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China’s law
can hit border
pacts: India

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

AFORTNIGHT after they blamed
each other for failing to make
headway in talks over the mili-
tary standoff on the Line of Actual
Control in Ladakh, India
Wednesday expressed “concern”
over China’s new land boundary
law, calling it a “unilateral” move
that has implications on bilateral
border agreements.

The Ministry of External
Affairs’s official spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said India ex-
pects that China “will avoid ac-
tion” under the pretext of this
law, which could “unilaterally al-
ter the situation” in border areas.

On October 23, the Standing
Committee of the National
People’s Congress, China’s cere-
monial but top legislative body;,
passed the new law for “protec-
tion and exploitation of the
country’s land border areas”, to
come into effect from January 1.

The law asks the state to
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90% with Covid
antibodies in Delhi’s
latest sero survey

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

AROUND 90 per cent of those
tested as part of the sixth sero-
logical survey in Delhi have
Covid antibodies, official sources
said Wednesday.

The latest sero survey was
conducted in the last week of
September, and a total of 28,000
blood samples were collected
from all the 280 civic wards.

Sero positivity shows the
presence of antibodies in sam-
ples, and the last such survey in
Delhi, conducted in January,
showed a rate of 56 per cent.

While sero prevalence is usu-
ally indicative of the infection
rate, officials said the high per-
centage in Delhi could also be
due to the “robust” vaccination
numbers (see table).

“We cannot say that 90% of
the people who have been tested
have contracted the infection
since we also have to account for
vaccination. Delhi’s vaccination
numbers are very robust. But it is
also true that the second Covid
wave had a devastatingimpactin
Delhi and almost every family

3 Agra students held for
cheering Pak win; college
shuts over outsider entry

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER 27

THREE KASHMIRI youths, study-
ing at an Agra engineering col-
lege under the Prime Minister’s
Special Scholarship Scheme for

J&K students, were arrested on
Wednesday for allegedly sharing
anti-India messages after
Pakistan’s win over IndiaataT20
World Cup match on Sunday.
The administration of Raja
Balwant Singh Engineering
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

% POSITIVE IN

EARLIER SURVEYS

JUNE 2020 22.86%
AUG 2020 29.1%
SEPT 2020 251%
0CT 2020 25.5%
JAN 2021 56.13%
Totalcases 14.39lakh
Total deaths 25,091
First shot Both shots
86.5% 48.3%

was affected. In two months
(Apriland May), the city recorded
around 7.5 lakh cases and 13,000
deaths,” an official said.
Over the past three months,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

DELHI SCHOOLS TO
REOPEN FOR ALL
CLASSESNOV1
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PM MODI TO MEET
POPE ON OCT 30
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ARYAN BAIL HEARING
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TEJPAL IN-CAMERA
PLEA: COURT SAYS
NOT NOW
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JUSTICE (RETD) RV RAVEENDRAN TO OVERSEE PROBE PANEL

‘Nofree pass’: SCrejects Govt’s Pegasus
denial, orders probe into snooping charges

Panel to find out if any govt agency got
spyware, if use cleared, details of targets

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

MAKING CLEAR that the State
cannot get “a free pass every
time the spectre of ‘national se-
curity’ is raised”, the Supreme
Court Wednesday ordered a
“thorough inquiry” into allega-
tions of unauthorised surveil-
lance using the Pegasus spyware.

The inquiry will be con-
ducted by a three-member tech-
nical committee constituted by
the court and its functioning will
be overseen by Justice R V
Raveendran, a retired judge of
the Supreme Court, who will be
assisted by two other experts.

The committee has been
asked to conduct the inquiry
and submit its report to the
Supreme Court “expeditiously”.
The matter will be heard again
after eight weeks.

Ruling on a batch of 12 peti-
tions which sought an inde-
pendent probe into the alleged
illegal use of the Israeli NSO
Group spyware Pegasus, the
bench of Chief Justice of India N
V Ramana, Justices Surya Kant
and Hima Kohli said “the
Petitioners have placed on
record certain material that
prima facie merits consideration
by this Court. There has been no
specific denial of any of the facts
averred by the Petitioners by the
Respondent — Union of India.
There has only been an omnibus
and vague denial in the ‘limited
affidavit’” filed by the
Respondent — Union of India,
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which cannot be sufficient. In
such circumstances, we have no
option but to accept the prima
facie case made out by the
Petitioners to examine the alle-
gations made”.

While acknowledging that it
is “asettled position of law thatin
matters pertaining to national se-
curity, the scope of judicial review
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SC moved the needle on privacy,
press freedom, Govt security alibi

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

ATTHE heart of its significant or-
der on the Pegasus snoop allega-
tions, lie three key imperatives
that the Supreme Court has un-
derlined: the right to privacy of
citizens; freedom of the pressin-
cluding the right of journalists to
ensure protection of their
sources; and the limits of
national security as an
alibi by the Government
to block disclosure of
facts related to citizen’s
rights.

The three-judge
bench, headed by Chief Justice of
India NV Ramana, in ordering a

EXPLAINED

Order by Bench with CJ Ramana, Justices Kohli and Kant

probe by a committee
headed by former
Supreme Court judge R

® | VRaveendran, flagged
thatitsinterventionis to
“uphold the constitu-

tional aspirations and rule of
law” without being “consumed

in (the) political rhetoric.”

On the government’s refusal
to file a detailed response to the
allegations made by the petition-
ers, the court cited the 2011 land-
mark ruling on black money
Ram Jethmalani v. Union of India
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WHATPOLITICALSTATEMENT VIJAY ISTRYING TOMAKE WITH THISVIRALPHOTO?

That Vijay nurtures a career in politics is an open secret. Although, he has not openly acknowledged it. Taking a
cue from Superstar Rajinikanth, he is keeping his political plunge in suspense.

TECH

SASIKALA'S AIADMK
RETURNPACT?

What her return to
AIADMK can mean for
Tamil Nadu politics

SNAP CO-FOUNDER
BOBBY MURPHY ONARs
Murphy discusses the
increasing importance
of AR in Indian market

EXPRESS

Search for militants in
Poonch, and Zia
Mustafa’s death

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

What appears unusual in the recent
killings in Jammu, and what Zia Mustafa’s
death means for Kashmiri pandits

Bajrang Dal got
Munawar’s show
cancelled, say
organisers

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 27

HC pulls up UP
cops for arrest
from Delhi
without info

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

BAJRANG DAL members from
Gujarat allegedly came down to
Mumbai, threatened the owner
of Rangshardha auditorium that
was to host stand-up comic
Munawar Faruqui’s show and
gotit cancelled, according to the
show’s organisers.

Sources said the Bajrang Dal
members also allegedly threat-
ened the owner of a Borivali hall,
which was also to host Faruqui,
leading to cancellation.

The shows were to take place
on October 29 at the hall in
Borivali (West) and on October
30and 31 at Rangsharda audito-
rium in Bandra (West).

Purnima Shah, owner of
Rangsharda auditorium, said, “We
were threatened on Tuesday by
three members of Bajrang Dal.
They said ‘this show is against
Hindus'.... [ told them that the or-
ganiser has censor certificate, but
still the Bajrang Dal members
were threatening us...so we de-
cided to cancel the show.” A sen-
ior police officer said: “We warned
Bajrang Dal that action will be
taken if it creates any issue. We
also served notice to organisers."

PULLING UP the UP Police for reg-
istering a kidnapping case
againsta Delhi family in a matter
connected to alleged elopement
of a woman and for making ar-
restsin the case without inform-
ing Delhi Police, the Delhi High
Court has asked the SHO of
Shamli police station in UP tore-
main present before it on
Thursday along with the casefile.

“One fails to understand
when [the woman] is major and
has left her parental home of her
own free willand married to [the
man], how an offence under
Section 366 IPC and consequen-
tial offence under Section 368 IPC
ismade out. Itis unfortunate that
even without finding that [the
woman] was major or minor, and
without finding correct facts from
her, arrests in the FIR in question
have been made,” Justice Mukta
Gupta said in an order.

The court passed the orderin
the petition of a couple, who
stated that they got married on
July 1, 2021. The court was told
that the woman’s parents are
against the marriage and have
been threatening them.
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Press freedom

to say that the Government
“should not take an adversarial
position when the fundamental
rights of citizens are at threat”.

“This free flow of informa-
tion from the Petitioners and the
State, in a writ proceeding before
the Court, is an important step
towards Governmental trans-
parency and openness, which
are celebrated values under our
Constitution,” the court said.

The apex court also refused
to accept the blanket argument
of national security made by
Solicitor General of India Tushar
Mehta when he refused to file a
detailed affidavit or answer
whether the Centre had pro-
cured the spyware at all.

Indeed, the court moved the
needle on holding the govern-
ment accountable when it re-
fused to accept the sweeping use
of national security to deny in-
formation to the court. In fact, it
said that now on, the
Government will have to plead
its case.

“Of course, the Respondent-
Union of India may decline to
provide information when con-
stitutional considerations exist,
such as those pertaining to the
security of the State, or when
there is a specificimmunity un-
der a specific statute. However,
it is incumbent on the State to
not only specifically plead such
constitutional concern or statu-
tory immunity but they must
also prove and justify the same
in Court on affidavit,” the Court
said.

That’s not all. The court also
rejected the government’s plea
to set up its own probe. “Such a
course of action would violate
the settled judicial principle
against bias, i.e., that ‘justice
must not only be done, but also
be seen to be done’,” it said.

Citing the right to privacy, the
court said that “privacy is not the
singular concern of journalists
or social activists.”

“In a democratic country
governed by the rule of law, in-
discriminate spying on individ-
uals cannot be allowed except
with sufficient statutory safe-
guards, by following the proce-
dure established by law under
the Constitution.”

The court has set six terms of
reference for the Justice
Raveendran Committee that
range from confirming the use
of Pegasus spyware on citizens,
details of those affected to
whether the government or any
other party procured the spy-
ware to use on citizens and the
laws that could have allowed
such use. Significantly, these are
the same questions the govern-
ment refused to answer before
the court.

The court has also asked the
Raveendran committee to make
recommendations onalegal and
policy framework to protect cit-
izens against surveillance and
enhance cyber security of the
country.

Significantly, the court also
emphasised freedom of press
and the right of journalists to
protect sources as a compelling
reason to initiate the probe.

“Such chilling effect (alleged
surveillance) on the freedom of
speech is an assault on the vital
public- watchdog role of the
press, which may undermine
the ability of the press to provide
accurate and reliable informa-
tion,” the court said.

“Animportant and necessary
corollary of such arightis toen-
sure the protection of sources of
information. Protection of jour-
nalistic sources is one of the ba-
sic conditions for the freedom of
the press. Without such protec-
tion, sources may be deterred
from assisting the press in in-
forming the public on matters of
publicinterest,” it added.

Serosurvey

the Covid situation in Delhi has
improved significantly. Cases re-

is limited”, the bench said “this

does not mean that the State
gets a free pass every time the
spectre of ‘national security’ is
raised. National security cannot
be the bugbear that the judici-
ary shies away from, by virtue
of its mere mentioning.
Although this Court should be
circumspect in encroaching
upon the domain of national se-
curity, no omnibus prohibition
canbe called for against judicial
review... The mere invocation
of national security by the State
does not render the Court a
mute spectator”.

It listed what it called the
“compelling circumstances
that have weighed with us to
pass such an order”:

MW Right to privacy and freedom
of speech are alleged to be im-
pacted, which needs to be ex-
amined.

M The entire citizenry is af-
fected by such allegations due
to the potential chilling effect.
M No clear stand taken by the
Respondent--Union of India
regarding actions taken by it.
M Seriousness accorded to the
allegations by foreign coun-
tries and involvement of for-
eign parties.

M Possibility that some foreign
authority, agency or private en-
tity is involved in placing citi-
zens of this country under sur-
veillance.

M Allegations that the Union or
State Governments are party to
the rights’ deprivations of the
citizens.

M Limitation under writ juris-
diction to delve into factual as-
pects. For instance, even the
question of usage of the tech-
nology on citizens, whichis the
jurisdictional fact, is disputed
and requires further factual ex-
amination.

The terms of reference of
the committee include:

B Whether the Pegasus suite
of spyware was used on
phones or other devices of the
citizens of India to access
stored data, eavesdrop on con-
versations, intercept informa-
tion and/or for any other pur-
poses not explicitly stated
herein?

M The details of the victims
and/or persons affected by
such a spyware attack.

B What steps/actions have
been taken by the

Respondent--Union of
India after reports were pub-
lished in the year 2019 about
hacking of WhatsApp accounts
of Indian citizens, using the
Pegasus suite of spyware.

B Whether any Pegasus suite
of spyware was acquired by
the Respondent--Union of
India, or any State
Government, or any central or
state agency for use against the
citizens of India?

M If any governmental agency
has used the Pegasus suite of
spyware on the citizens of this
country, under what law, rule,
guideline, protocol or lawful
procedure was such deploy-
ment made?

M If any domestic entity/per-
son has used the spyware on
the citizens of this country,
then is such a use authorised?

Three editors of The Indian
Express — two current and one
former — are among the over
40 journalists and over 100 oth-
ers whose phone numbers fig-
ure in a leaked list of potential
targets of surveillance by an
“unidentified agency,” using
the Pegasus spyware, The Wire
had reported as part of a global
investigation drawing on data
accessed by Paris-based
Forbidden Stories. Prominent
among those whose phones
were targeted were Rahul
Gandhi, Ashwani Vaishnaw,
Prashant Kishor, Abhishek
Banerjee, Prahlad Patel, Ashok
Lavasa and Rakesh Asthana.

During the hearing in the
Supreme Court, the Centre
had filed a brief affidavit “un-
equivocally” denying the alle-
gations and said the matterin-
volved national security
questions due to which it did
not wish to put the detailsin a
public affidavit and make it a
matter of public debate. It said
it would divulge the details to
a committee of experts who
would examine the issue. It
urged the court to allow it to
set up the committee.

But the bench, in its order,
said itis turning down the gov-
ernment’s request due to alle-
gations that the Union or state
governments are party to the
deprivations of rights of the cit-

No national security free pass,
says SC, orders Pegasus probe

izens. It said allowing the re-
quest “would violate the set-
tled judicial principle against
bias, i.e., that ‘justice must not
only be done, but also be seen
tobe done’.”

Noting it was “an extremely
uphill task to find and select
experts who are free from prej-
udices, are independent and
competent” and that “some of
the candidates politely de-
clined... while others had some
conflict of interest”, the bench
named a three-member tech-
nical committee comprising Dr
Naveen Kumar Chaudhary,
Dean of National Forensic
Sciences  University in
Gandhinagar; Dr Prabaharan P,
Professor at Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham in Kerala; and
Dr Ashwin Anil Gumaste,
Institute Chair Associate
Professor at Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay. The com-
mittee’s functioning will be
overseen by  Justice
Raveendran who will be as-
sisted by former IPS officer
Alok Joshi and cyber security
expert Dr Sundeep Oberoi.

The bench expressed dis-
pleasure over the “limited affi-
davit” filed by the government
saying it “does not shed any
light on their stand or provide
any clarity as to the facts”.

The bench said “if the...
Union of India had made their
stand clear it would have been
a different situation, and the
burden on us would have been
different. Such a course of ac-
tion taken by the... Union of
India, especially in proceedings
of the present nature which
touches upon fundamental
rights... cannot be accepted”.

The ruling also touched
upon the aspect of privacy
rights, noting “certain limita-
tions exist” but “any restric-
tions must necessarily pass
constitutional scrutiny”.

The bench said the “right to
privacy is directly infringed
when there is surveillance or
spying... by the State or by any
external agency” and “if done
by the State...must be justified
on constitutional grounds”.

Elaborating on the need for
balancing privacy concerns
with the security needs of the
state, the bench said it “is cog-

nizant of the State’s interest to
ensure that life and liberty is
preserved and must balance
the same. For instance, in to-
day’s world, information gath-
ered by intelligence agencies
through surveillance is essen-
tial for the fight against vio-
lence and terror. To access this
information, a need may arise
to interfere with the right to
privacy of an individual... The
considerations for usage of
such alleged technology, ought
tobeevidencebased.Inadem-
ocratic country governed by
the rule of law, indiscriminate
spying on individuals cannot
be allowed except with suffi-
cient statutory safeguards”.

“Somewhat allied to the
concerns of privacy,” it said, “is
the freedom of the press”. It re-
called observations made by
the Supreme Court in the case
of Indian Express Newspapers
(Bombay) Private Limited v.
Union of India, (1985) 1SCC641:
“The freedom of press, as one
of the members of the
Constituent Assembly said, is
one of the items around which
the greatest and the bitterest of
constitutional struggles have
been waged in all countries
where liberal constitutions
prevail. The said freedom is at-
tained at considerable sacrifice
and suffering....”

It said “it is undeniable that
surveillance and the knowl-
edge that one is under the
threat of being spied on can af-
fect the way an individual de-
cides to exercise his or her
rights. Such a scenario might
result in self-censorship. This
is of particular concern when
itrelates to the freedom of the
press...Such a chilling effect on
the freedom of speechisanas-
sault on the vital public-watch-
dog role of the press, which
may undermine the ability of
the press to provide accurate
and reliable information”.

“An important and neces-
sary corollary of such aright is
to ensure the protection of
sources of information.
Protection of journalistic
sources is one of the basic con-
ditions for the freedom of the
press. Without such protection,
sources may be deterred from
assisting the press,” it said.

ported in a day have remained
under 100 since August and the
average positivity rate below 0.1
per cent.

The average number of peo-
ple tested per day was around
70,000 till September, and about
55,000 in October. On
Wednesday, 38 Covid cases
were reported at a positivity rate
of 0.06% -- over 59,000 tests
were conducted and no deaths
were reported.

Sero surveys in other cities,
conducted after the second
wave and vaccination drives,
also show high sero prevalence.

In the survey conducted in
Mumbai in August, the preva-
lence of Covid antibodies was
86.64 per cent. The rate was 80.2
per cent in a survey started in
Chandigarhin July,and 78.3 per
cent in the one conducted in

Haryana's Gurgaon in
September.
China’s law

follow the principles of “equal-
ity, mutual trust, and friendly
consultation, and handle land
border related-affairs with
neighbouring countries through
negotiations to properly resolve
disputes and longstanding bor-
derissues”.

New Delhi’s sharp response

is similar to Beijing’s "concern"
in August 2019 over India’s de-
cision to revoke the special sta-
tus of Jammu and Kashmir un-
der Article 370.

It also comes almost a year-
and-a-half into the unresolved
border standoff between the
two countries. China has re-
solved boundary disputes with
all its neighbours, except India
and Bhutan.

InLadakh, troops have disen-
gaged on the north and south
banks of Pangong Tso and Gogra
Post, but not at Hot Springs
where they continue to face each
other ever since the Chinese
crossed the LACin May 2020.

The Chinese have also been
preventing Indian troops from
accessing traditional patrolling
points on the Depsang Plains,
not far from the strategic Indian
outpost at Daulat Beg Oldie near
the Karakoram Pass in the north.

“China’s unilateral decision
to bring about a legislation,
which can have implications on
our existing bilateral arrange-
ments on border management
as well as on the boundary ques-
tion, is of concern to us,” the
MEA spokesperson said.

Detailing India’s position, the
spokesperson said: “Such a uni-
lateral move will have no bear-

ing on the arrangements that
both sides have already reached
earlier, whether it is on the
Boundary Question or for main-
taining peace and tranquility
along the LAC in India-China
Border areas. We also expect
that China will avoid undertak-
ing action, under the pretext of
this law, which could unilater-
ally alter the situation in the
India-China border areas.”

He said: “China’s law also
states among other things that
China abides by treaties con-
cluded with or jointly acceded
to by foreign countries on land
boundary affairs. It also has pro-
visions to carry out reorganisa-
tion of districts in the border ar-
eas.”

Underlining that India and
China “have still not resolved the
boundary question”, the MEA
said that both sides have agreed
to seek a "fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable” resolution
through consultations “on an
equal footing”.

They have also concluded
several bilateral agreements,
protocols and arrangements to
maintain peace along the LACin
the interim, the spokesperson
said.

New Delhi also reminded
Beijing that “the passage of this

New Delhi

new law does not in our view
confer any legitimacy to the so-
called China Pakistan “Boundary
Agreement” of 1963 which the
Government of India has consis-
tently maintained is an illegal
and invalid agreement”. India
maintains that under this agree-
ment, Pakistan illegally ceded
5,180 km of Indian territory in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir to
China.

In August 2019, after India
decided to abrogate Article 370,
China had expressed “serious
concern" and said that "the par-
ties concerned should exercise
restraint and act with caution,
especially to avoid actions that
unilaterally change the status
quo and exacerbate the tension".

Inits response, the MEA had
said that "India does not com-
ment on the internal affairs of
other countries and similarly ex-
pects other countries to do like-
wise".

Agra students

Technical College, which rusti-
cated the three students on
Monday, announced that the
college would be shut down un-
til action is taken against those
who forcibly entered the college
on Tuesday demanding the ar-
rest of the Kashmiri students.

Agra Circle Officer
(Lohamandi) Saurabh Singh said
the three students, identified as
Arsheed Yusuf, Inayat Altaf
Sheikh and Showkat Ahmed
Ganai, were arrested around 5
pmon Wednesday. “They will be
presented in front of a magis-
trate tomorrow,” said the officer.

The three were booked un-
derIPC Sections 153-A (promot-
ing enmity between different
groups)and 505 (1)(B)(within-
tent to cause, or which is likely
to cause, fear or alarm to the
public, or to any section of the
public), and 66-F of the
Information Technology Act for
allegedly sending WhatsApp
messages “against the country”
after Sunday’s match. The case
was lodged at Jagdishpura po-
lice station on Tuesday after
protests were held by Hindu
outfits outside the college de-
manding their arrest.

While Yusuf and Sheikh are
third-year students of civil engi-
neering, Ganai is a fourth-year
student from the same depart-
ment.

The college’s chief proctor, Dr
Ashish Shukla, said the three are
among 11 students studying un-
der the PM Special Scholarship
Scheme (PMSSS). “Of the 11,
seven were present on campus
on Sunday, while four were not
here. After the incident, we had
to shut down the college so the
remaining Kashmiri students
have also left the campus,” said
Dr Shukla.

“We have already informed
the AICTE (All India Council of
Technical Education) about the
incident and the subsequent ac-
tion. We took action on time.
Our only issue is, how can some
people justenter the college and
create a ruckus,” said Shukla.

On Wednesday evening, the
administration announced that
the college would be shut until
action is taken against those
who entered the college forcibly
on Tuesday. “Yesterday, the col-
lege was functioning like it does
when around 3.45 pm, several
outside elements entered the
college premises illegally and
disrupted the studies. They also
tried to forcefully enter the hos-
tel, which is wrong and unac-
ceptable. They did not have any
conversation with the director
of the college regarding this.
When they could not enter the
hostels, they raised slogans in
the premises and also blocked
the road outside,” reads the
statement issued by the college.

The statement said thateven
after police personnel arrived at
the spot, the outsiders contin-
ued their protest till late in the
night. “They also used objection-
able language against the three
students and also the college ad-
ministration. They also said the
college is a shelter for youths
with separatist ideology, and
made an attempt to ruin the col-
lege’s image,” reads the state-
ment, saying that until the trou-
ble makers face action, "the
institutes of the RBS family will
remain shut.” The RBS Group
has seven educational institutes
across UP.

On Wednesday, the J&K
Students’ Association wrote to
UP CM Yogi Adityanath, urging
that the case against the three
students be dropped since it
"will ruin their future and fur-
ther alienate them”.

Under the PMSSS scheme,
5,000 scholarships are offered
every year to students of J&K to
pursue undergraduate studies in
areas such as engineering, med-
ical, nursing, pharmacy, hotel
management, agriculture, archi-
tecture and commerce ina list of
select institutes. Apart from tu-
ition fees, the scholarship also
gives students Rs 1 lakh for liv-
ing expenses. During the pan-
demic, when colleges were shut,
this amount was brought down
to Rs 40,000. The largest num-
ber of applications is usually re-
ceived from Kashmir, followed
by Jammu and Ladakh.
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Ayodhya to be added in Delhi
govt free pilgrimage scheme

FREE COACHING CLASSES FOR
ENTRANCE EXAM SUCH AS SSC, BANK,

RAILWAY, CDS, NDS, AE, JE etc.

JAI BHIM *

MUKHYAMANTRI

=) onset of Covid but is expected to P RATI B H A VI KAS
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE = How to restart soon. YOJNA
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 27 = apply for During his visit to Ayodhya

= scheme Tuesday, Kejriwal had promised
THE DELHI Cabinet Wednesday > Y that the Ram temple would be

approved the inclusion of
Ayodhya in its free pilgrimage
scheme for the elderly, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal an-
nounced.

At present, Amritsar, Ujjain,
Shirdi, Jammu, Dwarka, Tirupati,
Rameshwaram, Haridwar, Bodh
Gaya are among locations that
are part of the Mukhyamantri

made part of the scheme. A cab-
inet meeting was scheduled im-
mediately after the visit.

AAP leaders, including
Kejriwal, have been visiting dif-
ferent states where elections are
due next year, including Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Goa and
Uttarakhand. The polls are cru-
cial to the party’s expansion

Around 35,000 people
have been taken on pil-
grimages by the govern-
ment so far. People can
apply online on
edistrict.delhigovt.nic.in.

They can also apply by
visiting the office of the
Divisional Commissioner,

CM Kejriwal on his visit to
Ayodhya Tuesday

DIP/ShabdartiyD/0116/21-22,

Teerth Yatra Yojna, wherein sen-
ior citizens are taken to pilgrim-
ages by the government free of
cost.

“We decided in the cabinet
meeting today that Ayodhya will
be added to Mukhyamantri
Teerth Yatra Yojna. Under this

scheme, senior citizens are taken
for pilgrimages completely free
of cost. All expenses, including
ACtrain tickets, ACaccommoda-
tion, food, local travel, are borne
by the government. Those going
for the trip can take one person
along, for example, a child. Their

MLA of the area or Teerth
Yatra Committee.

expenses will also be borne by
the government,” Kejriwal said.

The scheme, launched in
2018, has been on hold since the

plans and state units have been
working to broaden their base.
While the party’s main cam-
paign point has been free power
and subsidies, along with anim-
provement in government
schools, it has also held various
Tiranga yatras in Uttar Pradesh.

NOW DELHI GOVERNMENT WILL PAY FOR THE BEST COACHING FOR YOU!

Delhi Govt. invites applications for free online coaching from the

eligible students belonging to SC,ST,0BC and EWS Category

Farm fires, calm winds make

Delhi’s air quality plummet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

DELHI'S AIR quality index once
again slipped to the ‘poor’ cate-
gory on Wednesday, and is likely
todeteriorate further to the ‘very
poor’ category by Thursday.
The AQI on Wednesday was
232 with PM10 being the main
pollutant, according to the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) bulletin. So far this
month, the national capital has
recorded four ‘poor’ AQI days.
AQlinthe 201 to 300rangeis

ing discomfort to most people on
prolonged exposure”, and ‘very
poor’ AQI can lead to “respiratory
illness on prolonged exposure”,
according to the CPCB.

Going by the SAFAR forecast,
the effective fire count in the
northwest of Delhi is 656. The
contribution of crop residue
burning to PM2.5 levels is 16%,
the SAFAR forecast said. The
wind direction is from the north-
west, favouring transport of pol-
lutants, and local winds are calm
making the dispersion of pollu-
tants difficult. The air quality, is
likely to deteriorate to the ‘very

gfdm amgal — wealar e
ARYA PRATIBHAVIKAS SANSTHAN

An Initiative of Arya Samaj
Inspired & Founded by Mahashay Dharampal

Announces Free Coaching, Training,
Mentoring and Residential Facilities
For Meritorious and Deserving UPSC CIVIL
SERVICES EXAM (IAS/IPS/IFS etc.) ASPIRANTS

t
SUSHIL RAJ ARYAa PRATIBHA VIKAS
KENDRA , DELHI

OUR SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS

ANIL KUMAR PODDISHETTY
RATHOD SRIJA

IAS, AIR 81, | IAS, AIR 20
UPSC CSE-2019 ! UPSC CSE-2020

ELIGIBILITY FOR JAI BHEEM MUKHYAMANTRI PRATIBHA VIKAS YOJNA

SC, ST, OBC

Secondary and Sr. Secondary passed

from Delhi.

Family income should not exceed 8 lakhs.

Caste Certificate
(Issued by Distt. Magistrate Office)

Note: Under this scheme, 75% of beneficiaries will be Delhi Government school students

For Application format and full details, please visit Department website:
scstwelfare.delhigovt.nic.in

GENERAL CATEGORY

Secondary and Sr. Secondary passed
from Delhi.

Family income should not exceed 8 lakhs.

Income/EWS Certificate
(Issued by Distt. Magistrate office )

Interested candidates can apply online at

g ) “We will not let shortage of money become
Website : www.pratibhavikas.org

a roadblock for talented students”

- Arvind Kejriwal, Chief Minister, Delhi

Rechtar DEPARTMENT FORTHE WELFARE OF SCs, STs, OBCs AND MINORITIES,
—smd== _ GOVERNMENTOFNCTOFDELHI W

NEXT IAS

BIG LEARNINGS MADE EASY

considered ‘poor’, while an index
between 301 and 400 is cate-
gorised as ‘very poor’. AQl in the
‘poor’ range can cause “breath-

poor’ category on October 28,
and to the “higher end” of the
‘very poor’ category on October
29, the SAFAR forecast said.

Last Date For Registration : 08 November 2021
For more information contact:

9311721172, E-mail: dss.pratibha@gmail.com

GS Foundation Course for CSE 2023

Learn GS from Top Faculties . Course Features

I
Economy by Kapuria Sir & Vibhas Jha Sir i @ Classes by experienced & renowned faculties. @ Systematic subject sequence and well-framed modules.
History by Avadh Ojha Sir & Abhishek Parmar Sir I

[ j Well designed hensive stud terial. ] i i i
Geography by Alok Ranjan Sir & Sikandar Khan Sir | @ Well designed comprehensive study materia @ Personalized Academic Coach for academic support.
Polity by Atish Mathur Sir : @ Mandatory weekly classroom tests and discussions. @ Unique concept of classroom workbooks.

. . !

Science & Technology by Ayaz Khan Sir \ @ Weekly classes for Current Affairs and newspaper. @ Professionally managed & interactive classrooms
Ethics by K.M. Pathi Sir & Raj Rai Sir \
Ecology & Environment by A.P. Singh Sir i - - -

! -
Internal Security, IR & Essay by Ruchika Ma'am ! Offllne C|asses lee onllne C|asses
Indian Society & Social Justice by Raj Rai Sir | B3 Batch commencing from: L1 Batch commencing from:
Answer Writing & Time Management by S. Handa Sir ! nd , : 0 :

. . ’ . .

Art & Culture by Rahul Sengar Sir | 2" Dec’21 (8:30amto 11:00 am) 5" Jan’22 (6:30 pm to 8:30 pm)
Disaster Management & General Science by Mohit Sharma Sir i T
Current Affairs by a Team of Experts ! Admission open
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Mains Test Series
for CSE 2021

Offline & Online Test Series

Optionals Through
Questions

Online (Recorded) Classes

GS Mains Through Questions

Optional Foundation
Course for CSE 2022 & 2023

Offline Classes & Online Classes

for CSE 2021

Live Online Classes

Comprehensive coverage of the syllabus.
Focus on individual attention.

Test Series of 7-8 tests for revision of course.

@ Classes by Senior and experienced faculties. @ Subjects: @ General Studies @ Essay

* Economy by Vibhas Jha Sir = Civil Engineering by MADE EASY Team
« History by Avadh Ojha Sir and Abhishek Parmar Sir
» Polity & Governance by Atish Mathur Sir

» Science & Technology by Ayaz Sir

» Environment by A.P. Singh Sir

» Geography by Sikander Khan Sir
« International Relations by Ruchika Ma'am @ 150-200 hours of meticulously designed classes.

QQ

@ Optional Subjects:
= Geography

Q

= Electrical Engineering by MADE EASY Team = Economics = Sociology

. . . = Economics by Vibhas Jha Sir
= Civil Engineering

= Mathematics

= Mechanical Engineering by MADE EASY Team o [ 3

- th
= Electrical Engg. | Commencing from 20" Nov, 2021 |

= Economics by Vibhas Jha Sir = Geography by Alok Ranjan Sir

@ Tests to be held on Sundays as per schedule.
@ Feedback & suggestions for improvement. = Sociology by Raj Kumar Rai Sir

. j isi i . = Mathematics by Maneesh Singh Sir
* Art & Culture : Rahul Sengar Sir @ CSE pattern based coverage of the most important < (R S e Bl e e v 9

« Ethics (case studies) by Raj Rai Sir and Hartesh Sir questions and relevant concepts for CSE Main Exam.

| Commenced from 17" Oct, 2021 | | Commenced from 18" Oct, 2021 |

GS Prelims Test Series Essay Course for CSE 2021
Offline Classes & Online Test Series Offline Classes & Online Classes

Total 30 tests on UPSC pattern and latest trends by Ms. Ruchika Bhardwaj
Commencing from 31* Oct, 2021 Commenced from 23" Oct, 2021

@ Mains specific focused & targeted : Questions/issue-based & Discussion of previous years' questions integrated
coverage of important topics for GS Paper-l, II, lll and IV. with answer writing skills.

@ Total: 40 lectures (100 teaching hrs). | Commenced from 18" Oct, 2021 |

Commencing from 1*Nov, 2021 |
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CORONAVIRUS

IN THE CAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST 24 HOURS

13,912

Total Vacant
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14,39,709 | icuseos 3323 3268
Cases Recoveries | Deaths Tests §
0Oct 26 a 25 0 50202 £
Oct27 38 13 0 50909 =
Total 348* 1414270 | 25001 129189445 &

Delhi schools to reopen for all classes

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

AFTER MORE than 19 months of
a Covid-induced shutdown,
schools in Delhi will be permit-
ted tore-open for all classes —in-
cluding at the primary level—
from November 1.

The announcement by
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia on Wednesday, permit-
ting all schools — government
and private —to reopen for all
classes, came as a surprise for
stakeholders considering thatin
late September, the Delhi
Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA) had decided that
schoolsin the city may only be al-
lowed to reopen for nursery to
Class 8 after the festive season.

While the expert committee
constituted by the DDMA to plan
for school re-opening had rec-
ommended in August that
schools re-open for classes 6to 8
in September, it recommended
that they open for children of pri-
mary and pre-primary grades in
the third phase.

Even before the national lock-
down had been announced on
March 24 2020, schools across
Delhi had closed from March 12
as a precautionary measure
against the spread of Covid-19.
Since then, students of primary
and middle school grades have
not returned to schools.

In January this year, schools

—— BRIEFLY —

Central Vista:
L&T awarded
contract

New Delhi: Engineering
and construction major
L&T Wednesday was
handed over the contract
for the construction and
maintenance of the first
three buildings part of the
new Common Central
Secretariat under the
Central Vista revamp plan.

Nihang Sikhs
hold meeting
at Singhu

New Delhi: A meeting was
held by Nihang Sikhs at
the Singhu border on
Wednesday to decide the
further course of actionre-
garding the farmers’
protest. The gathering
comes days after a pro-
tester was killed, allegedly
by Nihang Sikhs, who
claim he desecrated the
Sikh holy book. The
Nihangs are likely to hold a
conference Thursday to
further provide clarity on
their participation.

Two injured
afterafight
with neighbors

New Delhi: Two men were
injured after a fight broke
out between two groups
in Northeast Delhi’s
Seelampur Wednesday. A
video was uploaded on so-
cial media showing two
men covered in blood, al-
leging that their neigh-
bours were celebrating
Pakistan’s win in the
cricket match and when
they objected, they
thrashed them with
bricks. ENS

in Delhi opened for classes 10and
12 and in February, classes 9 and
11 were allowed to go to school.
However, with the onset of an-
other wave of Covid, schools shut
down completely on April 9.

With the daily Covid caseload
continuing to drop, schools
opened for classes 9 to 11 once
again on September 1. However,
there was no approval then foral-
lowing younger children back
into school.

Wednesday's announcement
means that primary and middle
school students will be permit-
ted to return to school after more
than a year and a half. However,
schools may function only at 50
per cent capacity on any given
day and attendance will be vol-
untary with students requiring
parental consent to report to
school. All schools will be di-
rected to follow a blended or hy-
brid model of teaching-learning.

Sisodia also said no parents
are to be pushed into sending
their children to school. Schools
have been directed to ensure
complete vaccination coverage
of all staff members, including
non-teaching staff.

“It was informed in the
DDMA meeting that in all
schools, 98-99% staff have re-
ceived at least one dose of the
vaccine. But now they should ex-
pedite the second dose as well
and ensure that the few people
who haven't yet received the first
dose get it,” said Sisodia.

Private schools may wait till after Diwali

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

AFTER THE Deputy Chief
Minister’s announcement that
schools will be permitted to open
for all grades from November 1,
many private schools are con-
templating opening for the
younger children only after the
Diwali break, and school trans-
port is still not likely to be avail-
able at most.

For most schools and parents,
the announcement that the next
phase of reopening from
November 1 will extend to all pri-
mary and middle grades at the
same time came as a surprise as
they had been expecting this to
happen in a staggered manner,
beginning with middle school
grades, followed by primary.

Schools have been open since
September 1 for classes IX to XII
and have been reporting varying
levels of physical attendance,
from as much as 80% in some
government schools to less than
50% in private schools.

At DAV Public School
Pushpanjali Enclave, the physical
attendance has been around 60-
70% for classes IX-XII. Principal
Rashmi Biswal said they are look-
ing forward to welcoming
younger children back to school

Schools open since September 1 for classes IX to XIL. Archive

but would have to work through
some logistical challenges first.
“We were preparing for
classes V to VIII, and the an-
nouncement that the reopening
will be for primary grades as well
came as a surprise. I'm a little
worried about the handling of
younger children. But the first
step will be to drop a line to all
parents that we are planning the
reopening and to get a rough es-
timate of how many students are
willing to come. Ina physical par-
ent-teacher meeting I had with
preschoolers in August, there
was a lot of excitement to come
to school, which they have never
been to. Working parents are also
under alot of pressure... With the

need to open up all grades, main-
tain 50% capacity in rooms, and
have blended learning, there’s
quite a lot of burden. Many
schools, including ours, had
streamlined their staff during the
pandemic and we'll have toreap-
point,” she said.

She said they will only reopen
after the Diwali break, in the sec-
ond week of November.

At Bal Bharti Public School
Pitampura, principal Meenu
Goswami said they are likely to
open after Diwali. She said school
buses are not likely to resume as
itis not “financially viable”.

“On a given day, we can only
call only 50% students, and we
don’t know how many of them

will actually attend.Idon’t know
how many of those children will
take the bus... It's not financially
viable to rope in a private con-
tractor with these considera-
tions. And if we do introduce bus
services, we'll have to hike up the
transport fee,” she said.

However, she said the school
is prepared to take on blended
learning for all grades with inter-
active panels in all classrooms.

Atgovernment schools which
are still functioning as sites for
non-teaching activities, space re-
mains a concern for the next
phase. “We are excited to have
our students back and the issue
we faceis that of space. My school
has vaccination sites, and each
siteis operating with three class-
rooms. We will be able to bring it
down to two rooms per site, but
there are some other schools with
five sites. Even for classes IX to XII,
we have only been able to call dif-
ferent classes on alternate days to
accommodate them at 50% ca-
pacity. But we are prepared for
blended teaching since we have
access to the required Google
platforms, tablets and have even
purchased tripods to facilitate
recording,” said PD Sharma, head
of a government school in
Peeragarhi and general secretary
of Vice and Principals' Association
of Delhi.

=
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Ragpickers at the Ghazipur landfill, known as the largest ‘garbage mountain’ in Delhi-NCR, on Wednesday. Praveen Khanna

Pre-decided venues,
limited attendance for
Chhath in capital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

THE DELHI Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) Wednesday
decided toallow Chhath celebra-
tions in public in the capital.

The body, which is headed by
the Delhi L-G Anil Baijal, had ear-
lier banned public celebrations
of the festival, which is primarily
observed by people from
Purvanchal.

“Many people’s sentiments
are associated with Chhath, the
DDMA has granted permission
to celebrate it in public... We
have observed that Covid is un-
der control in the city and there
is no need to worry, but there is
aneed to be very careful. The cel-
ebrations will have to follow a
very strict protocol, celebrations
will be held only at pre-decided
locations, a limited number of
people will be allowed and
masks will be mandatory,” said

SPREAD ACROSS DELHI

Saptarani: Hard-to-miss fragrant sentinels that come alive before winter

ASHNABUTANI &
ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

THE SAPTAPARNI is hard-to-
miss — entire streets are
swathed in the unmistakable
smell of its flowers in the
evening, and vehicles parked be-
neath the trees are peppered
with the tiny, white blooms that
have become associated with
these days of the year, when
rains have subsided and a slight

nip in the air heralds the arrival
of winter.
Some are stealth-

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia.

The earlier decision to ban
celebrations in public had drawn
flak from the state units of the
BJP and the Congress, putting
pressure on the AAP-ruled Delhi
government.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had appealed to the
Centre to allow the festival to be
celebrated, while Sisodia had
written to the Health Minister
asking him to consult a group of
experts and come out with
guidelines for the festival.

According to estimates, close
toathird of Delhi’s populationis
originally from the Purvanchal
region, which includes eastern
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. Over
the years, Chhath has become
one of the main festivals cele-
brated in the city, and the Delhi
government along with civic
bodies makes arrangements for
celebration at the banks of
Yamuna.

in charge of the Yamuna
Biodiversity Park, said that the
leaves are 'palmately

ily tucked into wly compound’, which
smaller lanes and - 4 means they are sym-
others line the city's metrically arranged
main roads. The tree around a common
was first planted in point.
the 1940s at Golf The name
Links and it is now a Saptaparni comes
popular avenue tree. TREES from Sanskrit words
Its leaves, which OF DELHI 'sapta’, meaning

radiate from a com-
mon centre, are just as hard to
miss. Dr Faiyaz Khudsar, who is

seven, and 'parni’,
which means leaves. They gen-
erally have seven compound

Firefighter

building falls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

A 31-YEAR-OLD firefighter, in-
jured while controlling a factory
fire, succumbed to his injuries
Wednesday. Police said Praveen
Kumar was posted in the Outer
district of Delhi Fire Services
(DFS).

The Delhi government has
announced an ex-gratia of Rs 1
crore for Kumar’s family. Home
Minister of Delhi Satyender Jain
visited the family and said he
was a “brave officer and a mar-
tyr of the DFS”.

On October 9, a fire had bro-
ken out at a paper plate factory
at Narela, and 33 fire tenders
were rushed to the spot.

While the team managed to
douse the fire, the rear portion of
the building collapsed on three
firefighters. They received burn
injuries and were rushed to Lok
Nayak, where Kumar died on
Wednesday morning.

Two retired professors
deadaspartof from Delhi University
commit suicide at Kalkaji

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

TWO RETIRED Delhi University
professors allegedly committed
suicide inside their home in
Southeast Delhi’s Kalkaji. Police
said the deceased had been con-
fined to bed for months after suf-
fering injuries inaroad accident.
While the husband used to teach
at Shaheed Bhagat Singh College,
the wife had been a teacher at
Maitreyi College.

The police found two suicide
notes at the spot stating that the
couple were “fed up of being
bedridden”.

Police said they received a
PCR call about the incident
around 3.45 pm Wednesday. The
couple’s daughter told the police
that she found her parents hang-
ing from steel pipes.

The deceased were identified
as Ranjit Kumar (74) and Usha
Kumar (69).

The tree was first planted in the 1940s at Golf Links and it is
now a popular avenue tree. Ashna Butani

The couple lived with a care-
taker who went to the house in
the afternoon but found that the
doorwas locked from the inside.
He informed the daughter, who
lives near the house.

The two broke the lock and
found the couple hanging.

Esha Pandey, DCP
(Southeast), said, “Our team has
inspected the scene. Two suicide
notes were found on the table.
The couple wrote that they were
fed up with their bedridden life
due to multiple fractures after an
accident. Nothing suspicious has
been found.”

Lastyear, the couple were go-
ing to Gonda in Uttar Pradesh to
attend a wedding when they
met with a car accident.

Their family told police that
Ranjit injured his spinal cord
while Usha had multiple frac-
tures. Recently, they had started
towalk again but weren’t feeling
well because of age-related is-
sues, police were told.

leaves but could have anywhere
between four to eight.

Dr Faiyaz said that one starts
getting a whiff of the flowers by
late September. October to
December is the tree's flowering
season. He explained that the ul-
timate objective of any flower is
to attract pollinators. Each tree
has thousands of flowers, which
attract bees and wasps.

"For many, it's a beautiful
smell while for others, pollenin
the air is a hazard,” he said. He
recalled a time this season when

New Delhi

DOORSTEP DELIVERY OF RATION

Even if scheme not
stayed, your issues

with Centre remain:
HC to Delhi govt

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

THE DELHI High Court
Wednesday said that the Delhi
government cannot challenge the
Centre’s objection to its scheme
for home delivery of ration “by a
side wind” and clarified thateven
ifithas not stayed the scheme, the
same does not resolve the gov-
ernment’s issues with the Centre.

Meanwhile, the Union gov-
ernment submitted that it has
challenged before the Supreme
Courtthe HC order of last month,
which allowed the Delhi govern-
ment to curtail the supplies of the
existing fair price shop owners to
divert the same for home deliv-
ery of ration.

The division bench of Justice
Vipin Sanghi and Justice Jasmeet
Singh said that it seems the Delhi
government wants a “stamp of
approval” from the court, even
when the issue of conflict be-
tween the Centre and the Delhi
government is not before it.
Senior advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, representing the Delhi
government, earlier submitted
that the court should clarify that
there is no stay and that there
should be implementation.

However, the court said that
it has already clarified that there
is no stay. It further said that the
implementation apparently is
stuck because of the issue be-

tween the Delhi government and
the Centre. We are not concerned
with the issue in the petition be-
fore us, added the court.

“Assuming that this petition
is dismissed, your problem...
which you are facing, the issue
between Union of India and
GNCTD does not get resolved;
thatis notanissue before us, that
has not been brought before us.
Whenever it is brought, we will
look atit,” observed the court.

The court made the observa-
tions while hearing a petition
filed by the Delhi Sarkari Ration
Dealers Sangh challenging the
tenders issued towards imple-
mentation of the scheme on
home delivery of ration, which
seeks to create a parallel mecha-
nism for distribution of rations
under the PDS scheme through
private dealers at people’s
doorstep.

The Delhi government,
through an application on
Wednesday, sought modification
of an earlier court direction ask-
ingit to share details of those who
have opted for doorstep delivery
of ration with fair price shop hold-
ers. The government said the data
will be misused.

However, the court said FPS li-
censees already may have the ba-
sic data about families and the
other information like Aadhaar
details can be redacted before dis-
closure. “You can always redact,”
itsaid.

Petition seeks removal
of ‘unnecessary’ police
barricades from roads

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

THE DELHI High Court
Wednesday issued a notice to
the Centre and the Delhi Police
ona petition seeking removal of
“unnecessary and hazardous”
barricading from the roads in the
national capital, and strict com-
pliance of the standing order on
use of mobile barricades.

The division bench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh, while asking authorities
torespond to the petition, listed
the case for hearing on
November 24.

A petition filed by Jan Sewa
Welfare Society states that there
is a “menace of unmindful and
erratic installation” of mobile
barricades by police on the roads
and in residential colonies. The
plea states that the same is a vi-
olation of the guidelines con-
tained in a 2018 standing order
on the usage of iron barricades.

“The petitioner is also aware
of the fact that one of the reasons
for huge traffic jams in Delhi is
unnecessary barricading of roads
by Delhi Police. It is evident that
mismanagement and unprofes-
sional attitude of Delhi Police in
installation of iron barricades on
several roads all over Delhi
causes grave hardship and incon-
venience to the safety, security
and welfare of the public,” the or-
ganisation has said in its petition.

According to the petition, the
guidelines specify that barri-
cades need to display the names
of police stations they belong to,
have necessary fluorescent paint
orreflective tape in case they are
used during the night, the staff
deployed near them also must
wear specially designed fluores-
cent jackets, they under no cir-
cumstances should be left un-
manned, and they should be
positioned in such a manner that
while the traffic slows down for
checking, heavy vehicles should
not have difficulty moving.

Farmers’ group alleges
lathi charge at Singhu

New Delhi: A group of farmers
from the Hind Mazdoor Kisan
Samiti heading towards Singhu
border to protest against the
killing of Lakhbir Singh alleged
they were manhandled and
lathi-charged by the Delhi Police.
The protesters tried to remove
barricades Wednesday evening,
but were removed from the area.

The protesters said they
came from Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana to give “ardas” to

the smell was so strong that he
could sense it inside his car, with
amaskon.

The tree's scientific name is
Astonia scholaris and it is also
popularly known as the ‘devil's
tree’ or the ‘blackboard tree’. The
bark was used to make black-
boards and slates at one point.
Traditionally, its leaves have
been awarded to students grad-
uating from Visva Bharati in
Shantiniketan. Hence, the tree is
commonly known as the
'scholar tree' or the 'blackboard

Lakhbir, who was allegedly killed
by Nihang Sikhs, and that they
wanted to protest against farm-
ers at the Singhu border.

Protesters alleged eight to ten
persons sustained injuries. The
Delhi police said they only used
“mild force” to remove protest-
ers and maintain peace. “They
wanted to protest against peo-
ple already sitting there. This
could lead to tension,” said an of-
ficer. ENS

tree’.

According to Pradip
Krishen’s book 'Trees of Delhi’,
the old and large Saptaparni
trees can be found at Delhi Golf
Course. Tall trees can be found
near the Sheesh Gumbad at
Lodhi Garden and outside the
Indian International Centre
lounge.

The tree is evergreen and
comes from forests in the sub-
montane Himalayas. It can also
be found in Peninsular India, the
Eastern and Western Ghats.
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Small Farms
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The millions that made India an agricultural powerhouse |

“Need to increase the collective power of our small farms. Make them national pride”

Small is the new big. Majority of the farms in India belong to
the small and marginal category with holdings of less than 2
hectares (ha). The average size of operational holdings is
only 1.08 ha, down from 2.28 ha in 1970s. Yet, India's
agricultural production has rapidly accelerated in recent
decades to become the second largest one, globally. India
ranks fifth and ninth respectively in industry and services
sector. This emphatically demonstrates the innovation,
ingenuity and hard work of the millions of small farmers of
India. Adoption of modern methods coupled with traditional
skills help the small farms to grow sustainably.

It is an acknowledged fact that small farms are efficient
producers of labour-intensive crops/ commodities. The
average size of farm holdings in West Bengal is 0.76 ha.
West Bengal is the largest producer of vegetables (29.55 mill tons in 2019-20). The state of
West Bengal produces 60% vegetables that the entire United States of America (USA)
produces. Uttar Pradesh produces more milk than New Zealand. Andhra produces more
fish than Japan. There are several such triumphant achievements by the small farms in the
arena called Indian agriculture.

Rajju Shroff

Our Prime Minister is right to urge the people to make the small farms pride of India. India
was once a chronic importer of food grains. Today, India is the world's largest exporter of
rice.

Indian farmers are multi-skilled. Driven by the economic necessity to maximize the
returns, these small farms have evolved through self-engineered innovation, especially
since 2000. They produce a variety of agricultural and allied products round the year.
Between 2000 and 2019, India's agricultural output has grown 300% from $101 bn to $
479 bn (World Bank). The growth in agricultural production has outstripped the
population growth. The infamous theory of Thomas Robert Malthus that “the growth of
human population always tends to outstrip the agricultural production” is now buried
and forgotten.

India's global rank in select food products.

SrNo |  Commodity 0020 i production

1 Milk 198 First

2 Rice 119 Second

3 Wheat 108 Second

4 Fruits 102 Second

5 Vegetables 189 Second

6 Cotton 6.13 First

7 Spices 10.3 First

8 Sugarcane 370 Second

9 Eggs* 114 Third

10 Fish 14.16 Third

Source: 1. Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Unit: mn tons

2. Economic survey 2020-21 report by Ministry of Finance *Eggs:bnno's

India's agricultural output is larger than that of the USA that supplied food grains to us in
1960s to tide over acute shortage of wheat and rice.

Indian agriculture is as diverse as her culture. Small farms and their inherent heterogeneity
remain the hallmark of modern farming in India. Mixed crop-livestock system is the most
dominant model. This model of inclusive agriculture achieves manifold biological,
ecological, environmental and socio-economic benefits. It is also highly sustainable.

Small scale mixed farming is our strength. This makes Indian agriculture remarkably
resilient, vibrant and less vulnerable to uncertainties.

Thanks to small farms, every unit of farmland in India produces multiple agricultural
outputs. Land use intensity and labour use intensity remain high in family-owned small
farms. Consequently, the aggregate agricultural output per unit area/year in India is
among the highest in the world.

While assessing the relationship between the farm size and productivity, one must go by
the multiple output generated per unit area. This would include crop output plus that of the
livestock in value terms.

Crop Yield vs Total Output

Ifwe are to fairly evaluate the relative productivity of small and large farms, we must
discard "yield" as our measurement tool. Yield means the production per unit area of
asingle crop.....

“While a monoculture may allow for a high yield of one crop, it produces nothing else
ofuseto the farmer”

Small farmers on the other hand, especially in the third world, are much more likely to
plant crop mixtures. They also tend to combine or rotate crops and livestock. with
manure serving to replenish soil fertility.

Therefore, if we are to compare small and large farms we should use total output,
rather than yield. Total output is the sum of everything a small farmer produces:
various grains, fruits, vegetables, fodder, animal products, etc.

While yield almost always biases the results toward larger farms, total output
allows us to see the true productivity advantage of small farms.

Source: “The Multiple Functions and Benefits of Small Farm Agriculture In the Context of
Global Trade Negotiations” (Sept 1999) by Peter M. Rosset, Ph.D. Executive Director
Food First, The Institute for Food and Development Policy Oakland, CA USA

Latest FAO data show that small farms of the world, though occupying only 12% of the
cropped area, account for as much as 35% of the food production. The empirical evidence

- Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi, 15" Aug 2021

i1s loud and clear. In terms of production efficiency, the small farms of the world
outperform the large farms due mainly to mixed farming. Small farms generate more
wealth per unit area.

Small Farm vs Large Farm — Share of Food Production

88%

Share of food production 65%

[l Share of agricultural area

/ 35%

12%

Small Farm (less than 2 ha) Large Farm (more than 2 ha)

Data Source: “Which farms feed the world and has farmland become more
concentrated?”’ by Sarah K. Lowder et al, June 2021. (www.sciencedirect.com)

According to the latest data from the World Bank, the global agriculture production is
$3,522 bn. Ofthis, nearly $2,170 bn (i.e 62%) comes from Asia. The top two global leaders
in agricultural production are China ($1020 bn) and India ($479bn). The USA ranks third
($197 bn). Despite the lower farm sizes, China and India have emerged as the world
leaders in agricultural production. These two countries account for over 40% of the
world's agricultural output.

Advantages of Small Farms:

Their “multi-functional” character makes them more productive and enables them to
contribute more to economic development than the large farms.

The small farms are innovative users of available resources. It is common in India to see a
food grain / cotton / vegetable farmer doubling up as dairy farmer / poultry keeper / aqua
culturist. Small farmers are generalists. They are bestowed with many skills.

The small farms are neither capital intensive nor input intensive. Family labour plays a
major role in the small farms.

India's international trade in agricultural products fetches our country valuable trade
surplus every year. In the last five years, the trade surplus has sharply increased from $8bn
(Rs 52,993 cr)to $19bn (Rs 1,40,148 cr).

Trade Surplus from India’s International

. With further increase in agricultural
Trade of Agricultural Products.

export to around $100 bn and reduction

Year Agricultural Trade in import, the trade surplus can easily
Export | Import | Trade Surplus | cross $50 bn in the next few years. It is
2016-17 32 24 8 relevant to mention that the global agri

2017-18 37 3 14 exportisover $1700 bn.
2018-19 37 20 17 There exists huge scope to increase our
2019-20 35 20 15 agri. export. Export of farm products
202021 40 3 19 would achieve inclusive growth leading
— : to reduction in poverty and inequality in

Source: Ministry of Commerce Database Unit: $ bn .
the rural India.

(Accessed on 19" August 2021)

How to build a culture of pride in small farms and enhance their revenues?

Building pride is a collective effort. Institutions, both government and private, have the
prime responsibility in bringing out the sunny side of small farms. Traditionally, our
minds have been conditioned to look down upon the small farms. This must change.

Remember, the small farms are no less innovative or progressive than the large ones. They
are the ones who secured us the food sovereignty besides food security. Small farmers are
fast learners. They quickly adopt new technologies and often modify them to suit their
needs. Young farmers increasingly take to digital platforms to connect to their peers and
distant markets.

Also remember that our dependence on the small farms is set to grow substantially as
global diets diversify.

Small farms utilize mostly family labour, fewer external resources such as electricity,
fossil fuel, fertilizers and pesticides. Therefore, the small farms leave less impact on the
environment than the large farms. For example, though India ranks 2" in agricultural
production it ranks 10" in pesticide consumption globally. The European Union consumes
6 times more pesticides (3,67,779 tons) than India (61,702 tons) — yet the EU's food
production is much less than India.

Small farms are of great ecological and economic importance in the world striving for
sustainable development. Small farms grow region specific food crops and nurture diet
diversity. Examples include tapioca in Kerala, ragi in Karnataka, makhana in Bihar etc.

Women empowerment is at its best in the small farms. As men increasingly enter the non-
farm sector, most small farms are managed by women. According to the World Bank, the
percentage of women employment in Indian agriculture is 55% (2019), double than that of
the global average 0f25%.

“The Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) are India's engines of growth”’, observed the
World Bank. Similarly, the small farms fuel the growth in the agricultural sector.

We must stop pitying the small farms and start patronizing their produce. India is currently
the 4" largest retail market in the world. Buying and consuming the agricultural products
produced by the small farms is a virtuous act to show our pride in India's small farms.

Our agricultural commodities are highly price competitive and affordable. It is only in
India one can easily buy 1 dozen bananas or eggs for less than 1 USD (Rs 74). We need to
take every effort possible so that the small farms of Bharat contribute more and more to the
GDP through national and international trade. This and this alone, will bring a multiplier
effect in Indian agriculture and help increasing the farmers income.

The author is Chairman and Managing Director of UPL Ltd, an Indian company with extensive
operations in over 130 countries. UPL offers a variety of services and agri inputs- chemical, organic,
biological, mechanical and digital- tailor made to meet the requirements of small and large farms
around the world.

New Delhi
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LEARNING ON THE MOVE

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi, who has made meetings of
his Council of Ministers a regular affair like Cabinet meetings,
gave some interesting suggestions to his ministers at the last
meeting held at Sushma Swaraj Pravasi Bharatiya Bhavan earlier
this week. He suggested that the ministers could have a carpool-
ing system to come for the meeting, sources said. This will not
only save energy but also give them an opportunity to share in-
formation about their ministries with each other, he is learnt to
have told the ministers. Apparently, the suggestion was to get
one Cabinet minister and two junior ministers in the same car.
The ministers were also advised to ensure that work of their re-
spective ministries should be visible on the ground as well.

GRroup INFO

UNION HEALTH Minister Mansukh Mandaviya held a national
review meeting with state health ministers at Vigyan Bhawan on
Wednesday. In the early part of the meeting, a proposal was
floated to start an interactive group with the state health minis-
terson WhatsApp — to facilitate their real-time interaction with
the Union Health Minister. By the time the meeting ended, the
group had already been created and the state ministers informed
Mandaviya about it. They told Mandaviya that the WhatsApp
group will provide them a platform to discuss issues with him.

(GUNS AND ROSES

THE BJP and Andhra Pradesh’s ruling YSRCP appear to be shar-
inga strange relation. Ona day BJP secretary in charge of Andhra
Sunil Deodhar targeted the YSRCP government and Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy ata press conference, YSRCP's Rajya
Sabha MPV Vijaysai Reddy showered praises on the central gov-
ernment fora number of initiatives. Taking to Twitter, he lauded
Home Minister Amit Shah for sending a “strong message todis-
ruptors of peace” in Jammu and Kashmir. “His stay at CRPF camp
in Pulwama has reassured army personnel & civilians that the
Centre is working towards putting J&K on the path of peace &
development,” he tweeted. He also appreciated initiatives taken
by other ministries, including Railways, Health and Education.

Amarinder hints at pact with
BJP, backs Centre BSF order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH,OCT 27

INHIS first press conference since
his resignation last month as
Punjab chief minister, Captain
Amarinder Singh defended the
Centre’s decision to enhance BSF
jurisdiction in the state, saying it
was to counter the threat posed
by drones from across the border.

“To say that enhancement of
BSFjurisdictionis wrong is not fair.
Nobody is taking over the states.
Itis just that they are on the look-
out for drones in a 50-km area,”
he said.

The Centre’s decision to ex-
tend the BSF's jurisdiction from 15
km to 50 km inside the interna-
tional border along Punjab, West
Bengal and Assam triggered furi-
ous reactions from Opposition-
ruled states, with an all-party
meetingin Punjab, barring the BJP,
passing a unanimous resolution
Monday rejecting the notification.

Atthe press conference, Singh
said Pakistan and Khalistanis were
fomenting trouble. “The technol-
ogy of drones is changing fast.
They may come ever deeper into

Amarinder
Singh

the states... CRPF and BSF should
give assistance to Punjab Police if
we want peace,” he said.

Singh said he would announce
his new party soon. “Lawyers are
workingon finalising the name (of
the party). Let ECdecide. We have
made a request for a symbol and
name... We will contest on all 117
seats. We will have a seat-sharing
arrangement with BJP.  have not
said we will be allying with BJP.”

Saying he has “not yet talked
to the BJP”, he made it clear that
he had no intention of aligning
with Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
but only with breakaway Akali
groups. “To defeat the Congress,
SAD and AAP, we will all have to
workasajoint force,” he asserted.

Taking on his detractors, par-
ticularly Navjot Singh Sidhu and
Sukhjinder Randhawa,
Amarinder slammed them forin-
dulging in petty issues. He also
dismissed as “baseless” the alle-
gations against Aroosa Alam.

PM: Committed to free and open Indo-Pacific

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Wednesday emphasised the
importance of a resilient global
value chain and reiterated India’s
commitment to provide Quad-
sponsored vaccines to Indo-
Pacific nations.

Speaking at the East Asia
Summit (EAS), Modi recalled
India’s support of $1 million to

ASEAN Covid-19 Recovery Fund.

Participating in the 16th East
Asia Summit earlier on
Wednesday via videoconference,
Modi also stressed the impor-
tance of Free, Open and Inclusive
Indo-Pacific and raised the idea
of developing global standards
on cybersecurity.

The summit was hosted by
Brunei as EAS and ASEAN Chair. It
saw participation of leaders from
ASEAN countries and other EAS
Participating Countries, includ-

ing Australia, China, Japan, South
Korea, Russia, the US and India.

In his remarks at the Summit,
the Ministry of External Affairs
said, Modi reaffirmed the impor-
tance of EAS as the premier lead-
ers-led forum in the Indo-Pacific,
bringing together nations to dis-
cuss important strategic issues.

“(The) Prime Minister high-
lighted India’s efforts to fight the
Covid-19 pandemic through vac-
cines and medical supplies,”
MEA said in a statement.

“The Prime Minister also
spoke about ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ campaign for post-pan-
demic recovery and in ensuring
resilient global value chains. He
emphasised on establishment of
a better balance between econ-
omy and ecology and climate
sustainable lifestyle.”

The 16th EAS also discussed
important regional and interna-
tional issues, including Indo-
Pacific, South China Sea, UNCLOS,
terrorism, and the situation in

Korean Peninsula and Myanmar.

Modi reaffirmed “ASEAN
centrality” in the Indo-Pacificand
highlighted the synergies be-
tween ASEAN Outlook on Indo-
Pacific (AOIP) and India’s Indo-
Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI).

EAS leaders adopted three
statements on mental health,
economic recovery through
tourism and sustainable recov-
ery, which have been co-spon-
sored by India.

Opp hails SC order on Pegasus: Cong says
big step, NCP hopes no pressure on panel

Court order in line with
Centre’s affidavit: BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

THE OPPOSITION parties on
Wednesday welcomed the
Supreme Court’s decision to setup
anindependent panel to “enquire,
investigate and determine” if the
Pegasus software was used for
unauthorised surveillance.

The Congress said it wasa “big
step” towards uncovering the
truth. The NCP hoped the panel
“will not be under any pressure
from the government.” The CPI
said the Supreme Court had repri-
manded the government.

Addressing a press conference,
senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said his party was “quite
happy” with the court’s decision,
butasserted that they would con-
tinue to raise the issue in
Parliament. “But this is a deeper
problem. If the PM is using this as
a personal tool....if the data is ar-
riving on the PM's desk then it is
totally criminal..we will follow it
up,” he said. “Pegasus is an at-
tempt to crush Indian democ-
racy,” he said.

“All the casuistry marshalled
by the government and the
Minister of Telecommunications
has been exploded by the SC or-
der. The primary basis of the or-
der is that Pegasus spyware was
acquired by an Indian govern-
ment agency. The second basis is
that Pegasus was used against

MEGHALAYA

|

Rahul Gandhi addresses media in Delhi, Wednesday. Anil Sharma

Indian citizens. | am certain that
the inquiry will bring out the mul-
tiple violations of law by the gov-
ernment,” said senior Congress
leader P Chidambaram.

“The BJP government re-
mained obdurate and arrogant,
denying discussion on the
Pegasus issue and derailing the
monsoon session of Parliament.
After the Supreme Court order,
they have egg on their face,” said
senior Congress leader Anand
Sharma.

The CPI(M) said the “govern-
ment had refused to give a cate-
gorical answer to the Supreme
Court on whether any state
agency used Pegasus spyware or
not”. “This evasive stand, itself,
was an admission of their com-
plicity in the matter,” it said.

“The top court has not only
assured a thorough investigation

but also promised a guarantee
for the protection of the privacy
of the individual,” said CPI(M)
Rajya Sabha MPJohn Brittas, one
of the petitioners in the Supreme
Court.

TMCleader Derek O'Brien said
the government has notallowed a
discussionin Parliamentonissues
like internal security and Pegasus.
“We are happy that the BJP has
been caught sleeping on the is-
sues,” he said.

“Now that the independent
committee has been constituted,
itis expected that it will function
on expected lines, will not be un-
derany pressure from the govern-
ment, and will come out with a
clear guideline with regard to ex-
tent of right of privacy of common
man as also the extent of the au-
thority of the state tointrude upon
it,” said NCP's Majeed Memon.

District council to introduce Bill
changing Khasi inheritance custom

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI,OCTOBER 27

ADISTRICT autonomous council
in Meghalaya is attempting to
modify a customary practice of
inheritance of the Khasi tribe in
which the youngest daughter of
the family is bequeathed the full
share of parental property.

The Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council (KHADC), an au-
tonomous body under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution, is
scheduled to introduce the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District Khasi
Inheritance of Property Bill, 2021,
for “equitable distribution” of
parental property among sib-
lings - both male and female -
in the autumn session of the
Council on November 8.

The Khasis are a matrilineal
society and trace inheritance and
descent through mother's clan.

EXPLAINED

o
The ‘custodian’

IN MOST Khasi families,
ancestral property is be-
queathed to youngest
daughter, who becomes
‘custodian’. Custom dic-
tates she can’t sell prop-
erty without permission
of her maternal uncle.
Activists point out that
custodianship is often
misconstrued as owner-
ship by the daughter.

“In the Khasi custom, the
youngest daughter inherits all
the property of the parents. Asa
result, the siblings [not just boys,

but also eldest girl siblings], do
not get their share,” KHADC chief
Titosstarwell Chyne said, adding
itresultedina “lot of problems”.

“Many times, boys are not
able to take loans because there
is no collateral. Sometimes,
when a couple has no children,
and there is no genuine heir, the
clan takes over the property, as
per custom. It leads to a number
of litigations...”

While “equitable distribu-
tion” of ancestral property is the
main objective of the Bill, Chyne
said another provision will let
parents decide who they want to
will their property to.

Commentators say it is too
early to say whether such a Bill
will actually be made into a law.
Even if the KHADC does pass it,
Paragraph 12 A of the Sixth
Schedule says the right of pass-
ing a district council law rests
with the state legislature.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

THE BJP said on Wednesday that
the Supreme Court’s order was
inline with the government’s af-
fidavit which sought an expert
committee to “counter” the “at-
tempt to create a false narrative”
by people with “vested interests”.

“The government filed an af-
fidavit which categorically said
there was an attempt to create a
false narrative by people with
vested interests, and it would be
fair to appoint an expert com-
mittee to counter this narrative.
The court today appointed a
committee. We welcome it,” said
BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra.

“The affidavit clearly said it
wasamanufactured controversy
based on some conjectures, sur-
mises and unsubstantiated re-
ports. The committee is to look
into it, and will do its investiga-
tion. BJP believes in democratic
values. Truth will prevail,” he said.

The JD(U), an ally of the BJP,
also welcomed the order, saying
it upheld the constitutional
rights of citizens. “The SChas up-
held the right to privacy, which
is a constitutional right. The
court has held that it has to be

protected at every level,” said
JD(U) leader K C Tyagi. He re-
called that Bihar Chief Minister
and JD(U) leader Nitish Kumar
was among the first leaders to
seek a probe into the issue.

Earlier, the government had
stonewalled demands by
Opposition parties for an inquiry,
orevenadebate in Parliament,on
the Pegasus issue. The BJP, which
had maintained that it was a
“non-issue”, was embarrassed
when Nitish Kumar backed the
Opposition’sdemand for a probe
and a debate in Parliament.

Meanwhile, a senior official
of the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology said the
ministry will study the SC’s or-
der and the terms of reference of
the expert committee. “Our offi-
cial stand for now is the same as
what the minister said in
Parliament. These allegations are
intended to just sensationalise,”
said the official.

An email sent to the IT min-
istry, seeking an official re-
sponse, did not elicit any re-
sponse. Earlier this year, IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw had
said that the Pegasus issue was
an attempt “to malign Indian
democracy and its well estab-
lished institutions”.

Kerala bishops’
council: PM
Modi to meet
Pope on Oct 30

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
will have an informal meeting
with Pope Francis during his
Europe visit beginning Friday, the
Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council
(KCBC) said on Wednesday.

The “meeting between His
Holiness Pope Francis and Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi will
take place on Saturday, October
30,” KCBC president Cardinal
George Alenchery said in a state-
ment, quoting official sources.

Sources said the Vatican con-
firmed the visit, scheduled for 8.30
am, which should include a 30-
minute téte-a-téte between
the two.

Describing it as a “historic
meeting”, Cardinal Alenchery said
it will “add more energy and
warmth to the relations between
our country and the Vatican and
the Catholic Church”.

Modi will be travelling to
Rome and Glasgow from October
29toNovember 2 toattend the G-
20 Summit and the World
Leaders’ Summit of COP-26 re-
spectively, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has said.

‘Exercise restraint’
while campaigning:
EC to Assam CM

Guwahati: The EC on
Wednesday let off Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
for violating the Model Code of
Conduct, with a “warning” that
he must “exercise restraint”
while campaigning for upcom-
ing bypolls in the state.

“The commission... cautions
him to be more careful and ex-
ercise restraint in future...” ano-
tice by NT Bhutia, secretary of
the poll panel, said.

The EC on Monday sent a
show-cause notice to Sarma —
on the basis of complaints made
by Congress leaders — for al-
legedly violating the poll code by
making announcements on
public projects. ENS

Shah: PM Modi most successful
administrator since Independence

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi has changed the “scale and
size” of schemesinitiated by the
central government and has
given GDP a human face during
his seven-year tenure, and is the
most successful administrator
the country has seen after
Independence, Home Minister
Amit Shah said on Wednesday.
“Terms like good governance,
change, reforms, or economic
development would not resolve
the problems faced by the coun-
try. It's not just administration...
the leader has to handle devel-
opment, preserve and take for-
ward the culture of the country,
ensure security — all these can
be done only by aleader who has
people’s support. Only those
who come from the ground and
sense the pains of the poor can

Tarapur bypoll: RJD places a caste bet to upset JD(U)

SANTOSH SINGH
TARAPUR,OCTOBER 27

OFTHE two assembly constituen-
cies in Bihar, where bypolls are
scheduled to be held on October
30, Tarapur in Munger district ap-
pears to be giving some nervous
moments to ruling JD(U) and its
NDA allies.

Over the past fortnight, top
JD(U)leaders, from Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and his deputy
Tarkishore Prasad to state minis-
ters, have either held poll meet-
ings or camped here, joininganin-
tense campaign to retain the seat
it won in 2020. Ally BJP's leaders,
including Sushil Kumar Modiand
Shahnawaz Hussain, too visited
Tarapurtoboost]D(U)'s prospects.

Principal opposition party RID,
sniffing an opportunity, has also
intensified its campaigning with
Leader of Opposition Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav making sure senior
party leaders pitch in. In fact, on
the last day of campaigning on

Wednesday, RJD’s biggest crowd-
puller, party chief Lalu Prasad, ad-
dressed an election meeting here
- his first since the 2015 polls.

“l am here to ensure the im-
mersion of Nitish Kumar govern-
ment. It was Tejashwiwho started
the process, it is my job to com-
plete it,” Lalu said, as he targeted
the Chief Minister for not doing
enough to generate employment.
He also targeted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, accusing him of
failing on all fronts.

This was two days after Nitish,
atapoll meeting here, specifically
targeted the RJD and Lalu’s tenure
as chiefminister: “Whathad they
done during their 15-year rule?”

Although development and
jobs remain primary issues in
campaigning, the R]D is pinning
hopes on caste calculations to up-
setthe JD(U).

While the JD(U) has stuck to a
candidate from Kushwaha com-
munity, which has sent winners
from the seat since 1980, the R]D
hastakena calculated riskin field-

RJD chief Lalu Prasad with party leader Tejashwi Yadav at a
public meeting in Tarapur town on Wednesday. Sanjay Das

inga candidate from another OBC
community, Vaishyas. The RJD
strategy appears torevolve around
efforts to split votes from Vaishya
community, traditionally BJP sup-
porters, while consolidating its
own Yadav vote bank.

With 50,000 voters, Yadavs
form a chunk in the constituency,
followed by 45,000 Kushwaha
voters and 30,000 Vaishya voters.

There are also 20,000 Muslims,
30,000 from upper castes and
10,000 from Paswan community.

With severalifs and buts play-
ing on minds, considering the
close numbers between Yadavs
and Kushwahas, the fight is ex-
pected to be tight, and vote con-
solidation may play a deciding
role.Inthe 2020 polls, the RID had
fielded a Yadav candidate wholost

by only 7,000 votes.

“This time, the result would be
decided on how many upper caste
and Vaishya votes split away from
NDA. Asarganj's Vaishya commu-
nity looks divided with the RJD
fielding Vaishya candidate Arun
Kumar Sah. It looks touch and go.
Thatis why NDA is using all its re-
sources to retain the seat,” said
Krishna Kumar Das, a retired gov-
ernment employee from Dhouni.

“The NDA always took our sup-
port but never fielded a Vaishya.
The RJD has valued us, so we will
support Sah,” said Ramesh Sah, a

businessman in Asarganj. But
Deen Dayal Keshri of Tarapur said,
“Our pick could still be the NDA for
all the development work it has
done in past 16 years.”

JD(U) candidate Rajiv Kumar
Singh, who earlier contested un-
successfully thrice from Tarapur,
is considered a prominent leader
of Kushwahas, much like Shakuni
Choudhary, who won the seat
several times since 1980 for vari-
ous parties - last in 2005 for R]D.

The JD(U) won the seat thrice
since 2010, first by Neeta Choud-
hary, thenby her husband Mewa-
lal Choudhary in 2015 and 2020.
His death necessitated the bypolls.

Incidentally, LJP (Ram Vilas)
and Congress have picked upper
caste candidates. While the party
of Chirag Paswan, the MP from
Jamui, under which Tarapur falls,
has fielded Chandan Singh, a
Rajput, the Congress has picked
Rajesh Mishra, a Brahmin.

The other seat going to pollsis
Kusheshwar Sthanin Darbhanga,
which was also held by the JD(U).

New Delhi

Home Minister Amit Shah
atan event in New Delhi,
Wednesday. Prem Nath Pandey

change it..Even though
Narendra Modi considers him-
self the ‘pradhan sewak’,1 can say
with conviction that he is the
most successful administrator
the country has had since
Independence,” said Shah while
speaking at the national confer-
ence on ‘Delivering Democracy:
Review of two decades of
Narendra Modi as head of Two
Governments’, organised by

Rambhau Mhagi Prabodhini.
Reiterating that Modi's re-
forms [as chief minister] in
Gujarat’s education sector laid
the foundation for the state’s de-
velopment, Shah said, “I have
been trolled for saying this... But
I want to say this again.
Unpadhon ki fauj lekar koi desh
vikas nahi kar sakta (No nation
can develop with an army of il-
literates)... Those who are not
conscious of their rights and
their duties cannot take part in
the development of the nation.”
“This (his similar remark ear-
lier) was interpreted as my be-
ing against the uneducated... in
fact, I believe they are victims...
Educating them is the responsi-
bility of the system,” he said.
Taking a strong exception to
the criticism that Modi’s
schemes were copied from the
previous governments, Shah
said the Prime Minister changed
the size and scale of the schemes.

Huzurabad bypoll: In
prestige battle, TRS
takes on its ex-minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 27

THE BATTLE for Telangana's
Huzurabad Assembly con-
stituency, the home turf of former
minister Eatala Rajender, isamat-
ter of prestige for the ruling
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS).
The bypoll was necessitated
by the resignation of Rajender, the
former health minister who was
dropped from the Cabineton May
1 overallegations of land grabbing
by acompany owned by him.
The four-time MLA from
Huzurabad resigned from the TRS
and as an MLA on June 4 before
joining BJP on June 14.
Nominated by the BJP as its can-
didate, he challenged Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao to
defeat him. The TRS has fielded
Gellu Srinivas Yadav, the chief of

student wing TRS Vidhyarthi. It is
leaving no stone unturnedinitsef-
forts to win the seat, and salvage
the pride lost in the Dubbaka by-
poll and the elections for the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC). While the
BJP won the Dubbaka, it per-
formed quite wellin GHMC polls.

The Chief Minister, while per-
sonally overseeing the campaign,
appointed Finance Minister and
partyleader THarishRao tocamp
inthe constituency and bolster the
chances of a TRS victory.

The Congress has picked 29-
year-old B Venkat Narsing Rao,
chief of the state’s NSUI unit, as its
candidate.Although the BJP has
thrownitsweightbehind Rajender,
theTRSmay just have anedge over
both BJP and Congress. “The party
has strong roots and a huge sup-
portbaseinHuzurabad,” said state
minister Gangula Kamalakar said.
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Guidelines for
Swachh Bharat
2.0launched

New Delhi: The Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
on Wednesday released
guidelines for the second
phase of the Swachh
Bharat Mission — Urban
2.0 and AMRUT 2.0 —
aimed at making all cities
“garbage free” and “water
secure”. “SBM-U 2.0 envi-
sions to make all cities
garbage free and ensure
grey and black water
(used water) manage-
ment in all cities other
than those covered under
AMRUT, making all urban
local bodies ODF+ (open
defecation free)and those
with a population of less
than 1lakh as ODF++,and
water+, thereby ensuring
that no untreated used
water is discharged in the
open to pollute water bod-
ies, thus achieving the vi-
sion of safe sanitation in
urbanareas,” the ministry
said. ENS

WEST BENGAL
Ex-Chief secy
receives death
threat in mail

Kolkata: Former West
Bengal chief secretary
Alapan Bandyopadhyay
received a death threatin
the mail, officials have
said. They said the one-
line letter, delivered by
Speed Post Tuesday, was
addressed to
Bandyopadhyay's wife
Sonali ~ Chakraborty
Banerjee and was signed
by one Gaurahari Mishra.
Kolkata police said they
have begun an investiga-
tion. Bandyopadhyay de-
clined to comment. ENS

TAMILNADU
Harassment
case: HCrejects
IPS officer plea

Chennai: The Madras
High Court Wednesday
rejected a plea from a
suspended special DGP,
facing charges of sexual
harassment, to transfer
the trial from the chief
judicial ~ magistrate
court in Villupuram to
the territorial court.
The accused, facing
charges of sexually
harassing a IPS officer
during a bandobast
duty in February, filed
the petition to transfer
the case to the judicial
magistrate court having
jurisdiction on the
place where the offence
was alleged to have
been committed. PTI

BOOKED FOR CHEERING PAKINT20 WORLD CUP

Udaipur teacher arrested, out on bail
Arrests, FIRs in UP, J&K, Haryana

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 27

THE UDAIPUR teacher who was
sacked from her job at a private
school for posting a celebratory
WhatsApp status on Pakistan’s
win over India in T20 World Cup
match was arrested on
Wednesday and later released
on bail, police said.

Dalpat Singh, Station House
Officer at Udaipur’'s Amba Mata
police station, said Nafeesa Attari
was arrested on Wednesday and
produced in a court. “She said it
was done as a joke but was a mis-
take,” the SHO said. The investi-
gating officer, ASI Ganpat Lal
Sharma, said Attariaccepted she
made the comment. “The next
hearing is on November 9,” Lal
said. Attari’s phone has been
seized as part of the probe.

Rajasthan education minis-

ter and state Congress president
Govind Singh Dotasra could not
be contacted for comments.

A teacher at Neerja Modi
School in Udaipur, Attari had
posted a picture of Pakistani
players with the caption, “Jeeeet
gayeeee... We wonnn (sic)” on
WhatsApp. After screenshots of
her WhatsApp status surfaced
on social media, the school man-
agement terminated her serv-
ices. As per the termination letter
dated October 25, she was “im-
mediately expelled”.

Subsequently, a case was
filed against her under IPC
Section 153 B based on a com-
plaint by local Bajrang Dal leader
Rajendra Parmar. The develop-
ment comes days before bypolls
to Udaipur's Vallabhnagar
Assembly seat on October 30.

On October 24, India had lost
its ICC T20 world cup opener
against Pakistan by 10 wickets.

TRIPURA MOSQUE VANDALISED

Two cases registered,;
no arrests made so far

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,OCTOBER27

POLICE ON Wednesday regis-
tered two cases and stepped up
security in North Tripura district's
Panisagar and nearby areas a day
after a mosque and some shops
were allegedly vandalised during
arally by Vishwa Hindu Parishad
workers.

North Tripura
Superintendent of Police
Bhanupada Chakraborty said
prohibitory orders under Section
144 of the CrPc were imposed in
Panisagar and Dharmanagar
sub-divisions of the district.
Police said they provided secu-
rity cover to allmosques after the
incident. "We are keeping a vigil
on the situation,"” Director
General of Police V'S Yadav told
news agency PTI.

North Tripura SP Chakraborty
said two cases have been filed
against unidentified people for

Tuesday's violence. No arrests
have been made so far.

A mosque and some shops
were vandalised in Panisagar,
some 155km north of Agartala,
allegedly by a section of VHP ac-
tivists who took out a 3,500-
strongrally to protest against the
anti-Hindu  violence in
Bangladesh. Tripura State Jamiat
Ulama (Hind) President Mufti
Tayebur Rahman asked Muslim
community members to refrain
from reacting to any instigation.

Later on Wednesday, former
chief minister and CPI(M) leader
Manik Sarkar said in a statement,
“Few protests were organised by
the VHP against those incidents
(Bangladesh violence) in differ-
ent parts of Tripura. Few
provocative programmes are be-
ing held in some places center-
ing these...”

Tripura Police tweeted later
that the “law and order situation
in the state is absolutely
normal”.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JAMMU, GURGAON,
OCTOBER 27

A DAY after three Kashmiri stu-
dents of an engineering college
in Agra were booked for al-
legedly cheering Pakistan during
Sunday’s T20 World Cup match,
two more people, including a jail
warder in Bareilly, have been
booked and two others arrested
in Uttar Pradesh over social me-
dia messages and posts purport-
edly “favouring Pakistan”.

In Jammu and Kashmir’s
Samba district, two more people
were taken into custody on
Wednesday for allegedly raising
pro-Pakistan slogans following
the game, taking the number of
people detained in Samba’s Chak

Manga Gujran village for cele-
brating Pakistan’s win to eight.
More detentions are likely in the
case, sources said.

InHaryana, police on Tuesday
booked a man for allegedly rais-
ing “Pakistan Zindabad” slogan
inavideo clipin Nuh’s Pinangwa
village. The FIR was registered on
the complaint of a police official.
The accused, Irshad, alias
Saddam, was booked under dif-
ferent IPC Sections, police said.

In UP, most FIRs were regis-
tered on complaints lodged by
members of Hindu Jagran
Manch and BJP. Badaun police
arrested a labourer, Mohammad
Niyaz, 19, for his Facebook posts.

In Sitapur, one Musharraf
was arrested for his WhatsApp
status “favouring” Pakistan,
while Bareilly police have lodged

acase against jail warder Arsh Ali
Malik under IT Act.

Senior Sub-Inspector of Izzat
Nagar police station, Sudesh
Kumar, said Hindu Jagran Manch
member Arun Kumar lodged a
complaint against Malik for post-
ing a WhatsApp status in favour
of Pakistan. Police have invoked
criminal intimidation and inten-
tional insult with intent to pro-
voke breach of peace against
Malik. Superintendent of Bareilly
district jail, Vijay Vikram Singh,
said they have sought an expla-
nation from Ali regarding his
WhatsApp status.

Another person, Ayan Khan,
has been booked in Bareilly Act
onacomplaint by a BJPleader for
allegedly posting a controversial
status on WhatsApp after
Pakistan’s victory, police said.

Akhilesh, Rajbhar share stage in
Mau: ‘Have shut door for B]P

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER 27

SAMAJWADI PARTY president
Akhilesh Yadav on Wednesday
shared the stage with Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party leaders in
Mau district, saying that the
door through which the BJP
came to power in 2017 has been
shut by SBSP chief Om Prakash
Rajbhar.

Speaking at a public meeting
organised to mark the SBSP's 19th
Foundation Day in Mau district,
Akhilesh said, “You (Rajbhar)said
it right. What happened in
Bengal, will happen here as well.
Here, it will be khadedha (re-
moval) hobe (borrowing the
Trinamool Congress’s poll slogan
inWest Bengal, khela hobe).1said
inLucknow that the door through
which BJP came to power has
been shut by Om Prakash
Rajbharji. We have locked it to-
gether. What will happen to the
BJP now?

Report: Mumbai 2020 outage due
to ‘cascade tripping’, not sabotage

YOGESH NAIK
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 27

A REPORT by a technical audit
committee set up to probe the
October 12,2020 power outage
in Mumbai concluded that the
hours-long breakdown occurred
due to cascade tripping, and not
due to cyber sabotage by Chinese
hackers as suggested by an inter-
national cybersecurity firm and
a Maharashtra minister.

The report, prepared by the
eight-member  committee
headed by Professor B Fernandes
of [IT-Mumbai’s Department of

Electrical Energy, was submitted
in November 2020. “The report
has said the outage happened due
to cascade tripping. The Talegaon
Kalwaline was damaged in heavy
rains on October 10. This led to a
load on three other lines,”
Principal Secretary in the Energy
Department, Dinesh Waghmare,
told The Indian Express.

There is no mention of sabo-
tage inthe report, Waghmare said.
However, in its recommenda-
tions, the committee said the
Centre’s protocol to prevent cy-
berattacks must be strictly fol-
lowed, he said. The energy depart-
ment submitted an action taken

report to the Cabinet Wednesday.

InMarch, areportin The New
York Times said Recorded Future,
a US-based cyber security com-
pany, had suggested a link be-
tween the Galwan clash and the
Mumbai power outage. The re-
port mentioned a “broad Chinese
cybercampaign against India’s
power grid”. The Chinese Foreign
Ministry had rejected the report
as “highly irresponsible”.

Then state home minister
Anil Deshmukh had said prelim-
inary probe findings indicated
the “blackout” could “probably
have occurred” due to “attempts”
by unidentified foreign agencies.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav along with SBSP chief Om Prakash
Rajbhar at a rally in Mau on Wednesday. Express

“Purvanchal will rise to
rewrite history in these elections.
[ am confident the marginalised
communities of UP will flush the
BJP out of the state. Your leader
(Om Prakash Rajbhar) was with
the BJP. See the state of Uttar
Pradesh today. Where has it

reached?” the former chief min-
ister said.

Rajbhar claimed that all the
backward class leaders in the B]P
are “loaders” who shine the shoes
of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Probed all facts,
says SIT as it denies

Zakia Jafri charges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

THE SUPREME Court-appointed
Special Investigation Team (SIT),
which probed the 2002 post-
Godhra riots in Gujarat, on
Wednesday denied contentions
by the wife of slain Congress MP
Ehsan Jafti that it had not gone
into all the facts related to the
communal incidents, stating
that it had “faithfully investi-
gated everything”.

“We will show you that we
have faithfully investigated
everything,” Senior Advocate
Mukul Rohatgi, appearing for the
SIT, told a bench headed by
Justice AM Khanwilkar.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Dinesh Maheswhwari
and CTRavikumar, is hearing the
appeal by ZakiaJafri challenging
the October 5,2017 Gujarat High
Court order upholding the
Ahmedabad Metropolitan
Magistrate Court’s decision to
accept the closure report filed by
the SIT, giving a clean chit to the
then Gujarat chief minister
Narendra Modi and 63 others.

Rohatgi’s statement came in
response to a contention by
Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal, ap-

pearing for Jafti, that the SIT had
not inquired in detail into the
presence of aminister in the po-
lice control room. “What busi-
ness does the minister have in
being in the police control
room? Does this not need a
probe?” asked Sibal.

He pointed out that a private
person, Jaydeep Patel, was
handed over the bodies of per-
sons who were killed in the
Godhratrain carnage. “Question
is, contrary to all rules of proce-
dure, how was a dead body given
to this individual through an of-
ficial communication?” said
Sibal, adding it calls for serious
investigation.

“By the time these bodies
reached Ahmedabad the crowd
had gathered. Who made phone
calls? How did anyone know
that Patel was taking dead bod-
ies? Idon’t know, but these have
tobe investigated. But SIT saying
a departmental enquiry is not
enough,” he submitted.

The bench pointed out that
“it was not an ordinary investi-
gation. SIT was ordered by the
Supreme Court” and told Sibal to
not “generalise it”.

The arguments remained in-
complete and the hearing will
resume on November 10.

Climate change to severely
impact G20 nations: report

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

Climate impacts will "tear
through G20 countries" and will
play out in the world's richest
economies in the absence of ur-
gent action to reduce emissions,
according to a new report from
the Euro-Mediterranean Center
on Climate Change (CMCC), the
leading Italian research centre on
climate change and National Focal
Point for the IPCC.

The first study of its kind, G20
Climate Impacts Atlas collates sci-
entific projections and said rising
temperatures and intense heat-
waves could cause severe

droughts, threatening essential
water supplies for agriculture,
causing huge loss of human life
and increase the chance of fires.
In India, the report found,
drops in rice and wheat produc-
tion could spark economic losses
of upto 81 billion Euros and aloss
of 15% of farmers' incomes by
2050.Heatwaves in India will last
25 times longer by 2036-2065 if
emissions are high (4°C).
Donatella Spano of CMCC,
who coordinated the report, said,
"From droughts, heatwaves and
sea level rise, to dwindling food
supplies and threats to tourism,
these findings show how climate
change will hit the world's biggest
economies, unless we act now.”

Rajnath addresses Army top
brass at commanders’ meet

New Delhi: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh addressed the
second leg of the biannual
conference of Army’s top
commanders Wednesday,
expressing confidence that
talks for the resolution of the
military standoff in eastern
Ladakh will continue. The

four-day Army Commanders’
Conference began on October
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25,inwhich the Army’s lead-
ershipis brainstorming about
current and emerging secu-
rity aspects to chart the future
course for the Army, in the
backdrop of the situation
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As the economy recovers, power demand has spiked. And with thermal power plants running out of
coal, several states have faced load-shedding.

Despite the accelerating push for renewable energy sources, coal remains the predominant source of
power in India. But the sector is dogged by problems — including large dues from power companies
and stagnating output.

What are the structural issues in the coal sector that contributed to the recent problems in supply?

How can the country optimally utilise its large coal resources as global pressure mounts to curb its use?

With climate change now the world’s predominant concern, what is the future of coal in India?
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10 cr haven’t
taken 2nd dose
after prescribed
interval, Centre
tells states

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

ABOUT 10.34 crore people across
the country have not taken the
second dose of the Covid-19 vac-
cine after the prescribed interval
between two doses, the Centre
told the states on Wednesday.

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya is learnt to
have flagged the issue at areview
meeting with state health minis-
ters, and asked them to acceler-
ate the second dose coverage.
Sources present at the meeting
said the Centre said that among
the 10.34 crore, 85 per cent had
taken Covishield while the re-
maining had taken Covaxin.

Mandaviya asked the states
to “aim to cover all eligible with
first dose of Covid-19 vaccine by
November-end”. “Adequate vac-
cine doses are available in the
country...more than 12 crore un-
ulitised doses are available with
the states for administering. No
district should be without full
vaccination,” he said.

Mandaviya asked the states
to make regional and local level
plans with all stakeholders to re-
duce the number of people with
overdue vaccination. According
to sources, Bihar told the Centre
that it has started 279 mobile
vans for vaccination in villages.
“Similarly, Jharkhand said it is
utilising sahiyas or asha workers
for door-to-door vaccination.
Gujarat said it is using
Panchayati Raj and revenue
workers to mobilise people for
the second dose of vaccination,”
sources said.

On Wednesday, India’s
Covid-19 vaccination coverage
crossed 103.99 crore doses.
According to official data, 77 per
cent of the estimated adult pop-
ulation has received their first
dose and 34 per cent are fully
vaccinated.

Among the large states,
Gujarat (53%), Karnataka (46%),
Rajasthan (38%) and Madhya
Pradesh (35%) have reported sec-
ond dose vaccination coverage
above the national average.
However, Maharashtra (33%),
Uttar Pradesh (18%), Bihar (21%)
and West Bengal (26%) are be-
low the national average.

The gap between the first
and second dose is 12 weeks for
Covishield and four weeks for
Covaxin.

TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

e NEW CASES: 15,775

DAYS SINCE

ACTIVE CASES: 1,61,496

VACCINATIONS:1,03,53,25,577
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STATES REPORTING MOST CASES

STATE NEW  ACTIVE  WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES ~ CASES  POSITIVITY  VACCINATION
B Kerala 9445 77158 10.60% 3,848,383
W Maharashtra 1,485 19,480 119% 9,62,83,108
mTamilNadu 1075 12288  0.90% 56996318
B West Bengal 976 7973 231% 740,30,517
W Mizoram 740 6,773 9.23% 12,14,875
STATES REPORTING MOST DEATHS
STATE TODAY'S TOTAL  WEEKLY  OVERALL
DEATHS ~ DEATHS CFR CFR
m Kerala 622 29,977 4.06% 0.62%
B Maharashtra 39 143714  138% 218%
B West Bengal 15 19,096 1.70% 1.21%
mKarnataka 13 38037  221%  128%
M Tamil Nadu 12 36,060 1.21% 1.34%

Note: Dataas on Oct 27; vaccination numbers as of Oct 26. Deaths include those from previous days.
Kerala added nearly 530 previously uncounted deaths as part of adata cleaning exercise.

ALLOPATHY REMARKS

HC gives green signal
to suit against Ramdev

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

GRANTING PERMISSION to a
group of doctors’ associations to
institute a suit against Ramdev
for his statements against allopa-
thy during the pandemic, the
Delhi High Court Wednesday is-
sued summons to the Yoga guru
and others and asked them tofile
statements within four weeks.
“Clearly, from parts of those
video clips, your client is scorn-
ing the allopathic treatment pro-
tocol. It is clear. If you want me
to reproduce those things in the
order, I will reproduceit, it might
be detrimental to your client,”
said Justice C Hari Shankar ad-
dressing Ramdev’s counsel.
Asuitunder Section 91 of the
Code of Civil Procedure alleging
public nuisance or other wrong-
ful act, affecting or likely to affect
the public, can be instituted only

by an Advocate General or with
leave from a court.

The court said that the only
issue involved at this stage is
whether the plaintiff should be
allowed to institute the suit or
not. “From the parts of the clips
which have been shown, there is
definitely a case for the institu-
tion of the suit,” it added.

Senior advocate Rajiv Nayar,
representing Ramdev, did not op-
pose the issuance of summons af-
ter hearing the observations of
the court. Nayar, however, ob-
jected to allegations made against
his client in the suit and submit-
ted that it does not disclose any
case for grant of any of the relief
sought. The court, in the order,
later said that it has not expressed
any opinion on the merits regard-
ing the allegations in the suit.

The resident doctors’ associa-
tion of AIIMS, Rishikesh, and
other unions have alleged in the
suitthat Ramdev was misleading
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the works as under :-

7 IRCON INFRASTRUCTURE & SERVICES LIMITED

(A wholly owned subsidiary of Ircon International Limited)

Website: www.irconisl.com CIN-U45400DL2009G0I194792 "™Aeserviess
e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

e-Tenders in two packet system are invited from bidders meeting qualifying requirements for

e-tender no. (i) IrconISL/1021/Tender/150/CERL indoor Telecom assets Dated 25.10.2021.
Comprehensive AMC of Indoor Telecommunication assets & works at Bilaspur Division and
five stations on Kharsia — Korichhappar section on CERL Project, Chhattisgarh, and
integration of Optic Fiber Link with existing link of SECR at Kharsia and Bilaspur.

e-tender no. (i) IrconISL/1021/Tender/151/CERL Misc. Signaling assets Dated 25.10.2021
Maintenance of Indoor Signaling assets of four (04) stations between Kharsia-Korichhapar
newly laid BG section as per railway practice, guidance given in Signal Engineering Manual
(SEM) and other applicable Manuals & instructions and for the safe and satisfactory
movement of trains as directed by Engineer-in-Charge or his representative at site.

Estimated Cost of work (e-tender numberi): Rs. 39,60,000/-
Estimated Cost of work (e-tender numberii): Rs.25,92,000/-

Last date and Time of e-Bid Submission (i) & (ii) : 17.11.2021 up to 15:00 Hrs (IST)

For further details, visit website https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app. Amendment(s)/
Corrigendum(s), if any, would be hosted on the website only.

Chief Executive Officer/IrconISL, B-40A, Sector-1, Noida-201301

Phone No.:- 0120-2970406, E-mail:- ceo@irconisl.com

the public by claiming that al-
lopathy was responsible for the
deaths of several people infected
by Covid,and insinuating that al-
lopathic doctors were causing
deaths of thousands of patients.

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. SG-664-10-81G-2021-22
E-Tender Is Invited on Behalf of The
President of India for The Under Mentioned
Work. (1.) Name of the work:- Interlocking
of Five (05 Nos.) L C Gates whose TVU is
Less than 50000 in Block section of
Dhanbad Division. (Revised Qty-03 LC gate
to be interlocked). (2.) Appox. Cost of the
work:- Rs. 99,60,120.33 (Approx), (3.)
Earnest Money:- Rs. 0.00, (4.) Date & time
for closing of tender:- 18.11.2021 at 12:30
Hrs., (5.) Any E-Tenders which is sent by
Post/Courier/FAX or self, Manual proposals
although the letter is on firms letter pad or
received in time will not be accepted. The
above E-Tenders, E-Tendering document
alongwith full information is available on
website i.e. http//www.ireps.gov.in, Note :
-Tenderers are requested to visit the website
http//www.ireps.gov.in atleast 10 days
before last date of closing for latest
corrigendum/corrections etc. in response to

this E -tender. Sr.D.S.TE.
East Central Railway, Dhanbad.
PR/01048/DHN/S&T/T/21-22/32

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. SG-664-11-S1G-2021-22
E-Tender is Invited on Behalf of The
President of India for The Under Mentioned
Work. (1.) Name of the work:- Sectional
Signaling Maintenance Contract work in the
section MXY-CPU-SKTN-MHDA under
ASTE/CPU for a period of one year., (2.)
Appox. Cost of the work:- Rs.
2,25,78,843.05 (Approx), (3.) Earnest
Money:- Rs. 0.00, (4.) Date & time for
closing of tender:- 15.11.2021 at 12:30
Hrs., (5.) Any E-Tenders which is sent by
Post/Courier/FAX or self, Manual proposals
although the letter is on firms letter pad or
received in time will not be accepted.The
above E-Tenders, E-Tendering document
alongwith full information is available on
website i.e. http//www.ireps.gov.in, Note : -
Tenderers are requested to visit the website
http//www.ireps.gov.in atleast 10 days
before last date of closing for latest
corrigendum/corrections etc. in response to
this E - tender. Sr. D.S.T.E.

East Central Railway, Dhanbad.

PR/01049/DHN/S&T/T/21-22/32

NITI AAYOG has ap-

e-TENDER NOTICE

[0 TAMILNADU CEMENTS CORPORATION LIMITED
Ad (AGOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU UNDERTAKING)
tancem  L.LA. Building, Il Floor, 735, Anna Salai, Chennai-600 002.

proved a proposal to
conduct a study on
the use of facial

i

Value Rs.11.73 Crore. EMD Rs.7,00,000/-

Floor, Anna Salai,

DIPR/3155/TENDER/2021

e-Tender Ref No0.22/2021-22, Transportation of Dry Fly Ash
through Bulk Tankers from North Chennai Thermal Power Station
(NCTPS), Chennai to Ariyalur Cement Works, Ariyalur District.

Submission of tender: Upto3.00 P.M.on 29.11.2021
Important Note: A pre-bid meeting will be held on 01.11.2021 at
3.00 pm at TANCEM, Corporate Office, No.735, L.L.ABuilding, Il
Chennai-600 002. The details are available
in www.tntenders.gov.in  Corrigendum /Addendum to this
publication, ifany would appear only on the above said website.
General Manager (Marketing)
Congaman SLHS SSHEID S@LBECHTD. snpman s sMGSMb uaLLCUMD.

recognition technol-
ogy in India. The
study, to be con-
ducted by an inde-
pendent think-tank,
will have a budget of
Rs 23.17 lakh.
According to
sources, the decision
was taken on 18

U.P. POWER TRANSMIS-

October during a

8/173 E-tender
25.10.2021

“Supply of ERW Pipe structure”
against Tender Specn. No. ESD-
uploaded on

https://etender.up.nic.in.

be deposited through

and opening

the e-tender portal.

son.

26.10.2021

Cost for the tender is Rs.1.15 Lacs
and tender Fee of Rs. 9440.00 will

NEFT. Last date for submission of| |,
tender is 30.11.2021 at 16:00 Hrs| |7=#=
of part-1 is| |a
02.12.2021 at 16:00 Hrs. Total
Quantity, tender specification and
other terms and conditions is as
per tender document available on
Undersigned
reserve the right to cancel the
e-Bids without assigning any rea- 6
Corrigendum, Addendum, 7
Extension if any shall be uploaded
only on the above website.
are advised to visit the website
regularly for updated information
from time to time. Superintending
Engineer, Electy. 765/400KV SDC,
11th floor, Shakti Bhawan Extn.
Lucknow. @.- 329/2.wa.€.-8/1/173 feAie:

"11]',’[-1 SION CORPORATION| | meeting chaired by

"7 LTD. E-Tender Notice|| NITI Aayog Vice

Online e-Bids are invited for|[| Chairman Rajiv
Kumar.

The minutes of
the meeting read:
“After deliberations,
the research study,
‘Handbook for re-
sponsible  facial
recognition tech-

on
EMD

ARYANBAILPLEAINHC

lllegal arrest, says Merchant’s
lawyer; NCB to respond today

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 27

THE BAIL HEARING of Aryan
Khan, son of actor Shah Rukh
Khan, along with co-accused
Arbaaz Merchant and Munmun
Dhamecha, in the case related to
alleged drugs bustonacruise ship
will continue before Bombay
High Court on Thursday when
the Narcotics Control Bureau
presents its response to argu-
ments from defence lawyers.

On Wednesday, Senior
Advocate Amit Desai, represent-
ing Merchant, argued before the
single-judge bench of Justice
Nitin W Sambre that the NCB's
arrests in the case were “illegal”
because the agency failed to fol-
low procedure under section41A
of the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), which mandates the in-
vestigating officer toissue notice

Caste certificate
row: Malik puts
out Wankhede
‘nikahnama’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 27

MAHARASHTRA  MINISTER
Nawab Malik Wednesday re-
leased a document claiming it
was NCB Mumbai zonal director
Sameer Wankhede’s nikahnama
and reiterated his allegation that
Wankhede, despite being a
Muslim, had taken reservation
benefits of the Scheduled Caste
communtiy to secure ajobin the
Indian Revenue Service (IRS).

The handwritten document,
dated December 20086, refers to
the marriage of one Sameer
Dawood Wankhede with one
Shabana Zaheer Qureshi.

“Inthe case of Wankhede, in-
spite of being a Muslim, he has
forged his certificates to avail
reservation benefits and action
needs to be taken against him,”
Malik said at a press conference.

Wankhede’s father
Dnyaneshwar acknowledged the
nikahnama was genuine but said
his family had never converted to
Islam. “My son’s Nikah did take
place. As perIslamicrules, a nikah
can'ttake place between twonon-
muslims. My wife, who was a
Muslim, probably would have re-
ferred to me asa Muslim and, out
oflove, referred to me as Dawood
in the nikah nama,” he said.

of appearance prior to arrest.

Desai also contended that
WhatsApp chats were not ad-
missible in court, according to
previous High Court judgments
and provisions of the Indian
Evidence Act. Merchant should
be granted bail as he was booked
with alleged possession of nar-
cotics in small quantity, and “not
in commercial quantity”,and his
medical test was not conducted,
the lawyer argued.

Desai further referred to
Tuesday's Special Court order
granting bail to two other men
in the case, Avin Sahu and
Manish Rajgariya — the first
from among 20 of those arrested
to be granted bail. “Offence of
conspiracy was levelled against
them (two who got bail) and the
reply of NCB was identical to that
of Arbaaz and Aryan. They were
also accused of having contra-
band in their possession. Even

though the Special Court judg-
ment is not binding on this court
(High Court), we are not on par-
ity but liberty. They were two in-
dependent people. There was no
connection between all these
people arrested,” Desai said.

Aryan, Merchant and
Dhamecha have beenin custody
since October 2, when they were
detained ahead of an alleged
rave party on a cruise ship. The
three had approached the High
Court after the Special Court un-
der the NDPS Act rejected their
bail pleas last Wednesday.

OnTuesday, Senior Advocate
and former attorney general
Mukul Rohatgi, appearing on be-
half of Aryan, had called his ar-
rest “arbitrary”.

On Wednesday, Rohatgi said
the NCB's remand application did
not give “true and correct facts”
and his client had rights under
section 50 of CrPCand Article 22

of the Constitution of being in-
formed of arrest and right of bail,
which was not followed.

Representing Merchant,
Desai argued: “Why a need for
arrest when only the offence of
possession under NDPS Act was
levelled?”

Desai said: “Only thing they
are using to keep us in custody is
WhatsApp chats, which were
from before the incident took
place. There are no WhatsApp
chats in any manner whatsoever
supporting the conspiracy theory.
They (devices) were seized but
there is no panchnama. Based on
this, there has been speculation
of drug trafficking, it is absurd.”

Advocate Ali Kaashif Khan
Deshmukh, representing

Dhamecha, argued that there was
no material against her and that
she had no connection with the
otheraccused. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

NCB Deputy Director General (northern region) Gyaneshwar Singh arrives at the NCB office
in Mumbai on Wednesday. A team led by him recorded NCB Mumbai zonal director Sameer
Wankhede’s statement in an extortion probe for more than four hours. Ganesh Shirsekar

CRUISE DRUG RAID
Mere presence
not conspiracy
proof: court
while granting
bail to two

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 27

IN ITS detailed order granting
bail to two men arrested in con-
nection to the cruise ship drug
raid case by the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB), a special court has
said that merely because they
were on the ship and some con-
traband was allegedly recovered
from one of them, it cannot be
said that they had conspired
with other co-accused.

It also said that the role at-
tributed to actor Shah Rukh
Khan's son Aryan Khan and two
others, whose bail pleas it had
rejected last week, is “different”
from these two men.

Special Judge V V Patil on
Tuesday had granted bail to
Odisha residents Avin Sahu and
Manish Rajgariya, who were
booked for alleged consumption
of ganja twice on the ship and
possession of 2.4 gm of ganja, re-
spectively. So far, 20 people have
been arrested in the case and
NCB has claimed that all accused
are “intrinsically connected”.

“In the present case, as far as
applicant is concerned, respon-
dent failed to produce on record
any evidence to show that he was
either in contact with any of the
accused or that in any way he is
connected with the co-accused,”
the court said inits detailed order
made available on Wednesday.

"...case of the present appli-
cant (Sahu)is different from the
case of accused number 1
(Aryan), in that, the present ap-
plicant has no WhatsApp chats,
no connection with any of the
accused... Merely because the
applicant was present on the
cruise, he cannot be said to have
acted in conspiracy with co-ac-
cused,” the court said.

In another case, witness says signed blank papers

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 27

NAVI MUMBAI resident Shekhar
Kamble, a witness in a drugs case
lodged by the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) in August against a
Nigerian national, Wednesday al-
leged that the central agency, as
partof panchanama, had taken his
signatures on 10 to 12 blank pa-
pers and filled them up without
informing him about the contents.

Asimilar allegation has been
made against NCB by Prabhakar
Sail, a witness in the cruise ship

NITI Aayog okays study on
facial recognition tech in India

EXPLAINED

Need for legislation
amid privacy issues

FACIALRECOGNITION technology has been used in several
countries in recent years. In India, it has been used at some
airports and across several states. Concerns, however, have
been raised with regard to privacy issues. Till date, there is no
legislation to regulate the technology’s use. The European
Union has moved in the direction of enacting a law that will
deal with Al facial recognition and other issues.

nologies inIndia: A case study for
Digi Yatra’ by Centre for Applied
Law and Technology Research
(ALTR), Vidhi Centre for Legal
Policy, New Delhi was approved
atabudget of Rs 23.17 ina time-
line of 4 months...”

During the meeting, Kumar
suggested the inclusion of infor-
mation on what institutional
arrangements need to be made
touse the technology, it is learnt.

Sources said NITI Aayog
member Dr VK Saraswat, who
looks after science and technol-

ogy, highlighted the “security
angle” and flagged the issue of
“misuse [ malpractices” related
to facial recognition technology.

According to a source, a rep-
resentative from Vidhi Centre
for Legal Policy said a “big con-
cern” related to FRT in India
would be the level of accuracy
“since most of the data sets that
are being used by the algorithm
are Caucasian males and there
are higher chances of inaccurate
results even with white
women”.

drug raid case involving actor
Shah Rukh Khan’s son Aryan.

Kamble said he saw Sail'sin-
terview in the media and de-
cided to “reveal the truth”.

When contacted for a com-
ment on allegations made by
Kamble, IRS officer Sameer
Wankhede, Mumbai Zonal
Director for NCB, said, “Hostile.
Will comment in court. Matter
is sub-judice.”

Earlier this year, as part of its
‘Operation Thunderbolt’, NCB
had raided several places and ar-
rested alleged drug peddlers.

In August, at Kharghar in Navi

Mumbai, it had intercepted
Nigerian national Kingsley
Ukwueza at a Nigerian commu-
nity kitchen. Ukwuzea was there
along with around 50 other
Nigerian nationals who fled when
the NCB team arrived. Two NCB
officers were injured in the melee.

The agency had claimed that
Ukweuza has international links
and is a major drug supplier in
Navi Mumbai.

Kamble claimed he is a wit-
ness in the case. Speaking to a
Marathi news channel, he
claimed, “In Kharghar case num-
ber 80/21,a Nigerian was caught.

NRI sent back to US from
Delhi airport due to farm
stir support, says family

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR, OCTOBER 27

THE ISSUE of Indira Gandhi
International airport authorities
sending Darshan Singh Dhaliwal
backto the US while denying him
entryinto India has taken a polit-
ical turn with his family claiming
that he was “punished for organ-
ising langar for the protesting
farmers at the Delhi borders”.

Theincident took place onthe
night of October 23-24. According
tohis younger brother Surjit Singh
Rakhra,aminister in the previous
SAD-BJP government in Punjab,
Dhaliwal visited India four times
in the last year and was harassed
every time at the airport.

The 71-year-old Dhaliwal,
who hails from Rakhra village
near Patiala, had migrated to the
US in 1972 at the age of 21.
Dhaliwal pursued a degree in
mechanical engineering and af-
ter doing some odd jobs, took a
gasstation onlease in 1977. Two

RTGS/

A-543

GOVT. OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF, WATER RESOURCES ODISHA,

BHUBANESWAR

‘e’ Procurement Notice No. CEMKS 04 OF 2021-22

. Name of the work

. Bid Document Cost

. E.M.D.

A ON =

5. Class of Contractor
. Period of Completion

. Amount put to Tender

. Protection to Daya left embankment from RD 51.650 Km to 60.00 Km with communication.

: Rs. 10,07,12,056.00
: Rs. 10,000.00 (online)

: Bid Security Declaration to be furnished as per Annexure Il of Section-6 of Technical Bid

Document
: Special Class & Super Class
: 18 calender months (548 Days)

. Other details are as follows.

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 27

years later he bought his first gas
station and now owns hundreds
of them in various US cities.

Surjit Singh said his brother
is a frequent flyer to India but
was never harassed earlier. “My
brother landed at 7:00 pm on
October 23 in 989 United
Airlines flight and after quizzing
him for 5-6 hours, the airport au-
thorities sent him back to the
US,” Surjit Singh said.

He claimed that the authori-
ties asked Dhaliwal to stop help-
ing the farmers' agitation. Surjit
Singh said that Dhaliwal was
only organising ‘langar’ at the
Singhu border.

Dhaliwal’s family supports
SAD but he has never participated
in any political activity here, said
Surjit Singh who had unsuccess-
fully contested the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections from Patiala
against Congress’s Preneet Kaur.
SAD patriarch Parkash Singh
Badal has asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to “intervene per-
sonally” in the case.

Procurement Officer

Bidders

Bid Identification No.

Availability of Tender On-line for bidding

Date of Opening of
Technical Bid (Cover-l)

welcome

From To
Chief Engineer & BM, CEMKS PID 01 of 29.10.2021 15.11.2021 16.11.2021
Mahanadi Kathajodi 2021-22 10.00 hrs 17.00 hrs 11.00 hrs
System, Bhubaneswar

8. e-mail Id

celmbbbsr@yahoo.co.in

Further detail conditions can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd/- Chief Engineer & Basin Manager
Mahanadi Kathajodi System
Bhubaneswar
OIPR-32252/11/0005/2122

Minister
Sucharitha.

New Delhi

IN A break from tradition,
leaders of the ruling YSR
Congress Party (YRSCP) on
Wednesday held a function to
Mekathoti
Dayasagar who took charge as
the Commissioner of Income
Tax (TDS) at Vijayawada in
Andhra Pradesh. Dayasagaris
the husband of state Home
Mekathoti

Dayasagar, a 1992-batch

Mumbai.

Several central and state
government officers, as well
as leaders of the ruling party
visited Dayasagar to wel-
come him on Wednesday.

Dayasagar told reporters
his priorities include effective

ThatNigerian was notadrug ped-
dler. The Nigerian drug peddler
who we went to arrest pushed us
and ran away. Then we went to
another place called ‘Nigerian
Kitchen'. Here, there were 40 to
50 Nigerians. NCB raided the
building and all Nigerians started
running away. They managed to
catch two of them, including a
boy. They took them to the office
and let go of the boy the next day
and caught the second person
(referring to Ukweuza).”

He added that three days
later, NCB officers made him sign
10-12 blank papers.

Turbulence hits
Delhi-Odisha
flight, pilots make
‘normal’ landing

New Delhi: A Vistara flight from
Delhi to  Bhubaneswar
Wednesday encountered strong
tailwinds that made for rough
landing conditions, which AAP
lawmaker Sanjay Singh said
“shook the soul”, but pilots of the
Airbus A320 managed to make
anormal landing, officials said.

The incident was brought to
the notice of officials by AAP’s
Rajya Sabha MP, who was on the
flight. “Today, Vistara’s flight
landing in Bhubaneswar shook
the soul of the passengers and it
narrowly avoided an accident.”

Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia responded
to Singh’s tweet and said the in-
cident will be investigated.

A senior official at the DGCA
said the aircraft made a normal
landing. “The gusty conditions
kept increasing as the aircraft
came closure to ground.
Consequently, the pilot flying had
to make continuous lateral cor-
rections,” the official said. ENS

Andhra’s new I-T commisioner
gets welcome from ruling party

Indian Revenue Service (IRS)
officer, has served in various
positions in the Income Tax
(I-T) Department across the
state. Before being appointed
Commissioner of Income Tax
(TDS, Vijaywada, he was
posted Commissioner of
Income Tax (Appeals) in

TDS tax administration, a
grievance free system, better
taxpayer services to the tax
deductors and prompt col-
lection of due taxes.
Sucharita was appointed
state Home Minister after the
Jagan Mohan Reddy govern-
ment was voted to power in
2019. She belongs to the Mala
Scheduled Caste community
and is considered a staunch
loyalist of late former chief
minister and senior Congress
leader Y SRajasekhara Reddy
(YSR)-whose death precipi-
tated the formation of YSRCP.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY,O0CTOBER 28,2021

XPRESS NETWORK

In signal to
China, India
tests Agni 5

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

INDIA ON Wednesday success-
fully test-fired its surface-to-sur-
face nuclear capable Agni 5 mis-
sile that can strike targets atranges
up to 5,000 km, the Ministry of
Defence said.

This comes just days after re-
ports that China tested a hyper-
sonic vehicle in August, which cir-
cled the globe before missing its
target by over 20 miles.

A “successful launch of the
surface-to-surface ballistic mis-
sile, Agni 5, was carried out on
October 27, 2021, at approxi-
mately 1950 hrs from AP] Abdul
Kalam Island, Odisha,” the de-
fence ministry said. “The missile,
which uses a three-stage solid fu-
elled engine, is capable of striking
targets at ranges up to 5,000 km
with a very high degree of accu-
racy,” itsaid. The launch, the min-
istry said, is “in line with India’s
policy to have credible minimum
deterrence that underpins the
commitment to ‘no first use”.

With its range, the missile is
capable of hitting almost any tar-
get in China. The test is being
viewed as a signal to China, with
whom ties have been on the
downslide since May 2020, when
the yet-to-be resolved military
standoffineastern Ladakh began.

Agni 5 is India’s most potent
missile, with a 1,500-kg warhead
capacity, and can achieve the
speed of Mach 24, meaningit can
travel 24 times the speed of sound.
Indiais currently working on Agni
6, which is likely to have a range
beyond 8,000 km. Agni 5 was in-
ducted into India’s Strategic Forces
Command around 2018, after at
least six successful tests.

While China has denied it had
tested a hypersonic missile vehi-
cle, calling it a spacecraft, it has
raised concerns across the world.

TARUN TEJPAL CASE

Don’t read out evidence, says HC

Trial court’s acquittal order retrograde regressive’, ‘victim was on trial’: Goa govt

MAYURA JANWALKAR
PANAJI,OCTOBER 27

THE HIGH Court of Bombay at
Goasaid on Wednesday thatitex-
pected lawyers to "maintain deco-
rum while reading the evidence"
inthe 2013 case of rape and sexual
assault, in which former Tehelka
editor Tarun Tejpal was acquitted
by atrial courton May 21 this year.
The court said instead of reading
out the evidence, the lawyers
could just "point out the para-
graph number".

"I'm sure all parties will main-
tain decorum while reading the
evidence. You can just point out
the paragraph number, we will
read it for ourselves," Justice
Revati Mohite Dere said. "Not

Tarun Tejpal

only in this case, in all cases per-
taining to rape we do not want
the lawyers to read the evidence
(aloud)in open court," she said.
Opposing Tejpal's plea seek-
ing in-camera proceedings,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
arguing for the Goa government,
said the trial court's order to ac-
quit him was "retrograde and re-
gressive" and "fit for the fifth
century". "The victim was virtu-
ally on trial" and she was
"named and shamed," he said.
A division bench of Justice

MP school run by church
writes to police over
VHP, Bajrang Dal ‘threat’

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 27

A SENIOR secondary school run
by the Syro-Malabar Church in
Madhya Pradesh’s Satna district
has sought protection from po-
lice following an “ultimatum” by
the VHP and Bajrang Dal to “rein-
stall” anidol of Saraswati, which
they had claimed had been re-
moved from the premises.

The manager of Jyoti Christ
Senior Secondary School, Father
Augustine Chittuparambil, de-
nied the claims of the two
groups. SP Dharamveer Yadav
said there was no confirmation
of any such idol being removed.

Chittuparambil said around

40 men from the VHP and
Bajrang Dal approached the
school on Monday while classes
were on and handed over a
“memorandum”, warning that
theidol be put up within 15 days.

“Neither was there any idol
of Goddess Saraswati nor was
any idol removed,”
Chittuparambil said.

Sagar Gupta, a VHP leader of
the Mahakaushal region, threat-
ened protestsif the school did not
“reinstall” the idol. “Saraswati is
the goddess of knowledge but her
idol has been removed from the
school. In turn, it is filled with
idols of Jesus and Mary. We un-
derstand thatitis their school, but
that does not mean you fill it up
withidols of your God...”

17-yr-old Kerala girl delivers baby
with help from YouTube videos

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBERZ27

A 17-YEAR-OLD girl delivered a
baby on her own at home with
the help of YouTube videos in
Kerala’s Malappuram district,
police said. After the delivery on
October 20, she stayed in her
room for three days till she de-
veloped some infections.
Subsequently, her mother found
outand rushed her to the hospi-
tal where she is recovering now.

Malappuram district child
welfare committee (CWC) chair-
man Advocate Shajesh Basker

said the hospital informed them
about the delivery and they, in
turn, contacted the police. The
girl is recovering and her new-
born boy is safe at the hosptal
along with the mother.

Onthe basis of the girl's state-
ment, the police have arrested a
21-year-old man from her local-
ity for allegedly impregnating
the minor.

The CWC chairman said it
was surprising that the girl’s
mother didn't know about the
pregnancy and didn't find out
about the delivery either for two
days. "Her 50-year-mother is vi-
sually impaired and her father,
who works as security guard,

was always on night duty. As the
girl remained shut in the room
with her mobile phone, the
mother thought she was busy
with online classes,” he said.

Police sources said the ar-
rested youth exploited the situ-
ation at the home. "He also ad-
vised the girl to turn to YouTube
tolearn about cutting the umbil-
ical cord.

They both wanted to cover it
up. In the third month of preg-
nancy, the girl had reported
stomach ache at a private hospi-
tal where she was treated for
gastritis. As part of the probe, we
would go for aDNA test,” said the
police.

Dere and Justice M S Jawalkar
said it would not consider the
application for in-camera hear-
ing at this stage.

Tejpal's counsel, Amit Desai,
told the court that he first
wanted to argue on the main-
tainability of the Goa govern-
ment's application seeking to
appeal against the trial court's
May 21 decision to acquit Tejpal.
Desai said that on the day the ap-
peal was filed, the additional
public prosecutor did not have
permission to file it.

"Is that the only hurdle?"
Justice Dere asked.

"But that is a very serious
hurdle,” Desai said. He said that
aninquiry under the RTI Act had
shown that on May 24, when the
appeal was filed, the state gov-

NO DATA BREACH

ernment had not given permis-
sion to the additional public
prosecutor to file the appeal un-
der Section 378 of the CrPC.

In an additional affidavit on
Wednesday, Tejpal said he had
reason to believe that while the
application to appeal was filed
onMay 24, the approval reached
the office of Additional Public
Prosecutor Pravin Faldessai on
May 31. Inquiries made under
the RTI Act showed the note
seeking the state government's
permission to file the appeal was
initiated on the same day that it
was filed, Tejpal's affidavit said.
The Under Secretary (Home-1)
sent it to the Director General of
Police (DGP) on May 27.

The courtis expected to hear
the case next on November 16.

KYC registering
agency gets cyber
vulnerability alert

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

A TEAM of cyber security re-
searchers red-flagged last
Wednesday a critical security is-
sue in Sebi-registered KYC regis-
tering agency CDSL Ventures
Limited (CVL), which it claimed,
could be exploited for unautho-
rised access to sensitive personal
and financial data of investors.
CVLis a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of India’s largest securities
depository Central Depository
Services Limited. It facilitates cen-
tralised storing and safeguarding
of investor information, provides
fully digitised KYC services tomar-
ket intermediaries and holds in-
formation of over4 crore investors.
The vulnerability was fixed on
Tuesday — a week after it was re-
ported to CDSL, National Critical
Information  Infrastructure
Protection Centre (NCIIPC) under
National Technical Research
Organisation, and CERT-In under
the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MEITY).
“Our researchers detected an
authorisation vulnerability in one
of the APIs (application pro-
gramme interface) which allowed
anyone capable of launchingama-
licious attack to retrieve extremely
sensitive personal and financial in-
formation of around4.39 crorein-
vestors who have obtained mar-
ket securities KYCsince 2005,” said
Himanshu Pathak, founder of
Chandigarh-based cyber security
consultancy startup CyberX9.

When contacted, a CDSL
spokesperson said in an email on
Tuesday: “CDSLwould like toclar-
ify that there has been no security
issue or data breach at CDSL.
However, CVL has received a vul-
nerability alert on the website of
CVL which has since been miti-
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Police escort three of the convicts of the 2013 serial blasts, in

Patna on Wednesday. P11

2013 Patna serial blasts:
NIA court convicts 10

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATNA,OCTOBER 27

A SPECIAL NIA court on
Wednesday convicted 10 people
in connection with the 2013 se-
rial blasts that left six dead and
scores injured at the Patna venue
of a political rally by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
was then the chief minister of
Gujarat.

Special NIA judge Gurvinder
Mehrotra, who passed the order,
also acquitted one of the accused
for want of evidence. "The NIA
had submitted charge-sheets
against 11 people in the course
of investigation. Of these, one
was aminor and his case was re-
ferred to the juvenile justice
board. The remaining were put

on trial. "Today, all but one were
convicted. The quantum of sen-
tence will be pronounced on
November 1," Special Public
Prosecutor Lalan Prasad Singh,
who appeared for NIA, said.

Those who were pronounced
guilty are Imtiaz Ansari,
Mujibullah, Haider Ali, Firoz
Aslam, Omar Ansari, Iftekhar,
Ahmed Husain, Umair Siddiqui
and Azharuddin. The court ac-
quitted Fakhruddin, he added.

The blasts took place at
Gandhi Maidan on October 27,
2013 when a rally by Modi, who
had been declared the party's
prime ministerial candidate, was
underway.

No terror outfit claimed re-
sponsibility, but the involvement
of SIMI and the Indian
Mujahideen, was suspected.

Lakhimpur Kheri:
Farmer held for
‘lynching’ sent to
3 daysin remand

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 27

A LOCAL court in Lakhimpur
Kheri on Wednesday sent
Gurvinder Singh, a 26-year-old
farmer who was arrested in con-
nection with the lynching of two
local BJP leaders and the driver
of a Mahindra Thar owned by
Union MoS Ajay Mishra, to three
days’ police custody.

Gurvinder Singh was ar-
rested along with another
farmer, Vichitra Singh, in con-
nection with this case on
Tuesday.

The SIT probing the October
3 incident, which also saw four
protesting farmers and a journal-
ist being alleged run over by
three cars, including one belong-
ing to the Union minister, had
sought Gurvinder’s remand to
recover the stick which he had
allegedly used to beat the vic-
tims. Granting the SIT's request,
the court sent Gurvinder to three
days’ police custody remand
starting October 28 morning.

The court also sent four oth-
ers booked for the alleged mur-
der of the four farmers and a
journalist to two days’ police
custody. The four are Sumit
Jaiswal, Shishu Pal, Nandan
Singh Bhist and Satya Prakash
Tripathi. This is the second time
that the SIT has obtained re-
mand of these four accused.

gated. There has been no data
breach at CVL.” Emails seeking
comment to SEBI, NCIIPC and
CERT-In remained unanswered.
Investor KYC for market secu-
rities involves extended personal
and financial data points — name,
addresses, gender, marital status,
PAN, email, annual income, net
worth, Demat account number,
broker details, client ID etc, all of
whichwere accessible atleast un-
til October 25 due to the authori-
sation vulnerability. Access to KYC
data can potentially enable mali-
cious actors to launch customised
attacks aimed at financial fraud,
identity theft, extortion, imper-
sonation etc. Atanother level, this
dataset canalsobe used todisrupt
the stock market through targeted
misinformation campaigns.
Flagging the vulnerability on
October 19 to NTRO'’s NCIIPC and
MEITY’s CERT-In, the national
nodal agency for responding to
computer security incidents,
CyberX9 wrote: “Considering the
extreme impact of thisif exploited
by amalicious attacker, we expect
remediationof theissueat the ear-
liest.” On October 20, records
show, CERT-In requested for “rel-
evant screenshots” and subse-
quently registered the complaint

for “appropriate action.”
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“‘torrent- Torrent Power Limited
. A e ° POWER Registered Office: “Samanvay”,
.. T gt ! ...the name you can BANK upon ! i Ahmedabad - 380 015
Website: www.torrentpower.com >
Circle Sastra Patna North: 2nd Floor, Chanakya Tower, R-Block, Patna-800 001 E-mail: cs@torrentpower.com Ph.: 07926628000
This Demand ot s héreby gven Under scclon 15() of he Secuisalion and Reconstuction of Fnanci EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002), read with rule 3, of the Secuity Interest Q ’
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 hereinafter calling upon the under mentioned Borrowers/Guarantors to repay the (Z in Crore except per share data)
Amount outstanding for the Term Loan/Cash Credit granted to them/ on their Guarantee, within 60 days from the T
date of Publication of this notice. Their accounts have become NPA due to non payment of interest and instalments Quarter Six months Quarter
as per terms of sanction. In the circumstances, we are unable to permit continuation of the above facility granted to Particulars ended ended ended
you. We, therefore, hereby recall the above facilities/the guarantee given by you is hereby invoked. 30.09.2021 30.09.2021 30.09.2020
If you fail to repay the Bank the below mentioned amount with further interest and incidental expenses, costs, Un-audited Un-audited Un-audited
etc, in terms of this notice u/s 13(2) of the Act, the Bank will exercise all or any of the rights detailed under - -
sub-section (4) of section 13 and under other applicable provisions of the said Act. Total income from operations 3,647.62 6,746.53 3,128.73
You are also put on notice that in terms of sub-section 13 of section 13 you shall not after publication/receipt of Net profit for the period before tax
this notice transfer by sale, lease or otherwise other than in the ordinary course of business, the said secured and exceptional items 485.25 758.18 229.99
assets detailed below of this notice without obtaining written consent of the Bank.
Your attention is hereby drawn invited to provisions of sub-section(8) of section 13 of the Act in respect of time Net profit / (loss) for the period before tax 485.25 758.18 229.99
available to you redeem the secure assets. This notice is issued without prejudice to the bank's rights in the and after exceptional items ’ ' ’
suit/litigation pending before DRT/Court. :
The details of the accounts and secured assets along with amount outstanding with interest and other charges Zf(; Ie);(():grt)t/i(()lr?zisi)teigrsthe period after tax 368.84 576.62 202.17
and expenses thereon are given below.
Name of Account & Guarantor & Name of the owner & 1. Date of Total comprehensive income for the period 365.23 572.89 202.40
Branch Description of the property mortgaged |Demand Notice (after tax) (attributable to owners of the Company)
2 ks o Ll Equity share capital 480.62 480.62 480.62
3. Amount
outstanding Reserves (excluding revaluation reserve as 9,703.62
Alc-M/s S S Sales EM of Property: 1. 30.06.2021 shown in the balance sheet of previous year) (as at 31.03.2021)
Alc No.: 2968008700000798 & 1. Thana No.-182, Tauzi No.-8200, Khata|2. 30.09.2016 -
296800JG00009917 No.-39, Survey Plot No.544, Area-3 Katha|3. Rs. Earnings per share (of X 10/- each)
Borrower-Rahul Mishra (Proprietor) S/o|At Manjholia, PS-Manjhi, Distt.-Saran in the|16,68,676.60 Basic (%) 7.64 11.94 4.18
Revmdra Nath Mishra At Bijay Charjdrawatl Name of _Sn Shivjee Mishra S/o Late Hari ywth further Diluted () 7.64 11.94 4.18
Niwas, Old Voltas Campus, Opposite Tara|Charan Mishra. interest & other
Mandal, Balley Road, Patna-800001. 2. Thana No.-181, Tauzi No.-509 & 510, charges until EXTRACT OF THE STATEMENT OF STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS
Guarantor- Sri Shivjee Mishra (Mortgagor) S/o|Khata No.-507, Survey Plot No.931, Area-|payment in full (% in Crore)
Hari Charan Mishra. At 10, Daroga Prasad Rai|5518 & 5513 Sq ft in the Name of Sri Shivjee
Path, PO-Sachivalaya, Patna-800001. Mishra S/o Late Hari Charan Mishra. Quarter Six months Quarter
Branch: Punaichak, Patna. Particulars ended ended ended
Alc- Sri Anil Kumar EM of land and building situated at|1.05.10.2021 30.09.2021 30.09.2021 30.09.2020
Alc No.: 0828300500068 & 0828300500082 |Mauza-Natthupur, Pargana and Survey|2. 31.03.2021 . . T
Borrower-Sri Anil Kumar S/o Late Ram|Thana-Phulwari Sharifg,] Prasent Thana)f 3. Rs. Un-audited Un-audited Un-audited
Charitar Singh alias Ram Chalitar Ram, 207,|Parsa Bazaar, Sub and Sadar Registry|9,83,581.00 Total income from operations 3,447.90 6,446.83 3,011.82
Bakarganj, Imli Tal, Near Hanuman Mandir,|Office and Distt.-Patna, Jamindari Bihar|with further Net profit for the period before tax and
Daldali Road, Patna-800004. Sarkar, Tauzi No.-5266, Thana No.-|interest & other pt' Lit p 470.94 728.46 222.86
Branch: Rajendra Path, Patna. 109, Khata No.-87, Khesra and Survey|charges until cxceptional items
Plot No.-676(P), Area-10 Dhur vide|payment in full Net profit / (loss) for the period before tax
Sale Deed No.-1458 dated 24.01.2011 and I;fter ex(cepti)onal itenlljs 470.94 72846 222.86
pertaining to Sri Anil Kumar S/o Late Ram Charitar Singh. Boundary:- North-Niz, South-Niz, East-Baleshwar .
Singh, West-12 feet Road out of which 4 feet contributed by the land owner, 4 feet by the purchaser and 4 feet zleé g;gg;ééf;si)tggsthe period after tax 356.28 555.29 196.20
by the purchaser on the opposite side of the road. —
Alc-M/s Arun Galla Bhandar 1. Hypothecation of Stock 1.29.09.2021 Total comprehensive income for the 354.24 554.14 19777
Alc No.: 0569008700002816 2. EM of land and building situated|2. 11.01.2018 period (after tax)
Borrower-Sri Radhe Shyam Prasad Singhlat Mouza-Bajitpur Chondi, Pragana-|3. Rs.
(Proprietor). Gyaspur, Thana, Sub Division & Sub|13,26,457.00 Note:
Morgagor- Smt. Ramsakhi Devi, W/o Late|Registry Office-Barh, Sadar Registry|with further 1. The above is an extract of the detailed financial results for the quarter and six months ended
Tripit Narayan Singh, Doulatpur Chondi,|Office and Distt-Patna, Jamindari Bihar|interest & other September 30, 2021 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing
Mohalla- Dhelwagosai, PS + PO - Barh,|Sarkar, Ward No.-12, Holding No.-37,|charges until Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the same, along
Patna-803213. Tauzi No.-7838, Thana No.-59, Khata|paymentin full with the notes, are available on the websites of Stock Exchanges at www.bseindia.com and
Branch: Barh, Patna No.154, Khesra No.-620, Area-Poune Sat www.nseindia.com and also on the Company's website at www.torrentpower.com.
Dhur (6.75 Dhur) vide Deed No.-6593 dated 28.08.1995 pertaining to Smt. Ramsakhi Devi, W/o Late
Tripit Narayan Singh. Boundary:- North-Kharidar No. Haza, South-Kharidar No. Haza, East-Yugeshwar Place : Ahmedabad
Vishwakarma, West-Road. Date : October 27,2021
Date :27.10.2021 (Authorised Officer) /
Place : Patna Punjab National Bank
I m (T (T
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WORDLY WISE
UNDER OBSERVATION, WE ACT LESS FREE, WHICH
MEANS WE EFFECTIVELY ARE LESS FREE.
— EDWARD SNOWDEN

ThelndianEXPRESS
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SUPREME CUSTODIAN

SChas done the right thing by refusing to accept the Centre’s
stonewalling on Pegasus. Its panel must get to work right away

HE SUPREME COURT’S move on Wednesday in the Pegasus case to appoint
an expert committee, whose functioning will be overseen by a retired apex
courtjudge, isa welcome and an emphatic reassertion of its role and respon-
sibilities as the custodian of individual rights enshrined in the Constitution.
The three-judge bench, headed by CJIN V Ramana, called the “limited affidavit” submit-
ted by the Union government in the Court in response to the petitions that alleged use of
a spyware for surveillance on private citizens as an “omnibus and vague denial” and re-
jected the government’s plea to let it constitute an expert panel to investigate the issue.

The SCorder broadly addresses three issues that have been flagged in the Pegasus row
— the citizen’s right to privacy, judicial review when the executive invokes national secu-
rity, and the implications of surveillance on free speech. The Court, pointing to its own
judgment in K S Puttaswamy, has said that “right to privacy is as sacrosanct as human ex-
istence and is inalienable to human dignity and autonomy”. While agreeing that it is not
anabsolute right, the Court has said any restrictions “must necessarily pass constitutional
scrutiny”. Any surveillance or snooping done on an individual by the state or any outside
agency is an infringement of that person’s right to privacy. Hence, any violation of that
right by the state, even in national interest, has to follow procedures established by the
law. The Court has also drawn a link between surveillance, especially “the knowledge that
one is under the threat of being spied on”, and censorship, particularly self-censorship, to
reflect on the “potential chilling effect that snooping techniques may have”. The chilling ef-
fect surveillance can produce “is an assault on the vital public-watchdog role of the press,
which may undermine the ability of the press to provide accurate and reliable information”.
The order is a strong rebuttal of the government's specious and self-serving use of national
security as an alibi — a catch-all phrase used these days to criminalise all forms of dissent.
The Court has ruled that the state does not get a “free pass every time the spectre of ‘na-
tional security’ is raised”. This also means “no omnibus prohibition can be called for against
judicial review” if the matter impinges on national security: In effect, the government will
have to explain to — and convince — the Court why it wants to avoid disclosure.

The Court has constituted a panel of experts under former SC judge Justice RV
Raveendran. It has sharply defined the questions it needs to ask and find answers to: Was
any Pegasus suite of spyware acquired by the central or any state government or any cen-
tral or state agency for use against the citizens of India? If any government agency has
used it to snoop on Indian citizens, under what law, rule, guidelines, protocol or lawful pro-
cedure was such deployment made? These are vital questions at the heart of a citizen’s
basic rights. The letter and spirit of the court’s order will be tested by how the Justice
Raveendran panel addresses them.

PASSING THE BUCK

Sonia Gandhi’s diagnosis of what ails the Congress stops where
it should have started — with the top leadership

TFIRST GLANCE, Congress President Sonia Gandhi's diagnosis of the many is-
sues that ail her party seems to hit the mark. Addressing a meeting of state
Congress presidents, AICC general secretaries and leaders in-charge of states,
she said that the ideological and political messages framed by the leaders do
notreach grassroots’ workers; that there is a “lack of clarity and cohesion” among state-level
leaders and perhaps most importantly, personal ambitions must not override party inter-
ests, discipline and unity. But the sharpness of her critique is dulled by where it does not go.

Implicit in the party chief’s elaboration is that the leadership has had norole in precip-
itating the party’s decline. The deepening crisis facing the Congress since it was trounced
in the 2014 general elections is indeed multifaceted. Ideologically, it has lacked clarity on
issues like the Ram Temple and the abrogation of Article 370 and, organisationally, its mass
party structure has been unable to combat the strong cadre-based model of the Sangh
Parivar. Add to that a growing number of defections and limited success in overcoming
the various contradictions in India’s political mosaic to make concrete the idea of “oppo-
sition unity”. The fact — whether for good or ill —is that India’s Grand Old Party seems un-
able to look beyond “the family” for the top party post, though in recent months a few
leaders have openly expressed dissatisfaction with the manner in which the party is run.
Last year, a group of 23 senior Congress leaders — including former chief ministers, Union
ministers and party general secretaries — called for ideological clarity, an overhaul of the
party’s organisation and addressing the leadership vacuum. In public, at least, the national
leadership seems only to have addressed these issues with references to “party discipline”
and “unity”. In the recent Congress Working Committee meeting, these issues were not dis-
cussed — rather, those pointing them out were accused of undermining the party.

Since it appears that Sonia Gandhi will be at the helm at least for some time, it may be
an opportune moment for the Congress to expand the ambit of her critique beyond the
state-level leadership. It is unlikely that India’s oldest party, and still — diminished though
itis — the major national Opposition, can hold a powerful, majority government to account
without a renewed ideology and organisation. That feat is unlikely if the national leadership
— the Nehru-Gandhi family — rather than assuming responsibility, lets it roll downhill.

NOT A FAIRYTALE

Now that Princess Mako has married and left the royal life,
she may finally be left alone

ITH ONLY A small ceremony to mark the momentous occasion, Princess
Mako of Japan gave up her royal status to marry a commoner, Kei
Komuro, this week. During the four years of their engagement, the cou-
ple endured intense tabloid scrutiny, with Mako even being diagnosed
with post-traumatic stress disorder due to the excessive online trolling. Critics felt that
Komuro was not good enough for the princess, especially after details about a financial scan-
dal involving his mother were unearthed. In a press conference after the wedding, how-
ever, Mako said, “For me, Kei is irreplaceable — marriage was a necessary choice for us.”

The media frenzy that has surrounded the relationship since the engagement in 2017
has led the couple to be dubbed “Japan’s Harry and Meghan”. And while there are certain
commonalities in the stories of both relationships, the newly-wed Komuros faced chal-
lenges of different order altogether, not least of which was the reverence in which mem-
bers of the over-2,600-year-old monarchy are held even today. In some ways, Japan’s im-
perial family has kept up with the times — for example, the protocol which dictated that
royal women had to walk a few steps behind the male members of the household is now
disregarded. But in many, more significant, ways, the family remains bound by the strict
rules of the Imperial Household Law, one of which is that princesses (but not princes) who
marry commoners will lose their royal status.

Makois not the first member of the imperial family to marry a non-blue blood. Her aunt,
Sayako, married a town planner named Yoshiki Kuroda in 2005. But the first commoner to
marry a Japanese royal was the present Empress Emerita Michiko, who, after marrying
Emperor Emeritus Aikihito in 1959, became a symbol of Japan’s modernisation, with the
public affectionately calling her “Mitchy”. Having had to leave the royal household, Mako
may not get that opportunity for acceptance of her choice, but she might just find more peace.

Pushback on Pegasus

SC move for independent probe is an important

step towards fixing accountability

APAR GUPTA

THE SUPREME COURT of India has appointed
a commiittee presided by Justice (Retd.) RV
Raveendran to inquire into the Pegasus reve-
lations. The judgment comes at a time when
the principal author of the judgment and the
Chief Justice of India N V Ramana, has noted,
inthe context of institutional independence,
that when there is “a lot of discussion about
the pressure from the executive, it is also im-
perative to start a discourse as to how social
media trends can affect institutions.” Here is
a tacit acknowledgement of a general envi-
ronment in which public trust is lacking in
the judiciary. In this backdrop, the order of
the court constituting the committee attains
significance for three clear reasons.

The firstis the court’s continuing insistence
on transparency and disclosure by the Union
government. When the batch of petitions
came for active hearing before the Supreme
Court of India in August, the Union govern-
ment first sought time to study them, and
thereafter refused to provide any meaningful
response. The only filing made in court was a
limited affidavit, containing short paragraphs
of generalised denials and the sole annexure
of a statement by the Minister for Electronics
and IT before Parliament. Immediately, the
Supreme Court pointed out that these are in-
adequate and provided further time. However,
till date this is the only written statement filed
in court by the government.

Such alegal stratagem can obstruct a fair
judicial determination, but it is far from
novel. As noted by the court in the Anuradha
Bhasin judgment on the internet shutdown
in Jammu and Kashmir, “the State initially
claimed privilege, subsequently dropped the
claim and produced certain sample orders,
citing difficulty in producing all the orders
before this Court. In our opinion, thisis nota
valid ground to refuse production of orders
before the Court...” This trend is unbecom-
ing of the seriousness of constitutional ad-
judication, and the Supreme Court notes
with dismay a similar tactic in oral argu-
ments when, “the learned Solicitor General
suggested that many of these reports are mo-
tivated and self-serving”. As per the court,

Such a legal stratagem can
obstruct a fair judicial
determination, but it is far
from novel. It is unbecoming
of the seriousness of
constitutional adjudication,
and the Supreme Court
notes with dismay a similar
tactic in oral arguments
when, ‘the learned Solicitor
General suggested that many
of these reports are
motivated and self-serving’.
As per the court, ‘such an
omnibus oral allegation is
not sufficient...” It further
noted, “There has only been
an omnibus and vague denial
in the limited affidavit’.
Hence, it is clear from a
reading of the judgment, that
the court has accurately
assessed the need for
disclosures by the Union
government on Pegasus,
beyond bald denials and

ad hominem attacks.

“such an omnibus oral allegation is not suf-
ficient...” It further noted, “There has only
been an omnibus and vague denial in the
limited affidavit”.

Hence, it is clear from a reading of the
judgment, that the court has accurately as-
sessed the need for disclosures by the Union
government on Pegasus, beyond bald denials
and ad hominem attacks.

The second reason is the Supreme Court’s
firm approach towards the national security
submissions by the Union government.
There are two aspects to this argument that
are unbundled by the judgement. The first
relates to the refusal to provide any informa-
tion to the court. Here, the court states, “we
had made it clear... we would not push... to
provide any information that would impact
national security”. The court correctly ap-
plied the settled convention on legal plead-
ings and affidavits by asking the government
to, “necessarily plead and prove the facts
which indicate that the information sought
must be kept secret as their divulgence
would affect national security concerns.”
However, as noted above, this was not done.
The second aspect of the national security
argument is how the court balances it with
the fundamental right to privacy. Here, draw-
ing from the framework of the K S
Puttaswamy judgment on the right to pri-
vacy, where the standards of legality, neces-
sity and proportionality are prescribed, the
court specifically states that, “national secu-
rity cannot be the bugbear that the judiciary
shies away from, by virtue of its mere men-
tioning” and, “mere invocation of national
security by the State does not render the
Court a mute spectator”. These are signifi-
cant observations that, when followed as
precedent, will bolster confidence in consti-
tutional adjudications especially when
courts demand evidence on arguments of
“national security” to avoid generalised state-
ments made to evade accountability.

The third and final feature of the judg-
ment is rejecting the suggestion by the
Solicitor-General to constitute a government
committee of experts. Here, the court cor-

rectly notes that even though the Pegasus
revelations were first made on November 1,
2019 (‘WhatsApp confirms: Israeli spyware
was used to snoop on Indian journalists, ac-
tivists’, [E), there has been little movement
on any official inquiry. It also records the gen-
uine apprehension of the petitioners, many
of whom are victims of Pegasus, that since
the sale of this malware can only be made to
governments, they fear the involvement of
state agencies. The court strikes a fine bal-
ance by constituting an independent com-
mittee, “taking into account the public im-
portance and the alleged scope and nature
of the large-scale violation of the fundamen-
tal rights of the citizens of the country”. The
court’s terms of reference include queries on,
“What steps/actions have been taken by the
Union of India after reports were published
in the year 2019 about hacking of WhatsApp
accounts”, and, “Whether any Pegasus suite
of spyware was acquired by the Union of
India, or any State Government, or any cen-
tral or state agency for use against the citi-
zens of India”. The constitution of this com-
mittee marks an important step towards
accountability for the victims and the larger
public on the use of Pegasus.

At the same time, it is important to be
measured in public response. The Supreme
Court has, by any objective assessment, ob-
served fidelity to constitutional adjudication.
[t comes at a time when there exists a percep-
tible disenchantment with institutional re-
sponses to violations of rights and threats to
our democracy. Hence, the constitution of this
committee provides hope. At the same time,
any honest assessment should consider the
more challenging tasks ahead. These include
the functioning of the committee and the co-
operation of government witnesses, the pub-
lication of the report so as to ensure public
confidence and, ultimately, the directions and
remedy provided by the Supreme Court. Just
as public confidence is not broken by a single
action, repairing it will be a long road.

The writer is the executive director of the
Internet Freedom Foundation
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Covid vaccination success is a product of PM Modi’s healthcare vision

INDIA’S FEAT OF 100 crore Covid-19 vaccina-
tions could not have been achieved without
the efforts of the country’s scientists, health
warriors, citizens and the government led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The feat will
give abig boost to the global fight against the
pandemic. The task required a decisive lead-
ership that could foresee the possible chal-
lenges. The direction was set in a meeting
chaired by PM Modi as early as May 2020. The
Centre extended support at every stage — re-
search, regulatory approvals, streamlining
cold storage facilities, building the COWIN
portal and fighting initial vaccine hesitancy.
PM Modi’s public health-related initia-
tives, in fact, began soon after he assumed of-
fice. On October 2, 2014, he launched the
Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) with the aim of
making India open defecation free in five
years. One of the largest cleanliness drives in
the world, SBM has brought remarkable
transformation and visible health benefits.
Studies have shown that it has improved child
health and nutrition, besides providing dig-
nity to women. The Jal Jeevan Mission to pro-
vide piped tap water connection to every
household will be a game-changer in pre-
venting water-borne diseases. In 2017, the
Modi government embarked on a new
National Health Policy to address the current
and emerging challenges necessitated by the
changing socio-economic and epidemiolog-
ical landscapes since the last policy was
framed in 2002. The Ayushman Bharat
scheme, launched in 2018, is the world’s
largest health insurance scheme covering a

The task required a decisive
leadership that could foresee
the possible challenges. The
direction was setin a
meeting chaired by PM Modi
as early as May 2020. The
Centre extended support at
every stage — research,
regulatory approvals,
streamlining cold storage
facilities, building the
CoWIN portal and fighting
initial vaccine hesitancy.

population of 50 crore. It has benefitted more
than two crore Indians so far.

The CoWIN portal and the unprece-
dented expansion of telemedicine during
the pandemic represent the government’s
remarkable successes in leveraging state-
of-the-art technology for healthcare. The
Ayushman Bharat digital mission will con-
nect the patients with doctors and hospitals
across the country.

In 2003, the country had just one AIIMS.
Under the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government,
a policy to add five new AIIMS was framed
and in 2014, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
evolved a policy to develop suchinstitutesin
every state. Today, work is underway to cre-
ate more than 150 medical colleges. Over
30,000 MBBS seats and 24,000 postgraduate
seats in medicine have been added since the
Modi government assumed office.

The PLI scheme will ensure a level play-
ing field for the domestic manufacturers of
medical devices. Last year, when the pan-
demic struck, India wasn’tequipped to man-
ufacture PPE kits and relied on imported pro-
tective equipment. From an actual shortage
tomanufacturing 2 lakh PPE kits and 2 lakh N-
95 masks every day, India took less than a year
toaccomplishits aatmanirbhar vision in med-
ical equipment manufacturing.

In line with the PM’s vision, Karnataka
hasramped upits health infrastructure sig-
nificantly. The state had only 725 ICU beds
before the Covid outbreak. Currently, it has
3,8771CU beds in government medical col-
leges and government hospitals. There were

4,847 oxygenated beds before Covid. They
have increased to 28,447, and regular beds
have increased from 41,378 to 50,629. Pre-
Covid, government hospitals and medical
colleges had an oxygen capacity of 320 MT,
which was augmented to 1,207 MT as of
August 2021. During the second wave, oxy-
gen logistics were a huge challenge — the
number of cylinders before Covid was 2,180,
but they have increased to 13,588 cylinders
now. The number of oxygen concentrators
has gone up from 585 before Covid to 6,511
as of September.

Karnataka leads in the implementation of
Health and Wellness Centres (HWC) under
the Ayushman Bharat Yojana in the year
2020-21. The state upgraded 3,300 centres
till March 31 — 146 per cent more than the
set target. Karnataka has also exceeded the
Centre’s target of upgrading PHCs to HWCs.
The state leads the vaccination drive in all of
south India, having administered more than
6.17 crore doses and aims to fully vaccinate
the entire adult population by December end.

From promoting wellness to enhancing
preventive healthcare, fromincreasing med-
ical seats to incentivising medical equipment
manufacturing, from universal health insur-
ance coverage to creating digital health infra-
structure, India’s approach towards health-
care under PM has been holistic and inclusive.
It has laid a strong foundation for a healthier
and prosperous New India.

The writer is Minister for Health and Medical
Education, Government of Karnataka
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OCTOBER 28, 1981, FORTY YEARS AGO

CLOSE TO MIRAGE DEAL

A HIGH-LEVEL INDIAN delegation to Paris
left for home after moving closer to signing
a$ 3.3 billion agreement for the purchase of
Mirage 200 jets and other armaments. Indian
officials who declined to be identified said
that the deal had not been completed but
might be formalised by the time Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi visits France on
November 12. The Indian mission was led by
PKKaul, defence secretary, and included Air
Force Chief of Staff, Air Marshal Dilbagh
Singh. A French Defence Ministry statement
said that the talks had been held to facilitate
the continuation of an agreement. When the

deal is finalised, India is expected to termi-
nate the final part of a $ 1.3 billion deal to buy
Jaguar jets with British Aerospace.

UNREST IN POLAND

POLISH TROOPS VIRTUALLY took over the
administration of 2,000 villages to restore
economic order and streamline food distri-
bution, ahead of a proposed strike by the
Solidarity Trade Union. The minister of gen-
eral administration, Tadeusz Hupalowski,
said that the troops deployment ordered by
the Polish government to put down “street
provocation” would begin on October 26.
The soldiers’ first duty would be to ensure

New Delhi

that “the food reaches the market”.

YOUTH POLITICS

THE OPPOSITION STUDENT bodies, speak-
ing basically the same “Gandhian” language,
couched invarying phraseology are a divided
lot. And as most of their leaders admit, there
is no hope of reconciliation between them.
The Yuva Janata (Janata Party), Yuva Lok Dal
and the Bharatiya Yuva Morcha (BJP) are pit-
ted against each other.

These are excerpted from the paper on

27/10/1981. There was no edition of the paper
on 28/10/1981 on account of Diwali
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“By igniting a ‘new UN fire’ in the conflicts with China, the US has once again
proven that it is playing with words when it claims not to allow the competition

with China to become a confrontation.”

—GLOBALTIMES, CHINA
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Breaking the prisoner

The ‘anda cell’ might not exist in prison manuals, but it is a much-publicised
element of Indian jails used to discipline the inmate

JINEE LOKANEETA

FRENCH PHILOSOPHER MICHEL Foucault in
his classic, Discipline and Punish, writes
about how executions as spectacles are
gradually replaced in modern societies by
disciplinary power in prisons, where the fo-
cusis on confinement and targeting the soul
of a person with the help of experts. A trace
of torture always remains as a part of pun-
ishment, notes Foucault, though modern
states tend to deny that.

The torturous practice of solitary confine-
ment, whether for 24 hours or a large part of
aday, remains a key feature of modern pris-
ons, sometimes by another name. The con-
tinued use of an “anda” (egg-shaped) cell or
high security cell in the Indian context ap-
pears to be, in effect, the use of solitary con-
finement — defined by many as cruel, inhu-
man and degrading treatment or torture —
by another name. The news that eminent
journalist and human rights activist and
scholar implicated in the Bhima Koregaon
case, Gautam Navlakha, has been moved to
an “anda” circle in Taloja jail on October 12 is
justanother reminder thatimprisonment it-
self appears inadequate for the state. Instead,
there is a constant need to continually break
the body and soul of a person by making the
conditions more challenging. Nils Melzer, UN
Special Rapporteur on torture, in 2020 noted:
“The severe and oftenirreparable psycholog-
ical and physical consequences of solitary
confinement and social exclusion are well
documented and can range from progres-
sively severe forms of anxiety, stress, and de-
pression to cognitive impairment and suici-
dal tendencies.”

One of the most vivid descriptions of the

“anda” cellin the Indian context was in Arun
Ferreira’s 2014 prison memoir Colours of the
Cage. “The anda barracks are a cluster of win-
dowless cells nestling against a high oval
perimeter wall, a maximum-security zone
within the high security confines of the
Nagpur Central Jail...You can’t see anything
outside: No greenery, no sky. There is a
watchtower in the center of the anda, and
from the top, the yard must actually resem-
ble an enormous, air-tight concrete egg. But
there’s a vital difference. The anda is impossi-
ble to break out of. Rather it’s designed to make
inmates crack.”

Navlakha writes, as reported in a press
statement circulated by his partner Sahba
Husain: “Confinement in the anda circle
means denial of fresh air/oxygen as there is
not a single tree or plant in the open space of
the circle. And we are forbidden to step out-
side of the anda circle.... In other words, we
spend 16 hours out of 24 cooped inside our
cell and the eight hours we are let out we
are confined to a corridor for our daily walk
on cemented floor surrounded by high walls
all around.”

Itis unclear whether the “anda cell” is au-
thorised by prison manuals. At times, the ar-
bitrariness of these actions suggest that these
are the discretionary actions of “petty sover-
eigns”, a term that Judith Butler has famously
used for post-9/11 actions of US officials at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and rendition sites.
The use of a particular state action in India
can, of course, depend on the identity of a
person — Muslim, Dalit, Adivasi, poor,
woman, transgender, though they can im-
pact those beyond the continually crimi-
nalised communities to include human rights
activists, lawyers, and Bollywood actors, in-
cluding Sanjay Dutt. Thus, the anda cells re-
main a much-publicised element of Indian
jails, existing through an informally created
infrastructure of discretionary authority and
thereby avoiding scrutiny.

Navlakha’s partner alleges that not only
has he been moved to the anda cell, his
phone calls to family and lawyers have been
stopped using the pretext that in-person

Navlakha’s partner alleges
that not only has he been
moved to the anda cell, his
phone calls to family and
lawyers have been stopped.
Given the precarious health
of the 70-year-old, the lack of
communication will lead to
his situation worsening. The
right to speak to a lawyer,
who often becomes one of
the only contacts to the
outside world, is an essential
right (reiterated by the CJI
recently) and its denial is an
intentional attempt to
worsen the person’s
condition in custody.

mulaqats (meetings) have been renewed. So
far, the two weekly calls were the only way
that Navlakha was able to communicate
with his family. In conditions of 16-hour
confinement in a concrete cell block, given
his precarious health as a 70-year-old, the
lack of possible communication will lead to
his situation worsening. The right to speak
to a lawyer, who often becomes one of the
only contacts to the outside world, is an es-
sential right (reiterated by the Chief Justice
Ramanarecently) and its denial is an inten-
tional attempt to worsen the person’s con-
dition in custody. Mulaqat, a basic lifeline
again, becomes a highly discretionary
power, as described by Kobad Ghandy in his
recent memoir, Fractured Freedom, about his
10 years in prison.

African-American literary scholar Dennis
R Childs writes about the “architectural vio-
lence” in the US prison context. Here, it is the
denial of meaningful human contact, the
ability to access fresh air and greenery in the
confines of the anda cell and being deprived
of basic communication to the outside world
through calls to family, and lawyers in the
absence of mulaqat, which together make
these conditions torturous and must be chal-
lenged as such. “Life in the anda makes one
crave for news of the outside. There was one
particular spot in the anda where we could
view a few leaves of the trees beyond the
wall,” wrote Ferreira. In the Sunil Batra case,
the Supreme Court wrote: “If the prisoner
breaks down because of mental torture, psy-
chic pressure or physical infliction beyond
the licit limits of lawful imprisonment, the
prison administration shall be liable for the
excess.” The question, however, is how
long can the “anda cell” and lack of basic
rights be considered within the limits of law-
ful imprisonment?

The writer is professor in political science and
international relations at Drew University.
Sheis author of The Truth Machines:
Policing, Violence and Scientific
Interrogations in India (University of
Michigan Press, Orient Blackswan, 2020)

Before they cross the line

Policy to prevent radicalisation from turning violent is the need of the hour

G S BAjpAal AND ANKIT KAUSHIK

THE RECENT arrest of multiple suspects in
the ISI terror module case shows that the
threat of radicalisation in India is pervasive
and increasing exponentially. A month be-
fore these arrests, a different ISIS module was
busted by the National Investigation Agency.
The module was found to have a pan-India
presence, stretching across Jammu &
Kashmir, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Kerala.
Inboth cases, investigations have gone on to
reveal that online radicalisation played anim-
portant role in the recruitment of members as
well as the preparation and/or execution of
extremist activities by the members.

In a speech before the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi identified radicalisation as
the greatest threat to the security and safety
of all member countries. He asked the
member countries to heed the challenges
and build effective responses. Such re-
sponses can broadly be classified under the
following heads — deradicalisation,
counter-radicalisation, anti-radicalisation
and disengagement. In line with this vision,
India must lead by example and develop re-
sponses systematically with due regard to
constitutional values.

The problem of radicalisation in India is
well past its primary stages and has entered
asecond stage with more defined character-
istics. We have enough evidence from re-
ports of various investigative agencies across
the country that the process is now subtle,

systematic, organised, programmed and
structured. So far, the Indian state’s response
has been characteristically security-centric
ranging from prevention of violent extrem-
ism, unlawful activities and terrorist acts by
strengthening intelligence apparatus or
through brute force or holding talks and ini-
tiating programmes aimed at the cessation of
violence. However, it seems that these re-
sponses have come too late. It is pertinent to
develop strategies before violence becomes
the leitmotif of radicalisation.

The Ministry of Home Affairs had set up
the Counter-Terrorism and Counter
Radicalisation division in November 2017.
It can be gathered from the latest docu-
ment on work allocation dated June 2021,
available on the Ministry’s website, that the
focus of the division is largely on the im-
plementation and administration of
counter-terror laws and monitoring of fun-
damentalist organisations such as the
Students Islamic Movement of India,
Popular Front of India, Jamaat-e-Islami and
Sanatan Sanstha.

The division was originally mandated
with the task of developing policies and
strategies to counter-radicalisation. This
should have been one of the major tasks of
the agency. Yet, as per the document, the
task of developing an action plan for
counter-radicalisation and deradicalisation
only forms a single point in a list of nearly
59 other tasks that the division is currently

required to perform.

The Indian state should develop and en-
force de-radicalisation, counter-radicalisa-
tion and anti-radicalisation strategies at a
pan-India and pan-ideology level on a war
footing. Such attempts must be informed by
the fact that the battle against radicalisation
begins in the minds and hearts much before
it manifests in terms of violence. Any pro-
gramme aimed at deterring or reversing rad-
icalisation must focus on the ideological
commitment that enables the violence,
rather than the violence or the justification of
violence itself.

Efforts must be made to first stem the
flow of propaganda from across the Indian
borders. Second, a uniform statutory or pol-
icy framework to deal with radicalisation,
de-radicalisation and its associated strate-
gies should be developed. Third, arrested and
convicted individuals must not only be pros-
ecuted and punished as a measure of deter-
rence or retribution but their reformation
and rehabilitation must also be prioritised.
Fourth, counter-radicalisation strategies in-
volving the rehabilitation, re-education and
re-integration of those undergoing radicali-
sation must be developed and implemented.
Fifth, anti-radicalisation measures aimed at
the prevention of radicalisation must be ex-
ecuted. The last measure should include the
promotion of the syncretic nature of religions
in India through the development of
counter-narratives, promotion of constitu-

tional values and virtues, promotion of sports
and other activities in schools and other ed-
ucational institutions aimed at mainstream-
ing the youth.

There is also a need to develop a defini-
tion of radicalisation that suits the needs of
such an action plan and is tailored to our par-
ticular context. This will allow the state to
develop programmes and strategies to ef-
fectively combat such radical ideas, thereby
addressing the problem of radically moti-
vated violence. The definition of radicalisa-
tion would also help provide clarity as re-
gards the purpose of implementation of the
Action Plan.

At the same time, it must be understood
that radicalisation by itself is not bad and
gains a positive or negative characteristic
based upon its context. A mere deviation
from conventional thinking must not be pe-
nalised. Radicalisation becomes problematic
only where it has the propensity to lead to
violence. The challenge lies in preventing
such radicalisation. Developing a nuanced
understanding of the process of radicalisa-
tion as well as its characteristics can help
guide the Action Plan in effectively meeting
such challenges.

Bajpaiis Vice-Chancellor at Rajiv Gandhi
National University of Law, Punjab, and is
leading a nationwide research project on
radicalisation. Kaushik is an Assistant
Professor at RGNUL, Punjab

The failed pursuit
of Kim Davy

India has effectively given up on getting the man
involved in Purulia arms drop extradited from
Denmark. It must hold firm on a matter of principle

VIVEK KATJU

ANOTE on India-Denmark relations on the
official website of the Indian embassy in
Copenhagen states, “Between July 2010 and
2016, India’s relations with Denmark were
affected by the extradition case of Kim Davy
and there was minimal official contact be-
tween the two sides, which adversely af-
fected trade and economic relations and co-
operation in multilateral forums...it was
decided to review our relations and allow
ministerial visits and official contacts be-
tween India and Denmark in end-2016...”
Official statistics do not show a great rise in
India-Denmark trade and economic activ-
ity after 2016. Two-way trade in goods was
$1 billion in 2009-10, $1.1 billion in 2015-
16 and $1.3 billion in 2020-21. These statis-
tics question the embassy’s assessment of
the commercial impact of Indian policy in
the 2010-2016 period.

India-Denmark ties have become in-
creasingly vigorous over the past five years.
Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen’s
state visit to India this month is part of this
robustness. But, during the same period,
India has effectively given up on extradit-
ing Kim Davy. This goes against the assur-
ance held out in 2016 that the self-con-
fessed criminal’s extradition will be
pursued purposefully.

After Frederiksen’s visit, secretary
(west) Reenat Sandhu was asked a number
of searching questions on Davy’s extradi-
tion. Her response, “...this matter was
raised and we have an understanding that
the legal process must go forward and both
countries are working on it,” says it all.
Significantly, it is not mentioned in the
India-Denmark joint statement on the visit.

In his address to the joint press meet
following his discussions with Frederiksen
on October 9, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi too did not mention that India
wanted Davy to be extradited. Modi re-
ferred to the “democratic values” and “a
belief in rules-based order” the two coun-
tries shared. However, the Kim Davy case
clearly shows Denmark’s contempt for the
institutions of Indian democracy.

Kim Davy has publicly acknowledged
his role in the Purulia arms drop in 1996.
India asked for his extradition. Denmark
dragged its feet, asking for assurances that
he would not face the death penalty,
would be safe in jail during trial and would
be allowed to serve his sentence, if con-
victed, in Denmark. The Danes did not ask
for these guarantees at one go. They asked
for a set initially. These were given with
the Cabinet’s approval. Thereafter, they
asked for another set. This was provoca-
tive but the Cabinet considered the sec-
ond set too and approved that they be
given to Denmark.

These “sovereign guarantees” mark the
highest commitment one country gives to
another. The Danish government took

enormous time to pass an extradition or-
der on Davy. They did so only in 2010. Davy
appealed to a court against the extradition
order. In such matters, while it is for the
foreign government to defend its order in
court, itisinvariably assisted by Indian in-
vestigating agencies. The CBI sent a team
to Copenhagen but the Danish govern-
ment lawyers virtually kept them at an
arm’s length.

The Danish court did not take India’s
sovereign guarantees seriously. It chose in-
stead to rely on the testimony of NGOs,
which claimed that Davy was unlikely to
receive justice in Indian courts and would
not be safe in Indian custody. Its disregard
for India’s assurances and its attitude to-
wards the Indian judiciary was deeply in-
sulting. The court upheld Davy’s petition
and blocked his extradition. The Danish
High Court endorsed the first court’s deci-
sion. At this stage, the Danish authorities
informed India that their prosecutors had
decided against appealing the High Court
decision in the country’s Supreme Court.
This was laughable. Indian protestations
were ignored.

The implication of the Danish system’s
conduct was clear. It simply did not show
any respect for India, its institutions and its
word. The Ministry of External Affairs in
consultation with other concerned depart-
ments and agencies decided that Danish
behaviour was completely unacceptable.
Inits statement of July 8, 2011, MEA noted
the judgment would encourage “terrorists
and criminals”. It also rejected “the
grounds cited by the Danish court as the
basis of its decision”.

It can be argued that countries have to
move on to look after their interests. Great
powers absorb the loss of lives and accept
the humiliation of military defeat, as the US
has done in Afghanistan. So, does it really
matter that India has virtually decided to
give up on the attempt to bring Kim Davy
to justice? The answer is, yes, it does.
Because if a government seeks India’s com-
mitments not once but twice and the Indian
state gives guarantees, can it allow its word
to be contemptuously treated and the aver-
ments of NGOs given credence by a foreign
country’s courts? This is the point of prin-
ciple that the government and India’s po-
litical, legal and even strategic classes must
ask themselves.

Denmark cannot be allowed to hide be-
hind its judicial system. A European coun-
try tried to do so, but in the face of Indian
firmness found a way of dealing with its
courts. It only asked that the matter be kept
confidential. That prevents this writer from
revealing more. All countries know how to
handle their courts when foreign relations
get involved. Denmark is no exception,
though it would like to project that it is.

India can continue with relations with
Denmark but should it not make it clear
that, despite its invitation, a Danish
monarch’s visit can only take place if Davy
is extradited and faces justice in India?
Perhaps, the views expressed and questions
raised by this writer on the worth of India’s
word are archaic in these new times. But
should not, at the very least, this issue be
publicly debated?

The writer is a former diplomat

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FAKE PATRIOTISM

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The syl-
labus patriots don’t need’ (IE, October
27).Pedagogues, demagogues and rab-
ble-rousers deliberately create a gullible
following to avoid being held account-
able for their duties. Needless to say,
their survival and existence depend on
the ignorance and blind faith of the fol-
lowing. Similarly, our leaders try to lead
the people up the patriotic path to de-
flect attention from their own failures
in various fields. It is not wrong to say
that the love for the country originates
from the family and that there is no pre-
scription for patriotism.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘The syllabus
patriots don't need’ (IE, October 27). The
proposal for a deshbhakti curriculum at
the behest of an authoritarian govern-
mentis not surprising. The state has faced
allegations of saffronising education and
whitewashing history. Its fear of dis-
senters and free thinkers, particularly uni-
versity students, is palpable in their con-
tinued incarceration and branding as
anti-nationals. While it is a true patriot
who questions and criticises, in our edu-
cational system and the current political
climate, it is increasingly difficult and
dangerous to do so. The government
should remember that patriotism is in-
nate and cannot be forcibly inculcated.
Ila Railkar, Mumbai

SECURITY HYPOCRISY

THISREFERS TO the report, ‘Not athome
in J&K’ (IE, October 27). Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s first visit after the
abrogation of Article 370 — described as
“mann ki baat” outreach efforts to instill
confidence and a sense of security
amongst Kashmiris and pave the path for
anew era of progress and prosperity —
was needed. There has been a sudden
spike in violence and the killing of inno-
cent citizens. However, the visit on
Sunday was marred by unfortunate inci-
dents of cheering Pakistan’s win against
India in the cricket World Cup match by
some medical students, who now face
charges under the draconian UAPA.
However, if such slogans are ipso facto
bad enough to benefit Pakistan, then
what does one make of Indian Oil and
Mukesh Ambani-led RILvying with each
other and also with Saudi and Kuwait to
supply thousands of tonnes of petro-
chemicals to Pakistan for profit?

LR Murmu, Delhi

NOT COINCIDENCE

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘Crushing the
stars’ (IE, October 27). Is it a coincidence
thatShahRukh Khanis the only superstar
not to praise the PM or central schemes?
Orthat celebrity “drugs scandals” appear
before elections — first Bihar, now UP?
This s politics at play, not the law.
Shantanu Ray, via email

New Delhi
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THE WORLD

SEARCH FOR HEALTHIER OPTION THAN HUMAN BABY FORMULA
KENYA ELEPHANT SANCTUARY TESTS GOAT MILK

The Reteti Elephant Sanctuary in Kenya is testing goat milk as a food for its small herd as a
potentially healthier form of nutrition than human baby formula — a solution that also puts
money back into the pockets of the local community. Dr. Steven Chege, the facility’s
veterinarian adviser, said, “Goats milk is very rich in highly digestible protein, unlike cow’s milk’.
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Hardline Buddhist
monk Galagodaaththe
Gnanasara will head
the commiittee. File

SRILANKA
Hardliner heads
task force for
‘One Country,
OneLaw’

Colombo: Sri Lankan
President  Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has appointed
a 13-member task force,
headed by a hardline
Buddhist monk known for
his anti-Muslim stance,
for the establishment of
the ‘One Country, One
Law’ conceptin theisland
nation. The task force, ap-
pointed by Rajapaksa
through a special gazette
for the establishment of
the ‘One Country, One
Law’ concept, is headed by
Galagodaaththe

Gnanasara, the hardline
Buddhist monk who be-
came a symbol of anti-
Muslim hatred in the
country. Gnanasara's
Bodu Bala Sena or the
Forces of Buddhist Power,
was implicated in anti-
Muslim riots in 2013. PTI

UNITED KINGDOM
USaskscourtto
permit extradition

of Assange

London: The US asked
Britain’s High Court on
Wednesday to overturn a
judge’s decision that Julian
Assange should not be sent
tothe UStoface espionage
charges, promising that
the WikiLeaks founder
could serve any prison
sentence hereceivesin his
native Australia. InJanuary;,
a lower court judge re-
fused an US request to ex-
tradite Assange on spying
charges. American prose-
cutors say Assange unlaw-
fully helped US Army intel-
ligence analyst Chelsea
Manning steal classified
diplomatic cables and mil-
itary files that WikiLeaks
later published.. AP

Alcohol taxes to
be overhauled,

says Sunak

London: The taxes on al-
coholic drinks in the UK
are being radically simpli-
fied in the biggest over-
haul in more than 140
years, Britain's Treasury
chief Rishi Sunak said in
Wednesday in his annual
budget. He criticised the
current tax system, which
raises more than 12 bil-
lion pounds a year, as out-
dated, adding that the
changes would not have
been possible if Britain
had remained within the
European Union. “Our
new system will be de-
signed around a com-
mon-sense principle: the
stronger the drink, the
higher the rate,” the tee-
totaler Sunaksaid. AP

ITALY
Senate blocks
debateon LGBT+

protection bill

Rome: The Italian Senate
voted on Wednesday to
block debate over a bill
that would make vio-
lence against women and
LGBT+ people a hate
crime, effectively killing
off a proposal approved
by the lower House. The
bill, championed by the
centre-left Democratic
Party (PD), has triggered
fierce discussion in Italy,
with the Vatican also get-
ting involved, saying it
could restrict the religious
freedom of the Catholic
Church. AP

Taliban eager for dialogue Wlth world: China Bidenvowsto

Russia tells Afghan’s
neighbours to say no
to US, NATO presence

REUTERS
DUBAI,OCTOBER 27

THE TALIBAN are eager to have
dialogue with the rest of the
world, and the international
community should help
Afghanistan with its develop-
ment, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said on Wednesday.

In an address delivered by
video link to a conference in Iran,
Wang said Beijing was ready to
host further talks between
Afghanistan and its neighbours
on the country's future.

"The Taliban are eager to
have dialogue with the world ...
China will host the third
Neighbours of Afghanistan
meeting at the appropriate
time," Wang said in comments
broadcast live by Iranian state TV.

The meeting of Afghanistan
and neighbouring countries was
attended in person by the for-
eign ministers of Pakistan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan, and China and
Russia participated by video link.

The talks followed a similar
conference involving
Afghanistan's neighbouring
countries that was hosted by
Pakistan in September, and are
aimed at establishing durable
peace in Afghanistan.

China, which has not fought
in Afghanistan, has been holding
outan olive branch to the Taliban
since they regained power in
Afghanistan after the with-

Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi

drawal of US forces in August.

The United States and other
Western countries are seeking
ways toengage with the Taliban
and ensure humanitarian aid
flows into the country, without
granting them the legitimacy
they seek.

US officials and Taliban repre-
sentatives discussed humanitar-
ianassistance for Afghanistan this
month in Qatar but Washington
said the meetingsdid notamount
to recognition of the Taliban.

The United States and other
Western nations are reluctant to
provide the Taliban with funds
until the [slamist militant move-
ment provides assurances that it
will uphold human rights,and in
particular the rights of women.

At Wednesday's conference
in Iran, Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein ~ Amirabdollahian
backed the formation of an in-
clusive  government in
Afghanistan, state television re-
ported. His remarks echoed
Iran's official stance.

Nepal SC stalemate
continues for 4th day

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, OCTOBER 27

NEPAL SUPREME Court Chief
Justice CholendraShumsher Rana
on Wednesday appeared deter-
mined not to bow down to the
collective pressure of his fellow
judges to step down over accusa-
tions of conduct “unbecoming of
a judge”.Rana held the bench
alone, handling five different cases
as 15 other judges and members
of the Bar continued with their
boycott of judicial proceedings for
the fourth day in a row.

No political party — either
from the ruling coalition or the op-
position — has responded to the
demand of the judges, four former
(Jsand asection of the civil society
that Rana be impeached for his
“controversial verdicts”,and for al-

US issues its first
passport with ‘X’
gender marker,
says State Dept

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DENVER,OCTOBER 27

THE UNITED States hasissued its
first passport with an ‘X’ gender
designation, marking a mile-
stone in the recognition of the
rights of people who do not
identify as male or female, and
expects to be able to offer the op-
tion more broadly next year, the
State  Department  said
Wednesday.

The department did not
identify the passport recipient,
but an intersex person from
Colorado who has been in a le-
gal battle with the government
since 2015 to get a passport said
one was received. A department
official, citing privacy rules, de-
clined to confirm whether the
passport went to Dana Zzyym.

The US special diplomatic
envoy for LGBTQ rights, Jessica
Stern, said the decision brings
the government documents in
line with the “lived reality” that
there is a wider spectrum of hu-
man sex characteristics than is
reflected in the previous two
designations. “When a person
obtains identity documents that
reflect their true identity, they
live with greater dignity and re-
spect,” Stern said.

The department now also al-
lows applicants to self-select
their gender as male or female,
no longer requiring them to pro-
vide medical certification if their
gender did not match that listed
on their other identification doc-
uments.

The US joins a handful of
countries, including Australia,
New Zealand, Nepal and Canada,
in allowing its citizens to desig-
nate a gender other than male or
female on passports.

legedly seeking favour from Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba to
have his relative inducted in the
council of ministers.

Deuba said the Nepali
Congress, which he heads, has
“no intention” to enter into the
dispute within the judiciary,
while CPN-UML chairman and
former PM K P Oli has demanded
that not only Rana, nut the other
four judges who had reversed his
decision to dissolve Parliament
and ordered the appointment of
of Deuba as Prime Minister in
July, must resign for their “polit-
ically motivated” verdict.

Deuba had inducted Rana's
relative Gajendra Hamal as a
minister on October 8, but
Hamal quit three days later as
thye move was being seen as a
deal between the Chief Justice
and the PM.

Chlna unlikely
tobefirstto
recognise

@ Talibangovt

EXPLAINED

CHINA WILL not take the
lead in recognising
Afghanistan's Taliban
government and will
only do soin a concerted
move with Pakistan,
Russia and Iran, Hu
Shisheng, an expert fa-
miliar with China's for-
eign policy considera-
tions, has said.

Hu also said there
were international ex-
pectations that the
Taliban would stop the
spread of Islamist mili-
tancy and prevent a slide
backinto chaos, which
would have an impact on
China and its regional
Belt and Road Project de-
velopment plans.

Shi'ite Muslim Iran has been
a foe of the hardline Sunni
Muslim Taliban for decades, but
for the past few years it has been
openly meeting Taliban leaders.
InJuly, Tehran hosted a meeting
of then Afghan government rep-
resentatives and a high-level
Taliban political committee. Iran
has criticised the Taliban, which
took control over Afghanistanin
August, for excluding ethnic mi-
norities from the government.

REUTERS
MOSCOW, OCTOBER 27

RUSSIA’S TOP diplomat told
Afghanistan’s neighbours on
Wednesday to refuse to host US
or NATO forces following their
withdrawal from Afghanistan.

The Kremlin is worried by
the risk of Islamist militants
spilling into Central Asia from
Afghanistan and bristles at the
idea of the West gaining a
foothold in a region that used to
be part of the Soviet Union.

“We ... call on Afghanistan’s
neighbouring countries not to al-
low a military presence of US
and NATO forces which plan to
move there after leaving Afghan
territory,” Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov said.

The diplomat made the re-
marks in a speech by video link
ataconference held in Tehranon
Afghanistan attended by China,
Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

Lavrov said it was important
to curb and control migration
flows from Afghanistan and that
criminal and terrorist elements
were already trying to enter
Afghanistan's neighbours dis-

30 RECENT CASES OF
VIOLENCE ON AFGHAN
JOURNALISTS: REPORT

Islamabad: More than 30 in-
stances of violence and threats
of violence against Afghan
journalists were recorded in
the last two months, with
nearly 90% committed by the
Taliban, a media watchdog
said Wednesday. More than
40% of the cases recorded by
The Afghanistan National
Journalists Union were physi-
cal beatings and another 40%
were verbal threats of violence,
said Masorro Lutfi, the group's
head. Onejournalist was killed.
Most of the cases in September
and October were docu-
mented in provinces across
Afghanistan outside the capital
Kabul, but six of the 30 cases of
violence took placein the cap-
ital, ANJU said. AP

guised as refugees.

Russia operates its largest
foreign military base in
Tajikistan, which has along bor-
der with Afghanistan.

NAFERE “wr v N

SUDAN PROTESTS MILITARY COUP

Sudanese demonstrators march in Atbara city to protest the military coup in the country.
Thousands of people have taken to the streets since Monday’s takeover led by General Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan, and several have been killed in clashes with security forces. The coup
threatens to halt Sudan’s transition to democracy, which began after the 2019 ouster of long-
time ruler Omar al-Bashir and his government in a popular uprising. Ebaid Ahmed via Reuters

Radicals clash with Pak police
in row over French cartoons

M ZULQERNAIN
LAHORE,OCTOBER 27

AT LEAST four policemen were
among eight persons killed on
Wednesday in fresh clashes be-
tween supporters of a radical
Islamist party and police in
Pakistan’s Punjab, prompting the
government to deploy Rangers
in the province for two months
to deal with the protesters.
Interior Minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed said the Rangers
were being called in to maintain
law and order in Punjab for 60
days following renewed clashes
between police and the banned
Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP),
which started a march towards
Islamabad after the government
announced that it “cannot meet
the TLP's demand for expulsion

TLP supporters celebrate after capturing a police vehicle. AP

of the French ambassador”.
TLP's Saad Rizvi has been de-
tained since April last following
the party's protest against cari-
catures of Islam's Prophet pub-
lished in France and its demand

that the French ambassador be
sent back. The TLP had Sunday
given a two-day deadline to the
government to release Rizviand
expel the French envoy or face a
sit-in in the capital. PTI

Saudi Arabia to
provide $4.2 bn
aid to Pakistan

Islamabad: Saudi Arabia has
agreed to provide $4.2 billion
worth of assistance to cash-
strapped Pakistan to support its
economy, it emerged on
Wednesday after Prime
Minister Imran Khan held talks
with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman in
Riyadh this week.

Information Minister Fawad
Chaudhry took to Twitter to an-
nounce the assistance which
came just two days after Khan
paid a three-day visit to the Gulf
kingdom.

“Saudi Arabia's announce-
ment supports Pakistan with 3
billion US dollars as deposit in
Pakistan central bank and also fi-
nancing refined petroleum
products with 1.2 billion US dol-
lars during the year,” Chaudhry
said in a tweet. PTI

stand with SE
Asiain defending
freedom of seas

Chinese Premier Li says upholding peace
in South China Sea in everyone’s interest

REUTERS
BANDAR SERIBEGAWAN,
OCTOBER 27

PRESIDENT JOE Biden said on
Wednesday the US would stand
with Southeast Asian allies in de-
fending freedom of the seas,
democracy and human rights
and backed efforts to hold the
Myanmar junta accountable to
its commitments to peace.

Southeast Asia hasbecome a
strategic battleground between
the US and China, which controls
most of the South China Seaand
has turned up military and po-
litical pressure on fiercely dem-
ocratic Taiwan, a self-ruled is-
land it considers its own.

Australia and the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) agreed on Wednesday
at a virtual regional summit to
establish a “comprehensive
strategic partnership”, a sign of
Canberra's ambition to play a
bigger role in the region.

Biden joined Southeast Asian
leaders in rebuking Myanmar's
junta as the summit opened on
Tuesday without a representa-
tive from the country following
its top general’s exclusion forig-
noring peace proposals.

“In Myanmar, we must ad-
dress the tragedy caused by the
military coup which is increas-
ingly undermining regional sta-
bility,” Biden said on Wednesday.

“The United States stands for

the people of Myanmar and calls
for military regime to end the vi-
olence, release all political pris-
oners and return to the path of
democracy.”

He also said the United States
was deeply concerned by
“China’s coercive and proactive
actions” across the Taiwan Strait,
a waterway linking the island
and the mainland.

Tensions between Taiwan
and China have escalated in re-
cent weeks as Beijing raises mil-
itary and political pressure.

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang
told the summit upholding
peace, stability, freedom of nav-
igation and overflight in the
South China Sea was in every-
one's interest.

“The South China Sea is our
common home,” he said.

Biden also announced dis-
cussions with partners in the
Indo-Pacific region would start
to develop a framework “that
will position all of our economies
for the future”.

Australia said it would invest
$154 million in projects in
Southeast Asia on healthand en-
ergy security, counter-terrorism,
fighting transnational crime,
plus hundreds of scholarships.

China has sought a similar
agreement with ASEAN. Li met
ASEAN leaders on Tuesday, and
the bloc's leaders will meet
Chinese President Xi Jinping in
November at a virtual summit,
two sources told Reuters.

Facebook watched as
Trump ignited hate:
internal documents

AMANDA SEITZ
COLUMBUS, OCTOBER 27

THE REPORTS of hateful and vio-
lent posts on Facebook started
pouring inon the night of May 28
last year, soon after then-US
President Donald Trump sent a
warning on social media thatloot-
ersin Minneapolis would be shot.
It had been three days since
Minneapolis police officer Derek
Chauvin kneeled on the neck of
George Floyd for more than eight
minutes until the 46-year-old
Black man lost consciousness.
Protests would soon spread
throughout cities across America.
But it wasn't until after
Trump posted about Floyd's
death that the reports of violence
and hate speech increased on
Facebook across the US, an inter-
nal company analysis reveals.
“These THUGS are dishonor-
ing the memory of George Floyd
and [ won't let that happen,”
Trump wrote on May 28 from his
Twitter and Facebook accounts.
“Any difficulty and we will as-
sume control but, when the loot-
ing starts the shooting starts!”
Leaked Facebook documents
provide a first-hand look at how
Trump’s social media postsignited
more anger in an already deeply
divided country. Hate speech and

Donald Trump

violence reports had been mostly
limited to the Minneapolis region
after Floyd's death, the documents
reveal. “However, after Trump's
post on May 28, situations really
escalated across the country,” as
per the memo, published on June
5of last year.

ByJune 2, “we can see clearly
that the entire country was ba-
sically ‘on fire’,” a Facebook em-
ployee wrote of the increase in
hate speech and violence reports
in the June 5 memo.

Facebook says it'simpossible
to separate how many of the
hate speech reports were driven
by Trump's post itself or the con-
troversy over Floyd's death.

But Trump continued to use
his Facebook account, which
more than 32 million follow, to
fire up his supporters through-
out much of the remainder of his
presidency. AP

Fears of rising baguette prlces pose crunch for the French

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS,OCTOBER 27

A HIKE in the cost of wheat is
alarming French households
who fear a possible rise in the
price of the prized baguette, seen
by many as a barometer of the
country's economic health.
Many boulangeries around
France are putting up signs,
warning customers that the
long, crunchy staple could be go-
ingupin price by 3 to 5 centimes
(4to 6 cents), from its average of
about 89 centimes (justover $1).
“Although that might not
seem like a lot, it's a huge in-
crease. The baguette is precious.
It has only gone up 23 centimes
in the last 20 years,” said
Dominique Anract, president of
the French Confederation of

Bakeries and Pastry Shops.

The bread industry crunch
has been linked to a 30% world-
wide increase since September
inthe price of wheat —one of the
baguette’s key ingredients — af-
ter bad harvests in Russia, Anract
said. Rising energy prices that
are making ovens more expen-
sive to operate are also a factor,
Anract and other experts say,
with businesses and consumers
worldwide already feeling the
heat of higher prices from sup-
ply chain and labor constraints.

France's 67 million people are
voracious consumers of the
baguette. The country's “Bread
Observatory” —avenerable insti-
tution that closely follows the for-
tunes of the famed 65-centime-
ter loaf — notes that the French
munch through 320 baguettes
every second. That's an average of

Abakery in Versailles, France, on Tuesday. AP

half abaguette per person perday
and 10 billion every year.

“Even three centimes higher
is dire when played out nation-
wide,” Anract said. “The baguette
is our emblem, our symbol, the
thermometer of our economy. It's

perhaps like Britain's pint of milk.
Itcannever go beyond one euro.”

Marc Cohen, a 35-year-old fa-
ther of two, said outside his local
baker in the Le Marais area of cen-
tral Paris that rising baguette
prices “would be a pain in the

New Delhi

neck. Costs are going up every-
where.Even5 centimesisalot be-
cause we get one every day. That
adds up over the year, and next
yearitwill probably be the same.”

The baguette seems like the
quintessential French product, but
is said to have been invented by
Vienna-born baker August Zang
in 1839.Zang putin place France's
steam oven, making it possible to
produce bread witha brittle crust
yet fluffy interior.

The product’s zenith did not
come until the 1920s, with the
advent of a French law prevent-
ing bakers from working before
4 am. The baguette's long, thin
shape meant it could be made
more quickly than its stodgy
cousins, so it was the sole bread
that bakers could make in time
for breakfast.

French Culture Minister

Roselyne Bachelot has even
nominated the baguette for a
place on UNESCO's Intangible
Cultural Heritage List next year.

Baguettes are such serious
business that bread observers
say bakers around France are
willing to sacrifice other bread
products to maintain the price of
the baguette, by spreading

around extra costs.
Bread has often stirred
French  passions. Marie

Antoinette's famously misattrib-
uted quote, “Let them eat cake,”
was one of the supposed triggers
of the 1789 French Revolution.

Yet Anract was sanguine
about the immediate future.

“Inthe Revolution, there was
apenury of bread, there was not
enough of it," he said. “It wasn't
about the price of bread. We're
not at that stage yet!”
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Committee and its mandate

Supreme Court has set up a panel to investigate allegations of potential surveillance of mobile phones using the Pegasus spyware

Why was Pegasus panel needed,
what it will do now — and how

—— TERMS OF REFERENCE ————
TO ENQUIRE, INVESTIGATE, DETERMINE

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

THE SUPREME Court on Wednesday ordered
a probe headed by former SC judge RV
Raveendran to look into the allegations of
unauthorised surveillance using the Israeli-
built Pegasus spyware.

Terms of reference

The court has set seven terms of reference
for the commiittee, which are essentially facts
thatneed to be ascertained todecide the issue.

These range from determining who pro-
cured Pegasus and whether the petitioners in
the case were indeed targeted by use of the
software, to what laws justify the use of such
spyware against citizens. (See box right)

The court has also asked the committee
tomake recommendations onalegal and pol-
icy framework on cyber security to ensure the
right to privacy of citizens is protected.

The committee is expected to submit its
report in eight weeks.

Why a committee?

Decisions in cases seeking enforcement of
fundamental rights are based on facts. The task
of determining these facts, when they are dis-
puted or unknown, are often assigned to com-
mittees, which act as an agent of the court.
Such committees or fact-finding teams can
summon individuals, prepare ground reports,
and inform the court.

The government has rejected the global
media investigation into the use of Pegasus,
but has not supplied any facts in the matter.
The case involves technical questions, and re-
quires extensive fact-finding for the court to
determine whether fundamental rights were
violated, and to pass suitable orders. The
Centre’s refusal to file an additional affidavit
means the court will require more assistance
from the committee.

Once the committee answers the fact-
based questions, the court will examine ques-
tions such as: If the government indeed used
Pegasus, can it be justified under law? If not,
what relief must be granted to the petitioners?

Will government respond?

The government had argued that since
matters of national security were involved, it
would not file any further affidavit in the case,
but it would be willing to disclose all informa-
tion before a committee of technical experts.

However, the government had sought to

Whether Pegasus was used on

phones or other devices of Indian
citizens to access stored data,
eavesdrop on conversations, intercept
information and|or for any other
purposes?

Details of victims and/or persons
affected by such attack.

What steps/actions were taken by

Union of India after the 2019
reports on hacking of WhatsApp
accounts of Indians, using Pegasus.

Whether Pegasus was acquired
by Uol, or any state government,

or any central or state agency for use
against Indian citizens?

If any government agency has

used Pegasus on Indian citizens,
and under what law, rule, guideline,
protocol, or lawful procedure?

If any domestic entity/person has
used the spyware on Indian
citizens, is such use authorised?

Any other matter or aspect

connected, ancillary or incidental
to the above, which the Committee
may deem fit and proper to
investigate.

— TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ——

Regarding enactment or

amendment of law and
procedures on surveillance, and to
secure improved right to privacy.

Regarding enhancing and
improving cyber security of
nation and its assets.

To ensure prevention of invasion

of right to privacy, other than
lawfully, by State and/or non-State
entities using such spyware.

Regarding establishment of a
mechanism to flag suspicion of

illegal surveillance of devices.

Regarding setting up a well-

equipped independent premier
agency to investigate cyber security
vulnerabilities and cyberattacks, and
assess cyberattack threats.

6 Regarding any ad hoc
arrangement for protection of
citizen’s rights until Parliament is able
to fill the lacunae.

On any ancillary matter the Com-
mittee may deem fit and proper.
(From SC order, edited)

appoint the technical committee itself —which
the court has not allowed, saying “such a course
of action would violate the settled judicial prin-
ciple against bias, i.e., that ‘justice must not only
be done, but also be seen to be done’.”

Justice Raveendran’s committee could
now seek the government’s response afresh.
However, probe committees set up by courts
into government excesses — such as extra-
judicial killings — are often faced by a lack of
cooperation from the government.

Committees, therefore, often engage with
other parties and stakeholders; the Justice
Raveendran panel has been empowered to

&) SHUBHRA RANJAN

SCHOLARSHIP TEST ON 3rd OCTOBER 2021

GS FoundatioFr‘\”OffIine Batch

Starting From
18th October 2021

Scholarship Test and Admission is open at all our Regional Centres

Always Ahead

For more details: +91-9910812719 | www.shubhraranjan.com
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72,15,57,725

M Firstdose M Seconddose

60 crore
7,00,957

6,57,286

35,52,808

23,71,650

0 T T T T
Oct17 e

LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

TOTAL DOSES

(SputnikV’s 10.67 lakh
doses not represented in pie)

COVISHIELD
103,53,25,577 983%

DOSESONOCT 26 59,24,458

OCT 25: 66,88,224 (1st dose: 26,98,347; 2nd: 39,89,877)
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“take the assistance of any serving or retired
officer(s), legal expert(s) or technical expert(s)".

The West Bengal panel

InJuly, the West Bengal government set up
a Commission of Inquiry comprising former
Supreme Court Justice Madan B Lokur and for-
mer Calcutta High Court Justice Jyotirmay
Bhattacharyatolookinto the same allegations.

Although the Supreme Court has not
stayed this probe, the West Bengal govern-
ment has told the court that it would volun-
tarily pauseit,and that “nothing will happen”
till the SC hears the batch of PILs on Pegasus.

THE JUSTICE RAVEENDRAN COMMITTEE

The Supreme Court said it was “an extremely uphill task” to find experts “who are free from
prejudices, are independent and competent”. Based on “biodatas and information collected
independently”, and after leaving out candidates who declined the assignment or had conflicts of
interest, the court has chosen “the most renowned experts available to be a part of the Committee”.

JUSTICERAJU
VARADARAJULU
RAVEENDRAN, 75
RETIRED SUPREME COURT JUDGE

Will oversee functioning of 3-mem-
ber Technical Committee on metho-
dology, procedure, and inquiry and
investigation; can take assistance
any serving/retired officer or expert.

Justice Raveendran served as
judge of the Supreme Court from
September 9, 2005 to October 15,
2011. Before that, he was Chief Justice
of Madhya Pradesh High Court.

During his tenure in the SC, Justice
Raveendran delivered important
judgments in matters relating to con-
stitutional law, reservation, human
rights, and education.

In a well-known matter, a
Constitution Bench comprising
Justice Raveendran condemned the
tendency to change Governors upon
achange of regime at the Centre. The
Bench ruled that “the Governor can-
not be removed on the ground that
he/sheis out of sync with the policies
and ideologies of the Union govern-

ALOK JOSHI
FORMER CHIEF OF R&AW
ANDNTRO

Will assist Justice Raveendran in
overseeing the work of the Technical
Committee.

A retired IPS officer
of the 1976 batch,
Joshi served as
R&AW Director from
2012-14.Before that,
he was special secre-
tary in R&AW and
joint director in the Intelligence Bureau.
He was also chairman of the National
Technical Research Organisation (NTRO),
which deals with arange of matters from
hi-tech surveillance to cyber security.

ment or the party in power at the
Centre. Nor can he/she be removed
on the ground that the Union govern-
ment has lost confidence in him/her”.

Justice Raveendran was part of the
R M Lodha Committee appointed by
the SCin 2015 to reform the BCCL. In
August 2017, Justice Raveendran
turned down a request from the SCto
oversee the NIA probe into the con-
version of Kerala resident Akhila to
Islam, after which she assumed the
name Hadiya, and her wedding with
aMuslim man, Shefin Jahan.

Justice Raveendran's book,
Anomalies in Law & Justice: Writings
Related to Law & Justice, was released
by Chief Justice of India N V Ramana
in June this year.

Speaking to The Indian Express from
Bengaluru, Justice Raveendran said “it
will be his endeavour to oversee the
functioning of the Technical Comm-
ittee in the manner directed” by the SC.
He declined to comment further.

DR SUNDEEP OBEROI
GLOBAL HEAD OF CYBERSECURITY
SERVICES, TCS

Will assist Justice Raveendran in
overseeing the work of the Technical
Committee.

Aglobally recognized

cyber security expert,
Dr Oberoi is chair-

| manof ajoint techni-
i;‘-‘;f} cal committee of the
International Orga-

nization for Stand-
ardization and the International Electro-
technical Commission. Ensuring data
confidentiality and privacy is one of Dr
Oberoi areas of expertise, which dovetails
with aspects arising out of Pegasus issue.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

PROF (DR) NAVEEN KUMAR
CHAUDHARY

DEAN, NATIONAL FORENSIC SCIENCES
UNIVERSITY, GANDHINAGAR

Anexpertin cyber secu-
rity, e-governance, digi-
tal forensics, network
security,and communi-
cation engineering, Prof

"E- 4}
Al
‘j‘!’ Chaudhary is also a
member of aUGC panel

on developing an ecosystem for cyber secu-
rity in higher education institutions in India.
Prof Chaudhary received the Chairman, Chief
of Staff Committee Commendation Award
for drafting a visionary document on space
technology capacity building in 2015.

DR ASHWIN ANIL GUMASTE
CHAIR, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR (COMPUTER
SCIENCE & ENGINEERING), IIT-BOMBAY

DrGumastereceived the
Shanti Swarup Bhatna-
gar Prize for Science and
Technology in 2018.
Among his areas of spe-
cialisation are optical net-
works, broadband com-
munication, and end-to-end networks. Dr
Gumaste played a critical role in the develop-
mentof carrier ethernet switch routers, a prod-
uct that was commercialised by the Electronics
Corporation of India Ltd as part of amajor tech-
nology transfer agreement by IIT Bombay.

DR PRABAHARANP.
PROFESSOR, AMRITA VISHWA VIDYAPEETHAM
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

Dr Prabaharan spe-
cialises in cybersecurity;,
and has published sev-
eral papers on deep
malware detection, in-
trusion detection, and
ransomware detection.
Last December, he was awarded the Defence
Research and Development Organisation’s
Academy Excellence Award 2018.

SOURAV ROY BARMAN

Inallegations against Wankhede, questions of
religion, conversion, in eligibility for SC quota

SHYAMLAL YADAV &
ZEESHAN SHAIKH
NEW DELHI,MUMBAI,OCTOBER 27

MAHARASHTRA MINISTER Nawab Malik
has alleged that Sameer Wankhede, Mumbai
Zonal Director of the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB), who is in charge of the case
against Shah Rukh Khan'’s son Aryan, bene-
fitted from the reservation for Scheduled
Castes (SCs) despite being Muslim and inel-
igible for the quota. If the allegations are

proven, Wankhede could lose his job.

The list of officers on the website of the
Department of Personnel and Training
(DoPT), which allots services to those who
clear the Civil Services Examination (CSE),
shows Wankhede was ranked 561st in CSE
2007. He was selected as a candidate from
the SC category, and became an officer of the
2008 batch of the Indian Revenue Service

(Customs and Indirect Taxes).

What is Wankhede accused of?

Malik has alleged that Dnyandev Kachru
Wankhede, father of Sameer Wankhede,
was an SC who converted to Islam before
marrying Sameer’s mother, Zaheeda Begum.

Sameer was bornin 1979, and Malik has
released the birth certificate which records
his father’s name as Dawood K Wankhede.

Malik has claimed that Sameer was
raised asaMuslim,and has released the pur-
ported nikahnama — the document on which
two Muslim partners entering into a civil
union must sign to legalise their marriage —
dated December 7, 2006, which shows his

name as Sameer Dawood Wankhede.

Malik has alleged that Sameer, a
Muslim, was selected in the CSE under the

SC quota to which he was not entitled.

Whatare therules of religion in
eligibility for the SC quota?

Sameer Wankhede at the NCB office in
New Delhi on Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

Thereisa 15 per cent quota for SCsin gov-
ernmentjobs. But Hindu SCs who convert to
Islam lose their SC status, and are no longer
eligible for the quota.

A brochure on the DoPT site lays down
the position on SC status and conversions:

“Apersonshall be held to beamember of
a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe if he
belongs to a caste, or a tribe which has been
declared as such...

“No person who professes a religion dif-
ferent from the Hindu or the Sikh religion
shall be deemed to be a member of the
Scheduled Castes...” (On STs, see later)

Further, “A person belonging to a
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe will con-
tinue to be deemed as such irrespective of
his/her marriage to a non-Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe.”

However, “A convert or re-convert to
Hinduism and Sikhism shall be accepted as
amember of Scheduled Caste if he has been
received back and accepted as a member of
the concerned Scheduled Caste.”

The Constitution (Scheduled Castes)
Order, 1950, which lays down that no person
professing areligion different from the Hindu
or Sikh or Buddhist religion can be deemed

tobeamember of an SC, has been amended
several times. The original order under which
only Hindus were classified as SCs, was
amended to include Sikhs in 1956, and
Buddhists in 1990.

No such religion-based bar, however, op-
erates for STs and Other Backward Classes
(OBCs). The brochure on the DoPT site says,
“The rights of a person belonging to a
Scheduled Tribe are independent of his/her
religious faith.”

Is the exclusion of Muslims and
Christians discriminatory?

Petitions have been filed in the Supreme
Court seeking the inclusion of Muslims and
Christians in the SC category.

In 2004, the Centre for Public Interest
Litigation challenged the legality of the pro-
vision by which people professing and con-
verting to religions other than Hinduism,
Sikhism, and Buddhism were deprived of
reservation benefits.

In 2008, the National Commission on
Minorities concluded that there was a case
for inclusion Dalit Christians and Dalit
Muslims in the SC category.

In January 2020, the SC agreed to exam-
ine a plea by the National Council of Dalit
Christians to make the government’s affir-
mative action programmes religion-neutral.
The plea is pending before the court.

In inter-caste marriages, can mother’s
caste be the caste of the couple’s child?
The child carries the caste of the father,
and caste certificates are issued on this basis.
However, courts have taken note of the sur-
roundings in which the child was broughtup.
In Rameshbhai Dabhai Naika vs State of
Gujarat & Ors (2012), the Supreme Court
ruled: “In an inter-caste marriage or a mar-
riage between a tribal and a non-tribal there
may be a presumption that the child has the
caste of the father. This presumption may be

New Delhi

stronger in the case where in the inter-caste
marriage oramarriage betweena tribaland
a non-tribal the husband belongs to a for-
ward caste. But by no means the presump-
tionis conclusive orirrebuttable and itis open
to the child of such marriage to lead evidence
to show that he/she was brought up by the
mother who belonged to the Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe.”

In 2006, then Minister for Social Justice
and Empowerment Meira Kumar proposed
that children born of inter-caste marriages
should get SC status if either parent belongs
to a Scheduled Caste. A proposal was to be
placed before the Cabinet in April 2008, but
waswithdrawn at the last minute. There was
resistance to the suggestion from many quar-
ters, including the National Commission for
Scheduled Castes (NCSC).

What can happen if a caste certificate is
found tobe false?

A DoPT circular of May 19, 1993 says:
“Whereveritis found thata Government ser-
vant, who was not qualified or eligible in
terms of the recruitment rules etc... or had
furnished false information or produced a
false certificate in order to secure appoint-
ment, he should not be retained in service...

“If he/she has become a permanent
Government Servant... if the charges are
proved, the Government servant should be
removed or dismissed from service.”

Sameer Wankhede may face an inquiry,
and may even be dismissed if his SC certifi-
cateis found to be false. However, the matter
is currently very politicised, and clarity is re-
quired on several questions — for example:

W whether his father was aMuslim when
Sameer was issued his certificate;

B whether his father converted to Islam
to marry and then re-converted — and if so,
when;

W whether Sameer changed his religion
to Hinduism just to receive an SC certificate.



Punjab State Power Carporation Limitad

wrm PSPCL

Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001

CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
Tender Inquiry No. 567/DB-204 Dated: 27.10.2021
Superintending Engineer/Billing Organization, PSPCL, 2nd Floor, 3
Storey Building, The Mall, Patiala invites E-Tender for procurement
of 2” Bluetooth Printers for In House Meter Reading/Spot Billing. For
detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.
punjab.gov.in from 27.10.2021, 14.00 PM onwards.
Note: Corrigendum and Addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

C390/21

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE
(Through e-tendering)

Name of work Improvement work of MOZ, THJ, NGL and TPZ stations
with its location | of Delhi Division.

App. Cost of the work (3) | % 42,04,534/- only

Address of | Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C, Northern Railway,
the office 3“Floor, Annexe-1, DRM Office, New Delhi-110055.

Tender uploading / closing date & time -
17.11.2021 up to 15.00 hrs.

9366/PB

Date & Time for upload the
tender / closing of tender

Website particular & notice
board location where
complete details of the
tender can be seen etc.

See the Northern Railway website www.ireps.gov.in
& Notice board at S&T branch, 3" Floor, DRM Office,
State Entry Road, New Delhi-110055.

Tender No. 558-Sig-16-M-Tender-1367 Dated: 26.10.2021. 2438/21

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Public Work Department
Office of the Executive Engineer Public Works (West)
Division Aurangabad

Address:- Public Works Premise, Padampura, Aurangabad 431005
E-mail aaddress :- westaurangabad.ee@mahapwd.com
Telephone/Fax Number:- 0240 2331288

E-Tender Notice No.( 10) of 2021-22

E-Tender for the following work in B-1 Tender Form is invited
via online e-tendering system from Eligible Contractor by the
Executive Engineer, Public Works (west) Division, Aurangabad
on behalf of Public Works Department, Government of
Maharashtra Tender Document are downloaded from
government portal https://Mahatenders.gov.in Right to select or
reject is reserved by Executive Engineer, Public works (west)
Division, Aurangabad. Conditional Tender will not be accepted.
( No. 4 Works)
All information of e-tender is available on following portal.
A) https://mahapwd.com
B) https://Mahatenders.gov.in If any change made in this
e-tender is informed on above portal. sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Public Works (west)

dgipr 2021-22/2476 Division, Aurangabad

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF TRAINING

ASSAM ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF COLLEGE
JAWAHARNAGAR:KHANAPARA:GUWAHATI — 781022
PHONE NO.0361-2362372, FAX NO-0361-2362361

Email: aasc1960@yahoo.com, director@aasc.gov.in
[An institute certified under the standards of ISO 9001:2015]
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
No.AASC(T)49/2021-22/ 55 Dated Guwahati the 27th October, 2021

The Assam Administrative Staff College, under the Administrative
Reforms, Training, Pension & Public Grievances Department,
Government of Assam, invites sealed Tenders from National level
reputed Coaching Institutes having local presence in terms of a
Centre in Guwabhati, for imparting Class Room Coaching at Assam
Administrative Staff College, Khanapara, Guwahati — 22 to the
aspirants of Central Civil Service (IAS and Allied Services) for
Preliminary and Mains Examination, 2022 conducted by UPSC.
Coaching will be only on General Studies Paper | and Civil Service
Aptitude Test (CSAT) covering all relevant areas.

Duration of the Coaching Programme: 3.5 months
Intake Strength of Students: 50-65

The Director of Training, Assam Administrative Staff College
reserves the right to accept or reject all or any of the Tenders at
any stage without assigning any reason thereof. The Tender
documents can be downloaded from the website of AASC i.e.
www.aasc.assam.gov.in or it can be directly collected from the
office of the Director of Training, Assam Administrative Staff
College, Khanapara, Guwahati-22 during office hours on payment
of Rs 500.00 in cash which is non-refundable.

The last date for submission of Tenders is 22nd November, 2021
(upto 12.00 PM) and the same will be opened on the same day at
1.00 PM.

Janasanyog No./C/7201/21 Sd/-

UJVN Limited

(An Uttarakhand Govt. Enterprises)

._.Iil H.O. “UJJWAL” Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road,Dehradun.-248006
f Telephone-0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508
cl CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866 Website: www.ujvnl.com
RO. No. 794 CORRIGENDUM Date: 27.10.2021

In reference to NIT No. 03 & 04 /EE (G_MB-1)/2021-22 invited by the office of the
Executive Engineer (Generation)date of availability of bid document on website
shall be read as 19.10.2021 in place of 19.11.2021 and value of stamp paper for Bid
Security Declaration (Annexure-9) shall be read as Rs. 100 in place of Rs. 10. Other
terms & condition will remain same. For fuller & further details, kindly visit our
website. The tender documents can be downloaded from the Nigam's
website “www.ujvnl.com”. Executive Engineer (Generation)

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY,OCTOBER 28,2021

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

SINGLE TENDER NOTICE
(Through e-Tender)

#*=  TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD T:E
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)
SI.No Tender Inviting Authority Specification No Total
1 CE / Villupuram 09 1
2 CE / Tirunelveli 06 1
3 CE / Coimbatore 18 1
4 CE / Madurai 09 1

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / opening, viewing and downloading
of e- tenders please visit website, www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.
gov.in/nicgep/app

Government of Telangana
HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN

WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
Olo Chief General Manager (E), Keshavapuram Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad - 04,Telangana State

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

e-Tender Notice No. and Date

EP. No. 01/CGM(E)/K’Pur Circle/WS-Imp-ORR-Extended Areas/Pack-Il/
2021-22, dated : 27.10.2021

Name of Work : Providing water supply infrastructure to the extended areas of
ORR Villages by laying inlet, outlet an distribution network with HDPE & DI K7
pipelines of different diameters and Construction of Service Reservoirs of various
capacities (GLSRs / ELSRs of varied staging) in Rajendranagar, Shamirpet,
Medchal, Qutubullapur, Patancheru, R.C.Puram & Bollaram Mandals - Package-Il.

Approximate Estimate Contract Value : Rs. 485.70 Crores

1. The bid documents download starts online from Date : 05.11.2021.
2. Name and address of Chief General Manager (Engg), concerned -
Chief General Manager (Engg), Keshavapuram Circle, HMWSSB,
Khairatabad, Hyderabad - 500004, Telangana. 3. The contractors/firms are
requested to upload the information in the ‘ZIP’ format preferably. 4. Further details
can be seen @ https:/itender.telangana.gov.in

Sd/- Chief General Manager (Engg), Keshavapuram Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad - 04,T.S.

KARNATAKA POWER
4\ CGORPORATION LIMITED

o (A Government of Karnataka Enterprise)
CIN: U85110KA1970SGC001919
No. A1 M1 B3/WCL-RCR-CTA/OCTOBER 2021 Dated: 28.10.2021

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Two cover system) (Through e-Procurement Portal Only)

Name of Work: APPOINTMENT OF COAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR
TRANSPORTATION OF COAL FROM WCL’S MUNGOLI AND PENGANGA MINES TO
VIMLA PRIVATE RAILWAY SIDING & LOADING IN INDIAN RAILWAY WAGONS FOR
ONWARD TRANSPORTATION TO RAICHUR THERMAL POWER STATION (RTPS).
Tenders are invited from reputed companies/ persons for transportation of coal supplies
from Mungoli and Penganga Mines loading point/s of WCL and having adequate
knowledge & experience for the Lifting, Movement, Handling & Delivery of approximately
1.50 Lakh MTs of coal by Road cum Rail Route to RTPS including the works of
Liasioning, Supervision, Monitoring of Quantity and Quality of coal for a period of two
months. Last date for receipt of the completed bids: 17.00 Hrs. on 04.11.2021. The
tender document can be downloaded from the website: https:/iwww.eproc.
karnataka.gov.in Further details can be had from The Superintending Engineer
(Mines), KPCL, No. 82, Shakti Bhavan, IIl Floor, Race Course Road, Bengaluru-560 001.
Telefax: 080-22203894. E-mail: cefuelskpcl@karnataka.gov.in website:
www.karnatakapower.com

DIPR/3112/Tender/2021
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GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN

WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
Olo Chief General Manager (Engg), ORR Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500 004. T.S.

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

e-Tender Notice Approximate Estimate
No. and Date Name of Work ppContract Value

EP.No. 27/ Providing water supply infrastructure to the

CGM(E)/ extended areas of ORR Villages by laying

ORR Circle/ |inlet, outlet and distribution network with

WS-Imp-ORR- | HDPE & DI K7 pipelines of different diameters| Rs. 507.57

Extended and Construction of Service Reservoirs of| ~ Crores

Areas/ Pack-l/ | various capacities (GLSRs / ELSRs of varied

2021-22, staging) in Saroornagar, Maheswaram,

dated: Shamshabad, Hayathnagar, Ibrahimpatnam,

27.10.2021 Ghatkesar & Keesara Mandals - Package-|

(1) The bid documents download starts online from 05.11.2021. (2) Name and
address of Chief General Manager (Engg), concerned- Chief General Manager
(Engg), ORR Circle, HMWSSB, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500004, Telangana.
(3) The contractors/firms are requested to upload the information in the 'ZIP' format
preferably. (4) Further details can be seen @ https://tender.telangana.gov.in

Sd/- Chief General Manager (Engg), ORR Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500 004. T.S.

==, U.PPOWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTO,
-!' j E-Tendering Notice
E-Tendar Hotica QRETD-HIA 20222
1- E-Tender Mo.: OBETDHIAYZIZ1-22 online e-Bids ana
insitad for iha “Work of remowal of dense bushash, Trimming
of grass in 220 KV 8/3 Bah Under ETO-I Agra® EMD Cosl ol
Rs. 2,000.00, Tender Cost Rs. 590000, Lest data of tandar:
15112021 a1 12:00 Hrs. Tatal gualily of work, fender ko, & ollwr
lerms & Condition is 8s per tencer dacument avaiabda on the a-
iender partal, Undersgned resereas the ight ba cancel any ar all
Ihe e-Bids wilhaul assigning anmy  reason.  Carmgendum,
Addordium, Extension if any shadl ba uploaded caly oa the green
websile. Bidders are advised lo wvisil ihe  websila
htipsitabandar up,nicin regulary for updated information fram
lime b tinee. Coslod Tender and Eamest Money Sutimilted in the
Accounl of Execulive Engneer, Eleciricily  Transmission
Dieisian:lll, {Agra) wilh A Ma- G2B705501 015, IFSC Code-
ICICOMNGEET Payle al ICIC] Bank Sanjay Place, (Agra) Bank
Coden-G2RT  thraugh MWEFT/RTES. Executive Engineer,
Ebectricity Transmission Division-I0 Agra. g fitr i @l
aer] i 148 flomosioann S P S i 2o 202

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

SRDEN/I/MB acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders
against following tenders closing date 18/11/2021 16:00. Bidders will be able to submit
their original/revised bids upto closing date and time only. Manual offers are not
allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer received shall be ignored.
Contractors are allowed to make payments against this tender towards tender
document cost and earnest money only through online payment modes available on
IREPS portal like net banking, debit card, credit card etc. Manual payments through
Demand draft, Banker's cheque, Deposit receipts, FDR etc. are not allowed.

106-DRM-MB-21-22 Date — 27.10.2021

Zone no. RK-2 (LRJ) Fazalpur to laksar (1500-1538) and
Laksar to Aithal (00-09) of service building, residential
building for general road and wood work under ADEN/RK

18/11/2021, 16:00

Tender No. Date

Name of work

Tender Closing
Date Time

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

Dated: 22.10.2021

Tender Notice No. 4720212022
E-Tendering Tender Notice

Divisional Railway Manager (Engineering)/North Central Railway/
Prayagraj, for and on behalf of the President of India, invites E-TENDERS
on prescribed form for the following works upto 13:30 hrs. on
01.12.2021.The details of the tender are as under:-

Director of Training i/c Advertised Value (Rs.) | 3499998.97
Assam Administrative Staff College, Jawaharnagar: Bidding Start Date 04/11/2021
Khanapara: Guwahati-22 Validity of Offer (Days) | 45 Days
Period of Completion Upto 30.06.2022

No. 74-W/2/3/WA/Publication DATED: 27/10/2021 2440/21

@ Uttarakhand Power Corporation Limited

(A Govt. of Uttarakhand Undertaking)
—n

—
wi il i

Corporate Identity No.: U40109UP2001SGC025867/2358
Victoria Cross Vjjeta Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwali Road, Dehradun-248001
Telephone-(0135) 2763672-76, Fax-(0135) 2760289 Website: www.uktenders.gov.in

SN Tender Name of Work Approx Cost Comp!e“o" CEriI:glrli):If?r
No. . Period -
similar work
Steel Channel Sleepers Fabrication
1] 120 work over differen| 49441 | 12 Monins | and1avng of
girder bridges in CAR- Lakh channgl
CPU Section under Sr. sleeper in
DEN/I/PRYJ. running track
Steel Channel Sleepers Fabrication
replacement work with and laying of
2 121 |H. Beam Sleepers over 764.57 18 Months channel
Major & Minor Girder Lakh sleeper in
Bridges in DDU-NYN running track
Section under Sr. on briges
DEN/I/PRYJ. OR
Fabrication
and laying of
channel
sleeper with 'H|
beem in
running track
on briges
Lifting, ballasting and
attention to track with
3 122 |Heavy repairs of Yard- 392.07 18 Months | P.Way Work
Drainage in Prayagraj Lakh
chheoki Yard under
ADEN/MZP

Earnest Money: NIL Date of Opening of tender: 01.12.2021.

Note:- Railway Board vide letter No. 2020/CE-I/CT/3E/GCC/Policy dt
30.12.2020 has advised the Ministry of Finance vide OM No. F.9/4/2020-PPD,
dated 12.11.2020 titled "Bid Security/Earnest Money Deposit' has advised to
take from bidders Bid Security Declaration in lieu of Bid security/Earnest Money
Deposit.All the insteuctions of this letter will be complied.Offer will not be
considered in case the bid security has not submitted. 2. E-Tender Forms shall
be issued free of cost to all tenderers. 3. The complete information along with
tender document of above E-tenders are available on Website
www.ireps.gov.in up to 13:30 hrs. on the due date of tender opening 4. Bids
other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepted against above tenders. For
this purpose, vendors are required to get themselves registered with IREPS
website along with Digital Signature Certificate issued by CCA under IT Act-
2000. 5. Rates entered into Financial Rate page and duly signed digitally shall be
considered. Rates and any other financial entity in any other form/letter head if
attached by vendors shall be straightway ignored and shall not be considered. 6.
The tenderers shall submit a certificate as given in tender document as
"Annexure" in standard format without which their tender may not be considered
and shall be summarily rejected. 7. The supplier/contractor of goods and/or
services would be subject to GST Act. and Rules as applicable from time to time.
8. Document being attached should be signed by the tenderer on its body. 9. This
tender notice has also been uploaded on www.ncr.indianrailway.gov.in 10 In
case of any difficulty helpdesk available on the website of IREPS may be
approached. 11. Tender on line can be submitted up to 13:30 hrs. of tender
opening date. 12 The tenderer has to submit necessary documents in
compliance of clause 10 to 18 (Part-1) of GCC July '2020 mandatorily, otherwise
offer will be considered as incomplete offer and accordingly shall not be

considered. 1132/21(D)

[£] North central railways| www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in [#] @ CPRONCR

CORRIGENDUM TO E-TENDER NOTICE
In reference to e-tender invited previously by this office, are hereby
extended due to unavoidable reasons as under:-
Sl.|  Tender Name of ltem | Tender Last Date Date of
No.|Specification Quantity] _ & Time of opening of
No. Online request |  Part-l of
for Tenderand | tenderin
submission of online &
tender in online offline
& offline mode mode
1.| CCP-II/28/ | 33KV Polymer |15000| 10.11.2021 11.11.2021
2021-22 pin Insulator Nos. | upto 17:00 Hrs. |at 15:30 Hrs.
2. | CCP-II729/ {33KV Outdoor Pole| 100 10.11.2021 11.11.2021
2021-22 |mounted combined| Nos. | upto 17:00 Hrs. | at 15:45 Hrs,
CT-PT unit with meter box
For further details, please visit our website www.uktenders.gov.in
Superintending Engineer
No. 457/EE (CM)/UPCL/A-2  Date: 26.10.2021 Corporate (Contract &Procurement-Ii)

"SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATIONS" Use LED Bulb to Save Electricity.

(Toll Free No. 1912) "Pay Electricity bill online 24x7 from www.upcl.org" (For information on
Electricity Theft, informer may report to Toll Free No. 1800 180 4185/ Fax No. 0135-2760911)

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This is notified for the information of Rail Pasengers
that Railways have decided to restore the stoppage to
the following trains at Getor Jagatpura Railway
station from the dates shown as under:

Additional Effective

Train No. & Name Stoppage Arr. | Dep. from
04311 Bareilly- Bhuj At . . From
Express Special Getor 17:18117:20 28.10.2021
04321 Bareilly- Bhuj | Jagatpura . . From
Special station | 17:18| 17:20 29.10.2021

For any kind of information such as detailed Time -Table and
stations enroute etc., passengers are requested to contact
RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or may visit Indian Railways website:
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

All norms of the State and Central Government regarding
COVID-19 may please be followed in the trains and at the
Railway stations. All other precautions associated with COVID-
19 should also be ensured.

Visit RailMadad website:
www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in

RailMadad
Helpline No.

Download Railmadad App
Follow us on :- (% il L=

NORTHERN RAILWAY &

d| " 3

Aza Your Convenience - Our Concern 3
Amrit Ma hOtsaV Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in [IEN3

" B

SEARCH OF MISSING

General public is hereby informed that one girl
(depicted in the photo), Namely: Nisha Djo:
Vinod Singh, R/o: H.No. A-3, Pocket-09, Sector
B4, Narela, Delhi Aged: 13 years has been
missing since 27.09.2021 from Her House. In
this Regard a FIR. No.: 604/21, Dated|
27.09.2021, has been lodged at P.S. NIA[]
Delhi. Her physical descriptionis as under: Nisha
Height: 4'9" feet, Complexion: Fair, Face:

Oval, Built: Thin, Clothing: Blue Colour Suit & White Colour Salwar
and Black Shoes.

Any person is having any information/clue about this missing girl, may
inform SHO, NIA, Delhi at E-mail: cic@chbi.gov.nic.in or website :
http://cbi.nic.in Tele No.: 011-24368638 or 24368641

S.H.0
P.S. NIA, Delhi

DP/1349/0N/2021 Ph.: 011-27787592, 27787593

AI’I’EA[ FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that this
person Name: Unknown, S/o: Unknown, R/o:
Unknown, Age: 45 Years, Sex: Male, Height:
5 feet 3 inch, Face: Round, Built: Thin,
Complexion: Shallow, Wearing: White
Colour T-shirt Bearing mark of HP, Dark Grey
Colour Lower and barefoot, was found lying
unconscious alongside main Kanjhawala Road
Near Village Pooth, Delhi on 09.10.2021 and he was admitted to
Sanjay Gandhi Hospital Mangol Puri, New Delhi and during
treatment doctor declared him dead.

In this regard a DD No.99A, dated 09.10.2021 has been lodged at
P.S.Aman Vihar, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this person but no clue has come to light so far.
Any person having any information or clue about this person may
kindly inform to the following. SHO

PS. Aman Vihar, Delhi
DP/1134/RD/2021 Ph.: 011-27581812, 8750870321

‘rgfed § wuit AR

No. : 2021-08-CTRBBRENCO
Date: 26.10.2021
On the behalf of President of India
e-Tenders are invited by the CWM,
Carriage  Workshop, NWR, Jodhpur.
1. Name of Work with its Location :
Overhauling/Refurbishment of CTRB -
"F" type BRENCO-NEI by OEM of HHP
Locomotive in Carriage Workshop,
NWR, Jodhpur. 2. Approximate Cost of
work : Rs. 4494199.92 (Rs. Forty Four
Lakhs Ninety Four Thousand One
Hundred Ninety Nine and Ninety Two
Paisa Only). 3. Earnest Money to be
deposited : NIL (Bid Security
Declaration to be submitted by
tenderers). 4. Last date and time for
Submission of e-tender and Opening
of e-tender : 17.11.2021 Up to 15:00
Hrs. and 17.11.2021 after 15:00 Hrs.
5. Website from e-tender forms
can be obtained : www.ireps.gov.in .
6. Address of the NIT issuing Office :
Office of the CWM, Carriage Workshop,

NWR Jodhpur-342001 (Rajasthan).
609-AM/21

&—11/EGD /MZN /2021—22
RIS STt faegd I8 @1 2.50 MW
AT B 04 T TR < (VIR
He) @ TR BT BRI, B Rert
FROEY YF: AT T S ¥
qgATEe W ST WER B T2
TS B B ifeaH fafer /s
08.11.2021 / 16:00 o1 T fohaT ST
2| < IR BT g W ot B
fafer /a9 @ 09.11.2021 /11:00
ot famar Sirar 1 o= fem g e
gdaq & @ fAfeer @
qrgfrerd  |F¥T  GIATT
https://etender.up.nic.in X
SUAL & |

srferemTedt srfirrar, fga SameT wvs,
195-0¢e TR, T3 HUSL, ToTRHETIR |

Please join us on ® ® /NWRailways

&7 DEVI AHILYA VISHWAVIDYALAYA
| NALANDA CAMPUS, RNT MARG, INDORE-452001

L
“ME Computer Center

No. DAVV/CC/2021-22/1 Dated : 25.10.2021

Online tenders are invited under two bid system (Technical
and financial) for Software Development and AMC for
Examination Results Processing for DAVV. The tender
documents may be downloaded on payment of Rs. 2000/- at
https : www.mptenders.gov.in (main portal) and can be
seen at website www.dauniv.ac.in/tenders.php

M.P. Madhyam/102432/2021 REGISTRAR

(An Autonomous Institution of Ministry of Education, Govt. of India) L-.,i:

Dr. Homi Bhabha Road, Pune-411008 Website: www.iiserpune.ac.in LI
Global Tender Notice

IISER Pune invites bids from Original Equipment Manufacturers,
Foreign Principals and Indian Agents of Foreign Principals,
Authorized Distributors of Original Equipment Manufacturer for
procurement and installation for the following.

1) Wire cut EDM machine

2) Optical 3D surface profilometer

3) Spectrum and Vector Analyzer

4) Cathodo-Luminescence stage
Tender documents are published on
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app and
http://www.iiserpune.ac.in/links/tender-notices-and-eoi
Advt. No: IISER/S&P/10/21-22 Dated 27/10/2021

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH PUNE

Director

RAIL WHEEL FACTORY 75;

Website: www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in

Tender Notice No.RWF/$/003/2021-22 Dated 25/10/2021

On behalf of the President of India, the Principal Chief Materials Manager invites
Electronic Open Tender from experienced OEMs / Manufacturers or authorized
agents for supply of the following item on the Indian Railways e-portal
www.ireps.gov.in. The tender documents and the Corrigenda to the Tenders, if any,
willbe available on the portal only.

Tender No. Quantity

P2215624 | Tool positioning chuck assembly to HMT Drawing No. 02 SETS
Y 1292-XXII-0, consisting of mounting plate, chuck housing, feed screw housing,
retaining plates, facing slides, butting button, bearing housing, bevel gear shaft,
bevel gear, spur gears, bush, lead screw, feed nut block, feed nut and height pieces.
Make: HMT only. Warranty: warranty of 30 months from the date of delivery or 24
months from the date of fitment or use whichever is early has to be provided against
quality manufacturing defects and workmanships for the item supplied.

Tender Opening Date and Time : 25/11/2021 at 14:15 hrs.

Tender details can be viewed on our website www.ireps.gov.in or
www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in.

Item Description

Principal Chief Materials Manager
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
JEYPORE (R&B) CIRCLE, JEYPORE

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

T
'.'f' =
i A

B-508

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General Public is hereby informed that
an unidentified dead body of a male
Namely Unknown S/o Unknown, R/o
Unknown Age: 45/50 years, Height:
5'7", Complexion: Wheatish, Built:
Thin, Face: Long, Hair: Black & White,
ID: Om tattoo on right hand, Injury Mark:
Neck Separated from Torso, Wearing:
Yellow coloured shirt and Black colured
pant, was found dead by train accident
on 21.10.2021 at 6:11 PM from KM Pol
No.2/9, Railway Track, Near Nathu Colony, Chowk Flyover,
Delhi. The dead body has been preserved in G.T.B. Hospital
Mortuary for Identification. In this regard a FIR/DD No.41A
dated 21.10.2021 has been lodged at P.S. Old Delhi Railway
Station, Delhi.
If any one having any clue about deceased male may kindly
inform the undersigned and contact on following numbers.
SHO
P.S. Old Delhi Railway Station, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23961522,
DP/355/RLY/2021 Mob.: 8010602729, 8750871302

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed that a
girl namely Payal@Chandani, D/o
Radheshayam, R/o H.No. 270 Near Shiv
Mandir Naharpur, Rohini, Delhi, Age: 17
years, Height : 5', Face: Round, Built:
Thin, Complexion: Fair, Wearing:
Yellow Colour T-shirt, Black Colour Jeans
and Black Colour Shoes in her feet has
been missing since 23.07.2021 from her
home. In this regard a case FIR No.
337/21, u/s 363 IPC dated 24.07.2021
has been registered at P.S. North
Rohini, Delhi.

Payal@Chandani

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing girl but no clue has come to light so far. If any one having
any information about this girl please inform undersigned.

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.nic.in
Ph.: 011-24368638,24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

DP/1141/RD/2021

SHO
P.S. North Rohini, Delhi
Ph. : 011-27048210, 8750870330

Bid Identification No. C.C.E.J.C (R&B)-10/2021-22
No. 4303 Date. 22.10.2021
1. Nature of the work : BUILDING WORK.
2. Total No. of Works : 01 (One) No.
3. Estimated cost : Rs. 499.16 Lakhs.
4. Period of completion : 09 (Nine) Months
5
6

. Cost of Bid Document : Rs. 10,000/- Each.
. Bid Security (EMD) : Bid Security Declaration
(Schedule-K)
7. Class of Contractor : “A” & “Special” Class.
8. Date & time of availability of : From 10.00 hours of 29.10.2021
bid document in the portal to 17.00 hours of 11.11.2021
9. Last date/ Time for receipt of : 17.00 hours of 11.11.2021
bids in the Portal;
. Opening date of Bid; : 10.00 hours of 12.11.2021
11. Name and address of the : Chief Construction Engineer
Officer Inviting Bid Jeypore (R&B) Circle, Jeypore
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal
https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum/ corrigendum/
cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website only.
Chief Construction Engineer
Jeypore (R&B) Circle, Jeypore
OIPR-34108/11/0011/2122

NOTICE
Invitation for Empanelment of Manufacturers

of Agricultural Machinery
Mo AgriEnggd ST AEMEMAMZ0E1-22/24 D, 2711003021
Spplicalions aro inwitied  fram Manofacturers of Agriculture
Machineries, who regisiored the DBT partal
mn-.ragrlmachinng.:.nlc in. for l:'l'lpi"h:'h'lr'l'll o Faclieate

H 1 L))

2D21 Fr .I".p;'.\lu:-lllnu fnr.-ns '.|I':.ng mlh T-::rln: -.".: C-::nl.l.a-:ln:. A
list of Agricutiuml Machinery shall be deeailable o the office of
tho imdersigned from 2802021 and this s also made
availablo in fhi departmental website
wwwediragriassam.gowin. Lasl dale of submission of
applicalions along with moured decuments, cedificalns, lest
rmapars B, is 12012021,
Empancimart Seowity for an amomt of Bs, 100000, 0{H-
{Rupees One Lakh) onfy i the form of FOUTOR pledged in
fawour of tha ‘Chief Engineer, Agricelture, Assam, Khanapara,
Guraahali-22' and with minimum 3 {three] vears waliginy shal
have k2 ba submiltad along with application form
Sdl-
Chief Englneer, Agriculiure
Assam, Khanapara, Guwahall-22

daremmnpop b DR3CERET

New Delhi
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Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market, gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Crude oil (Indian basket) as of October 26
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BIBEK DEBROY STAYS CHAIRMAN; RAKESH MOHAN, TT RAM MOHAN, POONAM GUPTA JOIN

EAC-PM: 3 new members inducted

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER27

THE GOVERNMENT has reconsti-
tuted the Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister fora
period of two years after its term
came to an end last month. Bibek
Debroy continues to be the
Chairman of the EAC-PM. Former
RBI Deputy Governor Rakesh
Mohan, [IM Ahmedabad Professor
TT Ram Mohan and Director-
General of the National Council of
Applied Economic Research
(NCAER) Poonam Gupta are the
new part-time membersinducted
into the seven-member body.

Rakesh Mohan, currently a
Senior Fellow at the Jackson
Institute for Global Affairs, Yale
University and Distinguished
Fellow at Brookings India, has had
along careerin Indian policymak-
ing, with expertise in central bank-
ing, monetary policy, multilateral
institutions, financial markets, in-
frastructure and economic re-
search. Heisalsoa senioradviserto
the McKinsey Global Institute.

In a recent column ‘Why has
India’s growth slowed,’ published

ONLINE WATCH
CYBERATTACKS

in Business Standard, professor TT
RamMohan wrote that while crit-
icsblameiton major policy lapses
on the part of the Narendra Modi
government such asdemonetisa-
tion, GST and absence of major
economic reforms; the economic
slowdown s primarily onaccount
of the banking crisis. In 2017, he
wrote thatwhile academics, econ-
omists and media commentators
were quick to pronounce judge-
ment that demonetisation is a
blunder, UP election results
showed that the pundits got it
wrong,. “Demonetisation did not
work against the BJP in the recent
polls and may have even con-
tributed toits huge victory in UP”,
he wrote.

Before joining NCAER in April
this year, Gupta was lead econo-
mist, global macro and market re-
search, International Finance
Corporation and Lead Economist
for India at the World Bank. She
hasearlier been the Reserve Bank
of India Chair Professor at
National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy and has also
worked with International
Monetary Fund. Last year, she
presented a paper, co-authored

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

NATION STATES, which have
sofarused dedicated teamsto
carry out cyberattacks on the
online and offline infrastruc-
ture of other countries can, in
2022, turn “hackers for hire” by
opting to work for other coun-
tries, global cybersecurity firm
McAfee Enterprise, along with
FireEye, said in a report re-
leased on Wednesday.

Such nation states, it noted,
willalso turntosocial mediato
infiltrate enterprise organisa-
tions. “Nation States will
weaponise social mediato tar-
get more enterprise profes-
sionals, looking toinfiltrate or-
ganisations for their own
criminal gain. While this ap-
proachis notnew, itisrelatively
uncommon. After all, it does
demand a level of research to
“hook” the target into interac-
tionsand establishing fake pro-
files is more work but target-
ing of individuals has proven
tobeavery successful channel,

‘Some nations may
turn hackers for hire’

Such nation states will
turn to social media to
infiltrate enterprise
organisations, McAfee
Enterprise, along with
FireEye, said in areport

and we predict the use of this
vector could grow not only
through espionage groups, but
alsoother threatactors,” there-
port said. Further, McAfee and
FireEye predict thatinin 2022
cybercriminals will have learnt
from their successful tactics of
2021 and will evolve in sophis-
tication “wielding the poten-
tial to wreak more havoc
across the globe”.

“With the evolving threat
landscape and continued im-
pact of the global pandemic, it
is crucial that enterprises stay
aware of the cybersecurity
trends so they can be proactive
and actionable in protecting
their information,” said Raj
Samani, fellow and chief scien-
tist of McAfee and FireEye.

—— BRIEFLY —
PNB profit rises

New Delhi: Punjab National
Bank posted a 78 per cent
rise in net profit to Rs 1,105
crore for September quarter.

United Spirits Q2

New Delhi: United Spirits’
consolidated net profit for
Q2FY22 rose over two-fold
toRs 2864 crore.

Adani Ports

New Delhi: Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone said
it will exit its investment in
Myanmar by June.

PB FintechIPO

New Delhi: PB Fintech, par-
ent firm of Policybazaar, set
apriceband of Rs940-980a
share for its Rs 5,710-crore
IPO, opening Novemnber 1.

AlIB,ADB loan

Beijing: Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AlIB) and
Asian Development (ADB)
areliningupa$2 billionloan
for India for Covid jabs. PTI

Future, Amazon

New Delhi: Future Retail has
asked the DelhiHigh Courtto
quash a decision by a Singa-
pore arbitration panel that
has kept the $34 billion sale
of Future’s retail assets in
limbo while it hears Ama-
zon's objections. REUTERS

New Delhi: The Finance
Ministry on Wednesday an-
nounced the appointment of
veteran banker
K V Kamath as
Chairperson of
the newly set up
National Bank for
Financing
Infrastructureand
Development.
With an equity
capital of Rs 20,000 crore,
NaBFID is expected to catalyse
fundingof over Rs 3 lakh crore
for infra sector in future.

“New approach tobuilding
#AatmaNirbharBharat! Cen-

Kamath is NaBFID chairperson

tral Government has ap-
pointed Shri K. V. Kamath to
the post of Chairperson,
National Bank for
Financing Infra-
structure and
Development,
a newly set up
DFI in India,”
Department of
Financial Services
tweeted.
Parliament had, in
March, cleared the Bill to set
up NaBFID to support the
development of long-term
infrastructure financing
inIndia. ENS

by Barry Eichengreen from the
Berkeley University and Rishabh
Choudhary from the World Bank,
titled ‘Inflation targeting in India:
aninterim assessment’.

It said inflation targeting has
led toreduced volatility of arange
of inflation-related outcomes and
inthe stronger anchoring of infla-
tion expectations, which appears

tohave enhanced the ability of the
RBI to respond to the exceptional
Covid-19 shock. An April 2018
blog for World Bank titled ‘India’s
remarkably robust and resilient
growth story’ by Gupta and
Florian Blum had stated that to
raise theincome of atleast 50 per
cent of Indians to levels of the
global middle class, the economy

not only needs to return to 8 per
cent growth or higher but also
maintain such growth for the next
three decades.

Other part-time members
who have been retained in the
EAC-PM include JP Morgan Chief
India Economist Sajjid Chinoy,
Credit Suisse India equity strate-
gist Neelkanth Mishra and Kotak
Mahindra Asset Management
managing director Nilesh Shah.

The Council has been tasked
toanalyse any issue, economicor
otherwise, referred to it by the
PM and advising him thereon be-
sides addressingissues of macro-
economic importance, the
Cabinet Secretariat said in a no-
tification on Wednesday. Part-
time members of EAC-PM may
be paid sitting fee of Rs 10,000
per day of sitting.

“This could be either suo-
motu or on reference from the
PMoranyoneelse,” it said,adding
that the Council will attend toany
other task as may be desired by
the PM from time to time. “The
Prime Minister has approved the
reconstitution of the Economic
Advisory Council to the PM (EAC-
PM) for a period of two years or

‘FPIS’ stock value soars by
$112 bn to $667 billion in HT’

Value of FPIs' equity holdings rose $112 billion in Apr 1-Sept 30
to $667 billion, a Bank of America Securities India report said

As of March 2021, value of
foreign portfolio investor (FPI)
holding was $555 billion —a
full $105 billion more than
between September 2020
and March 2021

Other markets saw massive
outflows last month; South
Korea lost $25.5 billion and
Taiwan shed $16.7 billion

Source: Bank of America Securities/PTI

until further orders, whicheveris
earlier,” it said.

In a recent article, EAC-PM
member Mishra argued that set-
ting up of the National Asset
Reconstruction Company Ltd was
essential in cleaning the slate of
the last business cycle and to pre-
pare the ground for the next in-
vestment cycle. Chinoy recently
wrote that the BRICS group of
countriesare now better prepared
todeal US Fed taper tantrum-like
policy response of 2013, and the
group should now focus on reviv-
ing growth.

Economist V Anantha Nages-
waran and member-secretary
Ratan Watal are no longer part of
thereconstituted EAC-PM.Inare-
cent white paper, Nageswaran,
along with Sumita Kale and
Laveesh Bhandari, highlighted a
possible four-pronged framework
that can take the Direct Benefit
Transfer programme to a higher
level of efficiency and make a
greater impact on welfare.

The EAC-PM is an independ-
ent body to advise the govern-
ment, especially the Prime
Minister,on economic and policy-
related matters.

FOR¥920 CRORE

Swiss Re to
pick up 23%
in Paytm
Insuretech

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 27

Maruti net dives 65.7% on chip
crunch, hlgh commodlty prices

Tolaunch EVs after
2025: Bhargava

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

HITBY arise in input cost, follow-
ing the jump in commodity
prices, and decline in sales onac-
count of ongoing semiconductor
shortage, Maruti Suzuki India re-
ported a65.7 per centdip in con-
solidated net profit at Rs 486.9
crore for the quarter ended
September 2021. In the year-ago
quarter, it had reported net profit
of Rs 1,419.6 crore.

During the quarter, the domes-

INTERVIEW WITH SNAP CO-FOUNDER & CTO

‘Augmented reality
expanding into a wide
range of use cases’

ASIT hits over 100 million usersin
India, Snap, the parent company
for Snapchat, sees Augmented
Reality (AR) as the next big driver
for growth and increasing adop-
tion in the market. Snap’s co-
founder and chief technology of-
ficer BOBBY MURPHY discussed
theincreasingimportance of ARin
the Indian market in an exclusive
interview with SHRUTIDHAPOLA.
Edited excerpts:

Whatisyourview on key
trends and growth in the
Indian market?

Our big milestone announce-
ment is that we've reached 100
million SnapchattersinIndia. This
is largely a testament to the
tremendous work that our team
basedinIndiaand outside whoare
supporting a lot of the local part-
nerships with organisations and
companies. We've seen that en-
gagement happening not only
within Snapchat but also in other
apps that we're working with
around AR.

What doyou thinkis the future
of ARadoptioninIndiaand the
skilling programmes that Snap
hasundertakeninIndia?

India is one of our best exam-
ples of the success of our ecosys-
tem from all sides. It also shows
how powerful AR canbeasaned-
ucational tool and a way to learn
more about the world around

Bobby Murphy

them. We are seeingacross thein-
dustry that ARisrepresentingare-
ally fascinating new career oppor-
tunity for technology enthusiasts.

How are Lens creators perfo-
rming on the platform? What
are the business opportunities
that ARrepresents?

We've seenalion’s share ofen-
gagement around AR really being
rooted in what we would call cre-
ative expression. We've seen suc-
cess stories of Lens creators local
toIndia...Butnowwealso havein-
tegrations coming up with
Flipkart, and other e-commerce
brands where people are kind of
recognising that ARisaway to help
consumers shop and visualise
products before they buy them. AR
is quickly expanding into a very
wide range of use cases. We fully
expect that over the next handful
of years, more businesses will re-
alise that AR is a fantastic way to
create highly differentiated cus-
tomer experiences. Full interview

on www.indianexpress.com

Chlp
allocation
® key

EXPLAINED

EVEN AS semi-conductor
problem s easing, produc-
tion normalisation for auto
industry will depend upon
chip allocation to the in-
dustry by manufacturers
going forward.

tic vehicle sales also declined to
3,20,133 units, as against 3,70,619
units in the year-ago period. The
firm said it could not produce an
estimated 1.16lakh vehicles due to

11 suppliers in
India part of
Apple’s clean
energy plan

NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

APPLE ON Wednesday an-
nounced that it now has 11 man-
ufacturing sites in India operated
by suppliers who have joined its
clean energy programme.

Taking another step towards
becoming carbon neutral across
its supply chain and products by
2030, it said another 175 suppliers
will transition to using renewable
energy.“Every company should be
part of the fight against climate
change, and together with our
suppliers and local communities,
we're demonstrating all of the op-
portunity and equity green inno-
vation can bring,” said Apple CEO
Tim Cookinastatement. Full report

onwww.indianexpress.com

componentshortage, addingithas
over 2 lakh pending orders. “This
quarterwasalsomarked by anun-
precedented increase in the prices
of commodities within a span of
oneyear..,” it said.

It will launch electric vehicles
after 2025 as demand for such ve-
hicles at the moment is less and it
willlike tosellabout 10,000 unitsa
month when it enters the space,
Maruti Suzuki chairman RC Bhar-
gavawas quoted by PTTas saying.

L&T net falls 67%

Meanwhile, as per a PTI re-
port, L&T reported a 67 per cent
drop in consolidated net profit to
Rs 1,819.45 crore for the
September quarter.

SWISSRE has proposed toacquire
23 per cent stake in Paytm
Insuretech Ltd (PIT), an associate
of digital services firm Paytm.

Swiss Re will invest (by way of
equity shares and compulsorily
convertible preference shares)
about Rs 920 crore (Rs 397.3 crore
upfront, and the remaining in
tranches, subject to fulfilment of
certainmilestones)inPIT foranag-
gregate stake of 23 per cent on a
fully diluted basis.

Paytm had recently increased
its proposed IPO size from Rs
16,600 crore to Rs 18,300 crore.

Swiss Reisinvesting alongside
Vijay Shekhar Sharma, chairman
and MD of One97 Commu-
nications, which owns Paytm. This
follows the announcement of the
acquisition of Raheja QBE by Paytm
Insuretech. “Weare excited to part-
nerwith SwissRe forourinsurance
foray as a key strategic investor ...
We look forward to gaining from
Swiss Re’s global insurance capa-
bilities,” said Sharma.

International market data till 1900 IST

FINMIN TO OTHER MINISTRIES, DEPARTMENTS

‘Clear Air India dues,
buy tickets i in cash’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER27

THE FINANCE Ministry has di-
rected all central ministries and
government departments to clear
duesto Air Indiaimmediately. The
Department of Expenditure (DoE)
alsosaid that government depart-
ments may purchase tickets from
Air India in cash only, as the car-
rier —to be taken over by the Tata
group — has stopped extending a
credit facility to the government.
“All ministries/departments
are directed toclear Air India’s due
immediately. Air tickets from Air
India, may be purchased in cash
until further instructions,” the
DoE, under Finance Ministry, said
ina memorandum Wednesday.
Under a2009 memorandum,
inany case where the Central gov-
ernment is bearing the cost of air
travel for officials including for LTC
(leave travel concession), tickets
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can only be purchased from Air
India. Air India officials have previ-
ously cited issues of large govern-
ment dues on account of VVIP
travel, evacuation operations and
other official travel as part of the
reason for working capital issues.

OnMonday, the Centre signed
ashare purchase agreement with
the Tata group for sale of Air India
for Rs 18,000 crore. The govern-
ment had earlier this month ac-
cepted an offer for Air India by
Talace Pvt Ltd, a Tata Sons sub-
sidiary, to pay Rs 2,700 crore cash
and take over Rs 15,300 crore of
the airline’s debt.

“Top 10% owns over half
of global income; very
moderate wealth tax
can help bottom 50%’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER27

THE BOTTOM 50 per cent of the
global population owns just 2 per
centof wealth and 8 per cent of in-
come, while the top 10 per cent of
populationowns 76 per cent of to-
tal household wealth and captu-
red 52 per cent of total income in
2021,show the findings of the lat-
est World Inequality Report 2022.
Co-authored by economist Thom-
as Piketty, the report suggests that
a‘very moderate wealth tax' rang-
ing from 1 per cent of wealth ow-
ned over $1 million to 3 per cent
for global billionaires can gener-
ate 1.6 per cent of global income.
At a pre-briefing meeting of
the report to be released in Dece-
mber, Lucas Chancel, co-director,
World Inequality Lab,on Wednes-
day said, “Wealth taxation in un-
equal societies helps tackle ex-
treme inequality and generate
substantial revenues to invest in
the future. A very moderate
wealth tax would generate 1.6 per
cent of global income ... the aver-
age increase in the wealth of bil-
lionairesis over9 per cent per year.
Soifyou tax them at 3.5 per cent,
itstillmeans their wealth is going
toincrease in coming years... this

(wealth tax) can raise significant
amount of money to invest in cli-
mate investments for bottom 50
per cent of the population, in ed-
ucation and also in health.”

On the recent proposal of a
global minimum corporate tax
rate of 15 per cent, the report has
said the number is a progress but
is still 1.5-2x below the statutory
rate. As per the report, a 15 per
cent minimum corporate tax wo-
uld lead torevenue gains of €83.3
billion in EU, €57.0 billion in US,
€6.1 billion in China and €0.5 bil-
lionin India (without carve-out).

In gender terms, the report
states that women make just a
third of global labour incomes,
which has seen very limited
change since 1990.The share of fe-
maleincomesin global labourinc-
omeswas 31 percentin 1990 and
near 34 percentin2015-2020and
males make the remaining 66 per
cent. In terms of global carbon
emissions, the bottom 50 per cent
of populationisresponsible for 12
per cent of world emissions, while
the 10 per cent highest emitters
are responsible for close to half of
world individual emissions. The
second edition of the World
Inequality Report will be released
onDecember7.  Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

NMDC Limited
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SUPPLYCO
KERALA STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LTD

MAVELI BHAVAN, GANDHI NAGAR, KOCHI -682020
Purchase Section - Ph No: 0484-2207924, 2206786, E-Mail: agmp@supplycomall com
No.P10/35679/2021 Weh: www.supplycokerala.com Date: 26.10.2021

TENDER NOTICE

(ONLY THROUGH ELECTRONIC TENDERING SYSTEM/E-AUCTION)

The Kerala State Civil Supplies Corporation Ltd (Supplyco) intends to
purchase Pulses, Spices, Rice, Sugar, Wheat etc through e-auction and
e-tender. The e-tender will be accepted up to 2.00 PM on 09-11-2021.
For details visit www.tenderwizard.com/KSCSC.  Only suppliers
possessing digital signatures will be permitted to participate in the
e-tender. For e-auction please visit hitps://market.neml.in Sd-
Gorrigendum if any, will be published in the above said website only. Manager (Purchasey

KRIBHCD

% e v i eyed

PRE-QUALIFICATION OF H&T CONTRACTORS IN KARNATAKA STATE

KRIBHCO invites application for prequalification/registration of Handling and Transport
Contractors in Karnataka State for CLEARING, HANDLING AND FORWARDING OF
25/45/50 Kg weight fertilizers in HDPE/BOPP Bags received through block rakes at
Railheads, Handling at warehouses and subsequent transportation to other places like
Cooperative Retail Points/Feeder Godowns etc. at various railheads.

Interested/Reputed and financially sound H&T contractors with proven capability may
obtain the requisite documents from State Marketing Manager, Karnataka or download
from our website mentioned below and submit the same on or before 17.11.2021 upto
5.00P.M.

In case of any clarification, SMM, KRIBHCO may be contacted on all working days
between 9.30 AM. to 6.00 PM. KRIBHCO reserves the rights to reject any or all
applications or may postpone/extend the time and/or date of receipt of application,
acceptance and/or opening of application atits sole discretion. KRIBHCO's decision in this
regard shall be final and binding.

Existing contractors must also apply for pre-qualification afresh. The advtis also loaded on
our website: www.kribhco.net alongwith format of application, undertaking and affidavit.

State Manager(Mktg), Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd.,
C/o KSCMF, Main Building, 1st floor, No.8, Cunningham Road, BENGALURU-560 052
Phone No. 080-22253673, 22252337 (0)

¥hasl Eheran’, 10-3-3111A, Costie Hills, Mazb Tk, Hpdermbad-S0000E
CIN:L13100TE1 958G01001 674
CONTRACTS DEPARTMENT
g-Tendaer Natificalion
Tendar Enguiry Ko: BO {{onirctsdf0F of oot Kirndul 20217251 ot - 29-10-3021

MASTE Roef, Mo, NMDE FHO S G4 2021-22 /ET f X8

MRADE e bids in E-teckder mcde i Do bid Systems fay the veork al

"Strengthening and Black Topping of Road from Kurup Point to

Kailash Magar ot BOM Kirandul Complex, CantewadalCG}™

on item sate basis dram prospective bidders who dulfill the

Fre-Cualification Criteria,

Detailed NIT and tender document including pre-gualification

Feguirements car be vigweadfdewnldpded Trom NMDCs website

https o/ fwwewonmde.co.dnfnmdctender/CPF Partal @ www.

BREROCUre.Zovin o latest active terders and METC Webisite: httpa:f

whal. msTcRcommercacomyfeprachemefamde) from 2R-10-2021

to 18-11-2021.

Theatendersrs are required towisit the above-mentiored wehsites for

carrigendamm, il any, at a future date,

For lurther claification, G [Contracts), MRADEC L1, Hyderabad can be

contacted on Fae ne. B0 F353 4796 omizl | contractsfnmdccodn.
General Manager [Contracts)

E= UF I 21 3F o1 TEOTEll =TT

i OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
i_ ENGINEER: RWSS DIVISION: BERHAMPUR
0-858 Near Jarada Bunglow, Pin - 760004,

Ph. 0680-2296344
eerwss_bam@nic.in rwssbam@gmail.com
Government of Odisha “e” Procurement Notice

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

Bid Identification No. EERWSSBAM-21/2021-22

The Superintending Engineer, RWS&S Division, Berhampur, Ganjam on behalf of
Governor of Odisha invites bids in single Cover & Double cover system according to
the norm of “e” Procurement system in online mode for Supply, drawing, design,
construction, testing and commissioning and maintenance of different PWS Schemes
and electrification works in Ganjam District from the eligible contractors as per DTCN.
1 |Name of the work Execution of different works of different P.W.S.
Scheme in Ganjam District.

No. of Work (Tender) 05 Nos.

s

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (WB)-I
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
ROOM NO. 31, B-BUILDING, JHANDEWALAN, NEW DELHI-110005.
Phone: 09558007601, E-mail Id:- djpbwaterbody @ gmail.com
“STOP CORONA: WEAR FACE MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

PRESS NIT No. 07/WB-1/2021-22

3]

v

Sl. Name of Work
No.

Estimated Contract
Value (ECV)/ Amount

Earnest | Tender
Money Fee
put to tender (EMD)

Last Date/ Time of
receipt of tender E-

Date of Release of
tender in E- Procurement
Solution & Tender ID No. | Procurement Solution

0

Cleaning of Periphery of Bhalswa
lake & construction of Precast RCC
Drain and pump House towards
Bhalswa Dairy inside Bhalswa lake
in Delhi under EE(WB)-I

X 1500/- 26.10.2021 26.11.2021
2021_DJB_210202_1 At

03:00 PM

% 6,11,28,443/- NIL

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 525 (2021-22)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (WB)-I

From Rs 7.65 Lakhs to Rs 482.44 Lakhs
From 120 to 360 days

From 03.11.2021 at 11.00 hrs to 23.11.2021 up
to 17.00 hrs

20.11.2021 up to 17.00 hrs

Period of completion
Date & Time of availability of
bid document in the Portal.

2
3 |Estimated cost (Approximate)
4
5

6 |Last date & time for seeking
clarification

7 |Dt. of opening of Bid

8 |Last date / Time for receipt of
bids in the Portal

Name & address of the Officer
inviting tender

24.11.2021 at 11.00 hrs
23.11.2021 up to 17.00 hrs

©

Superintending Engineer, RWSS Division,
Near Jarada Bunglow, Berhampur- 760004,
Dist. Ganjam, Odisha.

Further  details can be from the

https://tendersorissa.gov.in

seen e-procurement  portal

Sd/- Superintending Engineer
RWS&S Division, Berhampur
OIPR-25035/11/0011/2122

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

l,Kunal/Kunal Aggarwal,S/o
Ram Avtar Dhagga,R/0 C-72,
Sanjay-Enclave,Uttam Nagar,
Delhi-110059,have changed my
name to Kunal Singhal.

0040589473-2

I,Vijay Kumar Maurya service-
N0.15450107L Hav(SKT) Unit-
325 Fd Hosp c/0-56,AP0 declare
that my brother name Vishal
Kumar Mauryais wrong
mentioned in my service
record his correct-name Vishal
Maurya. 0040589473-7

I,Saurabh Mervin S/o Peter
Damian Michael R/0-103,
Aashirwad Apartments
Plot.No-74 IP EXTN,Patparganj,
East Delhi,Delhi-110092,have
changed my nameto Saurabh
Mervin Michael. 0040589433-4

I,Sandeep S/o-Late Karam Veer
R/0-169 MCD Colony,
Sameypur,Badali Delhi-110042,
inform that father name
wrongly,written Bhan Singhin
MCD record but correct name
Karam Veer. 0040589444-10

I,SHUBH SINGHAL,S/0 DEEPAK
KUMAR SINGHAL,R/0 J-59,
RAJOURI GARDEN,NEW DELHI-
110027,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME,FROM SHUBH SINGAL to
SHUBH SINGHAL,IN FUTURE,
FORALL PURPOSE.

0040589444-1

I,Rahul Malik R/0-H. No.19,Shri
Ram Colony,Sector-4,
Gurugram,Haryana,have
changed my daughter’s name
from Snaaya Malik to Krisha
Malik,for all,future purpose.

0040589434-4

I,RAMBALI S/0 RAJKUMAR
SHARMA R/0 KHASRANO.159,
GALINO.16,SAMTA VIHAR,PART-
1, MUKANDPUR,DELHI-
110042.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAMBALI SHARMA.

0040589434-1

I,Pulipati Venkata
Satyanarayana, father of JC-
285953F,Sub (AIG) Pulipati
Vankata Naresh presently
residing at Vill- Paul Nagar,P/O-
Contonment, Tehsil/District -
Vizianagaram, Andhra
Pradesh,pin - 535003. | have
changed my name from
Venkata Satyanarayana to
Pulipati Venkata
Satyanarayanadueto
mismatch in sheet roll and my
(Do Bis01-01-1957).It needs
correction. Objections be filed
to concerned authorities
within seven days

0020428660-1

I,Swarn Swnhey W/0 N0.249165K
Cx-JWOK S Sawhney R/o
Flat.No-13, G/F, Vidya
Apartment, Inder Enclave,
Paschim Vihar Delhi-87, have
changed my name to Swaran
Kaur Sahni. 0040588802-11

I,Teena Mehta W/o Amit Kumar
Pasricha, R/0-Flat.No.114, 3rd-
Floor,Lok Vihar CGHS Ltd,
Vikas-puri, New Delhi-110018,
have changed my name from
Teena Mehta to Teena
Pasricha, forall future
purposes. 0040589430-1

I,Pulipati Rajaratnam,mother of
JC-285953F,Sub (AIG) Pulipati
Vankata Naresh presently
residing at Vill- Paul Nagar,P/O-
Contonment, Tehsil/District -
Vizianagaram, Andhra
Pradesh,pin - 535003. | have
changed my name from
Rajaratnam to Pulipati
Rajaratnam due to mismatch
insheetrolland my (Do Bis 13-
07-1965).It needs correction.
Objections befiled to
concerned authorities within
seven days 0020428662-1

I,PERVINDER KAUR W/O
MANVINDER SINGH R/O WZ-
283/80A,WEST-BLOCK,
STREETNO.2,VISHNU GARDEN,
DELHI-110018.CHANGED MY
NAME TO PARVINDER KAUR.

0040589434-2

I,NO-12954108L, Ex- NK- (TS)
Anaytullah Khan, Village-
Paraypora Kalaroos, post-
kalaroose,Tehsil/ District -
Kupwara. In my service records
the name and DoB of my son
has been wrongly mentioned
as Wasim Khan(D o B- 05April-
2002) instead of Wasim Ahmad
Khan (D o0 B- 04 April-2001). It
needs correction. Objections
be filed to concerned
authorities within seven days.

0020428663-1

I,Nirav Chandrakant Mehta
R/0.C-234, Second-Floor,
Sushant-Lok-3,Sector-57,
Gurgaon(Haryana)-122001,
have changed my Son’s
name,from Tirth to Tirth Nirav
Mehta. 0040589434-7

I,Nirav Chandrakant Mehta
R/0.C-234, Second-Floor,
Sushant Lok-3,Sector-57,
Gurgaon(Haryana)-122001,
have changed my Daughter’s
name,from Twesha Mehtato
Twesha Nirav Mehta.

0040589434-6

I,Neelam Arora W/o-Anil Kumar
Bajaj R/0.A-14/3 Rana Pratap-
Bagh Delhi-110007,Have
Changed my Nameto Neelam
Bajaj,For All future purposes.

0040589444-9

I,Mustkim Ahmed,S/0 Abdul
AzizR/0.C_23/70khla Vihar
Jamia-Nagar,New Delhi-
110025.have changed my name
to Mustageem Ahmed,for all
purposes. 0040589444-4

I,Kunal Singhal,S/o Ram Avtar
DhaggaR/0.C-72,Sanjay-
Enclave, Uttam-Nagar,Delhi-
110059,have changed my minor
Son name Raghav to Raghav
Singhal.

0040589473-3

I, Shazia Taj, D/o Abad Ahmad
Fazli R/0-K-36, Second-Floor,
Batla House, Okhla, Delhi-
110025, have changed my name
to Shazia Farooq Fazli.

0040589473-4

I,Kuldeep S/o Om Prakash,R/o C-
1303 Star Rameshwaram,
Rajnagar Extension Ghaziabad
-201017(U.P.)Have Changed My
Name To Kuldeep Singh.

0040589444-8

1,Khushboo D/o Parveen Gupta
R/0-83, Gali.No.18,Baldev-
Nagar, Near-Ganga Giri Mandir
Gurgaon(Haryana)-122001,
have changed my nameto
Khushboo Gupta,for all
purposes. 0040589434-5

1,KM. NILAM DEVI,W/0 RAKESH
TIWARI, R/0 RZF-2/92, FIRST-
FLOOR, STREET.NO 04,
MAHAVIR ENCLAVE,NEW
DELHI-110045,changed my
name to NEELAM TIWARI.

0040589444-5

l,Jasvinder Singh Bhamara,S/o
Satvinder Singh Bhamara
R/0.Plot.N0-41,Kh.No-41/21,
Shikshak-Vihar, Nilothi-Extn,
Nangloi,Delhi-110041,have
changed my name JASVINDER
SINGH. 0040589461-10

1,JYOTI KUMARI W/O NISHANT
SINGH R/0 C-80,FIRST-FLOOR,
SUDERSHAN-PARK,MOTI-
NAGAR,DELHI-110015.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO JYOTI
SINGH. 0040589434-3

l,Ganga Mahesh,W/0 Mahesh
A,residing at,Harisree,
Kudassanad P.0,Alappuzha
district,Kerala-689512,have
changed my name,from Ganga
Maheshto GangaPS, vide-
affidavit dated-27.0ct.21.

0040589473-6

1,Dipti/Deepti Aggarwal,W/o
Kunal Singhal,R/0 C-72,Sanjay-
Enclave,Uttam-Nagar Delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to DeeptiSinghal.

00405894731

I,DEEPAK KUMAR SINGHAL,S/0
BHIKU RAM R/0.J-59,RAJOURI
GARDEN,NEW DELHI-110027,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME,
FROM DEEPAK KUMAR to
DEEPAK KUMAR SINGHAL,IN
FUTURE,FOR ALL PURPOSE.

0040589444-2

I,Balwinder Kaur W/o-Sh.
Pradeep Sharma R/0.A1-001,
Prabhkar CHSL Sector-4,
Shanti-Nagar, Mira-Road, East
Maharashtra-401107,have
changed my name to Preeti
Pradeep Sharma.

0040589434-9

I,Annu D/o Balwant Singh,W/o
Mr.Vikas Kumar,H.No0.224,
KH.N0.107, Rajpur Extension,
Rajpur-Khurd,South Delhi-
110068,have changed my name
to AnnuBoken. 0040589434-8

I, Pranshuman S/0 Jian Prasad
Roy, R/O Flat no. 401, DPS
Apartment, Plot no. 16, Sector-
4,Dwarka, New Delhi-110075,
have changed my name from
Pranshuman to Pranshuman
Roy vide affidavit dated 12th
October2021. 0050185837-1

I, Nadeem Khan S/o Abdul
Mugeem Khan R/0 Houe No-
596, E/22, Zakir Nagar, Okhla,
New Delhi110025, have
changed my minor son’s name
from Anzal Khan aged 9 years
to Ameer Hamza Khan forever

0070758935-1

I, Manish Kumar S/o
Radheshyam R/o0 B-299,
Himalaya Enclave Indirapuram
Khora Ghaziabad UP-201309,
changed my name to Mann.

0040589473-9

I, Jaspal Kaur W/o Daljeet Singh
Bedi R/0-A-97, Upper-Ground
Floor Asha Park Tilak Nagar
New Delhi-110018, have
changed my nameto Jaspal
Kaur Bedi. 0040589473-8

I, Indra Pal Singh S/o Bhanwar
Singh R/0 M-3,9/24, Sector-3,
Rajender Nagar, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201005, have changed my
minor son’s name from
Samarth aged 17 years to
Samarth Singh forever

0070758931-1

l,Enesha Chopra D/o Rajan
ChopraR/o0- A 39, Ashok Vihar,
Phase-1, Delhi-110052, | hereby
declare that both the names
Enesha Chopra (holder of
Adhar No. 658824150851) and
Eneesha Chopra (with
passport no. M0258766)
pertains to one and the same
personi.e myself.

0040589385-1

I, Chetna Chopra, resident of
B613-PanchvatiSociety,
Vikaspuri, Delhi, wife of
TapanPravinchandra Vyas,
declare that the full name of
my daughter bornon
29/06/2021 is ARNICA VYAS
vide affidavit notarized on
20/10/2021 at Delhi

0050185904-1

I, CHANDRAKALA BAIRAGI, W/O
SITARAM SHARMA, R/0
SHEOPUR, WARD.NO.7, M.P-
476337,changed my name to
CHANDRAKALA SHARMA.

0040589433-8

I, Anshika D/o Anoj Kumar Singh
No0.8431525W NK/ PO R/0 WZ-
1313,Nangal Raya,Delhi-46
have changed my name
toAnshika Kumari.

0040589433-1

I,ASHEESH KUMAR SINGH S/O
GAJRAMSINGH R/0 1C/34,
THIRD-FLOOR,NEW ROHTAK-
ROAD,KAROL BAGH,DELHI-
110005.CHANGED MY NAMETO
ASHEESH KUMAR.

0040589444-7

I, Anju Devi W/o Kamal Kishore
No0.706208L SGT R/0 H/n0.1530,
Block-B, Jain-Nagar Village,
Karala,Delhi-110081 have
changed my name to Anju.

0040589433-2

,ANIRUDHA DAS,S/O-LATE
SH.VASKAR DAS R/0 H.NO.119,
SECTOR 37,NOIDA, G.B.NAGAR,
U.P.HAVE CHANGED MY NAME,
FROM ANIRUDHA DASTO
ANIRUDH DAS,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040589444-3

I, Akansha Choudhary D/O
Ashok Choudhary R/0 T-3, Ekta
Homes, Shalimar Garden Ext-2,
Ghaziabad -201005 have
changed my name to Akansha
Chaudhary for all future
purposees. 0040589431-1

I, Vini Dhamija W/o Sumit
Dhamija R/0 301, Raision,
Ahinsa Khand - Il,Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad havechanged my
minor daughter’s name (born
9.11.2006) from Kkayesha
Dhamija to Kayisha Dhamijaa
forall purposes. 0040589417-1

I, ANKIT MAHESHWARI S/0 ANIL
MAHESHWARI, R/0 D-169/32,
Block-D, Sector-50,Noida, UP-
201301,have changed my minor
son name from AYAAN toAYAN
MAHESHWARI. 0040589433-6

1, Sunita kumar w/o Mukesh
kumar Bhotey Residents of A-
60 Sector 23 Noida, Gautam
Budh Nagar, (U.P) Have
changed my name to SUNITA
KUMAR BHOTEY for all future
purposes. 0040589427-1

I, ADITYA KUMAR S/O-MOHAN
MURARI AGRAWAL, R/0-1318,
Block-H3 HIG-2, Mahagun
Moderne, Sector-78, Noida,
UP,have changed my name to
ADITYA KUMAR AGRAWAL.

0040589433-5

1, Sindhu N W/0 N0.15369756W
NK, Lt.Suresh Kumar.K.R,R/0,
Quater No.-B-5, Type-4,Tower-
4,Kidwai Nagar,Delhi-23,have
changed my name to Sindhu
Suresh. 0040589433-3

I, SITARAM BAIRAGI,S/O
RAMCHAND, R/0 SHEOPUR,
WARD NO 7, MADHYA PRADESH
476337,changed my name to
SITARAM SHARMA.

0040589433-9

1, Shikha W/o Mahesh Gupta R/o0
Flat No:-378, Sec-28, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, UP-201301
have changed my name to
Shikha Jindal Gupta forall
future purposes. 0070758951-1

I, AARTI Uniyal W/o Manish
Uniyal, R/0 C-8/74, Dayal Pur
Near Adharshila School, Dellhi
110094. Have changed my
name to Arti Uniyal for all
future purposes. 0040589457-1

IShamim Abdul Vali Ansari W/o
Abdul Vali R/o Bibipur, Bibipur,
Mau, Uttar Pradesh-276306,
have changed my nameto
Samim Aara 0070758932-1

l, Sangeeta Rani W/o- Jasbhir
Singh R/0.- D-805, AIG Park
Avenue, Gaur City-1, Greater
Noida West Gautam Budh
Nagar U.P. 201301 have
changed my name Sangita
Singh to Sangeeta Rani for all
future purpose. Sangita Singh
and Sangeeta Rani both are
same person. 0070758954-1

IRiya Jaiswal D/o Ranveer Singh
and W/o Amit Jaiswal R/o
House No-161, top Floor,
Ambarhi Extension, Sector-19,
Dwarka, Amberhai, Delhi-
110075, have changed my name
toRiyaNagar 0070758934-1

1, SakshiBansal, D/o Mr. Rakesh
Kumar, R/0 Q-33,Budh Vihar,
Phase-1, New Delhi- 110086, do
hereby solemnly affirm &amp;
declare that | have changed my
name from Sakshi (incorrect
Name) to SakshiBansal
(correct Name) for all future
purposes videAffidavit dated
27.10.2021. 0040589415-1

IRiya D/O Rajesh Kumar,R/O
GH-14/954, Paschim Vihar
Delhi-110087,have changed my
name to Riya Roddey.

0040589444-6

INeelam Malhotra w/o Padam
Malik R/O D-6, Greater Kailash
Enclave-1,New Delhi-110048,
have changed my name
Neelam Malik. 00707589521

1, RAJNEESH S/0 Gian Chand
Vashist R/0 E 302, Anusandhan
Appts, Plot No.22,Sector 6,
Dwarka New Delhi 110075, have
changed my nameto
RAJNEESH VASHISHT

0050185824-1

IKavneet Singh D/0 Amandeep
SinghR/0111 Parmarth
Apartments, Vikas Puri, New
Delhi- 110018 have changed
my name to Kavneet Singh
Kaur. 0070758917-1

I, Premkumar Thompson Leela
S/0-Shri Markose Thompson,
R/0-C-332,Divya Jyoti
Apartments, Sector-19, Rohini,
Delhi-110089, have changed the
name of my minor son fromPJ
Benjamin to Benjamin Prem
Jyothy. 0040589449-1

IDevanshi Kapoor D/O, Neelu
Kapoor R/0 7-8 Raj Block,
Naveen Shahdara, Delhi-110032
have changed my name to
Divanshi Kapoor for all
purposes. 0040589419-1

I, KAJAL PARSHAR,W/O-MOHIT
VIKRAM SINGH, R/0.C5/904,
SUPERTECH-ECOVILLAGE-2,
SECTOR-16B, GREATER-NOIDA
WEST, GAUTAMBUDH-NAGAR,
U.P-201306, changed my name
to KAJAL PARASHAR.

0040589433-10

IDeepak S/o Prakash Chand R/o
RZ-324,Power House, Roshan
Garden, Najafgarh Delhi-
110043,have changed my name
to Deepak Kumar.

0040589433-7

I Alam Abdul Vali Ansari Shah
S/0 Abdul Vali R/o Imilia,
Belthara Road, Ballia, Uttar
Pradesh-221715, have changed
my name to Shah Alam

0070758933-1

IAMIT S/0 NARESH KUMAR, R/0
HNO -1968 A, MALKA GANJ,
BHIM GALI, Malka Ganj, Delhi -
110007, have changed my name
to AMIT KUMAR. 0070758949-1

I DEV Prakash S/o Ramgopal R/o
H.No-242, A Asola Village, Fateh
Pur Beri, South Delhi-110074
declare that name of mine and
my minor son has been
wrongly written as Devender
Sarswat and Mintu Sarswatin
my minor son Mintu aged 16
yearsin his 10th Class
Educational Documents. The
actual name of mine and my
minor son are Dev Prakash and

PUBLIC NOTICE

On the instruction of my client Dr. Mukesh
Agarwal S/o Chandra Kailash Agrawal, aged
54 years, R/o H.No. 337, Sector-4, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, the general
public is informed that his wife Mrs. Vimmi
Agarwal expired on 26.09.2009, leaving
behind my client and two children Ms. Ritika
Agarwal (daughter), aged 26 years, and Mr.
Divyansh Agarwal (son), aged 21 years Mrs.
Vimmi Agarwal & my above client are the
joint owners of Entire Ground Floor without
roof rights, of Property No. 163, area
measuring 250.93 sq.mtrs., Sector-4,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad, U.P., if anyone claims
to be legal heir/s of Late Mrs. Vimmi Agarwal,
he/she/they contact me/undersigned at my
below mentioned contact number within 07
days from the publication of notice.
Sd/- RAMESH KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
Enrolment No. D/2421/99
Mob. No. 9810029482

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Sh. Satish Chandra Khanna
S/o Late Sh. Hukum Chand Khanna R/o
CC-2/002, Cape Town, Sector-74,
Noida-201301 have debarred and
disowned his daughter in laws Smt.
Neha Khanna W/o Dr. Sameer Khanna
and Smt. Anmol Khanna W/o Sh.
Ashish Khanna from all his moveable
and immovable properties and also
severed all his relations with them due
to their disobedience. My client shall not
be responsible for their acts.

Sd/-

Mintu. 0040589413-1 Anil Kumar Singh
Advocate
Ch. No. 1901 CIVIL WING, TIS
HAZARI COURT, DELHI-110054
LOST & FOUND

| Deepak KambojS/o Sh.Om
Prakash Kamboj R/0 5, Street
No.6, East Guru Angad Nagar,
LaxmiNagar, Delhi-110092
have lost my property
documents i.e. Will executed
on 11.12.1991 by Sh.
B.M.Sharma in favour of Smt.
Sunita Anand of Property
No.14-B, Kundan Nagar, Delhi-
110092. Finders may contact at
aboveaddress.  0040589406-4

I, Chitra Mahajan D/o Shri Gajraj
Singh Mahajan R/0111-D,
Pocket-4, Mayur Vihar Phase-1
Delhi-110091 had lost 10th
class Original Certificate roll
n0.46816 result out year 1983
from Delhi, CBSE and
Graduation degree B.Sc Home
Scienceroll no. 1347 result out
year 1988 from Delhi University.
Finder may Contact:
9810388436 0040589465-1

I, Arjun Kumar, S/0 Shri Ram
Rattan and Smt. Shivalika
Sharma, W/O-Shri Arjun Kumar
both, R/0-39, Goodwill
Apartment, Plot No.48, Sector-
13, Rohini, Delhi-110085, has
lost my original Allotment
letter of above said
property(purchased by me
fromits original allottee Mr.
Amrik Singh Chopra )Finder
please Contact.9910892391.

0040589449-3

l,Alexander K. I, inform that
I,have lost original-allotment
letter,A-504/1/977 of my flat.B-
62 kendriy vihar Sec-51,Noida
on-25.10.2021 in Noida,sector-
51 Market.Finder Contact:-
9868249585 0040589461-9

Lost my original property sale
deed of House.N0.759/28,
Gali.No.13,New Jyoti
Park,Gurugram,Haryana,vide
Vasika.No0.5751,Dt.10.12.1987,
Vasika.No.11835,Dt.05.03.1991,
Vasika.N0.7978,Dt.07.08.1995,
Vasika.N0.17145,Dt.03.03.1997,
Vasika.No.64,Dt.02.04.2003.Find
er pls contact:Chanchal Chugh
W/0-Sh.Krishan Kumar R/o-
House.No0.759/28,Gali.No.13,
New Juoti Park, Gurugram,
Haryana. 0040589434-10

ADMISSION

TRINITY

INSTITUTE

OF PROFESSIONAL
STUDIES

(Ranked A+ category
institution of GGSIPU &
Approved by BCl, Delhi)
SECTOR - 9, DWARKA,

NEW DELHI - 110075

Admission Under

Management Quota

(Session - 2021-22)
Open for the
following Courses:

Reservation as per rules
Applications are invited

(Apply within 18 days)
www.tips.edu.in

TRINITY

(Affiliated to GGSIP University
& Approved by BCI & AICTE)
2BI1, Knowledge Park-lli,
Greater Noida,
Uttar Pradesh - 201308
Applications invited for
Admission Under
Management Quota
(Session - 2021-22)
for the
following Courses:

(CSE, IT, ECE)

Lateral Entry Program

B.Tech

(CSE & IT)

BBA

Reservations as per rules
(Apply within 18 days)
www.tiips.ac.in

Contact: 8929073509 / 10

PUBLIC NOTICE

Know all men by this public notice that
my clientess Smt. Beena Sharma W/o
Lt. Sh. Ramesh kumar Sharma R/o H.
No. C-1/37/9, Rama Vihar
Mohammadpur Majri, North District,
Delhi- 110081 got solemnized marriage
between her son namely Sh. Toshit
Sharma with Smt. Savita Sharma on
10.12.2016. However son of my
clientess with his wife started separate
kitchen and my clientess is having

I Akarsh Dhiman S/0, Rakesh
Dhiman R/o Flat Number -1201
HBlock Wembley Estate Sector
49 Gurgaon have changed my
name to Aakarsh Dhiman

0040589489-1

one. My clientess has no
connection whatsoever either with his
son, his wife and child and there is no
responsibility or liability of my clientess
in respect thereof. Any person dealing
or having any connection, shall be
dealing with their own responsibility and
my clientess cannot be made

responsible for the same.
Sd/- K. SUNIL (ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. 69, C.L. Joseph Block
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
TAPAN MAJUMDAR S/0
MAHANAND MAJUMDAR R/O 6/203,
DAKSHIN PURI EXTN., SOUTH
DELHI, DELHI-110062 declare that
name of my wife and my minor|
daughter RANJANA MAJUMDAR
aged 14 years has been wrongly
written as REETA MAJUMDER and
RANJANA MAJUMDER in my minor
daughter’s School Records and the
name of my wife has been wrongly
written as REETA in my minor
daughter’s Birth Certificate. The actual
name of my wife and my minor
daughter are RITA MAJUMDAR and
RANJANA MAJUMDAR respectively,
which may be amended accordingly.

Hrelstiaer  g=EAw
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SR. | NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING AMOUNT/ WEBSITE OF THE NODAL
No. | BOARD/ DATE EMD BOARD CORP/AUTH | OFFICER/CONTACT
CORP/ CLOSING (APPROX.) DETAILS/EMAIL
AUTH DATE (TIME) |  IN RUPEES
1 HSIIDC | SWEEPINGOFMETALLEDROADSINCLUD- | 29.10.2021 7.61 LACS https:/etenders.hrynicin | = 9416782243
INGBERMS(ROW)COMPLETE AT HSIIDC | 12.11.2021 ia.saha@hsiidc.org.in
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, AMBALA CANTT.
2 HSIIDC | UP-GRADATIONREPAIR OF BALANCE | 29.10.2021 | 2652.60 LACS | piins:/jetenders.hry.nic.in 0130-2370586
ROADS AND THEREAFTER DLP & 18.11.2021 iakundli@hsiidc.org.in
MAINTENANCE OF 36 MONTHS AT IE
KUNDLI, DISTRICT SONEPAT.
5375/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

Sr. | NAME OF THE OLD

NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM

SEOWERMNMMERT OF HARYANS, et ] e o L m b ]

WEBSITE OF THE
DEPARTMENT

NODAL OFFICER/
CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

No. DEPARMENT REFERENCE/
NIT NO.
1. IRRIGATION & | NO 2662-87/NIT
WATER DT 06/09/2021
RESOURCES
DEPARTMENT
HARYANA NUH

THE DATE OF RECEIPT OF THE TENDER INVIT-
ED VIDE THIS OFFICE LETTER NO 2662-87/NIT
DATED 06.09.2021 WORK AT SR NO.1 IS
EXTENDED UPTO 18.10.2021 AND CORRIGEN-
DUM ISSUED VIDE THIS OFFICE NIT NO 2508-
32/NIT DT 29.09.2021 NOW THE TENDER WILL
BE OPENED ON 16.11.2021 ALL OTHER TERMS
AND CONDITIONS SHALL REMAIN THE SAME

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

9560573807
xen-wsnuh.irr@gov.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaep

gov.in or www.

hry.nic.in 5376/HRY

shAieh [1165/a.f.8m./ 2021
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Publish Date:

26-10-2021 16:00

Pri Bid Meeting Date:

08-11-2021 16:00

Document Download / Sale Start Date:

26-10-2021 16:30

Bid Submission End Date:

10-11-2021 17:30

Bid Submission Start Date:

26-10-2021 17:00

Bid Opening Date:

12-11-2021 15:30
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SANJEEV JAIN
(Advocate)
Enrl.No. D/226/1991

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the general
public that my client Sh. Sunil Bhasin S/o-
Lt. Sh. hasin, R/o- 534, Dr.
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-110009 has
severed all relationships with his
Daughter-in-Law Smt. Sapna W/o- Lt.
Sh. Himanshu Bhasin D/o- Lt. Sh. Dinesh
Kumar R/o- 28/51, Kasturba Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032, due to her bad
behaviortowards my client. My client has
disowned and barred Smt. Sapna from all
of his movable as well as immovable
properties and any relationship
whatsoever with Smt. Sapna and my
client has now come to an end. My client
shall not be responsible for any actions
on her part and any one dealing with her
in any manner whatsoever, shall be at
his/her own risk and the same will be of
no concern/responsibility to my client.
YASHASWI SK CHOCKSEY
ADVOCATE Chamber No. 277, Civil
Side, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby inform
that my client Sh. Rajpal S/o Late
Sh. Hukam Chand R/o
H.No0.127, Mitraon Village,
Najafgarh, South-West Delhi,
New Delhi-110043 has severed
her all relations with his son
namely Nitin and his wife namely
Smt. Aarti and disowned/
disinherited them from all his
movable and immovable
properties with immediate effect
due to they are non-cooperative
and non-obeying nature and my
client shall not be responsible for
any act done by them in any
manner.

c}:\;ﬁ"'gg BWARKA COURTS.

NEW DELHI - 110075
MOB.: 9582891809

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be It known to all the General Public
that my client SMT. REETIDUAis the

intending purchaser of Property
Bearing No. N-16, Rajouri Garden,
New Delhi-110027, Any claim or|
oppositions to the said Property must
be lodged within 15 days from the
date of this publication, failing which
will be presumed that there are no
claims or oppositions and my client
shall complete any transactions.
Claims or oppositions received after
|the said 15 days shall not be binding
on my client. Please contact to Mrs.
Reeti Dua, W/o Sh. Kewal Krishan
Dua R/o D-23, Second Floor, Ajay
Enclave, New Delhi at 9711226050,
Hemant Madan at 9811474085
within 15 days from the date of

Publication of this notice.
Hemant Madan (Advocate)
Enrol. No. D-919/2010

PUBLIC NOTICE

For & on behalf of my clients (1)
Dikshant Saini (2) Raji Saini & (3)
Prachi Gogia, | severed public
notice that my clients are the
owners & possession of entire
first floor (without roof) of]
property No.J-6, Area 160 Sq.
Yds. Rajouri Garden, New Delhi,
having title of will deed executed
on 14/02/1986 (Regd.) executed
by Principal Party Smt. Sumitra
Devi in favour of her only
daughter Smt. Surinderjeet Kaur.
|'f anybody have any objection of
claim against the said property or
will deed, then come forward
within 15 days before me.

Inder Kumar Kathuria (Advocate)
Enrl. No.D-2030/99, # 9810130309

PUPLIC NOTICE
1, Sorabh Gupta S/o N.K.Gupta R/o 24,
School Lane, Bengali Market,New
Delhi, have lost copy of documents
pertaining to property bearing
residential unit no. 301, 2nd. floor, in
building constructed on plot no 12, plot
land area measuring 330sq. yards in
block no 205-B, known as 24, school
lane Bengali Market, New Delhi.
1. copy of Wil dated 11.12.1950
executed by Shri Gopal Chand S/o Shri.
Girdhari Lal in favor of his daughter
namely Smt. Shahzad Piari W/o Shri.
Jagdish Sahai Mathur.
2.Copy of Death Certificate of Shri
Gopal Chand S/o Shri. Girdhari Lal.
3.Copy of substitution letter no. LI-
9/205-B(12)/68 dated 13.01.1969
issued by Land & Development officer
in the name of Smt. Shahzad Piari W/o
Shri. Jagdish Sahai Mathur.
4.Copy of death certificate of Smt.
Shahzad Piari W/o Shri. Jagdish Sahai
Mathur.
5.Copy of Substitution letter no. L-IV-
9/205-B (12)/88/322 dated 01.07.1988
issued by Asstt. Settlement
commissioner for and on behalf of the
president of India in the favor of Shri.
Sudhir Behari Mathur and Shri.
Raghuvansh Behari Mathur.
6.Copy of agreement for the
sale/collaboration Agreement dated
10.01.1990 executed between Shri.
Sudhir Behari Mathur and shri.
Raghuvash Behari Mathur, both S/o
Shri. Jagdish Sahai Mathur as the first
party and M/s Creation Industries (P)
Finder may contact above address.

“IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

».  JHARKHAND BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
; CIN No. U40108JH2013SGC001702

/ Regd. Office : Engineering Building, H.E.C., Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004
= Telephone :-0651-2400799 & Fax : 0651-2400799 / https://www.jbvnl.co.in

3™ Extension Notice NIT No. : 118/PR/JBVNL/2021-22

JBVNL.
Calandar of Events :

Jharkhand Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited, Hqr. Office at Dhurwa, Ranchi — 834004, Jharkhand
invites E-Tender Notice for bid from eligible Bidders for SMS Gatewary (Push / Pull / OTP) Services in

Sl. No. Description

Details

1 Name of Work

SMS Gateway (Push / Pull / OTP)

Services in JBVNL.

fed vd wefea § st
Bl Sfel BT o 1800 345 6570 UX Tl HRTY |
PR No. 252912

2 Date of Publication of NIT on website 08.09.2021
3 Last Date / Time for receipt of bids 08.11.2021 at 04:00 PM
4 Date and Time for opening of technical bid 09.11.2021 at 05 PM
Note: The tender documents with detailed conditions can be downloaded from website

http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in and all relevant documents as mentioned in the tender documents should be
uploaded only through online E-Tender portal / website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in.

| PUAT 3T RIpradi

PR 255711 Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd (21-22)_D

Sd/-
General Manager (IT)

Govt. of Jharkhand, Office of the Executive Engineer
Soil Investigation Division, Advance Planning,

Road Construction Department, Ranchi.
NirupanBhawan, 3°Floor,Room No. 413 , Doranda,Ranchi-834002 Email- eercdapsid-jhr@nic.in

e-Procurement Very Short Term Notice

e-Tender Ref No: RCD/SID/AP/RAN/15/2021-22Dated-26.10.2021

1 | Name Of Work

Consultancy services for preparation of Detailed project report for
Strengthening and Widening /Re -construction of ITI more to Ukrid
more (Bokaro) from the consultants empanelled with RCD under
category-I vide letter No 686(S) WE Dated 29.01.2019.

Drone survey must be done for road.

2 | Tentative Length of Work

8.0 Km

3| Period of Completion of Work

90 Days

on Official Website

4 | Date/Time of Publication of Tender| 28.10.2021, 05:00 PM

5 | Last Date/Time of Bid Submission

08.11.2021, 11:30 AM

6 | Last Date/Time of Submission of
Tender Fee & EMD

08.11.2021, 11:30 AM

7 | Date and Time of Bid opening

09.11.2021, 12:30 PM

8| Tender Inviting Authority

E.E, S.I.D, A.P.,RCD,Ranchi, Ph.- 0651-2490406

9 | Bid Submission Address

Chief Engineer(Communication),Road Construction Department, 1
Floor, Engineer Hostel No.-2, Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004

10 | Mode of Bid Submission

e-tendering(http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)

PR.NO.255699 Road(21-22):D

For further information please go through the websitee-tendering(http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)

Soil Investigation Division
Advance PlanningR.C.D, Ranchi.

Executive Engineer
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Biggest medal haul,
longest list of awardees

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
OCTOBER27

THE UNPRECEDENTED medal haul by Indian
sportspersons at this year's Olympics and
Paralympics has resulted in a highest-ever
number of recommendations for the Khel
Ratna and Arjuna Awards.

Tokyo Olympics javelin throw champion
Neeraj Chopra, silver medallist wrestler Ravi
Dahiya, bronze-winning boxer Lovlina
Borgohain and hockey goalkeeper PR Sreejesh
are among 11 names selected for the Major
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna, the country’s high-
est sporting honour.

India had its biggest medal haul at the
Tokyo Olympics with one gold, two silver and
four bronze medals. The other three medal-
lists — wrestler Bajrang Punia, shuttler PV
Sindhu and weightlifter Mirabai Chanu — have
already been conferred with the Khel Ratna.

The 23-year-old Chopra became only the
second Indian to win an individual Olympic
gold medallist after Abhinav Bindrain the 10m
air rifle shooting event at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics. India had sent its biggest-ever
Olympic contingent to Tokyo this year.

All five gold medallists from the Tokyo
Paralympics were also shortlisted for the Khel
Ratna on Wednesday. They are Avani Lekhara
(shooting), Manish Narwal (shooting), Sumit
Antil (athletics), Pramod Bhagat (badminton)
and Krishna Nagar (badminton).

India returned with 19 medals - including
five gold, eight silver and six bronze - from the
Paralympics. In addition, the selection com-
mittee also named footballer Sunil Chhetriand
women's Test cricket captain Mithali Rajin the
list, which will now be sent to the union sports
ministry for approval.

The announcement of the national sports
awards was delayed so that performances at
the Paralympics could also be considered.

The panel also named as many as 35 ath-
letes for the Arjuna Award, including cricketer
Shikhar Dhawan, para table tennis player
Bhavina Patel, para shuttler Suhas Yathirajand
high jumper Nishad Kumar.

Others selected by the panel for the Arjuna
Award include all of Sreejesh’s bronze-win-
ning teammates, women'’s hockey players
Vandana Katariya and Monika, fencer Bhavani
Devi, boxer Simranjit Kaur, wrestler Deepak
Punia, pistol shooter Abhishek Verma, boxer
Simranyjit Kaur, kabaddi player Sandeep Narwal
and women'’s tennis player Ankita Raina.

Mallakhamb player Himani Uttam Parab
and Arpinder Singh (triple jump, athletics)are
also among those getting the nod for the hon-
our. Five athletes were selected for the Khel
Ratna last year while four received it after the
2016 Rio Games. The number of names short-
listed for the Arjuna Award last year was 27.

Former sports minister Kiren Rijiju had
sought to explain the large number of

HONOUR ROLL

B KHEL RATNA: Neeraj Chopra
(athletics), Ravi Dahiya (wrestling),
PR Sreejesh I
(hockey), Lovlina
Borgohain (boxing),
Sunil Chettri
(football), Mithali Raj
(cricket), Pramod
Bhagat (badminton),
Sumit Antil (athletics), Avani Lekhara,
Manish Narwal (shooting), Krishna
Nagar (badminton)

B ARJUNA: Hockey men's Olympic
bronze medal winning team barring
Manpreet Singh and PR Sreejesh,
who have been past recipient of
Arjuna, Shikhar Dhawan (cricket),
Arpinder Singh (athletics), Simranjit
Kaur (boxing), Bhavani Devi
(fencing), Monika (hockey),
Vandana Katariya (hockey),
Abhishek Verma (shooting),
Sandeep Narwal (kabaddi), Ankita
Raina (tennis) Deepak Punia
(wrestling), Bhavina Patel (table
tennis), Yogesh Kathuniya (discus),
Nishad Kumar (high jump), Praveen
Kumar (high jump) Sharad Kumar
(high jump), Suhas LY (badminton),
Singhraj Adhana (shooting),
Harvinder Singh (archery)

awardees arguing that India’s performance at
international competitions had improved con-
siderably in recent times. Not too long ago,
there used to be not more than one Khel Ratna
awardee in a year, and sometimes no one was
conferred the honour if the committee didn’t
deem anyone worthy of it.

Meanwhile, para athlete Sumit Antil, who
won a gold medal in javelin throw in Tokyo,
said he will apply for the Arjuna Award in fu-
ture despite being selected for the higher ho-
nour. “Though I had applied for the Arjuna
Award, 1 am happy that the committee found
me suitable for this award (Khel Ratna). [ am
honoured toreceive this award. Butin future[
shall apply for the Arjuna Award too, as since
childhood I had dreamt to be an Arjuna
Awardee. And if people think that it is for
money, | announce that [ will give the award
money of the Arjuna Award, if I win, to char-
ity,” Antil said in a statement.

Also, athletics coaches Radhakrishna Nair

and TP Ouseph as well as hockey coach
Sandeep Sangwan are among those selected
for the Dronacharya award. The Khel Ratna
awardees receive Rs 25 lakh and a citation,
while the Arjuna award carries a prize purse
of Rs 15 lakh each and a citation.

INTERVIEW: PANKAJ ADVANI

‘You'd be surprised how many

fromremote parts love cue sports’

NATASHASINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 27

ACE CUEIST Pankaj Advani who won the World
and Asian snooker crown multiple times,
stamped his supremacy at the GSC World
Snooker Qualifiers by winning all 12 matches
(6 each in the Y-Camp and Z-Camp). He will
now represent India in the World Snooker
Championship in Doha.

After winning the recent 24th world title
at the IBSF 6-Red Snooker World Cup held in
Doha, Advani spoke about the misconceptions
related to the sport and the difficulty of switch-
ing to Billiards from Snooker. Excerpts:

Did the forced lockdown adversely affect
your career?

Thisis avery different kind of momentum
because we have played tournaments with
gaps of six months due to the pandemic situ-
ation. International tournaments happened
after two years.

I don't have the table at home, was out of
practice and had one month to prepare.Iwas
perhaps the most under-prepared ever for the
event. It is difficult because there is no other
life that we really know as athletes.

The first lockdown was of course a wel-
come break. But then there were alot more se-
rious things to think about, especially with
what the world is going through - the econ-
omy, health, losing loved ones. Everyone has
lost somebody to Covid that they were close
to. So our priorities changed fora while and in
away brought perspective. It made me more
hungry and made me realise that thisis some-
thing I love doing and to never take it for
granted.

What is the importance of physical fitness
and flexibility in asport that doesn't demand
alot of strenuous movement?

Fitness actually plays abigrole in our sport,
contrary to what the general perception of it
is. People think you don't need to be strong or
need too much fitness and that it's just a cue
you're striking balls with. | have had back pain
since 2018, a problem which seems to be com-
ing back in phases and then it disappears and
Iworkonit. Invariably, 99% of the snooker/bil-
liards players have backissuesiif they have been
playing for over tenyears. Because you're using
the same muscles in and out, you're bending,
you're fixed in one position. So the stability
needs to be right up there as well as flexibility
because you're leaning over the table.
Strengthening of your upper body, lower body
because you're standing on your legs for so
many hours and playing.

Pankaj Advani won his 24th world title in Doha last month. Express file

You have been playing the sport for 26
years now? What changes have you
observed in the sport?

Back in the day, there were a lot of events
within India. Now, a lot more have cropped up
internationally.

Thereis alot more awareness now with so-
cial media but sadly the authorities and feder-
ations haven't capitalised on it or looked into
promoting our game, whether through social
mediaorestablishing a strong online presence.
We used to have way more televised matches
backin the day in the 90s and early 2000s. That
is something that needs to be revived.

What do you recall of the 6Reds Snooker
World Cup in Doha defeating Pakistan's
Babar Masih 7-5 in the final?

As a professional athlete, | am very clear
about how I feel and approach a match. If it is
afinal, it doesn't matter if it is against Pakistan
or Sweden or Germany or Iran or any other
country for that matter. I approach it in the
same way. But for fans and even my relatives,
snooker got really exciting asit also went down
to the wire.

But off the table, we are very good friends.
We exchange notes, discuss the game.

Do you change your approach when you
move to Billiards from Snooker or
vice-versa?

WhenIwon my first World snooker title in

2003, it was Diwali that day. When I came
home, I told my coach that [ now want to spe-
cialise in Billiards. He started laughing.

Players know how difficult it is. 99.99% are
only good in one sport and end up excelling at
that. But I must tell you, it is really difficult to
switch from Billiards to Snooker. The tech-
nique, the scoring pattern, the approach, every-
thing is contrasting, although it is played on
the same table.

Iworked on my technique specific to each
sport. My techniques are quite unorthodox.

Isitarich man's sport?

Big misconception. We have all come from
middle-class familes. The only investment you
need to make is on the cue and thatisn't very
expensive. It depends on the range and quality.
Infact, sports like badminton, tennis are much
more expensive. | understand that the access
to facilities is limited, it is more of an urban
sport butyouwould be surprised to know that
so many youngsters love the sport even from
remote corners of the country. Again, it's the
responsibility of the federation to spread it
even further, engage the youngsters and in-
crease the facilities in all areas.

— BRIEFLY ——

Boxing worlds: Govind,

Nishantadvance

Belgrade: Nishant Dev (71kg) sailed
into the second round while Govind
Sahani (48kg) made the pre-quarters
with a come-from-behind effort in his
opening bout as Indian boxers contin-
ued to impress in the AIBA Men's
World Championships on
Wednesday. While Dev notched up a
5-0 triumph over Hungary's Laszlo
Kozak, Sahani rallied from one round
down to beat Ecuador's Billy Arias
Ortiz 3-2 in an edge of seat show-
down. Dev will next fight Mauritian
Merven Clair, who got a bye in the first
round. Sahani (48kg) will be up
against Georgian Sakhil Alakhverdovi
in the round of 16. Alakhverdovi got
an opening round bye.

Railways boxers
sweep nationals

Guwahati: The Railway Sports
Promotion Board (RSPB) snared five
gold medals to claim their second suc-
cessive National Women's Boxing
Championship title on Wednesday.
Telangana's former Asian bronze-
medallist Nikhat Zareen (52kg)
emerged as the bestboxer of the event.
Zareenclinched the title in the 52kg cat-
egory by defeating Haryana's Minakshi
4-1in the final. Team RSPB ended the
event with 12 medals, including five
gold, six silver, and one bronze. Railways
boxers whowon gold include Anamika
(50kg), Shiksha (54kg), Nandini
(+81kg), 2016 World Championships
silver medallist Sonia Lather (57kg) and
Meena Rani (60kg). Haryana's Pooja
Rani,a two-time Asian champion, beat
RSPB's Nupur 5-0in the 81kg category.
Her state-mate Neetu upset World
Championships silver medallist Manju
Rani of RSPB in the 48kg category.

French Open: Sindhu

wins, Sainaretires

Paris: PV Sindhuand Lakshya Sen sailed
into the second round but it was cur-
tains for Saina Nehwal and Kidambi
Srikanth onamixed day for Indian shut-
tlers atthe French Open Super 750 bad-
minton tournament on Wednesday.
Sindhu beat Denmark's Julie Dawall
Jakobsen21-15,21-18, while Saina, who
had suffered a groin injury at Uber Cup
final, retired after lagging 11-21, 2-9
against Sayaka Takahashi of Japan.

What doyou do inyour free time?

[like watching films, TV shows on the OTT
platforms. I was watching the Morning Show
recently, it's all about journalismactually - the
politics that revolves around the media.

Lakshyadefeated Ireland's Nhat Nguyen
21-1021-16 while Sourabh Verma beat
Brazil's Ygor Coelho 22-20, 21-19.
Srikanthlost to top seed Kento Momota
18-21,22-20,21-19in 79 minutes. PTI
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Family relationships
are under the
spotlight and
domestic conditions
are in a state of some
uncertainty. You're under
definite pressure to improve
your living standards, perhaps
by making a firm and final
break with the people and
places of the past.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
The financial picture
is confusing, It's very
much up to how you
play your cards as to
whether you make massive
gains or incur a large loss, so be
very careful and stick to tried
and tested methods. You'reina
strong position, by the way, so
you should have the confidence

| oy i 1 " j,.- to pursue your personal goals.
ACROSS DOWN U | ——— : i - }
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ransportof delight? (6) . & e you wish, seize the moral
(84) 6 Philosopher who gets on with high ground
13 Architectural highlight soldiers (5) ’
(6) 7 Insignia for royalty in other CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
14 Develop part of a revolver respects (8) Today’s lunar aspects
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23 Allthose required for a full 18 Astretcher for example - 3 surge of emotional power. You
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(53) 19 Inafarce, astage direction (4) i i optimistic mood.
! E LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Solutions Crossword 4571: Across: 1 Patronage, 8 Louse, 9 Message, 10 Apollo, 11 L | E Ifyoudon’t take
Height, 12 Immersed, 15 Dividend, 18 Inhale, 20 Assume, 21 Distant, 22 Crone, 23 _i [ steps vo]untarily to
Livea part. Down: 2 Anele, 3 Resign, 4 Negative, 5 Elapse, 6 Cutlass, 7 Recondite, 11 -1 [ resolve a financial
Hindrance, 13 Medicine, 14 Evasion, 16 Damsel, 17 Shut up, 19 Liner. ﬁ i question, you will be
literally pushed into taking
emergency action by today’s
dramatic lunar movements. The
JUMBLED WORDS I : - costs could be high, but the
Difficulty Level 2s emotional toll could be higher.
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LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)

It seems inevitable

that the coming days

will be dominated

by concerns of botha
private and a professional
nature, and you may feel caught
on the horns of a dilemma,
unsure where to turn. I suspect
that the best strategy is to wait
while events take their course
and partners work out what
they want.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

In spite of the fact

that you're generally

known as a cautious

person, you have a
surprising tendency to waste
your money. There seems little
doubt that your mood over the
coming few days will be
extravagant and self-
indulgent, and your secret
plans could cost more than
you expected.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
If you're looking
forward to a quiet
weekend, forget it.
Evenifyou're feeling

fine, people in your immediate

circle will be going through a

period of doubt and

uncertainty. Offer a shoulder to
cry on and provide support for

partners who have backed you
inthe past.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
What a moment
this is. Hard work
helps you overcome
all restrictions. You

may be feeling out of sorts, but

only if you over-estimate the
obstacles in your path.

Actually, this is a good time to

reassess your current

responsibilities, perhaps with
the aim of dropping some

of them.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Domestic questions
are highlighted by
today’s lunar
alignments and

seem likely to bring a burst of

enthusiasm for change.

Somehow work and family are

linked, but the connections may

not be atall clear. At least, not
until next week.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar 20)

Extra money could
be arriving in your
pockets quite soon,
and you'll come to
realise the advantages of
teaming up with partners in
profitable ventures. Your
romantic life will be in a state

of flux and you'll be driven by

your deepest and most

secret fantasies.
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PLAYING TODAY
7:30pm: Australia vs Sri Lanka

Live on Star Sports Network

QUICK

Akhtar walks out of
television show

Karachi: Former Pakistan pacer Shoaib
Akhtar was embroiled in a controversy
when he walked out
of a TV programme
and resigned from his
job as cricket analyst
after being told to
leave the set by the
host of the show at |
state-owned PTV.
Akhtar, 46, said he had been treated
badly and insulted on air by the host in
the post match show following
Pakistan's five wicket win over New
Zealand in ongoing T20 the World Cup
on Tuesday. Akhtar got up, took off his
microphone and left. Host Nauman Niaz
didn't attempt to call him back and
showed noreactionatalland carriedon
with the show as normal. Clips of the
argument between Akhtar and the host
which led to the resignation part were
also shared widely on social media.
Akhtar himself took to twitter on
Wednesday to clarify his position. “I
tried to save everyone from embarrass-
ment by saying [ was pulling Nauman
legwith this mutual understanding that
Nauman will alsoapologise and we will
move on with the show ,which he re-
fused to do.I had no other choice." PTI

Smith ready to bat
down the order

Dubai: The slow UAE wickets not sup-
porting the power-hitters in the T20
World Cup, Australia batter Steve Smith
is willing to change his batting order to
suit the requirement of his side. Almost
allteams have struggled to go past 150-
run mark so far in the ongoing World
Cupasthe pitches are not conducive for
stroke-making. Smith, who usually bats
atnumber three, said he is aware of the
different requirement. “(Myroleis)alit-
tle bit different to what I've played pre-
viously. My job is just to fix it if our top
order don't come off and build a part-
nership withwhoeverI'minwithatthat
stage," Smith was quoted as saying by
cricket.com.au. “If our top order do go
well, thelikelihood is thatT'll slide down
the orderand let our big strong boys at-
tackit. That's essentially my role. I think
['ve done it reasonably well in the first
couple of trial games and our first game
against South Africa.” In a small chase
of 119 against South Aftica, Smith was
Australia's top-scorer with his 35-run
knock coming off 46 balls while batting
atnumber four. PTI

Injury cloud over Guptill
ahead of Indiagame

Sharjah: New Zealand may be forced to
face India in their crunch clash on
Sundaywithout Martin Guptill after the
'Black Caps' batsman injured his toe in
their opening loss to Pakistan. Opener
Guptill, New Zealand's most experi-
enced short formatinternational, tooka
blow to the big toe from a Haris Rauf de-
livery just before he was dismissed for
17 during the five-wicket loss to Pakistan
in Sharjah on Tuesday."We'll see how
he scrubs up overnight,” coach Gary
Stead told reporters from the United
Arab Emirates after the match. He
looked inalittle bit of discomfort at the
end of the game and it might take 24 to
48 hours to see how he goes." The injury
comesasasecond blow toNewZealand
after paceman Lockie Ferguson was
ruled out with a calf muscle tear. New
Zealand named Adam Milne asreplace-
ment of Ferguson, who has been ruled
outofthe tournament, inthe squad. PTI

setes™  Tape-ball trickery to mastery

Speedster Haris Rauf has had an unconventional rise to big league, but is quickly making a name for himself

EXPRESS AT
T20 WORLDCUP

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
DUBAI,OCTOBER 27

ONE AFTERNOON almost five years ago,
Haris Rauf’s life became meaningful. Tape-
ball cricket had given him mohalla fame in
Rawalpindi, but that was just about it. Haris’
talent deserved a bigger platform for it not
to be laid to waste. That’s when Lahore
Qalandars and Aaqib Javed came calling.

Salman Butt captures Haris’ journey in a
one-liner: “Yeh ek aise emerging star hai joh
GT Road se nahi aaye hain (he’s one emerg-
ing star whose entry to the Pakistan team
hasn’t been linear).”

It’s a pretty tongue-in-cheek show that
the former Pakistan captain hosts on
YouTube. In one of its episodes, Haris speaks
about fine margins.

He broke through for being a mile faster
than his nearest rival. “Lahore Qalandars ka
trial tha aur Tarif bhai (a coach) speed gun leke
khade huye the (it was a Lahore Qalandars trial
and Tarif bhai was standing with a speed gun).
Ek banda 87 mari, toh mein sochamere ko is se
zyada tez dalna hai (someone bowled at 87
mph, so I thought I had to bowl quicker than
him). Toh jab ball dala, speed gun 88 dikhaya
(sowhenIbowled, the speed gun showed 88
mph). Tabhi mere ko next round jane kamauka
mila(only then did I get the pass to qualify for
the next round),” Haris recounts.

But he wasn’t too eager to turn up. “Ek
dost tha, woh bola jake dekhte hai, toh chala
gaya (Afriend told me, ‘let’s go and see what
happens at the trial’ and hence [ went).

His dismissal of New Zealand’s Martin
Guptill at the T20 World Cup game in Sharjah
onTuesday had a bit of tape-ball trickery, the
way the fast bowler cut down the angle and
cramped the batsman. Here’s the lowdown
from Aaqib, Haris’ mentor, on how it works.

“A tape-ball bowler develops the under-
standing of angles quickly. The lighter ball
moves in the air a lot more compared to a
cricket ball. And if a bowler can control the
lighter ball, when he graduates to proper
cricket and bowls with a cricket ball, control
comes to him naturally.”

It's not easy to capture the nuances of
Urdu/Hindi via English translation; rags to
riches would be closest to gumnami se
shohrat. A young Haris worked as a salesman
at a Rawalpindi shop besides playing tape-
ball cricket. In 2016, when the last World T20
took place, he wasn’t even a professional
cricketer. On a private trip to Gujranwala, he
dropped in at the Lahore Qalandars trial and

Haris Rauf worked as a salesman at a shop besides playing tape-ball cricket. AP

burst onto the Pakistan Super League by dint
of his pace. Then, Dale Steyn got injured and
Melbourne Stars in the Big Bash League
called him. The 27-year-old has been on a
steady rise since.

“My father didn’t like cricket. He said with-
out recommendation, you weren't going to
make a career. Then I got picked for Lahore
Qalandars, where talent rather than recom-
mendation has been the only yardstick,” Haris
had said backin 2017, after being picked by the
Pakistan Super League franchise. On Tuesday,
after winning the Man of the Match award
against New Zealand, he wentback to his roots:
“Ijust want to thank Lahore Qalandars.”

A Twitter post followed, tagging a selfie
taken by teammate Shaheen Shah Afridi at
the ground... “Team Green effectively lived

up to the expectations of the resilient nation
& secured a thrashing victory against the
black caps in the most adrenaline-inducing
game of cricket. Very happy to be awarded
with MOD Match in a crucial WC game.”

Nursery of fast bowlers

Pakistan owes its never-ending pace
bowling supply to tape-ball cricket and
there’s a reason why, unlike tennis-ball
cricket, this variety of the game produces
quicker bowlers. “If one has to compare play-
ing with aregular tennis ball as opposed toa
tape-ball, you would notice that due to the
fuzzy exterior of the tennis ball, which in-
hibits speed while in motion, it moves rela-
tively slower. “However, while playing with
a tape-ball, such external barriers are re-

In 2016, when the last World
T20 took place, he wasn’t even a
professional cricketer.On a
private trip to Gujranwala, he
dropped in at the Lahore
Qalandars trial and burst onto
the Pakistan Super League by
dint of his pace.

moved and the ball glides at a faster pace
when in motion. Practising with tape-balls
from a young age encourages bowlers to de-
velop motor movements that aid in achiev-
ing prime speed,” Aaqib explains.

The former Pakistan pacer and Lahore
Qalandars director of cricket opens up on
Haris’ development. “The kid worked his
socks off. For two years, he didn’t even go
back to his place. Technical coaching aside, it
was a challenge to get him into the groove, a
boy who hardly understood the system at
this level. His hard work has paid off.”

Jo wada kiya woh nibhana padega (fulfil
the promise )- somewhere Mohammad Rafi
creates a connection in the Haris-Aaqib re-
lationship. The coach asked his ward to
change his diet, increase weight and become
stronger. It's a sort of give and take; if you
promise you will follow the routine, I prom-
ise that I will take care of your progress. Both
took a vow and walked the talk.

Last year, Haris claimed his second hat-
trick in the BBL playing for Melbourne Stars,
the only bowler apart from Rashid Khan to
achieve the featin the tournament. Matthew
Gilkes, Callum Ferguson and Daniel Sams of
Sydney Thunder were at the receiving end
of Haris’ thunderbolts. His celebration was a
runabout, not the slit-throat gesture of an
earlier vintage. The brashness of youth was
uncalled for and disrespectful. A proper
dressing-down from Aaqib duly followed.

Haris changed for the better, maybe tak-
ing the course correction a little too far. At
the 2020 PSL, he apologised to Multan
Sultans’ Shahid Afridi after bowling him out.
“He is going through a learning curve. He is
grooming well, respecting his seniors. It's im-
perative to grow not only as a cricketer but
as a human being as well. I feel good when I
see his development,” Aaqib says.

Amonth ago, after New Zealand abruptly
cancelled their Pakistan tour acting on a se-
curity alert, Haris, like all his colleagues, took
offence. Words like “meddling vested inter-
ests” and “wrong precedents” appeared on
his timeline. Quietly but assuredly, Pakistan
are playing to prove a point at the ongoing
T20 World Cup.

“We will rise & shine again,” Haris had
written. The fast bowler is contributing to his
team’s cause.

CSA await
de Kock’s
explanation

REUTERS
CAPETOWN, OCTOBER 27

CRICKET SOUTH Africa are waiting for
Quinton de Kock to explain his motives for
pulling out of the Twenty20 .
World Cup win over West | 4
Indies on Tuesday as his fu-
ture with the team hangsin
the balance.

De Kock pulled out of
the eight wicket win over
WestIndies after CSA issued
a directive hours before the
game that said players must
"take a knee' ahead of the
match. He has previously refused to do so, cit-
ing his freedom of choice.

CSA confirmed through a spokesperson
on Wednesday that De Kock, regarded as one
of the leading batsmen in the world, was fi-
nalising a statement that will be released "as
soonas possible",butadded he remains "very
much part of the team”.

Support for the BLM movement has been
a contentious issue within South African
cricket since it first emerged, with players
differing in their views on how and whether
to show public support. Coach Mark Boucher
said last November the players had reached
a consensus among themselves on the way
forward, and that they were able to abstain,
but the CSA board has now rejected this, or-
dering the team to show a united front.

This was only revealed to the players on
their way to the ground for Tuesday’s match,
which led to De Kock’s late withdrawal.

It has divided opinion in South Africa be-
tween those who believe De Kock has a
moral obligation to support BLM, and others
who value his right to not publicly show his
support. Board chairman Lawson Naidoo de-
fended the timing of the directive in the
midst of a World Cup campaign.

"Unfortunately, we can't choose the time
when we have to deal with these things. The
situationis whatitis," Naidoo was quoted as
saying by South Africa’s Sport24 website. .

QUINTON DE
KOCK

Will take knee: Warner

Australia's opening batsman David
Warner has said, "we will take a knee" when
asked to respond to South Africa's Quinton
de Kock's decision to withdraw from a match
as he declined to take a knee.

"I can't go into obviously the South
African administration making their team
take a knee. So, yeah, from there, it's obvi-
ously their decision, each individual's deci-
sion to do that.”

Warner also said he was not too both-
ered by his poor scores in the recent matches
and is hoping to hit top form soon. Australia
play Sri Lanka in their second match of the
ICCT20 World Cup in Dubai on Thursday. AP

Hardik goes through fitness drills, bowls during practice

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
DUBAI,OCTOBER 27

Hardik Pandya went through fitness drills,
focusing on strength and conditioning, and
bowled at the India nets on Wednesday.

In India's World T20 opener against
Pakistan, he played solely as a batsman.

India had an optional practice sessionat the
ICC Academy ground on Wednesday. At the
start, Pandya underwent several fitness drills
under the watchful eye of team physio Nitin
Patel and assistant trainer Soham Desai. From
stretching to sprinting, it lasted for about 20
minutes, as his team mates had a net session.

Pandya then went to a net and bowled,
with Bhuvneshwar Kumar followed by
Shardul Thakur batting. Captain Virat Kohli,
head coach Ravi Shastri and team mentor MS
Dhoni kept a close eye on him.

Pandya bowled a couple of overs in a T20I
during India's tour of Sri Lanka in July. During
IPL, Hardik didn't bowl. “In terms of his
(Hardik) bowling, the physios, trainers are
working. He hasn’t bowled a single ball yet.
We wanted to take one match at a time and
see where he stands,” his Mumbai Indians
captain Rohit Sharma had said after the
team's last match in the IPL.

A question mark over Pandya's bowling
fitness prompted the national selectors toin-
clude Shardul Thakur in the main squad for
the ICC event at the expense of Axar Patel.

Ahead of the Pakistan game, Kohli spoke
about Pandya's value as a power-hitter at No.
6. During the match, he was hit on the right
shoulder and underwent a scan, which re-
vealed nothing serious.

India have been suffering from a lack of
sixth bowling option, which was exposed
during their 10-wicket loss to Pakistan.

has affected the balance of the team.

Pandya also had a batting stint at the nets
today, taking throwdowns and then doing
some merry hitting. Even if he doesn’t bowl
in matches, the allrounder has the team
management’s backing to play solely as a
batsman.

On-form, Pandya is a finisher to be
trusted with and his 22-ball 42 not out in a
T20lin Sydney last year, which helped India
see off a tense 195 run-chase, was a case in
point. Recently though, his batting form has
headed south, as a tally of 127 runs in 12
matches at the IPL would attest. Before that
in Sri Lanka also, the 28-year-old had scored
19 runs in three ODIs followed by 10 in the
only T20I he played.

Against Pakistan, Pandya struggled to
force the pace, clearly looking to be out of
rhythm and there’s a school of thought that
if India have to play a specialist batsman, the
team management should go with form and
pickIshan Kishan, someone who s carrying
the confidence of three consecutive half-cen-
turies in T20 cricket.

Kishan being a left-hander will also allow
the team to maintain a right-left combina-
tion throughout. But there’s a catch, almost

all his impact knocks have come batting up
the order, while the team management puts
faith in Pandya’s batting at the death.

India will play a virtual quarterfinal
against New Zealand on October 31 and the
team combination has to be spot on. Usually,
India do well when their top-order fires.
Against Pakistan, both Rohit Sharma and KL
Rahul fell cheaply, restricting Kohli, for he
had to take the game deep. India missed
Shreyas Iyer in the middle-order, while in
bowling, the absence of a sixth bowler was
felt. Mohammed Shami leaked runs,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar looked pedestrian. And
although Kohli bowled a couple of overs in
the warm-up game against Australia, he was-
n't confident enough to bowl in a big match.

Until Pandya is bowling in matches, the
team management will have to take a call if
playing Shardul Thakur will provide a better
balance.

SUPER 12

England cruise past Bangladesh, make it two in two

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
ABUDHABI,OCTOBER 27

ENGLAND DISHED out a thoroughly clinical
display with both the bat and the ball to
steamroll Bangladesh by eight wickets in a
Super 12 match of the T20 World Cup here
on Wednesday. Explosive opener Jason Roy
anchored the paltry 125-run chase, with a
38-ball 61 (5x4, 3x6) to make his 50th T20I
appearance memorable as England cantered
home in just 14.1 overs to give their net run
rate a huge boost.

Dawid Malan remained unbeaten on 28,
while Jonny Bairstow (8 not out) finished off
the chase, pulling Shoriful Islam for a bound-
ary. With two wins in a row, England now
lead Group 1 table with four points.
Defending a below-par total, Bangladesh
never showed any aggressive intent and their
bowlers lacked discipline. On a two-paced
pitch, their pacers, led by Mustafizur
Rahman, were guilty of bowling short as the
England opening duo of Roy and Jos Buttler

England opener Jason Roy made 61 off
38 as England won by 8 wickets. AP

(18) never had any trouble, cruising to 37 for
no loss in four overs. Left-arm spinner Nasum
Ahmed gave the much needed breakthrough
by dismissing Buttler but Roy kept up the

rampage as England cruised to 90/1 at the
halfway mark -- needing just 35 off 60 balls.
Roy was in full control of the innings and
reached to his fifty -- his second in T20 World
Cup -- off just 33 balls, hammering Nasum
Ahmed over the rope. Shoriful dismissed Roy
in the 13th over but by that time the explo-
sive opener had made the equation com-
pletely in favour of his side as England
needed 11 runs from43 balls. Earlier, England
bowlers capitalised on a fine start given by
off-spinner Moeen Ali to restrict Bangladesh
to a paltry 124 for 9. Opting to bat,
Bangladesh were sloppy and failed to apply
themselves as they lost wickets at regular in-
tervals. Moeen took two wickets in two balls
inside the powerplay en route to another fine
outing (2/18 from 3 overs) with the ball.
Pacer Chris Woakes was also on the job
inside the powerplay as he dismissed star all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan, reducing
Bangladesh to 27/3 infirst six overs.On a day
leg-spinner Adil Rashid -- fresh from his
match winning figures of 4/2 against the
West Indies -- returned wicketless and was

their most expensive bowler, utility spinner
Liam Livingstone did the job in the middle
middle overs by taking 2/15.

Pacer Tymal Mills later wreaked havoc at
the death with figures of 3/27 as Bangladesh
could never recover.Livingstone, whois capa-
ble of bowling both leg and off-spin, grabbed
the crucial wickets of Bangladesh top-scorer
Mushfiqur Rahim (29) and skipper
Mahmudullah (19).

Livingstone trapped Rahim with a suc-

cessful use of DRS. It particularly hurt
Bangladesh in the middle overs as Mushfiqur
and Mahmudullah were looking to rebuild
their innings with a 37-run partnership from
32 balls. But Livingstone had Rahim plumb
in front of wicket with his leg spin to break
the partnership. Afif Hossain departed after
acomical run out for the addition of 10 runs
to leave Bangladesh tottering at 83/6 with
five overs to go.
BRIEF SCORES: Bangladesh: 124 for 9in 20
overs (Mushfiqur Rahim 29; Tymal Mills
3/27)lost to England: 126 for 2 in 14.1 overs
(Jason Roy 61; Shoriful Islam 1/26).

In battle of minnows,
Namibia edge out Scotland

Abu Dhabi: Debutants Namibia got them-
selves out of a difficult situation in a low-
scoring game to record a memorable four-
wicket win over Scotland in their opening
Super 12 match in the ICC T20 World Cup
here on Wednesday.

Namibia, who had beaten Ireland and
Netherlands to qualify for the Super 12 stage,
restricted Scotland to 109 for eight after left-
arm pacer Ruben Trumpelmann struck
thrice in a sensational first over.

The Scottish spin trio of Chris Greaves,
Mark Watt and Michael Lesk were able to
maintain the pressure on Namibia batters
but the seasoned David Wiese (16 off 15) and
JJ Smith (32 not out off 23) found a way to
break the shackles. Wiese was dismissed
when Namibia was close to the finishing line
but Smit ensured his team crossed the fin-
ishing line in the 20th over with a six over
point. Openers Craig Williams (23) and
Michael van Lingen (18) made a sedate start
to the run chase and though runs were hard

to come by, the required run rate was never
anissue. Scotland bowled their heart out but
their batters inability to put enough runs on
the board led to their downfall.

Earlier, 23-year-old Trumpelmann got the
ball to shape back into the right-hander from
the word go and the one that went away with
the angle also troubled the Scotland top-or-
der. George Munsey played on the first ball of
the match before Trumpelmann had Calum
Macleod caught behind off an angled deliv-
ery as the batter anticipated a lethal in-
swinger. Scotland were reeling at 18 for four
after all-rounder David Wiese trapped Craig
Wallace in front of the stumps with a ball that
skidded on to the batter's pads.

With their opponents in dire straits,
Namibia could have attacked more after the
first six overs.

Brief Scores: Scotland: 109 for 8 in 20 overs

(Michael Leask 44; Ruben Trumpelmann
3/17) lost to Namibia: 115 for 6in 19.1 overs
JJ Smit 32 not out; Michael Leask 2/12).
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