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Arrested this week,
Unitech promoter’s
wife got offshore trust,
Dominica passport

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

SIX YEARS ago, around the time
desperate homebuyers ap-
proached courts against Unitech
Group promoter Sanjay
Chandra, his wife Preeti Chandra
set up an offshore family trust
structure and changed her na-
tionality, records in the Pandora
Papers investigated by The Indian
Express show.

Records of corporate service
provider Trident Trust show
that Unitech Group de-
faulted as early as 2009 on
servicing a $210-million
loan from Credit Suisse
for investing in realty
projects in  India.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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FANSIOAT DOMINIC

Preeti Chandra’s
two passports,
one Indian and
the other
Dominican,
are part of the
Pandora Papers

Vasundhara daughter-in-law
had firm in tax haven Belize

No ties with offshore firm: Niharika’s husband

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

NIHARIKA RAJE, wife of BJP MP
Dushyant Singh and daughter-
in-law of BJP leader and former

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje, is named in the
Pandora Papers as a “beneficial
owner” of an entity in Belize, a
tax haven in Central America.
According to records from
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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HELD AFTER DAY-LONG QUESTIONING

Mishra son arrested, cops say he’s
evasive; SKM wants MoS detained

Tikait says farmers accused of lynchmg were jUS'[ reacting

ASAD REHMAN

& AMILBHATNAGAR
LAKHIMPUR KHERI,
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

FACING MURDER charges over
the Lakhimpur incident, Ashish
Mishra, the son of Union
Minister of State for Home Ajay
Mishra, was arrested late
Saturday night, after question-
ing that lasted the entire day.
Having skipped the first
summons issued to him, Ashish,
40, appeared before the SIT in-
vestigating the Lakhimpur Kheri
incident, that had left eight dead,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Ashish Mishra, son of Union MoS Ajay Mishra, arrives for
questioning in Lakhimpur Kheri on Saturday. Vishal Srivastav
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With the pandemic
transforming the way we
work, returning to office

will never be the same again

PAGES 13,14,15

SUNDAY
STORY

PAGE 9

Meet the
Mishras

Ajay Kumar Mishra’s
journey — from “Teni
Maharaj’ to Union MoS
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‘Message to my assailant:
Pledge that you will
educate your kids better’

SPECIAL TO THE

EXPRESS

CAROLINE ROWETT

[ENJOY my early morning walks
in the ‘City Beautiful’. It's a time
toreflect on what happened and
look forward.

A time to plan my meals for
the day (dal makhni or paneer

lababdar). Sometimes I start
planning my next trip to explore
India. But my peaceful reflec-
tions were shattered recently
when, as [ was walking, [ was hit
forcefully and deliberately on
the back by a motorcyclist who
sped away into the darkness. I
was left bruised and angry.
What gives a man the right to hit
an elderly, grey-haired woman
as she quietly walks along the
street early one morning? What

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

LAC talks today, Army
chief says China infra
means ‘there to stay’

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

INDIA AND China will hold the
13th  round of Corps
Commander-level talks Sunday
to try and resolve the military
standoff on the Line of Actual
Control in eastern Ladakh.

On the eve of the talks, Army
chief General M M Naravane said
the Chinese have been building

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Chinese
@® checkers

EXPLAINED

CHINA HAS been investing
ininfrastructure in its re-
gions facing Ladakh and
Arunachal Pradesh. Itis
testing India’s prepared-
ness with transgressions in
middle and eastern sectors.

Many Pandit, Sikh govt
staff leave Valley: ‘who
will guarantee security’

ARUN SHARMA,
AANCHAL MAGAZINE &
BASHAARAT MASOOD
JAMMU, NEW DELHI,
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER9

A SENSE of anxiety and fear has
gripped the minorities in the
Kashmir Valley, with several
government employees and
teachers belonging to Kashimiri
Pandit and Sikh communities re-
turning to Jammu, some seeking
transfer,and many staying away
from work, due torising worries
about safety.

Susheel, a junior assistant
with the Education Department
in Srinagar, returned to Jammu
in the early hours of Friday.
“Hum Kashmir se bike par
bhagey hain (We fled Kashmir

b

Kashmiri Pandit families
return to a migrant camp in
Jammu on Saturday. P11

MANY SARPANCHES
RESIGN IN J&K OVER
‘INTERFERENCE’ P 7

on abike),” he said.
The “targeted killing” of a
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Corporate Tours
Group Tours
Customized Holidays
for a few

International
Destinations
available

Customized
Holiday
witzerland(7D)
Germany(sp)/Turkey(9p)

89000

(ex-destination)

Customize
Holiday
Iceland(6D)
Paris (7D)
Spain(9D)

9000

(ex-destination)

Customized
Holiday
Dubai (5D)

Maldives (4D)

35-75K

(ex-destination)

Prabhadevi 887 997 2203
Chembur

Chalo, Bag Bharo, Nikal Pado
with Veena World’s

Bharat Jodo
Road Trip

from K hmir to Kanyakumari

Dekho Apna Desh!

.Dil se! Pyaar se! Samman se!

With government travel regulations in mind, we have restarted tourism. Thousands of people are travelling across India and overseas. With the Veena World
Tour Manager at your service on every tour, you too can travel hassle-free. With more than 75 options, there is a tour for every family and everyone in the family.

Family Tours

All of Ladakh (11D) 55000

Leh Kargil Nubra Pangong (9D) 50000
All of Kashmir (11D) 65000

Kashmir Vaishnodevi (8D) 55K-60K
Kashmir (6D/8D) 40000-55000

All of Himachal (13D) 55000

D’shala Dalhousie Palampur Pragpur (8D)40-45K
Shimla Manali Manikaran(8D)35K-40K
Nainital Mussoorie Haridwar Corbett (9D)50K-55K
All of Sikkim (10D) 60000

Sikkim Darjeeling Gangtok Lachung(9D)55-60K
Assam Arunachal Meghalaya(12D)75K-78K
Assam Meghalaya (8D) 55K-60K
All of Meghalaya (8D) 59000

All of Madhya Pradesh(15D)65000-70000
Best of Madhya Pradesh(7D) 40000-45000
All of Rajasthan(15D) 60K-61K
Rajasthan Mewad(9D)/Marwad(8D)40K-43K
All of Gujarat+Rann Utsav(15D)70000
Gujarat with Statue of Unity(10D)45K-48K
Coorg Mysore Bengaluru(7D)40000-44000
All of Kerala (15D) 70000

Kerala (6D/9D) 27000-50000
Andaman (7D) 57000-62000

887 997 2202

Vile Parle 887 997 2212
Andheri 887 997 2216

Borivali 887 997 2201
Vasai

YOLO Adventures (for 18-35 year olds)
Ladakh Hanle Tso Moriri (10D)Oct 16-50000
Bir Billing Pragpur Palampur(8D)23 Oct-30K
Shillong Cherrapunji Dawki(8D)Nov 19-55000
Jaisalmer Jodhpur Bishnoi(7D) Nov 26-40000

Road Trips
Leh Kargil Kashmir (10D)Oct 16-60000
Kashmir to Kanyakumari (40D) 5 Feb-210000

Women's Special

Leh Ladakh (7D) Oct 17 - 45000
Kashmir (6D) Oct 20 - 40000

Shimla Manali (6D) Oct 18 - 29000
Sarnath Varanasi (4D) 30 Nov-25000
Nainital Mussoorie Haridwar Corbett(9D)20 Oct-50K
Sikkim Darjeeling (7D) Nov 21 - 45000
Indore Ujjain Mandu (5D) Oct 19 -25000
Rajasthan Marwad(8D) Oct 17-40000
Rajasthan Mewad (9D) Nov 25-40000
Gujarat with Statue of Unity(10D)Nov 24-45000
Kerala (6D)Oct 17-30000

Russia Northern Lights(10D)Dec 3-229000
Andaman (7D) Nov 20 - 57000

Luxury Tours

Leh Ladakh (7D)Oct 20-99000
Haridwar Rishikesh with Taj (5D) Oct 25-170000

Vidyavihar 887 997 2221
Vashi 887 997 2207

887 997 2209

Thane
Dombivali 887 997 2206

Treks & Hikes (for 15-55 year olds)
Hampta Pass Trek Manali(8D)Nov 25 - 25000

Short Trips

Sarnath Varanasi (4D) 25000 - 27000
Delhi Agra(5D) 27000 - 30000
B’baneswar Puri Konark Chilika(5D)35-37K
Rann Utsav (5D) 32000-35000

Statue of Unity-Narmada Tent City(3D)25-27K
Hampi Badami (5D) 30000-33000
Pondicherry Mahabalipuram (5D)35-37K

Seniors’ Special (golden age celebration for 55+)
Kashmir (6D) Oct 20 - 40000

D’shala Dalhousie Palampur Pragpur(8D)18 Oct-40K
Nainital Mussoorie Haridwar Corbett(9D)Oct 17-50000
Sarnath Varanasi (4D) Nov 23-25000
Assam Meghalaya (8D) Nov 18-58000
B’baneswar Puri Konark Chilika(5D)Nov 24-35000
Indore Ujjain Mandu (5D) Nov 29-25000
Rajasthan (6D) Oct 18-29000

Rajasthan Marwad (8D) Oct 23-40000
Statue of Unity (3D) Oct 23-25000
Kerala (9D) Nov 26-45000

Andaman (7D) Nov 27-57000

Group Tour Price includes to and fro airfare, transport, accommodation, all meals: breakfast-lunch-dinner, sightseeing with entrance fees, tips and services of a Tour Manager

veenaworld.com | Call: 1800 22 7979 | Monday to Saturday 10 to 6

Charni Road 887 997 2215
Matunga (CR) 887 997 2214

887 997 2205 | Pune 887 997 2300

Chinchwad 887 997 2310

Tour bookings can also be done at Veena World Sales offices in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Goa,
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Assam... For office addresses & contact details, visit veenaworld.com

All group tours are ex-Mumbai (ex-destination price available). Tour price is per person and on twin sharing basis. These ‘Super Deal Tour Prices’ are nett and no discount is applicable. At the time of booking, tour price to be paid in full INR by Google Pay/PhonePe/PayTM/Card/NEFT/RTGS, in the
name of ‘Veena Patil Hospitality Pvt. Ltd.’ No cash transactions at Veena World. Government taxes apply. Any increase in YQ taxes, fuel surcharges, airport taxes will have to be borne by the travellers. For Treks & Hikes, YOLO Adventures etc. tour inclusions may differ. T&C apply.

Bengaluru 887 997 2217
Kolkata

Young Explorers (for 8-18 year olds)
Leh Ladakh (7D) Oct 30 - 43000

Honeymoon Special (for young couples)
Leh Ladakh (7D) 45000

Kashmir (6D) 40000-45000

Shimla Manali (6D) 29000-35000
Nainital Corbett Park (7D) 40000-45000
Kumbhalgarh Udaipur(6D)30000-35000
Coorg Mysore Bengaluru (7D) 40000
Munnar Kumarakom Cochin(6D)30000-35000

Couples Only (for middle-age couples)
Kashmir (8D) Nov 26-50000

Assam Arunachal Meghalaya(12D)8 Dec-75K
Coorg Mysore Bengaluru(7D)20 Nov-40K
Andaman (7D) Nov 21 - 57000

International Tours (with Airfare & VISA Fee)
Switzerland Paris Germany(11D)Nov 25-249000
Iceland Northern Lights (10D) Nov 21 - 299000

Russia Northern Lights(10D) Dec 3 - 229000
ROE @1USD=%75,JEURO=387.Prevailing rate will apply.

Customized Holidays (ex-destination)
Coorg Mysore(6D)38000

Sikkim Darjeeling (7D) 40000
Rajasthan Highlights (6D) 28000

887 997 2288

229000

VEENA WORLD

All
Inclusive

D_ire_ct
Joining
Leaving

(ex-destination)

Tour Price
available

airfare
(Mum to Mum)

Road Trip
Kashmlr

Kanyakumarl

Leh Ladakh

Women's
Special

North East
8/12 Days

55000
8000

- OR -
Shimla Manali
6 Days

29000-35000

Europe
Group Tours

Switzerland
Paris Germany/

249000

11ID-Nov 25
(5N in Swiss)

Andaman

Port Blair, Havelock,
Neil Island

7 Days

57000

(57000-62000)

Gr;>up Tours
Iceland
Northern

Group Tours

Russia
Northern

ghts Lights
299000 229000
10 Days 10 Days
Nov 2 Dec 3
V.
L
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Hoon

Travel. Explore. Celebrate.

New Delhi
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HOW ARTIFICIAL LIGHT, OTHER ‘BY-PRODUCTS’ OF RAPID URBANISATION THREATEN

BIRDS

A 2017 study observed that changes in the behaviour of nocturnally migrating birds in response to light
stimuli disappeared immediately after lights were switched off
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SUJATA

When Bimal Roy took
on caste discrimination
and disguised it with
alove story

SONOS BEAM REVIEW

AtRs 37,399, it is on the
steeper side. But the

audio quality is so good
that you will not regret

EXPRESS

Game Time: The prob-
lem with the ‘Spirit of
the Game’ in cricket

Cricketer Ravichandran Ashwin has often
been called ‘disgraceful’ for not following
the ‘Spirit of the Game’. But what exactly is
the spirit of the game? Is it really
necessary? And does it create more
problems than it solves?

UNDER NEW LAW
Case against
Dreams 11

for violating
Karnataka online
gaming law

KIRAN PARASHAR
BENGALURU,OCTOBER9

DAYS AFTER the Karnataka gov-
ernment notifiedamendmentsto
the Karnataka Police Act, 1963,
which seeks toban online gaming
and curtail online gambling,a case
has been registered against
Dream 11,an online fantasy sports
platformin Bengaluru.

This is probably the first case
registered after modifying the law
to curb online gaming.

On Friday, Manjunath, a cab
driver and resident of Nagarbhavi
in Bengaluru, filed a complaint
against the owners of Dream
Sports. Deputy Commissioner of
Police (west) Sanjeev M Patil told
The Sunday Express thata case has
beenregistered under Sections 79
(keeping common gaming
house) and 80 (gaming in com-
mon  gaming-house) of
Karnataka Police Act, 1963. A case
hasbeenregistered against Harsh
Jainand Bhavit Sheth, directors of
Sporta Technologies Private
Limited and Dream 11, one of the
firm’s products.

Inastatement, Dream 11 said,
“We believe the complaint is mo-
tivated and are examining our le-
gal remedies. We are a responsi-
ble, law-abiding company and
will extend our full cooperation to
all authorities.”

In his complaint, Manjunath
said that after the amended law
came into force, he noticed that
many online games, which were
played for money, were taken off
from Google Play Store, except
Dream 11, a daily fantasy sport
game where users can pay money
to enter competitions.

He stated in his complaint, “I
came to know many players in ex-
pectation of winning have lost
money. But it is surprising that
who grabs the money is not trans-
parentand playersdonot have the
control over the activities. So, this
is a clear case of running online
games of wagering and skill risk-
ing the money of the players.”

The new law aims to
strengthen the Karnataka Police
Act to make gambling a cogniz-
able and non-bailable offence and
“curb menace of gaming through
the Internet, mobile applications”.

Chhattisgarh
moves SC against

Centre seeking
Rs 4,000 cr levy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

OPENING A new frontier, the
Congress-ruled Chhattisgarh
government has moved the
Supreme Court against the
Centre seeking Rs 4,169.86 crore
along with 24 per cent interest
deposited by coal block allottees
as “additional levy” in compli-
ance with the top court order.

The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has filed an original suit
under Article 131 of the
Constitution which empowers a
State to directly move the apex
court in matters of dispute
against the Centre.

Thetop courtinitsorder dated
August 25,2014 had declared the
entire coal block allocations done
by the Centre between July 14,
1993 and March 31,2011 asillegal
and arbitrary and on September
24,2014 had ordered cancellation
of 42 coal blocks but said it will
take effect only from March 31,
2015, since the coal blocks were
still being mined and thereafter
CoalIndiaLtd would take over the
said mines.

FROMPAGE ONE

Mishra son held

at 10.30 am on Saturday — just
in time for the second notice. He
arrived with his lawyers and BJP
MLA from Lakhimpur (Sadar)
seat Yogesh Verma (the latter left
soon after), at the Crime Branch
office in the district,amid heavy
police deployment.

Around 11 pm at night, DIG
Upendra Kumar Agrawal, head-
ing the SIT, told reporters: “We
found that he was not cooperat-
ing. He was not telling certain
things. On ground of non-coop-
eration and evasive replies, we
are taking Ashish into custody.
He will be produced in court to-
morrow. We will do sustained
custodial interrogation.”

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM), which is spearheading
the farmers' agitation, Saturday
demanded MoS Mishra's arrest
as well on charges of spreading
disharmony, and murder and
conspiracy, and his resignation
from the Union Council of
Ministers, warning protests
across the country if the de-
mands were not met.

At the press conference held
in Delhi by the Morcha,
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU)
leader Rakesh Tikait said the
farmers who are alleged to have
beaten four people to death -- af-
ter four farmers had been
crushed by a convoy, including
at least one car owned by MoS
Mishra -- could not be equated
with Ashish.

“Theirs was a reaction to an
action. We do not consider them
accused. And we cannot call it
murder. When someone causes
anaccident, even well-meaning
people block trafficand argue in
the middle of the road," Tikait
said.

The BKU leader also pointed
out that the family of a journal-
istwho was among the dead had
said they were being pressured
to say the farmers killed him,
and that his body had tyre
marks. "The truth is... they (the
accused) wanted to kill people
with three cars," Tikait said.

The SKM gave a call for farm-
ers to reach Lakhimpur on
October 12 for an 'ardas’ (prayer)
being held for the deceased
farmers, and said the day would
be marked as Shaheed Kisan
Diwas across the country.

Seeking Mishra's resignation
as MoS and his arrest, the SKM
said: "If the demand is not met,
a Shaheed Kisan Yatra will be
taken out from Lakhimpur Kheri
with the asthi (ashes) of the
martyr farmers, across UP and
each state. The yatra will con-
clude ataholy or historical place
in every district. On October 15,
the effigies of the anti-farmer
BJP will be burnt. A rail roko
movement will be organised
across the country on October
18, and eight days later, there
will be a mahapanchayat in
Lucknow." The mahapanchayat
would be "apolitical", it said.

ADG (Lucknow zone) Satya
Narain Sabat told The Indian
Express on Friday that they had
come to know names of 10 ac-
cused. "Two have been arrested.
Five have been identified and we
are checking their role. Three
others are dead.”

Mishra has denied that his
son was driving one of the vehi-
cles that ploughed into the
protesting farmers, leaving four
of them dead. “The way rioters
posing as farmers have beaten
people... If Ashish was there, he
would have been killed.”

On Saturday, BJP workers
gathered at Mishra’s office in
Lakhimpur Kheri district in
protest against the action against
Ashish. Addressing them, the
minister said, “There is a rule of
law in the country. Our govern-
ment believes in an unbiased
probe.Iwant to say to all workers
that you must keep your faith in
the law. The investigating agen-
cies will do the right probe. Those
who are guilty will face action,
and those innocent won't."

Last Monday, Preeti Chandra
and Sanjay Chandra’s father
Ramesh Chandra were arrested
by the Enforcement Directorate
probing the Unitech money
laundering case. In March, the
ED had stopped her from
boarding a flight at Delhi. The
agency claimed she was “in-
volved inlaundering and layer-
ing of funds deposited by home
buyers”.

Earlier this week, the
Supreme Court cleared a “full-
fledged criminal investigation”
into allegations of collusion of
certain officials of Tihar jail
with Sanjay Chandra and
brother Ajay Chandra while
they were lodged in the jail. In
August, both were ordered to
be separated and moved to
jails in Mumbai.

Between her husband’s ar-
rests in 2011 in the 2G spec-
trum scam, and in 2017 for al-
legedly cheating homebuyers,
fashion designer Preeti
Chandra, still an Indian citizen,
incorporated two companies
and a family trust in the British
Virgin Islands.

Formed in March 2015,
Trikar International Inc (BVI),
was to hold assets for the fam-
ily trust, which was being set
up with Preeti as protector.
Bellmora Ltd (BVI) was incor-
porated as the “named benefi-
ciary in the Chandra Family
Trust” in May 2015 to hold in-
vestments in UAE and India,
and a bank accountin Emirates
NBD, Dubai.

Panamanian law firm Alcogal
(Aleman, Cordero, Galindo &
Lee), Niharika Raje is a “benefi-
cial owner” of Octavia Limited,
incorporated in Belize.

A declaration by Panama-
based trust Rendor Overseas
SA on November 12, 2010,
stated: “We have no beneficial
interest in the holding of 1 or-
dinary share of USD 1 each
standing in our name in the
capital of Octavia Limited of 60
Market Square, Belize City,
Belize...the whole of the said
share being held for Niharika
Raje of Lekha Vihar, Scindia
Potteries, Near Bikaji Cama
Place Flyover, 110066 New
Delhi, India absolutely (here-
inafter called the Beneficial
Owner).”

The Chandra Family Trust
held all 50,000 shares of Trikar
International, which was
funded by Trikar Advisors
DMCC (Dubai); Trikar General
Trading FZE (Sharjah); and
"fashion designing busi-
nesses."

In September 2015, Preeti
signed a declaration of solvency,
vowing that “no event has oc-
curred which I have reason to
believe will resultina claim be-
ing made against me by any
third party” and that none of
her assets “have been derived
from” money laundering.

In April 2016, Preeti got her
passport from the
Commonwealth of Dominica,
which does not have an extra-
dition treaty with India.

And a month later, she
transferred all shares of Trikar
General Trading FZE (Sharjah)
from Trikar International to
herself for 150,000 dirhams.

By the end of 2016, she de-
cided to dissolve the family
trust and Trikar International.
In a self-certification in April
2017, Preeti declared herself to
be a tax resident of UAE and
Dominica.

Preeti Chandra and a
Dubai-based Indian chartered
accountant, who served as di-
rector in Trikar International
(BVI), did not respond to
queries from The Indian
Express.

Records in the Pandora
Papers also show how Credit
Suisse raised the alarm over

The address, according to
the Lok Sabha website, is that
of the late Vijaya Raje Scindia,
mother of Vasundhara Raje.

The Rendor Overseas dec-
laration stated it would “exe-
cute the powers vested in us as
the holders of the aforesaid
share in such manner” as
Niharika “may direct (includ-
ing the appointment of prox-
ies) and will account” to her
“for all sums by way of divi-
dend, bonus or otherwise as
shall be received by us or to
which we shall become enti-
tled by reason of the aforesaid
share”.

“In the event of our inca-
pacity, our successors shall be
bound by these covenants,” it
stated.

Arrested this week, Unitech promoter’s
wife got offshore trust, Dominica passport

two “related entities of Unitech
Group” in Cyprus even as
Unitech Group hit market tur-
bulence.

Between January and July
2008, Credit Suisse (Singapore)
lent $210 million (then around
Rs 850 crore) to the two Cyprus
companies for investing in land
and real estate projects such as
hotels and SEZs in India.

The loans were collater-
alised with Unitech Group
stock at 325 per cent of the
value. In addition, the shares of
the Cyprus entities -- Dareno
Holdings Ltd and Rockslide
Investments Ltd -- were
pledged, along with shares in
underlying Indian firms.

As of June 2008, Dareno
Holdings, which borrowed
$165 million from Credit
Suisse, had made investments
worth $116 million through 49
per cent JVs with Vectex
Holdings Ltd (Cyprus, $25m)
and Crowbel Holdings Ltd
(Cyprus, $40m); and in 100 per
cent subsidiaries Ranchero
Services Ltd (Cyprus, $12m),
Hedisa Holdings Ltd (Cyprus,
$18m), Albium Holdings Ltd
(Cyprus, $15m) and Legal
Value Technology Services Pvt
Ltd (India, $6m).

The same year, amid a se-
vere credit crunch in the mar-
ket, Unitech stock crashed from
Rs 500 to below Rs 80. And the
company sought time and re-
structuring, pledging extra
stock and promising to “slowly
pay off” the outstanding.

Vasundhara daughter-in-law had firm in tax haven

Dushyant Singh’s declara-
tion of his and Niharika's assets
and liabilities, made with his
nomination papers for the Lok
Sabha elections of 2009, 2014
and 2019, made no mention of
Octavia Limited.

Rendor Overseas S.A. was
also listed in the Panama
Papers as one of the entities
which was a shareholder of
some other companies.

A search of the company
registry of Belize now shows
Octavia Limited as an “inac-
tive” company.

Responding to queries from
The Indian Express, Dushyant
Singh, on behalf of his ailing
wife, said: “This is in reply to
your email...Mrs Niharika Raje
has no relationship with any

During this period, a UK ex-
ecutive of Trident Trust
Company, which handled sev-
eral offshore entities for the
Chandras, suggested in an in-
ternal email that the financials
of the Cyprus firms worried
Credit Suisse, auditors noting
their inability to “opine on
value of projects underneath
beyond cost”.

The lending was anyway
“based on expected long-term
value when hotel was devel-
oped and sold, not today’s
value” and “when it came to
the ‘crunch’, Credit Suisse are
only thinking today CYA (cover
your a**),” the Trident execu-
tive wrote.

By May 2009, Dareno
Holdings and Rockslide
Investments defaulted on their
debt and Credit Suisse held
their shares until October
2009.

The records also show that
in October 2007, Credit Suisse
offered a $40 million facility to
Sanjay Chandra for buying a
pre-owned Bombardier Global
Express aircraft. But they do
not show if the loan materi-
alised.

In an email, a Credit Suisse
spokesperson said: “Credit
Suisse does not comment on
potential or existing client re-
lationships. Credit Suisse con-
ducts its banking business in
compliance with all the appli-
cable laws, rules and regula-
tions in the markets in which
itoperates."

offshore company.”
Alcogal, responding to
queries from the

International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists, with
which The Indian Express has
collaborated on this investi-
gation, said: “...Answering
your questions, or rectifying
or clarifying your statements,
to the best of our ability, could
result in a violation of laws,
and our ethical duties to our
clients. The law expressly pro-
hibits us from publicly dis-
closing beneficial ownership
or shareholder information,
or confirming whether or not
a SAR (suspicious activity re-
port) has been filed, other
than to the competent au-
thorities.”

‘Educate kids’

sort of threat did she pose to
him?

Like many womenin the UK,
India and around the world, I'm
sickened, saddened and shocked
when I read reports of abduc-
tion, violence, and rape. More of-
ten than not, women are the vic-
tims, yet we are often told that it
was our fault, we wore the
wrong clothes, walked in the
wrong place at the wrong time.
The onus should not be on
women to keep themselves safe.
Instead, the focus should be on
tackling violence against
women and together finding so-
lutions to this shared challenge.

Chandigarh is a beautiful city
and a Smart City. It also aspires
to be an equal, just and fair city.
It has always been a positive role
model for others in so many
ways, it is fitting that it should
also aspire to be a city free of vi-
olence against women and girls.

In 2019 the British Deputy
High Commission in Chandigarh
supported the work of the
Centre for Women'’s Studies and
Development, Panjab University,
to produce an action plan to
make Chandigarh a Safe and
Violence Free City for Women

and Girls.

The UK along with support
from the Government of Indiais
also working with over 100 part-
ners on Pledge for Progress, a
joint initiative which aims to
take practical steps to tackle gen-
der challenges and promote
gender equality.

In the coming weeks [ am
looking forward to meeting the
newly appointed Governor
Banwarilal Purohit, Punjab Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh Channi
and DGP Chandigarh Praveen
Ranjan and seeing how we can
work together to supportimple-
mentation of the Action Plan.

And finally, a message to my
assailant. [ want you to pledge
that you will educate your chil-
dren to behave better. Tell your
sons that violence against
women is never acceptable. Tell
your daughters that their lives
have value; that they are equal
to men.

(Caroline Rowett is the

British Deputy High
Commissioner

in Chandigarh. On October 8,
Chandigarh Police arrested
a21-year-old man in connection
with the assault on the writer.
Police said he had molested an-

other woman in the city on June
10 and a case had been regis-
tered then as well.)

LAC talks today

infrastructure on their side of the
region which means “they are
there to stay”. He had made a
similar remark while on a tour
of eastern Ladakh last week.

Troops have disengaged on
the north and south banks of
Pangong Tso and Gogra Post, but
not at Hot Springs.

The Chinese have also been
preventing Indian troops from
accessing traditional patrolling
points on the Depsang Plains,
not far from the strategic Indian
outpost at Daulat Beg Oldie near
the Karakoram Pass in the north.

The Indian team to the talks
on the Chinese side of the
Chushul-Moldo border person-
nel meeting point will be led by
Lt General PGK Menon, com-
mander of the Leh-based XIV
Corps. Major General Liu Lin,
commander of the South
Xinjiang Military District, will
lead the Chinese side.

Last week, there was a near
clash in Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh after Indian soldiers
confronted over 150 Chinese

troops. Late August, nearly 100
Chinese soldiers had intruded
into Indian territory in Barahoti
in Uttarakhand.

On Saturday, General
Naravane, speaking at the India
Today Conclave, said both coun-
tries have been developing in-
frastructure in the region for the
additional troops and military
equipment brought in last year.

He was of the view that the
LACin eastern Ladakh would be-
come like the Line of Control
with Pakistan, but will not be ac-
tive like the LoC.

“Itis amatter of concern that
the large-scale build-up, which
had occurred, continues to bein
place... It means that they are
there to stay,” Naravane said.
“But if they are there to stay, we
are there to stay too. And the
build-up onour side, and the de-
velopments on our side, are as
good as what PLA has done.”

He said India is “keeping a
close watch”. If Chinese troops
continue to stay there for a sec-
ond winter, he said, it will “defi-
nitely mean that we will bein a
kind of LC situation” though “not
an active LC as is there on the
western front”.

He said “definitely we will

New Delhi

have to keep a close eye on their
troop build-up”.

India and China deployed ad-
ditional troops and military
equipment in the region last
year. Each side has around
50,000 troops in the depth areas.

The Army chief said he is not
aware why China did whatitdid
last year in eastern Ladakh, but
“whatever it might have been, |
don’t think they have been able
to achieve any of those aims”.

The standoff, he said, has led
to realisation in the Army that it
needs to “do more as faras ISRis
required” - intelligence, surveil-
lance, reconnaissance --and that
has been the “thrust of our mod-
ernisation over the last one year”.

Sikh govt staff

Sikh woman principal and a
Kashmiri Hindu teacher in
Srinagar has left them edgy and
suspicious of all. “Kashmir mein
sadak par chaltey huey humey ek
hi khayal aata raha ke jo koi bhi
humari taraf dekh raha hai, woh
humey goli mar dega (Along the
roads in Kashmir, we suspected
anyone looking at us, worried he
would shoot us),” Susheel told
The Indian Express.

Safety seems to be the para-
mount concern for those return-
ing to Jammu. Siddharth Raina
(name changed) was just two
years old when his family fled
Kashmir in 1990 along with a
lakh plus Pandits following
threats and killings in 1990.
Two-and-a-half decades later,
he returned to Srinagar in 2015
with a job in the J&K Education
Department under the Prime
Minister package.

On Friday, Siddharth left
Anantnag with his wife for
Jammu after what he describes
asa“sleepless and fearful night”.
“Icouldn’t sleep the whole night
and left the very next morning
for Jammu. There are loose ut-
terances of harmony and peace,
but no security has been as-
sured. If they could walk up to
the teachers and kill them after
seeing their identity cards, who
will guarantee security for
Kashmiri Pandit employees like
me,” he told The Indian Express
over phone from Jammu.

Susheel said his Muslim col-
leagues were helpful, butit’s for
the government to think if mi-
nority community employees
can feel secure in such circum-
stances. “The minority commu-
nity teachers are posted in far off
hilly areas in the Valley. What
can they do except return to
Jammu?”

The J&K government denied
any ‘reverse migration’ of mi-
nority community employees
posted in the Valley under the
PM package. “We have taken up
the matter with Kashmir
Divisional Commissioner seek-
ing directions to all the Deputy
Commissioners in the Valley to
ensure increased security for
employees living in secured gov-
ernment accommodations in
their respective districts,” J&K
Relief and Rehabilitation
Commissioner Ashok Pandita
said.

But evidence on the ground
suggests many are returning.
Ramesh Kumar, a provision shop
owner at Jagti township, a set-
tlement near Nagrota in Jammu
inhabited by migrant Kashmiri
Pandits, said many employees
posted in Kashmir under the PM
package have returned. “I have
met at least 30 today since they
came to shop after 2-3 months.
They said they fled the Valley...
some said they left around 12
midnight.”

“Jo healthy ladke thhey na,
woh bhi aaj becharey haar gaye
(Even men with good physique
lost their courage),” shop owner
Ramesh Kumar said. Even as he
was speaking with The Indian
Express, two families arrived in
separate vehicles from the
Valley. They were reluctant to
speak and rushed to their quar-
ters. Aneighbour explained that
they feared pressure from the

government to return to their
duties in the Valley.

An employee in the Finance
Department in Pulwama re-
turned along with his wife and
two children Saturday after-
noon. “I did not want to come
back, but my parents in Jammu
insisted we come for some days
until the situation normalises,”
he said not willing to be named.

Another migrant Kashmiri
Pandit said his son along with
his wife and two minor children
had left Kupwara. “They are
reaching here by evening. There
is little one can do under the
present circumstances espe-
cially when living in a rented
place outside the secured ac-
commodation,” he said request-
ing anonymity.

Kashmiri Pandits who didn’t
leave even in 1990 are adopting
a wait-and-watch mode. A
heightened sense of fear since
last week has made them move
around with a lot of caution.
“Unlike 1990, there is a greater
fear and I suspect almost every-
one around me. The acts of
killing with pistols seems to
show that they are not even un-
dertaking arms training like ear-
lier times. The resentment
against outsiders started to build
up after the abrogation of Article
370 and the recent worsening of
situation in Afghanistan has
made it worse,” Rohit Pandita
(name changed), a 54-year-old
shop owner at one of Srinagar’s
upmarket locations said.

Pandita is, however, not
planning to leave. “I had 4-5
shops earlier and now run one
shop. I have stayed all these
years and will stay on. The
killings are happening on both
sides of the divide, but the gov-
ernment is silent,” he said.

KL Singh (name changed), a
Sikh businessman in Srinagar,
who stayed onin the 1990s, said
Sikhs are feeling scared for the
first time in so many years. “The
fear has been put in our minds.
For the first time, a lady from our
community has been killed at
point blank range. She was do-
ing a humanitarian act of help-
ingaMuslim girl's education yet
was killed. This is an extreme act
and won't be tolerated by us,”
Singh, who is also a member of
the Gurudwara Prabandhak
Committee, Srinagar said.

“My nieces, who work as
teachers in far-flung areas of
Kashmir, have stopped going to
work. They are asking for safer
postings. The recent directive for
hoisting flags on August 15 was
foreveryone including Muslims
and not only for the Sikh or
teachers from other minority
communities. But the minorities
have been singled out.I have not
seen this level of fear and silence
in so many years here. The
killings of minorities need to be
openly condemned by the ma-
jority community,” he said.

At a press conference
Saturday, Sikh leaders said the
Sikh community would not be
deterred by the killing of its
members. "They (killers) may be
thinking that by killing four
Sikhs or ten Sikhs, the Sikhs
would leave Kashmir," said
Joginder Singh Shan, Minority
Affairs Secretary of the Peoples
Democratic Party and a promi-
nent Sikh leader. "We are not go-
ing to leave Kashmir because of
these murders. This is our
Kashmir. In 1947, 33,000 Sikhs
gave blood for it (sic)."

The Sikh leaders said identi-
fying and killing members of the
minority community has
shocked them. "Our grievance
(with the Muslim community)is
that when we took the proces-
sion for cremation and protested
outside the(civil) secretariat, they
didn'tjoin us. Our grievance with
the government is that two or
three members of the commu-
nity had already been killed but
they didn't take any solid steps for
the safety and security of the mi-
nority employees,” said another
Sikh leader Navtej Singh.
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MINISTRY ASKS POWER PLANTS TO WORK TO FULL CAPACITY

Kejriwal rings alarm bells on power
availability for city, writes to PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind Kejriwal
said Delhi could soon face a power
shortage with the coal crisis across
the country affecting supply at
power plants that supply electric-
ity tothe capital as well. He wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Saturday seeking interven-
tion to make adequate arrange-
ments for coal at power plants
and gas to generation plants.

“Delhi could face a power cri-
sis. [ am personally keeping a
close watch over the situation.
We are trying our best to avoid
it. In the meanwhile, [ wrote a
letter to the honourable PM
seeking his personal interven-
tion,” Kejriwal tweeted.

Later in the day, Delhi Power
Minister Satyendar Jain said
that if the situation does notim-
prove, Delhi could face a black-
out after two days.

The Power Ministry, mean-

CITY’S POWER ALLOCATION*

& NTPC Dadri { 728MW

1SS K] Jhajjar i 693 MW
/§ Chandrapura Thermal | 300 MW

Power station :
g Singrauli | 150MW
fuum Mejia { 100 MW
(*through thermal power plants)

CM Kejriwal

while, said that NTPChad been di-
rected to increase coal stocks
equal to the national average for
Dadrilland Jajjhar stations (which
provide a bulk of Delhi’s power).
OnOctober 6, the Dadri plant had
one day of coal stock against the
national average of four days.

The power ministry also said
that “all required quantity of gas
will be supplied to Bawana and
Pragati stations”.

Italso advised Delhi discoms
to schedule power from Dadri I
plant, which they have not been
doing for some time.

Jain, meanwhile, called a
high-level meeting with officials
of the power department and
energy companies on Saturday.

Abulk of Delhi’s power allo-
cation is met by the NTPC plant
at Dadri and the thermal power
plant at Jhajjar. There are no ther-
mal power plants in Delhi any-
more as three have been shut
over the past 12 years.

In his letter to Modi, Kejriwal
noted that the city was facing a
coal shortage since August.

Asking that adequate coal be
supplied from other plants to

Couple die after car rams into
bike, leave behmd teenage son

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

A45-YEAR-OLD man and his wife
died after a car allegedly rammed
into their bike near Lajpat Nagar
Metro station. The incident took
place on September 29, and the
couple succumbed to injuries six
days later.

The victims were identified
as Suresh and his wife Shiney.
While Suresh worked as an of-
fice secretary at Vigyan Bhawan,
Shiney was a senior consultant
at the Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation, Jal Shakti
Ministry. They are survived by
their 15-year-old son who stud-
ies at Don Bosco School.

Their family, on Saturday,
said the couple had moved to
Delhi from Kerala over 10 years
ago and lived in Sarita Vihar.

Police had arrested a 47-year-
old woman who was driving the
car at the time of the incident,
and registered a case of road traf-
fic accident. Sections of negli-
gence and causing death were
added later in the case. However,
she was released as the sections
in the FIR were bailable.

Police said the incident took
place around 10 am on
September 29 when Suresh was

32 construction
sites fined for

violating dust
control norms

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

A TOTAL of 103 construction
sites were inspected for dust
mitigation measures Saturday,
and fines worth Rs 15 lakh were
imposed on 32 sites, according
to a communication from the
Delhi government.

Environment Minister Gopal
Rai, accompanied by officials of
the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC)and civil de-
fence personnel, inspected the
construction site of a private
commercial complex in North
Delhi Saturday, where the team
found the site to be complying
with dust mitigation guidelines
mandated by the Delhi govern-
ment. Tin barriers were installed
around the site and a function-
ing anti-smog gun was present.

A fine of Rs 5 lakh was im-
posed earlier on L&T for viola-
tion of dust mitigation guide-
lines at a construction site near
Pragati Maidan.

The anti-smog gun was
found with no water in the tank,
and the tarpaulin net installed
at the site was torn.

An anti-dust campaign,
launched on October 7 is under-
way in the national capital. A to-
tal of 31 teams, comprising
DPCC officials and civil defence
personnel, have been deployed
to monitor construction sites for
compliance with dust mitiga-
tion norms.

The couple, Suresh (45) and Shiney (43), had moved to Delhi
from Kerala over 10 years ago and lived in Sarita Vihar. Express

dropping Shiney at her office
near the CGI complex. The two
were on a Royal Enfield when a
Honda City car rammed into
their bike and nearly mowed
them down. The couple sus-
tained severe injuries on their
head and chest. They were
rushed to Moolchand Hospital
by a passerby and PCR vans.

During treatment, Suresh
died of a cardiacarrest and other
complications on October 1 and
Shiney succumbed to head in-
juries on October 5.

A senior officer at Lajpat
Nagar police station said, “The ac-
cused woman was traced and ar-
rested. We found that she wasn’t
under the influence of alcohol
and was driving rashly. She was
booked under appropriate sec-

tions and later released on bail.”

During enquiry, police found
that the accused was taking a
sharp turn when the car acci-
dentally hit the bike. Police sus-
pect the woman was speeding.

The couple’s family in
Thiruvananthapuram were in-
formed of the incident and they
came to Delhilast week. Their son
will now live with Suresh’s sister
inKerala.

Vijay Kumar, Suresh’s cousin
who also lives in Delhi, said, ...
Suresh always helped me. His
parents died a couple of years
agoand we didn’t have any other
relatives here. His wife was a
hard-working woman. It’s sad
that their child is alone. Suresh
would usually drop Shiney to her
office on their bike.”

Man behind Rs 251
smartphone scam
held for ‘threatening’
rape victim for a year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

THE MAN behind the Rs 251
smartphone scam was among
three people to be arrested by
the Delhi Police Crime Branch
for allegedly threatening a rape
victim for a year.

Police Saturday said the ac-
cused — Mohit Goel, Sumit
Yadav and Vinit — are involved
in 50 cases of cheating. They
wanted to take revenge on a rape
accused, Vikas Mittal, and de-
cided to threaten the victim by
posing as the rapist.

Last August,a woman was al-
legedly raped by Mittal in
Dwarka and had lodged a com-
plaint. Mittal was arrested from
IGI Airport. However, the victim
kept receiving death threats
from unknown persons about
the rape. A month later, an un-
known man caught the victim
near Civil Lines Metro station
and allegedly threatened her. A
case was registered with the
help of an ‘eyewitness’, Sumit
Yadav, who was later ‘shot at’.

In December 2020, the
Supreme Court transferred the
case to the Crime Branch and di-
rected them to arrest the men
who were threatening the
woman and Yadav. An investi-
gation was initiated into the

threat calls and the suspects
were identified, but they kept
changing hideouts.

JCP(Crime) Alok Kumar said
his team first arrested Vinit (31)
from Gurgaon. He confessed to
having harassed the rape victim
and said he was working with
Yadav and Goel. Goel was ar-
rested from Noida and Yadav
from Chandigarh.

During questioning, police
found that Goel is Mittal’s
brother-in-law and was in a
business dispute with him.
When Mittal was accused of
rape, Goel planned to get him ar-
rested and called the rape victim.

His associates even took a
flight to Ujjain to track Mittal’s
movements. When he was ar-
rested, they planned to threaten
the victim further to target Mittal.
Police also found that Goel had
planted Yadav as the eyewitness.

Goelisalsobehind the ‘coun-
try’s cheapest smartphone’
scam. He had founded Ringing
Bells Pvt Ltd and launched
smartphones — called Freedom
251 —atcheaper rates under the
Government of India’s Digital
India Program. Police said he is
involved in 48 cases of fraud.

He told police that he sus-
pected Mittal was behind his ini-
tial arrests and planned to take
revenge. He roped in his employ-
ees, Yadav and Vinit, said police.

Dadri and Jhajjar power plants,
and APM gas be supplied to
Bawana, Pragati-I and GTPS
plants, Kejriwal wrote that this
was necessary to maintain unin-
terrupted power in Delhi which
caters toinstallations of national
and strategic importance, along-
side cold chains for vaccines.
Jain said since the power de-
mand is much lower than the
peak demand seen in June and
July, thermal power plants are not
functioning at full capacity and,
asaresult, Delhi was getting only
about half of the power it has

beenallocated from these plants.

“All power plants that supply
electricity to Delhi are supposed
to keep a 30-day reserve stock.
But at present, they have only a
day’s stock left. The demand for
electricity in the country is not
at peak, yet the power plants are
not able to produce the required
amount of electricity,” Jain said.

The central government also
released guidelines asking ther-
mal power plants to generate
power to their full capacity and
allowing power generators to
sell any power on exchanges that
has not been requisitioned by
the procurer within 24 hours of
the day of delivery.

Kejriwal has requested the
PM to cap the rate of power sold
on the exchange to prevent prof-
iteering.

The maximum Day Ahead
Market Prices for power on the
India Energy Exchange were
Rs 20 per unit on October 9, the
average market clearing price
was Rs 13.3.

Gurgaon sees 108 dengue
cases, highest in 5 years

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, OCTOBER9

AFTER Arise in dengue cases in
the city, which reached 108 cases
Saturday, the district health de-
partment has ramped up fogging
and screening for vector-borne
diseases. Thisis the highest num-
ber of dengue cases in the city in
the past five years. However, no
dengue-related death has been
reported in the city this year.

In 2016, 86 cases of dengue

Golden jackal
rescued from
dried-up well
in Chhatarpur

It took two hours to rescue
the animal. Photo: Wildlife SOS

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

A GOLDEN jackal was rescued
from an 8-feet deep dried up wa-
ter tank at Chhatarpur on
Saturday. Residents and staff of
a farmhouse at Bhatti Khurd,
Chhatarpur, spotted the jackal in
the unused well after they heard
awhimpering sound.

The animal was rescued by
Wildlife SOS, a non-governmen-
tal organisation. It took about an
hour for two members of the
NGO to descend into the well us-
ingaladder and rescue the jackal.
According to the NGO, the jackal
was lured into a cage and re-
leased into a forest patch nearby.
It did not have any injuries.

According to Wasim Akram,
deputy director for special proj-
ects at Wildlife SOS, golden jack-
als are widespread across India
and spotting one in Delhi is not
uncommon. “Due to habitat en-
croachment and rapid urbanisa-
tion, wild animals are being
forced to traverse human-domi-
nated areas in search of food or
shelter,” he said.

Wild animals are spotted in
Chhatarpur due to its proximity
tothe Ridge, according to Kartick
Satyanarayan, co-founder and
CEO of the Wildlife SOS. Jackals,
which are protected under
Schedule 1I of the Wildlife
Protection Act, are omnivores that
eat fruits, birds, insects, fish and
small mammals.

Aspokesperson for the NGO
said that another jackal had
been rescued from the area a
few years ago, while an injured
jackal was rescued from near
Gurgaon last year.

were reported, followed by 66
cases in 2017, 94 cases in 2018,
22 and 51 casesin2019and 2020
respectively.

The district reported 7 cases
of dengue on Saturday.

According to the district bul-
letin on malaria and dengue, as
many as 11,358 notices have
been issued to households
where mosquito larvae have
been found. Officials said a pro-
longed monsoon and conse-
quent waterlogging had caused
a spike in dengue cases.

Centre stops Delhi govt’s
ration scheme once again

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

THE CENTRE has denied the
Delhi government permission to
deliver ration to people’s
doorsteps yet again, saying it
does not fulfil norms set by the
National Food Security Act
(NFSA) under which food grain
is provided to states by the
Centre for distribution.

AAP Saturday accused BJP for
using the Central government
machinery to block its doorstep
delivery of ration scheme, while
the Union Food Ministry denied
the charge saying the Centre had
only asked the Delhi government
to follow “provisions of NFSA
passed by the Parliament”. The
promise of delivering ration at
the doorstep has been among the
primary ones made to residents
for many years now. However,
the scheme has been opposed by
the Centre since the beginning.

AAP spokesperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj said in a statement
Saturday, “The BJP has used the
Centre as its own machinery and

Centre’s
objections

EXPLAINED

The Centre’s main objec-
tion to the scheme has
been that provision of
doorstep delivery of food
grains does not exist in
NFSA, under which ration
has to be delivered only to
ration shops, and any de-
parture from this would be
against the Act. It alsoreit-
erated in its letter that it
has no objection to any
scheme if Delhi buys ration
from FCl and distributes it
asitseesfit,but using grain
given to the state under
NFSAwould be illegal.

blocked the Kejriwal govern-
ment’s doorstep delivery of ra-
tion scheme. The BJP-led Centre
has done this despite the High
Court’s nod..., where the court
had noted there was no practical
reason to block the scheme... The

scheme will stop ration theft and
arbitrary and stubborn attitude
of ration dealers who treat the
poor like their stooges.”
Members of the Delhi Sarkari
Ration Dealers’ Sangh had moved
court saying that the Delhi gov-
ernment’s decision to divert ra-
tion from fair price shops (FPS) to
people’s homes was illegal. In
September, the High Court ruled
that supplies to FPS could be di-
verted for home delivery. The
government had told the court
that people who opt for doorstep
delivery can opt out any time if
they want. After the HC order,
Kejriwal had sent the doorstep
delivery file back to the L-G for ap-
proval. The Centre wrote back to
the government on October 8.
Officials at the Centre’s Food
Ministry, meanwhile, said their
stand had not changed. “Itisjusta
reiteration of our earlier stand on
the issue. The Centre has only
been talking about following pro-
visions of NFSA passed by
Parliament. All ration distribution
activities in the states are to be
done in accordance with laid
down statutes,” said an official.

HOMI BHABHA CENTRE FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research

Indian Olympiad Qualifier (I10Q) 2021 — 2022

All students wishing to participate in any of the Olympiad
programmes
Science, Mathematics & Physics must appear for corresponding
Indian Olympiad Qualifier (I0Q) Examinations on Jan 9
(Mathematics & Junior Science), Jan 16 (Physics & Biology), and
Jan 23 (Astronomy & Chemistry), 2022. Qualification in IOQ is the
first step towards participation in the corresponding International
Olympiads of 2022.

For more details and enrollment link:
https://olympiads.hbcse.tifr.res.in/

in Astronomy,

Biology,

Chemistry, Junior

https://iapt.org.in/

https://www.mtai.org.in/

Dates of enrollment: September 25 to October 31, 2021
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DU RELEASES SECOND CUT-OFF

Top courses, top colleges:

SUKRITABARUAH &
ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

AFTERA first list with cut-offs far
higher than any past year, the
second list presents some hope
to Delhi University aspirants:
Admissions to popular courses
are open in most colleges, even
though the drop in cut-offs have
not been too high at prominent
colleges.

Two top colleges where the
2nd list presents a very minimal
window of opportunity are Hindu
College and Miranda House.

Hindu College had soaring
cut-offsin the first list with 100%
for BA (Honours) Political
Science and 99% and higher in 8
other programmes. All science
courses have closed for admis-
sions at Hindu College in the sec-
ond list. Among arts and com-
merce courses, only BA
(Honours) Economics and BCom

Seats still up for grabs in Pol Science, Economics at popular colleges. Praveen Khanna

ACROSS POPULAR COLLEGES (IN %)

(Honours) remain open in the

college — the former down from Top Colleges Economics Po!itical English | Bcom | History | Maths | Chemistry| Physics
99.75% to0 99.25% and the latter Science (Hons)
from 99.75% to 99%. LSR 99.50 99.50 | 98.75 99.50 | 99 Closed | NA NA

~ In Miranda House, admis- Hindu 99.25 Closed | Closed | 99 Closed | Closed | Closed | Closed
sions have closed for all science MirandaHouse | 99 Closed | Closed | NA 99 Closed | Closed Closed
programmes except BSc
(Programme) Physical Science Ramjas 99 100 98.25 99 98.75 | 98.25 | 97.66 99.33
with Computer Science which is Kirori Mal 98.75 99.25 | Closed | 98.75 | 98.25 | 98.75 | 97.66 98.33
open at 97.33%. Among arts and Hansraj 99 NA 9850 | 99 9875 | 9875 | 9866 |99.33
commerce courses, BA (Fonours) SRCC 9975 | NA NA 9912 |[NA  |NA  [NA NA

Economics and BA (Honours)
History remain open at 99%, BA

(cut-offs for general category)

(Honours)Sociology at 98.5%,and

for Economics in these four col-

BA (Honours) Bengali at 70%.

Hindu College Principal Anju
Srivastava said she was surprised
by the “overwhelming response”
asallbut two of its courses shutin
the second list. The college has
admitted 2,100 students against
975 seats after the first list.

“We also don’t know why it
has happened as we had kept
very high cut-offs. We are sur-
prised by the response. It seems
word has travelled from one
batch to another, and many stu-
dents seem to prefer to joina col-
lege which has all streams of
courses, which makes the college
more diverse and interactive. We
will work out a new system of

teaching-learning now that we
have admitted so many stu-
dents,” she said.

Most options continue to re-
main open for candidates in the
most popular courses.

All programmes continue to
be open for admissions at Sri
Venkateswara College; all except
BCom are open at Ramjas
College; all except BA (Honours)
Philosophy and BA (Honours)
Sanskrit are open at Lady Shri
Ram; and all except BSc
(Honours) Anthropology and BSc
(Honours) Computer Science are
open at Hansraj College.

After the firstlist,admissions
against unreserved seats in BA

(Honours) Political Science
closed in only 13 colleges.
Among the colleges it continues
to be open in are top picks such
as Lady Shri Ram College where
it has dipped from 99.75% to
99.5%, Kirori Mal College
(99.75%t099.25), Gargi College
(98.5% to 98%), Kamala Nehru
College (99% to 98.5%) and Sri
Venkateswara College (99.75%
10 99.25%).

Similarly, only 10 colleges
have closed admissions for BA
(Honours) Economicsin the sec-
ond list. Top DU colleges like
Hindu, Hansraj, Miranda House
and LSR, still have the course
open for admission. The cut-off

leges is 99.25%, 99%, 99% and
99.5% respectively. While
Hansraj has reduced its cut-off
by 0.75 percentage points, Hindu
and Miranda House have low-
ered it by 0.5 percentage points.
LSR has kept the cut-off the same
as the previous list.

BCom (Honours)admissions
have closed in only eight col-
leges and it continues to be
available at Shri Ram College of
Commerce where it has gone
down from 100% to 99.12%,
Ramjas College (99.25% to 99%),
LSR College (99.75% to 99.5%),
Kirori Mal College (99.75% to
98.75%), Hindu College (99.75%

TENDER NOTICE No. AME(Comp.)/VTPIS(1)/2020-IT, dt. 07.10.2021
Tenders are invited from interested bidders for implementation of Vehicle
Tracking & Passenger Information System for 4,170 special type buses of
TSRTC. Sealed bids should be submitted in the tender box in Mini-
Conference Hall, TSRTC, Bus Bhavan, 1st floor “B” block, Mushirabad,
Hyderabad from 10:30 hrs. to 14:00 hrs. on 29.10.2021. RFP with full
details can be downloaded from https:IItsrtc.teIangana.govéidnl

DIPR. R.0. No.: 2215-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2021-22 CHIEF ENGINE-ER (IT & IE)

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, RNT MEDICAL
COLLEGE & CONTROLLER ASSOCIATED
GROUP OF HOSPITALS, UDAIPUR (RAJ.)

No. RNT/Pur-I/F.16/( e-Tendering Proc )/2021-22/911 Dated:- 27.09.2021
Notice Inviting Bid No.16/2021-22(e-Tender)

Bids for Medical Equipments are invited from interested bidders upto Date:- 28.10.2021 Time:- 10.30
AM. Other pamculars of the bid may be Vvisited on the procurement portal
.raj.nic.in) of the state.

MCU2122GLOB00088, MCU2122GLOB00089, MCU2122GLOB00090, MCU2122GLOB00091,
MCU2122GLOB00092, MCU2122GLOB00093, MCU2122GSOB00094, MCU2122GSOB00095,
MCU2122GS0OB00096, MCU2122GLOB00097, MCU2122GLOB00098, MCU2122GLOB00099,
MCU2122GLOB00100

(Dr. Lakhan Poswal )

DIPR/C/10195/2021 PRINCIPAL & CONTROLLER

Appeal for Identification

— | General Public is hereby informed that a
male person Name: Unknown, S/o
Unknown, Rfo: Unknown, Age: About 70
years, Height: 52", Complexion:
Shallow, Built: Medium, Face: Oval, ID
Mark: Blind, Wearing: Brown Colour
Round neck T-Shirt & Grey Pant, was
found unconscious on 05.10.2021 at
20:30 hrs near Mother Diary, Tilak Lane,
New Delhi and admitted to Dr. RML
Hospital, New Delhi Where he was

declared brought dead by the doctors Vide MLC

No.E/213829/21 Dated 05.10.2021. In this regard, DD No.
92-A dated 05.10.2021 has been lodged at PS Tilak Marg,
New Delhi. The dead body has been preserved in the
mortuary of RML Hospital, New Delhifor 72 hours.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this male but no clue has come to light so far.
Any, person having any information or clue about this male may
kindly inform to the following. SHO
P.S., Tilak Marg, New Delhi
Ph.: 011-23382100
[T ]

<% KARNATAKAURBAN WATER ')
SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

#927, 1%t floor, 6" main road, New Kantharaj urs road,
Saraswathipuram, Mysuru — 570 009.
Ph no: 0821-2545894, Email: kwbcemys2014@gmail.com

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through E-Procurement Portal only)

Tender for the work of “Providing UGD system to
Hunsur city including 5 years of operation and
maintenance as per Hon’ble National Green Tribunal
guidelines” amounting to Rs.18.75 Crores has been
invited vide indent No: KUWSDB/2021-22/WS/WORK_
INDENT2986/CALL-4 through E-procurement Portal
website https://eproc. karnataka.gov.in. Tender
document maybe downloaded from the e-procurement
portal paying requisite tender processing fee from
08.10.2021 after 11.00 hours. Pre-bid meeting will be
held on 13.10.2021 at 11.00 hours. The last for
submission of tenders is on 18.10.2021 upto 17.30
hours. Technical bid will be opened on 22.10.2021 at
11.00 hours. For further details, the Office of the Chief
Engineer, KUWS & D Board, Mysuru, may please be
contacted or website https://eproc. karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/- CHIEF ENGINEER, K.U.W.S. & D BOARD, Mysuru.
DIPR/DDMYS/MCA/571/2021-22

DP/346/NDD/21

CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATION

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

(6°9)
4/1, Siri Institutional Area,

“/" August Kranti Marg Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016
Ph: 011-26566107
Warehousing for Everyone

PUBLIC NOTICE Date: 08.10.2021
CALLING REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC) invites the Request for Proposal
(RFP) for establishment of cold chain including CA/MA storage capacity, for
perishable agri-produces/dairy products/pharmaceuticals/meat/fisheries etc
in vacant land and/or godown/warehouse compartment(s) through new
construction or by retrofitting on Built Operate Transfer (BOT) basis.
Interested parties may visit our website www.cewacor.nic.in/
www.cwceprocure.com for complete details, terms & conditions of
RFP Document.

Last Date-29.10.2021

GM (Comm.), CWC, New Delhi

Jammu & Kashmir State Power Development Corporation

M DIVISION GANDERBAL

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER GENERATION
EXTENSION NOTICE NO.01

Improvement of Existing Earthing at Ganderbal Power House
This office e-NIT No: GDG/03 of 2021-22 dated:27-09-2021 with e-
Tender Id No: 2021_SPDC_141575_1.

In view of the poor response, the submission dates for above referred e-NIT
are hereby extended. The new dates for submission of e-NIT areas under:

Crmcal Dates:

Sub:
Ref:

Bid submission last date 13-06-2021 : 4:00 PM
2 Dead line for receiving Hard Copies 16-06-2021 : 4:00 PM
3. Date and time of opening of Bid (online) 18-06-2021 : 2:00 PM

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as depicted in original tender

documents
Sd/-

No: GDG/801-808 . o
Dated: 07-10-2021 Executive Engineer
Generation Division Ganderbal

DIPK-NB-4100/21
aE-Et-

THE MAHARAJA BHUPINDER SINGH PUNJAB SPORTS UNIVERSITY,

(MBSPSU), PATIALA
Mohindra Kothi, Near Fountain Chowk, Patiala-147001

Advertisement No. 03/2021

1. Online applications are invited for the posts of Librarian, Assistant
Professor (Sports Science), Assistant Professor (Yoga),
Physical/Fitness Trainer and Sports Coach (Boxing) in the
University.

2. Online applications are also invited for the posts of Principals of
Gouvt. Arts & Sports . College, Jalandhar and Govt. College, Kala
Afghana and Assistant Professors in Political Science and
Physical Education in Govt. Arts & Sports College, Jalandhar.

3. Online registration of application for these posts will start
w.e.f 11.10.2021 and end on 25.10.2021. Last date for submit-
ting the hard copy of the online submitted application and sup-
porting documents is 29.10.2021.

For further details visit University Website http:/www.mbspsu.ac.in

PATIALA REGISTRAR
08.10.2021

8745/Pb

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS MANUFACTURING CORPORATION OF INDIA
(A Govt. of India Undertaking) @ &

I1S/1S0 £ 8001 :2015

G.T. Road, Kanpur-209217
Visit us: www.alimco.in
Phone- 0512-2770176, Fax- 0512-2770617
TOLLFREE NO. 18001805129

OPEN TENDER NOTICE
Online Bids (Technical & Price Bid) are invited for supply of item as per details indicated below:
Approx. | Due date

Tender No. Category of ltems Qty. Value  |of Opening
PT/OT/03/AZ | Supply, Installation & Commissioning [ 01 | Rs. 26 Lakhs | 03.11.2021

of Computer Aided Design Software | Set +GST

(CAD) along with accessories (On

Turnkey Basis)

Interested Tenderers may download the tender document from ALIMCO website
www.alimco.in (for reference only) and CPPP website:https://eprocure.gov.in/
eprocurefapp. Tender Fee of Rs 600/- to be submitted only through online payment gateway
available at www.alimco.in.Submit scan copy of the e-receipt of the same along with the TC
bid. All SSI/ MSE's Vendor are exempted from Tender Cost after producing/submitting Valid
Udyog Aadhaar Memorandum/Udyam Registration Certificate (URC) only.

Tenderers are requested to submit their Offers/Bids through E- Tendering Process only on
https://eprocure.gov.infeprocurefapp. The Technical Bid will be opened at 15:30 hrs. on the
due date as indicated above. ALIMCO reserves the right to reject any or all requests/Offers
without assigning any reason.

Note: For any Corrigendum in the tender, Tenderers may please visit CPPP website and

ALIMCO website. For ALIMCO - DGM (SP & C)

COURSES WITH
100% NOW

HINDU COLLEGE
BA (H) Pol Science
Closed

HANSRA] COLLEGE
BSc (H) Comp Science
Closed

RAMJAS COLLEGE

W BA (H) Pol Science
100%

B BA Programme
Category C
99.5%

M BSc (H) Physics
99.33%
SRCC

M BA (H) Economics
99.75%
EBCom (H)
99.12%

SGIB KHALSA
COLLEGE

BCom: 98.75

DDU COLLEGE

BSc (H) Comp Science
98.5%

SSCBS

BSc (H) Comp Science
98.5%

t099%).

Apart from popular North
Campus colleges, some off-cam-
pus colleges with lower cut-offs
also saw high enrollmentsin the
first list and have closed admis-
sions to several programmes in
the second list. Bharati College,
for example, has closed admis-
sions to many courses such as
English, History, Political Science
and Psychology. Dyal Singh
College has also closed admis-
sions to Economics, English,
Geography and History.

Among the science colleges,
Shaheed Rajguru College of
Applied Sciences has closed
seven of its 11 courses.

Still up for grabs

8 of 10 courses with perfect
score in first hst not full yet

ARANYA SHANKAR &
SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

EIGHT OF the 10 programmes
that had a 100% cut-off in the first
list declared by Delhi University
are still open for admission while
two courses — Political Science at
Hindu College and Computer
Science at Hansraj College
—closed doors for the general
category in the second cut-off list
released Saturday.

Both Hindu College and
Hansraj College had over admit-
ted students to these courses in
the first list. While Hindu’s
Political Science course saw
around 125 admissions to
roughly 20 general category
seats, Hansraj’s Computer
Science saw 32 admissions to 23
general category seats.

Ramjas College, which had
released a 100% cut-off for
Political Science and Physics, has
kept both courses open. While
Political Science has remained
open at the same cut-off, Physics
has dipped marginally to 99.33%.

Ramjas had approved admis-
sions of 33 candidates against
their 31 unreserved seats in
Political Science in the firstlist. “In
theend, 29 candidates completed
the admission process by paying
their fees. This means we have
only two unreserved seatsopen. [
also know thata couple of the stu-
dents did not pay fees as they had
found it difficult to put together
the money in time. Given that
there are only two seats available,
we needed to be very cautious
about lowering the cut-off. I also
hope that maybe with the addi-
tional time, those students can
pay the fees and take admission
in the second list, which they can
since the cut-off has notreduced,”
said a teacher in the college.

Shri Ram College of

Pol Science at Hindu College,
Comp Science at Hansraj
College are closed for general
category. Praveen Khanna

Commerce, which had released
a 100% cut-off for both
Economics and BCom (Hons) in
the first list, has also brought it
down to 99.75% and 99.12% re-
spectively. A majority of its 626
seats for BCom (Hons) and 155
seats for Economics are still up
for grabs.

Three colleges — SGTB
Khalsa, Deen Dayal Upadhyay
(DDU), and Shaheed Sukhdev
College of Business Studies (SS-
CBS) — had released 100% cut-
offfor one course each in the first
list, but saw a dismal response.
While BCom at SGTB Khalsa and
Computer Science at DDU did
not see a single admission, SSCBS
Computer Science saw just one
admission.

Keeping this in mind, the col-
leges have been alittle more lib-
eral with relaxing their cut-offs.
While SGTB Khalsa has lowered
its cut-off to 98.75%, both DDU
and SSCBS have reduced their
cut-off to 98.5%.

“We had received many appli-

Two days before prelims,
UPSC aspirant found hanging

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

A 25-YEAR-OLD UPSC aspirant
was found hanging at her rented
accommodation in Central
Delhi's Rajender Nagar on Friday
night. Police said the woman,
Akanksha Mishra from Uttar
Pradesh'’s Bhadohi district, was
going to appear for the prelimi-
nary exam on Sunday in Delhi.
No suicide note was found.
According to police, they re-
ceived a call at 11.50 pm regard-
ing the incident. DCP (Central)
Shweta Chauhan said, "We
found that Akanksha was a UPSC

aspirant. She was found hanging
inside her room from a fan.
Prima facie, there were no other
external injuries other than the
ligature marks on the neck. The
door in her room was locked
from inside." Police suspect no
foul play in the incident.

The woman's family was
called to the city on Saturday and
the body was sent to RML hospi-
tal for an autopsy. A report is
awaited.

According to the family's
statement, Akanksha had come
to Delhiin June to prepare for the
USPC exam and other competi-
tive entrance tests. She had
moved to Old Rajinder Nagar last

COLLEGE STUDENT KILLED IN GURGAON

Accused had altercation with
victim 6 months ago: Classmates

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, OCTOBER 9

A DAY after a 21-year-old stu-
dent of SGT University was shot
dead allegedly by another col-
lege student on campus, class-
mates of the victim said the
main accused, Pankhil alias
Lucky, and the victim, Vinit
Kumar, had an altercation over
some issue six months ago.

Vinit, a fourth-year student of
Bachelor of Ayurvedic Medicine
and Surgery (BAMS), was shot
dead on Friday afternoon near the
parking area. Police have booked
four students - Pankhil, Nitesh,
Rahul and Himani - of the same
university on murder charges.

Speaking to The Indian Express
on Saturday, two classmates of
the victim said Rahul and Nitesh
had barged into class at 10.30am
onFriday and asked Vinit to come
out for adiscussion.

One of the students, request-
inganonymity, said, "Theaccused
entered the classroom and asked,
"Where is Vinit?' The teacher
asked them to leave. After class,
Vinit suspected that the accused
and their friends would pickupa
fight with him and requested
some friends to safely escort him
to his hostel...Six months ago, the
accused had a confrontation with
Vinit, which was later sorted out."

At the mortuary on Saturday,
Vinit's maternal uncle Nitin said
he had never mentioned a dis-

The victim, Vinit Kumar

pute or rivalry with anyone. "He
was a driven student, and soft
spoken. He wanted to pursue
higher studies and become a doc-
tor. Recently, he visited his par-
ents in Shamli and returned to
campus on Monday. We want po-
lice to arrest the culprits at the
earliest. Students told us the as-
sailants had some enmity with
Vinit over his friendship with the
accused woman. We are waiting
for police to investigate,” he said.

Another relative, Alok Mishra,
said as per CCTV footage of the in-
cident, one of the accused con-
fronted Vinit near A block park-
ingand pushed him to the ground
before allegedly shooting him
from close range. "The footage is
not very clear. The confrontation
lasted only a minute or so before
he was shot. He fell on the road
and was rushed to the college
hospital in a car that was passing
by," he said. According to the pre-
liminary post-mortem, the vic-
tim suffered one gunshot wound
in the abdomen area. His body

New Delhi

Saturday. Her family said she
was under a lot of "'exam pres-
sure' and suspect it to be the rea-
son behind her death. They
haven't raised allegations against
anyone yet.

During enquiry, police found
that Akanksha was last seen at
11 am on Friday by her flat mate
before she left for work. When
Akanksha didn't open the door
later that night, the flat mate
called the landlord and police. A
crime team was called to the
spot for inspection.

Police said they have initiated
inquest proceedings in the mat-
ter under CrPC section 174 (in-
vestigation over natural death).

was handed over to his relatives
after the autopsy on Saturday af-
ternoon.

Following the incident, stu-
dents held a march on Friday
night on campus and discussed
additional security measures -
deployment of bouncers outside
hostels and increased surveil-
lance - that the university must
take.

A spokesperson for the uni-
versity said a condolence meet-
ingwas held on Saturday for Vinit.
"Thisis the first such incident that
has happed on the university
campus. We have spoken to the
students. Security and vigil have
been stepped up and we are con-
ducting interviews to hire addi-
tional private security staff. More
CCTVsarebeinginstalled on cam-
pus,"” said the spokesperson.

Gurgaon Police spokesperson
Subhash Boken said, "Teams from
the police station and crime
branch are conducting raids toar-
rest the accused. We have ob-
tained some leads and investiga-
tion is on. No one has been
arrested so far."

Inthe FIRregistered on Friday,
a student, who was an eyewit-
ness, had stated that some of
Vinit's friends had intervened and
tried to pull them apart during
the confrontation when Nitesh
suddenly held Vinit from behind.
"In the ensuing chaos, Pankhil
pulled outa gun and shot Vinitin
the stomach," he had alleged in

the FIR.
- N

cations from those with 100%
best of four, but since they were
not from the Commerce stream,
there was a deduction in the
marks and they couldn’t clear the
cut-off. We're confident that the
cut-off we’ve kept now will give
us the required number of admis-
sions,” said SGTB Khalsa College
Principal Jaswinder Singh.

Dip in courses with
99% cut-off as well

The Indian Express had also
reported that in the first list, 65
arts and commerce courses and
29 science courses had a cut-off
of 99% or higher for unreserved
seats. With some of these
courses closing admissions to
these seats, and many more re-
ducing their cut-offs, this has re-
duced significantly to 22 arts and
commerce courses and 4 science
courses in the second list.

In the first list, SGTB Khalsa
College had set a cut-off of 99%
and above for six courses includ-
ing its 100% for BCom pro-
gramme. In the second list, only
BA (Honours) Economics remains
at99%.In BA (Honours) History, it
has come down from 99.25% to
98.25%; in BA (Honours) Political
Science from 99.5% to 98.75%; in
BCom (Honours) from 99.5% to
98.75%; and in BSc (Honours)
Physics from 99% to 97.66%.

Five colleges had a cut-off of
99% and above in BA (Honours)
Psychology in the first list. With
most colleges lowering this
slightly, now only Lady Shri Ram
College has a cut-off of 99.5% in
the programme, down from
99.75%in the first list. Daulat Ram
College has come down to
98.75%; Kamala Nehru College to
98.75%; Keshav Mahavidyalaya
t098.5%; and IP College to 98.5%.

Admissions to the pro-
gramme have closed at Bharati
College and Zakir Husain College
which had lower cut-offs.

BRIEFLY

Fire breaks at
Narela, 4
firemen
injured

New Delhi: A massive fire
broke out at a paper
plates manufacturing
unit in Narela Industrial
Area Saturday morning.
While no one was inside,
four firemen sustained
severe injuries while
dousing the blaze. Delhi
Fire Services Chief Atul
Garg said, “We didn’t
know the source of the
fire... we didn’t want it to
spread. Around 1 pm,

there was an explosion
inside.”

Visually
impaired man
killedin

Sultanpuri

New Delhi: A 40-year-old
visually impaired man
was allegedly brutally as-
saulted and killed by an-
other man after he ob-
jected to inappropriate
comments made by the
man towards his friend.
The incident took place in
Sultanpuri Wednesday
night. The victim, identi-
fied as Radhe Shyam, was
sitting at his stall when
the accused hit him with
stones and a stick. Shyam
couldn’t resist the attack
and died, said police.

FIRagainst
Ramlila
committee for
violating
Covid norms

New Delhi: The Delhi
Police lodged an FIR
against Luv Kush Ramlila
Committee for allegedly
violating Covid norms, of-
ficials said. A challan was
issued to the organisers
under IPCsection 188 (dis-
obedience to order duly
promulgated by public
servant), police said. ENS
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MEGA COVID-19
VACCINATION CAMPS

Organized by Delhi Government

Sunday, 10" October 2021
Time: 9 am to 6 pm

North East District:
A.D. Gupta Institute of
Technology & Management,
Shastri Park, Seelampur,
Delhi-110053

Central / New Delhi District:
Mata Sundari College for Women,
Mandi House, Delhi-110002

South West District:
Ramlila Ground, Sector-10,
Dwarka, Delhi-110075

South / South East District:
Jamia Hamdard Campus,
Hamdard Nagar, New Delhi-110062

North /North West District:
Dilli Haat, Pitampura, Delhi-110034

FREE Walk-in COVID-19 Vaccination is

DIP/Shabdarth/D/0100/21-22

available for both 1* and 2™ Doses at these camps
Please carry your Photo ID card
PRIOR REGISTRATION IS NOT MANDATORY

BE SAFE - BE HAPPY

Directorate of Family Welfare and Office of
District Magistrate (11 Districts), GNCTD

Shahdara/ East District:
Yamuna Sports Complex,
Surajmal Vihar, Delhi-110092

West District:
Delhi Home Guard Parade
Ground, CTl Complex,
Raja Garden, Delhi-110027

New Delhi
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ABSP rally in Lucknow on Saturday. PTI

BSP govt will not
stop Ayodhya,

Mathura projects
of UP govt: Maya

Says EC should ban pre-poll surveys
six months before Assembly polls

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER 9

BAHUJAN SAMA] Party (BSP)
chief Mayawati on Saturday
promised that the BSP, if it forms
the government in Uttar Pradesh
after next year's Assembly polls,
will not work with a “vengeance”
and will not stop projects and
schemes started by the present
BJP government in the state, in-
cluding religious ones in
Ayodhya, Varanasi, Mathura.

“In  Ayodhya, Varanasi,
Mathura and other religious
places, public amenity works
started by this government in the
footsteps of previous BSP govern-
ments will not be stopped witha
vengeance, and will instead be
completed.”

Citing the example of West
Bengal Assembly elections to
point out that Mamata Banerjee's
Trinamool Congress performed
contrary to all pre-election sur-
veys, and that such surveys do
nothing but misguide people be-
fore the polls, Mayawati also said
her party will urge the Election
Commission to impose a ban on
pre-poll surveys six months be-
fore all state elections.

Addressing a huge rally in
Lucknow on the occasion of the
death anniversary of BSP founder
Kanshi Ram, Mayawati said her
party does not announce an-
nounce an election manifesto,
but gave what appears to be a
sneak peek into the road map
ahead of state elections next in
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and
Uttarakhand.

While she took on both BJP
and opposition parties such as
Samajwadi Party, Congress and
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which
is trying to carve out a space in
UP, Mayawati asked people to not
waste their votes on other
smaller outfits, and warned that
it will lead BJP back into power.

Warning BSP workers that
there will be attempts to damage
the party from the time election
dates are announced until the
last vote is cast, she asked them
not to be misguided. The BSP
chief said, “We will soon write to
the ECand urge them to ban sur-
veys by all agencies whenever
there is Assembly electionin any
state — from six months before
the polls until the voting process
is completed — so that elections
are not affected.”

Slamming pre-poll surveys,
Mayawati said, “Before Bengal
election results, all surveys fore-
cast Mamata Banerjee trailing.
But the results turned the tables
on those who were dreaming of
coming to power, as TMC won
with a big majority. So you
should not come under the spell
of such surveys.”

With a few senior BSP leaders
having joined the SP recently,
Mayawati, without naming any
party, asked her supporters not
tobe misguided by “such parties
who bring people from other
parties to increase their clan”.

Accusing ruling BJP of trying
to give a “communal colour” to
most issues, she said, “They can
turn the elections, eventually,
into a Hindu-Muslim issue and
take political advantage).”

Centre appoints CJs to
8 HCs; transfers 5 others

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

THE CENTRE on Saturday ap-
pointed Chief Justices (CJ) toeight
High Courts and approved the
transfer of five other Chief Justices.

The Supreme Court Collegium
had recommended the transfer of
the five Chief Justices on
September 16.

Justice Akil Kureshi has been
appointed as the Chief Justice of
Rajasthan High Court after trans-
fer from the Tripura High Court
where heis currently the J. Justice
Indrajit Mahanty, who was the ]
of Rajasthan HC has been ap-
pointed (J of Tripura High Court.

Justice Mohammad Rafiq will
be the new Chief Justice of
Himachal Pradesh HC. He is cur-

rently serving as the CJ of Madhya
Pradesh HC.

Justice Biswanath Somadder,
whoisnowthe CJof MeghalayaHC,
has been appointed as the Chief
Justiceof Sikkim HCwhile Justice AK
Goswami, who is the CJ of Andhra
Pradesh HC, has been appointed (]
of Chhattisgarh High Court.

The Centre hasalsoappointed
Justices Rajesh Bindal as CJ of
Allahabad HC, Ranjit VMore as CJ
of has Meghalaya HC, Satish
Chandra Sharma as (] of
Telangana High Court. Prakash
Srivastava has been appointed C]
of Calcutta High Court, R V
Malimath as CJ of Madhya
Pradesh HC, Ritu Raj Awasthias C]
of Karnataka High Court, Aravind
Kumar as CJ of Gujarat HC, and
Prashant Kumar Mishra as C] of
Andhra Pradesh HC.

crulse raid; BJP says Malik defendmg accused

‘Not active in BJP’: Kamboj
warns of Rs 100-cr case

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER9

NCP MINISTER Nawab Malik on
Saturday alleged that the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
had detained Rishabh Sachdev,
brother-in-law of BJP leader Mohit
Kamboj (Bhartiya), from the
cruise shipitraided last weekand
that he was let off within hours.

Malik alleged that the
Sachdeva was released following
calls from BJPleaders in Delhiand
Maharashtra to the NCB. He
added that he would write to
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray
seeking an inquiry into this seri-
ous matter.

Mohit Kamboj is the former
president of Mumbai BJP Yuva
Morcha.

Reacting to Malik’s allegations,
the BJP said the NCP minister
“seems to be playing the role of an
advocate, defending the accused”.

Maharashtra minister
Nawab Malik. Express

“Malikis deliberately and un-
fairly dragging BJP's name in the
matter,” BJP spokesperson Keshav
Upadhye said. “He is trying to
build pressure, hoping it would
helpin freeing the culprits.”

Malik claimed that NCB had
detained 11 people during the
October 2 raid on the cruise ship
but let off three people -
Sachdeva, Pratik Gaba and Amir
Furniturewala.

“NCB  Director  Samir
Wankhede had given a vague

statement about the detention of
8-10 people during the raid. Inall,
11 people were detained during
the raid. The Mumbai Police also
had the same information till the
morning (of October 3) but then
the number came down to eight
asthree people were let off,” Malik
told mediapersons.

The minister showed videos
and photos in support of his claim
ofthe detention and release of the
three persons.

“Sachdeva was released after
two hours. His father and uncle
came tothe NCBoffice at the time
ofhisrelease. All three (Sachdeva,
Gabaand Furniturewala) were re-
leased at the same time. The
names of Gabaand Furniturewala
have been reflected in the argu-
ments made during the hearing
incourt.Itwas on the invitation of
Gaba and Furniturewala that
Aryan Khan (Bollywood actor
Shah Rukh Khan's son who has
been arrested following the raid)

went there,” he added.

“Our question to NCB is that
you raided a cruise with 1,300
people on it and detained only 11
people who were brought to the
NCB office for inquiry. The NCB
must clarify on whose instruc-
tions these three persons were re-
leased. Ourinformationis that the
BJPleaders from Maharashtraand
Delhi made phone calls torelease
them.”

SRK driver summoned
Meanwhile, the NCB on
Saturday summoned the driver of
actor Shah Rukh Khan and
recorded his statement in connec-
tion with the cruise ship drug bust
case. Sources said the driver had
driven the actor's son Aryan Khan
and his friend Arbaaz Merchant,
who have been arrested in the
case, to the cruise liner from
Mannat, Khan's Bandra residence.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER9

ARGUING THATHE was no longer
an active BJP member, Mohit
Kamboj on Saturday said he
would fileaRs 100-crore defama-
tion case against NCP minister
Nawab Malik for making false
charges against him and his fam-
ily members in connection with
the cruise drug bust case. He al-
leged that Malik was trying to set-
tle an old score with him.
Addressing the media in
Mumbai, Kamboj said, “Rishabh
Sachdev is my brother-in-law. He
is my wife's younger brother. He
was standing in the queue to
board the cruise ship along with
other passengers when there was

aNCB crackdown. Several people
were detained and taken to the
agency's office. Butafter thorough
verification, the NCB allowed
Sachdev and others to go."

“Thereis neither any question
of possessing drugs nor any con-
nection with drug peddlers. My
brother-in-law is neither a friend
nor has any connection with
Aryan Khan or his friends."

Kamboj said: “l am no longer
active in BJP. I am BJP sympa-
thiser... minister is settling an old
score by making irresponsible and
serious allegations... In 2012,
Malik’s family was trying to seek
Rs 50 lakh for a Juhu property.
Since I had intervened and
thwarted the deal, he never
misses an opportunity to attack
me.”

Rhea to Aryan, common link: NCB’s Wankhede, his ring of informants

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI,OCTOBER9

TOTHOSE who know him, itis no
surprise that Sameer Wankhede
is at the centre of both the high-
profile Rhea Chakraborty allega-
tions of last year and the still-un-
folding drugbust case against Shah
RukhKhan's son Aryan.The 2008-
batchIRS officer, with stints in the
NIA and Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), before being
loaned to the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB)as Director, Mumbai
Zone, is nostranger to controversy
--or celebrities.

During his stint as a Customs
officer at Mumbai international
airport,among those he had taken
action against was Shah Rukh,

who was fined Rs 1.5 lakh duty. At
the Customs and later the Service
TaxDepartment, he crossed paths
with Anurag Kashyap, Vivek
Oberoi, Mika Singh and Ram
Gopal Verma.

Sources say Wankhede, the
son of a police officer, was specifi-
cally brought in in the wake of ac-
tor Sushant Singh Rajput's death
and the cascading allegations
against his girlfriend Chakraborty,
due to his work on drug seizures
attheDDRL

After Wankhede took over, the
inconspicuous NCB office in south
Mumbai became the buzzing
heart of the city, with celebrities
lined up for questioning in the
Chakraborty case. Many won-
dered how media would know
precisely when a celebrity would

NCB Director, Mumbai Zone,
Sameer Wankhede. File

arrive.

Questions were also raised
about the NCB's focus now on
cases involving small drug quan-
tities but high-profile accused. As
per data provided by the NCB to
TheSunday Express,of the 30 cases
itregistered from September 2020

PM Modi with Danish counterpart Mette Frederiksen and her husband Bo Tengberg at
Rashtrapati Bhavan. Praveen Khanna

India, Denmark to expand ties
in health, agri, climate sectors

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi and his visiting Danish
counterpart Mette Frederiksen
on Saturday held “fruitful” talks
with a focus on expanding coop-
eration in a range of key areas
such as health, agriculture, wa-
ter management, climate change
and renewable energy.

In his media statement after
the talks, Modi said both sides
reviewed the progress made un-
der the India-Denmark Green
Strategic Partnership and delib-
erated on further expansion of
overall cooperation in multiple
sectors.

The two sides also inked four
agreements that will provide for

deepening of cooperation in sci-
ence and technology, climate
change and skill development.

“A year ago today, we took
the historic decision to establish
aGreen Strategic Partnership be-
tween India and Denmark in our
virtual summit. This is a sign of
far-reaching thinking and re-
spect for the environment by
both our countries,” he said.

In her remarks, the Danish
PM complimented Modi for his
focus on green technologies and
described him as an “inspiration
for the rest of the world”.

“Iam also proud that Danish
solutions play a key role when it
comes to your very ambitious
targets... You have set some very
ambitious targets when it comes
to clean water for over one mil-
lion households and for renew-

able energy including off-shore
wind,” she said.

Modi said both sides decided
to cooperate in areas like effi-
cient supply chain, smart water
resources management and
technologies relating to the farm
sector to increase agricultural
productivity in India.

In her media statement,
Frederiksen said the cooperation
between India and Denmarkis a
great example of how green
growth and green transition go
hand-in-hand. She said both
sides decided to boost coopera-
tion, particularly in the health
and agriculture sectors.

Ahead of the talks between
the two prime ministers,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar called on
Frederiksen.

—when Wankhede took over —to
February 2021, in at least 12, the
amount seized was "small" — as
compared to "intermediate" or
"large" seizures.

TheNCB,aCentral anti-narcotic
agency, went after even cases of
consumption. Said anofficer of the
Mumbai Police: “Even our consta-
bles hardly doconsumptioncases.”
Prior to Wankhede joining, a ma-
jority of the NCB MumbaiZone op-
erations wererelated toraiding fac-
tories producing mephedrone.

In an interview to The Indian
Express in February, Wankhede
had said their strategy was to nip
drugsatalllevels. “Regarding con-
sumers, is consuming legal in the
country?... There is Section 27 of
the NDPS Act... Anybody violating
the Act, we are taking action."

In the Chakraborty case, there
were other question marks too.
One of those arrested, Kshitij
Prasad, associated with Dharmatic
Productions, told the court that
Wankhede had told him to impli-
cate his boss Karan Johar, if he
wanted tobe letoff. Wankhede de-
nied these allegations.

Prasad and Chakraborty are
currently out on bail.

Tobefairtothe officer,once the
Chakraborty case was behind him,
NCB operations helped neutralise
several biggangs. One clue of how
busy Wankhede has been is just
the numbers — the FIR against
Aryan and others was the 94th
registered by the NCB in Mumbai
and Goa(which also comes under
the Mumbai Zone) in 2021;
against 35in2019; 25in2018.

In August this year, Wankhede
and his team got the Home
Minister's medal for “excellence in
investigation”.

Even his bitter critics concede
that Wankhede today has one of
the most enviable networks of in-
formants and has dealt a major
blow to the narcotics network in
Mumbai and Goa.

NCB leader Nawab Malik's
son-in-law Sameer Khan was in-
cidentally arrested by the NCB in
connection with a narcotics case
earlier this year, and got bail last
month, after around six months.

Congress spokesperson Sachin
Sawant says the NCB under
Wankhede is "doing the work of
the BJP government".

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

BJP retains key House panel
posts, Cong’s Tharoor I'T

LIZMATHEW &MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

DESPITE PRESSURE from some
BJP members to replace him,
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor will
continue as chairman of the
Parliamentary  panel on
Information Technology.

Senior BJP leader and former
Bihar deputy CM Sushil Kumar
Modi was appointed chairman of
the Standing Committee on
Personnel, Public Grievances, Law
and Justice, as the committees
were reconstituted over three
weeks after their tenure ended.

All other existing chairpersons
were retained.

The BJP retains chairmanship
of key committees, except Home
Affairs, which will continue to be
headed by Congressleader Anand
Sharma.

Rajiv Ranjan Singh, newly
elected chairman of J]D(U), willbe
the new chairman of the Standing
Committee on Energy. Although
there was some speculation that
there could be major changes in
the panels, both Rajya Sabha

Ministers visit

disputed areas

Pilingkata (Assam): Assam Water
Resources Minister Pijush
Hazarika and Meghalaya Deputy
CM Prestone Tynsong on Saturday
inspected the interstate border ar-
eastosolve the boundary dispute
between the two states. PTI

Rancour in Kerala BJP after organisational shuffle

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER9

RESENTMENT SEEMS to be
brewing in Kerala BJP over nom-
ination of office-bearers to the
party's state and national organ-
isations, a move that has shown
the clout of party's state unit pres-
ident K Surendran and Union
Minister  of  State V
Muraleedharan in party organi-
sational affairs.

On Saturday, senior party
leader Sobha Surendran, who has
been dropped from the national
executive, posted on social me-

dia, “I haven’t gone after any posi-
tions. I strongly believe I had ac-
complished all missions the party
had entrusted me within the last
three decades. We have examples
of several greatleadersinIndiaas
well asin Kerala who have proved
that positions are not required to
work among people...”

On Friday, senior leader A K
Nazir, BJP's most visible Muslim
face in the state, was suspended
from the party after he said that
elections are only a means of rais-
ing funds for BJP in Kerala. “The
partyis collapsing under the pres-
ent leadership. Several senior
leaders, such as C K
Padmanabhan, have been side-

EXPLAINE

Rise after defeat

RECONSTITUTION OF various committees in party's state
unit is seen as a sign that Kerala BJP chief K Surendran has
emerged stronger in the party despite the setback in the
recent Assembly polls, and allegations related to election
funding, including a case of loot.

lined. Workers are resentful over
reconstitution of the state com-
mittee,” Nazir said.

Two weeks ago, state unit
general secretary M T Ramesh
had made a veiled attack on the

rival leadership. On the occasion
of Deendayal Upadhyaya's birth
anniversary, he had said, “He
(Upadhyaya)acted without greed
for personal gains.... Memories of
Deendayal-ji will enable (us) to

regain the forgotten moral con-
sciousness for those basking in
the comfort of power.”

Sources in state BJP said dis-
trict presidents, without alle-
giance to any group, were re-
moved and
Surendran-Muraleedharan duo
filled the slots with their loyalists.
Several senior state BJP leaders,
who are not close to them, have
been sidelined in the reconstitu-
tion of the party organisation, in-
siders said.

“Now all district chiefs, ex-
ceptone, are their nominees,” a
source said. “In the state com-
mittee also, those close to these
two leaders have been made of-

fice-bearers. Sobha was
dropped from the national ex-
ecutive and P KKrishnadas was
demoted from executive mem-
ber to special invitee. These
changes go against the princi-
ple of collective leadership and
cements the impression that
only group loyalty matters in
the party.”

In Wayanad, a few district-
level leaders on Friday quit BJP
over removal of the district pres-
ident, Saji Sankar, who is seen to
have invited the wrath of the state
leadership in the scandal related
tobribing tribal leader CKJanuto
contest as an NDA candidate in
the Assembly polls.

New Delhi

Chairman M Venkaiah Naiduand
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birlamore
or less retained the their compo-
sition.

Newly elected Rajya Sabha
MPs have been nominated to the
reconstituted  committees.
However, their composition
changed, as some of the members
had been inducted into the Union
Council of Ministers in the July 7
Cabinet expansion.

RaviShankar Prasad, whowas
dropped from the Cabinet, has
been accommodated in the
House panel on Finance, headed
by Jayant Sinha, while Prakash
Javadekar and Harsh Vardhan,
also dropped from the Cabinet, are
in External Affairs panel, headed
by PP Choudhary.

The IT committee was caught
in controversy several timesinits
last tenure, with BJP MPs object-
ing to the panel's decisions to
summon Facebook for allegations
against the social media giant on
ignoring hate speeches by some
BJP leaders. During the Monsoon
Session, Dubey had moved a priv-
ilege notice against Tharoor after
the IT panel tried to take up the

controversial Pegasus spyware is-
sue.

Tharoor had also given a no-
tice for breach of privilege against
Dubey, alleging that the latter
made “disparaging remarks” on
social media over his decision to
summon a panel meeting to dis-
cuss alleged “misconduct” of
Facebook.

Congress's Jairam Ramesh will
head the panel on Science and
Technology and Environment,
and Forests and Climate Change.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi remains in the Defence
committee, which is headed by
BJP leader Jual Oram. Ramesh
Bidhuri, BJP MP from South Delhi,
will head the panel on Petroleum
and Natural Gas, Jagadambika Pal
continues to be chairman of
Urban Development panel. B]P
Rajya Sabha member Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe retains chair-
manship of the panel on
Education; Radha Mohan Singh
of Railways committee, and
Sanjay Jaiswal of the panel on
Water Resources.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Uddhav, Rane face-off at
airport inauguration — both
claim credit for project

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER9

ARCHRIVALS CHIEF Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and Union
Minister Narayan Rane took pot-
shots ateach other from the same
dais Saturday as they participated
in the inauguration of Chipi air-
port in Sindhudurg, a project
which both claimed credit for.

While Rane accused a few
Sena leaders of corruption and
tactical stalling of development
projects, Thackeray said after be-
ing held up for years, it was after
the MVA came to power in the
state that the airport had be-
come areality.

Sindhudurg is in the Sena's
Konkan stronghold, and was for-
mer Sainik Rane's bastion.

The inauguration of Chipi
airport was held in a hybrid
mode with Thackeray flagging
off the first flight to Mumbai.
Union Civil Aviation Minister

Thackeray flagged off the
first flight from Sindhudurg
airport on Saturday. Twitter

Jyotiraditya Scindia, from New
Delhi, virtually flagged off the
flight.

Attheairport, Thackeray and
Rane, who were on the dais to-
gether for the first time in recent
memory, did not greet each
other. In August, Maharashtra
Police had arrested the Union
minister for saying that he
wanted to slap the CM.
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ANDHRA PRADESH
HCstalls housing
scheme, callingit
hazardous

Amaravati: The Andhra
Pradesh High Court has
directed the state gov-
ernment to immediately
halt construction of
houses for the poor as
the scheme violated the
rule or law and the
Constitution besides var-
iousrules. It also directed
the state government to
set up an expert commit-
tee to examine a gamut
of issues related to the
scheme, including the
possible health hazards
to beneficiaries, and
elicit public opinion be-
fore proceeding further.
The Court declared as “il-
legal and arbitrary” vari-
ous clauses in three dif-
ferent  government
orders (GOs) relating to
the Pedalandariki Illu
scheme and said they
were “inconsistent with
one another”. PTI

NEW DELHI
Kashmiri Pandit
outfits protest
violencein J&K

New Delhi: More than 150
people gathered at Jantar
Mantar for a protest organ-
ised by several Kashmiri
Pandit  organisations
against the recentkilling of
members of the Hindu
community in the Valley.
"For 32 years, the Kashmiri
Pandits have been suffer-
ing. Across governments,
our interests have been
neglected. The recent
killings are another exam-
ple that noone cares about
us... We request the gov-
ernment to investigate this
matter thoroughly,” said
Sumeer Chrungoo,
President of the All India
Kashmir Samiti and one of
the main organisers of the
protest. On Friday, BJP
leader Kapil Mishra had
endorsed the protest ask-
ing people to gather agai-
nst “Hindu genocide” in
Jammu and Kashmir. ENS

MAHARASHTRA
Womanraped
infront of
husband in train

Mumbai: A 20-year-old
womanwas allegedly sex-
ually assaulted in front of
her husband and co-pas-
sengers inside the moving
Lucknow-Mumbai

Pushpak Express train on
Friday evening. The GRP
officers said that eight
men boarded the train at
astation in Nashik district
and allegedly robbed cash
and valuables from 15 pas-
sengers and physically
abused a woman. Four of
the men were later ar-
rested. The GRP said it is
looking for the four ab-
sconding accused. GRP
Commissioner Quaiser
Khalid said, “Property
worth Rs 96,390 were

Chhattisgarh violence: FIR registered agains

Raman Singh’s son, BJP MP, other leaders

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,OCTOBER9

ANFIR has been registered against
several BJP leaders, including the
son of former Chhattisgarh chief
minister Raman Singh, over a
march taken out on Tuesday by
Hindu organisations defying a
curfew at Kawardha town in
Kabirdham district, leading to vi-
olence. Kawardha hasbeen under
curfew since Monday, with a brief
relaxation given on Saturday.
The march had included
around 3,000 people, seen carry-
ing swords and lathis, through
Kawardha (the district name was
recently changed to Kabirdham).
The FIR filed on Friday, under
sections of rioting, promoting en-
mity between communities and
vandalism, names Raman Singh's

Lawyer writes to
CJI over ‘targeted
killings’ in J&K

New Delhi: ADelhi-based lawyer
has written to Chief Justice of
India NV Ramana to take cogni-
sance of the “targeted killings” of
minorities in Kashmir and direct
the Centre to take steps to ensure
their security.

Inhisletter Saturday, advocate
Vineet Jindal pointed out that
seven civilians, including those
belonging to the Sikh and Hindu
communities, were Kkilled in
Kashmirin five days. “The targeted
killings... has evoked a feeling of
agony, fear and insecurity among
the minorities of Hindu and Sikhs
residing in Kashmir,” it said.

JIndal urged the court to treat
his communication as a letter
PIL. ENS

son Abhishek, BJP Rajnandgaon
MP Santosh Pandey, former MLA
Motiram Chandravanshi, and 10
otherBJPleaders,along with VHP
district head Nandlal Chandrakar.
Raman Singh hasrepresented the
Kawardha Assembly seat several
times. More than 90 people have
beendetained or arrested,on both
sides, since Tuesday’s violence.
According to locals, the issue
started last Sunday, October 3,
with an altercation between two
groups over some green-and saf-
fron-coloured flags. A history-
sheeter was allegedly beaten up
by some Muslim men. After a
fresh row over flags, there was
stone-pelting at alocal temple.
Even as the town was put un-
der curfew, BJP leaders, including
Abishek, Pandey and the others,
tookout the rally on Tuesday. The
FIR says that the mob went on a

Arallywas taken outin

Kawardha on Tuesday despite

acurfew beingin place.
Twitter/@santoshpandey44

rampage, pelting stones at police,
causing extensive damage to
property,and raising communally
charged slogans. More than a
dozen civilians and police person-

nel were injured.

MP Pandey told The Sunday
Express tempers flared up due to
the “anti-Hindu” bias of the ad-
ministration. “Police are free toar-
rest me. However, we are watch-
ing how police are acting only
against the Hindu groups... While
we don't condone violent actions,
it is difficult to control emotions
when anger is high. We are
against the usage of unparliamen-
tary language as well, but under
emotions, these things happen.”

While Mahant Kashyap, a lo-
cal, said they hadn’t seen such
communal tension in decades,
Shoaib Akhtar, the ‘hafiz’ of a
mosque, said police “were unable
todo much”. “I was pulled off my
vehicle and beaten. Police were
just waving their batons and try-
ingtoshooaway the armed men.”

While the BJP hasaccused the

AFTER THE ATTACKS: Security personnel check vehicles in Srinagar on Saturday. Shuaib Masoodi

70 sarpanches, panches resign in J&K district

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, OCTOBER9

AT LEAST 70 sarpanches and
panches have resigned en
masse in three blocks of
Ramban district of Jammu &
Kashmir, upset over allegedly
being sidelined by the adminis-
tration. They submitted their
resignation to their respective
Block Development Council
(BDC) chairpersons Friday.
Official sources said over half
adozen sarpanches and 30-35
panches in Ramsu block, and
nearly 17 sarpanches and panches
in Banihal block have resigned.
Likewise, over adozen sarpanches
and panches have resigned in
Ukhral block, said Ramsu Block
Development Council chairper-
son Shafiq Ahmed Katoch.
Sources said the panches had
been resenting the alleged inter-

MUNDRA DRUG HAUL

ference of the administration in
their functioning for a while.
Minister of State for Rural
Development Niranjan Jyoti's vsit
to Ramsu block’s Krawa pan-
chayat as a part of the Centre's
public outreach programme was
the last straw as the district ad-
ministration invited neither the
local sarpanch nor those of nearly
half a dozen neighbouring pan-
chayats. Many panchayat heads
and members held ademonstra-
tion close to the venue.

OnFriday, they were joined by
more sarpanches and panches
and they all resigned from their
posts. Alleging undue interfer-
ence by the administration, they
also demanded that develop-
ment works up to Rs three lakh
be done through panchayats only.
For nearly a year now, the admin-
istration hasbeeninvolvedin the
tender process, they added.
Sarpanch Ghulam Rasool Mattoo

alleged that they are not allowed
to take part in the tendering
process for projects.

Sarpanches Tanveer Ahmad
Katoch and Mohammad Rafiq
Khan alleged that the promises
made to them by the adminis-
tration have remained on paper.
On the Centre's public outreach
programme, they said the local
administration invites selected
representatives to meet the vis-
iting ministers. "Only one
sarpanch among 12 was allowed
to meet the visiting Minister of
State for Rural Development in
Banihal,” Katoch said.

Meanwhile, District
Panchayat Officer (DPO) Ashok
Singh rushed to Ramsu for a
meeting with the sarpanches
soon after the resignations
reached him. He will hold a sim-
ilar meeting with sarpanches and
panches in Banihal on Sunday.
Ramban district president of J&RK

Panchayat Conference
Mohammad Igbal Katoch con-
firmed the meeting took place.
While the DPO claimed to
have convinced the sarpanches
and panches to withdraw their
resignations, Ramsu BDC chair-
person said more panchayat
members are likely to resign
Monday. "The administration did
not consult even us about the
(minister's) programme,” he said.
Sharing a two-page resigna-
tion letter of the panches and
sarpanches on Twitter, PDP
spokesperson Mohit Bhan
wrote, “55 panches &
sarpanches resign en masse.
Cosmetic normalcy pomp &
show being projected stands
punctured. The government
failed in securing these elected
representatives & neither could
empower them to carry out pub-
lic welfare works.”
WITHPTIINPUTS

NIA conducts searches at multiple locations

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Saturday con-

stolen from the passen- ducted searches at multiple lo-
gers. Of this, we have re- cations in the country in connec-
covered property worth tion with its probe into the drug
Rs 34,200 from the four haul at Mundra Adani Port in
arrested men.” ENS Gujarat last month.
“Searches were conducted in
KANPUR REALTOR DEATH

Chennai, Coimbatore, Vijaywada
at premises of accused [suspects
involved in import of semi
processed talc stones with con-
traband. During searches, various
incriminating documents, articles
and other items have been
seized,” NIA said in a statement.
The case is related to the
seizure of 2,988.21 kg of heroin at
the Mundra Port by the Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) on

September 16.The case was trans-
ferred to NIA on October 6.

The heroin was found in two
containers declared as contain-
ing “semi-processed talc stones”
thatlanded from Afghanistan via
Iran’s Bandar Abbas Port, in the
name of Aashi Trading Company
of Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh.

The NIA said it registered a
case wherein besides sections of
the Indian Penal Code, and

Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS)Act, Section 17
(punishment for raising funds for
terroristact)and Section 18 (pun-
ishment for conspiracy to commit
terror acts) of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act were
also invoked.

The NIA FIR named
Machavaram Sudhakaran, Durga
PV Govindaraju and Rajkumar P
as accused, among others.

Congress government of not be-
ing able to maintain law and or-
der in their state, Congress lead-
ers have charged the BJP with
polarising the situation.

Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik said BJP lead-
ers were being targeted.
“Abhishek Singh and Santosh
Pandey were trying to calm the
situation(at therally)and helping
police. But police instead of find-
ing out the real culprits booked
public figures.”

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said, “Investigation is under
processinKawardha. Ifthe BJPhas
any information, the Leader of the
Opposition is free to share it with
police and action will be taken.”

On Saturday, police released
the names of those detained un-
dersix FIRs, including people from
both communities.

3 ceasefire
violations on
LoC in past
few weeks:
Army Chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELH|, OCTOBER9

THREE INCIDENTS of ceasefire
violation with a direct post-on-
post fire have taken place in the
last few weeks on the Line of
Control (LoC), Army Chief
General M M Naravane said
Saturday. He said way back in
2003 too, suchincidents had spi-
ralled into regular firings, which,
in effect, rendered the ceasefire
agreement ineffective.

Speakingat
the India Today
Conclave,
Naravane
mentioned
that  while
women have
been allowed
in the non-
combat
streams of the
Army, they are
unlikely to be
allowed into the infantry, ar-
moured and mechanised infantry
in the near future.

Talking about the situation
with Pakistan along the LoC, he
said the renewed understanding
tofollow the ceasefire agreement
in February worked till July, but
“from the end of July, these spo-
radicincidents have started again.
Itis again following the pattern of
2003 when it started with one
odd incident, and then rose to as
good as not having a ceasefire.”

He said that over the last
month, “we again see renewed
attempts atinfiltration” and have
foiled “two or three” such at-
tempts. But beyond that too, he
said, “there have been three inci-
dents of proper ceasefire viola-
tion, that is, one post firing at the
other post, mostly in the area of
Shamshabari Range, in North
Kashmir.”

While not linking it to the
changed situation in Afghanistan,
the Army Chief said in the early
2000s, “definitely we had foreign
terrorists of Afghan origin” in
Jammuand Kashmir. “Thereis rea-
son to believe that the same thing
mighthappenonceagain, thatonce
the situation in Afghanistan sta-
bilises, we could see an inflow of
these fighters from Afghanistan”.

General MM
Naravane

i Mumbai Police

summons CBI chief
in phone tapping case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 9

DAYS AFTER the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) sum-
moned Maharashtra Chief
Secretary Sitaram Kunte and
Director General of Police Sanjay
Pande in connection with its
probe into an FIR registered
against former home minister
Anil Deshmukh, the Mumbai
Police on Saturday issued sum-
mons to CBI Director Subodh
Jaiswal in connection with the
phone tapping case.

A senior officer from the
Mumbai Police Crime Branch
said Jaiswal has been sum-
moned by the BKC cyber police
station on October 14. In the past,
ateam from the cyber police sta-
tion had gone to Hyderabad to
record the statement of senior
IPS officer Rashmi Shukla in con-
nection with the case.

The BKC cyber police had reg-
istered an FIR against unknown
persons earlier this year after it
came tolight that some confiden-
tial call recordings, purportedly of
IPS officers lobbying for posts, have

CBI
Director
Subodh
Jaiswal

been leaked. The recordings made
by the State Intelligence
Department when Shukla was its
head eventually made its way to
Leader of Opposition in the state
Assembly, Devendra Fadnavis,
who alleged that Deshmukh was
posting officers based on lobbying.

Jaiswal is a Maharashtra
cadre officer and was the state
DGP before he went on central
deputation. He was eventually
posted as director of CBI, a post
he currently holds.

On Friday, Kunte and Pandey
were to appear before the CBI to
record their statements.
However, there was no clarity
whether they appeared before
the agency. Both did not respond
to calls and messages. Jaiswal,
too, did not respond to calls and
messages seeking his comment
on the summons issued by
Mumbai Police.

First batch of
Afghans return to
Kabul on Iran flight

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBERS

EVEN AS many Afghan nationals
are waiting to get out of the
Taliban-ruled country, a total of
106 Afghans stranded in India
since August 15 returned to their
countryinaspecial flight over the
weekend - the first batch of
Afghan citizens in India who have
gone back on their free will.

These Afghan nationals were
mainly people who had come to
India for business or medical
treatment before August 15 —
when Kabul fell to the Taliban —
and were desperate to go home.

“These Afghan nationals were
inavery difficult situation as their
finances had run out, and did not
even have enough money to pay
for their fooding and lodging,” an
Afghan diplomat told The Sunday
Express. Many of them were also
worried about their family mem-
berswho were in Afghanistan,and
are facing hardship backhome af-
ter the Taliban captured power.

“They were stuck between a
rockand ahard place,” the Afghan
diplomat said, referring to their
dire financial situation in Indiaand
the Taliban-ruled Afghanistan
where the food and medicine cri-
sisis looming large.

As they approached the
Afghan embassy over the last few
weeks and wanted to go home,
the embassy had reached out to
India to allow them to go back on
aflight. But that was taking time.

The Afghan embassy also
reached out to the Pakistan High
Commission in Delhi for visas so
that they return via Pakistan’s land
route. Finally, the Afghan embassy
turned to Iran’s embassy who fa-
cilitated their travel in the Mahan
Air flight, an Iranian airline.

“The Afghan nationals had to
pay for the flight, but they went
back via Tehran,” the diplomat
said. “There are about 1,000 peo-

EXPLAINED

®
Take-off notin
immediate sight

BEFORE THE Taliban
takeover of Afghanistan,
national carrier Air India
and low-cost airline
SpiceJet operated flights
between Delhi and
Kabul. While Air India
operated its last sched-
uled flight to Kabul on
August 15, SpiceJet had
suspended flights last
year during the pan-
demic. These flights
mainly flew medical
tourists, students and
traders as passengers,
while carrying spices and
dry fruits as cargo. Any
potential resumption of
flights depends on India
officially recognising the
Taliban administration.

ple estimated to be in India who
may want to return to
Afghanistan. We are trying to fa-
cilitate as much as possible.”

Several hundred Afghan na-
tionals, who had come to India for
avariety of reasons, are waiting to
return. “We expect more such
flights in the coming weeks for the
return of the stranded Afghans,”
he said.

This comes a month after the
Afghanistan Civil Aviation
Authority under the new Taliban
regime had written to India’s
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) seeking resump-
tion of flights operated by its air-
lines Kam Air and Ariana Afghan
Airline to and from Delhi. The
Indian government is yet to take
acallonthisissue.

Indian Institute of Information Technology,

Patna Main Branch,
Budh Marg, Patna - 800 001

Indian Bank

Reward for leads on six wanted
policemen raised to Rs 1 lakh

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 9

THE KANPUR Police on
Saturday increased the reward
toRs1 lakh each from Rs 25,000
for leads on six policemen, in-
cluding a station house officer,
wanted in the Kanpur realtor
death case.

The policemen, who have
been suspended, were posted
at the Ramgarhtal police sta-
tion in Gorakhpur.

The police said the reward
was increased since the ac-
cused were untraceable. They
raided the houses of the police-
men and detained a few per-
sons for questioning.

The six accused are SHO
Jagat Narain Singh from
Amethi, sub-inspectors Akshay
Kumar Mishra from Ballia, Vijay
Yadav from Jaunpur and Raul
Dubey from Mirzapur, and con-

The policemen,
including an SHO, have
been suspended and
their house raided.
They, however, remain
untraceabale.

stables Kamlesh Singh Yadav
and Prashant Kumar (both from
Ghazipur), said a police officer.
They are accused of assaulting
realtor Manish Gupta during a
hotel raid in Gorakhpur on
September 28. Gupta later suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

The Gorakhpur Police are,
meanwhile, examining footage
of CCTV cameras at the hotel
and hospital where Gupta was
taken. Two days ago, a video
surfaced online and purport-
edly shows Gupta lying uncon-
scious on the floor and later be-

ing taken away by a few police-
men. Police said the video ap-
peared to be of the incident.

A special investigation
team, which is probing the
case, has found that the police
had taken alot of time in trans-
ferring Gupta from a private
hospital to a government one.

The SIT has released the
photographs of the accused.

The Kanpur Police declared
that the informer’s name
would be kept secret and her
security would be their respon-
sibility. People can provide
leads to police on two new cell-
phone numbers.

The police have recorded
the statement of Manish
Gupta’s wife Meenakshi and
his two friends Harveer Singh
and Pradeep Kumar from
Gurgaon, who were with him
in Gorakhpur.

The hotel staff has also been
questioned.

Design and Manufacturing (NITDM), Kancheepuram

(An Institute of National Importance established by Govt. of India)
Melakottaiyur, Vandalur-Kelambakkam Road, Chennai - 600 127, Tamil Nadu, India

FACULTY RECRUITMENT - ROLLING ADVERTISEMENT

Advt.No. IIITDMK/R/1/2021 dated: 26.07.2021

IIITDM Kancheepuram, located at Chennai (25km from airport) invites

online applications for various faculty positions (Professors, Associate

Professors, Assistant Professors Grade | & Il) under four tier flexible

structure for various disciplines.

The applicants must have consistent academic record from reputed

institutions with a commitment to teaching, research and product

development.

For Assistant Professor (Grade | and Grade Il - L 10 & L 11), the

applications received upto 31* October 2021 will be considered for further

evaluation process during the year.

Online application and other details are available at www.iiitdm.ac.in.
Registrar
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BLLAHARAD E-mail :

Phone : 0612-3563581,

p611@indianbank.co.in

DEMAND NOTICE

Patna - 800004. (Borrower)

(Guarantor & Mortgagor)

05.10.2021 till date of repayment.

The notice was sent to you by Speed Post has been returned unserved.

available to the Bank.

order/ decree obtained/to be obtained.
SCHEDULE

Mortgaged Assets

Notice under Sec. 13 (2) of The Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002
Sent on 04.10.2021 by Speed Post / EF483333764IN, EF483333755IN & EF483333781IN
1. Mr/Ms/M/S M/s Infopi Traders , Prop : Mr Kumar Rahul Anand , Machhuatoli ,Kazipur, Patna -800004
2. Mr.Kumar Rahul Anand , S/o Sri Raman Kumar Verma , C/o Mohan Prasad Machhuatoli, Kazipur,

3. Shri Mohan Prasad S/o Late Rewat Mahto, Mohalla - Kazipur, Machhuatoli, Distt - Patna - 800004

Sub: Loan account/s 50204487557 with Indian Bank Patna Main (Erstwhile Allaahabad Bank) branch
You committed default in repayment of loans to the tune of Rs. 3576957 (Thirty Five Lac Seventy Six
Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty Seven only) as on 04.10.2021 with further interest at the agreed rate from

The Bank issued notice under the Act on 04.10.2021 calling upon you to repay the outstanding amount of
Rs. 3576957 (Thirty Five Lac Seventy Six Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty Seven only) as on 04.10.2021.

You are called upon to pay Rs. 3576957 (Thirty Five Lac Seventy Six Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty
Seven only) together with interest from 05.10.2021 till date of payment within 60 days from the date of this
notice failing which Bank will be constrained to exercise its rights of enforcement of security interest as against
the secured assets given in the schedule hereunder. This Notice is without prejudice to any other right remedy

This Notice is without prejudice to any other remedy available to the Bank - including its right to proceed with
the proceedings presently pending before DRT/RO of DRT/DRAT/Court and proceed with the execution of

The specific details of the assets in which security interest is created are enumerated hereunder :

Mortgaged Assets

Boundaries

Registered Mortgage Deed No 5748 dated 19.05.2014 situated at Mauza -
Kazipur, Nayatola, P.S. - Kadamkuan, P.S. No - 04, Tauzi No. 438, Ward
No0.12/17/31, M S Plot No. 875, District - Patna, Ward No. 12/17 Old, 31 New
42, Circle No. 29, Municipal Holding No. 352/296, in the name of Mr. Mohan
Prasad S/o Late Rewat Maht. (Area-111 Kadi)

North [ Ram Pyare Mahto & Ors.

South | PMC Lane

East | H/O Ram Pratap Singh

West | Arya Kanya Vidyalay

Place : Patna
Date : 04.10.2021

Indian Bank (Eartwhile Allahabad Bank)

(Authorized Officer)

New Delhi
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» SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Follow us on W @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of

S.C Railway can be seen on our

National Rail and Transportation Institute (NRTI)

NRTI Campus, Lalbaug, Vadodara, Gujarat-390 004.
Tender Notice
Tender No. NRT1/2021/03
NRTI Invites tender for “Annual Service
Contracts for Providing Catering
Services in NRTI Students’ Mess
including procurement of Raw materials
by the contractor” Estimated cost:
% 9,19,80,000/- Contract Period: 24
months, EMD: X 6,09,900/- Cost of
tender documents: T 1,000/- Last
Date and Time for submission and
Opening of Tender: 01-11-2021-15:00
hrs. and 01-11-2021-15:30 hrs. Tender
document may be downloaded from
NRTIwebsite www.nrti.edu.in. grc-157

website : www.scr.il gov.in

TENDER NOTICE No.114/2021
Dt.08.10.2021

SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS
e-Procurement Tender Notice

The following tenders have been
floated online. Tenderers are
requested to visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in and submit their
offers online. The Tender Description,
Qty, EMD, SD may be seen in website.
Offers submitted manually will not be
accepted. Offers by post will not be
entertained. Tender Closing time is
14.30 hrs of the Due date of the
Tender. “For all indigenous offers,
EMD will be accepted only via online
system as available on

www.ireps.gov.in.”

Tender No. BRIEF DESC.

LH16043 Roof Mounted AC
Package Unit

29.21.1362 |Yaw Damper for WAG9
locos

29.21.1148 |End frame Non Drawing
end Assly

16.21.1274 |3 Yearly overhauling kit

30.21.3628 [Non-Asbestos Based ‘K’
type

30.21.1903 |Battery Box for 110 Volt

75.21.1223 | Vinyl coated Upholstery|
fabric

Note: Due dates of Tender Opening:
SL.No.01 ondt29.10.2021
SL.No.02to 04 on dt.08.11.2021;
SL.No.05ondt:. 22.11.2021:
SL.No.06 on dt:.24.11.2021

SL.No.07 ondt:.25.11.2021

Beside above mentioned tenders there
are other tenders having value below
Rs.25 lakhs. For details, please visit
Railway website above.

Principal Chief Materials
Manager/Secunderabad

E-TENDER NOTICE B

Sr.DEN/LGD acting for and on behalf
of the President of India invites E-
Tenders as mentioned in the below
table Bidders will be able to submit
their original/ revised bids up to closing
date and time only. Manual offers are
not allowed against this tender and any
such manual offer received shall be
ignored.
Contractors are allowed to make
payments (if any) against this tender
towards Tender Document cost and
Earnest money only through online
payment modes available on IREPS
portal like Net Banking, Debit card,
Credit card etc. Manual payments
through Demand Draft, Banker’s
cheque, Deposit Receipts, FDR etc.,
are notallowed.
S.No. 01 Tender No.: 03 Sr.DEN LGD
TPTY 2021-22 Dt.07.10.2021
Description of work: Maintenance
Repairs / Replacement in respect of]
petty works in Residential Buildings
and service buildings in CRS colony for|
the period of One year. Approximate
Cost (3) : 45,98,572.65 Period of|
Completion: 12 months Closing date
and time: 28.10.2021
Website Particulars
www.ireps.gov.in
Notice board location where the tender
notice can be seen: Office of the
Sr.Divisional Engineer, CRS/TPTY
For further Tender Conditions / details
refer the website and for downloading
of Tender Documents, corrigendum,
please visit our website
https://www.ireps.gov.in
Sr.Divisional Engineer,
cws Lallaguda

(Through e- procurement) :L:’,
The following tenders have been
floated through e-Procurement.
Tenderers are requested to visit the
web-site www.ireps.gov.in and
submit their offers. It may be noted that
the offers submitted manually or on
paper will not be accepted. Offers sent
by post are not entertained:
S.No. 01 Tender No.: TMC2020083|
Description: Supply of Pressure
Gauge, Pneumatic Cylinders, valves
etc., for the use of Track machines.
Due date: 29.10.2021
S.No. 02 Tender No.: TMC2020082
Description: Supply of Alternators
and Self Starters for the use of Track
Machines. Due date: 01.11.2021
Issue of corrigendum No.1 to the
following Tender (e-Procurement
Tender Notice)
Tender No.: TMC2020071
Description: Due date of Tender
opening and Annexure attached to the
tender schedule is modified.

PUI

For complete details please refer
www.ireps.gov.in

Dy.Chief Engineer/TM/HQ/
Secunderabad

E-Tender Notice No.ELS/BZA-
eTN-12-2021-22 Dt.08.10.2021

For and on behalf of the President of
India, the undersigned invites E-
Tender for the following work up to
15:00 hours on 29.10.2021.

S.No. 01 Tender No.: B/E.221/TRS/|
RC/453 E-tender No.ELS-BZA-eTN-
12-2021-22 dt.08.10.2021 Name of the|
work: Maintenance of Electrical
assets at Electric loco shed,
Vijayawada for a period of 24 Months.
Period of Completion : 24 Months
Tender Value (%) : 54,67,638/- EMD
(%): 0/- Cost of Tender document () :
0/- Tender closing Date & Time:
29.10.2021 @ 15:00 Hrs.
The prospective tenderers are advised
to visit website www.ireps.gov.in
before the date of Tender closing to note
any changes / Corrigenda for any
tender.

Sr.Divisional Electric Engineer,
A1116 TRS,ELS,Vijayawada

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,

<
S
5
=]

Please visit website at
https://lwww.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Open Tender Notice

Open Tender Notice No. NER-
BSBOSnt-OT-19-2021. "Open
Tenders" through online (E-tendering)
are Invited by Divisional Railway
Manager (Signal & telecom)/ Varanasi/
N. E. Railway for and behalf of the
President of India for the following
works :- SN. 1, Tender Notice No. and
Description of Work NER-
BSBOSnt-OT-19-2021 : Name of
work: - Replacement of overaged
Datalogger at DDP,KPS &TKV (03
station) & upgradation of older version
of IPS of 8 station (LIJ-TRJ) to latest
version of IPS. Details : Approx.
Value : Rs. 2812585.09, Earnest
Money : Rs. 00.00, Cost of Tender
Form: Rs. 00.00, Completion period
4 Months, Tender closing date &
Time : 01.11.2021 up to 15.00 Hrs.
1. Tender Online will be submitted up
to 15.00 Hrs on date 01.11.2021. 2. For
full details and submission of bid kindly
visit the Official website of Indian
railwaysi.e. www.ireps.gov.in
Divl. Rly. Manager (S&T),
CPRO/Sig-42  N.E. Railway,Varanasi
About any p ger amenity
SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955

81 WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

Kota Division

Tender Notice - Civil Engineering
NiT No. - 623/15 Date: 07.10.2021
Sr. Divisional engineer (Coordination),
West Central railway, Kota for and on
behalf President of Union of India
Invites following open E-Tenders.
Tender No.: 136/2021, Description
of work: DHAURMUI JAGHINA
(DUM)-Supply of 15000 litre clean &
potable water per day (for 730 days),
Approx. Cost: 889249.50, Last date
&Time of submission of tender:
15.30 Hrs. on date 29.10.2021,
Tender No.: 137/2021, Description
of work: JAJANPATTI (JJA) - Supply
of clean potable water per day to Rly In
OH tank with contractors own means
(for 02 years), Approx. Cost:
987507.50, Last date &Time of
submission of tender: 15.30 Hrs. on
date 29.10.2021, Tender No.:
138/2021R, Description of work:
KOTA-MTJ Section: River bed
mapping of Br.No: 250 (span
5x30.50m), 343 (span 5x45.72m), 356
(span 16x18.00m) & 494 (span
15x18.29m) under ADEN-SWM &
GGC, Approx. Cost: 4332011.40,
Last date &Time of submission of
tender: 15.30 Hrs. on date
29.10.2021. Bidders are required to
submit bid security declaration in lieu
of Bid security / Earnest Money.
Complete details are available in the
E- tender notice uploaded on the
railway web site www.ireps.gov.in and
also placed on the notice board of the
Sr. Divisional Engineer (Coordination),
DRM Office, West Central Railway
Kota's office. Bidders will be able to
submit their original/revised bids up to
closing date and time only.

Sr. Divisional Engineer (Coordination)
West Central Railway, Kota

PRI bl HT &,
AP T AT I &

@ NORTH EASTERN RAILWA

TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender Notice No.
02 TMC/2021-22 Dated 08-10-2021

On behalf of the President of India,
Executive Engineer/TMC, North
Eastern Railway, Gorakhpur invites the
following work Tenders:-

Schedule Repaireing of UTV-11033 &
UTV-8011 under POH.

S.No.-1, Open Tender No./Due on: 02
TMC-2021-22, Due on: 09-11-2021,
Description of work: Schedule-A
Repairing of UTV-11033 under POH.
Quantity Required: 51 items. S.No.-2,
Open Tender No./Due on: 02 TMC-
2021-22, Due on: 09-11-2021,
S.No.-2, Open Tender No./Due on: 02
TMC-2021-22, Due on: 09-11-2021,
Description of work: Schedule-B
Repairing of UTV-8011, Quantity
Required: 48 items. Place of work: At
TMC/WKS/GKC or any location of
N.E. Railway. Work Period: 06
Months, Estimated Tender Value
(Rs.): ® 12,57,003/-, Earnest Money
(Rs.): Exempted

Note:- 1.0:- The complete information
along with tender document of above
E-Procurement Tender is available in
website on http://ireps.gov.in up to
15:00 hrs. on the due date of tender
closing. 2.0:- Bids other than in the
form of E-Bids shall not be accepted
against above Tenders, For this
purpose, venders are required to get
themselves registered with IREPS
website along with class III Digital
signature certificates issued by CCA
under IT Act-2000. 3.0:- Rates entered
into Financial Rate page and duly
signed digitally shall only be
considered. Rates and any other
financial entity in any other form/letter
head if attached by vendor shall be
straight way ignored and shall not be
considered. 4.0:- Documents being
attached should be signed by the
tenderer on its body. 5.0:- Earnest
Money should be deposited through
online. 6.0:- Tenderers quoting
financial conditions deviating from
tender condition stipulated in tender
document are required to quantify its
implications in financial term duly
enclosing the calculation sheet
supporting with authentic document,
so that the impact of such financial
condition on the offer may be worked
out to decide inter-se-position of offers.
In case tenderer quotes such financial
conditions without quantifying its
financial implications, such tenders/
offers shall be summarily rejected, for
which Railway Administration shall
not entertain any correspondence.
7.0:- Tenderers are requested to read
complete tender document carefully.
8.0:- In case of any difficulty helpdesk
available on the website of IREPS may
be approached.

(i) Executive Engg./TMC- 9794845264

(ii) SSE(TMC)/HQ -9794840293
Executive Engineer/TMC
CPRO/W-203 Gorakhpur

About any passenger amenity complaint
SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955

Do not smoke Bidi/
Cigaratte in train.
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NIT FOR Purchase of Short term Power TE(P)-01/298 dated 08.10.21

MPPMCL intends to invite bids for purchase of Short term power up to 500
MW during 05:00-20:00 hrs for the period from November 21 to February

22
su

DEEP e-bidding portal (www.mstcecommerce.com) & www.mppmcl.com.

Fu
po

MP POWER MANAGEMENT COMPANY LMITED (MPPMCL)
Regd. Office: Shakti Bhawan, Rampur, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh-482008
Office: 0761-2702488, 2661430; Website : www.mppmcl.com

Mob: 425805866, 9425805875

from different Power Utilities/ trader/Generators. The due date for
bmission of bid is 21.10.2021 upto 11:00 Hour. Details can be sought on

rther any corrigendum or other information may be sought from DEEP
rtal ontime totime. CGM (PM), MPPMCL
t

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

OFFICE OF THE TRADE ADVISER & DIRECTOR OF MOVEMENT,

ASSAM HOUSE, KOLKATA, 8-RUSSELL STREET, KOLKATA- 700071

Phone : 033-22298330/31 Fax: 033-22297259

E-mail ID: tadmassam @gmail.com

No. TAE/8/2021/4
REQUEST FOR EXPERESSION OF INTEREST FOR PROVIDING CATERING
SERVICE (CANTEEN MANAGEMENT) AT ASSAM BHAWAN, SALT LAKE,

KOLKATA

The Office of the Trade Adviser & Director of Movement/ Joint Resident Commissioner,
Government of Assam, Assam House, Kolkata, under the Department of General Administration
Department, Government of Assam invites Expression of Interest (EOI) from bidders for
providing Catering Service (Canteen Management) in the Assam Bhawan, Salt Lake, Kolkata.

(1) Technical and Financial Proposals are invited in sealed envelopes from experienced
Catering Service Providers for provision of Catering Services in Assam Bhawan, Salt Lake,
Kolkata.
(2) The last date of submission of bid is 1st November/2021 till 3.00 PM. The Technical Bids
will be opened on 3rd November/2021 at 11.00 A.M. Tender Document can be obtained from
the Office of Trade Adviser & Director of Movements/Joint Resident Commissioner, Assam
House, 8 Russel Street, Kolkata - 700071 during office hours. Interested agencies may also
download the tender document from General Administration Deptt., Govt. of Assam website
https://gad.assam.gov.in. Pre-bid conference will be held in the office of the Trade Adviser &

Director Of Movements/Joint Resident Commissioner, Assam House, 8 Russel Street, Kolkata
on 29th October, 2021 at 2.30 PM.

1)

The proposals should be addressed to:

Trade Adviser & Director of Movements/Joint Resident Commissioner

Govt. of Assam, Assam House,
8- Russel Street, Kolkata- 700071.

Applicants meeting the qualification criteria will be invited for presentation / proposal before the
Selection Committee. Bid Document will be subsequently issued to the short-listed applicants
only.

Janasanyog No. C/6523/21

Sd/-

Trade Adviser & Director Movement/Joint Resident Commissioner

Government of Assam, Assam House, Kolkata

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

e E-Mail: xenphepulwama@gmail.com

JAL SHAKTI PHE DEPARTMENT, DIVISION, PULWAMA

a8y 150 88 e e (i ) il sy 5 ks )

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
E-NIT S. No.53/PHEP/Fresh of 2021-22

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) on Turn-key Basis including free trial run of three months after comple-
tion of all the components of scheme in all aspects and there after maintenance for a period of one year which includes 6 months DLP are invited from
Reputed and resourceful contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of repute in PWD or Equivalent in CPWD/ Railways and other state Governments for
the following works, which should be uploaded on the Procurement web portal http://jktenders.gov.in for the subjected work(s) referred below to be received
by the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Division, Pulwama and as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms and
conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No: 25 double are accepted. The detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be
downloaded on the e-procurement portal http://jktenders.gov.in.
All Bidders have to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money as per the circular of Finance Department (Bid Security

Declaration Form is as per Appendix XII)

The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of contract as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG within 05 Days before

fixation of contract and shall be released after successful completion of work.

Sr.

No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

(¥ in Lacs)

Cost
of TD
(in%)

Time of
IS .

Class of
Contract| A

Accord of

Approval

1

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Nowhar Malpora by way of providing, laying & 17.54
fitting of Gl pipes, including P/F of sanitary items, providing rolling shutters, septic
tank, soakage pit and desilting of structures, electrical/ mechanical works including

installation of 76 No. FHTC's for Nowhar Malpora.

800

(1) Month

B&C

Available

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Nickloora Chowdribagh by way of providing, lay- 21.18
ing & fitting of GI pipes, construction of toilet block including installation of 70 No.

FHTC's for Nickloora Chowdribagh

800

(1) Month

B&C

Available

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Tahab old by way of providing, laying & fitting of 42.51
Gl pipes, including dismantling of CCA Truss over RCC SR, providing RCC jacketing
to existing SR, construction of wooden trusses over existing quarter, providing sani-
tary fitting to washroom, construction of ring type soakage pit and septic tank,
mechanical and electrical works including installation of 299 No. FHTC's for Tahab old

1100

(2) Monti

hs

A&B

Available

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Gadhanjipora by way of Providing & laying of GI 23.36
pipes, construction of anchor blocks, providing jacketing to RCC SR, renovation of
operator quarter and electrical & mechanical works including installation of 141 No.

FHTC's for Gadhanjipora.

800

(1) Month

B&C

Available

Position of Funds: Available; Major Head of Account: Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)

Stal

tus of Technical Sanction:

Vide No. PHEDB/12260-72 Dtd. 03.10.2020, No. PHEDB/22464-71 Dtd. 19.01.2021 & No. PHEDB/22472 Dated: 19.01.2021

The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other
details can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in"as per schedule of dates given below:

Date

Sr. No. Description DD MM YYYY Time

1 Publishing date of NIT 09 10 2021 1600 Hrs
2 Download start date 09 10 2021 1600 Hrs
3 Bid submission start date 09 10 2021 1600 Hrs
4 Bid submission end date 03 1 2021 1600 Hrs.
5 Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 05 1 2021 1000 Hrs.
No. PHEP/3391-3401 For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir.

Dated: 09.10.2021
DIPK-10377/21

Executive Engineer, (JSD) PHE Division, Pulwama,

@

Reference

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

email : phedivisionawantipora@gmail.com
TENDER DOCUMENT
(Technical Bid-Volume-Il)

TOP SHEET

E-NIT S. No. 6th attempt : 102/PHA of 2021-22
:- 5th attempt vide NIT No. 88 of 2021-22 (No response). 4th attempt vide NIT No. 63 of 2021-22 (No response). 3rd attempt vide NIT No. 44 of
2021-22 (No response). 2nd attempt vide NIT No. 32 of 2021-22 (No response). 1st attempt vide NIT No. 28 of 2021-22 (No response).

E- TENDER FOR

JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPARTMENT, DIVISION,AWANTIPOR

ada
a 208

The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other details can

be seen/ downloaded from the  e-procurement Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in” as per schedule of dates given below:-

Sr. Description DATE

No. DD MM YYYY Time

1 Publishing date of NIT 09 10 2021 09:00 AM
2 Download start date 09 10 2021 09:00 AM
3 Bid submission start date 09 10 2021 09:00 AM
4 Bid submission end date 05 11 2021 4:00 PM
5 Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 06 11 2021 11:00 AM

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) on ltem Rate Bas\s |nc|ud|ng the maintenance cost for a period of Three Years which includes

12 months of DLP are invited from Reputed and Firms/C
state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on the P\
by the Superintending Engineer HydI Circle Puylwama H/Q Shopian and as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms and

web portal http:

t Venture of repute in PWD or Equivalent in CPWD/ Railways and other
.gov.in for the subjected work(s) referred below to be recewed

the accused followed Meghwal
to Suratgarh, in neighbouring
Ganganagar district, where he
had gone onanerrand, and ab-
ducted him on his way back.
They allegedly beat him to
death, according to the com-
plaint.

Inder Kumar, SHO, Pilibanga
police station in Hanumangarh,
said: “Prima facie, the motive
appears to be an affairbetween
Meghwal and the wife of one of
theaccused.... OnOctober 7, the
accused, including relatives of
the husband, spotted Meghwal,
and after assaulting him left
him near his home.”

The accused are from Odh
Rajput community, who come
under the OBC category, the
SHO said. “Meghwal's family
has named the woman as one
of the accused. Her husband,
Mukesh, and other relatives
are accused in the case. We
have detained three people
and investigation is under
way,” he said. Both families live
in Prempura village, police
said.

Banwari Lal said, “The ac-
cused had threatened my sona
fewdaysago.” The FIRhasbeen
registered under IPC Sections

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,OCTOBER9

A29-YEAR-OLD man from the
Scheduled Caste (SC) commu-
nity was allegedly beaten to
death in  Rajasthan’s
Hanumangarh district over
what the police believe was an
affair with wife of one of the
accused.

The main accused in the
case hasbeenarrested and four
other accused rounded up,
Hanumangarh police tweeted
on Saturday night. According to
police, preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the accused had
videographed the assault on
the victim, Jagdish Meghwal,
29, which is being circulated
widely on social media.

The FIR, registered on the
complaint of Meghwal's father
Banwari Lal, stated that the ac-
cused had dumped the body
outside the family's home, in
Hanumangarh's Prempura vil-
lage, on Thursday. The FIR
names 11 people, including the
woman with whom the police
believe he allegedly had an af-
fair, as accused in the case.

OnThursday, the FIR stated,

Dalit man beaten to
death in Rajasthan;
main accused held

302 (murder), 365 (kidnapping
orabducting with intent to con-
fine person), 147 (punishment
forrioting), 149 (every member
of unlawful assembly guilty of
offence committed in prosecu-
tion of common object), 120-B
(punishment of criminal con-
spiracy),along with Sections of
SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act.

As the news emerged, op-
position BJP slammed the
Ashok Gehlot-led Congress
state government.

Criticising Congress leaders
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, who have in the
past visited BJP-ruled states to
meet victims of atrocities
against people from SC com-
munities,

BJP state president Satish
Poonia tweeted: “The state has
now come into the category of
top states in terms of atrocities
on Dalits. The incident in
Pilibanga’s Prempura is reflec-
tive of this. Ashok Gehlot ji, stop
this drama of being protectors
of Dalits in other states.
Priyanka Gandhi ji, Rahul
Gandhi ji, do come here some-
times as well to wipe the tears
of Dalits.”

TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

ey NEW CASES: 17,414
ACTIVECASES: 2,31,568

DAYS SINCE

PANDEMIC

UM TOTALVACCINATION: 93,99,15,323
DAILY DEATHS | TOTALDEATHS | WEEKLY CFR | OVERALL CFR
21 4,50,586 | 0.86% 1.34%

: irl.

—

TESTS TODAY: 13,38,799 | TOTAL TESTS: 58,26,51,280
WEEKLY POSITIVITY: 1.48% | OVERALL POSITIVITY: 5.83%

STATES REPORTING MOST CASES

STATE NEW ACTIVE WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES CASES  POSITIVITY  VACCINATION
mKerala 9470 1,13,646 11.93% 3,65,52,552
W Maharashtra 2,486 33,006 1.93% 8,64,30,209
B Tamil Nadu 1,344 16,252 0.97% 5,00,32,799
W Mizoram 950 14,700 15.24%  11,70,085
B West Bengal 776 7,634 2.06% 6,28,36,150
STATES REPORTING MOST DEATHS
STATE TODAY'S TOTAL WEEKLY  OVERALL
DEATHS DEATHS CFR CFR
m Kerala 101 26,252 0.70% 0.57%
H Maharashtra 45 1,43,108 1.59% 2.19%
m Tamil Nadu 14 35,768 1.19% 1.35%
M West Bengal 12 18,894 1.71% 1.21%
W Karnataka 9 37,875 1.16% 1.27%

Note: Data as on Oct 9; vaccination numbers as of Oct 8. Deaths include those from previous days.

Gujarat polls:
Rajasthan

minister gets
Cong charge

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,OCTOBER9

FOUR YEARS since Ashok
Gehlot gave the BJP a scare
in Gujarat as party in-
charge for the state, his
Health Minister Raghu
Sharma has been handed
over the same task as
Gujarat heads to polls in
2022.

Several factors came
into play for Sharma to be
chosen. Unlike in 2017,
Gehlot is now the Chief
Minister. Party sources said
that Gehlot will play anim-
portant role from “back

nd” through Sharma, who
is notentirely known for his
political acumen.

He is a Brahmin and
with the saffron party play-
ingidentity politics, this as-
sumes significance since
Congress needs to get the
optics right. After arriving
in Gujarat on Saturday for
his three-day visit, among
the first things Sharma did
was to pray at Bhadrakali
temple in Ahmedabad.

He has been active in

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL (APS], NEW CANTT, ALLANABAD

Tele No : 0532-2420772, emall : armyscheolalld@gmail.com
School wabsite : armypublicschoolalld.org

Sealed tenders for purchase of Exam Stationary
are invited by 29 Oct 2021. Details of tenders/
guolations ara al School wabsita. PRINCIPAL

nditions of

detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No:- 25 double are accepted. The detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-procurement por-
tal http:/jktenders.gov.in.
The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should be in the shape of e-Challan or Treasury Challan/Receipt in favour Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE)
Department, Division Awantipora.

For

and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir.

Sr.

No.

Name of Work

Estimated
Cost
®in Lacs)

Cost
of TD
(in%)

Time of
Compl-
etion

Class of
Contract

01

[ uccessful testing, of 0.45 Lac gallons SR,0.40 Lac gallons S.R at village Panz00, 0.30 Lac gallons
S.R at Monghama, 0.05 Lac gallons S.R at upper reaches of Rajdar, Construction of chain link fencing at existing S.R at Dankard
Construction of 02 No. Chowkidar Quarter, 02 No. sluice chamber, Chain link fencing, 02 NO. operator quarter, Anchor blocks,

ping of existing S.R to existing pipe network, P/L/fitting of pipes, construction of approach road, Development/
leveling of premises, making of road cuts, Worl of 02 No. gravel packed production wells for
achieving 100% FHTC for WSS Khasipora Paribal (under JJM)including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12
months DLP.

623.620

8500

6 months

Special
Class

)
s

Structural design including safe bearing capacity of soil at OHT site at Lalpora, ion, successful testing, of
040 Lac gallons OHT,P/L/fitting of pipes, construction of 0.20 lac gallons capacity collection sump near OHT Munpora,
Construction of Chowkidar Quarter near OHT site. construction of 02 No. pump house cum operators quarter, construction of
Chain Link Fencing around various structures at two spots Tube well site & OHT site, Construction of Saddle, Thrust & Anchor
Block, brest wallfretaining wall at Tube well & OHT Site, Improvement to old pipe network , Construction of Drainage system , 04
No. Sluice chamber Sluice Chamber, development of premises, Construction of Approach Road Electrical/Mechanical Works &
construction of 02 No. Gravel packed Production well including exploration bore for achieving 100% FHTC for WSS Lalpora
Chatlum (under JJM) including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP.

554.051

8500

5 months

Special
Class

)
3

Structural design including safe bearing capacity of soil at OHT site, testing, 0f0.70 Lac
gallons OHT, Construction of spring protection works, construction of 0.35 lac gallons capacity CWS, construction of pump house
cum operator quarter, chowkidar quartersluice chamber, chain link fencing, anchor block, seperate toilet block, chemical shed
PILfiting of pipes, construction of approach road, Development/leveliing of premises, making of road cuts, P/F of regulatory valves
& Electrical/Mechanical Works | for achieving 100% FHTC for WSS Dadasara (under JJM) including maintenance for a period of
three years which includes 12 months DLP.

458.587

5500

5 months

Special
Class

o
?

Structural design including safe bearing capacity of soil at Elevated S.R near tube well for Gundbal village, construction, success-
ful testing, commissioning, of 0.10 Lac gallons elevated S.R .Completion of 0.20 Lac gallons OHT, Completion of Pump shed cum
operator Quarter & Chowkidar Quarter,P/Lfitiing of pipes, Construction of 04 No. Sluice chamber, Construction of chain-link fenc-
ing including to existing one, C of saddle, thrust & anchor block, Construction of R. wall & B. wall, con-
struction of approach road, Development/ levelling of premises, construction of drainage system, making of road cuts, P/F of reg-
ulatory valves, construction of lavoratory blocks, Construction of pump house cum operator's quarter, Electrical/Mechanical Works
& construction of gravel packed production well for achieving 100% FHTC for WSS Gundbal Androosa  (under JJM) including
maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP.

223441

5500

5 months

Special
Class

)
=]

Structural design including safe bearing capacity of soil at RSFP site & OHT site, testing,
of 0.12 MGD Rapid Sand Filtration Plant incid. PST, 0.35 Lac gallons capacity OHT, P/L/F of pipes, Construction of 0.40 lac gal-
lons Clear Water Sump, Construction of pump house stage ist near offtake, construction of pump house cum operator near RSFP
JOHT, Construction of Protection wall to off take, construction of retaining/ brest wall, construction of chain link fencing, construc-
tion of Transformer bed/DG shed, construction of Sluice chamber, construction of desludging system, surface drain., approach path
near RSFP site, of premises Works for achieving 100% FHTC for WSS Bonibagh Lelhar (under
JJM) including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP.

422.106

5500

5 months

Special
Class

=)
3

Structural design including safe bearing capacity of soil at OHT site at Lalpora, construction, successful testing, commissioning, of
036 Lac gallons OHT,P/LAfitting of pipes, construction of 0.15 lac gallons capacity collection sump near Tube well site,
Construction of 0.06 Lac gallons RSS S.R for Gujjar Basti Construction of Chowkidar Quarter, construction of pump house cum
operators quarter, construction of Chain Link Fencing around various structures at two spots, Construction of Saddle, Thrust &
Anchor Block, Checking of leakages to existing S.R, Up-gradation of road up to OHT & Tube well site, Provision for repairs to exist-
ing pump house Improvement to old pipe net work , 02 No. Sluice chamber Sluice Chamber, ElectricallMechanical Works & con-
struction of 02 No. 125 mm dia machine drilled tube wells at Gujjar Basti for achieving 100% FHTC for WSS Wuyan (under JJM)

including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP..

=)
S

371.596

5500

4 months

Special
Class

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL (APS|, NEW CANTT, ALLAHABAD

Tele No : 0532-2420772, emall : armyscheolalld@gmail.com
School wabsite : armypublicschoolalld.org

Sealed lenders for Purchase of Tablels are

invited by 29 Oct 2021. Details of tenders/
quotations are at School website.

PRINCIPAL
Yy fagataeme™, sermn

Magadh University, Bodh Gaya

faferer =T ( Tender Notice )
iy fovafagare™, sefEn #  Implementation of College
Automation System T &Y IR USHA FHHH/RH/HE H
e M &q E-tender STHE™ &1 e © | fw@ht fafyr 25.10.21 7
T R o ffaw ® o FRU SAd R R W iR
fervafagaem #1 U T forga SR wd uey favafagEes &
Je@rEe www.magadhuniversity.ac.in ¥ 9 RFa1 ST HeRar 1
fferet  https://etenderinstitutions.com/INSTITUTIONS W
feReT ST TeReT 1

Registrar, Magadh University

P/L/fiting of pipes, testing & of 0.50 lac & 0.10 Lac gallons S.R, Construction of spring
protection, Construction of chowkidar quarter, construction of clear water sump, construction of chain link fencing, construction of
pump house cum operator quarter, Construction of approach road, improvement to old existing system, Leveling, turfing & beauti-
fication of premises, P/F of regulatory system, restoration of road cuts, & Electrical/Mechanical Works for achieving 100% FHTC
for WSS Syed Abad Seer (under JJM) including for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP...

334.934

5500

4 months

Special
Class

Providing laying and fitting of pipes, construction of collection sump cum inlet channel, construction of chain link fencing, sluice
chamber and construction of anchor blocks for achieving 100% FHTC for WSS Pastuna Rajpora under JJM including maintenance
for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP..

331.392

5500

4 months

Special
Class

¢ , successfultesting, 0f 0.65 Lac gallons SR, Gonstruction of Chowkidar Quarter, construction of sluice cham-
ber, Chain-iink fencing, Pump house cum operator quarter, Anchor blocks, P/LIfiting of pipes, construction of approach road,
Development/ leveling of premises, ion of gravel packed production well for achieving 100%
FHTC for WSS Nun Nag Rathsun (under JJM) including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP

241.940

5500

3 months

Special
Class,
AYY
Class

Structural design including safe bearing capacity of soil at RSFP site, 0f 0.10 MGD
RSFP, construction of Staff quarter, Collection chamber at Gamraj, chain link fencing , chemical sheds, P/L/itting of pipes, con-
struction of approach road, P/F of regulatory valves, & construction of R-wall for achieving 100% FHTC for WSS Aripal Tral Via

Monghama (under JJM) including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP.

testing,

170.342

2600

3 months

AYY
Class

c testing g, of 0.50 Lac gallons capacity Collection Sump/S.R, construction of pump house
cum operator, construction of chain link fencing, Construction of sluice chamber, P/LIF of pipes, Electrical/Mechanical Works &
Construction of gravel packed production well for achieving 100% FHTC for WSS Bagow Mohalla (under JJM) including mainte-
nance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP..

163.420

2600

3 months

AYY
Class

Position of Funds:-

Available;

Major Head of Account: Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
Position of AAA :- Accorded

No:

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir.

-PHE/AWP/4854-73

Dated:- 08.10.2021

DIPK-10274/21

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,

(JSD) PHE Division Awantipora,

politics since his youth and
is known to be assertive
when needed. “This will
help him connect with
youthleaders such as Hardik
Patel and Jignesh Mevani,” a
party leader said.

Onbeing handed the re-
sponsibility in the home
state of the Prime Minister
and the Home Minister,
Sharma said that “the chal-
lenge should be tough. And if
you find a way through that
challenge, that is with your
hard work.”

College halts
plan to name
park after

Stan Swamy

Bengaluru:The manage-
ment of a private au-
tonomous college in
Karnataka has postponed
its decision to name one of
its parks after Jesuit priest
and tribal rights activist
Father Stan Swamy follow-
ing opposition from
Hindutva outfits which

have threatened to

stage a protest.

G.B. Pant National Institute

/D

of Himalayan Environment (NIHE)
Kosi-Katarmal, Almora - 263 643, Uttarakhand

Rev Fr Melwin
Joseph Pinto, Rector
of St Aloysius institu-
tions and Vice-

TENDER NOTICE No. - GBPNIHE/2021-22/12

Institute premises.

http://gbpihed.gov.in.

Director, G.B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment,
Kosi-Katarmal, Almora, Uttarakhand invites sealed Tenders for
auction of unserviceable Equipments. The date of receipt of the
sealed tenders is 18.10.2021 at 2:30 pm by only Registered/
Speed Post/Courier and the tender will be opened on
18.10.2021 at 3.00 P.M. The Equipments may be seen in any
working day from 10.00 A.M to 1.00 P.M. up to 13.10.2021 at

The full details of tender are available in the Institute Website

Office Superintendent (Store)
Email: Store@gbpihed.nic.in

President of the
Mangalore Jesuit
Educational Society,
said they have
shelved the plan.
VHP leader Sharan
Pumpwell said
Swamy was an “ur-
ban Naxal” whowas
arrested under the
UAPA for his alleged
role in the Bhima-
Koregaon

New Delhi

violence. ENS
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ON MARCH 15, BJP Lashmipur Kheri MP Ajay
Kumar Mishra shared an unstarred question
with the Congress’s Tiruchirappali MP, Su.
Thirunavukkarasar. The question, marked to
then Minister of Culture Prahlad Singh Patel,
read: “Whether it is a fact that heavy dam-
age has been caused by [farmer] protesters
and many priceless antiquities and precious
items... have been damaged and missing dur-
ing the attack on the Red Fort on 26th
January,2021.”

Days later,on March 24, Mishra asked an-
other unstarred question, this time of the
Electronics & Information Technology
Minister: “Whether the Government is con-
templating to make any stringent law against
the persons who were spreading propa-
ganda on social media against the country
and inciting violence in the name of farmers
agitation....”

The two Parliament questions, along with
a recent video of Mishra, now the Minister
of State for Home in the Narendra Modi-led
Cabinet, where he is seen threatening farmer
protesters, offer early clues to the tension that
had been steadily building up — until it blew
up on October 3, when a convoy of cars, in-
cluding one owned by Mishra, ploughed into
a group of farmer protesters, killing four of
them. In the violence that followed, the min-
ister’s driver and two BJP workers were
killed. A journalist was also among those
who died.

The spiralling chain of events since then
— the nationwide outrage over the killings,
the Congress hitting the ground to take on
the BJP over the killings, the filing of an FIR
against Mishra’s son Ashish alias Monu, and
the Supreme Court taking suo motu cog-
nizance — have put the spotlight on
Lakhimpur Kheri and its two-time MP, Ajay
Kumar Mishra.

‘Teni Maharaj’ to two-time MP

Mishra, 61, who started his political ca-
reer in the Lakhimpur Kheri Zila Parishad in
2010 before becoming a BJP office-bearer
and later district general secretary, was
elected MLAin 2012.1n 2014, he was elected
to the Lok Sabha and re-elected in 2019.

Nicknamed "Teni Maharaj” — the ‘ma-
haraj’ a nod to his upper-caste status —
Mishra had a political mentor in Patel
Ramkumar Verma, a BJP Kurmi leader and
former Nighasan MLA, who, in 2012, briefly
moved to the BSP. With Verma away in the
BSP, Mishra contested that year’s election on
a BJP ticket from Nighasan — and won.

“That was the moment he became a star
for the BJP as Nighasan was the only seat the
BJP won in 2012 from among Lakhimpur
Keri’s nine Vidhan Sabha seats,” says a sen-
ior Samajwadi Party leader, adding that this
win later paved the way for a Lok Sabha seat
for Mishra.

“Because he was the only BJP MLA in the
district, he was given a ticket for the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections. And such was the Modi
wave that election that even if the BJP had
fielded a statue, it would have won. There are
many such MPs here — they are not known
beyond their districts or even beyond their
villages,” says a senior Congress leader in
Lakhimpur Kheri.

Mishra’s win broke an established tradi-
tion of Lakhimpur Kheri sending Kurmi can-
didates to Parliament. He was the first
Brahmin to win from the seat — since 1962,
the seat has had at least nine MPs from the
OBC community.

Despite being a two-time MP, Mishra
was never on the party’s national scene un-

THE SUNDAY PROFILE

MEET THE

MISHRAS

With the Lakhimpur Kheri case turning into a political hot button issue ahead
of the UP elections next year, the spotlight is on Ajay Kumar Mishra, the Union
MoS whose son now faces a murder case. ASAD REHMAN traces Mishra’s
journey — from the ‘Teni Maharaj’ who settled village disputes to the two-time
MP who found a spot in the Union Cabinet as the sole Brahmin face from UP

til his surprise selection to the Union
CabinetinJuly. BJP leaders in the state admit
that he wasn’t too active in state politics ei-
ther, confining himself largely to Lakhimpur
Kheri, having consolidated his hold over the
region through the cooperative sector.
Mishra was vice-chairman of the District
Cooperative Bank Ltd in Lakhimpur Kheri
from 1999-2002.

Anenduring question about Mishra’s po-
litical career is how this largely local Kheri

An enduring question about
Mishra’s career is how this
largely local politician, who had
never been a minister even in
UP, was catapulted to the Union
Cabinet ahead of more known
Brahmin leaders. “Kisi ko nahi
pata kaise hua,” says a BJP leader

[llustration: Suvajit Dey

politician, who had never been a minister
even in UP, was catapulted straightaway to
the Union Cabinet. In the Modi government’s
July Cabinet expansion, Mishra surprised
many when he was picked as the sole
Brahmin face from UP, ahead of other known
heavyweights from the community.

“Kisi ko nahi pata kaise hua (No one knows
how it happened),” says a Lakhimpur Kheri
BJP leader on Mishra’s induction into the
Union Cabinet.

Popular in his village

In Nighasan block and Banveerpur,
Mishra’s ancestral village that is around 100
km from the district headquarters, the slo-
gans are everywhere: “Nighasan janta ki
pukaar, Monu bhaiyya ab ki baar.”

The slogans are an unabashed claim for
an election ticket for Ashish, Mishra’s
younger son who now faces a murder FIR in
the October 3 case. But the events of the past
few days have only served to strengthen the
kinship the villagers share with Mishra and
his family.

“Teniji (Mishra) has always been around
in times of crisis. He intervenes in land dis-
putes and settles them,” says pradhan Akash
Mittal, 32, who won the recent panchayat
polls as an Independent candidate.

Villagers say Mishra’s father Ambika
Prasad settled in the village after migrating
from Kanpur in the 1950s. Both Prasad, who
died around 15 years ago, and Mishra’s
elder brother Umesh have been pradhansin
the past.

Mishra, who holds BSc and LLB degrees
from Christ Church College and DAV College
in Kanpur, is married to Pushpa Mishra.
Besides Ashish, a BSc graduate, the couple
have two other children — Abhimanyu, 37,
a doctor who runs a clinic in Lakhimpur
Kheri, and daughter Rashmi, who works as
a clerk at the Lakhimpur Kheri Urban
Cooperative Bank.

According to his election affidavit filed for
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, Mishra’s movable
assets, excluding his wife’s, are worth 1.93
crore and immovable assets are worth
Rs 1.20 crore. The family owns two homes
and a rice mill in Banveerpur village, a two-
storey bungalow in Lakhimpur Kheri, and
two petrol pumps. Mishrais the third of four
brothers, with the eldest, Umesh Mishra, and
the youngest, Vijay, in the business of food-
grain supplies.

Over the last few days, there have been
accusations, including by BKU leader Rakesh
Tikait, of how Mishra allegedly made his
early money by dealing inillegal business ac-
tivity in Nepal — his village in Lakhimpur
Kheri is merely 15 km from the border.

Mishra, however, dismisses these as
“false allegations” being spread by his detrac-
tors because of the “social work” he does in
the region.

According to Mishra’s affidavit filed for
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, a criminal appeal is
pending before the Allahabad High Court in
a murder case filed against him in 2000,
when he was accused of killing Prabhat
Gupta, a Samajwadi Party youth worker. In
February 2018, the HC had reserved the judg-
ment in the criminal appeal.

The village of 9,000 people, mostly of
Rana community members (who fall in the
general category but are seeking SC status),
also has a few Sikh homes on the periphery.
Villagers insist that the MP shares a cordial
relationship with the community. “Around
one year ago, houses of some Sikh families
were marked as forest land by the Forest
Department. They came to Teniji, and he told
them to go home, not worry. And the issue
was sorted,” says Paikarma Prasad, a farmer.

Baljinder Singh, who is working on his
farmin the neighbouring village, says, “There
has never been any issue with the MP. We
have invited him to all Sikh weddings... He is
a popular figure here.” Singh refuses to talk
any further.

INPUTS BY HARIKISHAN SHARMA
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14

The strength of India’s first
Council of Ministers, which took
oath on August 15,1947, led by
PM Nehru. Sardar Patel, the
Deputy PM, held the most
ministries (Home, I&B, and
States). There was no MoS.

78

The strength of the current
Council of Ministers, headed by
PM Narendra Modi. It includes
30 Cabinet ministers, two
Ministers of State (Independent
Charge),and 45 MoS.

15%

The cap on the number of Union
ministers, as share of strength of
the Lok Sabha. The A B Vajpayee
government had brought in this
limit. Incidentally, the largest
Council, of 81, so far was also
under Vajpayee, in 2003.

32 years

According to the publication
‘Council of Ministers 1947-2015’,
by the Lok Sabha Secretariat, this
is how long Jagjivan Ram served
as Cabinet minister — between
1947 and 1979, barring 1 month
and 26 days — the longest.

5 days

The time for which Justice (retd)
HRKhanna served as minister in
1979, under PM Charan Singh —
the briefest. During Emergency,
Justice Khanna had dissented to
uphold fundamental rights.
HARIKISHAN SHARMA
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BETTER ‘MULAQAT'

SANTOSH UPADHAYAY
DG (PRISONS), ODISHA

“Prisoners suffer because of
the delay in trials, release etc”

‘Seeing family,
advocates... helps
prisoners feel
better, healthy’

In Odisha, inmates in two
central jails can now see
and speak to their visitors
during mulaqat hours as
they speak over an
intercom, separated by two
glass barriers. The facility
was inaugurated on
October 2

AISHWARYA MOHANTY

What prompted this

initiative?

Around 20-30 jails in Odisha
are from the pre-Independence
era. At that point, prisoners were
deliberately separated from rela-
tives to avoid eye contact. But the
new manual, enforced last year,
prescribes toughened glass or two
iron grille meshes so that there is
visibility of up to 80%... We have 15
intercoms in Bhubaneswar jail and
15 in Berhampur for this facility.

Did you seek inputs from
other states which have
implemented this?

No, but there is an all-India DG
Prisons conference soon, where
we will discuss the best practices
of jails across the country.

How do you think this
initiative helps prisoners?
Prisoners often suffer mentally

and psychologically because of the
delay in trials, release etc. These
problems were aggravated during
the pandemic, but we started an
E-mulaqat. These physical meet-
ings, where they can see their fam-
ily members, advocates etc will
help them feel better, mentally
and emotionally,and will also help
their overall health.

How has the response
been?

It has been phenomenal. It
gives a sense of satisfaction to the
prisoners as well as family mem-
bers... There is a feel-good factor.

Are there extra security
arrangements?

No extra security arrange-
ments have been made. There will
be the usual security staff to keep
a watch. Also, we will ensure that
only three people at a time are al-
lowed to meet a prisoner.

In the heart of malaria country

GARGIVERMA
EDESMETTA (BIJAPUR)

SILCATATI, 31, contracts malaria every year,
at least once, sometimes more often. The
resident of Khadiapara, in hard-to-reach
Edesmetta — a village nestled in the hills,
with the closest motorable road 15 km away
— Tati says she gets high fever and shivers
through the night for at least three days,
each time. Of the 25 families in her para, or
locality, every house has a similar malaria
story, and each has devised “own ways” to
deal with it. Medical intervention, still
sparse, only started reaching the village af-
ter the start of the ‘Malaria Mukt Bastar’
campaign in 2020.

Malaria is one of the biggest killers in
Chhattisgarh, with some of the blocks of
Bastar district the worst-hit in the country.
Even security forces battling Naxals are vul-
nerable to the disease. In India, it is at places
like Edesmetta where the first-ever vaccine
for malaria, now a possibility after the WHO
nod, can prove a game-changer.

Once the monsoon starts, hardly any
week goes by without malaria striking, say
villagers. In September 2019, twins born to
Soma Punem died a month after their birth
following high fever. “They were sick for a

A LETTER FROM
BIJAPUR |
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few hours before they died. We couldn’t even
take them to the health centre,” Punem says.
While the infants were never tested, their
symptoms were too familiar for Punem to be
inany doubt.

With the Gangaloor Health Centre 15 km
and two hills away, very few villagers make
it there. Tati says they have devised alterna-

Villagers at Edesmetta, where almost everyone has had malaria at least once. “Who
likes feeling sick?” says one of them. Gargi Verma

tive “healing” methods such as drinking hot
indigenous liquor, getting bitten by a local
red ant known as Chapra, and consuming
barks of specific trees from the jungle
around. “Only when things get serious do we
trek to the health centre,” says her husband
Budhru. Those who can’t walk or have
passed out are taken on a cot or a basket.

The Malaria Mukt Bastar campaign has
already made some difference. In Bijapur, be-
tween the first and second phase of the pro-
gramme, there was a decline of 71.3 per cent
in cases.

National Health Mission Director
Priyanka Shukla says the Annual Parasite
Incidence (malaria cases per 1,000 per an-

num) fell from 5.21in 2015 to 1.17 in 2020 —
under an eradication programme that
pushes not just preventive measures like dis-
tribution of mosquito nets but also ensures
testing of asymptomatic carriers along with
hotspots and active cases. “We call it passive
testing, to root out the parasite from an area
and reduce the recurrence of the disease. Our
ground teams go in periodically and conduct
mass testing,” she says.

But the challenges are many, Shukla ad-
mits, starting from ensuring that tribal fam-
ilies make sleeping under mosquito nets a
habit. “We saw that villagers would not use
the nets if these were given packed, so our
ground staff is now directed to give the nets
after opening them, and to conduct regular
checks to see the villagers are using them.”

In Edesmetta too, every house has a mos-
quito net, but few use it. Villagers say while
anganwadi workers seldom visit, doctors
have been coming sporadically for the past
two years. “They come in the months of
August and September and give us tablets.
Sometimes, they conduct blood tests and
give us mosquito nets,” Budhru says, adding,
“They always say they will come every week
but they don’t. So after their visit, if someone
falls ill, we have to trek to the Gangaloor
Health Centre.”

Tati’s eyes light up hearing there could

New Delhi

Come monsoon, Chhattisgarh’s Bastar lives in dread of the fever that leaves them battling
death. With hard-to-reach villages and sparse medical centres, a vaccine lights hope

soon be a vaccine for malaria, thus ending
her yearly bouts with it. Camps for other vac-
cines are regularly held at the marketplace
in Gangaloor.

Tati is ready to even volunteer for the vac-
cine. “The disease breaks my body and I am
left feeling weak for days even after the fever
has subsided. Who likes getting sick every
week?” she says.

However, there are many hurdles along
the way. Approved by the WHO only last
week, with the India timeline unclear, the
vaccine is essentially meant for children. To
be effective, four doses must be adminis-
tered starting at the age of five months,
which could pose logistical problems in far-
flung regions like Edesmetta, where even
the completion of the course of chloroquine
to treat malaria is a complex task for the
medical team.

Admits a health worker at the Gangaloor
centre, “We tell the villagers to complete
the course, but the minute their fever drops,
they stop taking the medicines, leading to
complications and severe recurrence of the
disease.”

Shukla says she can’t comment on the
strategy yet as they know little about the vac-
cine modus or efficiency. But, in the fight
against malaria, she says, “a vaccine will def-
initely help”.
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The concept of law and order
has a different meaning in
Uttar Pradesh whose chief
minister is Mr Adityanath.

Thereis alaw —itis
Mr Adityanath’s law, not
Indian law. There is order, in
fact, multiple orders — they
are Mr Adityanath’s orders,
not lawful orders. The police
maintain law and order —

Whose law, whose order?

THE WORDS ring loud and clear, lofty, al-
most dramatic: We, The People of
India....... Give to Ourselves This
Constitution. And we gave toourselves the
Constitution inorder to securetoall,among
other objectives, Liberty and Fraternity.
The Preamble to the Constitution of
India must be made compulsory reading
for every Officer, Minister, Chief Minister
and Prime Minister. Each one took an
oathunder the Constitution. His/her first
obligation must be to secure Liberty and
promote Fraternity. To enable them to do
so, we created a Parliament (for India)
and a Legislature (for each state). We
tasked the state Legislature to make laws
on ‘public order’ and ‘police’ and tasked
both Parliament and the Legislature to
make laws on ‘criminal law’, criminal
procedure’ and ‘preventive detention’.

THE PEOPLE’S
COMMANDS

We created an Executive to imple-
ment the laws. We put a check on the
Executive’s powers by incorporating the
‘fundamental rights’ of citizens and cau-
tioned them that

“No person shall be deprived of his life
or personal liberty except according to pro-
cedure established by law.”

We commanded the Executive to ob-
serve that

“No person who is arrested shall be de-

arrest nor shall he be denied the right to
consult, and to be defended by, a legal prac-
titioner of his choice.”

We further commanded the
Executive to observe that

“Every person who is arrested and de-
tained in custody shall be produced before
the nearest magistrate within a period of
twenty-four hours of such arrest......and
no such person shall be detained in custody
beyond the said period without the author-
ity of a magistrate.”

The exhortations were like Robert
Burns’s “the best laid schemes of mice
and men”. Our fault was we did not take
into account the state of Uttar Pradesh!

FIRST TRAGEDY, THEN
COMEDY

The tragic incident in Lakhimpur
Kheri left eight people dead — four farm-
ers run over by an SUV and four others
in the violence that followed the death
of the farmers. It is natural that political
leaders will attempt to go to the village
and meet the families of the victims.
They have every right to do so because
that is what we understand by Liberty.
Fraternity is empathising with the griev-
ing families.

Ms Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, a general
secretary of the Congress, was traveling
to Lakhimpur Kheri when she was
stopped near Sitapur. Some facts con-

She was told that she was being arrested
under Sec 151 of the Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC). She was hustled into a po-
lice vehicle by male police officers. She
was detained at the PAC guest house un-
tilthe evening of Wednesday, October 6.
In the intervening 60 hours,

B Ms Vadra was not informed of the
grounds of arrest;

W she was not served with a memo-
randum of arrest and her signature was
not taken onit;

M she was not produced before a ju-
dicial magistrate;

M she was not given a copy of the FIR,
ifany;

M she was not allowed to meet her
legal counsel who was at the gate for
hours; and

M she was told on Tuesday, October
5, that she had been charged under
Section 151 of the CrPC and Sections 107
and 116 of the Indian Penal Code.

[ have lost count of the number of pro-
visions of law that were violated. If you have
theintellectual curiosity, please get hold of
copies of the Constitution, the CrPCand the
IPC and look at Articles 19, 21 and 22;
Sections 41B,41D, 46, 50, 50A, 56, 57, 60A,
151, particularly sub-section(2),and 167 of
the CrPC; and Sections 107, 116 of the IPC.

IGNORANCE OR
IMPUNITY?

Pradesh whose chief minister is Mr
Adityanath. There is a law — it is Mr
Adityanath’s law, not Indian law. There
is order, in fact, multiple orders — they
are Mr Adityanath’s orders, not lawful or-
ders. The police maintain law and order
— Mr Adityanath’s law and Mr
Adityanath’s orders.

Let’s take the last pearl of police wis-
dom — the charges. Thereis nooffence con-
tained in Section 151 of the CrPCand hence
noone can be ‘charged' under that section.

Sections 107 and 116 of the IPC relate
to abetment. They cannot be stand-alone
charges. The charge of abetment has
meaning only if the police name the per-
sonwhowasabetted or the crime that was
abetted. No one in the police seems to have
noticed this crucial lapse. The charge, as it
stands, is ludicrous.

The only explanation can be thateither
the UP Police does not know the
Constitution or the laws (meaning, igno-
rance) or the UP Police does not care a
damnabout the Constitutionand the laws
(meaning, impunity). Either explanation
casts a dark shadow on the UP Police that
has several officers of DGPrank. From high-
ranking police officers to humble consta-
bles, they deserve a better reputation. More
thananything, the 23.5 crore population of
UP deserves a better police force.

Freedom is not swept away by a
tsunami. It is eroded by the waves that re-
lentlessly pound on its edges. Umbha
(Sonbhadra), Unnao-1, Shahjahanpur,

Mr AdiFyan ath’s law and tained in custody without being informed, cerning the interdiction are not disputed: It seems to me the concept of law and Unnao-2, NRC/CAA, Hathras and now
Mr Adltyanath’s orders as soon as may be, of the grounds for such It was at 4.30 am on Monday, October 4. order has a different meaning in Uttar Lakhimpur Kheri, can you see the waves?
. : g charge. But with the G-23 group deter-
lnSIde mined to field a rival candidate, this op- She B I.
3 p
€ baads anda 1;

TRACK = &
f:(J(JMlKAP(J(JR'QET?_,.EF-‘?T

PANDORA’'S BOX

THE NEW Parliament House is to have a
Lok Sabha chamber which can seat 772.1t
isintriguing how this precise figure was ar-
rived at considering that the present Lok
Sabha can barely accommodate all 543
MPs. The government'’s calculation, on the
basis of which the figure has been provided,
is on the assumption that the numbers of
parliamentary constituencies willincrease
dramatically once the freeze oninter-state
delimitation of seats is lifted in 2026.

The concept of equal number of vot-
ers for each parliamentary constituency
has long been contentious. States such as
Kerala and Tamil Nadu argue that they get
penalised due to their successful family
planning programmes while high-popu-
lation states such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Rajasthan increase their political clout
(astheir population translates to a higher
number of seats). Since 1971, parliamen-
tary constituencies have been frozen re-
gardless of huge disparities in population.
If delimitation takes place in 2026 on the
basis of the 2021 Census, it will open a
Pandora’s box. Especially since BJP-ruled
states in the north will be the ones getting
a greater say in who rules the country.

MISSION INCOMPLETE

After his humiliating ouster as Punjab chief
minister, Amarinder Singh visited Delhi to
meet Home Minister Amit Shah. The spec-
ulation was that Singh might join the BJP
or working out an alliance. Actually Singh
met Shah not to discuss politics but to con-
vey allegations against Congress state chief
Navjot Singh Sidhu, which he felt the
Central government should pay heed to.
Shah referred Singh to National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval. The latter, however, was
hesitant toact on the basis of the informa-
tion provided. A maverick Sidhu would in-
cite more controversy and trouble, he felt.

NATH IN RUNNING?

Rahul Gandhiis reluctant to hold an elec-
tion for party president though he re-
signed after the Congress’s 2019 general
election defeat. Gandhi does not want to
take charge at this low pointin the party’s
fortunes. Also, the present Congress pres-
ident’s term ends in December 2022.
Gandhi contemplated installing one of his
lightweight favourites to take temporary

tion has become untenable. The high
command is now reportedly considering
appointing Kamal Nath as a stopgap pres-
ident. Nath, who had gone to the US for
medical consultation, met the Gandhis on
his return. He fits the bill in many ways.
He is an experienced old hand and a loy-
alist, who, at 74, is unlikely to pose a chal-
lenge to the Gandhis’ suzerainty. If not
Nath, then the party may opt to simply
brazen it out with an interim president.

CHAIN REACTION

When Jyotiraditya Scindia was sworn in
asa Cabinet minister in the Modi govern-
ment reshuffle in July, he hoped to reclaim
27, Safdarjung Road, the bungalow in
Lutyens Delhi where he spent most of his
life. The Type 8 ministerial bungalow was
first allotted to his father, Madhavrao
Scindia, during Rajiv Gandhi’s tenure in
the 1980s and remained with the family
till 2019, when Jyotiraditya was defeated
from the Guna seat. Since Ramesh
Pokhriyal, who occupied the house sub-
sequently, lost his ministership in the re-
cent reshuffle, Scindia assumed it would
be easy for him to move back. But three
months later, Scindia is still waiting be-
cause some ex-ministers refuse to shift to
‘lower-status’ bungalows.

The CPWD plan was that Pokhriyal
would move to a Type 7 bungalow cur-
rently occupied by former ministerof state
Jayant Sinha, who was expected to move to
aType 6. However, Sinha’s wife refused to
budge, citing the example of Rajyavardhan
Rathore, also a former MoS, who still oc-
cupies a Type 7 bungalow. The Urban
Development Ministry’s explanation that
Rathore had a superior claim since he had
been an MoS with Independent charge,
unlike Sinha, fell on deaf years.

RATIONALIST YOGI

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
from the US, finally gave the go-ahead to
Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath to ex-
pand his Cabinet, Adityanathimmediately
did so, though it was the period of pitru
paksha, when Hindus pay homage to the
dead and traditionally no new work is
started. But Adityanath is not constrained
by the taboos that many of his predeces-
sors followed unquestioningly. Whether
itwas the so-called jinx on UP CMs visiting
Noida, staying overnight at the circuit
house in Agra, or being served food dur-
ingalunareclipse in Varanasi, Adityanath
hasignored the doomsday predictions. UP
residents attribute his rationalist streak
to the fact that he is the head of the
Gorakhnath math, whose rituals are dif-
ferent from traditional Hindu customs.

SAID
SHALINILANGER |

shalini.langer@expressindia.col
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the father and us all

IT WAS a bus full of irrepressible
teenagers, exhausted by the demands of
high school, overfed on much-shared
Mills & Boons, tired of the tedium of a
small town — one of those “chhote, chhote
sheher”, with their “khaali, bore dopeher”
that Gulzar would describe years later.
That morning though, simple eloquence
such as this would have been lost on us.
Rushing to our school bus stops, tumbling
onto the bus, crowding at the back, chat-
tering incessantly, squealing at intervals,
unmindful of a formidable teacher occu-
pying the front row, we were still swoon-
ing from a very, very unsubtle bit of
cheesy charm we had witnessed the pre-
vious evening.

On our TV sets with their patchy re-
ception, three episodes into his television
appearance as an Army Commando-in-
making, in the very earnestly made Fauji,
Shah Rukh Khan had just swept a gener-
ation of girls off their feet. All he had done
was do a countdown hoping that the
woman he was wooing would saunter in
before he hit 10. She stepped in when he
was at “paune das (9.45)". Never before,
and never since, has 1 to 10 been packed
with so much promise or such longing.

As we grew up, SRK grew with us. In

As parents, we know as well as SRK that there are no fingers to point, no stones
to be cast. Any one of ours can be the next Aryan, without the searing spotlight

ples, the hair that kissed the forehead —
strugglers, trying to find our own paths,
navigating love, discovering the map
change every day as technology kept in-
creasing its footprint, and learning to live

that period of the heady with compromises.

early 1990s,whenonour SRK was not the angry SRK endeared us even
TVs, in our cars, in our : more when he married
houses, and in our pock- youngman like his college sweetheart,

ets, we thought we

the “developed” world
did, SRK spoke to us in
ways that no one had be-
fore. He was not the an-
gry young man like
Bachchan, or a pointedly
earnest one like Aamir,
nor the lover boy who
grew muscles and tem-

Bachchan, or pointedly
would liveliketherestof  eqrnest like Aamir, nor
the lover boy who grew
muscles like Salman, or
the whatever-works star
Akshay Kumar. He was
the flawed, reachable
hero, almost always

moved from Delhi to
Mumbai, had two kids,
and now was a family, like
we were. The fact that he
still soared, and soared —
the Badshaah of the coun-
try, then its snooty exten-
sion of NRIs — thrilled our
hearts, held a promise. He
did many, many silly
films, but we knew he

per like Salman, or the ~fightingto getawoman  gnew that. And he did
whatever-works star — 3 woman who was some great films, wading
Akshay Kumar. He was into the troubled history
the flawed, reachable herown person of the Northeast (if only

hero, who spent film af-
ter film trying to accomplish largely the
same things — mostly women. He often
didn’t get them, he made small compro-
mises to get what he wanted, he didn’t
seem particularly bothered about it, he
constantly laughed at himself, and his
women were mostly their own person.
He was what most of us were in our
own lives, without the charm, the dim-

forlove)in that under-ap-
preciated Dil Se..., turned up in a greying
stubble in Chak De!, tried to improve the
world in Swades, wore his faith on his
sleevein Raees,and let his hair downin that
silly little delight called Chennai Express. He
still laughed at himself and could make
others do so, he remained incredulous
about his success, he could express him-
self as sharply as ever, and he could in his

40s do a cartwheel on the cricket ground,
where he was once a sportsperson with
promise and which he now owned as part
of that ultimate show, IPL.

In recent years though, we had been
left in despair. As we aged, as the world
that we thought had changed and that we
would change more, slid speedily back,
SRK seemed caught in a time warp. How
long could he keep playing that same old,
same young guy. There were new stories to
be told, new ones being told, and SRK did
not feature in them. Even Bachchan
seemed to have left SRK — the man with
his finger on the zeitgeist — behind.

It's at this juncture that SRK has crossed
paths with ours again with the arrest of his
son Aryan on drug charges. The star who
has always spoken of his children as his
world is just a parent right now. And, as
parents ourselves, trying to steer a new
generation in a world that is again chang-
ing, we know as well as SRK that there are
no easy answers, no fingers to point, no
stones to be cast. We are all as fallible as
the next person in a system rigged to trip
you, to hit you at your lowest, to catch you
atyour littlest. Any one of ours can be the
next Aryan, without the searing spotlight.

And, if it is any consolation, SRK, you
are that again — one of ours.

National Editor Shalini Langer
curates the ‘She Said’ column
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MY INTRODUCTION to Jaipal Singh Munda
sirwas via a book.

[ was very young and still learning to
play the sport when a hockey writer pub-
lished a list of all the players who had cap-
tained India at the Olympic Games. Jaipal
sir’s name was on top of the pile. I did not
immediately realise how big a deal it was
to be a team’s captain. It was only later,
when I started playing seriously, that I un-
derstood the respectand honour associated
with the role.

But to say that Jaipal sir was the flag-
bearer of tribal hockey would be too sim-
plistic.Indeed, he was the first Adivasi player
to represent India. He captained the team

Jaipal sir’ paved way

that won India’s first hockey gold, at the
1928 Olympicsin Amsterdam. In that sense,
he opened the door for a lot of us from the
tribal belt. However, he left behind a great
legacy beyond the hockey field as well.

Hence, the Jharkhand government’s de-
cision to award six tribal students a scholar-
ship in his name, sending them to the
United Kingdom for higher education, is a
fitting tribute to a great man.

These are good times for Indian hockey.
In Odisha, under Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik, we are working hard to bring back
the golden days by providing the best of fa-
cilities to the players and hosting major in-
ternational tournaments, including the
World Cup, in tribal areas like Rourkela. At
the same time, it is important to make sure
we do not forget the contributions made by
heroes from past generations.

The decision to help youngsters from
the tribal belt attain education fromreputed
universities would have made Jaipal sir very
proud, given the kind of importance he gave
toeducation. Atavery early age, the princi-
pal of his school in Ranchi took him under
his wings and sent Jaipal sir to Oxford
University for higher education.

Jaipal sir played hockey for the Oxford
University team and his career flourished.
He played as a deep defender and was
known to have been very good — a clean
tackler, calm-headed, with an unparalleled
ability to read the game and with powerful
hits. These are some of the qualities that de-
fine players from the tribal belt even today
— from the legendary Michael Kindo to
players like Birendra Lakra, Amit Rohidas
and Deep Grace Ekka, who were partof the
men’s and women'’s hockey teams at the

on hockey field, off it

Tokyo Olympics recently.

Jaipal sir made a significant contribu-
tion off the field as well. After he returned
toIndiain 1937, he championed the cause
of the tribals and worked tirelessly for
their empowerment. He joined politics,
formed the Adivasi Mahasabha in 1938
and used it as a platform to demand the
creation of a separate Jharkhand state.
Then, as arepresentative of the tribal com-
munity at the Constituent Assembly,
which was responsible for drafting the
Indian Constitution, he made sure the
voice of his people were heard.

For these reasons, we call him Marang
Gomke, roughly translated as ‘great
leader’, around these parts.In and around
ChotaNagpur and the Adivasi belt, we re-
member him fondly even today for being
a great player, a highly-rated intellectual

and a visionary leader.

On the hockey field, there was a huge
void after Jaipal sir stopped playing. For
almost four decades, we had little-to-no
representation at the national level. It's
a mystery to me why there was such a
long gap, but the long drought ended
when Michael Kindo, who went on to
play in three World Cups (1971, 1973 and
1975), the 1972 Munich Olympics and
the 1974 Tehran Asian Games, was se-
lected for India. For my generation,
which saw him live, Michael remains a
big inspiration as well.

But sometimes, you wonder if any of us
would have made it this far had Jaipal sir not
taken the first step.

The author is former captain of the
Indian hockey team

New Delhi
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Mr PM, a
critic speaks

THE PRIME Minister recently revealed,
in one of his rare interviews, that he
missed critics. ‘But, unfortunately, the
number of critics is very few,” he said.
‘Mostly, people only level allegations, the
people who play games about percep-
tion are more in number.’ It is with these
words in mind that [ make clear before
going any further that I consider myself
an honest critic. But, what [ want to be-
gin with is neither an allegation or criti-
cism but a simple statement of facts. On
a narrow, dirt road in Lakhimpur Kheri
last week, a cavalcade of SUVs, one of
them at least belonging to the Minister
of State for Home Affairs, Ajay Kumar
Mishra, drove at high speed into a group
of protesting farmers, and when they
were mowed down, proceeded to drive
over their bodies.

Hours later, the Prime Minister arrived
in Lucknow, not far from where the
killings happened, and made a speech
about urbanisation and the strides he was
helping India take in this direction. Beside
him stood the Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh who also behaved as if he had no
idea that eight people died in a crime
committed with such sickening callous-
ness that the videos were hard to watch.
After four men were crushed todeath, en-
raged farmers took the law into their own
hands and killed three people who were
travelling in the cars that were in the min-
ister’s convoy. A young journalist was also
killed and his family claims that his body
had wheel marks on it although the BJP’s
propaganda machine has tried to spread
the word that he was beaten to death by
farmers. These are the bare facts.

Now comes an allegation. I find it
shocking that, after so horrific an incident,
there has not been a single word of con-
demnation from the Prime Minister, who
likes to remind us, from time to time, that
he is really the Pradhan Sevak (prime ser-
vant) of the people of India. If he truly be-
lieves this, then does he not feel the pain
of what happened? Does he not feel the
need to say something? Or does he agree
with the view expressed by the man
whose car mowed the farmers down that
they needed to be taught a lesson?
Unfortunately, he made a speech saying
this, days before his cavalcade became a
killing machine. Unfortunately, the BJP
chief minister of Haryana made a simi-
larly threatening speech just before this
awfulincident, so the Prime Minister’s si-
lence gives the impression that these
speeches were made with his assent. That
is an allegation.

Let me return now to my role as critic.
The Prime Minister is not a man of long
silences. Almost every day he can be heard
tweeting or speaking. Sometimes he
tweets many times a day. When some-
thing horrible happens in some distant
country, he nearly always offers commis-
eration and condolences. Why is it so hard
for him to tweet when something horrible
happens in India?

Last week was a truly awful one. The
horror of Lakhimpur Kheri had just be-
gun to sink in when came a spate of
killings in Srinagar. Amuch-loved Hindu
chemist was killed in his shop. Two teach-
ers were asked their religion and when
they were found to not be Muslim, they
were killed by the jihadi monsters who
came hunting for Hindus and Sikhs to kill.
In their killing spree they managed also
to kill a couple of Muslims, but the pat-
tern was so reminiscent of that time 20
years ago when Hindus were ethnically
cleansed from the Kashmir Valley that it
is hard not to believe that this is not a sim-
ilar exercise. Why does the Prime
Minister not feel the need to speak or at
the very least tweet?

In the past week he has tweeted his
greetings to our ‘air warriors’ on Air Force
Day. He has sent Navratri greetings. He
has thanked those who wished him to
mark the twentieth anniversary of his ca-
reer as a public servant. He has tweeted
about the ‘honour of inaugurating
Oxygen plants across India’. And, there
have been many more tweets of similar
banality. Could he not find a few minutes
to express his horror at the killings in
Lakhimpur Kheri and Kashmir? That is
criticism veiled in a question.

Now here comes some open criti-
cism. Prime Minister, it is my considered
and ever humble opinion that you have
surrounded yourself with such a large
collection of sycophants and timeservers
that you have begun to treat your critics
as enemies. This is easy to do when the
delusion that India, because of you, has
become a land of endless good times
(achche din) is backed up by an army of
aggressive trolls who see all criticism as
‘anti-national’ and who charge anyone
who dares say anything against you with
high treason. In such an atmosphere, it
is easy to mistake genuine critics for foes,
easy to get fooled into believing that
sycophants are your only real friends.
They are not.

They have done you harm as syco-
phants always do. You say in that same
interview that you ‘attach big impor-
tance to criticism’ and that you ‘respect
critics a lot’. It is time that you began to
show that you do, because your political
instincts, that have always been remark-
ably sharp, appear to have dulled. Or you
would have expressed outrage at the
killings last week.
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Crupte WaTcH
OIL POSTS 4% WEEKLY RISE

New York: Oil rose on Friday, gaining about 4% on the week as a global
energy crunch boosted US prices to their highest in about seven years.
On Friday, Brent rose 44 cents, or 0.5%, over the previous day to hit
$82.39, while WTI crude rose $1.05, or 1.3%, to $79.35. REUTERS
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES FOR TATA GROUP POST TAKEOVER

Sans govt support, high costs & staff
management of AirIndiato test Tata

PRANAV MUKUL &
SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

FOR THE Tata Group, which suc-
cessfully runs businesses ranging
from retail and software to steel
and automobiles, extending its
track record to Air India as well
may take more than just financial
investment into the loss-making
airline. While experts analysing
Tata Group's acquisition of 100 per
cent of Air India from the govern-
ment indicate the need foran eq-
uity infusion of over $1 billion in
theairline over the next few years,
they also underscore a call to
transform the airline’s culture.

OnFriday, the governmentan-
nounced that the Tata Group was
the highest bidder in the airline’s
disinvestment process, having
placed a bid of Rs 18,000 crore, of
whichRs 2,700 crore will be paid
to the Centre in cash and the re-
maining will be absorbed as debt
from the airline.

Evenasthe airline comes with
a set of valuable assets including
prime slots, landing rights and a
huge fleet, italso brings withitself
asetof pitfalls that the Tata Group
may look to address. These in-
clude higher than industry stan-
dard aircraftlease rentals, burden-

SECTOR WATCH
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some maintenance contracts,and
farbetter than industry average of
crew salaries.

“Historically, at least since the
merger of Air India and Indian
Airlines, there has been a culture
within the airline that the govern-
ment will continue to fund its
losses. So there was hardly ever a
focus on running an efficient air-
line. Compare this with other
state-funded carriers like Emirates
or Qatar Airways, where optimal
utilisation of resources has re-
sulted in airlines that are among
the best in the world. Things
changed in the last four to five
years, but there’s still a long way
to go,” aretired Air India official
told The Sunday Express.

One of the most significant
points to be resolved over the
yearsis the size of Air India’s pay-
roll when compared to its fleet.

In2012, theairline had anem-
ployee per aircraft ratio of 221
with 27,000 employees over 122
aircraft in its fleet. This includes
the numbers for its low-cost arm
Air India Express.

As per data furnished by the
government on Friday, Air India
and Air India Express had 13,500
employees and a fleet of 141 air-
craft,and the resultantemployee-
per-aircraft ratio has fallen by
more than halfto 95.

Foreign currency assets
Gold

SDRs

Reserve tranche position
Total

Over $l-billion slide
in currency assets
pulls down reserves

in million US dollars; source: Reserve Bank of India/Reuters

Sept 24 Oct1
2021 2021
576,731 575,451
37430 37,558
19,379 19,240
5,106 5,228
638,646 | 637477

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

THE FOREX reserves slid by
$1.169billion to reach $637.477
billionduring the weekended
October 1, led by a fall in cur-
rency assets. In the week
ended September 24, the for-
eign exchange — or forex —re-
serves had decreased by $997
million to $638.646 billion.
During the reporting week
ended October 1, thefallinthe
forex kitty corresponded to a
fallin the foreign currency as-
sets (FCAs), a major compo-
nent of the overall reserves.
FCAs declined by $1.28 billion
to $575.451 billion, according
to weekly data by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) released

Friday.

Gold reserves were up by
$128 million to $37.558 billion
inthe reporting week, the data
showed. The special drawing
rights (SDRs)with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
fell by $138 million to $19.24
billion. The nation’s reserve
position with the IMF rose by
$122 million to $5.228 billion.

Falling forex reserves may
cause issues for the govern-
mentand the RBlin managing
the nation’s external and in-
ternal financial issues.

Higher reserves are a big
cushioninthe eventof any cri-
sis on the economic front and
enough to cover the import
bill. Higher reserves also help
the rupee strengthen against
the dollar. WITHPTI
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Evergrande

Beijing: Six executives of
heavily indebted China
Evergrande Group have re-
turned funds from early re-
demptions of the company’s
investment products, the
property group said on
Saturday.

China, UStalks

Beijing: China said Saturday
it pressed the United States
to eliminate tariffs in talks
between the countries’ top
trade  officials  that
Washington saw as a test of
bilateral engagement be-
tween the two major
economies. REUTERS

Grundfos project
New Delhi: Grundfos un-
veiled an innovative drink-
ingwater and dispensing so-
lution in Delhi, consisting of
intelligent pumps. ENS
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M One of the most
significant points to be
resolved over the years
isthe size of Air India’s
payrollwhen
compared toits fleet. In
2012, the airline had an
employee per aircraft
ratio of 221 with 27,000
employees over 122
aircraftinits fleet. This
includes the numbers
for its low-cost arm Air
India Express

“What Air India really suffers
fromis too frequent changesin the
chief executives, when compared
with private airlines. When you
don’t have aleadership with a vi-
sion and a sense of commitment,
you naturally lose out,and thisre-
sultsin the morale of the company
suffering. In the service industry;,
moraleis veryimportant,” former
Air India executive director
Jitender Bhargava said, adding
that rationalisation of manpower
isimminent after the takeover.

The government has man-
dated that the Tata Group retain

the airline’s employees for a pe-
riod of one year from the close of
transactionand any retrenchment
after that be done by the way of a
voluntary retirement scheme
(VRS). This will be one of the
added burdens on the Tata Group,
particularly given the unionised
nature of Air India’s workforce.

In addition to dealing with
manpower, experts have pointed
out the need for qualitative
changes in the airline — some-
thing that was effectively put on
the back burner by the Central
government once it made up its
mind to sell the airline.

This includes upgrades to the
airline’s fleet to derive higher fuel
savings, changes to aircraft interi-
ors, particularly on Air India’s 49
wide-bodied planes.

“Tatais a global brand and I
have a feeling that the Air India
brand will get revived. Half the
battle has been won with the fi-
nancial re-engineeringandititself
could lead to savings on interest
payments of around Rs 4,500
croreinayear. Tatas could bringin
operational efficiency synergy by
combining the back-end opera-
tions of their existing airlines and
also in buying and leasing of air-
planes. Not only can they use the
group’s strength on automation,
engineering, technology for im-

proving Air India, the misuse and
leakages will also reduce,” said
Rashesh Shah, chairmanand CEO,
Edelweiss Group.

The CEO of a leading mutual
fund also said that while Tata’s bid
to acquire Air India is a big emo-
tional decision, the fact that they
had entered the aviation business
through Vistara, Air India provides
them the best option to scale and
thusitisabigopportunity for both
Air India and the Tata Group.

“While there are challenges to
the deal and lot of money will
have to be infused, only Tata
Group could revive it and in that
sense itis good for Air India,” said
the mutual fund CEO.

He further pointed that sale of
Air India is a big burden off the
government's expenditure list. “A
timely sale of Air India (when it
had a higher market share and
lesser debt) could have provided
government with a better realisa-
tion and also saved money over
the years that could have been di-
verted for better use. While the
government has infused Rs 1.1
lakh crorein Air India over the last
10-11 years, it also has a huge op-
portunity cost. If the sale could
have concluded 10 yearsback, this
money could have been utilised
ineducationand healthcare infra-
structure.”

‘lob market up 57% in Sept
ahead of festive season’

The Indian job market continued its record-breaking run
for the third straight month, clocking 57% on-year growth
in September, as per a Naukri JobSpeak report
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MOST SECTORS
WITNESSED SIGNIFICANT
ANNUAL GROWTH year-on-
year, led by information
technology (138%)
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2,733

job postings, the
Naukri JobSpeak
monthly index
hitanall-time
highin
September
surpassing
pre-Covid levels
in September
2019 by 21%

RECENT WAVE OF DIGITAL
TRANSFORMATION among
organisations continues to
generate demand for tech
professionals

SECTORS LIKE
HOSPITALITY (82%) AND
RETAIL (+70%), which were
most hit by the pandemic, too
saw significant y-o-y growth
in September with several
hotels and physical store
outlets across the country
gradually reopening

METROS RECORDED 88%
ANNUAL GROWTH in
September, surpassing Tier 2
cities that grew by 30%

MONTH-ON-MONTH job
postings rose 3% compared
with 2,673 during August

HIRING ACTIVITY also grew
last month in education
(53%), banking/financial
services (43%) and
telecom/ISP (+37%) sectors
against September 2020

Source: Naukri.com/PTI

Survey details: The Naukri JobSpeak index calculates and records hiring activity based on job
listings on Naukri.com month-wise. Its objective is to measure hiring activity in various
industries, cities, and experience levels

FB faces second outage in a week

REUTERS
BENGALURU,OCTOBER9

FACEBOOK INC apologized to
users foratwo hour disruption to
its services on Friday and blamed
another faulty configuration
change for its second global out-
age this week. The company con-
firmed its social media platform,
Instagram, Messenger and Work-
place were hitby the latest outage.

“Sincere apologies to anyone
who wasn’t able to access our

products in the last couple of
hours,” the company said. “We
fixed the issue, and everything
should be back to normal
now.”During the latest outage,
some users were unable to load
their Instagram feeds, while oth-
ers were not able to send mes-
sages on Facebook Messenger.
People swiftly took to Twitter
to share memes and jokes about
the second service disruption this
week. “Looks like Facebook went
to a 3-day work week. Monday
and Friday shutdowns?” aTwitter

Exports on track for FY22, aim

$450-500 bn ne

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

THE NATION'S exports are grow-
ingatahealthy rate and exporters
can now aim for outbound ship-
ments worth $450-500 billion in
the upcoming financial year,
Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on Saturday.

In April-September this fiscal,
exports touched $197 billion, he
added. Goyal said that with 48 per
centofthe targeted volumes hav-
ing been achieved, exportsare on
the right track to meet this year’s
target of $400 billion.

“Our exporters have made all
of usIndians proud today ... we can
aim to scale $450-500 billion ex-
ports nextyear,” Goyal said, while
chairing the mid-term review of
exports with different export pro-
motion councils.

Healsosaid thatIndiais nego-
tiating free trade agreements

Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal at the mid-term review
of exports, Saturday. via Twitter
@PiyushGoyal

xt year: Goyal
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WITH EXPORTS for the
ongoing fiscal having
achieved nearly halfits
target, the focus for the
government now may be
negotiating free trade
agreements (FTAs) with
several nations as well as
trade blocs.

(FTAs)with various countries and
blocs, including the United
Kingdom, Oman, Australia,
Canada, Russia, the United Arab
Emirates, the European Union,
and the Southern African Customs
Union comprising Botswana,
Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa,
and Swaziland.

Goyal said engineering goods

have much more potential and
textile exports should aim for
$100billion.

On the issue of high global
prices of polymers and uniform
application of environment laws,
he assured that the Commerce
and Industry Ministry will take up
the issue with the Environment
Ministry. WITHPTI

user said. Instagram thanked
users for their patience and “for all
the memes this week”.

OnMonday, Facebook blamed
a“faulty configuration change” for
anearly six-hour outage that pre-
vented the company’s 3.5 billion
users from accessingits social me-
dia and messaging services such
as WhatsApp, Instagram and
Messenger. Monday's outage was
the largest that web monitoring
group Downdetector had ever
seen and blocked access to the
apps for billions of users.

‘IN PUBLIC INTEREST’, WHERE THERE IS REQUIREMENT: GUIDELINES

Amid coal supply shortfall,
Ministry clears generators to
sell unrequisitioned power

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

THE CENTRE has notified guide-
lines allowing thermal power
plants with idle capacity to sell
unrequisitioned power in the
spot market.

The country’s thermal power
plants are currently facing a se-
vere coal shortage, with a major-
ity of the thermal stations hav-
ing an average of four days of
coal stock against a normative
requirement to hold 15-30 days
of coal stock based on the dis-
tance of the plant from the
source of coal.

This also comes in the wake
of several states, including Delhi,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu
and Gujarat raising concerns
about possible blackouts.

“Where the procurer decides
not to schedule power for any
period, either full or part capac-
ity, from the generating station
with which he has signed the
PPA (power purchase agree-
ment) ... the generator shall be
free to sell the un-requisitioned
power ...in the power exchange,”
the government noted in guide-
lines released on Friday.

Distribution companies have
in many cases not scheduled
power under certain legacy
PPAs, as power sourced under
these PPAs has become unviable.
The norms free them up to sell
on exchanges.

The Centre noted that any
unrequisitioned power needs to
be despatched “in public inter-
est” where there is a require-
ment in the grid by other users

COAL STOCK FALLS TO AVERAGE OF FOUR DAYS
HThe Centre has notified B The country’s thermal
guidelines allowing power plants are currently
thermal power plantswith ~ facinga severe coal
idle capacity tosell shortage, with a majority of
unrequisitioned power in the thermal stations having
the spot market an average of four days of
coal stock againsta
M It comes in the wake of normative requirement to
states such as Delhi, Punjab,  hold 15-30days of coal
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and stock based on the distance
Gujarat raising concerns of the plant from the source
about possible blackouts of coal

or consumers.

The key challenge for ther-
mal power plants has been di-
minishing levels of coal stock as
they supply a greater share of
India’s power demand.

A sharp increase in demand
for power as the economy recov-
ers from the Covid-19 pandemic
and heavy rains in coal mine ar-
eas in September have led to a
shortfall of coal supply, which
Power Minister RK Singh had
said was going to be uncomfort-
able for up to six months.

Total power demand inIndia
hit 124 billion units this August,
up from 106 billion units in
August 2019.

Inadequate procurement of
coal by thermal plants during
April-June too has played a key
role in the current coal shortage.

On October 7, 16 thermal
power plants with power gener-
ation capacity of 16,680 MW
(megawatt) had zero days of coal
stock, according to official gov-
ernment data. An additional 48
thermal power plants with gen-

Srei group cos enter
moratorium as NCLT
admits insolvency pleas

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

NEARLY A week after the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) superseded the
boards of Srei Infra and Srei
Equipment Finance, the Kolkata
bench of the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) on Friday ad-
mitted the two insolvency pleas
moved by the banking regulator
against the two companies.

A two-member bench of the
NCLT also appointed Rajneesh
Sharma the administrator to run
the companies, while admitting
two separate petitions filed by RBI
for initiation of corporate insol-
vency resolution process (CIRP)
against the two companies.

The insolvency tribunal im-
posed a moratorium on both the
companies and directed its offi-
cials to provide all the documents
to the administrator during the in-
terim functioning.

“The Petition bearing filed by
the Reserve Bank of India, the
Appropriate Regulator, under sec-
tion227 of the Code read withrule
5 of the Insolvency & Bankruptcy
(Insolvency and Liquidation Proc-
eedings of Financial Service Provi-
ders and Application to Adjudi-
cating Authority) Rules, 2019 for

Atwo-member bench of
the National Company
Law Tribunal appointed
Rajneesh Sharmaas
administrator to run
Srei Infra and Srei
Equipment Finance

initiating Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process against Srei
Equipment Finance Ltd, is hereby
admitted,” the NCLT order said.

It also observed that the RBI,
through its notification dated
October 4, 2021, superseded the
boards of both the companies.
“The RBI has proposed the name
of Rajneesh Sharma as the
Administrator of the Corporate
Debtor. He has also filed his writ-
ten consent to act as such
Administrator, which has been
placed onrecord...,” itadded.

Srei Infra and Srei Equipment
Finance together owe more than
Rs 30,000 crore to banks and fi-
nancial institutions. On October4,
the RBI superseded the boards of
the two firms after governance
concerns were raised and the
companies defaulted in meeting
their payment obligations.

Festive fireworks unlikely for
auto sector amid chip shortage

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

CONSUMERS WHO generally
wait for Diwali to purchase new
vehicles at attractive discounts
and other freebies may be in for
disappointment this year.

With shortage of semiconduc-
tors, almost all major passenger
vehicle manufacturers have re-
sorted to production cuts, which
hasled tolong waiting for popular
models. As a result, manufactur-
ers and dealers are in no position
to offer attractive discounts this
Diwali. Sales around Diwali, gen-
erally referred to as festival season
sales, are big for automakers as
around 30 per cent of theirannual
sales happen around this period.

However, supply side con-
straints are going to play spoil-
sport now.Auto dealers had last
monthstated that retail sales dur-
ing the festival season are going to

Around 30% of
automakers’ annual
sales happen around
Diwali. However,
supply side constraints
are going to play
spoilsport now

be lacklustre because of chip
shortage, which has slowed down
the supply of popular models.
They had said the inventory of
variants thatare indemand, such
asBaleno, Ertiga, Brezza, Creta, etc,
is continuing todip. Infact, thein-
ventory is the lowest this time as
against other years. Normally,
dealers stock huge inventories of
more than amonth in the run-up
to the festival months.

Dealers said, “With manufac-
turers drastically cutting down
productions due to unavailability

New Delhi

of semiconductors and ABS chips,
shortage of containers and high
metal prices, customers for the
first time may not get a vehicle of
their choice and lucrative schemes
during this festive season.”

Manufacturers and dealers
said whatever little discounts will
be on offer would be on some en-
try-level models, where the offers
are anyway not very attractive
since the prices are comparatively
low. Basic entry-level models do
not have many electronic compo-
nents so chip shortage has not af-
fected their outputinamajor way.

The wholesale despatches of
passenger vehicles by Maruti
Suzuki India, Hyundai Motor and
Mahindraand Mahindra were se-
verely hitin September due to the
shortage of semiconductors.

The month of August also saw
similar shortages and indications
are that trend of subdued sales
will continue, at least till

December. FE
N |

eration capacity of 60,795 MW
had coal stock only sufficient for
up to two days of production.

Coal fired thermal power
plants account for 208.8 GW, or
54 per cent, of the country’s total
388 GW installed generation ca-
pacity,and have seen anincrease
in their share in the country’s
power mix to 66.4 per cent from
61.9 per cent in 2019.

The government has noted
thatincreasing coal supply from
state-owned Coal India Ltd, the
key supplier of coal to thermal
power plants, was set to help in
a gradual build up of coal stocks
in the near future.

A government release said
that total dispatches of coal
reached 1.5 MT (million tonnes)
on October 7, helping reduce the
gap between consumption and
actual supply.

It said that the Coal Ministry
and CIL were “making best ef-
forts” to increase dispatches to
16 MT in the next three days and
reach 1.7MT of dispatches per
day thereafter.

Diesel crosses
00 per litre
in Mumbai as
auto fuel prices
rise again

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER9

MUMBAI ON Saturday became
the first metro city in the country
to see diesel prices cross the Rs
100 per litre mark after fuel prices
were hiked again.

Petrol price was hiked by 30
paise per litre and diesel by 35
paise a litre, according to a price
notification of state-owned fuel
retailers. The fifth straight day of
price hike pushed fuel rates to a
new record high.

InMumbai, diesel now comes
forRs 100.29 alitre; while in Delhi,
itcosts Rs 92.47. The price of petrol
in Delhi rose to its highest-ever
level of Rs 103.84 a litre and Rs
109.83 per litre in Mumbai, the
notification showed. Prices differ
from state to state depending on
the incidence of local taxes.

Shedding the modest price
change policy, state-owned fuel
retailers have since Wednesday
started passing on the larger inci-
dence of cost to consumers. For
four days in a row, the price of
petrol has been hiked by 30 paise
a litre and diesel by 35 paise, the
biggest rally in rates.

Georgieva’s
future unclear
post marathon
IMF meeting

IMF MD Kristalina
Georgieva Reuters file

Washington: The International
Monetary Fund’s executive
board ended a five-hour meet-
ing about the future of Managing
Director Kristalina Georgieva
without a decision on Friday,
saying it would seek more infor-
mation about claims she pres-
sured World Bank staff to alter
data to benefit China in her pre-
vious role. REUTERS
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PoLAND
: CHOPIN PORTRAIT FROM FLEA MARKET Is FROM 1800s

A peeling portrait of Frederic Chopin purchased at a flea market in Poland hung modestly in a private
house for almost three decades before an expert dated the painting to the 19th century, when the Polish
piano composer lived. Now restored and in a gilded frame, the small painting resides in a bank vault
somewhere in eastern Poland while its owners negotiate their next steps, including a public exhibit.
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Abolhassan Banisadr

IRAN
Ex-president
Bani-Sadrdies
in Paris
ABOLHASSAN BANISADR,
Iran’s first president after
the country’s 1979 Islamic
Revolution who fled Tehran
after being impeached for
challenging the growing
power of clerics as the na-
tion became a theocracy;,
died Saturday. He was 88.
Amongaseaofblack-robed
Shia clerics, Banisadr stood
out for his suits and a back-
ground so French thatitwas
in philosopher Jean-Paul
Sartre that he confided his
belief he’d be Iran’s first
presidentsome 15 years be-
fore it happened. Banisadr
would never consolidate
his grip on the government
heled asevents beyond his
control added to the tumult
after the revolution. True
power was wielded by
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini, whom
Banisadr worked with in
exilein France and followed
back to Tehran amid the
revolution. AP

CHINA

Man held after
criticising film
sponsored by govt
LUO CHANGPING built a
reputationasamuckraking
journalistin China, until he
was forced outof the indus-
try in 2014. Now a busi-
nessman, he has run afoul
of the authorities again. The
police detained Luo, 40, on
Thursday, twodays after he
posted commentary onso-
cial media questioning
China’s role in the Korean
War, the subject of a new
film, The Battle at Lake
Changjin. The film, spon-
sored by the government,
depictsanagainst-all-odds
Americandefeatinabattle.
Luo's crime was toquestion
the legal justification of
China’sintervention when
North Korea’s troops were
on the verge of defeat after
invading the South. NYT

RUSSIA
Alcohol poisoning

leaves 26 dead

RUSSIAN AUTHORITIES
said on Saturday that 26
people had died fromalco-
hol poisoning this week af-
ter consuming locally-pro-
duced spirits in the
Orenburgregion bordering
Kazakhstan. Another 28
people are suffering alco-
hol poisoning symptoms,
officials said. The regional
branch of the Investigative
Committee of Russia has
opened a probe to deter-
mine whether alcohol
products sold inthe region,
some 1,500 km southeast
of Moscow, meet safety
standards. REUTERS

US: WHO-approved
Covid vaccines

will be accepted for
international visitors

DAVID SHEPARDSON
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 9

THE UNITED States will accept
the use by international visitors
of Covid-19 vaccines authorised
by US regulators or the World
Health Organisation, the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention said late on Friday.

On Sept. 20, the White
House announced the United
States in November would lift
travel restrictions on air trav-
ellers from 33 countries includ-
ing China, India, Brazil and
most of Europe who are fully
vaccinated against Covid-19. It
did not specify then which vac-
cines would be accepted.

A CDC spokeswoman told
Reuters Friday, “Six vaccines that
are FDA authorised/approved or
listed for emergency use by
WHO will meet the criteria for
travel to the US."

Late on Friday, the CDC said
that “earlier this week, to help
them prepare their systems we
informed airlines” of the vac-
cines that would be accepted
and added “CDC will release ad-
ditional guidance and informa-
tion as the travel requirements
are finalised”.

Airlines for America, a trade
group representing American
Airlines, Delta Air Lines, United
Airlines and others, said it was
“pleased by the CDC’s decision
to approve a list of authorised
vaccinations for travellers enter-
ing the US. We look forward to
working with the administration
to implement this new global
vaccine and testing framework
by early November 2021.”

Some countries had pressed
the Biden administration to ac-
cept WHO-approved vaccines,

The US will admit fully
vaccinated air
travellers from the 26
so-called Schengen
countries in Europe as
well as Britain, Ireland,
China, India, South
Africa, Iran and Brazil

since the US Food and Drug
Administration authorised vac-
cines are not widely used in all
countries.

The US will admit fully vacci-
nated air travellers from the 26
so-called Schengen countries in
Europe as well as Britain, Ireland,
China, India, South Africa, Iran
and Brazil. The unprecedented
USrestrictionshave barred most
non-US citizens who were in
those countries within the past
14 days.

The new Covid-19 vaccine re-
quirements will now apply to
nearly all foreign nationals flying
to the United States — including
those not subject to the prior re-
strictions.

The CDC must still finalise
and publish new contract trac-
ing rules for international visi-
tors, which it sent to the White
House for review on Sept. 15.

The CDC must also detail
rules for exceptions, which in-
clude children not yet eligible
for shots, as well as for visitors
from countries where vaccines
are not widely available. The ad-
ministration must also decide
whether to admit visitors part
of Covid-19 clinical trials or
have recently contracted Covid-
19 and are not yet eligible for
vaccination. REUTERS

Biden wants to address
delays in Green Card
processing: White House

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 9

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden wants
to address the inordinate delays
in the processing system of the
Green Card, the White House has
said, a move that will benefit
many Indians working in
America on the H-1B visa.

A Green Card, known offi-
cially as a Permanent Resident
Card,isadocumentissued toim-
migrants to the US as evidence
that the bearer has been granted
the privilege of residing perma-
nently in the US.

Indian IT professionals, most
of whom are highly skilled and
come to the US mainly on the H-
1B work visas, are the worst suf-
ferers of the current immigration
system which imposes a seven
per cent per country quota on al-
lotment of the coveted Green Card
or permanent legal residency.

“The president absolutely
wants to address the delaysin the
Green Card processing system as
well,”White House Press Secretary
JenPsaki told reporters at her daily
news conference on Friday.

Shewasrespondingtoaques-
tion on the wastage of some
80,000 unused employment-
based Green Card numbers, which

US President Joe Biden

is officially lled Legal Permanent
Residency on October 1, as the US
Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) is unable to allo-
cate them to several million peo-
plewaitinginline fora Green Card.
The inordinate delay in the
Green Card process of hundreds
and thousands of talented Indian
technology professionals, at
times running into several
decades, is one of the major is-
sues of concern among the
Indian-Americans and their de-
pendent children living here.
The H-1Bvisa, the most sought
after among Indian IT profession-
als,isanon-immigrantvisa thatal-
lows US companies toemploy for-
eign workers in occupations that
require theoretical or technical ex-
pertise. Technology companies de-
pend onitto hire tens of thousands
of employees each year from
countries like Indiaand China. PTI

Taliban fighters sit on a ride at an amusement park at Kabul's Qargha reservoir, on Friday. Reuters

US, Taliban hold 1st talks
since Afghan withdrawal

Taliban say won't work with US to contain Islamic State

KATHY GANNON &
ELLEN KNICKMEYER
ISLAMABAD, OCTOBER 9

SENIOR TALIBAN officials and US
representatives are to hold talks
Saturday and Sunday about con-
taining extremist groups in
Afghanistan and easing the evac-
uation of foreign citizens and
Afghans from the country, offi-
cials from both sides said.

It’s the first such meeting
since US forces withdrew from
Afghanistanin late August, end-
ing a 20-year military presence
there, and the Taliban’s rise to
power in the nation. The talks are
to take place in Doha, the capital
of the Persian Gulf state of Qatar.

Taliban spokesman Suhail
Shaheen, who is based in Doha,
told The Associated Press on
Saturday that the talks will also
revisit the peace agreement the
Taliban signed with Washington
in 2020. The agreement had
paved the way for the final US
withdrawal.

Recognition
still remains
@ faroff

EXPLAINED

THE US has made it clear that
the talks with the Taliban will
not be a precursor for the
recognition of the group’s
government in Afghanistan.
Instead, the talks are ex-
pected to focus on rising inci-
dents of terrorismin the
country, including by anin-
creasingly active IS-affiliate,
as well as on the humanitar-
ian crisis facing the Afghan
people since the Taliban
takeover. The talks will also
address the issue of foreign
nationals and Afghans who
still want to leave the country.

“Yes there is a meeting . ..
about bilateral relations and im-
plementation of the Doha agree-
ment,” said Shaheen. “It covers
various topics.”

Terrorism will also feature in
the talks, said a second official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not
authorised to speak to the media.

Since the Taliban took power,
Islamic State extremists have
ramped up attacks on the militant
group, as well as ethnic and reli-
gious minorities. On Friday, an IS
suicide bomber killed at least 46
minority Shia Muslims and
wounded dozens in the deadliest
attack since the US departure.

However, the Taliban on
Saturday ruled out cooperation
with the US to contain extremist
groups in Afghanistan.

Taliban political spokesman
Suhail Shaheen told AP there
would be no cooperation with
Washington on going after the
Islamic State group.

The US-Taliban agreement of
2020 demanded the Taliban
break ties with terrorist groups
and guarantee Afghanistan
would not again harbor terror-
ists who could attack the USand
its allies. AP

China’s Xi vows
‘reunification’ with
Taiwan, but holds
off threatening force

CARLOS GARCIA
&YEWLUNTIAN
BEIJING, OCTOBER 9

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinping
vowed on Saturday to realise
peaceful “reunification” with
Taiwan, though did not directly
mention the use of force after a
week of tensions with the
Chinese-claimed island that
sparked international concern.

Taiwanresponded shortly af-
ter by calling on Beijing to aban-
donits coercion, reiterating that
only Taiwan’s people could de-
cide their future.

Democratically ruled Taiwan
has come under increased mili-
tary and political pressure from
Beijing to accept its sovereignty,
but Taipei has pledged to defend
their freedom.

Speaking at Beijing’s Great Hall
of the People, Xi said the Chinese
people have a “glorious tradition”
of opposing separatism.

“Taiwan independence sepa-
ratism is the biggest obstacle to
achieving the reunification of the
motherland, and the most serious
hidden danger to national rejuve-
nation,” he said on the anniversary
of the revolution that overthrew
the lastimperial dynasty in 1911.

Peaceful “reunification” best
meets the overall interests of the
Taiwanese people, but China will
protect its sovereignty and unity,
he added.

“Noone should underestimate
the Chinese people’s staunch de-
termination, firm will, and strong
ability to defend national sover-
eignty and territorial integrity,” Xi
said. “The historical task of the
complete reunification of the
motherland must be fulfilled, and
will definitely be fulfilled.”

Bangladesh signs UN deal to help refugees on island

RUMAPAUL
DHAKA,OCTOBER9

UN OFFICIALS signed a deal with
Bangladesh on Saturday to help
provide basicservicesto thousands
of Rohingya Muslimrefugees who
have beenmoved tocampsonare-
mote island in the Bay of Bengal.
The Bangladeshi government
has moved nearly 19,000
Rohingyarefugees to Bhasan Char
island from border camps despite
protests by some refugees and op-
position from rights groups, who
say the low-lyingisland is vulner-
able to flooding and storms.
Authorities in the densely

US appeals court let

PAUL J. WEBER
AUSTIN,OCTOBER 9

A FEDERAL appeals court Friday
night quickly allowed Texas to re-
sume banning most abortions, just
one day after clinics began racing
to serve patients again for the first
time since early September.
Aone-page order by the 5thUS
Circuit Court of Appeals reinstated
the nation’s strictest abortion law,
whichbans abortions once cardiac
activity is detected, usually around
six weeks. It makes no exceptions
in cases of rape or incest.
“Patients are being thrown
backintoastate of chaos and fear,”

Rohingyarefugees being
taken to Bangladesh’s Bhasan
Charisland last Dec. Reuters

populated South Asian country
eventually want the island toac-
commodate about 10% of the 1
million Rohingya refugees who
currently live in ramshackle bor-

Atawomen’s marchin
Austin, Texas, last week. AP

said Nancy Northup, president of
the Centre for Reproductive
Rights, which represents several
Texas clinics that had briefly re-
sumed normal abortion services.

der camps after fleeing violence
in neighbouring Myanmar.

UNHCR, the UN refugee
agency, said the agreement signed
on Saturday allowed for close co-
operation with the governmenton
providing services for the island’s
growing refugee population.

“These cover key areas of
protection, education, skills-
training, livelihoods and health,
which will help support the
refugees to lead decent lives on
the island and better prepare
them for sustainable return to
Myanmar in the future,” a UN-
HCR statement said.

About 81,000 Rohingya
should be living on the island

She called on the US
Supreme Court to “step in and
stop this madness.”

Clinics had braced for the New
Orleans-based appeals court toact
fast after US District Judge Robert
Pitman, anappointee of President
Barack Obama, on Wednesday
suspended the Texas law that he
called an “offensive deprivation”
of the constitutional right to an
abortion. Knowing that order
might not stand long,a handful of
Texas clinicsimmediately started
performing abortions again be-
yond six weeks, and booked new
appointments for this weekend.

But barely 48 hours passed
before the appeals court ac-

within three months,
Mohammad Mohsin, a senior of-
ficial at the Ministry of Disaster
Management and Relief, told re-
porters after singing the accord.

Refugees in Bhasan Char,
some of whom have protested
against living conditions on the
island, welcomed UNHCR’s in-
volvement.

“Now we'll get enough of the
assistance that we need,”
Mohammed Arman, a Rohingya
refugee said.

Residents of theisland’s camps
said they face movement restric-
tions, no opportunities to earn a
livelihood and inadequate health-
careand education. REUTERS

s Texas resume ban on abortions

cepted Texas' request to setaside
Pitman’s ruling — at least for now
— pending further arguments. It
gave the Biden administration,
which had brought the lawsuit,
until Tuesday to respond.

“Great news tonight,”
Republican Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton tweeted. “I
will fight federal overreach at
every turn.”

Texas had roughly two dozen
abortion clinics before the law
took effect Sept. 1. During the
brief period the law was on hold,
many Texas physicians remained
unwilling to perform abortions,
fearful that doing so could still
leave them in legal jeopardy. AP

RAPPLER, CO-FOUNDED BY NOBEL LAUREATE MARIA RESSA, DARES TO CRITICISE DUTERTE. HE MAY YET SEE IT SHUT SOWN

Philippines’ Nobel Prize newsroom overjoyed but under siege

SUI-LEE WEE
OCTOBER9

THE YOUNG editors and reporters
of the Philippine news site Rappler
werealready busy on Friday. It was
the last day candidates could file
torunin nextyear’s elections,and
the journalists were watching to
see who would try to replace
Rodrigo Duterte, the president
whoforyears has attacked Rappler
and threatened its staff members.

Then Maria Ressa, one of the
news outlet’s founders, heard she
and a Russian journalist, Dmitri A
Muratov, had been awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize for their “coura-
geous fight for freedom of expres-

sion.” Sheimmediately texted her
co-founders: “I won.” Word got
out,and aslew of “OMGs" flooded
the company’s Slack channel.

For several hours, the staff said,
they were energised by Ressa’s
award. But they know tough times
lie ahead. The news website could
still be shut down. There are seven
active court cases pending against
Ressaand Rappler. Thessite’s jour-
nalists face immense pressure
from online trolls, who have been
emboldened by Duterte’s sugges-
tion that reporters should be
treated as “spies” whoare “notex-
empted from assassination.”

“We need to fight and soldier
on,” said Gemma Mendoza, who
leads Rappler’s efforts to address

Rappler staff in their office in Manila in 2018. NYT

disinformation in digital media.
“You feel when you're in this sit-
uation, that it is bigger than
yourself. And having that feeling
fuels you and you keep going.”
At stake is the future of one

of the few independent journal-
istic institutions in the
Philippines. With coverage
about abuses by the police in
Duterte’s war on drugs and sto-
ries about corrupt deals involv-

ing local businessmen, Rappler
has come to symbolise fearless
journalismin aregion where the
press is consistently hobbled.

Reporters for Rappler acknowl-
edge theseare trying times. Access
isanissue because of Duterte’s at-
tacks on them. The psychological
burden of being trolled, especially
inanewsroom where the median
ageisonly 23,is draining.

They know all toowell that de-
fying Duterte comes ata high price.
In January 2018, the Philippines’
Securities and  Exchange
Commission announced that it
would revoke Rappler’s operating
licence, saying the site had violated
laws on foreign ownership. The ac-
tion was widely seen by rights ac-

tivists and other journalists as re-
taliation for Rappler’s coverage of
Duterte’s brutal drug war.
During a staff meeting
shortly after, Ressa and her co-
founders, Lilibeth Frondoso,
Glenda Gloria and Chay Hofilena,
stressed that the company was
not going to be intimidated.
Together, the founders are re-
ferred to in the newsroom as
“manangs” — a Filipino term of
endearment for an older sister.
Founded in 2012, the news
organisation exposed how some
of the people killed by the police
had not fought back, as the au-
thorities had said, but instead
were summarily executed.
Duterte responded by sin-

New Delhi

gling outRapplerin his 2017 State
of the Nation address, saying it
was “fully owned by Americans”.
In February 2019, the author-
ities arrested Ressa in a libel case
involving an article that was pub-
lished four months before the law
theyinvoked was enacted. InJune
2020, Ressawas convicted of that
charge, which she is appealing.
The onslaught has made Ressa
more determined than ever.
“Whenyou come under attack,all
of the friction of a news organisa-
tion, they die away, especially with
the mission of journalism, if you
know what you're supposed to
do,” she said. “I think that's been
incredibly empowering and it
gives us energy.” NYT

Noone should
underestimate the
Chinese people’s staunch
determination... to defend
national sovereignty and
territorial integrity. The
historical task of the
complete reunification of
the motherland must be
fulfilled, and will definitely
be fulfilled.”

XIJINPING, CHINA'S PRESIDENT

He struckaaslightly softer than
in]July, hislast major speech men-
tioning Taiwan, in which he vowed
to*“smash” any attempts at formal
independence.In2019, he directly
threatened to use force to bring the
island under Beijing’s control.

Still, the speech was poorly
received in Taiwan.

The presidential office said
they were a sovereign independ-
ent country, not part of the
People’s Republic of China, and
had clearly rejected China’s offer
of “one country, two systems” to
rule the island. “The nation’s fu-
ture rests in the hands of
Taiwan's people,” the office said.

In a separate statement,
Taiwan’s China-policy making
Mainland Affairs Council called
on Beijing to “abandon its
provocative steps of intrusion,
harassment and destruction”
andreturntotalks. REUTERS

UKHome Secretary Priti Patel

UK eyes ‘walk
me home’
phone-tracker to
protect women

DANICAKIRKA
LONDON, OCTOBER 9

ATOP British government official
isbackinga phone company’s pro-
posal for anew tracking service to
help protect women walking
alone,anidea pitched amid ongo-
ing outrage over the slayings of
twoyoungwomenwho were tar-
geted near their homesin London.

The chief executive of Britain’s
biggest phone company, BT, pro-
posed the “walk me home” serv-
ice in a letter to Home Secretary
Priti Patel. Once a woman acti-
vated an app on her phone, the
service would track her journey
and send an alert to her emer-
gency contactsif she didn’treach
her destination on time, Philip
Jansen said in the letter.

The UK Home Office con-
firmed Patel had received the let-
ter and would respond in “due
course.” Patel was more support-
ive in comments to the Daily Mail.

“This new phone line is ex-
actly the kind of innovative
scheme which would be good to
get going as soon as we can,” the
newspaper quoted her as saying.
“I'm now looking at it with my
team and liaising with BT.”

The “walk me home” service
could be up and running by
Christmas, the Mail reported.

The service would comple-
ment Britain’s existing nationwide
emergency number, Jansen said.
BT has run Britain’s 999 emer-
gency number for 84 years and is
currently upgrading the system.

In March, Sarah Everard, a
33-year-old marketing execu-
tive, was abducted, raped and
killed by a serving police officer
who was convicted of murder
and other charges this month
and sentenced to life in prison
without the possibility of parole.

Primary school teacher
Sabina Nessa, 28, was killed six
months later as she walked
through a parkinLondon. AP
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Beyond Borders

Kim Jiseok Award-nominated director Mostofa
Sarwar Farooki on making No Land’s Man and
the Bangladeshi New Wave

Benita Fernando

RKING FROM

home since March

2020, transactional

lawyer Debarita Roy

(name changed),26,

found a new work

routine. In the time spent waiting for a reply

from a colleague or a client on an email, Roy

canmake abatch of cookies if she wants to. “

think I am living my best life now,” she says.

Before the pandemic hitabout 20 months ago,

she would spend three hours commuting

backand forth from her home in Delhi to her

workplace,a corporate law firm in Gurugram.

It meant taking a Metro, or a cab when she

could afford it, only to end up arguing with

drivers. Worse, she developed spondylosis

and gut issues due to her workplace’s high-

pressure environment. Bottomless cups of

aerated drinks and coffee kept her running
through the day.

Now, instead of caffeine shots, she naps.
Her work hours are similar to what they
used to be — video conferencing with
Indian and international clients was the
norm even back then, with an irregular
sleep schedule in sync with her meetings
—but Roy feels she has greater control over
how her day is spent. “I can feel the physi-
ological changes to my body working from
home. I feel more relaxed now,” she says.

Roy’s workplace hasn’t established a de-
finitive policy yet for employees to return
to office, but she is unlikely to go back to
how things used to be. She is among the
many who have rethought their work
lifestyles in the year gone by. It may be hard
to accept, but in a twisted way, a deadly
pandemic has provided a huge opportunity
for restructuring workplaces. With more
offices readying themselves to usher back
employees, there is a growing need to ac-
commodate these new expectations.
Companies and start-ups are experiment-
ing with shorter workweeks for reduced
salaries, and hybrid work models —a mix of
work-from-home and work-from-office —
are gaining traction.

According to a report from McKinsey
Global Institute published in February, the
greatest disruptions to work before COVID-
19involved new technologies and growing
trade. Now, it is the physical dimension of
work. Among eight countries that were
studied, including India, the report ob-
served that the most obvious impact of the
pandemic on the labour force is the dra-
matic increase in employees working re-
motely, a trend that may continue less in-
tensely than at the pandemic’s peak. Early
on this year, some companies planned to
shift to flexible workspaces and bring fewer
workers into offices, having seen the posi-
tive experiences of remote work during
the pandemic.

It has most certainly been the experi-
ence with Nagarro, a global provider of IT
services and consulting, which is known to
not have a headquarters. Remote working,
in the sense that employees frequently
communicated with each other across con-
tinents without needing to meet in person,
had always been the culture at Nagarro but
the pandemic allowed them to hire more
people without being restricted by geogra-
phy. They opened or are opening smaller
offices in Dehradun, Indore and
Chandigarh, forinstance — something they
couldn’t have necessarily executed effi-
ciently pre-pandemic.

Manas Fuloria, co-founder and CEO of
Nagarro, says, “In order to go against the re-
flexive idea that the people we are working
with have to be sitting next to us, we tried
out all kinds of experiments. Even if some
of us were coming into our offices, we be-
gan to assign them floors or buildings ran-
domly. Teams were split across buildings.”
Now, as more staff are permitted into of-
fices according to pandemic guidelines,
Nagarro s putting a limit on the number of
days they can be in office — twice a week
— and managers are forbidden from call-
ing colleagues to the office for meetings.
“We believe that the world has changed for-
ever. We will try to provide our colleagues
with as much choice as possible in terms of
working from home or working from an-
other location,” says Fuloria, 49.

What seems to be key to Nagarro’s pol-
icy for its Indian employees, and others like
them, is the emphasis on choice. In several
work environments across India, it is rou-
tine to experience a partial or absolute loss
of control over one’s day, what with the de-
mands of managers, the pressure of dead-
lines and piles of emails. These dictate the
terms of the day, and possibly the em-
ployee’s life, and may eventually erode their
sense of agency. By offering flexibility, there

BOOKS

® Review of Martyn Rix’s Indian Botanical Art:
An Illustrated History

® Review of Romila Thapar’s Gazing Eastwards

® Review of Harish Damodaran’s Broke to
Breakthrough

ILLUSTRATION: SUVAJITDEY

The Future 1s Flexible

Remote working, hybrid models and easy hours — with the pandemic transforming the
way we work, returning to office will never be the same again

is a chance for employees to feel that cer-
tain aspects of the job, if not the profession
inits entirety, are of their choosing.

In fact, the pandemic has made compa-
nies realise that all you need might be alap-
top and a stable Wi-Fi connection. It'sa dou-
ble-edged sword certainly but some could
find it beneficial to work out of hill stations
orbeaches. A sunrise hike or a sunset beach
stroll aside of working hours is perfectly
manageable, and, perhaps, even invigorat-
ing. It is a major attitude shift, especially in
India, where employees are expected to
“show your face” at the office as a way of
establishing their productivity and gaining
the employer’s trust.

Several surveys published this year
point to how the hybrid work model may
be the best and possibly the only way for-
ward. The future of work is hybrid, is one
conclusion. Bengaluru-based fintech com-
pany Slice, for instance, is offering new hires
a three-day workweek with 80 per cent
salaries at the market rate. It's aimed at in-
creasing work-life balance, according to re-
ports, and the company’s founder, Rajan
Bajaj, has stated, “A three-day work week
allows us to recruit a certain calibre of tal-
ent because it's a perk big-tech companies
like Google and Amazon don't offer.”

This hybrid future is a prospect that
might interest many because work-from-
home is not always the ideal scenario.
Chennai-based Rosalin John, 36, who works
inHR consulting with aleading IT company,
says, “The pandemic has made things expo-
nentially difficult for parents, especially
mothers. Before the pandemic, I juggled
school with office, but I never felt the burn

asmuchasIdonow.” The upside to working
from home was time saved on commuting
and more movie nights with her husband
and two sons, aged 11 and 6, says John.

The troublesome parts lie in the com-
plete collapse between the professional and
the personal. Earlier, she could tell a caller
to ring back after 10 am because she was
commuting, but that’s no longer the case.
Her younger son has to be trained in writing
from home, and many mothers like her have
chosen to take it easy. She also notes that
lunchtime is tough because it means feed-
ing young children as well within
that hour.

Her employer has been cognizant of
these changes, she says.

privilege, John says. Yet, a coffee at the cafe-
teria, during the evening break or when she
needed to step away from the screen for a
bit, is something that she misses sorely. It
meant a timeout but now it means wash-
ing dishes, fixing a coffee and a variety of hot
beverages for the rest of the family. With re-
turn to office being pushed to the next quar-
ter at her company, John believes she will
welcome a hybrid work format, but only if
schools reopen and safety measures are
taken for children. In the absence of safe
support systems for children, working
mothers like John are likely to continue
working from home, even if the hybrid
model is rolled out.

Much like policies on

The company advised eoo disabilities and inclusion,
employees to be patient . it will be imperative for
and accommodating of The workplace WlH employers to note that
children who uninten- cookie-cutter solutions
tionally feature in their  be henceforth aspace  won't fix the unique
parents’ work video-calls, h H problems of different
whetherit'sbecausethey ~ WHere colleagues get  groupsofpeople.Inindia,
are in need of a well-de- h those who are a part of
served snackoramuch- ~ COZEtNEr tO CONNECE,  theinformalsectorandin
needed cuddle. “I see sev- . blue-collar jobs have
eral children come on Skﬂl'up and relaX, been back to the “work-
work calls and I have got places” for a while,
to know them more dur- over free beers though. For domestic
ing this pandemic than I ; workers, construction
did before. Most col- When pOSSlble labourers, vegetable ven-
leagues are accepting of 'YX dors, security personnel

these changes but we still

have some way to go. We need to under-
stand that this is us invading home spaces
and not children who are invading work
spaces,” says John.

The one thing her family tries to dois to
have evening tea together, no matter how
hectic the day is or what calls need to be at-
tended. Tea is had on the roof terrace — a

and others, showing up
means everything. In areport on the future
of work published by Capgemini Research
Institute in December 2020, nearly 70 per
cent of organisations believed the produc-
tivity gains of remote working are sustain-
able beyond the pandemic. The report,
noted however, that most organisations
have announced remote working policies

only for corporate employees. Companies
would need to be careful not to create arift
between knowledge workers, who can tran-
sition to remote work easily, and the shop
floor or factory workers, whose jobs are
more tied to organisational premises, the
report added. It quoted Sunil Ranjhan, sen-
ior vice-president, HR, at automobile com-
pany Maruti Suzuki India, who stated,
“Currently, the pandemic is on so you could
have very differentiated ways of working.
But comparisons between blue-collar and
white-collar employees are bound to come
up. Going forward, I see that could be one of
the issues.”

McKinsey Global Institute’s report also
pointed out that some work that techni-
cally can be done remotely is best done in
person. These include negotiations, critical
business decisions, brainstorming sessions,
providing sensitive feedback, and onboard-
ing new employees. The same can be said of
certain jobs where there is the need to in-
teract face-to-face with people, such as for
the staff at Max Foundation, a global health
non-profit that helps cancer patients with
access to treatments and medicines.

Viji Venkatesh, the region head of Max
Foundationin Indiaand South Asia, calls the
pandemic “an unwelcome catalyst”. While
her colleagues have been able to transition
to remote working, it wasn’t without chal-
lenges. Working from home meant sharing
desk space with family members or setting
up special study chairs — all of which em-
ployers need to look into, says Venkatesh,
70.Many of the employees are women, who
had to cope with homeschooling, the de-
mands of the family, and perhaps, the belief

New Delhi

that a man’s work is more important than
awoman’s. Many of their cancer patients
are also located in places where access to a
smartphone is difficult.

Venkatesh was back in office in
September last year, long before India had
started its vaccine roll-out. This month on-
ward, the staff, now fully vaccinated, will
be back in office on a rotational basis. “I
don’t think we want a new normal. We
want an old normal,” says Venkatesh, who
believes that apart from these pandemic
protocols, they hope to work in a manner
nearly similar to how things used to be. As
much as she loved her apartment and the
time she got to spend with her husband,
she prefers things to be in “neat, controlled
compartments”. Some of her determina-
tion, she says, is owed to her age. “I've had
agreat life but this pandemic kind of made
me feel there’s so much more to be done.
And my team is very young. [ have this feel-
ingIshould lead by example being so much
older than them,” she says.

Fuloria says that when Nagarro decided
toreopen their offices, there was a great di-
vide between how work from home was
seen by most people and how managers
saw it. In a survey conducted across their
India offices, with 5,302 respondents, 95
per cent wanted three days or fewer in of-
fice. Managers had a different story, how-
ever. “They had concerns about how their
workloads had increased or how their days
were spent mostly in videoconferences.
There were other challenges. How do we
train people on culture? How do you get
creative ideas if you are not in the same
place? Can we get people to stick with the
company ifit’s just a virtual bond?” Fuloria
says. It, however, wasn’t insurmountable.
Nagarro has now flipped the purpose of the
office space. Henceforth, the workplace will
be a space where colleagues get together
to connect, skill-up and relax, over free
beers when possible.

The question still remains why it took a
pandemic to make employers reassess, or
at least re-orient, the purpose of work-
places. Fuloria believes that one reason has
been the inability to factor in the great tech-
nological leaps made in the last decade. “All
through our lives we lived with the as-
sumption of a five-day workweek or an
eight-hour workday, but there are no real
reasons for them. The availability of inex-
pensive videoconferencing tools and band-
width are a critical part of this reorienta-
tion,” he says.

For several companies, the return to of-
fices will also mean that employees are able
to see tangible ways by which the pan-
demic is addressed, such as special paid
leave for recovery from COVID-19, support
for long-COVID, and access to therapy as
part of their healthcare package. It would
mean accepting that for young employees,
their first job starts off being remote and
that they might have a difficult time transi-
tioning to a five-day week in office. It may
also mean understanding that we liveinan
ableist world, where the needs of several
employees are disregarded.

Fiona Thomas (name changed), 26, a
media manager who works in the educa-
tion sector, left Mumbai when the pan-
demic hit and shifted home to Kerala. The
organisation that she works for paid for the
employees’ vaccinations and is planning
to reopen in a controlled manner eventu-
ally. But Thomas doubts if she will want to
go back to office. Thomas, who manages
animmunocompromised health condition
— which means no partying, no alcohol, no
spicy food — finds that having a support
system at home actually helps with her
productivity. “Living in Mumbai alone, |
was responsible for my own self, which
was a lot for someone with my condition,”
Thomas says. Like nearly everyone in
Mumbai, Thomas did a long commute by
public transport to work, only to get back
home and finish the chores of the day. The
education sector didn’t really allow her
the financial package to hire a domestic
worker either. At home, her dietary needs
are taken care of without any hitch and she
helps her parents around the house.
Evenings are spent relaxing in the com-
pany of family and friends, all of this while
being as productive as she always was. “It
is why I find it fundamentally confusing
that in the last 19 months, we have been
incredibly productive and we have been
able to succeed in everything we picked
up. So, why report in to office when it’s not
needed?” she asks.
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A Day for the

Unsung Heroes

A shout-out to healing maggots,
gregarious gibbons and clever crows

HAVE allocated special days to ourselves

— from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day and

Valentine’s Day and so on. Now, several an-

imals and the environment, too, have cele-
bratory days, even weeks and months dedicated to them.
There’s World Environment Day, Big Butterfly Month, and
National Dog Day! But several worthies have been left out.
Here’s a list of some contenders who should be celebrated
with days and even weeks dedicated to them:

National Dung Beetle Day: Now that dung is being re-
garded as something akin to the food and facials of the
gods, the humble dung beetle needs to be celebrated for
its place in the patty. Dung beetles process all kinds of
dung into rich, fragrant soil and without them we would
be living in a fetid, fly-infested environment ripe with
viruses which would embarrass even COVID-19.

World Cockroach Week: For triggering revulsion,
they're unparalleled. But they're supposed to be the in-
heritors of the planet in case of a nuclear holocaust, and
for this, they must be celebrated.

International Lizard Day: Geckos are the only crea-
tures that can drop their tails and flee when things get
hot; the Komodo has saliva that can kill you in slow mo-
tion and the lounge lizard a tongue smooth as oil on glass!

World Serpent Week: Shafted in the so-called Garden
of Eden, snakes have got a bad rap. Add to that their ven-
omous concoctions (which are being investigated for can-
cer medication) and their unblinking stares and “forked”
tongues. Yet, they are marvels of biochemical engineer-
ing, they get rid of rats, which eat 20 per cent of our food
grain stocks, and spread Black Death.

International Rat Day: Rats are nothing but squirrels
with scaly tails. Luckily, little boys around the world have
for long recognised this and have kept them (and their
cousins, mice), safely in their pockets. Rats have sacrificed
agreat deal in assisting us in our more bizarre and
macabre medical experiments. And then we have
Ratatouille, Mickey Mouse, Water Rat, et al!

International Maggot and Leech Month: Maggots
saved thousands of badly wounded soldiers in the great
wars, by clearing up gangrenous tissues from their

WIKIMEDIACOMMONS
EVERY BREATH YOU TAKE

The Komodo dragon’s saliva can kill you in slow motion

wounds in the battlefield before Florence Nightingale ar-
rived. They're still being used for this purpose in hospitals
— they go for just dead tissue, preventing infection.
Leeches take care of excessive bleeding during surgery,
enabling surgeons to see better what they’re operating on.

Naked Mole Rat Day: Hideously fair and unlovely
(pink), the naked mole rat is highly social, suffers no pain
on account of poor body image or otherwise. Can live ina
low-oxygen atmosphere and has a very long life.
Scientists wonder what the heck is going on!

National Buffelow Day: The poor buffelow (aka buf-
falo) doesn’t seem loaded with grey matter, but can toss
you head over heels — or skewer you like a seekh kebab —
with one swipe of its head! They deserve some respect, at
least for aday!

International Toad Day: In spite of being fat, squat,
clumsy and pockmarked with warts, toads always seem
to have a smug smile on their faces. And Australia’s fa-
mous cane toads have shown the world how to do to
colonialists what they did to us.

International Crow Day: Crows are acknowledged to
be the Einsteins of the avian world. They can be taught to
picklocks, solve puzzles. Stealing comes naturally to them
as does gang violence (lynching) which is now so much
the rage. And all done with a wicked twinkle and glitter in
those beady eyes!

National Indie Day: Ever since the PM put in a word for
them, they must certainly have a day dedicated to them.
Tough, resilient, canny and impervious to global climate
change, these dogs are gaining popularity and social status.

Pedigree Pooch Day: As we are a democracy, we must
also have a day dedicated to these: The pooches — if bred
properly — are top-notch specialists, yes, they may be
fussy, have expensive demands and habits — but hey, you
shouldn’t get a Rolls-Royce if you can’t maintain it.
Unfortunately, rampant puppy-milling goes on with pedi-
grees, and has devastated them.

International Larvae Day: To celebrate the larvae of
millions of species of insects, which eat virtually every-
thing and transform into creatures of ethereal beauty or
total revulsion: a miracle every time! And for giving “sur-
vivors” like British adventurer Bear Grylls something to
disgust viewers with, even though they provide “high-
protein nourishment”. Sacrifices should not go in vain.

National Ape Day: Chimps, gorillas, orangutans and
gibbons have given us so much, and are still giving: wis-
dom, humour, cunning, violence, medical knowledge and
the ability to sing, whoop and dance exuberantly.

‘My films are like my diaries’

Director Mostofa Sarwar Farooki on Bangladeshi New Wave, working with Nawazuddin Siddiqui,
and being nominated for Kim Jiseok Award at the 26th Busan International Film Festival

Tanushree Ghosh

TAKES ingenuity, and frustrations, to
makeasocial satire like Television (2012).

Its orthodox village head, the protago-

nist Chairman Amin, won’t let anybody

in his waterlocked village watch the
haraam forbidden)TV.Inthe end, the very “id-
iot box” allows the pious man to attend hajj at
Mecca. The caricature is empathetic. Amin was
modelled ondirector Mostofa Sarwar Farooki’s
conservative father, who threw out the “shoi-
taner baksho” (devil’s box), and out flew car-
toons and football telecast from Farooki’s life.
Years later, television would become his site of
rebellion and he'd begin his 22-year career with
telefilms showing a society in transition, dab-
blingin themes such as tradition versus moder-
nity, middle-class angst, guilt, redemption, hu-
man frailty and weaving the fantastical and real.

Farooki, the best-known face of
Bangladeshi cinema internationally, has had
polarising reception — flak from the conserva-
tives, love from the young,and audiences over-
seas. “Their support has given me the leverage
to make stories the way I want to,” says the
filmmaker whose three films (Third Person
Singular Number, 2009, Television, and the
late Irrfan Khan-starrer Doob, 2017) were
Bangladesh’s official entries to the Oscars.

His humour, like that of his best films, is wry.
“I'm 18 till I die, a relentlessly curious kid,” says
the 48-year-old. His latest, the Nawazuddin
Siddiqui-starrer, AR Rahman-scored satire No
Land’s Man, premiered this weekin‘AWindow
on Asian Cinema’ segment at the 26th Busan
International Film Festival (BIFF). Farooki is
nominated for the Kim Jiseok Award, alongside
important filmmakers suchas AparnaSen (The
Rapist), Brillante Ma Mendoza (Philippines),
Ogigami Naoko (Japan), Royston Tan
(Singapore), etc. It was at Busan where his Third
Person Singular Number premiered, Television
closed the 2012 edition, where he’sbeenajury,
and where theidea for his latest came to himin
sleep, “11 yearslater, No Land’s Man s that film”.
In 2014, the film was launched at BIFF's Asian
Project Market, won the NFDC Development
Award at Film Bazaar’s co-production market,
and the MPA APSA Academy Film Fund.

Farooqi first wanted “Rahman bhai’s music
in Television” but destiny had other plans. Life
threw a surprise when Rahman boarded the
Siddiqui co-productionas also an executive pro-
ducer. Setmajorlyin the US,and therestin India
and Australia, the film is a “global story” about
anindividual’s quest for identity in a tech-con-
nected but prejudiced world. Edited excerpts:

Thisis the second in an identity trilogy —
the first was Shonibar Bikel (Saturday
Afternoon, 2019) on the 2016 Dhaka bakery
blast. Is this your most political work yet?
So far, it’s the most political, but more than
that it’s my most human, warm, and sad story.
It’s part of a trilogy, but the stories aren’t con-
nected, theideais; the two films are tonally very
different. This one’s about identity. The inter-
netand social media have exposed our stupid-
ity. The 21st century will be remembered as a
century of technological advancementbut also
as a century of stupidity. After all that the
Renaissance Man went through, we've created
aworld now where we love or hate someone
based onwhothey are. Those in power, thereal
identity brokers, sell usa certainidea of identity
(political, religious, social) which we buy into.
Naveen, with no last name, is a powerless guy,
his suffering and loss tragic. As an artiste, I'm
powerless too, and satire is the best way out.

Irrfan spoke Bangla in Doob (No Bed of
Roses), but Nawaz speaks English, No
Land’s Man is an English film, as will be
your next film A Burning Question. Tell us
about the linguistic and contextual shift
from your roots. Do you see yourself asa
global storyteller now?

We’reincreasingly living in a global world.
My dad never travelled beyond Manikpur in
Noakhali district, and Dhaka, he never met a
foreigner except some Middle-Eastern folks,
whilel travel 10 times a year. Every day, | com-
municate with people across races, religions,
geographies, via the internet. We are impacted
by what's happening in the USand elsewhere.
Because our lives, our stories have changed,
we’ll see alot more films with a global context
in the coming days. Obviously, 'm not doing it
to become global, 'm doing it because this is
thelife we are living. And I'll continue making
more Bangladeshi films and OTT series
(#MeToo story Ladies and Gentlemen on Zee5).

Why cast Nawaz and Irrfan in particular?
The charactersI create, they drive the visual
style of my film. Television’s visual style, tonal-
ity was impacted by its eccentric, colourful,
highly-emotional characters. Doob’s visual style
issilent, poetic. The characters don’t communi-
cate with each other, they are like islands, they
don’t vent out their pains, they keep their fires
buried within, like Mount Fuji. For me, exter-
nal preparation isn’t as important. What at-

CLOSE-UP

(Clockwise from top)
Mostofa Sarwar
Farooki; a still from
Television (2012);a
still from the
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui-starrer
No Land’s Man

tracted me to them was their poetic mind, the
ability to transform themselves into a character
and transform the character into themselves.
Nawaz is like (footballer) Lionel Messi. When
Messi dribbles, it seems effortless, easy. If craft
shows, it’s as obnoxious as putting an under-
garment over a pant, only Superman candoit.

You and your avante-garde production
house Chabial champion Bangladeshi
New Wave. Tell us more.

I don’t know what’s new wave. If there’s a
wave, it's still too narrow. I probably did some-
thing new, then a lot of young filmmakers
started writing to me, wanting to learn film-
makingby assisting me.I pushed them tomake
their own stories. That's how people started
calling this group Chabial’s Bhai-Brother. But
Chabialis not the only one. Since we started ear-
lier, it may have left some impact, but every new
filmmaker, who doesn’t work with me, is also
coming up with fresh ideas.

It’s agood year for Bangladeshi films at
global festivals. Three are showing at
Busan, including Rehana Maryam
Noor, the first Bangladeshi film to be
nominated at Cannes’ Un Certain Regard.
Ihaven't seen Rehana yet (before it, the late
Tareque Masud’s Matir Moina/The Clay Bird,
2002, was the only Bangladeshi film screened
atCannes). Whenl first started (Bachelor, 2004),
the prevalent acting was theatrical, stylistic. The

KAUSHIKIQBAL

intellectuals hated me for making actors act
naturally, they said I was killing acting. The
younger filmmakers now canget the most nat-
ural acting out of their actors, and this is what
is making Bangladeshi New Wave, if you may
callit, interesting, because the performance and
the stories are taken from life around us.

Did directors like Tareque Masud pave the
way for filmmakers like you to emerge?

Totalkof the Bangladeshilegacy, we have to
mention Zahir Raihan and Alamgir Kabir as
well. But Tareque Masud has impacted my ca-
reer, my life in a big way. I used to express my-
selfthrough poetry whichInever published be-
cause of my middle-class shyness. I'd watch
films at film societies. That’s when [ was intro-
duced to Tareque bhai. When I started making
TV productions, [ was instantly declared a per-
sona non grata by the Bangladeshi intellectu-
als, for ‘ruining Bangla language and the grav-
ity of cinema’. The strange thing in our cinema
isthatinaruralstory, it’s fine to use Bangladeshi
dialects, but in an urban story, the characters
speak like Kolkata people. The obsession with
Satyajit Ray, Uttam Kumar-Suchitra (Sen) was
recreated on our television. But our way of ex-
pressing is completely different. In my telefilms,
when I made my characters speak the way
Bangladeshis do, the youth instantly connected
withitbut the middle-class intellectuals bashed
me. Tareque bhairisked his positionas the dar-
ling of Bangladeshi intellectuals to defend me
in ProthomAlo (national daily), he wrote, ‘what
Farooki is doing, if you think that he’s wrong,
then world cinema is wrong.’ He'd even say |
could ‘make a banana tree act’ (laughs).

As aBangladeshi, howdoyoureactto CAA,
NRGC, and the politics of the two countries?
[used tocomment alot earlier on social me-
dia, but the comments made my life hell. [ think
a filmmaker is a highly political animal, im-
pacted by the politics of time, history, religion,
sex, climate change, etc. My films are like my
diaries. 'm writing and leaving a statement, a
comment on the time and space I'm living in.

Maybe You Should

Talk to Someone

The only way to take away the stigma associated with
mental-health care is to make it accessible and routine

Chandrakant Lahariya

IN MY adult life so far, I have sought formal
medical consultations only twice. Once, with
a psychiatrist and the second time, with a
general physician. It is not that I don’t fall sick
— I do occasionally — but being a doctor,
mostly I prescribe for myself or in rare cases,
call a doctor friend.

The visit to the physician was a few years
ago. | had returned from a five-day-three-
city hectic work trip and had fatigue and was
feverish. Then and even today, I think all that
I needed was good rest. However, my wife
forced me to sit in the car and stopped only
when we reached a doctor’s clinic. The visit
to the psychiatrist was long ago, when I was
inthe third year of medical school, and com-
pletely on my volition. College years can be
very distressing — familial pressure, personal
issues, studies and much more — things on
two extremes that you either you wish tore-
call often or systematically eliminate from
your memory. On that visit, all that the “good
shrink” did was to sort of counsel and reas-
sure; no medication was prescribed. It is an
old saying that a good doctor is one whom
you don’t have to visit again, at least for the
same episode of illness. [ never needed to
visit him again. Years later, | met him ata so-
cial function, and thanked him. In hindsight,
to consult a psychiatrist was one of the best
decisions of my life.

In India, people do not routinely seek
mental-health services due to a multitude of
reasons which are linked to both demand and
supply aspects. One, that “mental illnesses
cannot be treated” is an age-old and widely
prevalent myth, both in rural populations and
urban settings, that urgently needs to be
busted. Some mental-health issues are not
completely curable, the way all physical ill-
nesses are not curable. However, a majority
of physical and mental illnesses can be
treated. All we need to doiis start seeking care.

Second, in India, when it comes to men-
tal-health issues, the fatalistic belief that
“time is the biggest healer” is deep-rooted.
Nothing heals with time and each one of us
must proactively seek remedies. Though
memories may fade over time, there is no
conclusive proof that time has healed evena
single person in history. Getting expert ad-
vice and guidance have worked for most. If
we do not pay attention to stress, anxiety or
depression in real time, these could precipi-
tate as more serious health issues.

Third, we often hear that there is a major
shortage of trained psychiatrists and men-
tal-health facilities in the country. It is true
thatIndia needs more mental-health work-
force. However, while developing ap-
proaches to increase workforce, Indian states
also need to utilise the available workforce,
efficiently. Every mental-health issue does
not need a psychiatrist. Six out of every seven
people with mental-health needs can ini-

DOCON CALL
If we don’t pay

attention to
stress, anxiety or
depression in real
time, these could
precipitate as more
serious health issues
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tially be attended by trained non-specialist
doctors and mental-health counsellors. Only
some would need a referral to a specialist.
The need for mental-health care has be-
come more relevant than ever during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Families have lost loved
ones; the treatment of the sick has made
many poorer; people have either lost their
sources of income or had their earnings dras-
tically reduced. Many who have recovered
from the infection continue to have post-and
long-COVID symptoms. The children have
been deprived of education and playgrounds
and excessively exposed to computer
screens. The levels of stress and the need for
mental-health services for many individuals
and families have significantly increased. The
old approach of not seeking care for mental

New Delhi

health issues can be very damaging, both in
short and long term.

October 10is globally commemorated as
World Mental Health Day. In India, every
year, the Union and state governments cus-
tomarily commemorate this and other sim-
ilar days. We, as a nation, seem to have mas-
tered the art of festivals, celebrations and
commemoration at the most superficial
level. On Dussehra, the dominating thought
for most remains where the biggest effigy in
the city is. The thoughts about victory of good
over evil comes, fleetingly, if at all. Many who
go to Rajghat every October 2 may not have
practised even one teaching of Gandhi.

This World Mental Health Day has to be
different. While governments need todo more
forimproved mental-health services for every
citizen, let's put more faith in actions atanin-
dividual and citizen level. We can commit to
start seeing mental illness just like any other
physicalillness and start a conversation tore-
duce the stigma around these conditions. We
need to start seeking expert advice when
needed and early; to encourage and support
others to seek care. While the rich and mid-
dle class can still manage, for the poor,
strengthening government mental healthcare
services is the only solution.

In the middle of the pandemic, I advised
one of my patients to consult a psychiatrist at
the nearby government hospital. He was re-
luctant as he thought that if his peers learnt
about it, that would be a blow to his reputa-
tion. Then suddenly he said, “Ameer logon ke
liye toh iss desh mein sab kuch aasaan hai,
video call par. Aap sarkar se kahiye, dimag ki
bimariyon ke doctor online kar dein (For the
rich in this country everything is easy and
available on video call. Please tell the govern-
ment that doctors for mental healthillnesses
should be available online).” How naive [ was
to forget that time had stood still for the poor
for centuries.

The writer is a Delhi-based physician

and public-health specialist
N u
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Leafing Through History

An archival account of the work of Indian artists who enriched the tradition of botanical paintings

Ganesh Saili

ANDERING THROUGH
the thousand-acre Forest
Research Institute in
Dehradun, I take a break
from its immaculate
brick-lined corridors to step into a room.
Around me are the paintings of flowering
branches of beautiful trees of India, faithfully
depicting the shape and colour of flowers,
leaves and branches. It takes my breath away
withits accuracy and freshness, where every
single petal comes alive. Some of these in-
clude the work of the artist Ganga Singh.

But more on him later.

Almost two centuries after the first
botanical paintings made their long journey
from colonial India to the Kew Gardens in
London, along comes a book that perhaps
represents the first return journey of an
archive. Seventy years after wresting inde-
pendence from the British Crown, for the first
time, the tradition of Indian botanical artists
has been showcased between two covers.

Fortunately, in recent times, artists such
as Hemlata Pradhan in Kalimpong, Nirupa
Rao in Bengaluru and Jaggu Prasad in
Rajasthan have exhibited their work the
world over, while gently passing on the baton
of botanical painting to the younger genera-
tion of artists.

IR
s
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PETAL TALK

(From left) Chrysanthamum by unknown artist
¢ 1795; chir pine by a Calcutta artist c 1828;
knotweeds by unknown artist c 1828

What really must have gone through the
mind of a 16-year-old still-wet-behind-the-
ears Ganga Singh as he walked through the
gates of the Chandbagh in 1911, the gravel

crunching underfoot? The

This tradition of flower oo incredibly talented painter
painting dates back at least , from the tiny village of
as far as 1620, when The local artists Kakhola, with a population
Emperor Jahangir commis- of 19, became a trainee
sioned a detailed study of were greatly botanical artist there. For
the botany which so de- . the next 20 years, there was
ligh}:ed him on a visifngo 1nﬂuenced by no looking back.
Kashmir in springtime. The Retirement in 1942 saw
g)cal artidsts \]/)vere greatly in- European herbals Il\l/}n;] jqil; dthg dstagf ohf

uence y European aharaja Yadavindra Sing|
herbals and woodcut illus- and WOOdCUt of Patiala, painting the col-
trations of the time and ; ; lected florain over 400 wa-
theseled toa certain formal- 1llustrat10ns Of tercolours over the next
itygndacanqcyinrepresen— the time two decade;s, until he
tation alongside the already passed away in 1971.
established naturalistic ob- (X X} Elsewhere, others like

servation of plants. Down

the ages, flower ornament went on to become
a central feature of Indian decoration: in ar-
chitecture, carpets, other textiles and also in
Indian miniatures and book design.

him who did not come
from a family of traditional artists, were usu-
ally hired and trained by the British to paint
in the Western illustrative “East India
Company” tradition, though Singh was so

DEPENDING ON where one looks from,
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has
a different shape, size, goal and impact.
From the company’s point of view, very
often, it is giving back to the community
and contributing to the all-round devel-
opment of its employees. From the by-
stander’s lens, however, most CSR work
isseenonly as a task that companies and
conglomerates undertake because the
government mandates it. That any and
all CSR work is just to offset the bad
karma that corporate greed brings.
Snigdha Parupudi’s book, A Silent
Revolution, challenges these notions from
the word go. The book, which details the
journey of Srinivasan Services Trust, talks
about how CSR must not be a yoke forced
upon the shoulders of the company but

Ready and In Service

a collective responsibility of the corpo-
rate and the community.

Founded in 1996 by Venu Srinivasan,
the Chairman of TVS Motor Company,
the Srinivasan Services Trust (SST) has,
over time demonstrated with success
why it is important to follow in social
service the same strict management
principles applied to factory floor and of-
fice suites, Parupudi writes.

The book teems with anecdotes and
stories of communities coming together
to work with SST, while also explaining
why the functioning of this company-
run trust is very different from other non-
government organisations that also func-
tion alongside them.

For example, in the very beginning,
Parupudi writes about how a leaky tap had

INDIAN
BOTANICAL ART:
ANILLUSTRATED
HISTORY

BY MARTYN RIX
ROYAL
BOTANICAL
GARDENS/ROLI
BOOKS

224 pages; X1495

SHELF LIFE

ASILENT
REVOLUTION:
THE JOURNEY OF
THE SRINIVASAN
SERVICES TRUST
BY SNIGDHA
PARUPUDI
HarperCollins

376 pages; X499
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unlike the artists that worked for Scottish
botanist and physician William Roxburgh, or
those that did the Dapuri Drawings, commis-
sioned by another East India Company offi-
cial Alexander Gibson. Many early paintings
by Singh carry the signatures of late 18th cen-
tury artists like Sheikh Zain al-Din, Bhawani
Das and Ram Das. The trio also created por-
traits of birds, fish and some of the animals
kept in Lady Impey’s Calcutta menagerie
around 1780.

Initially, all artists were influenced by the
paintings of the gifted 19th-century botanist
Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker, who visited India
around 1850 and met many skilled artists,
whose paintings he greatly admired. This
made him start his own collection that in-
cluded his own works as well. All these were
sent to his father, who was a curator at the
Kew Gardens.

Of course, there were many artists who
chose to root their work in the Western tra-
dition of British botanical artists like Hooker,
and the Dutch artists that were brought over
to draw Hendrik Adriaan van Rheede tot
Drakenstein’s Hortus Indicus Malabaricus, in-

stead of following the tradition of Mughal
botanical painting started by Jahangir. They
were interested in all commercial aspects of
plants that grew on the coast of Kerala, and
particularly in spices and medicinal plants.
They evolved a style which was distinctly
their own and are a powerful demonstration
of their complete mastery over the medium
—youwill find in the pages of this well-pro-
duced book, images that seem to float off the
surface, so exquisitely the ink and paint come
together on paper.

It is heartening to note that the work of
Indian artists has been recognised for the first
time. More often than not, publications over-
look giving credit where it is due.
Resurrecting the names of these forgotten
artists, thus, is a way of giving credit where it
is due and a noble way of correcting a pro-
found archival erasure.

This book is a valuable contribution that
does a course correction of history’s
collective amnesia.

Ganesh Saili is a writer and photographer
based out of Landour

the villagers petitioning that SST fix the tap
instead of themselves. The incident forced
the Trust as well as its then chairman and
former Indian Administrative Services of-
ficer Ashoke Joshi to change tack by ask-
ing them to contribute to the development
of their communities as well.

Theidea, writes Parupudi, though rev-
olutionary, facedits share of challenges as
people would question if TVS Motors, the
company backing the trust, did not have
enough money to complete the tasks they
undertook. With time, however, the com-
munities where SSTworked, understood
the concept behind them being asked to
pay and would regularly contribute, start-
ing initially with 10-15 per cent of the proj-
ect, which then gradually went up to as
much as 40 per cent.

The book canalso function as a ready
reckoner on why, despite the presence
of so many NGOs on ground in rural

India, there is very little sustainable de-
velopment that has been achieved over
all these years. Most NGOs, Parupudi says
in her book, choose to work only till they
need to provide some sort of relief, or
provide food following a natural
calamity. The book also talks in detail
about why SST, unlike many other com-
pany-run trusts and NGOs, choose to
partner with the government and ensure
last-mile delivery instead of targeting
and downplaying their schemes.

For all its easy narration, the book
could have done with more statistics and
data, explaining how SST has, in just over
two decades, managed to run and oper-
ate an NGO that does not helicopter in
only when there are tragedies. The ab-
sence of images, bars and graphs to break
the monotony of uninterrupted narra-
tive is, sadly, a missed opportunity.

AASHISH ARYAN

News from
Faraway Places

A travelogue recounting her adventures in China in
the late 1950s offers insight into the early years of
historian Romila Thapar’s career and life

Tansen Sen

THE BUDDHIST grottoes in Dunhuang and
Maijishan in present-day Gansu Province,
People’s Republic of China (PRC), are remnants
of centuries-long religious and commercial
interactions along the so-called “Silk Routes”.
The Indian sinologist PC Bagchi and KM
Panikkar, the first Indian ambassador to the
PRC, visited these sites in 1948 and 1951 re-
spectively and emphasised the need for Indian
scholars to study them. Romila Thapar's re-
markable travelogue Gazing Eastwards on her
visit to these two sites in 1957 owes much to
these two earlier visits, and especially to
Panikkar’s intervention.

Thapar is one of the most renowned schol-
ars of Indian history and an influential intellec-
tual in India. However, her trip to China as a
doctoral student at the School of Oriental and
Aftrican Studies in London is less well-known.
Gazing Eastwards offers insights into Thapar's
early academic career and her experiences be-
yond the study of Indian history. Based on the
diary she kept during the four-month trip, the
book recounts her experiences and encoun-
ters at sites very few foreigners (or even
Chinese citizens) visited during the 1950s. It
alsoincludes a particularly useful Introduction
that outlines the “Silk Routes” exchanges and
the role of Dunhuang and Maijishan in these
long-distance interactions.

Together with the Paris-based art histo-
rian Anil de Silva and the photographer
Dominique Darbois, Thapar travelled as a re-
search assistant in China between July and
October 1957. The trip resulted in the publi-
cation of two important studies: The Art of
Chinese Landscape in the Caves of Tun-huang
(1964) by de Silva, and The Cave Temples of
Maichishan (1969) by Michael Sullivan. Both
volumes contain stunning images by Darbois.
Inthe latter work, de Silva provides a shortac-
count of the visit (erroneously mentioning
that it took place in 1958), in which Thapar
credits the trip to Panikkar and his “personal
contact” with Premier Chou En-lai “made
while he was Indian Ambassador in Peking.”

The result of this “personal contact” is ev-
ident through the book. The Society for
Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries
hosted the trip; several renowned Chinese
scholars, including the leading archaeologist
XiaNai and the Indologist Ji Xianlin, met with
them; provincial and local officials arranged
for travel and stay; the team was invited to of-
ficial events, including at a state reception for
the visiting Indian president, SRadhakrishnan.
Despite such official support, their travels de-
viated significantly from the scripted tours of
foreign delegations common during the '50s.

The researchers first travelled to Beijing
from Paris via Prague and Moscow. After a few
days in Beijing and dining at the obligatory
Peking Duck Restaurant, they began their jour-
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ney,accompanied by aninterpreter, by train to
Xi’an, the ancient Chinese capital, and to
Lanzhou, the gateway to Central Asia. From
Lanzhou they went by a bumpy road to
Maijishan, their first research site. After a pro-
ductive stay, they journeyed further west to
the historical frontier towns of Tianshui and
Jiuquan before arriving in Dunhuang, the “high
point” of their trip. Visits to Zhengzhou,
Nanjing, Shanghai and Hangzhou later, they
returned to Beijing. Their final stop was in
Guangzhou/ Canton, where their hosts organ-
ised a “spectacular” farewell and toasted “the
enduring friendship” between Indiaand China
with glasses of Moutai,a potent Chinese liquor.

The book contains valuable insights into
the lives of people in urban and rural China,
the state of museums and educational institu-
tions inmajor cities, interactions with Chinese
academics, and the feeling of being an Indian,
especially a sari-clad woman, in a foreign land.
Perhaps, the most remarkable part of the trav-
elogue is the description of Thapar's stay at a
Buddhist monastery in Maijishan. Here she
lost a table tennis game to a monk, learned to
play the two-stringed Chinese instrument
erhy, and listened to locals sing, including a
Chinese rendition of Awaara hoon from the
Hindi film Awara (1951).

The homeland always lurks in travel nar-
ratives in foreign regions. India appears in var-
ious contexts (but unfortunately, not in the
book’s index) in Gazing Eastwards, including
in discussions about the Buddhist influences
on China, the comparisons of cultural prac-
tices and states of development. Here Thapar’s
lamentations about the fundamental differ-
ence between Chinese and Indian traditions of
record-keeping is most noteworthy. Several
times, she bemoans that, while Chinese
Buddhist pilgrims and historians have left be-
hind accounts of foreign lands, including India,
“pre-modern Indians...remained uninterested
incommenting on the world beyond theirim-
mediate own....Itis such a stunning contrast to
the Chinese avidly wanting to know about the
wider world and writing about it,” she writes.

It is in this context of a dearth of Indian
writings on China that the value of Thapar's
travelogue must be considered. The first
Indian travel writings on China appeared only
inthelate-19th century and increased in num-
bers during the first half of the 20th century.
However, accounts by Indian women visiting
Chinaarerare. Activist GitaBandyopadhyay’s
From Moscow to China(1952), which describes
her visit in 1949-50 to attend the Asian
Women'’s Conference, may have been the first
such work. Thapar’s book belongs to this rare
category. In both cases, insights into the role
and status of women in China, often with re-
flections about gender issues in India, and the
experiences of female travellers in a foreign
land appear in great detail.

Yet, while Bandyopadhyay’s narrative is
overwhelmingly sympathetic towards the
new Communist government in the PRC,
Thapar is more introspective about its con-
temporary conditions and the country’s fu-
ture prospects. The combination of academic
explorations and adventures of foreign travel
makes the book immensely enlightening and
enjoyable and a worthwhile relief from the fo-
cus on nation-state relations that dominates
Indian publications on China.

Senisdirector of the Center for Global Asiaand
professor of History, New York University, Shanghai
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Sundae
Inspiration

An inspiring story of enterprise
and frugality that led to the birth
of a multi-crore dairy company

DREAMING UP A FUTURE
RG Chandramogan

T Nanda Kumar

EARD OF Ibaco? In the small town of Kollam

in south Kerala, it is the preferred destination

for young ice-cream lovers. The town, like

many others in south India, boasts of interna-
tional brands like Baskin Robbins, London Dairy, etc.
Ibaco is a brand owned by Hatsun Agro Product (HAP), a
Rs 5,500-crore company known for Arokya milk and
Arun Ice Creams.

Harish Damodaran (national rural affairs and agricul-
ture editor, The Indian Express, and currently on sabbatical
as senior fellow at the Centre for Policy Research) brings
to us the fascinating story of RG Chandramogan, the man
behind Hatsun, and his journey from an investment of
Rs 13,000 and three ice cream carts to becoming the
largest private dairy company in India — a journey that
took him five decades, countless mistakes and a fierce de-
termination to succeed.

Chandramogan, whom I've met, is from Virudhunagar;
adistrict in southern Tamil Nadu, a place known for enter-
prising people. He has a Kamaraj-esque countenance (the
late K Kamaraj, veteran Congress leader; hailed from
Virudhunagar) — simple, almost frugal, clear-headed, fo-
cussed and not afraid of failures. The book describes the
journey of Hatsun Agro, mostly told by the promoter him-
self, but substantiated by facts and figures where required.
There are interesting bits which throw light on the charac-
ter of the person and, in the process, provide valuable les-
sons to the reader. Sample a few: His first lesson from his
grandmother was that “water is like gold, not a drop
should be wasted.” In water-scarce Virudhunagar, this was
avaluable lesson for a boy of six. Thrift is part of his DNA.
This explains the fact that the first refrigerator for his house
came 12 years into the ice-cream business and his own
house came after almost 30 years in the company. But he
did not hesitate to invest Rs 105 crore in Active Bulk
Coolers, a technology developed by two techies from MIT,
the US, or Rs 115 crore in “Ekomilk” analysers and rooftop
solar systems in his purchase centres. Nor did he hesitate
to engage the services of Al Ries, an
international brand consultant for
$60,000 for three days!

The real strength of the com-
pany seems to be its ability to
learn from mistakes. As Harish
putsit, learning from mistakes has
s been hard-wired into the com-
pany’s DNA — something large
companies looking for “haircuts”
before National Company Law
Tribunal would be loath to admit!

There are more lessons to be

gggﬁ&;ﬁR OUGH: learnt from the story, mostly from

THE RISE OF © the mistakes it made. Read the

INDIA'S LARGEST portion on how adding rural retail
outlets to milk collection centres

PRIVATE DAIRY . .
failed! There are more such in-

COMPANY .

BY HARISH stances which could become ex-
cellent case studies in top man-

DAMQDARAN agement institutions.

Penguin Viking Afew lessons, in my view,

224 pages carry the Dr Verghese Kurien (man

699 behind India’s White Revolution)

stamp. Creating value for con-
sumers and adherence to quality are two of them. The de-
cision to buy all milk directly from producers (most private
dairies depend on intermediaries), investing in fodder de-
velopment in association with Tamil Nadu Agricultural
University to reduce cost for farmers (read the interesting
part on crude protein requirements for milch animals), in-
vesting in the integrity of the cold chain right from the col-
lection point (farmers should be able to pour the milk into
acold chain, preferably within the hour), are leaves out of
Kurien's book. For a private company, this required great
courage and conviction. Chandramogan has an interesting
name for such decisions: “economic moats against com-
petition”. His commitment to quality and consumer de-
light comes through, when he asserts that the company
pays rent and electricity charges of all their retail outlets to
ensure that the franchisee has no incentive to switch off
power at night (probably a lesson from Mother Dairy’s
practices). There are valuable lessons for those wanting to
enter a competitive market. Conventional marketing the-
ory will suggest a price point entry: not Hatsun. Arokya
(meaning health in Tamil) was positioned as Nalarappal
(4.5 per cent fat milk) at a higher price to take on the estab-
lished 3 per cent (fat) milk of Aavin (Tamil Nadu Dairy Co-
op). The story of Arun ice cream taking on brands like
Kwality is another study in strategic marketing!

The book also reveals how policies under the Milk and
Milk Product Order (MMPO) almost thwarted private sec-
tor efforts at getting a registration in the 2000s. But for an
intelligent secretary in the department of animal hus-
bandry (late Nishikant Sinha) who overruled the objec-
tions of the lower bureaucracy, there would have been no
Hatsun and no story! Had there been no MMPO, more
Hatsuns would have come up in many parts of India!

Afascinating story, full of facts and anecdotes (my ad-
vice, skip the place names and some of the numbers), this
isabook in true Harish Damodaran style and a must read
for budding entrepreneurs, agri-professionals, business
schools and those who want to stay long-term in business!

The writer is former chairman, National Dairy Development Board,
and former secretary, agricutture and food, Government of India
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PERSONAL

Sandeep Kumar son Surendra
Singhresidence Kutubgarh,
Post-Thanabhawan, District
Shamli, Uttar Pradesh.lam
working on the post of
Havildar, inthe departmental
certificates the date of birth of
my son Devrajis 12.12.2006
whichis wrong, the date of
birth in high school and Aadhar
card is 12.09.2006 whichis
correct. 0070756926-1

I,TANVI KAPUR D/O NARAIND
KAPUR R/0O 163 GOLF LINKS,
DELHI-110003,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO TANVEEY KAPUR.

0040587611-11

I,Suman Gulia W/0 Late
Narender Gulia R/0.H.NO-737,
Yadav Mohalla Haiderpur Gaon
Shalimar-Bagh,Delhi-110088,
changed my name to Suman
Bala. 0040587611-6

I,Shweta Vashisht D/o Sh.Vinod
Kumar W/o Sh.Yash Gaur age-
30,years R/0-611, Islampur-
Colony Sec-38,Gurugaon
Haryana, have changed my
name from Shweta to Shweta
Vashisht,for all purposes

0040587560-3

1,Shekhar pille,S/0 Arun kumar
pille R/0-E,147 hauz-khas,new
delhi-110016,shekhar pillai
changed my name to shekhar
pille. 0040587615-4

I,Shashi Arora D/o Topan Dass
Arora W/o Dinesh Sadana R/o
72 Sector-18A Faridabad have
changed my name to Shashi
Sadana. 0040587553-1

1,SNEH SINGH,W/0 PAVAN
KUMAR,R/0 FLAT.NO.5074
FLOOR-5BLOCK-E2 CROSSING
REPUBLIK, GHAZIABAD,U.P
201016, changed my name to
SNEHLATA SINGH.

0040587613-5

I,SHREEYA BHARDWAJ,W/O
RAJAT BANSAL R/0.HNO.4, 2ND-
FLOOR,POCKET-3, SECTOR-
24,ROHINI,DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
SHREYA BHARDWAJ.

0040587613-2

1,SHASHI,W/0.ANIL KUMAR
ADD-C-4/15,GALINO-4,
VASHISHT PARK PANKHA ROAD
,NANGAL RAYA ,NEW DELHI-
110046.Changed my name to
SHASHI DEVI, permanantly.

0040587613-10

1,SANJAY SINGH, S/0 KESHAR
LAL PASWAN,ADDRESS-K-62,
DEFENCE ENCLAVE, MALIKPUR
KOHI,RANGPURI, MAHIPALPUR,
New Delhi-110037.Changed my
name to SANJAY.

0040587611-7

1, SAMDHAN BASHA,SON OF,CM
BASHA, RESIDING AT,40/1,
BABA-NAGAR BANGLORE
NORTH AFS YELAHANKA
KARNATAKA-560036,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
SAMDHAN BASHATO
CHERUKURU SAMDHAN BASHA
VIDE-AFFIDAVIT IN-
DL33152469368759T DATED.06-
oct-2021. 0040587625-9

1,Pinky S/0 BadluRam
Sharma,R/0 H.N0.92/24,
Jharsa-Road, Kirti Nagar,
Gurugram(Haryana)-122001,
have changed my nameto
Pinki Sharma. 0040587613-4

I,PRADEEP KUMAR,S/O SUNDER
PAL SINGH residing at GH-001,
WINDSOR PARK,5 VIBHAV-
KHAND, INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD, U.P-201014,have
changed my name to PRADEEP
KUMAR CHAUDHARY.

0040587613-8

ILHARBANS SANDHU / HARBANS
SINGH,S/0..SANTOKH SINGH
ADD- 1/9153-A WEST ROHTASH
NAGAR SHAHDARA DELHI-
110032,changed my name to
HARBANS SINGH, permanantly.

0040587615-3

1, JASVIR KAUR SANDHU W/O.
AMARJEET SINGH ADD-1/9153-
A WEST ROHTASH-NAGAR
SHAHDARA DELHI 110032.
Changed my name to JASVIR
KAUR.permanantly.

0040587615-2

l,Inderjeet Kaur Anand W/o
Jashir Singh Anand R/0-CB-
13A, DDA-Flats,Hari Nagar, New
Delhi-110064,have changed my
name to Inderjeet Kaur,for all
future purposes.

0040587560-1

I,HAMSAVENL,WIFE OF, M KYUVA
RAJ,RESIDING AT,1A 64/2
HAMSAVENI NILAYAM BEHIND
TTKFACTORY GANGAPPA
LAYOU SHAKTHINAGAR
BANGALORENORTH
BANGALORE DOORVANINAGAR
KARNATAKA-560016,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME
HAMSABNITO HAMSAVENI
VIDE AFFIDAVIT IN-
DL33150658665894T DATED-
06.0CT.2021. 0040587625-6

I,Gurpreet Kalra,D/o Ravinder
Singh Kalra R/0-502,Nag
Chaudhary, DRDO Complex,
Timarpur,Delhi-110054,have
changed my name to Gurpreet
Kaur. 0040587611-10

l,Gurcharan Kaur Anand W/o
Jasvinder Singh,R/0-CB-13A,
DDA-Flats,Hari Nagar, New
Delhi-110064, have changed my
name to Gurcharan kaur,for all
future purposes.

0040587560-2

l,Ganesh Ram,S/0 Gabru Ram
R/0,Sainij Agarchatti Sainj
Saini Chamoli Uttarakhand-
246428,have changed my name
to Ganesh Kumar.

0040587613-1

I,Dharmender Kumar,S/o
Khajan Singh R/0-X/3664F,
Street.No.4,Raghubar-Pura
No.2,Shanti-Mohalla,Gandhi-
Nagar,Delhi-110031,have
changed the name of my minor
daughter Bhumi Aged-12Years
to Bhumi Prajapati,for all
purposes 0040587611-8

I,Dharmender Kumar,S/o
Khajan Singh R/0-X/3664F
Street.No.4,Raghubar-Pura
No.2,Shanti-Mohalla,Gandhi-
Nagar,Delhi-110031,have
changed the name of my minor
son Yuvraj Aged-9Years to
Yuvraaj Prajapati,forall
purposes. 0040587611-9

I,Amit Kumar Kulshreshtha,S/0
Shashi Kant Kulshrestha,R/O
House.No0-130 Gali.No-10,West
Guru Angad-Nagar Laxmi-
Nagar,Delhi-110092 Have
Changed My Name To Amit
Kulshreshtha,For All,Future
Purposes. 0040587611-1

1,CHHAJID BASHA,SON OF,CM
BASHA,RESIDING AT,40/1,
BABA-NAGAR BANGLORE-
NORTH AFS YELAHANKA
KARNATAKA-560063,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM CH
HAJID BASHA TO CHERUKURU
HAJID BASHA VIDE-AFFIDAVIT
IN-DL33152469368759T
DATED.06-OCT-2021.

0040587625-8

1,ANU BALA W/0 RAMAN SINGH
R/0 A1/208,A-BLOCK,MADHU
VIHAR, DELHI-110059.l WANT
TO CORRECT MY NAME FROM
ANNU TO ANU BALA BOTH ARE
THE SAME PERSON AS WELL AS
I WANT TO CORRECT THENAME
OF MY HUSBAND FROM AMAN
TO RAMAN SINGH.AND ALSO
WANT TO CORRECT THE
ADDRESS FROM A2-208,
GALI.NO-01,MADHU VIHAR
TO,A1-208 A-1BLOCK MADHU
VIHAR.IN MY SON’S BIRTH
CERTIFICATE.

0040587626-8

I, Tejan Pujji S/o0 Gurdip Pujji R/0
R-592,New Rajinder Nagar, New
Delhi-110060 have changed my
name to Tejan Kapur.

0040587615-5

I, Sachin S/o Keshav Ram R/0 B-
225,Gali No.4,Karan Vihar,
Delhi-110086 have changed my
name to Sachin Nishad
permanently. 0040587615-6

I,Nandi Choudhary,R/O Flat.No-
109,4th-Floor,House.No-B 164,
Khasra.No0-1918/2, VasantKunj-
Enclave,New-Delhi-110070,
Have Changed my Minor Child
Name Sanchay Nandi to
Sanchay Choudhary.

0040587611-5

I,NEHA BABBER W/0O RAJU
BABBER R/02719/203,
TRINAGAR,GANESHPURA,NEAR
PNB ATM,DELHI-110035. HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO NEHA
BABBAR. 0040587613-3

I, MUKESH KUMAR,SON OF,ASHA
RAM R/O.HOUSE.NO-113,
HOLAMBI KALAN, DLEHI-
110082,Inform That my correct
name is MUKESH KUMAR(in
AADHAR Card)Instead of
MUKESH WER (GUN LICENCE),
now | assured to the concerned
deptt.Both MUKESH KUMAR &
MUKESH WER is the name of
one Person who is me.,For
all,future purposes.

0040587613-7

1,MANOJ KUMAR,son of,Late Sh.
Bishwnath PR Thakur, resident
of,D-771, Sector-D, Mandir
Marg,Gole-Market, New-Delhi-
110001, have changed my
minor son’s name,from
SWAPNIL to SWAPNIL
SHEKHAR,for all future
purposes. 0040587613-6

1,MKYUVARAJ,SON OF
KUPPASWAMY,RESIDING AT,1A
64/2 HAMSAVENINILAYAM
BEHIND TTKFACTORY
GANGAPPA LAYOUT
SHAKTHINAGAR BANGALORE
NORTH BANGALORE
DOORVANINAGAR
KARNATAKA-560016,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMEMK
YUVARAJTOMKYUVA
RAJVIDE-AFFIDAVIT IN-
DL33151891583915T,DATED 06-
OCT-2021.

0040587625-7

I, Sachin S/0 Sanjay Bhatia, R/0
H.No- 205, Gali No- 6, Krishna
Nagar, Rewari, Haryana-
123401, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Sachin Bhatia.

0070756900-1

I, Reetesh Kumar S/O Rejender
Kumar Aggarwal, R/O Flat No.8,
Vidya Vihar, Apartment, Rohini
Sector-9, Delhi-110085 Have
Changed My Name To Reetesh
Kumar Agarwal 0040587524-1

I, Ramesh Kumar S/o Ram
Partap R/0 MG-1/8, Vikaspuri,
New Delhi-110018 have
changed my name to Ramesh
Kumar Ohri. 0040587615-11

l,Rajesh Setia s/o Inder Mohan
Setiar/o W-131, Greater
Kailash-2, Delhi-110048 have
changed my minor son’s name
from JAI to JAI INDER SETIA

0040587591-1

1, Mona Sikka w/o0 Manoj R/o
142/15, Sai Dass Colony,
Rohtak, Haryana,have changed
my name to Mona
permanently.

0040587611-4

I, Manvir Singh, and Anita
Residents 76-D Aravali
Apartment Sector-52 Noida
Gautam Buddha Nagar-UP
They declare that our namesin
my Son’s, Prince Chaudhary’s
passport (Passport no.
P6653574) and educational
certificates were wrongly
mentioned as Manveer
Chaudhary and Kamlesh. The
correct Father’snameis
Manvir Singh, and the mother’s
name is Anita.

0040587578-1

I, Isha Dehra W/o Bhavesh
Pahuja R/0 66/2,Ashok Nagar,
New Delhi-110018 have
changed my nametolIsha
Pahuja permanently.

0040587615-10

I, Mahesh Chand S/o Late. Gyan
Chand R/o0 B-2/47-C, Sai
Apartments, Sector-71, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, UP, have
changed my Son name from
Jatinto Jatin Singh for all future
Purposes. 0070756915-1

I, Kusum Lata D/o Keshwa Nand
R/0J-3/145,2nd Floor, Kishan
Ganj, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-
110092 have changed my name
to Kusum Sameer Ansari for all
future purposes. 0040587579-1

I, Kush Kumar Bhargava S/o
Jagdish Prasad Bhargava R/o
RZH-706, Gali No-2, Raj Nagar -
II,Palam Colony, New Delhi-
110077.1confirmthat Kush
Kumar and Kush Kumar
Bhargava name are one and
same Person. 0070756914-1

I, Geetu W/o Ajay Paul Marken,
R/013-C, Janyug Apartments,
Sector-14,Rohini, Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Geetu Paul permanently.

0040587615-8

I, Garima D/o Ajay Paul Marken
R/013-C,Janyug Apartments,
Sector-14,Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my nameto
Garima Paul permanently.

0040587615-7

I, Payal D/O Sanjay Rana R/O-
654, Bijwasan, Delhi-110061,
have changed my nameto
Payal Rana. 0040587611-2

1, Gargi Devi W/o Sh. Om prakash
R/0 Flat No. T12-203, Second
Floor, Block-T-12, Parsvnath
Regallia, Sahibabad, Distt
Ghaziabad, U.P-201005 have
changed my name to Gargi
Singh for all future purposes.

0070756920-1

I, Dharmveer Singh S/o Siya Ram
R/0 D-209, West Vinod Nagar,
Delhi, have changed my Son
name from Dev Kumar to Dhruv
Singh for all Purposes.

0070756921-1

I, Ajay Paul S/o0 Ram Raksh Paul
R/013-C, Janyug-Apartments,
Sector-14,Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my nameto Ajay
Paul Marken,permanently.

0040587615-9

1, AMIBKA VERMA W/O ANKIT
VERMA R/O RZ-13,STREET NO,-
20, VASISHT PARK, PANKHA
ROAD, NEW DELHI-110046 HAS
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
AMIBKA VERMA TO AMBIKA IN
FUTURE FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040587549-1

| Priyanka Cairae alias Priyanka
Dixit D/o Sh. Shailaendra
Cairae W/0 Sh. Mohit Kant Dixit
R/03316-B, Chander Lok
Society, DLF Phase-4,
Chakarpur (74), Gurgaon,
Haryana-122002 have changed
my name to Priyanka Dixit for
all purposes. 0040587530-3

I Priya D/0-Vipin LamaR/0-H-
2/147-BH-2,Block Mahavir
Enclave,Delhi have changed
my name to Priya Lama.

0040587611-3

IParmod kumar R/0S 2/9A
swarnpark mundka delhi
110041.Have changed the
name of my minor child aged 8
year from Kanishka to Kanika

0070756852-1

LOST & FOUND

I, Sunita Sharma W/0 Shri
Sudhir Kumar SharmaR/0
53/14,Ramjas Road, Karol
Bagh, New Delhi-110005 The 2
(Half) undivided share of entire
freehold Property No.53/14,
Built on Plot No.14, Blok No.53
at Rajas Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-110005 Have lost my
property documents, If anyone
finds. Kindly return at above
address.

0040587525-1

Lost original,allotment
letter,demand note,site
possession NOC,of
electricity,and
water,connection of property-
no.168, 1st-floor,Pocket-14,
sector-20,Rohini, Delhi-
110086,allotted by DDA vide-
file-no-L-015 (487)
1996/NP/RO,in favour of Late
Deputy Lal Hingal Finder,may
contact-Karuna Sapra,D/o-Late
Deputy Lal Hingal,Mobile:-
9213624263

0040587615-12

| MALYALEE KERALITE |

Nair 67 Divorcee Air Force
pensioner graduate seeks life
partner from +2 or > educated
Malayali widow/divorcee >50
without bindings. Direct
Contact 6238356432.

0050185053-1

| CHRISTIAN |

For Catholic 30 Years Old Slim
Girl. Masters In Psychology,
Bed.Teacher At Chandigarh.30
# 8146739501

0050184912-1

MANGLIK

INeelam Besoya W/o Joginder
Singh Besoya R/o House
70E/2A GaliNo.2, Amrit Puri-B,
Garhi, New Delhi 110065, have
changed my name to Karuna
Verma 0070756911-1

I Mohit Kant Dixit S/o Sh. Sudesh
Kumar Sharma R/0 3316-B,
Chander Lok Society, DLF
Phase-4, Chakarpur (74),
Gurgaon, Haryana-122002 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter from Meha Dixit to
Ronika Dixit for all purposes.

0040587530-2

I Mohit Dixit S/o Sh. Sudesh
Kumar Sharma R/0 3316-B,
Chander Lok Society, DLF
Phase-4, Chakarpur (74),
Gurgaon, Haryana-122002 have
changed my name to Mohit
Kant Dixit for all purposes.

0040587530-1

| Meera Devi W/o Narendra
Singh R/0 SA 18/60-R N, Mauja
Haal, Baghva Nala, Pahriya,
Varanasi, Sarnath, Uttar
Pradesh-221007, have changed
my name to Raj Keshari Devi

0070756912-1

IMANMAUJI OR MAN MAUJI RAM
S/0, Late Rameshwar Dayal
R/0, Flat No-1179 Mahavir
Apartment Sector-29, Noida,
GB-Nagar, have changed my
name to Manmauji Ram

0040587577-1

I,INDRESH KUMARI,W/0. SONU
ADD-JK-35,JK-BLOCK, GALI.NO-
5, NANDA ENCLAVE,UTTAM-
NAGAR DELHI-110059.Changed
my name to INDRESH,
permanantly. 0040587613-9

1, BALWINDER SANDHU W/O.
HARBANS SINGH, ADD-1/9153 -
A WEST ROHTASH NAGAR
SHAHDARA DELHI-110032.
Changed my nameto
BALWINDER KAUR,

permanantly. 0040587615-1

ADMISSION

AD A
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Approved by AICTE, MHRD, Govt. of India
Affiliated to BTE, Govt. of NCT of Delhi

AD O OP
DIPLO A OUR

0 |

Applications are invited for

admission under Management

Quota seats for following 3

years Diploma Courses:

® Computer Engineering

@ Electronics & Communication
Engineering

@ Information Technology Enabled
Services & Management

® Medical Laboratory Technology

® Qualified Class 10th passed out
candidates as per Information
Bulletin published on
http://dtteonline.in/

® Must have qualified CET — 2021
conducted by DSEU  (Director)

107/9, Kishan Garh, Viasant Kunj, New Delhi 110070

Tel: 9315592415, 8882209093,

011 26125195, 26121328
W: www.aitdelhi.in | FB/ Insta: @AitNewDelhi

Suitable Match for slim, fair,
attractive Hindu Brahmin girl,
35/5’3", BE (IT), Working in
Bangalore IT MNC.
Call:7470467723, Email:
cmsharma@rediffmail.com

0040587432-1

BUSINESS OFFERS

& kode Core

IT Projects Proposal
With Low Investment

n. Monthly
1500 US

Projects Available
* Hardbook Scanning
* PDF To DOC Conversion

U HTML Tagging

kodecore.com
8100177548, 6289641022

SITUATION VACANT
(
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VISIONIAS

INSPIRING INNOVATION
www.visionias.in
India's leading organization
based in Delhi invites
passionate individuals for
the role of

CONTENT
DEVELOPER

Jor
in
*English Medium

« R e
*English-Hindi
Translator
(prior experience)
Skills Desired :
v Comfortable in translation
(English to Hindi)
v'Work Experience (at least
1 year)
v’ Have written Civil Services
(Main) examination
Send your updated
resume to

recruitment@visionias.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

|, Jugesh Sahni S/o Sita Ram R/o
DDA Janta Flat No. 30-A, GF,
Block B1C, Janakpuri, New Delhi-
58 declare that | have lost my
Original DDA Demand Letter vide
File No. F 83(113)78 of DDA Janta
Flat No. 30-A, GF, Block B1C,
Janakpuri, New Delhi-58. FIR
Lodged vide LR No. 801761/2021
dated 08-10-2021. If found please
contact priya1388@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to public at large that
that | Bala W/o Sh Ashok Kumar R/o
342-A, Gali No. 40, Vipin Garden Extn,
Uttam Nagar New Delhi- 110059, stated
that on  15.02.2020 | have
lost/misplaced my original registered
General Power of Attorney (GPA) dated
30.06.2009 of my property bearing No.
342A, Measuring 100 Sq. yds. Out of
Khasra No. 122, situated in the area of
Village Nawada, Colony Known as Vipin
Garden Extn, Near Bhagwati Garden,
New Delhi- 110059, which was
registered vide registration No. 6073,
additional book No. 4, volume No.
12521, pages 195-200. Any body find it
please contact at mobile No.
9289507249.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client namely, Sh. Ramkumar Singh
S/o Sh. Kalu Ram, R/o. C-1/357, First
Floor, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-110053, has
severed all his relationship and ties with
his daughter namely, Ms. Gunjan
Kankarwal, and as such, my client hereby
debars and disowns her from all his
movable and immovable properties/
assets wheresoever and whatsoever
absolutely and forever due to her
misconduct/ misbehave with my client as
she is not in control of my client. Any
person dealing with her shall be doing so
at his own risk, costs and consequences
and my client shall not be held responsible
for any of her acts and dealings.
Sd/- ANKIT VERMA
(ADVOCATE)
Seat No. 165, Gajanand Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

“Know all men by these presents that my
clients (i) SHRI INDER MOHAN SETHI,
Son of Late Shri Ram Lal Sethi, (i) SMT.
PUSHPA SETHI, wife of Shri Inder Mohan
Sethi, both residents of Flat No. 235, Jai
Maa Apartment, Plot No. 16, Sector-5,
Dwarka, Delhi-110075 have severed all
their relations with their son VIKRANT
SETHI and his wife SMT. SAMITA thereby
debarred and disowned them from all their
movable and immovable properties and
assets. My clients shall not be liable for any
act and omission done by them, if any
person deal with them, he/she shall do the
same at their own risks, costs and
responsibiliies and my clients and their
other family members shall not be liable for|
the same”.
Sd/- (SUNILA CHOUDHARY)
ADVOCATE
Ch. No. K-101, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to general public that my client

Smt. Dharmavati W/o Late Sh. Inder Pal R/o

H. No. C-77, Block-C, Near Water Supply

Phase-2, Qutab Vihar, Delhi-110071 has

debarred & disowned her son namely Sh.

Ram Shankar Pal from all her movable and

immovable properties due to his deplorable

behavior and he is out of control of my client.

My client has also severed all her relations

with her. If anybody deals with him in any

manner, he/she shall do so at his/her own

risks, costs and consequences. My client

shall not be responsible for the same in any
manner.

Sd/-

Ajay Kumar Rana

Advocate

Ch. No. C-75, 1st Floor,

C.L. Joseph Block,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE UNDERSIGNED IS PURCHASING
PROPERTY BEARING FLAT NO.144
third floor RAJDHANI CGHS LTD PLOT
NO 94 | P EXTN PATPARGANJ DELHI-
92 FROM SHRI DINESH SINGH BISHT
AND SMT PRAGYA BISHT WHO HAVE
LOST ORIGINAL ALLOTMENT LETTER
AND LETTER OF MEMBERSHIP
TRANSFER ISSUED BY THE
SOCIETY. FIR DATED 08-10-2021 HAS
BEEN FILED
IF ANY PERSON FOUND THE SAME,
HE/SHE ~MAY CONTACT THE
UNDERSIGNED WHO WILL BE
SUITABLY REWARDED
RAGHAV GUPTA
9818277200

PUBLIC NOTICE

The public at large is hereby informed
that my client Vinod Kumar Bhardwaj S/o
Shiv kumar, (Aadhar Card No. 8715 5528
6430) R/o chhapeti pada, bari, Dholpur,
Rajasthan -328021, currently residing in

3 floor, Navin Shahdara, Shahdara-
110032 have debar their son namely Sh.
Diwakar bhardwaj S/o Vinod Kumar
Bhardwaj (Aadhar card No. 3020 7615
0353).All R/o T-9,3rd floor, Navin
Shahdara, Shahdara-110032, from their
life, movable and immovable’ properties
due to their bad conduct/quarrel and
disobedient towards my client and my
client have no control of any manner over
them, If anyone deals with them will be at
his/her own risk then my clients will not
responsible in any manner and my clients
have snapped their relations with them in
all manner for all purposes. Rajneesh
Gautam Advocate Chamber No.832,
Lawyers Chambers. Rohini Courts,
Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
Know all through this notice that my
clients Sh. Mukut Lal Sharma Sfo Late Sh.
H.L. Sharma & Smt. Renu Sharma W/o
Sh. Mukut Lal Sharma, R/o 6/B, Royal
Apartment, Shipra Sun City, Indrapuram,
Ghaziabad, have severed all their ties|
with their son Rajat Gaurav and his wife|
Ms. Kavita Rajat Sharma and have
disowned & debarred them from all their|
(movable, immovable) properties.
Whoever does any transaction (of any
kind) or keeps any relation with them shall
do the same on his own risk or cost and
my clients or their family shall not be
responsible in any manner whatsoever.

Yogesh Kumar Sharma (Advocate)
Ch. No. 622, Saket Courts, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public is hereby informed that|
my client's SH. BALBIR SINGH CHHIKARA|
S/O SH. SURJAN SINGH CHHIKARA, R/O,
Flat No. 721, Green View Apartment, Pocket-
2, Sector-19, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075, has|
executed a Sale Deed in respect of his land|
measuring 9 Canal, 4 Marle, 6 Sarsai, situated
at Kanonda Village, Tehsil Bahadurgarh,
District Jhajjar, Haryana, in favour of Ms.
Sarika Prasad D/O Sh. Kamal Kishore|
Prasad, vide its Regd. No. 5706, Bahi & Jild
No. 1, on page 77.5, Registered in the office o
Sub-Registrar, Bahadurgarh, Haryana. If any|
person have any objection or claim regarding
the same, may contactmy client at his Mobile]
No0.9999277992 within 07 days of publication
and after that my Client will not be responsible|
for any type of claim/litigation regarding the
said property. J.C. Trikha (Advocate)

LOST & FOUND

I, Sudhir Chawla S/o Sh. Daulat
Ram Chawla R/o O-1V/14, Lajpat
Nagar, New Delhi, have lost Original
Allotment Letter dated 10.04.2007 at
Lajpat Nagar, Delhi on 09/10/2021 of
my Flat No. G-801, 7th Floor,
Supertech Icon Galaxy Heights, Plot
No. A&D, Nyay Khand-1,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P., which
was issued to me by M/s Supertech
Limited having its Regd. office at
1114, 11th  Floor, ~ Hemkunt
Chambers, 89, Nehru Place, New
Delhi. This Flat is registered in my
name vide Book No. 1, Volume No.
12748 from Pages 237 to 288 at
Serial No. 7847 dated 08/04/2009 at
the office of Sub-Registrar (Four),
Ghaziabad. If found contact at
9920368156.

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO ALL THAT | HAVE LOST
SOME ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS OF MY
PROPERTY BEARING FLAT NO. B3-117, THE
LAWYERS’ CGHS LTD., MANU
APARTMENTS, PLOT NO. 6, MAYUR VIHAR
PHASE-l,  DELHI-110091  CONTAINING
THEREIN ORIGINAL SHARE CERTIFICATE
ISSUED BY THE SOCIETY DULY
TRANSFERRED IN My NAME,
CONFIRMATION OF DRAW OF LOTS FOR
ALLOTMENT OF ABOVE FLAT AND
GRANTING MEMBERSHIP TO THE INITIAL
MEMBER SMT. SANANDA SEN AND LETTER
OF POSSESSION OF FLAT BY THE INITIAL
MEMBER SMT. SANANDA SEN. FIR DATED
18.06.2021 HAS BEEN FILED.
IF ANY PERSON FOUND THE SAME, HE/ SHE
MAY CONTACT THE UNDERSIGNED WHO
WILL BE SUITABLY REWARDED.
VINOD GUPTA
R-683, 1ST FLOOR, NEW RAJENDER
NAGAR, DELHI-110 060
9810053993

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform, the public at large that my
client Bal Kishan Sharma and Laxmi Devi
W/o Bal Kishan Sharma both residents of
H.No.189, Kh. No. 22/17, Gali No.-1,
Hardev Nagar, Jharoda Majra, Burari,
Delhi-110084, has severed all their relation
and ties with their son Mohit Sharma and
his wife Shikha Sharma and has also
debarred them from all their movable or
immovable properties and shall have no
concern in future with them.

Sd/-

Vinod Kumar

Advocate

Enrl. No.- D-1186/2001
Chamber No.-334, Civil Side
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Smt. Kuldeep Kaur W/o Sh.
Amar Singh and Sh. Amar Singh S/o Late.
Prabhu Singh, both R/o House no. 5D/62,
Vishnu Garden, Dharam Puri, Khyala,
New Delhi-110018, have disinherited /
disowned their son and his wife namely
Satwant Singh and his wife Preet Kaur
and also his two daughters namely
Jaskirat Kaur and Harmit Kaur from their
all properties/assets both movable &
immovable and also have served all their
relations from them due to their
&

threaten nature. Henceforth,Whosoever

deals with them shall do so on their own

and my client, shall not be responsible &

liable for any acts or deeds of them in any
manner whatsoever.

Sd/-

ACHIN BANSAL

Advocate

Enrolment No. D/8410/2019

Chamber No. 311, L.C.B.

Rohini Court, Delhi-110085

| _PUBLIC NOTICE |

The General Public is hereby informed that m

client's SMT. PARAMJEET KAUR W/O|

BALVINDER PAL SINGH, R/O, J-12/45, Firs

Floor, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi- 110027 is|

the owner of property No.J- 12/45, Entire Firs
Floor, without Roof/Terrace R\ghts, situated a

Rajouri Garden, New Delhi-110027,is going to|
borrow loan against her above noted property|
from Cholamandalam Investment and|
Finance Co. Ltd. My client’s has purchased the|
said property from Shri Harminder Singh &
ISons (HUF), through its Karta Sh. Harminder|
Singh, in which a chain document i.e. Regd.
Sale Deed vide Document No. 2908, in Addl,
Book No. 1, Volume No. 13,637 on pages 92-|

100 & reg\stered on 07.02. 2006 at the office o

Sub-Registrar, Delhi, has been lost/misplaced

land my client's have Iodged aNCRinrespecto
the same vide LR No. 801801 Dt. 08.10.2021. |

PUBLIC NOTICE

Respected Sir/Madam under-
signed is the counsel of Smt. Bharti
Kumar W/o Late Sh. Arun Kumar R/o
H. No. 666, R K Puram, Sector-4,
New Delhi-110022, is hereby given
to the Public Notice that Late Sh.
Arun Kumar was the owner of Flat
No. 1006, Block B12, 10th Floor,
admeasuring 890 Sq. Ft. in project
named Supertech Eco Village-2 at
GH-01, Sector-16 B, Greater Noida.
The Flat is being transferred in the
name of his wife, Smt. Bharti Kumar
W/o Late Sh. Arun Kumar. This is to
inform that Late Sh. Arun Kumar S/o
Late Sh. Madan Lal who was
residing at the above mentioned
address of my client, had expired on
02.05.2021 leaving behind the
following legal heirs in his family.
Mother Smt. Sarita Devi, wife Smt.
Bharti Kumar and Two son’s (1)
Manan Kumar & (2) Achintya Kumar.
If anybody has any ojection he/she
may contact Mr. Vaibav Mittal of
Supertech Ltd. E- Square, C-2,
Sector-96, Noida, within 15 days of
this notice being published.
Rahul Dev Tyagi (Advocate)
Enroll No. 570/1993
UG-4B, Somdutt Chamber-1,
Bhikaji Cama place New Delhi-66

s cilRl Soadefikt Sicenst aifersIor
INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
(Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Government of India)
A-13, Sector -1, Noida — 201301 (U.P.)
Tender for CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR PREPARATION OF DETAILED
PROJECT REPORT INCLUDING TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL STUDY FOR
SETTING UP OF RIS IN VARIOUS NWs
Online Tenders/Bids from reputed Consulting firms in two cover systems for “Preparation
of DPRincluding Technicaland Financial Study for settingup of RIS. . The details of NIT: -
Tender document cost: Rs. 1,180/- for each schedule. Date of download of Tenders is
08.10.20211t030.10.2021. Last date of online submission of e-tender: 30.10.2021 up to
1800 hrs. Date of opening: 01.11.2021 at 1530 hrs. Detailed eligibility criteria and
tende[ dogumept along with Instruction to th9 Bidders can be seen at IWAI's website i.e.
www.iwai.nic.in and https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app HYDROGRAPHIC CHIEF

| "IMPORTA |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL S.M.S. MEDICAL COLLEGE &
CONTROLLER OF THE ATTACHED HOSPITALS, JAIPUR
No. F/MC/Store/2021-22/9024-27 Dated:- 5.10.2021
Notice Inviting Bid
Bid for supply of Various Items at SMS Medical College, Jaipur are
invited from interested bidders as per schedule in NIT Notice. Other
particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in), http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the

state; and SMS Medical College, Jaipur. Department website.
UBN No.:- SMS2122GS0OB00314 To SMS2122GS0OB00334

Sd/-
PRINCIPAL & CONTROLLER

DIPR/C/10336/2021

& Minerals Limited
an ( A Government of Rajasthan Enterprise )
4, Meera Marg, Udaipur — 313001
Phone: (0294)2427177/2428763&67 Fax (0294)2428768 2428739
Email:- contractsco.rsmml@rajasthan.gov.in
Notice Inviting e-Tender

NIT No. & Date Description of Work

=0 Rajasthan State Min

Date- 08.10.2021

e-Tender no. Operation and Maintenance of Departmental HGO Crushing Plant (Rated
Cont-11/2021-22 Capacity 130 TPH), for the production of (-) 12 mm Rock Phosphate Chips,
dated 07.10.2021 with Manpower, all Type of Spares /Consumables Including Feeding of Ore
UBN No. into Hopper by Combination of Loaders & Dumpers and other Miscellaneous

MML2122WLOB00110 work at Jhamarkotra Rock Phosphate Mine, Udaipur (Rajasthan). Contract
value Rs. 1538.00 Lakh, EMD 30.76 Lac., Tender Fees Rs. 4720/-
e-Tender no. Loading of different types of ore from different ore Stacks located around LGO

Cont-12/2021-22 Crushing Plant (by using front end loaders) into the truck/ trippers;

dated 07.10.2021 transportation of loaded truck/ tippers to an average lead (to & fro)

UBN No. of approximately 0.50 Km and unloading into the hopper of LGO Crushing
MML2122WS0OB00111 Plant including all preparatory & allied work pertaining there to and/or
relating to this work. Contract value Rs. 150.00 Lakh, EMD 3.00 Lac.,

Tender Fees Rs. 4720/-

Other terms & conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit us at our]
website www.rsmm.com or www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or contact
GGM|(Contract) on above address.

Raj.samwad/C/21/7114 DGM (Admin.)

L-r[:mr.t IIJ-J]

Mioradabud Municipal €
Pl Rerle Jaddcd Congormal M

lany person found the same please return the|
same to my client above mentioned address &
icontact my client at her mobile n0.9958408484
immediately within 07 days of publication aftel
that my client will not be responsible for any type|

E-Precuremcnt Tengder Notice

of claim/litigation regarding the said property.

J.C. Trikha (Advocate)

Ch.No.M-4, C.S. Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

M-4, C.S. Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NAME CHANGE AFTERDIVORCE
It is for general information that
I, Anju Bahl D/o Sh. Hans Raj
Ex. Wife of Sh. Neeraj Bahl R/o
S4-601, Eldeco Aamantran,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201301 declare
that | got divorce from my
husband Sh. Neeraj Bahl vide
Court Decree/ HMA No. 607/16
dated 08.07.2017 further |
have changed my name shall
hereafter be known as ANJU

KAPOOR.

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that |, Balraj S/o Sh. Shiv
Narain, R/o A-1/280, Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi Allottee/Purchaser of Shop no. 12,
Block-A, CSC, DDA Market, NR Super Bazar,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi, measuring about
14.98 Sq. Mits, has applied for certified papers
of the aforesaid shop i.e. Allotment letter,
Possession letter, Perpetual Lease Deed,
N.O.C. to electric and water connection and
site possession letter of the above shop have
been lost. An FIR to this effect has been
lodged on line vide L.R. No. 733227/2021 dtd
23.09.2021.
Any person (s) claiming any right, interest,
having any objector or found in possession of
original documents, may write/contact with
above named person at above address/
phone no. 9911316393 within 15 days from
the date of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest, objections
with respect to this property can personally
inform or write to Dy Director (CE) H or
Director (CE), A Block, 3rd Floor, Vikas
Sadan, INA, New Delhi.
Sd/-
NAVEEN KUMAR
Advocate
Enrolment No. D-2057/04
Chamber No. 708, Lawyers Chambers,
Rohini Court Complex, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

This Notice is hereby given to general
public that Mrs. Raj Kumari Kapoor, who
claimed to be owners and in possession
of Residential Entire Second & Third floor
with roof right Property Bearing No. 218,
Block-D-15, Sector-3, Situated Rohini,
Residential Scheme, Rohini, New Delhi
by vmue of Rellnqwshment Deed dated
2.2016, now Mrs. Raj Kumari Kapoor!
agreed to sell aforesaid property to Mrs.
Priti Dhawan & Mr. Deepak Verma and
now Mrs. Priti Dhawan has approached
Jana Small Finance Bank Limited for
[financial assistance and therefore shall}
be mortgaged with the said Bank. We
give this public notice that if any person
having any claim/objection regarding
ownership and/or creating mortgage of|
[the said property or any part of the said
property in favour of Jana Small Finance
Bank Limited is/are hereby requested to
notify the same in writing to undersigned
with supporting documentary evidence at
|the address mention below within 10
days from the date of publication of this
notice, failing which any claim, if any, of
such persons will be consider to
have been waived and/or, abandoned
and our client shall proceed with the
disbursement of loan against the said
property and subsequent creation of

Mortgage in respect thereof.
For Juris NextGen Law Offices
E-56,LGF, Greater Kailash Enclave Part-1
New Delhi-110048

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to the general public
through this public notice that my clients
(1) Sh. Ashok Jain S/o Late. R.L. Jain
and (2) Smt. Nirmal Jain W/o Sh. Ashok
Jain both R/o C-45, Green Wood City,
Sector-45, Gurgaon, Haryana-122002
have already severed all kind of
relationship i.e. social, financial,
religious etc. from his son namely Sh.
Nishant Jain through public notice
published in Amar Ujala & Hariyana
Punjab Kesri dated 15.07.2009 and
17.09.2021 respectively and again they
severed all kind of relationship i.e.,
social, financial, religious etc. from his
son namely Sh. Nishant Jain and his
family members i.e. wife Smt. Sahibaa
Jain and their daughter namely Baby
Bhumika Jain aged about 16 yrs for all
legal purposes and consideration due to
their unbecoming and uncontrolled
behavior and also debars them from all
his moveable and immovable property
for all time to come. If any person deals
with them he/she will be responsible of
his/her own for all consequences.

Sd/- PRADEEP KATARIA (Advocate)

Ch. No. 531, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi- 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed
that our clients, Vikram Agarwal
S/o Shri D. D. Agarwal and
Ruchika Agarwal, W/o Shri Vikram
Agarwal and D/o Shri M.R. Gupta,
both R/o H-13, Ashok Vihar Phase-
I, New Delhi (“our Clients”) had
executed General Power of
Attorney dated 29.04.2019 in
favour of Shri Chander Kant Misra,
Slo Late Shri A. N. Misra R/o
E-129, Masjid Moth, Greater
Kailash Part-Ill, New Delhi-110048
(“said Power of Attorney”),
which has been revoked and
rescinded through Deed of
Revocation of Power of Attorney
dated 29.09.2021 executed by
our Clients on 29.09.2021,
consularized by High Commission
of India at London. Our Clients
have revoked all authority, rights
and power granted by them
thereunder and the said Power of
Attorney will be null and void and
will be of no further force or effect
w.e.f.29.09.2021.
Public Notice is hereby given that
revocation of Power of Attorney
dated 29.04.2019 w.e.f.
29.09.2021 shall be binding upon
every person and/or entity.
Amitabh Chaturvedi/
Mukund Thakur
Advocates
C-346, Defence Colony,
New Delhi - 110024
Tel: 011-24337572
Email: a.chaturvedi@mineandyoung.com
Place: New Delhi
Date: 10.10.2021

New Delhi
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E-QUOTATION EXTENSION NOTICE

Quotation Ref No: SAJHA/01/2021-22
Inviting e-quotation for Gym equipment's for
Birsa Munda Football stadium at Morhabadi, Ranchi:

Availability of e-quotation on From 11-10-2021 to

website 27-10.2021
Last date and time for Up to 27-10-2021 up to
5.00 PM

uploading of e-quotation
Opening of e-quotation

on 28-10-2021 at 11.00
AM

Executive Director office,

SAJHA, Morabadi, Ranchi

1. e-quotation for Gym equipment's and its

specification etc. can be downloaded and submitted

online on website https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Director
Sports Authority of Jharkhand

PR 254716 (Art Culture Sports and Youth Affairs) 21-22 (D)
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Newcastle
takeover: EPL
clubs demand
meeting

REUTERS
LONDON, OCTOBER9

PREMIER LEAGUE clubs have reached out
to the league with complaints about
Newcastle United's takeover by a Saudi
Arabia-led consortium and are pushing for
an emergency meeting next week, the
Guardian newspaper reported.

The Premier League announced on
Thursday that Newcastle had been sold to
a group consisting of Saudi Arabia's Public
Investment Fund, PCP Capital Partners, and
RB Sports & Media.

The investment group had previously
made publica GBP 305 million (USD 415 mil-
lion) bid to buy the club in April 2020. That
deal collapsed three months later amid
scrutiny from the league, which came under
pressure to stop the sale due to concerns over
alleged broadcast piracy in Saudi Arabia.

The piracy dispute involved Qatari-
owned belN Sports, the league's broadcast
rights holder across the Middle East, which
had been barred from operating in Saudi
Arabia. That ban was lifted on Wednesday,
clearing a major hurdle to the takeover.

The Guardian said the 19 Premier
League clubs are understood to be united
inopposition to a Saudi-led consortium be-
ing allowed to buy out former owner Mike
Ashley.

The clubs have also raised concerns that
the league's brand "could be damaged" by
Saudi Arabia's PIF - chaired by Crown
Prince Mohammed Bin Salman - taking an
80 percent stake in Newcastle, the report
added.

On Thursday, Amnesty International
urged the Premier League to change its
owners' and directors' test to address hu-
man rights issues.

Human rights groups have condemned
Saudi Arabia's efforts to "sportswash" its
human rights record but the kingdom's
government denies allegations of human
rights abuses and says it is protecting na-
tional security from extremists and exter-
nal actors.

The clubs have also raised
concerns that the league's
brand "could be damaged"

by Saudi Arabia's PIF — chaired
by Crown Prince Mohammed
Bin Salman — taking an 80
percent stake in Newcastle, the
report added.

Order of merit for Jadeja?

Seen as a finisher, the CSK all-rounder has been underutilised and should bat ahead of Dhoni in Qualifier 1

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 9

RAVINDRA JADEJA and Mahendra Singh
Dhoni have had a contrasting IPL season.
While Jadeja towers the Chennai Super
Kings batting charts with a 145.51 strike-
rate, Dhoni with 95.04 pales in compari-
son. In the 14 league games, Jadeja has
scored 227 runs and his captain 96 runs. So
why is Dhoni batting ahead of Jadeja?

While the left-arm spin-all-rounder is
seen as a finisher, he has been under-
utilised. In the 14 games, he faced 156 balls.
Batting higher up the order and facing
more deliveries might have yielded even
bigger returns.

It would be interesting to see the CSK
team management’s thought process, go-
ing into the Qualifier 1 against Delhi
Capitals in Dubai on Sunday, on the heels
of three defeats on the spin.

Dhoni off colour

Go back to the CSK versus DC group
league fixture in Dubai played only five
days ago. Batting first, CSK posted 136/5,
with Dhoni making 18 off 27 balls. His fans
would like to forget how DC fast bowler
Anrich Nortje hurried him in his shots.
Once the great finisher, the 40-year-old has
struggled to force the pace throughout this
IPL. Devoid of regular cricket, he has looked
woefully undercooked.

Jadeja coming at No. 7 and facing just
two deliveries was a travesty. DC won the
game by three wickets, with two balls re-
maining. CSK missed a trick by not promot-
ing Jadeja up the order. And along with K
Gowtham'’s dropped catch of Shimron
Hetmyer, it was a reason for their defeat.

It was a similar scene during Chennai’s
last match against Punjab Kings. Dhoni
again came to bat ahead of Jadeja, consum-
ing 15 balls for 12 runs. The left-hander, as
a consequence, wasn't given the luxury of
pacing his innings on a pitch that de-
manded some time for a new batsman to
settlein.

There’s a school of thought that Dhoni
needed batting time in the middle before
the Playoffs. That, at the expense of Jadeja’s
promotion up the order however, didn’t
look a smart choice.

CSK’s batting this term has been mainly
carried by their openers Ruturaj Gaikwad
and Faf du Plessis — with 533 and 546 runs
respectively. In the first half of the tourna-
ment in India, Moeen Ali made his pres-
ence felt at No. 3. But in the second phase in
UAE, especially towards the back-end of the
group stage, the southpaw’s form re-
gressed. Ali hasn’t reached a 30-plus score
in his last four innings.

Ravindra Jadeja towers the Chennai Super Kings batting charts with a 145.51
strike-rate, while MS Dhoni with 95.04 pales in comparison. In the 14 league
games, Jadeja scored 227 runs and his captain 96 runs.

Jadeja’s batting improvement

During the Test series in England, India
captain Virat Kohli was proactive enough
to promote Jadeja in the batting order
ahead of an out-of-form Ajinkya Rahane.
Jadeja’s batting record over the last two
seasons in international cricket merited the
promotion. With Suresh Raina, too, no
longer the force he used to be — 160 runs in
12 matches - CSK apparently have failed to
fully capitalise on Jadeja’s prime form.

The 32-year-old has grown enough as a
batsman to at times singlehandedly change
the course of a match and CSK’s fixture
against Kolkata Knight Riders in Abu Dhabi
was a case in point. The three-time IPL
champions looked to have surrendered the
initiative by losing two wickets — Raina and
Dhoni - in an over, while the asking rate
jumped to 13. With 26 required off 12 balls,
Jadeja flattened Prasidh Krishna with a 22-
run over.

The losers of Qualifier 1 would get a sec-
ond bite at the cherry, but winning it and
reaching the final is obviously the preferred
route. Eyes will be fixed on CSK’s use of
Jadeja as a batsman.

During the Test series in
England, India captain Virat
Kohli was proactive enough to
promote Jadeja in the batting
order ahead of an out-of-form
Ajinkya Rahane. Jadeja’s
batting record over the last two
seasons in international
cricket merited the promotion.

Capitals’ evolution

DC’s evolution as a team over the last
two seasons under head coach Ricky
Ponting has been one of the positive sto-
ries of the IPL. Be it Shreyas Iyer or Rishabh
Pant, a young captain working under the
guidance of a high-profile coach has
worked spectacularly for the Delhi-based
franchise. This is the opposite of how CSK’s
system works, but the Capitals have bene-
fited from the policy.

They reached the final last year and fin-

Umran Malik to stay
back as net bowler

Dubai: Jammu and Kashmir pacer
Umran Malik has been asked to stay
back in the UAE as a net bowler for
the Indian team for T20 World Cup
after making an impressive IPL de-
but with Sunrisers Hyderabad.

With just two senior level do-
mestic matches under his belt be-
fore the start of IPL, the 21-year-old
has impressed skipper Virat Kohli so
much that he has been summoned
as a net bowler with Indian team.

Umran impressed many with his
raw pace while playing for SRH this
season and consistently bowled
around the 150kmph mark. He also
bowled the fastest ball of the IPL at
153 kmph. Umran's father is a fruit
shop owner.

"Yes, Umran is staying back as he
will join Team India bubble as a net
bowler," a source close to SRH fran-
chise told PTI on the condition of
anonymity. In his debut IPL season,
the pacer took two wickets in three
games.

PTI

ished at the top of the group stage with 20
points from 14 matches.

In terms of balance, DC are better placed
than their Qualifier 1 opponents, having all
bases covered - top-order, middle-order,
pace and spin.

The right evolution of a team is marked
by its consistency. For a young team, this is
also the biggest challenge, as success usu-
ally doesn’t follow a linear direction. DC
have become wonderfully consistent —
they have lost just four games this term -
by embracing stability. Even in the inconse-
quential last group game, they didn’t rotate
much. And although DC lost to Royal
Challengers Bangalore, Prithvi Shaw’s
sweet striking of the ball inspired confi-
dence.

T20 matches though, ooze the unpre-
dictability of football’s penalty shoot-outs
and sometimes just two-three deliveries
can make the difference.

DC boasting Nortje’s pace, Kagiso
Rabada’s craft and Avesh Khan'’s purple
patch would like to dismiss the CSK open-
ers early and target an iffy middle-order.
But Jadeja, should the CSK think-tank reach
the decision, coming to bat at No 5 could
be the antidote.

LIVE: Qualifier 1 Delhi Capitals vs Chennai
Super Kings 7:30pm on Star Sports/Hotstar

Australia win
T20 to seal
multi-format
series vs India

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
GOLDCOAST,0CTOBER9

INDIAN BOWLERS put up a valiant effort with
very few runs to defend before rookie Tahlia
McGrath won the battle of nerves at the death,
guiding Australia to a four-wicket victory in the
second women's T20 International and also
clinch the multi-format series 9-5.

Batting first, India put up aninept perform-
ance, scoring only 118 for nine, largely duetoa
37 off 26 balls by Pooja Vastrakar.

Australia scored the runsin 19.1 overs, cour-
tesy rookie McGrath (42 not out off 33 balls),
who launched into Shikha Pandey's 18th over,
getting 14 runs which proved to be a game-
changer. Renuka Singh's inexperience also cost
India dearly as the 19th over yielded 13 runs
with McGrath, playing only in her second T20
International, winning it for the hosts.

"We were 20 runs short on this track,” India
captain Harmanpreet Kaur said after the game.

Pandey (1/27 in 4 overs) bowled one that
jagged back a long way to breach through
AlyssaHealy's(4) defence and after that it was
Rajeshwari Gayakwad, who controlled the
middle-overs by getting rid of Meg Lanning
(15). Ashleigh Gardener (1) belted a half-
tracker from Harmanpreet straight to point.

Deepti Sharma then got Ellyse Perry (1),
leaving Australia tottering at 46 for four.

BethMooney (34 off 36 balls) was cautious
for the better part of her innings as McGrath
started smashing the bowlers. The Indian out-
fielding was very poor on the day.

Once Mooney was stumped off Gayakwad
and Nicola Carey was also stumped off a re-
bound off Richa Ghosh's body, India looked to
be makinga comebackat 94 for six but Pandey
and Renuka couldn't bowl tight lines.

Vastrakar’s power-hitting

Earlier, Vastrakar power-hitting 36 notout
off 27 balls took India to 118 after they were
reeling at 81 for nine being put into bat.

Vasktrakar, fondly called 'Chota Hardik' by
her Test skipper Mithali Raj, has come of age
as an all-rounder on this tour. She hit three
fours and two sixes at the back end to ensure
thatIndia don't embarrass themselves.

Interestingly, India were 81 for nine after
the 17th over and in the last three overs, the
tourists scored 37 with Vastrakar making all
the runs in the company of Gayakwad, who
could not open her account.

BRIEF SCORES: India: 118/9 in 20 overs
(Vastrakar 37 n.o., Harmanpreet 28; Molineux
2/11) lost to Australia: 119/6 in 19.1 overs
(Mooney 34, McGrath 42 not out; Gayakwad
3/21)by 4 wickets

BRIDGE

Dealer: East Vulnerable: North/South

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2342

NORTH QUK CLUES
& 795432 1. Takesoutbyan operation (8)
¥754 WEST NORTH EAST  SOUTH 5. Texas city on the Rio Grande (6)
4 KQJ H 1S 10. Smallflute(7)

11. Ruin, rout, complete failure (7)
48 Pass 2H 3D 45 12. River in Europe - “Heron”

anagram?(5)

M Pass  Pass Pass 13. Shone, sparkled or twinkled (9)
4 A98 14. Limitingrules? (12)
¥33 18. Foreword (12)

21. Thousands of years(9)
¢ 7653 23. Planetary path(5)
%1093 24. Unavailing(7)

AEEE SEEEEEEEEE

Ifit’s your

Birthday

YOUR WEEK AHEAD

onyour doorstep.

Sunday October 10

You're itching to see the world. This is
such a perfect moment to travel that it's
difficult to see what's keeping you at
home. A family member from will arrive

Y

making sure thatall

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

Mars, your personal
ruling planet, is
currently ina nicely
supportive region,
commanding that you should
keep your head and concentrate
on the practical side of things,

arrangements go according to
plan.Youdon'twanta
last-minute problem.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Please be aware that
e romance, has moved
from a supportive
other words, it moves froma
good location to a pleasant one.
public knowledge, so you had
better be prepared to make an

Venus, the star of
position to a sympathetic one. In
Emotional secrets will become
open and honest declaration of

Sitting West, you listen to your partner bidding hearts and diamonds and

thengiving up when the opponents reachgameinspades. Youlead theeight

of hearts and the play starts nicely enough. East takes the first two heart

tricks with the king and ace, dropping South's queen, and continues with

the jack of hearts. South ruffs with the king.

Whatdoyoudo?

The SouthHand: S-KQJ106H-Q6D-10C-KQ742

TheEastHand: S-H-AKJ1092D-A9842C-65

Arule  have touched on a few times lately is that if you can overruff with a
trump, itis OK tod . If you have to overruff withawin-

ning trump, it is often best not to do so. If you do not overruff South leads

the queen of spades, which you win. East discards the nine of diamonds.

Hedidbid di o o [Notleadadi

ace and he does a good thing. He leads another heart.Do you like this de-

fense? Itgives Southasluff and aruff. Is thisagood thing?

How good is your memory? What did South start with in spades? What

does he have left now?

South has all five missing spades, which were the KQJ106. He ruffed the third

round of hearts with the king, leaving himself with the QJ106. He led the

queen toyour ace, leaving himself with the J106.

When you put East in with a diamond, East led another heart. You have, at

this point, the 98 behind declarer's J106. If he ruffs high you get a later

trumptrick. If he ruffslow, you geta trump trick right now. What happened

was that Eastled hearts through South twice and South's spades were only

o~ B s q +

doft fomE
gl 1d of heart: pp

dtoEast's

g
cut.
The defense set declarer two tricks, notjustone. The point hereis that when
you see a small set, there is no reason not to look for a bigger set as long as
you know you are safe todo so.

NOTE theimportance of not overruffing the king. If West took his ace early,
South would draw trump and get out for down one.

Dealer: West Vulnerable: None

NORTH SOUTH

4 964 5?2

1064 /(9832

4 AQ97 ¢4

SA6 & K105
WEST NORTH  EAST SOUTH
1S Pass Pass 2H
Pass 3H Pass 44
Pass Pass Pass

South played in 4H afteran opening 1S bid by Westand a pass by East. West
leads the queen of clubs. How can you make 4H, and what is your reason-
ing?

25. Thrustoneselfin(7)
. Asmall piece of gossip?
(6)

27. Partial or unfair? (3-5)

DOWN

1. Cometoanend(6)

2. Business magnate? (6)

3. Avalue greater than nothing or nil?
(54)

4. Consideration (14)

6. Bookof photographs (5)

7. Ediblesnail (8)

8. Usedrugs to excess(8)

9. Government, management (14)

15. Approximately 60 days?
(36)

16. Getoff(8)

17. Most motionless (8)

19. Nonsense or paradoxical
(6)

20. Be present, listen (6)

22. Tropicalresin (5)

CRYPTIC CLUES

ACROSS

1. Are such babies sycophants?
(8)

5. One has the feeling that that's the
way to make less of it (6)

10. InKarachi, BA chiefly involved a
type of brazier (7)

11. How rare to injure battle legend
(34)

12. German approval given to port
wine from Spain (5)

13. Can'tdecide if, when you move out,
I'll occupy it (9)

14. Really determined not to overdo
the drinking ?
(66)

18. Depressed, having organ removed?

(12)

Slim party arranged for fortune

telling (9)

21.

—

AEERNNERENNE

24. European ignoring Asian or African

leader (7)

Lakes ‘e’d transformed in the Lake

District(7)

Earliest word for throwing money

around table-top (6)

27. Yes, large waves revealing an
aquatic mammal (4,4)

DOWN

1. Military band making a mess of
endless hotrock ? (6)

2. Awildcat protects B-Britain
(6)

3. Cookcutaliverin shreds.It’s so
beneficial (9)

4. Bucking up to check spanish port
status (14)

6. Flynnseenin characterrole (5)

7. Employers do - and manual
workers ! (3,5)

8. Literary props(4,4)

9. Wary, yetreceive treatment at six-
monthly intervals (5,5,4)

15. Puck takes some hard knocks in
this pastime
(3-6)

16. Divaand poet arranging some sort
of parenthood (8)

25.

26.

19. The trouble is that Mother is so old
(6)

20. “Asamodel,” we putin, “will be
successful” (2,4)

22. Fashionable one taking turn as

architect, familiarly

©)

Solutions to 2341

QUICK CLUES Across: 1Talons, 4
Szechwan, 9 Powers, 10 Skinhead, 12
Seed, 13 Tear-jerker, 15 Reconstructs, 18
Representing, 21 Concentric, 22 Bump, 24
Involved, 25 Stigma, 26 Tinsmith, 27
Bandit. Down: 1 Tapestry, 2 Lawrence, 3
Nero, 5 Zakir hussain, 6 Concertina, 7
Wreaks, 8 Nadira, 11 Beataretreat, 14
Antebellum, 16 Divulged, 17 Eggplant, 19
Script, 20 Uneven, 23 Atta. CRYPTIC
CLUES Across: 1Satins, 4 Isabella, 9
Rueing, 10 Columnar, 12 Warp, 13
Sculptural, 15 Aking's ransom, 18 Cock-
eyedview, 21 Profiteers, 22 Pall, 24
Consider, 25 Chichi, 26 Cronyism, 27 Sea
dog. Down: 1 Straw hat, 2 The trail, 3 Non-
U, 5Scotland Yard, 6 Bluntwords, 7
Loners, 8 Airily, 11 Score-keepers, 14
Ignobility, 16 Financed, 17 Swilling, 19
Ipecac, 20 Borneo, 23 Thee.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the

DOEER

BYOSS

B

IepUL] - 'SPIdP UL 1] 125UO] © ABY SPION :1oMSUY
ASAOOM ‘AAN¥YA ‘ASSOd ‘AA0¥A :NOLLN10S

answer for the given quip.
have alongerlife than___. - Pindar (4,.,5)

DANDER

00SYDW

Monday October 11

Team up with like-minded people. You
canexpectaboostin three or four
months. Make practical preparations
now to reap the rewards.

Tuesday October 12

You are making steady progress. Today is
a time to consolidate all that you have
achieved. Morning may bring delays but
as the day progresses you will see how
much you can gain from co-operation.

Wednesday October 13

Your emotional desires are operating in
harmony with your practical, business
sense. Give a partner the benefit of the
doubt, though, it's the least they deserve.

Thursday October 14

You'll be free to press ahead with personal
goals once you have shifted an emotional
logjam. You have much to thank other
people for, especially a partner who has
been guiding from behind the scenes.

Friday October 15

Don't cling to outmoded ideas. You could
explore and experiment in safe areas and
look for some short-cuts to achieving
current ambitions.

Saturday October 16
Feelings of uncertainty will soon be
cleared up. But, over the next year, pursue

23. NZdistrict circles both sides of the 17. Book of songs to be accompanied your goals to the utmost.
label (5) by unknown old instrument (8)
Difficulty Level 4s ﬂ 3 - 2 ()}
Instructions =
Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, T g 3 T 4 E} g Q E ? 12 3 ':_'-E &4 | L
everydigitfrom1to9 ] C
8 must appear in each of the 2 Q 4 2 3 5 E 9 1 78
o nine vertical columns, in o 511 68|74 812'8|3
< each of the nine horizontal 3 ? 9 a 7iaial?2 g sl3 51
di hofth ! |
S| eboes 56| | 412 7 |||8/s[1]e[3 5]4 2[7
. (@) E 2 3 Z 235141 7|86 9
a
= Difficulty Level E- E ST iele |3 45| 2
| e 1| 12/ 9]7 5 1/4.8(8/5 2|7 38
s =Medium; 4s = Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s= 4 i 5 6 6_5_2 3737 9 8 4
Genius (7))

the facts.
TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21)
Partners or close SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
associates are likely Loved ones and
touse every trick in colleagues have, in
the book to get you to their own way, come

bend to their will or alter your
position. However, in view of the
fact that creative, romantic and

to distract you from more
@ You have waited too
is why you should
yourself to be prevented from
though, and there could soon be

leisure activities are due to
benefit, there should be plenty
pressing matters.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
long to be denied
your just deserts. This
now think twice before settling
for second best or allowing
living up to your potential. Life is
looking positive in general,
arapid development in long-
range objectives.

You are now entering
@ reward for past
thing as a free lunch and every
Also, please do be aware of your
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

have been felt in your
prosperity. It is natural that such
transformed. Money will be at
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

interests. However, it
question and an emotional issue
interests to follow someone

CANCER (June 22 - july 23)
aphase of
unprecedented

efforts. Remember, though, that

inastrology there is no such
scrap of apparent good luckis in
fact extremely hard-earned.
tendency to squander

your advantages.

The consequences of

@ recent developments
financial affairs,

probably in an enhanced sense of

aphase should now be brought
toanend, or perhaps

the centre of your thoughts for

some time to come.
Ingeneral, the

@ planets favour your
will become

increasingly clear that a financial

are now deeply enmeshed. It
may yet prove to be in your best
else's advice, even to team up in
some sort of joint venture,

to rely on your
emotional support. It may be
thatyou will be compelled to
give aperson a final choice, and
that this could be to everyone's
benefit. Always be kind and
generous to vulnerable people.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
Being a Sagittarian, it
is necessary foryou
to putas many of
yourownideas

forward as you can, engaging

friends and colleaguesin
discussion wherever possible
and looking afresh at the way
you organise your time.

Emphasise public and material

concerns rather than inward-

looking emotional
complications.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)
Inspite of all that
other people say or
do, yousstill have the
upper handinall

personal contacts and

relationships, if only because of
the sheer power vested in you by
powerful planets. You may come
tovalue partners' generosity and
will finally realise just how much
you have to gain from their
co-operation.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19)
Yousstill need some
firm guidance over
finances if you are to
make the most of

helpful planetary influences.

Most Aquarians see inmoney a

deeper meaning, realising that it

is only useful for what it can do.

Itis therefore essential that you

pay the utmost attention to

getting the details right.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

You may be subject to
unfair criticism from
partners, but then
youyourself will be
ina highly-sensitive frame of
mind, liable to take offence even
when none isintended. While
professional matters seem
relatively straightforward, your
work routine will intrude more
and more into your life.
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NEW BOXING COACH

The Boxing Federation of India has decided to replace
men's chief coach C A Kuttappa with Army Sports
Institute's Narender Rana ahead of this month's world
championship, which is also set to mark the end of High
Performance Director Santiago Nieva's tenure. PTI

— BRIEFLY ——

Hamilton promises
togoall out from
10th-place ongrid

Istanbul:Formula One championship
leader Lewis Hamilton promised
"maximum attack” in Sunday's
Turkish Grand Prix and would not rule
outwinning from 11thon the grid. The
Mercedes driver was quickestin qual-
ifying at Istanbul Park but a 10-place
penalty for exceeding his season's en-
gine allocation, a strategic move, left
the Briton with plenty of overtaking to
do in the race. "l was third already at
turnone last year so that made a bit of
a difference,” said Hamilton, now
chasing a record eighth title."It's a
much different weekend, a much dif-
ferent track grip, so we're faced with
different circumstances this week-
end,"he added. "My eyes are still solely
seton winning the race. It's going to be
very hard, from 11th, but notimpossi-
ble ... so just staying on my toes and
making sure that we deliver maxi-
mum attack tomorrow." REUTERS

Afghanistanget
Flower on board

London: Former Zimbabwe captain
and England coach Andy Flower has
been named the Afghanistan team's
consultant for the Twenty20 World
Cup, the Afghanistan Cricket Board
(ACB) said. Flower played 63 Tests
and 213 one-day international
matches for Zimbabwe from 1992 to
2003, then coached England from
2009 to 2014, helping them win the
T20 World Cup in 2010.He has also
coached in T20 leagues across the
world, including the Indian Premier
League and the Pakistan Super
League."Andy has worked with a
number of our players in various
franchise completions and his vast
experience will be very beneficial and
useful to help the team in the World
Cup," said Azizullah Fazli, the ACB's
new chairman.The T20 World Cup
will be held in the United Arab
Emirates and Oman from Oct.
17.Afghanistan are in Group 2 along-
side India, Pakistan, New Zealand and
two qualifiers. REUTERS

Shooterswin 30
medals at jr. worlds

Lima: Indian shooters Anish Bhanwala,
Adarsh SIngh and Vijayveer Sidhu
combined to win the gold medalin the
men'’s 25m rapid fire pistol team event
as the country ended the ISSF Junior
World Championship on top of the
standings here. The Indian trio shot a
total of 10 to finish ahead of their
German counterparts Fabian Otto,
Felix Luca Hollfoth and Tobias Gsoell
(2)inthe gold medal contest on Friday.
India's Manvi Soni (105) bagged the
junior double trap gold medal ahead
of compatriot Yeshaya Hafiz
Contractor (90). The bronze was won
by Hitasha (76) in an event that only
featured Indians. Vinay Pratap Singh
Chandrawat claimed the gold medal
men's double trap event with a score
of 120, while the silver went to
Sehajpreet Singh (114) and the bronze
to Mayank Shokeen (/111). Earlier on
Friday, Ayushi Podder and Aishwary
Pratap Singh Tomar won the silver in
the 50m rifle 3 positions mixed team
event to continue India's dominance
in the tournament. Ayushi and
Aishwary shot 17 in the gold medal
match to finish second to the 31 shot
by the German pair of Max Braun and
Anna Janssen. PTI

WBC CHAMPIONSHIP

SPORTSLINE

Golden girl from Pink City

Avani Lekhara, the first Indian woman to become Paralympic champ, reaps rewards for pursuing perfection

SHASHANK NAIR
JAIPUR,OCTOBER9

MORE THAN a month has passed since the
curtain came down on the Tokyo
Paralympics. At her home in Jagatpura, Jaipur,
away from the hustle and bustle of the state
capital, Avani Lekhara’s life has drastically
changed in some ways and in some ways not
somuch. A10m Air Rifle SH1 gold medal and
a 50m Prone event bronze medal adorn her
bed, signifying that she is the first Indian
woman to win a Paralympics gold and the
first from the country since Joginder Singh
Bedi in 1984 to win two medals at the
Paralympics. And yet, every day as Lekhara
looks up to her medals, there is a tinge of
wistfulness that follows.

“Everybody was cheering and whistling
and shouting. But I felt sad. For everyone, I
had won gold and equalled the world record
but for me, I missed out on the record being
solely my own by 0.1. My final shot was a 9.9.
T always want to make sure my last shotis a
good one. My emotions over that moment
are mixed,” Lekhara says.

Lekhara, 19, is in the midst of giving her
fourth-semester exams while completing
her Bachelors in Law from Rajasthan
University. But her mind often drifts to that
last shot in the 10m Air Rifle final. The nit-
picking over her momentous achievement
is a far cry from the start of the Olympics,
when it was a different kind of emotion for
Lekhara, paralysed from the waist below
after an accident at the age of 12.

On August 23, the largest Indian team to
have ever qualified for the Paralympics
landed in Tokyo. Within a few hours of reach-
ing the Games Village, Lekhara felt butter-
flies in her stomach. The enormity of the
challenge made her nauseous and nerves hit
like a tidal wave.

Lekhara, in her specially-designed wheel-
chair and with a pair of airpods in her ears,
decided to take a stroll around the Games
Village. It was there that her personal coach
Suma Shirur joined her.

Afterafew minutes, Lekhara’s apprehen-
sions about her first match finally bubbled
over and a question was posed to her coach:
‘What if I don’t win a medal?’

Lekhara had reason to be apprehensive.
Since the time she started shooting, from suc-
ceeding at the nationals to the para-shooting
championship in Al Ainin 2017, a fear of sorts
had developed. Silver and bronze medals fell
into her lap in abundance but the young
shooter simply wasn’t able to touch gold.

“Suma ma’am told me that whetherIwin

p———

Avani Lekhara, the 10m air-rifle winner, became the first-ever Indian woman to
win a gold in the Paralympics. (Below right). A young Avani getting a prize for a
dancing competition before the accident. instagram/agencies

or lose, get a medal or not, our relationship
wouldn’t change. She would still be by my
side and would still be there to help when 1
needed it. All she asked of me was to perform
my best so that | wouldn’t have any regrets,”
Lekhara told The Indian Express.

Bad start

Despite the words of assurances from
Shirur, Lekhara’s qualification was a disaster.
She remembers asking herself, ‘Why is this
happening today of all days?’ It was almost as

if all the nerves that she had been enduring
until came out to the fore.

At the end of the qualification, she was
seventh in the standings. All she had was 45
minutes to prepare for the finals and the en-
couraging words of Shirur and her own
mother constantly in her ear at the shooting
range. “The truth is nothing was going right
atthattime,” said Lekhara. At that point, she
had only two technical aspects of shooting
to bank on. She decided to focus on her pre-
aiming and follow-through.

Follow-through is how shooters continue
to look at the target after taking the shot.
(They also hold their weapon steady after
pulling the trigger). This gives the pellet time
to go and hit on the target. Pre-aiming is
when the shooter prepares the body for a
shot before putting their cheek on the rifle.

Every muscle, every aspect of the mind
needed to be in cohesion before the shotand
once that trigger was pulled, Lekhara needed
to make sure that the pellet went where she
wanted it to. When nothing in qualification
was going her way, this was the only means
to bring herself back on track.

“Everything that could have gone wrong,
went wrong in qualification. But I also felt
that the worst was behind me. I was seventh
and at worst would come eighth.”

The ability to stay calm when things are
not going one’s way is something that
Lekhara has been well versed with.

When the 2020 para-sports season was
canned because of the global pandemic,
Indian shooters were provided with shoot-
ing range simulators (digital target setups).
Even then, staying at home and practising
was not ideal. “Initially, it was tough. You
don’t get the feel of training at a range. Iwas
practically shooting from my kitchen hall-
way to the master bedroom. Somebody is
cooking, sometimes the TV is on... it was-
n’t a proper way to train,” said Lekhara,
pointing to the kitchen and the bedroom
of her house in Jaipur.

Soonaschedule was finalised. One of her
first shooting coaches in Jagatpura, Chandra
Shekhar was regularly with her during this
period, helping in fine-tuning her shooting
skills. His concern was more to do with the
50m three-position event, and particularly
the prone position.

In the SH1 category of shooting at the
Paralympics, athletes with paraplegia or non-
functioning limbs participate and a compe-
tition like three-position has to be especially
tailored for them.

Since standing, kneeling or prone posi-
tions are all not possible, adjustments are
made. For the standing position, athletes like
Lekhara shoot from their wheelchairs. For
kneeling, a flat board is provided along with
acircular object on which the elbow is rested.
Itis an attempt to mimic an elbow resting on
the knee.

But it was the prone position that would
cause the most physical discomfort to
Lekhara. “The type of injury she has, sensi-
tivity below her waist isn’t there. So some-
times the position of her elbow wasn’t where
itwas supposed to be,” Chandra Shekhar told
The Indian Express.

US Open champ Raducanu’s streak snapped

ASSOCIATED PRESS
INDIAN WELLS,OCTOBER 9

EMMA RADUCANU came down to earth in
her first tournament since her surprising US
Open victory, losing in straight sets to
Aliaksandra Sasnovich at the BNP Paribas
Open on Friday night. Raducanu lost 6-2, 6-
4inthe second round, ending her 10-match
winning streak that began in New York. She
received a wild-card into the combined ATP
and WTA tournament in the Southern
California desert.

It was Raducanu’s fifth Tour-level event
since making her WTA Tour debut in June.

“I'mkind of glad that what happened to-
day happened so I can learn and take it as a
lesson so going forward I'll just have more
experience banked,” she said.

Former world No. 1 Andy Murray beat
Adrian Mannarino 6-3, 6-2 in his first match
as a wild-card. Murray fired five aces and
connected on 82% of his first serves against
the French lefty-hander. Murray converted
three of six break points; Mannarino failed
in his lone chance to break.

Leyla Fernandez, who lost to Raducanu
in the U.S. Open final, defeated Alize Cornet
6-2, 6-3. Fernandez converted 5 of 9 break
points and hit 71% of her second serves.

Sasnovich, a 27-year-old from Belarus
ranked 100th in the world, reached the dou-
bles semifinals last month at the U.S. Open
while Raducanu was completing a stunning
run from qualifier to champion at age 18.
“Emma just won the U.S. Open and I lost
there in the first round,” Sasnovich said, “so
it was a little bit different.”

Sasnovich got service breaks to take leads

of 3-1and 5-2 and close out the set in 30 min-
utes without ever losing her serve.

Raducanu rallied in the second set, tak-
ing a4-2 lead. But Sasnovich broke for a fifth
time and led 5-4 before serving out the
match. Sasnovich won 53% of her second
serves to just 29% for Raducanu.

“I'mstill so new to everything,” Raducanu
said. “The experiences that'm going through
right now, even though I might not feel 100
percent amazing right now, [ know they’re
for the greater good.”

Sasnovich advanced to play No. 11 seed
Simona Halep in the third round. Halep beat
Marta Kostyuk 7-6 (2), 6-1. Iga Swiatek
needed just 71 minutes to dispatch Petra
Martic 6-1,6-3.The last time the tournament
was played in 2019, Swiatek lost in qualifying.
Now, she’s the No. 2 seed and the 2020
French Open champion.

Swiatek won nine of the first 10 games
against Martic before the Polish star got bro-
ken twice and fell behind 0-3 in the second set.
Swiatek rallied to win the next six games and
close out the match. “In 2019, Iwasn’t playing
that confident, but I'mreally happy that times
have changed now,” Swiatek said. “In the sec-
ond set, Ilost focus for one game and she broke
me pretty fast, so [ knew I just had to keep go-
ing and not stop for a second time.”

No. 4 seed Elina Svitolina beat Tereza
Martineova 6-2,7-5. No. 7 Petra Kvitova beat
ArantxaRus 6-2,6-2. Ninth-seeded Anatasia
Pavlyuchenkova topped American Madison
Keys 6-3, 6-1.

Victoria Azarenka advanced via walkover
when Magda Linette quit trailing 7-5, 3-0.
Shelby Rogers routed Kristina Kucova 6-2, 6-
2.No. 19 Jessica Pegula beat Sloane Stephens
6-2,6-3.

The prone position would also require
Lekhara to lean forward and the extra pres-
sure on her back was something that was
causing her discomfort.

Conquering pain

So much so that in the months of May
and June, she decided to stop shooting com-
pletely and focus purely on physiotherapy.

“In March during the World Cup, I felt
some pain and thought I couldn’t go to the
Paralympics with this issue.”

She added, “It was a risk. You can’t stop
shooting a few months before such a big
event. I have the confidence to shoot but to
shoot while being in pain is another matter
altogether. I was happier with my bronze
medal because 3P is a longer match. 120
shots, almost three-and-a-half hours of qual-
ification followed by 45 shots in the final,
whichis almost double the time of a normal
final. There were back exercises, icing ses-
sions, and sprays for two-three hours aday.”

During this period of not shooting,
Lekhara focused on mental exercises. She
constantly visualised various scenarios in her
mind. Itis a strength of hers that Shekhar ac-
knowledges has led her to such heights.

“Her grasp and intelligence regarding
shooting is very good. She studies the sport,
takes notes, and tries to understand the best
way to succeed. For her, shooting was some-
thing that she wanted to practise at the high-
est level. Nothing else mattered,” said
Shekhar. In fact, he was so sure of amedal that
he texted her father on July 21 at 1 am to as-
sure him that the gold was hers.

Even after the qualification, Shekhar
thought the gold was his ward’s, but Lekhara
wasn’t so sure.

All she had going for her at that point was
the knowledge that she was in the finals and
it was now a clean slate. But the pre-aiming
and the follow-through worked. All her
preparations allowed one of her worst qual-
ification performances to be forgotten. With
one shot remaining in the finals, she was as-
sured of the gold.

That gold medal now is the first thing she
sees on waking up and the last thing she
gazes at before sleeping, but the mind con-
tinues to think about that last shot.

“I'm very bad at remembering the good
things.  even remember everything that
happened 10 years ago.Ina sense, it'sa good
thing because every match that I've played
in, I come back and think about the mistakes
I made. Sometimes I feel ki maine sabh sahi
kara lekin fir bhi theek nahi gaya (1did every-
thing right but it didn’t work out). I really
don’t like when that happens.”

Raducanu lost 6-2, 6-4 in the second
round, ending her 10-match winning
streak that began in New York

No love lost between Fury and Wilder ahead of their third showdown

GAURAVBHATT
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 9

A GENUINE grudge match will play out
Sunday morning when Tyson Fury (30-0-1)
and Deontay Wilder (42-1-1) square up at
the T-Moble Arena in Las Vegas. The hotly-
anticipated trilogy fight between two of the
heavyweight division's best will be for the
WBC championship and a whole lot more.
Thefirst fightin 2018 was perhaps the most
exciting draw in heavyweight boxing. The sec-
ond last February saw Fury win via technical
knockout, giving Wilder his first loss. The third
fight between the heavyweights —in the truest
sense of the word; both Fury and Wilder have
posted their career-heaviest weightsat 277 and
238 pounds, respectively five and seven pounds
more than the second fight —is expected tobe
tense and thrilling. Much like the story so far.

Tyson’s wilder

The 33-year-old Brit, nicknamed 'The
Gypsy King', used his awkward style, jarring
feints, long range and accurate punching
from unconventional angles and openings

to free up the heavyweight division in 2015,
ending Wladimir Klitschko's tactical 11-year-
hold. Then, wilderness called. Fury was
busted for cocaine and stripped of his belts.
What followed was a three-year-long down-
ward spiral, which pushed Fury to the brink
of driving his speeding Ferrari off the bridge.

“There’s 500 calories ina pint of beer. And
I'd have 18 of those. Followed by whiskey,
vodka. ThenI'd stop off on the way home and
have pizza, kebabs.1was 400-pounds, a drug
addict, alcoholic, cocaine was the usual one,”
Fury shared on MMA announcer Joe Rogan's
podcast. “JustasIwas heading to the bridge,
if [ hit it the car would have crushed like a
Coke can by the way,  heard a voice say, ‘No,
don’tdo this Tyson. Think about your kids.”

After losing more than 100 pounds, and
securing two lowly wins, Fury took the ring
against Wilder in 2018.

Deontay's fury

Fury's lineal title was the most obvious,
but Wilder had other reasons to face Fury.
The American wasin line to fight Fury before
the latter's hiatus. But more importantly, the
champion was still looking to make a name.

Deontay Wilder at the weigh in before
the heavyweight division WBC
championship fight against Tyson Fury
in Las Vegas.

“There’s 500
calories in a pint of
beer. And I’'d have 18
of those. Followed
by whiskey, vodka.
ThenI'd stop offon
the way home and have pizza,
kebabs. | was 400-pounds, adrug
addict, alcoholic, cocaine was the
usual one.”

TYSON FURY
ON THE TIME AFTER BEING STRIPPED OF HIS
BELTS FOR COCAINE USAGE

Thearticulate, well-dressed showboater
and consummate family man would still fin-
ish third in a popularity poll against his rivals
Fury and Anthony Joshua. His one-trick tech-
nique (39 of his 40 wins had come via devas-
tating knockouts) too prompted many to
question his boxing pedigree and the five-
year-long title reign.

The two fights

The first fight, however, underlined what

we had known going into the fight; Fury was
the superior boxer. He slipped, slid, bobbed,
weaved and won most of the rounds, making
his windmilling opponent often look like a
pedestrian, uni-dimensional boxer. Wilder
had one, very good trick. He brutally dropped
Fury twice, enough to secure a draw.

The rematch was inevitable. Wilder
passed the time earning two more knockout
wins. Fury too collected two victories, three
ifyou count his fling with the WWE. But Fury
came into the second fight wanting to knock
Deontay Wilder out, and a taste of the
American's blood. Outrageously enough, he
got the second wish. After beating up Wilder
and exhausting him by making him carry his
weight for five rounds, Fury pushed him
against the ropes and licked the blood off his
neck. The defending champion's corner
threw in the towel before Fury could get the
KO. But he got the only belt missing from his
resume and became the first boxer to end
two 10+ title defence reigns.

Excuses and bureaucracy
Wilder found refuge in a plethora of ex-
cuses. He accused the referee Kenny Bayless

of favouring Fury. He came into the fight with
aninjured bicep. The elaborate 40-pound cos-
tume for his ring walk was "too heavy" and he
"didn’t have no legs from the beginning of the
fight". His trainer betrayed him and was part
of aconspiracy by throwing in the towel as he
was "influenced"” by Fury's camp. His water
was spiked, "asif[tookamuscle relaxer”. And
lastly, that Fury's gloves were loaded.

The pandemicand the many failed negoti-
ations with Wilder's camp delayed the third
fight. Fury's team, meanwhile, began working
towards the all-important, title unification fight
against Joshua — the then WBA (Super), IBF,
WBO,IBO, WBC, The Ring and lineal champion.

In March, the two-fight deal to crown the
undisputed champion was signed. But after
his rival's "massive announcement” video on
Twitter, the 35-year-old sprang to action.
Wilder's camp argued that their fighter had a
contractual right to a third fight, taking the
matter toanindependent arbitrator, whoruled
in May that Fury had to fight Wilder by
September 15. The fight was then moved to
July, before Fury and his team members
tested positive for the coronavirus.
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