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SC protection
later, Param ‘UNUSUAL CONSTELLATION OF MUTATIONS’
Bir surfaces

New S Africa variant
triggers alert in India

The ex-Mumbai police chief
leaves after questioning on
Thursday. Ganesh Shirsekar

SAGAR RAJPUT &
JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 25

DAYS AFTER he was given protection from arrest by the
Supreme Court, former Mumbai
Police Commissioner Param Bir
SinghappearedbeforetheCrime
Branch in Mumbai Thursday in
connection with an extortion
case registered against him.
SeniorpoliceofficerstoldThe
IndianExpressthatSingharrived
in Mumbai from Chandigarh on
amorningflightandapproached
the Crime Branch Unit XI's office
at Kandivali at around 11.30 am
“without prior intimation” in his
official vehicle.
“AsperSupremeCourtdirections, I joined the probe today. I
will be cooperating with the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Centre instructs states to look out for
flyers from SA, Botswana, Hong Kong
KAUNAIN SHERIFF M

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25
HOURS AFTER SouthAfrican authorities announced they had
detected a new variant of the
novel coronavirus with a “very
unusual constellation” of mutations, the Union Health Ministry
on Thursday directed states to
rigorously screen and test travellers coming from or transiting
through three countries in
which the variant had been confirmed — South Africa,
Botswana, and Hong Kong.
In a communication to all
states and Union Territories,
Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan said India’s National
Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC) has informed the government that “multiple cases of
a Covid-19 variant B.1.1529 have
been reported in Botswana (3
cases),SouthAfrica(6cases)and

Studies
awaited
SOUTHAFRICANscientists
have expressed concern
over the mutations, but a
realistic assessment will
rest on wider genome sequencing studies. South
Africahasrequestedanurgent sitting of a WHO
working group on virus
evolutiononFridaytodiscuss the variant.
Hong Kong (1 case)”.
“This variant is reported to
haveasignificantlyhighnumber
of mutations, and thus, has serious public health implications
for the country, in view of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Jewar airport: PM says will change
west UP, Yogi flays ‘Jinnah backers’
AMIL BHATNAGAR

JEWAR, NOVEMBER 25
PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi laid the foundation stone
for the Jewar International
Airport on Thursday, saying the
project would bring “huge benefits”to croresof peoplein western Uttar Pradesh and the national capital region (NCR).
The multi-runway airport,
the first phase of which is expected to begin operations in
2024, will be the second airport
to serve the national capital and
its neighbourhood. It will have
the capacity to serve 12 million

SETTING THE stage for a stormy
Winter Session of Parliament
from
Monday,
several
Oppositionparties,includingthe
Congress and Trinamool
Congress, have decided to boy-

SOFI AHSAN

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25
THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday said the decision on
administering booster doses of
the Covid-19 vaccine should not
be based on economics, and directed the Centre to apprise the
court of its stand on this issue.
The court asked why shots to
boostwaningimmuneresponse
were not being made available
in India when other countries
such as the United States and
thoseinEuropewerepermitting
and encouraging such inoculation. It asked the Centre to submit a timeline of the proposed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Meghalaya Cong
MLAs join TMC,
say: Made rounds
of Delhi, can’t
fight BJP like this
SOURAV ROY BARMAN

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

PM Modi with Scindia, Adityanath and Keshav Maurya at the
foundation-laying ceremony of the airport. Gajendra Yadav
passengers every year after the
completion of phase 1; this will
be increased in subsequent

phasesdependingonthegrowth
of passenger traffic, reaching

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Winter Session chill: Cong, TMC in Opp
boycott of Constitution Day event today
MANOJ C G
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

Why no to
booster shot,
Delhi HC
asks Centre

cott the Constitution Day event
to be addressed by President
Ram Nath Kovind in the Central
Hall of Parliament Friday.
The coordinated move came
even as the Congress decided to
reach out to all like-minded parties to ensure Opposition unity
in Parliament. Other Opposition
parties, including RJD, DMK and

theLeft, arealsoexpected tostay
away from the event.
At a meeting Thursday of the
Congressparliamentarystrategy
group, chaired by Sonia Gandhi,
some leaders referred to the
Trinamool’saggressivepoaching
of its leaders. But sources said
the party president told floor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

ADAYafterannouncingthatthey
were leaving the Congress, 12 of
theparty’s17MLAsinMeghalaya
said they were merging with the
Trinamool Congress, while regretting that they had failed to
“prevailupontheleadership”despite multiple trips to Delhi. The
TMC has now emerged as the
main Opposition party in the
Assembly,replacingtheCongress.
Addressing a press conferencein Shillong, Mukul Sangma,
whowasMeghalayachief minister from 2010 to 2018, said the
Congress had failed “to respond
to the call of duty” as the largest
player in the Opposition. “I am
sorrytosaythatinspiteof allour
effortsandendeavours,it(asolution) seems to be elusive... We
triedourbesttoprevailuponthe
leadership and kept on making
trips after trips to Delhi, which
should have been the other way
round. But even after that we
failed to prevail upon the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Booked by CBI for fraud, he is now
president of Amarinder’s new party
PAGE 1
ANCHOR

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 25

THE PUNJAB LOK Congress, the
newpartyformedbyformerstate
chief minister Capt Amarinder
Singh,hasnamedasitspresident
a Chandigarh resident facing at
least two cases of fraud being

Amarinder Singh at Patiala
Municipal Corporation
office, Thursday. Harmeet Sodhi

probed by the CBI — and whose
house was raided by the agency
as recently as October 29.
According to registration
documents submitted to the
Election Commission by the
Punjab Lok Congress, its president is Sukhinder Singh, a resident of House No.3 in
Chandigarh’s upscale Sector 5.
In 2019, Sukhinder was
named in a CBI FIR as chairman
of International Mega Food Park
Ltd, and booked along with his

wife and son, Kanwal Sukhinder
Singh and Simarinder Singh, in
connection with an alleged case
of bank fraud worth Rs 33 crore.
Inaseparatecaselastmonth,
the CBI booked International
Fresh Farm Products (India) Ltd
in Chandigarh, along with two
other companies in Panipat, for
allegedly causing a loss of
Rs16.80croretoSmallIndustries
Development Bank of India
(SIDBI) and UCO Bank.
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S Africa variant

recently relaxed visa restrictions
and opening up of international
travel,” Bhushan said.
“ltisthereforeimperativethat
ALL international travellers travellingfromandtransitingthrough
these countries...are subjected to
rigorous screening and testing,”
the communication said. “The
contacts of these international
travellers must also be closely
tracked and tested...”
The Hong Kong case is a traveller from South Africa. South
AfricanscientiststoldanewsconferenceonThursdaythatthemutations detected in B.1.1529 were
“concerning because they could
help it evade the body’s immune
responseandmakeitmoretransmissible”,Reuterssaidinareport.
Following Bhushan’s direction, all states will have to send
samplesfromCovid-positivetravellers to designated labs of the
Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics
Sequencing Consortium (INSACOG), which tracks and monitorstheemergenceandtransmission of variants of concern and
variants of interest in India.
Covid surveillance officers in
the states will have to coordinate
withINSACOGlabs,andwillhave
to undertake test-track-treat to
prevent the spread of the variant
and the formation case clusters.
Ofthefourvariantsofconcern
currently designated by the
WHO, Beta (Pango lineage
B.1.351), was first detected in
South Africa in May 2020. The
other three VoCs, Alpha (B.1.1.7),
Delta(B.1.617.2),andGamma(P.1)
were first detected in the United
Kingom, India, and Brazil in
September 2020, October 2020,
andNovember2020respectively.
“Twenty-twopositivecasesof
variant B.1.1.529 have been

recordedinthecountryfollowing
genomic sequencing collaborations between the NICD and private laboratories. In addition,
other NGS-SA laboratories are
confirming more cases as sequencing results come out,”
South Africa’s National Institute
for Communicable Diseases said
in a statement on Thursday.
The Reuters report quoted
SouthAfricanscientistsassaying
that early signs from diagnostic
laboratories suggested the variant has rapidly increased in the
most populated province of
Gauteng, and may already be
present in South Africa’s other
eight provinces as well.
“Although the data are limited, our experts are working
overtimewithalltheestablished
surveillance systems to understand the new variant and what
the potential implications could
be,” the NICD statement said.
Bloomberg quoted South
Africa’s Health Minister Joe
Phaahlaassaying:“Hereisamutation variant of serious concern...We were hopeful that we
might have a longer break in between waves — possibly that it
would hold off to late December
or even next year January.”
In an official release, the government of Hong Kong Special
AdministrativeRegionannounced
twocasesofthenewvariantinthe
territory. The cases in the Regal
Airport Hotel had “highly similar
geneticsequencesandtheviruses
belongedtoanewlyemergedlineage,B.1.1.529”,thereleasesaid.
“The sequences are similar to
those found in South Africa and
Botswana, supporting that case
12388arrivinginHongKongfrom
South Africa was the index case,”
it said.
Authorities in Botswana reported four cases of B.1.1.529 in

fullyvaccinatedtravellers.“Initial
investigations...have established
that the new variant has a high
number of mutations as compared to the locally predominating Delta variant. What this
means is still unclear... New variants have the potential to affect
severity of disease... At this moment, real-world impact of the
varianthasnotbeenestablished,”
Dr K Masupu, Coordinator of
Botswana’sPresidentialCovid-19
task force, said.

Booster shots

What India can learn
from Europe's Covid-19
surge

DirectorVenkatPrabhuhasseveralcatchyideasandhasengaginglystrungthemtogether.

rollout of booster doses, if a booster was considered necessary.
Thedivisionbenchof Justices
Vipin Sanghi and Jasmeet Singh
took note of conflicting reports
andmedicalopinionsontheneed
and effectiveness of boosters. It
noted that experts in India were
of the view that there is as yet no
medical evidence to support the
administering of these shots.
“The decision should not be
based on economics because no
doubt it is an expensive propositionandthegovernmentisdoing
itfreeformostandnotmanypeoplearehavingtopayforit.Maybe
that is the consideration that the
governmentdoesnotwanttogive
thisatthisstage,butthenwedon't
wanttolandinasituationthatwe
are overly conservative on this,
and we land up in a situation like
we were in the second wave. We
willactuallylosetheadvantageof
this vaccination,” the bench said
while hearing a matter in which
it has been monitoring Delhi’s
Covid-19 situation.
Manypeople,especiallythose
who are old and suffering from
other diseases, are anxious to knowiftheywouldrequireabooster,
and when it would be permitted,
the court said. “There are also reports that a large number of vaccine doses are lying unused
whose shelf life would expire in
sometimetocome,”itsaid.
Thecourtalsoreferredtothe
ongoingdebateonthequestion
of vaccinating children. “The
otheraspectiswithregardtothe
vaccination below the age of 18
years,” it said.
Many developed countries
have vaccinated their children
andyoungerpopulationagainst
the virus. With schools across
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Namewee’s song makes
veiled references to
rights violations

8-hour documentary
has appeal of a
devotional film

the country returning to in-person classes, there is concern that
children might trigger a new
wave of infections.
AIIMS Director Dr Randeep
Guleria had said on Tuesday that
boostershotswerenotneededin
India immediately, and that the
possibilityof a“hugethirdwave”
is “declining each passing day”.
The court made a mention of Dr
Guleria’sstatementonThursday.
ICMR chief Dr Balram Bhargava too has said there is no evidence so far to establish that a
boosterdoseisneededforfurther
protection against Covid-19.

Param Bir Singh

investigators,”Singh,whoisnow
DirectorGeneral(HomeGuards),
told reporters.
AttheCrimeBranchoffice,an
investigating team headed by an
officer of DCP rank recorded
Singh’s statement.
The probe pertains to an extortion case registered at the
Goregaon police station on
August 20 against Singh, dismissedassistantinspectorSachin
Waze, who was jailed in the terror scare case, and four others.
The case was registered on a
complaint filed by a hotelier and
civic contractor, Bimal Agarwal,
whoallegedthatSinghandWaze
connived with other accused to
extort cash and valuables worth
Rs11.92lakhfromhim.Theinvestigation was transferred to the
Crime Branch.
During questioning, the officers said, Singh gave “non-satisfactory answers” and claimed he
was in Chandigarh when the
Maharashtra government was
lookingforhim.“Hegaveevasive
answers,” said an IPS officer.
Although the Crime Branch
did not have a prepared list of
questions, officers said it was a
“sustained interrogation” that
lasted over six hours.
Singh was also asked about
“64phonecallconversations”between Waze and Agarwal, which
werepurportedlyrecordedbythe
complainant.Inthephoneconversations, the officers said, Waze is
heardallegedlyreferringtoSingh
as “number one”. “Singh told us
thathewasnotawareof this,and
thatWazemusthavedonethings
athislevel,”anofficersaid.

On Thursday, Singh stepped
out of the Crime Branch office at
6.30 pm, along with his lawyer
Ramesh Mokashi, before leaving
for his official residence at
NeelimabuildinginMalabarHill.
“AsperSupremeCourtdirections, we have joined the probe.
We have answered all questions
askedbytheinvestigatingofficer
andwillcontinuetocooperatein
allthecases.Werestrainourselves
from commenting anything further,” Mokashi said.
Singh was Mumbai’s police
chief until March when he was
shunted out following the
Ambani terror scare case and allegations of corruption raised by
him against then state Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh.
He went on leave in May and
hadbeenuntraceablesincethen,
according to Mumbai Police,
which was looking to detain him
for questioning. At least five FIRs
havebeenregisteredagainsthim
in Maharashtra, all on charges of
extortion.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,
Singh’s brother in Chandigarh,
ManbirSinghBhadana,said:“He
was with us over the past few
days,andalsoseveralplacesclose
by with people known to him.
That is history now, wherever he
was... He left for Mumbai on a
GoAir flight at 8.30 am.”

(INPUTS FROM VARINDER
BHATIAINCHANDIGARH)

Opp boycott

leaders that as the main Opposition party, the Congress should
reach out to all parties, signalling
that political developments outsideParliamentshouldnotcome
in the way of floor coordination.
Theidea,sourcessaid,istoensure that Opposition parties take
a coordinated position in
Parliament at least on issues on
whichtheyholdacommonview.
The parliamentary strategy
groupmeetingalsoidentifiedthe
issues to be raised in the House,
including the repeal of the three
contentiousfarmlawsonthefirst
working day of the session.
Significantly,thepartywilldemanda“legalguarantee”forMSP.
Thedemandwillbeforaseparate
lawforMSP,apartyleadersaid.At
least two leaders told The Indian
ExpressthatalegalbackingforMSP

Understanding the factors that have
contributed to the surge of cases in Europe,
and the lessons India can learn from it.s

is a “tricky issue” and the party is
yettocrystaliseitsposition.
On Constitution Day, there
was consensus at the meeting
that the party should boycott the
event. Almost the entire
Opposition had earlier this year
boycottedthePresident’saddress
to the joint sitting of Parliament.
“We won’t participate. This
government does not believe in
democracy.Theyarehellbenton
dismantlingeachandeveryinstitution of democratic India.
Moreover, they have not invited
Leaderof theOppositioninRajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge to be
on the podium. The office of
LeaderoftheOppositionisalsoan
institution.Thisgovernmentdoes
not respect that also,” Congress
leaderinLokSabhaAdhirRanjan
Chowdhury said.

Meghalaya

leadership,”Sangma,whowasaccompanied by MLA Charles
Pyngrope, said.
“There is a need for a strong
pan-India alternative as a politicalparty.Andthisisbasedonthe
perception that the Congress is
failingtorespondtoitscallofduty
asthemainOppositionparty,”he
said,adding:“Wecannotfightthe
BJP with kid gloves, and through
lip service.”
The MLAs submitted a letter
to the Speaker saying they were
merging with the TMC on
Wednesday night. The development comes as a blow to the
Congress leadership, that had
held a series of meetings with
Sangma,includingonelastweek,
to try and end the rebellion.
The Congress that had
emerged as the single-largest
partyinMeghalayaafterthe2018
Assemblypolls,winning21seats
in a House of 60, is now down to
five MLAs.
Meghalaya Congress chief
VincentHPalasaidtheywill“fight
backveryhard”againsttheMLAs
leaving and joining hands with
the TMC. But the anti-defection
lawisnotapplicableagainstthem
as they account for two-third of
the party strength in the House.
Out of the 12 MLAs who
crossed sides, four represent the
Khasi-Jaintia Hills region, while
eight are from the Garo Hills. The
12 include Sangma’s wife
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Dikkanchi D Shira, daughter
Miani D Shira and younger
brother Zenith Sangma.
Referring to the 2018 verdict
and the BJP cobbling together a
coalition to deprive the Congress
of power, Sangma said: “Why
couldwenotformagovernment
despite being the single-largest
party? Did we try despite being
thelargestOppositionpartyinthe
country?”
Sangma and Pyngrope suggested that political strategist
PrashantKishor,whohasbeenassociated with the TMC, helped
clinchthedeal,andthattheyhad
arrivedatthedecisionwith“complete sense of responsibility and
commitment”,andafter“exhaustive due diligence and analysis”.
Sangma said Kishor “can
make a difference... be a friend as
well”.“Whenweinteracted,Ifelt
we shared the same objective,
with the interests of people, the
nation and the state superseding
everything else.”
Pyngrope, a former Speaker,
saidKishor’s“views,ideasandvision to fight divisive forces”
matched what they had in mind
to fill the “void created by the ineffectiveness” of the Congress.

Jewar airport

acapacityof70millionpassengers
annuallybytheendof phase4.
Once complete, the Noida
International Airport (NIA), located72kmfromDelhi'sexisting
IGI Airport and 40 km each from
NoidaandtheDadrimulti-modal
logisticshub,willbethelargestin
Asia, officials said.
The Prime Minister pressed a
button to symbolically lay the
foundationstone,whichwasthen
revealedonascreenonthestage.
A film was shown highlighting
the project design and details.
“Iwanttocongratulateeveryone for the bhumi pujan. This regionhasbeenputontheinternational map. A huge benefit will
come to crores of people in NCR
and West UP. The new India of
21stcenturyisworkingoncutting
edge technology projects. These
are not just infrastructure projects, they transform the region
andthelivesofpeople,”Modisaid.
UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Deputy CM
Keshav Prasad Maurya, Civil
AviationMinisterJyotiraditya
Scindia, Gautam Buddh
Nagar MP Mahesh Sharma,
and Jewar MLA Dhirendra
Singh were among those
present on the occasion.
“TheNoidaInternational
Airport will be the logistical
gateway.Thespeedatwhich
the aviation sector is rising,
Noidaairportwillplayamajorroleinit...Itwillbeimportant for repair and maintenanceaswell.Therewillbea
40-acre space for maintenance, repair, overhaul
(MRO)services,”thePMsaid.
“Nearly Rs 15,000 crore is
spent on maintenance, and
this revenue is gained by
other countries. The airport
will change this,” he said.
Modisaidtheairportwas
envisioned by a BJP governmentinUPtwodecadesago,
butintheyearsthatfollowed,
the project was stalled “between Delhi and Lucknow”.
The previous state government had written to the
Centre asking for the project
tobestopped,heclaimed.
“Peopleinthisstatehave
had to suffer jibes on accountofcastepolitics,scams
worth thousands of crores,
bad roads, poverty, the lack
of investments, stopped
businesses, and the nexus
between politics and criminals. People from UP would
ask if the state could ever
have a positive image. The
state that was led to darknessanddeprivationbyprevious governments is now
leaving its mark globally,”
Modi said.
“Earlier,projectswouldbe
announcedasthoughsweets

New Delhi

were being distributed. No
thought was ever given to execution,problem-solving.Theprojects
would be stuck for decades, and
their cost would go up. But for us,
these projects are not rajneeti but
rashtraneeti,”hesaid.
Chief Minister Adityanath
spoke of disruptions caused by
“Jinnah’ssupporters”,areference
to Samajwadi Party leader
Akhilesh Yadav.
“Therewasatimewhenaneffort was made to enhance the
sweetnessofsugarcane.Butsome
peoplemixedthebitternessofriots in it. This is a new conflict in
thecountry.Willthiscountryaid
the sweetness of sugarcane, or
will it aid riots through Jinnah
supporters? To decide this question, I have come before you today,” he said.

Amarinder party

According to the CBI,
InternationalFreshFarmProducts
(India) Ltd is registered at House
No.3 in Sector 5. On October 29,
multipleraidswereconductedby
the agency at 16 locations in
Panipat, Gurgaon and Chandigarh, including at House No.3.
WhencontactedbyTheIndian
Express, Sukhinder Singh confirmed that he had been named
as president of the new party. He
also confirmed the CBI raid and
said that the other case of 2019
was still on.
When contacted, an aide of
Amarinder Singh said he would
notofferanycomment.However,
sources close to Amarinder said
the names of these individuals
were “only given for the purpose
of registration of the party” and
they were submitted before the
CBI raid on October 29.
“Most likely, the former CM
was not aware of CBI raids on the
same person,” the sources said.
Amarinder had announced
thedecisiontofloathisownparty
soon after resigning as Chief
MinisteronSeptember18following a bitter faceoff with the new
stateCongresschief NavjotSingh
Sidhu who was backed by the
party’s central leadership.
Stungbywhathedescribedas
“humiliation”,Amarindersaidhis
newpartywouldtakeontheruling Congress in the coming assemblyelections,andthathewas
open to a seat-sharing arrangement with the BJP and some
breakaway Akali leaders.
TheCBIraidslastmonthwere
based on a complaint lodged by
Pankaj Kumar Sahu, Deputy
General Manager, SIDBI, stating
that International Fresh Farm
Products(India)LtdinChandigarh
and others, including borrowers,
the guarantor and their CAs, and
unknownbankofficials,allegedly
causedalossofapproximatelyRs
8.39 crore to the bank.
The complaint stated that International Fresh Farm Products
(India) Ltd had availed credit facility from SIDBI. In its FIR, CBI
namedthefirm’sofficials,including Sukhinder Singh, Kanwal
SukhinderSinghandSimarinder
Singh, and several others.
AccordingtoCBIofficials,two
other cases were registered on
complaints from UCO Bank against the two other Panipat-based
firms.OnefirmcausedalossofRs
3.44 crore and another of Rs 4.97
crore to the bank, they said.
On Tuesday, the Election
Commission issued a public noticethatprovideddetailsoftheoffice-bearers of Punjab Lok
Congress. Apart from the president, the party has named Gurmehar Singh Sekhon of Siswan
near New Chandigarh as general
secretary and Sukhsimran Singh
of Mohali as the treasurer.
GurmeharSinghSekhonisthe
sonofthelateKaranSekhon,who
was an OSD to Amarinder when
he was Chief Minister. Following
his father's death, Gurmehar was
appointed to the post. Asked
about the CBI cases against his
party's president, Gurmehar said
hewouldnotcomment.
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Fresh initiative
poised to boost
global growth
Countries join Xi’s call for rolling out inclusive vision
to advance prosperity. Zhang Yunbi reports
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A solar thermal power station in Hami, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region. CAI ZENGLE / FOR CHINA DAILY

COP 26 deal closed but ‘not enough’
By ANGUS MCNEICE
Negotiators agreed on a climate
deal at the 26th United Nations
Climate Change Conference of
the Parties, or COP 26, in Glasgow
on Nov 13, after last-minute
concessions on coal pushed the
agreement over the line.
The adoption of the Glasgow
Climate Pact included historic
progress, including the completion
of Article 6 of the 2015 Paris
Agreement, which concerns the
development of carbon markets.
Z h a o Yi n g m i n , C h i n a ’s
vice-minister of ecology and
environment,said the pact“will help
kick-start a new journey of global
efforts to tackle climate change”.
“The new global deal,
especially the finalisation of the
rulebook of the Paris Agreement,
bears great significance for
defending multilateralism and
the implementation of the Paris
Agreement,” Zhao said.
The conference, which started on
Nov1andendedadaylateonNov13,
delivered some notable deals on
deforestation, fossil fuel subsidies,
coal and methane reduction, as well
as engagement with the private
and ﬁnancial sector. China and the
United States also inspired COP 26
with a welcome joint declaration
on climate change announced on
Nov 10.
Wang Yi, a senior scientific
adviser in China’s delegation, said
the declaration helped bring about
a broader consensus.
“China and the US played a very

Technicians check wind power turbine blades at a new energy equipment
manufacturer in Handan, Hebei province. JIN HAOYUAN / XINHUA
important role to push the final
outcome. A consensus between
these big countries promoted the
final multilateral co-operation,”
Wang said.
“Some countries expressed
disappointment, of course, but
I think in the future we should
continue to build upon this result.”
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, who hosted this year’s
conference,said there is still“a huge
amount more to do in the coming
years”.
“But today’s agreement is a big
step forward and, critically, we
have the first ever international
agreement to phase down coal and
a road map to limit global warming
to 1.5 C,” he said, referring to the
target laid out in the Paris deal to
keep average global temperatures
to within 2 and 1.5 C this century.
After weeks of mediation, COP 26
President Alok Sharma was visibly

emotional when he announced the
Glasgow pact. A key line in the text,
pertaining to coal, was watered
down for the second time to get the
deal done.
“I think we can credibly say that
1.5 C is alive. But its pulse is weak,”
Sharma said.
S h a r m a sa i d t h a t a “ g u l f
remained” between what countries
have promised on emissions
reductions and what is needed to
meet Paris goals, though he said
he remained hopeful that future
conferences could make meaningful
progress.
Before the agreement was
finalised, representatives from
several countries including China
said that the text was not perfect
but they had no intention to reopen
it.
An initial draft had called for
nations to “phase out coal” projects
this decade, and this language was

changed to “phase down”, after
opposition from Indian negotiators,
who said that it was unjust for rich
nations to require the phasing
out of fossil fuels in developing
nations that are in the midst of
industrialisation and urbanisation.
B h u p e n d e r Ya d av, I n d i a ’s
environment minister, asked on
Nov 13: “How can anyone expect
that developing countries can
make promises about phasing out
coal and fossil fuel subsidies when
developing countries have still to
deal with their development agenda
and poverty eradication?”
Wang said the coal phase down
“reflects not only China’s but
also the world’s concerns and
interests” and Zhao supported this
perspective.
“The current global warming
has been caused mainly by
industrialisation in the past
200 years, mainly involving
developed countries,” Zhao said.
“This historical responsibility
has been clarified by the Paris
Agreement, hence the ‘common
but differentiated responsibilities’.
Developed countries, therefore,
must take the lead to cut emissions
instead of requiring developing
countries to stop consuming coal;
it is unfair.”
Zhao said rich countries “must
implement their pledges of funding
and technology support for the
developing countries”.
“Only in this way can all countries
jointly push forward the process
of coping with climate change,” he
said.

Winds of change blow for shopping festival
By HE WEI
In past years, the Singles
Day shopping festival on Nov 11
has been a celebration of
consumerism in China, with eyecatching discounts, star-studded
sales promotions and impressive
revenue figures championing the
power of spending.
This year things were different.
Instead of astonishing sales ﬁgures,
the main considerations for the
gala, started by the e-commerce
company Alibaba Group 12 years
ago,were inclusive growth and ecofriendliness.
Sales growth was recorded,
but at a slower pace. The 24-hour
sales ﬁgure, or gross merchandise
volume in e-commerce terms, was
540.3 billion yuan (Rs 6.29 trillion),
8.45 per cent more than last year.
In previous years, sales growth of
between 20 per cent and 50 per
cent had been recorded.
JasonYu, general manager of the
consultancy Kantar Worldpanel
and an expert on China’s consumer
market, said that this year
e-commerce platforms focused
on reporting category-based
revenue changes in order to assess
consumption trends.
However, the passion for the
festival is here to stay because it
is a pivotal event in unleashing
consumers’ potential to spend
more and pursue quality lifestyles,
he said.
Yu’s remarks are supported by

the results of a survey conducted
by the global consultancy Bain &
Co. Of about 3,000 people asked
about their attitude towards this
year’s festival, 52 per cent said they
planned to spend more than last
year, while only 8 per cent said they
were slashing their budgets.
As the festival has grown to
become an international event,
global labels have long cashed
in, with the sales list topped by
companies such as the cosmetics
manufacturer L’Oreal Group and
the computer company Apple.
Newcomers are looking to the
event to make themselves more
relevant to the Chinese market.
At this year’s event, the upscale
extreme weather clothing brand
Canada Goose debuted its
footwear collection before the
global launch, a move aimed at
celebrating local culture, said the
company’s president and chief
executive, Dani Reiss.
Cao Lei, director of e-commerce
at the consultancy Internet
Economy Institute, said: “Nov 11
is increasingly becoming a retail
encyclopedia and a compass,
providing a clue to the latest and
bite-sized consumer insights.
Interest in individualistic, original
designs is quickly gai n i n g
momentum.”
This momentum is producing
opportunities for small- andmedium-sized companies in
the customer-to-manufacturing
market.

An employee works at a warehouse owned by Cainiao Network in Guadalajara,
Spain. MENG DINGBO / XINHUA

Gu Liang, founder of Warm
Studio,aChinesedesignerhandbag
brand, said, “We estimate that we
sold 70,000 bags in this year's
festival, tripling last year’s record.”
This estimate included presales
that started on Oct 20, Gu said.
“Rising orders are also helping
our manufacturing partners. We’ve
mobilised about 1,000 workers
and about two-thirds of production
capacity to meet orders generated
from the festival.”
Alibaba has launched its “going
green initiative”, with the volume
of parcels generated during the
festival posing a potential threat to
the environment.
The company distributed
100 million yuan worth of green
vouchers to more than 2.5
million customers who bought

merchandisethathavelowercarbon
emissions in their production.
Cainiao Network, the logistics
arm of Alibaba Group, also seized
the environmental initiative, saying
it had contributed to reducing
carbon emissions by 18,000 metric
tonnes by using electronic delivery
sheets,recycledandreusedparcels,
and algorithms to optimise delivery
routes.
The festival also painted a rosy
picture of sales growth in rural
areas.
Salesofagriculturalproducefrom
the 12 relatively less-developed
provinces in western China rose 20
per cent at this year’s festival. One
hundred and sixty poor counties
realised revenue growth of 44.2 per
cent for all items sold on Alibaba’s
e-commerce platforms.

livelihoods proves to be a premium
irstputforwardbyPresident
choice” at a time when global
Xi Jinping in September, a
growth has been hamstrung by
fresh Chinese solution
for tackling countries’ protectionism, moves against
globalisation and the COVID-19
bottlenecks in growth — the Global
pandemic, Dong said.
Development Initiative — is rapidly
“Theinitiativeisofgreattheoretical
winning support across the globe.
value as it constitutes a powerful
In particular, the initiative has won
development theory representing
acclaim in a number of developing
developing countries, helping to
countries in regions including Asia,
break the monopoly of developed
Africa and Oceania.
countries in deﬁning development.
“The United Nations stands ready
In practice, it will further boost the
to support its implementation and
influence of developing countries
provide technical assistance,” UN
and beneﬁt themconsiderablyin the
Secretary-GeneralAntonio Guterres
long run as it develops,” Dong added.
said on Oct 24, the eve of the 50th
During a videoconference on
anniversary of the restoration of the
People’s Republic of China’s lawful
Oct 25 with the International
seat at the UN.
Department of the CPC Central
During a virtual meeting withXi on
Committee, Essam Sharaf, former
Oct 25, the UN chief said the vision
Egyptian prime minister, said that
is of great and positive importance
the initiative is perfectly timed,and it
in promoting global equality and
shows China’s great sense of duty as
balanced,sustainable development.
a major country as the gap between
The initiative is the latest powerful
developing and developed countries
tool added to Beijing’s policy toolbox
is widening.
for fixing common challenges in
As the world and the UN are
the pandemic era, and behind its
seeking a robust,sustained impetus
popularity are countries endorsing
for the global economy, the initiative
the Communist Party of China’s
“represents China’s strong belief
consistent, century-long efforts to
in development as a shared goal of
help advance global peace, unity,
mankind and the same direction
shared growth and justice, senior
the world should work for”, said Su
officials and experts said.
Xiaohui,deputy director of the China
“Development is a master key to
Institute of International Studies’
addressingallproblems,andalsothe
Department of American Studies.
common will of people in countries
At the first session of the G20
all over the world,” China’s State
Rome Summit on Oct 30, Xi further
CouncillorandForeignMinisterWang
elaborated on the initiative and
Yi said of the initiative’s worldwide
called for its synergy with the UN’s
popularity when
2 03 0 A ge n d a
speaking to
for Sustainable
reporters on
Development.
Oct 31.
Heunderscored
Xi unveiled the
China’s goal to
initiative while The United Nations stands m a k e g l o b a l
addressing the
development
ready to support its (the
general debate of
more equitable,
the 76th Session initiative’s) implementation e f fe c t i ve a n d
of the United
inclusive so that
and provide technical
Nations General
“no country will
assistance.”
Assembly on
be left behind”.
Sept 21 via video
The initiative
Antonio Guterres
link.
“takes care of
UN SECRETARY-GENERAL
The initiative
countries’ dire
calls
for
needs in reality”
concerted action in six aspects:
and “offers fresh ideas, methods
prioritising development, a peopleand impetus for tackling their
centred approach, benefits for all,
problems and growth”, said Chen
innovation-driven development,
Xulong, a professor of multilateral
harmony between man and nature,
diplomacy and UN reform studies
and a commitment to resultsat the University of International
oriented actions.
Business and Economics’ School of
“We must revitalise the economy,
International Relations.
pursue more robust, greener and
The initiative “is the latest
more balanced global development,
theoretical brainchild of China’s
and work together to steer global
major country diplomacy as guided
development towards a new stage of
byXiJinpingThought on Diplomacy,
balanced,co-ordinatedandinclusive
and it epitomises what a major
growth,” he said.
country and a major political party
Uz b e k Pres i d e n t S h av ka t
should do”, he said.
Mirziyoyev told Xi that he highly
“It is a continuation of Beijing’s
appreciates and ﬁrmly supports the
efforts in building a new type
people-centred philosophy and the
of international relations and a
initiative.
community with a shared future for
The initiative will help accelerate
mankind,” Chen added.
the implementation of the UN
The initiative “will co-ordinate
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
with and improve its efficacy
Development, diplomatic envoys
simultaneously with other initiatives
of Association of Southeast Asian
including the Belt and Road
Nations member states based in
Initiative,” Chinese Ambassador
China said at a meeting with Wang
to Georgia Li Yan said when
Yi on Nov 14.
introducing the initiative to local
The recently issued communique
media on Oct 28.
of the sixth plenary session of the
The initiative will also synergise
19th CPC Central Committee listed
with Agenda 2063 of the African
“maintaining a global vision” as
Union and the New Partnership for
one of the 10 aspects of the Party’s
Africa’s Development, and will build
valuable historical experience
consensus and pool together the
explored and accumulated over the
strengthsofmultilateralco-operation
past 100 years.
mechanisms such as the UN, the
Dong Guanpeng, a professor and
G20andBRICS,accordingtoofficials
dean at Communication University
including Wang Yi.
of China’s School of Government
As one of the initial steps taken by
and Public Affairs, noted that
Beijing to realise the initiative, the
the initiative “is a remarkable
China International Development
continuation of the CPC’s lasting
Co-operation Agency signed a
efforts over the past 100 years in
memorandum of understanding
‘maintaining a global vision’ and
with the UN Industrial Development
looking to benefit more countries
Organization on Oct 28 at a virtual
and their peoples”.
ceremony, with the aim of helping
Xi’s vision on global development
developing countries achieve
has convinced countries that
inclusive and sustainable industrial
“moving on and improving people’s
development.
New Delhi
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Indian-China ties
cement for BRICS
By SWARAN SINGH

Visitors check out the demonstration zone for pharmaceutical and healthcare players during the fourth China International Import Expo in Shanghai on Nov 9.
PHOTOS BY ZHU XINGXIN / CHINA DAILY

Expo a key channel for
global trade collaboration
International imports
show in Shanghai a
premier platform for
companies worldwide
to showcase their latest
products and services.
China Daily reports

O

ne hundred and twenty
thousand cans of pine
nuts from Afghanistan,
along with a dazzling
array of imported products
from more than 20 countries
and regions, were sold out within
minutes in livestreams at the fourth
China International Import Expo,
which was held from Nov 5 to 10 in
Shanghai.
While the small pine nuts whetted
the appetite of Chinese consumers,
they also offered a vivid example
of how China facilitates trade and
drives economic development
globally, especially for developing
countries, industry experts said.
OnthenightofNov6,e-commerce
livestreamers partnered with
presenters from CCTV and Xinhua
News Agency to conduct several
special livestreaming sessions,
selling imported goods from 20
countries and regions including
Indonesia, Serbia, Slovenia and
South Africa.
“It vividly showed that China,
with its huge market and economic
vitality, has brought broad
development opportunities for
countries worldwide, especially for
developing countries,” said Zhou Mi,

Visitors are attracted to an intelligent robot writing Chinese characters at the expo
in Shanghai on Nov 5.

a senior researcher at the Chinese
Academy of InternationalTrade and
Economic Co-operation.
“The stable development of
the Chinese market is not only
to achieve the country’s own
development goals, but can also
create more value for the world.”
In a report last month the
International Monetary Fund said
aggregate output of emerging
markets and developing economies
(excluding China) was expected to
remain 5.5 per cent below the prepandemic forecast in 2024.
Liu Qing, vice-dean of the
National Academy of Development
and Strategy of Renmin University
of China in Beijing, said broadening
access to opportunities in China
has provided a way out for many
emerging markets.
“China’s vast domestic consumer
market, its pivotal role in global
supply chains and unswerving
advocacy of opening-up offer
other emerging markets a key
export destination in the harsher

environment of globalisation.”
During this year’s expo the State
Development and Investment Corp
signed import contracts with 19
foreign companies worth a record
total of $1 billion (Rs 74 billion). The
company bought commodities
including barley,cotton,manganese
ore and edible oils from 15
economies, including Argentina,
Benin,Russia,Ukraine and Uruguay.
This year’s expo also proved to be
a premier platform for companies
worldwide to showcase their latest
products and services.
A total of 422 new products,
technologies and services were
featured during the expo, a record
high, said Sun Chenghai, deputy
director of the CIIE Bureau.
The medical equipment and
healthcare products exhibition area
had 135 technology and product
debuts, the most out of all the other
areas.
One of the most high-profile
exhibits was from the Swiss
pharmaceutical company Novartis,

a ﬁrst-in-class hyperlipemia therapy
called Inclisiran that reduces
cholesterol levels. Patients need
only two doses of Inclisiran a year.
Another notable global debut
among healthcare exhibits was the
PET/CT scanner Biograph Vision
Quadra by Siemens Healthineers.
The device can perform wholebody dynamic scanning within
15 seconds. Its super wide field
of view and ultra-high sensitivity
also ensure that no cancer cells go
undetected, its maker said.
Carbon neutrality and green
development was also a major
theme of the expo this year, and
service provider EY launched a
carbon management tool kit at
the exhibition. The kit can help
companies keep up to date with
carbon prices and trends in
reaching carbon neutrality and help
tailor paths to green development.
The six-day CIIE attracted nearly
480,000 professional visitors. The
total exhibition area at this year’s
edition was a record 366,000
square metres, up 6,000 sq m from
a year earlier.
A total of 281 Fortune 500
companies and industry leaders
attended this year’s exhibition, with
40 joining the CIIE for the ﬁrst time
and another 120 taking part in the
exhibition for the fourth consecutive
year.
Affected by the COVID-19
pandemic, the value of intended
deals reached at this year’s CIIE
totalled $70.72 billion, down 2.6 per
cent year-on-year.
Up to 150,000 sq m of exhibition
area has already been booked for
next year’s expo, a considerable
increase in sign-up rate compared
to last year, said Sun.

The ﬁrst two decades of the
21st century have witnessed
tectonic transformations.
Modern technology has resulted
in an exponential growth
in mutual awareness and
empowerment of increasingly
interdependent global citizens.
The Westphalian state
system of the last 372 years is
having to increasingly reckon
with the unfolding spectre
of non-state actors such as
transnational organisations
(both governmental and nongovernmental), multinational
corporations and terrorist
networks.
Moving beyond their historical
preoccupation with enhancing
the destructive capabilities of
their armed forces, states now
need to ensure the productivity
and prosperity that constitute
critical components of national
power. National security is
inclusive of development. Power
is being replaced by inﬂuence.
The conventional understanding
of power — so-called hard power
— is being supplemented by soft
power, smart power and sharp
power; all undergirded by human
resources, technologies and
ﬁnancial leverage.
This has changed the global
hierarchy, producing new
clusters of power in international
relations. For example, while the
economic rise of the then West
Germany and Japan in the 1970s
— in the midst of the Cold War —
did not make them great powers,
the economic rise of China since
the 1990s — coinciding with
the collapse of the Soviet Union
— has given Beijing enormous
system-shaping leverage.
This explains how emerging
economies have come to be as
celebrated as a new category
of inﬂuencers in international
decision-making processes and
structures.
Early to appreciate these
structural changes, Jim O’Neill,
former chief economist at
Goldman Sachs, published two
papers: One in November 2001
titled “The World Needs Better
Economic BRICs” and another
in 2003 titled “Dreaming with
BRICs: The Path to 2050”.
These papers outlined how
the emerging economies of
Brazil, Russia, India and China
promised continued high growth
rates, better per-dollar returns
for investors and projected
their expanding share in global
governance.
For the ﬁrst 10 years of the
21st century, BRIC growth
trajectories held true to these
projections. This resulted in their
coming together after their 2009
Yekaterinburg summit. The fact
that this coincided with the onset
of the global economic slowdown
in 2008 and inclusion of South
Africa in 2010 to make it BRICS
made their continued economic
rise even more noticeable.

Biomass grows as viable energy source
By LIU YUKUN and ZHENG XIN
Do kitchen leftovers and pet
droppings always belong in the
garbage? Surprisingly,such organic
waste may soon be an important
energy source to heat your home or
power your car.
Organic matter such as vegetable
scraps, wood and animal waste is
classiﬁed as biomass, and can be
usedasanenergysourcetoproduce
electricity or heat through burning,
bacterial decay, fermentation or
conversion to gas or liquid fuel.
The development of biomass
energy is being sped up in China,
where it is becoming a focus
for investment as the country
intensifies its effort to produce
clean energy and cut reliance on
fossil fuels under the country’s
green commitments.
Useofbiomasstoproduceelectric
energy during the ﬁrst half of this

year was the equivalent of 78 billion
kilowatt-hours,26.6 per cent higher
than in the same period last year,
the National Energy Administration
said. Newly installed capacity for
biomass power generation reached
3.67 million kW during this period.
Last year China said it would
reach peak carbon emissions by
2030 and carbon neutrality by
2060.
Duringthisyear’sannualmeeting
of the country’s top legislative and
political advisory bodies, China
reiterated its strong commitment
to green power. It said it planned
to reduce energy consumption per
unit of GDP by 13.5 per cent and
carbon dioxide emissions per unit
of GDP by 18 per cent during the
14th Five-Year Plan period (202125).
Zhang Dayong,secretary-general
of the Biomass Energy Industry
Promotion Association, said

China’s green goals provide many
opportunities for growth of clean
sources of energy such as biomass.
As a carbon-neutral fuel,biomass
releases the same amount of
carbon into the atmosphere when
burned as it absorbed during the
biomass sources’ life cycle, Zhang
said.
“ I f e q u i p pe d w i t h ca rb o n
capture and storage technology,
the process of turning biomass
into energy can achieve negative
emissions.”
A recent report by the biomass
association says that about 3.49
billion metric tonnes of biomass is
produced in China each year, which
can potentially produce the energy
equivalent of about 460 million
tonnes of coal, but with far fewer
emissions. It predicts that with
the industry’s rapid development,
China’s annual production of
biomass will reach nearly 3.8 billion

However, this also witnessed
their individual growth
trajectories drifting away from
prophesied patterns.
More recently, the COVID-19
pandemic has further expanded
China’s lead over the remaining
BRICS members. China’s GDP
crossed 100 trillion yuan
(Rs 1,166 trillion) in 2020. It is
two-and-half times bigger than
that of the rest of the BRICS.
But BRICS have so far held
together; and their combined
GDP of $20.34 trillion (Rs 1,514
trillion) is edging past US GDP
of $21.43 trillion. The question
is: Can BRICS hold together any
longer or is it losing shine to other
forums.
The onus for keeping BRICS
alive and together lies primarily
with China and India — the
two largest BRICS economies.
This makes strong China-India
relations a prerequisite for the
future of BRICS. What holds
promise is that the reverse is
equally true: The success of
BRICS carries direct positive
spinoffs for their relationship.
This gives hope for the future of
BRICS.
China and India remain
economically most engaged in
an otherwise disjoined BRICS.
Brazil and South Africa are
geographically distant, with very
different priorities while China,
India and Russia have their own
divergences and differences.
This is why they have evolved
a unique strategy for each
BRICS summit, preceding
each with over 50 pentagonal
preparatory meetings among
their academics, think tanks,
journalists, business and sports
persons, advisors, officials
and senior ministers. These
interactions aim at creating
ground level constituencies for
an organic evolution of strong
foundations for the BRICS forum.
With the pandemic hopefully
receding into the background,
most economies are today
expecting to enter a new phase
of V- or U-shaped economic
recovery. This period has
seen China and India set new
records in vaccinating their
people, as well as producing and
supplying vaccines, medicines,
materials and equipment to
ﬁght against the virus and
provide humanitarian aid around
the world. It is also marked by
Chinese active pharmaceutical
ingredients supporting India as
the Pharmacy of the World.
This stability in China-India
relations promises BRICS
coming together to devise
innovative strategies to stay on
course.

The author is a professor
and chairman at the Centre
for International Politics,
Organization and Disarmament
at the Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi.
The views do not necessarily
reﬂect those of China Daily.
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tonnes by 2030 and more than 5.3
billion tonnes by 2060.
Despiteplentifulbiomassmaterial
in China, only a small portion is
turned into energy, and the share of
biomass in the energy mix remains
relatively low compared with other
renewable energy sources, the
association report says.

Zhang said efforts are needed to
set up a uniﬁed industry standard
in terms of emissions when
burning biomass, a mechanism for
biomass collection, storage and
transportation, and regulations for
biomass fuel processing factories,
now lacking in the industry and thus
hindering its development.
New Delhi
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Vocational college prepares
students for a bright future
School combines
higher education with
short-term job training.
Yuan Shenggao
reports

A

ugust should be part of
summer vacation for
students in China, a time
they are reunited with
their families.
But Mingyi, a student from the
Tibet Vocational Technical College
based in Lhasa,capital of Southwest
China’s Tibet autonomous region,
instead spent the month competing
in a national vocational skills contest
in Taiyuan in North China’s Shanxi
province.
When the anchorman of the live
contest asked what she felt like at
that moment, Mingyi’s answer was
somewhat unexpected.
“I haven’t been at home for a long
time,” she said.“I miss my family and
my hometown.”
She immediately realised that her
answer came as a result of being
nervous.
“There’s such a big crowd here.
I’m excited and nervous,” Mingyi
said. “Although I can’t be together
with my family, I’m happy here
because it’s my biggest dream to
attend this national vocational skills
contest.”
Mingyi is from Nagchu, one of the
least-developed regions in Tibet.
Thanks to Tibet’s campaign to
relieve poverty, she said her family
has risen out of poverty by raising
yaks. This advancement also made
possible her studies at the Tibet
VocationalTechnical College to learn
professional skills and develop a
promising future career.
And it was the college that offered
her an opportunity to attend this
long-awaited vocational skills
contest.
She was learning baking at the
college, when her hard work and
fast-improving abilities attracted the
attention of the school’s authorities.
The authorities then recommended
thatsheattendthecontestonbehalf
of the Tibet autonomous region.
In the face of the camera and a big
audience on the site, Mingyi gave a
brief introduction of herself.
“Hello, everyone. I’m Mingyi
from Nagchu, Tibet. I’m a student
from the Tibet Vocational Technical
College and I will make a piece of
book-shaped cake for you.”
But Mingyi did not earn a prize in

From top: Students learn welding at the Tibet Vocational Technical College;
Students of the school pose for a photo when attending a national vocational
skills contest. PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

this contest,which consisted of over
400 candidates.
“It’s a pity that I was not awarded,”
Mingyi said. “It means that there
are many people doing a better job
than me. I must keep studying hard
at college and strive for a prize next
time.”
Mingyi said she loves the
experience of travelling around.
“The trip from Nagchu to Lhasa
allowed me to experience a world
outside my hometown and the
journey from Lhasa to Taiyuan
made me believe there are broader
possibilities for my life. Those
possibilities are offered by my
college.”
The Tibet Vocational Technical
College in Lhasa, a new school
established in December 2018,
is one of the largest and most
co m preh e n s i ve in st i t ut i o n s
for vocational education in the
autonomous region.
When its construction was
still underway, the school held an
inauguration ceremony on Sept 25,
2019, at its temporary campus site
in Yamda township, Lhasa. There,
it welcomed more than 400 new
students.
Cai Shoukuan, head of the school,
said the college is an institution

offering both regular highereducation programmes as well
as short-term vocational training
programmes.
With six departments offering 37
programmes, the college will have
an enrolment of 3,000 students
in regular higher-education
programmes when its construction
is fully completed.The school is also
expected to train more than 10,000
students a year with its short-term
programmes.
The college adopts an educational
model highlighting co-operation
between the college and employers.
It has also developed a number of
“order-oriented” programmes to
help graduates accurately identify
their employers.
One recent development in this
college-employer collaboration
is an agreement signed with the
Tibet Forest Fireﬁghting Brigade on
Sept 8.
According to the agreement, the
Tibet Vocational Technical College
would establish a training base for
the brigade,offering training service
for the brigade.
The brigade also promised to
hire graduates from the college,
according to the agreement.
Phurbu Tsering, a student in the

college’s automobile maintenance
programme, said the agreement is
good news to him. “We are offered
a new channel of employment,” he
said.
For a fledgling school, its
construction and development have
also won support from institutions
and professionals from across the
country.
Qu Changjiang and Xiao Peng are
two vocational training experts from
Beijing. They went to the college
for an assistance mission in July
2019, before the school’s official
inauguration.
In the two months before its
inauguration, the two experts had
devoted their energy to drafting
regulations for the school’s
management. When the school
opened on Sept 25, they again
shifted their focus to teaching in
their own courses.
Wang Dutian is a teacher from
a vocational college in Huai’an,
Jiangsu province.
He started his assistance mission
at the Tibet Vocational Technical
College in June 2019. When his
mission was due one and half a year
later, he asked for an extension for
another year and a half.
Wang said the extension was not
an easy decision to make because
there are still a number of challenges
he has to face.
“One thing is the altitude
sickness,” Wang said. “Although we
have gradually accustomed to the
local environment,thelower content
of oxygen still causes some health
problems.”
He added that the other challenge
is his homesickness. “This is
something that can grow with time,
especially when I spoke to my wife
and two children on the phone,”
Wang said.
He said there are two reasons to
make him stay.
“The school is still in its stage
of early development,” Wang said.
“I hope to continue devoting my
experience in vocational education
to assisting its growth.”
Another reason is that his
attachment to the students has
grown stronger as he has discovered
that passion of Tibetan children.
“I like to visit the students in their
dormitories,”Wang said,“Every time
I visit, a number of students call me
‘father’. ”
He explained that “they called
me so because I’m of the same age
of their parents and they said they
sense a fatherly care from me”.
“To be called a father is the most
rewarding thing in this school so far
from my hometown,” Wang said.

Residents in Gar county work in a garment factory that was established to
receive surplus rural labourers in the county and its neighbourhood.
TIAN JINWEN / XINHUA

More jobs offered
with skill training
By YUAN SHENGGAO
Norbu Dondrup, a resident
of Gyashing township in
Kongpo’gyada county in the Tibet
autonomous region, became
impoverished in 2012-13 after
his mother contracted a serious
illness.
He tried to improve his livelihood
but failed because of lacking the
required skills.
Learningofhissituation,officials
at the poverty-reduction offices of
Nyingchi city,which administrates
Kongpo’gyada county, offered a
helping hand.They offered him an
opportunity for training in Lhasa
as a security guard.
When the training concluded,
Norbu Dondrup found a job in the
People’s Hospital of Nyingchi.
“Thanks to the government,
I found a good job and earned
enough money to improve the
ﬁnancial situation for my family,”
Norbu Dondrup said.
Like Norbu Dondrup, more rural
residents in theTibet autonomous
region are looking at vocational
training as an important means
to help them find new jobs and
improve livelihoods.
ChogyalisaresidentinNyangdoi
township in Gyalze county.He was
a member of an impoverished
family before 2016.
He learned from his fellow
villagers that there were various
training courses organised by the
government of Shigatse, which
administrates Gyalze county, to
help rural residents to master
skills for new jobs.
Chogyal recognised this was a
good opportunity to change his
fate and improve his livelihood. He
joined a training class in Shigatse
in 2017 and got a welder’s license
a few months later.
He founded a small ﬁrm in 2018
offering welding services for local
construction sites.Seeing revenue
increase steadily for his firm, he

encouraged more of his fellow
villagers, especially those from
impoverished families, to learn
welding and join him.
Chogyal later put forward
an application to the local
government to take him off of the
list of impoverished residents.
“The government helped me a
lot several years ago when I was
on the list.Now I have an adequate
income to raise me high above the
poverty line. It’s my turn to help
others,” Chogyal said.
Namgya Tsering used to be
an impoverished farmer in Nar
township in Samdrubze district,
Shigatse. With the help of the
local government, he received
training in operating construction
machinery.
Based on his experience in
the industry for several years, he
later established a construction
company himself. Currently
his annual net profit from the
business is more than 250,000
yuan (Rs 2.9 million) a year.
“Now that I am lifted out
poverty, I’m planning to create
more jobs for locals, help them
improve their income,” Namgya
Tsering said.
Chophel is the Party secretary
of Burtra village in Saga county.
To meet the growing demand of
the labour market, he opened a
labour service company helping
local residents find new jobs in
and outside the county.
His company has established
extensive co-operation with
construction, home services
and catering companies in the
neighbourhood. It has helped 115
people ﬁnd jobs and their average
per capita monthly income has
surpassed 4,000 yuan.
In addition, the company has
co-operated with local vocational
schools to offer training to
34 residents, equipping them
with such skills as cooking and
construction machine operating.

Programme helps ﬂying dream come true
By YUAN SHENGGAO
JangraYeshe,a girl from an family
of herders in Damxung county,
the Tibet autonomous region, did
not expect she would live a life
different from other children in her
neighbourhood.
Life was simple throughout her
childhood. After attending school,
she did jobs such as sheep herding
and shearing.
While herding on the grassland,
she loved to ﬂy paper planes.
“I hope some day I can ﬂy a real
aircraft and see our grassland from
the sky,” Jangra Yeshe used to say.
Her dream came true ﬁve years
ago, with the help of a povertyrelieving programme launched by
a local general aviation company.
At the end of 2016, when she
studied at Lhasa’s No. 2 Secondary
Vocational and Technical School,
Jangra Yeshe received a call from
the Lhasa-based Snow Eagle
General Aviation. The organisation
made her dreams come true when
it selected her as one of several
pilots from poverty-stricken
families.
She later learned that she was
among the 28 winners selected by
Snow Eagle General Aviation from
a greater number of candidates,

as part of the company’s povertyreduction efforts.
Sixteen of the students would
take courses for pilots and 12 for
crew members, Jangra Yeshe said.
Funded by Nanjing, Jiangsubased Ruoer General Aviation
Development Group, Snow Eagle
was founded in 2016 in Lhasa.
With business covering shortdistance transportation,emergency
rescue and sightseeing, Snow Eagle
is one of the first general aviation
companies for high-altitude plateau
operations in China.
“I couldn’t believe I would have a
chance to receive training for a pilot,”
Jangra Yeshe said.
Jangra Yeshe said she departed
from Lhasa for Nanjing on Jan 12,
2017. The journey consisted of a
train trip from Lhasa to Golmud in
Qinghai province and an air trip from
Golmud to Nanjing.
“That was my ﬁrst time travelling
by plane. I was so excited in
imagining how cool it is to fly a
helicopter myself,” Jangra Yeshe
said.
OncearrivingattheRuoerGeneral
Aviation training school in Suzhou,
Jiangsu province, she found that
learning to ﬂy is a far more arduous
task than she expected.
“During the first month at the

training school, we spent a lot time
on studying the basic theories for
ﬂying and doing exercises,” Jangra
Yeshe said.
Helicopter training started on
Feb 24, 2017.
“Flying a helicopter is much more
difficult than flying other aircrafts
because all the operations are
manual,” the girl said.
She added that positioning from
the air is even harder. “You need
to circle around again and again
to position yourself accurately.
The practice makes you very
uncomfortable.”
The girl said she encountered her
biggest challenge in her training
during a ﬂying test.
“I was flying alone for a threehour trip from Suzhou to Yangzhou,
another city in Jiangsu. The ground
positioning system malfunctioned
during the process, which made me
extremely nervous.
“Fortunately the system quickly
returned to normal,” she said.
After 150 hours of ﬂying training,
the girl said she became capable
of responding to many kinds of
emergency.
“Even without GPS, I can fly
guided by my eyesight and land
safely,” Jangra Yeshe said.
After obtaining licenses for ﬂying

a helicopter in March 2018, she
started her career as a pilot in Snow
Eagle.
“The training programme and the
jobasahelicopterpilothavebrought
fundamental changes to me and my
family,” Jangra Yeshe said.
She said she currently has a
monthly salary of more than 10,000
yuan (Rs 116,600).
“In the ﬁrst month, I gave most of
the money to my parents, leaving
only 600 yuan for myself,” Jangra
Yeshe said.
She said she hoped to buy an
apartmentinLhasaandlivetogether
with her parents.
“It’stoocoldtoliveinmyoldhouse
in Damxung county in the winter.
It should be more comfortable in
Lhasa where centralised heating is
installed in residences,” she said.
She said her parents and
neighbours have expressed their
pride in her since she became a pilot.
“Once I ﬂew a helicopter back to
Damxung on a mission, the villagers
praised me as a fairy ﬂying into the
blue sky and the pride of Damxung,”
she said.
Pema Yangzom, a girl from
Chushul county, is another
beneficiary of the Snow Eagle
programme. She was trained as an
aeroplane crew member.

Jangra Yeshe, from an impoverished family of herders in Damxung county, is a
licensed helicopter pilot at Lhasa-based Snow Eagle General Aviation.
PURBU TASHI / XINHUA

“I brought with me only 800 yuan
when I arrived at the training school
in Suzhou. Now I earn 8,000 yuan a
month,” Pema Yangzom said.
She also expected to buy an
apartment in Lhasa and live
together with her grandmother.
“Thanks to the efforts of the
government and the business
community in poverty reduction,
I’m offered a good opportunity
to change my destiny and that of
my family,” Pema Yangzom said. “I
will work harder and make greater
contributions to society.”
According to Sumtsen, an
executive of Snow Eagle, the
company has employed more than
New Delhi

110 staff members, with 75 per cent
of them being residents of Tibet.
“The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau was
once known as a ‘no-ﬂy zone’ and
it was extremely difficult to fly
helicopters there.
Now the first group of young
Tibetans has flown civilian
helicopters to the Mount
Qomolangma base camp after
professional and intensive training,”
Sumtsen said. “We will continue
our efforts in poverty reduction
and train more local professionals
to better serve the socioeconomic
development of Tibet and help
more young people realise their
dreams.”
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Welcome mat is out in the global village
Beijing’s state-of-the-art Winter Olympics accommodation is ready to open its doors to the world’s athletes. Sun Xiaochen reports

S

mart, cosy and accessible,
Beijing’s Winter Olympic
Village has all the elements
needed to provide athletes
with a safe and comfortable home
away from home during next year’s
Games.
As promised in its bid
submission, Beijing’s commitment
to hosting an “athlete-centred”
Games has materialised in a big
way, with 20 residential buildings,
all furnished and decorated to a
high standard and ﬁtted with freshair ventilation systems, completed
this month well before the opening
ceremony on Feb 4.
The village, north of the city
centre against the backdrop of
the Bird’s Nest, the main stadium
for the 2008 Summer Games,
covers 330,000 square metres
and is the largest of three official
residential areas built for the
Olympic and Paralympic Winter
Games. The others are mountain
villages in Yanqing district and in
the co-host city of Zhangjiakou,
Hebei province.
The Beijing village underwent an
operational test recently, with all
facilities, services and COVID-19
control and prevention measures
evaluated. The village will initiate a
trial run on Jan 23 before officially
opening on Jan 27.
“We are trying to make the
village a safe and comfortable
home for every athlete and official
where they can enjoy themselves
and be as relaxed as possible and
experience some of the cultural
characteristics of the host city at
the same time,”said Yang Jingfeng,
deputy director of resident services
for the village operations team.
The layout of the village’s
residential area draws inspiration
from traditional quadrangle
co u r tya rd s i n Be i j i n g , w i t h
apartment buildings surrounding
a central garden.
From a bird’s-eye view, the two
largest courtyards in the village
cut a pattern similar to a famous
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) painting

The Big Air Shougang will host the big air freestyle skiing and snowboarding competitions of the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic Games. Inspired by the Mogao Grottoes
fresco Flying Apsaras, the ramp has been designed to resemble a ribbon floating in the air. GAO ZEHONG / FOR CHINA DAILY

depicting people enjoying outdoor
activities on ice.
In the village plaza, exhibition
sites will accommodate Chinese
cultural displays and traditional
Chinese medicine promotions
during the Games.
“It’s very important that we
make the village special enough
that athletes from all over the world
recognise it is Beijing, it is China,
once they settle in,”Yang said.
The village’s reception centre, to
the west of the residential zone,was
rebuilt on the site of an abandoned
factory, with its main structure,
walls and beams reused to create
a large space for security checks,

Beijing’s Winter Olympic Village covers 330,000 square metres and comprises 20
residential buildings. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Courage is the real beauty
By WANG QIAN
She looked stunning on the
catwalk. This was not just because
of her beauty or the clothes she was
wearing.She also seemed to radiate
an inner strength. She is not even
a professional model, but her oneminute catwalk had racked up more
than 160 million views on the microblogging platform Sina Weibo by
Oct 26.
When Niu Yu strutted conﬁdently
down the catwalk at Shanghai
Fashion Week last month, she did it
with her artiﬁcial leg in full view, and
in that single action she combined
beauty with courage.
“It is a really big breakthrough for
me to stand on a stage,” Niu said.
“Losing a leg doesn’t mean losing
my passion for life.”
Everyone has their own beauty,
she said.
The 24-year-old is a photographer
in Chengdu, Sichuan province, who,
at the age of 11, lost her right leg,
which was amputated just above
the knee, in the 2008 Wenchuan
earthquake. It took her more than
10 years to accept her new body
image.
Having faced prejudice against
the physically challenged, as well
as negative and hurtful comments,
Niu found her own way to challenge
outdated stereotypes.
One of her latest videos showed
her walking along Chunxi Road,
Chengdu’s busiest commercial
street, in September, with her
prosthetic leg lit up with LEDs. The
shining limb made it impossible for
passersby not to stare.
“My prosthesis is a badge of
survival and courage, of my fight
for life in hospital,” she said. “It is a
part of me and not something to be
hidden.”
She wanted to tell those who are
physically impaired and stuck at
home to walk out on the street and

Niu Yu ﬁnishes running the half
marathon marking the 10th anniversary
of the 2008 Wenchuan earthquake.
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

enjoy the sunshine,
she said.
Her optimistic
attitude towards
life has warmed
the hearts of social
Niu Yu
media users. Some
said that in her they
see“a bright,sunny and wholesome
girl”.
Thirteen years ago Niu was buried
under the ruins of her school in
Beichuan Qiang autonomous
county for three days following the
8.0-magnitude earthquake. Her
right leg was so badly damaged
it had to be amputated above the
knee. When doctors suggested
amputating the other leg, fearing
a gangrenous infection, her father
begged on his knees for them not to.
Having more than 30 operations
to remove the dead, damaged
and infected tissue, and staying
in hospital for more than three
months, her left leg was finally

saved. Niu learned to stand on one
leg and move with the use of the
prosthesis.
Her trauma caused her to doubt
herself. She became introverted
and refused to take a subway by
herself or dine out alone. Every
time she went outside, she would
tape sponge to her prosthetic leg
and wear long trousers to hide her
disability, while constantly fearing
that her gait would give her away.
The turning point came in
2018, the 10th anniversary of the
earthquake, when she registered to
run a half marathon organised by
the Wenchuan county government.
Niu wore shorts in the event,
showing her prosthetic leg in public.
She finished the 21-kilometre
marathon in 3 hours and 53
minutes, at times almost walking.
But the time did not matter. It
was her way to thank those who
helped Wenchuan recover from the
earthquake and tell the world that
it was all in the past. The present
and the future now demanded her
attention.
Since the race, Niu has begun to
embrace herself for who she is.
She keeps reminding herself that
the journey of life is short and every
ﬂeeting moment counts.
She knows that it is not what
she is missing that deﬁnes her, but
what she has got — courage and
conﬁdence.
“When children see people like
me walking on the street, I hope
that, in their eyes, we can be the
superheroes, representing power
and courage,” Niu said.
Now she works as a photographer
in Chengdu, and she got there
her way. Some shots require the
photographer to squat, a position
ruled out by her artificial leg.
Instead, she lies on the ground to
click the shutter.
“Nobody can define you, but
yourself,” she said.

Tea
tourism
revives
village
By YANG FEIYUE
The tea terraces resembled
giant shining steps, glowing under
the heavy autumn sun, as the
green tea plants that adorned
them sprouted tender shoots in
the town of Liubao in late October.
It was right after Frost’s
Descent, the 18th of 24 solar
terms, fell on Oct 23. Locals were
busy harvesting the leaves. This
was an auspicious time for the
ritual. The fragrance of the leaves
is considered to be at its sharpest
due to the temperature difference
between day and night at this
time of the year, as well as little
rainwater.
It was not just farmers who
were shuttling among the trees;
visitors were also exploring the
rural charm of the town that sits in
Cangwu county, Guangxi Zhuang
autonomous region.
The visitors usually bring a
sense of activity to the normally
quiet town, the local authority
says. Many do what the locals do:
carry a bamboo basket on their
shoulders and pick tea leaves.
Naturally, they pose for pictures
against the backdrop of the
looming terraces and the clear
blue sky.
At the end of the day travellers
can refresh themselves with the
tea, learning to fry and roll the
leaves the old-fashioned way,while

body temperature monitoring,
accreditation services, check-in
and media operations.
Facilitated by 5G internet and
artificial intelligence technology,
self-navigating robots have been
tested to provide concierge
ser vices, refreshments and
disinfection in the lobby.
The village’s owner, Beijing
Investment Group Co, said all
the permanent buildings within
the complex have passed the
highest three-star certification
for green construction with the
recycling of materials, energy
saving and environmental
protection given priority

throughout the development.
The internal decoration of the
apartment buildings has also met
the globally recognised WELL
Building Standard, paying extra
attention to residents’ health
through careful consideration of air
quality, water, lighting and space.
A smart housing control system
has been installed in each of the
apartments, allowing athletes and
officials, especially para-sports
athletes, to control lights, air
conditioners and curtains in their
rooms by using a phone app.
The system also features selfadjusting functions to keep room
temperature and brightness within
a comfortable range to avoid
unnecessary energy consumption,
said Li Bin, a staff member of the
village operations team.
“The smart system was
developed especially to cater to
the needs of all the Paralympic
athletes. With service robots also
to be deployed in the residential
area, para-sports athletes can use
a smartphone app to navigate
through the village, where barrierfree facilities have been installed.”
During the Paralympic Winter
Games, which run from March 4 to
13, the Beijing village will provide
1,040 beds to accommodate a
smaller group of residents.
In every bedroom an emergency
button is positioned just above
a night stand, and the indoor
wardrobe has a push-open door.
Each bathroom features non-slip
ﬂooring, a toilet with handrails on
both sides and a roll-in shower.
As with Games competition
venues, the Olympic Village will be
transformed to serve residential
and commercial functions in the
local community.
Qu Chen, a project manager with
Beijing Investment Group, said
that Beijing will offer the village
as public rental housing to young
professionals after the Olympics.
Following the 2008 Games, the
Olympic Village apartments were
sold on the residential market.

A couple from Iran pick tea leaves in a tea garden in Liubao town, Guangxi
Zhuang autonomous region. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

the aroma spills from heated pots
and permeates the air.
Kos i m a We b e r L i u , f ro m
Germany, visited the town in
October and was impressed by
the tea there.
“I had only heard of the teamaking processes before, but I got
to experience what it was like to
roast tea myself,” she said.
“I felt I’ve been to a special,
mystical place in China.”
Liubao town has been known for
its dark tea that, for 1,500 years,
has been a brew to savour. It has
ideal conditions for tea production,
with an equilibrium of humidity,
sunshine, soil and an elevation
about 600 metres above sea level.
Liubao tea is considered one of
the best in China and was served in
tribute to Emperor Jiaqing during
the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911).
It was also used as a herbal
medicine to counter hot and
humid conditions when Chinese
people emigrated to Southeast
Asia in the late 19th century.
Liubao tea can be produced
from spring to autumn. Although
the leaves from early spring are
considered the most tender and
thus top quality, they carry a
unique ﬂavour when harvested in
late fall.
The local government has been
developing integration of tea and
tourism over the years.
“With more tourists,
New Delhi

‘agritainment’ that combines
accommodation, farming and teapicking experiences has taken off,”
said Cao Zhang, Party secretary of
Liubao town.
In the village of Dazhong,
southeast of Liubao, locals
were encouraged to develop tea
gardens under a programme
that brings together business,
co-operative oversight and rural
households. The village received
150,000 visitors during this year’s
Spring Festival, and it is part of
the rural revitalisation belt that
the Liubao government has been
striving to build.
The goal is to develop a
distinctive tea street, rural
homestays and green tea parks
for sightseeing, and create unique
scenery, with villages displaying
different characteristics,Cao said.
The Liubao tea museum gives
visitors a comprehensive taste of
what is involved in bringing in the
refreshing beverage to one’s cup.
Khani Fariba and IshtiaqAhmed,
a couple from Iran, were surprised
by the romance associated with
the tea during their visit to the
museum.
In the first part of the 20th
century, residents would gift
Liubao tea and salt to a bride to
symbolise long-lasting affection,
because tea originates from the
mountain and salt comes from the
ocean.
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NFHS SURVEY OUT

Dip in women owning property, but
better financial, social autonomy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

THE NUMBER of women who
own a house or land in Delhi, either alone or jointly, has significantly dipped over the past five
years, the fifth National Family
Health Survey (NFHS) shows.
While the percentage of
womenwhohadahouseorland
registeredintheirnamein201516 was around 35%, it dipped to
22.7% in 2020-21.
The percentage of women
who have a bank account that
they use, meanwhile, has gone
up 8 percentage points and
women who have a mobile
phone that they use is up by 7
percentage points. The percentage of women who have ever
used the internet was around
64% as compared to 85% men
(seebox). Thisdatawas notavailable in the previous survey.
The survey was conducted
in two phases due to the pandemic-induced lockdown. The
first phase was between
January and March 2020 and
the second from November
2020 to January 2021.
Information was gathered
from 9,486 households, 11,159
women, and 1,700 men in
Delhi.

EXCERPTS FROM NFHS SURVEY
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT (WOMEN AGE 15-49 YEARS)
2020-21
Participation of married women in household decisions

2015-16

92%

Women who worked in last 12 months and paid in cash

24.9%

Women owning a house and/or land (alone or jointly)

22.7%

73.8%
21.1%
34.9%

Women having a bank or savings account that they use

72.5%

64.5%

Women having a mobile phone that they themselves use

73.8%

66.6%

NUTRITIONAL STATUS OF ADULTS (AGE 15-49 YEARS)
2020-21

2015-16

Women whose Body Mass Index (BMI) is below normal

10%

14.9%

Men whose Body Mass Index (BMI) is below normal

9.1%

17.7%

41.3%

33.5%

38%

24.6%

2,548

8,518

Women who are overweight or obese
Men who are overweight or obese
Average out-of-pocket expenditure per delivery in a
public health facility (in Rs)
Women who have ever used the internet

63.8%

NA

Men who have ever used the internet

85.2%

NA

25%

15.7%

Households with any usual member covered under a
health insurance/financing scheme

According to the survey, the
participationof marriedwomen
in household decisions such as

health care for self, making major household purchases, and
visits to her family or relatives

have gone up from around 74%
in 2015-16 to 92% now.
The one area that has seen a

significant improvement is the
average out-of-pocket expenditure per delivery in a public
health facility. It went from Rs
8,518 to Rs 2,548 in five years.
Officials said the reason for
this could be two-pronged.
“One, the number of families
covered by insurance has gone
up. The second could be that the
Delhi government has made
treatment and procedures in
government hospitals completely free,” said a government
official.
The percentage of households with a member covered
underahealthinsurance/financing scheme has increased over
10 percentage points — from
15.7% to 25%.
Meanwhile, obesity among
both men and women has risen.
While 41.3% of women are now
overweight or obese, this figure
is 38% for men. The rise in the
percentage of men who are
overweight or obese, however,
has been faster in men than in
women (see box).
In women, the instance of
sterilisation has gone down
slightly — from around 20% to
18%. In men, this has remained
static at 0.2%. The use of condoms, meanwhile, has seen an
eight percentage point increase
from 20% to over 28%.

BRIEFLY

Driverlesstrain
opsstarton
PinkLine
New Delhi: Driverless
train operations started
on Thursday on the 59km Pink Line of the Delhi
Metro,puttingitinfourth
position globally among
the networks which operate this cutting-edge
technology. PTI

Manheldfor
rapingminor
NewDelhi:Twodaysafter
an11-year-oldgirlwasallegedly kidnapped and
sexually assaulted, police
arrested a 27-year-old
man. Police said the accused is a ‘sex offender’
with at least 8 cases under the POCSO Act,
sexual assault and sexual
harassment registered
against him.

Heroinworth
100crseized,
manheld
New
Delhi:
Police
Thursdaysaidtheyseized
‘fine-quality’
heroin
worthRs100crorefroma
foreign national in
Dwarka. He was arrested
outside his house in
Mohan Garden with the
drugs, said police. DCP
(Dwarka)
Shankar
Choudharysaid,“At5pm,
our team found a vacant
plot and the accused
came on a scooter there.
Hewasapprehended.We
recovered 10.68 kg of
heroin from his possession.”

Matrimonial
dispute:Man
sentencedto
threemonths
imprisonment
New Delhi: The HC
Thursday sentenced a
man to imprisonment of
three months and imposed Rs 2,000 after ruling that he “tried to act
over smart” by concealing his true income and
expenditure, in defiance
of court orders directing
him to disclose the same.
The order was passed in
a contempt petition filed
by the man’s wife in connection with the payment of maintenance by
him. ENS

SEALED OFF
At the farmers’ protest site in Ghazipur, Thursday. The Delhi Police said security arrangements have been beefed up at
various border points of the national capital, as protesters are set to gather in large numbers on Friday to mark one year of
the farmers’ protest. Prem Nath Pandey

Hundreds to arrive at
Farmer en route to
Tikri for 1-yr protest Delhi’s borders today
event dies in accident
PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
GURGAON, NOVEMBER 25

A 50-YEAR-OLD farmer died
whilean80-year-oldfarmersustained injuries after a speeding
truck allegedly hit a trolley,
which was part of a convoy
headed to the Tikri border
protest site to participate in the
first anniversary of the farmers’
protests, on Wednesday night in
Gohana, said police. The truck
driver was arrested before he
was released on bail, said police.
According to police, the incident tookplace at Mahra Chowk
on the Gohana-Rohtak highway
when several trolleys from
Punjab heading to the Tikri border had stopped near a dhaba.
Police said the victim has
been identified as Baljit Singh,
fromDhillwanvillageatBarnala,
Punjab and was affiliated with
the Bhartiya Kisan Union (BKU),
Sidhupur. The injured, Balwant
Singh, from Dhillwan village,
Barnala, is associated with BKU
Dakaunda. He was rushed to
PGIMER Rohtak.
ASP (Gohana) Nikita Khattar
said an FIR was registered: “The
farmers had blocked the highway after the incident as they
had some issues related to not
being provided first aid at the

nearesthospital,whichwaslater
resolved after consultation.”
Bhupinder Singh (31), an
eyewitness who was travelling
with the convoy, said they left
with more than 60 trolleys on
November 24 morning from
Barnala for Tikri border to celebrate the first anniversary of
farmers’ protests.
“We had dinner at 7 pm and
at 8.45 pm, we stopped at a
dhabanearMahrachowkfortea.
While some of us went inside,
Baljit and Balwant were standing next to a trolley near a nonmotorable road when the truck
rammed into them,” said Singh.
He added that both were
rushed to a private hospital for
treatment: “Initially, the hospital staff did not provide first aid,
so we staged a protest and
blocked the highway. Balwant
was later referred to PGI Rohtak.
He was discharged after treatment.”
He said that Baljit Singh was
associatedwithBKUSidhupurfor
more than 10 years. “He used to
come to Tikri several times and
owned3-4acresofland,”hesaid.
An FIR was registered at
Barauda police station under IPC
sections279,337and304-A,said
police. The body was handed
over to his family after the postmortem.

Thousands of farmers set off to the borders carrying
beddings, woollens and tents to accommodate the
additional rush. Amit Mehra

RAAKHIJAGGA

LUDHIANA,NOVEMBER25
AS THE protest against the three
farm laws completes a year on
Friday,hundredsof farmersfrom
PunjabheadedtotheSinghuand
Tikri borders.
The
Union
Cabinet
Wednesday cleared a bill to be
takenupintheWinterSessionof
Parliament,beginningnextweek,
to roll back the three laws, days
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced the decision to
repealthem.Thefarmers’unions
welcomedthemovebutsaidthey
willcontinuetheagitationtillthe
governmentagreestotheirother
demands,includinglegalguarantee for MSP.
Thousands of farmers set off

totheborderscarryingbeddings,
woollens and tents to accommodatetheadditionalrush.“Wehave
made arrangements for winters.
Haqlayebinanahivapasaawange
(we will not return without gettingourrightfuldue),”saidMalan
KaurfromBathindawhowaspart
of the BKU Ugrahan convoy.
Apart from taking the road
route, many boarded trains too.
BKU Ugrahan general secretary
Sukhdev Singh Kokrikalan
claimed that 1,055 mini buses,
878 buses and 290 trucks carrying farmers have left for Delhi.
The Samyukt Kisan Morcha,
meanwhile, said its “historic
struggle”completesayearFriday
and farmers will mark it “with
massiveprotestsatDelhimorchas
andthecapitalsanddistrictheadquarters of distant states...”
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VACCINATIONS IN
LAST 24 HOURS
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Free helmets, dinner sets,
doses in fields: How Nuh
is pushing up vaccination
PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
GURGAON, NOVEMBER 25

ANNOUNCEMENTSFROMloudspeakers at mosques and temples, discounts on medicines,
even free helmets and dinner
sets for the vaccinated — these
are among initiatives by the Nuh
administration to step up the
pace of Covid-19 vaccination in
the Haryana district.
Nuh has the lowest vaccination rate in Haryana and, according to data shared at the conference of state health ministers in
Delhi in October, was among the
48 lowest performing districts
in the country in terms of vaccine coverage.
Data shared by Nuh district
administration shows that till
November 22, the first dose coverage in Nuh stood at 50.2% (as
against the all-India rate of 82%)
and the second dose coverage at
10.8%(all-India:44%).Outof 435
villages in the district, only 38
have been fully vaccinated. In a
state where almost 90% of the
adultpopulation has got the first
dose and over 46% both doses,
Nuh is a glaring outlier.
Earlier this month, the district administration decided to
go all out to push up vaccination
rates in Nuh — from door-todoor inoculations to launching a
stringof incentives to encourage
beneficiaries.
The push seems to be working.Fromanaverageof250doses
per day in June, so far in
November, 15,000 daily doses
have been given to beneficiaries,
say officials. On Thursday, 15,918
people were vaccinated, with
14,386 getting the first dose and
1,532 receiving the second dose.
Nuh Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Captain Shakti Singh said
that as a first step to tackle the
low vaccination rate, a monitoring committee with influential
peoplefromthevillage—clerics,
ex-sarpanchs, women self-help
groups — was set up to mobilise
people to get vaccinated.
“The committee conducted
an awareness programme and
dispelled rumours about the
vaccine and informed us where
tosendourvaccinatorteams.We
also found that lack of public
transport was a deterrent for
people to get vaccinated, so we
arranged vehicles to ferry them.
Now, since sowing season is on,

40% of Haryana
‘forest’ land:
Questions over
state govt claim
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Nuh has the lowest vaccination rate in Haryana. Express
we are sending teams to agricultural fields to enhance coverage.
A pilot programme has started
in Punhana and teams will go to
other places,” said Singh.
He said the administration
alsoropedinlocalreligiousleaders and asked them to make announcements on loudspeakers
frommosquesandtemples, persuadingpeopletogetvaccinated.
The DC said the administration also tied up with traders to
incentivise people. “Somepetrol
pumpdealershaveofferedadiscountof 50paiseperlitretofully
vaccinated people. People can
show their vaccination certificates on phone and avail the discount. The local chemist associationhasalsoagreedtooffera5%
discount on medicines to those
who have taken their first dose
and a discount of 10% to the fully
vaccinated. We are in talks with
local automobile dealers about
schemes where vaccinated people will get a free helmet and a
dinner set on purchasing a motorcycle,”saidSingh,addingthat
they had brought in a policy
wherein only vaccinated people
would be allowed to distribute
ration at depots in the district.
The administration also
roped in local celebrities, among
them Salman Ali, a reality show
singer, who recorded a video
message asking people to get
vaccinated as soon as possible.
“The low literacy levels and
lack of education are major reasons why vaccination rates are
low in Nuh [56% literacy among
men and 35% among women].
Orthodoxyandrumourmongering are other reasons. People
would rather listen to the cleric
thantodoctorsorofficials.Also,it
hasbeenawhilesincethesecond

wave and the fear has passed.
People do not want to risk the
fever from the vaccine — sowing
season is on and they don’t want
to sit at home,” said Singh. He
added that for the next phase of
inoculation,thestategovernment
hasdirectedthedistrictadministration to target 50 villages with
the lowest vaccination rates.
Officials said the health department hired 44 cars to help
over 1,100 ASHA workers and
220AuxiliaryNurseMidwivesto
go to vaccination centres in the
district.
While villages that achieved
100% vaccination were given
grantsforinfrastructureprojects,
top vaccinators were identified.
“To motivate the staff, a daily list
of top five vaccinators, based on
doses administered, is prepared
and circulated among all PHCs
and CHCs in the district. At the
same time, vaccinators at the
bottom of that list are contacted
to understand the challenges
they face,” said the DC.
An official of the health department,
requesting
anonymity, said, “After the appointment of data entry operators, the productivity of vaccinators improved remarkably.
Earlier, a vaccinator could only
vaccinate50peopleadaysincea
lot of time was spent uploading
and managing data. The current
average of a vaccinator is 426
vaccinations a day.”
Sunita, who works at a primary health centre in Ghasera,
in Nuh, said vaccine hesitancy
was a major problem in the district. “Atthe villageandcommunity level, we are working with
panchayats to counsel people
about the long-term benefits of
vaccination,” she said.

99% POCSO cases in
courts pending trial
in 2020: Praja report

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 25

JIGNASASINHA

A GROUP of environmentalists
have raised questions over the
Haryanagovernment’sclaimthat
“structures on 40% area of state
(are) required to be demolished
if it implements the apex court’s
2018 verdict in the Faridabad
Kant Enclave demolition case”.
In the Kant Enclave case, the
Supreme Court in September
2018hadobservedthat“wehave
no doubt land notified by the
state of Haryana under provisions of the PLP (Punjab Land
Preservation)Actmustbetreated
as‘forest’and‘forestland’andhas
infactbeensotreatedforseveral
decadesbythestateof Haryana”.
Thestategovernmenthadrecentlytoldtheapexcourtthatthe
totalareaof 17,39,907Ha(39.35%
of the total geographical area of
thestate)hasbeennotifiedunder
Sections 3, 4 and 5 of the Punjab
LandPreservation(PLPA)Act.This
includes100%areaofatleast11of
the 22 districts including
Panchkula, Ambala, Yamunanagar,Gurgaon,Farida-bad,Palwal,
Mewat, Mahendragarh, Rewari,
BhiwaniandCharkhiDadri,itsaid.
Former IFS officer RP Balwan
told The Indian Express: “PLPA
came into existence long ago but
nobodytreatedareasnotifiedunderSection3asforest...”ForestanalystChetanAgarwalsaid:“...Ifthe
government’s plea is accepted
then the ‘forest’ tag to Aravallis in
GurgaonandFaridabadandsouth
Haryana will be lost.”
On the objections, a senior
Haryana government officer refused to comment stating they
have already filed an affidavit in
the SC in this regard.

WHILE THERE has been a dip in
crimes against children in Delhi
in 2020, the pendency of such
cases in courts is at an all-time
high as judgments have been
passed in only 1% of the cases, as
per a report by the Praja
Foundation.
Data released by the foundation shows a huge pendency in
cases under the IPC, Special and
Local Laws, crimes against
women, and crimes against children in the city. A total of 16,667
cases of crimes against children
(CAC)werebeforecourtslastyear
of which99%arependingtrial,as
per data till December 2020.
Special courts were set up to
dealwithheinouscrimesagainst
children, focus on POCSO cases,
and dispose of them within a
year. However, more than 77% of
POCSO cases at Delhi courts take
1-3 years to complete trial while
over 16% of cases take up to 5
yearsforajudgment,datashows.
Lawyerssayvirtualcourtsset
up during the pandemic and unorganised police-court mechanism may be behind the delay.
Deeksha Dwivedi, a criminal
lawyer, told The Indian Express,
“We have designated sessions
courts to deal with POCSO cases,
but a majority of these cases are
complex.Theevidenceisverydifficult to gather, and police aren’t
sensitised enough to deal with
victims and even the accused...
Also, judges who deal with these
cases are overburdened which
leads to longer trials despite the
POCSO Act stating that trials
should end in a year.”

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

New Delhi

Supreme Court lawyer and
senior Advocate Rebecca John
added, “The pandemic has given
rise to a huge pendency... much
worse than what it was earlier.
There’sbeenadelaybecauseonly
those matters were taken up
which could be dealt with in virtualcourts.Caseswhereevidence
had to be recorded could not be
takenupvirtuallyandmosttrials
wereheldup.InPOCSOcases,the
courts have now started to take
up matters as they have opened
for physical hearings.”
As per Delhi Police data, 1,197
caseswereregisteredin2020—a
30% dip compared to 2019 when
over 1,719 cases were lodged.
However, data from Praja shows
thatthereisamassivedelayininvestigation. In more than half the
POCSO cases, investigation takes
morethan90-120daystobecompleted. As per data, 56% of CAC
caseslodgedin2020awaitinvestigation while chargesheets have
been filed in only 36% of cases.
Chinmoy Biswal, Delhi Police
spokesperson, said, “In Delhi, we
register CAC and POCSO cases
promptly and take the deadline
of60days(POCSO)veryseriously.
A majority of the 56% pending
cases last year have been
chargesheeted and moved to
court.Understandably,therewill
always be cases under investigation... We have higher
chargesheeting rate (99.06%)
than all-India (94.7%) or metro
cities (96.8%), with much higher
convictionrate(80%)thanMetro
cities (42.4%) or all-India (39.6%)
average.Also,amajorcomponent
incrimesagainstchildrenismissing children’s cases. We strictly
andpromptlyregisterthesecases
under sections of kidnapping.”
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AQI TO DIP OVER NEXT TWO DAYS

Workers hit by construction
ban to get Rs 5,000 each
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

GURGAON, NOVEMBER 25

ALL EDUCATIONAL institutions
including government and private schools in Gurgaon will reopen Friday, as per directions of
theHaryanagovernment. An order dated November 25 by
Deputy Commissioner Yash
Garg, said all schools -- government and private — as well as
other educational institutes will
open from Friday and will have
to follow Covid protocols.
Schools had earlier been
closed in Gurgaon, Faridabad,
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Thursday’s AQI was ‘very poor’; the CM said special camps
wil be set up to register those workers who are not in the
records yet. Amit Mehra
the forecast by the System of Air
QualityandWeatherForecasting
and Research (SAFAR), air quality is expected to dip further on
Friday and by Saturday and
could fall in the 'severe' category
again after nearly a week.
“Local surface winds are relatively low for the next three
days. This reduces dispersion of
pollutants, leading to deterioration of air quality… On
(November) 29, local surface
winds are likely to increase resulting in improvement of air
quality within the 'very poor'
category. Local emissions and
weatherarelikelytobethedominantfactorscontrollingairquality. Effective fire count is 219 and
its percentage share in Delhi's
PM 2.5 is 6%," Thursday's analy-

Sonipat and Jhajjar from
November 14 to 17 due to deteriorating air quality in districts
around Delhi-NCR. At the time,
the government had banned all
types of construction and development activities and had also
prohibited stubble burning.
On November 17, the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) had said
all private and government
schools, colleges and other educational institutionsinDelhi and
other NCR cities shall remain
closed ‘until further orders’. As
per CPCB, the AQI in Gurgaon
was334(verypoor)onThursday.

sis stated.
Delhi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai, meanwhile, said construction and demolition activities, which do not include
plumbing, interior decoration,
electricwork,andcarpentry,will
be banned.
"Development work is also
important and there was an
improvement in the pollution
levels in Delhi after the initial
ban. We are mentally prepared
for everything. If the situation
improves, we will consider the
prospect of re-opening. If it
worsens, we will take necessary actions. Keeping the
court's instructions in mind,
construction and demolition
work in Delhi have been
banned once again. For the past

week, because construction
and demolition work was
halted, construction workers
had been facing trouble. The
Kejriwal government has now
decided to provide financial assistance to these workers. For
this, we will work with the
Labour Department and prepare an outline," Rai said.
The Delhi government had
last year transferred Rs 5,000
into accounts of cab and rickshawdriversaswellasconstruction workers who had been hit
hard because of the pandemic.
Special registration drives
have been conducted in the city
for construction workers after
the Delhi High Court intervened
intheissueanditwaslearntthat
the registration of many workers had expired and was not renewed.
In April 2020, there were
only about 40,000 registered
workers in Delhi, down from
over 3 lakh in 2015. After the
drives, there are over 2 lakh registered workers now.

Govt forms Yamuna
Cell for cleaning river
New Delhi: The Delhi government has formed a Yamuna
CleaningCell,which will include
officials of all state government
bodies that have a role in cleaning and maintaining the river.
“In order to expedite interdepartmental decision making
andexecution,wehaveformeda
Yamuna Cleaning Cell (YCC) today,headedbyCEO,DJBandrepresentatives of all departments
concerned.Thiswillexpeditethe

Yamunacleaningprocess,” Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
tweeted.
He had last week said that
his government will clean the
Yamuna before the next assembly polls in 2025. In a meeting
held on the issue Thursday, CM
said work will be taken up on
this front with “same seriousness and mindset which was applied to education and health
sectors”. ENS
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HC seeks latest status
Assembly panel
summons Kangana report on riot cases
Ranaut over her
remarks on Sikhs
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

Schools in Gurgaon
will reopen today
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

A DAY after the Supreme Court
told the Delhi government to
continue its ban on construction
and demolition, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said the government will transfer Rs 5,000 each
into the accounts of workers to
help them tide over financial
hardship caused by it.
On Monday, thegovernment
had lifted a nearly week-long
ban on construction and demolition because of rising pollution
levels in the city — the AQI had
dipped to the ‘severe’ range in
the whole of NCR last week. The
Supreme Court, however, told
the government to continue the
ban,andthatitwouldreviewthe
situation on Monday.
“We follow all directions and
observations made by the
SupremeCourt.Wehavebanned
construction again in Delhi today as per orders. Construction
activity has been prohibited in
Delhi for many days now. I have
given orders that Rs 5,000 each
be transferred into the accounts
of constructionworkers.Wewill
alsocompensateforthelossthey
have suffered in minimum
wages. We will set up special
camps to register those workers
who are not in the records yet,"
Kejriwal said.
Delhi’s air quality on
Thursday was in the 'very poor'
range (AQI of 400). According to
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DELHI ASSEMBLY’S Committee
on Peace and Harmony has issuedsummonstoactorKangana
Ranaut for her comments on
Sikhs purportedly made on
Instagram. Notices were issued
to her on three different addresses — at Pali Hill and Khar —
toappearinfrontof thecommittee on December 6 at noon.
“TheCommitteehasreceived
multiplecomplaintselicitingoutrageously offensive and derogatory Instagram stories/ posts allegedlypublishedbyMsKangana
Ranaut,thefilmactress,onherofficial Instagram account namely
@kanganaranaut. According to
the complainants, the stories
publishedbyMsKanganaRanaut
onherInstagramaccount,which
has a massive reach and is being
followed by around 80 lakh people worldwide, specifically illustrates the instances which hurt
religious sentiments of the Sikh
community and has a tendency
todisturbthepeaceandharmony
of society,”astatementissuedby
the committee said.
“Given the gravity and importanceof alltheseissuesinthe
NCT of Delhi, the committee on
‘Peace and Harmony’ under the
Chairmanship of MLA Raghav
Chadha has summoned Ms
Kangana Ranaut to appear before the Committee so as to deliberate on the present issue in a
morecomprehensiveandcoherent manner. The summons was
issued and she has been called
to appear on 06.12.2021 at 12
pm,” the statement added.
Ranauthadpostedamessage
on Instagram after Prime

Kangana Ranaut (left); panel
chairperson Raghav Chadha
Minister Narendra Modi announced last week that the farm
laws, which farmers from severalstateshadprotestedagainst,
would be repealed. Calling protesters“Khalistaniterrorists”,she
hadalsoalludedtothe1984antiSikhriots.AnFIRagainstherwas
earlier filed in Mumbai.
The Peace and Harmony
Committeewasformedafterthe
Northeast Delhi riots in 2020, to
lookintoincidentsthatcoulddisrupt peace. Last week, the committeequestionedFacebookofficialsoverhatespeechandefforts
of the platform to counter it.
While Facebook had gone to
court against the summons, the
Supreme Court in July refused to
quashthembutsaidthecommitteeshouldnotencroachintosubjects reserved for the Centre —
police and law and order. These
subjects are under the Centre in
Delhisinceitisnotafullstatebut
a UT with special powers.
Committee Chairperson
Raghav Chadha said the panel
was empowered to look into “all
such issues, happenings etc that
have the potential to cause communal distress and disharmony
and to deepen fault lines”.
Ranaut’s team did not respondtoquestionsregardingthe
summons.

THE DELHI High Court
Thursday directed the Delhi
Police to file the latest status report containing details of all
cases registered in connection
with the Northeast Delhi riots
and steps taken for their investigation.
The division bench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and Justice
Jyoti Singh said it will hear on
January 28 the petitions connected to the 2020 violence including those seeking an independent SIT probe into the
episode and action against political leaders who allegedly
gave hate speeches prior to it.
The court passed the order
after one of the petitioners said
the police report does not disclose the requisite information
and an updated status report
needs to be filed in the matter.
It was also urged before the
court that a date should be
given for hearing cases that
have remained pending since
2020.
The Delhi Police in a status
report told the court that a total
of 758 cases were registered
and 695 are being investigated by the Northeast Delhi
district police. As many as 62
cases were transferred to the
Crime Branch and three dedicated SITs have been set up
to probe them, said police,
adding that one of the cases
alleging a larger conspiracy
is being investigated by the
Special Cell.
Regarding the status of
the cases, police said as of
October 4, chargesheets have
been filed in 361 cases and
charges have been framed by
the trial courts in 67. Four
cases have also been
quashed by the High Court
and the accused in two cases
have been discharged. An ac-

Delhi Police told court 758
cases were registered and
695 are being investigated
by NE district police. Archive
quittal also has taken place.
Charges are yet to be framed
in 287 cases, as per the status report.
Police claimed that all FIRs
have been or are being “investigated promptly, diligently and
in accordance with law by the
Delhi Police”.
Rejecting the allegations
mentioned in the petitions, it
also questioned their reliance
on the report prepared by
the
Delhi
Minorities
Commission and other factfinding bodies.

GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI:
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT
POLLUTION CONTROL DIVISION
5/9 UNDER HILL ROAD DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
ATTENTION:
VEHICLE
OWNERS
GOING
FOR
REFUELING THEIR VEHICLES WITHOUT MANDATORY
POLLUTION CONTROL CERTIFICATE
1. The General public is hereby informed that it is mandatory for every
vehicle owner to carry a valid Pollution Under Control Certificate (PUCC)
to comply with the prescribed emission norms.
2. The Transport Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi in its ongoing efforts to
control vehicular pollution and to improve Air Quality in Delhi, has
launched a massive enforcement drive against the vehicles, which do not
have valid PUC certificate, and against visibly polluting vehicles.
3. All Registered motor vehicle owners whose vehicles are more than 01year-old from the date of registration (except electric/ battery driven
vehicles) are requested to get their vehicle checked and obtain the PUC
certificate from the authorised PUC centres.
4. The PUC facilities are widely available at most of the petrol pumps and
Automobile Dealer workshops. The list of authorized pollution checking
centres is available at the website of the Transport department, GNCT of
Delhi. (www.https://transport.delhi.gov.in)
5. All the registered vehicle owners are requested to show/ display their
validly issued PUC certificate while filling fuel at the fuel stations.
6. The vehicle owners who fail to get the validly issued PUC certificate are
liable to be challaned under section 190 (2) of Motor Vehicle Act,1993 and
may lead to imprisonment up to 6 months or fine up to Rs.10,000/- or with
both. They will also be disqualified to hold their Driving license for 03
months.
Sd/Dy. Commissioner (PCD)
Transport Department

DIP/Shabdarth/D/0338/21-22
New Delhi
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

Centre tells SC it will revisit
Rs 8 lakh EWS income norm
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

RAISING DAY

THE CENTRE Thursday told the
Supreme Court that it will revisit
the criteria that fixes a limit of Rs
8lakhinannualincometodetermine Economically Weaker
Sections(EWS)forthepurposeof
extending reservation benefits.
This was conveyed by
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
to a bench, headed by Justice D
Y Chandrachud, which had earlier asked the Centre to explain
the criteria it had employed to
arrive at the figure. “In the matter,Ihaveinstructions tosaythat
the Government has decided to
revisit the criteria. We will formulate a committee and take a
fresh decision within four
weeks,” Mehta said.
The bench, also comprising
Justices Surya Kant and Vikram
Nath, is hearing a batch of pleas
challenging the July 29 notification of the Medical Counselling
Committee (MCC) providing 27

PROJECT HARYANA

Nadda in Goa:
Opp misled
nation about
vaccine

TALENT SPOTTING

EVER SINCE Jitender Singh became Science and Technology
Minister, he has had a unique additional duty. Parents who
believetheirchildrenhaveexceptionalscientificabilities have
been visiting him at his residence, with their children. While
parents often exaggerate the abilities of their children, the
minister was pleasantly surprised when one such candidate
was presented before him two months ago — a 15-year-old
boy who has been building rudimentary satellites at home in
his Jammu village. The minister immediately put the young
man in touch with ISRO where he is now being mentored.

FOR THE first time in its history, the BSF will be celebrating
its Raising Day on the India-Pakistan border. Sources said
Home Minister Amit Shah has consented to be the chief
guest and will address the personnel on the border in
Jaisalmer on December 5. Incidentally, this is also the first
time that BSF will be celebrating its Raising Day four days after it is usually celebrated. Sources said this was done to ensure Shah's presence.

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS on Thursday appointed its Rajya
Sabha Deputy leader Sukhendu Sekhar Roy as the state incharge of the party's Haryana unit. On Tuesday, former
Haryana Congress chief Ashok Tanwar had joined the TMC.
This will be the TMC's second foray into the state. In 2012, the
party had announced plans to expand its base in north India,
including Haryana. Former party MP and industrialist K D
Singh, whose business interestsare currentlyunder the scanner of the Enforcement Directorate, was entrusted with the
responsibility of handling the expansion project then.

JAISHANKAR AT SCO COUNCIL MEET

Eye on China’s BRI,
India stresses on
transparency in
connectivity projects
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S
JaishankaronThursdaysaidthat
“any serious connectivity initiative must be transparent and
conform to the most basic principle of respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity”, in a reference to China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI).
Jaishankar made these comments during a virtual address
at a meeting of the SCO Council
of Heads of Government on
Thursday.
India has been critical of BRI,
asthe$50-billioncorridorpasses
through Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir.
Jaishankar also said that repeated attempts to deliberately
bring bilateral issues into the
SCOviolatelaid-downprinciples
of the grouping, and such
counter-productive acts should
be "condemned".
HesaidIndiahasbeentaking
stepstooperationaliseChabahar
portinIrantoprovidesecureand
commerciallyviableaccesstothe
sea for Central Asian countries.
Indiahasproposedtoinclude
Chabahar port in the framework
of theInternationalNorth-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC)
while reaffirming New Delhi's
commitment to “cooperate,
plan, invest and build physical
and digital connectivity in the
SCO region”, he said.
The eight-nation Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
hasemergedasoneof thelargest
trans-regional international or-

External
Affairs
Minister
S Jaishankar
ganisations. India and Pakistan
becameitspermanentmembers
in 2017. “India considers the SCO
as an important regional group
to promote cooperation in various fields based on universally
recognised international norms,
good governance, rule of law,
openness, transparency and
equality," Jaishankar said.
“It is unfortunate to note that
there have been repeated attempts to deliberately bring bilateral issues into SCO. This violates the well-established
principles and norms of the SCO
charter," he said.
Pakistan attempted to raise
the Kashmir issue at SCO meetings on several occasions in the
last few years.
“Such acts are counterproductivetothespiritof consensus
and cooperation that define this
organization and should be condemned,” the External Affairs
Minister said.
Talking about economic
prosperity,hesaidIndiabelieves
that greater connectivity is an
economic force-multiplier that
has acquired greater salience in
the post-Covid era. “However,
any serious connectivity initiative must be consultative, transparent andparticipatory. It must
conform to the most basic principle of international law — respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity,” he added.

Jaishankar to chair RIC meet today
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S
Jaishankar, his Chinese counterpartWangYiandRussianForeign
Minister Sergey Lavrov will hold
talks in the virtual format on
Friday. The meeting, being held
under the Russia-India-China
(RIC)trilateralframework,willbe
chaired by Jaishankar, MEA said.

"The 18th meeting of the foreign ministers of the Russian
Federation,Republicof Indiaand
People's Republic of China will
be held in digital video-conference format on November 26,"
itsaid."Theforeignministersare
expected to discuss further
strengthening of RIC trilateral
cooperation,includingexchange
of views on various regional and
international issues of importance," the MEA said.

percentreservationforOBCsand
10percentquotatotheEWScategory in the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (All India
Quota)foradmissiontopostgraduate courses in medical colleges.
On October 21, the apex court
hadpointedoutthatRs8lakhwas
also the limit fixed for the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) quota,
and said that people from that
community “suffer from social
and educational backwardness”
but “under the Constitutional
scheme,EWSarenotsociallyand
educationally
backward”.
Therefore, by having a similar
schemeforboth,“youaremaking
unequals equals”, it had said.
On October 25, the Centre
had assured the Supreme Court
that counselling for NEET-PG
courses will not start until the
court decides on the issue. On
Thursday, Mehta informed the
bench that the counselling will
remain on hold during the four
weeks when the revision exercise will be undertaken.
Appearingforthepetitioners,

Senior Advocate Arvind P Datar
stated the admissions for the
current academic year had already been delayed and sought
to know if the implementation
of the quota could be postponed
to the next academic year.
ThebenchaskedtheSolicitor
General if the Government
would want to consider the option. “What happens is that we
are at the end of November.
Suppose you complete it by the
end of December and then implementation, etc., and then the
terms would begin only sometime in February-March. Two
months, the students are losing
time. This is something you may
want to consider,” said Justice
Chandrachud.
The Solicitor General responded that the option would
be to proceed with the present
criteria for the current year.
“Deferring a Constitutional
amendment should be the last
resort,” he submitted.
Justice Kant remarked that
“EWSisaprogressivereservation

WINTER SESSION

but the issue is how it can be implemented”. Datar said: “The
questioniswhyisRs8lakhalimit
fortheEWScategory.”MehtarespondedthattheGovernmentis
“taking a call on this”.
Justice Chandrachud said: “If
they have to do it, let them do it
in a proper way. We don't want
to push them in a situation
where they do something in an
improper way... youknowall the
problems that we have noticed
in our order. Four weeks is not
unreasonably long. I am only
worried that medical admissions and the medical year are
being postponed.”
Hearing the petitions earlier,
the Supreme Court had asked
the Centre to explain what exercise it had undertaken to arrive
at the Rs 8-lakh annual income
criteria to identify EWS eligible
for reservation in medical seats
under NEET (AIQ). On October
21, the court had said: “You can’t
just pull out Rs 8 lakh from anywhere.Theremustbesomedata.
Sociological, demographic.”

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, NOVEMBER 25

OPPOSITION PARTIES have misled the nation about Covid vaccination, said BJP national president J P Nadda to party workers
in Goa on Thursday. "There are
new (political) parties coming
from far away. What did they
say? They said don’t take this
vaccine.Ithasnothadpropertrials. It’s a Modi vaccine! It’s a BJP
vaccine!They’vealltakenitnow.
How did you
like the Modi
vaccine?How
did you like
the BJP vaccine? Are you
safe from the
virus now
BJP president ...they misled
J P Nadda
people.While
opposing
Modiji, they
opposed the people of India.
Now they come here to seek
votes. It is the duty of the people
of Goa to give them a befitting
reply and I am sure you will do
that," he said in Bicholim.
Nadda, who was on a twoday visit to the poll bound state,
had arrived here on Wednesday.
OnThursday,headdressedparty
workers in Valpoi, the assembly
constituency of Health Minister
VishwajitRaneandBicholim,the
constituency of Goa Assembly
SpeakerRajeshPatnekar,both in
North Goa.
Addressing party workers in
Valpoi, Nadda said new political
parties had come knocking on
Goa’s doors ahead of the
Assembly elections slated for
February, 2022.

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav at the rally organised by ally Janwadi Party (Socialist)
in Lucknow on Thursday. Vishal Srivastav

LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 25

IN ANOTHER jolt to the BSP, its
legislature party leader Shah
Alam, alias Guddu Jamali, on
Thursday resigned from the
party and the state Assembly.
The two-term MLA from
Mubarakpur in Azamgarh said
he did not intend to join any
otherpartyatthemoment.“Iam
mentallydisturbedandIhaveno
intention of going to any party
right now. I will rest for a few

LIZ MATHEW

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25
IN AN indication of the government’s intent to repeal the three
contentiousfarmlawsinthefirst
week of the Winter Session of
Parliament, the ruling BJP on
Thursday issued a whip for its
members in Rajya Sabha to remain present in House to support the government through
the day on November 29.
“AllBJPMPsinRajyaSabhaare
hereby informed that some very
importantbusinesswillbeupfor
discussion and passing in the
Rajya Sabha on Monday the 29
November 2021. All members of
the BJP in Rajya Sabha are, therefore, requested to be positively
present in the House throughout
thedayonMonday,29November
and support the government's
stand,” said the whip issued by
Shiv Pratap Shukla, the party's
chief whip in the Upper House.
The BJP MPs in Lok Sabha
have not received any whip yet.
Sources in the government said
a whip is likely to be issued for
the party MPs in the Lower
House members too by Sunday.
TheWinterSessionbeginson
November 29 and is scheduled
to conclude on December 23.
Asked if the whip for Rajya
Sabha indicates the government's move to bring in the Bill
to repeal three farm laws in the
first week itself, a minister said,
“Thisindicatesthegovernment's
eagerness to keep the Prime
Minister's promise to farmers.”
The Farm Laws Repeal Bill,
2021 is expected to be tabled in
the first week itself to repeal the
Farmers' Produce Trade and

Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation)Act,2020,theFarmers
(Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement of Price Assurance,
Farm Services Act, 2020, and the
Essential
Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced last week that
thegovernmentwouldrepealthe
threelawsagainstwhichfarmers
of Punjab, Haryana and parts of
UttarPradeshhavebeenprotesting.PunjabandUttarPradeshare
going to polls early next year. On
Wednesday, the Cabinet approved the repeal of the laws.
The move could force the
Opposition, which appears to be
keenondiscussingthecontroversialBillsontheflooroftheHouse,
tokeepasideits“disruptions”and
join the debates. “And it could
strengthen the possibility of an
effectivesession.Thegovernment
ispreparedwithitscounterstrategyagainsttheOpposition'scriticism,” said a BJP leader.
Thegovernmenthaslisted26
new Bills, including one to create a facilitative framework to
produce official digital currency,
for the four-week session. The
session is also expected to witness introduction of the
Electricity (Amendment) Bill to
de-license power distribution
and the Bills meant to extend
tenure of the CBI and ED directors to five years from two years.
Both the proposed legislation
have already drawn criticism
from the Opposition. While the
presiding officers of both Lok
SabhaandRajyaSabhahaveconvened a meeting of floor leaders
of all parties this weekend, the
government has also called an
all-party meeting on Sunday.

Foundation of Jewar airport laid
Political consensus is
only to sell it later, says Akhilesh way
forward on remote
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 25

SAMAJWADI PARTY (SP) president Akhilesh Yadav on
Thursday alleged that the Jewar
airport in Noida was being built
so that the government could
sell it later. He made the comments at a rally here on a day
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
laid the foundation stone of the
international airport.
“They are laying the foundation of the new airport so they
can sell it once it is built. If a
country sells its public assets,
then what will happen to the
rights of people? What will the
coming generations do? How
will they get jobs? Who will give
them reservation?” Akhilesh

asked at the rally held at
Lucknow’s Ramabai Ambedkar
Park. The SP’s ally Janwadi Party
(Socialist), which is headed by
Sanjay Singh Chauhan, organised the public meeting.
“There is an airport nearby
that was owned by the government,butnowitisn’t.Ithasbeen
sold by the government... I read
the newspaper and saw that
90,000 chairs have been put,
where the PM, CM are going
withallthepeopleinthegovernment... I am happy that all the
chairs here at Sanjay Singh
Chauhan’s programme are filled
without him being in government. This shows how voting
will be done this time.”
Akhilesh said, “What are
these BJP people doing? On one
side, they are building a new air-

port, while selling others. Will
you believe them? Who can believe them? The BJP had once
given a slogan that those who
walk in hawai chappal [slippers]
will travel in hawai jahaaz [aeroplanes]. How many of you have
travelled in planes? They have
soldaeroplanesandairportstoo.”
Referring to the SP’s alliance
withsmallerparties,Akhileshsaid,
“The SP has tried to bring all parties together.... This is the fight we
want to fight, and that is why we
have been bringing together
everyone...Whensomanypeople
arewithusandwehaveflagsofso
manycolours,thennootherparty
can have such diversity. The
Samajwadiswanttocreateabouquet of different flowers. These
one-colouredpeoplecannotbring
developmentorhappiness.”

Another BSP MLA quits, Maya links it to case by woman
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

BJPissueswhip
toRSMPs,farm
lawsrepeallikely
infirstweek

days,”hewasquotedassayingby
PTI. After his resignation,
Mayawatiinastatementclaimed
thatAlamhadthreatenedtoquit
if shedidnothelphiminapolice
case registered by a woman.
TheBSPstatementread:“The
reason for Alam’s resignation is
thatagirlworkinginhiscompany
has levelled accusations against
hischaracter.Shehasalsolodged
a police complaint, which is being probed. He himself told me
this. After this, he was putting
pressure on me to speak to the
chief ministerandgetthematter

closed.Hemetmeregardingthis
recently. I told him that it was a
casebyagirlandthatitwouldbe
goodifhedoesn’tgetjusticeinthe
probe, he can approach a court.”
Inhisresignationletter,Alam
thanked BSP chief Mayawati for
giving him an opportunity to
serve people and said he would
not like to be a “burdern” on the
party. “With a heavy heart I have
to say that in a meeting with you
on November 21, I felt that despitemydedicationandhonesty
towards the party, you did not
seem satisfied. After thinking

about our conversation during
the meeting, I felt that if I was a
burden on my leader and party,
I would not like that to continue.
Hence, I am resigning as the legislature partyleaderandanMLA
as I won the election on a BSP
ticket,” wrote Alam.
OnOctober30,sixMLAs,suspended from the BSP, switched
to the SP. On June 3, Mayawati
expelled two prominent leaders
Lalji Verma and Ram Achal
Rajbhar for “indulging in antiparty activities”. Verma and
Rajbhar later joined the SP.

voting, House panel told
HARIKISHAN SHARMA

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25
POLITICAL CONSENSUS is the
way forward for introducing remote voting in India, Election
Commission of India officials on
Thursday told a Parliamentary
Standing Committee, it is learnt.
It is learnt that the poll panel
officials made a power point
presentationbeforetheStanding
Committee on Personal, Public
Grievances, Law and Justice,
which is headed by BJP Rajya
Sabha member Sushil Kumar
Modi. Officials from the
Legislative Department were
also present in the meeting.
During the meeting, the officialsexplainedtheconceptof remote voting and remote voter,
international experience of remotevoting,currentremotevoters in India, technology required
forremotevoting,administrative
legalissuesandthewayforward,
it is learnt. They also discussed
the problems associated with
the implementation of remote
voting. Remote voting refers to a
mechanism that allows electors
tovotefromlocationsotherthan
polling stations assigned to their
registered constituencies.
The officials highlighted that
remote voting may require legal
changes in electoral roll related

provision; polling booth, polling
officials and territorial concept;
conduct of elections; counting
and electoral offences.
It is learnt that the poll panel
officials informed the committeethat beingamatter of importance, the ECI is deliberating the
matter on active basis.
Itisimportantthatanysystem
ofremotevotinghastotakeintoaccount the confidence and acceptabilityofallthestakeholdersofthe
electoralsystem—voters,political
partiesandelectionmachinery,the
officialsarelearnttohaveinformed
thecommitteewhilepoliticalconsensusisthewayforwardtointroduceremotevoting.
The standing committee is
deliberating on key electoral reformswhichhavebeenproposed,
includinglinkingofAadhaarwith
voter ID. The committee has also
decided to take up three other
proposed electoral reforms,
whichincluderemotevoting;action against elected representatives filing false affidavits; and
common electoral roll for conducting all elections from village
panchayat to Parliament.
The committee has taken up
the remote voting issue at a time
when theECI plans tostartmapping the population of migrant
workers across the country to
prepare a roadmap for its introduction.

Could shut eyes, not read: HC rejects plea to ban Khurshid book
SOFI AHSAN

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25
DISMISSING A petition seeking
a ban on Salman Khurshid’s latest book in which he equates
Hindutva groups with terror
outfits Islamic State and Boko
Haram of Nigeria,the DelhiHigh
Court Thursday said, “Nobody
had asked them to read it. They
could have shut their eyes and
not read it.”
As the petitioner’s counsel
claimed that the book had led to
“communal incidents” at four

places, Justice Yashwant Varma
said: "What can we do if people
are feeling so sensitive?”
The court was hearing a petition filed by lawyer Vineet
Jindal, arguing that the observation by Khurshid in his book
Sunrise over Ayodhya could leave
the Hindu community agitated
and threaten security, peace
and harmony. Advocate Raj
Kishore Choudhary, representing Jindal, submitted that the
parts of the book where
Hindutva was referred to must
be removed.
However, Justice Varma said,

In Sunrise
over Ayodhya,
Khurshid
equates IS,
Hindutva
“Ask people not to buy the book
orreadit.Otherwisepeoplewho
are very incensed with Chapter
VIshouldwritetheirownpiece...
Tell everybody that the book is
badly authored, does not serve
your valuable time, read something better."
The court earlier questioned
the petitioner’s argument that

the book violates Article 19(2) of
the Constitution. “Article 19(2)
empowers the government to
place a reasonable restriction.
The government has not placed
anyrestraintonthepublication,”
said Justice Varma.
When Choudhary claimed
thatthebookhadcausedabreach
of public peace and this was ongoing,thecourtaskedthecounsel
tostatewherethishadhappened.
Choudhary then submitted that
“itmaybepossible,nottodaybut
tomorrow, something may happen as the contents are not reasonable”. Choudhary later sub-

mitted that “something” has alreadyhappenedinNainitalonaccountof thebook.Thecourtsaid,
“We are in Delhi!”
In the petition, Jindal reproduced the excerpt from the
chapter ‘The Saffron Sky’,saying,
“Sanatan dharma and classical
Hinduism known to sages and
saintswasbeingpushedasideby
a robust version of Hindutva, by
all standards a political version
similar to the jihadist Islam of
groups like ISIS and Boko Haram
of recent years."
Arguing that the statement
wasdefamatorytowardsthe en-

New Delhi

tire Hindu community, the petitioner said it was the duty of
each and every citizen to try and
maintainpeace.“Nobodyhasthe
right to impinge on the faith of
others,” he said.
A lower court had earlier refused to stop the publication of
Khurshid’s book andsaidthatan
injunction would lead to hardship for the publishers and also
curtail the right of speech and
expression of the author. The
court had held that an excerpt
could not be read in isolation,
and the plaintiff can always
propagate against the book.
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Afteredibleoils,vegetablepricessoar

E

LAKHIMPUR KHERI

Retired judge
visits spot of
deaths, MoS
Mishra’s village

PARTHA SARATHI BISWAS
PUNE, NOVEMBER 25

AFTEREDIBLEoils,pricesofstaple
vegetables including onions,
tomato,brinjal,cauliflower,bitter
gourd, and cabbage, have risen
sharply over the last one year.
Edible prices, as reported in The
Indian Express earlier this month,
have increased by 15-20 per cent
since last year.
In the Madanapalle tomato
wholesale market in Andhra
Pradesh’sChittoordistrict,tomato
pricessoaredtoRs130akg;ithad
touched a high of Rs 100 last in
2016. In the Azadpur mandi in
Delhi, its maximum price now is
Rs 72 a kg compared with Rs 40 a
kg last November.
With elections in five states
just a few months away, higher
food inflation, especially rising
vegetable prices may gain political traction. Prices of most vegetablepriceshaveappreciatedby
15-20percentacrossthecountry,
and they are expected to rise fur-

EXPLAINED

Farmers blame crop loss due to delayed rains and high fuel prices for lower arrivals in mandis

●

Prices mayrise in
the short term

FOOD INFLATION, especially higher prices of vegetables, is
almost like a tax on the common person’s income. While the
pickings next month will likely soften prices, the impact of a
cut in diesel prices by the Centre and states, may bring relief.
But it may not fully offset the impact of a late monsoon.

ther till the next picking in
December.
Farmers and traders attribute
theincreaseinpricestotheheavy
spellofrainsinSeptemberandthe
resultant crop loss.
“On Tuesday, only 90 tonnes
oftomatoesarrivedinthemarket.
Compared with 400-500 tonnes
of the vegetable arriving every
day,normalarrivalhasreducedto
300-350 tonnes,” said a trader in
Madanapalle, which is one of the
largest tomato markets in the
country.Retailpricesreportedby
the National Horticulture Board
(NHB) shows that most cities are
selling the vegetable between Rs

70-80/kg.InplaceslikeBengaluru,
tomatopriceshavedoubledtoRs
66 a kg.
The NHB data also reveals a
month-over-month price rise in
peas, brinjal, bitter gourd, okra,
cabbage, and cauliflower as well.
Rains in September had affected
thekharifonionsinNashikwhich
weretohitthewholesalemarkets
in November. Overall, the price
rise in vegetables has been between20percentand50percent
with growing centres like
Maharashtra,Telangana,Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka
reporting a slightly lower price
rise compared with consuming

sectorslikeWestBengal,Biharetc.
After a slightly delayed start,
the monsoon this year lagged in
July, and picked up post August.
September proved to be a wet
month with most parts of the
country recording extreme rainfall.Theserainscausedmajorcrop
damagereportedinMaharashtra,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and
Telangana.
ShriramGhadave,Presidentof
VegetableGrowersAssociationof
India (VGAI) said the September
rains were detrimental for vegetable crops. “These are crops
whichfarmerscultivateforashort
span of 3-4 months. The rains in
Septemberdamagedthenursery
plantationoftomatoeswhichwas
tostartyieldinginNovember.Due
to the heavy rains, the nursery
plantations in Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana were
damagedandthelowerarrivalsin
wholesale markets is pushing up
the retail prices,” he said.
Ajit Korade, a farmer who
grows vegetables in Phaltan

Sportspersons lock BJP MP in
stadium over ‘unpaid’ reward
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHAHJAHANPUR, NOV 25

BJP’S SHAHJAHANPUR MP Arun
Kumar Sagar was locked inside
the stadium premises here on
Thursday by local sportspersons
who were protesting against the
non-payment of promised rewards to their winning teams.
With stadium gates locked by
theprotestingsportspersons,the
BJP leader had to stay confined
in the stadium premises for
some time before being rescued
by the police.
During the Shahjahanpur
MP’s visit to the stadium for a
sportsevent,theprotestersraised
slogans and tore banners and

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot at
an event to mark the death
anniversary of Congress leader
Ahmed Patel at Ankleshwar in
Gujarat on Thursday. During
his visit, Gehlot flagged ‘Covid
mismanagement’ in Gujarat.
“The Covid-19 impact was so
horrible that the entire Gujarat
government stepped down and
was replaced with new
ministers recently. This shows
Prime Minister (Narendra
Modi) and Home Minister
(Amit Shah) are afraid of the
public mood due to the state’s
mismanagement of the
pandemic in Gujarat,” Gehlot
told reporters in Surat. PTI

Abani Roy, key Left Front face in UPA-1, dies
KOLKATA, NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 25
SENIOR
REVOLUTIONARY
Socialist Party (RSP) leader and
three-time MP Abani Roy, who
was the face of the Left Front in
Delhi during the UPA-1 government,diedatDelhi'sRMLHospital
on Thursday at around 11am. He
was 84. Roy had been bedridden
since 2016 after a brain stroke.
Roy had been staying at RPS
MP N K Premachandran's residence since his retirement from

Abani Roy
was 84
Parliament and active politics
following poor health.
His body was taken to
Premachandran's residence
whereLeftleaderspaidtheir last
tributes. The cremation took
place in the evening.
Expressing her condolences,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee tweeted:

WITHINPUTSFROMSOURAV
ROYBARMANINNEWDELHI

IN MEMORY
OF PATEL

posters put up to welcome him,
said the police. They also locked
thestadiumgatefromoutsidefor
some time. Sagar was escorted
out by a police team.
ASP (City) Sanjay Kumar said
the police force was sent to the
stadiumwhenhereceivedinformation about the protests there.
“The sportspersons were pacified and the MP was taken from
there,” the ASP said.
Sagarbrushedofftheincident
saying “the sportspersons were
enthusiastic”.Healsodeniednonpayment of the money, saying,
“Those who won got the award.”
The protesters alleged that
despite the MP’s promises their
winning teams have not received any money.

ENS & PTI

taluka of Satara district in
Maharashtra, blamed last year’s
lower prices of tomatoes and
some other vegetables for weaning away farmers from growing
vegetables. “Earlier this year,
prices touched rock bottom with
farmerssellingtomatoesforRs23/kg. Since then, many farmers
have diverted their holding from
tomatoes to other crops like soyabean or sugarcane. We feel vegetable price rise will continue for
some time,” he said.
In Delhi, onion prices have
risen Rs 15-20 a kg to Rs 20-25 a
kginjustoneweek.“Delhiprimarily gets its supply of onions from
Rajasthan, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra. The
wholesalepriceofonionhasrisen
from Rs 15-20 per kg to Rs 20-25
per kg in the last one week itself.
This is due to the rise in diesel
pricesandunseasonalrainswhich
damagedcrops,"saidHajiYamin,
President of the Okhla Mandi
Onion Traders’ Association.

"Deeplypainedtohearaboutthe
demiseof veteranleaderandformer Rajya Sabha MP Shri Abani
Roy. Sincere condolences to his
family and loved ones."
Associated with the RSP
since the age of 20 in 1959, Roy
was the member of its Central
Secretariat, besides being the
general secretary of the party for
a brief period. His first foray into
electoral politics was in 1978,
when he was elected to the
Kolkata Corporation. He entered
the Rajya Sabha in 1998 and retired in August2011.Hewas part
of thetopLeftleadershipthaten-

gaged with the Congress-led
UPA when the Left parties supported the Manmohan Singh
government from outside.
While an RSP loyalist all his
life, Roy resigned from the party
in 2009 when a section of its
leadersobjectedtohiswritingto
thenprimeministerManmohan
Singh demanding that the government disallow the deal betweenBhartiTelecomandSouth
African telecom major MTN.
Roy also wrote to Singh on
thedisputebetweentheAmbani
brothers--AnilandMukesh.Roy
later withdrew his resignation.

MANISH SAHU

LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 25

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at an event in Uttar
Pradesh’s Sitapur district on Thursday. PTI

Rajnath bats for
UP CM, says BJP is
sensitive to farmers
ENS & PTI

LUCKNOW, SITAPUR,
NOVEMBER 25
USING A cricket analogy, senior
BJP leader and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Thursday indicated that his party wants Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath to continue and ensure a party victory
in the coming Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh.
Referring to a recent photograph of Prime Minister
NarendraModiwithAdityanath,
Singh said the PM appears to be
whispering in the CM's ear, “just
keep batting Yogi ji and the BJP's
win is assured”.
Singh was speaking at a
meeting of BJP booth-level leaders in Sitapur.
CallingtheCentre'sdecisionto
repealthethreecontentiousfarm
laws an “example of PM Modi's
“badappan” (big-heartedness),
Singh said that BJP considers
farmers as “God” and can never
open fire at them or harass them.
“We consider farmers as
God... The three farm laws were
clearedbyParliament,butPrime
MinisterNarendraModishowed
hislargeheartanddecidedtorepeal them... Our Government
cannotorderfiringonfarmersor
harassthem...Ourpartyisalways
sensitive towards farmers, that's
why our prime minister has repealed the farm laws,” he said.

Accusing the Opposition
Samajwadi Party of playing “divisive politics” by invoking
“Muhammad Ali Jinnah who
was responsible for the
Partition”.
“As elections approach, they
(Samajwadi Party) took out the
spirit of Jinnah from the bottle.
What was the need to talk of
someone like him in Uttar
Pradesh politics, who was responsible for the division of the
country...Even theMuslim community has condemned the SP
for this,” Singh said, referring to
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav's recent
remark where he took the name
of Jinnah along with Mahatma
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru,
SardarVallabhbhaiPatelasthose
who helped get India freedom.
“Unlike other parties, BJP
does not believe in coming to
powerbydividingthecountryin
the name of caste, creed, and religion,” he added.
Singh, who is also the BJP MP
from Lucknow, accused the
Opposition Congress and SP of
ordering firing at farmers and
Ram bhakths (devotees of Ram).
Calling the previous SP government one of "goons" and
“mafia”, Singh said that today
the same goons and mafia are
afraid of chief minister
Adityanath.
He also praised Adityanath
for “exemplary handling” of the
Covid situation.

STRESSEDASSETSRECOVERYBRANCH
2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna- 800001
Ph. No. (Office): 0612-2219043, 2219385, Fax: 0612-2219385, E-mail: sbi.05176@sbi.co.in

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the SYMBOLIC POSSESSION of which have been taken by the Authorised Officer of State Bank
of India, the Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is Where is”, As is What is” and “Whatever there is” basis on 31.12.2021 (Friday). Other
detials of the e-auction are as under:
Date of
Reserve Price
Sl.
Name of
Amount of
Description of the property
Name of
13(2)
below which
No. Borrower(s)
Demand
Mortgagor/
the property
Date of
Property ID: SBIN88270511885
(as per
Guarantor
will not be sold
13(4)
SARFAESI
under
EMD
notice)
SARFAESI Bid Increment
Act
Amount
1. Mr. Musheer
Rs.
All that piece and parcel of Flat No.G-04, Block-A, on the Ground Mr. Musheer 20/07/2021
`30,25,000/Ahmed
28,33,116.00 Floor measuring 910 Square Feet Super built up area approx Ahmad S/o
`3,02,500/and One Car Parking space on ground floor of the building Iftekar Ahmad 26/10/2021
as on
`10,000/known
as
"Yash
Laxmi's
Dhanraj
Tower"
registered
in
the
20.07.2021
with further name of Mr. Museer Ahmad S/o Iftekar Ahmad vide Sale Deed
No.1031 dated 03/02/2015, situated at Mouza-Mainpur Shankar,
Interest from Thana Code-144, Revenue Thana-Danapur, at Present P.S.21.07.2021 Rupaspur, bearing Thana No.24, Touzi No.5234, Khata No.157,
plus other Survey Plot No.753, Sub-Registry Office at Danapur, District
charges, costs Sub-Registry Office at Patna, District-Patna and in the state
of Bihar, with proportionate right in the land covered under the
etc.
Development Agreement of the Constructed flats and bounded
as follows: Boundary of the Flat No.G-04:- North: Flat No.G-01,
South: Set Back, East: Flat No.G-03, West: Set Back. Boundary
of the Land:- North: Branch Road, South: Survey Plot No.753,
Sri Vinod Kumar, East: Apurva Sahkari Grih Nirman Samiti Ltd.
Branch Road, West: R.P. Rajvanshi and othters.
E-auction Terms and Condition
1. Date & Time of e-auction: 31.12.2021 (Friday); Time: 120 Minutes. From 12:00 Noon to 02:00 P.M. with unlimited extension of
10 Minutes each.
2. The auction sale will be "online through e-auction". The intending Bidders/Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at
e-Auction Service Provider's website https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp.
3. The intending Bidders/Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp) using their
mobile number and email-id. Further, they are requested to upload requisite KYC documents. Once the KYC documents are verified by e-auction
service provider (may take 2 working days), the intending Bidders/Purchasers have to transfer the EMD amount using online mode in his Global
EMD Wallet before the e-Auction Date and time in the portal. The registration, verification of KYC documents and transfer of EMD in wallet must
be completed well in advance, before the auction.
4. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above shall be paid online through NEFT/Transfer after generation of Challan from
(https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp) in bidders Global EMD Wallet. NEFT transfer can be done from any Scheduled
Commercial Bank, however for Transfer the bidder has to visit Indian Bank Branch. Payment of EMD by any other mode such as Cheques, etc
will not be accepted. Bidders, not depositing the required EMD online will not be allowed to participate in the e-auction. The Earnest Money
Deposited shall not bear any interest.
5. MSTC Central Helpdesk Number (for any technical help): 033-40645207, 40609118, 40645316, 40602403, 40067351, 40628253. SBI contact
no. (for property related enquirey): 9835645107/9507591883/8811060438.
6. The General Terms and Conditions of e-auction sale is available on the website: https://sbi.co.in/web/sbi-in-the-news/auction-notices/
sarfaesi-and-others.
7. To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorised Officer, there is no encumbrance on the property/ies. However, the intending bidders
should make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances, title of property/ies put on auction and claims/rights/dues/affecting
the property, prior to submitting their bid. The e-Auction advertisement does not constitute and will not be deemed to constitute any commitment
or any representation of the bank. The property is being sold will all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unkwon to the bank.
The Authorised Officer/Secured Creditior shall not be responsible in any way for any third party claims/rights/dues. The sale shall be subject
to rules/conditions prescribed under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of security Interest Act, 2002.
This publication is also a 30 days notice to all the borrower/guarantors require under Rule 8(6) of Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002.
NB: 30 days Sale Notice to Borrower/Guarantors has already been sent by Regd. Post at their last known address. In case they do not receive
the said notice then this E-auction sale Notice may be treated as substituted mode of service. The other terms and conditions of the e-Auction are
published in the following websites. https://sbi.co.in/web/sbi-in-the-news/auction-notices/sarfaesi-and-others
Date : 25.11.2021
Place : Patna

AUTHORISED OFFICER
STATE BANK OF INDIA, SARB, PATNA

New Delhi

RETIRED JUSTICE Rakesh Kumar
Jain, who was appointed by the
Supreme Court to monitor the
SIT probe, on Thursday visited
the spot in Lakhimpur Kheri
where eight persons, including
four farmers, were killed on
October 3.
Three IPS officers —
Additional Director General SB
Shiradkar, Inspector General
Padmaja Chauhan, and Deputy
Inspector General Preetinder
Singh, who were incorporated
into the SIT on the direction of
the Supreme Court — also accompanied Justice Jain.
Union Minister of State
(Home) Ajay Mishra's son,
Ashish, is the prime accused and
is currently in jail.
“Justice (retired) Rakesh
Kumar Jain and the three IPS officers later went to Banveerpur,
the ancestral village of Union
Minister Ajay Mishra. They remainedthereforaroundanhour
and later returned,” said a senior
official in Lakhimpur Kheri.
While the farmers alleged
that Ashish Mishra was in one of
the SUVs that allegedly mowed
down four farmers and a local
journalistatTikoniacrossing,the
minister's son had claimed that
he was at Banveerpur village at
the time of the incident watching a wrestling match. Tikonia
crossing is around 2 km from
Banveerpur village.
Meanwhile,thestategovernment withdrew the notification
to appoint retired Allahabad
HighCourtjudgeJusticePradeep
Kumar Srivastava to the singlemember probe commission.
This came in the wake of the
Supreme Court appointing
Justice (retired) Rakesh Kumar
Jain to monitor the probe.
The SIT has so far arrested 13
persons into the killing of four
farmers and a journalist. Four
persons have been arrested for
thekillingof two BJPleaders and
a driver of SUV Mahindra Thar
owned by Ajay Mishra.

12 EXPRESS NETWORK
NIA files charges against
Khalistan terrorist Nijjar
New Delhi: The NIA on Thursday
filed a chargesheet against proscribed Khalistan terrorist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar of Babbar
Khalsa International (BKI) in a
case of conspiracy to commit
terroristactsagainstIndia.Nijjar,
from Jalandhar in Punjab, is currently based in Surrey, Canada.
“Thecasepertainstoaconspiracy hatched by Hardeep Singh

Nijjarofproscribedterroristorganisation
Babbar
Khalsa
International and others to carry
outterroristactsinIndia,”theNIA
said in a statement. “He used to
send funds to India...for developinganetworkof sympathisersfor
targetedkillingsinPunjabandwas
trying to arrange ammunition
fromhisPakistan-basedassociates
forhisnefariousplans.”
ENS
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Modi brought stability to N-E,
time to invest in region: Shah
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

THE NARENDRA Modi government has established peace and
political stability in the NorthEast to create an atmosphere of
investment in the region, Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Thursday.
"Today all governments in
theNorth-Easthavefullmajority. The BJP-led Northeast
DemocraticAlliance(NEDA)is
heading all the eight governments in the region. People of
the region have accepted
Modijiandgiven19of 24seats
in the region to the BJP. Of 498
MLAs in the region, 350 are
from NEDA,” Shah said, while
addressing a gathering of industrialists under the aegis of
IndianChamberofCommerce.
“If any place needs indus-

Amit Shah addresses the
session on ‘Bharat at 75Empowering N-E India’, in
Delhi, Thursday. PTI
trial growth, it will need peace,
politicalstability,andanenvironment for growth. This is the environment that the BJP governmenthascreatedintheregionin
the past seven years,” he said.
He said development of the
east cannot be imagined without
the development of the North-

BÊ-d³fdUQf Af¸fÔÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff
A³fb·fUe Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAûa ÀfZ
´ffSZ¿f¯f ´fd›¸f ÃfZÂf, ¸fZS N IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f Àff¸f¦fie WZ°fb BÊd³fdUQf BÊ-´fûMÊ »f etender.up.nic.in ´fS Qû
·ff¦fûa ¸fZÔ 1200 ¶fþZ °fI Af¸fdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü
BÊ-d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f ´fS AUI fVf I e
dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ BÊ-d³fdUQf A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ dQUÀf ¸fZa Jû»fe
þf¹fZ¦feÜ d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff - MXe-06/2021-22
: ´ffSZ¿f¯f ´fd›¸f ÃfZÂf ¸fZS N IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f dUd·f³³f
C´fIZ ³Qiû WZ°fb (Offline Fault Locator
& Signature Analysers) I e Af´fcd°fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 98,000/-(ø 0 A™f³fUZ WþfS
¸ffÂf)Ü d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ø 0 7,080/-(I S
ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 17.12 2021Ü BÊd³fdUQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f CÀfe dQ³f d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f
´fS ÀffUÊþd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ Jû»ff þf¹fZ¦ff EUÔ ·ff¦f
dõ°fe¹f (´fifBþd¶fO) Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f °fQfZ³fbÀffS
UZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ BÊ-d³fdUQfAûÔ
I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ AÀ½feI fS/dU·ffdþ°f
I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ ´ffÀf
ÀfbS dÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ IÈ ´f¹ff dUÀ°fÈ°f þf³fI fSe,
OfC³f»fûO, A³¹f ÀfaVfû²f³fûÔ EUÔ BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fiÀ°fb°f
I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffaI °fI dUÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àf¸¶f³²f
¸fZÔ IÈ ´f¹ff etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Afg³f
I SmÔ Ü WXÀ°ff/-¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff (´ffSXZ¿f¯f
´fd›¸f) 130-OXe, ´ffSXZ¿f¯f ·fU³f, dU¢MXûdSX¹ff
´ffIYÊ, ¸fZSXNX "SXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZa DYþfÊ ¶f¨ff¹faZ"Ü
´fÂffÔIY 8036/¸fb0A0(´ffq´fq)¸fZSXNX/T-6/
2021-22 dQ³ffÔIY :- 22.11.2021

East.BeforeIndependence,hesaid,
the per capita income in Assam
wasthehighestinthecountryand
his government was working to
bringitbacktothatlevel.
“I am telling you, in 2024
whenwegotothepeopletoseek
their votes, every capital in the
region will be connected to an
airport. Earlier, there were only
two.Of theeightstates,sevenare
connected with the railways today and several national highways have been built. Between
2014 and 2021, Rs 2,65,513 crore
has been spent only on infrastructure.Inthepastsevenyears,
the budgetof the North-East has
been doubled,” Shah said.
“PleaselookattheNorth-East
once...Iknowinvestmentsarenot
made on emotions. But the atmosphere you need for investmenthasbeencreatedthere.Itis
the right time to invest in the
North-East,” he said.

Maharashtra: Offline classes
for junior classes from Dec 1
ALIFIYA KHAN

PUNE, NOVEMBER 25
OFFLINE CLASSES for primary school students will
begin in Maharashtra
from December 1, state
SchoolEducationMinister
Varsha Gaikwad announced on Thursday.
In-person classes for
primary school students
havenottakenplacesince
March 2020, when the
first lockdown due to the
Covid-19 pandemic was

A-654

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES OFFICE OF
THE CHIEF ENGINEER & BASIN MANAGER,
BRAHMANI BASIN, SAMAL. PIN-759037.
Tel No. 06760-266333 e-Mail: cebmbbs@gmail.com

Deathpenaltycommuted
tolifeterm:HCsays‘death
putsendtorepentance’
OMKAR GOKHALE

MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 25
OBSERVING THAT "death puts
endtotheconceptofrepentance,
sufferingsandmentalagony",the
BombayHighCourtonThursday
commuted to life imprisonment
the death penalty given to three
menfoundguiltyof gangrapinga
photojournalistintheabandoned
ShaktiMillsincentralMumbaion
August 22, 2013.
Setting aside the death sentence,theHCobserved,"Women
are the backbone of every nation
and therefore, they deserve their
due respect and honour. Honour
and respect for women are the
marksofacivilisedsociety.Itmay
appear to the public at large that
we play a counter majoritarian
role.However,theConstitutional
courtsareboundtotakeintoconsideration the judicial mandate
notbyconsideringjustindividual
rights or the rights of the criminal, but to follow 'the procedure
established by law'."
It added, "We would observe
that Section 376E (death penalty
forrepeatoffendersofrape)ofthe
IPC is not a substantive offence,
but is a punishment contemplated for repeat offenders...
Death puts an end to the whole
concept of repentance, any sufferings and mental agony... The
statute has not prescribed

mandatory death penalty.
Although the offence is barbaric
and heinous, it cannot be said at
the threshold that the accused
deserve only death penalty and
nothing less than that. "
Section 376E of the IPC was
addedthrough theCriminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2013, which
was introduced following the
2012 Delhi gangrape case.
In March 2014, a sessions
court in the city had awarded
death sentence to the three men
— Vijay Mohan Jadhav,
Mohammad Kasim Shaikh
Bangali and Mohammed Salim
Ansari. The three were also sentenced to life by the same court
in another gangrape case, that of
a19-year-oldtelephoneoperator
inside Shakti Mills in July 2013.
The trials in both the cases were
heldsimultaneouslyandconviction handed out the same day.
Last month, a division bench
of Justice Sadhana S Jadhav and
Justice Prithviraj K Chavan of the
High Court began hearing the
death confirmation reference
pleabythestategovernmentand
appealbytheconvictsagainstthe
trial court order in the case.
Advocates Yug Mohit
Chaudhry and Payoshi Roy for
the convicts submitted that the
trial court order was based on
wrong application of Section
376E of the IPC, which provides
the death penalty for repeat of-

ROOM NO. 31, B-BUILDING, JHANDEWALAN, NEW DELHI-110005.
Phone: 09558007601, E-mail Id:- djbwaterbody@gmail.com
“STOP CORONA, WEAR FACE MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

PRESS NIT No. 10/WB-I/2021-22
Sl.
No.

Name of Work

Estimated Contract
Earnest Tender Date of Release of tender Last Date/ Time of
Value (ECV)/ Amount Money
Fee
in E- Procurement
receipt of tender Eput to tender
(EMD)
Solution & Tender ID No. Procurement Solution
01 Construction of 15 MGD
Rs. 54,79,156/Exempted ` 1000/24.11.2021
20.12.2021
effluent pumping station at
2021_DJB_211469_1
At
Pappankalan STP Phase-II
03:00 PM
under EE(WB)-I (Civil Work)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 654 (2021-22)
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Sd/EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (WB)-I

CORPORATE ASSOCIATE DIARY

EVENTS,

HONOURS

STUDY TOUR – ONGC

CELEBRATION - INDIANOIL

AWARD – SAIL

Study tours were organized by ONGC Tripura Asset’s oilfield Installation on 11 and 15 November 2021, for around
100 students from Kendriya Vidyalaya, ONGC North
Colony, Agartala.

IndianOil celebrated World Fisheries Day across the country felicitating key stakeholders of the nation’s Fisheries sector, including
fishing communities & government officials. Stakeholders were
also felicitated on behalf of SM Vaidya, Chairman, IndianOil.

Kiriburu Iron Ore Mines and Meghahatuburu Iron Ore Mines
recently received 5-star rated awards for sustainable mining
practices and all round performance in the Iron Ore category at the 5th National Conclave on Mines & Minerals.

CSR – POWERGRID – NR-I

TRIPARTITE SETTLEMENT – MOIL

SARFAESI EXPO – CANARA BANK

POWERGRID, under its CSR initiative in Northern Region-I, has
provided financial assistance amounting to Rs. 3.5 Crs under a
joint CSR support by Power Sector CPSE’s towards rehabilitation & restoration of the disaster-stricken state of Uttarakhand.

In a major development, a tripartite settlement for wage revision
of MOIL workers was signed between management of MOIL
and the representatives of the recognized union, in presence of
Chief Labour Commissioner, GoI.

The Recovery section of Canara Bank Circle Office Delhi organised Mega SARFAESI Expo at New Delhi to give wide publicity
to the properties put on auction under SARFAESI Act by the
Branches. BM Sharma, ED of the Bank inaugurated the event.

GANGA CONNECT EXHIBITION - NMCG

HOCKEY TOURNAMENT - SBI

HOCKEY TOURNAMENT-LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI

The Ganga Connect Exhibition was inaugurated in Oxford, UK.
The Oxford India Centre for Sustainable Development (OICSD)
at Somerville College, Oxford University played host to the exhibition currently going on in the UK.

SBI, Local Head Office, New Delhi, recently organized the Inter Circle Hockey Tournament, in which 10 Circle teams of
the Bank participated. The program was inaugurated by Amitava Chatterjee, CGM, Delhi Circle.

The 31st Lal Bahadur Shastri Hockey Tournament was won by
the Indian Railways team. Manju Shastri, daughter-in-law of Lal
Bahadur Shastri, gave the cash award of Rs. 25000/- to the
max. goal scorer of the tournament Pardeep Singh of IR.

e-Procurement No.CEBBS-AID-05/2021-22 ( Bid Identification No. BBS-AID-ISS-05 of 2021-22)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Online tenders are invited for Construction of Instream Storage Structure
across River Samakoi near village Santeibhanja on EPC Contract .

Name of Work
Construction of
Instream Storage
Structure across
River Samakoi near
village Santeibhanja
on EPC Contract

Class/EMD /Tender Fee /Period of
completion
(1) Class - Super class or equivalent Bidders.
(2) EMD- Only the Bid Security Declaration to be
furnished instead of EMD / Bid Security.
(3) Tender Fee- Rs 10,000/- to be transferred
online (Non Refundable)
(4) Period of Completion 24 (Twenty-four)
calendar months including monsoon season

A. PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY
OF BIDDING DOCUMENT.
B. TIME AND DATE FOR PREBID CONFERENCE

C.
D.
E.
F.

G.

Dt.01.12.2021 from 10.00 AM to
Dt.15.01.2022 up to 5.00 PM
Dt. 15.12.2021 at 11.30 AM
Office chamber of the CE & BM,
Brahmani Basin, Samal. (Virtual
Mode)
LAST DATE AND TIME FOR Dt. 15.01.2022 up to 5.00 PM
RECEIPT OF BIDS
PLACE OF SALE, RECEIPT Online through e-procurement.
OF BIDS
TIME AND DATE OF
Dt. 17.01.2022 at 11.30 AM
OPENING OF TECHNICAL
BID
PLACE OF OPENING OF
Office chamber of the CE& BM.
BIDS
Brahmani Basin, Samal.
At/Po- Samal Barrage Township.
Dist-Angul, Odisha, India,Pin-759037
Further details can be seen from e-procurement portal
“https://tendersodisha.gov.in”
Sd/Chief Engineer & Basin Manager,
Brahmani Basin, Samal.
OIPR-32046/110005/2122

TP-DDL has been honoured with the 'Battery Storage Project
of the Year' Award at the 17th Asian Power Awards. The
company has been conferred with this award for installing
India’s first grid-connected Community Energy Storage System at Rani Bagh, New Delhi in association with Nexcharge.

CONCLAVE & AWARDS – IFCCI CSR

INITIATIVE – MNC KORBA

Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of Women & Child Development, GOI
inaugurated IFCCI's third edition of CSR Conclave & Awards on
24th Nov. 2021 as the Chief Guest & H.E. Emmanuel Lenain,
Ambassador of France to India attended as the Guest of Honor.

Municipal Corporation under the guidance of Municipal commissioner Korba, Kuldeep Sharma, constructed a road by
reusing plastic waste and adopted an innovative technique
to curb the environmental issue caused by plastic.

INDIANOIL has supplied 201 TMT, over 90% of the bitumen
required, including crumb rubber modified bitumen (CRMB),
for the construction of the landmark Purvanchal Express in
Uttar Pradesh. The products were manufactured at IndianOil’s
Mathura and Panipat refineries. IndianOil reiterated its
commitment to sustainable development by recycling one
lakh discarded tyres for producing CRMB required for the
project, thereby reducing 3200 MT (metric tonnes) approx. of
CO2 emissions.

New Delhi

fenders convicted for offences of
rape, gangrape and murder.
Chaudhry argued that Section
376Ecanbeappliedonlyif aconvict has once undergone sentenceandif heorshehadopportunity to reform but committed
repeated offence, which was not
the case in the present matter.
Chaudhryhadsubmittedthat
thetrialwasconductedinanunfairmannerwithinadequateopportunitytothedefencetomake
submissions on framing of
chargeunderSection376Eof IPC
and on quantum of sentence. He
said the convicts were deprived
of basic fundamental rights,
pointing to their impoverished
backgrounds and young age.
Justice Sadhana Jadhav who
authored the 108-page judgement,noted,"Theconvictsdeserve
the punishment of rigorous imprisonmentforlifeie.thewholeof
the remainder of their natural life
in order to repent for the offence
committedbythem.Theconvicts
inthepresentcasedonotdeserve
toassimilatewiththesociety,asit
would be difficult to survive in a
society of such men who look
upon women with derision, depravity, contempt and objects of
desire... The conduct of the accused,andtheirboldconfessionto
thesurvivorthatsheisnotthefirst
onetosatisfytheirlust,issufficient
to hold that there is no scope for
'reformation'or'rehabilitation'."

CBI special
director elected
to Interpol
committee

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (WB)-I
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI

NOTICE BOARD

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

announced.
In a meeting on
Thursday, the state cabinet took the decision to
reopen schools from
Class 1 to 4 in rural areas,
and from Class 1 to 7 in
urban
areas
from
December 1.
The decision came a
day after Maharashtra
Health Minister Rajesh
Tope had announced that
the state Covid task force
for children had approved
the reopening of schools
for Classes 1 to 7.

SHAKTI MILLS GANGRAPE

CBI SPECIAL Director Praveen
Sinha was on Thursday elected
asadelegateforAsiaontheexecutive committee of the Interpol,
capping an "intense" and "wellcoordinated" campaign across
the world by India, official
sources said.
The elections for various positions for the top panel were
heldattheongoing89thInterpol
General Assembly in Istanbul. It
has 13 members,including
the president
and three vice
presidents,
apart from
nine
delegates.
All
memberscome Praveen
from different Sinha. Twitter
countries to
keep the geographic balance.
Among the delegates, Sinha
will sit with representatives
from Sudan, Argentina, China,
USA, UK, Kenya, Spain and
Turkey. The committee is
headed by UAE with vice presidents coming from Nigeria,
Brazil and Czech Republic.
"This was a tough election
with India running against four
other contestants from China,
Singapore,Republicof Koreaand
Jordan for two posts," said a
source. Sources in the CBI said
earlier two CBI directors have
been elected as vice presidents
of the committee. "As vice president, you are in charge of a region and represent its interests
in the committee. It is an important post. I am not aware of the
functions of delegates," a former
CBI director said.
Sinha is a 1988 batch IPS officer of the Gujarat cadre. After
then CBI director Rishi Kumar
Shuklaretired in February,Sinha
was made the interim director
before Subodh Jaiswal was appointedasregulardirectorof the
agency in May. He has had two
stints in the CBI in the past two
decades.
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Advisors to CM: CIVIC POLLS
Governor seeks
report from
DEBRAJ DEB
AGARTALA, NOVEMBER 25
Rajasthan govt

81% turnout in Tripura, Opp demands fresh elections

HAMZA KHAN

JAIPUR, NOVEMBER 25
RAJASTHAN GOVERNOR Kalraj Mishra has
sought a report from the state government
over the recent appointment of advisors to
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, with the BJP
calling them unconstitutional.
The Governor has forwarded a memorandum submitted by Deputy Leader of
Opposition Rajendra Rathore to the Chief
Secretary seeking a report on the appointments, Raj Bhawan sources said.
Rathore wrote to Mishra on November
22,seekingdismissalof thenewlyappointed
advisors and a ban on the government appointing parliamentary secretaries.
Following the recent reshuffle of his
Cabinet, in which he accommodated several
loyalists of his rival Sachin Pilot, Gehlot had
appointed six MLAs as CM advisors, while
about 15 parliamentary secretaries are to be
picked soon. Rathore said the MLAs were occupying offices of profit against parliamentary procedure.
Currently, the state has 30 ministers, including Gehlot -- the maximum possible for
Rajasthanaspertherulelimitingthenumber
to 15 per cent of the Assembly strength.
Rathore said that by accommodating more
MLAsaseitheradvisororparliamentarysecretaries, Gehlot was crossing that limit. The
six advisors are on a par with the rank of a
minister, and the parliamentary secretaries
wouldenjoythesameprivilege,Rathoresaid.
The BJP leader cited Articles 164 (1A), 191
(1)(A)and246oftheConstitution,aSupreme
Courtjudgment,aswellasverdictsoftheHigh
Courts of Sikkim, Hyderabad, Bombay,
Himachal Pradesh, etc, “which have clarified
theappointmentsofparliamentarysecretaries
andtheofficeofprofit(AdvisortoCM)”,hesaid
intheletter.Varioushighcourtshavedismissed
such appointments as illegal, Rathore wrote.
He said the Gehlot government had been facinginternalprotests“andtoquelltherebellion,
it is trying to satisfy the disgruntled MLAs by
giving away legal and illegal posts”.
Incidentally, the BJP government led by
Vasundhara Raje that preceded Gehlot's had
at least 10 parliamentary secretaries.
Congress state president Govind Singh
DotasrasaidRathorewas"unnecessarilymaking a political issue", noting that Leader of
OppositionGulabChandKatariaandBJPstate
chief Satish Poonia had not raised the issue.
Accusing Rathore of trying to seek personal
politicalmileage,Dotasrasaid:"Whateverhas
been done has been done lawfully."

AMID ALLEGATIONS by the Opposition TMC
andCPI(M)of largescaleviolence,theTripura
civic polls on Thursday recorded an estimated turnout of 81.54 per cent.
The ruling BJP claimed the polls were
peaceful.Thepolice,inastatement,said"barring some stray incidents in Agartala and
Melaghar, no major incident was reported
from any part of the state".
"According to preliminary reports, 81.54
per cent votes were cast. We thank all electors,staff engagedinpollduty,candidatesand
mediapersons since an unhindered election
process was conducted," the State Election
Commission said at a press conference.
A State Election Commission official said
some complaints of violence were filed with
different returning officers and district magistrates. "These complaints are being compiled, they will be analysed and investigated," said the official. A police officer said
additional security forces were deployed after they received the Supreme Court order —
on deployment of more security forces — at
2 pm, "in the spirit of the order".
But the Opposition CPI(M) and TMC allegedthatthepollswere"reducedtoamockery", and said they would approach the
ElectionCommissionandtheSupremeCourt.
TheCPI(M)demandedthatfreshpollsbeheld
in five civic bodies — Agartala, Dharmanagar,
Khowai, Belonia and Melaghar municipal
councils—andinsomewardsofPanisagarnagarpanchayat,Sabroomnagarpanchayatand
Sonamuranagarpanchayat.TheTMCsaidthe
entirepollprocessshouldbecountermanded
and fresh elections should be held.
"The State Election Commission completely surrendered before the ruling party.
The DGP is a black sheep; under him, the po-

Send 2 more companies of
CAPF to state: SC to Centre

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

Voters at a polling station in Agartala on Thursday. Abhisek Saha
lice played a biased role. Apart from a small
section of police personnel, the rest mostly
played a negative role," alleged Tripura Left
Front convenor Narayan Kar. He said the
Supreme Court's directions on the civic polls
were disregarded, and additional security
forces were not mobilised properly.
Addressing a press conference, Kar said
the elections "were reduced to a complete
mockery, at the hand of the BJP". He alleged
that polling booths were captured in
Agartala,Belonia,Dharmanagar,Khowaiand
Melaghar. Saying that Left Front workers
were attacked, he said three candidates and
polling agents were critical.
"Out of 51 candidates in Agartala
Municipal Corporation, 10 could not cast
votes for themselves. This election was held
amidterror and fear, reducing the police and
otheragenciestopuppets,"saidTripuraTMC
convener Subal Bhowmik. He said his party

would seek the Supreme Court's intervention to countermand the entire poll process.
Meanwhile, the ruling BJP alleged that its
party workers were attacked in at least 100
places. Addressing a press conference, BJP
spokespersonNabenduBhattacharyasaidthe
TMC came to Tripura not to win polls but to
spread unrest, on behalf of the CPI(M).
Dismissingtheallegationsof pollviolence,he
said: "We don't have any reports of undesirableincidentslikeBJPactivistsbeinginvolved
inanydisturbance,forcedvotingorhooliganism...If anyoneisinvolved,ourpartywilltake
strict action".
While there were reports of EVMs malfunctioninginsomeareas,pollpanelofficials
said these were replaced. In its statement,
police said there were some complaints of
allegedattempts todamage EVMs, threatsto
voters, candidates and polling agents, which
wereresolvedthrough"timelyintervention".

THE SUPREME Court on Thursday directed
the Union Home Ministry to provide additional two companies of any Central Armed
Police Force (CAPF) “as expeditiously as possible” to Tripura to ensure that voting for local body polls in the state, which began earlier in the day, remain free and fair.
The bench of Justices D Y Chandrachud,
Surya Kant and Vikram Nath asked Tripura's
Director General of Police (DGP) and Home
Secretary to “immediately review if there is
any additional requirement of further deployment, over and above the above direction and if so, communicate it to the
Department of Home Affairs of the
Government of India for necessary action”.
“Any such request having due regard of
the statement made by the Solicitor General
shallbedulyconsidered,”thebenchdirected.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta had assured the court that should a requisition be
made for additional paramilitary forces, the
Union Home Ministry will respond immediately in a favourable manner.
The court directed the State Election
Commission (SEC), the DGP and Home
Secretary“to ensurethateverypolling booth
is manned by a sufficient strength of CAPF
personnel, bearing in mind sensitivity of the
polling station and the need for a requisite
number of personnel to guard the polling
booths to ensure free and fair elections. The
pollingofficerateachpollingboothshalltake
the help of CAPF personnel, in the event that

any exigency arises.”
The court ordered, “Necessary arrangements would also be made for deploying an
adequatenumberofCAPFpersonneltoensure
the safetyof ballots and tofacilitate an unhinderedcountingofvotes...”Thebenchwashearing a plea by opposition Trinamool Congress
and CPI(M), seeking the court's intervention
to ensure free and fair elections in Tripura.
On being told that there were not enough
CCTV cameras, the court directed that “in the
absenceofinstallationofadequatenumberof
CCTV cameras, both electronic and print media should have unhindered access for full reportingandcoverageof theelectionprocess”.
ItaskedthestateDGP,SECandHomeSecretary
to issue orders to all polling officers and other
personnel concerned to give effect to this.
Senior
advocates
Gopal
Shankaranarayanan and P V Surendranath,
appearing for TMC and CPI(M), respectively,
toldthecourtthattherewasviolenceagainst
their party cadre and incidents of outsiders
barging into polling booths.
On November 23, the SC, while rejecting
TMC's prayer to postpone the polls, had directed the state DGP and IGP to hold a joint
meeting with the State Election
Commissioner by Wednesday morning to
assess availabilityof sufficientCAPFstrength
to be deployed for the elections.
On Thursday, senior advocate Mahesh
Jethmalani, appearing for Tripura, told the
bench that the meeting led to a request to
the MHA for two additional battalions since
there may be an emergency. He said two
companiesof BSF wasallottedtothestate on
immediate basis.

Protests in Kerala as woman kills self over ‘police inaction’
SHAJU PHILIP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, NOVEMBER 25
PROTESTS ARE erupting in Kerala over the
allegeddowrydeathof a21-year-oldlawstudent in Ernakulam district after police reportedly failed to act upon her complaint
even as the State Women's Commission said
on Thursday there were many complaints
against the former station house officer who
has now been relieved from service following charges of misconduct. The commission
has also sought a report from the police department in this connection.

P Satheedevi, chairperson of the
Women's Commission, told the media in
Kozhikode that the manner in which the officer handled complaints has given rise to
many complaints.
MofiyaParveenallegedlydiedbysuicideat
her residence on Monday, hours after she returnedfromalocalpolicestationwhereanofficer allegedly insulted her instead of acting
upon her complaint against husband
Muhammed Suhail, and her parents-in-law.
Parveenleftasuicidenoteblamingherin-laws
as well as the local station house officer C L
Sudheer.Thevictimhadmovedaharassment
complaint against her husband and his fam-

ily 25 days before her suicide, but the police
registered the case only a day after her death.
"On Monday, when we werecalledto the
police station, Suhail insulted my daughter
in front of the police inspector. She could not
tolerate the humiliation and slapped him. At
that, the police inspector called my daughter a lunatic. His reaction broke my daughter, who told me later that she did not expect
justice from police which called her as a lunatic," Dilshad alleged.
PoliceonThursdayarrestedSuhailandhis
parentsonchargesofdowrydeath(IPC304-B)
and related charges of abetting the suicide.
Provokedbythegovernmentfailuretotakeac-

tion against the police inspector, who was
transferredtostatepoliceheadquartersinthe
wake of the furore, Congress demanded that
the officer be booked for abetting suicide.
Hundreds of Congress workers marched
to the Ernakulam rural SP office demanding
actionagainsttheofficer. StudentsofAlAzhar
Law College, Thodupuzha, where Parveen
studied,joinedtheprotest.Scoresof students
weretakenintocustody,butwerereleasedafter police action was flayed. Congress is also
organising a women's night-walk on
Thursdaynightatvariouscentresinthestate,
highlighting the police failure to act upon
women's complaints.

OppositionLeaderVDSatheesansaidthe
incident showed that the government is
shieldingcriminalelementsinthepolicewho
areclosetotheCPI(M).ChiefMinisterPinarayi
Vijayan is supporting the officer and it sends
out a wrong message to society, he alleged.
ParveenandSuhailbecamefriendsonsocial media and got married in April this year.
Her father Dilshad said Suhail was unemployed, but used to harass Parveen for
money. The youth demanded Rs 40 lakh,
claiming to invest in film production, which
Dilshad could not provide. Parveen, in her
suicide note also reportedly regretted having married Suhail.

‘Important to minimize carbon footprint,
but India can’t shed coal for next 25 yrs...’
A spike in demand recently saw thermal power plants running out of coal, which is still the predominant source of energy in India. What
structural issues led to the crisis? Given the global push for renewables, what is the future of coal in India? PARTHA SARATHI BHATTACHARYYA,
former chairman and managing director of Coal India, explained some important issues around the present and the future of the sector
sametime, the dividend payouthas to bewithin
thenormsof thecompanylaw.Itcannotbemore
than the distributable profits for the year, the
payoutratioshouldbereasonable.If youaregiving a target of the company going to 1 billion
[tonnes of coal production] you leave some
money, even if the company doesn’t have clear
plans for that...

On carbon capture to make coal
use more palatable:
On the recent shortage of coal for
thermal power plants:

The problem of coal shortage during the
monsoon months is not uncommon. That has
happened in the past. Two factors have made it
different this time. One is the very sudden increaseinthermalpowerconsumption.Fromthe
5-6 per cent growth that we have been managing over the last many years, we suddenly find a
9-10 per cent kind of growth — 17-18 percent
over the same period of 2019 — so that is a little
bit of a spike. Two, which is perhaps a bigger
problem, is that about 20-25 per cent of the coal
used is imported, and prices have suddenly shot
through the roof. That was primarily because of
importsbyChina,andif Chinasneezestheworld
will have fever. Prices went upwards and there
was a halt in imports that were supposed to
come[toIndia]...Thataddedtothedomesticcoal
demand, and the demand-supply gap.
Also,therootsof thecrisisliethree-fouryears
inthepast.Asortof complacencyhadsetin,thermal power plants were witnessing PLFs (plant
load factors: ratio of energy produced to generatingcapacity)aslowas52,53,54percent.They
werefindingitdifficulteventoservicetheirdebts.
But they had no choice, because renewable [energy] was given a priority in offtake... Power stationsweremeritorderdispatch[inwhich]anabsolutely excellent, top-class power station at a
distancemaynotfinditsplacejustbecauseof the
transportcost.AndtheIndiantransportcost,particularly the railway tariff, is completely out of
the system and the highest in the world... The
thermal power circuit has continued to work at
alowPLF...becausecoalisbeingpushedonthem
[and] they don’t seem to be very keen on paying
for coal in time. The stock that they were supposed to maintain, they left it on Coal India...
On the Coal India side, with a 1 per cent degrowth for two successive years, stocks went to
recordhighs,risingby25milliontonnes...Inthat
kindof situation,CoalIndiaisneitherinaposition
toenforcecash-and-carrynortobringsenseinto

Partha Sarathi Bhattacharyya (left) was in
conversation over Zoom with Karunjit
Singh of The Indian Express. Video grabs
the whole system... When a jerk comes, a complacent system takes time to react. That broadly
isthereasonforwhathappened.Butfortunately,
thebadperiodisbehindus,themonsoonisover.
We are in the good months. And the coming 4-5
months are going to be good.

On preventing other, similar
crises in the future:
CEA (Central Electricity Authority) is prescribing the number of daysstock;CEA can have
a regulatory mechanism to see that the particular stock is maintained.
(Thermal)gencosshouldpayforcoalintime;
it is basically a cash-and-carry system. Just because coal is easily available it is being thrust on
you [even though] you don’t need that coal, is
not a very favourable thing. The discoms (distribution companies) should be able to realise the
marketpriceforwhateverpowertheysell—and
whoever needs to be subsidised should be subsidised by the state budget. As long as you don’t
move into this kind of a model, the problem in
some form or the other will keep on coming.

On the stagnation in output faced
by Coal India:
The demand of coal for the power stations is
verycriticallydeterminedbyonefactor,andthat
isPLF.TheaveragePLFof thecountryislanguishing at 52-53 per cent for the last three years and
no sensible effort has been made to improve it,
even though do so would have several positive
consequences.
Number one, it leads to financial stability in
order to do debt servicing and keep some margins,etc.Second,theincrementalcostyouarein-

curringisonlythevariablecostof coal;thatisthe
cheapestsourceofpower,andbynotallowingthe
PLFtoincrease,wearenottappingintothecheapestsource.Andthisactuallyshouldbeabletoaddress the affordability issue, which is critical, because we are a low per-capita-income country.
We have seen PLFs of 79-80 per cent in 2007
and 2008. Now it has dropped; we have created
capacities that we are not utilising. As a result,
we are actually denying ourselves low-cost
power. We should take the PLFs of existing
power plants as high as possible.
Coal companies will have to have adequate
extracapacity built into the system [so] they can
movecertainthings...Forexample,whenthedemand was low, actually they did, and that’s the
reason they have been able to manage this [situation]... They did advance shipping, more of
overburden, kept a certain amount of coal exposed, didn’t produce, but they could fall back
uponthatcoalduringthiscrisis...Asaresult,they
have been able to achieve an off-take growth of
about 19 per cent over last year, drawn from
stock as well as from production. 15-16 million
tonnesof extraproductionhashappenedduring
this period as compared to last year...

On diversifying into areas like
solar energy and fertilisers:
Ifthedemandfromthepowersectorisnotgoingtocomeup—thisyearisdifferent,butthelast
threeyearsthatwasthesituation—andthecompany has to grow, then where does that coal go?
For that coal to be used effectively, one way
couldbecoalgasification,alternativeuseof coal.
Wehavealwaysusedcoalasafuel forpower,we
haveneverconsideredthefeedstockcharacterof

coal,thatcoal canalsobeafeedstockforproducingchemicals,fertilisers,ammonia...Wearevery
strongly married to the power sector [but] now
the marriage is breaking, power has other partners, renewables are coming in. So therefore,
coal has an opportunity, other kinds of avenues.
I think that is the right thing to do for coal India.
But at the same time...coal to chemicals, coal to
ammonia, and ammonia to fertiliser is normal...
China does it, South Africa does it, and it’s a good
thing to do because all these items are importdependent...
Also, I would say solar is for everybody.
Anybody can get into solar, and solar is definitely
a complement to energy. Coal will eventually get
phased out, [but] the company will have to continue..., so [it] will have to take a strategy of diversifyingintovariousareas,whicharenotunrelated
butitmakessensewhereyouhavereturns,where
you can build core competence...

On the impact of high dividend
payouts to the government:
If thereisnodemand,thencreationof capacitybecomessunkcostatleasttilldemandrecovers.CoalIndiaisareasonablydebt-freecompany
and has immense debt-contracting capacity if
it really wants to do something fast, but during
that period, what do you do with the resources
that you generate? The biggest shareholder is
the government; [when] the government takes
a call that it wants to use this money for something, you can’t always say no, but if you have
clear plans of investing money in your projects,
definitely you should put it to the government...
Idon’tthinkCILhasreallysufferedveryheavily because of money being taken out. But at the

New Delhi

ThebestthingthatCoalIndiacandoistohelp
or support low-emission power generation. For
that what it should be doing is washing its coal,
andtodaywedon’thavethewasheriesof yesteryear where a huge amount of water was consumed. Today we have western-class washeries
where water consumption is just incremental.
Theinitial water you put in andthen you require
only some incremental top-ups... They are
power-efficient, water-efficient, yield-efficient,
soweshouldtrytopromotethesetechnologies...
We don’t have too much good coal [and] with
open-cast mining, that coal becomes further
bad, so washing is the only solution.

On the future of coal in India as
the world pushes for renewables:
If India has to develop it has to have more
power, it has to generate that power, and that is
notpossiblewithoutdependingoncoal.Coalhas
to be there, particularly for the base load. Now
tomorrow,letussaystoragecostscomedown(a
lot). And solar plus storage is the cheapest. Even
inthatsituation,howmuchshareof thetotalrequirement can solar meet, even if the share increases,thepowerdemandalsoincreasesfaster?
If you ask these questions I’m quite sure you will
come to the conclusion that much of this will
have to be borne by coal, and that’s the reason
coal-basedpowerwillhavetocontinueforquite
some time in this country.
Yes, it is important to see that the carbon
footprint is minimized... Washing could be one
approach, you use lesser quantity of coal, you do
some technological innovation at the user’s end
and see that requirement is reduced... You use
coalin a more sustainablemanner, produce coal
in a more sustainable manner, move coal in a
more sustainable manner. These are the things
that you can definitely do, but you can’t shed
away coal in the next 25, 30, 40 years.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

Fertility rate going below replacement level is an
achievement of family planning programme

T

HE RESULTS OF the latest National Family Health Survey (NHFS-5), released
on Wednesday, affirm the heartening tendency, noticed since the 1980s, of a
decline in the rate of population growth across the country. On an average, a
woman in India was likely to bear 2.7 children in her lifetime according to the
NHFS 2005-2006. The number fell to 2.2 in 2015-2016. NHFS-5 shows that this average
hascomedownto2.Thismeansthatthecountryhasattainedamajordemographicmilestone. India’s total fertility rate (TFR) has dropped below what the United Nations
Population Council deems the “replacement level”. An average of less than 2.1 children
per woman indicates that a generation is not producing enough children to replace itself. In other words, the NHFS-5 indicates that the country has taken the first step towards an outright reduction in population. This is a notable achievement for the country’s family planning programme and a resounding repudiation of politicians and
policymakers who have, of late, been crying hoarse about population explosion.
A 9 per cent increase in the use of modern contraception, compared to the last survey,
indicates the family planning programme’s increased reach. This is also attested by the
fact that 62 per cent of the respondents reported that they had received information on
side effects of contraceptives from grass roots-level officials, especially those working
with the Mission Parivar Vikas. Launched in 2016, the programme’s stated objective is to
give special attention to 146 high fertility districts in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Assam,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Jharkhand. It’s unfortunate, however, that
the bogey of population explosion has found takers amongst sections of the government
in at least four of these states. Despite their varying political affiliation, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and Rajasthan’s former Health Minister Raghu Sharma
seem to believe that a growing population is putting the “country’s resources under
strain”. UP Chief Minister Adityanath has also described “rising population as a hurdle in
development”. The Madhya Pradesh government has also lent its voice to this clamour.
ThereismuchthatissoberingabouttheNHFSsurvey,especiallythefactthat57percent
of women of reproductive age in the country are anaemic — up from the 53 per cent in
2015-2016. The percentage of anaemic children has also risen. In recent months, other
studies have indicated that the pandemic period has taken a disproportionately high toll
onthewell-beingof womenandchildren,andaggravatednutritionalandeducationaldeficiencies. The experience of the Southern states shows that declining fertility rates are
not just the function of family planning programmes but also have direct links with empoweringwomen.It’sthisdevelopmentdeficitthatplannersandpolicymakersmustplug.

CONGRESS AS TARGET
TMC’s proactive acquisitions reinforce the image of a
rudderless Congress, its disenchanted ranks

A

FTER THE INDIAN National Congress (INC) split in 1969, the faction that rebelled against the official group emerged as the claimant to the legacy of
the party that led the independence struggle. In a short span of time, Indira
Gandhi, who walked out of the official INC, became the face of the Congress
whereas the Congress (Organisation) led by the party’s old guard faded away. In recent
times in many states, splinter groups of the Congress have walked away with the vote
base and legacy of India’s Grand Old Party. For example, the Trinamool Congress (TMC)
in West Bengal, YSR Congress in Andhra Pradesh, Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) in
Maharashtra are essentially regional Congresses that have drawn their leaders, cadres
and even social agendas from the old INC. Their growth has been at the expense of the officialCongress.Astheirleadersdevelopnationalambitions,theSoniaGandhi-ledCongress
will feel the squeeze. The split in Meghalaya Congress legislative party and the outflow
of Congress leaders in Tripura, Goa etcinto the TMC suggests a churn within theCongress.
HerspectacularwininWestBengalassemblyelectionshaspitchforkedTMCchiefMamata
Banerjee into national imagination as a potential leader of the Opposition. The disarray in
the Congress since Rahul Gandhi quit as party president after the 2019 general election has
influencedmanyCongressmenandoppositionfigurestodiscoverasteelyleaderinMamata.
Twofactorshaveaidedtheriseof TMCoutsideWestBengal.One,thefailureof theCongress
leadership,namelytheGandhis,toaddresstheorganisationalstasis,energisethecadreand
leadthechargeagainsttherulingdispensation.Two,thequestionmarkovertheGandhis’ability to pose an electoral challenge to Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In his press conference
after leaving the Congress, the rebel group leader, Mukul Sangma, a two-time CM of
Meghalaya, indicated that he visited the Delhi leadership multiple times to resolve issues
withinthepartybutfailedtofindredress.Clearly,thepartynowseemstolackefficientmanagersandinterlocutorstoengagewithdisgruntledleadersandworkers.Sincetheadventof
thepartyhighcommandinthe1970s,Congressmenhavelookeduptoitnotjustforleadership,butalsoforguidanceandpatronage.Independent-mindedleadersfloattheirownoutfits and leave the Congress whereas others rally behind more charismatic leaders.
True, the Congress showed imagination in replacing Amarinder Singh with Charanjit
Singh Channi as CM in Punjab and in installing a more inclusive ministry in Rajasthan.
However, these interventions look like firefighting measures rather than a coherent narrative of revival. Barring Sangma, none of the new entrants to the TMC are crowd-pullers, of
course. But the exits from the Congress underline that the party needs to work harder on
what is its value proposition.

DICTIONARY DEFINITION

B

NFT is Collins Dictionary’s word of the year.
But what does it mean?

ACK IN THE daysbefore the internet, thisis how a dictionary worked: You read
or hear a word you did not know the meaning of, looked it up, and voila! The
light of new knowledge poured into your mind. A wonderful side-effect of
this exercise was the discovery of new words as you browsed. Now, there is no
browsing — even curiosity is customised, one searchable term at a time. But even the
most basic purpose of the dictionary — to tell people what a word means — lies in tatters.
Collins Dictionary’s “Word of the Year” for 2021 is “NFT” — an abbreviation that stands
for “non-fungible token”. The reason for its selection is reportedly the “meteoric” rise in
its use over the last year. NFT is indeed one of the most popular bits of fintech babble that
has graced the page and screen and its competition was words like “crypto” and “metaverse”. But what is a non-fungible token? An NFT, according to Collins Dictionary, is a
“unique digital certificate, registered in a blockchain, that is used to record ownership of
an asset such as an artwork or a collectible”.
Digital artworks have been selling for exorbitant amounts in recent months and NFTs
seemtohavesomethingtodowiththat.However,thedictionarydefinitionleavesonenone
the wiser as to what they actually are. Money? Authentication certificates for art works? A
digital medium of exchange? The answer is likely a bit of all of the above. It seems that an
abbreviation is the word of the year because of its popularity — the obsolete dictionary
seems to want to ride the popularity of the tech wave to boost its publicity. Unfortunately,
theubiquityof thetermisonlymatchedbytheopacityof itsmeaning—somethingCollins
doesn’t help with. No worries, though. After all, you can always google it.

— Frank Herbert

Excellence and exclusion
Prince Jaibir Singh’s case highlights institutional apathy
towards those from marginalised groups at IITs

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

THE RIGHT NUMBERS

WORDLY WISE

Beyond a critical point within a finite space,
freedom diminishes as numbers increase.

D Parthasarathy and Suryakant Waghmore
THE RECENT SUPREME Court judgment directingoneofIndia’sInstitutionsofEminence,
IIT Bombay, to allot a seat in the BTech programmetoPrinceJaibirSingh,aDalitstudent
fromGhaziabad,starklybringsouthowIndia’s
premierinstitutionssignalalackof empathy,
a formal bureaucratic rationality that has little understanding of India’s social divisions
and infrastructural inequities, and a lack of
imagination when it comes to fulfilling their
constitutional obligationstowards social justice, No wonder, the judges of the Supreme
Court chose to exercise their constitutional
powers to ensure “complete justice”. The
phrase itself can be traced back to B R
Ambedkar’sdistinctionbetween“formal”and
“substantive” equality, and his stress on the
role of the state to both equalise opportunities and ensure better representation for the
most marginalised. In turn, this distinction
goesbacktothefearexpressedbytheGerman
sociologist Max Weber regarding the decline
of substantiverationality,andthedominance
of formal rationality as a consequence of the
bureaucratisation of modern societies. For
Weber,asforAmbedkar,substantiverationalityandsubstantiveequalityensurecomplete
justice, an imagination and comprehension
of which is often sorely lacking in the best of
our institutions. When formal rationality becomes fused with the ignorance and arrogance of caste Hindu practices, bureaucracy
becomes both hostile and cruel.
ForPrinceJaibirSingh,thefailureofourinstitutions to provide alternative options of
cash, cheque or other instruments, or allow
for late payment with or without a fine is the
most disabling effect of institutional hostility
to Dalits and other disadvantaged groups.
Behindthisfailureisadeepdisinterestintakingaffirmativeactionpoliciesseriously,alack
ofcapacitytothinkthroughwaysofproviding
quality education while also advancing the
goals of inclusion. Equally, this instance reflectsabuyinginintotheillusoryinclusionof
digitalIndiasloganeeringratherthanacritical
academicperspectiveonaddressingsocialrealities. These stem from a belief in technical
solutions, and taking for granted positions of
privilege.
StudentslikePrincealreadyhavetostrugglethroughinitiallayersofbarriersintheform
of coaching classes, before they get through

For Prince Jaibir Singh, the
failure of our institutions to
provide alternative options
of cash, cheque or other
instruments, or allow for late
payment with or without a
fine is the most disabling
effect of institutional
hostility to Dalits and other
disadvantaged groups.
Behind this failure is a deep
disinterest in taking
affirmative action policies
seriously, a lack of capacity
to think through ways of
providing quality education
while also advancing the
goals of inclusion.

the hallowed portals of IITs, where they face
other forms of discrimination and humiliation.Inhostelsandclassrooms,indininghalls
and playgrounds, upper castes express their
privilege in a thousand ways through snubs,
snideremarks,failingtorecognisetheirlearning needs, or even the circumstances they
have had to overcome in getting into the IITs.
One way in which the institutions and
theirprocessescouldbemademoresensitive
andempatheticisbyincreasingtherepresentation of faculty and administrators from
“communitieswhichhavenothadsofarrepresentation in the State”, to quote Ambedkar.
The ongoing Special Recruitment Drive for
SC/ST/OBC/EWS through the Mission Mode
Recruitment(MMR)—longresistedbymany
IITs — is, therefore, a welcome one. If at least
someof thesenewly-recruitedfacultyriseto
leadershippositions,onecouldhopeforagenuine transformation towards “complete justice”,toensurethatthetraumacausedtostudents like Prince is not repeated. More
importantly,itcandemocratiseeliteacademic
spaces, make them compassionate and culturally conducive for all learners.
The actual conduct of the MMR does not,
however, inspire much hope. Responding to
amissivefromtheMinistryof Education,and
fearingahalttotheregularrecruitmentcycle,
therecruitmentprocessappearstoberushed,
withlittleevidenceof duediligenceinthedesign of the processes, guidelines, and criteria,
andwithlittletonodiscussionofimportantissues of merit, exceptional ability, judgement
of quality, and assessment of research and
teachingabilities.Thesewouldrequireadeliberativeprocess,aconsultationwitheducation
experts,anexplicitawarenessoftheexcellent
body of research on social exclusion and discrimination, and a dialogue with those academic scholars from marginal backgrounds
whohavemanagedtobreakthroughbarriers
to make a name for themselves.
IITs,forinstance,enjoyaflexiblefacultyrecruitment policy and such flexibility mostly
works in the interest of un-reserved candidates.However,forMMR,anabsenceof clear
direction from state agencies has resulted in
muchvariationinrecruitmentprocesses,minimumcriteria,relaxations,andwaiversgiven
for age or exceptional qualifications, and
screening procedures. Constitutional man-

datesandGovernmentofIndiaordersregarding the roster system and the provision of relaxations tend to be flouted quite blatantly.
Illegitimatelimitsaresettothenumberoffaculty to be recruited under the Mission Mode.
Exceptionalcandidateswhohaveappliedare
not recommended under the general category, and the competition for these positions
is made tougher than for general candidates.
Thetop-downdecisionmakingisreflected
in the design and implementation of the
shortlistingcriteriaandscreeningprocedures,
andthereappearstobealotofarbitrarinessin
interpreting and implementing national
guidelinesforreservationsinfacultypositions
across different institutions. The online
process of screening, interviewing, recruitment seminars, and faculty interaction is
stressful, and it is not clear why the process
cannotbemademorerelaxedandfriendlyfor
thecandidates,nowthatpandemicrelatedrestrictions are substantially relaxed. At the
same time, the large number of applications,
especially from candidates with exceptional
quality, attests to the faith that these candidateshaveinthestatetoensuresocialjustice.
Manyof thesecandidateswithhigh-quality publications have hesitated to apply in response to the usual rolling advertisements
available at IITs. By creating numerical criteria(aslowas49insomecases),ignoringmatters of quality and promise, and failing to relax some of the technical criteria, effectively
the CHEIs may ensure that the good quality
candidates are filtered out and candidates
with lesser qualifications are recruited, leading to a self-fulfilling prophecy of substantiating existing prejudices about the “merit” of
the “reserved” category candidates.
Ultimatelywhetheritisthecaseof Prince
JaibirSinghortheimproperimplementation
of MMR,whatisevidentisthelackof interest
inpromotingquality,andaconsciousandunwittingstrategytoshoreupexistingprivileges
and hierarchies. The “complete justice” that
theSupremeCourturgesneedsfarmorecritical investments across IITs in thinking about
principlesofsubstantiveequalityandsubstantive rationality.
The writers are professors of sociology
at IIT-Bombay. Views expressed are academic
and professional

A SHAM AND A SHAME
By ignoring Peng Shuai’s trauma, Olympic committee has revealed its priorities
Shivani Naik
THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC Committee,
headed by Thomas Bach, has informed the
world that Chinese tennis star Peng Shuai is
“safe and well”. The Wimbledon and French
Open doubles champion had accused a former senior Chinese government official of
forcing her to have sex, without consent. The
social media post that made this public was
taken down by Chinese authorities. Peng too
disappeared. China’s foreign ministry
spokesperson, Zhao Lijian, hoped that the
“malicious hyping, let alone politicisation” of
the episode would cease after the “video call
with the IOC president Bach”. The IOC had
beenturnedintoaprop,itscredibilityserving
as a hired alibi to be trotted out every time
Peng got mentioned.
Aneditorialinthepro-governmentnewspaper Global Times predicted that “ideological conflicts between China and the West
would escalate before the Winter Olympics.”
China reckoned this was a cynical western
conspiracy to imperil the Games. The IOC’s
shameful framing of the issue came in the
statement: “Nevertheless, she will continue
tobeinvolvedintennis,thesportshelovesso
much.”Asif themagicof sports,of servesand
volleys, of steering young Chinese players towards Slams success, could erase Peng’s
trauma.
This was not the first time that the IOC
bought into its own myth that “sports cures
everything”, while showing scant regard for

Such is the history of the
IOC’s closeness with
authoritarian regimes that
build them grand ice castles
and enormous sporting
arenas shaped like nests, that
Bach’s promise to Peng, that
he will catch up with her over
dinner when he’s in Beijing,
is a signal that the show
must go on — while refusing
to address her grave
allegations.

one of its own. By diminishing Peng’s allegations by not even acknowledging them and
losing an opportunity to explain consent to
youngathleteswhoremainvulnerabletosexual predators due to power imbalances in
sportingecosystems,theIOChadstrappedon
its blinkers.
AtstakefortheIOCaretheWinterGames
inBeijingandZhangjiakouinFebruary.CGTN
cited Chinese ambitions of generating 1 trillion yuan ($146 billion), building 650 skating
rinksand800skiresorts,andgrowingitswinter recreation sector. For the IOC, it is another
commercial high-stakes adventure. No
stranger to existing in bubbles, the IOC prizes
thefittesthumanbodies,whilestayingoblivious to human rights.
Theembarrassing1936GameswhenNazi
Germany brazenly used sports for its fascist
propaganda ought to have disabused the IOC
ofallnotionsoftheOlympicsbeingaboutfun,
fitnessandfriendship.TheTlatelolcomassacre
aheadof theMexico1968Gamessawprotestorsshotdeadbygovernmentforces,daysbeforetheopeningceremony.China’smistreatmentofUighursandthecrushingoffreedoms
inTibetandHongKongandRussia’sabysmal
recordonLGBTQI+rights,havebeenignored.
Such is the history of the IOC’s closeness
with authoritarian regimes that build them
grandicecastlesandenormoussportingarenas shaped like nests, that Bach’s promise to
Peng, that he will catch up with her over din-

ner when he’s in Beijing, is a signal that the
showmustgoon—whilerefusingtoaddress
her grave allegations.
But like the transparent, double-glass facadesoftheOlympicHouseatLausanne,built
to keep out the din of the nearby motorway,
shuttingoutinconvenientpoliticalnoiseisingrained in the organisation. Don’t expect it to
questionParisorLosAngeles—thenextsetof
hosts—aboutthehatecrimesorgunviolence
that kill ordinary folk in France and the US.
Bach would have been a witness to how
the passage of time has reflected in women’s
sport and the self-assertion of athletes, from
Nadia Comaneci to Simone Biles. He was at
the 1976 Montreal Olympics, winning a gold
medal as a fencer. It wouldn’t have escaped
himthattheIOC’sArticle50shuntingprotests
by athletes to outside the field of play, or the
“humanrightsclause”scribbledintothehosting rights contract in 2017, are changes moving at a glacial pace.
Young athletes’ patience with the ornate,
insularbaronshipsthatheadsportsadministrationisshorteningwitheachpassingGames.
The Women’s Tennis Association has dug
itsheelsintoensurethatPengcanspeakfreely
andthathertormentisaddressed.Thishaslittle to do with the Winter Games conundrum.
Last heard, tennis had grass, clay and hardcourts,anddidn'tneedtobeplayedonthinice.
shivani.naik@expressindia.com

NOVEMBER 26, 1981, FORTY YEARS AGO
EC’S POWERS
UNION LAW MINISTER P Shiv Shankar said
that the government intended to amend the
powers of the Election Commission to nullify an election. He explained in the Rajya
Sabhathatthepostponementof theGarhwal
byelection had arisen out of the Election
Commissioner’s ruling in June annulling the
earlier poll on grounds that the presence of
police force from outside the state vitiated
matters. Shiv Shankar said that the maintenance of law and order during polls was not
the concern of the EC earlier. But in view of
the ruling in June, the matter had acquired a
new dimension. The UP government was

right in hesitating to ask from police outside
the state. “It was case of once bitten, twice
shy,” the minister said.

UPROAR ON MANDAL
QUESTIONHOUR INLokSabhasawa display
of temper by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
the members of Opposition and treasury
benches. It stemmed from the insistence of
Opposition members that the government
give a firm date for tabling the Mandal
Commission Report. Home Minister Zail
Singh took the stand that the report could
only be tabled when it was accompanied by
a memorandum on action taken on it.

New Delhi

WRANGLE OVER ONIONS
THE RAJYA SABHA witnessed the strange
spectacle of Opposition members symbolicallyvyingwitheachotherinofferingmoney
for the supply of onions as the Government
claimed that the price of the commodity in
the capital had come down to Rs 1.50 a kg.
When Pilloo Mody offered to buy onions at
Rs 100 a kg if the rate specified by the government was correct, Rameswhar Singh
walked up to the podium offering to buy
onions for Rs 1,000. Birendra Singh, Union
Agriculture Minister, stuck to his guns and
saidhewaspreparedtosupplythecommodity at the rate specified by him.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
“The Chinese mainland is already fully prepared in many ways to deal with
possible reactions from the US. It has created huge pressure on the US which
wants to intervene with high intensity in the Taiwan Straits.”
— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Are we ready to tell
new stories?

A little mercy
Acknowledgingthelinkbetweenmentalhealthand
deathpenaltycanhelpbuildamorecompassionate
justicesystem

No act of terror should be given the power to break us: 13 years after 26/11, as we see a glimmer in the
pandemic dark, this remains the promise we need to renew

Vikram Patel
Amitabh Bachchan
EACH YEAR WE count, now it’s 13 years later,
and the dark night that stretched over three
longdaysisstillvividinourcollectivememory.
That was also the terrorists’ aim, the vividness was part of their design. The strike on
Mumbai, November 26, 2008, played out as
slow-motionmayhem,targetingitslandmarks,
whileaudienceswatchedtheterriblespectacle,
live and uninterrupted, on TV.
Mumbaihadbeenattackedbefore,butnot
like this. This was a choreographed sequence
ofstrikes,usinghand-heldweapons,by10terrorists who had come in by the sea. This time,
Ground Zero was not a place, it was an arc. It
was horror made for the age of the instantaneousspectacle,itforeshadowedtheerawhere
we define ourselves by our constant posts of
image, text and video.
Itstretchedfromthefive-starhotels,Tajand
Trident,frequentedbythecity’sglitteringelites,
to the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
railway station, from where, over the years,
hundreds and thousands of Indians, men and
women,havepouredintoMumbai,asifpulled
by a magnet, carrying with them a hope and a
dream.
They come from states like Uttar Pradesh
and Gujarat, Karnataka and Rajasthan, and
Bihar.
Justincaseweforgot,wesawmanyofthem
during the pandemic, rushing back home in
fear.Manyofthemarereturning,comingback,
astheyalwaysdo,toremaketheirlives,andin
doing so, to remake Mumbai, our Mumbai.
This was before we went live in our lives
and yet, over the 60 hours of non-stop media
coverage of the siege, the TV cameras had
yoked themselves to the Taj Hotel.
But 26/11 was spectacular, most of all, becauseitwasastrikeonthecityofthecommon
Indian, man, woman and child.
It brought to a stunned halt a bustling urban sprawl, where the first instinct is to move
andmoveon,tosurviveandsucceed,entertain
and perform, tell a gripping story.
Intheimmediateaftermathof 26/11,India
acted with remarkable sobriety and restraint.
Despiteimmensepressure,itdidnotgiveinto
the temptation of military retaliation against
Pakistan—evenasthecaptureofMohammad
Ajmal Kasab and the revelations of David
HeadleystrippedPakistan’smilitary-ISIestablishmentofthealibiofnon-stateactorsbeyond
itscontrol,andleftitnofigleaf.Indiagaveanormallegaltrial,andaccordeddueprocesstothe
onesurvivingattacker,eventhoughevidenceof
his guilt had been splashed large on all our TV
screens.Wemadeitclear:Thosewhohaddied
intheattack,thebraveheartsdefendingus,had
sacrificedtheirlivesforthenationanditscommitment to justice and the Constitution.
Thirteenyearslater,thequestionis,howdo
we pay the real tribute to the 166 people who
died in the 26/11 attacks, in Mumbai, the one
theytrulydeserve?Howdowemoveoutofthe
shadows of that paralysing moment? Are we,
who survived in Mumbai and in India, free to

C R Sasikumar

tell new stories?
Therealityisthat26/11hashadalongafterlife, and it has got entangled with the tumultuous history that still weighs down the
Subcontinent. It is not yet clear that we have
skirtedallthetrapsitsetforus.Thedangerwas,
anditstillis,oflettingourselvesbedefinedand
deformedbyfear,of makingsuspicionahabit,
a guiding force for our institutions, and part of
our political common sense.
For the last many years, I have been privilegedtojoinTheIndianExpressanditscommunity of readers in marking this day and each
year,wecelebratethespiritofsurvivalandunderstanding. Each year, I discover that the
power of survivalislinked to the power of humanity,of ourcollectivecommitmentthatwe
shall not let the terrorists define who we become.
This time, too.
True,26/11broughthometheurgentneed
toshoreupourpolicingsystemsandshakeoff
the institutionallethargy that had set in oninternal security. True, that we have to be lucky
every day while the terrorist had to be lucky
just once.
Andyet,thedangerisoflettingthelanguage
and mantra of security spread and grow, till
“we” are locked in constant and mortal combatwith“them”,tillaccusationbecomesmore
believablethanproof,andonlythespectresare
clear and present, while everything else is
lookeduponasuncertainandsubjecttoverification.
The spectres must not be allowed to become more real than the people.
The people must remain heroes and heroines of their own stories, in which the villain
canbevanquishedwithbetterarguments,and
the police inspector comes only in the last
scene.
For, the stories we tell can often become
larger than us, and they can skip lightly across
borders, sometimes riding on cricket, sometimes through film.

In the immediate aftermath
of 26/11, India acted with
remarkable sobriety and
restraint. Despite immense
pressure, it did not give in to
the temptation of military
retaliation against Pakistan
— even as the capture of
Mohammad Ajmal Kasab
and the revelations of David
Headley stripped Pakistan’s
military-ISI establishment of
the alibi of non-state actors
beyond its control, and left it
no fig leaf. India gave a
normal legal trial, and
accorded due process to the
one surviving attacker, even
though evidence of his guilt
had been splashed large on all
our TV screens. We made it
clear: Those who had died in
the attack, the bravehearts
defending us, had sacrificed
their lives for the nation and
its commitment to justice
and the Constitution.

Sometimes they nestle in the warmth of
thehugthatwentviral,thatIndia’scaptainVirat
Kohli gave to Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan
and Babar Azam, after the men in green defeated the men in blue in the first game of the
T20 World Cup that concluded in Dubai recently.
Sometimestheyrevelinthesmashingbox
office success, in India and also in Pakistan, of
the 2015 Salman Khan-starrer Bajrangi
Bhaijaan, a cross-border tale about empathy
and compassion, an Indian man’s struggle to
reunite a Pakistani child with her family.
Freedomfromfearmeansthatwearemore
ateasewithourneighbour,andalsowithourselves.Itmeansthatweacknowledgethatthe
terrorist tried to produce spectacle and stoke
passions and make the currency of terror pervasive in our politics, but we deny him that
power over us.
Becauseatthebottomofourhearts,weare
all Mumbaikars, whether or not we choose to
live in Mumbai. No matter how cramped the
place we stand on, we look up at the stars and
skyscrapersandseekoutthebroaderhorizons
that meet the sea.
We believe that better things are possible,
and that we can make them happen to us. We
lose ourselves in the dark of the cinema hall
andthenwalkoutintothelighttomakeanew
beginning.Forus,theMumbaikars,thedarkis
notsomethingtobeafraidof,itiswheremagic
resides and the imagination runs free.
Noterroristmustbeallowedtochangethe
wayweareinthedark,orwithourneighbour,
or ourselves. No single act of terror must be
given the power to destroy the interconnectedness of our stories, our plural solidarities.
Thirteenyearslater,this26/11,aswebegin
to see the first glimmer after the devastating
pandemic,inwhichwelostmanyof ourloved
ones, that is the promise we need to solemnly
renew to ourselves.
The writer is an actor

A victory for the Constitution
Farmers’triumphaffirmstherighttoprotest,againstdifficultodds
D Raja
THENARENDRAModiregimestartedobservingConstitutionDayeveryyearonNovember
26 from 2015. Paradoxically, however, it has
been contravening the letter and spirit of the
Constitution. Take the announcement by PM
Modi on November 19 that the government
will repeal the three farm laws against which
farmershaveprotestednon-violentlyforover
a year. More than 700 farmers have died and
disparagingremarksweremadeagainstthem
by the PM, his cabinet colleagues and members of his party. Was it constitutional for the
PMtoridiculethefarmersbycallingthem“andolanjeevis,”whentheywereexercisingtheir
constitutional right to protest? The PM has
eventalkedofa“foreigndestructiveideology”
and his colleagues have dubbed the farmers
as Khalistanis, Maoists and anti-nationals.
Ateverystep,thegovernmentmadethings
difficultforfarmers.Trenchesweredugtopreventthemfrommovingfreely.UnionMinister
Ajay Mishra’s son has been arrested after the
SupremeCourtexpresseditsdissatisfactionat
the UP government’s handling of the
LakhimpurKheriepisode,inwhichprotesters
were run over by vehicles, one of which was
allegedly driven by Mishra’s son.
What does Constitution Day mean in the
contextofthisghastlymurderandthecontinuance of the minister in office?
Inhisspeech,thePMissuedashallowapology.Theannouncementcouldwellhavebeen

motivated by the BJP’s electoral calculus. The
PM’s objective could well be to salvage his
party’s image so that it can win the state elections next year in Punjab, UP, Uttarakhand,
Manipur and Goa. It is undeniable, however,
that the farmers’ protest, based on B R
Ambedkar’s electrifying slogan “Educate,
AgitateandOrganise”,hasweakenedtheelectoral prospects of those who scoffed at the
rights guaranteed by the Constitution. In exercising their rights, the farmers have shown
thatthoseensconcedinpowerfulpositionscan
be humbled. In their victory lies the significance of Constitution Day.
PMModi’stelevisedspeechlackedsincerity. He did not seek forgiveness for the antifarmerlegislations.Instead,hesoughtanapologyfornotbeingabletoconvincethefarmers
oftheusefulnessofthelaws.Itseemsthatthis
was an apology directed at his corporate
friends. Nowhere in his speech did he refer to
guaranteedMSPforcrops.PMModididpromise to form a committee, comprising experts
and farmer representatives, to recommend
ways to improve agriculture. There is a possibilitythatthegovernment-appointedexperts
mayinsistonpro-corporatereformsandcome
into conflict with farmer union representatives. The standoff is likely to continue as the
government is bent on implementation of
neo-liberal policies in agriculture dictated by
internationalinstitutionssuchastheWTO,IMF

and World Bank.
When we are celebrating the 75th year of
India’sindependence,itwouldbeworthwhile
to recall one of the important dimensions of
SwarajoutlinedbyMahatmaGandhi.InYoung
India, on January 29, 1925, he wrote, “Real
Swarajwillcomenotbytheacquisitionof authority by a few but by the acquisition of the
capacity by all to resist authority when it is
abused.Inotherwords,Swarajistobeobtained
by education of the masses to a sense of their
capacitytoregulateandcontrolauthority.”This
idea of Swaraj got expression in the
Constitution. Parliamentary democracy, part
ofthebasicstructureoftheConstitution,mandates that the government is accountable to
thelegislaturewhichrepresentsthesovereign
willofthepeople.India,beingaUnionofstates,
isbestgovernedinthespiritoffederalism.The
Modi government has, however, not adhered
to federal principles and attempted to centralise power.
Thisunidimensionalexerciseofpowerled
several state assemblies to pass resolutions
againstthefarmlaws.Thenon-violentfarmers’
movementhasemergedasashiningexample
of peoples’ capacity to temper the Modi government’s majoritarian arrogance.
Thefarmers’movementemergedunitedly
across the country with the support of trade
unions,agriculturallabourers,women,youth,
students,civilsocietyorganisationsandpolit-

ical parties. The country witnessed the unity
of peasantry and working classes from both
theformalandinformalsectors.Therecentremark of National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit
Doval that civil society is the “new frontier of
war”saysmuchabouttheperceptionsofthose
occupying high posts sanctioned by the
Constitution.TheNSA’spronouncementgoes
against the phrase, “We the People who
adopted, enacted and gave to ourselves the
Constitution”.
The attack on civil society is a war on people. When protests against the Citizenship
AmendmentActeruptedinUP,ChiefMinister
Yogi Adityanath made a shocking statement
that he and his government would take revenge. Doesn’t this mean challenging the
Constitutionthatprovidestherighttoprotest?
The protesting farmers represented not
onlytheirinterestsbutalsothelargercauseof
defending the Constitution, democracy and
secularism. They have called the bluff of the
Modi government’s polarised politics. Their
victoryisasmuchavictoryAmbedkar’svision
anchored in his slogan, “Educate, Agitate and
Organise”, as for the Constitution itself, its basicstructureandconstitutionalmorality.While
celebrating Constitution Day, we should remember this victory.
The writer is General Secretary, Communist
Party of India

THERE ARE many reasons why the death
penalty should have no place in any society, not least because it violates the fundamental right to life. The argument that it
maydeterviolentcrimeiscounteredbythe
observations that murder rates declined in
tenout of elevencountrieswhichhadabolished capital punishment in recent years.
The most egregious aspect of the death
penalty is the widespread evidence of miscarriage of justice which occurs even in the
most robustjudicial systems, leading to the
real threat of an irreversible punishment
being inflicted on an innocent person.
India has a chequered history with the
death penalty. For many years, until the execution of Dhananjoy Chatterjee in 2004
for the rape and murder of a minor girl, the
country was a de facto abolitionist state.
Since then, nearly 500 prisoners have been
sentenced to death row, nine individuals
have been executed since 2014, and there
has been a legislative expansion of the
death penalty, in particular for crimes of
sexual violence.
Against this background, the release of
the Deathworthy report last month on the
relationship between being sentenced to
death andmental health, calls upon our society to revisit its ambivalent stance on the
death penalty. The report is the result of
NLU Delhi’s Project 39A, under the guidance of mental health professionals from
NIMHANS, Bangalore. The study involved
theinterviewof 88deathrowprisonersand
their families. Its findings can be summarised in two broad ways: First, what are
the origins of the violent behaviours which
led to the criminal acts and second, how
might living on death row affect the mental health of the prisoner.
Adverse childhood experiences are the
most important determinants of poor educationalattainment,violentbehavioursand
mental health problems. This association
has been demonstrated in diverse contexts
and has a clearly defined biological mechanism. The lack of nurturing environments
and the exposure to toxic stress, that is,
when a child experiences intense, frequent
or prolonged adversity such as emotional
abuse or neglect, directly impacts the development of a healthy brain architecture
which is most sensitive to environmental
influences in the early years of life. These
influences lead to a range of psychological
difficulties in young adulthood, such as impulsivity and low frustration tolerance,
which are precursors to violent behaviour
and antisocial acts.
The Deathworthy report provides empirical evidence that a high proportion of
death row prisoners have been exposed to
adverse childhood experiences. More than
half the prisoners had experienced verbal
andphysical abuse aschildren, andthe vast
majority had experienced parental neglect
and grown up in a “disturbed family environment”. Seventy-three prisoners had ex-

perienced at least three adverse childhood
experiences and 56 prisoners had experienced at least three traumatic experiences,
such as a serious accident or a life-threateninginjury.Inshort,thiswasanextremely
vulnerable group of persons who had been
exposed to many risk factors which could
explain the increased likelihood of poor
mental health and violent behaviour.
The second observation is, perhaps, less
surprising:Two-thirdsoftheprisonerswere
diagnosedwithacurrentepisodeof mental
illness, in particular depression. About half
were assessed to be at “risk” of suicide.
Undoubtedly,thissufferingisthedirectconsequence of living with the fear of an imminent,violentdeath.Moreshockingly,asignificant number of prisoners had evidence of
cognitiveimpairment,oftenduetoheadinjuries. Nine of these individuals were found
tohaveanintellectualdisability.Thisimplies
thattheseindividualshaddeficitsinmental
functioning which are well-recognised for
influencingthecapabilitiestomakeresponsibledecisionsandobservesocialnorms.Yet,
in none of their cases was their disability
brought to the attention of the courts.
From a narrow legal lens, the report indicatestheneedforcourtstoensureamore
searchinginquiryintothelivesof deathrow
prisoners, particularly the mitigating factors which help humanise the perpetrator,
generatingempathyandunderstandingfor
whatisundeniablyahorrificactof violence,
and creating the possibility of compassion
in passing judgement. Even if trauma, cognitive impairment and adverse childhood
experiences have not found their rightful
place in our legal lexicon, they do hold relevance in determining whether a person is
so blameworthy as to be sentenced to
death. The report also raises the question
of whethertheharrowingmentalsuffering
consequent to the death penalty is in itself
aviolationof therightsof eventhemostdespised members of our society. In the case
of intellectual disability, the choice of action is even more stark: The imposition of
the death sentence on persons with intellectual disability is prohibited under international law, and jurisprudence in India
must align at least with this basic principle.
Ultimately,theDeathworthyreportprovidesasobering,if notentirelyunsurprising
picture of the devastating disadvantages
experienced by death row prisoners which
may have played a critical role in mediatingtheirviolentactsandthementalhealthrelated pain and suffering consequent to
livingondeathrow.Together,thesetwoobservations provide compelling evidence to
drive the final nail into the coffin of this
form of punishment, by far the cruellest act
a state can inflict on a citizen. Indeed, the
death penalty is counter to the judgement
of the Supreme Court which, in 2014, declared mental illness grounds for commuting a sentence of death. If there is an indictment to be made, then it has to be of our
society which causes so many children to
beexposedtotoxiclevelsof deprivationand
the failures of child and adolescent mental
healthservicestodetectandinterveneearly
inthetrajectoryof mentalhealthproblems.
The writer is the Pershing Square Professor
of Global Health at Harvard Medical
School, and a member of the Lancet
Citizen’s Commission on Re-imagining
India’s Health System

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
LAW EXISTS
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Save her
childhood’ (IE, November 25). Taking a
cue from how the author has described
theplightoftheharriedgirlchildinIndia,
it is only apt to make a comparative
analysis with one of our neighbours.
Reported as recently as this month was
the plight of nine-year old Parwana
Malik who, in the backdrop of the pulverised economic conditions in
AfghanistansincetheTaliban’stakeover,
was sold off and forcibly betrothed to a
55-yearoldmanfor$2,200byherfather.
Parwana’s 12-year old sister too met
with the same fate a few months ago
(thoughIhumblyrequestthereadersto
notalludesuchappallingun-IslamicincidentstotheapparentlyIslamiccredentialsof Afghanistan).Thisisnottoimply
thatthere’snothingwaywardgoingonin
India in this regard, but the fact that we
do have a legal framework, albeit warrantingreforms,deterringtheincidence
of child marriages is a silver lining in itself.Thoughitisnecessarytoreformsociety alongside, the importance of legal
reforms can not be undermined.

Vinay Saroha, Delhi

QUOTA IRONY
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Plea on
quotainIITrecruitment:Topcourtissues
notice’ (IE, Nov 25). In an ironic twist, an
eight-membercommitteeappointedby
thegovernmenttosuggestmeasuresfor
effectiveimplementationof reservation
forSC/ST/OBCinIITshadinsteadrecommendedthatthe23engineeringschools

New Delhi

should be exempted from reservations
under CEI Act, 2019. And this happened
despite the presence of representatives
of secretaries of the departments of
Social Justice and Empowerment, and
Tribal Affairs, in the committee.
Secondly, contrary to expectations, instead of SC/ST/OBC, the present petitioner,SachidanandPandey,seekingfor
theimplementationofthequotaandfair
selection in IIT is not from the reserved
category. This poses a question to the
elite among the reserved groups about
their awareness and spirits to fight for
their constitutional rights.
L R Murmu, Delhi

RIGHTS MATTER
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Prince at
IIT’ (IE, November 24). That even the
Bombay High Court refused to help a
Dalit student named Prince, who was
denied admission in the IIT Mumbai for
his failure to make the electronic payment, clearly shows that the odds are
stacked against Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes at every level in the
caste-ridden Indian ecosystem. Prince
must thank his stars that the Supreme
Court has come to his rescue — otherwise,hisdreamtoriseinlifewouldhave
been dashed. This episode shows that
whentheyouthbelongingtofamilieson
the lowest rung of the society are not
knowledgeable--evenaboutsomething
like online payment — they must be
aware about their constitutional rights,
whichregretfullyarebeinggraduallydenied to them.
Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur
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HCjunksashram
revamppleaby
TusharGandhi

Ahmedabad: A division
benchof theGujaratHigh
Courtrefusedtoentertain
a PIL by the great grandson of Mahatma Gandhi,
Tushar Gandhi, seeking
quashing of the notification on the Gandhi
Ashram
Precinct
Development Project.
This came after the
Gujaratgovernmentgave
an undertaking that the
existing one acre on
which the ashram stood,
would not be disturbed
and the project would
preserveGandhianethos.
Advocate General Kamal
Trivedi, appearing for the
state, opposed the PIL as
the matter was taken up
for hearing by an HC division bench.
ENS

WEST BENGLA

Kolkatacivic
bodypollstobe
heldonDec19

Kolkata: The State Election
Commission (SEC) on
Thursdaynotifiedtheelection to the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
(KMC)andskippedthenotification for Howrah civic
polls, which was earlier
proposedtobeheldonthe
same day – December 19.
There is uncertainty over
theHowrahcivicpollsdate
as the matter has reached
theHighCourt.Objections
have been raised that the
state government constituted a new municipality
covering 16 wards of erstwhile Bally Municipality
from
the
Howrah
MunicipalCorporationjust
aheadof thepolls. ENS

MAHARASHTRA

AnnaHazare
undergoes
angiography

Pune:ActivistAnnaHazare,
84, has been admitted to a
Pune clinic, where an angiography was performed
on him on Thursday. His
health is said to be stable
andtheprocedurewasundertaken after he complainedof mildchestpain.
According to officials of
Ruby Hall Clinic, Hazare
wasevaluatedbyateamof
experts and an ECG
showed minor changes.
“Theangiogramrevealeda
minorblockageinhiscoronaryartery,”saidadoctor.

ENS

JODHPUR

Police: Open jail
inmate booked
for raping minor
daughter; flees
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, NOVEMBER 25

JODHPUR POLICE have booked a
convictforallegedlyrapinghisminor daughter while living in an
open jail, police said Thursday.
According to the police, the
man, who is in his early thirties,
was sentenced to life imprisonmentformurderandwaslivingin
an open jail in Jodhpur. They said
he is currently absconding.
“Primafacie,itappearsthatthe
incident is from a month-and-ahalfago.Theaccused,whoisfrom
Sirohi district, was living in the
Jodhpur open jail with his family
while serving a life sentence.
Aroundamonth-and-a-halfback,
hiswifewentawaywithherfather.
But the accused didn’t let his
daughtergowiththem.Around34daysago,hedroppedhisdaughter at the house of his in-laws,
wherehiswifeisliving.Thereafter,
the girl said her father had raped
her,”saidtheSHOofthepolicestationwherethecasewaslodged.
The SHO said that initially, a
zero FIR was lodged in Sirohi district by the wife of the accused,
whichwasthentransferredtothe
police station in Jodhpur.
“The accused was sentenced
to life imprisonment three years
backoveramurder.Severalof his
relatives are also in jail regarding
thesamecase.Wehaveregistered
a case on Wednesday under section 376 (rape) and 344 (wrongful confinement for ten or more
days) of the IPC and under sections of the POCSO Act,” he said.

BSF personnel among 5
held, Jharkhand police
47% births in pvt facilities say supplied arms to
through C-section: data Maoists, terror groups

Jumpinwomenusingbankaccounts,phones

PRANAV MUKUL
& SUNNY VERMA

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25
ALL 14states surveyedin the second phase of National Family
Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5) reportedasignificantjumpoverthe
last five years in the number of
women having a bank account
that they themselves use.
The all-India figures show
close to 80% women now have a
bank account that they use —
from 53 per cent in 2015-16 to
78.6 per cent in 2019-21.
The findings, along with data
on women owning a house or
land, and those owning mobile
phones, offer significant insights
intoeconomicandsocialstatusof
women,andtheirroleindecisionmaking, in Indian households.
Whilethelowtariffssincelate
2016 saw mobile phone use
among women surging across
states, Haryana and Chandigarh
sawadropintheshareofwomen
owningamobilephonethatthey
used themselves. In Haryana, for
example,at50.4%in2020-2021,a
smaller proportion of women
used mobile phones, a slight dip
from50.5%in2015-16.TheUnion

territoryof Chandigarhalsosawa
decline in the percentage of
womenowningmobilephones—
from74.2%in2015-16to70%now.
Theall-Indiafigureforphone
use among women went up
from 45.9% in 2015-16 to 54% in
2019-21.
Thedatashowthatamongthe
14 states, barring MP, Odisha,
Uttarakhand, Delhi NCT and
Puducherry, land/ house ownershipamongwomenwentup.
Punjab and Uttar Pradesh
bucked the trend witnessed in
large agrarian states of low land
ownership among women. In
Punjab, for example, among the
womensurveyed,63.5%owneda
house or a land (alone or jointly)
in 2020-21, compared to 32.1% in
2015-16.InUttarPradesh,another
large agrarian state, the share of
womenowningland/housewent
up — from 34.2% in 2015-16 to
51.9% in 2020-21.
But in MP and Rajasthan, the
other two big agrarian states,
land/house ownership among
womeneitherfellorfailedtoshow
muchimprovement.InMP,39.9%
of the women surveyed owned a
house or a land in 2020-21, compared to 43.5% in 2015-16. In
Rajasthan,thenumberwas26.6%

Day after encounter, J&K
DGP says some ‘looking
at killers as innocent’
ARUN SHARMA

JAMMU, NOVEMEBER 25
A DAY after three militants were
killed in an encounter in
Srinagar's Rambagh area, J&K
DGP Dilbag Singh on Thursday
took a swipe at those questioning the police action, saying
some have started “looking at
killers as innocent”.
Replying to a question on
PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti’s
statement questioning the encounter, he said, “There are peopleincivilsocietywhosomehow
understand the reality, but try to
say something which is away
from the reality. There are many
people who are on social media
whoaretryingtocastaspersions
on the killing of the terrorists.”
“Unfortunately, there are
peoplewhohavestartedlooking
atthekillersasinnocentpeople,”
the DGP said.
The militants who were
killed were identifiedasMehran
Yaseen Shalla from Srinagar, and
Manzoor Ahmad Mir and Arafat
Ahmad Shiekh from Pulwama.

J&K DGP
Dilbag
Singh
DGP Singh said while
Mehran was involved in the
killingsof manycivilians,including school principal Supinder
Kour and teacher Deepak Chand
on October 7, Manzoor and
Arafat had been working as over
ground workers for Abbas
Sheikh, the slain chief commander of The Resistance Front,
an affiliate of Lashkar-e-Toiba.
“Mehran is the one who had
been providing all kind of logistic support to Abbas when he
was active in Srinagar city and
elsewhere. He is responsible
along with his associates for the
killing of police sub inspector
Arshad Ahmad, a grenade attack on June 26 last at
Barbarshah in which one innocent civilian was killed, besides
the killing of Imran Ali Sheikh,
a resident of Srinagar,” the DGP
said, adding to the list the killing
of Kour and Chand.

Bhagwat: Solution to pain
of Partition is undoing it
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

THE ONLY solution to the pain of
Partition lies in undoing it, RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat said on
Thursday.
“If we want to become a
strong nation and contribute in
theworld'swelfare,theHindusocietywillhavetobecomecapable.
Bharat ke vibhajan ki peeda ka
samadhan,vibhajankonirastkarne
mein hi hai (the solution to the
painofPartitionisinundoingit),”
theRSSquotedBhagwatassaying
at a book launch event in Noida.
The book, ‘Vibhajan Kalin
Bharat ke Sakshi’ (The Witnesses
of Partition-era India), has been
written by Krishnanand Sagar.
“The RSS chief also said this is
India of 2021 and not of 1947.
Partition has happened once, it
won't happen again. Those who

RSS chief
Mohan
Bhagwat
think that way will face partition
themselves,” the RSS statement
said.Bhagwatsaidallshouldread
history and accept its truth, according to the statement.
“Indian ideology is about takingeveryonealong.Itisnotabout
claiming to be right and proving
otherswrong,”hesaid.“Contrary
to this, the thought process of
Islamicextremistsistoproveothers wrong and claim themselves
toberight.Thiswasthemainreason for struggle in the past.”
Theprogrammewaspresided
overbyretiredjudgeofAllahabad
High Court Shambhu Nath
Srivastav. The RSS statement said
he discussed the genocide of the
Hindus till date.

for 2020-21, a marginal improvementfrom24.1%in2015-16.
On the metric of women havingbankaccountsthattheythemselves use, there’s been a pronounced surge, with MP,
Jharkhand, Odisha, Puducherry,
andPunjabtoppingthelist.InMP,
the percentage of women having
abankaccountincreasedto74.7%
in2020-21from37.3%in2015-16,
whileinJharkhanditincreasedto
79.6% from 45.1% in 2013-16, the
surveyshowed.
Bankers and researchers attribute the jump in bank account
usetotheroleoftheaccountopeningdrivecarriedoutunderPMJan
Dhan Yojana over the last seven
years,whichenabledwomenand
households to come within the
bankingfold.“Thesignificantjump
in women having a bank account
(morethan80%)...isareflectionof
the growing women empowerment and thereby a say in the
household’s financial decisionmaking. Interestingly, more than
halfoftheJanDhanaccountshave
beenopenedbywomenandeven
more than half of the workers on
the recently launched E-Shram
portal are women,” said Soumya
Kanti Ghosh, Group Chief
EconomicAdviser,SBI.

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS

PUNE, NOVEMBER 25
NEARLY47.4percentdeliveriesat
private health institutions in the
country were through the
Caesarean section, according to
data from the fifth round of
National Family Health Survey
(NFHS-5), up from 40.9 per cent
in the last survey (2015-16).
Overall,therehasbeenafourpointriseinthenumberofC-sections in the last five years in the
country. Against 17.2% C-section
births(NFHS-4),thefifthroundof
NFHS pegs the figure at 21.5%.
The rise in C-section births
is not just limited to private
healthcare facilities but shows
a 3% rise in public health facilities as well. Across public
health facilities, the percentage
of C-section births is 14.3,
against 11.9% in the last survey.
According to NFHS-5, overall
percentageof C-sectionbirthsin
the last five years has shown a
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ABHISHEK ANGAD

WhatWHO
● recommends

THE WORLD Health
Organization recommends that Caesarean deliveries should not exceed
10-15 per cent of all deliveries in any country.
rise in Haryana (11.7% to 19.5%),
Jharkhand, (9.9% to 12.8%)
Madhya Pradesh (8.6% to 12.1%)
and Odisha (13.8% to 21.6%),
Punjab (24.6% to 38.5%), Tamil
Nadu (34.1% to 44.9%), Uttar
Pradesh (9.4% to 13.7%),
Uttarakhand (13.1% to 20.4%),
Kerala (35.8% to 38.9%),
Maharashtra (20.1% to 25.4%),
Goa (31.4% to 39.5%), Gujarat
(18.4% to 21%).
Delhi has shown a slight dip
from 26.7% to 23.6% in C-section
births;asdoesMizoram(12.7%to
10.8%)andNagaland(5.8%to5.2%).

Assam, Mizoram CMs meet to
discuss inter-state border row
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

ASSAM AND Mizoram on
Thursday decided to “try to increase” the fencing along their
inter-stateborder,whichsawviolence that claimed the lives of
five Assam Police personnel and
a civilian last July.
Mizoram Chief Minister
Zoramthangadescribedhisabout
two-hour-long meeting with
Assam counterpart Himanta
Biswa Sarma as “cordial”.
The two chief ministers met
to resolve their boundary disputes apparently following an
intervention of the Union Home
Ministry, officials said. Assam
and Mizoram share a 164-kmlong border.
“We had a very good meeting. We are like brothers.
Tomorrow we will meet the
Union Home Minister (Amit
Shah)together.Wewilltryto increase our fencing all along the
border,” Zoramthanga told reporters after the meeting.
However, Sarma said they
did not discuss anything except
enjoying the dinner together.
“Weenjoyedthedinnertogether
since we are good friends. We
will meet the home minister tomorrow. Nothing discussed today,” Sarma said.
Zoramthanga also said he
was looking forward to many
moreof such“progressivemeetings”. “Thank youforyourwarm
hospitable reception Shri @himantabiswajiandShri@ATULBORA2 ji. Cordial discussions on
various developmental topic for

RANCHI, NOVEMBER 25
THE JHARKHAND Police AntiTerrorist Squad (ATS) said on
Thursday that a serving BSF head
constable and a retired BSF personnel were among five persons
arrested for allegedly supplying
arms and ammunitions to
CPI(Maoist)cadresand"organised
terror gangs" across the country.
This comes less than a fortnight after the ATS arrested a
CRPFpersonnelandthreeothers
forallegedlysupplyingarmsand
ammunition to banned ultra
outfits and others.
Identifying the BSF head constableasKartikBehra,aresidentof
Jharkhand,policeclaimedtohave
recovered"pilfered"ammunition,
magazines and detonators from
theBSF's116Battalioncompound
in Ferozepur, Punjab, where he
was posted. The retired BSF personnel, Arun Kumar Singh, a residentofBihar,wasalsopostedwith
116Battalionearlier,policesaid.
The three others who have
been arrested -- Kumar Gurlal,
Shivlal Dhawal Singh Chauhan
and Hirla Guman Singh -- are
from Madhya Pradesh.
"We have been conducting

How legal developments
led up to Param Bir’s
reappearance in Mumbai
OMKAR GOKHALE

MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 25

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma and Mizoram CM
Zoramthanga meet in New Delhi. PTI
the welfare of Northeast India
was discussed. Looking forward
tomanymoreprogressivemeeting,”Zoramthangatweetedwith
the hashtag #peace.
He also tagged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
in his tweet.AtulBoraisAssam’s
border affairs minister.
According to an official, the
Centre wants a peaceful resolution of the border dispute between Assam and Mizoram and
theHomeMinisterisbelievedto

be in regular touch with the two
chief ministers.
On July 26, five Assam Police
personnel and a civilian were
killedandover50others,including a superintendent of police,
wereinjuredwhentheMizoram
Police opened fire on a team of
the Assam officials following
clashesalongthetwostates’border.Followingtheviolence,both
Assam and Mizoram Police registered separate cases naming
eachother’spoliticalleadersand
police and civil officials.

FORMER MUMBAI Police
Commissioner Param Bir Singh’s
suddenreappearanceinMumbai
after being untraceable for more
than six months came after a seriesofdevelopmentsinvariousjudicial forums.
The IPS officer, shunted out of
the post of Mumbai Commissioner in March after he alleged
in a letter to Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray that the then
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh
hadaskedpoliceofficerstoextort
money for him from bars and
restaurants,wentundergroundas
cases started being filed against
himinMumbaiandotherpartsof
the state, and the Mumbai police
initiated inquiries against him.
On November 17, a magistrate’s court here allowed an application filed by Mumbai Police
for declaring Param Bir, Riyaz
BhatiandVinaySinghasabsconding accused in an extortion case
aftertheCrimeBranchsubmitted
that the three could not be found
at any of their known addresses.
Following this, notices were
pastedoutsideSingh’sknownaddresses and printed in newspapers, directing him to appear beforetheinvestigatingofficerwithin
30 days, failing which the police

KIRAN PARASHAR

BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 25
HE IS a former scrap dealer who
claims his luck changed after
finding gold in the Kolar fields.
Now, Yusuf Sharif is the wealthiest candidate in the forthcoming Council elections in
Karnataka — and in the state’s
electoral history — declaring assetswortharoundRs1,744crore.
Sharif, also known as Scrap
Babu and Gujuri Babu, is the
Congress MLC candidate for
Bengaluru Urban. The assets declared by the 54-year-old realtor
far outstrip those of the other
121 candidates for the 25 seats
heading to the polls.
Thedeclarationalsoputshim

could initiate the process for attachmentof Singh’sproperties.
On November 22, Supreme
Court granted Singh protection
from arrest until December 6. It
askedthestatetorespondonDecember6,thenextdateof hearing.
Singhhadgonetothecourtin
appeal against a decision of
Bombay High Court, which had
dismissedhispleafordismissalof
two “preliminary enquiries”
against him by Mumbai police,
and asked him to approach the
Central Administrative Tribunal.
There was no scope for arrest
inthesepreliminaryenquiries.But
Singh’s counsel had also sought
protectionforhisclientfrom“any
further coercive steps apprehended in retaliation for laying
bare the corrupt malpractices of
Deshmukh”. He said cases had
been filed against Singh on complaintsby“extortionists”,bookies
andothers.Mumbaipolicesaidit
wouldabidebytheorderandapprisethecourtofthecasesagainst
Singh in its reply on December 6.
On November 23, Singh appeared to be pedalling back from
hisallegationsof corruptionagainst Deshmukh. His lawyer told a
government-appointedcommissionofJustice(retd)KUChandiwal
— inquiringintotheallegations—
thattheywerebasedoninformation other officers provided him
andhencewas“hearsay”.

ZAKIA JAFRI PLEA ON GODHRA RIOTS

Absurd to say train burning orchestrated by Hindu groups: SIT to SC
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

THE SUPREME Court-appointed
Special Investigation Team (SIT),
which inquired into the 2002
post-Godhra riots in Gujarat, on
Thursdaytermedas“absurd”the
contention that burning of coach
S-6ofSabarmatiExpresstrainthat
ledtotheriotswas“orchestrated”
by Hindutva groups.
“The allegation is (that) even

before the incident, there were
armspile-upbeforeFebruary27.It
boggles my mind. Say I am a radical Hindu member of VHP and I
amkeeping arms on February 25
without knowing the date of the
trainburningincident,thatmakes
nosense...”senioradvocateMukul
Rohatgi,appearingfortheSIT,told
a bench headed by Justice A M
Khanwilkar.
“Or you are saying this train
burning was also orchestrated?
That can’t be (true), because the

Zakia Jafri
train was delayed by five hours
and was only going to stop for
two minutes,” he submitted.
“Theycouldnothaveknown...It’s
absurd...”
“Either they knew the train
will be five hours late and the
othersidewillattackandtheywill
have the material to attack

back...It’s wild,” he said.
Thecourtishearinganappeal
by Zakia Jafri, wife of former
CongressMPAhsanJafriwhowas
killed in the riots, challenging an
appealchallengingtheOctober5,
2017GujaratHighCourtorderupholding the Ahmedabad
Metropolitan Magistrate Court’s
decisiontoaccepttheSIT’sclosure
report, which gave a clean chit to
then Gujarat CM Narendra Modi
and 63 others in riots-related
cases. Rohatgi said Jafri had first

In Karnataka MLC polls, scrap dealer-turned-realtor
is wealthiest candidate with assets worth Rs 1,744 cr
ahead of the likes of Priya
Krishna, a former Congress MLA
from Bengaluru who declared
assets worth Rs 1,020 crore
ahead of the 2018 Assembly
polls, former Congress MLA and
current BJP MLC N Nagaraj who
declared Rs 1,010 crore, and
Karnataka Congress chief D K
Shivakumar who declared Rs
841.72 crore in 2018.
Hailing from the Kolar gold
fields(KGF)region,hestudiedtill
classfiveinagovernmentschool.
Sharif, who has two wives and
five children, declared movable
assetsworthRs97.98croremovable and immovable assets
worth Rs 1,643.59 crore in his
own name.
His first wife has Rs 98.96
lakh of movable and Rs 1.30

raids to ascertain the nexus of
supply chains, inter-state gangs'
channels,transactionsinPunjab,
Rajasthan, West Bengal,
Maharashtra and Bihar among
others areas. A big network has
come to the fore, which supplies
arms and ammunition such as
INSAS, AK-47 and 9 mm rifles to
terrorist organisations," said
JharkhandIG(Operations)Amol
Venukant Homkar.
ATS SP Prashant Anand said
the seizures included 14 semiautomatic pistols. "The arms are
mostly countrymade, but most
of the ammunition is pilfered
from security forces... We are investigating the role of other BSF
personnel," he said.
Asked if investigations had
revealed inter-forces coordination, Homkar said it was still a
matter of investigation.
Police sources said they were
also probing if documents had
been fudged in order to pilfer
the ammunition. “We are looking for false documentation of
firing of rounds during an operation... In addition, the supplies
have also come from the BSF
campuses in Jodhpur and
Jaisalmer... We suspect the involvement of more paramilitary
personnel," said a source.

THE REST OF
THE RICH LIST

Besides Sharif, these are
the richest candidates
in the MLC polls
Yechareddy Satish

BJP

Express

Realtor Yusuf Sharif (centre)
crore of immovable assets. The
second spouse has Rs 32.22 lakh
of movable assets. The rest is in
the name of his children. He has
liabilities of Rs 67.24 crore.
Sharif claims his fortunes

B Somashekar

CONGRESS

`137 cr
`116 cr

HM Ramesh Gowda

JD(S)

Appaji Gowda

JD(S)

BC Manju

BJP

`89 cr
`88 cr
`70 cr

turned in the early 2000s after
he won a bid for 21 mill tanks in
KGF. In a recent interview, Sharif
said he participated in the in
2001 auction after pooling
around Rs 7 lakh.
The rest of the story, at least
in Sharif's telling, is this: He
found 13 kg of gold in the abandoned purifying tanks he had
bought. Using the newfound
wealth, he began buying property and factories through government and court auctions —
which have since accrued value
in Bengaluru’s real estate boom.
Critics, however, accuse him
of acquiring the gold through
muscle power. Sharif has denied
the allegations.
“Ihaveseenpovertyandhave
ledarichlifestyle.Ihadasuccess-

ful life as a businessman and it is
timetogivebacktosociety.Ihave
retired from business and would
be doing whatever I can for society,"ShariftoldTheIndianExpress.
Sharif made national headlinesinAugustwhenhisRs2.01crore (according to affidavit)
Rolls Royce car — which he
bought second hand from actor
AmitabhBachchan—wasseized
by RTO officials for road tax violation. The Income Tax departmentalsosearched his premises
over alleged tax evasion of Rs
13.43 crores.
Sharif faces four pending
criminal cases — three of which,
he claims, were based on allegations made during his time developing property for his real estate business.

New Delhi

filed her complaint in 2006. “By
the time she had gone to HC in
2007, petitioner no. 2 Teesta
Setalvad had joined. The HC said
she(Setalvad)hadnoroleandwas
not entitled to maintain any proceedings in this respect.”
HesaidSC’sdirectiontoSITto
“look into” Jafri’s complaint was
“clear and guarded”. The argumentsremainedinconclusiveand
will continue on December 1.
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No fight with
Health minister,
says Goa CM
Panaji:GoaChiefMinisterPramod
Sawant on Thursday dismissed
reports of differences between
him and state Health Minister
Vishwajit Rane.
Addressing party workers in
Rane’s Assembly constituency
Valpoi, Sawant said, “Some political parties repeatedly say there
are fights between me and
Vishwajit... It is they who say it;
there are no fights... ”
The alleged differences had
becomeconspicuousattheonset
of the second Covid-19 wave in
April. Thetwohadmadeconflictingstatementsregardingstepsto
be taken. In May, Rane had also
saidthatthereneedstobeaHigh
Court-monitoredinquiryintothe
dip in oxygen supply to Covid-19
patients in Goa Medical College
and Hospital.
ENS
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GOLD

RUPEE

`46,625

`74.52

OIL

SILVER

$82.23

`61,763

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market, gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Crude oil (Indian basket) as of November 24

SENSEX: 58,795.09 ▲ 454.10 (0.78%) NIFTY: 17,536.25 ▲ 121.20 (0.70%) NIKKEI: 29,499.28 ▲ 196.62 HANG SENG: 24,740.16 ▲ 54.66 FTSE: 7,296.40 ▲ 10.08 DAX: 15,907.72 ▲ 29.33
International market data till 1900 IST

‘NEEDRETHINKOFINTERNETGOVERNANCESTRUCTURE’

Vaishnaw:Must
defineresponsibility
foronlinecontent
Focus
on key
issues

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER25

INDIA MUST “clearly define” the
responsibility for the content being put out on social media platformsasthereisan“implicittrust”
ofthewordoninternet,ITMinister
AshwiniVaishnawsaid.
“There is implicit in the written word. If we read something,
westartbelievingit.Whoisgoing
totakeresponsibilityforthatcontent?Itisveryimportantbecause
the young minds would be very
easily tempted to believe what is
the written word. Whether that
content is on a social media platform or on a website, it should be
clearlydefinedsothatitbecomes
partofthesocietyasanacceptable
form,”theMinistersaid.
Speakingattheinauguralceremony of the first India Internet
Governance Forum (IIGF 2021),
Vaishnawsaidthata“fundamentalrethinkoftheentiregovernance
structureofinternet”wasneeded.
“...the way content is consumed,thewaytheinternetisaccessed.Thelanguagesinwhichthe
internetisaccessed,themachines,
themodesinwhichtheinternetis
accessed,everythinghaschanged.

THEITMinister’sstatementbringsintofocuskey
issuesaroundtheinternet
—beitsaccess,openness
orsafety.Theaccountabilityof largeplayersonthe
internettotheirconsumers,ortheemerging
threatof onlineuserharm
andcriminalityareallissuesthathavetobedebatedanddiscussed.
So, with these fundamental
changes, we certainly need a fundamentalrethinkoftheentiregovernancestructureoftheinternet,”
Vaishnawsaid.
Laying emphasis on understanding the social impact of disruptions in business models due
to the advent of e-commerce, the
minister said that though it has
many benefits, but it also has certain things which need to be mitigated.“Thewaye-commercehas
disrupted the entire business
world, the way so many other in-

COVID WATCH
VACCINATION

For 66.7 cr jabs,
ADB greenlights
$1.5-billion loan
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER25

THE ASIAN Development
Bank (ADB) on Thursday approved a $1.5 billion loan to
India to help the government
purchase vaccines against
Covid-19.
The
Asian
Infrastructure Investment
Bankisexpectedtoco-finance
an additional $500 million for
theproject.TheloanfromADB
will fund at least 66.7 crore
Covid-19 vaccine doses for an
estimated31.7crorepeople.
“It will support India’s
National Deployment and
Vaccination Plan which aims
tofullyvaccinate944.7million
people aged 18 years old and
above,accountingfor68.9%of
thepopulation.Prioritygroups
include health care and frontline workers, senior citizens,
and those aged 45–59 years
withcomorbidities,”ADBsaid
in a statement. “(the) support
willhelpthegovernmentprotect its citizens from further
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Kantonlogistics

New Delhi: The country
needs to cut logistics and
power costs to become a
major manufacturing-exporting nation and become
part of the global value
chain, NITI Aayog CEO
Amitabh
Kant
said
Thursday. “... It’s very, very
criticalthatthecostofpower
and cost of logistics that is
transportation is rapidly
broughtdown,”Kantsaidat
avirtualeventco-organised
by CUTS International and
InstituteforStudiesinIndustrial Development. ENS

ESICscheme

NewDelhi:Around13.37lakh
new members joined ESICrunschemeinSeptember.

BMWEVs

New Delhi: BMW said it
will launch 3 electric vehicles in next 6 months. PTI

Vaccine camp, New Delhi.
The AIIB is expected to
co-finance an additional
$500 million. File
transmission of this disease
andsavelives,”saidADBpresidentMasatsuguAsakawa.
Vaccines are critical in
overcoming the intertwined
health, social, and economic
impacts of the pandemic, including rejuvenating economic activities, sustaining
health services, restoration of
livelihoods, and reopening of
educationalinstitutions,with
renewed focus on social and
human development priorities, Asakawa said.

dustriesaregettingdisrupted,that
has a social impact, a social cost...
Ithasmanybenefits,butitalsohas
certain things which need to be
mitigated. So, that is again something we as a society will have to
think about, because that leaves
out so many people, who are less
able to cope with the changes...
how do we bring those persons
intothemainstream,”hesaid.
Vaishnaw also said that since
all systems today were driven by
digital technology and internet
was the fundamental medium
through which all this happened,
it was important to build fundamentalstructureswithinthegovernance system itself so that cybersecurity became a “central
part”of development.
Speaking following the inauguration, Minister of State for
Electronics and Information
TechnologyRajeevChandrasekhar
said that global future of internet
must be India led with the internetecosystemandinnovationcapabilitiesthatthecountryhad.
“Itisextremelyimportantthat
we,asanation,carefullyshapethe
future of internet, carefully shape
policiesandregulation,rightsand
responsibilities around the internetgoingforward,”hesaid.

PRANAVMUKUL

NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER25
INLESSTHANtwoyears,therehas
been a discernible shift in the
Centre’s stance on cryptocurrencies — to potentially define these
virtual currencies as financial assets and to stop short of a full ban
on their circulation — based
mostlyontwospecifictriggers:the
Supreme Court order of March
2020 that reversed the Reserve
Bank of India’s move to cut the
money supply to crypto exchanges, and the exponential increase in investment flows into
cryptoassetspostthejudgment.
The change in the government’s stand is evident from the
title and scope of the new legislation — The Cryptocurrency and
Regulation of Official Digital
CurrencyBill,2021—whichisdistinctly different from the earlier –
Banning of Cryptocurrency and
Regulation of Official Digital
CurrencyBill,2019recommended
acoupleof yearsbackbyaninterministerialcommitteecomprising
representatives from the Finance
Ministry’s Department of
Economics Affairs, Information
Technologyministry,SEBIandthe
RBI, but ultimately ended up not
being introduced by the governmentinParliament.
While the older Bill sought to
impose a complete ban on all
crypto-relatedactivitiesincluding
mining, buying, holding, selling,
and dealing, the new one, in contrast,willlooktomakeacleardis-

FM pushes for
faster cargo
release, refunds
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER25

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday urged
the Customs department for
strongeradministrationandcoordination of functions to achieve
‘zero daily assessment pendency’
andfasterreleaseof cargo.
Sitharaman who undertook a
day-long review of the Customs
activitiesatNhavaShevainRaigad
district of Maharashtra, off the
Mumbai coast, also laid thrust on
consistentprocessingofexportincentive schemes like RoDTEP
(Remission of Duties & Taxes on
Export Products) and RoSCTL

(Rebate of State & Central Taxes
andLevies)andtimelydisposalof
refundsanddrawbackpayable.
The FM was accompanied by
RevenueSecretaryTarunBajajand
CBICChairmanMAjithKumaron
theday-longvisittoNhavaSheva.
TheMinisteralsoaskedtheofficerstospeedupdisposalofhazardous goods and desired that
quasi-judicial process, if any, be
carriedoutinamannertoachieve
disposal within three months of
imports.
To further boost trade facilitation,SitharamaninitiatedthesettingupofaCustomsExamination
Facilityforon-wheelfactorysealed
export containers at JNPT’s
CentralizedParkingPlazaitself.

tinction when it comes to its oft
used categorisation as a currency
— with the definitional clarity expected to have a clear bearing on
theregulatoryaspect.Innottreating these financial assets as currencies, indications are that the
Centre is aiming to address some
ofthemacroeconomicrisksposed
bycryptocurrenciesthatwererepeatedly flagged by the central
bank in recent weeks, both verballyandinwriting.
On Tuesday, the government
announceditwouldintroducethe
new Bill in Parliament during the
upcoming winter session. It said
theBillhasbeenlistedtobetaken
upforintroduction,consideration
andpassingduringthesessionfor
thepurposeof creating“afacilitativeframeworkforcreationof the
officialdigitalcurrencytobeissued
bytheReserveBankofIndia”.“The
Billalsoseekstoprohibitallprivate
cryptocurrencies in India, however, it allows for certain exceptions to promote the underlying
technologyofcryptocurrencyand
itsuses,”itadded.
However, multiple developmentsoccurredintherunuptothe
announcement are likely to have
shapedtheCentre’sstance.During
the last one month, the debate on
cryptocurrenciesgainedmomentumwithaPrimeMinister-chaired
meeting on November 13 having
arrived at a consensus that future
steps by the government in the
fieldofcryptocurrencywillbe“progressiveandforward-looking”,following which, on November 15,
the Parliamentary Standing

THE DISTINCTION

Reuters file

■WhiletheolderBill
soughttoimposeaban
onallcrypto-related
activities,thenewone
willlooktomakeaclear
distinctionwhenitcomes
toitsoftusedcategorisationasacurrency
Committee on Finance met key
stakeholders of cryptocurrency
spaceinIndia.LastThursday,Prime
MinisterNarendraModi,speaking
at the Sydney Dialogue, identified
cryptocurrenciesasoneofthekey
areas where democracies should
worktogether.
Theprogressioninthegovernment taking up the cryptocurrency debate came after the central bank formally raised its
concerns with the virtual currencieswiththehighestlevelsinNew
Delhi. Its concerns included the
variousadvertisementsthatwere
being run by crypto trading platforms, and implications of allowing cryptocurrencies on aspects
such as money laundering, terror
financing,andevenpotentiallyunderminingRBI’smonetarypolicy.
Thisfreshstanceisinstarkcontrast to that taken back in 2019
through the Bill that proposed to

prohibit mining, holding, selling,
trade, issuance, disposal or use of
cryptocurrency in the country.
That Bill had also proposed that
mining, holding, selling, issuing,
transferring or use of cryptocurrency be made punishable with a
fine or imprisonment of up to 10
years, or both. This bill was based
onareportsubmittedbyaninterministerialcommitteeheadedby
the Department of Economic
Affairsin2019,whichhadrecommendedthatallprivatecryptocurrencies,exceptanycryptocurrency
issued by the State, be banned in
India.ThecommitteehadalsoendorsedthestandtakenbytheRBI
in2018to“eliminatetheinterface
ofinstitutionsregulatedbytheRBI
from cryptocurrencies” and
seemedtobuildonit.InApril2018,
theRBI,throughacircular,prohibited all banks from dealing with
virtual currencies effectively, cuttingoff themoneysupplyof platforms facilitating access to these
digital assets. The circular was
challenged by the Internet and
Mobile Association of India (IAMAI)intheSupremeCourt,andin
March 2020, the apex court overturnedthebanpavingthewayfor
start-upstooperateexchangesand
tradingplatforms.
In the 180-page judgment issuedbyathree-judgebenchledby
Justice Rohinton F Nariman, the
court set aside the RBI circular on
grounds of “proportionality”. It
pointed out that the 2019 bill had
notbecomelaw,thepositionason
date was that virtual currencies
(VCs)werenotbanned.“…butthe

‘Amazon writes to FRL dirs,

Non-bank lenders and credit funds can invest up to
$89 billion in performing private credit delivering returns
of over 12 %, in next five years, an EY report said

Stressed asset investment
opportunities over next 5 years,
emanating from existing stock
of unresolved NPAs, fresh
credit defaults, and special
situation opportunities can be
worth $25 billion
India offers a large structural
opportunity. Post a spate of bad
loans, among other reasons,

there is a void for private credit
providers to capture
Source: EY/PTI

to independent directors of
Future Retail Ltd (FRL) alleging
“significant financial irregularities”, and said this warrants a
“thorough and independent examination” of relevant facts and
related party transactions between FRL and other Future

e-Procurement Tender Notice (Paper Notification)
SOUTHERN
POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF
TELANGANA LTD.

TSSPDCL intends to float tenders for procurement of (a) 11 KV 400A (Conv.) Double Break AB Switches (b)
15 Mtrs Spun Poles (c) Portable Relay Testing Kits (d) 33 KV 1Ph PTs, 10 VA Burden 0.2 class on
e-procurement platform and (e) Auction of scrap materials on e-auction platform.
For
further
details
of
each
item
above,
please
visit
www.tssouthernpower.com,
www.tender.telangana.gov.in, www.auction.telangana.gov.in.

Phone: 040-23431319, 1035, 1033, 1026, 1360
R.O. No.:18143-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2021-22 Date: 25-11-2021

E-Notice Inviting Bid No. 79 to 82/2021-22

Bids for works under JJM are invited from interested bidders upto 13-12-2021, 18:00 Hours. Other
particulars of the bid may be visited on the http://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and departmental website details mentioned below.
NIT.No.

81/2021-22

(A Government of India Enterprise)

‘Plan to give Mumbai
High field to pvt sector
weakening of ONGC’
Power units: Panel
for stable gas price
NewDelhi: Thegovernment
has set up a committee to
work out steps needed to
makenaturalgasavailableto
powerplantsat“reasonably
stable prices”, Oil Secretary
Tarun Kapoor said. PTI

trated)strategytocrippleONGCas
the mascot of India’s self-reliance
in the field of hydrocarbons. “Is it
apartofalargerplantodivestpublicequityinONGC,ashasbeenthe
case with many strategic PSUs of
late?Thegovernment’srealintentions, in this case, raise serious
public concern,” he wrote on
November23. PTI

Sd/(U. BALA SWAMY)
CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&MM)

Office of The Additional Chief Engineer,
PHED, Region-Kota

NMDC Limited

‘RIL, Aramco
nix deal amid
valuation
differences’

the letter reviewed by PTI.
A Future Group spokesperson said Amazon is not a shareholder or Future Retail Ltd creditor and has no locus to address
the letter.
Amazondidnotcommenton
the issue. PTI

SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION
COMPANY OF TELANGANA LTD.

80/21-22

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and other officials at
Nhava Sheva, Raigad district, Maharashtra. via @cbic_india Twitter

tradinginVCsandthefunctioning
of VCexchangesaresenttocomatose by the impugned Circular by
disconnectingtheirlifelinenamely,
theinterfacewiththeregularbanking sector,” it said. “What is worse
isthatthishasbeendone(i)despite
RBI not finding anything wrong
about the way in which these exchanges function and (ii) despite
thefactthatVCsarenotbanned”.
In the aftermath of the
Supreme Court order, cryptocurrencyexchangesandtradingplatforms started mushrooming
across the country. This was despiteseverallargebanksandfinancialtechnologyplayersnotallowingtheuseoftheirinfrastructureto
such platforms. Currently, cryptocurrencyexchangesinIndiaoperate with the support of a handful of banks and one major
e-wallet issuer. In 2021 alone,
cryptocurrency exchanges and
tradingplatformshaveraisedclose
to half a billion dollars from marquee venture capital and private
equity investment firms, with
number of investors of the half a
decadeoldIndiancryptoindustry
having grown to 15 million, by
conservativeestimates,around60
per cent of the investor numbers
in the mutual funds industry,
whichisnearlysixdecadesold.
Notably,evenasboththegovernment and the RBI were on the
same page with respect to the
functioning of cryptocurrency
platforms, they were in favour of
use of the underlying blockchain
technology.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

‘Pvt credit can be $89 billion
alleges financial irregularities’
opportunity in next 5 years’ New Delhi: Amazon has written Group entities, as per a copy of

79/21-22

EX-BUREAUCRAT E A S SARMA WRITES TO PM

NewDelhi:TheOilMinistry’sproposal to strip ONGC of its main oil
and gas producing fields of
MumbaiHighandBasseininwestern offshore is a “systematic
weakening” of state-owned firm,
formerbureaucratEASSarmahas
writtentothePrimeMinister.
In the letter to PM Narendra
Modi,formersecretarytothegovernment of India, said instead of
“weakening” ONGC, the government should adopt a conscious
strategy to strengthen its ability
and should be given sufficient
functional autonomy instead of
forcing it to buy debt-laden firms
or pay high dividends. “The latest
decisionofthegovernmenttoask
ONGCtohiveoffthemajoritystake
in the Mumbai High/Bassein/Satellite Fields seems to be a part
of an ill-advised (well-orches-

Cryptocurrency: How the needle
moved from ban to regulation

NMDC Iron & Steel Plant, Post - Nagarnar (Baster) C.G. Pin - 494001
Email : srinivasprata@nmdc.co.in; wskhiwrale@nmdc.co.in; rameshvatwani@nmdc.co.in;
gajendrasethiya@nmdc.co.in; CIN-L13100TG1958GOI001674; GSTIN: 22AAACN7325A3Z3

82/21-22

OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY
NMDC Iron & Steel Plant, Nagarnar, invites sealed tenders in two bid
system with last date & Time for submission of offers as 24-12-2021 by
02:30 PM for the following :
Name of Work : Design, Supplying, testing, commissioning and
Operation and maintenance of 100 KLD STP based on MBBR
Technology including RCC Civil building at Studio Type Apartment (Ph I)
in Village Dhanpunji, Jagdalpur Distt Bastar, C.G. - Reg. Tender No. &
Date : NISP/CONTRACTS/M&C/169/100 KLD STP/2021/254, Dated :
26-11-2021.
Tender documents can be obtained from office of the HOD (M&C), NMDC
Iron Steel Plant, Nagarnar or can be downloaded from websites
www.nmdc.co.in or www.eprocure.gov.in in tender section.
GM (Materials & Contracts)

Name of work

Estimated
Cost (Rs.
Lacs )

Work of Reorganisation & Retrofitting of PWS
Khatoli, tehsil peepalda to provided FHTC
including one year defect liability period of SVS
under JJM in the jurisdiction of PHED District Div.
Kota, Distt. Kota
UBN No. PHE 2122WSOB09675
Work of Reorganisation & Retrofitting of PWS
Genta, tehsil peepalda to provided FHTC
including one year defect liability period of SVS
under JJM in the jurisdiction of PHED District Div.
Kota, Distt. Kota
UBN No. PHE 2122WSOB09676
Work of Reorganisation & Retrofitting of PWS
Karwad, tehsil peepalda to provided FHTC
including one year defect liability period of SVS
under JJM in the jurisdiction of PHED District Div.
Kota, Distt. Kota
UBN No. PHE 2122WSOB09677
Work of Reorganisation & Retrofitting of PWS
Ayana, tehsil peepalda to provided FHTC
including one year defect liability period of SVS
under JJM in the jurisdiction of PHED District Div.
Kota, Distt. Kota
UBN No. PHE 2122WSOB09678

498.91

DIPR/C/11848/2021

REUTERS

NEWDELHI/DUBAI,NOV25
RELIANCEINDUSTRIESandSaudi
Aramco have called off a deal for
thestateoilgianttobuyastakein
the oil-to-chemicals business of
the Indian conglomerate due to
valuation concerns, sources with
knowledgeof themattersaid.
Talks broke down over how
much Reliance’s oil-to-chemicals
(O2C) business should be valued
as the world seeks to move away
fromfossilfuelsandreduceemissions, they said. Valuations of refining and petrochemical assets
have gone down especially after
the recent COP26 climate talks, a
secondsourcesaid.
Despite this, Reliance had
stuck to the $75 billion valuation
for the O2C business made in
2019, he said.

New Delhi

Date & time for
online
downloading/
submission of bid

303.42

257.86

From 23.11.2021
10.00 AM to
13.12.2021 up to
06.00 PM

343.60

Sd/(Mahesh Jangid)
Additional Chief Engineer, PHED, Region, Kota
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OFFICE OF THE EX. ENG. (E&M) HP-II
DELHI JAL BOARD; GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
HAIDERPUR WATER WORKS, DELHI-110085

Tel No. 011-27552446-47, Email ID: eeemhp2.djb@nic.in
“STOP CORONA; WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIWNE”

SHORT PRESS NIT No- 07 (2021-22)/EE(E&M)HP-II

Government of Maharashtra
S.
No.

Exempted
Date of release of
Last date/ time receipt
Earnest
Tender in e-procurement
of Tender through
Money (Rs.)
solution
e-procurement solution
1. Supply,
Installation,
Testing Item Rate
Rs.
03-Dec-2021
Tender Id: 2021_DJB_211598_1
commissioning etc, of IOT based
10,00,000/up to 03:00 PM
Publish Date 25-Nov-2021
central monitoring system for all SPSs.
06:00 PM onward

PUBLIC WORKS (South) DIVISION,
PUNE-411001

Phone No. 020/26121765 Web: mahapwd.go.in &
e-Mail: integratedpune.ee@mahapwd.com

e-Tender Notice No. 43 for 2021-2022
Sealed Online B-1/ C Tender format
Tender 4 are invited by The Executive Engineer,
Pubic Works (South) Division,
Pune-411001.
(Telephone No. 26121765) invites bids for given
works from Registered as well as Unregistered
contractor in B-1 & C Tender Format. As per
Maharashtra Government, Public Work Department
G.R. No. "CAT/2017/Pra.Kra.08/ Bldg-2, Dt.
27/09/2018 and Public Work Department
Mantralaya, Mumbai Circular No. "CAT/2017/
Pra.Kra-08/Bldg-2, Dt. 22/10/2018 & 19/01/2021.
Bids document can be downloaded from
website https://mahatenders.gov.in. Executive
Engineer reserves all rights to accept or reject bids
without assigning any reasons. Conditional bids will
not be accepted.
The detailed Tender Notice can be is available on1. Web: www.mahapwd.go.in (Only Tender Notice)
2. https://mahatenders.gov.in (Details of Tender
Notice)
(Any changes in the NIT will be Corrigendum's
published on above website).
Sd/- A. B. BHOSALE,
Executive Engineer
Public Works (South) Division,
(dgipr/2021-2022/2869)
Pune-411001

Estimate
Cost

NIT along with all term & condtions is available on DJB website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Sd/- (R.P. MEENA)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 660/2021-22
Executive Engineer (E&M) HP-II

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
O-1003

Name of work

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
7th CIRCLE PUBLIC WORK DEPARTMENT
GOPESHWAR

(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287
E-Mail/E-despatch

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
Bid Identification No. Online Tender/ 19-2021-22/BPR
Identification Name of work No. of
No
Works

Approx.
Class of
Period of
Estimated
Contractor Completion
Cost (In lakh)
Online
Road Works 02 No.
From Rs.
“B” Class,
04 (Four)
Tender/ 19under
248.71 lakhs “A” Class & Calendar
2021-22/ BPR PERIODICAL
to Rs. 349.12
“ Special
Month as
MAINTENANCE
Lakhs
Class as
provided
applicable

e-mail- sepwdgope@rediffmail.com
S.N. 6882/03 Bhawan-07/2021

National Competitive Bidding (e-Tendering)

Superintending Engineer, 7th Circle, Public Works Department, Gopeshwar on behalf of “Governor of Uttrakhand”
invites through e- tendering (Two Bid System) for the construction of following work. All detail information relating
to tender shall be available on http://www.uktenders.gov.in.form dated 14.12.2021.

Procurement Officer

Bid
Availability of tender
Identification
online for bidding
No
From
To
Chief Construction
Online Tender/ 29.11.2021 13.12.2021
Engineer, R.W. Circle,
19-2021at
upto
Berhampur
22/BPR
10.00 A.M. 3.00 P.M.
(i) No EMD is required as per O.M. No. 8943 Dt. 18.03.2021 of Finance
Departrment, Govt of Odisha. But Bid Security declaration should be
furnished by the bidders as mentioned in the DTCN.

S.
N.

Name of Work

1

Under Honorable Chief Minister
announcement
no
333/2020
Construction of 8 suite of guest
house and type 3 & type 1 in block
Gairsain of Karanprayag assembly
constituency of Chamoli district.

Amount of Bid
Security (Rs.
Lakhs)
18.00

Further details & Corrigendum if any can be seen from the website:www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer
R.W. Circle, Berhampur
OIPR-25071/11/0019/2122

¼mRrjk[k.M ljdkj dk midze½

S.
Name of works
N.
1. DEVELOPMENT OF SPORTS INFRASTRUCTURE

Estimated Cost

382.88
(Including G.S.T)
234.72
(Including G.S.T)

AT H.N.B. SPORTS STADIUM, ALMORA.

2. CONSTRUCTION OF BADMINTION HALL (M.P.H)

AT BHIMTAL, NAINITAL.

3. Name and Address of officer inviting the Bid:4. Date and Time of Availability of bid documents

Period of
Completion
12 months
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Distict
Program
Coordinator
(01,UR)

Essential Qualification
MBBS/BHMS/BAMS/BUMS/BDS;
Preferable- MBA or healthcare or Master of
Health/ Hospital Administration or Master
of Public health full time regular university
degree with at least 5 years experience

2

District
Information
System
Manager
(01,UR)

Required skills:
• Strong
analytical
and
management skills
• Ability to manage teams
• Strong strategic focus and
project management skills
• Excellent interpersonal and
communication skills.
• Ability to operate effectively
with people at all levels.
• Strong business focus
• Fluent in English language
Reauired Skills:
• Strong analytical skills
• Excellent interpersonal and
communication skills
• Excellent command of the
English language
• Experience of working in the
IT department of a large
organization
Required Skills
• Strong analytical skills
• Excellent interpersonal and
communication skills
• Excellent command of the
English and local language

1- Rs. 50,000 per month to the
candidates having qualification of
MBBS/ BHMS/ BAMS/ BUMS / BDS
having at least 5 years of experience.
2 Rs. 70,000 per month to the
candidates having qualification of
MBBS /BHMS / BAMS /BUMS/ BDS
With full time regular university
degree of- MBA in Healthcare or
Master
of
Health/
Hospital
Administration or Master of Public
Health and having at least 5 years of
experience.
Rs. 40,000 per month

12 months

General Manager (Garh), Construction
Wing, Uttarakhand Peyjal Nigam, 403/1
Indira Nagar,Dehradun

in the portal:-

5. Pre Bid Meeting
6. Last Date/Time for receipt of bids in the portal:-

26/11/2021 -17.00 Hrs.

30/11/2021 -15.00 Hrs.

10/12/2021 -17.00 Hrs.

Details of subsequent addendum/corrigendum/cancellation etc. may be obtained from
the website.
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal "https://uktenders.gov.in"

General Manager (Garhwal)

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ´f¹ffÊ½fSX¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, ³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, ¶fSmX»fe
BÊ-d³fd½fQf Af¸f³Âf¯f Àfc¨f³ff

´fÂffaI 187/E³f.AfBÊ.Me./´f¹ffÊ.Ad·f./2021-22

dQ³ffaI 25-11-2021

³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f, ¶fSm »fe õfSf Àf±fSf´fbS EÀf.O¶»fc.E¸f. ´»ffaM À±f»f ´fS ´fiÀfaÀI S¯f Àfa¹faÂf À±ff´f³f E½fa ´»ffaM IZ Àfa¨ff»f³f I f¹fÊ WZ °fb BÊd³fd½fQf Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°f SWe W` Ü BÀf Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ Procurement, Construction, Operations & Maintenance of
SWM Plant (500 TPD) at Sathrapur I f¹fÊ WZ °fb BÊ-d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf CØfS ´fiQZVf I e BÊ-´fi¢¹fûS¸fZ³M I e ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
http://etender.up.nic.in ½f ³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f I e ½fZ¶fÀffBM www.nagarnigambareilly.com ´fS QZJe ªff ÀfI °fe W` Ü
VffÀf³ffQZVf Àfa.-4848/³fü-5-2018-470Àff/2018 ³f¦fS d½fI fÀf A³fb·ff¦f-5 »fJ³fD dQ³ffaI 10 dQÀf¸¶fS, 2018 IZ Ii ¸f ¸fZÔ
d³fd½fQf Vfb»I +GST Afg³f»ffBÊ³f AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf. IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ E-TENDER BNN/NAGAR NIGAM BAREILLY IZ ³ff¸f ÀfZ ³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f I û¿f ¸fZÔ ³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f ¶fSm »fe IZ Jf°ff Àfa.-3647000100980707 AfBÊ.ER .EÀf.Àfe. I ûOPUNB0364700 ´faªff¶f ³fZVf³f»f ¶f`ÔI ¸fZÔ ªf¸ff dI ¹ff ªff³ff Ad³f½ff¹fÊ Wû¦ffÜ dªfÀfI e ÀI` ³f I f´fe MZ ¯OS A´f»fûO I S°fZ Àf¸f¹f
A´f»fûO I S³fe Wû¦feÜ ªf¸ff³f°f SfdVf ¶fe.ªfe./ ER .Oe.AfS. IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ QZ¹f Wû¦ff °f±ff ER .Oe.AfS. ³f¦fS Af¹fb¢°f ³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f
¶fSm »fe IZ ³ff¸f ¶f³²fI Wû¦fe, A³¹f Vf°fZË E½fa d½f½fS¯f d³f¸³f½f°fÐ C¢°f ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS QZJe ªff ÀfI °fe W` Ü BÊ-d³fd½fQfEa d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS
Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ô Ü
Critical dates and time
27/11/2021 (15.00 hrs)
1 upload/publishing of the NIT Document date & time
29/11/2021 (12.00 hrs)
2 BID starting date & time
08/12/2021 (12.00 hrs)
3 Pre BID meeting & Technical Presentation
15/12/2011 (15.00 hrs)
4 Bid Closing date & Time
16/12/2011 (12.00 hrs)
5 Technical Bid Opening date & time
after Technical Evaluation
6 Financial BID opening date & time
BÊ-d³fd½fQf d»faI E½fa BÊ-´fûMÊ »f http://etender.up.nic.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f W` Ü dI Àfe ´fdS½f°fÊ³f, ÀfaVfû²f³f ½f Ad°fdS¢°f Àfc¨f³ffAûÔ
IZ d»f¹fZ C¢°f ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS QZJe ªff ÀfI °fe W` Ü °f±ff Ad°fdS¢°f ªff³fI fSe WZ °fb ¸fû. 7055519614/ 7905-773377 E½fa sanjeev.pmnnit@gmail.com ´fS Àf¸´fIÊ I S ÀfI °fZ W`Ô Ü
WXÀ°ff./´f¹ffÊ½fSX¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, ¶fSmX»fe

3

•B Tech in Computer Sc./ IT/Math &
Computing/Data Science/MCA Minimum
of 5 years’ experience in implementing and
managing information systems.
Desirable:
• Experience in insurance industry IT
system maintenance would be an advantage
°Familiarity with insurance enrolment and
claims IT systems shall be an added
advantage
District MBA or Postgraduate Diploma in Business
Grievance Administration
or
Master
in
Manager Hospital/Health at least 5 years’ experience
(01,UR) in managing public relations/social
audits/monitoring of large public sector
programs (preferably health sector projects)
Or
similar
experience
in
marketing/customer service/grievances of a
large private sector/ PSU organization
preferably in insurance sector

Rs. 40,000 per month

d³f¹fbd¢°f IYe Vf°fZË:1- mijksDr inksa gsrq fu/kkZfj.k vkosnu i= tksfd tuin dh jktdh; osclkbZV sitapur.nic.in ij miyC/k gS ij gh vkosnu ekU; gksxk rFkk
iw.kZ :i ls lR; lwpukvksa ls Hkjk x;k gks ds lkFk vk;q i=] leLr “kSf{kd ;ksX;rk lEcU/kh vad i=] izek.k i= o jftLVsª”ku rFkk vuqHko
vkfn dh Lokizekf.kr Nk;kizfr;ka layXu djuk vfuok;Z gksxkA lyXudksa dks lgh izdkj ls fxurh dj fu/kkZfjr dkye esa lYkXudksa dh la[;k
vo”; Hkjh tk;sA
2- vkosnu i= ds fyQkQs ij dk;Zdze dk uke inuke vfuok;Z #i ls vafdr fd;k tk;sa mDr dk vadu u gksus ij vkosnu fujLr dj fn;k
tk;sxk ,oa lk{kkRdkj esa lfEefyr ugh fd;k tk;sxkA
3- vkosnu i= dk;kZy; eq[; fpfdRlk vf/kdkjh] lhrkiqj ds uke ij Hkstk tk;sxkA
4- viwZ.k vFkok fu/kkZfjr vgrkZ u j[kus okys vH;FkhZ dk vkosnu i= fujLRk dj fn;k tk;sxk rFkk lk{kkRdkj esa lfEefyr ugha fd;k tk;sxkA
5- mijksDr inksa ij dk;Z djus ds vuqHkoh vkosndksa dks fu;qfDr esa ojh;rk iznku dh tk;sxhA
6- vkosnu tek gksus dh vfUre frfFk@le;&05-12-2021 fu/kkZfjr gS tksfd dsoy iathd`r Mkd@LihM iksLV ds ek/;e ls izkIr gks tkus pkfg;s
fdlh Hkh izdkj ls foyEc ls izkIr gksus okys vkosnu Lohdkj ugh fd;s tk;sxsaA
7- izkIr vkosnu dk Ldzhfuax lfefr }kjk ijh{k.k fd;k tk;sxk rFkk ijh{k.k mijkUr lk{kkRdkj gsrq ;ksX; vH;fFkZ;ksa dh lwph fnukad 08-12-2021
dks tuin lhrkiqj dh jktdh; osclkbZV sitapur.nic.in ij viyksM dj nh tk;sxhA dsoy ;ksX; vH;fFkZ;ksa dks lk{kkRdkj esa Hkkx ysus dh
vuqefr iznku dh tk;sxhA
8- LØhfuax esa lk{kkRdkj gsrq vgZ ik;s x;s vkosndksa dk lk{kkRdkj fnukad &08-12-2021 dks dk;kZy; eq[; fpfdRLkk vf/kdkjh esa vxzsth o.kZekyk
ds dze vk;ksftr fd;s tk;sxsA vH;fFkZ;ksa dh la[;k vf/kd gksus ij fnukad& 09-12-2021 dks Hkh lk{kkRdkj laikfnr fd;k tk;sxkA
9- lafonk ij fu;qfDr vof/k foRRkh; o’kZ 2021&22¼31-03-2022½ rd vFkok jkT; ds vfxze funsZ”kksa ds vuqlkj gksxhA
10- mez U;wure 18 o’kZ vf/kdre 55 o’kZ ¼lsok fuo`RRk fpfdRldksa gsrq 65 o’kZ ls de½ rd ds LoLF; vH;FkhZ vgZ gksxsaA
11- fu/kkZfjr ekuns; ds vfrfjDr vU; dksbZ HkRrs vkfn ns; ugh gksxsaA
12- bl fu;qfDr ds vk/kkj ij jkT; ljdkj ds v/khu inksa ij fu;qfDr ikus dk dksbZ nkok ekU; u gksxkA
13- p;fur vH;fFkZ;ksa ij jkT; ljdkj ds deZpkfj;kas ij izHkkoh xouZesaV dUMDV :Yl ykxw gksxsaA
14- lk{kkRdkj gsrq vyx ls dksbZ cqykok i= ugh Hkstk tk;sxk] Vh0,0@Mh0,0 vuqeU; ugha gksxkA
15- fu;qfDr ls lEcfU/kr lHkh fof/kd fooknksa dk fuLrkj.k] LFkkuh; ftyk U;k;ky; T;wjhfMD”ku ds v/khu gksxsaA
16- mijksDr foKfIr esa fdlh Hkh izdkj dk la”kks/ku ,oa fujLr djusa dk vf/kdkj p;u lfefr ds ikl lqjf{kr jgsxkA
UPID NO-170201 DATE- 24/11/2021
www.upgov.nic.in

120
Days

Cost of
Tender
Document
5000 +
G.S.T

Completion
Period
(in months)
18 Month

Contractor’s
Category of
Registration
Registration in
Category A/A+ for
Building Work
Under State/ Govt.
of India/ any Govt.
undertaking

Sd/(Er. Mukesh Parmar)
Superintending Engineer
7th Circle, P.W.D., Gopeshwar

dk;kZy; ifj;kstuk izcU/kd] vLFkkbZ fuekZ.k bZdkbZ ¼[ksy½

gkml ua0 8] esu ysu] eksfgr uxj] th0,e0,l0 jksM& nsgjknwu ¼mRrjk[k.M½ E-mail:- pmofficekhel@gmail.com
Government of Uttarakhand “e” procurement Notice
Bid Identification no :- 4410 / fufonk ¼x<+½[ksy@238
Dated : 25.11.2021

Validity of
tender

Before opening of Bid upto 3.00 P.M., following documents must be submitted physically to this office along with
On-Line submission of the same:1. .F.D.R. of Earnest money which must be pledge in the name of Executive Engineer, CD, P.W.D., Gairsain.
2. Demand Draft of tender cost and GST Separately payable to Executive Engineer, CD. P.W.D. Gairsain.
3. Rs. 100.00 Non-judical Stamp paper duly signed and affixed Rs. 1.00 Revenue ticket for Bid Validity.
4. Required Category Registration Copy of contractor.
Note:
1. Eanest money must be of financial Year 2021-22.
2. Dispoal of tender will be done as per the provisions of Uttrakhand Government Latest Government Order.
3. The above tender is being invited in anticipation of approval.

(ii) Non-submission of the information/documents through online by the
bidder as per the items mentioned in the eligible criteria of the DTCN
will also liable for rejection of his tender.

mÙkjk[k.M is;ty lalk/ku fodkl ,oa fuekZ.k fuxe

Dated 24.11.2021
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New Delhi

Classifieds
PERSONAL
I,kawalpreet kaur,Wo-Ashwani
kumarH.no-T-63, Indira-colony
Narela Delhi-110040, changed
my name to kawal Preet Kaur.
0040593374-1
I,hitherto Known as PRAGYA
TEWARI,W/o Rishindra Mishra,
G201 Nilamber Bellissimo,
Nr.Navrachna Uni, Vasna
Bhayli-Road, Vadodra, Gujarat,
India, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as PRAGYA MISHRA.
0040593372-2
I,YASMIN/YASMIN HUSSAIN
W/O MOHAMED HUSSAIN
BANGLAPURA R/O FLATNO.5,
DELHI GOVERNMENT-FLATS,
SECTOR-11,ROHINI,DELHI110085.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO YASMEEN.
0040593378-1
I,Vinati Mishra, W/O,Kanhaiya
Chaubey, R/o-Flat-242,Tower1b,Golflinks Apartments, Nh24,Ghaziabad-201002, have
changed my name to Vinati
Chaubey, for all purposes.
0040593378-3
I,VIRENDRA SHARMA,S/o Panch
dev Sharma, Address-112A,
Gali.No-8, Lajwanti Garden
south-west delhi-110046.
Changed my name to
VIRENDER SHARMA.
0040593372-4
I,Tarun Madaan S/o Tulsi Dass
Madaan R/o-D-146,
Pushpanjali-Enclave
Pitampura,Delhi-110034,
changed my minor daughter’s
name Tanaya Madaan to
Tanaaya Madaan.
0040593378-7
I,Sudhir Kumar Chadha S/o-Yog
Raj Chadha R/o-AE-32, 1stFloor,Tagore Garden,Delhi-27,
have Changed my name to
Sudhir Chadha.
0040593372-9
I,Sudha Sharma,W/O Rajesh
Bhardwaj R/O.WZ-24/1,KH.No32,Ground-Floor, VillageKeshopur, Vikaspuri,West
Delhi-110018,Have Changed my
name to Sudha Bhardwaj.
0040593383-3
I,Shyam Sunder S/O Jai Narain
Goel R/O 126, Rajdhani Enclave
Pitampura,Delhi Changed
Name To Shyam Sunder Goel.
0040593378-4
I,Shiv Sharan S/o-Bheem Sain
Arora R/o-BG-7/128, GroundFloor,Paschim Vihar,New
Delhi,have changed my name
to Shiv Sharan Arora.
0040593374-3
I,Shashi Rawat,D/o-Meherban
Singh,born on 15Nov1971,R/o213-A, Pocket-F, GTB-Enclave,
Delhi-110093, declare that
Shashi,and Shashi Rawat,are
one, and same,person. shall
hereafter be known,as Shashi
Rawat.
0040593374-2
I,Shahrukh Shams,S/o-Mohd
Shamshad,R/o-F-39/28,
Shaheen Bagh, Jamia Nagar,
Abul-Fazal Enclave-II,New
Delhi-110025,inform that my
father’s name on my
educational documents has
wrongly mentioned as
Shamshad Alam instead of
Mohd Shamshad.
40593372-7
I,SURINDER SINGH PARMAR S/O
SWARN SINGH PARMAR,H.NO5473/74, STREET.NO-72, 3RDFLOOR, REGAR PURA,KAROLBAGH, NEW DELHI-110005,have
changed my name to
SURINDER SINGH, permanently.
0040593374-6
I,Ravi S/O Rakesh,R/O VPO
Bhaproda Jhajjar Haryana124501,have changed my name
to Ravi Kumar.
0040593372-3
I,Raju W/O-Jatin Aggarwal R/OHouse No-5075,Parkar
Residency, Near-Parkar
Mall,Sector-62,Kundli(55),
Sonipat Haryana-131028,Have
Changed,My Name To Radhika
Aggarwal,For All,Future
Purposes.
0040593372-8
I,Rajni Sharma alias Dhruvi
Sharma,D/o Pawan Sharma,
W/o Parikshit Sharma R/o.A45,Duggal-Colony, Khanpur,
New Delhi-110062,have
changed my name to Dhruvi
Sharma,for all purposes.
0040593374-7
I,RAMAN KUMAR NAGAR S/O OM
PRAKASH NAGAR,R/o 202, JM
Royal Park,Ramprastha
Green,Sector-9, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad(UP) have changed
my name to RAMAN NAGAR.
0040593378-8
I,RAJIV GUPTA,S/O RISHI
PRAKASH GUPTA,HOUSE.NO-F20, GROUND-FLOOR,SUNCITY,
SECTOR-54, GURGAON,
SECTOR-56,HARYANA-122011,
have changed my name to
RAJIV CHAND GUPTA.
0040593378-9
I,Phoolan Devi, wife of
Late(215778 Sergeant)Ved
Prakash Khurana resident of
WZ-1851(First-Floor),Multani
Mohalla,Rani Bagh, Shakur
Basti, Delhi-110034,have
changed my name from
Phoolan Devi to Phoola Rani for
future,reference.

I,Pankaj Adlakha, R/o.Flat.No.
CTB 003, Tower-B,Ground-Floor
Phase-5,DLF-Crest GolfCourse-Road Sector-52,
Gurgaon (Haryana)-122011,
have changed my Son name,
from Samar Adlakha to
Samarth Adlakha. 40593372-6

I, Ratan Lal Balmiki S/O Juman
Lal, R/O H.No.31, Gali No.1, New
Karhera Colony, Ghaziabad,
U.P. have changed my name
from Ratan Lal Balmiki to Ratan
Lal vide Affidavit dated
18.11.2021 before Notary
Ghaziabad.
0040593310-10

I,PHOOL WATI, W/O.HOSHIYAR
SINGH, ADD-FLAT.NO.C-26/A2,
STREET.NO-9 SADH-NAGAR
PALAM-COLONY, SOUTH WESTDELHI-110045,changed my
name to PHULWATI, for
all,future purposes

I, Ram Sharan Parasram S/o
Paras Ram R/o Flat No. 4Y, 1002
AWHO, Gurjinder Vihar Greater
Noida U.P. have changed my
name to Ram Sharan Verma for
all future purposes.

0040593383-1
I,NAMRATA W/O-SUNIL SONI R/o
1A/2,SECOND-FLOOR,
NIRANKARI COLONY, NEARSANT NIRANKARI BHAWAN,
DELHI-110009,have changed
my name to NAMRTA SONI.

0040593374-8
I,Meetu Goyal W/O Shyam
Sunder Goel R/O 126, Rajdhani
Enclave Pitampura, Delhi
Changed Name To Meetu Goel.

0040593378-5
I,MOHAMMED HUSSAIN
BANGLAPURA S/O PATTANI
SABJAN R/O FLATNO.5,DELHI
GOVERNMENT-FLATS,SECTOR11,ROHINI,DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
MOHAMED HUSSAIN
BANGLAPURA.
0040593378-2
I,Jaspal singh s/o-Gurdayal
Singh R/o.F-5/8 Malviya-Nagar
New-Delhi-110017,have
changed my name minor son
Prabhjyot Singh to Prabhjot
singh.
0040593372-5
I,Inderpreet Singh,S/o Baljeet
Singh,R/o B-226,First-Floor
Saraswati Vihar Pitampura
Delhi-110034,changed my
name to Inderpreet Singh
Juneja.
0040593378-6
I,HARJIT KAUR PARMAR W/O
SURINDER SINGH, H.NO5473/74, STREET. NO-72, 3RDFLOOR, REGAR-PURA,KAROLBAGH,NEW DELHI-110005, have
changed my name to HARJIT
KAUR, permanently.

0040593374-5
I,Gurchran Singh S/o Sh.Jagat
Singh,R/o G-2, Vishnu-Garden,
New-Delhi -110018,have
changed my name to
GURCHARAN SINGH.

0040593372-1
I,Dilip Gautam,S/o-Dil Bahadur,
R/o-H.No.D-701, Pratap-Vihar,
Part-2, Kirari Suleman Nagar,
Delhi-86,inform that mine,
name Dilip Singh, wrongly
written,in my License,instead
of Dilip Gautam
0040593374-9
I,Birham Dutt Tyagi,S/O
Rambhaj,R/O WZ-23D,
Keshopur- Village, Vikaspuri,
West Delhi-110018,Have
Changed my name to Braham
Dutt Tyagi.
0040593378-11
I,Babli D/o R.L.Singh W/oPAVITAR SINGH R/o-3B/10,
Block-3B,Ramesh Nagar,
N.Delhi-110015, have changed
my name to Remandeep Kaur.

0040593374-4
I,AREEB IMRAN,S/O AHMAD
FARHAN SHERWANI R/o-47,
PARK-END, VIKAS-MARG,
DELHI-110092,have changed
my name to AREEB IMRAN
SHERWANI.
0040593378-10
I, Yajat Gupta S/O Subodh
Kumar Gupta, R/o House No 205 , Sector 45 , Gurgaon ,
Haryana - 122003, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Yajatt
Gupta.
0070762728-1
I, Vishal Khanna s/o Subhash
Khanna, R/o H.No.1, Road
No.11, Punjabi Bagh Extension,
New Delhi-110026 have
changed my name to Vishhal
Khanna, for all purposes

0040593355-1
I, Tikam Chand S/O Sant Ram
Das, R/o 199, Narendra, Hirwani
Lane, Jatepur Uttri, Gorakhpur,
Uttar Padesh - 273015, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Om
Prakash Hirwani. 0070762733-1
I, Sushil Kumar S/O Birendra
Kumar,R/o Bela, Hazaribagh,
Jharkhand- 8254061- I have
changed the name of my minor
Son Ayaan Verma aged about 3
Years and He shall hereafter be
known as Adhiraj Verma.

0070762741-1
I, Siddhant S/O Chandra
Prakash Singh, R/o S 29/431 B 15, Mehta Nagar Colony,
Shivpur, Tarna, Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh - 221003, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Siddhant Singh
0070762735-1
I, Sangam Bharati S/O Vaishya
Siddheshwar Nath, R/o 3701,
DLF City 4, Gurgaon, Haryana122009, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Sangam Gupta.

0070762743-1
I, Rupesh Malhora s/o Late
Mohan Malhotra, R/o F-10B,
Moti Nagar, New Delhi-110015
have changed my name to
Rupesh Malhotra,
permanently.
0040593291-1

0040593372-10

I, Ravi S/O Om Prakash, R/O
Ward No. 24, H.No.1942,
Naipura, Loni Dehat,
Ghaziabad, U.P.have changed
my name from Ravi to Rabi
Kumar vide Affidavit dated
18.11.2021 before Notary Public
in Delhi due to mismatch in
various documents.

I, Yash Kandpal S/O Kishore
Kandpal, R/o H.No.- 202, Konark
Enclave, Galaxy Cinema,
Sector- 17E, Vasundhra,
Gaziabad, Uttar Pradesh201012. Declare that Name of
My Mother has been wrongly
written as Kiran Kandpal in my
10th class Marksheet . The
actual name of My Mother is
Kavita Kandpal, which may be
amended accordingly.

I, Rajendra Kumar alias
Rajender Kumar alias R.K.
Agarwal S/O Ramavtar
Agarwal, R/o Flat No- 404, Kisna
Grandeur, 3-3-77, Qutbiguga,
Behind Reliance Digital,
Kachiguda, Himayathnagar,
Hyderabad, Telangana - 500027,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Rajender Kumar Agarwal.

0070762744-1

0070762742-1

0040593310-8

0070762725-1
I, Rajeev Kumar Ram Sharan S/o
Ram Sharan Verma R/o Flat No.
4Y, 1002 AWHO, Gurjinder Vihar
Greater Noida U.P. have
changed my name to Rajeev
Verma for all future purposes.
0070762722-1
I, TARUN BAGHEL S/O RAJ
KUMAR BAGHEL R/o House
No.41, Paschimi Marg Vasant
Vihar New Delhi-110057 have
changed my name to TARUN
KUMAR.
0040593359-1
I, Rachna Singhla D/o Vijay
Jindal R/o House-29, Road-77,
West Punjabi Bagh, Delhi have
changed my name as Rachna
Singla permanently.
0040593364-1
I, ROTASH S/O Shri MAHENDER
born on 22 June 1978, R/O
1/6116, Ground Floor, Gali No.1,
Old 1334, Plot No.20, KH.No.372,
East Rohtash Nagar, Shahdara,
Delhi 110032, have Changed my
name to ROHTASH.
Permanently.
0040593331-1
I, Preeti Verma W/O Manoj
Kumar Verma, R/o 117/805, M
Block, Kakadeo Rawatpur
Gaon, Rawatpur, Kanpur
Nagar, U.P.-208019, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
Priyanka Verma. 0070762711-1
I, Pinkee Kumari D/O Brij
Bhushan Singh, R/o VillBagoian Post- Madansath,
Mansath, Saran, Bihar-841201 .
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Aarti Singh Vidhi.
70762737-1
I, PREM CHANDRA, S/O
KANHAIYA LAL R/O 204, PUSPA
APARTMENT, PHASE-2, VIKAS
NAGAR, SECTOR-2, NEAR
LEKHRAJ PANNA, VIKAS
NAGAR, SO LUCKNOW, UTTAR
PRADESH, 226022, has changed
my name PREM CHAND VAISH
to PREM CHANDRA for all
Future Purposes.
40593362-1
I, Manje Kamat, S/o Nandlal
Kamat, R/o Ward no.12, Lalganj,
Supaul, Bihar-852137, inform
that in ESIC IP No 2212732604,
my Name & DOB has wrongly
mentioned in ESIC. Maje Kamat
instead of Manje Kamat & DOB
1/3/1986 instead of 1/1/1982.
That i declare Manje Kamat &
Maje Kamat One & same
person.
0040593329-1
I, MOHD ASRAR S/O MOHD
ABBAS, R/O B-7/10, MIG FLATS,
SARAI KHALIL, SADAR BAZAR,
DELHI-110006, declares that I
will hereinafter be known by
my newly assumed name as
ASRAR AHMED for all purpose.
0040593353-1
I, Kuldeep S/O Om Prakash, R/O
Ward No. 24, H.No.1942,
Naipura, Loni Dehat,
Ghaziabad, U.P.have changed
my name from Kuldeep to
Kuldip Kumar vide Affidavit
dated 18.11.2021 before Notary
Public in Delhi due to mismatch
in various documents.
0040593310-9
I, Ishwar Singh S/o Surajbhan
R/o Kharak Gagar (14), Hadwa,
Jind, Safidon, Haryana-126113,
that name of my wife has been
wrongly written as Anita
Kumari in my Army Service
Record. The actual name of my
wife is Neeta Devi
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I Priya Garg R/o LCG 01 Pha
Court Green The Laburnum
Condominium Complex Sector
28 Gurgaon 122001 have
changed my minor childs name
aged 17 years from Taavish Jain
to Taavissh Jain 0070762709-1
I Mukesh Gandhi S/o Suresh
Chand R/o Village Ismailpur,
PO-Biharigarh, Chutmalpur,
Saharanpur, UP-247662, have
changed my name to Mukesh
Kamboj
0070762700-1
I HARENDRA KUMAR S/O LATE
DALGIR SINGH R/O VILL.Haldona Tugalpur Greater
Noida U.P., I have changed my
name HARINDER SINGH for all
purposes.
0070762712-1
I Guddu S/o Rohan singh R/o R58 b maharani enclave hastsal
uttam nagar west Delhi 110059
have changed my name to
Vinod Singh
0040593371-1
I Akhilesh Kumar S/O, Amarjeet
Singh Bhartiya R/o Flat No07,aiims,apartment, Sector
21d, Faridabad, Haryana121012. have changed my name
to Akhilesh Singh Bhartiya
0040593205-1

LOST & FOUND
I Rajnish Sharma S/o
Sh.J.C.Sharma R/o 96-C, Second
Floor, MIG, Jhang Co-op. G.H.S
Ltd., Plot No.40, Sector-13,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 have lost
my Original Allotment cum
Possession Letter of above
said flat. Finders may contact
at Mobile No. 9650774545.
0040593310-11
I,Sushil Kumar S/o Sh. Puran
Singh R/o A-1/454/A, Sector-6,
Rohini,Delhi-110085 has lost my
DDA Demand Letter no. 40912,
Posession letter vide DDA file
no 331[ 45 ]2004/TBHS- 04/ MD2004 with convince Deed of Flat
no.- 126, 1st Floor, Madipur,
Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi110063 finder contact-81789
19012
0040593378-12

MULTIPLE VACANCIES
Requires: Instructors
Electrician on contract basis,
W/S Cal & Sc., Employability
Skill (Part time basis)
Qualifications: NTC/Diploma/
Degree in appropriate trade.
Application with Bi-Data
should reach Principal CRPF
ITC RAF 103 Bn. Campus
Biharipur, Delhi-110090 within
10 days.
0040593328-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENTS RAJNI MITTAL W/O SH.
ASHOK MITTAL & ASHOK MITTAL
S/O LATE SH. CHIRANJI LAL MITTAL,
BOTH R/O H.NO.21, ROAD NO. 60,
SECOND FLOOR, WEST PUNJABI
BAGH, NEW DELHI-110026 HAVE
SEVERED ALL THEIR RELATIONS &
DISOWNED THEIR SON ANKIT
MITTAL & DAUGHTER IN LAW
SHIKHA GUPTA D/O V.K. GUPTA
FROM ALL THEIR MOVABLE/
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES DUE TO
THEIR
DISOBEDIENT,
QUARRELSOME, HOSTILE & CRUEL
BEHAVIOR. MY CLIENTS SHALL
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
ACTS OF ANKIT MITTAL & SHIKHA
GUPTA IN FUTURE IN ANY MANNER.
Sd/(ARUN KUMAR RATHI) ADVOCATE
ENRL. NO. D-953/1997(R)
Ch. No. 801, LAWYERS CHAMBERS
BLOCK, ROHINI COURT, DELHI

0070762703-1
I, Isha D/O Rohtash, R/o House
No - 200, Nasirpur Bangar (210),
Sonipat, Haryana - 131001. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Isha
Shota.
0070762732-1
I, Harsimar Singh S/o Narinder
Pal Singh R/o-C-7/214,Keshav
Puram Delhi-110035,have
changed my name to Harsimar
Singh Talwar, for all purposes
0040593343-1
I, DEEPIKA SAHI D/O RAVINDRA
SINGH RAWAT R/O FLAT NO1236 SECTOR-A POCKET-A
VASANT KUNJ NEW DELHI110070 have changed my name
to DEEPIKA RAWAT
0040593359-2
I, Baby Jyothi D/O Om Prakash,
R/O Ward No.24, H.No.1942,
Naipura, Loni Dehat,
Ghaziabad, U.P.have changed
my name from Baby Jyothi to
Jyothi vide Affidavit dated
18.11.2021 before Notary Public
in Delhi due to mismatch in
various documents.
0040593310-7
I, KM. KAJAL GUPTA, D/o
RAKESH GUPTA, R/O- E-4, Near
Durga Mandir, Rama Vihar,
North West Delhi-110081,
inform that KM. KAJAL GUPTA
and KAJAL GUPTA both are
same and one person.
0070762699-1
I,SUSHILA DEVI W/O.HARI
SHANKER SAH,ADD-274,ISTFLR,GALI.NO-4,SHANKARMARG MANDAWALI EAST
DELHI-110092.Changed my
name to RAMAWATI DEVI.
0040593383-2
I Sushma Rani Chaujar w/o
Umesh Kumar Chaujar, R/O
plot no. 12-A, Flat no. O-603,
Jaipuria Sunrise Greens,
Ahinsa Khand II, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad-201014 has
changed my name to Sushma
Chaujar for the future
correspondences.
0040593370-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sl/Exe A.S.
MADHU KUMAR
ONGC NAZIRA
26-11-1998

PUBLIC NOTICE

“i) Original registered sale
deed registered as document
No.2665, Additional Book
No.1, Volume No.8477, Page
No.72,
dated
3.5.2006
registered in the office of the
Sub Registrar, Gurugram in
favour of Shri Roshan Lal
(since deceased) with the
copy of the Register Intkal in
favour of Sumit, Amit and
Balbir Singh in respect of land
area measuring 1 Acre 4
Kanal 13 Marla, Rectangle
No.62, Killa 1/2 (2 K -10M), 2
(6K-15M),
situated
at
Badshahpur,
Gurugram,
Haryana; and
(ii) Original registered sale
deed registered as document
No.2663, Additional Book
NO.1, Volume No.8477 page
No.74,
dated
3.5.2006,
registered in the office Sub
Registrar, Gurugram in favour
of Shri Roshan Lal since
deceased) with copies of
Register Intkal in favour of
Shri Amit, Shri Sumit and Shri
Balbir Singh in respect of land
area measuring 1 Acre 2
Kanal 18 Marla in Rectangle
No.62, Killa 9/1 (4K-18M),
9/2/1 (2K-18M), situated at
Badshahpur,
Gurugram,
Haryana
is
equitably
mortgaged with the Bank
against the Bank Guarantee
facility made to M/ s.Tulip
Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd. of
Rs.49,00,00,000/- (Rupees
forty nine crores) facility has
been misplaced / untraceable
presently” from our Branch
Punjab National Bank, ECE
House Connaught Place, New
Delhi.
Sd/Anil Kumar Singh
Advocate
Ch. No.190, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts,
Delhi-110054

HC/GD
S.BASHEER
ONGC NAZIRA
26-11-1998

CT/GDSURJEET
SINGH
ONGC NAZIRA
26-11-1998

CT/GD RAJESH
SINGH.
ONGC NAZIRA
26-11-1998

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these brave-hearts. On
this day, they laid down their lives at the altar of duty while fighting with
the militants. Their courage and bravery would remain an abiding source
of inspiration for the force. The force will remain eternally indebted to
them for their noblest deeds.

PUBLIC NOTICE

“Be it known to all that my client Sh.
Rakesh Khatri S/o Sh. Ran Singh
R/o H.No. 196, Village Bankner,
Delhi-110040 has disowned and
severed all relations with his son
namely Pawan Kumar and daughterin-law namely Neeru as they are
quite disobedient and of hostile
behaviour and are not under control
of my above client and my aforesaid
client debarred them from all his
movable and immovable properties.
My above said client will not be
responsible for any of their deeds
and acts”.
Sd/- (Prashant Malik)
Advocate
Ch. No. 901, Rohini Courts,
Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE

M.P. MADHYA KSHETRA VIDYUT VITARAN CO. LTD.

Notice is hereby given to all concerned
that my client Sh. Harpal and Smt. Malti
Devi R/O E-329, Wazirpur J.J. Colony,
Delhi-52, have disowned/debarred/
discarded their real son Mr. Yougesh
Sharma and their daughter in law
Kusumlata, due to their misbehavior,
disobedience, illegal activities/assets,
also ceased all their relations with them,
any person whosoever deal with them
shall do at his/her their own risks/
costs/responsibility.
Sd/VIMAL TRIPATHI
(ADVOCATE)
Address - 373, Ground Floor Pocket
4, Sector 22, Rohini, Delhi 110086

(Govt. of M.P. Undertaking)
Nishtha Parisar, Bijalee Nagar, Govindpura, Bhopal-23
Phone : 0755-2602033-36, Fax : 2589821, 2586636
Ref. : MD/MK/04/NIT/2141
Date : 25.11.2021

TENDER NOTICE
MPMKVVCL, Bhopal, invites following bids from manufacturers through
e-tendering.
Tender Particulars
Specification
Number

Approx. Tender Fee Date of
Value including Pre-Bid
(Rs.
GST
ConfeLakh)
(in Rs.)
rence

MD/MK/ DLMS Compliant 785.00
04/732 LT Single Phase
5-30 Amp. Energy
Meter.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information
that I, Nitin Kumar Dahiya S/o
Sh. Dharamveer R/o House
No. 28, Geeta Colony-4, Ward
No. 19, Near Holy Mind High
School, Azad Nagar, Hisar,
Haryana-125001 declare that
name of mine has been
wrongly written as Nitten
Kumar in my 10th class marksheet and certificate. The
actual name of mine is Nitin
Kumar Dahiya, which may be
amended accordingly.

11800

Date of
opening
of
tender

08.12.21 21.12.21
03.00 PM
03:30
PM

Other details and full Tender documents would be available on Company
website https://portal.mpcz.in & Govt. Website https://
mptenders.gov.in shortly.
//SAVE ELECTRICITY//
M.P. Madhyam/102765/2021
CGM (Proc.)

PUBLIC NOTICE

“The public at large is informed that my
clients Sh. Jai Prakash Sharma, S/o
Late Sh. K.D. Sharma and Smt. Vidya
Wati, W/o Sh. Jai Prakash Sharma,
both R/o D-14/30 (Second Floor),
Sector-7, Rohini, North-West Delhi110085 have severed their relations
with their son Draun Sharma and
daughter-in-law Smt. Supriya Sharma,
W/o Sh. Draun Sharma, both R/o
House No. D-14/29 (3rd Floor), Sector7, Rohini, Delhi-110085 and have
disowned them from their all movable
and immovable properties forever due
to their misdeeds and misbehaviors, as
they are not following the family
traditions and have been disregarding
their parents. In case, any person
deeds with them in any respect, he/she
shaIl be responsible for the same. My
clients shall not be liable for the same in
any manner, whatsoever.
Sd/-D.K. Tyagi (Advocate)
Ch. No. C-9, C.L. Joseph Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

MADHYA PRADESH ROAD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

(Govt. of M.P. Undertaking) (CIN : U45203MP2004SGC016758)
45-A, Arera Hills, Bhopal–462011, Madhya Pradesh
Ph. : 0755-2527290/2765205, Fax : 0755-2572643,
Website : www.mprdc.gov.in
NIT No. 11966/535/MPRDC/Procu./2021
Bhopal, Date : 23.11.2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Mrs Babita Garg UlDAI
NO.730567226839 is the sole Owner of
property bearing no. B-685/686 shahbad
dairy Delhi 42.which was rented to Mr.
Hari Shanker Nishad (M/s NISHAD
ENTERPRISES) however, the tenancy
period has expired & hence, property stand
vacated. My client will not be held liable
for any of the act/performance by the said
tenant & anyone who involve my client’s
name in this regard, will held liable for legal
proceeding at his own risk & cost.
DEVRAJ AGGARWAL, ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 704, Western Wing, Tis Hazari
Court Delhi-54
Mo. No. 9810081751

Martyr of CISF on 26th November

My client Sh. Mangey Ram (Senior
Citizen) S/o Late Sh. Deep Chand
R/o Khasra No. 22/4, Taj Enclave,
Qutub Vihar Phase-2, C-Block,
Goyla Dairy, New Delhi-71 has
severed all relations with his sons
Satish & Vinod along with their
families for all purposes and has
disowned & debarred them from
his all of movable & immovable
properties due to disobedience
and my client shall not be
responsible for any acts & deeds
done by them.
Sd/- MAHENDER SINGH YADAV
ADVOCATE
DELHI HIGH COURT

Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

e- procurement Tender
Notice No.SCROLGRSP8327RC
(Rate Contract)

PUB/0848
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CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

CGRSP/GRSP manufacturers are
requested to visit Railway Web site
www.ireps.gov.in in which e-tender
per taining to Track Procurement
section of South Central Railway,
E n g i n e e r i n g
H e a d
Quar ters(PCE/OL/SC) for
procurement of CGRSP/GRSP is
published and tender documents are
available. Tenderers are requested to
submit their offers online through
IREPS website only. Full details of
Tenders may be seen in IREPS
website.
Chief Engineer/TP/
A1333/21
Secunderabad

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,
Please visit website at
http://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Madhya Pradesh Road Development Corporation Limited (MPRDC) Bhopal invites online
tenders for following roads on Percentage Rate basis.
S. Name of Work
No.

1.

PAC Value
(in INR
Lakhs)

Strengthening & Widening with Full
Depth Reclamation (FDR) method
an innovative Technology work on
Sehore-Shyampur Road
Length 24.30 Km.

2852.00

Bid
Cost
Security
of Bid
(EMD)
Document
(in Lakhs)
(in Rs.)
14.26

Period of
Completion
(including
rainy season)

50,000/-

04
Months

The dates for purchase, submission, etc. are mentioned in the key dates. Tender forms can be
purchased online only upto 15:30 hrs. on 27.12.2021 from website www.mptenders.gov.in.
The bidders have to submit the Technical bid as well as Financial Bid (Envelope-C) online only.
The Addendum/Corrigendum (if any) shall only be published on the website of
www.mptenders.gov.in only. If holiday is declared by Govt. of M.P. on the date of opening,
the same will automatically be shifted to subsequent working days.
MPRDC reserves the right to accept/reject any/all tenders without assigning any reason
thereof.
M.P. Madhyam/102737/2021
MANAGING DIRECTOR

TENDER NOTICE NO 01/SALT/2022-23/ST-4

TENDER NOTICE FOR PROCUREMENT OF
IODISED SALT (VACUUM EVAPORATED IODISED
SALT/ REFINED IODISED SALT) FOR FOR THE
PERIOD 01 APR 2022 TO 31 MAR 2023
1. Online bids on two cover system for supply of Iodised Salt (Vacuum
Evaporated Iodised Salt / Refined Iodised Salt) conforming to Defence Food
Specification (2020) No 531, BIS Specification No IS 7224 : 2006 (or
revisions there to) at various stations of Western Command Theatre for
conclusion of annual contract by MG ASC HQ Western Command (Executive
Officer) for the period from 01 Apr 2022 to 31 Mar 2023 or from the date of
sanction are invited. Reputed vendors marketing registered brand of Iodised
Salt (Vacuum Evaporated Iodised Salt / Refined Iodised Salt) and registered
with Salt Commissioner, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Deptt of
Industrial Policy and Promotion, Delhi, accredited Hazard Analysis Critical
Control Point (HACCP) / IS : ISO 22000 : 2005 certified are eligible to
participate. Details of contract as given below:-

Executive Office

Initial Call

MG ASC Western 13 Dec 2021
Command
(Monday)

2nd Call

3rd Call

4th Call

5th Call

03 Jan 2022 24 Jan 2022 14 Feb 2022 07 Mar 2022
(Monday)
(Monday)
(Monday)
(Monday)

2. All tendering enquiries will be published through E-Procurement at Defence
Procurement Portal (DPP) (http://defproc.gov.in/epublish/app). For any
other inquiries/ quantity contact Colonel Supply on telephone No 01722554308/ 0172-1904 (Extension No 2761/2557) between 1000 hours to
1330 hours on any working day. The vendors can search the tender and RFP
by input of keyword “Iodised Salt” in search box of DPP.
davp 10602/11/0051/2122

New Delhi

Executive Officer
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ekuxks uxj fuxe dk dk;ky
Z ;] te'kn
s ijq

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Request for Proposal /E-Procurement Notice
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NO. UDD/MMC/05/2021-22

Date :- 24.11.2021

ekuxks uxj fuxe vUrxZr Development of Green Area/Plantation Drives including play ground
development at Mango Gandhi Maidan gsrq bPNqd O;fDr@QeZ@dEiuh@laLFkk ls izLrko vkeaf=r fd;k tk jgk gSA
vf/kdre
vxz/ku dh
Sl.
foi= dk
dk;kZo/kh
vuqekfur jkf'k
jkf'k
Decription
ewY;
No.
¼yk[k esa½
¼yk[k esa½
Development of Green Area/ Plantation
12 ekg
1
Drives including play ground
350.00
7.00
10000.00
development at Mango Gandhi Maidan
3
osclkbZV ij RFP viyksM djus dh frfFk
01.12.2021 vijkg~ 03:00 cts
nkok@vkifÙk@tkudkjh izkIr djus dh vafre frfFk
4
09.12.2021 (dk;kZy; vo/kh es)a
5
Pre-bid meeting
10.12.2021 vijkg~u 12:30 cts
6
RFP izkIr djus vafre frfFk
27.12.2021 vijkg~u 04:00 cts
ifjek.k foi= dk ewY; ,oa vxz/ku dh jkf'k vkfn
28.12.2021
vijkg~u 05:00 cts
7
dkxtkr dk;kZy; esa tek djus dh vafre frfFk
8
rdfudh BID [kksyus dh frfFk
29.12.2021 vijkg~u 03:00 cts
fufonk vkeaf=r djus okys inkf/kdkjh dk uke
dk;Zikyd inkf/kdkjh] ekuxks uxj fuxe] te'ksniqjA
9
10
E-mail
mangonotifiedarea@gmail.com
bZ&izksD;wjesaV lsy dk gsYi ykbZu uaEcj
11
8709006752, 9852572356,
RFP ls lacaf/kr vU; fooj.kh website
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in ij miyC/k gSA

dk;Zikyd inkf/kdkjh]
ekuxks uxj fuxe] te'ksniqj

PR 257687 Urban Development(21-22).D

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fÔ°ff ÀffUÊþd³fIY d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f, ½fÈ°f ·fe»fUfOXf

IiY¸ffÔIY : MXeEÀf/ERY.81/2021-22/4514

dQ³ffÔIY :- 15.11.2021

NIB Code: PWD2122A2159
UBNNo:- PWD2122WSOB10651, PWD2122WSOB10652
PWD2122WSOB10653, PWD2122WSOB10654,
PWD2122WSOB10655, PWD2122WSOB10656,
PWD2122WSOB10657, PWD2122WSOB10658,
PWD2122WSOB10659, PWD2122WSOB10660,
PWD2122WSOB10661

DELHI JAL BOARD (Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi)
OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) DR. VIII
Yamuna Vihar Sewage Treatment Plant
(Adjoining Dr. Ambedkar College) Delhi-110 094
Phone: 011-22813593 Email:- eecdr8@gmail.com
“Stop Corona; Wash Your Hand, Wear Mask, Maintain Social Distancing”
PRESS NIT NO- 03 (2021-22)

DIRECTORATE OF HANDICRAFTS & HANDLOOM, KASHMIR
KASHMIR HAAT, EXHIBITION GROUNDS SRINAGAR
Email: dir.handicraft@jk.gov.in

EXTENSION NOTICE
The dates for e-tender notice No: 9 of 2021-22 floated for
holding of exhibitions outside UT are hereby extended as per
follows:Last date for deposition of bids 30.11.2021 (3.00 P.M.)
Date of opening of Technical Bids on 01.12.2021 (11.00 A.M.)
Date of opening of Financial bids 02.12.2021 (2.00 P.M.)
The details of the tender document is available on the website
www.jktenders.gov.in
Publicity-Cum-Exhibition Officer
Handicrafts & Handloom,
No: DHHK/P&E/338/21
KASHMIR
Dated: 22.11. 2021.
DIPK-13526

S.
No

Name of work

Estimated Contract
Value (ECV)/ Amount
put to tender (Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(EMD) (Rs.)

Tender processing
Fee Non Refundable
(Rs.)

Date of Release of
Tender/ Tender Id.

Last date/time
of receipt of
tender

1

Consultancy
for
work
the
construction of 4 No’s of DSTPS’s,
2No of SPS and P/L/J Sewer lines
in
GOC
Narela
Palla
in
constituency (01) in Delhi.

(Lump Sum)

2,66,225/-

1500/-

2021_DJB_211528_1
Dated 24.11.2021

17.12.2021
upto 3.00 P.M

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 657 (2021-22)

HIMACHAL PRADESH
STATE ELECTRONICS DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION LIMITED

1st & Ground Floor, I.T. Bhawan, Mehli, Shimla-171013 (H.P.)
Tel. No. 0177-2623259, 2623513, 2626320, 2623043, FAX: 0177-2626320
Website: www.hpsedc.in

Tender No.: SEDC/ Medical-Kaza/2k21

Date: 24.11.2021

e-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tenders are invited from eligible bidders for Full Video
Endoscopy System and accessories for two years i.e. 2021-2022
and 2022-2023 for various Government organizations in the State.
Pre-Bid meeting will be held on 06/12/2021 (11:30AM) through Video
Conferencing. Last date for online e-bid submission is 28/12/2021
(upto 02:30 PM) and shall be opened on 29/12/2021 at 2:30 PM.
Detailed Tender Document containing Technical Specifications and
Terms & Conditions are available on HPSEDC website
www.hpsedc.in and https://hptenders.gov.in.
Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR
0509/HP

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
DIRECTORATE OF FLORICULTURE SRINAGAR KASHMIR

SfþÀ±ff³f IZ Sfª¹f´ff»f ¸fWûQ¹f I e AûS ÀfZ AfS.AfBÊ.Oe.ER .-27 I e ÀfOÞ I ûÔ ´fS Of¸fSeI S¯f I f I f¹fÊ IZ d»fE C´f¹fbö ßfZ¯fe ¸fZÔ ÀffUÊþd³fI d³f¸ffÊ¯f
dU·ff¦f SfþÀ±ff³f ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ EUÔ SfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSI fS/ IZ ³Qi ÀfSI fS IZ Ad²fIÈ °f ÀfÔ¦fN³fûÔ/IZ ³Qie¹f »fûI d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f/OfI EU¸fÐ QcS ÀfÔ¨ffS dU·ff¦f / SZ»UZ
¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ, þû dI SfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSI fS IZ 'EE' 'E' EUÔ '¶fe'' ßfZ¯fe IZ ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ IZ Àf¸fI Ãf Wû, ÀfZ (C³fI e ÀfÃf¸f°ff IZ A³fbÀffS) d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ BÊMZ¯OdSÔ¦f ´fidIi ¹ff õfSf Afg³f »ffBÊ³f d³fdUQfEÔ Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`ÔÜ
d³fdUQf I f I f¹fÊ
d³fdUQf I e Ib »f »ff¦f°f
²fSûWS SfdVf (ø ´f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ)

AfS.AfBÊ.Oe.ER .-27 I e ÀfOÞ I ûÔ ´fS Of¸fSeI S¯f I f I f¹fÊ (11 ´f`IZ þ)
| ø . 2174.23 »ffJ
ÀfÔ¹fbö VffÀf³f Àfd¨fU SfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSI fS dUØf (Àff¸ff³¹f dUØfe¹f EUÔ »fZJf d³f¹f¸f) dU·ff¦f IZ ´fdS´fÂf Ii ¸ffÔI
ER .2(1)dUØf/þeE¯OMe EÀf´feER Àfe/2017 dQ³ffÔI 23.12.2020 A³fbÀffSÜ
Afg³f »ffBÊ³f d³fdUQf R fg¸fÊ A´f»fûO I e °ffSe£f d³fdUQf dQ³ffIÔ 16.11.2021 (¸f¦Ôf»fUfS) ´ffi°f: 9.30 ¶fþZ ÀfZ 06.12.2021 (Àfû¸fUfS) Àff¹Ôf 6.00 ¶fþZ °fI Ü
Afg³f »ffBÊ³f d³fdUQf R fg¸fÊ OfC³f»fûO/d¸f»f³fZ U d³fdUQf dQ³ffÔI 16.11.2021 (¸fÔ¦f»fUfS) ´fif°f: 9.30 ¶fþZ ÀfZ 06.12.2021 (Àfû¸fUfS) ÀffÔ¹f 6.00 ¶fþZ °fI Ü
þ¸ff I Sf³fZ I e °ffSeJ
Afg³f »ffBÊ³f d³fdUQf Jû»f³fZ I e °ffSeJ
d³fdUQf dQ³ffÔI 08.12.2021 (¶fb²fUfS) Qû´fWS 03.00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ
d³fdUQf Jû»f³fZ I f À±ff³f
d³fdUQfEÔ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff Àff.d³f.dU. UÈ°f ·fe»fUfOÞ f õfSf Jû»fe þfUZÔ¦feÜ
d³fdUQfQf°ff I û d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ²fSûWS VffÀf³f Àfd¨fU dUØf (¶fþM) dU·ff¦f SfþÀ±ff³f þ¹f´fbS IZ ´fdS´fÂf Ii ¸ffÔI ´f. 6(5) dUØf/ÀffdU»fZd³f/2018 þ¹f´fbS dQ³ffÔI
SfdVf EUÔ ´fiûÀfZdÀfÔ¦f ¨ffþZÊþ þ¸ff I Sf³fZ WZ°fbÜ 27.04.2020 IZ A³fbÀffS d³fdUQfQf°ff I û d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I EUÔ ´fiûÀfZdÀfÔ¦f ¨ffþZÊÀf BÊ¦fifÀf ¨ff»ff³f õfSf þ¸ff I Sf³ff AfUV¹fI
W`ÔÜ d¶fO dÀf¢¹fbdSMe WZ°fb ÀfÔ¹fbö VffÀf³f Àfd¨fU, SfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSI fS dUØf (Àff¸ff³¹f dUØfe¹f EUÔ »fZJf d³f¹f¸f) dU·ff¦f IZ ´fdS´fÂf
Ii ¸ffÔI ER .2(1)dUØf/þeE¯OMe- EÀf´feER Àfe/2017 dQ³ffÔI 23.12.2020 I e ´ff»f³ff dI ¹ff þf³ff Àfbd³fd›°f I SZÔÜ
BÊ-¦fifÀf ¨ff»ff³f EUÔ d¶fO dÀf¢¹fbdSMe Àf¸¶fd³²f°f Ad²fVff¿fe Ad·f¹f³°ff I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ dQ³ffÔI 07.12.2021 I û ÀffÔ¹fI f»f 03.00 ¶fþZ °fI EUÔ A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff UÈ°f
dO¢»fZS ZVf³f ÀMf¸´f I e ¸fc»f ´fid°f þ¸ff I Sf³ff Ü I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ·fe»fUfOÞ f ¸fZÔ dQ³ffÔI 08.12.2021 I û Qû´fWS 1.00 ¶fþZ °fI þ¸ff I Sf¹fe þf ÀfI °fe W`ÔÜ ¸fc»f ´fid°f¹ffÔ ´fif~ ³fWeÔ Wû³fZ
´fS d³fdUQf ´fS I ûBÊ dU¨ffS ³fWeÔ dI ¹ff þfUZ¦ffÜ

BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f Àf¸fÀ°f dUUS¯f UZ¶f ÀffBÊM http://.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in/tender.asp U http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in U
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS QZJf þf ÀfI °ff W` Ü B¨LI ÀfUZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdþM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ UZ¶f ÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
´fS SdþÀMOÊ I SUf³ff AfUV¹fI W`Ü
WXÀ°ff/-(AfSX.E»f. JMXeIY)

Tel-0194-2474234 Fax -2482032 – email:- kashflori@rediffmail.com
Subject: - Extension No.04.
In view of no response, the last date for submission of bids invited vide this
office e-Tender Notice No.20 of 2021 dated.10.09.2021 for Outsourcing of
entry ticketing system of Akad Park is hereby extended as per the details
given below: 23/11/2021 from 04:15 PM to
1. Period of downloading of bidding
document
07/12/2021 up to 2:00 PM
2.

Bid submission Start Date

3.

Bid submission End Date

07/12/2021 up to 2:00 PM

4.

Date & time of Opening of Tenders

11/12/2021 at 2:00 PM

DIPR/C/11793/2021

23/11/2021 from 04:30 PM

Other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the aforesaid
Tender Notice.
By Order

Sd/No:-DFK/GS-564/4635-37 Dated: -23/11/2021. Accounts Officer
DIPK-13505
(Member Secretary)
G OVERNMENT

A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fÔ°ff
Àff.d³f.dU. UÈ°f ·fe»fUfOXf

OF

JAMMU & K ASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF
FLORICULTURE SRINAGAR KASHMIR

Tel-0194-2474234, Fax -2482032
E-mail: kashflori@rediffmail.com
Subject: Extension No. 04.

In view of no response, the last date for submission of bids invited
vide this office e-Tender Notice No.22 of 2021 dated.11.09.2021 for
Outsourcing of entry ticketing system of Poshwan Park, Pahalgam is
hereby extended as per the details given below:
1. Period of downloading of bidding
document

23.11.2021 from 04.20 P.M. to
07.12.2021 upto 02.00 P.M.

2. Bid submission Start Date

23.11.2021 from 04.30 P.M.

3. Bid submission End Date

07.12.2021 upto 02.00 P.M.

4. Date & time of Opening of Tenders 11.12.2021 at 02.00 P.M.

Other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the
aforesaid Tender Notice.
By Order
Sd/No: DFK/GS-564/4629-31
Accounts Officer
Dated: 27.11.2021
(Member Secretary)
DIPK-13497

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

DIRECTORATE OF FLORICULTURE SRINAGAR KASHMIR
Tel-0194-2474234 Fax -2482032 – email:- kashflori@rediffmail.com
Subject: - Extension No.04.

In view of no response, the last date for submission of bids invited
vide this office e-Tender Notice No.21 of 2021 dated.10.09.2021
for Outsourcing of entry ticketing system of Ashmuqam Park
is hereby extended as per the details given below: -

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (PR)SR-I
POCKET-D- 7, ROHINI SECTOR- 6, NEW DELHI-110085
Phone no. 27041218 Email:- eepsr11@gmail.com
“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”
Press Note
NIT No. 02 (2021-22)
S.
No.

PARTICULARS

1.

Period of downloading of bidding
document

23/11/2021 from 04:15 PM
to 07/12/2021 upto 2:00 PM

2.

Bid submission Start Date

23/11/2021 from 04:30 PM

3.

Bid submission End Date

07/12/2021 up to 2:00 PM

4.

Date & time of Opening of Tenders

11/12/2021 at 2:00 PM

Other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in the
aforesaid Tender Notice.
By Order
No:-DFK/GS-564/4632-34
Sd/Dated: -23/11/2021
Accounts Officer
DIPK-13502
(Member Secretary)

ESTIMATED COST/ DATE OF RELEASE TENDER LAST DATE/TIME OF RECEIPT OF TENDER
EARNEST MONEY
OF TENDER IN EFEES
THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT SOLUTION
PROCUREMENT
SOLUTION

1. CONSULTANCY SERVICE FOR THE
WORK OF CONSTRUCTION OF
DSTPs, WWPs AT MOHAMADPUR
MAJRI AND PROVIDING & LAYING
SEWER LINES ALONG WITH OTHER
ASSOCIATED/
ALLIED
APPURTENANT WORK ON DESIGN,
BUILD AND OPERATE (DBO) BASIS
IN PART OF KANJHAWALA GROUP
OF COLONIES IN DELHI

Lump Sum EMD
TENDER ID:3,76,260/2021_DJB_211530_1
(Exempted vide office dated 24/11/2021
memo-randum
no.
F.9/ 4/2020- PPD,
dated 12.11.2020 and
DJB
endorsement
No. DJB/ 2020-21/
Misc. -II (PT)/ 971
dated 23.12.2020)

1500/-

Last date and time for :
tender download

24.12.2021
up to 3:00 P.M.

Last date and time for :
online submission of
tender

24.12.2021
up to 3:00 P.M.

Date & Time of Pre- :
Bid Meeting
Date and Time for :
openining of Part A

30.11.2021
at 3.00 PM
24.12.2021
at 3:15 P.M.

Date / Time for : After completion of
opening of Part B scrutiny of the received
(Financial Bid)
Technical Bids

Press Note
NIT No. 03 (2021-22)
S.
No.

PARTICULARS

1. Consultancy service
for the work of
construction of 4 nos
of DSTPs, WWPS
and providing & laying
sewer lines along with
other associated /
allied
appurtenant
work on design, build
and operate (DBO)
basis in Nizampur and
Ghewra group of
colonies (GOCs) in
Delhi.

ESTIMATED COST/ DATE OF RELEASE TENDER LAST DATE/TIME OF RECEIPT OF TENDER
EARNEST MONEY OF TENDER IN EFEES
THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT SOLUTION
PROCUREMENT
SOLUTION
Lump Sum EMD
TENDER ID:1500/Last date and time :
24.12.2021
3,11,248/2021_DJB_211531_1
for tender download
up to 3:00 P.M.
(Exempted vide office dated 24/11/2021
Last date and time :
24.12.2021
memo-randum no.
for online submission
up to 3:00 P.M.
F.9/4/ 2020- PPD,
of tender
dated 12.11.2020 and
Date & Time of Pre- :
30.11.2021
DJB
endorsement
Bid Meeting
at 3.00 PM
No. DJB/ 2020-21/
Misc. -II (PT)/ 971
24.12.2021
Date and Time for :
dated 23.12.2020)
at 3:15 P.M.
openining of Part A
Date / Time for : After
completion
of
opening of Part B scrutiny of the received
(Financial Bid)
Technical Bids

Press Note
NIT No. 04 (2021-22)
S.
No.

PARTICULARS

1. Consultancy service
for the work of
construction of 6 nos
of DSTPs, WWPS
and providing &
laying sewer lines
along with other
associated/
allied
appurtenant work on
design, build and
operate (DBO) basis
in part of Kanjhawala
group Of colonies
(GOCs) in Delhi.

ESTIMATED COST/
EARNEST MONEY

DATE OF RELEASE TENDER LAST DATE/TIME OF RECEIPT OF TENDER
OF TENDER IN EFEES
THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT SOLUTION
PROCURE-MENT
SOLUTION

Lump
Sum
EMD
TENDER ID:5,60,744/2021_DJB_211532_1
(Exempted vide office
dated 24/11/2021
memo-randum
no.
F.9/4/ 2020- PPD,
dated 12.11.2020 and
DJB endorsement No.
DJB/ 2020- 21/Misc.-II
(PT)/
971
dated
23.12.2020)

1500/-

Last date and time :
for tender download

24.12.2021
up to 3:00 P.M.

Last date and time :
for online submission
of tender

24.12.2021
up to 3:00 P.M.

Date & Time of Pre- :
Bid Meeting

30.11.2021
at 3.00 PM

Date and Time for :
openining of Part A

24.12.2021
at 3:15 P.M.

Date / Time for : After completion of
opening of Part B scrutiny of the received
(Financial Bid)
Technical Bids

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY PRO (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 659/(2021-22)

Sd/-

Executive Engineer(C) DR-VIII

Sd/- (Horender Kumar)
EE(PR)SR-I

New Delhi
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INS Vela, and India’s larger
plan for building submarines
Navy officers
on INS Vela
after it was
commissioned
at the naval
dockyard in
Mumbai on
Thursday.
Pradip Das

INS Vela, the fourth submarine in
Project 75 (P75) of the Indian Navy,
was commissioned on Thursday by
Navychief AdmiralKarambirSingh at
the naval dockyard. It will be the second addition to the Navy’s fleet of
warships after INS Vishakapatnam,
commissioned on Sunday.
THEPROJECT: Conceptualisedfor
the acquisition for 25 submarines
during the I K Gujral regime, P75 has
evolved into a 30-year plan for building submarines. In 2005, India and
France signed a $3.75-billioncontract
for building six Scorpene class submarines,theexecutingcompaniesbeing Mazgaon Docks Ltd and DCNS
(now Naval Group) of France.
Thefirstof thesixsubs,INSKalvari,
was commissioned five years behind
schedule, in 2017. The next two were
INS Khanderi and INS Karanj. After
Vela, sea trials are ongoing for Vagir
while the sixth, Vagsheer, is under
construction. The sea trials of Vela
were delayed due to Covid-19, which
in turn delayed its commissioning.
WHAT’S ON VELA: Vela will be
commissioned into the Navy’s
WesternCommand,andwillbebased
inMumbai.Itisnamedafteradecom-

missioned submarine, Vela, which
served from 1973 to 2010. The earlier
Vela belonged to Foxtrot class.
NavalsourcessaidthenewlycommissionedVelacantakeuptoeightofficersand35men.Itis67.5mlongand
12.3 m high. The beam measures 6.2
m. It can reach a top speed of 20 knots
when submerged and a surface top
speed of 11 knots.
Vela has four MTU 12V 396 SE84
diesel engines and 360 battery cells ,
and a silent Permanently Magnetised
PropulsionMotor.Thehull,finandhydroplanes are designed for minimum
underwater resistance.
FIREPOWER: Velaisequippedwith
a C303 anti-torpedo countermeasure
system, and can carry up to 18 torpedoes or Exocet anti-ship missiles, or
30 mines in place of torpedoes.
Vela is a diesel-electric powered
attack submarine, designed to act as
“sea denial” as well as “access denial”
warfare to the adversary. The submarine can engage in offensive operations across the entire spectrum of
naval warfare, including anti-surface
warfare, anti-submarine warfare, intelligence gathering, mine laying and
area surveillance.

THIS WORD MEANS

BLACK FRIDAY
Start of Christmas shopping the day after
Thanksgiving. When did the tradition begin?
BLACKFRIDAYthisyearfallsonNovember
26. Observed the day after Thanksgiving,
it is a pre-Christmas occasion when both
online and offline stores offer discounts.
TheOxfordLearner’sDictionariesdefine
‘BlackFriday’as“thedayafterThanksgiving
in the US, the first day of traditional
Christmas shopping, when stores have
special offers to attract consumers”.
ORIGINS: Thanksgiving has been observedintheUSsince1789whenPresident
GeorgeWashingtonissuedaproclamation
declaring Thursday, November 26, 1789,
as a holiday of “sincere and humble
thanks”. Since 1863, when President
Abraham Lincoln made it a nationwide
holiday,Thanksgivinghasbeencommemorated on the fourth Thursday of
November every year.
BlackFridaycametobeassociatedwith
Thanksgiving since around the middle of
the 20th century. Initially, shoppers in the
US were offered attractive discounts; the

concepthasnowspreadtomuchoftherest
oftheworld,includingIndiawheree-commerce companies such as Amazon and
FlipkartofferindividualBlackFridaysales.
Accordingtoonetheory,thetermBlack
Friday originated in the 1960s when
Philadelphia police officers complained
abouta‘black’Fridaywhenthestreetswere
clogged with traffic. According to another
theory, it is believed to symbolise the US
gold market crash of 1869.
CRITICISM: Critics see Black Friday as
asymbolofover-consumption,whenpeople end up buying products they don’t
need, adding to waste generation and the
carbon footprint.
Abouttwoyearsago,activistsinFrance
staged ‘Black Friday’ protests against
Amazon.
Around the same time, France’s then
environmentministerDelphineBathoproposeda“StopBlackFriday”amendmentas
part of an anti-waste Bill.

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION &ANSWER

Oil for emergencies

Why do oil consuming countries keep strategic petroleum reserves? Why have the United States, India
and some other nations announced concerted action to release a part of these reserves?
prior to 2021, despite a recent move by the
Centre to cut excise duty on petrol by Rs 5 per
litre, and on diesel by Rs 10 per litre.
The Centre had in 2020 increased central
excisedutiesonpetrolanddieselbyRs13and
Rs16perlitrerespectivelyinanefforttoshore
uprevenuesaseconomicactivitycrasheddue
to the pandemic. Some states have also hiked
VAT on fuels.

KARUNJITSINGH&ANILSASI
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER25

INDIA'S MOVE to release 5 million barrels of
oilfromitsstrategicreservesaspartof acoordinated challenge led by the US against the
OPEC+ producers' cartel's move to curb output, is the first time that New Delhi would be
dipping into its reserves to leverage it as a
geopolitical tool. The oil will be released "in
parallel and in consultation with" the US,
China,JapanandSouthKorea,theOilMinistry
saidinastatementonTuesday,withoutspecifyingatimeframe.TheUKhasannouncedthat
it will release 1.5 million barrels of crude; the
US is set to release 50 million barrels.
Whyarethesecountriesreleasingoilfrom
strategicreserves?
Itispartof aconcertedefforttonegateupward pressure on crude prices from OPEC+ -a13-countrygroupingofoilexportersthathas
been joined since 2016 by 10 others led by
Russiatodecideproductionquotas--keeping
supplybelowdemand,eventhoughtheaction
is largely symbolic in nature. India has called
foranincreaseinthesupplybyOPEC+atmultipleinternationalforumsandinbilateraltalks
withoilproducingcountries.Indiaarguesthat
high crude oil prices are impacting the postCovideconomicrecovery,especiallyinthedeveloping countries.
In a release, the White House said
American consumers and businesses were
feeling the impact of high prices "because oil
supply has not kept up with demand as the
globaleconomyemergesfromthepandemic".
Howwillthisaffectcrudeoilprices?
Talkofacoordinatedreleaseofreservesby
large oil consuming countries had already
played a role in bringing down prices from a
high of $86.4 in late October to under $80 per
barrel on Monday. Brent, however, recovered
to $82.3 per barrel on Wednesday with some
analysts noting that the US had released less
oil from its reserves than was expected.
AnalystsatGoldmanSachssaidonWednesday
thatthecoordinatedreleaseledbytheUSmay
addabout 70-80 millionbarrels of crude supply, less than the more-than-100 million barrels the market has been pricing in.
Governmentofficialsnotedthatthecoordinated action would be a step in the direction of reducing international oil prices.
"Global...prices have risen due to the efforts
of Russia and Saudi Arabia. Now that the US
has announced the release of oil from reserves, we are cooperating in this step to en-

Under the first stage of the SPR project, underground rock caverns with total
storage of 5.33 MMT have been commissioned in Visakhapatnam (1.33 MMT),
Mangalore (1.5 MMT), and Padur in Karnataka (2.5 MMT). ISPRL

GLOBAL CRUDE RESERVES
US: The Department of Energy's

Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) is
the world’s largest emergency storage
that can hold up to 727 million barrels,
which is reported to be about 85% full.
If completely filled, the SPR could
theoretically replace about 60 days of
oil imports.

JAPAN: Second largest emergency
supply with a reported capacity of
close to 600 million barrels. The SPR is
composed of state-controlled reserves
at 11 locations totalling 324 million
barrels, and private reserves of 129
million barrels.
sure that crude oil prices remain under control,"anofficialsaid.SaudiandRussiaarethe
largest oil producers in the OPEC+ group,
whichhasindicateditmayrevisititsplansto
gradually increase production in the light of
releases from strategic reserves.
OPEC+, which controls about half the
world's oil output, had cut production by 10
millionbarrelsadayinApril2020whenprices
fellbelow$20perbarrelasglobaldemandcollapsed due to lockdowns. The cartel has been
accused of being slow to restore production
levels despite a sharp increase in crude prices
in2021.Evenafterascheduledincreaseinpro-

CHINA: The Chinese Strategic
Petroleum Reserve consists of a
government-controlled strategic
reserve complemented by mandated
commercial reserves. Planned state
reserves of 475 million barrels plus
planned enterprise reserves of 209
million barrels are expected to
provide around 90 days of
consumption.
EU: According to the Council Directive
of December 20, 1968, all 27 members
must have a strategic petroleum
reserves equal to at least 90 days
average daily internal consumption.
duction of 400,000 barrels per day in
December, the output of OPEC+ will still be
lower than the reference levels of member
countriesbynearly5.4millionbarrelsperday.
Howhavehighcrudeoilpricesimpacted
India?
Highglobalpriceshavecontributedtoconsumerspayingrecordhighpricesforpetroland
dieselacrossthecountry.InDelhi,petrolisretailingatRs104.0perlitre,anddieselatRs86.7
perlitre,up27percentand21percentrespectively from a year ago. Consumers are facing
prices that are significantly higher than those

WhatareIndia'sstrategicpetroleum
reserves,andwhyaretheyneeded?
India's strategic reserves are the effort of a
broader plan to build an emergency stockpile
withmillionsofbarrelsofcrudeoil,onthelines
of the reserves that the US and its Western allies set up after the first oil crisis of 1973-74.
UnderthefirststageoftheStrategicPetroleum
Reserve project, underground rock caverns
with total storage of 5.33 MMT, or about 38
millionbarrelsofcrudeoil,havebeencommissioned at three locations -- Visakhapatnam
(1.33MMT),Mangalore(1.5MMT),andPadur
in Karnataka (2.5 MMT).
These facilities can provide for about 9.5
days of India's crude oil requirements based
on2019-20consumptionlevels.Thecombined
storage facilities of Oil Marketing Companies
(OMCs)inthecountrycanholdenoughcrude
oiltomeet64.5daysof requirement,bringing
thetotalnationalcapacityforstorageof crude
oilandpetroleumproductsto74days,according to the Centre. India is in the process of expanding its strategic petroleum reserve storageby6.5MMTattwolocations--Chandikhol
in Odisha (4 MMT) and Padur (2.5 MMT).
TheInternationalEnergyAgency(IEA)recommends that all countries hold crude oil
stocksworth90daysofimports.Indiaimports
about85percentofitscrudeoilrequirements.
Crude oil from the reserves are to be released
by an empowered committee constituted by
thegovernment,intheeventofanysupplydisruptions from abroad. These include any naturalcalamityorunforeseenglobaleventleading to an abnormal increase in prices.
A senior government official said that this
wouldbethefirstinstanceofIndiausingstrategic reserves to influence international prices,
addingthatIndia had also drawn down its reservessomewhatearlierthisyeartosupplyrefineries as crude oil prices were rising.
A release of 5 million barrels from strategicreserveswouldequatetoabout13percent
of India's strategic petroleum reserves. A releaseof50millionbarrelsofcrudeoilfromthe
USstrategicpetroleumreserveswouldequate
to about 8.3 per cent of the 604.5 million barrels of crude oil stored in US strategic petroleum reserves.

Why Jaya’s property matters in TN politics
ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER25

THE MADRAS High Court on Wednesday set
aside the acquisition of late chief minister J
Jayalalithaa’s residence, Veda Nilayam, in
Chennai’sPoesGarden.ThepreviousAIADMK
government had wanted to convert it into a
state-run museum. There is already a memorialcomplexforJayalatithaainMarinaBeach;
thecourtquestionedthenecessityforanother
one. The order saves at least Rs 67.90 crore,
which the government had deposited in the
ChennaicivilcourtforacquiringVedaNilayam.

The acquisition plan

TheideaofconvertingVedaNilayamintoa
museum emerged out of apprehensions that
it would end up in the possession of V K
Sasikala, Jayalalithaa’s aide. CM E K
Palaniswamiandhiscamp,Sasikala’sloyaliststurned-rivals, feared she would re-establish

herpoliticalcloutafterherreleasefromprison
in Bengaluru. She is already building a huge
mansionnearVedaNilayam,andtheAIADMK
fearedshewouldalsotrytobuyVedaNilayam,
which is not only part of Jayalalithaa’s legacy
but also a symbol of the power Sasikala enjoyed when Jayalalithaa was alive.
The government issued an ordinance issuedinMay2020—atimewhenthestatewas
under a total lockdown. The plan was challengedlegallyasDeepaandDeepak,legalheirs
and the children of Jayalalithaa’s late brother,
had been kept in the dark.
Under the government’s plan, the ownershipofassetsinthebuildingwouldhavebeen
transferred to the Puratchi Thalaivi Dr J
Jayalalithaa Memorial Foundation headed by
CMPalaniswami.Outof theRs67.90croredepositedbythegovernmentinthecivilcourton
July 25, Rs 36.90 crore was meant to be paid
towardsincometaxandwealthtaxarrearsthat
Jayalalithaa had reportedly owed.
InJanuary2021,theHighCourtdidnotstop

thegovernmentfromconvertingtheproperty
intoamuseum,butissuedanorderpreventing
the government from opening it for public
view. On Wednesday, the court directed the
governmenttoreturnthekeysofVedaNilayam
to Deepa and Deepak within three weeks.

The assets

The property was bought by Jayalalithaa’s
mother, who too was an actress. It has two
mango trees, a jackfruit tree and five coconut
andbananatrees.Insidethethree-storeybuilding are 10,438 dresses, cloth materials, 8,376
books,38air-conditioners,upto4kggoldand
601kgsilver,11televisionsets,10refrigerators,
29 telephones and mobile phones, 394 mementos,65suitcasesand108cosmeticandsix
clocks, according to a government audit.

Families of Jaya, Sasikala

Deepa,44,eldestdaughterofJayalalithaa’s
latebrotherJJayakumar,hadstayedawayfrom
her aunt since her father’s death in 1995.

Amongthereasonswerethegrowingcloutof
Sasikala and her family members, and
Jayalalithaa’s decision to adopt V N
Sudhakaran, Sasikala’s nephew, as her foster
son.TheygrewsodistantthatJayalalithaadid
notvisitDeepawhenhermotherdiedin2013.
Deepa last met Jayalalithaa in 2002. Her
youngerbrotherDeepak,however,maintained
links with Poes Garden and Sasikala’s family,
especially her late husband Natarajan.
With the court having quashed the acquisitionandreturnedthepropertytoDeepaand
Deepak, the question everyone is asking is
when Sasikala would buy it from the legal
heirs. This is where she had lived with
Jayalalithaa from the mid-1980s, except for a
brief period in 2011 when Jayalalithaa drove
heroutoveradispute.Eventually,shereturned.
ManymembersofSasikala’sfamilyfellout
offavourwithJayalalithaa,includingSasikala’s
nephewTTVDhinakaran.OnlywithIlavarasi,
wifeofSaisakala’slatebrother,didJayalalithaa
maintain close ties.

EXPLAINED YOUR MONEY

For PMC Bank depositors, restrictions on access to funds, interest
bers, depositors and other creditors of the
transferorbankandtransfereebank(USFB).

Sandeep Singh &
Sunny Verma
IN A setback to depositors of the Punjab and
Maharashtra Cooperative (PMC) Bank, the
Reserve Bank of India, in its draft scheme of
amalgamation of the bank with Unity Small
FinanceBankLtd(USFB),hasplacedmultiple
restrictionsonaccesstodepositsbeyondRs5
lakh that depositors can receive from the
Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee
Corporation(DICGC). Also,nointerestwillbe
payable on interest-bearing deposits in the
transferor bank (PMC Bank) for five years.
TheRBIhas,however,invitedsuggestions
andobjectionsuntilDecember10frommem-

Whatisthescheme?
The scheme of arrangement states that
depositorsofPMCBankwillreceiveuptoRs
5lakh(dependinguponthebalanceintheir
account)fromDICGCinaccordancewiththe
rules.However,thosewithhigherdepositsin
PMCBankwillfacerestrictions.Retaildepositorswillhaveaccesstoadditionalamounts
up to Rs 50,000 at the end of two years from
theappointeddate,uptoRs1lakhattheend
of the third year, up to Rs 3 lakh after four
years, and up to Rs 5.5 lakh after five years.
Beyondthis,theywillreceivenoamount
forthenextfouryears.Onlyafter10yearswill
they receive the rest of their deposit.
Whataretherestrictionsoninterest?
AfterMarch31,2021,interestshallnotaccrueonanyinterest-bearingdepositwiththe
transferorbankforfiveyears.Inrespectofbalanceinanycurrentaccountoranyothernon-

interest bearing account, no interest shall be
payable.Aninterestof2.75%peryearshallbe
paidonretaildepositsofthetransferorbank,
which shall remain outstanding after five
years from the appointed date.

Whathappenstootherdeposits?
Fromtheappointeddate,80%oftheuninsured deposits outstanding to the credit of
eachinstitutionaldepositorof thetransferor
bank shall be converted into Perpetual NonCumulative Preference Shares (PNCPS) of
USFB with a dividend of 1% per annum
payable annually. At the end of 10 years, the
transfereebankmayconsideradditionalbenefitsforsuchPNCPSholders,eitherintheform
ofastep-upincouponrateoracalloption,after getting RBI approval.
Theremaining20%oftheinstitutionaldepositswillbeconvertedintoequitywarrants
of USFB at a price of Rs 1 per warrant. These
will further be converted into equity shares
of USFB at the time of the Initial Public Offer.
In respect of every other liability of the

transferorbank,USFBshallpayonlytheprincipalamounts,asandwhendue,tothecreditorsintermsofagreementsenteredbetween
them prior to the appointed date.

WhathappenedatPMCBank?
After a fraud was detected, in September
2019, inspections showed complete erosion
of capital and substantial deposit erosion of
the bank. The RBI issued ‘All Inclusive
Directions’ to the bank under Section 35A
read with Section 56 of the Banking
RegulationAct,1949(10of 1949)witheffect
fromcloseofbusinessofSeptember23,2019
toprotecttheinterestofthedepositors.Italso
superseded the bank’s board of directors on
September 23, 2019 and appointed an administrator in its place. RBI then decided to
prepare a scheme of amalgamation.
In February 2021, Centrum Financial
Services Ltd as promoters, along with
ResilientInnovationPvt.Ltdas‘jointinvestor’,
expressed interest in acquiring PMC Bank
through a suitable amalgamation scheme

with a new small finance bank to be registered.OnOctober12,theRBIgrantedalicence
to USFB Ltd, and it started transacting businessfromNovember1.USFBhasbeensetup
withcapitalofaboutRs1,100crore,withprovisions for further infusion of capital.

Whatdoesitmeanforfixeddeposits?
Unlike equity and bond investors, bank
depositors enjoy the highest levels of safety
on their funds. However,there is an element
of risk: If the bank collapses, there can be a
delay in redeeming their FDs, they may not
beabletowithdrawbeyondRs5lakh,orthey
mayfaceawrite-downincertaincases.Inrecent times, depositors have faced trouble in
getting immediate access to their funds in
PMC, Yes Bank and Lakshmi Vilas Bank.
WhiletheRBIputsinwithdrawalrestrictions to get time to stitch together a resolutionplanforthefailingbank,itcanshakedepositors’ faith in the banking system. To
ensure funds are safe, a depositor with, say,
Rs 15 lakh can park Rs 5 lakh each in three

New Delhi

banks,givingfullsafetytotheentireamount.
For those with higher deposits, it’s better to
putthemoneyinlargebanks,astheyusually
have a more effective risk culture.
Whataboutdepositinsurance?
Currently, in the unlikely event of a bank
failing, a depositor can claim a maximum Rs
5 lakh per account as insurance cover. The
cover is provided by the DICGC. Depositors
with more than Rs 5 lakh have no legal recourse to recover funds if a bank collapses.
Deposits in public and private sector banks,
localareabanks,smallfinancebanks,regional
rural banks, cooperative banks, Indian
branches of foreign banks and payments
banks are all insured by the DICGC. The premium is paid by banks to the DICGC, and is
nottobepassedontodepositors.Bankscurrently pay a minimum of 12 paise on every
Rs 100 worth deposits to the DICGC as premium for the insurance cover.
Last year, the government raised the insurance amount to Rs 5 lakh from Rs 1 lakh.
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Pak’s citizenry
database
compromised:
security agency
SAJJAD HUSSAIN

Major General Ahmed
Naser al-Raisi
TURKEY

Interpolelects
UAEofficial
aspresident

INTERPOL ON Thursday
electedacontentiousofficial
from the United Arab
Emirates as its new president during its annual
General Assembly held in
Istanbul. Major General
Ahmed Naser al-Raisi, inspectorgeneralattheUAE’s
interior ministry and a
memberofInterpol’sexecutivecommittee,waselected
for a four-year term, the
globalpolicingbodysaid.He
has been accused by rights
groups of involvement in
tortureandarbitrarydetentionsintheUAE.Thevotefor
presidentwasbeingclosely
watchedsincethefirst-ever
Chinese president of the
body, Meng Hongwei, vanished midway through his
four-year term on a return
trip to China in 2018. It subsequently emerged that he
had been detained and accused of bribery and other
allegedcrimes.
AP

RUSSIA

Coalminefirein
Siberiakills11,
dozenstrapped

A FIRE at a coal mine in
Russia’s Siberia killed 11
people and injured more
than 40 others on
Thursday, with dozens of
othersstilltrapped,authorities said. Efforts to rescue
those trapped in the mine
were halted Thursday afternoon because of an explosionthreat,andrescuers
were rushed out of the
mine,administratorsofthe
mine told Interfax news
agency. The blaze took
place in the Kemerovo region of Siberia. Russia’s
state Tass news agency reported that coal dust
caughtfire,andthatsmoke
quickly
filled
the
Litsvyazhnaya
mine
through the ventilation
system.
AP

Russiaprobes
Netflixover
LGBTcontent

RUSSIA IS investigating
Netflixafteritspubliccommissioner for protecting
families accused the
streamingcompanyofviolating Russian law on “gay
propaganda”,
the
Vedomosti daily reported.
The commissioner, Olga
Baranets,complainedtothe
Interior Ministry that
Netflix was in breach of a
law that bans disseminating “propaganda on nontraditionalsexualrelations”
amongthoseundertheage
of 18 when broadcasting
LGBT-themedserieswitha
16+label.
REUTERS

ISLAMABAD, NOVEMBER 25
PAKISTAN’SMAINcitizenrydatabase has been compromised, the
FederalInvestigationAgency(FIA)
informed a Parliament panel on
Thursday, adding that the breach
so far has been used to only issue
illegal mobile SIM cards.
The FIA made the disclosure
on the National Database and
Registration Authority’s (Nadra)
data breach while briefing
Pakistan’s National Assembly
Standing Committee on
Information Technology and
Telecommunication.
“Nadra’s data has been compromised,ithasbeenhacked,”said
FIA’s Cybercrime Wing Chief,
Additional Director Tariq, while
adding that fake SIM cards were
being sold after stealing the biometricdataoftheregistrationbody.
Nadrahasthesoleprerogative
of issuing national identity cards
and passports to the citizens of
Pakistanafterrecordingtheirdata.
During the briefing to the
Parliamentpanel,Tariqsaid13,000
fake SIMs were seized during a
crackdowninFaisalabadregion.
Separately, Chairman of
Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority, Retd Major General
Amir Azeem Bajwa, said no mobilephonecompanywasallowed
to sell SIMs door-to-door and get
the thumb impression which is
needed for getting a SIM card.
He
said
people’s
thumbprints were taken using
“illegal methods”, adding that
thethumbprintsystemwasnow
being phased out.
PTI

UN to ‘graduate’
Bangladesh,
Nepal to bloc of
developing nations
Dhaka: The United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) has
adopted a resolution to graduate
three nations, including
Bangladesh and Nepal, from the
least developed country (LDC)
categorytothedevelopingcountry grouping, a major milestone
demonstratingthecountries’development progress.
The UNGA adopted the resolution at its 76th session. The
three countries that got clearance for graduation are
Bangladesh, Nepal and the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic.
“The three countries will
graduate from the LDC category
after an exceptionally extended
preparatoryperiodof fiveyears...
to enable them to prepare for
graduation while planning for a
post-Covid-19 recovery...” the
UN said in a statement on
Wednesday.
PTI

PARIS ACCUSES LONDON OF ‘BAD IMMIGRATION MANAGEMENT’

France beefs up sea rescue work, spars
with Britain after 27 migrants die at sea

E

LAYLI FOROUDI
& LUCIEN LIBERT

DUNKIRK, NOVEMBER 25
FRANCESAIDonThursdayitwill
beef up the surveillance of its
northern shores, but migrants
huddling in makeshift camps
said neither that nor a tragic
drowning the day before would
stop them from trying to cross
the Channel to Britain.
Seventeenmen,sevenwomen
and three teenagers died
WednesdaywhentheirdinghydeflatedintheChannel,oneofmany
such risky journeys attempted in
rickety, overloaded boats by people fleeing poverty and war in
Afghanistan,Iraqandbeyond.
The deaths deepened animosity between Britain and
France, already at odds over
Brexit,withPrimeMinisterBoris
Johnson saying France was at
fault and French Interior
Minister Gerald Darmanin ac-

A group of migrants wait on a holding bus after being
brought in to Dover, England, on Thursday. AP
cusing Britain of “bad immigration management”.
With relations fraught over
Brexitandimmigration,muchof
the focus on Thursday was on
who should bear responsibility,
even if both sides vowed to seek
joint solutions.
President
Emmanuel
Macron defended Paris’s actions
but said France was merely a

transit country for many migrantsandmoreEuropeancooperationwasneededtotackleillegal immigration.
“Iwill...sayveryclearlythatour
security forces are mobilised day
and night,” Macron said during a
visit to Croatia, promising “maximum mobilisation” of French
forces, with reservists and drones
watchingthecoast. REUTERS

Increasing
bids to cross
● Channel

THIS YEAR has seen more attempts by migrants from
West Asia and Africa to cross
the Channel by boat, according to data cited by officials.
Experts say this does not necessarily show an increase in
the number of migrants trying to get to the UK, but a
change in the way they travel.
Authorities have stepped up
their crackdown on the smuggling of migrants into the UK
on trucks, causing an increase
in the number of attempts by
migrant to cross the Channel
using small boats. In October
2019, as many as 39 migrants
were found dead in a truck
that had taken them to UK
from Europe.

British Sikh teen
stabbed to death in
London robbery

Rohingya refugees arrive at Bangladesh’s Chittagong boat club to board vessels that take
them to Bhasan Char island. AP

Bangladesh sends hundreds more
Rohingya refugees to remote island
JULHAS ALAM

DHAKA, NOVEMBER 25
BANGLADESH ON Thursday began relocating hundreds of
Rohingyarefugeestoanislandin
the Bay of Bengal, despite ongoing concerns from rights groups
overtheconditionsonthevulnerable low-lying island and that no
refugees should be sent forcibly.
The Rohingya are a Muslim
ethnic group, over 700,000 of
whom fled persecution and violence
in
neighboring
Myanmar in August 2017.
Bangladesh has been sheltering

1.1 million of the refugees in
crowded camps near its coast.
A UN-sponsored investigation in 2018 recommended the
prosecution of Myanmar’s top
militarycommandersoncharges
of genocide, war crimes and
crimes against humanity for the
violence against the Rohingya.
A senior Bangladeshi official
overseeing the relocation,
Mohammad Shamsud Douza,
said that a navy ship would take
379 refugees from Chattogram
city to the Bhashan Char Island
which lies off the country’s
southeastern coast.
“They are going there volun-

tarily. All the 379 refugees have
chosentolivethereforabetterand
securelife,”hetoldAP.“Authorities
willtakecareofeverything—from
foodtomedicine,”headded.
The government began sendingRohingyarefugeestotheisland
elevenmonthsago,andsaysitcan
nowaccommodateupto100,000.
Douza said a total of 1,500
refugeeswouldbetransportedto
theislandinphasesoverthenext
few weeks. Previously, about
19,000refugeeswererelocatedto
theislandfromCox’sBazarwhere
more than 1 million Rohingya
refugees from Myanmar live in
crowded camps.
AP

Italy takes in Nat Geo’s green-eyed ‘Afghan Girl’
REUTERS

ROME, NOVEMBER 25
ITALY HAS given safe haven to
Sharbat Gula, the green-eyed
“Afghan Girl” whose 1985 photo
in National Geographic became a
symbol of her country’s wars,
Prime Minister Mario Draghi’s
office said on Thursday.
The government intervened
after Gula asked for help to leave
AfghanistanfollowingtheTaliban
takeoverofthecountryinAugust,
a statement said, adding that her

Crimped by the coronavirus pandemic last year, the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade returned Thursday in full, though with precautions. Balloons, floats, marching bands, clowns
and performers — and, of course, Santa Claus — once again wended though 4 km of
Manhattan streets, instead of being confined to one block or sometimes pre-taped last year.

E X P L A I NE D

TOPOFTHE

USA
MACY’S THANKSGIVING PARADE RETURNS

Sharbat Gula. Reuters file
arrival was part of a broader programme to evacuate and integrate Afghan citizens.

US photographer Steve
McCurrytookthepictureof Gula
when she was a youngster, living in a refugee camp on the
Pakistan-Afghan border.
Her startling green eyes,
peering out from a headscarf
with a mixture of ferocity and
pain, made her know internationallybutheridentitywasonly
discovered in 2002 when
McCurry returned to the region
and tracked her down.
AnFBIanalyst,forensicsculptorandinventorofirisrecognition
all verified her identity, National

Geographic said at the time.
In2016,PakistanarrestedGula
forforginganationalidentitycard
in an effort to live in the country.
The then Afghan president,
Ashraf Ghani, welcomed her
backandpromisedtoensureshe
“lives with dignity and security
in her homeland”.
Since seizing power, Taliban
leaders have said they would respect women’s rights in accordance with Islamic law. But under Taliban rule from 1996 to
2001,womencouldnotworkand
girls were banned from school.

London: Scotland Yard officers
launched a murder investigation
on Thursday following the fatal
stabbingofaBritishSikhteenager
on a west London street.
The victim was identified as
16-year-old Ashmeet Singh.
The Metropolitan Police said
they were called to Raleigh Road
inSouthallonWednesdaynightto
reportsofastabbingandattended
along with paramedics from
LondonAmbulanceService(LAS).
“Despite the efforts of emergency services, he died at the
sceneashorttimelater,”theMet
Police said.
Social media footage shows
police officers battling in vain to
save the victim’s life in a front
garden.According totheEvening
Standard, Singh’sfriends fearthe
British Sikh boy was attacked for
a fake Gucci bag he always carried with him.
“I knew him, he was a good
guy. His friends are all saying he
was stabbed over this Gucci bag,
it wasn’t even real...,” a local
shopkeeper was quoted as saying by the newspaper.
PTI

ICC cuts Islamist
radical’s sentence
in Timbuktu case

TheHague:InternationalCriminal
Court appeals judges have cut by
two years the sentence of an
Islamist radical who pleaded
guilty to overseeing the destructionofhistoricmausoleumsinthe
Malian desert city of Timbuktu,
the court announced Thursday.
AhmadAlFaqiAlMahdi,aformerteacher,wassentencedtonine
years in 2016 for the war crime of
intentionallyattackingbuildingsof
areligiousandhistoricalcharacter.
He pleaded guilty and expressed
remorseforhisroleinthedestruction of nine mausoleums and a
mosque door by pickax-wielding
rebelsinJuneandJulyof 2012.
He is now set to complete his
sentence on Sept 18, 2022.
The panel of judges cited as a
reason for cutting his sentence Al
Mahdi’s cooperation with prosecutors. Mali had opposed any reduction, arguing that “the people
ofMali...havenotfullyhealedfrom
the wounds caused by the misdeeds”hecommitted.
AP

EU regulator
approves first
Covid shot for
5-11 year olds

MIKE CORDER
& MARIA CHENG

THE HAGUE, NOVEMBER 25
THE EUROPEAN Union’s drug
regulator on Thursday authorisedPfizer’scoronavirusvaccine
for use on children from 5 to 11
years old, clearing the way for
shots to be administered to millionsof elementaryschoolpupils
amid a new wave of infections
sweeping across the continent.
It is the first time the
European Medicines Agencyhas
cleared a Covid-19 vaccine for
use in young children.
The agency said it “recommended granting an extension
of indication for the Covid-19
vaccine Comirnaty to include
use in children aged 5 to 11.”
After evaluating a study of
the vaccine in more than 2,000
children,theEMAestimatedthat
thevaccinewasabout90%effective in preventing symptomatic
Covid-19 in young children and
said the most common side effects were pain at the injection
site, headaches, muscle pain and
chills. The agency said the twodose regimen should be given to
children three weeks apart.
At least one country facing
spiking infections didn’t wait for
the EMAapproval.Authorities in
the Austrian capital, Vienna, already have begun vaccinating
the 5 to 11 age group. Europe is
currently at the epicenter of the
pandemic and the World Health
Organization has warned the
continent could see deaths top 2
million by the spring unless urgent measures are taken.
The EMA green light for the
vaccine developed by Pfizer and
German company BioNTech has
toberubber-stampedbytheEU’s
executive branch, the European
Commission, before health authorities in member states can
begin administering shots.
Earlier this week, Germany’s
health minister Jens Spahn said
shipping of vaccines for younger
children in the EU would begin
on Dec. 20.
The US signed off on Pfizer’s
kids-sized shots earlier this

The European Medicines
Agency authorised the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for
the 5-11 age group. AP file

German Covid
deaths pass
100,000 mark
Berlin: Germany crossed the
threshold of 100,000 Covid19-related deaths on
Thursday with a surge in infectionsposingachallengefor
thenewgovernment.Another
351 people have died from
coronavirus, bringing the total since the start of the pandemic to 100,119, data from
the Robert Koch Institute for
infectious diseases showed.
The number of new daily
cases hit a new record of
75,961.“Thedayonwhichwe
mustmourn100,000victims
of the coronavirus is a sad
one,” outgoing Chancellor
AngelaMerkelsaid. REUTERS
month, followed by other countries including Canada.
Pfizer tested a dose that is a
thirdoftheamountgiventoadults
for elementary school-age children. Even with the smaller shot,
children who are 5 to 11 years old
developed coronavirus-fighting
antibody levels just as strong as
teenagersandyoungadultsgetting
the regular-strength shots, Dr. Bill
Gruber, a Pfizer senior vice president,toldAPinSeptember.
ButthestudiesdoneonPfizer’s
vaccine in children haven’t been
bigenoughtodetectanyrareside
effects from the second dose, like
thechestandheartinflammation
thathasbeenseeninmostlymale
olderteensandyoungadults. AP

US court finds three guilty of
murdering Ahmaud Arbery
THE NEW YORK TIMES

BRUNSWICK(GEORGIA),NOV25
THREE WHITE men were found
guilty of murder and other
charges on Wednesday for the
pursuit and fatal shooting of
Ahmaud Arbery, a 25-year-old
Blackman,inacasethat,together
with the killing of George Floyd,
helped inspire the racial justice
protests in the US last year.
The three defendants —
Travis McMichael, 35; his father,
Gregory McMichael, 65; and
their neighbour William Bryan,
52—facesentencesofuptolifein
prison. The men have also been
indicted on separate federal
charges, including hate crimes
and attempted kidnapping, and
are expected to stand trial in

February on those charges.
Theverdictsuggestedthatthe
jury agreed with prosecutors’ argumentsthatArberyposednoimminentthreattothemenandthat
the men had no reason to believe
hehadcommittedacrime,giving
them no legal right to chase him
through their suburban neighbourhood. “You can’t start it and
claimself-defence,”theleadprosecutorarguedinherclosingstatements.“Andtheystartedthis.”
The outcome of the trial drew
praise from Arbery’s family, who
had watched the proceedings
from inside the courthouse for
weeks,andfromcivilrightsleaders
andactivistsacrossthecountry.
“I never thought this day
would come, but God is good,”
said Wanda Cooper-Jones,
Arbery’s mother.
NYT

HE IS SET TO TAKE OFFICE AS GERMANY’S NEW CHANCELLOR NEXT MONTH

He convinced voters he would be like Merkel. But who is Olaf Scholz?

KATRIN BENNHOLD

BERLIN, NOVEMBER 25
OLAF SCHOLZ succeeded in his
campaign to become the next
chancellorof Germanyprimarily
by convincing voters that he
would be very much like the
toweringandlong-servingfigure
he will replace: Angela Merkel.
Terse, well-briefed and abstaining from any gesture of triumph, Scholz not only sounded
like the outgoing conservative
chancellor, he perfected the art
of embodying her aura of stability and calmtothe pointof holding his hands togetherin her signature diamond shape.

“He’s like a soccer player who
studied videos of another player
andchangedhisgame,”saidRobin
Alexander, a political observer.
“Fromtemperamentandpolitical
styleallthewaydowntofacialexpression, Scholz now channels
Merkel.IfScholzwasawoman,he
wouldwearpantsuits.”
As Scholz unveiled his new
governmentWednesdayandprepares to take office next month,
onequestionforGermanyandfor
the whole of Europe and the
world is, can he deliver and fill
Merkel’s very big shoes?
Rarely has a German leader
come into office with so many
burning crises.
As soon as he is sworn in as

chancellor in early December,
Scholz will have to deal with a
surgingpandemic,tensionsatthe
Polish-Belarussian border, a
Russian president mobilising
troops on Ukraine’s eastern border,amoreconfrontationalChina
andalessdependableUS.
“The pressure is huge,” said
Jana Puglierin of the European
CouncilonForeignRelations.“The
newgovernmentistakingofficein
a situation that has been heating
up on multiple fronts. And when
it comes to foreign policy, Olaf
Scholzremainsabitofanenigma.”
Indeed, which Scholz will
show up as chancellor in two
weeksisamatterof intensespeculation.AlifelongSocialDemocrat,

Scholz on election night in September. AP
Scholz,63,hasbeenafamiliarface
in German politics for more than
two decades and served in two
governments led by Merkel’s
Christian Democratic Party, most
recentlyasherfinanceminister.
But he has also been some-

thing of a political chameleon, a
pragmaticpoliticianwhostraddles
leftandrightsoeasilyitisattimes
hardtoknowwherehestands.
Born in Osnabrück, northern
Germany, Scholz grew up in
Hamburg,thecityhewouldlater

run as mayor. His grandfather
was a railway man; his parents
worked in textiles. He and his
brothers were the first in his
family to go to university.
He was still in high school
when he joined the Social
Democrats.AfieryyoungSocialist,
he spent a decade as a labour
lawyerdefendingworkersthreatenedbyfactoryclosures.Then,as
secretary-generalofhispartyunder the last centre-left administration of Chancellor Gerhard
Schröder, he defended painful
labourmarketreformswithamachinelike efficiency that earned
himthenickname“Scholzo-mat”.
Whenhewasfirstelectedinto
Parliament, he sat with the left

wingofhisparty.Today,heisconsideredtobetotherightof much
of its base — not unlike President
Joe Biden in the US, with whom
he is sometimes compared.
ButlikewithBiden,somesee
some leftist reflexes.
Scholz lost his party’s leadershipcontesttoapairofleftiststwo
years ago but surprised and impressed some of his fiercest critics in his own party when he
pulled out a “bazooka” of hundreds of billions of euros in state
aidtohelpstrugglingworkersand
businesses during the pandemic.
Some hope that this — and
his election campaign theme
centered on respect for the
workingclasses—wasproof that

New Delhi

the youthful idealist who mellowed into a post-ideological
centrist might be turning more
radical again in his 60s.
“The bazooka was a big moment,” said Kevin Kühnert, an
outspoken left-winger and one
of the Social Democrats’ deputy
leaders.“Itwasthebelatedpeace
withhisparty.And itwasthebeginning of a deeper social transformation he’s hoping for.”
Scholz, who reportedly lost
12kgandstoppeddrinkingalcohol before the election, has long
been underestimated.Hehasalways played a long game. His
ambition to become chancellor
dates back to 2011, according to
a close ally.
NYT
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City beat PSG,
both reach CL
knockouts
MANCHESTER: Fresh from scoring
Manchester City’s winner, Gabriel Jesus
surely would not have intended to have a dig
at Paris Saint-Germain. Even if the striker’s
comment after City’s 2-1 win Wednesday —
as both teams advanced in the Champions
League — didcut to theheart of the contrasts
intheirperformances.“Wehavealotof players who can help the team,” he said.
“Everyone wants to give good balls to other
players. Nobody is selfish.”
PSG had its 11 players on the field at the
EtihadStadium—withLionelMessi,Neymar
and Kylian Mbappé leading the attack — but
it didn’t always seem there was a complete
team out there.
“They have a lot of quality,” City manager
Pep Guardiola said. “We try to keep the players far away from the goal.”
It was the less glamorous Brazilian attackeronthescoresheetratherthan Neymar
in the chill of Manchester. Brought off the
bench in the second half to give City a No. 9,
Gabriel Jesus completed the City comeback
with a scuffed shot after being teed up by
Bernardo Silva.
“We attack well in the spaces and the
quality from Bernardo,” Guardiola said.
“When you talk about the right technique, it
is that. The right tempo and doing it in the
right moment to give your team-mate the
best chance to score the goal.”
City clinched top spot in Group A and a
meeting with a runner-up in the round of 16
in February. “It was a bit frustrating in the
first half,” Silva said, “because it felt like we
were controlling the game, we felt like we
were pressing high, winning the ball, having
the possession but it felt like we were not
scoringagain.”Theclashof thecompetition’s
wealthiest teams, who are yet to win
European football’s top prize, fully came to
life in the 50th minute when Mbappé put
PSG ahead after an interchange between
Messi and Neymar.
But the attacking dominance by City that
defined the first half saw Raheem Sterling’s
outstretched left foot nudge in a cross from
Kyle Walker to equalize before the winner
came in the 76th. “After the goal we concededatthebeginningof thesecondhalf,the
team had a great reaction,” Silva said.
AP

RESULTS
Sheriff

0 3

Real Madrid

Liverpool

2 0

Porto

Man City

2 1

PSG

Club Brugge

0 5

RB Leipzig

Atetico Madrid

0 1

Milan

Sporting

3 1

Dortmund

JUNIOR WORLD CUP

Glimpse of the future:
India’s drag-flickers shine
Next generation of penalty corner specialists step up in 13-1 win over Canada
MIHIR VASAVDA

BHUBANESWAR, NOVEMBER 25
ONE ALLOWS the ball to fly into the net. The
other generates so much pace that the ball
zoomspastthegoalkeeperinmid-flight.And
the third lets it kiss the surface and thud into
the board.
Three set-piece specialists, three different styles, same result.
If the Junior World Cup is a glimpse into
the future, then India’s penalty corner routinesseemtobein safe handsgoingforward.
In Araijeet Singh Hundal, Sanjay Kumar and
Sharda Nand Tiwari, the junior team has
three cracking penalty corner takers, with
Abhishek Lakra being the fourth option.
Seven out of the 13 goals India scored
againstahaplessCanadainthesecondgroup
gamecamefromcorners.Thefacile13-1win
broughtthedefendingchampions’campaign
back on track after losing to France on
Wednesday. But it was the performance of
the penalty corner experts that stood out.
Chief coach Graham Reid would have
beentakingnotes,giventhattheretirements
of Rupinder Pal Singh and Birendra Lakra
have opened up two positions in the senior
team. On Thursday, Hundal and Sharda
Nand stepped up when Sanjay – who has
beenIndia’sgo-tomaninthefirsttwogames
- wasn’t on the pitch. And he’s been remarkably consistent.

Decade-old routine

RESULTS
Argentina 14

0 Egypt

Netherlands 12

5 Korea

Spain 17

0 United States

France 7

1 Poland

Canada 1

13 India

TODAY'S FIXTURES
■ South Africa vs Chile
■ Korea vs United States

He’sscoredahat-trickonconsecutivedaysand
inbothgames,he’sfollowedthesameroutine:
a pass gets injected from the baseline,
ManinderSinghstopsonthetopofthe'D'and
Sanjay flicks it powerfully, but never higher
than knee-length, into the goal.
Sanjay and Maninder, who also had his
name on the score sheet on Thursday, have
been pulling off this drill for almost 10 years.
Sanjay moved from Hisar to the Chandigarh
HockeyandFootballAcademyin2010,where
Maninder joined him a year later.
“We have been playing together for 10
yearsnow,sosome of themoveswemakeon
the field are purely based on instinct,”
Maninder says. The duo has been together
from their academy days to sub-junior teams
and now the Junior World Cup side. Against
France and Canada, they didn’t need to even
look up to find each other, and in penalty corners,theywereseamless.“Ithelps,playingtogetherforsuchalongtime.Itisnotlikeweexclusively practice short corner routines but

CROSSWORD 4596

Araijeet Singh Hundal in action on Thursday. Hockey India

■ Spain vs Netherlands
■ Argentina vs Germany
■ Malaysia vs Belgium
sinceweknoweachother’shabits,itbecomes
easier,” Sanjay adds. Sanjay’s calm defending
alongwithstrongdrag-flicks,whichheattributes to the tips received from national team
starHarmanpreetSingh,andManinder’sability to hustle defences have been among the
highlights of India’s first two matches.
Butfromtheteampointof view,Indiawill
be relieved just to return to winning ways,
given how little the margin of error is.

Team gelling together

Forallthetalkaboutspeedandskill,dribbles
and drag-flicks, it’s remarkable how somethingasbasic,andcritical,ascommunication
is taken for granted. Against France in their
opening game, it felt like 11 strangers wearing an India jersey had taken the field. Their

silencewasdeafening,andmysterious.Most
of theseplayershavebeentogetherforatleast
three-four years. Some, like Sanjay and
Maninder, have played together for almost
half their life. So have the trio from Tej
BahadurSingh’sAcademyinGhazipur,Uttar
Pradesh – Rahul Rajbhar, Vishnu Kant Singh
andUttamSingh,thelatterscoringtwogoals
in two matches.
On Thursday, the decibel level from the
Indian team was a big noticeable change.
Goalkeepers Prashant Chauhan and Pawan,
whoplayedalternatequarters,madesurethe
team kept the structure and barked out instructions to the defenders whether to go
longorplaytheballshort.Thedefenderswere
constantly talking to the midfielders, warningthemiftherewasaman-onorif theywere
venturing out of position. And the midfielders would let the forwards know when to
timetheforwardrunandwhentotrackback.
When someone erred, they weren’t shy
to give them a mouthful. And there were a
few such moments, especially when someone would miss-trap or concede possession
cheaply. Canada weren’t skillful and sharp
enoughtopunishIndia,whowillstillneedto
beat Poland to qualify for the quarterfinals.
ThedefeattoFrancemeansthebestIndiacan
do in the group stage is finish second, which
will mean a possible quarterfinal against
Belgium.
The European team, whose senior compatriots recently won gold at the Tokyo
Olympics,won’tbeaskindasCanadaandwill
pounceontheslightestof mistakesthehosts
make. And India won’t get a dozen opportunities, as they did against Canada.

Cariappa: lighter, fitter
and closer to the target
ABHISHEK PUROHIT
NOVEMBER 25

“I was lost. I was depressed. I thought my
cricket is over.”
KC Cariappa had gone from debuting in
IPL 2015 for Kolkata Knight Riders with a
price tag of 2.4 crore to not getting a single
game for Karnataka since March 2019. He
hadlostmotivationtoworkonhisfitnessand
his weight had ballooned to 95 kg, at least
10-12 kilos extra even for his six-foot frame.
“I had been dropped from the Karnataka
sideafterdoingwell.Thatwasplayingonmy
mind,”Cariappa,whoalsorepresentsBankof
Baroda,says.“MushtaqAlihasbeenthemain
tournament for me and I was not getting the
chance. I was unsold in the IPL also.
“After having played so much cricket in
the heat, you won’t go and just work in bank.
That motivation won’t come.”
Then the 27-year-old got a call from
Rajasthan Royals head of cricket Zubin
Bharucha asking him to come for a trial.
“They told me we have been seeing your
bowling from the time you were picked for
KKR in 2015.”
The spinner did enough at the trial to be
bought for his base price of Rs 20 lakh in the
IPLauctioninFebruary.Buttherewasnoway
he was getting a game with the state of his
fitness. That is when the motivation switch
flicked again and the turnaround began.
“His skinfold reading was around 123125 when we started. After the Mushtaq Ali
tournament, it was 80,” said RR and now
Karnataka strength and conditioning coach
AT Rajamani Prabhu. Skinfold is a test to
measure body fat. A reading over 130 is considered poor for athletes, 100-plus is below
average.
In the recent Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy,
CariappanotonlymadehisKarnatakacomeback, he was also their highest wicket-taker
in their run to the final, with 12 strikes at an
economy-rate of only 5.63.
He was also Karnataka’s most economical bowler in their 2018-2019 SMAT title win
– 10 wickets, economy 5.02 -- but had been
ignored since.
He says hisparents were the main source
of support when he was worrying that his
careerwasfinished.“Myparentstoldmethat
cricket is your first preference, so you give
your best. You perform well, then also if they
don’t pick you, then it is their loss.”
Once RR had picked him, Rajamani saw
that Cariappa’s speed and agility wasn’t too
bad.
“He is a really strong guy, a natural athlete,” Rajamani says. “The main thing was to
reduce the fat. So we made changes in his
diet.”
More than totally avoiding specific foods,

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

Karnataka spinner KC Cariappa.
suchaswhitericeforinstance,Rajamanisays
it is about moderation. “I never tell anyone
to stop anything.Whichever food they like,if
we tell them to stop, they will not stop it. I
only tell them to be careful.”
Nutritionist Divya KP, who has been consulting with Cariappa from the IPL, says they
had to work through some limitations.
“During IPL season, you have late-night
matches, then you come back to the hotel
and your dinners are around 1 or 2am. There
were the usual cheat meals and all, but overall I’d say we were able to stick to around 80
percentof hisplan.Frommorningtoevening,
whatever he was eating, he had to report to
me.”
Within three months, Cariappa lost 6-7
kg. During the pandemic’s second-wave
lockdown, he bought equipment so that he
could work out at home. Rajamani took government permission to send his trainers
across the state border from Chennai to
Bengaluru to work with the Karnataka players, including Cariappa.
Finally, after all the effort behind the
scenes, the moment of reckoning arrived at
the start of this month. Karnataka’s first
SMAT group game was against Mumbai.
Cariappa was understandably nervous
themorningof thegame.Healsoknew,however, that a good performance against
Mumbai would not go unnoticed. “They had
a strong team. Ajinkya Rahane, Prithvi Shaw,
Shivam Dube. I was thinking I should take
twowicketsatleast,thatIshouldtakePrithvi
Shaw’s wicket.”
He would go on to open the bowling for
Karnataka and dismiss Rahane, Shaw and
Dube – the latter two were bowled -- for figures of 4-0-26-3. In the final against Tamil
Nadu, he removed opener N Jagadeesan and
skipper Vijay Shankar to return 4-0-23-2.
Cariappa has seen the high of the crores
straight out of near anonymity, and the low
of near anonymity staring at him again. And
he’s come through it to have another shot.

DAY TODAY
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Relations with
children should have
improved. If there
are still questions to
be answered, then it may be
that you've been looking in
the wrong direction. Try a
spot of lateral thinking. What I
mean is that the solutions
may lie in the most
unlikely areas.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
The current phase in
the lunar month is
always slightly tense,
but you could be
surprised at how well things
turn out in the end. Your whole
approach will soon be
vindicated, possibly when
children or younger relations
finally realise how right you
have been.

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS
1 Dance band instruments
(8)
5 They’re laid unevenly
(4)
9 An animal or bird that runs
from left to right (5)
10 A help or a hindrance in
the works (7)
11 It won’t keep you fully
occupied (4-4,4)
13 Fighting a lawsuit (6)
14 Formal proposal to put it
back in a month’s time (6)
17 Sporting event that has its
ups and downs (12)
20 Observe slight upset; not
the reverse (7)
21 Willing to go on to the end
of the story (5)
22 Bringer of love and life?
(4)
23 It brings about a military
rising (8)

DOWN
1 Grip in which possessions
are carried aboard (4)
2 Run into some of the
defence (7)
3 Contenders in the high
jump (12)
4 Bit of a bloomer letting it
slip out (6)
6 Wild dog in Australia (5)
7 Unproductive but
impressive (8)
8 Don’t take legal action for
nothing (4,2,6)
12 Every year one may await
its return with added interest
(8)
15 Invest in a unit of the open
market (7)
16 Cut over a quarter? That’s
serious (6)
18 Presley lives anew (5)
19 Instrument that doesn’t
ring true? (4)

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You’re not out of the
woods yet so keep
your guard up. It is
difficult to see
whether you have been battling
at work or at home, but it may
be both. In this case, you should
aim for a well-earned rest over
the coming few days. Hopefully,
a pressing commitment can
be shelved.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
A stunning
relationship
between the Sun and
Jupiter suggests a
moment of supreme creativity,
probably affecting financial
matters, foreign contacts and
ethical questions, not to
mention educational
possibilities. It goes without
saying that benefits may accrue
in all these areas.

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Hopefully the way is
now much clearer as
far as monetary
issues are
concerned. If you have to rectify
a financial situation, or any
other personal matter, spare a
little time for the finer points.
Plus, you’re closer to the
resolution of a personal
dilemma than you feared, but
not necessarily in the manner
you thought.

Givenbelowarefourjumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selectthelettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Facethefactsof___whatyouare,forthatiswhat___whatyouare.-SorenKierkegaard
(5,.,7)
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SUDOKU 4666

JUMBLED WORDS

DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappearineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns,in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.
DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4665

SolutionsCrossword4595:Across:1 Singapore,8Filed,9Baptist,10Morose,11
Defect,12Initials,15Dispense,18Botany,20Roller,21Auditor,22Nitre,23Toa
degree.Down:2 Irate,3Gather,4Position,5Effort,6Also-ran,7Adversity,11
Deodorant,13Icebound,14Isolate,16Eyelet,17String,19Noose.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
If you need proof
that you are on the
right track, try
asking close
companions. People you live or
work with day in and day out
may have difficulty finding
exactly the right words but,
even when they’re not telling
the whole truth, you know
what they really mean.

New Delhi

BY PETER VIDAL
LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
No doubt you are a
mite confused. This
is just as it should be,
for the planets
favour all things mysterious and
unknown. However, they are
also keeping you hard at work,
so there is no time to muddle
around. If a partner tries
meddling in matters which are
none of their business, then
you’ll be forced to redefine
your boundaries.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Let things take their
own course and
you’ll save yourself
all sorts of trouble. If
you have a mind for your own
survival, you’ll leave strangers,
partners, friends, lovers and
acquaintances to solve their
own silly quibbles. Don’t let
them hold you back.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
You may have taken a
moderate battering,
but I think it’s now
safe to lift your head
above the trenches. You may
even make a few moves behind
the scenes which will set you up
for future prosperity. Don’t bank
on quick profits though, for
initial impressions are bound to
be misleading.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Seldom have you
been in such a strong
position to name
your price or dictate
your terms. For once you have
both the facts and their deeper
implications at your disposal,
which means you’re one step
ahead of everyone else. It’s all a
question of finding the right
way to say what you want.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
You may soon find
yourself back to
square one over a
financial or
professional matter. Actually this
is a good thing, and you should
also make it your goal to get back
to the roots in your emotional
life. Once you’ve established a
sense of certainty, then you’ll be
free to experiment.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Youshouldnow
beginanew
emotionaljourney
andenjoyaprocessof
unravellingyourdeepest
motives.Someoneclosemay
havetriedyourpatience,butI
don’tthinkyoushouldconcern
yourself withthisanylonger.
Ultimately,theyneedto
recognisetheirownproblems
beforeanyoneelsecan
helpthem.

SOLUTION: HEAVE, ANISE, HONCHO, BOGGLE
Answer: Face the facts of being what you are, for that is what changes what you are. Soren Kierkegaard
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SathiyanentersRD
32ofTTWorlds
Houston:India's G Sathiyan progressed
to the men's singles third round at the
WorldTableTennis
Championships
witha4-0winover
Russia's Vladimir
Sidorenko . The
world number 37
from India defeated his 179thranked opponent
11-9,11-9,11-8,116 in the round of
64. Sathiyan next faces world number
17ArunaQuadriofNigeriaintheround
of 32. India's top-ranked player, world
number 30 Sharath Kamal, had a suffered a disappointing opening round
loss on Tuesday. However, Sharath can
still make an impact in the men's doubles alongside Sathiyan and in mixed
doubles alongside Archana Kamath.
Sharath and Archana entered the
round of 32 with a 3-0 win over
Algeria's Sami Kherouf and Katia
Kessaci.
PTI

Sindhusailsinto
Indonesiaquarters
Bali: Top Indian shuttlers PV Sindhu
and B Sai Praneeth progressed to the
quarterfinals but former champion
Kidambi Srikanth made an early exit
in the second round of the Indonesia
OpenSuper1000tournamenthereon
Thursday. Two-timeOlympicmedallistSindhuhardlybrokeasweattowin
the second round clash 21-12 21-18
against world No. 26 Germany's
Yvonne Li in 37 minutes at the USD
850,000event.Inthewomen'ssingles
quarterfinals, the reigning world
champion, seeded third, will face
South Korea's Sim Yujin. Praneeth
stavedoff aspiritedfightfromFrance's
worldNo.70ChristoPopov,claiminga
21-17 14-21 21-19 win in a gruelling
matchthatlastedanhourand23minutes.TheworldNo.16Indianwillmeet
Olympicchampionandformerworld
no No. Viktor Axelsen of Denmark
next.
PTI

Olympicgoldmedallist
Gebrselassie readyto
joinwaragainstrebels
Addis Ababa: Ethiopian Olympic gold
medallist and national hero Haile
GebrselassiepledgedonWednesdayto
join the fight against rebellious forces
inhiscountry,aftertheprimeminister
saidhehadgonetodirectthewarfrom
the front lines. The 48-year-old retired
champion, who set 27 long distance
running records, told Reuters that he
felt compelled to join up because
Ethiopia's existence was under threat.
Haile, his lithe, athletic frame dressed
inbusinessattire,saidhebelievedsport
wasabout"peaceandlove".Buthedefended his decision to join the fight
against rebellious Tigrayan forces and
theirallies,wholastmonththreatened
to march on the capital Addis Ababa.
"What would you do when the existence of a country is at stake? You just
putdowneverything.Alas,nothingwill
bind you. I am sorry!"

REUTERS

I’d like him (Arsene Wenger) to be much
closer personally to me because it would be a
great help for the club. Things take time and
he has to dictate those timings.”
MIKEL ARTETA - ON WENGER’S POSSIBLE RETURN TO ARSENAL

Iyer: OK Tested

Debutant’s unbeaten 75 off 136 helps India reach 258 for 4 on Day 1; Ravindra Jadeja batting on 50
He seemed to come into the Test match
with a vivid grasp of this format’s requireKANPUR, NOVEMBER 25
ments, with a sense of game awareness a lot
ofcricketerstakeyearstodevelop.IyertheredKANPURISacityobsessedwithheroes.Inthe ball batsman seemed antithetical to Iyer the
precincts of the railway station, there still T20 batsman.
hangsthebillboardsof AmitabhBachanfrom
Hewasquicktoeradicatehismistakestoo.
the movie Coolie, which was shot in the city. So,afterhewassquaredupbyoff-spinnerWill
At the entrance to the city, a large poster of Somerville’s away-spinner, he narrowed his
Neeraj Chopra winks.
stance, and looked to play him from a more
Almost every crumbling red-tiled wall in side-on position. When facing Jamieson, he
the city has a familiar heroic face peering at cut down his shuffle, so as not to get caught
you. But, at the Green Park, it seemed like a on the move, if he curled one viciously back
dayof nearlyheroes,beforedebutantShreyas intohim,enhancingthelbwrisk.Asthenerves
IyerburstforthasthenewIndianbattinghero, eased out, his hands became less stiff and his
pouncing into the act like a knight in times of feet discovered its rhythm. He also didn’t let
a crisis and stealing the limelight on a sunny those close calls —the edge that fell short of
but balmy day.
Williamson,thedroppedleg-sidecatchorthe
Iyer joined Ajinkya Rahane at the depar- outrageously close lbw — gnaw at him, a testure of Cheteshwar Pujara, for a laboured 26 timony to his temperament.
off 88balls.ShubmanGillhadmadeastrokeJust at this time, New Zealand exposed
filled 52. But India had slipped to 103/3 after their own debutant Rachin Ravindra to him.
lunch. Iyer adequately illustrated his judge- Iyerrelishedtheopportunityoffacingarookie
ment and adaptability to this level of cricket.
part-time spinner, and took him on. In a typThoughAjinkyaRahaneperishedmidway ical old-fashioned subcontinental method,
through a cruising partnership, Iyer contin- once a trademark of the Mumbai school of
ued India’s recovery act with a defiant, un- batsmanship, he danced down the track and
beaten 75, ensuring that the team ended the lofted him over extra-cover. He was undayonarosytotalof258/4,onethatseemsal- abashed in using his feet to to left-arm spinready daunting on a pitch with variance in ners and smear them over cover. Most batsbounce on the veryfirst day.
men,eventhosefromthesubcontinent,prefer
Iyer’s was an innings of
hittingfromthecreasethese
two halves. The second half
days.
was racy and exciting; the
Hethensteppedoutand
first was tentative and fortucarved Patel over extraitous. But it’s the virtues that
cover,andwhenhedropped
he exhibited in the first part
the length ever so slightly,
that might nourish his Test
late-cut him off the stumps,
career
to
bloom.
much like his coach Rahul
Understandably, his nerves
Dravid in his pomp.
frayed,manifestinginleaden
Later in the innings, an
feet and hard hands at the
even better shot was exestart. Fifth ball of his innings,
cutedagainstPatel,thistime
with not a run on his ledger,
chargingdownthetrackand
he looked to loft Ajaz Patel
cracking him against the
outof Kanpur,butwasfortuturn over mid-wicket. The
nate that the resultant edge Shubman Gill made a
Kanpurcrowdreservedtheir
just eluded a back-pedalling stroke-filled 52.
PTI most piercing applause for
Kane Williamson at long-on.
this stroke. Towards the end
Shortly,heplayedandmissed
of the day, applause of simiafewKyleJamiesonballs,tentativelystabbing lar decibels reverberated in the stadium, as
attheball.Buthedidsurvivethroughthattime Ravindra Jadeja shed his inhibitions, exploitof tumult. Rahane deserves a bit of credit in ing the fatigue of New Zealand’s bowlers.
shepherding him. Every time, he was beaten
It was not a long, hot day in the sun, but it
orstrokedacrispstrokestraighttothefielder, was a day when they had come so close to
he would walk up to him and allay his wor- grabbing the honours, but failed to. He bruries.Likeanobedientdisciple,hewouldkeep talised Sommerville over mid-wicket, after
nodding his head.
blastingJamiesonthroughcovers.ButlikeIyer,
Hethensteeledhimself tonotevenimag- he was watchful early on in their unbroken
ineattemptinganimpetuousstroke.Hewore association of 113 runs. A potentially matcha web of caution around him, attempting defining alliance.The Green Park crowd innothing silly, even if New Zealand tempted stantly fell in love with Iyer, with chants of
him with half volleys outside the off-stumps “Iyer, Iyer…” filling the crisp evening air. Iyer
and width. But he resisted the temptations, waved his bat at them when he walked back,
even though Rahane began to expand, and and they went delirious, thronging the walls
eventually misjudged the bounce of a that demarcates the open stands from the
Jamiesonballandchoppeditontothestumps. pavilion. Kanpur has discovered a new hero
ThiswasthebestRahanehadlookedinrecent to adorn its walls.
times,butforthatmomentofindiscretionthat
pushed India to 145/4.
SCORECARD: India 1st Innings: Mayank
But Iyer remained unswayed. There is a Agarwal c Tom Blundell b Jamieson 13,
certain way you expect Iyer to bat, based ShubmanGill bJamieson 52,CheteshwarPujara
largely on how he bats in white-ball cricket. cTomBlundellbSouthee 26, AjinkyaRahane b
There is a streak of insouciance about him, a Jamieson 35,ShreyasIyer batting 75,Ravindra
sprinkling of flashiness that borders on reck- Jadeja batting 50
lessness.Hispercentagestrokesaretheslashes Extras: (b-1, lb-1, w-1, nb-4) 7
over covers, the swipes past point, the upper Total: 258/4 in 84 overs
cuts and slogs.
Fall of wickets: 21-1, 82-2, 106-3, 145-4
But he tore all those perceptions, thus Bowling: Tim Southee 16.4-3-43-1, Kyle
demonstrating that he has other gears in his Jamieson 15.2-6-47-3, Ajaz Patel 21-6-78-0,
saddle, the stomach for a fight, the mind for WilliamSomerville24-2-60-0,RachinRavindra
attrition and a sense of opportunism.
7-1-28-0.

SANDIPG

Shreyas Iyeradequatelyillustratedhisjudgementand adaptabilitytothislevelof cricketinhisunbeaten knockof 75runs.

AP

Swing, seam, and reverse swing:
Jamieson’s bag of tricks fox batters
variations.Sometimeshetiltsthewristsmore,
sometimes less. With the dexterity of a piano
player,heworkshisfingersovertheballtoproduce his whims.

SANDIPG

KANPUR,NOVEMBER25
KYLE JAMIESON invokes a familiar dread in
the mind of India’s batsmen. The beanpole
seamerhadharassedtheminWellingtonand
Christchurch;hauntedtheminSouthampton;
and in the latest exhibition of his seemingly
limitless prowess, bitten them at their backyard in Kanpur too, ticking a large box in his
resume,theresourcefulnesstobealethalforce
in Asia.
Everyoverseasbowler,nomatterhowsuccessful he has been in his own terrain, comes
with question marks on his effectiveness in
Asian climes. They are often judged by that
yardstick too - the inverse of Asian spinners
producingmatch-winningspellsabroad.Even
moresoforsomeonefromNewZealand.Even
someoftheirfinestswing-seambowlingmerchants, like Tim Southee, Trent Boult and Neil
Wagner, have struggled to replicate their genius in India, a reason the country remains an
unconquered peak for them. But what they
couldnot,JamiesoncouldinanexemplaryexhibitionofpreciseseambowlinginhisfirstTest
match in Asia, looking more like a seasoned
virtuoso than a first-timer.
Most of the success stories of foreign pace
bowlers involve extreme pace or reverse
swing.DaleSteynandJamesAndersonforinstance. Jamieson barely nudges 140kph. That
he could reverse-swing became evident only
on Thursday. But what he has is the ability to
procure swing and seam, both subtle and noticeable,conventionalandreverse,controland
discipline. The ball that Mayank Agarwal
nicked behind was a conventional outswinger, his stock ball. But Agarwal was wait-

Point of impact

Kyle Jamieson dismissed Mayank
Agarwal, Shubman Gill, and Ajinkya
Rahane on Day One.
AP
ing for inward seam movement, and hence
was sucked into the half-defensive prod.
Similarly,ShubmanGillwasexpectingconventionalinwardseammovement,hegotareverse-swinging corker that moved devilishly
into him. He stood stupefied. “I didn't expect
the ball to reverse that early in the game,” Gill
later admitted. Here, thus, is a bowler who
couldbowlthesameballindifferentways.He
could make the ball move into the right-hander with orthodox seam as well as reverse
seam.Hecouldswingtheballaway,aswellas
seamtheballaway.Hecouldseamtheballinto
the right-handeraswellasreverse-swingthe
ball into him. In his post-lunch spell, he resortedtoboth,muddlingthebatsmen’smind.
Likeallgoodseamers,heattainsthesewith
minor changes in his release and wrists positions. Watch how loosely he holds the ball. It
allowsawristflickformorerotation.Theones
that move noticeably are propelled with a
morevigoroussnapofthewriststhantheones
that are not.He uses swing as a spinner does

Fuse his mastery of seam manipulation
withheightandcommandof length,heturns
intoabehemothofafastbowler.Theballisreleased from such a towering height, accentuatedbyhishigh-armrelease,thatevenfroma
goodlength,theballtakesoffmorethanitdoes
with shorter bowlers. The point of impact is
muchhigheronthebat,areasonbatsmenare
hesitanttocommitfullyforwardwhenfacing
him. The height makes him even more difficult to negotiate on a surface with variable
bounce, as was the Green Park pitch. Ajinkya
Rahane will confess. A lot of Jamieson’s balls
had arrived at hip height, but the one he
dragged on barely crossed over his waist. The
variance of bounce is more pronounced than
shorter bowlers.
Equally praiseworthy is his control over
lengths. Most bowlers have a preferred operatinglength;Jamieson’sisgoodlength,buthe
is equally comfortable bowling fuller, like the
Gillballthatwasquitefull.Hecouldbowlshort
too, uncomfortably into the body. Gill would
againacknowledge,asJamiesonhadsubjected
him to a short ball barrage in the World Test
Championship final. That his three wickets of
the day were of different lengths underlines
the point —Agarwal with a good length ball,
GillwithafulloneandRahanewithaback-oflength one.
In all there is little that he can’t do. So consummate that batsmen should be thankful
that he is spared of lightning pace. He would,
then, have been nigh unplayable.

Magnus vs Nepo: A battle of contrasting styles and personalities
Surya Sekhar Ganguly
MY FIRST exposure to the World Chess
Championship was when I started working
with (Viswanathan) Anand before his match
against (Vladimir) Kramnik in 2008. Before
thatIabsolutelyhadnoideaaboutwhatkind
ofpreparationwasneeded.Irememberwhen
I first started working, our day started at
around11O’Clockinthemorningandended
at 1 O’ Clock at night. I was completely taken
abacktostartwith.ButgraduallyIgotusedto
the routine.
In chess, the higher you go up the ladder,
themoreyoufocusontheopening.Toomany
variations in openings are not ideal at a lower
level, but at the highest level, it becomes imperative. Different teams carry different ambiencestoa worldchampionship.Anandwas
never bossy, he would never say stuff like ‘I
need the work done in another three days’…
Our work atmosphere was very light. Most of
the time we even played music.
Every player has his own team and a certain work ethic. For Magnus (Carlsen), taking
time off from chess and playing another
sport is very important. Even during a tournament, he plays football or basketball outside chess. It’s sort of compulsory for his
team. Anand, on the other hand, preferred

to have light gym sessions.
I don’t have much idea about how (Ian)
Nepomniachtchi (nicknamed Nepo by
Americans)preparesforatournamentlikethe
world championship. But from whatever I
know, he is not a fitness freak like Magnus.
Even after the match starts, seconds becomeveryimportant,fortherolecomeswith
a lot of responsibility. It’s about doing work
and analysing a move for a player which can
determine the outcome of a world championship.Therivalcampisalsodoingthesame
thing, so you have to be aware of that also.
Andit’snotonlyaboutsuggestingamove,becausethepsychologicalaspectsalsobecome
very important.
Fromthatperspective,secondsneedtoplay
the role of a motivator as well. Like, at times,
our job was to remind Anand that ‘you are
Anand’. Pressure can do all sorts of things to
you. If you lose a game, you might lose confidence a bit. This kind of a relationship developsgradually.LikeifIworkwithAnandtoday,
IwillnothesitatetotellhimifIfeelsomething
needs to be corrected. That relationship you
developover15yearsofworkingtogether.But,
if I work with Magnus or Nepo’s team now, I
will be a tad hesitant.
Theworkyoudointhelead-up,thepreparation part, you basically work on different
openings and fix the match strategy. You give
the player different positions, you play training games with him. You work on the endgame.Forus,theprocessstartedeightmonths
priortotheworldchampionship.Wetookthe
odd breaks, but it was very challenging. Later,
we decided that it wasn’t a very healthy
process, especially for long-term training. It
was perfectly fine for the last one month (be-

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP:
FROM WHEN, WHAT TIME, AND THE RULES
■
■

FromNovember26toDecember14
December15isreservedfortie-break

Defending champion:
Magnus Carlsen
(Elo rating, 2855)

Start time:

Every game starts at 4.30
pm local time, 6 pm IST

Challenger:

Ian Nepomniachtchi
(Elo rating, 2782)

Number of games:

14; when a player reaches
7.5 points, he wins.

fore the match) or a fortnight. So for the
(Veselin) Topalov match, we used to wrap up
around 10 pm.

Tricks, tactics and more

Technical play is not Nepo’s strongest aspect and I am talking about the absolute elite
level here. His main strength is his imagination, tactics and tricks. He is very slippery, attested by his win record from completely losingpositions.Herevelsintakingrisks.Magnus’
game,ontheotherhand,ismoreoftechnique.
Heiswonderfullysolid.Sothisworldchampionship will see a big clash of styles. At the end
oftheday,Magnusisstillmuchstronger,aclear
favourite.Butthere’safeelingthatifthematch
goes deep, draws pile up and the score stays

Tie-break:

If the points are
level after 14
games, four tiebreak games will
be played in
rapid format,
with 25 minutes
for each player. If
it’s still level, two
blitz games will
be played.

Prize fund

Euros 2 million,
60% of that going
to winner and
40% to the
runner-up.

level, Nepo’s chances will increase.
See, every player knows that irrespective
of his preparation and how meticulous that
mightbe,hecouldfaceacompletelynewposition on the board real time. Permutations
and combinations are so high that you can’t
covereverything.Apartof aplayer’spreparation focuses on knowing the type/pattern of
anewpositionthatmightarise.Mind,Nepois
oneplayerwhohasaplusscoreoverMagnus.
At U-10 or U-12 level, Nepo had beaten
Magnustwiceintheclassicalformat.Hedoubled that at elite tournaments later. So there
was a time when head-to-head between the
twostoodat4-0infavourof Nepointheclassical format. Only recently, did Magnus win
his first match against Nepo. So at the mo-

ment,Nepoleads4-1.ButIdon’tthinkthiswill
give him a psychological upper hand in the
summitclash.Magnuswouldcoverthiswith
hisgreatermatchexperienceandalso,thebetter player always starts as a favourite.
I think what separates Magnus from the
rest is that he never plays a rash game. His
biggest strength is not his preparation. He
looks to wear down his opponents, the more
moves you play in a game, the better his
chancesbecome.Tome,heisthegreatestendgameplayerinthehistoryofchess.Hisenergy
is also a factor here.
Thisbasicallycomesfromhisinvolvement
in other sports like football. I have never seen
Magnusfinishingoffagameveryquickly,getting the better of his opponent in the opening. Players like (Garry) Kasparov, Anand and
(Levon)Aronianputinagreatdealof effortin
their preparations for openings. But Magnus’
wholeapproachislikehedoesn’twanttobeat
hisopponentintheopening.Ratherheprefers
to take a position quickly to put his opponent
under pressure. He prefers slow burn.
I have played against both Magnus and
Nepo. Against Nepo, I have played two
matches in classical format and a few rapid
and blitz. Against Magnus, I have played one
rapidandtwoclassical.WhenIplayedagainst
Nepo, he tried to outplay me in the opening,
using different tricks. Whereas Magnus always let the game flow, after taking a
favourable position.
Against Nepo, I was completely tricked at
the European Championship. Then, at the
worldteamevent,IhadapositionwhereIwas
staring at victory. But he countered that by
playingsuperfastandemployingmoretricks.
I had a one-piece advantage over him in that

gameandoncomputerevaluationIwas+2;a
completelywinningposition.Againstthat,his
moves were not necessarily the best ones if
you go by the book/computer, but his moves
werethebestintermsofpsychology.Heknew
hewasplayingagainstahumanandhiswhole
approach was to create a complete mess on
the board.
It led to crazy complications; his every
move giving his opponent different options.
The game ended in a draw and I faced the
same outcomes against him at the World
RapidandWorldBlitzalso.It’sverydifficultto
win against him from a winning position. On
theotherhand,whenhegetsabetterposition
on the board, he sweeps it.
If you ask me what’s the best way to
counter Nepo; a lot of time he would play
bluffs,hisbodylanguagewouldbetraytheactual state of the game… It’s important not to
take the bait and give him a counter.
As for Magnus, it’s nigh-on impossible to
find any weakness. But if you can upset his
rhythm, if you can create a position on the
boardbymakingmovesthatwoulddefylogic
– this is exactly Nepo’s strength – then you
might have a chance.
Sportevolvesandthebeautyof greatness
is that it stays aheadof its time. It was true for
(Bobby) Fischer, Kasparov, Anand and every
legend of the game. Magnus is a genius, well
ahead of his time.
GrandmasterSuryaSekharGangulywas
oneofViswanathanAnand’ssecondsandassisted him in winning the World
Championship matches against Vladimir
Kramnik and Veselin Topalov.
He spoke to Shamik Chakrabarty.
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Nutrition Gets
Better with Milk

Being a nutrient-dense food, milk
has more nutritional values
compared with any other food and,
therefore, comes across as a
wholesome meal in itself

O

UR ANCESTORS truly believed in the importance of good nutrition
and adequate diet for child growth and development, body maintenance and protection from diseases. In this regard, consumption of
milk has been considered a major part of our daily nutrition since
time immemorial. If we refresh our memories, we can easily recall
that we’ve been hearing about the goodness of milk right since our childhood
days.
Right from the time a child is born, the elders in the family advise the young one
to have mother’s milk — considered an ideal nutrition for babies as it is nearly a
perfect mix of vitamins, protein, and fat. Presence of these numerous nutrients
makes a significant contribution to meeting the body’s needs for calcium, magnesium, selenium, riboflavin, vitamin B12 and pantothenic acid (vitamin B5).
With a unique blend of 10 essential nutrients, consuming milk also promotes
health and prevents disease. Research has found that milk and milk products
are important in the prevention of osteoporosis, they reduce cardiovascular disease, decrease incidence of colon cancer, decrease insulin resistance (diabetes) and
help with weight management.
Milk is also known for its versatility as it is widely used as a main ingredient to
make thousands of foods and beverages, including yoghurt, smoothies, cheese,
milkshakes, ice cream, creams, flavoured milks, in coffee and of course as plain
milk. You can consume milk either hot or cold, again a feature of its versatility.
In a variety of Indian cuisines, especially South Indian, milk is widely used as an
integral ingredient to enhance the taste of curries, making them even more
sumptuous. Clearly, this versatile food is not just nutrient rich but also blends
well with our other favourite foods and beverage, making them health enriching
and tasty.
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Milk is the powerhouse of energy
Can milk be considered as a “generational
food” that is being passed on from one generation to another? What are your thoughts on
this?
Milk is intrinsically connected to the Indian culture
and is being consumed for many years. It has been
passed on from generations and shall be passed on to
generations to come, solely because of the benefits
that are associated with it. In fact, consumption of milk
has been mentioned in various ancient texts. For instance, the awareness of Cow Milk and its benefit is
well ingrained in our tradition and is espoused by ancient ayurvedic textbook such as Charaka Samhita.
What makes Milk a complete food in itself?
There is no denying the fact that milk is a wholesome
food. It contains almost all necessary macro and micro-nutrients such as fat, lactose, protein, calcium, vitamins and minerals. Milk is a good source of some of
the immunity-boosting nutrients such as lactose, casein and whey protein. Thus, it helps in fighting against
wide range of pathogens irrespective of their antigenic
make-up. Milk is also a good source of micro-elements
such as zinc and selenium, which have antioxidant effects, and helps in boosting the immune system. In addition, milk fat has essential fatty acids, which help in
cognitive development.
Consider this, one glassful of milk gives around 8
grams of carbohydrate, 4-6 grams of fat and 3-5 grams
of protein. Presence of such rich nutrients serves the
energy requirements of both adults and children. On
the other hand, presence of minerals in milk such as
calcium, phosphorus, magnesium, apart from the ones
mentioned earlier, are extremely essential for our bone
structure, teeth and overall body development. For example, there’s hardly any other better source of calcium than milk. In fact, there are not too many food
options that will give you so many nutrients in one go,
and hence, milk is considered to be a complete and a
wholesome food in itself.
In recent times, what are the various activities conducted by Mother Dairy to create
awareness regarding the consumption of milk?
Mother Dairy’s efforts are fundamentally linked towards increasing the value share of farmers which is
directly proportional to the consumption of milk. In the
recent times, our communication narratives have highlighted safety and purity as well as nutrition and immunity. The safety and nutrition approach has been effectively captured in our recent campaigns, which
convey ‘boond boond mein shudhta’ and how Mother

Dairy milk guarantees quality after undergoing
29 tests. The nutrition and immunity approach
has been largely led by our Cow Milk variant
wherein we have communicated its benefits
across various mediums. To execute the dual approach, we have always executed a 360-degree
intervention across our areas of operations.

“Known for its myriad
benefits, milk is an absolute
essential in our daily diet
owing to its nutrient-rich
content that serves the total
energy requirements of both
adults and children. At
Mother Dairy, it is our
endeavour to keep
contributing to the cooperative movement, serve
our farmers and drive in
rural prosperity as
envisioned by our founder –
Dr. Verghese Kurien – The
Milk Man of India and
Father of White
Revolution”, says
Manish Bandlish,
Managing Director,
Mother Dairy Fruit &
Vegetable Pvt. Ltd.

New Delhi

Recently, Mother Dairy went on an expansion spree in the Delhi NCR market.
Please tell us more about this.
We, at Mother Dairy, are enhancing our consumer touchpoints in order to be available in
close vicinity of our consumers with the added
advantage of e-commerce channels. We plan to
set-up around 700 exclusive touchpoints in form
of kiosks and franchise shops in Delhi alone by
FY22-23. Mother Dairy is one of the largest retailers of milk and milk products in the NCT of
Delhi and, with the addition of planned touchpoints, we will further cover the length and
breadth of this region with a collective count of
over 2500 exclusive Mother Dairy consumer
touchpoints in the region.
Apart from expansion, what are your
future plans for the company?
For us, Mother Dairy is a means to contribute to
the co-operative movement, to serve our farmers and drive-in rural prosperity as envisioned by
our founder – Dr. Verghese Kurien – The Milk Man
of India and Father of White Revolution. We will
always uphold his vision of ‘Farmers First’ while
providing quality food and beverages to our consumers for consumption. Needless to say, today,
we have one of the most diversified portfolios of
agricultural produce in the country. With growing focus towards convenience and nutritional
offerings and with an intention of creating new
avenues for the farmers’ produce, we will continue to launch new products going ahead and
strive to make Mother Dairy and its brands a
household name across the country.
Based on the success of milk co-operatives, Dr.
Kurien further established similar structure for
the collection and distribution of fruits and vegetables under the brand ‘Safal’ in 1986 and also
launched Operation Golden Flow in 1988 for the
welfare of oilseed growers of the country, thereby
establishing brand ‘Dhara’. Today, we take pride
in continuing his legacy beyond the dairying
landscape.

