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HEARING IN SUPREME COURT ON MONDAY

No headway, Govt wants us to go to SC or for

panel: farmer unions; next round of talks Jan 15

Sought option other than repeal, court hearing did come up during talks: Tomar

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
& RAAKHIJAGGA
NEW DELHI, LUDHIANA, JAN 8

TALKS BETWEEN the Centre and
farmer unions opposed to the
new agriculture laws failed to
make headway Friday after the
unions insisted on repeal of the
laws, only to be told by the gov-
ernment to “suggest an alterna-

to sit across the table again on
January 15, all eyes are now on
the Supreme Court where hear-
ing on a clutch of petitions is
scheduled January 11.

Leaders of the wunions
claimed they were told by the
government to go to the
Supreme Court or form a com-
mittee with representatives of
the two sides.

Agriculture Minister

who along with Food Minister
Piyush Goyal have been negoti-
ating with the farmers, said ref-
erence to the Supreme Court
hearing on January 11 did come
up during the talks.

Last month, the Supreme
Court, while noting that the
Centre’s talks with farmer
groups did not appear to be
yielding results, had said it
would form a committee com-

tions to try and resolve the im-
passe - farmer unions, the ma-
jority from Punjab, have been
camping at the gates of Delhi
since November 26.

Two days ago, a three-judge
bench headed by ChiefJustice of
India S ABobde posted the mat-
ter to January 11 after Attorney
General K K Venugopal told the
court that “there are chances of
the parties coming to some sort

Farmer union leaders leave after their meeting with the tive other than repeal”. Narendra Singh Tomar and prising representatives of the  of an understanding”.
government, in New Delhi on Friday. Prem Nath Pandey While the two sides agreed ~ Minister of State Som Prakash, Centre and farmers organisa- CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
UK air arrivals

BUSINESS AS USUAL
stranded as By UNNY

Delhi orders
quarantine
without notice

PRANAV MUKUL
& ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

ADAY after Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal urged the Centre
to extend its ban on all flights
from the UK, his government an-
nounced stringent conditions for
passengers arriving from that
country, including seven days of
institutional quarantine even if
they test negative at the airport.

However, the decision, which
was announced in an order is-
sued Friday, took the nearly 250
passengers who arrived on an
Air India flight (Al 112) in the
morning by surprise as they
were bunched in groups to be
taken to two hotels in Aerocity —
JW Marriot and Aloft — for insti-
tutional quarantine.

Till 9 pm, official sources told
The Indian Express, about 150 of
them had been tested, with one
positive case reported.

When the flight took off from
London at about 9.40 pm
Thursday local time, the preva-
lent rules in Delhi allowed for ar-
riving passengers to exit the air-
port after testing negative. Al 112
was the first flight from London
following partial resumption of
India-UK flights after the Centre
temporarily suspended arrivals
to prevent the spread of a highly
contagious variant of the coron-
avirus in that country.

However, a relative of one of
the affected passengers said,
“there was chaos” on landing at
10:30 am as none of the passen-
gers was prepared for institu-
tional quarantine.

Gouri Shankar Das, who was
on the flight, tweeted from the
airport: "... I am one of the pas-
sengers of flight Al112 from
London with my 4.5 months old
daughter...There is no food for
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Workers install heavy-duty security fencing around the US Capitol a day after President Donald Trump’s supporters stormed
the building, in Washington DC on Thursday. Reuters

As Democrats push to impeach him,
Trump says won’t be at inauguration

PETERBAKER,
MAGGIE HABERMAN,
LUKE BROADWATER
& GLENN THRUSH
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 8

AFTER BEGRUDGINGLY conced-
ing defeatless than two weeks be-
fore he is due to leave office, US
President Donald Trump an-
nounced on Twitter that he would
not be attending President-elect
Joe Biden’s inauguration.

“To all of those who have

asked, I will not be going to the
Inauguration on January 20th,”
he said on Friday.

The announcement marks
another break with tradition that
undermines the ceremonial
demonstration of a core demo-
cratic value that Trump has viru-
lently disregarded since the elec-
tion — the peaceful transfer of
power between administrations.

Only three presidents in US
history have skipped their suc-
cessor’s swearing-in — the last
time it happened was more than

Avideo grab of President
Donald Trump’s address.
Twitter via Reuters

US tweaks HIB visa rules again,
higher wage is key factor now

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

ABOUT A fortnight before its
term ends, US President Donald
Trump's administration has
once again amended its H-1B
visa regime to give priority to
higher wages and skills instead
of the prevailing lottery system
for selection of candidates look-
ing to work in the country.

The new rules will be effec-
tive 60 days after publication in
the federal register Friday, mak-
ing it likely that they will cover

Indian, US
firmstobe
@ affected

EXPLAINED

IT COULD impact US tech
companies looking to
hire from the pool of H-
1B visa workers as they
are skilled and available
for lower salaries. Indian
companies are also likely
to be hit and may have to
shell out more salary for
on-site workers.

H-1B applicants for the new fis-
cal year starting April 1.

According to the amended
rulesreleased by the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS), US
Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) will first select
registrations where the “prof-
fered wage equals or exceeds”
the prevailing level in that area of
employment.

“The proffered wage is the
wage that the employer intends
to pay the beneficiary. The wage
level ranking will occur first for
the regular cap selection and

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

150 years ago. Democrat
Andrew Johnson sat out the
1869 inauguration after he was
replaced by Republican Ulysses S
Grant; before that, John Adams
and his son John Quincy Adams
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DAY AFTER AZHAR WARRANT

m 15 years’jail for

26/11 planner
Lakhvi, India
points to FATF

Lashkar ops chief
sentenced in
terror finance case

M ZULQUERNAIN
LAHORE, JANUARY 8

MUMBAI ATTACK mastermind
and Lashkar-e-Taiba operations
commander Zaki-ur-Rehman
Lakhvi was sentenced to 15 years
in jail Friday by a Pakistani anti-
terrorism court here inaterror fi-
nancing case, amidst growing in-
ternational pressure on Islamabad
tobring to justice terrorists roam-
ing free in the country.

UN proscribed terrorist
Lakhvi, 61, who was on bail since
2015 in the Mumbai attack case,
was arrested by the Counter-
Terrorism Department (CTD) of
Punjab province last Saturday.

“The Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) Lahore convicted Lakhvi
for commission of offences of
terrorism financing in a case reg-
istered by the CTD for 15 years
under different sections of the
Anti-Terrorism Act 1997, a court
official told PTI after the hearing.

Judge Ejaz Ahmad Buttar
sentenced Lakhvi to five years of
rigorous imprisonment each on
three counts with a fine of PKR
100,000 (approximately USD
620) each on three counts.

“In default of payment of fine,
he will have to undergo an im-

Growth silver lining
but food inflation
may be dark cloud

Food and Agriculture Organisation’s
food price index highest since 2014

FAO FOOD PRICE INDEX
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firm one thing: The extent of neg-
HARISH DAMODARAN ative growth induced by Covid-
ONCE UPONA NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8 19and thelockdown hasn’tbeen
FAILED COUP as much as was initially feared.
BY ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY FIRST, IT was the Reserve Bank of The NSO's first advance esti-
PAGE 10 India (RBI) that,on December4, mates suggest that the Indian
revised downwards its GDP de-  economy may even register a
growth projection for 2020-21  small 0.3% year-on-year growth
WORLD from 9.5% to 7.5%. On Thursday, in the second half (October-
the National Statistical Office  March), after contracting minus
(NSO)pegged the currentfiscal's ~ 14.9% in the first half (April-
gnsugz-?l%?\rggg?s GDP growth at minus 7.7%. The ~ September) of 2020-21.
figure was even better, at minus But this relative optimism on
QUIT IN STAFF 7.2%, after netting out taxesand ~ growth — economic activity
EXODUS subsidies on products. seems inching towards its pre-
These official estimates —  pandemic levels — is tempered
JUSTICE DEPT along withdata pertainingtothe by an emerging challenge: food
OPEN TO CHARGES purchasing managers’ index, inflation.
AGAINST TRUMP electricity and fuel consumption, This also makes it difficult for
FOR INCITING RIOT goodsand servicestax collection,  the RBI to further cut interest
PAGE 12 Google mobility index and other  rates or even continue with its

high-frequency indicators — con-
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Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi
after a court appearance in
Islamabad in Jan 2015. APfile

prisonment of six months each
on three counts. He has been
sent to prison to serve the sen-
tences,” the official said.

(ENS reports from New
Delhi: The Ministry of External
Affairs, in its remarks on
Lakhvi's sentencing, said: “The
timing of these actions clearly
suggest the intention of convey-
ing a sense of compliance ahead
of the APJG (Asia-Pacific Joint
Group) meeting, and the next
FATF (Financial Action Task
Force) plenary meeting in
February 2021. It has become
routine for Pakistan to come up
with such farcical actions, prior
to important meetings.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Aurangzeb not
secular, says
Uddhav, spars
with Cong over
Aurangabad

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 8

RULING ALLIES Shiv Sena and
Congress sparred Friday over the
name of Aurangabad, where
civic polls are slated to be held
this year, with Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray continuing to
refer to the city as Sambhaji
Nagar and saying that while the
coalition's agenda adheres to
secularism, Mughal Emperor
Aurangzeb “does not fit into it”.

Responding to the Congress’s
objection to him referring to
Aurangabad as
Sambhaji
Nagar to hon-
our the
Maratha ruler,
Thackeray told
reporters:
“Aurangzeb
was not a sec-
ular person.
While  our
agendahasthe
word secular
init, a person like Aurangazeb
does not fitinto it.”

Thackeray's remarks assume
significance with the Shiv Sena
taking a different stance on secu-
larism fromits allies on thisissue.

When it was pointed out that
he had referred to Aurangabad
as Sambhaji Nagar on his official
Twitter handle over the past two

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Uddhav
Thackeray
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LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, JANUARY 8

THIS NOVEMBER, as a gesture of
thanks tolocal residents who had
helped out during the wedding
functions of his cousin sister and
two daughters, primary school
teacher Mahesh Singh of Ratir
Kethi village in Uttarakhand's
Bageshwar district promised
them liquor instead of money, as
per alocal tradition.
Consequently, Singh recalls,
ateach of the three ceremonies,
he ended up spending Rs 15,000
on liquor for the guests and all

those who helped out — from
door-to-door distribution of in-
vitations to fetching wood for
fuel, and arranging food and
serving of meals.

With labour hard to find in
remote areas like Ratir Kethi, the
village saw at least four other
wedding ceremonies that
month where the same promise
was made.

Buton December 29, drivenas
much by the money spent on this
tradition as complaints of drunken
brawls and domestic violence,
Ratir Kethi passed a resolution
banning the sale, distribution and
serving of liquor at wedding cere-

monies,and religious as well as so-
cial gatherings like fairs.

The women of Ratir Kethi
drove the change, with the reso-
lution passed in the presence of
at least one member from each
of the 80 households of the vil-
lage, said pradhan Surendra
Singh Mehta. No one raised a
protest, he added. A copy of the
resolution was later handed over
tothelocal police station and au-
thorities, seeking their support
in executing the move.

Apart from banning liquor at
ceremonies or gatherings, the
resolution says thatif a personin
a drunken state misbehaves

Ratir Kethi passed a resolution to ban liquor at weddings

with family members or in-
dulges in domestic violence, the

panchayat will take the matter
to the police. Villagers can also

A village in Uttarakhand dumps tradition, puts

approach the police if any per-
son creates a ruckus or enters
into a scuffle at a public place or
a gathering in a drunken state.

Mehta pointed out that
women at the receiving end of
domestic violence usually do not
approach authorities, and said
the resolution will be enough of
adeterrent.

Located at the border of
Pithorgarh and Bageshwar dis-
tricts at a height of about 4,000
feet, Ratir Kethi is about 81 km
from the district headquarters.
The nearest liquor shop is over
20 km away in Saama sub-town,
which is where mobile connec-

New Delhi

curbs on liquor

tivity ends as well. Liquor is
sourced from here and sold in
villages by local retailers.

Bageshwar SP Manikant
Mishra said: “The villagers have
requested us to ensure that the
sale and consumption of liquor
do not take place during mar-
riage functions and other events.
The police cannot stop that
legally, but their resolution de-
serves appreciation. I will visit
the village soon to speak to the
villagers and discuss how they
can stop this. A social evil can be
stopped only with the coopera-
tion of society.”

Mishra added that liquor is

the cause of most arguments,
scuffles and crimes in the hills. At
least four cases of clashes be-
tween guests had been reported
inmarriage ceremonies in the re-
centseason in the district, he said.
Ontheir part, the SPsaid, the po-
lice can ensure there is no illegal
sale of liquor in bulk and from
grocery shops around the village.
Mahesh Singh recalls that till
adecade ago, there was no com-
pulsion to serve liquor at wed-
dings, or to people helping out
with tasks. “It increases the fi-
nancial burden but worse is
when someone in a drunken
state starts a scuffle,” he said.
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WILLV KSASIKALA
RETURNTO POLITICS?

Sasikala has been
always behind the
scenes

complain about Covid
restrictions?
NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In the latest episode of the Express Sports
podcast, we discuss to what extent are
sportspersons justified in being annoyed
by the Covid-19 restrictions.

FROM PAGE ONE

Lakhvi

“UN proscribed entities and des-
ignated terrorists act as proxies
for the Pakistani establishment to
fulfil its anti-India agenda. It is for
the international community to
hold Pakistan to account and en-
sure thatit takes credible actions
against terror groups, terror in-
frastructure, and individual ter-
rorists,” it said.)

Lakhvi pleaded before the
court that he was “falsely impli-
cated” in this case. He was ac-
cused of running a dispensary
and using funds collected for ter-
rorism financing. Lakhvi was pre-
sented before the Lahore ATC on
Friday and was convicted the
same day in the terror financing
caseregistered against him some
time ago.

Lakhvi was designated as a
global terrorist by the UN in
December 2008 for being associ-
ated with LeT and al-Qaeda and
for “participating in the financ-
ing, planning, facilitating, prepar-
ing or perpetrating of acts by, in
conjunction with, under the
name of, on behalf or in support
of” both the entities.

The global terror financing
watchdog Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) is instrumental in
pushing Pakistan to take meas-
ures against terrorists roaming
freely in Pakistan and using its
territory to carry out attacks in
India and elsewhere.

The Paris-based FATF placed
Pakistan on the Grey List in June
2018 and asked Islamabad toim-
plement a plan of action to curb
money laundering and terror fi-
nancing by the end of 2019 but
the deadline was extended later
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

On Thursday, an anti-terror-
ism court in Gujranwala issued
an arrest warrant for banned
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) chief
Masood Azhar on the charges of
terror financing.

The LeT, led by Jamaat-ud-
Dawa (JuD) chief Hafiz Saeed, is
responsible for carrying out the
2008 Mumbai attack that killed
166 people, including six
Americans. The UN has named
Saeed as a Specially Designated
Global Terrorist,and the US, since
2012, has offered a USD 10 mil-
lion reward for information that
brings Saeed to justice. PTI

UK arrivals

my daughter & they didn'tlet me
getmy stroller..." Another passen-
ger Harprit Takkar tweeted

videos of the chaos at Delhi air-
port. "Just came from London
Al112, it's absolutely manic at
Delhi Airport. Asking us to go for
institutional quarantine even
with Negative PCR test. Didn't
mention this on your SOP," he
posted.

At 7.26 pm, Air India posted
on Twitter: “Air India had
reached out to passengers of the
London-Delhi flight, before the
flight took off from Heathrow
Airport at 2139 hrs last night.
Around 20 passengers opted to
cancel their flight on being in-
formed by Air India London team
of this advisory. The announce-
ment was repeated during the
flight as well. Air India had mo-
bilised all available resources to
expedite the RT-PCR tests for pas-
sengers of this flight arriving from
London and extend every possi-
ble support to facilitate them.”

The new order issued by
Delhi Chief Secretary Vijay Dev
stated that “as a matter of abun-
dant precaution, inview of the in-
creased transmissibility of the
new variant, it is decided that all
travellers coming from United
Kingdom (UK)to India, would be
mandatorily subjected to RT-PCR
tests on arrival at the airport”.

“Those who are found posi-
tive shall be isolated in an insti-
tutionalisolation facility ina sep-
arate (isolation) unit as per
existing laid down protocol.
Those who are found negative
shall be keptin compulsory insti-
tutional quarantine for a period
of seven days followed by seven
days of home quarantine,” it said.

Posting the order on Twitter,
Kejriwal wrote: “To protect
Delhiites from exposure to virus
from UK, Del govt takes imp deci-
sions.”

Responding to queries from
The Indian Express on whether
Delhi's change of rules without
notice was a deviation from pro-
tocols, the Union Ministry of Civil
Aviation said: "It'sa Delhi govern-
ment decision. States can add ad-
ditional measures as per existing
guidelines.” It said: “However,
MoCA had requested airlines to
announce the same to passen-
gersasearly as possible. Air India
had done that. DGCA requested
time toinform airlines landing at
Delhi. Airport was requested and
they have mobilised more staff
for testing protocols to reduce
waiting time. Whatever best can
be done at the airport tofacilitate
the passengers is being done.
Institutional quarantine is a state
government decision.”
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At 6.24 pm Friday, the Delhi
airport posted on Twitter an ad-
visory detailing the new quaran-
tine rules. Speaking to The Indian
Express earlier, an official of the
Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) said: "Around 8-
10 separate waiting rooms have
been created in the terminal.
Once the passengers landed, they
were divided into groups of 25.
So while the first group went
throughimmigration, the others
were on hold. The process was
completed one by one so that so-
cial distancing was maintained.
Food and beverages has been
made available in the waiting
lounges.”

HIB visa rules

then for the advanced degree ex-
emption,” the DHS said.

Everyyear, the US administra-
tion issues 85,000 H-1B work
permits. Of these, 65,000 are for
people with specialty occupa-
tions, while the rest are reserved
for foreign workers who have
earned aMaster's or a higher uni-
versity degree in the US.

Until now, the selection of H-
1Bworkvisas was done by a ran-
domised lottery system, which
did not take into account factors
such as wage, experience or any
other requirements and de-
mands. Since the number of ap-
plications from Indian companies
as well as individuals is much
higher than any other national-
ity, a lion's share of these work
visas is cornered by Indians.

For example, as of April 1,
2020, the USCIS had received
about 2.5 lakh H-1Bworkvisaap-
plications, according to official
data -- Indians had applied for
1.84 lakh or 67 per cent of these
visas.

While taking charge as
President, Trump had hinted that
the work visa regime would be
overhauled to ensure that the
system was no longer used by
companies that continued to pay
lesser than the annual average
salary paid to US workers,
thereby undercutting jobs from
them.

In November the same year,
the US House Judiciary
Committee had, in a bid to deter
Indian and Chinese companies,
voted to pass legislation to in-
crease the minimum annual
salary of H-1B visa holders to
$90,000 from $60,000.

The latest rules mark the
fourth policy change of the USad-
ministrationover the last year. In
April, the Trump administration
had suspended approvals forim-
migrant and non-immigrant
work visa, including H-1B, for 60
days.InJune, the 60-day ban was
extended till the end 0of 2020.On
August 5, Trump, through an ex-
ecutive order, also barred federal
agencies from hiring H-1B visa
holders and other foreign work-
ersin place of US citizens or green
cardholders.

Less thanaweek later, the ad-
ministration altered its position
and allowed some of the H-1B
work visa holders toreturn to the
US for continued employment
with the same employer. In
October, the DHS published an
interim final rule, a precursor to
the final rules published on
January 8.

On December 31, the Trump
administration again changed its
stance and extended the ban on
immigrant and non-immigrant
work visas till March 31. The
Indian government responded
that it was “engaged with the US
government for increased pre-
dictability in the visaregime, and
to minimize inconvenience to
Indian nationals in the US or
those proposing to travel to the
US for bonafide reasons, includ-
ing the movement of Indian pro-
fessionals”.

“Thereis recognitionin the US
of that fact that Indian skilled pro-
fessionals have contributed to the
growth of the US economy, and
helped the US economy retain its
competitive edge, and innovation

Emerging from the meeting,
Tomar said: “The discussions to-
day were related to the three
laws, but no decision could be
reached. The government re-
peatedly requested the unions
to suggest an alternative other
than therepeal, and the govern-
mentwould considerit.Buteven
after along discussion, no alter-
native was presented. Therefore,
thediscussion was adjourned to-
day.”“They (farmer leaders) will
discuss among themselves. We
will also discuss among our-
selves. I hope we will be able to
find a solution at the next meet-
ing on 15th,” he said.
Responding to questions, Tomar
said while the government did
not tell the farmer unions to
leave the matter to the Supreme
Court, the January 11 hearing did
come up during the talks.

“We are citizens of a demo-
cratic countryand inour democ-
racy, if alaw is passed by Lok
SabhaandRajyaSabha, thenthe
Honourable Supreme Court, nat-
urally, hastheright toanalyse.Be
it a citizen or the government,
there is commitment to the
Supreme Court. So, this topic
came up because the Supreme
Court has fixed 11th as the date

(of hearing). The government is
committed toany decision of the
Supreme Court, whichever di-
rection it may be in,” he said.

Asked whether the govern-
ment was ready to form an in-
formal group of farmer unions
and the government, Tomar
said: “Many such matters are
discussed at meetings, but this
has not yet happened.”

To another query on
whether the government would
consider a proposal to let states
decide the implementation of
thelaws, Tomar said nosuch pro-
posal has been made by any
farmer leader, but if such a sug-
gestion does come, the govern-
ment will take a call then.
Minister of State Som Prakash
too said the January 11 hearing
inthe Supreme Court was men-
tioned during the talks. “It came
upduringdiscussions... Wedis-
cussed several things. Farmers
were adamant on the demand
for repeal of laws,” he said.

Baldev Singh Nihalgarh,
Punjab general secretary of the
AllIndia Kisan Sabha, described
thetalksas “verydisappointing”.

“I have been part of all eight
meetings, but today's meeting
was very disappointing.

Govt wants us to go to SC or form panel: farmers

Discussions did not take place
very well. The government side
gave two suggestions--gotothe
Supreme Court or form a small
committee, which we have al-
ready rejected. We will not go to
the court... We have told the
government that our agitation
will continue,” Nihalgarh said.

Kulwant Singh Bhangu, pres-
ident of All India Kisan
Federation, said: “As expected,
today’s meeting too did notyield
anyresult. Atthe January 4 meet-
ing, we were told that talks will
start on the repeal procedure,
but the Agriculture Minister told
us again that the laws are very
good and we should go for
amendments. They also told us
to wait for the Supreme Court
hearing on January 11 asitisa
constitutional matter and farm-
ers too can approach the court
with their demands. But when
they continued tospeak onben-
efits of the laws, we told them
that we are not keen to discuss
this subject.”

“Regarding the Supreme
Court hearing, eight unions, in-
cluding BKU Dakaunda, BKU
Rajewal, BKU Lakhowal, BKU
Tikait, All India Kisan Federation,
Jambhoori Kisan Sabha, Doaba

Kisan Sabha, are respondentsin
the matter. Our lawyers will be
going to court on Monday;, let us
see what happens. However, if
any direction is against us, we
will protest,” he said.

Kulwant Singh, president of
Jamhoori Kisan Sabha, said: “I
wonder why the government is
so keen to wait until the
Supreme Court hearing... They
even suggested that we ap-
proach the court for repeal, and
with day-to-day hearing, we can
get a quick decision. They said
they can’t repeal the laws as it
will set awrong precedent.”

Jagmohan Singh Patiala,
working committee member of
the All India Kisan Sangharsh
Coordination Committee, said:
“Itwas backto square one today.
Besides asking us to approach
the Supreme Court, they also
told us toform aninformal com-
mittee inwhich representatives
of government, farmers will be
there to decide on the laws. But
we have rejected both propos-
als.” Darshan Pal of Krantikari
Kisan Union said: “We are not
keen tomove the Supreme Court
for the repeal of the three laws,
and want this matter to be dis-
cussed across the table.”

advantage,” the Ministry of
External Affairs had said.

The constant changesinH-1B
visa approval systems has been
opposed by leaders of technology
giants such as Google, Microsoft,
Facebook and Twitter. Though
Indian companies have gradually
reduced their dependency on
these work permits, many giant
tech corporations still look to hire
from the pool of H-1B workers.

Food inflation

accommodative monetary pol-
icy stance.

The NSO's GDPdatacame the
same day the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization re-
leased its latest Food Price Index
(FPI)number for December. This
index - reflecting international
prices of a basket of food com-
modities against a base year
(2014-16)value of 100 - averaged
107.5 points for the month. [t was
the highest since November
2014.

Whatis significantis how the
FPI has soared since May 2020
(see chart). From falling to a four-
year low of 91 points then, it has
hit a more than six-year high in
December.

This extreme global price
volatility canbe seen across farm
commodities.

B Wheat, corn and soyabean
prices at the Chicago Board of
Trade exchange (for the most ac-
tively-traded futures contracts
there) are ruling at $6.42, $4.94
and $13.55 per bushel, respec-
tively, as against their correspon-
ding year-ago levels of $5.50,
$3.84and $9.44.

M The price of raw sugar fu-
tures  traded at  the
Intercontinental Exchange has
similarly gone up from 13.59
cents to 15.60 cents a pound in
the last one year. So has crude
palmoil from 3,042 to 3,817 ring-
git per tonne at Kuala Lumpur’s
Bursa Malaysia Derivatives ex-
change.

W Export prices of rice (Thai
white grain with 5% broken con-
tent)and cotton (the benchmark
Cotlook Aindex of Far East landed
rates) are also higher compared
to a year back: $512 versus $418
pertonne and 86.55 cents versus
78.75 cents per pound, respec-
tively.

W Skim milk powder prices at
Global Dairy Trade, the fort-
nightly auction platform of New
Zealand's Fonterra Cooperative,
averaged $3,044 per tonne on
January 5. That is a steep jump
from $2,373 eight months ago.

There are three mainreasons
for international agri-commod-

ity prices firming up in the past
few months.

The first is a steady normali-
sation of demand as most coun-
tries, including India, have un-
locked their economies after
May.Even as demand has gradu-
ally recovered, restoration of sup-
ply chains post-Covid is taking
time. Dry weather in major pro-
ducing countries such as
Thailand, Brazil, Argentina and
Ukraine, plus a shortage of ship-
ping containers, has only aggra-
vated the supply-demand imbal-
ances.

The second reason s stockpil-
ing by China, which has stepped
up imports of everything - from
corn, wheat, soyabean and bar-
ley to sugarand milk powder - to
build strategic food reserves amid
rising geopolitical tensions and
pandemic uncertainties. Last
month, the country published a
new draftlaw taking into account
“new situations and questions”
posing severe challenges to its
“grains stockpile security”.

The third reason may have to
do the ultra-low global interest
rates and floodgates of liquidity
opened by major central banks.
This money, which has already
flowed into equity markets, could
well find a home next in agri-
commodities - more so, ina sce-
nario of tightening world sup-
plies.

Household inflation expecta-
tions in India have traditionally
been shaped by food and fuel
prices. Retail prices of petrol and
diesel in Delhi have, since last
year,moved fromRs 75.74and Rs
68.79toRs84.20and Rs 74.38 per
litre, respectively. Annual con-
sumer food price inflation stood
at9.43%in November. That num-
ber, more than GDP growth, is the
one worth tracking in the months
ahead..

Sena vs Cong

days, Thackeray said: “What new
thing have I done? I have done
what we have been saying for
over somany years and what the
Shiv Sena supremo (Bal
Thackeray) had said.”

The Chief Minister was speak-
ing to reporters after a function
towelcome Vasant Gite and Sunil
Bagul back into the Shiv Sena
from the BJP, which they had
joined some time ago.

On Wednesday, Thackeray
had referred to Sambhaji Nagar
while announcing a Cabinet deci-
sionon Twitter about adding 165
beds and creating 360 posts in
Aurangabad's government med-
ical college and cancer hospital.

The tweet tagged Medical
Education Minister and Congress
leader Amit Deshmukh. On
Thursday, the Chief Minister’s
Twitter handle put out two
tweets referring to Sambhaji
Nagar.

Asked about the reference to
Sambhaji Nagar, Congress leader,
former chief minister and current
Public Works Minister Ashok
Chavan said that changing the
name of Aurangabad was not a
priority for his party. "This is a
three-party government, the is-
sues which are not a priority can
be discussed in the coordination
committee between the parties,”
he said.

Chavan also invoked former
prime minister A B Vajpayee to
remind the Shiv Sena to honour
coalition sentiments. “I vaguely
remember something Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had said about Ram
Mandir. He had said that while it
was something he wanted to do,
his government did not have the
majority todoit," he said.

Congress state president and
Revenue Minister Balasaheb
Thorat said: “It is not about
Aurangzeb. We also adore
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj.
Our opposition is to the politics
being played over the renaming
of cities that creates a rift among
people. We will explain our stand
and convince the CM.”

Shiv Sena leader and MP
Sanjay  Raut  defended
Thackeray’s tweets. “Is it a crime
to use the name of Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Raje? There is nothing
wrong in using the names of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharajin
government records and Twitter.
Itis public sentiment and the gov-
ernment functions on public sen-
timent,” said Raut.

Raut claimed that even the
Congress leaders who are oppos-
ing the renaming of the
Aurangabad are followers of
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj
“atheart”.

Trump

congressional leaders threatened
to impeach him for encouraging
a mob that stormed the Capitol
on January 6.

Representative Katherine
Clark of Massachusetts, the No.4
Democrat, said on Friday that if
Vice President Mike Pence would
notinvoke the 25th Amendment
to forcibly relieve Trump of his
duties, Democrats were prepared
toactby the middle of next week
toimpeach him fora second time.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi

New Delhi

planned to gather Democrats by
telephone later on Friday to dis-
cuss the effort. However, despite
a rupture with Trump, Vice
President Pence privately ruled
outinvoking the disability clause
of the 25th Amendment to side-
line the President, according to
officials.

The highly charged debate
about Trump's capacity to govern
even for less than two weeks un-
derscored the depth of anger and
anxiety after the invasion of the
Capitol that forced lawmakers to
evacuate, halted the counting of
the Electoral College votes for
several hours and left people
dead, including a Capitol Hill po-
lice officer who died on Thursday
night.

Endingaday of publicsilence,
Trump posted a 2%2-minute
video on Twitter on Thursday
evening denouncing the mob at-
tackinaway that he had refused
todoaday earlier.

Reading dutifully from a
script prepared by his staff, he de-
clared himself “outraged by the
violence, lawlessness, and may-
hem” and told those who broke
the law that “you will pay”.

While he did not give up his
false claims of election fraud, he
finally conceded defeat. “A new
administration will be inaugu-
rated onJanuary 20,” Trump said.
“My focus now turns to ensuring
a smooth, orderly and seamless
transition of power. This moment
calls for healing and reconcilia-
tion.”

Trump initially resisted tap-
ing the video, agreeing to do it
only after aides pressed him and
he appeared to suddenly realize
he could face legal risk for prod-
ding the mob, coming shortly af-
ter the chief federal prosecutor
for Washington left open the pos-
sibility of investigating the
President for illegally inciting the
attack by telling supporters to
march on the Capitol and show
strength.

Pat A Cipollone, the White
House counsel, had warned
Trump of just that danger on
Wednesday as aides frantically
tried to get the President tointer-
vene and publicly call off rioters,
which he did only belatedly, re-
luctantly, and half-heartedly.

“We are looking at all actors,
not only the people who went
into the building,” Michael R
Sherwin, the US attorney in
Washington, told reporters.
Asked if thatincluded Mr. Trumyp,
he repeated: “We're looking atall
actors. If the evidence fits the el-
ements of a crime, they're going

tobe charged.”
N

The President’s video state-
ment came after aday of disarray
in the West Wing, where officials
sought to keep more staff mem-
bers from marching out the door.
Aides hoped the latest statement
would at least stanch the bleed-
ing within Trump’s own party.
Ivanka Trump, his eldest daugh-
ter, called lawmakers before it
posted, promising it would reas-
sure them.

Despite the talk of healing,
however, Trump plans to next
week visit the southwestern bor-
der to highlight his hardline im-
migration policies, accordingtoa
person briefed on the planning.

He also told advisers he
wanted to give a media exit inter-
view, which they presumed
might undercut any conciliatory
notes. But the first family has dis-
cussed leaving the White House
for good on January 19, the day
before the inauguration.

Washington remained on
edge on Thursday, and busi-
nesses and storefronts remained
boarded up. Thousands of
National Guard troops began fan-
ning out around the city and
some of the participants in the at-
tack were arrested. Amid scrutiny
over the security breakdown, the
Capitol Police chief and the
Senate sergeant-at-arms re-
signed.

The main focus, however, was
on Trump. Pelosi and Senator
Chuck Schumer of New York, the
Democratic leader, called on
Pence and the cabinet to invoke
the 25th Amendment. After the
Vice President refused to take
their telephone calls, Pelosi told
reporters that she would pursue
impeachment if he did not act.

“While it’s only 13 days left,
any day can be a horror show for
America,” she said, calling
Trump’s actions on Wednesday
a“seditious act”.

“This President should not
hold office one day longer,” said
Schumer, who will become ma-
jority leader with the seating of
two Democrats elected to the
Senate in Georgia this week, and
the inauguration of Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris as
the tiebreaker.

President-elect Biden would
not address whether Trump
should remainin office but called
Wednesday “one of the darkest
daysin the history of our nation”
and forcefully laid blame at the
President’s feet after years of stir-
ring the pot.

“I wish we could say we
couldn’t see it coming,” Biden
said. “But thatisn’t true. We could
see it coming.”

But Pence, several cabinet
secretaries and other administra-
tion officials concluded that the
25th Amendment was an un-
wieldy mechanism to remove a
President, according to people in-
formed about the discussions.
The notion became even less
plausible when two cabinet
members — Elaine L Chao, the
transportation secretary, and
Betsy DeVos, the education sec-
retary —resigned in protest of the
President’s encouragement of the
mob.

While animpeachment con-
viction would only strip Trump
of his power days earlier than he
is set to lose it anyway, it could
also disqualify him from running
again in 2024. And even if an-
other impeachment might not
be any more successful than the
first one, in which he was acquit-
ted by the Senate last yearinthe
Ukraine pressure scheme, advo-
cates argued that the mere
threat of it could serve as a de-
terrent for the remaining days of
his tenure.

It remains unclear if Pence
will attend Biden's inauguration.
He has in the past signalled his
willingness to attend, an admin-
istration source said, but added
that the Vice President had yet to
receive a formal invitation.
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EQUIPPED WITH ECG, OXYGEN CYLINDERS

At Singhu, a mini hospital for quick relief

JIGNASA SINHA &
ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

WITH SEVERAL farmer deaths
and many protesters falling ill
in the harsh weather, a tempo-
rary, four-bed ‘hospital’ has
come up at Singhu, near the
main stage, particularly with an
eye on the elderly and heart pa-
tients.

Life Care Foundation, an
NGO from Punjab's Dera Bassi,
said they set up “24-hour emer-
gency hospital” after they felt
the need to move beyond pro-
viding just first-aid.

"We have been giving first-
aid and over the counter medi-
cines from the first day, but in
recent days we felt the need to
have a hospital here. Since it's
an eight-kilometre stretch, it
takes time for the ambulance to
come and ferry patients to hos-
pital,” said Avatar Singh (36)
from Dera Bassi in Punjab, who
started the initiative at the
Singhu protest site.

"We've seen people who
had elevated blood pressure,
one seemed to have suffered a
heart attack. So we realised it is
necessary to have this facility at
the camp. In fact, many more
such hospitals need to come up.
It's not much but something is
better than nothing. We also
have nebulisers for asthma pa-
tients and a fridge to keep in-
sulin injections and tetanus
shots, since both sugar issues
and injuries are common," he
said.

"We will have three doctors
from different hospitals in
Punjab who will work in 10-15
days’ shift at the camp. We are
also paying them a salary,” he
said.

Singh, a farmer, said he had
to take a Rs 9 lakh loan to help
at the protests. He has spent Rs
3.5lakh so far.

— BRIEFLY —

Armed men
fleewithexec’s
carinNoida

New Delhi: A senior ex-
ecutive of a celebrity
management firm was
robbed at gunpoint and
his car stolen allegedly
by three armed men
near Panchsheel under-
pass on the Noida-
Greater Noida Link Road
Wednesday night. Police
said the assailants al-
legedly assaulted
Mohsin Khan, CEO of
Celewish Private Limited
based in Okhla, before
driving off in his Honda
City car.

Woman
injuredin
snatching bid

New Delhi: A30-year-old
woman fell off a moving
e-rickshaw while al-
legedly resisting a
snatching attempt by
two bike-borne men in
Shalimar Bagh. Police
said the woman fell on
the road and sustained
with injuries to the head.

18 ventilators
at GB Pant

New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment has decided to
procure 18 advanced
ventilators for ICUs of the
Neurosurgery Depart-
ment at GB Pant hospital.

HC relief for
Delhiairport

New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court has ordered a
stay on monthly pay-
ments by Delhi
International Airport
Limited (DIAL) towards
annual fee to the Airports
Authority of India and
alsodirected return of any
amount which may have
been transferred after
December9.DIALhad in-
voked force majeure due
to the lockdown to seek
payment exemption.ENS

PROTEST WATCH

I No. of protesters

1. Khatkar toll plaza
Jind-Patiala highway on NH71

300 a0 20

No. of barricades: None
Distance of protest site from
Delhi:145km

Protest on since December 25

5. Shahjahanpur-Kheraborder
At the Haryana-Rajasthan

Kheravillage

No. of police personnel: Around

300 personnel, including police
and paramilitary

Distance from Delhi: 82 km
Protest on since December 13

M No. of tractors

border on NH48, near Jaisinghpur

Around 2,000 Morethan200

M No. of cops

{ 2.Masani

Near Masani village in Rewari,
¢ Haryana

: 500-plus
¢ Distance from Delhi: 54 km

i Protestonsince December 31

30-plus

3.Ghraunda (Karnal): Ambala-
Delhi (NH-44)

2000 25

No. of barricades: None
Distance of protest site from
Delhi: 100 km

Date of beginning of protest:
December 25

20

6. Singhu Border
30,000 approx.
over6,000

15 companies
Protest on since November 27,
covers a 16-km-long stretch

8. Tikri Border

15,000

approx.

Protest onsince Nov 27, from Tikri Border metro station to Bahadurgarh
metro station to Pakoda Chowk, covers adistance of 33 km

]0,000 tractors approx.,

over 3,000 four-wheelers

4. Makdoli (Rohtak): Rohtak-
Panipat highway (NH-71A)

200 50-100 20

No. of barricades: None
Distance of protest site from
Delhi: 80 km

Date of beginning of protest:
December 25

7.Ghazipur

8,000 approx.

],000 tractors, 500 cars
4-5 companies

Protest onsince Nov 28,
covers overa 3-kmstretch

10

companies
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After Tamil, Delhi govt
nod to set up Konkani
language academy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

WITH THE Aam Aadmi Party
gearing up to fight the 2022 as-
sembly polls in Goa, the Arvind
Kejriwal-led Cabinet in Delhi
Friday approved the setting up of
a Konkani language academy in
the capital.

The government said that the
academy will seek to facilitate the
growth and promotion of the
Konkani language and culture in
the city. "Congratulations to all
Konkani speaking people and all
those who love Konkani lan-
guage. To promote Konkani lan-
guage, Delhi Cabinet today ap-
proved setting up of a Konkani
academy in Delhi," CM tweeted.

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, who holds the Arts,
Culture, and Languages portfolio,
said, "Goa has a special place in
every Indian's heart. The Delhi

Goahasa
special place
inevery
Indian’s
heart:
Sisodia

government's Konkani Academy
will bring forth the best of au-
thentic Konkani culture to the
capital.”

The AAP had fared poorly in
the 2017 assembly polls in Goa.
After returning to power in Delhi
with a thumping majority, the
party has considerably increased
its organisational activities in the
state, which is currently governed
by the BJP.

Currently, there are eight
functional language academiesin
Delhi covering Urdu, Sanskrit,
Punjabi, Hindi, Maithili-Bhojpuri,
Garhwali-Kumaoni-Jaunsari,
Sindhi and Tamil. Tamil was no-
tified recently.

o
=t 1
- ._...\,.._I'I"_::' |

A protester undergoing
treatment at the four-bed
facility at Singhu Friday.
Abhinav Saha

Saadiq Mohammad, a vol-
unteer, said he and seven other
pharmacists and doctors from
Mohali run the hospital and
medicine store round the clock.
“We have witnessed several
farmer deaths due to the win-
ter. There are a lot of old men
and women here who have di-
abetes, blood pressure and gas-
tric issues. Each day, we have
around 12-20 emergency pa-
tients,” said Saadiq.

The nearest hospital from
the border is 2-3 kilometres
away and it takes 25-30 min-
utes to reach there because of
the huge traffic at the protest
site.

On the front of a white tent,
medicines are given out and lab
tests are conducted; the four

beds are placed at the back. The
hospital is equipped with
catheters, ECG machines, oxy-
gen cylinders and other medical
equipment.

Doctors said they treat 20-
25 patients a day. At least 4-5
patients are admitted and
treated for a day or two and 2-3
patients are referred to other
hospitals.

“If a person suffers a heart
attack, we give them primary
treatment and send them to a
hospital. First-aid in these cases
has to be quick. We also test
people for high sugar and cho-
lesterol. Most farmers don’t
take the right medicines and fall
sick,” said Dr Surjit, who works
at a hospital in Mohali and is
volunteering here.

Dr Chandan Singh (28) from
Chandigarh was busy attending
to patients complaining of diar-
rhea, chest pain, etc. "I felt it was
more important to come here
because the farmers have been
here for months in poor hy-
gienic conditions and are bound
to fall ill. They needed our help
more than city dwellers,"” he
said.

Ravinder, a farmer from near
Rohtak in Haryana, had come to
take medicines for a skin infec-
tion. "I saw they have put beds
as well. It's a relief to know we
will have the option if we need
it," he said.

Balvinder Singh (56), a
farmer from Rohtak, has been
admitted at the mini hospital
for two days. He said he col-
lapsed on the road after his
joints and head ached for a
while. His wife brought him
here and doctors gave him
medicines and checked his BP.
“They say I may have typhoid,”
said Balvinder.

The organisation is planning
to get more equipment and
doctors who can similarly look
after protesting farmers at the
Tikri border.

Student murder: 4 Gurgaon cops
charged with framing conductor

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

THREE YEARS after a Class 2
student was found murdered in
his school in Gurgaon and the
school bus conductor arrested
by the local police, the CBI has
filed a chargesheet against four
Gurgaon police officers for
falsely implicating him in the
case.

The agency has filed a sup-
plementary chargesheet in a
special court in Panchkula ac-
cusing the then SHO of Bhondsi
police station Narender Singh
Khatana, sub-inspector
Shamsher Singh, ASI Subhash
Chand and ACP (Sohna) Barem
Singh for arresting conductor
Ashok Kumar for the murder
despite him being innocent.

CBI, which had been handed
over the investigation, did not
prosecute Ashok Kumar and
had instead arrested a student
for the murder. The eight-year-
old victim was found with his

throat slit near the school toilet
on September 8, 2017, within
half-an-hour of his father drop-
ping him to the school.

Gurgaon police had arrested
the conductor, accusing him of
murder, within the next two
days. The police showed recov-
ery of a knife from him and
claimed he had wanted to
sodomise the child and when
the child raised an alarm,
Kumar killed him.

Police also paraded Kumar
in front of news channel cam-
eras and made him confess the
crime before journalists.

The CBI, however, found the
claims of police to be false and
instead arrested a 16-year-old,
who had allegedly killed the
child in a bid to postpone school
exams.

The CBI has charged the po-
lice officers under IPC sections
120-B (criminal conspiracy),
166A (disobeying directions un-
der law), 167 (public servant
framing an incorrect document
with intent to cause injury), 330

(police officer torturing some-
one to confess a crime)and 506
(criminal intimidation), officials
said.

The agency had examined
teachers, students and scanned
local markets, which led them
to a senior student.

The juvenile was appre-
hended in the murder on
November 7, 2017, CBI
spokesperson R C Joshi said.

"It was revealed during CBI
investigation that the conduc-
tor earlier arrested by Gurgaon
Police was not involved in this
murder case. During further in-
vestigation, the alleged role of
the said police officials came to
light and a supplementary
chargesheet was therefore filed
against them,” he said.

According to the agency, the
juvenile, believed to be weak in
his studies, allegedly slit the vic-
tim’s throat to get the school to
declare a holiday in order to de-
fer a scheduled parent-teacher
meeting (PTM) and an exami-
nation.

$200 mn project at US Embassy: ‘Testimony
to strength, longev1ty of US-India relations’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

UNION MINISTER Hardeep Singh
Puri, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, and outgoing US
Ambassador to India Kenneth [
Juster Friday broke ground on the
new “more environmentally sus-
tainable” Chancery buildingtobe
constructed inside the US
Embassy campus.

"The project we celebrate to-
dayis more thana series of build-
ings and infrastructure. It reflects
America's enduring commitment
to the US-India partnership and
isatestament to the strength and
longevity of that partnership,”
Juster said.

“The new design reduces to-
tal water use by 37% and potable
water use by 74%. The reflecting
pool will be redesigned to capture
stormwater during the monsoon
season, storing one million gal-
lons for treatment and reuse...
Throughout the project, the

HEH

(Fom left) Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, US Ambassador Kenneth I Juster and Delhi
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia, Friday. 1

Embassy will be planting over
2,000treesin public areasin New
Delhi,” he said.

Juster said the “endeavour
was also an investment in the lo-
cal community”. “During the

project, an approximate $200
million will be invested in the lo-
cal economy and the project will
employ approximately 800
Indian workers at the peak of con-
struction activities. These work-

ers will have the opportunity to
learn new technical skills and
safety awareness that will help
distinguish them in the local mar-
ket,” he said.

Speaking at the event, Puri

lauded Juster's contribution to
strengthening India-US relations,
saying ties were “stronger, more
enduring and with greater poten-
tial now” as compared to when
the envoy had come to India.

Sisodia too said the relation-
ship between the US Embassy
and the Delhi government was
“mutually beneficial”. “India has
adopted a New Education Policy
which has enabled partnership
in higher education with re-
puted universities of the world.
The Delhi government will seek
your cooperation in making
Delhi aregional educational hub
for some of the Ivy League col-
leges and schools,” he said.

In a statement, the US
Embassy said the “new Chancery
building will stand adjacent to the
iconic original Chancery and the
Ambassador's Residence at
Roosevelt House on the Embassy
campus”. Friday also marked the
62nd anniversary of the ground-
breaking of the original Chancery
in 1959.

New Delhi

Another vaccine
dry run as capital
hopes to smoothen
rollout process

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

THE THIRD round of the Covid-
19 vaccination dry run, held in
the capital’s four districts on
Friday, saw improved coordina-
tionamong teams, but not with-
out some minor glitches.
Around 25 beneficiaries were
calledin each session site to carry
out the immunisation pro-
gramme.
The first dry run for the Covid-
19 vaccination rollout was held
in Delhi on January 2 at three
sites — GTB Hospital, Shahdara;
the Urban Primary Health Centre,
Darya Ganj; and the
Venkateshwar Hospital, Dwarka.
At the Delhi government’s
Baba Saheb Ambedkar hospital,
calls were made to all listed ben-
eficiaries on Thursday evening.
“Amessage was senttoallthe
25 beneficiaries and around 17 of
them reached the session site on
Friday. It was a smooth process as
we have already been training our
healthcare staff for the last few
weeks,” said Dr Pankaj Kumar,
nodal officer of the Covid-19 vac-
cination centre at the hospital.
The process was equally
smooth at east Delhi’s Delhi State
Cancer Institute (DSCI).
Following social distancing and
other Covid norms, the benefici-
aries waited outside the centre
as the vaccinating officer called
out their names. A police officer
was also seated at the gate to

verify details of registered peo-
ple.

“The IDs of all the beneficiar-
ies are being checked at the vac-
cination room. There are eight
seats in the observation room
where the beneficiaries will wait
for at least 30 minutes to see if
there are any reactions to the vac-
cine,” said Dr Pragya Shukla,
nodal officer of Covid-19 at the
institute.

However, some centres re-
ported minorissues while carry-
ing out the exercise. A senior dis-
trict official from New Delhi
district, where the dry run was
held at 10sites, said, “There were
some issues while using the Co-
WIN app but we are working on
it. Since the dry run was held at
government and private hospi-
tals, we could easily coordinate
with healthcare workers.”

In the southeast district, the
exercise was carried outat 19 ses-
sion sites. The district has identi-
fied 72 sites for the final vaccina-
tion programme in the first phase.
“Primarily, there were small is-
sues and we have sent feedback
to the state health department.
Overall, the entire exercise was
fairly successful. Special empha-
siswas given on the mock drill for
reporting of AEFI (adverse event
following immunisation) and
emergency situation.”

According to top officials in
the state health department, the
city is expected to start the vac-
cination programme in the com-
ing week.

Dry run at the railway hospital in Paharganj. Praveen Khanna

UK strain detected in 33
people so far in Delhi

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

TWENTY MORE people in Delhi
have been found to be infected
with the new strain of SARS-
Cov-2 virus that emerged in the
United Kingdom, taking the to-
tal number of people infected
with the strain in the city to 33.
A total of 115 Covid-19 posi-
tive samples have been sent to
the National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) for genome se-
quencing by the state health de-
partment. Of these samples, the
testing centre has released the
report of 80, out of which 33 are
found to be carrying the strain.
Thy are being treated at Lok
Nayak, Max Saket, Batra Hospital

Tughlakabad, Fortis Vasant Kunj
and Sir Ganga Ram hospital.

On Friday, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal announced
guidelines for the testing of pas-
sengers coming from the UK as
the Central government lifted the
ban on the flights. As per the
rules, travellers coming from the
UK to the city will have to un-
dergo a seven-day institutional
quarantine and a seven-day
home quarantine evenif they test
negative for Covid-19 on arrival.

Meanwhile, Delhi recorded
444 fresh cases of Covid-19 on
Friday, the seventh time the daily
infection count stood below the
500-mark in January, while the
positivity rate dipped to 0.59 per
cent. Ten more deaths were re-
ported in the last 24 hours.
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IIM to help fix
multiplicity of
agencies in capital

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

NEARLY SIX years after the Delhi
High Court called for a “relook”
at the system of governance in
the national capital, the Delhi
government has engaged IIM-
Ahmedabad to study and “de-
velop an appropriate administra-
tive structure” for the city, known
for multiplicity of agencies.

In Delhi, a union territory
with a legislative assembly cur-
rently ruled by the AAP, crucial
sectors — including police, land,
and public order — come under
the Union government.
Administrative control of the
municipal corporations, led by
the BJP, also lies with the Centre.

A team led by Professor
Sundaravalli Narayanaswami of
IIM-Awill carry out the study, for
which a dedicated portal has
been launched. The team mem-
bers are former IAS officers KS
Mehra and Ramesh Negi; serv-
ing DSIIDC managing director
Vikas Anand; Secretary (Town
and Country Planning) of
Puducherry, K Mahesh; Delhi
Health Special Secretary
Sandeep Mishra; and retired
IIM-A professor N Ravichandran.

“Based on the Delhi High
Court judgment in response to a
writ petition, GNCTD has en-
gaged [IM-Ahmedabad to study
and to develop an appropriate
administrative structure for the
Delhi region. The scope of the
study includes a survey-based in-
vestigation which captures the
portfolio of services offered, qual-
ity of services offered, aspirations
of the citizen, and the existing
gapinadministering the services.
The committee will also suggest
changes in governing structures
to promote citizen-centric ap-

What
theHC
° said

EXPLAINED

THE HIGH Court had in
2015 observed that sys-
tems of governance, con-
ceived “a century or half
acentury ago”, have failed
with the vast expansion
of Delhi. It also pointed to
lack of efforts in bringing
about upgradations to
cater to the new reality.
However, it emphasised
that the new administra-
tive structure will have to
be devised in consulta-
tion with the Centre
“within the ambit of the
Constitutional status of
Delhi”. The legal hurdles
in implementing a re-
vised administrative
structure was to be ad-
dressed after a proposal is
drawn up, it had added.

proach in governing Delhi,” states
the scope of the study.

The survey-based investiga-
tion will take a detailed look at
the quality of services offered in
arange of areas, including water,
electricity, education, health,
waste collection, transport,
street lighting, women'’s safety
and policing. The HC had sug-
gested that a consultant be ap-
pointed to carry out the study.

A circular from the Urban
Development Department said
the team will conduct one-to-one
interviews with senior officials
heading departments, projects,
agencies as well as policy-makers.
As per the timeline of activities
planned, the study will be carried
out in five phases within a year.

At the Ghazipur poultry market. Tashi Tobgyal

Crow deaths spark bird flu
fears, samples collected

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

THE DELHI unit of the
Department of  Animal
Husbandry has collected nine
samples from three areas in the
national capital to check for pres-
ence of avian flu or bird flu,
which has already been reported
in five states so far — Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Kerala and Haryana.
According to senior officials
from the department, the sam-
ples have been collected in the
last two days. On Thursday, four

samples were picked up from
Hastsal in West Delhi, where 16
wild birds had died. The samples
have been sent to the Northern
Regional Disease Diagnostic
Laboratory in Jalandhar.

“Five more samples were col-
lected on Friday — four from
Mayur Vihar Phase 3 and one
from DDA park in Dwarka sector
9. Around 15 crows had died in
Dwarka, while 17 crows have
been found dead at East Delhi’s
Mayur Vihar,” said Dr Rakesh
Singh from the Department of
Animal Husbandry

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia took note of the incident,
following which the rapid re-

sponse team visited the place.

“These samples will be sent to
the National Institute of High
Security Animal Diseases in
Bhopal onTuesday,” said Dr Singh.

H5N1 is a type of influenza
virus that causes “highly infec-
tious, severe respiratory disease
in birds called avian influenza”,
according to the World Health
Organisation.

Uttar Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmir have also wit-
nessed unusual deaths of poul-
try, crows and migratory birds.
The Centre has asked local au-
thorities to boost surveillance
around water bodies, live bird
markets, zoos and poultry farms.

Sisodia had said on Thursday
that there is no case of bird fluin
Delhi yet and asked officials to
keep a close watch on poultry
birds coming in from neighbour-
ing states to prevent any infec-
tion. Eleven rapid response
teams have been set up to mon-
itor Delhi's potential hotspots.

Sisodia had alsoinstructed of-
ficials to maintain a strict vigil on
birds at major bird sites, especially
poultry markets, water bodies,
zoos and other potential hotspots.
These include Ghazipur Fish and
Poultry Market, Shakti Sthal Lake,
Sanjay Lake, Bhalswa Horseshoe
Lake, Delhi Zoo, and smaller wa-
ter bodies in DDA parks.

Kathak Kendra
constitutes sexual
harassment panel

SUANSHUKHURANA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

MORE THAN half a century after
the capital’s premier dance insti-
tute, Kathak Kendra, became a
constituent unit of Sangeet Natak
Akademi, it finally hasaninternal
complaints committee (ICC) for
reporting and redressal of any sex-
ual harassment complaints in-
volving gurus and students.

The formation of the commit-
tee was prompted by an FIR
lodged by a 23-year-old woman,
said Suman Kumar, director of
Kathak Kendra.

The woman had alleged mo-
lestation by her pakhawaj teacher
PtRavi Shankar Upadhyay,a noted
pakhawaj player based in Delhi
and a guru at the Kendra.
Upadhyay was arrested on
December 15 and sent to judicial
custody. Upadhyay, who has been
suspended, was lodged in Tihar
Jail and was granted bail on
December 23.The next hearingis
scheduled in a month.

The ICC includes Kathak
dancers Rajendra Gangnani and
Malti Shyam, who are currently
gurus at the Kendra; Dr Mridula
Tandon, founder of capital-based
NGO SAKSHI; twowomen section
officers from Kathak Kendra; and
SubhashDutta,a consultant with
the Kendra.

Since it was formed in
December, the ICC has held three
meetings over the complaint
against Upadhyay. The woman’s
statement and that of other stu-
dents have already been
recorded, while Upadhyay’s tes-
timony will be recorded in the
next few days. The first meeting
was virtual, while members met
for the next two.

“Since the police investigation
is also going on, we keep under-
standing the process and devel-

Noted pakhawaj player Ravi
Shankar Upadhyay was
arrested on December 15

opment of it. We are sharing all
updates we get from there with
the ICCmembers,” said Kumar.

He told The Indian Express
that he has sent another letter to
Upadhyay informing him that he
will not be allowed to step inside
the Kendra without permission
while the investigation is on. A
decision on Upadhyay’s termi-
nation, if any, will be based on
further investigation.

ICC member Mridula Tandon
said the organisation is sending
out circulars and putting up
posters to ensure anyone can
reach out to them. “There has to
be zero tolerance. As the head of
an institute, if one hears random
talk, it needs to be taken up. The
woman who has raised theissue,
she deserves kudos for raisingit.”

Kathak Kendra, a constituent
unit of Sangeet Natak Akademi,
was initially established as the
Kathak wing of Sriram Bharatiya
Kala Kendra. In 1964, the insti-
tute became a part of Sangeet
Natak Akademi.

Upadhyay is the son of
pakhawaj maestro Ramji
Upadhyay of the Gaya gharana
and carries a400-year-old family
legacy.He has accompanied many
reputed artistes on stage.

hUieR/19/5QT/=4./2021 iRy, femier 06/01/2021

- ywwifRmewbmy,

T 3= faan sifiEE % siaia Lab Apparatus/Equipments, Water Cooler, Water Purifiers,
Television 4 &7 A Tort/w/ 1 fashar/afasmi 4 Hoss fowmm § ffaad smifa = s &1 Ffe
T Td o1 foega faeRun Hefaenea & Faied gaa 7 fEie 05/02/2021 W ¥, 1,000.00/- % I[Eeh I AR
T ferAT ST Wehell 7 | e fereror weiferenesd  Sere https://govtbpdpgcollege.com ¥ eAare fefan
ST Hehel & W e & 92 €. 1000.00/- 1 ek ST Rl Teiahd o & fedie gite % &9 & 2 ‘g,
ATIHATICS IMHHT FTARITR HETTENSE, Thieht’’ o TH T 3 81, & HEA EIH 81T |

frerifd yost 7 ffaer wmfeds T & i 05/02/2021 STRFE 03.00 5151 2T e HelfoRed H STHT T ST
e TS AT SR B | 1k | faoel st 99 W W -6l 2 are ffaerett W fa=m &1 foran samm qen
G foou WETfeRned o i Seree @t 2 | ffaer sifqw fafer s 04.00 o151 2 w6l @it s, FiEeR =@
T IUrerd & |

Haryana Medical Services Corporation Limited
(A Government of Haryana Undertaking)
Bays No 59-62, Sector 2, Panchkula.
Phone: 01722567945
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT)
Tender Enquiry No.: 140(Tend/2021-22/3/4-A

Online Tender for "Outsourcing Of Sweeper, Ward
Servant/Gda, Horticulture (Mali), Laundary (Dhobi),
Supervisor, Electrician, Helper (Electrical), Plumber, Sewar-
Man, Carpenter, Helper To Carpenter, Masson, Helper To
Masson, Lift Operator, Computer Operator, Gas Manifold
Technician, Cssd Technician, Cssd Helper, Fire Safety
Officer, 24x7 Centralized Complaint Cell Representatives,
At Various Health Facilities District Narnaul, Health
Department, Haryana and documents can be downloaded
from 06.01.2021 onwards on e- procurement portal

T/~ e
— www.etenders.hry.nic.in.
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Bank of Indla 2%,

B g e e g
Head Office, Digital Banking Department, Star House 2, C-4, “G” Block, 6" Floor,
Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (E), Mumbai-400 051, E-mail: HO.DeliveryChannel @ bankofindia.co.in

TENDER
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) NOTICE

BANK OF INDIA INVITES REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR outsourcing
of Installation and Managed Services for 4500 Cash Dispensers/ATMs Last date for
submission of RFP 23.02.2021 by 13.00 hours.

Details available on Bank’s Corporate Website: www.bankofindia.co.in under

“Tender” Section.
New Delhi, South Delhi- 110066,
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Rail Vikas Nigam Limited

/7

{AGovermentof i Entrrsel CIN: L74999DL2003G01118633,

Email: investors@rvnl.org, Website: www.rvnl.org,
Phone No.: 011-26738299, Fax: 011-26182957

of Qualified & Experienced consultants
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) invites Expression of Interest (EQI)
from qualified & experienced consultants for preparation of
comprehensive proposal for “Re-categorization of RVNL as
Navratna Company”. The complete detail of scope of work is

available on RVNL website- www.rvnl.org.

Interested parties having relevant work experience may submit their
EOI by 19.01.2021, Tuesday by 5.00 PM to Company Secretary
Office, Rail Vikas Nigam Limited, Room no. 284, 1st Floor, August
Kranti Bhawan, Bhikaji Cama Place, R.K.Puram, New Delhi- 110066.

Registered office: 1st Floor, August Kranti
Bhawan, Bhikaji Cama Place, R. K. Puram,
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New Delhi

E-TENDER NOTICE
e-tender is invited on Behalf of the President
of India for the under mentioned work :-

1. Name of the work with its location :
Composite Work (Civil & Mechanical)
involving construction of Industrial shed with
Pre-Engineered Building (PEB). Service
building, Electrification and illumination
works. Procurement and commissioning of
specified Mechanical Machineries & Plant
and other associated Civil, Electrical,
Mechanical & Telecom works in connection
with Facilities for POH of DEMU/MEMU at
C&W Workshop, New Bongaigaon (NBQS),
Northeast Frontier Railway". E-tender No.
2020WP/S&T/NBQS/DEMU/WT-03
(Open). 2. Approx. Cost of the work :
%19,61,43,351.26, 3. Earnest money to be
deposited : ¥11,30,700/-, 4. Date and time
for closing of tender : 10.02.2021 up to
12.30 hrs. 5. Website particular and notice
board location where complete details of
tender can be seen and downloaded :
Tender can be down loaded and Bided from
IREPS website : www.ireps.gov.in and
detailed can be seen from the notice board
at Office of CAO/WP, Chamber Bhawan,
J.C. Road, Patna-800001.
Any e-tenders which is sent by Post/Courier/
Fax or by hand will not be accepted. All such
manual submission of tender even if it is on
firm's letter pad or received in time will not be
accepted. The above e-tender document
along with full information is available on
website http://www.ireps.gov.in

Dy. Chief Sig. & Telecom Engg./WP/

ECR/Patna

PR/01270/WP/S&T/T/20-21/44

:ﬁr WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

KOTA IVISION-OFEN TENDER
MOTICE Mo ELISIMNIT/OR
[2020-21] Date-06.01.2021

EaniorCivisicnal Elactical Enginnar
(Genaral), Weel Canlral Raiway
Bia fer el on lahall of Preadient
of Urion of Inds imiles E-snders
for followanyg Works. . Tendar Bao.-
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Macron advisor meets PM Modi,
talks regional and global issues

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

EMMANUELBONNE, Diplomatic
Advisor to French President
Emmanuel Macron, called on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday.

During the meeting, Modi “ex-
pressed his satisfaction on the
progress both countries have
made on key aspects of the India-
France Strategic Partnership, in-
cluding counter-terrorism, cyber-
security, defence and strategic
cooperation, etc”, the government
said in a statement. It mentioned
that Bonne briefed Modi “on
India-France cooperation on var-

PM Narendra Modi with
Emmanuel Bonne. P11

ious regional and global issues, in-
cluding maritime and multilateral
cooperation”. Modi, it said, “fondly
recalled his recent exchanges with
President Macron, and conveyed
his best wishes for his health” and
“reiterated his invitation to

President Macron to visit India...”

The PM tweeted, “Had a pro-
ductive meeting with Mr.
Emmanuel Bonne, Diplomatic
Advisor to President Macron.
Expressed joy at the progress in
India-France Strategic
Partnership, a force for global good
in the post-COVID world.
Reiterated the invitation to my
friend @EmmanuelMacron to
visit India.” Bonne was on a two-
day visit to India for the India-
France Strategic Dialogue held on
January 7.

The French Embassy said that
Bonne “held wide-ranging talks”,
including with his counterpart,
NSA Ajit Doval, during the
Strategic Dialogue.

AFTER OUTGOING US ENVOY’S REMARKS
India’s independent foreign policy
applies to defence acquisitions: MEA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

AFTER THE outgoing US
Ambassador to India spoke about
“interoperability” issuesina veiled
reference to India’s procurement
0of S400 air defence systems from
Russia, the MEA Friday made it
clear that India pursues an inde-
pendent foreign policy that in-
cludes defence acquisitions.
MEA spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said India shares strate-
gic partnerships with both the US
and Russia. He added: “India has
always pursued an independent
foreign policy. This also applies to
our defence acquisitions and sup-
plies which are guided by our na-

tional security interests.”

The remarks come just days
after Kenneth [ Juster had said in
his farewell speech, without
naming the S400 missile system,
that “as systems get more tech-
nologically advanced, country A
that does not get along with
country B, will be less willing to
sell technology that could poten-
tially be compromised to
country B”.

He said: “We haven't hit that
point yet, but that could come in
the future... there are trade-offs
India has to decide (as to) how
much it matters to get the most
sophisticated technology, tobe as
interoperable as it can be within
its technology and potentially
with other friendly forces...”

MEA: India, China have maintained
communication links at ground level

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

THE MINISTRY of External Affairs
(MEA) on Friday said that India
and China have maintained com-
munication links at the ground
level to avoid any misunderstand-
ings, even as the two sides are
waiting for the next round of sen-
ior commander-level talks with
respect to the military standoffin
eastern Ladakh.

During the weekly briefing,
MEA spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said the last round of
diplomatic talks at the Working
Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination took place on
December 18 “and the two sides

have agreed to hold the next
round of senior commanders
meeting,and they are in constant
communication through diplo-
matic and military channels...”
Srivastava said, “In the mean-
time, both sides have maintained
communication at the ground
level to avoid any misunderstand-
ings and misjudgements, even as
discussions continue for achiev-
ing complete disengagement in
all friction areas in accordance
with existing bilateral agreements
to restore peace and tranquillity.”
When asked about the 39
Indian sailors stranded in China,
Srivastava said the Indian
Ambassador in China “has again
personally taken up this issue
with the Chinese Vice Foreign

Minister, and had requested for
early approval of crew exchange”.
He said thatin Delhi, the MEAisin
regular contact with the Chinese
embassy.

He said, “Chinese authorities
have detailed steps, which they
have outlined, to ensure smooth
movement of new crew to China
toaffect this crew change....(and)
steps have to be complied to by
the concerned shipping
companies.”

Regarding “exploring alterna-
tive modes of crew change for
sea”, Srivastava said the possibil-
ity has also been taken up by
Chinese authorities and they have
“indicated that the details for
these options are being
worked out”.

TATA CONSULTANCY SERVICES LIMITED

Registered Office: 9th Floor, Nirmal Building, Nariman Point, Mumbai 400 021. Tel: 91 22 67789595 Fax:91 22 67789660 Email: investor.relations@tcs.com website: www.tcs.com CIN: L22210MH1995PLC084781
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PART I : Audited Consolidated Interim Statement of Financial Results

R crore)

Audited Unconsolidated Interim Statement of Financial Results

R crore)

*Includes the provision for legal claim of 1,218 crore. Refer note 2.

Note: The assets and liabilities of the Group are used interchangeably amongst segments. Allocation of such assets and liabilities is not practicable and any forced allocation
would not result in any meaningful segregation. Hence, assets and liabilities have not been identified to any of the reportable segments.

Select explanatory notes to the Statement of Audited Consolidated Interim Financial Results for the three month and nine month period
ended December 31, 2020

0 ® N o

These results have been prepared in accordance with the Indian Accounting Standard (referred to as “Ind AS”) 34 Interim Financial Reporting
prescribed under Section 133 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Companies (Indian Accounting Standards) Rules as amended from time to
time. These results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at its meeting held on January 8, 2021.
The statutory auditors have expressed an unmodified audit opinion on these results.

Pursuant to ruling at the Appeals Court on August 20, 2020, in the case relating to Epic Systems Corporation (referred to as Epic) for alleged
unauthorised access to and download of Epic’s confidential information and use thereof in the development of the Company’s product
MedMantra, the Company had provided ¥1,218 crore (US $165 million) towards this legal claim in its statement of profit and loss for the three
month period ended September 30, 2020. This has been presented as an “exceptional item” in the statement of profit and loss. The Company
filed a petition for re-hearing of the awards for both compensatory and punitive damages at the Appeals Court on September 3, 2020. Epic also
filed for re-hearing of the Appeals Court’s decision that invalidated a portion of the award of punitive damages. In November 2020, the petitions
for re-hearing filed by the Company and Epic, respectively, were denied by the Appeals Court. The proceedings for assessing punitive damages
have been remanded back to the District Court. The Company will continue to pursue all legal options available in the matter.

The Indian Parliament has approved the Code on Social Security, 2020 which would impact the contributions by the company towards Provident
Fund and Gratuity. The Ministry of Labour and Employment has released draft rules for the Code on Social Security, 2020 on November 13, 2020,
and has invited suggestions from stakeholders which are under active consideration by the Ministry. The Company and its Indian subsidiaries
will assess the impact and its evaluation once the subject rules are notified and will give appropriate impact in its financial statements in the
period in which, the Code becomes effective and the related rules to determine the financial impact are published.

The Board of Directors at its meeting held on October 7, 2020, approved a proposal to buy-back upto 5,33,33,333 equity shares of the Company
for an aggregate amount not exceeding 16,000 crore, being 1.42% of the total paid up equity share capital at 33,000 per equity share. The
shareholders approved the same on November 18, 2020, by way of a special resolution through postal ballot. The period for tendering of shares
for buy-back was from December 18, 2020 to January 1,2021.The settlement of all valid bids was completed on January 5, 2021, and the equity
shares bought back were extinguished on January 6, 2021. Pursuant to the issuance of Letter of Offer, the Company has recorded a liability
towards buy-back of equity shares of 16,000 crore and the corresponding tax payable of 33,726 crore as at December 31, 2020.

Tata Consultancy Services Netherlands BV, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Company, as a part of an overall arrangement, signed a definitive
agreement on January 1, 2021, to obtain entire equity stake in Postbank Systems AG (PBS), a subsidiary of Deutsche Bank AG, at an agreed
consideration.

The Company incorporated a wholly owned subsidiary, Tata Consultancy Services Ireland Limited in Ireland on December 2, 2020.

CMC Americas, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of the Company incorporated in USA, was liquidated w.e.f. December 16, 2020.

Equity stake in Technology Outsourcing S.A.C., a wholly owned step-down subsidiary at Peru, was sold on December 1, 2020, at book value.
The Board of Directors at its meeting held on January 8, 2021, has declared an interim dividend of 36.00 per equity share.

The results for the three month and nine month period ended December 31, 2020, are available on the BSE Limited website
(URL: www.bseindia.com/corporates), the National Stock Exchange of India Limited website (URL: www.nseindia.com/corporates) and on the
Company'’s website (URL: www.tcs.com/investors).

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

Mumbai
January 8, 2021

Rajesh Gopinathan
CEO and Managing Director

Three month period ended Nine month period ended|Year ended Three month period ended Nine month period ended|Year ended
December|September|December| December | December March December|September|December| December | December March
31, 30, 31, 31, 31, 31, 31, 30, 31, 31, 31, 31,
2020 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2020 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020
Revenue 42,015 40,135 39,854 120,472 117,003 156,949 Revenue 34,957 33,365 33,040 99,946 98,084 131,306
Other income 691 914 818 2,203 3,854 4,592 Other income 2,096 1,734 1,206 4,536 6,049 8,082
TOTAL INCOME 42,706 41,049 40,672 122,675 120,857 161,541 TOTAL INCOME 37,053 35,099 34,246 104,482 104,133 139,388
Expenses Expenses
Employee benefit expenses 23,431 22,665 21,622 68,189 63,901 85,952 Employee benefit expenses 17,779 17,211 16,333 51,627 48,263 64,906
Fees to external consultants 3,230 3,047 3,268 9,340 9,741 12,937 Fees to external consultants 3,548 3,404 3,484 10,339 10,404 13,916
Cost of equipment and software licences 396 266 460 1,008 1,436 1,905 Cost of equipment and software licences 331 224 378 839 1,233 1,596
Depreciation and amortisation expense 1,024 998 897 2,998 2,578 3,529 Depreciation and amortisation expense 771 755 677 2,265 1,977 2,701
Other operating expenses 2,750 2,644 3,633 8,190 10,792 14,046 Other operating expenses 2,621 2,440 3,400 7,783 10,084 13,535
TOTAL EXPENSES 30,831 29,620 29,880 89,725 88,448 118,369 TOTAL EXPENSES 25,050 24,034 24,272 72,853 71,961 96,654
PROFIT BEFORE FINANCE COSTS, EXCEPTIONAL ITEM AND TAX 11,875 11,429 10,792 32,950 32,409 43,172 PROFIT BEFORE FINANCE COSTS, EXCEPTIONAL ITEM AND TAX 12,003 11,065 9,974 31,629 32,172 42,734
Finance costs 183 174 223 499 673 924 Finance costs 159 149 200 426 532 743
PROFIT BEFORE EXCEPTIONAL ITEM AND TAX 11,692 11,255 10,569 32,451 31,736 42,248 PROFIT BEFORE EXCEPTIONAL ITEM AND TAX 11,844 10,916 9,774 31,203 31,640 41,991
Exceptional item (Refer note 2) Exceptional item (Refer note 2)
Provision towards legal claim - 1,218 - 1,218 - - Provision towards legal claim - 1,218 - 1,218 - -
PROFIT BEFORE TAX 11,692 10,037 10,569 31,233 31,736 42,248 PROFIT BEFORE TAX 11,844 9,698 9,774 29,985 31,640 41,991
Tax expense Tax Expense
Current tax 3,242 2,849 2,981 8,756 7,702 10,378 Current tax 2,968 2,522 2,692 7,813 6,765 9,012
Deferred tax (277) (316) (555) (803) (320) (577) Deferred tax (366) (272) (601) (614) (158) (281)
TOTAL TAX EXPENSE 2,965 2,533 2,426 7,953 7,382 9,801 TOTAL TAX EXPENSE 2,602 2,250 2,091 7,199 6,607 8,731
:Roﬁi'fT F‘t): THE ?ZR'?th —— 8,727 7,504 8,143 23,280 24,3541 32,447 PROFIT FOR THE PERIOD 9,242 7,448 7,683 22,786 25,033 33,260
rofit for the period attributable to:
Shareholders of the Company 8,701 7,475 8,118 23,184 24,291 32,340 OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME (OCl)
Non-controlling interests 26 29 25 9 63 107 Items that will not be recIagsiﬁed subsequeptly to profit or loss (187) 1 (225) (50) (276) (409)
OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME (OCI) m;%Tgrts)égn items that will not be reclassified subsequently to 40 - 63 1 58 86
Items that will not be reclassified subsequently to profit or loss (184) (62) (228) (110) (367) (449) Items that will be reclassified subsequently to profit or loss 126 (162) (229) 608 212 812
Income tax on items that will not be reclassified subsequently to 39 - 63 10 73 90 Income tax on items that will be reclassified subsequently to (71) 73 44 (224) (137) (315)
profit or Ioss' ) profit or loss
Items that will pe recla55|ﬁe'd subsequeptly to profit or loss 631 (129) 122 1,397 560 1,138 TOTAL OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME / (LOSSES) 92) (88) (347) 345 (143) 174
Income tax on items that will be reclassified subsequently to proft vn 3 a4 (224) (137) (315) TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE PERIOD 9,150 7,360]  7,336| 23,131 24,890| 33,434
TOTAL OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME / (LOSSES) 415 (118) 1 1,073 129 464 Paid up equity share capital 375 375 375 375 375 375
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE PERIOD 9142  7,386] 8144] 24353 24,483 32,911 (Face Value :X1 per share)
Total comprehensive income for the period attributable to: Total Reserves 73,993
Shareholders of the Company 9,109 7,358 8,117 24,248 24,405 32,764
Non-controlling interests 33 28 27 105 78 147 Earnings per equity share:- Basic and diluted ) 24.63 19.85 20.47 60.72 66.71 88.64
Paid up equity share capital 375 375 375 375 375 375 Dividend per share (Par value ¥1 each)
(Face Value :%1 per share) Interim dividend on equity shares ) 6.00 12.00 5.00 23.00 55.00 67.00
Total Reserves (including Non-controlling interests) 84,374 Final dividend on equity shares }) - - - - - 6.00
Total dividend on equity shares ) 6.00 12.00 5.00 23.00 55.00 73.00
Earnings per equity share:- Basic and diluted ) 23.19 19.93 21.63 61.79 64.74 86.19 Total equity dividend percentage 600 1,200 500 2,300 5,500 7,300
D“"‘,ie“d, per share (Par value<1 each) Select explanatory notes to the Statement of Audited Unconsolidated Interim Financial Results for the three month and nine month period
Interim dividend on equity shares (3) 6.00 12.00 5.00 23.00 55.00 67.00
. - . ended December 31, 2020
Final dividend on equity shares () - - - - - 6.00
E::: g;vlz(ij;ndc?\zgeenqdugzrsc:irésgf) 6688 12288 5588 ;3388 gssgg ;3388 1. These ‘results have begn prepared in accorda.nce with the Indian'Accounting. Stande?rd (referred‘to as “Ind AS”) 34 Interim Financial Repvorting
prescribed under Section 133 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Companies (Indian Accounting Standards) Rules as amended from time to
PART Il : Consolidated Segment Information R crore) time. These results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at its meeting held on January 8, 2021.
Three month period ended Nine month period ended | Year ended The statutory auditors have expressed an unmodified audit opinion on these results.
December | September | December | December | December March
31, 30, 31, 31, 31, 31, 2. Pursuant to ruling at the Appeals Court on August 20, 2020, in the case relating to Epic Systems Corporation (referred to as Epic) for alleged
2020 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 unauthorised access to and download of Epic’s confidential information and use thereof in the development of the Company’s product
REVENUE BY INDUSTRY PRACTICE MedMantra, the Company had provided %1,218 crore (US $165 million) towards this legal claim in its statement of profit and loss for the three
Banking, Financial Services and Insurance 16,655 16,138 15,483 48,075 45,888 61,095 month period ended September 30, 2020. This has been presented as an “exceptional item” in the statement of profit and loss. The Company
Man_ufacturing ) 4,027 3,826 4171 1,737 12,251 16,468 filed a petition for re-hearing of the awards for both compensatory and punitive damages at the Appeals Court on September 3, 2020. Epic also
Retail anc! Co_nsumer I?usmess 6,546 6353 6,709 18811 19,598 26,280 filed for re-hearing of the Appeals Court’s decision that invalidated a portion of the award of punitive damages. In November 2020, the petitions
Communication, Media and Technology 6,980 6,560 6,608 20,035 19,227 25,978 F _hearing filed by the C d Eoi wel denied by the A IsC Th dinas f . itive d
Others 7807 7258 6,883 21814 20039 27128 or re-hearing filed by the Company and Epic, respectively, were denied by the Appeals Court. The proceedings for assessing punitive damages
REVENUE FROM OPERATIONS 22,015 20,135 39,854 120,472 117,003 156,949 have been remanded back to the District Court. The Company will continue to pursue all legal options available in the matter.
3. TheIndian Parliament has approved the Code on Social Security, 2020 which would impact the contributions by the company towards Provident
SEGMENT RESULTS . L . .
Banking, Financial Services and Insurance 4,807 4773 4415 13,695 12,774 16,950 Fund anc'1 Gratuny.The Mlnlstry of Labour and Emp!oyment has relea'sed draft rules. for the Code. qn Social Security, 2029 on Novemb'er 13,2020,
Manufacturing 1,188 1,029 1,135 3,203 3,255 4,445 and has invited suggestions from stakeholders which are under active consideration by the Ministry. The Company will assess the impact and
Retail and Consumer Business 1,966 1,844 1,797 5,112 5,110 6,870 its evaluation once the subject rules are notified and will give appropriate impact in its financial statements in the period in which, the Code
Communication, Media and Technology 2,066 1,917 1,926 5,869 5,604 7,703 becomes effective and the related rules to determine the financial impact are published.
Others 2,181 1,950 1,597 5,866 4,386 6,141
Total 12,208 11,513 10,870 33,745 31,129 42,109 4. The Board of Directors at its meeting held on October 7, 2020, approved a proposal to buy-back upto 5,33,33,333 equity shares of the Company
Unallocable expenses* 1,207 2,390 1,119 4,715 3,247 4,453 for an aggregate amount not exceeding ¥16,000 crore, being 1.42% of the total paid up equity share capital at ¥3,000 per equity share. The
Operating income 11,001 9,123 9,751 29,030 27,882 37,656 shareholders approved the same on November 18, 2020, by way of a special resolution through postal ballot. The period for tendering of shares
Other income 691 914 818 2,203 3,854 4,592 for buy-back was from December 18, 2020 to January 1, 2021.The settlement of all valid bids was completed on January 5, 2021, and the equity
PROFIT BEFORE TAX 11,692 10,037 10,569 31,233 31,736 42,248 shares bought back were extinguished on January 6, 2021. Pursuant to the issuance of Letter of Offer, the Company has recorded a liability

towards buy-back of equity shares of 16,000 crore and the corresponding tax payable of 3,726 crore as at December 31, 2020.
The Company incorporated a wholly owned subsidiary, Tata Consultancy Services Ireland Limited in Ireland on December 2, 2020.
CMC Americas, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of the Company incorporated in USA, was liquidated w.e.f. December 16, 2020.
The Board of Directors at its meeting held on January 8, 2021, has declared an interim dividend of 36.00 per equity share.

The results for the three month and nine month period ended December 31, 2020, are available on the BSE Limited website
(URL: www.bseindia.com/corporates), the National Stock Exchange of India Limited website (URL: www.nseindia.com/corporates) and on the
Company'’s website (URL: www.tcs.com/investors).

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

Mumbai
January 8, 2021

Rajesh Gopinathan
CEO and Managing Director

New Delhi
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KEeepPING IN TOUCH

WHEN BJP chief ministers visit the party headquarters in
Delhi, it is mainly to meet the party president or senior lead-
ers. Itis rare for them to keep aside time for staff at the party
office. But when Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb vis-
ited the BJP headquarters to meet party chief ] P Nadda on
Friday, he made it a point to go from floor to floor to meet the
staff also. Deb recently upset the BJP leadership for unilater-
ally calling a public meeting to seek the people’'s mandate on
whether he should continue in office in the face of intense
factionalism in the state party unit. He had to call off the meet-
ing after the national leadership intervened.

Tuesday.

THE Vi1sIT

publicised the meeting.

PACKED SCHEDULE

BJP PRESIDENT ] P Nadda, who has returned to work after bat-
tling Covid, seems to be having hectic days. After spending
three days in Ahmedabad for the RSS meeting, Nadda returned
to Delhi on Thursday evening. On Friday, he took meetings on
booth strengthening and coordination with state leaders from
Rajasthan and Maharashtra. While the party's electoral set-
back in last month's Council polls for graduate and teacher
constituencies in Maharashtra came up for discussion with
the leaders from that state, Nadda discussed strengthening
of the organisation with the Rajasthan leaders, sources said.
On Saturday, the party chief will be heading to poll-bound
West Bengal. Next week, Nadda will resume his 120-day na-
tional tour programme, visiting Assam on Monday and

THERE WERE reports some days ago that Punjab Congress
president Sunil Jakhar was unhappy that many senior AICC
leaders have not visited party MPs from the state who had
been sitting on a dharna at Jantar Mantar in solidarity with
the protesting farmers. Congress leaders, including K C
Venugopal, Pawan Kumar Bansal and party MP Manickam
Tagore, later visited Jantar Mantar and met them in a show of
support. On Friday, the MPs had a meeting with Priyanka
Gandbhi Vadra. She did not go to Jantar Mantar. The MPs -
among them Ravneet Singh Bittu, Jasbir Singh Gill and Gurjeet
Singh Aujla - met Priyanka at her residence. And the AICC

Budget session will be as
long as earlier, all issues
to be discussed: Speaker

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, JANUARY 8

INDICATING THAT the upcom-
ing Budget session of Parliament
will have a Question Hour, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla on
Friday said questions of
Opposition parties will be an-
swered and issues raised by
them discussed when the House
meets for the next session.

Speaking to reporters in
Dehradun, Birla said the upcom-
ing Budget session will be of the
same duration as it had been in
the pastand there will be discus-
sions on allissues.

The Lok Sabha Speaker was
inDehradun to address an event
part of an outreach programme
for Panchayati Raj Institutions -
- ‘Panchayati Raj System:
Strengthening the Decentralised

OmBirlain
Dehradun
on Friday

Democracy’. The event was
aimed at introducing panchayat
members to the functioning of
Parliament and to provide them
with an exposure to democratic
principles and ethos.

Sources said the Budget
Session is likely to begin on
January 29. The session is ex-
pected to be held in adherence
to precautions in view of Covid-
19, the sources added.

Precautions that were in
place for the Monsoon Session,
which was held in September
but cut short after many MPs
tested positive for Covid, will
continue, sources said.

FARMERS’ PROTEST

A protest against the three farm bills by a pensioners’ association and textile and labour
unions outside the mini-secretariat in Ludhiana on Friday. Gurmeet Singh

BKU to oppose Khattar’s
visit to Karnal tomorrow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 8

FARMERS IN Haryana are head-
ing toward another confronta-
tion with the state government
with the Bhartiya Kisan Union
Friday announcing it will oppose
a “kisan panchayat” to be ad-
dressed by Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar in Karnal
district Sunday. The “kisan pan-
chayat” is being organised in
Kaimla village to create “aware-
ness” among the farmers about
the “benefits of three laws".

Khattar, who was in Delhi to
meet Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said the meeting will
take place as per schedule.

On Friday, farmers gathered
at Ghraunda toll plaza on
Ambala-Delhi national highway
before moving to Kaimla to hold
a panchayat there against the
CM's programme. The protest-
ers also removed barricades in-
stalled by the police on the out-
skirts of the village. However, a
group of villagers said they were
in favour of the CM’s meeting.
“We decided to return to toll
plaza to avert a confrontation
there,” said BKU leader Jagdip

Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar in New Delhi, Friday

Singh Aulakh.

Farmers now plan to blockall
roads leading to the village on
Sunday. The administration is
preparing a temporary helipad
near the venue amid a possibility
that Khattar may need to take
the aerial route to the village.

Karnal SP Ganga Ram Punia
told The Indian Express that ade-
quate police force will be de-
ployedin the village. Sources said
additional forces from adjoining
districts will also be called in.

Chief Minister Khattar as well
legislators of the ruling BJP-JJP al-
liance, including Deputy CM
Dushyant Chautala, have been
facing a series of protests by the
state’s farmers.

KHATTAR MEETS SHAH,
SAYS DIALOGUE KEY

Chandigarh: Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar Friday met Home
Minister Amit Shah, and
later said there was hope
that a solution will be
reached through dialogue.
He said that now when var-
ious issues are being dis-
cussed together, the possi-
bilities of resolving the
matter pertaining to the
Acts is stronger. ENS

CHAUTALA: WILL QUIT
IF DEMANDS NOT MET

Chandigarh: Indian National
Lok Dal leader Abhay Singh
Chautala Friday announced
that he would resign from
Haryana Assembly if the
Centre doesn’t accept farm-
ers’ demands by January 26.
Ellenabad MLA Chautala is
the lone INLD MLA in the
Assembly. He has been visit-
ing sites to support farmers
since the protests began. ENS

Jagan launches reconstruction of 9

temples demolished in Vijayawada

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 8

ANDHRA PRADESH Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
on Friday laid the foundation
stone for the reconstruction of
nine temples that were disman-
tled or demolished by the previ-
ous TDPregime to widen roads or
construct flyoversin Vijayawada.

The move comes at a time
the YSRCP government has been
under fire from the TDP over the
attacks on temples in the state,
while BJP leaders have tried to
link Jagan’s Christian faith to the
incidents of vandalism.

Jaganalso laid the foundation
stone for other eight develop-
ment projects worth Rs 77 crore
at the Kanakadurga temple atop
the Indrakeeladri hill. He fol-
lowed Hindu rituals for the foun-
dation stone ceremony.

At the foundation stone laying ceremony. Express

Andhra Brahmin
Corporation chairman and YS-
RCP leader Malladi Vishnu, who
attended the foundation stone
ceremony, said the previous TDP
government had demolished
over 40 temples in Vijayawada.

The temples to be recon-
structed are the Rahu-Kethu

Ministry delays green nod for coal mine
in Chhattisgarh, points to NGT ruling

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, JANUARY 8

THE ENVIRONMENT Ministry
has delayed the green nod for a
coal mine in Chhattisgarh's
Raigarh district, noting that the
projectdidn't even have the first
phase of environmental clear-
ance and that the proposal sub-
mitted by Maharashtra State
Power Generation Co. Ltd was
different "for which the ToR
[Terms of Reference| was given".

The coal mine project is pro-
posed to come up in Gare Palma
area of Tamnar tehsil in the dis-
trict.

A January 1 letter from the
ministry asked MahaGenCo to
"provide comments" on a
February 2020 National Green
Tribunal order on the same area.
According to the letter, the NGT

has said that no further conver-
sion of underground coal mines
to open-cast coal mines can be
permitted in Tamnar and
Gharghora areas of Raigarh,
"keeping in mind the environ-
mental cost in terms of forest
loss, major non-compliance in
pollution control and social cost
(rehabilitation)".

The Gare Palma coal block lo-
cated in Tamnar block, encom-
passing 14 villages, is licensed
out to MahaGenCo. Tribal resi-
dents have been protesting min-
ing activity in the area for some
time now. The Indian Express in
November had reported that de-
spite a clear order by the
National Commission of
Scheduled Tribes (NCST) to de-
fer public hearings, and a study
by Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) that points to
adverse impact of coal mining

on health of tribals, the min-
istry's  Expert Appraisal
Committee granted its approval
to the green clearance for the
mine in Gare Palma.

The ministry's letter
MahaGenCo states: "Since stage
I Forest Clearance (FC) for
214.869 of Forest land involved
is yet to be obtained and (sic) EC
will not be issued to PP till stage
[ FCis granted and submiitted to
the Ministry."

However, for  Forest
Clearance, the PP, or Project
Proponent, will need the ap-
proval from the residents of 14
villages, none of whom want to
budge from their stand against
the coal mines.

"We have seen the situation
worsen and now no more mines
should be allowed. It will ruin
lives for not only us but also our
future generations, if the govern-

ment still wants to look at the
capital gains, then we have noth-
ing to say. But to save our lives
and our future generations, for
our rights, we will keep fighting,"
one of the village sarpanches
from the block said.

Despite the letter, villagers
and activists believe their fight
to get the project cancelled will
still continue.

“We welcome the letter by
the ministry. But why should
MahaGenCo, despite not follow-
ing the ToR, get a chance to com-
ment? Several government re-
ports and an NGT order have
found the area unsuitable for any
more mining. The tribals living
there are clear that they don't
want any more mining. So,
should the ecological and envi-
ronmental cost not be kept in
mind?" an activist working in
the area said.

temple, Sri Anjaneyaswamy
temple, Sri Seethamma Vari
Paadaalu, Dakshinamukha
Anjaneyaswamy temple,
Saneeswara Swamy temple, Sri
Dasanjaneya Swamy Vaari tem-
ple, Boddu Bomma, Sri Veera
Babu Swamy temple, and Gosala
Krishna temple.

Baghel to visit
Bastar today,
review work

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, JANUARY 8

CHHATTISGARH CHIEF Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is all set for a
two-day tour of the state's Bastar
division starting Saturday. He
will visit the Maoist-affected dis-
tricts of
Narayanpur and
Bijapur for the
first time in two
years.

Baghel re-
cently toured
the Sarguja and
Bilaspur divi-
sions. He hasan-
nounced development projects
worth several hundred croresin
the past three weeks, since the
Congress-led government fin-
ished two years. He said he was
touring also to review work of
departments in the district.

Oppn slams
govt: Show
compassion
to farmers,
not rules

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

AS THE eighth round of talks be-
tween the government and
farmer's unions ended inconclu-
sively, the Opposition Friday hit
outatthe government,accusing it
of trying to tire out the farmers by
holding meeting after meeting.

“Our farmers are fighting for
justice and deserve compassion
and sensitive understanding, not
merely technical reading of
rules. The government and the
Hon’ble Supreme Court must
understand that while farmers
will survive Covid, their satya-
grah is for their very survival,"
senior Congress leader Anand
Sharma said.

Congress communication
department head Randeep
Surjewala said the government
is trying to tire out the farmers
by holding meeting after meet-
ing. "But the farmers will neither
get tired nor bow down,"
Surjewala said.

Sharma said that in a free
country, the farmers would have
had the right to protest inside the
national capital and not be
stopped at the borders.

Alleging that the BJP govern-
ment has crossed all limits of
“cruelty” and “ruthlessness”,
AICC general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra said “the country
has to think whether laws for
farmers should emerge from
their fields or in made the draw-
ing rooms of a handful of billion-
aire friends of the BJP govern-
ment.” She said the Congress will
notback down from its demand
that the laws should be repealed.

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi tweeted in Hindi:
“Those whose intentions are not
clear, it is their strategy to give
one date after another.”

Condemning the attitude of
the government, CPl general sec-
retary D Raja said the govern-
ment must be sincere in holding
talks and sensitive to the con-
cerns of farmers. "The govern-
ment remains rigid, adamant
and arrogant, not accepting the
demand of the farmers. It should
accept the demand of farmers
and repeal the three agri-laws,"
he said.

MP RALLIES

Digvijaya says
Muslim areas
being targeted,
CM hits back

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, JANUARY 8

SENIOR CONGRESS leader and
Rajya Sabha member Digvijaya
Singh on Friday said that Muslim
localities in Madhya Pradesh
were being targeted during
fund-raising rallies for the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya and de-
manded animpartial probe into
the recent clashes even as Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
assured people from all commu-
nities that they were safe.

With guns, lathis, swords and
provocative speeches, those who
have set out to collect donations
for the construction of temple
are targeting Muslim localities,
Singh told reporters after meet-
ing Chief Secretary Igbal Singh
Bains and DGP Vivek Johri along
with MLA Arif Masood and adel-
egation from the three districts
that witnessed clashes last
month.

The former chief minister de-
manded animpartial probe into
the clashes that broke out in
Ujjain, Mandsaur and Indore
during the rallies.

“I will oppose these Hindus
who are trying to break commu-
nal harmony between Hindus
and Muslims. Hindu-Muslim
unity is the basis of India. They
fought together for the freedom
struggle and those who did
nothing during the freedom
struggle are trying to vitiate the
atmosphere,” Singh said.

He said he a better Hindu
than all BJP leaders, as he prac-
tises Sanatam Dharma which
calls for respect for all.

Holding the district adminis-
trators responsible, Singh said,
“Ministers, IAS and IPS officers
are bound by the Constitution
and are not slaves of any political
party, be it the Congress or BJP.
How were the rallies allowed to
be taken out? The district collec-
tors and SPs of the affected dis-
tricts should be removed,” he

Cong conducts audio vote with
1,000 leaders for PCC chief post

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

FACING HECTIC lobbying in its
plans to revamp the
Maharashtra party unit, the cen-
tral Congress leadership on
Friday asked 1000-odd party
leaders from the state -- up-
wards from the block level -- to
suggest three names for the post
of state Congress president in a
telephonic poll.

The audio voting results will
be one of the inputs for selection
of a new state president or a de-
cision in favour of letting incum-
bent Balasahab Thorat continue.

The move comes days after
Thorat rushed to Delhi and con-
veyed his unease to the high
command about the style of
functioning of AICC Maharashtra
in-charge H K Patil. After his visit,
Patil reached Mumbai earlier
this week to meet MLAs, MLCs
and senior leaders to gauge their
mood about the possible reshuf-
fle, but cut short his stay and re-
turned to Delhi on Thursday.

On Friday, the AICC
Technology and Data Cell headed
by Praveen Chakravarty sent out
messages to over 1,000 leaders -

Maratha quota hearing: State fo

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 8

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment on Friday sought the for-
mation of a larger Supreme
Court bench for hearing the
Maratha reservation issue.

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Justice Ashok
Bhushan had said it will hear the
matter on a day-to-day basis
from January 25.

New Delhi

- members of block and district
units and PCC delegates -- about
the poll. “You are an important
leader of Maharashtra Congress.
Today, you will get a call on this
number from Delhi. Listen care-
fully and follow the instructions,”
read the SMS sent in Patil's name.
Once the call is connected, lead-
ers have to give three names in
the next 15 seconds.

“For the first time we are not
asking for one name. In the case
of the Mumbai Regional
Congress Committee, we had
asked for one name... Every per-
son will be asked to list three
names in terms of their prefer-
ence. It is like the rank choice
voting system... People can rank
candidates by preference. They
can name whoever they want,”
a high command leader said.

Sources said some senior
leaders are not happy with the
plan and have conveyed their ap-
prehensions to Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi. “Most district
Congress presidents had been
appointed by either Thorat or his
predecessor Ashok Chavan. And
the committees at the district
and block level would have been
handpicked by these district
presidents. How do you expect

PWD
Minister
Ashok
Chavan

PWD Minister Ashok Chavan,
who heads the ministerial sub-
committee formed over the
quota strife, Friday demanded
that a nine-judge or a 11-judge
bench should hear the issue.

Facing flak over its handling

said. “It is strange that police
cases are being registered against
people whose houses were
torched, vehicles damaged, and
who sustained bullet wounds.
What sort of justice is this.”

Reacting to Singh's charges,
Chief Minister Chouhan saidina
video clip to media outlets:
“Every society, community and
sectis safe and secure in Madhya
Pradesh.”

“If action has to be taken
against anyone, it is going to be
against goons and mafia. And it
will take place for sure. No power
can stop it... A wrongdoer will
face the consequences... All are
equal in the eye of the law,” he
said. “MP government is against
goons, drug peddlers and all
types of mafia. Whoever the
stone-pelters may be... nobody;,
not even Digvijaya, can save
them.”

This came two days after a
delegation headed by social ac-
tivist Medha Patkar visited
Indore’s Chandan Khedi village,
where clashes took place on
December 29. The six-member
delegation submitted a report to
Indore Commissioner Pawan
Kumar on Thursday, saying that
members of the rally that was
passing through the village on
the day of the clash were armed
with iron rods, kerosene and
diesel. They attacked the minaret
of amosque - near which an al-
tercation broke out - with
swords to incite communal vio-
lence. Inthe report, they accused
the police of inaction.

After the clashes, the police
booked around 23 villagers, but
only two out of the three people
who climbed the minaret were
arrested — and both secured bail
within two days, it said.

“It is shocking that Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
who was in Indore immediately
after the clashes, did not feel the
need to appeal for peace and in-
stead spoke about creating a law
against stone-pelters,” said Patkar.

these people to give an unbiased
opinion and favour a new per-
son?” said a leader close to one
of the contenders for the state
party chief’s post.

There is another apprehen-
sion. “Most MLAs and MLCs had
told Patil that they are for con-
tinuation of Thorat...I don’t
know whether the leadership
has someone else in mind and
this exercise is being carried out
to appoint that person,” an AICC
leader said.

The Congress leadership de-
fended the move. “We are sim-
ply seeking the opinion of block
committee members, district
committee members and PCC
level...It will be just one more
important input which will help
in decision- making...It is an
opinion-gathering exercise....
We want to give them a medium
where they can be fearless and
give their opinion. Itis nota sub-
stitute for consultation process.
The AICC in charge is talking to
senior leaders. We ask the opin-
ion of people in Tilak Bhawan or
24, Akbar Road...why not open
it up and add some 1000 more
people in the party who are actu-
ally doing the work on the
ground,” a senior leader said.

r larger bench

of the Maratha quotaissue in the
SC, the Uddhav Thackeray gov-
ernment feels that alarger bench
is necessary to overturn the
landmark order by a nine-judge
bench in 1993 that had capped
total reservation at 50 per cent.

“Afive-judge bench won't be
able to overturn the 1993 order,”
Chavan said. He also called for a
review of the 50 per cent cap.
“The decision was taken three
decades ago. It should be re-
viewed,” he added.
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Naveen Patnaik

ODISHA
Home Dept asks
police to tighten
CM’s security

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha
government has asked
the state police to tighten
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik’s security cover
following an anonymous
letter threatening to kill
him. Instructions have
been issued to the police
toalsobeef up security at
the state secretariat and
across routes which
Patnaik might take in the
days to come. The letter
was sent to the official
residence of the Chief
Minister on January 5..
Special Secretary (Home)
Santosh Bala had asked
the state’s director gen-
eral of police, director
general of intelligence
and the commissioner of
police, Bhubaneswar, to
inquire. ENS

CHANDIGARH
BJP’s Ravi
Kant Sharma
elected Mayor

Chandigarh: The BJP on
Friday swept the mayoral
polls of the Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation
with its candidate Ravi
Kant Sharma getting
elected as the city's new
mayor. BJP councillor Ravi
Kant Sharma defeated
Congress nominee
Devinder Singh Babla, of-
ficials said. Sharma got 17
votes out of 24 polled
while Babla got five votes,
they said, adding two
votes were declared in-
valid. PTI

KERALA

Flyover scam:
HC grants bail
to ex-minister

Kochi: The Kerala High
Court on Friday granted
bail to former state min-
ister and [UML MLAV K
Ebrahim Kunju, arrested
by the Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption Bureau in the
flyover scam case, consid-
ering his ill health. Kunju
was  arrested  on
November 18 in connec-
tion with alleged corrup-
tionin the construction of
a flyover at Palarivattom
during the previous
Congress-led UDF rule.
The High Court had on
December 14 dismissed
Kunju'’s bail application
with the liberty to file a
fresh application once he
was discharged from the
hospital, where he is now
undergoing treatment for
cancer. PTI

UTTARAKHAND
FIRagainstRly
officialsin
Haridwar mishap

Dehradun: The
Uttarakhand Police on
Friday registered an FIR
against unnamed railway
officials in connection
with the death of four
persons who were run
over by a speeding train
Thursday during its trial
run on a new railway
trackin Haridwar district.
“AnFIR under IPC section
304 (A)(causing death by
negligence) has been
lodged against unidenti-
fied railway officials in
connection with the inci-
dent on the complaint of
a local resident,” said
Pravin Koshywari, SHO,
Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat had ordered
a magisterial probe into
the incident. ENS

Modi set to discuss Covid vaccine

rollout with all CMs on January 11

LIZMATHEW &
KAUNAIN SHERIFF
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modiis scheduled to discuss the
Covid-19vaccine roll out with all
chief ministers on January 11,
and the ruling BJP is preparing a
massive campaign in order toal-
lay the apprehensions among
the people and remove the vac-
cine hesitancy, sources said.

Two vaccines - Covaxin, de-
veloped by Bharat Biotech along
with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), and
Covishield, a variant of Oxford
AstraZeneca's AZD1222 manu-
factured under licence by the
Serum Institute of India - on
January 3 received regulatory
approval for restricted use in
emergency situation.

Modi, in his virtual meet with
the CMs, is expected todiscuss the
Centre's plans with regards to the
mass immunisation programme
against the virus. A national dry
run has recently been held to test

BJPaimsto
promote programme
as govtachievement

EXPLAINED

WHILE THE government is trying to ensure that the infra-
structure is in place for a seamless and hassle-free vaccine
rollout, the BJP wants to chip in by launching an intense
campaign to promote the vaccination programme. With
the campaign, the party aims to help the government in al-
laying fears and apprehensions with respect to the vaccine
and to project it as a significant achievement by the
Narendra Modi-led government.

the operational feasibility of the
software platform to identify the
challenges that could be faced
during the vaccine rollout.

BJP sources said the party is
planning to chalk out extensive
programmes for a campaign on
the vaccination. "Yes, the BJP will
run a massive nationwide cam-
paign to promote vaccination. It
is a big achievement by the gov-
ernment that the country could

TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE
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STATES WITHRISING ACTIVE CASES

ACTIVECASES  RISEINLAST WEEK
Ladakh 219 23
Daman 36 -6
Meghalaya 138 -1

STATES WHERE ACTIVE CASES ARE DECLINING

ACTIVECASES DECLINE INLAST WEEK
West Bengal 8,476 3,509
Chhattisgarh 8,859 2,576
Uttar Pradesh 11,786 2,474
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM CASES
ONJAN7 TOTAL
Kerala 5,051 795,934
Maharashtra 3,729 19,58,282
Chhattisgarh 1,010 2,86,596
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUMDEATHS
ONJAN7 TOTAL
Maharashtra 76 51,062
Kerala 25 3,342
Delhi 19 10,644

Dataas on January 7, released by Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Indian Council of Medical
Research and state governments. Often, the numbers released every day contain data from previous days
as well. As such, trends based on daily numbers are only indicative and not definitive

Covid vaccines to be available in
next few days: Harsh Vardhan

Chennai: The Covid-19 vaccines
would be made available in the
next few days, giving priority to
those at risk such as healthcare
professionals, Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan said
here on Friday.

The Centre has started a new
Covid platform to track particu-
lars of potential vaccine benefici-
aries and also issue electronic
certificates to them, he said.

“We are in the process of en-
suring that in the next few days,

alsoin the near future, we should
be able to give this vaccines to
our countrymen, starting with of
course prioritising those who are
most at risk, our health profes-
sionals, healthcare workers in
the public and private sector fol-
lowed by frontline workers,” he
told reporters.

Hours later,asked when the
vaccination drive shall start, the
Union minister told journalists,
“You will get to know about it
soon.” PTI

Rescued in Mumbai
before lockdown, Nepal
boy reunited with father

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 8

TEN MONTHS after a 14-year-old
boy from Nepal left his home,
took multiple buses and trains to
reach Mumbai where he was res-
cued by police and sent to a chil-
dren’s home, authorities man-
aged to reunite him with his
father on Friday.

The boy, a Class VII student,
was rescued by police and
brought to the Children Aid
Society’s Home on March 101ast
year. Within four days of this, the
Covid-induced lockdown across
the country prevented efforts to
locate his parents for the next
few months.

Authorities said after being
brought to the children’s home,

the boy could not recall his ad-
dress or the phone numbers of his
parents. Home authorities said
that during the lockdown, they
did not have much successin get-
ting clues from him about his res-
idence. The breakthrough came
after the lockdown was lifted,
when officials reached out to a
Nepal citizens’ group in the city.

A search led them to the
missing complaint filed by the
boy’s parents in Surkhet district
of Nepal.

An NGO helped to raise
money for the boy’s father to
travel to Mumbai and coordinated
with officials on both sides to
bring the boy’s father to the city.
“The boy’s father came on Friday
and we handed over the boy’s cus-
tody to him,” said Rahul Kanthikar,
the Home’s superintendent,

develop vaccines... Our campaign,
which will involve every party
leader, will work on allaying the
fears of the people over vaccine,"
said a senior party leader.
However, he added, the party
leadership will begin planning for
the same only after Sunday.
Sources said that with
Budget Session expected to be-
ginon January 29, presiding offi-
cers of both Rajya Sabha and Lok

Sabha will discuss with the gov-
ernment the possibility of pro-
viding vaccination for members
of Parliament on a priority basis.

At a state health ministers’
meeting on Thursday, Bihar's
Mangal Pandey had suggested
thatall MPs and MLAs should be
given priority with regards to the
vaccine.

"Thereis ademand for sucha
move. The lawmakers and legis-
lators move around and meet a
lot of people, so their vaccination
isimportant. It will also help the
general public to shed fears about
the vaccine," said a minister in
the Uttar Pradesh government.

While senior party leaders are
awaiting a government's decision
onthem getting vaccinated, some
have even written to Union
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan,
volunteering for trial runs.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment's preparation for the
rolling out of the vaccines has
been on the fast track, with the
Health Ministry indicating that
itwould be administered within
ten days after its approval.

On November 24, an official
communication was sent to all
state governments to form a
block task force, which would be
the backbone of the vaccine ad-
ministration and would be en-
trusted with "monitoring” three
important functions -- commu-
nication planning, cold chain,
and vaccine logistics planning.

State governments were also
told to include important stake-
holders, including "local influ-
encers and religious leaders at
Block level".

This was a clear signal that
the Covid-19 immunization pro-
gramme will be distinctly differ-
ent from the universal
Immunisation programme, and
that political leaders who are lo-
cal influencers will play a key
role in the implementation of
the government's communica-
tion plan.

"Maximise use of local influ-
encers for countering misinfor-
mation," the government stated
in the terms of reference (ToR)
based on which the block level
task force will function.

After rap from HC and Centre,
TN govt scraps theatre order

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY 8

THE TAMIL Nadu government
Friday scrapped its decision to al-
low full occupancy in cinemas
and restored the centrally-man-
dated cap of 50 per cent. This
came hours after the Madras
High Court temporarily stayed
the original order, and days after
the Centre pulled up the state for
“diluting” Covid-19 protocol.

In a statement, the govern-
ment said the reversal was made
“considering the safety of peo-
ple”, but also tried to justify its
earlier decision by citing a fall in
Covid-19 cases in the state.

The order allowing 100 per
cent occupancy came after actor
Vijay met Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami with

this request ahead of the January
13 release of his much-hyped
film Master. Another major Tamil
film, Silambarasan-starrer
Eswaran, is scheduled to release
on January 14. Both dates fall
around the Pongal festive period.

With public health experts
questioning the wisdom of al-
lowing theatres to run at full ca-
pacity, the Union Home Secretary
on January 5 wrote to the Tamil
Nadu Chief Secretary, reminding
him that the state cannot dilute
central guidelines issued under
the Disaster Management Act.

And as the Madras High
Court Friday put a stay on the
easing of occupancy norms till
January 11, the government fi-
nally acted.

Hearing a batch of three peti-
tions, a High Court division
bench said: “We are dealing with

the Covid-19 pandemic situation
which does not bother about the
economic factors and territories
such as district, state or country.”

“We hope and trust that the
state government would recon-
sider the issue in the right per-
spective,” the bench said. It ad-
journed the matter toJanuary 11
after the government’s counsel
sought time to reply.

Quoting the petitioners, the
judges also asked the state gov-
ernment to consider ideas such
as increasing the number of
shows while ensuring that cine-
mas are sanitised.

S Thanu, president of the
Film Federation of India, wrote
to Home Minister Amit Shah two
days ago saying the 50 per cent
occupancy rule in cinemas was
not “feasible and economically
viable”.

Mamata allows full occupancy in

halls screening film fe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 8

CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjee on Friday allowed full
occupancy in cinema halls dur-
ing the week-long Kolkata
International Film Festival (KIFF),
which was inaugurated during
the day in an online event at-
tended by Hindi film actor Shah
Rukh Khan. This overrides the
Centre’s rules allowing only 50
per cent occupancy of theatres.
“At present, because of the
pandemic, only 50 per cent oc-
cupancy in cinema halls is al-
lowed. I would ask the state’s
chief secretary to come up with
a notification today so that 100
per cent seats can be occupied,”
Banerjee said at the inauguration
of the 26th edition of the KIFF.
Mamata said, “I would urge
cinema hall owners to ensure

st movies

Mamata Banerjee and Shah Rukh Khan at the inauguration
of the Kolkata film festival. Express

that people wear face masks and
use hand sanitisers. Sanitisation
should be done after every show.
Every audience member should
carry his or her own sanitiser or
a tissue paper. Nowadays, you
also get machines with which

you can sanitise the entire hallin
just five minutes.”

The current set of “unlock”
guidelines issued by the Centre,
meant to allow a phased re-
sumption of social and economic
life, is in place till January 31.

Customs may question
Kerala Speaker in
forex smuggling case

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 8

CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT would
question Kerala Assembly
Speaker P Sreeramakrishnan and
a few other top functionaries of
the state government in connec-
tion with a case pertaining to
smuggling foreign exchange out
of the country, sources told The
Indian Express on Friday. This
came a day after the Speaker de-
nied any wrongdoing and de-
fended his conduct in public life.
While probing into a case re-
lated to smuggling of gold
through diplomatic cargo chan-
nel to the UAE Consulate, the cen-
tral agency found that two of the
accused — Swapna Sureshand PS
Sarith - allegedly indulged in
smuggling US dollars out of the
country, the sources said. The
Speaker would be questioned on
the basis of statements the two
accused gave to the magistrate
court under Section 164 of CrPC.
“Their statements contain the
names of several senior govern-
ment functionaries, including the
Speaker and a few ministers.
They have mentioned illegal ac-
tivities in their statements. But
we are looking into only those is-
sues that come under the
purview of the Customs Act,” a
source in the agency said.

Customs officials said they
have not decided when they
would issue a notice to Sreerama-
krishnan to record his statement.
“There are no legal hurdles for
questioning the Speaker. We want
tohearwhat the Speakerhastosay
about the deposition of the ac-
cused persons,” an official said.

On Friday, the Customs ques-
tioned the Speaker’s assistant
private secretary K Ayyappan at
its Kochi office for nearly nine
hours in connection with the
case. “Ayyappan had been in
touch with both Swapna and
Sarith. He had made calls to both
oncertaindays,” asource alleged.
But officials said questioning of
the Speaker’s personal staff was
not very fruitful as “Ayyappan ap-
peared tutored by someone else”.

“He turned up for question-
ing after leaving his mobile
phone in Thiruvananthapuram,”
an official said.

The Opposition has givenano-
tice for a resolution seeking re-
moval of the Speaker over the case.
But denying any wrongdoing,
Sreeramakrishnan on Thursday
told reporters, “l have beena pub-
lic figure for the past 40 years.
Throughout these years, [ haven’t
faced allegations of even a single
rupee.lamsure thatI haven'tcom-
mitted any mistake. So, I am least
afraid about the controversies. I
don’t think that I would be sum-
moned by the Customs.”

Opposition MLAs stage a protest outside Kerala Legislative
Assembly complex in Thiruvananthapuram on Friday. P11

Kerala Governor’s
address slams farm
laws, central agencies

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 8

KERALA GOVERNOR  Arif
Mohammed Khan, in his address
to the Assembly on Friday,
adopted a stand against farm
laws, the labour code and the cen-
tral government agencies prob-
ing the gold smuggling case.
Referring to the 2019 Citizenship
Amendment Act, the address said
the state government is commit-
ted to defending secular values.
The Opposition UDF legisla-
tors led by the Congress boy-
cotted the address. Lone BJP leg-
islator O Rajagopal did not join
the boycott and sat throughiit.
Referring to the central agen-
cies’ probe into the gold smug-
gling case, the Governor said,
“Actions of certain Central
Government agencies have over-
stepped the constitutional con-

tours. The Central agencies are
impeding the development ac-
tivities and flagship programmes
undertaken by the state. This has
had ademoralising effect on hon-
est and hardworking officers...”
On the farm laws, he said,
“These agrarian laws will under-
mine regulated markets, result in
eventual demise of minimum
support price and tilt the balance
of bargaining power definitively in
favour of corporate middlemen.”
The address also hailed the
recent nationwide strike of
workers, saying it had been one
of the largest of its kind against
the new labour legislation.
Referring to CAA, he said,
“When apprehensions were
raised regarding the consequences
of the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019, we have taken the lead
inalleviating the fearsamonglarge
sections of the society...”
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Took flag because of patriotic fervour, says Kochi

man who carr

RAHEL PHILIPOSE
PANAJI, JANUARY 8

AS PEOPLE around the world
watched the clash on
Wednesday between a mob of
US President Donald Trump’s
supporters and law-enforce-
ment authorities at the Capitol
building, the Indian Tricolour
could be seen fluttering in a sea
of US flags.

The flag-bearer was 54-year-
old Virginia-based entrepreneur
Vincent Xavier Palanthigal, who
moved to the US from Kochi in
Kerala in 1992 and is a member
of the Virginia Republican Party’s
State Central Committee.

“It was because of my patri-
otic fervour and love that I took
the Indian flag. Not to defame it
orgiveitabad name,” he told The
Indian Express.

LT

ied Tricolour to U

Vincent Xavier Palanthigal at the Trump rally on Wednesday.

Visuals of the Tricolour on so-
cial media had drawn strong re-
actions. “Why is there an Indian
flag there??? This is one fight we
definitely don’t need to partici-
pate in,” BJP MP Varun Gandhi
tweeted. Shiv Sena spokesper-
son Priyanka Chaturvedi said,

“Whoever is waving this Indian
flag should feel ashamed. Don't
use our tricolor to participate in
such violent & criminal acts in
another country.”

Vincent claimed he had noth-
ing to do with the “miscreants”
and said he has been constantly

New Delhi

fielding calls from journalists in
an attempt to “clear his name”.

On Wednesday, Vincent,
along with a group of 10 other
Indian Americans, joined a
Trump rally in Washington DCto
protest against the Congress’s cer-
tification of President-elect Joe
Biden’s win in the 2020 election.
Carrying the flag was their way of
representing the Indian American
community, he claimed.

“We marched from the
White House lawn to the Capitol
inavery disciplined way. Initially
it was a very celebratory event.
There was laughing and singing,
it was like a festival in India,” he
said. “Trump rallies are usually
very fun events. There are always
amillion American flags as well
as flags from other countries.”

It was only after they had ar-
rived at the Capitol building that
things started getting out of

S Capitol protest

hand, he said. “We saw people
climbing the walls with their
claws like animals, whichis very
difficult for regular people todo.”

Vincent said he knew little of
what transpired inside the
Capitol building. “The internet
was jammed and we weren’t
getting any news. I had to call my
wife and ask her to turn on the
news. It was only then that I
found out that they had man-
aged to get inside and were de-
stroying property.”

Several lawmakers, including
members of Republican Party,
have blamed Trump for the vio-
lence.

The US Capitol Police said
they had arrested 14 people sus-
pected of involvement in the ri-
oting, most charged with unlaw-
ful entry, while the Metropolitan
Police Department has made at
least 68 arrests.
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Goa to impose fine
of Rs 10,000 for
drinking on beaches

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PANAJI, JANUARY 8

THE GOA Tourism department has decided to
impose a fine of Rs 10,000 for drinking on
beaches after several areas were found littered
with bottles post new year celebrations, an of-

ficial said on Friday.

State Tourism Director Menino D'Souza
told PTI that boards cautioning people against

drinking on beaches have been installed.

The state government, in January 2019,
amended the Tourist Trade Actimposing fine of
Rs 2,000 forindividuals and Rs 10,000 for groups
drinking on beaches, he said. “The tourism de-
partment will enforce the amended Act through
police. Once we have our Tourist Police Force,

we will be able to do it on our own," he added.
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UP: 5 dead after consuming
spurious Ilquor ] arrested

AMIT SHARMA
MEERUT, JANUARY 8

AT LEAST five people died at Jeetgarhi
village in Uttar Pradesh’s Bulandshar
district on Friday morning and over 12
were admitted to hospital after they al-
legedly drank spurious liquor. One per-
son has been arrested in this connec-
tion, while seven excise officials faced
action and three policemen were sus-
pended.

The police identified the deceased
as Sukhpal (60), Kalua (40), Satish (35),
Ranjeet and Pannalal.

“We have arrested the main ac-
cused, Kuldeep late on Friday evening.
Raids are on to nab the other two,”
Namrita Srivastava, Deputy SP
(Sikandrabad) told The Indian Express on
the phone.

The Sikandrabad police has booked
two other people for selling “spurious
liquor”. The Bulandshahr Excise
Department, meanwhile, sealed a gov-
ernment-run country liquor shop in
Madawara village following allegations
that the same brand of liquor sold in
Jeetgarhi was being sold there, said the
police.

“The brand that claimed five lives in
the district is called ‘Miss India’. It was
being sold from Mandawara's country-
made liquor shop, which has now been
sealed,” Srivastava added.

“Four police teams have been
formed to track down the accused.

HC notice over

revealing identity of
Hathras rape victim

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

Bulandshahr DM Ravindra Kumar inspects a village in the district along
with administrative officials and policemen on Friday. P11

Directives have also been issued to reg-
ister a case against the local distillery
where the liquor was prepared.
Announcements are also being made in
villages near Jeetgarhi to identify those
who might have consumed the liquor of
the same make so that they can be pro-
vided timely medical treatment,” said
Bulandshahr SSP Santosh Kumar Singh.

He added that three family mem-
bers of the accused were taken into cus-
tody by the area police to force them to
surrender.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath ex-
pressed shock over the incident. He is-
sued directives to the district adminis-
tration to sternly deal with excise officials

and policemen guilty of neglecting their
duty that allowed the spurious liquor to
be sold. He also asked senior district po-
lice officials to book the accused under
the National Security Act (NSA).
Following the deaths, four UP Excise
Department officials, including Joint
Excise Commissioner (Meerut Zone)
Rajesh Mani Tripathi, were attached to
the UP Excise headquarters in Lucknow,
while three excise sub-inspectors were
said to be facing departmental inquiries
and suspension. Three policemen, in-
cluding the officer in charge of
Sikandrabad police station, Dixit Kumar
Tyagi, have been suspended with im-
mediate effect by the Bulandshahr SSP.

STF moves Hathras court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

LUCKNOW, JANUARY 8

to club two cases against
Kappan and three others

were partof alarger conspiracy to
instigate caste riots.
“The Investigating Officer in

the Hathras case, STF Deputy SP

THE DELHI High Court on Friday issued a notice to
Delhi Police, Facebook, Twitter and various media
publications over a petition seeking directions for reg-
istration of an FIR against those who allegedly re-
vealed the identity of the Hathras gangrape victim in

news reports and on social media.

A division bench of Chief Justice D N Patel and
Justice Jyoti Singh, while seeking the response, fixed

the case for next hearing on February 5.

The petition has been filed by Manan Narula, who
was represented by advocates Suman Chauhan and
Jivesh Tiwari. Alleging inaction by Delhi Police against
those committing the offence under Section 228AIPC,
which makes disclosure of identity of a rape victim a
criminal offence, Narula in his petition said identity
of the victim was revealed through several mediums.

The courtalsoissued notice to Idiva.com, News18,
Dainik Jagran, United News of India, Dalit Camera,
Buzzfeed, YouTube, The Millennium Post, The Citizen,
among others. The plea also mentions that several
celebrities posted the victim’s name as a hashtag.

ACOURTinHathras has admitted
an application of UP Special Task
Force (STF) to club two similar
cases against journalist Siddique
Kappan and three others.

The four were arrested in
October while they were on way
to Hathras where a 19-year-old
Dalit woman had been allegedly
assaulted and gangraped leading
to her death in a Delhi hospital.

While one case was lodged
against the four in Hathras, the
other was lodged at Maat Police
Station in Mathura. In both cases,
provisions under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Actand IPC
sections relating to sedition and
attempt to promote enmity be-
tween different groups were in-
voked. According to police, they
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THE TAMILNADU COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS' FEDERATION LIMITED

AAVIN ILLAM 3-A, F Salai (C

iers Road), Chennai- 600 035.

Telephone : 044 23464500, Fax : 044- 23464505 E-mail:aavindgmeng@yahoo.co.in

Vinod Kumar Sirohi, moved an
application before a courtinHath-
rason Thursday, praying to cancel
judicial remand and warrant of
Siddique Kappan and the three
others. He also requested the cou-
rtto merge the Hathras case with
the case lodged at Maat Police
Station. He said he was making
the statement after consulting
senior officers and on their direc-
tion,” defence counsel Madhuban
Dutt Dwivedi said on Friday.

“The court later directed can-
cellation of judicial remand and
warrant of the four persons. The
court also directed authorities of
the Mathura district jail [where
the four are currently lodged] to
mention their release in the
record connected with Hathras,”
Dwivedi said.

Government counsel,
Hathras, Rambali confirmed the
court's directions.

REF. No:13552/Proj.5/2020

The TCMPF Ltd., invite TWO PART TENDERS by way of OFF LINE / E-SUBMISSION from the Manufacturers /
Suppliers for Design, Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of the following New Plants at Tiruchirappalli &
Salemunder DIDF Scheme.

TENDER NOTICE

Dated : 08.01.2021

SI.
No.

Name of Works

Pre-bid
Meeting

Tender | Technical
Submission|Bid Opening

(4T0g090) /20—21:— URWI  feor
Uf¥EH &5 SRT & =i fagld aRyor
AqUSH, AYRT B 31 =T 400 /220 /
132 &A1 Iuai 7g IAad Ret SR
fobe @Y Smyfel fandr S & A W[ 3. §
—fafasr Wo—&H—18 /Hos10(4T0%0 Y0)

-

6 TLPD capacity of Ice-Cream Plant and 10 TLPD capacity
of Fermented Products Plant at Tiruchirappalli DCMPU Ltd

21.01.2021| 12.02.2021 12.02.2021

7 LLPD capacity of Fully Automatic Milk Processing Plant at
and 30 MTPD capacity of Whole Milk Powder Plant at Salem

DCMPU Ltd

Upto at

11.30 AM | 02,00 PM | 02.15 PM

/20—21:— URYY Tfeor uf¥ew &=
JIRT & ST fIE]d URYOT HUS e, HRT
& e faff= 400 /220 /132541
JUSsl T ¢ Toel fhe B Iyl {5
S & |GHe H | 4. $—Tfaer go—d1—

do

Tender Document sale between 11.01.2021 to 11.02.2021 from 11.00 A.M. to 3.00 P.M., cost - Rs.2,000.00 + 18%
GST and Rs.100.00 extra by post. For downloading tender documents, EMD and other details, refer website
www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.aavinmilk.com for off line / www.tntenders.gov.in for e-submission. Tender

cuments can be downloaded at free of cost.

DIPR/147/TENDER/ 2021

Deputy General Manager (Engg.) Head Office!
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PR. NO.-010458 (WRD) 2020-21

59 BRI gRT MM eqdleid YAHidar JaaT Ho—04
SBD/2020-21 g7 Ho 02 WR 3ifdhd H1 foRgd dcad & 67.0 fhoHlo I

69.0 fh0oM0 & I (ITH—delel IHdN) M Hed FREE BRI B
YeRIU Ud GReTT B Perd RIS B | (TSiST 6o 168 /21 /2021 BT
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PR. No. 010767 (WRD) 2020-21

zara FEft- et 5w atE Y SeTeIdt sterar YeTa 3 ST [T 0612-2217636 W WHIeh el 5 Hepar & |

& TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

ITEM WAR (TWO COVER SYSTEM) (TURNKEY - BASIS)

INVITATION OF BIDS -

BRIUTD AT
TS, TSl

ART & ST 1328d) JUB< AIRTEATE B
artEaft @ Qmafet fd S & AR 7 8.
$—fifder Wo—d—23 / qosi0(ur0<0

IFB No.

(2" call-Short term)

IFB No. 16 / VPM &TDM STP /DO / CE / VLR / 2021 / Dated: 07.01.2021

T0) / 20—21:— YRYT TfET0T &7 3IRT &
3T fafir=t areyor Ausat 2g 33Hdl &
fafr=1 favg & sxgectss SMssIeer &
T Y SM & T #1 9. 3—Ffaer
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Name of Work

term)

Design, Construction, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of

1) 4.56MLD STP on DBO Basis with SBR Technology under UGSS to Added Areas of
Villupuram Municipality in Villupuram District — Execution period — 24 months, Trial run
period — 6 months Operation and maintenance of the scheme — 5 Years (2™ call-Short

2) 11.44MLD STP on DBO Basis with SBR Technology under UGSS to Tindivanam
Municipality in Villupuram District — Execution period — 24 months, Trial run period — 6
months Operation and maintenance of the scheme — 5 Years (2™ call-Short term)

— URYY TR &5 FRT & ITrd
faga oo fgd, srelie & orfe
faf=1 uRwor WEAl @ STReT g

Bi

1.Rs.7.00 Lakhs.

d security 2.Rs.12.00 Lakhs.

El

igible class Class —I.

Tender invitee

The Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, Vellore — 632006.

T B g ey o B A H
faer & foga feRor, R
YfEgHor sfe o gaar §-2vsR @
JaTse  www.etender.up. nic.in Td
fawmf 9a9ge www.upptel .org T

Sale of Bid &

12.01.2021 to 27.01.2021 Bid document may be purchased by remitting an amount
of Rs. 1000 + GST from the Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, RWS Division,

place of sale No.5/4A, Chairman Govindarajan street ,West Shanmugapuram , Villupuram- 605
602. If required by post Rs.500/- paid extra.
ggxﬁllgeading www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.twadboard.gov.in. (free of cost)

Sueer gt e Fufa a8
=12 | g Affra=ar (arogovo) Frae
IER STl U9, HBRST IS, ATRT
s o o faotef 99 u=ie: 93 /
Hoa1f¥0(TroTouo)3mo / $—fifaeT W &

1.

Date and time of Pre bid meeting

22.01.2021 at 11.00 AM

Last date and time of downloading bid documents

27.01.2021 upto 5.45 PM

Last date and time for receipt of bid document

29.01.2021 upto 3.00 PM

2
3.
4

Date and time for opening of Technical bid

29.01.2021 at 3.30 PM

—16 ¥ 24 / 20—21 / feT®$:08.01.2021

DI ORCEARISNVSWAVAR  SAVE WATER, CONSERVE WATER, EVERY DROP COUNTS

Chief Engineer (i/c),
TWAD Board, Vellore-6

E-TENDERING PRESS NOTICE

Executive Engineer, Civil Division
No. IV, Irrigation & Flood Control
Department Govt. of NCT of Delhi,
L.M. Bund Office Complex, Shastri
Nagar, Delhi-31 invites on behalf of
the President of India invites online
tenders/bids on item rate from
eligible firms/ contractors from
approved and eligible contractors of
Irrigation and Flood Control Deptt.
and Other Registered firm/
contractor from any Government
Department or of Govt. of India or
Govt. of NCT of Delhi upto 3.00 PM
dated on 11.01.2021 for the works:

H.O.A.: 701 REVENUE RECEIPT

1. NIT No. 54/ RE/ CD-IV/ IFC/ 2020-
21 (ID No. 2020_IFC_198116_1)
Name of work: Car parking over
Trunk Drain No. 1 on both sides of
bridge at RD 6300m in Village Old
Seelampur in Gandhi Nagar AC-61.
Estimated Cost of Rs. 46,92,000/-
period of completion 365 days.

Note: 1) The enlistment of the
contractors should be valid on the
last date of opening of tender. In
case only the last date of opening of
tender is extended, the enlistment of
contractor should be valid on the
original date of opening of tenders.

2) The following Scanned copies are
required to be uploaded:- (i)
Scanned Copy of GST Registration.
(i) Scanned Copy of EMD
Declaration. (iii) Copy of Pan
Number. (iv) Valid Mobile Number,
WhatsApp Number and E-mail ID. (v)
Scanned copy of ESI and EPF
registration. (vi) Documents
satisfying eligibility criteria at para
1.2 (vii) The firm/ agency must
enclose certificate that his firm/
agency not blacklisted in any Govt./
Semi Govt./ PUC/ other departments
etc.

(3). Earnest Money Declaration shal
be scanned and uploaded to the e-
procurement site within the period of
bid/tender submission. The original
should be submitted physically/
manually in the office of the
Executive Engineer cd-iv, I&FC
Deptt.) L.M. Bund office complex
Shastri Nagar Delhi-110031 within
the period of bid submission which
will be verified at the time of opening
of tender with scanned copy of EMD
Declaration. The Detail of above
mentioned work can be seen and
downloaded from website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.

gov.in
4) No manual tender shall be
accepted; only tender submitted
through e-procurement portal shall
be considered.

Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
DIP/Shabdarth/0539/20-21

BIRD FLU

Haryana orders culling
of 1.66 lakh poultry
birds; Punjab, Assam
impose bar on import

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH,
BHUBANESWAR, AGARTALA,
JANUARY 8

THE HARYANA government on
Friday ordered culling of at least
1.66 lakh poultry birds from five
poultry farms in a 1-km radius of
two farms in Panchkula samples
of which tested positive for bird flu.

The culling will start Saturday.
Adequate arrangements includ-
ing digging of pits, gunny bags to
be used for packing the dead birds,
PPE kits for the workers, bleach-
ing powder for burying the dead
birds etc were made. The state
government has decided to com-
pensate the affected farm owners
with Rs 90 for each bird culled.

The decision was taken after
the High Security Animal Disease
Laboratory (HSADL), Bhopal, con-
firmed presence of Avian Influe-
nza(H5N8)virusinsamples from
the two farms near Raipurrani, a
partof Barwala poultry belt —the
second largest poultry beltin Asia.
The area within a 1-km radius of
the two farms was declared “Inf-
ectedZone” and the areabetween
1-10 km “Surveillance Zone”.

State Animal Husbandry and
Dairying Minister ] PDalal said, “At
leasta 10-kmareain the radius of
the epicentre has been cordoned
off for the next one month.”

The Punjab government has
banned the import of poultry
birds from other states till January
15. “The government of Punjab
imposes complete ban onimport
oflive birds, including poultry and
unprocessed poultry meat, forany
purpose into the state of Punjab,”
the order issued by state Animal
Husbandry Department stated.

The Assam government, too,
hasimposed an indefinite ban on
the entry of poultry products from
outside the Northeast region as a

precautionary measure. There is
no need to panic as the state has
not reported any confirmed case
of bird flu so far, director of the
state veterinary department
Ashok Barman said.

Meanwhile, following the de-
athof 120 poultry birds in Odisha’s
Khurda district, the state govern-
ment hasassured thatall samples
from the state so far have tested
negative forbird flu. “Five samples
were sent for testing, all of which
tested negative for the virus based
on the Avian Influenza virus anti-
gentest,” anofficial said.Ina state-
ment, Ratnakar Rout, Commiss-
ioner, Directorate of Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary Servi-
ces, has informed that poultry
products are safe for consumption.

Tripura hasissued anadvisory
to keep a strict watch for unusual
sickness or mortality in poultry
birds and wild or migratory birds.
Inthe advisory, Animal Resources
Development Department Direc-
tor Dr K Sashi Kumar said, “Strict
vigil and action by all the depart-
mental functionaries should be
activated to prevent any possible
ingress of the avian influenza
(HPAI)in the state of Tripura.”

In Himachal Pradesh, Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur reviewed
the situation as the number of
dead migratory birds at the Pong
wildlife sanctuary in Kangra dis-
trict reached 3,409 on Thursday.
Thakur said, “A team of Forestand
Animal Husbandry officials is
working to prevent its further
spread. We are also checking other
water bodies in the state, but till
now other areas are safe.”

—WITHPTIINPUTS

EXPLAINED

THE RETURN OF

BIRD FLU
PAGE 13

UP ATS arrests
ex-Armyman for
‘giving military
info to Pakistani
agencies’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 8

UTTAR PRADESH’S Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) on Friday
arrested a former Armyman for
allegedly passing information
related to the Indian Army to
Pakistani intelligence agencies,
includingISI. Police said Saurabh
Sharma traded information in
exchange of money.

The ATS also arrested a
Gujaratresident, Anas Gitauli, for
allegedly depositing money in
Sharma’s bank account on direc-
tion of Pakistani intelligence
agencies.

Aretired signalman, Sharma
was discharged from the Indian
Army on medical grounds last
year. He then moved to his na-
tive place in Hapur.

According to police, they got
information that a former
Armyman was passing military
information to ISI and other
Pakistani agencies. Sources said
information on Sharma was pro-
vided by military intelligence,
following which police zeroed in
on him.

On Friday, police called
Sharma for questioning at the ATS
office. During interrogation,
Sharmaadmitted to have sentin-
formation related to Indian Army
toawoman Pakistan Information
Operative  (PIO) through
WhatsApp in exchange of money.

ADG, Law and Order,
Prashant Kumar said, Gitauli
would be brought to Lucknow
on transit remand.

Last year, National Intelligence
Agency (NIA) arrested Gitauli’s
brother Imran Gitauli for al-
legedly passing information to
Pakistan. Police said Sharma had
joined the Indian Army in 2013
and was mostly posted in
Pathankot. Police suspected that
while working at Pathankot,
Sharma camein contact with the
woman PIO and started sending
details of the Indian Army to her.

Three arrested for killing endangered
Gangetic dolphin in UP’s Pratapgarh

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 8

THREE PEOPLE have been ar-
rested by Pratapgarh police for
allegedly killing an endangered
Gangetic dolphin, known as the
national aquatic animal. The ar-
rests were made on Thursday af-
ter a video went viral showing
local residents beating the river
dolphin to death, using sticks
and axes, to enjoy a “big feast”.

Police are looking for other
culprits involved in killing the
animal that was found in the
Sharda canal.

Police have identified one of
the arrested youths as Anuj (20),
while the other two share the
same name, Rahul, and are aged
19 years and 20 years. All three
are residents of Unchahar area of
Rae Bareli district, which shares

SC for better
equipping forest
guards to take
on poachers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

its border with Pratapgarh.

Following a complaint by for-
est department officials, an FIR
was lodged against unidentified
people under sections 9 and 51 of
the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

The forest department officials
said that a dolphin was found in
the Sharda canal for the first time
and have initiated an inquiry to
look into the entire matter.

“On December 31, we got a
complaint from the Gram
Pradhan of Kotharia village that
carcass of an animal has been
found on the embankment of
Sharda canal. We rushed to the
spot and later officials of the lo-
caladministration and forest de-
partment also reached there,”
said Akhilesh Pratap Singh,
Station House officer of
Nawabganj police station, where
the dolphin was found.

“Later avideo of the incident

surfaced and we were able to
identify the three accused who
have been arrested. We are
searching for the others. The
three arrested persons were
present at the spot for fishing in
the canal,” he added.

In the video, at least seven
people were seen beating the
dolphin with sticks and axes.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, District Forest Officer,
Varun Singh, said, “It was an
adult Gagentic dolphinand isan
endangered species. This is for
the first time that a dolphin has
been found in the canal here.
While they usually move in deep
waters, we do not know how it
entered the canal.”

He added, “We are investi-
gating the entire incident and
will soon sent a report to the
government to ensure that such
anincident is not repeated.”

Hyderabad city cluster
project launched, to
link research, industry

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

NOTING THAT rangers and other
personnel guarding the country’s
vast forests are not adequately
equipped to take on heavily-
armed poachers, the Supreme
Court on Friday asked the Centre
and states to come up with sug-
gestions to address the problem.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India S A Bobde also
pointed to the need for a sepa-
rate wildlife division of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) to
deal with proceeds of crimes
committed against environment
and wildlife.

“Enforcement Directorate
should be roped in. It should
have a separate wildlife wing.
These are all proceeds of crime,”
said the bench, which also com-
prised Justices A S Bopanna and
VRamasubramanian.

The bench was hearing an
application filed by forest offi-
cials from Rajasthan challenging
the prosecution launched
against them. Senior advocate
Shyam Diwan who appeared for
the officials said his clients were
being targeted as they took ac-
tion against poachers.

THE CENTRE Friday launched the
Hyderabad iteration of its city
cluster project to create a platform
to bring together academia, R&D
labs, industry and government to
tackle challenges facing the city.

Launched by Principal Scien-
tific Advisor K VijayRaghavanand
TelanganaIndustries Minister KT
Rama Rao, the Research and
Innovation Circle of Hyderabad
(RICH) envisages a consortium of
governmental and non-govern-
mental affiliates to identify core
issues facing the city as well as
broaderissues suchas agriculture
and sustainable mobility.

The city cluster project, which
isbeingimplemented by the PSA’s
office atthe behest of PMO, began
in August with Pune. It is likely to
be launched in Delhi-NCR later
this month. Bengaluru city cluster
will also be launched this year.

“Theissues arising now are far
more complicated and require all
of us to come together. The Covid-
19 pandemic hasemphasised this
need and has also been an exam-
ple of how successful these collab-
orations can be as science, indus-
try and government came

FULLREPORTON together to tackle the problem.
www.indianexpress.com There are over 39 labs in
New Delhi | ]

Hyderabad but the present chal-
lenge is that they don’t work to-
getherbutinsilos. Itis alsoimpor-
tant for all these institutions to
work together for the social and
economic development of the
city,” said VijayRaghavan.

Minister Rao said that like
other countries, there needs to be
astresson cross-functional course
credits. “There are numerous in-
stances in the US of a humanities
student eventually becoming a
doctorate in biotechnology. We
have over 60 labs in Telangana,
government and private com-
bined,and these can formavibrant
scientificecosystem. Hyderabad is
well on its way to becoming the
vaccine capital of the world with
one third of vaccines being devel-
oped here,” he said.

Two of the major challenges
facing India are the lack of invest-
ment in R&D as compared to
other countries, and the lack of in-
vestment by private enterprises.

Also, as of 2018, India had 156
researchers per million citizens, far
lower than the global average of
1,500.India’s patent office ranked
sixth by total number of patentap-
plications received, with 46,582
applications. These areamong the
issues the PSA's office is trying to
solve through the project.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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50-yr-old woman
gangraped,
brutalised in
Jharkhand

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY 8

UGC paves way for IoEs
to set up campuses abroad

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

THREE MEN allegedly gangraped
a 50-year-old woman in Chatra
district late on Thursday, police
said, adding that they brutalised
the victim'’s private parts with a
steel tumbler.

Two of the accused have been
arrested, while oneis absconding,
police said adding that all three
were drunk at the time of the in-
cidentand thatthey had aquarrel
with the victim prior toraping her.

Acase hasbeenregistered un-
der IPC section 376 D (gangrape).
The victim — a widow — was be-
ing treated ata community health
centre and is said to be stable.

DIG, Hazaribagh Range, Amol
Homkar said: “A widow was gan-
graped in Chatradistrict late night
on January 7. After the incident
took place, the police was in-
formed in the morning and we
have arrested two men.Oneisab-
sconding and will be arrested
soon. The woman’s private parts
were injured.”

A police source said: “It ap-
pears that there was some old dis-
pute between the accused and the
victim. After the argument the ac-
cused gangraped her and inserted
asteel glass in her private parts.”

TNHIGHWAY PROJECT
Plea in SC for
review of order
upholding land
acquisition notice

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

A TAMIL Nadu resident has
moved the Supreme Court, seek-
ingreview of its December 8,2020
judgmentupholding the notifica-
tions issued under the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) Act, 1956, for acquisition
of land for construction of the
eight-lane Chennai-Krishnagiri-
Salem national highway as part of
the Bharatmala Pariyojna—Phase-
[ project.

The plea by Salem resident
Yuvaraj S has contended that the
judgment suffers from errors ap-
parent on the face of the record
and results in a gross miscarriage
of justice.

The petition said judicial re-
view of public policy is permissi-
ble when the delegatee acts be-
yond delegated powers as
prescribed in the law laid down
by the courtand added thatin the
instant case, the Supreme Court
did not have the occasion to con-
sider the ground that the author-
ities acted beyond powers dele-
gated, by “not obtaining the
Ministry of Finance — Department
of expenditure (‘DoE’) prescribed
“Appraisal” by Public Investment
Board (‘PIB’) for projects that cost
more than INR 500 Crore”, “not
obtaining the Ministry of Finance
- Department of Economic Affairs
(“DoEA”) prescribed “Appraisal”
by Public-Private-Partnership-
Appraisal Committee (‘PPPAC’) for
projects with Civil Construction
Cost of more than INR 1000
Crore” and “not submitting to
Comptroller and Auditor General
(‘CAG’) prescribed ‘Audit of
Project Formulation and
Approval’ in the case of
Infrastructure Projects under
Public-Private-Partnership”.

HC gives Centre
last chance to clear
stand on same-sex
marriages

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court
on Friday granted the Centre and
the Delhi government one last
chance to file a response to peti-
tions seeking the recognition
and registration of same-sex
marriages under the Hindu
Marriage Act, the Special
Marriage Act and the Foreign
Marriage Act.

The court was told that nore-
ply has been filed in the case by
authorities despite issuance of
notice in October and November.

The Centre on Friday sought
more time to file a counter-affi-
davitin the case. While granting
three weeks’ time for filing a re-
ply in the case, the court ad-
journed the case for its next
hearing on February 25.

The PIL seeking the recogni-
tion of same-sex marriages un-
der the Hindu Marriage Act has
been filed by Abhijit Iyer-Mitra
and three others. The court last
year observed that the statute is
gender neutral and the Centre
must interpret the law in favour
of citizens of India. ENS

THE UNIVERSITY Grants
Commission  (UGC)  has
amended its regulations, allow-
ing Institutions of Eminence
(IoEs)to set up campuses abroad
after receiving no objection cer-
tificates from the Ministry of
External Affairs and Ministry of
Home Affairs. The moveisinline
with the government's new
National Education Policy, which
says that high performing uni-
versities should be encouraged
to set up campuses abroad.

The amendments also permit
the IOEs to start new off campus
centres, with a maximum of
three in five years and not more
than one in an academic year.

There are 18 Institutions of
Eminence, including IIT-Delhi,
[IT-Kharagpur, lIT-Madras and
[IT-Bombay. “Institutions of

Eminence Deemed to be
Universities shall be allowed to
start new off-shore campuses
with the prior approval of the
Ministry after receiving No
Objection Certificate from
Ministry of External Affairs and
Ministry of Home Affairs,” say
the amendments to the UGC
(Institutions of Eminence
Deemed to be Universities)
Regulations, 2017.

“The Institutions of Eminence
Deemed to be Universities shall
ensure that the norms and stan-
dards of the off shore campus
shall be the same as that main-
tained on the main campus for
similar courses, and the off-shore
campus shall also follow similar
admission criteria, curriculum,
examination system and evalu-
ation system. All the information
about off-shore campus shall be
disclosed on the website of the
Institution of Eminence Deemed
to be University.”

The functioning of the off
shore campuses shall be re-
viewed by an Empowered
Experts Committee “independ-
ently and/or along with the [OE”.

“After review of the off shore
campus, if the Empowered
Experts Committee is not satis-
fied with the performance of the
off shore campus, it may recom-
mend discontinuation of the off
shore campus to the Central
Government. In such cases, the
interest of the students enrolled
at the off-shore campus shall be
adequately protected by the
Institution of Eminence Deemed
to be University,” the amend-
ments state.

The IOEs have also been per-
mitted to start an off campus
centre on an interim campus
“subject to the condition that the
permanent campus shall be
ready within a reasonable time
period of not exceeding five
years.”

Facing high drop-out rate, Bihar
to track each student till UG level

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JANUARY 8

CONCERNED WITH the massive
drop-out rate among school chil-
dren, the Bihar Education
Department is set to introduce a
management innovation system
to track every child till the under-
graduate level, including a whole
range of technical and profes-
sional courses that a student
may pursue after completing the
Class 12 state board examina-
tions.

At present, Bihar has about
78,000 schools for Class 1 to
Class 12, with a total enrollment
of 2.5 crore students.

The Education Department
hasidentified four points where
children tend to drop out from
school — after Class 5and Class 8,
when a student has to change
from primary to secondary and
from secondary to higher sec-

ondary classes, respectively; as
well as after the Class 10 and
Class 12 boards.

Education  Department
Principal Secretary Sanjay
Kumar told The Indian Express,
“We were alarmed at the drop in
students’ enrolment from Class
1till Class 12. As per latest 2018-
19 state government data, we
enrolled 24,03,526 students in
Class 1.

But this number dropped to
15,37,628 in Class 10, a dip of
about 9 lakh — a huge dip. At
Class 12, this number comes
down to 6,31,379 students.”

Kumar said this number fur-
ther dropped to less than 4 lakh
students after Class 12.

“We understand that a good
number of students are moving
towards professional courses af-
ter Class 12. But the drop-out
rate after Class 5 and Class 8 is
very worrisome. As these drop-
outs are taking place during

changeover of schools because
of distance and other factors, we
have now asked all district edu-
cation officers to map secondary
schools for Class 5 pass-outs and
high school for Class 8 pass-outs.
Now, our system will tell parents
which nearest middle and high
schools their wards would get
admitted to,” Kumar said.

The secretary said the de-
partment will soon put up a re-
quest for a tender to track every
child.

“We are getting data from
science and technology (a nodal
department for engineering
courses), medical, pharmacy,
agriculture, nursing and other
professional and technical
courses. Once we have the man-
agement innovation system in
place, we can track every child
and work out our plans accord-
ingly to minimise drop-outs
through counselling and reach-
ing out to parents,” he said

SEDITION CASE

Kangana, her sister
appear before cops,
record statement

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 8

ACTOR KANGANA Ranaut and
her sister Rangoli Chandel on
Friday appeared before the
Bandra police in connection with
anFIR registered against themin
October for “allegedly creating
enmity between different groups
of people” through their social
media posts. The FIR was regis-
tered at the Bandra police station
on the directions of a
Metropolitan court hearing a pri-
vate complaint against the sisters
by a Bollywood casting director.

The sisters along with their
lawyer appeared at the Bandra
police station amid heavy media
presence around 1 pm. Ranaut
enjoys Y category security of
CRPF personnel.

An officer said, “While the
time given by the court was to
appear at noon, she reached at
around 1 pm. We recorded her
statement for around two hours
but could not complete the for-
malities and may have to call her
again.” The statement of Chandel
could not be recorded, the offi-
cer added.

Kangana
Ranaut

The police will submit their
report to the Bombay High Court
which will hear the matter on
January 11. Ranaut had ap-
proached the HC for quashing
the FIR. The court granted her in-
terim relief from arrest last
month and directed her to pres-
ent herself before police on
January 8. Prior to this, the
Bandra police had issued three
summons to the actor and her
sister to appear before them but
she failed to turn up. The sisters
were booked under sections per-
taining to committing malicious
or deliberate acts with the inten-
tion of outraging religious feel-
ings of citizens, sedition, pro-
moting enmity between
different groups on grounds of
religion, race, place of birth, res-
idence or language and common
intention of the IPC.

The complaint was filed by
Munawwar Ali Sayyed, a casting
director and fitness trainer.

Challenging acquittals in
Babri demolition case,
two witnesses move HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 8

TWO WITNESSES in the Babri
Masjid demolition case moved
the Lucknow bench of Allahabad
High Court on Friday, challenging
aspecial CBI court’s order acquit-
ting all 32 surviving accused in
the case, including former Deputy
Prime Minister LK Advani, former
UP Chief Minister Kalyan Singh,
and BJP leaders MM Joshi, Uma
Bharti and Vinay Katiyar.

Special court judge SK Yadav
had delivered the judgement on
September 30 last year, his last
dayin office. He acquitted the ac-
cused citing lack of evidence. In
the 2,300-page order, the court

rejected evidence from photos,
videos and speeches of the ac-
cused. The CBI had filed a
chargesheet against 49 people
but 17 died during the trial. It did
not challenge the acquittals.

Now, Haji Mahboob Ahmad
and Syed Akhlaq Ahmad have
filed a writ petition against the
judgement, according to their
lawyer Syed Farman Ahmad
Naqvi. The advocate said the pe-
tition was submitted to the reg-
istry office of the Lucknow bench
and the matter was likely to
come up for hearing next week.

Mahboob and Akhlaq wit-
nessed the demolition of the
mosque on December 6, 1992.
Their houses were damaged in
arson and looting.

CHANGE IN THE TIME-TABLE AND
TERMINAL OF TRAIN NO. 02691/02692

BENGALURU-HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN-
BENGALURU SUPERFAST A.C. EXP. SPECIAL

Hazrat Nizamuddin

Itis notified for the information of all concerned that the
Train No. 02691/02692 Bengaluru-Hazrat Nizamuddin-
Bengaluru Superfast A.C. Express Special will run with
revised timings and it’s terminal will be changed to
instead of New Delhi
10.01.2021 from Bengaluru and w.e.f. 13.01.2021 from
Hazrat Nizamuddin. The detailed revised timings of this
Special Service will be as under:-

w.e.f.

Government of India

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
Advertisement No. 04/2020 (R-V)

BRIEF NOTICE

BARC invites applications for the following training course being conducted at the Radiation
Medicine Centre, BARC under the aegis of Homi Bhabha National Institute (HBNI)

(a Deemed University), Mumbai

1) M.Sc. NUCLEAR MEDICINE
AND MOLECULAR IMAGING
TECHNOLOGY (M.Sc. - NMMIT)

2) M.Sc. HOSPITAL RADIOPHARMACY
(M.Sc. -

HRP)

Duration of Course|Two academic years (2020-2022)

Two academic years (2020-2022)

No. of Seats (No. of

seats are provisional |5-Sponsored

5-Non-sponsored,

5-Non-sponsored,
5-Sponsored.

and subject to

One seat is reserved for SC/ST/OBC candid

ate either from sponsored or non- sponsored

Qualification

recognised University OR B.Sc. in Life Sciences
with Physics as a subject from recognised
University OR B.Sc. in Nuclear Medicine from|from a
a recognised University. Candidates should
have scored a minimum of 50% marks in
aggregate in Science Subjects at B.Sc. level.

variation) category.

Age Limit Not more than 35 years as on 1st May 2020. Upper age limit can be relaxed in the case of SC/
ST (5 Years), OBC (3 Years), PH category (10 Years) and sponsored candidates (10 Years).

Educational B.Sc. with Physics / Chemistry / Maths from a[B.Sc. with Chemistry as one of the subjects at

level.

B.Sc level and Physics, Chemistry and Maths /
Biology as subjects at H.S.C. level OR B.Pharm

should have scored a minimum of 50% marks in
aggregate in Science Subjects at B.Sc./B.Pharm

recognised University. Candidates

Monthly Stipend

Stipend @ Rs.15,000/- per month is admissible to the non-sponsored candidates.

BARC reserves the final right to admission to the respective courses.
Applications will be accepted On-Line ONLY. Last date for receipt of Application: 29/01/2021.

Facility for On-line application will be available from 09/01/2021 to 29/01/2021.

The details of mode and place and time of CAT and Counselling Session following CAT will be notified in
the BARC Website. For further details please visit our website: recruit.barc.gov.in / www.barc.gov.in.

TEMPORARY CANCELLATION AND

PARTIALLY CANCELLATION OF TRAINS

In order to upgrade the infrastructure, Railways will undertake the Pre-Non-
interlocking & Non-interlocking work in connection with commissioning of
Hubballi yard remodelling work. To execute this work Railways will take suitable
traffic block from 10.01.2021 to 28.01.2021. During this period following trains
will be cancelled / partially cancelled on the dates shown against each:-

CANCELLATION OF TRAINS
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NEHRU MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
Teen Murti House, New Delhi-110011
(Autonomous Body set up by the Govt. of India)
The Nehru Memorial Museum & Library (NMML), an
autonomous organization under the Ministry of Culture, seeks
qualified candidates for contractual engagement in the Museum
on Prime Ministers for the post of Chief Executive Officer
(CEO). The post is purely on contractual basis for a period of
three years with a minimum guaranteed period of one year. If
the incumbent wishes to leave before the end of the contract or
the institution so decides, a notice of two months or equivalent
salary will be required for immediate release.
Interested candidates may send a copy of their updated CV and
self-attested copies of testimonials on the following email id
bhandari_57(yahoo.co.in latest by 31st January, 2021.
Post: Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
No. of Post: One (1)
Remuneration: 2.5 Lakh per month lumpsum. Higher salary
can be considered for meritorious candidates.
Eligibility: For details like qualification and experience
required, please visit NMML website:
www.nehrumemorial.nic.in.

davp 09142/11/0002/2021

REVISED TIMINGS OF TRAIN NO. 02691/02692

BENGALURU-HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN-BENGALURU
o | ommons [Tt
20:00 20:00 KSR Bengaluru 05:20 05:20
22:33 22:35 Shri Sathya Sai P. Nilayam | 02:28 02:30
01:05 01:10 Guntakal Jn. 23:40 23:45
02:47 02:49 Raichur 22:06 22:08
04:30 04:31 Sedam 19:29 19:30
07:05 07:15 Secunderabad Jn. 17:10 17:25
09:03 09:05 Kazipet Jn. 15:13 15:15
12:20 12:25 Balharshah 12:15 12:20
14:55 15:00 Nagpur 09:25 09:30
19:16 19:18 Itarsi Jn. 5:23 05:25
20:50 21:00 Bhopal Jn. 3:45 03:55
00:16 00:21 Jhansi Jn. 00:25 00:30
01:19 01:21 Gwalior 23:08 23:10
02:58 03:00 Agra Cantt. 21:43 21:45
05:30 05:30 Hazrat Nizamuddin 19:50 19:50

Time-Table and Terminal Change effective from: 02691 Ex.
Bengaluru from 10.01.2021 and 02692 Ex. Hazrat Nizamuddin
from 13.01.2021.

Note: All norms of the State and Central Government
regarding COVID-19 including Social distancing,

sanitization etc., may he followed in the trains and
at the Railway stations. All other precautions
associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

For any kind of information such as detailed
Time-Table and stations enroute etc., passengers
are requested to contact Railway Enquiry No.
139 or visit Indian Railways website
https://lenquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

Security Helpline No. 182 | Integrated Helpline No. 139

Please
join
us on

\IE,‘]E | Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

"SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE"

ADDITIONAL SPECIAL TRAINS

For the convenience of passengers, Railways have
decided to run following Additional Special Trains as
per the schedule given below :-

09565/09566 Okha - Dehradun - Okha
Uttaranchal Express Special Train (Weekly)

Train No. 09565 Train No. 09566
ARR. | DEP. I STATIONS I ARR. | DEP.
— | 1000 [® Okha 0 1400 —
19:45 - Dehradun - 05:50

Days of Run: 09565 Ex. Okha on every Friday from 15.01.2021 &
09566 Ex.Dehradunonevery Sundayfrom17.01.2021.
Accommodation: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Reserved
Second Seating.

Stoppage : Dwarka, Khambhalia, Jamnagar, Hapa, Rajkot Jn.,
Surendranagar, Viramgam Jn., Mahesana Jn., Unjha, Siddhpur,
Palanpur Jn., Abu Road, Falna, Beawar, Ajmer Jn., Jaipur, Alwar
Jn., Khairthal, Rewari, Gurgaon, Delhi Cantt., Delhi Sarai Rohilla,
New Delhi, Ghaziabad, Modi Nagar, Meerut City, Muzaffarnagar,
Deoband, Tapri, Roorkee & Haridwar Stations.

Train No. & Name

PARTIAL CANCELLATIO

Short Terminate at/
Short originate from

between Station

OF SPECIAL TRAINS

Partially Cancelled

Train Train Name Date of Cancellation 09031/09032 Ahmedabad Jn. - Yog Nagari Rishikesh
No. (from originating station) Ahmedabad Jn. Yoga Express Special Train (Weekly)
07323 | Hubballi Jn - Varanasi Jn Special Express on 22.01.2021 Train No. 09031 I STATIONS ]‘ Train No. 09032
07324 | Varanasi Jn - Hubballi Jn Special Express on 24.01.2021 ARR. | DEP. ARR. | DEP
: : : — | 10:55[%  Ahmedabad Jn. I 1540 -
02630 | Hazrat Nizamuddin - Yasvantpur Jn Special Express 22.01.2021 & 27.01.2021 —
02629 | Y Jn-H Ni ddin Special E 26.01.2021 & 28.01.2021 12:30 — Yog Nagari Rishikesh — 14:50
asvantpur Jn - Hazrat Nizamuddin Special Express S B Days of Run: 09031 ex. Ahmedabad Jn. on every Monday from

Date of cancellation
(from the Originating Station)

07305 Hubballi Jn - Londa from Hubballi Jn - 22.01.2021 to 28.01.2021
Jn - Hazrat Nizamuddin Vasco Da Gama Londa Jn

Link Special Express

02780 Hazrat Nizamuddin - at Londa Jn Londa Jn - 20.01.2021 to 26.01.2021
Hubballi Jn Link Special Exp. Hubballi Jn

Note: All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19 including Social

distancing, sanitization etc., may he followed in the trains and at the Railway stations.
All other precautions associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

For any other information passengers are requested to
contact Railway Enquiry No. 139 or may visit Indian Railways
website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

Security Helpline No. 182 | Integrated Helpline No. 139
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Visit us at : nr.indianrailways.gov.in
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"SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE"

11.01.2021 09032 Ex. Yog Nagari Rishikesh on every Tuesday
from12.01.2021.

Accommodation: 1stAC, AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Reserved
Second Seating.

Stoppage : Sabarmati, Gandhinagar Capital, Kalol, Mahesana Jn.,
Unjha, Palanpur Jn., Abu Road, Pindwara, Jawai Bandh, Falna, Rani,
Marwar Jn., Sojat Road, Haripur, Beawar, Ajmer, Kishangarh, Phulera
Jn., Jaipur, Gandhinagar Jaipur, Bandikui Jn., Alwar Jn., Khairthal,
Rewari, Pataudi Road, Gurgaon, Delhi Cantt, Delhi, Delhi Shahdara,
Ghaziabad, New Ghaziabad, Modi Nagar , Meerut City , Meerut
Cantt., Sakhoti Tanda, Khatauli, Muzaffarnagar, Deoband, Tapri,
Roorkee & Haridwar stations.

04161/04162 Kanpur Central - Anand Vihar Terminal -
Kanpur Central Express Special Train (Weekly)

Train No. 04161 Train No. 04162
ARR. | DEP. I STATIONS I ARR. | DEP.
— | 0750  Kanpur Central I o620 -

18:20 - Anand Vihar Terminal - 20:45

Days of Run: 04161 ex. Kanpur Central & 04162 Ex. Anand Vihar
Terminalon every Sunday from 17.01.2021.

Accommodation: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Reserved
Second Seating.

Stoppage : Kanpur Anwarganj, Kalianpur, Kannauj, Gursahaiganj,
Fatehgarh, Farrukhabad, Bhongaon, Mainpuri, Shikohabad,
Tundla & Aligarh Stations.

09019/09020 Bandra Terminus - Haridwar - Bandra

Terminus Express Special Train (Weekly)

Train No. 09019 Train No. 09020
ARR. | DEP. STATIONS I ARR. | DEP.
— | 00:05%  Bandra Terminus 0] 2205 —
08:20| - Haridwar — [13:30

Days of Run: 09019 ex. Bandra Terminus on every Monday from
11.01.2021 09020 Ex. Haridwar on every Tuesday from 12.01.2021.
Accommodation: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Reserved
Second Seating.

Stoppage : Borivali, Virar, Palghar, Dahanu Road, Vapi, Valsad,
Bilimora Jn., Navsari, Surat, Ankleshwar Jn., Bharuch Jn.,
Miyagam Karjan, Vadodara Jn., Samlaya Jn., Derol, Godhra Jn.,
Sant Road, Piplod Jn., Limkheda, Mangal Mahudi, Dahod, Bordi,
Anas, Meghnagar, Thandla Rd, Panch Pipila, Bamnia,
Bhairongarh, Bildi, Morwani, Ratlam Jn, Bangrod, Runkhera,
Khachrod, Nagda Jn., Vikramgarh Alot, Chaumahla, Shamgarh,
Bhawani Mandi, Ramganj Mandi, Dakaniya Talav, Kota Jn.,
Lakheri, Indargarh, Sawai Madhopur, Malarna, Narayanpur
Tatwara, Gangapur City, Shri Mahabirji, Hindaun City, Fateh
Singhpura, Bayana Jn., Bharatpur Jn., Mathura Jn., Kosi Kalan,
Faridabad, H. Nizamuddin, Ghaziabad, Meerut City,
Muzaffarnagar, Tapri, Roorkee & Jwalapur stations.

04717/04718 Bikaner Jn. - Haridwar - Bikaner Jn.
Express Special Train (Tri-Weekly)

Train No. 04717 Train No. 04718
ARR. | DEP. STATIONS I ARR. | DEP.
~ |2325[% Bikaner Jn. o750 -
15:20| - Haridwar — |1645

Days of Run: 04717 ex. Bikaner Jn. on every Monday,
Wednesday & Friday from 13.01.2021 & 04718 Ex. Haridwar on
every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday from 14.01.2021.
Accommodation: AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Reserved Second
Seating.

Stoppage : Sri Dungargarh, Ratangarh Jn., Churu, Sadulpur Jn.,
Hisar, Bhiwani, Rohtak Jn., Gohana, Panipat Jn., Karnal,
Kurukshetra Jn.,Ambala Cant Jn., Saharanpur & Roorkee stations.

New Delhi

Note : The abhove Special Trains will have the

Note: All norms of the State and Central Government
regarding COVID-19 including Social distancing,
sanitization etc., may he followed in the trains and at the
Railway stations. All other precautions associated with
COVID-19 should also he ensured.

For any kind information such as detailed Time-Table and
stations enroute etc., passengers are requested to contact

Railway Enquiry No. 139 or may visit Indian
Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

ry— Please join us on {# &7}
Helpline No. 182
Integrated
Helpline No. 139

Pubiic Relations-Norther Railway
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WORDLY WISE
HoOw DO YOU REGULATE OWNERSHIP OF DATA?
THIS MAY BE THE MOST IMPORTANT POLITICAL
QUESTION OF OUR ERA. — YUVAL NOAH HARARI

ThelndianEXPRESS

«» FOUNDED By «»

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

ANTI-SOCIAL MEDIA

Social media platforms blocking Trump is mere headline
hunting. They need to look deeper at their complicity

INVOLVES US ALL

N NOVEMBER 2016, days after Donald Trump was elected US President, Facebook

Founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg rejected the idea that content on the com-

pany’s platforms influenced elections. “I think it’s a pretty crazy idea... Voters

make decisions based on their lived experiences,” he said. On January 6, after

the US Capitol was stormed by Trump supporters, Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat
and Twitch suspended the president’s account to prevent him, ostensibly, from inciting
more violence. The move is too little, and coming after a mob egged on by the US President
laid siege to the Capitol, it is too late. In times when “lived experiences” are increasingly
online, the social media giants have been much too slow in acknowledging their respon-
sibility and addressing real-world consequences.

Trump has a long record of sharing falsehoods and bigotry on social media, beginning
with his assertions that his predecessor Barack Obama was not born in the US, to sharing
anti-Muslim and White supremacist posts and videos. As recently as the Black Lives Matter
protests last year, he tweeted, “when looting starts, shooting starts”. Trump and his false-
hoods, though, are only a part of a larger digital ecosystem that has devalued facts, created
“communities” of conspiracy theorists and, at times, even contributed to violence. Long be-
fore the pro-Trump mob stormed the Capitol, WhatsApp and Facebook have been used to
pedal falsehoods and incite mobs in countries like Burma and Sri Lanka. These outcomes
are an unfortunate consequence of the algorithms and user experience and user interface
that follow a “persuasive design” model. In essence, the algorithm is meant to keep users
glued to the screen and get more of the same. For example, someone watching “flat earth”
videos, or “the history of forced conversion in India” or, more recently, the bizarre conspir-
acy theories about a film star’s suicide, could well be led to something like a QAnon page
(agroup that believes Trump is saving the US government from a corporate “deep state”)
or to fake news that whips up prejudice against minority groups.

While Big Tech has moved forward from complete denial of its culpability — under
pressure from governments and the threat of external regulation — and instituted some
measures for fact-checking and verifying sources, the fundamental structure of its plat-
forms remains unaltered. Companies must confront the challenge and address it at the
level of the technology, urgently. But the responsibility for a political discourse that respects
facts and decency cannot just be on tech companies. Political parties, for instance, need
to be held accountable for their leaders’ and members’ conduct. Just as tech companies
must be called out for spreading falsehoods and creating mobs because it helps their bot-
tom line, political parties must be held responsible if they do so in the name of winning
elections and appealing to their base. Blocking a loudmouth or despot or leader of amob
is hardly the answer.

A MESSAGE TO COLOMBO

Minister Jaishankar’s reminder on the necessity of the
13th Amendment was much-needed and timely

XTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER S Jaishankar’s three-day visit to Sri Lanka was

significant not for any specific outcomes but for what was achieved in polit-

ical and diplomatic messaging by both sides. Jaishankar’s reminder in

Colombo that the 13th Amendment is essential to ethnic reconciliation came

at a time when powerful Sri Lankan politicians close to President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and his brother, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, are calling for its scrapping.
The cancellation of elections to the provincial councils, apparently due to a spike in COVID-
19 cases, is being viewed as a first step towards this end. Jaishankar’s message, that India still
sees the 1987 amendment — the constitutional basis for the provincial councils — as cen-
tral to addressing Tamil political aspirations came within days of a statement by the DMK’s
TR Balu, just as Tamil Nadu hits its election season, asking Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to ensure that the provincial council system remains intact. Sri Lankan Tamils themselves
no longer set that much store by India’s or Tamil Nadu’s pronouncements on their prob-
lems. Delhi’s waning influence in Sri Lanka is an open secret. Yet, it would be a diplomatic
and political embarrassment for the Narendra Modi government if the 13th Amendment
was indeed abolished.

Delhi’s other challenge in Sri Lanka at this point is to operationalise a 2019 agreement
todevelop along with Japan a container terminal at Colombo Port, where China has a con-
trolling stake in the adjoining Colombo International Container Terminal. The India-Japan-
Sri Lanka agreement had triggered a strike at the port ahead of last year’s parliamentary
election, resolved only after assurances from the Rajapaksa brothers that it would not be
handed over to foreign developers. During the EAM’s visit, the prime minister and president
sent out mixed signals amid calls not to let the port fall victim to geopolitical rivalries in the
Indian Ocean.

Sri Lanka, for its part, has two main demands from India at this time. One, it wants sup-
plies of the anti-COVID vaccine. Its other request for a $1 bn currency swap has been pend-
ing since last year. India has already said it will prioritise vaccine supplies to its neighbours
and should have no problem in accepting Rajapaksa’s request quickly on humanitarian
grounds — it can only help Delhi’s image in that country. As for the currency swap, its use
as a bargaining chip can last only as long as Colombo does not look elsewhere for help.

A ROOM OF HER OWN

A ‘period room’ in a toilet block in Mumbai stakes a claim on
the city — on behalf of its women

NE OF THE many ways in which Indian cities and towns tell women

that they are unwanted in public spaces is by the absence of a woman’s

toilet. In metropolises like Mumbai and Delhi, the number of toilets for

men consistently outnumber those for women by a large margin;

women’s toilets in large toilet blocks remain locked, especially in the
evenings (because what are women doing outside the home after dark, anyway?). If they
are unlocked, they are filthy — and sometimes even unsafe — spaces that women venture
into at the risk of ill-health and violence. The denial of a woman’s body and its natural bod-
ily urges, then, is not only a matter of cultural practices of shame, but it is written into the
design of acity itself. Anew “period room” in a Mumbai slum, the first of its kind in a pub-
lic toilet, therefore, suggests a refreshing reimagination of the public space.

The Thane Municipal Corporation’s move is an attempt to inculcate menstrual hy-
giene, one that it wants to replicate in 120 community toilets. The “period room” includes
aurinal, a jet spray, a toilet roll-holder, soap, running water, hooks to hang clothes and a
dustbin to dispose of menstrual waste — rare amenities in public toilets. For the women
of the Lokmanya Nagar slum, in which few families have the luxury of a private toilet, the
structure offers precious space and privacy. A study carried out by an NGO that assisted
with the project found that 56 per cent of girl students in the area had no access to clean
toilets in schools; nor did 18 per cent working women at their workplace.

A “period room” that does not try to hide its function as a space for menstruating
women might also, hopefully, cut through the punishing taboo around periods. More
importantly, it becomes a small step to stake claim on the city — on behalf of its women.

Once upon a failed coup

When history is written, US courts may be singled
out for protecting nation’s election integrity

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

THAT COUPS TAKE place in developing coun-
tries has been an article of faith of political
scholarship since the 1960s. What happened
in Washington on January 6 was a striking
refutation of this conventional wisdom.

It was not a classic coup because the mil-
itary was not involved. But it was an execu-
tive coup, in that President Donald Trump, the
head of the executive, incited a mob of sup-
porters — many thousand strong, with a sub-
stantial proportion belonging to vigilante
groups — to “show the kind of pride and bold-
ness” that would force the two Houses of
Congress to overturn the election, which he
lost on November 3.

Lacking anindependent election commis-
sion, the US has a complicated electoral ad-
ministration system. Legally, states decide
who will be president. After people cast their
votes, states certify election outcomes, form-
ing an electoral college, whose vote is finally
accepted by US legislators on January 6. The
vice-president presides over this politically
ceremonial but legally necessary step, the last
one before a president can be inaugurated on
January 20. Mike Pence, Trump’s vice-presi-
dent, refused to overturn the election, infuri-
ating his boss. A huge majority of Republican
senators also expressed unwillingness to
comply. In the end, the coup failed and Biden
wasratified. And as these lines are being writ-
ten, Trump seems to have recognised — pub-
licly — that the violence has hurt him.

Why do scholars believe that developing
countries have coups, but richer democracies
do not? Two arguments are often advanced.
First, in poorer countries the institutions of
oversight, being much weaker, crumble under
the onslaughts of mighty politicians. Second,
politics indeveloping countries can have anall-
or-nothing quality. The government has such
control over the economy and society thatonce
out of power, losses can be huge and imprison-
ment may not be too far. That generates a po-
litical tendency to stay in power at all costs. In
richer democracies, opportunities beyond the
government are plentiful. An electoral loss does
not rob life of all enhancements. Company
boards, memoirs, consulting and speaking, le-
gal practices and business openings can fetch
millions. The government does not have a de-
cisive control over all sectors of society.

Trump’s motivations remain
open to speculation. Of the
two main hypotheses, oneis
ideological, another personal.
His commitment to a political
order that restores white
supremacy has been
repeatedly noted. Many in the
mob were carrying
Confederate flags. A second
hypothesis is that once out of
power, Trump fears
prosecution for crimes. In
addition to the potentially
criminal charges of tax fraud,
there are questions about
corruption, abuse of power,
and violation of campaign
finance laws. Ironically,
inciting a mob to pressure the
legislature might now lead to
the most serious charge of all:
Abetting an insurrection.

Trump’s motivations remain open to spec-
ulation. Of the two main hypotheses, one is
ideological, another personal. His commit-
ment to a political order that restores white
supremacy has been repeatedly noted. Many
in the mob were carrying Confederate flags.
Since the Civil War (1861-65), these flags, rep-
resenting those southern states that broke
away to preserve slavery, have stood for white
supremacy and Black subjugation.

A second hypothesis is that once out of
power, Trump fears prosecution for crimes. In
addition to the potentially criminal charges of
tax fraud, there are questions about corrup-
tion, abuse of power;, and violation of campaign
finance laws. Ironically, incitinga mob to pres-
sure the legislature, aimed at solving an im-
mediate problem, might now lead to the most
serious charge of all: Abetting an insurrection.

Nancy Pelosi, Democratic Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and Chuck
Schumer, who will soon take over the leader-
ship of a Democratic-majority Senate, have
already called for the invocation of the 25th
Constitutional Amendment. If supported by
amajority of the cabinet, the amendment al-
lows the vice president to unseat the presi-
dent. In case the amendment is not invoked,
say Pelosi and Schumer, they would like toim-
peach Trump, even if less than two weeks re-
main in his term. That will, in all likelihood,
disqualify him from running again in the 2024
elections. Thisis important because a self-par-
don might well save Trump from criminal
prosecution, at least for federal crimes, though
many legal scholars have serious doubts about
the constitutionality of self-pardon.

A coup like this would be inconceivable
in a parliamentary democracy. Presidential
democracies are more vulnerable to coups
because the executive and the legislature are
independently elected and, if run by differ-
ent parties, they can be arch rivals at the
polity’s heart. In parliamentary systems, the
two are intertwined and a parliamentary ma-
jority is the prime minister’s source of power,
making deadly executive-parliament clashes
unlikely. Prime ministers don’t send mobs,
vigilantes or armies to attack parliaments;
brazen presidents do.

In the end, of course, the coup failed. So
how might one understand the failure? The

proximate reason is simply that with no mil-
itary support coming, the mob failed to oc-
cupy the Capitol building for more than a few
hours. That is why, without the military’s in-
volvement, coups rarely succeed. And in richer
democracies, the armed forces tend not to
help the leader in electoral disputes.

But the deeper question is: Why did
most Republican politicians in the US
Congress, while initially quiet, not support
Trump in the end? Here, the role of two in-
stitutions is noteworthy.

First, given the state-centric nature of US
presidential elections, the behaviour of state of-
ficials in swing states is critical. Two of the five
swing states — Arizona and Georgia — have
Republican governments. Yet their officials did
not bow to the wishes of Trump. A leaked tape
of Trump’s phone call to Georgia’s Secretary of
State, revealed that toflip the state won by Biden,
Trumpasked the secretary to “find 11,780 votes”.
Despite being a Republican, Secretary Brad
Raffensperger declined, instead doing the right
thing. Legal propriety defeated partisanship.

But the most important role has been
played by America’s courts. Trump’s cam-
paign filed more than 60 legal challenges —
from the state courts to federal courts, all the
way up to the US Supreme Court. Trump lost
all cases but one. The victory was very small,
but the defeats were huge. Many of the judges
in federal courts were appointed by Trump,
who often boasted that if necessary, his judi-
cial appointees would win him the day. But
instead of displaying personal loyalty, they ap-
plied the law, tossing out the evidence of elec-
tion fraud as legally flimsy. In the end, it be-
came impossible for most Republicans to go
against so many court judgments. Courts de-
fined the permissible limits of politics.

When the history of this period is written,
America’s courts might be singled out as the
institution that protected the nation’s elec-
tionintegrity. Butit also says something larger
about the role of the judiciary in preserving
democracy as a system. If independent and
unafraid, courts can clip the wings of maraud-
ing politicians.

The writer is Sol Goldman professor of
international studies and professor of political
science at Brown University

BASIC INCOM

- AND PATRIARCHY

Asalary to women for domestic work institutionalises idea of men as ‘providers’

ARPAN TULSYAN

LASTMONTH, KAMAL Hasan’s party, Makkal
Needhi Maiam, promised salaries to house-
wives as a part of its electoral campaign in
Tamil Nadu. This week, the idea was wel-
comed by Shashi Tharoor, who tweeted that
this will “monetise the services of women
homemakers in society, enhance their power
and autonomy and create near-universal ba-
sic income”. To this, actor Kangana Ranaut
said, “we don’t need salary for being the
Queens of our own little kingdom”. Tharoor
maintained that remuneration will lead to a
recognition of the value of unpaid work.

Demand for wages against housework
was firstraised at the third National Women'’s
Liberation conference in Manchester, England.
International Wages for Housework
Campaign (IWFHC) was formed by Selma
James in 1972. Since then, several organisa-
tions, particularly in the UK, US, Canada and
Italy, have raised similar requests.

In India, an application by the National
Housewives Association, seeking recognition
as a trade union in 2010, was rejected by the
deputy registrar of trade unions on the ground
thathouseworkis nota trade oranindustry.In
2012, the then minister for Women and Child
development, Krishna Tirath, announced that
the government was considering mandating
a salary for housework to wives, from hus-
bands. The purpose, once again, was to em-
power women financially and help them live
with dignity. However, the proposal never ma-
terialised and with the change in the govern-
ment in 2014, the idea was put to rest.

More than creating a new
provision of salary for
housework, we need to
strengthen awareness,
implementation and
utilisation of other existing
provisions. Starting from the
right to reside in the marital
home, to streedhan and hag
meher, to coparcenary and
inheritance rights as
daughters and to basic
services, free legal aid and
maintenance in instances of
violence and divorce.

Housework demands effort and sacrifice,
365 days a year, 24/7. Despite this, a huge pro-
portion of Indian women aren’t “queens”
reigning over their kingdom, the family. Alarge
number of women live with domestic violence
and cruelty because they are economically de-
pendent on others, mainly their husbands.
Time-use data from 2019 gathered by the
National Sample Survey Organisation revealed
that only about a quarter of men and boys
above six years engaged in unpaid household
chores,compared to over four-fifths of women.
Every day, an average Indian male spends 1.5
hours per day in unpaid domestic work, com-
pared to about five hours by a female.

Itis thus important to recognise the value
of unpaid domestic work. However, creating
value isn’t always about fair remuneration.
Asking men to pay for wives’ domestic work
could further enhance their sense of entitle-
ment. It may also put the additional onus on
women to perform. Besides the ethics of buy-
ing domestic labour from wife poses a serious
risk of formalising the patriarchal Indian fam-
ily where the position of men stems from their
being “providers” in the relationship. And, de-
spite alegal provision, equal inheritance rights
continue to be elusive for a majority of
women. So, should dowry be converted to pol-
icy, with the rationale being to ensure at least
some gains are received by daughters from
the parental property? That would be a pol-
icy short-cut, but perhaps one that is more ef-
fective than salary for housework.

More than creating a new provision of

salary for housework, we need to strengthen
awareness, implementation and utilisation of
other existing provisions. Starting from the
right to reside in the marital home, to streed-
han and haq meher, to coparcenary and inher-
itance rights as daughters and to basic serv-
ices, free legal aid and maintenance in
instances of violence and divorce.

Our aim cannot be only to ensure “basic
income” to women. Women should be en-
couraged and helped to reach their full poten-
tial through quality education, access and op-
portunities of work, gender-sensitive and
harassment-free workplaces and attitudinal
and behaviour change within families to make
household chores more participative. Once
these conditions are met, working inside the
home or outside must be awoman’s choice, a
freedom that she can exercise for herself.

Just like we do not want women to com-
modify their reproductive services because of
theirinherently exploitative nature — we have,
therefore, banned commercial surrogacy in
the country — let us not allow commodifica-
tion of housework and personal care. At the
same time, let us not ask wives to do what hus-
bands can and need to do for themselves, ei-
ther out of love or in lieu of money. Let us also
raise our boys to be brothers, sons, husbands,
and fathers who would obviate the need for
such discussionitself.

The writer is a senior research scholar at
the Department of Social Work, Delhi
University

JANUARY 9, 1981, FORTY YEARS AGO

PM IN RAJASTHAN

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi warned of
military activities across the border in neigh-
bouring countries, and said that they were
getting arms from other countries. There
was also a talk of making an atom bomb, she
said. “We have to strengthen our country
and people so that we can meet internal and
external dangers and remove poverty,” she
said. Mrs Gandhi reminded the people in the
border districts of Barmer and Jaisalmer that
India conducted an atomic test at Pokhran
but is committed to peaceful use of nuclear
energy. On her visit to the two drought-hit
districts, she assured people of all support.

The only answer to combat drought was to
plant more trees, she said.

JESUITS TO THE AID

THE INDIAN SOCIAL Institute and the Jesuit
Conference of India today offered to take care
of the victims of the Bhagalpur blinding who
are currently sheltered in a Methodist
church. The offer came following a reportin
this paper that no voluntary association has
come forward to take care of the blinded in
spite of a Supreme Court order that all their
expenses will be borne by the Bihar govern-
ment. The details of the rehabilitation pro-
gramme will be worked out by the Indian

New Delhi

Social Institute and the Jesuit Conference.

SAILO’S SUGGESTION
MIZORAM CHIEF MINISTER Brigadier T Sailo
has asked for a general amnesty for all Mizo
National Front hostiles and to create condi-
tions for talks between the Centre and the
MNF chief Laldenga. Sailo made this sugges-
tion in meetings with the home minister
and prime minister in Delhi. The purpose of
this proposal is two-fold: To scotch MNF
propaganda that the Sailo ministry is creat-
ing hurdles in the way of talks and facilitate
the return of MNF rebels from across
the border.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The Capitol violence was merely the

ultimate and undeniable proof of what

was always evident: that this man is not only unfit for his office, he is also a

danger to democracy while he retains it .”

—THE GUARDIAN

The post-Covid priority

Budget needs to ramp up spending on health and education. Pandemic has
enhanced inequalities, shown up absence of safety nets

S MAHENDRA DEV

INDIA IS COMMITTED to achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by
2030, and social sector development is im-
portant in reaching them. Progress in this
sector has intrinsic (for its own sake) and in-
strumental (for higher growth) value. It is
needed even to build a $5 trillion economy
faster. Inequalities in India have been in-
creasing over time. COVID-19 has further
widened them. In this context, focus on so-
cial sector spending and efficiency in deliv-
ery systemsis essential. India has somewhat
progressed on bijli, sadak and paani, but it is
essential to invest in the social sector. The
Union Budget for 2021-22 can give medium-
term direction to the social sector by increas-
ing allocations, particularly in health and ed-
ucation and for social safety nets. No country
has progressed without investing in the so-
cial sector.

India’s progress in the social sector has
been much slower compared to its GDP
growth. The two primary factors that ad-
versely affect India’s human development
are low levels of health attainments and ed-
ucation: India ranks 131 out of 189 countries
on the Human Development Index.

Alook at the social sector expenditure
over the last few years (see table) shows that
the share of education as a percentage of GDP
hasbeen stagnant around 2.8-3 per cent dur-
ing 2014-15to 2019-20. In the case of health,
the expenditure as a percentage of GDP in-
creased from 1.2 per cent to 1.5 per cent. This
is lower than the required 2-3 per cent of
GDP.There seems to be an increase in expen-
diture on “other” services like sports, art and
culture, family welfare, water supply and
sanitation, labour and labour welfare etc.

The expenditures are inadequate in com-
parison to the problems in the sector. India’s
social sector in general, and health and ed-
ucation in particular, encounter significant
regional, social and gender disparities, slow
growth in public expenditures and problems
indelivery systems.

Anincrease in health expenditure is also
important to take care of the present and fu-
ture pandemics. Given the constraints,
health workers did exceptional work dur-
ing the pandemic. The experience of COVID-
19 has also shown that during pandemics
we tend to neglect non-pandemic related
patients. Health insurance is an important
component of health coverage. But, there is
no alternative to universal health coverage
including a focus on primary health centres
to achieve the goals of the health sector.
There are supply side problems regarding
the health infrastructure. It is essential to
have a huge increase in public expenditure
on health and provide accessible, affordable
and quality health coverage to all.

Another important issue in the social
sector is that of undernutrition. The NFHS-
5 report shows that malnutrition level has
reduced marginally in a few states and has
worsened in some other states, although
some other indicators have improved be-
tween 2015-16 and 2019-20. We can’t have
a society with 35 per cent of our children
suffering from malnutrition. Apart from un-
dernutrition, obesity seems to be increasing
inboth rural and urban areas. Access and af-

TRENDS IN SOCIAL SERVICES EXPENDITURE BY GENERAL GOVERNMENT

(COMBINED CENTRE AND STATES)

Item As percentage to GDP
2014-15 | 2015-16 | 2016-17 |2017-18 | 2018-19 RE | 2019-20BE
Of which (i) Education 28 28 2.8 2.8 el 31
(i) Health 1.2 13 14 14 1.5 16
(iii) Others 2.1 2.5 2.6 24 3.0 30

fordable diversified food intake is important
for reducing both undernutrition and obe-
sity. There is a need to raise allocations for
ICDS and other nutrition programmes. The
determinants of nutrition are agriculture,
health, women’s empowerment, including
maternal and child practices, social protec-
tion, nutrition education, sanitation and
drinking water. The Poshan Abhiyan is a
good programme, but has to cover all these
determinants with a multi-pronged ap-
proach to reduce undernutrition. The cost
of ignoring hunger and malnutrition will be
high for the country.

Similarly, quality education is key for
raising human development. The pandemic
has enhanced inequalities in education and
has revealed the widening digital gap.
Equality of opportunity in terms of quality
education is the key for raising human de-
velopment and for reducing inequalities in
the labour market. Several committees have
recommended that public expenditure on
education should be at 6 per cent of GDP.

Inthe last few years, the government has
done well in providing cooking gas (Ujjwala
Yojana) and electricity (Saubhagya Yojana),
introducing programmes such as Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan and initiatives for housing,
financial inclusion and providing loans to
the self-employed. These programmes have
helped the vulnerable sections, particularly
women. Another initiative of the govern-
ment was to facilitate direct benefit trans-
fers (DBT) for welfare schemes. These initia-
tives have to be continued.

The COVID-19 period also offers some

‘We cannot have a society
with slow progress in health
and education. India,
aspiring to be a global power,
should have a harmonious
and inclusive social sector
development. This is also
important for achieving the
SDGs, reducing inequalities
and achieving a $5 trillion
economy faster. Hopefully,
more attention will be given
to the social sector in the
forthcoming budget. Higher
social sector funding with
better implementation and
outcomes are needed.

CR Sasikumar

lessons on safety nets. It is known that mi-
grant workers were the most affected dur-
ing the pandemic and that they do not have
any safety nets. There is a need to have safety
nets like an employment guarantee scheme
for the urban poor and facilities for migrants.
Similarly in rural areas, allocations to MGN-
REGA have to be increased because of the
reverse migration.

The government should give more focus
to the social sector with better policies and
implementation. It has to work closely with
the states in revitalising the social sector as
major expenditures particularly on health
and education are met by them. The 15th
Finance Commission also seems to have
mentioned that health expenditure should
be increased to 2.1 per cent of GDP. The
Commission may also suggest some incen-
tives for states to increase health expendi-
ture. Both Centre and states should have a
five-year vision on the social sector with
bold measures.

We cannot have a society with slow
progress in health and education. India, as-
piring to be a global power, should have a
harmonious and inclusive social sector de-
velopment. This is also important for achiev-
ing the SDGs, reducing inequalities and
building a $5 trillion economy faster.
Hopefully, more attention will be given to
the social sector in the forthcoming budget.
Higher social sector funding with better im-
plementation and outcomes are needed.

The writer is director and vice-chancellor,
IGIDR, Mumbai.

Miscarriage of a reform

Flawed understanding of triple talaq law is leading to its misuse

TAHIR MAHMOOD

“ON APRELIMINARY analysisit is clear that
the appellant as the mother-in-law of the
second respondent (wife) cannot be ac-
cused of the offence of pronouncement of
triple talaq under the Act as the offence can
only be committed by a Muslim man (hus-
band),” a Supreme Court Bench led by
Justice DY Chandrachud observed in a re-
cent case decided under the Muslim
Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage)
Act of 2019, popularly known as the anti-
triple talaq law. The facts of the case show
that the Act is being as gravely misunder-
stood as was, and still is, the true Islamic law
on divorce.

The background of the anti-triple talaq
law needs to be explained. The blatantly
anti-women divorce customs prevalent in
pre-Islamic Arabia had been given a severe
blow by the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad who was, indeed, a great so-
cial reformer. Demonstrating the truth of
the saying “old habits die hard”, unscrupu-
lous men innovated, in the course of time,
ways and means to circumvent the
Prophet’s noble teachings. One of these was
the practice of triple talaq — repeating the
word “talaq” thrice — which was believed
to effect instant dissolution of marriage
leaving no room for any reconsideration or

reconciliation. Instead of nipping in the bud
thatabominable innovation, law men of the
time called it talag-ul-bidat and declared it
to be “sinful but effective”. This self-contra-
dictory concept remained in vogue for cen-
turies in Muslim societies across the globe.
Twentieth century reformers in some
Muslim-dominated lands at last woke up
to the need to save families from devasta-
tion and demanded that what was “sinful”
by religion must not be enforced by law.
Country after country in Asia and Africa
gradually abolished by legislation the de-
testable practice of triple talaq.

India took a much longer time to follow
suit. During British rule, courts accepted
and enforced this “sinful but effective” form
of divorce calling it a concept “bad in theol-
ogy but good in law.” In the early years after
Independence, some High Court judges —
VR Krishna Iyer of Kerala and Baharul Islam
of Assam among them — tried to awaken
the custodians of state authority to the need
for its abolition. A Muslim judge of Kerala
bemoaned: “Should Muslim wives suffer
this tyranny for all times? Should their per-
sonal law remain so cruel towards these un-
fortunate wives? Can it not be amended
suitably to alleviate their sufferings?” Social
reformers also demanded that what was

bad in theology should be bad in law too.
Finding that legislation required for it was
nowhere in sight, the apex court of the
country tried in some cases to indirectly
curb the archaic practice and eventually
outlawed it in the Shayara Bano case of
2017. The anti-triple talaq Act of 2019 was
the outcome of this judicial reform.
Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code
(cruelty to a woman by her husband or his
relatives)is often misused. This undeniable
fact was once acknowledged by the apex
court, though it had to withdraw under
feminist pressure the measures it had di-
rected to curb the trend. Like the said pro-
vision of the Penal Code, the anti-triple ta-
laq law of 2019 is also prone to misuse and
their dishonest combination may play
havoc with families. In the triple talaq case
under reference, lawyers of a Kerala woman
had included her husband’s mother in the
FIR filed against him under the 2019 Act by
vaguely alluding to the said IPC provision.
For understanding the commonsense fact
that this Act is meant to discipline erring
husbands only, the learned lawyers needed
a learning session with the apex court.
The provision for bail to be granted to
the accused husband under Section 7 of the
2019 Act has been particularly misunder-

stood. Many lawyers misbelieve that it over-
rides the general provision for anticipatory
bail under Section 438 of the Criminal
Procedure Code. Soon after the enactment
of the Act,aman accused of committing the
offence it had created sought anticipatory
bail in the Bombay High Court. His wife’s
lawyers argued that the non-obstante
clause in Section 7 of the Act had rendered
the CrPC provision inapplicable to cases un-
der its provisions. Rightly rejecting the argu-
ment, the court granted bail.

In contrast, in the case under reference,
the Kerala High Court had accepted the
same faulty argument to refuse bail to the
accused husband’s mother, who then had
to knock at the apex court’s doors.
Explaining the position under the Act, the
court emphatically held: “Parliament has
not overridden the provisions of Section
438 of the CrPC. There is no specific provi-
sionin Section 7(c), or elsewhere in the Act,
making Section 438 inapplicable to an of-
fence punishable under the Act.” The ver-
dictis a significant step towards preventing
the misuse of the anti-triple divorce law.

The writer is Distinguished Jurist Chair and
Professor of Eminence, Institute of
Advanced Legal Studies, Amity University

Nourishing
the nation

Improving diet of low-income households is only
way to address chronic malnutrition

The firstis the large dietary deficit among at
least 40 per cent of our population of all age
groups, brought out repeatedly in a succes-
sion of reports this decade — the National
Nutrition Monitoring Bureau’s Third Repeat
Survey (2012), NFHS 4, 2015-16, the NNMB
Technical Report Number 27, 2017. Clearly,
our current interventions are not being able

VEENA S RAO

to bridge this protein-calorie-micronutrient
deficit. The NHHS-4 and NFHS-5 surveys re-

IT IS NEARLY a month since the first phase
of the NFHS-5 survey was published. While
we await a response from the government
or any policy-making authority, several ar-
ticles by public health/policy experts have
appeared, expressing deep concern at the
deteriorating nutrition and anaemia indica-
tors, especially among children. More dete-
rioration in nutrition indicators following
the COVID-19 pandemic s feared in the next
phase of NFHS-5, primarily on account of
loss of livelihoods, reduced food consump-
tion among the poor and disruption of gov-
ernment nutrition programmes.

Most articles emphasise the need for
higher budgetary allocations for healthcare,
ICDS and monitoring systems. While these
are no doubt necessary, a debate must also
be initiated on whether the current pro-
grammes are adequate and effectively target
the root causes of malnutrition orif the strate-
gies require change.

The political executive and policymakers
mustalso note that unlike adisease outbreak,
which leads toanimmediate publicdemand
for government intervention, there may not
be any popular demand to address malnu-
trition — the public, by and large, does not
have adequate information about their afflic-
tion. All they know is that they are poor, get
tired easily, and their children fall ill often.
Hence, in the Indian context, it becomes the
responsibility of the government/civil soci-
ety to first provide information and aware-
ness to the community about malnutrition
and its causes, and then implement pro-
grammes to address them.

The government could start showing its
seriousness by examining the current nutri-
tion-related programmes, and analysing why
they are notable to reduce malnutrition faster.
Do they require complete overhaul? Should
additional interventions be introduced in
pockets, identified as high-burden districts?
Surely, there should be different norms and
moreintensive interventions within the ICDS
for these chronically malnourished pockets
with the poorest indicators.

How does the government plan to ad-
dress adolescent malnutrition (our future de-
mographicdividend)whichisasalarmingas
child malnutrition, and for which we have no
clear strategy in place yet? And, finally, we
need to know if the National Nutrition Policy
1993 is still operational. If it is, then there is
anurgent need to update it,and prioritise in-
terventions in accordance with the latest sur-
veys and research findings. If not, it seems
that we are attempting to address this invis-
ible scourge without a policy framework or
plan of action.

The discussion should also include an-
othervital question: Do the currentinterven-
tions address the root causes of malnutrition
inIndia? I refer to them as the three deficits.

veal an acute dietary deficit among infants
below two years, and considerable stunting
and wasting of infants below six months
(caused by foetal malnutrition/maternal di-
etary deficit). Unless this maternal/infant di-
etary deficit is addressed, we will not see
rapid improvement in our nutritional indi-
cators. Thisis a serious problem which needs
to be acknowledged and prioritised in the
public health/public policy agendas.

The next is the even bigger information
deficit at the household level, especially
among lower-income families. We do not
have a national [EC (information, education
and communication) programme that
reaches targeted households to bring about
the required behavioural change regarding
some basic but critical facts — for example,
about the importance of balanced diets in
low-income household budgets, proper ma-
ternal, child and adolescent nutrition and
healthcare. IECand behavioural change have
been highlighted in all our early Five-Year
Plans, but somehow, successive governments
have not been able to make it happen.

The largest deficit, which isamajor cause
of dietary deficiency and India’s chronic mal-
nutrition, pertains to inequitable market con-
ditions that deny affordable and energy-for-
tified food to children, adolescents and adults
in lower-income families. The market has
stacks of expensive fortified energy food and
beverages for higher income groups, but
nothing affordable for low-income groups
except non-nutritive junk that cost about
Rs 5.1t is perfectly possible to produce nutri-
tive fortified energy food for children within
Rs 5 from wheat, defatted soya, green gram,
and ragi malt, providing around 380 calories
from 25 grams. A feasibility study conducted
by KPMG in 2018 under the Karnataka Multi-
sectoral Nutrition Pilot Project reckons that
there is a market demand of 42 million
tonnes of low-cost energy food per year, but
strangely, no private entrepreneur wants to
enter this field. One wonders why;, in spite of
the mandate of the National Nutrition Policy
1983 and the National Plan of Action on
Nutrition 1995. The feasibility study also has
firm findings about a direct correlation be-
tween the high incidence of underweight,
stunting and wasting among children, low
body mass index and stunting among ado-
lescents, and the lack of low-cost fortified en-
ergy food in the market.

Raising the diet of our people from sub-
sistence level to higher levels of nourish-
ment by overcoming the triple deficit is the
only way to improve the nutritional indica-
tors of our population — amongst children,
adolescents and adults. We expect the gov-
ernment to show its seriousness and start
addressing this issue urgently through new
ideas and innovations.

The writer is former secretary,
Government of India

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

INTOLERANT INDIA?

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Bolne bhi
matdoyaaro’,( IEJanuary 8). The arrest
of comedian Munawar Faruqui raises
certain questions. First, do we still have
the fundamental right to freedom of
speech and expression in its real sense,
with “reasonable” restrictions, of
course? Second, do we still uphold the
principle of rule of law as guaranteed
under Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution? Third, are we not tolerant
enough to hear anything that is at even
a slight mismatch with our own no-
tions? Fourth, are we under the constant
threat of being prosecuted for our
words, if these words are against the
dominant beliefs of the society?
Incidents such as the one in Indore raise
questions about our legal system and
society, which has always believed in
the principle of tolerance.

Sarachana Sisodia, Delhi

A DARK DAY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, January 6’
(IE, January 8). January 6 will be remem-
bered as a black day in the annals of the
history of the US, when the world’s old-
est and most powerful democracy al-
lowed itslegislative heart — the US Capitol
— to be stormed by supporters of
President Donald Trump as a last-ditch,
desperate attempt to overturn the Joe
Biden victory. The US has, for long,
preached the values of democracy and ac-
countability. It is time to put itin practice.

SSPaul, Nadia
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DIVERSITY NEEDED
THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Business of
diversity’ (IE, January 8). The German
cabinet’s move is a great one to ensure
parity on corporate boards. If, despite
SEBI’s direction of having at least one
woman on board, Indian Incdoes not toe
the line, the Indian government may be
forced to follow Germany’s lead.

Bal Govind, Noida

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Business of
Diversity’ (IE, January 8). Stereotypical
notions that women belong in the pri-
vate sphere, or that they are better off at
the lower positions ina corporate hierar-
chy — as higher up the ladder, only men
canrun the show —are factors contribut-
ing to the low numbers of women in
leadership roles in Indian business.
Anamika Priyadarshani, New Delhi
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UAE Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs
Anwar Gargash

THE GULF

UAE toreopen
allentry points
with Qatar after

thawindispute

THEUNITED Arab Emirates
will reopen all its land, sea
and air entry points with
Qatar starting Saturday,
state news agency WAM re-
ported on Friday. Saudi
Arabia announced a break-
throughinendingadispute
between Gulf Arab states
and Qatar at a summit on
Tuesday, with its foreign
minister saying Riyadhand
its allies would restore all
ties with Doha severed in
mid-2017.Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Bahrainand Egyptim-
posed the embargo on
Qatar over allegations that
it supports terrorism. UAE
Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Anwar Gargash said
Arab states boycotting Qatar
could resume travel and
trade links with Doha
within a week. REUTERS

IRAN
Revolutionary
Guards unveil
underground

missile base

IRAN'SELITE Revolutionary
Guards unveiled an under-
ground missile base at an
undisclosed Gulf location
on Friday, Iranian state me-
dia reported, at a time of
heightened tension be-
tween Tehran and the
United States. “The base is
one of several bases hous-
ing the Guards’ Navy’s
strategic missiles,” the state
media quoted the head of
the Guards, Major General
Hossein Salami, as saying.
Last year, the Guards said
[ran had built underground
“missile cities” along the
Gulf coastline, warning of a
“nightmare for Iran’s ene-
mies”. REUTERS

PAKISTAN
Mainaccusedin
Hindu temple

vandalism held

PAKISTANI POLICE on
Friday claimed to have
arrested the main
accused in the
vandalisation of a Hindu
temple by a mob led by
members of a radical
Islamist party in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.
The main accused,
identified as Faizullah,
was arrested from Karak
district, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa police chief
Sanaullah Abbasi said on
Friday. Abbasi said
Faizullah instigated the
mob to attack the temple.
Pakistan’s top court has
ordered that the temple
be reconstructed. PTI

SOUTH KOREA
Court tells Japan
tocompensate

‘comfort women’

A SOUTH Korean court for
the first time on Friday or-
dered Japan to compensate
12 women who were
forced to work in its
wartime brothels, a ruling
that drew a rebuke from
Tokyo and threatened to
rekindle a diplomatic feud
between the two countries.
Reminders of Japan's 1910~
45 colonial rule of the
Korean peninsula are con-
tentious for both sides, with
many surviving “comfort
women” — a Japanese eu-
phemism for the sex abuse
victims — demanding
Tokyo's formal apology and
compensation. REUTERS

— CONCERN IN WASHINGTON OVER WHAT THE PRESIDENT WILL DONEXT— \WHQO’s Swaminathan

Pelosiasks US’ top general about

restricting Trump’s milita

Seeks to ensure President cannot
initiate hostilities or order a nuclear
strike in his remaining days in office

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 8

HOUSE SPEAKER Nancy Pelosi
spoke to the top US military
commander on Friday about tak-
ing precautions to ensure that
Republican President Donald
Trump cannot initiate hostilities
ororderanuclear strike in his re-
maining 12 days in office.

Pelosi said in a letter to
Democratic lawmakers that she
spoke to Army General Mark
Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, about what measures are
available torein in the Republican
president. Trump, angry about his
electionloss, incited supportersin
the days before an invasion of the
US Capitol on Wednesday.

“The situation of this un-
hinged President could not be
more dangerous,and we mustdo
everything that we can to protect
the American people from his un-
balanced assault on our country
and our democracy,” Pelosi said in
aletter to colleagues.

While Pelosi’s letter highlights
the concern among lawmakers
about what Trump may try to do
during his remaining time in of-
fice, there are questions about
what Milley or anyone could ac-
tually do to stop a President from
using nuclear weapons.

“There is no legal way to do
this. The president has sole, un-
fettered authority to order the
use of nuclear weapons with no
‘second vote’ required,” said
Jeffrey Lewis, a professor at the
Middlebury Institute of
International  Studies at
Monterey in California.

Milley's office said that Pelosi
had initiated the call and Milley
“answered her questions regard-
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The situation of this
unhinged President could
not be more dangerous,
and we must do everything
that we can to protect the
American people from his
unbalanced assault onour
country and our
democracy.”

NANCY PELOSI
U.S. HOUSE SPEAKER

ing the process of nuclear com-
mand authority.”

A US official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said that
any use of nuclear weapons is a
highly deliberative process.

Democratic President-elect
Joe Biden takes office on Jan. 20.
Trump said earlier on Friday he
would not attend the inaugura-
tion, breaking with long-stand-
ing tradition in American presi-
dential transitions.

Pelosi, the top Democrat in
Congress, also said she had not
heard back from Vice President
Mike Pence about whether he
would agree to top Democrats're-
quest that he invoke the 25th
Amendment to remove Trump
from office “for his incitement of
insurrection and the danger he still
poses.” She said “we still hope to
hear from him as soon as possible
witha positive answer.”

Iy power

Aworkman walks through the Capitol’s Rotunda after cleaning debris outside the office of
Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, on the day after a mob stormed the US Congress. AP

US transport, education secys quit
in staff exodus after Capitol chaos

DAVID SHEPARDSON,
MATT SPETALNICK

& STEVEHOLLAND
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 8

USTRANSPORTATION Secretary
Elaine Chao and Education
Secretary Betsy DeVos resigned
on Thursday, joining a growing
list of aides leaving President
Donald Trump’s administration
in protest at the storming of the
US Capitol by his supporters.

Chao, the wife of Senate
Republican Leader Mitch
McConnell, said in an email to
staff that the mob attack “has
deeply troubled me in a way that
[ simply cannot set aside.” She
said her resignation will take ef-
fect on Monday.

With less than two weeks left
of Trump’s presidency, many

TOP AIDES WHO QUIT AFTER WEDNESDAY

M Betsy DeVos
Education Secretary
M Elaine Chao
Transportation Secretary
H Mick Mulvaney
Special envoy to Northern
Ireland
M Tyler Goodspeed
White House Council of
Economic Advisers

B Matthew Pottinger
Deputy NSA
H John Costello
Dy Assistant Commerce Secy
M Stephanie Grisham
First Lady’s Chief of Staff
M Rickie Niceta
Social Secretary
Ml Sarah Matthews
Deputy Press Secretary

aides were already heading for
the door, making some of their
resignations symbolic gestures.

But the sudden exodus sug-
gested revulsionamong some over
Trump’s encouragement of sup-
porters who broughtviolent chaos
tothe Capitolon Wednesdayinan
ultimately futile bid to prevent for-

Policeman dies from injuries, security officials quit

LISAMASCARO &
MATTHEW DALY
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 8

A POLICE officer has died from
injuries sustained as President
Donald Trump’s supporters
stormed the Capitol, a violent
siege that is forcing hard ques-
tions about the defeated
President’s remaining days in of-
fice and the ability of the Capitol
Police to secure the area.

The US Capitol Police saidina
statement that Officer Brian D.
Sicknick was injured “while
physically engaging with pro-
testers” during the Wednesday
riot. He is the fifth person to die
because of the melee.

The rampage that has shocked
the world and left the country on

Allegations of double standards

SEVERALACTIVISTS
and some lawmakers
have pointed out that
the response by the se-
curity apparatus to the
mob of mostly-white Trump
supporters stands in stark con-
trast with how anti-racism
protesters were treated last
year during country-wide

EXPLAINED

demonstrations. Police
were, ona number of
occasions last year, ac-
® cused of using excessive
force on peaceful pro-
testers, leading to allegations
that they were following differ-
ent standards in showing great
restraint with Trump support-
ers who stormed the Capitol.

edge forced the resignations of
three top Capitol security officials
over the failure to stop the breach.
Itled lawmakers to demand are-
view of operations and an FBI
briefing over what they called a
“terroristattack”. Anditis prompt-

ing a broader reckoning over
Trump's tenure in office and what
comes next for a torn nation.
One protester, a white
woman, was shot to death by
Capitol Police, and there were
dozens of arrests. Three other

people died after “medical emer-
gencies” related to the breach.

Sicknick had returned to his
division office after the incident
and collapsed, the statement
said. He was taken to alocal hos-
pital where he died on Thursday.

Two House Democrats on
committees overseeing the
Capitol police budgets said those
responsible need to be held to
answer for the “senseless” death.

US Capitol Police Chief Steven
Sund, under pressure from con-
gressional leaders, was forced to
resign. Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell asked for and
received the resignation of the
Sergeant at Arms of the Senate,
Michael Stenger, effective imme-
diately. Paul Irving, the longtime
Sergeant at Arms of the House,
also resigned. AP

These are the rioters who stormed the Capitol

Mob that rampaged Congress included white supremacists, conspiracy theorists

SABRINATAVERNISE &
MATTHEW ROSENBERG
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 8

THERE WERE infamous white
nationalists and noted conspir-
acy theorists who have spread
dark visions of pedophile
Satanists running the country.
Others were more anonymous,
people who had journeyed from
Indiana and South Carolina to
heed President Donald Trump’s
call to show their support. One
person, a West Virginia law-
maker, had only been elected to
office in November.

All of them converged
Wednesday on the grounds of
the US Capitol, where hundreds
of rioters crashed through barri-
cades, climbed through win-
dows and walked through doors,
wandering around the hallways
with a sense of gleeful desecra-
tion, because, for a few breath-
taking hours, they believed that
they had displaced the very
elites they said they hated.

“We wanted to show these
politicians that it’s us who's in
charge, not them,” said a con-
struction  worker  from
Indianapolis, whois40 and iden-

tified himself only as Aaron. He
declined to give his last name,
saying, “I'm not that dumb.”

As the country sifts through
the shards of what happened in
Washington on Wednesday, what
comes into focus in the storming
of the Capitol is a jumbled constel-
lation of hard-core Trump sup-
porters: a largely white crowd,
many of them armed with bats,
shields and chemical spray; some
carried Confederate flags and
wore costumes of fur and horns
inspired by QAnon; they were
mostly men, but there were
women, too.

Wednesday, the Metropolitan
Police detained 68 people, plus the
14 picked up by the Capitol Police
during the unrest. Dozens more
people were still being sought by
federal authorities. Their number
included a 60-year-old gun rights

{ Trump
supporters
confront police
inside the
Capitol building
Wednesday. NYT

activist from Arkansas who was
pictured sitting in Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s office, men in tactical gear
taking selfiesinthe Rotundaanda
woman in the House chamber,
carrying a QAnon-inspired sign
about children.

Some of those who had also
surged forward in the crowd
seemed to show a bewildered
wonder at what they were see-
ing in front of them. A few re-
marked on the opulence of the
Capitol building and offices, a
quality that seemed to confirm
their suspicions about the cor-
ruption of Washington.

As authorities try to identify
those inthe mob, some will beless
hard to pindown thanothers. The
groupincluded some well-known
figures from the conspiratorial
right, including Jake Angeli, who
has pushed the false QAnon claims

that Trump was elected to save the
US from deep-state bureaucrats
and prominent Democrats who
worship Satanand abuse children.
He was pictured sitting in
Congress in a viking helmet and
furs. Angeli, who is known as the
“QShaman,” has been a fixture in
the pro-Trump protests in Arizona
since the election.

There were also leaders from
the Proud Boys, a far-right group
whose participants have espoused
misogynistic and anti-immigrant
views, such as Nick Ochs, a failed
Hawaii state legislature candidate
and member of a collective called
“Murder the Media.” Chris Hood
and members of his National
Socialist Club, a neo-Nazi group,
posted photos on Telegram from
outside the Capitol on Wednesday.
And the Three Percenters, a far-
right armed group, were seen
gathered in Washington’s
Freedom Plaza on Tuesday night,
most wearing helmets and Kevlar
vests adorned with the group’s
symbol,a Roman numeral three.

The mob came from the
broader crowd, tens of thousands
of Trump’s most loyal supporters.
A number of people interviewed
said they had never been to
Washington before. NYT

mal certification of Democrat Joe
Biden'’s election victory.

The White House did not re-
spond to a request for comment
on the latest resignations.

Deputy national security ad-
viser Matt Pottinger; aleading aide
onTrump’s China policy, also quit
abruptly Wednesday. REUTERS

The Justice Department
generally asserts that sitting
Presidents cannot be
charged with a crime

Justice Dept does
not rule out
pursuing charges
against Trump
over inciting riot

KATIE BENNER
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 8

THE US Justice Department said
onThursday that it would not rule
out pursuing charges against
President Trump for his possible
role in inciting the mob that
marched to the Capitol, over-
whelmed officers and stormed
the building a day earlier.

“We are looking at all actors,
not only the people who went
into the building,” Michael
Sherwin, the US attorney in
Washington, told reporters.

Sherwin was asked whether
such targets would include
Trump, who exhorted support-
ers during arally near the White
House, telling them that they
could never “take back our coun-
try with weakness.” Propelled by
Trump’s baseless claims of elec-
tionirregularities, the protesters
had gathered to demonstrate
against Congress'’s certification
of Joe Biden’s Electoral College
victory and moved on to the
Capitol after the President’s rally.

Sherwin said he stood by his
statement. “We’re looking at all
actors,” he said. “If the evidence
fits the elements of a crime,
they're going to be charged.”

The Justice Department gen-
erally asserts that sitting Presidents
cannot be charged with a crime,
but that protection covers Trump
for only 13 more days. NYT

New Delhi

expresses concern over
S African virus variant

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, JANUARY 8

VIRUSES KEEP evolving but the
South African variant of the
novel coronavirus does pose
concerns, WHO chief scientist
Dr Soumya Swaminathan said.

“Preliminary experiments
have shown that monoclonal an-
tibodies that were effective
against SARS-CoV-2 (the virus
that causes Covid-19) are less ef-
fective against the South Africa
variant,” Swaminathan said.

The new coronavirus variant
is driving a second wave of infec-
tions in South Africa. It has also
spread to other countries in Africa
and Europe, and concerns have
been raised about how it would
respond to Covid-19 vaccines.
South Africa named the variant
501Y.V2 because of the N501Y
mutation they found in the spike
protein that the virus uses to gain
entry into cells within the body.
This mutation wasalso foundina
different strain of the virus that the
UK had notified the WHO about
in December.

Experts believe that the UK
variantis not likely to affect the ef-
ficacy of the vaccines currently be-
ing rolled out, but there is uncer-
tainty regarding the South African
variant. “The mutations in the
spike protein make this South
African variant more of a concern
asitisless vulnerable to some an-
tibodies,” anew study published
in pre-print database bioRxiv has

WHO chief scientist
Dr Soumya Swaminathan

PFIZER STUDY SAYS
VACCINE WORKS
AGAINST VARIANT

NEW RESEARCH suggests
that Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine
can protect against a muta-
tion found in two highly con-
tagious variants of the coron-
avirus that erupted in Britain
and South Africa. Pfizer
teamed with researchers
from the University of Texas
Medical Branch in Galveston
for laboratory tests to see if
the mutation affectedits vac-
cine’s efficacy. The study is
preliminary and has not yet
beenreviewed by experts. AP

suggested.

According to Swaminathan,
the serum of persons who have
been administered Covid vac-
cines are now being tested in
labs in the UK and South Africa
to check whether the vaccines
are effective against the South
African strain. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

WHO: Amid short
supplies, vaccine doses
can be six weeks apart

JAMEY KEATEN
GENEVA, JANUARY 8

WORLD HEALTH Organisation
experts on Friday issued recom-
mendations that the interval be-
tween administration of two
doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cine against the coronavirus can
be extended to up to six weeks.

WHO'’s Strategic Advisory
Group of Experts on immuniza-
tion, known as SAGE, formally
publishedits advice aftera full re-
view of that vaccine, which is the
first to get emergency approval
from the UN health agency to fight
the Covid-19 pandemic. It said an
interval of 21 to 28 days between
the doses is recommended.

But the UN health agency also
noted that “anumber of countries
face exceptional circumstances of
vaccine supply constraints com-
bined with a high disease bur-
den,” and said some have been
considering delaying the admin-
istration of a second dose asa way
to broaden initial coverage.

The agency said this “prag-
matic approach” could be consid-
ered asaresponse to “exceptional
epidemiological circumstances.”

“WHO's recommendation at
present is that the interval be-
tween doses may be extended up
to42 days (6 weeks), on the basis
of currently available clinical trial

LONDON DECLARES
COVID EMERGENCY

London: London declared a
major incident on Friday be-
causeits hospitals were atrisk
of being overwhelmed by a
highly transmissible variant
of the coronavirusracing “out
of control” in the UK. London
Mayor Sadiq Khan said: “We
are declaringamajorincident
because the threat this virus
poses to our city is at crisis
point.” REUTERS

BRITAIN APPROVES
MODERNA VACCINE

London: The UK’s regulatory
authority on Friday approved
a third Covid-19 vaccine for
use in the country, made by
Moderna. However, supplies
of the new jab are not ex-
pected tobeavailable until the
spring. The UK has pre-or-
dered 7 milliondoses. Intrials,
the Moderna vaccine offered
nearly 95 per cent protection
from severe Covid. PTI

data,” it said, adding: “Should ad-
ditional data become available on
longer intervals between doses,
revision of this recommendation
will be considered.” AP

Indonesian cleric
linked to bombings in
Bali freed from prison

NINIEK KARMINI
JAKARTA, JANUARY 8

AFIREBRAND clericwho inspired
bombings inBaliand other attacks
walked free from an Indonesian
prison Friday after completing his
sentence for funding the training
of Islamic militants.

Police said they will monitor
the activities of Abu Bakar Bashir,
whois 82 and ailing. His son said
Bashir will avoid activities out-
side his home due to the coron-
avirus pandemic.

The slender, white-bearded
Bashir, an Indonesian of Yemeni
descent, was the spiritual leader
of the al-Qaida-linked Jemaah
Islamiyah network behind the
2002 bombings on the touristis-
land of Bali that killed 202 peo-
ple, mostly foreign tourists, in-
cluding 88 Australians, leaving a
deep scar in that country.

Bashirwas imprisonedin2011

Abu Bakar Bashir leavesin a
van after his release from
prison in Bogor, West Java,
Indonesia, on Friday. AP

for his links to a militant training
camp in religiously conservative
Aceh province. He was convicted
of funding the military-style camp
totrainIslamic militants and sen-
tenced to 15 years in jail.

He received a total of 55
months of sentence reductions,
whichare often granted to prison-
ers on major holidays, said a
spokesperson for the Justice
Ministry. AP
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The return of bird flu
300,000
262,272 With the novel coronavirus still rampant, fear of a new virus — which causes bird flu — has spread. This
! 295 449 virus does not normally spread from human to human — however, earlier outbreaks caused considerable
250,000 o —— Ty losses to the poultry industry. Several states have reported deaths of birds, but mostly non-domesticated
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migratory species reported dead

ODISHA: 120 poultry birds dead in
Khurda district; government says
all samples so far have returned
negative for bird flu

UTTAR PRADESH: At least 10
crows found dead in Sonbhadra
district; officials say cold and
pollution likely cause; samples
sent for testing

RAJASTHAN: A total 2,166 birds
dead up to Friday; including 1,706
crows and 136 peacocks

CHHATTISGARH: 4 crows were
found dead on Thursday; samples
sent for tests. Samples have been
picked from seven government
poultry farms too

DELHI: Around 20 crows reported
dead over the last few days in East
Delhi; samples sent for testing

AFTER BIRD flu (avian influenza) was con-
firmed in Kerala, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Haryana, and Himachal Pradesh,
high alert has been sounded in Maharashtra.
Several states, which have been reporting
deaths of birds, including crows and migra-
tory species, are scrambling to have samples
tested for the virus.

As anxiety spreads, there is fear of a fresh
blow to the poultry industry — reports have
been coming in of people giving up chicken
and eggs, and of prices beginning to fall.

Note: The Jan 7 figure in this graph is based on the government update on Jan 8

INDIA TOTAL CASES
10,413,417

WORLD TOTAL CASES
88,389,886

Source: Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, updated at 11pmonJan8

Source: Johns Hopkins University,
updatedat 11pmonJan8

The infection

Bird flu or avian influenza is the name
used to describe a viral infection that is re-
ported mostly in birds, but has the potential
to affect humans and other animals. The
most common strain of the virus that causes
severe respiratory disease in birds is H5N1;
various other strains like H7, H8 too, cause
infection.

The virus was first reported in geese in
China in 1996. Since then, outbreaks have
beenreported periodically across the world.
India reported the presence of the virus in
Nandurbar, Maharashtra, in 2006, which led
to large-scale culling of poultry birds.

Samples from Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, and Kerala have tested positive for
the A (H5NS8) strain of the virus, while sam-
ples from Himachal Pradesh have shown the

Role of agriculture: Why
this economic slump is
different from past ones

An wildlife department doctor collects a swab from a duck at Manda park in
Jammu on Thursday. Several states and UTs have sounded a bird flu alert. AP

in both domesticated and wild birds.

This time, most infections have been re-
ported either in wild birds, crows or migra-
tory birds, Dr A S Ranade, Dean, Bombay
Veterinary College, said. Since 2006, the
poultry industry has developed bio safety
zones around farms, which has stopped
commercially reared birds from coming in

most 60 per cent — is the main cause of con-
cern about the spread of bird flu. In its pres-
ent form, human-to-human infection is not
known — human infections have been re-
ported only among people who have han-
dled infected birds or carcasses.

to temperatures over 70 degrees Celsius.
Unlike in South East Asian countries, both
meat and eggs in India are eaten well cooked,
which sees them being exposed to over 100
degrees Celsius. Thus the chances of humans
contracting the virus from eating chicken and
eggs is extremely rare,” he said.

How common is it? India consumes 30 crore poultry birds

presence of A(H5NT1). Between 2006 and December 31,2018, contact with any foreign feed or bird, Dr  and 900 crore eggs per month on average.
L. India reported 225 epicenters of bird fluin-  Ranade said. Atthe start of the Covid-19 pandemic, the
Human transmission fection, which led to the culling of 83.49 lakh poultry industry suffered a body blow after
The H5N1 virus can jump species and  birds, with farmers being paid Rs 2637 crore ~ Poultry meat, eggs unsubstantiated rumours linked the spread

infect humans from the infected bird. The
first case of H5N1 infection in humans was
reported in Hong Kong in 1997, when a
poultry farm worker caught the infection
from infected birds.

The high mortality rate in humans — al-

What’s new in WhatsApp’s privacy policy

DrRanade pointed out that the chances of
the H5N1 virus infecting humans is compar-
atively low in India as compared to South
East Asian countries, mainly because of the
difference in culinary habits.

“The virus dies immediately if exposed

of the disease with consumption of chicken
and eggs. Within a span of two months, the
industry suffered losses of around $ 1 billion,
as people kept away from eggs and poultry
meat. While the industry has managed to get
back on its feet, production remains low.

in compensation.

Interestingly, Maharashtra which was the
first state to report the infection, has not seen
anoutbreak since 2006. Odisha, Tripura, and
West Bengal are among the states that have
reported repeated outbreaks of the infection

Agriculture is expected to show growth in a gloomy year. Express Archive

shrink 7.2%, agriculture and allied activi-
ties are set to post 3.4% growth. Far from
being a drag, ‘Bharat’ kept ‘India’ going
during the worst phase of Covid-19 and
the nationwide lockdown. Had the farm
sector not grown at all, the GVA decline
would have worked out to 7.7%, not 7.2%.

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

THE 7.2% fall in gross value added (GVA)
for 2020-21, as per the National Statistical
Office’s first advance estimates released

on Thursday, would be the sharpest ever

those years — 1979-80 (minus 5.2%),
1972-73 (minus 0.3%), 1965-66 (minus
3.7%) and 1957-58 (minus 1.2%) — was
lower than the 7.2% being projected for

Different this time

Incidentally, in 2019-20 as well, agricul-

recorded in India. tural growth at 4% surpassed the 3.9% for
. the economy as a whole.
Earlier slumps
There have been four earlier occasions  Monsoon boost

when the country’s GVA—whichis GDPnet
of all taxes and subsidies on products and,
hence, a more accurate measure of eco-
nomic activity — has suffered contraction.

The extent of negative growth in

Agriculture’s relatively better per-
formance in the last two years is largely a
result of consecutive years of good mon-
soon (and also post-monsoon) rains.
Recharged groundwater tables and reser-
voirs getting filled to near capacity — be-
sides farming operations being exempted
from lockdown restrictions — led to in-
crease in crop acreages and higher pro-

the current fiscal. duction.
But it isn’t just the bigger decline in .
GVA/GDPthis time thatisstriking Equally ~ Share in economy

significantis the fact thatin each of those
four previous years, the primary culprit
was agriculture. All four were drought
years — and the farm sector (agriculture,
forestry and fishing) registered minus
12.8% growth in 1979-80, minus 5% in
1972-73, minus 11% in 1965-66 and mi-
nus4.5%in 1957-58. In effect, the woes of
‘Bharat’ impacted the rest of the economy.

If Bharat’s doing well hasn’t prevented
the worst economic slump since inde-
pendence, the reason is simple. In 1979-
80, agriculture’s share in India’s GDP at
constant prices was 33.9%; in 1957-58, it
was 48.2%. Adrought year in those times
invariably translated into low/negative
growth rates.

It is different today. The share of agri-

culture in real GVA was only 14.6%in 2019-

This has not been the case in 2020-21.
While overall GVA is expected to

20.Thatis estimated to go up to 16.3% this
fiscal, but not enough to make a different
even in a bountiful monsoon year.

SHRUTIDHAPOLA
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 8

WHATSAPP HAS updated its privacy policy,
and users have until February 8 to accept the
new terms and conditions. The new policy
says how user data is impacted when there
isinteraction with a business on the platform,
and provides more details on integration with
Facebook, WhatsApp’s parent company.

Will WhatsApp share your messages
with Facebook?

No. The privacy policy does not change the
way WhatsApp treats personal chats.
WhatsApp remains end-to-end encrypted —
no third party canread them. In a statement,
WhatsApp said: “The update does not change
WhatsApp’s data sharing practices with
Facebook and does not impact how people
communicate privately with friends or fam-
ily... WhatsApp remains deeply committed
to protecting people's privacy.”

What data will WhatsApp share with
Facebook?

Data exchange with Facebook s in fact, al-
ready taking place. While users in the
European Union can opt out of data-sharing

with Facebook, the rest of the world does not
have the same choice.

WhatsApp shares the following informa-
tion with Facebook and its other companies:
account registration information (phone
number), transaction data (WhatsApp now
has payments in India), service-related infor-
mation, information on how you interact
with others (including businesses), mobile
device information, and IP address. It is also
collecting more information at a device hard-
ware level now.

Why does this data exchange with
Facebook matter?

The policy gives reasons for the data-shar-
ing with Facebook: from ensuring better se-
curity and fighting spam to improving user
experience, which were there in the previous
policy as well.

But the new policy is a further sign of
WhatsApp's deeper integration into the
Facebook group of companies. CEO Mark
Zuckerberg in 2019 talked about his cross-
platform vision across Facebook Messenger,
Instagram and WhatsApp — he called it “in-
teroperability”.

Instagram’s Direct Messages and
Facebook Messenger have already been inte-
grated. Facebook wants to bring more serv-

How a WNBA team helped a Black Democrat

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 8

THAT PLAYERS of Georgia’s Women'’s
National Basketball Association (WNBA)
team Atlanta Dream — named after Dr
Martin Luther King Jr — campaigned for a
Black Democrat in the state’s Senate runoff
race, isn’t surprising.

What made this latest statement in the
months of quiet, persistent protests fasci-
nating was that the Democratic candidate,
the Rev. Raphael Warnock, was contesting
against the co-owner of Atlanta Dream, the
sitting Republican Senator Kelly Loeffler.

Warnock defeated Loeffler in the
January 5 runoff, becoming the first Black
Democratic Senator from the US South.

A pastor since 2005 at the Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Atlanta, Warnock
preaches from the same pulpit that Dr King
occupied from 1960 until his assassination
in 1968. The funerals of both Dr King and
the civil rights icon Congressman John
Lewis were held at this historic church.

Loeffler had asked the 67 per cent Black-
majority WNBA to stay away from Black Lives
Matter (BLM) protests. Appalled, her team
responded by wearing “Vote Warnock” shirts
attelevised warm-ups through the summer.

The defiance of Atlanta Dream found
raging support in other WNBA teams.

So what exactly did Loeffler do?

In July 2020, as a renewed wave of BLM
protests raged across the US and sportsper-
sons around the world came out in solidar-
ity, Loeffler wrote to WNBA Commissioner
Cathy Engelbert urging her to “remove poli-
tics from sports”, and to drop the league’s de-
cision to dedicate the season to social justice.

Atatime when the delayed season was
re-assembling, and the mood of protest was
front, right and centre on the playing courts,
Loeffler, seeking to pander to pro-Trump
Georgia Republicans, denounced the
women players for their support to the BLM
and Say Her Name movements triggered by
the police murders of George Floyd and
Breonna Taylor.

How did Atlanta Dream players react?

Aghast that their owner would seek to
stifle their voices, the team’s players con-
sulted lawyers and players unions in August
to decide on a strategy. Union president
Nneka Ogwumike of the Los Angeles Sparks
and Seattle Storm’s champion player Sue
Bird suggested the team should check out
Loeffler’s Senate competition in the
November elections.

Atlanta Dream players (from left) Blake Dietrick, Elizabeth Williams, Betnijah
Laney, Glory Johnson, Chennedy Carter in Warnock shirts. Elizabeth Williams via The NYT

At the time, Rev. Warnock was still not
widely known. Stacey Abrams, the respected
Democratic political organiser who had nar-
rowly lost the race for Governor earlier,
helped players across the league meet with
Warnock over Zoom. Once assured, the
league got behind the Democratic nominee.

What did the players actually do?
From August, the Dream donned

Warnock’s name on their warm-up gearin
televised games. For a whole week, other
WNBA teams from New York, Seattle,
Chicago, and Phoenix too, wore “Vote
Warnock” shirts during warmups in tele-
vised games.

Dream guard Renee Montgomery sat
out the 2020 WNBA season to focus on so-
cial justice initiatives and mass voter educa-
tion about the Black victims of police brutal-

ices to WhatsApp, and has added a feature
called Rooms. The integration has been tak-
ing place for a while now.

Does it mean WhatsApp will use your
data for ads?

WhatsApp doesn’t show ads yet, and the
reported plans appear to have been shelved.
If you are worried that personal messages will
be used to target ads on WhatsApp, that won’t
happen because they are encrypted.

But the increased data sharing with
Facebook will be used to improve ad experi-
ence across other products of the company.

Is WhatsApp storing messages?

No, says WhatsApp. According to the pri-
vacy policy, once a message is delivered, it is
“deleted” from the company’s servers.
WhatsApp stores a message only when it
“cannot be delivered immediately” — the
message can then stay onits servers “for up to
30days” in an encrypted form as WhatsApp
continues to try to deliver it. If undelivered
even after 30 days, the message is deleted.

What does the policy say about data
shared with businesses?

The new policy explains how businesses
get data when a user interacts with them on

the platform: content shared with a business
on WhatsApp will be visible to “several peo-
ple in that business”. This is important be-
cause WhatsApp now has over 50 million
business accounts. For WhatsApp, thisis a po-
tential monetisation model.

The policy says that some “businesses
might be working with third-party service
providers (which may include Facebook) to
help manage their communications with
their customers”. To understand how the
business is handling the information you
share with them, WhatsApp recommends
that users read the “business’ privacy policy
or contact the business directly”.

Do you have to accept the privacy policy?
Yes, this is standard practice for most soft-

ware. If you don’t want to, you can delete your

account and switch to another service.

Alot of people seem to be switching to
Signal from WhatsApp.

Signalis another messaging app, free and
end-to-end encrypted, and which has gained
a popularity push in light of the new
WhatsApp policy. WhatsApp uses Signal’s
protocol for its encryption. But Signal is not
owned by any corporation, and is run by a
nonprofit.

make Senate history

ity. They sustained the movement right up
to this week, urging voters to track online if
their vote had been counted.

How did the league respond?

After Loeffler dubbed BLM “mob rule”,
the league distanced itself, clarifying she
wasn'’t part of day-to-day operations of the
team. “The WNBA is based on the principle
of equal and fair treatment of all people and
we, along with the teams and players, will
continue to use our platforms to vigorously
advocate for social justice,” the league said.

The views of Loeffler — who has also
taken positions against abortion rights while
owning awomen'’s franchise — invited calls
for a sanction from WNBA superstars Bird,
Natasha Cloud of the Washington Mystics,
and Skylar Diggins-Smith of the Phoenix
Mercury. Dream players never mentioned
Loeffler by name or attacked her — they just
grew stronger in support of Rev. Warnock.

The league kicked off the season with
uniforms bearing names of Floyd and
Taylor, a leap from 2016 when black shirts
were fined. WNBA — which Penn State pro-
fessor Amira Rose Davis told The New York
Times was “coded as younger, more urban,
more woke” — had taken up cudgels at least
two years before the NBA stirred to BLM.
The league has 144 players who have fought

New Delhi

for equal pay for years, and “developed this
backbone”, Bird said.

How did the players’ support help
Warnock in the Senate runoff?

Within three days of the players com-
ing out sporting Warnock shirts, his cam-
paign raised more than $236,000 in online
donations, The NYT reported.

Warnock would eventually win the
January 5 Senate race with 92 per cent of
the Black vote — and also give a leg-up to
his fellow Senate runner, Georgian
Democrat Jon Ossof, the son of Jewish im-
migrants, who won the second runoff.

What about the basketball team’s
ownership now?

Loeffler has said she has no plans to sell,
even though NBA legend LeBron James has
announced that he has put together a con-
sortium willing to buy.

Loeffler — who was accused last year of
benefitting from privileged Covid-19 infor-
mation in unfair stock trades — did an
about-turn on plans to challenge Biden’s
victory in the Senate after the January 6 in-
vasion of the Capitol by Trump’s mob.

Defeated, and her personal integrityina
shambles, it remains to be seen if she can
hold on to the Dream.
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NESCO UTILITY

Head Office: Januganj, Balasore-756019,
Email-purchase@nescoodisha.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Tender Notice No. NESCO Utility / Line & S/S materials /20 /20-21/158 Dt: 07.01.2021

For and on behalf of NESCO Ultility , sealed tenders are invited
in duplicate in two part bidding system from eligible bidders, who
comply with the terms & conditions and specification laid down in
the tender documents for ‘Supply of Line & Sub-station materials’
under MR head.

Last date for submission of Tender : Dt 27.01.2021 up to
3.00 PM, Date of opening of Tender: Dt.27.01.2021 at 3.30 PM.
For details please visit our website-www.nescoodisha.com.

Corrigendum if any will be published in the website only.
Sd/- General Manager (C&MM)

"1 MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CHANDIGARH

INVITATION FOR
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
for upgradation and maintenance of Garbage
Processing Plant at Sector 25 (W), Chandigarh

Expression of Interest is invited from
intending eligible entities for upgradation and
maintenance of Garbage Processing Plant
situated at Sector 25 (W), Chandigarh.

Detailed Expression of Intersst may be
downloaded from Municipal Corporation
Chandigarh website i.e. wwaw.mochandigarh,gowv.in

The inierested experenced and eligible
anlities” may submit thair detailed proposal on
aor before 25th January, 20271 by 500 P.M.
Municipal Corporation Chandigarh reserves the
right to annul the EQ| process at any fime without
assigning any reason thereof,

Executive Engineer (SWHMW)

s ol Madazsal Omcer af Haallh, Ream Ko, 608, 8l Fioge,
Municipal Carmparaian Building, Secior 17, Chargligarh
Mobile Mo, B8725-11341

Office of the Director General, Medical Health & F.W.,

Danda Lakhound, Sahastradhara Road, P.O. Gujrada, Dehradun, Uttarakhand
e-mail: dghealth.uttarakhand @gmail.com, cmsd.uk@gmail.com, Telephone no. 0135-2608763

Bid Ref. No: 15P/Store/01/2021/439 Dated: 07/01/2021
Government of Uttarakhand “e” procurement e- tender Notice
1. Name of the Work: Supply of HBsAG Rapid Test and Anti-HCV Antibody (Rapid Test)
medicines under Rate Contract under National Viral Hepatitis Control Program, NHM,
Uttarakand for F.O.R. destination in Uttarakhand as per details given in tender notice
on https://uktenders.gov.in
. Date & time of availability of bid documents in the portal: 09.01.2021 at 2:00 PM
Last Date and Time for receipt of bids in the portal: 28.01.2021 at 3:00 PM.
. Name and Address of the Officer Inviting the Bid: Director General, MH & FW
Uttarakhand, Dehradun.
5. Details of subsequent addendum/corrigendum/cancellation etc. may be obtained from
the website https://uktenders.gov.in
6. Portal Registration: The contractor/bidder intending to participate in the bid is required
to register in the portal using his/her active personal/ official email id as his/her Login id
and attach his/her valid digital signature certificate (DSC) to his/her unique login id.
For any other queries the bidders are asked to contact through e-mail
cmsd.uk@gmail.com

NS

Sd/-
Director General
Medical Health & FW
Uttarakhand, Dehradun.

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA
i NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR
b INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
B-615 File No-B-I(C)-4/2019  No. 641 Dt. 6th January 2021
Invitation for Bids
Bid Identification No. EIC (B) - 08/2020-21

1. |The Engineer-in-Chief (Buildings) Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf
of Governor of Odisha, invites percentage rate bids in double cover
system in ONLINE MODE only, for the work “Construction of
multipurpose cultural complex at Maa Hingula Temple, Talcher,
QOdisha.” amounting to Rs. 15,30,00,000/- (Approximate ) as
detailed below.

2. |Nature of work : |Building works
3. |No. of work : {01 no.

4. |Bid Cost. : 1R 10,000/- (each)
5. |Class of Contractor : |Super class

6

. |Availability of Bid Documents | : [From dt. 15.01.2021 to 17.00

in the website Hours of dt. 04.02.2021.

~

. |Date of Opening of Bid : |Dt. 05.02.2021 at 11:30 AM.

8. |The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further
details can be seen from the website:

https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigendum /
cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website only.

Sd/-
Engineer-in-Chief (Buildings)
Odisha, Bhubaneswar
OIPR-34117/11/0012/2021

Kerala Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd.

Milma Bhavan, Pattom PO, Thiruvananthapuram-695004
Phone: 0471 2786415 & 416 E-mail: purchase@milma.com
E TENDER FOR DAIRY CONSUMABLES

KCMMF: PUR: DC: ET: 2021-22
Bids are invited through e-tenders from interested Bidders for supply of
Dairy Consumables / ice cream packing materials for our Dairies.
E-tenders are hosted in www.etenders.kerala.gov.in. Last date for
submission of offersis 27.01.2021. For more details, log on to
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in or www.milma.com

Managing Director. §

09/01/2021

SRS gAY SRURTH fefo
Fratey st fvem, fea o ave, A9 fRr, Zhew

fafaer fafer e ga=r

1 FREI & 9SG 5113/ Toflomomro / FfaaT / fRAE 23.12.2020
FIRT URTRIG ffaeT Wer 33 /2020—21 UF 34 /202021 R P fafer
08.01.2021 oI, 31 3URER ®RVT & g1 ¥ IRy REaRa 1 snat g1
g fafaamd fadfed 16.01.2021 BT 15:00 a9 TH HI fBA 1wl & o
o 18.01.2021 B THY 15:00 ToT T STHT B I a7 15:30 gof IuRera
ffasrardmell & wwer wWrel SR | o= W Ud e grad we i |
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RTSETT faa S fassesn =13~ |

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that one
girl namely Neha D/o Dhramveer
R/o X-182/11, Gali No. 8B, Brahampuri,
Delhi has been missing/kidnapped from
the her residence since 22.10.2020. In this
regard, a case FIR No. 828/20 u/s 363 IPC
Dated 25.10.2020 has been registered
at P.S. New Usmanpur, Delhi. The
description of the missing girl are as under.
Age: about 17 Years, Complexion:
Shallow, Height: 56", Face: Round, Built:
Thin, Wearing: Green and Yellow colour
Suit, Green colour Salwar, White colour Sweater and Brown
colour sleepers in feet. Sincere efforts have been made by the
local police to trace out her but no clue has come to light so far. If
anyone has any information about the missing/ kidnapped girl
then please inform PS: New Usmanpur, Delhi at following Tel
No./e-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in and Website: http://cbi.nic.in,
providing clue about the missing girl.
Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641

Fax No.011-24368639

NEHA

Sd/- SHO

Chhattisgarh Rural Roads Development Agency
VIKASH BHAVAN, CIVIL LINES, RAIPUR (C.G.)

E-Procurement Tender Notice

Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement:

NIT No. 566, 567, 568, 569, 570, 571, 572, 573, 574, 575/TC-T/CGRRDA/2020,

Chief Engineer (Tender Cell), CGRRDA, Raipur on behalf of Governor of Chhattisgarh invites package wise bids in electron-
ic tendering system for Construction & Maintenance of Roads Under PMGSY year 2018-19, PMGSY year 2016-17 Batch-1I & PMGSY
Balance work & PMGSY Renewal maintenance, Construction & Maintenance of Bridge Under PMGSY year 2020-21, Construction &
Maintenance Under MMGSVY sanctioned for different districts of the state as per B.O.Q. from the eligible contractors/Firms registered with
unified registration system (e-registration) for the works mentioned below.

Dated 07/01/2021

s [ Mrr | Work Mome Amount {Rs. In Lakhi] Driatricts Rate imdlted
| Mo | No
i - - L — e —
! (= & of L e Bexicr, Bijapur, -
= Ep Towl Ceagt (ineduding 5 yedr : P Faia S0E 22 02 201E
| pacds D i - . . Sk :
j | 366 | oasEmaArERERY year AU | i, Con} Ra 0581 Lakbs | iR | Cissed by CF, GGRRINA Raipur
| oz sar | |'M-:.-£'r' Feraraal M "t:llﬂ ':.':Tl .".::_':IPH:E"'E".;,S, :"nlh r= Daarcesndn ﬁ::“::'kcxi'éém 22 ':'szgf
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) Towml Cost [ including 3 year i
i i ] = i perceminge Male SO 2302 2016
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A B __|_ includlng (9T |ewnett by CE, i..Lle:I:lLL..I':E::pl__
| | - Foasmuclon & meisomancs of Taial o {incheding 3 eminge Rale SO G100.2014
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| B (e ad FEISY o A mieine: Gomy - R 290,83 Cakhe Hankes smuad by CE, CORRDA Raipr
B = : 1 eeriimgee Fale WOk [Ridps e rareed
| i CirdqInsdting A s oacancs of . : Frreaing: Hale 10
e i Total Caxt- [ including & year i from FLEL2013 wilh §0FS Bolew
o7 5 £72 Uiridga I_H::.'LI";-:( ETlllI Fapich-| ] kg, et ) R 254, 'IB'I Lakcha Forbia applieabils frat DGARNA & Araraach
T road PRCEEY SO 2202 5014
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27458

Avallablllty of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and should be submitted online
in https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the
bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities.

Detailed NIT and other details can be viewed on our website https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in from 11.01.2021 from 5:00 PM. In
future any related corrigendum would be seen in the notice section of this website.

Sd/-

Chief Engineer (Tender Cell)
Chhattisgarh Rural Road Development Agency
Civil Lines, Raipur (C.G.)

E-mail: pmgsyrc4 @yahoo.co.in

DP/493/NE/2021

PS: New Usmanpur, Delhi
Ph.: 011-22172410, 22175468

N
(5w

Government of Jharkhand

Urban Development & Housing Department
(Directorate of Municipal Administration)

FFP Building 3" Floor, Dhurwa, Ranchi - 834004

it B FoOOD
=T RATd CORPORATION
ey RCEl OF INDLA

etz ormie, wfmmm, =, 20-33, Few o4, PagET-1341132

MNOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

FCI Haryans Ao inviles e-lendens wndes TWO BID SYSTEM kor purchasa of LOPE
Corary 0 Henvama Region al the fel and sl ol ME RE Agia Foly bitusies,

Grandigart-Rajpora Foad, Wilaga: Jansus Rajeira (Fafaka), Ponipl, Decatad Tardar
Mobica™ TF Indearing insfuctions, femes and conciions and anboel scheduln of
e-fenders may te comnioacad from FCI websile e weww.fol.gowin and
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Gremaral Manager (7]
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INDIAN RAILWAYS
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (Bharat Sarkar)
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (Rail Mantralaya)
RAILWAY BOARD
E-TENDER NO. 2020RSI1745TC
1.0 Executive Director, Railways Store(S), Ministry of Railways,
Railway Board, Government of India invites e-tender for
procurement of 1,44,000 Nos. Friction wedges with specified

range of coefficient of friction for broad gauge freight bogies.

2.0 The interested tenderers are advised to visit the website
http://ireps.gov.in for details of the tender and submission of
their e-bids.

3.0 Nomanual offers will be accepted against e-tender.

4.0 Tender will be closed at15:00 hours on 10.02.2021.

Director, Railway Stores (W)
60/21 Ministry of Railways, Railway Board, New Delhi

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

PWD (B&R) DEPARTMENT
HARYANA, CHANDIGARH

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE ELIGI-
BLE CANDIDATES FOR APPOINTMENT/
EMPANELMENT AS STATE QUALITY MONI-
TORS (SQM) FOR INSPECTION OF PRO-
JECTS TO BE EXECUTED BY PROJECTS
IMPLEMENTATION UNITS (PIUs) FOR THE
PROJECTS UNDER PMGSY SCHEME. The
application along woth detail instructions terms &
conditions is available on website
http://haryanapwd.gov.in. LAST DATE FOR THE
SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS IS
21.01.2021 UPTO 5.00 P.M. —

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-III, DELHI
4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001

Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act.
1993 read with Rule 12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993).

In the matter of

OA No. 896/2019

UCO BANK LTD.
Applicant

To,

D-3 M/S AMRAPALI CENTURIAN PARK PVT. LTD. having regd. office at: 307, 3rd Floor,
Nipun Towers, Community Centre, Karkardooma, Delhi-110092. Corporate Office: C-56/40,
Sector-62, NOIDA (Near Fortis) U.P.

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case against you and whereas it has
been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in ordinary
way. Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make appearance in

MR. SUNIT SINGH & ORS.
Defendants

Vs

Tender Notice this Tribunal 16.02.2021 at 10.30A.M.
NIT No: DMA/04 - Date: 08/01/2021 Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day before this
: — - T =p— Tribunal, the case will be heard and decided in your absence.
Selection of Firm/Agencies/Consultant X P " .
for 28 ULBS for Renewal of identified Due to ongoing Pandemic Situation, all the matters will be taken up through Video
street Vendors, validation of newly (?onferencmg andforthat purpose: . N
. identified street vendors during PM (i) All the Advocates/Litigants shall download the "Cisco Webex" application/Software;

1. | Name of the Work SVANidhi and fresh Survey of le ft out (ii)"Meeting ID" and "Password" for the next date of hearing qua cases to be taken by
Street Vendor and others under Support "Registrar / Recovery Officer-land Recovery Officer-Il shall be available one day prior to the
to Urban Street Vendors component of nextdate at DRT Official portali.e. "drt.gov.in" under the Public Notice Head.

NULM. (iii) In any exigency qua that, the Advocates/Litigants can contact the concerned official at
“Rs q Phone No. 011-23748469.
Tender Fee: Rs, 5000/- (Demand Draft - ! B .

, | Tender Fee & Ncor:w lczref:u:dat:le) (Demand Dra Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 31st day of Dec., 2020.

* | EMD (In INR) - T By order of the Tribunal
i _ EMD- Rs. 50.000/-_(Demand Draft) O Assistant Registrar, DRT-lIl, New Delhi

3. | Total time Period 06 Months (182 days)

Lo . Online Tender = .

4. | Mode of Submission of Bids hitp://jharkhandtenders.gov.in “_.kl.-_? :I'II.3I| 10

Date of Publication of . ::-i"ﬂ‘-: Lin HERHILR]

S. Tender on website 09/01/2021 at 2:00 PM =

12/01/2021 1l 05:00 PM, bidders must GOVERNMENT OF QDISHA
Last Date of submission of submit their queries through email only
6. re-bid ueri;: (director.ma.goj@gmail.com ) in writing. D‘ISTHI ET PHDJ E ET D FF I_C_E
p q Mail should contain Tender Reference no.
and Tender Name in subject line. SQMAGH.A EI I{:E'H YA, Su H DAHGAR H
18/01/2021 at 03:00 PM iy =
7. | Date of Pre Bid Meeting (To address pre-bid queries submitted la} C t
through email) 3, z P
- Bid Identification No- DPCISEM of 2020-21.
3 Date and Time of Start of 19/01/2021 F 11:00 AM o
" | Submission of Bids rom 1 Letter No: -16{Civill Date.05.01.2021
9. ';asf[f)a‘e.(r?‘ne online Bids | 27/01/2021 Up to 12:00 Noon 1. | District Prajact Co-ordinator, Samagra Sikshya, Sundargarh
or su {"‘”;“"? 0‘1 online Bids an bahalt of Govemnor af Odisha inviing parcentage raka
10. ngng’;nggnrl‘i'sz) Bid 28/01/2021 at 12:00 Noon pid ;m I'Jmhlu cover syslem an ON-LINE moda from eliqibla
Director, Directorate of Municipal contrachors with valid boanses for “Construciion of KGEY
11. Tcndc.r Fee and EMD Administration, 3rd Floor FFP Building, Hosted Bailding incheding Elactrical ang PH works along
Submission Address . ks = o e 1
Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004 wih E.vl_lru:la.i wall” &5 dededad in OTCH .
?ﬂg line- 2?21240195;;’0“&& 2, | Mature of Work Construction of Bullding with
P, enders wi e accepted.
12.| Helpline no. Further details can be seen on website L Electrical, PH & Boundary wall
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in S| Moo ol wark 10 (10 nas):
Sd/- 4. | Tendar Cosl (R A0000-, Each
PR 239035 Urban Development Director B | LAass of Confractor _' B" & ‘.I’l. ClﬂBE- CIZII'IUB.{:[DT
and Housing (20-21)_D Directorate of Municipal Administration 5. | Avarehdby of tid domameant |JFram 10:00 AWM. of date

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

-Rrea ffaer
| AHOUNT J EWD Heal Yot W%_(ﬁﬁ.a 3) SUX 9Rd F
| s KAME OF CGENING DATE | WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICERJCONTACT | [ ST oI T 9l i 9, Ryerer &~
Ma. DEPARTMENT FRRMNE F WORKMCTIRE Ton O CLOSTNG DATE W;ﬂ‘é’ " DEPARTMENT DETATLSEMAIL ‘f‘ﬂﬁiﬁei;gj;g;ﬁgf;°gg;ﬁ;
SOCIAL USTIE R R e i R RN o A A 06.01.2021 & Ry e 1 ieh 2,
PR AT e 5 OF AGENCY FOR OUTSDURCING SERVICES CF DISFERENT 0.2 4D A 0L2271509] Rl 42 @) A1 R 01.02.2021
HERYEA, PARCHELLA { CATEGORES (IF PEER0MYEL 190,201 LS sERhrynicn gggggm?ggj‘ o ﬂ%a%ésv
-+ o IR el
_ e | SUPPLY OF PEDKTNES DRUGSTNECTIING DMEMABIESTENTAL | 13.00.2021 i T LS50 ¢ ST @i & ) 96 W Ruw 7
1| CIVIL SUREON FRRIDMEND TS DY ST B L AR D1 2001 2145 ot fedendirs Sep i PR R (1) i 1 : Comprehensive
RO CEY, FANCHSYAT | PUBLICATION OF WEITICE HVITTHG TERDER FOR SUFRLY OF RAW e s Annual Maintenance Coniract (CAMC)
D | CPKERSHNSDISTT | AWDBULONG WO MRS LAES F Bockey, | HMEL | s | sssleedeagnce | SORE “3. 5000) Sysiem o1 140 Ton Cowans
GURLKRAM DT, LRI, sohnaa Bgread.com Sheldon old design Crane No. 140502 at
g T raurEr TS s Jaipur Division/NWR for a period of
: I:f.FLTI'{»H'-!IESKI'-E-:. CATSOURCING CF WBIER UNDER THE LRI OF ) e b okt Arrricia [EZRTEETE Three years. (2) S/ATRE arra:
RN JEFUTY COMHISSICKER OFFICE BN 100,321 % AT ihtchi g cove % 20,44,350/- W (3) T W
- FOREST DEPARTIENT PLANTATION 04 EASTESH FERIPRERRL EXPESTRAY I tediel - TR TR % 40,900/~ =T (3fFemed %) R
i SOHERAT ZAHALGARH BLOCK DF RAL RANGE (INCLLDING NEY) 1401331 ST LA dioeonipatyasoo.m i2 ;aq;?l Sgﬁﬁm m“;f;‘f;
c ?i%l:ﬁﬁﬁ]ﬁﬁ ETRADER 505 CAFFTRES SFRATCES 103021 B0 ok it B e T il arRg : f&TiP 01.02.2021 F9I 15.00
E A '|' ; TENDER #5 ! ]IN3: 36012031 o) e ey Ay ricia bpesriz prchapetomalam % 9w (5) dawise @1 R
www.ireps.gov.in 13-DK/21
o | ELDONTEW. FARCHANAT | SLIFPLY OF RAW ARD BUILLING MATERIAL N VARICUS VILAGES [F | CLOSNG DATE T ERIEAEEER]
~ | CRFICES SALHAAWS JHALWA BLOCE SALHARYS, DISTRICT HATIER 10,1 el b rawes Bpmed oo
. _ TEREER FORREFAIRING CRISRTERS B0~ B-15, 04 & D-10 OF = :
o | vwmmoemscor | oot ; ; = 06 00,2021 s g L B
®| nedicaLcousGewany | MEPTALEWIATERARAR CHRARNT FELOUES | st y TSR e agnalo | "IMPORTANT" |
I TENDER. FOR AEPAIRIS: CLARTERS KOL- D-78 O OF NEDITAL . — Whilst care is taken prior to
z HF‘EI‘::T‘EEEELHEL ENCLAWE ARD 3 N3, IN TYFE -1 OF KALFAN CHEMLA GOVT. E‘Hﬁ: 14 Blizs:ictenders Ay ricla Vs L-:a.-a‘]lé‘;?ﬂ:lﬂ'.‘lll acceptance of advertising
- AT, I'I':J:I'.I: PURLHAGE ETgT%Iﬁ:{lﬁi}.ﬁtﬁEIrm 1 0THER [-: ;1.!-?I - TR copy, itis not possible to verify
N, T RURE: 1 L LRE E  MACHIRERY + .0 o S . o5 ; :
| in HANETHIREKAR] WoRE 050 200 A0S bites ) Melerekors Bepric Iurhanelti g bBaisiann its contentg. 'The Indian
I CHIEF BXECUTVE CFAICER TR Express (P) Limited cannot be
[ 11 i SI:EJ FILER WAL PUTHTTNG ]'i:ﬂ;.'.?l 15 LS sisagovin BRI held responsible for such
i | POG EL TH GREM SACHTYALYA AT WILLAGE PATODN DSTT. JHAME | (700,021 i WA contents, nor for any loss or
{3 | PANCHYET] A&, AMBALS b 1 CTRER RS 1600300 15 LS HEsiltiendor Sy nivis ez b nc i damage incurred as aresult of
T CONSTRITION OF COBSROHAY PALECT [N VILLAGE SARWAN 170,201 : il B31RIS0ETS transactions with companies,
e sl I HARABLOCKINGR] wope | UG b pespinEtynicn | || associations or individuals
: FAA NG LED STREET LIGHTTHG AT VILLAGE SAMAIN BOCE i) B IFRAETS advertising in its newspapers
4 T1AA, e Alog biizsy) s nici L
14 | PRCHAATIRAL AMEALA Tiokidns USTT. FATEHABAD IR0 IIRLIS ts s i) preEengaec ambritiny it or Publications. We therefore
SHEM, GHC HELHER, RUH, | L TEMCER FIR PURCHASE OF CONSUMARLES ROR FICROZICLOGY-] | CLOSING DATE L hitprs:jebeniders ey, picnfsiogep’ | ; - recommend that readers
E HAaTARA + JOTHER WIRRS IEDLIEL | BYERTERCER | ] Ii_ma__mﬂﬂ make necessary inquiries
g | PR, G HALHAR, KU, | 1. TENDER FOR FURCHASE OF CONGLMABLES FOR NIROBIOLDGY ¥ | (LAING [ATE L0 e . - before sending any monies or
_FRIAA + JUTHER WHIRES lelegel | B TERDER oy entering into any agreements
"G, G, HALRAR, MU AT T CLCENG DATE | D0IALS EALE | hitpe:etende e o s | ering Into any agreemer
F) AR ; TERDER FOR FURCHASE OF JORHALS FOR CENTRAL LIBRAY . = TRIER IzndengmenenetEgmal.om with advertisers or otherwise
prem > et : .. = acting on an advertisement in
- FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etendehry.nic.in any manner whatsoever.

in 13 wabsile 1201201 to ozl P, of
date- 26.071.2021
7| Diate of aparing of Bid__[111:00 A, On DL 29.01.2021
E. | The bidders have 13 pertcigale in ON-LIME '“::I-:In; crl:.- Furiner
dataills can be seen fom tha wabsika [T IS0
lendersgdisha gov.in). Any eddandum JComgendun |
cancelision ol tender can also be seen in e webeils said ooly.
Sdi- Digdrict Project Coordinator,
Samagra Sikshya, Sundargarh

Mysore District Co-Operative Milk Producers'Societies Union Ltd.,

Bannur Road, Alanahalli Post, Mysuru-570028.
@ Phone No: 0821-2474475, Fax No.: 0821-2474476
mail Id: purmymul@gmail.com
TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-procurement portal only)
Mysore Dist. Co-Op Ltd Milk Union Ltd., Mysore Invites tender from eligible
Tenderers for the Supply of the following materials / services through

e-procurement portal. For the tender document please visit e-procurement
platform at www.eproc.karntaka.gov.in.

Last Date for

Sl . -at
No NntiiTi?:g‘tii?J; No Items (Details) Sul}rg:‘sds;?sn of
1 KMF/2020-21/ | Supply of Fooder Jowar and Fodder
IND8742 maize
IFT No:100-180/ | Biennial Maintenance Contract for
2 | MYMUL/PUR/ | Automatic Milk Collection Units and
[E-Proc/2021 | FATOMATIC machines.
Supply installation, Commissioning| 05.02.2021
of 28 TR Air Conditioner, Supply of|  Before
Batteries for UPS, supply of Sugar 5:00PM
KMF/2020-21/ half yearly rate contract basis and
3 IND8746 | Supply of Consumables & Spares for
ink jet printers (coding machines) on
Annual Rate Contract basis and
Annual maintenance Contract for
Ink Jet Printers. (Coding machines)
Supply, Installation & commissioning
| KMEZOZ02T | of 10000LPD Instant Milk Chiling
Unit on turnkey basis. 06.02.2021
IFT No:100-181/ | Tender for transportation of Skimmed| ~ Before
5| MYMUL Milk Powder in open truck And butter| ~ 5:00PM
PUR/ [E-Proc/ [in refrigerated vehicle on contract
2021 basis for a period of one year

For further information please contact Manager (Purchase) during working
hours. (Mobile No: 7760968472). Sd/-
Managing Director

New Delhi
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@ 373.24

= $55.42

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market; gold per 10 g, silver per 1 kg; Brent crude as of 2200 IST
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— INDUSTRY WATCH
STEEL PLANT EXPANSION

JAYMAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

IN AN elaborate wish list sub-
mitted to the Chief Minister’s
office, ArcelorMittal and Nip-
pon Steel (India) Ltd has sou-
ghtaslew of concessions from
the Gujarat government as
“expected assistance” for ex-
pansion of its projectin Hazira,
Surat. These include land at
2006 rates, land allotment wi-
thin six months, condonation
forviolation of allotment con-
ditions in the past, relaxation
of compensatory require-
ments in lieu of using forest
land, single-window clear-
ances, special subsidies etc.

AMNS(I) is a 60:40 joint
venture of ArcelorMittal and
Nippon Steel Corporation, the
world’slargest and third-larg-
est steel producers, respectiv-
ely. In December 2019, the JV
tookover Essar Steel under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) by paying its cred-
itors Rs 42,000 crore and in-
jecting Rs 8,000 crore in the
bankrupt company.

The Indian Express has re-
viewed the 8-page wish list
handed over by AMNS(I) CEO
Dilip Oommen at a meeting
held on November 9 at the
Chief Minister’s office. In a
hand-written note, Gujarat
Deputy Chief Minister Nitin
Patel referred the list to MK
Das, Additional Chief Secretary
(Industry and Mines) in the
CMO, for “discussion”.

Oommen did not comm-
enton the specifics of the wish
list. “We are getting full supp-
ort and cooperation from the
government of Gujarat. Sofar,
land acquisition processisalso
on the right track. We do not
see any roadblock or any ma-
jor issue at the moment. We
are coordinating with the gov-
ernment agencies at the state
and the Centre. They are fully
aware of our plan for develop-
ment,” he told the newspaper
inan emailed statement.

Das is yet to respond to
multiple phone calls, mes-
sages and emails. His office
said that the queries emailed
by The Indian Express were for-
warded to therelevant officer.

Thelist of “expected coop-
eration” from the state govern-
ment to “resolve certain diffi-
cultissues” facing the planned
investmentof Rs 35,000 crore
by AMNS(I) include:

M Fix the price of 72.62
hectares land pending with
the Collector at the rates of
2006 when the application
was moved by Essar Steel.
Allocate another 35 hectares
at 2008 rates.

MLand allotment ordersto
be made available within six
months of application. The
forest department needs toal-
locate land identified for the
expansion project located in
the vicinity of the plant on a
priority basis.

W Waiver of the existing

Mittal’s wish list for
Hazira project: cheap
land, fast allotment,
waivers, subsidies

DISCUSSIONS ON
ATCM'SOFFICE

M Inan 8-page wish
list handed over by
AMNS(I) CEO Dilip
Oommen to the Chief
Minister’s office on
November 9, the
company has sought
aslew of concessions
from the Gujarat
government to
expand its projectin
Hazira, Surat

B Gujarat Deputy
Chief Minister Nitin
Patel referred the list
to Additional Chief
Secretary (Industry
and Mines)in the
CMO, for “discussion”

condition of transferring dou-
ble the area under the Forest
Actand allow the same area of
land tobe transferred for com-
pensatory afforestationin lieu
of diverted forest land.

W Appointment of asingle
nodal officer toensure asingle
point of contact and a single-
window system for timely ap-
provals from the departments
of industry, finance, revenue
forest & environment, energy
& petroleum, ports & trans-
port, water supply etc.

WA general notificationex-
pected from the CMO for all
departments to expedite such
approvals. The Chief Minister
is expected to expedite ap-
provals at various stages for
proposals of AMNS(I) for allot-
mentofgovernmentlandand
transfer of forest department
lands at the earliest.

M Given the quantum of
theinvestment, the stateisex-
pected to provide subsidies
and special concessions under
the industrial policy and any
other special concessions
available.

The company also sought
condonation of non-compli-
anceorviolation by Essar Steel
of any prescribed conditions
inland allotment orders with
relief to AMNS(I) as a special
case for any breach of such
conditions under the Forest
Act,1980.AMNS(I) hasindem-
nity from the past criminal li-
abilities of Essar Steel.

InDecember 2019, the Ce-
ntre amended the IBC toring-
fence corporate debtors from
criminal proceedings against
any offence committed prior
to the commencement of the
insolvency resolution process.

In the submission,
AMNS(I)said its Hazira opera-
tions were “steadily picking up
speed” following a lull during
April-May 2020.The proposed
Rs 35,000-crore investment
would enhance the current
production capacity of 8.6
MMTPA to 18 MMTPA in two
phases, create jobs and “also
lead tothe development of the
Haziraarea”, it claimed.

—— BRIEFLY —

SBI concession
onhomeloans

Mumbai: State Bank of India
on Friday announced an in-
terest concessionof upto30
basis points on home loans
anda 100 per cent waiver on
processing fees. The new
home loan interest rates are
linked to CIBILscore and start
from 6.80 per cent for loans
uptoRs30lakhand 6.95 per
cent for loans above Rs 30
lakh,abankrelease said. PTI

Boeing to pay
$2.5billion

Washington: Boeing will
pay $2.5 billion to settle a
US Justice Department in-
vestigation and admit that
employees misled regula-
tors about the safety of its
737 Max aircraft. AP

After tie-u

30-SHARE INDEX SOARS 689 POINTS TO 48,782

Biden confirmation, FPlinflows
propel Sensex to all-time peak

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 8

DOMESTIC STOCK markets on
Friday staged a strong rally amid
strong global cues in the wake of
clarity on the Joe Biden adminis-
tration taking over in the US by
January 20, the path forwhich has
beennow cleared by the Congress.
With expectations of economicre-
coveryand good corporate results
adding to the buoyancy, the
Sensex soared 689 points, or 143
per cent, to 48,782.51 and the
Nifty50 jumped 210 points,or 148
per cent, to 14,347.25 on sustained
buying support.

Foreign portfolio investors
pumped in over Rs 6,000 crore
into domestic stocks on Friday,
signalling that inflows are set to
continue in the coming weeks. If
foreign inflows — which were at
arecordRs 1,70,000 crore in 2020
— continue at this level, the
Sensex is likely to cross the
50,000 markin the coming days,
said an analyst.

According to Vinod Nair, head
of research at Geojit Financial
services, the rally led by IT and
auto stocks guided the domestic

AmiD CoviD

Global
cues
e helptoo

TRACKING OPTIMISTIC
global cues, the Sensex
started the day ona buoy-
ant note and settled with
healthy gains. Almost all
the sectoral indices partici-
pated in the move, with T,
auto and oil & gas witness-
ing noticeable traction.
The broader market, too,
followed suit and ended
higher in the range of
0.7-0.9 per cent.

market to discover new highs
which was due toimproved quar-
terly outlook. The expectations of
TCS quarterly result — which was
released laterin the day — helped
in cheering investors’ mood.
“Support from strong global in-
dices also helped in raising do-
mestic market sentiments. The of-
ficial certification of Biden’s
presidency by the US Congress
and easing of the political unrest
as Trump promised a smooth

transition of power, have created
anupbeat movement in the west-
ern market. The focus of Indian
markets has shifted to third quar-
ter earnings, ignoring high valua-
tions,” Nair said.

Tracking optimistic global
cues, the benchmark started the
day onabuoyant noteand settled
with healthy gains. Almost all the
sectoral indices participated in the
move with IT, auto and oil & gas
witnessing noticeable traction.
The broader market too followed
the suit and ended higher in the
range of 0.7-0.9 per cent.

Asian shares rose to record
highs on Friday with Japan’s
Nikkei hitting a three-decade
peak as investors looked beyond
rising coronavirus cases and po-
litical unrest in the US to focus on
hopes for an economic recovery
later in the year. Most Asian equi-
ties were set to notch their biggest
weekly gains in many months on
Friday. European markets traded
higher, too.

Meanwhile, the rupee staged
a smart recovery from the day’s
lowest level toend 7 paise higher
at 73.24 against the US dollar on
Friday, tracking the rally in do-
mestic equities.

‘Electric two-wheeler sales

tepid despite govt subsidy

y

Sales of electric two-wheelers (e-2W) in India remains
tepid despite near-term outlook remaining unchanged
and government’s subsidy, Icra Ratings said

2% of target: Under the three
year tenure of FAME-Il scheme
—FY20-FY22 —e-2W sales
have been only 2 per cent of the
targeted 10 lakh unit sales as on
September 30,2020 halfway
mark

<1%: Share of e-2W sales
within total two-wheeler sales
inFY20

Why is it important: Demand and volumes of e-2Ws have seen very
lackadaisical growth in recent years, despite the Centre’s thrust on adoption of
electric vehicles through the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric

Reasons for low response to
FAME-II scheme:

M Minimum localisation
requirement

M Exclusion of lead-acid based
e-2W

M Lack of consumer awareness
about subsidy

M Low acceptability led by lack
of product knowledge

M After-sales service concerns

Vehicles in India (FAME-II) scheme

g

'.i

@

Growthin
2] 0/0 e-2W sales
in FY20 over previous

fiscal, with 1.5 lakh
units sold

Year-on-
250/0 year fallin
high-speed e-2W sales
during first half or FY21

Source: Icra
Ratings/PTI

TCS net rises 7.2%

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 8

OVERCOMING SEASONAL head-
winds, Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), India’s largest software ex-
porter, posted a 7.2 per cent in-
creaseinnetprofitatRs 8,701 crore
for the quarter ended December
2020 as against Rs 8,118 crore in
the same period a year ago. On a
quarter-on-quarter basis, the net
profitroseby 3.2 per cent fromthe
September quarter.

Revenue increased by 5.4 per
cent to Rs 42,015 crore from Rs
39,854 crore a year ago.

Rajesh Gopinathan, MD and
CEO, said: “Growing demand for
core transformation services and
strong revenue conversion from
earlier deals have drivena power-

TCS declared an interim
dividend of 36 per share

ful momentum that helped us
overcome seasonal headwinds
and post one of our best perform-
ances ina December quarter.”
The sequential growthwasled
by North America (3.3 per cent),
India (18.1 per cent), UK (4.5 per
cent)and Continental Europe (2.5
per cent). Other markets grew as
well with Asia Pacific growing 2.6
per cent, MEA 6.7 per cent, and
Latin America 3.1 per cent. “Weare
entering the new year on an opti-
mistic note....our confidence rein-
forced by the continued strength
in our order book and deal
pipeline,” he said. TCSdeclared an
interimdividend of Rs 6 per share.

b reports, Hyundai says

in early talks with Apple on EV

HEEKYONG YANG
&HYUNJOOJIN
SEOUL, JANUARY 8

HYUNDAI MOTOR Co said on
Friday it was in early talks with
Apple, after local media reported
the firms were discussing an elec-
tric car and battery tie-up, send-
ing the South Korean automaker’s
shares surging 25 per cent.

The report comes weeks after
Reutersreported Apple was mov-
ing forward with self-driving car
technology and aimed to produce
apassenger vehicle that could in-
clude its own breakthrough bat-
tery technology as early as 2024.

Earlier on Friday, Korea
Economic Daily TVsaid the iPhone
maker and Hyundai were in dis-
cussions to develop self-driving
electric vehicles by 2027 and de-
velop batteries at US factories op-

Apple, which aims to produce
apassenger vehicle as early as
2024, refused to comment. File

erated by either Hyundai orits af-
filiate Kia Motors Corp. The broad-
caster didn’t cite sources.

“Apple and Hyundai areindis-
cussion, but as it is early stage,
nothing has been decided,” Hyun-
daisaidinastatement. It didn’t say
what the talks were about and
omitted a reference in an earlier
statement to Apple being in dis-
cussions with other global au-

tomakers as well as Hyundai.

In a regulatory filing issued
later, the automaker said it was
“getting requests for cooperation
on joint development of au-
tonomous electric vehicles from
various companies”, without
identifying any of them.

Apple declined to comment.
The iPhone maker is known to
keep product plans under tight
wraps. An Apple-branded car
could be abig challenge to electric
vehicle (EV)leader Tesla Inc.

Itremains unclear whowould
assemble such a car, but analysts
have said they expect the com-
pany to rely on a manufacturing
partner. “We continue to strongly
believe Apple ultimately an-
nounces an EV strategic partner-
shipin2021 thatlays the ground-
work to enter the burgeoning EV
space,” Wedbush analysts said in
anote. REUTERS

S&P, Nasdaq at
record highs;
crude gains 2%

REUTERS
NEW YORK, JANUARY 8

THE S&P 500 and the Nasdaq
scaled new highs on Friday, as
hopes of more economic stimulus
toride outa pandemic-led down-
turn eclipsed concerns over a sig-
nificant loss of pace in US labour
market recovery.

The S&P 500 closed above
3,800 points for the first time on
Thursday. At 11:36 a.m. ET the
Dow Jones Industrial Average fell
80.08 points, or 0.26 per cent, to
30,961.05, the S&P 500 gained 619
points,or0.16 per cent, to 3,809.89
and the Nasdaq Composite gained
78.76 points, or 0.60 per cent, to
13,146.27.

Qil prices hit 11-month highs
and were on track for a weekly
gain on Friday. Brent crude
climbed 1.04 cents, or 1.9 per cent,
t0$55.42 abarrelby 11:33 a.m.EST,
the highest since late February.

International market data till 1900 IST

DGCA issues norms
for transportation of
Covid-19 vaccines

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 8

HIGHLIGHTING THE necessary
precautions and modalities for air-
lines, aviation regulator DGCA on
Friday issued guidelines for trans-
port of Covid-19 vaccines packed
indry ice across the country.

Ifvaccines packedindryiceare
being transported in the passen-
ger cabin of an aircraft, the flight
crew should be properly trained
onthe hazardsandrisks of its tran-
sportation, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) noted.

It added that dry ice trans-
forms into carbon dioxide gas at
temperatures higher than minus
78 degrees Celsius under normal
atmospheric pressure and, there-
fore, it is classified as “dangerous
goods” by the International Givil
Aviation Organization (ICAO).

“Adequate number of carbon
dioxide detectors should be avail-
able in the cabin. Such detectors
should be located at locations for
timely and reliable detection of
dangerous concentration of car-
bondioxide,” the watchdog stated.

“All operators while engaging
intransportation of Covid-19 vac-
cines packed with dryice shall es-
tablish the maximum quantity of
dryicethatcanbeloadedinagiven

VIRTUAL INTERACTION WITH PM

Economists call for accelerated
privatisation and simpler GST

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 8

AHEAD OF the Budget for FY22, a
group of economists on Friday
asked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to rationalise direct and in-
direct tax regimes, undertake fur-
ther bank capitalisation, acceler-
ate privatisation and boost public
spending on infrastructure proj-
ects to create jobs.

In the video conference, also
attended by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, officials from
Prime Minister’s Office, Finance
Ministry and NITI Aayog, econo-
mists also asked for measures to
bridge the gap in poverty allevia-
tion programmes by implement-
ingtechnology for better targeting

and service delivery anywhere in
the country. Among others, the
meeting was attended by former
NITI Aayog vice chairman Arvind
Panagariya, former Reserve Bank
Deputy Governor Rakesh Mohan
and former Chief Economic
Adviser Arvind Virmani.
“Toreduce tax compliance bur-
den on small entrepreneurs, both
cost of compliance and the time
they spend on worrying about
these issues should be reduced by
simplifyingand rationalizing direct
andindirect tax systems,” Virmani
said. He said the Direct Tax Code
with best practices should be
brought in. In GST, Virmani batted
forasinglerate regime withnocess
onmore than 75 per cent of items.

PACKED IN DRY ICE

M Ifvaccines packed in
dryice arebeing
transported in the
passenger cabin of an
aircraft, the flight crew
should be properly
trained on the hazards
and risks of its
transportation, the
aviation regulator said

cargo hold or in the main deck
(passenger cabin)whena passen-
gerversionis deployed forall cargo
operations,” itadded.

The temperature maintenance
requirement for Covid-19 vaccines
isreported to be varying from mi-
nus 8 degree Celsius to minus 70
degree Celsius and hence, the use
of refrigerant material during the
transportation becomes essential,
the DGCA noted. Dry ice is most
commonly used as a refrigerant
material for transportation of per-
ishables by air, itadded.

The country’s apex drug regu-
lator has approved Oxford Covid-
19vaccine Covishield, being man-
ufactured by the Serum Institute,
and indigenously developed
Covaxin of Bharat Biotech for re-
stricted emergency use. WITHPTI

Toboost textile productexports, he
soughtremoval of differential rates
oncotton, manmade fibre, artificial
fibre, mixed fabrics, etc. Economists
emphasised need for development
of acceleration of public invest-
ment in infrastructure and public
goods projects, especially on con-
struction heavy projects to create
jobs.With 3/4th of workforce back
in labour market, unemployment
rate has risen recently.

Even though the government
has announced a series of meas-
ures and packages under
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, it will need
to keep expenditure momentum
inFY22 toboost consumptionand
investment demand torevive eco-
nomic activity. FE

Office of the Chief Engineer (East) cum Addl. Secretary, C.A.D., Jaipur
Phone 0141-2709487, Email:- cecadjaipur @rajasthan.gov.in
No.:- F-147/CE(E)CAD/T/NIT/2020-21/3779 feter :- 4.1.2021
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 02/2020-21
On behalf of Governor of Rajasthan E-Tenders are invited from “AA” Class category or
equivalent contactors/firms registered in CAD/Water Resources Department and State
Government/Other ~ State  Government/Authorized  organizations of  Central
Government/CPWD/Post and telegraph department/ Railway etc. for the Balance work of
Revamping work of Palayatha Sub Branch & its minors off taking from KM 0.00 to
12.30 KM, RMC Chambal, CAD Kota amounting to Rs. 2651.11 Lac. The tender
documents & other details may be downloaded and uploaded from the following websites:-
1 http/www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in 2 www.dipronline.org
3 http://www.sppp/raj.nic.in Sd/- (Ashim Markandey)
UBN:- CAD 2021 WLOB 00198 Chief Engineer (East) Cum Additional
DIPR/C/108/2021 Secretary C.A.D. Jaipur

SKN College of Agriculture, Jobner (Jaipur)

No.F/ RKVY/Estt/SKNCOA/2021/2084 Dated: 05.01.2021
WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
A walk-in-interview for the contractual position of Senior Research Fellow(SRF)
under RKVY-11 under head 2-contractual services will be held to engage on
fixed emoluments basis in the RKVY-11 project, SKN College of Agriculture
Jobner, Jaipur on 13.01.2021 at 10.00 A:M. The engagement shall be purely on
contract basis and is co-terminus with the project. However, it can be terminated
without prior notice at any time. The details about qualifications, experience,
emoluments and other terms & conditions may be seen at the University
Website: www.sknau.ac.in.

DEAN SKN
R.0.No.:Samwad/C/8629/2020-2021 COA, Jobner, Jaipur

RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIMITED

Office of the Superintending Engineer (Proc.-ll), Jaipur

NOTICE INVITING e-BIDS
Online e-bids are invited from interested bidders for purchase of 220 kV
and 132 kV Control & Relay Panels (BN-9016002013, UBN-
VPN2021GLOB01399) up to 15:00 hrs. dated 16.02.2021, 33 kV Isolators
(BN-9016002014, UBN- VPN2021GLOB01400) up to 15:00 hrs. dated
12.02.2021, 120 kV Lightning Arresters (BN-9016002015, UBN-
VPN2021GLOB01401) up to 15:00 hrs. dated 12.02.2021, Marshaling Kiosks
(BN-9016002016, UBN- VPN2021GLOB01402) upto 15:00 hrs. dated
24.02.2021, 33 kV RVTs (BN-9016002017, UBN- VPN2021GLOB01403)
upto 15:00 hrs. dated 24.02.2021 and 33 kV Series Reactors (BN-9016002018,
UBN- VPN2021GLOB01404) upto 15:00 hrs. dated 02.03.2021. Other
particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state
and http://energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rvpnl

Raj. Samwad/C/8617/2020-21 R.R.V.P.N./TR-5039/2021

Superintending Engineer
(Proc.-ll), Jaipur

) /-X@g i THE FERTILISERS AND CHEMICALS TRAVANCORE LIMITED

B paams (A Government of India Enterprise)
FACT-PD ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING, UDYOGAMANDAL- 683501, KOCHI, KERALA

. Phone: 0484-2568122 / 2568123 ) )
E-mail: eldose@factitd.com / jayakumarp@factitd.com , Website: www.fact.co.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
Online competitive two bid tenders are invited for the following works through
WWW.eprocure.gov.in
1).Tiling work in connection with the renovation of MKK Nair hall in FACT
Udyogamandal Township
Tender No : 3009/2020-2021/E22788  e-tender ID : 2021 FACT 608441 1
2) Providing Pay loaders with operators & without fuel at Willington Island, FACT-CD
Tender No : 4200/2020-2021/E22782  e-Tender ID : 2021 FACT 608139 1
Last date & time for submission of bid : 29.01.2021 at 11.00 hrs.
The complete bidding process will be online (e-tendering) only. All the notifications,
Time extension, Corrigendum, Addendum etc. if any, regarding this tender hereafter
will be hosted in the website only and will not be published in newspapers. S4-

Date: 08.01.2021 SM (Mat) C

Government of Rajasthan
Commissionerate of Horticulture,
Pant Krishi Bhawan, Jaipur-05
Tel. No. 0141-2227606; E-mail: jdh.hort@rajasthan.gov.in
No. F1()DH/PMKSY-MI/Reg./2020-21/3689 Dated: 01.01.2021
Notice
Offers are invited for online registration from Micro Irrigation System Manufactures
for installation/supply of BIS marked Drip/Sprinkler sets to the cultivators of
Rajasthan under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana- Micro Irrigation for the year
2020-21 to 2022-23, It may be noted that this is not a Government purchase. Online
application needs to be performed at RajKisan Saathi Portal/ Application
(http://rajkishan.rajasthan.gov.in). This application functionality will open from
11.01.2021 for the registration seeking firms. The details of terms and conditions are

available on the website (www.horticulture.rajasthan.gov.in) of Department of

Horticulture, Rajasthan.

Sd/-
(Dr. Om Prakash)
Commissioner Horticulture

V. 0. CHIDAMBARANAR PORT TRUST

CIVIL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
Tuticorin - 628 004.
No. E(C ) 57/19/2020 - EST

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER CUM e-AUCTION No. EST- 1/2020 - 21
(only through e-Tendering mode)

DIPR/C/149/2021

RanadrLaLe,

Dated: 08.01.2021

a) Name of Work Allotment of port land for 30 years lease
period on upfront payment basis in
V.0.Chidambaranar Port for promoting port
related industries under Coastal Employment
Unit (CEU).

30 Years

EMD will be 10% of the Reserve Price per
SQM for 30 years as mentioned in Table - |
and Table - Il of Annexure - “A” to be paid
upto Rs.25,00,000/- (Rupees Twenty Five
Lakhs Only) through RTGS only in favour of
V.0. Chidambaranar Port Trust and balance
through Bank Guarantee from any
Nationalized bank / Scheduled bank as per the
format prescribed in Annexure — “D” in favour
of FA&CAO, V.0. Chidambaranar Port Trust
payable at Tuticorin. (Bank A/c details givenin
the document clause No.1.14in Chapter-1).

From 11-01-2021 to 10-02-2021

b) Period of Lease
c) Earnest Money Deposit

d) Downloading of Tender
document from website

e) Pre-Bid Queries

Tenderers may send queries in advance on or
before 20-01-2021 upto 17:00 hours to e-mail
ID : ce@vocport.gov.in

Pre-bid meeting 22-01-2021 at 11:00 hrs
through video conference.

f) Pre-Bid Meeting

g) Lastdate & Time of 10.02.2021 at 15:00 Hrs.
submission of tender
online

h) Opening of Technical 10.02.2021 at15:30 Hrs.
Bid online Date & Time

i) Validity of Tender 180 Days

The e-tender cum e-auction documents can either be downloaded from Port
website www.vocport.gov.in and www.tenderwizard.com / VOCPT

Sd/-
CHIEF ENGINEER &
ESTATE OFFICER
V.0. Chidambaranar Port Trust

New Delhi
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Classifieds

I,Ram Pukar Sharma S/0,Sone
Lal Thakur R/0-B-52, Suraksha
Vihar, Gali-04, Vikasnagar,
Uttamnagar, N.Delhi-59,have
changed my name to Ram
Pukar Thakur. 0040559766-3

PERSONAL

1, Rabi Devi W/O Pawan Goyal
R/0 Ward No 02, Bareta Mansa
Punjab-151501, have changed
my name to Ravi Goyal.
0040559665-1

Itis General Information that
I,Zamir Ahmad Ansari,son of
Shri.Jamil Ahmad
Ansari,Residing
at,H.No.1559,Katra Pathan
Wala sarai Khalil Sadar-Bazar
Delhi-110006,declare that
name Of mine has been
wrongly-written as Jalil Ahmed
Ansariaged 49-years inmy
birth-certificate the actual
name of mine is Amir Ahmed
Ansarirespectively.

0040559781-8

1,No.JC 303703L Rank SUB (DMT)
G.Kumar R/o Vilaage-
Nayanthyur, Dist-NAA (North
Arcot Ambedkar) Tehsil-
Tirupattur, Pin-635651State
Tamilnadu, inform that inform
thatin my Service record my
Son’s name & D.0.B. has
wrongly written as Rahul K.
D.0.B.01.03.2001 instead of
Raghul K 28.02.2001.

0040559781-3

1,VINOD KUMAR ARORA,S/O
JADO NATH, R/0 C-15,MILAP-
NAGAR UTTAM NAGAR,DELHI-
110059,have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR.

0040559766-8

1,Surmeet Singh Saggi S/0
Kanwar Jit Singh Saggi R/O Flat
No. 30A,Platinum Enclave, Sec.-
18, Rohini Delhi-85. informs
that Surmeet Singh and
Surmeet Singh Saggi both are
same and one person.

0040559692-1

l,Renu@Renu Dua,D/o Sagar
Parkash W/o Parvesh Kumar
Dua,R/071/1A, UGF, Prem-
Nagar,Janakpuri,New Delhi-
110058,have changed my name
to Chanchal Dua.

0040559789-1

1,Sanju Bala,W/o-Pradeep
Kumar Varma,R/0-C-57,Shakti
Nagar Extension,Ashok
Vihar,phase-3,Delhi-
110052,have changed name
Sanju Varma for future.

0040559781-2

I,ROHTASH S/O DAYA RAM R/O.
83 /141 AALIVILLAGE SARITA
VIHAR NEW DELHI 110076 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
ROHTASH KUMAR
PERMANENTLY.

0040559766-4

I,Punam D/o Roshan Lal R/o
H/no. F-231,Gali no.-13,Khajoori
Khas,Karawal Nagar,Delhi-
110094 have changed my name
to Poonam for all purposes.

0040559781-1

I,Madhav Verma,S/o Late
Shri.Pramod Kumar
Verma,R/0-C-107,Kalkaji,New
Delhi-110019 has been
wrongly-written my mother’s
name as Pooja Verma instead
of Rana Vermain my
educational-Certificate.

0040559781-7

I,Krishna Kumar Bajpai,S/o
Bhoop Narain Bajpai,R/0 A-
312,Street.No.33,Chhattarpur
Enclave Phase-2,New Delhi-
110074,have changed my name
to Krishna Bajpai,

permanently. 0040559789-2

I,Kavita Bhalla,w/o Sushil
Malhotra,R/0 Plot.No-120B, Flat
No-C-4,2nd-Floor, Shakti
Khand-2,Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, Uttar-Pradesh-
201014,have changed my name
to Sakshi Malhotra,
permanently. 0040559766-2

l,Kanwar Jit Singh Saggi S/0 Sh.
Piara Singh R/O Flat No.22,Sur-
Air Apartment, Sec.-15, Rohini
Delhi-89. informs that Kanwar
JitSingh and Kanwar Jit Singh
Saggiboth are same and one
person. 0040559692-2

l,Jadu Nath@Jadu Nath Giri,S/o
Satyadev Giri,R/0-
L2A/116,Mohan-Garden Uttam-
Nagar New Delhi-110059,have
changed my nameto Jadunath
Giri. 0040559781-6

1,JCN0.630220W Sub Virendra
Kumar Yadav,S/o ShriHari
Shankar Yadav,R/0:Vill-
Karoundi,PO-
Badarka,Teh.+Distt.-Unnao,UP-
209801.inform that in my
service records my name
wrongly-written as Virendra
Kumar Yadao instead of
Virendra Kumar Yadav.Where
as my correct nameis Virendra
Kumar Yadav. 0040559763-1

1,JC N0.340682X Sub.Shushant
Kumar,S/o Sunil Vaishnav,
R/0:Vill-Khatola No-1,Amrit
Nagar No-2,Dineshpur,District-
Udhamsingh Nagar,UK.inform
thatin my service record my
son Abhishek Vaishnav DOB
wrongly-written 02/03/2002
instead of 08/02/2002.

0040559763-2

1,JC N0.-330302A Sub-Baldev
Singh,S/o0 Sagata Ram,R/0:Vill-
Sirta,Teh.+Distt-
Kaithal,Haryana-136027.inform
thatin my service record my
mother’s DOB and name
wrongly mentioned as
12/01/1936 and Smt.Bhagwati
Deviinstead 0f01/01/1944 and
Bhagwanti, respectively.

0040559763-3

|,Gaurav Babbar,S/0
Shri.Parveen Babbar R/0-J-171,
3rdFloor,Saket,New Delhi-
110017,has been wrongly-
written my father’'s name as
Praveen Babbar instead of
Parveen Babbar and mother’s
name as Tina Babbar instead of
Teenu Babbar in my Class 10th
Certificate(CBSE).

0040559781-10

l,Gurmeet Kaur Saggi W/O
Kanwar Jit Singh Saggi R/0O Flat
No.22,Sur-Air Apartment, Sec.-
15, Rohini Delhi-89 informs that
Gurmeet Kaur and Gurmeet
Kaur Saggi both are same and
one person. 0040559692-3

I,DHARAM PAL S/O KISHAN
CHAND RESIDENT 364,VILLAGE-
JHUNDPUR,DISTT-
SONIPAT,HARYANA HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
DHARAMPAL CHHABRA.

0040559766-5

l,Ankush S/0 Vinod Kumar R/O
201-202, Ground Floor Pocket-
11, Sector-22, Rohini Delhi-
110086, changed my nameto
Ankush Garg. 0040559766-6

l,Amarpreet Singh Mauiji,S/0
Surinder Paul Singh Mauiji,R/0
WZ-224A, Street No-
22,Santgarh Tilak-Nagar Delhi-
110018,changed my nameto
Amarpreet Singh.

0040559763-4

I, ASHOK MARWAH,S/0.MUNSHI
RAM,R/0-B-1/101, 3RD-FLOOR,
JANAKPURI,NEW DELHI-
110058,changed my name to
ASHOK KUMAR,for all
Purposes. 0040559763-6

ILANIL KUMAR AGARWAL S/0
Ashok Kumar Agarwal R/o Flat
No- 21-B, Citizen
Enclave,Sector-14 Extn, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 Have Changed my
Name to ANIL AGARWAL.

0070726665-1

I, Vinay Padroo S/o V. K. Padroo
R/0 H.No 1467, Sector-3,
Faridabad, HR on behalf of my
minor child, have changed her
name for all purposes from
Yashvee Padroo to Yaashvi
Paadro. 0040559744-1

I, Tanya D/oVijay Goel R/0-H.No-
178-179,Pocket-8,Sector-23,
Rohini North West Delhi, Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Tanya Goel

0040559716-2

l, TANU MALHOTRA D/o BHIM
SEN SUMRANI Employed as
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, Employee
ID A 240604, Presently posted at
Dte of Op LGS/AOM Branch, Air
Force Headquarters, West
Block VI, RK Puram, Ministry Of
Defence, Government of India,
Resident of Quarter No-731,
Sector-3, RK Puram, New Delhi-
110022, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as TANUSHREE. 0070726461-1

1, Sonali Chawla S/o Anil Kumar
Chawla R/0-GH-13/575,SFS-
Flats Paschim-Vihar Delhi-
110087, have changed my name
to Rohan Chawla Permanently

0040559716-4

l, Santosh Yadav s/o-Markande
Yadav R/0-H.No0.B-1289,
Shastri-Nagar, Delhi-
110052,have changed my
name,from Santosh Kumar,to
Santosh Yadav,for all
purposes. 0040559766-7

l, Sanjeev Kumar, Sanjeev
Kumar Sindhu, Sanjiv Kumar
S/o0 Sh. SurajBhan R/0 H.No. C-
7/3,2nd floor, Ardee City,
Sec.52, Gurugram, Haryana-
122003 have changed my name
to Sanjeev Sindhu for all future
purposes. 0040559707-1

I,IKBAL Kaur W/O HARPAL
SINGH,R/O E-BLOCK
GURUDWARA SRI GURU/SINGH
SABHA GREATER-KAILASH-
II,LNEW DELHI-110048,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME To IQBAL
KAUR. 0040559789-3

l, SHELENDRA SINGH
BHADORIYA S/O NARENDRA
SINGH BHADORIYA, R/0 Kheriya
bhan baldev singh ka pura,
Puranichavni, Gwalior, Madhya
Pradesh-474010, Declare that
Name of Mine and My Father
has been wrongly written as
SHELENDRA BHADORIYA AND
NARENDRA BHADORIYA in my
10TH Class Marksheet No-
0103487 & 10th class certificate
N0-078684 and SHELENDRA S
BHADORIYA AND NARENDRA S
BHADORIYA in my 12th class
Marksheet N0-0027415 & 12th
Class certificate No-026967,
The actual name of Mine and
My Father are SHELENDRA
SINGH BHADORIYA AND
NARENDRA SINGH BHADORIYA
respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

0070726463-1

1, SAURABH AGARWAL, S/0
VIRENDRA MOHAN
AGARWAL,R/0-D-2/2202,
VASANTKUNJ, SOUTH/WEST
DELHI,DELHI-110070,changed
my name to SAURABH
AGGARWAL. 0040559766-9

I, Pratap Singh Varma, S/o Sh.
Mohan Singh, R/0 B-4/215A,
DDA flats, Keshav puram, New
Delhi-110035 have changed my
name from Pratap Singh Varma
to Pratap Singh as per Affidavit
dated 23-12-2020.

0070726669-1

I, Panmati Devi
W/o0.Ex.Hawaldar Sudama
Dubey R/0-B 507, Prem Nagar,
street.No-1,Near-Baljeet
Nagar,New Delhi-110008,have
Changed my Name Ranmati
Devito PanmatiDevi, for all
future purposes

0040559716-3

1, PRAVEEN SINGHAL
S/OBASDAV KUMAR SINGHAL,
R/0-1/4920,BALBIR NAGAR
EXTN STREET.NO-6,SHAHDARA
DELHI-110032,have changed
my name to PRAVEEN KUMAR
SINGHAL 0040559781-5

l, PRATIPURNA MAHATO S/O
DILIP MAHATO, R/0 Narayangar
Alias Karka, Puruliya,
Panchakotraj, West Bangal-
723132,Declare that Name of
Mine and My Father has been
wrongly written as
PRATIPURNA DHIBAR AND DILIP
DHIBAR in my all Educational
documents. The actual name
of Mine and My Father are
PRATIPURNA MAHATO AND
DILIP MAHATO Respectively,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070726678-1

|1 Ekta Bhatia D/o Sh.Binod

Bhatia W/o Sh.Anil Kataria R/o
21-B, Deep Enclave, Pocket-D,
Ashok Vihar Phase-3, Delhi-
110052 have changed my name
after marriage to Ekta Kataria
forall purposes.

0040559713-7

Itis General Information that
1,Zamir Ahmad Ansari,son of
Shri.Jamil Ahmad
Ansari,Residing
at,H.No.1559,Katra Pathan
Wala sarai Khalil Sadar-Bazar
Delhi-110006,declare that
name Of mine has been
wrongly-written as Aziz
Ahmed aged-46 years in my
birth-certificate the actual
name of mine Zamir Ahmed
Ansarirespectively.

0040559781-9

1,ZOYA MANSOOR D/o
Mohammed Mansoor R/o
House No-6309, Gali Bait Wali,
Bara Hindu Rao, North Delhi-
110006 Have Changed my
Name to ZOYA. 0070726667-1

I Deepak Kumar S/0, Avinash
Kumar SardanaR/o
H.no,3/110a Ramesh Nagar
Near Kirti New Delhi 110015
have changed my nameto
Deepak Kumar Sardana for all
purposes. 0040559700-1

LOST & FOUND

1,N0.JC 303703L Rank SUB (DMT)
G.Kumar R/o Vilaage-
Nayanthyur, Dist-NAA (North
Arcot Ambedkar) Tehsil-
Tirupattur, Pin-635651 State
Tamilnadu, have changed my
son’s name from Gogul K to
Gokul K for all purposes.

0040559781-4

I, Dr.Vimal Jain S/o0. Late Sh.
LaxmiLal R/0.GG-1/175A, Vikas
Puri, New Delhi.Have Lost
Original Possession / Demand
Letter of Property Flat No.GG-
1/175A, Vikas Puri, New Delhi.
Finder Please Contact above
Address/Ph. 9810027869.

0040559705-1

I,MOHIT BANGARI S/0 Dan Singh
Bangari,R/0 Kh.no-10/18 st.no-
26 A-Block kamal-vihar
kamalpur Burari Delhi-84,have
lost my original-certified class-
10th year-2016 Rollno-8649266
CBSE-DELHI. 0040559763-10

1, NIKKI,S/0 OM PARKASH,
ADDRESS:47,S/FB/SR/P,BAPU
PARK, KOTLA MUBARAK-PUR,
LODHI-ROAD, NEW DELHI-
110003,changed my nameto
NIKKI KUMAR KANOJIA.

0040559763-5

I, NAGENDRA KUMAR,S/0 Greesh
babu,R/0-E-3/239,C shivram-
park Nangloi,Delhi-41,have lost
my original-certificate Class-
10th year-2008 Rollno-6151760
CBSE-DELHI. 0040559766-10

I, MILAN KUMAR S/0 MANOHAR
VISHWAKARMA Employed as
AUDITOR in DEFENCE
ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT
(DAD),GOVT.OF INDIA,
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE,
PCA(FYS), AYUDH BHAWAN, 10-
A, S.K. BOSE ROAD, KOLKATA-
700001 and Resident of VASANT
VIHAR, KOYLANAGAR, POST-
BCCL TOWNSHIP,
KALAKUSUMA, DHANBAD,
JHARKHAND-826005, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as MILAN
KUMAR SHARMA.

0070726675-1

l, Kanta Mehta W/o Madan Lal
Mehta, MCPOMA | (Hon. S/Lt)
R/0 1909, Sector-37, Arun Vihar,
NOIDA, UP 201303 declare that
my correct date of birth is 01-
07-1939 0040559746-2

I, KS Bawa S/o-Swarn Singh
Bawa,R/0:C-70,Patel Garden
Extn.,Najafgarh Road,
Kakrola,New Delhi-59,have
Changed My Name to Karnail
Singh Bawa. 0040559753-1

I, JITENDER SINGH BAGGA,S/O
SOHANSINGH R/0-593/1
DURGA-ASHRAM CHATTARPUR-
EXTN DELHI-10074.have
changed my name to JITENDER
SINGH. 0040559766-1

I, Harmanijit Singh Chhatwal
S/o-Jatinder Pal Singh
Chhatwal,R/0:C-2/44, First
Floor, Janakpuri, New Delhi-
58,have Changed My Name to
Harmanjeet Singh Chhatwal.

0040559753-3

l, Garima D/o Vijay Goel R/o-
Ward.No-15, Bhatnagar Gali-
Samalkha, Panipat, Haryana-
132101, have changed my name
toGarimaGoel  0040559716-1

I, Asha Verma, W/o Pratap
Singh, R/0 B-4/215A, DDA flats,
Keshav puram, New Delhi-
110035 have changed my name
from Asha Vermato Asha Singh
as per Affidavit dated 23-12-
2020. 0070726673-1

I, Amarjeet Singh S/o Avtar
Singh Malhotra R/0-B-252, 3rd
Floor, Priyadarshini Vihar,
LaxmiNagar, Delhi-110092,
have changed my nameto
Amarjeet Singh Malhotra.

0040559699-1

I, Adil Hussain Butt R/O B-26,
Ghafoor Nagar, New Delhi-
110025 have changed my name
to Adil Hussain for all future
purposes. 0040559732-1

1, SAMINA BANU,spouse
0f,N0.14652009X(NK)SAYYAD
AMIR BASHIR, resident
ofVillage-Shirur Kasar,
P.0.&Tehsil-Shirur Kasar,
District-Beed, Maharashtra-
413249, have changed my
name,from SAMINA BANU,to
SAYYAD SAMINA, vide
affidavit-dated:08/01/2021,
before Notary-Advocate,
Madan Lal Gupta, Regd.No.-
4921, NewDelhi.

0040559753-2

I Parimal Biswas F/o Fairly
Biswas, R/O Flat no.83, Sector-
12, Pocket-1, Gangotri
Apartment, Dwarka, New
Delhi-110078, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
Fearli Biswas to Fairly Biswas

0040559746-1

IMohammad Musleem Alam
S/0, Mohammad Kashim Alam
R/0 Wz-17,3rd Floor Back Side
Hari Singh Park New Multan
Nagar New Delhi 110063 have
changed my nameto
Mohammad Muslim Alam

0040559703-1

I, Rushali Garg r/o D/05-5,
Redwood Residency, Sector-78,
Tigaon Road, Faridabad,
Haryana 121101 declare that
my father’s name has been
wrongly written as Dheeraj
Garg in some of my documents.
His correct name is Dhiraj Garg.

0040559697-1

1Jagdish Kumar Garg S/0, Late
Om Prakash Garg R/o NSR-19,
T/F, Mianwali Nagar, Paschim
Vihar- 110087 have changed my
nameto Jagdish Garg forall
purposes. 0040559701-1

I, Raghbir singh,S/0 harbans
singh,Address-4/176 2nd-floor,
subhash-nagar, new delhi-
110027,changed my name to
Raghubir Singh. 0040559763-7

l,Radhika/Radhika Arora
W/0.Sanjeev kumarR/o-
House.No-51 Shakti-
Vihar,Pitam Pura,Delhi-
110034,have changed my name
to Rama Arora Permanently

0040559716-5

I ASHWANI JAIN S/O-KAILASH
CHANDRA JAIN R/0O-C-6/95B
KESHAV PURAM DELHI-110035
CHANGED MY NAMETO
ASHWANI KUMAR JAIN FORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0070726681-1

I,Avitesh Singh,S/o Balram
Singh,Add-chotpur colony sec-
63 noida,Gautam Buddh
nagar,U.P.have lost my
original-certificate Class-10th
year-2016,Rollno-5386320
CBSE-DELHI. 0040559766-11

PUBLIC NOTICE

“That my client Mahaveer Chand Lodha S/o
Late Shri Dharam Chand Lodha R/o A2/225,
Paschim Vihar, Delhi has lost the original title
documents with respect to property no.
A2/225, Paschim Vihar, Delhi viz. Original
Perpetual Lease Deed No. 613, dated
24.01.1977 executed by DDA in favour of Shri
Vinayak Madhu Rao Desai S/o Sh. M.K.
Desai, original Power of attorney and original
Agreement to Sell executed by Sh. Vinayak
Madhu Rao Desai in favour of Sh. Dharam
Chand Lodha and if any body found the
same, kindly return the same to my client or to
the undersigned at the address and contact
number mentioned below and not to misuse
the same in any manner.
Sd/-
RAKESH KUMAR
Advocate
Ch. No. 442, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54"

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Sh. Kishan Chand,
Slo Late Shri Chand, R/o 5B, Hanuman
Enclave, Lane number 3, Nangloi, Delhi-
110041 is transferring the 50% of the property
bearing No. 5B/1, Hanuman Enclave, Lane
number 3, Nangloi, Delhi-110041 in faviour of
his son Mukesh Kumar, S/o Sh. Kishan
Chand, R/o 5B, Hanuman Enclave, Lane
number 3, Nangloi, Delhi-110041. All person
claiming an interest in the said property or
any part of thereof by way of sale, gift, lease,
possession, easement attachment or
otherwise however, are hereby required to
make the same known to Seller at his
residence within 15 days from the date
hereof, failing which the said transfer of
property will be completed without any
reference to such claim and the same if any
shall be considered as waived.
Sd/-
(Mohit Malik)
Advocate
124-125, 1st Floor, District Center,
Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client SH. DHARAMVEER SINGH S/o SH.
PRATHVI SINGH and his Wife SMT. BHATERI
DEVI Both are R/o House No. 359,
AUCHANDI, NORTH-WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110039, HAVE SEVERED ALL OF THEIR
RELATION WITH HIS SON (DEEPAK) AND
HAVE DISOWNED/ DEBARRED HIM FROM
ALL MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES, BECAUSE OF THE ANTI-
FAMILY ACTIVITY AND CRUELTY
COMMITTED UPON MY CLIENT’S. My client
is not having even talking terms with the above
noted person, neither my client is having any
control over him. My client shall not be
Responsible for the acts, deeds and things,
done by him. My client has nothing to do with

his business and liabilties.
Sd/- RAGHAV KAPOOR (ADVOCATE)
OFFICE:- G-22, GROUND FLOOR, R.G.
COMPLEX-Il, PRASHANT VIHAR, ROHINI,
DELHI-110085
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PUBLIC NOTICE
“Itis to inform to the public at large that
Mr. Om Parkash Bansal acquired
Property No. R-68, measuring 50 sq.
Klrds., partof Khasra No. 18, at Rishabh

lagari, Model Town, Delhi, vide Sale
Deed dt. 14.09.2005 executed by Mrs.
Pinki Bansal W/o. Mr. Om Parkash
Bansal and Mr. Om Parkash Bansal is
the undisputed owner of said property
yet . OR Any person / firm / institution /
company having any claim or right in
respect of the said Property by way of
inheritance, share, sale, agreement,
lease, license, gift, possession, legal
heirs, partners or encumbrance
howsoever or otherwise is hereby
required to intimate in writing to the
undersigned within 07 days from the
date of publication of this notice of
his/her/their share or claim, if any, with
all supporting documents at below
mentioned address. After expiration of
notice period, the claims, if any, of such
person shall be treated null and void and
also treated as waived and not binding
onour client.
Ajay Kumar Giri - Advocate
H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikram Vihar,
Lajpat Nagar 4, New Delhi 110024

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known my clients (1) LAXMI NARAYAN
S/O LATE SH. PANNA LAL VERMA (2)
MANJU DEVI W/O SH. LAXMI NARAYAN
BOTH RESIDENT OF C-63, AYDHYAPAK
NAGAR, NANGLOI, DELHI-110041 have
disowned and severed all their relation with
their son namely ABHISHEK ALIAS MONTI
AND HIS WIFE KOMAL and debarred them
from their movable and immovable
properties/ assets due to their misbehavior,
unfamiliar ~ activities,  intolerable  act,
misconduct and going against my clients.
Anybody dealing with them in civil and
criminal matter shall be doing at his/her/their
own risk, cost and responsibility and my
client's family shall not be liable for their any
act.
Sd-
SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/1988
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Sd/-
B.K. Yadav, Advocate
Delhi High Court
Ch, No. 576, Western Wing
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Prabhjit Singh S/o S. Gulshan
Raj Singh R/o A-77, Ground Floor, Gali
No.11, Krishna Park Extn., New Delhi-18,
has severed his relations from his wife|
Jagjit Kaur and his son Noor Nanak|
Singh both R/o A-77, Ground Floor, Gali
No.11, Krishna Park Extn., New Delhi-
110018, & disowned and debarred them)
from all his moveable and immovable
properties and shall not be responsible for|
their civil & criminal acts, deeds and things|
done in past, present & future. Any one
who deals with them shall be doing at their|
own cost and risks and my above client]
will not be held responsible of their acts|
hereafter. Shiv Datt Atri (Advocate)

SR-1I-B, Janakpuri, Delhi-110058.

Plot no. A-48/29, DLF City, Phase-1,
Gurgaon was registered in the name
of Mrs. Preeti Shah W/o Late Rajiv
Shah and Ms. Gayatri Shah D/o Late
Rajiv Shah both R/o C-182 Defence
Colony New Delhi-110024. Mrs.
Preeti Shah expired on 11-08-2016
leaving her surviving behind the
following legal heirs: Ms. Gayatri
Shah & Mr. Rajat Shah. Accordingly
the names of Ms. Gayatri Shah and
Mr. Rajat Shah are being noted in
DLF’s record in respect of the 50%
share in the captioned plot. If any
body has any objection to this he or
she may approach M/s DLF Ltd. or
the undersigned within 21 days of
publication of this notice.
S.K.JAIN (Advocate)
D-184, Ashok Vihar Phase-I,
Delhi-110052, Ph: 9817292629

Plot no. B-4/10, DLF City, Phase-1,
Gurgaon was registered in the name
of Mr. Rajiv Shah S/o Late Banarsi
Lal Shah and Mr. Rajat Shah S/o
Late Rajiv Shah both R/o C-182
Defence Colony, New Delhi-110024.
Mr. Rajiv Shah expired on 13-11-
2010 leaving behind a will in favor
of his wife Mrs. Preeti Shah. Subse-
quently the captioned plot is noted
in DLF's record in the name of Mrs.
Preeti Shah and Mr. Rajat Shah. Mrs
Preeti Shah expired on 11.08.2016
leaving her surviving behind the
following legal heirs: Ms. Gayatri
Shah & Mr. Rajat Shah. Accordingly
the names of Ms. Gayatri Shah and
Mr. Rajat Shah are being noted in
DLF's record in respect of the 50%
share in the captioned plot. If any
body has any objection to this he or]
she may approach M/s DLF Ltd. or
the undersigned within 21 days of
publication of this notice.

S.K.JAIN (Advocate)

D-184, Ashok Vihar Phase-I,
Delhi-110052, Ph: 9817292629

This is to inform to the Public at
large that the Original Share
Certificate No. EF/113 dated
21-April-2001 issued to Mrs.
Rashmi Juneja (Membership.
No. 166) by Udyog Sheel Mahila
Sahkari Samiti Ltd. of Property
bearing Flat No. 18, Ground
Floor, U. S. Complex, 120,
Mathura Road, Opp. Apollo
Hospital, New Delhi-110076,
has been lost/misplaced by
my client Mrs. Rashmi Juneja
who has tried her best to find
the same but it is not traceable.
Thereafter, she made an Online
complaint to P. S. Crime Branch,
Delhi vide LR No. 841038/2020
dated 24-Dec.-2020.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

DIRECTORATE OF INDUSTRIES & COMMERCE

1st Floor, Udyog Bhawan, Rail Head Complex, Jammu
Tele/Fax: +91-191-2474084, E-mail: directorindcomjammu @gmail.com, Website: www.investjammu.in
Request for proposal (RFP) for hiring of Consultancy firms for supporting the
Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir for implementation of Business Reform
Action Plan (BRAP) & District BRAP under Ease of Doing Business program
by Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).
Reference No: DI&C/J/Acctts/2020-21/1468 Dated 06.01.2021

Directorate of Industries & Commerce, Jammu nodal agency for hiring
Consultancy firm for implementing Business Reforms Action Plan of DPIIT, Govt. of
India for Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir invites Request for proposal (RFP)
from reputed consultancy firms of national and international repute for the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir in Ease of Doing Business.

The document can be downloaded from the website www.jktenders.in. Response
to this Request for Proposal (RFP) shall be deemed to have been done after care-
ful study and examination of this document with full understanding of its implications.

The last date of submission of Bid through www.jktenders.in is 27th January
2021, 1200 hrs.

Issuer
Director

DIPJ-9687 Industries and Commerce, Jammu

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT
=~ CHENNAI KANYAKUMARI INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR PROJECT
BID NOTICE NO.OCB/CKICP/MC-4/EPC-06/01, Dated.04.01.2021

1. The Superintending Engineer (H), PIU, CKICP for and on behalf of Governor of State of
Tamil Nadu invites bids for “Upgrading Thanjavur - Mannargudi Road (SH-63) from
Km 0/000 to Km 15/250 and Km 17/100 to Km 27/585 to two lane with paved shouldersand
maintenance of entire project stretch design length of 25.735 km for 7 years’(in the State of
Tamil Nadu on Engineering, Procurementand Construction (EPC) Mode)”.

2. The bid document will be available online in the website, www.tntenders.gov.in from
11.01.2021 at 16.00 hours (IST).

3. Pre-bid Meeting will be held on 25.01.2021 at 11.30 hours (IST). Kindly refer the
Invitation For Bid (IFB) uploaded in www.tntenders.gov.in for further details.

4. Anon-refundable fee of Rs.20,000/- (inclusive of tax) is required to be paid towards Bid
Document Fee.

5. Deadline for online submission of bids: on or before 15.00 hours (IST) on 23.02.2021.
6. Online Technical Bid opening at16.00 hours (IST) on 23.02.2021.
7. Further Addendum in this regard will be available only in e-procurement portal
www.tntenders.gov.in, ifany.
Superintending Engineer (H),
PIU, Chennai Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor Project
CKICP Complex, HRS Campus, 76 Sardar Patel Road, Guindy,
Chennai- 600 025. Tamil Nadu, India. Telephone No: +91 44 2235 0610
Email:sepiuckicp@gmail.com / Website: www.ckicp.tnhighways.gov.in

DIPR/138/Tender/2021

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT
- CHENNAI KANYAKUMARI INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR PROJECT
BID NOTICE NO. OCB/CKICP/MC-4/EPC-09/01, Dated.07.01.2021

1. The Superintending Engineer (H), PIU, CKICP for and on behalf of Governor of State of
Tamil Nadu invites bids for “Upgrading Mayiladuthurai-Thiruvarur Section of SH23 from
Design Chainage Km 4+500 to Km 7+430, Km 10+130 to Km 20+925, Km 21+591 to
Km 25+400 & Km 27+400 to Km 35+632 to two lane with paved shoulders and construction of
two bypasses for a length of 4.70 Km from Km 7+430 to Km 10+130 and Km 25+400 to
Km 27+400 and maintenance of entire Project stretch (30.466 km) for 7 years under
Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) Mode”.

2. The bid document will be available online in the website, www.tntenders.gov.in from
11.01.2021 at 16.00 hours (IST).

3. Pre-bid Meeting will be held on 25.01.2021 at 11.30 hours (IST). Kindly refer the Invitation For
Bid (IFB) uploaded in www.tntenders.gov.in for further details.

4. A non-refundable fee of Rs.20,000/- (inclusive of tax) is required to be paid towards Bid
Document Fee.

5. Deadline for online submission of bids: on or before 15.00 hours (IST) on 23.02.2021.

. Online Technical Bid opening at 16.00 hours (IST) on 23.02.2021.

7. Further Addendum in this regard will be available only in e-procurement portal
www.tntenders.gov.in, if any.

(=2

Superintending Engineer (H),
PIU, Chennai Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor Project
CKICP Complex, HRS Campus, 76 Sardar Patel Road, Guindy,
Chennai- 600 025. Tamil Nadu, India. Telephone No: +91 44 2235 0610
Email:sepiuckicp@gmail.com / Website: www.ckicp.tnhighways.gov.in

DIPR/137/Tender/2021

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-Tender Notice No.: Sr. DEE/RS/ELS/CNB/2020-21/RET-07

E-Tender Notice
Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer/RS/North Central Railway/Kanpur, for and on behalf of the President of India, invite the
following open E-Tender for the following work up to Tender Opening Date & Time. The details of the tenders are as under:-

Date: 04.01.2021

If anyone finds, please Tender N fwork Advertised ﬁ;rrﬁ;t
ame of worl
contact at 9899111134: No. ValueX Deposit ¥
Sanjeev Kumar Mallik - - -
(Advocate) ELS-CNB Washing & cleaning of complete loco body, both cab, corridoor path, 27,02,640.00 54,100.00
Enl. No.: D/41/2000 """ | look out glass, elliptical glass and cattle guard of conventional and 3 (TwTentyTieven Lakh | (Fifty Four
Ch. No.: 99, Patiala House Courts, 2020-21- phase Electric Locomotives at Electric Loco Shed, North Central wo Thousand Thousand
g a RET. Six Hundred One Hundred
N.D.-110001. Mob. 9818595292 -07 Railway, Kanpur for period of three years Qty. 6000 Nos. Forty only) only)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sh. Satish Ruhil S/o Sh. Ajit Singh
R/o Flat No. 83, GH-12, Paschim
Vihar Delhi is owner in possession of
SFS Flat No. 83, PKT-GH-12,
Paschim Vihar, N D., and has offered
to sell the said property to Smt.
Shashi Bala and Sh. Sushil Kumar
who intend to mortgage the said
property with State Bank of India. The
Original Will, dt. 12.10.1999, R No.
55134 executed in favour of Sh.
Satish Ruhil, is lost/ not traceable for
which FIR is already lodged. By way
of this public notice it is informed to
general public to return if anyone has
found this document, and /or be
informed that any person having
claim, any charge, interest, lien or
claim on the basis of the said Will he
/she may notify to the undersigned
with the documentary proof/ Court
judgment within 15 days from the day
of publication failing which the title /
sale deeds executed in favour of
Smt. Shashi Bala and Sh. Sushil
Kumar., Shall be deemed to be clear,
and marketable without any defect
encumbrance and free to create
equitable mortgage.
Sd/-
Anil Kumar
Advocate
D 1 /251, STREET NO. 6
HARSH VIHAR,
NEW DELHI-110093

PUBLIC NOTICE
This s to inform to the Public at
large that the Original Builder-
Buyer Agreements dated 22-Feb.-
1992 & 08-April-1994 executed by
Arya Shamlal Jaipalmal Pvt. Ltd.,
Jaisav Samiti & The Delhi
Registered Stockholders (I&S)
Association Ltd. through Mr.
Vikram Sheel Gupta in favor of
M/s Integer Management
Services Pvt. Ltd. through Mr.
Somnath Arya and thereafter
assigned to M/s Precision
Equipment through its proprietor
Sh. Parmeshwar Dayal Agarwal,
of Property bearing Unit No. 502
& 503, Avantka Complex, 13,
L.S.C, J-Block, Saket, New Delhi-
110017, has been lost/misplaced
by my client Sh. Parmeshwar
Dayal Agarwal who has tried his
best to find the same but those
are not traceable. Thereafter,
he made online complaint to P. S.
Crime Branch, Delhi vide LR No.
555783/2020 dated 09-Sep.-2020.
If anyone finds, please
contact at 9810393465.
Sanjeev Kumar Mallik
(Advocate)

Enl. No.: D/41/2000

Ch. No.: 99, Patiala House Courts,
ND-110001. Mob. 9818595292

Completion period of Work: 03 Years. Tender Document Cost: I NIL Tender Opening Date & Time: 29.01.2021 &
15:30hrs. Note: 1. The complete information along with tender document of above e-Tenders is available on website
www.ireps.gov.in up to due date & time of tender opening. 2. Bids, other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepted
against above Tenders. For this purpose, vendors are required to get themselves registered with IREPS website along with
Digital Signature Certificates issued by CCAunder IT Act-2000. 3. Offer rates quoted in the form of e-tender schedule & duly
signed digitally shall be final. No other documents related to offer rates shall be entertained. Tenderers are advised not to
attach any document related to offer rates (except undertaking(s) asked). These documents shall be treated as NULL and
void and shall not be considered for evaluation of offer. 4. Documents being attached should be signed by the tenderer on its
body. 5. This tender notice has also been uploaded on www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in 6. In case of any difficulty helpdesk
available on the website of IREPS may be approached. 13/21(D)

[#] @ CPRONCR

[¥] North central railways

www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

wEEE HAfaNem e ArEr
AR ARt fawm, SEyR aF-fgde, iR, SEgR

Telephone: 0141 2702700 E-mail: ace.region2jaipur@yahoo.com
chATeR: -3t/ /8 (e ) 2020-21/7894-905 feqter: 31122020
ferer e

TEIEA & TSAUA FEIGE i iR | frfafaa @ 7g 59 W ifiifie faum ve usa @ear/a<
WHR & AFA HSTH/F den fmfor fgamers v EeR faamAed senfe # suge Jo §
i Hagent ¥ freifta yo § E-vrerRde gftran g1 e smifya i S €

S. | NIT Name of work Estt. | Bid Security | Tender Tender Last dt. | Technical |Completion
No.| No. Cost (Rs. Fee (Rs.) | document | online Bid period
In Lacs) download | submis- | Opening
starting sion of date
Date bids
1 05/ |“Work of Construction of | 1836.21 |In lieu of 20000 1.1.2021 | 13.1.2021 | 15.1.2021 | 9 Months
2020-21|OHSRs, CWS, Pump security a Bid At 03.00 Up to At 03:00
House including electro- Security dec- PM 06.00 PM PM
mechanical works, P/L/J laration shall
of rising main Pipleline be given. The
from Pump House to bid security
OHSRs, P/L.J of Pipeline declaration
from OHSRs to VTCs, shall be given
P/L.J of Internal Village in the pre-
distribution network and scribed form
providing Functional uploaded on
Household Tap water the Website
connection (FHTCs) http://eproc.
including 5 years O & M rajasthan.gov.
on Single point responsi- in http://sppp.
bility, Turneky Basis, in rajasthan.gov.
13 villages and Dhanies in with stamp
of MLA Constituency duty of Rs.
Dudu of District Jaipur, 50/-+30%
from Pachewar Pump surcharge as
House, under Jal Jeevan prescribed.
Mission (JIM)”
frferer @ wwifra ferga faeron fr=fafea Jemge W & 1 9 €
(1) www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in (2) http://sppp.raj.nic.in
UBN: PHE 2021 WLOB 08339 BN/~
(WY St )
SaRem J&T At

T W aAfEitrent famr
DIPR/C/106/2021

AR g-fgdE, sEgR

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD 4323

ACROSS DOWN
1. Best part of a collection of horse 1 Girlin glasses (4)
nails (5,5) 2 Military command to requisition

6 The money’s right as well (4) weapons (5,4)

10 Unfortunately the lady’s upset 3 Pen has the French way of

(5) writing (5)
11Nogoodatallforuseinariot(9) 4They take the blow and shake in

12 You do what you like with it panic(7)

(4/4) 5 Lots may be held in them (7)

13 The very bottom of a broken 7Audibly permitted (5)

drain(5) 8 SweetsI'd servedupina

15 Variety of red rose seen in grievous condition (10)

church(7) 9 Awing consisting of ten parts (8)

17 Record-holders (7) 14 First race l organise for

19 Demands its sins be found out craftsmen (10)

(7) 16 Give an account of French
21 The case of the diplomat’s aide writer (8)

(7) 18 Eve’s vicar is upset when the
22 Fall into part of the main order’s changed (4,5)
current(5) 20 Servile as East Europeans?

24 Abit over-developed and not at
all successful (8)

27 Found to be less habit-forming
9) 23 She’soutinayacht(5)
28 There may be a few (5) 25 Everything unqualified
29 Young leader in wild set makes (5)

painful sight (4) 26 Present her with a key
30 Break away from the craft(5,5) (4)

(7)
21 One more metamorphosis on
earth(7)

Solution Crossword 4322 Across: 1Ordeals, 5 Elbow, 8 Sugar beet, 9 Rod,

10 Trap, 12 Adhesion, 14 Regain, 15 Strand, 17 Sunshade, 18 Pets, 21 Ski, 22 Cigarette,
24 Sharp, 25 Overall. Down: 10nset, 2 Dog, 3 Airs, 4 Steady, 5 Entreaty, 6 Barricade, 7
Widened, 11 Argentina, 13 Nightcap, 14 Resists, 16 Adagio, 19 Swell, 20 Free, 23 Tea.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Creativityisallowingy Ifto__ Artis knowing whichonesto__-Scott Adams
(4...4)

REDYE AACDMP

LMYAE ACHUKK

Swepy 100S - dady
0] SAUO YDIYM SUIMOWY ST 1Y "SA{EIST U 0] J]2SINOA SUIMO][E ST ANANEI) :ToMSUY
WXPINHD dYDAVIALXTYAIN ‘AT :NOLLO10S

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

NOW THAT WE HAVE A NEW WASHER, WE
SHOULD SET UF A NEW WASHING Eﬂuﬂ}iﬁﬁ

YOU MEAN WHERE YOU FRETEND ¥OU
DON'T KNOW HOW TO LSE THE WASHING

[T +| MACHINE SO | END UP 'i'u'.ﬂ.EHfHE
I/ | LIKE 1E EVERYTHING?
OUR |§
CLRRENT | 1
.
E
E
X
]
B
-\
Difficult.y Level 5s =5 = I Cg
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BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
If you are to broaden
your support or
extend your
horizons over the

coming months, you'd better

start now. Try arousing
emotional sympathy, but
without in any way slipping
into self-pity. Other people are
hardly likely to support you if
they don't think you're
concerned about them.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
It'sbound tobe a
little longer before
you fully recover
from last year's

minor setbacks. In part, that's a

tribute to the power of your

memory. Today's lunar position
offers travel as an escape route,
but also advises you to check
out the ethical implications:
you want to do the right thing.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
The Sunand
Mercury command
you to stick to hard
work today - and

that's an order. Yet, other

planets give completely
contradictory advice, and if
you're determined to enjoy
yourself then you should aim
for imaginative pursuits, not to
mention those which could
bring in extra cash.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Theart of
compromise doesn't
always come
naturally, which is

why you may now have a slight

difficulty fitting in with others'
plans. However, fit in you must.

Also, be prepared to spend to

support your romantic dreams.

Idon't mean that you should

waste your cash, just utilise

whatever is necessary.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

The Sun and Jupiter
combine to stimulate
the extravagant
regions of your
horoscope. This is a wonderful
aspect for those of you who
imagine that money grows on
trees. The rest of you, take care. If

Mars and Neptune mean

anything, thenit's that you're

likely to lose control. Don't.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 23)

For once, you may surrender
yourself to total
enthusiasm and give
yourself over
wholeheartedly toa

special venture. If there's a

choice between over-

committing yourself or going
without, you may go for the
first option. You can sort out
the details later.

LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)

One way or another,

@ put the collective
good before private

everyone who is working to

make the world a better place,
charitable enterprise.

Your reputation for honesty

long run.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
traditional
occupations,

future seems to be so

dangerous. It's also a deeply

relationships, with indications
that things may never be quite
they're better.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec22)
clash of interests
between home and

and public ambitions. In actual

fact, any difficulties may

may continue to juggle

all your commitments and

same time.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
certainly going to be
stuck fast unless

help, advice and assistance.

But then they may have

all accounts your solar

chartisin a peculiarly

imaginative phase.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
forget your
responsibilities and
you have a team of servants
and staff to make sure that
care of. Asyou can see, it'sa
complicated moment. No
predilections, don't let others
hold you back without
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You're very free with
@ always with your

feelings or plans.
being very straightforward and
open may therefore be

very least you should make a

point of being honest

you'll soon have to
interest. It's a fine time for
oris otherwise dabblingin a
willdoyou good in the

It's anideal day for
@ perhaps because the
significant moment for family
the same again. Make sure that

There'll be a minor
@ work, or private ties
be in your imagination. You
keep all balls in the air at the

Family members are
@ they turn to you for
trouble pinning you down. By
restless, adventurous and

You may as well
@ have fun - but only if
practical matters are well taken
matter what your individual
good cause.

your ideas, but not
Partners who imagine you're
profoundly mistaken! At the
with yourself.

(2] IAWAHARLAL NEHRU PORT TRUST
(TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT)
1S0 9001:2015, ISO 14001:2015, ISO 27001:2013, ISO 45001:2018 CERTIFIED
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST : JNP/CM(T)/ICD/EOI/Dwarf-Depot/2021/1

Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust invites the Expression of Interest (EQI) for
Management, Maintenance and Operation of Dedicated Dwarf Container
Depot (D-Depot) inside the Port Area at JNPT. The JNPT does not constitute
any binding/commitment to invite any or all the parties in the subsequent
bidding process. JNPT will not be responsible/liable to any party in any way for
costs associated in preparation and submission of EOI. Detailed "EOI" may be
seen on http://www.jnport.gov.in Interested parties may submit "EOI" online
on CPP Portal http://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app Chief Manager (Traffic)

[KDEAN [NSTITUTE OF SCIERCE EDUCATICN AND RESZARCH MOKAL
{Eatablishi=d by Min ol Bducatan, Govl. al Indis)
Sactardl, Knawinlge City, P ul, 5.A.5, Nisgar -185308 [Pk}
Phcd 81 T2 0008 & 32400 + Fi ¢ 011722340 2, 280088
s I pPwewrasiisaresehaliacn + Emoi: siores @ ilermohabosin

 PANNG - ARARNTAIR  OSTHo:- DIAARRNTEIKIZS
IEEERW 1413302 Pur DOf - (8072024
Crlras derdiecy] 2re irvvied on behal of the Dieglor, ISER Mohal o E-procuremsn]
porial Lo, WEpclaprooore.goud n'eprecu meapg. for tha dodewng dome.

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, SHANKAR VIHAR

(NEAR MAHIPALPUR) DELHI CANTT-10
Tele No - 011-26153559

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
EOQIl is solicited from the leading vendors for supply and installation of
CCTV Cameras in all classrooms. Details for the above and EOI form
are available at school counter against cash/draft/on line transfer/POS
of ¥ 500/- each. Forms duly filled be submitted by 25 Jan 2021.
Chairman

& IfRld WRA TYER &t W)

Tereder Bel. Ho. Dckstiplas
ESERM|1412) Supgly, installatien and commibssioning of Teree-Channal MER
apipy | | SPeciromater wih aocessorins The ems | senvices ar resonmd
far el perchasn from Local Dasestc susphior.

Lassfdabi & lime Nof updcad P s rdie: A1 h Fasrgery, 208 upfattam

Fiar chvial gand ety Ol iy weedl e wssads i leprocusegure sispracummiipp,
“Tip:Narww EsarmaialLic 12", T2 shal ha acoepied only fvoegh onbse mods asdng
marei ausmsson o hesama shal ba enterained cooept iender oo and SV, Lol
lzrades wil ot be oepied. This B 2 domestc Terder aoooding o e PIT Srder Jalad
1STTEIAT pnl cldepas] porevaders 00 D order iy Pudlc Procurre] Proferenis &
FREON FORLOCAL RIPPLIERS TONAFDS FREFEFEMCE TOMARE (NN, -ud-

Asaislam Regisirar [BEF)

fferer wem: 5(XV)/NIH-2020/Pur-10 feie: 08.01.2021
faferar_smior &g Ffew/NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e, T AR HEH FgH 1 SR 4 Frefetad sue wied §q deves ffaed (Technical and
Commercial Bids) wRa # fafifsi 21 7% sifireha <ot @ amifa 1 St @ vDirector, National Institute of
Hydrology, Roorkee invites Sealed Bid in two bid (Technical and Financial) from reputed Manufacture
or their authorized dealers in India to purchase of the following equipment:

SLNo. | Name of Hydrological Instrument Quantity

1. SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF STANDALONE AIR TEMPERATURE AND HUMIDITY | 07 SET
AND RAIN GAUGE SENSORS WITH DATA LOGGER

2. SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF SOIL TEMPERATURE; SOIL MOISTURE AND ELEC- | 06 SET
TRIC CONDUCTIVITY SENSOR WITH DATA LOGGER

3. SUPPLY OF USDH-48 SEDIMENT SAMPLERS WITH WADING RODS 02 SET

4. SUPPLY OF HAND-HELD FLOW PROBE 01 SET

fferer & weif SR HRAE % A SR § A R e e 1 d9Ese www.nihroorkee.gov.in #
eEare R 1w g ) R s e s fif 29.01.2021 deR 3.00 79 9% 71 W ffR i
29.01.2021 I TF 4,00 T @it S VThe tenders may be obtained from the office of Purchase Officer
on payment of Tender Cost or the same may be downloaded from the website of NTH www.nihroor-
kee.gov.in. The tender shall be received in the office of Purchase Officer on or before 29.01.2021 up to
3.00 PM and Technical Bids will be opened on 29.01.2021 at 4.00 PM.

w4 At /Purchase Officer

SEARCH FOR KIDNAPPED PERSON

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH MOHALI

= {Estd. by Minisiry of Edunalioa , Gove od India)
oo Gl Enowizdoe Gy, FOMasauli S A5 Kegar, NohalHH40EDE, Penjab
ST2-2200068 Fanc 01723240424 Email  sbomesiiisermahal. acin
SERM 14155 20021 Pur Dierbesz - QUG Y. 2002
Short E-Tender Notice for Catering Services
Ornima tendens| are iswiled on behal of Orector, [ISER Mchak 2t E-Procursmen
Fi s eprociine advineprocumiapp Ry the folirsing dems =

g-Tender Bef. ko Diescriptian Lzl Crades & Time: e
ISERM{1415) | Catering Service for | dpkad Ihe T
i1 Pur Hostel No. 5, 7T & & Pay| 01.02.2021

| and Eal System upto 11 a.m.

Far delail and Sppiy online, please wigidl 1he wabaila
hitpsifeprocure. govireprecumelapp o htipslweewsilsgrmahali.ac.in
Zid|s} ahall be poceplad :l'l':l' 1hr l3IJ§||'I onina moada and no manuel
submisnn af the sama shal bo entedainod excepl iender fea 2nd EMD,
Late hendara will not be accapled. Asslatant Registrar (S&P)
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General publicis here by informed that
this person namely Sardar Ravinder
Singh S/o Late Sh. Dilip Singh R/o E-
75, 3rd Floor, Lajpat Nagar 1st, Delhi
Age : 54 years, Height : 55", Face :
Oval, Complexion : Wheatish, Built :
Thin, wearing Navy blue colour
turbon, blue colour shirt, black colour
Sardar Ravinder pant and black colour leather shoes
Singh in feet, has been missing since
24.09.2018 from near Dr. Shroff Eye
Hospital, Darya Ganj from the jurisdiction of P.S. Darya
Ganj, Delhi. In this regard DD No. 19-A dated 26.09.2018
hasbeenlodged at P.S. Darya Ganj, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this
missing person may kindly inform to the following:-

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Fax: 24368639,

Tel.: 24368638/24368641

SHO : P.S. Darya Ganj, Delhi
Ph. : 011-23279331,
23274683

DP/576/CD/20

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

General Public is hereby informed that
an one male person was found dead at
Rain Basera, Padam Nagar, Delhi
dated 18.12.2020. In thisregard a vide
DD No. 31-A, dated 18.12.2020 has
been registered at P.S. Sarai Rohilla,
Delhi. The description of the dead
body is given as under Name:
Subhash Das, S/o: Nityanand, R/o:
Unkonwn, Age: About 40 vyears,
Height: 54", Complexion: Sallow,
Built: Thin, Face: Long, Wearing:
Cream Colour Jacket and Black Colour Pant.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the dead
person but no clue has come to light so far. If any one having any
information about this dead person please inform undersigned.

SHO
P.S. Sarai Rohilla, Delhi

DP/861/N/2021 Ph.: 011-23693611, 8750870133

L.No.C/132/PUBLICITY/UNSOLICITED/2021

OPEN TENDER
On behalf of The President of India, Divisional Railways Manager (Commercial)
North Central Railways/Jhansi invites open tenders for Installation and
maintenance of Yatri Pratikshalay along with publicity right for the period of five
years at Jhansi Railway station of Jhansi division under Signal packet system
as per following details-

Date : 06.01.2021

Tender No. Name of Work

Installation and maintenance of 06 nos of Yatri-
Pratikshalay along with publicity right outside Jhansi
Railway station.

166-UNSOLICITED-21

Period of Contract : 05 Years, Minimum reserved L/Fee of contract for
First Year (in %) Exl. GST : 2,40,000/-, Total Advertise area (sqft) : 289,
Earnest Money (in%) : 25,000/-, Cost of Tender Form (in%) Inc. GST : 2360/-
, Tender closing date and time : 08.02.2021At 15:00 hrs.

On line tenders will only be accepted. Manual/Postal/e-mail, FAX by hand
tenders will not be accepted. Bidders are advised to abtain class Il digital
signature certificate with company name & register the same with
www.ireps.gov.in Tender document cost & Earnest money can be paid only
through online e-payment gateway as provided in www.ireps.gov.in For

further details please visit the website www.ireps.gov.in. 20/21 (SP)

¥ North central railways  www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in [ @CPRONCR

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

SALEM DIVISION

Office of the Sr. Divisional
Electrical Engineer Electric Loco
Shed, Erode.
E-Tender Notice
Online tender are invited for the
following work:
Tender No: No.SA/A/RS/ED/OT/20-
21/11. Dated: 07/01/2021.
Description of Work: Contract for
Transportation of equipments of
electric locomotives based at Electric
Loco Shed, Southern Railway, Salem
Division, Erode, Contract Period: 24
Months.
All details regarding the tender are
available at https://www.ireps.gov.in.
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
Electric Loco Shed, Erode.

Follow us on:[#] twitter.com/GMSRailway

RECRUITMENT

A.M. to 5.00 P.M. Application received upto 20.01.2021.

wrafera IJurgdd, I[N (o afaarey),
BRI GIHN 0124-2321144, i =, 0124-2325500

Application for the following post is invited separately for each post to be filled. Application duly filled in alongwith self
attested copies of necessary documents must reach by Regtd Post/Speed Post /by hand delivery only to the Deputy
Commissioner, Gurugram on all working days (except Saturday, Sunday and holiday) during office hours from 9.00

Sr. | Name of | Number| Fixed Remuneration | Qualification
No.| Post | of Post (Per Month)

must be Graduate

1. | Tehsildar 1 40,000 Atleast 15 years service as Tehsildar, Naib Tehsildar out of which 5
years as Tehsildar in the Revenue Department and must be a graduate.
2. | Kanungo 1 25000 Atleast 10 year service as Field Kanungo in Revenue Department
3. Patwari 1 22000 Atleast 10 years service as Field Patwari in Revenue Department
4. | Assistant 1 25000 Atleast 5 years service as Assistant in Revenue Department and

Haryana, as per outsourcing policy of the Government.

1335/7/HRY

NOTE: 1. Sr. No. 1 to 4 shall be recruited on contractual basis out of the retired officers of the Revenue Department of

g/~
P IURGAd, THIH |

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL

E-mail: mechanicalskims @gmail.com

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Gist of e-NIT No. 59 of 2020-21 Dated. 06.01.2021

as detailed in the tender document for the following works:

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor U.T. of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical, SKIMS,
Soura Srinagar, invites online e-bids in two (02) cover system from OEM or his Authorized
Representative/ Authorized Dealers or Registered/Reputed/Experienced Firms having expertise

Sr. Name of the Work Estimated
No. Cost (in Rs.)
1. | Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Hot and Cold, Inverter Technology based Rs.

high Wall Mounted Split Type Air Conditioning Units at various areas of SKIMS, Soura. 10,50,000/-

The complete tender document is available at website http:/jktenders.gov.in. Interested Bidders/
Tenderers may view, download the e-bid document, seek clarifications and submit their bids online upto
the date and time mentioned in the table below. Tender Document contains qualifying criteria for bidders.
Specifications, Bills of Quantities & Terms and conditions of the contract and other relevant details.

i) |Date and Time of Downloading/Sale of Tender Documents 07.01.2021 at 11.00 Hour
(Starting Date)

ii) |Date & Time of Bidding Queries/Clarification/Pre-bid meet 12.01.2021 upto 14.00 Hours

iii) | Last Date & Time of Bid Uploading 13.01.2021 upto 16.00 Hour

iv) | Date of Submission of Hard Copies (Original EMD/FDR & DD only) | 14.01.2021 upto 14.00 Hour

v) | Date & Time of Commercial/Technical Bid (Cover-l) Opening 15.01.2021 at 11.00 Hours (or
next convenient day)

vi) | Date & Time of Financial Bid (Cover-lind) Opening Shall be intimated separately

vii) | Cost of e-Bid Document Rs. 500/- (Rupees Five Hundred
only)

viii)l Amount of Earnest Money Deposit (CDR/FDR) Rs. 21000/- (Rupees Twenty
One Thousand only)

ix) | Completion Time 15 Days

x) | Budget Head CD-165 for the Year 2020-21

No. SIMS 139 EX/MECH/2019-20/530/21-3499-3509-5900-03
Dated: 06.01.2021 SIMS-5902

Executive Engineer, Mechanical, SKIMS

Sd/-

New Delhi

E - TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, Civil
Division No. V, Irrigation and Flood
Control Department, Govt of NCT
of Delhi Near Paryavaran Complex,
Saiduilajab New Delhi 110030
invites on behalf of President of
India on line percentage rate tender

from approved and eligible
contractors registered with
Irrigation and  Flood Control

Department up to 3:00 P.M on
dates mentioned as below.
1. NIT 13/2020-21/EE/CD-V/IFCD
(ID No. 2021_IFC_198272_1
(Percentage rate).
H.O.A:- 2711 Non Plan.
N.O.W.:- Running charges of
department pump set 32 H.P. for
the period of four months at G
Block Aya Nagar in Mehrauli block.
E.C. Rs. 10,59,641/- Earnest
Money Rs 21,193/- Period of
Completion 120 Days. (Date of
opening 14.01.2021).
2. NIT 14/2020-21/EE/CD-V/IFCD
(ID No. 2021_IFC_198276_1
(Percentage rate).
H.O.A:- 2711 Non Plan.
N.O.W.:- Running charges of
department pump set 15 H.P. for
the period of four months at Indira
Enclave Neb Sarai in Mehrauli
Block.
E.C. Rs. 10,42,354/- Earnest
Money Rs 20,847/- Period of
Completion 120 Days. (Date of
opening 14.01.2021).
3. NIT 15/2020-21/EE/CD-V/IFCD
(ID No. 2021_IFC_198281_1
(Percentage rate).
H.O.A:- 2711 Non Plan.
N.O.W.:- Removal of obstructions,
jungle clearance and repairing of
lining / parapet wall of the damaged
portion of river channel from Jasola
to Nand Lal Channel.
E.C. Rs. 42,34,233/- Earnest
Money Rs 84,685/- Period of
Completion 365 Days. (Date of
opening 14.01.2021).
Note:- 1). The enlistment of the
contractors should be valid on the
last date of opening of tenders. In
case the last date of opening of
tender is extended the enlistment
of contractor should be valid on the
original date of opening of tenders.
2) Earnest Money in physical form
i.e. deposited at FDR/Banker
cheque /Demand Draft of schedule
bank issued in favour of EE CD V
I&FC Deptt. should be uploaded
with the tender documents. L-1
contractor has to submit uploaded
EMD immediately after opening the
tenders on intimation.
3). Details of above mentioned work can
be seen and downloaded from website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
4). Tender submitted through e-
procurement portal shall be
accepted only.
5) Corrigendum, if any will be
published on e-procurement web
site only.
Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER CD-V
DIP/Shabdarth/0541/20-21
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NOVAK, RAFA TO QUARANTINE

Novak Djokovic and Rafa Nadal will be among top men players
heading to Adelaide to serve their 14-day mandatory quarantine be-
fore travelling to Melbourne for next month's Australian Open, or-

ganisers have said.

REUTERS

— BRIEFLY ———
Olympics remain
uncertain: senior |OC
member Pound

Tokyo: A senior member of the
International Olympic Committee has
said he can't be certain the postponed
Tokyo Olympics will openin just over
six months because of the surging
pandemic in Japan and elsewhere.
The comments by Canadian 10C
member Richard Pound to British
broadcaster the BBC came as Japanese
Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga de-
clared a state of emergency on
Thursday for Tokyo and surrounding
prefectures. “ can’t be certain because
the ongoing elephant in the room
would be the surges in the virus,”
Pound said speaking about the future
of the Tokyo Games. Japan's emer-
gency order which is largely volun-
tary will be in force until the first week
of February. Tokyo reported a record
of 2,447 cases on Thursday a 50 in-
crease from the previous day _which
was also arecord day Japan has attrib-
uted over 3500 deaths to COVID19. AP

Indonesian shuttlers

banned for fixing

New Delhi: The Badminton World
Federation (BWF) handed life bans to
three Indonesian shuttlers for involve-
ment in match-fixing, match manipu-
lation and betting. The sport's govern-
ing body said “eight Indonesian
players who knew each other, and
competed in lower-level international
competitions mostly in Asia up until
2019, breached BWF Integrity
Regulations related to match fixing,
match manipulation and/or betting on
badminton.” The BWF also suspended
aMalaysian citizen, whois arepresen-
tative of an equipment brand that
sponsors badminton players, from all
badminton-related activities for life
after he was found guilty of offering
money to international players to ma-
nipulate matches. “The BWF Integrity
Unit had been investigating the indi-
vidual foranumber of years," the fed-
eration said. “Due to the nature of the
breaches and this person's access to
and influence over players his com-
pany sponsored, the Independent
Hearing Panel suspended the individ-
ual for life.” PTI

Fifa prez under fire
for Saudi PR video

London:Human rights activists are de-
nouncing FIFA President Gianni
Infantino’s starring turn in a promo-
tional video for the Saudi Arabian gov-
ernment in which he claims the king-
dom has made important changes. The
three-minute PR campaign was posted
on Twitter by the Saudi ministry of
sport featuring Infantino participating
in a ceremonial sword dance. "It's an
amazing scenery it'sanincredible his-
tory," Infantino says in part. “This is
something that the world should come
and see.” The video which features
Infantino praising how a lot has
changed in Saudi Arabia was filmed
while ona trip that saw him meet with
the crown prince who has been cred-
ited with introducing social changes
while cracking down on activists who
pushed for reforms. “It should be abun-
dantly clear to everyone at FIFA that
Saudi Arabia is attempting to use the
glamour and prestige of sport as a PR
tool todistract fromits abysmal human
rights record,"” Amnesty International
said in a statement. AP

DESPITE THE PANDEMIC

With classy fifty, Shubman triggers talk of being the ‘real deal’

SRIRAM VEERA
JANUARY 8

HAS ONE seen a more aesthetically pleasing
Test opening pair than Shubman Gill and
Rohit Sharma? It can be mulled really long
without a convincing answer. Aesthetics
can’t, of course, be a reason to pair up two
gorgeous batsmen; runs, talent, and tem-
perament will decide butit’s a nice coat-peg
to kickstart conversations and it seems Gill
is going to trigger more than a few chats in
the days to come.

From ‘real deal, bro!” to ‘lambi race ka
ghoda, bhai (one for the longer run)!’ to
‘Machi, seme sarakku iruku (he has the
goods) - the raves have already been flow-
ing across the country. Wiser heads have
pleaded for less hype but such sane emotions
feel like a kill-joy in the here and now.

Acrack of doom, the soundtrack for ashot
that echoed at the SCG to a smattering of
masked fans in particular has made it to the
world of GIFs. Gill punched a back-of-length

ball from Pat Cummins onits head, a rasping
short-arm jab finished with no follow-
through. There is something about a curtailed
follow-through that thrills the cognoscenti -
Tendulkar’s on-the-up punch that would ric-
ochet onimpact, Zaheer Abbas'’s check-drives,
Damien Martyn’s inside-out cover drive...
this shot from Gill, and his short-arm pull can
also make it to that list.

Childhood nostalgia too seeped into some
of his shots. At one point, Gill suddenly arched
back to a shortish ball from Cummins to up-
per-cut it up and over the slip cordon. When
he was a boy, his father would have his
farmhands bounce at him at his village. “Once
they realised [ wasn't getting out, they would
bounce at me a lot! And I developed the up-
per-cut there as I didn’t have the strength as
aboy to pull,” he told this newspaper couple
of years ago, when he mentioned that he al-
lows himself a chuckle at the childhood
memory whenever he plays that shot.

Who would have thought that faraway
Sydney can trigger nostalgia in a boy who
grew up in a village in Punjab and is barely

Shubman Gill, 21, batted like he
belonged in Test cricket. AP

outof his teens? Or aboy who used to devour
Domino’s Pizza (“Pizza mania something”)
before every age-group match with friend
Abhishek Sharma will one day be dining on
snarling Aussie bowlers? It's some journey
for a boy of routine who couldn’t find
Domino’s in the 2018 U-19 World Cupin New
Zealand and settled for an aural-treatinstead,
listening to Star Boy by The Weeknd during
every bus journey to the grounds.

For a few years, not that long back, Gill
would religiously check the website
Cricketarchive, a haven for cricket tragics, to
see what Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma and
Cheteshwar Pujara did at his age. “Especially
Kohli! Yaar, Virat Kohlijab 16 years tha, toh kya
karta tha? How many runs he used to make?
Iwould open up his record and check!” And
what did he find? “Achcha itna... insey toh
hamara jyaada hai yaar! Matlab sahi ja raha
hai!” (Ah,Ihave more runs than him. It means
it'sgoing well!)” and he broke in alovely am-
bition-tinged laughter of innocence.

Neither Gill nor his family know his crick-
eting failures. If he hasn’t hit a hundred in a

Golden arm stops run machine

Jadeja’s (4/62) brilliant run out of Steve Smith (131) a highlight during high-quality day of Test cricket

SANDIPG
JANUARY 8

AT THE Sydney Cricket Ground, a classical
day of Test cricket played out. Steve Smith
produced a greatness-affirming hundred to
keep Australia alive, Ravindra Jadeja ascer-
tained his all-round value with a four-wicket
haul and a devilish direct hit to keep India
afloat, Shubman Gill stroked a graceful half-
century, and Pat Cummins bowled robustly
to end a see-sawing day on an even keel, with
India progressing to 96/2 after Australia
posted 338.

But for Smith’s captivating knock,
Australiawould have faltered; but for Jadeja’s
4/62 onasluggish surface, India would have
fumbled. Their direct combat barely threw
up excitement — Smith dealt him with rou-
tine assuredness — but how they left their
individual stamp on the game was the day’s
moving narrative. It was akin to a movie with
parallel heroes connected by the same plot.

Coming on the heels of his recent slump
in form, Smith clarified to the broadcasters
ina chatduring the break: “Being out of runs
is not the same as being out of form.” He,
clearly, is judged by his own lofty standards,
and hence the run of 14 innings without a
hundred was enough to raise doomsday
alarms. Rubbish, he seemed to announce
with every splendid stroke. It was a flawless,
inscrutable exhibition of batting.

Not at any micro-point of his 132-run stay
did Smith betray any hint of labour. There
were times when he wore caution and
shackled himself, when he counterattacked,
when he had to shift gears, when he had to
gritout, grind down and guide the lower or-
der, but he donned each role with consum-
mate perfection. His innings was a master-
ful display on a day when no other batsman
hinted at permanency.

Smith saw his colleagues flounder
around him, to the wits of Jadeja. It was far
from a cracking-up, dust-spewing Jadeja-
kind of a surface, the sort of wicket on which
he could be a wild destructive force of na-
ture. It was one where his guiles rather than
explosiveness mattered.

Jadeja smartly assessed the nature of the
pitch. It was probably where he had torevert
to pace and change of pace, flight and lack of
flight, good length and change of length. The
odd ball did kink and kick off the surface, but
one couldn’t expect that on a consistent ba-
sis. His wickets owed more to sharpness of
mind than tweaks and twerks of his fingers.

= - e
e

Ravindra Jadeja ran in from deep square-leg and hit the stumps with a
one-handed pick up throw to run out Steve Smith on Day Two. Reuters

Smiith, clearly, is judged by his
own lofty standards, and hence
the run of 14 innings without a
hundred was enough to raise
doomsday alarms. Rubbish, he
seemed to announce with every
splendid stroke.

The left-arm spinner struck at uncanny
moments too. Labuschagne was batting
freely, nearing a century, and the 70-over-old
ball was just a lump of leather when Jadeja
sucked himinto a playing a fatal cut shot. The
ball was short, but not quite short for
Labuschagne to cut behind point, as he had
done earlier in the same over. The edge flew
to Ajinkya Rahane at slip.

The wicket precipitated a collapse. Six
overs later, the impetuous Matthew Wade
perished attempting to chip Jadeja over mid-
wicket. Wade had just straight-driven him
for a boundary, before sweeping him firmly
forabrace. ButJadeja sensed it was a matter
of time before the left-hander stepped out -
like he had to Ravichandran Ashwin in
Melbourne - and flung a flatter, faster one at
him, that was miscued. Just before the new
ball was due, Australia self-destructed.

Soon, Smith grew more urgent. With sup-

port at the other end dwindling, he grew
more expansive. Ashwin was swept behind
square; Jadeja pummelled either side of the
point fielder. So efficient was Smith that he
seemed to have a symbiotic bond with the
gaps. But the new ball accounted for
Cameron Green and Tim Paine, both com-
fortably set up by Jasprit Bumrah. The usual
double-bluff of peppering them with short-
of-length balls before slipping a fuller, in-
ward-bending delivery reaped rewards.

Stroke of the day

Unflustered, Smith produced his best
stroke of the day, when he stood up tall and
punched Bumrah through the covers off the
backfoot. Navdeep Saini was then whip-
driven through midwicket. At the other end,
Pat Cummins was blocking assuredly. At that
precise moment, when it seemed that the
pair was dealing with the new ball-armed
pacers efficiently, Rahane re-drafted Jadeja,
who proved that maybe he should be trusted
more often to wipe off the tail. He bowled
Cummins with a floated delivery that dipped
and snuck through beneath the bat. A full,
fast ball cannoned into Nathan Lyon’s toe and
he was adjudged LBW.

For the second time in the game, Jadeja
had stamped his match-swaying quality. But
Smith intervened again. Past his hundred,
he unpacked his full range of strokes. He

—— SCORECARD —

AUSTRALIA vs INDIA
SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND
Toss: Australia, chose to bat

AUSTRALIA (OVERNIGHT 166/2)
M Labuschagne ¢ Rahane b Jadeja
91(196b, 11x4)

S Smithrunout (Jadeja) 131(226b,16x4)
M Wade c Bumrah b Jadeja 13(16b, 2x4)
CGreenlbwbBumrah 0(21b)
TPaine (c)tbBumrah 1(10b)
P Cummins b Jadeja 0(13b)
MStarc cGill bSaini 24 (30b,2x4,1x6)
N Lyon Ibw b Jadeja 0(3b)
JHazlewood not out 1(6b)
M Extras (b4nb5wT1) 10
M Total (105.4 overs) 338

B FoW:1-6 (David Warner, 3.3 ov), 2-106 (Will
Pucovski, 34.2 ov), 3-206 (Marnus Labuschagne,
70.50v),4-232 (Matthew Wade, 76.5 ov), 5-249
(Cameron Green, 84.50v),6-255 (Tim Paine, 88.5
ov), 7-278 (Pat Cummins, 94.4 ov), 8-310 (Mitchell
Starc, 101.50v),9-315 (Nathan Lyon, 1024 ov), 10~
338 (Steven Smith, 1054 ov)

HBowling:

JBumrah:25.4-7-66-2; Md Siraj: 25-4-67-1,

R Ashwin: 24-1-74-0,N Saini: 13-0-65-2,

R Jadeja18-3-62-4

INDIA: 96 /2

RSharmac&bHazlewood 26 (77b,3x4,1x6)

SGillc Greenb Cummins 50 (101b, 8x4)
CPujarabatting 9(53b)
ARahane (c) batting 5(40b)
M Extras (nb1 w5) 6
M Total (45 overs) 96/2

B FoW:1-70 (Rohit Sharma, 26.6 ov), 2-85
(ShubmanGill, 32.10v)

HBowling:

M Starc: 7-4-19-0, J Hazlewood 10-5-23-1,P
Cummins 12-6-19-1,N Lyon16-7-35-0

slog-swept Jadeja past deep square-leg,
ramped Bumrah - of all people - before
swatting him like he would a pesky bee
through midwicket. A double-handed fore-
hand to be precise.

But it was imperative that one of the par-
allel heroes died at the other’s hand. And
thus, with a dead-eye throw from the deep —
running, gathering and throwing in one fluid
motion, a single-sequence shot — Jadeja
ended a glorious hundred by the modern-
day batting colossus. And in future, when-
ever memories of this match are dusted up,
Smith and Jadeja would be at the different
ends of the same conversation.

while, his sister would taunt, “Ab toh tere sey
sau bhi nahi ban rahen!” (You are not even
able to hit hundreds now). Until couple of
years ago, he couldn’t even remember a
phase where he failed in three innings in a
row. As the astonishment sunk in, and one
squeaked out concern about how he would
handle it when it comes, Gill smiled, “Socha
nahin (Not thought about it)! I would han-
dleitthen!”

Abhishek Nayar, his friend and coach at
Kolkata Knight Riders in the Indian Premier
League, vouches that he has rarely seen a tal-
ented youngster who is so sorted mentally.
“He is aware that he is good and that comes
from confidence and hard work. He also
knows that the game is bigger than him. He
is not someone who requires advice around
mental aspects.”

When he was five, the price of his wicket,
laid down by his father to anyone who
scalped him, was 100 rupees. The bounty
kept increasing as he aged, and the reaction
of the Aussies at his dismissal suggested it's
now priceless.

How Smith
foiled Siraj’s
‘LBW plans’

SANDIPG
JANUARY 8

IN 136 innings, only 20 times has Steve Smith
been trapped leg before wicket, though his
early shuffle conveys an impression that he
is a sure-shot LBW candidate to balls bend-
ing back into his pads. But that didn’t stop
Mohammed Siraj from laying and persisting
with an LBW trap with the second new ball.
He was almost rewarded.

So far in the series, Indian bowlers have

looked to bowl at Smith’s body, the outside-
the-off-stump trajectory was often a plan to
quieten him. But as soon as the second new
ball was taken, Siraj began to operate in the
fifth-stump channel at good length.
The ball would move away or hold its line af-
ter pitching. Smith would just keep leaving,
as Siraj kept getting his line closer to the
stumps. Smith, the master batsman that he
is, read the trap perfectly. The moment Siraj
changed his line to the stumps, he would
work the ball away to the legside, the wrists
whirring away. Smith is not someone who
falls over when playing on the legside though
his movements concede such animpression.
Siraj was undeterred.
After the Ilunch
break, he resumed
his plan but with mi-
nor tweaks. He
bowled closer to the
off-stump, slightly
fuller, inviting Smith
to push or drive. He
made one swing
backinto the batsman, but the Australian man-
aged an inside edge onto his pads.

Two overs thus rolled by, Siraj laying an
elaborate trap and Smith foiling it without
much fuss. So far, there had been no signs of
exaggerated inward movement, or even late
movement. One ball crept along the carpet,
but that landed on a spot in the fifth-stump
line. There were no undue worries. But that
didn’t dissuade Siraj. He was almost taken
out of the attack, before he pleaded with his
captain for one more over. Ajinkya Rahane
obliged, and with the first ball of his fresh
over, Siraj almost nailed Smith.

This one was faster, fuller and swung belat-
edly to hit his back thigh. Siraj immediately
appealed, but the umpire remained disinter-
ested. Heimplored Rahane toreview, but the
latter wisely turned him down. Later, the re-
play showed the ball would have flown com-
fortably over the stumps, besides hitting the
batsman just outside the line of the off-stump.

EXPLAINED
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7 nations, 16 tournaments, numerous tests: Newest GM Leon’s journey

NIHAL KOSHIE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

AFTER CRISS-CROSSING seven European
countries to play in 16 tournaments, under-
going innumerable Covid-19 tests, staying in
budget accomodation, dealing with the un-
predictability of changing travel restrictions
and curfews, 14-year-old Leon Mendonca
became a chess Grandmaster last fortnight.

From mid-March till now, Leon, with his
father Lyndon in tow, have been on the road
in Europe chasing the coveted FIDE title in
the nightmarish pandemic.

On the morning of March 18, Leon and
Lyndon had rushed to the Budapest airport to
fly to Delhi via Doha after a tournament the
previous day. But airline staff told them they
would not be able to complete the final leg
of their flight before India closed borders just
before the lockdown.

They were stuck in an apartment in
Budapest for two months till Leon got a lucky
break at a chess festival nearby. He jumped at
the opportunity to play over-the-board when
almost everyone was playing in front of a

screen. Leon won with a round to spare.

The father-son duo had registered with
the Indian high commission in Budapest for
a ‘Vande Bharat Mission’ flight back home.
The Hungarian capital was not on the prior-
ity list of repatriation flights, so the wait kept
prolonged. Fortuitously, tournaments were
returning to the Schengen region.

The teenager and his father decided to
aim for three Norms needed to become a
Grandmaster. The first two were earned
within three weeks of each other by mid-
November. On December 30, he finished
second at Italy's Vergani Cup in Bassano del
Grappa, to win his third and final norm.

“The first thing I did was play in the
snow,” Leon says. Playing chess while taking
Covid-19-related precautions was fraught.
Wearing a mask resulted in the bespectacled
youngster's glasses fogging up when sitting
across the board.

“Going through so many PCR tests and
staying away from home for so long has been
challenging,” the youngster said. Hungary,
Serbia, Greece, Italy, Slovakia, Germany,
Czech Republic and Spain were covered by
rail, with Budapest being the base camp since

Leon Mendonca, 14, with his father
Lyndon in Greece.

March. Having his father Lyndon to take care
of everything -- from booking train tickets,
cheap Air bnbs, cooking all meals, checking
pandemic restrictions for each city -- made
the European stay easier. “I just focus on my

chess, while he takes care of everything,"
Leon said.

Lyndon, a marine engineer now onasab-
batical (unpaid break), was fully-prepared,
though the extended stay was not in the ini-
tial plan. “I carried an induction stove, rice
cooker, pressure cooker and all sorts of pots
and pans,” Lyndon said. Dal, rice, rajma,
soups, pasta and pizza has been the staple
during these months. “There is the cost fac-
tor and also it is about health (diet) and hy-
giene. Right now in the apartment in Italy
there is an oven. So I am able to make bakes
which he loves,” the father said.

Violin-chess connect

Because of lugging along all the utensils,
some things had to be left behind, like Leon's
violin. Appearing for the Grade-5 test at
Trinity College was put on the backburner.
He also had to find new ways to unwind be-
tween playing. “I could not play the violin, so
Icompensated by listening to a lot of western
classical on my laptop. It (playing the violin)
isaform of relaxation and de-stressing after
along and strenuous game,” Leon said.

Being musically inclined also helped Leon

become more instinctive on the board, his
coach Vishnu Prasanna said. The coach, who
stays in Chennai, and his ward have been
video-calling each other.

“He plays the violin which makes chess
more creative for him. Instead of slogging it
out, I told him to come up with spontaneous
ideas. You have to prepare obviously. I en-
couraged him to be more intuitive. Like they
say in music, you have to play with the feel.
Same in chess too. He hated mechanical rep-
etition. Chess can also be approached as an
art form. There have been chess players who
have been musicians. It goes well together.
He would often get into time trouble because
of overthinking and trying to play without
mistakes,” Prasanna said.

On his return home, he is looking forward
toseeing his elder sister Beverly,against whom
he first started playing chess,and mother Anita
who is a doctor at the Goa Medical College.
“Mysister Beverly inspired me and I first played
against her. My only ambition was to outbeat
herinall her endeavours.”

The Mendoncas have ‘scrounged’ and
dipped deep into their savings to make Leon
India’s 67th Grandmaster.

Despite support from Geno and
Microsense, they stuck to low-cost accomo-
dation and didn't waste a penny. However,
there were unexpected expenses.

“Right from June and July we have been
doing nothing but tests. The worst one (most
expensive) was in Spain where they charged
us 145 euros each for a PCR. This was in Sitges
in the Barcelona region when he travelled for
a tournament. At some tournaments we
were fortunate because they asked for an
antigen test,” Lyndon said.

‘Nothing short of a miracle’

Looking back, Lyndon, says the year has
been nothing short of a miracle.

“There was no question of planning be-
cause things changed not by the day or hour,
but by the second. So there was unpre-
dictability. Even if we thought of planning to
go fora tournament, we did not know if they
were going to have the tournament or not
because other players also have to travel.
Everyone had to test negative. We have al-
ways gone through that risk of uncertainty.
We would go to the station, book a train
ticket and just go. God has been kind to us.”
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