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India reaches
out, leaders
of Bimstec
could attend
R-Day 2022

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

EFFORTS ARE on to have leaders
of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (Bimstec)
countries in New Delhi for the
Republic Day celebrations next
year, it is learnt.

Besides India, the seven-na-
tion subregional grouping in-
cludes Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, Nepal, and
Bhutan. Leaders of Bimstec at-
tended Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's swearing-in at the begin-
ning of his second term in May
2019, but there have been
changes of leadership in some of
these countries since then.

Sources told The Indian
Express that South Block is in
close touch with the leaders of
these countries and their offices
for confirmation of their avail-
ability. Feelers have been sent
through the “appropriate

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Irresponsible nations tweaking sea
rules for own benefit, says Rajnath

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 21

IN AN apparent reference to
China, Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh Sunday said that
“some irresponsible nations” are
coming up with “new and inap-
propriate interpretations” of the
UN Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) due to “hege-
monic tendencies”, and that this
was creating obstacles to a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The Defence Minister spoke at commissioning of indigenous
destroyer INS Visakhapatnam in Mumbai Sunday. Pradip Das

Centre, states work to link migrant
worker database to job-match portal

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

WITH OVER 8.43 crore informal
sector workers having registered
with their Aadhaar numbers on
the e-Shram portal, the Centre is
in touch with states to ensure
convergence of social security
schemes for them and help
match them with employment
opportunities.

TRIPURA AGAIN: POLICE ARREST TMC LEADER
Attempt to murder charge

for ‘disturbing’ Biplab rally

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,NOVEMBER 21

TRIPURA POLICE Sunday arrested
Trinamool Congress leader and
actor Sayani Ghosh on several
charges including attempt to
murder, for allegedly “disturbing”
a municipal poll rally of Chief
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb in

L Y ! Sayani
] b “| Ghoshtobe
| producedin
court today,
say police

Agartala the previous night.
A senior police officer said
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Lessons
fromthe
@ pandemic

EXPLAINED

The distress of the Covid-
19 pandemic brought
home the need to have a
database of migrant
workers and others in
the unorganised sector.
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‘Punjab is a liberal
society..We are a
regional party. Tam
looking at what we
can do for the state’

AMARINDER SINGH
FORMER PUNJABCM
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To this effect, the worker
database will be linked with
Unnati, the proposed labour-
matching platform. Also, when
the 38-crore registration target
is achieved, officials said, it will
provide an insight into the num-
ber of migrant workers and even
those who were earlier regis-
tered with the organised sector.

“Initially, the registration
process on the e-Shram portal

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath in Lucknow on Sunday. Modi addressed the

DGPs and IGPs conference in the city. ANI

REPORT PAGE 7

In Rajasthan reshuffle, Cong eyes
2023 state polls; Pilot says all well

HAMZA KHAN
& DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 21

FIFTEEN NEW ministers took
oath Sunday at Raj Bhawan in
Jaipur and the Congress party’s
message throughout the day
was to put up a united front and
keep the house in order in the

CM Gehlot, Governor Mishra
with some of the new mini-
sters on Sunday. Rohit Jain Paras

run-up to the 2023 Assembly
elections in the state. The new
faces in the Rajasthan Council of
Ministers include four Dalits,
three tribals, and three women,
one among whom is from the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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NEXT MEETING ON NOV 27

Sack MeS, make
MSP legal right:

farmers

put six

demands to PM

Cabinet likely to take up repeal laws
Wednesday, but protests to continue

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

EVEN AS the Centre began set-
ting the stage for the Union
Cabinet to approve on Wed-
nesday the draft of Bills needed
to repeal the three agricultural
laws, the farm unions wrote an
open letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi listing their re-
maining demands, especially a
legal mandate for MSP, and said
they would continue to protest
until all issues were resolved.
“The Cabinet is likely to take
up on Wednesday the with-
drawal of the three farm laws for
approval. The Bills for withdrawal
of the laws shall then be intro-
duced in the forthcoming
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Parliament session,” sources said.
Meanwhile, Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM) held a press
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Farmer leader Balbir Singh Rajewal (centre) addresses
reporters at Delhi’s Singhu border on Sunday. Gajendra Yadav
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Farmers

conference at the protest site at
Delhi’s Singhu border, and said
thatfarm unions would continue
withvarious protest events as per
schedule, and that a key meeting
would be held on November 27.

The SKM has called for ama-
hapanchayat on Monday in
Lucknow where several farm
leaders, including Rakesh Tikait,
will be present. “The next meet-
ing will take place on November
27 to review developments, if
any,” the SKM said. The meeting
will chart further course of action,
leaders said. The unions will also
celebrate Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Diwas to mark Sir
Chhotu Ram’s birth anniversary
on November 24, farm leaders
said. Twodays later, they will hold
a ‘Dilli Border Morche Par Chalo’
with tractorrallies across states to
mark one year since the first set
of farmers arrived from Punjab
and Haryana at Singhu. From
November 29, the SKM plans to
send a set of 500 protesters each
day to Parliament on tractors to
protest during the Winter Session.

“We have written anopen let-
ter to the Prime Minister. We will
emphasise on several issues, in-
cluding a legal mandate for MSP.
The details of the committee be-
ing formed on MSP have beendis-
cussed in the letter. The Electricity
Amendment Bill is a key point in
the letter. The Lakhimpur Kheri
incident and our demands of ac-
tion against the Union Minister
(MoS Ajay Mishra) have been
mentioned as well,” said Balbir
Singh Rajewal of BKU Rajewal.

In the letter, released late
Sunday, the SKM stated that they
were “disappointed” due to lack
of “concrete” announcements on
their remaining demands. It also
sought a memorial for the “more
than 700 farmers” who had died
during the protests.

The letter sought the imme-
diate withdrawal of action against
farm protesters who “have been
implicated in hundreds of cases
during this movement (June 2020
till date) in Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Uttar Pradesh and
several other states”.

“We noted that after 11
rounds of talks, you chose the
path of unilateral declaration
rather than a bilateral solution;
nonetheless, we are glad that you
have announced the decision to
withdraw all three farm laws. We
welcome thisannouncementand
hope that your Government will
fulfill this promise at the earliest
and in full,” said the letter.

Raising their key demand on
MSP, the SKM’s letter said:
“Minimum Support Price based
on the comprehensive cost of pro-
duction (C2+50%) should be
made a legal entitlement of all
farmers for all agricultural pro-
duce, so that every farmer of the

country can be guaranteed at
least the MSP announced by the
government for their entire crop.”

On the Lakhimpur Kheri inci-
dent in UP on October 3, when
four protesters were killed after
being hit by a convoy of three ve-
hicles, including one owned by
MoS Mishra, the letter said:

“Ajay Mishra Teni, the master-
mind of Lakhimpur Kheri murder
caseand accused of section 120B,
isstill roaming freely and remains
a Minister in your cabinet. He is
also sharing the stage with you
and other senior ministers. He
should be sacked and arrested.”

“During this movement, so far
about 700 farmers have given
their lives to the cause, as their
supreme sacrifice. There should
be compensation and rehabilita-
tion support for their families. To
build a martyrs’ memorial in the
memory of the martyr farmers,
land should be given at Singhu
Border,” it said.

“Prime Minister, you have ap-
pealed to the farmers that now
we should go back home. We
want toassure you that we are not
fond of sitting on the streets. We
too desire that after resolving
these otherissues as soon as pos-
sible, we return to our homes,
families and farming. If you want
the same, then the government
should immediately resume talks
with the Samyukta Kisan Morcha
onthe..sixissues,” the letter said.

Rajnath Singh
stable maritime order based on
rules. Speaking at the commis-
sioning ceremony of INS Visakha-
patnam, a P15B stealth guided
missile destroyer, Rajnath said ter-
ritorial waters, exclusive eco-
nomic zones,and the principle of
“good order at sea” have been set
forth in UNCLOS, which was
adopted in 1982.

“Some irresponsible nations,
for the sake of their narrow parti-
saninterests, keep on giving new
and inappropriate interpretations
to these international laws from
hegemonic tendencies,” he said.

“The arbitrary interpretations
create obstacles in the path of a
rule-based maritime order. We
envision a rule-based Indo-
Pacific, with freedom of naviga-
tion, free trade, and universal val-
ues, in which the interests of all
the participating countries are
protected,” he said.

UNCLOS is the legal frame-
work applicable to activities on
the oceans, including countering
illicitactivities at sea. The Defence
Minister’s remarks are being seen
as a reference to China’s aggres-
sive moves in the South China Sea.

Rajnathalso praised the Navy
for taking forward Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of SAGAR
(Security and Growth for Allinthe
Region),and said India’s interests
were directly linked with the
Indian Ocean, and the region was

crucial for the world economy.
“Challenges such as piracy,
terrorism, illegal smuggling of
arms and narcotics, human traf-
ficking, illegal fishing, and dam-
age to the environment are
equally responsible for affecting
the maritime domain. Therefore,
the role of the Indian Navy be-
comes very important in the en-
tire Indo-Pacific region,” he said.
Referring to INS Visakha-
patnam as a reminder of India’s
maritime power, shipbuilding
skills, and history, Rajnath de-
scribed the state-of-the-art ship,
equipped with the latest systems
and weapons, as one of the most
technologically advanced guided
missile destroyers in the world.

Job-match portal

included a question about whe-
theraworker is a migrant worker,
but the question was subse-
quently done away with. When
the registration process reaches
its final stage, data will be analy-
sed to mark the difference be-
tween home address and work
address. If the work address is
outside the hometown — that will
determine the category of mi-
grant workers,” an official said.

This database is also going to
be linked to Unnati for blue-col-
larand grey-collar jobs. Bothem-
ployers and workers will be able
to access this, said an official.
“Initial discussions have hap-
pened, and work related to link-
ing the database of the e-Shram
portal with the Unnati portal will
begin in 6-8 weeks,” he said.

About400 occupational cate-
gories have been added on the
portal. “Say, for example,a munic-
ipality wants to engage masons
orany other workers, they can use
the database to identify and hire
such workers for local projects,”
the official said.

The database will be analysed
to check for workers who have
had any prior registration with
the formal sector through the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) since both
registrations have acommon for-
mat of a 12-digit identification
number, Universal Account
Number (UAN), officials said.

There is a growing discussion
within the government that there
has tobe a universalisation of so-
cial security,and schemes have to
be tailored according to categories
of organised and unorganised
workers and those who move be-
tween these two categories.

“Discussions are being held
with states for better convergence
of schemes at the state and
Centrallevels. Thereis going tobe
a proper database of Aadhaar-
seeded identification of workers,
which will help in better stream-
lining of benefits. This may be a
slow process but will be a positive
process,” another senior Labour
Ministry official said.

CANGELLATION OF TRAINS

It is notified for the information of all concerned that due to
operational reasons, following trains will remain cancelled as
per details given below :-

CANCELLATION OF TRAINS

Train No. & Name (fro?na:ﬁe(gr%?:;ﬂ;a;it:tli]on)
12651 Madurai Jn. - Hazrat Nizamuddin Superfast Express 21.11.2021
12652 Hazrat Nizamuddin - Madurai Jn. Superfast Express 23.11.2021
12645 Ernakulam Jn. - Hazrat Nizamuddin Millennium Express 20.11.2021
12646 Hazrat Nizamuddin - Ernakulam Jn. Millennium Express 23.11.2021
12615 Chennai Central - New Delhi Grandtrunk Express 20.11.2021
12616 New Delhi - Chennai Central Grandtrunk Express 22.11.2021
12621 Chennai Central - New Delhi Superfast Express 20.11.2021
12622 New Delhi - Chennai Central Superfast Express 22.11.2021
12512 Kochuveli - Gorakhpur Raptisagar Express 21.11.2021

For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table of stations enroute and
composition etc., passengers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139
orvisit Indian Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19, may please be followed in the trains

and at the Railway stations. All other precautions associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

Visit RailMadad Website :-

www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in Download RailMadad app.

RailMadad
Helpline No.

Please join
us on

-t E]

2699/2021

139

[

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Azadiy,
Amrit Mahotsav

Y Your Convenience - Our Concern

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

The government has already
announced linking accidental in-
surance with registration on the
e-Shram portal. If a registered
worker meets with an accident,
he/she will be eligible for Rs 2 lakh
ondeathor permanent disability
and Rs 1lakh on partial disability.

The e-Shram portal will pro-
vide insight for the first time into
unorganised sector workers in-
cluding migrant workers, gig
workers, agricultural workers, an-
ganwadiworkers, street vendors,
domestic workers among others.
Asofnow, suchadatabaseis avail-
able mainly only for organised
workers through the registered
workers under EPFO.

R-Day 2022

channels”, the sources said —and
the guest list for Republic Day will
be announced once the confirma-
tions are received.

As per protocol, the letter of
invitation goes out only after the
availability of the foreign leader
has been confirmed.

Extending an invitation to be
the chief guest at the Republic Day
parade carries great symbolicim-
portance from the perspective of
the Indian government. New
Delhi’s choice of chief guest every
year is dictated by a number of
reasons — strategic and diplo-
matic concerns, business inter-
ests,and international geopolitics.

India is hoping that Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina of
Bangladesh, Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksaor his brother,
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, of
Sri Lanka, Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba of Nepal, Prime
Minister Lotay Tshering of
Bhutan, Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha of Thailand, and the
Chairman of Myanmar’s State
Administration Council, General
Min Aung Hlaing, will attend the
Republic Day celebrations.

This will be the first opportu-
nity for the Indian leadership to
engage directly with Gen Min
Aung Hlaing, who seized power
in February this year. In 2019, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, and Myanmar had
differentleaders.Bangladesh had
sent President Mohammed
Abdul Hamid in 2019.

The sources cautioned, how-
ever, that with the Covid-19 pan-
demic notyet over,an element of
uncertainty remains, and thereis
a possibility of last-minute can-
cellations of plans.

New Delhi’s engagement
with Bimstecrose from the ashes
of the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (Saarc). In
October 2016, following the ter-
ror attack in Uri the previous
month, India pushed to rejuve-
nate the grouping that had then
existed for almost two decades,
but had been largely ignored.
Alongside the BRICS summit in
Goa, Modi hosted an outreach
summit with Bimstec leaders.

That year, some Bimstec
countries supported New Delhi’s
call for aboycott of the Saarc sum-
mit scheduled in Islamabad in
November 2016.The summitwas
postponed, and India claimed vic-
tory in isolating Pakistan, having
accused that country of carrying
out the Uri attack.

Bimstec offered a regional
platform at which five of the eight
member states of Saarc could
gather todiscuss sub-regional co-
operation. India had long felt that
the vast potential of Saarc was be-
ingunderutilised, and opportuni-
tieswere beinglost due to the lack
of response and/or the obstruc-
tionist approach from Pakistan.

India’s search for an alterna-
tive to Saarc had been evident at
the 2014 Saarc summit in Kath-
mandu, where Modi had said op-
portunities must be realised
“through SAARC or outside it”,
and “among us all or some of us”.
That was a signal to Pakistan, as
well as other Saarc states.

Two years after the BRICS-
Bimstecoutreach summitand the
Bimstec leaders’ retreat, the
fourth Bimstec summit was held
in Kathmandu in September
2018. It was only the fourth sum-
mit of the grouping in 21 years,
but the outcome was considered
comprehensive — covering
ground from the blue economy to
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EXPRESS

Game Time: Rafiq’s racism
allegations, and Shuai’s
sexual assault claims

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Discussing the allegations of racism leveled
by the former Yorkshire cricketer Azeem
Rafiq, and the disappearance of Chinese

tennis star Peng Shuai

counter-terrorism.

The Bay of Bengal, a funnel to
the Malacca straits, has emerged
asakey theatre foranincreasingly
assertive China, which is keen to
ensure its access to the Indian
Ocean remains unimpeded.
Beijing has undertaken amassive
drive to finance and develop in-
frastructure in South and
Southeast Asia through the Belt
and Road Initiative in almost all
Bimstec countries, except India
and Bhutan.

Tripura arrest
Ghosh had “challenged” the gath-
ering at the BJP street corner
meeting in the Ashram Chow-
muhani area by “shouting Khela
Hobe(the gameison)”, the popu-
lar Trinamool Congress slogan
during the West Bengal elections
earlier thisyear. The other charges
against Ghosh, who was booked
in an FIR registered at the East
Agartala Police Station, include
that of criminal conspiracy.
Slamming the police action, TMC
leaders termed the charges as
“baseless” and alleged that the ar-
rest was aimed at “disrupting
Trinamool general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee’s rally here to-
morrow (Monday)”.

A delegation of over 15 TMC
MPs have soughtanappointment
with Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on the “Tripura brutality”,
and will hold a dharna in Delhi
from Monday, the party said.

The TMC alleged that a group
of party leaders and activists, who
had gathered outside the police
station where Ghosh was being
questioned before her arrest,
were attacked by BJP workers.

Speaking on Ghosh'’s arrest,
West Tripura Additional SP
Jagadish Reddy said: “We re-
ceived a complaint and sum-
moned her forinterrogation. After
recording the statements of wit-
nesses, we have found evidence
thatshe had involvementin con-
nection with the case registered
under IPC sections 153 (provoca-
tion with intent to cause a riot),
153A (promoting enmity on
grounds of religion, race, etc), 307
(attempt to murder), 120B(crim-
inal conspiracy). So, we have ar-
rested her. We shall produce her
before the court tomorrow.”

Officials said they had “pre-
liminary evidence” for the char-
gesagainst Ghosh butdid not pro-
vide details. Four other people,
including the driver, were present
in the vehicle along with Ghosh
last evening, an official said.

Ghosh’s counsel Shankar
Lodh said that “someone” at the
Chief Minister’s poll meeting
venue said ‘Khela Hobe’ and that
Ghosh had responded with the
same slogan. “It’s a political slo-
gan and it can’t be unconstitu-
tional,” Lodh said.

According to the counsel, the
complaint was filed by one
Biswajit Debnath, who alleged
that Ghosh and her associates
moved towards Deb’s poll rally,
shouted expletives and pelted
stones, which posed a threat to
the Chief Minister’s security.

When asked, the police said
the complainant’s political affilia-
tions were not known.

TMC Rajya Sabha MP
Sushmita Dev said police reached
the hotel where Ghosh was stay-
ing on Saturday night, and asked

her to report for questioning,
which she did Sunday. “This en-
tire case is concocted. We shall
legally fight it,” Dev said.

West Bengal TMC general sec-
retary Kunal Ghosh described the
allegations as “baseless”. “Sayani
is a known face. Spotting herin a
car, someone said ‘didi, khela
hobe'.(Sister, the gameis on). She
said ‘hyan, khela hobe’ (Yes, the
game is on). This can’t be the
ground for a case and arrest. She
was arrested in an ugly manner
and now the police aren’t produc-
ingherin court. Sowe can'tmove
for bail,” Kunal Ghosh said.

According to the police, two
persons were injured inan attack
by “miscreants” on people out-
side the police station. Additional
SPReddy said that a suo motu FIR
would be lodged on the incident.
“As soon these people are identi-
fied, we shall take properaction,”
the official said.

TMC national general secre-
tary Abhishek Banerjee posted a
video of the attack at the police
station on Twitter. “Biplab Deb
has become so unabashedly
brazen that now even Supreme
Courtorders don’t seem to bother
him. He has repeatedly sent
goons to attack our supporters
and our female candidates in-
stead of ensuring their safety.
Democracy being mocked under
BJP,” he posted.

Reacting to the allegations,
Tripura BJP spokesperson
Nabendu Bhattacharya said:
“Trinamool Congress isn’t even
our opponent here (in Tripura).
None of our activists attacked
them. These are baseless allega-
tions. The TMCactivists should re-
frain from using unwelcome
words as well.” In a late night
press conference, senior BJP
leader and Law Minister Ratan Lal
Nath said the TMC, CPI(M) and
Congress were “hand in glove” in
a “shadow alliance” to “malign
Tripura and its government”.

On Ghosh'sarrest, Nath claim-
ed that she made “provocative
and deliberate” comments dur-
ing the Chief Minister’s poll rally.
He claimed that “hired hooligans
and criminals” were being
brought from Bengal to Tripura.

“We shall face these conspira-
cies in a disciplined manner and
witha cool head,” he said.

(WITHENS, KOLKATA)

Rajasthan

minority community. Earlier in
the day, former Deputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot, who had led
arebellion 16 months back, was
at pains toemphasise there were
“nofactions” and pointed out that
the party reached the halfway
mark by collectively contesting
the 2018 polls. State in-charge
Ajay Maken too said with the
reshuffle, party workers should
now aimto break the “tradition of
the last few decades in 2023 and
get the Congress re-elected”.

On his part, Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot said, “The public
should know that the Congress
hasresolved thatit will repeat the
government... If we give good gov-
ernance, the government will be
elected once again.”

At a press conference at his
residence, Pilot repeatedly said
there was nodivision or factional-
ismin the party. Striking a recon-
ciliatory tone, with the underly-

New Delhi

ing message that he wished to
move on from mid-2020 when
he had rebelled with 18 other
Congress MLAs, he said, “Raising
this issue (factionalism) every
time in the media..I don’t know
who underlines this issue..The
entire Congress party is working
under the leadership of Sonia
Gandhiji, Rahul Gandhiji and
Priyanka Gandhiji.”

Referring to Sunday newspa-
per reports which said five of his
men had found a place in the 15,
Pilot said, “Aaj main subah akhbaar
padh raha tha ki iss gut ka do, iss
gut ka paanch, uss gut ka pandrah
(Today’s morning newspaper said
two of this faction, five of this fac-
tion, 15 of that faction)... During
the 2018 elections, whenIwas the
state president of the Congress
party,all of us had collectively dis-
tributed tickets, contested elec-
tions, helped each other, and from
the figure of 20-21 (MLAs in
2013), we reached the halfway
mark and touched the figure of
100 (MLAs in 2018) and our gov-
ernment came into power.”

Atatilak ceremony for 15 min-
isters at the party’s state office be-
fore they headed to Raj Bhawan,
Maken and Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot too focused on 2023 polls.
To achieve this with multiple
power centres in the state, the
party high command has appar-
ently decided toappease and “ad-
just” as many MLAs as possible
somewhere in the government.
This may lead to another set of
resignations and areshufflein the
middle of next year, sources say.

Days ago, the party’s Gujarat
in-charge Raghu Sharma, Punjab
in-charge Harish Chaudhary,and
state president Govind Singh
Dotasra had resigned as ministers.
The three resignations were ac-
cepted by Governor Kalraj Mishra
late on Saturday. Maken
“thanked” the three for resigning
and said “khud ministry pad ko
thukra ke sangathan ke kaam me
aagey barhey, (they themselves
offered to resign and worked for
the party) we are proud of you.”

A crucial part of the strategy
with two years left for the
Assembly pollsis to take as many
MLAs along as possible, and to
empower them. “When we pre-
pare more for the 2023 elec-
tions...we will try that some
(among the ministers) who want
to work for the organisation work
forit so that we can give more op-
portunities to new people as min-
isters,” he said.

Maken emphasised that the
party “remembers” when some-
one does “tyaag aurtapasya (sac-
rifice and penance)” for the party
and cited himself as a “living ex-
ample”. He said he was a cabinet
minister in the Manmohan Singh
government when “I was asked
by the Congress president to work
for the party.Ileft the cabinetand
became ageneral secretary inthe
Congress. The Congress party re-
members who leaves their minis-
terial berth, and other such posi-
tions, and works for the party.”

The party’s decision to take
everyone alongisbest reflected in
the new inductions and what is
expected going ahead: Gehlot will
now have the maximum possible
ministers under him: 29. Later
Sunday evening, six MLAs were
named Advisors to the Chief
Minister. Appointment of about

15 others as Parliamentary
Secretaries is on the anvil. This
alone will cover 51 MLAs. MLAs
still left after these assignments
will be adjusted in Boards and
Corporations. Of the sixwhowere
made advisors, three are from
Congress and the remaining three
are independents.

Gehlot said that “Those who
couldn’t become ministers, their
role hasn’t been any less in the
government.” In a nod to those
who supported his government
during its worst ever crisis, he
said, “When we were in crisis, we
worked, koi kaminahirakhi. They
stayed with us for 34 days, beitin-
dependents, or those who had
come from the BSP, or those in
Congress.We cannot forget them;
Iam aware of this.” So far, he has
only included former BSP MLA
Rajendrasingh Gudha in his cab-
inet, while independents have
been kept out.

Assuring them, Gehlot said,
“We should welcome the deci-
sion. Those who are left, we will
get them adjusted.” He quoted
Sonia Gandhi as saying at one of
the AICC meetings that “workers
should be patient and those who
have patience get the charge
sooner or later. And I agree.”

And in a bid to pre-emptively
assuage any angry voices within
the Congress party, he indicated
thatit has been not up to him but
the high command todecide who
gets what, “I have been seeing
fromIndiraji's time that Congress
high command decides,and it has
tobe accepted till the bottom. This
is our great strength.”

However, Congress MLA from
Kherwara in Udaipur, Dayaram
Parmar, wrote to the CM on
Sunday stating that “it seems that
one needs to have some special
qualification to become a minis-
ter. Please tell me whatis that spe-
cial qualification? Sothatit canbe
obtained and (one) can try to be-
come a minister in future.”

State president Dotasra
termed the decision by the party
high command as “shaandaarand
Jjaandar (wonderful and power-
ful) for all of us. It is being appre-
ciated everywhere.” While some
within Congress had been appre-
hensive about the fallout within
the party after the reshuffle,
Dotasra chose to say it through
BJP, “The Opposition doesn't have
words, they kept repeating that
when there is a reconstitution,
this government will fall.”

Pilot too said that the induc-
tions will send a “good message”
across the state. “Since there was
no representation of Dalits in our
government for some time, now
not only that has been compen-
sated but in good numbers cabi-
netrank has been given to people
from the Dalit community and
they have been inducted in the
ministry. The sections which al-
ways stood with the Congress
have been given proportionate
representation,” he said.

“We had raised these issues
several times and Iam happy that
the Congress, Sonia Gandhiji, high
command and the state govern-
ment took cognisance of it and
completed whatever shortcom-
ings were there and have sped up
the process towards the direction
we were moving,” he said.

FULLREPORTS ON
www.indianexpress.com



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,NOVEMBER 22,2021

79/2-2097

50 YEARS TOGETHER

GIC Re

Azadi g,
Amrit Mghotsav

celebrates 50 years of service to the nation.

1973

With effect from January 1, 1973,
GIC functioned as an apex body
for supervising and guiding all
general insurers and holding all

1980

GIC reaches out
to spread the

. ) message of
the shares of all the nationalised generagl
insurance companies merged T EVTEREE
with one of the following four: throughout the

Oriental Fire & General country.

Insurance Co. Ltd., Delhi

New India Assurance
Co. Ltd., Bombay

National Insurance
Co. Ltd., Calcutta

United India Fire &
General Insurance
Co. Ltd., Madras

®
9
-

ﬁ |

This pictorial representation of map of India

Ranked

13" among

the Top 50 global
reinsurance groups
by A. M. Best

%)

2020

does not purport to be the political map of India.

Marine Insurer
% ms® Of the Year

1972

1982

’I 974 All India Tariff

introduced for
MG EETEE mgljcr);nce on
insurance business
was nationalised I;;grzuary X 1 990
through an s e ) Bhavishya
Ordinance The four Arogya Scheme
promulgated on subsidiaries of launched on
May 13, 1971. GIC started December 1,
GIC was incorporated functioning as 1990.
as a holding corporate
company on entities from
November 22, 1972. January 1,1974.

1986

Health insurance
policy ‘Mediclaim’
introduced on
November 3, 1986.

Suraksha Building was
made the Registered Head
Office of GIC.

1991

Public Liability Insurance Act,
1991 enacted.

GIC starts writing foreign
inward reinsurance and the
SWIFT division was created.

2000

General Insurance
Corporation of India

e OUr 50 year journey of togetherness and trust -<

On this occasion, we express our gratitude to the Ministry of Finance
(Government of India), IRDAI, investors, business partners, GlCians and
all stakeholders for their continued support.

Founded on 22nd November, 1972, GIC Re has grown to become one of India’s leading
financial institutions. In the last 50 years, GIC Re has been through some exciting and
challenging timesand hasemerged stronger.

During this journey of five decades, GIC Re has earned pride of place as a very successful
globalreinsurerand, true to its motto - 3acwTet If&=fi, has strengthened and supported the
Indianinsuranceindustry.

It has a track record of consistent growth and in FY21, GIC Re earned a Gross Premium of
% 47,014 crore and posted a Net Profit of % 1,920 crore. It has strong fundamentals and, as at
31stMarch 2021, Total Assets stood at X 1,34,661 crore and NetWorth at I 49,643 crore.

GIC Re’s sustained dedication to excellence and success over the years has made the
organization aunique asset to all its stakeholders, and the nation.

Certain characteristics have always been typical of GIC Re, and they remain so today:
Pioneering Spirit - the ability to blaze new trails; and Flexibility — responding and adapting
with agility to new circumstances.

While we look back on the last five decades with a great deal of satisfaction, we honour our
past most sincerely by continually pursuing even greater achievements in the future. And as
these triumphs attract a new generation of professional leaders, GIC Re is poised to scale new
heights of successand glory.

2010

GIC Re begins its
underwriting operations in

reborn as a pure
reinsurance company
in November 2000.

2001

GIC Re receives rating
of A (Excellent) from

2003

GIC Re opens offices
in London, Dubai
and Moscow.

GIC Re sets up
full-fledged Life

2017

GIC Re inaugurates its
International Financial
Services Centre (IFSC)
Insurance office in Gujarat
International Finance
Tec-City (GIFT), Gandhinagar

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

2013

GIC Re jointly promotes
GIC Bhutan Re Limited in
December 2013.

2014

Recognised by

A M Best Company.
bRy |

[
st ol bk

2002

GIC Re appointed as manager
to the Indian Market Terrorism
Risk Insurance Pool.

(Nationalisation) Act (GIBNA)
was amended in 2002 to
transfer the control of the four
subsidiary companies to the
central government.

Crop insurance spun off into a
separate company,
Agricultural Insurance
Corporation of India Ltd.
co-promoted by GIC Re, its
erstwhile subsidiaries and
NABARD.

Forbes 2019 list as

one of Global 2000

* Best Regarded Companies
¢ World's Best Employers

reinsurance
department.

The General Insurance Business

2004

GIC Re receives
rating of AAA for
Claims Paying
Ability from CARE.

2007

GIC Re converts its
Representative
office in Dubai to a
full-fledged
branch.

GIC Re acquires a composite
Reinsurer and establishes its
wholly owned subsidiary in
the South Africa region -
GIC Re South Africa Ltd.

‘ _

2015

India Nuclear Insurance
Pool launched.

2016

GIC Re, India,
Corporate Member
Limited, the wholly
owned subsidiary of
GIC Re in UK was
established.

on April 21,2017.

™ GIC Re shares
are listed on
NSE and BSE
on October
25,2017.

2018

A Lloyd’s Syndicate -

‘GIC Syndicate 1947’ was set up
for transacting business at the
world’s most significant
reinsurance market.

2020

GIC Re started its
full-fledged subsidiary,
GIC Perestrakhovanie LLC.,
in Russia.

2021

7N GICRe

>

) ))_| celebrates
Golden Jubilee.

General Insurance Corporation of India

WA |TRUT ST =T

“Suraksha”, 170, Jamshedji Tata Road, Churchgate,

smee s Mumbai 400020, India. Telephone (Board): +91 22 2286 7000
GIC Re Emaitinfo@gicofindia.com Website: www.gicofindia.com

CIN : L67200MH1972GO0I016133 & IRDAI Registration No: 112

New Delhi
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THE CITY

DU sees over 74,000 admissions
so far; special drlve completed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

WITH FIVE cut-off lists and a
special drive for undergraduate
admissions completed, the Delhi
University has not yet made any
announcement on whether any
subsequent cut-off lists will be
released by the administration.
November 19 was the final
day for candidates to make their
payments and finalise their ad-
missions in the special drive.
Admissions under the special
drive are for those candidates
who had not been admitted to
any of the colleges at the time of

Five cut-off lists have been
released so far. Archive

the release of the special drive
cut-off list. Students admitted to
any particular course or college
under previous cut-off lists at the
time of the release were not eli-

gible for admissions under it.

Till the completion of admis-
sions against the fifth cut-off list,
74,677 admissions had been
completed to the university's
merit-based undergraduate pro-
grammes. The university has not
shared admission numbers from
the special drive.

According to university offi-
cials, they are putting together
admission data from all colleges
to ascertain the number of va-
cant seats in colleges and
courses. If there is a sizable num-
ber of seats available for particu-
lar courses and colleges, another
special drive will begin from
November 23.

POOMPUHAR SHIPPING CORPORATION LIMITED &=

(A Government of Tamilnadu Enterprise)

!v!»zﬁns e

692, Anna Salai, IV" FIoor Nandanam, Chennai - 600 035. CIN : U63090TN1974PLC006596
Ph : 044 - 24330505 24330058 E-mail : pscship@gmail.com

GLOBAL TENDER No.PSC/OPS /P &1/ JM (O) / 2021

Sale of Tender Forms

Tender opening
EMD

Cost of tender form
Value of Tender

Last date for receipt of Tender

RETENDER NOTICE

Rs. 2,000/-

USD 56,400 (Rs.42,00,000)

E-TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are invited from reputed P & | Insurance Clubs / Companies for Class | & Il cover
for Chartered Vessels for the period 31.12. 2021 noonto 31.12.2022 noon

22.11.2021to 14.12.2021

1500 Hrs on 14.12.2021

1530 Hrson 14.12.2021

Rs.50,000/- Indian Company / Firm

USD 700 Foreign Company/Firm

Prospective bidders are advised to refer our website www.tamilship.com /
www.tntenders.gov.in for specific transparent details. The conditions / requirement mentioned
in the website shall meet out by the bidders. The advertisement is an invitation for bid only . The
details given in the website are comprehensive.
Further, all communications will be updated through our website only.
DIPR/3408/TENDER/2021

NEW OKHLA INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B. Nagar,(U.P)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-Tender are invited from firms/contractor registered with UPLC Lucknow for the following jobs
against which bids can be uploaded and same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule
mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida Authority’s official
website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com & http://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see
these websites for any changes/ amendments & corrigendum etc.

Chairman and Managing Director

CEngman SLbZ HSHETD AaLBCHMD. Fngmer yfisg FfsHSIb uamLiGUTD.

Sl. JOB No. NAME OF WORK AMOUNT Tender

No. Publication

1 | 05/Advt./(DGM-Jal)/|ADVERTISING RIGHTS ON OVER 38,88,000.00 Second
2021-22 HEAD SIGNAGE BOARDS ON BOT Time

BASIS FOR APERIOD OF 02 YEARS
ON MP-1 ROAD, NOIDA

Which can be uploaded by date 28.11.2021 upto 5.00PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/
downloaded on date 29.11.2021 at 11.00AM.

(R.P. Singh)
DGM, Noida

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

D%
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CANTONMENT BOARD MATHURA |

INVITATION OF E-TENDERS (DUAL BID SYSTEM)

Electronic Bids are invited by Cantonment Board, Mathura for the under mentioned works:

Sl. Estimated Cost | Earnest Money | Tender fee
No Name of Work (Rs.) 2% (Rs.) (Rs.)
1.|Repair and renovation of Cantt fund : :
Building for the Financial Year 2021-22 50.00 lakh 1,00,000/ 1500/
Repair and Renovation of Cantt fund
2. Drains for the Financial Year 2021-22 40.00 lakh 80,000/- 1500/-
Repair and Renovation of misc. public 3 :
3. improvements works including pedestrian 50.00 lakh 1,00,000/ 1500/
paths and paver blocking for the Financial
Year2021-22

No. CBM/TC/2021-22/272
Dated: 20 November, 2021

The interested contractors/firms shall upload all the documents related to above works on the
website http://defproc.gov.in/ w.e.f._starting date 22.11.2021 at 1600 hrs to ending date
18.12.2021 at 1700 hrs. The terms & conditions for the above mentioned work may look up the
ibid website. The above mentioned works is proposed to be done through untied, granted by
15th Finance commission Cost of Tender is shown in NIT.

Cantonment Board, Mathura

Chief Executive Officer

(Abhijeet Bhanawat)

Civil defence
volunteer
arrested for
‘raping’ minor

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

A 20-YEAR-OLD civil defence
volunteer was arrested for al-
legedly kidnapping and raping a
15-year-old girl in Dwarka. The
accused, Abhishek Kumar, was
arrested on Saturday.

Police said the victim told her
parents that while she heading
to her coaching centre on
Wednesday,a man on a bike ap-
proached her. He introduced
himself as a policeman and of-
fered to drop her. When they
reached the centre, he showed
her his photos in police uniform
and promised to help her with
her studies.

Police said on this pretext, the
accused kidnapped the girl and
took her to an isolated park
where he allegedly raped her be-
fore fleeing.

A case was registered on a
complaint by the girl’s parents.

DCP (Dwarka) Shankar
Choudhary said, “We solved the
case in 72 hours. Our team
analysed more than 150 CCTVs
inthe area. In one footage, the ac-
cused was seen on a bike and we
identified him as Kumar.”

CORONAVIRUS
IN THE CAPITAL o

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST 24 HOURS

1,01,782

GOVT, MCD EMPLOYEES TO WORK FROM HOME

Total Vacant

TOTAL CASES HOSPITALBEDS 13,580 | 13411
14,40,666 | icuseos 2802 = 2766
Cases Recoveries | Deaths Tests §
Nov 20 32 32 0 54249 &
Nov21 29 45 0 49139 §
Total 309* 1415262 | 25095 130453225 £

No let-upin pollution, Delhi’s
schools to remain closed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

SCHOOLS IN Delhi will remain
shut, and officials working in
the state government and cor-
porations will continue to work
from home as air quality in the
city remained in the ‘very poor’
range on Sunday.

Construction activities, how-
ever, are expected to resume
from Monday as the order issued
by the state environment de-
partment remained silent on the
status of the earlier ban, which

Online teaching-learning activities will continue. Archive

was in force till Sunday. Only
trucks carrying essential items
will be allowed to enter city lim-
its, said the order.

The Commission for Air
Quality in the National Capital
Region and Adjoining Areas
(CAQM) had ordered closure of
these activities till November 21
inan earlier order.

Following instructions from
the Department of Environment
and Forests owing to the high air
pollution levels in the city, the
Directorate on November 14 had

directed that all schools in the
city be closed till November 20.
On Sunday;, it notified that this
closure will continue to be in
force “till further orders”.
“However, online teaching-
learning activities and examina-
tions for Board classes would be
conducted as per guidelines is-
sued earlier,” the circular states.
The Delhi government had
allowed classes for all students
to begin on November 1 at 50%
capacity after ayear and a half of

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti PHE, Ground Water Division,Sgr.

Gist of e-Tender.

NIT No: -PHE/GWDS 58 of 11/2021, Dated:16-11-2021
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AA Accorded vide Order No. 419/DDCA of 2021, Dated 09-11-2021.
Critical Dates/Information
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For and on behalf of lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, e-tenders are invited in two cover
system from registered Water Well Drillers/Contractors as per the details given in tender document.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,Ashish Surendrakumar Tiwari
S/o Tiwari Surendrakumar
Hajarilal R/o CM-4,1003,
Supertech Capetown Sector-
74,Noida(U.P) have changed
my name to Ashish Tiwari for
all purposes. 0040592734-2

I Bhupesh Kumar S/o Dukh
Bhajan Lal R/0 M-34,Gali No.-
3,New Mahavir Nagar, New
Delhi-18 have changed the
name of my minor son from
Gursimar Singh to Angad
Gulati for all future purposes.

00405927631

0SBl

Digital & Transaction Banking- Products & Operations Department
Corporate Centre, 1st floor, ‘C’ Wing, Mittal Tower, Nariman Point,
Mumbai - 400 021. E-mail: dgmprojects.dtb@sbi.co.in
Website: https:/bank.sbi/, https://www.sbi.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

RFPNo.: SBI/EWLP/RFP/2020-21/001 Dated:20.11.2021
Bids are Invited by State Bank of India from Eligible Bidders for Engagement
of Consultant for Managing the Selection of Loyalty Programme
Manager for Enterprise Wide Loyalty Program of State Bank of India. For
details, please visit procurement news at https://bank.sbi/,
https://www.sbi.co.in, https://etender.sbi/

Commencement of download of RFP: From 19.11.2021 at17:00hrs
Last date and time for submission of bids: 10.12.2021 up to 17:00 hrs
Place: Mumbai Deputy General Manager (Projects)

Date: 22.11.2021 Digital & Transaction Banking- P&O Department

UJVN Limited

H.O.: “UJJWAL’, Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephone: 0135- 2763808 & Fax- 0135- 2763508
CIN No U40101UR2001SGC025866

7

UJVNL

I,Surendrakumar Hazarilal
Tiwari S/o Tiwari Hazarilal
Kamata Prasad R/0 CM-4,1003,
Supertech Capetown Sector-
74,Noida(U.P) have changed
my name to Surendra Kumar
Tiwarifor all purposes.

0040592734-1

I,Ritu Goel W/o0.Naresh Kumar
Goel R/0.51-52, Double-Storey,
NewRajinder Nagar,Central
Delhi-110060 have changed my
name Rita Goel to Ritu Goel for
all Purposes. 0040592743-1

I, narender goswami, s/o
mahabir giri,ro h.No.124 k
block mangol puridelhi
110083,have changed my
name to narender giri.

0040592771-6

I hitherto known as Vir L Saran
alias Veer Lamba alias Vir
Saran S/O Mohit Saran
residing at E-301, Krishna Apra
Residency, Plot E-8, Sector 61,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh - 201301 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Vir
Saran 0050187514-1

LOST AND FOUND

I SUNITA SHOKEEN W/0O
CHANDER PAL SHOKEEN R/O B-
10 MANAV CGHS LTD ROHINI
SEC9DELHI85HAVE LOST
MENTIONED SOCIETY FLAT
SHARE CERTIFICATES IN ROHINI
AREA.FINDER MAY CONTACT
9868237787 0040592746-1

MISCELLANEOUS

No: -PHE/GWDS/4409
| dipk-13076

Dated: 16-11-2021
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Sd/- Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti PHE Ground Water Division Sgr.

I, Ashok Sehgal Sfo Late Shri
Baldev Krishnan Sehgal Rjo B-7A
Vatika Appt , mayapuri New Delhi
Have lost Original Allotment cum
demand letter dtd 21/01/77,
Possession Letter , Possession
Slip , NOC For Electricity , water
Payment Receipt of Flat E23B, MIG
Flats , Vatika Appt , Mayapuri
Delhi -64 all dated 1976/77 .
Finder May Contact me-
981065001

| "IMPORTANT" |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Website: www.ujvnl.com
Short Term e-Tender Notice 7% 20.11.2021

The office of the Executive Engineer (M), UJVN Ltd. Chilla
invites sealed tenders from interested firms following details.
Tender No. 19/EEM/2021-22
Name of work : Supply and Application of Coating Material on
different Underwater parts in three Units of Power House
Estimated Cost: Rs. 85,01,893.00 (GST extra)
Date of availability of tender document : 20-11-2021 at 17:00 Hrs
Last Date of Receipt of tender : 06-12-2021 at 16:00 Hrs
For fuller and further details kindly visit our website
e-procurement Portal uktenders.gov.in.

Executive Engineer (M)

U 872

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

Office of the Director General, Medical health & FW.,
Danda Lakhound, Sahastradhara Road, P.O. Gujrada, Dehradun,
Uttarakhand e-mail: dghealth.uttarakhand@gmail.com,

Ph.: 0135-2608763, Fax: 0135-2608746

Bid Identification No. 15P/Store/25/2021/25169/25184/25185  Dated: 20.11.2021
Government of Uttarakhand "e" procurement e-tender Notice

1. Name of the Work: (i) Supply of Anesthesia Workstation for various
Hospital of Uttarakhand under Quantity contract. (ii) Supply of Dental X-Ray
with RVG for various Hospital of Uttarakhand under Quantity contract.
(iii) Supply of Laproscope for various Hospital of Uttarakhand under Quantity
contract. as per details given in tender notice on https://uktenders.gov.in
portal.

2. Date &time of availability of bid documents in the portal: 20.11.2021 at 3:00 PM.
3. Last Date and Time for receipt of bids in the portal: 30.11.2021 at 3:00 PM.
4. Name and Address of the Officer Inviting the Bid: Director General, MH &
FW Uttarakhand, Dehradun.

5. Details of subsequent addendum/corrigendum/cancellation etc. may be
obtained from the website https://uktenders.gov.in

6. Portal Registration: The contractor/bidder intending to participate in the bid
is required to register in the portal using his/her active personal/ official email
id as his/her Login id and attach his/her valid digital signature certificate
(DSC)to his/her unique loginid.

For any other queries the bidders are asked to contact through
e-mail cmsd.uk@gmail.com Director General

Medical Health & FW, Uttarakhand, Dehradun
hmda

Growing Global

BIDS INVITED FOR TOLL COLLECTION ON ORR

Bid Notice No. CGM (T)/HGCL/135/UFC/2021-22 Date: 18-11-2021

BID NOTICE

The Hyderabad Outer Ring Road (ORR) is 158 km long
8 lanes Access Controlled Express Way with
19 interchanges having 180 toll lanes developed by
Hyderabad Growth Corridor Limited (HGCL). The Road
Users need to pay toll for using the ORR based on the
distance travelled. HGCL invites bids for “Collection of
user fee/toll through an agency on the basis of
competitive bidding on e-procurement basis for
Hyderabad Outer Ring Road for a length of 158 km in the
State of Telangana, India” for 18 months contract period.

r',-_.-"'.'.;'j

Description of tender process

18.11.2021

23.11.2021 at 11:00 AM
04.12.2021 at 3:00 PM

Bid document download start date

Pre-bid meeting

Bid submission closing date & time

Contract Period 18 months (Extendabe for another 6 months)

Minimum Annual Remittance Payable | Rs. 380.00 Crores

For further details and to download the Bid Document, log on to
https://tender.telangana.gov.in or https://www.hmda.gov.in.

Any Amendments, updates regarding this Bid Notice will be published in the
HMDA web site /e-Procurement Platform only.

For further queries please email:
cgmhgcl@gmail.com, Phone No. 040-29559433
CGM, HGCL

Issued By: Commissioner, | & PR Department, Government of Telangana

remaining shut because of the
pandemic. Consent from parents
was mandatory. Many private
schools have still not reopened
as parents were not keen on
sending their children.

The CAQM had also ordered
the closure of colleges, educa-
tional/ coaching institutes, skill
development and training insti-
tutes, other training institutes,
and libraries.

Since the environment de-
partment order has not specifi-

cally ordered colleges and other
institutes to remain closed, they
are expected to reopen.

“Stop entry of trucks in Delhi
except trucks  carrying
essential commodities, till 26th
November, 2021 subject to fur-
ther review for extension of this
date. All offices of Government
of Delhi / Autonomous Bodies/
Corporations shall remain closed
till 26th November, 2021 except
those involved in essential and
emergency services such as
Health and Family Welfare and
all related medical establish-
ments, Police, Prisons, Home
Guards, Civil Defence, Fire and
emergency Service, District
Administration... All private of-
fices [ establishments are ad-
vised to allow their staff to work
from home, so as to ensure least
vehicular movement on the
roads till 26th November, 2021,”
the order states.

Over the next few days, air
quality in Delhi is expected to re-
main in the ‘poor’ category, and
is then expected to fall into the
‘very poor’ category again later
in the week.

AQI ‘very poor’
again, slight relief
over next 2 days

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

DELHI'S AIR quality remained in
the ‘very poor’ category on
Sunday, with an AQI of 349 ac-
cording to the Central Pollution
Control Board bulletin. This was
only marginally better than the
374 recorded on Saturday.

Stronger winds are supposed
to have aided the dispersion of
pollutants. According to scien-
tists at the India Meteorological
Department, wind speed picked
up on Sunday, reaching 15 to 20
kmph between 11 amand 1 pm.

Data from the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC)
shows particulate matter levels
fell with a marginal increase in
wind speed in the afternoon at
some stations. At the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium monitoring sta-
tion, wind speed increased from
1.6m/sat8amto4.9m/sat1pm,
but fell again toaround 1.7 m/s at
8 pm. Simultaneously, PM 2.5 lev-
elsfell from 266 ug/m3 at8amto
88ug/m3at 1 pm, and increased
again to 144 ug/m3 at 8 pm.

PM 10 levels at Anand Vihar
fell from a high of 744 pg/m3 at
8 am to 202 pg/m3 at 1 pm, but
climbed againto 587 ug/m3at7
pm. Wind speed picked up mar-
ginally at the station around
noon, from 0.5 m/sat 10amto 1

m/s at 2 pm, but fell again to
around 0.3 m/s at4 pm.

The SAFAR forecasting sys-
tem suggests that winds from
the northwest of Delhi are likely
to become stronger from Sunday
night till November 23. Local
wind speed is also likely to be
high, and this combined with a
fallin stubble burning instances
indicate that the air quality could
improve, but is likely to stay in
the lower end of the ‘very poor’
category for the next two days,
the forecast said.

From November 24 onwards,
however, a drop in temperature
and a fall in local wind speed
could make the dispersion of
pollutants difficult.

The farm fire count, accord-
ing to the SAFAR system, fell to
181 on Sunday and the contribu-
tion of stubble burning to PM 2.5
levels in Delhi was around 8%.

The 24-hour average AQI at
some monitoring stations, which
had remained in the ‘severe’ cat-
egory Sunday morning, had im-
proved to ‘very poor’ by 8 pm. At
the Anand Vihar monitoring sta-
tion, the AQI as a 24-hour aver-
age was 429 on Sunday morning
and had fallen to an average of
394 by 8 pm. The monitoring sta-
tionat RKPuramrecorded an av-
erage AQI of 407 in the morning,
which improved to reach a 24-
hour average of 359 by 8 pm.

No.P10/39287/2021

website only

SUPPLYCO
KERALA STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LTD

MAVELI BHAVAN, GANDHI NAGAR, KOCHI -682020.
Purchase Section —Ph.No: 0484-2207924,2206786,E-Mail: agmp@supplycomail.com

Website: www.supplycokerala.com

TENDER NOTICE
(ONLY THROUGH ELECTRONIC TENDERING SYSTEM/E-AUCTION)

The Kerala State Civil Supplies Corporation Ltd (Supplyco) intends to purchase
Pulses, Spices, Rice, Sugar, Wheat . etc through e-auction and e-tender. The
e-tender will be accepted up to 2.00 PM on 30-11-2021.For details visit
www.tenderwizard.com/KSCSC. Only suppliers possessing digital signatures
will be permitted to participate in the e-tender. For e-auction please visit
https://market.neml.in, corrigendum if any, will be published in the above said

Date: 20.11.2021

Sd/-
Manager (Purchase) J

POSSESSION NOTICE

(For Immovable Property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Citibank N.A. having
office at 3rd Floor, 27, Central Market, Western Avenue Road, Punjabi Bagh,
New Delhi - 1100026, under the Securitisation And Reconstruction Of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest (Act), 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of
powers conferred under section 13(2) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated 22-06-2021 calling upon
Mrs. Priyanka D Gupta, Mr. Deepak Gupta (hereinafter referred to as “Borrowers”)
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 4,57,67,863.93/- (Rupees
Four Crores Fifty Seven Lakhs Sixty Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty
Three and Ninety Three Paise Only) due as on 31-05-2021 along with future interest
and other charges within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrowers having failed to repay the above mentioned amount, notice is hereby
given to the borrowers and the publicin general that the undersigned has taken symbolic
possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest
Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this 17th Day of November of the year 2021.

The borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the
Citibank N.A. for an amount of Rs. 4,57,67,863.93/- (Rupees Four Crores Fifty
Seven Lakhs Sixty Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty Three and Ninety
Three Paise Only) and interest thereon.

[The Borrowers’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of
the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.]

Description of The Inmovable Property: All that part and parcel of the property
bearing Apartment No. CTC - 293, 29th Floor, Tower-C. The crest DLF Phase-V,

Gurgoan -122002. Authorized Officer
Date: 17-11-2021, Place: Gurgoan Citibank N.A.

New Delhi
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3 Bhondsijail
inmates
injured after
scuffle

Gurgaon: At least three
prisoners suffered injuries
after a scuffle broke out be-
tween two rival gangs in
Bhondsi jail Saturday
evening, said police. Thein-
jured were referred to
PGIMER in Rohtak for treat-
ment, where their condi-
tion is said to be stable.
Jagbir Singh, SHO, said, “...
On Saturday, several men
from the Basai gang at-
tacked Rathi gang mem-
bers near a barrack with
some sharp objects made
from utensils...”

Jewar Film City
bidstoopenon
November 23

Noida: Bids for the develop-
ment of Film City in Jewar
will open on November 23.
“The Fim City will be built
in three phases. Bids for the
project will be open and
the pre-bid will take place
on December 8. The land
has been allotted for hospi-
tality, commercial activi-
ties, and an amusement
park. The development of
the entire project will be
completed by 2029,” said
Arun Vir Singh, CEO, YEIDA.
As per officials, the Film
City will be built in an area
0of 1,000 acres out of which
740 acres will be given to
filming activities while an-
other 40 will be allotted to
film institutions.

Man held for
‘selling’ firearms
onsocial media

platform

New Delhi: The Delhi Police
arrested a 38-year-old man
from Haryana for allegedly
selling firearms on social
media. Officials said that
while monitoring social
media, they found posts of

BETWEEN OCT 8-NOV 11

1,000 caseso
snatchingina

month,
district

East
ontop

CRIME STATS (OCT 8-NOV11)
TOTAL CASES 2021 | 2020
MVtheft | 3,894 | 3,663
Snatching | 1,018 920
7 148 Burglary 268 221
2020 Robbery 247 224
Attempted murder Murder
1()5 56 45 | 44
Datafrom police

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

OVER 1,000 snatching incidents
have been reported in the last
one monthin Delhi — 29 per day
onanaverage. As per police data,
1,018 snatching cases were re-
ported between October 8 and
November 11 this year as com-
pared to 920 last year in the
same period.

In a crime review meeting
Tuesday, Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana met the 15 dis-
trict DCPs to discuss preventive
measures taken by them to curb
such incidents.

Data further shows that
3,894 motor vehicle thefts were
reported this year as compared
to 3,663 last year; 247 incidents
of robbery this year as compared
to 224 last year; 105 attempt to
murder cases reported this year
as compared to 56 last year.

After the last crime review
meeting, Asthana had decided to
meet every DCP for 15-20 min-
utes todiscuss the law-and-order
situation in their district, but the
plan was postponed. “Last
Tuesday, Asthana reviewed dis-

snatching cases — 112 —this year.
He also found that 103 snatching
cases were reported in North, 94
in Shahdara, 88 in Outer district,
and 87 in Central district,” a sen-
ior police officer said.

Asthana also asked the DCPs
about unsolved cases but was
not happy with their response as
some were unaware of the facts
of these cases and the crime pat-
tern of their district, said the of-
ficer. “He also reviewed motor-
vehicle theft data and found 414
incidents took place in the last
one month in West district, 399
in Northeast district, 361 in
Rohini district, 328 in Northwest
district, and 306 in Southeast
district,” the officer said.

“After reviewing data on rob-
beries, he found that maximum
incidents (29) took place in
Outer-North district, followed by
Outer district with 27, Northeast
with 22, Dwarka and South dis-
tricts with 20, and Rohini with
19,” an officer said.

He looked at crime figuresand
the PCR calls and asked the force
toimplement free registration of
FIRs, as he was unhappy with one
of the DCPs not doing the same in
his district. He also directed sen-
ior officials of the crime branch to

Delhi zoo explores getting a mate — or a
ticket home — for its lone African elephant

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

SHANKAR, A 27-year-old African
elephant, is the only one of its
kind at the Delhi Zoo.

Having arrived in 1998, as a
diplomatic gift from Zimbabwe
to the Indian President, it has
spent over two decades in an
enclosure at the zoo alone, far
away from its natural home of
the Savanna grasslands of
Africa. The DelhiZoo is now ex-
ploring options to end its pro-
longed isolation.

“This was a diplomatic gift,
and since then wisdom has pre-
vailed and we have stopped get-
ting African elephants as gifts,”
said Sonali Ghosh, Director,
Delhi Zoo.

She added, “I have written to
parksinAfricaonifthereisa pos-
sibility of finding a mate for the
animal, or if they want to take the
elephant back. We have sent a
team to the Mathura elephant
care facility to look at what all can
be done in terms of enrichment.”

An online petition was re-
cently launched by the Youth for
Animals, an organisation for an-
imal welfare, “to help free
Shankar from decades of solitary
confinement”. Nikita Dhawan
and Nandika Karunakaram, two
school students who founded the
organisation, have also written to

Shankar in his enclosure on Sunday. Express

zoo authorities about the matter.

Shankar is also only one of
the two African elephants
housed in zoos in India, the sec-
ond being another male at the
Mysuru Zoo. Shankar was
brought to India with a female
elephant, which died a few years
afteritarrived in Delhi.

Not far from the crowd
watching it, Shankar sways from
side to side, and shifts from foot
to foot, flapping its ears and bob-
bing its head — movements that
lead kids near the enclosure to
sayitis “dancing.”

A report by the Animal

Welfare Board of India on cap-
tive elephants in Jaipur, how-
ever, notes thatit could be a sign
of stress. “Elephants were ob-
served to display stereotypical
behaviour such as repetitive
swaying and head-bobbing
ranging from moderate to in-
tense, indicative of extreme
mental distress and deteriora-
tion,” the report said.

Ghosh, however, said
Shankar has been examined by
veterinarians: “We have had
veterinarians examine the ele-
phant. There is no issue in terms
of stress that is impacting the

3 hold woman at knife-point in
cab, rob phones, cash; arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THREE MEN who allegedly
robbed a woman at knife-point
inside a cab in Nand Nagri have
been arrested.

Police said the incident took
place on November 7 when the
woman, who works at a private
firm, took a cab from Shahdara
to go to work.

The accused, posing as pas-
sengers, also got into the cab.
They then allegedly threatened
the woman with a knife and

Police said the accused
worked with local
gangs to commit
snatching and robbery
in the eastand
northeast areas

said police. The men got off at
Nand Nagri and threatened the
driver to not call police.

Police said the accused have
been identified as Pintu Bilal,
Noor Islam (20) and Shafiq

Bhardwaj said, “We scanned sev-
eral CCTVs in the area and
mounted technical surveillance
on the suspects. After several
raids, three accused were caught
from Seemapuri.”

The accused confessed to
their crime and said they worked
with local gangs to commit
snatching and robbery in the
eastand northeast areas, said po-
lice. They are involved in over 20
cases,added police. The accused
sold the gold jewellery to one of
their associates.

Police said they have recov-
ered the stolen items and are

animal. It is an animal that is
housed singly. By nature,
African animals are solitary and
it is not possible to put them
with Asian elephants. The ele-
phant at the Mysuru zoo is a
male, and we can’t keep two
male elephants together. It is
also a fairly old animal — mov-
ing it from Mysuru to here or
from here might cause stress.”

The Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) in a document titled
‘Recommended guidelines dur-
ing stakeholder meetings on ele-
phants’ upkeep in zoos’ in 2013,
said, “It is recommended to
house elephantsin small groups
and not as single animals.”

The document also stated
that the CZA “bans further intake
of elephants (except elephants
rescued from the wild, confis-
cated and old/abandoned/
abused elephants, as mentioned
in CZA guidelines on dealing
with rescued animals).” The
African Savanna elephant is
listed as endangered on the [UCN
red list of threatened species.

“Elephants are a social
species and live in herds, al-
though bull elephants are often
pushed out of the herd when
they become a nuisance, which
means bull elephants need to be
housed in strong bullpens,
where they are not a danger to
other elephants or to people, but
they can still communicate

with, see and hear other
elephants,” said Kartick
Satyanarayan, co-founder of
Wildlife SOS, that manages the
Elephant Conservation and Care
Centre at Mathura.

According to a note on
Shankar from the zoo, “Unlike
the Asian elephant that can re-
spond to commands and train-
ing, the African species have
never been tamed, nor is there
evidence that they can respond
to commands. The only way to
keep the African elephant is,
therefore, modifications in its
housing wherein it can get
space to move around freely.”

The note adds that the zoo is
“embarking on a multi-pronged
approach” to provide a “happy
stress-free” life for Shankar.
Habitat enrichment and work
on the enclosure are part of this,
besides writing to foreign zoos
for finding a suitable mate and
for possible exchange.

Satyanarayan said, “The Delhi
Zoo has sent teams to the centre
atMathura to understand the re-
quirements of animals. Should
the Delhi Zoo feel that the ele-
phant needs to be moved to the
Mathura facility, we would have
no objection in accepting it,
whereit can liveamong other an-
imals of its kind.”

The Mathura facility, how-
ever, houses only domesticated
Asian elephants.

4 held for trying to extort
Rs 1 crore from businessman

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

FOUR MEN have been arrested
for allegedly trying to extort Rs 1
crore from a businessman in
Rohini. Police said they are mem-
bers of the Tillu gang.

Police said in August, the ac-
cused allegedly fired multiple
shots outside a businessman’s
house which hit his car. They left
anote threatening to fire 100 bul-
lets at him and his family and
called him for the money. A case
was registered after the victim
filed a complaint. Police said the

DCP(Rohini)Pranav Tayal said,
“... We found the calls were made
from a Delhi prison. A raid was
conducted in Tihar and one of the
accused, Sonu, was arrested. By
then, he had destroyed his phone.”

Police said Sonu is Tillu's
cousin and involved in a dozen
murder and firing cases. After his
arrest, he confessed and disclosed
the names of his associates. Police
thenarrested Aakash Khatri(25),
Jayant Maan (26), Rahul Kumar
(31)and Ravi Parasar.

During questioning, Khatri
said he allegedly fired the bullets
at the victim'’s car while Maan
helped Sonumake extortion calls

weapons being sold. ENS trict-wise crime data and found improve their percentage of robbedheroftwophones,agold Rafiq(29). looking for their associate, who  man owns two factories and  fromjail. Parasar worked at one of
thatthe East district sawthemost  solved cases, the officer said. chain, gold rings and Rs 10,000, DCP (Crime) Monika isontherun. manufactures appliances. the factories owned by the victim.
OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
CROSSWORD 4592 : y ] Y — DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
B, GONVERNMENT HELICOFTER MONEY e YO HAVE g
15T HELP HLIMANS WHO ARE OUF G | § NEVER BEEW woskur | oive S9N ARIES (Mar 21 -Apr 20) LIBRA (Sept 24- Ot 23)
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; o1} e d Two lively planets, It's not your
HELLD, . THATS JUST I | HuTE, THAT Mercury and Venus, professional skills
T' UNEMELOACE, BELAUSET ﬁn l",'lé,""‘r_\:"_‘lg | i e X are encouraging your which shine today,
HANE & CPLIALITES 9 . best personal but personal gifts.
HARRL .y attributes. Buta dilemmais You do have the perfect
SKILL 2ET. SRIL. .. sharpened: should you or opportunity to grasp the reins
E i should you not bare your soul to atwork, but it’s partly due to
the world? If you find the your underrated considerate
answer to this or any other and compassionate qualities.
] questions this week, then you're Why not let other people know
avery unusual person indeed. thatyoureally do care?

ACROSS

1 Wave putin the hair (6)

4 May be carelessly dropped in
the middle of nowhere (8)

9 Encourage a sound location for
apub(6)

10 Shot drug-crazy man (8)

12 Market’s worst seller (4)

13 It may be used to measure a
diamond in a ring perhaps (5)

14 Chinese capital lies in total
waste (4)

17 What the crafty bounder kept?
(3.4,5)

20 Asa film it was unspeakably
funny (6,6)

23 Forget I'm to about turn (4)

24 Posh vehicle for baker’s
deliveries? (5)

25 Is entertained by current
record (4)

28 Be patronising in speech and
overbearing in argument
(44)

29 Volume of praise (6)

30 Didn’t stay uninhabited (8)

31 Wild herb we brought back
fromIsrael (6)

Down

1 Aspotof wet weather (8)

2 Unusually cruel set of
criticisms (8)

3 Isnotany faster at splitting
points (4)

5 Directspeech?(8,4)

6 Make little progress in church
(4)

7 It'sjustone view of a situation
(6)

8 BuryBenin style without Tom

(6)

He isn't a good forecaster

(72,3)

15 Portone gets in casks (5)

16 Stick no label upside-down (5)

18 First class student? (8)

19 Unauthorised demand for
suspension (5,3)

21 Communist holding out
though badly beaten (6)

22 Wesslid around before finding
controls (6)

26 Part of the modern Polish-
German border (4)

27 Occupy residence having
central heating? (4)

1
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Solutions Crossword 4591: Across: 1 Trail, 4 Cockpit, 8 Cut, 9 Vindicate, 10 Inquest,
11Icons, 13 Graves, 15 Ignore, 18 Layer, 19 Tenders, 21 Offensive, 23 Ice, 24 Exposes,
25 Stern. Down: 1 Tacking, 2 Antiquary, 3 Levee, 4 Canute, 5 Ceiling, 6 Pea, 7 Teens,
12 Ononeside, 14 Errands, 16 Eastern, 17 Ethics, 18 Loose, 20 Needs,

22Fop.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

| canimagine no society which does not embody some method of

R W
AROID

H | N

-Herbert Read (11)
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PAY ROR THAT,

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius

SUDOKU 4662
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TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Venus, your

@ forming some easy
relationships, but

heart of this paradox lie a vital

contradiction and a complicated
thelastlaughinall personal
disputes, no matter how

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Agood general never

@ or her,enemy. So
please do not make

other people are talking
nonsense, otherwise you will,
face. Besides, questions which
have been running round and
toberesolved just yet.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
forecasts today. First,
you will overcome all

there should be no new

obstaclesin any case! But there’s
mention, one related to that
nebulous planet, Neptune. This
notice what's staring youin

the face.

Ifatall possible, delay

@ the launch of a major
absolutely ready. This

doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t

Quite the contrary: there is

much to be done if you are to

Justdon’'t box yourselfin.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 23)
long-term cycles fora
moment and point

months you will be free from

much thatyou currently find so

Needless to say, patience is

required. And then there’s the

people you live with seem to be
stuckin the past. Don’t worry: it

planetary ruleris
also some difficult ones. At the
relationship.Ithink you'll have
complex they are.

underestimates his,
the mistake of imagining that
sooner or later, fall flat on your
round in your mind are unlikely

I have two good
@ obstacles. Second,
another dimension thatI need to
suggests that you might not
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

venture until you are
continue with preparations.
ensure your eventual success.

I'd like to look at your
@ out that within nine
restricting or aggravating.
little matter of the fact that
will pass.

After somuch

@ irritation and
partners and family

members, you probably

than you ought to. It may be

another few days at least

and redress the balance. There’s

no hurry, so don’t rush
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
It now seems that
@ change your lifestyle,

though Ishould think
relatively minor. It'’s almost justa
question of shifting the furniture

It's amazing how a sufficient

number of small improvements

transformation.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)
aware thatyou
cannot always be the

must be the one who takes. Yet

today you may have to grinand
again seem to have the
advantage. Wait until tomorrow.
tell you that ‘tomorrow

never comes’.

Isabusydayina

e rather trivial, routine
emotional one as

well, but that’s not what's really

is the necessity to realise that
whether you stand or fall is now
knowledge should give you

the incentive you need to

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

Cruise alongin the
@ really are rather
smart. It's not often
notice of your ideas, perhaps
because you're so far ahead of
weeks they’ll be listening, so
make the most of it.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

mischief-making by
expect less from other people
before you can say your piece
itunduly.

you are anxious to
that any adjustments will be
and replacing a few heirlooms.
add up toamajor

You have become
@ giver. Sometimes you
bear it as other people once
And ignore those people who
AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)

sense, and quite an
significant. Far more important
entirely due to you. That
pull through.

realisation that you
that other people take much
the times. But for the next few
[]
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GOVT & POLITICS

Bhagwat: India
can develop in
15-20 years if all
citizens treat
each other as kin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

INDIA HAS not progressed as
muchasitshould have in the last
75 years but can develop swiftly
if the people work together and
treat each other as family,
Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat said
Sunday.

At an awards ceremony in
Delhi, Bhagwat said: “The tradi-
tion of seeing
entire India as
one  starts
from the
Vedas. We
consider this
land to be the
motherland,
every child of
it is a sibling
(sahodar). We
are all brothers
and sisters. If
we work with this sentiment,
then nothing can stop this coun-
try from developing.

Bhagwat said: “In these 75
years we have not progressed as
much as we should have. It took
75 years, it happens, but if you
wake up like this, everything will
be fine in 15-20 years.”

The RSS chief was speaking
atthe Sant Eshwer Awards cere-
mony in the capital.

Bhagwat on
Sunday. Prem
Nath Pandey

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

AFTERTHE leadership change in
Punjab, the expansion of the
Ashok Gehlot Cabinet in
Rajasthanis yet another instance
of a decisive intervention by the
Congress high command. And
the reshuffle has multiple mes-
sages to all the stakeholders.
Now it is up to the leaders how
they choose to read the signals.

Thefirstand perhaps the most
important message is to the vet-
eran Gehlot — that running the
government can’'t be a one-man
show. His wings are certainly not
clipped. Butby nudging himtoex-
pand the Cabinet by ensuring sat-
isfactory representation to those
close tohis betenoire Sachin Pilot —
and by keeping the Independents
who are close to him out — the
high command has made it clear
that its writ should run.

The expansionis not Pilot-cen-
tric either. In the council of minis-
ters, only five are his loyalists. That
should make Gehlot happy. Butby
laying stress on sizable represen-
tation for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, the leadership
ensured that both Gehlotand Pilot
were boxed into a corner.

The Rajasthan Congress story
will still revolve around Gehlot

ARRIVING TODAY

THE POLITICAL temperature in Delhi is set to rise on Monday
with the arrival of West Bengal Chief Minister and Trinamool
Congress supremo Mamata Banerjee. Before Banerjee flies in,
several MPs of the party have been instructed to reach the na-
tional capital by early Monday to possibly launch a dharna
against the arrest of its West Bengal youth unit president
Sayani Ghosh in Tripura where civic polls are scheduled later
this week. On Sunday evening, party Rajya Sabha MP Derek
O'Brien tweeted: “Gujarat model in Tripura. @AITCofficial will
never accept such fascist brutality. Trinamool MPs headed to
Delhi. Now. Eyeball to eyeball.”

in the country.

STAYING PUT

LOK SABHA Speaker Om Birla was expected tolead an Indian
parliamentary delegation to attend the BRICS Parliamentary
Forum meeting in Madrid on November 27-28. However,
with three countries — China, Russia and Brazil — not yet con-
firming attendance of their Speakers, Birla has decided to skip
the meeting. Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh will
now likely lead the MPs’ delegation. Sources close to Birla said
the Speaker would also be caught up in preparations for the
Winter Session of Parliament. With the Monsoon Session wit-
nessing chaotic scenes, the Speaker wants to make efforts to
ensure a smooth session this time, they said.

MALDIVES ASSIGNMENT

MALDIVES JUST got a new Indian Ambassador. Munu
Muhawar, who was till recently Indian envoy to Oman, has
been posted in Male as the next envoy. Muhawar was joint
secretary in the Prime Minister’s Office under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Considered to be one of the seasoned diplo-
mats, he has a challenging assignment at hand since some
opposition groups have been inciting anti-India sentiments

CM Ashok Gehlot addresses MLAs ahead of the reshuffle. ANI

and Pilot, but the party has tried
to create new leadership. With
importantorganisational roles for
Raghu Sharma, a
Brahmin, Harish
Chaudhary and
Govind Singh
Dotasra, both from
the Jat community,
and Bhanwar
Jitender Singh, a
Rajput, it  has

EXPLAINED

is an organisational man, risen to
the top through the ranks,” a
leader said. “Gehlot is not
Amarinder and
Sachin is not
(Navjot  Singh)
Sidhu. Gehlot is not
temperamental like
Captain. And
knows the virtues
of patience and si-
lence,” another

thrown leaders from
varied backgrounds into the mix.

Gehlot was initially said to be
reluctant to induct Pilot loyalists.
“But we did not need to force
him. After two meetings with
high command leaders last
month, Gehlot got the signal.
Unlike Amarinder Singh, Gehlot

leader said.

Party leaders point out that
not even a single MLA who was
close to Amarinder has quit the
party so far. “Not even some of
the MPs who were very local in
supporting Captain... that has
also emboldened the high com-
mand,” a leader said.

DGP meet: PM calls
for use of tech in
grassroots policing

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 21

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Sunday called for con-
stituting a High-Power Police
Technology Mission, under the
leadership of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, to adopt fu-
ture technologies for grassroots
policing requirements, accord-
ing to a government release.

Addressing the 56th
DGPs/IGPs conference at the
Uttar Pradesh Police headquar-
ters in Lucknow, PM Modi advo-
cated for an analysis of all police
related incidents and developing
case studies tomakeitalearning
mechanism across the force.

He attended the three-day
conference on Saturday and
Sunday, and sat through presen-
tations during sessions on na-
tional security, sources aware of
the matter said.

In his address, PM Modi cited
the importance of technology in
the lives of people and gave the
examples of COWIN, the back-
bone India's Covid-19 vaccination
drive, GeM (the government e-
market platform)and UPI, thein-
stant real-time payment system.

The PM also appreciated po-

lice attitude towards the public,
particularly since the pandemic,
and suggested positive use of
drone technology for the bene-
fitof the people, the release said.

The conference was attended
by 62 director general of police
(DGPs) and inspector general of
police (IGPs) of states and Union
territories, apart from director
generals of Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs)and Central Police
Organisations (CPOs). More than
400 officers of various ranks at-
tended the conference virtually
from around the country.

The Prime Minister stressed
onthe review of SMART Policing
concept, data driven law en-
forcement that was introduced
in 2014, and urged for a roadmap
for its transformation.

To tackle some of the routine
challenges faced by the police,
Modi said highly qualified
youths should be involved to
look for technological solutions
through hackathons.

The conference was inaugu-
rated by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on November 19. In
his opening speech on Friday, the
Minister said state police and
central agencies must coordi-
nate better, and focus on coastal
and border security apart from
cyber crime.

Preneet hints at joining Capt party

Ludhiana: In a setback for
Congress, Patiala MP Preneet
Kaur Sunday indicated that she
may join the political party be-
ing floated by her husband and
former Punjab chief minister
Capt Amarinder Singh.
“Captain Amarinder Singh
has always stood by the commit-
ment he makes... Main apne
parivaar de naal haan (1am with

my family),” Preneet said, while
talking to media at an event in
Samana.

She was replying to specific
queries on whether she would
be joining her husband's politi-
cal venture. After an unceremo-
nious exit from Congress,
Amarinder has floated ‘Punjab
Lok Congress’ and applied for a
party symbol. ENS

Tawde appointed BJP general secretary

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 21

SIDELINED BY Devendra
Fadnavis during his chief minis-
tership and denied a ticket for
the 2019 Assembly elections,
Vinod Tawde’s political fortunes
saw an uptick Sunday with his
elevation as general secretary of
the BJP. He fills a vacancy created
by Bhupendra Yadav’s appoint-
ment as a Cabinet minister.

The decision to promote him
to general secretary from his pre-
vious post of national secretary
was announced by BJP president
JPNadda.

The BJP also appointed two
new national secretaries —
Rituraj Sinha and Asha Lakhra.

The party appointed two new
spokespersons — Bharti Ghosh,
a former IPS officer from West
Bengal, and Shehzad Poonawalla

In the Maharashtra unit of
the party, Tawde’s elevation is
being read as a message by the
party’s central leadership to
Fadnavis that “nothing is perma-
nent” in politics.

“Itis a big development that
the central leadership has
awarded Tawde with a major na-
tional role. Also a comment on
Fadnavis, who had sidelined and

humiliated him in Maharashtra,”
said a party insider.

Tawde’s chief ministerial am-
bitions in 2014 were upended by
Fadnavis, who apparently never
stopped seeing him as a rival. His
Cabinet tenure was dogged by
controversy and Fadnavis
trimmed and changed his portfo-
lios constantly.In 2019, Tawde was
denied an Assembly ticket. The
nomination for his Borivali con-
stituency was given to Sunil Rane.

A senior BJP functionary re-
questing anonymity told The
Indian Express: “In politics noth-
ing is permanent. Nobody can
take central leadership for
granted.”

Hailing from the Maratha
community and mentored by
the late Gopinath Munde and

Pramod Mahajan, Tawde exer-
cised caution while comment-
ing on his new role. He said, “I
will do my best in every given as-
signment.”

He added, “Itis the fruit of dis-
playing patience.am confident
that this important message will
reach our party workers.”

Opposition leader Fadnavis
tweeted: “Many congratulations
Vinod Tawde ji on being ap-
pointed as National General
Secretary of BJP India.”

Although the 58-year-old
Tawde is not in charge of
Maharashtra, he may get to have
asay as he enjoys better rapport
with leaders across the state’s
parties compared to many oth-
ers in the state BJP, said a party
source.

RAJASTHAN RESHUFFLE

Cong leadership asserts itself wit

rejig, sends sig_l_]_als to Gehlot, Pilot

But be it in Punjab, Rajasthan
or Kerala, the high command is
slowly starting to assert itself
again. In Kerala, it did not waste
time handing over the reins of the
party after the poll defeat toanew
leadership, much to the chagrin
of veterans Oommen Chandy and
Ramesh Chennithala.

The induction of Kanhaiya
Kumar and Jignesh Mewani too
is seen as a gambit by the high
command. The party’s Bihar
leadership was not really happy
with Kumar’s entry but it had lit-
tle option but to accept it.

Earlier, it had appointed fire-
brand leader A Revanth Reddy;,
who joined the Congress in 2017
as the president of Telangana
Congress, overlooking the claims
of established leaders.

In February, the party ap-
pointed former BJP MP Nana
Patole as chief of its Maharashtra
unit. Patole, who started his po-
litical career with the Congress
three decades ago, returned to
the party only in 2018.

It will be now interesting to
watch the party’s moves in
Chhattisgarh, where a leader-
ship tussle has been simmering
for long. As of now, the leader-
ship appears to be backing Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

h ‘Will do all that Cong wants me

to... focus on getting it re-elected’

FORMER RAJASTHAN Congress
chief SACHIN PILOT speaks to
DEEP MUKHERJEE about the
need for greater representation
of weaker sections in the Cabinet
and his aim of helping the
Congress return to power in the
2023 state elections. Excerpts:

Now that the reshuffle has
happened, will the 2023
elections be the main focus
for you and the Congress?

Rajasthan has had a history
of a Congress government fol-
lowed by a BJP one. This has to
be broken and I think our single
focus is to make sure that we win
the 2023 elections and the sub-
sequent Lok Sabha elections.

When Congress lost the last
elections, we were reduced to 21
seats out of 200. Of the three
dozen SC seats, we got zero... In
the cabinet we didn’t have a Dalit
minister for almost two years.
Things like that were taken into
consideration. We have four Dalit
ministers now. Representation of
tribals, women and minorities
hasincreased.

What are the issues you
would like to focus on now?
We worked hard to fulfil some
of the promises in our manifesto
but more than just policy an-
nouncements, let us make sure
that the resonance of our imple-
mentation is on the ground.

Pilot on Sunday. Rohitjain Paras

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
SACHIN
PiLor

FORMER RAJASTHAN
CONGRESS PRESIDENT

Didn’t you want to return to
the cabinet?

Ihad served in the cabinet as
deputy chief minister for a year-
and-a-half, and have been party
president for almost seven years.
Having done both those jobs, I
felt that you don’t need a posi-
tion or post to contribute.
Whatever the party leadership
wants me to do as an official as-

signment, I am happy to do that
any time and have been doing it
for the last two decades. But my
aim, focus and objective is to
make sure that we are able to
win the 2023 elections.

Have you spoken with Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot after
the reshuffle?

We have always been in
touch with on needs to be done
by the AICC, PCC, government or
leadership. This reshuffle is also
about not one individual.
Feedback was sought from
everybody. All leaders spoke to
(Congress general secretary in-
charge for Rajasthan, Ajay)
Maken. I gave my feedback.lam
sure Ashok Ji was obviously in-
volved in the decision making.

Do you think the reshuffle
could have been done
without delay? Some strong
statements were made by
party leaders from all sides...
There is always scope forim-
provement, but better late and
then perfect. Even if delayed, it
has been done with alot of com-
prehensive thoughts giventoit...
There is no division in the party.
SC, ST, women, MBC, Dalits, mi-
norities have all been taken to-
gether, which is now reflected in
the cabinet expansion.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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WORDLY WISE
IT’S A VERY FRIGHTENING TIME WHEN
SOMETHING AS BASIC AS DUE PROCESS IS SEEN AS
SOMEHOW RADICAL. — JouN CUSACK

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

NO IMPUNITY

In Hyderpora, leadership of security forces must ensure that
personnel follow court’s directions, in letter and spirit

HE OPERATION BY the Army and police in a Srinagar locality that ended in

the killing of four people, including three civilians, and one person who s al-

legedly a Pakistani militant, should set off alarm bells at the highest levels of

the Jammu & Kashmir administration and the Indian Army. From the 1990s,

security forces have battled, with a high sense of duty and commitment, an
insurgency in Kashmir that has been fuelled by proxy forces sent by Pakistan over the Line
of Control. In the process, many have made the supreme sacrifice. But as those who hold the
monopoly over the use of violence, the security forces undermine that legitimacy each time
they useit wrongly, to hurt or take the life of an innocent. One of the many challenges of fight-
ing amilitancy is to know the distinction between insurgents and the people, and do every-
thing to maintain this difference. In recent times, painting someone as an “OGW” (over-
ground worker for militants) or “hybrid militant” has served to blur the difference, at times
expediently. At Hyderpora, it seems this blurring took place, again. This time, however, it was
more quickly exposed. The J&K administration appeared to acknowledge that a dreadful
wrong had been committed when it decided to exhume the bodies of two of the men — the
owner of the premises where the operation was staged, and his tenant — from a graveyard
where security forces had interred the four, and gave the remains back to their families for
an honourable burial. This was a wise decision. But it is hardly enough.

A magistrate’s enquiry has been ordered in the incident. But the track record does not
inspire confidence that, if wrongdoing is established, those responsible for this operation
will be brought to book. Two enquiries, one by the Army and another by the police, ordered
last year into the killings of three men in Amshipora in Shopian, found that the men, daily
wagers from Rajouri district who were looking for workin the Valley, were shot dead in cold
blood by an Army captain and a JCO, in association with two civilians, and wrongly por-
trayed as terrorists, in order to claim reward money. The police filed a chargesheet against
the captain, and the two civilians. The Army, which found inits enquiry that ts officials had
exceeded the powers granted to them under the Armed Forces Special Powers Act, said it
would take over the case against the captain from the civilian court. The trial in the civil
court has not progressed, and the Army has not provided information on how it has pro-
ceeded against the captain and the JCO.

Things have not changed significantly even after a 2019 Supreme Court order that
“there is no concept of absolute immunity from trial by criminal court”. The Court said a
thorough enquiry should be conducted into every “encounter” killing in disturbed areas
as the “alleged enemy is a citizen of our country entitled to all fundamental rights includ-
ing under Article 21 of the Constitution”. It also said that before a person is branded a mil-
itant or a terrorist, “there must be commission or some attempt or semblance of a violent
overtact”. The leadership of the security forces must ensure that their personnel follow the
court’s directions, in letter and spirit.

INVOLVES US ALL

ANUPAMA’S FIGHT

The struggle of a mother for her baby raises larger questions in
Kerala, resonates beyond the state’s borders

23-YEAR-OLD MOTHER'S protest in Thiruvananthapuram demanding the

return of her one-year-old son, who wasillegally given away for adoption

by her parents, is raising larger questions in Kerala. Last week, a family

courtstayed the adoption process and the district Child Welfare Committee

(CWC)ordered the Kerala State Council for Child Welfare (KSCCW)to bring
back the baby fromiits foster parents who are said to be in Andhra Pradesh. The CWCalso di-
rected that a DNA test be conducted to ascertain the baby’s biological parents. Meanwhile,
the young mother is demanding action against KSCCW and CWC officials, who allegedly fa-
cilitated the adoption under pressure from her parents who are influential CPM activists. The
case has brought to light three faultlines that threaten the gains Kerala is widely seen to have
made in the past few decades. One, the imperilled right of an adult woman to choose her
partnerand raise her child. Two, the influence of institutions such as caste and family in shap-
ing society’s attitudes towards choices made by individuals. Three, the ability of a ruling party
to dictate the functioning of public institutions and subvert due process.

Anupama S Chandran and her partner, Ajith Kumar, have been knocking on doors to help
them trace their baby taken away by her parents and given for adoption three days after
his birthin October last year. They pleaded their case initially in CPM forums since both of
them, and their families, were party associates. Child welfare officials ignored their pleas
allegedly because Anupama'’s parents, who refused to accept her choice to bear the child
of Ajith, a 35-year-old Dalit Christian who was still to divorce his estranged wife, had pre-
vailed. While Anupama’s parents have contested her version of the story, it seems clear that
public officials ignored procedures and due process to support the conservative view that
anadult woman must necessarily obtain her parent’s consent for her choices. Disturbingly,
Anupama’s case is not exceptional. Reports of honour killing over caste and family status
are now not so infrequent in Kerala. This needs to be read together with the low participa-
tion of women in the workforce, despite their relatively higher education levels, and the
near absence of women in leadership positions in political parties and public office.

Anupsurge of social conservatismis visible in Kerala even as old shibboleths about gen-
der, family, and marriage are challenged by a generation less burdened by custom and tra-
dition. Unfortunately, the political leadership seems to be letting down the young.
Anupama Chandran’s assertion of her rights as a mother and her fight for agency as an in-
dividual and woman resonates beyond Kerala’s borders.
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p ahead: Restoring trust

Resolution of farm crisis needs involvement of all

parties, especially those opposed to government’s ideas

AJAY VIR JAKHAR

IN HIS BOOK Building Community Food Webs,
food systems analyst Ken Meter observed,
“Over time, the thrust of farm policy shifted
from supporting market mechanisms to com-
pensating farmers for the fact that markets
were fundamentally unfair.” In India, our
economists and businesses are touting simi-
lar failed solutions from the US farm sector.
The three farm laws were a consequence of
the establishment’s misconception that it
knows what is best for the farmers. It contin-
ues to misdiagnose, falter and stumble, having
shotitselfin the foot so often in the recent past
that such erring has become a habit, just as it
has habitually belied expectations.

The perseverance of the farmer unions has
forced the repeal of the three farm laws. The
politically astute retreat by the PM signals the
BJP’s flexibility and determination to remain
in power beyond 2024. On issues of farmer
policy, the government had buckled before, in
2015, by allowing the land acquisition ordi-
nance tolapse. It has now rolled back the farm
laws before the UP assembly elections -- the
control of the Hindi heartland states is critical
for the party.

A commitment to using the political
process to negotiate a settlement would have
spared the PM this situation. There is no gain-
saying thata dialogue — not the use of the gov-
ernment agencies for back-channel talks and
attempts to drive a wedge between farmer
unions — should have been the government’s
chosen route to resolve the issue. The laws
were passed by a hurried voice vote and the
PM announced a repeal without the Cabinet
approving it. Similarly, the Supreme Court
overreached in constituting a committee to
study the farmlaws, and, worse, it did not for-
ward the report to the government. All this is
representative of the rampant undermining
of institutions at the highest levels.

In his speech to the nation, the PM listed
many initiatives that have been introduced
for small farmers. Some like zero budget farm-
ing hold promise and some have given respite
to farmers. But these cash doles are simplistic
responses to addressing the root causes of the
distress on farms. Most other government ini-

The PM has announced an
expert committee to suggest
away forward. While
working with governments, 1
have learnt that committees
are a convenient way to
scuttle implementation of
ideas. I don’t want to cast
aspersions on the
government’s intentions but
hollow promises in the past
remind me that the road to
hell is paved with good
intentions. One of the
ironies of the moment is that
the PM is justifying the
repeal with an apology for
not being able to convince
farmers about the benefits of
the farm laws. Let alone
explain to the farmers, the
BJP has failed to convince its
own cadre in villages. Rather
than serving a useful
purpose for its parent
organisation, the party’s I'T
cell has aggravated the mess
with its hate spewing
campaign.

tiatives, if assessed independently by the in-
tended beneficiaries, would reveal the glar-
ing extent of lapses, missed opportunities and
not-so-positive outcomes.

The PM has announced an expert commit-
tee to suggest a way forward. While working
with governments, [ have learnt that commit-
tees are a convenient way to scuttle imple-
mentation of ideas.Idon’t want to cast asper-
sions on the government’s intentions but
hollow promises in the past remind me that
the road to hellis paved with good intentions.
One of the ironies of the moment is that the
PMisjustifying the repeal with an apology for
not being able to convince farmers about the
benefits of the farm laws. Let alone explain to
the farmers, the BJP has failed to convince its
own cadre in villages. Rather than serving a
useful purpose forits parent organisation, the
party’s IT cell has aggravated the mess with
its hate-spewing campaign.

The perspective from the farm is not a
pretty one. India has witnessed more farmer
agitations in the past seven years than in the
last 70 years. Meanwhile, the country facesits
highest-ever unemployment rate, evenas de-
monetisation and other policies play them-
selves out over seven years of continuously
falling GDP and declining social development
indicators. Bureaucratic apathy has driven the
farmers to a point where they are resorting to
looting fertilisers in broad daylight.
Historically, across the world, a depressed
farm sector has led people from rural areas to
migrate to urban spaces in search of livelihood
opportunities. The current dispensation has
managed -- perhaps for the first time since the
depopulation of the Roman empire — a re-
verse migration from urban centres to the vil-
lages. The latest setbacks are to be viewed
alongside a host of other challenges that the
government faces.

Anineffective Opposition perpetuates the
mess. It allows the party in office to rule with-
out checks and balances. The government has
lost control of the fiscal, administrative and
governance space. However, this is not the
time to be despondent: If government under-
performance is a result of public policy, it can

be undone by changing the approach to pol-
icy-making, There is no reason to question the
PM’s ability to bring any improbability to life.

There is a trenchant demand for a legal
MSP. Farmers across the country perceive it to
mean that open-ended procurement will con-
tinue and it will be extended to all crops. Given
that the World Trade Organisation’s (WTO)
ministerial conference is starting later this
month — under whose aegis public stockhold-
ing limits remain contentious — any commit-
ment toalegal MSP for all crops seems highly
unlikely without exploring the challenges re-
lated to efficacy, design and scope of delivery.
However, when the trust of the people is lost,
one must tread cautiously because the oppor-
tunists with political ambitions will use the
circumstances to rouse sceptical masses, even
against good ideas.

After the repeal of the farm laws in
Parliament, farmer unions should consider
suspending the agitation to allow space for
the PM to deliver on his promises, including
one ondoubling farmer income by August 15
next year. If not satisfied with delivery, they
could remobilise to return to Delhi six months
before the parliamentary elections in 2024.
Going forward, everyone should pitchin —es-
pecially those opposed to the government’s
ideas — by presenting detailed proposals with
guidelines for implementation as well as their
financial and social implications. It would be
a humane gesture to heal the wounds, if
Parliament acknowledges the sacrifice of the
700 who died in the process of making the
government reconcile to the will of the people.

Sadly, the way the three farm acts were con-
ceptualised and what unfolded thereafter has
only led to the reform momentum losing
steam. A status quo was never an option. Worse
still, the bureaucracy does not have the capac-
ity todesign afood-systems approach thatcon-
siders human health and that of the planet as
one. Yet, itisanidea whose time has come and
global thinkers are setting great store by it. The
real challenge now is not to satisfy the farmer
unions but to secure a future we canall trust.

The writer is chairman, Bharat Krishak Samaj

A DEADLY COMPETITION

China’s hypersonic missile test has potential to set off a post-Sputnik-like arms race

SAJID FARID SHAPOO

ON OCTOBER 27, General Mark Milley,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the US,
reacted to China testing its nuclear-capable
hypersonic weapons system by drawing an
analogy with a supposedly similar event that
happened 64 years ago: “I don’t know if it's
quite a Sputnik moment, but I think it's very
close to that.Ithas all our attention.” The am-
bivalence in the general’s remarks was spot-
on as the Chinese tests, conducted this sum-
mer, are in no manner analogous to the
Sputnik satellite test. Yet, they are likely to trig-
ger events similar to those that the Sputnik
launch set in motion.

The Sputnik launch by the Soviet Unionin
1957 was viewed as a symbol of American
weakness and a sign of Soviet superiority in
technology, both by the people and policy-
makersin the US. The shock was exacerbated
by the suddenness of the event, with US intel-
ligence agencies being taken by complete sur-
prise. In contrast, China’s pursuit of hypersonic
missiles is neither new nor surprising. Since
the US withdrawal from the Anti-Ballistic
Missile (ABM) treaty in 2002, both Russiaand
China have been wary of Washington'’s
Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) programme.

Missile defence is inherently destabilis-
ing — it undermines “strategic stability”,
which can be understood as the inability of a
nuclear-armed state to execute a first strike,
leaving it vulnerable to a retaliatory second
strike by the adversary. This mutual vulnera-
bility was seen as the bedrock of prolonged
peace during the Cold War. A robust BMD

China’s nuclear-tipped
hypersonic weapon systems,
though not particularly
India-focused, could nudge
New Delhi to adopt two
courses of action. Chinese
advancement in stealth
technologies will drive New
Delhi to seek similar
capabilities but also develop
effective countermeasures.
This can then set off a
regional arms race, a sign
that is not particularly

viving incoming missiles in case of a near-de-
capitating first strike. Both Russia and China
thus view the US BMD as undermining their
deterrence and have sought ways to restore
their retaliatory strike capability by investing
in new technologies, most prominently the
hypersonic weapons systems, including
Hypersonic Glide Vehicles (HGVs) that can
escape the missile defence systems.

The recent test would thus calm Beijing,
which was worried that the US BMD would
block China’s few surviving weapons in case
of a US first strike. The test included an HGV
with a “fractional orbital bombardment” sys-
tem, which can hita target by entering in lower
orbit — it can reach the US via the South Pole,
where America has few early warning systems.
Moreover, HGVs fly at lower altitudes than bal-
listic missiles, which means they could poten-
tially escape early warning systems, aided by
the earth’s curvature. Experts thus consider
hypersonic weapons highly destabilising, not
due to their speed but because of their stealth
and exceptional manoeuvrability.

Despite the absence of a strategic surprise,
China’s test could potentially have a Sputnik-
like effect. The Sputnik shock drove the
Eisenhower administration to seek space
arms, triggering a ballistic missile race that
saw two superpowers come close to a disas-
trous faceoff during the Cuban missile crisis.
The Chinese tests have the potential to set off
anaggressive competition among the nuclear
powers to modernise their nuclear arsenals
and add new, potentially destabilising capa-

weapons systems impact strategic stability in
two ways: They undermine “crisis stability”,
thereby incentivising the nuclear first-use and
they erode “arms race stability” by encourag-
inganaction-reaction cycle.In the presentera
of minimal arms control measures, the Chinese
hypersonic missile system test will trigger an
intense arms race both at the global and re-
gionallevels. The USis already developing con-
ventional long-range hypersonic missiles.
With the Chinese test, the US may be forced to
expand its hypersonic programme and further
modernise its missile defence systems.

China’s nuclear-tipped hypersonic
weapon systems, though not particularly
India-focused, could nudge New Delhi to
adopt two courses of action. First, accelerate its
hypersonic missiles programme. Second, con-
sider erecting an equally robust missile de-
fence. India is reportedly developing a dual-
capable hypersonic cruise missile and an
anti-ship hypersonic missile. Chinese advanc-
ement in stealth technologies will drive New
Delhi to seek similar capabilities but also deve-
lop effective countermeasures. This can then
set off a regional arms race, a sign that is not
particularly encouraging for regional peace.

China’s hypersonic missile test may not
have come with a Sputnik-like surprise, but it
has the potential to set offa post-Sputnik-like
arms race that does not augur well for the
strategic stability both at the global and re-
gional level.

Thewriter is asenior IPS officer and a doctoral

would compromise the second strike capa- encouraging for bilities to their arsenal. scholar at Princeton University.
bility of the adversary by neutralising the sur- regional Ppeace. Emerging technologies like hypersonic Views are personal
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ULTIMATUM ON STRIKE CHAVAN MEETS PM

THE MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT gave
the 9,000 subordinate striking engineers of
the State Electricity Board an ultimatum to
resume duty within 24 hours or “face the
consequences”. Chief Minister A R Antulay
held discussions with the Energy Minister
Jayantrao Tilak who returned from a tour of
Raigad district. Tilak said that the govern-
ment had taken a serious view of the matter
and decided to deal firmly with the subordi-
nate engineers as they had gone on anille-
gal strike without giving any notice. The er-
ratic power supply had hit hospitals in the
city. Atleast one patient on artificial respira-
tory system in prestigious hospital was on

the verge of death due to power failure.

TASKFORCE FOR PUNJAB

THE CENTRE IS setting up a taskforce for
combing operations in Punjab to round up ex-
tremists, both Akalis and Naxalites, and also
deal with the law and order situation. It has
been decided at the highest level that the
combing operations will be directed from the
Centre. The task force will consist of officials of
both the Centre and state government. The
latter will be thoroughly screened by the
Central Intelligence Bureau. It's not clear if the
Centre will post an officer in Chandigarh to
give directions to the taskforce.

New Delhi

Y B CHAVAN, who is waiting for admission
to the Congress (1), met Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi on November 21. He said the discus-
sion centred on the political and economic
situation in the country. Chavan said he did
not discuss the question of his admission to
the Congress (I).

BHASKARA IN ORBIT

DIFFERENT GROUND STATIONS established
contact with Bhaskara II, India’s Earth obser-
vation satellite which completed its second
dayinorbit. AnISRO press release said that the
parameters of the satellite were satisfactory.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“As the US has always been trying to

politically exploit the Winter Olympics

and put pressure on China, top US officials are unlikely to become kind guests

at the Olympics.”

—GLOBALTIMES, CHINA

Bad loans and choke points

Poor ecosystem and legal delays frustrate many of the initiatives to create an efficient framework for
resolving bad debts of banks. These need to be addressed

B SAMBAMURTHY

OVER THE LAST five years, considerable
progress has been made in resolving and re-
covering bad debts of banks. Despite this, there
are still around Rs 10 lakh crore worth of
stressed assets hanging around in the system.
The newly-created National Asset
Reconstruction Company (NARCL)in the pub-
lic sector offers hopes for the faster clean up of
lenders’ balance sheets. This would be the 30th
Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC) in the
business of resolving distressed assets, but the
first in the public sector.

Its greatest virtue lies in the faster aggrega-
tion of distressed assets that lie scattered across
several lenders. Secondly, its securitised re-
ceipts (SRs) carry sovereign assurance. This is
of particular comfort to PSU banks as price dis-
covery would not be subject to later investiga-
tions. It would initially focus onlarge accounts
with debts over Rs 500 crore. This is also ex-
pected to free the banks from the tortuous re-
covery process and afford them more space to
focus on much-needed credit expansion. The
newly-minted ARC, NARCLis not a bank, but a
specialised financial institution to help resolve
the distressed assets of banks.

While the aggregation of debt is no doubt
adistinct advantage, will it deliver better and
faster results to lenders in terms of realisa-
tion? The proof of the pudding lies in execu-
tion and all eyes will be focused on IDRCL
(Indian Debt Resolution Company), the op-
erating arm, which would be in the private
sector. Can this public/private partnership
make a difference?

Over the last three decades, there have
been several institutional and policy measures
to resolve the bad debts. Institutional meas-
ures include BIFR (Board for Industrial and
Financial Reconstruction, 1987), Lokadalat,
DRT (Debt Recovery Tribunal, 1993), CDR
(Corporate Debt Restructure, 2001 ), SARFAESI
(Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement, 2002), ARC (Asset
Recovery Company, 2002). But the resolution
for these is a measly 6.2 per cent, 4.1 per cent
and 26.7 per cent for Lokadalat, DRT and SAR-
FAESI respectively. The RBI has also launched
aslew of measures during 2013-14 to resolve,
reconstruct and restructure stressed assets.
These too did not deliver and they were all
abandoned subsequently. The RBI has again
come out with a prudential framework for res-
olution. A poor ecosystem and legal delays
frustrate many of these initiatives. These need
tobe addressed.

Of the 28 ARCs (private sector)in operation,
many are bit players. The top five ARCs account
for over 70 per cent of the asset under manage-
ment(AUM)and nearly 65 per cent of the cap-
ital. Either they should consolidate or strate-
gise as niche or regional players. Even private
sector ARCs have not done well in the sale of
zombie assets. Hardly 13.9 per cent of the as-
sets acquired are actually sold. Financial and
business restructuring appears to be more an
exception than the norm. Nearly one-third of
debts are rescheduled. This is not much value
addition towhat lenders would have otherwise
done at no additional cost. (See table 1)

The IBC, introduced in 2016, was landmark

TABLE 1: DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL ASSETS -
RESOLVED BY METHOD OF RESOLUTION IN %

RESOLUTION METHOD MAR2018 | MAR2019 | MAR2020
Rescheduling of Debt 36.8% 35.7%
Enforcement of Security 31.5% 28.6%
Settlement of Dues 25.2% 28.4%
Taking Possession of Assets 6.2% 7.2% B15%

Sale of Business 0.3% 01% I 13.9%

Source: RBI Reports

legislation and marked a welcome departure
from the earlier measures, with alegally time-
bound resolution. The focus is on resolution
rather than recovery. Qualitatively, it has in-
stilled a sense of fear in mischievous corpo-
rate borrowers who have siphoned of funds,
and dethroned them. It nearly put an end to
evergreening. Even though there are delays
under this newfound promise, they are
counted in terms of days and not years and
decades. It has succeeded in resolving a few
large corporate borrowers with an average re-
covery of 45 per cent. But there is concern
about the elevated haircuts -- in some cases
going up to 95 per cent.

The NCLT (National Company Law Tribunal)
proves to be the choke point. It is the backbone
of the IBC, but lamentably is starved of infra-
structure and over 50 per cent (34 out of 63) of
NCLT benches were bereft of regular judges.
Over 13,170 cases involving distressed debt of
Rs 9.2 lakh crore are languishing with the NCLT.
Even the parliamentary committee has rightly
expressed indignation onalarge number of po-
sitions left vacant. This lack of adequate infra-
structure, coupled with the poor quality of its
decisions, has proved to be the IBC's Achilles'
heel. We need judicial reforms for early and fi-
nal resolutions.

Forty-seven per cent of the cases referred
to the IBC, representing over 1,349 cases, have
been ordered for liquidation. Over 70 per cent
of these cases were languishing at the now-de-
funct BIFR for years and decades. Against the
aggregate claims of the creditors of about Rs
6.9 lakh crore, the liquidation value was esti-
mated at a paltry Rs 0.49 lakh crore. Lenders
and regulators need to address thisissue of de-
layed recognition and resolution. Perhaps, in-
centives to lenders for more flexible provision-
ing requirements would encourage them to
recognise early. Business stress and/or finan-
cial stress needs to be recognised even prior to
regulatory norms on NPA classification.

The tendency to make decisions on the ba-
sis of first available information is called “an-
choringbias”. The first available informationin
bidding for distressed assets is the cost of ac-
quisition to ARCs. In the case of the IBC process,
itisthe liquidation value by IBBI valuers. As per
reports, distressed assets that are fully provided

Over the last three decades,
there have been several
institutional and policy
measures to resolve the bad
debts. Institutional measures
include Lokadalat, DRT
(Debt Recovery Tribunal,
1993), SARFAESI
(Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement,
2002). But the resolution is
ameasly 6.2 per cent, 4.1 per
cent and 26.7 per cent for
Lokadalat, DRT and
SARFAESI respectively.

CR Sasikumar

for may be taken over by NARCL at 20 per cent.
This low cost of acquisition would suffer from
the anchor effect and bias. Potential bidders
would quote prices nearer to this anchor. This
wasobserved in the IBCbidding process where,
in many cases, the quoted prices were close to
the liquidation value.

Nobel Laureate Daniel Kahneman has ar-
gued that “the anchoring effect is not [a] labo-
ratory curiosity. It can be just as strong in the
real world” “When people face a difficult situ-
ation they clutch at straw[s] and that straw is
[the] anchor straw”. This may be mitigated by
“opposite thinking”. He suggests a three-step
process to mitigate anchor bias: One, acknowl-
edge the bias; two, seek more and new sources
ofinformation, and three, drop your anchor on
the basis of new information. Valuation is a
highly contested issue.

TheIBChas made considerable progressin
bringing about behavioural change in errant
and wilful defaulters by forbidding them to take
back distressed assets. The NARC should up-
hold this principle, notdilute it. Otherwise, the
credit culture suffers. Second, it should have a
sunset clause of three to five years. This will
avoid the perpetuation of moral hazard and
also encourage expeditious resolution. Third,
anchor bias needs to be mitigated by better ex-
trinsic value discovery. Fourth, it should avoid
selling to other ARCs.

The NARCL is a welcome initiative. But no
number of resolution and recovery tools and
frameworks can address the fundamental
problem of accumulation of elevated and re-
curring NPA generation. Prevention of the accu-
mulation of NPAs (below 2 per cent)is critical.

The RBI has recently released (November
2)areport on the working of ARCs. The report
vindicates our argument that the performance
of ARCs is “lacklustre”. The draft report, invit-
ing comments from the public, makes 42 rec-
ommendations to improve the performance
of ARCs. This article incidentally makes an effort
toidentify some constraints and offer solutions
to improve the performance of ARCs.

Rangarajan is former chairman of the Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister and
former Governor, RBI and Sambamurthy is

former Director and CEO, IDRBT

The push US-India trade needs

Deeper business ties are crucial to post-Covid economic recovery

NISHA BISwWAL

OVER THE PAST two decades, the partnership
between the world's two largest democracies
and free-market societies has strengthened
tremendously. From strategic cooperation to
our deepening people-to-people ties, the gains
have been impressive.

Inthattime, trade and investment volumes
between the United States and India have also
experienced enormous growth but stilllag be-
hind our deepening strategic and cultural align-
ment. As the US-India Trade Policy Forum be-
gins, it is critical to address this shortfall. The
current stakes for a growing economic part-
nership have never been greater as we experi-
enceavolatileand uneven global economicre-
covery from the pandemic.

Along with other countries, the US is try-
ing to navigate aboomin consumer spending,
tame inflationary pressures, and align global
supply chains with broader strategic objectives.
Expanding trade can reduce consumer prices
and putits economic recovery onamore stable
footing.

Atthe same time, Indiais trying to move up
value chains and reach ambitious development
targets. The aimis to grow toa$-5 trillion econ-
omy by 2025, become a hub for high-techman-
ufacturing, and install 500 GW of renewable
energy by 2030 — goals that can only be
achieved with US capital and investment, and
continued access to the American market.

Prior to the start of the US-India Trade Policy

Forum, the US Chamber of Commerce called
for urgent action to enhance the commercial
relationship and lay the groundwork for an
eventual comprehensive bilateral trade agree-
ment. With flexibility and a commitment to
keep the bigger picture in mind, progress to-
ward these goals can be achieved.

On India’s side, there is already a positive
momentum in the economic partnership to
build on —recent moves to raise FDI capsin key
sectors and the repeal of the retroactive tax law
have boosted investor confidence and stoked
optimism on India’s liberalisation path. The
Indian government has signalled its dedication
toreform and has expressly supported a trade
deal with the US — awelcome and historic de-
velopment. However, some harmful legacy
policies have persisted and intensified during
the pandemic, with the government imple-
menting unpredictable tariffs and regulatory
regimes targeting foreign firms.

The Biden administration, having not yet
offered a full-throated global trade policy, sig-
nalled a narrower focus on these legacy trade
irritants ahead of the TPE. The White House has
called repeatedly for democracies to come to-
gether in this era of strategic competition.

As the first US-India TPF in over four years
begins, neither of these starting pointsis likely
to culminate in the broad trade deal for which
we have long advocated. However, both gov-
ernments can make real progress by pursuing

negotiations on two parallel tracks: One dedi-
cated toremoving and resolving longstanding
irritants and disputes, and the other focused
on building a 21st-century trade framework
that can bring together the best of both coun-
tries, starting with the key sectors that are driv-
ing growth and innovation across the economic
corridor.

US-India cooperationin the healthcare sec-
tor stands to be one of the most impactful areas
for our countries and the global health archi-
tecture. As our two countries emerge from the
global pandemic, this is a unique moment to
form a health initiative that removes barriers
tothe Indian market that harm both American
workers and Indian patients. To facilitate
growth in the sector and drive investment in
research and development, it is essential that
the governments embrace market-based ap-
proaches on innovative medical products, en-
sure that public procurement policies do not
discriminate against foreign firms, and align
regulatory structures to speed the approval of
medical devices and pharmaceuticals so that
critical and lifesaving therapies can get to the
market faster.

To promote further growth in the digital
sphere, which represents over $100 billion of
bilateral trade, we must address several foun-
dational issues, such as the digital service tax,
cross-border data flows and common cellular
standards. It's important that on the digital

services tax, India accords with emerging global
agreements that will accelerate trade.

Similarly, itis important that India and the
US come toacommon ground on 5G standards
so that the world’s democracies can operate in
anintegrated telecommunications ecosystem.
New data regulations should also facilitate the
flow of information and respect internation-
ally recognised intellectual property rights that
serve as the cornerstone for innovation world-
wide.

Progress on these fronts can address some
of our current economic maladies and create
the momentum and goodwill to begin to re-
move theimpediments toa bilateral trade deal
— one that can facilitate the movement of the
goods, services, technology, talent, and capital
necessary to fortify the world against climate
disruption, prepare it for future pandemics,and
build an economy ready for the challenges of
the 21st century.

Among the Biden administration’s most
urgent initiatives is proving that democracies
can come together in this period of geopolitical
flux. Strengthening trade and investment ties
through a reimagined US-India Trade Policy
Forum s a great place to start.

Thewriter is president, US-India Business
Council and Senior Vice President,
International Strategy, Global Initiatives and
South Asia, US Chamber of Commerce

Just not cricket

Kashmiri students have become soft targets.
Arbitrary sedition and UAPA cases against
them must be withdrawn

NASIR KHUEHAMI

IN AGRA, THREE Kashmiri students were
arrested by the police after alocal BJP ac-
tivist filed a complaint accusing them of
raising anti-India slogans post the India-
Pakistan cricket match on October 24.
When they were brought to the court in
Agra, right-wing activists and local
lawyers roughed them up inside the
court premises. It was declared that no
lawyer of the bar association will plead
their case. Unfortunately, efforts were
made to use the three Kashmiri students
as scapegoats for larger political gains,
considering that the high-stake UP as-
sembly election is round the corner.

Booking these Kashmiri students un-
der the stringent sedition law over their
WhatsApp status is arbitrary and unwar-
ranted. College authorities have made it
clear that the trio had only uploaded con-
gratulatory WhatsApp status. But right-
wing activists accused the students of
raising provocative slogans, which the
college authorities have since termed as
baseless. The police, paying no heed to
“facts” and the official version of the col-
lege, went ahead and booked the three
students under the sedition charges.

A former Supreme Court judge,
Deepak Gupta recently remarked that
cheering for any team or player is not
sedition and it’s ridiculous to think it is
so. It may be offensive but it is not illegal
in any way. He said that there is no place
for sedition in a civilised democracy. In a
country that houses the biggest temple
of democracy, support for a particular
team should never be tagged to some-
one’s political opinion. Every sport is in
its inherent capacity neutral and devoid
of political inclination. It was a display of
sportsmanship by Indian captain Virat
Kohli when he reached out to his
Pakistani counterpart Babar Azam and
hugged him. By giving credit to his oppo-
nent and standing by his teammate
Mohammed Shami, Kohli taught us an
important aspect of sports.

Despite all these messages, Kashmiri
students were attacked and roughed up
at a few colleges in India after the World
T20 match. The message is clear: Sport is
no more sport but a means to enforce na-
tionalism. All three families whose sons
were arrested belong to marginalised
communities and do not have the re-
sources to travel to Agra. Two families
even find it hard to meet their daily ex-
penses. One of the students is an orphan.
He could pursue studies only because of
the PMSSS scholarship.

When the Agra lawyers’ association
declined to provide legal help to Kashmiri

plead their case. Delhi-based lawyer and
activist Tamanna Pankaj called us and as-
sured us help through the Association for
Protection of Civil Rights (APCR). Later,
Madhuvan Chaturvedi agreed to defend
the students in court.

Twelve students were reportedly as-
saulted in BGIET Sangrur, Punjab and four
students in Mohali after the India-
Pakistan T20. Dozens of students al-
legedly barged into their hostel rooms
and thrashed them. In Chikkaballapur,
Karnataka, members of the Congress stu-
dent wing, NSUJ, filed a complaint against
Kashmiri students for posting a congrat-
ulatory message after the India-Pakistan
match.

Slapping students with UAPA charges
is harsh punishment. It will ruin their fu-
tures and further alienate them. No doubt
they raised slogans that hurt the senti-
ments and emotions of people, which is
not a justifiable act, but charging them
under UAPA is excessive and ruins their
careers. Students who go to other states of
the country do so for pursuing studies se-
riously. They have nothing to do with pol-
itics. In fact, those trying to give political
or religious colour to the students study-
ing outside Jammu and Kashmir are dam-
aging the fabric of the country. Many in-
stitutions in the country claim zero
tolerance against discrimination on the
basis of region and religion. However,
these institutions rarely stand up for
Kashmiri students. Inside many institu-
tions, students are often discriminated
against or assaulted on the basis of their
regional identity. There are vested inter-
ests who spread hate, bigotry and narrow
mindedness against Kashmiri students,
which has turned them into soft targets.
The vilification of the Kashmiri is orches-
trated by some media houses and is con-
tinued on the ground by anti-social ele-
ments, including in campuses.

We must respect everyone’s senti-
ments and restrain from hurting the sen-
timents of others. But roughing up stu-
dents for supporting a particular team
goes against the spirit of the game. We
understand that fans are emotionally
connected to the sport but beating up
Kashmiri students can’t help us to change
the results of the game.

We hope that in the larger interest of
the country, a large-hearted approach
would be taken towards the students
booked for sedition in Agra — the cases
against them should be withdrawn. They
made a mistake, no doubt, but we hope
they will be allowed to return to studies.
If students make a mistake, including rais-
ing controversial slogans, we need to
reach outand counsel them instead of act-
ing harshly against them. The government
should give them a chance to restore their
faith in the ethical standing and fairness
of the Indian Constitution. The govern-
ment should also take measures to ensure
that the relationship between Kashmiri
students and others remains cordial.

The writer is national spokesperson of J&K

students, we moved to other places to Students Association
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
PEOPLE MATTER blessing in disguise.
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The Y G Chouksey, Pune
facade cracks’ (IE, November 20). It
has now become clear that in a par- GU] ARAT’S DIET

liamentary democracy, while the in-
stitution of Parliament might be hi-
jacked by the ruling executive, it is
ultimately the voice of the people that
is paramount and it is not always fea-
sible to bulldoze unpopular legisla-
tion. This is not to say that there was
nothing good about the intended re-
forms under the farm laws, rather the
fact that before the enactment of any
new legislation, all the concerned
stakeholders must be invited to the
negotiating table in order to adum-
brate more holistic legislation for de-
liberation by the legislature. In this
regard, the most penitent apology by
any government is an avowal to scup-
per and stymie the tyrannical tenden-
cies within itself.

Vinay Saroha, Delhi

FUTURE UNCERTAIN

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Step
back & forward’ (IE, November 21). It
is a paradox that the Prime Minister
had to apologise to the nation about
the farm laws even when according
to several Indian and foreign experts,
they were in the interest of small
farmers. This is a big blow to the
growing overconfidence (not arro-
gance) of the PM about the accuracy
and acceptance of his decisions by
the masses. If this setback inspires
him to be a bit more receptive to peo-
ple’s real opinions and go for build-
ing consensus on controversial is-
sues, this blow may become a

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Gujarat:
Myth of a vegetarian state’ (IE 21
November). The current dispensation
in the state appears to be identifying
non-vegetarianism with religion, and
not with any concerns over its health
effects. The state must remember that
choice of food is integral to the right
to life, as laid down in the
Constitution, and attempts to make
forcible changes to people’s food
habits would be unconstitutional.
Hemant Contractor, Pune

BAD PRECEDENT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Not in
publicinterest’ (IE, November 19). The
NDA government’s blatant extension
of the present tenure of two years
both for the ED and CBI directors to a
maximum of five years through ordi-
nances underlines its preference for
their continuation — for whatever
purpose — and not the publicinterest.
For the same reason, the govern-
ment’s so-called right to adopt an ex-
treme step has no takers. Such arro-
gance when the ruling party has a
brute majority in the Lok Sabha is a
sign of the times. But even such arro-
gance can be short-lived as is evident
from PM Narendra Modi’s cancella-
tion of three farm bills under the kisan
unions’ unrelenting pressure. Perhaps
political parties should learn from
their persistence.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

New Delhi



10

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,NOVEMBER 22,2021

EXPRESS NETWORK

L-G Sinha must
apologise to
Hyderpora
victims, says
Mehbooba

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 21

PDP CHIEF Mehbooba Mufti led
a protest march to Raj Bhawan
on Sunday, demanding an apol-
ogy from Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha over last week’s encounter
in Srinagar’s Hyderpora, in
which four people were killed.

The protesters alsodemanded
ajudicial probe into the incident
and the return of the body of the
third person killed in the incident.

The J&K administration has
already announced a magisterial
probe into the incident.

“Since L-G Sinha is the head
of the unified command, he
should seek a apology from the
families of the victims,” Mulfti
told reporters on Sunday outside
Raj Bhawan. “He (Lt Governor
Sinha)will need to seek an apol-
ogy from the people of Kashmir.”

Demanding a judicial probe,
Mufti said, “They [administra-
tion] will have to take back the
allegations that they [deceased]
were militants, over ground mil-
itants and hybrid militants.”

After the encounter, police
said building owner
Mohammad Altaf Bhat was a
militant associate, and the next
day, they said another civilian, Dr
Mudasir Gul, was an over ground
militant worker. The police also
claimed that Amir, a resident of
Ramban in Jammu, was a hybrid
militant. The families of all the
three deceased have rejected the
police’s claims.

While the police said that the
fourth persons killed in the gun-
fight was a Pakistani militant,
Mufti questioned the statement.
“We have doubts if there was any
militant (inside). We haven't seen
any body. Was a militant really
there? Whether the militant was
there or not, there is a big ques-
tion,” she added. Hitting out at
the administration, Mufti said
they had banned all forms of dis-
sentin the UT. “They have taken
out the funeral of democracy...
They don’tallow anybody to talk,
anybody to protest,” she said.

Meghalaya CM
says youth must
cross Hindi
‘language barrier’
to get jobs

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

Uttarakhand polls: Kejriwal
promises free pllgrlmage scheme

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN,NOVEMBER 21

AAP CHIEF Arvind Kejriwal
Sunday promised a free pilgrim-
age scheme for people from dif-
ferent communities in
Uttarakhand if his party comes
to power in next year’s Assembly
elections.

Under the free pilgrimage
scheme, Hindus will be sent to
Ayodhya, Muslims to Ajmer
Sharif and the Sikhs to Kartarpur
Sahib, he announced at a press
conference in Haridwar.

The Delhi Chief Minister also
spoke with auto and taxi drivers
during the day, asking them to
give an opportunity to AAP and
promising they would “forget all
other parties”.

“If an AAP government is
formed in Uttarakhand, just like
Delhi, we will start ‘tirth yatra yo-
jna’ here. The people of
Uttarakhand will get to visit
Ayodhyain complete comfort. For
our Muslim brothers, we will have
a provision of (pilgrimage to) the
Ajmer Sharif Dargah and for our
Sikhbrothers, the Kartarpur Sahib
Gurdwara in Pakistan,” he said.

Kejriwal’s pilgrimage pitch —

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal at a rally in Haridwar. P1I

in place in Delhi as the
‘Mukhyamantri Tirth Yatra
Scheme’ —is one he hasmadein
other poll-bound states as well.
The auto driver outreach is also
aleaf out of his Delhi playbook.
He said on Sunday: “Ours is
the first party which promises to
make both your life and afterlife
better... I recently went to
Ayodhya to visit Ram Lalla. While
coming outside I prayed to God
tomake me able to ensure every
personin the country gets to visit
Ram Lalla. In Delhi we are run-
ning Mukhyamantri Tirth Yatra
Yojna under which the elders in

Delhi are given the facility of tirth
yatra free of cost. There is alist of
12 pilgrims and so far 36,000
people have taken advantage of
the same.”

He attacked both the
Congress and BJP and said AAP
doesn't seeitself between the two
parties but among the people.

“In 2020, 1 had asked the peo-
ple of Delhi to not vote for me if
they felt I hadn't done work.
Nobody dares to say this before
polls. Today I ask you to give us
an opportunity, you'll then stop
voting for other parties,” said
Kejriwal.

Museums of
PMs likely to be
inaugurated on
Vajpayee’s birth
anniversary

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE MUSEUM of Prime
Ministers, being built at Delhi’s
Teen Murti Estate, is nearing
completion, with sources saying
that the project s likely to be in-
augurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on December 25
- thebirth anniversary of late PM
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

The Rs 270 crore-museum,
which was scheduled be com-
pleted in October 2020, faced re-
peated delays due to pandemic-
related disruptions, and issues
related to civil work and content
curation.

The 10,975-sq m museum
will feature objects and memo-
rabilia from the lives of PMs, in-
cluding some collected from
their families, and employ digi-
tal displays and virtual reality. It
has also been designed to ac-
commodate future Prime
Ministers.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

BJP rakes up halal issue in Kerala, calls
for practice to be banned across state

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 21

THE BJP on Sunday demanded
that the Kerala government ban
halal food and halal boards in
eateries across the state.

The BJP demand comes after
claims emerged on social media
that the Muslim clergy would spit
on food to make it halal. Last
week, former VHP state president
SJ R Kumar had moved the High
Court, alleging that halal-certified
jaggery was used at Sabarimala
temple for preparing prasadam.

Upping the ante on Sunday,
BJP state general secretary P
Sudheer, addressing the media,
claimed that halal is a “social
evil” like triple talaq. “The BJP
does not believe that halalisare-
ligious practice and doesn’t think
thateven Islamic scholars would

BJP, Christian
groups find
common

@ ground

EXPLAINED

AFTER THE “love jihad” is-
sue, the BJP and Christian
groups have found com-
mon ground over the ha-
lalissue. However, this is
unlikely to make a bigger
impactin Kerala, as even
eateries owned by non-
Muslims sport halal
boards, and products
manufactured by non-
Muslims are given halal
stamps as part of enhanc-
ing business interests.

back it. By giving a religious
facade for halal, extremist organ-
isations are trying to implement
a communal agenda in Kerala

society,” he said. Claiming that
there is a sudden spurt in halal
boards in the state, Sudheer said,
“If this is being done on behalf of
the religion, scholars should be
ready to rectify it.”

Backing Sudheer, BJP state
president K Surendran said in
Kozhikode that the “halal phe-
nomenon” in Kerala is “neither
accidental nor innocent”.

“Certainreligious extremists
are behind promoting halal cul-
ture. Those forces want to divide
people of Kerala and foment ten-
sion in society. There is a clear
agenda behind spreading halal
culture,” Surendran said.

PCGeorge,aformer leader of
regional Christian party Kerala
Congress (M), also joined the is-
sue. An ex-legislator, George,
who had invited the wrath of
Muslim organisations over his
anti-community comments in
the recent past, on Sunday

claimed that halal food is part of
religious fundamentalism.

“Spitting on food is manda-
tory for Muslims. While knead-
ing the dough, they would spit
on it three times. The prasadam
at Sabarimala should not be used
as halal jaggery is used for mak-
ingit,” he told Christian TV chan-
nel Shekinah TV.

Meanwhile, state BJP
spokesman Sandeep G Varier,
who had earlier appealed for
calm and said that Hindus,
Muslims and Christians cannot
live by “imposing economic siege
against one another”, appeared
to have changed his tune Sunday
after party leaders said his obser-
vations would be looked into.

“Ihave made a personal com-
ment on the issue... But the me-
dia wanted to distort it as an
anti-party stand.lam withdraw-
ing it as a disciplined party
worker,” Varier said.

Religion failed them, caste failed them, courts
cannot: Devdutt on same-sex marriage

SONALGUPTA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

MEGHALAYA CHIEF Minister
Conrad Sangma on Sunday ex-
horted the state’s youth to learn
Hindi to be able to “cross the lan-
guage barrier” and get employed
in other parts of India, lament-
ing that Hindi does not get the
attention that it deserves in
many Northeast Indian states.

Speaking at the inauguration
of a new building of the Shillong
centre of the Central Institute of
Hindi, Sangma said in Hindi, “In
many states in the Northeast,
Hindi does not get adequate at-
tention... As long as we are not
able to cross the language barrier,
employment will be a problem...
Hindi will put you (the youth) in
an advantageous position.”

Sangma, whose National
People's Party which is a part of
the BJP-led North East
Democratic Alliance, also re-
quested the Centre to include
Garo and Khasi languages in the
Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution. Describing local
languages as the “identity” of the
people of the region, he pitched
for the use of technology for the
preservation of local languages.

Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, who was
also present at the occasion, said,
“What do the youth need?
Pride? Self-esteem? For that, one
needs to be economically inde-
pendent, which comes with a
jobthat needs a person to under-
stand things.”

He added that the National
Education Policy, 2020 lays stress
on the mother tongue and
Indian languages.

Sangma’s comments on
Hindi come days after Mizoram
Chief Minister Zoramthanga
wrote to Home Minister Amit
Shah, requesting a Mizo-speak-
ing chief secretary, asserting that
the state's top bureaucrat will
not be efficient without a work-
ing knowledge of Mizo.

“IBELIEVE that the court exists to
enable people to love,” asserted
author, illustrator and mytholo-
gist Devdutt Pattanaik as he
championed the cause of same-
sex marriage and argued that
Hindu culture must be under-
stood from beyond the lenses of
the Left and the Right.

In an Instagram conversation
with InUth Editor Premankur
Biswas, Pattanaik said: “The courts
havetoallow the LGBTQ+ children
to settle. Religion failed them,
castes failed them, but the courts
cannot fail them. Change cannot
happen overnight, but the court
must kick-start the process.”

On the Delhi High Court’s
forthcoming hearing on the
recognition of same-sex marriage
following the reading down of

Devdutt Pattanaik

Section 377, Pattanaik asked: “Ifa
young man wants tospend his life
with another man and wants to
pass on his property to that man,
why would the court have a prob-
lem with that? Are they against
people's freedom?”

“The government of India is
saying that love doesn't matter,
only men and women can marry.
If you have sex outside of mar-
riage, that'salsoa problem. But to
agay and lesbian couple, it's say-

ing, ‘you can have sex but you can-
not marry’. That's a very weird
idea. You're basically saying that
these human beings can have a
sexual relationship and not a lov-
ing, social relationship,” he added.

The Centre has raised objec-
tions to same-sex marriage stat-
ing that marriage in India neces-
sarily depends upon “age-old
customs, rituals, practices, cultural
ethos and societal values”.

However, Pattanaik in his re-
cently launched book, Marriage:
100 Stories Around India’s Favourite
Ritual,looks at the fluidity of mar-
riage and the concept of family in
Hindu scriptures and folklore.

Forinstance, there’sa single fa-
ther, Rishi Kaanva adopting
Shakuntala, or the six Kritikas rais-
ing Kartikeya.

“Thefactis, Indians are used to
seeing diverse ways in which the
gods are talking to us. They're not
following heteronormative princi-

ples at all. They're not following
patriarchal systems in ritual con-
texts,” Pattanaik says.

“Boththe Leftand the Right try
to pigeonhole Hinduism into a
very strange thing. The Left will
only look at it through a lens of
caste. The Right will only lookat it
through the lens of Brahminical
supremacy. These are very limited
ways of understanding
Hinduism,” Pattanaik argued.

Giving examples of the amal-
gamation of different ritualsintoa
marriage ceremony, such as the
mangalsutra from South India, the
sindoor from the Harappa,and the
saptapadi from the Vedas,
Pattanaik, said: “The unique thing
about Hindu culture is that you
will never find standardisation. It's
always customised to the con-
text.”Headded: “So, if the culture
is diverse and dynamic, the law
also should be diverse and
dynamic.”

MP: Dalit man’s hand
hacked off after
payment dispute

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, NOVEMBER 21

A 45-YEAR-OLD Dalit construc-
tion worker's hand was hacked off
withasword in Dolmou village of
Madhya Pradesh’s Rewa district
on Saturday, allegedly by a man
who owed him money for work,
police said.

The accused, Ganesh Mishra,
has been arrested and charged
with attempted murder and pro-
visions of the SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act. The victim is ad-
mitted in hospital in Rewa, and
the limb has been reattached to
his body. It is not immediately
clearifit can be used again.

Around 11.30amon Saturday;,
the victim, Ashok Saket, had an ar-
gument with Ganesh over a pay-
mentdispute at the latter’s house
in the village, some 60 km from
the Rewa district headquarters.

Ashok's brother Shivakumar
Saket said Ashok had erected
some pillars and beams at the
house for which he was owed
around Rs 15,000. Of this, Ganesh
had paid him only around Rs
6,000, Shivakumar said.

According to Shivakumar,
Ganeshrang Ashokaround 11 am
and asked him to come and take
his money. Ashok went immedi-
ately, taking along a co-worker,
Satyendra Saket.

“They met Ganesh Mishra in
his house, where they measured
the workdone, butaheated argu-

ment broke out over the area con-
structed and the amount due.
Mishra asked my brother to wait
while he got the money, but in-
stead returned with a sword
which he swung at my brother's
neck. My brother raised his left
hand to protect himself, and the
sword chopped it off entirely,”
Shivakumar said.

Satyendra and Ashok man-
aged to flee on their motorcycle.
The family met them midway,
and took them to the police sta-
tionina hired vehicle. Fromthere,
they went toa primary healthcare
centre,and were subsequently re-
ferred to Sanjay Gandhi Memorial
Hospital in Rewa city.

Rewa SP Naveen Bhasin told
The Indian Express, “Soon after I
was informed by SDOP P S Paraste,
we constituted four teams, one of
whichwas sentto the scene of the
crime, and the others after the
perpetrators.”

At the spot, the team led by
SDOP Paraste began searching for
the severed limb, with an ambu-
lance standing by torushit to hos-
pital. “Theaccused Ganesh Mishra
was living in a house he was get-
ting builtamidst his fields. The ar-
gument broke out over how the
work done on the pillarand beam
should be measured. He (Mishra)
kept swords and lathis in the
house,” Paraste said.

The severed armwas found in
a field of black gram. “While
Ganesh Mishra packed, took some
money, and escaped on his mo-

TN cop killed by ‘goat
thieves’ he was chasing

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER 21

A SPECIAL sub-inspector of the
Tamil Nadu Police was killed by
alleged goat thieves near
Tiruchirappalliin the early hours
on Sunday, police said.

According to police, the de-
ceased police officer, S
Boominathan (50), was chasing
two goat thieves on his motorcy-
cle after escaped from a check-
post. He intercepted them at
Palathupatti village in Pudukottai
and they attacked him with a
machete, police sources said.

A senior police officer at the
state police headquarters said
there were several reports of cat-
tle theft from the area recently.

“When Boominathan'’s pa-
trolling team spotted two men

onamotorbike carryinga goatin
the middle of the night, they
asked them to stop the bike but
the duo managed to escape.
Boominathan started chasing
them on his own motorbike...
Boominathan managed to stop
the duo at Palathupatti village in
Pudukottai. Soon after he
stopped them, one of them took
outamachete, which was hidden
in his clothes, and attacked him
[Bhoominathan]. He suffered a
deep wound on his head leading
to severe bleeding,” police said,
adding that Bhoominathan suc-
cumbed to his injuries by the
time the team arrived at the spot.
Chief Minister M K Stalin
condoled the death and an-
nounced Rs 1 crore compensa-
tion for Bhoominathan's family
and assured a government job
for one of the family members.

Punjabi folk singer
Gurmeet Bawa dies at 77

Ludhiana: Renowned Punjabi
folk singer Gurmeet Bawa, pop-
ularly known as ‘lambi hek di
Mallika’, died Sunday at an
Amritsar hospital. She was 77.
Among the first women
artistes to perform on
Doordarshan, Bawa was best
known for her 45-second hek
(the alaap during the opening of
asong) — considered the longest
ever by any Punjabi folk singer.
During her career, Gurmeet
Bawa received many accolades

including the State Award by the
Punjab government, Sangeet
Puraskar by the Punjab Natak
Akademi, the national Devi
Ahilya Award by the Madhya
Pradesh government and the
Shiromani Gayika Award by the
Punjabi Language Department.

Punjab Governor Banwarilal
Purohit expressed condolences
over her demise. “The deathof the
Nightingale of Punjab is a great
loss to Punjab and Punjabi folk
lovers worldwide,” he said. ENS

torcycle, two of his brothers
picked up Ashok's arm and the
sword, and threw them in the
fields,” Paraste said.

By then, police had reached
members of Ganesh's family, in-
cluding his brother Ratnesh
Mishraand cousin Krishna Kumar
Mishra, who had helped him to
clean up the blood, get rid of his
bloodstained clothes,and dispose
of Ashok’s severed arm.

Ganesh himself was nabbed
by the end of the day, police track-
ing him down based on informa-
tion provided by his father,
Raghuvendra Mishra, who works
with the local district administra-
tion,and is preparing to contest the
upcoming panchayat elections.

Ganesh, Ratnesh, and Krishna
have been booked under IPC
Sections 307 (attempt to murder)
and 201 (causing disappearence
of evidence of offence), the Arms
Act,and the SC/ST Act.

Doctors at Sanjay Gandhi
Memorial Hospital performed an
over-two-hour surgery toreattach
Ashok'sarm. ChiefMedical Health
Officer Dr Atul Singh said, “The
success of such surgery depends
on how soon and in what condi-
tion the severed organ was
broughtin,and whether the body
accepts it after the surgery... We
immediately cleaned itand began
the surgery. Considerable blood
was lost, but the surgery was suc-
cessful. We will be able to say
whether the arm is working after
four-odd days."

MP to bring
in police
commissioner
system for

Bhopal, Indore

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER 21

MADHYA PRADESH will imple-
ment the police commissioner-
ate systemin Bhopal and Indore,
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan announced on Sunday,
saying the move will benefit se-
curity forces better maintain law
and order in the two cities.
“Police is doing a good job...
But the population of cities is ex-
panding... Thereby new prob-
lems of law and order and ad-
ministration is coming up. For
their resolution and for control
on crime, we have decided toim-
plement the police commis-
sioner system in Bhopal and
Indore,” Chouhan said.
Currently, responsibilities are
divided between the district
magistrate and the
Superintendent of Police. The DM
issues arrest warrants and li-
cences,and the SPdirects investi-
gation for crimes and the arrests.
With this change, a police
commissioner will have the
combined responsibility of
policing as well as magisterial
powers. The commissioner also
directly reports to the state gov-
ernment, instead of the district
administration.
There are presently 65 com-
missionerates functioning in the
country.

Bungalow construction in Old Goa heritage site triggers protests

MAYURA JANWALKAR
PANAJI,NOVEMBER 21

AN ONGOING agitation against
the allegedly illegal construction
of a bungalow in a heritage
precinctat Old Goareached anew
high on Sunday when thousands
gathered outside the St Cajetan
Church demanding that the struc-
ture be torn down.

While agitations have been
held before against the construc-
tion, Sunday’s gathering was the
largest so far. About 1,500 chairs
set up at the protest venue were
filled while hundreds of others
stood in solidarity of conserving
the heritage precinct. Several
speakers - historians and archi-
tectsamong them-addressed the
crowd. Among the listeners were
residents of Old Goa, students,
professionals and political leaders
and workers from the Congress

and the Trinamool Congress.

The Save Old Goa Action
Committee (SOGCA) has already
moved the Supreme Court over
the permissions granted for the
bungalow’s construction.

Historian Prajal Sakhardande,
who was among those who ad-
dressed the crowd, said that while
the state’s natural heritage was al-
ready at stake, the construction of
the bungalow ina UNESCO world
heritage precinct was an affront to
Goa's heritage structures as well.

“The construction of thisbun-
galowviolates all heritage norms.
Even if they may have obtained
permissions for it, these permis-
sions were obtained by dubious
means,” Sakhardande told The
Indian Express.

“The Church was instrumen-
tal for the large turnout we saw to-
day.The church gaveaclarion call
forall to turnup in support. There
are seven world heritage churches

The protest on Sunday outside St Cajetan Church in Old Goa
against the construction of the bungalow at the heritage
site. A part of the land on which the bungalow is being built
was sold to Manish Munot, husband of BJP spokesperson
Shaina NC, in 2015. Express

in Old Goa and this movement is
to protect our heritage and itis not
atall political,” he said.

The bungalow is being con-
structed in Ella village under

Tiswadi taluka and a part of the
land was sold to Mumbai-based
developer Manish Munot, hus-
band of BJP spokesperson Shaina
NC,in 2015.The SOGCA, iniits let-

ter to Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant in September, said, “This
isa case of gross misuse of power
by the State Government to favour
apowerful and influential party.”

Munot, had said in September
that he had pulled out of the proj-
ect. Shaina had also earlier said
she had no part in the develop-
ment of the property. She was not
available for comment on Sunday.

Goa BJP president Sadanand
Tanavde said: “We have nothing
todo with this issue. I wish to say
nothing about this. This is some-
body’s personal issue, a local is-
sue... if tomorrow someone finds
thisillegal, letthem demolishit...”

Activists who were a part of
the protest on Sunday however,
said that even though Munot had
pulled out of the project, the con-
struction continued. “This con-
struction will setabad precedent.
It willlead to more concrete struc-
tures in heritage precincts. It has

New Delhi

to go,” said Sakhardande.

The SOGCA, has stated in its
petition before the Supreme Court
thatthe bungalow was being con-
structed on land that was divided
into two parts. By sale deeds exe-
cuted on May 8,2015,a 2,400 sq
mtpartoftheland was sold toone
Suvarna Lotlikar and another part
0f9,500 sq mt was sold to Munot.

They have contended that
while the Archeological Survey of
India’s (ASI) Goa circle had found
that Lotlikar had submitted pho-
tosof astructure in Pernem, North
Goa while seeking an NOC to re-
pair the structure in Old Goa, the
ASI headquartersin Delhi granted
permission for repair — before the
Goacircle’sreport was submitted
- inFebruary 2020 stating that re-
pair should be carried out in con-
sultation with the ASI Goa Circle.

Architect Tahir Noronha, who
also addressed Sunday’s protest,
administered a pledge to the

crowd. “I pledge that until the il-
legal structure at Old Goa is de-
molished,and the TCP[Townand
Country Planning] department
draws the protected area, buffer
zonesonregional planat Old Goa,
I will not vote for any candidate
put forth by the ruling party...”

GoaCongress president Girish
Chodankar, whoalsoattended the
protest, said, “We are committed
to stop illegalities at Old Goa and
will always remain with the peo-
ple to protect the Holy Precinct.”

The protesters also held plac-
ards against ‘Nhaal’, Konkani for
coconut — the symbol of the Goa
Forward Party (GFP). They
claimed Lotlikar is the wife of for-
mer GFP treasurer Suraj Lotlikar.
“After it was brought tomy notice,
I have removed him. He is no
longer amember of our party. We
are being targeted because of the
election,” said GFP president Vijai
Sardesai.
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TELLING NUMBERS

ANEW STUDY has mapped young chil-
dren’ ability, by age, to laugh and make
jokes. Using data involving nearly 700
children from birth to 4 years of age,
from around the world, the findings
identify the earliest age when humour
emerges, and how it typically builds in
the first years of life. The study, led by
University of Bristol researchers, has
been published in the journal Behavior
Research Methods.

The research team created a 20-
question Early Humour Survey (EHS)
and asked the parents of 671 children,
aged 0 to 47 months from the UK, US,
Australia, and Canada, to complete a
five-minute survey about their child’s
humour development.

Among the findings, as described in
a press release from the University of
Bristol:

1MONTH

The earliest reported age that some
children appreciated humour. An esti-
mated 50% appreciated humour by 2
months,and 50% produced humour by
11 months. Once children produced hu-
mour, they did so often, with half of chil-
dren having joked in the last 3 hours.

21

Number of different types of hu-
mour identified in the children sur-
veyed. Children under 1 appreciated
physical, visual and auditory forms of
humour — hide and reveal games, tick-
ling, funny faces, bodily humour (e.g.,
putting your head through your legs),

The emergence of humour
in children, mapped by age

and funny voices, the release said.

1-YEAR-OLDS

humour thatinvolved getting a reaction
from others. This included teasing,
showing hidden body parts (eg, taking
off clothes), scaring others, and taboo
topics (eg, toilet humour).

2-YEAR-OLDS

development, including mislabelling,
playing with concepts (eg, dogs say
moo),and nonsense words. Childrenin
this group were also found toappreciate
making fun of others and aggressive hu-
mour (eg, pushing someone).

3-YEAR-OLDS

cial rules (eg, saying naughty words to
be funny), and showed the beginnings
of understanding tricks and puns.

lead author Dr Elena Hoicka as saying:
“Our results highlight that humour is
a complex, developing process in the
first four years of life. Givenits univer-
sality and importance in so many as-
pects of children’s and adults’ lives, it
is important that we develop tools to
determine how humour first develops
so that we can further understand not
only the emergence of humour itself,
but how humour may help young
children function cognitively, socially,
and in terms of mental health.”

They appreciated several types of

Their humour reflected language

They were found to play with so-

The University of Bristol quoted

Source: University of Bristol

TH1iS WORD MEANS
CABOTEGRAVIR & RILPIVIRINE

Aninjectible treatment combination for HIV patients,
approved in UK. Why is this significant?

LAST WEEK, the UK's National Institute
for Health and Care Excellence (NICE)
published a draft guidance recommend-
ing the country’s first long-acting in-
jectable treatment for HIV-1 infection in
adults.

The recommended treatment is a
combination of the injections cabote-
gravir (also called Vocabria and made by
Viiv Healthcare) with rilpivirine (also
called Rekambys and made by Janssen).

Oral vs injections

While there is no cure for HIV, in-
fected people can manage the virus with
the help of medication. At the moment,
treatment involves lifelong antiretrovi-
ral tablets that need to be taken every
day. The objective is to keep viral loads
tolevels at which the infection cannot be
detected and transmitted between indi-
viduals.

“Despite scientific advances HIVis still
incurable, but the virus can be controlled
by modern treatment. However, for some
people, having to take daily multi-tablet
regimens can be difficult because of drug-
related side effects, toxicity, and other psy-
chosocialissues such as stigma or changes

in lifestyle,” NICE quoted Meindert
Boysen, deputy chief executive and direc-
tor of the Centre for Health Technology
Assessment at NICE, as saying.

Clinical trials have shown that admin-

istering cabotegravir with rilpivirine is as
effective as oral antiretrovirals at keeping
the viral load low. NICE has recommended
the combination as an option for adults
with HIV-1 infection in those cases when
antiretroviral medicines have kept viral
loads to low levels and there is no evi-
dence of viral resistance.

These injections are to be adminis-

tered separately every two months after
an initial oral tablet lead-in period.

Who benefits

About 13,000 people in England will

be eligible for injectable treatment, ac-
cording to NICE. However, the London
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine
(LSHTM) quoted Professor Alison Grant,
Dean of its Faculty of Infectious and
Tropical Diseases, as saying that the new
guidance is still only a recommendation
and “there is still much to do before clin-
ics can give these injections to patients;
this will take at least several months”.
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Politics of UP expressways

Three successive regimes in UP have focused extensively on building expressways, but these have also
faced delays, political one-upmanship and public protests. As a result, policy and planning have evolved.

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 21

IN UTTAR PRADESH, expressway projects are
so closely intertwined with politics that they
have remained the headline achievement for
three successive regimes.

UP’s expressway network today is 800 km
long, the latest addition being the 341-km
Purvanchal Expressway inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi last week.
Crisscrossing the state from Greater Noida in
the west to Ghazipur near the Bihar border in
the east, the network has been built at a cost
of Rs 50,000 crore over the last 15 years.

Another 900 kmisin the pipeline —longer
if we count proposed extensions.

Anexpressway is a highway project thatis
“access controlled” for high-speed traffic. Entry
and exit points are designated, and a combi-
nation of underpasses, bridges, interchanges
gives high speed but hurdle-free movement.

Early delays, present rush

The first expressway, the Taj Expressway
project (later renamed Yamuna Expressway),
went through a series of regimes before it saw
the light of day. Conceived in 2001 during the
BJPregime under Rajnath Singh, it was planned
and executed during 2007-12 BSP regime un-
der Mayawati — who gave it the new name —
and was finally inaugurated in 2012 by then
CM Akhilesh Yadav of the Samajwadi Party.

This project saw more protests than any
other, including a violent clash between
protesting farmers and police in Bhatta Parsaul
village of Gautam Buddh Nagar in 2011.

Following the experience of the Yamuna
Expressway, Akhilesh Yadav rushed into the
next two expressways. He inaugurated the
Lucknow-Agra Expressway just before the
2017 Assembly polls, at a time whenroadside
amenities were yet to be developed; these
were completed later. Then, he laid the found-
tion stone the Samajwadi Purvanchal
Expressway ina hurry although 90% of the land
was yet to be acquired. Subsequently, the BJP
government under Yogi Adityanath cancelled
the previous bids and renamed the project
Purvanchal Expressway, which his govern-
ment completed and which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurated last week.

The present government is racing against
time to complete the Bundelkhand
Expressway before the 2022 elections are no-
tified. This will have been conceived and con-
structed entirely during the current regime.

How policies evolved

Through different regimes, the state’s poli-
ciesand planning have evolved asit learnt from
every hurdle.

DIRECT LAND ACQUISITION: Having faced
prolonged protests from farmers during con-
struction of the Yamuna Expressway, which
wasgiven to the company Jaypee Infratech, the
government changed its policy and now buys
land directly from farmers. The agreement for
each plot is made individually between the
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amount s transferred to the farmer’s account,
leaving no scope for a unified protest.
CONSTRUCTION IN PACKAGES: Because
of their size, most of these projects were not
feasible for private companies to undertake in-
dependently. The government has evolved a
system of dividing these into six to eight pack-
ages, and issuing separate tenders for each.

Expressways built, planned

“With the completion of Purvanchal
Expressway, Uttar Pradesh now contributes
28% of the expressway network of the coun-
try. Soon Bundelkhand and Gorakhpur Link
Expressways will also be completed, and the
state would have an over 1200-km-long ex-
pressway network,” said Awanish Kumar
Awasthi, CEO of Uttar Pradesh Expressways
Industrial Development Authority.

The first three of the expressways de-
scribed below are already in operation. All
three are of 6 lanes, expandable to 8 lanes.

YAMUNA EXPRESSWAY

Greater Noida to Agra, 165 km

Inaugurated on August 9, 2012 by then CM
Akhilesh Yadav

As described earlier, it was conceived by
the BJP government in 2001, completed by the
BSP government, and inaugurated by the SP
government. During the acquisition process,
farmers felt compensation was not enough
compared to the expected profits of the exe-
cuting company, Jaypee Infratech, which was
offered land parcels along the expressway. The
protests culminated in the Bhatta Parsaul clash.
Using its evolved rehabilitation policy, the BSP
government was able to start work and com-
plete the projectjustaround the 2012 elections.

AGRA-LUCKNOW EXPRESSWAY
Agra Inner Ring Road to Sarosa Bharosa
(Lucknow), 302 km
Inaugurated on November 21, 2016 by

Proposed in 2013, the project initially found
no takers among private players, as there was
no land parcel along the way that could have
compensated for the cost of construction. In
2014, the government decided to develop the
project with its own funds by dividing it into
five packages of 60 km each. The contracts
went separately to PNC Infratech, Afcons
Infrastructure (two packages), Nagarjuna
Construction Company, and Larsen & Toubro.
The Samajwadi Party government claimed to
have completed the project in a record 22
months.

PURVANCHALEXPRESSWAY
Lucknow to Ghazipur, 341 km
Inaugurated on November 16,2021 by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
The idea was initially conceived in 2016,

and the foundation stone was laid by Akhilesh

Yadav in December 2016. However, after the

Yogi Adityanath-led government came to

power in 2017, the earlier tenders were can-

celled and fresh tenders were issued in eight
different packages. The Samajwadi Purvanchal

Expressway was renamed, with some changes

inits alignment. A stretch of it has been devel-

oped forlanding of fighter planes, and the pres-
ent government also plans to developing

Industrial hubs along the expressway.

The following projects are in the works.

BUNDELKHAND EXPRESSWAY

Chitrakoot to Etawah (connecting to
Agra-Lucknow Expressway), 296 km

Foundation stone laid by PM Modi in
February 2020.

The estimated Rs-14,000-crore project has
a deadline of March 2022. This four-lane ex-
pressway is significant for several reasons. It
would connect the underdeveloped

Region. A Defence Corridor has also been
aligned along this project. The government is
racing against time to complete it before the
polls.

GANGA EXPRESSWAY

Phase 1: Meerut to Prayagraj, 594 km;
Phase 2: Tigri to Uttarakhand border, and
Prayagraj to Ballia

Asimilar project had once been conceived
by then CM Mayawati but asits alignment was
planned along the Ganga riverbanks, the proj-
ect was stuck for environmental clearances
and could not proceed. Current CM Yogi
Adityanath has announced a fresh Ganga
Expressway, and land acquisition has already
started.

On Saturday, the State Level Environment
Impact Authority issued environmental clear-
ance to the proposed alignment. The estimated
cost of the project is around Rs 36,230 crore.

GORAKHPURLINKEXPRESSWAY
Azamgarh to Gorakhpur, 91km
BeingbuiltatRs 5,876 crore, it will connect

Gorakhpurand the adjoining Tarairegion with

the recently inaugurated Purvanchal

Expressway, linking the region with the state

capital and the national capital through the ex-

pressway network. Itis being built in two pack-
ages — Gorakhpur to Ambedkarnagar, and
from there to Azamgarh, The government
claims that over 35% of the work is complete.

Industrial hubs

While governments have experimented
with reserving a portion for landing of fighter
planes, its new focus is on developing Industrial
towns along these expressways. “From next
month onwards, work will start on develop-
ment of Industrial Hubs along Purvanchal
Expressway as well,” Awasthi said.

The government is in the process of iden-
tifying industrial hubs and issuing notifications.

Covishield, Covaxin: findings of a large efficacy study

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE,NOVEMBER 21

RESULTS FROM a large study, which includes
the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), indicate that both Covishield and
Covaxin significantly reduce the risk of severe
Covid-19 and against the Delta variantamong
Indians aged 45 years and above. The study,
pending peer review, was published on a
preprint recently.

The findings
The overall effectiveness against severe
Covid was 80% with two doses of Covishield,

and 69% with two doses of Covaxin.

Vaccine effectiveness was highest with a
6-8 week interval between two doses of both
vaccines. However, according to senior author
Dr Manoj Murhekar, Director of ICMR-NIE
(National Institute of Epidemiology), there
were notenough numbers to gauge a 12-week
interval. “The main point here is vaccines are ef-
fective. We do notreally need aboosterimme-
diately as by June this year at least 60% of the
country's population was infected with SARS-
CoV2 and vaccination would have served asa
boost to the immune system,” he said.

Another senior author, Dr Pragya Yadav,
from ICIMR-National Institute of Virology, said
Covaxin and Covishield were effective against

severe Covid-19 during the dominance of Delta
variant in the second wave.

Main author Tarun Bhatnagar from ICMR-
NIE, Chennai, said an escalation of the two-
dose coverage with vaccines is critical to con-
trol the pandemic in the country,

The study

The study was conducted between May
and July 2021 in 11 hospitals. Of 1,073 cases of
severe Covid and 2,264 controls (Covid-nega-
tive individuals), 6% cases and 17% controls re-
ported full vaccination, and 16% cases and 28%
controls reported partial vaccination with
Covishield. The effectiveness of full vaccina-
tion was 80%.

0f887 cases and 1,384 controls, 3.4% cases
and 5.3% controls reported full vaccinationand
16% cases and 28.3% controls reported partial
vaccination with Covaxin. The effectiveness of
full vaccination was 69%.

The study was conducted along with re-
searchers from Amrita Institute of Medical
Sciences, Kochi; Hamdard Institute of Medical
Sciences and Research, New Delhi; AIIMS-
Jodhpur, JSS Medical College, Mysuru;
Government Medical College, Nagpur; SRM
Medical College, Chennai; JIPMER-
Puducherry; Surat Municipal Institute of
Medical Education and Research, AIIMS-New
Delhi, Rishikesh,and Bhubaneswar; and ICMR-
National Institute of Virology, Pune.

Why meat-eating cannot be banned in ‘vegetarian state’ Gujarat

LEENAMISRA
AHMEDABAD,NOVEMBER 21

IN HIS 2017 Budget speech, then Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani had declared that
Gujarat would be a “vegetarian state”. The an-
nouncement coincided with his government
adding more teeth to the cow slaughter law,
which now awarded a life term to offenders,
and came a few months ahead of the
Assembly elections that year.

After the lockdown forced many restau-
rants to shut in cities such as Ahmedabad,
some that reopened dropped the red dot
from their menu, and others turned into cloud
kitchens, largely because of the economics.

Events over last two weeks, however,
show how unlikely it is that meat-eating can
be banned in the state. BJP functionaries of
municipal corporations in four major cities—
Rajkot, Vadodara, Bhavnagar and Ahmedabad
—declared a crackdown on carts selling non-
vegetarian food on the streets. State BJP pres-

ident C R Paatil had to hush up the city unit
leaders, and assert that there was no ban on
meat eating and that people had a “right” to
eatwhat they want.

The myth & the reality

In 2003, when Gujarat was recovering
from the previous year’s riots, then BJP MLA
Bhavin Sheth from Ahmedabad’s Ellisbridge
constituency, under the watch of then MoS
(Home) Amit Shah (now Union Home
Minister), forced shut food carts selling non-
vegetarian fare from the street outside IIM-
A, which was part of his constituency. Those
food carts have not yet returned. Sheth is a
Jain,acommunity declared as a minority,and
aninfluential community in Ahmedabad oc-
cupying powerful political positions.

Gujarat'simage of being vegetarian takes
from this impression about Ahmedabad
where you can even get pizza and vadapavin
categories called ‘Jain’ (no onion, garlic or tu-
bers) and ‘Swaminaryan’ (without onion or
garlic), the latter taking from the large follow-

ing of the Swaminaryan sect.

Marketing about Gujaratalso has focused
solely on its vegetarian fare. The recipes for
the local spicy mutton curry, prawn and fried
paaplet(pomfret), largely remain a secret pre-
served in private kitchens orinnocuous non-
vegetarian dhabas along the state highway.

Sociologists and historians assert that the
belief that Gujarat is a vegetarian state is a
myth. As per the Sample Registration Survey
of 2014, Gujarat has a 40% meat eating pop-
ulation, which is even higher than in Punjab
and Rajasthan. And these are not just
Muslims, Christians and Parsis, but also OBCs,
Dalits and Tribals.

Gujaratis alsoamajor fish producer, con-
tributing 17% of the country’s marine pro-
duce. The Kharwa and Koli OBC communi-
ties of Saurashtra and South Gujarat, are
largely into fish production. However, fish-
eatersin Ahmedabad, who would depend on
the fish sold from mobile vans of the govern-
ment-supported Gujarat Fisheries Central Co-
operative Association Ltd, near [IM-A, for

quality products, have had to look for other
sources after the association suspended the
salein 2014 because of “protests from locals”
say officials. Ahmedabad has low tolerance
for non-veg food being sold or consumed in
the open. Most egg- and chicken-eating
members of vegetarian Gujarati families con-
sume it outside of their homes.

BJP’s balancing act

When the BJP has planned a conscious
outreach to OBCs with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's new ministry inducting a
number of OBC ministers, and when Uttar
Pradesh, where more than half the popula-
tion is non-vegetarian, is going to polls, the
party brass has realised that upping the ante
on meat-eaters would upset the election
math. With the presence of Gujaratis in the
central decision-making dispensation grow-
ing, the party had to make the right noises to
assert that what happened in Gujarat was not
reflective of its overall mindset.

It might also have dawned on the party

leadership that criminalising meat consump-
tion was not the same as criminalising cow
slaughter oralcohol consumption. While the
latter two positions could win over Hindus
and pro-prohibition voters, the BJP could lose
alarge chunk of votes by declaring a ban on
meatitself.

All this was evident in the party’s starkly
contradictory positions at the state and city
levels last week. Beginning with the Rajkot
Municipal Corporation which is home to
Rupani, the issue went into a tailspin through
Vadodara, Bhavnagar and Ahmedabad,
where BJP mayors, standing committee chair-
persons or civic committee heads announced
drives against carts selling non-veg food for
reasons ranging from “hurting religious sen-
timents of those following Hinduism (Rajkot)
to “the sight (of non-veg food)” not being
pleasing” foul smell, and “leaving negative
impact on minds of young children” . Junior
BJP leaders might have imagined the issue
wouldwinoverHindus, butitended up send-
ing a scare among migrants as well —many of

New Delhi

whom madealiving out of selling egg dishes
on handcarts, and many for whom this was
the only affordable nutritious meal.

But Paatil,ina media interaction in Rajkot
on Saturday, reiterated how everyone in this
country “has the liberty to decide what toeat.
It is not appropriate to remove a person sell-
ing non-vegetarian food froma cart. There is
no such provisionin the law either. People are
free to sell anything which is not prohibited.
So, there is no question of removing carts
(fromroads),” he said. He added thatall may-
ors had been instructed not to take any such
action against non-veg food carts.

While Rupani,aJain, could get away with
declaring Gujarat “vegetarian”, Paatil, who
has roots in Maharashtra, could not risk the
decision being attributed to him. Surat, his
home city,and Navsari, his constituency, have
alarge traditionally non-vegetarian popula-
tion, which also includes upper caste Hindus,
Parsis,and migrants from many states. It was
also the only city that did not add decibel to
the noise against non-vegetarianism.
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MANRAJ GREWAL SHARMA: You have
announced a new party, Punjab Lok
Congress. Is it just born out of anti-
Congressism? What would you call
your charter or philosophy?

A high-power committee will sit
down over the next couple of days and
decide the broad outlines, which really
will be the manifesto of the party. We are
very serious, we are not going to leave
Punjab at sea. We have threats from
within, without, and it is for us to do our
bit.1don’t know whether the Congress is
going to be in a position to do anything
the way they are right now; everyone is
pulling everyone to bits. And I don’t trust
the (Shiromani) Akali Dal, which has al-
ways played ‘double’ on these issues... |
was around during the build-up to ter-
rorism, and they played with both sides...
[ think there is a place for all of us who
feel Punjab should be secure, Punjabis
should be secure.

MANRAJ GREWALSHARMA: You said
you were open to a seat-sharing
arrangement with the BJP, but the BJP
has said it will fight all the 117
Assembly constituencies in the state.
It said there is polarisation in Punjab
and they hope to do well. Are these
conflicting signals?

We will fight all the seats with our al-
lies — whether in adjustment with the
BJP or with Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa (a
former Akali Dal leader who has formed
his own party). When the BJP said it (that
it will contest all the seats), | had not left
the Congress...  don’t think anyone can
claim that we are going to win 117 seats...
Neither can you expect a national party
to say we will fight anything less than 117
seats. They say that, but they also know
that if we have alliances — they are doing
it with Dhindsa too — then give-and-take
always takes place. I also said we are go-
ing to target 117 seats... What [ meant
was that we will fight with whoever is
our electoral partner.

MANRA] GREWALSHARMA: As a
military historian, you have adeep
sense of legacy. How will your alliance
with the BJP be seen, given its right-
wing ideology that you have always
opposed?

[ can’t talk about ideology at a national - -

level, but in Punjab, we don’t have this sort
of business. Punjab believes in Punjabiyat.
We are a very liberal society. All of us are
together — the Hindus, Sikhs, Muslims,
Christians, Buddhists, Jains... We are a re-
gional party and I'm not looking beyond
that.'mlooking at what we can achieve for
Punjab. Don't forget, we have a 600-km
border with a hostile country,and itis very
important that we maintain good, friendly
relations with all communities.

...I'mhere to be remembered as some-
body who has achieved a great deal. [ had
two terms in the government: 2002-07
and now. What we have achieved, I don’t
think any government has. We achieved
92% of our manifesto promises till [ was
chief minister,and I think the Congress gov-
ernment is carrying on with it. The last time
this was done was by (then Andhra CM)
Chandrababu Naidu in 1983, when he
achieved 83% of his manifesto promises...
For instance, everybody in Punjab is cov-
ered by Rs 5 lakh insurance; anybody
within the Lal Dora land has possession of
their house; we run the Basera scheme in
urbanareas...Icleared
awhole lotof projects,
conceived at least
three to four months
ago. I hope the gov-
ernmentimplements

On issues such as

Punjab, every government

AMARINDER SINGH, FORMER PUNJAB CHIEF MINISTER

Punjab believes in Punjabiyat, it's a liberal society. We are
aregional party... I am looking at what we can do for state

Amarinder Singh talks about his “legacy” of fulfilling his 2017 manifesto promises, lays out plans for his new party, says he believes Rahul, Priyanka Gandhi have
grown into their Cong role, and repeats his fears for Punjab security. This session was moderated by Resident Editor MANRA] GREWAL SHARMA
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AMARINDER SINGH

aving floated his own
party, Punjab Lok

Congress, former CM
Amarinder Singh will be among

the players to watch for in the
upcoming Punjab Assembly
elections. While Congress
continues to fight its
in-house battles, long after

Amarinder’s exit, the repeal of the
farm laws means the road is clear

for him to align with the BJP

ers need power... All these things you have
to think of, you can’t just take decisions
emotionally. Yes, we all decided that the
arrangement should be renegotiated.
Why? Because what the Akali government
did was absolutely wrong...that evenif we
do not ask to buy your power, we will pay
you forit.

MANOJ CG: You have been in politics
for almost five decades, CM for two
terms. Why has no significant
Congress leader or MLA or district
president joined you? Why are you so
isolated?
I'mnotisolated, I
have got set-ups
now in all the dis-

diversification and future of tricts. We are start-

ing a membership

them before the elec- trial. Why is no one
tions. must follow what earlier ~ from the Congress

joining me? It's very
MANRAJ GREWAL onehasdone... Solagree,  simple — if some-
SHARMA:The di i . has b all body joins me, they
Congress now 1versitication has been sack them... The mo-
accuses you of not talk nothing on the ground mentany MLA steps
doing what was ’ out of line, they cut
needed, suchas on —— his funds. Therefore,
the power purchase [told them all, ‘Keep
agreements (PPAs), sitting, let the Code

which have been reworked. CM
Charanjit Singh Channi has said on
record that you were in cahoots with
the Badals.

He can say what he likes... When you
want to get rid of somebody or something,
you find an excuse. All the decisions which
[ took are now being implemented. About
the PPAs... first, let’s understand what
Punjab requires. This July, the rains were
less, the dams were not full and the power
requirement went up to something like
50,000 megawatts... We have just two
power units...So, then you have to buy from
the national grid. Punjab can only transmit
7,000 megawatts... We were, at that time,
buying power at a very heavy rate, but it
fluctuates... You can be buying it at Re 1 or
atRs 15...depending on the supply and de-
mand. We rejected Damodar Valley and
Bokaro offers of Rs 21 and Rs 19... Last week,
where I'm sitting, we have had four hours
of power cuts already. Industry and farm-

of Conduct be enforced, then you join
(onceitisin place, the use of funds is re-
stricted)'. So we are waiting for the Code
of Conduct.

MANQO] CG: After you resigned as CM
and signalled that you will float a new
party, did Sonia Gandhi speak to you,
or Rahul or Priyanka? Did they reach
out toyou?

Mrs Gandhi spoke to me about three
or four weeks before | offered to resign. I
told her I cannot carry on. She asked me
why. I said because Navjot Singh Sidhu is
pulling right, I am pulling left... She told
me to stay. Then, one morning, she called
me and told me I should resign. I said [ had
offered you my resignation... She just said
I'm very sorry. I said that’s fine, you don’t
have to be sorry... They think I'm ready to
retire, [ don’t think I'm... I have still got
many years of productive life left in me. I
will fight but Iwill fight for my state. Twill

also fight the anti-national elements...
Look at the weapons that are coming in,
the drones, the bombs... What is the ob-
jective? Whatis Pakistan’s intent?...[ have
been through the time after Operation
Blue Star and terrorist activities, 35,000
Punjabis died. I don’t want another
Punjabi to die. These are the sort of things
that are going to happen, and these fel-
lows have no idea... Submachine guns
have come in. These incidents were only
documented during June, July and August
this last quarter. Drones started coming
last year, by June. Earlier, they would bur-
row the drones under the (border) wires
or send them via rivers, but last June they
started air dropping them... As a person
who has dedicated my life to the state and
to the country — 10 years in uniform and
then as CM — I owe it to them to do what
[ can for them.

Do you know what the debt of Punjab
is, how much these guys are spending?
Our GSDP (Gross State Domestic Product)
at the time of last assessment was about
Rs 5,35,000 crore. We have already bor-
rowed RsRs4,00,000 crore...Seventy-five
per cent of Punjab is in debt... Two months
since I left, they have spent another
Rs 20,000 crore... Therefore, | must stay
and do whatI can.

MANRAJ GREWAL SHARMA: You once
said that if Punjab continues to grow
paddy, it will face desertification in 25
years, and that we will grow kinnow
instead. But it seems the area under
paddy has only increased even under
your watch.

We started a field-to-fork programme
and a few pilot projects in Ropar district
with Reliance. It would have set up
100,000 outlets and we would have
grown vegetables and fruits for them.
Reliance would give seeds to the farmer,
teach them the techniques, and directly
lift the produce... But the Akalis cancelled
it...  have been talking to experts... sug-
gested that if we can get a grant from the
Government of India.. for maybe
Rs 20,000-30,000 crore, create a sort of
MSP for pulses. We stop growing paddy
and start growing pulses... Pulses need no
water, they will grow just with rainfall...

hope this interests the Government, we
have sent a proposal.

HARIKISHAN SHARMA: During your
tenure as CM, did the Centre,
particularly the Minister of
Agriculture or anyone from the Prime
Minister’s Office, ever ask you to
mediate with the farmers?

Initially, the Government of India
thought I was the one behind this move-
ment... If anyone wants to protest in the
national capital, it is within their power
to do so. I'm not going to stop them... But
yes, people have
been meeting these
farmers at the Singhu
border to find a solu-
tion — not politicians,
but intelligence offi-

They think I'm ready to
retire, I don't think I'm... I
have still got many years of

Why is no one from Cong
joining me? It's very simple
—if somebody joins me,
they sack them... The
moment a MLA steps out
of line, they cut his funds.
Therefore, I told them all,

adjustment with the BJP and with the
Dhindsa faction.

VANDITA MISHRA: One cannot avoid
the sense of crisis in Punjab. The
industry has stalled, agriculture has
plateaued, parents want to send their
children abroad. You say Punjab
needs to be protected and secured.
But do you think
you're not safe, you're
not secure? Do you
need a government or
police or military to
secure Punjab and
Punjabiyat?
Punjabiyat means
people of Punjab have
always  considered
themselves Punjabi,
whether from an upper
caste or any other caste.
Everyone works to-

‘Keep sitting, let the Code of ~ gether because it's our

Conduct be enforced, then
you join’. So, we are waiting

heritage, it comes
through our religion.
You're right, people are
asking their parents to

for the Code of Conduct ~ sell their land to help
them go to other
— countries. Young people

[llustration: Suvajit Dey

Express).

I have seen the Congress grow. [ was
a young MP with Mrs Indira Gandhi in
1980, she had a very good set of advi-
sors. When Rahul came into the picture,
I said he was not ready for it.
Subsequently, he and Priyanka started
travelling, and they have improved since
then. So let’s see, only time will tell if
they are ready for it.

MANRAJ GREWAL SHARMA: Many feel
that if the Congress is to succeed, the
Opposition is to succeed, the Gandhis
should get out of
the way.

I'm no longer in
the Congress, why
are you asking me?
However, you (the

cials, agencies... 1 party) put aside 23
know the farmers are productive lifeleftinme.]  eminent people:
tough but I (was) . . such as Ghulam Nabi
worried of the im-  will ﬁght but I'will ﬁght for  Azad,ShashiTharoor,
pact on the law and . Kapil Sibal (part of
order in Punjab. The my state. I willalso ﬁght the the Group of 23 that
farmers have been anti-national elements is demanding

very peaceful, coop-
erative.

sweeping changesin
the Congress). They

... For me, it (the
concern) goes be-
yond that... Today, there is a China and
Pakistan collusion, now you will have a
Taliban collusion... The Taliban, Chinese
and Pakistani forces together... | want
Punjab to be secure and safe.

Ifyoudon’t have a solution (before the
elections), none of us will be able to go to
villages, they will not want you. How do
you fight an election? How do you enter
the rural belt? They throw stones and
break cars.

MANO]J C G: Now that you are out of
the Congress, what is your frank
opinion about Rahul Gandhi? Do you
think the Congress can bounce back
under his leadership?

ANANT GOENKA: I want to add to the
question. Four or five months ago,
you were very supportive of the next
generation of the Gandhi family (ina
conversation with The Indian

are assets of the

party. What are you
achieving by that? If you want to
strengthen a party, you make it a cohesive
force, make people join it, you don’t push
them out. And if you think you can do
away with the older generation and just
start something right from the start, it’s
not going to work.

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN: You won
with a huge majority in 2017,
announced some fantastic projects.
Can you reflect on where things went
wrong? Could you have done
something differently?

There are ambitions of your own peo-
ple; every minister has multiple portfo-
lios. I'm not saying Charanjit Singh
Channi is not a good minister. But then
ambition comes... People were cooking
up reports...I'm going to continue doing
a good job whether I'm within the
Congress or without it.

I hope we will be able to have a seat

New Delhi

have ambition, that

doesn’t mean we aban-
don Punjab. Hence, my target was thatRs
1 lakh crore industrial investment needs
to come into the state... They (the vested
interests) have no recruits today
and Punjab is peaceful. But they will re-
cruit (if there’s no solution to the
farmer agitation).

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR: Can you
share names of some of the big
smugglers arrested during your
tenure as part of the crackdown on
drugs?

When I took over, 65,000 people
caught in drug cases were in jail. When |
left, there were 45,000. There were six big
fish, butlam sorry, I don’t have the names
with me. For one of the accused we had
reached out to the Interpol and were try-
ing to get him extradited. We extradited
one person from Armenia, one from
Spain, one person s alreadyinalockupin
Rome, another is going through extradi-
tion proceedings, and one person is from
Georgia...I broke the back of the drug car-
tels, but that doesn’t mean the racket has
ended. It hasn’t ended in America and
Americans have been working since the
1930s to finish the drug cartels.

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR: Your
government didn’t act on the STF
report that alleged a nexus between
police personnel, politicians and an
alleged smuggler, Gurdeep Singh,
who was arrested last year.

It's the STF's job today to see to it that
action is taken.

NAVJEEVAN GOPAL: In your
resignation letter to Sonia Gandhi,
you said a number of Congress
leaders were involved in illegal sand
mining, but you did not name them as
it could embarrass the party. Do you
plan to reveal those names now?

I'm told that there are four or five large
contractors in the mining business and
little fellows who get involved... The
Congress president told me illegal min-
ing is going on in the state and we dis-
cussed some of the names. I informed the
minister concerned to look into this is-
sue. We knew who these people were,
but they were not caught. It would not be
right of me to take names until these peo-
ple are caught.

ANJU AGNIHOTRI CHABA: Every
successive government in Punjab in
the past few decades has been talking
about diversification of crops, but
nothing has happened. Why is there
no concrete or long-term plan on this
issue?

No, there is not just talk... We made a
proposal that pulses be grown.
Unfortunately, these are things you have
to raise with the Government of India, be-
cause food security is an issue. And it
takes a long time for the Government of
India to decide. And by the time some-
thing happens, governments change. On
issues such as diversification and the fu-
ture of Punjab, every government must
follow what the earlier government has
done... So I agree that this business of di-
versification has been all talk and noth-
ing is on the ground... In my time, it’s not
that the area (under paddy) has gone up,
the production has. Cotton area has gone
up, but that’s part of the diversification
programme. We have cut down fertilis-
ers for instance, to get this bumper crop.
But yes, it’s a bad sign that we continue
to have paddy.

(This session was held before the PM's
announcement on Nov 19 that the three farm
laws would be repealed)
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RITTENHOUSE ACQUITTAL SPARKS PROTESTS ACROSS US

Ata protest in Chicago, Illinois, on Saturday. Law enforcement in Portland declared ariot Friday night as about 200
demonstrators protested the acquittal of Kyle Rittenhouse, who killed two people and injured another in Wisconsin. Protests
have been held in several other US cities into Saturday over the verdict, including New York, Los Angeles and Chicago. Reuters

Protests erupt in Pakistan’s Gwadar
amid growing backlash against CPEC

Imran Khan says his govt will support Chinese businesses in Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI, NOVEMBER 21

MASSIVE  PROTESTS have
erupted in Pakistan’s port city of
Gwadar against “unnecessary”
checkpoints, a severe shortage of
water and electricity and threats
tolivelihoods fromillegal fishing,
part of a growing backlash in the
country against China’s multibil-
lion-dollar Belt and Road projects.

The protests organised by
workers of some political parties,
civil rights activists, fishermen
and others have been going on for
aweekin Gwadar, a coastal town
in the restive Southwest
Balochistan province of Pakistan.

The protesters demand the
removal of unnecessary security
check posts, availability of drink-
ing water and electricity, eviction

Islamabad: The banned Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) has
asked the Pakistan government
to allow it to open a political of-
ficeinathird country,ademand
rejected by Islamabad as unac-
ceptable, according to a media
report. In a series of meetings
with the Pakistani authorities
during negotiations for a peace

TTP wants political office in third
country, Pak says ‘not acceptable’

agreement, the TTP made three
demands, whichinclude allow-
ing the opening of a political of-
ficeinathird country, reversal of
the Federal Administered Tribal
Areas merger with the Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province and the
introduction of “Islamic system”
in Pakistan, the Express Tribune
newspaper reported. PTI

of big fishing trawlers from
Makran coast and opening of the
border with Iran from Panjgur to
Gwadar, Jang newspaper re-
ported on Sunday.

Head of the ‘Give rights to
Gwadar’ rally, Maulana Hidayat
ur Rehman, said the protests

would continue until their de-
mands are met.

Rehman has strongly criticised
the government in the past for fail-
ing to resolve the basic problems
of the people of Gwadar.

The protests are part of grow-
ing discontent with China’s pres-

ence in Gwadar, whose port is an
integral part of the $60-billion
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
project (CPEC), the flagship proj-
ect of China’s multi-billion-dollar
Beltand Road Initiative.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Imran Khan has said his govern-
ment would support Chinese
businesses in Pakistan on a prior-
ity basis as he directed authorities
toimmediately resolve the issues
related to road connectivity and
provision of utilities being faced
by investors from China.

Khan made the remarks dur-
ing his meeting with a Chinese
business delegation on Saturday.

“We will support Chinese
businesses in Pakistan on a prior-
ity basis and are grateful to them
fortheir keeninterestin accelerat-
ing their investment in special
economic zones,” Khan said.

El Salvador plans world’s first ‘Bitcoin City’

NELSON RENTERIA
MIZATA (EL SALVADOR),
NOVEMBER 21

EL SALVADOR plans to build the
world’s first “Bitcoin City”, funded
initially by bitcoin-backed bonds,
President Nayib Bukele said on
Saturday, doubling down on his
bet to harness the crypto cur-
rency to fuel investment in the
Central American country.

Speaking at an event closing
a week-long promotion of bit-
coin in El Salvador, Bukele said
the city planned in the eastern
region of La Union would get ge-
othermal power from a volcano
and not levy any taxes except for
value added tax (VAT).

“Invest here and make all the
money you want,” Bukele said

El Salvador's President
Nayib Bukele

in English, dressed all in white
and wearing areversed baseball
cap, in the beach resort of
Mizata. “This is a fully ecological
city that works and is energized
by avolcano.”

Half of the VAT levied would
be used to fund the bonds issued
to build the city, and the other
half would pay for services such
as garbage collection, Bukele

Missing Chinese tennis
star reappears in public

JOE MCDONALD
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 21

MISSING TENNIS star Peng Shuai
reappeared in public Sunday at
a youth tournament in Beijing,
according to photos released by
the organiser, as the ruling
Communist Party tried to quell
fears abroad while suppressing
information in China about Peng
after she accused a senior leader
of sexual assault.

The post by the China Open
on the Weibo social media serv-
ice made no mention of Peng’s
disappearance or her accusa-
tion. The three-time Olympian
and former Wimbledon cham-
pion was shown standing beside
a court, waving and signing
oversize commemorative ten-
nis balls for children.

The ruling party appears to
be trying to defuse alarm about
Peng without acknowledging
her disappearance after she on
Nov. 2 accused Zhang Gaoli, a
member of the party’s ruling
Standing Committee until 2018,
of forcing her to have sex.

Peng’s disappearance and of-
ficial silence in response to ap-

Peng Shuai

peals for information prompted
calls for a boycott of the Winter
Olympics in Beijing in February,
a prestige event for the
Communist Party. The women’s
professional tour threatened to
pull events out of China unless
the safety of the former No. 1
doubles player was assured.
Discussion of Peng’s accusa-
tion has been deleted from web-
sites in China. A government
spokesman on Friday denied
knowing about the outcry. The
ruling party’s internet filters also
block most people in China from
seeing other social media abroad
and most global news outlets.
Comments on Chinese so-
cial media on Sunday criticized
the Women'’s Tennis
Association and others who
spoke up about Peng. AP

said, estimating the publicinfra-
structure would cost around
300,000 bitcoins.

El Salvador in September be-
came the first country in the world
to adopt bitcoin as legal tender.

Although Bukele is a popular
president, opinion polls show
Salvadorans are skeptical about
his love of bitcoin, and its bumpy
introduction has fuelled protests
against the government.

Likening his plan to cities
founded by Alexander the Great,
Bukele said Bitcoin City would
be circular, with an airport, resi-
dential and commercial areas,
and feature a central plaza de-
signed to look like a bitcoin sym-
bol from the air.

“If you want bitcoin to spread
over the world, we should build
some Alexandrias,” said Bukele,

atech savvy 40-year-old who in
September proclaimed himself
“dictator” of El Salvador on
Twitter in an apparent joke.

El Salvador planned to issue
the initial bonds in 2022, Bukele
said, suggesting it would be in 60
days time.

Samson Mow, chief strategy
officer of blockchain technology
provider Blockstream, told the
gathering the first 10-year issue,
known as the “volcano bond”,
would beworth $1 billion, backed
by bitcoin and carrying a coupon
of 6.5%. Half of the sum would go
to buying bitcoin on the market,
he said. Other bonds would follow.

After a five year lock-up, El
Salvador would sell some of the
bitcoin used to fund the bond to
give investors an “additional
coupon”,Mow said. REUTERS
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MEANWHILE

PUTIN ‘REVACCINATED’ AGAINST COVID

Russian President Vladimir Putin has been revaccinated against Covid-19, Russian news agencies
quoted him as saying on Sunday. Putin said in June that he had been vaccinated with Sputnik V
vaccine. “Today, on your recommendation and that of your colleagues, I got another vaccination,
Sputnik Light. This is called revaccination,” Putin said at a meeting with vaccine-makers.

AFTERLAST MONTH'’S COUP

Sudan military leaders
reinstate deposed PM

KHALID ABDELAZIZ
KHARTOUM, NOVEMBER 21

SUDAN'’S MILITARY reinstated
Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok
on Sunday and promised to re-
lease all political detainees after
weeks of deadly unrest triggered
by a coup, though large crowds
took to the streets to reject any
deal involving the army.

Under an agreement signed
with military leader General
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, Hamdok,
first appointed after the over-
throw of autocrat Omar al-Bashir
in a 2019 uprising, will lead a
civilian government of tech-
nocrats for a transitional period.

The deal faces opposition
from pro-democracy groups that
have demanded full civilian rule
ever since Bashir was ousted and
have been angered by the deaths
of dozens protesters in the weeks
following the October 25 coup.

A hero for the protest move-
ment, Hamdok became the villain
for some. “Hamdok has sold the
revolution,” protesters chanted af-
ter the deal was announced. The
Sudanese Professionals
Association, a leading protest
group, called it “treacherous”.

Tens of thousands of people

Sudan PM Abdalla Hamdok

Bid to ease
@ pressure

EXPLAINED

EXPERTS SAY the military’s
decision to reinstate Hamdok
as PM of a technocratic gov-
ernment is an attempt to bring
down the pressure that the
military leaders have come
under due to the sustained
mass protests across Sudan
ever since last month'’s coup. It
is unclear how much power
the government, which re-
mains under military over-
sight, will actually wield.
Critics say the move by the
military is intended to pacify
the public while, at the same
time, not having to face ac-
countability for the coup and
its violent aftermath.

joined scheduled rallies in the cap-
italKhartoumand its twincities of
Omdurman and Bahri. Security
forces fired bullets and teargas to
disperse them, witnesses said.
“Hamdok has disappointed
us. Our only optionis the street,”
said a 26-year-old protester.
The coup triggered mass
demonstrations against the mil-
itary and medics aligned with the
protest movement say security
forces have killed 40 civilians in
increasingly violent crackdowns.
Hamdok said he had agreed to
the deal to prevent more casualties.
“Sudanese blood is precious,
let us stop the bloodshed and di-
rect the youth’s energy into
building and development,” he
said at a signing ceremony
broadcast on state television.
Burhan said the deal would
be inclusive. “We do not want to
exclude anyone except, as we've
agreed, the National Congress
Party,” he said, referring to
Bashir’s former ruling party.
However, the agreement
made no mention of the Forces
of Freedom and Change, the
civilian coalition that shared
power with the military before
the coup. A number of people
present at the signing ceremony
had ties to Bashir. = REUTERS

China lowers
diplomatic ties
with Lithuania
over Taiwan

REUTERS
BEIJING, VILNIUS,NOVEMBER 21

CHINADOWNGRADED its diplo-
matic ties with Lithuania on
Sunday, expressing strong dis-
satisfaction with the Baltic State
after Taiwan opened a de facto
embassy there, escalating a row
that has sucked in Washington.

China views self-ruled and
democratically governed Taiwan
as its territory with no right to
the trappings of a state and has
stepped up pressure on coun-
tries to downgrade or sever their
relations with the island, even
non-official ones.

Lithuania defended itsright to
expand cooperation with Taiwan,
while respecting Beijing’s “One
China” policy, and said on Sunday
thatits foreign minister would go
to Washington on Tuesday to dis-
cuss trade and common invest-
ment projects.

Taiwan, meanwhile, reported
that two Chinese nuclear-capable
H-6 bombers had flown to the
south of the island on Sunday, part
of a pattern of what Taipei views
as military harassment designed
to pressure the government.

Beijing had already ex-
pressed its anger this summer
with Lithuania after it allowed
theisland to open an office in the
country using the name Taiwan.

UK calls for action on racial bias in medical devices

REUTERS
LONDON, NOVEMBER 21

BRITAIN CALLED on Sunday for
international action on the issue
of medical devices such as
oximeters that work better on
people with lighter skin, saying
the disparities may have cost
lives of ethnic minority patients
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Britain’s
Health
Secretary

Sajid Javid

UK Health Secretary Sajid
Javid said he had commissioned
areview of the issue after learn-
ing that oximeters, which meas-
ure blood oxygen levels and are

key to assessing Covid patients,
give less accurate readings for
patients with darker skin.

“This is systemic across the
world. This is about a racial bias
in some medical instruments.
It's unintentional but it exists
and oximeters are a really good
example of that,” Javid said dur-
ing an interview with the BBC.

Asked whether people may
have died of Covid-19 as a re-

sult of the flaw, Javid said: “I
think possibly yes. I don’t have
the full facts.”

He said the reason for the dis-
crepancies was that a lot of med-
ical devices, drugs, procedures
and textbooks were put together
in white majority countries.

“Thisisaninternationalissue
so I'm going to work with my
counterparts across the world to
change this,” said Javid.
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MAaRrRkeT WATCH
NINE OF TOP-10 COS LOSE M-CAP

New Delhi: The combined market valuation of nine of

10 most valued companies declined by Rs 1,47,360.93 crore
last week, with Reliance Industries emerging as the biggest
laggard. Infosys was the only gainer from the top-10 list. PTI

AMID VALUATION CONCERNS IN NOVEMBER SO FAR

FPls adopt contrarian game plan:

InvestinIPQOs, se

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 21

FOREIGN PORTFOLIO investors
(FPIs) are taking a contrarian ap-
proach in the domestic capital
markets by selling in stock market
and investing in the IPO (initial
publicoffering) market. While FPIs
have invested over Rs 23,000 crore
in the IPOs, they have pulled out
around Rs 11,000 crore from stock
market amid valuation concerns
inNovember so far.

FPIs have made net invest-
ments of Rs 14,051 crore this
month so far, according to the
National Securities Depository
Limited (NSDL) data. FPIs had in-
vested in several IPOs, which hit
the primary market this month,
indicating their appetite for uni-
corns going for listing on the stock
exchanges. “The FPI buy figure is
inclusive of the large primary mar-
ket investment of Rs 23,180 crore
during this period. So, the actual
stock market transactionis selling

SECTOR WATCH
TRADE

0of Rs 11,719 crore for November up
t019,” said VK Vijayakumar, chief
investment strategist at Geojit
Financial Services.

The total FPI investment in
[POsisexpected to cross Rs 50,000
crore in calendar year 2021. They
hadinvested Rs 1,570 crore in FSN
E-CommerceandRs 1,400 crorein
PB Fintech.

For the first half of November,
FPIs have been sellers in banking
and even in performing sectors
like IT. “The trend indicates that
FPIs are likely to turn sellers at
every rise since most foreign bro-
kerages havea‘sell' callonIndiaon
concerns of stretched valuations.
Butretail and domesticinstitutions
may turn aggressive buyers if the
market dips sharply,” he said.

According to stock exchange
data, domestic institutions made
net investments in Rs 9,663 crore
in the cash market in November
sofar. While FPIs are exiting on val-
uation concerns,domesticinstitu-
tions have been absorbing stocks
sold by FPIs.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

THE COMMERCE Ministry’s
foreign trade arm DGFT will
deactivate all importer-ex-
porter codes (IECs) that have
not been updated after
January 1, 2014, with effect
from December 6, 2021, a
move which would help in
knowing the actual number
of real traders in the country.

The Importer-Exporter
Code (IEC) is a key business
identification number that
is mandatory for exports or
imports.

No person shall make any
import or export except un-
der an IEC number granted
by the DGFT.

OnAugust 8, this year, the
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) had di-
rected all IEC holders to en-
sure that details in their IEC
are updated electronically
every year during the April-
June period.

“All [ECs which have not
been updated after January 1,
2014 shall be deactivated
with effect from December 6,
2021,” according to DGFT’s
trade notice.

The IECholders who have
not yet updated the relevant
information can do that till
December 5.

[EC that would be deacti-
vated, would have the oppor-
tunity for automatic re-acti-
vation after December 6. For
that, a trader would have to

Importer-exporter
codes not updated

after Jan 2014 to
be deactivated

KEY BUSINESS
IDENTIFICATION

B The Importer-
Exporter Code (IEC)
is a key business
identification
number thatis
mandatory for
exports or imports.
No person shall
make any import or
export except
under an IEC
number granted by
the DGFT.

navigate to the DGFT website
and update their relevant in-
formation.

“Upon successful upda-
tion, the given IECshall be ac-
tivated again and transmit-
ted accordingly to the
Customs system with the up-
dated status,” the notice said.

According to an industry
expert, de-activation of IECs
helps in reducing the base
load of the directorate and
it helps in knowing the ac-
tual number of real ex-
porters and importers in the
country.

The nature of the firm ob-
taining an [EC includes pro-
prietorship, partnership, LLP,
limited company, trust, and
society. After the introduc-
tion of GST (Goods and
Services Tax), the IEC num-
ber is the same as the PAN of
the firm. WITHPTI

—— BRIEFLY —

Tax collection

New Delhi: With net direct
tax collection till October
closing in onRs 6 lakh crore
and average monthly GST
mop-up likely around Rs
1.151lakh crore this fiscal, the
government’s tax collection
kitty will surpass Budget es-
timates this fiscal, Revenue
Secretary Tarun Bajaj told
PTlinaninterview. PTI

Infinity launch

Mumbai: Electric scooter
rental startup Bounce has
said that its maiden con-
sumer e-scooter, Infinity, is
set to be rolled out early
next month and the deliv-
eries are expected to com-
mence from the early part
of 2022.PTI

Eyeing
@ unicorns

EXPLAINED

FPIs HAVE made net in-
vestments of Rs 14,051
crore in November so far,
according to NSDL data.
FPIs had invested in several
[POs which hit the primary
market this month.

“The important point to noteis
that the old scenario where FPIs
representing smart money dic-
tated market trends is over for the
present. Domestic institutions
flushwith money and the exuber-
ant retail investors are calling the
shots now. This canchange ifama-
jor trigger causes a big pullback
from the present lofty levels. We
areinaperiod of uncertainty,” said
ananalyst.

Retail investors are using the
mutual fund route to invest in the

stock markets. In the equity and
growth category, all schemes, bar-
ring ELSS and value/contra
schemes, reported positive flows
while in the hybrid category ex-
cept for arbitrage and hybrid ag-
gressive or balanced funds, therest
including majorly balanced advan-
tage and dynamicassetallocation
schemes reported continued wide
acceptance.

Assetsunder managementin
the equity- and hybrid-oriented
schemes rose by almost one-third
during April-October to Rs 13.12
lakh crore and Rs 4.76 lakh crore,
respectively, as of October 31,
from Rs 9.80 lakh crore and
Rs3.57 lakh crore, respectively, as
on April 30, the Association of
Mutual Funds in India (Amfi)said.

Amfi said balanced advantage
funds saw the largest inflows of
Rs 11,219 crore in October. A major
chunk of this money will be going
into the equity basket.

Going forward, rising inflation-
ary pressure will continue to haunt
global markets as fears of rate hikes

llin stock market

will pump out liquidity from
emerging markets like India, ana-
lysts said.

Domesticindices were hover-
ing with a negative bias through-
out the weak tracking volatile
global markets in the wake of in-
flation woes. The Sensex ended
lower at 59,636.01 in the bygone
week. UK’s rising annual inflation
rate wasreported at4.2 percentin
October from 3.1 per centamonth
ago, forcing investors to remain
sidelined. Additionally, robust US
October retail sales data, which
rose 1.7 per cent, failed to pump
optimism into global markets.

“Onthe domestic front, India’s
WPIinOctober spiked to 12.54 per
cent from 10.66 per cent in
September owing to the rise in
prices of crude petroleum and
manufactured products. Similarly,
India’s retail inflation rose to 4.48
per cent from4.35 per cent led by
a surge in food prices. The weak
listing of India’s largest IPO, Paytm,
further impacted domestic senti-
ment,” said an analyst.

‘US equity funds see outflows
on early rate hike prospects’

US equity funds faced an outflow in week to November 17 after
6 straight weeks of inflows as investors assessed prospects of
early rate hikes by the US Fed, as per Refinitiv Lipper data

FUND FLOWS INTO US DOMICILED EQUITIES,

BONDS AND MONEY MARKET FUNDS ~  (in s mn)
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US short/intermediate government and Treasury funds received $1.65 billion,
the biggest inflow in three weeks, while US short/intermediate investment-
grade funds attracted $914 million after a outflow in the previous week

Net $1.98 billion sold in US
equity funds, marking the first
weekly outflow since
September 29

US large- and mid-cap equity
funds saw net selling worth
$4.56 billionand $477
million, respectively, although,
small-cap funds received
inflows of $193 million. US
value funds secured the first
weekly inflow in five weeks,
worth $1.32 billion. In
contrast, growth funds faced
an outflow for a third week,
amounting to $3.26 billion

Among sector funds,
technology funds received
$484 million in net buying
after outflows of $1.56 billion
in the previous week

Source:
Reuters

‘Maruti to stay away
from diesel segment’

New Delhi: Maruti Suzuki India
(MSI) has ruled out getting back
into the diesel segment as it be-
lieves sale of such vehicles would
further come down with the on-
set of the next phase of emission
normsin2023,accordingtoasen-
ior company official.

The country’s largest car-
maker believes the next phase of
emission norms would jack up
the cost of diesel vehicles, thus fur-
ther impacting their sales in the
market which for the last few
years has seen a gradual shift to-
wards petrol cars.

“We are not going to be in the
diesel space. We had indicated
earlier that we will study it and if
thereis customer demand we can
make a comeback. But going for-
ward, we will not be participating
in the diesel space,” MSI chief
technical officer C V Raman told
PTlin an interaction.

He cited the upcoming stricter
emission normsasa primary rea-
son to avoid diesel-powered cars.

Maruti Suzuki plant,
Manesar. File

Raman said the company
would focus onimproving its ex-
isting petrol powertrains in terms
of fuel efficiency and going
ahead, may also look at a new
family of engines to power its
product portfolio. There would
be hybrid technologies and elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) going ahead,
so there is going to be a lot of
change from powertrain per-
spective, Raman noted. PTI

‘ADNOC
weighs IPO
of logistics,
services unit’

REUTERS
DUBAI,NOVEMBER 21

STATE OIL firm Abu Dhabi National
0il Company (ADNOC) is weigh-
inganinitial publicoffering (IPO) of
its marine services, logistics and
shipping arm next year, two
sources familiar with the matter
told Reuters.

ADNOC Logistics & Services
has been selected for a potential
floatin Abu Dhabiin 2022, said the
sources, declining to be named as
the matter is not public.

ADNOC declined to com-
ment when contacted by Reuters
on Sunday. ADNOC, which sup-
plies nearly 3 per cent of global
oildemand, is seeking to extract
value from businesses it owns
and divest assets seen as non-
core businesses.

To correct duty structure,
FinMin notifies 12% GST on
textiles, footwear from Jan 1

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

WITH AN aim to correct the in-
verted duty structure for textiles
and footwear under the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) regime, the
Finance Ministry has notified a
uniform 12 per cent rate forman-
made fibre (MMF), yarn, fabrics
and apparels, along with a 12 per
cent uniform rate for footwear.
The GST Council had taken the de-
cision to correct the inverted duty
structure for these two categories
inits meeting in September, with
the changes to be effective from
January 1 nextyear.
Inanotification on Thursday,
the Ministry notified a 12 per
centrate formanmade fibre, fab-
rics, yarn and apparel. At present,
tax rate onmanmade fibre, yarn
and fabrics is 18 per cent, 12 per
centand 5 per cent, respectively.
Apparel and clothing up to
Rs 1,000 per piece currently at-
tracts 5 per cent GST. Synthetic
and artificial yarn have been
changed to 12 per cent but natu-

WHAT IS INVERTED
DUTY STRUCTURE

HAninverted duty
structure arises when
the taxes on output or
final product is lower
than the taxes on inputs,
creating aninverse
accumulation of input
tax credit which in most
cases has to be refunded.

ral yarn like cotton, silk, wool
yarn are still in 5 per cent slab.

For footwear also, the price
differential has been done away
with. The Ministry notified a uni-
form 12 per cent rate. At present,
footwear up toRs 1,000 a pair at-
tracts 5 per cent GST.

An inverted duty structure
arises when the taxes on output
or final product is lower than the
taxes on inputs, creating an in-
verse accumulation of input tax
credit which in most cases has to
be refunded. Inverted duty
structure has implied a stream

of revenue outflow for the gov-
ernment prompting the govern-
ment to relook the duty struc-
ture. For footwear, the
government estimates peg the
refunds to be around Rs 2,000
crore inayear.

The GST Council, chaired by
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and comprising
state finance ministers, had in
its previous meeting on
September 17 decided to cor-
rect the inverted duty anom-
alies in the textile sector from
January 1,2022.

The decision on inverted
duty structure was deferred in
June last year as the Council did
not agree on the timing of the
rate rationalisation to be done
during the pandemic. Taking
note of the revenue trend dip-
ping below the revenue neutral
rate levels, the GST Council will
now be looking at a series of
measures including rate ratio-
nalisations to correct the in-
verted duty structure and the
overhauling of the rate structure
going ahead.

Corporate India profit growth to
stay strong for next 12-18 months

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

FOLLOWING A strong showing
in Q2FY22, in which India Inc’s
profits jumped 55 per cent year-
on-year, corporate earnings are
expected to continue their good
run for another 12-18 months.

The expectations are based
on the recovery in the economy.
Kotak Institutional Equities (KIE)
expects net profits for the Nifty
50 set of companies to grow a
smart 34 per cent in the current
year and a good 15 per cent in
FY23, on a normalising base.
These estimates — up 0.5 per
cent and 1.4 per cent, respec-
tively — are a shade higher than
at the start of the earnings sea-
son; they have been made pri-
marily in metals and mining, oil
and gas, on the back of expecta-
tions global prices are going to
remain elevated.

These upgrades offset the
downgrades in the earnings in
the automobile, consumer sta-
ples and other discretionary sec-
tors where revenues have been
hit by input shortages and mar-
gins have been under pressure.

However, analysts caution
inflation might crimp in de-
mand; the rebound in revenue
growth, they worry, could mod-
erate. Already strategists at
Edelweiss point out that from
being broad-based in FY21,
profit growth has narrowed in
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FY22 so far, having been driven
mainly by earnings of commod-
ity players and market leaders.

Worryingly, profits have
been weaker in domestic con-
suming -facing sectors. Some of
this could be the result of
weaker demand in rural India
where the wage growth for the
non-agri sector has been
muted.

Also, the pent-up demand,
post the second-wave of the
pandemic, has found an outlet
in consumer services, rather
thanin the goods segment. This
trend could continue to play out
economy opens up further.

Although top lines rose
smartly in Q2FY22, rising 29 per
centyear-on-year for a universe
of 2,500 companies, a good part
of this was led by elevated com-
modity prices, leaving several
soft pockets. Excluding com-
modities, the growth slips to low

double digits, despite a push
from pent up demand, an infla-
tionary environment and a
favourable base. Moreover, al-
though the net profits surged 55
per cent y-o-y, the operating
profits increased by just 28 per
centy-o-y. The sum of the oper-
ating profit and wages - a proxy
for gross value added - increased
a strong 23 per cent y-o-y.

Loan growth remained sub-
dued during the quarter and the
growth in pre-provisioning
profits for banks slowed during
the quarter. Although the
macro-fundamentals remain
robust and there is the promise
of the recovery gaining mo-
mentum, analysts are con-
cerned about the expensive val-
uations and probability of
earnings slowing for some sec-
tors; margin pressures, they
feel, could persist in an infla-
tionary environment. FE

‘Vulnerability in PNB server’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 21

AVULNERABILITY in the server of
Punjab National Bankallegedly ex-
posed the personal and financial
information of its about 180 mil-
lion customers for about seven
months, according to cyber secu-
rity firm CyberXO.

Meanwhile, the bank has con-
firmed about the glitch but denied

any exposure of critical datadue to
the vulnerability.PNB said “cus-
tomer data/applications are notaf-
fected due tothis” and “server has
been shut down as a precaution-
ary measure.”

“PunjabNational Bank kept se-
verely compromising the security
of funds, personal and financial in-
formation of over 180 million (all)
its customers for about the last 7
months. PNB only woke up and
fixed the vulnerability when

How US lost ground to China in race for clean

ERICLIPTON&
DIONNE SEARCEY
WASHINGTON,NOVEMBER 21

TOM PERRIELLO saw it coming but
could do nothing to stop it. André
Kapanga too. Despite urgent
emails, phone calls and personal
pleas, they watched helplessly as
acompany backed by the Chinese
government took ownership from
the Americans of one of the
world’s largest cobalt mines.

It was 2016, and a deal had
been struck by the Arizona-based
mining giant Freeport-McIMloRan
to sell the site, located in the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
which now figures prominently in
China’s grip on the global cobalt
supply. The metal hasbeenamong
several essential raw materials
needed for the production of elec-

tric car batteries —and is now crit-
icaltoretiring the combustionen-
gine and weaning the world off cli-
mate-changing fossil fuels.

Perriello, a top US diplomat in
Africaatthe time, sounded alarms
inthe State Department. Kapanga,
thenthe mine’s Congolese general
manager, all but begged the
AmericanambassadorinCongoto
intercede. “This is a mistake,”
Kapanga recalled warning him,
suggesting the Americans were
squandering generations of rela-
tionship building in Congo, the
source of more than two-thirds of
the world's cobalt.

Not only did the Chinese pur-
chase of the mine, known as Tenke
Fungurume, go through uninter-
rupted during the final months of
the Obama administration, but
fouryears later, during the twilight
of the Trump presidency, sodid the

Solar panels at LaGuardia Airport, New York. Ap/PTi file

purchase of aneven more impres-
sive cobalt reserve that Freeport-
McMoRan puton the market. The
buyer was the same company,
China Molybdenum.

But an investigation by The

New York Times revealed a hidden
history of the cobalt acquisitions
inwhich the United States essen-
tially surrendered the resources
to China, failing to safeguard
decades of diplomatic and finan-

cial investments in Congo.

The loss of the mines hap-
pened under the watch of
President Barack Obama, con-
sumed with Afghanistan and the
Islamic State, and President
Donald]. Trump, a climate-change
skeptic committed to fossil fuels
and the electoral forces behind
them. More broadly, ithad rootsin
the end of the Cold War, according
topreviously classified documents
and interviews with senior officials
in the Clinton, Bush, Obama,
Trump and Bidenadministrations.

With the collapse of the Soviet
Union, both Democratic and
Republican administrations
shifted attention away from con-
taining Communism and slashed
generous financial aid that had
helped American companies do
businessin Congo, the documents
and interviews show.

New Delhi

In Africa, in particular, the
United States pivoted toward hu-
man rights and good-governance
issues.And globally, after 2001, the
War on Terror became anall-con-
suming preoccupation.

The only serious bidders were
Chinese companies, leaving no
doubt about the consequences of
standing by. “They were able to
move swiftly and quicker than
anybody else could,” Kathleen L.
Quirk, Freeport-McMoRan's pres-
ident, said in an interview. “So we
gotthe deal done.”

Over the pastyear, as the clean
energy transition has accelerated,
theUS governmentand the private
sector have moved morerapidly to
recover from past mistakes, scour-
ing the world for new cobalt sup-
pliesand deploying cobalt-free bat-
teries in some shorter-range
electric cars. But all of that falls far

CyberX9 discovered the vulnera-
bility and notified PNB through
CERT-In and NCIIPC,” CyberX9
founder and MD Himanshu
Pathak told PTI.

“The server wherein the vul-
nerability was reported, was being
used as one of the multiple
Exchange Hybrid servers used to
route emails from On-prim to
Office 365 Cloud. There is no sen-
sitive/critical data in this server,”
PNB said.

energy

shortof Chinese efforts to take over
resources critical toa green future,
including cobalt, lithium and oth-
ers. A Bill that passed the House
last week included tax incentives
for buyers of electric vehicles and
funding for charging stations
across the United States. Separate
bipartisan legislation that passed
the Senate in June would funnel
nearly aquarter-trillion dollars into
research and development to
compete with China, though none
of that would address supply-
chain threats like the sale of the
Congo mines.

The lack of a formal industrial
policy forminerals and metals has
comeatacosttothe US,diplomats
from the last two administrations
said. The fallout is now complicat-
ing Biden’s push to make electric
vehicles a central pillar of his cli-
mate change agenda. NYT
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It's nice to start well. But we have to be
realistic about this win and keep our feet
on the ground. It's been really good to see
some of the younger guys come through.”

RAHUL DRAVID, INDIA COACH AFTER T20 SERIES WIN

Cause for optimism

After a disappointing World Cup, Venkatesh & Axar bring hope as India blank NZ 3-0in T20I series

Axar Patel took three wickets to ensure New Zealand’s chase never got off the ground. AP

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, NOVEMBER 21

THIS WAS a game to take away positives
and note down shortcomings. The final
game of the three-match T20I series also
presented the Indian team management
with an opportunity to look into the bench
strength. The series was already secured,
but the 3-0 clean sweep served as an em-
bellishment apart from shoring up confi-
dence after a poor T20 World Cup.

One of the positives was winning the
game batting first. Coming into the game,
India’s win rate batting first in T20Is this
year was 40 per cent whereas they boasted
a 100 per cent win record batting second.
Skipper Rohit Sharma yet again won the
toss - three on the spin — and “challenged”
the batting unit “against challenging con-
ditions”. The Eden Gardens pitch was un-
usually tacky and India would take heart
from the fact that they got to 184/7 despite
middle-overs jitters. Then, they dismissed
New Zealand for 111 to win by 73 runs.

This was a dead rubber all right, but the
country’s most- storied cricket venue was
hosting an international fixture after a gap
of two years and at 70 per cent capacity, the
turnout was expected to be around 47,000.
It was a sold-out game and like the team
management, the fans also enjoyed the
cerebral batting of Venkatesh Iyer and the
lusty hitting of Deepak Chahar (21 not out
off eight balls). They expressed their an-
guish when the latter dropped a skier to of-
fer Martin Guptill a reprieve and cheered
Rishabh Pant’s spectacular diving catch to
dismiss Jimmy Neesham.

In the grand scheme of things, Dravid
and company would be happy with the
way lyer has taken to international cricket.

Rohit Sharma’s 56 off 31 balls included
five fours and three sixes. P11

After a 69-run opening wicket partnership
in 6.2 overs in which Rohit contributed to
the bulk of the scoring, the game suddenly
changed when Mitchell Santner came into
the attack. The left-arm spinner, leading
the Kiwis in the absence of Tim Southee,
bowled at the right pace and focused on
making the ball skid from the outset rather
than trying to give it a tweak. Ishan Kishan,
KL Rahul's replacement, played for the turn
and was out caught behind. In the same

WI debutant hit on head while
fielding; SL end Day 1 on top

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GALLE,NOVEMBER 21

SRI LANKA skipper Dimuth Karunaratne
slammed an unbeaten hundred to give his
team the upper hand in Sunday’s opening
Test against the West Indies, whose debu-
tant Jeremy Solozano was taken to hospital
after being hit on the helmet while fielding.

After being treated on the field by phys-
ios and medical staff at the ground, he was
rushed to a Colombo hospital for further
treatment.

“Jeremy Solozano’s scans show no struc-
tural damage. He will be kept at the hospital
overnight for observation,” Cricket West
Indies tweeted. “We will continue to keep
you posted on any further updates from our
Medical team.”

Bad light forced an early end to the day’s
play in Galle with two overs remaining and
the hosts finishing on 267/3.

Karunaratne batted through the day after
winning the toss on a slow surface, making a
139-runstand for the first wicket with Pathum
Nissanka. Part-time spinner Roston Chase dis-
missed Oshada Fernando and Angelo
Mathews for three each in quick succession to
bring the West Indies back into the game.

But Sri Lanka wrestled back the initiative
as Karunaratne shared a 97-run partnership
with Dhananjaya de Silva for the fourth
wicket. This was Karunaratne’s 13th Test cen-
tury and fourth this year. He has bagged
more than 750 runs in 2021, including a ca-
reer-best 244 against Bangladesh, despite

Jeremy Solozano was fielding at short
leg when he was hit on the helmet. AP

only playing 10 innings. Shannon Gabriel pro-
vided the breakthrough for the tourists when
he had Nissanka — who was chasing a full de-
livery wide outside the off-stump — caught by
Rahkeem Cornwall at first slip for 56. But they
squandered an opportunity to dismiss
Karunaratne on 14, when Cornwall found the
outside edge of the bat but Jermaine
Blackwood at slip was unable to hold on as he
attempted a one-handed grab.

BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka 267/3 (Karu-
naratne 132%, de Silva 56 Nisaanka 56) v
West Indies at stumps Day 1

over, Santner floated one outside the off
stump, inducing Suryakumar Yadav to go
for a drive. The batsman didn’t move his
feet much and played it uppishly to Guptill
at short extra cover. At the non-striker’s
end, Rohit wasn’t happy; there was a big
gap on the off side to manoeuvre.

Santner bagged his third by dismissing
Pant and when Rohit departed a couple of
overs later, India were 103/4 in the 12th
over. The arid numbers say that Venkatesh
Iyer had a 36-run fifth-wicket partnership
with Shreyas Iyer and the left-hander’s
contribution was a 15-ball 20. The score-
board, though, wouldn’t capture
Venkatesh’s maturity. Adjusting his stance
to counter the low bounce of the pitch
stood out. He is a tall man with a natural
upright stance. But here he was staying low,
especially against Santner and leg-spinner
Ish Sodhi. Using his reach to hit a six off
Sodhi attested smartness. Using his feet to
hit a four against Santner was excellent
cricket. And when for the first time he
bowled in this series, Venkatesh returned
with 1/12 from three overs, taking pace off
the ball and mixing his deliveries well. Both
Rohit and Dravid have spoken about play-
ing the T20Is with an eye to next year’s
World Cup in Australia. Venkatesh has
given them a good all-round option.

Ticking the boxes

On a surface where Santner created
problems for the Indian batsmen, it was no
surprise that Axar Patel made an instant
impact despite bowling with the new ball
inside the Powerplay. True to his style, Axar
started off with a fullish, fastish delivery to
dismiss Daryl Mitchell. Mark Chapman’s
scalp five balls later had a touch of
Ravichandran Ashwin, as the senior off-
spinner, resting for this game, watched

from the dugout. Axar gave the ball a lot
more air, preempted Chapman'’s charge
and dragged it wide outside the off stump.
Pant completed a quick stumping. Glenn
Phillips fell prey to a poor shot, an at-
tempted reverse sweep to a full ball from
Axar. He missed the line and was out
bowled. The left-arm spinner finished with
3/9 from three overs and the way he
bowled in this series, he has emerged as a
pretty decent back-up for Ravindra Jadeja.

Chahal’s course correction
Finally, Yuzvendra Chahal got a game
and as expected, looked out of rhythm to
start with, bowling the wrong line in his
first two overs and conceding plenty. But
the course correction and Guptill’s (51 off
36 balls) wicket would be counted as an-
other positive.
Fielding was very good as well, through
a couple of run-outs and a couple of high
catches, braving the evening dew. Santner,
after being done in by a superb Kishan
throw from the deep, threw his gloves in
disgust, on his way to the dressing room.
Wrong shot selection under pressure
remains an area of concern for India, con-
firmed by Pant’s unnecessary slog to a flat-
ter delivery from Santner. The left-hander
seemingly carried the frustration of miss-
ing out on a long-hop in the previous over.
As for Rohit, his love affair with Eden
continued via another half-century, lead-
ing to earning the Man of the Series award.
A Sodhi stunner cut short his innings on 56,
off 31 balls. But a 3-0 series win would cer-
tainly offer greater satisfaction.

BRIEF SCORES: India 184 for 7 (Rohit 56,
Kishan 29, Chahar 21% Santner 3-27) beat
New Zealand 111 (Guptill 51, Axar 3-9,
Harshal 2-23) by 73 runs

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER

Sitting in the dugout, Rohit Sharma
and Rahul Dravid would be wonder-
ing how it all went wrong. From 90
off 10 overs, India was 162/7 with
just 9 balls to go. Dravid would have
slight hopes as Deepak Chahar was
atthe crease. Earlier this year, Dravid
coached India white ball team in Sri
Lanka. Chahar had played the in-
nings of his life and helped India
score an unlikely win. It wasn't a
fluke. His one six off Milne reminded
you of tennis on high-bounce hard
courts. Short ball on the off-stump
and Chahar made room, swung the
bat ferociously and swatted it over
the bowler's head for a six. Chahar
on the crease had shades of Djokovic
on the baseline. Sourav Ganguly re-
moved his mask to beam. The fly on
the dugout roof couldn't confirm but
it is likely Dravid would have said:
"Didn't tell you, he can bat?"

Out of syllabus

In the final over of the first power play,
Rohit Sharma hit a couple of fours and of
his trademark y

Jjaw-dropping
"off the hips"
six. Among
those  im-
pressed were
the thousands
at Eden
Gardens, the
Indian dug-out
and the non-
striker Ishan
Kishan. At the end of the over, he would
be an inquisitive student asking his per-
petual captain, questions. He seemed cu-
rious about Lockie Ferguson's "back of the
hand"ball, using his gloved hands to show
the ball release. New Zealand, in the next
over, would change the pace of the game.
They would introduce spin. From
Ferguson's hitting the deck variety, it
would now be Mitchell Santner's left-arm
spin. More surprise, Ferguson would start
with an armer, Kishan missed. Another
armer the nextball and the young opener
nicked it behind the stumps. It's like you
prepare for Math but the teacher gives
you an English test.

Skipper Rohit Sharma didn’t hide his
displeasure after Deepak Chahar
dropped a skier from
Martin Guptill. By the
time Chahar came
back for his third
over, Rohit was in a
much calmer mood
with Axar stubbing
the NZ chase. He was
walking around at his
usual languid pace,
saying few words,
and wiping the wet
ball with the most
matter-of-fact expression of getting the
job done by the time Lockie Ferguson

Hot heads, calm minds and everything in between at the game

Deepak Djokovic, swatter & batter

—

Chirpy Rohit, relieved Chahar

Glenn-eagle swoops in

“Glenn Phillips’ dual unbelievable
saves” is much-viewed from the IPL
archives. Just
as one from
Ishan
Kishan's edge
is about to
touch the
third-man
rope, Phillips
comes sprawling across the screen,
having run from at least deep point. He
squeezes past an advancing Chetan
Sakariya - who has to vault over him -
- palms the ball away, and recovers be-
fore Sakariya can, to fire back the
throw. Phillips bats, keeps, bowls off-
spin. But his acrobatics in the deep reg-
ularly make highlight reels. At Eden
Gardens, Kishan was at the other end
as Rohit Sharma tucked away what
seemed like another four. Only for the
turbo-charged Phillips to hare across
to deep midwicket. Phillips crashed
into the rope and the ball was follow-
ing him there, but he changed direc-
tion instantly, and from an almost hor-
izontal position, goal-kicked the ball
to an infielder. Another one added to
those unbelievable saves.

skied the ball, and Chahar settled deci-
sively under it to formally end the Kiwi
chase in the 18th over.
It was only the fifth
victory for India to go
with six defeats while
batting first this year
(They had won five
out of five while chas-
ing). To wrap up his
first series as full-time
captain after choosing
to bat first with an
emphatic 73-run win
brought out a warm,
satisfactory smile from Rohit as he went
up to pat Chahar on the back.

Zverev dominates Medvedev, aces Finals

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TURIN, NOVEMBER 21

IF ALEXANDER Zverev’s performance this
weekend is any indication, a lot can be ex-
pected from the third-ranked German in
2022.

Zverev beat the top two players in con-
secutive matches to earn his second title at
the ATP Finals. After eliminating No. 1 Novak
Djokovic over three sets in the semifinals,
Zverev put on a dominant performance in
Sunday’s final, beating No. 2 Daniil
Medvedev 6-4, 6-4. Medvedey, the U.S.Open
champion, won this event last year and had
beaten Zverev five consecutive times.

“There’s no better way to end the season
than winning here,” Zverev said. “I'm also
now very much looking forward to next year
already.”

The title culminates quite a year for
Zverev, who also won the gold medal at the
Tokyo Olympics and who has now finished
2021 with more wins on tour — 59, one more
than Medvedev — than anyone else.

The main thing missing in Zverev’s tro-
phy collection is a Grand Slam trophy, hav-
inglost an epic final to Dominic Thiem in last
year's U.S. Open final. The final was a rematch
of a round-robin encounter on Tuesday,
when Medvedev beat Zverev in a third-set
tiebreaker.

This one went Zverev’s way from the
start, as the 6-foot-6 (1.98-meter) player
crushed a huge backhand to the corner then
gained from a net-cord winner to break
Medvedev’s serve in the third game of the
match.

Helped by fast conditions inside the Pala
Alpitour, Zverev was virtually untouchable
on his serve, winning 20 of 25 points with
his serve in the first set.

Zverev broke again in the opening game
of the second set then grew so confident that
he began executing audacious swinging-vol-
ley winners as he followed his serve to the
net on occasion.

Zverev closed it out with anace out wide
on his first match point — on a second serve.

This marked the first edition of the sea-
son-ending event for the top eight playersin
Turin — after 12 years in London, where
Zverev won his first finals title in 2018.

Pierre-Hugues Herbert and Nicolas
Mahut won the doubles title by beating
Rajeev Ram and Joe Salisbury 6-4, 7-6 (0).

Novak should be at Australian
Open, says Zverev

Novak Djokovic says he’s going to have to
“wait and see” if he plays the Australian Open
after tournament chief Craig Tiley confirmed
that everyone who attends the first Grand
Slam tennis tournament of 2022 will need
to be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 —includ-
ing all the players. Djokovic, a nine-time
Australian Open champion, has refused to
sayifhe’s vaccinated — or if he intends to get
vaccinated.

“We’ll see. We'll have to wait and see,”
Djokovic said after getting beat by Alexander
Zverev in the semifinals of the ATP Finals on
Saturday — marking his final match on tour
this year.

“Ihaven’t been talking to them, to be hon-
est,” the top-ranked Djokovic added. “I was
justwaiting to hear what the news is going to

Alexander Zverev defeated World no. 2
Daniil Medvedev 6-4, 6-4 to earn his
second title at the ATP Finals.

be and now that I know we'll just have to wait
and see.” If he does go to Australia, Djokovic
can attempt to break a tie with Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal and win arecord 21st Grand
Slam singles title.

The tournament is scheduled for Jan. 17-
30.The Victorian state government had ear-
lier said only vaccinated persons would be
allowed into the site for the tournament, and
Tiley reiterated that on Saturday.

“Everyone onsite, the fans, all the staff, the
players, will need to be vaccinated,” Tiley said
at the tournament’s official launch. “There’s
been a lot of speculation about Novak’s posi-
tion, he’s said it's a private matter.

“We would love to see Novak here, but he
knows he needs to be vaccinated in order to
play. He’s always said that the Australian
Open is the event that puts the wind in his
sails.”

The third-ranked Zverev was asked if
Djokovic’s handling of the vaccine issue
should be better respected.

“Thisis a very tough one because it’s very
political,” Zverev said. “At the end of the day
I don’t know his criteria.

“But we are visiting another country. This
is not about tennis. This is about the virus
thatis going on, right? ... At the end of the day,
the country is allowing us to enter. We need
to follow the rules and follow the guidelines,”
Zverev said. Zverev said that while it would
be “easier to win the tournament” if Djokovic
doesn’t play, “he’s No. 1 in the world so he
should be there.”

“Hopefully,” the German concluded, “the
Australian government will make an exemp-
tion or whateveritis that they can do for him
to be able to participate there.”

Meanwhile, Djokovic is scheduled to play
for Serbia at the Davis Cup finals next week
in Austria, which has just announced a na-
tional lockdown and a plan to mandate vac-
cinations as coronavirus infections hit a
record high.

People visiting Austria for work during
the lockdown have to pre-register and show
anegative PCR test if they are not vaccinated
or recently recovered from COVID-19.

Djokovic and his wife tested positive for
the coronavirus last year after he played ina
series of exhibition matches that he organ-
ized in Serbia and Croatia without social dis-
tancing amid the pandemic.
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Aronian wins Tata
Steel blitz title

Kolkata: World number four Levon
Aronian clinched the Tata Steel Chess
India blitz title, pipping Indian
teenage sensation Arjun Erigaisi in a
thrilling armageddon finish here on
Sunday. After leapfrogging sole leader
Nihal Sarin, both Aronian and Arjun
finished on same points and the
match was decided in armageddon.

Jamshedpur, East
Bengal share spoils

Vasco: East Bengal and Jamshedpur FC
played out an intense 1-1 draw in
Indian Super League. Both goals came
from set pieces. Croatian defender
Franjo Prce (17th) scored a delightful
opener for the Red and Golds while
Peter Hartley (45+3) equalised at the
stroke of half time for the Men of Steel.

Shooting nationals:
Twins claim1-2 finish

New Delhi: Twin brothers Vijayveer and
Udayveer Sindhu scripted a 1-2 finish
inthe junior men's 25m pistol event as
Punjab topped of the medals tally at the
64th National Shooting Championship
Competitions. Vijayveer shot 587 to pip
Udayveer by a point at the Dr Karni
Singh Shooting Range here on Saturday.
ShivaNarwal of Haryana finished third.

Sukant wins para
badminton gold

Kampala: Sukant Kadam claimed a gold
after two years at the Uganda Para
Badminton International, while com-
patriot Pramod Bhagat settled for three
silvers. World No. 5 Kadam defeated fel-
low Indian Nilesh Balu Gaikwad 21-16
17-2121-10in 38 minutesinmen's sin-
gles summit clash in the SL4 category.

Hamilton wins Qatar
GP, closesin on Max

Losail: Lewis Hamilton inched closer
to the F1 championship lead with a
dominating victory in the Qatar GPto
chip away at Max Verstappen's points
advantage. Verstappen still holds an
eight-point lead with two races re-
maining in one of the most dramatic
F1 title fights in at least a decade.
PTI/AP

RORY SMITH
NOVEMBER 21

IMANCHESTER UNITED had not done it aftera
humiliation by Liverpool. And the club’s exec-
utives had managed to tolerate the sight of
Manchester City's cruising to victory at Old
Trafford while barely breaking a sweat. After
each defeat, Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, the man-
ager who had overseen both calamities, some-
how remained in his post.

He could not, though, survive a third.
Solskjaer had promised, two weeks on since
that defeat against Man City, that his team
would react, that it would use the embarrass-
ment as fuel for the rest of the season. Instead,
his squad, one of the most expensively assem-
bled insoccer’slongand lavish history, went to
Watford — struggling at the foot of the Premier
League, the sort of team United used to swat
aside, unthinking — and contrived to lose on
Saturday,4-1. Thatwas the end. Aboard meet-
ingwas called. A decision was made. Solskjaer,
afavorite son finally out of rope, was out.

“Ole will always be alegend at Manchester
United and it is with regret that we have
reached this difficult decision,” the club said
on Sunday in a statement that seemed to take
pains to avoid saying Solskjaer had been fired.
“While the past few weeks have been disap-
pointing, they should not obscure all the work
he hasdone over the past three years to rebuild
the foundations for long-term success.”

The decision to remove him, though, did
little to resolve the uncertainty around United’s
future. United said Michael Carrick, Solskjaer’s
assistant and another former United player,
would take over onaninterim basis “while the
club looks to appoint an interim manager to
the end of the season.” That decision — nam-
ing a placeholder for a to-be-announced in-
terim manager — raised new questions about
the direction of the club, the most decorated
team in English soccer but one that has not
won the league since 2013.

Saturday’s defeat had seemed to spark a
sudden shift in the players’ attitudes. United’s
squad had, for the most part, remained
staunchly behind Solskjaer: He is, and has
been, well-liked by his charges. After the loss at
Watford, though, United’s long-serving goal-
keeper David De Gea acknowledged thatitap-
peared his team did not “know how todefend.”
He bemoaned his colleagues’ tendency togive
up a host of “easy chances, easy goals.”

For the first time, that view appeared to be
shared by United’s hierarchy, too. Solskjaer’s
managers convened a meeting on Saturday
evening to discuss the best course of action.
The conclave’s very existence was message
enough: From that point on, Solskjaer’s depar-

Ole Goner Solskjaer

Lopsided defeats against Liverpool & Man City had the one-time fan favourite teetering, a humbling loss to Watford finished him off

POOR START
Number of points

17 Manchester United have
won in their opening 12
league games this season. It is their
second-worst start to a Premier
League campaign, ahead only of

the 2019-20 season when they had
16 points, also under Solskjaer

ture was a matter of when, rather thanif.

He could not have been surprised. Solskjaer
returned to Old Trafford almost exactly three
years ago, answering his former team’s distress
signal after the firing of José Mourinho. His
reign has been variable in the extreme: mercu-
rial, in a kind light, and violently erratic, in a
harsher one. He restored morale to a team
heavily exposed to late-stage Mourinho. He
masterminded several surging, emotional runs
of good form, and he put together a record-
breaking streak on the road. He sent outa team
that eliminated Paris St.-Germain from the
Champions League. He reached a Europa
League final. He finished (a distant) second to
Manchester City in the Premier League.

Failure to harness players

Buthealso failed to harness all of the richly
talented players at his disposal into something
approaching a coherent unit. He lost home
games to the lesser lights of the Premier League
atanalarming clip. He lost that Europa League
final. He did not win a trophy. After the 5-O de-
feat to Liverpool last month, he was subjected
not just to anger and pity but also to ridicule.
He became, to his team’s rivals, a laughing-
stock. Particularly in the early days of his tenure,
Solskjaer made a habit of evoking Manchester
United's glorious past, the history in which he
had played such a stirring role. He would joke
about the club’s tendency to score late goals or
to mount comebacks or to make things dra-
matic. The leitmotif might have chafed after a
while, but Solskjaer was nothing if not sincere.
He cherished United’s history. He felt, keenly,
that it was his job to make sure that this itera-
tion of the team lived up to the standards set by
its predecessors.

Inaway;, his departure is vindication of his
beliefin the importance of United’s history. To
tolerate three humiliations, Liverpool and
Manchester City and Watford, would have
been to betray how Manchester United sees
itself; how Solskjaer sees it. To be true to what
the club is, United had no choice but to part
ways with the man who saw it as his job to
maintain that standard. NYT

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer was under pressure after a series of defeats. Reuters

Man City ease past
Everton 3-0

Manchester: Joao Cancelo's latest bril-
liant assist and a long-range thunder-
bolt from Rodri led Manchester City
to a 3-0 win over Everton in the
Premier League, lifting the defending
champions back to within three
points of leader Chelsea on Sunday. It
was a strong response by City to big
wins by title rivals Chelsea and
Liverpool on Saturday over Leicester
and Arsenal, respectively. AP

PREMIER LEAGUE STANDINGS

P W D L GD Pts
Chelsea 12 9 2 1 26 29
ManCity 12 8 2 2 19 26
Liverpool12 7 4 1 24 25
WHam 127 2 3 9 23

What caused Solskjaer’s failure despite full backing

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
NOVEMBER 21

MANCHESTER UNITED made Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer’s sacking official on Sunday, after three
years in charge.
The cycleof mana-
gerial hire-and-fire
continues - four in
seven years - but
why have United
fallen off their per-
. ch despite being
| one of the richest

clubsinthe world?

EXPLAINED

How was Solskjaer’s tenure as manager?
Ever since his appointment in December
2018, firstasa caretaker followed by a full-time
role, the club has backed the Norwegian to the
hilt. Solskjaer;, beingaclublegend, carried a pos-
itive vibe. He reset the team culture. Despite his
questionable managerial pedigree — a Cardiff
City discard — he improved the situation at
United, on and off the pitch, because he knew
the clubinside out. For the first time since Alex
Ferguson’sretirement in 2013, the clubsecured
back-to-back top-four finishes in the Premier
League under Solskjaer. This season, after a

summer transfer window that saw the acqui-
sitions of Jadon Sancho, Raphael Varane and
Cristiano Ronaldo, it felt like United will be title
contenders. But several issues plague the club,
starting with an ownership.

Wias Solskjaer solely to blame?

As the fans were booing Solskjaer, Bruno
Fernandes pointed towards himself and his
teammates and suggesting that as players, they
deserved the boos. Except De Gea, no player
has putin a consistent performance this term.

latedly appointed a director of football and a
technical director after losing ground to
Manchester City and Liverpool.

Has Ronaldo’s signing augured well?

The 36-year-old forward guarantees goals,
butlooking back, Solskjaer would rue the sign-
ing. Ronaldo’s arrival has robbed the team of
itshigh press, leading toa tactical conundrum.

Can United save their season?
With 17 points from 12 matches, they are
already out of the EPL title race. But a top-four

What about the club hierarchy? finish is still achievable. In the Champions
Thisis Woodward's fourthmanagerialcasu- ~ League, they are likely to reach Round of 16.

alty after he became

the de factohead fol- —
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naivety in football
matters despite
backing the man-
agers with sufficient
funds. The club
never had a struc-
ture in place and be-
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