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Nirav Modi sister’s
trust offers its Swiss
account funds to Govt

Purvi Modi’s offer to remit Rs 275 cris
being considered as part of pardon plea
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The Indian Express report of October 4 on Purvi Modi

KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

THE DEPOSIT Trust whose de-
tails were revealed in the
Pandora Papers investigation by
The Indian Express and in
which Purvi Modi, sis-
ter of fugitive dia-
mond jeweller Nirav
Modi, is a settlor, has
offered to remit about
Rs 275 crore lying in its
Swiss bank account to
the Indian Government,
sources said.

A settlor is an individual or
party who establishes the trust
by placing a particular asset.

Purvi Modi’s offer, furnished
as part of her full disclosure re-

quirement as a condition for her
pardon, is being considered by
the Government, sources told
The Indian Express.

On October 4, The Indian
Express, as part of its investiga-
tion into the Pandora Papers, had

reported that a month be-
%, fore Nirav Modi fled

India in January
2018, Purvi Modi
set up Brookton

4 Management Ltd in
the British Virgin
Islands to act as a corpo-
rate protector of The Deposit
Trust formed through the
Trident Trust Company,
Singapore.
Purvi, in the incorporation
form for BVI companies,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

All three
Salgaocar
brothers set
up offshore
trusts, firms

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

ALL THE three brothers of the
Salgaocar clan, Dattaraj
Salgaocar, the late Anil Salgaocar
and Shivanand Salgaocar, set up
offshore trusts and companies,
reveal The Pandora Papers doc-
uments investigated by The
Indian Express.

According to the documents
maintained by Asiaciti Trust
Services, Dattaraj Salgaocar,
owner of VM Salgaocar Group, is
shown as the beneficiary of The
Annemecore Trust in New
Zealand. As per the trust deed,
Annemecore was set up on July
4, 2011, with Mirabaud Trust
(New Zealand) Ltd asits trustee.

On July 26, 2011, the
Mirabaud passed a resolution

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Health Ministry raises
alert over Covid team
vacancies: ‘Acute stress’

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THE UNION Health Ministry has
raised concern over vacancies in
nine senior officer posts in its
Covid team, saying this had put it
under “acute stress”.

Inaletter dated October 13 to
Deepti Umashankar, Establis-
hment Officer and Additional
Secretary, DoPT, Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said, “As you are
aware that even though the pan-
demic of Covid-19 is declining,
however we cannot let our guard
down. Atthis crucial juncture, the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare is required to putin extra
efforts toensure full preparedness
across the country. Vacant posi-
tions of one Joint Secretary and
eight DS (Deputy Secretaries) |
Directors have put this ministry

under acute stress.”

Bhushan sought “early and
timely action” to fill up the exist-
ingvacancies “and also the vacan-
ciesarising in the coming weeks”.

This is the second time in two
months that Bhushan has high-
lighted vacancies in the Health
Ministry. On August 12, he had
written to the DoPT
(Department of Personnel and
Training) about the unfilled
posts of additional secretary,
joint secretary, director and
deputy secretary under the
Central Staffing Scheme of the
Central Secretariat Services (CSS)
in the Health Ministry.

Asked about the letter,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

CBSE BOARDS: FIRST
SET TO BE OFFLINE
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President Ram Nath Kovind receives a Guard of Honour at Leh Air Field, Ladakh, Thursday. P11

India accepts Russia’s
invite for talks with
Taliban next week

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

INDIA HAS accepted a Russian
invitation to join the Afghanistan
talks in Moscow on October 20.
The Taliban, who captured
power two months ago, have also
beeninvited to the talks and this
will bring them face-to-face with
India, which evacuated its diplo-
matic staff from the country af-
ter the regime change there.
Confirming the Indian partic-
ipation, Arindam Bagchi,
spokesperson for the Ministry of
External Affairs, said Thursday:
“We have received an invitation
for the Moscow format meeting
on Afghanistan on October 20.
We will be participating in it.”
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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EXPLAINED

THE US exit from
Afghanistan has had
Russia, China and
Pakistan seeking larger
roles there, even as India
calibrates its position. The
Russians had indicated
earlier that India could
play a role “post-conflict”
— aterm they reserved
for the US departure.

CHINA-BHUTAN
3-STEP ROADMAP
PAGE 6

Iran slams Adani Ports
ban as unprofessional

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

DAYS AFTER a massive drug haul
at the Mundra port in Gujarat
made the Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone (APSEZ) issue a
trade advisory stating that it will
not handle any container cargo
originating from Iran, Pakistan
and Afghanistan November 15

onward, Tehran has conveyed its
displeasure to New Delhi, calling
the banning of its consignments
asan “unprofessional and imbal-
anced move”.

This was  conveyed
Wednesday by Iranian police
and narcotic drug control officers
to their Indian counterparts.

The National Investigation
Agency is probing the case

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

After red flags, PNB Housing Finance
calls off its Rs 4,000-crore Carlyle deal

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI,
OCTOBER 14

THE CONTROVERSIAL move by
US-based Carlyle group, includ-
ing former MD of HDFC Bank
and a senior advisor at Carlyle

Aditya Puri, to acquire a stake in
PNB Housing Finance has come
to an end with the board of the
home mortgage company decid-
ing not to proceed with the pref-
erential issue.

As The Indian Express had re-
ported in June, this transaction
had been red-flagged by minor-

ity shareholders and the links of
many PNBHF board members to
Carlyle had raised questions of
conflict of interest.

PNB Housing has terminated
the share subscription agree-
ments executed with Pluto
Investments, an affiliated entity

CONTINUEDONPAGE 12
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Festival glitter lures crowds, Covid task
force chief raises a red flag: Watch out

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
& AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI,PUNE,OCTOBER 14

THERE WERE few masks, no
thermal screening at entry
points and zero social distancing.

The images of crowds throng-
ing Delhi’s popular Sarojini Nagar
market Thursday for the festival
season, which will runtill the end
of the year, have revived fears of
another Covid surge.

At Sarojini Nagar market in New Delhi Thursday. Abhinav Saha

In fact, the chief of India’s
Covid task force has already is-
sued a grim warning.

“India has administered at
least one vaccine dose to almost
three-fourths of its adults. We
need to achieve saturation cov-
erage with two doses at the ear-
liest. But, at this juncture, we also
need to continue to follow all
preventive precautions. Vaccine
alone is not enough. There can-
not be large gatherings. Let us
celebrate festivals at home with
the family. We cannot lower the
guard and have to adopt Covid-
appropriate behaviour. We

CONTINUEDONPAGE12

Same militants
suspected as 2
more Armymen
killed in Poonch

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, OCTOBER 14

AJUNIOR Commissioned Officer
and a jawan were Kkilled in
Mendhar area of Jammu’s border
district of Poonchin a fierce gun-
fight between militants and Army
troops that was still on late
Thursday night. Sources said the
militants were suspected to be
part of the same group which
killed five Army soldiersinanen-
counter on Monday in the district.
Monday’s encounter, along
the Mughal Road linking Poonch
to Shopian in south Kashmir,
was the worst in the area in 17
years. Security forces had
launched a massive search fol-
lowing the encounter, and it was
during combing operations in
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Can’t apply innocent
until proven guilty, says

NCB, Aryan stays

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 14

AFTER HEARING arguments
over two days, a special courton
Thursday reserved its order till
next week on the bail applica-
tions of Aryan Khan, the son of
Bollywood actor Shah Rukh
Khan, his friend Arbaaz
Merchant and model Munmun
Dhamecha, arrested by the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
on October 3.

With the courts shut till
Tuesday, the matter will come
up next on October 20.

Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) Anil Singh, the senior most
law officer of the Union govern-
mentin Maharashtra, appearing
for the NCB, argued that there
was need to take a “serious view”
of drug abuse among young-
sters, and that the principle of in-

in jail

Aryan held on Oct 3. Next
hearing will be on Oct 20

nocent until proven guilty does
not apply under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.

“The present applicant
(Aryan)is nota consumer for the
first time. The evidence placed
before the court shows that heis
aregular consumer of contra-
band for the last few years.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 12
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declared that the source of funds to
be infused into Brookton were salary
and her personal earnings as the cre-
ative director of Firestar, the firm ac-
cused of defrauding Punjab National
Bank (PNB) through fraudulent let-
ters of undertaking (LOUs).

However, Purvi Modi's lawyer,
Mishra had denied the allegations
and declined comment saying that
the money laundering case is sub-ju-
dice.

Sources said Purvi Modi is said to
have given a no-objection letter for
remitting about Rs 275 crore lying in
the bank account of The Deposit
Trust.

The remittance by Purvi is being

of pardon on conditions of making
full and true disclosure to the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) that is
probing a money laundering case
against Nirav Modi.

According to sources, the Indian
government is considering Purvi
Modi's application and is in talks with
the Swiss authorities for repatriation
of funds.

Emails to Purvi Modi's lawyer on
this offer did not elicit any response.

On January 4, a special Prevention
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
court passed an order on applications
made by Purvi Modi and her husband
Maiank Mehta allowing grant of ten-
der of pardon under Sections 306 and
307 of Cr.P.C,, on condition of making

the information to the probe agency.

Nirav Modi and his uncle Mehul
Choksi, are accused of routing trans-
actions of about Rs 13600 crore
through fraudulent LoUs of PNB.

Modi left India in the first week of
January 2018, before the PNB scam
came out in public. In March 2019,
Modi was arrested in the United
Kingdom and is currently lodged at
Wandsworth prison in London.

In April, the UK government ap-
proved the extradition of Modi to
India. Earlier on February 25, a UK
court had ordered Modi’s extradition
holding that the evidence against
Modi was prima facie sufficient to or-
der his extradition to India to face
charges.
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full and true disclo-
sure.

Both Modi and
Mehta were earlier
named as an accused
in the ED case against
Nirav Modi. The court
also allowed Purviand
Maiank to be marked
as approver in the
case.

Subsequently on
July 1,the ED said it re-

InJuly, Nirav Modi, moved the UK
high court for an oral hearing with a
renewed “leave to appeal” application
for a judge to determine if it can pro-
ceed to a full appeal hearing against
extradition ordered by a lower court.

Subsequently in August, the UK
high court allowed Modi to appeal
against extradition to India on
grounds of mental health.

So far, the ED has seized assets
worth Rs 2400 crore belonging to
Modi in India and abroad.

covered Rs 17.25 crore
from an account of  Salgaocar brothers
Purviinthe UK, which  stating that the settlor of the trust had

transferred “her entire interest in a
Panamanian company, Castelnor

was opened by Nirav
Modi. This, the agency

tion did not name the settlor of the
trust.

On September 23, 2011, the
trustee passed another resolution to
dissolve Castelnor Services, the
wholly owned company of the trust,
and distribute the money lying in a
Swiss bank account of Castelnor to
Dattaraj Salgaocar.

A notice by the trustee of
Annemecore Trust to the Inland
Revenue Department of New Zealand
reveals that after the distribution of
the money to Salgaocar, the trust was
dissolved in January 2012.

According to the Pandora Papers,
Shivanand Salgaocar, too, has set up
three companies: Kayler
International Limited in the BVI;
Indochina Alliance Limited in Samoa
and Citigrand International Ltd in
Hong Kong through Asiaciti Trust
Services.

While Indochina Alliance was set
up in 2005 with Shivanand Salgaocar
as its beneficial owner, Kayler
International and  Citgrand
International were both set up in
2004. The beneficial owner of Kayler
is Shivanand and his wife Ranjana,
while the owner of Citigrand is
Shivanand’s daughter  Swati
Salgaocar.

The director of all the three com-
panies is Samoa-based Westco
Directors Limited. All the companies
have linked foreign bank accounts.

International and  Citigrand
International sought to open bank ac-
counts with the Bank of East Asia Ltd
in Hong Kong, while Indochina
Alliance opened an account with
Deutsche Bank, Singapore.

Kayler International, records
show, was set up to hold investments,
while the business of Citigrand
International is to undertake “trade
activities involving export of materi-
als from India, China and receive trade
commissions.”

Shivanand Salgaocar, the chair-
man and managing director of
Vimson Group that has interests in
mining and real estate, has been ear-
lier named in the "Offshore Leaks"
structured data released by ICIJ in
2013.In that, Salgaocar was linked to
a Hong Kong-based firm Jade Sky
International Ltd.

Apart from Shivanand, six firms
set up by his brother, the late Anil
Salgaocar, show up in the Pandora
Papers. These BVI firms are: Crown
Bright Trading Ltd; General Harvest
International Ltd; Ling Tao Trading
Limited; Nickon Enterprises Limited;
Sing Ling Tao Resources Limited; and
Horizon Villa Investments Limited
that were incorporated with the help
of Mossack Fonseca (MF) as earlier re-
ported by The Indian Express (in 2016
Panama papers) are now being man-
aged by Panama-based corporate
services provider, OMC Group.
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early as 2005, Anil Salgaocar resigned
from the six firms and transferred his
stake to his former business partner
Darsan Jitendra Jhaveri. In 2015,
Salgaocar initiated legal proceedings
against Jhaveri in Singapore claiming
that Jhaveri held extensive assets on
trust for him and had failed to account
for them. Anil Salgaocar passed away
in 2016 but his wife Lakshmi
Salgaocar, who is the administrator of
Salgaocar’s estate, is now fighting the
legal battle with Jhaveri.

Emails to Dattaraj Salgaocar and
Shivanand Salgaocar did not elicit any
response. The office of Dattaraj
Salgaocar said he is out of the coun-
try till the end of October. Email and
calls to the official spokesperson of
Vimson Group remained unan-
swered. Phone calls and text mes-
sages to Sameer Salgaocar, son of late
Anil Salgaocar did not elicit any re-
sponse.

Poonch shootout

Bhata Durian forests, adjoining the
area of Monday's encounter, that
Armymen came under fire from mil-
itants.

The soldiers killed in Thursday's
encounter were yet to be identified.
This was the first contact of the secu-
rity forces with the militants since
Tuesday, when there was an ex-
change of fire for around 15 minutes.

With the encounter still on, vehic-
ular traffic between Bhimber Gali and
Surankote along the Rajouri-Poonch
national highway has been sus-
pended. More reinforcements have
been rushed to the area.

Officials earlier said the militants,
believed to number around four-five,
could be part of a group that infil-
trated into the Union Territory from
across the Line of Control in August,
and were on their way to Shopian.
They were intercepted by police and
security forces in the Pangai area of
Rajouri district along the Mughal
Road. While two militants were killed
on August 6, another was shot on
August 19.

Talks with Taliban

Itislikely that the MEA will send a
Joint Secretary-level officer to the
meeting - a final decision is yet to be
made.

Last week, Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s special representa-
tive on Afghanistan, Zamir Kabulov,
said Moscow had invited representa-
tives of the Taliban to international
talks on Afghanistan on October 20.

The talks follow a G20 summit on
Afghanistan -- it was held on October
12 -- to help the country avert a hu-
manitarian catastrophe in the wake
of the power shift there.

India’s ambassador to Qatar,
Deepak Mittal, had met Taliban repre-
sentatives in Doha towards the end of
August, and the meeting in Moscow
will be the second for the Indians.

After Kabul's fall in August, India
raised questions on the lack of inclu-
sivity in the new Taliban regime,
rights of minorities, women and chil-
dren, and also voiced concern on ter-
rorism emanating from Afghanistan.

In March this year, Moscow
hosted an international conference
on Afghanistan in which Russia,
United States, China and Pakistan re-
leased a joint statement, calling on the
then-warring Afghan sides toreacha
peace deal.

The statement also asked the
Taliban not to launch offensives in
spring and summer. But as the USand
its allies began withdrawing their
troops after 20 years on the ground,
the Taliban seized power in a light-
ning advance that led to the collapse
of the Ashraf Ghani government.

Russia is concerned about the im-
pactin the wider region. Moscow has
moved to engage the Taliban, but has
stopped short of granting recognition
to the group which is banned as a
“terrorist” organisation in Russia.

Unlike Western countries that
rushed to evacuate diplomats follow-
ing the fall of Kabul on August 15,
Russia has kept its embassy there
open.

Health Ministry

a Health Ministry official, who re-
fused to be named, said: "Each min-
istry gives the list of vacancies every
month to the DoPT. Otherwise how

New Delhi

With his October 13 letter,
Bhushan shared a list of 11 officers
who have moved out of the ministry
or are about to do so. On the top is
Vandana Gurnani, Additional
Secretary and Mission Director,
National Health Mission, who went
on one-year study leave in
September 2021. The others include
Joint Secretary Nipun Vinayak, who
looked after oxygen supply during
the severe Covid second wave and
was repatriated prematurely to his
Maharashtra cadre on August 31; and
Joint Secretary Lav Agarwal, who has
been the face of the ministry at Covid
briefings and completes his tenure
with the Health Ministry on
November 28.

Bhushan also named Bindu
Tewari, an IRSME (Indian Railway
Service of Mechanical Engineers) of-
ficial working in the Ministry as
Director, who was repatriated to her
parent cadre on July 7; and N Yuvaraj,
who was moved out as Director from
the Health Ministry to Joint Secretary
in the Department of
Pharmaceuticals.

Besides them, Mahatme Sandeep
Namdeo, posted in the Ministry as
Deputy Secretary, is now Private
Secretary to Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Minister for Communication; Yatish
S G, another Deputy Secretary-level
officer, was permanently repatriated
to his parent IRTS cadre on
September 13; and Vidushi
Chaturvedi, Director in the Health
Ministry, is "awaiting approval” for
her selection as Deputy Director
General in the UIDAL

CSS officers Vandana Jain and SK
Jha, both Directors in the Ministry,
have got promotions as Joint
Secretaries. While Jain is Joint
Secretary in the Health Ministry, Jha
has moved to the Department of
Revenue, relieved with effect from
August 26.

Another CSS officer and Director,
Health Ministry, N B Mani, died dur-
ing the second Covid wave.

Adani Ports

relating to the seizure of 2,988.21 kg
of heroin at Mundra port by the
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence.
The heroin was seized from two con-
tainers that were declared as con-
taining “semi-processed talc stones”.
The cargo had landed from
Afghanistan via Iran’s Bandar Abbas
port.

In a statement, the Iranian em-
bassy in New Delhi said police and
narcotic drug control authorities of
India and Iran discussed and exam-
ined their “shared concerns and chal-
lenges resulting from a surge in illicit
drug trafficking in the region and the
ways and means of mutual coopera-
tion and exchanges as part of the ex-
pected outcomes in this respect”.

It said “for many decades, narcotic
drugs production and its organised
trafficking from Afghanistan has
posed a major threat to Iran, our re-
gion and the rest of the world, neces-
sitating a non-stop and united strug-
gle as well as a genuine cooperation
and partnership among all countries
against this global issue”.

As an immediate neighbour of
Afghanistan, Iran said it has also been
“significantly impacted by other de-
velopments” in Afghanistan. It listed
three major factors behind the “con-
siderable rise of narcotic drugs pro-
duction and trafficking” -- “occupa-
tion of Afghanistan by foreign forces”,
“infighting between various groups”
and “severe poverty”.

Describing the withdrawal of US
and NATO forces from Afghanistan as
the “main root causes” of the surge
in “chaos, insecurity and exacerba-
tion of illicit drug trafficking” in the
region, the statement said these are
“usually ignored or underestimated”.

It said Iran has “suffered from
many trade restrictions and unjust
sanctions” and is once again “being
targeted unfairly through denial of
trade” and banning its consignments
is “an unprofessional and imbalanced
move” - a reference to the APSEZ
trade advisory effective November 15.

Calling the meeting with Indian
officials a “successful dialogue”, the
[ranian statement said “positive out-
comes” would be a “better arrange-
ment for deepening our cordial rela-
tions”.
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CORONAVIRUS
IN THE CAPITAL
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DU ADMISSIONS: 48,582 HAVE PAID FEES SO FAR

SRCC, Ramjas may have seats open
in 3rd list; mixed bag in other colleges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

AS APPROVAL of admissions
against the second list drew to a
close on Thursday, popular col-
leges at Delhi University present
amixed bag of opportunities for
aspirants — some colleges may
see many of their courses poten-
tially closing while some are
likely to have many seats up for
grabs in the third list.

SRCCis likely to remain open
in the third list for both its
courses. There are 626 seats for
BCom (Honours) and 155 seats
for Economics. As of Thursday
evening, 275 applications had
been approved for BCom (Hons)
and 87 applications approved for
Economics with some of these
applicants yet to pay their fees.

Candidates whose admis-
sions have been approved by col-
leges in the second list have till 5

— BRIEFLY —

Scuffleat BK
Dutt Colony

New Delhi: Agroup of peo-
ple staged protests and al-
legedly clashed with po-
lice during a religious
procession in South
Delhi’s BK Dutt colony.
Nobody was injured, said
police. The incident took
place Thursday evening
when a group of people
were walking in the
Karbala area of Jorbagh.
DCP (South) Benita Mary
Jaiker said, “There was a
tazia at Karbala. We had
closed many gates in the
area and roads to control
and restrict the crowd.
However, a lot of people
gathered and tried to pass
through the gate. Police
controlled the gathering
and dispersed everyone.
There was no violence...
the event went on peace-
fully.” A video of the inci-
dentwas uploaded by BJP
Delhi vice-president Sunil
Yadav. In his tweet, Yadav
alleged a group of people
created ruckus on Maha
Navami.

‘Need more
time for public
hearings on DDA

master plan’

New Delhi: A group of
NGOs that have started a
campaign called ‘Main Bhi
Dilli’ has demanded that
the DDA provide give
more time for public hear-
ings for the Delhi Master
Plan 2041. It also said
hearings should be held
physically as many people
do not have access to in-
ternet. A senior DDA offi-
cial said they will increase
the present two-day hear-
ing schedule, if the need
arises. ENS

pm Friday to pay their fees, only
after which their admissions will
be finalised. The third list will be
released on Saturday, October 16.

Students are likely to have
opportunities in Ramjas College
where, as of Thursday evening,
600 admissions had been com-
pleted with fee payment against
its 1,673 sanctioned seats. In the
second list admission cycle, the
college had seen around 100
withdrawals.

“We had kept BA (Honours)
Political Science openinthe sec-
ond list with a 100% cut-off again
for unreserved seats and that
should be closing for the third
list. Botany might also close for
some categories now. There are
around 150 approved applica-
tions yet to pay their fees and
we’'ll know the full situation at
the end Friday. We have tried to
go about our admissions in a
controlled way because we don’t
want to disturb the student-

The third list will be released
on Saturday. Archive

teacher ratio. We will continue
to be cautious with cut-offs,” said
principal Manoj Khanna.

At Kirori Mal College, princi-
pal Vibha Chauhan said the col-
lege had filled just over 50% of
the seats after admissions on the
basis of the second cut-off. “We
have filled around 750 admis-
sions so far. In BCom (Hons), we

have slightly over-admitted stu-
dents but we’ll have to wait and
see what happens after the third
cut-off. In the last cut-off we had
closed admissions to English, but
we saw several withdrawals this
time and so we will openit again
in the third list. Maths, Political
Science and some BA pro-
gramme combinations will also
be open,” she said.

The college has 1,400 seats
in total. Chauhan also said the
third cut-off will dip margin-
ally: “We don’t know how many
students will qualify if we dip
too much so we will only reduce
it marginally.”

AtMiranda House, all science
courses were closed for unre-
served seats in the second list
and only four arts courses were
open. According to principal
Bijaylaxmi Nanda, a few seats —
mostly in reserved categories —
will continue to remain open in
the third list for Economics,

Sociology, History and some BA
programme combinations.

Hansraj College had seen 698
admissions for its 1,714 seats af-
ter the first cut-off list. Now the
college has completed 1,234 ad-
missions so far. The course
which has seen the best re-
sponse in the second list is BCom
(Hons) for which 205 admis-
sions have taken place as op-
posed to just 16 in the first list.

In the meantime, Hindu
College which was only open for
a handful of courses in different
categories has seen its over-ad-
missions swell up to 1,845 ap-
proved admissions against its
975 seats.

As of 6.50 pm on Thursday;,
the university had received
1,18,878 applications under the
firstand second lists. 48,582 ad-
missions have been completed
with fee payments and another
10,591 have been approved by
principals across colleges.

At Janpath on Thursday. The crowd was significantly less as compared to that in Sarojini Nagar. Abhinav Saha

CHALLANS FOR COVID VIOLATIONS SEE DIP

At markets, footfall up — guard down

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

MARKETS ACROSS the capital
have reported a rise in footfall
amid the festive season, but
Covid restrictions were largely
absent at most.

The Indian Express visited
popular shopping hubs on
Thursday and found that several
customers and hawkers were
not wearing masks properly and
thermal screening was not being
carried out.

At Sarojini Nagar, market
president Ashok Randhawa said
the crowd is back after a gap of
almost a year and a half.
“However, it is yet to match the
festive rush during pre-Covid
days,” said Randhawa, as he dis-
played his latest jeans collection
to a customer.

While he is happy that rising
footfall will boost business, the

absence of Covid protocol among
shoppers and owners alike wor-
ries him. “We have been regu-
larly asking the administration to
increase patrolling by civil de-
fence volunteers, and to control
the problem of illegal hawkers
encroaching pavements, but
nothing significant has hap-
pened,” said Randhawa, who also
owns a garment store.

Delhi has been recording
around 30-40 Covid cases per
day on an average over the past
month. The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA)
had decided to allow “muted”
celebrations of festivals such as
Durga Puja, Ramlila and
Dussehra but did not allow any
fairs and food stalls to be put up.
Restrictions in markets, how-
ever, were eased months ago but
with conditions such as manda-
tory use of masks, thermal
screening, and social distancing.

At the popular Janpath mar-

Ravana effigy makers say poor
sales due to C0V1d cracker ban

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON,OCTOBER 14

WITH SOCIAL gatherings re-
stricted and a ban on sale, stor-
age and use of crackers, Ravana
effigy makers in Gurgaon said
their sales have been poor for a
second consecutive year.

“Business is down. Unless
there is a prior booking, we are
only making smaller effigies of
five or ten or 20 feet size. Bada or-
der nahi mila iss bar (Did not get
orders for larger effigies this
year). In the last month, [ have
sold only one 30-feet effigy. There
is a restriction on social gather-
ings and the scale of Ramlila in
the city is not what it used to be
during the pre-Covid times,” said
Rinku Raj,abamboo chick maker,
who has been making effigies in
Sector 14 since 2014.

“In the last two days, the de-
mand has picked up from villages
at Manesar, Pachgaon, Nathupur

The stretch from Sector 12-
14 on Gurgaon’s MG Road is
lined with effigies. Express

and some residential colonies,
but revenue is considerably
lower than earlier,” added Raj.
Aday ahead of Dussehra, the
stretch from Sector 12-14 on MG
Road islined with effigies — some
complete, some partially built —
of varying sizes, while craftsmen

sit on the road side, carefully
measuring and handcrafting
bamboo frames and painting
heads of Ravana effigies. Bamboo
strips, wires, glue and stacks of
paper line the pavements.

The craftsmen said the mar-
ket rate for effigies typically
ranged between Rs 500 and 1,000
per feet depending on the piece,
but they were selling it at reduced
prices to clear the stock. “Itis like
alottery,” said Pradeep Kumar,
displaying a 35-feet high effigy of
Ravana, which took him a week
to create. With a day to go for
Dussehra, it remains unsold. “Ilam
hoping someone will purchase
this one. Otherwise, [ will take it to
my colony in Sector 14 and set it
on fire tomorrow,” he said.

Kumar, originally from
Badaun district in UP, has been
making effigies in Sector 14 for
over a decade. At other times of
the year, he works as a bamboo
chick maker and drives an auto
to supplement his income.

ket in the heart of the city on
Thursday, though, thermal
screening was absent and sev-
eral people did not wear masks
properly despite the presence of
civil defence volunteers.
However, the crowd was signif-
icantly less as compared to that
in Sarojini Nagar.

North Delhi’s popular Karol
Bagh market presented a similar
picture. “While shops still main-
tain Covid protocol, vendors
mostly violate rules,” claimed a
shopkeeper.

At Yashwant Singh Place
market, a shopkeeper said: “The
footfall in the market has re-
duced drastically post Covid. So
social distancing is automatically
maintained here.”

Markets like South Extension
and Connaught Place are better
placed asthereisaclear demarca-
tion between hawkers and shops
and shoppers were seen adher-
ing to guidelines. Atul Bhargava,

president of the New Delhi
Traders’ Association, said shop-
pers are largely following rules.

Even as crowds increased,
the number of challans issued
for violating norms has been
dipping. While 146 lakh challans
were issued over the past month,
they are down from around
5,500 per day in mid-September
to around 4,500 now.

The Durga Puja pandals,
meanwhile, were better man-
aged. Pandals in CR Park’s Kali
Mandir and D block park had
separate entries and exits, fol-
lowing DDMA guidelines.
Visitors sanitised their hands at
the entry points and thermal
screening and masks were
mandatory. Visitors entered in
aline, paid their respects to the
Goddess, and walked out in a
line. “Bhog was home delivered
and all rituals were screened
live on social media,” said an
organiser.

Accused in Gurgaon student
murder held; shot dead cab
driver in 2010, say police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON,OCTOBER 14

SIX DAYS after a 21-year-old stu-
dent of SGT University in
Budhera was shot dead allegedly
by a fellow student on campus,
police Thursday arrested the
shooter in the case from Delhi.

Police said the accused is a
21-year-old student. He was ar-
rested by the Crime Branch's sec-
tor 10 unit from Najafgarh,
where he had come to collect
money from his father.

ACP (Crime) Preet Pal said,
"The case was transferred to the
Crime Branch on Tuesday. The
prime accused, who had shot
the victim, has been arrested. He
will be produced in court and
taken on remand. During re-
mand, we will question him
about the motive and ascertain
the involvement of other ac-
cused in the crime."

On October 8 around 12.30
pm, Vinit Kumar, a fourth-year
student of Bachelor of Ayurvedic
Medicine and Surgery (BAMS),

Hindu Sena

men get meat
shops shut in
Najafgarh; cops
say no complaint

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

AGROUP of men from the Hindu
Sena allegedly got meat shops
shut in Dwarka district and de-
manded that all such shops stay
shut during Navratri. Police, how-
ever, said they have not received
any complaintand added that the
meat market was already shut
and no shop was forced to close.

A video of the men going
around a meat market in
Najafgarh’s Som Bazaar and rais-
ing slogans was uploaded online
Tuesday. Hindu Sena national
president Vishnu Gupta con-
firmed that a few men were sent
to Najafgarh, who shot the video:
“Our workers went to Najafgarh
on Tuesday and today to close all
meat shops in Som Bazaar. We
want these shops to be shut only
for9days torespect sentiments of
Hindus. I don’t think this would
affect anyone’s business as people
don’t eat meat during Navratri.
Hindu meat sellers had already
shutshop, others should too. Our
workers didn’t attack anyone.
Vendors and sellers cooperated...
There was no violence.”

Kamal, who owns a chicken
shop, said, “... The men said I can
start selling meat after Navratri.
We didn’t want to argue or
fight...So,1closed the shop for a
week.” Another shopkeeper re-
iterated this.

DCP (Dwarka) Shankar
Chaudhary said, “We saw the
tweet and videos on social me-
dia. The video was shot on
Tuesday, when the meat market
opposite Don Bosco school is
usually closed. No shop was
closed by a third person. Further,
nobody lodged a complaint or
made a PCR call on this.”

After protests by partners, Urban
Company cuts commission cap

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, OCTOBER 14

AFTER OVER 150 ‘partners’ from
spa and salon verticals protested
against Urban Company’s policies
last week, demanding better pay,
safer working conditions and so-
cial security benefits, the home
services marketplace Thursday
slashed its commission cap by 5%.

In a 12-point programme
aimed atimproving partner earn-
ings and livelihood, Urban
Company Thursday said it wasre-
ducing the highest commission
slab from 30% to 25%. “Earlier,
commissions ranged from 8.5%
for small orders to 30% for high-
ticket orders. Commissions will
now range from 8.5% to 25%,” it
said in a statement.

Among other key actions the
company said it would undertake
include removing temporary
blocks on partners, marginal in-
crease in prices of high demand

Urhan Company ‘partners’ stape protest against
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The Indlan Express report dated October 12

services, reducing maximum cap
onmonthly penalties per partner
inamonthtoRs 1,500 (instead of
Rs 3000) and regarding product
pricingand deductions. The com-
pany further said it will transfer
the entire amount collected from
customers to partners for last-
minute cancellations.

On October 8, a majority of
women partners from the two
verticals had gone onaday-long
strike outside the company’s of-
fice at Udyog Vihar. They alleged

that the company had incre-
mentally hiked commissions
arbitrarily, which was cutting
into their payouts.

A beautician, requesting
anonymity, said, “The company
hasannounced some new initia-
tives after the protest. In the last
few days, there have been con-
sultations between partners and
company representatives regard-
ingour demands. We'lldiscussin
the coming days and decide the
future course of action.”

New Delhi

The victim, Vinit Kumar,
was a final-year student

was shot dead near the parking
area while walking to his hostel
with a group of friends.

Apart from the main accused,
police had booked three other
students of the university on
charges of murder. Preliminary
probe revealed that a dispute
over the victim's close friendship
with the shooter's woman
friend, whois also an accused in
the case, was the alleged reason
for the murder.

A senior police officer, re-
questing anonymity, said the ac-
cused was booked for allegedly

murdering a cab driver in 2016
in Delhi's Mundka.

“In April 2016, when he was
a juvenile, he and another mi-
nor were apprehended for al-
legedly shooting dead a cab
driver after an alleged argu-
ment in Mundka. The gun used
in the crime belonged to his fa-
ther. That case is sub-judice. He
is short tempered; in this case,
he shot the victim over a dis-
pute regarding his friendship
with a woman in college,” said
the police officer.

Police said his family had to
leave their village in Jhajjar after
facing a social boycott from vil-
lagers due to certain disputes,
following which they settled in
Najafgarh.

Police said after the murder,
the shooter had been hiding ata
relative's house and had
changed locations to evade ar-
rest. “He had switched off his
mobile phone on the day of the
murder. The dispute had been
brewing between the victim and
accused for the past few
months,” said the police officer.

3 doctors assaulted by
patient’s kin after baby
dies during C-section

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THREE DOCTORS at a Pitampura
hospital were allegedly harassed
and assaulted by family mem-
bers of a pregnant woman after
her baby died during an emer-
gency C-section on Wednesday.
Police said the incident took
place at Kuber Hospital and
Urology Centre in Northwest
Delhi when the assailants had
come to visit the woman. A case
has been registered against 4-5
family members based on a
complaint by one of the doctors.
They were detained briefly be-
fore being released, said police.
CCTV footage and videos of
the incident posted on social
media by doctors show a group
of men and women hurling
abuses at a doctor. The doctor is
seen walking near aroom when
the family waylays and manhan-
dles him. Later, they are seen
fighting and pushing each other.
Doctors alleged the family also
slapped another doctor and
manhandled a female doctor.

DCP (Northwest) Usha
Rangnani said, “We received a PCR
callabout the death of anewborn
baby due to alleged medical neg-
ligence. At the hospital, we found
that a woman, Sakshi Sharma
(26), was admitted on Tuesday.
She was over eight months preg-
nant and needed an emergency
C-section.” Senior officers said as
the woman had some health
complications, doctors per-
formed a C-section, but the baby
died. “The family had a heated
argument and fought with doc-
tors. They also tried to damage
the hospital,” said DCP Rangnani.

Meanwhile, the body was
shifted to BSA hospital foranau-
topsy. The injured doctors were
taken to the same hospitaland a
medico-legal case was made.

Based on the complaint and
MLC, a case was registered
against the family members un-
derIPCsections 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt), 341 (grievous
hurt) and Section 4 of the Delhi
Medicare Service Personnel and
Medicare Service Institutions
(Prevention of Violence and
Damage to Property) Act, 2008.
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CELEBRATING THE VICTORY OF

GOOD OVER EVIL,

RIGHT OVER WRONG
&

JUSTICE OVER INJUSTICE

DIP/Shabdarth/D/0103/21-22

WISHING YOU ALL A
HAPPY DUSSEHRA

]

Equality, justice, brotherhood, and happiness are the true essence of
Ram Rajya. This Dussehraq, let us try to follow the path shown by Lord
Ram. Here's wishing everyone a Happy and Prosperous Dussehra.
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Arvind Kejriwal,
Chief Minister, Delhi
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NEIGHBOURING STATES HAVE ALLOWED CELEBRATIONS:CM

Allow Chhath celebrations in
city, Kejriwal writes to Baijal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal Thursday wrote to L-G
Anil Baijal asking him to call a
Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) meeting and
give permission to hold Chhath
celebrations in public.

Citing the low Covid case
count in the city, Kejriwal wrote,
“Delhi’s Covid situation has been
in control for the past three
months. I think we should allow
the celebration of Chhath, keep-
ing in mind the Covid protocol.
Neighbouring states suchas Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan
too have allowed Chhath celebra-
tions keeping in mind appropri-
ate restrictions. I request you to
callaDDMA meeting soonand al-
low the celebrations.”

Baijal is the chairperson of
the DDMA, which last month
passed directions that Chhath
celebrations will not be allowed

South Delhi residents can book parking
slot via new app; bid to ease congestion

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

SOUTH DELHI residents will
now be able to book a parking
slot through a new app that will
provide real-time information of
parking sites under the South
MCD. The app, called
‘MyParking’, was launched by
Union Minister Anurag Thakur
on Thursday.

Using the app, residents can
book in advance or on the spot.
The app also provides flexibility

CM Kejriwal cites low
Covid case count in city

in public.

Over the past few years,
Chhath has gained prominence
as Delhi’s Purvanchali popula-
tion has risen. While it is pre-
dominantly celebrated by peo-
ple from Bihar andUP, others
have also started celebratingitin
recent times. Over 30% of Delhi’s
population, it is estimated, has
roots in the Purvanchal belt. Out
of the 70 assembly constituencies
in Delhi, 16 have a majority of
Purvanchali population.

in selecting slots.

It also has features like digi-
tal parking solutions, option of
paperless check-in and check-
out of vehicles, shared parking
for safety and recall, and display
of amenities and facilities in and
near parking locations.

SDMC operates 145 surface
parking sites across its four
zones, besides six multi-level
parking sites and two automated
parking sites.

During the launch, Thakur
said the app provides informa-
tion about the total capacity of

Chhath
politicsin

the capital
o

EXPLAINED

Recognising that Delhi
now has a sizable
Purvanchali population,
governments in Delhi
have been setting up
ghats for celebration for
several years now. The
Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment claims to have
increased the number of
official Chhath ghats from
72 before 2015 t0 1,200in
2019. Chhath celebra-
tions were not allowed in
2020 because of Covid.
While the opposition
wants to corner AAP over
the issue ahead of munic-
ipal polls, AAP is keen on
making the Centre or the
L-G take a stand on allow-
ing celebrations.

vehicles to be parked in the
SDMC parking sites, space used
for parking, and space available
for parking in each site.

SDMC Mayor Mukesh
Suryan said the application
would also help reduce pollution
from vehicles by minimising the
time spent searching for parking
sites.

This app has been developed
by the Broadcast Engineering
Consultants India Limited (BE-
CIL) with SDMCto digitise all au-
thorised parking under the mu-
nicipal limits of the civic body.

Earlier, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia had written to
the Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya, asking
him to hold a meeting with ex-
perts and pass guidelines to cel-
ebrate Chhath. This was pre-
ceded by protests by the Delhi
BJP and the declaration that the
municipal corporations in the
city, which are governed by BJP,
would make arrangements at
ghats to celebrate the festival. On
Thursday, members of the Delhi
Congress also held a protest out-
side the CM's residence.

According to sources, while
the government was wary of al-
lowing gatherings, which gener-
ally tend to be large, it did not
want to anger the electorate
months before the municipal
polls next year.

“This is why the deputy CM
wrote to the minister asking for
directions. The CM has also writ-
ten to the L-G, asking that a final
decision be taken in the DDMA
meeting,” a party leader said.

SDMC Commissioner
Gyanesh Bharti said the app will
also be integrated with the
Vahan app, Fast TAG, e-Challan
and other government initia-
tives.

BECILwill also set up and run
a dedicated call centre for citi-
zens as a customer care unit to
address queries and issues re-
lated to the use of the app. The
call centre will also handle com-
plaints and grievances.

The application can be
downloaded for free on Android
and I0S platforms.
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The Missile Man of India Continues to Inspire Us

s a true proponent of education, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
believed in the power of education and potential of
students to bring about significant changes in society.
Being a celebrated scientist and a teacher par excel-
lence, former President of India Late Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
believed in the power of education to make society a bet-
ter place to live in. Dr. Kalam believed that the youth will
contribute to India's growth if they are well-nurtured and
educated. While he dedicated his entire life in service of
the nation as a scientist, as a teacher Dr. Kalam consis-

tently engaged with students across the country to in-
spire them with his scientific, academic as well as spiritual
guidance.

Recognizing his role in the lives of millions of stu-
dents, the United Nations declared the date “October
15" as the "World Students' Day" on the occasion of
79th Birthday of Dr. Kalam in 2010. The observance of
World Student's Day is an attempt to acknowledge
the efforts of Late Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam towards edu-
cation and his students.
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L2A is proud of
achieving All India
Rank-1 for Shub-
ham Kumar & AIR-
9 for Apala Mishra.

Our  previous
single digit ranks in-
clude AIR-2, AIR-3,
AIR-4, AIR-6 and

AL2A

oz A chieving Aspirations
& atulations

to Our CSE-2020 Selected Candidates
OUR STUDENTS SECURED HIGHEST SCORES IN

LEARN Z ACHIEVE

B/CIAS

e de FA5 My da 105

E at BE N BY IAS are committed not only

to provide online and classroom guidance
but also help the aspirants achieve their maxi-
mum potential and prepare for the Civil Ser-
vices Examination conducted by UPSC. The
focusis on not only securing high score in written
papers but also developing their over all per-
sonality under the guidance of former Civil Ser-
vants. Choosing the optional subject for Civil
Services Examination for the mains part is per-
haps one of the most crucial and difficult tasks for
the aspirants. Going by our own personal expe-
rience and data published by UPSC, Law as an
optional subject for the mains part of the ex-
amination ranks at the top in terms of success
rate among all the other optional subjects. The
vast overlapping with General Studies Syllabus

AIR-7.
We are also
proud of securing

SHUBHAM KUMAR
AIR - 01
MARKS - 320

ISHANT JASWAL
AIR - 80
MARKS - 322

the highest marks
in  Anthropology
Optional consecu-
tively since CSE-
2016 by our An-
thropology classes
and Test Series Pro-
grammes.

Like previous
years, this year also
our students have
secured the high-
est marks in An-
thropology.

AIR-1 Shubham
Kumar secured 320
marks & AIR-80
Ishant Jaiswal se-
cured 322 marks.

Admissions are
now open for An-
thropology, Sociol-
ogy, GS Classes
and Test Series.

POSOOG

APALA RADIKHA SHASHWAT JAGAT SAI VIDHU JAYANT SINGH
MISHRA GUPTA TRIPURARI  RALLAPALLI SHEKHAR RATHORE
AIR-9 AIR-18 AIR-19 AIR-32 AIR-54 AIR-59

OPOOMNG

PARIKSHIT KALPESH KUMAR  SHRISTI RICKEY C YASHWANT VINAYAK
THOUDAM SHARMA SINGH AGARWAL  KUMAR REDDY MAHAMUNI
AIR-60 AIR-73 AIR 87 AIR-93 AIR-95

+ many more

ADMISSION OPEN - BOOK YOUR SEAT NOW

ANTHROPOLOGY - CLASSES & TEST SERIES
SOCIOLOGY- CLASSES & TEST SERIES, GS MAINS

Address: 98, GF, 0ld Rajendra Nagar Market Near UCO bank, New Delhi
+91 9821805141, +919868560857, +9111-25721883, +9111-40109834
Email: info@L2a.in, L2adelhi@gmail.com | Website: www.L2a.in
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UPSC CSE

gives it an added advantage. We at BE N BY
1AS offer one main course covering the entire
syllabus of the Law Optional Paper of 5-6
months duration for the beginners for Civil
Services Examination, 2022 and another
Quick Revision Program (QRP) of 40 days
duration for those who have cleared the Pre-
lims and are having very short time for revision
for the mains of Civil Services Examina-
tion, 2021.

Some of these important features
are:

W Relatively Small Size of Syllabus

B Good scoring vis a vis Other Commonly
Opted Subjects

B High Success Ratio

W Large Areas of Overlapping in many Topics
of General Studies Papers

B Improved Writing Skills and Application
of Common Sense

B General Preparations for GS through Daily
Updates of Current Affairs

Jasbir Singh Bajaj
LLA.S. (V.R.S.), LL.B. (DU), LL.M. (ILI),
MBL (NLSIU), Himself Cleared IAS
with Law optional

B Knowledge of Law by Every Person is A
Legal Presumption...Ignorance of Law is No Ex-
cuse for Anyone

Quick Revision Program (QRP) s a crash
course specially designed for answer writing
skills as per UPSC Pattern and also includes Test

ADVERTORIAL

Only Civil Services Mentorship Institute headed by an IAS officer

Series Programme. The QRP module will cover
the important updates related to Law Optional in
40 sessions for the UPSC CSE Mains Exami-
nation, 2021 and is available in both online and
offline mode. The course is designed exclusively
for aspirants who are appearing for Mains Ex-
amination 2021. The course would be con-
ducted by BE N BY IAS's Director cum for-
mer IAS officer Jashir Singh Bajaj
personally who is a law expert and had cleared
the exam with Law Optional. First 30 minutes
will be dedicated to quick revision of all impor-
tant contents of the topic with relevant case
laws. The study material for classroom discus-
sion is especially designed using flowcharts, di-
agrams and info graphics for easy to understand
overview of the topics. In the remaining session
important previous years questions/model ques-
tions will be attempted to enhance the answer
writing skills. After completion of every module
there would be a test conducted on the patter of
UPSC.

& BENBYIAS &

“Get mentored by those who have succeeded”

Law Optional Course

Live Online (Not Pre Recorded)/

VY X Y1 yyA Offline Classroom Sessions

Course
Features

Regular Batch Starting

18" October 2021

[v] Duration Oct. 2021 to April 2022 [] Answer Writing Skills + PYQs

] 5 Days a Week Classes
[ Full Coverage of UPSC Syllabus

Register Now !!!

V] Full Test Series & Evaluation
[V Class Recordings Available for 1 Year

9958826967, 9958294810
01141644377

Quick Revision Program

UPSC CSE

Live Online (Not Pre Recorded)/

Y B 1175l Offline Classroom Sessions

Batch Starting
29" Oct. 2021

LAW
Optional

Duration

40 Days

Answer writing skills
meeting UPSC requirements
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dergo Covid tests.

STAYING SAFE

THE MEETING of the Congress Working Committee, to be
chaired by Sonia Gandhi on Saturday at the AICC headquarters,
will be the first physical get-together of the top Congress lead-
ership in nearly two years. Although the pandemic numbers
are on the decline, the party is taking adequate precaution. All
the members, it is learnt, have been asked to undergo RTPCR
tests. All staff members who are to be present at the AICChead-
quarters to help smooth conduct of the meeting and members
of the communication department too have been asked to un-

Nor IN Syne

NAVJOT SINGH Sidhu was to meet top Congress leaders K C
Venugopal and Harish Rawat at the AICCheadquarters at 6 pm
Thursday. At least, that is what Rawat had tweeted on Tuesday.
Sidhu himself reached late for the meeting. And when he ar-
rived, both Venugopal and Rawat were not present at the AICC
headquarters. Rawat reached after some time and then came
Venugopal. While Sidhu gave the customary “I have faith in
the party leadership and will abide by its decisions” comment
after the meeting, Venugopal was said to have left the meeting
looking much hassled. For many, it was perhaps an indication
of what had transpired inside.

THE VETERAN

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath Singh on Thursday met former Jan
Sangh MLA from UP and BJP's oldest worker Bhulai Bhai at UP
Bhawan. Bhulai Bhai is 106 years old. Following the meeting, in
which the Defence Minister warmly hugged the former MLA
and had along chat with him, Singh tweeted that he had awon-
derful experience meeting Bhulai Bhai and that his simplicity
was inspiring. He also wished him good health.

Bhutan, China sign
pact on border talks,
India takes note

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

INDIA ON Thursday said that it
"noted" the agreement between
Bhutan and China on a "three-
steproadmap" to expedite nego-
tiations to resolve their bound-
ary dispute.

The signing of the pact came
four years after the Indian and
Chinese armies were locked ina
73-day standoff at the Doklam
tri-junction after China tried to
extend aroad in the area that
Bhutan claimed belonged to it.

"We have noted the signing
of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between
Bhutan and China today. Youare
aware that Bhutan and China
have been holding boundary ne-
gotiations since 1984. India has
similarly been holding boundary
negotiations with China," the
Ministry of External Affairs’ offi-
cial spokesperson, Arindam
Bagchi, said.

In a statement, Bhutan said
its Foreign Minister, Lyonpo
Tandi Dorji,and China's Assistant
Foreign Minister, Wu Jianghao,
on Thursday signed the MoU on
the "three-step roadmap" for ex-
pediting the Bhutan-China
boundary negotiations. "The

MoU on the three-step roadmap
will provide a fresh impetus to
the boundary talks,” the
Bhutanese foreign ministry said.

Itis expected that the imple-
mentation of this roadmap in a
spirit of goodwill, understand-
ing and accommodation will
bring the boundary negotiations
toasuccessful conclusion thatis
acceptable to both sides, it said.

"The negotiations which
have been conducted in a spirit
of understanding and accom-
modation have been guided by
the 1988 Joint Communique on
the Guiding Principles for the
Settlement of the Boundary and
the 1998 agreement on the
maintenance of peace, tranquil-
lity and status quo in the Bhutan-
China Border areas,” the
Bhutanese foreign ministry said.

"During the 10th Expert
Group Meeting in Kunming in
April this year, the two sides
agreed on a three-step roadmap
that will build on the 1988
Guiding Principles and help to
expedite the ongoing boundary
negotiations," it said.

Bhutan shares an over 400-
km-long border with China and
the two countries have held over
24rounds of boundary talksina
bid to resolve the dispute.

WITHPTI

Global Hunger Index:
India slips to rank 101,
behind Pak, Bangladesh

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

INDIA HAS slipped to 101st posi-
tion in the Global Hunger Index
(GHI)2021 of 116 countries, from
its2020 position of 94th and is be-
hind its neighbours Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Nepal.

Eighteen countries, including
China, Brazil and Kuwait, shared
the top rank with GHIscore of less
than five, the website of the GHI
that tracks hunger and malnutri-
tion said on Thursday.

The report, prepared jointly by
Irish aid agency Concern
Worldwide and German organi-
sation Welt Hunger Hilfe, termed
the level of hunger in India

"alarming".

In2020, India was ranked 94th
out of 107 countries. With 116
countries in the fray, it has
droppedto 101strank. India's GHI
score has alsodecelerated -- from
38.8in2000to therange of 28.8 -
27.5 between 2012 and 2021.

The GHI score s calculated on
four indicators — undernourish-
ment; child wasting (the share of
children under the age of five who
are wasted i.e; who have low
weight for their height, reflecting
acute undernutrition); child
stunting (children under the age
of five who have low height for
their age, reflecting chronic under-
nutrition) and child mortality (the
mortality rate of children under
the age of five).

Shah calls for ‘full majority’ govt in

MAYURA JANWALKAR
DHARBANDORA, TALEIGAON,
OCTOBER 14

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah told BJP workersin the state
on Thursday to help the party
achieve absolute majority in the
coming Assembly elections
scheduled early next year.

Addressing a BJP workers’
gathering in Taleigaon, Shah said,
“Everybody talks about the dou-
ble engine government...This
time, we don’t want a govern-
mentof few bogies. We wanta full
majority government onour own
symbol.

“Had Modji not got a full ma-
jority, could we have built the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya? Could we
have nullified Article 370? Could
we have led the country on the
path of developmentinjust seven
years,” Shah asked party workers
gathered at the Taleigaon
Community Centre.

The minister said the party
will turn Goa into a “model state”
if it won absolute majority.

Earlier in the day, while speak-
ing at the bhumi pujan of National
Forensic Sciences University cam-
pusinDharbandorainSouth Goa,
Shah said, “I am predicting that
BJP will form a government with
absolute majority.”

Remembering late defence
minister Manohar Parrikar, Shah
said, “Under the leadership of
Modi-ji, Parrikar-ji gave our three
armed forces the gift of One Rank
One Pension...For many years, ex-
tremists would cross our borders
and spread terror...But with our
surgical strikes, we showed the
world thatIndia’s borders are not
tobe challenged.”

Shahsaid the state and Central
governments had brought about
development. He also com-
mended Chief Minister Pramod

India gets
re-elected to
UNHRC for
2022-24 term

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
UNITEDNATIONS, OCTOBER 14

INDIA WAS re-elected to the UN
Human Rights Council for the
2022-24 term on Thursday with
an overwhelming majority in
the General Assembly, with
New Delhi's envoy here describ-
ingitasa “robust endorsement”
of the country's strong roots in
democracy, pluralism and fun-
damental rights enshrined in
the Constitution.

The 76th UN General
Assembly held elections on
Thursday for 18 new members of
the UN Human Rights Council
who will serve for a period of
three years, starting in January
2022. India got 184 votes in the
193-member assembly, while the
required majority was 97.

“It's a robust endorsement of
our strong roots indemocracy, plu-
ralismand fundamental rightsen-
shrined in our Constitution. We
thank all UN Member States for
givingusastrongmandate,” India's
Permanent Representative to the
UNAmbassador TS Tirumurti said.

India’s term was set to end on
December 312021.Forelection for
the term 2022-2024, there were
five vacant seatsin the Asia-Pacific
States category - India, Kazakhstan,
Malaysia, Qatar and UAE.

India’'s Permanent Mission to
the UN tweeted: “We will con-
tinue to work for promotion and
protection of Human Rights
through #Samman #Samvad
#Sahyog.”

peLHICONFIDENTIAL (304, raises Ram Mandir, Art 370

BiooMI PUIAN - SHILANYE
HaTInnAL F!EIRIH.'II-L' SCIENCES UNIVERST

Union minister Amit Shah lays the foundation stone for the third campus of the National
Forensic Science University at Dharbandora in Goa on Thursday. P11

Sawant for achieving 100 per cent
vaccination of the eligible popu-
lation in Goa, and said the state
government’s handling of the
pandemic was among the bestin
the country.

Taking a swipe at AAP, Shah
said, “Some people come here and
say we will do this for free and that
forfree. Whatdothey think Goais?”

Shah said the forensic univer-
sity about to start in Goa will help
improve conviction rates, gener-
ate employment opportunities for
Goan youth and meet the short-
age of manpower in the field.
There should be forensicteamsat
the district level across 600 dis-
tricts in the country, he said. “For
this, we will need 30,000-40,000
forensic scientists. Where will we
getthem? Ononeside, thereisun-
employment,on the other, thereis
shortage of skilled manpower.
Only education is the answer to
both and that is why the forensic
sciences university was estab-
lished,” he said.

Shah takes dig at Manmohan,
says Modi has enhanced
value of Indian passport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
TALEIGAON, OCTOBER 14

ADDRESSING BJP workers in
Taleigaon, Union minister Amit
Shah mentioned former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh more
than once in his speech.

“During the Congress gov-
ernment, it was such a coalition
thatit was laughable...each min-
ister considered themselves the
Prime Minister but no one
thought of the helpless PM as the
Prime Minister,” Shah said.

The Union minister said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was re-
sponsible forenhancing the value
of the Indian passport. “Now
when you show the Indian pass-

port, foreign officials smile and ask
if you have come from the country
of Modi..Modi has done this job of
enhancing the value of the Indian
passport. Atal-jileftIndia at num-
ber 11.Itdidn’teven climb one po-
sition in the Congress govern-
ment. Manmohan-ji ke svabhaav
ke anusar (In tune with
Manmohan’s nature)...with
Modi’s arrival it was either at
number five or number six),” Shah
said.

The minister said that under
Modi’s leadership, the govern-
ment had given a fitting reply to
those trying to infiltrate the
Indian border. “It happened ear-
lier during Manmohan Singh-ji’s
tenure too. There would be no
answer from the government.”

Sena to sound poll bugle for
BMC polls at Dussehra rally

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 14

CHIEF MINISTER Uddhav
Thackeray is expected to sound
the poll bugle for the
Brihanmumbai  Municipal
Corporation (BMC)and other lo-
cal bodies’ elections at the an-
nual Dussehra rally on Friday.
The Shiv Sena chief is expected
to take on the BJP on multiple is-
sues, ranging from state to na-
tional politics, and speak on the
development issues in Mumbai
and Maharashtra.

Shiv Sena sources said a pres-
entation on various development
works undertaken in Mumbaiin
the past five years will be made.
“The presentation will show that
we not only make promises but

CM Uddhav Thackeray pays tribute to Sena founder Bal
Thackeray, in Mumbai. Twitter/OfficeofUT

also fulfill them,” said a Sena
functionary, adding that it will
underline the party’s tagline
“Karun Dakhvale (we did it)".
Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut

said Thackeray will give a befit-
ting reply to political opponents
who were engaged in a cam-
paign against the party over the
past few months.

Maharashtra minister arrested for
abduction, assault; released on bail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 14

AYEAR and a half after a Thane-
based engineer was allegedly kid-
napped and beaten at state
Housing Minister Jitendra
Awhad's residence, the Thane po-
lice arrested Awhad on Thursday.
The minister was produced in
court and released on bail.
Accordingto the police, the vic-
tim, Anant Karmuse (40), had al-
leged that in April last year, 10-15
men, including two police consta-

Jitendra
Awhad

bles, abducted him from his
Ghodbunder Road residence and
took him to Awhad’s bungalow,
where he was beaten up for a so-
cial media post. It was stated that
Karmuse had been uploading al-
legedly objectionable social media
postson Awhad's family members

and NCP leaders for two years.

The police had arrested five
persons at that time.

Following the incident, the
BJP had demanded that Awhad
be dropped from the Cabinet.

“On Thursday evening,
Awhad appeared before Vartak
Nagar police station in connec-
tion with the case registered
against him and others... after
recording his statement, he was
produced in Thane court and
then released on a bail bond of
Rs 10,000 cash and one surety,"
said an official.

Sidhumeets
Cong leaders,
says will abide
by party decision

KANCHAN VASDEV

& MANOJCG
CHANDIGARH, NEW DELHI,
OCTOBER14

OVER A fortnight after he re-
signed as Punjab Congress pres-
ident, Navjot Singh Sidhu raised
hisissues at a meeting with sen-
ior party leaders at the Congress
headquarters in Delhi on
Thursday. He was summoned to
the capital by AICC general secre-
tary in charge of organisation KC
Venugopal, and party general
secretary in charge of Punjab
Harish Rawat.

Speaking to The Indian Express
after the meeting, Rawat said
Sidhu told them that he would
abide by the party leadership's
decision. "The direction from the
party leadership is clear. He has
been given the responsibility to
strengthen the Congress in
Punjab and inject enthusiasm,”
Rawat said. He said Sidhu will
make an official announcement
on Friday.

Speaking to reporters, Sidhu
said: "I have raised my con-
cerns... I have full faith in the
Congress president, Priyanka ji
and Rahul ji. Jo bhi nirnay lenge,
woh Congress aur Punjab ke hit
mein hoga(Whatever decisionis
taken will be for the benefit of
Congress and Punjab). I will
abide by whatever they say."

Earlier in the day, speaking at
The Indian Express Idea
Exchange, Rawat said: "I think he
has discussed the issues which
he raised — he has discussed it
with the Chief Minister. On one
issue, they have come to an un-
derstanding; on another issue,
we will try to thrash out. I am
quite hopeful. He has not
pressed for the acceptance of his
resignation.”

"His resignation is only on
Twitter. We have seen it in the
newspapers... He is very active
on Congress issues. Recently in
Lakhimpur, (on) the farmers' is-
sue... he was part of a march to
Lakhimpur and courted arrest
also... So he is doing his political
work," Rawat said, when asked
whether he was confident that
Sidhu would continue as the
state Congress chief.

Sidhu after meeting K C
Venugopal and Harish
Rawat in Delhi. Tashi Tobgyal

Time running
@ out

EXPLAINED

EVEN A month after the
replacement of
Amarinder Singh as Chief
Minister, the Congress is
still on fire-fighting
mode in Punjab. While
the elections are ap-
proaching, the party is
nowhere near finalising
even its election man-
agement committees.

Following Sidhu's meeting
with party leaders, a Congress
source said: "Today, he has told
the party about hisissues. All this
while, he was raising the issues
largely on Twitter. We have heard
him out. The party will soon
make an announcement on his
future." Sources said Sidhu has
been asked to deal with the gen-
eral secretary in-charge, instead
of calling up Rahul and Priyanka
directly. The party also sentouta
message by appointing Siddharth
Chattopadhayaya as Vigilance
chief in Punjab. Sidhu was push-
ing for Chattopadhayayatobe the
state DGP.

According to sources, Sidhu
wanted an assurance that he
should be the Congress's next
CM face in Punjab, "He does not
say it in as many words but the
pressingissue is that he wants to
be the next CM face," said a party
leader.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Amid war of words,
Channi meets Amarinder

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER 14

AMID A war of words between
the state Congress and former CM
Capt Amarinder Singh over the
Centre’s decision to enhance ju-
risdiction of BSF in Punjab, and
PPCC chief Navjot Singh Sidhu be-
ing summoned to Delhi by the
party high command, Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh Channi
called on his predecessor at the
latter’s farmhouse Thursday.
Whilealeader close to Channi
called it a “personal visit” which
had no bearing on the state of af-
fairs between Amarinder and
Congress, another leader claimed
hewas tryingto garner support for
himself against Sidhu, who was
notaccepting his authority as CML.
Meanwhile, former PPCC chief
Sunil Jakhar continued with his
barbs over the CM'’s meeting with
Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
saying that the CM “had unwit-
tingly handed half the state to the

Charanjit
Singh
Channi

CM: Simplify land
rules, form panel

Chandigarh: Punjab CM
Charanjit Singh Channi
Thursday directed the state
Chief Secretary to consti-
tute a committee to simplify
land ownership rules. He
said the initiative would go
along way to streamline the
existing procedure of ‘gir-
dawari and jamabandi’ that
will protect the people from
sheer exploitation through
illegal practices. PTI

Centre”. “I used the word unwit-
tingly because Channi is new to
thejob,” he told The Indian Express.

In poll-bound UP, Vishwakarma Vatikas for EBC artisans

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THE CENTRAL government will
set up Vishwakarma Vatikas at
Hunar Haats (talent fairs) in poll-
bound Uttar Pradesh to show-
case traditional skills and crafts-
manship, officials said Thursday.
Minority Affairs Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and Union
Ministers Dharmendra Pradhan
and Arjun Ram Meghwal willin-
augurate the first such
Vishwakarma Vatika and Hunar
Haat in Rampur district - which
has a population of over 50 per-
cent Muslims - on October 16.

The move is being seen as a
strategy to cater to Other back-
ward Classes (OBCs)ahead of the
UP elections - specifically the
Pasmanda Muslims or Dalit
Muslims belonging to the 'Arzal’
class as well as Hindu commu-
nities which form the Extremely
Backward Classes in the state.

According to BJP sources, the
Haats will now focus on com-
munities such as Kahar, Kewat-
Mallah, Kumhar, Kundja, Gujjar,
Gaddi-Ghosi, Qureshi, Jogi, Mali,
Teli, Darji, Nut, Banjara, Badhyi,
Chudidar,  Momin-Julaha,
Mansuri, Dhuniya, Rangrej,
Lohar, Halwayi, Hajjam, Dhobi,
Bhishti, Mochi, Rajmishri etc.

Minister Naqvi told The
Indian Express: “The
Vishwakarma Vatikas will be set
up at Hunar Haats to promote
and preserve traditional skills of
artisans and craftsmen where
they will also be displaying how
India’s traditional exquisite and
elegant indigenous handmade
products are made. Prime
Minister Modi has also talked
about these artisans in his Mann
KiBaat address and he has talked
of the need to concentrate on
their upliftment.”

However, sources in the BJP
said the move will be “politically
advantageous” for the party
ahead of the UP Assembly elec-

tions. “The Pasmanda Muslims
form approximately 30 percent
of UP's population. Aside from
the Muslims - these are com-
mon castes among the Muslims
and the Hindus. While many of
the lower caste Hindus may have
changed their religion to Islam,
the caste remains the same. So,
potters, carpenters, blacksmiths,
goldsmiths — are common in
both religions. This is who we are
concentrating on, as these com-
munities are neglected by both
the Samajwadi Party and the
Bahujan Samajwadi Party,” said
aBJPleader.

The ministry will organise
four major Hunar Haats with

New Delhi

Vishwakarma Vatikas in
Rampur, Lucknow, Agra and
Prayagraj, and these will con-
clude before elections are an-
nounced, said sources.
Vishwakarma Vatikas will be
set up as exclusive enclosures
within Hunar Haats to showcase
the work thatis done by these EBC
communities, with demonstra-
tions and sale of their products.
When artisans are called to
participate in Hunar Haats, the
government provides them a
daily allowance of Rs 1,500, train
fare,acompanion to guide them
and transportation cost for their
products. The artisan also gets to
keep the entire proceeds of sale.

The BJP launched a drive tar-
geting OBCs in particular in Uttar
Pradesh earlier this month and
plans to conduct over 200 rallies
across the state. The party has
performed well electorally
among these communities and
their vote share has been on the
rise steadily since 2014. Prime
Minister Modi earlier an-
nounced 27 per cent reservation
to the OBCs in NEET and in a re-
cent expansion of the Yogi
Adityanath cabinet, three OBC
leaders were inducted among
the seven new faces. The OBC
community constitutes around
54 per cent of the total UP popu-
lation.
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Bommai sparks
row with moral

policing remar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,OCTOBER 14

KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister
Basavaraj Bommai has triggered
acontroversy by seeming to jus-
tify acts of moral policing carried
out by vigilante groups in
Dakshina Kannada region of the
state.

Responding to a question on
the growing incidents of moral
policing by right wing vigilantes,
purportedly to prevent inter
community  relationships,
Bommai said on Wednesday:
"This is a sensitive issue. We all
have responsibilities in a society.
There are multiple sentimentsin
asociety and people will need to
function in a manner that does
not hurt sentiments. When sen-
timents are hurt there will nor-
mally be action and reaction".

Bommai was speaking to re-
porters at the Bajpe airport in
Mangaluru. "The responsibility
of the government, apart from
maintaining law and order, is to
preserve social harmony.
Everyone must cooperate. Some
youths need to ensure that the
sentiments of their society are
not hurt. This is a social issue and
we need morality in society. We
cannot live without morality," he
said. "Peace in society and rela-
tionships are dependent on
morality. When there is no
morality there will be action and
reaction. There is aresponsibility
oneveryone and not just one sec-
tion of society,” he said.

Reacting to his statements,
Congress leader and former CM
Siddaramaiah tweeted: "Is your
loyalty towards our Constitution
or towards Manu Smriti? ...You
have accepted your incapability
to maintain law & order by justi-
fying moral policing by a few
anti-social elements. Please re-
sign & save Karnataka...Innocent
women are being targeted in the
name of moral policing. The gov-
ernment is trying to protect anti-
social elements instead of put-
ting them behind bars.

Basavraj Bommai

Appeasing RSS may be necessary
to save your position, but you
should not stoop this low."

In a series of tweets,
Siddaramaiah  said: "Mr
@BSBommai, whenever women
are subjected to moral policing
henceforth, can the people of
Karnataka assume that you are
the true reason for the crime? Itis
more criminal to encourage &in-
cite violence, and protect the per-
petrators... Doyou have any plans
to dissolve the police depart-
ment, and hand over the law &
order toRSS? Or are you planning
to establish Jungle Raj?".

A group of 56 advocates, re-
tired judges and social organisa-
tions also condemned Bommai's
remarks in an official statement.
"Your statement that social
morality is to be protected is not
aninnocent message. It sends out
a dangerous message that as far
asyouare concerned, it is okay to
use violence to enforce what
some people see as morality,"
said the statement endorsed by
several signatories, including for-
mer Karnataka High Court Judge
H Nagamohan Das.

"These acts of violence affect
the dignity of the youth and in-
stil fear in them. It condemns mi-
norities and Dalits to lead the life
of second-class citizens. It also
conveys the message that
women have no right in choos-
ing their partners. It is an attack
on all women in fact. It also fills
the minds of many youth among
the majority community with
hate," said the statement.

At SCO meet, Rajnath hails Indira CBSE first term

for leading India du

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

POINTING TO former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi and for-
mer President Pratibha Patil as ex-
amples of women empowerment
inIndia, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh Thursday said it is for the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation nations “to ensure
regional stability, promote peace,
ensure gender equality and work
towards betterment of the entire
region”.

Addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of an international seminar
organised by the SCO —a Eurasian
political, economic and security
alliance headquartered in Beijing
- on the ‘Role of Women in the
Armed Forces’, the minister said,
“Indira Gandhi not only led the
country foranumber of years, she
also did so during times of
war..more recently...Pratibha Patil
was the President of Indiaand the
Supreme Commander of the
Indian Armed Forces.”

Singh further announced that
from next year, women shall be
able to join the national Defence
Academy, “India’s premier tri-
service pre-commissioning train-
ing institute”.

“India remains deeply com-
mitted to the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation and its
charter. We have long standing
and natural linkages throughout
history to all the countries in this
unique grouping. Our shared cul-
ture, ethnic, civilisational and ge-

ographical past has only been re-
inforced by our warm relation-
ships and close ties. [ have no
doubt that this augurs well for a
mutually fulfilling relationship in
the future.”

The minister said India’s “ap-
proachto the induction of women
in the police, central police, para-
military and armed forces has
been progressive. We have taken
the evolutionary path of moving
from support to combat support
and thereafter to combat arms
within the armed force.”

Singh said that the role of
women in ancient Indian litera-
ture has never been confined by
gender stereotypes and that this
literature is “replete” with exam-
ples that reinforce equality and
feminism. “It therefore comes as
no surprise that a number of
women have reached the rank of
Lieutenant General and equiva-
lent within the Indian Armed
Forces, leading their men and
women under the most challeng-
ing conditions.”

The minister said the “chang-
ing character of war” is “bringing
threats from our borders towithin
oursociety and amongst the peo-
ple”. “Terrorism is just the most
obvious and diabolical manifesta-
tion of this reality...It has been
employed as a weapon of choice
by non-state actors and irrespon-
sible states alike for the further-
ance of their political objectives.
SCO as an organization has un-
equivocally rejected terrorism in
all its manifestations and forms,”
he said.

ring wa

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with CDS Gen Bipin Rawat at
aBRO event in Delhi on Thursday. Amit Mehra

Sela tunnel work on track

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh on Thursday conducted
the final breakthrough blast of
Sela tunnel in Arunachal Pradesh
on Thursday remotely from the
National War Memorial in Delhi.
The tunnel, expected to be
completed by June 2022, goes
through Sela Pass and is ex-
pected to cut down the distance
to China border through Tawang
by 10 km. It is being constructed
ataheight of over 13,000 feet.
“Apart from strengthening
our national security, this tunnel
will strengthen the social and
economic conditions of the re-
gion by bringing a transforma-
tive change in public transport.
Built with state of the art features

ARUNACHAL
PRADESH

Bomdila e

and technology, the tunnel will
prove to be the lifeline of not only
Tawang, but the entire state,”
Singh said. The Sela tunnel
would cut down by at least an
hour the travel time between the
Army's 4 Corps headquarters at
Tezpur in Assam and Tawang.

Itwould ensure that National
Highway 13 remains accessible
in all weather conditions.

Chhattisgarh tribal protesters to head home

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,OCTOBER 14

MEMBERS FROM tribal commu-
nities of 30 villages in
Chhattisgarh’s Sarguja and
Korba districts, who have been
protesting against coal mining
projects in Hasdeo Aranya re-
gion, have decided to return to
their villages after a meeting
with state Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel Thursday
evening. They also met Governor
Anusuia Uikey earlier in the day.

The protesters marched from
Ambikapur district to reach
Raipur on Wednesday, covering
over 300 kmsin ten days, toreg-
ister their protest against what
they called “illegal” land acqui-
sition.

State health minister TS
Singh Deo met them the same
day and issued a statement of

support. The Chief Minister has
assured them that an investiga-
tion will be carried out on the ba-
sis of their allegations. “We are
standing with the aadiwasi of
the state. The area of Lemru
Elephant Reserve which covers
all the coal blocks in the region
will not be reduced than 1995 sq
km as was decided by the gov-
ernment in 2018,” a state gov-
ernment statement said.

“We were assured by the

Governor that she would com-
municate with both the central
and state governments,” Alok
Shukla, one of the protesters and
convenor of Chhattisgarh
Bachao Andolan, said.

They submitted their mem-
orandum of demands to both
the offices. “We are planning to
go back...It’s a crucial time for
farming. Further course of action
will be decided in a meeting
later,” one of the protesters said.

rtime exam schedule

tobeoutOct 18

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THE DATE-SHEET for the first
term of CBSE class 10 and 12 ex-
aminations, scheduled for
November-December, is set to be
released by the Board on October
18, itislearnt.

The Board had announced in
July that instead of conducting
one annual examination at the
end of the year this academic ses-
sion, it would divide the syllabus
in half and tests for each half
would be conducted in two term-
end examinations. The first term
examinations will be held offline
in November-December in 90-
minute, objective type formats.

To optimise the examination
schedule, the Board communi-
cated to schools on Thursday that
it has decided to divide the sub-
jects for both classes 10 and 12
into major subjects - offered by
almost all affiliated schools - and
minor subjects - offered by fewer
schools.

The major subjects will follow
a common fixed exam schedule
like usual years after the minor
subject exams are completed. The
Board has created groups of
schools which offer particular mi-
nor subjects and will create sepa-
rate time tables for these so that
different schools may conduct
different exams on a given day.
This has been done because the
Board is offering 114 subjects in
class 12 and 75 subjects in class
10and has estimated that follow-

A need for
@ flexibility

EXPLAINED

AFTER CBSE was forced
to cancel the 2020-2021
annual examinations due
to the second wave of the
Covid-19 pandemic, it
decided to create a two-
term system to allow
more flexibility. By
breaking up the syllabus
in two parts, the Board
has created options to
choose fromin the event
of another complete clo-
sure of schools.

ing the earlier system of a com-
mon schedule for all schools will
resultin the examinations taking
up at least 45 days.

Since the exams are being
conducted in the middle of the
academicyear, the Board is trying
to “avoid learning loss”.

There are 19 major subjects
for class 12 and 9 major subjects
for class 10. The reading time for
the exams have been increased
from 15 minutes to 20 minutes.

The second term examination
is scheduled for March-April
2022. Students will not be consid-
ered ‘pass’,‘compartment’ or ‘es-
sential repeat’ after the first term
exam as their final result will only
be declared after the second term
exam.

Bengal assault case: Vijayvargiya, two
others granted anticipatory bail

Kolkata: The Calcutta High Court on Thursday granted anticipatory

bail to BJPleaders Kailash Vijayvargiya, Jisnu Basu and Pradeep Joshi in
acaseof alleged assault ona woman and criminal intimidation. The in-
terim bail will remain effective till October 25, the vacation bench or-
dered, adding, the petitioners will not tamper with the evidence and
intimidate witnesses in any manner. The petitioners had challenged an
order of the Chief Judicial Magistrate, Alipore, that directed register-
ing an FIR against them. PTI
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When goodness wins

Celebrated across the
country in various ways,
Dussehra marks the end of Navratri
and the resetting of our lives

CTOBER marks the beginning of the festive season and
o as we head towards autumn and winter, it is a time for

reflection, reorienting our inner selves, harmonising our-
selves with the universe, renewing and resetting our lives. Navra-
tri or the nine nights are all about this contemplative phase, con-
necting with the divine manifested as the sacred feminine, which
ends in the celebratory God-realisation of Dussehra or Vi-
jayadashmi.

Dussehra is the grand finale of the Navaratri celebrations and is
observed on the tenth day in the Hindu calendar month of Ashvin
or Kartik, the sixth and seventh month of the Hindu luni-solar
calendar respectively, which typically coincides with the months of
September or October.

It is one of the most important and revered Hindu festivals in In-
dia, celebrating the triumph of good over evil. It is observed for dif-
ferent reasons and celebrated differently in various parts of India.
In the southern, eastern, north-eastern and some northern states
of India, Vijayadashami marks the end of Durga puja, commemo-
rating Goddess Durga's victory over the buffalo demon Mahisha-
sura to restore and protect dharma. In the northern, central and
western states, the festival marks the victory of Lord Rama over the
demon king Ravana.

Vijayadashami celebrations include processions to a river or
waterfront where the clay statues of Durga, Lakshmi, Saraswati,
Ganesha and Kartikeya are immersed amid music and chants.
Symbolically, the devotees imbibe the goodness of divinity and
purify themselves while vowing to uphold the goddess’ way till she
returns the next year. Elsewhere, towering effigies of Ravan, sym-
bolising evil, are burnt with fireworks on the evening of Vi-
jayadashami, marking the destruction of evil. This festival also
starts the preparations for Diwali, the festival of lights, which is cel-
ebrated 20 days after Dussehra.

At many places in northern India, the fervour for Dussehra is
built through Ramlila, or the brief version of the story of Rama, Sita
and Lakshman, which is enacted over nine days. These days some
of these have gone digital and even use guided laser to depict
episodes. Old cities like Varanasi still uphold tradition as live per-
formance artists depict the Ramayana on stage every evening for
amonth.

In south India, Vijayadashami is celebrated in a variety of ways,
including worshipping Goddess Durga, lighting up temples and
major forts, such as the palace at Mysore, and displaying colourful
figurines. Mysore has traditionally been a renowned centre of
Dussehra-Vijayadashami celebrations.
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BIHAR
1lynched, two
arrested after
priest shot

Darbhanga: A45-year-old
priest was shot over a dis-
pute over a mobile phone
in Darbhanga district on
Thursday. One of the al-
leged assailants, identified
as Pulkit Singh, was
lynched and two others
were arrested. The inci-
denttook place when four
armed men barged into a
temple and shot priest
Rajeev Kumar Jha and in-
jured a devotee. The in-
jured devotee, identified as
Shambhu Choudhary, has
been hospitalised and his
condition is stated to be
stable. PTI

UTTARAKHAND

Kedarnath,
Yamunotrito
closeonNov 6

Dehradun: The date for the
closure of Badrinath will
be announced on Friday
on the occasion of Vijay
Dashmi as is done tradi-
tionally, Uttarakhand
Chardham Devasthanam
Board media incharge
Harish Gaud said. Closure
of the Himalayan temples
will mark the end of the
annual Chardham Yatra,
which had a delayed start
for the second consecutive
year last month due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Over
one lakh pilgrims have vis-
ited Chardham so far
this year. PTI

MAHARASHTRA
Actor Armaan
Kohlidenied bail
indrugscase

Mumbai: A special NDPS
court in Mumbai on
Thursday rejected the bail
plea of Bollywood actor
Armaan Kohli in a drugs
case.Judge AAJoglekar re-
jected the bail plea. A de-
tailed order was not avail-
able yet. Kohli was arrested
on August 29 following a
raid by the NCB at his resi-
dence during which
banned drugs were al-
legedly seized. PTI

RAJASTHAN
Manarrested
inJodhpurfor
‘spying for Pak’

Jodhpur: An employee in
the chiefengineer office of
the Military Engineer
Service in Jodhpur was ar-
rested for allegedly spying
for Pakistan, police said on
Thursday. Gajendra Singh,
aged around 35 and a res-
ident of Sirohi district, was
in touch with a Pakistani
woman through
WhatsApp. He was pass-
ing on information of
strategic importance to
her, DGP, Intelligence,
Umesh Mishra said. Singh,
who is a photostat opera-
tor, would click photos of
important files on his mo-
bile phone and share them
with the Pakistani woman,
Mishra said. PTI

Off govt

AISHWARYA MOHANTY
KALAHANDI, OCTOBER 14

JEMANAIK bursts into tears on be-
ing reminded of her loans. “My
mother has been disturbed ever
since a loan collection agent
knocked at our door and abused
her,” the 50-year-old’s daughter,
Ranjata, says.

Naik is an ASHA worker in
Pokhrighat village of Odisha’s
tribal-majority Kalahandi district.
Early last year, she borrowed
Rs 30,000 from a private microfi-
nance company for herelder son’s
wedding. Months later, with
Covid-19 curbs squeezing the
family’s income to just the Rs 50-
70 her husband earns every day
from grazing cattle, she took an-
otherloan of Rs 25,000.

Both loans were takenatanin-
terest of 23.78 per cent,and Naik’s
family is now caughtinadebt trap.

LAKHIMPUR KHE

B

Police re-create the sequence of events that took place on October 3 in Tikonia village, on Thursday. P11

Union MoS Mishra’s sontakento
crime spot with other accused

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER 14

THE UP Police’s Special
Investigation Team (SIT) probing
the killing of eight people in
Lakhimpur Kheri, including four
farmers, on October 3 brought
main accused Ashish Mishra,
whois Union MoS Ajay Mishra’s
son, and three others arrested in
the case to the site of the incident
on Thursday to re-create the
crime scene with the help of
three vehicles and dummy
bodies.

The accused were also taken
to MoS Ajay Mishra's village
Banveerpur, around 2 km from

the spot. Ashish Mishra has
claimed that he was attending a
wrestling event at the village
when the incident occurred
while farmers say the Minister's
sonwas behind the wheel of one
of the vehicles that hita group of
farm protesters that day. Four
farmers were killed in the inci-
dent and four others in the vio-
lence that followed.

The re-creation was done be-
fore the three-day police custody

Dr Gangakhedkar in WHO
expert group to study
origin of new pathogens

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,OCTOBER 14

DRRRGANGAKHEDKAR, former
head of epidemiology and com-
municable diseases at the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), has been selected for the
World Health Organisation’s
(WHO)expert group that will ex-
amine the origins of emerging and
re-emerging pathogens of epi-
demic and pandemic potential,
including SARS-CoV-2.

Dr Gangakhedkar, who is
based in Pune, retired as the head
of epidemiology and communi-
cablediseasesatthe ICMRinJune
last year. When contacted on
Thursday, he told The Indian
Express that this was one “more
opportunity to contribute to the
welfare of humanity and my
country”.

The WHO on Wednesday an-
nounced the proposed members
ofits Scientific Advisory Group for
the Origins of Novel Pathogens
(SAGO), which will advise it on
development of a global frame-
work to define and guide studies
inthe field.

The 26 scientists, from several

records,

Itisalsoamong several families in
the district whose earning mem-
bers have migrated for the first
time to other states to help their
families repay loans taken during
the Covid-19 year. “Two of my
brothers are daily wage workers
in Kerala,” Ranjata says.

According to district officials
and residents, most of these loans
were taken for weddings, medical
treatment and post-monsoon
house repairs. “We have received
inputs that people in many vil-
lages are relying on these micro-
finance companies and we have
been trying to reach out to assist
them,” says additional district
magistrate, Kalahandi, Sarat
Chandra Srichandan.

“The loss of income due to re-
strictions on movement during
the pandemic and very few work
opportunities at the village level
are the main reasons. Many fam-
ilies had to rely on loans to make

Gangakhedkar

countries, will serve in their per-
sonal capacities to represent the
broad range of disciplines relevant
to emerging and re-emerging
pathogens. “The emergence of
new viruses with the potential to
spark epidemics and pandemics
isafactof nature,and while SARS-
CoV-2 is the latest such virus, it
willnotbe thelast,” said Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO
Director-General.

“Understanding where new
pathogens come fromis essential
for preventing future outbreaks
with epidemicand pandemic po-
tential,and requires abroad range
of expertise...” he said.

Dr Gangakhedkar had be-
come the face of ICMR during me-
dia briefings on the pandemic.

The rapid emergence and
spread of SARS-CoV-2 has high-
lighted the importance of being
prepared for any future event, to
be able to identify novel
pathogens early and to address
the risk factors, said a WHO
statement.

of Ashish Mishra ends Friday
morning. Late Thursday, Mishra
was sent to the district jail, with
the SIT likely to approach the lo-
cal court again for further police
custody of the accused.

Thursday’s exercise was
done under tight security with
the area cordoned off. But police
sources told The Indian Express
that during the process, all the
accused except Ashish were
asked to step out of their vehicle
and questioned about their pres-
ence at the spot on the day of
incident.

Sources said Ashish was not
asked to step out as he had de-
nied his presence there at the
time of the incident.

ButinBanveerpur village, de-
fence counsel Awadesh Kumar
Singh said, “all accused, includ-
ing Ashish Mishra, were brought
down from the vehicle”. “SIT of-
ficials asked them several ques-
tions, including about the roads
thatlead to the incident site and
to the Minister's house,”
Singh said.

Ankit Das, who is a nephew
of former Congress MP, the late
Akhilesh Das, is a businessman.
Lateef has beenidentified as Das'
security guard.

“During investigation, it
came to light that Das, Lateef and
Bharti were travelling in one of
the SUVs involved in the inci-
dent,” an SIT official said.

TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

e NEW CASES: 16,446

DASSINGE ACTIVE CASES: 2,03,911

UM TOTAL VACCINATION: 96,82,20,997
DAILY DEATHS | TOTALDEATHS | WEEKLYCFR | OVERALL CFR
379 ‘ 4,51,814 0.98% 1.34%
- q —
o " T

» . | -

1:_ gl ‘“j Y Nl |

TESTS TODAY: 13,53,798 | TOTAL TESTS: 58,90,18,323

WEEKLY POSITIVITY: 1.35% | OVERALL POSITIVITY: 5.78%

STATES REPORTING MOST CASES

STATE NEW  ACTIE  WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES ~ CASES  POSITIVITY  VACCINATION
M Kerala 9,246 96,342 11.09% 3,69,69,436
M Maharashtra 2,384 29,560 1.72% 9,00,63,199
M Tamil Nadu 1,259 15,451 093% 5,25,37,833
W Mizoram 1,028 12,701 14.42% 11,85,914
mAndhraPradesh 540 6,588 143% 4,58,77,081
STATES REPORTING MOST DEATHS
STATE TODAY'S TOTAL  WEEKLY  OVERALL
DEATHS ~ DEATHS CFR CFR
mHaryana** 174 10,049 197.73% 1.30%
M Kerala 96 26,746 0.70% 0.57%
M Maharashtra 36 143,302 1.85% 2.19%
mTamil Nadu 20 35,853 1.02% 1.35%
mAndhraPradesh 10 14,286 0.71% 0.70%

Note: Dataas on Oct 14; vaccination numbersas of Oct 13. Deaths include those from previous days.
**Haryanaadded 174 deaths toits tally as aresult of a data reconciliation exercise

UP BJP leader
says PM should
dismiss Union
MoS Mishra

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BALLIA, OCTOBER 14

BJP LEADER Ram Igbal Singh on
Thursday accused Union MoS
Ajay Mishra of being behind the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence and
sought his sacking by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. He said
questions are also being raised
about the Prime Minister for not
sacking the minister.

Singhalleged that Mishrawas
behind the Lakhimpur violence.
His “threatening statement”
added fuel to the fire, he said.

“He should have apologised to
farmers but he only tried to de-
fend his son. He has not regretted
the incident yet. This incidentis a
blot on humanity,” Singh, a B]P
state executive member, told re-
porters. “His son crushed farmers
to death under his car. He was ar-
rested after the intervention of the
Supreme Court, but even today
the minister is sitting on the chair.
Insuchasituation, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should sack him
immediately,” he said.

In response to a question,
Singh said that the image of the
BJP government has been “tar-
nished” by the Lakhimpur inci-
dentand the Gorakhpur business-
man’s murder case.

He said that BJP workers have
alsobeenkilled in the Lakhimpur
incident and the government
should take care of them.
“Activists across the state are an-
gry due to the callousness of the
governmenton thisincident. Like
the farmers, the government
should also provide financial as-
sistance to the relatives of the de-
ceased workers and a job to their
family members,” he said.

The former MLA claimed that
the condition of dedicated party
workers in the BJP has become
like “bonded labourers”.

Son-in-law framed
by NCB, seizures
done at agency

office: NCP’S_

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

NCP LEADER Nawab Malik on
Thursday alleged that his son-in-
law Sameer Khan and two others
had been “framed” by the NCBin
connection with a narcotics case
in January this year.

His comments came aday af-
ter the detailed bail order passed
by the special NDPS court while
granting Khan and two others bail
last month was made available on
Wednesday.

Inthe order, the court has ob-
served that no case forillicit drug
trafficking and conspiracy was
made out.

In a press conference on
Tuesday, Malik showed photo-
graphs of seizures that the NCB
alleged were made at his son-in-
law’s residence, but which, he
claimed, were actually carried out
atthe NCB office.

Malik showed photographs of
achair and flooring seenin these
photographs of drug seizures. He
then showed photographs of the
chairand flooring seenin the NCB
office toindicate that the seizures
were done at the NCB office.

Malik claimed that when this
was pointed out to the NCB, the
agency said that the seizures
were done at the scene of crime.

Malik further claimed that
while the NCB had claimed to
have found 200 kg of ganja, the
chemical analyser’s report had
proved that it was not ganja, but
herbal tobacco.

“It is shocking that an anti-
narcotic agency like NCB cannot
distinguish between ganja and
tobacco,” he said.

Malik added that anti narcotic
agencies have kits that instantly
prove whether a substance is a

Malik

NCP leader Nawab Malik ata
press conference in Mumbai
on Thursday. Amit Chakravarty

narcotic or not, and wondered
how they could not find out that
the substance seized was not a
narcotic.

“This is clear cut framing of
people by NCB and from day one
I have been saying that they have
been indulgingin ‘farziwada’(fake
cases),” Malik alleged. He added
theywill soon be approaching the
Bombay High Court to quash the
case.

When contacted about the al-
legations, NCB zonal director
Sameer Wankhede said, “We are
preparing to approach the
Bombay High Court against the
bail. I cannot comment on the
matter as it is currently
sub-judice.”

Sources from the NCB, how-
ever, said that the court had
granted bail to Sameer Khan and
had not discharged him
from the case.

An NCB official said that even
if as per the court bail order there
is 1.1 kg ganja recovered, it is an
intermediate quantity that is
punishable with 10 years behind
bars. On questions about the
ganja being seized at the NCB of-
ficeinstead of the crime scene,an
official said that they will reply to
that allegation to the court.

Elgaar Parishad case: Bombay HC gives
Varavara Rao till Oct 28 to return to jail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

THE BOMBAY High Court
Thursday gave Elgaar Parishad ac-
cused Varavara Rao until October
28 toreturn tojail. The octogener-
ian, who had been granted med-
ical bail for six months on
February 22, had earlier been al-
lowed extension until October 14.

Raohad sought furtherexten-
sionand permission to shift to his
residence at Hyderabad in
Telangana, citing ill health and
high expenses in Mumbai.

A division bench of Justice
Nitin M Jamdar and Justice Sarang

Varavara
Rao

VKotwal could not hearRao's plea
due to paucity of time and said it
will hear the petition later this
month. However, the bench ex-
tended until October 28 the ear-
lier interim order giving Rao until
October 14 to “surrender”.

Rao’s plea stated that the six-
month period following his re-
lease ended on September 5 and
he continues to suffer from ail-
ments that require treatment.

The 81-year-old’s petition

CBI busts recruitment racket in
CRPF’s CoBRA unit; 5 booked

New Delhi: The CBI has busted a
recruitment racket by booking five
CRPF constables posted at the
headquarters of its elite CoOBRA
force for allegedly taking bribes to
get failed candidates selected in
the anti-Maoist commando unit,
officials said on Thursday.
Theagency’sactioncameona
complaint from the CoBRA head-
quarters, which alleged that some
constables, who underwent pre-
induction training at the CoBRA

School of Jungle Warfare and
Tactics, had alleged a “criminal
network” was operating, which
tookbribes from failed candidates
to get them selected, they said.
The agency has booked con-
stables general duty Sashi Kanwar,
Rahul Rathi, Manoj Kumar, Mohit
Kumar Rathi, Velu Murugan and
former constable Sandeep Kumar,
they said. CBI conducted searches
at premises of the accused in
Delhi, Haryana and UP. PTI

debt trap fuels migration from Kalahandi

Jamik (extreme left) with family at his house. Aishwarya Mohanty

up for the loss of income. This has
led toanincrease in migration for
work from the region,” says
Sameet Panda, co-convenor of
Odisha Khadya Adhikar Abhiyan,
a Right to Food activist who con-
ducts regular visits in this region.

This migration, however, does

notreflectin official records, mak-
ing it difficult for officials to track
this trend on the ground. For in-
stance, records show that 4,171
people from the district migrated
to other states for work between
2018 and 2021. However, during
the pandemic last year, the district

recorded the return of 40,982 mi-
grantworkers from various states.

In Niali village of Lanjigarh
block, 17-year-old Bulu was the
first from his family to move out
of the state for work. “We were
unable to pay the installments for
aloan of Rs 30,000 that we took
to rebuild our house after heavy
rains. I had no work during the
pandemic, and we are a family of
seven. To repay thatloan, | had to
take another loan and our house
is still incomplete,” Bulu’s father,
Janik (34), says. “Bulu left for
Hyderabad in September to work
ina garage. What other choice do
we have?” he asks.

Kalahandi has 19 public sector
banks operating across 13 blocks
and catering to a population of
15.8lakh. Butaccording tolocal of-
ficials and residents, private mi-
crofinance is easily accessible.

“Visits to government banks
are tedious. In the case of microfi-

nance companies, the loans ap-
pear lucrative because small
amountsare sanctioned. We don't
have to travel anywhere... the
agents come tothe village. We can
take multiple loans and pay them
over a long period,” says Subha
Bag, a 30-year-old from ASHA
worker Naik’s Pokhrighat village.

The tenure of micro loans in
rural areas are usually for a mini-
mum of 20 months with install-
ments to be paid every fortnight.
The loans are easy to avail, and
provided with hardly any collat-
eral, although delays in payment
lead to heavy fines.

Public sector banks have been
trying to reach the rural popula-
tion with multiple loan schemes,
saysasenior banker involved with
operations in the region. “The in-
terestrateisaslowas4 percentin
some of them. But it is true that
there are connectivity issues in
some blocks... making routine

New Delhi

procedures atiring affair,” he says.

Officials say they are aware of
private microfinance companies,
but thereis noofficial assessment
onthe numberof suchlenders. “In
most cases, these are companies
which don'toperate from here but
have anemployee stationed inthe
district,” says Srichandan, the ad-
ditional district magistrate.

Bag warns that once families
fallinto adebt trap, thereis hardly
any option but to approach the
private lenders again. “[ first took
aloan of Rs 40,000 and then an-
other of Rs 26,000 to pay the first
one. [ have more than 27 install-
ments to pay.Initially, |had to pay
Rs700every 15 days. We thought
we could manage and took the
loan to construct another room,"
she says.

“But now, theroomisyettobe
constructed. And my husband left
for Kerala in August to rescue the

family’s finances.”

added that medical reports show
he has asymptomatic Parkinson’s
disease, neurological ailments and
severe abdomen pain showing
evidence of umbilical hernia.

The petition said he has been
residing at a rented flat in
Mumbai, which along with other
expenses makes it difficult to live
inthe city depending solely on his
pension as income.

Inits order, the High Court had
seta condition that Rao could not
leave the city. The petition sought
modification of the condition
seeking that he be allowed to re-
turn to his permanent home in
Telangana. The court will hear
Rao’s pleas next on October 26.

PMC bank fraud
case: HC rejects
Wadhawan’s
medical bail plea

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 14

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Thursday rejected the medical
bail plea of HDIL promoter
Rakesh Wadhawan, arrested on
charges of money laundering in
the multi-crore Punjab and
Maharashtra Co-operative
(PMC) Bank Limited fraud case.

The court was informed that
adual-chamber pacemaker im-
plantation had been successfully
carried out on Wadhawan and
that arrangements were being
made to prepare a cardiac care
unit (CCU) at the BMC-run KEM
Hospital, where he was shifted
from Arthur Road Jail last month.
Wadhawan underwent pace-
maker surgery at KEM hospital
due to emergency reasons.

Justice Sambre, while reject-
ing the plea, granted liberty to
Wadhawan to approach the
lower court to seek relief in case
of emergency, if certain facilities
including cardiac-ICU required
are not made available to him at
the BMC-run KEM hospital.

Wadhawan, in his plea, had
said the government hospitals
do not have sufficient facilities
to treat him.

Wadhawan has been named
as an accused by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and the Economic Offences
Wing of the Mumbai Police in
the PMC Bank fraud case.
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Pune land grab
case: Khadse’s
wife gets interim
arrest protection

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 14

GRANTING INTERIM relief from
arrest to Mandakini Khadse, wife
of NCPleader Eknath Khadse who
has been booked by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)in connec-
tion with a Pune land grab case,
Bombay High Court directed her
toappear before it every Tuesday
and Friday between 10 am and
pm from October 17 till further or-
ders. The court instructed her to
cooperate with the ED.

The court said thatin the event
of arrest by ED, Mandakini will be
released on bail on furnishing a
personal bond of Rs 50,000 and
sureties in the like amount. The
matter was posted for further
hearing on December 7.

The court also directed
Mandakini not to influence the
prosecution witnesses or tamper
with evidence while granting lib-
erty toED tomentionits grievance
before HC in case the applicant
fails to attend the agency office as
directed. The court also said that
the respondent ED is at liberty to
file an affidavit in reply to the an-
ticipatory bail application.

After attacks, Valley mosques
relay messages of solidarity

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 14

OVER THE last week, some
mosques in the Valley have
started broadcasting messages of
solidarity and unity with the mi-
nority community inJammuand
Kashmir (J&K) following the "tar-
geted attacks" in which four per-
sons have been killed so far. The
Kashmiri Hindus living in the
Valley have welcomed the step,
and hoped that more mosques
would follow.

"Therole of these masjid com-
mittees over the last few days is
commendable," said Sanjay

Tickoo, president of the Kashmir
Pandits Sangarsh Samiti. "The
messages of reassurance fromthe
masjids have sparked a new ray
of hope of understanding and
community bonding," he said.

"lonce again humbly request
allmasjid committees in Kashmir
Valley to give some time after
Friday prayers to emphasise the
value and importance of
Kashmiri society, with respect to
social and moral security of the
minorities living here," Tickoo
said.

Itbegan last Friday, when two
mosques in Srinagar Old City
asked its worshippers to stand by
members of the minority com-

munity and ensure that they feel
confident of their support. Since
then, other mosques too have re-
layed similar messages.

On October 5, a prominent
Kashmiri businessman, M L
Bindroo, and a street vendor from
Bihar, Virendar Paswan, were
killed in separate attacks. Two
days later, Supinder Kour, a Sikh
principal of agovernment higher
secondary school, and her col-
league Deepak Chand, a resident
of Jammu, were killed inside their
school in Srinagar.

According to unverified re-
ports, The Resistance Front (TRF),
amilitant outfit, claimed respon-
sibility for these killings.

Seven judges appointed to three High Courts

New Delhi: Seven judges, includ-
ing four advocates, were ap-
pointed to three high courts on
Thursday. Those appointed in-
cluded four advocates and three
judicial officers, the Department
of Justice in the Law Ministry said.

While four judges were ap-
pointed to the Patna High Court,
two were appointed to the
Bombay High Court. One judge
was appointed to the Allahabad

High Court,according to the listis-
sued by the Law Ministry.

Atotal of 14 new judges were
onWednesday appointed to three
high courts,aday afterarecord 17
appointments across three other
high courts. Between August 8
and September 1, the apex court
collegium had processed over 100
names recommended by various
high courts and had finally sent 68
names to the government for ap-

pointment as judges to 12 high
courts. Later, more names were
sent to the government. On
October 11, three advocates and
two judicial officers were elevated
asjudgesof Rajasthan High Court.

In a separate development,
seven judges were on October 11
transferred to different high
courts. On October 5, as many as
15 judges of 11 high courts were
transferred. PTI

GUJARAT

Woman tortured, killed
for being ‘possessed’; 3
priests among 5 arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT, OCTOBER 14

FIVE MEN were arrested
Thursday for allegedly murder-
ing a 25-year-old woman after
torturing and branding her
claiming that she was possessed
by a spirit during Navaratri cele-
brations at a shrine in
Okhamadhi village in Dwarka
district on Wednesday.

The five, including three
community priests and the
brother-in-law of the woman,
have been booked for murder
with police saying the men as-

trembling and shouting ata tem-
ple of goddess meldi in
Okhamadhi village at around
4,30 am Wednesday.

“Saying she was possessed
by some goddess, the accused

Dalit woman gangraped, assaulted
after tiff over collecting wood: police

Shivpuri: A 38-year-old Dalit
woman was allegedly raped by
three menin the presence of her
husband in a forested area in
Shivpuri district of Madhya
Pradesh, police said Thursday.

The accused also assaulted
the couple, leaving the woman
with a broken arm, district su-
perintendent of police Rajesh
Singh said.

A police officer from the station
where the case was filed said the
couple was collecting firewood
in a jungle when three persons
arrived and an argument broke
out over the wood.

The trio then raped the
woman, the complaint said.
Police on Thursday questioned
some suspects and probe was
on, officials said. PTI

family members started beating
her up by grabbing her hairinan
attempt to exorcise the spirit,
leading to her death,” Sunil Joshi,
superintendent of police,
Devbhumi Dwarka said.

The FIR quotes Ramila’s hus-
band saying that as she contin-
ued trembling, Ramesh Solanki,
one of the three priests declared
that she was possessed.

“Around 6 am, the bhuvas

SWAMI DAYANAND POST GRADUATE INSTT. OF
PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES, PGIMS, ROHTAK
ADMISSION NOTICE

FOR VACANT/LEFT OVER SEATS IN B. PHARMACY
(1st Semester) 2021-2022

Refer to websites: www.uhsr.ac.in and www.pgimsrohtak.ac.in
for Institutional level Counseling for admissions in Bachelor of
Pharmacy semester 1 at Swami Dayanand Post Graduate
Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Pt. B.D. Sharma PGIMS,
Rohtak.

Last date of applications is 22.10.2021.

Maharashtra govt increases
local MLA funds to Rs 4 crore

Mumbai: The state government has hiked the legislator local
area development fund from Rs 3 crore to Rs 4 crore.
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, who is also the finance

™MW

TATA

TATA POWER RENEWABLE ENERGY LIMITED

Clo The Tata Power Company Limited
Corporate Center A Block, 34 Sant Tukaram Road, Carnac Bunder,
Mumbai - 400 009, Maharashtra, India. CIN: U40108MH2007PLC168314

EXTRACT OF FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2021

( Amount in % crore)

minister, had made this announcment in the 2021-22 Budget Particulars Quarter Quarter Year
speech. This move will put an additional burden of roughly Rs endedon | endedon | ended on
350 crore to the state excheduer. 30.09.2021 | 30.09.2020 | 31.03.2021
. quer. . . Unaudited | Unaudited Audited
In the previous budget, the state had increased the legis- | |5 otalincome from operations 342.83 20052 | 1,11320
lator local area development fund fromRs 2 crore toRs 3 crore, | [|2 | Net Profit for the period before tax 74.59 5.00 17.93
but it was not released till last month due to a drop inrev- | (|3 | Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after tax 47.92 3.09 12.47
enue caused by the pandemic-induced lockdown. In the 14 ‘; ;0‘,2' °°mp“?the”:"’e '”C",;“f . 012'?? ; 042-?? . 0115'??

ald-up equity share capita , . : . s .

months of the MVA government's tenure, MLA funds have (Face 210 o0 Cf])
been increased by 100 per cent. ENS | (16 | Reserve excluding revaluation reserve 182.52 101.25 111.16
7 | Networth 512263 | 504136 | 5051.27
8 | Outstanding debt 6,702.97 | 678632 | 6,674.46
{*:. . NATIONAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP RESOURCE 9 | Debt equity ratio * 131 135 132
.2 AND CO-ORDINATION HUB (NATIONAL E-HUB)Q¥| || 10| Basic Eamings per share (EPS) (3) * 0.46 0.03 0.12
(Ministry of SKil ERAPHA": Mﬁ‘l'{Rl YUVAhYO(-;JANA rof1 ":_““) 11| Diluted Earnings per share (DPS) (%) * 0.46 0.03 0.12
inistry of 1 evelopment an ntrepreneurship, Government of Iindia, :

NIESBUD, A-23, Sector-62, Noida, U.P. 12 Debenturg redemption re§erve 99.05 112.19 99.05
. 13| Debt service coverage ratio * 1.92 1.55 1.37
RFP for empanelment of Agency for Content Creation & 14| Interest service coverage ratio * 1.63 1.04 1.04

operationalization of Social Media Channels
National E-Hub, PM-YUVA on behalf of NIESBUD (National
Institute for Entrepreneurship and Small Business
Development) invites sealed Request For Proposal (RFP) from
reputed agencies for empanelment, to undertake Content
Creation & operationalization of social media channels.
The RFP Document, containing the details of qualification
criteria, submission requirement, brief objective & scope of
work, can be downloaded from the NIESBUD website
https://niesbud.nic.in/
Interested agencies having relevant work experience may
submit their RFP by 11:59 Hrs of 04.11.2021 to PM -YUVA,
National Institute for Entrepreneurship and Small
Business Development (NIESBUD), A-23, Sector — 62,
Noida-201309

Notes :

1. The above results were reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors
atits meeting held on 14" October, 2021.

2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of financial results filed with the Stock Exchange
under Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015
(as amended). The full format of the financial results is available on the website of the stock
exchange www.nseindia.com and on the Company's website www.tatapowerrenewables.com.

3. For other line items referred in Regulation 52(4) of SEBI (Listing obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015, pertinent disclosures have been made to the National Stock
Exchange and can be accessed on URL www.nseindia.com.

* In Case of quarterly numbers, Ratios have not annualised.

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

Place : Mumbai
Dated : 14" October 2021

Praveer Sinha
Chairman
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her to exorcise the “evil spirit”. have to be lashed by a hot chain... gy gy
AccordingtoanFIRregistered ~ They also branded her with MAHARASHTRA METRO RAIL
at Dwarka police station,Ramila  burning firewood,” said inspec- Q @ 'oinsg!srggeeﬁﬂrgﬂ (!:)!/'t\nofIJeEeEshtra) Q
lsa:)lizﬁlr%r(\%aslg S‘,(\)Igil?if sigitleac: g)vrvgrrli;, gloﬁsed ?t‘allltlcl; charge of| |umaewo  “Metro Bhawan”, VIP Road, Near Dikshabhoom, ~ PINEHERD
, . Ramdaspeth, Nagpur-440010.
Telefax : 0712-2812300, Website : www.mahametro.org

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL ADVT NO: MAHA-Metro/HR/06/2021 Date: 15" October, 2021

Requirement of experienced employees from Metro Rail / Railway /
TERRITORY OF DELHI Railway PSU's on Contract / Deputation basis for the period of Five
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EXCISE Years for O & M Wing of Maharashtra Metro Rail Corporation Limited
L-BLOCK, VIKAS BHAWAN, I.P. ESTATE, NEW DELHI [ ASASINCUEERISERS
Sr. Post Name (Post Code) No. of Pay-Scale
NO:F.10 (56)/96-97/IMFL/EX/PF/1341-1359 Dated: 13.10.21 | | No. ost Name {Fost Lode Vacancy (IDA)in%
ORDER 1 Additional General Manager 01 (UR-01) 1,00,000-
—_— : (0 & M)-E6 2,60,000/-
In pursuance of the provisions of Rule 52 of Delhi -

. L ; Joint G M 90,000-
Excise Rules, 2010, it is hereby ordered that following [ | 2 O'FMaiﬁ::;:nC:;?sger 01 (UR-01) 2,40,000/-
dates shall be observed as “Dry Day” in the National Joint General Manager 90.000-
Capital Territory of Delhi by all L-1, L-1F, L-2, L-3, L-4, 3. (S&Tand AFC)_E_% 01 (UR-01) 2,40,000/-
L-5, L-6, L-6FG, L-6FE, L-8, L-11, L-14, L-18, L-23, L- M Rolling Stock & 50.000-
23F, L-25, L-26, L-31, L-32, L-33, L-34 and L-35| |4 | Manager(Reliingstoc 01 (UR-01) '

. ! - . epot Equipment)-E2 1,80,000/-
licensees and opium vends located in Delhi. 60.000-
] 5. Manager (Electrical)-E2 01 (UR-01) !
No Occasion Date DAY 1'23'333/ -
1 |Dussehra 15.10.2021| Friday 6. | Manager (Civil & Track)-E2 01(UR-01) 1,80,000/-
2 [Milad-un-Nabi or Id-e Milad|{19.10.2021| Tuesday 7 Assistant Manager 01 (UR-01) 50,000-
(Birthday of Prophet : (Civil & Track)-E1 1,60,000/-
Mohammad) * 8 Assistant Manager (Rolling 01 (UR-01) 50,000-
3 |Maharishi Valmiki’s Birthday ~ [20.10.2021 | Wednesday Stock & Depot Equipment)-E1 1,60,000/-
4 |Diwali (Deepavali) 04.11.2021| Thursday 9. Assistant Manager 01 (UR-01) 50,000-
5 |Guru Nanak's Birthday 19.11.2021| Friday (Electrical)-£1 1,60,000/-
g . 03 (UR-02, 46,000-
6 CDi;;u Teg Bahadur’s Martyrdom|24.11.2021 | Wednesday 10. Chief Controller-S4 OBC-01) 1,45,000/-
Senior Section Engineer-S4 ] 46,000-
The licensees shall not be entitled to any compensation . (Traction Power Controller) 01(UR-01) 1,45,000/-
on account of any changes effected in the above list. Senior Station Controller/ 08 (UR-04, 40.000-
The restriction of sale on liquor on dry days mentioned | [ 12| _Senior Train Controller / | OBC-02, SC-01, | 155/60,.
above shall not apply to the service of liquor to Senior Traffic c.°"t’°"er'53 ST-01
residents in case of hotels having L-15 license. 13 Junior Engineer-S1 04 (UR-03, 33,000-
. . . . (Electrical) 0OBC-01) 1,00,000/-
All the licensees shall exhibit this order at some Jumior Engineer-1 04 (UR-03 33.000
consplcu_ous place of their Ilcensed premises. 14. (Signal & Telecom) 0BC-01) ’ 1’00’,000/_
The business premises of a licensee shall be kept — - - - —
closed on drv da Important: (1) Eligibility qualification/experience, maximum age limit,
y day. Sd/- details of how to apply etc. for the above advertised posts are
available on MAHA-Metro website-www.mahametro.org/career.
(ARAVA GOPI KRISHNA) (2) The complete filled application form should reach General
COMMISSIONER (EXCISE) Manager(HR) at this office latest by 08.11.2021.
DIP/SHABDARTH/0359/21-22 General Manager (HR), MAHA-METRO
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THE AMBALA DISTT. CO-OPERATIVE MILK
PRODUCERS' UNION LTD. AMBALA

DISTRIBUTOR REQUIRED FOR

VITA MILK & MILK PRODUCTS
Applications are hereby invited from interested parties
having facility of Refrigerated/ Insulated Vehicles, Good
Network and preferably having experience in Sale of Milk &
Milk Products may send their application for allotment of
Distributorship for below mentioned areas.

1. Mohali (Punjab)

2. Ponta Sahib (Himachal Pradesh)

3. Baddi (Nalagarh, Batoli, Dabni, Industrial area Phase-2,
Katha Industrial Area, Thana Industrial Area, EPIP-1,
Saini Majra) Himachal Pradesh.

4. Ambala Cantt. (Bihta, Kesri, Mohra, Durana, Sahpur,
Kuldeep Nagar, Nagla, Tandwal, Rao Majra) Haryana.

5. Zirakpur (Punjab)

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:

1. Applicant should be permanent resident of same Area
supported by proof of I.D. Aadhar Card, Water Electricity
Bill, Age Limit 18-55 years.

2. Financially sound and Experience- Minimum annual
turnover of Rs. 1.00 Crore and experience with related
business.

3. He/She shall have own godown facility with minimum
700-1000 sq.ft. area.

4. He/She shall have minimum fleet of 1-2 Insulated/
Refrigerated Vehicles.

5. He/She shall have adequate Field Staff.

6. He/She shall have Food License at the time of com-
mencement of Distributorship.

7. He/She shall not disturb the sale point of existing
Distributors.

Application form may be acquired from Milk Plant Ambala
from 11.00 A.M. to 4.00 P.M. on any working day against
cash payment of Rs. 500/-. Last Date for Submission of
Application form is 08.11.2021 by 4.00 P.M. along with
Demand Draft of Rs. 1,00,000/- (Rs. One Lac only) favor-
ing “The Ambala District Coop. Milk Producers Ltd.
payable at Ambala”.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer,
Milk Union, Ambala.
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NCERT.

Section Officer

Therefore, all candidates are requested to fill the proforma. The
proforma may be downloaded from www.ncert.nic.in

TP JNtereh FTUAN ek WTeTuT uReg.
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND TRAINING
Advertisement of Empanelment of

Urdu Translators

National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) is expanding the panel of Freelance Urdu Translators
for the purpose of translation of Teaching Learning materials of

The application may be sent within 30 days from the publication
of the advertisement on the address given below. To get the link
of the proforma, scan the QR Code.

Technical and Coordination Section

Publication Division, NCERT

Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi- 110016

Ph.: 011-26852261, Email: pd.ncert@nic.in
davp 21104/11/0007/2122

NORTHERN RAILWAY

date :-09.11.2021 at 11:00 AM

Auction of Lot No. 1,KM.1361/22-24 TO 1374/33-1375/01, 133 Nos trees, Lot No. 2, KM.1284/0
TO 1296/15-17, 284 Nos trees, Lot No. 3, KM.1343/01-3 TO 1360/3-7, 246 Nos trees, Lot
No.4,KM.1298/18-20 TO 1320/18-20, 113 Nos trees & Lot No.5,KM.1296/22-24 to 1323/4-6,
141 Nos dangerous trees under Assistant Divisional Engineer/Northern Railway Bareilly will
be auctioned in the office of Assistant Divisional Engineer/Northern Railway Bareilly. All the
interested bidders are invited to participate in this auction.

Auction place: - Office of the Assistant Divisional Engineer/Northern Railway / Bareilly on

Auction Notice

1. | All the bidders will deposit cash Rs 100/- (for the lot, interested by bidder) in the office of
Assistant Divisional Engineer/Northern Railway/ Bareilly which will not be refunded and shall
also deposit Rs 8000/- (for the lot, interested by bidder) in favor of Sr. Divisional Finance
Manager Northern Railway Moradabad as a Demand Draft of SBI or Other Nationalized Bank.

and others allowances.

2. | All the bidders who will take part in auction will also have proper knowledge of Auction rules

interested by bidder)

3. | Successful bidders will deposit the Demand Draft of SBI or Other Nationalized Bank in favour
of Sr. DFM/MB or station earning in cash on same day with following rate:- (for the lot,

a |10% amount of selling price or minimum amount Rs 25,000/- whichever is maximum on
purchase of more than Rs 1,00,000/-

Balance amount will be deposited within 10 days including the date of auction.

GST @ 18% will be deposited on total within 10 days including the date of auction.

The work should be completed within 60 days including the date of auction.

alsfe o

returned without interest.

Railway has right to close the work any time. In this situation the balance amount will be

Complete Details of tree with locations will be available in the Divisional Office Moradabad.

Bidders are requested to quote their rates according to the tree locations.

Trees will be delivered and handed over in the presence of SSE/works, ISAand RPF.

©|® N2

If the balance amount is not deposited within 10 days including the date of auction, then initial
deposited amount will be forfeited.

.| Bidders will not make any Kutcha/Pakka construction in the land of Railway.

11. | Bid will not be quoted below the base price.

12,

Demand draft will be deposited in the office of Assistant Divisional Engineer/Northern
Railway/ Bareilly from 09:00 am to 10:30 AM. After that no demand draft will be accepted.

13.

Total trees =133 Nos.

=246 Nos

284 Nos

trees=141Nos

The approval of tree cutting must be taken from the Forest Department by the buyer. Tree
cutting charges will have to be borne by he buyer himself only as per the charges given below.
Tree cutting approval will be given by this office after the submission of receipt fee paid to
Forest Department to the Division.

Lot No.1,KM.1361/22-24 TO 1374/33-1375/01, Rate of cutting charges Rs. 17290/-, of

Lot No.2,KM.1343/01-3 TO 1360/3-7, Rate of cutting charges Rs. 31980/-, of Total trees
Lot No.3,KM.1284/0 TO 1296/15-17, Rate of cutting charges Rs. 45540/-, of Total trees =

Lot No.4,KM.1296/22-24 TO 1323/04-06, Rate of cutting charges Rs. 22660/-, of Total

Note:- Each lot will be auctioned separately.
No. W/SW/Store/Tress/MB/21-22 Dated - 14.10.2021

2347/2021

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

New Delhi
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WoRrDLY WISE
I'M SURFING THE GIANT LIFE WAVE.
—WILLIAM SHATNER
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SPEEDING UP

Success of Gati Shakti digital platform will depend on breaking
bureaucratic silos, ensuring states’ participation

N WEDNESDAY, PRIME Minister Narendra Modi launched PM Gati Shakti,
aNational Master Plan for multi-modal connectivity. The scope of the gov-
ernment’s latest initiative is expansive, the targets ambitious. It will inte-
grate road, railway, airport and multi-modal connectivity projects across the
country, incorporating a range of existing infrastructure projects of the government such
as Bharatmala, Sagarmala, inland waterways, dry/land ports, and UDAN. It promises to
greatly enhance the national highway as well as the electricity transmission networks, in-
creasing the cargo handling by railways and the cargo capacity at ports, and also setting
up mega food parks, defence corridors, and electronics manufacturing clusters.
Considering the multiplier effects, timely implementation of such infrastructure proj-
ects, especially at the current juncture, could provide a notable boost to the economy.

The intent behind the initiative is straightforward. As public sector projects in India are
marred by inordinate delays and cost overruns, there is a need to coordinate the planning and
execution of infrastructure connectivity programmes across the country and speed up im-
plementation in order to bring down logistics costs. This could lower the inefficiencies in
supply chains in India. A recent report by Cll and Arthur D Little had estimated the logistics
costs in supply chains in India at 14 per cent of GDP. In comparison, the report had pointed
out that such costs amounted to only 8-10 per cent of the GDPin the US and Europe and 9 per
cent in China. In the case of South Asian countries like Vietnam and Malaysia, though the
cost structures are similar to those existing in India, they fare better on the World Bank’s lo-
gistics performance index. While India scores 3.18 on the index, Vietham and Malaysia score
higherat3.27 and 3.22 respectively. Logistical inefficiencies not only cause delays, but also add
to manufacturing costs and lower the competitiveness of Indian exports.

Considering not only the multiplicity of approvals required from varied departments, but
also the typical inter-ministerial delays in the entire process, the need for a coordinated ap-
proach to streamline the process and minimise the bottlenecks cannot be emphasised
enough. By bringing together 16 ministries to help remove the hurdles in project imple-
mentation, the Gati Shakti digital platform could provide an effective mechanism for closely
monitoring the public sector infrastructure projects. This technology-led integrated ap-
proach could help align all stakeholders, ease the problems with attaining clearances, and
bring about greater coordinated action across government departments. But there are con-
cerns. For one, the effectiveness of a platform in ensuring better coordination among min-
istries is debatable — breaking down bureaucratic silos may prove to be harder than ex-
pected. Then, critical to the success of some of these infrastructure projects will be the
participation of state governments. The Centre will need to devise political interventions and
ways to coax and incentivise state government participation and cooperation.

YOUNG COMMANDER

Vijay, the latest Tamil actor to star in politics, will have to
convince voters that he has the stamina to stay in the frame

HE RESULTS OF rural local body polls in nine reorganised districts in Tamil
Nadu could hint at the arrival of a new star in state politics. Candidates fielded
by fans of Vijay, seen as a youth icon and next only to Rajinikanth in fan fol-
lowing, have had a 68 per cent strike rate, winning 115 of the 169 seats con-
tested. These numbers suggest that voters are willing, once again, to try out the new. Since
winning the assembly elections in May, the DMK has consolidated its support — it swept
the local bodies’ polls — while the AIADMK s still to find its footing after losing office. Chief
Minister MK Stalin’s welfare agenda and populist stance on issues such as the NEET have
further endeared him to the public and diminished the Opposition. It is this space that
“Ilaya Thalapathy (young commander)” Vijay may be eyeing — at 47, he has age on his side
unlike Rajinikanth and Kamal Haasan, superstars who joined electoral politics after 60.

Vijay, too, is using his fan base to test the political waters — it was All India Thalapathy
Vijay Makkal lyakkam, the Vijay fans’ association, that fielded the candidates in the local
polls. In the 1970s, MGR built the AIADMK by turning his fans into party cadres. Rajinikanth
had hoped to do the same but he withdrew from politics even before entering the elec-
toral fray. Haasan, who rivalled Rajinikanth in fan base in the 1980s, turned a niche actor-
director in the 1990s and has fewer fans to work for him. Other stars rode with estab-
lished political groups (Napoleon, Khushboo) or leaned on caste/community support
(Sarath Kumar, Karthik). The exception is Vijayakanth, who set himself up as a Dravidian
alternative to the DMK and AIADMK. He polled nearly 10 per cent votes in the 2006 as-
sembly elections, a year after forming the DMDK. That performance helped him to ma-
nipulate electoral alliances and claim seats disproportionate to his influence. But the
DMDK is today a shell of what it was a decade ago.

It is clear that mere box-office pull is not enough to win over voters, and keep them
there. MGR was successful because he, over the years, carefully plotted his political en-
try by using cinema as a medium for messaging and the DMK platform to claim an ide-
ological lineage. The challenge for Vijay, or any other new entrant, would be to convince
voters that they have the political vision and stamina to take on the Dravidian behemoths
in elections and stay the course. There is no straight path from the box office to the bal-
lot box, not even in Tamil Nadu.

CAPTAIN KIRK FLIES AGAIN

Commercial space race doesn’t hold a candle to world promised
by ‘Star Trek’. But William Shatner’s joy at lifting off is contagious

N THE FEW minutes that William Shatner left the planet, he didn’t “discover new

life and new civilisations” nor did he “boldly go where no one has gone before”. But

the 90-year-old Canadian actor, best known for playing Captain James Tiberius

Kirk in the original Star Trek series and then reprising the role in multiple shows
and movies over the decades, was visibly overjoyed after his 11-minute trip on New
Shepard, the rocket run by Jeff Bezos’s Blue Origin.

Shatner’s character has been a staple of science fiction, inspiring generations of peo-
ple — including, reportedly, a young Bezos — to take an interest in science, engineering
and astrophysics. And despite the glaring differences between the fictional USS Enterprise
and New Shepard, the unmitigated joy that Shatner expressed is probably the best adver-
tisement for the Amazon founder’s commercial space venture: “What you have given
me,” Shatner reportedly told Bezos after the flight, “is the most profound experience pos-
sible”. Shatner is the oldest person to have travelled beyond the earth’s atmosphere.

In the future that Star Trek envisioned, the boundaries between nation-states had dis-
solved, there was no poverty, all people were treated with respect and space exploration
was not a business venture. The current competition for cornering the commercial space
flight market and the space programme is far less exhilarating. It seems to be dominated
— and diminished — by the cynical concerns of profit and the strategic interests of great
powers. The high hopes put in place by yesteryear’s futurists have been left by the way-
side, in ways big and small. The way Jeff Bezos is seen interrupting nonagenarian Shatner
as he talked of his once-in-a-lifetime experience is not incidental. No, the space race to-
day certainly isn’t Star Trek. And yet, not even the best fiction can match the moment of
enchantment that New Shepard brought to Shatner.

N

In Valley, no return to ’90s

Kashmir’s composite heritage is robust. Terror of past
weeks may open up new window of reconciliation
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AMITABH MATTOO

AS WAS ONLY to be expected, the recent
macabre targeted killing of members of the
minority communities has generated wide-
spread panic in Kashmir. Much of Srinagar
has also been overwhelmed by a sense of
déja vu — a frightening reminder of the 1990s
when select killings and an overwhelming
fear had led to the exodus of the Kashmiri
Pandits from the Valley. But this is not the
1990s. And despite the deep angst within the
Kashmiri Muslims over government policies,
we may be beginning to see a new sliver of
hope: The possibilities, finally, of a real recon-
ciliation between the two communities that
cohabited (despite the historical ups and
downs in the relationship) the same space
for centuries. Ironically, then, the terror of the
past few weeks may have opened up a new
window of opportunity.

[write today, notas anacademic butares-
ident of Srinagar, who spent most of the last
few weeks in the city seeking to understand
the sentiment on the ground. What follows,
therefore — at its most pedestrian — is street
gossip and, at its most uplifting, vox populi.

For the most part, my day began — until
the killings — by following a familiar routine
—walking to the Shankaracharya temple on
the hill from Gupkar Road. Gupkar is the me-
andering gateway to the vistas of the Dal
Lake, which runs from the desolate offices of
the United Nations Military Observer Group
inIndia and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) at Sonwar
to the fading charms of erstwhile royal
palaces on the banks of the lake. It is here that
security agencies are nested in close comfort
with the political and business elite, and
where interrogation centres have morphed
into “haunted” guesthouses.

The Shankaracharya hill gives you a
breathtaking view of the densely packed city,
with its shrines, temples and churches, but
the hillis also a reminder of the city’s ancient
roots and atavistic heritage; the non-dualist
Shaivism of Kashmir, but also the earlier
Mahayana Buddhism and the later Sufi
Hallaji passion. Adi Shankara’s Advait cap-
tured in Nirvana Shatakam (“Iam conscious-
ness, [ am bliss, and I am Shiva. | am Shiva”)

The killing of Makhan Lal
Bindroo, the Pandit
pharmacist, invited real
shock from all sections of
Kashmir’s civil society for a
number of reasons. Bindroo
had stayed in Kashmir
through the troubled years,
had a deep personal
connection with his
customers, and enjoyed the
confidence and trust of the
people enough to persuade
his accomplished
endocrinologist son to
return to Srinagar to serve
the people. Bindroo’s was
also a success story: From a
small chemist shop to a
fancy pharmacy with a clinic,
he was proof that a Kashmiri
Pandit could be successful in
Srinagar without
compromising on his faith
or lifestyle. When his
daughter Shraddha Bindroo
spoke to the media

(after her father’s killing),
she spoke with courage but
without rancour; a
remarkable testimony to her
Kashmiri upbringing,

seems to blend seamlessly with Mansoor Al
Hallaj'sAnaAl-Haqq (“Tam truth”) as you ab-
sorb the sounds and smells of the city. And
as you reach out to the steady stream of vis-
itors on that gentle trek, it is clear that
Kashmir’s composite heritage is robust and
alive on the hill. But not just there.

Once asingle coffee shop was aluxury on
Residency Road, today cafés and coffee shops
jostle for space in virtually every neighbour-
hood. Srinagar may not be a smart city but it
is home to a remarkably talkative and read-
ing society (awomen’s collective, a Kafka so-
ciety, a Brecht playhouse, etc) where former
residents return to pay homage and find in-
spiration — from the opinion editor of The
New York Times to the former head of Twitter
India. And in all that talk, there is space —
space for Kashmiri Pandits to come back and
for the two still separate civil societies to ar-
gue, to disagree and to build trust, perhaps
even on the terms of engagement.

Was 1990 then an aberration? In an al-
most Rashomon-like cinematic imagination,
the Kashmiri Pandit exodus of the 1990s in-
vites multiple narratives that are embedded
in Manichaeism. What is not disputed is that
the departure led to a gulf between the two
communities, which has still not been
bridged; polarised narratives only reflect a
sharp divide and the return of the Pandits re-
mains, admittedly, an elusive project. Today,
there are just a few thousand Kashmiri
Pandits who did not leave during these trou-
bled years, other than those who live in
camps (in Sheikhpura, Varmul, Hal, Vesu and
Mattan) under a special employment pack-
age scheme of the Prime Minister.

But there is the possibility of recovering
the sentiment that helped the Kashmiri
Pandits and Muslims live in relative har-
mony. It is possible for Kashmiri Pandits to
return with respect in the foreseeable future
but it is critical to do so organically in con-
stant dialogue with Kashmir’s civil society.
Through talking, talking and more talking.
The killings may have then unleashed a pos-
itive force that the new militant outfits could
never have imagined or believed possible.

Consider this. The killing of Makhan Lal
Bindroo, the Pandit pharmacist, invited real
shock from all sections of Kashmir's civil so-
ciety for a number of reasons. Bindroo had
stayed in Kashmir through the troubled
years, had a deep personal connection with
his customers, and enjoyed the confidence
and trust of the people enough to persuade
his accomplished endocrinologist son to re-
turn to Srinagar to serve the people. Bindroo’s
was also a success story: From a small
chemist shop to a fancy pharmacy with a
clinic, he was proof that a Kashmiri Pandit
could be successful in Srinagar without com-
promising on his faith or lifestyle. When his
daughter Shraddha Bindroo spoke to the me-
dia (after her father’s killing), she spoke with
courage but without rancour; a remarkable
testimony to her Kashmiri upbringing.

Consider also this. The most remarkable
example of Kashmiri Muslims seeking to re-
assure and reach out to the minorities is the
first citizen of the city, Srinagar’s Mayor, the
remarkable Junaid Mattu — who I have often
disagreed with in the past. This time, how-
ever, | was deeply impressed by his clarity and
his unambiguity when I met him in person.
He has since said: “We will have to stick our
necks out and stand as shields to give our mi-
nority communities a sense of safety and be-
longing. This is not the time for conspiracy
theories and nuanced condemnations. This
is the time to call a spade a spade.”

The onus of beginning a fresh process of
confidence-building rests on the leadership
of the two communities. The best the gov-
ernment can do is neither interfere nor be
seen as directing the process. Anecdotally, it
isalso clear that Kashmiri Pandit forums like
the Global Kashmiri Pandit Diaspora (GKPD),
for one, are ready to take steps to begin a di-
alogue and take concrete steps to recover a
common bond. This is an opportunity, if
missed, that may never come back again.

Mattoo is professor at JNU and an honorary
professor at the University of Melbourne. He
is currently on sabbatical, dividing time
between Srinagar and Melbourne
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MEANING OF CM CHANNI

Congress still believes in tokenism when it comes to Dalits

(GURU PRAKASH PASWAN

DECADES AFTER INDEPENDENCE, one
thought process dominated the domain of
public policy, ranging from poverty allevia-
tion to envisioning a global third front in the
form of NAM for maintaining strategic auton-
omy in the comity of nations. The Nehruvian
consensus is more or less responsible for the
present state of affairs in our society and the
nation at large. The vestiges of the Nehruvian
consensus — like the unresolved border dis-
pute with China and the creation of a perma-
nent adversary in Pakistan — have hectored
the country’s leadership for the last four
decades. It was Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehruwho, inone of his lettersin 1961 to the
chief ministers of different states, spoke on
reservation in government jobs. One must go
through the letter to realise Nehru’s annoy-
ance and his belief that affirmative action
would dilute merit and impact the efficiency
of governance.

“I dislike any kind of reservation, more
particularly in services. I react strongly against
anything which leads to inefficiency and sec-
ond-rate standards. I want my country to be
a first-class country in everything. The mo-
ment we encourage the second-rate, we are
lost. The only real way to help the Backward
group is to give opportunities of good educa-
tion... Butif we goin for reservations on com-
munal and caste basis, we swamp the bright
and able people and remain second-rate or
third-rate.Iam grieved to learn of how far this

Havinga Dalitas a
placeholder chief minister is
not a new page in the
Congress’s textbook of
appeasement and
ceremonialism. Damodaram
Sanjivayya in Andhra
Pradesh, Bhola Paswan
Shastri in Bihar and many
others have been used in the
same manner. The moment
Channi as CM had the
audacity to exercise
autonomy in the selection of
officers and ministers, the
state leadership of the party
had a problem.

business of reservation has gone based on
communal considerations. It has amazed me
to learn that even promotions are based
sometimes on communal and caste consider-
ations. This way lies not only folly, but disas-
ter. Let us help the backward groups by all
means but never at the cost of efficiency. How
are we going to build our public sector or in-
deed any sector with second-rate people?”

A critical analysis of the policies of the
leaders who are no longer with us is impor-
tant for the enrichment of the public dis-
course. Although much literature is availabl-
e on the life and times of Nehru, there is a
considerable shortage of academic work on
the impact of his politics on the idea of social
justice. The recent chaos in Punjab politics
canbe attributed to this mindset of the found-
ing fathers of the party.

Havinga Dalit as a placeholder chief min-
isteris not anew page in the Congress’s text-
book of appeasement and ceremonialism.
Damodaram Sanjivayya in Andhra Pradesh,
Bhola Paswan Shastri in Bihar and many oth-
ers have been used in the same manner. The
moment Channi as CM had the audacity to
exercise autonomy in the selection of officers
and ministers, the state leadership of the
party had a problem. It is an open secret that
Channi’s elevation was an outcome of the
conflict between senior state Congress lead-
ersand he was chosen as a compromise can-
didate. This mindset is deeply problematic.

The interaction between Nehru and BR
Ambedkar is also a matter of intense schol-
arly research. Congress party had the space
for someone like M A Jinnah, who was elected
from Bombay, but Ambedkar had to go to
present-day Bangladesh to be elected to the
Constituent Assembly. Babu Jagjivan Ram is
also acase in point. Noted strategic commen-
tators like Henry Kissinger and Gary Bass have
placed Jagjivan Ram as one of the most hawk-
ish defence ministers of his time for the phe-
nomenalrole he played in the remarkable vic-
toryin the 1971 war. But the credit was given
to Indira Gandhi, without even a footnote
about Jagjivan Ram’s stellar role.

The Congress has failed to reconcile with
the emerging realities and aspirations of the
Dalits and the marginalised. The party is stuck
in a time warp, engaging in the politics of se-
lective appeasement and symbolism. With
Dalits increasingly becoming relevant share-
holders in power politics, their concerns and
challenges have also evolved. The new Dalit
narrative is beyond the sheer optics of place-
holder CMs and fulfilling the diversity quota.
Under the visionary leadership of PM
Narendra Modi, there is space for everyone,
regardless of identity. New India will be inclu-
sive, equitable and resolute about realising the
vision of the makers of our Constitution.

The writer is assistant professor, Patna
University and national spokesperson, BJP
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PuNjAB FIRING

SANT JARNAIL SINGH Bhindranwale, ar-
rested in connection with the assassination
of Lala Jagat Narain, will be released on
October 15, according to Akali sources. The
state government will also announce on
October 15 a judicial inquiry into the police
firing on Chowk Mehta on September 20, the
burning of two buses in Ohandu Kalan, the
lathicharge at Amritsar Khalsa College and
the firing at Madhuban near Karnal before
the talks between the Akalis and Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi begin on October 16.
There will be two separate judicial inquiries
— one by the Punjab government and the

other by the Haryana government — into the
firing incidents. These were the two pre-con-
ditions set by the Akalis for talks with Mrs
Gandhi. The Akalis, who arrived in Delhi on
October 13, conveyed their wishes to the
prime minister through Congress-I MP from
Patiala Amrinder Singh.

Cor vs Cor

A CONSTABLE OF the Central Reserve Force
(CRPF) was shot dead by another constable
of the Andhra Pradesh Special Police (APSP)
at Kurnool on October 13. According to pre-
liminary information received at
Hyderabad, the striking APSP man was

New Delhi

asked to surrender his arms when he shot
dead the CRPF constable. Following the in-
cident, a company of the CRPF was sent to
Kurnool from Hyderabad. Three companies
of the CRPF and one of the BSF are already
stationed at Kurnool. The shooting was the
first violent incident during the six-day-old
strike by the Andhra Pradesh Non-gazetted
Officers Association.

MUBARAK IS PRESIDENT

FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT OF Egypt, Hosni
Mubarak, was proclaimed the country’s new
President on Wednesday at a brief swearing-
in ceremony in the parliament.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY,0CTOBER 15,2021

THE IDEAS PAGE

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Something has to give: either our already austerity-hit public services, or
Mr Sunalk’s budget plans. For the sake of the country, the chancellor should

revise his plans.”

—THE GUARDIAN

In search of home

In Nobel prize winner Abdulrazak Gurnah’s novels, migration is not a single act, but a continuing process in
which ordinary people are caught between the memory of violence past and present

DiLir M MENON

ON THE NIGHT of January 11-12, 1964, one
month after Zanzibar gained independence,
the Arab sultan and his elected constitutional
government were overthrown by forces
claiming to represent the African racial ma-
jority. There were reprisals and pogroms
against Arabs and South Asians, resulting in
the death of around 20,000 people. Zanzibar’s
much vaunted cosmopolitanism came face
to face with the repressed memory of slav-
ery and the slave trade. It had been one of the
main slave trading ports and, in the 19th cen-
tury, about 50,000 slaves passed through the
slave markets here. The new rhetoric pitted
the African against the Arab. Abdulrazak
Gurnah, of Arab heritage, fled Zanzibar in
1967 to England along with his brother, to
land in the middle of racial hatred in a coun-
try coming to terms with imperial decline
and its increasing irrelevance.

In 1968, Enoch Powell was to make his in-
famous “rivers of blood” speech as he pre-
dicted a violent and sanguine future for
Britain with what he and other conservatives
saw as arising flood of immigrants. Gurnah’s
oeuvre reflects these histories of the Indian
Ocean world, colonialism, migration, violence
and race. What does it mean to belong some-
where, and does the migrant live a life that
can only be about coping, with a persistent
memory of violence past and present?

In Gurnah’s novels, migration is nota sin-
gle act. It is an ongoing process with individ-
uals constantly caught between worlds, bear-
ing the scars of former degradation and
continuing secrets. It is a state of suspended
animation. As Hannah in The Last Gift lashes
out at her mother and asks, why do these
“vile,immigrant tragedies” continue to haunt
people? These are ordinary people without
tremendous psychic resources, who muddle
through, and there is the promise of redemp-
tion that lies in suggestions of a life beyond
the space of the novel.

Gurnah leaves open windows in each of
his novels, suggesting possibilities of healing
through return, new meetings, and possible
resolutions. However, return too is fraught
with the possibility of disillusionment as
much as a sense of not fitting in. In Gurnah'’s
Admiring Silence as much as By the Sea, what
the returning migrant is confronted by is a
sense of unbridgeable distance, born as much
out of estrangement as the guilt of leaving. In
the former novel, the presence of persistently
blocked toilets becomes a metaphor for the
stagnation as much as the squalor of the post-
colony. The central character in Admiring
Silence lies to his white partner about his
country and himself to win for himself a
sense of self-esteem as well as to solicit affin-
ity. It is his way of managing and of coping.

There is no bedrock here, no haven from
the heartless world. Families are fragile en-
tities and consist as much of inner tensions
as the fact that one belongs to them contin-
gently. One may be taken in as a foundling,
and subjected to an authoritarian patriarch.
On the other hand, as Gurnah says, “even

love can be crushing”, as families make de-
mands on individuals; fierce chains of re-
quired loyalty or obedience bind one.
Menace attends every moment, and the
child is the prime candidate for prospective
violence. So too the young women, who are
manipulated and begin to acquire a mere
“mercantile worth”.In Departure, the child-
hood of the protagonist is short and brutal.
In Dottie, the eponymous character “comes
through” but her siblings do not. Yusuf in
Paradise survives, but luck matters as much
as individual resilience or resourcefulness.
There is none of the sentimentality associ-
ated with the bourgeois fiction of the fam-
ily as a unit which, despite all its problems,
provides a space of return. There is no “there
there” in Gurnah’s world of immigrants.

The Indian Ocean world impinges on the
consciousness of characters, in which being
Muslim s less about religion and more about
a cultural cosmopolis — the world of Arabian
Nights and tales of the trickster Abu Nuwas. It
is aworld that takes in Palestine, the Swahili
coast from Somalia to Mozambique, and
Aden, Kerala and Bombay. Madagascar, an
African island, seems to belong to another
planet in this world determined by monsoon
winds and historical networks. The Indian
Ocean s both vast as well as familiar in its mi-
cro-worlds.

There is no bedrock here, no
haven from the heartless
world. Families are fragile
entities and consist as much
of inner tensions as the fact
that one belongs to them
contingently. One may be
taken in as a foundling, and
subjected to an authoritarian
patriarch. On the other hand,
as Gurnah says, ‘even love
can be crushing’, as families
make demands on
individuals; fierce chains of
required loyalty or obedience
bind one.

CR Sasikumar

Colonialism impacts on this world and
creates new hierarchies and disruptions.
In Afterlives, we get a parable from a
German colony in southern Africa during
World War I. We know by now that colo-
nial wars involved the large-scale carnage
of colonial troops from Africa and Asia and
mawkish European invocations of Ypres
and Flanders usually forget this fact. An
oberleutnant develops an affinity for
Hamza, his orderly, and tries to civilise him
through cultivating a love for Schiller’s po-
etry. This misguided humanism is rooted
in the hardness of racial difference and the
impossibility of friendship between un-
equals. As Gurnah shows, the ideological
mindset of superiority can only exude con-
descension, not affinity.

Abbas in The Last Gift has the sense of
coming from a tiny place, he remains fright-
ened of the world with its vastness. This
sense of men from small places trying to find
a home in the world is a theme that runs
through Gurnah'’s novels. However, despite
the scars, the memories of violence, and the
fragility of relations, they come through in
the end.

Menon is professor of history and Mellon
Chair in Indian Studies at University of the
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg

A stronger and finer frame

For abureaucracy that takes India through next 75 years, reforms are needed

SRIVATSA KRISHNA

REFORMING INDIA’S bureaucracy is a “mis-
sionimpossible”, similar to the punishment
meted out by Zeus to Sisyphus, of endlessly
rolling a boulder up a hill. While justifiably
criticising the bureaucracy for many ofitsills,
we often forget that, like in every other pro-
fession, the bureaucracy has its share of the
good, the bad and the ugly. To believe that
any other profession is the epitome of good-
ness or competence, and thus can replace the
bureaucracy misses the wood for the trees.
India’s civil services have some of the best
and brightest as also some of the worst, just
like in any collection of people. And they are
sitting atop a prickly, unionised, rules-ob-
sessed, obdurate lower bureaucracy.
However, the bureaucracy that took India
through the last 75 years can’t be the one to
take it through the next 75 — we need a
proactive, imaginative, technology-savvy,
enabling bureaucracy.

Today, we have a lot for which to thank
the bureaucracy. This is often forgottenin the
anger against it, some of which is indeed jus-
tified. But for the civil services, and the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)in particular, the
country could not have been held together
post-Independence, and much of the im-
pressive nation-building across sectors hap-
pened because of their dedication and com-
mitment. It is also forgotten that the
bureaucracy, unlike the private sector, is a
creature of the Constitution and is bound by
multiple rules, laws, and procedures. Many of
these are well past their expiry date and the
Modi administration has done stellar work

in doing away with over 1,500 of them.

As per estimates compiled by the
Institute of Conflict Management, the gov-
ernment of India (GOI) has about 364 gov-
ernment servants for every 1,00,000 resi-
dents, with 45 per cent in the railways alone.
About 60 per cent and 30 per cent are in
Groups Cand D, respectively, leaving a skele-
tal skilled staff of just about 7 per cent to man
critical positions. Thus, the complaint that
India’s bureaucracy is bloated is factually in-
correct. In fact, we are grossly understaffed.
That we need not be in many sectors is well-
recognised — leave them to the markets —
and politicians must get bureaucrats out of
business, in more ways than one.

Further, faced with extensive judicial
overreach (both justified and unjustified), re-
porting to an often rapacious, short-sighted
political executive, and a media ever ready
to play the role of judge, jury and executioner,
the bureaucracy hasin large part found com-
fortin glorious inaction and ensuring audit-
proof file work. Faced with such incentives,
roughly half the bureaucracy becomes “the
Wall”. Twenty-five per cent is willing to do
anything for the right bribe, with another 25
per cent focusing on ensuring outcomes in
extremely difficult circumstances.

How to increase the officers’ willingness
to take decisions? One possible solutionis to
legally prevent enforcement agencies from
taking punitive action, like arrest for purely
economic decisions without any direct evi-
dence of kickbacks. Instead, a committee of
experts with commercial experience consti-

tuted by the government should suggest
whether it’s corruption or just a decision
gone wrong.

Despite PM Modi’s ability to get things
done, some parts of the bureaucracy have
been obstinate, eschewing fast progress. For
example, the progress of last-mile connec-
tivity and electronics for BharatNet, the re-
capitalisation and reform of failing banks, the
distribution and transmission sectors and
the privatisation of space are moving, al-
though slowly. Some of this is due to a bu-
reaucracy obsessed with accountability to
processes and not to results. When an out-
standing IAS officer like Pradip Baijal is pulled
out of his hospital bed to be produced before
the courts after the CBI closed an outlandish
case against him, even the best officers be-
come timid and cautious, lest something re-
turns to haunt them years after retirement.

Modi's toughest challenge is to change an
inactive bureaucracy to one that feels safe in
taking genuine risks. Lateral entry needs to
expand to up to 15 per cent of
Joint/Additional and Secretary-level posi-
tions in GOI. Areas such as bad banks recap-
italisation, new development credit institu-
tions and perhaps a sovereign fund for India,
privatisation of everything that the govern-
ment shouldn’t be in, renewable energy,
electric vehicles, climate change, global trade
negotiations and information technology, to
name a few, are where problem-solving pro-
fessionals are needed.

Changes in recruitment procedures, like
the interview group spending considerable

time with the candidates and not deciding
based on a half-hour interview, along with
psychometric tests, will improve the incom-
ing pool of civil servants. Most importantly,
after 15 years of service, all officers must un-
dergo a thorough evaluation to enable them
to move further, and those who do not make
itshould be put out to pasture. Give them full
salary till they hit retirement age.

Lastly, every modern bureaucracy in the
world works on technology-enabled produc-
tivity and collaboration tools. India procures
about $600 billion worth of goods and serv-
ices annually — can’t all payments be done
electronically? Why not automate India’s
$90 billion utility bills market at a time when
UPI transactions worth Rs 6 trillion happen
every month? Can we not try to automate
every major touchpoint between the gov-
ernment, citizens, and businesses?

India cannot hope to get to a $5-trillion
economy without a modern, progressive, re-
sults-oriented bureaucracy, one which says
“why not?” instead of “why?” when con-
fronted with problems. Make no mistake, de-
spite working in a difficult, complex ecosys-
tem, about a third of civil servants are doing
exceptional work, better than their peersinthe
corporate sector. The challenge remains to re-
align incentives institutionally, to move those
whoare honest yet don’t perform, send home
those who steal/are non-performers and im-
bue more technology throughout the system.

The writeris an IAS officer. Views are

personal

Crisis of
COmMpassIon

Prolonged incarceration of activists, human rights
defenders indicts criminal justice system

GHAZALA JAMIL AND
MANOJ KUMAR JHA

WHILE RELEASING prisoners in view of the
Covid-19 pandemic, the high-powered com-
mittee mandated by the Supreme Court of
Indiatodecongest prisons did not invoke the
health vulnerabilities of prisoners but recalled
the crimes they were accused of committing.
It is also common knowledge that the expe-
rience of incarcerationinIndian prisons does
not depend on the crime individuals are ac-
cused of committing, but on the social status
and power of the prisoners.

Both these seemingly unconnected real-
ities reflect one principle — that legal prac-
ticesand discussions in the public sphere con-
tinue to privilege the principle of retribution
asjustice over rehabilitation. This lack of com-
passionmay arise from the fact thata dispro-
portionate number of prisoners in Indian
prisons come from Muslim, Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe communities. Because
of the abject poverty and powerlessness of
most of the accused from these groups, they
have little access to quality legal representa-
tion or aid. They languish in prisons without
bail for periods even longer than the punish-
ment mandated by the law they are accused
of violating. Many suffer continued incarcer-
ation even after securing bail, simply for the
lack of surety or inability to pay cash bail.

The lack of compassion is not only a fea-
ture of the criminal justice system.
Withholding compassion from certain cate-
gories of human beings has become a hall-
mark of majoritarian nationalism. This was
transmitted from the government to the dig-
ital public sphere,and manifested as mob vi-
olence in public spaces. Unfortunately, even
judicial decisions have often revealed a sim-
ilar lack of compassion.

The current government will go down in
history for its chilling ability to stare down
protestand crush dissenters. For example, in
October 2015, the Film and Television
Institute of India (FTII) students called off their
strike of 139 days after failing to elicit a re-
sponse from the government. Since then, cit-
izens, especially students and human rights
defenders, have been damned for their opin-
ions on how they or their fellow citizens
should be treated. Rohith Vemula’s “crime”
was thathe dared to protest againstinjustice
in spite of his social identity. Despite protests
over JNU student Najeeb Ahmed’s disappear-
ance, there was noimpression of a fairinves-
tigation. Since 2019, the repression of dissent
has become more pronounced and intensi-
fied. On practically any issue, peaceful pro-
testers are met with a ruthless attitude from
the police and vigilante supporters of the gov-
ernment. In some instances of Muslims being
lynched, assailants were garlanded, feted in
public, and rewarded.

Before long, it was not just charges of sedi-
tion and defamation, allegations of offences
suchasincitement, rioting, damage to public
property or attempt to murder were made

against dissenters. Unlawful custody, custo-
dial torture, and criminal intimidation by po-
lice and investigative agencies appear to have
become a norm too. Remarkably, protesters
too demonstrated a total lack of fear of any
brutality. The allegations of the police’s inhu-
mane and humiliating treatment of protest-
ers such as Sadaf Jafar or Nodeep Kaur seem
to render protestors fearless. By remaining
undaunted, by speaking up fearlessly, by not
retracting their dissent at any cost, activists
like Dr Kafeel Khan were able to unmask the
true face of this regime.

It bears pointing out that the only “of-
fence” youth and student activists like
Sharjeel Imam, Natasha Narwal, Devangana
Kalita, Meeran Haider, Asif Tanha, Safoora
Zargar, Gulfishaand Umar Khalid committed
is making speeches of dissent against the
Citizenship Amendment Act 2019, alaw they
considered immoral and discriminatory.

In this dystopian narrative, those who
dared to protest were accused of violence but
those whoengaged in arson and killings were
propped up as the righteous. The anti-CAA-
NRC protesters were charged with what was
essentially anti-Muslim violence in Delhiand
Uttar Pradesh. Dalit intellectuals and activists
who participated in the Bhima Koregaon
event were linked with anti-Dalit violence,
and human rights defenders have been ac-
cused of hatching a plot to assassinate the
Prime Minister. A mind-boggling, logic-de-
fying framing was used to book and imprison
Dalit and Muslim activists and anyone who
expresses solidarity with them.

The deplorable conditions inside Indian
prisons, ranging from violence, torture, cus-
todial deaths and rape, poor quality of food
and healthcare, have been documented.
Prisonauthorities and personnel routinely in-
flictunlawful punishment on prisoners,ama-
jority of whom are undertrials. Humanrights
activists and lawyers have beenat painstode-
marcate categories of prisoners that might be
considered as deserving of judicial compas-
sion. In such a scramble for the painfully lim-
ited quota of mercy, activists who also dab-
bled in electoral politics like Khalid Saifi,
Shifa-ur-Rahman, Ishrat Jahan and Tahir
Hussain often fall out of the categories of the
worthies. Extraordinary laws suchas NSAand
UAPA facilitate unjustified prolonged incar-
ceration of individuals from marginalised
communities. By the time these studentsand
human rights defenders would be able to es-
tablish theirinnocence in higher judiciary and
secure acquittals, years would pass away. Who
would be responsible for heaping physical tor-
ture, humiliation and years of incarceration
on these young students and activists, who
otherwise could be acquiring and creating
knowledge, helping and providing a healing
touch to their fellow citizens?

Where the norm ought to be bail not jail,
unfortunately, violation of human rights of
incarcerated individuals seems more anorm
rather than an anomaly.

Indian prisons have alarmingly high oc-
cupancy rates, mass incarceration of the
poorestand powerless — this was a problem
already crying for attention. Taking cogni-
sance of this problem will be an opportunity
to rethink and reframe the debates on the
protection of rights of the accused persons.

Jamilteaches at CSLG, JNU; Jha is a Member of
Parliament and teaches at University of Delhi

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

J&BK VIOLENCE

THE RECENT EVENTS in Jammu &
Kashmir have filled me with deep sor-
row. My heartfelt condolences to the
families of those killed in the utterly con-
demnable murder of several innocent
civilians drawn from all three religions in
the Valley, to the families of the five brave
army personnel in Rajouri who gave up
their lives in defence of the nation and,
let me say, to the parents of the mis-
guided young men who took to the gun
and, inevitably, perished by the gun.
These events highlight the necessity to
strengthen our security apparatus and
public vigilance at all levels which,  am
sure, is being done.

They also point to the importance of
restarting the political process as early
as possible. While the LG and UT admin-
istration are doing their best, this can-
not be a substitute for a freely-elected
legislature and a full-fledged popular
government. The delimitation process
should not be unduly prolonged, and I
would request the Commission to fix its
own time schedule for completing the
exercise. Once that is done and state-
hood is restored to J&K, the process of
free and fair elections can begin, result-
ing, hopefully, in a stable government
within the next few months. This seems
tome tobe the only logical and practical
way of proceeding.

Karan Singh, Delhi

CITIZENS' RIGHTS
THISREFERS TO the editorial ‘Beneficiary

and citizen’ (IE, October 14). The patron-
ising manner in which the government
speaks of the rights of people as benefits,
smacks of noblesse oblige. Thereis a per-
vasive feeling that questions on funda-
mentalrights of the people, such as free-
dom of expression, right to civil liberties,
should not be raised solong as basiceco-
nomic needs are met. While there is no
doubt that considerable progress has
been made under several development
schemes, the government must under-
stand that in a democracy, right to lib-
erty,equality and fraternity are justasim-
portant as roti, kapda aur makaan. After
all, man does not live on bread alone.
Hemant Contractor, Pune

THIS REFERS TO the editorial
‘Beneficiary and citizen’ (IE, October 14).
PM Modi’s saying that human rights
matter after basic needs are met is
based on the false assumption that two
are different. Separating one from the
other is like taking the soul out of the
body.Itis sad that while addressing the
28th Foundation Day function of
National Human Rights Commission,
he remained tight-lipped on the
Lakhimpur violence. But he chose the
same occasion to air views separating
human rights and basic needs, pontifi-
cated on “selective outrage” and in-
dulged in his favourite theme:
Opposition-bashing. As PM of ademo-
cratic country, he must understand that
human rights are indeed part and par-
cel of basic needs and cannot be put on
the backburner in any condition.
Samiul Hassan Quadri, Bikaner

New Delhi
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Most areas on Amritsar-Jalandhar
highway under BSF jurisdiction now

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR,OCTOBER 14

THE GOLDEN Temple, located
in the centre of Amritsar, is less
than 32 km from the zero line
— the international border be-
tween India and Pakistan.

The Union government has
increased jurisdiction of the
Border Security Force (BSF)
from 15 km to 50 kminside the
international border along
Punjab, West Bengal and
Assam. Most of the towns and
cities on the Amritsar-
Jalandhar highway in Majha re-
gion are now in the jurisdiction
of the BSF, where it can conduct
raids and arrest persons in con-
nection with any infiltration
bid along the border.

Cities like Gurdaspur, Batala,
Pathankot and small towns on
both sides of Amritsar-
Pathankot highway have come
within the BSFrange, as per the
Centre’s announcement.

Itis nota surprise that most
parts of Majha are now under
the BSF jurisdiction. However,
cities like Muktsar, Faridkot and
many small towns on the

AHEAD OF DUSSEHRA
Maharashtra
relaxes upper
limit for rallies

in closed spaces

Mumbai: Ahead of political ral-
lies on Dussehra, the
Maharashtra government has
relaxed the upper limit of 200
attendees at gatherings and
functions in closed spaces.
However, the order that the
gatherings should be organised
with 50 per cent capacity of the
closed spaces remains.

On Friday, the Shiv Sena will
hold its annual Dussehrarally in
Shanmukhanand hall with 1,300
people in attendance, while BJP
leader Pankaja Munde will ad-
dress a rally at Bhagwangad in
Beed district. RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat will also address
Swayamsevaks on Dussehra.

The government issued an
order on October 8 relaxing the
upper limit of people attending
gatherings in closed spaces. ENS

PUNJABDISTRICTS UNDER BSF JURISDICTION
ACCORDING TO CENTRE’S ORDERS

*

Gurdaspur
Amritsar*
Tarn Taran

Ferozpur

Fazilka
°

*Districts that
will partially
fallunder BSF

Jjurisdiction

®—— Muktsar*

Pathankot

Kapurthala*

®—— Moga*
Faridkot™®

Chandigarh

Bathinda-Amritsar highway,
which are not contiguous with
the international border, too fall
in this jurisdiction as per the
Centre’s announcement.

Lambi, represented by for-
mer Punjab chief minister
Parkash Singh Badal, missed
the jurisdiction by just a few
kilometres.

Abohar and Fazilka will be
in the jurisdiction of the BSF

unlike  Ganganagar in
Rajasthan, which is almost
equidistant from the border
with Pakistan.

At least nine districts of
Punjab (fully or partially) will
be in the BSF ambit with the
new orders.

Until now, most of BSF's activ-
ities have remained limited to a
few hundred metres to one kilo-
metre from the Indo-Pak border.

18-year-old beaten to
death in Mahendergarh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, OCTOBER 14

AN 18-YEAR-OLD college student
was beaten to death with sticks by
agroup of men in Mahendergarh
over personal enmity, police said
onThursday.One person hasbeen
arrested in the case.

The police said the accused
hadrecorded theassault,aclipping
of which went viral on Thursday.

In the clip, at least six men,
wielding sticks, could be seen re-
peatedly hitting the victim, Gaurav
Yadav, a first year Bsc student ina
private college in Mahendergarh.
Yadav at one point pleads for wa-
ter. The accused offer him water
and while he takes asip, they start
beating him up again.

The accused have beeniden-
tified as Ravi, Mohan, Ajay,
Preetam, Sukhdev alias Bhanja
and Vicky alias Fukra. The police
said the accused lived in a
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nearby village and were
known to the victim.

According to the police, the
incident took place outside a
restaurant, ‘Royal Chicken
Corner’, owned by one of the
accused, in Malra Bass village,
Mahendergarh on October 9
afternoon. Gaurav was return-
ing to his house in Bawana vil-
lage on a motorcycle when he
was intercepted by a group of
men near a pond in Malra Bass
village, which is over 2 km
from Bawana.

Gaurav’s father Devender
said, “At 11 am, asIwas heading
to my farm, he told me that he
is going to college to fill some
forms and would be back soon.
When hedid not return ill2.30

pm, my wife called him on his
phone. One of the accused put the
phone against his mouth and he
spoke in muffled voice and in-
formed her that he was being
beaten up.”

Devender said his son said
over the phone that the accused
would kill him.

Following this, Devender and
his father rushed to the spot in
Malra Bass village.

“I'saw that the accused were
beating him up with lathis. I
pleaded with them to stop but
they continued to beat him. They
said my son had abused them
over the phone and they were
teaching him a lesson. I told
them we can discuss and sort it
out. After a few minutes, they
stopped beating him,” he said.

The police said Devender and
his family rushed the victim to
general hospital in
Mahendergarh, where doctors re-
ferred him to another hospital as
his condition was serious. He died
of injuries while the family was
taking him to another hospital.

Devender said his son Gaurav
had last week informed him that
he had an argument with Ravi
and the latter had been threat-
ening him. “I had told him we
will sort out the matter. I did not
know they [accused] would re-
sort to this,” he said.

Mahendergarh SP Chander
Mohan said, “Probe has found
that there was some enmity be-
tween the victim and the ac-
cused men, which escalated.
One of the accused, Vicky, has
been arrested and three teams
are conducting raids to arrest the
other accused. There is no caste-
related angle in the case.”

In fact, former chief minister
Capt Amarinder Singh had writ-
ten to the Centre in the past ask-
ing toincrease BSF manpower on
Pakistan border in Punjab so that
gaps can be covered.

BSF and Punjab Police used
to conduct joint operations in
areas inside or across the fenc-
ing on border occasionally.
There was, however, always a
problem of lack of confidence
and coordination between both
the forces and many meetings
used to be organised to stream-
line this.

Recently, Punjab Police be-
came more active on the bor-
der with Pakistan after claim-
ing that drones were being
used on a large scale for smug-
gling weapons and drugs.

BSF was initially wary about
such claims and would avoid
making any statement on the
recoveries claimed by the
Punjab Police near the border,
especially related to drones.

The sudden increase in ju-
risdiction of BSF is also consid-
ered setback for the Punjab
Police, which was attempting
to position itself more firmly on
the India-Pak border.

For the first time
in over a decade,
number of

TB deaths rises

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE,OCTOBER 14

THE COVID-19 pandemic has re-
versed years of global progress
intackling tuberculosis (TB)and
for the first time in over a decade,
the number of deaths due to the
disease hasincreased, according
to the World Health
Organisation’s 2021 Global TB
report, released on Thursday.

In 2020, not only did the
number of deaths due to TB in-
crease, but fewer people with
the disease were diagnosed and
treated, compared to 2019, and
overall spending on essential TB
services also dropped.

TB treatment and services
were among many others dis-
rupted by the Covid-19 pan-
demicin 2020, but the impacton
TB has been particularly severe.
For example, approximately, 1.5
million people died from TB in
2020(including 2,14,000 among
HIV positive people). The in-
crease in the number of TB
deaths occurred mainly in the 30
countries with the highest bur-
den of TB, including India.

Modelling projections by the
WHO suggest that the number
of people developing TB and dy-
ing from the disease could be
much higher in 2021 and 2022.

Challenges with providing
and accessing essential TB serv-
ices have meant that many peo-
ple with TB were not diagnosed
in 2020. The number of people
newly diagnosed with TB and
those reported to national gov-
ernments fell from 7.1 millionin
2019 to 5.8 million in 2020.
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Aryan Khan

The contraband found in the
possession of co-accused (6 gm
of charas found from Merchant)
was for consumption by both.
Therefore, the contention that
nothing was found with the ap-
plicant may not be correct,"
Singh said.

The NCB claimed to have
seized the charas during a search
of Aryan and Merchant when
they were to board a cruise on
October 2.

The NCB's panchnama says
that nothing was found on
Aryan, but 6 gm of charas was
found in Merchant's shoe. The
NCB is relying on the panch-
nama, voluntary statements of
Aryan, which he has retracted,
and WhatsApp chats allegedly
recovered from his phone.

Aryan has been lodged at
Arthur Road jail since October 8
after the magistrate's court sent
him to judicial custody. An offi-
cial said Thursday that he has
now been shifted to the general
barracks from the quarantine
ward, along with the other ac-
cused, after they all tested nega-
tive for Covid.

ASG Singh said "innocent un-
til proven guilty" is not the case
under the NDPS Act as thereisa
presumption that the investigat-
ing agency's case has to be con-
sidered prima facie correct. "It is
at the trial stage where the ac-
cused has to prove that he was
notin possession of the illicit ar-
ticle," Singh said.

He claimed that while there
was a Supreme Court judgment
on non-admissibility of volun-
tary statements as evidence, that
would be a "matter of trial".

Referring toIndia asaland of
Mahatma Gandhi, Gautam
Buddha and Mahavir, and citing
"freedom fighters", the ASG said
youth were the future of the
country and drug abuse among
them must be taken seriously.
"The argument advanced (by de-
fence lawyers)was that these are
young boys, they are kids and
that may be one of the consider-
ations for grant of bail. I do not
agree with this. You are our fu-
ture generation... This is not what
our freedom fighters had in
mind. We are looking into the
chain of transactions, and the in-
vestigation is at a preliminary
stage. It (bail) may be considered
atalater stage," Singh said.

Countering this, senior
lawyer Amit Desai representing
Aryan said that the govern-
ment's own National Policy on
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances says
there are several layers to the
drug menace, and the need for
sensitivity towards school and
college students. "There is no
doubt (regarding) the impor-
tance of the law on drugs. Kudos
to the NCB... for what they are
doing... Equally important is
that we must remember that
our freedom fighters fought for
the Constitution and funda-
mental rights...Here is a person
(at) the bottom of the chain, a
consumer, a person affected by
the drug menace as per the gov-
ernment's own national policy.
Instead of trying to reform him,
he is being kept in jail," Desai
said.

Onachat the NCB has alleged
was between Aryan and a for-
eign national on "bulk quantity
of hard drugs", Desai said young-
sters today had a language of
their own. "The chats they are
claiming, it is possible (these)
may look suspicious. But is it
youthful banter, is it a joke, the
context is important. When we
deal with evidentiary value, con-
text is important. The court
needs to bearin mind that by no
stretch of imagination is this boy
(Aryan)involved ininternational
drug trafficking," Desai said.

ASG Singh, however, said that
the chat was clear and anyone
reading it can understand what
itmeant.

Desai said the NCB had sub-
mitted no material on how
granting bail to Aryan would
hamper its investigation, includ-
ing any communication or chats
onalleged drug use at the cruise
party that was raided. He said
the NCB had completed its inves-
tigation related to Aryan and the
leads which came through his
interrogation.

After hearing the arguments,
Special Judge V'V Patil reserved
its order.

Arthur Road Central Jail
Superintendent Nitin Vayachal
said the accused are now housed
in the general barracks. A senior
officer said, "We keep a new un-
dertrial or accused in quarantine
for eight days and after this
ended, all the accused were
shifted to different barracks."

PNB Housing

of Carlyle Asia Partners IV, and
Carlyle Asia Partners V, which
entailed an investment of Rs
3,185 crore.

“We have been informed that
consequently Pluto Investments
(together with persons actingin
concert) will be initiating the
process to withdraw the open of-
fer made by them at Rs 403.22
per share,” PNB Housing said in
an exchange filing.

The issue, if it had gone
through, would have made the
US-based private equity giant a
majority shareholder in the
company -- taking its share from
32% to 50.1% -- and brought
down the stake of Punjab
National Bank in its housing fi-
nance subsidiary from 32.6% to
20.3%.

OnJune 8, The Indian Express
had reported how a leading
proxy advisory firm,
Stakeholders’ Empowerment
Services, at the behest of minor-
ity shareholders, had red-flagged
the proposed transaction.

On the pricing of the prefer-
ence share at Rs 390, PNBHF, the
firm’s report said, ignored its
Articles of Association, which
calls for the price to be “deter-
mined by the valuation of a reg-
istered valuer.”

On June 14, The Indian
Express had reported that of the
12 PNBHF board members who
cleared the allotment, at least
seven had dealt with the US PE
giant — including two Carlyle
employees who are nominee di-
rectors.

On Thursday, the PNB
Housing board “noted that due
to the protracted litigation and
the continuing interim order of
the SAT dated June 21, 2021,

FROM PAGE ONE

there is no clarity on the share-
holders' approval for undertak-
ing the preferential issue”.

In addition, regulatory ap-
provals required for the prefer-
entialissue, are pending and itis
unclear whether such approvals
will be forthcoming while the le-
gal proceedings are ongoing, the
company said.

“The company’s capital rais-
ing plans will be further delayed
and such uncertainty will con-
tinue. The board's primary ob-
jective is to raise capital to sup-
port the growth of the company,
and the board believes that the
current situation is not in the
best interests of the company
and its stakeholders,” PNB
Housing said.

The proposed preferential is-
sue has been held up for more
than four months -- after already
having taken over two years --
due to pending legal proceed-
ings before the Securities
Appellate Tribunal.

OnJune 18,2021 capital mar-
kets regulator Sebi issued a let-
ter to PNB Housing and directed
that the resolution relating to “is-
sue of securities of the company”
inthe EGM notice dated May 31,
is “ultra-vires” of the company’s
Articles of Association and it
should not be acted upon until
the company undertakes the val-
uation of shares -- as prescribed
inits AoA - by an independent
registered valuer.

While the company filed an
appeal with SAT, the appellate
authority passed an interim or-
deronJune21.

In its order, though the
Tribunal gave its nod to PNB
Housing Finance to hold its ex-
traordinary general meeting for
shareholder approval of the Rs
4,000-crore share allotmenttoa
clutch of investors led by Carlyle
Group, it directed the company
to not declare the results of vot-
ing that was to be held on June
22, until further orders from the
tribunal.

On August 9, a split verdict
was announced, in which the
Presiding Member of SAT issued
an order in favour of the com-
pany and set aside the Sebi let-
ter dated June 18, while the
Judicial Member's order upheld
the Sebi letter.

Further, SAT ordered that the
interim order dated June 21,
2021 was to continue until fur-
ther orders of SAT.

Meanwhile, Sebi preferred
an appeal against the order of
the Presiding Member of SAT be-
fore the Supreme Court, which
is currently pending. “There con-
tinues to be no visibility or cer-
tainty as to the timeline for judi-
cial determination of the legal
issues, in particular as a third
member of the SAT is yet to be
appointed,” PNB Housing said.

‘Watch out’

cannot let the pandemic situa-
tion go out of control,” Dr VK
Paul told The Indian Express.

“Vigilance and vaccines are
both critically important in the
next three months,” he said.

This message, Paul said, is be-
ing continuously reinforced in
communications with the state
governments and local adminis-
trations.

On October 9, two days after

Navratri began, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
held a meeting with officials of
19 states and union territories to
discuss measures being taken to
contain the spread of infection
during the festival season. He
emphasised that the festivals,
which are “synonymous with
auspiciousness, joy and large
gatherings”, might “derail the
containment of Covid19” if they
were not celebrated “in accor-
dance with Covid protocols”.

On September 21, Union
Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan had sent a detailed
communication to all the states
asking them to maintain utmost
vigil during this “critical period”.

“There may be a tendency to
ignore Covid-safe behaviour
during the festivals resulting in
large gatherings, events, fairs,”
Bhushan wrote. “It is critical to
enforce adherence to guidelines
to allow festivities in a cautious,
safe and Covid-appropriate
manner. Any laxity in imple-
mentation of Covid-appropriate
behaviour could lead to serious
consequences and can result in
asurge in cases,” he said.

“As a matter of abundant
caution”, Bhushan’s communi-
cation asked the states not to al-
low “mass gatherings”. Only in
districts with a positivity rate of
less than five per cent, should a
“limited number of people” be
allowed to gather and assemble,
and that too with prior permis-
sion from the district adminis-
tration, it said.

During the October 9 meeting,
Bhushan stressed on three impor-
tant measures: provision for on-
line darshan at all important
shrines, “symbolic” observation of
rituals,and provision for separate
entry and exit points wherever
gatherings were allowed.

Officials say the situation is
critical, especially with tourism
expected to take off now with air-
lines all set to operate at full capac-
ity from next week and the
Government deciding to start
granting fresh tourist visas to for-
eigners arriving on “bubble
flights” from November 15.

In July, as cases began to de-
cline, domestic tourists started
visiting popular sites in large
numbers, leading to a surge in
many places.

Instates, the withdrawal of re-
strictions during festivals in Kerala
led to a rise in the infection rate.
Some places in Maharashtra and
Gujarat reported an uptick after
the recent festivities.

For the last one week, the daily
count of fresh cases has dropped
below 20,000, a situation that was
lastseenin late February and early
March, just before the explosion
of the second wave. Several states,
evenlarge ones, have beenreport-
ing less than ten cases a day.

Officials point out that the vac-
cination drive has covered alarge
proportion of the population.
Close to 70 crore of the nearly 93
crore people above the age of 18
years have received at least one
dose -- nearly 28 crore are fully
vaccinated.

But they are keeping their fin-
gers crossed. Even a few super-
spreader events, they warn, could
initiate a chain reaction that could
put India’s daily case count back
in the 40,000-50,000 range.

lected for the pilot project.
One municipality each
from Chengalpattu near

(INR crore)
perteuiere andedon | endedon | enceaon | | ARUNJANARDHANAN
30.09.2021 30.09.2020 31.03.2021 CHENNAI, OCTOBER 14
Unaudited | Unaudited Audited
1 | Total income from operations 9216 83.50 374.21 THE TAMIL Nadu govern-
2 | Net Profit for the period before tax 41.87 18.43 132.12 ment is set to implement an
i _II\_lett ||3rof|t for rt]he p_erlz_)d after tax gg}g 128; 18;2? urban employment scheme
Otal comprenensive Income . N . : .

5 | Paid-up equity share capital 611.36 611.36 611.36 that aims to boost job op-

(Face value of 2 10 each) portunities through the cre-
6 | Reserve (excluding revaluation reserve) 276.29 193.57 240.04 ation and maintenance of
7 Secuntles.Premlum Account 1,108.54 1,108.54 1,108.54 public assets. The scheme
8 | Other equity 1,508.77 1,406.05 1,452.52 illbei 1 ted in twi
9 | Networth 212013 | 201741 | 2,063.88 willbeimplemented in two
10| Outstanding debt 3,519.09 3,511.66 3,710.65 zones in the Greater
11| Debt equity ratio 1.66 1.74 1.80 Chennai Corporation, one
12| Basic Earnings per share (EPS) (Rs.) * 0.53 0.23 1.76 ; e
13| Diluted Earnings per share (DPS) (Rs.) * 0.53 0.23 1.76 zone eac.h in 14 mUI'llClPE_ll
14| Debenture redemption reserve 120.00 100.00 100.00 COF.DOI‘atIOI.lS, one leI.IICl—
15| Debt service coverage ratio* 1.32 1.09 1.14 pallty eachinseven regions
16| Interest service coverage ratio * 1.59 1.25 1.47 and one town panchayat

Notes :

Place : Mumbai
Dated : 14" October 2021

1. The financials results and extracts thereof have been reviewed by the Audit Committee aand
approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting held on 14th October, 2021.

2 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock
Exchanges under Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly Financial Results is available on the website
ofthe stock exchange: www.nseindia.com and on the Company's website
https://www.tatapowerrenewables.com/wrel/corporateannouncements.html.

3 For other line items referred in Regulation 52(4) of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015, pertinent disclosures have been made to the Stock
Exchange and can be accessed on www.nseindia.com.
*In case of Quarterly numbers, Ratios have not been annualised.

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

Anijali Kulkarni
Director

basis.

eachin 37 districts on a pilot

Madurai, Coimbatore,
Trichy, Vellore, Tirupur,

Thoothukudi, Hosur and
Avadi in the Chennai city
suburbs areamongthemu- a
nicipal corporations se-

Chennai city,

the scheme.

Salem, Dindigul, was constituted by then
Tirunelveli, Erode, AIADMK government last
Nagercoil,  Thanjavur, year to study the impact of

member  of

P

=-OWVERMMERT OO HARYADLS, Jata b ] i S g =t T ]

Sr. NAME OF oLD NATURE OF WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFI-
No. BOARD REFERENCE/ CORRIGENDUM BOARD CER/CONTACT
CORP./AUTH NIT NO. CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
1. | FARIDABAD MET- |  TENDER ID TIME EXTENSION | https/etenders.hry.nic.in 9988030939
ROAFLJerd-lc—)AR,\fT[\)(EV' 2021_HRY_189 FOR TENDERING xen3infra2.gmda@nic.in
: 452 1 PROCESS AND
- CHANGE IN SCOPE
OF WORK.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocur gov.in or www, ders.hry.nic.in 5222/ HRY

of the committee.

Vellore,
Salem, Tiruppur, Thanjavur,
Madurai and Tirunelveli
have also been chosen for

The scheme will have an
allocation of Rs 100 crore
for the pilot stage imple-
mentation. It mandates
that 50% of the total per-
son-days be earmarked for
women besides ensuring
equal wages for women
and men for the unskilled
and semiskilled workers.

The idea was first pro-
posed by a committee
headed by former RBI gov-
ernor C Rangarajan which

pandemic in the state econ-
omy. Senior economist and
the
Rangarajan committee, M
Suresh Babu, who teaches
economics in IIT-Madras,
said the implementation of
the urban employment
guarantee scheme was one
of the prominent proposals

"Tamil Nadu has a high
rate of rural to urban migra-
tion of the working class
population. So, an interven-
tion in the urban job sector,

TN govt set to implement
urban employment scheme

something similar to
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee programme
(MNREGA) is crucial to en-
sure a basic income for the
urban poor," Babu said. He
said a large part of migrant
population in urban centres
is part of the informal sec-
tor, with jobs that give
them no job security or so-
cial protection.

"We call them vulnera-
ble jobs. If they lose their
job, they do not have many
options to fall back... This
is where this urban em-
ployment scheme would
play a major role. This is on
pilot basis and we can scale
itup after studying the first
phase of implementation. I
assume that the onus of
identifying the beneficiar-
ies of this project would be
on the local bodies, using
the same devices thatiden-
tify MNREGA beneficiar-
ies," he said.

A similar project was
implemented in Kerala in
2010 -- Ayyankali Urban
Employment Guarantee
Scheme -- which aimed to
provide at least 100 days of
employment in a financial
year to the elderly of each
family willing to be a part
of the unskilled labour in
urban areas.

New Delhi

Sikh delegation meets
Meghalaya Governor,
asks him to intervene

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI,OCTOBER 14

A DELEGATION of Delhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC) Thursday
met Meghalaya Governor Satya
Pal Malik, seeking his interven-
tion in the state government de-
cision to relocate Dalit Sikh resi-
dents of Them lew Mawlong
area in Shillong.

“He assured us that no injus-
tice will be done and the resi-
dents will not be removed ille-
gally,” DSGMC President
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said.

A four member team led by
Sirsa, who is also the national
spokesperson of Shiromani Akali
Dal, met Malikat hisresidence.“He
said he has taken up the matter
with Chief Minister Conrad
Sangmaaswell,” said Sirsa,adding
they could not meet Sangmaas he
was not in town.

The issue, which has sim-
mered for decades, escalated
October 7 when the Cabinet de-
cided to relocate the Sikh com-
munity from the area, also called
the Punjabi Lane, following rec-
ommendations of a high-level
committee. Residents claim they
have been living in the area since

the 1850s when they were
brought here by the British to
work as scavengers and sweep-
ers in the region while the gov-
ernment claims the land belongs
to the Urban Affairs Department.
Sikhs say the land was “gifted” to
them by the Syiem (chief) of
Hima Mylliem, one of the chief-
doms inKhasi Hills, in the 1850s.

Over the years, sections of soci-
ety and political organisations
have demanded that theresidents
be shifted to some other area. The
dispute flared upin May 2018 with
clashes between local Khasis and
Sikhs, leading to the formationofa
high-level committee to settle it.
Sirsa said the high level commit-
tee hasno power totake suchade-
cision since a status quo was or-
dered by Meghalaya High Courton
April 9,2021 on a petition filed by
Sikh groupsin2018.“Theresidents
cannot be relocated without fol-
lowing due process,” he said.

This time around, however, the
state government has stood firm
onitsdecision even as Sikh groups
have called it unjust and unconsti-
tutional, saying they would take it
up with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. On Monday, Deputy
Chief Minister Prestone Tynsong
said they had “followed due dili-
gence” on theissue.
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ush of new investors, and market veterans’ concerns
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SANDEEP SINGH

IF THE Sensex regularly breaching new mile-
stones has enthused investors and attracted
new ones, it has now also started causing anx-
iety among many. While seasoned investors
recognise corrections as part of a healthy mar-
ket movement, they are now concerned how
a large number of “new investors” would re-
act if the markets were to fall by 10-15%. Also,
would a panic reaction lead to a loss of capital

69,11,60,985

CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

TOTAL VACCINATED IN INDIA (at least one dose)

for them and aggravate the fall?

Investor growth

Equity markets have witnessed a large in-
flux of retail investors over the last 18 months
—both in mutual funds and direct equity. The
number of investor accounts with Central
Depository Services (India) Limited (CDSL)
has more than doubled from 2.12 crore in
March 2020 to4.64 crore in September 2021.
In fact, more than half of the additional 2.52
crore accounts — 1.3 crore — have come in
the last six months between April and
September 2021.

Even NSDLadded nearly 27 lakh accounts
between April and September 2021, taking
the total accounts to 2.37 crore.

Heads of broking institutions say a large
number of these new investors are individ-
uals in their 20s and a large number of them
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are trading in futures and options, whichis a
more risky segment. Most of them are inex-
perienced and don’t understand equity mar-
kets too well. A financial services leader in
Kerala shared an anecdote: recently, after
booking for an electrician on an app, he called
the electrician to check when he would
come. The electrician said he would only
come around 4pm. Why so late? “Until 3:30,
[ trade in the stock market.”

This trend is discomforting, say market par-
ticipants. Besides the rise in Sensex and scal-
ing of fresh milestones — thrilled new investors
often like to boast about their newly acquired
money-making skill — other factors too have
playeda partin theirentry in the markets.One
factor has been the ease of access to stock mar-
ket investing through mobile apps and dis-
count brokerage. However, having ease of ac-
cess should not be mistaken for having

investment expertise, seasoned investors say.

If markets fall...

With these new investors only having ex-
perienced the big upswing in the markets
over the last 12 months, even seasoned fund
managers at leading mutual funds seem con-
cerned — more so by the risky bets the new
investors have been taking in futures and op-
tions trade.

“Many new investors are taking positions
in the F&O market and are not aware of the
risks of that segment,” said the CEO of alead-
ing mutual fund, expressing concern over
how they may behave at the time of a cor-
rection. While investors need handholding
attimes of correction, experts feel panic sell-
ing may have a cascading impact and exac-
erbate the fall in the markets.

After big absolute numbers such as the

SimpLY PUuT QUE

Sensex scaling 50,000 and 60,000 had drawn
in the new investors, these numbers going
down may also create a scare. In absolute
terms, a 10% fall from levels of 60,000 — or
about 6.000 points — would appear, to inex-
perienced investors, to be much bigger than
a10% fall when the Sensex was at 10,000.

Dos and don’ts

Although the capital markets regulator
Sebi has enhanced surveillance mechanisms
to detect insider trading and unfair trading
practices in the market in a bid to protect the
interests of retail investors, it is important for
retail investors to be cautious where they in-
vestand how they invest. Investments based
on WhatsApp messages should be avoided,
and one should enter stocks as an investor
and not as a day trader.

Retail investors must understand that if

STION S ANSWER

there is a correction, it could be on account of
global or domestic factors and could last for a
week or a month or longer. The market may
recover soon if the underlying fundamentals
of the economy remain strong — which holds
true for India— and investors must avoid press-
ing the panic button. If there is a fall, seek pro-
fessional advice on how to navigate it.

One should follow the basics at all times
— study and understand the business of the
company, its promoter and its financial
strength. If one has invested in a fundamen-
tally strong company, it will bounce back
along with the markets as in the past.

Investors must understand that ease of
access to investment doesn’t mean they
don't need advice. They must seek profes-
sional advice, handholding and guidance,
and should have rational return expectations
from equity investment.

BSF powers and jurisdiction

Its jurisdiction has been extended in three states and reduced in Gujarat, all up to 50 km within the border.
What powers does BSF enjoy? Why was the revision made, and why are Punjab and Bengal opposing it?

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THE MINISTRY of Home Affairs (MHA) has
extended the jurisdiction of the Border
Security Force (BSF) up to 50 km inside the
international borders in Punjab, West Bengal
and Assam. The BSF's powers — which in-
clude arrest, search and seizure — were lim-
ited to up to 15 km in these states. At the
same time, the Ministry has reduced BSF's
area of operation in Gujarat from 80 km from
the border, to 50 km.

The move, announced by a gazette noti-
fication on Monday, has been criticised by
the Punjab and West Bengal governments,
which have called it an attack on the federal
structure and an attempt to curtail the rights
of the state police.

What does the notification say?

Itamends the schedule of an earlier noti-
fication of July 3,2014 in terms of the BSF's ju-
risdiction, whichit outlines as: “the whole of
the area comprised in the States of Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland and Meghalaya
and Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh and so much of the area com-
prised within a belt of fifty kilometres in the
States of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Punjab, West
Bengal and Assam, running along the bor-
ders of India”.

The government said it was exercising the
powers under the Border Security Force Act
of 1968.

Inits 2014 notification, the MHA had out-
lined BSF's jurisdiction as “the whole of the
area comprised in the States of Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland and Meghalaya
and so much of the area comprised within a
belt of eighty kilometres in the State of
Gujarat, fifty kilometres in the State of
Rajasthan and fifteen kilometres in the States
of Punjab, West Bengal and Assam, running
along the borders of India”.

Whatkind of powers can the BSF
exercise in this jurisdiction?

Its jurisdiction has been extended only in
respect of the powers it enjoys under
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC), Passport
(Entry into India) Act, 1920 and the Passport
Act, 1967. BSF currently has powers to arrest
and search under these laws.

It also has powers to arrest, search and
seize under the NDPS Act, Arms Act, Customs
Actand certain other laws. Its jurisdiction un-
der these laws has not been changed, mean-
ing its powers under these will continue to
be only up to 15 km inside the border in
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The international borders in the three states where BSF's jurisdiction has been

enhanced. While the places marked here

are within 50 km of the respective

borders, this is not meant to represent the BSF’s jurisdiction. The BSF does not

mark its jurisdiction on a map.

Punjab, Assam and West Bengal, and will re-
main as far as 80 km in Gujarat.

Why and when were these powers given
to BSF?

In 1969, the BSF first got powers to arrest
and search under the CrPC with respect to
certain laws such as the Foreigners Act, The
Passport Act, forex laws and Customs Act. BSF
sources said even before 2014, they had a ju-
risdiction of 15 km inside the border in sev-
eral states.

“At that time, border areas were sparsely
populated and there were hardly any police
stations for miles. To prevent trans-border
crimes, it was felt necessary that BSFis given
powers to arrest. While police stations have
now come up near the border, they continue
to be short-staffed,” a BSF officer said.

Why has the government extended the
jurisdiction?

Sources said the objective of the move is
to bring in uniformity and also to increase
operational efficiency. “Earlier we had differ-
ent jurisdictions in different states. This has
been done to bring uniformity to our juris-
diction,” BSFIG (Operations) Solomon Yash
Kumar Minz said.

Sources said BSF often gets information
relating to crime scenes that may be out of
their jurisdiction. “In West Bengal at times
we get information that smugglers have
gathered over 100 cows in a village and will
take them to the border late in the night. If
we actimmediately, we can get all the cattle
atone place. When they come to the border,
they will be scattered and running,” an offi-
cer said.

MHA sources said the move was also ne-
cessitated due to increasing instances of
drones dropping weapons and drugs in
Jammu and Kashmir and Punjab. However,
the kind of drones spotted so far do not have
arange beyond 20 km.

There has been no official explanation for
why BSF's jurisdiction has notbeen increased
under the Arms Act, Customs Act and NDPS
Act, which cover most of the smuggling of-
fences on the border and deal with far greater
offences.

An officer, who served in West Bengal,
said this may have happened as central agen-
cies have jurisdiction in these matters. “If BSF
catches drugs beyond its jurisdiction, it can
always involve the Narcotics Control Bureau,
orin case of arms, the National Investigation
Agency. In other matters, there may be issues
with the local police,” the officer said.

Will itimpact police jurisdiction?

At a basic level, the states can argue that
law and order is a state subject and enhanc-
ing BSF's jurisdiction infringes upon powers
of the state government.

In 2012, then Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi had opposed a central gov-
ernment move to expand BSF's jurisdiction.
He had written to then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, accusing the Centre of
weakening the country's federal structure,
and calling the move an attempt to "create a
state within a state".

About the new provisions, Minz said:
“This is not an attack on the federal structure.
Rather this is going to complement the ef-
forts of the local police. It is an enabling pro-
vision. It’s not that the local police can’t act

within the jurisdiction of the BSE. It’s just that
sometimes we don’t have enough time and
so BSF has been empowered to act till a
greater distance and in turn strengthen the
hands of the state police,” Minz said.

Asked if there could be issues with local
police, Minz said, “We do everything in co-
ordination with our sister agencies. .. We will
inform the local police even now. The state
police have better knowledge of the
ground... There is no conflict with the state
police here. In coming days, the state police
will feel happy about these changes as they
will find their state is more secure.”

Another officer pointed out that BSF can-
not prosecute offenders in any case. “We
can’tfile chargesheets. We have to hand over
every arrested individual and every seized
item to the state police or Customs... There
have been instances when people have been
caught and the defence has argued it was
outside the jurisdiction of BSF, and the ac-
cused have been let off,” the officer said.

He pointed out that in the Northeast,
BSF's jurisdiction runs throughout the states
(other than Assam). “Does it mean state po-
lice are unable to function there?”

How will it be implemented?

Until now, state police and border forces
have been working in tandem with minor,
occasional differences. Now, with the issue
taking political colour, implementation could
be tricky if there are difficulties in coordina-
tion in future.

Forexample, be it the earlier 15 km or the
enhanced 50 km, the BSF jurisdiction is not
marked on a map. Sources said it is largely
based on understanding between police and
BSE. “If a problem arises, maybe we will de-
vise away to mark our jurisdiction. Currently
it is a rough estimate as to which village or
town is how many kilometres from the bor-
der,” a senior BSF officer said.

Another officer, who has served in
Punjab, said local police often have poor un-
derstanding of the BSF jurisdiction. “Once, in
Punjab, smugglers fired upon BSF over 150
minside the Indian border when intercepted.
Inretaliatory fire, the smugglers were killed.
The police began arguing why we had killed
them when they were inside the border. It
had to be explained that jurisdiction of BSF
ran much deeper, and it was self-defence,”
the officer said.

He said the BSF hasn’t even properly
utilised its powers within 15 km. “No one
goes even that far. No BSF officer wants to
take up cudgels with the state police unnec-
essarily. After all if you can’t prosecute, you
actually have no power,” he said.

Customs duty waiver on edible oil imports: will it help control prices?

PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
PUNE,OCTOBER 14

ONWEDNESDAY, Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal announced that the government has
decided to waive customs duty on import of
crude sunflower, palm and soyabean oil, a
move aimed at controlling their prices.

Consumption & imports

Of the 20-21 million tonnes of edible oil
thatIndia consumes annually, around ¥4-15
mtisimported. Indiais second only to China
(34-35 mt) in terms of consumption of edi-
ble oil. Palm oil (45%) is the largest con-
sumed oil, mainly used by the food indus-
try for frying namkeen, mithai, etc, followed
by soyabean oil (20%) and mustard oil (10%),
with the rest accounted for by sunflower oil,
cottonseed oil, groundnut oil etc. Crude and
food-grade refined oil is imported in large
vessels, mainly from Malaysia, Brazil,
Argentina, Indonesia etc.

Given the heavy dependency on im-

ports, the Indian edible oil market is influ-
enced by the international markets. Home-
grown oilseeds such as soyabean, ground-
nut, mustard, cottonseed etc find their way
to domestic solvent and expellers plants,
where both the oil and the protein-rich
component is extracted. The latteris an ex-
portable commodity.

Prices and politics

Prices of edible oil have been rising
across the country In the last few months.
Data collated by the Price Monitoring Cell
(PMC) of the Ministry of Food and Consumer
Affairs show that most edible oils are trading
between Rs 130-Rs 190 litre.

Given the fact that elections are sched-
uled in Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, Goa and Uttarkhand early next
year, high prices of edible oils are the last
thing any government would like to face the
electorate with. Also, the festive season will
see increased buying of edible oils.

The government has not only abolished
the basic customs duty on crude palm, soy-

The duty waiver is the latest in a series
of government interventions. Express

abean and sunflower oil, but also slashed the
agri cess levied on these until March 31,
2022. This comes days after the Centre au-
thorised the states to impose a stock limit
on oilseeds and oil to control prices.

The government has been slashing duty
rates on both crude and refined oils since
February. This will be the fifth such inter-

vention to control prices.

Impact on prices

Industry sources say consumers might
not see a drastic reduction immediately in
prices of edible oil. Atul Chaturvedi, presi-
dent of Solvent Extractors Association of
India, said in a statement that the total ben-
efit of duty reduction may not fully accrue
to the consumer.

“The impact of the duty reduction on
Crude Palm oilis aboutRs 14,000/~ while on
crude soyabean oil and crude sunflower seed
oil is about Rs 20,000/- per tonne. In fact, to-
day after the announcement the duty reduc-
tion, the Malaysian Market has gone up by
about RM 150 to 170 per tonne. Also, the ru-
mours in the market in the last few days have
already discounted the domestic price to
some extent. The refined oil may further re-
ducebyRs.6to 8 perkg,” his statement read.

BV Mehta, executive director of the
Association, said international prices are
high and show no immediate sign of cool-
ing down. Be it the production of palm in

Indonesia and Malaysia, or soyabean in
Argentina/Brazil, or sunflower in Ukraine,
chances of immediate improvement of sup-
plies are slim. “Market sources talk about
improvement in supplies post December-
January when prices would cool down sig-
nificantly,” he said.

Impact on farmers

With harvesting already underway or set
to start post-Dussehra, mandi prices of all
major oilseeds are going to be affected ad-
versely. Thus, the average traded prices of
soyabean in Latur’s wholesale market in
Maharashtra dipped by Rs 300/quintal on
Thursday. The oilseed had traded around Rs
5,600/quintal on Wednesday but after the
announcement, the price dipped to Rs
5,300/quintal. The average trade prices of
groundnut in Gujarat, too, has dipped.

Heavy rainfall in September has already
caused crop loss to farmers in Maharashtra.
Groundnut growers in Gujarat suffered from
moisture stress prior to August and reported
aloss in yield. The reduction in duty is ex-

New Delhi

pected to affect the earnings of oilseed grow-
ers across the country.

Soyabean growers, in fact, have com-
plained of a double whammy as the Centre
had earlier allowed import of genetically
modified soyameal cake to help the poultry
industry. After that decision was taken, soy-
abean prices across the country dropped by
more than Rs4,000-5,000/quintal. Farmers
fear the present decision will hit their earn-
ings further.

Long-term implications

Over the last few years, the government
has taken a series of steps to remove India’s
import dependency on pulses, and tried to
do the same for oilseeds through national
missions. However, frequent market inter-
ventions that ultimately bring down prices,
the industry said, would backfire on the gov-
ernment and veer farmers away from grow-
ing oilseeds. “We need continuity in prices
to help farmers stick to oilseeds or pulses.
Otherwise domestic production is not go-
ing to pick up,” said a trader from Latur.
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- METEORITE LANDS ON WOMAN’S BED
-]

Ruth Hamilton was fast asleep in her home in British Columbia, Canada, when she awoke
to the sound of her dog barking, followed by “an explosion”. She jumped up, only to see a
hole in the ceiling She called 911 and, while on the phone with an operator, noticed a large
charcoal gray object between her two floral pillows. A meteorite, she later learned. The rock
the size of a large mans fist, weighing more than 1kg, had barely missed Hamilton’s head.
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The Bill is one of a
slew introduced in the
US Congress aimed at
reining in tech firms

USA
Big Techtoface
new bipartisan

antitrust Bill

ABIPARTISAN group of US
lawmakers, headed by
Senators Amy Klobuchar, a
Democrat, and Republican
Chuck Grassley, plan to in-
troduceaBill thatwould bar
Big Tech platforms, like
Amazon and Alphabet’s
Google, from favouring
their products and services.
The Bill is one of a slew in-
troduced in this Congress
aimed at reining in tech
firms, including industry
leaders Facebook and
Apple. Thus far none have
become law although one,
a broader measure to in-
crease resources for an-
titrustenforcers, has passed
the Senate. This Bill, which
Klobuchar’s office said
would be introduced next
week, would be acompan-
iontoameasure which has
passed the House Judiciary
Committee.  REUTERS

UsA
GOPreportsrecord
fundraising for

House campaign

THE REPUBLICAN fundrais-
ing committee dedicated to
flipping the House in next
year’s midterm elections
said Thursday it raised more
than $105 million this year
through September. The
record haul for the nine-
month period marks a 74%
increase over last cycle and
includes $25.8 millionraised
in the third quarter of the
year. The group said it now
has $65 million cash on
hand, nearly triple what it
had at this time four years
ago. The numbers are a sign
that Republicans are ener-

gised heading into
midterms, as Joe Biden’s
popularity wanes. AP
BRITAIN

Police chief quits
aftercommentson
murder victim

ABRITISH police chief re-
signed on Thursday after
sparking an outcry with
comments he made about
how women should be
more “streetwise” when he
spoke about the abduction,
rape and murder of a
woman by a police officer.
Philip Allott stepped down
asNorth Yorkshire police, fire
and crime commissioner af-
ter being accused of misog-
yny and victim blaming for
comments hemade afterthe
sentencing of London police
officer Wayne Couzens.
Couzens was convicted of
tricking Sarah Everard into
his car; then raping and mur-
dering her. AP

Bow-and-arrow attack that killed 5in

Norway being treated as act of terror

Suspectinattack at Kongsberg town is a Danish man who had been flagged as radicalised: police

PAALNORDSETH,JANM
OLSEN & MARKLEWIS
KONGSBERG, OCTOBER 14

A DANISH man suspected of
killing five people withabow and
arrow and possibly other
weapons while randomly shoot-
ing at strangers in a small
Norwegian town appears to have
committed anact of terrorism, au-
thorities in Norway said Thursday.

The Wednesday night attack
atasupermarket and other loca-
tions indowntown Kongsberg, a
town of about 26,000 residents
not far from Norway’s capital,
left the country stunned as po-
lice released some details, in-
cluding that officers made con-
tact with the 37-year-old suspect
but he initially escaped.

“From what we know now, it
is reasonably clear that some,

Atthe scene of the attack in Kongsberg, Norway. An arrow (right) seen on a wall after the attack. AP

probably everyone, was killed af-
ter the police were in contact with
the perpetrator,” regional police
chief Ole B. Saeverud said
Thursday. The victims were four
women and one man between
the ages of 50 and 70. Three other
people were injured, police said.

Mass killings are rare in low-

At least 46 killed in
Taiwanese apartment
building inferno

HUIZHONG WU
KAOHSIUNG, OCTOBER 14

AT LEAST 46 people were killed
and another 41 injured after a
fire broke out early Thursday ina
decades-old mixed commercial
and residential building in the
Taiwanese port city of
Kaohsiung, officials said.

Neighbourhood residents
said the 13-story building was
home to many poor, elderly and
disabled people and it wasn’t
clear how many of the 120 units
were occupied.

Witnesses said they heard
something that sounded like an
explosion atabout 3amwhen the
blaze erupted in the building’s
lower floors, which housed a
closed movie theatre,abandoned
restaurants and karaoke clubs.

Lin Chie-ying said she was
awoken in her home across from
the fire by the sounds of ambu-
lances and fire trucks.

“I thought our home would
burn up too,” she said.

The apartment building is
one of many in the Yancheng dis-
trict,an older part of Kaohsiung,
acity of some 2.8 million people
in southwestern Taiwan.

“For the families and
Yancheng, I feelincomparable pain
and Iblame myself deeply,” Mayor
Chen Chi Mai said at a news con-
ference, bowinginapology. “Here
Iwant to express my deepest sor-
row toall the wounded and those
whodied, as well as their families
and all the residents.”

It took firefighters until after 7
am to extinguish the blaze. Many
of the upper floors appeared not
to have been damaged directly.

Late in the day, the smell of
smoke still lingered throughout
the areaand the sound of shatter-
ing glass rang. Construction work-
erswereraised onacrane to break
outthe remaining glass fromwin-
dow frames witha crowbar tore-
move further hazard. AP

Firefighters battle a blaze in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, on Thursday. AP

crime Norway, and the attack
immediately drew comparisons
with the country’s worst peace-
time slaughter a decade ago,
when aright-wing domestic ex-
tremist killed 77 people with a
bomb, arifle and a pistol.
According to police, the sus-
pect in Wednesday'’s attack

walked around downtown
Kongsberg shooting arrows.
Police were alerted to the attack
around 6.15 pmand arrested the
suspect about 30 minutes later.
Regional prosecutor Ann Iren
Svane Mathiassen, told AP that
after the man’s arrest, he “clearly
described what he had done. He

admitted killing the five people.”

Norway’s domestic security
agency, known by its acronym
PST, cited various aspects of the
attack to explain its belief that
the suspect’s actions “currently
appear to be an act of terrorism.”

“Attacks onrandom people in
public places are a recurring
modus operandi among extrem-
ist Islamists carrying out terror in
the West,” the agency said. It said
“the most probable scenario” for
suchanattackin Norway “isanat-
tack carried out by one or a few
perpetrators with simple weapon
types, against targets with few or
no security measures.”

The man arrested
Wednesday had been on the se-
curity agency’s radar, but the
agency did not say why. Police
described him as a Muslim con-
vert who was previously flagged
as having been radicalised. AP

Amother and her children hide behind a car during the shooting in Beirut. AP

Deadly shooting rocks Beirut as
tensions over blast probe erupt

6 killed in attack on protesters heading for ademonstration

REUTERS
BEIRUT,OCTOBER 14

AT LEAST six Shias were shot
dead inBeirut on Thursday, inan
attack on protesters who were
heading for a demonstration
called by Hezbollah to demand
the removal of the judge investi-
gating the explosion that ripped
through the city’s port last year.
The Iran-backed Hezbollah
and its ally, the Shia Amal
Movement,accused the Lebanese
Forces (LF),a Christian party with
close ties to Saudi Arabia, of
mounting the attack, which took
place on a frontline of the 1975-
90 civil war. The shooting marks
the worst civil violence in Beirut
since 2008, and highlights a
deepening crisis over the probe
into the catastrophic August
2020 explosion that is under-

Judgeat
centre of
@ controversy

EXPLAINED

THE SHOOTOUT in Beirut took
place while people were head-
ing to a protest against the
judge whois leading the probe
into the 2020 Beirut blast.
Judge Tarek Bitar, who was ap-
pointed inJuly, is the second
judge to head the investiga-
tion. He has summoned a
number of powerful politi-
cians and military officials as
part of the probe. This has
caused tensions for weeks,
with some blaming the judge
for politicising the probe, while
others say the political elite,
backed by militias, is trying to
derail the investigation.

mining government efforts to
tackle one of the most dramatic
economic meltdowns in history.

LFleader Samir Geagea, whose
group had apowerful militiain the
war, condemned the shootingand
said it was the result of uncon-
trolled weapons in society, saying
civil peace must be preserved.

In scenes reminiscent of the
war, local television stations
broadcast footage of bullets
bouncing off buildings and peo-
ple running for cover. One of the
dead was a woman who was
struck by a bullet while in her
home, a military source said.

Atanearby school, teachersin-
structed infant children to lie face
down on the ground with their
hands on their heads, a Reuters
witness said. A lifeless body was
dragged from the street by by-
standers in footage broadcast by
al-Jadeed TV.

US elected back to UN Human Rights Council after Trump era

MICHELLE NICHOLS
UNITEDNATIONS,OCTOBER 14

THE UN General Assembly on
Thursday elected the United States
to the Geneva-based Human
Rights Council, more than three
yearsafter the Trump administra-
tion quit the 47-member body
over what it called chronic bias
against Israel and a lack of reform.

The United States, which was
unopposed, received 168 votesin

the secret ballot by the 193-
member General Assembly. It
begins a three-year term on
January 1 — pitting Washington
against Beijing and Moscow, who
began council terms this year.

US President Joe Biden took
office in January pledging that
human rights would be the cen-
ter of his foreign policy and his
administration has not shied
away from criticising China over
Hong Kong, Xinjiang and Taiwan
and calling out Russia.

Under Trump, the US
quit the council over
what it called chronic
bias against Israel
and a lack of reform

But a Reuters review of the
Biden administration’s record so
far showed concerns over hu-
man rights in other countries
had several times been pushed

aside in favour of national secu-
rity priorities and engagement
with foreign powers.

“The US will have an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate just how
serious the Biden administration
is about making human rights
central to its domestic and for-
eign policies,” said Human
Rights Watch UN Director Louis
Charbonneau. “With a lot of mis-
steps so far, they should use their
time on the council to promote
human rights among friends and

WHO says it may be ‘last chance’ to find Covid origins

REUTERS & AP
GENEVA, BEIJING, OCTOBER 14

THE WORLD Health
Organisation said Wednesday
its newly formed advisory group
ondangerous pathogens may be
“our last chance” to determine
the origins of Covid-19 and
urged China to provide data
from early cases.

The first human cases of
Covid-19 were reported in the
central Chinese city of Wuhanin
December 2019. China has re-
peatedly dismissed theories that
the virus leaked from one of its
laboratories and has said no
more visits are needed.

A WHO-led team spent four
weeks inand around Wuhan ear-
lier this year with Chinese scien-

The first Covid cases were reported in Wuhan. Reuters

tists, and said in a joint report in
March that the virus had proba-
bly been transmitted from bats to
humans through another animal

but further research was needed.

WHO  director-general
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
has said the investigation was

hampered by a dearth of raw
data pertaining to the first days
of the outbreak and has called
for lab audits.

The WHO on Wednesday
named the 26 proposed members
ofits Scientific Advisory Group on
the Origins of Novel Pathogens.
They include Marion Koopmans,
Thea Fischer, Hung Nguyen and
Chinese animal health expert Yang
Yungui, who took part in the joint
investigation in Wuhan.

China’s Foreign Ministry on
Thursday warned against what
it called possible “political ma-
nipulation” of the renewed
probe by the WHO, while saying
it would support the interna-
tional body’s efforts.

“We hope that all parties
concerned, including the WHO
secretariat and the advisory

group, will effectively uphold an
objective and responsible scien-
tific attitude,” Foreign Ministry
spoksperson Zhao Lijian said.

He said China would “con-
tinue to support and participate
in global scientific tracing and
firmly oppose any forms of po-
litical manipulation”.

Beijing has repeatedly ques-
tioned whether the virus did in-
deed originate in China, and has
called for investigations into US
military laboratories without
providing any solid evidence.

Chinahaslargely stamped out
cases of local transmission of
Covid-19infections through mask
wearing, quarantining and elec-
tronic case tracing, along with
sometimes draconian measures
includinglockdowns and manda-
tory mass testing.

foes alike.”

US Ambassador to the United
Nations in New York, Linda
Thomas-Greenfield, said
Washington would initially fo-
cuson “what we canaccomplish
insituations of dire need, such as
in Afghanistan, Burma, China,
Ethiopia, Syria, and Yemen”.

“Our goals are clear: stand
with human rights defenders
and speak out against violations
and abuses of humanrights,” she
saidinastatement. REUTERS

4 killed after attack on
temples in Bangladesh
during Durga Puja;
paramilitary called in

ANISURRAHMAN
DHAKA,OCTOBER 14

A NUMBER of Hindu temples in
Bangladesh were vandalised by
unidentified people during Durga
Puja celebrations, prompting the
government to deploy paramili-
tary forcesin 22 districts after four
people were killed and many oth-
ersinjured inriots, mediareports
said on Thursday.

Ahome ministry spokesper-
son said the Border Guards
Bangladesh (BGB) troops have
been deployed to stop the spread
of violence.

The elite anti-crime Rapid
Action Battalion (RAB) and the
armed police were also ordered
to be on guard with the BGB in
22 of the 64 administrative dis-
tricts and elsewhere, he said.

According to media reports,
three people were killed during
clashes between a mob and the
police at Hajiganj sub-district in
Chandpur, bordering Cumilla on
Wednesday while a fourth person
succumbed to injuries later.

Authorities enforced abanon
rallies in Hajiganj. Officials said
two people were critically in-
jured in the clashes.

Police said anumber of officers
were injured as the mob attacked
themand vandalised government
vehicles.

They, however, did not specify
whether the casualties were
caused due to police action. Media
reports had said police opened fire
onamob of over 500 people.

According to officials, police
were alerted about an alleged
blasphemy incident at a Durga

Puja pavilion in Cumilla, about
100 km from Dhaka, after which
a probe was launched.

However, violence erupted as
mobs attacked templesin parts of
Cumilla, neighbouring Hajiganj,
northwestern coastal sub-districts
of Hatia and Banskhali while so-
cial media was used to instigate
communal tensions.

Hindu religious leaders called
theviolencea plot todisrupt Durga
Puja celebrations, and demanded
action against those responsible,
as well as protection for Hindu
temples and establishments.

A particular group commit-
ted the blasphemy at the pavil-
ion to stop the Durga Puja by
staging protests, secretary of
Cumilladistrict puja celebration
committee, Nirmol Pal, said.

Police said they have so far
detained 43 people in connec-
tion with the violence. People
who posted the first video on the
Cumilla puja venue on social
media were also under custody.

“Investigations are underway
and we are identifying the cul-
prits also using security camera
footage,” Deputy Inspector-
General Anwar Hossain told the
media in Cumilla.

The ruling Awami League’s
general-secretary and Road
Transport Minister Obaidul
Qader said that “fanatic ele-
ments” staged attacks on Hindu
templesat 10 to 12 places witha
political motive.

“But our government led by
(Prime Minister) Sheikh Hasina
willnotlet them proceed with their
evildesign,” he said while visitinga
puja pavilion at the Ramakrishna
Mission in Dhaka. PTI

Pakistan Airlines suspends
Afghan operations citing
interference by Taliban

SYEDRAZAHASSAN
ISLAMABAD, OCTOBER 14

PAKISTAN  INTERNATIONAL
Airlines (PIA) suspended flights to
the Afghan capital, Kabul, on
Thursday after whatit called heavy
handed interference by Taliban au-
thorities, including arbitrary rule
changes and intimidation of staff.

The suspension took place as
the Taliban government ordered
the airline, the only international
company operating regularly out
of Kabul, to cut ticket prices to
levels seen before the fall of the
Western-backed Afghan govern-
ment in August. “We are sus-
pending our flight operations to
Kabul from today because of the
heavy handedness of the author-
ities,” a spokesman said.

Earlier, the Taliban warned
PIA and Afghan carrier Kam Air
that their Afghan operations
risked being blocked unless they
agreed to cut ticket prices, which
have spiralled to levels out of
reach for most Afghans.

With most airlines no longer
flying to Afghanistan, tickets for
Islamabad have been selling for
asmuchas $2,500 on PIA, accord-
ing to travel agents in Kabul.

The Afghan transport min-
istry said in a statement prices on
the route should “be adjusted to
correspond with the conditions
of aticket before the victory of the
Islamic Emirate” or the flights
would be stopped. REUTERS

APakistan International
Airlines passenger plane in
Islamabad. Reuters

Taliban delegation
lands in Turkey
for high-level talks

Ankara: A high-level delegation
from Afghanistan’s new Taliban
rulers has arrived in Turkey for
talks with Turkish officials, the
Foreign Ministry said Thursday.
The meetings in Ankara would
be first between the Taliban and
senior Turkish government offi-
cials after the group seized control
of Afghanistan. The visiting dele-
gationis led by Amir Khan Mutaqi,
the acting foreign minister, ac-
cording to a Taliban spokesman.
The visit comes after Taliban
leaders held a series of meetings
with the US and European Union
representativesin Doha, thisweek.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said at a virtual meeting
between the Group of 20 most
powerful economies that the in-
ternational community should
keep the channels of dialogue with
the Taliban open. AP

Microsoft shutting down LinkedIn
app in China amid increased scrutiny

MATTO’BRIEN
OCTOBER 14

MICROSOFTIS shutting down its
main LinkedIn service in China
later this year after internet rules
were tightened by Beijing, the
latest American tech giant to
lessen its ties to the country.

The company said in a blog
post Thursday it has faced a
“significantly more challenging
operating environment and
greater compliance require-
ments in China”.

LinkedIn will replace its lo-
calised platform in China witha
new app called Injobs that has
some of LinkedIn’s career-net-
working features but “will not
include a social feed or the abil-
ity to share posts or articles.”

New Delhi

The company said it faced a
‘significantly more challeng-
ing operating environment
and greater compliance
requirements in China’

LinkedIn in March said it
would pause new member sign-
ups on LinkedIn China because
of unspecified regulatory issues.
China’s internet watchdog in
May said it had found LinkedIn
aswell as Microsoft’s Bing search

engine and about 100 other apps
were engaged in improper col-
lection and use of data and or-
dered them to fix the problem.

Several scholars this year also
reported getting warning letters
from LinkedIn that they were
sharing “prohibited content” that
would not be made viewable in
China but could still be seen by
LinkedIn users elsewhere.

Tony Lee, a scholar at Berlin’s
Free University, told the AP in June
thatLinkedIndidn’t tell him which
content was prohibited but said it
wastied tothe section of his profile
where he listed his publications.
Among his listed articles was one
about the 1989 crackdown on pro-
testers in Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square and another comparing
Chinese leader Xi Jinping with for-
mer leader Mao Zedong. AP
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SECTOR WATCH
POWER

‘Inexcusable’ to cut
supply: Centre to
gencos importing
coal as blackouts rise

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THE POWER Ministry has cal-
led out thermal plants using
imported coal that have
stopped operations due to
high international coal prices,
saying it is “inexcusable” for a
generator to not offer power
as per power purchase agree-
ments (PPAs). Most plants fu-
eled by imported coal have
stopped operations asasharp
hike in global coal prices has
made supply of power at con-
tracted rates unviable.

Thisis further contributing
tothe problem of low coal sto-
ckat thermal power plants us-
ing domestic coal which has
led to plant outages and forced
states to buy power on excha-
nges with some states having
to impose rolling blackouts.

“Not stocking fuel stocks or
not giving availability on any
pretext is inexcusable. Such
conduct on the part of a seller
should beimmediately respo-
nded to by the procurer sternly
by using all possible contract-
ualand other available legal in-
terventionsat the level of state
government,” Power Secret-
ary Alok Kumar said ina meet-
ing on October 7,according to
minutes of the meeting re-
viewed by The Indian Express.

The meeting was attended
by representatives of Tata Po-
wer, Essar Energy, Adani Pow-
er and the Central Electricity
Authority (CERC)besidesrep-
resentatives of the Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Maharashtra and
Punjab governments. States
facing power shortages have
been forced to purchase pow-
er on exchanges at rates far
higher than contracted in PPAs
with the average market clear-

Most plants fueled by
imported coal have
stopped operations
as high coal prices
has made power
supply at contracted
ratesunviable

ing price on the day ahead
market at the India Energy
Exchange hitting Rs 13.87 per
uniton October 14 up fromRs
3.05 per unit a month ago.

All operators of thermal
power plants using imported
coal cited issues of high global
prices and inability to transfer
the cost of higher coal to the
procurers under existing PPAs.

Tata Power said none of its
units at the 4,000-MW Mun-
dra power station had been
operational since September
18 as supplying at rates
agreed under existing PPAs
would lead to under-recover-
ies of Rs 2.5 per unit (kilo-
watt-hour), which is higher
than losses of fixed costs atRs
0.90 per unit. The Gujarat
government has since, how-
ever, agreed to accept supply
from the Mundra plants atRs
4.5 per unit which is higher
than mentioned in the PPA,
according to state officials.

Essar Gujarat, which oper-
ates a 1,200-MW plant, and
Adani Mundra, which operat-
es a4,650-MW plant, both
runningonimported coal, too
cited issues of inability to pass
ontherise in cost of imported
coal. The price of Indonesian
coal has jumped from about
$60 per tonne in March to over
$200 per tonne due to a coal
shortage in China.

Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —

Fuel price hike

New Delhi: Petrol and diesel
prices on Thursday were
again hiked by 35 paise a
litre, after two days of lull,
sending retail prices to their
highest ever levels. In Delhi,
petrol rose to a record Rs
104.79 a litre and diesel
reached Rs 93.52.

IBBI chairperson

New Delhi: Navrang Saini,
Whole Time Member of the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI), has
beengivenadditional charge
asthe Chairperson. The post
fell vacant after MS Sahoore-
tired after a five-year tenure
on September 30.

Eol by SECI

New Delhi: State-run Solar
Energy Corporation of India
(SECT) hasinvited expression
of interest (Eol) for 1,000
MWh battery energy stor-
age system (BESS).

PV wholesales

New Delhi: Passenger vehi-
cle (PV) wholesales saw a
41% year-on- year fall in
September as semiconduc-
tor shortage hit production,
the Society of Indian Autom-
obile Manufacturers (SIAM)
said on Thursday.

WPl inflation

New Delhi: Wholesale price
(WPI)-based inflation eased
to a six-month low of 10.66
per cent in September, on
moderating food prices even
as crude petroleum wit-
nessed a spike.

Vodaretro tax

New Delhi: The CBDT has no-
tified 'Relaxation of Valida-
tion (Section 119 of the Fina-
nceAct,2012)Rules,2021',to
facilitate settlement of the
retrospective tax dispute
with UK’s Vodafone Plc. PTI

GOVT EXPECTS INVESTMENT OF ¥3,345 CROVER 4-5 YEARS

Foxconn, Nokia, 29 others
get DoT nod for telecom PLI

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THE DEPARTMENT of Telecom-
munications (DoT) on Thursday
approved production-linked in-
centive (PLI) scheme proposals of
31 companies including global
conglomerates such as Foxconn,
Jabil, Nokia, Rising Star and
Commscope for production of
telecom and networking prod-
uctsin India.

Domestic micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs)
such as Coral Telecom, STL, Lekha
Wireless Solutions, Systrome,
Synegra’s plan for the telecom
equipment manufacturing PLI
were approved, while the plans
submitted by Dixon, Tejas
Networks, VVDN Technologies,
among others, were given the go
ahead in non-MSME sector.

The government expects an
investment of Rs 3,345 crore in
the PLI scheme over the next 4-
5 years, with incremental sales
of up to Rs 1.82 lakh crore dur-
ing this period, which are likely

Howdoes
thescheme
® work?

EXPLAINED

LIKE THE other produc-
tion-linked incentive (PLI)
schemes, the incentives
for companies in the tele-
com and networking
equipment manufacturing
space would be on
achievement of a mini-
mum threshold of cumu-
lative incremental invest-
ment and incremental
sales of manufactured
goods net of taxes.

to create 42,000 job opportuni-
ties, an official release by the
DoT said.

Earlier this year in February,
the Union Cabinet had approved
aRs 12,195-crore PLI scheme for
domestic manufacturing of tele-
com and networking products
such as switches, routers, radio
access network, wireless equip-

‘Online retailers post 23%
growth in festive sales so far’

Rs 32,000 crore ($4.6 billion) of goods have been sold
online by brands and sellers in the first week of festive sales
this year, a growth of 23% over 2020, a RedSeer report said

$4.8 billion

RedSeer's pre-sales prediction

Fashionmakes comeback:
Afterapoorshowinginlastyear’s
festive season, customer demand for
fashionwas back this year with
affordable modelsand new
platforms targeting tier ll users

ec@
1

Two more nations,
1 group express FTA
interest, says Goyal

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

COMMERCE AND Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Thursday two additional countries
and a trading bloc have shownin-
terest in negotiating Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs)withIndiabut
didn’tdisclose their names.

“We are negotiating FTAs with
the UK, the EU, UAE and Australia
and in the last three days, two
more countries and a group have
shown interest that they want to
start talks for FTA,” Goyal said ina
press briefing. India is looking to
complete interim trade agree-
ments on keyissues with the UAE
and Australia by the end of the
year.”When there is intelligent
planning, projects will be com-
pletedintime...timely completion

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal. Prifile

of projects will also prevent cost
overruns of thousands of crores,”
Goyal said on the PM Gati Shakti
portal. Goyal added a number of
BJP-NDA ruled states had already
expressed interest in learning
moreabout the portal and that the
government had not yet decided
when the portal would be made
open to the public.

India offers spectrum of
opportuniti

es: FMin US

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman at a roundtable in
Washington DC. via @FinMinindia Twitter handle

Washington: India offers a spec-
trumof opportunities to investors
and business firms, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman told
executives of top American com-
panies. She is currently in the
American capital toattend thean-
nual meetings of the IMF and the
World Bank.

She met with Milind Pant,

Amway CEO; B Marc Allen, chief
strategy officer at Boeing; and
Stanley Erck, CEO of Novavax.

“We praised her reform trajec-
tory and discussed new opportu-
nities to strengthen commercial
ties between the US and India,”
USIBC, meanwhile, said after they
along with Cll hosted her fora ses-
sion.PTI

Mobiles’ strongshowing:
Rs 68 crore of mobiles were
purchased every hour during
thefestive seasonsaleacross
e-commerce platforms

Fasterdeliveries: E-commerce
platforms were able toshavean
average of 5 hours on delivery
timelines to customers, with better
warehouse planning and streamlined
supplychain

mentand other internet of things
(IoT) access devices.

Eligible MSMEs will get an in-
centive of 7 per cent for the first
and the second year, followed by
anincentive of 6,5,and 4 per cent
in the third, fourth and fifth year,
respectively.

Other companies, which do
not fallunder the MSME category
but are eligible, will receive anin-
centive of 6 per cent for the first
twoyears, 5 per cent for the next
two years and 4 per cent in the
fifth and final year.

The minimum investment
threshold for MSMEs has been
kept at Rs 10 crore, while for
other companies it has been kept
at Rs 100 crore. The scheme,
which will be operational from
April 1, will run over the next five
years with a total outlay of Rs
12,195 crore for providing these
incentives.

Like the other PLI schemes,
the incentives for companies in
the telecom and networking
equipment manufacturing space
would be on achievement of a
minimum threshold of cumula-

tive incremental investment and
incremental sales of manufac-
tured goods net of taxes.

In April last year, the Central
government had for the first time
notified the PLI scheme for mobile
phones and allied component
manufacturing. As part of the
scheme, companies that set up
new mobile and specified equip-
ment manufacturing units or ex-
panded their present units would
get incentives of 4 to 6 per cent,
with the total outlay for the scheme
amounting to Rs41,000 crore.

InNovember, the PLIscheme
was expanded to include 12
more sectors such as automobile
and automobile components,
pharmaceutical drugs, textile
products, food products, high ef-
ficiency solar photovoltaic mod-
ules, white goods such as air con-
ditioners and LED bulbs, and
speciality steel products.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman hadsaid in the
Budget for 2021-22 that the total
outlay for PLI schemes in these
13 sectors over the next five years
would be Rs 1.97 lakh crore.

E-TAILING CHECKOUT/GROSS SALES
(FESTIVE SEASON — WEEK 1; FOR

OVERALL INDIAN
ONLINE RETAIL)
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Note: For 2021, sale period is considered to start from October 2 till October 10;
sales figures include estimates for overall e-commerce in India

Tierllcontinues toshowup:
Tier |l population continues to show
upondifferent platforms, largely

enabled by various affordability
schemes and bank tie-ups
Source: RedSeer

Positive adoption: Festive sales proved that brands and sellers online have reason to be bullish,
with increased adoption in Tier II+ cities and newer customers coming online for first time

Over 2 cr ITR filed; new portal
substantially stabilised: CBDT

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THE INCOME tax department on
Thursday stated that a number
of technical issues in the new in-
come tax portal have been re-
solved and the performance of
the portal has substantially sta-
bilised. With this, over two crore
income tax returns (ITRs) have
been filed so far for the financial
year 2020-21.

“The e-filing portal of the
Income Tax Department
(www.incometax.gov.in) has
marked receipt of more than 2
crore Income Tax returns as on
13th October 2021. The new
portal was launched on 7th June,
2021 and in the initial period
taxpayers had reported glitches
and difficulties in the function-
ing of the portal. A number of
technical issues have since been
resolved and the performance

Sept: Exports
up 22.6%, trade
deficit widens

New Delhi: Merchandise exports
rose 22.6 per cent in September
from a year before and 29.9 per
cent from the pre-pandemic
(same monthinFY20)level,as or-
ders from critical western markets
and China continued to flow in.
However, imports surged at a
much faster pace of 84.8 per cent
fromayear before (albeitonalow
base), driving up trade deficittoa
record $22.6 billion in September,
according to the provisional esti-
mates released by the Commerce
Ministry on Thursday. While ex-
ports stood at $33.79 billion last
month, imports shot upto $56.39
billion. The growth in exports in
September was marginally better
than the preliminary estimate re-
leased earlier this month.
Imports of petroleum prod-
ucts rose over 199 per cent year-
on-yearto $174billion, supported
by elevated crude oil prices. FE

ISSUES SINCE LAUNCH

B The newincome tax
portal, www.income-
tax.gov.in, which was
launched on June 7, has
been facing glitches
sinceits launch

of the portal has substantially
stabilised,” it said.

The new income tax portal,
www.incometax.gov.in, which
was launched on June 7, has
been facing glitches since its
launch. The Finance Ministry
had on August 23 “summoned”
Infosys CEO Salil Parekh to ex-
plain the issues resulting in dis-
ruption of the portal developed
by the software major. In the
meeting with Parekh on August
23, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had expressed
“deep disappointment” over

persisting glitches for more than
two months after portal launch
and has given a deadline of
September 15 to Infosys to re-
solve the issues.

The tax department on
Thursday urged taxpayers to file
their ITRs for Assessment Year
2021-22 at the earliest. “The in-
come tax department strongly
urges all taxpayers to view their
Form 26AS through the e-filing
portal to verify the accuracy of
the TDS and tax payments and
avail of pre-filling of ITRs. All tax-
payers who are yet to file their
income tax returns for AY 2021-
22 are requested to file their re-
turns at the earliest,” it said.

More than two crore ITRs for
AY 2021-22 have been filed on
the portal, of which ITRs 1 and 4
constitute 86 per cent,” it said.
Over 1.70 crore returns have
been e-verified, out of which
1.49 crore are through Aadhaar
based OTP, it said.

International market data till 1900 IST

Why didn’t Invesco
disclose RIL merger

plan earlier: Goenka

ZEELMD-CEQ hints at taking legal
recourse against largest investor

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

ZEE ENTERTAINMENT Enterpri-
ses Ltd (ZEEL) MD and CEO Punit
Goenka on Thursday questioned
Invesco Developing Markets
Fund, ZEEL'’s largest investor, for
notdisclosing the Reliance merger
plan earlier and not following
good corporate governance.

“Why didn’t Invesco make its
plans public earlier? Does good
corporate governance only apply
to corporates and not their insti-
tutional investors?” Goenka said
in a statement. Coming down on
Invesco, he said, “I acknowledge
the stance that has been taken by
Invesco, but communications per-
taining to such proposals are al-
ways well-documented, and they
speak to the contrary.”

Hinting that he will take legal
recourse, Goenkasaid, “Itoo have
alot of points to put across, but [
firmly believe that there is aright
time and place for it. Our lawyers
will do the needful in the court of
law, as deemed necessary.”

“Asalaw-abidingcitizenand a
representative of a responsible
corporate citizen, [ have and re-
pose complete faith in the Indian
judicial and regulatory systemand
hencelam most certain that these
questions will be answered forall
of us,” theZEELMD and CEO said.

On Wednesday, Invesco re-
vealed that the Reliance group
had negotiated with Zee group
promoter family and Goenka for
atakeover or merger deal for ZEEL,
and admitted thatits role “was to
help facilitate that potential trans-
action and nothing more”.

“We will ensure that no one
maligns the intrinsic value of this
company for their own benefit,
and I continue to pursue thisin the
bestinterests of all our sharehold-
ers, and at immense personal
costs,” Goenka said. adding “In this
situation, it is not about one ver-
sus the other. The shareholders
and management of a company

INBESTINTERESTS
OF SHAREHOLDERS'

HInastatementon
Thursday, ZEEL
MD-CEO Punit Goenka
said, “I continue to
pursue thisin the best
interests of all our
shareholders”

are two sides of the same coin.”

Goenka said it is all about in-
creasing the value of that coin to-
gether, for betterment of all share-
holders and the company atlarge.
“Under the guidance of the board
and inline with the advice sought
from our legal counsel,  will con-
tinue to take the required steps to
safeguard Zee and its future.
Ultimately, truthis mighty and my
hope is that in the end, it is only
truthand justice that will prevail.”

“Iwill withstand any amount
of pressure to preserve ZEE’s in-
trinsic value and ensure that noth-
ing impacts the returns being de-
livered to all the shareholders,”
Goenka said.

Inanote to the ZEELboard ear-
lier, he had said that the valuation
attributed to entities belonging to
the strategic group was inflated by
at least Rs 10,000 crore. “During
my briefing to the board, [lempha-
sised on the points pertaining to
the proposal from Invesco. My at-
tention was on the imbalance ob-
served in the valuation and how
it was not in the best interest of
our shareholders. The only reason
Idid not agree to the proposal was
because the shareholder value
was getting compromised.”

Unfortunately, the way the
current situation is unfolding is
what disappoints me, he said. “My
demeanourisnottoindulgeinan
ill-natured fight. Such battles are
best handled by legal experts. All
Iam contending for, is to preserve
the future of this company, and
not my position,” Goenka said.

RBI Dy Guv: Banks will
have to prepare for capital
account convertibility

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
Deputy Governor T Rabi Sankaron
Thursday said market participants,
particularly banks, will have to pre-
pare themselves to manage the
business process changes and the
global risks associated with capi-
tal convertibility.

“India has come a long way in
achievingincreasinglevels of con-
vertibility on the capital account,”
Sankar said ata conference organ-
ised Foreign Exchange Dealers’
Association of India. “Ithas broadly
achieved the desired outcome for
the policy choices it has made, in
terms of achieving a stable com-
position of foreign capital inflow.
At the same time, India is on the
cusp of some fundamental shifts
in this space with increased mar-

Festive mood: Sensex flies past
61,000 on earnings optimism

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

THE SENSEX on Thursday soared
569 points, or 0.94 per cent, to
close above the 61,000 markamid
favourable inflation dataand bull-
ish fervour in IT stocks, following
strong earning scorecards by sec-
tormajors. The Sensex shotuptoa
new peakof61,305.95and theNSE
Nifty Index gained 177 points, or
0.97 per cent, to 18,338.55.

The domesticmarketwasinan
upbeat mood during the weekled
by strong buying inthe auto, metal,
energy and banking sectors. The
auto sector outperformed other
sectoral indices on expectation of
demand revival during the festive
season and banking stocks fol-
lowed the trend owing to strong
business preview numbers and
favourable credit growth data

Sensex
61,500 61,305.95
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60.500 60,048.47
60,000 @
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59,000
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2021 2021

ahead of earnings season, said
Vinod Nair, head of research at
Geojit Financial Services.

The IT sector remained under
pressure at the beginning of the
weekfollowingaweak starttothe
earnings season, but regained mo-
mentumas mostsector majorsre-
ported better-than-expected earn-
ings. September retail inflation fell
sharply to 4.35 per cent against

New Delhi

5.30 per cent in August, owing to
a decline in food price while
wholesale inflation also eased to
10.66 per cent compared to 11.39
per cent in the previous month.
Global markets were under
pressure as inflation due to rising
commodity prices and the up-
coming earnings season com-
pelled investors to trade cautiously.
Inflationary pressure continued in
theUS, asretail inflation remained
above the 5 per cent level for the
fifth consecutive month. Banking
will be the key sector under focus
inthe coming days as the sectoris
settokickstartits earnings season.
“With the expectation of a
strong recovery in corporate earn-
ings, the Indian market is posi-
tioned to continue its bull run.
However, any deviation frommar-
ketexpectation may lead to short-
term correction in the respective
segments,” said an analyst.

ket integration in the offing and
freer non-resident access to debt
onthe table,” he said.

“The rate of change in capital
convertibility will only increase
with each of these and similar
measures,” Sankar said. “With that
comes the responsibility toensure
that such flows are managed effec-
tively with the right combination
of capital flow measures, macro-
prudential measures and market
intervention..,” he said.

Convertibility refers to the abil-
ity to convert domestic currency
into foreign ones and vice versato
make payments for balance of
payments transactions. “Current
account convertibility is the abil-
ity or freedom to convert domes-
tic currency for current account
transactions while capital account
convertibility is the ability or free-
dom to convertdomestic currency
for capital account transactions.”

Vaccines: US
committed

for easing
WTO rules

Geneva: US Trade Representative
Katherine Tai said Thursday the
Biden administration remains
committed to an easing of rules
that protect the technology be-
hind Covid vaccines so that they
can be produced more widely.

But she insisted “we cannot
will something into being” in ne-
gotiations on the issue at the
World Trade Organization (WTO)
— because any such move re-
quires all its member states to
come on board. The top US trade
negotiator also said consensus
was possible on several trade and
health proposals ata major meet-
ing next month.

The WTOis under pressure to
clinch its first multilateral trade
dealinyears at the November 30-
December 3 meeting. AGENCIES
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PERSONAL

I, MANPREET SINGH,S/0.SARDUL
SINGH,ADD-B,65,THIRD-FLOOR,
SHYAM-NAGAR VISHNU
GARDEN-SUBHASH NAGAR,
WEST DELHI-110018,changed
my name to MANPRIT SINGH.

0040588128-8

I,SWAPAN KUMAR DOLAL, S/0.
MOHAN CHANDRA DOLAI,ADD-
2348.SUBZI MANDI,GHANTA
GHAR BASTI PUNJA BIYAN
DELHI-110007.Changed my
name to SAPAN KUMAR DOLAI.,
permanantly. 0040588128-7

I AMIT S/o DALIP KUMARR/0
8563, BHARGARH ROSHANARA
ROAD PLACE CINEMA DELHI
110007 have changed my name
to AMIT RIYASTEE

0070757445-1

| Chanreila Shinglai D/O, R.
Shinglai R/0 647 Sf, Sunlight
Colony-1, Delhi-110014 have
changed my nameto Sia
Shanglaifor all purposes.

0040588087-1

I Harpreet Singh S/0, S. Dharam
Vir Singh R/0 C-588, Sushant
Lok-1, Gurgaon, Haryana,
122002 have changed my name
to Harpreet Arora for all
purposes. 0040588104-1

I Himanshu Raghav S/o Sushil
Kumar Raghav R/0 188, Village
Kherakhurd, Khera Kalan,
Narela, Delhi-110082, have
changed my name to Hmansu
Raghav 0070757456-1

I Kunal Kumar Chand S/0,
Nanak Chand R/o0 A-298 Shastri
Nagar Delhi-110052 have
changed my name to Kunal
Chand for all purposes

0040588088-1

IMohammed Javed Hasan S/O
Masood Ul Hassan R/0 1H77B
NIT Faridabad, Haryana-121001
Have Changed My Name to
Mohamed Javed Hassan For
Future Purposes.

0070757460-1

I,hitherto Known as KIRAN PAL
ACHHWAN alias KIRAN PAL
alias KIRAN PAL VERMA alias
KIRAN PAL SINGH,S/0 SHRI
MUKHTYAR SINGH employed
as SUBINSPECTOR inthe Delhi-
Police,residing at,DA 489,
POCKET-A,SFS SHALIMAR-
BAGH,DELHI-110088,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as KIRAN
PALACHHWAN.  0040588132-9

I,VANEETA/VANITA MALIK W/O
YASHVINDER MALIK R/O FLAT
NO.104,PLATINUM HEIGHTS-
APARTMENTS, SECTOR-18-B,
DWARKA,DELHI-110078.
CHANGED MY NAMETO
VANEETA MALIK. 0040588135-1

1,Tilak S/0-Shri.Ram Babu R/o-
H.No.E-392,New Ashok Nagar,
Delhi-110096, inform that
my,correct nameis Tilak
Sahu.Tilak alias Tilak Sahu is
same person. 0040588132-10

1,Sushma Prabha,D/o0 Om
Prakash Bhatia,W/o Krishan Lal
Sharma,R/0 C5A/299A,
Janakpuri,New Delhi-110058,
have changed my name to
Susham Prabha. 0040588135-4

1,Soniya S. Bhavsar,W/o
Saiprasad Prabhakar Bhavsar,
R/0-904 Towe-F, Indosam 75,
(Plot No.GH-05 Ecocity) Sector-
75,Noida-201301,Have Change
My Name To Soniya Arunkumar
Gupta. 0040588132-7

This is to inform publicly that, I,
Smt. Surekha Suresh
Kolhatkar, a spouse of Air
CMDE Suresh H. Kolhatkar
resident of 26, Shrikrupa
Apartment, Flat No.2,
Swastishree Society,
Ganeshnagar, Pune - 411052
have corrected my name from
Surekha H Kolhatkar toSurekha
Suresh Kolhatkar date of Birth
from 17-04-1943 t0 17-04-1942 in
pensionrecords vide separate
Affidavits dated 07-10-2021 at
Pune. 0090292584-1

I,Punjeet Kaur W/o Gurvinder
Singh,R/022/19-B Tilak Nagar
Delhi,have changed my name
toPujneet Kaur. 0040588132-6

1,SUMAN RANI W/O
MADHUSUDAN GARG R/O
HNO.17-18,POCKET-D-14,
SECTOR-7,ROHINI,DELHI-
110085. CHANGED MY NAME TO
SUMAN GARG,FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040588132-8

1,SONI KUMAR S/0 BULAKIRAM
R/0 18/15,ASHOK NAGAR,
DELHI-110018. HAVE CHANGED
MY MINOR DAUGHTER’S NAME
HARSHITATO HARSHITA
MEHNDIRATTA.  0040588135-2

1, SNEHA SHARMA W/0 SH.
TRILOK SHARMA R/0 B-2B,
SECOND FLOOR, SINGLE
STOREY, VIJAY NAGAR, DELHI-
110009, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM SNEH LATA
SHARMA TO SNEHA SHARMA,
AFTER MARRIAGE FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040588065-1

I,SHAHFAIZ,s/0 Dilshad AHMED,
R/0 30-I, Basti Hazrat
Nizamuddin, near-Kali
Masjid,new delhi-110013,have
changed my nameto
SHAHFAIZ AHMED,for all,future
purposes. 0040588128-2

l,Ganga, S/0 Mahadev Shah,
Add-D-3/90, Shiv Durga Vihar,
Faridabad, Haryana-
121009,Changed My name to
Ganga Shah. 0040588132-2

I,Rajinder Singh Hora,S/o Gian
Singh Hora,R/0-J-3/79-B
Rajouri-Garden, Delhi,have
changed name of my minor son
Gurmeet Singh Hora to
Gurmeet Singh.  0040588132-5

I,Puneet Kapoor R/0.1/267,
block-1,Subhash-Nagar,New
Delhi-110027,have changed my
minor son’s name,from Kabeer
Kapoor to Kabir Kapoor, for all
purposes. 0040588132-3

I,No-9114219H, Asif Aziz Zieger,
S/0- Ab. Aziz Zieger, R/0-
Arihal,Tehsil/District -
Pulwama. In my service
records the name and D o B of
my brother has been wrongly
mentioned as Aharik Aziz (D o
B-12-10-1997 instead of Sharik
Aziz Zieger (D 0 B- 12-10-1999. It
needs correction. Objections
be filed to concerned
authorities within seven days.

0020428192-1

I,Kavita W/o Mulakh Raj R/0-RZ-
31,Sayed Nangloi, New Delhi-
87, have changed my name,
from Kavita to Lalita Devi,
permanently. 0040588128-4

1,JAGDISH KHANDELWAL S/0
MOOLA RAM R/0 B-4/148-
A,KESHAV PURAM,DELHI-
110035.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO JAGDISH KUMAR FOR
ALLPURPOSES.  0040588128-3

l,Gautam S/o Sunder R/o0 W-
54/A, T-Huts-8, Rajouri Garden,
Tagore Garden, N.D-110027,
have changed my nameto
Gotam. 0040588132-1

I,Rekha D/o Ranbir Singh,W/0
Amit Kumar,R/0 RZ-179,
Roshan-Garden, Najafgarh,
South-West Delhi-110043,have
changed my name to Rekha
Amit Kumar. 0040588128-6

I,Ranjeet Kaur w/o Darshan
Singh,R/0 KG-2/239, Vikas
puri,New Delhi-110018,have
changed my name to Ranjit
Kaur. 0040588128-10

1,Dalip Singh Negi,S/0 Thakur
Singh Negi,R/0 RZH-7,0ld-Som
Bazar-Road Mahavir-Enclave
Part-1,Delhi-110045,have
changed my name to Daleep
Singh Negi. 0040588128-9

I,DILSHAD AHMAD,s/o Israr
AHMED,R/0 30-1,Basti Hazrat-
Nizamuddin,near-Kali Masjid,
new delhi-110013,have
changed my name to DILSHAD
AHMED,for all,future purposes.

0040588128-1

I,Baldev Kumar Sahni,S/o
Kundan Lal Sahni,R/0-90/52,
2nd-Floor,Malviya Nagar,New
Delhi-17,have changed my
name to Baldev Singh Sahni,for
all future purposes.

0040588132-4

I,ANJALI D/O-MAHENDER
SINGHR/O- H.NO-474 NEAR
CHOPAL KHERKI DAULA
GURGAON HARYANA- 122004,
changed my name to ANJALI
YADAV., Permanantly.

0040588128-5

l,Subhash SharmaS/o Lt
Maniram Sharma R/o0 H.N0.502,
GaliNo.10, sec-9, Shiv Puri, New
Vijay Nagar, Distt.-Ghaziabad
U.P.-201009 have changed my
name to Subhash Kumar
Sharma for all future purposes.

0040588085-1

1, Shitwan Bedi S/o Sudhir
Kumar R/0-B6, Flat N0.204,
Chandar Nagar, Ghaziabad-
202010 have changed my name
to Chitwan Bedi permanently.

0070757464-1

l, Sandhya W/o0 Mohd Shuaib R/0
C-22, Cottage Road, Adarsh
Nagar, Delhi-110033, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Mannat Salmani
aged 6 years to Ananya
Salmani forever. 0070757455-1

I, Sandeep Chander Sharma,
S/o-Late Sh.A.C.SharmaR/0-B-
1/503, Varun Apartment,
Sector-9, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my name to
Sandeep Sharma forall
purposes. 0040588089-1

1, Ratesh Malhotra S/0 Jai
Parkash Malhotra, R/0 B-7,2
Floor, Near Harjeet Store,
Saraswati Garden,Ramesh
Nagar H.0, West Delhi- 110015,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Ritesh Malhotra. 0070757415-1

1, Poonam w/o Deepak Rajput r/o
28/92A, Gali No.-14, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032 have changed my
name to Poonam Rajput.

0040588093-2

I, Pawan Badhla S/0O Rattan
Chand Badhla,R/o Lotus
Panache, Flat 1002, Tower- 11,
Sector- 110, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201301. 1 have changed the
name of my minor Son
Radhesh Prashar aged about 3
Years and He shall hereafter be
known as Aaditya Prashar.

0070757416-1

I, GURSHEEN KAUR, W/O
Jaskaran Singh Baweja R/O:- C-
483, Defence Colony, New
Delhi-110024, have changed my
name to Gursheen Kaur Baweja
forall future purposes.

0040588067-1

I, Deepak Rajput s/o Ramavtar
r/028/92A, Gali No.-14,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032 have
changed my minor son’s name
from DEVIK to JAYASH RAJPUT.

0040588093-1
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KAMAL SINGH (ADVOCATE)
Enrl. No. D-748/2014

I, Pappi D/O BansiLal,R/0
Gangwa (166), Hisar, Haryana-
125004 . have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Pinky  0070757413-1

I, Kartik Kumar S/0 Rakesh
Sharma, R/0 RZ T20, Dayal Park
West Sagarpur, South West,
Delhi- 110046. Declare that
Name of My Father has been
wrongly written as Rakesh
Kumar in my 10th Class
Certificate No- 0907511 and
12th Class Certificate No-
0368081 . The actual name of
My Father is Rakesh Sharma,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070757422-1

|, DEVENDER KUMAR S/0-
MADAN LAL, R/0-153,
HARGOBIND ENCLAVE,DELHI-
110092,have changed my name
to DEVENDER KUMAR BASRA
permanently. 0040588135-3

I, Paramjit Kaur W/0 Inderjeet
Singh R/0 291,Sant Nagar, East
of kailash, Delhi-110065, have
changed my nameto
Paramjeet Kaur for all future
purposes. 0070757461-1

1, Nidhi Shorie D/0O Balbir
Shourie, R/0B-1101, Paras
Dews, Sector- 106, Daultabad,
Farrukhnagar, Gurgaon,
Haryana- 122006 . have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Nidhi
Shourie. 0070757427-1

I, Amar Lahon S/O Bilon
ChandraLahon,R/0 RZ-14/211,
J- Block, West Sagarpur, South
West Delhi, Delhi- 110046, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Amarjyoti Lahon.

0070757424-1

I Sukhwinder Kaur W/o Sh.
Rajinder Kumar R/0 RZ-20,B
Block, Gali No-6, Raghu Nagar,
Pankha Road, New Delhi-
110045 have changed my
mother name from HARJEET
KAUR to HARJIT KAUR for all
future purposes.

0040588068-1

LOST & FOUND

1, Shweta Anand W/o0 Amit
Kumar, R/o H.No. 09, Sector-27,
Noida, U. P. have lost my
original Sale deed on
16/09/2021 registered inthe
name of Shweta Anand of the
property bearing Municipal no
2732, Plot No. 22,Khasra No. 29,
in Block-P, GaliN0 23 & 24,
measuring about 185 Sq yrds
Naiwala Estate, BeadonPura,
Karolbagh, New Delhi-110005
Finder contact. 9891648888

0040587735-10

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client, Usha W/o Late Sh.
Laxmi Narain and my 2 sons
Hemant Kumar & Dharminder Both
S/o Late Sh. Laxmi Narain R/o BH-
395, Shalimar Bagh (East) Delhi-
110088 have lost their original
property papers like perpetual
lease, possession letter, demand
letter site kabza letter, lease deed
etc. Of address BH-395, Shalimar
Bagh (East) Delhi-110088.
Sd/- MANOJ MITTAL
(ADVOCATE)
CHAMBER: F-623,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi-110032

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Not Ram s/o Sh. Nihal
Chand R/o B-62, Raghubir Nagar New
Delhi, do hereby disowned his son Sh.
Umesh Kumar s/o Sh. Not Ram and his
wife Ritu w/o Sh. Umesh Kumar, from
their moveable & immoveable
properties for all purposes. As they
have become dishonest, disobedient
characterless, with my clients their
recent acts have been show king and
have broken all relations from them.
Anybody who deals with them shall be
doing so at their own risks and
consequences. My client shall not be
responsible for all his acts &
misconductin future
NARESH SHARMA ADVOCATE
Office: Authority Building District

Center, Janak Puri, New Delhi - 110058

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to certify that my clients Smt. Suman
W/O Late Sh. Prem Sagar Gandhi R/o A-215,
Ground Floor, Double Storey, Kalkaji, Delhi-
110019, is disconding/disassociate and
debarred her son Kunal Gandhi aged 30
years and his wife Ashu aged 28 years D/O
Mohinder Pratap Juneja, from all rights, and
interest in_her all properties, bank accounts,
LIC, Pension, Share, Jewellery etc. from
today. As they are not living with my client
from last one year. They have no rights in
respect of all movable and immovable
properties and assets and he will never make
any claim, Any person dealing with them shall
deal at his/her own risk and cost

TUSHAR SHARMA

Advocate

D/5470/2021

CH. NO. 1328

LAWYER'’S CHAMBER BLOCK
ROHINI, DELHI
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I, Lavkesh Kumar S/0 Ramniwas
Tyagi, R/0 A-377, Meerut Road,
Nand Gram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201001, Declare that
name of Mine and My Wife has
been wrongly written as
Lavkesh Tyagi and Seema Devi
in my minor Daughter
Vishakha Tyagi, aged about 15
Years, In her School Records.
The actual name of Mine and
My Wife are Lavkesh Kumar
and Seema Tyagi, which may
be amended accordingly.

0070757414-1

I, Lalita Mallick , W/O Amitav
Mallick R/o Flat No- 24/4,B
Block, Madhu Park Ridge, IB
Lines, Hydershakote,
Golconda, Hyderabad,
Telangana- 500031 . have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Leena
Mallick.

00707574111

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Kartar Singh Kumar S/o Sh.
Banta Singh R/o C-72, Prashant
Vihar, Rohini, Delhi-85. The
Original Documents
Recommendation Letter,
Allotment Letter, Agreement,
GPA And Receipt Executed by
Shri Chiman S/o Prabhu
Favouring Dr. K.S. Solanki S/o
Sh. Phlad Singh of Property No.
40, Pkt. 12, Sector A-5, Narela,
Residential Scheme, Narela
Delhi-40 have been lost. An
FIR. to this effect has been
lodged in the police station crim
branch delhi LR No.
819795/2021 dated 13-10-2021.
Any person claming any right of
having any objection of found in
possession of Original
documents may contact with the
below named person with in 10
days from the date of
publication of this notice. The
person claiming any rights,
interest, objection with respect
to this property can personally
inform or write to Dy. Dr. (LAB/
R). C Block, Illrd Floor Vikas
Sadan I.N.A. New Delhi
Contacted person.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice s hereby given on behalf of my client Ms.
Ekta Meena to the public at large that the GPA
andfor SPA dated 10.05.1980 executed by
Dharam Pal Gupta S/o Sh. Nand Lal in favor of
Mahi Pal Gupta Sfo Nand Lal w.rt Flat No. 8,
DDA MIG Flat, Prasad Nagar Phase - II, New
Delhi, has been lost/misplaced and the said Flat
is intended to be sold/transferred by Gulab
Chand and Anr. in the name of Ved Prakash and
Anr. If anyone found the
documents, kindly contact the undersigned.
Further, ALL PERSONS having any claim in
respect of the sale, lien, or otherwise
howsoever are requested to contact|
undersigned within 14 days hereof failing which
the claim(s) if any, of such persons(s) will be
considered to have been waived and/or
abandoned and the said process shall be
completed.
Krishna Kr Sharma (Advocate)
Kriss Juris & Co.
E-mail:- krishna@krissjurisnco.com

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that a man
namely Virender Sholanki, S/o: Narender
Sholanki, R/o: RZ-12A/1, Puran Nagar,
Palam Colony, New Delhi has been missing
since 20.09.2021 from his home. In this
regard DD No. 91A dated 28.09.2021 has
Virender been lodged at Police Station Palam Village,
Sholanki New Del-hl. The description of missing man is
asunder:
Name: Virender Sholanki, Age: 41 Years, Height: 5’4”, Built:
Strong, Complexion: Fair, Face: Round, Hair: Black, Eyes:
Black, Wearing: Silver Colour Pant and T-Shirt.
If anyone has any information about this missing man please
inform P.S. Palam Village, New Delhi.

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO

Police Station, Palam Village, New Delhi
DP/874/SW/2021 Ph: 011-25365979, 9818469302

INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

(Ministry of Shipping, Government of India)
A-13, Sector-1, NOIDA-201 301

Mob:- +91
C-84-A, LGF, Lajpat Nagar-1, Delhi-110024

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that my
client Smt. Santosh Vohra and her
husband Late Roshan Lal Vohra R/O G-
69, Pushkar Enclave, Paschim Vihar,
New Delhi-110063, have already
disowned their son namely KARAN
VOHRA from their all moveable and
immoveable properties by publication in
the newspaper. The husband of my client
namely Roshal Lal Vohra died on
20.04.2021 and thereafter, his property
i.e. GB9, Pushkar Enclave, Paschim
Vihar, New Delhi110063 is devolved in
the name of three persons in equal share
i.e. Smt. Santosh Vohra and her two
daughters namely Anjali Bhatia and
Sangeeta who are already married. Mr.
Karan Vohra has no right, title or interest
in the said property and now again my
clientis hereby disowned said son Karan
Vohra from her individual share of the
said property, accordingly general public
is again hereby informed that my client
shall not be responsible for any act,
transaction done by Karan Vohra with
any person. D.D Sharma Advocate Off:
F-200, Raj Nagar-ll, Palam Colony,
New Delhi-110077

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that
my client(s) is / are interested to buy Entire
Ground Floor without roof / terrace right of|
along with 1/4th undivided share of Parking in
Freehold Property Bearing No. 22/9-10, West
Patel Nagar, New Delhi, presently owned &
possessed by Sh. Amit Bhatia & Sh.Ankit Bhatia
by virtue of Sale Deed, duly registered vide
Regd. No. 129, dated 03.01.2018 & the floor
property is already mortgage with PNB HFL
vide Loan Account No. NHL/GRP/1118/609137.
It is hereby notified that any person, or entity,
firm / company, Bank, HUF /member of HUF,
Financial Institution having any claim (except the
above mentioned),any charge, interest or lien or
claim on the basis of documents and/or objection
to thereof, he/ she/ they may lodge /notify the
same to the undersigned with documentary
proof/ court judgement within 15 days from
the day of publication of this public notice,
failing which any further/ future claim/
objection(s) shall be rejected & my client /
prospective buyer(s) as a bona-fide purchaser
conclude the title/ Sale Deed proposed to be
executed in favor of my client(s) or in the
name of his/ her/ their nominees shall be|
deemed to be clear and marketable without
any defect, encumbrances, flaw & impediment.

Amit Chaudhary (Advocate)
Ch.No. 561, Saket Courts, N. Delhi (M) 9910147876

Email : amitlawyer2007 @gmail.com

| "IMPORTANT" |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy;, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e-Bids are invited from interested bidders for “CAMC of
Bathy 500HD Single Beam Echo Sounder (SBES)”. The Tender
Documents and other relevant details are available at IWAI
website www.iwai.nic.in and e-procurement site

https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app
INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

- (Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Govt. of India)

Head Office, A-13, Sector -1, Noida — 201301 (U.P.) Phone: 0120 — 2544036 & 2574050

e-Bids are invited from interested bidders for “Procurement of
Hydrographic Survey Equipment”. The Tender Documents and other
relevant details are available at IWAI website www.iwai.nic.in and
e-procurement site https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app

Hydrographic Chief

Sd/-
Hydrographic Chief

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

A-11, Sector-24, Noida-201301
Ph.: 0120-2412294, 2412445, Fax: 0120-2412218

e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Ref No : NFL/CMO/ABD/PDM/2021-22/01 Date : 15.10.2021
Bids are invited from the prospective bidders for procurement of Potash
Derived from Molasses (Granulated) for further marketing in states.
For details visit website: https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app
(e-tendering) & www.nationalfertilizers.com (Homepage). E-Tender
no 2021_NFL_91230_1. Last date of Bid submission/Date of Opening of
Technical Bid document is- 15.30 Hrs on 28.10.2021 / 15.30 Hrs on
29.10.2021. Any Corrigendum (s) to this tender shall be published only on
our websites

General Manager (Marketing)
7] @NFL_Kisan [ @nationalfertilizers [T]] National Fertilizers Limited

UNICIPAL CORPORATION

ARTMENT (HQ)
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Deputy Director (Hort.) HQ on behalf of Commissioner, EDMC invites
NIT No. 03 dated 14.10.2021 Tender No. 2021_EDMC_91544_1 for
Operate of Milk Booth/Kiosks in various parks of East DMC for
maintenance of Parks in EDMC and Earnest Money Rs. 1000/- per milk
booth/kiosk & time of completion for set up in 2 Months. The tender forms
and other details can be obtained from O/o Deputy Director (Hort.), HQ or it
can be downloaded from the website www.etenders.gov.in or
www.mcdonline.nic.in. The last date of sale of tender will be 08.11.2021
at 3.00 PM. Other detail/information can be seen on website
www.etenders.gov.in.

The press notice is also available on www.mcdonline.nic.in. Sa/-
R.O. No. 35/DPl/East/2021-22 Dy. Director (Hort.) HQ

EDMC’s Citizens Helpline No. : 155303

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER NOTICE NO. NIT-19/UMB-2021-22 DATED 14.10.2021

E-Tender

Open tenders through E-tendering are invited by Sr. Divisional Engineer/Coordination, Northern Railway, Ambala from the
willing contractors for following work upto 15.00 hrs. on the date of closing shown against the work and will be opened thereafter.

S.
No.

Name of Work

Period of
Completion

Approx.
Cost (Rs.)

Date of closing
& opening

1 1-Repair to leaky roof, flooring, plastering, C. Conc approach paths,
corroded steel and damaged wooden doors & windows and corroded
w/s pipelines of staff quarters in the Section of SSE/W/RPJ under
ADEN/RPJ. 2- Repair to sewer line & water supply system at DOA
and KNN station in the section of SSE/W/RPJ under ADEN/RPJ.

34,65,033 | 04 Months 08.11.2021

PTA-DUI

125, 126 & 127)

2 (i) Improvement of road surfaces, standard speed breakers and
painting height gauges of L-xing nos. 3 -spl., 5-spl.,
C, 26-C, 31-C, 37-C on LDH-DUI section, 64-C, 61-C in DUI Yard
in the section of SSE/W/DUI, 24-C, 40-B, 41-C, 42-C, 46-C & 50-C
on PTA-DUI section in the section of SSE/W/PTA under ADEN/PTA.
(i) Elimination of manned level crossing by merging level crossing
no. C-44 with B-45 between PKK-ABS on BTI-SGNR section.
(iii) Raising of bridge parapets on DUI-JHL- HSR section (Bridge no.
177, 182, 220, 222,226 to 229, 236, 237 & 239 on DUI-JHL and 8,19,
27,29, 33,48, 52, 53, 54,65A, 68, 69, 73A, 82 & 83 on JHL-HSR) &
section (Bridge No. 27,30, 38,39,60, 61, 63, 66,73, 78,
82, 92, 93, 94, 99, 108, 109, 110, 115, 116, 121, 122, 123, 124,

1,07,93,673 | 12 Months 08.11.2021

16-A, 23-C, 24-

DEN/TRACK/UMB.

3 Reconditioning of points and crossing & SEJ in Ambala Division under

87,70,397 | 0

(<)

Months 08.11.2021

4 Construction of 6.53KM RCC boundary wall near stations &
its approaches as measure to safeguard track and avoiding
encroachments in the section of ADEN/CDG.

5,53,15,186 | 1

N

Months 08.11.2021

5 1-Repair of colonies road at SIR and door and window at various
colonies SIR-NMDA section under ADEN/SIR.2- Repair to side drain
and retaining wall from RPAR to DLPC section in the section of
SSE/W/RPAR under ADEN/SIR.

44,55,082 0.

=

Months 08.11.2021

ADEN/UMB.

6 Annual repair, white washing, C/washing and painting to staff quarters
& service buildings under Zone No. A & C AMBALA CANTT. for the
period ending 30/6/2022 in the section of SSE/W/M/UMB under

N

75,30,748 12 Months 08.11.2021

const. =

7 Provision of RPF Barracks (Jawans=10 bed, Sub Officers-4 bed, Lady
4 bed, 01 mess, Dinning hall etc. each station) at RPJ.

(=]

1,01,30,137 | 06 Months 08.11.2021

8 Maintenance of Lawns, flower beds and potted plants of Railway
stadium Park officer's club type-IV & V Bungalow in RV and Old
Colony, UMB under ADEN/UMB.

44,55,084 1

N

Months 08.11.2021

9 Supply of 4820 Cum 65mm gauge Machine crushed stone ballast on
KALKA-SHIMLA Section in the section of ADEN/SML.

57,51,251 0

(==

Months 08.11.2021

of ADEN/RPJ.

10 | Addition & alteration on Sarai Banjara & Shambhu station yard on
UMB-LDH-section in connection with DFCCIL works in the section

=

40,60,874 04 Months 08.11.2021

NOTE:-

conditions.

1. Tenderers are required to upload scanned copies of all related eligibility documents including PAN/TIN/GST as per

2. Tenderers should have Class-III Digital Signature Certificate to participate in E-Tendering of works tenders.
3. For detail, please log on IREPS Website www.ireps.gov.in.
4. GST will be levied as per GST Act. 2017

2342/2021

E-Tender No. PAY AND USE-MTJ-2021-4 Date:- 05-10-2021

Se g Customers with a S

SOVERMMWMIENMT OF HARYORMNO, Ri=, = o8 )| e S "qﬂ-‘

[f] North Central Railways [¥] @CPRONCR

Appeal for Identification

General public is hereby informed that
one person Name: Unknown, Slo:
Unknown, Rlo: Unknown, Age: 60-
65 Yrs., Height: 57", Sex: Male,
Complexion: Wheatish, ID Marks:
Tattoo Mark "Ram Sahay" in hindi on
Right Hand, Wearing: Bhagwa
Colour Shirt and Payjama, Place of
Recovery: Found dead at P.F. No.
14-15 Old Delhi Railway Station.
In this regard FIR/DD No. 9A, U/s 174 Cr.P.C., Dated
10.10.2021 has been lodged at Police Station, Old
Delhi Railway Station, Delhi. Any clue come to notice
please inform undersign. SHO
P.S. Old Delhi Railway Station, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23961522,
8750871302, 9868377475

DP/333/RLY/2021

A FTOWHSHIF E INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELDFMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
&1h Floor, Bua Bhaean, Vigayawada, Andha Prades

WFTDCD
fir 1l '|I""|l"‘:-'|lu|r|"|1"‘~' tal, sy u.Ir:r LA |d' e i 1-
durieeg oflice waRing hears ard Be delled B5P Gan be dewsdizided [roim '|l.
E-pacuremenl gial form al I|I.l'|:|.-.'1u|lc|-u|.m|.n:i..|.re1||mr.n|:||ln.

Sdl- 12109801 Managng Director, BFTIOCA, ipyaweada

MIFR He 2P TLAOVT 1 TME =27, [H 14T

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

(Of The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation)

E-tender is re-invited for the supply of following item.
(1) 70983.

Note : For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in.
PRO/AAM(M)/73/2021 GENERAL MANAGER

TENDER NOTICE
The Sr. Divisional Engineer/Cord, Northern Railway, DRM Office, Delhi Division, State
Entry Road, New Delhi-110055, for and on behalf of the President of India invites
sealed open electronic-tenders for the under noted works :-

S. [Name of work Approximate|Completion| Date of
No. Cost of work| period opening
1. |Hiring of GPS trackers for monitoring of Rs. 24 Months [09.11.2021

track inspection/patrolling over Delhi
division for a period of two years.
(Cost is exclusive of GST)

71,44,564.07/-

Note :- 1. The e-tender is to be submit through railway website ‘http:ireps.gov.in’. The
tenders can be submiton website Up to 15:00 hrs. on 09.11.2021 and shall be opened there
after. No.128-W/Sr.DEN C/NIT No. 4/21-22/WC Dt. 14.10.2021 2352/2021

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
A-11, Sector-24, Noida-201301
Ph.: 0120-2412294, 2412445, Fax: 0120-2412218

e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Ref No : NFL/ICMO/ABD/BS/2021-22/01 Date : 15.10.2021
Bids are invited from the prospective bidders for procurement
of Bentonite Sulphur for further marketing in states. For details
visit website: https:/letenders.gov.in/eprocure/app(e-tendering) &
www.nationalfertilizers.com (Homepage). E-Tender no
2021_NFL_91232_1. Last date of Bid submission / Date of Opening of
Technical Bid document is - 15.30 Hrs on 25.10.2021 / 15.30 Hrs on
26.10.2021. Any Corrigendum (s) to this tender shall be published only on
our websites.

General Manager (Marketing)
"] @NFL_Kisan [f @nationalfertilizers [T} National Fertilizers Limited

UJVN Limited

(An Uttarakhand Govt. Enterprises)

H.O. “UJJWAL” Maharani Bagh, GMS Road,Dehradun.-248006
Telephone: 0135-2763508, 22763808; Fax : 0135-2763507
CIN No. U4101UR2001SGC025866 Website: www.uttarakhandjalvidyut.com

Corrigendum Notice-3 Dated: 13.10.2021

RO No. 755

In reference to e-bid notice no: NCB/13/EE(Civil)yUJVNL/Pashulok
Barrage/ 2021-22 for execution of “Protection & Refurbishment work from
spillway glacis to end sill of gate no. 5 to 15 of Pashulok Barrage,
Rishikesh” the Corrigendum notice has been uploaded on e-portal
“http://uktenders.gov.in. The bidders are also required to submit/upload
the signed copy of downloaded modified Corrigendum with their application
confirming their acceptance against modified clause. Other terms, conditions
& specified dates of bid submission & Opening shall remain same.

For fuller & Further details Kindly visit “e-procurement portal
“http://uk tenders.gov.in. Executive Engineer (Civli)

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

TR I e fohan S § fof e 1a Sea
SATYHRT AT HUSH AR Bla gRI FHed! LI dretsige,
Aferaqe feerd fafy=1 gsifa 1 Serrss erenet sifeh T
120 FHad ¥, & TR0 ¥ T=5% Afwal/wH enfe fafest
SEeEA (Offline Tender) STHIA 1 St T1 gat =1
@ = Taf¥ 26.10.2021 THF I1A: 11:00 st THeTE ©IH
qeroEe, Afeaqe | Feifid i Wt T | et st <o e
TS HEATed 3R e, fe e 27.10.2021 T9F Ur:
11:00 5191 FAeffa T TR & |

(TS HHR)
T8I IHaT
ST HUSHA, 3T BIaHT

Bos WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY
[Open Tender Notios)
Machanical Branc)

FIT Moz JBPRVTender 252021,
Dratesl 08,10.2027, Closing-

e 1/4/321/Talbehat/Trees
feAteR: 14/10/2021

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

FIRST CORRIGENDUM

E-Tender for Awarding of Normal Pay o911, 30
& Use Toilet complex between PF 01 & y
07 in front of GRP Thana & Third Entry | | =1 'Dlrflflrf‘-'fflhfl!'l o e

Circulating Area New Toilet Complex
at Mathura Jn. Railway Station on
Operation and Maintenance (O&M)
basis with E-Tender No. PAY AND
USE-MTJ-2021-4 Date:- 05.10.2021.
The Earnest Money Deposit
Rs. 9,88,206/- was published in
National and Local Newspaper.
It should be read and understood as

Rs. 98,900/- 1069/21 V.

Divizional Mechanicel Engincar (Co
ardination), Diviriennl Failuay
Wanagor (W Offcn, Wesl Conlral
Reilwey, Jahapur for the lolowing
wodks - NIT Ho. & Dabe: JEPMY
Teewdar'z0 2027, Calid (520102027,
Hame ol work with Tocatlon:
Rapnir ol C-calegery I

BOEMNHL Wiagon of oy 22 ot NHJ
ey Kaini on j dlept, Ady, Valos
af the wark: ¥ 1,50, 24, 156,96,
Tender Doc. cost im: T 00J-,
Enrnest Money: T 0. Complalicn
pericdd: 12 Mocits, Tender Closing
daube & dimma 011130381, 15:00

| | DFERING | AMTUMT |
T (] NI, Ry e .
o] B AR i gt il L S WORK HETICE TEH DR | coosiiG | pewmiy | WRENTL RS TER AoeAn IF LR DEHTALT His. The. complole infomation of
| s e 1H ! CETRILE UL the aboue E-letders is avaiable
Tl T A Im wahisite hitps:lreps v.n ars
T BNFLE (F MIRAITURE [P T8 (FTLE OF FORERS WU ETS THL THERL, | 1 T R R P R R I Y L [T HLL LR oL
AR EL T BT : ala il o | O 1 H oy §- EF - N i BT Aled placed an Fsy oG Deeand ol
| DFTEA THOA A HAMTESESTE GF 48 PO ETT- 47 DriMd A8, [ iedds - "
F5 L LR L S WAL CHE AL oA BRI 1S TP T T Ll s T T : 18] LT e = tatedl Sai the Divislonal Aallway Manager
|# s HLHALY 8748 :q..l-u. SL GTHER WOARS CONTRGINT THERETEL (1T : L5 A S LY aal Ll iMach) offics of Weel Condral
L5 A THEF ik
PoECHASE OF CENTI Sk :u RabPway, Jabalpur. Tanders ot
e e | S #an in tho lomm of o-bid shak nol
| 16 1030 Toa SN D acceplad aifaingl Aboyve
} R | i Holods el T Ml S tondore g
Lt et I x
3 o1 LI | i I ML)
K PG ¥ DOATRACT PTE PR P E CE West Cenbral Rallway, JEP
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‘Looks like a different generation
now in India... tall and fitter athletes’

Russian-born coach Bukharina on strengths and weaknesses of Indian athletes

ANDREW AMSAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

AT THE recently concluded 400 metre na-
tionals in New Delhi, a young runner walked
up to chief coach Galina Bukharina seeking
some “general advice”. Galina looked per-
plexed. “How can I give you advice without
knowing anything about you?” replied
Galina with a genial smile.

The 76-year-old Russian-born coach,
known for her no-nonsense approach,
wanted to watch the athlete first before of-
fering any tips. The next day, Galina closely
observed the athlete during her finals and
helped her with specific advice.

After a two-decade coaching stint in the
United States, Galina took up the job of
India’s chief 400m coach. But much before
that she was part of the Soviet Union
women’s 4x100m bronze-winning team at
the 1968 Olympics in Mexico. And two
decades later, Galina coached the Soviet
Union women'’s 4x400m team to gold at the
1988 Seoul Olympics with a world record
timing of 3.15.17s, which still stands.

The coach, with 47 years of experience,
spoke to The Indian Express about the chal-
lenges she faced, the loss of form and injury
to members of the women'’s relay team be-
fore the Tokyo Olympics and about spotting
talent.

It has been a tough year for you...

It has been a tough two years for the
whole world but India especially. In the USA,
all athletes, all universities competed. But for
21 months in the Olympic cycle, we did not
have any competition. We could not go any-
where and had to stay in Patiala due to the
Covid-19 situation. Seeing the same faces
and following the same routine everyday can
get stressful. Few people were down with
Covid and some had injuries. But we still
managed to keep the core of the men’s team
but we completely lost the women'’s team.

What went wrong with the women’s
4x400 metre relay squad?

In February, the key runner Anjali Devi
gotinjured. The whole team sort of fell apart
after that. Everyone was upset. After that,
Anjali decided not to undergo surgery, which
was a wrong call. With surgery, she could
have recovered much faster.

You still spend a lot of time reading. How
important is that?

Some coaches think they know every-
thing. You have to keep learning all your life.

Bukharina had won bronze with the Soviet Union at the 1968 Olympics, and then
coached the women’s 4x400m team to gold in Seoul 1988. Andrew Amsan

can get everything from there. I am on the
internet everyday checking not only track
and field but other sports too. I started coach-
ingin 1974, so its 47 years now and [ am still
learning. I need different ideas from differ-
ent people. It helps in training athletes who
are recovering from injuries. I would rather
go on the internet to watch some competi-
tion on loop than watch some soap opera.

You watched every race from the first heat
to the last finals of the two-day 400m na-
tionals. What did you observe?

Iwas at the Khelo India competition three
years ago. It looks like an absolutely differ-
ent generation now. Alot of tall and fitter ath-
letes. If you see the Under-16 girls, they look
taller and fitter than the U-18 women. It
shows that the next generation of Indians are
getting taller and fitter. It is a coincidence that
before I came here, | was in Russia to get my
employment visa. I was at the stadium to at-
tend a competition of the same age group
and here it was much better.

Did you notice any mistakes or flaws in the
youngsters?

[just observed alot of coaching mistakes.
If you are bringing athletes to the national
level and if they do not know how to get into
the starting blocks, it’s the coach’s mistake. A
lot of kids were setting the blocks by hitting
on them with their heels. It is a very bad mis-
take that the coaches should not allow.

The blocks are made out of steel and ath-

it will hurt.

Another common mistake that I ob-
served was that a lot of athletes were going
into the blocks with their legs and that’s ab-
solutely incorrect. If you go on the internet,
you will see how all top athletes go into the
blocks. They first set their arms and then
move back to set their legs into the blocks.

How was your short post-Olympic vaca-
tion in the US?

Ihad some health problems. I had osteo-
porosis, some generative changes in my
spine. It was near the neck region and be-
cause of that, I had trouble moving my right
arm. I had two spine injections and that’s all
my vacation was.

1 did a lot of exercises to restore move-
ment in my arm. [ am 76 now. I am not get-
ting younger or healthier.

What have you learnt about India in the
last four years?

In the USA, I saw how youngsters wait to
turn 18 to get out of the house. Here I saw
how much kids are attached to their fami-
lies.

Once Dharun’s (Ayyasamy) mother fell ill
with Covid, he didn’t even take one second
and left the camp to be with her. (MR)
Poovamma'’s family follows her everywhere.
I know that kids who have so much love for
their families cannot ever think of doing any-
thing evil. My daughter is partially like
American kids. [ am living in Patiala and

Players are the first to
take blame, feels Chhetri

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
OCTOBER 14

HE MIGHT have bailed India out almost
every time he’s stepped on field, but India’s
talisman Sunil Chhetri has said football play-
ers are the ‘first ones to take the blame’ for
the national team’s recent poor run against
sub-continental lightweights.

After touching a high against Qatar,
where India came back with a draw in the
joint qualifier of 2022 World Cup and 2023
Asian Cup, Chhetri & Co. have struggled to
beat teams like Bangladesh, Afghanistan,
Nepal and even the lowest-ranked Asian
team, Sri Lanka.

On Wednesday, thanks to Chhetri’s brace
and a goal from his strike-partner Manvir
Singh, India defeated hosts Maldives in a
must-win match of the South Asian Football
Championship to reach Saturday’s final,
where they will take on Nepal.

Chhetri was relieved after the team
turned around its torrid start to the cam-
paign but said the inconsistency was ‘unac-
ceptable’.

"The first ones to take the blame is us
players. I can name five games that we
should have won. After (a draw against)
Qatar, you go and don’t win against
Afghanistan, against Bangladesh... then
there is no one else to be blamed,” Chhetri
said in an online media interaction on
Thursday.

“The number of chances we missed...
Not scoring against Sri Lanka was unaccept-
able. We missed a lot of chances against
Nepal also. We were not playing against the
Qatars and Japans and UAEs of the world.”

India have only won five out of the 21
matches under coach Igor Stimac.

Chhetri said the morale of some of the
younger players had been affected after the
recent results but the performance against
Maldives, in front of a hostile crowd, has
lifted the spirits.

India defeated the home team 3-1 and
looked in control for a major part of the
match, something that had been lacking so
far.

No natural No 9

The 37-year-old, who now has 79 inter-
national goals to his name, said Manvir could
possibly be his successor in terms of goal-
scoring.

But he empathized with the striker’s sit-
uation, given that he plays a different role for
his club, ATK Mohun Bagan.

“I am banking on Manvir when I am
done.Heis a beast,a machine, in every train-
ing test we have, he will be in the top three.
The problem is he plays at the right side for
ATK Mohun Bagan in ISL but as No. 9 in the

Chhetri has scored 79 times in 124
international matches. AIFF/Twitter

Win dedicated to
injured Farukh

Male: The Indian team dedicated its
win over Maldives to striker Farukh
Choudhary, who was forced out of the
SAFF Cup due to an ACL injury. After
the 3-1 win, the team remembered
the 24-year-old Choudhary, who got
injured in the 1-0 win over Nepal, by
wearing a jersey with his name onit,
and sang "We love you, Farukh."
Choudhary has played 14 times so far
for the national team. PTI

and so at times, he is off. He will learn with
experience. He is our weapon,” Chhetri said.

The captain spoke highly of young play-
ers Apuia, Suresh Wangjam, Liston Colaco
and Rahim Ali but said the country needs a
player who is at a higher level than he is at
the moment for the national team to im-
prove. At present, India is staring at a seri-
ous who-after-Chhetri problem, given that
he s the only player to consistently find the
back of the net.

“We don't need Sunil Chhetri, we need
better players than me. We got to be better
than this. Apuia, Suresh, a lot of youngsters
are doing well. For our nation to do well, we
will need to have a better team than now,”
Chhetri said.

“We have to evolve, get better than be-
fore. If you are only concerned about scor-
ing, don't worry, it'll come.

“The (goal-scoring) stats are not very

— BRIEFLY ——

Avanilevel with
seasoned golf pros
Chandigarh:  Amateur  Avani

Prashanth overcame a string of bo-
geys on the front-nine to stay in touch
with seasoned professionals Vani
Kapoor and Amandeep Drall and
share the lead after two rounds of the
10th leg of the Hero Women's
Professional Golf Tour. Drall (68-74)
had an off day with three bogeys on
the front-nine against just one birdie
on the back, while Vani Kapoor (72-
70) showed form and rhythm of the
old with six birdies against an open-
ing double bogey and two bogeys, in-
cluding a late one on 17th, for around
of 2-under 70. Vani, who has been
trying to re-discover the form that
made her adominant force on the do-
mestic circuit, was in a terrific run
through the second round. On the
back nine, after a bogey on 10th she
reeled off three birdies in a row from
12th to 14th but dropped a shot on
17th. Avani had four bogeys against
three birdies in her card of 73.  PTI

Women'steamto
play Swedish clubs

Manama: Buoyed by the win against
higher-ranked Chinese Taipei in the
last match of its international tour,
the Indian women's football team
will play against two Swedish sides
later this month as part of its prepa-
rations for next year's Asian Cup in
the country. The team will play
against two top tier 1 sides
Hammarby IF (October 20) and
Djurgarden IF (October 23) in
Sweden. India head coach Thomas
Dennerby was earlier at the helm of
both the clubs. The team has already
played four international friendlies in
their current tour abroad. PTI

Dharma holds onto
lead in Jaipur Open

Jaipur: Bengaluru's M Dharma held
on to the lead on the third day of the
Jaipur Open golf tournament, card-
ing a five-under 65 on Thursday. The
two-time PGTI winner (62-62-65),
who was the overnight leader by
three shots, ended day three with a
two-shot lead, moving his total to 21-
under 189. He’s on course to winning
his first title in four years. His regular
partner and good friend meanwhile
Khalin Joshi (61-66-64) moved from
overnight tied second to sole second
at 19-under 191 following his 64 in

There are so many new techniques to train-  letes have to realise that they are not hitting  everyone whoworksinthe campissoproud  national team. “Heisyoungandsoheisun-  positive, but there are youngsters who are round three. PTI
ing. The internet is completely openandyou  the blocks but their Achilles. Ina few weeks,  of their family. able to adapt (from one position toanother)  comingin and it will happen.”
CROSSWORD 4561 OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis DAY TODAY 8Y PETER VIDAL
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ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The Sun’s

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Please apply all your

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

MiE EITHER, M0 CAN SEE
RO MILES FROM R WERE

[ 1% MovER BEEN THIS
L'.n'-.su N & TREE BEFORE

ACROSS DOWN
1 Direction to carry on packing 1 Fire new growth(5)
(7) 2 Loutofasort(3)

5 Abad time to sell wild plums 3
)

8 Going close to breaking the 4 Variation in game puzzles
law (9) people (6)

9 Girl to take your hat? 5 Sallying outinaremarkable
(3) way (8)

It’s socially acceptable ina
worker - arelative (4)

!. ¥ r'.l" "

10 Sounds like the end of the
story (4)

12 MP's excuse for absence is
weakened (8)

14 Shutup(6)

15 Paradoxically sinks moneyina
new company (6)

6 The printer draws his capital
fromit(5,4)
7 Adeity father’s seen around

=Ty

e L Sl [y 1T

Eastern temples (7)

TSR RS CITE. A
CRATHL RAEHT T

17 This way won't get you
anywhere (3-2-3)

18 Side of fresh meat (4)

21 Animal seen in the menagerie
3)

22 Engaged in current affairs?
(234)

24 Praise for former duty we hear
(5)

25 Number in coma possibly
wandering around (7)

(6)
(5)

3)

reaction (7)
16 Unrestrained desire to get on

19 Operatic heroine many imitate

20 Itdescribes time at school (4)
23 We would shortly be married
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Solutions Crossword 4560: Across: 1 Diameter, 5 Amid,
relation, 13 One-way, 14 Sprout, 17 Paving stones, 20 Silence, 21 Image, 22 Deal, 23
Staggers. Down: 1 Dear, 2 Abalone, 3 Entertaining, 4 Espied, 6 Maori, 7 Disunite, 8
Disapproving, 12 Composed, 15 Operate, 16 Assent, 18 Villa, 19 Sews.

9 Apart, 10 Prisons, 11 Poor
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relationship with
Plutois creating

@ opportunities in the
financial sphere, but only if you
are prepared to take risks. Much
depends on your confidence; if
you believe in yourself success
will be more likely. In love, play
your adventurous cards.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Your current
relationship with
the Sun has become
something of a
regular event, although you
will feel no less hot and
bothered for all that. It is
actually a superb day to get to
the root of long-term
problems. Once you've got a
view of the bigger picture, you
can sort out daily questions.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
There really is little
doubt that if you
persist in refusing to
make
improvements in your
working conditions, you'll live
to rue the wasted opportunity.
Get to the heart of the matter if
partners come to you with

their difficulties. In fact, your
laser-beam intuition will spot

mru get him prepared for the problgms other
B e N MARVIN by Tom Armstrong people miss.
f it 5 - : CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Spaecttotax-itsvoluntary 2 I LIKE BEING q CLR HOME Il | BT THIS REALLY Today's planetary
14 Smoke and produce an angry 5 BY THE HAS A IMFEOVES CQUE @ %ﬁeggifggig)rre;}%l

affairs of the heart, if
alittle intense. You are in the
right mood to be swept off your
feet, but there’s no reason why

romance should be the one and
only outlet for your energy.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
The pressure for
change athome is
still strong but only
you can decide
whether imminent alterations
are really desirable. Don’t
shrink from emotional
complications as there is very

little to be gained from sparing
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 2s < partners’ feelings. It's time to
Instructions 0 4 2 N 1 face up to the truth.
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle, | I 1 3 © g 5 3 1 2 d E B ?
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native wit to the not

inconsiderable

problems that are
circulating at the present time.
Emotional undercurrents can
be disturbing, but never were

your logical skills as necessary

as they are now. You will be able

to develop your romantic

hopes only by disregarding

certain restrictions.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
However
determined you are
to stickto
prearranged plans,

circumstances will conspire to

push you off course. Perhaps
partners will show themselves
to be unwilling to accept your
view as completely correct.

Why not do yourself a favour

and look for the grains of truth

in their criticism.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
You cannot be called
asuspicious person
asarule, butatthe
moment there does

appear tobe alot going on

behind your back. Pay no heed to
people who seemto be
determined to do youdown, but

carry onyour own affairs with
your usual honesty and integrity.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Whatever you do,
evenifyoutryto
keepit to yourself, is
bound toend upin

the publicdomain. Focus your

energy on your long-term hopes
and wishes, putting day-to-day
affairs on one side. What you
really need to do now is get on
witha personal, creative goal.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Planetary activity in
intriguing sectors of
your chart advises
you to set your sights

high. Forget all that you've read

about Aquarius being an
egalitarian and democratic sign,
and go all out for personal
advancement and promotion. If
at first an invitation seems
strange, that is no reason to rule
it out completely.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

Your ambitious and
far-seeing nature
must be satisfied,
evenifyou'vealot
on your plate today. Cultivate
your adventurous side and plan
an exciting break. Far-off
countries seem to beckon, but
with so much choice, where
should you go? Probably
somewhere where you can
be alone.
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PLAYING TONIGHT

IPL final

CSKvs KKR, 7.30pm,
Live on Star Sports Network

Picture tells the KKR story

After Kolkata Knight Riders’ win against Delhi Capitals in the Qualifier 2, the team posted a picture onits social media
— Venkatesh Iyer, Shivam Mavi, Kamlesh Nagarkoti, Shubman Gill, Nitish Rana & Rahul Tripathi celebrating in the
dressing room. Youth has formed the bedrock of KKR’s turnaround in the 2nd phase. SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY writes

VENKATESHIYER
AGE -26,MATCHES -9, RUNS -320

The find of the season arguably, providing KKR with
rollicking starts without fail. A breezy hitter, with
composure and brains to match, he has barely
resembled a rookie. Spin or pace, yorker or googly, he
could flay any ball beyond the boundary. His signing
this year was a result of KKR’s thorough scouting in last
season’s Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy. According to a KKR
functionary, it was head coach Brendon McCullum'’s
decision toinclude him in the playing eleven, as the IPL
moved to UAE. What Iyer needed was assurance —
something veteran coach Chandrakant Pandit offered
him by making the southpaw open for Madhya
Pradesh. Similarly, McCullum and Eoin Morgan assured
that he wouldn’t have to look over his shoulder, result-
inginlyer playing fearless cricket and scoring some
valuable runsin his nonchalant style. If the signs are to
be trusted, it could be the start of a special alliance.

@

KAMLESH NAGARKOTI
AGE-21,MATCHES -1, WICKETS-0

With the massive riches in their bowling
department, he barely got a game this season. But
he has age on his side to justify the price tag of Rs
3.2 crore he commanded in the 2018 auction. Like
Mavi, he was crippled by injuries in his first two
seasons, but has been slogging hard in the nets.
There is a video on the KKR Insta, in which he’s
shown almost breaking Dinesh Karthik’s toes with
afiendish yorker that has Karthik on the ground.
He still has serious pace, from a whippy action, and
with a bit more refining and grooming, he could
evolve into a prolific bowler for both club and
country. Eden Gardens’ seam-friendly pitches
played a part in roping in two tearaway quicks

and if normality returns next year, Nagarkoti

and Mavi could be a difficult pair to handle on

the home patch.

[

SHIVAM MAVI @
AGE-22,MATCHES -8, WICKETS-10

One of the brightest, and quickest, pacers in India,
Mavi enjoyed his best season so far in his three years
with KKR. Injuries had eaten up most of his last two
years after he was snaffled for Rs 3 crore in 2018, but
fit and furious, he delivered his promise this season,
bowling with verve, hurrying batsmen with pace and
bounce. He bowled with considerable discipline too
— maintaining an economy rate of 7.13, a steady dip
from 8.15 and 9.64 in the last couple of seasons. His
average had plunged from 54 to 24 and now 20. He
has added more strings to his bow, like a slower ball
and off-cutter, besides enhanced sharpness. Despite
his string of injuries, Mysore had said that the
franchise was ready to play the waiting game and it
wasn’t a misjudgement. Still teething in, he could be a
genuine force in the future.

NITISH RANA
AGE -27,MATCHES -16,RUNS-383

Adestructive player of spin bowling and medium
pace, Rana was scared of extreme pace. But despite
knowing this vulnerability of Rana, KKR bought him
in 2018. The franchise knew that it had someone in its
set-up to provide the required course correction.
Rana needed to be fearless and the KKR team
motivator Mike Horn worked his magic. “When I was
young, I used to get scared of pace. When I personally
met him (Horn) and attended his lectures, I realised
he was just not afraid of failures, He knows only how
to gain (from them). I tried to absorb this quality from
him,” Rana told kkr.in two years ago. Now, Rana is
one of the team’s undroppables and has chimed in
with some valuable knocks in the past couple of
years. Given their spin-bowling riches, his off-spin
has gone under-utilised, but he does have the knack
of breaking partnerships.

o—

SHUBMANGILL [
AGE-22,MATCHES-16,RUNS -427

Alot of eyebrows were raised when KKR forked out Rs
1.8 crore at the 2018 auction to snap up the youngster
from Punjab. But they might have ended up signing the
most talented young batsman in the country, the one to
flag-bear the country’s batting heritage. KKR had
brought him as Gautam Gambhir’s replacement and he
is proving to be one. In the words of franchise CEO Venky
Mysore, they needed someone who could provide
solidity and aggression at the top. The latter value he
brought in tons, though consistency was not his forte.
But once he was given a settled role, as opener, he grew
on the job, became reliable and aggressive. He still has
self-destructive tendencies — Gill had been inconsistent
atthe start of the season, but the KKR management
didn’tlose faith in him. It seems only a matter of time
before he becomes KKR’s batting spearhead.

RAHUL TRIPATHI @
AGE - 30, MATCHES -16, RUNS - 395

The star man of the moment after doing a Javed
Miandad in the playoff, Tripathi loves to hit sixes - he
hit six sixes in an over on two occasions in local cricket
- apart from solving maths puzzles. Steve Smith played
apartin his development, promoting him up the order
while captaining the now-defunct Rising Pune
Supergiant in 2017 before KKR signed him at the 2020
auction. There have been times when people have
wondered about his role and utility, but no longer. The
big brother in the pack, flexibility is Tripathi’s forte, his
ability to bat in any position and adapting his game to
the situation so vital to KKR this term. He could open or
bat in the middle order, give thrust in power-play or
provide the ballast at the death. He gives KKR tactical
flexibility, and don’t forget the runs he could stop and
the difficult catches he could pluck.

A been there, done
that IPL final

World Cup winners Eoin Morgan, MS Dhoni lead
youthful KKR and ageing CSK in the title-clash

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 14

LAST YEAR'S IPL had left the two finalists
with a straightforward task: Chennai Super
Kings had to make their seniors relive their
youth and Kolkata Knight Riders had to make
their youth mature quicker. Luckily, both
have astute white-ball captains, both world-
cup winners, and both with former New
Zealand captains as head coaches.

MS Dhoni is leading a team that knows
how to win but which had stumbled last year
when according to its coach Stephen Fleming
was “an ageing team”. Eoin Morgan is lead-
ing a young team that had a captain resign
midway last season and which by its coach
Brendon McCullum's assessment was “paral-
ysed by fear” in the India leg of the tourna-
ment. Dwayne Bravo, Faf du Plessis, Robin
Uthappa, and even Dhoni himself on a rare
occasion have rewound their clocks while
Kolkata’s youngsters have enjoyed making
their presence felt in the arena.

Considering Chennai were in top 2 at the
end of the India leg of the tournament,
Kolkata’s job of turnaround in the Dubai leg
was arduous but one they have accom-
plished with great aplomb.

But above all, the IPL final in Dubai on
Friday is a contest between Chennai’s bats-
men and Kolkata’s spinners.

CSK batsmen vs KKR spinners

Go back to the group league fixture be-
tween the two sides in Abu Dhabi, where CSK
chased down 172 to win by two wickets. KKR
played two spinners in that game and al-
though Sunil Narine took three wickets, he
conceded more than 10 runs per over. Varun
Chakravarthy as usual was miserly, going at
less than six runs per over. KKR have now
broughtin Shakib Al-Hasan as their third spin-
ner, perfecting the middle-overs choke in the
Eliminator and Qualifier 2. But there’s a catch,
pitches in Sharjah had been tailor-made for
KKR's style of bowling. The pitch for the final
in Dubai is likely to be more batting-friendly.

Economy-rate of the three KKKR spinners
have been wonderful, all conceding less than
seven runs per over. Up against them, how-
ever, would be a group of batsmen who trust
their footwork and the ability to read spin
off the hand.

Once again, revisit the Abu Dhabi game
and the way Ruturaj Gaikwad and Faf du
Plessis neutralised Narine. Gaikwad charged
down the track against the spinner at the
outset, forcing him to drag back his length.
The psychological battle won, Gaikwad
pulled Narine over long-on. The two CSK
openers, who have 1,150 runs between them
inthis IPL, also prefer to play straight, reduc-
ing risk factors. Gaikwad is the anchor, while
du Plessis is the enforcer.

Robin UthappaatNo. 3 could still be anim-
pact batsman on surfaces that allow hitting
through the line. Delhi Capitals bowlers learnt
itthe hard way in the Qualifier 1,as promoting
him at No.3 was a tactical masterstroke from
Dhoni. The CSK skipper pre-empted a good
pitch for the knockout game, giving Uthappa
two matches in the lead-up to bed in before

Under MS Dhoni’s captaincy, CSK have
won three IPLtitles. iplt20.com

unleashing him at No.3. Batsmen to follow,
until Ravindra Jadeja as the finisher, are good
at devouring slow bowling on good batting
pitches and therein lies KKR’s biggest chal-
lenge. Dhoni’s blazing finish against DC com-
plicates matters for the opponents.

Afingers-crossed emoji from a KKR offi-
cial on WhatsApp dropped a hint about the
prevailing anxiety. Officials don’t take the
field and are expected to be tense. KKR
haven’t played an IPL final since 2014. CSK,
on the other hand, would be playing their
ninth final in 12 attempts. It would be imper-
ative for Morgan’s troops to be tension-free
and not get overawed by the occasion.

KKR have 2014 to fall back on to draw in-
spiration, when they had two victories from
the first seven matches followed by an all-win
record thereafter to lift the trophy. KKR have
been playing a specific brand of cricket that
saw them enjoy a reversal in fortune during
the second phase of the tournament in UAE.

Not that their game was Sharjah-pitch
specific, for they won matches in Dubai
also. But the slow and low Sharjah decks
aided the six-metre length and stump-to-
stump line of their spinners. Varun, Narine
and Shakib are good enough to change the
template if the conditions demand it. But
against CSK, their degree of difficulty
would be higher.

To draw a football analogy, CSK resemble
the last great Alex Ferguson’s Manchester
United side of 2012-13, when an ageing team
took motivation from the last season’s hurt
and romped to the Premier League title. Like
that United side, CSK’s ‘Dad’s Army’ learnt
from their 2020 mistakes of changing team
combinations too frequently and this time,
a settled unit would probably be playing to-
gether for one final time.

Afull auction is scheduled next year and
some CSK players like Suresh Raina seem to
have run their race. Dhoni himself has kept
his retirement decision open-ended, al-
though the CSK management is confident of
a Chepauk farewell.

From CSK's perspective, apart from can-
celling out the middle-overs choke, breaking
KKR'’s opening partnership early would be
the key. Venkatesh Iyer and Shubman Gill
have gelled brilliantly and their good form
immensely contributed to the team'’s up-
surge. Deepak Chahar, a little off-colour of
late, will have to regain his Powerplay mojo.
KKR would counter CSK’s experience through
collective effort, their biggest strength.

India to face Denmark in QFs Raut talks about the walk, says it is ‘sport not war’

of Thomas Cup, women out

—
PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA i

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 14

AARHUS (DENMARK), OCTOBER 14

THE INDIAN women's badminton team
crashed out of the Uber Cup after losing to
Japanin the quarterfinals here on Thursday
while the men completed their group en-
gagements in the Thomas Cup with a de-
feat to China. The men's team, which is al-
ready through to the quarterfinals, suffered
a 1-4 defeat in their last group match, set-
ting them up against Denmark in the last-
eight stage on Friday.

Competing without top stars like
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu and hampered
by the injury-forced ouster of Saina Nehwal,
the Indian women were outplayed by their
Japanese opponents, who claimed the tie by
establishing a 3-0 advantage.

Malvika Bansod was no match to world
No. 5 Akane Yamaguchi as she lost 12-21 17-
21 in the first match that lasted 34 minutes.
The pair of Tanisha Carsto and Rutaparna
Panda then suffered an 8-21 10-21 defeat
against the duo of Yuki Fukushima and Mayu
Matsumoto as Japan took a 2-0 lead.

It was the same story for Aditi Bhatt as
she was outplayed 16-21 7-21 in just 29 min-
utes in the second singles by Sayaka
Takahashi as Japan sealed the best-of-five tie.

In the Thomas Cup match, only the dou-
bles pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty could manage a win in the
men's team championship tie as they beat
He Ji Ting and Zhou Hao Dong 21-14 21-14
in a41-minute contest.

The win by Rankireddy and Shetty duo

Sameer Verma gave a tough fight to
China’s Lu Guang Ju but lost his singles
match 21-149-2122-24. A

boosted the confidence of the Indian team
after a struggling Kidambi Srikanth began
the day for India with a 12-21 16-21 loss to
Shi Yu Qi in 36 minutes.

Sameer Verma gave a tough fight to Lu
Guang Ju but eventually lost his singles
match 21-14 9-21 22-24 after one hour and
23 minutes as India trailed 1-2.

The other doubles pair of M R Arjun and
Dhruv Kapila went down fighting 24-26 19-
21 to Liu Cheng and Wang Yi Lyu in 52 min-
utes before Kiran George lost to Li Shi Feng
15-2117-21 in the 43-minute singles match.

The defeat against China was the first for
the men's team in the tournament. It had
beaten the Netherlands 5-0 on Sunday be-
fore notching up a victory against Tahiti by
anidentical margin on Tuesday to qualify for
Thomas Cup quarterfinals for the first time
since 2010.

HAVING WALKED, Punam Raut will happily
talkabout it now. The Sophie Molineux floater
in the recent pink-ball Test against Australia,
bounced more than she expected and took a
whiff of wood around the base of the bat han-
dle before being caught by the keeper.

The commentator was incredulous when
Punam started walking back, easing her
hand out of the glove, and said in four differ-
ent surprised tones he could summon that
she's "oh, she's walked....has she walked?
.whoa, she's walked...."

Rautis equally staggered thinking back. “I
was so sure the umpire would give Out.
Because it was Out!” she starts. “There was
definitely a noise, though it was a faint top
edge. I was so sure he'd give out that I didn't
even look back the first few steps. It's hap-
pened a few times in domestic cricket that
was given Out when [ wasn't. But this has
never happened in my life. | don't know how
the umpire didn't give it Out," she breaks into
a still-astounded laugh. The Test match was
played without the Decision Review System
(DRS) and the Australian players’ appeal to
the on-field umpire seemed to have gone in
vain till Raut walked. “I mean, why would
anyone walk if they didn't nick?” she contin-
ues, trying to pierce through the kerfuffle
caused and debates of 'spirit of cricket'
dredged up in the aftermath.

“Spirit of cricket has to be there, right?
We hardly get a chance to play (Tests), so |
think we tend to forget why we enjoy play-
ing this sport, why we compete. You don't
want to cheat just to seal your spot,” she
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Punam Raut had walked without
waiting for umpire’s decision in the
pink-ball Test against Australia.

says. “See, I might forget the spirit here, but
I truly believe, the same situation returns
in life when maybe I'll be given Out when
I'm not. I'd like to be clear about 'fair and
unfair' and do things correctly. Plus, it's just
asport, not war."

She has sympathy for the umpires too,
though she's still stunned she didn't see a
raised finger, amid the appeals of the three
close-in fielders and bowler. “It's tough for
umpires, they can't see everything and
sometimes batters don't walk despite know-
ing. Hence DRS was brought in for the Not-
Outs. Butin my head, what's Outis Out,” she
declares.

Raut ofcourse understands thin margins

| was so sure the umpire would
give Out. Because it was Out!
There was definitely a noise,
though it was a faint top edge. |
was so sure he'd give out that |
didn't even look back the first few
steps. It's happened a few times
in domestic cricket that | was
given Out when | wasn't. But this
has never happened in my life... |
mean, why would anyone walk if
they didn't nick?.”

PUNAM RAUT

and cut-throat competition and not givingan
inch. And what she owes to the team. "Of
course [ understood the disappointment of
team-mates. Noone likes losing wickets. That's
why I didn't express anything to them when
some asked if I was sure it was Out, even when
Iwas sure I was," she says delicately.

It was a good left-armer's ball, she asserts,
drifted in, straightened and shot up higher
than she reckoned, and the bat face opened
more than she'd want.

It wasn't unprecedented. "I've seen
Sachin (Tendulkar)walk. Once, Dhoni didn't
even look at the umpire and started walking
back,” she recalls. “A wrong decision in a
World Cup semi or final can cost a team dear
so I know it's a big moment. But what's Out
was Out,” she asserts about the overspun
straighter one.

The Strike-Rate
It is in white-ball cricket, notably the up-
coming ODI World Cup where Raut is now

focussed. There are mutterings about her
strike-rate in limited overs cricket.

Raut, though, wants to stay “practical”
and maintains the biggest currency in sport
stays ‘winning a match.’

“Iknow people love to watch only bound-
aries and sixes in ODIs and T20 and not a
cheeky single or double or rotation of strike.
But I'm sure they like to watch batters win
matches as much as aggressive players. And
if playing with caution or according to the
situation is going to help the team win, and
there are 50 overs available, we should con-
sume all 50 overs," she says.

She recalls an India-Pak group game in
the 2017 World Cup, where India hurtled to
160-odd. “It was a pressure game against
Pakistan because criticism if we lose can be
next level. Batting first we made the mistake
of trying to play aggressively on a pitch not
assisting that kind of play. That was a lesson
forme," she says. She top-scored with 48 but
itrankled.

The strike-rate dissing doesn't faze her as
much now, being a 'veteran of comebacks' at
32. After being out in the cold for a year, Raut
had made a comeback ahead of the last
World Cup, and continues drawing inspira-
tion from her father who she says never had
it easy in his life in Mumbai.

“Whenever [ was attempting comebacks,
he told me straight that he wanted to see the
same drive and determination of the 'u19
Punam'. He was talking about being a fighter.
He would know the effort [ was putting in
because I would train and drop off to sleep
from exhaustion. He says, whenever you give
excuses for failure, that's bad form. If you
don't make excuses, then [ know you are on
track putting effort,"” she says.
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