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Govt plans Bills to bar pvt cryptocurrency
with afew ‘exceptions’, repeal farmlaws

Among Bills one on extension of tenures of CBI, ED chiefs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

HEADING INTO what could be a
stormy winter session of
Parliament, the government in-
tends to bring a Bill to repeal the
three new agriculture laws and
another on prohibiting “all pri-
vate cryptocurrencies in India”
with “certain exceptions”.

The Cryptocurrency and
Regulation of Official Digital
Currency Bill, 2021, is listed for
introduction — one of 26 Bills —
in Lok Sabha in the winter ses-
sion starting November 29.

The Bill seeks to “create a fa-
cilitative framework for the cre-
ation of the official digital cur-
rency to beissued by the Reserve
Bank of India”. It also “seeks to
prohibit all private cryptocurren-
cies in India, however, it allows
for certain exceptions to pro-
mote the underlying technology
of cryptocurrency and its uses”.

Currently, there is no regula-
tion or any ban on the use of
cryptocurrencies in the country.

Prices of popular cryptocur-
rencies have been off their highs
this month. While they were
trading on an upward trajectory
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By UNNY

Release farm laws report,
it is of public interest, SC
panel member urges CJI

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

ONTHE eve of the meeting of the
Union Cabinet which is expected
toinitiate the process for repeal of
the three new agriculture laws,
Anil Ghanwat, one of the mem-
bers of the Supreme Court-ap-
pointed committee on the laws,
urged the court Tuesday torelease

Ghanwat:
Ask Govt to
form robust
policy
process. File

the panel's report.
Referring to the Prime
Minister’s announcement on
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

OrF THE GROUND

Workers at the site of the proposed Noida International Airport in Jewar on Tuesday. PM Modi
is set to lay the foundation stone for UP’s fifth international airport on Thursday. Gajendra Yadav

LOW RATE, CONSUMER SENTIMENT BEHIND SURGE

Navratri to Diwali: Credit flow this
festive season hit a four-year high

GEORGE MATHEW
& SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 23

SIGNALLING A revival in con-
sumer sentiment on the back of
an uptick in economic activity
and brisk vaccination across the
country, the incremental credit
disbursement during the festive
season this year surpassed credit
disbursement seen in the last
three years.

According to RBI data, credit
disbursement in the two fort-
nights from October 8 to

First real-world study: Covaxin effectiveness 50%

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE,NOVEMBER 23

TWO DOSES of Covaxin have 50
per cent effectiveness against
symptomatic Covid-19, the first
real-world assessment of the ef-
fectiveness of the vaccine devel-
oped in India suggests.

Global push to
cap oil prices:
India to release
5 mn barrels
from reserves

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

INDIA IS set to release 5 million
barrels of crude oil from its
strategicreserves as part of a co-
ordinated move along with the
US, China, Japan and South Korea
aimed at lowering international
prices. The US will release 50
million barrels of crude oil from
its reserves as part of the effort.

The move is being seen as a
strategic step to reinin spiralling
global crude oil prices and to
keep them under check. In re-
sponse, the OPEC+ group of oil
exporting countries, which ac-
counts for about 50 per cent of
global crude supply, has indi-
cated that it may reconsider
plans to restore production over
the coming months.

“India has agreed torelease 5
million barrels of crude oil from
its Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
This release will happen in par-
allel and in consultation with
other major global energy con-
sumers, including the USA,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Targeting
economic
@ recovery

EXPLAINED

BENIGN INFLATION and
crude oil prices are key to
sustain economic recov-
ery. The global move to
reinin crude oil prices
could also be a precursor
to check other commodity
prices, such as that of steel
and basic raw materials.

The study, published in The
Lancet Infectious Diseases journal,
assessed 2,714 hospital workers
at AIIMS, New Delhi, who were
symptomatic and underwent
RT-PCR testing for the coron-
avirus between April 15 and May
15 this year.

The study period coincided
with the second wave of the

pandemic in India, when the
Delta variant of SARS-CoV-2 was
dominant, accounting for ap-
proximately 80 per cent of all
confirmed cases of Covid-19. It
was carried out among a high-
exposure population of health-
care workers who were prima-
rily given Covaxin, thus
presenting a unique opportunity

to evaluate the real-world effec-
tiveness of the vaccine.
Covaxin, developed by
Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech
along with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) under
the research name of BBV152, is
a Vero cell-derived, inactivated
whole-virion vaccine formulated
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

RIDING ECONOMIC UPTICK & VACCINATION

1,18,050
70,799

M Credit disbursement in two fortnights including Diwali and Dussehra

1,50,278
81,361

2018 '

Allfiguresin < crore

2019

2020 2021

November 5, 2021 — this covers
Navratri, Dussehra and Diwali —
amounted to Rs 150,278 crore,
significantly higher than that in
2020, when it amounted to Rs
81,361 crore in the two fortnights

covering Diwali and Dussehra.
Indeed, credit disbursement
this year was even higher than
in the two corresponding pre-
pandemic festival fortnights of
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

hkely by 2023-end or
024, says Vaishnaw

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

INDIA IS working towards an in-
digenously developed 6G tech-
nology with the aim to launch it
either by 2023-end or early 2024,
Minister for Communication
Ashwini Vaishnaw said Tuesday.

Speaking on ‘New Technology
and the Green Economy: Two
Trends ShapingaNew India?’, the
fourth in a series of online,
agenda-setting webinars organ-
ised by the Financial Times and The
Indian Express, Vaishnaw said req-
uisite permissions have already

been given to scientists and engi-
neers working on the technology.
“6G development has al-
ready started. That will be seen
somewhere in the time frame
2024 0r2023-end. Thatis the di-
rection in which we are going.
We will have designed in India
telecom software for running
the networks, manufactured in
India telecom equipment, ser-
ved in India telecom networks
which can go global,” he said.
Apart from 6G, the launch of
indigenous 5G is also on the
cards, the minister said, with the
development of a core software
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Ministers Yadav (left),
Vaishnaw at the event

Phase-down vs phase-out
at COP: Yadav stresses
‘national circumstances’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

ARGUING THAT the pace of tran-
sition to cleaner energy sourcesin
India must be viewed in light of
“national circumstances”, Envir-
onment Minister Bhupender
Yadav has said that the use of coal
in power generation or industrial
activities may rise “in absolute
terms”, but would decline as a
percentage of the overall mix.

Explaining the reasons for
India’s intervention to get the
term "phase-out™ of coal changed
to "phase-down" in the final
agreement of the Glasgow cli-
mate conference, Yadav said India
was only speaking on behalf of
the developing countries, and
pointed out that theamendment
was approved by consensus.

"We are ready to go on clean
energy but according to our na-
tional circumstances,” Yadav
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Govt plans Bills

Tuesday, no significant movement
was witnessed in the prices of
these currencies following the an-
nouncement this evening of the
Lok Sabha business. According to
coinmarketcap.com, while Bitcoin
was up 0.09 per cent in a 24-hour
period, the price of Ethereum was
up 2.68 per cent.

Earlier this month, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi called ameet-
ingon cryptocurrencies with sen-
ior officials. Indications are that
strong regulatory steps might be
taken to deal with theissue.

There have beenarising num-
ber of advertisements, featuring
even filmstars, promising easy and
high returns on investments in
cryptocurrencies. There are con-
cerns that such currencies are al-
legedly being used for to lure in-
vestors with misleading claims.

Last week, the Standing
Committee on Finance, chaired by
BJP’s Jayant Sinha, met represen-
tatives of crypto exchanges,
Blockchain and Crypto Assets
Council (BACC),amongothers,and
came to the conclusion that cryp-
tocurrencies should not be
banned, but regulated.

The RBI has repeatedly under-
lined its strong view against cryp-
tocurrencies, saying these pose se-
rious threat to macroeconomic
and financial stability of the coun-
try.Ithasalsoraised doubtsonthe
number of investors trading on
cryptocurrencies and their
claimed market value.

Earlier this month, RBI

Governor Shaktikanta Das reiter-
ated his opposition to cryptocur-
rencies, saying these pose a seri-
ous threat to any financial system
since they are unregulated by cen-
tral banks.

The RBI announced its intent
tocome outwithan official digital
currency in the face of prolifera-
tion of cryptocurrencies like
Bitcoin, about which the central
bank has had many concerns.

Private digital currencies/ vir-
tual currencies/ cryptocurrencies
have gained popularity inthe past
decade or so. But regulators and
governments have been sceptical,
andare apprehensive about theas-
sociated risks.

On March 4 this year, the
Supreme Court setaside an RBI cir-
cular of April 6, 2018, prohibiting
banks and entities regulated by it
from providing servicesinrelation
tovirtual currencies.

The four-week session of
Parliamentis also expected to wit-
ness the introduction of the
Electricity (Amendment)Bill tode-
licence power distributionand in-
crease competition, and Bills
meant to extend the tenure of the
directors of the CBI and ED from
two to five years. The proposed
legislation on both have already
drawn criticism from Opposition
parties.

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
hasalsodemanded withdrawal of
the electricity Bill.

Theextension of tenures of the
(Bl and ED chiefs via ordinances
has already been opposed by the
Congress and Trinamool Congress.

FROMPAGE ONE

Among the Bills listed for pas-
sage during the session are the
Assisted Reproductive Technology
Regulation Bill, 2020 (Surrogacy
Bill) and the Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior
Citizens (Amendment) Bill, the
banking amendment Bill and the
IBCamendment Bill.

SC panel member

repealing the laws, he asked the
Supreme Court to consider direct-
ing the government to “develop
and implement an exemplary, ro-
bust policy process” so that “a fi-
asco of this sort is not repeated”
and “valuable time of the Court not
wasted inthe Government's fruit-
less, unproductive endeavours”.

In a letter to Chief Justice of
India N V Ramana, Ghanwat,
leader of the Shetkari Sanghatana,
said: “On November 19, 2021, the
Prime Minister announced the
Government’s decision to repeal
the farm laws. But it is important
to ensure that while the specific
laws may no longer exist, the re-
formimpulse that wasreflected in
these laws is not diluted.”

“After the Government's deci-
sion torepeal the farm laws in the
coming Winter Session of
Parliament, the Committee’s
Report is no longer relevant with
regard to those laws but there are
suggestionsin the Report on farm-
ers’ issues that are of great public
interest,” he said.

“The Report can also play an
educational role and ease the mis-
apprehensions of many farmers
who have, in my opinion, been

WRITEBACK

In response to the report
‘1,000 cases of snatching in
a month, East District on
top’, Chinmoy Biswal, PRO,
Delhi Police writes:

“The headline gives a
misleading portrayal of the
crime and law & order situ-
ation of the city without ap-
preciation of the fact that it
indicates freer registration
of FIRs and effective conver-
sion of PCR calls into FIRs.

The CP, Delhi has empha-
sised on truthful registration
inevery law & order meeting
and as a result, the rate of
conversion of PCR calls has
also gone up. A misleading

heading as mentioned above
only serves to create panic
among general public, be-
sides hiding the police ef-
forts to bring crimes on
record and criminals to book.

Itis also pertinent to men-
tion that no view or clarifica-
tion was sought by your cor-
respondent from us before
giving it a slant as aforemen-
tioned in the story. Moreover,
the story quotes some officer
(not named) stating some
purported proceedings of
worthy CP’s crime review
meeting while its veracity has
not been ascertained from
the official spokesperson in

Delhi Police.”
The Indian Express
responds:

The report quotes Delhi
Police data to show that
cases of snatching, motor
vehicle theft, robbery and
attempt to murder have
gone up in the one-month
period between October 8
and November 11 this year
as compared to the same pe-
riod last year. The headline
reflects this fact.

Details of the crime re-
view meeting quoted in the
report are based on conver-
sations with officers who
were part of that meeting.

misguided by some leaders who
do not seem to appreciate how a
minimally regulated free market
can allocate national resources to
theirmost productive use,” he said.

“Thope, therefore, that you will
consider releasing the Report as
soon as practicable, or authorise
the Committee ormetodoso,” he
said.

In the letter, Ghanwat said:
“These laws were accepted in prin-
ciple by our farmers’ movement,
but were not accepted entirely by
the farmers because the policy
process of the Indian government
is not consultative.”

“l request the Hon'ble
Supreme Court to consider direct-
ing the Government to develop
and implement an exemplary, ro-
bust policy process of the sort that
is followed in developed nations.
Thatwillensure thatafiasco of this
sort is not repeated and that the
valuable time of the Court not
wasted in the Government's fruit-
less, unproductive endeavours
which also end up causing angst
and frustrationin the community.
For instance, with the repeal of
these laws, a large number or
farmers are now even further frus-
trated with India’s lack of attention
to their needs,” he said.

“Arobust policy process for
making new farm laws would in-
volve establishing a Committee
with representation of all views.
The Committee would prepare a
White Paper that considers costs
and benefits of options, consults
widely and recommends a way
forward. The legislation resulting
from such a process would be ac-
ceptable to India’s long-suffering
farmers,” he said.

“I am also writing to apprise
youthatorganisations thatlodged
submissions to the Farm Laws
Committee have asked me about
the contentsof the Report,” he said.

Ghanwat also addressed a
press conference and said the
country should have policy in the
interest of farmers. He criticised
farm union leaders, who led the
protest against the farm laws, for
raising the MSP guarantee de-
mand. He said the demand for
guarantee of the minimum sup-
port price is not feasible.

“We should have a policy that
is in the interest of farmers and
does not distort the market.”

Toaquestion on MSP, Ghanwat
said: “We should look at the side
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effects of the MSP. The farmers of  otherindustrial activitymayrise,"  festivalsorganized by leadinge-re-  for testing declined towards the

Punjab are only growing wheat
and paddy, and the water table of
Punjabhasdecreased... They have
to diversify. Besides, there is an-
other question, why only 23
crops? Onthatlogic, every farmer
should get MSP. Even farmers
growing potatoes and onions
should also get MSP.”

Ghanwat is one of the three
members of the Supreme Court-
appointed committee constituted
onJanuary 12 todeliberate on the
farm laws.

The committee submitted its
report on March 19, but it has not
yet been made public.

Vaishnaw

for the technology tobe completed
by the third quarter of next year.
The auctions for 5G spectrum is
alsolikely to happeninthe second
quarter of calendar year 2022, he
said.

“Areference hasbeenmadeto
TRAI (Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India) for 5G spec-
trum auctions. They have already
started the consultation process.
The process should end some-
whereinthe February-March time
framein the comingyear. Thenthe
auction process willbeinQ2 of cal-
endar year 2022,” he said.

Earlier this year, the Cabinet
had approved a set of nine struc-
tural and procedural reforms to
address the short-term liquidity
needs as well as long-term issues
of telecom companies.

As part of these reforms, the
government had given the telcos
an option to go for a four-year
moratorium on payment of de-
ferred spectrum and adjusted
gross revenue dues. Of the three
telcos, Bharti Airtel and Vodafone
Idea have opted for the four-year
moratorium.

While announcing the reforms
in September, Vaishnaw had said
that there would be another set of
reforms for the telecom sector to
sort out long pending legacy is-
sues.

“The reforms that the govern-
mentapproved in September have
been very well received. The in-
dustry is now adjusting to those
reforms. A lot of stress that was
there in the industry is now miti-
gated due to those reforms. Much
more needs tobe done. We areal-
ready working on another set of
reforms which should come in 3-
4months,” he said.

As part of the reforms an-
nounced in September, apart from
the 4-year moratorium, the gov-
ernment had also announced
changes such as streamlining of
the auction calendar and removal
of the spectrum usage charges
(SUC) from auctions, which had
been a long pending demand of
the private telcos.

The telecom sectorwillalsobe
abletoreceive 100 per cent foreign
directinvestment through the au-
tomatic route, up from the 49 per
cent permitted earlier.

Yadav

said while speaking at an online
event organised by The Indian
Express and the Financial Times.
"The term phase-out of coal
would mean putting a complete
stop on coal, while phase-down
would mean the proportion of coal
in total energy would reduce...
India being a developing country,
phase-down canalsoberelativein
the sense that the percentage of
coal in the overall mix will go
down but the absolute use of coal
in terms of power generation and

he said.

While the amendment initi-
ated by Indiareceived a lot of sup-
port from developing countries, it
came under criticism fromthe de-
veloped world and civil society or-
ganisations.

Reiterating that India was
"committed to clean energy",
Yadav said it believed in fulfilling
all its promises, and it would
achieve the new targets an-
nounced by Prime Minister
NarendraModiin Glasgow as well.
But he once again reminded the
developed world of their commit-
ments on finance and technology
transfer.

"India’s announcements at
Glasgow are considerably ambi-
tious. But we do not believe in
making empty pronouncements.
These are carefully considered.
They are within the realm of visi-
bility but they will require substan-
tial efforts (to achieve). The goals
that we have set and declared in
Glasgow will require international
financial and technological sup-
port. We are prepared to be more
ambitious.Itis up to the developed
countries to supportour ambition
through finance and technology
transfer," he said.

Asked specifically whether
Indiawould not be ina position to
fulfil its targets in the absence of
international climate finance,
Yadav said, "What India is doing
shows Indiais committed towards
asolution. Butwhatis the respon-
sibility of the others? They should
alsosay whether they are ready to
fulfil their commitments or not."

Credit flow

2018 and 2019 whenitamounted
toRs 118,050 crore and Rs 70,799
crore respectively.

During the Diwali fortnight
ending November 5, 2021, credit
offtake jumped by Rs 118,951 crore
to Rs 111.63 lakh crore. Diwali
credit demand boosted the over-
all credit growth by 7.1 per cent.
When compared to this, the Diwali
fortnight ended November 20,
2020, witnessed just Rs 15,279
crore credit demand. In 2018 and
2019, in the Diwali fortnight, that
stood at Rs 77,350 crore and Rs
49,154 crore respectively.

What has fuelled this growth
is the decline in Covid cases from
September this year. With the an-
ticipated third wave remaining
muted, businesses opened, and
lockdown curbs were lifted across
the country. Simultaneously, pent-
updemand alsorose sharply, lead-
ing to more footfalls in malls and
markets.

According to digital payment
firm PayU, payment through credit
cards saw a66 per centincreasein
spendsand 30 per centincrease in
number of transactions. However,
payment through debit cards saw
adeclineasboth spendsand num-
ber of transactions decreased by
13 percentand 18 per cent respec-
tively. UPI was the next most pop-
ular mode of payment and wit-
nessed 104 per cent increase in
total spends and 72 per cent in-
crease in total number of transac-
tions.

Experts say the jump in credit
this festive seasonis a result of both
low-interest rate scenario and rise
inconsumer sentiment.

Festive season 2021 was
unique in several ways. After con-
servative sentiments following the
brutal second wave, businesses
and consumers showed amore ro-
bust and optimistic consumption
environment. "Online shopping

tailers, positive recovery in mar-
kets, and relaxed guidelines on
travel and public events spurred
digital payments across key sec-
tors. Also, what we are seeing
across categories is greater confi-
dence in spending large amounts
which is a great sign for the econ-
omyand takes us closer tobecom-
ing Digital India," said Hemang
Dattani, Head, Data Intelligence,
PayU.

Infestive season 2021,average
spends have increased by 52 per
cent. Travel and hospitality sawan
increase of 105 per cent in the
numberof users transacting in fes-
tive season 2021 compared tolast
year. This could be attributed tore-
laxation of travel norms and posi-
tive impact of mass vaccination.
This festive season, total spends
and total number of transactions
in travel grew by 61 per cent and
67 per cent respectively, compared
tofestive season 2020.For airlines,
total spends increased by 109 per
cent, Dattani said.

With the economy on the
comeback trailand the home buy-
ing market expected to stage a
growthinthe forthcoming festival
season, banks started the race to
woo home loan customers with
interest rate cuts in September
ahead of the festival season.

Covaxin

withanovel adjuvant,and admin-
istered in a two-dose regimen 28
days apart.

The vaccine, which was ap-
proved for emergency use in
adults in India in January, was
granted emergency use listing by
the World Health Organisation
(WHO)earlier this month.

"Our study offersamore com-
plete picture of how Covaxin vac-
cine performs in the field and
should be considered in the con-
text of Covid-19 surge conditions
in India, combined with the pos-
sibleimmune evasive potential of
the Deltavariant. Our findings add
to the growing body of evidence
that rapid vaccine rollout pro-
grammes remain the most prom-
ising path to pandemic control
while public health policies must
continue toinclude additional pro-
tective measures, such as mask-
wearing and social distancing," Dr
Manish Soneja, additional profes-
sor of medicine at AIIMS, New
Delhi, said.

From January 16, when India
started vaccinating healthcare and
frontline workers, AIIMS exclu-
sively offered Covaxin toits 23,000
employees. Of the 2,714 employ-
ees in the study population, 1,617
tested positive for SARS-CoV-2 in-
fection. Positive cases were
matched to negative RT-PCR tests
(controls) using a 1:1 ratio based
on age and gender. The odds of
vaccination with BBV152 were
compared between casesand con-
trols, and adjusted for occupa-
tional exposure to Covid-19, pre-
vious SARS-CoV-2 infection, and
infection dates.

The adjusted vaccine effective-
ness against symptomatic Covid-
19 after full vaccination with
Covaxin, with the second dose ad-
ministered 14 days ormore before
undergoing RT-PCR testing, was
found tobe 50 per cent. The effec-
tiveness of two vaccine doses re-
mained stable over the seven-
week follow-up period.

The majority of eligible partic-
ipants were tested during the first
20days of the 30-day study when
the test positivity rate for Covid-19
was at its peak in India. Requests
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PRESS NIT NO. 45 (2021-22)

sical Distancing, Maintain Hand H

@

iene”

S. Name of work

Estimated Cost
inRs.

Date of release of tender on e-
procurement solution

Last Date/Time for receipt
of tender through
e-procurement solution

01 | Construction of road under the work of "Replacement of old and

%25,78,181.00

22/11/2021 05.00 PM onwards

06/12/2021

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 640 (2021-22)

damaged water and sewer lines in 147 Nos. DUSIB Traditional Houses Tender ID: 2021_DJB_ 211349_2 upto 03:00 PM
at Turkman Gate under EE(C)-1.

02 | Replacement of deep and damaged 600mm dia RCC sewer line by| z 3808,105.00 22/11/2021 05.00 PM onwards 06/12/2021
600mm dia NP3 RCC pipe HDPE lining from Pili Kothi to 1478 Rang Tender ID: 2021_DJB_ 211349 3 upto 03:00 PM
Mahal. Chandni Chowk Constituency AC-20 under EE(Central)-1.

Further detail in this regard can be seen at https:/govtprocurement.delhi.govt.in.

Sd/-

(Satya Veer Singh)
Ex-Engineer (M)-21

New Delhi

end of the study period (from May
6toMay 15).

Another study conducted
across 11 hospitals between May
and July this year had found that
both Covishield and Covaxin sig-
nificantly reduced the risk of se-
vere Covid-19 and against the
Deltavariantamong those aged 45
years and older. The overall effec-
tiveness against severe Covid was
69 per cent with both doses of
Covaxinand 80 per cent with two
doses of Covishield.

This multi-centre study, which
included researchers from ICMR,
was posted as a preprint online,
and is not yet peer-reviewed.

The real-world performance of
a vaccine often differs from trial
conditions. The authors of the Al-
IMS study acknowledged that the
effectiveness estimated in their
study was lower than the 77.8 per
cent protection against sympto-
matic Covidreported by a phase 3
randomised control trial study
published in The Lancet earlier this
month.

Among the factors possibly re-
sponsible for the lower vaccine ef-
fectiveness could be the facts that
the study was conducted only
among hospital employees who
have a higher risk of exposure to
infection than the general popula-
tion, and that it was conducted at
the peakof the second wave when
test positivity rates were generally
high in Delhi. Also, the prevalence
of circulating variants of concern,
especially delta, may have con-
tributed to the lower effectiveness,
the study said.

The authors acknowledged
that the study did not estimate
vaccine effectiveness against hos-
pitalisation, severe disease, and
death, which they said required
further assessment.

Crude oil reserve

People’s Republic of China, Japan
and the Republic of Korea,” the
Government said Tuesday.

Oil supply was “being artificia-
lly adjusted below demand levels
by oil producing countries, leading
torising prices and negative atten-
dant consequences”, it said.

Arelease of 5 million barrels of
crude oil would equate toabout 12.
8 per cent of India’s strategic oil re-
serves of 5.33 million tonnes of
crudeoil, whichisestimated tobe
equivalent to 9.5 days of its crude
oil requirement.

Government officials said the
coordinated action frommajor oil
consumers, particularly the US,
would help reduce international
oil prices. “Global crude oil prices
have risen due to the efforts of
Russiaand Saudi Arabia. Now that
the UShasannounced the release
of oil fromreserves, we are cooper-
ating in this step to ensure that
crude oil prices remain under con-
trol,” an official said.

Sources indicated that similar
steps could be taken to temper
steeland basic raw material prices
attheinternational level. They are
being taken to ensure that the
“transient inflationary impact of
rising commodities prices do not
turn structural”, the official said.

In an official statement, the
White house said that American
consumers and businesses were
“feeling the impact of elevated gas
prices at the pump and in their
home heating bills...because oil
supply has not kept up with de-
mand as the global economy
emerges from the pandemic”.

The White house announced
thatthe US Department of Energy
would release 50 million barrels of
oil from the US Strategic Petroleum
Reserve to“address the mismatch
between demand exiting the pan-
demicand supply”.

Anearly 60 per centrise in the
price of crude oil in the past year
has contributed to fuel rates reach-
ing record highs in India this year.

Despite a cut in central excise
of Rs 5 perlitre on petroland Rs 10
ondiesel, fuel prices in major met-
ros are still significantly higher
thanrecord highs prior to 2021.In
Delhi, petrolisretailingat Rs 104.0
per litre and diesel at Rs 86.7 per
litre — up 28 per cent and 22 per
cent, respectively, fromayearago.

FULLREPORTS ON
www.indianexpress.com
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SKYWATCH

FORECAST: Nov 24
Mainly clear sky.
Mist/shallow foginthe
morning.
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Cyber criminals used Google to
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ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

OBSERVING THAT citizens have
been rendered vulnerable by
"insouciant indifference of the
Google authorities”, a Delhi
judge has ordered police to in-
vestigate Google authorities for
criminal conspiracy in a cyber-
fraud case, after the police ar-
gued that Google was a "partner
in crime" for allegedly receiving
Rs 30 lakh from cybercriminals
to feature their fake website on
its top searches.

Additional Sessions Judge
Dharmender Rana ordered DCP
Cyber Cell to investigate the role
of Google authorities for conspir-
acy and abetment. The judge gave
the order while rejecting bail ap-
plications of two men accused of
being part of a cyber fraud racket
that made fake websites to target
people who were trying to regis-
ter cyber fraud complaints.

ASJRana said, “Google search
has become an indispensable
part of one’s daily life” and
added: “Ifyou are not paying for
the product, you are the product.
The citizens have been rendered
vulnerable and exposed by in-

souciant indifference of the
Google authorities.”

The judge said that he was
conscious of his limited role dur-
ing hearing of bail applications,
but was "equally conscious of the
onerous duty of monitoring the
investigations and the sacrosanct
duty of all public institutions
owed toits masters, the common
citizens of the country.”

The case is being investigated
by the Special Cell of Delhi Police,
which registered an FIR on
October 21 under IPC sections
419 (punishment for cheating by
personation),420(cheating and
dishonestly inducing delivery of
property)and 120B IPC(punish-
ment of criminal conspiracy).

The complainant is an advi-
sor, who was first scammed by a
fake website that duped him Rs
62,500 when he tried to pur-
chase a mobile phone. He then
tried to register acomplaint and
found a website named ‘Jan
Suraksha Kendra'. The com-
plainant gave Rs 2,800 to agents
on this website, thinking they
would help investigate his cyber
complaint. However, they soon
blocked his number.

State prosecutor Irfan Ahmed
opposed the bail application of

ve people, Delhi court asks
ice to investigate tech giant

Omendra Shrivastav and
Sourabh Pandey, who worked as
telecallers in the alleged racket.
They allegedly took anywhere
between Rs 500 and Rs 30,000
in the name of a ‘registration
amount’.

ASJRanasaid thatincidents of
cybercrime using fake and fraud-
ulent websites has reached
"alarming proportions" and that
every day, lakhs of "gullible citi-
zens are cheated withimpunity".

The court said it was unfor-
tunate that such fraudulent
websites show up on top when
aninnocent citizen searches on-
line. "Apparently, the police is
not taking any concrete action
against the platforms, which fa-
cilitates the commission of such
offences," the court said.

Ahmad told the court,
“Google is in fact charging its
clients to reflect their websites
on the top in Google search... in
the instant case also, Google re-
ceived Rs 30 lakh from the ac-
cused and that is how the web-
site of the accused surfaced on
the topin Google search... by in-
tentionally aiding the main cul-
prits, Google is in fact partners in
crime and their role needs to be
investigated.”

DISMISSES PETITION ON SITE FOR VICE PRESIDENT’S RESIDENCE

Everything can be criticised but
criticism should be constructive:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday
dismissed a petition that chal-
lenged the change in use of a plot
on the Central Vista project site
from recreational to residential
so it could house the Vice
President’s official residence,
sayingit's a matter of policy and
the court can interfere only if
some mala fide is shown in the
decision.

“In light of the challenge, a
detailed affidavit has been filed.
Itis not the case of the petitioner
that the authorities have no

power to introduce such change.
It is the argument of the peti-
tioner that since in the past it
was arecreational area, it should
have been retained like that. This
cannot be the scope of judicial
review,” said a bench headed by
Justice AM Khanwilkar.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Dinesh Maheshwari and
CTRavikumar, said it is the pre-
rogative of the authority con-
cerned and a matter of policy.

The court pointed out that it
is not the case of the petitioner
that the change was made in a
mala fide manner. “We find no
reason to examine the matter
further...The petition is summar-

ily dismissed,” it added.
Appearing for petitioner
Rajeev Suri, advocate Shikhil Suri
said the changes were not in the
public interest. He contended
that six acres of green area is be-
ing taken over for the same.
“They say that the area is pro-
posed to be made into residen-
tial area for Vice President... itis
a policy decision. How is it ille-
gal? What are the malafides,”
asked Justice Khanwilkar.
“Assuming the plot was used
for recreational area in the past,
is it not open for the authorities
to change for the holistic devel-
opment of the area?” he asked
The petitioner’s counsel said

the authorities should explore if
any alternative site can be allot-
ted.

The court wondered if sug-
gestions have to be taken from
the public before deciding where
the Vice President's house is to
be located. It also pointed out
that the Centre, in an affidavit
filed in response to the petition,
had said that the green area will
be expanded overall.

To a specific query from the
courton what principles were he
relying on if not mala fide, Suri
replied that he is invoking the
public trust doctrine. “Show us
one judgment that says that a
plot once described as recre-

ational area cannot be changed
at all. It is a matter of policy.
Where else can the residence of
the Vice President be located?”
the court said, adding that
“everything can be criticised but
the criticism should be construc-
tive”.

The court then went on to
dismiss the petition.

Work for Vice President’s en-
claveis expected to start by next
month as the Rs 214 crore proj-
ect has been awarded to
Jharkhand-based infrastructure
firm Kamladityya Construction
Pvt Ltd, which had emerged as
the lowest bidder for the con-
struction of the enclave.

Evam Go Anusandhan Sansthan, Mathura (U.P.) -281001.

Advertisement No.02/2021

Uttar Pradesh Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Pashu Chikitsa Vigyan Vishwavidyalaya

CORRIEGENDUM

Please see the detailed/Expanded qualifications of the
various vacant post of Associate Professors advertised
vide No. 02/2021 dated 16.11.2021 on the University
website. For any correspondence use email i.d.
recruitmentduvasu2021@gmail.com

Date: Nov 23, 2021

REGISTRAR

Uttar Pradesh Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Pashu

Accused in 100 snatching cases held

New Delhi: A 27-year-old
man was arrested for al-
legedly being involved in
more than 100 snatching
cases since October, said
police on Tuesday. The man
was released from jail in
October and has since com-
mitted offences including
robbery and snatching.
The accused, identified
as Adil Malik, was arrested
from Shahdara on Monday.
He has been booked in 30
cases at present. He waslast

arrested in a robbery and
Arms Act case.

Police said Malik hails
from Uttar Pradesh and
would use a stolen Yamaha
bike to target people in
Trans Yamuna and other ar-
eas of Delhi.

“He used to set a
monthly target of stealing at
least 30-40 phones on the
streets to earn Rs 1 lakh,”
said R Sathiyasundaram,
DCP (Shahdara). Malik
came under police radar

when district staff from
Shahdara, Northeast and
East started getting calls
about a man on a red
Yamaha snatching phones
and chains.

Advertisement No.02/2021
FACULTY RECRUITMENT ADVERTISEMENT-2021

Applications from citizens of India, on prescribed forms, are invited by the University for filling up
the following posts. Thisis in continuation of the advt. No. 1/2021 dated 31 Aug, 2021.

Chikitsa Vigyan Vishwavidyalaya Evam Go Anusandhan
Sansthan, Mathura (U.P.) -281001.

Date: Nov 16, 2021
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Police said Malik has | || s.no.| Name of the Post Pay and level in the pay matrix Number of Posts
been caught on CCTV| |61 associate Professor (PayRs. 131400-217100 Leval-13A) 14
footage several times. His YRs.
bike was identified and his | || 02 | Assistant Professorl  (pay Rs.57700-182400 Level 10) 26
movements were traced. : >
On Monday, police found | | ror more details and subsequent corrigendum please visit university website

that Malik was at
Chintamani Chowk and
sentateam tonab him.ENS
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IN THE CAPITAL

VACCINATIONSIN
LAST 24 HOURS

1,09,948

Total Vacant
TOTAL CASES HOSPITALBEDS 13,580 . 13,408
14,40,719 | icusens 2802 2766
Cases Recoveries | Deaths | Tests §
Nov 22 26 38 0 |40532 £
Nov 23 27 28 0 [49590 =
Total 296* 1415328 | 25,095 130543347 ©

SAYS PROJECT COULDN’T MATERIALISE EARLIER DUE TO LACK OF POLITICAL WILL

Ahead of PM visit, Yogi inspects Jewar
airport site: ‘Monumental for Western UP’

AMILBHATNAGAR
JEWAR,NOVEMBER 23

AT THE Jewar toll plaza exit, an
LED screen atop a truck plays
government advertisements
about the upcoming airport. The
highway stretches till Rohi vil-
lage, where the foundation stone
for the airport will be laid
Thursday. Posters of party work-
ers and leaders thanking the
government can be seen every
hundred feet. Amuddy path cuts
from the road, and huge tents
and hundreds of labourers can
be seen preparing for the cere-
mony.

On Tuesday, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath came to the
Jewar site to review prepara-
tions, ahead of Prime Minister
Modi's visit for the foundation
stone laying ceremony of the air-
port. As per officials, a crowd of
nearly 2 lakh is expected.

"For many years, there have
been discussions on the possibil-
ity of an airport in this region. But
due to lack of political will, it
could not materialise. [ am
thankful for the vision of the
Prime Minister because of which
the airport is being built. The
government focused on devel-
opment activities and this will
be amonumental project for the
public in West UP" said
Adityanath at the inauguration
site.

The CM said the state is
working on airports in areas
where people could not have
"imagined" earlier. He said the
airport will bring 1 lakh jobs, and
that many other projects like
Film City, Electronic Park are
coming up in the region.

Taking a jibe at the opposi-
tion, the CM said, "This will be a
memorable occasion. There are
some akal se paidal log. These
are the people who say that they
wanted to carry out inaugura-
tions. We need to tell them how
the inauguration took place, and
insuch a timely manner projects
were implemented."

Astage of nearly 130 feet has
been built, which has a 90x16

 BRIEFLY —
‘Cyber’ police
stationstobe
setuptocurb

cyber crimes

New Delhi: The Delhi
Police Monday said that
they will set up "cyber’
police stations in each
district to curb the rising
cyber crime cases in
Delhi. The home depart-
ment of the Delhi gov-
ernment issued a notifi-
cation to set up the
stationsin each of the 15
police districts. These
will start operations on
December 1, officials
said. ENS

feet LED screen. Approximately
40,000 chairs are being laid out,
but the total area, including the
main tent, can include more
than 2 lakh people, said officials.
Two smaller tents have also been
erected for official purposes.
"This is a dream come true
for all of us. We need to ensure

that the event is huge. The air-
port will soon be under con-
struction and the promised em-
ployment will also come. People
will begin arriving at the venue
on Thursday from early morning
since there is eagerness to wel-
come the PM," said Jewar MLA
Dhirendra Singh.

Man looking to build
hotel in Lucknow
cheated of Rs 10 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 22

THE DELHI Police has arrested
three men from Lucknow for al-
legedly cheating a Dehradun-
based construction and resort
business owner of Rs 10 crore.
Police said the accused run Shri
Colonisers and Developers Pvt
Ltd, an infrastructure company.

Police said they sold property
that was already mortgaged by
abank and cheated him of Rs 10
crore. The complainant wanted

to build a hotel and house in
Lucknow on the property. The
accused have been identified as
Umesh Azad (55),Rishi Arora (46)
and Manoj Dwivedi(55). Dwivedi
is the chairman of the company
and others are employees.
Rajeev Ranjan, DCP (EOW),
said, “We found the accused gave
the land as security to the
Syndicate bank for a bank loan of
Rs 15 crore. The land was already
mortgaged butaccused lied tothe
victim and hid these facts. After
some time, due to non-payment,
bank took possession of land.”
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ElUEECR a9 WX, ISI Marked G.1. Pipes conforming to IS: 1239 (Part-1)/2004 or its
latestamendments (s) @ 3MYfT |
26.11.2021 15.12.2021 16.12.2021 17.12.2021 | 120 | 02.12.2021
18 from 11:00 a.m.| upto 5:00 p.m. upto 5:00 p.m. [ at 11:00 a.m. | days |upto 11:00 a.m,

JTEdT— Only manufacturers of ISI marked G.I. Pipes Conforming to IS: 1239 (Part-
1)/2004 or its latest amendment(s) who are registered in Uttarakhand Jal Sansthan, Jal
Bhawan, ‘B’ Block, Nehru Colony, Dehradun before the last date of submission of this
tender are allowed to take partin this tender.
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TR, ISI Marked Plain Ended M.S. ERW Line Pipe conforming to IS:
1978/1982 Grade YST-210 (Replaced by BIS as I1S/ISO 3183/2007 GRADE-L-210,

26.11.2021
19

from 11:00 a.m.

16.12.2021

15.12.2021
upto 5:00 p.m.

upto 5:00 p.m.

17.12.2021
at 11:00 a.m.

120
days

02.12.2021
upto 11:00 a.m|

JTEdT:— Only manufacturers of IS| Marked Plain Ended M.S. ERW Line Pipe having BIS
license for IS: 1978/1982 Grade YST-210 (Replaced by BIS as IS/ISO 3183/2007
GRADE-L-210, PSL-1) who are registered in Uttarakhand Jal Sansthan, Jal Bhawan,
‘B’ Block, Nehru Colony, Dehradun before the last date of submission of this tender are
allowed to take partin this tender.
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120
days
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upto 11:00 a.m.

JrEdT— Only manufacturers of ISI Marked M.S. ERW Casing Pipe having BIS license
for IS: 4270/2001 Grade FE-410 who are registered in Uttarakhand Jal Sansthan, Jal
Bhawan, ‘B’ Block, Nehru Colony, Dehradun before the last date of submission of this
tender are allowed to take partin this tender.
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The Noida International
Airport (NIA) will be India’s
largest airport after its comple-
tion, said officials.

It is at a distance of about 72
km from the existing IGI airport
inNew Delhi, 40 km from Noida,
and about 40 km from the multi-
modal logistics hub at Dadri.

At the Jewar airport site,
where PM Modi will lay the
foundation stone. Two lakh
people are expected at the
event. Gajendra Yadav

An agreement was signed in
October last year with the con-
cessionaire Yamuna
International Airport Private
Limited (YIAPL), an SPV of the
bid winner Zurich International
Airport AG. As per the agree-
ment, the first phase of the proj-
ect, costing Rs 5,730 crore as per
the development plan, will have
to be completed by September
29,2024. Currently, the develop-
ment plan given by the conces-
sionaire is under examination
and formalities will be com-
pleted in the coming weeks, of-
ficials said.

Phase I of the airport will
have a capacity to serve 12 mil-
lion passengers a year and is
scheduled to be completed in

three years. The airport will ex-
pand to serve 70 million passen-
gers by the end of phase 4, de-
pending on passenger growth
and traffic.

In stage 1, there will be a two
runways airport of 1,334
hectares for which an agreement
has been signed. In the follow-
ing stage, the third runway in a
1,365-hectare area will come up
for which land acquisitionis un-
der process. The 4th runway is
on a 1,318-hectare area while a
5th runway has been proposed
in the second stage.

National  International
Airport Limited (NIAL), a joint
venture, was incorporated as a
government organisation in
which the UP government has a
shareholding of 35%, Noida has
35%, Greater Noida has 12.5%
while Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Authority has 12.5%.
The NIAL is proposed to receive
Rs 400.97 per passenger, which
will be the highest revenue by
any airport in the country, offi-
cials said. The company will re-
ceive acumulative revenue of Rs
1.6 lakh crore till the year 2060-
61, officials said.

The process of the airport
sanctions began following the
site clearance by the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA) in 2017 to
Director Civil Aviation, UP. In the
next year, clearances were ob-
tained from the UP Forest
Department and the Ministry of
Defence. Final security clearance
was obtained in 2020 from the
MoCA, officials said.

The airport will have multi-
modal connectivity due to its
proximity to the existing
Yamuna Expressway (Greater
Noida to Agra), close to Eastern
Peripheral Expressway and it
will be linked with Delhi-
Mumbai  Expressway at
Ballabhgarh, Khurja-Jewar NH
91, dedicated freight corridor,
Metro Extension from Noida to
NIA and the proposed High-
Speed Rail (Delhi-Varanasi) at
the airport terminal. A 60-meter
wide road parallel to the
Expressway is proposed to be
widened to 100 metres.

‘Tactical urbanism’ trials to
improve road safety in capital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

TRANSPORT MINISTER Kailash
Gahlot Tuesday inaugurated the
Tactical Urbanism (TU) trials at
Rajghat to improve road safety
in Delhi.

“Tactical Urbanism (TU) tri-
als are temporary, quick and rel-
atively low-cost interventions,
which test out urban design,
transportation planning and in-
frastructural changes forimprov-
ing road safety for all road users,
especially the most vulnerable,
like pedestrians, cyclists and other
non-motorised transport users,”
the government said in a state-
ment.

For these trials which will be
conducted for two months, the
Delhi government has collabo-
rated with SaveLIFE Foundation,

neihi Zero Fatality Eorridor

Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot at the inauguration

as well as the Delhi Traffic Police,
Public Works Department (PWD)
and SWAYAM charitable trust.
“As part of the Zero Fatality
Corridor (ZFC) Project with the
Transport Department of
Government of NCT of Delhi,
SaveLIFE Foundation will be test-
ing temporary urban design in-
terventions to improve safety for

pedestrians, cyclists, and other
road users, starting this week. The
trials will see road space being re-
distributed to ensure modal eq-
uity, road geometry being modi-
fied, traffic being channelized,
vehicular speeds being reduced,
and pedestrian and cyclist safety
infrastructure being added,” the
government said in a statement.

Construction of IKEA shopping
centre in Gurgaon begins in 2022

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, NOVEMBER 23

INGKA CENTRES, part of the
Ingka Group that includes IKEA
Retail and Ingka Investments,
Tuesday said that IKEA's first
mixed-use development (shop-
ping centre) project in India
would come up in Gurgaon.

Inastatement, Ingka Centres
said, “Reflecting the local com-
munity’s need for more than
shopping, the new meeting
place will set the standard for the
next generation of sustainable
mixed-use destinations, acting
as a lively gathering place for
leisure, entertainment and retail
in one of the world’s fastest-
growing markets. The develop-
ment will complement the com-
pany’s plans announced for
Noida earlier this year.”

“The estimated investment
for the project is around €400
million (Rs 3,500 crore). While
construction will start in early
2022, the new meeting place is
expected to generate more than
2,500 jobs and will contribute to
further growth of organised retail
inIndia,” the statement added.

Peter Betzel, CEO and CSO,
IKEA India, said, “We are happy
to announce our IKEA store in
Gurgaon together with Ingka
Centres. India is an exciting
country for IKEA, and we have a
long-term commitment to reach
people with our omnichannel
approach. Delhi-NCR will be one
of our biggest and most impor-
tant markets in India and we
can’'t wait to meet and inspire
the people with our beautiful, af-
fordable, well designed and sus-
tainable home furnishing prod-
ucts and solutions.”

IKEA India opened its first re-
tail store in Hyderabad in August
2018.

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar said, “We
welcome IKEA and Ingka
Centres to Haryana. We look for-
ward to this partnership with
IKEA and Ingka Centres to build
organised retail and meet the
growing needs of consumers in
the state and the region. The gov-
ernment is committed to provid-
ing the best support to facilitate
a smooth investment flow into
the state. This project will not
only establish Gurgaon as one of
the newest shopping destinations
but also provide employment in
the region. We strongly believe in
heartto heart approach, over just
having business relations with
the investors. This step is yet an-
other validation of our develop-
ment plans for the region.”

New Delhi

‘How do they expect
salaries if they don't
work?’: Court slams
MCDs on dengue

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

WARNING THE municipal bod-
ies and their employees that the
court will not exercise its discre-
tionary jurisdiction in their
favour if the civic conditions in
the national capital do not im-
prove, the Delhi High Court
Tuesday ordered the local bodies
to hold a meeting regarding the
rising number of dengue cases.

The division bench of Justice
Vipin Sanghi and Justice Jasmeet
Singh ordered the chairpersons
of the South, North and East
Delhi municipal corporations, the
North Delhi Municipal Council as
well as the chief executive officer
of the Delhi Cantonment Board to
conduct a meeting and apprise
the court about the steps being
taken to control mosquito breed-
ing. The court will hear the matter
on December 1.

The courtalso said that it had
earlier raised the issue of geot-
agging and marking of biomet-
ric attendance of employees.
“We direct the petitioner to place
on record what steps have been
taken in this regard. This infor-
mation should be provided in
the affidavit to be filed,” it said in
a direction issued to the SDMC
while hearing the latter's peti-
tion regarding funds being re-
ceived from the government by
municipal bodies.

Expressing concern over the

dengue situation in Delhi, the
court said that it has been deal-
ing with non-payment of
salaries of municipal employees
for months and, in October, had
noted that while the employees
were clamouring for payment of
their dues, the city was suffering
due to their inefficient function-
ing. However, it said that its con-
cern fell on deaf ears as the situ-
ation has only worsened. “This
year we are only witnessing a big
surge in the number of cases of
dengue. There have been several
fatalities on account of the said
disease,” said the court, while
blaming the municipalities.

The court said that the em-
ployees were only demanding
salaries but nothing was hap-
pening on the ground. “How can
itbe thatevery year dengueisin-
creasing? Is it not a municipal
function? Is it some rocket sci-
ence that after the monsoon
there will be mosquitos. After
the monsoon, there will be
dengue. It has been a pattern for
the last 15 to 20 years. Is there
some rocket science involved? Is
there no planning? Is there no
thought process?” it asked.

It further noted that the mu-
nicipal bodies may be over-
staffed. “Isit that the municipality
has given up everything and it's
onlyto collect taxes and disburse
salaries? We will not entertain
this petition. How do they expect
salaries if they don't do work?”
the court told the SDMC.

A worker fumigating premises of a residential area as
dengue cases in Delhi cross 7,000 mark. Archive

Delhi govt pulled up
for not appointing
new IHBAS director,
HC says ‘contempt’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

THE DELHI High Court Tuesday
pulled up the Delhi government
for cancelling the selection
process, initiated in February
2021, for the post of Director of
the Institute of Human
Behaviour and Allied Sciences
(IHBAS), and questioned the de-
cision to instead extend incum-
bent DrNimesh G Desai’s tenure
till he attains the age of 67 years.

The division bench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh said that the government
action was a “contempt of the
court” as the state in September
had assured the court that the
entire process of new selection
will be completed by November
30,2021.

“We hereby issue notice on
the respondents and they shall
file a reply that why, and will
show a cause that why the new
recruitment process which was
assured by respondent 1 [Delhi
government] was stopped,” said
the court, while listing the mat-
ter for next hearing on
December 23.

The court was hearing a pe-
tition filed by Tej Bahadur Singh,
an ex-employee of [HBAS, who
has contended that Desai should
have demitted office in October
2020, on attaining the age of 65.
Singh has challenged the exten-
sion granted to Desai.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan,
representing the petitioner,
while arguing an application in
the case, told the court that the
government, despite an assur-
ance to the court, has cancelled
the recruitment process. He con-
tended that the Chief Secretary
needs to be called to the court.

The court, while addressing
the counsel representing the
government and IHBAS, ob-
served, “What all of you people

are doing for one man. What is
this going on in your institution,
unnecessarily.”

It also said that the govern-
ment made a categorical state-
ment which has been made part
of a court order, in which it has
been assured that the process
will be completed.

“But what you now do to just
adjust this one man, you scrap
that advertisement process and
continue with a tenure appoint-
ment and a superannuation ex-
tension. Under what law? I think
itis a complete contempt. You
want to overreach a court order
is quite bad,” observed Justice
Singh.

The  government in
September told the court that
ten applications have been re-
ceived and a Screening
Committee was duly constituted
for screening the applications for
placing before the Selection
Committee.

However, the state also had
told the court that it hasbeen de-
cided to reconstitute the
Screening Committee. The entire
process, including the appoint-
ment to the post, will be com-
pleted by November 2021, the
government had told the court.

“We are sanguine that the
entire exercise of selection of the
Director of Respondent No. 6
[IHBAS] shall be completed
without any unnecessary delay,
asassured by Respondents No. 1
to 3. While the affidavit alludes
to a maximum time frame upto
30.11.2021 for completion of the
process, however, this is the
outer limit and we expect that all
efforts and endeavours shall be
made by the official
Respondents to complete the ex-
ercise, well before 30.11.2021,
considering the fact that the
process was initiated way-back
inFebruary 2021,” the court had
said in the order passed on
September 23.
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TAKING THE LEAD

AT A time when his home state Bihar is placed below the na-
tional average in vaccination rate, BJP state president Sanjay
Jaiswal, a doctor by profession, is working hard to make his
Lok Sabha constituency West Champaran look different. Apart
from running a campaign against vaccine hesitancy, Jaiswal
has been playing an active role in ensuring adequate availabil-
ity of vaccine shots. And the efforts are showing. Banatwa block
in his constituency has more than 1 lakh people who are fully
vaccinated. In July itself, it became the first block to achieve
100 per cent first dose coverage. While India’s first dose cov-
erage is 82 per cent, Bihar's rate is 73 per cent. National lead-
ers have suggested that other MPs could take tips from Jaiswal.

as India’s envoy.

PLAYING HOST

THE OFFICIAL residence of Trinamool Congress national gen-
eral secretary Abhishek Banerjee was the site of intense po-
litical action on Tuesday, with the party making new induc-
tions in the presence of party chief and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee. In the afternoon, when Mamata
stepped out briefly to see off lyricist Javed Akhtar and politi-
cal commentator Sudheendra Kulkarni, who had come to
meet her, she enquired whether reporters assembled outside
have been served tea. After some time, packets of puffed rice
and onion pakodas - a regular fixture at informal adda ses-
sions hosted by her - were brought in and served.

(GUATEMALA POSTING

MANOJ KUMAR Mohapatra, an IFS officer of 2000 batch, cur-
rently Minister in the Indian embassy at Washington DC, has
been appointed as the next Indian ambassador to Guatemala.
Mohapatra was looking after trade and commerce relations
between India and the US. He will be replacing B S Mubarak,
an IFS officer from 2001 batch, who will be moving to Sudan

Probe did not record
Army officer’s statement:
Zakia counsel to top court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

ZAKIA JAFR], wife of Congress MP
Ahsan Jafri who was killed in the
2002 post-Godhrariots in Gujarat,
on Tuesday told Supreme Court
that investigators did not record
the statement of Lieutenant
General Zameer Uddin Shah,who
led the Army contingent that re-
stored peacein the state, toascer-
tain whether the forces were
given quick access or not.

Appearing for Jafri, Senior
Advocate Kapil Sibal told a bench
headed by Justice AM Khanwilkar,
“His statement was not recorded.
Were they given quick access or
not? If they were not given quick
access, then why not?”

The bench, also comprising
Justices Dinesh Maheshwari and
CTRavikumar, is hearingJafti’sap-
peal against Gujarat High Court’s
order upholding the decision of
the Ahmedabad Metropolitan
Magistrate courttoaccept the clo-
sure report filed by the SC-ap-
pointed SIT, which gave a clean chit

to the then
CM Narendra
Modiandoth-
ersintheriot-
related cases.
Referring
to a memoir
by Lt Gen
Shah, Sibal
said it said
“they (Army) remained stranded
attheairfield” duetolackof trans-
port. “I am not using this as sub-
stantive evidence... Had they taken
his statement, all these would
have come onrecord,” he said.
The bench sought to know
when the book was published.
After Sibal said 2018, the courtre-
sponded: “So this was not before
Special Investigation Team”.
Sibal said the former Army of-
ficer had said “the initial reaction
of civil administration was tardy”
and that he “could not even con-
tactthe public servants”. “This was
a part of the official record, they
could have investigated it,” he said.
The arguments will continue
onWednesday. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Zakia Jafri

BHARAT GAURAV SCHEME
Pvt operators can lease,
run trains on tour circuit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

PRIVATE TOUR operators can
lease trains from the Railways
and run them on any circuit of
their choice, with the freedom to
decide routes, fares and quality
of services under a new scheme
called Bharat Gaurav.

Launching the scheme on
Tuesday, Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said it will be
a new segment for Indian
Railways, and 3,033 Integral
Coach Factory (ICF) coaches or
traditional passenger coaches —
roughly 150 trains — will be ear-
marked for this.

Anyone — societies, trusts,
consortiaand even state govern-
ments — can apply for these
trains and run them on theme-
based special tourism circuits, it
was announced. The operator is
free to decide the tariff.

“We have had freight and pas-

senger segments. Bharat Gaurav
will be a new segment in train
services,” Vaishnaw told reporters.
“Our country has such arich cul-
tural heritage. These trains are
meant to take tourists to experi-
ence the cultural heritage places.”

Vaishnaw said Railways has
done stakeholder consultation
and there was a demand for ICF
coaches but in future, Vande
Bharat, Vistadome and LHB
coaches canalsobe included. He
said several state governments
have shown interest in operat-
ing these trains.

Conventional ACclasses have
been earmarked, along with
non-ACsleeper coaches, AC chair
cars and pantry cars. The opera-
tor has the freedom to create a
train with any mix, depending on
the type of clientele. The coaches
earmarked are in two age brack-
ets: more than 15 and up to 20
years old, and more than 20 and
up to 25 years old. Charges for
them vary based on their age.

Adityanath uses ‘abbajaan’phrase
again, calls AIMIM chief ‘SP agent’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 23

CALLING AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi “an agent of
Samajwadi Party”, Uttar Padesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Tuesday threatened to take
“strict action” against those
“who want to once again incite
passion” over the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).

The CAA was enacted by the
BJP government at the Centre to
provide Indian citizenship to
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi
and Christian migrants from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and
Pakistan who entered the coun-
try on or before December 31,
2014.

Addressing a booth workers'
meet of the BJP in Kanpur, the
chief minister said: “Aaj main
chetavni dunga us vyaktikojoya-
han par CAA ke naam par phir se
bhavnaon ko bhadkaane ka karya
kar raha hai. Aur chachajaan aur
abbajaan ke anuyaiyon se
kahunga ki wo saavdhan ho kar

Constitution Day
to be celebrated
in Parliament

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

UP DGP Mukul Goel presents a flag to CM Adityanath on the
occasion of ‘Jhanda Divas’ in Lucknow on Tuesday. Express

sun lein, agar pradesh ki bhavnaon
ko bhadkaake mahaul kharab
karoge to sakhti ke sath sarkar ni-
patna bhi janti hai (Today, [ am
warning the person whois once
again inciting the sentiments in
the name of CAA. I will like to tell
the followers of chachajaan and
abbajaan tolisten carefully that if
attempts are made to vitiate the

atmosphere of the state by incit-
ing feelings, the state govern-
ment will deal with it strictly).”

The chief minister had
sparked a row in September by
using “abbajaan” — the Urdu
term for father — saying that ra-
tions distributed by the previous
state government went to those
who say “abbajaan”.

“Har vyakti jaanta hai Owasi,
Samjwadi Party ka agent banke
bhavnaon ko bhadkaane ka karya
kar rahe hain (Everyone knows
that Owasi is trying to incite the
passion by working as an agent
of Samajwadi Party),”Adityanath
said, claiming that no commu-
nal riots now take place in the
state, where such clashes used to
take place frequently in the pre-
vious governments.

“UP is now not known for ri-
ots but as a danga-mukt (riot-
free) state,” he added.

While addressing a meeting
in Barabanki Sunday, Owaisi had
demanded that the Central gov-
ernment should withdraw the
CAA and the National Register of
Citizens following the an-
nouncement on the repeal of the
three controversial farm laws.
“The CAA is against the
Constitution. If the BJP govern-
ment does not take back this law,
we will come out on the streets
and another Shaheen Bagh will
come up here,” Owaisi had said,
referring to the protest in
Shaheen Bagh of Delhi.

Maya strategy to win reserved

seats: Dalit-Brahmin ‘bhaichara’

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 23

AS PART of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mabhotsav’, Constitution Day will
be celebrated in the Central Hall
of Parliament on November 26
and President Ram Nath Kovind
will preside over the event.

At a press conference, Union
Minister Pralhad Joshi said the
main event will be attended by
Vice President Venkaiah Naidu,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birlaand
others. The event is being organ-
ised by the Lok Sabha Secretariat
and Speaker, the parliamentary
affairs minister said.

“Celebration of Constitution
Day was started in 2015 by PM
@narendramodi. This time, the
main functionin the central hall
will be organised by @loksab-
haspeaker & @LokSabhaSectt.
#PresidentKovind, VP
@MVenkaiahNaidu & PM
@narendramodi will partici-
pate: Union Minister
@JoshiPralhad,” the Press
Information Bureau tweeted.

Onthe bill torepeal the three
farm laws, Joshi said the PM has
made an announcement and the
agriculture ministry is deliberat-
ingonit.

TARGETING THE 86 reserved con-
stituencies in Uttar Pradesh,
Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati Tuesday told party
leaders to develop bhaichara
(brotherhood) between Brahmins
and Scheduled Castes/Scheduled
Tribes in those seats.

She also reviewed the func-
tioning of polling and sector
booth committees of each re-
served constituency and the
progress of the party’s efforts to
reach out to Brahmins in them.

In a press note released after
the meeting, the BSP said that SC
candidates would be fielded on
some general (non-reserved)
seats as well.

Speaking to reporters in
Lucknow, Mayawati said the
meeting was called to chalk out
“asolid strategy” towin the 86 re-
served constituencies — 84 re-
served for SCs and two for STs.

Mayawati said she has given
the responsibility of connecting
with the upper castes, especially
the Brahmins, in these reserved
constituencies to party national
general secretary Satish Chandra
Misra and his team.

Between July and August,

BSP chief Mayawati in
Lucknow on Tuesday.

when Misra addressed BSP's spe-
cial meetings involving Brahmins
he would say that 13 per cent
Brahmin votes with 23 per cent
Dalit votes added up to 36 per
centvote share, whichis enough
towin an election in UP.

The BSP chief accused SP and
BJP of taking credit for projects
conceptualised by her govern-
ments. Though she did not elabo-
rate on the work done during her
terms, she has in the past claimed
the framework of the Purvanchal
Expressway and Jewar Airport
were prepared during BSP rule.

Why
reserved
@ seats matter

EXPLAINED

THE PARTY that won
most of the reserved
seats in the last two polls
has formed government.
In 2017, when the BJP
swept the elections, it
had won the most SCre-
served seats —67.In
2012, the winning SP had
bagged 58 SC reserved
seats, followed by BSP
(15), Congress (four), and
RLD and BJP (three).

Kejriwal silent on AAP’s CM face for
Punjab, praises Sidhu for taking on Channi

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR,NOVEMBER 23

AAM AADMI Party convenor
Arvind Kejriwal Tuesday played
on the never-ending infighting in
the Punjab Congress as he praised
state party chief Navjot Singh
Sidhu for exposing the “false
claims” of Chief Minister Charanjit
Singh Channi. While staying non-
committal on the AAP’'s CM face
for Punjab polls, Kejriwal claimed
that at least “25 Congress MLAs
and 2-3 MPs” were ready to
switch, but his party was not
readytoaccept “kachra(garbage)”.

“I commend the courage of
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Kejriwal with AAP state chief
Bhagwant Mann in Amritsar
on Tuesday.Rana Simranjeet Singh

Navjot Singh Sidhu. He is expos-
ing the government. Channi is
making false claims and Sidhuis
saying that all these claims are

lies. Sidhu is raising issues of the
public. But the entire Congress is
trying to suppress him. Earlier,
Capt Amarinder Singh was try-
ing to suppress him and now
Channi is doing the same to
Sidhu,” Kejriwal said.

Adressing media on the sec-
ond day of his latest Punjab tour,
Kejriwal pointed out that Sidhu
had “corrected” the CM when
the latter claimed that sand was
now being sold at Rs 5 per cubic
feet. “Sidhu told the chief minis-
ter that it was still being sold at
Rs 20 per cubic feet,” he added.

He added, “Whatever prom-
ises I make here, Channi makes
after two or three days.”

Asked about the party’s CM
face, Kejriwal said: “When a
party decides to declare the CM
candidate, it is done when elec-
tions are near or after the code of
conduct come into force. In Goa,
Punjab, Uttarakhand, or Uttar
Pardesh, no party has announced
its CM candidate. I assure you, we
will be the first to announce CM
candidate in Punjab.”

During his previous visit to
Amritsar, Kejriwal had said that
party's CM face would be a Sikh.
Meanwhile, some supporters of
state AAP president Bhagwant
Mann raised slogans in his
favour. The Sangrur MPis among
the frontrunners for the CM face.
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Jayant Chaudhary with Akhilesh Yadav in Lucknow, Tuesday.

SP, RLD discuss

seat sharing,
deal likely soon

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 23

AHEAD OF the upcoming Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections,
Samajwadi Party (SP) chief
Akhilesh Yadav met Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD) national president
Jayant Chaudhary in Lucknow on
Tuesday afternoon to discuss a
possible seat-sharing formula.
Sources said a formal announce-
ment would be made soon.

While the two parties fought
the 2017 elections separately, for
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, the
RLD was part of the Grand
Alliance with the SPand BSP. The
RLD lostall the three seats it con-
tested then -- Baghpat, Mathura
and Muzaffarnagar.

Sources said that for the up-
coming elections, the SPis likely
to leave the western UP districts
of Muzaffarnagar, Baghpat,
Meerut, Bulandshahr, Aligarh
and Mathura to the RLD.

After his meeting with
Akhilesh, Jayant tweeted a pic-
ture of the two of them cap-
tioned, “Badhte kadam (Step for-
ward).”

Akhilesh too tweeted a pho-
tograph with Jayant captioned,
“ShriJayant Chaudhary ji ke saath
badlaav ki aur (With Jayant
Chaudhary, towards change).”

SP spokesperson Rajendra

Choudhary said a formal an-
nouncement on the seat-sharing
formula would be made soon.

In the 2017 state elections,
when the two parties failed to
reach an understanding, the RLD
had contested 277 seats, win-
ning just one - Chhaprauli
(Baghpat)-- with a vote share of
2.59 per cent in the seats it con-
tested. The SP, which allied with
the Congress, contested 311 of
the 403 seats, winning 47 of
those with a vote share of 28.32
per cent.

The latest seat-sharing talks
are part of the SP's plan to bring
together smaller parties for the
upcoming elections. The SP has
already sealed an alliance with
Om Prakash Rajbhar’s Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP) --
aBJPallyinthe 2017 polls. Along
with SBSP, the Bhagidari Sankalp
Morcha, a grouping of smaller
parties headed by Rajbhar, will
be part of the SP-led alliance.

With farmers from the sug-
arcane bowl of western UP agi-
tated over the three farm laws,
Jayant, who was appointed na-
tional president of the RLD after
his father and former Union
minister Ajit Singh died in May,
had led a series of mahapan-
chayats in the region. “The talks
are still on, but the RLD should
get around 30-35 seats in west-
ern UP” said a senior SP leader.

‘Kerala turning into
Syria’: BJP seeks probe
into workers’ killings

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

THE BJP Tuesday said it has
sought Home Minister Amit
Shah’s intervention for a probe
into the recent killings of RSS and
party workers in Kerala. It
blamed the Popular Front of
India (PFI) for the two killings
and claimed that the outfit is
turning the state “into Syria”.
State President K Surendran
and Union Minister V
Muraleedharan, at a press confer-
ence, alleged that both the
Congress and the Left were sup-
porting “Muslim terror outfits” in
the state. “The PFl is trying to di-
vide the people in the name of
food and dress code.. Slowly,
Kerala is turning into Syria,”
Surendran said. He said the Kerala
unit has apprised Shah about the

operations of a “fundamentalist
group” and how the state govern-
ment has “failed to take action”.

A27-year-old was stabbed to
death allegedly by members of
the Social Democratic Front of
India (SDPI), the political wing of
the PF], in Palakkad district this
month. The state BJP has sought
a National Investigation Agency
probe into his death as well as
that of a BJP worker in Thrissur
in October.

The BJPleaders did not clarify
if the Home Ministry had any
plan to ban PFL

Asked why the party has not
soughtaban on the outfit, Union
Minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
who was present at the press
conference, said: “Law is a state
subject...we are demanding free
and fair investigation and pros-
ecution of the guilty. Otherwise,
criminal activities will flourish.”

20/11 response should have been stronger: Tewari book

As Cong maintains silence, Adhir targets colleague over his views; BJP says forces were ready to strike but UPA govt froze
s

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

DAYS AFTER a controversy
erupted over Salman Khurshid’s
observation in his book equating
political Hindutva with “jihadist”
Islam of groups like Islamic State
and Boko Haram of Nigeria, his
party colleague and Lok Sabha
MP Manish Tewari’s criticism of
the UPA government’s response
inthe wake of the 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks in his forthcoming
book on Tuesday put the party in
aspot of bother.

In his book 10 Flashpoints; 20
Years, Tewari observes that India
should have acted strongly against
Pakistan after the terror attacks as
restraint against Islamabad s per-

ceived as a symbol of weakness.

“For a state that has no com-
punctions in brutally slaughtering
hundreds of innocent people, re-
straintis notasign of strength; itis
perceived as a symbol of weak-
ness. There comes a time when
actions must speak louder than
words. 26/11 was one such time
when it just should have been
done. It, therefore, is my consid-
ered opinion that India should
have actioned a kinetic response
inthe days following India’s 9/11,”
he has written.

While the Congress officially
refused toreact, the party’sleader
in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury hitout at Tewari, say-
ing the book will “sell like hot cakes
and the salesman will be the BJP”.

The BJP cited Tewari’s obser-

Cong
leader
Manish
Tewari

vations to target Congress. It al-
leged that the UPA government
had put national security at stake
by not responding strongly after
the terror attacks. Addressing a
press conference at the BJP head-
quarters, party spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia said, “The book
confirms that the Congress-led
UPA government was insensitive,
useless and was not concerned
about national security.”
“Congress president Sonia
Gandhiji,Rahul Gandhiji, will you

break your silence today?... Our
Army was asking for permission
from former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singhji to teach
Pakistan a lesson. But Sonia
Gandhiji, why was the Army not
given this permission?”

In-charge of BJP’s National
Information and Technology
Department Amit Malviya
tweeted: “After Salman Khurshid,
another Congress leader throws
UPAunder the bus to sell his book.
Manish Tewari in his new book
slams the UPA for weakness in the
name of restraint post 26/11. Air
Chief Marshal Fali Major is already
onrecord saying IAF was ready to
strike but UPA froze.”

When asked about the BJP’s
reaction, Tewari told The Indian
Express, “I am rather amused by

New Delhi

the childishresponse of the BJP to
one excerpt out of a 304-page
book. I wonder if they would re-
act similarly to some of the hard
analysis that the book might have
with regard to their handling of
the national security remit.”

The Congress refused to join
the controversy. “I have not read
the book. Neitherisitreleased. So
[ don’t think it is appropriate to
comment beforehand. Let the
book come out first.... Then we
will see whether we need to dis-
cuss it or not,” Congress
spokesperson Pawan Khera said
atan AICC press briefing. He said
the BJP “wants us to deviate from”
issues that “we are raising” but
“we will not fall in that trap”.

Chowdhury said it would have
been better had Tewari written a

book on the Congress’s contribu-
tion in building a modern India.
“The terror attack happened
in 2008. And in 2021, he is saying
that the then government’s re-
sponse was not adequate. But to-
day, the challenge Indiais facing is
from China. It is building infra-
structure in Doklam, targeting
Siliguri chicken’s neck, construct-
ingavillage in Arunachal and en-
croaching into our territory in
Ladakh. T don’'t know what
Tewari's viewsare on this,” he said.
“Onethinglcansayisthatthe
book will sell like hot cakes and
the salesman will be the BJP”
Tewari, in his book, has also
targeted the BJP government. For
instance, he has criticised it for
shelving plans of raising a moun-
tain strike corps against China.
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CONG, JD-U LEADERS FROM BIHAR, HARYANA JOIN TRINAMOOL

3 more join TMC, Didi seeks to widen footprint

MANOJCG
& SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

MAMATA BANERJEE inducted
Kirti Azad of the Congress, ex-
pelled JD-U leader Pavan Varma,
and former Haryana Congress
chief Ashok Tanwar into the TMC
on Tuesday as part of a plan to
register the presence of her party
instates other than West Bengal,
and to make a bid for a handful of
seats outside her home state in
the Lok Sabha elections of 2024.

The TMC hopes that by win-
ning most of the 42 seats in
Bengal and picking up at least a
few in some other states, it can
putitselfin a position to disrupt
the conventional national polit-
ical scene. “We can even dislodge
the Congress as the main oppo-
sition party,” a TMC leader said.

The West Bengal chief min-
ister, who is on a four-day visit to

Delhi -- her second trip here in
four months -- is keen to be part
of the national political narrative,
and the TMCis currently making
a determined attempt to carve
out space foritself in Tripura and
Goa. As of now, no party other
than the BJP and Congress holds
power in more than one state.

By going full-throttle in Goa
before the Assembly elections,
and inducting leaders of all kinds
--young and old, prominent and
inconsequential -- Banerjee is
sending an aggressive political
signal. Relations with the
Congress and opposition unity
at the national level could be-
come casualties of her ambition,
but TMC leaders said it was un-
avoidable.

“You have to start some-
where. If you start building lead-
ers...it will take 10 years to build
aleader in Bihar or Haryana.
How else do you spread? She
believes that you can't keep

Family members of Col B S Babu (left) and Major Anuj Sood
receive gallantry awards from the President. P11

Gallantry awards for
Col Babu, Major Sood

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

COLONEL BIKUMALLA Santosh
Babu was on Tuesday awarded
the Maha Vir Chakra — the coun-
try’s second-highest military gal-
lantry honour — posthumously
for leading the fight against
Chinese soldiers in Galwan Valley
of Ladakh on June 15, 2020.

Major Anuj Sood was awarded
the Shaurya Chakra posthu-
mously for an anti-militancy op-
eration in Kupwara region of J&K
in April-May 2020.

Colonel Babu’s mother and
wife received the award from
President Ram Nath Kovind at
Rashtrapati Bhavan during the
Defence Investiture Ceremony for
awards announced on Republic
Day this year.

Major Sood’s wife, Akriti Sood,
received the award.

Five other soldiers, four of
whom were killed in the Galwan
clash, were awarded Vir Chakras.

The Presidentalsoawarded six
Kirti Chakras (five posthumous),
five Vir Chakras (four posthu-
mous), 15 Shaurya Chakras (nine
posthumous), 28 Param Vishisht
Seva Medals, four Uttam Yudh
Seva Medals, and 49 Ati Vishisht
SevaMedals during the ceremony.

Col Babu was Commanding
Officer of 16 Bihar Regiment, de-
ployed in Galwan Valley for

‘Operation Snow Leopard'. His ci-
tation mentioned thatas CO of his
unit, he was tasked with establish-
ing an ‘Observation Post’ in the
face of the enemy, which he suc-
cessfully did.

Company Commander in 21
Rashtriya Rifles, Major Sood
launched an operation to inter-
cept two militants in Wastar
Forest. A day later, in an “act of
conspicuous bravery, he along
with CO and three others moved
inside the target house to evacuate
civilian hostages. Unmindful of his
personal safety the officer relent-
lessly fired upon and pinned
down hardcore terrorists result-
ing in evacuation of three civilian
hostages,” according to a release.
Major Sood died of multiple gun-
shot wounds.

Five other soldiers involved in
the Galwan clash were awarded
Vir Chakra, of whom four were
killed in combat: Naib Subedar
Nuduram Soren, Havildar
(Gunner) K Palani, Naik Deepak
Singh of Battalion Nursing
Assistant, and Sepoy Late Gurtej
Singh. The fifth award was con-
ferred upon Havildar Tejinder
Singh of 3 Medium Regiment,
who was injured in combat and
survived. “Undeterred by the nu-
merical superiority of the enemy,
the Non Commissioned Officer
took on the enemy in a hand to
hand fight and resisted them gal-
lantly,” the release stated.

Mamata with former JD(U) MP Pavan Varma. Anil Sharma

waiting for the Congress to get
its act together to take on the
BJP. You may think that those
who are joining the Trinamool
are inconsequential. But that is
how it starts. Many senior lead-
ers of the Congress are not
happy...and in 10 years she will
become an alternative,” a sen-
ior TMC leader said.

To the criticism that the TMC
may end up dividing the anti-BJP
vote in Goa, another leader said:
“At this stage, wherever she goes
people will say she is dividing
the [anti-BJP] vote. But you have
to take somebody else's vote
bank to build your base.
Elections are happening in five
states and she has to be part of

that narrative. Otherwise, all the
talk will be just about (Narendra)
Modi, Priyanka (Gandhi Vadra),
Akhilesh (Yadav) or (Arvind)
Kejriwal. We also aspire to be-
come a national party.”

Varma, a former adviser to
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and a Rajya Sabha MP un-
til July 2016, was expelled from
the JD-U -- of which he was na-
tional general secretary and
spokesperson -- in 2020.

Tanwar quit the Congress in
October 2019 and recently
launched his own party. Azad, a
three-time BJP MP from
Darbhanga in Bihar, joined the
Congress in 2018.

On Azad's exit, Congress
spokesperson Pawan Khera said
onTuesday: “All those who want
power and who do not have the
passion (jazba) to struggle can
leave.” Congress leader in Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
lashed out at Banerjee and the

“political opportunists”.

“Banerjee is dangling Rajya
Sabha seats before these people.
Sheisindulging in political entre-
preneurship, and these sold-out
souls are selling themselves. This
is nothing but political meena
bazaar,”he told The Indian Express.

Banerjee, Chowdhury al-
leged, “does not want opposition
unity, otherwise she would not
be doing such things”. And the
“luckiest person” as a result was
Prime Minister Modi. “Banerjee
wants a Congress-mukt opposi-
tion,and Modi wants a Congress-
mukt India. Banerjee Congress-
mukt opposition ke liye gaana
shuru kar diye hain aur Modiji
Congress-mukt Bharat ke liye
bansuri bajaa rahe hain. Gaana-
bajaana chalu hai,” he said.

Besides the three politicians,
lyricist Javed Akhtar and politi-
cal commentator Sudheendra
Kulkarni also met Banerjee dur-
ing the day.

Apex court directs Tripura’s top

cops to ensure peaceful elections

BJP, TMC role reversal:
Mamata may raise Tripura
violence issue at PM meet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday re-
jected a plea by All India
Trinamool Congress to postpone
the local body polls in Tripura but
issued additional guidelines tothe
state's top police officers toensure
that the conduct of elections re-
mains peaceful.

“The DGPand IGP shall take all
steps toensure the election is con-
ducted without disruptions, espe-
cially on the day of polling and
counting,” said the court.

The ruling came on a con-
tempt plea by TMC alleging that
its cadre was being targeted in the
state and false cases foisted on
them in the run-up to the elec-
tions despite earlier orders of the
court. The ongoing municipal poll
process in Tripura will see voting
on November 25 and counting of
votes on November 28.

“Postponingelectionsisamat-
ter oflastand extreme recourse. It
isour considerate view that, short
of postponing elections, the ap-
prehensions expressed by the pe-
titioners can be redressed by issu-
ingdirections to Tripura toensure
that remaining phases of munic-
ipal elections take place in a safe
and secure manner and the re-
portsof law and order, which have

Poll officials check election
material in Agartala. PTI

beendrawn to the attention of en-
forcement agencies, are dealt with
in accordance with law,” a bench
headed by Justice D Y
Chandrachud said.

The bench said,"it is the duty
of DGP, IGP & Home Secretary to
assuage any misgiving about the
fairness of the law enforcement
machinery in supporting the elec-
toral process”. “The law enforce-
ment agencies must discharge
dutyinaneven-handed..manner
to obviate the grievance that can-
didates and supporters of All India
Trinamool Congress (AITC) are
unfairly targeted...” it said.

The court asked the Tripura
DGPandIGtohold ajoint meeting
with SEC by Wednesday for as-
sessing the availability of central
paramilitary forces.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

DURING HER meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee is ex-
pected toraise the issue of attacks
on TMC leaders and workers in
Tripura in the run-up to the mu-
nicipal polls on November 25.

Alittle over five months ago,
another leader from West Bengal
had approached the PM with a
similar complaint of political vio-
lence. Except, the party in the dock
was the TMC, and the com-
plainant was Leader of Opposition
and BJP MLA Suvendu Adhikari.

While Tripura and West
Bengal are no strangers to political
violence, the rivalry between the
BJP and TMC have deepened the
crisis in recent years.

On Monday, before leaving
Kolkata, Mamata told reporters
thatapart from raising the issue of
BSF's territorial jurisdiction, she
will flag the recent “atrocities” in
Tripura. “Where have all the hu-

man rights organisations gone
now?" shesaid, inanapparentref-
erence to the NHRC committee
that was set up on June 21 based
onanorder of Calcutta High Court.
Several families hit by post-poll vi-
olence had approached the High
Court in this regard.

While the NHRC committee
had severely criticised the state
government inits report and rec-
ommended CBI probe, the gov-
ernment hit back, alleging “bias”.

Incidentally, the allegation of
partisan state action also found
mention in the memorandum
TMC MPs submitted to Home
Minister Amit Shah on Monday.
“We are aware that law and order
is a state subject, but if a party or
government in any state violates
SCordersand takes away the con-
stitutional rights of opposition
party to campaign in a local elec-
tion, the Centre should look into
the matter. The violence against
TMC leaders and workers in
Tripura by BJP workers and parti-
san action by Tripura Police must
stop,” it said. FULL REPORT

www.indianexpress.com

Ahead of Putin visit,

DAC nod to jointly
make rifles in India

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

THE DEFENCE Acquisition Council
(DAC) cleared the long-pending
proposal for a deal with Russia to
manufacture 6lakh AK203 assault
rifles for the Army, sources con-
firmed on Tuesday. The deal had
been struck over several points for
nearly two years, including nego-
tiations over technology transfer.

The DAC also cleared a pro-
posal to acquire two satellites for
the IAF to help them communi-
cate beyond the line of sight.

The deal for the assault rifles,
to be manufactured by Amethi-
based Indo-Russian Rifles Private
Limited, is expected to be worth
around Rs 5,000 crore, and the fi-
nal approval comes ahead of
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
visit to India in the first week of
December. It is likely to be signed
in Putin’s presence.

The deal is part of the Inter-
Government Agreement with
Russia, under which the first
70,000rifles will be off-the-shelf,
after which transfer of technology
for the guns to be made in India
will begin. Russia had earlier de-
manded royalty over each gun to
be manufactured inIndiabut later
waived off the clause. There were
a few other issues that had been
stuckin negotiations, which have
largely been sorted out, the
sources said.

Production will begin next
year, and the first indigenously
made rifles are likely to be deliv-
ered within 32 months. The new
assault rifles will replace the in-

Replacement
forINSAS
@ rifles

EXPLAINED

THE CLEARANCE of the
long-stuck rifles deal
bodes well for the armed
forces, who have not been
happy with the domesti-
cally-manufactured INSAS
rifles. With issues in trans-
fer of technology details
and pricing ironed out, the
gunis expected to become
the mainstay assault rifle
for the armed forcesin the
years to come.

digenously manufactured Indian
Short Arms System (INSAS)rifles.
Over the past two years, the gov-
ernment had to place an order for
nearly 1.5 lakh American Sig Sauer
rifles to meet the shortfall of guns
available with the armed forces.

A statement issued by the
Defence Ministry after Tuesday’s
DACmeeting, however, was quiet
ontherifles deal. It stated that the
DAC chaired by Defence Minister
Rajnath  Singh  accorded
Acceptance of Necessity fora cap-
italacquisition proposal of IAF for
itsmodernisation and operational
needs, amounting to Rs 2,236
crore, for procurement of GSAT-
7C satellite and ground hubs for
real-time connectivity of software
defined radios (SDRs).

“The project envisages com-
plete design, development and
launching of satellites in India,”
the statement said.

‘Don’t concretise Mysuru hill’:
Kannada novelist writes to PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 23

KANNADA NOVELIST S L
Bhyrappa has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi request-
ing him to save the Chamundi hill
near Mysuru from “environmen-
tally unsustainable” concretisa-
tion. Bhyrappa’s letter comes af-
ter the hill reported at least four
landslides in less than a month.
Chamundi hill is proposed to
be developed under the
Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and
Spiritual Heritage Augmentation
Drive (PRASHAD) of the Union
government under which grants
worth Rs 100 crore would be
sanctioned to transform it into a

spiritual tourism hub.

Environmentalists have op-
posed the plan, stating it can pose
athreat to the hill itself.

In the letter, Bhyrappa said,
“What I have heard about the
project proposal submitted by the
Karnataka state government has
pained me. It is concentrating
more on the modern concept of
architecture using concrete and
environmentally unsustainable
materials. What we need is to de-
molish the already existing con-
crete jungle and restore the natu-
ral beauty of the hill with
minimum interference from con-
tractors. The State Government’s
proposal adds some more to the
concrete jungle in the name of
glamorisingit.”

Guleria: No need for booster dose for now, huge third wave unlikely

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

BOOSTER DOSES of the Covid-19
vaccine are not needed in India
right now, focus needs to be on
vaccine coverage, AIIMS Director
Dr Randeep Guleria said on
Tuesday evening. He also said the
possibility of a “huge third wave”
is “declining each passing day”.
“The vaccines are holding up,
we are not seeing breakthrough
infections causing a surge in our
admissions, our sero-positivity

Day-long fast to be held over ‘illegal
construction’ in Goa’s heritage area

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI,NOVEMBER 23

TWO DAYS after at least 3,000
people attended a protest against
the allegedly illegal construction
of abungalow ina protected her-
itage area, activists and the Save
0ld Goa Action Committee (SO-
GAC) have announced aday-long
fast on Wednesday over the is-
sue. Old Goa is home to a UN-
ESCO world heritage precinct
that includes several heritage
monuments, including seven
churches.

Lawyer Andrea Mascarenhas,
one of the activists opposing the
construction, said on Tuesday that
the turnout at Sunday’s protest
had shown that Goans care about
their heritage. “A national leader
of the ruling party has committed
fraud by constructing an illegal
structure. The ruling party has
connived with her to get all the
fraudulent permissions,” said
Mascarenhas.

A protest had taken place on
Sunday. Express file

The bungalow is being con-
structed in Ella village under
Tiswadi taluka and a part of the
land was sold to Mumbai-based
developer Manish Munot, hus-
band of BJP spokesperson Shaina
NC,in2015.SOGAC, iniits letter to
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant in
September, had said, “Thisisa case
of gross misuse of power by the
state government to favour a pow-
erful and influential party.”

“From 8am to 6pm on
Wednesday, we will be sitting on
a fast and will pray that the gov-
ernment realises the first-degree

fraud it has done in connivance
with the political party in giving
fraudulent permissions to na-
tional leader Shaina NC,” said
Mascarenhas.

When contacted on Tuesday;,
Shaina said, “I have nothing to
say...there has to be some legiti-
macy.” Munot said he did not
want to comment on the matter.
Itis learnt that Munot has pulled
out of the construction.

Earlier, Goa BJP president
Sadanand Tanavade had told The
Indian Express that the issue was
alocal one and had nothing to do
with the party.

SOGAC has also moved the
Supreme Court over the permis-
sions granted for the bungalow’s
construction. In its petition, SO-
GAC has stated that the bunga-
low was being constructed on
land divided into two parts —
2,400 sq mt of it was sold to
Suvarna Lotlikar, wife of Suraj
Lotlikar, former treasurer of the
Goa Forward Party, and 9,500 sq
mt was sold to Munot.

rate is very high. All of these sug-
gest thatas of now, we really don’t
need a booster dose. We may
need it in the future, that is defi-
nitely there. But as of now we
don’t need a booster dose,” he
said. “We are well protected and I
think we should focus on getting
more and more people to get the
first and second dose because if
we have that number in a suffi-
ciently large amount, we will be
well protected as a country.”
DrGuleriawas speaking at the
launch of ‘Going Viral', a book on
the making of Bharat Biotech’s

Kannur varsity
V-C reappointed;
move sparks row

Thiruvananthapuram: Kannur
University vice-chancellor Prof
Gopinath Ravindran was on
Tuesday reappointed for another
fouryears even after a notification
wasissued for freshappointment.
On Twitter, Kerala Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan an-
nounced his reappointment.
The move comes amid
protests by Save University
Campaign Committee (SUCC),
which complained to the
Governor. Calling Ravindran’s re-
appointment illegal, SUCC secre-
tary M Shajirkhan said Kannur
University Act says no person
above 60 can be appointed to the
post and pointed out that
Ravindran is past the cut-off age.
Last week, SUCC had com-
plained against selection of Dr
Priya Varghese as associate pro-
fessor in the Malayalam
Department, stating she did not
have qualifications. She is wife of
former CPI(M)Rajya Sabha mem-
ber KK Ragesh, who is at present
private secretary to the CM. ENS

(L-R) DrRandeep Guleria; Dr Balram Bhargava

Covaxin, by ICMR director general
Dr Balram Bhargava.

On a third wave, Dr Guleria
said: “As our vaccination pro-
gramme is moving forward, as we

JHARKHAND

are seeing low vaccine hesitancy
and as we are seeing the vaccines
are holding out - in terms of pre-
venting severe disease and pre-
venting hospitalisation and death

- the chance of any huge wave is
declining with each passing day.
Itis very unlikely that we will see
ahuge third wave.”

“But the disease will become
endemic and we will continue to
have cases... we will have some
patients whowill be sick but it will
not be of the magnitude that we
saw inthefirstand second waves.”

NITI Aayog Member DrV K
Paul saidfurther research needs to
be done into the question of
booster doses. “When you take a
decision on an additional dose, it
has to be based on sound informa-

tion and there are many aspects.
It has to be different for different
vaccines... We are looking at the
data systemically...”

Speaking on the journey of the
creation and approval of Covaxin,
DrBhargavareferred toanumber
of milestones - becoming the fifth
country to isolate a strain of the
coronavirus, tracing the contacts
of the first case, sprucing up test-
ing and becoming the first to use
antigen tests, beginning testing on
demand in September and going
on to send testing kits to other
parts of the world.

Control room for migrant workers
becomes lifeline for their families too

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI,NOVEMBER 23

ITSTARTED as acall centre to help
workers in other states with food
and money as the first Covid-19
curbs came into force early last
year. Today, the Jharkhand
Migrant Control Room has be-
come a lifeline for their families,
too — bringing back stranded
workers, helping them get out-
standing salaries, and coordinat-
ing the return of bodies of those
wholost their lives in other states.

“Last year, close to 200 bodies
oflabourers were brought back to
Jharkhand but there were multi-
ple agencies involved. This year,
we have on our own helped the
families of 68 labourers, who died
atworksites in 16 states, get their
bodies back,” said Shikha Pankaj,
the team lead at the control room.

Shikha is a part of PHIA

Foundation, a Delhi-based NGO
that was picked by the state gov-
ernment to run the control room
with a work force of 30 from var-
ious backgrounds.

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren said: “When the
pandemic struck and the lock-
down was announced, we were
looking for an organisation which
could understand the plight of the
state’s migrants and actas a bridge
between the government and
them. That is where PHIA
Foundation pitched in...Inthelast
one-and-a-half years, the control
room has been the backbone of
our entire campaign to help our
state’s workers across country.”

“We have been mobilising re-
sources to support this initiative
since the beginning,” said Johnson
Topno, state head of PHIA
Foundation.

The control room also plays a
key role in rescuing stranded

New Delhi

workers. InJune this year, control
room staff said, they secured the
return of 32 members of a tribal
community who were stranded
ata brick kiln in UP’s Deoria after
not being paid for six months. In
October,agroup of labourers were
“rescued” from Himachal Pradesh
after some of them called to com-
plain of assault.

According to data from the
control room, 9,66,393 migrant
workers returned to Jharkhand
between March 27, 2020, and
October 31,2021. “Another major
challenge is to get the wages and
remuneration of labourers...” said
Shikha, a team lead. Yet, it's the
control room’s intervention in
cases of deaths that has made a
big difference, such as in the case
of Ramdev Turi from Bokaro.

According to Turi’s family, he
climbed the poleofa 11 KVline in
Goa for repair work when he sus-
tained an electric shock. “..he suc-

cumbed to his injuries on
November 4,” Turi’s 20-year-old
nephew Karma said.

Amid the distress, staff at the
control room came across avideo
appeal posted by Karma on social
media. “We got in touch with the
authorities in Goa and mobilised
resources to bring back the body
within a few days,” said Shikha.

However, the families of mi-
grant labourers want the state
government to take a more proac-
tive role. Turi’s family continue to
struggle every day since the “only
help” they received was Rs 2,000
given by the village chief. And the
labourers rescued from the brick
kiln complain that they got only
“Rs 15,000 per couple” as wages
for six months. “This is pure ex-
ploitation, and we want govern-
menttointervene,” said Somnath,
one of them.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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Kerala woman’s DNA matches with baby Rights bodies slam arrest of J&K Hc Dral sex not

given in adoption, govt to alert court

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 23

THE DNA test conducted on for-
mer Kerala SFI leader Anupama
S Chandran on Tuesday matched
with that of the one-year-old
baby, proving that Chandran and
her partner, Ajith Kumar, are par-
ents of the infant.

The DNA test on all three was
conducted to confirm biological
parents of the baby who was
giveninadoption, allegedly with-
outChandran’s consentin Andhra
Pradesh in August this year.

Soon after the Rajiv Gandhi
Centre for Biotechnology here re-

vealed the results of the tests, the
district Child Welfare Committee
allowed the couple to visit the
child, now lodged ata care home.

Chandran, 23, had got sepa-
rated from her baby three days
after delivery in October 2020,
allegedly since her parents, who
were also local CPI(M) cadres,
were against their daughter
bringing up the baby with
Kumar, as he was not legally di-
vorced from his first wife.

After meeting their baby,
Chandran told the media, “Itisa
big relief for me. For the last year,
I have been waiting for this mo-
ment. [ am pleading with offi-
cials to take steps to hand over
(our) baby to me at the earliest.”

Although their DNA results
matched, a hurdle left before
Chandran is the decision of the
family court in
Thiruvananthapuram, which
had last month stayed the adop-
tion process.

State Health and Family
Welfare Minister Veena George
said the court will be informed
about the outcome of the test.
“The government has always
stood with Chandran's demand.”

George said the state govern-
ment has asked the Central
Adoption Resources Authority to
give priority to the Andhra cou-
ple who have returned
Chandran’s son the next possible
opportunity to adopt a child.

activist; NIA says ‘terror links’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SRINAGAR, NOV 23

ADAY after human rights activist
Khurram Parvez was arrested in
Srinagar, a spokesperson of the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA)alleged on Tuesday that he
"was in touch with overground
workers of a Pakistan-based
banned terror outfit". Sources
said Parvez would be brought to
Delhi on a transit remand.
Parvez was arrested on
Monday in connection with a
case filed under various sections
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA), in-

Human rights activist
Khurram Parvez. APfile

"Verification of certain facts
revealed from the arrested ac-
cused is being done from him
(former NIA official)," a senior
NIA official said.

Parvez is the programme co-
ordinator of the Jammu and
Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society
(JKCCS), a federation of human
rights groups and individuals
working in J&K. His arrest drew
sharp reactions from the human
rights community.

“I'm hearing disturbing re-
ports that Khurram Parvez was
arrested today in Kashmir & is at
risk of being charged by authori-
ties in #India with terrorism-re-
lated crimes. He's not a terrorist,

he's a human rights defender,”
Mary Lawlor, UN Special
Rapporteur on Human Rights
Defenders, said in a tweet.

Amnesty International said
Parvez's arrest "is yet another ex-
ample of how anti-terror laws
are being misused to criminalise
human rights work & stifle dis-
sent in India... Instead of target-
ing HRDs (human rights defend-
ers), authorities should focus on
bringing accountability for hu-
man rights violations."

While Parvez was initially
detained for questioning, the NIA
formally arrested him on
Monday evening. The arrest
memo said he was arrested in
the case, FIR RC-
30/2021/NIA/DLI filed on
November 6, under IPC Sections
120B (criminal conspiracy), 121
(waging, attempting to wage,
abetting waging of war against
the government), and 121A
(conspiracy to commit offences
punishable by Section 121); and
Sections 17 (raising funds for ter-
rorist act), 18 (conspiracy), 18B
(recruiting of any person or per-
sons for terrorist act) and 40
(raising funds for a terrorist or-
ganisation) of the UAPA.

‘aggravated sexual
assault’in POCSO

Cuts man’sjail term from 10 yrsto 7 yrs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 23

THE ALLAHABAD High Court has
reduced thejail sentence ofaman
convicted of sexual assault on a
10-year-old boy from 10 years to
seven years, saying that oral sex
doesnot fallin the category of “ag-
gravated sexual assault or sexual
assault” as per the provisions of
the POCSO (Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences) Act.
While hearing a criminal ap-
peal filed by the convicted man,
Justice Anil Kumar Ojha of the
Allahabad High Court in his or-
der observed: “From the perusal
of the provisions of the POCSO
Act, it is clear that the offence
committed by the appellant nei-
ther falls under Section 5/6 of the
POCSO Act nor under Section
9(M) of the POCSO Act because
there is penetrative sexual as-
sault in the present case as the
appellant has put his penisinto

cluding terror funding.
DELHI JAL BOARD nf-‘-.l"lfﬂ ) According to sources, be-
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) DR-XIV =) sides Kashmir, searches were
SPS NAJAFSmﬁ!? He;c':rEi‘\’IV@DE:-""lt: 0043. also carried out in Himachal
“STOP CORONA: Wear Mask. Follow thsica? Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene” Pradesh. NIA sources said that
in Himachal Pradesh, searches
it 5 .?.HORT NIT NO. OfIEE(f:) :Jr-XI:V/(Z(:21-2T2)d N —— were carried out at premises
o o] Samest [ Terer Fee | \astatenmere || | assocated with a former NIA
(inRs.) |Refundable) through e- official. The agency, however,
(in Rs.) |procurement solution did not officially confirm or
1 Proyiding/ Laying“Sewer line in B- BIockAVasant 2,41,42,172/-|NIL (declaration| Rs. 1500/- 13.12.2021 up to deny that its former ofﬁcial,
Kunj Enclave in Bijwasan Assembly Constituency. form to be 03:00 PM. .
Tender ID: 2021_DJB_211376_1 filled) who reportedly worked with
— — the NIA for about a decade, was
Further details in this regard can be seen at (https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in).
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/- (O.P Sharma) under probe.
Advt. No. J.S.V. 634 (2021-22) Ex. Eng. (C) Dr XIV
TENDER NOTICE

No. CIID/SLR/Tender/2021-22

The Senior Divisional Commercial Manager /Freight, Northern Railway, New Delhi invites E-tender for the contracts of leasing of SLR parcel space in the

following trains originating from various stations over Delhi Division:-

Tender Opening Date : 16.12.2021
Tender
Reserve Cost
. Price N
NS‘;. T'T;'_" From To CC |Comptt. Freq. g:; (IEI\:{[S)-) (Inz;(-irmg Tender No.
(in Rs.) @ 18%
in Rs.)
1 | 12463 | DEE (Delhi Sarai Rohilla) JU (Jodhpur Jn) 3.9 | FSLR | Wednesday | 10444 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12463-Nov21
2 | 22482 | DEE (Delhi Sarai Rohilla) JU (Jodhpur Jn) 04 F-1 Daily 10888 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-22482-Nov21
3 | 22482 | DEE (Delhi Sarai Rohilla) JU (Jodhpur Jn) 04 F-l Daily 10888 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI1-22482-Nov21
4 | 22482 | DEE (Delhi Sarai Rohilla) JU (Jodhpur Jn) 04 R-I Daily 10888 | 100000 1180 SLR-RI-22482-Nov21
5 | 22463 | DEE (Delhi Sarai Rohilla) | BKN (BikanerJn) | 3.9 | FSLR | Friday & 11495 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-22463-Nov21
Sunday
6 |20938 | DEE (Delhi Sarai Rohilla) | PBR (Porbandar) 04 Fl Monday & | 14665 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-20938-Nov21
Thursday
7 | 20938 | DEE (Delhi Sarai Rohilla) | PBR (Porbandar) 04 RI Monday & | 14665 | 100000 1180 SLR-RI-20938-Nov21
Thursday
8 | 22401 | DEE (Delhi Sarai Rohilla) | UHP (Udhampur)) | 3.9 | FSLR | Monday, 10776 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-22401-Nov21
Wednesday &
Saturday
9 | 19338 | DEE (Delhi Sarai Rohilla) | INDB (Indore Jn) 3.9 | FSLR | Monday 15334 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-19338-Nov21
10 | 12986 | DEE (Delhi Sarai Rohilla) JP (Jaipur) 3.9 | FSLR Daily 6445 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12986-Nov21
11 [ 12916 | DLI (Delhi Jn) ADI 3.9 | FSLR Daily 15334 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12916-Nov21
(Ahmedabad Jn)
12 | 12226 | DLI (Delhi Jn) AMH (Azamgarh) | 3.9 | FSLR Daily 13506 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12226-Nov21
13 | 22429 | DLI (Delhi Jn) PTK (Pathankot) 3.9 | FSLR | Monday, 9598 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-22429-Nov21
Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Friday,
Saturday &
Sunday
14 | 14010 | ANVT (Anand Vihar BMKI (Bapudham | 3.9 | FSLR | Monday & | 15689 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-14010-Nov21
Terminal) Motihari) Saturday
15 | 14014 | ANVT (Anand Vihar SLN (Sultanpur) 3.9 | FSLR | Monday & | 10776 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-14014-Nov21
Terminal) Saturday
16 | 22806 | ANVT (Anand Vihar BBS 3.9 FI Monday 26554 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-22806-Nov21
Terminal) (Bhubaneswar)
17 | 22806 | ANVT (Anand Vihar BBS 3.9 Fll Monday 26554 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI1-22806-Nov21
Terminal) (Bhubaneswar)
18 [ 22806 | ANVT (Anand Vihar BBS 3.9 RI Monday 26554 | 100000 1180 SLR-RI-22806-Nov21
Terminal) (Bhubaneswar)
19 | 15026 | ANVT (Anand Vihar MAU (Mau Jn.) 3.9 | FSLR | Monday & | 13861 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-15026-Nov21
Terminal) Friday
20 | 15058 | ANVT (Anand Vihar GKP 3.9 | FSLR | Wednesday | 12399 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-15058-Nov21
Terminal) (Gorakhpur Jn.)
21 | 14152 | ANVT (Anand Vihar CNB 3.9 | FSLR Sunday 8593 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-14152-Nov21
Terminal) (Kanpur Central)
22 | 12826 | ANVT (Anand Vihar RNC (Ranchi) 3.9 | FSLR | Wednesday & | 20145 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12826-Nov21
Terminal) Saturday
23 | 12506 | ANVT (Anand Vihar KYQ (Kamakhya) | 3.9 | FSLR Daily 26315 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12506-Nov21
Terminal)
24 {22540 | ANVT (Anand Vihar MAU (Mau Jn.) 3.9 | FSLR | Wednesday & | 14204 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-22540-Nov21
Terminal) Saturday
25 | 15280 | ANVT (Anand Vihar SHC (SaharsaJn.) | 3.9 | FSLR | Monday 18751 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-15280-Nov21
Terminal)
26 | 12274 | NDLS (New Delhi) HWH (Howrah Jn.) | 3.9 | FSLR | Tuesday & | 28980 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12274-Nov21
Saturday
27 | 12628 | NDLS (New Delhi) SBC (KSR 3.9 | FSLR Daily 31799 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12628-Nov21
Bengaluru)
28 | 12452 | NDLS (New Delhi) CNB (Kanpur Central)| 3.9 | FSLR Daily 8205 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12452-Nov21
29 [ 12276 | NDLS (New Delhi) PRYJ 3.9 | FSLR | Monday, 13683 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12276-Nov21
(Prayagraj Jn) Wednesday,
Friday &
Saturday
30 | 12562 | NDLS (New Delhi) JYG (Jaynagar) 3.9 | FSLR Daily 19448 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12562-Nov21
31 [ 12616 | NDLS (New Delhi) MAS (MGR 3.9 | FSLR Daily 29456 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12616-Nov21
Chennai Central)
32 | 12626 | NDLS (New Delhi) TVC (Trivandrum 3.9 | FSLR Daily 36358 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12626-Nov21
Central)
33 | 12282 | NDLS (New Delhi) BBS (Bhubaneswar)| 3.9 Fl Thursday | 31393 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-12282-Nov21
34 | 12017 | NDLS (New Delhi) DDN (Dehradun) 3.9 | FSLR Daily 8199 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12017-Nov21
35 (22210 | NDLS (New Delhi) MMCT (Mumbai 3.9 | FSLR | Tuesday & | 26809 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-22210-Nov21
Central) Saturday
36 | 14316 | NDLS (New Delhi) BE (Bareilly) 04 Fl Daily 5907 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-14316-Nov21
37 | 14316 | NDLS (New Delhi) BE (Bareilly) 04 Fil Daily 5907 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI1-14316-Nov21
38 | 14316 | NDLS (New Delhi) BE (Bareilly) 04 RI Daily 5907 | 100000 1180 SLR-RI-14316-Nov21
39 | 12497 | NDLS (New Delhi) ASR (Amritsar Jn) | 3.9 | FSLR Daily 8205 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12497-Nov21
40 [ 22404 | NDLS (New Delhi) PDY (Puducherry) | 3.9 | FSLR Sunday 31376 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-22404-Nov21
41 [ 12459 | NDLS (New Delhi) ASR (Amritsar Jn) | 3.9 | FSLR Daily 8205 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12459-Nov21
42 | 14038 | NDLS (New Delhi) SCL (Silchar) 3.9 | FSLR | Thursday | 30885 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-14038-Nov21
43 | 22450 | NDLS (New Delhi) GHY (Guwahati) 3.9 | FSLR | Wednesday & | 27286 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-22450-Nov21
Sunday
44 [ 12398 | NDLS (New Delhi) GAYA (Gaya Jn) 3.9 | FSLR Daily 16055 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12398-Nov21
45 | 14681 | NDLS (New Delhi) JUC (Jalandhar City)| 3.9 | FSLR Daily 8079 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-14681-Nov21
46 | 12156 | NZM (Hazrat Nizamuddin) RKMP 3.9 | FSLR Daily 11656 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12156-Nov21
(Rani Kamlapati)
47 | 12286 | NZM (Hazrat Nizamuddin) SC 3.9 | FSLR | Monday & | 30780 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12286-Nov21
(Secunderabad Jn) Friday
48 | 12630 | NZM (Hazrat Nizamuddin) YPR 3.9 | FSLR | Wednesday & | 33364 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12630-Nov21
(Yesvantpur Jn) Friday
49 | 12722 | NZM (Hazrat Nizamuddin) | HYB (Hyderabad 3.9 | FSLR Daily 24624 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12722-Nov21
Decan)
50 | 12708 | NZM (Hazrat Nizamuddin) | TPTY (Tirupati) 3.9 | FSLR |Wednesday, | 30885 | 100000 1180 SLR-FSLR-12708-Nov21
Friday &
Sunday

Interested bidders may please visit official website for e-tendering i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for further details and submitting tender.

Important note:-

1. Bidders, who wish to participate in the E-tendering will have to procure class-3 valid digital security certificate (DSC) as per Information Technology Act,
2000. Bidders can procure this certificate from any of the certifying authority of Controller of Certifying Authorities (CCA) Government of India. Details of
certifying authorities can be obtained from www.cca.gov.in

2. Bidders, who want to participate in this E-tender will be required to register on Indian Railways website www.ireps.gov.in through a valid class-3 Digital
Security Certificate (DSC), if not registered earlier. All information related to bidder registration and participation in this E-tender is available on the official
website of Indian Railways www.ireps.gov.in.

3. Railway Administration reserves the full and absolute rights to short terminate these tenders/contracts at any point of time (or for taking any decision
regarding the discontinuation/continuation of these tenders/contracts with modified/additional terms and conditions) depending upon the continuation/
discontinuation of these trains.

4. Kindly carefully read and follow the General Instructions, Instructions to tenderers and "Terms and Conditions" (including certain new modified instructions/
conditions) given in the Tender Document before submitting the ONLINE BID.
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SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Martyr of CISF on 24th November

HSG BHARDUL SINGH
I0C BARAUNI 24-11-1979

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of
this brave-heart. On this day, he laid down his life
at the altar of duty while fighting with criminals.

His courage and bravery would remain an abiding
source of inspiration for the force. The force will remain eternally
indebted to him for this noblest deed.
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Amrit Mahotsav|

Office of the Ex. Engineer (E&M)
Technical Laboratory Campus Ghazipur Delhi-96

NIT No:-EE-E&M/EDMC/ENGG./2021-22/12 Dated: 18.11.2021
PRESS NOTICE FOR INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer (E&M) on behalf of Commissioner,
EDMC invites tenders in e-tendering in two stage system i.e. Stage:-
1 Documents related to eligibility criteria and Stage:- 2 Financial bid
for Name of Work:- (1) Operation and comprehensive maintenance
of Multi-function jetting machine for two years in EDMC. Head of
Account: XL-llI-D-IV, Tender Amount: [tem Rate, Earnest Money:
Rs.8,63,000/-, Tender Cost: Rs.2,000/-, Time of Completion:
02 Years, Rate shall hold good for: 120 days, Tender ID 2021 _
EDMC_95282, (2) Bio-mining and Bio-remediation of legacy waste
at SLF Ghazipur Sub Head: Disposal of inert waste at designated
low lying area at tughlakabad Delhi/NHAI Meethapur/Maharani Bagh
DND or any other designated location in Delhi. Head of Account:
DPCC EDMC SWM ESCROW, Tender Amount: ltem Rate,
Earnest Money: Rs.14,75,400/-, Tender Cost: Rs.2,000/- Time
of Completion: 3 Months, Rate shall hold good for: 120 days,
Tender ID 2021_EDMC_95284, The last date of Bid Submission is
06/12/2021 up to 01:00 PM, Bidders may download of bid document
from EDMC official website https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Sd/-

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

R.O. No.41/DPI/EDMC/2021-22 Ex. Engineer (E&M
EDMC'S CITIZENS HELPLINE NO. 155303

VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS
e-TENDER NOTICE NO. DRM-BRC 123 TO 127 OF 2021-22
Sealed Tenders for and on behalf of the President of India are invited by Divisional
Railway Manager (W A/C.) Western Railway, Pratapnagar, Vadodara-390 004 for the
following works.

S; Tender No. & Name of Work Apgfr(x(‘;ma(tii%)st
01|DRM BRC 123 of 2021-22. 29,78,799.61
NAIR - Provision of Furniture etc. Enhancement of
telecom facilities and improvement of facilities in Pahune
Hostel in NAIR/Vadodara.
02 |DRM BRC 124 of 2021-22. 6,09,517.20
Pratapnagar (PRTN) - Maintenance of swimming pool
including providing life guard services as per prescribed
schedule for 24 months.
03 |[DRM BRC 125 of 2021-22. 27,33,878.07
In situ reconditioning of CMS crossing by using Robotic
welding or any other suitable similar welding technology
as approved by RDSO under the jurisdiction of Divisional Engineer (North)
Vadodara.
04 |DRM BRC 126 of 2021-22. 3,38,981.89
Vadodara Division: Cleaning and Disinfection of
overhead storage tank for 24 months (Every 06 months
pertanki.e, 02 times in a year per tank) under jurisdiction of SSE (Works) Nadiad.
05 | DRM BRC 127 of 2021-22. 1,12,52,334.58
Providing new Service Building on 05 Nos of LCs (LC
No.3, 4, 17, 24 & 32 ANND-CBY) including
associate electrical work in connection with the replacement of Mechanical
Lifting Barrier to Electric lifting barrier.

Earnest money to be deposited (in Rs.): As per bid Security declaration. Date and
time for submission of tender and opening of tender: Tender is to be submitted on
17-12-2021 before 15:00 Hrs. and is to be opened on same date at 15:30 Hrs.
Website particulars and notice for location where complete details can be seen
& Address of the office from where the tender form can be purchased: Web site
@ www.ireps.gov.in Divisional Railway Manager (W A/C), Western Railway,
Pratapnagar, Vadodara-4. BRC-186

Like us on: [ facebook.com/WesternRIy « Follow us on:E twitter.com/WesternRIly

the mouth of the victim.
Putting penis into the mouth
does not fall in the category of
aggravated sexual assault or
sexual assault. It comesinto the
category of penetrative sexual
assault which is punishable un-
der Section 4 of POCSO Act.”

While section 4 of the
POCSO Act deals with penetra-
tive sexual assault, sections 5
and 6 are about “aggravated
penetrative sexual assault”.

A lower court in Jhansi in

2018 had convicted the manun-
der section 6 of the POCSO Act
and other sections of the IPC, and
sentenced him to 10 years of im-
prisonment.

The incident dates back to
March 22,2016, when the father
of a 10-year-old boy alleged that
the accused came to his house in
Jhansi and took his son to a
nearby temple. The accused gave
his son Rs 20 and asked him to
do oral sex on him, the father
complained.

In their chargesheet, police
had charged the man under IPC
sections 377 (unnatural of-
fences), 506 (criminal conspir-
acy), and 3/4 of the POCSO Act.

The Additional Sessions court
judge, however, charged the ap-
pellant under IPC sections 377
and 506, and sections 5/6 of the
POCSO Act.

Challenging the conviction
by the lower court, the man,
through his lawyer, told the High
Court that the offence under sec-
tion 6 of the POCSO Act was not
made out against him, and that
he has been wrongly convicted
under the said POCSO provision.

After going through the
records and provisions of the
POCSO Act, the High Court judge
in his order said: “I am of the
considered opinion that the ap-
pellant should be punished un-
der section 4 of the POCSO Act
because the act done by appel-
lant falls in the category of pen-
etrative sexual assault”.

The authorities came with demolition squad toraze 55
hutments in Ahmedabad, Tuesday. Nirmal Harindran

Ahmedabad:An eviction drive of
nearly 55 hutments and slum
dwellings froma land parcel part
of the Gandhi Ashram Precinct
Development Project by the
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) along with
officials from the Ahmedabad
district collectorate had to be
postponed on Tuesday following
protests from residents. Police
personnel along with officials of

Eviction drive for Sabarmati
Ashram project postponed

the AMC and the district collec-
torate retreated after the resi-
dents sat outside their hutments
in protest, aided by civil society
organisations. Deputy collector
JB Desai assured the residents
they will be given a week's time
tomake arrangements. The plot
of land will be used for one of
the internal roads that will be
part of the Ashram Precinct
Development Project, ENS

CENTRAL RAILWAY

e-Tender Notice

e-Tender No. 2021WPKRNT-lIMechWT-
220PEN e-Tender (open)are invited
on behalf of the President of India with
following details.

1. Name of the work with its location :
"Composite Works-Il (Civil, Electrical,
Mechanical) involving construction of
Industrial sheds, other ancillary buildings,

Scrap Yard, Track works, Drainage
system, Landscaping, Electrification and
illumination works, Procurement and
commissioning of specified Mechanical
Machineries & Plant in connection with
setting up of CMLR Workshop at
Kurnool". 2. Approximate cost of the
work: Rs. 724234568.24 3. Earnest
Money to be deposited Rs.
3771200.00 4. Date & Time for closing
of e-tender : 21.12.2021 at 14.30 hrs.,
5. Website particulars and notice
board location where complete details
oftender can be seen and downloaded
: Tender can only be downloaded and
Bidded from IREPS website:
www.ireps.gov.in For any other
information please contact office of Chief
Mechanical Engineer/ Workshop Projects,
Indian Railways, Chamber Bhawan, 3rd floor
(Mech. Deptt.) J.C. Road, Patna-800001.
Dy. CME-ll WP

E-Tender Notice No: NGP/Elect/TRD/
2021-22/15, dated: 19/11/2021
E-Tenders are invited from established
Contractors on Nagpur Division. Name of
Work: NGP/TRD - Replacement of
Rusted Cantilever Assembly. Estimated
Cost of Work: X 2, 06, 08,115/-. Earnest
Money Deposit: Nil - Submission 'Bid
Security Declaration' is Mandatory. Last
Date & Time for Submission of Tender:
13/12/2021 at 15.00 Hrs. Details on

Railway website: www.ireps.gov.in

Sr.DEE/TRD/Nagpur |2
RailMadad Helpline 139 =

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

NOTICE OF INVITING E-TENDER
E-Tender Notice No. SNT-JP-14R-
2021-2022 Dated :- 22.11.2021
DRM (S&T)/ North Western Railway/
Jaipur, for and on behalf of the President
of India, invite E-Tenders from registered
tenderer/bidders for the following work.
1. Name of work with it location :
"Replacement of 1 in 8.5 turnouts with 1
in 12 turnouts and shifting of turnout in
RE yard." 2. Approx. Cost of work (Rs)
: 8672709.85/- 3. Earnest Money (Rs)
0/- (Online Payment Only) 4. Date &
Time for Submission up to on
www.ireps.gov.in : 15.12.2021 up to
15.00 hrs. 5. Website Particulars &
Notice board location : www.ireps.

gov.in and DRM office/NWR/Jaipur
663-DH/21

| SaiNGPI152

PR/1249/WPO/Mech./T/21-22/40

OPEN TENDER

BATCH No. 97/21

Date: 22.11.2021

E-Tender Notice for supply of materials - "Participation in through" web portal
of IREPS - www.ireps.gov.in offers are invited for supply of the following materials :
The closing time for all tenders is at 14.00 hr.

Sl.| Tender Brief Description Quantity [Published| Closing

No,| No. on/time on

1103213213 |Gearcase asssly. For 323 Sets. | 12.11.21/ |13.12.2021
WAGT locos 15:59:42

2 | 14205016D]| 132KV double pole, outdoor| 10Nos. | 16.11.21/ {20.12.2021
SF-6 circuit breaker 16:32:09

3 (01212612 |Elementfilterengine 1965Nos.| 16.11.21/ {20.12.2021
fibre glass 17:31:29

4103214044 | Control module for 12Nos. | 17.11.21/ (20.12.2021
brake electronic 11:13:27

5 [ 03215004A| Supply, Installation and 270Nos. | 16.11.21/ |13.12.2021
Commissioning of FOGPILOT| 17:22:54

6 (04210208 |Secondarylateral 598Nos. | 16.11.21/ |20.12.2021
damper for fiat bogies 22:23:46

New Delhi

Participants are required to submit their offer only on-line through the web portal of
IREPS www.ireps.gov.in before the closing date and time. Other details
regarding Consignee, and detailed description of stores are available in tender
documentin tender notice on the above portal.

PR/1252/HQ/Store/T/21-22/64 SMM-cum Secy. To PCMM
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ED searches IREO premises,
3 other ﬁrms in PMLA case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

IN CONNECTION with its money
laundering probe against the
IREO group, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED)on Monday car-
ried out searches at several
premises of the company, in-
cluding the residence of vice-
chairman and MD Lalit Goyal,
and premises of three other
companies, the agency said
Tuesday.

An ED statement identified
the other three companies as
IDM Realty, Madeira Conbuild
and Global Estate.

“Enforcement Directorate
has carried out search opera-
tion at the business premises of
M/s. IREO Pvt. Ltd; M/s. IDM
Reality Pvt. Ltd; M/s. Madeira
Conbuild Pvt. Ltd; M/s. Global
Estate and Others and residen-
tial premises of their directors
and associates, namely Lalit
Goyal, Jai Bharat Aggarwal,
Anupam Nagalia, Madhukar
Tulsi, CA Anil Kumar Goel at
Gurugram and Delhi,” said the
statement.

The searches resulted in
seizure of documents related to

IREO MD Lalit Goyal being
taken to Panchkula court on
Tuesday. jaipal Singh

ment, mobile phones, laptops
and and Indian and foreign cur-
rency worth Rs 14 lakh.

Last week, the ED had ar-
rested Goyal

ment after the arrest, the ED had
also made a mention of The
Indian Express investigations
into the Pandora Papers, which
revealed that Goyal had moved
an estimated $77 million in the
form of investments, sharehold-
ingand real estate, even as home
buyers and investors ran from
pillar to post for their money.

Goyal was detained at the IGI
Airport on November 11, based
on a look out

Woman falls unconscious in coffee shop, dies

Surat: A 22-year-old B.Ed student died after falling unconscious at a
coffee shop in Surat, Gujarat,on Monday and her kin has alleged that
a youth who had accompanied her was responsible for the death.
An accidental death case was registered. A relative alleged the youth
was harassing her for a while and may have poisoned her. PTI

OSBI

IT-UAT&PM Department, State Bank of India,
Global IT Centre, Sector-11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai - 400614

CORRIGENDUM

Please refer RFP No SBI/GITC/IT-UAT&PM/2021/2022/796 DATED:
20/10/2021 Request for Proposal 'Providing Manpower Resources for
User Experience Designing of Digital Applications of SBI on Time and
Material (T&M) Basis.

Corrigendum 1 Dated 23.11.2021 can be accessed under
https://www.sbi.co.in or https:/bank.sbi and e-Procurement agency
portal https://etender.sbi/SBI

Place: Navi Mumbai
Date: 23.11.2021

Deputy General Manager (IT-UAT&PM Dept.)

circular opened
against him
while he was
preparing to
board an air-
craft to go

== SPECIAL PROJECTS DEPARTMENT -

4 Amma Maligai, Ripon Building Complex,
Greater Chennai Corporation, Chennai - 600 003

S.P.D.C.No. B1/008/2018

Date : 22 - 11 - 2021

abroad.

after four days

Greater Chennai Corporation Special Projects Department invites

applications for the ‘Gender & Policy Lab’ as a part of Chennai City Partnership

of questioning
in connection
with a case of
money laun-
dering regis-
tered by the
agency on the
basis of allega-
tions that IREO
swindled

funds of home
buyers and its
investors.

e

deter aiﬁ Canara ra Bank <A

CORRIGENDUM
The e-auction notice
published on 29.10.2021 in
respect of the borrower
M/s. Hotel New Satpal at
SI.No. 41 please read by
omitting the property
mentioned there. All other
terms and conditions of the
auction notice will remain

Name of the Post

between Goverment of Tamil Nadu and World Bank funded by ‘Nirbhaya Fund’
from suitably qualified and experienced candidates for the following posts

No.of Posts

Gender and M&E Subject Matter Expert 1
Policy Subject Mater Expert 1
Communication / Consultation / Training 1
Subject Matter Expert

The last date and time of receipt of application is 10-12-2021

For qualification, eligibility, and other relevant details/information,
please visit our websites: https://chennaicorporation.gov.in/gcc and

www.cscl.co.in/careers

property and foreign invest- Inits state- || unchanged. ) ] DIPR/I069/Disolay/202] Superintending Engineer
authorlsediofficel Bengemam er'ﬁmmh SLEEEMD Fngmen ufihg FiGAID umLiBumD SPeCia| Project/ Bridges
EMPLOYMENT B Government of India e
SANKALP SCHOOL s Ministry of Education 1l lf
(FOR DIFFRENTLY ABLED CHILDREN) f‘_i:ﬁ National Institutional Ranking Framework _——

CHANAKYABAGH, CHANAKYAPURI, NEW DELHI-110021

1. Applications are invited for the post of Teacher (Special
Educator) purely on contractual basis:-

Essential -

(a) Graduate/ diploma in special Education registered with
RCI.

(b) Minimum one year teaching experience in special
education.

(c) Working knowledge of computer.

(d) Age limit 40 years, relaxable in case of an eminently
suitable person.

Desirable. Additional qualification like regular
Montessori/Nursery teacher training certificate
(recognized) of one year duration with diploma in
early childhood education is desirable.

2. Interested Candidates may apply by sending their
application (Mandatory) alongwith Bio-data one
photograph and Xerox copies of Educational Qualification in
sealed envelope mentioning Sankalp on top of envelope to
The Commanding Officer (for Senior Education Officer),
INS India, Dara Shukoh Road, New Delhi- 110011 by 29
Nov 21 (Tuesday), for further details please contact on 011-
23011308 Mon to Fri (0900-1600).

davp 10702/11/0057/2122

IMPORTANT NOTIGE

It is notified for the information of Rail Passengers that
Railways have decided to provide additional stoppage to
Train No. 12615/12616 MGR Chennai Central - New Delhi -
MGR Chennai Central Grand Trunk Express (Daily) at
Hinganghat station on experimental basis for the period of six
months withimmediate effect, as per the following time-table :-

12615/12616 MGR Chennai Central - New Delhi -
MGR Chennai Central Grand Trunk Express (Daily)

Train No. in No.
S]] sanons [
10:18| 10:20 [ Sewagram 11:16 | 11:18
09:32 | 09:33 Hinganghat 11:44 | 11:45
08:33 | 08:35 Chandrapur 13:08 | 13:10

Effective date :- 12615 Ex. MGR Chennai Central & 12616 Ex. New

Delhi from immediate effect.

For any kind of information, passengers are advised to contact
RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or may visit Indian Railways
website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

All norms of the State and Central Government regarding
COVID-19, may please be followed in the trains and at the

Railway stations. All other precautions associated with COVID-
19 should also be ensured.

)

Visit RailMadad website:
www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in
& Download Railmadad app.

REHLELED]
Helpline No.

L1

Please join us on{™ §j |

NORTHERN RAILWAY | 752~ [f
Your Convenience - Our Concern A(Anfﬁ?\',,gi‘,otsa\, :

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

.-"' CENTRE FORDNA FINGERPRINTING AND DIAGNOSTICS
An autonomous Institute of the Dept. of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science &
_4-; Technology Govt. of India) Inner Ring Road, Uppal, Hyderabad — 500 039, Telangana,
India; Ph:+-91-40-27216015/ 6088 Website: http://www.cdfd.org.in

ADMISSION FOR RESEARCH SCHOLARS
PROGRAM-1-2022 (RSP-1-2022)

The Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics, Hyderabad, invites

applications from highly motivated candidates for admission to its

Research Scholars Program. Keeping in view the interdisciplinary

nature of modern biology, we especially encourage persons from

diverse backgrounds to apply. Those admitted as Research Scholars
would be encouraged to register under the Ph.D. program of Manipal

Academy of Higher Education or Regional Centre for Biotechnology.

Eligibility Criteria:

To be eligible a candidate must have:

1. A Master's degree in any branch of Science, Technology, or
Agriculture from a recognized University / Institute OR MBBS.

2. Qualified for a Junior Research Fellowship from CSIR/UGC/DBT
/ICMR/INSPIRE/BINC/JEST/UGC - RGNF or any other similar
examination with fellowship.

Candidates having qualified for Project - JRF under the ICMR funded

project Scheme [which is only for a period of two years] OR DBT JRF

NET with a B.Tech. [Biotechnology] degree OR DBT JRF NET under

DBT - B category list OR LS-NET qualification only in CSIR-UGC (NET)

examination are NOT eligible to apply.

(Please see CDFD website for details).

Selection Procedure:

Admission to the CDFD - Research Scholars program will be based on

an interview via video conference scheduled to be held in February

2022 (RSP -1-2022). The candidates should be available for more than

one round of interviews, spread over five days, if needed.

(Please see CDFD website for details).

Interested candidates who fulfill the above conditions may register their

names for RSP - I - 2022 by applying in the prescribed application form

online. The link for the application form is available at
http://cdfd.org.in/jrf.

The Online facility of application will be closed on December 10, 2021.

Director, CDFD reserves the right to accept / reject any or all

applications.

Visit the CDFD website http://www.cdfd.org.in for detailed

advertisement/General terms and conditions.

INDIA RANKINGS 2022
The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) was launched in 2015 to
rank higher educational institutions in the country based on objective criteria to
promote competitive excellence in the higher educational institutions. NIRF
now invites applications for India Rankings 2022, the Seventh edition of this
annual exercise.

Registration window opned on 25th October 2021 and will close on 30th
November 2021.

In case of any query, contact National Board of Accreditation at
helpdesk@nirfindia.org or call at 011-40159583/87/89.
davp 21315/11/0003/2122

Member Secretary

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This is notified for the information of passengers that the timings of the
following Trains will be revised as under :-

Revised Timings of Train No. 12958/12957 New Delhi - Ahmedabad - New Delhi
Swarn Jayanti Rajdhani Express (Daily) with immediate effect

TRAIN No. 12958 TRAIN No. 12957
Existing Timings R0 RO o STATIONS Existing Timings G R L
ARR. | DEP.

- 19:55 -—-- 19:55 NEW DELHI 07:30 -— 07:30 -—--
00:01 | 00:10 | 00:01 00:11 JAIPUR 02:50 | 02:55 | 02:45 | 02:55
02:25 | 02:30 | 02:25 | 02:30 AJMER 00:55 | 01:00 | 00:55 | 01:00
09:30 - 09:30 ——— AHMEDABAD - 17:45 ——— 17:45

There will be no change in timings and stoppages between

New Delhi-Jaipur-New Delhi and Ajmer-Ahmedabad-Ajmer

For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table of stations enroute and
composition etc., passengers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139
or visit Indian Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19, may please be
followed in the trains and at the Railway stations. All other precautions associated
with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

Visit RailMadad Website :- www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in Download RailMadad app.

[ (RANda) | .| Tim NORTHERN RAILWAY
o . b Azadi : R
S <YW | B0 | amvicmahotsav Your Convenience - Our Concern

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Flime—
E‘-’i‘ﬂ
mﬂia e

-!.-.- r'11.11blr-.- l:r Culture

Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
Cordially invites you to a DISTINGUISHED LECTURE

on
Mahabharata: The Civilizational Text
By
Prof. Kapil Kapoor

Member, NMML Society
Wednesday, 24 November 2021 at 3:00pm
Venue:

Seminar Room, Library Building

Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
Teen murti Hosue, New Delhi:110011

Google Meet Link: https://meet.google.com/dkj-pecf-nwf
All are Welcome

davp 09142/11/0014/2122

Registered & Corporate Office:

YES BANK Limited : YES BANK House, Off Western Express Highway, Santacruz (East), Mumbai - 400055, India.
Tel: +91 (22) 3366 9000 Fax:+91 (22) 2421 4521 Website: www.yesbank.in Email: amandeep.bajaj@yesbank.in CIN: L65190MH2003PLC143249

Whereas,

(ii)

(iv)

notices are as under:

[Rule - 8(1)]
POSSESSION NOTICE

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of YES BANK Limited under the Securitization & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) (“the said Act”) and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002
(“the said Rules”), issued five (5) Demand Notice(s) each dated February 12, 2020, through Vistra ITCL (India) Limited (security trustee), calling upon, the following entities:

()  Mothers Pride Education Personna Private Limited, a company having registered office at 11/77, West Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi-110026 (hereinafter referred
to as “Borrower 1”) and North-Ex Delhi Educational Society, a society having registered office at CS/OCF PKT, Sector-5, Rohini, New Delhi-110085 (hereinafter
referred to as “Mortgagor/Owner”) to repay the amount mentioned in the said notice being INR 214,532,788.30 (Rupees Two Hundred Fourteen Million,
Five Hundred Thirty Two Thousand, Seven Hundred Eighty Eight and Thirty Paisa Only) as on February 07, 2020 within 60 days from the date of receipt of
the Demand Notice together with further interest and charges thereon till realization with effect from February 08, 2020;

(i)  Mothers Pride Education Institution Private Limited, a company having registered office at 11/77, West Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi-110026 (hereinafter referred to
as “Borrower 2") and the Mortgagor to repay the amount mentioned in the said notice being INR 91,735,229.57 (Rupees Ninety One Million, Seven Hundred
Thirty Five Thousand, Two Hundred Twenty Nine and Fifty Seven Paisa Only) as on February 07, 2020 within 60 days from the date of receipt of the Demand
Notice together with further interest and charges thereon till realization with effect from February 08, 2020;

Presidium Educational Institution Private Limited, a company having registered office at 11/77, West Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi-110026 (hereinafter referred to as
“Borrower 3") and the Mortgagor to repay the amount mentioned in the said notice being INR 252,296,367.48 (Rupees Two Hundred Fifty Two Million, Two
Hundred Ninety Six Thousand, Three Hundred Sixty Seven and Fourty Eight Paisa Only) as on February 07, 2020 within 60 days from the date of receipt of
the Demand Notice together with further interest and charges thereon till realization with effect from February 08, 2020;

Presidium Educational & Charitable Trust, a trust having registered office at 11/77, West Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi-110026 (hereinafter referred to as
“Borrower 4") and the Mortgagor to repay the amount mentioned in the said notice being INR 150,518,819.31 (Rupees One Hundred Fifty Million, Five
Hundred Eighteen Thousand, Eight Hundred Nineteen and Thirty One Paisa Only) as on February 07, 2020 within 60 days from the date of receipt of the
Demand Notice together with further interest and charges thereon till realization with effect from February 08, 2020; and

Scholartube Education and Learning Solutions Private Limited having registered office at 1509, 15th Floor, R.G. Tower, Netaji Subash Place, Pitampura, New
Delhi-110034 (hereinafter referred to as “Borrower 5”) and the Mortgagor to repay the amount mentioned in the said notice being INR 233,736,522.54 (Rupees
Two Hundred Thirty Three Million, Seven Hundred Thirty Six Thousand, Five Hundred Twenty Two and Fifty Four Paisa Only) as on February 07, 2020
within 60 days from the date of receipt of the Demand Notice together with further interest and charges thereon till realization with effect from February 08, 2020
(hereinafter Borrower 1, Borrower 2, Borrower 3, Borrower 4 and Borrower 5 are collectively referred to as “Borrowers”)

Further, other secured creditor (Aditya Birla Finance Limited) has also issued notice under section 13(2) of the Act individually demanding the money payable under
its notice within 60 days of the date of such notice and has now given its consent under section 13(9) which collectively with dues payable to Yes Bank represents not
less than sixty percent in value of the amounts outstanding and total amount aggregating to INR 1,943,975,594.20. Details of the secured creditors and their demand

Secured Creditor Date of Notice u/s 13(2) Amount demanded as per Notice u/s 13(2) (INR)
Yes Bank Limited February 12,2020 942,819,727.20
Aditya Birla Finance Limited June 09, 2020 1,001,155,867.00
TOTAL 1,943,975,594.20

18t day of November, 2021.

The Borrowers and the Mortgagor having failed to repay the amount as detailed in the respective Demand Notice(s), notice is hereby given to the Borrowers,
the Mortgagor and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below on an “AS IS WHERE IS” “AS IS
WHAT IS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS” BASIS, in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the

The Borrowers and the Mortgagor in particular and the publicin general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the said property and any dealings with the said property
will be subject to the charge of YES BANK Limited and Aditya Birla Finance Limited for an aggregate amount of INR 1,943,975,594.20/- (Rupees One Billion, Nine
Hundred Fourty Three Million, Nine Hundred Seventy Five Thousand, Five Hundred Ninety Four and Twenty Paisa only) due from the Borrowers together with
further interest and other charges, costs thereon as per the sanction terms till the date of payment.

The Borrowers' and Mortgagor's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Area Situated in
784 sq. Mtrs Property being Nursery School Site measuring 784 sq. mtrs. Situated at CS/OCF
Q- Pkt. Sector-5, Rohini, New Delhi
Bounded as under:
North: Road 20 ft. South: Road 40 ft. | East: Road 40 ft. West:  Vacant Plot

Amandeep Singh Bajaj
Senior Vice President

Date:  November 18, 2021 (Authorized Officer)

Place:  New Delhi YES BANK Limited

New Delhi
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WOoORDLY WISE
SO WHAT IF I CAN'T SPELL ARMAGEDDON, IT'S NOT
THE END OF THE WORLD.
— STEWART FRANCIS

ThelndianEXPRESS

<« FOUNDED By «»

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

TERMS OF PRIVACY

Parliament must examine recommendations on personal data
protection bill, address concerns of government overreach

N MONDAY, AFTER almost two years of deliberation and scrutiny, the Joint

Committee of Parliament on the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 has fi-

nalised its recommendations, likely to be tabled in the upcoming winter

session of Parliament. The Bill seeks to usher in a data governance archi-
tecture in India that fills an existing void in the institutional framework. It seeks to putin
place safeguards to protect personal data, ensure privacy, and bring about transparency
and accountability in data management. However, several members of Parliament from
political parties such as the Congress, Trinamool Congress and the B]D have submitted dis-
sent notes, objecting to specific provisions. These concerns, as well as the recommenda-
tions by the committee, need to be thoroughly examined.

Of particular concern are Sections 35 and 12 of the draft legislation. Under Section 35,
the Centre can exempt from the application of all provisions of the Act any agency of the
government when itis deemed to be in national and public interest. Equally concerning
is Section 12(a)(i) which creates the space to exempt the government from provisions of
consent, allowing it to collect personal data without individual approval. The Opposition
members have argued, rightly so, against the provision of blanket exemptions, more so
without the creation of an oversight mechanism. As some have suggested, seeking par-
liamentary approval may be a more prudent approach. At the very least, considering the
far-reaching ramifications of such sweeping exemptions, these provisions need to be
scrutinised in greater detail. Adequate safeguards must be put in place to protect the right
to privacy, and prevent the misuse of personal information.

Inits recommendations, the committee has favoured widening the ambit of the per-
sonal data protection bill, bringing in non-personal data under its scope. While privacy
concerns revolve around personal data, if data is non-personal, and anonymised, then
should a similar regulatory architecture be adopted for non-personal data as well? Further,
while the committee also favours bringing in data collection by electronic hardware un-
der this law, why should a specific distinction be drawn between hardware and soft-
ware? Then there are suggestions for bringing all social media intermediaries under the
ambit by redesignating them as social media platforms. While the committee has sug-
gested all social media platforms (which do not act as intermediaries) be treated as pub-
lishers, what about provisions under the IT Rules? According to reports, there also seems
tobe a concerted push towards data localisation, though whether or not it will be imple-
mented in a graded manner, depending on the sensitivity of data, is unclear. Parliament
must scrutinise these matters in greater detail, tighten the framework, and move quickly
to usher in a data protection architecture in India.

PRINCE AT IT'T

Supreme Court does well to recognise and address injustice in his
story. Larger questions of inequality in education remain

PAYMENT GLITCH, an electronic snag — that's all it took to nearly shut the

doors of [IT-Bombay on Prince, a 17-year-old Dalit student. That it didn’t is

because the young man refused to accept the bureaucratic response and

surrender his hard-earned engineering seat; he believed the wrong done
to him was a matter for the judiciary’s intervention. The Bombay High Court dismissed
his plea, but the Supreme Court recognised in the ordeal of this one student a larger in-
justice. “This is not some case where the student has been negligent or at fault ... Everyone
does not have multiple credit cards. There has to be some modality, else only students from
metropolitan cities will join IITs,” the court told the IIT authorities. The bench of Justices
DY Chandrachud and A S Bopanna invoked Article 142, which empowers it to pass orders
to ensure “complete justice”, to instruct [IT-Bombay to carve out an additional seat for
the Ghaziabad resident.

The journey of Prince to lIT-Bombay, of course, is not his story alone. Common to Dalit
aspiration across the country — following the example and exhortation of BR Ambedkar
— is a belief in education as a way out of a life of indignity and caste discrimination.
The decision to stake their resources and hard work on education helped Prince, and
his father before him — both descendants of landless tillers in Uttar Pradesh — to move
out from the village and into the city. The first person in his family to study engineer-
ing, Prince’s ambitions are an index of the silent changes in Indian social life. It tells the
story of the loosening hold of privilege at educational institutions — the aim of India’s
affirmative action programme — one which is often complicated by the widely re-
ported persistence of casteist bias and lack of support for SC/ST students in the bas-
tions of “merit”. But what does it say about the structural inequalities in education that
it took the Supreme Court’s intervention to restore Prince’s IIT seat? The pandemic has
thrown up far too many stories of students shut out of classrooms and labs, ideas and
opportunities, because of the lack of a laptop or the flickering internet connection. The
IITs and other educational institutions cannot afford to let digital inequality become
another entry barrier — in addition to caste, class and gender. Instead of throwing the
rulebook at Prince, why couldn’t the IIT admission process allow him to make a de-
layed payment, with a fine, perhaps? Was cash payment even an option, given the di-
versity of applicants?

As Prince takes his deserved place at [IT-Bombay, thanks to the wisdom of the Supreme
Court, these questions deserve a thoughtful answer from the education system.

NO ARMAGEDDON

NASA is launching a test mission to alter path of an asteroid.
Doomsday movies of '90s underestimated scientists

ONG BEFORE THE impending Al apocalypse, a 1a Black Mirror, there was
Armageddon and Deep Impact (1998). In the late 1990s, with the prospect of a
nuclear holocaust receding after the Cold War, the greatest challenge to life as we
know it was to come from outer space. Along with evil imperialist aliens, an as-
teroid — like the one which knocked out the dinosaurs — was the amoral villain in multiple
movies. And astronauts, nuclear weapons and even a rough-and-ready oil-drilling team were
employed to take out the threat. Now, it turns out, there was a bit of fact in all that fiction.

NASA’s Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) mission will take 10 months to fly an
unmanned spacecraft —about the size of a golf cart — and crashit into an asteroid the size of
apyramid. The destructive ride serves a purpose: Itis a test to see whether the impact canal-
ter the course of the celestial wanderer, even if slightly. If successful, the mission will con-
firm the ability to protect earth from asteroids that could level the planet, or on a smaller
scale, large cities and regions.

Compared to the complexity and drama of doomsday movies, the DART mission is al-
most too simplistic. Blame Occam’s Razor. It turns out that it is very unlikely that world gov-
ernments can be “surprised” by a large asteroid — they have been watching the skies and
tracking them for a while now. And there is no need for nuclear weapons or Bruce Willis to
stop alarge rock — a glorified, space-faring drone will do. The simplest explanations and so-
lutions are clearly the ones scientists go for. That might not make for a blockbuster hit, but given
how much there is to worry about on terra firma, the lack of drama is welcome.

B

A different classroom

Schools need to change as children return after Covid
shutdown. ASER 2021 offers insights for the shift

RUKMINI BANERJI

THE ANNUAL STATUS of Education Report
ASER 2021 was released a few days ago.
Given the pandemic conditions, it is not the
usual face-to-face ASER household survey
focussed on reading and arithmetic. This
ASER and the one in 2020 have been phone-
based surveys exploring underlying trends
and learning opportunities during a time of
prolonged school closure.

ASER is an assessment of education sta-
tus in rural areas. ASER 2021 probed the fol-
lowing types of questions: What decisions
were taken within families about their chil-
dren’s education? What opportunities were
available to households in different parts of
the country? What was the relationship be-
tween home and school during this period
of crisis? Such questions are important at any
time but even more critical today. Whether
asafamily or asa school system or as a coun-
try, we are looking at the next steps. Data that
is systematically collected from a nationwide
sample in a timely fashion is very valuable
for planning the path forward.

A major finding from ASER 2021 has to
dowitha shiftin school enrolment patterns.
Whether by age or grade or state, across the
board, there is a clear and substantial in-
crease in enrolment in government schools.
On the one hand, a downturn in private
school enrolment can be directly linked to
economic troubles in the family.
Discontinuities and disruptions make fami-
lies curtail or postpone expenditures. If
schools are closed, why pay fees for children’s
education? On the other hand, low-cost pri-
vate schools in rural areas have struggled to
stay afloat. At the same time, many state gov-
ernments have made concerted efforts to
reach out to children with learning materials
and also rations instead of midday meals.
Direct cash transfers from schools to fami-
lies have also increased in this time. Time will
tell whether this is a transitory phase or a
more permanent shift. Over time, as the
economy recovers and as schools settle into
a continuous working cycle, we will know if
government schools are actually able to hold
ontoand increase the proportion of children
directly in their charge.

ASER 2021 enables us to get
a glimpse into a period of
education transition. Will
schools return to their old
ways? Will new methods of
engaging with children and
parents emerge? Will
appropriate teaching-
learning goals and activities
be adopted for the rest of the
school year?

In this context, how the system helps chil-
dren return to school will be critical. Unlike
densely crowded urban areas where opin-
ions can be divided, rural parents want their
children to go back to school and children are
eager and willing. This enthusiasm is essen-
tial fuel for “building back better”. Childrenin
today’s Class 1 and Class 2 have never been to
school. They have to be helped to get ready
for schooling and learning. Today’s Class 5
was in school almost two years ago in Class
3. They are now returning to school older,
perhaps more worldly-wise. But they will
need help to settle in and reconnect. Will
government schools demonstrate new ways
to welcome children in? Will the interaction
between parents and teachers help to build
trustand faith? If so, the shift to government
schools can be long-lasting.

As the country navigates through this
stage of the pandemic, there are academic
strategies to be developed and modified to
face current teaching-learning challenges.
The use of grade-level curriculum may not
be useful immediately. Instead, meeting chil-
dren at the level where they are and using
the “teaching at the right level” approach is
the need of the hour. Even the National
Education Policy 2020 recommends thatac-
quiring strong foundational skills needs to
be the top priority. Available research from
other countries shows that while school clo-
sures can lead to learning losses, what school
systems do once schools reopen is even more
critical. Making children deal with grade-
level curriculum after almost a two-year gap
or hurrying them through the syllabus are
not appropriate responses. In fact, investing
time and effort now in rebuilding and
strengthening children’s ability to read with
understanding, improving their capacity to
apply problem-solving skills and enabling
them to help each other in the classroom
may provide the big boost needed to bring
the education system to where it was in pre-
Covid times and move further ahead. Will
schools respond quickly to children’s current
needs? Or will they return to the age-grade
linear curriculum that even in pre-Covid days
had left many children behind?

ASER 2021 asked households about
smartphones at home. Data indicate that the
availability of smartphones in households
has almost doubled since 2018. This is true
of families where children are enrolled in
government schools and in private schools.
From ASER 2020 figures, it was clear that a
smartphone had been bought since the lock-
down began in one out of 10 households to
help children with studies. When asked the
same question in ASER 2021, we found that
the proportion had increased to 27.9 per
cent.In 2018, 27.9 per cent families with chil-
dren enrolled in government schools had
smartphones. This number increased to 56.4
per centin 2020 and to 63.7 per cent in 2021.
For families with children enrolled in gov-
ernment schools, the equivalent figure
climbed from 49.9 per cent in 2018 to 74.2
per cent in 2020 and to 79 per cent in 2021.
Overall, approximately 67.6 per cent house-
holds with school-age children had smart-
phones in 2021.

ASER also shows that access does not au-
tomatically mean use. While there are wide
variations across states, a little over one-
fourth of all children with at least one smart-
phone can access the phone easily and an-
other one-fourth is not able to access the
phone atall.

The digital divide has been talked about
widely. Assuming connectivity will con-
tinue to increase and level the playing field,
having device libraries at the school or vil-
lage level may be one solution. Individuals
and families can borrow devices on a prior-
ity basis. Will government schools lead in
this regard?

ASER 2021 enables us to get a glimpse
into a period of education transition. Will
schools return to their old ways? Will new
methods of engaging with children and par-
ents emerge? Will appropriate teaching-
learning goals and activities be adopted for
the rest of the school year? Ground-level ac-
tion will indicate which way our education
system will go in the near future.

The writer is CEO, Pratham Education
Foundation

UALITY OF DEATH

The need for palliative care has never been greater. But it isn’t well understood

HArRMALA GUPTA

AN INDIAN doctor in the US wrote to me a
few years ago about the treatment meted out
to his 81-year-old mother in a private hospi-
tal in New Delhi. His mother had been ad-
mitted with a stroke and a fracture of the
spine. What followed during the three weeks
she was hospitalised was sheer torture. She
was seen and followed by two internists, a
spine surgeon, a general surgeon, a cardiol-
ogist, a neurologist, a dermatologist and a
gastroenterologist, in addition to an inten-
sive care specialist and an anaesthesiologist.
Though the family had requested no life sup-
port, their wishes were ignored.

Not much has changed. In India, those
with family members who are hospitalised
with serious health-related suffering con-
tinue to agonise over how they can ensure a
dignified end for them. In 1997, when
CanSupport began its free-of-charge home-
based service for the underserved, hardly
anyone in the medical community recog-
nised the term “palliative care”. The concept
of delivering care at home was also new. In
1990, the WHO had defined palliative care
as “the active total care of patients whose dis-
ease is not responsive to curative treatment.
Control of pain, other symptoms, and psy-
chological, social and spiritual problems is
paramount. The goal of palliative care is the
achievement of the best possible quality of
life for patients and their families.”

Palliative care is almost non-existent at
the grassroots in India. There is a lack of
trained personnel, restricted access to opi-
oids for pain control, and a refusal to accept

Palliative care is almost
non-existent at the
grassroots in India. There is
a lack of trained personnel,
restricted access to opioids
for pain control, and a
refusal to accept that there
comes a time when you need
to work with the process of
dying rather than against it.

that there comes a time when you need to
work with the process of dying rather than
against it. Moreover, it requires an interdisci-
plinary team of healthcare professionals who
are sensitive and good listeners as well as ex-
cellent communicators and team players.

The need for palliative care has never been
greater. Non-communicable diseases like
cancer are on therise. At present, in India, we
have 301lakh (3 million) people with cancer at
any given time. Of these, 75-80 per cent come
with advanced disease and half of them die
within ayear, and yet no more than 2 per cent
receive palliative care because of the paucity
of services. Thanks to the reluctance of peo-
ple to get timely check-ups during the pan-
demic, the number of people presenting with
advanced cancers in the coming days is likely
to swell. They will need palliative support.

Palliative care respects patient auton-
omy. It requires end-of-life conversations to
ascertain the wishes of the person who is
dying and those of the family. Training pro-
fessionals and working in a collaborative
manner with those in the field of palliative
care is the way forward. Difficult choices of-
ten have to be made. This is why people
must make a living will and designate a sur-
rogate who will take decisions on their be-
half should they be incapacitated.

We must also move from a death-deny-
ing society to one that accepts death. [ once
heard a physician say, “We should rename
palliative care and call it symptomatic care
soas to make it more acceptable.” The inten-
tion was to give hope to patients and their

families. To me, it sounds more like avoiding
reality. Everyone needs to know what they
are up against. However, what is said, how it
issaid and whenitis said is key. The practice
of medicine is as much a science as an art.

There is also a need for the treating spe-
cialist to continue to be involved. There is a
tendency to cut off relations once treatments
fail. This is terribly unfair for patients and
families who would like to receive the ben-
efit of their advice and expertise.

In the Indian situation, not only should
patients be referred to the palliative care
team early to ensure a better quality of life,
but the continued survival and safety of
members of the family left behind is also a
concern. Their rehabilitation is consequently
alsoa part of palliative care. It will bring peace
toadying patient, who seeks assurance that
his or her family will be safe and able to cope.

CanSupport’s programmes have grown
in response to users’ needs. Besides the
home-care service, we have a telephone
helpline, day cares and out-patient clinics as
well as a rehabilitation and social support
unit. We also do research, educate and teach.
What began 25 years ago as a voluntary ef-
fort by a few well-intentioned people is now
an established organisation that runs the
largest home-based palliative care pro-
gramme in the country. We owe a debt of
gratitude to those who contributed their tal-
ent, time and resources. But most of all to
families who put their trustin us.

The writer is founder-president, CanSupport
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RuUCKUS IN PARLIAMENT

THE WINTER SESSION of Parliament began
on a tumultuous note when an angry
Opposition staged a walkout in both houses
in protest against the “sell-out” to the IMFand
pilloried the government for the massacre of
people from SC communities at Deoli. Both
these issues, as anticipated, provided enough
grist to the Opposition mill. While slogan-
shouting Opposition members blocked the
question hour in the Lok Sabha, their coun-
terparts in the Rajya Sabha staged a walkout.
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was conspicu-
ous by her absence in both the houses during
this commotion.

CHAVAN IN CONG (I)

AFTER SIX MONTHS of waiting, Y B Chavan
has been admitted to the Congress (I).
Bhishma Narain Singh, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, wrote to the Speaker Balram Jakhar
toallotaseat to Chavan in the Congress (I) bloc
in the Lok Sabha. Chavan had resigned from
the Congress (S)in May. Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi’s decision seems to have come as a
surprise to many senior party leaders.

IMF LoAN

FINANCE MINISTER R Venkataraman has jus-
tified the conditions imposed by the IMF for
$5 billion loan and said these in no way devi-

New Delhi

ated from our “commitment to self-reliance”.
The adjustment programme enumerated in
the loan facility reflected the “strategies, pro-
gramme and investment priorities of the
Sixth Plan,” he said.

‘WORKERS’ PROTEST

WORKERS GATHERED OUTSIDE the Boat
Club in Delhi to protest against the anti-
worker policies of the government. Hundreds
of trade union representatives raised
clenched fists and painted the skyline red,
raising slogans against the “lathi goli ki sarkar”
and “kala kanoon”. Their rally covered Rajpath
from Boat Club to India gate.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Agriculture in India does need reform, but not of the kind Mr Modi envisaged -
which many farmers reasonably believed would leave them at the mercy of a

government in hock to big business.”

—GLOBALTIMES, CHINA

Maximum Support Policy

Not just MSP, rural India needs reforms that revive health of its soil and water resources,
provide people employment and enhance quality of farmers’ life

A R VASAVI

IN THE HISTORIC withdrawal of the three
farm Acts, in the success of the resilience,
commitment and sincerity of the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha, is our own “David and
Goliath” moment. How this initial and sig-
nificant victory will pan out and what im-
pactitwill have, not only on agricultural poli-
cies but on how democracy and capital are
entangled, will depend on the direction the
farmers’ movement takes.

The issue of “minimum support price”
(MSP) for key agricultural commodities has
been a persistent sticking point in the negoti-
ations between the government and the farm-
ers.The movement's leaders have demanded
the legalisation of MSP, increasing this sup-
port price and extending it to all crops while
the government has stonewalled such de-
mands. While the issue of MSP relates prima-
rily to cost-effective pricing and is understand-
ably the fulcrum on which agriculture should
be assessed as an enterprise, business, or
means of livelihood, it may be important to
gobeyond it.

Much of rural India has largely been neg-
lected economically while also being manip-
ulated for votes. It may, therefore, be time to
seek a package of “maximum support poli-
cies”. This must emanate from the recognition
that mere pricing, marketing and distribution
of agricultural products cannot be the panacea
for the ailments inflicted on rural India by the
larger political economy of the country. Only
holistic policies that address the structural in-
equities, institutional and administrative
deficits and political distortions of rural India
will provide it a new lease of life.

To begin with, a substantial and phased
withdrawal from the Green Revolution model
of promoting subsidised agriculture that’s
based on the use of industrial chemicals must
be initiated. However, the claim that such a
shift to “sustainable” agriculture will be via
what Prime Minister Narendra Modi (in his
speech on November 19)cited as “zero-budget
natural farming” is an issue that must be as-
sessed with caution. It will not be apt to have
asingle model of “natural farming” for India’s
diverse agro-climatic cultural zones. Instead,
a combination of regionally evolved and es-
tablished sustainable agro-cultures, that can
be tweaked to rid them of their social in-
equities (such as bonded labour and tenan-
cies)and made amenable to the new climatic
trends, is required.

If the PM's concern for the small and mar-
ginal farmers is genuine, then policies to en-
sure equitable distribution of resources —land
as well as water — and access to a range of al-
ternative economic practices and support
structures must also be framed. Instead of
subsidies (that largely go to non-rural benefi-
ciaries), moratoria on loans and populist pay-
outs just before elections, it is imperative that
payments be made to promote the spread of
“restorative agriculture” — one that regener-
ates our soil and water resources and pro-
motes seed and agro-biodiversity. A compre-
hensive programme on these lines will enable
notonly a transition to sustainable agriculture
but also enable people to develop climate
change mitigation and adaptation strategies.

Supporting farmers to form collectives in
whichresources, labour, skills and knowledge
are pooled for production, value addition and
marketing could go a long way in correcting
the multiple ways in which they are excluded
from profits or gains. Democratisation and de-
centralisation of agricultural planning can be
linked torevitalising ecologically suitable cul-
tivation, facilitating local collection and dis-
tribution and sustaining local food cultures
that can alleviate malnutrition. A new seed
policy, which focuses on enabling local seed
banks, can help farmers circumvent the prob-
lematic commercial seed industry.

The divide between the rural and agrarian,
onthe one hand,and the urban and industrial,
on the other, is not tenable today. Promoting
small-scale industries and processing centres
that help rural areas to retain resources and
skills along with providing employment is the
answer to the vexed issue of unemployment
and migration. Rural India requires a new eco-
nomic deal that addresses past mistakes and
heals the wounds caused by years of neglect
in healthcare, education and other avenues
thatenhance the quality of life. Public institu-
tions such as panchayats, anganwadis, schools
and primary health centres require urgent re-
forms that de-bureaucratise state-citizen
transactions and ensure that rural residents
are treated as citizens, and not supplicants.
Instead of the band-aid approaches that seek
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To begin with, a substantial
and phased withdrawal from
the Green Revolution model
of promoting subsidised
agriculture that’s based on
the use of industrial
chemicals must be initiated.
However, the claim that such
a shift to ‘sustainable’
agriculture will be via what
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi cited as ‘zero-budget
natural farming’ is an issue
that must be assessed with
caution. It will not be apt to
have a single model of
‘natural farming’ for

India’s diverse agro-climatic
cultural zones.
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to alleviate a range of problems caused by
structural inequities and disadvantages, we
need policies to address caste, ethnic, gender
and class inequities.

Since the current political dispensation cel-
ebrates and invokes culture and heritage asits
legitimising narratives, it would not be out of
place for it, and us, to recognise that our myr-
iad and rich agri-cultures were —and can con-
tinue to — be the basis of our civilisational iden-
tity. Instead of subscribing to alien models of
corporatised and industrialised agriculture,
whose devastating impacts are manifesting in
widespread tragedies across the world, let us
reclaim the knowledge heritage — while also
eschewing the caste-based social system — of
our diverse agri-cultures.

The poet Shiv Sundar has written that
tractors have won over the tanks in this year-
long stand-off between farmers and the state.
Such a victory via non-violent means must
enthuse us to intensify our solidarity towards
arange of “maximum support policies” for ru-
ral and agrarian India. Our first effort should be
to petition our respective MPs so that the
forthcoming parliamentary session does not
see justarecall of the three farm Acts but also
paves the way for projects to realise the best
for rural India.

Vasavi, a social anthropologist, is with the
Punarchith Collective

No longer overlooked

Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas celebrates tribal contributions to freedom struggle

ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

THE DECISION TO recognise November 15 —
the birth anniversary of Bhagwan BirsaMunda
— as Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas will be marked
with golden words in the pages of history. The
nation is celebrating the Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav on the occasion of 75 years of
Independence and determining its commit-
ments for the year 2047. This step is the most
significant milestone towards recognising the
contribution of the tribal fraternity. As part of
the week-long celebration, various events and
activities have been conducted to highlight the
rightful role of the tribal community in the na-
tional development journey.

History has been unfairin recognising trib-
als’ role and potential in every sphere of na-
tional development. Across India, these com-
munities challenged the British, whose actions
to line their pockets by destroying abundant
natural resources were directly affecting the
economicand social framework of tribal com-
munities. The fight against the British-im-
posed system by the Paharia, Chuar, Kol, Bhil,
Ho, Munda, Santhal, Khond, Koya, Koli, Ramosi,
Kuki, Khasi, Singpho — among other move-
ments — was led by people of indomitable
spirit, who encouraged the masses to revolt.

As part of Janjatiya Gaurav week, it is apt
to recollect the tribal legacy of the 1913
Mangarh hill massacre. The incident is known
as the “Jallianwala Bagh massacre of the Vagad
region” and was led by Bhil social reformer and
spiritual leader, Govind Guru. When the free-

dom struggle all over India was taking shape in
various forms, the tribal region along the pres-
ent-day Gujarat-Rajasthan border radiated the
same zeal. Over 1,500 Bhils sacrificed their lives
fighting against British forces.

Govind Guru started working with the Bhil
community during the great famine of 1899-
1900, and saw the effects of oppressive British
measures. He advocated systematically fight-
ing social problems such as liquor consump-
tionand inter-generational debt. He united the
community, spread awareness about their
identity, established schools, and addressed
the spiritual hunger of the masses. He initiated
the Bhagat Sampradaya (sect) in 1908 to so-
cially and morally uplift the Bhil community.
These measures didn’t sit well with the impe-
rial regime. The state harassed the followers
of Govind Guru. On November 17,1913, on the
hillock at Mangarh, a congregation was called
by Govind Guru. British forces surrounded the
gathering from three sides and fired indiscrim-
inately. The sacrifice of the Bhils became abea-
con of strength for others, inspiring them to
achieve freedom.

There is much to learn from tribal commu-
nities. Since time immemorial, their love for
nature has inspired the rest of society. Their
integrity in protecting and preserving indige-
nous art, culture, environment and forests is
worth appreciating at a time when the world
is struggling to build a consensus around cli-
mate change. Tribal communities also have a

better sex ratio (990) than the national aver-
age (940).Thereisrelatively less dowry in tribal
communities. A sense of togetherness ensures
that the girl child is welcomed. The govern-
ment has identified and felicitated the shin-
ing stars of the tribal community, including lu-
minaries such as Tulasi Gowda (Karnataka),
Rahibai Soma Popere ( Maharashtra) and
Lakshmikutty (Kerala); and Dutee Chand,
Mary Kom, Bhaichung Bhutia, Deepika
Kumari, Thonakal Gopi and Lalremsiami from
the sports fraternity.

The founding fathers of the Constitution
laid down special provisions in the Fifth and
Sixth schedules for the upliftment of tribal so-
ciety. The representation of these communities
hasbeen ensured at the parliamentary, assem-
bly and panchayat levels. The Atal Bihari
Vajpayee-led NDA government set up a sepa-
rate Ministry of Tribal Affairs in October 1999
to expedite the pace of tribal welfare-related
work. Since 2014, the Narendra Modi govern-
ment has started to bring change in the lives
of disadvantaged sections and they have be-
come significant stakeholders in mainstream
development programmes, adhering to the vi-
sion of “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas and Sabka Prayas”.

The effective implementation of the
Aspirational Districts Programme, provi-
sions for scholarships, increasing the schol-
arship budget and reducing its release
time, and a five-fold increase in the num-

ber of Eklavya Schools are helping the
tribal communities. The New Education
Policy has emphasised local language as
the medium of instruction, which will un-
doubtedly benefit the tribal youth. The
Mangarh Dham will also be developed in
line with 10 other museums to commem-
orate the tribal communities’ contribution
to the freedom struggle. The Bodo agree-
ment, Bru-Reang agreement, Karbi-
Anglong peace accord and the strengthen-
ing of the SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Act
are among the measures that are easing
the lives of the tribal communities.

Inaddition, there has been a seven-fold in-
crease in the minor forest produce covered un-
der MSP, a 62-fold jump in the value of pro-
curement of minor forest produce. Over
Rs 1,000 crore worth of loans for tribal entre-
preneurs have been sanctioned under the
Stand Up India scheme.

Asthe first Janjatiya Gaurav week ends, we
as citizens of India, must pay tribute to these
unsung heroes. It is our duty to highlight the
stories of tribal heroes and heroines from the
freedom struggle and introduce them to the
new generation. Let’s take this opportunity to
pledge to preserve their distinguished art, cul-
ture and customs in the spirit of Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat.

The writer is Union Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs and Culture

PPanopticon city

Surveillance policing in Hyderabad offers
disturbing vision of how facial recognition
technology could be used to violate right to privacy

ANUSHKA JAIN,
LIKHITA AND
MATT MAHMOUDI

IT'S 2020, THE Covid-19 pandemic is peak-
ing, and you desperately need to get to the
pharmacy to stock up on essentials. As you
walk there, almost every street you pass has
cameras installed, watching closely as they
attempt to identify your face and track your
movements. You cross the street, only to be
intercepted by police officers who demand
that you remove your face mask. You ask
why, but no one responds. Then, without ex-
planation, you're lined up and an officer cap-
tures your face on a tablet.

This might sound like a scene fromafilm
set in a dystopian world. In fact, this is an
emerging reality for the people of
Hyderabad, which stands on the brink of be-
comingatotal surveillance city. According to
police officials, more than six lakh CCTV cam-
eras have already been deployed in the city,
with the very real possibility that this num-
ber will continue to increase. These all-per-
vasive cameras will soon be connected in a
real-time network managed by Hyderabad’s
Command and Control Centre. They can be
used in combination with the police’s exist-
ing facial recognition cameras — meaning
that in Hyderabad today, it is virtually im-
possible towalk down the street without ex-
posure to this invasive technology.

Numerous disturbing news reports have
already emerged from Hyderabad about il-
legal cordon-and-search operations and
random frisking of civilians, as well as re-
ports about the police stopping and taking
photographs of people on the road without
any reason.

The construction of the Integrated Police
Command Control Centre, in BanjaraHills in
Hyderabad, at a cost of Rs 800 crore, is an-
other worrying development. This centre
will allow the police to access real-time sur-
veillance footage from the network of cam-
eras that monitor the city. Surveillance prac-
tices that further entrench and automate
discriminatory and problematic policing
practices — such as data analytics, social me-
dia analysis capabilities and facial recogni-
tion — will also be carried out at this centre.
It'sa chilling attempt to control citizens' lives
through technology.

Facial recognition technology identifies
the distinct features of a person’s face to cre-
ate a biometric map, which an algorithm
then matches to possible individuals. The
system searches across databases of millions
of images, scraped without knowledge or
consent, and often fails.

The use of facial recognition technology
is already under severe scrutiny around the
world, with some jurisdictions, including
Belgium and Luxembourg, having already
banned its use. The European Unionis in the
process of finalising and passing one of the
most comprehensive bans on facial recogni-
tion technology yet, while in the United
States, multiple city-and state-level bansand
moratoria have been imposed. More than
200 organisations have called for a global ban
on the use of biometric surveillance tech-
nologies that enable mass and discrimina-
tory surveillance, while even Facebook an-
nounced that it would be shutting down its
facial recognition programme.

Yet, many police units in India — includ-
ing Hyderabad Police — today continue to
acquire and deploy this dangerous and inva-
sive technology.

In India, these technological infringe-
ments on our human rights are particularly
dire. The right to privacy was recognised asa
fundamental right, included under the right
to life and liberty by the Supreme Court of
India in 2017. However, without a law in
place toregulate data collection and toact as
an oversight mechanism, valid concerns
about privacy and other rights violations
continue to arise.

The absence of any legal framework to
governdata protection, especially in the con-
text of personal biometric data, means that
we are blindly turning our public spaces into
sites of technological experimentation,
where human rights are sidelined for profit
and control.

The proposed Personal Data
Protection Bill 2019 has been stuck for
years in Parliament. Despite this, police
forces and intelligence agencies have ac-
celerated their unchecked personal data
collection activities.

Under the guise of the protection of
women and children, huge amounts of pub-
licmoney are being spent on these technolo-
gies with no evidence of their effectiveness,
further squandering precious public funds.

Government programmes such as Safe
City, Smart City and the Nirbhaya Fund have
been utilised to bankroll these projects — yet
the human rights violations that occur as a
result of their use far outweigh any pur-
ported benefit that these technologies claim
to provide.

The model of surveillance policing in
Hyderabad not only raises significant human
rights concerns, butit could also further mo-
tivate other state police departments and in-
telligence agencies to adopt similar meas-
ures throughout the country. The Telangana
state authorities have a duty to uphold hu-
manrights by banning the use of dangerous
facial recognition technologies.

Jainis associate counsel at Internet
Freedom Foundation; Likhitais aresearcher
and adviser at Amnesty International;
Mahmoudiis an Al and big data researcher
atAmnesty International.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CHINA’S COLONIALISM
THISREFERSTO the editorial, The secret
spread’ (IE, November 23). The Chinese
“string of pearls” is expanding, not just
around India but also around the globe.
The debt-trap diplomacy offered by
Beijing under the Belt and Road Initiative
is a strategic stranglehold. The military
presence of a foreign power is akin to
challenging the sovereignty of the host
nation. Djibouti, Cambodia and now the
UAE have fallen prey to China’s neocolo-
nial tactics. The world nations, QUAD,
and AUKUS need to keep vigil on this de-
velopmentand act to check the dragon’s
strategic play.

Anjali Bhavana, Thiruvananthapuram

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘A base away
from home’ (IE, November 23). China’s
special interest in the western Indian
ocean is significant from the fact that it
has made deeper economicinroads into
Africa through its ambitious Belt and
Road Initiative. Barring a few countries,
almost every African country has re-
ceived benevolent Chinese investments
in the last few years. China’s deepening
ties with Iran and its overarching pres-
ence in Pakistan entails it to have a base
close by the ports of Gwadar and
Chabahar in the Gulf of Oman. It has also
chosen the port of Khalifa in the UAE that
overlooks the Strait of Hormuz, a signif-
icant choke point that has witnessed a
military escalation in the recent past.
Sudip Kumar Dey, Barasat

COUNTING WORKERS

THISREFERSTO the editorial, Identifying
& including' (IE, November 23).India has
alarge number of unorganised workers
who work in far-flung places. The two
waves of the pandemic, whichled tona-
tionwide lockdowns, have hurt this sec-
tion of the population the most. In June,
the Supreme Court rightly rebuked the
labour ministry for its failure to complete
the National Database for Unorganised

Workers. It must be remembered that
while migrant labourers contribute im-
mensely to developmental activities,
they are mostly deprived of the benefits
of various welfare schemes.

SSPaul, Nadia

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Identifying
&including’ (IE, November 23). The gov-
ernment initiative to launch the e-Shram
portal, after nudges from the Supreme
Court, is welcome, as it will help cover
unorganised workers in state social se-
curity schemes, besides making labour
and employment data comprehensive.
However, the exclusion of people 60
yearsand olderisagap,as thereisnore-
tirement age in the informal sector and
people continue to work well beyond 60.
Further, wide publicity is needed as very
few people are aware of the portal and
the benefits of registration.

Hemant Contractor, Pune

WORKERS IGNORED

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘A question of
dignity’ (IE, November 23). The Swachh
Bharat Mission has led to an increase in
the construction of toilets. Since this is
not matched by the development of in-
frastructure for sewerage networks,and
faecal sludge treatment plants for safe
disposal of waste, the gap has com-
pounded the sanitation problems. The
World Bank, ILO, WaterAid, and WHO
2019 publication “Health, Safety and
Dignity of Sanitation Workers: AnInitial
Assessment” stated: “In Mumbai alone,
the reported figures collected under the
Right to Information Act(2006) showed
an average of 25 sanitation worker
deaths per month between 2002 and
2005.” It is an irony that despite PM
Narendra Modi washing the feet of san-
itation workers, the rights to health,
safety and dignity still elude this section
of our citizens because of their lower
caste status.

LR Murmu, Delhi

New Delhi
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Tony Chung

HONG KONG
Independence
group ex-leader
gets43 months

Hong Kong: The former
leader of Hong Kong pro-
independence  group
Studentlocalism was sen-
tenced on Tuesday toa to-
tal of 43 months in prison
for trying to separate the
city from China, and for
money laundering. Tony
Chung, 20, was charged
with secession, under a
sweeping national security
law, and money launder-
ing in October 2020 and
was denied bail. Local me-
dia reported at the time
that he detained along
with two others ata coffee
shop close to the U.S. con-
sulate by unidentified men
and was believed to be
preparing for an asylum
application.  REUTERS

IRAN
UN nuclear
watchdog chief

formoreaccess

Tehran: The head of the
United Nations’ atomic
watchdog met Tuesday
with Iranian officials to
press for greater access in
theIslamic Republicahead
of diplomatic talks restart-
ing over Tehran's tattered
nuclear deal with world
powers. Rafael Mariano
Grossi of the International
Atomic Energy Agency yet
again faces tightrope-
style talks with Iranian of-
ficials as his inspectors re-
main unable to access
surveillance footage and
face greater challenges in
trying to monitor Tehran's
rapidly growing uranium
stockpile. AP

ITALY
Competition

watchdog fines
Apple, Amazon

Rome: Italy's antitrust
watchdog has fined Apple
and Amazon a total of
more than200 millioneu-
ros for cooperating to re-
strict competition in the
sale of Apple and Beats
branded productsinviola-
tion of European Union
rules. An investigation
found that provisions in a
2018 agreement between
the US tech giants limited
access to Italy’s Amazon
marketplace to selected
resellers, the Italian
Competition Authority
said Tuesday. The watch-
dog slapped Apple with a
134.5 millioneurofineand
Amazon with a 68.7 mil-
lioneuro penalty.Italsoor-
dered them to end the re-
strictions and give resellers
access in a “non-discrimi-
natory manner.” AP

Bi1G BEN To RING IN NEW YEAR WITH FRESH FACE

Big Ben's dials will emerge from a shroud of scaffolding in time for the world famous clock to
perform its most important annual role— ringing in the New Year for thousands on the
streets of London. The clock tower of Britain's Houses of Parliament has been hidden for
three-and-a-half years while hundreds of craftspeople repaired masonry, replaced metalwork
and repainted and regilded in the biggest restoration since it was built in 1859.

Germany COIlSidel‘S more COVid CllI'bS VICE AND VIRTUE MINISTRY SETS OUT 9 RULES
and compulsory vaccines as cases soar

REUTERS
BERLIN,NOVEMBER 23

HEALTH MINISTER Jens Spahn
called on Tuesday for further re-
strictions as Germany's rate of
coronavirus infections hit a
record high and more politicians
backed compulsory vaccinations.

The seven-day incidence rate
jumped to 399.8 per 100,000
people on Tuesday, data from the
Robert Koch Institute for infec-
tious diseases showed, the 16th
straight day it has hit a record
level.

As the number of Covid-19
deaths in Germany nears
100,000, the United States ad-
vised on Monday against travel
there.

Spahn said more public
spaces should be restricted to
those who were vaccinated or
recently recovered from Covid-
19 and also had a negative test.

“We are having to move pa-
tients around as intensive care
units are full and that doesn't just
affect Covid patients,” he told
Germany's Deutschlandfunk radio.

On Monday, Spahn said that
by the end of the winter almost
everyone in Germany would be
“vaccinated, recovered or dead”.

Neighbouring Austria has

Imran Khan says
rising foreign
debt a ‘national
security’ issue

Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan said on
Tuesday that the rising foreign
debts coupled with low tax recov-
ery had become a “national secu-
rity” issue because government
did not have enough resources to
spend on people's welfare.

“Our biggest problem is that
we don't have enough money to
runour country due to which we
have to borrow loans,” Khan said,
adding due to lack of resources
the government had little to
spend on the welfare of the
masses.

He said the rising foreign
debts and low tax revenue had
become anissue of “national se-
curity”. He lamented that the
prevailing culture of not paying
taxes was a legacy of the colonial
period when people disliked to
pay taxes as their money was not
spent on them.

Economic Affairs showed
that the borrowing was higher by
$580 million, or 18 per cent, as
compared to the loans obtained
in the same period last year. PTI

People wait in line outside a mobile vaccination station in
Berlin, Germany, on Tuesday. dpa via AP

reimposed a full lockdown due
to surging caseloads. Spahn has
not ruled out similar steps in
Germany, although he said on
Tuesday that would be decided
region by region.

Many Christmas markets
have been cancelled, especially
in the hard-hit regions of Bavaria
and Saxony. The eastern state of
Brandenburg decided that chil-
dren no longer have to go to
school and is starting its
Christmas holidays three days
early.

The force of the pandemic's
fourth wave has prompted more

politicians to back compulsory
vaccinations, a divisive topic that
is likely to face Germany's new
government.

Only 68 per cent of the pop-
ulation are fully vaccinated.

Some 7.3 per cent of citizens
have had a booster and while
long queues have formed in
many places for a third shot,
Spahn has tried to allay concerns
about supply.

“Compulsory vaccination is
not a violation of civil liberties,
but the prerequisite for us to re-
gain our freedom,” wrote the
premiers of the southern states

Europe
epicentre of
@ Covidcases

EXPLAINED

EUROPE IS once again the
epicenter of the pan-
demic, accounting for
more than half the
world’s reported Covid-
19 deaths this month, ac-
cording to the WHO.

Germany is pressing
for citizens to get booster
shots but faces a dwin-
dling supply of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine. About
68 per cent of Germans
have been fully vacci-
nated, and hospitals are
mostly filled with those
who have not been vacci-
nated atall.

of Bavaria and Baden-
Wouerttemberg in the Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung daily.

The ALM association of med-
ical laboratories said capacity for
PCR testing was reaching its lim-
its with nationwide utilisation at
86 per cent, up from 75 per cent
in the previous week, while the
number of positive PCR tests had
jumped by 31per cent.

Lanka begins trial of 25 accused

of plotting 20

UDITHA JAYASINGHE
COLOMBO, NOVEMBER 23

A SRI Lankan court on Tuesday
began the trial of 25 men ac-
cused of plotting the Easter
Sunday bombings that killed
nearly 270 people in 2019, as
lawyers warned of a protracted
and complicated legal battle
ahead.

The suspects were brought
under heavy guard in batches
from different prisons by police
to the Colombo High Court dur-
ing the morning hours.

Police have filed over 23,000
charges against the suspects, in-
cluding conspiring to murder,
aiding and abetting the attacks,
and collecting arms and ammu-
nition. Lawyers representing the
suspects said the charges were
too numerous in number and
the case could take as long as a
decade to conclude.

“As things are now it is im-
possible to identify which spe-
cific charges match with which
suspect. We are hoping there
will be more clarity on this. We

Suspects arrive at the Colombo High Court. Reuters

are concerned that this case will
drag on and it will be a futile ex-
ercise,” Attorney Noordeen M.
Shaheed, who represents six of
the suspects, told Reuters.

The group includes
Mohammad Naufer, who offi-
cials say masterminded the at-
tack and is linked to Islamic State.

Another key suspectis Y M
Ibrahim, the father of two of the
suicide bombers, Inshaf and
[Ilham Ibrahim, who targeted

two hotels in Colombo.

The string of attacks carried
out on April 21 2019, Easter
Sunday, targeted three churches
and three hotels, killing 267 peo-
ple, including at least 45 foreign
nationals. At least 40 children
also died.

The attacks, the worst in Sri
Lanka’s turbulent history, alsoin-
jured about 500 people, mostly
belonging to the island’s minority
Catholiccommunity. REUTERS

Qatar used ex-CIA officer to spy on FIFA

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 23

A FORMER (IA officer has spied
on top soccer officials for years
while working for Qatar, the Arab
country hosting next year's World
Cup tournament, an investigation
by The Associated Press has found.
Qatar sought an edge in se-
curing hosting rights from rivals
like the United States and
Australia by hiring former CIA of-
ficer turned private contractor
Kevin Chalker to spy on other bid
teams and key soccer officials
who picked the winner in 2010,
the AP's investigation found.
Chalker also worked for
Qatar in the years that followed

AMID US DIPLOMATIC BOYCOTT PLANS
Xi’s ‘good friend’ Putin to
attend Winter Olympics

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 23

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin has accepted the invitation
from his Chinese counterpart
and “good friend” Xi Jinping to
attend the Winter Olympics in
Beijing, days after US President
JoeBiden said he is considering a
diplomatic boycott of the event
to highlight China’s human
rights violations.

Putin’s visit to Beijing to take
part in the Winter Olympics
opening ceremony in February
next year will make him the first
state leader to meet face to face
with Xi since the outbreak of
Covid in Wuhan in 2019.

Xi Jinping, Vladimir Putin

“China and Russia have a fine
tradition of celebrating major
events together. In 2014 Xi at-
tended the Winter Olympics cer-
emony inSochiinRussia,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesmanZhao
Lijian said Tuesday. “Now
President Xi Jinping is inviting his
good friend President Putin to at-
tend the Beijing Winter Olympics.
President Putin has accepted the
invitation happily.” PTI

After the announcement
that Qatar will host the 2022
Football World Cup. File

to keep tabs on Qatar's critics in
the soccer world, according toin-
terviews with Chalker's former
associates as well as contracts,
invoices, emails, and a review of
business documents.

Lahore becomes
world’s 3rd most
polluted city

Lahore: Lahore on Tuesday be-
came the world’s third most pol-
luted city as increasing smog has
engulfed Pakistan's cultural cap-
ital, an air quality monitoring
company said.

Lahore ranked third behind
Bangladesh capital Dhaka and
Mongolia’s capital Ulaanbaatar
on the pollution index, accord-
ing to Switzerland-based air
quality information platform
IQAIr.

Increasing air pollution and
smog have forced authorities to
order a partial closure of schools
inLahore, once known as the city
of gardens. Authorities said they
had closed some factories and
some had been fined for not us-
ing technology that helps in con-
trolling pollution. AP

The surveillance work in-
cluded having someone pose as
aphotojournalist to keep tabs on
arival nation's bid and deploy-
ing a Facebook honeypot, in
which someone posed online as
an attractive woman, to get close
to a target, a review of the
records show. Operatives work-
ing for Chalker and the Persian
Gulf sheikhdom also sought cell
phone call logs of at least one top
FIFA official ahead of the 2010
vote, the records show.

“The greatest achievement to
date of Project MERCILESS ...
have come from successful pen-
etration operations targeting vo-
cal critics inside the FIFA organ-
ization,” Chalker's company,
Global Risk Advisors, said in one

2014 document.

The full scope of Chalker's
work for Qatar is unclear but the
APreviewed avariety of projects
Global Risk Advisors proposed
between 2014 and 2017 show
proposals not just directly re-
lated to the World Cup.

They included “Pickaxe”,
which promised to capture “per-
sonal information and biomet-
rics” of migrants working in
Qatar. Another project, “Viper”
promised on-site or remote “mo-
bile device exploitation,” which
Global Risk Advisors said would
deliver “critical intelligence” and
enhance national security.

Qatari officials did not re-
spond to requests for comment.
FIFA also declined to comment.

Talibanban TV shows
with female actors

Curbs on media include hijab for women news presenters

REUTERS
KABUL,NOVEMBER 23

THETALIBAN administration has
released a set of restrictions on
Afghan media, including ban-
ning television dramas that in-
cluded female actors and order-
ing women news presenters to
wear “Islamic hijab”.

Afghanistan's Ministry of
Vice and Virtue set out nine rules
this week, a Taliban administra-
tion spokesman said on Tuesday,
largely centred on banning any
media that contravened “Islamic
or Afghan values”.

Some edicts were targeted
specifically at women, a move
likely to raise concerns among
the international community.

“Those dramas...or pro-
grammes in which women have
acted, should not be aired,” the
rules said, adding that female
journalists on air should wear
“Islamic hijab” without defining
what that meant.

Though most women in
Afghanistan wear headscarves
in public, the Taliban's state-
ments that women should wear
"Islamic hijab" have often in the
pastworried women's rights ac-
tivists who say the termis vague
and could be interpreted conser-
vatively.

The rules drew criticism from
international rights watchdog
Human Rights Watch (HRW),

China calls on
‘certain people’
to stop
‘politisation’

of Peng situation

GABRIELCROSSLEY
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 23

CHINA'S FOREIGN ministry said
onTuesday that “certain people”
should stop the “malicious hyp-
ing” and “politicisation” of the is-
sue of tennis star Peng Shuai, as
foreign governments and organ-
isations continue to raise ques-
tions around her wellbeing.

The whereabouts of Peng, a
former doubles world number
one, became a matter of interna-
tional concern for nearly three
weeks after she posted a message
on social media alleging China’s
former Vice-Premier Zhang Gaoli
had sexually assaulted her.

She re-appeared over the
weekend in Beijing and held a
video call with International
Olympic Committee (IOC) pres-
ident Thomas

Bach on
Sunday.
Amnesty

International's
China re-
searcher Alkan
Akad  told
Reuters the
video call did
little to ease
fears over Peng's wellbeing.
“This is not a diplomatic mat-
ter,” Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian said,
adding that Amnesty held “anti-
China” views. “Thope certain peo-
ple will cease malicious hyping, let
alone politicization.” REUTERS

Peng Shuai

Members of the Taliban ride a bike on a Kabul street. File

which said media freedom was
deteriorating in the country.

“The disappearance of any
space for dissent and worsening
restrictions for women in the
media and arts is devastating,”
said Patricia Gossman, associate
Asia director at HRW.

Though Taliban officials have
sought to sought to publicly as-
sure women and the interna-
tional community that women's
rights will be protected since
they took over Afghanistan on
August 15, many advocates and
women have remained skeptical.

During the Taliban's previous
rule, strict curbs were placed on
women's ability to leave the
house, unless accompanied by a
male relative, or to receive
education.

TALIBAN TO PURGE
‘BAD CHARACTERS’
FROMITS RANKS

Kabul: The Taliban have
formed a commission to
purge “people of bad charac-
ter” from their ranks, the
group said on Tuesday.
Announcing the same, Taliban
deputy chief Sirajuddin
Haqgqani said its formation
was urgently needed.

The commission — called
the commission for the pu-
rification of the ranks — has
been formed under the
Ministry of Defence, headed
by Mullah Yagoob. REUTERS

The site where the bus caught fire on the highway, near the
village of Bosnek, Bulgaria. Reuters

Bulgaria bus crash
kills at least 45

TSVETELIATSOLOVA &
IVANA SEKULARAC
SOFIA, SKOPJE, NOVEMBER 23

A BUS carrying North
Macedonian tourists crashed in
flames on a highway in western
Bulgaria before daybreak on
Tuesday, killing at least 45 peo-
ple, including 12 children, offi-
cials said.

The cause of the accident was
unclear but the bus appeared to
have hita highway barrier either
before or after it caught fire, the
officials said.

Seven people who leapt from
the burning bus were rushed to
the Pirogov emergency hospital
in the Bulgarian capital Sofia and
were in a stable condition, hos-
pital staff said. They had suffered
burns and one had a broken leg.

Bulgaria's interior ministry
said 45 people had died, making
it the most deadly bus accident

in the Balkan country's history.

Interim Interior Minister
Boyko Rashkov said bodies were
“clustered inside and are burnt
toash”.

The coach party had beenre-
turning to Skopje, capital of
North Macedonia, after a week-
end holiday trip to Istanbul.

Bulgarian investigative serv-
ice chief Borislav Sarafov said four
buses from a North Macedonian
travel agency had entered
Bulgaria late on Monday from
Turkey. “Human error by the
driver or a technical malfunction
are the two initial versions for the
accident,” Sarafov said.

“Thisisa huge tragedy,” North
Macedonian Prime Minister
Zoran Zaev told reporters in Sofia
and expressed his condolences to
relatives of the victims. Zaev said
the passengers were all from
North Macedoniabutappeared to
include a Serbian citizen and a
Belgian citizen. REUTERS

Chun Doo-hwan, S Korea ex-military dictator, dies at 90

CHOE SANG-HUN
SEOUL,NOVEMBER 23

CHUN DOO-HWAN, South
Korea’s most vilified former mil-
itary dictator, who seized power
in a coup and ruled his country
with an iron fist for most of the
1980s, dispatching paratroopers
and armored vehicles to mow
down hundreds of pro-democ-
racy protesters, died Tuesday at
his home in Seoul. He was 90.

In 1996, eight years after he
left office, Chun was sentenced
todeath on sedition and mutiny
charges stemming from his role
in the 1979 coup that brought
him to power and the massacre
of demonstrators in Gwangju
the following year. But he was
pardoned in 1997 in a gesture of
reconciliation.

Chun, who ruled his country

from 1979 until early 1988, was
also convicted of collecting hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in
bribes from wealthy, politically
connected families whose busi-
nesses expanded into conglom-
erates with the help of tax cuts
and other government favors.

Unapologetic to the end,
Chun was the last to die among
South Korea’s three military gen-
eral-turned presidents.

As an army captain, Chun
took part in Maj Gen Park
Chung-hee’s coupin 1961. When
Park’s 18-year dictatorship
abruptly ended with his assassi-
nation in 1979, Chun, by then a
major general himself, staged his
own coup to usurp control. He
later hand-picked his friend Roh
Tae-woo, also a former general,
as successor. Roh, president from
1988 to 1993, died in October.

While Chun was in office,

Chun Doo-hwan (right)
during a trial in 1996. APfile

South Korea tamed its chronic
inflation, and its economy was
among the world’s fastest grow-
ing, expanding an average 10 per
centayear. His government also
overcame huge odds against
Japan, its historical enemy, to
host the 1988 Olympics.

But Chun is mostly remem-
bered as a dictator. “Among

New Delhi

South Koreans, his name is syn-
onymous with a tyrannical mili-
tary dictator,” said Choi Jin, direc-
tor of the Institute for Presidential
Leadership in Seoul.

Chun was serving as head of
the military’s intelligence com-
mand in late 1979 when Park
was assassinated by the director
of KCIA, his spy agency. Chun and
his army friends arrested their
boss, army chief of staff Gen.
Jeong Seung-hwa, and moved
their troops into Seoul to com-
plete his largely bloodless coup.

Chun placed the country un-
der a martial law, closing
Parliament and universities and
detaining prominent dissidents,
including the two main opposi-
tion leaders, Kim Young-sam
and Kim Dae-jung.

In May 1980, people in
Gwangju, rose up in protest,
chanting, “Down with Chun

Doo-hwan!” Troops moved in,
wielding batons and bayonets
and opening fire. The crackdown
cost at least 191 lives by official
count. Victims' families said the
death toll was much higher.

Chun’s military junta later
sentenced Kim Dae-jung to
death on a false charge of insti-
gating the Gwangju uprising at
the behest of North Korea.

In a rare interview published
in the South Korean monthly
magazine Shindonga in 2016,
Chundenied giving a shoot-to-kill
order in Gwangju. He called him-
selfavictimof political “revenge.”

North Korea tried to assassi-
nate Chun while he was visiting
Myanmar in 1983. Bombs
planted by its agents killed 21
people, including several South
Korean Cabinet ministers. Chun
escaped the attack because hisar-
rival there had been delayed. NYT
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The legacy of Rani Gaidinliu,
tribal freedom fighter being
honoured with a museum

JIMMY LEIVON
IMPHAL, NOVEMBER 23

UNION HOME Minister Amit Shah on
Monday virtually laid the foundation
stone for the ‘Rani Gaidinliu Tribal
Freedom Fighters Museum’ in Manipur’s
Tamenglong district. “Rani Gaidinliu was
the epitome of valour & courage. PM
@narendramodi govt is resolved to give
our tribal freedom fighters their due re-
spect and rights,” Shah tweeted.

The museum will be set up in Rani
Gaidinliu's home village, Luangkao.
Twitter/Amit Shah

Daughter of the Hills
A spiritual and political leader, Rani
Gaidinliu, of the Rongmei tribe, was born

on January 26, 1915 at Luangkao village,
now in Tamenglong district. At 13, she
became associated with freedom fighter
and religious leader Haipou Jadonang,

Patrol Vessel, ICGS Rani Gaidinliu, in 2016.
In 2015, the Centre issued commemora-
tive coins of Rs 100 and a circulation coin

was also aRongmei, wholed the ‘Heraka  of Rs 5 in her honour.
movement’ based on the ancestral Naga
religion, and envisioned anindependent  The museum

Naga kingdom (or Naga-Raja).

After Jadonang was executed, Rani
Gandiliu took up the leadership of the
movement — which turned more and
more political. She was imprisoned for
life, and released after 14 years, in 1947.

Acknowledging her role in the strug-
gle against the British, former PM
Jawaharlal Nehru called her the

The project was sanctioned by the

Ministry of Tribal Affairsin2019 atan es-
timated cost of Rs 15 crore. While details
are yet to be finalised, official sources said
the museum would exhibit artefacts re-
lated to tribal freedom fighters and their
contributions to the Anglo-Manipuri
War, Kuki-Rebellion, and Naga-Raj move-
ment. The proposed museum will be set

“Daughter of the Hills” and gave herthe  up at Luangkao village.
title “Rani”. She was awarded the
Tamrapatra in 1972, Padma Bhushanin ~ Her legacy

1982, Vivekananda Sewa Summan in
1983, and Stree Shakti Puraskar in 1991.
Following her death on February 17,1993
at Luangkao, she was posthumously
awarded the Bhagwan Birsa Munda
Puraskar in 1996. The Government of
India issued acommemorative stamp in
her honour in the same year.

The Coast Guard commissioned a Fast

White dwarf with

Imphal-based historian Professor N

Joykumar Singh said Rani Gaidiliu was a
rare woman political leader who showed
exemplary courage during the colonial
period. He said that In 1938, the Nikhil
Manipur Maha Sabha, the first political
party of Manipur during the British colo-
nial rule, adopted a resolution to free Rani
Gaidinliu from prison.

fastest spin:

one rotation every 25 seconds

A WHITE dwarf star that completes a full
rotation once every 25 seconds s the fastest
spinning confirmed white dwarf, accord-
ing to a team of astronomers. They have
shown thatitasanex-
tremely rare example
of a magnetic pro-
peller system: The

white dwarfis pulling
gaseous plasma from PAPER
anearby companion
starand flinging itinto CLIP
spaceataround 3,000

- NEW RESEARCH
kilometres per sec- ——

Artist's impression of LAMOST
J024048.51+195226.9. University of
Warwick/Mark Garlick

ond. Itis only the sec-
ond magnetic propeller white dwarf to
have been identified in over 70 years,
thanks to a combination of powerful and
sensitive instruments.

Put into context, one rotation of the
planet Earth takes 24 hours, while the
equivalenton]J0240+1952isamere 25 sec-
onds. That'salmost 20% faster than the con-
firmed white dwarf with the most compa-
rable spinrate, which completes arotation
injust over 29 seconds.

The study was led by the University of
Warwick with the University of Sheffield.
It has been published in the journal

Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical
Society: Letters.

A white dwarf is a star that has burnt

up all of its fuel and shed its outer layers,
now undergoinga process of shrinking and
cooling over millions of years. This partic-
ular
J024048.51+195226.9 —0r]0240+1952 —
is the size of the Earth but is thought to be
atleast 200,000 times more massive. It is
part of a binary star system; its immense
gravity is pulling material from its larger
companion star in the form of plasma.

star, named LAMOST

Source: University of Warwick
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Road to data protection law

The Joint Committee of Parliament that studied the proposed Personal Data Protection Bill is believed to have
adopted a final set of recommendations. The draft Bill is set to be tabled in Parliament’s Winter Session.

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

ON MONDAY, the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPP) on the Personal Data
Protection Bill of 2019 is said to have adopted
the final draft. The Billis slated to be tabled in
the Winter Session.

Why does India need a data protection
law?

Amid the proliferation of computers and
the Internet, consumers have been generat-
ing a lot of data, which has allowed compa-
nies to show them personalised advertise-
ments based on their browsing patterns and
other online behaviour. Companies began to
store a lot of these datasets without taking
the consent of the users, and did not take re-
sponsibility when the data leaked. To hold
such companies accountable, the govern-
ment in 2019 tabled the Personal Data
Protection Bill for the first time.

What is said to be in the final draft?

One of the major changes that the final
draft of the PDP Bill is believed to have
pushed for is to include non-personal data
withinits ambit, which changes the nature of
the Bill from personal data protection to just
data protection.

The final draft is also said to have sought
additional compliance for companies that
deal exclusively with children's data, by ask-
ing them to register with the Data Protection
Authority — aregulatory body that will have
powers to decide on implementing the law’s
various provisions.

A third key aspect that the committee is
said to have pushed for is to consider all so-
cial media companies as publishers, and to
hold them accountable for the content on
their platform if they are not acting as inter-
mediaries. It is said to have recommended
that no social media company be allowed to
operate in India unless the parent company
handling the technology sets up an office in
India.

Other aspects such as setting up of an in-
digenous architecture, which can be an al-
ternative to the internationally accepted
SWIFT payment system, are also said to have
been suggested.

A key suggestion said to be made by the
JCP, which also received the most dissent
from members, is wide-ranging powers for
the government such as exempting any
agency from application of the law.

What AAP’s

NAVJEEVANGOPAL
CHANDIGARH,NOVEMBER 23

ON MONDAY, launching the Aam Aadmi
Party’s ‘Mission Punjab’ for the 2022 Assembly
polls, national convener Arvind Kejriwal an-
nounced thatif voted to power, AAPwill trans-
fer Rs 1,000 per month to the account of every
womanin Punjab aged 18 or above. Kejriwal’s
announcement in Moga, freebies promised by
other parties, and subsidies and populist
schemes from successive governments come
ina state that isreeling under debt.

What it will cost

As per the Election Commission of India,
there were 96.19 lakh women voters in Punjab
during the 2019 Lok Sabha polls. The voters list
for2022 isnotyetout; AAP has estimated that
the scheme could benefit 1 crore women. If
AAP does form the government and imple-
ments the promise, then paying Rs 1,000 crore

Hlustration: Suvajit Dey

KEY TERMS INDATA PROTECTION

DATA PRINCIPAL: The person to
whom the data in consideration
belong

DATA PROCESSOR: A person, state,
company or any other entity which
processes data on behalf of someone
else

DATA FIDUCIARY: A person, state,
company or any other judicial entity
which control the various aspects
related to data storage and defines
how it can be processed

PERSONAL DATA: Any data set that
may contain information that can
reveal personal traits of a human

being, and can be used to single out
the person

NON-PERSONAL DATA: Data sets
which do not contain any personal
information and instead have
information detailing the larger
trends such as the income group of a
town, the average age, the male-to
female-population ratio, etc

DATA PROTECTION AUTHORITY: A
regulatory body for the Act which can
have adjudicating powers and pass
executive instructions in cases of
conflict between two parties under
the Data Protection Act

When will it be tabled?

Since the final draft has been adopted by
allmembers of the JCP, it is likely to be tabled
during the Winter Session. However, some
of the JCP members have dissented to cer-
tain aspects, so some changes are possible
before the Bill is tabled in Parliament.

How long has it taken to complete the
draft?

First proposed by the government in
2018, the Bill has been pending for close to
three years now. It has seen several changes
to the original draft drawn by retired
Supreme Court Justice B N Srikrishna, who
has said that the revised Bill was “a blank

cheque to the state”.

The Bill, which is said to contain 98
clauses, was referred to the JPC headed by
BJP MP Meenakshi Lekhiin December 2019.
Lekhi was replaced as chairperson with an-
other BJP MP, PP Chaudhary, earlier this year.
The 30-member panel got extensions in
March and September 2020 as well as a final
extension in February 2021.

Officials from the Ministries of IT, Law and
Home Affairs, the Unique Identification
Authority of India, National Investigation
Agency, Narcotics Control Bureau and the
Reserve Bank of India, among others, have
deposed before the panel.

From the private sector, executives from

TELLING NUMBERS

per month to an estimated 1 crore women
would translate into Rs 12,000 crore per year.
Kejriwal noted that his opponents would
askwhere the money to fund the programme
would come from. He said “there is no dearth
of money with any government, all that's re-
quired is intention to work for people”.

Punjab’s debt situation

When the Congress government took over
inMarch 2017, itinherited adebt of Rs 1.82 lakh
crore from the SAD-BJP government that had
ruled for 10 years. The budget estimates for
2021-22 project the outstanding debt to rise
tonearly Rs 2.82 lakh crore. This effectively be-
comesRs2.73 lakh crore afteraccounting forRs
8,359 crore received as back-to-back loans in
lieu of GST compensation during 2020-21.

In 2019-20, the outstanding had reached
Rs 2.29 lakh crore. In the 2020-21 budget esti-
mates, it was projected to reach Rs 2.48 lakh
crore, which rose to Rs 2.61 lakh crore in the
revised estimates (effective Rs 2.52 lakh crore).

The effective outstanding debt in 2019-20
was 39.90 percent of the Gross State Domestic
Product(GDSP)of Rs 5.74 lakh crore. For 2021-
22, it is 45% of the projected GSDP of Rs 6.07
lakh crore.

Punjab’s total receipts are estimated at Rs
1.62 lakh crorein the current fiscal, from Rs 1.32
lakh crore in 2019-20. The total expenditure is
estimated at Rs 1.68 lakh crore by the end of
this fiscal, from Rs 1.34 lakh crore in 2019-20.
Anamountof Rs 38,000 crore, whichincludes
Rs 20,000 crore as interest payment and Rs
18,000 crore as repayment of debt excluding
Ways and Means Advances, is estimated tobe
spent on total debt servicing in the budget es-
timates of the current fiscal. The correspon-
ding figure was Rs 30,000 crore in 2019-20.

Subsidies, populist schemes

In the budget estimates for 2021-22, ow-
ing to power subsidy given to the farmers, var-
ious categories of industries and members of
the Dalit community, the government’s dues to

Visa, MasterCard India, Google India, PayTM,
Facebook India, Twitter India, Amazon Web
Services as well as Amazon India, among oth-
ers, have made submissions to the panel.

What were their submissions?

In their meeting with the JPC, Google’s
representatives had said India should avoid
making data localisation a requirement,
which had upset the members of the com-
mittee. Paytm, on the other hand, had said
data generated in India should be parked in
the country. Cab aggregators such as Olaand
Uber, whose representatives appeared be-
fore the JPC earlier this month, have sup-
ported data localisation norms.

In November last year, before the JPC had
started a clause-by-clause consideration of
the Bill, several tech policy groups had writ-
ten to then chairperson Lekhi, seeking wider
consultations on the various aspects of the
Bill. The committee, however, went ahead
with these deliberations.

Companies, tech policy groups and even
JCP members had also called for reconsider-
ation of the one-size-fits-all approach based
on binary age threshold for children, given
the vast geographic and cultural diversity of
children across the country and their vary-
ing maturity levels and needs.

Companies and policy groups had also
expressed apprehensions about the possible
inclusion of certain clauses related to non-
personal data and had told the JCP that it car-
ried a very high risk of re-identification and
may lead to legal complications for stake-
holders.

Policy groups had repeatedly objected
to the blanket exemptions to the central
and state governments along with allied
agencies.

“We are hoping that these provisions
have been relooked, especially in the absence
of acomprehensive surveillance framework,
tointroduce some element of oversight,” said
Kazim Rizvi, founder of public policy group
The Dialogue.

Rizvi said that as per the 2019 draft, the
Data Protection Authority had been en-
trusted with a wide variety of functions rang-
ing from standard-setting to adjudication,
which would end up “overburdening” the
architecture.

“The functional and structural independ-
ence of India’s first dataregulator is a key as-
pect considering the crucial role it plays as
the mediator between all vested stakehold-
ers that is citizens, businesses and the gov-
ernment themselves,” Rizvi said.

‘Rs 1,000 to all women’ will cost Punjab

the Punjab State Power Corporation Limited
(PSPCL)was projected toreach Rs 10,621 crore,
up from Rs 9,394 crore in 2019-20.

With Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi
having announced a slash in power rates for
domestic consumers earlier this month by Rs
3 across three slabs with loads up to 7 KW,
there is going to be an additional burden of
more than Rs 3,300 crore on the exchequer.

Earlier this month, Channi also announced
VAT reduction of Rs 10 on petrol and Rs 5 on
diesel, which is likely to cost the exchequer
nearly Rs 3,300 crore per year, in addition to
theannual cost of Rs 850 crore due toreduction
of excise duty by the Centre.

Also, some of the “major new initiatives”
in“Punjabbudgetataglance 2021-22" include
free power to farmers ata cost of Rs 7,140 crore,
doubling the monthly social security pension
fromRs 750 per month toRs 1,500 per month
with effect from July 1 at a cost of Rs 4,000
crore, and the ‘Har Ghar Paani, Har Ghar Safai’
scheme with an outlay of Rs 2,148 crore.

Why Assamis radio- collarmg elephants, and the challenges ahead

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 23

LAST WEEK, a wild elephant was radio-col-
lared for the first time in Assam’s Sonitpur
district. A joint initiative of the state Forest
Department and World Wildlife Fund
(WWEF)-India, it is being described as a step
to study and mitigate human-elephant con-
flict. The department plans to collar at least
five elephants in high-conflict habitats in the
coming months. Experts say the exercise is
challenging, and runs the risk of low success.

What it means

Radio collars are GPS-enabled and canre-
lay information about an elephant’s where-
abouts. They weigh roughly 8 kg and are fit-
ted around the elephant’s neck. According to
aWWEF blog, collaring includes identifying a
suitable candidate (generally an adult ele-
phant), darting it with a sedative, and fitting
the collar around its neck before it is revived.

Additionally, the team also attaches anac-
celerometer to the collar to “understand what

exactlyanelephant isdoingatany given time
(running, walking, eating, drinking, etc)”.

Why it’s done

The objectives are twofold, said M K
Yadava, Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam.
“Information from the GPS would help us
track and study the movement patterns of
the herd, across regions and habitats,” he said.
Added Hiten Baishya of the WWEF: “We will
know where they are moving, which corri-
dors they frequent, if the habitat is sufficient,
ifit needs protection, etc.” This would helpin
understanding what is driving the conflict.

The second objective is incidental: The
collars would serve as an early warning sys-
tem to people if elephants are moving in their
direction. “And this would help mitigate con-
flictincidents,” said veterinarian and elephant
expert Kushal Konwar Sarma, whois involved
in the exercise.

The plan in Assam

In March 2020, the Ministry of
Environment of Forest & Climate Change gave
approval to collaring of five elephants in

Assam’s Sonitpur and Biswanath districts. It
setanumber of conditions, including “mini-
mum trauma” to the elephants and submis-
sion of periodic reports.

Yadava said the department aimed at col-
laring 11 elephantsin the future. "We have 11
elephant herds to be tracked in high human
elephant-conflictareas. These include areasin
Sonitpur, Golaghat, Nagaon , Goalpara,
Udalguri,among others,” he said.

Amother
elephantand
her calfin
Kaziranga.
Express Archive

The challenges

Collaring is an extremely time-consum-
ing and challenging exercise. “We first have
to identify the matriarch of the herd we will
tag... identification alone takes time and in-
volves us stalking them for days,” said the ele-
phant expert Sarma.

For tranquillisation, Baishya said, “we go
by foot. There is risk — for both our life and
the elephant’s life. But we have very skilled

experts on board and they are doing the job
with utmost care.”

Officials said not all components for radio
collaring are available in India, including col-
lars and tranquilising drugs. These have to be
imported and are expensive.

The state’s topography, marked by hills
and rivers, poses another challenge.

Also, elephants grow. “Collars may be-
come tight, so we usually take a senior ele-
phant so there is less chance of growth,”
Baishya said.

“Many times, elephants are not able to
keep the collar on. They will have it on for
maximum sixmonths, beforeit falls off,” said
Bibhuti Lahkar, a senior scientist with the con-
servation NGO Aaranyak. He added that there
may be technical glitches with the device too.

Lastyear, an elephant, which had strayed
into Guwahati from the Amchang Wildlife
Sanctuary in 2019, was radio-collared on a
trial basis. “We monitored it for amonth, but
due tothe weight of the belt and the elephant
brushing against trees, the signal was feeble
and ultimately the collar fell off,” said a
forest official.

New Delhi

So, is it worth it?

Yadava said while there were risks and the
success rate was low, there has been no bet-
ter mechanism than collaring to study con-
flict long-term.

Lahkar said that in Africa, such exercises
had worked well. “Of course, the terrainis dif-
ferent here and may prove to be more diffi-
cult, butitisworth doingit,” he said. If it works
well, and if even six out of ten elephants are
collared, it would yield “lots of information”.

Collaring has been tried in Chhattisgarh,
Orissa and Tamil Nadu too.

Conflict checklist

From 2010-19, 761 people and 249 ele-
phants were killed in Assam as a direct con-
sequence of human-elephant conflict, the
WWEF says in a blog. “More than 65% of the
habitat north of the river has been lost in the
past few decades to agriculture and settle-
ments, and conflict between humans and ele-
phants has been steadily increasing ever
since,” it said.

Yadava said there were about 6,000 wild
elephants in Assam currently.
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
TRANS. LINE MAINTT. DIVISION-1V, JAMMU.
CANCELLATION OF e-NIT

Subject: Cancellation of E-NIT No:TLMD-IV/17 of 2021-22 Dated:
07/10/2021for Rate contract for detailed survey and
preparation of DPR of Re-alignment of portion of
220KV Barn Kishenpur Transmission Line Highway
alongwith soil investigation on account of construction
of Express under the jurisdiction of TLMD-IV, JKPTCL,
Ambedkar Chowk, Jammu.

E-NIT No:TLMD-IV/17 of 2021-22 Dated: 07/10/2021for Rate con-
tract for detailed survey and preparation of DPR of Re-alignment of
portion of 220KV Barn Kishenpur Transmission Line Highway along-
with soil investigation on account of construction of Express under
the jurisdiction of TLMD-1V, JKPTCL, Ambedkar Chowk, Jammu.,
the said NIT is hereby cancelled due to technical reasons.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Trans. Line Maintt. Division-1V, Jammu

No: TLMD-IV/J/3355-57
DIPJ-4396
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PR.NO.257527 Drinking Water and Sanitation(21-22):D
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Government of Rajasthan
Office of Director, Archaeology &
Museums Department, Rajasthan Jaipur
(Phone 0141-2820360, Email- dirarchraj@gmail.com)
No.:- A&M /TS(M)/Albert Hall/Restaurant/ 2021/11524
Date:- 26.10.2021
Online E-Bid Notice for setup and running Indian Veg Multi-
Cuisine Restaurant (Central Museum), Campus, Jaipur
On behalf of Hon’ble Governor of Rajasthan online bids are invited for setup
and running Indian Veg Multi-Cuisine Restaurant at Albert Hall (Central

Museum), Jaipur from interested and eligible company/ Firms/ Individuals/
Joint ventures. Details of the bid are as under:-

Particular Last Date & Last Date & | Date & time
time for time for Online | for opening
download of Bid| Submission of | of Technical
Documents Bid Bid
For Setup and running Indian|  01.12.2021 01.12.2021 02.12.2021
Veg Multi- Cuisine Restaurant| Upto 5.00 PM Upto 5.00 PM | on 2.00 PM

at Albert Hall (Central Museum)
Cumpus, Jaipur

Bid UBN No. AMD2122SL0OB00023

Detailed bid document can be viewed or/and download from websites
http://museumsrajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in &

2. qgaTSe ¥ fAfder yewrer @ fafdr— 03.12.2021
3. S-Tafaer wita & sifer fafr vd w7 — 14.12.2021 3URTE 5.00 I |
4. (@) T ST Hraferd, UTIvT S favmT, Ifi=oT e, waes), =N sterar (W) Rt iz @, =
orar () frel =T B, aeaTe 3§ 9 fhdl ) draier # [fasT gew, srrem @1 i, wve v & qa ufa
Td TS 5 TR qeheiia! AT SIATTS b1 G TR ST ey b faafor = 15.12.2021 Jafg" 10.00
oI < AURTE 3.30 I91 IS |
5. Ffaer @rer @ fafr vd a9 — 16.12.2021 TATET 11.30 991 |
6. FfaaT MR SR Tl U_ISRNY &1 79 Td uar— g ifar, arier S favm, 102, fgda de,
AfRIET o, Haes) A, I, FREve, fF— 834001
7. 3—fAST UPISS BT GIATT Ho— 06512207818
8. FIfeT Yoo sIRWTS W57 # sraRerd R e 96 /30 Iagd d6 g1 ARQreR & 9 / srdree |
B o d ST @& ©9 § BrRIuTH® IRRIAT, TTNT S 9T, B yHve, a=dre & Uel # Ud e §
W BT ST STeTaT & ST |
fqa SaRY & forg 9eemge jharkhandtenders.gov.in 3 < ST Aam 2 |

ArSe URTEBRY
e e

PR.NO.257579 Rural Work Department(21-22):D
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2. 502122 T (ci 3500 Rro¥i0) [ o % w0 T an unidentified deadbody of male

Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Limited
(CIN: U40108JH2013SGC001704)

Regd. Office: 2" Floor, JUSNL (SLDC) Building Kusai Colony, Doranda,
Ranchl - 834002, Fax No.:0651-2400123 (E- mall cetJusnI@gmall com)

e-TENDER NOTICE
NIT No. — 212/PR/ JUSNL/ 2021-22
E-tender in two parts i.e. Technical (Part-I) and Financial (Part — II) is invited from reputed,
capable, experienced and financially sound firm for the following works : -

Design, Engineering, Supply, Erection & Commissioning of
04 nos. of DD+6, DD+9, DD+3 & DD+0 type new towers
and dismantling of 01 no. old route tower for route diversion
of 132 kV HEC D/C to vacate the ATI land campus area on
turnkey basis.

Rs. 82,50,378.00 (including GST)

Rs. 1,65,010.00 in the form of DD/BG in favour of JUSNL,
payable at Ranchi (in case of BG nationalized/ scheduled
bank only)/ On line mode
02 (Two) Months
Rs. 10,000.00 + 18% GST in the form of DD in favour of
JUSNL, payable at Ranchi/ On line mode.

01.12.2021 at 11:00 AM

Name of work

Estimated cost (Rs.)

Earnest Money Deposit

Completion Period

e-Tender fee

Start Date & Time of Download the Tender

namely Rashid Age : About 40 years,
Height: 5’6", Complexion: Shallow,
Face: Long, Build: Thin, wearing
=84 white colour shirt, blue colour sweater
e with white star, khaki colour pant and
black colour shoes in feet, has been
found dead on 17.11.2021 infront of
H.No. 332, Bazaar Matia Mahal, Jama Masijid, Delhi. In this
regard a DD No. 50-A dated 17.11.2021 has been lodged
at P.S. Jama Masijid, Delhi. The dead body has been
preserved for identification for 72 hours in the mortuary of
MAMC Hospital, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone nos.

SHO : P.S. Jama Masjid, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23261625, 23269777

DP/1097/CD/21

EARCH FOR MISSING MALE

Documents

Start Date and time of upload of BID

01.12.2021 at 11:00 AM

End date and time of upload of BID

22.12.2021 upto 04:00 PM

Last date of submission of hard copy of bid, tender
cost and EMD in the office of G.M., C&M (NWBP)
BID Opening date for technical part
BID Opening date for price part

Upto 22.12.2021 at 05:30 PM

24.12.2021 at 04:00 PM
Will be communicated
General Manager, C&M (NWBP), 2" Floor, JUSNL (SLDC)
Building, Kusai Colony, Doranda, Ranchi — 834002
1. e-Tender document and BOQ including terms & conditions, tender specification can be downloaded
from website https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in. Any details required in this regard can also be had from
the office of the undersigned (9431747672) during office hours.
. The bids will be received through electronic tendering mode only.
. No claim shall be entertained on account of disruption of internet services being used by bidders. Bidders
are advised to upload their bids well in advance to avoid last minute technical snag.
wafed vd rEfRd § SHoit gard | HuAT FUH J
Rt @1 St B Fo 1800 345 6570 TR ISl R
PR 257544 Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd(21-22)#D

Procurement Officer and address for communication

L N

Sd/-
General Manager, C&M (NWBP)

General Public is hereby informed that
one male (depicted in the photo)
namely Sonu S/o Sh. Ashok Singh R/o
C 61/A, lind Floor, Mandawali Unche
Par, Delhi Aged-31 Years has been
reported missing since 08.11.2021 at 6
PM from his residence vide DD No.46A
Dated 09.11.2021 registered at Police
Station Madhu Vihar, Delhi. His
physical description is as under:-
Complexion: Fair, Height: 5'5", Face:
Long, Built: Thin, ID: Mentally weak, Hair: Black, white
behind right ear, Clothing: Black coloured lower, Blue
coloured full sleeve shirtand Army coloured slipper in feet.
Any person having any information/Clue about this
missing male, may inform SHO, Madhu Vihar, Delhi at
E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in

Tele No. : 011-24368638 or 24368641 Sd/-
FAX No. : 011-24368639 SHO, Madhu Vihar, Delhi
DP/786/ED/2021 Tel.: 011-22732427, 22732429

Sonu

& DELHI JAL BOARD : DELHI SARKAR YR
" OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M)-41 e
JAL SADAN : LAJPAT NAGAR : NEW DELHI-110024 T
STOP CORONA: “Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”
NIT No. 29/M-41/2021-22
Press Tender

S. Name of work Reserve
No. price

Last date and time for
download & RTGS through e
procurement solution
10.12.2021 upto
2.00 PM

Date of release of
tender ine
procurement slution
2021_DJB_211249_
18.11.2021

1 |Replacement of sewer line around Govt. Offices and|1,25,58,860/-
adjoining area at Nehru Place District Centre under
EE(S) Il (AC-51 Kalkaji)

NIT No.30/M-41/2021-22
Press Tender
S. Name of work Reserve price| Date of release of
No. tender ine
procurement slution
2021_DJB_211348 _1
22.11.2021

Last date and time for
download & RTGS through e
procurement solution

15.12.2021 upto
2.00 PM

1 |Replacement of main sewer line from Red Light X-ing, |1,89,05,571/-
Nehru Place to MTNL office at Outer Ring Road, Nehru
Place under EE(S) Il (AC-51 Kalkalji)

Further details in this regard can be seen at govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O (WATER) Sd/-
Advt. No. J.S.V. 632 (2021-22) EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M)-41

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF, WATER RESOURCES ODISHA,
BHUBANESWAR
‘e’ Procurement Notice No. CEMKS 09 OF 2021-22

Bank protection work on Dhamara Bansada saline embankment on Montei Left near village
Jharkata.

Rs. 13,31,65,912.00

Rs. 10,000.00 (online)

Bid Security Declaration to be furnished as per Annexure Il of Section-6 of Technical Bid
Document.

Special Class & Super Class
18 calender months (548 Days)

LR
o=
Y- oIy

A-648

1. Name of the work

2. Amount put to Tender
3. Bid Document Cost
4. E.M.D.

5. Class of Contractor
6. Period of Completion
7. Other details are as follows.

Procurement Officer | Bid Identification No. | Availability of Tender On-line for bidding Date of Opening of

Erom To Technical Bid (Cover-l)
Chief Engineer & BM, CEMKS BID 02 OF 29.11.2021 14.12.2021 15.12.2021
Mahanadi Kathajodi 2021-22 10.00 hrs 17.00 hrs 11.00 hrs
System, Bhubaneswar

8. e-mail Id celmbbbsr@yahoo.co.in
Further detail conditions can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Chief Engineer & Basin Manager
Mahanadi Kathajodi System
Bhubaneswar
OIPR-32252/11/0009/2122

i, DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M)-62
E-BLOCK : PREET VIHAR : DELHI-110092
“STOP CORANA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”
PRESS NIT No. 22/(2021-22)

S. Name of Work Amount Put to Tender Earnest | Tender ID No. & Date of | Last Date/ Time of
No. Tender Processing | Money | Release of tender in E- | receipt of tender E-
Fee P it P
Solution Solution

1. |Improvement of Old/damaged sewer line in| 46,11,653.00 500.00 EMD 2021_DJB_211306_1 06-Dec-21
Ghondli and adjoining area in ward no 23E AC-60 Exempted | 20-Nov-2021 05:00 PM 02:00 PM
in East-l.

2. |Replacement of old/damaged 200 mm dia W/L| 38,86,422.00 500.00 EMD 2021_DJB_211306_2 06-Dec-21
Khureji Khas upto Anil Sanitary near Jagat Puri Exempted | 20-Nov-2021 05:00 PM 02:00 PM
drain Parwana Road in AC-60 in East-Il.

3. |Improvement of sewerage system by connecting| 38,00,823.00 500.00 EMD 2021_DJB_211306_3 06-Dec-21
sewer line from Chander Nagar Link Road to ZRO Exempted | 20-Nov-2021 05:00 PM 02:00 PM
Shivpuri Office in ward no 23E AC-60 in East-Il

4. |Replacement of old/damaged 100 mm dia water| 35,35,024.00 500.00 EMD 2021_DJB_211306_4 06-Dec-21
line to remove contamination issue towards Flat Exempted | 20-Nov-2021 05:00 PM 02:00 PM
no- 109 to 224 in Satyam Enclave, Jhilmil under
ward no-30E Jhilmil AC-62 in East-Il.

6. |Improvement of sewerage system by rectification Iltem Rate 500.00 EMD 2021_DJB_211306_6 06-Dec-21
of damaged/ settled sewer line in Golden Park, Exempted | 20-Nov-2021 05:00 PM 02:00 PM
Sliver Park by static pipe bursting method in AC- 88,500.00
60 in East-I.

7. |Improvement of sewerage system by rectification Item Rate 500.00 EMD 2021_DJB_211306_7 06-Dec-21
of damaged settled sewer line from H.No. 09 to H. Exempted | 20-Nov-2021 05:00 PM 02:00 PM
No. 210, Gopal Park by static pipe bursting 54,000.00
method in AC-60 in East-Il.

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Sd/-

ISSUED BY PRO (WATER) VIJAY SAGAR

Advt. No. J.S.V. 631 (2021-22) EX. ENGINEER (M)-62

anefiur SBrf fAeieT s s1feriar @1 srafaa

102, fRRT deot, SIBIRISIUT atdst, pasd As, AN

g—fafasT amizvr gam
g—fAfaeT \w&m- 67/2021-22/RWD/GIRIDIH e :- 23.11.2021
TR Afder, TT Bt AT, SR, = gRT R faeRT @ oTg9R e-procurement TERT A

: 5, JAL SHAKTI, PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING, DEPARTMENT

NOTICE INVITING TENDER L

e-NIT No. 67 OF 2021-22 Dated: 17.11.2021

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Chief Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Kashmir/Jammu invites e-
tenders from reputed and resourceful Contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of all classes registered in JKPWD/
CPWD/ Railways or any other state Government for “Empanelment of eligible contractors at Provincial level and fixing of
item rates for Kupwara District (Region Kupwara) for execution of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) works”, details of which are
given below. The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of Pre-Qualification
Bidding, tender fee, earnest money, General Terms and Conditions and Technical Specifications. Cover ‘2nd’ shall consist
of Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.

Sr. Particulars of the work Estimated Cost of Earnest Bid Time of
No.| Cost Document/Tender | Money | Validity | Completion of
(Lacs) Fee (inrs.) (Lacs) Work (Days)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. | Empanelment of eligible contractors at Provincial Work/Scheme 1000/~ 180
level and fixing of item rates for Kupwara District | wise details given Days
(Region kupwara) execution of Jal Jeevan Mission in Section-Il of
(JJM) works. These works are broadly consisting of: tender document
a. Construction of water supply schemes by way of
filtration plants, pump houses, service reservoir,
Overhead tanks, laying of distribution mains.
Group-V Above 3 Crores upto 1.00 180
10 crores & above

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. PC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that Sarfaraz,
Slo Nasirul Haq, R/o: Village+Post: Chandanpara, P.S. Dhaka,
Chainpur Kundwa, Distt. East Chamapran, Bihar has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) a punishable offence, for
which FIR No. 535/2021, U/s 376 IPC & 6 POCSO Act, has been
registered at P.S. Lahori Gate, New Delhi and it has been returned
to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
Sarfaraz cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused person Sarfaraz absconded (or

is concealing himselfto avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sarfaraz of
case FIR No. 535/2021, U/s 376 IPC & 6 POCSO Act, at P.S.
Lahori Gate is required to appear before the court to answer the
said complainton or before 10.01.2022. By Order
Shri Sushant Changotra,
Additional Sesions Judge
Tis Hazari Court, New Delhi

DP/1690/N/2021

Position of funds: Approved Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)

The tender inviting authority is Chief Engineer, Kashmir Jal Shakti (PHE) Department. The awarding authority is District

Jal Jeevan Mission (DJJM).

Note: In view of the fact, that this NIT for item rate contract has been framed for the first time in the Department, a
helpdesk shall be established at the Direction office level as well as district level for encouraging and facil-
itating the intending bidders for participation in the instant NIT to ensure wide participation across all the
Districts.

KEY/CRITICAL DATES:
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HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

1. The Executive Engineer, Nerchowk Division, H.P.PWD., Nerchowk H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P
invites 2nd call for the online bids on item rate in electronic tendering system in 2 cover system for the
following work from the eligible and approved Contractors/Firms registered with H.P.PWD., Department.

Sr. | Name of Work Estimated EMD Cost Eligible class Time
No Cost of Tender | of Contractor Limit
1. | Construction of Divisional Office |Rs.1,49,03,710/-| Rs.2,98,100 | Rs.5000 “C& above” One Year

building Nerchowk Tehsil Balh
Distt. ~ Mandi  (HP).  (SH:-
Construction of Building Including
WS & SI, Septic Tank, Soak Pit
and Rain Harvesting Tank).

2. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and bid
should be submitted online on website http://hptenders.gov.inbidder would be required to register in the web-
site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate
(DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). “Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user
ID and password for participating in e-tendering in HPPWD may obtain the same from the website:
http://hptenders.gov.in Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already pos-
sessing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.

3. Key dates:-

04-12-2021 at 11:30 A.M.
04-12-2021 at 11:30 A.M. up to 10-12-2021 at 10:30A.M.
Bid submission start and end date 04-12-2021 at 11:30 A.M. up to 10-12-2021 at 10:30A.M.

Date of online publication
Document download start and end date

1. Bid documents can be assessed at and downloaded from the websites http:/jktenders.gov.in

2. The pre-bid meeting will be held in the office chamber of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir, PHE Department, through vir-
tual/ online mode.

3. The Bids shall be deposited on the websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in

4. The complete bidding process will be online http://jktenders.gov.in.

5. The Financial bids of the bidders shall be opened online in the office of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir, Jal Shakti (PHE) Department.

6. Bids must be accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 6 & 7 of the table and
shall be payable at Srinagar.

a. Bid Security to be pledged in favour of FA/CAQO, Kashmir, Jal Shakti PHE Department. Bid Security will have to be
in form of CDR/ FDR/BG of any scheduled Bank and shall have to be valid for at least one year after last date of
submission of Bid. The Bid of bidders having bid security less than as specified above will be rejected.

b. The cost of downloaded tender documents should be in form of DD /TR/e challan in favour of FA/CAO, Kashmir, Jal
Shakti (PHE) Department.

7. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of DD/TR/e-challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/ BG
and other relevant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial cover.

8. The bid shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 180 days from the date of opening of price bids. If any
bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions
of the bid, the said earnest money shall stand forfeited and the bid shall be declared non-responsive.

9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website http://jktenders.gov.in.

10. Queries by email if any should be made at kmrphed @ gmail.com/xenphekupwara11@gmail.com

1 PUBLISH DATE 18-11-2021
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Vil DOCUMENT DOWNLOAD/SALE END DATE 14-12-2021 2. UTdebferd XT3 (/U 15,69,80,200.00 (T=E HRIS I8
il BID SL ON END DATE 14-12-2021 ) g 3 WX &1 1) w9 A1 |
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T UHUSH, BRI

qd gar
8. | UiRRHT ueIfery
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06542—265569

9. |I—UwIHe A @I

0651—2401010

e CIERIRSE

e — grasfed T Te 9¢ Adhdl @ |

LR ST bt B |

<1 & fore qewrge http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Date of technical bid opening 10-12-2021 at 11:30 A.M.

Physical submission of original documents i/c original | 10-12-2021 at 11:00 A.M.
EMD & Cost of Tender documents etc.

a| BN =

4. Tender Details:-

The tender documents shall be uploaded on line in 2 cover.

i) Cover 1: shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents Eligibility” information.

i) Cover 2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial bid” where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

5. Submission of Original Documents: The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft
towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security/Earnest money Deposit (EMD) and other
Technical Documents with this office as specified in key dates at Sr.No.5.failing which the bids will be
declared nonresponsive.

6. Bid opening Detail: The bid shall be opened on 10-12-2021 at 11:30 HRs in the office of Executive
Engineer, Nerchowk Division HP.PWD., Nerchowk. If the office happens to be closed on the date of
opening of the bid as specified the bid will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

7. The bid for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 90 days after the dead-
line date for bid submission.

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It
is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

Executive Engineer,

No: 27452-63 Chief Engineer, ﬂ Prfor ﬁfHT‘T HP.PWD Division,
Date: 17.11.2021 DIPK-13291 Kashmir, Jal Shakti, PHE Department. PR 257552 (Road) 21-22 (D) wer yived, ated | 5123/HP HIM SUCHNA AWAM JAN SAMPARK Nerchowk.
mEE . mEE . mEE . New Delhi S —




WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

19

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY,NOVEMBER 24,2021

EcoNOMY

¥R W

GOLD

RUPEE

SILVER

%) 346,896

) 374.42

{9} $79.16

&) 362,720

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market, gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Crude oil (Indian basket) as of November 22

SENSEX: 58,664.33 A 19844 (0.34%) NIFTY:17,503.35 A 86.80 (0.50%) NIKKEI:29,774.11 A 28.24 HANG SENG: 24,651.58 ¥ 299.76 FTSE:7259.06 A 3.60 DAX:15993.03 ¥ 122.66

NITI RANKINGS

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (GOALS

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

SHIMLA, COIMBATORE, Chan-
digarh and Thiruvanan-
thapuram are among the top
10 performing urban areas in
the NITI Aayog’s first
Sustainable Development
Goals(SDG)UrbanIndiaIndex,
while Dhanbad, Meerut,
Faridabad and Patna are
among the bottom 10 per-
formers, according to the find-
ingsofareportreleased by the
NITI Aayog on Tuesday.
Ranking 56 urban areason
77 SDG indicators across 46
targets, the index is focussed
on driving SDG localisation in
urbanareas.Of 56 urbanareas
ranked in the index, 44 are
with population of above 1
million, 12 are state capitals
with a population of less than
a million. No poverty, zero
hunger, good health, quality
education, gender equality,
clean water and sanitation,
good jobs and economic
growth areamong the goalson
which urban areas have been
ranked. “The index and dash-
board will further strengthen
SDG localisation and institute
robust SDG monitoring at the
city level. It highlights the
strengths and gaps of ULB (ur-
ban local body) level data,
monitoring, and reporting sys-
tems...,” as per the statement.
“Cities are fast becoming
engines of growth. The SDG
Urban Index and dashboard, a
product of innovative partner-
ship between the NITI Aayog
and GIZ, will go a long way in
instituting a robust SDG mon-
itoring systeminour cities,and
is a milestone step in our SDG
localisation journey,” NITI
Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv

SDG urban index:
Shimla, Coimbatore
Chandigarh on top

THEGOALS

HNo poverty, zero
hunger, good health,
quality education,
gender equality, clean
water and sanitation,
good jobsand
economicgrowth are
amongthe goalson
which urban areas
have beenranked

Kumar said.

Top 10 urban areas in SDG
Urban Index and Dashboard
2021-22  are  Shimla,
Coimbatore, Chandigarh,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi,
Panaji, Pune, Tiruchirappalli,
Ahmedabad and Nagpur. The
bottom 10 urban areas in SDG
Urban Index and Dashboard
2021-22 are Dhanbad, Meerut,
Itanagar, Guwahati, Patna,
Jodhpur, Kohima, Agra, Kolkata
and Faridabad.

NITI Aayog has developed
the SDG Urban index and a
dashboard 2021-22,in collab-
oration with GIZand BMZ un-
der the Indo-German
Development Cooperation.

While for some indicators,
‘urban area’ implies urban lo-
cal bodies, in other cases, it
refers toallurban areas within
adistrict collectively. The data
on these indicators have been
sourced from official data
sources of government depart-
ments and ministries.

For each SDG, the urban
areas are ranked on a scale of
0-100. A score of 100 implies
that the urban area has
achieved the targets set for
2030; ascore of 0implies that
it is the farthest from achiev-
ing the targets among the se-
lected urban areas.

CONCERNS OVER INFLATIONARY IMPACT OF ANY MAJOR HIKE

GST GoM meetonNov27:Rate
tweak plan worries some states

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

THE GROUP of Ministers (GoM)
constituted to review the current
rate slab structure under the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
regime will meet on November27
to discuss various proposals for
rate rationalisation and measures
toshoreuprevenues. Whilean of-
ficer-level fitment committee is
learnt to have recommended rais-
ingof tax rates from 5 percentto7
per cent and 18 per cent to 20 per
cent, some state finance ministers
have flagged potential concerns
over theimpact of suchmajorrate
changes and indications are that
allofthe recommendations made
the officer-level panel are unlikely
to be accepted by the GoM.

This also comes in the back-
drop of states citing concerns
about the inflationary impact of
any such major rate hikes, espe-
cially in the aftermath of the pan-
demic. “There will be discussions
onNovember 27, whichwillbethe
third meeting of the GoM. Some
proposals aboutinverted duty and
other measures have already been
discussed. One has to be careful
aboutany such major rate change,

New Delhi: The Centre has re-
leased two instalments of tax
devolution to the states
amounting to Rs 95,082 crore
in November, the Finance
Ministry said on Tuesday.
After a meeting with all
chief ministers and state fi-

Centre releases Y95K cr to states

nance ministers recently,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had said the
Centre will double the amount
of November tax devolution
by including one advance in-
stalment to help states push
their capital expenditure. PTI

especially the 5 per cent slab
which has many common-use
items. Price rise will be an issue if
rates are changed without proper
studies. So,many things have tobe
looked into before taking a final
view, whichis anyway going to be
taken up by the GST Council,” a
state finance minister told The
Indian Express.

The next GST Council meeting,
going to be held in December,
wherein the GoM will present its
report on rate rationalisation.

“The GoM consists of seven
states. The priority is correction of
inverted duty structure. It has al-
ready been done for textiles and
footwear. Many other items have
tobe considered forwhich we will
have to see sense of the GST
Council in total,” another state

government official said.

After the previous GST Council
meeting in September, two min-
isterial panels were constituted for
spelling outablueprint for GST re-
forms. The panels’ brief incorpo-
rates an overarching mandate: an
evaluation of “special rates”
within the tax structure, rational-
isation measures that include “a
merger of tax rate slabs for simpli-
fying the rate structure”, alongside
areview of instances of inverted
duty structure and an identifica-
tion of potential sources of evasion
to shore up revenues.

The Finance Ministry has con-
stituted a seven-member Group
of Ministers (GoM) under
Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj
SBommai for “rate rationalisation”
and another eight-member GoM

‘Investment opportunity of
Z45L cr in affordable housing’

The affordable housing segment offers investment
opportunities of around I45 lakh crore, according to a

report by Knight Frank India

(1.3 billion)
290/0 of global
urban population is
living in substandard
housing, translating
into a need gap of 325
million urban houses

of urban population
350/0 inIndiais livingin
substandard housing, which

translates to aneed gap of 35
million houses

3.5 crore quality homes need to
be developed in urban cities for
those in substandard housing

>57% (4.5 billion) of world’s
population (7.9 billion) is living
inurbanareas as of 2021,
Knight Frank said citing United
Nations data

Source: Knight Frank India/PTI

FIRST GOVERNMENT-APPROVED ELV SCRAPPING & RECYCLING UNIT LAUNCHED BY MARUTI SUZUKITOYOTSU INDIA

Looking at more scrappage concessmns Gadkari

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

THE GOVERNMENT is consider-
ing providing more tax-related
concessions for vehicles that are
purchased after scrapping old ve-
hicles under the National
Automobile Scrappage Policy,
Union Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Tuesday.

He noted that the scrappage
policy would reduce pollution,
boost automobile sales and con-
tribute to employment genera-
tion. Gadkari was speaking at the

—— BRIEFLY —
JPMorgan

London: The Financial Stabil-
ity Board's latest table of wo-
rld’s 30 most systemic banks
named JPMorgan Chase as
the mostimportant bank to
health of wider financial sys-
tem. REUTERS

TNinvestors

New Delhi: Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin chaired
Investors Conclave in Co-
imbatore, Friday. He also la-
unched ‘Tamil Nadu Fintech
Policy 2021’ &asingle wind-
ow app for investors. ENS

TN projectMoUs

New Delhi: Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment signed 59 MoUs
for projects worth Rs 35,208
crore in various sectors, aim-
ing to create over 76,000 job
opportunities. PTI

Lirafalls 15%

Istanbul: Turkey’s lira fell 15%
on Tuesday after President
Recip Erdogan defended
sharp rate cuts. REUTERS

MALA award

New Delhi: Gujarat Maritime
Board won the Port
Facilitator of the Year award
at Maritime and Logistics
Award (MALA)2021. ENS

launch of Maruti Suzuki Toyotsu
India’s (MSTI) first government
approved ELV (end-of-life-vehi-
cle) scrapping and recycling unit
in Noida, Uttar Pradesh. MSTlis a
joint venture between Maruti
Suzuki and Toyota Tsusho Group.
When asked if the govern-
ment was considering offering
more incentives to consumers for
scrapping their old vehicles,
Gadkari said, “We are about to sit
with the Finance Ministry to facil-
itate scrapping, to look at whether
we can give more concessions.”
Headded thatarisein GST col-
lections due to higher automobile

Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari at the Maruti Suzuki Toyotsu
India vehicle scrapping and recycling unit, Noida. Gajendra Yadav

sales would lead to both the
Centre and states benefiting from

Latent View lists
at 169% premium

Mumbai: Latent View Analytics on
Tuesday started off its first day of
trade with a 169 per cent pre-
mium at Rs 530 per share.

The stock later eased margin-
allyand closed atRs488.60 on the
BSE, with a gain of 148 per cent
against the issue price of Rs 197
per share. The company’s market
capitalisation was Rs 9,665 crore

at the closing level.

Meanwhile, One97 Commu-
nications (Paytm parent) rose 9.9
per cent to Rs 1,494.95 on the BSE
afterfallingin the last two sessions.
Meanwhile, NoBroker.comraised
$210 million from investors, in-
cluding General Atlantic and Tiger
Global, co-founder Akhil Gupta
told PTIin an interview. ENS

an increase in GST mopup of Rs
30-40,000 crore. Gadkari said the

scrappage policy would con-
tribute to solving the issue of air
pollution as old vehicles pollute
much more than newer vehicles.

The Transport Ministry an-
nounced the scrappage policy in
March, aiming to incentivising
scrapping vehicles older than 15
years to reduce pollution and en-
courage purchase of new vehicles.

Gadkari said that besides low-
ering pollution, scrapping of older
vehicles would also help lower
raw materials cost for automobile
manufacturers through the recy-
cling of materials from vehicles
being scrapped.

under Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar for “GST sys-
temreforms”.

Queries sent by The Indian
Express to the Finance Ministry on
the proposed rate changes did not
elicitaresponse.

Though GST revenue collec-
tions have been high in recent
months, even recording the sec-
ond-highest level in October since
its July 2017 rollout, concerns of
revenue buoyancy under GST
were raised in the previous
Council meeting, following which
the GoMs were assigned to re-
assess the current tax slabs in-
cluding a possible merger of
some tax slabs. Rate changes are
also being considered as the com-
pensation to states for revenue
losses under GST will come to an
endinJune 2022.

The GST has five key tax slabs:
zero, 5 per cent, 12 per cent, 18 per
cent and 28 per cent. A compen-
sationcess, ranging between 1 per
cent to 290 per cent, is levied on
demerit and luxury goods over
and above the topmost rate of 28
per cent. While most food items
attract zero GST, many edible and
processed food items such as cane
sugar, tea, spices are under the 5
per cent slab.

Filing of origin
e-certificate
by exporters:
Last date Jan 31

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

THE DIRECTORATE General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) has ex-
tended the timeline for manda-
tory electronic filing of non-pref-
erential Certificate of Origin (CoO)
through the DGFT's common dig-
ital platform till January 31,2022.

Exporters will be allowed to
submit non-preferential CoO ap-
plications manually during the
transition period. The DGFT had
earlier extended the deadline for
transition to mandatory e-filing
for non-preferential CoOs thrice
fromaninitial deadline in April af-
ter requests by export bodies.

“... the transition period for
mandatory filing of applications
for Non-Preferential Certificate of
Origin through the e-CoO Platfo-
rm has been extended till 31st
January2022,” said a trade notice
issued by the DGFT.

The e-CoO (electronic-
Certificate of Origin) platform was
set up with the objective of pro-
viding an electronic, contact-less
single window for CoO related
processes in 2019.

Money taken away from banks
will all be brought back: FM

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, NOVEMBER 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday asked
banks to continue actively pursu-
ing people who have turned their
loan accounts into non-perform-
ing assets (NPAs).

Global oil jumps 2% as US, India,
others tap emergency reserves

REUTERS
LONDON,NOVEMBER 23

OIL PRICES rose to a one-week
high on Tuesday after a move by
the United States, India and other
consumer nations to release tens
of millions of barrels of oil fromre-
servestotrytocool the market fell
short of some expectations.

Brent futuresrose $2.65,0r3.3
per cent, to $82.35 a barrel by
12:52 p.m.EST (1752 GMT),while
U.S. West Texas Intermediate
(WTI)cruderose $1.91m,or2.5 per
cent, t0 $78.66.

The US said on Tuesday it
would release millions of barrels
of oil from strategic reservesin co-
ordination with China, India,
South Korea, Japan and Britain, to
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Petroleum reserve in
Texas, US. Reuters file

CRuDg gy,

Russia sticks to
OPEC+ pledges

Moscow: The Kremlin said
Russia remained committed
to fulfilling its OPEC+ obliga-
tions and that President
Vladimir Putin had no plans
to contact OPEC+ partners
despite talk of key consumer
countries releasing their
strategicreserves. REUTERS

try to cool prices.

OPEC and allies have so far re-
buffed repeated requests from
Washington to pump more oil.
UAE Energy Minister Suhail Al-
Mazrouei said he saw “nologic”in
increasing its own contributions

to global markets at the moment.

Wall Street stocks fell and the
dollar slipped from a 16-month
high on Tuesday. The Dow fell 0.15
per cent to 35,566.97 and the S&P
500 lost 0.37 per cent to 4,665.58
asof 10:44am EST.

AddressinganeventatJammu
University’s Genersal Zorawar
Singh Stadium here, she assured
all budgetary support needed for
development in Jammu and
Kashmir,adding, “Any wrong do-
ing which has happened in the
bank, any loans which have been
takenand notrepaid till now,]1am
sure our system will work in such

a way that the wrong doers and
the money which has been taken
away will all be brought back.”
“Not only they (NPAs) are
coming down so that banks need
not to do provisioning for bad ac-

International market data till 1900 IST

Goyal—Tzui meet:
US to ‘consider’ GSP
benefits restoration

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

INDIA AND the United States have
committed to mutually improv-
ingmarket access for certain agri-
cultural products, and the latter
has agreed to look at restoring
India’s GSP (Generalized System
of Preferences) status, according
ajoint statementissues by the two
countries on Tuesday.
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal and US Trade Representa-
tive (USTR) Katherine Tai co-
chaired a meeting of the Trade
Policy Forum (TPF) to discuss key
issues in trade between the two
nations, marking the first TPF be-
tween the two since 2017. “The
ministers welcomed the agree-
ment to finalise work on market
access facilitation for mangoes
and pomegranates, pomegranate
arils from India, and cherries and
alfalfa hay for animal feed from
the US,” the joint statement said.
A government official said
both nations are set to draw up
timelines to resolve 35-40 trade
related issues in 3-12 months.
India’s mango exports to the
US came toa haltdue to the Covid-
19 pandemic as sanitary check re-
quirements, including the arrival
of aUS phytosanitary inspector to
monitor sanitization processes,
could not be completed. India is
also set to facilitate the sale of US
cherriesand alfalfa hay foranimal
feed through a phytosanitary cer-

Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal and USTR Katherine Tai
atthe 12th Trade Policy Forum
meeting, via Twitter @PiyushGoyal

tification process. The US has also
agreed towork to complete India’s
request for table grapes exports
while New Delhi agreed to work
to facilitate the imports of
American pork and pork products.
“On GSP, they have agreed to
look at restoring GSP,” said the of-
ficial, noting that such a proposal
would have tobe approved by the
Congress. India exported $6.3 bil-
lion of goods to the US under the
GSP program in 2018. The joint
statement said that India’s request
for restoration of GSP status “could
be considered, as warranted inre-
lation to the eligibility criteria de-
termined by the US Congress.”
Goyalrecently indicted India’s
interest in starting negotiations for
afree trade agreement (FTA) with
the US and called for the two to
“engage inamuch bigger way”.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

After Airtel, Vi hikes
prepaid tariffs: How
will it help revenues

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

A DAY after Bharti Airtel an-
nounced it would hike the tariff of
its prepaid plans by up to 25 per
cent, Vi also announced a similar
move, with an aim to boost its av-
erage revenue per user. While
Bharti Airtel's plans will be effec-
tive from November 26, Vi's plan
would be effective from
November 25.

Why have the two
companies decided
to hike tariffs for
prepaid consumers?

With the entry of
Reliance Jio Infocomm, telecom
service providers have been in an
intense competition to offer the
lowest ratesin order toensure that
they retain customers. They have
since been undercutting each
other by first slashing the calling
rates,and then data usage rates as
well. Among the telcos, Bharti
Airtel has been the most vocal
about the need to take average rev-
enue per user (ARPU) level back to
Rs 300, as against the Rs 100-150
mark that it is oscillating in cur-
rently.Inastatement, the telco said
thatthe tariff hike would allow it to
mark the start of returning to Rs
200 ARPU. Vi too said the hike
wouldallowitto “start the process
of ARPU improvement...”

XPLAINED

E

Vi's plan will be effective
from Nov 25 and Airtel’s
plansis going tobe
effective from Nov 26

Why s Viand Bharti Airtel
raising prepaid tariff
important for the industry?

Of the three private telecom
players, two, namely Vi
and Bharti Airtel are bur-
dened with a Supreme
Court judgment, which
asks them to pay more
thanRs 58,250 crore and

@ Rs43,890 crore as ad-
justed gross revenue
(AGR) dues, respectively. Though
both the companies have opted
for the four year moratorium on
spectrumand AGR dues, they will
have to come up with the funds
for the payment once the mora-
torium ends.

Who will the tariff hikes
impactthe most?

Since Airtel has decided to hike
by up to 25 per cent the tariffs in
entry level segments, analysts said
there could be a consolidation in
this segment of users of the com-
pany. Vi has also announced the
changes in entry-level segments,
hiking the minimum plantoRs 99
fromRs 79right now. Full report

on www.indianexpress.com

counts, but those who took the
loans and let (it) become NPA ...,
we have actively pursued them,”
Sitharaman said.

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
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KERALA WATER AUTHORITY
e-Tender Notice

Tender No

: 41/2021-22/KWA/PHC/D1/TVM. KIIFB-Replacement of
pipe lines in Varkala Maithanam-Punnamoodu-Kannamba- Nadayara -
Ayiroor-Villikkadavu-Palayamkunnu-Asanmukku in connection with
road widening. EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/-. Tender fee : Rs. 10,000/-. Last Date
for submitting Tender : 20-12-2021 03:00:pm. Phone : 0471-2322303.
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in.

KWA-JB-GL-6-563-2021-22

Superintending Engineer
PH Circle, Thiruvananthapuram

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY
e-Tender Notice

Tender No: T No.42/2021-22/SE/Q. Providing FHTCs, Extension of pipe line,
construction of tube well, supply and erection of pump sets with allied works, supply and
installation of bulk water meters with meter chambers etc in Panmana Grama
Panchayath. EMD : Rs. 200000. Tender fee : Rs. 10000+1800 (18% GST- It will be
paid by the contractor on reverse charge basis while filing his returns). Last Date
20-12-2021 02:00:pm. Phone
www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in.

for submitting Tender :

KWA-JB-GL-6-567-2021-22

. 04742745293. Website :

Superintending Engineer
PH Circle, Kollam
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PERSONAL

Itis for general information
that, | DEEPIKA ARYA D/o SHIV
DAYAL ARYA, W/0 PRASHANT
KUMAR R/0 M-84/A, SECOND
FLOOR, MALVIYA NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110017,declare that
name of mine has been
wrongly written as ARYA
DEEPIKA SHIVDAYAL and
DEEPIKA SHIVDAYAL ARYA in
my educational documents.
The actual name of mine is
DEEPIKA ARYA, which may be
amended accordingly.

0040593047-7

I,Mayank Desai S/o-Nitin
Manmohan Desai R/0-Jal Vayu-
Vihar Powai,Powai Lit, S.O-
Mumbai, Maharashtra-400076,
have changed my nameto
Mayank Nitin Desai,
permanently. 0040593116-6

I,Sundera Devi W/0,N0.9211140
Lt. Sep Jai Dev Singh R/0,VPO,
Naya Bass,Rohtak (HR) 124001,
have changed my nameto
Sundra Devi. 0040593116-4

I,Sudhanshu kumar singh,S/o-
Late Pancha singh,R/0-OMQ.34
Air-force-station Arjangarh,
new delhi-47,have changed my
daughter,name SMRITI SINGH
to YASHASHVISINGH vide-
Affidavit dated-10-06-2021

0040593091-8

I,Sonam PhuntsokS/o Tsechu
Norbu,R/0-161,Majnu KaTila,
New Aruna-Nagar,0ld-Camp,
Delhi-110054,have changed my
name,from Sonam Phuntsok to
Phuntsok Topgyal, for all
purposes. 0040593105-6

I,Shruti Shrivastava,W/o Atul
Srivastava R/o-Flat.no.J005,
Tower-J, Logix-Blossom
County, Sector-137,Noida-
201304,have changed my name
to Shruti Srivastava.

0040593105-8

I,Santosh W/o0 N0.14316707
GUNNER, Mohinder Singh
R/0,159/1,E-Block,Shyam
Vihar,Phase-1, Dindarpur,
Delhi-43,have changed my
name to Santosh Devi.

0040593116-3

I,Sandeep Bansal,R/0-G-1204,
Bestech Park View Spa Next,
Sector-67,Badshahpur,
Gurgaon-122101(HR),have
changed my minor,daughter’s
name,from Diya Sandeep
Bansal,to Diya Bansal,for all
purposes. 0040593091-10

I,Roshni Kushwaha W/o Army
No0.14641246F, Baldev Prasad,
R/0 Vill.+Post-Artara,
Maudaha, District-Hamirpur,
UP-210507,inform thatin my
husband’s service records my
name is wrongly written as
Roshni. But my correct nameis
Roshni Kushwaha.

0040592909-1

I,Ram kishan thagela,S/o Soni
ram thagela,R/0 G-835,
Shakurpur Anand vas North-
West,Delhi-110034,have
changed my name to Ram
kishan,for all purposes.

0040593097-1

I,Ram Pal S/0-Jai Kishan Sharma
R/0:Village-Brahmna,Tikkar-
Rajputtan (32/16),Hamirpur,
Himachal Pardesh-177119 Have
Changed My Name to Ram Pal
Sharma 0070762513-1

I,Rakesh Choudhry S/o Mahesh
Kumar Choudhry R/0-2/5 (TF)
Ashok-Nagar Tilak-Nagar New-
Delhi have changed my name
to Rakesh Chaudhary.

0040593105-4

I,Pushpender Mohan Kaushal,
S/0-Ram Kumar Kaushal,R/0-
84/2,G-BLOCK,S4, Aggarwal-
Residency, 2nd-Avenue, Bandh
Road, CHANDANHOLA, ND-
74,have changed my name to
Pushpendra Mohan Kaushal,
forall purposes. 0040593116-7

I,Neha Chopra W/o Rishabh
Wadhwa R/o D-185, Sector-27
Noida(U.P) Have Changed my
Name from Neha Chopra
Wadhwa to Neha Chopra for all
future purposes 0040593071-1

I Maithali Sharan Gupta S/o Shri
Ram Nivas Gupta R/o-Plot.No.-
6, DGF, Kh.N0.783, Mahipalpur
Extn, Gali.No.6D, Left Side
Block-K, Mahipalpur, South
West Delhi,New Delhi-
110037,have changed my name
to Maithli Sharan Gupta for all
future purposes. 0040592886-1

1, NAND KISHOR SHARMA S/o
DAYA KRISHAN, R/0-F-54 TYPE-
3,ROAD.NO-2 ANDREWSGANJ
SOUTH/DELHI, DELHI-110049,
changed my name to NAND
KISHORE. 0040592905-5

I,Madhu Bala,W/o Jeewan
Lal,R/0 A-802,Shram Deep-
Apartment, Plot.No.B-9/1B,
Sector-62,Noida, Dist.G.B.
Nagar,U.P.-201301,have
changed my name to Madhu
Bala Pipil W/o ShriJeewan Lal
Pipil,for all purposes.

0040593097-11

1,MOHAMMAD SHARIF S/O
HAFIZ.MOHAMMAD. UMAR,
R/0 H-62 MURADI-ROAD BATLA
HOUSE OKHLA DELHI-25,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO SHARIF
AHMAD. 0040593097-9

l,Kumari Asha Devi,W/o
Samunder Singh R/0-H.no0.206,
Gali.no.20, Mangolpur Kalan,
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name to Asha Singh,for all
future purpose. 0040593105-10

I,Kishan Singh,S/0 Haiyat
Singh,R/0-A-122,Street.No.3,
Prem-Vihar,Shiv-Vihar
Karawal-Nagar,Delhi-110094,
have changed my Name,from
Kishanlal to Kishan Singh,for
All Legal,Purpose in future.
Kishan Singh and Kishanlal
both,are same person.

0040593112-11

1,Jiby George Eapen S/O T.K.
Eapen,R/OFlat.No.106, E.I.L.
Appt., Plot.No.13, Pocket-6,
Nasirpur, Dwarka,Delhi-110045,
Have Changed my Name to
Jiby George. 0040593091-7

l,Jeewan Lal,S/o Shri.Jalma
Ram,R/o Flat.No.A-802, Shram-
Deep Apartment, Plot.No.B-
9/1B,Sector-62,Noida,Dist.
G.B.Nagar,U.P.-201301,have
changed my nameto Jeewan
Lal Pipil S/o Shri.Jalma Ram
Pipil, for all purposes.

0040593097-10

l,Jatinder Singh Arora,S/O
Mohinder Singh,R/0 G-213
Sarita-Vihar,New Delhi-110076,
have changed my nameto
Jatinder Singh,for all purposes.

0040593097-5

1,Gita Devi Khandelwal,w/o-
Suresh Chand Khandelwal,r/o-
B/6,Radhey puri,krishna nagar,
delhi-110051,declare that Gita
DeviKhandelwal,and Seema
Devi Khandelwal, are one,and
the same,person.

0040593091-9

l,Geeta Rani W/o0-Raj Kumar R/0
G-9-10,Shakur pur,Delhi-
110034,inform that Geeta and
Geeta Rani are the names of
same and one person.

0040593105-7

I,Chaube Priyanka Kamlesh
legally wedded spouse of,
Shailesh Ramapati Mishra,
R/0.G-48, BK Dutt-Colony, Jor
Bagh,New Delhi-03,have
changed my name,from
Chaube Priyanka Kamlesh to
Priyanka Mishra,vide-Affidavit
dated.23-Nov-2021.

0040593112-10

l,Anjana Kumari Pathania w/o-
Ajay Singh Pathania R/0-21/23,
second-floor near Aggarwal-
Bhawan shakti-nagar.
MalkaGanj. North-Delhi Delhi-
110007,Have changed my name
to AnjanaSingh. 0040593097-2

I, Yashraj Ashok Rege S/o Shri
Ashok Rajaram Rege R/0 H.No.
712-A, Plot No.F-30, Mahagun
Manor, Sector-50, Noida. U.P.-
201301 have changed my name
to YashhrajRegge for all
purposes. 0050187612-1

I, Varun S/o Surender Sharma
R/0 Plot No0.-220, Second Floor,
SaraswatiLane, Sector-5,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad, UP-201010
have changed my nameto
Varun Sharma for all future
purposes. 0070762490-1

I,Rati Tandan W/o-Rajit Tandan
R/0 A-436,Sector-47 Noida,
Uttar Pradesh-201301,Have
Changed My Name To Rati
Chopra For Future.

0040593097-7

I,Namrata Bindal,D/o Bijender
Kumar R/0-A-2/243, UGF, Janak
Puri New Delhi-58, have
changed my name to Namrata
Bansal, permanently.

0040593105-9

I,NEELAKSHI MADAN,D/0 Ashok
madaan,Address.Flat.no.GFB,
tower-3,purianand-villas,
sector-81,amarnagar
Faridabad, Haryana-121003,
Changed my name to
NEELAKSHI MADAAN.

0040593091-3

I,Mohd Gufran,S/o Mohd
Usman,R/0 R-258/3,Gali.No.11,
Ramesh-Park, Laxmi-Nagar,
Delhi-110092,Have change my
minor daughter’s name,from
MAIRA to MAIRA NAZ,for all
purpose. 0040593097-3

I,Manisha Choudhry,W/o
Rakesh Chaudhary R/0-2/5 (TF)
Ashok-Nagar Tilak-Nagar New
Delhi have changed my name
to Manisha Chaudhary.

0040593105-5

ILARSHAD S/0O ISLAM KHAN R/O-
KHASRA.NO.725, FIRNI-ROAD,
ALIPUR, DELHI-36,have
changed/added my SURNAME,
from ARSHAD to ARSHAD
KHAN. 0040593091-4

I,Ridima W/0O-Nishant Dang
R/0,71/18 Prem-Nagar
JanakpuriB-1,have changed
my name to Ridima Kaushik
Dangforall purposes.

0040593097-6

I, Surender SharmaR/o Plot No.-
220, Second Floor, Saraswati
Lane, Sector-5, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, UP-201010 have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Vishakha to
Vishakha Sharma for all future
purposes 0070762492-1

1, Shruti D/o Sh.Bam Bhadur R/0-
WZ-104A, Gali.No-7,Krishna
PuriNew-Delhi-110018, have
changed my name from
Goychato Shruti,forall future
purpose 0040593024-1

l, Setu Gupta S/0 Rajesh Gupta,
R/0 A-211Floor,Hauz Khas, S.0,
South West Delhi- 110016, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Seytu
Gupta 0070762499-1

l,Ravindra S/0 Rajendra Singh
R/0, C-27,Rana Park Siraspur
Delhi-110042, have changed my
name to Ravindra Kumar.

0040593116-1

I, Rajeev Bhola S/0,Subhash
Bhola,R/0-Flat-No.1168, DDA-
Flats,A-1, Paschim-Vihar,
N.Delhi-110063,have changed
my minor daughter’s name
SanaBholato Sana.D.O.B.-
06.02.2008. 0040593105-3

1,SUBHASH CHAND S/O TELU
RAM GARG R/0O C-43,MP
ENCLAVE,PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110034.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SUBHASH GARG.

0040593091-2

1,PURSOTAM GOYAL/
PURSOTAM GOEL S/O SAT
NARAIN GOYAL R/0 47,SHAKTI-
VIHAR, PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110034.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PURSHOTAM GOYAL.

0040593091-1

I, Mohammad Nafees Ali S/o
Ummed Ali, R/0 Village Tanda
P.S.Chhaprauli, Tehsil Baraut,
Distt. Baghpat, UP. have
changed my name from
Mohammad Nafis Alito
Mohammad Nafees Ali for all
future purposes. 0040593030-1

IRuby Madaan S/o Shri.Parkash
Lal Madaan R/0-737,Second-
Floor,Rishi-Nagar,Rani-
Bagh,Delhi-110034,inform that
in my son Passport my name
mention Rubi Madaan instead
of Ruby Madaan.Rubi Madaan
and Ruby Madaan both are one

l, Kameshwar Singh Nirwan S/0
Davendra Pal Nirwan,R/o
H.No.- 1742 Romano Mahagun
Moderne,Sector- 78, Noida-
Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, | have
changed the name of my minor
Son Tanush Singh Nirwan aged
about 13 and He shall hereafter
be known as Tanush Nirwan

0070762498-1

and same person.

0040593116-2

IRajesh Chawla alias Rajesh

Malik S/o Late Sh. Lal Chand
R/0 C-1/4,Phase-1,Budh Vihar,
Sultanpuri C Block, North West
Delhi,Delhi-110086 have
changed my name to Rajesh
Malik for all purposes.

0040593047-5

ISreelakshmiis legally wedded
spouse 0f N0.14584735L.
Havildhar,Kesavankutty S
Wexco Oliveyard
Elputhenangady Kottayam
have changed my name from
Sreelakshmi to Sreelakshmi K
date of birth 30/01/1972 to
27/04/1970 vide affidavit dated
16/11/2021 Kottayam

0050187660-1

IJasvinder Sandhu D/o
Nachhatter Singh SandhuR/o
House No-279, Third Floor,
Indira Vihar, Near Mukherjee
Nagar, Delhi-110009, have
changed my name to Jini
Sandhu 0070762507-1

I, Kiran Vishwakarma D/O Late
Shitla Din Vishwakarma, R/o
Krishna Nagar, Railway Side,
PO: Murai ka Bagh, VTC:
Dalmau, District: Rae Bareli,
Uttar Pradesh- 229207. Declare
that Name of Mine and My
Father has been wrongly
written as Km Kiran and Shitala
Dininmy 10th Class Certificate
No- 3003656, that name of mine
and my father has been
wrongly written as Km Kiran
Viswakarma and Shitala Din
Viswakarmain my 12th Class
Certificate No- M03438
M/45/006/00247, that name of
mine and my father has been
wrongly written as Km. Kiran
Vishwakarma and S.D.
Vishwakarma in my University
Documents, that name of mine
has been wrongly written as
Kiran Deviin my Father Service
record No-461100199-6271,
0877 The actual name of Mine
and My Father are Kiran
Vishwakarma and Shitla Din
Vishwakarma, which may be
amended accordingly.

0070762502-1

1 Ajay Kumar S/o Sh. Chander
Prakash R/0 RZF-1/1, 1st
Floor,Gali No.3,Mahavir
Enclave, Near Lotus
Apartment, New Delhi-110045
have changed the name of my
minor son from Harsh Kumar to
Harsh Kumar Naveen for all
purposes. 0040593047-6

ILVIJENDRA KUMAR,S/O...
HARNARAYAN SHARMA
H.NO.E-5,GALI.NO-5,DAYALPUR
EXTN DAYALPUR NORTH EAST
DELHI-110094,changed my
name to VIJENDER KUMAR
SHARMA, permanently.

0040593091-6

LOST & FOUND

I,have lost my original-property
papers of my property A-
13,Sham-Nagar,New Delhi-
110018,registered on.15.01.1955
and 16.02.1960,FIR vide-LR.No.
915091/2021.If found return to
Surinder Singh,S/0 Rangoo
Singh,R/0 WZ-111-B/70,Vishnu
Garden,New Delhi-110018
Mob:9315648802.

0040593105-11

I, Vidhi Pathak D/o Ravindra
Kumar Pathak R/0 676,
Vivekanand Nagar, Ghaziabad,
UP-201001 declare thatin my
documents my father’s name
is wrongly mentioned as
Ravindra Pathak instead of
Ravindra Kumar Pathak my
father’s correct nameis
RAVINDRA KUMAR PATHAK for
all future purposes.

0070762511-1

HDFC FDR NO.CP/1258220 in the
name of Daljit Kaur (deceased)
has been misplaced/lost
Nominee Satinder Kaur. If
found inform HDFC Limited 2nd
floor Regal building New Delhi-
110001. 0040593105-12

IDilip kumarS/o late S. K.
Sharma, have lost 48 Society
Share Certificates & Property
paper of Flat.56 Vidya
Apartment Inder Enclave Delhi-
87 Finder Cont-9560348798

0040593026-1

I,Amit Kumar S/o-Shri.Kishan
Dev Sah R/0-B-3/203,Arawali
Apartment,Sector-34, Noida,
U.P.,have changed my,name
from Amit Kumar Sah to Amit
Kumar,for all,future purpose.

0040593097-4

I,Amrit kumar Aggarwal S/0O-
Pradeep Kumar Aggarwal R/O-
229A,Gali No.9,Bholanath
Nagar, Shahdara Delhi-110032,
Have Changed My Name To
Amrit Aggarwal. 0040593097-8

1, KANWALJEET SINGH KUKREJA
S/0S.S. KUKREJA, R/0 605, Villa
Rica, Hiranandani Estate, Near
The Walk, Thane, Maharashtra-
400607 have changed my minor
son’s name from JASRAJ SINGH
KUKREJA to KABIRSINGH
KUKREJA. 0040593084-1

I, Jatinder Singh S/o,Late
Jagdish Singh Kalsi R/0-175,
Tilak-Nagar, Mukherjee Park,
N.Delhi-110018,have changed
my name to Jatinder Singh
Kalsi. 0040593105-2

I, Jai Bhagwan Sharma S/o
Nanak Chand SharmaR/o D-
105, Kashiram Shahri Awash
Colony, Sector-45, Noida,
G.B.Nagar,UP-201301,have
changed my minor son’s name
from Vansh to Vansh
Bhardwaj,for all purposes.

0040593040-1

1, DIVYA KISHORE W/O TUSHAR
AGARWAL R/0O A-359, SECTOR-
31,NOIDA, U.P. HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME AFTER MARRIAGE TO
DIVYA AGARWAL FOR ALL
PURPOSES. 0070762489-1

I, Bhupendra S/o Lok Prakash
R/0Z-175,Sector-12,Noida,
Distt. G.B.Nagar, UP-201301,
have changed my name to
Bhupendra Gusain, for all
purposes. 0040592976-1

1, Amit Kumar S/o Subhash
Chandra R/0-A-228, Block-A,
Transit-Camp, Govindpuri,
South-Delhi-110019,have
changed my name to Amit
Agarwal,for all purposes.

0040593105-1

I, AWDHESH CHAUHAN, S/O.LAL
BACHAN CHAUHAN, ADD-81-A
KALLU MOHALLA GARHI EAST-
OF-KAILASH, SOUTH/DELHI
110065.Changed my name to
AVADHESH CHAUHAN.
Permanently. 0040593091-5

I, AMIT ARORA, ADD.C-9-9320,
VASANT KUNJ,New Delhi-
110070,changed my Minor
daughter name KYRA SAHNI to
KYRA ARORA. 0040593116-8

Ihave Changed my name From
Kavita Tomar to Km Kavita
Tomar W/o Munendra Singh
Tomar R/0 508, Takrarpur
Ladpur, Bulandshahr, U.P.-
245402 0070762509-1

ISONALI SAINI W/O
CHARANJEET SINGH R/0
1325/8, GOVINDPURI, KALKAJI
NEW DELHI-110019 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME SONALI
ARORA TO SONALISAINIFOR
FUTURE PURPOSE.

0040593010-1

l,Yash Desai S/o-Nitin
Manmohan Desai R/o0-Jal Vayu-
Vihar Powai,Powai Lit,S.0
Mumbai, Maharashtra-
400076,have changed my name
to Yash Nitin Desai,
permanently. 0040593116-5

NOTICE FOR LOSS OF
SHARE CERTIFICATE
|, Kamla Gupta, Residing At,
B-405 Unesco Apartment,
|.P. Extension, Patparganj,
New Delhi — 110092,
shareholder of Housing
Development Finance
Corporation Limited (HDFC)
hereby give notice that the
Original Share Certificate
No. 4158 bearing distinctive
nos. 4144396 to 4145395
for 1000 equity shares of F.V.
Rs. 2 under folio no.
00206605 issued to me by
HDFC, has been lost by me
and | am giving an
application to HDFC for
issuance of duplicate
share certificate in lieu

thereof.

Any person, who is in
possession of said share
certificate and/or has any
objection to the issue
of the duplicate share
certificate as aforesaid, is
requested to contact HDFC
Limited, Investor Services
Department, Ramon
House, 5th Floor, H.T.
Parekh Marg, 169, Backbay
Reclamation, Churchgate,
Mumbai-400020, within
SEVEN (7) days from the
date of publication of
this Notice, failing which
HDFC will proceed to issue
duplicate share certificate, in
accordance with the
Companies (Issuance of
Share Certificate) Rules,
1960.

Place: New Delhi
Date: 22.11.2021

NOTICE FOR LOSS OF
SHARE CERTIFICATE
We, SHALINI GUPTA (now
SHALINI AGGARWAL)
and ALKA GUPTA (now
ALKA GOEL), residing at
B-405 Unesco Apartment,
|.P. Extension, Patparganj,
New Delhi — 110092 and
Near Rawal Pindi Jweler,
2299, Ghanta Ghar, Subzi
Mandi, North Delhi, Delhi
— 110007, shareholder of
Housing Development
Finance Corporation
Limited (HDFC) hereby
give notice that the
Original Share Certificate
No. 1384 bearing

Sd/-
Kamla Gupta

COURT NOTICE

IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI
AT NEW DLEHI
(TESTAMENTARY INTESTATE
JURISDICTION)
Citation U/s 283, Indian
Succession Act, 1925
In the matter of TEST CASE No.

91/2021
RAMAN
GUPTA....... PETITIONER
STATE &

ORS....RESPONDENTS

In the matter of estate of Late Mr.,
Vinod Kumar Goel alias Vinod Goel
S/o Late Jaishi Ram Goel, R/o D-28,
Sector-47, Noida.

\Whereas Mr. Raman Gupta S/o Sh.
Satya Pal, A-151, Sector-40, Near,
Khaitan Public School, Noida, Distt.,
Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-|
201301 has filed a petition under|
Sector 276 of the Indian Succession|
IAct 1925 for the grant of Probate of
Will/Estate of Sh. Vinod Kuamr Geol
alias Vinod Goel, Deceased.

IAnd whereas the aforesaid case is
fixed for hearing on 20.01.2022 at|
11:00 A.M. before the Joint Registrar|
(Judicial) of this Hon’ble Court. This
citation is issued, in terms of Section|
283 of the said Act to all persons
claiming to have any interest in the|
properties of the said deceased to|
come to this Court, file objections, i
any and take part in the proceedings
lon the date specified above for the|
igrant of Probate.

Given under my hand and the seal of

this Court, in terms of the order dated
22.10.2021.

Sd/-
Assistant Registrar
for REGISTRAR GENERAL|

— IN LOVING MEMORY
| & SMT. SATYA BEDI

’ (November 24, 2008)
The legend of your life's

2
5o

“IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any

Jebi

incurred as a result of

¥ struggle will always guide
and inspire us each day.
You will always be fondly

remembered and remain

loss or damage

individuals adversing in

transactions with companies, associations or

Publications. We therefore recommend that

its newspapers or

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to
General Public that Lease
Deed dated 31st March
2010, executed between
New Okhla Industrial
Development Authority
(Lessor), and M/s.
Khemka Diesels &
Services Pvt Ltd (Lessee)
for the property situated
at FH-10, Sector 133,
New Okhla Industrial
Development Area Distt.
Gautam Budh Nagar U.P
has been lost/misplaced.
All person(s) are hereby
informed not to deal or
carry out any transaction
with anyone on the
basis of the said missing
document. If found,
please contact us on
khemka33ga@rediffmail.com

Sd/-

The Lessee

UIVNL

el

our inspiration.

readers make necessary inquiries before sending

Nomita & Amarjit Singh Chandhiok,
Anita & Sumir, Sucheeta & Arjun, Amrita,

" any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an

advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

Sana, Karan & Mehar Chandhiok. &

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Sh. Anil Kumar Bhardwaj
(Aadhar No.3164 5752 1807) S/o
late Sh. Kailash Chand & Smt.
Sudesh Sharma W/o Sh.Anil
Bhardwaj both R/o A-499, Gali no.1,
Nathu Colony, Nathupura, Burari,
Delhi-110084 debarred and
disowned their son namely
Himanshu Bhardwaj (Aadhar
No0.4232 5575 1296) alongwith his
wife from their all movable and
immovable properties due to their
misconduct and disrespectful
behaviour towards my clients. My
clients have also severed all their
relation with them. If anybody deals
with them, he will do so at his own
risk, costs and consequences. My

Mob. : 9990427037

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients, Hari Om Singal S/o
Late Sh. Chandgi Ram and Smt.
Darshna Devi W/o Shri Hari Om Singal
both R/o DDA Janta Flat no. 520 - 521,
Group -I, Hastal ,Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi- 110059 have disowned / debarred
their son Shri Ravi Kumar and his wife
Smt. Nimmi and their legal heirs from all
their movable and immovable
Properties,, Jewelleri LIC insurance, Fd
,Bank Balance, ,lockers, Share Cemﬁcate
and shop and material of Shop / Goods
any other assets etc, due to their
misbehaviour , quarrelsome nature & out
of control towards my client and other
family members and severed all their
relations with them. My clients will not be
responsible future for any acts and deeds
of them. Sd/-B.B.N.Deo,Advocate,
Janak Puri, New Delhi 110058

General public is hereby informed that
my client Rekha Kawatra Wife of Shri
Parveen Kawatra R/o 5/107, Subhash

measuring 263.5 Sq. Yds., with all its
Roof Rights, Situated at Rajouri
Garden, New Delhi-110027, from Shri
Anoop Singh Son of Shri Man Singh
R/o F-37, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi-
110027. if anybody has objection in this
transaction, he/she/they may contact
9911116675 within 15 days from the
date of publication of this notice.
Bhupinder Kumar Arya (Advocate)
UG-20A, Suneja Tower-|, Distt. Centre,
Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058.

UJVN Limited

HO “UJJWAL’, Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephones: 0135-2763808 Fax- 0135- 2763508
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com

fe1id = 23/11,/2021

H0: 883

TENDER NOTICE

Office of the Executive Engineer, Maintenance Chilla (Pauri- Garhwal),
invites sealed tenders from experienced firms for following works/supply
for Chilla Power House:-
T-20/EEM/2021-22 : O & M work of clean water pumping station and
AMC of plumbing related works at project colony chilla.

Estimated Cost-36,20,401.00 (Taxes Extra)

Date of availability of Tender document on website- 23-11-2021 (17:00 Hrs)
Date of Receipt of the tender - 14-12-2021 up to 11:00 Hrs

For all
www.ujvnl.com

details,

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

Executive Engineer (M.)

B-662

4. OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA
-3 NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

19/

2021-22

1. Bid documents such as DTCN / BOQ etc. can be seen / downloaded from the
Govt. Website i.e. www.tendersorissa.gov.in, during the period dt. 25.11.2021
to 17 hours of dt. 10.12.2021 instead of dt. 20.11.2021 to dt. 06.12.2021 for
ONLINE BIDDING respectively.

2. Online bids shall be received till 17.00 Hours of dt. 10.12.2021 instead of dt.
06.12.2021.

Sd/- OSD C.E. (Buildings),
Odisha, Bhubaneswar
OIPR-34117/11/0066/2122

llNIIlENT ED DEAD BODY

-

Station, Delhi. The description of the dead male is as
under:- Age: Approx 24-25 years,
Complexion: Shallow, ID Mark: A mole on lower lip,
Wearing: Blue colour pantsuit and green colour salwar.
If any one having any information about this dead female

General Public is hereby informed that
one female Namely: Unknown D/o:

Sex: Female,
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’ 938, Shiv Enclave, Adesh
Nagar, New Delhi-110027 and others, Nagar, Loini Dehat, Loni,
intend to purchase F-37, area Ghaziabad-201102, u.pP,
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PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that my
clients Sh. Kunwar Rajkishore Singh S/o Ia(e
Sh. Kunwar Jageshwar Singh Aadhar card no.
9963 1814 246 and Smt. Meera Singh W/o Sh.
Kunwar Rajkishore Singh Aadhar card number
2414 9385 4027 Both R/o DDA Flat No.509
Pocket-A, Sector -13, Rose Wood Apartment,
Dwarka, New Delhi - 110078, hereby severe all
their relations from Sh. Ashish Singh Sfo Sh
Kunwar Rajkishore Singh and daughter-in-law
Smt. Sarita Singh Alias Sarita Verma D/o of Sh.
Piar Chand Verma W/o Shri Ashish Singh R/o
Flat No. 509 , Pocket-A, Sector-13, Rose Wood
Apartment, Dwarka,New Delhi- 110078, along
with their children's, nominees and any other
person/s ,due to their disobeying, misbehaviour
and hereby disowned and debarred them from
their all movable and immovable properties
forever. Any person dealing with them shall be
doing so at his own risk and responsibility in
future my clients will not be responsible for any
actand deeds done by them.
Sd/- B.B.N.Deo, Advocate, Janak Puri, ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis for general information that
I|PREM SAGAR S/o Ram
Kishun residing at Khasra No.

declare that name of my father
RAM KISHAN and name of my
mother ANITA has been wrongly
written as RAM KISHAN AND
NEETA. The actual name of my
father and mother as RAM
KISHUN AND ANITA.

Itis certified that | have complied
with other legal requirements in

this connection.

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed
that my client Mr. Harish Chander
Seth S/O Maulekh Raj Seth R/O
179, 2nd floor, Avtav Enclave
Pachime Vihar, New Delhi-110063,
has disowned and debarred his
son namely Mr. Inderjeet Singh
Seth and his wife from his
properties and severed all his
relation with him due to the bad
conduct of him and his wife.
It is further informed that my client
shall not be responsible for any act
of Mr. Inderjeet Singh Seth and his
wife and he and his wife shall not
have any right, title or interest in the
property of my client.
Sd/-
MR. MUKESH MOHAN GOYAL
Advocate
Office: 17A/35, 1st Floor, West
Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi-110026

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that under|
instructions from & on behalf of my client Sh.
Gurmukh Singh S/o Sh. Gopi Chand & Smt.
Manjeet Sindhwani W/o Sh Gurmukh Singh
both R/o 3918, Kaseru Walan, Paharganj,
New Delhi-55, have disowned/debarred their|
son Mr. Pankaj Sindhwani S/o Sh. Gurmukh
Singh & his wife Smt. Dolly and their children
due to their misbehavior, disobedience, illegal
activities, fromall of my client's moveable and
immovable assets and have also ceased all
their relations in every respect with them . Itis
further declared that any person or persons
whosoever deals with them shall do that
entirely at his/her/their own risks, costs and
responsibility and my client shall not be
responsible for dealing with him if any person
do st J.C. Trikha (Advocate),
Civil Sude Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information of general public that my
clients (1) GURMEET SINGH S/O S. DAYAL
SINGH AND SMT. SURINDER KAUR W/O S.
GURMEET SINGH BOTH R/O 17/169, FIRST
FLOOR, FRONT SIDE SUBHASH NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110027 have disowned and debarred their
son namely MANMEET SINGH, his wife namely
AMANPREET KAUR and their son namely
TEGHNOOR SINGH from all their movable and
immovable properties with immediate effect
because of their constant fighting at home and
outside and loss of my clients mental peace,
harassment, torture, cruelty. atrocities committed by
them against my clients.

Anybody dealing with them shall do so at his/her
own risk, cost and responsibilties thereto. My clients
shall not be responsible in any manner for the same-

H.K. BABBAR

ADVOCATE

ENRL NO. D/142C/1978

Resi-cum-office: DG-IIl/409, GF, VIKAS PURI
NEW DELHI-110058

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Sr. Divisional Mechancial Engineer, Northern Railway, DEMU-Shed Shakurbasti; for
and on behalf of President of India,

TENDER NOTICE

invites E-Tender for the under noted work.

Tender No.

258731 DSLSSB

Name of work

Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract
(CAMC) of Cummins Engines (NTA14R-02
Nos. and 6BTA5.9G-02 Nos.) for HS-SPART
(No. 8154, 8155, 8156) of DLI Division, based
at DEMU Shed, Shakurbasti for five years.

Approximate Cost

Rs. 89,73,650.76 including GST @ 18%

Earnest Money

Rs. 0.00 (Vide Rly. Bd. letter no. 2020/CE-I/CT/
3E/GCC/Policy 30.12.2020)

Bid Security Declaration in|Yes
bidders are advised to visit our website lieu of Bid Security
Completion period of the|05 years

work

Cost of tender document

Rs. 5,900 with GST@18% (Note: it should
be in the form of net banking or gateway only.
Note: FDR not be accepted as EMD for tender
invited on IREPS as per Railway Board letter
no. 2015/CR-I/CT/5/1 dated 31.08.2016)

Date and time for submission

Upto 15.00 hrs. on 15.12.2021 Opening of

" of tender and opening of|Tender at 15.00 hrs.
File No- B-lI-M-33/2015 (Pt-Il) 43820 / Bhubaneswar, the 20th Nov. 2021 tender
Invitation for Bids 2nd Corrigendum Website particulars notice | Above tender is available on IREPS site i. e.
Tender Reference No. OSD (Buildings) - 19 / 2021-22 board location lete | www.ireps.gov.in
Name of the Work- “Construction of Abhishek-cum-Banquet Hall at Raj details of tend b
Bhawan, Bhubaneswar Phase-II”. etalls of tender can be seen
The following changes have been made in Bid Identification No. OSD (Buildings) - No.: 258731 DSLSSB Dated: 22.11.2021 2716/2021

Serving Customers with a Smile

0-980
3. The technical bids will be opened at 11.30 A.M. of dt. 13.12.2021 instead of dt. AT/PO- Nayabazar, Cuttack-753004, Tel No. 0671-2444488,
07.12.2021. E-mail- serw kpd@yahoo.com
All other terms and conditions remain unchanged. No. Tender Online RCK-25/21 Letter No. 2882  Date: 20.11.2021

.H'.
2, e
I =

1. Name of the work

2. Class of Contractor

3. Time for Completion
4. Detail Projects
5. Other details

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KENDRAPARA- JAJPUR.

e-Procurement NOTICE

: Construction of R.W Circle Office Kendrapara-
Jajpur at Chandikhole in the District of Jajpur for
the year 2021-22.

: B & A Class as specified in the column 7 of the
Annexure.

: As Specified in the Column- 8 of the Annexure.

: As per annexure attached

[ Unknown, Address: Unknown was Procurement Bid Availability of |Last Date & Date & Time
found in |rresponsible condition inside Officer Identification Tender: on_-line Time_of of opening of
= Coach Train, Platform No. 14, New Delhi No. forbidding | seeking tender
g From To tender [TechnicallFinancial
"Hﬂr Railway Station, Delhi on 17.11.2021 clarification|  Bid Bid
"™ and shifted to Lady Hardinge Medical Cr: - - 2d . 131 - 14221 1415221 1616221 T7b
ie ender 5.11. 5.12. 2. 2. o be
= College, Delhi. Durmg the treatment Construction Online At At up to At intimated
Doctors declared brought dead. The Engineer, | RCK-25/21 | 11.00 |5.00 PM| 2.00 PM | 3.00 PM | later
body has been preserved in Lady Hardinge Medical Rural Works AM
College Hospital’s Mortuary, Delhi for 72 hours. In this Ker%:glséra-
regard a case has been lodged vide DD No. 42A U/s 174 Jajpur
Cr.P.C dated 17.11.2021 at P.S. New Delhi Railway X X
Further details can be seen from the website:

www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer
Rural Works Circle, Kendrapara-Jajpur
OIPR-25129/11/0025/2122

lease inform undersigned.
distinctive nos. 895601 to P 9 L. ) SHO. GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND
896600 for 1000 equity PS. New Delhi Railway Station, Delhi URBAN DEVELOPMENT OF
shares of F.V. Rs. 2 under Ph.: 011-23744073, 8750871305
folio no. 00060828 issued DP/386/RLY/2021 . DEPARTMENT
to us by HDFC, has been NAGAR PARISHAD BISHRAMPUR
lost by us and we are
- o E-PROCURMENT NOTICE (VERY SHORT TERM NOTICE)
giving an application to E-Tender no. UDD/NPB/17/2021-22
HDFC for issuance of - - -
duplicate share certificate 01 | Schme Name Construction of R.C.C Drain With Salab
in lieu thereof. to House of Shivdash via Santoshi Mata
Any person, who is in - . Temple gnd Shivlar Nursing home to
possession of said share Wli qwg X qg?ﬁgix %;%ﬁ?mqaa ik : 3ﬁ i _iﬁ&mj % @ fﬂ?_ﬁjﬁﬁﬂﬁ/ﬁq “/' . Koyal River in Ward no. 06 Rehla
certificate and/or has any aRyel /R il § Tollad wH / i < STeuTe $—(Ifaar] ST B T § | 02 | Estimate Value 1,31,47,250.00
objection t(_) the issue of - o [Sr- [ wp— 03 | Work Comlitipne_ 06 Month
the duplicate share Eicy BT T4 BT TBR w0 (eIt W) 04 | Date Of Publication Of Tender 23.11.2021 05:00 pm
certificate as aforesaid, is 1. | Providing Power Line on remaining Road Sl 732 On Website - e
requested to contact aD“A E“ tah. P — 05 | Date Start Of Submission Of Bids | 23.11.2021 05:00 pm
HDFC Limited, Investor 2. | Dismantling of Defective, Damage and old | areqdbreli= 1151 = - — -
: X wiring and Re-electrification of Project office 06 | Last Date/Time Of Submission Of .
gerVICeli DEPaSI:htn;Ient, Buﬂlr?g TDS City, Ghaziabad. ! Bids 01.12.2021 05:00 pm
amon House oor, - - -
’ ’ 3. [ Annual Maintenance Contract of Street light | sregerei= 7.85 Date Of Bid O 03.12.2021 11:00
H.T. Parekh Marg, 169, Fittings at IA. Pilakhani (Sharanpur) agnd 07 | Date /l - penins — a
Backbay Reclamation Begrajpur (Muzaffar Nagar) 08 | Last Date/Time Of Submission At 02.12.2021 Till 01:00 ¢ Bish
P Office Cost of BOQ, Earnest . 1 UE00 pm at Bishrampur
Churchgate, Mumbai- 4. | Annual Maintenance Contract of Street light | aregeprefi= 566 o : ) Thana
400020, within SEVEN Fittings at IA. Salempur Distt. Hathrus. Money And Tender Document
(7) days from the date of 5. | Annual Maintenance Contract of Street light | sreurel= 17.64 09 i\lamg &1{3‘ dgress Of Office Nagar parishad Bishrampur
publication of this Notice, Fittings at IA. Sikandrabad Distt. Bulandshahar. nviting Tender
failing which HDFC will SRIG fAfdaT fRAid 25.11.2021 BT 11:00 g1 ¥ A 02.12.2021 BT 18:00 a1 T AT BN ST 10 | Contact No. Of Procurement 0525633383
proceed to issue S7ell 2, fSRY &1 03.12.2021 T 11:00 91 AT ¥7eh LT Wil FRAT | FAfeTardrel g1 2o it Officer
duplicate share certificate, @ ISR 3 06.12.2021 T 1700 T T Wi S/ o e 3 S A 11 | Helpline Number Of E- 9771761820
in accordance with the Aire: 1. ffrararar s ffarst # v v vd shovaodio wfd o sifd ¥ | 3o § B ax Procurement Cell
ggn’;pagieliiﬁ(IS?u)argel of Fﬁﬁ%ﬂm . N S — NOTE: - Onl}f E-Tender will be accepted. Further details can be seen on website
are Certificate) Rules, FREANIN ST il W&ua gc‘ i g, sever Fifaar 7 Consider q_; @ﬁ; http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in &
196.0- o sd- ST | e Wﬂ farvger ST website: www.upsidc.com T <RIt R el Notice Board office of the Nagar Praishad, Bishrmapur.
E'acf’-z'z‘j‘;‘ ZD:ZI:I Sha"':i':ﬁ‘(gaéwa: website: https://etender.up.nic.in TR 3@ ST Had 2 | RS yaED HWER$ TR T
ate: 2241, and Alka Goe 3040 o, mfSraraTs PR 257563 Urban Development (21-22) D TR uRve ISR
Nl B New Delhi Nl B
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JUNIOR WORLD CUP

Hit into the unknown

Hard hitter, tall forward
and a poacher: the

Lack of action means teams enter the Junior WC with clean slate, but India have advantage of familiarity make - up O f J u nio r team
iy A

MIHIRVASAVDA
BHUBANESWAR,NOVEMBER 23

AFTER A near two-year pandemic-forced
hiatus, the ever-changing world of hockey
returns to its only constant: Bhubaneswar.
This time, however, with an unmistakable
difference.

The cavernous Kalinga Stadium, which
is normally buzzing on match eves, is
stripped off its usual fanfare. There’s no
queue outside the stadium for tickets, no
vendors selling flags, and no face-painters
setting up makeshift shops. There’s just a
smattering of guards ensuring only those
required enter this sprawling facility.

Blame the pandemic for the Junior
World Cup turning into a watered-down,
low-key affair. The 16-nation tournament
will begin on Wednesday behind closed
doors and in a tight bio-secure environ-
ment. All this has taken some sheen away
but hasn’t made the World Cup any less rel-
evant.

Shane McLeod, world hockey’s most
successful coach in the last five years, puts
it in perspective. “It’s a really good way to
know what countries are going to do well
inthe next eight years,” the New Zealander,
who was the coach of the Belgian team that
won the Rio Olympics silver, 2018 World
Cup and Tokyo gold, told The Indian Express.
“It’s no coincidence that the teams that
played in the final of the last Junior World
Cup finished one and three in the Olympic
Games.”

McLeod was referring to India and
Belgium, who were the champions and run-
ners-up respectively of the 2016 Junior
World Cup. Seven Indian and five Belgian
players, including reserves, from that World
Cup final played a critical role for their
teams in the Tokyo Olympics.

So, in that context, the Junior World Cup
assumes a lot of significance - the next two
weeks will provide some insight into
whether the supply chain of players will
carry on as India look to continue their re-
vival and hope to build on the Tokyo bronze.

But it won't be so straightforward.

The defending champions and hosts be-
gin their campaign against France, a team
that has been punching above its weight in
the last few years. That, though, isn’t the
only reason why the match could be a po-
tential banana skin.

Like many other teams, India enter the
tournament blindfolded.

First match after 776 days

On Wednesday, the match against
France will be India under-21's first com-

CROSSWORD 4594
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The defending champions and hosts begin their campaign against France, a team

that has been punching above its weight in the last few years.

Hockey India

INDIA'S SCHEDULE (POOL B)

November24 | vs | France | 8pm
November25 | vs | Canada | 7.30pm
November27 | vs | Poland | 7.30pm

KNOCKOUT ROUNDS

Quarterfinals December 1
Semifinals December 3
Finals December 5

Group stage matches live on: https://watch.hockey/

KNOCKOUT MATCHESLIVEONSTAR
SPORTS NETWORK

petitive fixture after 776 days. In the last few
days, they played the Netherlands, the USA
and Germany to warm up for the Junior
World Cup. Those were, however, nowhere
close to replicating real-match scenarios.
The pandemic ravaged the hockey calendar
but it had an even more devastating impact

on junior programmes around the world,
given that there are few international tour-
naments for them anyway.

Consequently, there isn’t a lot of intel
available on players from other teams, with
coaches relying largely on the styles and
patterns used by the senior sides of a partic-
ular country to guess how the under-21s
could play. At the same time, coaches do not
know how their players would respond to a
certain situation as well.

Graham Reid, the senior team coach
who has been given charge of the juniors
for this competition, admitted as much.
“We have no idea (how the performance of
the players would be). And I think that'll be
the answer if you ask any of the coaches in
the world because we really have no idea
what the opposition is like,” he said.

One of the few things working in favour
of India is that the core of the current un-

silver at the 2018 Youth Olympics although
that was played in a five-a-side format.

Most of their time, however, has been
spent within the confines of the Sports
Authority of India’s Southern Centre in
Bangalore, where the players were kept in
the bio bubble through the pandemic.

Cut off from the rest of the hockey world,
India’s junior team spent time at the train-
ing camp learning English, getting motiva-
tion lessons and psychology sessions. The
only time they got to play matches were ei-
ther intra-squad, or against the senior India
team. “They actually beat us in one of the
games we played,” India captain Manpreet
Singh said.

Seniors’ influence

The influence of the senior team on the
under-21 players has been immense.

The junior team’s playing style is very
similar to the senior side’s, given that both
sets of players have been training together
under the same philosophy. The juniors
were coached by BJ Kariappa before Reid
was given a temporary charge immediately
after the Olympics. Coaches, though, aren’t
the only ones grooming the players.

Goalkeeper PR Sreejesh, one of the he-
roes of India’s bronze medal match against
Germany in Tokyo, has been involved
closely with Prashant Chauhan and Pawan,
the two custodians of the junior team.

Drag-flicker Sanjay, who is the vice-cap-
tain, has been getting advice from senior
team stalwarts Harmanpreet Singh and
Rupinderpal Singh. “They spent a day or
two every week with us, teaching us how
to beat the first runner, how to take the first
few steps while taking a flick and how to re-
lease the ball...” Sanjay said.

Prasad, the only player in the junior
team who was also a part of the Olympics
side, has been looking up to Manpreet for
inspiration. Prasad plays as a centre-half,
the same position as Manpreet, but it’s the
leadership skills that impress the 21-year-
old.

He’s been closely observing Manpreet,
who captained India at the 2013 Junior
World Cup before becoming one of the star
players of the senior side. “l have seen how
Manpreet handles the team, carries every-
one together. [ wish to replicate that in a
tournament as important as this one,”
Prasad said.

Prasad is seen by many as future cap-
taincy material. And the Junior World Cup
will give a peek into his abilities as a leader.
Just like it will provide a glimpse into the

Key players of India’s 18-member team for Junior WC

Prasad, the creative outlet

VIVEK SAGAR Prasad made his senior
team debut at an age when most others
fightforaplacein the junior squad.In2018,
aged 17, he became the second-youngest
player torepresent India. Now, he will cap-

Hardest hitter, a drag-flicker

India have three or four options from penalty
corners but Sanjay, the
team’s vice-captain, is
among the best drag-
flickers in this team. He
is considered one of the
hardest hitters of the ball
inthe country,including
the senior players. His
flicks are power-packed
and he’s routinely able to find the corners,
making it difficult to stop. Shardanand Tiwari
isanother good option for India on set-pieces.

The maestro in midfield

India are spoilt for options in midfield but
19-year-old Vishnu
Kant Singh will be
one to watch out for.
He is known for his ex-
ceptional stick skills,
has fast hands and has
impressed coaches
with his decision-
making skills. The
midfielder from Uttar Pradesh has been
with the team for three years and can also

tain the junior team. The crafty centre-half
is the team’s creative outlet. He is constantly
on the move, creating space and making
himself available to receive passes. He'llbe
the key man for India in this tournament.

Hundal, the tall forward

At roughly 6-foot-3-inches, Araijeet

F Singh Hundal is the
tallest player in the
forward line, and one
of the tallest strikers
to play for India. He
has a powerful shot
both on his forehand
and backhand, and his
height gives him a big
advantage in terms of reach. India hasn’t
had a tall forward and Hundal can poten-
tially be that player for the team.

The poacher

Partnering Hundal, the towering forward,
is one of the tiniest
players on the field,
Sudeep Chirmako.
The striker from
Sundergarh proved
his worth during the
Youth Olympics, dis-
playing outstanding
goal-scoring skills and
avery good hockey brain, with the knack
of getting into the right positions at the

der-21 bunch has been together since 2017.  stars of the future. To them, the empty sta-  play as a centre-half. right time. MIHIR VASAVDA
Eight of them, including captain Vivek Sagar ~ dium and the lack of buzz won’t matter
Prasad, were a part of the side thatwonthe ~ much.

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
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ACROSS DOWN

1 Anoted story; not true but 1 Infront by asmall margin (5)
kindly (7) 2 I'mofffood and water (8)

4 Some singers grow up out 3 Makesit correct for me to be
west (5) intails (6)

7 Make sound of alarge vessel 4 Marking a successful

(4)

8 Wentand made good (8)

10 Very poor description of how 5
one fell unconscious

(10)

(433) (4)
12 Striker appears satisfied about 6

everything (6) business (7)
13 Rushwith indecent haste? 9

(6)

examination result

They take one over water or
round a point
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Aviolinist may do this before
and after playing
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ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

The moment has
COMPLEY come to lead other
E‘.(Pl.ﬁuﬁfﬂg' T%F people amerry
|H§$FE'351 dance by taking off
OF IMTERST and making fame and fortune
TRAVEL your ultimate goal. Just to

follow another tack fora
change, your creative powers
are as strong as ever, and you
may look to your own
individual skills and talents.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
It doesn’t matter
whether your
current problems are
intensely personal,
or strictly publicand
professional. All that matters is
that you adopt an open-hearted
approach and welcome other
people into your confidence.
You'll be unhappy with any
actions which require
deception, however small.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Fortunately
consultation with
others comes
naturally to you, but
ifImay make a gentle
observation, you are not always
that good at listening to other
people’s responses. Today you
must take all advice to heart,
evenifit feels as if you've heard
itall before.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

15 Prime conifers doomed (4,_3,3) ] It’s said that you
(5,2,3) ) 11 Adjourn - with scores level? | THIME IT'S can'tjumpin the
18 Qsed by aboxer withouta (3,5) i i TIME FoR LS same river twice.
ring? (8) 12 Wander, heading Middle East This ancient riddle is
19 They go the roundsin it not west (7) T2 MEET AT THE an astrological truth which
however square 14 Goodmaninanew role ] MEEOTIATION makes enormous sense at the
(4) looking after horses (6) i moment: the same conditions
20 Make newer somehow 16 Falls pehmd havmg gathered H will never return, so you must
©) ) nothingin for capital (5) = plan for the future, not live in
21 Children often assumethemin 17 The last word in article about i the past. In other words, life is
play(7) me (4) ; i not arehearsal.
E
Solutions Crossword 4593: Across: 1 Congressman, 9 Nudists, 10 Horse, 11 Earn, 12 ] = LEO Uuly24 -Aug 23)
Untoward, 14 Trip up, 16 Demean, 18 Infantry, 19 Swap, 22 Elder, 23 Outdoor, 24 Slip i ; ltmaybeinyour
of agirl. Down: 2 Order, 3 Gust, 4 Easing, 5 Schooner, 6 Acreage, 7 Entertainer, 8 ¥ T best {nterests to wait
Leading part, 13 Runner-up, 15 Infidel, 17 Cry off, 20 Wooer, 21 Stag. I =il B i awhile longer before
| e ] KN T -z taking too much on
trust or finalising personal
arrangements. Also, you should
now accord partners more
J UM BLED WORDS » respect than has sometimes
Difficulty Level 5s m been the case. It's the least that
Instructions 3 h © they deserve, butit will also
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, 1 E 11317 g 28 8|6 341\ 86|7 reflect well onyou.
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get igi I o | -
the answer for the given qui q. SE fro'm 109 | | - | 3 5 4 E 1 ? E E g VIRGO (Aug 24 -Sep 23)
b o g qh p. Alexander Pope (3.7 (le) must appear ineach of the Blz 4 > =] jpr = Pt It is not like you to
natureisbut____tothee.- Alexander Pope (3.7) © nine vertical columns, in o) 1 67|52 8|3 84 do things on the
< each of the nine horizontal B 1 a 4 9l2|13/8!/5|7 6 1 spur of the moment,
CKAOR EGGTNU - } rowsand in each of the B 1 I 2 i Tt 9 =) 53 5la 7 | ilz o g _ buty(éu E}re now
\ nine boxes. | 0 entering a period of maximum
impatience in your
8 & 3 g 8 7119 6{2]5i4|3 relaptionships aynd atwork. Be
o sure that if you disturb a
HINNT DEESKW a D'f_f'c"'ty Lev:al o 6 418 |: 29 168|175 8514/32 professioneﬂ partnership, the
. . = Vepemsyy o=l 22 g 2 7la =) 528|114 3|9 7|6 results are as desired.
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; ] ] | 7 4 3|2 T g gla’s 1 5 Remember the old saying: act
5s=VeryHard; 6s = 3 b3 (@) i in haste, repent at leisure.
adod J9pUeXI[Y - "99Y] 0] UMOIDJUN LIk N SI aInjeu [y :1amsuy Genius m
AIMIIS TADDNN ‘HININ VO :NOLLNT0S

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

If you have raised
your sights to the
higher questions,
those involving

ethics and morality,

even schemes which recently

appeared to be fraught with

obstacles could become
agreat deal easier. You should
take some of the credit,

but so should someone

who has given you

good, if uncomfortable, advice.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Mercury, planet of
deep thought, is now
intriguingly aligned
with your sign. You

must now therefore develop

original ideas. More than that,
you may benefit from the
absolute determination to
reject anything that no longer
suits your mood.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
You're a complex
person, but then
youdon’t need me
to tell you that. If

you wish, you may continue

the rules and habits of a

lifetime and maintain a

sense of imaginative chaos at

home. If anyone tries to make

you follow their ideas,

just smile sweetly and

ignore them.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Strong financial
indications continue
but with adistinctly
problematic set of

circumstances. Either you'll

make an enormous profit or
you'll be ripped off, there is no
middle way. However, play your
cards with great care and you'll

undoubtedly pick up a

nice bargain.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

If you have your wits

about you at present,

you can soon finally

agree adeal or
transaction which has been
uppermost in your mind fora
very long time. You may,
though, have tofill in the details
atalater date. Next week
should do it, so make your
plans immediately.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

You must now be

prepared to take

snap decisions,

much as this may go
against the grain. If you're in
need of expert advice or
assistance you may wait until
tomorrow. Also, happy to say,
hard effort is likely to bring the
desired monetary
remuneration.

New Delhi
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‘WARNE BACKS CUMMINS

Spinlegend Shane Warne has backed Pat Cummins to be Australia's
next Test captain, saying the time is right for the pace spearhead to take
over the role from Tim Paine. "For me, the time is right to make Pat
Cummins captain, something I thought even before the events of Friday

unfolded," Warne wrotein Australia's 7%e Daily Telegraph.

PTI

— BRIEFLY ——

Chennaiyin beat
Hyderabad 1-0

Bambolim: Chennaiyin FC pulled off
ahard fought 1-Owin over Hyderabad
FC in their opening match of the
Indian Super League here. Vlagyimir
Koman (66th minute) scored from the
spot to give Chennaiyin a crucial lead,
eventually sealing all three points as
Hyderabad were left to rue their
wastefulness in front of goal, espe-
cially in the first half. Hyderabad,
whose average age of the Indian play-
ersin the lineup was just 24, was dealt
amajor blow early on with Halicharan
Narzary limping off in under 10 min-
utes.That did not deter their resolve
to stamp their impression as former
ATK Mohun Bagan man Edu Garcia's
shot was cleared away in a hurry but
Bartholomew Ogbeche could not fol-
low through. PTI

Sen, Kashyaplose in
Round 1

Ba'i: India's Lakshya Sen fought hard
before going down in straight games
to top seed Kento Momota of Japan
in the opening round of the Indonesia
Open Super 1000 event here on
Tuesday.The 21-year-old from
Almora, who had lost in straight
games to Momota in the round of 16
last week, lost 21-23 15-21 to the
two-time world champion from
Japanin 53 minutes. Inanother men's
singles match, Parupalli Kashyap
went down 11-21 14-21 to Loh Kean
Yew of Singapore to bow out of the
competition. PTI

West Indies avoid

follow-on

Colombo:The West Indies was 224-9,
trailing Sri Lanka by 162 runs, when
the third day of the first test was cut
short by persistent drizzle on Tuesday.
Only 38 overs were played, and the
better part of two sessions lost. The
West Indies resumed on 113-6inreply
to Sri Lanka's 386 and rallied in the
morning through overnight batsmen
Kyle Mayers and Jason Holder, who
added 50 to their partnership. They
combined for 63 before Mayers was
caught on 45 by Sri Lanka captain
Dimuth Karunaratne off spinner
Dhanajaya de Silva. AP

BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka 1st innings
386 vs West Indies 224/9 (K Brathwaite
41,KMayers45; PJayawickrama 3/38,
RMendis 3/75)

Messi, Ronaldo
Salah make shortlist

Zurich: Paris St Germain forward
Lionel Messi, Manchester United's
Cristiano Ronaldo and Liverpool's
Mohamed Salah are among the 11
players shortlisted for The Best FIFA
Men's Player award, the world gov-
erning body said. They are joined by
last year's winner Robert
Lewandowski of Bayern Munich,
Manchester City playmaker Kevin De
Bruyne and Chelsea duo N'Golo Kante
and Jorginho. Women's Super League
players dominate the women's award
with Arsenal's Vivianne Miedema,
City duo Lucy Bronze and Ellen White
and Chelsea quartet Sam Kerr,
Magdalena Eriksson, Pernille Harder
and Ji So-yun all in contention. The
winners will be announced on
January 17. REUTERS

SANDIPG
KANPUR,NOVEMBER 23

ASTROLL around the Green Park Stadium is
anassault onyour senses. It hits the ears first.
The incessant squeal of tyres, the screech of
rubber horns, songs belting from loudspeak-
ers in e-rickshaws. Then it strikes the eyes,
the riot of colours — the crisp white shades of
elaborately-decorated hawelis, the crum-
bling plaster of houses revealing brown
bricks, the near-dilapidated red-bricked mills
long shut, the brown rust of shutters. The
stench from the garbage disposal unit across
the road, the odour of paan melting with the
fragrance from the flower stalls.

The vicinity is frozen somewhere be-
tween the past and present. Like the stadium
itself, neither too old-world nor too modern-
day. The paradox is as pronounced inside the
stadium. One half is roofed, stands decked
with plastic seats, the other is uncovered and
without seats,and when the breeze hits, you
could watch the poplar trees swaying, as
though in anger.

Some fear modernity would destroy the
soul of the stadium, like it did to Chepauk
when the large pillars were demolished, and
its proud heritage would be lost forever. The
Green Parklooks the age, but it makes no pre-
tensions of blushful youth. But it still likes
basking in the glorious tales of its youth.

Some others feel the soul needs a differ-
entbody and often strike a comparison with
the crumbled Lal Imli building and the Elgin
Mills, from where derives the name of the
Mills End. It's the paradox of Green Park,ina
sense it's the paradox of the city too.

The rest of the state has been busy wiping
out colonial and Mughal-era names, but not
Kanpur. At least, alot of old names are intact.
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| hid beside the wall and
listened to him. He was
talking to himself, ‘l am not
aboundary hitter,lama
poor batsman who runs alot
of singles. Please run
singles for me.’ It wenton
for a few minutes before he
cleared his mind and joined
the others outside.”

SUNIL CHATURVEDI,
FORMER CRICKETER AND MATCH
REFEREE ON A GAVASKAR DISMISSAL

From the outside, it doesn’t
seem that the people are
mad about cricket, but the
moment a match starts, the
stadiumis filled. People
literally jump from
everywhere to watch.”

CHATURVEDI,
ONCRICKET CULTURE INKANPUR

Alandscape view of the Green
Park Stadium during a training
session of the Indian Test team
on Tuesday. P11

INDIA VERSUS NEW ZEALAND TEST SERIES

Green Park: A bridge between eras

Unlike modern behemoths, the venue of the first Test match is frozen somewhere between the past and present

1 B

TICKET Wikvow

Workers put up queue stands; people
line up to buy tickets for the first Test in
Kanpur. Sandip G

Like the Carmac Street, or the Harcourt Butler
Technical University, built after one of the
town’s British Governors, Spencer Harcourt
Butler. Even the Green Park stadium owes its
name to Madam Green, who used to prac-
tice horse riding at the venue. A few metres
away from the stadium is the Bob Woolmer
Park, after the English cricketer who was
born here. There is a ward in the hospital he
was born named after him too.

It's this paradox that makes Green Park
unique too. And the stories and storytellers.
It might not be the grandest of venues, or the
most post-modern one around, or even the
most relevant one, but it’s chaotic charm is
unmatched. What the locals call the “rooh.”

The old dressing room was a small two-
room construction demarcated by a half-
wall, where the sports hostel students spent
their non-cricketing, non-cinema hours
playing table tennis. Dragging the creaky

table to a room in the basement was their
first chore before a big game, before they
would tidy the room and make it look gleam-
ing fresh. Match-days were a hazy blur of
star-struck days. “No selfies, no cameras, but
the memories we have are as clear and beau-
tiful as the highest resolution pictures,” says
former cricketer and match referee Sunil
Chaturvedi.

Tales of Sunny and Imran

It's just like yesterday that he remembers
a hot Kanpur afternoon and an irate Sunil
Gavaskar. He and friend Shashikant
Khandekar, also alocal legend, were the 13th
and 14th men, watching the game from an
awning beside the boundary, when Gavaskar
was run out after a mix-up with Gundappa
Viswanath for a 180-ball 52.

“Gavaskar tapped the ball to mid-on and
took off, but Vishy took a couple of steps and

then ran back. lan Botham rifled in a throw
and he was caught short of the ground. He
was furious from the moment Vishy turned
him down,” recollects Chaturvedi.

Young Chaturvedi stealthily followed him
to the dressing room, where he sat in a cor-
ner brooding and slipped into a soliloquy. “I
hid beside the wall and listened to him. He
wias talking to himself, ‘l am not a boundary
hitter,am a poor batsman who runs a lot of
singles. Please run singles for me.’ It went on
for afew minutes before he cleared his mind
and joined the others outside,” he says.

Afew years later, with the burning ambi-
tion to open with Gavaskar, he boarded the
train to Mumbai, and they ended up as col-
leagues in the same company, apart from
batting together in a few Duleep Trophy
matches. He later settled in Mumbai, but
every time there is a match at the Green Park
stadium, his memory rummages through a

PRACTICE NOTES

Coach Dravid starts to get a feel of the spotlight again

SANDIPG
KANPUR, NOVEMBER 23

ASTHE morning nip gave way to midday sun,
the stadium slipped into a siesta. The tired
policemen stumbled onto their chairs, the
groundsmen sprawled onto the grass beside
the fence, and scattered officials broke for
lunch. Outside the stadium, the ceaseless
procession of traffic faded out. Then, as if
woken by a sudden alarm, they scrambled
onto their feet, gave up what they were do-
ing, and rushed to the nearest vantage point.

That was just the time Rahul Dravid
walked out onto the ground for India’s prac-
tice session, and everybody wanted to have
an eyeful of Dravid. Flicking out their smart-
phone, they photographed him in a mad
tizzy. Some craned their neck and body to
manufacture an ambitious selfie, all the
while chorusing “Dravid, Dravid...” so loud
that their echoes filled the stadium.

In his return to the national team in the
coach avatar, the adulation of him seems to
have only magnified. For the next half an
hour or so, they seldom took their eyes off
him. An urgency marking his brisk strides,
he sprinted to the practice turf, pressed the
surface with his shoes, and proceeded to the
batting end and shadow-batted a forward
defensive, as though he could read the mind

e

India coach Rahul Dravid had a bowl
during practice in Kanpur. P1I

of the assembled audience.

He repeated the same routine in each of
the three nets, before rushing to the centre
square, where the pitch to be used for the
game was neatly wrapped in green tarpau-

lin. Carefully, the groundsmen unwrapped
the pitch. Dravid crouched for a closer glance
or two and then quickly returned to the bat-
ting nets, where again he was greeted vocif-
erously by the rapturous gathering. Even the
grisly middle-aged policemen with twirly
moustaches had turned fan-boys.

Some time later, their fervent wish
seemed answered. Dravid picked up the bat
and put on a pair of gloves. Only that he was
not going to bat in the conventional sense,
but give the slips-men catching practice.
Even then he struggled to locate the edge,
some internalised habits never die, and the
intended edges flew more like late-cuts, too
fast for some of them.

He found a solution to produce more gen-
uine edges. He asked the thrower to bowl
wider and he moved a yard away from his
original perch. The intention being playing
as much as away from the body. Again, he
would be drawn to play the ball as close to
the body as possible. Old habits, as they say,
die hard. Orin his case not die at all.

Slips session over, he relocated his perch
to the business end, the main nets, closer to
the fanboys, whose smartphone cameras
again flickered in a mad tizzy. He stood like a
rock—well, a wall—-monkishly observing the
players, his hands on hips and occasionally
walking up to them for, seemingly, an input
or perhaps a casual observation.

With Rahul injured, opportunity
knocks for Suryakumar, Iyer

Kanpur: Nets sessions are often, though not
always, precursors to a team's strategies. It
could throw a hint on who is likely to play
and who is not. The first ones to bat are of-
ten the likeliest to be in the first
eleven as well. The first three to bat
for India were Shubman Gill,
Cheteshwar Pujara and Mayank
Agarwal, the likeliest top three, as
regulars KLRahul isinjured (mus-
cle strain) and Rohit Sharma has
opted to rest for the series.

Gill, who missed the England

off-stump with a barrage of balls in the cor-
ridor, some that jagged into him and some
others that held the line.

In a separate enclosure of nets were
Suryakumar Yadav and Shreyas
Iyer, Mumbai teammates.

At least one of them would
likely make their debut the day af-
ter. It was hard to tell who. Iyer was
mostly facing spinners, without a
cap, his flowing mane girdled by a
hair bow.

Yadav was batting with a bat

series due to a stress injury on his One of either  thatresembled alarge plank of wood
leg, first faced aleft-arm seamer,to  Suryakumar  with wafer-thin edges. A little later,
get himself accustomed to the an- orShreyaslyer Yadav joined Ajinkya Rahane and
gles for Neil Wagner, though the islikelytobe  Wriddhiman Saha at the main nets,
bowler was of muchinferior quality givenamiddle while Iyer unstrapped his pads, did
to the Kiwi enforcer. Gill, though, orderslot. a bit of catching practice and began

was restrained, inclined to leave as

many balls as possible and resisting

the urge to play on the rise, as it could be a
tricky stroke to play on the ground with a his-
tory of invariable bounce. Soon, Ishant
Sharma replaced him and struck a lovely
rhythm and tested his discretion outside the

bowling his leg-breaks.

Yadav batted deep into the
evening, suggesting that he, who was not in
the original squad, has a heads-up over lyer,
who was in the original squad for the series.
Then again, net sessions are not definitive in-
dicators of a playing eleven. ENS

pile of recollections. One such had the whole
of those assembled in a trance. “There was
nothing like the sight of Imran Khan prepar-
ing for the nets. He first runs 13-14 rounds
around the stadium, then does his warm-ups
and slowly, gracefully, puts his gear, one by
one,” he says.

Not only Chaturverdi, who was a cricketer
and is cricket tragic, but even the common
man, unstained by pretensions and nuanced
perceptions of the game, could rattle out sto-
ries. Some of them are young enough to not
have watched Malcolm Marshall’s scorching
spell,or Mohammed Azharuddin’s Test hun-
dred, or further back Jasu Patel’s nine-wicket
haulinIndia’s first-ever victory over Australia,
but describe as though they have seenit, sto-
ries passed on by their fathers and grandfa-
thers, often with a hyperbolic spin.

It’s how cricket stories perpetuate in
Kanpur, not as photographs or literature, but
as memories passed on through generations.
Lend your ears, and you could spent the
whole day listening to their memories, sip-
ping chai and nibbling kaju masoor namkeen
and vaho pakodi. It's something that contin-
ues to surprise Chaturvedi.

“From the outside, it doesn’t seem that
the people are mad about cricket, but the
moment a match starts, the stadiumis filled.
People literally jump from everywhere to
watch,” he says.

So much so that the outer walls kept get-
ting higher. Besides, there is a heavily
guarded perimeter road to ensure that no
one sneaks in, though stories are rife of many
giving the policemen a slip. “In Kanpur,
everything is possible,” says Chaturvedi,
chuckling.

It’s a city that can be at the same time
pragmatic and romantic.

Like the Green Park tself.

New Zealand
may field three
spinners: Stead

Kanpur: New Zealand coach Gary Stead has
hinted thatif the conditions demand, the vis-
iting side may field three specialist spinners
against India in the first Test, starting here on
Thursday. Stead also feels that their two-Test
series against India won't feature the kind of
tracks that England got in Ahmedabad dur-
ing their series against Virat Kohli's men.

"You have to look and realise how teams
come here often and don't win. That's the
enormity of obvious challenge," Stead said
during a media conference outlining what
playing Test matches in India mean.

"The traditional way of playing four seam-
ers and one part-time spinner can't be the
way to go over here. You may see three spin-
ners playing in this game and that will be de-
cided once we have a look at the surface,”
Stead said while making it clear that
Mumbai-born left-arm spinner Ajaz Patel
looks like a sure-shot starter. Stead said while
basic tenets of Test cricket is the same, the ap-
proach has to change.

"From our perspective, we have to change
the way we play but also sticking to some of
the key principles of Test cricket.”

Asked if he would speak to the grounds-
men considering what happened during the
last home Tests that India played against
England, the coach replied: "I don't think [
really get to have a say in that." PTI
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