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JOINTCOMMITTEEOFPARLIAMENT’SPERSONALDATAPROTECTIONBILL

In legislation’sambit:non-personal
data;2yrs for transitionto fiduciaries

RAVISHTIWARI
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

WIDENING THE ambit of the
Personal Data Protection Bill to
include non-personal data and
data collection by electronic
hardware,andtreatingallsocial
mediaassocialmediaplatform,
are among key suggestions be-
lieved to have been pushed by
the Joint Committee of

Parliament (JCP) after almost
twoyearsof scrutiny.
Thefinalsetofrecommenda-

tions of the committee and dis-
sentnotesbyhalf-a-dozenmem-
bersfromOppositionpartiesare
likely tobe tabled in thecoming
wintersessionofParliament.
Chaired by P P Chaudhary,

the JCP met Monday to adopt
recommendations on the Bill
thatwillhaveabearingonthe
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Param Bir gets
SC relief from
arrest; very
much in India,
says counsel

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
gave former Mumbai Police
Commissioner ParamBir Singh
protection from arrest in con-
nectionwith inquiries initiated
againsthimbytheMaharashtra
government,withhiscounselin-
formingthecourtthat“heisvery
much in India but apprehends
actionsbeing takenby theState
ofMaharashtra”.
Issuing notice on a plea by

Singhagainst the September16
Bombay High Court judgment
dismissinghispetitionchalleng-
ing the two preliminary in-
quiriesinitiatedbythestategov-
ernment, a bench of Justices
SKKaulandMMSundreshsaid
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MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

ASMANYassevenMPsfromthe
Congress, Trinamool Congress
and the BJD have given dissent
notes to the Joint Committee of
ParliamentonthePersonalData
Protection Bill after the panel
adopteditsreportat itsmeeting
Monday.Almostallofthemhave
objected to a clause that allows

the Union Government to ex-
empt any agency under its
purviewfromthelaw.Theyhave
alsoflaggedotherdeficienciesin
theBill and in the report.
While Congress MP Jairam

Ramesh, inhis dissentnote, ob-
jected to Section 35 saying it
“gives unbridled powers to the
central government to exempt
any agency from the entire Act
itself” and and Section 12 (a) (i)

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Courtesy SC’s push, this
Dalit student moves
closer to his IIT dream
SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

BUOYEDBY the SupremeCourt
rulingMonday that ordered au-
thorities to create a seat for him
inIIT-Bombay,wherehewasde-
nied admission due to a techni-
calglitchthatstalledpaymentof
acceptancefeeswithinthedead-
line,theDalitstudentatthecen-
treofitallsaysheneverlostheart
inthefight to fulfillhisdream.
“Istronglyfeltthatmygriev-

ancewas genuine,” said Prince,
whoturns18onNovember25.
Barely twogenerations ago,

his family tilledthe landofoth-
ers, struggling at the lowest

rungof thesocial ladderinUttar
Pradesh's Shamli district. So it
hardly cameasa surprise tohis
family that he would leave no
stone unturned to secure that
IIT seat.
OnMonday,aSupremeCourt

bench of Justices D Y Chandra-
chud andA S Bopanna directed
theJointSeatAllocationAuthority
(JoSAA),whichmanagesandreg-
ulates the admissions, to allot a
seat to Prince. Thebench said “it
would be a great travesty of
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BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

Things
becoming
curiouser&
curiouser,
saysSC

Pandemic
year sees
sharp fall in
Kerala births

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER22

ASKERALAbattledaragingpan-
demic—whenworkfromhome
wasthenormandlakhsofexpa-
triates returned to the state —
the statewitnessed a sharp fall
in live births in the first nine
months of 2021, according to
data from the state’s Chief
Registrarof BirthandDeaths.
Data showthatwhileKerala

hasbeenwitnessingasteadyfall
in birth numbers, the fall this
yearhasbeenthesteepest– the
pre-pandemic year registered
4.80lakhbirths,whichdropped
to 4.53 lakh in 2020, before
plunging to 2.17 lakh as of
September30 thisyear.
In the first sixmonthsof this

year,thenumberofbirthsregis-
tered ranged from a low of
27,534 (inFebruary) toahighof
32,969 (June). However, since
then, in the months of July,
August and September, the
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THEBILLwasintroduced
inthewakeof thecoun-
try’s flourishingdigital
economyandtheSCde-
claringprivacyasafunda-
mentalright in2017.The
legislationseekstosafe-
guarddigitalprivacyof in-
dividualsandprovidea
rule-basedframeworkfor
thedigitaleconomy.

Guarding
digital
privacy

Platformsaspublishers,penalties, checking
electronichardwaremayfigure indraftdataBill

Why sweeping powers to Govt
to give exemptions: Opp dissent

SC GIVES48HRSTO
ADMIT STUDENT TO
IIT PAGE 9
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Draft data Bill
flourishingdigitaleconomyinthe
country.
The JCP is believed to be in

favour ofwidening the ambit of
the legislationto includenot just
personal data but non-personal
data aswell. TheproposedData
ProtectionAuthority(DPA),itbe-
lieves,shouldbealargerumbrella
to handle non-personal data as
well.Andforthis,theJCPfeelsthat
furtherpolicy/legalframeworkon
non-personal data in future
shouldbemadepartofthislegis-
lation,andnotaseparate legisla-
tion. Apart fromother industrial
databases,thenon-personaldata
willalsoincludeanonymisedper-
sonal data under the proposed
changes.
Apart from the digital/soft-

ware companies, the JCP is be-
lieved tohave favouredbringing
datacollectionbyelectronichard-
ware (telecomgears, IoTetc)un-
dertheambitofthislawitself.The
legislation, as introduced, does
nothave anyprovision tokeepa
checkonhardwaremanufactur-
ers thatcollectdatathroughdig-
italdevices.Giventhisbackdrop,
theJCPisbelievedtobeinfavour
of suggesting incorporation of
newclausesinthelegislationthat
will allowDPA to frame regula-
tions towards data handling by
hardwaremanufacturersandre-
latedentities.
This, in away,will allowDPA

to create a frameworkproviding
formonitoring, testingandcerti-
fication to ensure integrity of
hardware equipment to guard
againstanyseedingthatmaylead
tobreachofpersonaldata.
Bringing all socialmedia in-

termediaries (governed by IT
Rules)tightlyunder itsambitby
redesignatingthemassocialme-
dia platforms is believed to be
another JCPwish. Likewise, it is
believedtohavefavouredthatall
socialmedia platforms (which
donot act as intermediaries) be
treatedaspublishersandbeheld
accountableforthecontentthey
host.Forthem,thecommitteeis
believedtohavesuggestedthata
statutorymedia regulatory au-
thoritymaybesetupforregula-
tion of content on such plat-
forms.
The committee, however, is

learnt tohave favouredgranting
exceptionstosmallerfirmsabout
theprincipleofprivacybydesign
envisaged in the legislation. For
this purpose, the DPAmay be
vestedwithsomeavenuetomake
regulationstograntexceptionsto
data fiduciaries belowa certain
thresholdwith apurpose tonot
hamperthegrowthof firmsthat
canbeclassifiedunderMSMEs.
It is believed that the JCPhas

considered recommending an
approximateperiodof24months
be provided to data fiduciaries
anddataprocessorstowardstran-
sitionoftheirpolicies,infrastruc-
tureandprocessesfortheimple-
mentationoftheprovisionsofthis
lawafter its notification. During
thisperiod,aphasedimplemen-
tationisproposedwithsetdead-
linesforinstitutingDPA,registra-
tion of data fiduciaries,
adjudicators and appellate tri-
bunalsetc.
TheJCPisalsobelievedtohave

favoured a specific timeline for
thedatafiduciariestoreportdata
breachwith72hoursbeingcon-
sideredarealisticandfinitetime-
frame.
Thecommittee,however,was

believed tobeagainst informing
everyoddandsundrydatabreach
to thedata principal by thedata
fiduciary. Instead, itwas consid-
ering the recommendation that
theDPAmust firstof all take into
accountthepersonaldatabreach
and the severity of harmbefore
directing a data fiduciary to in-
formdatabreachtoindividuals.
Thecommittee isbelieved to

havefavouredamoreexhaustive
definitionof a consentmanager
andrecommendedthatthedefi-
nition of harm should include
psychological manipulation
whichimpairsautonomyofaper-
son.
Whileseveralmembersofthe

committee belonging to
Oppositionpartieshave submit-
ted dissent notes to provisions
thatappeargivinganeasypassto
the government, the committee
wasbelievedtobeagreeabletoan
enhancedroleoftheCentralgov-
ernment inmatters like transfer
ofdataoutsidethecountryandis-
sue directions to theDPAother
thanpolicyaswell.Whilethiswill
allowthegovernmenttogivedi-
rectionstotheDPA,thecommit-

teewasbelievedtobeoftheview
thatthegovernment’sdirections
toDPAshouldbedisclosedinan-
nualreports.
It isbelievedtobeoftheview

that the Central government
mustensurethatdatalocalisation
provisionsunder this legislation
arefollowedinletterandspiritby
all local and foreign entities and
Indiamustmovetowardsdatalo-
calisation gradually once the
proper infrastructure andestab-
lishment of Data Protection
Authorityiscompleted.
The issueof penalties in case

of violations is believed to have
been a bone of disagreement
amongmembersofthecommit-
tee.

Opp dissent
arguingthatitcreates“certainex-
ceptions for governments and
government agencies from the
provisions of consent,” his party
colleagueManishTewariislearnt
to have opposed the Bill in its
presentforminitsentiretysaying
thereisaninherentdesignflaw.
Their party colleagueGaurav

Gogoi, too, is learnt to have ob-
jected to thewide exemptions
providedtothegovernmentand
itsagenciesunderSection12and
35of theBill.Hehasalso flagged
concerns over the lack of atten-
tion paid to harms arising from
surveillance andeffort to estab-
lish amodern surveillance net-
work;lackofparliamentaryover-
sight;regulationofnon-personal
data under the framework and
failure to quantify penalties.
CongressMPVivekTankha,too,is
learnttohavegivenadissentnote.
In their joint dissent note,

Trinamool CongressMPsDerek
O’ Brien andMahuaMoitra are
learnt to have said the Bill lacks
adequate safeguards to protect

therighttoprivacyofdataprinci-
pals--inotherwords,theperson,
company, or entitywhose infor-
mationisbeingcollected.Thesev-
enthMPwhogaveadissentnote
isBJD’sAmarPatnaik.
Tewariislearnttohaveargued

that theBill creates twoparallel
universes – one for the private
sectorwhereitwouldapplywith
fullrigorandoneforgovernment
where it is riddledwith exemp-
tions, carve outs and escape
clauses.He is also learnt tohave
said that thedefinitionof a child
shouldbedifferent for accessing
differentcategoriesof contentor
data.
The TMCMPs raised ques-

tions on the functioning of the
committee saying it rushed
through itsmandate not giving
enoughtimeandopportunityfor
stakeholders’consultations.They
are learnt to have raised objec-
tions on the report for including
non-personaldatawithintheam-
bitof thelaw.
O’BrienandMoitraare learnt

tohave said that the committee
has failed to introduce proper
safeguardsinClause35toprevent
itsmisuse.Theyarelearnttohave
saidthattheselectionprocessfor
membersandthechairpersonof
the proposed Data Protection
Authorityhasheavyinvolvement
of theCentralgovernment.
In his note,whichheposted

on his Twitter handle, Ramesh
said:“Governments andgovern-
ment agencies are treated as a
separate privileged classwhose
operations and activities are al-
waysinthepublicinterestandin-
dividual privacy considerations
aresecondary.”
He said “the idea that the

August 2017Puttaswamy judg-
mentoftheSupremeCourtisrel-
evant only for a very, very, very

tinysectionoftheIndianpopula-
tionis, inmyview,deeplyflawed
andtroublingandisonethatIto-
tallyreject.”
RameshflaggedSection35as

giving unbridled powers to the
Central government to exempt
anyagencyfromtheentireActit-
self.Hesaidthathehadsuggested
that the Centre seek
Parliamentary approval for ex-
emptinganyof itsagencies from
thepurviewofthelaw.
“Iwaswillingtocompromise

provided the JCP had recom-
mended that the reasons for ex-
emptionthatwouldberecorded
inwriting as provided for in the
Bill would be tabled in both
HousesofParliament.Thiswould
bringgreater accountability and
transparency, but even thatwas
notfoundacceptable,”hesaid.
Referring to thePuttaswamy

case, Tewari is learnt tohave ar-
guedthataprovisomaybeadded
to Clause 35 that no exemption
shall be granted till the time it is
judicially determined by the
Appellate Tribunal provided for
theBillinClause68.Besides,any-
bodyshouldhavetherighttoap-
proachtheTribunaltellingitwhy
such an exemption should or
shouldnotbegranted.

Dalit student
justice if theyoungDalit student
isdeniedadmissionfornon-pay-
mentof fees”.
Invoking Article 142,which

enablestheapexcourttopassor-
ders as is necessary to ensure
“complete justice” in a pending
matter, the bench asked the au-
thoritiestohandlethecase“with
a humanitarian approach” and
pointed out “only bureaucracy”
wasstandingintheway.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

Princesaid:“Igrewuplisteningto

my father narrating the travails
andoppressionthatourancestors
had to face. Education ensured
thathecouldmovetothecityand
geta job inDelhiPoliceasa con-
stable.Heensuredthebestqual-
ityeducationformeandmyelder
brotherandthreesisters.Withed-
ucationcomesself-respectanda
lifeofdignity.”
Prince'smother, AshaDevi,

said:“Kaafitootgayethhehumlog.
Ab bahut accha lag raha hai (We
were shattered.Now it's feeling
great).”
AresidentofUP'sGhaziabad,

Prince securedanAll IndiaRank
of 25,894 and Scheduled Caste
rank864inJEEAdvanced2021.It
was his second attempt, andhe
wasallottedaseatatIIT-Bombay's
civilengineeringbranch.
“The admission process re-

quiresacandidatetosubmitmed-
ical certificates. Obtaining that
tooksometime.OnOctober29, I
uploaded thedocuments on the
JoSAAportal.Onthenextday,my
eldersister,whoworksasaclerk
with India Post, transferred Rs
15,000,which is the acceptance
fee. However, the JOSAAportal
keptshowingerrormessagesasI
tried to pay. That day I had vac-
cine-induced fever, too, forcing
me to go to sleep early," Prince
said.
"On themorning of October

31,Iwenttoacybercafeandtried
repeatedlytopaybutthesameer-
ror messages came up and I
missed the noon deadline," he
said.
At 12.29 pm, Prince sent an

emailtoJoSAA,describingtherea-
sonbehindhisinabilitytopaythe
fees to IITKharagpur,whichhad
organised the JEEAdvanced this
year.“Imadeseveralcalls,too.But
October31beingaSunday,noone
pickedup. A fewhours later, ac-
companied bymy father Jaibir
Singh, I left for Kolkata by flight,
and then took a train to
Kharagpur,”Princesaid.
“Thenextday,wereachedthe

campusby9am,buttheauthor-
ities expressed their inability to
makeanyinterventionandfinda
solution.Whilereturning,onthe
train itself I decided to approach
thecourt...Initially,wethoughtof
approaching theAllahabadHigh
Court aswe are residents of UP,
butthenalawyersuggestedthat
we knock on the doors of the
BombayHighCourt,”hesaid.
AftertheBombayHighCourt

dismissed his petition, Prince,
through his father, moved the
SupremeCourt.
After clearing Class 10 from

Fatima Convent School in
Ghaziabad,Princetookadmission
inDelhi Public School (Meerut
Road) on a merit scholarship
basedonhismatriculationmarks
and cleared Class 12 by scoring
95.6 per cent. “I could not have
studiedinDPSwithouttheschol-
arship,”hesaid.
Sincehis 2020 JEE advanced

rankwas “not good enough” to
landhimaberthat the“old IITs”,
he took admission at Motilal
Nehru National Institute of
Technology,Allahabad.
“But I kept preparing for JEE

Advancedalso. Ididnottakereg-
ularcoaching,butsignedupfora
month-longcrashcourseoffered
byBansalClasses,"hesaid.
Pointingoutthatoneofhissis-

ters is pursuing a graduation in
mathematics, Prince said:
“Education can help us move
ahead in life.Myancestors tilled
on the landof others. Education
helpedmyfathermovefromthe
villagetothecity.Personally,Idid
notfaceanytauntsovermyDalit
identity, but I know it remains a
livedrealityformany,particularly
inruralareas.”

Param Bir Singh
it foundthedevelopments “very
disturbing” and thingswerebe-
coming“curiouserandcuriouser
in the battle between the then
Home Minister and the then
PoliceCommissioner”.
“Letnoticeissuetotherespon-

dentsreturnableon06.12.2021.In
themeantime,thepetitionershall
jointheinvestigationbutshallnot
bearrested,”thebenchordered.
Onthepreviousdateofhear-

ing, the bench had told Singh’s
counselthat itwillnothearhim
unless it knows his where-
abouts.
OnMonday,SeniorAdvocate

PuneetBali, appearing for Singh,
informedthebenchthat“thepe-
titioner isverymuchinIndiabut
apprehends actions being taken
by theStateofMaharashtra”.He
alsopointedoutthattheprayerin
thepetitionwastodirect theCBI
to inquire and investigate crimi-
nalconspiracycharges.
Bali pointed out that the SC

had dismissedDesmukh’s plea
seekingquashingofthecasesreg-
isteredbyCBIovercorruptional-
legationslevelledbySinghagainst
himand that “therefore, it is the
CBIwhichshouldinvestigateinto
the complete affairs andnot the
Statepoliceinwhomhedoesnot
appeartohavefaithnow,despite
havingheadedthesame...”
To buttress this, the counsel

alsoreferredthecourttoSingh’s
April 19, 2021 letter to the CBI
Director,wherehisconversation
with Sanjay Pandey,
Commissioner of Police, was
recordedwhen he had gone to
meethimasamatterofcourtesy
to formallyhandovercharge.
“Hehassetout the transcript

of theWhatsAppmessages ex-
changed in pursuance towhat
hadtranspired.Thesumandsub-
stanceof thediscussionwasthat

thematterwasbroachedby the
Commissionerwhoadvisedhim
nottofightagainstthesystemand
ineffectwithdrawthelettersent
to the Chief Minister making
complaints against the Home
Minister,asotherwisetheconse-
quences could be varied. We
wouldnotliketodelvemoreinto
thisissue,”thebenchsaidinitsor-
der.
Makingitsconcernsclear,the

courtsaidinitsorder,“Wedofind
the picture very disturbing. An
earlier Commissioner seems to
show lack of faith in the police!
Wewonderwhatwouldhappen
to the commonman andwhat
kindof faithwould theyhave in
the police. Thematter has be-
comecuriouserandcuriouser in
the battle between the then
Home Minister and the then
PoliceCommissioner”.
Bali contended that the HC

had dismissed the petition at a
preliminary stageon theground
that Singhmust approach the
Central Administrative Tribunal
as the issue raised is of the serv-
iceofthepetitionerwiththeState
Government.
Onthis,theSCsaid“primafa-

cie, this (sending it to CAT)may
notbe the appropriate courseof
action”.
It said “the only question

which has to be examined is
whether inviewof theCBI look-
ing into thematter, theother as-
pects arising are also to be en-
trustedtotheCBI.Thestandofthe
CBIandtheStateGovernmentare
also not known as the Writ
Petition stands decided on a
threshold point of sending it to
the Central Administrative
Tribunal.Primafacie,thismaynot
be the appropriate course of ac-
tion”.
InMumbai, theMaharashtra

Police said itwould abideby the
protectionfromarrestgrantedto
Singhby theSupremeCourt but
said itwould informthecourt at
thenexthearingthathe isapro-
claimedoffender in five cases in
thestateandthatitneedshiscus-
tody.
AseniorofficertoldTheIndian

Express, "Wedonot know if the
orderreferstothecasesregistered
inMaharashtraaswell.However,
since the Supreme Court has
given him protection, we will
abideby it.However,wewill tell
the court at thenext hearing on
December 6 that he is a pro-
claimedoffender and that there
are five FIRs registered against
himandwewouldwanttoques-
tionhim,"theofficersaid.
InMaharashtra, Singh faces

fiveFIRsrelatedtoextortion,two
open inquiries by the Anti
CorruptionBureauandtwoother
inquiries into his conduct as
Mumbai Police Commissioner.
After he failed to appear before
the Justice (retired) K U
Chandiwal Commission, awar-
rant was issued against him.
Further, the Mumbai Crime
Branchthat'sprobinganextortion
case against Singhapproacheda
court that declared him a pro-
claimedoffender.

WITHMOHAMEDTHAVER,
MUMBAI
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births averaged around
10,000, withSeptembersee-
ing 12,227 registered births.
Sources said that at this rate,
2021 is set to witness the
biggest year-on-year fall in
birth figures in Kerala in the
last one decade – a drop that
will have a far-reaching im-
pactonKerala'sdemography
in thecomingyears.
In 2010, Kerala registered

5.46 lakh live births, which
went up to 5.6 lakh in 2011.

Since then, the number of
births has been on a decline,

barring a small jump in 2017
(seebox).

Keralahasbeenregistering
100 per cent registration of
birthsinruralandurbanareas,
with 98.96 per cent of them
being institutional deliveries.
In 2019, asmanyas87.03per
centbirthsinKeralawerereg-
isteredwithin21daysofbirth.
DatafromtheDepartment

of Non-Resident Keralites
Affairs show that 14.63 lakh
expatsflewintoKerala,mainly
from the Middle East, in 13
monthsstartingMay2020.
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In thisepisode,Raakhi JaggaandAmil
Bhatnagar joinhostSnigdhaSharmato
discusshowthe lawswillberepealed,
importanthighlights fromtheprotest, the
roleofwomenin it, andtheirown
experiencesas journalistscovering it
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Pandemic yr sees sharp fall in Kerala births

HIMACHAL PRADESH
JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division, Baggi invites tenders on behalf of Governor of
Himachal Pradesh from approved eligible contractors for the following works(s) through e- tend-
ing process :-

Last date of filling/uploading the tender through e-tendering: 29/11/2021 upto 05.00PM.

The tender form and other detail and condition can be obtained from the website https://hptenders.gov.in or
from office of Jal Shakti Division Baggi upto the date specified above.

Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti Division, Baggi.5064/HP

Sr.
No

Name of work E/Cost Earnest
Money

Time limit

1 Providing CAD work in Zone No. 2 & 3 of Balh Valley
Medium Irrigation Project in Distt. Mandi (H.P.) (SH:- Laying,
jointing and testing of HDPE pipes in Distribution Network &
New Proposed pipes by replacing Existing RCC pipes, C/O
284 Nos. Outlet Chamber, C/O De-Silting/Sedimentation
Tank (Zone- 2 & 3) ). (Under HIMCAD).

Rs.
1,98,31,882/-

Rs.
2,31,100/-

One Year

2 Augmentation of Various WSS for Group of villages in GP
Lot, Jahal & Kandi Kamrunag in Tehsil Chachyot Distt.
Mandi (HP). (SH:- Site devolvement, C/O 2 No. retaining
walls behind pump house, C/O Head weir, C/O Source
intake with sanitary protection/ sealing of source=1 No.,
C/O 22 No. Roughening filter intake chamber, C/O RCC
Sedimentation tank=20,000 Ltrs cap., C/O RCC Filter bed
of 46.00 Sqm cap. in 2 units, C/O RCC Sump well cum
Clear water tank of 35,000 ltrs cap.=2 No., C/O RCC dome
type sub delivery tank at Node F=65,000 ltrs cap., C/O
RCC Sump well/ clear water tank of 20,000 ltrs cap.=1 No.,
C/O RCC clear water tank of 15,000 ltrs cap.=1 No., C/O 11
Nos. RCC clear water tanks of 10,000 ltrs cap. each, C/O 2
No. Pump house and attendant room above 50HP, providing
electrical installation to 2No. Pump houses, C/O WC/toilet
attach with pump house with providing water supply and
sanitary fitting and electrical installation). UNDER JJM.

.
1,12,31,644/-

Rs.
1,45,000/-

One Year

3 Augmentation of Various WSS for Group of villages in GP
Lot, Jahal & Kandi Kamrunag in Tehsil Chachyot Distt.
Mandi (HP). ( SH:- Laying , jointing , testing & carriage of
GM pipe of 80 mm dia & Providing Laying , jointing , testing
& carriage of MS pipe of 80 mm dia in R/Main with flanged
and butt welded joints & Supply and Erection of Pumping
Centrifugal Pumping Machinery with complete accessories
for 1st and 2nd stage ) (Under JJM)

Rs.

35,76,264/-

Rs.

61,200/-

Six

Months

4 C/O WSS Badhu Killing Chhamyar Rajwari and Sali in
District Mandi(HP).(SH:- Laying, Jointing, testing and
carriage of GI pipe and Providing laying, Jointing, testing
and carriage of MSERW pipe with flanged and butt welded
joints in Rising Main & Supplying and Errection of
Submersible & Centrifugal Pumping Machinery with
complete accessories) (Under SCSP ).

Rs.

54,37,139/-

Rs.

86,900/-

Six

Months

5 Improvement of LWSS Goda Gagal in GP Goda Gagal
Tehsil Balh Distt.Mandi (HP). (SH:- Laying,Jointing, testing
and carriage of Rising main GI pipe with flanged and butt
welded joints & Supplying and Erection of Submersible &
Centrifugal Pumping Machinery with complete accessories)
(Under JJM)

Rs.

9,05,415/-

Rs.

18,200/-

Six

Months

Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service

(M): 9212665841, 9212008155

EXP E S EDU TIONR S CA

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER22

THE KERALA High Court on
Monday issued notices to the
Centre,Keralagovernment,State
Lalithakala Akademi and car-
toonistAnoopRadakrishnanon
apetitionagainstanhonourable
mentionawardtohiscartoonas
it allegedly ‘portrays India in
poorlightandcarriesadistorted
versionof reality’.
Thepetitionhas sought a di-

rection to theAkademi towith-
draw the award. Moved by
HaindaveeyamFoundation,areg-

isteredtrust, thepetitionsaidthe
awardbaggedbyRadhakrishnan
prima facie demeans India. The
cartoon in question, “Covid-19
GlobalMedicalSummit,”showed
acowdrapedinanorangeshawl
representingIndiaflankedbydoc-
torsfromEngland,China,andthe
US inthesummit.
“Therespondents,exceptthe

UnionGovernment, cannot avail
the protection under the
Fundamentalrightguaranteedby
Article19(1)(a)oftheConstitution
of India. The Fundamental right
guaranteedbyArticle 19(1)(a) of
the freedomof speech and ex-
pressionisnotabsolute,”saidthe
petition.

Palakkad:Anoffice-bearer of the
PopularFrontofIndia(PFI)wason
Monday arrested in connection
with thekillingof anRSSworker
inPalakkaddistrictofKerala,po-
licesaidhere.Districtpolicechief
RViswanadh told reportershere
that the arrested activistwas in-
volvedintheNovember15killing
ofASanjithatMambaraminthe
district.

The identityof theoffice-
bearer has not been disclosed.
The victim's wife had said she
could identify the people who
cameinacarandhackedSanjith
todeathwhilehewastakingher
toherworkplace. PTI

PFI office-bearer
arrested for RSS
worker’s killing

Plea on cartoon: HC issues
notices to Kerala, Centre

New Delhi
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EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION NO. HR/SUP: 01/2021
RECRUITMENT OF SUPERVISORS (ON FIXED TERM)
Opening Date for Online registration: 29 Nov 2021
Closing Date for Online registration: 19 Dec 2021

GRSE Ltd. is one of the premier Defence Shipyards and Mini Ratna
Category-I Company. It is effectively contributing to the defence preparedness
of the country by building different sophisticated and state-of-the-art warships.
The Company invites applications from qualified, talented and energetic
IndianNationals for the posts of Supervisors (S-1) on fixed term contract basis
as indicated below :

[Out of 15 posts of Supervisors on fixed term, 02 posts are reserved for PwBD
(VH) and 01post is reserved for PwBD (HH)]

(I) Electronics- 01 post (UR), (ii) Civil- 01 post (ST)
B.DesignAssistant [Supervisors (S-1)] – 02posts

(i)Admin &HR – 04 posts (UR-02, ST-01, OBC-01) (ii) Finance – 02 post (UR-
01, OBC-01) (iii) Material Management -01 post (UR) (iv) Painter - 01 post
(UR) (v) Naval Architecture – 03 posts (UR-02, OBC-01) (vi) Security – 02
posts (UR-01,OBC-01)

A.Supervisors (S-1) – 13Posts

Thedetails likeGeneral Conditions, eligibility, essential qualification, selection
process, how to apply etc. are available in ‘Career section’ of GRSE website
www.grse.inorhttps://jobapply.in/grse2021
Candidates are required to apply only through ONLINE mode. No other
means /modeof submission of applicationswill be accepted.
AnyAddendum/Corrigendumwill only bepublished inGRSEwebsite.

Ration at doorstep: In HC, Centre bats for fair price shops
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THE CENTRE on Monday op-
posed the Delhi government’s
proposed scheme of home de-
liveryof rationintheDelhiHigh
Court and argued that fair price
shops play an important role in

implementationof theNational
FoodSecurityAct (NFSA).
Additional Solicitor General

Aishwarya Bhati termed fair
priceshopsintegraltothearchi-
tecture of the NFSA and argued
thatastate is requiredtoensure
executionofthelawinamanner
mandatedunder it.
TheCentrehasno role in se-

lectionof these fair price shops,
thecentralgovernmentcounsel
added. Bhati said the statewas
free to provide benefits more
than what is given under the
NFSA but “cannotmitigate the
benefitsof NFSA”.
She told the court that other

statesareonlyplanningpilotproj-
ectsinparticularareasbeforetak-

ingadecision.“Youcannotdestroy
theinfrastructureofshopsandaf-
ter sixmonths realise it is not vi-
able,”Bhaticontendedbeforethe
division bench of Justice Vipin
SanghiandJusticeJasmeetSingh.
Thesubmissionsweremade

during the hearing of a petition
filedby theDelhi SarkariRation
Dealers Sangh challenging ten-

ders issuedtowards implemen-
tationofthescheme.Thescheme
seeks tocreateaparallelmecha-
nismfordistributionofrationun-
derthePDSschemethroughpri-
vatedealersatdoorstepofpeople.
The arguments in the casewill
continueonNovember29.
TheSupremeCourtlastweek

had refused to entertain the

Centre’s petition challenging the
HCorderissuedlastmonth,which
allowedtheDelhigovernmentto
curtail supplies of existing fair
price shop owners to divert the
sameforhomedeliveryofration.
Theapexcourthadnotedthatthe
case is still pendingwith theHC
andrequestedthelattertodecide
thematter.

‘Sukesh paid
jail staff crores
every yr for an
entire barrack’
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

THE DELHI Police in their
chargesheetfiledagainstSukesh
Chandrashekhar, who is facing
trial forallegedlydupingRs200
crore from the wife of former
Ranbaxy promoter Shivinder
Singh, have said that he paid
around Rs 25-30 crore a year to
jail staff to get an entire barrack
tohimself.
Policehavemadetheallega-

tions in a chargesheet filed be-
fore Additional Sessions Judge
PraveenSingh.
Police have charge-

sheeted 14 persons, including
Chandrashekhar's wife and ac-
torLeenaMariaPaul.
According to the

chargesheet, deputy jail super-
intendentDSMeena,arrestedin
thecase,allegedlyusedtocollect
Rs 60-75 lakh fortnightly from
co-accusedDeepakandPradeep
Ramnani,whichwasdistributed
among jail officials to provide
safety and facilities for
Chandrashekhar.
Police stated that "grossvio-

lation of jail manualwas done"
with regard to the allotment of
anentirebarracktotheaccused,
and that there was "deliberate
omission" onpart of the jail au-
thorities for "not taking any ac-
tion" to clear the blocked CCTV,
which was covered by
Chandrashekharsohecoulduse
cellphones.
Police claimed that

Chandrashekharposedasasen-
ior government officer and ex-
tortedmore than Rs 200 crore
fromShivinder'swifeAditiSingh
on the pretext of helping her
husband.
Police, in their chargesheet,

stated that he got acquainted
with Shivinder in jail and re-
alisedhewasdesperate forbail,
and "seeinganopportunity, de-

cided to extort/cheat a huge
amount of money from Aditi
Singh on the pretext of getting
bail forherhusband".
Police said that

Chandrashekhar "spoofed" a
landline numberwhilemaking
a call to her. The caller spoke to
Aditi in a female voice, inform-
ing her that the Union Law
Secretarywasonthe line.
“Hehadtoldherhewascall-

ingontheinstructionsof theof-
fice of the highest authority to
gainhertrust.Hetalkedinanau-
thoritativemannerand toldher
that since her husband was
workinginthehealthcaresector,
thegovernmentwouldbeinter-
ested inworkingwithhimdur-
ing the Covid-19 situation," the
chargesheet states.
"Heassuredherthatrequired

actionwill be taken to sort out
legal issues with her husband.
Once, he also told her that the
homeministerwas hearing the
conversationandsheshouldbe-
havepolitely.Heusedtoendhis
conversation with 'Jai Hind' to
impress her that hewas in gov-
ernment service," the
chargesheet read.
Chandrashekhar used

Deepak's help to collect the
money fromAditi. Hewas paid
Rs 2-2.5 lakh for each trip. The
complainant tried to rid herself
of himafter givingRs100crore,
but he "continued to call and
pressureher",andusedinforma-
tioncollectedonhertoconvince
her that hewashelpingher, the
chargesheet states.
Aditi sold her valuables,

cashedFDsandtookaloanofRs
1.03crorefromheruncletomeet
Chandrashekhar's demand, the
chargesheet states.
Police stated thatduringhis

interrogation, Chandrashekar
divulged that he invested the
extorted money in cryptocur-
rency,butdidnotgivecomplete
details.

POLICECHARGESHEET

New Delhi



Newsession
beginsatDU
New Delhi: Classes for
newly admitted under-
graduatestudentsinDelhi
University begin across
colleges today with the
start of the newacademic
session for the first-year
batch.Mostcollegesbegan
the sessionwith orienta-
tionprogrammes for their
new students onMonday.
Theacademicyearwillbe-
gin completely online
mode for these students.
The university has not yet
notified the return to of-
flineclasses for thisbatch.

Woman,son
killedinaccident
New Delhi: A 42-year-old
womanandherminorson
were killed in an accident
in SoutheastDelhi’s Sarita
ViharMonday afternoon.
Policesaidthemother-son
duowere inaHyundai i10
when a speeding car
rammed into their vehicle
outside Asia Pacific Mall.
They were rushed to
Apollo Hospital where
they were declared dead
on arrival by doctors. DCP
(Southeast) Esha Pandey
said, “We found that the
accident took place be-
causeofrashandnegligent
driving by the accused,
NishkarshSaxena(26).He
wasarrested later.”ENS

DMRClaunches
1stprototype
ofindigenous
trainingsystem
NewDelhi: TheDelhiMetro
Monday launched the first
prototypeofanindigenous
Rolling Stock Driver
Training System, amajor
steptowardsindigenisation
of technologies involvedin
operating thenetwork, of-
ficials said. Thiswill be the
first indigenously devel-
opeduniversaltraindriving
simulator that can be suit-
ablymodifiedforanymetro
system or railways, the
DelhiMetrosaid.PTI

BRIEFLY SLIGHT IMPROVEMENT INAQI
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THE BAN on construction and
demolition put in place last
week because of high pollution
levels was lifted by the Delhi
governmentonMonday.
EnvironmentMinisterGopal

Rai said the measures intro-
ducedlastweek,includingshut-
ting schools, ordering half of all
state government employees to
work fromhome, and a ban on
theentryoftruckscarryingnon-
essential items in the city —
alongwith an increase inwind
speed—hadbeen instrumental
in loweringpollution levels.
Delhi’s 24-hour average AQI

wasrecordedas311onMonday,
down from349 on Sunday, but
still in theverypoorcategory.
“Consideringthedifficulties

facedbyworkersduetotheclo-
sure of construction work, the
ban has been lifted. But strict
monitoringwillcontinueby585
teamsandimmediateactionwill
be takenagainstviolatorsof the
14-point anti-dust pollution

measures,”Rai said.
“Compared to yesterday, the

pollutionlevelshavesignificantly
gonedown—theAQIat10amat
AnandViharwentfrom430yes-
terdayto329today,withadiffer-
enceof101points.AshokVihar’s
AQIreducedfrom394yesterday

at 10 am, to 309 reported at the
sametimetoday,”headded.
Delhi has a 14-point guide-

line to control dust pollution at
constructionsites.This includes
actions likemounting tinwalls,
sprinkling water to help settle
dust, and installing anti-smog

gunsatbigconstructionsites.
“Strictmonitoringwill con-

tinue at all construction and
demolitionsites—beitagovern-
ment project, private company
or individual construction. The
14-pointguidelinesthatwehave
in place to tackle dust pollution

will be imposed on all agencies
runningtheirconstructionproj-
ects in Delhi... If a construction
project is foundviolating anyof
the 14-point guidelines... work
will be shut downwithout no-
tice. An immediate penaltywill
beissuedontheagencyrespon-
sible and the notice procedure
will takeplace later,”Rai said.
Schools, however, will re-

mainshutfornowandstategov-
ernment officials will continue
working fromhome till at least
November 26. Entry of trucks is
alsobeing regulated.
A meeting to review these

decisions will be taken on
Wednesday,hesaid. “If thecon-
ditioncontinues improving,we
willgiveentrytotheCNGtrucks,
which will be announced by
November24itself.Schools,col-
leges, institutes, trainingcentres
andothershadbeenordered to
remainshutuntil furthernotice.
However, keeping the current
improvements in mind and
watching the trendsclosely,we
will reevaluate this and discuss
openingof schoolsandcolleges
on the24thaswell,” he said.

School closure
disruptive, say
parents, educators

7k dengue cases in city,
5,000 just this month

Court frames
arson charges
against father,
son in 2020
riots case

WINTER READY
Atthefarmers’protest site inGhazipur,Monday.AmitMehra

Juvenile apprehended for
rape, murder of domestic help

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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PEOPLEWILL no longer have to
stand in line to get newwater
and sewer connections, water
tankersortogettheirwaterme-
tres tested.
After regional transport of-

fices, several services offered at
zonal revenue offices of the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) are being
shiftedonline completely.
In a meeting between DJB

chairpersonSatyendar Jainand
seniorboardofficials, itwasde-
cided that to strengthen the
waterbillingsystem,making it
more transparent, all services
of thezonal revenueofficeswill
be migrated to the online M-
Seva app and make it com-
pletely faceless.
“This is a huge step towards

achievingthedreamofanewera
of governance that will be cor-
ruption-free, transparent and
willmake life easier forour citi-
zens.TheservicesoftheDelhiJal
Boardwillbemadefacelessand
onlineportalswillbeintroduced
tobringservicesunderoneroof.
Helpdeskswillbesetupinevery

zone tohelpeachandeverycit-
izen of Delhi avail online DJB
servicesandregistertheirgriev-
ances.Eachzonewillhaveahelp
desktoassistconsumers incase
they face any issuewhile avail-
ingonlineservices,” Jain said.
Consumers can register for

theservicesonlinebyvisitingthe
Delhi Jal Board website,
www.djb.gov.in, or on the M-
Sevamobileapp.
JainalsodirectedDJBofficials

tocreateabackendportal tosee
billing history with details of
photographs, changes done by
ZRO(zonalrevenueofficer)with
access to CEO, allmembers and
ministeroffice.

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

TO IMPROVE their image, par-
ticularlyonline,DelhiPolicehas
decided to hire a social media
analyticsandoutreachmanage-
ment agency, which will,
among other things, create a
YouTube channel that show-
cases their “goodwork”.
Currently,ateamofcontrac-

tualemployees—mostlyyoung
graduates working with the
Special Branch — handle
Twitter accounts of the Delhi
Police. It is learnt that Delhi
Police Commissioner Rakesh
Asthana wants a more profes-
sional approachgoing forward.
Lastyear,theDelhiPolicehad

realised the importance of set-
ting up an IT cell when, during
the February 2020 Northeast
Delhi riots, some unknown
users, including from Pakistan,

postedfake“alerts”aboutthevi-
olence and tried to “tarnish the
police’s image”.
“Moreover,officerswerealso

caught off guard about protest
gatherings that were being
plannedonsocialmedia,”saida
senior officer. Former Delhi
Police Commissioner S N
Shrivastava had then approved
aproposalbytheSpecialBranch
to hire contractual employees,
mostly young graduates,with a
backgroundininformationtech-

nology and experience in han-
dlingsocialmedia.
Initially, the IT cellwas look-

ing for unlawful content, but
nowitsmembershavealsobeen
asked to amplify Delhi Police’s
messagesonsocialmedia.
“We have seen several in-

stances of people appreciating
unsung heroes after seeing a
post online.Wewant to hire an
agency to develop interesting
and innovative content cam-
paigns related with the Delhi

Police,tohaveapropercommu-
nication strategy for various so-
cialmediaplatforms, and toen-
hance the reach of content on a
real-timebasis,” a senior officer
informed. “The concepts and
campaigns proposal of theme-
diaagencyshouldbeinlinewith
the strategy of the activities of
theDelhiPolice.”
To this end, the Delhi Police

hasfloatedatenderandmetsev-
eral agencies.
Anofficersaidtheplanistoen-

gage audience on Facebook,
YouTube, and Twitter. “For
Facebook, the media agency
shouldcreateandmanagepages
of all units of Delhi Police. They
should also... promote theweb-
page, website, fan page. They
should post regularly, do online
promotion and comments on
posts should bemaintained for
maximum impact. They should
alsouseFacebooktosharevideos
orcontentthatneedstobemade
viral,”anofficersaid.

OnYouTube, theagencywill
beexpectedtomanagechannels
withanaimto increaseviewer-
ship and reach. “The Twitter
handleofDelhiPoliceshouldbe
populatedwith attractive rele-
vant information, a database
shouldbecreatedandexploited
for increasing followers... With
the help of third-party appli-
cantslikeTweetdeck,Tweetvite,
theagencyshouldtweetanduse
eventstoreachouttopeopleon-
line,” theofficer said.

TO HANDLE YOUTUBE CHANNEL, FACEBOOK PAGES OF ALL DISTRICTS, UNITS

Delhi Police to hire social media agency to increase reach, popularity
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QUESTIONING THE closure of
schools in Delhi due to the pol-
lutionspike, educatorsandpar-
ent representatives say a better
wayisneededtoaddressthean-
nual problem than shutting
schools.
OnSunday,theeducationde-

partment passed an order that
theclosurewillcontinue“tillfur-
ther orders”. Environment
MinisterGopalRaiMondaysaid
the decision onwhether to re-
open schools will be taken on
November24.
This closure has come close

on the heels of schools reopen-
ing for younger children after a
Covid-induced shutdown of
morethanone-and-a-halfyears.
On November 1, schools in

Delhiwerepermittedtoopenfor
middle andprimary school stu-
dents for the first timesince the
start of thepandemic. Theyhad
opened earlier for classes IX to
XII from September 1. In two
weeks,withtheriseinairpollu-
tionlevelsinthecity,thegovern-
ment onNovember 14 directed
that all schools be closed for all
grades tillNovember20.
“It’s hard to understand the

reasoning since it’s not as if all
teachers and children live in
sealedhomeswithair purifiers.
In our school, classes IX and XI
werehavingtheirexaminations
whichwereinterrupted.Wehad
just opened for nursery to class
VIII to good turnout. There had
been lots of learning loss and
mentalhealthproblems,andwe
hadstartedschoolbygivingstu-
dents the opportunity to enjoy
themselvesandhaveafree flow
of emotions. Even before the
teaching-learning process be-
gan, we had to close again. This

is very disruptive for children,”
saidSudhaAcharya,chairperson
of the National Progressive
Schools’ Conference.
“The rise in air pollution in

thesemonths is a recurring an-
nual problem. It appears as if
school closure is being taken as
an important tool to deal with
everyproblemwhichmakesed-
ucationseemlikeamatterof low
priority,” shesaid.
AmeetaWattal, chairperson

andexecutivedirectorEducation
atDLF Foundation Schools, em-
phasisedontheneedtofindbet-
ter solutions to address this
problem.
“I think that somewherewe

are not being serious about the
challengeswe are going to face
if we continue to keep schools
closed. Across states in India,
schools have opened and Delhi
isnottheonlystatefacingissues.
This is not a new issue, and the
firstthingpolicymakersneedto
find ishowwecancreateasitu-
ation for children to come to
school.GettingjustclassesXand
XIIforboardexaminationsisnot
schooling, it’s examination. At
the end of the day, academies
and adventure sports are going
on... In fact, schools are safer
places where children are kept
occupied,” shesaid.
Satya Prakash, Delhi presi-

dent of the All India Parents’
Association,alsoquestionedthe
currentrationale.“Beitthepan-
demic or pollution, children are
always affected and the prob-
lemswill arise again and there
needstobealastingremedyand
preparedness.Mydaughterwas
just getting startedwith offline
NEET coaching and that’s dis-
ruptedagain.Formanychildren,
the school is a safer, more hy-
gienic space than their homes
and localities; this needs to be
considered,”hesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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DELHIHASrecorded7,128dengue
casessofarthisyear,over5,000of
them inNovember alone. This is
thehighest casecount in thecity
sincethebigdengueandchikun-
gunyaoutbreakin2015.
Accordingtodatacollatedby

the MCDs, over 1,800 of these
cases have been recorded over
the past week alone. No new
denguedeathhasbeenreported
by thecorporations thisweek.
While thehighestnumberof

cases has been seen in North
Delhi in areas such as Civil Lines
and Keshav Puram, Southwest
Delhi andNajafgarh also have a
high case counts. Over 600peo-
plewho tested positive for the
disease,meanwhile,couldnotbe
“tracedafterinvestigation”.In219

cases, it was found that the pa-
tientwasnotaresidentofDelhi.
October and November are

months that see the highest
number of dengue cases
through theyear.With temper-
atures coming down relatively
after monsoons, the city pro-
vides conducive weather for
mosquitoestobreedincleanwa-
ter. It is in December that cases
start to decline as the tempera-
turesdipandbreedingofthecar-
riermosquitoes isdisrupted.
Dengueremainedlargelyun-

der control last year, with only
1,072casesbeing recorded.
According to data shared by

theMCDs, 2.6 cumulative visits
havebeenmadetohomesbydo-
mesticbreedingcheckerstocheck
for the presence of mosquito
breeding. Breedingwas found in
1.85lakhhousesandlegalnotices
wereissuedto1.4lakhpeople.

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

DAYS AFTER the body of a 32-
year-old womanwas found in
Dwarka,amedicalboardofdoc-
tors which conducted the au-
topsy has told the Delhi Police
shewas sexually assaulted and
thatherprivatepartswereburnt
tohideevidenceof theassault.
Police onMonday said they

havebookedajuvenileinconnec-
tionwith the crime. Police said
theboy,aged17,allegedlytiedthe
woman’shands,rapedherinside
hishouseandkilledher.
Police said they recovered

kerosene, duct tape, burnt re-
mains of the victim’s clothes, a
Marutivanandanironpipefrom
the juvenile. The items were
used during the offence and to
hide evidence and evade arrest,
police said.
DCP (Dwarka) Shankar

Choudhary confirmed that the
juvenilehasbeenapprehended.
Senior police officers said they
willmoveanapplicationincourt
to try theaccusedasanadult.
Thebodywasfoundwrapped

in a cloth on November 15.

Initially, thewoman couldn’t be
identified. Police said they sent
teams to nearby localities and
checkedmissingperson records
to identify her. CCTVswere also
scanned to ascertain how and
whenthebodywasdumped.The
womanwaseventuallyidentified
as a resident of Dwarka. Police
said she livedwith her husband
at a rented accommodation and
workedasadomestichelp.
Sourcessaidthewomanwas

last seen going to the juvenile’s
home,nearherresidence.When
police questioned him, he said
he liveswith his father and sis-
ter, and that he had called the
woman home for some work
andshe left after sometime.
“We found his statements

vagueandsoondiscoveredthat
he had aMaruti van,whichwe
had spotted in the CCTV
footage. The van’s tyres were

puncturedandithadadifferent
numberplate.We searchedhis
house and recovered an iron
pipe. The forensics team was
called intocheckthevan—hair
and other biological samples
wererecoveredfrominsideand
the juvenilewas apprehended.
Wealsofoundthattheregistra-
tion number plate was fake,”
said anofficer.
Duringquestioning,heeven-

tually confessed to thecrime. In
his disclosure statement to po-
lice,heclaimedhehadcalledthe
woman to his house last week
onthepretextofgivingherwork.
He said thatwhen she reached,
heallegedlytiedherup,sexually
assaultedher, andstrangledher
whensheresisted.
“He told police he burnt her

privatepartstodestroyevidence.
He also took her clothes and
burnt them.Wehave recovered
ashes fromhis house and some
pieces of cloth alongwith duct
tape,” said theofficer.
Thejuvenilewasbookedun-

der sections of murder and for
causing disappearance of evi-
dence. After doctors confirmed
sexual assault, sections of rape
andassaultwereadded.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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A DELHI court has framed
charges of arson against aman
andhis son, accusedof settinga
mosqueonfireduringlastyear’s
NortheastDelhi riots.
Additional Sessions Judge

Virender Bhat framed charges
undersectionsofarsonandriot-
ing, among others, against the
accused,MithhanSinghandhis
son JonyKumar.
The complainant, Israfil, al-

leged that Singh and Kumar
were part of a violentmob that
was raising slogans of ‘Jai Shri
Ram’onFebruary25, 2020, and
sethishouseablaze.
Israfilmanaged toescapeby

jumping to the roof of Fatima
Masjid but the accused started
damaging themosque, alleged
thecomplaint.
The complainant further al-

legedthatMithhanhandedagas
cylindertohissonandexhorted
him to throw it towards the
mosque.
Healleged thatafter throw-

ing the cylinder, the duo threw
bottles filledwith inflammable
substances towards the
mosque.
The lawyers for the accused

hadarguedfordischarge,point-
ing to thedelay in filingwitness
statements and alleging that
theywereplanted.
Thecourtheldthat“itcannot

be said that thedelay in record-
ing statements of these wit-
nesseswasintentionalorcontu-
macious” and the “truthfulness
orotherwiseof thesewitnesses
canbeassessedonlyduring the
trial of this case”.
“The accused cannot

claim discharge in this case
merely on this score. It appears
that the delay in recording the
statements of these witnesses
was occasioned on account of
thesituationwhichprevailed in
the area during and after
the incident of rioting,” the
court said.

Eachzonewillhaveahelp
desk, saidSatyendar Jain

PolicechiefRakeshAsthana
wantsamoreprofessional
approachgoing forward

Govt lifts construction ban, to take
call on school reopening tomorrow

Delhihasa14-pointguidelinetocontroldustpollutionatconstructionsites. PraveenKhanna

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 13,580 13,407
ICU BEDS 2,802 2,767

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Nov21 29 45 0 49,139
Nov22 26 38 0 40,532
Total 297* 14,15,300 25,095 3,04,93,757

CORONAVIRUS
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TOTAL CASES

14,40,692
VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS

21,305

2016
TillNovember20 4,065
Wholeyear 4,431
Deaths 10
2017
TillNovember20 4,556
Wholeyear 4,726
Deaths 10
2018
TillNovember20 2,406
Wholeyear 2,798
Deaths 4

2019
TillNovember20 1,644
Wholeyear 2,036
Deaths 2
2020
TillNovember20 901
Wholeyear 1,072
Deaths 1
2021
TillNovember20 7,128
Wholeyear NA
Deaths 9

D E N G U E C A S E S

Soon, water connection
at click of a button: DJB

Seniorpoliceofficers
saidtheywillmovean
applicationincourt
totrytheaccused
asanadult
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TAKEONE TRIP LESS

MAKEDELHI’S FIGHTAGAINST

POLLUTIONASUCCESS

Delhiites, let us come together to fulfill our responsibility to further reduce

pollution in Delhi. We can travel using public transports like bus, metro or

adopt carpooling or bike pooling and avoid taking our vehicles one day of

every week. Apart from this, walking to the markets in the evening and

working from home once a week can also help reduce pollution.

Once aweek travel using public transport without taking

your own vehicle

Environment Department, Government of N.C.T. of Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

REMEMBERING 1971
IT IS not common for a defenceminister to be present at an
event at any foreign embassy/ high commission. But on
Monday,RajnathSinghattendedtheBangladeshArmedForces
DayeventattheHighCommissioninDelhi.“Recalledtheheroic
fight by theMuktibahini and the IndianArmed Forces in the
Liberationof Bangladesh,”he tweeted. Speakingat theevent
tocommemorate50yearsof the1971war,Singhsaiditwasa
“moral fightagainst injustice,atrocitiesandoppression.”

APP UPDATE
AT THE BJP’S National Executive meeting recently, Prime
MinisterNarendraModiunveiledanewmoduleof theNaMo
App,called“KamalPushp”,wherepeoplecan“shareinspiring
stories about Jan SanghandBJP karyakartas”. According to a
partyrelease,thePMsaidthiswasthemostimportantpartof
theNaMoApp, andwas runbypartykaryakartas andnotby
“dynastyor family”.

BOOSTER SHOT
THEHEALTHministry is introducing innovativemethods to
make the “harghardastak” campaign to increasevaccination
coverageasuccess.OnMonday,UnionHealthSecretaryRajesh
Bhushantoldthestatestoropeinlocalheroesandinfluentialfig-
ures invillagesas“ambassadors”.Therewillbeareferralcode
on the CoWin platform for each “ambassador”, so that each
timehe/shegetsapersonvaccinated,thetallywillbedigitally
recorded.“Ambassadors”whoensurefullcoveragewillbegiven
certificatesandfelicitatedatthepanchayatmeeting.

NEW INNINGS?
AFTER LUIZINHOFaleiro inGoa and SushmitaDev inAssam,
thereisbuzzthatcricketer-turned-politicianKirtiAzadislikely
to leave the Congress for the Trinamool Congress. Azad,who
switchedfromtheBJPtotheCongressin2019,isreportedtobe
upsetwith theCongress leadership, especially RahulGandhi.
A source quotedAzad as saying that he “would prefer to be a
lambledbyatiger, thanatiger ledbyalamb”.Askedwhowas
thelambinthesecondreference,thesourcesaiditshouldbeleft
to“commonsense”.ThesourcesaidAzad,sonof formerBihar
ChiefMinisterandCongressleaderBhagwatJhaAzad,believes
that the only leader who can give sleepless nights to the
NarendraModi-ledBJPisWestBengalChiefMinisterMamata
Banerjee,whoisobviouslythetiger inthefirstreference.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
HYDERABAD,NOVEMBER22

THEANDHRAPradeshassembly
Monday unanimously passed a
Bill torepeal twolawsthatwere
clearedlastyearaspartoftheYS-
RCP government's contentious
move to set up three different
statecapitalsinsteadofproceed-
ing with the previous TDP
regime'splantodevelopthecur-
rentcapitalof Amaravati.
Speaking on the floor of the

assembly, Chief Minister Y S
JaganMohanReddypromisedto
introduce a “better” and “com-
prehensive” Bill after plugging
loopholes in the previous ver-
sion. He did not mention any
timeframe.
Referring toopposition from

farmersinAmaravati,wherethe
previous government had ac-
quired vast tracts of land to de-
velop a capital, he said “argu-
mentswerepushedthatinjustice
wasbeingmetedout tosome”.
“Insuchabackground,toex-

plain the need for decentralisa-
tion of development and the
government'sgoodintentionsin
bringing the three capitals Bill...
toincorporateintheBillanswers
toalllegalquestions,tomakethe
Billmoreclearandbetter, toex-
plain extensively to all regions,
tomakeanyotheramendments
if necessary, the government is
withdrawingtheBill introduced
earlier,”hesaid.
The Chief Minister said that

the government “will again
bringacomprehensiveandbet-
ter Bill to the House”. “We are
takingthisdecisioninthelarger
public interest,"hesaid.
TheAPDecentralisationand

Inclusive Development of All
RegionsRepealBill,2021,wasin-
troduced in the assembly by
Finance Minister Bugganna
RajendranathReddytoscrapthe
AP Decentralisation and
Inclusive Development of All
RegionsAct,2020,andAPCapital
Region Development Authority
Repeal Act, 2020, for the devel-
opment of three capitals —
Amaravati (legislative),
Visakhapatnam(executive)and
Kurnool (judicial).
Monday's repeal Billwas in-

troducedafterAdvocateGeneral
Subrahmanyam Sriram in-
formed the Andhra Pradesh
HighCourt of thegovernment's
decisioninanaffidavit.Thecourt
washearingabatchof petitions
challenging the passing of the
two laws for the threecapitals.
The YSRCP has an over-

whelmingmajorityof151inthe
175-member Andhra assembly
withtheTDPelectedto23seats
and one seat going to Jana Sena
in the2019elections.
After forming the govern-

ment, theYSRCPhaddecidedto
reverse the previous govern-
ment'sdecisiontoconstructthe
capital in Amaravati, between
Vijayawada and Guntur. In
November 2017, the then TDP

government, led by N
Chandrababu Naidu, had inau-
guratedaninterimsecretariatin
Amaravati.
In the assembly Monday,

ChiefMinisterReddyblamedthe
previousgovernmentforchoos-
ingAmaravatiandsaidtheloca-
tion lacked basic infrastructure,
suchas roadsanddrainage.
“Justtohavebasicinfrastruc-

ture, Amaravati needs Rs 1 lakh
crore. Thecostswill rise toRs5-
6lakhcrore in10years. Is itpos-
sibleorrighttomisleadpeople?"
heasked.
Headdedthatthedecisionto

havethreecapitalswastoensure
equitableandbalanceddevelop-
ment of all regions of the state.
However, he said, “severalmis-
conceptions, misleading infor-
mation and legal hurdles”were
createdbyTDP.
The FinanceMinister, while

introducing the Repeal Bill,
blamedthelackofvisionofpast
governmentsandconcentration
of development in and around

Hyderabadas thereasonfor the
present situation in Andhra
Pradeshpostbifurcation.
Despite being a revenue

deficit state, the previous gov-
ernment proposed to acquire
50,000 acres of land in addition
to taking 33,000 acres from
farmers for construction of the
newcapital, hesaid.
Recalling the bifurcation of

unifiedAndhraPradeshandrec-
ommendations of the Centre-
appointedexpertpaneltostudy
alternativesforanewcapital,the
Minister said that the commit-
teewasagainstsettingupacap-
ital in the fertile Guntur-
Vijayawada region and had
advised decentralisation of de-
velopment.
LaterMonday, TDP’snational

general secretary and
ChandrababuNaidu's son, Nara
Lokesh, blamed thegovernment
for“spreadinguntruthsandhalf-
truths” about the previous gov-
ernment'svisionforastatecapital.
Lokesh alleged that Jagan

went into the 2019 elections
with a promise to develop
Amaravati andwas now “play-
ingmind games”with the peo-
ple and acting “without a sense
of commitment or responsibil-
ity”. “Unfortunately, the Chief
Ministerwasnotabletospellout
aclear stanceonhisplan for the
state capital and the overall de-
velopmentof thestate,”hesaid.
SomuVeerraju, president of

BJP’s AP unit, said the govern-
menthasrepealedthelawsfear-
ingadverseordersfromtheHigh
Court. He asked the Chief
Ministertodiscusstheissuewith
allpoliticalpartiesandseekpub-
licopinionbeforetakinganyde-
cisionondecentralisation.

INNOVEMBER2019, the
YSRCPgovernmenthad
scrappedtheTDP
regime'sdevelopment
project inAmaravati that
wasawardedtoa
Singaporeconsortium
and its Indianpartners.
Monday'smoveraises
thekeyquestionof
whether thecapitalblue-
print isbackontrack.

Amaravati
questionE●EX
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CMYSJaganMohanReddy

Andhra govt repeals laws on3
capitals, promises better Bill

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AGARTALA,KOLKATA,
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

ADAYafter her arrest in Tripura
onchargesof criminal intimida-
tion and attempt to murder,
Trinamool Congress leader
Saayoni Ghosh onMondaywas
grantedbailbythecourtofaddi-
tionalchief judicialmagistratein
WestTripuradistrict.Separately,
West Bengal Chief Minister and
TMCchiefMamataBanerjeean-
nouncedthatshewillraisetheis-
sueofallegedviolenceinTripura
aswell as the issue concerning
the enhancement of the BSF ju-
risdictionwith PrimeMinister
NarendraModi inDelhi.
Ghoshhadbeenarrestedon

Sunday after she raised the
TMC’s “khela hobe” slogan, al-
legedlytodisruptastreet-corner
meeting being held by Tripura
Chief Minister Biplab Deb on
Saturday.Policesourcesclaimed
thatsomepeopleaccompanying
her hurled stones at those at-
tending themeeting.
On being produced before

courtonMonday,shewasgranted
bailandwasaskedtofurnishabail
bond of Rs 20,000. Assistant
Public Prosecutor Bidyut
Sutradhar toldThe IndianExpress
thatthecourtaskedGhoshtoco-

operatewiththeinvestigatingof-
ficerinconnectionwiththeprobe
intothecase, ifneeded.
Mamata, while boarding a

flightfromKolkatatoDelhi, told
reporters that shewill raise the
issue of alleged violence in
Tripura withModi. “They (the
BJP) are scared. That’swhy they
arestoppingusfromcampaign-
ing...,” shesaid.
The CM also said claimed

that the BJP is using the BSF “as
theirownpartyactivists”.
Earlier in the day, a delega-

tion of TMCMPs protested out-
side North Block, claiming that
Shahhadrefusedtoseethem.A
little before 4 pm, the TMC an-

nouncedthatShahhadgiventhe
MPs an appointment at his
KrishnaMenonMargresidence.
At theirmeetingwith Shah,

theMPs submitted amemoran-
dum highlighting several in-
stancesofallegedviolenceagainst
TMC leaders in Tripura since
August 2, when the vehicle of
party national general secretary
AbhishekBanerjeewasattacked.
“The violence against TMC lead-
ersandworkers inTripurabyBJP
workers and partisan action by
theTripuraPolicemuststop,”the
memorandumstates.
Polls for 222 of the 334 local

body seats in Tripura are sched-
uledtobeheldonNovember25.

TMC’s Faleiro
elected to RS
unopposed

SC to hear TMC
contempt plea on
‘violent incidents’
in Tripura today

Mukul Roy disqualification:
Supreme Court tells Bengal
Speaker to decide fast

HC to hear Cong,
MGP pleas on
disqualification
of 12 Goa MLAs
on Dec 10

Ensure purity of
electoral roll,
hold interactions
with parties, CEC
tells state CEOs

No blanket ban on Malik
tweets on Wankhede: HC

TMCMPsprotestoutsidetheMHAoffices. PremNathPandey

TRINAMOOLMPSMEETSHAH,SUBMITMEMORANDUMAGAINST ‘VIOLENCE’

TMC leader held in Tripura gets bail,
Mamata says will raise issue with PM

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
askedtheWestBengalAssembly
Speakertodecide“expeditiously”
thepetitionfordisqualificationof
MLAMukul Roywho defected
from the BJP to TMC after
Assemblyelectionsinthestate.
“Wedirect theSpeaker,West

BengalLegislativeAssembly,tode-
cide thepetition filedunder the
TenthSchedulefordisqualification
ofrespondentNo.2expeditiously,”
ordered a bench of Justices L
NageswaraRaoandHimaKohli.
SpeakerBimanBanerjeehad

moved a Special Leave Petition
(SLP)intheSCagainsttheHCor-
der askinghim todecide on the
disqualificationandplacetheor-
derbefore itbyOctober7.

TheHCordercameonaplea
by BJP MLA Ambika Roy chal-
lenging Mukul Roy’s appoint-
ment as chairman of the Public
AccountsCommittee (PAC).
Appearing for the Speaker

Monday, senior advocate
Abhishek Manu Singhvi said
though the Speakerwas sched-
uled to hear the matter on
November12, itwasdeferredto
December 21 as the SLP had
been filed in the topcourt.
JusticeRaosaidthereisagen-

eral practice of Speakers sitting
ondefectionpetitions.“Thereare
somany caseswhere there is a
delay by the Speaker... we are
told you stay away, let the
Speakerdecide,”he remarked.
Singhvisaidcourtsmustinter-

fereonlywhenthereisegregious
delay and the instant case does
notwarrantsuchinterference.

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER22

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Monday refused togrant ablan-
ket injunction restraining NCP
leaderandMaharashtraminister
NawabMalik frommakingpub-
licstatementsagainstNCBZonal
DirectorSameerWankhedeorhis
family, but directed him to con-
duct “reasonable verification” of
factsbeforepostinganymaterial.
Thecourtpronouncedthein-

terim order on a suit filed by
Wankhede's father Dhyandev,
claiming that Malik hadmade
defamatory posts against him
andhis familyandshouldbere-
strained fromfurtherposts.

Thecourtsaid itwasobvious
that his tweets “are actuated by
malice or personal animosity”
since theminister's son-in-law
was arrested by theNCB. But, it
added, Malik had raised “very
importantissues”concerningthe
actsandconductofWankhede.
Dhyandev had contended

thathisfamilyhadarighttopri-
vacy and the tweetswere caus-
ingalossof reputationforthem.
The court said that “reputation
of one cannot be allowed to be
crucified at the altar of the
other'srightof freespeech”.But,
itheldthat incaseofpublicoffi-
cials,righttoprivacyisnotavail-
able with respect to acts and
conductrelevanttodischargeof
officialduties.

NewDelhi: The Supreme Court
onTuesdayagreedtohearacon-
tempt plea filed by the TMC, al-
legingvictimisationof itscadres
in Tripura ahead of the local
body polls slated to begin on
November25.
The application was men-

tionedbeforeabenchheadedby
Justice D Y Chandrachud on
Monday. The plea contended
that the TMC cadre was being
targeted in Tripura and false
caseswere being foisted on the
partyworkersdespiteearlieror-
dersof thecourt.
OnNovember11,theSC,hear-

ingapleabytheTMC,hadasked
theTripuragovernmenttoensure
that no political party “is pre-
ventedfrompursuingitselectoral
rightsinaccordancewithlawand
fromcampaigning in a peaceful
and orderlymanner”. The court
had also directed the state gov-
ernment to file an affidavit ex-
plaining thestepsbeingtaken in
light of its order and “to ensure
that the process of election... re-
mainsfreeandfair”. ENS

ANISHADUTTA
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

CHIEFELECTIONCommissioner
Sushil Chandra onMonday told
chief electoral officers (CEO) of
allstatesandUnionTerritoriesto
ensure “purity” of electoral roll,
ensure better facilities at all
pollingbooths,andholdregular
interactionwithpoliticalparties
to redress theirgrievances,dur-
ingaconferenceheldby theEC.
This comes ahead of

Assembly elections in Goa,
Punjab, Uttarakhand andUttar
Pradesh early next year. The EC
willholdaseparatereviewmeet-
ingwithCEOsof these states on
Tuesday to discussmatters re-
latedtopollmanagement.
The commission organised

theconferencewithCEOstodis-
cussandreviewvariousissuesre-
latedtoelectoralroll,pollingsta-
tions, IT applications, timely
resolution of grievances,
EVMs/VVPATs, training and ca-
pacity building of polling staff,
mediaandcommunicationalong
with extensive voter outreach
programme,amongothers.
Duringhis address, Chandra

saidthatthe“objectiveofthiscon-
ferenceistoidentifygapsandchal-
lengestoensureinstructionsofthe
Commission are implemented
uniformlyinallstates/UTs,”theEC
stated.“TheCECalsoemphasised
thatnewinitiativesandbestprac-
ticesbyCEOs forelection-related
activities shouldbe regularlydis-
seminatedthroughmediaforen-
hancedoutreach.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

INDIAN RAILWAYS onMonday
changed the uniformof serving
staffaboardRamayanExpressaf-
terHinduseersobjectedtotheir
saffronoutfits.Hinduseersfrom
Ujjainhadcalledthesaffronuni-
forman insult to theHindu reli-
gionandthreatenedtoblockthe
train inDelhi onDecember12 if
itwasn’tchanged.
Inastatement, IRCTC,which

runs the train, said, “It is to in-
form that the dress of service
staff is completely changed in
the lookof professional attireof
service staff. Inconvenience
caused is regretted.”
The uniforms have been

changed to shirts and trousers
and traditional headgear. The

waiterswill, however,wear saf-
fronmasksandgloves.
“Donningasaffronattirewith

asadhu-likeheadgearandwear-
ingmalas (necklaces)of rudrak-
shaisaninsult totheHindureli-
gionanditsseers,”UjjainAkhada
Parishad’s formergeneralsecre-
taryAvdeshpuri said.
He said seers will stop the

trainatDelhi’sSafdarjungrailway
stationifthesaffrondresscodeof
thewaiterswasnotchanged.
ARailwayBoard official told

TheIndianExpressthatitdecided
tonotstokethiscontroversyand
change the uniform towhat is
acceptable. The first Ramayan
circuit train set off on a 17-day
journeyonNovember7.

Rlys changes saffron uniform
of Ramayan Express staff

Theoriginaluniform(left),whichwaschanged(right)after
Hinduseersobjectedtotheuseof saffron. PTI

MAYURAJANWALKAR
PORVORIM,NOVEMBER22

WHILE PETITIONS filed by the
Congress and the
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party(MGP)seekingthedisqual-
ificationof12MLAs—10fromthe
CongressandtwofromMGP—for
defecting to the BJP in 2019will
comeupbeforetheHighCourtof
BombayatGoaonDecember10
forfinaldisposal,theGoaForward
Party (GFP) onMondaypleaded
tobeheardthroughaninterven-
tionapplication“supporting”the
Congress'spetition.
While none of itsMLAs de-

fectedtotheBJP in2019, theGFP
has said in its application that it
will be “directly affected” by the
court's decision. Its application
comesatatimewhendiscussions
between the Congress, GFP and
otherregionalplayersareunder-
wayforforgingapossiblealliance
aheadof theAssemblyelections
slatedforFebruary2022.
GFP president Vijai Sardesai

said the “wholesale defections”
engineered by the BJP had
broughtdisrepute toGoa.
Meanwhile, the HC on

Monday issued notices to re-
spondentsinthepetitionfiledby
the Goa Congress seeking the
disqualification of its 10MLAs
whodefectedtotheBJP in2019.
The court said it will hear the
Congress's petition, and a simi-
lar petition filed by the MGP
against two of its defectors, to-
getherandpostedthematterfor
finaldisposalonDecember10.

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER22

A DAY after expanding his
Cabinet,RajasthanChiefMinister
Ashok GehlotMonday allotted
portfolios toministerswhile re-
taining the top two, Home and
Finance,andsomeotherdepart-
ments with himself, including
General Administration
Department, Personnel, IT and
Communication.
OnSunday,15ministerswere

inducted in the Gehlot cabinet,
with 12 of themnew and three
otherspromotedtoCabinetrank
fromMinister of State.With the
inductions,Gehlothas themax-
imum number of ministers
workingunderhim,29,ofwhich
19holdCabinetrankandtenare
Ministersof State.
Among Pilot loyalists,

HemaramChaudhary has been
given Forest and Environment
and Climate Change. Last year,
PilotloyalistsRameshMeenawas
removed as Food and Civil
SuppliesMinisterandVishvendra
SinghasTourismMinister.
Meena has nowbeen given

Panchayati Raj and Rural
DevelopmentDepartment,which
was with Pilot till last year.
Vishvendra Singh has been
handedTourismandCivilAviation.
Among seniorministers, BD

Kalla has been given Education

(Primary and Secondary) and
SanskritEducation,whileretain-
ing the Arts, Literature, Culture,
and Archaeology departments.
Education was earlier with
GovindSinghDotasra,whoisalso
the party’s state president and
hadresignedasaministerfollow-
ingthe‘onepersononepost’rule.
Parsadi LalMeena has been

givenHealthdepartment,which
wasearlierwithRaghuSharma,
theparty’sGujarat incharge.
AmongthenewCabinetmin-

isters, Mahendra Jeet Singh
Malviya getsWater Resources;
ChiefWhipinthestateAssembly,
Mahesh Joshi, gets PublicHealth
Engineering; Ramlal Jat gets
Revenue; Shakuntala Rawat
heads Industry, StateEnterprises
andDevasthandepartment,while
GovindRamMeghwalwill head
DisasterManagementandRelief,
amongotherdepartments.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

RajasthanCMAshokGehlot

CM Gehlot keeps
top two portfolios:
Home, Finance

Imran: Pakistan
will allow India
to send wheat to
Afghanistan

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
ISLAMABAD,NOVEMBER22

PAKISTANPRIMEMinisterImran
KhanannouncedonMondayhis
governmentwill allow India to
sendahumanitarianshipmentof
50,000metrictonnesofwheatto
Afghanistanthroughitsterritory
afterfinalisingtransitmodalities.
Khan, who chaired the first

apex committeemeeting of the
newly established Afghanistan
Inter-ministerialCoordinationCell
(AICC) in Islamabad, announced
Pakistan’s decision to allow the
wheatIndiahasofferedtoprovide
Afghanistan to go through
Pakistanassoonasmodalitiesare
finalised with the Indian side,
state-runRadioPakistanreported.
Currently, Pakistan only al-

lows Afghanistan to export
goods to Indiabutdoesn't allow
any two-way trade through the
bordercrossing.

Assam reserves
2 medical seats
for Bhutan; CM
says ‘close ties’

TORAAGARWALA,
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER22

THEASSAMgovernmenthasre-
served two seats for students
from Bhutan in the state-run
medicalcollegesinabidtofoster
tiesbetweenthe twocountries.
“The decisionwas cleared in

the Cabinet last week,” Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma told The Indian Express,
adding that Bhutan Consul
General PhubTsheringmet him
recently. “Whenweneededoxy-
gen [duringCovid secondwave],
atourrequest,Bhutanallowedan
oxygenplant tobe installed in its
territory...wemustmaintain this
relationship,”hesaid.
Assam Director of Medical

Education Dr Anup Kumar
Barman said two MBBS seats
would be reserved starting this
academic year andwill be pro-
videdwith full scholarship.

Kolkata: TMC leader Luizinho
FaleiroonMondaywaselectedto
the Rajya Sabhaunopposed in a
bypoll,accordingtoanotification
of theWestBengalassembly.
The TMC last week named

Faleiro,thepartyvice-president,
as its candidate for thebypoll.
“Theassemblysecretary ina

notification today announced
that Luizinho Faleiro has been
electedtoRajyaSabhaintheby-
poll. After scrutinyof papers, he
was declared elected unop-
posed,”TMCChiefWhipNirmal
Ghoshsaid.
The bypollwas necessitated

followingtheresignationofTMC
MPArpitaGhoshfromtheUpper
HouseofParliament.
Faleiro ended his decades-

long association with the
Congressand joined theTMCin
September inKolkata. PTI

Courtesy: Twitter/@rajnathsingh
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E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the CONSTRUCTIVE POSSESSION of which have been taken by the Authorised Officer of State
Bank of India, the Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is Where is”, As is What is” and “Whatever there is” basis on 09.12.2021 (Thursday).
Other detials of the e-auction are as under:

2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna- 800001
Ph. No. (Office): 0612-2219043, 2219385, Fax: 0612-2219385, E-mail: sbi.05176@sbi.co.in

STRESSEDASSETSRECOVERYBRANCH

AUTHORISED OFFICER
STATE BANK OF INDIA, SARB, PATNA

Date : 22.11.2021
Place : Patna

Sl.
No.

Name of
Borrower(s)

Amount of
Demand (as
per SARFAESI

notice)

Description of the property

Property ID: SBIN89762977602

Name of
Mortgagor/
Guarantor

Date of
13(2)
Date of
13(4)
under

SARFAESI
Act

Reserve Price
below which
the property
will not be sold

EMD
Bid Increment
Amount

1. M/s United
Polymers
(Proprietor:
Sri Mukesh
Kumar, Sri
Bhola Nath
Mahto, Sri
Rakesh
Raushan)

`27,90,963.40
as on

30.05.2020 with
further Interest
from 31.05.2020
plus other

charges, costs
etc.

I.All that land measuring 5.50 Decimal located at Mouza-
Mannipur, Khata No.55, Khesra No.-795, Thana No.59,
Halka No.08, Anchal Vaishali, Registry Office-Lalganj,
Distt.-Hajipur, Vaishali, and registered in the name of 1.
Sri. Mukesh Kumar S/o Sri Raghunath Rai 2. Sri Bhola
Nath Mahto S/o Sri Ramashish Mahto, 3. Sri Rakesh
Raushan S/o Sri Arjun Chaudhary vide Sale Deed
No.4248 dated 24/08/2016. Boundary: North-Mahendra
Chaudhary, South-Mahendra Chaudhary, East-Nahar,
West-Sita Ram Chaudhary.

1. Sri. Mukesh
Kumar S/o Sri
Raghunath Rai
2. Sri Bhola Nath
Mahto S/o Sri
Ramashish Mahto,
3. Sri Rakesh
Raushan S/o Sri
Arjun Chaudhary

30.06.2020
26.02.2021

`31,50,000/-
`3,15,000/-
`10,000/-

II. All that land measuring 5.50 Decimal located at
Mouza-Mannipur, Khata No.55, Khesra No.-795, Thana
No.59, Halka No.08, Anchal Vaishali, Registry Office-
Lalganj, Distt.-Hajipur, Vaishali, and registered in the
name of 1. Sri. Mukesh Kumar S/o Sri Raghunath Rai
2. Sri Rakesh Raushan S/o Sri Arjun Chaudhary vide
Sale Deed No.4415 dated 03/09/2016. Boundary:
North-Niz Lekhydhari banambar haza, South-Mahendra
Chaudhary, East-Nahar, West-Sita Ram Chaudhary.

1. Sri. Mukesh
Kumar S/o Sri
Raghunath Rai
2. Sri Rakesh
Raushan S/o Sri
Arjun Chaudhary

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-auction Terms and Condition
1. Date & Time of e-auction: 09.12.2021 (Thursday); Time: 120 Minutes. From 12:00 Noon to 02:00 P.M. with unlimited extension of 5 Minutes each.
2. The auction sale will be "online through e-auction". The intending Bidders/Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at
e-Auction Service Provider's website https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp.

3. The intending Bidders/Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp) using their
mobile number and email-id. Further, they are requested to upload requisite KYC documents. Once the KYC documents are verified by e-auction
service provider (may take 2 working days), the intending Bidders/Purchasers have to transfer the EMD amount using online mode in his Global
EMD Wallet before the e-Auction Date and time in the portal. The registration, verification of KYC documents and transfer of EMD in wallet must
be completed well in advance, before the auction.

4. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above shall be paid online through NEFT/Transfer after generation of Challan from
(https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp) in bidders Global EMD Wallet. NEFT transfer can be done from any Scheduled
Commercial Bank, however for Transfer the bidder has to visit Indian Bank Branch. Payment of EMD by any other mode such as Cheques, etc
will not be accepted. Bidders, not depositing the required EMD online will not be allowed to participate in the e-auction. The Earnest Money
Deposited shall not bear any interest.

5. MSTC Central Helpdesk Number (for any technical help): 033-40645207, 40609118, 40645316, 40602403, 40067351, 40628253. SBI contact
no. (for property related enquirey): 9693532979/8811060438/7004036112.

6. The General Terms and Conditions of e-auction sale is available on the website: https://sbi.co.in/web/sbi-in-the-news/auction-notices/
sarfaesi-and-others.

7. To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorised Officer, there is no encumbrance on the property/ies. However, the intending bidders
should make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances, title of property/ies put on auction and claims/rights/dues/affecting
the property, prior to submitting their bid. The e-Auction advertisement does not constitute and will not be deemed to constitute any commitment
or any representation of the bank. The property is being sold will all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unkwon to the bank.
The Authorised Officer/Secured Creditior shall not be responsible in any way for any third party claims/rights/dues. The sale shall be subject
to rules/conditions prescribed under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of security Interest Act, 2002.

This publication is also a 15 days notice to all the borrower/guarantors require under Rule 8(6) of Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002.
NB: 15 days Sale Notice to Borrower/Guarantors has already been sent by Regd. Post at their last known address. In case they do not receive
the said notice then this E-auction sale Notice may be treated as substituted mode of service. The other terms and conditions of the e-Auction are
published in the following websites. https://sbi.co.in/web/sbi-in-the-news/auction-notices/sarfaesi-and-others

New Delhi



DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) DR-XV

JAL SADAN ANNEXE, LAJPAT NAGAR NEW DELHI-110024
Email: eecdr15.djb@gmail.com

Stop Corona, Wear Mask Follow Social distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene
NIT No. 1 / EE(C)DR- XV (2021-22)

NIT alongwith all terms and conditions are available on the website http://delhi.govtprocurement.com

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/-
Advt. No. J.S.V. 622 (2021-22) E.E. (C) DR.XV

Item
No.

Name of Work Tender
Amount

Tender
fees

Earnest
Money

Date of
Release in

e- procurement

Last date/time
of receipt of

tender through
e- procurement

1. P/L/J Internal & Peripheral sewer lines in
Galibpur GOC under the command of proposed
STP at Galibpur.
Tender ID 2021_DJB_211264_1

Rs.
20,65,19,929/-

Rs.1500/-
Non

refundable

Nil
(declaration

form to be filled)

20.11.2021 24.12.2021
at 03:00 PM

2. P/L/J Internal & Peripheral sewer lines in
Jafarpurur GOC under the command of
proposed STP at Jafarpurur.
Tender ID 2021_DJB_211264_2

Rs.
62,11,21,112/-

Rs.1500/-
Non

refundable

Nil
(declaration

form to be filled)

20.11.2021 24.12.2021
at 03:00 PM

3. P/L/J Internal & Peripheral sewer lines in Kazipur
GOC under the command of proposed STP at
Kazipur. Tender ID 2021_DJB_211264_3

Rs.
28,30,58,523/-

Rs.1500/-
Non

refundable

Nil
(declaration

form to be filled)

20.11.2021 24.12.2021
at 03:00 PM

4. P/L/J Internal & Peripheral sewer lines in Khera
Dabar GOC under the command of proposed
STP at Khera Dabar.
Tender ID 2021_DJB_211264_4

Rs.
19,36,26,576/-

Rs.1500/-
Non

refundable

Nil
(declaration

form to be filled)

20.11.2021 24.12.2021
at 03:00 PM

5. P/L/J Internal & Peripheral sewer lines in
Sarangpur GOC under the command of
proposed STP at Sarangpur.
Tender ID 2021_DJB_211264_5

Rs.
74,83,35,432/-

Rs.1500/-
Non

refundable

Nil
(declaration

form to be filled)

20.11.2021 24.12.2021
at 03:00 PM

6. P/L Internal & Peripheral sewer lines in Sangam
Vihar GOC, Phase-II under Okhla Catchment.
Tender ID 2021_DJB_211264_6

Rs.
19,74,53,997/-

Rs.1500/-
Non

refundable

Nil
(declaration

form to be filled)

20.11.2021 24.12.2021
at 03:00 PM

DELHI JAL BOARD: (Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi)
OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) DR-III

Kanhaiya Nagar Delhi- 110035
Phone: 011-27394876, Email: eecdr3@gmail.com

“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”
PRESS NIT No- 06 (2021-22)

S.
No

Name of work Estimated
Contract Value
(ECV)/Amount
put to tender

Earnest
Money (EMD)

(Rs.)

Tender
processing Fee
Non Refundable

(Rs.)

Date of Release of
Tender/ Tender ID

Last date/
time of

receipt of
tender

1. Construction of 17 MGD Waste Water
Pumping Station (WWPS) and its allied
work at Guru Nanak Dev Colony near
Vijay Chowk in Badli AC-5” (On DBO
Basis)

(Lump Sum)
DBO Basis

Exempted
(Bid

Declaration
from to be filled
and attached)

1500/- 18.11.2021/
2021_DJB_211255_1

23.12.2021
upto 3.00 P.M

Sd/-
Executive Engineer(C) DR-III

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V.627 (2021-22)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
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EXPRESSNETWORK
INPUNJAB,DELHICMCALLSCHANNI ‘NAKLIKEJRIWAL’NIA arrests J&K rights

activist Khurram Parvez

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,NOVEMBER22

AT THE recent climate change
conference in Glasgow, India
forced an amendment in the fi-
nal agreement, getting a refer-
ence to phase-out of coal
changed to ‘phase-down’.
Though it was done with the
backing of several developing
countries,themovewasseenby
many in the developed world
andcivilsocietyorganisationsas
diluting the ambition of global
climateaction.
In the first official explana-

tion for pushing the amend-
ment, India’s Environment
MinisterBhupendraYadav,inan
event or-
ganised by
The Indian
Express
and The
Financial
Times on
Tuesday, is
expected
to speak
about the
rationaleandsignificanceof the
change made in the Glasgow
ClimatePact.
Yadav will participate in a

discussion titled ‘New
Technology and Green
Economy: Two Trends Shaping
a New India’, which is fourth in
a series of events beingorgan-
ised by The Indian Express and
The Financial Times called
‘India’sPlace in theWorld’.
Yadav,whohadpersonally

pilotedtheamendmentduring
the final hours of the confer-
enceinGlasgow,isexpectedto
talk about the implications of

the change in phrase for devel-
oping countries like India, and
what it would translate into in
termsof timelines forreduction
in usage of coal for electricity
generation.
He is also expected to an-

swer questions on the new cli-
matecommitmentsannounced
byIndiaattheGlasgowmeeting,
includingthepromisetoachieve
net-zeroemissionsby2070.
The interactionwith Yadav

willbefollowedbyanotherwith
PraveerSinha,CEOofTataPower,
one of the oldest and most
prominentenergycompaniesin
thecountry.Rapidscale-upofre-
newable energy capacities and
usageisattheheartof India’scli-
mate action plans, and compa-

nies like
Tata Power
are the cru-
cial change
agents.
Sinha is ex-
pected to
talk about
India’s re-
newable
energy sce-

nario, the need for further re-
forms in the sector, and his as-
sessment of the India’s new
climate targets.
Towards the end of the

evening, AjayMathur, director
general of International Solar
Alliance,andSunitaNarain,head
of Centre for Science and
Environment, will join in a live
conversationoverIndia’sclimate
change action plan, the transi-
tionstakingshape,theopportu-
nities openingup, and thepush
that is required for India to
leapfrogintobecomingacleaner
andmoreefficienteconomy.

STEM WATER DISTRIBUTION
& INFRASTRUCTURE CO.

PVT. LTD.
Vardan Commercial Complex, 9th Floor, MIDC, Road
No. 16, Wagale Industrial Estate, Thane (W)-400 604.

E-Tender Notice No. 12
(3rd Call - Extention) for 2021-22

STEM Water Dist. & Infra. Co. Pvt. Ltd., Thane are
invited E-Tender in the form of B-1 Tender for
following work. Name of work : Providing, lowering
& laying 300 mm dia M.S. pipe from Mamta to
Metro Hotel & from Nadi Naka to Talawali Naka,
Bhiwandi for Katai & Kambe villages. Estimated
Cost Rs. 3,27,48,852/-. E-Tender documents will
be available for view/ downloading on authorised
web site https://stem.abcprocure.com Last date of
online submission of tenders with e-payment of
cost of blank tender form & EMD is
Dt. 30.11.2021 up to hrs. 1200 i.e. extended due
to non-response. Received tenders will be opened
on Dt. 01.12.2021 at hrs. 1500. Right to reject
any or all tenders without assigning any reason
thereof is reserved by the STEM Water Distri. &
Infra. Co. Pvt. Ltd., Thane.

Sd/-
Managing Director

FT-IE event: India’s
climate actions to
be discussed today

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

DAYS AFTER Prime Minister
NarendraModi announced that
the three farm lawswill be re-
pealed,AnilGhanwat, oneof the
threemembers of the Supreme
Court-appointed committee on
farmlaws,saidonMondaythathe
willdecidewhetherthecommit-
tee’s report canbe releasedafter
analysingthelegalconsequences.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

Ghanwat said the panelmet on
Monday,andtheothertwomem-
bersgavehimthefreedomtode-
cidewhethertoreleasethereport
aftertakingintoconsiderationthe
legalconsequences.
OnFriday,Ghanwathad said

Modi’sdecisiontorepealthefarm
lawswas“unfortunate”anda“po-
liticaldecision”.
“Thisisaveryunfortunatede-

cisionforthefarmersofIndiaand
the country. The farm laws had
given somemarket freedom to
the farmers and the agriculture
producemarketing,”hehadsaid.
The committeewas consti-

tutedbytheapexcourtonJanuary
12thisyear.OnSeptember7this
year,Ghanwatwrote to theChief
JusticeofIndia,requestinghimto
release the report in public do-
mainandforwardittotheCentre.

Will take call on releasing
report: SC panel member

Anil
Ghanwat

PMLA case: ED
searches 12 IREO
group premises

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER22

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency(NIA)onMondayarrested
human rights activist Khurram
Parvez in Srinagar in connection
with a case filed under various
sectionsof theIndianPenalCode
(IPC) and theUnlawfulActivities
(Prevention)Act (UAPA), includ-
ingterrorfunding.
Earlier in the day, the NIA

raided Parvez’s residence and
also carried out searches at the
officeoftheJammuandKashmir
CoalitionofCivilSociety(JKCCS)
in Srinagar. Parvez is the pro-
gramme coordinator of the
JKCCS, a federation of human
rights groups and individuals
workinginJ&Kfoundedin2000
byhumanrights lawyerandac-
tivistParvez Imroz.
WhileParvezwasinitiallyde-

tained for questioning, theNIA
formally arrested him in the
evening.Thearrestmemosayshe
was arrested in the case, FIRRC-
30/2021/NIA/DLI filed on

November 6, under IPC Sections
120B (criminal conspiracy), 121
(waging, attempting to wage,
abettingwagingofwaragainstthe
government),and121A(conspir-
acy to commit offences punish-
ablebySection121);andSections
17(raisingfundsforterroristact),
18(conspiracy),18B(recruitingof
anypersonorpersonsforterrorist
act)and40(raisingfundsforater-
rorist organisation) of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act. Sources said Parvez’s family
was informedabouthis arrest in
theevening,andheis likelytobe
taken toNewDelhi on Tuesday.
Thearrestmemosayshisbrother,
SheikhShaharyar,was informed
abouthisarrest.
In October last year, theNIA

hadraidedParvez’sresidenceand
office in Srinagar, alongwith the
residencesofseveralactivistsand
journalists.Followingtheprotests
after the killingofmilitant com-
mander BurhanWani in 2016,
Parvez was booked under the
PublicSafetyAct(PSA)bythethen
Mehbooba Mufti-led
government.

PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,DefenceMinisterRajnathSinghandotherdignitariesduring
theDefence InvestitureCeremonyatRashtrapatiBhavan, inNewDelhionMonday.PTI

‘Exceptional sense of duty’: Vir
Chakra to Group Capt Abhinandan
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

GROUP CAPTAIN Abhinandan
Varthaman, who shot down a
PakistanF-16fighter jet intheaf-
termathofthePulwamaterrorat-
tack of February 2019, was
awarded theVir Chakra for “ex-
ceptional sense of duty” by
President RamNathKovind at a
ceremony inRashtrapati Bhavan
onMonday.
Varthaman“showedconspic-

uouscourage,demonstratedgal-
lantry in the face of the enemy
while disregarding personal
safety anddisplayedexceptional
senseofduty”,hiscitationforthe
awardsaid.
The Vir Chakra is the third

highest Indianmilitary honour
duringwartime. “Displayingex-
ceptionalaircombatacumenand
knowledgeoftheenemy’stactics,
Wing Commander Varthaman

Abhinandanscannedthelowalti-
tude airspacewith his Airborne
Intercept(Al)radarandpickedup
anenemyaircraft thatwas flying
lowtoambushtheIndianfighter
interceptoraircraft,” itsaid.
The citation referred to the

large force of PakistanAir Force
fighter aircraft, consisting of ad-
vanced fourth generation F-16
and JF-17,whichwere detected
heading towards the LoCat 9:55
amonFebruary27.
Pakistani jets entered Indian

territorytotargetmilitaryinstalla-
tions after the IAFbombeda ter-
rorist trainingcampinBalakot in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
February26,nearlytwoweeksaf-
terthePulwamaterrorattack.
On February 27, Varthaman

(36), awing commander then,
was captured by the Pakistani
Armyafter hisMiG-21Bison jet
wasshotdowninadogfightwith
Pakistani jets. Before his jetwas
hit, hedownedanF-16 fighterof

Pakistan.Hewas releasedon the
nightofMarch1byPakistan.The
citation saidVarthaman alerted
his peer about the “surprise
threat” and his “audacious and
agressivemaneuver forced the
enemyaircraftintotacticalchaos”.
“Wing Commander

Varthaman Abhinandan then
pursued a retreating enemy
fighterbomberaircraft,andinthe
ensuingaerialcombat,shotdown
anF-16aircarftwithhison-board
missile. However, in themelee,
one of the enemy aircraft fired
multiple advancedBVRmissiles,
oneofwhichhithisaircraftforcing
him to eject in enemy territory.
Despitebeingcapturedbytheen-
emy,he continued todisplay ex-
ceptional resolve indealingwith
theadversaryinastoic,braveand
dignifiedmannertillhewasrepa-
triatedon01March2019.Hisac-
tions raised the morale of the
armed forces in general and the
IAFinparticular,” itsaid.

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
has conducted searches at 12 lo-
cationsacrossDelhiandHaryana
in connection with its money
launderingprobeagainsttheIREO
group. Sources said the searches
werealsoconductedattheoffices
of the IREOCEO and CFO, apart
fromvariouspremisesassociated
withthegroup.
“The searches are going on

currently. Theyarebasedoncer-
tainfindingsoftheagencyduring
our investigations,” an ED
officialsaid. Lastweek,theEDhad
arrested IREOvicechairmanand
MDLalit Goyal after four days of
questioning. Goyal hadbeen ar-
rested in connectionwith a case
ofmoney laundering registered
by the agency at its Chandigarh
branchonthebasisofallegations
thatIREOswindledfundsofhome
buyersanditsinvestors.
In its statement after the ar-

rest,theEDhadalsomadeamen-
tionofThe IndianExpress investi-
gations into thePandora Papers,
which revealed that Goyal had
movedanestimated$77million
intheformofinvestments,share-
holding and real estate, even as
homebuyers and investors ran
frompillartopostfortheirmoney.
Goyalwasdetainedat the IGI

AirportonNovember11,basedon
alookoutcircularopenedagainst
himwhile hewas preparing to
boardaflighttogoabroad.

DIVYAGOYALGOPAL
LUDHIANA,NOVEMBER22

PROMISINGTOtransferRs1,000
per month into the account of
everywomaninPunjabifAAPis
voted to power in next year’s
Assembly polls, Delhi Chief
MinisterArvindKejriwaltermed
his Punjab counterpart,
Charanjit SinghChanni, as “fake
Kejriwal” and accused the
Congress leader of copying his
promises without fulfilling
them.
“If there are three women

(aged 18 and above) in one
household,all threewillget this
Rs1,000amount,”hesaidwhile
launchingAAP’s‘MissionPunjab’
fornextyear’spolls.Kejriwalsaid
elderlywomen getting old-age
pensionwillcontinuetogetthat
inadditiontomonthlyRs1,000.

Calling it his “third guaran-
tee” and the “world’s biggest
women’s empowerment” pro-
gramme, Kejriwal said “no gov-
ernment in any part of the
world”hadimplementedsucha
scheme.
The AAP leader said young

womenwhocan’tattendcollege
due to lack of income at home

cangotocollegewiththismoney.
If AAP comes to power, he said,
nowomaninPunjabwillhaveto
be financially dependent for
small needs— “Rs 1,000 is not a
bigamount...butthisschemewill
empowerwomenfinancially”.
Stating that his opponents

will now askwhere themoney

will comefromtofundthispro-
gramme,hesaid:“WhenIwatch
TV, I see the transportmafia sit-
tingontheleftofChanniandthe
sandmafia on his right. If they
are eliminated, there will be
enoughmoney.”
CallingChannia“nakli (fake)

Kejriwal”, he said: “Whatever I
promise in Punjab, the fake
Kejriwal announces the same
two days later. He only makes
promises, never fulfils them. I
announced free power; nowhe
says Congress governmentwill
alsogive400unitsof freepower.
Have any of you got power bills
of ‘zero’ amount? I announced
15,000mohalla clinics; he also
announced that. Has even one
mohalla clinic come up in
Punjab? I scheduled ameeting
with autorickshaw drivers to-
day; now he has also
reachedthere.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

WITHTHEBJP-led government
preparing to repeal the con-
tentiousfarmlawsinthecoming
winter session, the government
onMonday began its efforts to
bring in a consensus over issues
even as the presiding officers
called for leaders of all parties to
ensuresmoothfunctioningofthe
fourweek-longsession.
Prime Minister Narendra

Modiisexpectedtoattendtheall-
party meeting called by
Parliamentary AffairsMinister
PralhadJoshionSundayat11am.
BJPleaderswillalsomeetpartyal-
liesat3pmandtheparty’sparlia-
mentary executivewill have a
meeting later in the evening.
“Thesearecustomarymeetingsin
whichwetriedtofindacommon
view on the issues that could
comeupinthesession.Wewould
also discuss the issues that our
partners want to raise,” said a
BJPleader.
Lok Sabha SpeakerOmBirla

and Rajya Sabha Chairman M
VenkaiahNaiduwillalsomeetthe

floorleadersofallpartiestoavoid
achaoticsession.BoththeHouses
witnessedunruly scenes during
theMonsoonSessionwhichwent
off without anymajor debate.
Expressing concernover the “in-
creasing indisciplineanddisrup-
tions” on the floor of theHouse,
SpeakerBirlahascalledforurgent
action.“Wewilldiscussthiswith
the leaders of all political parties
if necessary, and expect that the
proceedings of the Housewill
pass off smoothly,” said Birla,
while addressing theconcluding
session of the 82nd All India
Presiding Officers’ Conference
(AIPOC)lastweekinShimla.
The highlight of thewinter

session,beginningNovember29
andtoconcludeonDecember23,
willbethewithdrawalofthethree
farm laws. However, the an-
nouncementisnotlikelytoensure
asmoothsession.TheOpposition
is expected to support the de-
mandsoffarmersforalegislation
onMinimumSupport Price, for
which the government has not
agreed.Agitatingfarmershaveso
farrefusedtocallofftheirprotests
unless thegovernmentagrees to
theirdemands.

ARVINDKEJRIWALsays
hispromisewill benefit
1crorewomen inPunjab.
According to theElection
Commissionof India,
therewere96.19 lakh
womenvoters inPunjab
in2019LokSabhapolls.

Crore-strong
votebankE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Farm laws repeal:
Govt begins efforts
for House consensus

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER22

REITERATING THE farmers’ re-
solvetocontinuewiththeiragita-
tion,BKUleaderRakeshTikaiton
MondayaccusedPrimeMinister
NarendraModioftryingtocreate
ariftamongfarmers.
“Ittookoneyearforustomake

them(government) understand
thatthelawsyoubroughtarenot
goodforpoor farmers, labourers,
andothers.Wesaidthings inour
language,butthosesittinginbun-
galows inDelhihadanother lan-
guage...Theydecidedtowithdraw
the law but tried to divide the
farmersbysayingthattheyfailed
tomakesomepeopleunderstand
thelaws,”Tikaitsaidatakisanma-
hapanchayat in Lucknow, refer-
ring toModi’s apologywhile an-
nouncingthedecisiononFriday.
Farmers from Punjab and

Haryanaalsoattendedthemaha-
panchayat organised by the
SamyuktaKisanMorcha(SKM).
“There aremanymore farm-

ers’ issues that the government
needs to look into,” said Tikait,
pointingtothedemandfora law
guaranteeingminimumsupport
price (MSP). “Our strugglewill
continuebecause our issues are

not limited to the repeal of the
threefarmlaws.Thegovernment
should talk tous to resolve these
issues. We are not going any-
where.Wewillholdmeetingsall
over the country andmakepeo-
pleaware,”hesaid.
ThePMshouldgiveananswer

on theMSPdemand thathehad
supported as Gujarat Chief
Minister in 2011, Tikait said. He
saidModiwaspartofacommittee
thathadsuggestedtothenPrime
MinisterManmohanSinghthata
law guaranteeingMSPwas re-
quired. “The report of this com-
mitteeislyinginthePMO.Thereis
no need for a new committee...
You implement your own com-
mitteereport,”Tikaitsaid.
Healsoreiteratedthedemand

forsackingUnionMinisterofState
forHomeAjayMishra,whoseson
has been arrested in connection
with thedeathof four farmers in
LakhimpurKheri.

Protest to continue,
PM trying to divide
farmers, says Tikait

BKUleaderRakeshTikait
at themahapanchayat in
Lucknow. Vishal Srivastav

DelhiCMArvindKejriwal
havingdinneratanauto
driver’s residence in
LudhianaonMonday.Express

Rs 1,000permonth to every
woman: AAP’s newpromise

New Delhi



EXPRESSNETWORK 9WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,NOVEMBER23,2021

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

COMINGTOthe rescueof aDalit
student,whocouldnotgetadmis-
siontoIIT-Bombayashewasun-
able topay the admission fee on
time due to technical glitches
while using a credit card, the
Supreme Court onMonday in-
voked its powers under Article
142of the Constitution to direct
theauthoritiestocreateaseatfor
himwithin48hours.
A bench of Justices D Y

Chandrachud andA S Bopanna
asked the Joint Seat Allocation
Authority (JoSAA),whichman-
agesandregulatesadmissions,to
allotaseat to thestudent,Prince.
Thebenchsaidthat“itwouldbea
great travesty of justice if the
youngDalitstudentisdeniedad-
missionfornon-paymentoffees”.
“This court has before it a

youngDalitstudent,whoisonthe
vergeoflosingavaluedseatwhich
hasbeenallocatedinIIT-Bombay.
Thetravailsof theappellanthave
takenhimfromAllahabad,where
he is presently studying, to
Kharagpur(whichorganisedJEE-
Advanced this year) and then to
Mumbaiandeventuallytothena-
tional capital. Having regard to
factsofthecase,itwouldbeagreat
travesty of justice if the young
Dalitstudentisdeniedadmission
for non-payment of fees to IIT-
Bombay after having tried to do
so.Hence,weareoftheviewthat

it is a fit caseof Article142 in the
interim stage,” the bench said.
Article 142enables the Supreme
Court to pass orders as is neces-
sarytoensure“complete justice”
inamatterpendingbeforeit.
OnMonday, thecourt said its

orderwill not disturb any other
studentwhohasalreadybeenad-
mitted.Itsaidthesupernumerary
seatwill be subject to admission
oftheappellantbeingregularised
if any vacancy arises due to exi-
gencies. Itdirectedthattheorder
begiveneffect towithinthenext
48hours.
Thestudent,whowill turn18

onNovember25,hadpassedthe
JEE (Advanced) 2021and scored
AllIndiaRank(CRL)25,894andSC
(ScheduledCaste) Rank864and
wasallottedaseat in IIT-Bombay
forthefour-yearB.Techcourse in
Civil Engineering. The rules for
seatallocationinIITsforacademic
year 2021-22 had prescribed a
timeframetillnoononOctober31,
2021, “for completionof feepay-
ment/ document upload/ re-
sponseby candidate to query (if
required)forRound1”.
Prince,whowas represented

by advocates Amol Chitale and
PragyaBaghel,saidinhispetition
that he logged into the JoSAA
websiteOctober29anduploaded
the documents as required.
“However,theseatacceptancefee
paymentcouldnotbedone”that
day, as he “was falling short of
money and therefore, his sister
transferredmoneytohisaccount

on”October30,thepetitionsaid.
Heattempted“about10to12

times to make payment” on
October 30 but “was unable to
makethepaymentduetoatech-
nicalerrorattheendofhiscardis-
suing bank, viz., State Bank of
India”,thepetitionsaid.
On October 31, Prince “at-

temptedtomakepaymentbyvis-
itingacybercaféhoweverall the
attempts...failedandthepetitioner
wasunable tomake the seat ac-
ceptancefeepaymentwithinthe
stipulatedtime,”thepetitionsaid.
TheUP resident thenwrote

emails to JoSAAand IIT-Bombay
but to no avail. He also visited
JoSAAphysicallybutnohelpwas
forthcoming, the petition said.
Prince approached BombayHC
buthispleawasdismissed,itsaid.
On November 20, the

Supreme Court heard the stu-
dent's appeal against Bombay
HC’srulingandaskedauthorities
toexplorethepossibilityofadmit-
tinghim.OnMonday,theauthor-
ities informed the court that all
seats had been filled and there
wasnovacancyleft.
But the court did not agree.

“Youareboundtodosomething,
there is noquestionof exploring
options.Rightnow,wearegiving
you this opportunity.Otherwise,
we will pass an order under
Article 142. Youbetter do some-
thingforthisyoungman...”Justice
Chandrachudsaid.
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www.indianexpress.com

ADMISSIONFEEGLITCH

SC gives IIT 48hours
to admit Dalit student

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER22

AIR INDIA, being bought by the
TataGroup,hasapproachedaUS
federal court and sought a stay
oneffortsbyforeigninvestorsin
Bengaluru start up Devas
MultimediaPvtLtdtoattachthe
assetsof thepublicsectorcarrier
aspartofeffortstorecovercom-
pensationawardsmadeagainst
state-run ISRO's commercial
arm, Antrix Corporation, over a
failed 2005Devas-Antrix satel-
litedeal.
AirIndiahasmovedtheUScourt
forsoutherndistrictofNewYork
to stay and dismiss efforts by
threeMauritius-basedinvestors
in Devas Multimedia and
German telecom major
DeutscheTelekomtoidentifyAir
India as an alter ego of the
Government of India to recover
compensation awardsmade by
international tribunals against
ISRO'sAntrixCorpoverthefailed
2005satellitedeal.
Air India has informed the US
court that it has signed a “share

purchase”agreementwith Tata
Sonswithasalelikelytocloseby
theendof2021or2022,andthat
this will result in Air India no
longerbeingagovernmentasset
oranalteregoofGoI.
Mauritius-based investors in
Devas Multimedia - CC/Devas
Mauritius, Telcom Devas
MauritiusandDevasEmployees
MauritiusPvtLtd-havewritten
to the court, stating that sale of
AirIndiawillnotaffectrecognis-
ing the airline to be an asset of
GoI.
“India's sale of Air Indiawill not
impair -much lessdestroy - the
Court's ability to grant Plaintiffs
effective relief,” the Devas in-
vestorsstated inaNovember15
letter to the court through legal
representatives. “The relevant
time period for determining
whetherAir India is India'salter
ego is before this action was
filed...Air India is India, and is li-
able for India's failure topaythe
award.”
TheMauritiusinvestorsinDevas
Multimedia were awarded a
$111-millioncompensationbya
tribunalonOctober13,2020.

With Tatas now, not alter
ego of govt: A-I to US court;
Devas says still liable to pay

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER22

OVERNIGHT DOWNPOUR on
Sundaynight triggered flooding
in many areas of northern
Bengaluru -- inundating several
residentialareasandITparks,and
promptingevacuationsinpartsof
theregion.
Rain measuring 138mm

poundedtheareawithinaspanof
hours on Sunday, adding to the
damage alreadywitnessed over
thismonth of November due to
multiplespellsof rain.
Thecityhaswitnessedoneof

itswettest November in recent
years with over 27 cm of rain
recorded in theperiod between
November 1 andNovember 22.
Bengalururecorded29cmofrain

inNovember2015.
Authoritiesrescuedresidents

stuck in houses at the Kendriya

Vihar apartment complex in
Yelahanka, north Bengaluru on
Monday.Theapartmentcomplex,
locatednear theYelahanka lake,
wasinundatedwithwater,Bruhat
BengaluruMahanagara Palike
(BBMP)officialssaid.“Heavyrain
of 138mm led towater inflow
from the lake,” BBMP Chief
CommissionerGauravGuptasaid.
EighteenNDRFteamsusedboats
andtractorstoferrytheresidents
outof theapartmentcomplex.
The area around one of the

largest tech parks in north
Bengaluru,theManyataTechPark
inNagwara,wasalsowaterlogged
onMonday. Several employees
wereforcedtoreturnhome.
UnexpectedNovember rain-

fallhasledtothedeathsofatleast
24 people across the state this
month.

AnNDRF teamevacuatesresidentsafterheavyrain inBengaluru.Reuters

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER22

THERESULTSofaDNAtestcould
possiblyputanendtoamonths-
long custody dispute of a one-
year-old child inKerala. If the re-
sults return positive, former SFI
leader Anupama S Chandran
could be reunitedwith her son,
who was allegedly put up for
adoptionbyherparentswithout
herconsent.
OnMonday, officials of the

Rajiv Gandhi Centre for
Biotechnology (RGCB) in
Thiruvananthapuramcollected
samples fromChandranandher
partnerAjithKumartoconducta
DNA test. The child's samples
werealsocollectedfromashelter
home. The results of the test are
likely to be knownwithin two

days.TheDNAtestwasmandated
by a family court, which tem-
porarily stayed the adoption
process.
According to Chandran, she

gave birth to a boy in October
2020. Days later, her parents al-
legedly tookawaythechild from
herforciblyandlefthimatastate
facilityforadoption.InAugustthis
year, theKerala StateCouncil for
ChildWelfare gave the baby to
adoptive parents in Andhra
Pradesh.
The Thiruvananthapuram

DistrictChildWelfareCommittee
directed lastweek that the child
be brought back to Kerala from
Andhra Pradesh. Chandran on
Monday questioned why her
sampleswerenotcollectedatthe
same time as that of the child.
Kerala Health Minister Veena
George,however,saidtheprocess
wastransparent.

Samples of couple, child
collected for DNA test

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
asked theCentre togather infor-
mation from the states on the
progressmadeondisbursalofex
gratiacompensationofRs50,000
tothekinofCovid-19victimsand
pulleduptheGujaratgovernment
for issuingnotificationconstitut-
ingascrutinycommitteecontrary
toitsdirections.
Abenchof JusticesMRShah

andBVNagarathna,whichsought
to know fromSolicitor General
TusharMehta,howmanypeople
havegot the compensation, said
heshouldcollectthedatafromall
thestates,andagrievanceredres-
sal committee should be set up
beforethenextdateofhearingon
November 29. The bench was
hearing an application seeking

quashingof theOctober29reso-
lution issuedby theGujarat gov-
ernment forming a “Covid-19
deathascertainingcommittee”.
At theoutset,Mehta, appear-

ing for theGujarat government,
said that anamended resolution
hasbeenissued.
The bench asked additional

chief secretaryManoj Aggarwal
whohaddraftedthenotification.
Aggarwal said the file goes
through departments before a
nod from competent authority.
The bench then askedwhowas
the competent authority.
Aggarwal replied it is the Chief
Minister.“Yourchiefministermay
not know many things? Mr.
Secretary,youarethereforwhat?”
thebenchobserved.
InOctober,SCsaidnostatecan

deny ex-gratia solely on the
ground that thedeath certificate
doesnotmentionCovid-19.

SC pulls up Gujarat,
asks Centre for data
on Covid ex-gratia

SANJANABHALERAO
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER22

AGROUPofparentsfromMumbai
wrote toMaharashtra govern-
menttoreopenschoolsforallchil-
drenabovetwoyearsofage,asthe
stateandthecityhaverecordeda
steady drop in daily Covid-19
casesintheweeksafterDiwali.
In an open letter to Chief

MinisterUddhav Thackeray, the
parentshighlightedproblemsre-

lated to online learning and the
impact thepandemichashadon
thehealthof the children. “...our
children have fallen behind in
learningdue toonline schooling.
They are not retaining informa-
tion,findingitdifficulttofocusand

aresufferingacutely.Itisaffecting
theirmentalhealth,” said the let-
ter. The petitionwas signed by
morethan2,400individuals.
GayatriSabharwal,oneof the

petitioners, said, “Wecannotun-
derstand the state government’s
logic. If children can be every-
wherefrommallstoplaygrounds,
whycan’ttheyattendschools?”
Schools had resumed for

classes8to12inOctober. Thede-
cisiononrestartingtheremaining
classesisyettobetaken.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
PUTTAPARTHI,NOVEMBER22

RULERSSHOULDintrospectevery
day on their decisions and also
check if theyhave anybad char-
acteristics,ChiefJusticeofIndiaN
VRamanasaidonMonday.
Addressing the Sri Sathya Sai

Institute of Higher Learning in
AnantapuramudistrictofAndhra
Pradesh, Justice Ramana said
thereare14badqualitiesofrulers

whichtheyshouldavoid.“All the
rulers in the democratic set-up,
before beginning their routine
work,shouldintrospectwhether
theyhaveanybadcharacteristics,”
hesaid.

Chief Justice
of India NV
Ramana

KafeelKhan

Maharashtra
CMUddhav
Thackeray

KERALAADOPTIONROW

Rulers need to introspect
every day: CJI Ramana

Notices to five
e-retailers for
sale of ‘defective’
pressure cookers

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

TERMINATED FROMservice on
Nov11inconnectionwithdeaths
of children, allegedlydue tooxy-
genshortagein2017,paediatrician
Dr Kafeel Khan of Gorakhpur’s
BRDMedicalCollegeandHospital
onMondaysaidhewillmovethe
High Court against the Uttar
Pradeshgovernment’sdecision.
Addressing themedia, Khan

said, “The (UP) government has
claimedtherearefourallegations
against me. They have upheld
threeofthoseandexoneratedme
inthecaseofmedicalnegligence....
EventhecourthasobservedthatI
triedmybesttosavelives—Iwill
approachthecourttooverturnthe
decision(toterminateservice).”
Khan countered the allega-

tionsmadebytheUPgovernment,
andsaid:“PleasedonotthinkIwas
targetedmerely because I ama
Muslim.Theyneededascapegoat;
theywanted to save their own
people. If itwasanyotherperson
that night, (she/he)wouldhave
beenpersecuted,”Khansaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

THE CENTRAL Consumer
ProtectionAuthority (CCPA) has
issuednoticestofivee-commerce
platformsforallowingthesaleof
pressurecookerswhichareinvi-
olationofthegovernment’squal-
ity standards, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and
PublicDistributionsaidMonday.
Amazon, Flipkart, Snapdeal,

ShopcluesandPaytmMallhave
been served notices, according
to theministry. On official said
thenoticesweresentonNov18.
“CCPA has sought response

from the e-commerce entities
within 7 days from issuance of
notice, failingwhich, necessary
actionmay be initiated against
themundertheprovisionsofthe
ConsumerProtectionAct,2019,”
theministrysaidinastatement.
Theministry has also asked

theDirectorGeneralofBureauof
Indian Standards (BIS) to take
cognizance of the matter and
takenecessaryaction, it added.

After sacking,
UP doctor says
will move HC

Reopen schools, parents urge Uddhav

Bengaluru: Flooding resulted
inmajordamagestolaborato-
riesonthe50-acrecampusof
JawaharlalNehruCentre for
AdvancedScientificResearch.
“Geneticsamplespreservedfor
over 25years havebeende-
stroyed,”aJNCASRofficialsaid.
Aprofessor said. “...data and
samples collected over the
years for researchonHIV, ge-
neticshavebeenaffected.This
willhaveanimpactonthePh.D
programme.” ENS

PREMIER RESEARCH
FACILITYDAMAGED

Overnight rain inundates
parts of north Bengaluru

New Delhi
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IDENTIFYING & INCLUDING
Databaseofunorganisedworkers isawelcomeandoverdue
steptowardscreatingarobust social securityarchitecture

T
HEMIGRANTLABOURcrisis thatplayedoutduringtheCovid-inducedna-
tionallockdownlastyearexposedthegapingholesinthesocialsecurityar-
chitecture in India.Theabsenceof credibledataonthemigrantworkforce,
the inability to identify themquicklyenough,meant that littlepolicy sup-
port could be extended to this sectionduring a period of acute economic

distress.Butthisabsenceofcomprehensive,granulardataextendswellbeyondthemigrant
workers, andencompasses theentireunorganised labour,whichaccounts for roughly90
percentof theentirelabourforceinthecountry. Initsabsence, it isdifficultnotonlytode-
signappropriatepolicysupport,butalsotoensuredeliveryofbenefitsduringtimesofneed.
Toaddressthisglaringgap,thegovernmenthaslaunchedthee-Shramportal—adatabase
ofunorganisedworkers.Thisisawelcomeandlongoverduestep.Theidentificationandreg-
istrationof theseworkersmarks the first stage ina long journey towardscreatinga social
securitystructureforthispartof thelabourforce.
As reported in this paper, roughly a fifth of the estimatedunorganisedworkers in the

countryarenowregisteredonthedatabase—thegovernmenthopestoregister38croreun-
organisedworkers.Odisha leads thecoveragewitharound87percentof itsunorganised
workers registered on the portal, followedbyWest Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and
Bihar.Preliminarysnapshotsofthedatabaserevealthat40.5percentofunorganisedwork-
ersbelongtotheOBCcategory,27.4percentarefromthegeneralcategory,23.7percentare
ScheduledCastes,while8.3percentareScheduledTribes.Theportalalsogathersinforma-
tionontheoccupationstheworkersareengagedin.Asreportedinthispaper,maximumreg-
istrationshavebeenintheagriculturesector(53.6percent),followedbyconstruction(12.2
percent),anddomesticandhouseholdworkers(8.71percent).Consideringthatsomesec-
tors/occupations have been hit worse by the pandemic, this is vital information.
Governmentscouldtailorspecificschemestohelpthosesectionsoftheunorganisedlabour
forcewhohavefacedthebruntof theeconomicdislocation.Reportedly, thedatabasewill
alsobelinkedtoUnnati—theproposedlabourmatchingplatform.
Thereareseveral issuesthatrequiregreatergovernmentattention.Forone,theinforma-

tiongatheredonworkers,especiallyonmigrants,willneedtoberegularlyupdated.Thestates
oforiginanddestinationwillneedtodothisandkeeptrackofcircularmigration.Second,reg-
istrationforthoseunwillingtodosowillneedtobeincentivised.Third,eligibilitycriteriafor
schemesthatdependoninformationthatisnotcollectedbythee-Shramportalwillalsoneed
tobeintegrated.Thereisalsotheissueofportabilityofbenefits,extendedatboththecentral
andstate level, thatwill need tobeexamined.Merely creatingadatabaseofworkers isnot
enough,butidentifyingthem,registeringthem,isasteptowardsincludingtheminsocialse-
curityschemes,andcreatingamorecomprehensiveandrobustsocialsecurityarchitecture.

THE GREAT LONELY HEART
Hecameasanemissary,but the lonelinessofDelhi’sonly
Africanelephantasks troublingquestionsofhumanpride

I
N1998,Ayoungelephant,athomeinthevastSavannahgrasslandsofZimbabwe,
setoffonajourneyhehadn’taskedfor.Bythefiatofhumans,hehadbeenturned
fromelephanttoemissary—agiftfromtheAfricannationtotheIndianpresident.
Here,inthesearidclimes,hewasgivenaname,Shankar,andahome,anenclosure
attheDelhiZoo.Hewasnotaloneatfirst,butthefemaleelephantwhohadaccom-

paniedhimonthatlongjourneydiedafewyearslater.ItishardfortheAfricanelephant,un-
tamedandsolitarybynature,togetalongwithAsianelephantsorrespondtohumancom-
mands. The only other African elephant in India lives far away inMysuru. And so, in this
strangeland,all thatremainedforShankarwasalong,stubbornloneliness.
Forcenturies,emperorsandimperialistshaveturnedanimalsintoacurrencyofpower,or

tokensofbenevolence.TheEastIndiaCompany’sreigninIndiasawelephantsmakearduous
voyagestoBritain.AfterIndependence,anationwithouteconomicheftturnedelephantsinto
symbolsof softpower.UnderNehru,babyelephantsweredispatchedas“messengersofaf-
fectionfromthechildrenofIndia”toseveralcountries.FordesigninganashtrayforAirIndia,
theSpanishartistSalvadorDaliaskedfor—andgot—anelephantforhisgardeninBarcelona.
Thisanthropocentricworldview—wherethemostmagnificentanimalsareuprooted

fromtheirhomesandhabitatstobeturnedintoplaythingsofhumanneeds—isfortunately
onitswayout.In2005,theIndiangovernmentbannedthegiftingofwildanimalsfordiplo-
macy.TheDelhiZoohasstoppedacceptingsuch“gifts”.Proddedbyonlinepetitionsagainst
Shankar’s “solitary confinement”, it is now looking to import amate for Shankar, or for a
waytosendhimbackhometoZimbabwe.Whetherornot theysucceed, the lonelinessof
Delhi’sonlyAfricanelephantwillcontinuetoasktroublingquestionsofthecostsentientbe-
ingspayforhumanpride.

The Punjab opportunity

Manraj Grewal Sharma

Agitationthrewlightoncrisesinagriculture.Farm
unionscanbridgedividebetweenpolicy,practice

THELUSHGREENfieldsofPunjab,theimpres-
sivemansions invillages, thetoggeduppeo-
ple,themuscularSUVs,theshinytractors,the
peppymusic, all hide a quiet desperation, a
sinking feeling. The farmagitationwas born
outofthisexistentialistcrisisfacingthePunjab
farmer.Itisironicthatthereformistfarmlaws
(albeitwithsomeflaws)passedbythecentral
governmentwithout consulting the stake-
holdersprovedtobethetippingpoint,uniting
the ideologically dividedunions and setting
offoneofthelongestandemotionallycharged
agrarianagitationsof independentIndia.
Unbeknowntomany,thefirstredflagwas

raisedbylabourersfromBihar,manyof them
small landowners,whopointedtotheyawn-
ing gap between the handsomeminimum
support price (MSP) reaped by the Punjab
farmersandthepittancetheygotfromprivate
traderssincetheclosureofwholesalemandis
inBiharin2006.Invillageaftervillage,seething
withangeragainstthe“kaalekanoon”,women
who came into their own in this agitation
would tell youhow the “bhaiya”working in
theirfieldstoldthemtheywouldbereducedto
labouring forothers if they let corporates rob
themoftheMSPassuredbythegovernment.
Themovementnotonlybroughttogether

landowners and landless labourers but also
the arhtiya or themiddleman,much reviled
forhis extortionist interest rates, and traders
dependentontheruraleconomy.Italsounited
thefarmersofPunjabandHaryana.
Suchwasitsappealthatitevenresonated

inChandigarh,amoderncityinfamousforits
cold neighbourhoods. Suddenly, the biggest
roundaboutofCityBeautifulwasawashwith
youngsters, someof themfromtonyschools
whose only link to agriculturewas Punjabi
pop,wavingflagsinfavouroffarmers.Popular
actorsandsingersgavewordstotheangstof
the farmer, raising the pitch at protest sites
anddrawinginyoungsters,who,intheirpur-
suitofpasturesabroad,wereincreasinglyes-
trangedfromthefields.
Seeingthe“prosperity”attheSinghubor-

der,somesectionssoughttopaintitasanag-
itationofbiglandlords,butthisisfarfromthe
truth.With1.53per centof landshare in the
country, Punjab is a small statewith 70 per

cent farmers having a landholding of fewer
than five acres. Land is their pride, their very
being.Nothingillustratesitbetterthanthesui-
cide in February this year by a farmer from
Tanda, who had remained the village
sarpanch for 25 years. He and his son took
their lives for the fear of losing the land they
hadmortgaged to a cooperative society for
Rs4 lakh.A recent study found that all those
whodiedduringtheagitationownedlessthan
2.5acresof land.
Whenthefarmbillswerefirstintroduced

in June last year, word spread that these
wouldheraldtheendoftheMSPregimethat
keptthefarmerafloat.Further,theyappeared
to tilt the scales towards corporates while
robbing the farmer of his right to approach
thecourts.
Since1965,whentheGreenRevolutionin-

troducedPunjabtohigh-yieldingvarietiesof
wheatandpaddy,thestate’sfarmershaveem-
braced these two crops.While the planners
had envisaged diversification and a robust
foodprocessingindustryintheyearstocome,
nothinghappenedonthegroundas farmers
workedhardtoreaprecord-breakingharvests
from the vicious wheat-paddy cycle.
Successive governments—office has alter-
nated between the Congress and the Akali
Dal-BJPcombine—havefailedtoaddressthe
loomingcrisis.Thewatertablehasdippedto
thepointofdesertification.Soilhealthispoor,
andtheairispolluted.Politicalparties,which
haveinstitutionalisedsopssuchasfreewater
andelectricity insteadof takingconstructive
steps to reformagriculture, can’t escape the
blame for the present crisis. It’s perhaps one
reasonwhy union leaders did not let any
politicianset footontheirstage.
Oncethemostprosperousstateofthena-

tion, Punjab has been slipping consistently.
Today, its per capita income is Rs 1,15,882—
0.16percentlowerthanthenationalaverage
ofRs1,16,067.Onceknownforitsoverseasre-
mittances,nowit’sseeinganoutflowoffunds
asyoungstersacrossthestate—andnotjustin
the region of Doaba— scramble to pursue
studiesabroad.
The agitation has shone the light on the

structural crisis in farming. Theyeargoneby

sawa lot of debate anddiscussion at protest
sites as farmer activists translated scholarly
articles into Punjabi andHindi. The protests
on the Delhi borders became amagnet for
farmers fromacross the nation leading to a
cross-pollination of ideas. The newly aware
farmernowtalksaboutremunerativeprices,
village knowledge centres, the power of co-
operatives, andhowthe introductionofmil-
letsandcereals inthePDScouldhelphim.
Ithasalsogivennewconfidence to farm-

ersaboutthepowerofmobilisation.Haryana
isalreadyseeingfarmersuniteoncivicaswell
aslawandorderissues.Punjabisnodifferent.
Localpoliticianscomplainabouthowincreas-
inglybelligerent farmersband togetherover
minorissues.It’sadelicatesituationthatneeds
delicatehandling.
While the agitationmayhaveunited the

farmers,it’smadeinvestorswaryofthestate,
which bodes ill for promoting non-farm in-
come,keytoalleviatingfarmdistress.
Theagitationalsohasimplicationsforthe

upcomingassemblypollsinPunjab.Thecan-
didates in the coming elections are likely to
faceamorequestioningelectorate.With the
repeal robbing the parties of theirmain poll
plank, theywill have to gobeyond the tradi-
tionalsopstomorecreativesolutionssuchas
market intervention schemes andprice sta-
bilisationfundsforfarmers.
Thereisnodearthofsolutionstofarmdis-

tress. SS Johl, eminentagronomistandafor-
mervice-chancellorofthePunjabAgricultural
University,whosesuggestionshavebeenim-
plementedincountriessuchasChinaandIran,
hasfiledtworeportsonagricultureinPunjab,
but no party has cared to implement them.
Much is spoken about the 2006 MS
Swaminathanreport,butlittlehasbeendone
toimplementit.
Willtheunions,whohavesosuccessfully

steeredthefarmers,helpthegovernmentfind
away out? Theyhave before themagolden
opportunitytobridgethedividebetweenpol-
icy and practice and usher in reformswith
minimal pain to the small farmer and drive
himoutofdespair.

manraj.grewal@expressindia.com

The year gone by saw a lot of
debate and discussion at
protest sites as farmer
activists translated scholarly
articles into Punjabi and
Hindi. The protests on the
Delhi borders became a
magnet for farmers from
across the nation leading to a
cross-pollination of ideas.
The newly aware farmer now
talks about remunerative
prices, village knowledge
centres, the power of
cooperatives, and how the
introduction of millets and
cereals in the PDS could
help him.
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WORDLYWISE

Nature’s greatmasterpiece, an elephant; the
only harmless great thing.

— JOHN DONNETHEEDITORIALPAGE

Aditya Bhol

A QUESTION OF DIGNITY
SecondphaseofSwachhBharatMissionmustfocusonwelfareofsanitationworkers

THECOVID-19PANDEMIChas testedourpa-
tienceandresilience.Thefrontlineworkershave
labouredwithunrelentinggritinthefaceofob-
vioushealthhazards.Manyofthem,especially
thesanitationworkers,hadtofacegreaterrisks,
inadditiontochallengestheyroutinelyface.The
pandemic should lead tourgency in address-
ingissuesrelatedtotheirsafetyandwelfare.
Sanitationworkinthecountryisinextrica-

bly tiedwith caste-based occupational roles.
Thebulkof suchwork isdonebypeople from
ScheduledCastecommunities,andScheduled
Tribes insomeareas.Sanitationworkershave,
for long, been subjected to discrimination,
stigma,and,even,untouchabilityforyears.The
most stigmatised among themare those en-
gagedinthemanualcleaningofsewers,septic
tanks, pits anddrains.Despite theProhibition
ofEmploymentofManualScavengersAct,2013,
thepracticecontinuesunabated.Althoughlo-
cal governmentbodiesdonotdirectly engage
manualscavengers,thepracticecontinuesbe-
cause sanitationwork is subcontracted topri-
vate businesses and informal labourers. The
Sixth Economic Census, 2013 reported “that
fromtheroughly1.7 lakhrecordedbusinesses
underthebroadactivityofwatersupply, sew-
erage,wastemanagementandremediationac-
tivities,82percentof thebusinessesareinthe
privatesector”.
Thedemandforsanitationwork,whichhad

alreadybeengrowingduetourbanisation,has
witnesseda steep increase following the suc-
cessfulconstructionoftoiletsinthefirstphaseof
theSwachhBharatMission. The flagshippro-
grammehas led to the constructionof toilets

withon-site sanitation systemssuchas septic
tanksandpitsinbothurban,peri-urbanandru-
ralareas.Therehasbeenanemphasisonlarger
sanitationinfrastructuresuchasseweragenet-
works, sewerage treatmentplants and faecal
sludge treatment plants through the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation.However,withthefocuslargely
on500citiesoutofthe4,041statutorytownsin
Indiaandbecauseofinadequateseweragenet-
workandtreatmentplants, thesafe treatment
anddisposalofwastelagsbehindtoiletconstruc-
tion.Muchof thedemand fordesludgingand
othersanitationservicesismetthroughprivate
vacuumtruckoperatorswhoareknowntoflout
thebanonmanualscavengingandviolatesafety
standards.TheManualScavengingSurvey,con-
ducted by theMinistry of Social Justice and
Empowerment,counted66,692scavengerstill
October2020.However,giventheextentof in-
formalityinthesector,itischallengingtoarrive
atanaccurateestimateof thenumberofman-
ualscavengersandsanitationworkers.
The latest National Sample Survey data,

2019,showsthatmorethan65percenthouse-
holds in the country have toiletswith septic
tanks andpits. The corresponding estimated
figures for villages and citieswith less than1
millionpopulationwerenearly73and68per
centrespectively.Thesefiguresunderscorethe
needtoaugmentthesanitationvaluechain,par-
ticularly in termsofmechanisedcleaningand
treatment of waste. The extension of the
SwachhBharatMission (Gramin andUrban)
andAtalMission for Rejuvenation andUrban
Transformationtotheirsecondphases,entail-

ingtheprioritisationofsafetreatmentanddis-
posalofwaste,alongwithbuildingsanitarytoi-
lets,is,therefore,salient.Sucheffortsshouldbe
complementedwithwelfaremeasuresforsan-
itationworkers.
The Ministry of Social Justice and

Empowermenthasbeen takingmeasures for
therehabilitationof sanitationworkersunder
its revised Self-Employment Scheme for
Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers. The
scheme provides one-time cash assistance,
loansatconcessionalrates,subsidyandskillde-
velopmenttraining.
TheNationalSafaiKaramcharisFinanceand

DevelopmentCorporation is building capaci-
ties at the local government level, equipping
thesegovernment agencieswithmechanised
desludging trucks andproviding financial as-
sistance to sanitationworkers,manual scav-
engers and their dependents. The proposed
National Action forMechanised Sanitation
Ecosystemplans to set upunits at thedistrict
andlocalgovernmentlevelstomonitorsanita-
tionservices, includingtheactivitiesofprivate
sanitationserviceorganisations.Mechanisation
ofsanitationwillbesynchronisedwithdecen-
tralisedmonitoringof violationsof sanitation
protocols and informal education campaigns.
These schemes couldpave theway for eradi-
catingmanual scavenging andensuringwel-
fareofallsanitationworkers.

TheauthorisMonitoringandEvaluation
LeadatDevelopmentMonitoring

andEvaluationOffice(DMEO),NITIAayog.
Viewsarepersonal

The demand for sanitation
work, which had already
been growing due to
urbanisation, has witnessed
a steep increase following the
successful construction of
toilets in the first phase of
the Swachh Bharat Mission.
The flagship programme has
led to the construction of
toilets with on-site
sanitation systems such as
septic tanks and pits.
However, the safe treatment
and disposal of waste lags
behind toilet construction.

KERALA CONGRESS
THEKERALAPRADESHCongresscommittee
hasdecidedtojoinhandswiththeCongress-
I for forming an alternativeGovernment in
the“exceptionalcircumstances’’prevailingin
thestate.Thetwo-dayjointmeetingofmem-
bersofthestateexecutiveandthelegislature
partytookthedecisionbyanoverwhelming
majority to “preventMarxists fromcoming
topower”.

PM ON ARMS RACE
THE PRIMEMINISTER,Mrs Indira Gandhi,
saidhere onSunday that Indiawas against
anyarmsrace.Butinthecontextof interna-

tional perspective and security environ-
ment, it had tobeprepared in respectof its
defence needs and face the challenge that
might be posed, she saidwhile addressing
membersof theCongress(I)parliamentary
partyontheeveofthewintersessionbegin-
ningonMonday.

ASSAM RALLIES
THEWEEK-LONG second phase of the re-
sumedmovementbytheAll-AssamStudents
Union and the All-AssamGana Parishad
againstforeignersinAssambeganonSunday
withpublicralliesheldatcampusesofeduca-
tionalinstitutionsinseveralpartsofthestate.

PAK GROUP
PAKISTANAUTHORITIESHAVE smashed a
subversivegroupplanningacampaignof sab-
otage andassassination to topplethemilitary
government, police sources saidonSunday.
The sourcessaid the breakthrough in their
search for thegroupcame on Friday night
when theyraideda flat inKarachi.Duringa
gunbattle,thegroup’sleaderwas killed.

DELHI TEST
THE THIRD TEST between India and
England at Delhi will be organised by the
Board of Control for Cricket in India, after
theDDCAexpressed its inability todoso.

NOVEMBER 23, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

THE SECRET SPREAD
Chinaconstructingamilitary facility inUAEpoints toBeijing’s
useof economic, infrastructureprojects for strategicends

T
HEREVELATIONTHATChinawasconstructingasecretmilitaryfacilityatthe
Port of Khalifa in theUnitedArabEmirates confirmsbothBeijing's growing
strategicambitionandthestealthandsubterfugewithwhichit isexpanding
itsmilitaryfootprintbeyonditsborders.AccordingtoareportinTheWallStreet
Journal, theUSgovernmentheldurgentmeetingswiththeauthorities inthe

UAEaftersatelliteimagesrevealedthesurreptitiousconstructionofamilitarystructureear-
lierthisyear.TheUAEsubsequentlyhaltedtheprojectandclaimedthatitdidnotknowabout
China'smilitaryinfrastructuredevelopment.Thissupposedignorancewillprovidelittlecom-
forttoNewDelhiandotherswithastakeinAsiaandtheIndianOceanRegion(IOR).
Formuchof the20thcentury,Beijingeschewedforeignmilitarybasesinthenameof

nationalsentimentandsovereignty.However, inrecentyears,asChinahasbecomemore
assertiveunderXiJinping,ithasusedallthetoolsatitsdisposaltogainafootholdinstrate-
gically significant areas. In2017, thePLAbeganoperating its first overseasmilitarybase
inDjibouti. Inotherlocations, itseemstobeemployingtheso-called“dualuse”strategy:
FromGwadarandKarachi inPakistan, toHambantota inSri Lankaand through theBelt
andRoadInitiative,ChinahasestablishedapresenceatkeypointsintheIORthroughthe
promiseofeconomicandinfrastructurepartnerships.AsintheUAE,theselocationscould
beused—covertly, orovertly andgradually— formilitarypurposes.While theongoing
protests in Pakistan aroundGwadar, and objections in other countries earlier, indicate
thatBeijingmayfacesomepoliticalhurdles, itseconomicmightandabilitytoco-optpo-
litical elitesmayhelp it surmount thechallenges inhost countries.
The Khalifa port incidentmakes it clear that even India’s closest friends have to do

businesswithChina,andthatBeijingwill leverageitseconomicmightforstrategicadvan-
tage.ThatChinese infrastructureprojects in the regionarenowsuspect isonlya further
cause forworry. The US seems to have taken cognisance of Chinese expansionism and
Washington’sscrutinywillperhapskeepitsfriendsandallies—liketheUAEandPakistan
—ontheirtoesvis-a-visChina.NewDelhicannotcompeteonanequalfootingwithBeijing
whenitcomestoeconomicresources. Itmust, therefore,usethe leverageandresources
it has in its immediateneighbourhoodaswell asworkwithother concernedpowers—
suchasmembersof theQuad—toensurea rules-basedorder in the IORandbeyond.

New Delhi
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“People will no longer need to be notified that they are being stripped of their
citizenship, thanks to a clause smuggled into the nationality and borders bill
last week. This is an unfair and draconian measure that MPs ought to be
ashamed to pass into law.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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If China’s rejection of foreign
military bases was political
and contextual, India’s
opposition was framed as an
immutable ideological
principle. Opposing foreign
military bases became an
essential part of India’s non-
aligned foreign policy. In fact,
the absence of foreign
military bases was long
considered as the main
criterion for admitting a
nation to the non-aligned
movement. Even more
consequentially,
independent India began to
dismantle the expansive
military network it had
inherited from the British
Raj. Military isolationism
had become a conscious
ideological choice for India
through the 20th century.

IN ATTORNEY GENERAL for India v. Satish,
the Supreme Court last week considered
appeals against two judgments of the
BombayHighCourt involvinganinterpre-
tation of “sexual assault” under Section 7
of the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO Act). Under
Section 7, touching of the vagina, penis,
anusorbreastofachildormakingthechild
touch these parts of any personwith sex-
ual intentordoing“anyotheractwithsex-
ual intentwhich involvesphysical contact
without penetration” constitutes sexual
assault. It is punishable with aminimum
of three years imprisonment, whichmay
extendtofiveyears,andafine.Aggravated
penetrativesexualassault,whichincludes
assaultofachildbelow12years, ispunish-
ablewithaminimumof fiveyears impris-
onment,whichmayextendtosevenyears,
anda fine.
InSatish’scase,theaccused,aresidentin

the same neighbourhood as the 12-year-
old victim, had taken her to his home un-
der the pretext of giving her a guava,
pressedherbreasts,triedtoremovehersal-
war,andlockedherinhishome.Thevictim
was later found by her mother who had
gone in search of her and was told by a
neighbourthattheaccusedhadtakenherto
his home. The accused denied taking the
girl, but on hearing shouts, the victim’s
mother went to his home, and found her
daughter locked inside a room, crying.
While the special court had convicted the
accused for sexual assault, the Nagpur
BenchoftheBombayHighCourtexpressed
that stringent punishment for sexual as-
saultwarrantedstricterproof.Accordingto
theHighCourt, theconvictioncouldnotbe
upheldbecausetherewas“nodirectphys-
ical contact, i.e. skin-to-skin contact, with
sexual intentwithout penetration.” Satish
was thus acquitted for sexual assault and
convictedinsteadforoutragingawoman’s
modestyandwrongful confinement.
Inthesecondcase(StateofMaharashtra

v. Libnus), theBombayHighCourthadheld
that the appellant’s acts of holding a five-
year-old girl’s hand,moving her frock up-
wardswith one hand, lowering her pants
withanother,andunzippinghispantstoex-
posehispenisdidnot fallwithin theambit
of “any other act” under Section 7. The ac-
cusedwas acquitted for aggravated pene-
trativesexualassault,andinsteadconvicted
forthelesseroffencesofsexualharassment
underboththePOCSOActandthe IPC.
In their respective opinions delivered

last week, both Justice Bela Trivedi and
JusticeSRavindraBhatconsideredtheleg-
islativeintentofenforcingchildren’srightto
protectionfromsexualabuseandexploita-

tion and rejected theHigh Court’s restric-
tiveinterpretationofsexualassault.Witha
view to ensure that the objectives of the
POCSO Act are advanced and not abused,
JusticeTrivedieschewedanarrowinterpre-
tation of the terms “touch” and “physical
contact”. Observing that these termshave
beenused interchangeably, Justice Trivedi
heldthatrestrictingtouchandphysicalcon-
tacttoonly“skin-to-skincontact”wouldbe
contrary to the legislative intent and also
frustratetheobjectivesof thePOCSOAct. It
would lead to absurd situations where
touchingofchildrenwithmaterialssuchas
gloves, condoms, or clothwould not con-
stitutesexualassault.Whileagreeingwith
the principle of strict interpretation of pe-
nalstatutes,JusticeTrivediheldthattherule
which required courts to give the accused
the benefit in case of statutory ambiguity
wouldnotariseas therewasnoambiguity
inSection7.
Justice Bhat, on the other hand,was of

the view that the term “physical contact”
waswiderthan“touch”andwouldinclude
directandindirectcontactbytheoffender,
aswellasnocontactbytheoffenderas“any
otheract”waswideenoughtoincludevic-
timsbeingcoercedtotouchthemselves.To
arrive at this interpretation, Justice Bhat
consideredthelegislativelandscapebefore
thePOCSOActcameintoexistence,aswell
as themischief it sought to suppress and
observedthat“[t]heemphasisof Section7
is toaddress the felt socialneedof outlaw-
ing behaviour driven by sexual intent.”
Justice Bhat also observed that the High
Court’s reasoning “insensitively trivialises
— indeed legitimises — an entire range of
unacceptablebehaviourwhichundermines
achild’sdignityandautonomy,throughun-
wanted intrusions.”
Research studies based on judgments

of special courts have revealed similar in-
terpretationswherein acts of taking chil-
drenbyforceandtearingtheirclotheshave
not been considered as falling outside the
ambit of “physical contact” under Section
7.TheSupremeCourt’sdecisionisthussig-
nificantasithassetrighttheinterpretation
of Section 7 andwill serve as a precedent
forthescoresofcasesbeforespecialcourts
involving physical contactwith sexual in-
tent. The High Court’s concern about the
highminimummandatory sentences no-
ticed by the Supreme Court, however, re-
quires further consideration fromapolicy
perspective.While in the cases at hand it
ledtoanabsurdandnarrowinterpretation
of thelaw,theproportionalityofsentences
and the lack of judicial discretion in cases
ofsexualassaulthavebeenflaggedasareas
of concern in research studies on POCSO.
There isadefiniteneed for researchonthe
impact of highminimummandatory sen-
tencesonjudicialappreciationofevidence
andoutcomes, aswell as theparticipation
of victimsandtheir familiesduring trial.

Rahaheads the research teamatEnfold
ProactiveHealthTrust, Bengaluru.This
articlehasbenefited frominputsby

SreedeviNair, legal researcheratEnfold.

Mao Zedong,who founded Communist
China, saw theUSmilitary presence in Asia
inthe1950saspartof theAmericaneffortto
roll back its communist revolution.ButMao
wasquitehappytolivewithUSmilitarybases
in Asia, as its relations with Soviet Russia
turnedsourandtieswithAmericaimproved.
By the1970s,ChinasawthevalueofUSmil-
itarypresenceincontaining“Sovietsocialim-
perialism”and“latent Japanesemilitarism”.
Today,asChina’smilitarycapabilitiesimprove
anditspoliticalambitionsrise,Beijing is try-
ingtopushAmericaoutofAsiaonceagain.
If China’s rejection of foreignmilitary

bases was political and contextual, India’s
oppositionwasframedasanimmutableide-
ologicalprinciple.Opposingforeignmilitary
bases became an essential part of India’s
non-aligned foreign policy. In fact, the ab-
senceof foreignmilitarybaseswaslongcon-
sideredasthemaincriterionforadmittinga
nation to thenon-alignedmovement. Even
moreconsequentially,independentIndiabe-
gantodismantletheexpansivemilitarynet-
work it had inherited from the British Raj.
Military isolationism had become a con-
scious ideological choice for India through
the20thcentury.
Inthe21stcentury, likeBeijing,thesecu-

rity establishment began to note India’s
growingstrategic interestsbeyondborders.
As the inevitability of China’s naval power
projection into the Indian Ocean became
clear, Delhi began to recognise the need for
military access to strategic locations in the
Indo-Pacific.Butitwashardtoweanthepo-
litical class from the old shibboleths on for-
eignmilitary bases. As a result, India lost
muchtimeinthefirstdecadeofthe21stcen-
tury. In the last fewyears, Indiahas stepped
up itsmilitarydiplomacy.
Delhi’s efforts to secure access involved

negotiatingarrangementswithfriendlystates
in the Indian Ocean as well as developing
deeperstrategicpartnershipswiththeUSand
itsregionalallies.ButDelhiisalongwayfrom
matchingthespeedandintensityofChinese
militarydiplomacy in itsnearandextended
neighbourhood.And thegrowinggapcould
presentseriousproblemstoIndiainthenot-
too-distant future.

Thewriter isdirector, InstituteofSouth
AsianStudies,NationalUniversityof
Singaporeandcontributingeditoron

internationalaffairs forTheIndianExpress

MISUSE OF LAW
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Just not
cricket’ (IE, November 22). Filing sedi-
tionchargesat thedropof ahat seems
tohavebecomethenewnormal in the
countryevenif theallegedoffenceisas
smallassupportingarivalcricketteam.
The sedition law is beenmisused to
crush dissent. Its use against Kashmiri
studentsindicatesmajoritarianism.The
charges shouldbewithdrawn.

IlaRailkar,Mumbai

NOT JUST US
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The push
that Indo-US trade needs (IE:
November22).TostatethatIndia’sam-
bitiousgoals“canonlybeachievedwith
US capital and investment” is to exag-
geratetheAmericancontributiontothe
India investment story. The contribu-
tion is, no doubt, important. But some
other countries have investedmore in
India.Thearticle’spatronisingtonecon-
tinues when it harps on what India
needstodoto increasetrade,while re-
mainingsilentontheimpedimentsput
by theUSadministration.

HemantContractor,Pune

WHO TO TAX
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Time for
a climate tax’ (IE, November 20).
Funds for sustainable development
andotherwelfareschemesof thegov-
ernment should come from taxes on
the wealthy families. However, the
burden usually falls on the salaried
middle class. The corporate tax has
been lowered from 30 per cent to 22
per cent. Moreover, the NDA govern-
ment has increased indirect taxes as
it affects all Indians irrespective of
their income. The introduction of a
wealth tax is the need of the hour.

NischaiVats,Sultanpur

WELL PLAYED
THIS REFERS TO the report ‘Cause for
optimism’ (IE, November 22). The
Indianteamcontinuestowinonhome
ground.TheNewZealandteamlooked
jaded after a gruelling T20WC cam-
paignandtheresultswon’tbeafairre-
flection of the team’s capabilities. For
India,whowereaimingtoresetthebut-
ton, the serieswinwill certainly give a
few pointers to move forward. The
teamhasdonewelltounearthnewop-
tions such as Venkatesh Iyer and
HarshalPatel.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

ARMS RACE
THIS REFERS TO the article ‘A deadly
competition’, (IE,November22).More
than half-a-dozen countries have the
technology or dedicated programmes
todevelophypersonicweapons.There
is a far greater chance of escalation of
hostilities today than itwasduring the
Cold war era, as multiple actors with
cutting-edgemissiles in their arsenal
haveaddedto thecomplexities.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

TRUST DEFICIT
THIS REFERS TO the article ‘Up ahead
: Restoring trust’ (IE, November 22).
The PM’s decision to repeal the farm
lawswithanapologyhas failedtowin
overthefarmers. It isevident fromthe
protestors’ measured response. PM's
repeated admonitions to farmers for
being gullible and being misled by
vested interests and anti-national
forces are fresh in their memory.
Unless thesesadremarksare forgiven
andforgottentheupcomingdialogues
won’t be more conducive to resolve
the pending demand for law onMSP
andother reforms.

LRMurmu,Delhi

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

WithdrawaloffarmbillswillfoilforcesthataretargetingIndianstateanditsunity

Stepping back in national interest

AkhileshMishra

Asdiscoveryof itssurreptitiousmilitarybaseshows,China is tryingtoassert itsprimacyinAsiaand
itswaterswhiletryingtopushUSout

SwagataRaha

A base away from home

REPORTS THAT THEUnited States has pre-
vailed on the United Arab Emirates to stop
China from secretly constructing amilitary
facilityatanAbuDhabiportshouldnotcome
as a surprise. China’s growing interest in ac-
quiring foreignmilitary bases has been re-
ported for more than a decade. Beijing
opened its first foreign military base in
DjiboutiintheHornofAfricain2017.Itissaid
tobebuildingitssecondforeignmilitarybase
at Ream, Cambodia.Washington, however,
hasnotbeensuccessful ingettingCambodia
tostop itsdevelopment.
As theworld’s second-largest economy,

a great trading powerwith a rapidly grow-
ing navy, and amassive geopolitical ambi-
tion,Chinaisboundtoget,soonerthanlater,
a permanent naval presence in the Indian
Ocean thatwill profoundly alter India’s se-
curity environment. The recent US annual
report onChinesemilitary power cites sev-
eral countries thatarebeingtargetedbythe
People’s LiberationArmy formilitarybases.
WhileMyanmar,ThailandandSriLankaare
candidatesfromtheBayofBengal, thereare
many places to thewest of India including
Namibia,Seychelles,Tanzania,andtheUAE.
Pakistan,isofcourse,inacategoryof itsown.
With long-standing and deep political and
military ties to China, Pakistan is likely to
emerge as themost important vehicle for
ChinesenavalpowerprojectionintheIndian
Ocean, with significant implications for
India’smilitaryplanning.
In the past, Communist China claimed

thatitwasquitedifferentfromtheWestand
had no interest in projecting power to dis-
tantseasorforeignmilitarybases.Chinaalso
actively campaigned against foreignmili-
tarypresence inAsia. As adefensivepower
in the second half of the 20th century,
China’s priority was to fend off external
threatstoitssovereigntyandconsolidateits
communist revolution.
China’s attitudes to its own foreignmili-

tarypresencebegantochangeas it roserap-
idlytobecomeagreatpowerinthe21stcen-
tury. That led to a systematic debatewithin
theChinesesecurityestablishment.Thefirst
stepwas to recognise that China had inter-
estsbeyond itsborders. Inaseriesof reports
through the 2000s, Beijing affirmed that its
large, globalised economy and growing re-
lianceonforeignmarketsandresourceshave
created interests far from China’s borders.
Once that proposition was established,
Beijingbegantodebateanewquestionatthe
turnof the2000s:ShouldChinaacquire for-
eignmilitarybasestosecureitsregionaland
global interests? The debate was quickly
clinchedin favourof securingbases.
Chinawentaboutcautiouslyinestablish-

ing foreignbases. Forone,Beijingknowsthe
term“militarybase”ispoliticallyloadedand
iscareful toavoidusingit. Itunderstoodthat
themilitary imperative for bases, so neces-
sary forpowerprojection,mustbebalanced
against the inevitable politics of nationalist
resentmentinthehostcountries.China’sfo-
cus, therefore,was on building dual-use fa-
cilities rather thanexplicitmilitarybaseson
foreign soil. Djibouti has been an exception

to this trendandwelcomes foreignbaseson
itssoil.Lackinganyresources,Djiboutiissim-
ply leveraging its strategic location in the
HornofAfrica.
China’s dual-use approach to gaining

strategic access on distant shores benefited
immensely from its expansive foreign port
construction inthe last twodecadesandthe
morerecentBeltandRoadInitiative tobuild
infrastructureacross the Indo-Pacific.
In AbuDhabi, the Chinese contractwas

to build a civilian facility. But satellite im-
agery and other intelligence convinced US
policymakersaboutChina’ssecretconstruc-
tion of amilitary facility. That is when the
US formally tookupthe issuewith thegov-
ernment in theUAE,which isoneof itsma-
jormilitarypartners intheGulf.Thepicture
is not different in the subcontinent, where
China’s focushasbeenondevelopingstruc-
turesthatareformallycivilianbutamenable
toPLA’s futureuse.
Strategic location,of course, isoneof the

primeconsiderations forbases. But location
doesnotautomaticallytranslateintomilitary
access just because Chinawants it. A lot de-
pends on the nature of the overall relation-
ship with the target nation. This, in turn,
meanscultivatingspecialrelationshipswith
the political elites aswell as strengthening
tieswiththemilitaryestablishmentsinapo-
tentialhostcountry.Armstransfersandmil-
itary diplomacy, then, become an integral
partofChina’squest for foreignbases.
Evenas it seeksmilitarybasesand facili-

tiesaroundtheIndo-Pacific,Chinacontinues
tocampaignagainstUSmilitarypresence in
Asiaanditsstrategicpartnerships.Expanding
its ownmilitary reachwhile trying to push
Americaoutof its frontyard ispartof theef-
fort toestablishChineseprimacyinAsiaand
itswaters.
China’sapproachtotheUSislikeitsIndia

strategy—seekingmilitaryaccesstothesub-
continentandtheIndianOceanwhileunder-
cuttingDelhi’s strategic partnerships in the
region.
Thatbringsustothesimilaritiesbetween

ChineseandIndianpositionsonforeignmil-
itarybases.Inthesecondhalfofthe20thcen-
tury,Delhi, likeBeijing,opposedforeignmil-
itarybases inAsiaandthe IndianOcean.But
here is thebigdifference. ForChina, opposi-
tiontoforeignbaseswasrootedinanassess-
ment of thedirect security consequences of
foreignmilitarybases.

CRSasikumar

THEWITHDRAWALOF the three farmbills,
announcedbyPrimeMinisterNarendraModi
in an address to the nation, has generated
muchdebate.Fromguesstimatingthemoti-
vations for thismove at this time to crystal
gazing,andfrompredictingcollateralfallouts
to even predicting a political turn of events,
theanalyticalresponseshavebeenmany.But
whygothatfarorguesstimateatallwhenthe
PMhimself laidout the reasons forhisdeci-
sion? “Thebillswerebrought in the interest
ofthefarmersandtheyarebeingwithdrawn
innationalinterest,”saidModiinhisaddress.
Whatdoesthismean?
The first part of Modi’s assertion is that

“thebillswerebrought in the interest of the
farmers.” Isheright inassertingthis?
AgriculturalscientistAshokGulatiwrote

inthesepagesonMay18,2020,that“There-
forms,announcedlastweek(threefarmbills)
couldbeaharbingerofmajorchangeinagri-
marketing, a 1991moment of economic re-
formsforagriculture.”
An editorial published in this newspa-

per on January 22, 2021, noted that
“Dismantling themonopoly of state-regu-
latedmandis in agricultural producemar-
keting, doing away with stocking restric-
tions and allowing processors, organised
retailers and exporters to enter into con-
tract cultivation agreements with farmers

are all steps in the right direction.”
So, by now, especially since the with-

drawal of the bills, there iswide consensus
among policy analysts that the billswere in
the interestof the farmers.
So,Modiwasrightwhenhesaid,“Thebills

werebrought in the interestof the farmers.”
Butwhataboutthesecondpartof theasser-
tion that “they are beingwithdrawn in na-
tional interest”?Whatdoesthismean?
Consider the sequence of events after

Modi’sannouncement.ThePrimeMinisterof
thecountryannouncedinatelevisedaddress
tothenationthatthethreebillswillbewith-
drawn as soon as the Winter Session of
Parliament begins later thismonth. The an-
nouncementwasmadeonthePrakashParvof
GuruNanak, perhapsdrivenby thedesire to
sendamessage toPunjab inparticular since
thatisthestate,whichwasthemostagitated.
The protests in Punjab, parts of Haryana

andWesternUttar Pradesh originated after
the billswere proposed and legislated. The
billshavenowbeenwithdrawn.So, thesitu-
ationisbacktowhatexistedbefore.Andyet,
have theagitatorswithdrawn their protest?
On the contrary, they have announced pro-
grammestocontinuetheiragitation,includ-
ingafarmers’marchtoParliamenteveryday
once it is in session, The “farmers’march” in
January2021hadended inviolenceandthe

defilingof theRedFort.
If the concernof theprotestorswasonly

theimplicationsofthebill,surelytheywould
haveatleastcancelledtheirscaled-upplans,
ifnotoutrightendedthestir?Whatotherrea-
soncouldtherebe,then,forcontinuingwith
theagitationevenafter their demandshave
beenmet?
Akal Takht Jathedar Giani Harpreet

Singh’sstatementgivesusaclue.Reactingto
Modi’s announcement, he said, “We had
worries that therewere somegroups in the
agitationwhoweretryingtodistancethem-
selvesfromtheSikhphilosophy,history,sen-
timent and tradition during the agitation.
Then therewereother groups thatwere at-
tempting to turn the farmers’ agitation into
aSikhvsIndiangovernmentorSikhvsHindu
issue.We, as a community, could face seri-
ous implications due to such attempts.We
are relieved from such worries for now. I
thank the Indian government and Prime
MinisterNarendraModiforneutralisingthe
big crisis that wewere able to see heading
towards thecommunity.”
This is theAkal Takht Jathedar speaking,

notaBJPoragovernmentfunctionary.Hisal-
lusionisclear.Usingthefarmbillsasaruse,an
entireindustrysprunguptoseeddiscord.The
gameof thesegroups isparticularlydiabolic
sincetheyfusereligioussentimentsintowhat

was an economic decision. “Attempting to
turn the farmers’ agitation into a Sikh vs
Indiangovernment” issue, these groupsuse
all the resources at their command, includ-
inginternationalfunding.Theiragendaisnot
economic but political. Their target is not
farmerwelfarebutModiinparticularandthe
Indianstate’s acceptability ingeneral.Had it
beenlimitedto justhatredofModi, itwould
have been par for the course. After all, in a
democracynot everyone supports themost
popularleaderof thetime.Buttheagendaof
thesegroups transcendsModi. Theyare tar-
getingtheIndianstateanditsunity.Wehave
seen in the 1980swhat can happenwhen
suchreligioustoxicity is introducedinabor-
derstate.IthasbeenModi’slifelongprojectto
bury any chances of a recurrence of those
darkdays.
If thismeantthatinthenationalinterest,

Modihadtotakeastepbackonthefarmbills
then he did. In the coming weeks and
months,wewillknowhowsagacioushehas
beeninfrontingthewithdrawalhimself,put-
ting his own image and reputation at stake.
For a lifelongkarmyogi likeModi, thenation
alwayscomesfirst.

Thewriter isCEO,BluekraftDigital
Foundationandwasearlier thedirector

(content)atMyGov

RAJA MANDALA

ByC. RajaMohan

Defining a crime
InoverturningtwoBombayHCjudgmentson
POCSO,SCrejectsanarrowinterpretation
ofsexualassaultagainstchildren
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CHINA

Beijingoutlines
plantoimprove
elderlycare
CHINAISurgingsomelocal
governmentstoembarkon
pilotprogrammesnextyear
to improve medical and
careservicesfortheelderly,
with thegoalof rollingout
the schemenationwide in
2023.Of the31provinces,
regionsandmunicipalities
in mainland China, 15
shouldlaunchtheirlocalpi-
lotschemesforbettermed-
icalandcareservicesforthe
elderly next year, the
National Health
Commission(NHC)saidina
statement on Monday.
Chinahasbeenmobilising
resources to ensure that
more vulnerable age
groupsare takencareof as
society ages. In 2020, citi-
zensaged65andaboveac-
countedfor13.5%ofChina’s
population, compared to
8.87%in2010. REUTERS

Thoseaged65and
abovemakeup13.5%
ofChinesepopulation

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

HAITI

Kidnappers
release2of17
USmissionaries
TWOOF17membersofa
missionary group who
were kidnapped more
thanamonthagoaresafe
and“ingoodspirits” after
being freed inHaiti, their
US-based church organi-
sation announced.
ChristianAidMinistriesis-
sued a statement Sunday
sayingitcouldnotgivethe
names of those released,
why they were freed or
otherinformation.“While
we rejoice at this release,
ourheartsarewiththe15
peoplewhoarestillbeing
held,” the Ohio-based
groupsaid. AP

THENETHERLANDS

Ruttecondemns
violenceby‘idiots’
afterrioting
DUTCH CARETAKER
PrimeMinisterMarkRutte
onMonday condemned
rioters in Rotterdamand
other towns and cities
across the Netherlands
over theweekend as “id-
iots” and said police and
prosecutorswould bring
them to justice. Rutte’s
comments came after
coronavirusprotestsinthe
Netherlands andBrussels
descended into violence
amid simmering anger at
lockdownmeasuresbeing
put inplace inanattempt
to rein in soaring rates of
infection. “I realise that
there are a lot of tensions
insocietybecausewehave
beendealingwith all the
misery of coronavirus for
solong,”Ruttesaid. AP

JONAHE.BROMWICH,
ASHLEYSOUTHALL
&TROYCLOSSON
NOVEMBER22

WAITINGINtheholdingareaofa
NewYorkCitycourthousein1966,
TalmadgeHayerturnedtothetwo
menwhowerestandingtrialwith
him. He told them that he in-
tendedtoconfesstohisroleinthe
assassination ofMalcolmXand
makeitcleartheywereinnocent.
“I just want to tell the truth,

that’s all,” he saidwhenhe took
the stand. But the jurywas not
convinced.Hayerhad toldadif-
ferent story earlier in the trial,
and he still refused to name his
co-conspiratorsorsaywhothey

were working for. Eleven days
later, thejuryconvictedallthree
menof first-degreemurder.
The other twomen, known

then as Norman 3X Butler and
Thomas15XJohnson,wentdown
inhistorywithHayerastheassas-
sins of an iconof theCivil Rights
era.Itwouldtake56yearstoclear
theirnames,andJohnsonwould
not livetoseehisexoneration.
TheconvictionsofButlerand

Johnson, who, while in prison
changed their names to
Muhammad A. Aziz and Khalil
Islam, were thrown out in that
same Manhattan courthouse
last week after a 22-month re-
viewof thecase.
But long before the new in-

vestigation that led to the exon-

erations,MujahidAbdulHalim—
thenamethatHayer later chose
—had insisted on themen’s in-
nocence in an effort to set the
record straight and to atone in
somewayforhisroleinahugely
consequentialactof violence.
Halimwasreleasedonparole

in2010.Now80,he livesquietly
inBrooklyn,about5milesaway

fromthecourthousethatlinked
him inextricably to the two in-
nocentmen.
He appears to keep a low

profile.Hisnameandayears-old
photo of himwere not recog-
nisedatcommunitycentresand
shops in thearea.
Halimwas23,afollowerofthe

BlacknationalistgrouptheNation

of Islam and a member of its
Newark, New Jersey,mosque in
1964,when,hesaidinanaffidavit
yearslater,twomenbroughthim
intotheircaronastreetindown-
townPaterson,NewJersey,todis-
cusskillingMalcolmX.
MalcolmXhadspent12years

intheNationof Islam,risingrap-
idly to its top ranks. But in1964,
fissures between him and the
sect’s leader,ElijahMuhammad,
widened into a messy split.
Muhammadprivatelyseemedto
imply that he should be exe-
cuted,accordingtoFBI files.
So when Halim was ap-

proached in Paterson, his deep
religious zeal ledhim tobelieve
hewasbeingtested,hetoldPeter
Goldman,ajournalistwhointer-

viewedhiminprisonforabiog-
raphyofMalcolmX.
OnFeb21,1965,asMalcolmX

wasabouttodeliveraspeechatat
the Audubon Ballroom in
Manhattanoutlininganewanti-
racistmovementfocusedonBlack
empowerment,Halimwasoneof
threemenwho rose after a brief
distractionandopenedfire.Inthe
chaos that followed, Halimwas
shotinthelegandapprehended.
The other shooters escaped.

Within 10 days, Aziz and Islam
were arrested. Despite Halim’s
statement,thetestimonyofalibi
witnesses, and a complete lack
of physical evidence tying Aziz
and Islam to the shooting, they
wereconvictedalongwithhim.
Halim continued to call for

theexonerationofhisco-defen-
dants intheyearsthat followed.
Inprison, theweightofwhat

he had done appeared to crash
downonHalim, according to the
independent historian Abdur-
RahmanMuhammad,whohas
studiedMalcolmX’slifeanddeath.
AfterElijahMuhammad,the

Nation of Islam leader, died in
1975, his son, Warith Deen
Mohammed, restoredMalcolm
X’sgoodname.Atthatpoint,the
historian said, Halim became
concernedabout thestateofhis
soul. “Hehadacompletebreak-
down in prison because he had
beenholding it downon a pack
of lies,” Abdur-Rahman
Muhammad said. “He took a
man’s lifeovera lie.” NYT

MUJAHID ABDUL HALIM NOW LIVES A QUIET LIFE IN BROOKLYN

56 yrs ago, he shot Malcolm X; he long called for co-defendants’ exoneration
MujahidAbdul
Halimstruggled
withpolice
outsidethe
ballroomwhere
MalcolmXwas
shotandkilled.AP

DANSIMMONS,MITCH
SMITH,ROBERTCHIARITO,
JESUSJIMÉNEZ&LIVIA
ALBECK-RIPKA
WAUKESHA(WISCONSIN),
NOVEMBER22

ITWASsupposedtobeacelebra-
tory night in Waukesha,
Wisconsin. Dance groups and
high school bands and politi-
ciansweremarchingalongMain
StreetintheMilwaukeesuburb’s
Christmasparade,whichwasre-
turningfromapandemichiatus.
Then,justbefore4.40pm,the

driverofaredSUVstormedpast
barricadesandbarrelledthrough
the crowd, striking dozens. At
leastfivepeoplewerekilledand
more than 40 people were in-
jured, and the numbers could
change, cityauthoritiessaid ina
statementlateSunday.Areahos-
pitals reported treating dozens
ofpatients, includingmanychil-
dren. Itwasunclearwhatmight
havemotivated theepisode.
“Todayourcommunity faced

horrorandtragedyinwhatshould
havebeenacommunitycelebra-
tion,” saidMayor ShawnReilly,
who described seeing smiling
childrenandhappyparentswhen
he marched along the parade
route before the incident. “I’m

deeplysaddenedtoknowthatso
manyinourcommunitywentto
a parade but ended up dealing
withinjuryandheartache.”
ChiefDanielThompsonofthe

Waukesha Police Department
said on Sundaynight that a per-
sonofinterestwasincustodyand
that therewasno further threat.
Eyewitnesses described the
driver asmale, but thatwas not
confirmed by the police. Chief
Thompson said shotswere fired
bythepoliceatthedriver.
A spokesman for Children’s

Wisconsin said that hospital,
which treats only pediatric pa-
tients, had admitted 15 people
on Sunday. Details about their
conditions were not immedi-
ately available. Another hospi-
tal, Aurora Medical
Center–Summit, said inastate-
ment that itwas treating13pa-
tients, includingthreeincritical
condition. Officials at Froedtert
Hospital said they also had re-
ceivedpatientsbutdidnotspec-
ifyhowmany.
The tragedy spoiled what

participants and onlookers de-
scribed as a joyous night in
Waukesha, abedroomcommu-
nity about 20 miles west of
Milwaukee. More than 60 en-
tries, from theWaukesha Fire
Department to theOldCarClub
to Santa, were scheduled to
march throughdowntown.
Thiswas the58thChristmas

paradeforWaukesha,anannual
eventthatwascanceledlastyear
because of the pandemic. The
theme of this year’s event was
simply“Comfortand Joy.” NYT

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON,NOVEMBER22

INDIA’S INDIGENOUSLY-MADE
Covaxin,oneof thevaccinesbe-
ingusednationwideintheinoc-
ulation campaign against the
Covid-19 pandemic, is on the
UK’s list of approved Covid-19
vaccines for international trav-
ellers fromMonday.
This will benefit more fully

vaccinated Indians planning
travel to the UK without the
need for a pre-departure PCR
test or self-isolation at the ad-
dressdeclaredontheircompul-
soryPassengerLocatorForms.
Like other fully vaccinated

travellers, including those vacci-
natedwithCovishield,theyarere-
quiredtopre-bookaPCRorlateral
flowtestonarrival inEngland, to
betakenbeforetheendofday2.
“From 4am on Monday 22

November, the governmentwill
recognisevaccinesontheWorld
HealthOrganisation’sEmergency
UseListing(WHOEUL)atthebor-
der,” the UK’s Department for
Transport(DfT)confirmed.
“As a result, Sinovac,

SinopharmBeijing andCovaxin
willbeaddedtoourexisting list
ofapprovedvaccineforinbound
travel, benefitting more fully
vaccinatedpassengers,” it said.
Earlierthismonth,Covaxin—

the secondmost used formula-
tion in India — had received its
WHOEULstatus,resultinginthe
UKannouncingplanstoinclude
it on its list of approved Covid
vaccines fromNovember22.

Meanwhile, travellers who
aren’t fully vaccinated against
Covid-19 are required to un-
dergo a pre-departure test and
10-dayquarantineat adeclared
address inBritain.
FromMonday, the UK gov-

ernment said it is also simplify-
ing travel rules for all under-18s
coming to England from a non-
red-list country, who will be
treatedasfullyvaccinatedatthe
border, regardless of their indi-
vidualvaccinationstatus. PTI

5dead,40 injured inUSafterSUV
speeds intoChristmasparade

Policecordonoff astreet inWaukesha,Wisconsin,after thedeadly incident.AP

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,NOVEMBER22

CASH-STRAPPEDPAKISTANand
the IMF have reached a staff-
levelagreementtocompletethe
sixth review of an assistance
package needed to restore the
stalled$6billionprogramme.
The InternationalMonetary

Fund(IMF),inabailoutpackagein
2019,pledgedtoprovidethesup-
portunderExtendedFundFacility
(EFF)whenPakistan’s economy
was in a critical stage andbadly
neededassistancetomeetthebal-
anceofpaymentchallenge.
Thesixthreviewofthefacility

hasbeeninrecesssinceApriland
with it the loan facility, creating
doubts inthemindof investors.
The IMF announced in a

statementonMonday that staff
levelunderstandingissubjectto
approvalbytheExecutiveBoard,
followingtheimplementationof
prior actions, notably on fiscal
and institutional reforms.
“Availabledatasuggeststhat

a strongeconomic recoveryhas
gainedhold,benefitingfromthe
authorities’multifaceted policy
response to the Covid-19 pan-
demicthathashelpedcontainits
human and macroeconomic
ramifications,” the IMFsaid.
The approval of the agree-

ment will make available 750
million in Special Drawing
Rights (SDR), equivalent to
$1,059million, it said.
TheSDR isabasketofmixed

currencies made available to
membercountriesof the IMF.
In its statement following

discussionswith Pakistani offi-
cials, theIMFacknowledgedthe
country’s progress in imple-
menting the programme, “de-
spiteadifficult environment”.
The IMFalsoacknowledged

Pakistan’s progress in improv-
ing its anti-money laundering
andcombattingthefinancingof
terrorismregimebutitsaidthat
theadditional timewasneeded
to strengthen its effectiveness.
It predicted that Pakistan’s

economic growth rate would
reachorgobeyond4%inthecur-
rentfiscalyearand4.5%inFiscal
Year 23, adding that talks with
Pakistanofficialsalsofocusedon
policies to achieve sustainable
andresilientgrowth. PTI

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,NOVEMBER22

THE NEPAL Bar Association
(NBA) onMonday approached
the Speaker of the House of
Representative and a senior
leader of the main opposition
Party, the Communist Party of
Nepal-UML, aspart of its efforts
to initiate the impeachment
process against the country’s
Chief Justice Cholendra
ShumsherRana.
A delegation of theNBA, led

by its chairperson,
Chandreshwar Shrestha, met
Nepal House Speaker Agni
Sapkota and UML leader
Subhash Nembang separately,
asking them to initiate the im-
peachmentprocessagainstRana
overallegationsthathefailedto
fulfilpromiseshemadebeforea
Housecommitteeat the timeof
his confirmationhearing.
Both Sapkota andNembang

promised to look into it.
Amajorityof SupremeCourt

justices began boycotting the
benches on November 1, as a
protesturgingtheChiefJusticeto
convene benches using some
formofrandomselectioninstead
of at his discretion. The boycott
soon snowballed into amove-
mentforRana’sresignationamid
allegationsregardingcontrover-
sial verdicts that he delivered,
andaccusations that hewas too
closetosomepoliticians.
However, the strike by the

judges,andtheBar’ssupportof it,
cameunder public criticism for
their “lackof sensitivity” toordi-
nary people’s “right to justice”,
compelling themtoat least take
uphabeascorpuspetitions.Other
cases listed for final settlement
duringtheperiodremainpending.

BYRONKAYE
&RENJUJOSE
SYDNEY,NOVEMBER22

AUSTRALIANSMALLpublishers
will get a leg up in their fight to
secure licensing deals with
Google and Facebook after the
country’srichestpersonsaidhis
philanthropic organisation
wouldseekacollectivebargain-
ingarrangement for them.
TheMinderoo Foundation,

ownedbyAndrewForrest,chair-
manof ironoreminerFortescue
Metals Group, plans to help 18
small publishers by applying to
theAustralianCompetition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC)
ontheirbehalfsotheycannego-
tiatetogetherwithoutbreaching
competition laws.
Themovewaswelcomedby

publishers including the Star
Observer,Australia’soldestLGBTQ
title,whichlikesomeothersmall
publishersdidnotgetadealwith
Facebookdespitehavingsecured
adealwithGoogle.
Forrest’sextracloutaswellas

thedifferingapproachestosmall
publishers by Google and
Facebook could buildmomen-
tum for the Australian govern-
ment to interveneandset fees.
Australia broke new ground

with a law thathas sinceMarch
required the two tech giants to
negotiatewithAustralianoutlets
forcontentthatdrivestrafficand
advertising to theirwebsites.
Butwhilemostmajor news

providers have secured deals,
many small publishers have
beenleftout inthecold,criticis-
ingFacebookinparticular for its
reluctance to take their calls.
Other publications that have

secureddealswithGooglebutnot
Facebook includeTVbroadcaster
SBS,themainsourceofforeignlan-
guagenews. REUTERS

REUTERS
BEIJING,NOVEMBER22

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinping
told leaders of the 10-country
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations(ASEAN)atasummiton
Monday that Beijingwould not
“bully” its smaller regional
neighbours,amidrisingtension
over theSouthChinaSea.
Beijing’s territorial claims

over the sea clashwith those of
several SoutheastAsiannations
and have raised alarm from
Washington toTokyo.
ButXisaidChinawouldnever

seekhegemonynor take advan-
tage of its size to coerce smaller
countries, andwouldworkwith
ASEANtoeliminate“interference”.
“China was, is, and will al-

waysbeagoodneighbour,good
friend, and good partner of
ASEAN,”Xi said.

China’s assertion of sover-
eignty over the South China Sea
has set it against ASEANmem-

bersVietnamandthePhilippines,
while Brunei, Taiwan and
Malaysiaalsolayclaimtoparts.
ThePhilippinesonThursday

condemnedtheactionsof three
Chinesecoastguardvesselsthat
it said blocked and usedwater
cannon on resupply boats
headedtowardsaPhilippine-oc-
cupiedatoll in thesea.
The United States on Friday

calledtheChineseactions“dan-
gerous, provocative, and unjus-
tified”, and warned that an
armedattackonPhilippineves-
selswouldinvokeUSmutualde-
fencecommitments.
PhilippinePresidentRodrigo

Duterte told thesummithosted
byXi thathe “abhors” the alter-
cation and said the rule of law
was theonlywayoutof thedis-
pute.Hereferredtoa2016inter-
nationalarbitrationrulingwhich
foundChina’smaritimeclaimto
theseahadno legalbasis.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,NOVEMBER22

SRILANKA’S formerpolicechief
Pujith Jayasundera was on
Monday indicted with 855
charges of criminal negligence
for failing to act despite receiv-
ing prior intelligencewarnings
inthe2019EasterSundayterror
attackthatkillednearly270peo-
ple, including11 Indians.
The Sri Lankan Attorney

General read out the charges
whenthecasewastakenupbe-
fore a three-judge High Court
bench comprising Justices
Namal Balalle, Aditya
Patabendige and Mohamed

IrshadeenonMonday.
A total of 855 charges of

criminal negligence were lev-
elled against Jayasundera, who
pleadednotguilty.
Jayasunderawas present in

thecourtroomwhenthecharges
werereadoutagainsthiminthe
case, which has over 1,200wit-
nesses, lawyers said.
His lawyers insistedthat the

former inspector general was
not guilty of ignoring
intelligence.
Former Sri Lankan Defence

Secretary Hemasiri Fernando,
whowas a keymember in the
defenceministry when the at-
tacktookplaceinApril2019,also
facedsimilar charges.

Jayasundera and Fernando
were suspended from service
andarrestedinconnectionwith
thecase.
However, theywere laterre-

leasedonbail.
Bothwereaccusedbythethen

PresidentMaithripala Sirisenaof
negligenceover alleged inaction
despite the availability of intelli-
genceontheattacks.
Nine suicide bombers be-

longingtolocalextremistgroup
National Thawheed Jamaat
(NTJ), linked to ISIS, carried out
aseriesofdevastatingblaststhat
torethroughthreechurchesand
asmany luxury hotels on April
21, 2019, killingnearly 270peo-
ple, and injuringover500.

Bruzgi: President Alexander
Lukashenko said on Monday
Belarus seeks no confrontation
withPolandbutwants theEUto
take in 2,000migrants stranded
onitsborder,andheaddedthatif
the crisis deteriorated “too far,
war isunavoidable”.
TheEuropeanUnionaccuses

Belarusof flying in thousandsof
peoplefromtheMiddleEastand
pushingthemtocrossintotheEU
via Poland, Lithuania and Latvia

in response to EU sanctions im-
posedoverLukashenko’scrush-
ing of protests against his dis-
putedre-election.
Minskdenies fomenting the

migrantcrisis.
Polish PM Mateusz

Morawiecki said Sunday the cri-
sismay be a prelude to “some-
thingmuchworse”,andPoland’s
border guard said Belarusian
forceswerestillferryingmigrants
tothefrontier. REUTERS

DRIVER’SMOTIVEUNCLEAR; ‘PERSONOF INTEREST’ INCUSTODY

Sri Lanka’s former police chief
indicted in 2019 Easter attacks

Pak, IMF agree
to complete aid
package review
to restore
$6-billion loan

Nepal Bar Assn
steps up efforts
to gather support
for impeachment
of Chief Justice

Migrantsexita tentnear theBelarus-Polandborder.Reuters

Belarus asks EU to take migrants,
says does not want confrontation

Australian tycoon
to help small
publishers strike
deals with
Google, Facebook

CZECHS,SLOVAKSTIGHTENCOVIDRULES:Peoplewait ina
linetogetCovidvaccineshotsatPrague’smainrailway
stationonMonday.TheCzechRepublicandSlovakiabanned
unvaccinatedpeople frompubsandservices fromMonday
afterasurge inCovid-19cases.Reuters

Covaxin is now on
UK’s list of approved
vaccines for travellers

Vienna: Austria entered its
fourthnationallockdownon
Monday after tens of thou-
sands of people, many of
them far-right supporters,
protested in Vienna against
renewed curbs on move-
ment as Europe again be-
comes the epicentre of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Protests turned to violence
in Brussels and across the
Netherlandsovertheweek-
end amid frustration over
yetmore government con-
trols nearly two years after
theviruswasfirst identified
inChina.Austria introduced
the first lockdown inwest-
ern Europe since vaccines
becameavailable.REUTERS

Austria enters
fourth lockdown
as Covid cases
soar in Europe

CHINAHASlongsoughtto
playdownworriesaboutits
activitiesintheSouthChina
Sea(SCS)thathavecaused
tensionsbetweenitand
ASEANcountries.Atthesame
time,Chinahascontinuedto
strengthenitspresenceinthe
SCS,raisingconcernsabout
skirmishesbreakingoutthat
couldleadtomoreserious
conflicts,especiallywiththe
USregularlyconducting“free-
domofnavigation”operation
intheregion.

Growing
concern
overSCSE●EX
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Xi tells Southeast Asian leaders
China does not seek ‘hegemony’

MEANWHILE

UBEREATSTOALLOWCANNABISORDERS INONTARIO
UberwillallowusersinOntario,Canada,toplaceordersforcannabisonitsUberEatsapp,markingthe
ride-hailinggiant’sforayintotheboomingbusiness,acompanyspokespersonsaidonMonday.UberEats
will listcannabisretailerTokyoSmokeonitsmarketplace,followingwhichcustomerscanplaceorders
fromtheUberEatsappandthenpickitupattheirnearestTokyoSmokestore,thespokespersonsaid.
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Covid resurgence in Europe
SIMPLYPUT

Despitehighvaccinationrates,newcasesarerisingacrossEurope.Austriahasimposedalockdown,while
Germanyhasstressedtheneedfortougherrestrictions.Alookattrends,andthereasonsfortheresurgence.

AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,NOVEMBER22

AUSTRIARE-IMPOSEDanational lockdown
on Monday, as it continued to register a
record number of Covid-19 infections. This
isjustdaysafterithadannouncedthatCovid-
19 vaccination would bemade a legal re-
quirement fromFebruarynextyear.
Also on Monday, German chancellor

Angela Merkel said tougher restrictions
neededtobeputinplacetorestrainthecon-
tinuing spread of the coronavirus. Like
Austria, Germany too is currently going
through theworst phase of the pandemic.
So are someother European countries such
as the Netherlands and Slovakia, which on
Mondaybarrednon-vaccinatedpeoplefrom
accessing anynon-essential stores or shop-
pingmalls. Slovakia has also asked people
withoutvaccinationnottoattendanypublic
event or gatherings, andwouldneed to test
themselvesatleasttwiceaweekeventojust
get to theirwork.
BelgiumandtheUnitedKingdomarealso

experiencing a dangerous surge. Together,
Europe is currently reporting nearly two-
thirds of all new infectionsworldwide. The
WorldHealthOrganiaationrecentlywarned
that if tougher measures were not put in
place immediately,half amillionadditional
deathscould takeplacebynextFebruary.
Thecurrentwaveof infectionsinEurope,

whichishappeningdespitehighvaccination
ratesinseveralcountries, isbeingblamedon
avarietyof factors,afewofwhichareunique
to the region. But it also has lessons for the
rest of the world, including India: a pro-
longedlull,andevenhighvaccinationnum-
bers,arenoguaranteeagainsttheresurgence
of thedisease, something that thescientists
have been emphasising repeatedly, but is
usually ignoredbypopulations eager to get
back tonormalcy.

Winter resurgence
Arise incases inEuropeduringthis time

of theyearhasn’t comeasabigsurprise, ac-
cordingtoViranderSinghChauhan,ascien-
tist and former director of the Delhi-based
InternationalCentreforGeneticEngineering
and Biotechnology. “The onset of winter
playsa role, thoughnoonecanpredicthow
bigorsmall thesurgewouldbe. It isnotthat
thisvirus spreads faster inwinters... there is
no evidence for that. Butmost of the activi-
tieshappenindoorsbecauseof thelowtem-
peratures. And that kind of setting is con-
ducive for transmission,”hesaid.
Even a lockdown,which is used to curb

the spread of the virus, forces people to re-

main indoors.But there is an importantdif-
ferencebetweenthisandpeoplestaying in-
doorsjustbecauseitiswinter.Duringalock-
down, the intermingling of people and the
interactions are keptminimal, but people
stayingindoorstoescapethewintercoldwill
interactfreelyif thereisnolockdown,hence
thechancesof transmissionarehigher.
In fact, the current resurgencehas come

justasEuropewasslowlyopeningupaftera
relativelycalmsummer. Just thismonth, for
example, theUKhosted the annual climate
change conference in Glasgowwhich saw
recordparticipation,evenhigherthaninpre-
vious high-profile climatemeets in Paris in

2015 or Copenhagen in 2009. Over 30,000
people attended the two-week conference,
making it the largest suchmeeting organ-
isedbytheUKever.Althoughtheattendees
werebeinggrantedentryonlyaftertakinga
dailytest, theconferenceisreportedtohave
producedseveralinfections;thenumberwas
never revealed despite being repeatedly
asked for.
Theconferencealsosawlargegatherings

outsidethevenue,asNGOsandcivil society
organisationsorganisedprotestmarchesthat
arenormalduringthesemeetings.Between
50,000 and 100,000 peoplewere reported
tohaveassembledfortheseprotestsonmul-

tipleoccasions.
Asofnow,theclimatemeetingisnotbe-

ing blamed for the surge in the UK or else-
where, but this could change. It is hardly a
weeksincethemeetinggotover,anditisstill
time for the cases triggered by the confer-
ence toemerge.
The climate meeting was not the only

majorgatheringthatEuropehasseen inthe
lastfewweeks.Festivegatheringshavebeen
happening in several countries, some of
whichhavenowbeenbannedbytherespec-
tivegovernments.

Breakthrough infections
Scientistshavebeenemphasisingforlong

thatnoneof thecurrentCovid-19vaccines is
aguaranteeagainst infection.Theyareeffec-
tiveonlyinpreventingorreducingseveredis-
ease,hospitalisationanddeath.Thishasbeen
evidentnotjustinEuropebutalsoinotherre-
gions, such as theUnited States,whichhave
seen big surges in the last fewmonths. The
hospitalisationanddeathnumbershavenot
riseninsameproportionasthecasenumbers.
But given the numbers being reported

fromEurope,theproportionofbreakthrough
infections is also likely to be very high, in
comparison, for example, to a country like
India.Scientistssaythat therelatively lower
prevalenceoftheDeltavariantinEuropeun-
tilthissummercouldhavehadaroletoplay.
TheDeltavariantisthemostdangerousvari-
antdetecteduntilnow,andisknowntohave
amuchgreater ability to bypass the immu-
nity. InEurope,mostof theearlierinfections
were causedbymilder variants. Theproba-
bilityof peoplegettingreinfectedtoDelta is
thereforehigh.Incontrast,mostof theinfec-
tionsinIndiaduringthesecondwaveandaf-
terwere fromtheDeltavariant.

Vaccine hesitancy
Most of the countries in Europe have

achievedvaccination rates of 60per cent or
higher. In the last couple of months, there
has been a pushback frompeople sceptical
of thevaccines.Theanti-vaccinepopulation
forms a significant proportion in several
Europeancountries. Ironically,ascaseshave
risen,bothamongvaccinatedaswellasnon-
vaccinatedsections, ithasgivenfurtheram-
munitiontothoseagainstvaccinestopointto
the ineffectivenessof thevaccines.
It isaviciouscycle,withtheanti-vaccine

sentiment getting stronger in some places.
It has already resulted in protests inmany
cities, including several days of violent
clashes with law enforcement agencies in
Brussels.EveninAustria,thereisreportedto
beastrongpush-backagainstthelockdown
andmandatoryvaccination.
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DESPITE THE announcement by Prime
MinisterNarendraModionFridaycommit-
ting to repeal the three farm laws, farmers
havesaid theirprotestwill continue--and
havewritten to the PMwith their six re-
mainingdemands, including,most impor-
tantly, a legalmandate forminimum sup-
portprices (MSP).
"MinimumSupport Price based on the

comprehensivecostofproduction...should
bemade a legal entitlement of all farmers
for all agricultural produce, so that every
farmerof thecountrycanbeguaranteedat
least theMSP announced by the govern-
ment for their entire crop," the Samyukta
KisanMorcha (SKM) said in anopen letter
toModi releasedonSunday.

GuaranteedMSPs
As the name suggests, MSPs are the

prices atwhich, onpaper, the government
promises to procure agricultural produce
from farmers. At present, the government
announcesMSPsfor23crops,butprocure-
menthappensonly fora fewamongthem.
Also, procurement varies quite a lot across
states.
While the government does announce

MSPs every year, it is not required to do so
by law.ThecompulsiontoprocureonMSP
ispolitical,not legal.But if thereweretobe
a lawbackingtheMSPregime, thegovern-
mentwould lose its existing discretion in
choosingnot toprocure.
A legal mandate for MSP would force

the government to purchase all the pro-
duce that any farmer wants to sell at the
declaredMSP.Itwouldalsohavetoprocure
fromallstates,andallcropsforwhichMSPs
areannounced.

Problemwith this
IndiahashadMSPsforseveralcropsfor

several decades now, but that has not re-

solvedtheproblemofagrariandistress.On
theotherhand,aguaranteedMSPcanhave
quitea fewunintendedconsequences that
mightmaketheattemptedcureworsethan
the disease. A good example is from the
United States, during the presidency of
JimmyCarterbetween1977and1981.
To alleviate the economic condition of

dairy farmers, Carter an-
nouncedthatthepriceofmilk
would go up by 6 cents per
gallonevery6months.Butto
maintain these prices, the
Carter administration had to
increasethedemandformilk.
Itchosetodosobyofferingto
buy asmuch cheese as any-
onewouldsell to thegovern-
mentatapredesignatedprice.Thiswas, in
essence, a 'guaranteedMSP'.
As the months and years rolled by,

moreandmorecheesewasproducedand
sold to the government. Dairy farmers
were happy with higher milk prices, and

kept increasingproduction far inexcessof
the real demand. Most of the milk went
intomaking cheese, whichwas then sold
to thegovernment.
Butthegovernmentdidnotknowwhat

todowith it. It ranoutof space, andhadto
rent several caves to store the cheese. By
1981, Carter's dairy support programme

was costing American tax-
payers $2 billion every year,
while the government was
stuck with mountains of
unutilisedcheese.
The administration of

PresidentRonaldReaganwho
succeededCarterstoppedthe
automaticincreasesinprices,
gavethecheeseawayforfree,

andpaiddairy farmers to cut downon the
productionofmilk.
In India, the percentage of people in-

volved inagriculture is farhigher,andthey
are farmore economically distressed than
anyWestern country. A legallymandated

MSP regime is likely to be neither feasible
nor sustainable in the long run. Already
grainstockslyingwiththegovernmentare
morethantwiceitsbufferrequirement,and
sometimesenduprotting.

Possibleway forward
Itseemslogicalthatinsteadofbypassing

themarketbyusingMSPs,thegovernment
shouldmake efforts to enable farmers to
participate in themarket. However, most
Indian farmers have small andmarginal
landholdings, making them uneconomic.
Theyarepoorandindebted,andalargesec-
tionamongthosewhoworkinthefieldsare
landless labourers.
Theway forward is to ramp up invest-

ment in the agriculture sector. Thismeans
better irrigation facilities, easier access to
credit,timelyaccesstopower,andramping
upwarehousecapacityandextensionserv-
ices, includingpost-harvestmarketing.The
approachhastobetoraisethefarmers'bar-
gainingabilityandchoicesbefore them.

At a fundamental level, the problem is
there are just toomanypeople involved in
Indian agriculture for it to be truly remu-
nerative.Agricultureaccountsforjust17%of
India'sGDPwhileemploying55%of itspop-
ulation.Toagreatextent,thesolutiontothe
economic distress of Indian farmers lies
outsideagriculture--inboostingIndia'sin-
dustrial andservices sectors.
These two sectors can potentially soak

up the excess labour that is at present en-
gaged in unremunerative farm activities.
Rapidgrowthof industriesandservicesfor
the next couple of decades could alleviate
India’s farm distress. This, however, is not
happening.Datashowthatmanufacturing
lost half its jobs between 2016 and 2019,
evenbeforetheCovid-19pandemichit.Post
pandemic, there is a trend of more and
morepeople re-joiningagriculture.
In theshort term,manyeconomistsar-

gue that the best way to alleviate distress
wouldbetoprovidedirectcashtransfersto
the ruralpoor.
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THEBENCHMARKindicesfell1.96percenton
Monday,theirbiggestsingle-dayfall inseven
months. The BSE Sensex closed at 58,465.9
points,andtheNSENiftyat17,416.5.Themar-
ketswereweighed downby concerns over
Covid,inflation,andamorethan4percentfall
inthesharesofRelianceindustries.

Losses after rally
Since it hit a high of 62,245 on October

19, the benchmark Sensex has lost 3,780
points or 6 per cent. Over the same period,
themidcapandthesmallcapindicesatBSE
havelost4.5percentand5.5percentrespec-
tively. Following the significant rally in the
10-month period between January and
October, expensive valuations emerged as
thebroadconcern for themarkets.
On Monday, the Sensex fell sharply

amidstgrowingconcernsoverthefreshrise

inCovidcasesandthe impositionof restric-
tions/lockdownsinseveralcountriesinclud-
ingthoseinEurope.Indianmarketswereone
of thebiggest losers,unnervedalsoover the
governmenttakingastepbackonitsreform
agenda,havingannouncedtherepealof the
three farm laws in Parliament'swinter ses-
sionbeginningnextweek.
ThedeclineinRelianceIndustriesshares

followed the announcement on Friday that
RIL andSaudiAramcohavedecided todrop
thelatter’smegaplantoacquirea20percent
stake in RIL’s oil-to-chemicals business "in
lightof thechangedcontext".
"Cancellation of Reliance-Aramco deal,

withdrawalofagriculturefarmacts,persist-
entsellingbyFIIs,anddisappointmentfrom
Paytm’s listing dentedmarket sentiments
andledtothefall,"SiddharthaKhemka,head
of retail research atMotilal Oswal Financial
Services said.

The prognosis
The broad domestic economic funda-

mentalsremainintact,andmarketsmayrise
inthemediumtolongterm.Buttheyareex-
pected to be under pressure in the coming
weeks.Worriesoverthepossibleimpactofa
new Covid spike on the pace of the global
economic recovery is likely to play on in-
vestorsentiment.Risinginflationaroundthe
world and the proposed tapering in asset
purchasebytheUSFederalReserveareother
factors that could keep themarkets under
pressure fornow.
TheIndianmarketswillbewaitingforQ2

GDPgrowthnumbers that aredue tobe re-
leased on November 30. In a report on
Monday,SBIprojectedthatGDPmayexpand
by8.1percent inQ2FY’22 (withanupward
bias). ItalsoreviseditsGDPforecastforFY’22
in the rangeof 9.3-9.6per cent from its ear-
lierestimateof 8.5-9percent.
According to the SBI report, the upward

revisionfortheyearisonaccountofrelatively
less disruption in Q3, and a pick-up in eco-
nomicactivity,whichitsaidhadreachedpre-
covid levels. "India recordedonly11percent

increase in casesduringQ3,which is second
lowestamongtop15mostaffectedcountries.
Further,thetotalCovid-19activecasesreached
the lowest of 1.24 lakh since June 2020 and
India’scumulativeCovid-19vaccinationcov-
erageexceeds1.15billionmark.Withthis,the
economicactivityhasgainedmomentumand
reachedpre-Covidlevel," itsaid.

If you are an investor
Experts say that the current decline in

marketsdrivenbynear-termconcernsneed
notbotherinvestorstoomuch.Withthedo-
mesticeconomic recoveryontrack, and the
goodpaceof vaccinations in India, themar-
kets shouldhit freshhighsgoing forward.
According tomarket participants, these

dips should be seen as investment entry
pointsbyinvestorswhoareunderweighton
equities.Itisalsoimportanttonotethatlong-
terminvestorsshouldnotselltheirholdings
inpanic -- theyshoulddosoonly if their in-
vestment targets have beenmet, and they
are inneedof funds.

Covid concern and RIL stock: Whymarkets dived

TELLINGNUMBERS

WHAT DO people value in life? In a
newsurvey, thePewResearchCenter
posedanopen-endedquestionabout
themeaning of life to nearly 19,000
adultsacross17advancedeconomies.
The key finding: In 14of the 17 coun-
tries surveyed, more people men-
tioned their family as what gives
meaning to their life than any other
factor.IncountriesincludingAustralia,
New Zealand, Greece and the US,
aroundhalformorerespondentssaid
theirfamilyiswhatmakestheirlifeful-
filling.Work,materialwell-beingand
healthalsoplayakeyrole (see table).
Pewsaid it surveyed16,254adults

fromMarch12toMay26,2021.Allsur-
veyswere conducted over the phone
withadultsinCanada,Belgium,France,
Germany,Greece,Italy,theNetherlands,
Spain,Sweden,theUK,Australia,Japan,
NewZealand, Singapore, SouthKorea
andTaiwan.Responsesareweightedto
be representativeof the adult popula-
tionineachpublic, itsaid.

E EXPLAINED13

In perspective, farm distress and the demand for guaranteedMSP

DAILYNEWCASES IN FOURCOUNTRIES
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NETHERLANDS

AUSTRIA

UNITEDKINGDOM

IMMUNERESPONSEStoharmlesshuman
coronaviruses,whichmostly only cause
colds, provide some protection against
SARS-CoV-2,astudyhasfound.Thiscross-
reactiveimmuneresponse,researchersat
theUniversityof Zurich say, is an impor-
tantpieceofthepuzzleofhowtoachieve
comprehensivecoronavirus immunity.
The researchersusedaspe-

cially developed assay to
analyseantibody levels against
four other human coron-
aviruses in825 serumsamples
taken before SARS-CoV-2
emerged. They also examined
389 samples from donors in-
fected with SARS-CoV-2.
Combiningtheseanalyseswith
computer-basedmodels, the teampre-
ciselypredictedhowwell theantibodies
would bind to and neutralise invading
viruses, theUniversityof Zurich said in a
pressrelease.
Peoplewho caught SARS-CoV-2 had

lower levels of antibodies against coron-
aviruses that cause commoncolds com-
pared to uninfected people. In addition,
people with high levels of antibodies
againstharmlesscoronaviruseswereless
likely to have been hospitalised after
catchingSARS-CoV-2.
“...Someonewhohasgainedimmunity

toharmlesscoronavirusesisalso
better protected against severe
SARS-CoV-2 infections,” the re-
lease quotedAlexandra Trkola,
headof the Institute ofMedical
Virology at the University of
Zurich,assaying.
STUDY:IreneA.Abela,Chloé

Pasin, Magdalena
Schwarzmuller et al,

‘Multifactorial seroprofiling dissects the
contributionofpre-existinghumancoro-
naviruses responses to SARS-CoV-2 im-
munity’,NatureCommunications.

https://www.nature.com/articles/
s41467-021-27040-x

What gives meaning to life:
Pew survey finds family comes
first in 17 advanced economies

WHATGIVESPEOPLEMEANING
(MEDIAN%)
Familyandchildren 38
Occupationandcareer 25
Materialwellbeing 19
Friendsandcommunity 18
Physicalandmentalhealth 17
Societyandinstitutions 14
Freedomandindependence 12
Hobbiesandrecreation 10
Educationandlearning 5
Natureandoutdoors 5
Romanticpartner 4
Serviceandengagement 3
Travelandnewexperiences 3
Retirement 2
Spirituality, faithand 2
religion
Pets 1
Source: Pew Research Center

Exposure to harmless coronaviruses
boosts SARS-CoV-2 immunity: study
Antibodyresponsetocirculating

humancoronaviruses
SARS-CoV-2infection
anddiseaseseverity

Not
SARS-CoV-2
infected

SARS-CoV-2
infected,not
hospitalised

SARS-CoV-2
infected,
hospitalised

Thestronger
theantibody
responseto

other
coronaviruses,
thestronger
theresistance
toSARS-CoV-2.
UniversityofZurich
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AdesertedstreetinViennaonMonday,asAustriaimposedanotherlockdown.Reuters
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HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, B&R Division, HPPWD Nahan, District Sirmaur,
H.P. on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the item rates bids, in
electronic tendering system from the eligible class of Contractors registered
with HPPWD for the works detailed in the table.

Starting Date for Downloading Bid:- 04.12.2021
Deadline for Submission of Bid:- 21.12.2021 up to 10:00 AM

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the depart-
ment website www.hptenders.gov.in.

Executive Engineer
HPPWD (B&R) Division Nahan

Tel/Fax: 01702-222260 E-mail: ee-nah-hp@nic.in
On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh5054/HP

Sr.

No.

Name of Work
Estimated

Cost (Rs.) Earnest
Money (Rs.)

1 2 3
4

1

C/o 80.00 meter span PSC Box Girder Bridge at
RD 0/510 over Markanda River and 27.60 meter
Span Box Cell Bridge at RD 0/720 over Khud on
Gurudwara Sahib NH-7 to Markanda Nadi
including C/o 5/7 meter Wide Road, C/o Retaining
Walls, Breast Walls, Providing Cross-Drainage
Works, P/L Metalling and Tarring, C/o V-Shape
Drains, Essential Parapets and Road Side
Furniture in Km 0/0 to 1/0 under CRF

15,28,53,250/
-only

30,57,065/-
only

2

C/o 60.00 meter span PSC Box Girder Bridge at
RD 0/350 over Markanda River on Moginand to
Suketi Road including C/o 5/7 meter Wide Road,
C/o Retaining Walls, Breast Walls, Providing
Cross-Drainage Works, P/L Metalling and Tarring,
C/o V-Shape Drains, Essential Parapets and Road
Side Furniture in Km 0/0 to 1/405 under CRF

9,21,10,395/-
only

18,42,208/-
only

e-NIT No. 73 OF 2021-22 Dated: 18-11-2021
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Chief Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Kashmir/Jammu invites e-tenders from reput-
ed and resourceful Contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of all classes registered in JKPWD/CPWD/Railways or any other state
Government for “Empanelment of eligible contractors at Provincial level and fixing of item rates for each district/geographically different
zones for execution of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) works”, details of which are given below. The bidding process shall be completed online in
two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of Pre-Qualification Bidding, tender fee, earnest money, General Terms and Conditions and Technical
Specifications. Cover ‘2nd’ shall consist of Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.

Position of funds: Approved Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
The tender inviting authority is Chief Engineer, Kashmir Jal Shakti (PHE) Department. The awarding authority is District Jal Jeevan

Mission (DJJM).
Note: In view of the fact, that this NIT for item rate contract has been framed for the first time in the Department, a helpdesk shall

be established at the Direction office level as well as district level for encouraging and facilitating the intending bidders
for participation in the instant NIT to ensure wide participation across all the Districts.

KEY/CRITICAL DATES:

1. Bid documents can be assessed at and downloaded from the websites http://jktenders.gov.in
2. The pre-bid meeting will be held in the office chamber of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir/Jammu, PHE Department, through virtual/online mode.
3. The Bids shall be deposited on the websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in
4. The complete bidding process will be online http://jktenders.gov.in.
5. The Financial bids of the bidders shall be opened online in the office of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir/Jammu, Jal Shakti (PHE) Department.
6. Bids must be accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 6 & 7 of the table and shall be payable

at Srinagar/Jammu.
a. Bid Security to be pledged in favour of FA/CAO, Kashmir/Jammu, Jal Shakti PHE Department. Bid Security will have to be in form

of CDR/ FDR/BG of any scheduled Bank and shall have to be valid for at least one year after last date of submission of Bid. The
Bid of bidders having bid security less than as specified above will be rejected.

b. The cost of downloaded tender documents should be in form of DD /TR/e challan in favour of FA/CAO, Kashmir/Jammu, Jal Shakti
(PHE) Department.

7. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of DD/TR/e-challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/BG and other rele-
vant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial cover.

8. The bid shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 180 days from the date of opening of price bids. If any bidder/tenderer with-
draws his bid/tender before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the said earnest money
shall stand forfeited and the bid shall be declared non-responsive.

9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website http://jktenders.gov.in.
10. Queries by email if any should be made at 3. kmrphed@gmail.com/phecejmu@gmail.com
No: phe/jsd/27612-23 Chief Engineer,
Date: 18.11.2021 DIPK-13132 Kashmir, Jal Shakti, PHE Department.

Sr. Particulars of the work Estimated Cost of Earnest Bid Time of
No. Cost Document/Tender Money Validity Completion of

(Lacs) Fee (in rs.) (Lacs) Work (Days)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. Work/Scheme 1000/- 180
wise details given Days

in Section-II of
tender document

Group-II Above 15 Lacs 0.25 45
upto 50 Lacs

Empanelment of eligible contractors at Provincial
level and fixing of item rates for each district/geo-
graphically different zone for execution of Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM) works. These works are
broadly consisting of: -
a. Construction of water supply schemes by way of

filtration plants, pump houses, service reservoir,
Overhead tanks, laying of distribution mains.

I PUBLISH DATE 18-11-2021

II DOCUMENT DOWNLOAD/SALE START DATE 18-11-2021

III CLARIFICATION START DATE 18-11-2021

IV BID SUBMISSION START DATE 18-11-2021

V CLARIFICATION END DATE 13-12-2021

VI PRE-BID MEETING DATE 30-11-2021

VII DOCUMENT DOWNLOAD/SALE END DATE 13-12-2021

VIII BID SUBMISSION END DATE 13-12-2021

IX DATE AND TIME OF BID OPENING 14-12-2021

JAL SHAKTI, PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING, DEPARTMENT

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, KENDRAPARA

At : Ichhapur, Post : Shree Baladevjew, Email: eerwsskendrapara@gmail.com
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) [e-Procurement]

Bid Identification No. RWS/ 57 /2021-2022
Letter No 5821 / Dated 10.11.2021

The bidders have to participate in the tender through ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be had from the website i.e
http://tendersorissa.gov.in.
Subsequent corrigendum / addendum if required shall only be appeared in the above website.

O-976

1 The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites lump sum urgently bid in DOUBLE
cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for Rural Piped Water Supply Schemes in Kendrapara District.

2 Name of the work : Execution of 40 LPCD Retrofitting RPWS Scheme to Khamol under Derabish
Block in Kendrapara District.

3 No. of Work : 01 No.

4 Value of the Work : 348.17 Lakhs

5 Concerned tender inviting authority : Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara

6 Cost of Bid documents (Rs.) (Online) : 10000/-

7 Class of Bidder : “A” & “Special” Class

8 Period of Completion : 12 months

9 Availability of bid documents in the
website in the portal

: From date. 24.11.2021 at 10.00 A.M to date. 06.12.2021 till 5.30 P.M

10 Last Date & Time of seeking tender
clarification

: Up to 29.11.2021 till 5.30 P.M

11 Date of Opening of Bid : On date. 07.12.2021 at 11.00 A.M.

Sd/-
(Er. B.K.Nayak)

Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara
OIPR-25004/11/0022/2122

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M)-62

E-BLOCK : PREET VIHAR : DELHI-110092
“STOP CORANA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

PRESS NIT No. 23/(2021-22)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
Sd/-

ISSUED BY PRO (WATER) VIJAY SAGAR
Advt. No. J.S.V. 620 (2021-22) EX. ENGINEER (M)-62

S.
No.

Name of Work Amount Put
to Tender

Tender
Processing

Fee

Earnest
Money

Tender ID No. & Date
of Release of tender

in E-Procurement
Solution

Last Date/ Time of
receipt of tender
E-Procurement

Solution

1. Providing and laying 300 mm dia sewer line
from H.No. 09 to Taxi Stand DDA Park at
Madhuban Colony in AC-59 EE (East)-II.

43,96,480.00 500.00 EMD
Exempted

2021_DJB_211340_1
22-Nov-2021

09:00 PM

01-Dec-21
02:00 PM

2. Improvement of sewerage position by P/L
new sewerage system and also replacing
old-damaged sewerage network in Gali No.
03 and 04 Bihari Colony under ward 31E in
AC-62 Shahdara in East-II.

32,06,721.00 500.00 EMD
Exempted

2021_DJB_211340_2
22-Nov-2021

09:00 PM

01-Dec-21
02:00 PM

e- NIT No.42 OF 2021-22, Dated: 11 -11-2021
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Chief Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Kashmirinvites e-tenders
from reputed and resourceful Contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of all classes registered in JKPWD/ CPWD/
Railways or any other state Government for “Empanelment of eligible contractors at Provincial level and fixing of item rates
for District Anantnag Group-I (05 No WSS Hill Gravity) Zone for execution of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) works”, details of
which are given below. The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of Pre-
Qualification Bidding, tender fee, earnest money, General Terms and Conditions and Technical Specifications. Cover ‘2nd’
shall consist of Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.

Position of funds: Approved Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
The tender inviting authority is Chief Engineer, Kashmir Jal Shakti (PHE) Department. The awarding authority is District

Jal Jeevan Mission (DJJM).
Note: In view of the fact, that this NIT for item rate contract has been framed for the first time in the Department, a

helpdesk shall be established at the Direction office level as well as district level for encouraging and facil-
itating the intending bidders for participation in the instant NIT to ensure wide participation across all the
Districts.

KEY/CRITICAL DATES:

1. Bid documents can be assessed at and downloaded from the websites http://jktenders.gov.in
2. The pre-bid meeting will be held in the office chamber of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir, PHE Department, through vir-

tual/online mode.
3. The Bids shall be deposited on the websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in
4. The complete bidding process will be online http://jktenders.gov.in.
5. The Financial bids of the bidders shall be opened online in the office of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir, Jal Shakti (PHE)

Department.
6. Bids must be accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 6 & 7 of the table and

shall be payable at Srinagar.
a. Bid Security to be pledged in favour of FA/CAO, Kashmir, Jal Shakti PHE Department. Bid Security will have to be

in form of CDR/ FDR/BG of any scheduled Bank and shall have to be valid for at least one year after last date of
submission of Bid. The Bid of bidders having bid security less than as specified above will be rejected.

b. The cost of downloaded tender documents should be in form of DD /TR/e challan in favour of FA/CAO, Kashmir, Jal
Shakti (PHE) Department.

7. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of DD/TR/e-challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/BG
and other relevant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial cover.

8. The bid shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 180 days from the date of opening of price bids. If any
bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions
of the bid, the said earnest money shall stand forfeited and the bid shall be declared non-responsive.

9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website http://jktenders.gov.in.
10. Queries by email if any should be made at kmrphed@gmail.com /phebijbehara230@gmail.com
No: CE/PHE/JSD/KMR/ 26661-72 Chief Engineer,
Date: 11.11.2021 DIPK-13143 Kashmir, Jal Shakti, PHE Department.

Sr. Particulars of the work Estimated Cost of Earnest Bid Time of
No. Cost Document/Tender Money Validity Completion of

(Lacs) Fee (in rs.) (Lacs) Work (Days)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. Work/Scheme 1000/- 180
wise details given Days

in Section-II of
tender document

Group-I (05 Nos. WSS Hilly Gravity) upto 15 Lacs 0.15 30

Empanelment of eligible contractors at Provincial
level and fixing of item rates for Anantnag district/
geographically different zone for execution of Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM) works. These works are
broadly consisting of:
a. Construction of water supply schemes by way of

filtration plants, pump houses, service reservoir,
Overhead tanks, laying of distribution mains.

I PUBLISH DATE 15.11.2021

II DOCUMENT DOWNLOAD/SALE START DATE 15.11.2021

III CLARIFICATION START DATE 15.11.2021

IV BID SUBMISSION START DATE 15.11.2021

V CLARIFICATION END DATE 08.12.2021

VI PRE-BID MEETING DATE 20.11.2021

VII DOCUMENT DOWNLOAD/SALE END DATE 10.12.2021

VIII BID SUBMISSION END DATE 10.12.2021

IX DATE AND TIME OF BID OPENING 11.12.2021

JAL SHAKTI, PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING, DEPARTMENT

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER & BASIN MANAGER,
MAHANADI, BRAHMANI & BAITARANI SYSTEM, CHANDIKHOLE

Tel No. 7008277121 e-Mail: cembbschandikhole@gmail.com

"e" Procurement Notice No. CE&BM, MBBS 03 of 2021-22
Bid Identification No. CE&BM, MBBS (JPD-EPC) 02 of 2021-22

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Online tenders are invited from the qualified shortlisted bidders for "Construction of Integrated Barrage across river Kochila near village
Kuturia in Bhadrak District and across river Baitarani near village Dhobabil" of Jajpur District in the State of Odisha on EPC Contract .

A-646

Name of Work Class/EMD /Tender Fee /Period of completion

Construction of Integrated Barrage across river Kochila near village
Kuturia of Bhadrak District and across river Baitarani near village Dhobabil
of Jajpur District in the State of Odisha including hydro-mechanical works,
Power connectivity works, road connectivity, staff quarters including
survey, investigation, Planning, design and estimate of all components
with operation and maintenance of the project for a period of five years or
five flood seasons whichever is more after successful commissioning of
the project.

(1) Class -Super Class or equivalent Bidders.
(2) EMD- Only the Bid Security Declaration to be furnished

instead of EMD / Bid Security, otherwise his/her tender will
be non-responsive.

(3) Tender Fee-Rs 10,000/- to be transferred online (Non
Refundable)

(4) Period of Completion - 30 Calendar months including rainy
season

A. PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY OF BIDDING DOCUMENT. Dt. 24/11/2021 from 10.00 AM to
Dt.23/12/2021 up to 5.00 PM

B. DATE, TIME & PLACE OF PRE-BID CONFERENCE Dt. 08/12/2021 at 11.00 AM
Office chamber of the CE&BM, MBBS, Chandikhole in virtual
mode through Google meet.

C. LAST DATE AND TIME FOR RECEIPT OF BIDS Dt. 23/12/2021 up to 5.00 PM
D. PLACE OF SALE, RECEIPT OF BIDS Online through e-procurement.

E. TIME AND DATE OF OPENING OF TECHNICAL BID Dt. 24/12/2021 at 11.00 AM
F. PLACE OF OPENING OF BIDS Office chamber of the CE&BM, MBBS, Chandikhole.

G. Further details can be seen from e-procurement portal “https://tendersodisha.gov.in.

Sd/- 20/11/2021
(Er. Chandeswar Behera)

Chief Engineer & Basin Manager,
Mahanadi, Brahmani & Baitarani System, Chandikhole

OIPR-32415/11/0005/2122

Jal Shakti, Public Health Engineering, Department
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

E-NIT No. 50 of 2021-22 Dated: -13-11-2021
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Chief Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Kashmir invites e-tenders from reputed

and resourceful Contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of all classes registered in JKPWD/CPWD/Railways or any other state
Government for “Empanelment of eligible contractors at Provincial level and fixing of item rates for Kupwara District (REGION KUP-
WARA) for execution of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) works”, details of which are given below.The bidding process shall be completed online
in two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of Pre-Qualification Bidding, tender fee, earnest money, General Terms and Conditions and Technical
Specifications. Cover ‘2nd’ shall consist of Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.

Position of funds: Approved Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
The tender inviting authority is Chief Engineer, Kashmir Jal Shakti (PHE) Department. The awarding authority is District Jal Jeevan Mission (DJJM).
Note: - In view of the fact, that this NIT for item rate contract has been framed for the first time in the Department, a helpdesk shall
be established at the Direction office level as well as district level for encouraging and facilitating the intending bidders for partic-
ipation in the instant NIT to ensure wide participation across all the Districts.

Key/critical Dates:

1. Bid documents can be assessed at and downloaded from the websites http://jktenders.gov.in
2. The pre-bid meeting will be held in the office chamber of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir, PHE Department, through virtual/online mode.
3. The Bids shall be deposited on the websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in
4. The complete bidding process will be online http://jktenders.gov.in.
5. The Financial bids of the bidders shall be opened online in the office of the Chief Engineer, Kashmir, Jal Shakti (PHE) Department.
6. Bids must be accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 6 & 7 of the table and shall be payable at Srinagar.

a. Bid Security to be pledged in favour of FA/CAO, Kashmir, Jal Shakti PHE Department. Bid Security will have to be in form of CDR/ FDR/BG
of any scheduled Bank and shall have to be valid for at least one year after last date of submission of Bid. The Bid of bidders having bid
security less than as specified above will be rejected.

b. The cost of downloaded tender documents should be in form of DD /TR/e challan in favour of FA/CAO, Kashmir, Jal Shakti (PHE) Department.
7. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of DD/TR/e-challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/BG and other

relevant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial cover.
8. The bid shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 180 days from the date of opening of price bids. If any bidder/tenderer with-

draws his bid/tender before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the said earnest money
shall stand forfeited and the bid shall be declared non-responsive.

9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website http://jktenders.gov.in.
10. Queries by email if any should be made at kmrphed@gmail.com or xenphekupwara11@gmail.com

Chief Engineer,
Kashmir, Jal Shakti, PHE Department

No:CE/PHE/KMR/26805-16 Date:13-11-2021
DIPK-13208
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REUTERS
WASHINGTON,NOVEMBER22

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden on
Monday nominated Federal
ReserveChairJeromePowellfora
secondfour-yearterm,extending
atenurethatbegansomewhatby
chance, survivedblistering criti-
cism from former President
DonaldTrump,andnowpositions
theex-investmentbankertocon-
tinue themost consequential re-
vampofmonetary policy since
the 1970s. Lael Brainard, the
Federal Reserve boardmember
whowastheothertopcandidate
for the job,will be vice chair, the
WhiteHousesaid.
Powell, 68, andBrainard, 59,

willbothneedtobeconfirmedby
the Senate. “... we’vemade re-
markableprogressoverthelast10
monthsingettingAmericansback
toworkandgettingoureconomy
movingagain,”Bidensaid.
OnWall Street, the S&P 500

and theNasdaqhit recordhighs
onMonday. At 01:41 amET, the
DowJonesIndustrialAveragewas
up0.55percentat35,798.69and
theS&P500wasup0.43percent
at 4,718.25. The 2-year US
Treasury yieldwas up 5.1 basis

pointsat0.556percent,hittingits
highestlevelsinceMarch2020.
Spotgoldslipped2percentto

$1,807.60perounceby13:01ET.

15
SENSEX: 58,465.89 ▼ 1,170.12 (-1.96%) NIFTY: 17,416.55 ▼ 348.25 (-1.96%) NIKKEI: 29,774.11 ▲ 28.24 HANG SENG: 24,951.34 ▼ 98.63 FTSE: 7,231.97 ▲ 8.40 DAX: 16,157.73 ▼ 2.24

THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,NOVEMBER23,2021

ECONOMY
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

GOLD
`47,869

RUPEE
`74.39

OIL
$80.70

SILVER
`64,690

Note:Gold,silverratesatDelhispotmarket,goldper10g,silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asofNovember18

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER22

DOMESTIC STOCKmarkets on
Monday cameunderheavy sell-
off that sent the benchmark
Sensex crashing by over 1,100
points, ornearly2per cent—the
steepestfallsinceAprilthisyear.
Concernsoverthegovernment

taking a step back on its reform
agendaonthefarmlawsfront,de-
cisionbyRelianceIndustriesLtdto
“re-evaluate” the Saudi Aramco
deal and Paytm’s’ relentless fall
spookedmarket sentiment at a
timewhen inflationand interest
rateworriesaretakingatoll.
Moreover, a resurgence of

coronavirusoutbreaks in theUS,
Europe and someother regions
alsoweighed on investor senti-

ment.With thesell-off intensify-
ing in the secondhalf of the ses-
sion,theSensexslumpedby1,170
points, or 1.96 per cent, to
58,465.89 while the Nifty50
plunged 348points, or 1.96 per

cent, to 17,416.55. According to
Deepak Jasani, headof retail re-
search,HDFCSecurities,valuations
concerns resurfaced among for-
eignportfolioinvestors(FPIs)who
sold stocksworthRs3,438crore
evenasnew-ageIPOs,Paytmand
PBFintech,cameunderseveresell-
ingpressure.
Meanwhile, the rupeedepre-

ciatedby9paise to end at 74.39
against theUSdollaronMonday,
asmassivesell-offsindomesticeq-
uities and a strong greenback in
theoverseasmarketweighedon
investorsentiments.
Domesticmarketsopenedon

a negative note despitemixed
Asianmarket cues as China on
Monday kept the one-year Loan
Prime Rate (LPR) unchanged.
During the afternoon session,
marketsfurtherdriftedlowerand

traded at the day’s low amid
resurgence of coronavirus out-
breaksinEuropeandsomeother
regions.RILsharesfellby4.42per
cent to Rs 2,363.40 as the com-
pany decided to re-evaluate the
stake sale to Aramco. Paytm
slumpedby another 13per cent
to close at Rs 1360.30, taking its
total loss to37percent fromIPO
priceofRs2,150.
“Subduedlistingandcontinu-

ation ofweak trading of Paytm,
India’slargestnewgenerationfin-
tech, is abig sentimental setback
to the domesticmarket, which
wasthrivingonthestrongprimary
market.Itwillimpacttheinflowof
money from the retail segment,
whichhasbeenakeyplayerdur-
ingtheyear,”saidVinodNair,head
of research at Geojit Financial
Services.

INDEXDROPS1.96%AMIDRISINGCOVIDCASESGLOBALLY

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

INDIA’SLARGESTmobilecom-
panyRelianceJiolost1.9crore
wireless subscribers in
September in an aberration
caused by the service
provider’sCovid19 initiatives,
accordingtodataprovidedby
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai). The
datashowedthatthewireless
telecom industry recorded a
netdecline insubscriberbase
of 2.07 crore over August
acrosssixplayers.
During a post-earnings

presentation last month,
Reliance Jio Infocomm’s
PresidentKiranThomashad
said: “During thepeakof the
secondwave...we launcheda
lotofhumanitarianinitiatives
giving voiceminutes, etc to
keepthem(customers)onour
networkandkeep the lifeline
alive.Nowtwoquarters later,
wefindthatalargenumberof
thepeopleinthebottomofthe
pyramidhavenotbeenableto
stayuptodatewithrecharges.
Of course,wehaveapolicyof
keeping them inourbase for
about 90days. So effectively,
theeffectofthesepeoplestop-
ping recharges twoquarters
beforeisnowgettingreflected
inoursubscribercount...”.
Circle-wise, during

September,Jiolostsubscribers
inall the regionsexceptBihar
circle,wherethenetadditions
weremarginal.AmongJio’spri-
vatesector rivals,BhartiAirtel
postednet additions of 2.75
lakhsubscribers,andVodafone
Ideacontinueditstrendofde-
creasingsubscribersnumbers
postingadeclineof10.78lakh
users during the month.
“Havingsaidthat,thishaszero
negative impact on all the
numbers that arementioned
before, this ismoreof an ac-
countingcorrectionthatweare
havingtodo,”Thomashadsaid.
As of September 30,

Reliance Jio had 42.48 crore
wirelesssubscribers,followed
byBhartiAirtelat35.45crore,
and Vodafone Idea at 26.99
croresubscribers.Inthemonth
ofAugust,Reliance Jiohadre-
ported net subscriber addi-
tionsof6.49lakh,BhartiAirtel
of 1.38 lakh,while Vodafone
Ideahadreportednetdecline
of8.34lakhsubscribers.

TELECOMWATCH
SEPTEMBERTRAIDATA

LaelBrainardto
bevice-chair

‘India, Japan
working on
crude oil
stock release’
REUTERS
TOKYO/NEWDELHI,NOV22

INDIANANDJapaneseofficialsare
working onways to release na-
tional reservesofcrudeoil in tan-
demwith theUnited States and
othermajoreconomiestodampen
prices,governmentsourcessaid.
US President Joe Biden has

askedChina, India, SouthKorea
and Japan for a coordinated oil
stocks .ThreeIndiangovernment
sourcessaidonMondaytheywere
holdingconsultationswiththeUS
onthereleaseofoilfromstrategic
reserves.Japan,theworld’sfourth-
biggest oil buyer, is restrictedon
how it can actwith its reserves,
madeupofbothprivateandpub-
licstocks,whichtypicallycanonly
beusedintimesofshortage.
Indiaholds26.5millionbarrels

ofoilinitsSPR.OneJapanesesource
said thegovernmentwas looking
intoreleasing fromtheportionof
the state-held stocksoutside the
minimumrequirement.
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Previous close : 59,636.01

SensextanksmostsinceApril:
Valuation, reformworriesweigh

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

STATEBANKofIndiahasprojected
thatIndia’sGDPwouldexpandby
8.1percentinthesecondquarter
endedSeptember2021.Italsore-
viseditsGDPgrowthprojectionfor
theyearat9.3-9.6percent.

Whatdoesthereportsay?
StatingthatIndia’sGDPwould

expandat 8.1per cent in
Q2FY22(withanupward
bias), the report, released
bySBIonMonday,alsore-
vised itsGDP forecast for
theyearto9.3-9.6percent
fromitsearlierestimateof
8.5-9percent.Thereportprepared
by SoumyaKanti Ghosh, Group
chief economic adviser, SBI, said
thatIndia’srealGDPwillbearound
Rs2.4lakhcroremorethanthereal
GDPofRs145.69lakhcroreregis-
teredintheyear2019-20.Itfurther
said thatwitha largepopulation
alreadyvaccinated “momentum
ofeconomicgrowthislikelytore-
mainontheupside.”

Whatisthereasonfor
upwardrevision?

According to the re-
port, the upward revi-
sion inGDPprojection
fortheyearisonaccount
of relatively lessdisrup-
tioninQ3andpickupin
economicactivitywhich

itsaidhadreachedpre-Covidlevel.

Howdoesitcompareto
globalgrowth?
Asperthereport,growthacross

several leadingcountrieswas im-
pactedbya resurgence inCovid
casesandweigheddownbysup-
plyshortagesandoutputactivity.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Powell tapped
for second term
as US Fed chair

JEROMEPOWELL
Chair, US Federal Reserve AP file

NewDelhi:Asmany as 14 com-
paniesagainstwhomretrospec-
tive tax demands were raised
have approached the govern-
ment to settle cases, Revenue
SecretaryTarunBajaj said.
The government in August

enacted a law to end all retro-
spectivetaxationimposedonin-
direct transfer of Indian assets.
The rules under the law seek to
withdraw tax demands made
usinga2012retrospectivelegis-
lationtotaxtheindirecttransfer
of Indian assets and also refund
theamount.
TalkingtoPTI,Bajajsaidofthe

17companiesagainstwhomde-
mandwas raised, barring 3 or 4
entities, allhavegivenanunder-
takingtoresolvethecases.
“Allofthemhaveapproached.

Therewere17cases,outofwhich
3/4hadnotrace.Wehadalsosent
theorderinemail,wenevergota
response.Theremaining14,bar-
ing1odd,whostillhastimetofile,
the remaining has filed... Cairn,
Earlyguardhavecome(forsettle-
ment),”hesaid.PTI

14 cos approach
govt to settle
retro tax cases:
Revenue Secy

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

UNITEDSTATESTradeRepresen-
tative(USTR)KatherineTai saidon
Mondayshewouldprioritise the
issuesofmarket access, high tar-
iffs and restrictive digital trade
measures inher trade talkswith
Indiaduringatwo-dayvisit.
Tai’s visitmarks the revival of

the Trade Policy Forum (TPF)
aimed at boosting trade and in-
vestment flowsbetweenthetwo

countriesafterafour-yeargap.Tai
noted that the trade relationship
between India and theUSwas a
toppriority for theBidenadmin-
istrationandthat there isa“huge
potential forgrowth”inareaslike
the digital economy services,
health related trade, and “even
agriculture”. CommerceMinister
PiyushGoyal saidbothcountries
hadrealisedthenecessityofdiver-
sifying critical supply chains and
were set toplay a leading role in
developingtrustedsupplychains
withotherlike-mindednations.

Goyal-Tai meet:
Market access,
tariffs in focus

CommerceMinisterPiyushGoyalwithUSTRKatherineTai.Reuters

Traidatashowedthe
wirelesstelecom
industryrecordeda
netdeclinein
subscriberbaseof
2.07croreoverAugust
acrosssixplayers

Adjustments post
Covid initiatives: Jio
user count drops 1.9 cr

PMC Bank, Unity SFB
merger scheme: RBI
seeks views on draft
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER22

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
on Monday released a draft
scheme of amalgamation of
fraud-hitPunjabandMaharashtra
Cooperative (PMC) Bank and
Delhi-basedUnitySmall Finance
Bank.UnitySFBisa jointventure
between Centrum Group and
BharatPe. It commencedopera-
tionsasasmallfinancebank(SFB)
witheffectfromNovember1.
Accordingtothedraftscheme

of amalgamation, following the
amalgamation,depositorsofPMC
Bankwill get theirmoney back
overaperiodof3-10years. Itsaid
the transferee bank (Unity)will
firstmakethepaymentofuptoRs
5lakhorlessreceivedfromDICGC
toeligibledepositors.
Fortheremainingamount,the

bank will pay up to Rs 50,000
abovethepaymentalreadymade
at theendof twoyears, followed
byanamountofuptoRs1lakhat
theendofthreeyears,Rs3lakhat
the end of four years andRs 5.5
lakhattheendfiveyears.TheRBI
saidtheentireremainingamount

willbepaidaftertenyears.
Thedraft said the takeoverof

assetsandliabilitiesofPMCBank,
includingdeposits, byUnity,will
giveagreaterdegreeofprotection
forthedepositors.“Itmaybeseen
thatUnitySFBisbeingsetupwith
capital of aboutRs1,100 crore as
againstaregulatoryrequirement
ofRs200crore forsettingupof a
small finance bank under the
guidelines foron-tap licensingof
smallfinancebankinprivatesec-
tordatedDecember5,2019,with
provision for further infusion of
capitalatafuturedateafteramal-
gamation,”theRBIschemesaid.
Italsosaidtheinterestonany

interest-bearingdepositwiththe
transferor(PMC)bankwillnotac-
crueafterMarch31,2021.TheRBI
said itwouldreceivesuggestions
andobjectionsonthedrafttill5.00
pm,December 10, postwhich it
willtakeafinalcallonthemerger.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

THE LABOUR and Employment
Ministry onMonday launched
the fieldwork for the All India
Survey on Domestic Workers
(DWs), covering 742 districts in
37statesandUnionTerritories.
“This survey will cover all

types of domestic services like
cook,driver,housekeeping,tutor
(forchildren),watchman,etc.This
evidence-based studywill help
the government in policy-mak-
ingforthissegmentofworkers,”
Union Labour Minister
Bhupender Yadav said at the
launchoffieldworkofthesurvey.
AlltheseAllIndiaSurveysand

thee-Shramportalwillbegame-
changer andhave set new stan-
dards in data driven policies, he
said, adding rapid urbanisation
due to expansionwould lead to
migrationofworkersandarisein
thenumberofdomesticworkers.
Yadav also released an in-

structionmanual with a ques-
tionnaire for theAll IndiaSurvey
onDomesticWorkersbeingcon-
ducted by the Labour Bureau,
Chandigarh.Asperlatestdataon
the e-Shramportal, around 8.8
per cent of registered 8.56 crore
informalsectorworkersfallinthe
DWcategory.
Labour Secretary Sunil

Barthwal said if onehas to cover
38croreinformalsectorworkers
on the e-Shramportal, there are
threetothree-and-halfcroredo-
mesticworkersinthecountry.He
added that DWs are the third-
largest categoryofworkers after

agricultureandconstruction.
Thesurveywillhelp thegov-

ernment understand significant
issuesoncertainspecialandvul-
nerable segments of labour and
willguideeffectivepolicymaking,
aLabourMinistrystatementsaid.
Thesurveyisaimedatestimating
the number and proportion of
DWs at the national and state
level, percentage distribution of
domesticworkersforlive-in/live-
out, formal/informal employ-
ment, migrant/non-migrant,
theirwagesandothersocio-eco-
nomiccharacteristics, itadded.
At all-India level, a total of

12,766firststageunits(FSUs),i.e.
6,190villagesand6,576UFSblo-
ckswillbecovered.Also,1,50,000
households,i.e.theultimatestage
units(USU)willbecovered.
The result of the All-India

Survey onDomesticWorkers is
expectedwithinayear.
The government had earlier

inSeptemberlaunchedAll-India
Quarterly Establishment-based
Employment Survey (AQEES) to
gauge organised sector
employment.

BRIEFLY
RBIonco-ops
Mumbai:TheRBIcautioned
against co-operative soci-
eties using ‘bank’ in their
names aswell as accepting
deposits frompeoplewho
arenottheirmembers.

PNGRBchief
NewDelhi:Nixingtheselec-
tionof formerpowersecre-
tarySanjeevNandanSahai,
thegovernmenthassought
freshapplicationsforthepost
ofPNGRBChairman.PTI

PNBdata
NewDelhi:Responding to a
report by CyberX9 on vul-
nerabilityinPunjabNational
Bank’s (PNB) server, the
bank onMonday said “we
have thoroughly checked
ourICTsystems”and“there
has beennobreach of sys-
tems and pilferage of any
personaldata”ofcustomers
andaccountholders. ENS

WhatsApp,EU
London:WhatsApp is add-
ingdetailstoitsprivacypol-
icy and flagging that infor-
mation for Europeanusers,
afterIrishregulatorsslapped
itwithafine. AP

CryptosinAus
Sydney:Australia’scorporate
watchdogsaiditwaswork-
ingwith lawmakers to de-
veloprulesfordigitalcurren-
cies but warned many
cryptoassets remainedun-
regulated for now, leaving
investors in such products
“ontheirown”. REUTERS

Asperthedraft,
PMC Bankdepositors
willget theirmoney
backin3-10years

■Asper latest data on
the e-Shramportal,
around8.8per cent of
registered8.56 crore
informal sector
workers fall in the
domesticworker
(DW) category

8.8%OF INFORMAL
WORKERS:E-SHRAM

Survey on domestic
workers flagged off;
results likely in 1 year

JEROMEPOWELLjoined
theFedasagovernorin
2012.Hispre-Fedcareer
includedeightyearsas
apartneratTheCarlyle
Groupandnoformal
economicstraining

Dowgivesthumbsup
USstockshit record
highsafter thenews

Keypositives
Swiftandaggressive
actionsat thestartof
thepandemic

Source:Reuters

POWELL: A CAREER

ThereportsaidrealGDP
willbearoundRs2.4
lakhcroremorethan
therealGDPofRs145.69
lakhcroreregisteredin
theyear2019-20

Why has SBI raised
FY22 GDP outlook?

NewDelhi:TheNationalCompany
LawAppellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
onMondaystayedaRs200-crore
fineimposedbytheCompetition
Commission of India (CCI) on
Maruti Suzuki, but directed the
companytodeposit10percentof
theamountwith theRegistrarof
theNCLATinthreeweeks.
On August 23, the CCI im-

posedapenaltyofRs200croreon
MSIL for restrictingdiscountsof-
feredby its dealers anddirected
theautomakertoceaseanddesist
fromindulginginunfairbusiness
practices. ENS,WITHPTI

NCLAT stays
`200-cr fine on
Maruti Suzuki

At 114 for the seven days ended Sunday, up from
110.3 in the prior week

Power demand rose 0.2% over the last
week, after the 5.5% rise in prior week

SURVEYDETAILS:
TheweeklyNomuraIndiaBusiness
ResumptionIndexcomparesactivity
inaparticularweekwiththelast
weekpriortotheannouncementof

thelockdownsinMarch2020
Source:Nomura/PTI

‘More people go towork, biz
activity at highest since Covid’
An increase ingoing to theworkplace led tooverall business
activity surging toanall-timehighof 14percentagepoints
lastweek, higher thanpre-Covid levels, aNomura report said

9.2% grossdomestic
productgrowth

estimatedforFY22,butthere isa
downsideriskof1%dueto
supply-sideissues

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER22

BHARTI AIRTEL onMonday an-
nounceda20-25percenthikein
tariffs across its prepaid plans, a
movethatwouldtakeitsaverage
realisationperuser(ARPU)closer
totheRs200-mark.Thisisthefirst
majortariffhikeacrosstheboard
sinceDecember2019.
Thenewrateswill come into

effect fromNovember26. In July
this year, the company had ef-
fected a limited tariff hike in the
corporatepostpaidplansanden-
try-levelprepaidplan.
Analysts said Vodafone Idea

and Reliance Jio too may now

comeoutwithtariffhikes.
The entry-level plan now

comesforRs99,againstRs79ear-
lier, whichworks out to an in-
creaseof25.3percent.Thiscomes
with28daysvalidityandbenefits
like 50 per centmore talk time
worthRs99,200MBdata,1p/sec
voice tariff. The other categories
whereahikehasbeenannounced
areunlimitedvoicebundles and

data top-ups. Similarly, in the
higher denomination plans, the
earlier packageof `149will now
be`179withavalidityof28days
and benefits such as unlimited
calling,100SMS/day,2GBdata
Airtelsaidithasalwaysmain-

tained that themobile average
revenueperuserneedstobeatRs
200 andultimately at Rs 300 to
provide a reasonable return on
capitalthatallowsforafinancially
healthybusinessmodel.“Wealso
believethatthislevelofArpuwill
enable the substantial invest-
ments required innetworks and
spectrum.Evenmore important,
this will give Airtel the elbow
room to roll out 5G in India,”
Bhartisaid.FE

BYUPTO25%

28 days ` 79 ` 99
56 days ` 399 ` 479
84 days ` 598 ` 719

Validity Current New

STARTINGNOV26

Airtel to hike prepaid tariffs

New Delhi
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Corrigendum to e-tender no.. EWS
-WKS-T-31-2021-22-2 Dt.05.11.2021
regarding change of the General
Conditions &Special Conditions for the
work of "Operation of Railway's
Stationary Flash ButtWeldingMachine
and other connected machines &
accessor ies , in f ras t r uc tu re a t
FBWP/Moula-Ali for carrying out Flash
Butt Welding work of new and second
hand rails of various sections including
unloading, leading & loading of
52/60Kg/any other rails/ rail panels,
E n d c r o p p i n g o f C I - I I r a i l s ,
transportation of rails from FBWP/MLY
to EWS/LGD or other places, repairs
and maintenance of 10/20RP EUR
rakes, gantries, 2T capacity Electrical
hoists, Roller conveyer system and
other existing infrastructure (other than
Stationary Flash Butt Welding Plant
a n d c o n n e c t e d m a c h i n e s &
accessor ies ) as per Ra i lways
requirement to convert single rails into
10/20 rail welded panels for a period of
12months".
In connection with the above e-tender
no, the following corrigendum is to be
issued.
E-Tender No. : EWS-WKS-T-31-
2021-22-2

Description of item : Tender closing
date& time
Earlier Published as : 06.12.2021 &
15.00 hrs
Now to be published as :13.12.2021
&15.00 hrs

Description of item : General
Conditions ofContract
Earlier Published as : General
Conditions ofContract
Now to be published as :Revised
General Conditions ofContract

Description of item : Special
Conditions ofContract
Earl ier Published as :Special
Conditions ofContract
Now to be published as :Revised
Special Conditions ofContract

Note: Revised General & Special
Conditions may be down loaded from
theS.C.Rly.website:www.ireps.gov.in

PU
B/
08
34CORRIGENDUM

Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our

website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Dy. Chief Engineer/EWS/
Lallaguda

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the

tender documents,
Please visit website at

http://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

MUMBAI RAILWAY VIKAS
CORPORATION LIMITED

2nd Floor, Churchgate Station
Building, Mumbai-400020

CORRIGENDUM FOR RE-
INVITATION OF TENDER
Ref. RFB No. MRVC/W/124R

dated 18.11.2021
Project: Mumbai Urban Transport
Project - III (MUTP-III) Contract
Title: Removal / Shifting /
Replacement of Signal & Telecom
gears, Underground Signal &
Telecom Cable / Optical Fiber
Cable (OFC) in connection with
Quadrupling of VIRAR-DAHANU
ROAD section in Mumbai Division
of Western Railway under MUTP-
III. The RFB No. MRVC/W/124
dated 11.10.2021 has been re-
invited with revised RFB No.
MRVC/W/124R dated 18.11.2021.
The deadline for Bid submission
is: 06.12.2021 Time: 15.00 hrs;
The online Bid opening shall take
place at: Street Address Mumbai
Railway Vikas Corporation Ltd. ,
Second Floor, Churchgate Railway
Station Building, Mumbai–400 020.
City: Mumbai Country: India Date:
06.12.2021, Time: 15.30 hrs. All
other terms and conditions of the
earlier RFB No. MRVC/W/124
dated 11.10.2021 remains same.
(No. MRVC/W/124R dated 18.11.2021)

Sd/-
CSTE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,AbuzarChoudhary, S/o
IntazarAli, R/o 50, Tawli,
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh-
251318, Declare thatNameof
MyFather hasbeenwrongly
writtenasMOHD. INTAZARALI
inmy10th classMarksheetNo-
1592607-. Theactual nameof
MyFather is IntazarAli.

0070762317-1

II,,AYYAVU JAYANTHI, Spouseof
No.2611936MRank-HAV,Name
DHARAMARAJM., Resident of
BathuBasthi Village, PO.-
Garacharma, Port Blair, Pin
No.-744105, have changedmy
name fromAYYAVU JAYANTHI
toA JAYANTHI videAffidavit
dated 29th July 2021before
District&SessionsCourt,
AndamanandNicobar, Port
Blair. 0070762337-1

II,,AMITKUMARS/oSH.
BISHAMBERNATH JUNEJAR/o-
451, BHERAENCLAVE, PASCHIM
VIHAR,NEWDELHI-110087,
have changedmyname to
AMITKUMAR JUNEJA for all
futurepurpose. 0040592917-10

IIazmmamohsinnw/oNaved
uddinR/OH.no.86 gali no.9.
Wazirabadvillagedelhi 84.
have changedmyname to
azmanaved. 0040592917-6

IISrishti Tyagi D/oKapil Kumar
Tyagi R/oS-184PandavNagar
ShakarpurBaramadDelhi have
changedmyname fromBaby
Khushi Tyagi to Srishti Tyagi

0050187611-1

IIShalini Bansal alias Shalini
Dixit D/oSh. GyanDatt Dixit
W/oSh. SauravBansal R/o
H.No.B-9, KanchanApartment,
GeetaColony,Delhi-110031
have changedmyname to
Shalini Dixit Bansal for all
purposes. 0040592870-7

IISeemaSharmaD/oLate Sh.
RamNathSharmaW/oSh.
SanjayKumarDixit R/o
Kh.No.10/16ABlock, Gali
No.14/5, KamalVihar,Near
ChetanBihariMandir, Kamal
Pur, Burari, Delhi-110084 have
changedmynameafter
marriage to SeemaDixit for all
purposes. 0040592870-6

IISadhvi Karamjeet SinghD/o
Rajiv KheraR/o B-120, Sarita
Vihar, NewDelhi-110076, have
changedmyname toSadhvi
Khera. 0040592917-5

IIMaithali SharanGuptaS/oShri
RamNivasGuptaR/o-Plot.No.-
6, DGF, Kh.No.783,Mahipalpur
Extn, Gali.No.6D, Left Side
Block-K,Mahipalpur,Wouth
West,NewDelhi-110037,have
changedmyname toMaithli
SharanGupta for all future
purposes. 0040592886-1

IILakshmiKaurW/OWazir Singh
R/O, E-541, DDAColonyKhayala
Delhi-110018have changedmy
name to Laxmi. 0040592908-8

IIDeepakS/OPooranSinghR/O
Rzf-134ANihal Vihar, Nangloi,
Delhi-110041have changedmy
name toDeepakSinghvide
affidavit dated 20-11-2021 at
Delhi. 0050187608-1

IIAmit S/O, VijayGuptaR/o
Surajpur, GautamBudhNagar,
Uttar Pradesh 201306 have
changedmyname toAmit
Gupta for all purposes.

0040592850-1

IIAlkaD/o Late Sh. Jagdish
ChanderKhatterW/oSh.
SanjayNarulaR/oWZ-2135,
UpperGroundFloor, Rani Bagh,
Delhi-110034have changedmy
nameaftermarriage to Seema
Narula for all purposes.

0040592870-5

IIAlankritaD/O, Kuldeep
ThanochR/oB20, Parijat
Apartment,West Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034have
changedmyname toAlankrita
Thanoch for all purposes

0040592852-1

I,SukalaDeviW/o ,No.
13729592K. ExHAV,H/NB,
SUB,KaramChand, R/oRZ-B-
59/2,Vijay Enclave,Dabri,Delhi-
45 have changedmyname to
ShuklaDevi. 0040592908-2

II ,RajwantKaurAhuja alias
RajwantKaurD/oSh. Balbir
SinghAhujaW/oSh. Gurpreet
SinghR/oHouseNo.143, Jheel
Kuranja, KrishnaNagarH.O.,
EastDelhi, Delhi-110051have
changedmyname toRajwant
Kaur for all purposes.

0040592870-8

IItt is for general information that
I,SatNarainGupta,S/o Late.
JohriMalGupta,residingat-D-
266,IInd.Floor,Anand-Vihar,
Delhi-110092,declare that
nameofminehasbeen
wrongly-writtenasSat
NarayanGupta inmyDL.
No.0720040240077,Satya
Narayan inmyPassport.No.K-
2322709 and inmywife
Passport.No.K-2322708.The
actual-nameofmine is Sat
NarainGupta,whichMayBe
amendedAccoordingly.

0040592892-10

II,,SSuunniillKumarS/o-Sh.ParasNath
Tiwari R/o-290,Dakshinpuri
Extension,Block.No.14,Dr.Amb
edkarNagar,NewDelhi-110062,
have changedmy,name to
Sunil KumarTiwari for all,
futurepurpose. 0040592892-1

II,,SShhaasshhiiBala ShabarwalW/o
Kapil Sabharwal R/o-BC-
56,West ShalimarDelhi-
110088,changedmyname to
Shashi Bala Sabharwal.

0040592896-5

II,,KKuullddeeeeppKumarS/o-Sh.
RajaramR/o-H.No.1405,Maruti
Vihar,Chakkarpur, Gurugram-
122002,have changedmy,name
toKuldeepKumarTyagi for
all,futurepurpose.

0040592892-2

I, Pitamber S/O Jogeshwar
PrasadR/OA-5 SanwalNagar,
KasturbaNagar, Delhi-110049
have changedmyname to
PitamberGouniyal.

0040592548-5

IItt is for general information that
I,JavedAnwer,S/o-Abdul
Sattar,Residingat-C-85
Gali.No.13,Maujpur,Delhi-
110053,declare that nameof
mineandmyminor sonAreeb
Anwer(12Years)namehasbeen
wrongly-writtenas Javed
AnwarandAreebAnwar inmy
minor sonPassportNo.
K0116012.Theactual-nameof
mineandmyminor sonare
JavedAnwerandMyminor son
are JavedAnwerandAreeb
Anwer respectivelywhichmay
beamendedaccordingly.

0040592892-9

II,,PPrreeeettii TanwarD/oAshok
TanwarR/oB-1/34 Sector-
11,Rohini Delhi-110085have
changedmyname toAastha
Tanwar. 0040592896-3

II,,OOMMVVEEEERRVERMA,S/o Makhan
lal,R/Ok16/-1Bgali.no-14,
gangotri-viharwest-ghonda
delhi-110053,Have changemy
name,fromomveer singhTo
omveer verma,for all,future
purposes. 0040592892-8

II,,MMaahheennddrreePal Bhalla S/O
UttamChandR/O.E-125A,
NanheyPark, D.K.Mohan
Garden,WestDelhi-110059,
HaveChangedmyName to
Mahinder Pal. 0040592896-10

II,,KKaappiill Shabarwal S/oSubhash
ChandSabharwal R/o-BC-56,
West ShalimarDelhi-110088
changedmyname toKapil
Sabharwal. 0040592896-4

II,,KKaaiillaasshhChandSharmaS/o
Sh.MohanLal SharmaR/o-J-79
Bandar-wali khui, Ramesh-
NagarDelhi-110015,have
Changedmyname tokailash&
Bhardwaj (asmysurname)

0040592869-1

II,,JJCC-- 595360F,Nb /Sub.Muzamil
AhmadKhan,R /O-Kawari
(Laderwan) ,Tehsil/District-
Kupwara-193224.Inmyservice
record thenameand (DoB) of
mysonand (DoB) ofmy
daughter hasbeenwrongly
mentionedas sonManeeb
AhmadKhan (DoB-13-09-
2007)insteadofMuneeb
AhmadKhan(DoB- 07-02-2011)
anddaughter namelyMehak
Muzamil (DoB - 16-05-2010)
insteadof 15-05-2013.It needs
corrections. Objectionsbe filed
to 15 JAKLIwithin sevendays.

0020429881-1

II,,GGuurrpprreeeett SinghS/oRamSingh
R/o-274 Top-FloorAmbika
Vihar PaschimViharN.Delhi-
110087, changedmyname to
Gurpreet SinghSidhu.

0040592896-2

II,,DDeeeeppaakk S/o-PrahaladNarayen
Koli R/o F-344, gali no-
85,Mahavir enclavepart-3
delhi-110059,have changedmy
name fromDeepakKoli to
Deepak.

0040592896-9

II,,GGaauurriiDevi,W/o-Govind Ji
Prasad,R/o-Govind Ji Prasad,
Vill- Bhagirathpur,Laxmipur,
Post-Birsair, P.s.-sakri,Distt-
Madhubani,Bihar-847234,have
changedmyname to Jayanti
Devi,for all purposes.

0040592896-8

II,,DDhhaannddwwaannttKaurW/o
GurcharanSinghR/oH.No-829
G.T.Road, Shaheed-Nagar
Chheharta, Distt-Amritsar
Punjab-143105, have changed
myname toDhanwantKaur

0040592854-2

II,,DDeeeeppaakk SharmaS/O.Om
PrakashSharmaR/O.E- 96,
Kailash-Vihar,Sultanpuri, New-
Delhi-110086,inform that
DeepakandDeepakSharma
oneandsameperson.

0040592892-7

II,,BBiiaannttKaur,w/oDalip
Singh,Add-A-404,Pankha-Road,
JJ.Colony, UttamNagar,
NewDelhi.110059. Changedmy
name toBeantKaur.

0040592917-1

II,,BBaallKrishanHandaS/oShadi
LalHandaR/oB-8/143, Sector-
3, Rohini,Delhi-110085,
changedmyname toBal
KishanHanda. 0040592896-7

II,,BBUUSSHHRRAANAZD/OLAEEQUE
AHMED, R/oO-66, NAFEES-
ROAD, BATLAHOUSE, JAMIA-
NAGAR,OKHLA,DELHI-110025,
have changedmyname to
BUSHRANAAZ. 0040592892-6

II,,AAmmiittKumar S/oRamAvtar
Tayal R/o-A-30,Antriksh
Apartment Sector-14,Rohini
ExtensionDelhi-110085,have
changedmyname toAmit
KumarTayal. 0040592896-1

II,,AAllii Shahbaz,S/oAlimuddin
Address-VpoSudakaDistt
MewatHaryana-1221070,
changedmyname to Shahbaz
Ali. 0040592917-2

II,,AAaakkaasshh S/oAshokKumar Jha
R/o-207Gali.no.6/4B-block,
MukundpurPart-1,Samaipur
Delhi-110042, have changedmy
name toAakashKumar Jha.

0040592896-6

II,,Vajeer SinghS/OSunder Singh
R/O, 214, G/F, ChandNagar
TilakNagarDelhi-110018have
changedmyname toWazir
Singh. 0040592908-7

II,,RajeevRay, S/oRamUdagar
Pal, R/o-B18/17, RahulGarden,
Loni Dehat, Ghaziabad, have
changedmyname toRajeev
Rai Permanently.

0070762340-1

II,,RajdeepKaur,W/oRajinder
Singh, R/oUmai (329),
Kurukshetra, Haryana-136128,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
DeepKaur.

0070762316-1

II,, TranumJehan,W/o Israr Khan,
R/oD-60, NehruGarden, Khora
Colony, Khora, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201309, have
changedmyname to
Mustarajha. 0070762324-1

II,, Til RamS/o Late SH.PremRam
R/oB-70/S-2, 2nd-Floor,
Ramprastha-Colony,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201011,
permanent resident of Village-
Jaisar, P.O.Gagrigole, Pin-
263641, Distt. Bageshwar
Uttrakhandhavechangedmy
name toTarunSalil Sarvemil
Jaishar alias T. Salil Sarvemil
Jaishar. 0040592922-2

II,, Sundeep Jain, S/oSumati
Kumar Sethia, R/o F-1U-176,
Third Floor, VishakhaEnclave,
Uttari PitamPura, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034, have changedmy
name toSundeepSethia.

0070762344-1

II,, hitherto knownasBijay Sarkar
aliasAmiaSarkar aliasAmiya
Sarkar aliasVijay aliasVijay
Sarkar aliasVijayKumar S/o
Late Shri HarendraNath
Sarkar, PermanentR/o
PurathanStation, P.S.
Islampur, Distt. UttarDinajpur,
West Bengal, Presently
Residingat:F-223, P-Block,
Rajdhani Park, Nangloi, Nilothi,
WestDelhi, Delhi-110041, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasBIJAY
SARKAR. 0040592870-9

II,, Sonal Tiwari legally spouseof
Mr.Anil Tewari Presently R/o
B3, Type -V, Tower-16, GPRA-
Complex, East KidwaiNagar,
NewDelhi-110023, have
changedmyname, fromSonal
Tiwari to Sonal Tewari. Vide-
affidavit dated-22-11-2021.

0040592922-5

II,, Sombir singhkadian s/o
Dharamvir singh r/o vpo-pana,
DubaldhankirmanTeh-Beri
JhajjarHaryana.Havechanged
myname Sombir singh.

0040592917-11

II,, Sneh Lataw/oDharamvir
SarohaR/o 301, sector-13,
sonipat, have changedmy
name toSneh Lata Saroha, for
all purposes. 0040592908-4

II,, ShifaGroverW/O-Abhishek
Grover,R/O-Flat.No-702
Tower.No-4,CHD,Avenue-
71,SohnaRoad,Near-CD
International School, Sector-
71,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122101,HaveChanged
My,NameToShifaMalhotra
Grover ForAll,FuturePurposes.

0040592892-3

II,, Saurabh, S/oPrahladSingh,
R/o 67A, Gali No-3, Jai Bharat
Enclave, Near ShyamPark
Metro Station, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh -
201005, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asSaurabhSingh.

0070762320-1

II,, Sarth Jain S/oSh. Vitul JainR/o
N-29, GreenPark Extension,
Delhi—110016have changed
thenameofmyminor
daughterAmayra Jain aged 03
years and 02month to
Aahanaa Jain for all future
purposes. 0040592883-1

II,, SantraDevi,W/oMahabir
Prasad, R/oCheetaDungra
(37), Rewari, Haryana-123102,
have changedmyname to
LaxmiDevi. 0070762331-1

II,, SHIVANGIMALLIK, D/o
SUBRATAMALLIK, R/o 1898A,
Gali No-18, GovindPuri
Extension, Kalkaji, Delhi-
110019, have changedmyname
toSHIVANGINAGafter
marriage. 0070762311-1

II,, SHELLYGOEL,W/OSUSHIL
KUMAR,ADD-V/1&V/1-A, GAJJU
KATRASHAHDARADELHI-
110032, changedmyname to
SHAILYAGGARWAL,
permanently. 0040592917-4

II,, S. K. Jain, S/o Jashkaran
Sethia, R/o F-1U/176, Near
IncomeTaxColony, PitamPura,
Saraswati Vihar, Delhi-110034,
have changedmyname to
Sumati Kumar Sethia.

0070762347-1

II,, RAVINDERKUMAR JAINS/o
RAJESHWAR JAINADDRESS-64,
Sarojini Park, Shastri Nagar,
Delhi-110031, Changedmy
name to RAVINDER JAIN.

0040592917-8

II,, PromilaW/OLate shri.
Ashwani KumarR/O, Plot.No
PVT-4, KH.No-142/90, Extended
Lal DoraVillageKanjhawala
Delhi-110081, have changedmy
name toPramila, for all, future
purpose. 0040592908-6

II,, OmParkashGulati S/oGopi
ChandR/oNU-101C, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034havechangedmy
name toOmPrakashGulati.

0040592922-3

II,, Niketa,W/o JitenderGupta,
R/oHouseNo- 1872, Near pir
babamazar sector-2,
Ballabgarh, Faridabad,
Haryana-121004, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasNiketaGupta.

0070762314-1

II,, NidhiMathurNirwan,W/o
Kameshwar SinghNirwan, R/o
H.No.-1742, RomanoMahagun
Moderne, Sector-78, Noida-
GautamBudhNagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasNidhi Singh
Nirwan. 0070762319-1

II,, NANDKISHORSHARMA W/o
DAYAKRISHAN, R/o-F-54 TYPE-
3, ROAD.NO-2ANDREWSGANJ
SOUTH/DELHI, DELH110049, UP,
changedmyname toNAND
KISHORE.

0040592908-5

II,, AlkaW/oUpendraRathore
Add. K-1/23,MohanGarden,
UttamNagar, NewDelhi
110059, changedmyname to
AlkaRathore.

0040592917-9

LLoosstt followingdocuments for
property locatedat 73DDDA
SFS FLATSPOCKET1SECTOR10
DWARKANEWDELHI 110075: 1.
DDAPossession Letter 2. Full
And Final DemandLetter 3.
Electricity andwaterNOC4.
Alongwith other papers

0040592849-1

II,, LakshmiMittalW/oR.KMittal
R/oB-308, NarwanaApartment,
PlotNo. 89, I.P Extension, Delhi-
110092. Have Lost Share
Certificate in thenameof
Sh.Bharat BhushanGargS/o
Basant Lal (ShareCertificate.
No.22611Dated 03-11-1985)
Finder-Contact-9818356705.

0040592922-9

LLoosstt NotaryAttestedWill Deed
of Property. No.25, GobindPark,
Khureji Khas, Delhi-110051 F
CatagoryColonyNo.494,
Ward.No.78, Area-33.44Sq.Mtrs
foundermay informwithin
7daysBalvinder Singh, S/oAjit
Singh, R/o 84Baldev-Park,
Delhi-110051#9958576265.

0040592922-8

LLoosstt Original Registry of Plot
No.170,171,172 atVivekanand
Colony,KurukshetraHaryana
IndiaRegistrationNo.6041,
foundermay inform-Krishan
Pal Sharma,S/o-Inderjeet
Sharma#9810180822.

0040592892-11

II,,NeelamDhyani,W/o-Manoj
Kumar, R/oB-336-A, Lajpat
Nagar, Sahibabad, Ghaziabad,
UP-201005, have changedmy
name, FromNeelam toNeelam
Dhyani for all futurepurposes.

0040592908-10

II,,Navyadaughter ofMr.Anil
Tewari Presently R/oB3, Type-
V, Tower-16, GPRAComplex,
East KidwaiNagar, NewDelhi-
110023, have changedmy
name, fromNavya toNavya
Tewari. Vide-affidavit dated-
22-11-2021. 0040592922-7

II,,ShikhaBansalW/o-Manoj
Singhal,R/o-H.No.1842,Janta
Flats,GTBEnclave,NandNagri,
North EastDelhi, Delhi-110093,
have changedmy,name to
ShikhaSinghal,aftermarriage
for all,futurepurpose.

0040592892-4

II,,MohdMirshadS/oMohd
Nausher Awan Ansari R/oRZ-
742, Gali No 21, Tughlakabad
Extn., NewDelhi-110019,
declare thatmynameofmine
hasbeenwronglywrittenas
MohdMishad inhis school
records. But theCorrectName
isMohdMirshad. 40592865-1

II,,MayaDevi,W/oRajeshMittal,
R/oA1/204, Tower-1,
Purvanchal Silver City-2,
GreaterNoidaU.P., have
changedmyname toMeeta
Mittal for all futurepurposes.

0070762342-1

II,,Mansi,W/oAmit Kumar
Aggarwal, R/o 3580, Jain
Mohalla, Dharampura, Gandhi
Nagar, Delhi-31, have changed
myname toMansi Aggarwal
for all futurepurposes.

0040592908-9

II,,Manpreet Kour,W/oTaranjeet
Singh, R/oWZ-50/3, SantGarh,
StreetNo.5, GF, NewDelhi-18,
have changedmyname to
ManpreetKaur for all
purposes. 0070762350-1

II,,MARYKURUVILLACHACKO
D/O. CHACKOKURUVILLA
ESTAPPN, H.NO.164, FIRST/
FLOOR, BLOCK-WZSHADI-
KHAMPUR, PATEL-NAGAR
CENTRAL, DELHI-110008,
changedmyname toMARY
CHACKO, for all, future
purposes. 0040592917-3

II,, Lovely, D/oAshokKumar, R/o
Mahendra Enclave, Shastri
Nagar, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201002, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasGarimaa
Chaudhary. 0070762315-1

II,,Harjinder SinghS/oPratap
SinghR/oA-84, TagoreGarden
Extn., NewDelhi-110027have
changedmyname toHarjindra
Singh. 0040592922-1

II,,Harish, S/oOmParkash
residing, H.No.471,WardNo.17,
Dharampura, NearRoop
Garden, Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar,
have changedmyname to
HarishKumar, for all purposes.

0040592908-3

II,,HansRaj SharmaS/o Late
Sh.Amar SinghR/oWZ-203,
A/1, Gali.No.3, RamChowk,
SadhNagar, PalamColony,
NewDelhi, have changedmy
name fromHansRaj toHans
Raj Sharma for all future
purpose. 0040592917-7

II,,Gurpaul SinghS/oAwtar Singh
R/o-B-5/46, Paschim-Vihar,
Delhi-110063, have changedmy
minorDaughter’s name
Anushri toAnushri Singh
Permanently. 0040592854-1

II,,DevendraChaudhary, S/o
Late. Heera Lal Chaudhary, R/o
C-145, StreetNo.-9,WestVinod
Nagar, Delhi-92, have changed
myname toDevendra Lal
Chaudhary. 0070762313-1

II,,BhrigunathChoudhary
No.1082267P, DFRR/oH/no.D-
97,AmarColony,Nangloi,Delhi-
41,have changemyminor Son’s
nameRaj Kumar toRaj Kumar
Choudhary. 0040592908-1

II,,AyushTiwari s/oMr.Anil
Tewari Presently R/oB3,Type-V,
Tower-16, GPRAComplex, East
KidwaiNagar, NewDelhi-
110023, have changedmy
name, fromAyushTiwari to
AyushTewari. Vide-affidavit
dated-22-11-2021. 40592922-6

II,,AshaRaniW/o-LateOmKumar
R/o-HNo.1065/3, Gali.No-3,East
RajivNagar,Gurugram,
Haryana,have changed,my
name toAshaDevi for all,
futurepurpose. 0040592892-5

II,, JitendraKumar, S/o
BrijbhushanSingh, R/oHajipur
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
245207, have changedmyname
to JitendraSinghRawal.

0070762322-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform public at large that my
client Smt. Shhani Wadhwa W/o Late
Sh. Som Nath Wadhwa, R/o 40-B,
Friends Enclave, Nilothi, West Delhi,
Delhi-110041 have cut off her family
relations and has disowned & debarred
her son Gaurav and her Daughter in
law Lalita Sharma from her movable/
immovable properties due to their
disobedient nature/behavior and my
client was not/is not/shall not be
responsible for any act of her son
Gaurav and her Daughter in law Lalita
Sharma in any manner.

Sd/-
Pardeep Sharma

Advocate
Chamber No. 440,

Patiala House Court,
New Delhi-110001
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The public in general is hereby
informed that My clientess Smt.
Mehak Kumar, R/o D-12/87 2nd
floor, Sector-7, Rohini, North
West Delhi, New Delhi - 10085 is
widow of Late Sh. Nitin Kumar
that husband of my clientess has
expired due to Covid in the year
June, 2021 and husband of my
clientess was shareholder/
Owner in the following
properties: -
1. A Free hold Built-up Property
Bearing No.97, Block-G, Pocket-
22, Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi -
110085.
2. A Free hold built-up property
Bearing No.107, Block-B,
Pocket-5, Sector-7, Rohini,
Delhi - 110085.
3. A Free hold DDA built-up LIG
Flat Bearing No.14, Ground
Floor, Block-D, Pocket-12,
Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi - 110085.
4. A Free hold DDA, Shop
No.15, in CSC No.5, Sector-7,
Rohini, Delhi - 110085.
5. A Free Hold Self acquired
property of Late Sh. Nitin Kumar
Flat No.17, Pocket D-12 1st 2nd
and 3rd Floor along with roof
Right up to sky Sector-7, Rohini,
Delhi-110085.
6. A Free Hold Block D, Pocket-
16/463, Sector -7, Rohini, Delhi-
110085.
It is being notified public at large
through this public notice that
being a widow/LRs of Late Sh.
Nitin Kumar, my clientess is also
having legal right in the said
properties and any person who
deals in the above said
properties without my
knowledge/ consent with anyone
that deal shall be treated as null
and void. And the person who
deals in the above said
properties shall be responsible
for the consequences himself/
herself. My clientess shall not be
responsible for any wrongful
loss to any person in any
manner whatsoever.

Sd/-
Shamsher Singh

Advocate
Enrl. No. D-1024/(R)

Ch. No. 803,
Lawyers Chamber,

Rohini Court Complex,
Rohini, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Public at large is hereby informed that
my clients Mr. Suresh S/o Late
Mahaveer and Smt. Bhagwati W/o
Suresh both R/o 72 A, GF, Chirag Delhi-
17 has severed all their relation from
their son namely Nitin and his wife
Sheetal W/o Nitin both R/o 72 A, Chirag
Delhi-17 as they are not in control of my
clients and their acts are in
irresponsible manner and both are gave
beatings to my clients. If any person will
deal with them shall do so at his/her
own risks & cost and my clients will not
be responsible in any manner.”

Sd/-
SOURABH GARG

Advocate
Enrl. No. D-1852/2002

Ch. No. 678, Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client
Mohd. Mubeen S/o Mohd. Yunus
R/o E-1298, Gali No.7, Shri Ram
Colony, Rajiv Nagar, Karawal Nagar,
Delhi-110094, has disowned his son
Mohd. Mafoom from his all
moveable and immovable properties
and severed all relations with him
due to his disobedience. My client
shall not be responsible for his acts.

Sd/-
Mehmood Huassin

Advocate
Ch. No. 230, Saket Courts,

New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform to the general public that my clients
Sh. Jamna Prasad Tiwari, S/O Sh. Jagdish Prasad
and Smt. Shanti Tiwari W/O Sh. Jamna Prasad
Tiwari, R/O JU-69 A, Pitampura, Delhi-110034 has
severed all their relations with their son Hari
Shankar Tiwari S/O Sh. Jamna Prasad Tiwari and
their daughter-in-law Sudha Tiwari W/O Hai
Shankar Tiwari, residents of JU-69 A, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034 and disowned them from their all
movable and immovable properties. My above
named clients shall not be responsible for any act
of their above named son Hari Shankar Tiwari and
daughter-in-law Sudha Tiwari in past or in future. If
any person dealing with Hari Shankar Tiwari and
Sudha Tiwari will do at his own risk.

Sd/-
PANKAJ TRIPATHI

Advocate
Enrl. No. D/288-F/2000

Chamber No. 931, Lawyers Chamber,
Rohini Court Complex, Delhi

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Smt. Pushpa W/o Late Sh.
Rakesh Choudhary R/o 1949, Yamuna
Bazar, Delhi-6, hereby disowns/debars
her Son Adhitya Chaudhary and his
wife Priyanka Singh both R/O flat no. B-
16, plot-D-2/16, Deodar Marg Block D
ITC Housing Complex DLF Phase-1
Gurugram Haryana from her movable
and immovable properties and severe
all her relations with them as they are
out of control, disobedient, harassing
and humiliating her. My client shall not
be responsible for any act of them with
anybody.

Sd/-
G.C. RATTAN

Advocate
Ch. No. 713, Rohini Courts,

Delhi-85

Vikas Uppal (Advocate)
Chamber No. 206, 2nd Floor
Rohini Court, Delhi - 110085

Mob.: 9999912089

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Haji lsrail Khan S/o Late
Sh. Sardar Khan, R/o-R-22 A, Pul
Pehladpur, M. B. Road, South Delhi,
New Delhi, do hereby disown /debar
his son Altaf Khan from his all
movable and immovable properties
and severed his all relations with
him due to his misconduct and
misbehavior, therefore, my client will
not be responsible for his any
act/deeds and admissions.

Sd/-
M.S. HUSSAIN

Advocate
Ch. No. 451, Saket Courts,

New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
“THE PUBLIC AT LARGE IS INFORMED
THAT MY CLIENT'S SH. RAM MOHAN
GUPTA S/O LATE NATTHU LAL GUPTA
AND KANTA GUPTA W/O SH. RAM MOHAN
GUPTA BOTH R/O RZ-283/27, PIPAL WALI
GALI, VISHNU GARDEN, KHYALA, DELHI-
110018, HAVE DISOWNED THEIR SON SH.
ASHOK GUPTA AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW
SMT. NEELAM GUPTA W/O ASHOK
GUPTA, AND THEIR GRAND- SON
AARYAN GUPTA AND GRAND -
DAUGHTER PALAK GUPTA WHO ARE
LIVING SEPARETELY FROM ALL THEIR
MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES FOREVER AND SEVERED
ALL RELATIONS WITH THEM, AS THEY
ARE DISREGARDING AND DISOBEYING
MY CLIENT AND ARE OUT OF CONTROL
OF MY CLIENT'S. IF ANYBODY DEALS
WITH THEM, HE/ THEY WILL DO SO AT
HIS/ THEIR OWN COST & RISK.”

Sd/-
RAJESH DUA (ADVOCATE)

Enrl No.: D/167/88
Ch. No. K-20,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff
Af¸f þ³f°ff I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI ¸fZS Z
¸fbUd¢I »f ßfe Sf¸f ¨fdSÂff ´fbÂf ßfe dÂfUZ³fe, Af²ffS
ÀfÔ£¹ff 3044 6631 4614 W` EUÔ ßfe I fVfe Sf¸f ´fbÂf
ßfe Sf¸f ¨fdSÂff Af²ffS ÀfÔ£¹ff 4337 3335 9850 W`
þûdI BÊ -133 , RZ þ -5, Aû¸f dUWfS, CØf¸f ³f¦fS,
´fd›¸fe dQ»»fe -110059 IZ d³fUfÀfe W`aÜ ¹fW Qû³fûÔ
A´f³fZ ´fû°fZ EUÔ ´fbÂf dþÀfI f ³ff¸f dQUfI S ¨fü²fSe W`
þ³¸f d°fd±f 08 /11/1996 °f±ff Af²ffS ÀfÔ£¹ff 7135
2858 4343 W` ÀfZ CÀfI e AUÄff, Qb½¹fÊUWfS IZ I fS¯f
A´f³fZ Àf·fe ÀfÔ¶fÔ²fûÔ I û J°¸f I S SWZ W`Ô AüS W¸fZVff
W¸fZVff IZ d»fE CÀfI û A´f³fe ¨f»f AüS A¨f»f Àf¸´fdØf
ÀfZ UÔd¨f°f I S°fZ W `ÔÜ ¹fdQ I ûBÊ ½¹fdö CÀfIZ Àff±f dI Àfe
·fe ´fiI fS I f I ûBÊ »fZ³fQZ³f ¹ff ½¹f½WfS I S°ff W` °fû UW
A´f³fZ þûdJ¸f AüS A´f³fe dþ¸¸fZQfSe ´fS We Wû¦ffÜ ¸fZS Z
¸fbUd¢I »f CÀfIZ dI Àfe ·fe IÈ °¹f AüS I ¸fÊ IZ d»fE
dþ¸¸fZQfS ³fWeÔ WûÔ¦fZ Ü

WXÀ°ff/-

PRADEEP KUMAR (Advocate)
Regd.No. D/2443-B/99

PUBLIC NOTICE
Know all men by these presents that my clients S.
MOHINDER SINGH and SMT. RANJIT KAUR
BOTH R/O G-72, GF, MANSAROVER GARDEN,
NEW DELHI are interested to purchase Property
No. A-13. area measuring 200 sq. yds.. Khasra
No. 5/01, Village Khyala, Sham Nagar, New Delhi
from the owner Surender Singh S/o Rangu Singh
R/o WZ-III-B/70 Vishnu Garden, New Delhi whose
two original Sale Deeds have lost/misplaced near
Vishnu Garden on 05/10/2021 and lodged online
FIR vide LR No. 915091/2021 dt. 10/11/2021 in the
Police Station Crime Branch, Delhi. Details of lost
documents of above mentioned property are - (1)
Sale Deed regd as Doc. No. 406 Book No. 1, Vol
No. 117 on pages 39 to 42 dated 16/02/1960 in the
office of SR New Delhi. Seller : Ram Lal Khanna,
Puchaser : Devki Devi and (2) Sale Deed regd as
Doc. No. 240 Book No. 1, Vol No. 2926 on pages
6 to 10 dated 15/01/1955 in the office of SR New
Delhi, Seller : Lal Chand Sharma & Mahinder
Pratap, Puchaser : Ram Lal Khanna.
Any person found then inform me the lost Sale
Deeds within one week, will be suitable rewarded.

Sd/-
H.K. BABBAR

Advocate
DG-III-409, Vikaspuri

New Delhi-110018
M: 9811674564, Email: babbarhk@gmail.com

New Delhi



Afterchaosof themanagerial change,allhopesonMichaelCarrick tosteer theship

ENS /AP
NOVEMBER22

AFTER the weekend chaos, Manchester
Unitedwill be hoping for somemid-week
calm.Andwhobettertosteerthemtowards
that thanMichaelCarrick.
As a player, Carrickwas severely under-

rated. He controlledManchester United’s
midfieldwithhis calmness, quiet authority,
andon-field vision.OnTuesday, theplayer-
turned-coachwill have to dig deep into all
thoseattributesafterhewasthrust intoone
of theworld’s biggest coaching jobs pretty
muchoutof nowhere.
Carrick,whoonlystartedhiscoachingca-

reer in2018andhasneverhelda seniorpo-
sition,wasnamedasUnited'scaretakerman-
ager after the club’s board decided to part
wayswithOleGunnarSolskjaeronSunday.
And he will begin his stint as the interim
manager with a crucial match away to
Villarreal on Tuesday, with both the teams
lookingtosealqualificationtotheknockout
stage.

Tricky tie
ThecollectivemoraleatUnitedseemsto

haveplummetedtonewerdepthsfollowing
a4-1defeatatWatfordinthePremierLeague
on Saturday. It was the latest in a string of
dreadful results, including defeats to
LiverpoolandManchesterCity,whicheven-
tually cost Solskjaer his job. Captain Harry
Maguire said how emotional the past cou-
pleofdayshavebeenfortheteamandadded
that the players share responsibility for the
poorperformances.ButCarrick,Maguireand
therestof theplayerswillhave little timeto
dwellontheeventsthat transpiredoverthe
weekend. InVillarreal, they faceatrickyop-
ponentonTuesday.
The Spanish team has been enduring a

challenging phase as well, with pressure
mounting onmanager Unai Emery. Under
him,Villarrealslippedtoaseventhdrawin13
leaguematches on Saturday, after conced-
inglateagainstCeltaVigoina1-1draw.Ithas
left them12thon the table, and the fansare
fast losingpatience. ForVillarreal, theother
bigheadachewillbe the long listofwalking
wounded.OnTuesday, theywillbewithout
GerardMorenowhileotherplayersarelisted
as doubtful because of injuries, including
Arnaut Danjuma and Yeremy Pino. A win
would guarantee progression for United,
while a drawwould also be enough if the
match between Atalanta and Young Boys
alsoendsinadraw.However,theItalianside
willgointothatmatchhavinganupperhand.
They are on a six-match unbeaten run in
Serie A, including a 5-2win over Spezia on
Saturday.Thehigh-scoringAtalantaisonan
upswing ahead of itsmatch at Young Boys,
which is in lastplaceonthreepoints.

Xavi boost for Barca

In the other big match of the night,
BarcelonawilltakeonBenficainanotherde-
cisivematch. The Catalans began their life
underXaviwith amuch-neededwin in the
Spanish league, beating Espanyol in the
derby on Saturday. The result ended their
four-gamewinless streak in the league.
Barcelona is two points ahead of third-

place Benfica with two games left. But
Tuesday’s tie canbeapotential bananaskin
for Xavi, whowill bemanaging Barca only
for thesecondtime.
AlthoughitisearlyinXavi’stenure,Barca

impressed in thegame for their first victory
in five league games in front of around
75,000 fans at CampNou -- a positive sign
fortheclubfollowingdwindlingattendance
figuresamidtheir slumpearlier in thecam-
paign. Xavi's next challenge will be on
TuesdayagainstBenficainwhatwillbeare-
venge game for the teamafter they lost 3-0
inLisbon.Awinwillensurepassageintothe
Round of 16with a game left. The Catalan

clubstarteditsChampionsLeaguecampaign
with consecutive 3-0 losses to Bayern
Munich and Benfica, but awin against the
Portuguesesidewill allowit toclinchaspot
intheknockoutstageandavoidgettingelim-
inatedinthegroupstageforthefirst timein
nearlytwodecades.Butif thematchagainst
Espanyol was anything to go by, Barcelona
supportershavereasons tobehopeful.

Covid outbreak at Bayern
BayernMunich isalreadythroughtothe

nextroundwithaperfectfourwinsfromfour
games.SocoachJulianNagelsmannmayopt
togivesomekeyplayersrestatDynamoKyiv
on Tuesday for their penultimate game in
GroupE.Kyiv, thebottomof thegroupwith
one point, needs a win and favor from
Benfica against Barcelona to stay in con-
tention.Bayern'sbuilduphasbeenovershad-
owed by the coronavirus with five report-
edlyunvaccinatedplayers-JoshuaKimmich,
Serge Gnabry, Jamal Musiala, Eric-Maxim
Choupo-Moting andMichael Cuisance - all
in quarantine a with Niklas Sole and Josip
Stanisic in isolatio.

Chelsea need a point vs Juve
For high-flying Chelsea, who are on top

inthePremierLeague,apointathometoan
already-qualifiedJuventuswillbeenoughto
advanceintotheRoundof16withagameto
spare. A drawwould also suit Juve because
that would clinch the top spot. Jorginho
shouldbefitforChelseaaftercomingoffwith
a cramp in the 3-0 win over Leicester on
Saturday that kept the team in first place in
the Premier League, while Romelu Lukaku
andTimoWernercould returnafter injury.

MU hope formid-week calm

OleGunnarSolskjaer (C)andvandeBeek(R),afterWatford-ManUtdgame. Reuters

REUTERS
LONDON,NOVEMBER22

THE InternationalOlympicCommittee(IOC)
hasentereddangerouswatersbytakingpart
in a call with Peng Shuai thatwasmeant to
provideassurancesovertheChineseplayer's
safety, human rights group Amnesty
International saidonMonday.
Peng, a former doubles world number

one, had a video call on Sunday with IOC
presidentThomasBachandtoldhimshewas
safeandwellafterWesterngovernmentsand
the global tennis community expressed
mountingconcern forherwellbeing.
The 35-year-old had not been seen for

nearly threeweeks since alleging on social
mediathatformerVicePremierZhangGaoli
hadsexuallyassaultedher.
Neither Zhang nor the Chinese govern-

menthavecommentedonPeng'sallegations.
TheChineseForeignMinistrydidnotimme-
diately respond to an email request on
MondayforcommentontheAmnestystate-
ment.

"The IOC is entering dangerouswaters.
Theyshouldbeextremelycarefulnottopar-
ticipateinanywhitewashofpossiblehuman
rights violations," said Amnesty's China re-
searcher Alkan Akad. "In the past we have
seenvarioussimilarcaseswherepeoplehad
nooptionbuttosaywhattheyhadbeentold
to,"hesaid.
Akad said the video callwas barely con-

vincing and did little to alleviate fears over
theplayer'swellbeing,echoingtheWomen's
TennisAssociation(WTA)earlieronMonday.
"The Chinese government has a track

record,especiallythestaterunmediaoutlets
of fabricating statements ormaking people
give forced and sometimes televised testi-
moniesshortlyafterpeoplegomissing,"said
Akad. Akad called on the Chinese govern-
ment to investigate allegations of sexual
abuse and ensure that the survivors have a
platform to express themselves freely, and
withoutanyadverseconsequences.

PengShuai hadallegedsexualassault
againsta formerChineseVicePremier
Reuters

IOC has entered
dangerous
waters in Peng
matter: Amnesty
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ShoaibAkhtartoundergoknee
replacementsurgery soon

Lahore: One of cricket’s all-time fastest
bowlers,ShoaibAkhtarhasrevealedthathis
“running days are over” as the former
Pakistan speedmerchant is going for knee
replacementsurgery.TheenigmaticAkhtar’s
mercurial career was often dogged by in-
juries. Two years ago, Akhtar underwent a
knee reconstruction surgery inMelbourne.
AkhtarpostedtheupdateonhisTwitterhan-
dle alongside apictureof himself following
what looked likeasessionof physical activ-
ity.“Myrunningdaysareoverasamleaving
for total knee replacement in Australia
Melbourne very soon,” Akhtar tweeted.
Akhtar,whoisconsideredtheworld’sfastest
bowler of all time and nicknamed the
‘Rawalpindi Express’, retired fromall forms
of cricket in2011. PTI

Colombo:SriLankaspinnersRameshMendis
andPraveenJayawickramasharedfivewick-
ets to leaveWest Indies struggling on113-6
inreplytothehometeam’sfirst-innings386
ontheseconddayofthefirstTestonMonday.
Off-spinner Mendis removed Kraigg
Brathwaite (41), Shai Hope (10) and Roston
Chase (2) to finish thedaywith figuresof 3-
23. Jayawickramapickedup2-25while fel-
lowspinnerLasithEmbuldeniyaclaimedthe
otherwicket to fall. KyleMayerswas 22not
outatstumps,battingwithJasonHolder(1).
Earlier,West Indies didwell to take the last
sevenSriLankawicketsfor119runsafterthe
hosts had laid a solid foundation for a good
scorewhen they resumed on 267 for three.
SriLankacaptainDimuthKarunaratne,who
reached his 13th Test hundred on Sunday,
was stumpedby JoshuaDaSilvaoff spinner
Chase for147.
He hit 15 fours in his 300-ball innings.
DhananjayadeSilvaalsomade61beforehit-
ting hiswicket. Chase took 5-83, his fourth

Testfive-wickethaul,whileleft-armspinner
JomelWarricanclaimed3-87.
BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka386 (Karunaratne
147, Dhananjaya de Silva 61; Chase 5/83,
Warrican 3/87) vs West Indies 113/6
(Brathwaite41;RameshMendis3/23) AP

Southgate signs new contract
with England through 2024

London: England coach Gareth Southgate
hassignedanewcontractthroughtotheend
of 2024, the Football Association said
Monday. "It remainsan incredibleprivilege
toleadthisteam,"saidSouthgate,who’sone
of England'smost successful coaches after
theWorld Cup semifinals in 2018 and the
EuropeanChampionshipfinalthisyear.The
dealkeepsSouthgateinchargefortwomore
majortournaments- nextyear'sWorldCup
in Qatar and Euro 2024 in Germany.
SouthgatetooktheEnglandjobonaperma-
nentbasisinNovember2016,leadingoneof
thecountry'smost talentedsquads for sev-
eral years. "Wehave a great opportunity in
frontofus,"Southgatesaid,"andIknowthey
and the fans are all excited aboutwhat this
squadcouldachieve in the future." AP

PakistancompleteT20Iseries
sweepagainstBangladesh
Dhaka: Pakistan completed a clean sweep
over Bangladesh in their Twenty20 series,
winning the third and final game by five
wicketsafterathrillinglastoveronMonday.
Bangladesh totalledamediocre124-7buta
slowapproachmeantPakistanneededeight
runs off the final six balls. Captain
Mahmudullahcameontobowlhisonlyover
of the day and dismissed Sarfaraz Ahmed
andHaiderAlioff consecutivedeliveriesbe-
fore Iftikhar Ahmed smashed a huge six off
thefourthball,denyinghimahat-trick.With
tworunsneededoff twoballs, Iftikharwent
forglorybutendedupbeingcaught.
BRIEFSCORES:Bangladesh124/7in20overs
(MohammadNaim47)losttoPakistan127/5
in 20 overs (Haider Ali 45; Mahmudullah
3/10)by fivewickets. AP

Austria’s lockdown affects
return of Davis Cup Finals
Turin:No Davis Cup tennis fans will be al-
lowedinInnsbruckasAustriagoesbackinto
lockdown. Capacitywill be at 60% in Turin,
whereItalianchildrenwillbeoccupyingvast
portionsof thestandsamidslowticketsales.
AttendanceinMadridwillbeatamaximum
of75%. Afterthedebutof the18-teamevent
washeldentirely inMadridoversevendays
in2019,themaincriticismsfromplayerswas
on late-nightmatches in empty arenas and
notenoughrestbetweenmatches.Soorgan-
izersspreadthisyear'stournament,starting
Thursday, over three different cities and 11
days.Butcoronaviruscasescomplicatesmat-
ters."DavisCupwasacompetitionwherewe
could play in front of incredible crowds,"
French doubles specialist Pierre-Hughes
Herbert lamented. AP

SpinnerPraveenJayawickrama .Reuters

Spinners put hosts Sri Lanka in
commandagainstWest Indies

PLAYING TONIGHT

At11.30
DynamoKyivvsByernMunich
VillarrealvsManchesterUtd
At1.30a.m(Wednesday)
BarcelonavsBenfica
YoungBoysvsAtalanta
Chelseavs Juventus
LiveonSonyNetwork

CROSSWORD4593

ACROSS
1 Carmen’s songaboutUS
politician (11)

9 They’renotsuited for their
leisureactivities (7)

10 Putyour towel if notyourshirt
on it (5)

11 Havearewarding job
(4)

12 Drawnout in thewrongorder -
that’sawkward(8)

14 Runlightlyonto thesceneand
stumble (4,2)

16 Humblechurchmantakesme
in(6)

18 Uniformedfootmen
(8)

19 Handsback inexchange
(4)

22 Treeentitledtorespect
(5)

23 Exit to theopenair?
(7)

24 It could leadtoherdownfall -
she’sonlyyoung
(4,2,1,4)

DOWN
2 Atallonemaybedifficult to
carryout (5)

3 Suddensquallofwindwrecks
tugs (4)

4 Adjustment inages for review
(6)

5 Vessel thatcrosses thebar?
(8)

6 Ameasureof spaceandtime
(7)

7 Anamusinghost?
(11)

8 Theroleof conductor?
(7,4)

13 Inracinghe followsthewinner
(6-2)

15 Hehasno faith innewfield
distribution(7)

17 Makea long-distancecall to
withdrawfromabargain
(3,3)

20 Hewantsahand
(5)

21 Gameunsuitable forwomen
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
It ispleasant to find
notone,not twobut
threeplanets, totally
andbeneficially

alignedwithyoursign.My
prognostication forpersonal
affairscanthereforeonlybe
good.But tohelpyourself,may I
urgeyoutosail throughlife
withasmile?

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Thecontinuing
relationship
betweenVenus,
planetof love,and
Jupiter, rulerof

expansion, should liftyour
moraleandexpandyour
romantichorizons.Please
remember thatyoumayfeelas
sentimentalaboutplacesas
aboutpeople, andanostalgic
journeycouldbe just thething
torestoreyourmorale.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Youare inan
extremelystrong
positiontoairyour
grievances, as longas
youarediplomatic.

What'smore,youcanalsodo
somethingabout them.Other
peoplemayobjectbut, if they’re
honestwiththemselves, they’ll
realise thetruthabout the
situation.Andnotbefore time,
youmight think.

CANCER(June22- July23)
This ishardlya
convenient timein
manyrespects,but
thenyou’reusedto

jugglingdifferentarrangements
andcontradictorypressures.
Thetrouble is thatyoucould
runup largebillswithout
noticing.So,keepaneyeon
potential social costs.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Youmaykeepyour
attentionon long-
termambitions,but
varyyourstrategy.

Perhapsyoucanforgetabout
makingthegrade forawhile
andconcentrateonoffering
otherpeopleahelpinghand.
Your future isassured,but
theirs isnot.Realise that,while
partners’difficultiesmayseem
small toyou, to themtheywill
soonseeminsuperable.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Extroverted,
outgoing influences
combine inequal
measurewith

introverted, inward-looking
ones.Perhaps thismeansthat
you’ll takecontrol insecret. It
couldalsomeanthat this isan
idealday forspiritual reflection,
or just forspendingtimeby
yourself.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Your social stars are
supreme,
encompassing the
entire rangeof

humancontactsunder their
beneficial glow, fromcasual
meetingswith strangers to
passionateencountersof the
most intimatekind.Whynot
let yourbarriersdownand
enjoyyourself?

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Makeanearly start
andsetyour sights
high, ashigh, in fact,
asyoupossibly can.

If professional schemesare
afoot, today’sprospects areas
nearperfect asyoucanexpect
thisweek. It’s important to
cultivate friendly relationships,
evenwith rivals.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov24-Dec22)
Youshouldbeable
tomoveonestep
closer toyouraims
athome,which

means thatyoushouldnow
levelwith lovedonesand
explainyour intentions.Rather
than tryand fill inall the facts,
givepeopleageneralpicture,
and let themshareyourvision
of abetter future.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Youshouldfindit
mucheasierto
improveanyties
whichhaveheldyou

backatwork.Youcouldalsofind
thatthereare justnotenough
hours intheday.Over-commit
yourself if necessary: takeon
morethanyoucancopewith
nowandyou’ll learnamillion
vital lessonsforthefuture.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
Youwillneedall the
charmyoucan
muster if youare to
saveyourself froma

financialhole, ormaximise the
impactof abrilliantbargain. I
don’tneed to remindyouthat
it’s appearances that count
whenyou’redecidingbetween
differentpeople, andwhen
they’re judgingyou.

PISCES (Feb20-Mar20)
Bearing inmind that
the truth is relative,
andmeansdifferent
things todifferent

people, youmustdecidehow
muchofwhat youknowtogive
away. I suspect that there is
little harm indispensing the
facts, but I should imagine
you’ll be farmore cageywith
your feelings.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Don'tthrowastoneintoa__fromwhichyouhave___.-Yiddishproverb(4,.,5)

VILER EEPTDU

AEOLN EELYKW

SolutionsCrossword4592:Across:1Roller,4Aspirate,9Incite,10Crackpot,12
Drug,13Grain,14Scum,17Onejumpahead, 20Silentcomedy,23Omit,24Rolls,
25Disc,28Talkdown,29Hymnal,30Deserted,31Hebrew. Down:1Raindrop,2
Lectures,3Eats,5Straighttalk,6Inch,7Aspect,8Entomb,11Prophetofwoe,15
Tunis,16Baton,18Beginner,19Lynchlaw,21Routed,22Wields,26Oder,27Pyre.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

SOLUTION:LIVER,ALONE/ANOLE,DEPUTE,WEEKLY
Answer:Don'tthrowastoneintoawellfromwhichyouhavedrunk.-Yiddishproverb
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ABHISHEKPUROHIT
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER22

‘STAY DEEP in the crease andwait for the
yorker.Ifhemisses,youwilldefinitelyhitabig
one,’wastheTamilNadudugout’smessagefor
ShahrukhKhanwith16neededfromthelast
overof theSyedMushtaqAliTrophyfinal.On
the first twodeliveries Shahrukh faced– the
thirdandthefifthoftheover--Karnatakaleft-
armseamerPrateek Jainwasmoreor lesson
target.Butonthelastball,withfiveneeded,he
wasn’tandShahrukhsentitsoaringoverdeep
square legbefore being engulfedby jubilant
teammates.
InJanuary, too,Shahrukhhadhitthewin-

ningrunsforTamilNaduinthe2020-21Syed
MushtaqAli Trophy final against Baroda, al-
thoughthatchasewasnowherenearasclose,
completedwithtwooverstospare.Dayslater,
PunjabKingswouldwin abiddingwarwith
RoyalChallengersBangaloreandDelhiCapitals
tobuyShahrukhforRs5.25crore.
Theword ‘finisher’ has stuck tohim, and

whywon’titwhenhecanhitlast-ballsixesto

winnationaltournamentfinals.Butduringhis
maidenIndianPremierLeaguestint,Shahrukh
hadtoclarify thathecouldplaythe“normal”
game too. After all, in the 2019-20 Syed
MushtaqAli Trophy final – Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka seem tomake it all the time–he
hadactuallyopenedtheinnings.
Thatsamemonth,December2019,hehad

goneforaRajasthanRoyalsselectiontrialbut
hadn’tmadeit.“ThissetofboyswantedtoDES-
PERATELYbepartofIPL,”DineshKarthik,who
ledTamilNadu in theprevious twoSMAT fi-
nals,wroteaspartofatweetonMonday.
“ItwasablessingindisguiseforShahrukh.

That iswhat I had toldhim then.Hewent to
multiple (IPL) selection trials butwasnot se-
lected,” Tamil Nadu assistant coach
Ramaswamy Prasanna told The Indian
Express.
“Ialwayskepttellinghimthatyoufirstwin

games for TamilNadu, and thenpeoplewill
recogniseyou.Therewasatimewherehewas
gettingruns forTamilNadubutwasnotwin-
ninggames.Hestarteddoingthatacoupleof
years back and ultimately gotwhat he de-
servedlastseason[attheIPLauction.]”

Shahrukhwentfromopenertofinisheras
aresultofacompleterolechange,andhasrev-
elled in it. SomuchsothatPrasannasaid that
theTamilNadudugoutwasconfidentoftheir

chances evenwhen the asking ratewas gal-
loping because they had complete faith in
Shahrukh.“Hehastheskillleveltoget50or60
inthelastfourovers.Hehasbeenworkingpre-

ciselyforthisforthepastthreeyears,”Prasanna
said.“Wealwaystellhimthat‘thisisyourrole,
youwillbeplayingthissituation,sobematch
ready.’ And exactly that situationhappened
thisafternoonandhedelivered.”
Role-play
KarthikandPrasannahavehadkeyrolesin

gettingShahrukhattunedtohisrole.“Wehave
beenpractising in such away that the situa-
tionalawarenessisthereforhim.”
Prasanna, a former TamilNadubatsman,

was Shahrukh’s first captain in first-division
cricketinChennaiwhenthelatterwasaround
15. “When I first sawhim,hewashappy-go-
lucky.Nowhehascometotherealisationthat
hehas everything in him toplay at thenext
level.Eventhen,hehadthatflairwhenhebat-
tedinthenets.Hewouldtonkthebestofclub
bowlers.Hehad thenatural ability tohit fast
bowlers.
“And he has evolved to play the slow

bowlerswell too.Nowhehas evolved to the
stagewherehebelieveshe canwinmatches
fromanysituation.”
The Tamil Nadu teammanagement has

triedtocreatepressuresituationsforShahrukh

inthenets.Itisnotonlyaboutgettinga20-ball
40or a15-ball 35.Hehasbeen toldhehas to
stay in themiddle long enough towin the
gameforhisside.
“Wheneverwepractise, theroleassigned

tohimisalwaysdifficult.Moreoftenthannot,
hegetshomeinthematchsimulations.Some
mightthinktheassignedtargetisimpossible,
buthekeepsitsimple.
“We try toput pressure onhim inmatch

simulations too.Wemake sure he facesM
Ashwin -he canbeabit vulnerable against a
leg-spinner.Wealwaysgivehimthebestwe
have.WehaveNatarajanwhoisoneofthebest
inthecountryatthedeath,wehaveMAshwin
andRSaiKishore, twoof thebest spinners in
theshorterformats.“Wealsosledgehimdur-
ingmatch simulations, I personally do that,”
Prasanna jokes. “Wemake sure there are
enoughpeoplearoundhimtosledgehim.”
Alltheworkbehindthesceneshashelped

Shahrukhmaturetotheextentthathedoesn’t
get overexcitedwhenhe aces tough chases.
“Hewas composedafter the final. Itwasone
morewinforhim.Thisistheleveltowhichhe
hasdeveloped.”

SOUTHGATESIGNSNEWCONTRACT
EnglandcoachGarethSouthgatehassignedanewcontractthroughtothe
endof2024,theFootballAssociationsaidonMonday.“Itremainsanin-
credibleprivilegetoleadthisteam,”saidSouthgate,whoisoneofEngland's
mostsuccessfulcoachesafter leadingtheteamtotheWorldCupsemifi-
nals in2018andtheEuropeanChampionshipfinalthisyear. AP

FINISHING IN STYLE

Shahrukh does star turn for TN, hits last-ball six to win Mushtaq Ali title

MShahrukhKhanhita last-ball six to leadTamilNadupastKarnataka intheSyed
MushtaqAli final inNewDelhionMonday. TNCA

Whatwasthemessageyougotwhenyou
re-joinedtheteamin2017?
IrememberwhenIcameonboardin2017,

ViratKohliandRaviShastrisaidweneedtocre-
ate aTest force. Todo so,whatdowehave to
do?Take20wickets, play fivebowlers in any
conditions.Ihadalreadyobservedthebowlers
inmyfirstshortstint in2014,andknewwhat
was needed.We lacked the consistency re-
quiredat that level tobecomeaTest force all
over theworld. Kohli and Shastriwere clear
thatratherthantheextrabatsman,weshallgo
with theextrabowler. I rememberKohli say-
ing,“letus,thebatsmen,taketheloadabit.We
areallgood,surelythesixofusareenoughto
dothejobandwecanunleashthebowlers”.

Whatwasyourcoachingandbowling
philosophy?
Mymainaimwastogetthebowlersoutof

their comfort zone and try out stuff. It was
aboutempowerment.Everybowlerneeds to
beawareaboutwhatheisdoing.It’snotabout
reinventingthegameortalkingtoomuchtech-
nique, it’s in thebackground.Youbuildarap-
port,mutual trust, you playfully challenge
themorbestrictattimes.Ultimately,it’sabout
‘I amyourbigbrother, Iwill support youand
bewith you all the time, but Iwill challenge
you. Imight irritate youbut it’s for yourown
good.’
Let’smoveontothe largerstrategiesyour

teamemployed.Likethatmiddle-stump,occa-
sionallyevenmiddle-and-leginAustralia.
Ravi Shastri’s idea. For the likes of Steve

Smith andMarnus Labuchagne’s ability to
scoreontheoff-side.IrememberShastrisaid,
“Let’s take theoff-sideout of the equation!”.
Thecaptainhadtobuyintothatplanfirst.Kohli
heardus out patiently, thought about it and
washooked.Oncehedidthat,thebowlersalso
didasitactuallysuitedmostofourbowlers.
Youweren’tjustabowlingcoach,butalong

withShastri,youplayedalargerrole.Let’stalk
aboutthepost-36alloutinAdelaide.
Itwaseasy tohelpShastri.Wehavehada

relationshipforyearsandwesharedthesame
committeddedication. Iwouldbehissound-
ingboard,hewouldbemine.Heknewtheim-
portance of temperament and attitude. I re-
memberhesaidafterthatAdelaideloss:“What
now?Arewegoingtoshyawayandfold?The
Australianswouldexpectustobegone,expect
ustocrumbleandsurrender.Let’swearthis36
all out as abadge andgoout there. This is an
opportunitytocomebackfromthedead.”Just
not Shastri orme, but Iwould say the entire
support staff was instrumental in lifting the
moraleof theteam.Tomakethemthinkthey
can comeback. Because inourminds, itwas
simple:wearen’t such abad teamtobeget-
tingoutfor36.Wedidn’tpanicimmediately.I
rememberplayingdumbcharades and stuff
like that. No harshwords from anyone. As
Shastriwouldsayoften,“it’snotwhatyouac-
complishbutit’swhatyouovercome”.

LiketheAustraliantour’slineofattack,
whatotheractionplansgiveyou
satisfactionasabowlingcoach?
Even on the previous tour of Australia

wherewewon,we bowled a lot fuller than
what Australians did to us. Therewas some
helpfromthewicketandourbowlersaregood
atmoving the ball. To do it, we had to get it
fuller.EvenontherecenttourofEngland,our
bowlersmovedtheballatLord’s,andatLeeds
when even the English bowlers didn’t get
muchmovement, our bowlersdid. It’s about
empowerment andbowlers bynowunder-
stoodwhatwasneeded. InSouthAfrica,dur-
ing the JohannesburgTest, the lengthsof the

two teamsweredifferent. Becauseofmove-
ment on offer, SouthAfricans bowled a tad
shorter.Butwestillwentfurtherupanditwas
rewarded.

YouwatchedtheShastri-Kohli
partnershipfromclosequarters.Much
hasbeensaidaboutthem.Howdidyou
seeKohli?
Virat Kohli is the best thing to havehap-

penedtoTestcricket.TheIndianteam,whatit
istodayasaTest-playingnation,alotofcredit
must go to Kohli and Shastri. No twoways
about it. This didn’t happenovernight. I have
seenandbeenpartofcountlesschatsbetween
themwheretheywouldplanhowtobecome
TestNo.1.
Virat is a very aggressive captain and just

like any other batting or bowling ability, his

captaincyalso improvedeveryyear fromthe
confidenceofdoingwell.Wehavemademis-
takes,learntfromthem,andovertheyears,his
captaincyhasreallyimproved.Theaggression,
energyand theambition tobe thebest team
intheworldwasawonderfulcombination. If
hedidn’thavethat thought, thatdesiretoex-
cel,wewouldn’thavebeenwhereweare to-
day.

WordonwhatvaluesShastribroughtto
thetable?
Fearlessness and honesty. During his

tenure, there was absolutely no agenda.
The decisions might have been right or
wrong, that is irrelevant, but they came
fromtherightplace,purely thinkingabout
team values and what we stood for as a
team.Honestyencompassescriticism,self-

introspection. Itwas intellingtheteamthat
'accept that we messed up'. It helped us
evolve the team.
Therewereacoupleofpotentiallydelicate

moments in the tenure.WhenKohli became
captain, Dhoniwas still around.What did
ShastritellKohli?
Ravitoldtheimportanceofhavingasenior

member likeDhoni in the team. Itwasabout
givingalotof respectandhewoulddefinitely
helphim.Kohliunderstoodthat,ofcourse,and
itwasaseamlesstransition.Youcouldseethe
respectinthewayKohliwouldoftenletDhoni
handlelittledetailsandprowlontheboundary
inODIs. That kindof stuff couldn’t havehap-
penedwithout trust and respect. AndDhoni
alsosawhewasgiventhespaceandresponded
sowell.

Thesecondwasrecentlywiththerisein
RohitSharma’sstocks.Howdidthatplay
out?
Therewasa stormthatwasbuiltup from

outside the team. These two (Kohli and
Sharma)havealotofhealthyrespectforeach
otherandtherehasbeenaconstantdialogue
goingon.Forustodowell,ateamneedstobe
ingoodharmonytoachieve.Anditwas.

And,what’syourtakeonRahulDravid?
AndthenewbowlingcoachParas
Mhambrey?
Dravidhasbeen fabulous and is the right

man to take over fromShastri. And Paras is
goodandhasagreatworkingrelationshipwith
Dravid. I am sure theywill do a great job. I
wouldalwaysbeavailableincasehewantsto
pickmymindonsomething.

Finally,playerstakestumps,balls,and
stuffasmemorabilia.Whatsouvenirsdo
youhavefromthistenure?
Autographed shirts. As abowling coach, I

shouldhavepulledmyweightandgrabbeda
few balls! (Laughs) But I didn’t. Shirts and
happymemoriesof all thebowlersandplay-
ersdoingsowell.WhatmorecanIask?

MOHAMMEDSHAMI
‘FINDINGOPTIMALRUNNINGSPEED’
HE IS a rhythmbowler and itwas clear that
his entire bowling depends on the kind of
run-uphegenerates.Itwasn’taboutjustrun-
ninginfast.Youruninfastenoughsothatyou
areabsolutelybalancedatthemomentofde-
liveryat thecrease. Itwas findingwhat’s the
optimalrunningspeed.Weexplainedtheim-
portanceof this to Shami. This can’t happen
ifhedoesn’ttrustandiswillingtodothehard

work. Hewas. Therewere peoplewho had
toldhim-‘don’tchangeanything,workwith
what got you here’ -which is sound advice,
ofcourse,butwhereisthegrowthunlessyou
try?Hehasoneof thebestseampositionsin
theworld.With suchagreat natural release
positionwhere the seam isupright through
theair,hegetsmoremovementoffthewicket
than in theairwhichmakeshimdangerous.
The batsmen have less time and they don’t
knowwhichwayit’sgoingtomove.

Bharat, Ek Khoj
FromchangingShami’s run-up, giving feedback toBumrah, listening toAshwin;
BharatArun talksabout theone-on-one sessions that changed India’s bowlingunit

ISHANTSHARMA
‘HISBOWLINGNEEDEDASMALLTWEAK’
HEWASN’T making the batsmen play as
muchaspossible. Itwas justasmall tweak–
the angle at which he approached the
stumps. It primarily came from theway he
heldtheball. Ifyousee,thewayhisfingerssit
ontheballisdifferentfrommostseamers.He
had it at an angle, slanted, dictated by his
wrist position. Thatwouldmake himpush
theballaway(fromtheright-hander)before
his natural in-dipperswould get the ball in.
Buthewouldenduppushingitabittooout-
sideoff-stump.Hewasreleasingfromcloseto
the stumps. So, wemade himdeliver from
thecentreoftheboxwhichgavehimabetter
angleforhisin-dippers,whichmadethebats-
menplayhimalotmore.

KULDEEPYADAV
‘HENEEDSMOREVIGOURTHROUGHTHE
CREASE’
HISPEAKhasn’t come inmy tenure, yes, but
thekindofworkwehaveputandimportantly
heisputting,meansheisontherightpath.He
isyoung(26),andthefutureisstilloutthere.All
Iwantfromhimistogetmorevigourthrough
the crease.Getting that vigour is a combina-
tionofworkingmoreonthebowlingandget-
tingfitter.Vigourdoesn’tmeanfiringitquicker.
Onceyouget that vigour through the crease,
thebody comes fully into the action, youget
morefizz.Remembertheballhebowledinthe
2019WorldCuptodismissBabarAzam?Ithad
everything.Aspinnerreallymatureswhenhe
is27-28andifhemaintains fitnessafter that,
hehas10yearsofacareer.

JASPRITBUMRAH
‘ALWAYSTRYINGNEWTHINGS’

HEWANTEDtoexcel in
Test cricket: that was
his dream. Boom was
always willing to try
out different things in
nets.Myjobwastogive
the right feedback. He
isextremely intelligent

and a very quick learner. He naturally
wanted to know why certain things are
happeningwiththeball-myjobwastoem-
power that knowledge. He learnt how to
adjust to different lengths on different
pitches. We would talk during sessions,
breaks, and Iknewwithhimthat itwould-
n’tbeoverburdeninghimatall.Heissome-
onewho likes tohave that knowledge.

RAVINDRAJADEJA
‘HEISABOON’
JADEJA ISaboonto India. Sincethe2018tour
of England, he hasmatured beautifully as a
batsman.His bowlinghas a lovely rhythm, a
bankerbowlernow,andif thereisalittlehelp
onthewicket,heisverydangerous.Andweall
knowwhatenergyhebringsontothefield.A
beautifulpackage,onthewhole.

MOHAMMEDSIRAJ
'LINEANDLENGTHISASSET"
IWAS extremely happy to see him dowell
as I knew the kind of hunger he hadwhen
playing for Hyderabad. His passion is quite
something. The biggest asset is line and
length. You tell him the plan, give him the
length tobowlonaparticular pitch and the
lineandyoucanrestassuredthathewilldo
it ball after ball.He lookedas if hebelonged
there even in his first Test. Good enough to
winmatches.

‘During Shastri’s tenure, there was no agenda,
decisions were made thinking about team’

India’s successful runundercoachRaviShastri andcaptainViratKohli, especially inTestmatches,
wouldn’thavebeenpossiblewithoutBharatArun,whomadethe Indianbowlingsomethingtobe feared
andenvied.SriramVeera talks to the former Indiabowlingcoach,who looksback fondlyathis tenure.

RASHWIN
‘NOTAFRAIDTOCOMEOUTOFCOMFORTZONE’
THEBEST thingaboutAshwin is, he isn’t afraid to comeoutof his
comfort zoneat all. InAustralia this time, he loadedup in front of
theface,almost.Ithelpedhimstayuprightandgeneratemoreover-
spin.Hewoulddo little things: lean forward at release,weight in
front,whenhewants to bowl slowerwithoutmaking it obvious
with his arm-speed.Hewould arch back after loadingwhenhe
wantedmoredipandturn.

Former IndiancoachRaviShastrialongwithbowlingcoachBharatArun. BCCI

HOWSHAMI ANDASHWINGOTOVER THEIRDISILLUSIONMENT

‘ANGERISTHEBESTTHINGTHATHAP-
PENEDTOSHAMI’
SHAMIWAS totallydisillusioned.Hewas
onthevergeofgivingupthegame.When
Ravi and I sat downwithhim, he saidhe
was“extremelyangrywithlife”and“Iwant
togiveitup”.Wesaid,“It’sgoodthatyouare
angry.Angeristhebestthingthathashap-
penedtoyou.”Helookedatusquizzically.
Wetoldhim,“Youareafastbowler;anger
isn’t bad! Let’s get thebitterness outof it.
Lifehasturnedyouintoaveryangryman,
butwhatareyougoingtodonow?Youcan
quit,that’syourchoicebutyoucanalsotell
yourself that I amangry, howdo I chan-
neliseit?”Wetoldhim,“Focusonyourbody,
fitness.GoforonemonthtoNCA(National
CricketAcademy)andbeatyourbodyinto
shape.Takeout theanger there.”Hewent
andworked likeamanicbull, I hear, and I
rememberhimtellingme, “I havegained
strength,Icantakeontheworld!”.

“ASHWIN’S INJURYWAS A BLESS-
ING INDISGUISE”
IN2018,near theendandafter that tour
of England, Ashwin was quite disillu-
sioned. His body, fitness prevented him
from achieving what he could.
Remember,hehadstartedbeautifully in
the first Test at Birmingham. Then his
bodycameintheway.Icouldunderstand
his frustration. The injuries that didn’t
help him finish his action.Maybe, what
happened to him thenwas a blessing in
disguise as right nowhe has taken care
ofhisdiet,hisexerciseregimenandisthe
fittest he has ever been. The knowledge
andexperiencethathehasacquiredisall
kickinginbeautifully.Notasurprisethen
that he has forced his way back into
white-ball cricket also. I would go as far
assayingyouwouldseethebestperiodof
Ashwininthefuture.Everythingissync-
ing reallynicely.

New Delhi
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