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BUDGETTOBETABLEDTOMORROW

CatchRedFortculprits, if innocent framed,stirwillgrow:Azad

MANOJCG&LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

WITH THE Budget session of
Parliament getting under way,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
Saturday chaired an all-party
meeting where he said the
Government’s offer to keep the
implementation of the three
farmlawsonholdfor18months
is still on the table. And that
AgricultureMinister Narendra
Singh Tomar is just a phone call
away for taking forward talks
withprotesting farmerunions.

Thisassurancecameafteral-
most the entire Opposition,
which had boycotted the
President’s address yesterday,
raised the farm protests issue.
Many, including the Congress,
demandedtherepealofthelaws
andadiscussion inParliament.
LeaderofOppositioninRajya

Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad
flagged FIRs being filed against
farm union leaders in connec-
tionwith the Republic Day vio-
lenceinDelhi.LeaderslikeCPM’s
Elamaram Kareem, too, raised
theFIRissue.TowhichthePrime
Minister reportedly said: “The

lawwill take itsowncourse.”
CondemningtheRedFortin-

cident, Azad said the culprits
should be punished but “it
seems that theGovernment in-
stead of catching the real cul-
prits, is trying to implicate the
farmer leaders.”
“I don’t think that any sensi-

ble farmer leader was party to
thatincidentattheRedFort,”he
reportedly said. “There were
some lumpen elements who
haddoneitandthoselumpenel-
ements should be caught and
punishedseverely.Allofus,who

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

PresidentRamNathKovind,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,
DefenceMinisterRajnathSinghatRajghatonSaturday.PTI

DEEPTIMANTIWARY&
SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

ADAY after a low intensity ex-
plosion took place near the
Israeli embassy in New Delhi,
Israel’s ambassador RonMalka
said Indian and Israeli agencies
wereworking together “to find
out what happened, who is
standing behind this”. The
SundayExpresshas learned that
investigators have found clues
which point to a sophisticated
attempt at launching a coordi-
nated international attackwith
theaimof sendingamessage.
Sourcesinthesecurityestab-

lishmentsaidpreliminaryforen-
sic examination of the site and
thebombhaverevealedthatthe
explosiveusedwasPETN.Amil-
itarygradeexplosive,PETNisnot
easily available and has been
used in the past by groups such
asAlQaeda formakingbombs.
Investigatorshavealsofound

remains of a “Hi-Watt” 9 volt
battery “for transistor radios”
from the blast site. Such batter-
ies,sourcessaid,havebeenused
earlier in bombs assembled by
theIndianMujahideenandeven

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Aninvestigationteamattheblast sitenear the Israeli
Embassy inNewDelhionSaturday.PraveenKhanna

RONMALKA
ISRAEL’S AMBASSADOR

THE EXPRESS
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,NEWDELHI,
JANUARY30

INTENSIFYINGTHEturfwarbe-
tween the ruling TMC and the
BJP ahead of the assembly elec-
tions in West Bengal, former
state minister Rajib Banerjee,
who quit the TMC Friday,
reachedDelhi alongwith some
rebelMLAsandleadersonaspe-
cial flight Saturday. They met
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
and will be formally inducted
intothepartyataHowrahevent
Sunday.
MLAs Prabir Ghosal and

Baishali Dalmiya, former
Howrah Mayor Rathin
Chakraborty, former TMCMLA

Parthasarathi Chattopadhyay
and actor Rudranil Ghosh

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

APURVAVISHWANATH&
ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

THESUPREMECourtCollegium
issettowithdrawitsrecommen-
dation to appoint additional
judgeof theBombayHighCourt
Justice PushpaVGanediwala as
a permanent judge of the court
after a close scrutiny of two of
herrecentverdictsfortheircon-
troversial interpretation of sex-
ualassaultunder theProtection
ofChildrenfromSexualOffences
Act, 2012(POCSO)Act.
Sources told The Sunday

Express that the collegium is

weighing its options to either
sendthejudgebacktothedistrict
judiciaryfromwhereshewasel-
evated in February 2019 or ex-
tendherprobationbyacoupleof
years— andaddedthatitismore
likely totakethe latteroption.
In the past, the Supreme

Court’s unique in-housemech-
anism of appointing judges has
made indirect interventions —
from tacit requests for resigna-
tions to ensuring alternative
quasi-judicial appointments —
whilehandling concernson the
conductofnon-permanenthigh
court judges.
It is learnt that by breaking

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

A DAY after they attended the
Muzaffarnagarmahapanchayat
to rally behind BKU leader
RakeshTikait,hundredsof farm-
ersfromvillagesinUttarPradesh
and Haryana showed up at the
GhazipurprotestsiteSaturday—

on tractors and trucks loaded
with rationsandwaterbottles.
Subodh Kumar, a farmer

from Khanjarpur who came to
the Delhi-UP borderwith three
friends, bought tarps andwires
along theway and set up a tent
near the flyoverat theborder.
“Weareheretostay.Mywife

and children are taking care of
the farm now. She also wept

whenshesawTikaitweepingon
TV. Police can't arrest him, he
didn'tdoanythingwrong.Ihave
some vegetables and rice with
me… Iwill cook or donate it at
the langar. We will also help
farmerswith the seva by clean-
ing roads,”hesaid.
With the numbers swelling

attheborder,BKUandRashtriya
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Roads blocked but Ghazipur numbers
swell, many show up with rations, water

BKUleaderRakeshTikait’s
emotionalappealwentviral
onsocialmedia.ANI file

POCSO verdict: SC
collegium set to
withhold promotion
of Bombay HC judge

EXPRESSNETWORK

FACING INTERNET
CURBS, KHAPS
TURNTOTEMPLE
LOUDSPEAKERS IN
HARYANA

AFTERDECADES,
TIKAITSOFWESTU.P.
TAKECENTRESTAGE
IN CAPITAL AGAIN
PAGE 6

DAYAFTERBLASTNEAREMBASSY

Bomb used military
grade explosive;
Israel envoy says
probing with India

TURFWARESCALATES INBENGAL

THEINCIDENTcomesata
timewhenIndiaandIsrael
aremarking29yearsof
formal ties, andare look-
ingtostrengthenties fur-
ther.While the2012attack
onanIsraelidiplomat in
NewDelhihadpointedto
anIranianhand, thisprobe
toowill lookateverypos-
sibility. India’s tieswith
Iranarealsostrategicgiven
thatChabahargrants itac-
cess toAfghanistanand
CentralAsia.
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JusticeGanediwalafacesextended
probationforhertakeonsexualassault

LIZMATHEW&
HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

PUTTINGTHErulingBJPinaspot,
its Bihar ally JanataDal (United)
objectedtoitsmovetoinviteLok
JanshaktiParty(LJP)toSaturday's
NDAmeeting chaired by Prime
MinisterNarendraModi.
Sources said that on Friday,

theBJPhad to request LJPpresi-
dent Chirag Paswan, son of the
lateRamVilasPaswan,nottoat-
tend the meeting after JD(U)
madeitclear itwouldstayaway
if Paswanwaspresent.

OnJanuary20,Parliamentary
AffairsMinisterPralhadJoshisent
alettertoPaswanrequestinghim
toattendtheNDAmeetingtodis-
cuss“important issuesandbusi-
ness for the ensuingBudget ses-
sionof theParliament.”
OnSaturday,afterheskipped

the meeting, Paswan told
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Chirag invited for NDA
meet, skips citing ‘health’
after JD(U) protests

Tikait video
effect: Govt
snaps internet
at all three
protest sites

PMat all-partymeet: Offer to pause farm laws
still on table, AgriMinister just phone call away

SUKRITABARUAH&
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

SHORTLY AFTER a video of a
weepingRakeshTikaitwentvi-
ral on social media galvanising
more farmers from Haryana
and western UP to join the
protests, theMinistry of Home
Affairs Saturday extended the
suspension of the internet in
the capital’s border areas to in-
clude all protest sites: Singhu,
Ghazipur,Tikriandtheiradjoin-
ing localities.
Theban, ostensibly to "main-

tainpublicsafetyandavertemer-
gency," will be until 11 pm on
January31.On January26, inter-
net services here had been sus-
pendedfrom12noontomidnight.
Telecom service providers

areboundbytheirlicenceagree-
mentstocomplywithsuchgov-
ernmentorders.
TheJanuary26banhadbeen

extended until January 27.
Following this, the internet
speedhadbeensignificantlyre-
duced in these areas. But after
the Ghazipur tension and the
factthatfarmers’rankshaveonly
swelled after Tikait’s outburst,
the net has been suspended
again, sources said.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

5 identified
at Red Fort
have criminal
records in
Punjab: probe

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

INITIAL INVESTIGATION by the
Delhi Police into the vandalism
at Red Fort by a section of farm
protesters who veered off the
designated route on Republic
Day has indicated that at least
fiveofthoseidentifiedhavecrim-
inal records in Punjab andwere
pickedupby statepolice earlier,
sources toldTheSundayExpress.
Raids are on to arrest them,

sources said.
An estimated 1,000 people,

on30-40tractorsandaround150
motorcycles and cars, had
forcibly entered Red Fort prem-
ises, where they chased and as-
saulted policemen, looted their
anti-riotgear,heldsomehostage
inside a public toilet and van-
dalised the ticket counter, ac-
cordingtoanFIRbasedonacom-
plaintbySHO(Kotwali)Rituraj.
Sourcessaid thatafter scan-

ning footage from several CCTV
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Protesting farmersandtheir supportersat theGhazipurborderonSaturday.AmitMehra MOREREPORTS,PAGE4

AftermeetingAmitShahinNewDelhi, Saturday.AmitMehra

‘Unwell, in
self-isolation’

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

WHATCOULDbeaninexpensive
yet effective alternative to steel
barriers to help reduce accident
deaths on highways? Maybe
bambooandcoir.
CrashbarriersmadeofBeema

bambooandcoirarebeingdevel-
opedasalow-costsolutionasthe
Centrelooksforinnovative,newer
waystobringdownfatalitiesand
mishapsonroads.
ExpertsfromtheVisvesvaraya

National Institute of Technology

(VNIT), Nagpur, areworking on
thedesignusingBeemabamboo
— the local product of mainly
Karnatakaandadjoiningareas.
“Wehave recently given the

task toVNIT toworkon it. Iwant
farmerstogrowtheBeemabam-
boo, and the road sectorwill use
it. Right now they cost around
Rs4,000perton.Therewillbefive
feet fencing of the bamboo in-
stalled deep into concrete slabs
andheld together by strong coir
ropes. That is the basic design,”
NitinGadkari,UnionMinister for
Road Transport andHighways,
toldTheSundayExpress.

“Iamafarmermyself.Myidea
isthatifwearetoinstallcrashbar-
riersworth Rs 25,000 crore per
year inhighwayprojects, let that
moneygo to the country’s farm-
ers.SoIhaveaskedtheexpertsto
preparethis,”hesaid.
Alongwithawarenessanden-

forcement,hesaidroaddesign,in-
cluding installationof crashbar-
riers, are establishedpractices to
enhanceroadsafety.
But will such structures be

durable andweather-proof? “Of
course.Go to theNorth-East and
youwill seehowstrongbamboo
structureswithstand extreme

rainfallandeverything,”hesaid.
Crash barriers are typically

meant to prevent vehicles from
going off highways and should
there be an accident, the barrier
willcushiontheimpactandmin-
imisethechanceof fatalitytothe
extentpossible.
Sources said conventional

crashbarriersmadeofmetaland
alloymay cost aroundRs 2,000
permetre.Thebamboobarrier is
likely to cost a fraction of that.
Around5per cent of the cost of
the entire bouquet of work in-
volved inmaking India’s high-
waysgointoroadfurniture.
“We will use jute, coir and

suchmaterial,notplastic.Thatwill
benefitfarmers.Wewillusethem
inallaccess-controlhighways,so

thathumansandanimalscannot
strayintohighways,andlivesare
saved,”Gadkari said, adding that
hewillalsoappealtoIITsandother
engineeringinstitutestocomeup
with such low-cost solutionsus-
ingnatural, indigenousmaterials
thatfarmerscangrow.
BeemaorBheemabamboois

a type of bambooengineered to
beastronger,fast-growingandtall
clone of the traditional bamboo
foundintheIndiansubcontinent,
especiallytheNorth-East.Thisva-
rietygrowswellinsouthernIndia.
In the current iterationof the

designoftheBeemacrashbarrier
beingdeveloped, the cost is esti-
matedtobeone-thirdofconven-
tionalmetalbarriers,VNITdirec-
torPramodPadolesaid.

“Our departments of Civil
Engineering and Applied
Mechanics areworking on this.
Wewillbetestinghowmuchload
the structure can take, andother
variables of theproposeddesign
usingcomputersimulation.Once
thatissettled,wewillgoforactual
installationonhighways for on-
sitetesting,”Padolesaid.
Around 1.5 lakh people die

everyyear in close to5 lakh road
accidents in India.Overa thirdof
those accidents happen on the
highways. Currently, India is en-
gagedinaprojecttoremoveacci-
dent-prone“blackspots”andrec-
tifyroaddesignsonhighwayswith
loanstothetuneofRs14,000crore
fromtheAsianDevelopmentBank
andWorldBank.

In bamboo clone crash barriers, a cost-effective road safety solution

Bamboo
Built-Up
Rafter

Bamboo
Built-Up
Support

CRASHBARRIERMADEOF BEEMABAMBOOS
Conceptual sketchbyDeptofAppliedMechanics,VNIT

Nagpur-basedVNITexpertsworkondesign,Gadkari
says let farmersmakemoneyfromBeemabamboo

Day after quitting TMC, ex-minister
flies to Delhi with rebels to join BJP
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Tikait video effect
This has been coupled with heavy de-

ployment of security forces at Singhu and
Ghazipur borders which have also seen
clashesbetween“locals”andprotesters in
the last couple of days.
Internet, voice, as well as other broad-

band telecom services, can be suspended
citing public safety and security, either by
the Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) or by the order of an officer of the
rankof JointSecretaryorabove,authorised
by the Centre or the state home secretary
in case of “unavoidable circumstances”.
Apart fromDelhi, internethasalsobeen

suspended in at least 17 districts of
Haryana, including the Delhi-bordering
districts of Jhajjar, Palwal and Sonipat, all
within a 2-hour driving distance from
Central Delhi.
Internet services in the NCR were last

suspended in December 2019, during the
anti-CAAprotests.ActingonaDelhiPolice
order, telecom operators had snapped all
services, includingvoiceandSMS, for four
hours, between 9 am and 1 pm, on
December 19, 2019.
Snapping the internet will hit the

protests. For, all coordinationbetweenvil-
lages and the protest site, mobilisation of
events and personnel are done via videos
on socialmedia or sent viaWhatsApp.
The Tikait video set off mobilisation

across Haryana prompting several khap
panchayats to give a call for farmers to
movetoDelhi in largenumbers. InPunjab,
too, severalpanchayatspassedresolutions
asking people to send one person from
everyvillage. In all these cases,WhatsApp
messages, audios and videos have played
a key role.
Indeed, since the sit-in started in

November, protesters at the three sites
have also used social media to fight what
they call “misinformation” and “biased”
coverage in sections of the media. Young
menandwomenrecordingFacebook lives
is a common sight at theprotest sites, and
several Twitter handles from among the
protesters have become popular online
sources on the protestswith addresses by
farm leaders being streamed in real time.
“Many media houses run state-spon-

sored propaganda. There are senior jour-
nalists with a large numbers of followers
putting up misinformation through their
onlinehandles. In thatsituation, socialme-
dia is our only way to communicate with
a large number of people to counter this,”
said Garamneet Mangat, a committee
member of the Ghazipur Kisan Andolan
Committee.
There's a personal purpose, too. Many

have been at the protest sites for almost
twomonths now and they say video calls
with families back home are the onlyway
to stay connected. That has been inter-
rupted, they said.

Roads blocked
LokDal (RLD)workersalso sentwaterand
food for farmers. Deshpal Singh, a mem-
berof BKU,whorunsoneof the langarson
NH-24, said, “Earlier, wewere cooking for
over 1,000 people. Now, I think there are
morethan3,000farmers.Myfamilymem-
bershavealso joinedtheprotest. Everyone
is givingus ration, andwehave called two
more cooks from Shamli to help prepare
the langar.”
Singh said his brothers send five trac-

tors from Baghpat and Shamli every day,
with 5,000 water cans in each vehicle.
“There's shortageofwater here. TheDelhi

government is helping, butwe havemore
protesters now,” he said.
A group of RLD workers, farmers said,

also sent vegetables fromMuzaffarnagar
andnearby villages.
WithDelhiPoliceandUPPolicehaving

sealed almost four routes leading to the
border, farmers are travelling via the
Amroha-Ghaziabad road orMohanNagar
in Ghaziabad to reach the protest site —
navigating through three layers of barri-
cading on the highway and other roads.
By Saturday afternoon, roads adjacent

to the flyoverwerepackedwithprotesters
and langar stalls.
Shouting slogans in support of Tikait,

farmerssaidtheyhavecalledtheir relatives
and friends to the border. “We don't want
Tikait sahabtoweepagain.Policewill con-
tinue to harass us; they have blocked al-
mostall routesbut theycan't stop farmers
who are ready to protest here for a year. I
told my friends to come and join the
protest.Wewillmakeweekly trips to take
careofour farms,orourwivesandchildren
will stay there. For now, we need more
peoplehere to fight," saidRakeshGautam,
a farmer fromShamli.
Anil Chaudhary, a sugarcane farmer

fromMeerutwho joined the protest early
in themorning, said, “Wewere told to get
vegetables from our village for the langar.
We came fromMohanNagar because po-
lice don't let anyone enter from other di-
rections. We have also told our friends to
bring food via that route."

Chirag invited
TheSundayExpress: “I couldnotattendthe
meetingduetomyhealth. Iwas feelingun-
well so Ihavekeptmyself in the self-isola-
tion.”
Incidentally, themeetingwas virtual.
Joshi, in his January 20 letter, had said

that the link for themeetingwillbeshared
in “due course.”
Speaking to The Sunday Express

Saturday, JD(U)'s senior leader K C Tyagi
said: “ThePrimeMinisterhimself declared
inBihar that theNitishKumar-ledNDAhas
BJP, JD(U), VIP (Vikassheel Insaan Party)
andHAM(HindustaniAwamMorcha).BJP
president J PNadda had categorically said
itwas theNDA…InBihar, this alliance just
scraped through.HowcanChirag,whoat-
tacked theNDA so fiercely, be part of NDA
now?”
Paswan’s LJP quit theNDA inBihar just

aheadof theelectionobjecting to theBJP’s
decision to fight the election under the
leadershipofNitishKumar. TheLJP,which
campaigned intenselyagainstKumar, con-
testedalmostall theconstituencieswhere
JD(U) had its candidates. But he praised
Modi and sought votes in his name.
For all the noise, the LJP won only one

seatbut its campaignagainstNitish is con-
sidered to have played a role in pulling
down the JD(U) from71 to 43 seats.
After the alliance won, JD(U) said the

LJPcannotbe takenback in theNDAatany
cost. Indeed, BJP leaders came out against
Chirag Paswan, who, many believed was
promptedby theBJP toensure that “Nitish
was cut to size.”
The NDA has lost its traditional allies

Shiv Sena and Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
as well as the Hanuman Beniwal-led RLP.
Both SAD and RLP walked out over the
farm laws.
In the meeting, Modi urged allies to

counter theOppositionon issues like farm
laws. “ThePMsaidthatafter thepandemic,
a newworld order is about to take shape
and India has a big role to play in the

emerging newworld order,” said Joshi.
“He said this decade is very important,

just like the decade after World War
II…and unlike in the past, we are not go-
ing to be amute spectator.Wewill rise to
the occasion based on our traditions and
idealsofVasudhaivaKutumbakam, thePM
said.”

TMC ex-minister
accompaniedBanerjee toDelhi.
BJP general secretary Kailash

Vijayvargiya,whois theparty in-charge for
WestBengal, confirmedthemeetingof the
leaderswithShahandsaidtheywould join
the party Sunday.
Earlier, before leaving for Delhi,

Banerjeesaid: “After I resignedasMLAand
gave up my primary membership of the
TMCyesterday, I gotacall from AmitShah
who invitedme to Delhi for ameeting to-
day. Party leaderKailashVijayvargiya also
reachedout tome. I felt I shouldrespondto
Amit Shah's appeal. Therefore, I have de-
cided to meet him today. After meeting
him, I will join the BJP. I will always work
for the development of the state.”
“For the development of Bengal, both

the state and Centre must work together.
Atpresent, it is theneedof thehour to join
the BJP. I want nothing but development
for the state and its people. So whatever
role is assigned to me, I will accept,” he
said.
Banerjeeandtheother leadersare tobe

formally inducted into the BJP at a party
programme at Dumurjala stadium in
Howrah Sunday. Union Minister Smriti
Irani will be at the event where Shah too
will address party workers via virtual
mode.
In December, former state minister

SuvenduAdhikariquit theTMCand joined
the BJP along with Bardhaman Purba MP
Sunil KumarMondal, nineMLAs and sev-
eralothersataMidnaporerally in thepres-
ence of Shah.

POCSO verdict
this convention, the collegium could not
onlysetaprecedent fordirect intervention

when a judge’s actions are closely scruti-
nised but also send a strong message to
judges to abide by judicial propriety.
“Theonly issue thatwas flaggedbefore

thecollegiumwasthatof thequalityof the
judgments and nothingmore. There is no
question about the judge’s probity or in-
tegrity,” a source told The Sunday Express.
On January 19, Justice Ganediwala ac-

quitted a man of sexual assault on the
grounds thatpressingthebreastsof achild
over her clothes without direct “skin to
skin” physical contact does not constitute
“sexual assault” under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act.
SayingthatSection8ofPOCSOprovides

for stringent punishment of five years’ of
rigorous imprisonment, sheobservedthat
“stricter proof and serious allegations are
required”. So themanwas convicted “un-
derminor offence u/s 354 of IPC and sen-
tenced to undergo RI,” the judge said. The
maximum sentence is five years and the
minimum one year for an offence under
this section. On January 27, the Supreme
Court stayed this order.
Born in 1969 at Paratwada in

Maharashtra’s Amravati district, Justice
Ganediwalawasdirectlyelevatedasadis-
trict judge in 2007. Shewas a panel advo-
cate for banks and insurance companies
and also taught in various colleges in
Amravati and theAmravati University.
Forappointmentasadditional judgeof

the Bombay High Court, Justice
Ganediwala’s name was first recom-
mended by the High Court in November
2017andcameupbefore theSCcollegium
in September 2018 along with five other
judicial officers from the state. The col-
legiumdeferred her candidature.
“As regards Smt. P.V. Ganediwala,

Judicial Officer…having regard to thema-
terialonrecordandall relevant factors,her
casedeserves tobedeferred forsometime.
The proposal would be taken up for con-
sideration by the Collegium after some
time,” said the collegium statement on
September 11, 2018.
The three-member collegium at that

time comprised of then CJI Dipak Misra,
Justices RanjanGogoi andMadan Lokur.

TheHighCourt’s recommendationwas
taken up again in January 2019 with the
collegium comprising former CJI Ranjan
Gogoi, former Justice AK Sikri and (then)
Justice S ABobde.
This time, on January 16, 2019, the col-

legiumsaid: “Having regard toall relevant
factors, theCollegium is of the considered
viewthatSmt.PVGanediwala, Judicialof-
ficer, is suitable for being appointed as
Judge of the BombayHigh Court.”
The Sunday Express has learnt that the

collegiumreceivedtwostrongnotesofdis-
sent fromconsultee-judgesof theBombay
HighCourt JusticesAMKhanwilkar andD
Y Chandrachud. Despite these, the col-
legium sent its recommendation and she
wassubsequentlyappointedasadditional
judge.
“Even then the issue was the merit of

her judgments. It seemed that the judge
had more experience in teaching rather
than in legal practice,” said a source.
Although three most senior judges of

the SC, headed by the CJI, form the col-
legium that decides on appointment of
judges to HCs, judges familiar with the
workingof particularHighCourtsarecon-
sulted for their views.
Additional judgestoHighCourtsareap-

pointedeither fromtheBardirectlyorstate
judiciary under Article 224 (1) of the
Constitution for a period not exceeding
two years.
The age of retirement for additional

judges of high courts is also 62 years.
Additional judgepostsareconstitutionally
intended to deal with the “increased bur-
denof thecourt”butare increasinglyused
as probationary periods for judges before
they are promoted as permanent judges.
This is because once a judge is made a

permanent judge,constitutional immunity
kicks in to protect them for removal from
office -- under the constitution, impeach-
mentof the judge is theonly process to re-
movea judgeof aconstitutionalcourt from
office.
District judgesaresubjected to thedis-

ciplinary jurisdictionof thehighcourtbut
there is no mechanism to scrutinise per-
formance of a permanent judge.
If amember of theBar appointed as an

additional judge isneithergivenanexten-
sion nor promoted as a permanent judge,
shedemits office automatically. However,
in the case of a judge elevated from the
state judiciary, as is the case with Justice
Ganediwala, the judgemayhave to return
to the previous office as a district judge.

Israel envoy
theLashkar-e-Toiba.The IMthoughmostly
usedeasilyavailableammoniumnitrateas
the explosive in its bombs.
The IED, it is learned,was packedwith

ball bearings in a can and dropped in a
flowerpot across the road from the Israel
embassy onDrAPJ Abdul KalamRoad.
The explosion took place shortly after

5 pm Friday, damaging a few vehicles
parkednearby.Hours later, abombplanted
near the Israel embassy in Paris was also
discovered. This has led investigators to
look at the possibility of this being an at-
tempt at launching a coordinated attack
against Israeli establishments.
A similar series of events had taken

placeduring theattackonan Israeli diplo-
mat’s car in New Delhi in 2012. On the
sameday, abombhadbeen foundunder a
carparkednear Israel’sembassy inGeorgia
while an attack took place near the Israel
embassy inThailand.AnIraniangroupwas
thensuspectedtohavecarriedoutall three
attacks,but Iranianofficialsdeniedanyrole
in the incidents.
“Here too, the suspicion is on some

Iranian group. But involvement of the
Islamic State or Al Qaeda cannot be ruled
out. Access to PETN suggests involvement
of either a trans-national terror groupor a
group sponsored by a State. The blastwas
deliberately kept low intensity as the aim,
it appears,was to sendamessage,” a secu-
rity establishment officer said.
Incidentally, a letter inanenvelopead-

dressed “to Israel Embassy ambassador”
was found at the site of the Friday explo-
sion. The letter contains a threat, and de-
scribes theexplosionasa“trailer”, sources
said. It also refers to two“Iranianmartyrs”,
Qasem Soleimani and Dr Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh.
Maj Gen Soleimani, assassinated in a

UnitedStatesdronestrike in January2020,
was Iran’smostpowerfulgeneral, thecom-
mander of the Quds Force of the elite
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.
Fakhrizadeh, assassinated last November,
was Iran’s topnuclearscientist.Tehransus-
pects he was killed by Israel using a re-
mote-controlledweapon.
Sources said multiple agencies have

beenpressed intoactionwithconsiderable
help from Israel’s intelligence establish-
ment.
“The CCTV cameras trained on that

stretch were not working. Agencies have
triedtoscanotherCCTVcamerafeedsfrom
across the road, but the visuals are too
grainy to come to any conclusion. DNA
samples have been taken from the letter
even as telecom tower dumps are being
analysed,” another officer said.
Meanwhile, Israel’s ambassador Ron

Malka, in an interview to The Sunday
Express, said that therehadbeen “threats”
in the last fewweeksandtheembassywas
onaheightenedstateof alert, andprepared
for such attacks.
“Wearenot scared, andnoone cande-

ter us, and we are going to continue to
thriveandtogrow,andeventoexpandthe
relationsbetweenIsraeland Indiabecause
if thiswasthetarget…Soagain, they'renot
going toachieve it, becauseyouknowyes-
terday when this evil attack was con-
ducted, we just celebrated the 29th an-
niversary for the establishment of foreign
diplomatic relations between Israel and
India… So it might not be a coincidence.
But itmight be.”
Malka did not blame any country or

grouping for the blast, and indicated that
the Israeli intelligenceagency,Mossad,was
working with Indian agencies to investi-
gate the incident.
Underlining that the investigation is in

its early stages, he said: “We need to un-
derstand what happened there. Take the
pieces, build thepuzzlepiecesof informa-
tion from different places, evidence from
thescene. Sowearegatheringall together,
joint effort of Israeli security authorities
and Indiansecurityauthorities.And I think
that together,wearegoingto findoutwhat
happened, who is standing behind this
and, of course, to bring him to justice.”
He said besides the Foreign Ministers

and Foreign Secretaries, National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval spoke to Israel’s NSA
Meir Ben-Shabbat and gave assurances
that India is going to take all measures
neededtoprotect Israeli representatives in
Indiaandwill fulfil a “full investigationthat
willmake outwhat happenedhere”.
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PM at all-party meet: offer to pause farm laws
still on table, Agri Minister just phone call away

‘5 identified at Red Fort have criminal records in Punjab’

werewatchingtelevision,includingpolice,
security forces and intelligence agencies,
haveseenthoseculpritsonTV.However,in
thenameofviolenceonJanuary26,if inno-
cent farmer leaders are framed, then this
agitationwillgrowexponentiallywhichthe
Governmentwill not be able tomanage,”
hesaid.
Azad also demanded that the

GovernmentbringaBill inParliament im-
mediately for restoration of statehood of
JammuandKashmir.
ThePrimeMinistertoldtheleadersthe

government has an “openmind” on the
farm laws. “He said that thegovernment's
stand is the sameas itwas on January 22,
and the proposal givenby theAgriculture
Minister still stands,” anofficial statement
said.
ParliamentaryAffairsMinisterPralhad

Joshi, whowaspresentatthemeeting,un-
derlined this: “In the 11th Centre-farmer
negotiations,wehadsaid that thegovern-
ment is open for discussion. The Prime
Minister has said that the Agriculture
Ministersaidheisjustaphonecallaway…
wheneveryougiveacallheisreadyfordis-
cussion.ThePMtoldthepoliticalpartylead-
ersthattheofferstill standsgood.”
In a bid to break the protracted dead-

lock,theGovernmenthadproposedthatit
couldsuspendthe lawsfor18monthsand
formacommitteetoaddresstheissuesthe
farmershave raised.However, farmunion
leadersrejectedtheofferandremainedfirm
ontheirdemandforthelaws’repeal.

The PrimeMinister’s statement is sig-
nificantasthegovernmenthadbeensilent
on resumption of talks since the violence
onRepublic Day and the forcible entry at
RedFort. Infact,aftertheRedFortincident,
seniorGovernmentofficialshad indicated
“therewasnotmuchtodiscuss.”
But the UP government's attempt to

evictthefarmersfromtheprotestsiteatthe
GhazipurborderThursdaynighthasgiven
a fresh lease of life to the agitationwith
moreandmorefarmersfromWesternUP-
-drawingfromthepoliticallysignificantJat
community–joiningtheprotests.
ThePrimeMinisteralsotoldleadersthat

the government is open to a detailed dis-
cussiononissuesraisedintoday’smeeting.
He reaffirmed the importance of the

smoothfunctioningofParliamentandcom-
prehensive debates on the floor of the
House. There was a consensus that
Parliamentmust be allowed to function
smoothly.
TheOppositiondemandeddiscussions

on several issues including: the ongoing
tensionwithChinaattheborders;fuelprice
rise, ballooning unemployment and the
economicslowdown.
TMC’s Sudip Bandyopadhyay said that

some20Oppositionpartieshadboycotted
the President’s addresswhich is a strong
message for theGovernment towithdraw
thefarmlaws.
He said the PrimeMinistermust con-

vene ameeting of all party leaders on the
protestsanddiscusstheissue.

While BJD’s PinakiMisra demanded
thatthelongpendingWomen’sReservation
Billshouldbetakenandpassed–hefound
support from TRS’s K Keshav Rao and
YSRCP’sVVijayasaiReddy–CPM’sKareem
raisedtheanti-conversion laws inUPthat,
hesaid,aremeanttodeterinter-faithmar-
riage.
Leadersofmanysmallerpartiesinclud-

ing TDP, TRS, YSRCP andAkali Dal argued
theydon’tgetadequatetimetospeakdur-
ingdebates. Inhisreply,Modisaidthatfre-
quent disruptionsmeant smaller parties
sufferandlargerpartiesshouldensurethere
arenodisruptionsandthatsmallerparties
areabletovoicetheirviewsinParliament.
MisrasaidtheParliamentshouldnotbe

disruptedasthiswouldeffectivelygivethe
ruling party a free pass.While Shiv Sena’s
Vinay Rawat demanded free Covid vacci-
nationforallBPLfamiliesandUTstatusfor
Belgaum inKarnataka,DMK’s Tiruchi Siva
raisedtheattacksonTamilfishermenbythe
SriLankanNavy.
YSRCP’sReddydemandedspecialcate-

gorystatusforAndhraPradeshandsaidthe
inter-linking of riversmust bemade ana-
tional projectwherein river flowmust be
checkedevery15days.
The PrimeMinister condemned the

desecrationofMahatmaGandhi’sstatuein
theUSandsaidsuchanatmosphereofhate
isneverwelcomeintoday’sworld.Sources
saidmanyleaderscongratulatedthePrime
Minister for the successful rollout of the
Covidvaccinationdrive.

cameras, police have identified some
men.“Detailsonthebackgroundof fiveto
six of them have been verified with
Punjab Police. Some have an attempt to
murdercaseinthepast,whileothershave
beenarrestedoverbrawls,” saidasource.
Sourcesalsosaidsomeviolentprotest-

ers have been identified as residents of
Delhi and police are collecting evidence
beforemakingarrests.
Additional PRO (Delhi Police) Anil

Mittal said theyhave so far registered 38
casesinconnectionwiththefarmers’rally,

andarrested84persons.
OnSaturday, a forensic teamreached

RedFort tocollectevidence.Sourcesalso
said probe officers are trying to get de-
tails of tractors using their registration
numbers. “Wewill trace theowners and
summon them for questioning. Wewill
also match their details using a face
recognition system,” said a senior police
officer.
Inastatement releasedThursday,po-

lice had alleged that the protesters had a
“pre-conceived and well-coordinated”

plan to break the security agreement
reached between the police and farm
leaders for the tractor rally.
TheDelhi Police has issued a Lookout

Noticeagainstseveral farmerleadersand
their passportswill be seized in the days
ahead, a seniorofficer said.
“We have recoveredmore than 1,700

CCTVclipsandfootagefromgovernment
agencies is also being retrieved. A team
fromForensicUniversity,Gujarathasbeen
called in to analyse the videos,” a senior
policeofficer said.
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TRAVELLERSARRIVINGinDelhi
from the United Kingdomwho
testnegativeforCovid-19areno
longer required to follow the
mandatory seven-day institu-
tional quarantine, the Delhi
DisasterManagementAuthority
(DDMA)directed in anorder is-
suedonFriday.
Thedecisionwas takenafter

a review of the situation and
“considering lowpositivity rate
ofUKreturnees”.
Following the detection of a

new variant of the coronavirus
in the UK, the DDMA had di-
rectedearlierthismonththatas

amatter of precaution, passen-
gersarrivingfromtheUK—even
if theytestnegativeattheairport
—weretobeinmandatoryinsti-
tutional quarantine for seven
days, followed by seven days of

homequarantine.
While the requirement for

mandatoryinstitutionalquaran-
tine has been done awaywith,
arrivalstestingnegativewillstill
berequiredtofollowsevendays
of homequarantine.
Indiahadsuspendedallpas-

senger flights between the UK
and India fromDecember 23 to
January 7. Limited flights origi-
nating from the UK were re-
sumed on January 8. Following
the resumption, theDDMAhad
ordered compulsory RT-PCR
testingattheairportof thosear-
riving fromtheUK.
Delhi recorded 183 fresh

Covid-19 cases and 8 deaths on
Saturday. Meanwhile, 8,774
beneficiarieswerevaccinated

Thedecisionwastakenafter
‘considering lowpositivity
rateofUKreturnees’

No institutional quarantine for
UK returnees testing negative

Gurgaon: Covid cases
less than 40 per day
SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,JANUARY30

WITHTHEnumberoffreshcoro-
navirus cases emerging in
Gurgaon having reduced to less
than 40 per day despite over
1,800 people being tested, the
positivityrateofthedistrict,offi-
cialsfromthehealthdepartment
said,has fallenbelow2percent.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

ChiefMedical Officer (CMO)Dr
VirenderYadavsaid,“Theweekly
anddailypositivitythismonthhas
been around 1 per cent.
Sometimesitis0.6percent,some-
times1.2percent,butithasconsis-
tently remained below 2 per
cent…Theoverall positivity rate

hasalsoreducedto6.8percent.”
According to data with the

healthdepartment,Gurgaonhas
recorded1,326freshcasesofcoro-
navirusthismonth,withfourpeo-
ple succumbing to the infection,
down from5,261 cases in all of
December,when16fatalitieshad
been recorded due to the infec-
tion.InNovember,thefigureshad
peakedwith 20,777 new cases
and106fatalitiesbeingreported.
Inthelastsixmonths,thelow-

estnumberofnewcasesandthe
lowest number of fatalities have
beenreportedinJanuary,records
of thehealthdepartment reveal.
Consequently, the doubling rate
ofthedistricthasincreasedtoover
2,014days,andthefatalityratehas
fallento0.6percent.

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 8,617 7,951
VENTILATORS 1,141 955

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Jan29 249 267 6 58,725
Jan30 183 290 8 68,967
Total 1,436* 6,22,671 10,849 1,06,80,731
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TOTAL CASES

6,34,956
VACCINATIONS
ON JAN30

8,774

Sisodiagets
awardfor
education
NewDelhi:DeputyChief
MinisterManish Sisodia
hasreceivedtheMahatma
Award for Promoting
Excellence in Education,
instituted by the Aditya
Birla Group. Speaking as
the chief guest at the cer-
emony on Saturday, he
said,"Delhigovernmentis
working towards setting
up a minimum bench-
markforqualityeducation
forourschools,."

Garbagetobe
clearedin
NorthDelhi
New Delhi: The garbage
spreadacrossNorthDelhi
wouldbepickedupfrom
somepartsonSundayas
some sanitation unions
have called off their
strike.APKhan,convener
of the Confederation of
MCD Employees Union,
said some unions have
called off the strike as
salaries have been paid
for until December.
However, some are still
on strike as they want
otherdues tobecleared.

AAPconcludes
mohallasabhas
onMCDs
New Delhi: The AAP
Saturdayannounced the
completionof itsmohalla
sabhascampaign,through
whichitsoughtto"expose
thecorruptpracticesofthe
BJP in theMCDs."During
the15-daycampaign,2500
smallpublicmeetingswere
held,AAP leaderDurgesh
Pathaksaid.ENS

BRIEFLY

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

ADAY after a low intensity IED
blast near the Israel Embassy,
around 10 teams of the Delhi
Police Special Cell scanned
footagefromover146CCTVsbut
nonehave so far thrownupany
clues.
Sources told The Indian

Express that footage also in-
cluded those from two security
cameras installed at one of the
gatesof theembassyandoppo-
site the building. “On scanning
thefootage,policefoundthatthe
cameraswere not covering the
area where the bomb was
planted.Theyarenotclearabout
anysuspiciousvehicle/personso
far,” a sourcesaid.
A crude bombwent off near

the Embassy of Israel on Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam Road on Friday
evening,shatteringwindscreens
of threecarsontheroad.Noone
was injured in the explosion,
whichtookplaceonthe29than-
niversary of the establishment
ofdiplomaticrelationsbetween
Indiaand Israel.
OnSaturday,ateamfromthe

National Bomb Data Centre
(NBDC) of the NSG visited the
spot for post-blast analysis. The
findingswill be sharedwith the
Delhi Police team investigating
thecase in thedaysahead.
The bomb appeared to have

been planted in a flower pot on
theroaddivider,policesaid.Alet-
terinawhiteenvelopeaddressed
“to IsraelEmbassyambassador”
was found at the spot, police
sourcessaid.Thelettercontained
athreat,anddescribestheexplo-

sion as a “trailer”, the sources
said. Italsoreferstotwo“Iranian
martyrs”, QasemSoleimani and
DrMohsenFakhrizadeh,sources
said, adding that “there are
spellingerrors inthemessage”.
MajGenSoleimani,whowas

assassinated in a United States
dronestrikeinJanuary2020,was
Iran’smostpowerfulgeneral,the
commanderoftheQudsForceof
the elite Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps. Fakhrizadeh,who
was assassinated in November
last year, was Iran’s top nuclear
scientist.Tehranbelieveshewas
killed by Israel using a remote-
controlweapon.
Theinvestigationteamisalso

ascertaining claims made by
Jaish-Ul-Hindovertheirinvolve-
mentintheblast. It iscoordinat-
ingwith the Foreigner Regional
Registration Office (FRRO) and
checkingdetailsof Iranianswho
recentlycameto India.
“Police also procured dump

data—masscollectionofmobile
phonedataofallnearbyspotsof
thecrimescene—togetleads,”a
sourcesaid.
On Friday, a cab driver had

madeacallabouttwosuspicious
Iranians but police later found
thathewasinaninebriatedcon-
dition.

Noclues from
CCTVsoutside
Israel embassy

OnSaturday,a team
fromtheNational
BombDataCentreof
theNSGvisitedthe
spot. Its findingswill
besharedwiththe
DelhiPoliceteaminthe
daysahead

New Delhi
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THEUNIONHomeMinistry’sde-
cisiontosuspendinternetatthe
threemain protest sites at the
capital’sborders—Singhu,Tikri
andGhazipur—hascreatedsev-
eralhurdlesforprotestingfarm-
ers, already suffering from a
patchy network over the past
few days. From connecting to
their families, staying updated
on the news or sharing videos
and photos on social media
about theprotest,manyaspects
oftheirday-to-daylifehavebeen
hit, theysay.
Singhu, epicentre of all

Samyukta KisanMorcha (SKM)

activities, had no mobile net-
work on Saturday. Harinder
fromtheSKM’smediateamsaid
that despite installing broad-
band internet in their room, in-
formation sharingwas becom-
ingaproblem.
“Earlier, volunteers here

would do live streams and up-
load from different spots using
theirownmobile internet.Now
that is not possible.We all have
to collect in this room and use
thebroadband,whichisalsonot
workingwell.Itiscreatingalotof
issues,”hesaid.
“Weusedtoget information

from the other protest sites as
well.Nowif someonefromTikri
or Ghazipur wants to send us
somevideoorphoto, theyhave
tostepoutandthensendittous.

There’s a considerable lag,” he
added.
Prabhjyot Singh from

Sangrur in Punjab, who has
beenatSinghusince thebegin-
ningof theprotest, alsosaid in-
ternetbeingdownhadcuthim
off from the outside world:
“There is nothing to do here
now... the internetwasoneway
of connecting with the world
outside, togetnewsaboutwhat
is happening with regard to
the farmlaws.Nowwecan’tdo
that.”
At Ghazipur on Saturday af-

ternoon, Pramod Kumar (52)
walked a kilometre away from
theprotestsite,strugglingtoget
networksohecouldspeaktohis
family. He said, “Mymother, fa-
ther, brother and three children

are in Meerut and I have been
here for over 20 days. They are
curious aboutwhat is happen-
ing here and theywant to find

out if I amalright. But in the last
two-threedays,everytimeIcall,
it gets disconnected. If I try to
sendthemWhatsAppmessages,

theydon’t go through.”
Gurpreet Atwaal (26) said

calls go through sometimesbut
he isunable tovideocall his sis-
ter in Canada and his mother
who is in his hometown,
Rudrapur:“As Ihavebeenalone
at the protests since it started,
theywant to knowmywhere-
aboutsandoftengetworried if I
amunreachable.Theotherissue
is that we cannot share photos
andvideosof theprotest.”
SudhirKumarBallu,afarmer

fromChapaulivillageinUP,reit-
erated this: “I need the internet
to speak to my family and do
other work. How can they cut
such services? Anything can
happen here.We need updates
onWhatsApp and Facebook. I
also have to send videos and

photos to my friends. I want
themtocomehereandsupport
us.Also,incaseofemergency,it’s
easier to send textoraphotoon
WhatsApp. Howwill I reply to
such texts from my family? I
have towalk through trenches
and reach the market area to
get signal.”
For Joginder Kardhan (60), a

farmer from Muzaffarnagar,
missing out on important up-
datesregardingtheprotestshas
been a low point: “We need to
coordinate who all are coming
from our villages, see what is
happeningatotherbordersand
what decisions the leaders are
taking, but that is impossible
without the internet.”
AtTikritoo,farmerssaidthat

the internethasnotbeenwork-

ingfortwodaysnow.KDPathak
(25) said, “Imanage to speak to
my family in Ugara village in
Haryana, but it is difficult to
shareupdates andkeep trackof
the news. It is a deliberate at-
temptbythegovernmenttoen-
sure thatwe cannot coordinate
withotherfarmersregardingthe
protests.”
Baljinder Singh (29), from

Moga district in Punjab, had a
similar concern. “Internet has
beenavailableonandoff forthe
last five days. Since this morn-
ing,wehave had zero network.
We are not getting protest-re-
lated updates aswe cannot use
social media apps like
WhatsAppandFacebook.”

(With inputs from
JignasaSinha)

ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI,BAHADURGARH,
JANUARY30

HUNDREDSOFmenfromPakora
Chowk in Bahadurgarh, part of
the Tikri border protest, left for
Singhu on directions of the
BharatiyaKisanUnion(Ugrahan)
to “protect” farmers there, a day
after stone pelting and violence
broke outwhen a group of 200
men entered the site. Hundreds
of farmers fromHaryana,mean-
while,madetheirwaytotheTikri
protest site in tractors on
Saturday, saying theyare joining
“forthelonghaul”.
On Friday, a groupof people,

claimingtobelocalresidents,had
gotten past three layers of secu-
rity barricades to reach the
protest site at Singhu border
whereviolencebrokeout.
Hardeep Singh (40) from

Mogadistrict inPunjab,whohas
been at the protest site at
Bahadurgarh for the last two
months,was among thosewho
left for Singhu border on
Saturday. “We are just going to
guard the entire protest site.
PoliceandBJP’smencreatedvio-
lence there.Wewill go and en-

surethisdoesn’thappen.Weare
not there to fightbut just topro-
tect, support and defend them.
Wewillbeonguard,”hesaid.“For
twomonthswehavebeenpeace-
ful.Thereisonlysomuchwecan
tolerate.”
With Hardeep were Gyan

Singh (63) and a few younger
men. Gyan Singh said, “We are
onlygoingtheretoguardthesite.
Goonsweredisturbingthepeace
there, tearing tents and pelting
stones.”
Darshan Singh (40), amem-

ber of the stage management
committeeatPakoraChowk,told
The Indian Express, “Around300
tractorshaveleftforSinghutoday.
They are going there so that no
gundagardihappens.”
At the new bus stand in

Bahadurgarh, where BKU
Ugrahan leaders have stationed
themselves, Jaswinder Singh
Longowal (40), a leader of the
group, said, “Around 900-1,000
menhavegonefromheretosup-
port them. If any suchgroupap-
proaches the site again,wewill
stopthem.”
Meanwhile,hundredsoftrac-

tors fromHaryanamade their
wayviatheRohtakbypasstoTikri
borderprotestsiteonSaturday.

Disconnected

Security forcesat theSinghuborderonSaturday; (below)at theGhazipurprotest site. Photos:PraveenKhanna,AmitMehra

AMILBHATNAGAR
&ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI,JANUARY30

IN THE aftermath of violence at
Singhu border, farmers have
steppedup“internal security”—
from increased vigils to check-
points—topreventanyuntoward
incident and ensure “political
agents”donotgetachancetoin-
citeviolenceagain.
A group of 200menhad got

pastthreelayersofsecuritybarri-
cadesonFriday,claimedthatthe
farmers’ agitation had affected
their livelihood, and damaged
tentsandshelterswhileclashing
withfarmprotesters.Farmersal-
leged that the crowd had gath-
eredatthebehestof theBJP.
Said Rupinder Singh, presi-

dent, Naujawan Bharat Sabha,
“Wehavecreatedasecurityroom
nearthemainstage,10peopleare
presentthereatalltimes.Weare
alsomonitoring the situationon
the ground through volunteers.
Fewer people are being allowed
near the stage after increased
checks. Youthwings of unions
havebeentoldtoguardtheirtrol-
leys and remain on standby in
casethereisasituationtocontrol.
WewillnotletBJPandRSSbreak
ourprotestsinceitwasthemwho

sentpeopletoattackus.”
OnSaturday,mostvolunteers

were seenwalking aroundwith
largewoodenandbamboosticks.
Accordingtofarmers,volunteers
workingintwoshifts,between8
amand8pm,arestationedatkey
entry-exitpoints toguard it—at
least fivestandatthemainentry
pointof theprotest toensure fil-
teredmovement.Whilethestage
committee manages the
speeches,anextrateamof25per-
sons maintain vigil nearby.
Another trolleynext to themain
stage has 10-15 volunteerswho
canbecalledforassistanceround
the clock. Further within the

protest site, security teamshave
set up three checkpoints along
theKundlistretch—attheKhalsa
Aid camp, a KFC outlet and TDI
mall —where volunteers keep
watchonentrypoints.Amessage
hasbeensentacrosstoprotesters
to immediately alert volunteers
intheeventofa“threat”.
“Thereareat least 1,500peo-

plekeepinga closewatchon the
protest, 24x7. We have been
peaceful since day one, yet so
manypeoplemanaged to enter
the site.Nowtheonus isonus to
protectourselves...,”saidRupinder.
Around4.30pm,asarumour

spreadthatmorepeoplehadcol-

lected at the site, scores of farm-
ersrushedtowardsthebarricades
holdinglathis inamatterofmin-
utes. Amarjeet Singh fromMoga
districtinPunjabsaidtheheight-
enedvigilancewasnecessaryaf-
terFriday’s incident: “Volunteers
andsomeothersaredoingpehra
(rounds) of Singhu tomake sure
nomiscreants have got in.What
happened yesterday hasmade
ourbeliefstrongthatthere’sacon-
spiracytobreakourmovement.”
Behind the extra security is

farmers’ distrust of police forces
aswell. “Yesterday, police stood
andwatchedwhat happened.
We can’t rely on themand their

barricades.Sowedecidedtotake
this step of doing rounds.
However, ithasbeenmadeclear
toeveryonenottofallpreytoru-
mourmongering,andnotactun-
lessit is inself-defence.Wedon’t
wantourprotesttobepaintedas
violent,”saidSurinderSinghfrom
Haryana’sAmbala,whohasbeen
attheprotestsincethebeginning.
Jwarmal fromHaryana’s Kaithal
said, “We justwant to keep our
protestsitesecure;wedon’twant
any violence. BJP andRSSwork-
ersareinfiltratingandprovoking
people. Our constant rounds are
enoughtomaintainorder.”
From the stage, BKU leader

GurnamSinghChadunialsosent
out a “warning” to the govern-
ment about Friday’s attack. “I
want towarn this government
thattheyshouldleavethisgunda-
gardi (hooliganism). An FIR
shouldbefiledagainstthosewho
arecominghereanddoingdanga
(riots),”hesaid.
Addressing the farmers, he

saidtherewasnogoingbacknow
even if there is a crackdown. “If
the police crack down on us,
whetherit’snightormorning,we
won’t leave, we will die here
(praan tyaagdenehain),”hesaid,
reiterating that farmers should
continue to keep the protest
peaceful.

From Bahadurgarh,
hundreds set out to
‘stand guard’ at Singhu

Volunteersaremanningentryandexitpoints totheprotest site.PraveenKhanna

Day after violence, farmers take matters into
their own hands: ‘Can’t rely on police anymore’

BJP hand
in Red Fort
violence,
claims AAP’s
Sanjay Singh

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

AAP RAJYA
Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh
Saturday al-
leged that the
storming of
RedFortduring
the kisan rally
wasa“planned
event of BJP”,
for which its
leaders should
be “booked for
sedition”.
Addressing a news confer-

ence,Singhalsoallegedthatactor
DeepSidhu,whohasbeennamed
in an FIR in connectionwith the
RedFort incident, is “close to the
Prime Minister, Union Home
MinisterandBJPMPSunnyDeol”.
“Iwanttotellyouwithfullre-

sponsibilitythattheRedFortinci-
dentwasdonebyBJPpeople.BJP
agents and goonswere behind
theshameful incident....Theyin-
filtratedcertain routesand insti-
gatedviolence.BJPleadersshould
be booked for sedition.We be-
lieve that BJP did this tomalign
theimageoffarmers.Peoplewho
hold a very good relationship
with the PM and the Home
Minister of our country were
leadingthismarchandinstigated
theviolence,”Singhalleged.
Healsodisplayedpicturesof

Sidhu with the PM and actor
Deol, BJP’s GurdaspurMP. “This
picturewastakenatthePM’sres-
idence, which is a placewhere
everyone cannot enter. I have
beenanMP for three years but I
donothaveanypicturewiththe
PM because to click a picture
with him you need some secu-
rity clearance. Any randomper-
soncannot justwalk inandclick
aphotowithhim,”Singhsaid.
AAP chief spokesperson

SaurabhBharadwajalleged“BJP
goons”were behind the assault
onprotestersatSinghuandTikri.

AAPMP
SanjaySingh
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WANT FARMERS TO END PROTEST

Injured cops, families stage protest: ‘Beaten up mercilessly’
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

OVER200people,includingDelhi
Police personnelwhowere in-
jured during the kisan tractor
marchonRepublicDayandtheir
families, staged a protest at
ShaheediParkonSaturday. They
said they are against the attack
whichledto394personnelbeing

injured, some ofwhomare still
undergoingtreatment. Itwasor-
ganised by Delhi Police
Mahasangh, an organisation
startedbyretiredpoliceofficials.
Head constable Ashok

Kumar,whowasdeployedatRed
FortonJanuary26andsustained
injuries on his head, back and
legs, was among those at the
protestwith his family. He said,
“They behaved like goons and
surrounded us at Red Fort.We
tried to take the underground
stairs and hide but they pelted

stones and thrashed me with
lathisandswords.Iwantthemto
go back.” Families alleged that
protesters attacked the police-
menwithanintentto“killthem”
andshouldbearrested.Theyalso
demanded that the borders be
clearedsothatprotestersgoback
andpolicepersonnelstaysafe.
Ritika, a student who is

preparing for UPSC exams, said,
“My uncle is in theDelhi Police,
hewasondutyatthetimeofthe
clashes. I am against the attack
onpolicemen.Iknowhowpolice

showed restraint but the
unrulymobthrashedthemmer-
cilessly.” Among the protesters
were several children holding
placardsof ‘PoliceLivesMatter’.
ACP Ved Bhushan, a retired

DelhiPoliceofficer,said,“I’mdis-
appointedwithwhatthefarmers
did to our personnel. TheDelhi
Police helped the farmers and
gave them three routes for their
marchbut farmersbetrayedand
attackedthem... Theclasheswere
unfortunatebutthegovernment
mustremovethefarmers.”

(Left)Attheprotest.AmitMehra

New Delhi
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ADVERTORIAL

Quick and effective response
to Covid-19

When  the  lockdown  was  an-
nounced, we gathered ourselves
to answer an obvious question:
how will the people affected by
leprosy continue with their treat-
ment regime? While some need to
visit health facilities to continue
with MDT and get their dosage of
the steroids adjusted, others need
ulcer  dressing. With  lockdown
coming into effect, their anxiety
became palpable. Answering that
question  was  the  beginning  of
finding a solution.

On 25 March, The Leprosy Mis-
sion Trust  India’s  (TLMTI)  Shah-
dara Hospital, Delhi, launched a
tele-counselling  service  with  a
dedicated  helpline. The  team,
comprising three physiotherapists,
a counsellor, an ophthalmic techni-
cian, two nursing staff and a med-
ical officer, pressed into service,
providing counselling of leprosy
patients  who  called  on  the
helpline, and  clarifying  their
doubts around medicines for lep-
rosy, steroids, ulcer care, eye care,
and diabetes care.

Soon we realised, the demand
for specialised leprosy care was
growing in leaps in bounds, with
general hospitals and health care
facilities  prioritising  COVID-19
over  any  other  “non-urgent”
treatments. In  response, we
launched mobile therapy clinics to
provide doorstep healthcare facil-
ities to people affected by leprosy
and penetrate into remote areas

that do not have ready access to
health services. The state-of-the-
art clinics provided tele-medicine
and tele-rehabilitation services. Si-
multaneously, our hospital staff
launched  a  Mask  Movement  by
producing locally-stitched masks
and distributing them among un-
derprivileged communities. Col-
laborating with local government
and police for a Pan-India ‘Virus Pe
Vijay’  (Victory  over  Virus)  cam-
paign on educating local commu-
nities  and  health  workers  on
Covid-19  transmission  was  an-
other  piece  of  the  strategy  that
evolved  with  the  evolving  chal-
lenges.

Integrated care and post-
treatment support

While being reactive enabled
us to reach out to people affected
by leprosy and help them tide over
the crisis to a great extent, being

proactive is equally crucial. That’s
where our organisation is rooted
to. At TLMTI, the research looks at
the clinical, social and basic sci-
ence aspects of leprosy, which is
in line with the objectives: healing,
inclusion and dignity. How do we
develop, standardise, and deploy
accurate diagnostic tests for early
detection  of  infection  and  dis-
ease? How do we gain a better
understanding  of  transmission
mechanism to achieve zero trans-
mission? How can we make case
mapping, drug resistance surveil-
lance, and post-treatment moni-
toring timely and effective? Our
team at the Stanley Browne Re-
search Laboratory is trying to an-
swer some of these questions with
a hope of contributing to better
health  outcomes  of  people  af-
fected by leprosy.

Being proactive is also about
being mindful of the challenges
that one comes across during the
entire patient care journey. This is
precisely why TLMTI’s responsibil-

ity doesn’t get over after diagnos-
ing a person and administering
MDT. It goes beyond that to treat
complications of leprosy—reac-
tion and neuritis—and provide ul-
cer care and surgery for correcting
deformities. Besides, patients and
their family members are taught
self-care measures for preventing
disability, and are counselled on
the possible side-effects of MDT.
A follow-up mechanism is in place
to ensure that the cured patients
do not suffer relapse and they are
free from further disabilities.

There is nothing more uplifting
for people cured of leprosy than to
be self-reliant. To that end, TLMTI,
through  its  Sustainable  Liveli-
hoods programme and vocational
training centres (VTCs) across six
states, provides training in job-ori-
ented  technical  courses  to  help
them increase their economic re-
silience and social wellbeing. Be-
sides skills training and placement
support, TLMTI  also  sensitises
communities  and  employers  to
the need for including people af-
fected  by  leprosy  in  the  local
workforce and providing decent
work opportunities without dis-
crimination in a safe and non-ex-
ploitative environment.

Ensuring equality before
law and a life of dignity

In the last decade, we realised
how a large section of people af-
fected  by  leprosy  are  discrimi-
nated against on the premise of
their disease, which, ironically, is
preventable, treatable  and  cur-

able. It led us to put our heads to-
gether  and  identify  laws  at  the
Central and state level that are ex-
plicitly discriminating against peo-
ple affected by leprosy. What fol-
lowed  is  an  active  engagement
with the Law Commission of In-
dia, the Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, the Union Law Minister,
parliamentarians and think tanks
to  ensure  that  repealing  these
laws stays on the public agenda
and  people  affected  by  leprosy
achieve equality before law. We
are humbled by the support we re-
ceived from our partners and the
prompt response from the govern-
ment, which has made repealing
these laws a priority.

TLMTI is also trying to plug an-
other gap: assessment for leprosy-
related disability under the Rights
of  Persons  with  Disabilities
(RPwD) Act 2016. After a series of
stakeholder  consultations, we
identified  the  need  to  give  due
weightage to invisible disability
like the loss of sensation, which
remains irreversible for life, even
after being fully cured. It is highly
disabling and leaves the person
with limited options for rehabili-
tation and employment.

On the occasion of World Lep-
rosy Day, we reinforce our com-
mitment to work towards elimina-
tion  of  leprosy  and  the  stigma
associated  with  it. At  the  same
time, we urge upon all stakehold-
ers to get involved and do every-
thing in their capacity to effect a
change in status quo.

Covid-19 pandemic was tough on each of us, but it was tougher for resource-poor communities that are more vulnerable to diseases
because of poor nutrition, poor living conditions, and a weakened immune system. This is true for people affected by leprosy as well. Just

like the disease, which has several clinical manifestations, the pandemic-led nationwide lockdown had a manifold impact on them. It
made their access to healthcare difficult and their livelihood options dwindled. For these people, who have already been experiencing

isolation and a shrunk social network, social distancing took a toll on their psychological well-being as well. 

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT &
SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOOD

■ Employment Support
■ Financial Services

■ Institution-based Vocational
Training

■Community Mobilisation
■ Disabled People's

Organisations
■ Self-Help Groups (SHGs)

RESEARCH & TRAINING
■ Basic Science Research
■ Clinical Research
■ Social Research
■ Operational Research
■ Training

ADVOCACY
■ Policy-levelAdvocacy
■ Public Health Campaigns

Institutions and Projects

Website: www.leprosymission.in, Email: info@leprosymission.in
Contact: +91 (0) 11 4353 3300

HOSPITALS: 14 ■ CLINICS: 2 ■ VOCATIONALTRAINING CENTRES: 6 ■ RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES FOR
CARE OFTHE ELDERLY: 5 ■ TRAINING UNITS: 2 ■ MOLECULAR BIOLOGY RESEARCH LABORATORY

Defeating leprosy has to be a shared vision
WORLD LEPROSY DAY 2021

Towards Healing, Inclusion and Dignity

HEALTHCARE
■ Leprosy and other NTDs
■ Dermatology
■ Disability Prevention and
Management
■ General Medicine
■ General Surgery
■ Obstetrics and Gynaecology
■ Ophthalmology

IMPACT in the last 6 years
36,44,106 Outpatient consultations for healthcare
4,36,315 Consultations and admissions for specialised leprosy care
1,18,785 Protective footwear supplied to people with loss of sensation
7,580 Reconstructive surgeries
48,693 Households with improved income through livelihood initiatives
10,680 Students given institution-based vocational training

Dr. Mary Verghese
Executive Director, The Leprosy

Mission Trust India

Dr. Joydeepa Darlong
Head of Knowledge Management,

The Leprosy Mission Trust India

Nikita Sarah
Head of Advocacy & Communication,

The Leprosy Mission Trust India

GOVT&POLITICS

ADAYafteralow-intensityblast
took place outside Israel’s em-
bassyinDelhi, Israel’sambassa-
dor RONMALKA speaks with
SHUBHAJITROY. Excerpts:

OnFridayevening, therewas
a low-intensityblastoutside
the Israeli embassy inNew
Delhi.Howdidyoucometo
knowabout it?
Our systemisvery immedi-

ate, so once it [the blast] hap-
pened I got the message that
goes [out] for diplomats. Once
that happens, we are always
alert, always prepared. And es-
pecially inthe last fewdaysand
weeks, thereweresomeevents
andsomethreatsandweraised
the level of alert of all diplo-
mats, and security.
So themessage spread very

fast [after the blast] andwe re-
alisedthattherewassomething
thatwashappening.Wetookall
precautions.

Yousaid therewere threats
fromthe last fewdays.What
kindof threatswere these–
if youcanelaborate.
There are some events all

over theworld—someof them
are related to Israel; assassina-
tions and different operations
thatsometerroristswerekilled.
Israel was blamed for that. It
[threats] came from Iran, from
Hezbollah in Lebanon, and
otherplacesthataregoingtore-
taliate.... So it was there last
[few] weeks, there were these
kindsof threats... inthesetimes,
wedon’tunderestimateouren-
emies and we take seriously
every threat.
So we raised the level of

alert (and) we were prepared.
Weare not surprised. As Israeli
diplomatsareallovertheworld,
weare alwaysprepared.

Theembassy is inavery
high-security area.Does this
tell youabout somekindof
intelligence lapse fromthe
Indian sideoranywhere
else?
Idon't thinkso.At theendof

the day, those terrorists, the
perpetrators, didn't reach, did-

n’tget(to)thetarget.Theytried,
but they couldn't do anything
and couldn’t do any harm. In
that case, I don’t think that we
can say or talk about any lapse.
But still, the investigation is in
its early stages;weneed to un-
derstandwhathappenedthere.
Take the pieces, build the

puzzle(with)piecesof informa-
tion from different places, evi-
dence from the scene. We are
gatheringall (this) together–(it
is a) joint effort of Israeli secu-
rity authorities and Indian se-
curity authorities.

Anote thathasbeen found is
addressed toyou, the Israeli
ambassador,which says that
this is just a trailer. It also
names two Iranian figures
whowerekilled.Does this
point to the involvementof
possibleplayers?
As I said, the investigation is

in itsearlystages, so Icannotre-
fer to them in detail. It might
even harm the investigation to
get to any specific details, but I
can sharewith you thatwe are
notscared,andnoonecandeter
us.We are going to continue to
thrive and to grow, and even to
expand the relations between
Israel and India because if this
wasthetarget...theyarenotgo-

ing to achieve it, because you
know yesterdaywhen this evil
attack was conducted, we just
celebratedthe29thanniversary
of the establishment of foreign
diplomatic relations between
Israel and India.
It was a celebration for a

thriving and growing, expand-
ing and fruitful, and rewarding
relations between Israel and
India. It might not be a coinci-
dence,but itmightbe.So,allop-
tions out there (are being) in-
vestigated.

Withinhours, therewas
contactbetween the two
sides. Canyouplease tell us
about these conversations?
First, I can say that it’s these

special times, the strong and
warm friendship between us
really reflects itself because, as
youmentioned , just after this
blast the External Affairs
Ministerof India,Dr Jaishankar,
calledourministerof foreignaf-
fairs, Mr Gabi Ashkenazi. The
ForeignSecretarycalledourDG,
ForeignAffairs.TheNSAinIndia
called ourNSA.
And of course they offered

their support, their assistance
andtheassurances that India is
going to take all measures
needed toprotect Israeli repre-
sentatives here.
Second, to fulfill a full inves-

tigationthatwillmakeoutwhat
happenedhere.So inthesespe-
cial times, we feel thewarmth,
the strong friendshipandcom-
mitment that is based onmu-
tual trust andmutual respect –
we feel safe here.
WeknowthattheIndianau-

thorities are doing whatever
they can to protect us and to
support, and we are really
thankful for that.

Has Israeli PMBenjamin
NetanyahuandPMNarendra
Modibeen in touch, orhave
theybeenupdatedabout
this incident?
I don’t know about being in

touch. Of course, they are up-
dated and they know exactly
what’s happened. This is not
something that you just go on

with. So of course they are up-
dated.

Thecooperationbetween
the twonations really
strengthenedsince the26/11
Mumbai terror attack. This
cooperation thathasbeen
ongoing, is thathelping right
nowbetween the twosides?
As I always say, Israel and

India not only share values and
interests,butwealsosharesim-
ilar hostilities and threats, and
counterterrorism is one of
them.
Ofcoursetheterrorattackof

2008 in Mumbai put us to-
gether.Wewerebothhurt from
this attack. So we understand
that inordertodefeat terror,we
need to collaborate towork to-
gether, to join forces since ter-
rorism is a global disease.
Oncetheworldrealises that

and get united, we will defeat
terror. But we are not waiting
for that, and India is a shining
example of how countries
should collaborate, work to-
gether, share – not only infor-
mationbutpracticesandexpe-
rience in order to become
stronger to defeat terror.

Is theMossadworkingwith
Indianagencies rightnow,
aswespeak, on this
investigation?
I can say that, generally

speaking, Israel and India col-
laborate,worktogether.So,yes,
weareworking together.

Youhavebeenvery careful in
notpointing fingers at anyof
theplayers, but yousaid that
both Indiaand Israel share
similarhostilities.Whoare
you talkingabout?Doyou
havecountriesorgroups in
mind?
As I said, it's early stages of

the investigationtopoint toany
one. All options are still there.
Of course, there are immediate
suspicions that we have there,
butuntilweconcludetheinves-
tigation, we will not know for
sure.

FULLREPORTON
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‘We feel warmth, friendship
on mutual trust...feel safe here’

Mumbai: Four peoplewere de-
tained after All IndiaMajlis-e-
IttehadulMuslimeen(AIMIM)MP
Imtiaz Jaleel tweeted a videoon
Saturdaywhich shows twomen
in a carwaving guns at a truck
driver inabidtoovertaketheve-
hicle on the Mumbai-Pune

Expressway.Jaleelhasallegedthat
the twomenwere fromtheShiv
Sena, however thepartyhasde-
niedtheclaim.
InthevideopostedbyJaleel,a

whitecarbearingtheShivSena’s
insignia can be seen weaving
through heavy traffic with the

meninsidewavinggunsinanat-
tempt to scare truckers tomake
way.“ThisisonPuneMumbaiex-
pressway inMaharashtra! The
logoonthevehiclesaysitall!Shiv
Sainiks brandishing revolvers
whiletryingtomakewayfortheir
vehicleonFridaynight. CanHM/

DGtakenoteofthislawlessness!”
Jaleel, theMP fromAurangabad,
hadtweeted.MinisterofStatefor
HomeShambhurajeDesai how-
ever said, “A total of fourmen
have been detained by cops....
Noneofthemareassociatedwith
theShivSena.” ENS

MP posts video of men waving guns, 4 detained

New Delhi
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DIPANKARGHOSE
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FORMERVICE PresidentHamid
Ansari has said inhis newauto-
biography that “authoritarian-
ism,nationalismandmajoritar-
ianism”playedaroleinthe2019
election and that a “subversion
ofcorevaluesisnowunderway”.
The book, ByMany a Happy

Accident, is on Ansari's life as a
diplomat, AMU V-C and then
Vice President and Rajya Sabha
Chairman for two terms. It also
contains several accounts of
Ansari's interactionswithPrime

MinisterNarendraModi, one of
thembeingwhenhehadjustbe-
come Vice President and was
called onbyModi, thenGujarat
ChiefMinister. “I referred to the
post-Godhra happenings in his
state in 2002 andaskedwhyhe
allowed it to happen. He said
that people look at only one as-
pectof thematterandpaynoat-
tention to thegoodworkhehas
initiated,particularlyfortheed-
ucationofMuslimgirls. Isought
itsdetailsandsuggestedthathe
shouldpublicizeit; ‘thatdoesnot
suit me politically’ was the re-
vealingly candid response”, the
booksays.

Ansarialsosaysthatformany
decades after Independence, a
“pluralist view of nationalism
and Indianness” characterized
India’sthinking,butrecentlyhas
been supplanted by one that
“threatens to ruleoutdissent”.
“More recently, a version of

nationalismthatplaces cultural
commitments at its core and
promotes intolerance and arro-
gantpatriotismhastendedtoin-
trude intoand takeover thepo-
litical and cultural landscape.
Onemanifestationof it is ‘an in-
creasingly fragile national ego’
thatthreatenstoruleoutanydis-
sent however innocent. Hyper-

nationalism and the closing of
themindisalso‘amanifestation
of insecurityaboutone’splacein
theworld,”hesays.
Ansari writes in the book:

“The success of populism
(rightlydepictednotasanideol-
ogy but rather a strategy to ob-
tainandretainpower,andthriv-
ing on conspiracy,
criminalizationofallopposition,
playing up external threats)
proveditself inthe2019general
election. It was assisted by au-
thoritarianism,nationalismand
majoritarianism. This ideologi-
cal potion, premised simplisti-
cally on the desirability of one-

ness of language, ethnicity, reli-
gion, territory and culture was
administered successfully to a
little over a third of the elec-
torate...It is evident that a sub-
versionofcorevaluesisnowun-
derway,anexercisethattouches
every citizen and leaves none
untouched. Its impact is com-
pounded by the abdication or
failureofothersocialandpoliti-
calforcestocomprehenditstrue
nature and the urgency to
counter it.”
Thebookalsotouchesonthe

Centre's steps in the erstwhile
state of Jammu and Kashmir.
“The sleight-of-hand tactics

adopted do little credit to the
regime of Rule of Law and the
principles of democracy pro-
fessed by the Republic. They
amounttowhathasbeencalled
‘a show of brute majoritarian-
ism,” it says.
Ansari also recounts that

around“2014-15”PrimeMinister
Modi himself walked into his
Rajya Sabha office unscheduled
andsoughttoknowwhyhewas
notpassingaBillamidthedinin
the House. “I replied that the
Leaderof theHouseandhis col-
leagues,wheninOpposition,had
appreciated the ruling that no
billswillbepassedinthedinand

that normal procedures of ob-
tainingconsentwillbeobserved.
HethensaidthattheRajyaSabha
TVwasnotfavourabletothegov-
ernment.My responsewas that
whileIhadaroleintheestablish-
ment of the channel, I had no
controlovertheeditorialcontent
and that a committee of Rajya
Sabhamembers,inwhichtheBJP
wasrepresented,providedbroad
guidance to thechannel, adding
that fromallaccounts, thechan-
nel’s programmes and discus-
sions were appreciated by the
viewers,” thebooksays.

FULLREPORTON
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DAKSHPANWAR
NEWDELHI,JANUARY30

BETWEEN1987and2001,aseries
of politicalmisadventures trig-
geredasteadydeclineintheaura
ofthecountry’smostcharismatic
farm leader Mahendra Singh
Tikait, and with it Sisauli, a
bustlingMuzaffarnagar village
nestled amidst sugarcane fields
whichwent from being called
“Kisano ki Rajdhani” (farmers’
capital) to “Jaton ki Rajdhani”
(capitaloftheJats)to“Baliyanoki
Rajdhani”--capitaloftheBaliyan
khapheadedbyTikait.
And thenhewouldget a sec-

ond wind. In 2001, Tikait, on
whose call lakhs occupied the
Boat Club lawns in the national
capital in1988,wasstruggling to
muster numbers for a protest at
the Muzaffarnagar town hall.
Thinkingthatthemodestgather-
ing was being a nuisance, an
overzealous sub-divisionalmag-
istrate ordered lathi-charge, and
in theensuing chaos the sexage-
narianfarmleaderfellwithanin-
jury to his forehead. Images of a
woundedTikaitinthepapersthe
nextdayledtoanoutpourofsup-
portthefarmerleaderhadn’tseen
inyears.
Twenty years later, on

Thursdaynight at theGhazipur
border,asimilarchordwasstruck,
this timebyhis sonRakesh,who
brokedownduringapressconfer-
enceaspolicepersonnelmovedin
toclearthesiteofprotestingfarm-
ers -- inadvertently galvanising
protesters in western UP and
Haryana. The reinforcements
cameinasarayofhopeforanag-
itationthathasfacedintensepres-
sureaftertheJanuary26violence,
and in theprocess,Rakesh found
hismomentunderthesun.

Political debut
On the 33-km drive from

MuzaffarnagartoSisauli,thereisa
chance one may encounter
youngsters running alongside
bullock-cartsandtractor-trolley-
- not aspiringmarathoners but
preparingforthenext“DilliPolice
kibharti”. Intheseparts, theysay
aDelhiPolice sipahi is equal to a
100-bigha farmer, sorted for life.
Sisaulialonehassenthundredsof
foot-soldiers toDelhi Police.One
of themwasRakeshTikait.
Hadhenot quit the job at 28

andjoinedhisfatherwhenhewas
leadinghisbreakthroughdemon-
stration—in1987againstelectric-
itybillsnearShamli—whoknows
hemighthavebeenontheother
sideof thedivide today, trying to
implement the government or-
dersagainstprotesters.
ButRakesh, secondofTikait’s

foursons,hasalwaysbeenabitof
arebel.Whilehisfathertriedhard
tomaintain an apolitical image,
Rakesh dabbled in politics and
failedmiserably. In2014,hecon-
tested Lok Sabha elections from
AmrohaonAjitSingh’sRashtriya

LokDalticket,butcouldn’tsavehis
deposit. In 2007, he contested
fromKhatauliintheUPAssembly
elections,butfinishedfifth.Infact,
thereweremurmursthathewas
colludingwith the government
when he was invited to meet
Home Minister Amit Shah on
December8.
Themurmurs arose, too, be-

cause if theBJP isa force inwest-
ernUP,accordingtoobservers,the
Tikaitshavedirectlyandindirectly
played some part in it. And not
least by voting for the BJP, as
RakeshsaidonThursdayhedid.

Rise and fall
When he was on the rise,

Tikaitseniorwasseenasaleader
upholding secular values. At the
1987KarmuKheri agitation, he
broughtJats,MuslimsandGurjars
onasingleplatform--a Jatanda
Muslimfarmerdiedside-by-side
intheprotests.Thisimagewasre-
inforcedin1989whenheledthe
demonstrationsafter thealleged
rape and killing of a Muslim
woman. This led to a national
newspaper declaring that
“AnotherMahatmaisborn”.
However, his supportwould

graduallyerode.Thefirst to leave
himwere theGurjars andwhat
triggered theexoduswasTikait’s
secretary making statements
against theMandal Commission
report. Then, following the1992
Babri demolition and the subse-
quentmid-termelectionsneces-
sitatedbythefallofKalyanSingh’s
government, Tikait told his sup-
porterstovotein“thenameofthe
antaratma (conscience) and
Ram”.Thatdidn’tgowellwiththe
Muslims, who left him. Later a
silent power strugglewith Ajit
Singhduringthe’90srestrictedhis
influence primarily to his khap,
which has 84 villages in
MuzaffarnagarandShamli.
“MahendraSinghTikait...was

aproductofthetimeandcircum-
stances. Therewas a vacuumaf-
ter Charan Singh, and he came
along. He had rustic charm, the
farmer associatedwithhim, but
hewasamanofcontradictionsas
well... hewouldalwaysmaintain
hewasapolitical,buthisownsons
went into politicswhile hewas
alive. And people saw it,” said a
former associate of Tikait who
didn’twanttobenamed
TwoyearsafterTikait’sdeath,

hiseldestsonNaresh,whoheads
the Bhartiya Kisan Union, and
Rakeshwereaccusedofgivingin-
flammatoryspeechesduring the
mahapanchayat that led to the
2013 riots inMuzaffarnagar and
the subsequent polarisation
whichstrengthenedtheBJPinUP.
Withtheemotionalappealon

Thursdayandbystaringthegov-
ernment down, Rakesh has put
theBJP in aquandary. They can’t
be seen resolving it by force. For,
unlikeHaryana,whereBJPisseen
asthepartyofthenon-Jats,across
theYamuna,itreliesontheJatvote
tomaintainitsholdinwesternUP.

SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY30

AS HARYANA government ex-
tended themobile internet sus-
pension in state’s 17 districts for
anotherday “toprevent anydis-
turbanceof peaceandpublicor-
der”, the farmers protesting
against theagri lawshituponan
ideatobypasstheban.Theyhave
decidedtousetempleloudspeak-
erstomaketheirvoiceheardand
makemessagesreachallvillagers.
Duringapanchayat,leadersof

17 khaps of Jind district decided
toformcommitteesineachofthe
306 villages inwhich they have
influencetoensurequickreaction
incasegovernmentmakesanyef-
forttoforciblyremoveprotesters
fromdharnasites.
The panchayat was held at

KhatkartollplazaonJind-Patiala

highwayinwhichalargenumber
of women too participated. The
newstrategywasformulatedaf-
tertheauthoritiestriedtoremove
farmersfromGhazipurborderof
UP-DelhiThursdaynight.
“If anysuchmove is repeated

anywhere,quickannouncements
willbemadefromtheloudspeak-
ers of village temples asking the
farmers to gather. Not only this,
thikri pehraswill beundertaken
by the farmers in villages to re-
main alert round the clock.We
mayplanblockageofroads,if the
internetservicesarenotrestored
earlyas themove isaffectingon-
line studies of students aheadof
exams,” saidAzadPalwa, leader
of Dhadan khap of Jind district.
PalwaisalsoJinddistrictpresident
of theBKU.Theagitatorsfeelthat
internet services havebeen sus-
pendedtocheckthegrowingag-
itationof farmersinHaryana.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

A PETITION before Supreme
Court has sought probe by the
CBI, Special Investigation Team
(SIT)orajudicialcommissioninto
theJanuary26violenceinDelhi.
In their petition, advocates

Vishal Thakre andAbhay Singh
Yadav,bothpractisinginDelhi,also
urged the top court to call for
records of theUnion andDelhi
governmentson “actionor steps
takenbythemovertheviolence”
andasktheinquirycommissionto
submititsreportinatime-bound
mannerandtakeactiononit.
Thepetitionerssaid,“Theper-

missionwasgrantedforapeace-
ful protest and a tractor rally on
Republic Day, but the liberty
givenbytheCentralgovernment
andpolicewasmisusedbysome
of thehijackerswhowere in the
garboffarmers...therefore,inthe
interestofjustice,PoliceOfficebe
directed to find the violators...
andpunishthemasperthelaw”.

DIVYAGOYALGOPAL
LUDHIANA, JANUARY30

TENSIONPREVAILED in theOld
CityareaofLudhianaSaturdayaf-
tertradersandshopkeepers,rais-
ingslogansinsupportofprotest-
ing farmers, did not allow a
TirangaYatrabytheBJPtoproceed
forcingthesaffronpartytocancel
theprogramme.ThelocalBJPunit
later said that theyatrahasbeen
‘postponed’followingordersfrom
party’sstateleadership.
The BJP had planned to take

outa‘VishalTirangaYatra’tocon-
demntheJanuary26violencein
Delhiduringthefarmers'parade.
The yatrawas to start fromMC
Zone A office and move via
MeenaBazaarChowk,Girjaghar
Chowk,KesarganjMandiChowk
before culminatingatMahatma
Gandhi’s statue inLudhiana.
TheBJPworkerscarryingthe

Tricolourandledbydistrictpres-
identPushpinderSingalstartthe
yatrawhile raisingslogans such
as‘BharatMatakiJai’, ‘Tirangeka
apmaannahisahegaHindustan’,
and ‘VandeMataram’.
Soon, a group led by traders

and shopkeepers fromAkalgarh
marketstartedprotesting.Thepro-
testers, carrying thenational flag,
NishanSahibandonesupporting
farmers' agitation, raised slogans
such as ‘Jai Jawan Jai Kisan’,
‘Vyapari Kisan Ekta Zindabad’,
‘HinduSikhEktaZindabad’. They
alsoblocked thewayanddidnot
allowBJPyatratoproceed.
Asthesituationturnedtense,

Joint Commissioner of Police,
Ludhiana, Deepak Parikh, ap-
pealed to both sides to remain
calm. Parikh managed to per-
suade BJP leaders to cancel the
march in the interest of peace
and communal harmony, ac-
cording to thepolice.

After decades,
Tikaits of west UP
take centre stage
in capital again

Authoritarianism, majoritarianism played role in 2019 polls: Ansari in new book

RakeshTikaitat theGhazipurborderonSaturday.ANIBJP cancels
Tiranga Yatra
after face-off
with farm stir
supporters

Haryana khaps decide
to use temple speakers
to beat internet curbs

Thebook,ByManyaHappy
Accident, isonAnsari’s lifeas
adiplomat,AMUV-Cand
thenVicePresidentand
RajyaSabhaChairman

DuringtheTirangaYatra in
Ludhiana.GurmeetSingh

AtKhatkar tollplazaonJind-Patialahighway.ManojDhaka

NewDelhi:Severaljournalistasso-
ciations came together on
Saturdaytoholdaprotestmeeting
over theFIRs filedagainst several
journalists andeditors, including
under thechargesof sedition, for
their reportingand tweets about
thedeathof a farmerduring the
tractor rally and violence on
January26. Theydemanded that
thegovernmentscrapthesedition
law,callingitanti-democratic.

Theypasseda resolution,de-
manding that cases filedagainst
journalistson January28and“in
recentyears”,bewithdrawn,other-
wiseacampaignwillbelaunched.
Theprotestmeetwasorgan-

ised by the Press Club of India,
TheEditorsGuild of India, Press
Association,theIndianWomen’s
Press Corps, the Delhi Union of
Journalists, and Indian
JournalistsUnion. ENS

Journalist detained,
cops say ‘misbehaved
with SHO at Singhu’

Plea in SC seeks
CBI or SIT probe
R-Day violence

Drop FIRs, scrap sedition
law: journalist associations

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,BHOPAL,
GURGAON,NOIDA,
BENGALURU, JANUARY30

FIRS HAVE been filed in five
states, the latest being in Delhi
Saturday, against Congress Lok
SabhaMPShashiTharoorandsix
journalists over their allegedly
"misleading" tweets on thevio-
lence and death of a protester
during the farmers' tractor rally
inDelhionRepublicDay.
ThecasesnameTharoorand

journalists Rajdeep Sardesai,
MrinalPande,ZafarAgha,Paresh
Nath, Anant Nath, and Vinod K
Jose. Most of them invoke IPC
sectionsofsedition,criminal in-
timidation, promoting enmity,
provocation to break public
peace, criminal conspiracy,out-
raging religious feelings,
amongothers.
FIRswere lodgedagainst the

sevenatGurgaon(Haryana)and
Bengaluru on Friday, in Noida
(UP) on Thursday. Four similar
cases in different districts of
MadhyaPradeshearlier.
The FIR in Delhi was lodged

on complaint of advocate
Chiranjiv Kumar, a Central gov-
ernment lawyer at Delhi High
Court. Kumar refused to com-
mentontheFIR.
Thecomplainant stated that

the accused spread fake news
about protesterNavreet Singh's
death inDelhi on January 26 by
blamingDelhiPoliceto“instigate
violence”.
Navreet Singh died of head

injurieswhenhistractortoppled
after hitting a police barricade.

The postmortem ruled out any
bullet injuries.
Thecomplainant stated that

the“accused”postedtweetsthat
dayandspreadfakenewsabout
Singh’s death by calling
it “killing”.
JasmeetSingh,DCP(central),

tweeted,“Duetomisleadingand
falseinformationbyTheCaravan
that a farmerprotester hasdied
due to police firing, a case has
been registered in IP Estate
Police station. FIR includes cer-
tainothersalsowhoalsotriedto
mislead thepublic.”
InGurgaon,acasewasregis-

tered at CyberCrimepolice sta-
tion on a complaint by Pankaj
Singh,aresidentof Jharsavillage.
“We have lodged an FIR

basedonthecomplaintgivenby
a local residentwho is a private
citizen and does not appear to
have any political affiliations so
far…The case has been lodged
against seven named accused
and unidentified others. The
matter is being investigated,”
ACP(DLF)KaranGoel said.
Inhiscomplaint,Singhiden-

tifies himself as a “law-abiding
and concerned citizen…who is
deeplyaggrievedbywidespread
riots”. He has alleged that “ac-

tions”of thesevennamedinFIR
have caused “graveprejudice to
thesecurityof thenation”.
InBengaluru,asocialactivist

named Rakesh Shetty, alias
Rakesh B S, filed a complaint of
sedition, criminal conspiracy
and other charges against
theseven.
Shetty's complaintwas reg-

istered at Parappana Agrahara
police stationonFriday.
According to the com-

plainant, the tweets by those
named in the FIR amounted to
incitement, damaging of na-
tional integrity, creation of en-
mitybetweendifferentreligious
groupsanddivision insociety.
InMadhyaPradesh,foursep-

arate FIRs have been registered
namingTharoorandthesixjour-
nalists for allegedly instigating
farmers with unverified and
unauthentic information for
“personal and professional
advantage”.
TheFIRshavebeenregistered

in Bhopal, Hoshangabad and
Betuldistricts, basedonwritten
applications by complainants
who have submitted almost
similar applications – the one
submitted inHoshangabad is in
Hindi, while that in Bhopal and
Betul are in English. In all four
FIRs,complainantshaveaccused
thesevenof startingamisinfor-
mation campaign in a coordi-
nated andwell-timed conspir-
acy about the Delhi Police
shootingdeadNavreet.
In Noida, the FIRwas regis-

tered at Sector 20Police Station
onacomplaintby local resident
Arpit Mishra for "riots and
damage".

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA&
RAKHIJAGGA
JALANDHAR,LUDHIANA,
JANUARY30

AFTERSEEMINGLYgoingon the
backfoot following the violence
onRepublicDayduringthetrac-
torrallyinDelhi,farmers'unions
of Punjab are nowwitnessing a
renewed vigour,withmany vil-
lage-levelcommitteessendinga
largenumberofpeople–andnot
just farmers – to support the
movementagainstthenewagri-
cultural laws.
In several villages, people

said they were moved by the
video of farm leader Rakesh
Tikait getting emotional over
how farmers were being
branded as terrorists. They said
several farm leaders in Punjab
needed to learn from Tikait’s
dedication.
Around 150 vehicles pro-

ceededtowardsDelhionSaturday
fromPhagwaraundertheleader-
shipKirpal Singhof Bharti Kisan
Union(BKU)Doaba,whilealarge
number of youths accompanied
theBKU(Rajewal)leaders.
Meanwhile, to shore up the

dwindling numbers at protest
sites,severalpanchayatsinPunjab
have startedpassing resolutions
askingpeopletosendoneperson
from each village home to the
dharnasonthebordersofDelhi.
VirkKhurdvillagepanchayat

indistrictBathindapassedares-
olution on January 27mandat-
ing that one villager from each
household will go to the Delhi
bordersandstaythereforatleast
one week. The resolution said
that those not complyingwith
the decision will be fined Rs
1,500 and if a person refuses to

paythefine,thevillagewillboy-
cott thatperson.
Theresolutionalsostatedthat

if anyvillager’svehiclegetsdam-
aged during the Delhi morcha
then panchayat will bear ex-
penses for its repair.With signa-
turesofover1,700voters,theres-
olution carries the signatures of
thesarpanch–ManjeetKaur.
Gurpreet Singh, oneof those

who signed the resolution, said:
“Thoughweareregularlygoingto
the borders (of Delhi) since
November 26, this fresh an-
nouncement has been done to
beat the rumours that after
RepublicDay episodemorcha is
about to end and people have
startedcomingback.”
In another resolutionpassed

byNangalKalanvillageofMansa,

ithasbeenstatedthatonevillager
fromeachhousewill go toDelhi
morchaforminimumsevendays
and theoneswhocannotgowill
give Rs 1,500 that can be con-
tributedtotheongoingstruggle.
“Thisfundcanbeusedforfuel

expensesorevenforrepairoftrac-
tors going toDelhi,” saidNazam
Singh,oneof thevillagers.
Addressing the media in

Chandigarh on Saturday, BKU
president Balbir Singh Rajewal
said,“It(protest)washitforaday-
and-a-half.Nowfarmersareagain
rushing to Delhi borders to
protest.WearethankfultoTikait-
sahib.WewillinvitehimtoPunjab
andhonourhim.”
He also appealed farmers to

ensure that the agitation re-
mainedpeaceful.

Farmers, their familiesatMansarailwaystationtoboarda
traintoDelhi to jointheprotests. Express

Punjabseesprotest revivalasmorepeople
head fordoorsofDelhi; resolutionspassed

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY30

THEDELHI Police Saturday de-
tainedafreelancejournalist,alleg-
ingthathehadmisbehavedwith
astationhouseofficer(SHO)atthe
SinghuborderonSaturdaynight.
Police saidMandeep Punia,

whoworks as a freelancerwith
The Caravan and Junputh, was
moving through roadblocks and
barricadeswhentheallegedinci-
denttookplace.
Apurportedvideoof the inci-

dentshowsagroupofpolicemen
with lathis forcibly takingPunia
away. Another journalist,
DharmenderSingh,wasalsobriefly
pickedupandlater letgoafterhe
showedhispressID,policesaid.
Hours before his detention,

PuniahadpostedaFacebookLive
about the Singhu violence on
Friday,detailinghowmenclaim-
ingtobelocalshadpeltedstones
at the protest site in full viewof

thepolice.
“Puniawasstandingwiththe

protesters and he didn’t have a
press ID card. Hewas trying to
move through the barricades
whichwerekepttosegregateand
secure the area. An altercation
brokeoutbetweenpoliceperson-
nel and him. Hemisbehaved...
therewas somemanhandlingas
well. He was then detained,”
claimedaseniorpoliceofficer.
FollowingPunia’sdetention,

severalfarmleaderscalledforhisre-
lease.SwarajIndialeaderYogendra
Yadav tweeted, “I have known
Mandeeptobeapassionateand
committed journalist. Pickingup
someonelikehim,withoutanylegal
basis, isanotherinstanceofgrow-
ingthreattofreemedia.”

Mandeep
Punia

ShashiTharoor

Sedition FIRs against Tharoor,
journalists now in five states

ACCUSEDOFMISINFORMATIONCAMPAIGN INCOORDINATEDCONSPIRACY

New Delhi
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ATMANIRBHARBHARAT
Some are born atmanirbhar
(self-reliant/self-sufficient),
someachieveatmanirbharta,
and some have atmanirb-
harta thrustuponthem.This
is likely to be the dominant
themefordifferentsectorsof
the economy in the coming

Budget.Oddlyenough,thepushtowardsatmanirb-
hartamay not mean a reduction in the govern-
ment’s intervention intheeconomyandadecided
move towards a greater play of market forces. Far
fromit. Itwill likelybeamix.Forinstance, ifyouare
a farmer, the state may recede in favour of the
privatesectorbutifyouareasteelmanufactureror
dairy producer, the state may protect you from
international competition.

BEHAVIOURALCHANGE...
...of consumers and busi-
nesses. One of themost im-
portant things towatch out
for in the Budget would be
thepolicytoolsemployedby
the FM to change the beha-
viour of different economic
entities in theeconomy.

Covidnotonlyforciblyreducedconsumptionin
the short-term but also crimped incomes and
scared people into savingmore than usual. But if
consumerscontinuetospendless,thenitwilldelay
economic recovery. The RBI has already brought
downinterestratestodisincentivisesavings.Forits
part, the government can cut direct taxes — indi-
recttaxesarewithintheambitof theGSTCouncil—
asitdidintheLTCcashvoucherschemelastOctober.
Similarly,Budgetmayannouncestepstoincentivise
thepurchaseof affordablehouses, carsetc.
Similarly, investments by businesses had been

falling even before Covid hit. Unsure if consumers
will spend, businesses continue toholdback fresh
investments. In 2019, the government cut corpo-
rate income taxes. Now it will have to find other
ways to incentivise investments.

CESSESANDSURCHARGES
Of the two certainties of
humanlife—deathandtaxes
—onlyonecanbecompoun-
ded.WhenaCentralgovern-
ment imposes a new tax on
an existing tax, it is referred
to as a Cess (if it is for a spe-
cific purpose, say, Swachh

Bharat Cess) or a surcharge (if purpose not speci-
fied).Fortaxpayers,ataxbyanyothernamewould
cost just asmuch. But for Centre, Cesses and sur-
charges smell sweeter than regular taxes because
suchrevenuesdon’thavetobesharedwiththestate
governments. Don’t be surprised if a Covid Cess
makesanappearanceonMonday.

DEBT
There is tough competition
for this letter this year. You
are likely to hear a lot about
Digitalisation—acrossfields.
You might also learn how
pent-up Demand has led to
India’s ‘V-shaped’recoveryor
what the Budget will do to

bolsterIndia’sDefenceagainstChineseaggression.
But themost important word this year could

wellbe“debt”.Or, tobeprecise,Debt-to-GDPratio.
TheBudgetmaysignal a shift away fromtargeting
fiscal deficit (or total borrowings) as a percentage
ofGDPtotargetingtotaldebtasapercentageofGDP.
Total debt is nothingbut thedebt of thepast years
plus theborrowings in the current year. The signi-
ficance: this shift may allow the government to
spendmore (breaching the existing fiscal deficit
norms) in thenext fewyears and still appear tobe
fiscally responsible.

EDUCATION
Apart from the hit to the
physical health of Indians,
especially child malnutri-
tion,Covid’s second-biggest
long-termadverse impact is
the disruption of educatio-
nal attainment. Even with-
out Covid, India’s educa-

tional achievements were alarmingly poor as
showcasedrepeatedlybyannualASERreports.The
pastyearhasdeepened inequalities thanks to the
digital divide. Expect the Budget to redouble the
government’s efforts to bridge the digital divide.
If thishappens, itwillbeasmallpricetopaytoput
up with a slew of rather inelegant policy names
startingwith “e—”.

FDIANDFPI
For a country that suddenly
decided to become atma-
nirbharafterCovid, it isquite
remarkable how India rou-
tinelycelebrateseveryincre-
ment of foreign investment
— direct or portfolio. Of
course, India is a capital

scarce (read poor) country and so itmakes a lot of
sensetoacknowledgeforeignersinvestinginIndia.
PMModi has promised to be the bridge between
thecash-rich foreignbusinessesand India.

GDPGROWTH
Thegovernmentaimstoturn
India into a gas-based econ-
omy (nopun intended). This
involvesimprovinggaspipe-
line connectivity as well as
turning farmers from ‘Anna
(food)-data (giver)’ into ‘Urja
(energy)-data’.However, the

more important question that the Budget has to
answeris:Whatwilldrivefasteconomicgrowthin
a sustainablemanner? India’s growth ratedecele-
ratedsharplyfrom8.3%in2016-17to4.2%in2019-
20. Inotherwords, justbeforeCovidhit Indiaatthe
end of 2019-20, India grew by just about 4%with
almost all engines of growth— private consump-
tion,businessinvestments,andexports—faltering.
Government spending, the last engine, can boost
growthintheshort-termbutfastgrowthcannotbe
sustained without private consumption and
business investments.

HEALTHCARE
The central takeaway from
Covid is that India’s private
healthcare infrastructure —
asefficient andas affordable
as it may appear in global
comparisons— is neither as
efficient nor as affordable in
times of a crisis. The upshot

being: India needs to boost investments in public
healthcareprovisioning.Foracountryof India’ssize
andGDP,Indiangovernmentshavespentabysmally
low on healthcare. But themassive demand for
healthcare is also anopportunity for India togrow
and create new jobs. If a once-in-a-century
pandemic can’t induce a quantum leap in health-
carebudget,whatcan?

INFRASTRUCTURE
No matter which way one
looks at it, the past year has
seen a massive rise in in-
equality. The rich have got
richer and the poor have got
poorer.For instance, in2020,
India’spercapitaincomehas
fallen to levels last seen in

2017 and the average GDP contracted by over 7%.
Yet, listed companies retrenched employees and
cutexpendituretonotchup20%-25%profitsonav-

erage. In essence, the losses of thehave-notswere
far deeper thanwhat the average decline shows.
Informal,unskilled,young,women—allhavefound
themselves significantlyworse off. But, given the
parlous stateof government finances, it isunlikely
that inequalitywill elicit a significant response.

JOBS
Persistently high unemploy-
mentnotonlyreflectspoorly
on the government but also
threatens social order. Even
before Covid, Indiawaswit-
nessingveryhighlevelsofun-
employment—thehighestin
several decades. Covid just

madethatworse.Thegovernmentcaneither focus
onfinancingever-growingsocialsecuritiesortakea
leafoutofThomasSowell’sbookwhenhesaysthat
“therealminimumwageiszerounemployment”.

KISAN
Thefarmsectorsuffereddue
to back to back droughts in
2014 and 2015 before de-
monetisationin2016turned
out to be an even bigger
strain. Since then, however,
farmers have enjoyed politi-
cal heft via forcingmassive

loanwaivers and the first-of-its-kind direct cash
transfers scheme—thePM-Kisan (KisanSamman
Nidhi) Yojna. But since the passage of three farm
lawslastyear,thedistancebetweenthefarmersand
thePMseemstohave increased.Raising theoutgo
underPM-Kisanisonewaytoassuagehurtfarmers.

LABOURER
Last year saw lakhs of mi-
grant labourers first getting
stranded away from their
homes and then, in the ab-
senceoftimelyandadequate
support from the govern-
ment, literally walking back
thousands of miles. What

madematters worse for themwaswhen several
states decided to summarily disband almost all
labour laws under themisplaced notion that set-
tingasideevenminimumwageandthemostbasic
safetyrequirementswouldsomehowleadtoasurge
in corporate investments. For a while, theywere
providedsuccourthroughthemuch-malignedru-
ral jobsguarantee scheme.Butas theeconomyre-
turns to the normal rate of functioning, there is a
need toensure that India’s labourers—migrantor
otherwise—donot suffer thesamewayagain.

MEDIUM-TERM
Each year, the government’s
Budgetdocuments includea
thinnotecalledthe“Medium
term fiscal policy cum fiscal
policy strategy statement”.
This is rarely read by most
becausebudgetsare,bydefi-
nition, annual exercises. But

this year, there is more curiosity about India’s
“medium-term” prospects — roughly the period
between 1 to 5 years hence. Why? To ease the
demonsofuncertaintiesandprovideapredictable
policy environment for all economic agents to get
back tonormaleconomicbehaviour.

NPAS
It can be argued that the
biggestmacroeconomichur-
dle facing the Indian econ-
omybetween2010and2020
(untilCovidhit)wasthehigh
level of non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) in the Indian
banking system. These, in

turn,hit thebank’sprofitability. Inthepastdecade,
severalpublicsectorbankssufferedsuchhighNPA
levelsthateventheirviabilitycameunderquestion.
CovidisexpectedtoalmostdoublethelevelofNPAs
when India starts recognising the true extent of
damage next financial year. The FMwould thus
need to budget for money that the government
wouldneedto“recapitalise”publicsectorbanks. In
other words, just like India has pent up demand
driving the recovery, it alsohaspentupbankrupt-
cies thatare less talkedabout.

OUTPUTLOSS
Inthecurrentfinancialyear,India’sgrowthwillcon-
tract by almost 8%. Next year (2021-22), it will

rebound and grow by 11%.
Net result: At the end of
March 2022, India’s GDP is
likely to be just 2% higher
than what it was in March
2020.That implies that India
wouldhavelost9-10%ofGDP

over the two years. This is the output loss and the
realmeasureofhowbadlyeconomieswereaffected
duetoCovid.Howdoes Indiacompare?According
to calculations by Gita Gopinath, chief economist
at IMF, the global averagewould be just a tad less
than 4%. The US and China would have lost just
about1-1.5%ofGDPwhileemergingeconomies in
Asia (including India but excluding China) would
havesufferedalmost8%output loss.

POVERTY
Byallmeasures,thepandemic
wouldhaveraisedthelevelof
poverty in the country. The
fact thatnoless than80crore
Indians— that’s roughly 60%
ofIndia’spopulation—hadto
be given free rations under-
scoreshowvulnerableIndiais

in terms of poverty. Fromapolicy perspective, the
trouble startswith India’s last official estimates of
povertybeingalmostadecadeold.

QUALITYOFLIFE
Over the past few years, as
Indialostitsgrowthmomen-
tum, there has been a vigo-
rous debate about whether
GDP is the right variable to
evaluate growth. GDP does
notpointouthowrisingpol-
lution or inequalities impact

our long-term growth sustainability. Nor does it
captureourhappiness, thewholesomeness of our
relationshipsor theoverall qualityof our lives. It is
no fault of GDP though— it is just ameasure. Ifwe
wanttoassessthequalityofourlifemoreaccurately,
perhaps we should have a different measure.
Perhapsthenewmeasurewouldbeabletocapture
theunpaidcarework thatwomensilentlyprovide
or thediminutiononesufferson thebasisof caste,
creed, genderor income.

REFORMS
The one unchanging truth
about policymaking in India
is: “Everything is a reform”.
Whenrestrictivelabourlaws
were brought in, it was a
reform. When labour laws
were repealed—even to the
extentofnotrequiringtopay

minimumwages — that toowas a reform.When
minimumsupportpriceswereintroduced, itwasa
reform;when they arebeingphasedout, it is a re-
form.WhenMGNREGA is implemented, it is a re-
form.When it is berated, it is a reform.When it is
persistedwith,thatagainisareform.Basically,noth-
ing that any Indian government ever does is any-
thingshortof reform.Be ready formore reforms.

SKILLS
Data shows that evenwith-
out Covid, formalmanufac-
turing in India has grown
moreandmorecapitalinten-
sive over the years. In other
words, firms are replacing
labourwithcapital(readma-
chinery).This istrueevenfor

the so-called labour-intensive sectors such as tex-
tiles, leather and jute.While thismay be great for
consumers, for the large swathes of unemployed
and lowly skilled Indians, this is a terrifying
prospect. The government hopes that the private
sector (seeW)will create themillions of jobs re-
quiredtosoakupIndia’s labourforce.Butthatmay
not happen thanks to a continued preference for
automationtodrivedowncosts.Skillup-gradation
and re-skilling is no longer a question of policy
choice; it is an imperative.

TAXRELIEF
Before every Budget there
are two innocent-sounding
demands from the people.
One, theywant the govern-
menttospendmoreandtwo,
theywantthegovernmentto
reducetheirtaxes.Ofcourse,
both things can’t happen

becausethegovernment’smoneyisnothingbutthe
taxpayer’smoney.Fromthegovernment’sperspec-
tive, thetrick lies inchoosingwhototaxforraising
the additional revenues. In 2019, for example, be-
fore the Lok Sabha election, the government pro-
vided income tax relief for individual taxpayers.
Aftertheelections,itsharplycutcorporatetaxrates.
Thisyear,though, it isunlikelythatanymassivetax
relief will happen because the government is
alreadystruggling tomeet itsexpenses.

URBANISATION
That India lives in its villages
isnolonger justa factbutthe
articulation of a problem. If
India has to grow—that is, if
India’s per capita GDPhas to
rise—thenIndiancitieshave
to grow and prosper. There
are just toomany people in

rural Indiaandnotenoughscopeforincreasedpro-
ductivityinourvillages.Thequestionis:Doourcities
havethatpotential?Cantheyprovidebasicameni-
ties for India to transition intoabroad-basedmod-
erneconomy?DoesourBudgetreflectthisvision?

Vaccination
Even though India
prides itself for taming
theCovidcurve, there-
turn to normal growth
will depend on how
quickly and effectively

India vaccinates itself. Theglobal collaboration
around finding the Covid vaccine also puts in per-
spective thecallsof being“vocal for local”.

WAGESVSWEALTHCREATORS
Over the years, the relative
size of the Central govern-
ment budget has reduced.
Today,all thestatesspend1.5
times the Centre. The Centre
cannotbetheprimejobcrea-
tor for the country. The push
towards disinvestment and

privatisationshouldbeseeninthiscontext.PMModi
hasrepeatedlyexhortedtheimportanceof“wealth
creators” in amove to present businessmen and
women in amore positive light. This is happening
atatimewhenwages—thefruitsof labour(asafac-
tor of production) — have barely grown. In fact,
according to International Labour Organisation’s
GlobalWageReport2020-21,inIndia,formalwork-
ers’wageswerecutby3.6%whileinformalworkers
have experienced amuch sharper fall inwages of
22.6%.Contrastthiswithover20%profitsbookedby
listedcompanies (entrepreneurs) lastyear.

X-FACTOR
India is comingback from its
worstyearasaneconomy.On
paper, the coming year will
likely see double-digit GDP
growthrates.Itisunlikelythat
the FMwill not capture the
essence of this confidence in
the form of some poetry. So

which poet will it be this year? Tamil poet and
philosopherThiruvalluvarhasalreadybeenpressed
intoservicefartoooften.PresidentRamNathKovind
has already quotedMalayalampoet Vallathol. The
odd-on favourites is Tulsidaswith some rousing
coupletfromRamcharitmanasbut,giventhefarmer
protests, thedarkhorse isGuruTeghBahadur.

YOUTH
According to the UN Population Fund, India will

continue to have one of the
youngest populations in the
world till 2030. It is also true
thatIndiahasthemostnum-
berofmalnourishedchildren
intheworld,oneof themost
malnourished adolescents
population,thehighestnum-

berofpoorontheplanet.Oneducationtoo, India's
massive technical pool cannothide themillionsof
unskilled (read unemployable) and unemployed
youth. As the first one for this decade, this Budget
has its jobclearlydefined.

ZZZZZ
AbrahamLincoln, thegreatestAmericanPresident

before Donald Trump (ac-
cordingtoTrump),onceapol-
ogised thus: "I'm sorry I
wrotesucha long letter. Idid
not have the time towrite a
short one.” Last year, FM
Sitharaman delivered the
longest-ever Budget speech
— lasting almost 2 hours 40

minutes.Hopefully, shehashadthetimetowritea
significantly shorterone thisyear.

BUDGET ’21

COUNTDOWN
IN&OUTOF COVID SHADOW

Atthestartof thejointsessionofParliamentonFriday,PMNarendraModi
saidFinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanhadalreadyannounced3-4
minibudgetsandthatthe2021-22Budgetshouldbeseenasan
extensionof thesameeffort.Asthecountryrecovers
fromCovidandoneof itsworstyearsasan
economy,UDITMISRAunscramblesthe
AtoZofwhattoexpect tomorrow

New Delhi
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NOTHING IS goingwell for the govern-
ment.Thefarmersareangry,theprotests
have spread to other parts of the coun-
try, and the farmers of Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh are deeply hurt by
whattheybelievetobethemachinations
of the central government and the BJP.
Chinahasdugitsheelsandhasrefusedto
vacate Indian territory that its troops
haveoccupied.TheBudget isbeingpre-
sentedunderextremelystrainedcircum-
stanceswithlowerrevenuesandhigher
demands. All but one ally have left the
NDA; thecrypto-allies (YSRCP, TRS, BJD,
BSP)havedistancedthemselvesoncon-
tentious issues; and the alienation be-
tween the Treasury Benches and the
Opposition is complete.
ThePresident’sAddressdidnotcon-

tainanyneworimaginativeagenda.The
speech revealed that the government
was looking at the country’s future
through the rear-viewmirror. The next
opportunity is theBudget for2021-22.

DISASTER TO
CATASTROPHE

IhopetheBudgetdoesnotshare the
fateofthepreviousBudget(for2020-21).
That Budget began to unravel within
weeks of its presentation. The Finance
Ministerherselfunmademanyofthean-
nouncementsshehadmade.Evenwith-
out the pandemic, the economywould
have continued on the downward path
that had begun in the first quarter of

2018-19andcontinuedforeightsucces-
sivequartersendingMarch31,2020.The
pandemic pushed the economy into an
abyss: -23.9 per cent in the first quarter
of 2020-21 and -7.5 per cent in the sec-
ondquarter.MsSitharamanhasthedis-
tinctionofpresidingoverthefirstreces-
sion in fortyyears.
It isnowacknowledgedthattheyear

2020-21will endwithnegativegrowth.
The revenue target will bemissed by a
large margin, capital investment will
takeahit,therevenuedeficitwillbeclose
to5percentandtherealfiscaldeficitwill
cross 7 per cent. Budget 2020-21was a
disaster at the start andwill be a catas-
tropheat theendof the fiscalyear.
Therealityisthattheeconomyisina

recession;currentunemploymentrates
are high (rural: 9.2 per cent and urban:
8.9percent);anti-farmerlawsandretro-
gradeimport/exportpoliciesforagricul-
turalproducehavehinderedagricultural
growth; the industry sector has not at-
tracted huge investment; exports and
imports are in the doldrumsbecause of
the government’s protectionist policies
and because the world’s economy is
limping; and inequalities have grown.
Indiamayhave earned theprize for be-
inghome to the largest numberof poor
people, overtaking Nigeria. The forego-
ing is the contribution of theModi gov-
ernmentat theendof sevenyears!

K-SHAPED RECOVERY
Therewill be no V shaped recovery.

TosearchforonewillbeVainandtopre-
dict one will be Vanity. The Chief
Economistof IMF,DrGitaGopinath,has
stated that the Indian economy will
reach pre-COVID levels only in 2025. If
thereisarecoveryofsorts, itwillresem-
ble the letterK—somewill see their in-
comeandwealthgrowwhilethemajor-
ity will suffer pain and economic loss.
That is exactly what happened in the
pandemic-affectedyear(2020-21)asre-
vealed in a study by Oxfam titled
‘InequalityVirus’.
Idon’twishtoanticipatetheBudget.

Thereisauniversaldemandforincrease
in investment in health infrastructure
andincreaseindefenceexpenditure,and
Isupportthatdemand.TheFMmaypro-
videmore funds under the two heads.
Otherwise, Ihavenoexpectationsof this
government. Inthepast, theyhavebeen
exceptionallyobstinateandimpervious
to good advice, and I do not see any
change in their approachorbehaviour.
Ishallmakemywishlistsecureinthe

knowledge that theywill be ignoredby
thegovernment!Intheunlikelyeventof
some suggestions being accepted, it
wouldcertainlynotbeacknowledged!

MY WISH LIST
Heregoesmylist(andIhavedeliber-

ately limited it to10):
1. Impartalargefiscalstimulustothe

economy,even if it isbelated.
2.Makedirectcashtransfersto30per

centof the families at thebottomof the

economyforaperiodof sixmonthsand
reviewthesituationafterwards.
3.Devisearescueplan forMSMEs in

ordertoreachpre-slowdownproduction
levelsandrecoverthejobsthatwerelost.
4.Reducetaxrates,especiallytheGST

rates, and the crippling taxes on petrol
anddiesel.
5. Increase government’s capital ex-

penditure.Inthecurrentyear,thecapital
expenditure of the central government
and state governments are fallingwoe-
fully shortof thebudgetedamounts.
6.Lendingmustbeincreased.Hence,

recapitalizepublicsectorbanksurgently
andencouragethemtolendwithoutthe
fearthateveryloanwillbeprobedbythe
investigatingagencies.
7. Protectionism is outdated and

wrong.ProtectionismhashurtIndianin-
dustry.Acurrentaccountsurplusinade-
velopingcountry isnotamatterof cele-
bration. Abandon the bias against
imports, re-engagewith theworld and
enter intobilateral tradeagreements.
8. Formulate sector-specific revival

packages for sectors such as
Telecommunication, Power,
Construction, Mining, Aviation and
Travel, Tourism&Hospitality.
9.Review and rescind amendments

totaxlawsthatarewidelyviewedastax
terrorism.
10. Review the regulationsmade by

variousregulatorybodiesandcorrectthe
effectof over-regulation.
SinceIhavenoexpectationsIampre-

paredtobedisappointedonFebruary1.

No expectations, no disappointment

I don’t wish to anticipate the
Budget. There is a universal

demand for increase in
investment in health

infrastructure and increase in
defence expenditure, and I
support that demand. The

FM may provide more funds
under the two heads.
Otherwise, I have no
expectations of this

government. In the past, they
have been exceptionally

obstinate and impervious to
good advice, and I do not see
any change in their approach

or behaviour
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SHRINKING SPACE
ITWAS apparent at the start of the Lok
SabhaonFridaythattheoldorderinParlia-
menthasyieldedtoacompletelynew,un-
familiarworld, at least for themedia. Part
ofthechangeisthelandscape.Forinstance,
thelandmarkseatedstatueoftheMahatma
hasbeenshiftedfromtheporticoentrance
inpreparationforconstructinganewpar-
liament.Muchof thecompoundhasbeen
dugup to relocatepipes, cables andother
infrastructure. Entry for newspersons is
throughtheParliamentAnnexe.Thenum-
ber of journalists coveringParliamenthas
been restricted to a bareminimum. The
Railway canteenwhichhandled catering
fortheParliamentcomplex,probablysince
its inception, has been replacedby the far
moreexpensiveIndiaTourismDevelopme-
ntCorporation.CentralHall,thefamoushub
whichservedasameetingplaceforsenior
scribes,MPsandex-MPs, is outof bounds
forallexceptsittingmembers.Someofthe-
sechangescanbeduetothepandemicand
thebuildingactivity foranewparliament.
ButthereasonfornotrenewingLokSabha
passesforaccreditedjournalistsintheLong
andDistinguishedcategoryseemspartofa
largerpatternforshrinkingthemediaspace.

NO HURRY
Indiandiplomacygotaboostershotwiththe
Covidvaccineexports.Ourdiplomatsinthe
neighbouringcountriespressedtheMEAfor
gettingthefirstbatchofvaccinesforthehost
countries toearngoodwill. In the running
were: theMaldives,Bangladesh,Nepal, Sri
Lanka.Brazil,withthesecondlargestfatali-
ties after theUS,was first tomakeadown
paymentforaconsignment.Intheend,the
governmentoptedtodispatchthefirstbatch
toBhutan.Ironically,theBhutanesewillnot
utilise thevaccines forwell over amonth
sinceaninauspiciousperiod,‘Dana’,begins
shortlyandwouldendonlyinearlyMarch.
TheBhutangovernmentintendstolauncha
vaccinationdriveattheendofDana.

NO PHOTO-OP
AmitShahcancelledhistriptoChennaion
January 14where hewas to be the chief
guestattheanniversarycelebrationsofthe
ThuglakmagazinenoweditedbytheSangh
ideologueSGurumurthy. Instead, he flew
toAhmedabadforakiteflyingfestival.Shah

whometTamilNaduCMEKPalaniswami
laterthismonthinDelhiexpressedannoy-
ancethattheBJPinTamilNaduhadwasted
aprecioussixmonthsbecauseGurumurthy
hadledthepartytobelievethatactorRajini-
kanthwouldallywiththem.Healsovetoed
Gurumurthy’sproposaltoincludeVKSasi-
kala in theAIADMK-BJP alliance. Inciden-
tally, therewasmuch speculation in the
TamilmediaastowhyNarendraModiwas
missing in the posters showing EPS and
ShahtogetherannouncingtheBJP-AIADMK
alliance.Theexplanationwassimple:Modi
was sitting at oneendof the12-foot-long
CabinettableinDelhiandEPSattheoppo-
siteend.Itwashardforlensmentocapture
theminthesameframe.Andbecausepre-
sentingshawlsandgarlandsisbanneddue
tothepandemic,therewasnophoto-op.

NEW AVATAAR
Inhis earlier stint asMadhyaPradeshCM,
Shivraj SinghChouhanpridedhimself on
running an inclusive and conciliatory ad-
ministration,whichensuredall sectionsof
societywereonboard,incontrasttoUPCM
YogiAdityanath’sdivisiveimage.Forinstan-
ce,MadhyaPradesh’skanyadaanschemefor
newly-wedsincludedminorities.Hehosted
IftaarpartiesforEidwherehedonnedaskull
cap.He allowedexemptions to thosenot
singingVandeMataramorrecitingthebho-
janmantra.Butinhisnewavataar,Chouhan
appears to bemodeling himself onAdi-
tyanathwithahardlineHindutvaapproach
sincehecannolongerriskdispleasingModi
andShah.Chouhanhas introduced love ji-
had laws and imposed harsh penalties.
Recently,thestatepolicearrestedcomedian
Munawar Faruqui for offending religious
sentiments,evenbeforetheperformerhad
actuallyutteredanoffensiveword.

YEDI’S 9 LIVES
In the last fewmonths, it seemedas if the
scandal-hitKarnatakaCMBSYediyurappa
mightfinallybeonthewayout.Apowerful
lobbyledbyBJP’sgeneralsecretary(organ-
isation)BLSanthoshisagainsthim.Besides,
theunenviable taskofmeetingministerial
aspirationsofMLAswhohaddefectedfrom
otherparties and theoldBJP loyalistswas
provingtobeahugeheadache.Yet,despite
somehiccups, the78-year-oldwarhorse
seemstohavepulleditoffagain.Apparently,
PMModiandAmitShahwereagainstrepla-
cingYediyurappa, fearing itwould risk the
fall of thegovernmentgiven itswafer-thin
majority intheAssembly.Yediyurappaex-
pressedgratitude,comparingShahtoSard-
arPatel,bothbeingGujaratihomeministers,
whichnodoubtpleasedShah immensely.
AsHomeMinisterintheAtalBihariVajpayee
government,LKAdvani,dubbedasLohPur-
ush,likewisewascomparedwiththeSardar.
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THE JUDGMENT of the Nagpur Bench of
theBombayHighCourt,whichheld that
groping “without skin-to-skin contact”
does not amount to “sexual assault” un-
dertheProtectionofChildrenfromSexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, has evoked im-
mense criticism. While the Supreme
Court has now stayed the controversial
order, the interpretation of the offence
andtheActbytheHighCourtisproblem-
aticat several levels.
Inthecase,theperpetratorpressedthe

12-year-oldvictim’sbreastandattempted
to removeher salwar, atwhichpoint the
childscreamedandwasswiftlyrescuedby
hermother.Theaccusedwasconvictedby
thetrialcourtunderSection8ofthePOCSO

Act, readwith IPCSections354(sexualas-
sault and criminal forcewith intention to
outragethemodestyofawoman),363(kid-
napping),and342(wrongfulconfinement).
Section 7 of the POCSO Act defines

sexualassaultofachildas“whoever,with
sexual intent touches the vagina, penis,
anus, or breast of such person....” In a
marked departure from themost obvi-
ous interpretation of the clause that has
been applied in the last nine years, the
single judgeHCbenchstated, “asper the
definition of sexual assault, a ‘physical
contactwith sexual intentwithout pen-
etration’ is anessential ingredient of the
offence”,with “physical contact” requir-
ing “skin-to-skin contact” and not just
anycontact.
Thejudgedidnotinterprettheoffence

toconstituteanattempttocommitsexual
assaultunder thePOCSOAct, and instead

chose to apply Section 354 of the IPC, a
colonialprovisionthatpunishes“assaults”
oruseof“criminalforcetoanywoman,in-
tendingtooutrage...hermodesty”,which
carriesasignificantlylenientpunishment.
Thehighcourt’sbizarreinterpretation

hasevenmoreabsurdimplicationsforthe
otherprovisionsof thePOCSOAct.Forin-
stance,Section3defines‘penetrativesex-
ualassault’asbeingcommittedwhenever
thereisapenetrationofanyobject,penis,
or hand to any part of the vagina, anus,
mouth,orurethraofthechild;orif theac-
cused “applies his/hermouth to the pri-
vate parts of the child”. This section, like
Section 7 does not explicitly state ‘direct
contact’. Then, the Bombay HC’s ‘logic’
wouldmean that if a perpetrator uses a
condomwhile penetrating the child, it
would not constitute an offence since
therewasno ‘direct contact’.

Also, sexual assault under the POCSO
Act, 2012, carries a minimum of three
years imprisonmentwhichmay extend
to fiveyears, inadditiontoa fine. Incom-
parison,Section354oftheIPCcarriesonly
one year of minimum imprisonment. If
the impetus for such a judgmentwas to
spare the perpetrator from the stringent
punishmentof thePOCSOAct, thisreluc-
tancewarrants close inquiry.
Alookatthetrialcourt’sjudgmentalso

revealsanothergrossoversight.Thebirth
certificateofthechildacceptedbythetrial
court shows she was born on May 25,
2005, and at the time of the offence
(December14,2016),shewas11yearsold.
So, in fact, it’s not sexual assault under
Section 7, but aggravated sexual assault
under Section 9 of the POCSOActwhich
carries aminimumof five years impris-
onment.InmostPOCSOcases,thedefence

aggressivelyquestionsthevictim’sageto
remove the application of the Actwhich
onlyapplies to thosebelowtheageof18.
In the recent case, the defence did not
raise the issue as it would only sabotage
their case, and neither of the courts un-
dertook the inquiry.
This oversight, coupledwith the case

beingdelayedfornearlyfouryears,andthe
tactless interpretationof theHCseriously
impairs the effective implementation of
thePOCSOAct.While theSupremeCourt
hasstayedtheorderafteritwasarguedthat
the judgmentwas “likely to set a danger-
ousprecedent”, it remainstobeseenhow
the apex court responds to this unprece-
dentedinterpretationof thePOCSOAct.

ShruthiRamakrishnan is a legal
researcherworkingonchild rights.

National Editor Shalini Langer curates
the fortnightly ‘SheSaid’ column

Bizarre interpretation, problematic order

WHILERAJINIKANTH’Sonagain-offagain
flirtationwithpoliticsseemsindefinitely
suspendedfornow,itaddsanotherchap-
ter to the ties between Tamil Nadu poli-
ticsanditsfilmindustry.AndthoughMGR
remainsitsmostsuccessfullink—forrea-
sons beyond his stardom— this story
doesn’tbeginorendwithhim.
If S S Rajendran, Sivaji Ganesan,

Jayalalithaa, Captain Vijayakanth are the
more known examples, and Kamal
Haasan hopes to join their ranks, there
were otherswho fell along theway. The
commonthreadisthatunlikeotherparts
of thecountry,cinestarsenteringpolitics
inTamilNaduhavefailedtoclickwithout
asolidgrounding inpolitical ideology.
A scholar of South Asian cinema,

Gopalan Ravindran, who teaches at the
Central University of Tamil Nadu, points
out that the founder of Dravidianmove-
ment, Periyar, didn’t view film stars
favourably.“ButAnnadurai(Periyar’sdis-
ciple who left to set up the DMK)was a
theatreartisteandwriter,andropedinhis
followers like Karunanidhi andMGR to
communicate with people. Annadurai
used a combination ofmediums... There
werealsomanyfactors... cinemawasnot
seen as a separate entity unlike today,”
Ravindransays.
The actors too belonged to the post-

Independenceerawherenationalismwas
at its peak, and cinema of-
ten reflected that, along
with themesof socialism.
Oneof Annadurai’s first

choices was K R Rama-
swamyorKRR.Amuch-in-
demand actor at the time
(1950-60s), who starred in
both theatre and films,
Ramaswamy was a com-
mitted DMK functionary
whokeptasidehisentirere-
muneration for the party.
Soon after, the DMK had
twomoreactorsinitsranks,
SSRajendrana.k.aSRRand
Sivaji Ganesan. More popular than
Rajendran, Sivaji toowas a diehardDMK
functionary. Itwaswhenhegot toobusy
withhismoviecareer,andbranchedonto
mythological movies (seen at variance
with the DMK’s professed atheism) that
thespacevacatedbyhimintheDMKwas
filledbyMGRamachandran.
Gopalan says that unlike Sivaji, MGR

was clear about his political ambitions
and worked on this. “He picked roles
where hewas cast as an idealistic man,
andcultivatedanimageofbeingbenevo-
lenttothepoor.Hemarketedandbranded
himself for themasses.” If J Jayalalithaa
washisprotege,MKarunanidhiwrotethe

scripts for many of MGR’s
films,with both eventually
joining politics. Karuna-
nidhi carved a separate
spaceonthestrengthofhis
writings, both for theatre
and film,andhispoetry.
This is where the older

film stars differ from
Rajinikanth’sambitions,de-
spite the latter’s unsur-
passed success and name
recognition thatextends to
North India.
Tamil film historian

TheodoreBhaskarancallsa
comparison between MGR and
Rajinikanth“foolish”.“Rightfromhis30s,
MGRwasactive inpolitics, initially inthe
CongressandthentheDMK.Whenheleft
theDMKtoformtheAIADMKafterparty
founder C N Annadurai’s death, the fol-
lowers he took alongwith himwere not
mere film fans but a highly political, ho-
mogenous set of people, unlike Rajini-

kanth’sheterogenous fans,”hesays.
Apart fromthis,MGRwasapowerful

oratorwithcompletecommandoverthe
Tamil language, Bhaskaran says, with
Rajinikanth trailingonbothaccounts.
This is why, Bhaskaran feels, that

despite all the hype surrounding
any announcement by Rajinikanth
regardingpolitics,hewillfail ifherestson
“mere stardom”, without firm politics
or ideology.
One of themost recent examples of

thisisCaptainVijayakanth,whoseDMDK
blazed to the second-highest number of
seats after the winner AIADMK in the
2011Assemblypolls, but isnowreduced
to zeroMPs andMLAs. Kamal Haasan’s
party Makkal Needhi Maiam failed to
open an account in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls,withitsvotesharenotcrossingeven
singledigits.
Kalaippuli S Thanu, a veteran Tamil

film producer known for several
Rajinikanth superhits including Kabali,
says the success of film stars in politics
isathingof thepast,andnot justbecause
they are not as rooted in politics as be-
fore. Actors had a certain aura, Thanu
pointsout,witha larger-than-life image,
accessible only on the big screen.
“Also, unlike the past, fans too are no
longer political.”

THEONLYtime Imet thePakistani father
oftheKhalistanmovementhesaidsome-
thingthatIhaverememberedofteninre-
cent days. General HamidGulwas in re-
tirement in Rawalpindiwhenwemet. It
was just after Benazir Bhuttowas killed
andwehad a long chat in his small, cozy
livingroom.Whentheinterviewwasover,
heaskedif IwereaSikh.IsaidIwas,andhe
saidwithanoteofregretinhisvoice,“The
Sikhs should never have gone to India.
They should have stayed here.” My re-
sponsewas to saynothing, butPakistan’s
first jihadist General’s words have re-
mainedimprintedinmymemory.Ashave
thoseyearsofterribleviolencewhengoing
to Punjab was so dangerous that most
Delhi journalists never went till after
JarnailSinghBhindranwalewasdead.
Often in the past fewweeks as I have

watched seniorministers call Sikh farm-
ers ‘Khalistanis’, and famous TV anchors
paintthefarmersprotestasnothingmore
than an attempt by the Sikhs to revive
Khalistan, thewordsofGeneralGulhave
comeback tome. They cameback tome
mostterrifyinglylastweekwhenIsawthe
Khalsa flag raisedon that sacred flagpole
on the ramparts of the Red Fort, where
only the Indian flag has ever been raised
since August 15, 1947. There wasmuch
vandalism that day, but this was more
thanvandalism, itwasaprofanity.
It was also a reminder that Pakistan

would like nothing more than to see a
revival of the Khalistanmovement. This
was so essential a part of Pakistan’s end-
less, cowardly, undeclared war against
India that one of the founders of the
R&AWrevealedinaninterviewthatwhen
Benazirbecameprimeministerandasked
Hamid Gul, then head of the ISI (Inter-
ServicesIntelligence),tostopwhathewas
doinginPunjab,herefused.Hereportedly
said, ‘Madam, keeping Punjab destabi-
lized is equivalent to the Pakistan army
having an extra division at no cost to the
taxpayers.’
AfterwhathappenedonRepublicDay

it shouldbeclear toeventhestupidestof
advisors in the Prime Minister’s echo
chamberthatthefarmersprotesthasbe-
come something bigger andmore dan-
gerous.Onthefarmlaws,all that is left to
say is that there is a total breakdown of
trust. Farmers believe the new lawswill
destroyexistingfarmmarketsandthrow
them into the hands of private traders.
They believe this is happening because
the government is too broke to pay that
MinimumSupportPrice(MSP)thatguar-
antees themtheirmeagreprofit.
Thismayormaynotbetruebutwhat

istrueisthatthereareveryfewrichfarm-
ers in India.Ongovernment friendly ‘pri-
vate’ TVchannels Ihavebeenastonished
to hear commentators vent their rage
against‘rich,greedyfarmers’. If therewere
richfarmerstherewouldbenoneedfora
minimum support price. This is some-
thing that the ‘agricultural experts’ who
devised thenewfarmlawsappearnot to
havenoticed.Thereisnoquestionthatre-
forms are needed in agriculture and a
good first step might even be opening
access to privatemarkets but if farmers
believe that this will leave them at the
mercy of rich and ruthless traders, they
willneverseethenewlawsasanattempt
at reform. It is true that they have been
obdurate and unrelenting about their
demand that the three laws be repealed
butshouldthegovernmentnotbetrying
to findoutwhy?
It ispossiblethatbythetimeyouread

thistherewouldhavebeenanattemptto
crushtheprotestswithpoliceaction.Signs
of this became evident last week.What
also became evident if youwatched TV
news is that a crackdown has the fullest
supportof themedia.Anchorshavemade
theirloyaltytothegovernmentmorethan
clearbyravingonabouthowwrongitisto
allow‘anarchists’tochallengethemightof
the Indianstate.
My fervent hope is that if there is a

crackdown it will not include the casual
brutalitythatweusuallysee insuchsitu-
ations.Myferventhopeis thatsomehow
away is found to persuade the farmers
that they havewon their battle and can
nowgohomeinvictory. Iamnotgivento
fervently hoping for anything in this col-
umn but this time I do sincerely, for the
reasonthat thethoughtofPunjabsliding
back into another periodof violence and
chaos is tooawful to thinkabout. It could
happen because this is exactlywhat the
jihadistmilitarymennextdooraretrying
to achieve. They haveworked hard and
long to stir up secession through shady
SikhorganisationsinnorthAmericawho
couldnotwinanelectioninPunjabif they
tried.Whattheycando, though, isdesta-
biliseIndiaatatimewhenthereisalready
enoughtrouble inanother (former) state
onournorthernborders.
There isnoquestionthat it isPakistan

thathasencouragedviolence inKashmir
andPunjab.But, there isalsonoquestion
that thedoorhasbeenopened for this to
happenbybadpoliciesmadeinDelhi.The
PrimeMinistermustdesist frommaking
the repeal of his farm laws a prestige is-
suebecausesincelastweektherearesigns
that theproblemIndia faces ismuchbig-
ger and infinitelymore dangerous than
angry farmers.

Settle with
the farmers,
please

Why Rajini is no MGR,
and other starry stories

history
HEADLINE
ARUNJANARDHANAN
j.arun@expressindia.com

She
SAID
SHRUTHI
RAMAKRISHNAN
shruthiramakrishnan0@gmail.com

OnDecember29,Tamil superstarRajinikanthannouncedthathewouldnot
enterpoliticsowingtohis illhealth. File

The common
thread is that unlike
other parts of the
country, cine stars
entering politics in
Tamil Nadu have
failed to click
without a solid
grounding in
political ideology
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Crude Watch
USCRUDE SETTLES LOWER
New York: US oil prices settled slightly lower after trading in a tight
range, as investors worried about the lingering pandemic and slow
vaccine rollouts. Brent crude settled up 36 cents, or 0.6 per cent a barrel,
at $55.88. US WTI crude futures fell 0.3 per cent to $52.20.REUTERS

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,JANUARY30

INDUCTIONOF44newaircraftby
India’slargestairlineIndiGo—the
highestdeliveredtoanysingleair-
line by French manufacturer
Airbusin2020acrosstheglobe—
andathree-foldincreaseinnum-
berofdedicatedairfreightersto20
ensuredthatIndia’sfleetstrength
numberbuckedthetrendofavia-
tionindustry’spoorperformance
inayearmarkedbytheCovid-19
pandemic.Asperinformationpro-
vided intheEconomicSurveyfor
2021-22,tabledbeforeParliament
onFriday,thetotalfleetstrengthof
Indiancarriersincreasedto713as
ofNovember2020, compared to
669asofMarch2020.
Thiswasinvariationwithmost

major indicators suchaspassen-
gertraffic,cargotonnage,deployed
capacity and airline revenues,

which buttressed the fact that
2020was theworst year for the
aviationsectorinhistory.
Airframemaker Airbus said

thatitdelivered57aircraftin2020
to Indian carriers, of which 44
weretoIndiGo.Inadditiontothis,
IndiGoalso inductedATR turbo-
propplanes.“Wearehonouredto
havedelivered57aircraft to our
customersinIndiain2020,which
wasa littleover10per centof all

Airbuscommercial aircraftdeliv-
eriesfortheyear...Thisshowsthe
intrinsicstrengthandresilienceof
the Indian commercial aviation
sector. It also demonstratedour
ability to adapt quickly ...we re-
maincautiouslyoptimistic aswe
begin2021, althoughchallenges
anduncertainties remainhigh,”
RemiMaillard, president&MD,
AirbusIndia&SouthAsiatoldThe
SundayExpress.Theremainingair-

craft byAirbusweredelivered to
airlinessuchasVistaraandGoAir.
Globally,Airbusdelivered566

aircraftin2020,downfrom863in
2019.Vistara also tookdeliveries
of twoBoeing787wide-bodied
planesfromtheAmericanplane-
makerduringtheyear—thefirstof
whichwasdelivered inFebruary.
In addition topassenger aircraft,
airlines suchasSpiceJet alsocon-
tinuedtoexpandtheircargofleets
given thedisproportionate fall in
capacitywhencomparedwiththe
fall indemandforaircargotrans-
port. InAugust2020, SpiceJet in-
ductedtheAirbusA340aircraftits
firstwide-bodied cargo aircraft.
Withthisinduction,SpiceJet’sded-
icatedfreighterfleethadnineair-
craftcomprisingfiveBoeing737s,
threeBombardierQ-400sandone
AirbusA340. Between then and
December, the airline inducted
eightmorefreighterplanes.Itcon-
tinuedtotakeinmoreplaneswell

intothenewyearandaddedtwo
morewide-bodied freighters—
Boeing767andAirbusA330—to
itsfleetinJanuary.Aftertheinduc-
tionsofthesetwoplanes,thecom-
pany’s total cargo fleet size in-
creased to 19, including five
wide-bodyaircraft.
Apart fromSpiceJet, logistics

firmBlueDartoperatesafleetofsix
Boeing757wide-bodiedaircraft
in the country.Meanwhile, the
Economic Surveypredicted that
air passenger travel and aircraft
movements would reach pre-
Covid level inearly2021“asa re-
sultofswiftanddecisiveinterven-
tions andeffectivemeasuresput
in place by the government”.
Currently, thesenumbersareop-
erating at around70per cent of
pre-Covid level. Thegovernment
hasimposedarestrictionallowing
airlinestooperateonly80percent
of their scheduled flight capacity
onthedomesticsectors.

STRENGTHRISESTO713ASOFNOV,COMPAREDTO669ASOFMAR:ECOSURVEY

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,JANUARY30

THE DEPARTMENT of
Telecommunications(DoT)on
Thursday reduced thenotice
period for telcos to6months
for rollingoutnewserviceby
usingnewtechnology.Thisno-
ticeperiodwasearlieroneyear
fortelcos.

Whydotelcosneedtogive
noticebefore launching
newservices?
As part of the National

Frequency Allocation Plan
(NFAP),whenever a
newcompanywants
to enter into the
telecommunications
marketoranexisting
telecom company
wants to launch a
new technology, a
noticeperiodof oneyearhad
tobegiven to theDoTso that
the authorities couldmake
arrangements for the spec-
trumrequired. The firstNFAP
releasedin1986,hassincethen
beenrevisedmultiple timeto
suit the growing number of
usersinthecountryaswellas
the demands of the telecom
companies.TheUniongovern-
ment owns all the publicly
availableassetswithinthege-
ographical boundaries of the
country,which also include
airwaves.Withtheexpansion
in the number of cellphone,
wireline telephoneand inter-
netusers, theneedtoprovide
more space for the signals
arisesfromtimetotime.
Thespectrumwaves,how-

ever,arealsousedbyagencies
such as the Indian Space
ResearchOrganisationandde-
fencesystemsforsecurecom-
munication.Somecompanies

alsobuysomespectrumfores-
tablishingsecuredcommuni-
cationbetween their various
locations. TheDoT thusman-
dates that all suchnewtech-
nologies being launched for
commercial purposes give a
noticeperiod.

Howwill thereduced
periodhelp infaster5G
rollout?
Inthenoticeinvitingappli-

cations for the spectrumauc-
tions tobeheld inMarch, the
DoT amended the clause by
cuttingdownthenoticeperiod
to6months fromoneyear.A

total of 2,251.25
MHzof spectrum
across7frequency
bandsat a reserve
price of Rs 3.92
lakhcrorehasbeen
putupforsale.
While in this

auction the government has
putup, onauction, frequency
bands only for 4G services
couldmean that the telecom
companiescouldstartlimited
commercialtestingof5Gserv-
ices on frequencybands that
arebeingauctionedinMarch.
For example, on Thursday,
Bharti Airtel announced the
successfuldemonstrationofits
live5Gserviceoveracommer-
cialnetworkinHyderabad,the
first in India, showcasing the
readinessofitsnetworkforthe
nextlevelofmobiletelephony.
The network has been

rolledoutonause casebasis
on a non-standable basis on
the 1,800 MHz frequency
band. The roll out on a non-
standalonebasismeans that
networkcanfallbackon4Gif
thereare someglitches in the
5Gnetwork.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

TELECOMWATCH
NEW SERVICES

5G roll-out: How cut
in notice period will
smoothen process

Biyani: Amazon
playing dog in
the manger

Need to make efforts to
get rating upgrade in line
with fundamentals: CEA
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,JANUARY30

INDIAWILLhave topersistently
makeefforts for improvement in
its sovereign rating bydifferent
globalagenciesinlinewithitseco-
nomic fundamentals, Chief
Economic Adviser K V
SubramaniansaidonSaturday.
The Economic Survey pre-

sentedinParliamentonFridayex-
pressedconcernover lower sov-
ereignratingassignedbyagencies
like Fitch, S&P andMoody’s to
Indiadespite its strongeconomic
fundamentals.“Wehavemadethe
caseveryveryforcefully(torating

agencies)...Thesechangeshappen
over time. Theydon’thappen in-
stantaneously, but you have to
continuemakingefforts,”he told
PTI inaninterview.
The Survey said sovereign

credit ratingsmethodologymust
beamendedtoreflecteconomies’
abilityandwillingnesstopaytheir
debt obligations, and suggested
thatdevelopingeconomiesmust
cometogethertoaddressthisbias
andsubjectivityinherentinsover-
eigncreditratingsmethodology.
Headded the countrywould

witness revival of ‘animal spirits’
of private enterpriseswith the
economystaginga ‘V-shaped’ 11
percentgrowthinthenextfiscal.

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,JANUARY30

THEDELHIgovernmenthaslifted
therequirementofmandatory7-
day institutional quarantine for
passengers arriving fromtheUK
and testingnegative for Covid19
at the airport. This assumes sig-
nificance as the Delhi govern-
ment had earlier this month
brought inthenowrevokedrule
withoutsufficientnotice—some-
thingwhich caughthundreds of
passengersbysurprise.

Ruleforpassengersarriving
fromtheUKintoDelhi
Earlier thismonth,with the

Centre resuming flights fromthe
UKthatwerebannedonaccount
ofthemutatedCovid19strain,the
Delhi governmenthaddeviated
fromtheUnionHealthMinistry’s
guidelines andmandated each
andeverypassengerarrivingfrom
theUK to undergo institutional
quarantineforsevendaysuponar-
rival.Thiswasasurpriseformore
than200passengersonboardan
AirIndiaflightfromLondontothe
UK, given that thenewrule had
beennotifiedafter the flight took
off fromLondon.Air India, how-
ever, has contested this and said
that passengerswere informed
about the change in rule at the
Londonairport.

Normrelaxed
Inafreshorder,theDelhigov-

ernmenthas said that the situa-
tionhasbeen reviewedandcon-
sidering the lowpositivity rateof
theUKreturnees, it hasbeende-
cidedthattheadditionalmeasure
ofcompulsoryinstitutionalquar-
antineof travellers testingnega-
tivemaynotberequired.

StatuswithUKflights

Lastmonth,theIndiangovern-
menthaddecided to suspendall
flights from theUK—and these
werepartiallyresumedJanuary8
onwards.Thiswasdoneinlightof
thespreadof themutatedcoron-
avirus strain,whichoriginated in
theUK,andspreadtoovertwotwo
dozen countries at the time, in-
cludinginIndia.Afterassessingthe
situationpertaining to thismu-
tated strain, the central govern-
mentdecidedearlierthisweekto
furtherextendtherestrictionson
numberof flights fromtheUKtill
February14.

Passengerguidelines
The travel guidelines forpas-

sengersremainthesameintheex-
tendedrestrictions.Inlinewiththe
guidelines forother international
arrivals, all inboundpassengers
fromtheUKwill have to submit
self-declarationformontheonline
portal(www.newdelhiairport.in)
atleast72hoursbeforethesched-
uled travel.All thepassengersar-
riving from theUKalso need to
carrynegativeRT-PCRtestreport,
forwhich test shouldhavebeen
conductedwithin72hoursprior
toundertakingthejourney.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

REUTERS
NEWYORK,JANUARY30

ITSOUNDSlikethestartofapara-
ble: Investors stuck insideduring
apandemicbegintobidupanas-
setuntilitspricebecomesunteth-
eredtoreality.Thevaluesoarsun-
tilonedaythemarketrunsoutof
buyersandfreezes,causingprices
to plummet and someunlucky
fewtolosefortunesmorethanten
timestheirannualincomesinthe
spanofafewhours.
Thedate:February3,1636.On

thatday,theinfamousDutchtulip
bubbleburstduringanoutbreak
ofthebubonicplague,illustrating
thatassetpricescanplummetjust

asquicklyastheysoar,leavingonly
painbehind.
Now,almostexactly385years

andanotherpandemiclater,Wall

Streetwaitstoseehowlongitwill
takeforhistorytorepeatitself.
Sharesof videogameretailer

GameStopCorphavesoared1,625
percentsincethestartofJanuary.
Drivingtherallyareindividualin-
vestorswhohave been stuck at
homeforthelast10months.
These amateur investors are

buoyedbysavingsbuiltupoverthe
pandemic,tworoundsofstimulus
andnearzero interest rates. “The
reality is thatGameStopdoesn’t
hurtWall Street. Itmight hurt a
coupleofhedgefundmanagersout
there,butnooneisgoingtocryfor
them.Thepeoplewhowillbelos-
ing life savingsaresmall retail in-
vestors,”saidBenInker,headofas-
setallocation,GMO.

New Delhi: Future Group pro-
moterKishoreBiyanihasalleged
thatAmazon is “playing thedog
inthemanger”andtryingtocre-
ateaconfusionaboutthegroup’s
Rs 24,713-crore deal with
RelianceIndustries.
“... Amazon isplaying thedog

inthemanger,goingallouttocre-
atearuckus...Forreasonswenever
believedearlierbutquiteevident
today, thisbattle is aboutowner-
shipoftheIndiancustomeratany
cost,”he said inhis letterwritten
onFriday.Meanwhile,Amazondid
not respond toemailedqueryon
thematter.
BiyanisaidAmazon’spolicyof

“vexatious litigationandharass-
ment” was akin to Greek con-
quererAlexander’sruthlessambi-
tiontoscorchtheearth.
Biyani said the FutureGroup

wasthetargetofanewformofat-
tackandthata“corporatebattle”is
being fought for supremacyover
Indiancustomers.PTI

Survey purpose
not clear, says
Chidambaram
New Delhi: Congress leader
PChidambaramhassaidthepur-
poseoftheEconomicSurveyisnot
clearasitaidstheself-congratula-
toryconclusionthattheModidis-
pensation implemented “far
sightedpolicy response for eco-
nomicrecovery”.
The former Union Finance

MinistertooktoTwittertosaythat
the “best decision” takenby the
governmentisthedecisionnotto
printtheEconomicSurvey.
“Now, the Surveyhas appar-

ently a different purpose, al-
thoughthepurpose isnotclear,”
hesaidinatweet.
“All this inaidof theself-con-

gratulatory conclusion that gov-
ernment implemented ‘far
sightedpolicy response for eco-
nomicrecovery’,”hesaid.
The government did not

print theEconomicSurvey,pre-
sented in Parliament on Friday,
and only a digital version was
madeavailable.PTI

INTERVIEWWITHPRESIDENT&MD,MGMOTOR INDIA

THOUGHTHEpassengervehicle
segmenthaswitnessedagoodre-
covery over last threemonths,
thereisasensethatforthegrowth
to continue, the economyhas to
grow.RAJEEVCHABA, president
andMD,MGMotor India, told
SANDEEPSINGHthatbesidesroad
infrastructurethatisspeedingata
goodpace,theindustryneedsre-
forms such as rationalisation of
GST and scrappage policy for a
strong growth going forward.
HavingalreadylaunchedanEVin
Indianmarket, he said the com-
pany isworking tobringanother
EV at price point of less than
Rs20lakh.Editedexcerpts:

Whiletheindustryhasseen
growthinthelastquarter,do
youseeitsustaining?
After thepandemicand lock-

downthesituationwasgrim.Un-
lockdownstartedinJune-Julyand,
bySeptember,theindustrystarted
doingfine.ByDecember,enough
people started coming to show-
rooms.Whiledemandroseonac-
countof preference forpersonal
mobility and pent-up demand,
these factorscanonlysustainde-
mandfor thisquarter (January to
March).Afterthat,ithastobemore
thanfeelgoodandindividualfac-
torsandhastoalignwiththeecon-
omy.So, inmediumtolongrunit
will dependoneconomy.Weall
hope that the Budgetwould be
goodand the real factorswould
comeintoplayfortheeconomy.

WhatisyourplanonEVs?
Electric vehicle is a strategic

playforusandgovernmentisalso
pushing it. EV was our second
product in India.Wearenotonly
workingon theproduct sidebut
on theoverall ecosystem.Weare
workingwith students, startup
worldandinstitutionsthatarepi-
oneering innovation. We are
workingwithenablers toget the
gamegoingontechnologyside.
Youwillhearmorenewsinfu-

ture on battery technology in
termsofmileage, consistencyof
mileage,rangeof500kmandwe
are hopeful thatwewill launch
thatin18months.Wearealsoex-
ploringifwecandoacarthatisun-
derRs20lakh.Wearethinkingof
asecondEVintwoyearstimeand

also talking of battery assembly
andhaving serious engagement
withcertainplayers todo that in
India.Wearealsocollaboratingon
chargers, endof lifecycle-battery
disposal system, batterymining
system(canwehavesecondlifeof
thebattery),amongothers.

Thereisabordersituationwith
Chinaanditdoesplayon
people’smind.Howhasitbeen
achallengeforyou?
In general, politics is some-

thingelse.Governmentcomesout
withrightpoliciesforthecountry
and for sectorswhere theywant
investmentordon’twant invest-
ment.So,thatwewillleaveittothe
governmentandcomplywithall
governmentguidelines.As far as
consumersareconcerned,Ithink
thatnormallyconsumersdon’tgo
byoriginofthecountryconsider-
ation. For themthewhole value
propositionhas to be good.Our
brandpillarswhichholdusingood
shapeare—technology,customer
experienceandcommunitydiver-
sity.Therewouldalwaysbesome
customerswhowould not buy
product of a certain countrybe-
causeof theirbeliefsorbiases, or
experiences be it China, Japan,
Germany or America.Whatwe
needtoensureisthatourproduct
remainsrelevanttoconsumers.

Doesthisbordersituation
crossyoursponsorsmindin
holdingbackplansforIndia?
Overall,obviously,ifthereisno

change...Wedon’tknowaboutthe
futurebecauseitalldependsupon

the situation. But, as of now, our
carsaredoingwellandwearere-
ceivinggoodresponse fromcon-
sumersandweareabletoselland
areexpanding.Idon’tknowabout
thefuture,howitwillshapeupbut
weareexpandingourcapacityto
upto1lakhcars.

Overlastfiveyears,wehave
seenadeclineinpaceof
industrygrowth.Whatarethe
biggestfactorsimpactingit?
Even pre-Covid, 2-3 factors

limited the growth auto sector.
Automotivesalesgrowthislinked
clearly to thecountry’s economy.
OurGDPgrowthhasbeenpretty
averageandanaemicandthathas
beenonereason.Secondisthatthe
cost of buyingkept goingupbe-
causeof various regulations, fea-
tures andalsobecauseof cost of
operationsasgasolinepricesrose.
Thethirdfactor,Iwouldsayisthat
thebig cities likeMumbai,Delhi
were not growing at samepace
because of sharedmobility and
consumptionpeakedandstarted
todecline. Thesewere somerea-
sonsthatlimitedthegrowthofau-
tomotive.Idon’texpectspectacu-
lar growth unless there are big
reformssuchasrationalisationof
GSTandscrappagepolicy,which
isamust.Thethirdis theroadin-
frastructure,whichisspeedingat
agoodpace.Theseallcouldleadto
spectaculargrowth.

Youoperateinasegmentthat
hasbeendoingwell—SUVs.
Whatarethelocalisationlevels
youhaveachieved?
WehavethreeSUVsandthey

haveallbeendoingwell.Now,we
plantolaunchourfourthproduct
whichwill alsobeanSUV.ForEV
and theGloster, thevolumesare
small, but forHector,which is a
volumeplayer,weareat70-80per
centdependingonmodel range.
Weintendtoraise localisationby
another 8-10 per cent over the
next18monthsandweare look-
ingatinvestingmoremoneyinlo-
calisationefforts.
Wehave already committed

Rs3,000 crore and, this year,we
shouldbedoinganotherRs1,500
crorefornewproduct,enhancing
capacity in theplantandonven-
dorlocalisation.

‘GST rationalisation,
scrappage policy a must
for spectacular growth’

BRIEFLY
NewSBICard
MD&CEO
New Delhi: SBI Cards and
PaymentServices(SBICard)
on Saturday said Rama
Mohan Rao Amara has
takenchargeasthenewMD
&CEOofthecompany.

TVSgroup
firmstomerge
New Delhi: TVS Motor
CompanyonSaturday said
the boards of TVSHolding
Companies and TVS
Investments andHoldings
haveapprovedacomposite
scheme of amalgamation
andarrangement,whichisto
befiledwithNCLTsoon.PTI

RajeevChaba

GameStopCorphassoared
1,625%sinceJanuary.Reutersfile

GameStop ‘tulip’ may be a
case for investor caution

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY30

PRIVATESECTORlenderICICIBank
hasreporteda19percentyear-on-
year rise innetprofit at Rs4,940
crore in the quarter ended
December, compared toRs4,146
croreintheyear-agoperiod.
The bank’s asset quality im-

proved,withgrossnon-perform-
ingassetsdecliningto4.38percent
inthelatestquarterfrom5.95per
centlastyear.Thebankheldaggre-
gateCovid-19-relatedprovisionof
Rs9,984crore, including contin-
gency provision for proforma
NPAsamountingtoRs3,509crore
forloansnotclassifiedasnon-per-
forming in the wake of the
SupremeCourt’sinterimorder.
Thebanksaidtheassetquality

indicatorsareseeinganimprove-
ment.Accordingtothebank,loans
worth Rs 8,280 crorewere not
classified as NPA, owing to the
Supreme Court order. This in-
cludedretailloansworthRs7,521
croreandRs759-croreworthcor-
porateandsmallbusinessloans.
The bank said total deposits

grewby22percentyear-on-year
to Rs 874,348 crore,with 19per
cent growth in average current
and savings account (CASA) de-
positsinQ3of2021.

Growing airline fleet in India
bucks Covid distress trend

9.4%Growthincredit
toagriculture

andalliedactivities inthereporting
monthfrom5.3percent in
December2019,thedataon
sectoraldeploymentofbankcredit
forDecember2020,releasedby
RBI showed

1.2% contractionin
loanstoindustry,

comparedto1.6percentgrowth,
mainlyduetocontractionincredit
to largeindustriesby2.4percent
ascomparedwith1.8percent
growthayearago

9.5%Decelerated
growthin

personal loansinthereporting
monthascomparedwith15.9per
centgrowthinDecember2019

Vehicle loanscontinuedto
performwell registeringan
acceleratedgrowthof7.8percent
inDecember2020ascomparedto
7.2percentayearago

RBI: Non-food bank credit
grows at 5.9% inDecember

Under pressure: Credit growth to rubber plastic and their products, cement and cement
products, all engineering, beverages and tobacco, infrastructure, basic metal and metal
products and construction decelerated/contracted

Source:
RBI/PTI

`

Non-food credit growth of banks stood at 5.9 per cent in
December 2020, compared to 7 per cent in the samemonth
of the previous year, Reserve Bank of India data showed

15.3%Growthin
creditto

mediumindustries,comparedto
2.5percentayearago

1.2%Growthincreditto
microandsmall

industries inthereportingmonth
ascomparedto0.1%ayearago

Loansworth`8,280cr
werenotclassifiedas
NPA,owingtothe
SupremeCourtorder,
accordingtothebank

Q3: ICICI Bank
net rises 19%, asset
quality improves

Delhi shifts stance,
tweaks quarantine
rules for UK flyers

Sample forCovidtestbeing
collectedat IndiraGandhi
InternationalAirport. File

Afleetof airplanesat the IGIairport inNewDelhi. Express file
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MEANWHILE

COACHELLAMUSICFESTCANCELLEDAGAIN
The Coachella music festival, one of the largest music festivals in the world, was
cancelled by local health officials in southern California, where it was due to be
held in April 2021, because of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. It was the third
time the outdoor event had been cancelled or postponed because of the pandemic.

BRITAIN

Manchargedover
packagesentto
AstraZeneca
vaccineplant
AMANhasbeencharged
afterasuspiciouspackage
was sent to a factory in
Wales that produces
AstraZeneca’s Covid-19
vaccine resulting in a
temporarysuspensionof
manufacturing, British
police said on Saturday.
TheWockhardt plant in
Wrexham provides so-
called fill-and-finish ca-
pacity for AstraZeneca’s
British supply chain,
which is the finalmanu-
facturing step of putting
vaccines into vials or sy-
ringes and packaging
them. Police said
Anthony Collins, 53, was
chargedwithdispatching
thepackageinthepost. It
was“notaviabledevice”,
police said. REUTERS

TheWockhardtplant
inWrexham.Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

IRAN

Tehranrejects
newparticipants
tonucleardeal
IRAN’S FOREIGNministry
rejectedanynewnegotia-
tionsorchangestothepar-
ticipants of Tehran’s nu-
clear deal with world
powers, after French
President Emmanuel
Macron said new talks
should include Saudi
Arabia.“Thenuclearaccord
is amultilateral interna-
tional agreement ratified
by UN Security Council
Resolution2231,which is
non-negotiableandparties
to it are clear and un-
changeable,” Iran Foreign
Ministrysaid. REUTERS

USA

11soldiers
hospitalisedafter
drinkingantifreeze
ELEVENSOLDIERS at Fort
Bliss in Texas remained
hospitalisedonFriday,one
day after they drank an-
tifreeze,believingitwasal-
cohol, duringa field train-
ing exercise, military
officialssaid.Initiallabtests
showed the soldierswere
experiencingethylenegly-
colpoisoningafter ingest-
ingtheantifreezeonthefi-
naldayofa10-daytraining
exercise,Lt.Col.AlliePayne,
a spokeswoman for the
First ArmoredDivision at
Fort Bliss, said at a news
conference.ColonelPayne
declined to discuss the
episode in detail, saying
itremainedunderinvesti-
gation by US Army
Criminal Investigation
Command. NYT

‘WE NEED THIS CATALYST, NOW’

As protests grip Russia, Putin critics of many stripes rally around Navalny
ANTONTROIANOVSKI
MOSCOW,JANUARY30

ALEKSANDR PASECHNIK, a so-
cialist,seesthejailedopposition
leaderAlekseiNavalnyaspartof
the “liberal intelligentsia”.
Mikhail Svetov, Russia’s best-
known libertarian, recoils from
Navalny’s economic populism.
Olga Nikiforova, a monarchist,
long refused to believe that
Navalnywaspoisoned.
Yetdespitetheirmisgivings,all

three risked arrest to join the
protests thatsweptacrossRussia
lastweekendcallingforNavalny’s
release—andwere considering
doingsoagainonSunday.

“Entering a phase of intense
crisis is a lesser evil than this
slow degradation of the coun-
try,” Pasechnik, 42, said. “We
needthis catalyst,now.”
Opposition to President

VladimirPutinhascomeinmany
hues—fromStalinistswhodream
ofresurrectingtheplannedecon-
omy, tonationalistswhowant to
restrictmigrationandannexmore
ofUkraine,toliberalswholongfor
democracyandclosertieswiththe
West.Rarelyhavethesedisparate
groupscometogetherastheyhave
inthelastweekaroundNavalny—
becausethemomenthasarrived,
more and more Russians say,
when they can no longer abide
passiveacceptanceofPutin.

“Navalnyhas,forthefirsttime,
sparkedaRussianprotestmove-
mentagainstthePresident,”said
KonstantinGaaze,asociologistat

theMoscowSchoolforSocialand
EconomicSciences.“Itisahistoric
momentforthecountry.”
Putinisinpositiontorideout

theprotests,ashehasinthepast,
usingasprawlingsecurityappa-
ratus adept at stiflingdiscontent
whileavoidinglarge-scalerepres-
sion that could inflamepassions
further.Evenmanyoftheprotest-
ersthemselvessaiditwouldtake
farbiggercrowdstopersuadethe
Kremlintochangecourse.
Still,thelatestflashofdiscon-

tent is notable because it unites
rightandleft,oldandyoung;and
the protesters, rather than
vaguely targeting government
officials,areunabashedlyattack-
ingPutinhimself.
ThatmeansPutinfacesanun-

usuallyvolatilemoment—asev-
idenced by the extraordinary
spectaclerecentlyofthePresident

personallydenyingNavalny’sac-
cusationthathehadbuilthimself
asecretpalaceontheBlackSea.
Putin’susuallyatomisedcrit-

ics have come together around
the figureofNavalny,44,not for
his political views but because
heisperceivedasasymbolofthe
main source of the anger that
many Russians feel toward the
Kremlin: injustice.
Vladimir Milov, a former

deputyenergyministerandnow
an adviser to Navalny, said the
oppositionleader’steamdidnot
view ideology as an important
factor inmobilisingprotesters.
“The vastmajority of people

whocomeoutarenotpartisansof
anyideologyorhavespecificviews

— they justwant change in the
country,”Milovsaid.
Navalnymade a name as an

anticorruptionbloggerintheearly
2000s,butalsoengagedinnation-
alistpolitics,turningoffmanylib-
erals.Three-quartersoftheview-
ersofhis“NavalnyLive”YouTube
channelweremen, its director,
LyubovSobol, told TheNewYork
Times lastMay. Sobol attributed
that phenomenon toNavalny’s
brusque,radicalstyle.
Yetlastweekend,about45per

centof thoseatNavalny’s rally in
Moscowwerewomen,and42per
centsaidtheyhadneverprotested
before this year, according to a
group of sociologists who sur-
veyedthecrowd. NYT

“Enteringaphaseof intensecrisis isa lesserevil thanthis
slowdegradationof thecountry,”saidAleksandrPasechnik,
asocialist.NYT

DAVIDSHEPARDSON
WASHINGTON,JANUARY30

THE US Centers for Disease
ControlandPrevention(CDC)is-
suedasweepingorderlateFriday
requiringtheuseoffacemaskson
nearly all forms of public trans-
portation as the country contin-
ues to report thousands of daily
Covid-19deaths.
Theorder,whichtakeseffect

onMonday,requiresfacemasks
to be worn by all travellers on
airplanes, ships, trains, sub-
ways, buses, taxis, and ride-
shares and at transportation
hubs like airports, bus or ferry
terminals, trainandsubwaysta-
tions and seaports.
US President Joe Biden on

January21orderedgovernment
agenciesto“immediatelytakeac-
tion”torequiremasksinairports
andoncommercialaircraft,trains
andpublicmaritimevessels, in-
cludingferries,intercitybusserv-
icesandallpublictransportation.
Under Donald Trump, who

waspresidentuntil Jan20,aCDC
pushtomandatemasks intran-
sit was blocked and the agency
instead only issued strong rec-
ommendations for mask use.
Trump also rejected efforts by
Congress tomandatemaskuse.
“Requiring masks on our

transportationsystemswillpro-
tectAmericansandprovidecon-

fidence thatwe can once again
travel safely even during this
pandemic,” said the11-pageor-
der signed byMarty Cetron, di-
rectorforCDC’sDivisionofGlobal
MigrationandQuarantine.
TheCDCsaidpeopleviolating

the order could potentially face
criminalpenaltiesbutsuggested
civil penalties would bemore

likelyifneeded.Theorderwillbe
enforced by the Transportation
SecurityAdministrationandfed-
eral, stateandlocalagencies.
The order says passengers

mustwear amask in transit ex-
cept for brief periods, suchas to
eat, drink or take medication.
Masksmay be eithermanufac-
turedorhomemade. REUTERS

APOORVAMANDAVILLI
JANUARY30

THEWORLDHealthOrganisation
on Friday changed its guidance
forpregnantwomenconsidering
a Covid-19 vaccine, abandoning
opposition to immunisation for
most expectantmothers unless
theywereathighrisk.
Thechange followedanout-

crytotheWHO’spreviousstance,
which stated that the organisa-
tion did “not recommend the
vaccinationofpregnantwomen”
withthevaccinesmadebyPfizer-
BioNTechandModerna.
Severalexpertshadexpressed

disappointmentonThursdaywith

theWHO’searlierposition.Theex-
perts noted that itwas inconsis-
tentwithguidanceonthesameis-
sue from the US Centers for
DiseaseControl andPrevention,
and would confuse pregnant
womenlookingforclearadvice.
ThevaccinesmadebyPfizer-

BioNTech andModerna, while
they have not been tested in
pregnant women, have not
shownanyharmfuleffectsinan-
imalstudies.Andthetechnology
used inthevaccines isgenerally
knowntobesafe, experts said.
TheWHO’snewphrasingre-

flects this information:
“Based on what we know

about this kind of vaccine, we
don’thaveanyspecificreasonto

believe there will be specific
risks that would outweigh the
benefitsof vaccinationforpreg-
nantwomen.” The recommen-
dation is now closely aligned
with theCDC’s stance.
Expertspraised the shift.
“Iwasverypleasedtoseethat

WHOchangedtheirguidancere-
gardingofferingtheCovid-19vac-
cinetopregnantwomen,”saidDr
Denise Jamieson, anobstetrician
atEmoryUniversityandamem-
beroftheCovidexpertgroupwith
theAmericanCollegeofObstetrics
andGynecology. Theassociation
was among themanyhealthor-
ganisations thathadurgedPfizer
andModernatospeedupvaccine
testsinpregnantwomen. NYT

REUTERS
DUBAI, JANUARY30

THEUNITEDArabEmirateshas
adopted amendments that
would allow the Gulf state to
grant citizenship to investors
andotherprofessionals includ-
ingscientists,doctorsandtheir
families, the government said
on Saturday.
“The UAE cabinet, local

Emiri courts and executive
councilswillnominatethoseel-
igible for the citizenship under
clear criteria set for each cate-
gory,” Dubai’s ruler and UAE
Vice President Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoumsaid inatwitterpost.
“The law allows receivers of

the UAE passport to keep their
existing citizenship,” Sheikh
Mohammedadded.
It was unclear if new pass-

portholderswouldbenefitfrom

the public welfare system. The
UAE spends billions of dollars
each year on free education,
healthcare, housing loans and
grants for its estimated 1.4mil-
lioncitizens.
Foreigners in the UAE usu-

ally have renewable visas valid
for only a fewyears tied to em-
ployment. The government in
recent hasmade its visa policy
more flexible, offering longer
residencies for certain types
of investors, students and
professionals.
Lastyear,thegovernmentex-

tendedits“golden”visasystem-
which grants 10-year residency
in theGulf state - tocertainpro-
fessionals, specialised degree-
holdersandothers.
Anoil andgasproducer, the

UAE’seconomyhasbeenhitby
the coronavirus pandemic and
low oil prices, prompting tens
of thousands of expatriates
to leave.

LALITKJHA&
SAJJADHUSSAIN
WASHINGTON, ISLAMABAD,
JANUARY30

US SECRETARY of State Antony
Blinken has spoken over the
phone with Pakistan Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshianddiscussedtheneed
foraccountabilityinthemurder
of American journalist Daniel
Pearl, according to the US State
Department.
Pearl, the 38-year-old South

AsiabureauchiefforTheWallStreet
Journal, was abducted and be-
headedwhilehewas inPakistan
investigatingastoryin2002onthe
linksbetweenthecountry’spow-
erfulspyagencyISIandal-Qaeda.
State Department

SpokespersonNedPricesaidon
Friday that Blinken reinforced
America’sconcernoverPakistan
Supreme Court’s ruling acquit-
tingPearl’skillers.
“Blinken and Qureshi dis-

cussedhowtoensureaccounta-
bility for convicted terrorist
AhmedOmar Saeed Sheikh and
othersresponsibleforthekidnap-
ping andmurder of American
journalistDanielPearl,”Pricesaid
inareadoutof thecall.
In addition, Blinken and

Qureshi discussed the impor-

tance of continuedUS-Pakistan
cooperationontheAfghanpeace
process,supportforregionalsta-
bility, and the potential to ex-
pandour tradeandcommercial
ties, Price said.
The Pakistan Foreign Office

said ina statement that the two
leadersdiscussed“recentdevel-
opments in the Daniel Pearl
case”andQureshi“underscored
that itwas importantand in the
mutual interest that justice is
served through legalmeans”.
Qureshi congratulated

Secretary Blinken on assuming
his office, underscoring
Pakistan's commitment to forg-
ing a comprehensive partner-
ship with the United States
basedontheconvergenceof in-
terests on a whole range of is-
sues, it said. PTI

REUTERS
YANGON, JANUARY30

MYANMAR’SMILITARY said on
Saturday it would protect and
abidebytheconstitutionandact
according to law, a move that
could allay concerns that the
armed forcesmight attempt to
seizepower.
Thestatementcomesadayaf-

terUNSecretary-GeneralAntonio
GuterresandWesternembassies
inMyanmar expressed serious
concernsabout thepossibilityof
armyinterventioninMyanmar,a
country ruledby themilitary for
49yearsaftera1962coup.
Themilitary, known as the

Tatmadaw, said recent remarks

by its commander-in-chief,
SeniorGeneralMinAungHlaing,
about abolishing the constitu-
tionhadbeenmisinterpreted.
“TheTatmadawisprotecting

the 2008 constitution andwill
actaccordingtothe law,” it said.
“Someorganisationsandmedia
assumed what they want and
wroteasTatmadawwill abolish
theconstitution.”
Aung San Suu Kyi’s ruling

National League forDemocracy
Party (NLD), which won
November’selectioninalandslide,
calledthestatementa“suitableex-
planation”.NLDspokesmanMyo
Nyunt told Reuters the party
wanted themilitary tobe anor-
ganisation“that accepts thepeo-
ple’sdesireregardingtheelection”.

TALIARBEL
JANUARY30

AWESTVirginianewspublisher
hasfiledanantitrustsuitagainst
Google and Facebook, who to-
getherreceiveroughlyhalfofall
digital ad dollars in the US and
arefacingantitrustchargesfrom
federal andstateauthorities.
The company, HD Media,

ownsseveralpapersinthestate,
includingtheHerald-Dispatch in
Huntington and the Charleston
Gazette-Mail.
HDMedia claimsGooglehas

so monopolised the online ad
market that “it threatens theex-
tinctionoflocalnewspapersacross
thecountry”.Thesuitalsoalleges

that Google and Facebook con-
spiredtofurthertheirdominance
withasecretagreement,referring
toasuitfiledby10Republicanat-
torneysgeneralinDecember.
Thecompanydoesnotspec-

ify the impact on its business of
the behavior of Facebook and
Googlebeyondsayingthatithas
hurt its ability to “effectively
monetise its content” because
Google isenabledtotakeanun-
competitive share of the news
publisher’s ad revenues.
It’s the firstantitrust lawsuit

againsta techplatformfocused
onnewspublishing, saidDavid

Chavern, head of the news
trade group News Media
Alliance.Hesaid thegroupwas
not involved in the suit.
HDMediafiledinfederalcourt

inWestVirginia and asked for a
jury trial. It asked forunspecified
damagesand that the court stop
GoogleandFacebookfromtheun-
competitiveconductitisalleging.
Federal and state antitrust

authorities have sued both
Google and Facebook in recent
months. The Justice
DepartmentallegesthatGoogle
abuses its dominance in online
search andadvertising. AP

HDMEDIASAYSGOOGLE ‘THREATENSTHEEXTINCTIONOFLOCALNEWSPAPERS’ INU.S.

CDCorderssweeping
UStransportationmask
mandateasCovid rages
Facecovermustonplanes, trains,buses, taxisfromMonday

Theordersayspassengersmustwearamaskintransitexcept
forbriefperiods,suchastoeat,drinkortakemedication.Reuters

Fauci saysvaccinemakers
willhavetobe ‘nimble tobe
able toadjust readily’ to
virusmutations

Fauci: S Africa
virus variant’s
resilience a
‘wake-up call

THENEWYORKTIMES
JANUARY30

DR ANTHONY Fauci warned
Friday thatnewclinical trial re-
sults from Johnson & Johnson,
showing that its vaccine is less
effectiveagainstahighly infec-
tiousvariantof thecoronavirus
circulating in South Africa,
were a “wake-up call”.
He said the virus will con-

tinue to mutate, and vaccine
manufacturers will have to be
“nimble to be able to adjust
readily” to reformulating the
vaccines if needed.
Fauci’swarning,attheWhite

House briefing on the virus,
comesamid increasingconcern
about new andmore infectious
variants of the virus that are
emerging overseas and turning
up in theUS.
Dr Rochelle Walensky, the

new director of the Centers for
DiseaseControlandPrevention,
whowas also at thebriefing, is-
suedapleatoAmericanstocon-
tinuewearingmasks and prac-
tice social distancing, and to
avoid travel.

AmunicipalworkerdisinfectsEleftheriasquare inNicosia,Cyprus,onSaturday.Asteady
decrease innewcoronavirus infections threeweeks intoCyprus'nationwide lockdownis
allowingfor thestartof thegradual, targeted liftingof closuresandrestrictions, the
country'shealthministersaid lastweek.Reuters

WHO drops its opposition to
vaccinating pregnant women

TheUAE’seconomyhasbeenhitbythecoronavirus
pandemicandlowoilprices,promptingtensof thousandsof
expatriates to leave.Reuters

UAE adopts amendments
to grant citizenship to
investors, professionals

Blinken dials Pak foreign minister,
urges accountability in Pearl case

DanielPearl
waskilled
whilehewas
inPakistan
in2002

Myanmar’s military
allays coup fears, says it
will protect constitution

4-yr-old Sikh girl
becomes one of
youngest in UK
to get into Mensa

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JANUARY30

A FOUR-YEAR-OLD British Sikh
girl has become one of the
youngest in the UK to be ac-
cepted intotheeliteMensaclub
for people with a high intelli-
gencequotient (IQ).
DayaalKaur,who liveswith

her family inBirmingham,had
displayedexceptional learning
abilities. She expressed an en-
thusiasm to appear for the
Mensa test, conducted online
from home due to the coron-
avirus lockdown,andachieved
an IQ score of 145, which puts
her in the top one per cent of
the UK's population in the
“very gifted or highly ad-
vanced” category.
“We are delighted to wel-

come Dayaal to Mensa, where
she joins a communityof about
2,000 junior and teen mem-
bers,” said John Stevenage,
BritishMensa’s chief executive.
“Her family canmakeuse of

thesupportiveparents’network
thathasdevelopedandwehope
that as she grows up, Dayaal
makesmanylifelongfriendsand
experiences some of themany
learning and network opportu-
nitiesthatMensaoffers,”hesaid.
Dayaal, whose dream for

now is to become an astronaut
and also to have a stable full of
horses, took the test just before
her fourth birthday in October
last year. PTI

Govtbacking for airlines’ rules

MOSTAIRLINES al-
ready require passen-
gers towearmasks.
But a number of
travellers in theUS
have relentlessly refused to
wear face coverings, leading
to conflictwith flight crew.

The neworder by
the CDC is expected
tomake it easier
for airlines to enforce
the requirement to

wearmasks, because a re-
fusal to complywould be a
federal offence.

West Virginia newspaper publisher sues Google, FB

Federalantitrustauthorities
havesuedbothGoogleand
Facebookinrecentmonths
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No. F.55(1537)/Exam/DSSSB/2020/2343 Dated 22.01.21
PUBLIC NOTICE FOR CONDUCTING DRIVING SKILL TEST

OF DIFFERENT POST CODES
All the Candidates who are shortlisted in Written Examination for the
following Post Codes are hereby informed that their Skill Test will be
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1 154/14, Staff Car Driver, Delhi
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IDTR, Adjoining
Loni Road
Flyover, Main
Wazirabad
Road,
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15.02.2021
16.02.2021
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2 73/12, Driver (Male) (LMV),
Department of NCC

17.02.2021
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16.02.2021

6 155/14, Driver, College of Arts 17.02.2021
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Directorate of Higher
Education

17.02.2021
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CHHATTISGARH

Govtseekslist
ofRamtemple
donationtakers
Raipur:Aftercomplaintsof
fraudulent transactions
surfaced in the name of
Ram temple, the
Chhattisgarhgovernment
haswrittentotheShriram
Janmabhoomi Tirth
KshetraTrusttolistoutthe
authorised personnel to
whom funds can be do-
nated. Chief secretary
AmitabhJainwrotetothe
general secretary of the
Trust, alerting himabout
anincidentintheBilaspur
district. “Someanti-social
elementsthroughindivid-
ual, group and trust have
beencollectingmoneyby
getting fake receipts
printed,”thelettersenton
January28read.“Withthe
disclosure of the autho-
rised list, themoney do-
natedbypublicwouldac-
tuallygotowardsbuilding
the RamMandir and the
fraudulentactivitiesnotbe
repeated,”theletterread.

ENS

JAMMU&KASHMIR

Twomilitants
surrenderafter
gunfight:cops
Srinagar: Twomilitants
surrendered to security
forces after an exchange
of fire on Friday evening
in Pulwama district, the
Jammu andKashmir po-
licesaidSaturday,adding
that one of themwas in-
juredandisbeingtreated.
Police said Akeel Ahmad
Lone and Rouf Ahmad
were affiliated to the
HizbulMujahideen.They
saidAkeelwas injured in
the “initial exchange of
fire” andwas shifted to a
hospitalfortreatmentaf-
ter his surrender. The
gunfightbrokeoutaftera
joint team of the J&K
Police,Armyandparamil-
itary forces cordoned off
Lelharvillage. ENS

UTTARPRADESH

Over1,000new
Gangaaarti
sitesplanned
Lucknow: In its bid to de-
velop villages along the
river Ganga as tourist
spots and make people
awareaboutthecleaning
of the river, the Uttar
Pradesh government is
planning to build over
1,000 platforms in as
many villages for daily
Aarti,alongwithrenovat-
ingtemplesandreligious
placeshere.According to
information provided by
thegovernment,atotalof
1,038villagesfromBijnor
districtinwesttoBalliain
easthavebeenchosenfor
the project, and daily
Aartiwouldbeconducted
with the help of public
participation. ENS

BRIEFLY

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY30

CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjeehasbeenconcentrating
more on the daily activities of
TrinamoolCongress(TMC)lead-
ers and the party’s campaign
over thepastmonth, TMC lead-
ersintheknowsaidonSaturday.
Sources said thatwhile ear-

lier the chief minister concen-
tratedongovernmentworkand
regularadministrativemeetings,
agroupof senior leaders looked
after the party’s daily activities.
At present, Banerjee is looking
into the smallest details of the
party’sgrassroots campaign.
“So far, her concentration

was on providing good gover-
nance to the people of Bengal.
She gave more time as a chief
minister. But in thepastmonth,
thingshavechanged.Now,sheis
spending more time on the
party. She is not only infusing
confidence in the rank and file,
but is also personally looking
into grassroots-level politics in
the districts,” said a senior TMC
leaderclose toBanerjee.

Theshiftinfocushascomeat
atimetheBJPistryingtogetsev-
eralCabinetministersandMLAs
over to its side.While the TMC
chairperson has said that those
seekingtoleavethepartyshould
do so immediately, she is also
personally lookingintothegen-
uine grievances of a section of
the leadership. “Not only that
sheislisteningtogrievancesper-
sonallybutalsopreparinganal-
ternative to leaders andMLAs
who have left or are suspected
would leave soon. She has al-
readyputinplaceanalternative
list of leaders, ones better com-
pared to thosewho have left or
will leave. Some of the MLAs
whohaveleftwouldnothavegot
tickets fromtheTMCthis time,”
saidaTMCleader.
Sincelastweek,Banerjeehas

started chairing closed-door
meetings with party leaders
from each district. She has also

heldmeetingswithsenior lead-
ers. On Friday, she chaired a
meeting with MPs, MLAs and
leaders at her home in Kalighat
in south Kolkata. Sources in the
TMC said that such meetings
wouldnowbeheld regularly.
“She is planning everything.

Sheiskeepinganeyeonthepub-
lic statementsmade by leaders.
The CM is implementing a ros-
ter for every leader. She has
askedMPsandCabinetministers
to give more time to the cam-
paign. She has asked all leaders
to hit the streets from February
and take on the BJP. She is per-
sonally keeping a tab on all 294
Assembly seats in the state. It is
liketheolddays,”saidaTMCMP
who attended the Kalighat
meeting.
It is learntthatBanerjeeher-

selfhasdecidedtoaddressmore
publicmeetings.Theparliamen-
tarian added, “She is personally
looking into the details of the
campaign —what our leaders
should say to the public, how
theywillreachouttothepeople.
She has also clarified the points
throughwhichwewilltargetthe
BJP.”

Polls coming,Mamata
shifts focus to party

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY30

THE MATUA community on
Saturdayexpresseddismayafter
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
cancelledhispublicmeetingsin
MatuastrongholdsThakurnagar
and Bongaon in North 24
Parganasdistrict.
To placate the community,

BJP national vice-president
MukulRoyandotherpartylead-
ers rushed to Thakurnagar and
promisedthattherevisedsched-
ule of Shah's trip would be an-
nounced in the next 48 hours.
Shah, who was scheduled to
hold public meetings on
Saturday and Sunday, deferred
his visit at the eleventh hour
with the state BJP citing “un-
avoidable circumstances” and
the “situation in Delhi” as rea-
sons.
MatuashadexpectedShahto

cleartheairontheimplementa-
tion of the Citizenship
AmendmentAct (CAA).Matuas
belong to the Scheduled Caste
community and trace their an-
cestry to East Bengal. Many en-
teredWestBengalafterPartition.

Matua leaders claim that they
comprise around 20per cent of
the state population and hold
sway in around 35 to 40
Assemblyseats.
Roy and other BJP leaders

heldtalkswithMatuarepresen-
tatives, including Bongaon BJP
MP Shantanu Thakur, in
Thakurnagar.Whenthemeeting
wason,agroupprotestedtheab-
sence of Shah. Several Matuas
had come to Thakurnagar from
differentpartsof Bengal.
The TMC accused the BJP of

misleadingMatuason the issue
of citizenship. In apress confer-
ence inKolkata, statePanchayat
Minister Subrata Mukherjee
said,“They(Matuas)arealready
citizens of the country. But the
BJPwooed themduring theLok
Sabhapollssayingitwouldgrant
them citizenship. The BJP got
Matua votes and got an MP
elected from that area. But
Matuas have voter cards. The
state government has given
them ration cards. They are al-
readycitizens.Thestategovern-
ment gave them land deeds. If
they are not citizens how could
they get land deeds? The BJP
misled themforvotes.”

Matuas upset with
Shah change of plans

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, JANUARY30

DATA RELEASED by the
UttarakhandForestDepartment
has revealed that 56 per cent of
the human deaths inman-ani-
malconflictsin2020occurredin
the last fourmonths of the year
-- after the free movement of
people resumed following the
easing of curbs due to the pan-
demic-induced lockdown.
As per the records of the

Forest Department, 62 people
died and 286 were injured in
man-animal conflicts in 2020.
Themaximumnumberof casu-
alties–30deathsand85injuries
– were by leopard attacks, fol-
lowedbysnakebites (15deaths
and 53 injuries), elephant at-
tacks (11 deaths and 8 injuries)
andbearattacks (86 injuries).
Wildlifeexpertssaythatdur-

ing the lockdown,wild animals

like leopards, tigers and ele-
phantsexpandedtheir territory
as human movement ceased.
Afterthelockdownendedandas
restrictionswere eased, people
entered these newly expanded
territories and came in contact
withwildlife, resulting inman-
animal conflicts.
Ananalysisofthedatareveals

that35humancasualties(almost
56percent)and146injuries(51
percent)wererecordedbetween
SeptemberandDecember.
According to a forest official,

after the unlock, people started
venturingintotheforestmoreand
moretocollectwoodandfodder,
especiallypreparationforwinter.
This increased the possibility of

conflictwithwildanimals.
“Typically, young leopards

andtigers like to travel longdis-
tances and start exploring new
areas…Whenhumanactivities
stop,wild animals expand their
territories and start using these
areas,”WildlifeInstituteof India
(WII)deanDrYVJhala said.
Another takeaway from the

ForestDepartmentdatawasthat
despitelockdownandrestrictions
forlargepartsoftheyear,2020ac-
tually recordedahighernumber
ofhumancasualtiesasaresultof
man-animalconflictswhencom-
pared to the figures of 2019 (58
deaths)and2018(52deaths).
Head of Forest Force, Rajiv

Bhartari said, “Department is
planningtotrainmembersofvol-
untaryvillageprotection force in
the villages for their capacity
building and enhance their
knowledge so physical barriers
canbemaintainedproperly.”
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Shrinkingterritory
foranimals

Uttarakhandhasaround38,000sq.kmof forests—almost
71percentof itsgeographicalarea—andasignificanthu-
manpopulationresides invillages located inandaround
forestareas,both inthehillsandplains.Forestofficialssay
thatasmoreandmorepeopleventure intowildanimals’
territories,andanincrease inthepopulationof animalshas
resulted inarise inman-animalconflictsandanincrease in
thenumberof casualtiesofbothhumansandanimals.

Uttarakhand: 62 dead in human-animal
conflict in 2020; over half in Sept-Dec

F-55 (1474)/Exam/DSSSB/2019/Pt.file/2317 Dated: 22/01/2021

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR CANDUCTING OF SKILL TEST OF
DIFFERENT POST GODES

All the Candidates those who are shortlisted in Written
Examination for the following Post Codes are hereby informed
that their Skill Test will be held at:
1. Bhai Parmanand Institute of Business Studies, Near

Vikas Marg Shakarpur, Delhi-110092.
2. Indira Gandhi Delhi Technical University For Women,

Kashmer Gate, Delhi-110054

The schedule date, time & place of skill test, Post Code wise
and complete details are given in the Notice Number
F.55(1474)/ Exam/ DSSSB/2019/Pt.file./2278 dated 18.01.2021
and Notice Number F.55(1474)/ Exam/DSSSB/2019/ Pt. file./
2315 dated 21.01.2021 which are uploaded on the Official
Website of DSSSB.

Sd/-
Deputy Secretary (Exam)

DSSSB

DIP/Shabdarth/0586/20-21

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
DELHI SUBORDINATE SERVICES

SELECTION BOARD
FC-18, INSTITUTIONAL AREA, KARKARDOOMA, DELHI-110092

www.//dsssb.delhi.gov.in

Sr.
No.

Post
Code

Post Name Department Date of Skill Test

1 21/18 Stenographer Gr.-III- Services
Department

09.02.2021 to 16.03.2021

2 65/14 Jr. Auditor (LDC) MCD

3 19/15 Jr. Clerk DTC 19.02.2021 to 19.03.2021

4 41/15 Data Entry Operator DAMB

5 45/12 Data Entry Operator NDMC

6 65/15 Translator (Urdu) DIP

7 51/13 LDC MCD

334
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

CASES:
1,07,33,131
TESTS: 19,58,37,408 | RECOVERIES: 1,04,09,160

ACTIVE CASES: 1,69,824
DEATHS: 1,54,147

JAN29
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS
13,083 137 14,808 7,56,329

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMCASES
CASES(JAN29) TOTAL

Kerala 6,268 9,17,631
Maharashtra 2,771 20,21,184
TamilNadu 509 8,37,327

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMDEATHS(TODAY)
DEATHS(JAN29) TOTAL

Maharashtra 59 52,237
Kerala 22 3,752
Punjab 11 5,601

DataasonJanuary29,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare,IndianCouncilofMedical
Researchandstategovernments.

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

NUMBER OF
VACCINATIONS
(JAN 30)

2,06,130
Total:37,06,157

NUMBER OF ADVERSE
EVENTS AFTER
IMMUNIZATION

71
Total:2,491

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

AMID COVID-19 vaccination
drive, the NITI Aayogmay soon
call the nextmeeting of its gov-
erning council to discuss the is-
sue of vaccinemanagement in
states, it is leant.
Sources said the thinktank

has suggested a tentative six-
pointagendaforthemeeting,for
whichadatehasnotbeen final-
izedyet.
The meeting comes in the

middleofamassive,nationwide
Covid-19 vaccination drive.
Earlier this month, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
chaired a meeting with chief
ministers andadministrators of
allstatesandUnionTerritoriesto

reviewthestatusandprepared-
ness for Covid-19 vaccination,
daysbeforethenationalroll-out
of thedrive fromJanuary16.
The council is chaired by the

PrimeMinister. Chief Ministers
and Lt. Governors are itsmem-
bers.ThecouncillastmetonJune
15, 2019, soon after Modi re-
turned to power. In the next
meeting, the council is also ex-
pectedtodiscussthestatusofthe
global and Indian economy and
theimpactofCovid,sourcessaid.
Besides, issues related towater
management, including “inter-
riverlinkages”,arealsoexpected
tobediscussed, it is learnt.
Issuesrelatedtorecommen-

dations of the 15th Finance
Commission and Atmanirbhar
Bharat are also on the tentative
agenda, sources said.

Pune: Serum Institute of India
CEO Adar Poonawalla Saturday
saidhis firmhasapplied tostart
the trials of another COVID-19
vaccine and that it hopes to
launch itby June2021.
SII has already produced

Covishield,co-developedbythe
UniversityofOxfordandBritish-

SwedishcompanyAstraZeneca.
Inatweet,Poonawallasaid,“Our
partnershipforaCOVID-19vac-
cine with @Novavax has also
published excellentefficacy re-
sults. We have also applied to
start trials in India. Hope to
launch #COVOVAX by June
2021!” PTI

NITI governing council
to meet, discuss vaccine
management in states

Workers in JammuonSaturdaysanitiseaclassroomahead
of reopeningof educational institutionsafter10months. PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY30

AT A joint rally of the Congress
andtheCPI(M)hereonSaturday,
CPI(M) politburo member
Mohammad Salim said the
TrinamoolCongressandtheBJP
weretwosidesof thesamecoin,
pointing out that the ruling
party’sleaderswerenowjoining
thesaffronoutfit.
CongressandCPI(M)leaders

marched from RamlilaMaidan
to the Gandhi Ashram in
Beleghata.
After the rally, Left Front

chairperson Biman Bose said,
“BJP always worshipped
Nathuram Godse, who killed
MahatmaGandhi.Nowtheyare
worshipping Netaji Subhash
ChandraBasu toprove theirpa-
triotism. They are basically try-
ing tocreateunrest inBengal.”
The Left and the Congress

will contest the upcoming
Assemblypollstogether,andare
involvedinseat-sharingtalkswt
present. According to sources,
they have already reached an
understanding on 193 of the
state’s294Assemblyseats.

SII applies for trials of another vaccine

CPM and Cong
hit out at TMC,
BJP in joint rally

Mamata
Banerjee

BengalCMspendingmoretimeonshapingpollcampaign

New Delhi
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Executive Engineer Construction Division-2, P.W.D Bijnor
(HQ-Najibabad)

Letter No. 35/E –Tender /20-21 Dated : 06-01-2021
(E-Tender)

1. The Executive Engineer Construction Division-2, P.W.D. Bijnor on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the
percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP PWD, class A,B,C & D (for Road
work). The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Experience of Guide Bund construction is mandatory along
with road work. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in ITB Clause 4 of the Instructions
to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

2. Details of the works are as following :

SL
No

Name of Work Estimat
ed cost
(Rs. In
Lakhs)

Bid
Security
(Rs.
In

Lakhs)

Cost of
Bid

Docume
nt

Time of
Completi

on

Address of
Executive
Engineer
of the

Executing
the work

Address
of

Superint-
ending
Engineer

Address
of

Chief
Engineer

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Renewal with PC on State road/MDR/ODR & VR in year 2020-21

1 Meerut Pauri road to Chaukpur road 2.50 0.25

2 NH-34 knr 43 to Shekhpura Lahak Kalan
road

28.00 2.80

3 Fazalpur fatak to Humayunpur road 12.00 1.20

4 Meerut Pauri road to Pratappur road 8.00 0.80

5 Meerut Pauri road km 110 to Ghazipur
road

14.00 1.40

6 NH-34 to Nangla Pithaura link road 4.50 0.45

7 Husainpur to Fatehullapur road 26.00 2.60
8 Mandawali Maujampur road to Sikrauda

primary school road
9.00 0.90

9 NH-34 to Shahpur Meera road 2.00 0.20

10 Najibabad Nagina road to Argupura
Pyara road

2.50 0.25

11 Kiratpur Shakha (Haravanshpur
Dharam)

11.00 1.10

12 Akbarabad Bundki road to Moh.
Aashikpur Bhure road

2.50 0.25

13 Najibabad Nagina road to Bundki road 2.50 0.25

14 Najibabad Nagina road to Laadpur road 2.00 0.20

15 Najibabad Nagina road to Begampur
Bhaunawala road

6.50 0.65

16 NH-734 to Khushlialpur Madka road 8.00 0.80

17 Raipur Sadaat to Chamru Nawada road 1.50 0.15

18 Nagina Raipur Kotkadar road to
Kadarpur Nanu road

3.50 0.35

19 Kasampur Garhi to Masjid to home of
Yakub

7.00 0.70

20 Budhanpur to Shahpur Harre road 16.00 1.60
21 Budhanpur to Shahpur Harre road

Ruppur road
4.00 0.40

22 Sattonangli to Berkheda road 14.00 1.40

23 NH-734 km 65 to Aasfabad Chaman
road

4.00 0.40

24 Afjalgarh Kalagarh road to Kuankheda
road via Gurudwara Baba wala pul

11.00 1.10

25 Harewali Bairaj road to Shahjahanpur
road

10.00 1.00

26 Bhogpur to Beerbhanwala road 28.00 2.80

27 NH-734 to Ghansurpur Amrauli road 4.50 0.45

28 Khurrampur Dallu Korawala road 4.00 0.40

29 Nagina Kotwali road to Bhawanpur
Kalan road to Kannu road

7.00 0.70

30 Karonda Chaudhar road km 01 to
Roshanpur Pratap road to Naraini road

7.50 0.75

31 Meerut Pauri road to Shahpur Sukkha road 5.50 0.55

32 Mandawali Maujampur road to Kalyanpur road 7.00 0.70

33 Nangla Ubban to Najeempur road 6.50 0.65

34 Humayunpur Madarsa to Jwali Lala road 6.00 0.60

35 NIH-34 km 49 to Alipura road 4.50 0.45

36 Kalheri to Ramanwala Harswada road 19.00 1.90

37 Mota Aam to Najibabad bypass road 11.50 1.15

38 NH-34 to Daudpur Nanheda road 6.00 0.60
39 Shaymiwala to Ramdaswali road 11.00 1.10

40 PWD road to Surangpur Behda road 21.00 2.10

The Rate adopted in the BOQ including all Other taxes but excluding GST.
The Bid Security and tender cost should be deposited online through Net Banking as per Column 5 and 6 in the table.

Bids must be downloaded online from 10:00 AM on date 30.01.2021 to 5:00 PM on dated 04.02.2021 and the technical bids will be opened online
date 05.02.2021 at 12:30 PM in Office of Superingtendig Engineer Rampur Circle PWD Rampur and Financial bids of the qualified bidders will be
opened on date & time as notified. According to the provisions of Government Order no. 1/2018/3070/78-2-2018/42 IT/2017 (22) Date 03-01-2018 after
opening of the technical and financial bids, the qualified bidder has to submit original documents personally in department/ office. In the event of non
submission of original documents by the bidder, the appropriate action will be taken in accordance with the provisions of G.O.
All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.in The bidder have to login on Prahari URL http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari
to upload required docurnents as perGovernment order no. 879(1)23-7-2020 dt. 25.08.2020 & E.N.C./H.O.D.'s up pwd order No. 4859/4M-LC/2020
dt.27.08.2020

Sd/-
(Sanat Guptrishi)

Executive Engineer
CD-2, PWD, Bijnor

(Hq Najiababd)
Email- eepwdnjb@gmail.com

UPID NO-159633 DATE. 30.01.2021
www.upgov.nic.in
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Chhattisgarh Rural Roads Development Agency
VIKASH BHAVAN, CIVIL LINES, RAIPUR (C.G.)

NIT No. 578, 579, 580 & 581 /TC-T/CGRRDA/2020, Dated: 28/01/2021

E-Procurement Tender Notice

27661

E. TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, Civil Division
No. V Irrigation and Flood Control
Department Govt of NCT of Delhi Near
Paryavaran Complex, Saiduilajab New
Delhi 110030 invites on behalf of
President of India, on line percentage
rate tender from approved and eligible
contractors registered with Irrigation and
Flood Control Department up to 3:00 P.M
on dates mentioned as below.

1. NIT 15/2020-21/EE/CD-V/IFCD (ID
No. 2021_IFC_199104_1 (Percentage
rate)
H.O.A:- 2711 Non Plan.
N.O.W.:- Removal of obstruction, jungle
clearance and repairing of lining/parapet
wall of the damaged portion of river
channel from Jasola to Nand Lal
Channel.
E.C. Rs 42,34,233/- Earnest Money Rs
84,658/-Period of Completion 365 Days.
(Date of opening 01.02.2021).

Note:- 1). The enlistment of the
contractors should be valid on the last
date of opening of tenders. In case the
last date of opening of tender is extended
the enlistment of contractor should be
valid on the original date of opening of
tenders. 2) Earnest Money in physical
form i.e. deposited at FDR/Banker
cheque/Demand Draft of schedule bank
issued in favour of EE CD V I &FC Deptt.
should be uploaded with the tender
documents. L-1 contractor has to submit
uploaded EMD immediately after opening
the tenders on intimation. 3) Details of
above mentioned work can be seen and
downloaded from website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in 4)
Tender submitted through e-procurement
portal shall be accepted only. 5)
Corrigendum, if any will be published on
e-procurement web side only.

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER CD.V.

DIP/Shabdarth/0587/20-21

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR, JANUARY30

THEODISHAgovernmentplans
to convert an urban poor em-
ployment initiative launched
during the lockdownintoa full-
fledged scheme from April
thisyear.
TheMukhyamantri Karma

TatparaAbhiyan,or‘Mukta’,was
launched on April 18 for six
months before being extended
for another six. A sumof Rs 200
crorewas sanctioned of which,
Rs140crorehasbeenspentsofar,
Urban Development
Departmentofficials said.
“As a rapid response to the

migrantmovementwhichbegan
after the lockdown, we had
launchedtheinitiative.Basedon
thefieldfeedback, thestategov-
ernmenthasdecidedtocontinue
it as a regular scheme. Itwill be
going to the Cabinet soon and
will come into effect from
April 1,” G Mathi Vathanan,
PrincipalSecretaryatthedepart-
ment, toldThe IndianExpress.
“...communitymemberswill

identify demand for wage em-
ployment.Basedonthedemand,
feasibility of possible projects
will be assessed. Like parks,
stormwater drainage, road re-
pairs, creation of community
centres, etc. The technical feasi-
bilityof theprojectwill be iden-
tifiedandthenemploymentwill
beprovidedtothoseinneed,”he
added.
Wagesundertheschemewill

besimilarasminimumwagesfor
skilledlabourersandwilldirectly
be credited to their account
throughDirect Benefit Transfer.
Aheadof theroll-out,atentative
budgetofRs200crforonefinan-
cialyearhasbeenfixedfor it.

VKAUSHIKKUMAR
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

WORKERS AND officials of the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) engaged in a preservation
and excavation exercise near
Shree Lingaraj Temple, themost
prominent temple of
Bhubaneswar, have stumbled
upon an ancient stone structure
—possibly a platformonwhich
one among theoldest shrines in
Odishaoncestood.
The structure could be older

than the 11th century Shree
Lingaraj Temple,ASI’s topofficial
in Odisha ArunMalik told The
SundayExpress.Hesaidthestruc-
turewasfoundwhiletheASIwas
carryingoutscientificcleaningof
apieceof landnear theSukaand
Sari templecomplex,closetothe
ShreeLingarajTemple.
Thediscoveryofthestructure

hascreatedabuzzof excitement
inthestate,withUnionPetroleum
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan,
whohailsfromOdisha,writingto
CultureMinister Prahlad Singh
Patel on Saturday to seekhis in-
tervention in thepreservationof
heritage. Pradhan also sought a
visit by a teamof experts from
Delhitostudythestructure.
“Thestructuremustbeacon-

temporary of the Shree Lingaraj
Temple, if not older,” saidMalik,
theASIOdishacirclesuperinten-
dent.
“TheASI looks after 28 tem-

ples in the EkamraKshetra [Old
Townarea of Bhubaneswar that
has several temples] and it isour
responsibility to protect the an-
cientheritage,”hesaid.
He said the Odisha govern-

mentundertookabeautification
project in the area around the
Shree Lingaraj Temple in 2019.
Thiswastoessentiallyclearupthe
congestionandencroachmentin
the area. “But the demolitions
werecarriedoutinamannerthat
wasnot conducive for aheritage
site,”saidMalik.
Afterseveralinterventionsand

meetings,theASIbegancleaning
uptherubbletolookfordamaged
structures thatmayhavebeenof
historical value. Thatwaswhen
theancientstructure,whichisbe-
lievedtobefromtheSomavamshi
period,wasdiscovered.
On the importance of the

structure,MaliksaidtheSukaand
Sari temple complexmay have
beenbuilt on the Panchayatana

model,inwhichfoursmallertem-
ples surround themain temple.
“Since threeof the templeshave
beendiscoverednow,wewilllook
forthefourthtemple,”hesaid.
Pradhan, inhis letter toPatel,

said, “Suka-Sari temple complex
and Lord Lingaraj Temple in
Bhubaneswar are protected by
the ASI under the Ancient
Monuments andArcheological
SitesandRemainsAct.Thereisan
urgent need to act quickly in or-
dertosalvageandpreservewhat
remains of this priceless ancient
Odishanarchitecture.”
“TheASI alsodiscovered two

otherstructures,believedtobethe
remains of small shrines, and a
portionof theSari temple. These
findings have ledASI experts to
believethattheSaritemplecom-
plex was built on the
Panchayatanamodelwhere the
main temple is surrounded by
four subsidiary shrines. This
meansthatthereisahighchance

of additional
heritagestruc-
ture lying
buried under
encroach-
ments in the
Ekamra
Kshetra,’’ he
wrote.

Thestructurewasdiscoveredduringapreservationexercise
inOldTownareaofBhubaneswaronWednesday.ASI

Structure foundnearBhubaneswar’sShreeLingaraj
Temple,possiblyaplatformonwhichshrinestood

ASI finds ancient structure in
Odisha, triggers heritage buzz

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY30

OVER Amonth after theywere
kidnapped bymilitants of the
ULFA-IandtheNSCN,oildrilling
company employees Ram
Kumar,whose five-year-old son
suffersfrombloodcancer,andPK
Gogoi,whose13-year-olddaugh-
ter is passing sleepless nights
worrying for her father, remain
captive.
The insurgents have now is-

sued an ultimatumamidst res-
cueoperationsbysecurityforces.
In the evening hours of

December21,Gogoi,adrillingsu-
perintendent at the QuippoOil
andGas Infrastructure Limited,
and Kumar, a radio operator at
thecompany,werekidnappedby
aroundadozenarmedmilitants
fromadrilling sitenear Innao in
Changlangdistrict. Quippo is an
asset and service provider com-
pany that provides onshore
drillingservices.
Gogoi belongs to Sivasagar

districtinAssam,whileKumaris
fromBihar’sKhagariadistrict.
Ramkumar Diwakar, the fa-

ther-in-law of Kumar, from
Samastipur in Bihar, told The
Indian Express the family was
deeplyworried. “My 5-year-old
grandchild Aditya Raj — Ram
Kumar’sson—suffersfromblood
cancer.
He is being treated at AIIMS

Patna for the last ten months.
RamKumarhasanotherdaugh-
terwho is only seven. How can
the family survive if he is killed
by themilitants? Please under-
standoursituation.”
Gogoi’s wife Namita broke

down over the phone. She told
The Indian Express, “My only
prayer is that the company

shouldtalktotheabductorsand
ensure that my husband is re-
leased immediately. It has been
over amonth sincewehavenot
seenhim…”
Gogoihastwochildren,a20-

year-old son and a 13-year-old
daughter.“Thefamily is indisar-
ray. The children are very very
worried. Please letmyhusband
returntous,”Namitasaid.
InaJanuary27statement,the

bannedmilitant outfit United
Liberation Front of Asom
(Independent) said, “If thecom-
pany does not take appropriate
stepstosecurethereleaseof the
duo by February 16, then on
February 17wewill take action
on their Indian employee Ram
Kumar.”
TheULFA-Istatementsigned

bytheoutfit’spublicitycellmem-
ber Rumel Asom said the dead-
linewill not be extended under
any circumstance. Moreover, it
threatened that if the company
doesn’t meet the outfit’s de-
mands, itwill not be allowed to
operatein“AssamandSouthEast
Asia”.
In another stronglyworded

statement issued on Saturday,
the ULFA-I said Quippo and the
governments of Assam and
Arunachal Pradeshwere using
“delayingtactics”inthenegotia-
tionsevenas thesecurity forces,
police and intelligence agencies

were conducting their opera-
tions in thehopeof rescuing the
duo.
Thestatementsaidtheywere

certain that instead of rescuing
thetwomenalive,theforceswill
kill them and put the blame on
theULFA-I.Itsaiditwas“certain”
thatasthesecurityoperationsby
government forces are ongoing,
something “unfortunate” could
happentothetwomen.
Ifthathappens,thestatement

said, theentireresponsibilityfor
thatwillhavetobebornebythe
CMs of Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh and the government
forces.
Itislearntfromsourcesinthe

knowthattheinitialransomde-
mandbytheabductorswasthat
of Rs 20 crore, but it has come
downtohalf theamountfollow-
ingnegotiations.
ChanglangSP,MihinGambo,

toldTheIndianExpress, “Ourres-
cueoperation isongoing.”
Another Arunachal Pradesh

governmentofficial,whodidnot
wishtobenamed,saidextensive
search operationswere carried
out jointly by the Arunachal
Pradeshpolice, IndianArmyand
AssamRifles.
Thesearchisongoinginareas

of theNamdaphaNational Park
andotherdenselyforestedareas
of Namsai district. “There has
been no success as of now,” the

official said.
RamKumar’s father-in-law

Diwarkar said, “What havewe
done to theULFA that theyhave
taken our son? Please help us.”
“Cancer treatment is expensive.
Moreover, there is the small
daughter. Please consider their
situation.My appeal to the gov-
ernment of Arunachal Pradesh
and the Central government,
pleaseensurehis release.”
Earlierthismonth,theabduc-

tors released a video featuring
Gogoi and Kumar. In the video,
both the men appealed to
Quippoandtheirrespectivestate
governments towork to secure
their release.
AQuippo spokesperson told

The Indian Express, “We are in
continuousdiscussionswiththe
extremistoutfit.Also,wearetalk-
ingdailytomultiplegovernment
agencies to ensure the rescue of
our employees. We are also in
touchwith the families of both
themen and supporting them
emotionallyandfinancially.”
“Theransomdemandisillog-

ical andunreasonable—butwe
do realise that the safety of our
employees is of utmost impor-
tance and hencewe are trying
ourbest,”saidthespokesperson.
Hesaidthecompanywillensure
that Kumar’s son’s treatment
does not face any financial con-
straints.

Gogoi,KumarwerekidnappedbyULFA-I&NSCNonDec21

Fathers kidnapped, unwell son,
sleeplessdaughter await return

mRrjk[k.M ty laLFkku dh vksj ls dsUnzh; Hk.Mkj] nsgjknwu }kjk fuEu dk;ksZa gsrq bZ&fufonk] Vw&fcM flLVe ¼rduhdh fcM ,oa
dkWfeZf”k;y fcM½ vk/kkj ij fuEukuqlkj vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSaA
fufonk
la-

dk;Z fooj.k /kjksgj
/kujkf'k

:-

fufonk izi=
MkmuyksM djus

dh frfFk ,oa le;

bZ&fufonk }kjk
fufonk izi= tek

djus dh vafre frfFk
,oa le;

rduhdh fcM
[kksys tkus dh

frfFk ,oa
le;

fufonk
dh

oS/krk

fiz&fcM
ehfVax

dh frfFk
,oa le;

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

vkbZVe nj vuqcU/k ij] Instruments and Equipments - (i) pH meter, (ii) Conductivity Meter, (iii) Turbidity Meter, (iv)

UV-Vis Spectrophotometer, (v) Weighing Balance, (vi) Weighing Box, (vii) Micropipettes (100 to 1000 microliter),

(viii) Micropipettes (10 to 100 microliter), (ix) Ultra Water Purification System for ICP MS, (x) (-)86° C Horizontal

Deep Freezer, (xi) Total Organic Carbon (TOC) Analyzerdh vkiwfrZ@vf/k"BkiuA

i=kad % 895@bZ&fufonk@2020&21 fnukad %30-01-2021bZ&fufonk lwpuk

27

28

8.00 Lacs

3.00 Lacs

01.02.2021 from

11:00 a.m

01.02.2021 from

11:00 a.m

15.02.2021

upto 5:00 p.m.

15.02.2021

upto 5:00 p.m.

16.02.2021 at

11:00 a.m.

16.02.2021 at

11:00 a.m.

06.02.2021 at

11:00 a.m.

06.02.2021 at

11:00 a.m.

26 4.00 Lacs 01.02.2021 from

11:00 a.m

15.02.2021

upto 5:00 p.m.

16.02.2021 at

11:00 a.m.

06.02.2021 at

11:00 a.m.
90 Days

90 Days

90 Days

vkbZVe nj vuqcU/k ij] Instruments and Equipments - (i) Laboratory Vertical Autoclave, (ii) Bacteriological

Incubator, (iii) Laboratory Refrigerator, (iv) Bio Safety Cabinet, (v) Humidity Meter, (vi) Water Purification

System, (vii) AC, (viii) Hot Plate dh vkiwfrZ@vf/k"BkiuA

vkbZVe nj vuqcU/k ij] Instruments and Equipments - Inductively Coupled Plasma – Mass Spectrometry (ICP-MS)

dh vkiwfrZ@vf/k"BkiuA

bZ&fufonk ls lEcfU/kr leLr tkudkfj;ka o “krsZa mRrjk[k.M dh osclkbV www.uktenders.gov.in ,oa foHkkxh; oSclkbZV
http://ujs.uk.gov.inij vkWu ykbu ns[kkh@izkIr dh tk ldrh gSaA

vgZrk%& Only manufacturer of above lab instruments and equipments or agency authorised by manufacturer are

allowed to take part in this tender.

vgZrk%& Only manufacturer of above lab instruments and equipments or agency authorised by manufacturer are

allowed to take part in this tender.

vgZrk%& Only manufacturer of above lab instrument or agency authorised by manufacturer are allowed to take

part in this tender.

mÙkjk[k.M ty laLFkku

ty Hkou] ^ch* Cykd] usg: dkWyksuh] nsgjknwu
dk;kZy; vf/k'kklh vfHk;Urk] dsUæh; Hk.Mkj]

vf/k'kklh vfHk;Urk

PKGogoibelongsto
Sivasagardistrict in
Assam,whileRam
Kumaris fromBihar’s
Khagariadistrict.Both
areemployeesof anoil
drillingcompany

11 dead as 3
vehicles collide
in Moradabad

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JANUARY30

ELEVENPEOPLEwerekilledand
14 injured after three vehicles
collidedontheMoradabad-Agra
Highway inMoradabad district
on Saturday. Police said dense
fog led to theaccident.
Speaking to reporters,

Moradabad District Magistrate
(DM)RakeshKumarSingh said,
“Aprivatebuswascomingfrom
Bilariside,whichcollidedwitha
truckandaminitruck…TheCM
hasannouncedacompensation
ofRs2lakhforthefamiliesofthe
deceased and Rs 50,000 for
thosecritically injured.”
The DM andMoradabad SP

Prabhakar Chaudhary were
presentonthespotandoversaw
therescueoperations.
“Prima facie it appears that

around8am,aprivatebushitthe
minitruckonthesidewhiletry-
ingtoovertakeit.Atruck,which
was coming from the opposite
direction,alsohitthevehicleand
toppled,” saidSPChaudhary.
Moradabad ASP Anil Kumar

Yadavsaid10peopledied in the
accidentinitially,andoneperson
whose condition was serious
died at the hospital. “Onemore
patient is also in a critical state.
We have been told that rest of
theinjuredpersonsarenowsta-
ble,”Yadavsaid.

Odisha scheme
floated in
lockdown for
urban poor to be
made permanent

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW, JANUARY30

GORAKHPURPOLICEhave regis-
tered Dr Kafeel Khan — a sus-
pendedpaediatrician seekinghis
reinstatementat theBRDMedical
CollegeandHospital—asahistory-
sheeter,sayingthelegalactionwill
ensure thathe remainsunderpo-
licesurveillance.
Circle officer, Gorakhpur,

Virendra Pratap Singh confirmed
thehistorysheethasbeenopened
atRajghatpolicestation.AsperRajghatpolicestation
record,thehistorysheetnumberis50-Awithfivecases
againstDrKhan,includingthreeinGorakhpurandone
eachinDelhiandAligarh.
Following themove,DrKhan,whohas earlier al-

leged“state-sponsoredvictimisation”,saidinavideoon
Saturday that “thesituation inUP is suchthatnosur-
veillanceisbeingdoneoncriminalsandahistorysheet
isbeingopenedagainst those, includingme,whoare
innocen...Givetwosecurityguardstomewhowillkeep
surveillanceonmeround-the-clocksothat Icouldbe
saved fromgetting framed in falsecases. Since Ihave
beenfreedfrom(jailunder)theNSA(NationalSecurity
Act),Iamregularlywritingtothem(government)every
monthtoreturnmyjob...”
Thepaediatricianwas arrested alongwith other

doctorsandstaffmembersafterseveralchildrendied
due to lackof oxygenat theBRDMedicalCollegeand
Hospital in 2017.Hewas later cleared of all charges.
Khan’s lawyerKNTiwari said, “... there are twocases
againstDrKafeelinGorakhpurandoneeachinAligarh
andBahraich.Hehasobtainedbail inallcases.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Kafeel Khan named
history-sheeter;
he slams UP govt

KafeelKhan

Arundhati Roy calls for
resistance against RSS

ELGAARPARISHAD2021

CHANDANHAYGUNDE
PUNE, JANUARY30

AUTHORARUNDHATIRoyonSaturdaycalledfora
unitedfightagainst“Bramhanical”and“capitalist”
forcesinthecountryandthatthestruggleshouldbe
namedas“SatyaShodhakResistance(SSR)”against
theRashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh(RSS).
“Ye wajood ki ladai hai (This is a fight for exis-

tence)... Inthiscity(Pune)whereDrBRAmbedkar
was ‘blackmailed’ tosignthePoonaPact, theplace
whereSavitribaiandJyotibaPhuledidtheirrevolu-
tionarywork,wecannameour struggle...Maybe,
it should be called ‘Satya Shodhak Resistance’
(SSR)...RSSkekhilafkhadaSSR...”shesaid,speaking
at the ‘ElgaarParishad2021’held inPune.
Activists of the ‘Bhima Koregaon Shourya Din

Prerna Abhiyan’, who blame Hindutva leaders
SambhajiBhideandMilindEkbotefortheKoregaon
Bhimaviolence,decidedtoholdtheElgaarParishad
again on December 31, 2020, but Pune police de-
niedpermission for it citingCovid-19and lawand
order reasons.
Police, however, granted permission for the

Elgaar Parishad 2021 event held on Saturday. The
day-longconferencewasinauguratedattheGanesh
Kala KridaManchwith tearing of posters on the
farm laws, CAA-NRC, new education policy and
UnlawfulActivitiesPreventionAct (UAPA).

New Delhi
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Classifieds

BRAHMIN

BBrraahhmmiinn,, 33, 6’, Lpa-7.8,Working
Asst. Prof.(ME,PhDPursuing),
Seeksworkingprofessional
,DOB,POBmust,
nmatree34@gmail.com,855107
5664 0050174637-1

OTHERS

SIKH/PUNJABI

I, PawandeepsinghR/o 194-195,
1st Floor, Flat no 2, khasrano
556, sultanpur, SouthDelhi-
110030, have changedmy
Daughter name, from Jasveen
KaurBhatia to JasveenKaur.

0040561824-5

TToowhomsoever itmayconcern
that I,Mrs. KanchanPrasad,
W/oVinodPrasad, R/o E-1101,
VijayaApartment, Ahinsa
Khand-2, Indirapuram-201014,
District- Ghaziabad, dohereby
declare thatmy real name is
Mrs. KanchanaPrasad. This
declaration is trueandcorrect.

0040561894-1

II,,mmaannii ram jaiswal s/o sh.Ram
dulare,R/oC-
1/477,GF,KH.No.141-
142,gali.no-6, pusta-2-1/2,
sonia-vihar khajoori
khas,north east-delhi-
110094,has changedmyname
tomani ram,for all future
purposes. 0040561948-10

II,,SSaahhiill S/oPrakashChandra,R/o
GramHalai Post-Office,
Simarkhal,Distt.Pauri
Garhwal,Uttarakhand-
246131,have changedmyname
toSahil Kumar.

0040561937-10

II,,SSUUMMAANNNIMALW/o-DEVENDRA
KUMARNIMAL,ADD-
13/29,FIRST-FLOOR,NEAR-
ROCKGARDEN-WESTPATEL-
NAGAR,DELHI-110008,changed
myname toSUMANDEVENDRA
NIMAL,for all,futurepurposes.

0040561937-6

II,,RRAAJJ SHREED/OOMPRAKASH
KHANGWALR/OH-1/380,C-
BLOCK,SULTANPURI,DELHI-
110086.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETORAJSHREE
KHANGWAL. 0040561927-2

II,,PPUUNNIITTKUMAR,S/O.DESH
BANDHUGUPTA,ADD-313,
HARI-NAGARASHRAMSOUTH
EASTDELHI-110014, changed
myname toPUNIT SINGHAL,
permanently. 0040561937-2

II,,NNaammaann s/oRajat
Verma,House.no-500/17,nai-
basti, Gurgaon,have changed
myname toNamanVerma.

0040561948-9

II,,MMoohhdd IrshadS/oMohdKhalil
R/o 2645MainBajar,Shadipur,
Patel Nagar,Central Delhi-
110008have changednameof
myminor sondateof birth 31-
8-2011 fromMohdZueb to
MohdZohaib for all future
purposes. 0040561858-1

II,,KKAAPPIILL,,SS//OO..JJAAGGDDIISSHH
CHAND,R/oH-78,A FIRST-FLOOR
STREET.NO- 2GARHWALI
MOHALLANEARLALITAPARK
LAXMI-NAGAREASTDELHI-
110092, changedmyname to
NEW.. KAPILKUMAR,
permanently. 0040561937-7

II,,SShhiillppaa or ShilpaGupta,W/o
VarunAggarwal,R/o 1/2824
Street.No.11, Ram-Nagar,
Shahdara,Delhi-110032,have
changedmyname toShilpa
Aggarwal. 0040561937-9

II,,HHaalleeeemmaaBegumallas Zoona
Begumwidowof LateNo-
9071569 ,Rifleman MohdAkbar,
ampresently receivingdual
family pension in twonames
i.e.Mst. ZoonaBegumfromthe
defence side (JAKALI) andMst.
HaleemaBegumfromCivil side
(2 FOD) .Thatmyhusbandhas
erroneously recorded two
names i.e ZoonaBegumand
HaleemaBegum in thearmy
and in civil departments.
whereasboth thenames
pertains tooneandsame lady
i.e.Mst. HaleemaBegumwho is
legallyweddedwife of Late
MohdAkbar. It is published for
the informationof general
public that if anybodyhaveany
objection in this regardmay
approach to JAKLI record
office/Zila Sainikwelfare
Officer Srinagar.Mst. Haleema
Begum, allas ZoonaBegum,
W/O:- LateMohdAkbar,R/O
Beerwa (Budgam)Mob-
9541246926. 0020417136-1

II,,HHAARRIISSHHSHARMA,S/O-RAM
DUTTSHARMA,ADDRESS.B-
4/80,YAMUNA-VIHAR,NORTH
EAST-DELHI BHAJANPURA
DELHI-110053,changedmy
name toHARISHCHAND
SHARMA, permanently.

0040561937-8

II,,BBhhaannuuPriyaBhatt,D/o
Late.GirishChandraBhatt,R/o
KesarColony-Village Lahariya
Sal Talla PO.Kathghariya
HaldwaniNainital Uttrakhand-
263139,have changedmyname
toBhumiBhatt. 0040561949-6

II,,AAVVTTAAAARRSINGHS/OBUDHA
SINGHR/OWZ-
136,GALINO.8,GURUNANAK
NAGAR,DELHI-110018.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOAVTAR
SINGH. 0040561927-1

II,, VIDYAVINASH
GODBOLE,W/O.AVINASH
RAJARAMGODBOLE,ADD-D-
162, SARITA-VIHARNEWDELHI-
110076. Changedmyname to
VIDYAGODBOLE,permanently.

0040561937-3

II,, Tileshwari DeviW/OLate sh.
SitaRamMahtoR/oRailway
Coloney, River Side,
Bhurkunda, Dundua,
Bhurkunda, Ramgarh,
Jharkhand-829135, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasAnita
Devi. 0070729398-1

II,, SUSHILADEVIW/OSHAMSHER
SINGHR/0H.No. B 56, Rail
factory road, Nanakpiou-2,
GopalNagar, Najafgarh, Delhi-
110043 inmyhusband’s
passportmynamewrongly
mentionedasSUSAILADEVI
butmycorrect andactual
name is SUSHILADEVI for all
purposes. 0070729394-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all concerned that my
clientess Smt. Charanjit Kaur W/o late Shri
Wasan Singh, R/o III-B-23A VISHNU
GARDEN, NEW DELHI-110018 has
severed all her relations with her son
Ravinder Singh and daughter-in-law
Charanjit Kaur and debarred them from all
her moveable and immoveable properties
as both of them have become disloyal and
disrespectful to my clientess and has been
acting against her interest. Anybody dealing
with the son and daughter of my clientess
shall be doing so at his/her own risk, cost
and responsibly and my clientess shall not
held responsible in any manner whatsoever
for any of their acts.

Sd/-
(RAJEEV TEWARI) ADVOCATE

394-395 CIVIL WING
TIS HAZARI COURTS DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client VIJAY KUMAR
BHAGWANI S/O SH. CHANDI RAM BHAGWANI
AND PREETI BHAGWANI W/O SH. VIJAY KUMAR
BHAGWANI R/O D-283 SECOND FLOOR,
PRASHANT VIHAR, DELHI-110085 allottee of
SHOP NO- 42, GROUND FLOOR, CSC NO. 2,
SECTOR-13, ROHINI, DELHI-110085 has applied
for conversion of the aforesaid shop from lease hold
to free hold in DDA: Original documents i.e. Original
Bid Form dated 21-04-1993 and Original
Possession Letter dated 30-08-1993 have been lost.
An FIR vide LR No. 80150/2021 dated 28-01-2021
has been lodged in P.S. Crime Branch Delhi for loss
of documents. Any person(s) claiming any right,
interest, having any objection or found in possession
of original documents, may write/contact with above
named person at above address/phone No.
9899368419 within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice. The person claiming any
right, interest, objections with respect to this
property can personally inform or write to Dy.
Director (CE), A Block, 2nd Floor, Vikas Sadan, INA,
New Delhi.

Sd/-
SANCHIT GOYAL

Advocate)
SHOP No. 8 RU-BLOCK
PITAMPURA DELHI-88

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that
Freehold Property Bearing No. 2-B/59,
Measuring 100 Sq. Yds, Ramesh Nagar,
New Delhi is presently owned by Sh.
Sanjay Chadha (25% share) by virtue of
Sale Deed duly registered vide Regd. No.
5800, dated 24.05.2019 and (1) Smt. Jyoti
Chadha (Undivided 55% share) (2) Smt.
Suman Lata (Undivided 10% share) (3)
Smt. Rajni Ahuja (Undivided 10% share)
by virtue of Sale Deed duly registered vide
Regd. No. 5986, dated 27.05.2019. My
client entered into an Agreement to Sell in
respect in respect of Third Floor with roof/
terrace rights out of the captioned property
and the deal is almost concluded.

It is hereby notified that any person or
entity, firm/ company, Bank, financial
institution (except the above mentioned)
having claim any charge, interest or lien or
claim on the basis of documents
mentioned above or court order/ judgment
or otherwise and/ or objection to the Sale
deed thereof, he/ she/ they may lodge/
notify the same to the undersigned with
documentary proof/ Court Judgment within
15 days from the day of publication, failing
which any further/ furture claim shall be
rejected and my client(s) as a bona-fide
purchaser shall proceed further and
complete the Sale/ Certificate of Sale.

Sd/- NIRMAL KUMAR
ADVOCATE

Chamber No. 561, 5th Floor, Saket
Courts, New Delhi

Mobile- 8587898197.

NOTICE UNDER SECTION 11 OF ACT NO. VIII
OF 1890 OF GUARDIAN & WARDS ACT IN THE
COURT OF SH. GIRISH KATHPALIA, PRINCIPAL
DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE (HQS.), DELHI

ROOM NO. 301, 3RD FLOOR, TIS HAZARI
COURTS, DELHI - 54
MHA NO.02/2021

1. SMT. URMILA OHRI W/o Sh. Gopal Krishan Ohri
Wife & Natural Guardian of Sh. Gopal Krishan Ohri

2. SH. SAMIR OHRI S/o Sh. Gopal Krishan Ohri
3. SH. VIPUL OHRI S/o Sh. Gopal Krishan Ohri
All R/o 45/A, LIG DDA Flats, Gulabi Bagh,
Delhi-110007

.... Petitioner
VERSUS

1. STATE
Through Govt. of NCT of Delhi

....Respondent
The petitioner no.1 above named having applied to be
appointed the guardian of the person and property of
lunatic namely Sh. Gopal Krishan Ohri.

The 6th March 2021 has been fixed for hearing of the
application and notice is hereby given to general public
that if any other relatives/friends, Kinsman or well wish-
er of the aforesaid or desire be appointed, declare as
guardian of the person and property of the said lunatic
or desire to oppose the application of the petitioner
aforesaid, he/she should enter appearance in persons in
this court on the aforesaid date and be prepared to
adduce on that day and documentary or oral evidence
which he/she may desire to adduce in support of his/her
claim to such appointment or declaration of in support
his/her opposition to the application of the petitioner
aforesaid.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the Court on this the
27th day of January 2021.

Sd/-
PRINCIPAL DISTRICT)

& SESSIONS JUDGE (HQs.)
SEAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
This notice is to inform the public at
large that our Client, Sh. Mahender
Kumar Sekhri S/o Lt. Sh. Trilok Chand
Sekhri R/o A-84, Preet Vihar,
Shakarpur, East Delhi, New Delhi, has
severed and cut off all his family
relations and has disowned his son
Mr. Anil Kumar Sekhri. Mr. Anil Kumar
Sekhri is not within the control of our
client and has indulged into unwanted
activities bringing disrepute to the
family. Our Client, Sh. Mahender
Kumar Sekhri also disowns Mrs.
Rachana Sekhri wife of Mr. Anil Kumar
Sekhri, Ms. Eesha and Mstr. Krish the
daughter and son of Mr. Anil Kumar
Sekhri. Mr. Anil Kumar Sekhri, his
wife, daughter and son are disowned
and disentitled by Our Client from all
his entire moveable/ immovable
properties due to their disobedient and
quarrelsome nature. Our client was
not/is not/shall not be responsible for
any act or omission done by Mr. Anil
Kumar Sekhri, Mrs Rachana Sekhri,
Ms. Eesha and Mstr. Krish in any
manner whatsoever.

Sd/-
JF Associates

(Advocates and Solicitors)
CHAMBER (SC): 120, (OLD)

LAWYERS CHAMBERS,
SUPREME COURT COMPOUND,

NEW DELHI, INDIA
OFFICE: L -33, LGF (REAR),

KAILASH COLONY,
NEW DELHI, INDIA

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC AT LARGE IS INFORMED THAT MY
CLIENT S. HARBHAJAN SINGH S/O LATE S.
MOHINDER SINGH R/O FLAT NO. 44, JYOTI
APARTMENTS, PITAM PURA, DELHI-110034,
HAS DEBARRED HIS SON NAMELY SH.
NAVDEEP SINGH AND HIS WIFE NAMELY MS.
KANWALJEET KAUR FROM ALL HIS MOVABLE/
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES BECAUSE THEY
CREATE NUISANCE IN THEIR LIFE & HOUSE,
THEY FREQUENTLY MADE QUARREL WITH
HIM AND OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS AND
THEREBY DUE TO THEIR ACT AND CONDUCT,
NON CONGENIAL ATMO SPHERE IS CREATED
IN THEIR .HOUSE WHICH AFFECTS HIM AND
HIS WIFE'S HEALTH AS WELL.

Sd/-
Rajat Sang

Advocate
Enrol. No. D/2213/2008

Ch. No. 418 Lawyers Chambers,
Dwarka District Courts, New Delhi

Ashok Kumar Tyagi (Advocate)
A-3, Main Najafgarh Road,

Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059

PUBLIC NOTICE
loZlk/kkj.k dks lwfpr fd;k tkrk gS fd
esjs eqofDdy eksgEen by;kl [kku lqiq=k
ejgwe eksgEen gk#u budh iRuh Jherh
eqUuh ds lkFk gh buds NksVs iq=k te'ksn vyh
vkSj csVh 'kcue fuoklh D-59, vk;Z lekt
jksM] mÙke uxj] ubZ fnYyh&110059 us vius
iq=k&iq=ko/kw @ HkkbZ&HkkHkh ^le'kkn vyh vkSj
mldh iRuh izohu mQZ 'kkghu dks mudh
cnlywdh] >xM+kywiu vk Sj ekufld]
'kkjhfjd :i ls ijs'kku djus ds dkj.k ls
viuh py o vpy laifÙk ls csn[ky djds
vius lHkh izdkj ds ikfjokfjd laca/k&foPNsn
dj fy;s gSaA Hkfo"; esa ;fn dksbZ Hkh O;fDr
le'kkn vyh&izohu mQZ 'kkghu ls fdlh
izdkj dk O;ogkj o ysu&nsu djsxk ;k fdlh
Hkh xyr vkpj.k esa lkFk nsxk rc vius
tksf[ke ij djsxkA blesa esjs eqofDdyksa o
mlds ifjokj dh dksbZ ftEesnkjh ugha gksxhA

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Tanveer Farooq Bhat, S/o
Mr. Farooq Ahmad Bhat,
presently residing at Flat No.
12A02, Tower – 12, Floor –
12A in Paras Tierea GH – 01,
Sector – 137, Noida, U.P (Said
Flat) since 16.03.2020 hereby
inform the public that I have
executed an agreement to sell
dated 15.03.2020 for the Said
Flat with owners, viz., Mr.
Gurpreet Singh Sethi and Mrs.
Shiny Ajmani Sethi
(represented through GPA
Holder Mr. Jagjeet Singh
Sethi) and have obtained a
NOC from the Paras Tierea
Apartment Owners
Association and a transfer
memorandum for the Said Flat
with NOIDA is under process.
Hence, any transaction,
requirement, interest qua the
Said Flat should be
communicated to me.

Notice is hereby given to the
public at large, on behalf of my cli-
ents, Mr. Pankaj Singhal & Sh. Akash
(“Owners”) That, they are the own-
ers of the Property No. TA-105, mea-
suring 68 + 38 Sq. Yds., (measuring
110 sq. yards as per site) out of
Khasra no. 422, Tuglakabad Exten-
sion, New Delhi-110019 by virtue of
Sale Deed dated 04.03.2020 ex-
ecuted by Sh. Rameshwar Yadav as
attorney of Sh. Nagarmal Yadav &
Sale Deed dated 19.03.2020 ex-
ecuted by Smt. Urmila Yadav. That,
my clients intends to sell the said
property to the intended purchaser.
If any person (s) having any objec-
tion regarding the claim in title of the
said Property / ownership rights/
Title, please raise objection with
documentary proof within 15 days
of Publication at the below address.
That, no further claim will be enter-
tained after 15 days of the public
notice.
Mohd. Khairul Hussain (Advocate)

Ch.No.214, 2nd Floor, Old Lawyers
Chamber, Delhi High Court, Sher

Shah Road, New Delhi
(M): 8810391672

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public is hereby

informed that my client Smt. Santosh

Kaur W/o Atma Singh R/o H.NO-

79/80, Bharat Vihar, Chander Vihar,

Nilothi Extns. Delhi-110041 have

served all their relations with their son

Sh Surender Singh due to his bad

habits. My above named client have

also disowned and debarred his said

son from all movable and immovable

properties. Anybody dealing with Sh

Surender Singh will do so at

h i s / h e r / t h e i r o w n r i s k a n d

responsibilities and my client will not

be responsible for any act, deed or

dealing done by Sh Surender Singh.

Praveen Rastogi ( Advocate )

Enrol No-D/244/06

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Sh Lila Ram S/o Late
Mohan Lal R/o Q-10/89, Mangol
Puri, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110083 disowned their Son Kailash
Paliwal and his wife Nirmla, Ravi
Paliwal alias Kalu Ram and his wife
kamlesh, his daughter Manju W/o
Rajesh Bagoriya and Kaushlya W/o
Subhash Bagoriya from their all
movable, immovable properties
due to his misbehavior & bad
conduct. Anybody dealing with him
in any manner whatsoever will be
doing at his/her own cost, risk &
responsibility.

PARKASH CHAND (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-9065/2019
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Sh. Jeet Ram S/o Sh.
Banta Ram R/o 1/3227, Ram
Nagar Extn, Main, Mandoli
Road, Shahdara, Delhi-110032,
DO HEREBY Disown/ Debar
his Grand Daughter Vishu
Mehra from all his movable &
immovable properties and sever
his relations from her due to her
misconduct and my client will
not be responsible for her any
acts and omissions.

Sd/- NARANDAR KUMAR
ADVOCATE

Delhi High Court
Reg. No. D-9094/2018
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Public Notice
It is hereby informed to the Public
in general that my clients Sh.Sakal
Deo Singh,S/o Sh.Jagdish Singh &
his wife Smt.Neelam Devi Singh
R/o Vill+Po.Afaur,Distt-Saran,Bihar
have disowned and broken all
relations with their son Mr.Tussar
Singh.He has been debarred and
disowned from all their movable and
immovable assets (in Delhi & Bihar)
& henceforth,my client shall not be
liable for any acts and deeds done
by their son and also against any
person having any affair or relation
or trading with him,in any manner
whatsoever,or which may result in a
police case/court case.Amit Tyagi,

C-490,SF,Defence Colony,ND-24Advo

BBeeaauuttiiffuull Oadgirl divorceeage
29working inCanada for 5
years seeking suitablematch.
Parents are in government job.
Contact- 7009863883

0050174475-1

SSuuiittaabblleematch forOctober 1993
bornhigh-statusGarggirl.
Slim, 5’3”, healthy lifestyle,
holdsM.com. fromSDCollege,
Chandigarhandmaster’s in
finance fromUniversity of
Edinburgh, Scotland. Preferred
well settled industrious/ high
statusbusinessBoy in theTri-
city.9463301713,
gpranav71@gmail.com
<mailto:gpranav71@gmail.co
m>. 0050174197-1

PPuunnjjaabbii 81 BornBeautifulMBA
Divorcee IssuelessGirl.
Expects Punjabi Educated
DecentWell Settled Family Boy.
Mob9975514848

0090280999-1

II,, RameshDeviW/OVedpal R/o
43, Vill- Ghikara, P.O-
Fatehgarh,Teh- Charkhi Dadri,
Dadri(147), Charkhi Dadri Hsg-
ii, Haryana- 127306, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasPoonam
Devi. 0070729380-1

II,, Raj Kumari aliasRajesh
BidhuriW/oBalraj Bidhuri R/o
B-32 second floor, Pamposh
Enclave, Greater Kailash-1,
Delhi-110048, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasRajeshBidhuri.

0070729397-1

II,, Preeti Gupta, spouseof
ShailendraKumarGupta
resident ofVillageandPost-
Sataon, Distt-Raebareli, Uttar
Pradesh-229122, have changed
myName fromPreeti Gupta to
Preeti SahuvideAffidavit No.
IN-DL37439129608589Tdated 28
Jan 2021. 0070729379-1

II,, PavanKumarBS/OBandaru
YobubabuR/oNear ECI Church,
Santharavuru, Prakasam,
AndhraPradesh– 52318, have
changed thenameofmyminor
daughterDeepaBandaruaged
about 4Years andshe shall
hereafter be knownasBandaru
DeepaSwarakamalini.

0070729439-1

II,,MohanChandra Joshi S/o
PrayagDutt R/oH-65, 3rd Floor
Block-H, South Extension-1,
Delhi-110049have changedmy
name toMohanChander.

0040561866-1

II,,MOHDWASIMANSARI s/oMd.
SIDDHIKAANSARI r/oWZ-447,
2nd Floor, NarainaVillage, New
Delhi-110028have changedmy
name toMOHAMMADWASIM.

0040561867-1

II,,MAMTASHARMA,W/O-
VIRENDRAKUMAR
BHARDWAJ,ADD-B-118,A
DUGGAL-COLONYDEVLI-ROAD
KHANPURSOUTHDELHI-
110062,changedmyname to
MAMTABHARDWAJ,
permanently. 0040561937-4

II,, LakshminarayanaCDS/O
DurgaRaoCHR/oRangarao
Camp,HariharaTaluk, Nittur,
Davangere, Karnataka- 577530,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
NavadeepCD. 0070729382-1

II,, Kunal S/oBipinKumarR/o-D-
40, II-floor, StreetNo-2, Pandav
Nagar, Delhi-110092have
changedmyname toKunal JR.

0040561948-5

II,, KM. ShakilaW/o-Mohammad
Alam,R/o-E-49/J-286-287, Gali
No-10,JantaMazdoor
Colony,Welcome,Delhi-
110053,have changedmyname
toShakila. 0040561948-4

II,, Janki RamanS/OAwadhesh
Singh, R/oWardNo.- 03, PO-
Lagma,Vill- Balua, Sitamarhi,
Bihar- 843323, declare that
NameofMinehasbeen
wronglywrittenasRaushan
KumarKashyap inmyPancard
No.- EDSPK8472Hand inmy
Driving LicenceNo-WB-
4120150284559. Theactual
nameofMine is Janki Raman,
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0070729383-1

II,, Harpreet KaurW/oViphul
AroraR/oC3a/128B JanakPuri,
NewDelhi- 110058 , have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
Harrpreet Kaur. 0070729386-1

II,, GSPanwar S/oMatlabSingh
PanwarR/o-RZ-74C,Block,
Mahavir Enclave,Palam-
Village, N.Delhi-45,have
changedmyname toGopal
SinghPanwar. 0040561948-7

II,, DhapaDeviW/oLalaRamR/o-
155DDA-Janta Flats-Safdarjung
EnclaveNewDelhi-110029,have
changedmyname toDhapan.

0040561949-5

II,, AshokKumar,S/o-BrijMohan
Sharma,residing-F-153, LIC-
Colony, JeevanNiketan,
Paschim-Vihar, Delhi,have
changedmyname toAshok
Sharma,for all purposes.

0040561948-1

II,, AYSHAREHMAN,D/O.MUJIBUR
REHMANKHAN,H.NO-1D-59,
IDGAHCOLONYSECTOR-
6,FARIDABADHARYANA-
121006,changedmyname to
AYSHAREHMAN
KHAN,permanently.

0040561937-5

II,, ANKURBHARDWAJ sonof
RAJIVBHARDWAJ,R/oH.NO-
168, PARTPARGANJ, DELHI-
110091,have changedmyname
toDIVYAMBHARDWAJ.

0040561948-6

II,, Neeraj Jain S/ONiranjan Lal
Jain, R/o 1/205Professor’s
Colony, Hari Parvat, Agra, Civil
Line, Uttar Pradesh- 282002,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
Neeraj Benara. 0070729385-1

II ShahnazAhmedW/o-Shakeel
AhmedR/o-1015Mohalla
KishanGanj,TeliwaraAzad-
Market, Delhi-110006,have
changedmyname toShahnaz
for future. 0040561948-2

II NazmaAhmedW/o-Naseem
AhmedR/o-1015Mohalla
KishanGanj, Azad
Market,Delhi-110006have
changedmyname toNazma
for future.

0040561948-3

IIMuneeshKumar S/ODevendra
KumarR/OVill Govindpur
GyanpurChhajletMoradabad
UP-244501 have changedmy
name toManishYadavvide
affidavit dated 28/01/2021

0050174776-1

II,,NNiittiisshh kumar,S/oRamudgar
yadav,R/oRzc/133 st.no-
10,mahavir-enclave
guruduwara roadDELHI,have
lostmyoriginal-certificate
class-10th year-2018Rollno-
8742932CBSE-DELHI.

0040561927-7

II,,RRaahhuull Sharma,S/oPradeep
kumar sharma,R/o-C-13
pradhan-enclaveburari delhi-
84,have lostmyoriginal-Pass
certificate class-12th year-
2016,Rollno-9141210,CBSE-
DELHI. 0040561927-8

II,,SShhuubbhhaammkumar
sharma,S/oRavindra
Thakur,H.no.49/A-block,G.no.3
nathupuramor shasrti-
park,Delhi-84,Have lostmy
original-pass certificate class-
12th year-2014Rollno-9129822
CBSE-DELHI. 0040561927-9

II,,GGaauurraavvKumar,S/o satish
kumar,R/o G-16,prithviraj lane
near-khanmarket,new
delhi,have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-10th year-
2017Rollno-8184131CBSE-
DELHI. 0040561927-10

II Hemante Singhal S/o Late
Sh.RameshSinghal R/o
H.No.595, Faridabad,Sector-
16,Faridabad,Kheri Kalan (113),
Kheri Kalan, Faridabad,
Haryana-121002have changed
myname toHemanteKumar
Singhal for all purposes.

0040561860-8

II EKANTS/O-NARESHKUKREJA
R/O-H.NO-19/5 EASTPARK
ROADKAROLBAGHDELHI-
110005CHANGEDMYNAMETO
EKANTKUKREJAALL FUTURE
PURPOSES 0070729409-1

II AmanYadavS/oSh. Somnath
R/oH3/27, GroundFloor,Vikas
Puri,WestDelhi,Delhi-110018
have changedmyname to
AmanVaid for all purposes.

0040561860-7

II ASHAWANI S/OSALIKRAM
R/O-H.NO-B-236BLK-BSHIV
MANDIRROADSWAROOP
NAGARDELHI-110042CHANGED
MYNAMETOASHWANIGARG
FORALL FUTUREPURPOSES

0070729413-1

II ANUJGOSWAMI,S/oUTTAM
KUMARGOSWAMI,R/O J-1/96,
Khirki-Extn,Malviya-
Nagar,Delhi,have changedmy
name toANUJJGOSSWAMI.

0040561937-1

First AndSecondFloor
Available for Rent at prime
locationof Sushant Lok-
1,Gurgaon, Please contact
Owner-Sumit Kapoor -
9910967755 0040561890-1 E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
1. The Executive Engineer Seraj Division HP.PWD Janjehli Distt. Mandi on behalf of Governor of H.P invites

the online bids on item rate, in electronic tendering system, in 2 Cover System for the under mentioned work
from the eligible and approved contractors/Firms registered with HPPWD Department.

2. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The Bid document is available online and bid
should be submitted in online mode on website https://hptenders.gov.in. Bidder would be required to regis-
ter in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). “Aspiring bidders who
have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in HPPWD may obtain the same
from the website:https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering.
Bidders already possessing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.

3. Key Dates:

4. TENDER DETAILS:
The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover:
i) Cover 1: shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/ Eligibility Information”.
ii) Cover 2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bid”, where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

5. SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS:The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft
towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security/Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and other
Technical Documents inO/o Executive Engineer Seraj Division HP.PWD Janjehli Distt. Mandi as specified
in Key dates Sr. No. 4 on Tender Opening Date, failing which the bids will be declared non-responsive.

6. BID OPENING DETAILS: The bids shall be opened on 26.02.2021 at 11 00 HRS in the office Executive
Engineer Seraj Division HP.PWD Janjehli Distt. Mandi H.P by the authorised officer. In their interest the ten-
der are advised to be present along with original documents at the time of opening of tenders. If the office
happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next
working day at the same time and venue.

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the dead-
line date for bid submission.

8 The Bidder are advised to quote rates inclusive of GST as applicable. GST shall not be paid extra
9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for

any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It
is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

Executive Engineer
Seraj Division HP.PWD

Janjehli Distt Mandi H.P.5447/HP

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Earnest Cost of Eligible Class
No. Cost Money Tender of Contractor

1 9,36,86,917/- 5,00,000/- 5000/- Class A

2 2,78,77,452/- 3,11,300/- 5000/- Class A

3 1,34,57,747/- 1,67,500/- 5000/- Class A & B

4 1,16,75,500/- 1,50,000/- 5000/- Class A & B

5 1,30,00,000/- 1,62,500/- 5000/- Class A & B

6 4,83,88,147/- 5,00,000/- 5000/- Class A

7 4,90,27,377/- 5,00,000/- 5000/- Class A

8 1,73,11,217/- 2,06,000/- 5000/- Class A & B

9 1,02,37,700/- 1,34,900/- 5000/- Class A & B

10 59,66,961/- 92,200/- 2000/- Class C & B

11 7,17,399/- 14,500/- 500/- Class C & D

12 16,98,528/- 35000/- 500/- Class C & D

13 29,15,605/- 51,500 1500/- Class C& D

C/o Patikari Bara Shill Kashimblidhar road including
motorable bridge over Bakhali Khad Km 2/000 to 15/500
under NABARD RIDF XXVI (SH: F/C 5/7 mtr wide,
R/Walls, B/Walls, dumping site, C D works and unlined
surface drain etc. in km 2/000 to 15/500)

C/o Patikari Bara Shill Kashimblidhar road including
motorable bridge over Bakhali Khad Km 0/000 to 17/500
under NABARD RIDF XXVI (SH: C/o 30.00 mtr span RCC
Box girder bridge at RD 0/000 including both side
approaches and Geological investigation)

Construction of PHC building at Kholanal in Tehsil
Balichowki Distt. Mandi (H.P.) (SH: Construction of building
portion, WS&SI, construction septic tank and site develop-
ment) Level-II

Construction of PHC building at Kalhani in Tehsil
Balichowki Distt. Mandi (H.P.) (SH: Construction of build-
ing portion, WS&SI, construction septic tank and site
development) Level-II

Construction of PHC building at Dharwarthach in Tehsil
Thunag Distt. Mandi (H.P.) (SH: Construction of building
portion, WS&SI, construction septic tank and site develop-
ment) Level-I

C/o Combined office building at Janjehali in Tehsil Thunag
Disst, Mandi (SH: C/o Building portion WS&SI, RHW sys-
tem and site development)

C/o Science lab Multipurpose hall in the remises of Govt.
Degree college at Lamathach (Seraj) Distt. Mandi (SH: C/o
Building with WS&SI)

Construction of Govt Senior Secondary School building at
Somnachani in Tehsil Balichowki Distt. Mandi (SH: C/o
Building portion WS&SI Rain water harvesting system and
Septic tank)

Construction of 25.00 mtr span RCC Box Girder bridge
over Kholanal Khad on Bakhali Kholanal road at RD
10/980 (SH: C/o Sub Structure, super structure and both
side approaches)

Construction of 19.75 mtr span Single lane bridge at
Keyolinal in GP Dheem Katare at Janjehali on Keyolinal to
Teer Matoot road RD 0/018 (SH: C/o Sub Structure, super-
structure and both side approaches)

C/o Primary Health Center at Devdhar (SH: P/L
Interlocking paver block for approach road to PHC
Devdhar)

Balance work for construction of Govt. Senior Secondary
School building at Thachi in Tehsil Balichowki Distt. Mandi
(SH: Building portion)

C/o road Hanogi Bridge to Saloi Km 0/000 to 6/290 (SH:
C/o R/Wall at RD 0/250 to 0/075 and 0/305 to 0/330)

1. Date of Online Publication 15.02.2021 1100 HRS

2. Document Download Start and End Date 15.02.2021 1100 HRS upto 14.01.2021 09.00 HRS

3. Bid Submission Start and End Date 15.02.2021 1100 HRS upto 26.02.2021 09.00 HRS

4. Physical Submission of EMD Cost of Tender 26.02.2021 1100 HRS
Document and original technical document

5. Date of Technical Bid opening, Evaluation of 26.02.2021 1100 HRS
Technical Bid followed by Opening of Financial Bid.

E-TENDER INVITING NOTICE tenders are invited through open e-
tendering for supply of following Material LT XLPE Cable size
1x240 sq. mm 10 km, LT XLPE Cable size 1x400 sq. mm 10 km,
LT XLPE Cable size 1x630 sq. mm 15 km, & LT XLPE Cable size
1x1000 sq. mm 5 Km against tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/
MM/37/20-21. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD):- Rs. 1,46,000.00,
Last Date of bid submission & Time:- 02.03.2021 at 2:00 PM,
Date of tender opening (Part-Ist & IInd) & Time:- 02.03.2021 at
5:00 PM Note:- In case of any amendment & detailed information
in tender specification or date of extension, the same shall be
uploaded on e-tender website www.etender.up.nic.in and
www.pvvnl.org Superintending Engineer (MM-I) “Help line
Number For Information of Theft of Electricity: “1800-180-3002
(Meerut), & 9412207451” “SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTEREST OF THE NATION” Sd/- Superintending Engineer
(MM-I) For Managing Director RO-994, Dt. 30.01.2021

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.,
Victoria Park, Meerut

Martyrs of CISF on 31stJanuary

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these brave-
hearts. On this day, they laid down their lives at the altar of duty
while fighting with militants. Their courage and bravery would
remain an abiding source of inspiration for the force. The force
will remain eternally indebted to them for their noblest deed.
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CT/Dvr RAM KISHORE

HEP URI-1

31-01-1994

CT/GD RAMSHANKAR RAI

HEP URI-1

31-01-1994

New Delhi
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E-TENDER NOTICE
Cantonment Board Bareilly invites E-tender/bids through Central Public
Procurement Portal of Govt. of India (www.eprocure.gov.in) under two
bids/cover system i.e. Technical Bid (Cover-1) and Financial Bid (Cover-2) for
Grant of License for Use of Defence Land For Placing Cell Towers on
Wheels (CoWs) at various locations/sites to extend communication
network in Bareilly Cantonment.

For Schedule of Activities/Dates for E-Tendering and for further details of
Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) please log on to website at www.eprocure.gov.in

Sd/-
(Vivek Singh)

Chief Executive Officer
Cantonment Board Bareilly

LXf½f³fe ´fdSX¿fQÐ ¶fSmX»fe
¶fa¦f»ff ³f. 54, ÀfSX´fZ³fMXfB³f SXûOX
¶fSmX»fe LXf½f³fe (CX.´fi.) d´f³f-243001

QcSX·ff¿f: 0581-2421127, BÊ¸fZ»f: ceobare-stats@nic.in
“XXWXSX IYf¸f, QZVf IZY ³ff¸f”

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) (in Rs.) Tender ID

2,00,000/- 2021_DGDE_610467_1

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

“IMPORTANT”

New Delhi
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Shiny Varghese

THEDRAWING room is dead.
Long live the drawing room!”
It’saphrasethathasneverbeen
morerelevant.Asspacesinour
homes become multifunc-
tionalinanincreasinglyvirtual

worldandwearereducedtothumbnailwin-
dowsonmeetingplatforms,hasthedrawing
room come full circle? From formal spaces
wherewereceivedguests,thedrawingroom
has become ourwork-from-home station,
where aspirational virtual backgrounds
(beachesorbookshelves)havetakenover.Yet,
muchbefore thedrawingroomwas theotla,
thinna,baranda,balcão—thepublic space to
courtyardhouses,whereneighboursdropped
byforachatorstrangersstoppedtoaskfordi-
rections—“itformedthepublicthreshold,the
interfacewith the street,where social inter-
actionswithstrangersandneighbourswasat
street level.Therewasnoconceptofaformal
drawingroom. Indiandomesticspaces, typi-
cally for largejoint-families, focusedonmul-
tifunctionalityandflexibilityofspaces.There
wasalsonoconceptofformalfurniture.Itwas
largely floor-based or low-height, such as
khatiyas, gaddis, jhoolas, or chatai, which are
lightandeasytomovearound.Theadditionof
a drawing room as a formal and enclosed
space tomeet visitors first arose inwell-off
Indian homes, with the arrival of the
Portuguese and the British,” says Kamalika
Bose,conservationarchitectandco-authorof
A History of Interior Design in India (SID
ResearchCell,CEPTUniversity,Ahmedabad).
Over time, thedrawingroomgrewtobe-

comeamarkerofclassandstatus.Thedraw-
ingroomwasthenucleusof thehouseandit
was best referenced inHindi films,where a
grandstaircaserosefromthelivingroomand
a piano symbolised opulence. In the 1949
Mehboob Khan film Andaz, the staircase is
where all the actionunfolds,while in Sooraj
Barjatya’sHumAapkeHain Koun..! (1994), a
fatalfallfromtheliving-roomstairssteersthe
story.Eventoday,Hindiserialscarryforththe
legacy of grand staircases, for evil in-laws to
make unsuspecting victims tumble down
thoseheights.
Mumbai-basedarchitect-academicSmita

Dalvi, whose doctoral thesiswas on homes
andHindi cinema, says, “The housewas al-
ways larger than life. Hindi films even gov-
ernedthefashionquotient inourhomes.For
example, in Ayan Mukerji’sWake Up Sid
(2009),KonkonaSensetsupa‘mycorner’with
fairylights,booksandposters,presentingher-
self as a single girl on a low budget with a
charming personality.Much before, Farhan
Akhtar’sDilChahtaHai (2001)presentedthe
modernlivingroomasanaspirationalspace.”
Somewhere in themid ’80s, thedrawing

room,where the formality of life tookplace,
was supersededby the living room. The for-
merwas the formal space to receivevisitors,
oftenseparatedfromtherestofthehouse,the
latterwaswherethefamilyhungout,where
thewifechoppedvegetablesonthetable,the
childrenkepttheir feetuponthesofaasthey
watched loudTVand thepressure cooker in
thekitchenwhistledinthebackground.
The“see-but-don’t-touch”drawingroom,

ontheotherhand,camewithspotlessuphol-
stery,artandcrystalcollections. “Itbecamea
roomof illusions.Aplacewhereyourprized

collectibles are on display, while the living
roomisaplacewhereyousiteasy.Itgivesyou
a feelingof balance,while thedrawingroom
isthecrutchthatestablishesyourplaceinso-
ciety, the image youwish to portray to the
world.Theprimarydifferenceisbetweenthe
‘tohave’and‘tobe’stateofmind.Thedrawing
roombecameademonstrationofpower,”says
Delhi-basedarchitectVerendraWakhloo.
Often, ahierarchywasnotuncommon—

thedrawing roomwouldhave a designated
chairforthemanofthehousewhiletheseat-
ing for guestswould be less comfortable, to
sendthemessagethatonecannotoverstay.
Mumbai-based architect
ChandrashekharKanetkarhasworked
on numerous high-end residences
wherethispowerplaytakescentre
stage.Drawingroomshavebeen
designedasmultiplesections,
some leading into court-
yards, some offering
glimpses of libraries, to
catertodifferenttypesof
visitors.Hisdesignsalso
incorporate bar
lounges anddrawing
rooms with show
kitchens. “There
should be an ele-
ment of curiosity
when you plan a
drawing room. It’s a
game of hide and
seek,”saysKanetkar,
adding, if you reveal
all at one go, there
is little left to engage
theguest.
The coming of

drawing rooms made
the connectionwith the
outside world shrink.
Traditional houses with
semi-public places made it
possible for owners to connect
with theneighbourhoodand the
street.Onemovedfromtheoutside
totheinside, transcendingthresholds
of privacy and engagement. As ground-
hugginghomesmadewayforhigh-storeyed
apartments, balconies took the space of the
otla or the verandah. “The balcony became
that in-between spacewhich connected the
housetotheskyandtheground,andtoyour

neighboursaboveorbelow. InBombay, real-
estatemechanisationsare leadingtovanish-
ing balconies. Carpenters bring downwin-
dows on the parapet and break downwalls
between the living roomand thebalcony, to
make the roombigger. It has further discon-
nectedusfromtheoutside.Thispandemichas
madeonefeeltheabsenceofbalconiesmuch
more,”saysDalvi.
TheothermovefromBritishbungalowsto

modernistarchitecturewasthedemocratisa-
tion of spaceswithin the house. The 2BHK
eliminated the need for a drawing room
and gave everyone the ubiquitous hall.
This transition meant a move
towardsahomogenisationofhomes.
“Withthemodernistera, the idea
ofthecommunitydisintegrated.
In themodern age, our lives
havebecomegeneric,”says
Mumbai-basedurbande-
signer and academic
Rohan Shivkumar. The
modern plan of a
house had become
uniformwithmass
housing.Theunique
individual designs
of a drawing room
were left behind
to accommodate
requirementsofa
BHK format.
Spaces could be
modified to suit
anyfunction—just
the nomenclature
hadshifted.
Architect

GautamBhatiarecalls
his childhood years
where the drawing
room was a collage of
manytravels.“Ourparents
never thought of what a
drawingroomcouldbe.Itwas
a place for all kinds of col-
lectibles, from the Air India
Maharajaashtraystosouvenirsand
evenchippedcups.Itwasaboutfilling

upthespace,”hesays.
Bose testifies to how inmodest homes,

thedrawingroomalsodoublesupasasleep-
ingspace,withtheoccasional sofa-cum-bed
makinganappearance. Inrecent times,with

“the integration of the drawing-cum-dining
space,ithasblurredtheformalityofthedraw-
ingroom. It isnowevolving intoamore flex-
ibleandfluidspace,”shesays.Itgoeswithout
saying that the shift has alsomade a differ-
encetohierarchies. If earlierwomenweren’t
allowedtocometothefrontof thehousebe-
foreoutsiders,thosewallshadnowcollapsed.
“The traditional Indian floor-based seat-

ingwasreplacedbymultipleclustersofraised
furniture, central towhichwere carved and
upholsteredsofasetsandcentraltables.New
carpentryskillsacquiredbylocalwoodwork-
ersalsoenabledawiderapplicationofstyles,
motifsandelements.However,till the1930s,
we see singular styles and themes of period
furniture—beittraditional,colonial,ArtDeco
ormodern—dominatingdrawing-roomaes-
thetics. After Independence, the drawing
roomhasbeenthequickesttoabsorbandin-
tegratetrendsandstylestobecomeaneclec-
tic spacewith furniture pieces fromvarious
eras —modernist masters chairs now sit
alongsidesankheda(low-seating)sofa-chairs
andPortugueseloveseats,”saysBose.
Décormagazines, by the late 1990s, and

platformssuchasPinterest,inlate2000s,have
made it possible to dream of newways to
dress uphomes, and advertisements, inter-
nationaltradefairsande-commercesitesgave
peopleaccesstowidermarkets,makingitpos-
sibletobuythatdesignerchairorthosedrip-
ping chandeliers.Mood lighting and state-
mentdécorracedtheirwayintohomes.
However, while themarket connected

people,modular livingmadeit impossibleto
tellastory.Livingspaceslookedlikecatalogues
and algorithms dictated the newaesthetic.
While the look had changed, the sentiment
wasstill thesame—adisplayof socialstatus.
However,Wakhloo points to a different

imagination as he references homes of
PritzkerwinnerBVDoshiandDelhi-basedar-
chitectAshokBLall. “InDoshi’sAhmedabad
house, the living room is like a large foyer,
which connects to the basement,where his
meditation room is, and, to the upper floor,
to the open area in the garden and the
kitchen. You enter the living room, and you
get the feel of being in a covered courtyard.
AshokLall’s livingroomwithitsmagnificent
skylight allowsyou to view the sky from in-
side. It connects the ground to the sky and
one is humbled by it. You are no longer the
protagonist of the space, youbecomeaware
of the larger universe. There is no exaggera-
tionoftheself, likeinaformaldrawingroom.
A home should finally reflect your family, a
vision of yourself and the cosmology you
carrywithinyou,”hesays.
Drawing roomsmaywell be dead in the

pandemic, however, experiences of a space
neednotbe.Chennai-basedarchitectPramod
Balakrishnangives theexampleof oneof his
residential complexes in Perumbakkam,
Chennai.“Wegaveresidentsmultiplewaysto
reachtheirownhomes.Itwasn’tjustaliftand
astaircase.Weevenhadachessboardsquare
incommonareas,wherepeoplecouldcome,
playand interact. The formalityof thedraw-
ingroomhasdiminishedaspeoplemeettheir
friendsoutdoors,playagameofchessanden-
gagewithotherswhoprobablyarewatching
themplay. It changes thewaywecommuni-
cate, exchange ideasandbuild relationships.
It’sanattemptattakingitbacktowhereitall
began,andincreasingtheinteractionwiththe
streetandneighbours,”hesays.

As the pandemic turns home spaces multifunctional, a look at the evolution of the drawing room

eye
AT T H E D O O R

VICTORIANSOCIETYbelieved in
specificactivities foreveryroomandthe
“withdrawingroom”waswhere ladies
retiredafterdinner.Thisprivateroom
sooncametobeknownasthe“drawing
chamber”or thedrawingroom

JANEAUSTEN, the18thcenturyEnglish
novelist,bestdescribe interiorspaces in
herwork.Objectsof ahousereveala
character’semotionsandsituation,be ita
fadedfootstoolorashabbysofa. In
NorthangerAbbey (1817), for instance, the
19thcenturyfurnitureandEnglishchina
setspeakofopulentmodernity

EDITHWHARTON isknownfor

“drawing-roomnaturalism”inherstories.
InashortstorythattheAmericannovelist
wroteatage11,sheopenswithaguest’s
entryintoMrsTomkins’shouseandthe
hostsays,“IfonlyIhadknownyouwere
goingtocall, Ishouldhavetidiedupthe
drawingroom.”Wharton’smotherissaid
tohaveremarked:“Drawingroomsare
alwaystidy”

THECOMEDYOFMANNERSor
drawing-roomplayshavebeenpartof
theatresinceVictoriantimes,whenthe
actionwas located inthedrawing
room.OscarWilde’sThe Importanceof
BeingEarnest (1895) isoneof its
finestexamples
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WHERE THE ACTION WAS
Comedy of Manners or drawing-room plays have been part of theatre since the Victorian times

A R O O M O F T H E I R O W N
THEDRAWINGROOMINLITERATURE
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Who’s Afraid of
the Big Bad Bat?
A fair hearing to the creature at
the receiving end of pointed fingers
every time there’s a virus scare

RanjitLal
Ranjit Lal isanauthor,
environmentalistand
birdwatcher

DOWNIN
JUNGLELAND

BATSHAVEbeensquarelyblamedforstartingthe
COVID-19catastrophe,so,DowninJungleland
wentdeepintoabatcaveinaremoteforestto
findoutwhatthebatshavetosayforthemselves.

Ahostofassortedcreatures joinedtheconversation:
DIJ:Goodevening,god, itsmellshere...Well, sir,what’s

yourtakeonthefactthathumanswereblamingyour
speciesforspreadingthisscourgearoundtheworld?
Scientistshaveadmittedthattheywerebittenbysomeof
youwhowerealreadyinfected.
Bat:Whatthehellwereyourpreciousscientistsdoing

fingeringusinthefirstplace?Ofcourse,we’llbite if you
takesuchliberties.Youwereresearchingusforsome
nastyviruses,weren’tyou—whichyoucouldthenraise
anddevelopanduseasbio-weaponsonyourownkind?
Well,wegaveyouoneforfree,so,whyareyoucomplain-
ing?Youhumansmakeussick—youhaveevil intentions
towardsyourownkindand,whenthingsboomerang,you
blameus.Thousandsofushavebeenslaughteredbypan-
ickypeople.Allwewantistobeleftalonesothatwecan
continuepollinatingyourbananas,durians,andahostof
otherfoodplants. Ifwestopped,youwouldstarve.
DIJ:Butalotof thisresearchisaimedatdeveloping

medicinessowecanmakesickpeoplewell.Thereareso
manymedicinesthatarebasedonanimalpartsandprod-
ucts.Peoplehavebeenusingthesetraditionalmedicines
forthousandsofyears.
Bat:Noneofwhichhavebeenscientificallyprovento

actuallywork.Youpeoplearegoodatrunningsuch
money-makingrackets. It’samazinghowacountry
whichwantstoruletheworldstillbelievesthat“eyeof
newtandtoeof frog,woolofbatandtongueofdog”will
makeyouwell.
(There’sastirassomeotheranimals—amongthem,a

ragged-lookingSiberiantiger,dog,pangolin,dehornedrhino,
andbuffalo—join in.)
Tiger:DoyouknowwhatIam?Afarmedtiger.Have

youeverheardofanythingmoreshameful?Thereare
thousandsofusinso-calledtigerfarms—whereyouhu-
mansintendtokillusanduseourbones,bloodandpri-

vateparts formakingfoulconcoctionswhich,youthink,
will turnyouintoCasanovas.Therearemoreofusincap-
tivityonfarmsthanthereareinthewild.
DIJ:Takeitasacompliment,wehumansthinkyouare

sovirileandmachothatweneedyourbodyparts.
SiberianTiger (growling):Shameonyou!
Pangolin (pipingup):Youmakesoupandwinewith

ourfetusesthinkingit’sgoodforyou.Youreallyaresick.
Dog:Onlyyourspecieswill thinkofeatingwhatyou

callyourbest friend.Asforusingourprivateparts, Iwould
rathernotget intothat—it’s toorevoltingforwords.Why
onearthdowestillwagourtailswhenyougetbackhome
fromwork!
Bear (shamblingin,grunting):Andyoukeepuscaptive

andsuckourbileoutwithsyringes—tomakeyourpre-
cioussocalled-medicines.
Rhino (snorting):Lookatme,sir, just lookatme!My

prideandjoyhasbeenhackedoff!Toyou,ourhornsare
morepreciousthangoldbecauseyoustupidlybelieve
that it, too,will turnyouintoCasanovastuds.Ourhorns
arejustcompressedhair,eatyournails if youwantker-
atin.Areyoureallytheplanet’sso-calledintelligentcrea-
turesorplainimbeciles?
Tiger:Yourspecies,especiallyyourgender,hasama-

jorconfidenceproblem.Howdoyouimpressyourladies
withsuchanattitude?
DIJ:Butyouhavetoadmitthatnotallofusdisrespect

you: inIndia,cowsareconsideredsacredbymillionsand
cowdungandurinearetreatedlikeelixirs.
Buffalo:So,whyaretheremorestarvingcowsroam-

ingthestreetseatingplasticbagsthananywhereelse in
theworld?That’ssomeveneration!
DIJ:Well,whatmessageshouldItakebacktomy

specieswhenIreturntocivilisation?
Animals (inchorus): Just leaveusalonetocontinue

ourworkinkeepingtheplanet inrunningorder!Why
mustyoungmenjumponthebacksofyoungheifers, take
thembythehorns,sotheygoberserk?Whathavethey
donetoyou?Weknowyouuseusformeat—manyofus
alsohunt—butthat isto live.Youharassusforyourenter-
tainment,useusfordiabolical,dubiouspurposes.Be
warned,youdon’tknowquitewhatyou’remeddling
with:thisCOVID-19calamitycouldbejustthetipof the
iceberg.Haven’tyoulostenoughofyourpeopletoit?
Haven’tyousufferedenough?
Bat:Don’tmesswithusanymore.
Animals (inchorus): Just leaveusinpeace!

HIGH AND DRY
If bats stopped pollinating food plants, humans would starve

RANJITLAL

DEARYOU,

Walking in a park in thewinter sun, among
familiessprawledonthelawnsforSundaypic-
nics, I was particularly drawn to a little girl,
maybearoundsevenyearsofage,dancingto
a Bollywood song. Carefree and completely
oblivioustothepeoplearound,theirstaresor
smiles,asiftransportedtoanotherworld,she
swungherhips andswayedherhands,with
eyesclosedandasmileonherlips.
Iwalkedon,butthatsightstayedwithme.

Myinitialdelightandwarmthgraduallygave
way to a sense of unease.Whenwould this
little girl lose this disinhibition and start be-
comingawareoftheconstant“gaze”thatfol-
lowswomen?Whenwould the indulgent
smiles turn into looksof judgement?When
would she start finding her thighs too fat,
voice too loud, spirit toowild?Whenwould
she start checkingwhat she says, how she
says it, measuring her worth through her
bodymeasurements?
Whenwouldself-consciousnesscreepin,

making her suck her cheeks in, tuck in her
tummyor pull and push at different bits of
flesh indespair?Takingselfies, addinga flat-
teringfilterbeforeputtingituponInstagram,
anxiouslywaiting for theworld to acknowl-
edge herworth.Maybe scrolling down and
checking other accountswith Insta-perfect
bodiesandglowingskinswithasinking“I’m
suchafailure”feeling,andslowlyshuttingher-
selfofforstarvingherself.
Manyadultsreadingthismightdismissit

as “girls thesedays!”As if theyare theprob-
lem. I’ve often heardwords like “obsessed
withtheirlooks”,notrealisingthattheprob-
lem actually lies in our society’s constant
judgementofwomen’sbodies.Womenhave
notbeenallowedtoowntheirbodies—there
are strict norms on how “good girls” carry
theirbodies—coverup,kowtow,havemeek
voices and try to be “thin, fair and lovely”.
Socialmediaandthediet,beautyandfitness
industry have exploited itwithminimal re-
gard to the damaging impact on young
womenorcompletedisregardforethics.For

decades, we were
force-fedtheideaofBody
Mass Index (BMI) as a crite-
rion of fitness and obesity only
todiscoverthatallitdidwasfattenthe
weight-loss industry.
Inmyworkwith young girls, I’ve found

that this “gaze” or judgement hounds us
throughthesetactics:
Comparing:Pushingyounggirlstoevalu-

ate their bodies andworth through self-sur-
veillance.A13-year-old toldme, “Every time
Imeetsomeoneorseeapicture
onsocialmedia,the
firstthingIcheckis
if she’s thinner or
fatterthanme.It’sbecome
anautomaticreaction.”
Convincing:Another15-year-oldshared,

“I live24x7withtheshameofbeingsougly”.
Thevoiceof judgementissocompellingthat
it’sdifficult to fight it alone.Whathappens if
all the women in our lives are also going
throughsimilarbattles,andbodyshamingbe-
comes a taken-for-grantedway of relating
withourselvesandeachother?
Concluding:Thetrickiestbitisthatjudge-

mentkeepsusalwaysdissat-
isfiedwithourbodies,aswe
nevermatchup to the toxic
perfect-bodyadvertisingin-
cessantly fed tous and con-
cludeweare“weak”, “lazy”,
“notgoodenough”.
I’m not here to advise

you,weknowthatdoesnot
work. Instead, let’s sit back
andreflectontheworkingsofthisjudgement
andaskafewquestionsofourselves:
—Doyouseehowit isolateseachofus

intolittlecocoonsandmakesusbelievewe
aretheproblem?Doesn’t theproblemlie in
thewaywomen’sbodieshavebeenjudged
andcontrolledovercenturies?
—Doyouthinkit is fair that judgement

(comparing,convincingandjumpingto
conclusions)robsusof joy,confidence,self-
worthandpeaceofmind?

Tora Agarwala

SOMETIMEIN2010,BirubalaRabhathought
shewasgoingtodie.AfloattheBrahmaputra,
with a film crewwhowas interviewing her,
thewoodenboatsuddenlycapsized,throwing
overboard the camera, a crewmember and
Rabha,61atthetime.Gaspingforbreath,she
somehowmanaged to swim to safety. “The
waterwasverydeepandItoldmyself, ‘Okay,
today is the day I am going to die’,” Rabha
chucklesat thememorymorethanadecade
later.“Butthenagain,Ihaveneverbeenafraid
ofdeath.AndthatisprobablywhyImanaged
tolive,”sheadds.
It is this fortitude that has guidedRabha,

Assam’spluckycrusaderagainstwitch-hunt-
ing, througharemarkable life.A life thatwas
honouredwithoneof India’shighestcivilian
awards,thePadmaShri,lastweek.“Ithinkthis
one ismore special than the others,” Rabha
says, at her home inGoalpara district, lined
withmementosofdifferentshapesandsizes.
“I’mgetting double the phone calls I usually
do.ButIamtellingthem,awardsarewelland
good,butthepointisforhumanstohelpother
humans, forustobebraveandunafraid.”
Just like Rabha has been throughher 72

yearsof life. Shewasn’tafraidwhenshetrav-
elled toavillage inMeghalaya, in thedeadof
night,respondingtoacallofawomanaccused
ofbeinga“daini”orwitchbyherneighbours,
shewasn’tafraidwhenamobsurroundedher
with daos (a flat-blade sword) and sticks,
threatening tobeatherupat the entranceof
thevillage,andshewasn’tafraidwhenin2000,
in apublic villagemeetingheld todecide the
fateoffivewomenwhowerebrandedwitches
near Lakhipur inAssam, she stoodupbefore
hundreds andboldly announced: “There are
nowitches,witchcraftdoesnotexist.”
The very next day, hundreds of villagers

surrounded her house, to compel Rabha to
sign a disclaimer that shewaswrong to say
whatshedid,andthat, in fact,dainisdoexist.
ButRabharemainedresolute,refusingtosign
thedocument, andthusbegana lifedevoted
tofightingthemalaiseofwitch-huntinginthe
state.“Afterthatincident,theyostracisedme
and brandedme awitch too, but instead, I

usedthetimetoworktowardseradicatingthe
practice,” she says. Since Rabhawas already
anactivememberofhervillage’slocalMahila
Samiti(women’sself-helpgroup)fightingso-
cial evils like alcoholism and domestic vio-
lence,hernewavatarasavoiceagainstwitch-
huntingcametoherall toonaturally.
“At one point, even I believed that there

was a truth to all this, thatwitches do exist,”
says Rabha,who has studied up till Class V.
“But thenmy son,Dharmeshwar,whohas a
mental problem, fell ill in 1985, and a local
quack said that hewas possessed by a fairy,
andwoulddie in threedays.”Hedidnot. For
Rabha, the incidentwas nothing short of an
awakening.“Irealisedthatinnocentvillagers
werebeingduped,”shesays.
Intheyearsthatfollowed,withtheSamiti’s

support, Rabhawent fromvillage to village
wheneversheheardtherewasacaseofwitch-
hunting. “Raneshwari, Padumi, Anjali,

Sanabala,Lakshmi...,”shereadsoutthenames
of thosesheandher teamhaverehabilitated
overtheyears,a listofaroundahundred.
In Assam,wherewitch-hunting is ram-

pant,mostcausesofwitch-huntmurdersare
primafaciebasedonsuperstitiousbeliefsthat
the“witch”—oftenasinglewoman,awidow,
or,sometimes,aman,too—hasmagicalpow-
ers to bring about death and disease in the
community.Butadeeperdiveintomostofthe
casesshowstheyareusuallyameanstosettle
personalscores—jealousy,propertyconflicts
orfamilialstrife—inthenameofsuperstition.
WhilestateslikeJharkhand,Chhattisgarh,

Bihar, Odisha and Rajasthan have already
criminalised the practice, the AssamWitch
Hunting (Prohibition, Protection and
Prevention)Act,2015cameintoeffectonlyin
2018. Rabha’s work and the organisation
formed in 2011 under her name, Mission
Birubala, played a key role in bringing about

this law. “We began to look at underlying
causes ofwhy these incidents happen,” says
DrNatyabirDas,aGoalpara-basedphysician,
whohas long been associatedwith Rabha’s
work. “Biru baideo (sister), being a villager,
maybea little superstitiousherself, butover
the years, she has understood that the root
causeofall thiscanbetracedbacktothelack
ofeducationandhealthcarefacilities,andthe
general lackofdevelopment,”headds.
Today, in villages across Assam,Mission

Birubala—which is a network of social ac-
tivists,witch-huntsurvivors,lawyers—holds
awarenessmeetings,where Rabha, dressed
inapatani (thetraditionalattireof theRabha
tribe, found across Assam’s Goalpara and
Kamrup districts, and parts of Meghalaya,
WestBengal andBangladesh), hair tiedback
inatightbun,delivers longrousingspeeches
about her life, to the roaring applause of the
crowds. “Shemaybesmallandunassuming,
butwhen she speaks, everyone just listens,”
saysUshaRabha, a close aide. In 2005,Usha
sawaphoto of Rabhadelivering a speech in
thelocalpaper.“Everythingaboutthepicture
wassoinspiringthatIwentseekingher,”says
Usha,55,“NowIamhershadow.”
Together, Usha says, theyhavewalked—

and sometimes run— long hours tomeet
womeninremotevillagesthroughscorching
sunshine and raging thunderstorms, climb-
ing hills, navigating through cemeteries,
swimming across rivulets. “The thing about
heristhatshenevergetstired,”saysUsha,“On
several occasions,wehavemet peoplewho
have threatenedtokillus, brandishingsticks
andknives. ButBirubaideo says, “Katile kaat,
maarilemaar,moinorokhu(killmeifyouhave
to, Iwon’tstop).”
Overtheyears,Rabhahasmaintainedadi-

arywheresherecordstheincidentsofherlife
in case hermemory fails her aheadof an in-
terview. On Thursday,whenwe visited her,
two interviews had already happened, and
thereisanotherinthequeue.Aftertheyleave,
Rabha says shewill feed her chickens, fetch
water, and if there is time, finishweaving a
half-donepajar,atraditionalRabhascarf,she
isworkingon.Andif,inthemidstofit,shegets
acallfromawomanindistress,shewillleave
itall,andrun.

—Doyouthinkit isunjustthattheprob-
lemhasbeenlocatedinwomen’sbodies
ratherthantheproblematicculturalnotions
ofbeauty?
In my collaborative work with young

women,we’ve found three effective steps to
flip the gaze on the judgement and reclaim
ouragency,ourbodies:
Micro acts of resistance: Sanna (name

changed), 21, sharedwith
methatshehadexperienced
intense body-shaming as a
childandnowwascommit-
tedtotakingtinystepsbynot
letting other people’s com-
mentsdefineher.“I’vefound
my own style of dressing
that expressesmy identity,”
she said, adding that itwas

“adailybattlebut I lookatmyself in themir-
ror everymorning and say, ‘I’mhot, I’mgor-
geous, and I’mnot lettinganybodysteal that
awayfromme.’”Shehasinformedherfamily
andfriendsof these“respectfulboundaries”,
andtheyareherbiggestalliesnow.
Documenting these resistances:What

wouldit looklikeifwestartedacounter-cul-
turethatobjectifiesthe“gaze”ratherthanlet
it objectify us?We need to raise our voice,
writeaboutit,makeonlinevideostoquestion

the narrow idea of beauty. Socialmedia is a
double-edgedswordwhere,ontheonehand,
it indoctrinatesconstantpreoccupationwith
perfection,while on theother hand, it’swit-
nessing amovementwherewomen are re-
sistingthisoppressiveideaofbeautybypost-
ingpictureswithunbridled,unfilteredswag.
Solidarity:Self-judgementcanisolateus

into locating the problem in ourselves, but
what ifwerefusedtolet itpitusagainsteach
other?What if we stopped body-shaming
ourselves and each other and committed to
findingbeautyinallshapes,sizesandcolours?
Sannasaidshewilldowhateverittakestoen-
surethather12-year-oldcousindoesn’thave
togothroughwhatshehadtobecause“If Ido
not lookoutforherwhowill?”
Standingupforbodydiversityisnotaper-

sonal battle but an issueof social justice.We
owe it to that little dancing girl andmillions
likeher.Areyouready?

Insolidarity,
Shelja

DrSheljaSen isanarrativetherapist,co-founder,
ChildrenFirst,writer,and, inthiscolumn,she

curatestheknow-howofthechildrenandyoung
peoplesheworkswith.Writetoher
shelja.sen@childrenfirstindia.com

Reclaiming
Our Bodies

In the Dead of Night
The road has been long and hard for Assam’s anti-witch-hunt crusader, Birubala Rabha, recently honoured with the Padma Shri

A letter to young women on
body diversity, body positivity

and social justice

IMAGINE
by Shelja Sen

● ● ●

We need to raise our voice, write
about it, make online videos to

question the narrow idea of beauty
● ● ●
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The Storyteller
Writes
Sai Paranjpye’s memoir is long on
details about her creative life and
short on personal insights

SCENES FROM A SUNNY PLACE
A still from Chashme Buddoor

Rita Kothari

IFYOU’REamoviefanandmeetsomeonewhoun-
derstandsyourreferencestoMissChamko,orwho,
whilepassingaroundacigarette,says, “zaramunh
kadvakarva le”,youknowyoucanbuildsomething

withthatperson.Attheveryleast,anadda. Filmslike
ChashmeBuddoor (1981)andKatha (1983)occupyaspe-
cialplaceforsomeofuswhowerewatchingfilmsinthe
1980s.TheineptNaseeruddinShahfromKathaandthe
bright-eyedDeeptiNavalandFarooqShaikhfrom
ChashmeBuddoor jostledwithsuperstarsandmodified
ourmemoryofcinemaof thatperiod.SaiParanjpye, in
particular,withher(RK)Narayanesquehumour,captured
themiddleclassandits foiblesandgraces inafable-like
form.Thisqualitystemsfromtheverysunnyandcomic
visionof lifeshebroughttotheworldofarts.Thissunni-
nesswarmsbutdoesn’tscorch.HermemoirAPatchwork
Quiltbeckonedwiththepromiseof thiswarmthandnos-

talgia. Iwon’tcallher“pioneer-
ing”and“womandirector”, inor-
dertorespectParanjpye’s
vexationwithsuchlabels.She
writes, “Wherever IgoIamnever
allowedtoforgetthat Iama
womanfilmmaker.Thiscanget
quiteexasperating….Totheeter-
nalquestionthat Iamplagued
with—whatisthemaindisad-
vantageofbeingawomandirec-
tor—myansweris:being
endlesslyharanguedwiththis
veryquestion.”
Thebookhasinterestingtid-

bitsaboutherworkandthepeo-
plesheworked,arguedandlived
with. Itbeginswithaninvocation
toher intrepidmother
Shakuntala,whoactedinV
Shantaram’sKunku (1937)ata
timewhenwomenwere

nowherenearthescreen.Paranjpyeinheritedcultural
capitalandtalentfromherfamilyand, insomesense, the
lifeofamultifacetedartistwasscriptedforherearly.
APatchworkQuilt is theEnglishtranslationofher

MarathimemoirSay:MazaKalapravas (Rajhans
Prakashan,2020),whichgrewoutofherpopularcolumn
‘Saya’ inLoksatta. In it, shedescribedherjourneythrough
the“magical labyrinthof radio, theatre, televisionand
film, likeacarefreegypsy.”Thebook’ssubtitle indicates
that it isnotanautobiography:Paranjpyewritestheauto-
biographyisa“genreof self-revelation”andonethat
makeshersceptical. “Anhonest lifestoryshouldleave
nothingout.Everydetailofa lifewell-livedshouldbe
sharedwiththereader,”shewrites.Findingherselfnot
readytoundertakethis journey,Paranjpyeinstead
choosestodocumenthercreativejourney.
Althoughtheaccountofhergrowthindifferentcre-

ativefields isdetailed, it isa littledisappointing.Theper-
sonaldetails figureinapreciousandcuratedmanner;
hidingbehindthedisclaimerthattheaccount isnotauto-
biographical.Bereftofaninsight intotheself, thedetails
seembanal.Howaboutaskingsomepertinentquestions
aboutthetimesonehaslivedin?DoesParanjpye,given
herlonginnings,believethatart is inbetterhealthnow?
Or, is it lessmeaningful?Doesitdeliveronthepromises it
makes;doesParanjpye’s focusonoptimismobfuscate
thesequestionsevenforher, letalonethereader?The
comicvisionamidstchaosandunexpectedturnsof
eventsmakesthisbookquintessentiallyParanjpye,but its
lackof interiority isbewildering.

RitaKothari isprofessorofEnglishatAshokaUniversity
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DIDYOUknow that you can caramelise
onionsmoreefficientlybysimplyadding
a pinch of baking soda? Or, that when
cooking a recipe that calls for tomato
purée,asachetof tomatoketchup,inad-
ditiontothepurée,willensurethatthefi-
naldishpacksaflavour-jammedwallop?
KrishAshok’sMasalaLab:TheScience

of Indian Cooking is full of such advice
which, if followed, promises to not just
improve the taste of the food you cook,
butalsomakethewholeprocessofcook-
ingmore efficient and rewarding. In his
introduction, Ashok, a Chennai-based
softwareengineer,describeshisbookas
anattemptto“de-exoticiseIndiancook-

ing and view it through the lens of food
science and engineering.” Which, if
you’ve wonderedwhy you should dry
roastwholespicesbeforegrindingthem
orwhykasurimethishouldonlybeadded
when the dish is almost ready, is awel-
come exercise. The book, which should
be in every serious amateur’s library,
breaks down the how-to andwhy-to of
almosteverystepof thecookingprocess
inanIndiankitchen—frommakingper-
fectlyfluffyricetomakingchapatidough
with 100per cent hydration to explain-
inghowdifferentkindsofsaltsshouldbe
used.Along theway, theauthoralsoex-
plodescertainmythsthat, likemostfam-

Secret Sauce
SHELFLIFE

Paromita Chakrabarti

INHERfirstbook,CultureofEncounters
(2016),historianAudreyTruschkehad
exploredthecrucialroleplayedbycul-
tural exchanges between the elites of
theMughal court and the Sanskrit-

speaking populace in establishing the
Mughalswithin the social, political and cul-
tural frameworkof the region. Truschkehad
arguedthat theMughalempire’sdynamism
relied on its ability to embrace awide range
ofculturalinfluences,especiallySanskrit.The
associateprofessorof SouthAsianHistoryat
RutgersUniversity,USA,returnstothistheme
in her third book, The Language of History:
Sanskrit Narratives ofMuslim Pasts, inwhich
she analyses Sanskrit textswritten between
the12thand18thcenturiestonoteanabsence
of anymarked religious animosity between
HindusandMuslimsinthesubcontinent.
Truschke’sviewsareoftenmetwithviru-

lent criticismby right-wing idealogues, that
reached its peakwith thepublicationof her
secondbook,abiographyofMughalemperor
Aurangzeb. In this interview, Truschke, 38,
speaksofexploringtheresilienceofpre-mod-
ernIndiainhernewbookandherrefusaltobe
stymiedbythehatedirectedatherforcounter-
ingpropagandistreadingsofhistoryorforcall-
ingoutIslamophobia,sexismorhuman-rights
violationsaroundtheworld.Excerpts:

Youwrite in theepilogueof yournew
bookthatyourattempt tobroadenthe
scopeofhistorymightbemisconstrued
asa ‘de-emphasison factsandaccuracy’
Howdidyoudecideonthe texts that
youdiscuss?
BeingwritteninSanskritwasaniron-clad

rule for inclusion but communi-
cating accurate political history
wasnot.Asaresult,Idiscusstexts
that play fast and loosewith the
facts (for example, transposing
chronologies),suchassomeofthe
14th-century Jain prabandhas. I
also analyseworks that offer as-
tonishing details of political in-
trigues— and even theMughal
king FarrukhSiyar’smedical his-
tory — such as Lakshmipati’s
twinned early 18th-century his-
tories(Nrpatinitigarbhitavrttaand
Abdullacarita).
Thebookdoesnotclaimtobe

comprehensive,andIsignalinthe
notes a number of texts that I
hope other scholarsmightwork
ongoingforward.

Inpre-modernIndia,Sanskrit
wasthe languageofpower,
but incominglanguage
groupswerealsoacknowledged,
especiallyPersian,withwordsfromit
beingincorporated intoSanskrit.Was
thissymbiosisamatterofpragmatism
forwiderdisseminationof literary

worksorareflectionof the land’s
cosmopolitannature?
TreatmentofPersianlooksdifferentamong

Sanskritintellectualsthanamongothergroups
inpre-modern India. That’s because Sanskrit
thinkers had to contendwith a fairly robust,
time-honouredsetofphilosophicalpositions
thatlimitedthenumberofliterarylanguages.
Thishardlyprovedinsurmountable,butittook
awhile for Sanskrit intellectuals towarmup
to Persian. In the 12th century, for example,

Jayanaka(Kashmiripoet-historian,
composer of thePrthvirajavijaya)
likenedPersiantothecriesofwild
birds. By the 18th century,
Lakshmipati (whosepatronwas
JagacchandraofKumaon,whoop-
erated under the aegis of the
Mughals)playedwithPersian,us-
ingPersianwordsandevenbitsof
PersiangrammarinSanskrit.This
journeyisremarkable.

YouwritethatSanskrit
intellectualsdidnotusethe
religiousterm‘Musalmana’
foraverylongtime,because
theysawIslamicincomersas
justanotheradditiontotheir
socio-politicalset-up.How
importantwasreligious
identityatthetime?
There is a circa 700CEuse of

‘Musalamana’ in Sanskrit,which
allows us tomeaningfully ask:

Whydid hundreds of years pass before this
more religious term was again used in
Sanskrit?Theanswer,simplyput, isthatreli-
gious identitywasnot the one thatmost in-
terested or concerned Sanskrit intellectuals

whowerethinkingaboutIndo-Persianrulers.

YoutracehowMuslimpatronagefor
Hindutempleswasnotuncommon,beit
duringthereignoftheKhiljisorthe
Mughalsorevenearlier, justas
desecrationoftempleswasnota
uniquelyIslamictraiteither. Is itthe
burdenofcolonialscholarshipthatthe
ideaofthedesecrationoftemplesrelates
toIslamicrulersinpopularimagination?
Howdoesonecounterthisideological
readingofthepast?
There is a colonial history of misunder-

standingtempledesecrationthathasbeenen-
hancedbycertaintrendsinindependentIndia.
Inrecentdecades,abandofHindunationalist
groups,whofollowtheideologyofHindutva,
havefuelledhatredofMuslims, includingby
maligning their imagined past deeds. This

mythologyisnotjustacolonialhangover.Itis
a critical part of India’s present, and Indian
groupsareresponsibleforthisnexusof intol-
eranceandbigotry.Asahistorian,myresponse
is tomeet this prejudicewith knowledge.
Alongsidemanycolleagues,Iresearchrealas-
pects of Indian history and communicate
themtoanyonewillingtolisten.

Whilenotingtracesof theideaof
Kashmiriyat—thenotionofan
indigenous,syncreticKashmirisociety—
inalongtraditionofSanskritwriting
fromtheregion,youalsocautionagainst
examiningitspresentpoliticsthrough
thelensof theregion’spre-modernpast.
Couldyouelaborate?
Kashmiriyatisalovelyidea,butitshistoric-

ityisanothermatter,asIindicateinthebook.
ScholarshiponKashmirhasbeenhampered
in recentyearsby theongoingconflict in the
region.Ilookforwardtoallinvolvedactorsre-
specting international agreements, halting
human-rights violations, and allowing
Kashmiris to use their inherent right of self-
determination.

AtthetimeofwritingAurangzeb:The
ManandtheMyth (2017,AllenLane),you
writethatyou’dbeenlegallycounselled
tonotventureintowritingaboutShivaji.
Youhavetakenitupinthisbook,
exploringwhatledtoShivaji’s
investmentinprojectingaKshatriya
identityforhimself.Whywasthiscritical
forhispoliticalcareer?Asahistorian,
howurgentis it foryoutoaddress
revisionisttendencies?
Shivaji was aman of his times, and he

caredalotaboutcasteandclass.Iknowthisis
asensitivesubject for sometoday,but that is
amodern,notahistorical,problem.Itrytore-
cover history as accurately as possible, and I
willpublishasmuchofitaspermittedwithin
thelegalandpracticalrestraintsofIndia’santi-
freespeechlawsandauthoritarianturn.Ihave
never and Iwill never changemyhistorical
opinioninthefaceofpublicpressure.

Howdoyoucopewiththeabuseonline?
Withsomedifficulties,asanyonemightex-

perience,butoverwhelminglywithconviction
thatIamdoingmyjobethicallyandtothebest
ofmyabilities. Ihavenevergiven intobullies
orignorance,andIamnotabouttostart.

Anoldinterviewofyours, inwhichyou
speakoftheharshnessof thecolonial
reimaginingofAurangzebasareligious
bigot,keepsreappearingonline,drawing
flak.Doyouthinkyoucaneverleave
Aurangzebcompletelyinyourpast?
Soonerorlater,anewhistorianwillwritea

biography of Aurangzeb to supplantmine.
Manyofuslookforwardtothatday,perhaps,for
different reasons. In themeantime, themost
recent, bestworkonAurangzeb isbyRichard
MEatoninhisIndiainthePersianateAge:1000-
1765 (2019,AllenLane),which is amust-read
forallthoseinterestedinIndianhistory.

Brave Old World
Historian Audrey Truschke on why religious identity was never of primary importance in

pre-modern India and countering ideological readings of the past with facts
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SCIENCEOF
INDIANCOOKING
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ilyrecipes,havebeenhandeddownfrom
generation to generation— such as the
idea that the number of whistles in a
pressure cooker reliably indicate how
well-cookedthefoodinsideisorthatan
over-salteddishcanbesalvagedbydrop-
ping inaball of dough.
Thebest section is ‘Burn theRecipe’,

where the author puts together all the
knowledgedispensedsofar tocreatean
algorithmicapproachtoalmostanydish
that the reader might want to make
and/or improvise — from simple chut-
neys and raitas to more complex rice
dishes and gravies. The Kerala chicken
curry youmake using Ashok’s Indian
Gravy Algorithmmay not be authentic,
but itwill help youunderstandwhy it’s
different from a Chettinadu or Punjabi

chickencurry. This, honestly, is thekind
of insight that can transform cooking
fromachore toa joy.
Thisbookissopackedwith informa-

tion that it’s best read as needed, or you
riskbeingoverwhelmed.Forexample, if
you’replanningtomakechanamasalafor
lunchtomorrow,gotothesectionwhere
he explains how to get soft, perfectly-
cookedchickpeaswitha littlebitof bak-
ingsodaandwhyaddingateabagtothe
chickpeas is a good idea. If you’re plan-
ning idlis forbreakfastoneday,go to the
sectionwhereheoutlinestheprocessfor
makingidlibatterfromscratch.Ofcourse,
ifyou’resimplycuriousaboutthescience
of cooking, readthebook,covertocover,
inonego. Itwill stillbeveryrewarding.

POOJA PILLAI

Rajendra Chenni

SLBHYRAPPA,authorof24novelsandseveral
non-fictionalworks,withprobablythelargest
readership of all livingKannadawriters, is a
controversial figure.MainstreamKannada
criticismhasbeendisapprovingoftheautho-
rialmanipulations,reinforcedculturalstereo-
types and the conservative brahminical ide-
ology in his fiction. In the last two decades,
Bhyrappa has published novels which are
badly-writtenideologicaltractswiththemes
in consonancewith the right-wing agenda.
Kavalu(2010)isamisogynisticattackonfem-
inismandAavarana(2007)isacommunalised
narrativeof Indianhistory.Saartha (1998)al-
legesthatBuddhismenervatedHinduvalour
and,thus,madeIndiavulnerabletoforeignin-
vaders.However,he isalso anenigmatic fig-
urebecause,inhisfive-decade-oldliteraryca-
reer,hehasalsoproducedsomeof the finest
writing in Kannada fiction. Gruhabhanga
(1970),Vamshavriksha(1965)andParva(1979)
are testimonytoBhyrappa’sgreattalent.

UttaraKaanda (2017), recently translated
into English by Rashmi Terdal, is one of the
mostsignificantnovelsinKannada.Apower-
ful narrative which demythologises the
Ramayana, it deconstructs the epic fromthe
perspectiveofSita.Inthislongsoliloquy,punc-
tuated by other voices, a reflective Sita nar-
ratesher lifewithRama.Afoundling,discov-
ered by the king Janaka in a furrowwhile
levelling the ground for a sacrifice, she is
markedbyadeepsenseof separatenessand
solitude. The greatest influence on her has

beenher“Appa”Janaka,whoeducatesherin
dharma and the philosophical systems. But
her destiny had other plans. Fewwomen
couldhavesurvived,unscathed,whatsheex-
perienced:marriage to Rama—which took
placeowingtohisresolutedefenceofdharma
in the faceofDasharatha’soppositiononthe
groundsthatSitaisafoundlingofanunknown
caste— a 14-year-long exile, abduction by
Ravana, war, and public humiliationwhen
Rama cast doubt on her chastity twice. Sita
meditates on the ambivalence in human re-
lationships andwonderswhat happened to
theRamawhowouldcombherhairwithten-
der,almostmaternal,love,protectherthrough
thehardships of exile and teachher dharma
byexample?Didhedoallthatonlybecauseof
hisadherencetodharma,whichshenowsees
as rigid andabstract. In the last sections, un-
equalledinintensityandtransparencyoflan-
guage,Sitaconcludesthat thepresentRama,
kingofAyodhya, isnottheRamasheloved.
Inthisboldretelling,Sitarefusestositwith

Ramaashiswifetoconcludetheashvamedha
sacrifice and,whenhe dies, refuses to go to

When Sita Speaks

Ayodhyaforthe10th-dayrituals. Shehasre-
alisedthat,bornofmotherearth,shecanonly
be happy tilling land and leading a farmer’s
life. She askwhether this is because of her
abandonmentbyRama.Thenovelconvinces

the reader this is not bitterness but a higher
formofvishadayoga,deepcontemplationon
theunresolvableambivalenceoflife. Dressed
asabride,thenow-widowedSitagoestoeter-
nalsleepinafurrowofthelandshehadbeen
tilling,saying,“Inmyendismybeginning.”
The strength of the novel is theway in

which Bhyrappa rewrites the epic as an
earthly talewhich could behappening next
door.HehaddoneitwiththeMahabharatain
Parva, and, inUttara Kaanda,hemoves close
to the spirit of the Ramayanawhich is, first
and foremost, a kaavya (poem) and not a
dharmictext,asanothergreatKannadawriter,
Masti Venkatesha Iyengar, had forcefully ar-
gued. Fleshingout thenovel areoriginal and
distinctiverecreationsofUrmila,Lakshmana
andValmiki,aswellasahostofcharacterslike
Sukeshi,AhalyaandShabari.
The excellent translation by Terdal suc-

ceeds in staying close to the rhythmsof the
everyday speech employed by Bhyrappa to
demythologise the Ramayana. She has also
retainedthenarrativepowerof theoriginal.
It isafineadditiontothehostof Indianliter-
aryworkswhich explore the ‘Uttarakanda’
part of the Ramayanawhich, scholars say,
wasnotbyValmikibuta later interpolation.
In Indian literature, interpolations seem to
provokemore original recreations than the
original texts.

RajendraChenniis awriterandactivistandformer
professorofEnglish

A new translation of the powerful Kannada novel Uttara Kaanda
retains the force and rhythm of the original
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Sunday January31
Confusionregardingchildrenandyounger
relationsshouldbeclearedupwithalittle
extraattentiontodetail. If there’soneitem
ofvaluableadvice,it islistentothefacts,

Monday February1
Prosperous stars lie ahead. There’ll be
nobody as skilled as you at making a
profitable investment. Atwork, you have
thebestideas,andifcolleaguesfailtolisten,
that’stheirproblem.

Tuesday February2
You’reacombinationofgreatvulnerability
and fiery confidence. That’s a recipe for
successifyoucanpromoteyourowngoals
and ambitions with sensitivity and an
awarenessofwhat familymembersneed.

Wednesday February3
It hasn’t been easy over the past year, but
nobody can deny that you’ve gained in
statureafterallyou’vebeenthrough.You’ll
soonknowthatthefutureismuchbrighter.

Thursday February4
There’smuchgoingonbehind the scenes,
and you’ll be keeping secrets frompeople
whooughttoknowwhat’sgoingon.Bothat
work and at home, be fair with all.

Friday February5
Dynamicaspectsover thenext fewweeks
set thesceneforamomentofopportunity
and growth in six months time. When
generousoffersarrive,respondgraciously.

Saturday February6
Mercury’s relationshipwith Neptune is
inspired and romantic, but could be
confused. Before you get too muddled,
friendsmightjustmeanwhattheysay.

If it’s your
Birthday

18 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS,JANUARY31,2021CALENDAR

S
U
D
O
K
U
4
3
6
9

DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Wisdomisoftentimesnearerwhenwe___thanwhenwe__.-WilliamWordsworth(5,.,4)

SOLUTION:OPERA,WHOOP,STOOGE,PASTRY
Answer:Wisdomisoftentimesnearerwhenwestoopthanwhenwesoar.
-WilliamWordsworth

EPAOR EGOOST

HPWOO ARTYPS

JUMBLEDWORDS

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Mars,yourruling
planet, isstilloffering
yousolidsupport,
evenif it isalittle

over-emotional.Yourenergy
maythereforeswingfromone
extremetoanother,yetalways
thegeneralmovementwillbein
apositive, forwarddirection.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Current
communication
difficultieswillbe
easedbythe

relationshipofMercurytoyour
sign,whichishelpingyouto
thinkclearly.MarsandSaturn,
ontheotherhand,aresending
youchallengingpatterns,
indicatingthatyoumusttakea
moreflexibleattitude,
abandoningsomeof the
yourexpectations..

GEMINI(May22-June21)
Mercury,yourruling
planet, isbehaving
itself foronce.Mind
you,youmighthave

toresignyourself tothefactthat
partnerscoulddisagreewith
you,andmayevendeclineto
offeryouthesupportthatyou
believeyoudeserve.Fromyour
pointofview,it’sbestto
listencarefully.

CANCER(June22-July23)
Althoughyour
personalprospects
arestill lookinggood,
andyouarebusier

thanusual,seethisasaperiodof
caution;atimetopushahead
withyourownplansas
conscientiouslyaspossibleand
torespectthefactthat
colleagueshavetheirownideas
whichareeverybitasvalid
asyours.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Youhaveanatural
tendencytoover-
dramatisesituations,
nevermoresothan

whenanemotionalplanetsuch
asVenusiscreatingtensionand
raisingthepassionate
temperature.Dealwithpersonal
problemscorrectlyandthe
comingperiodwillbeatimeto
rejoiceinthecompanyofyour
familyandfriends.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Judgingfromyour
solarchart, itseems
unlikelythatamajor
upheaval isonthe

way. Instead,you’llbepresented
withaseriesofopportunitiesto
breathefreshair intosituations
whichyouhavesometimes
foundrestrictive.Partnersmust
allowyoutofindyourownway
andtravel inadirectionwhich
suitsyou.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Thegroupofplanets
whichwillbealigned
withyoursignover
thecomingmonths

isurgingyoutomake
fundamentalreformsinyour
wholelife.However,your
experience,wisdomand
maturitymeanthat, inthe
future,youwillhavemuch
greatercontroloverthefinal
outcomeofyouractions.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Thisweekisnot
exactlysettobea
timeofpeaceand
quiet,at leastnotas

farasthecelestialspheresare
concerned.Youhaveeverything
goingforyou,yetsomewhere
alongthelineit looksasifyou
mightmakeablunder,perhaps
betrayingaconfidenceor
revealingsecretplans.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec23)
Marsisstill the
critical factor,driving
youforwardwithits
relentlesspower.Yet

possiblyyourmajorperiodis
mid-weekwhenyourfinancial
fantasieswillcollidewiththe
realworld.Hopefully, theresult
willbeaprofit!Youmayhaveto
travel insearchofsocialor
romanticfulfilment.

CAPRICORN(Dec.23-Jan.20)
Solarpatternsbring
tomindtheancient
proverbto theeffect
that, if youthinkyou

areconfused,youshouldn’t
worrybecause thenextperson
isprobablymuchmore
muddledthanyouare. In fact,
this isaperiodof supreme
inspiration, sodreamyour
dreams,andseewhereyour
imagination leads.

AQUARIUS(Jan.21-Feb.19)
Youshouldfollow
yourrulingplanet’s
down-to-earth
dispositionby

makingmoreeffortto
implementyourplans.Too
often,youhavehadideaswhich
canonlybedescribedas
brilliant,buthavelackedthewill
ortheabilitytoputtheminto
practice.Nowisthetimeto
changeforthebetter.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Mars is stillmaking
itsprolonged
passagethrough
sensitiveregionsof

yourchart, forcingyouto face
uptoyourattitudetowork,
careerquestionsand
adventurousambitions. Itdoes
lookas if someof yourhopes
havebeenrealistic justas long
asyouarepreparedto learn
fromcircumstances.

YOURWEEKAHEADBRIDGE

West led the ten of hearts. Notwishing towin the ace and let themhave
twohearttricksattheir leisure,Southplayedlow,allowingEasttowinwith
thequeen.Backcamethetenofdiamonds. IsEastgivingyouanearlybirth-
daypresent? What isyourplan?

NORTH
♠ Q872
❤J2
♦ 1094
♣Q865
SOUTH
♠ AJ10964
❤Q105
♦ AKJ7
♣

NORTH
♠ AK92
❤ A73
♦ Q864
♣A9

SOUTH (YOU)
♠ QJ873
❤J52
♦ A3
♣Q64

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1NT 2H 3S
Pass 4H dbl 4S
Pass Pass Pass

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2306
QUICKCLUES
ACROSS
6. Suggestsorgivesacue?
(7)

7. Extreme(5)
9. Meansofmovingwater (4)
10. Faltering, founderingorwavering
(10)

11. Disparage(8)
13. Demandorassert
(6)

15. Double reed(4)
17. Labeldifferently (5)
18. Drumbeat (4)
19. (Degree) fromCambridge(abbr.
(6)

20. Byahair’sbreadth, inaway?(8)
23. Paralysisof both lower limbs(10)
26. From(2,2)
27. Nonsense (5)
28. Mauve flowers (7)
DOWN
1. Tribute (10)
2. Outcome(6)
3. UnitedStates InformationService,
acronym?(4)
4. Fullof activity (8)
5. Coupd’-___ :changeofGovt.
(4)

6. Shortbreak(5)
8. Memory loss (7)
12. Popsinger ___ John(5)
14. Stifled (10)
16. Brazenlyobvious (7)
17. Revolted(8)
21. Logic (6)
22. Vandalizesor robs (5)
24. Musical solo (4)
25. Handover (4)
CRYPTICCLUES
ACROSS
6. Average life spaninselfish times?
(4,3)

7. Loftyoperator responsible forBlair
beingwithoutone-to-one(3,2)

9. Toomuchchlorine in this lumpof
dirt? (4)

10. Comicrepresentation
countenancedbyKatisha(10)

11. Mayfindwhat’swrongwith
instrument (8)

13. Theseassetsareavailable:51old
Englishpounds (6)

15. Rulerof someterriblecontrivance
(4)

17. Thegunwehid inside fellout
(5)

18. Debt instruments foundin
piousness (4)

19. Heard it’shighlyvaluedsogot to

workwitha jemmy(6)
20. Supporterof publicenlightenment
(8)

23. It’swonderfulbeinggodlike (10)
26. Apresage forme:nogoingback
outside! (4)

27. Bringbacksinto thenorthand
becomeenergetic (5)

28. Practical joke-enoughto landyou
in forastretch(3-4)

DOWN
1. Theyenablesupporters torise
abovethehead(10)

2. Cowboydevelopingacough(6)
3. Somepeopleappearallergic to
suchfruit (4)

4. SpottedAmericanfilmstar ina
toboggan(8)

5. Getneedling inabigway(4)
6. Thetoastof formeropera-goers (5)
8. Composer lesscurtailedaboutskill
(7)

12. Stairpost inveryrecentSpanish
article (5)

14. Moneyyoudon’tget fornothing?
(4,3,3)

16. Rivalorganisationtakingover
tradeunion inallbutname(7)

17. Birdanewspapermanhas to
quieten inarow(8)

21. Copewithahorsecapturedby
myself (6)

22. Onemightpaytohave itout
(5)

24. Grudgethebetter-off fortuned(4)
25. Drinkbrought inaround(4)

QUICKCLUESAcross:6Dribble,7
Planner,9Skein,10Enunciate,11
Replica,13Ethane,15Paraphernalia,19
Apiary,20Nouveau,23Fireproof,24
Wharf,26Rustles,27Systole.Down:1
Dice,2Ubangi,3Telepathy,4Calcutta,
5Oneatatime,6Desire,7Pour,8
Reeked,12Plagiarism,14Transfuse,16
Abruptly,17Payfor,18Ruffle,21
Unwise,22Dots,25Anon.CRYPTIC
CLUESAcross:6Gnocchi,7Plunger,9
Inkle,10King’sHead,11Refusal,13
Instil,15Safety-matches,19Ingear,20
Kindled,23Lookahead,24Genie,26
Dangled,27Whippet.Down:1Monk,2
Ockers,3PinkFloyd,4Subsonic,5A
greatdeal,6Goitre,7Pant,8Riddle,12
Flatground,14Backsdown,16
Erasable,17Billed,18Advent,21
Noggin,22Tend,25Nape.

Solutionsto2305

Southplaysin5Safteracompetitivesequence. Southwasalittleoptimisticwith
his5Sbidbutinfairness,Northshouldhavedoubled5C. Thatwouldhavegone
downtwoorthreetricks.
Southgot the leadof the jackofclubs,whichhe ruffed. With twoheart losers
andpotentiallosersinspadesanddiamonds,Southwasnotabigfavourite. The
bidding, however, hadbeen informative. South founda linebasedon thebid-
dingthattoldhimthatEasthadthehighcardpointsandWesthadtheclubs.
Obviously,Southmightdecidetolaydowntheaceofspadesinsearchofasin-
gletonking. Thatisagainsttheodds. Probably,finessingforthekingofspades
isabetteridea.AssumingSouthisgoingtodothat,howshouldheplaythehand?
TheWestHand:S-3H-8643 D-86C-KJ10742
TheEastHand:S-K5 H-AK97 D-Q532C-A93
Southneedstogettodummy. Onewayistoruffaheart. Anotherwayistoset
up aheart trick and todiscard one of dummy's diamonds. Thatwill let South
ruffadiamondtodummy.Sois itheartsfirst?
Itis. Leadahearttothejack. Eastwillwinandwillreturntheaceofclubs,which
South ruffs. Continuehearts, losingthis trick toEast,whocontinueswithan-
otherclub. Youruffandcashthetopheart. Dummy'sdiamondgoesonthistrick
andnowyoudonothaveanydiamondlosers.
Followingtheoriginalplan,Southplays theaceandkingofdiamonds. IfWest
ruffs in, theplanfallsapart.Doyouthinkthere isanychancethatWestwill ruff
theseconddiamond? Howoftenwill thathappen?
Virtuallynever. WhateverWesthas inclubs, theycannothavebeenoverlyat-
tractive. Ifhehadasingletondiamondhewouldhavebeenhappierleadingthat.
BRIDGETIP: Players leadsingletonsall toooftenas it is. If someonemakesa
boring lead,hedoesnotratetohaveasingleton.
GiventhatWestdoesnothaveasingletondiamond,youcanruffadiamond in
dummy. Thiswillsucceedalmostallofthetime. Whenyougettodummywith
adiamondruffyoucantakethespadefinesse,making5SwhenEasthastheking.
West's5Cbid. HeexpectedthatSouthcouldmake4Sandhis5Cbidwasan
effort to either escape for a small penalty or to pushSouth to5S. Thiswas a
goodbidbyWest.
Dealer:North,Vulnerable:NorthSouth

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1S
Pass 2S dbl 4S
5C Pass Pass 5S
Pass Pass Pass

Dealer:South,Vulnerable:NorthSouth

SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LTD.

TSSPDCL intends to float tenders for procurement of (a) 8 Mtrs PSCC poles (Medak Circle), (b) Gl wire 4
mm, (c) Gl stay wire 7/3.15mm (d) Gl stay wire 7/2.5 mm, (e) 11KV 20/5A CTPT Sets of 0.2S (f) 11KV
40/5ACTPT Sets of 0.2S (g) 3-Ph 63 KVADTRs with BIS Level-3 (h) 3Ph 100KVA DTRs with BIS Level-3
(i) 10Cx2.5 sq.mm CC Cable (j) New T/F Oil (Type-ll) on e-procurement platform AND e-Auction for
Survey reported (a) scrapped vehicles, (b) 21 Nos. PTR scrap.

For further details of each item above, please visit www.tssouthernpower.com,
www.tender.telangana.aov.in and www.auction.telangana.gov.in. Phone:040-23431319, 1033,
1035, 1026,1448. Sd/-(K.NARASIMHA SWAMY)

CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&MM)R.O. No.:1415-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2020-21

e-Procurement Tender Notice

A. IFT.NO.MD/PUR/ E-Proc T-179/2020-21 Date:15-01-2021

Mother Dairy, a unit of KMF Bangalore is inviting E-Tenders
for Supply of following items to Mother Dairy,B.lore

I. Supply on One Time Basis: 1) 10kg Tins for Packing Whole
Milk Powder - 80,800 Nos 2) 7 Ply Corrugated Boxes
for Packing 10kg WMP Tins with Upper & Lower, Middle
Partitions -40,400 Nos 3) Soldering of 10Kg WMP Tins
(Material+Labour) Job Work- 1 Job Pre-bid Meeting for Supply
of Tins on03-02-2021 at 11.00 amat Mother Dairy Board Room.

I.Supply on One Time Basis:1) Personal Computers (on buy
back policy)-30 Nos. The manufacturers, dealers or interested
eligible tenderers are requested to participate on-line only.

For further details, Tender documents can be downloaded
from the website https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in from
28-01-2021 and submitted on or before 11-02-2021 upto
17.00hrs. Sd/- Director,

Mother Dairy

B. IFT.NO.MD/PUR/ E-Proc T-166 Call-2/2020-21 Date:22-01-2021

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
E-NIT S. NO: 104/PHEP of 2020-21

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) are invited on Turn Key basis with operation & maintenance for a period of Three Years which includes DLP of one year from reputed and
resourceful contractors /Firms/companies/joint venture of repute in PWD or Equivalent in CPWD/Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on the Procurement web portal http://jkten-
ders.gov.in for the subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the Chief Engineer, Kashmir Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Srinagar and as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms
and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No:- 25 double are accepted. The detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-procurement portal http://jktenders.gov.in. The
cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should be in the shape of e-Challan or Treasury Challan/Receipt in favour Executive Engineer PHE Division Pulwama.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, JSD (PHE) Div, Pulwama,

Head of Account : - Languishing Programme (JKIDFC) Position of funds : - Available

The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement

Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in” as per schedule of dates given below:-

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Cost of Earnest Time of Tender Class of
No. Cost Tender Money Comple- Opening Contract

Document Deposit tion Authority

1 Composite Tender for (Seven No. Water Supply Schemes) under Languishing Programme including operation
& maintenance for a period of 3 years which includes 12 months DLP:-
1- Design, construction, successful testing and commissioning of 0.50 lac gallons capacity RCC Over Head Tank includ-

ing Construction of 1 no sluice chamber and providing and laying of G.I/D.I pipes for WSS Bhatnoor (LUP 2398)
2- Design, construction, successful testing and commissioning of 0.70 lac gallons capacity RCC Over Head Tank

including Construction of 1 no sluice chamber, pump operator quarter, Chowkidar quarter and providing and lay-
ing of G.I/D.I pipes including Supply, installation, testing and commissioning of various Electro-Mechanical
Equipments for WSS Khillen-Gund-i-Musa (LUP 2405)

3- Design, construction, successful testing and commissioning of 0.50 lac gallons capacity RCC Over Head, 0.22
MGD Rapid Sand Filtration Plant Tank including Construction of 2 no sluice chambers, double storied pump oper-
ator quarter and providing and laying of G.I/D.I pipes for WSS Pahoo (LUP 2407)

4- Design, construction, successful testing and commissioning of 0.22 MGD Rapid Sand Filtration lac gallons
capacity RCC Over Head Tank including Construction of 2 no sluice chambers, Nallah training works,
Development of premises, approach road PST , 0.30 Lac gallons capacity Clear Water Sump ,pump house, face
lifting and providing and laying of G.I/D.I pipes for WSS Narwah (LUP 2406)

5- Design, construction, successful testing and commissioning of 0.50 lac gallons capacity RCC Over Head Tank includ-
ing Construction of 1 no sluice chamber and providing and laying of G.I/D.I pipes including Supply, installation, testing
and commissioning of various Electro-Mechanical Equipments for WSS Niloora Pachlipora (LUP 2400)

6- Design, construction, successful testing and commissioning of 0.70 lac gallons capacity RCC Over Head Tank
including Construction of 2.no sluice chamber, chain link fencing, pump house , Chowkidar quarter , leveling
dressing and providing and laying of G.I/D.I pipes for WSS Pulwama Town (Thaman) (LUP 2392)

7- Design, construction, successful testing and commissioning of 0.70 lac gallons capacity RCC Over Head Tank
including Construction of chain link fencing around structures, providing laying of different dias of pipes, construc-
tion of sluice chamber, pump house, chowkidar quarter and levelling and dressing including Supply, installation,
testing and commissioning of various Electro-Mechanical Equipments for WSS Kisrigam (LUP 2399)

No: -PHEP/ 5889-99
Dated:- 29-01-2021

S. No. Description Date

DD MM YYYY Time

1 Publishing date of NIT 29 01 2021 1600 Hrs.

2 Download start date 29 01 2021 1600 Hrs.

3 Pre-Bid Meeting (in the office of Chief Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department Srinagar 06 02 2021 1100 Hrs.

4 Last date of submission of bid queries 15 02 2021 1400 Hrs.

5 Bid submission start date 29 01 2021 1600 Hrs.

6 Bid submission end date 27 02 2021 1600 Hrs.

7 Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 01 03 2021 1000 Hrs.

`
1644.37

lacs

`11000/-
(Favoring
Executive
Engineer

PHE
Division
Pulwama
under MH

0215)

Bid
Security
Declara

tion
as

specified

24
months

Chief
Engineer,
Kashmir
Jal Shakti

(PHE)
Depart-
ment,

Srinagar

“A” Class -
Reputed and
resourceful
contractors/

Firms/Compani
es/Joint Venture

of repute in
PWD or

Equivalent in
CPWD/

Railways and
other state

Governments.

(PHE DIVISION, PULWAMA (JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT)
email: xenphepulwama@gmail.com

DIPK-12314/20

New Delhi
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SPORT
SHAH ISACCPREZ
BCCI secretary Jay Shah was unanimously
elected as the President of the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC) on Saturday.The 32-year-old
replaces Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
chief Najmul Hasan Papon. PTI19

NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

ONE OF PT Usha's earliest dreads was the
thought of reaching late for coach OM
Nambiar's training session at 6 am. An old-
school coach and a stickler for discipline,
UshacameunderNambiar'swingswhenshe
joined the hostel of the Sports Division in
Kannur as a Class 8 student. "If anyone
reachedat6:05am,theywouldbepunished.
Youhadto runwithyourpairof spikesheld
over your head around the ground. I had to
run like thatonceor twice justafter I joined
thehostel, butnotafter that,"Usharecalls.
Toreachontime,itwascrucialtowakeup

by 4:45 amat least. The hostel had just two
toilets and three bathrooms for 80 trainees.
A long bathroomqueuewas not an excuse
the retired air force sergeant-turned-coach
wouldaccept."Iwouldgetupreallyearlyand
standinthequeue.AttimesIwouldtellsome-
onetoholdmyplaceinthequeueandhavea
quickshuteyebeforemyturn,"Ushasays.
The police ground, in themiddle of the

city,didnothaveanystructuresblockingthe
view."Ifyouwerepunishedthewholetown
literallyknewabout it,"Ushasays.

CoachNambiarwasataskmasterbutalso
incentivised training. "Whoever did the
warm-updrills thebestwouldgeta toffee. I
amtheonewhogot themost toffees,"Usha
saysoftheearlydaysofthesuccessfulcoach-
athlete partnershipwhichbegan in the late
1970s. A fourth-place finish at the Los
AngelesGamesandmultiplemedalswonby
Usha at the Asian Games and Asian
Championships earned her themoniker of
GoldenGirl.Nambiar,hercoach,mentorand
constantshadowbecameahouseholdname
in the1980s.
Earlier thisweekNambiarwasnamedas

aPadmaShriwinner.At89,heissufferingfor
Parkinsons, rarelygetsoff thebedandneeds
assistancetowalk."Whenheheardaboutbe-
ing awarded the Padma Shri he was very
happy.Hefeltheshouldhavereceiveditear-
lier,butbetterlatethannever,"Sureshhisson
says. Nambiarwon't be able to travel for the
award ceremony, Suresh confirms. "Haven't
thoughtaboutityet.Maybeafamilymember
will have to representhim. Theonly timehe
leavesthehouseis foramedicalcheck-up."
OnMonday,hoursbeforethelistofaward

winnerswasofficiallyannounced,Ushahad
visited her coach. "Wehad gone for the en-
gagement of my husband's niece. It took

place close to Nambiar sir's house. So I
dropped in. He insisted that I have a cup of
tea,"Usha says. "Whenever Imeethima lot
ofmemoriescomefloodingback."
In the 80s, the support systemwasn't

greatsoNambiarhadtowearmanyhats,one
of thembeing anutritionist.When training
at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New
Delhi, Nambiar hit it off with thewrestling
squad."Wrestlerswerebigintobadammilk.
Hewould always get a glass forme. After a
pointthewrestlerswouldkeepbadammilk
forme,"Ushasays.
It was Nambiar who asked Usha, a

pescatarian to start consuming eggs and
adopt a non-vegetarian diet. At first, Usha
found it hard because she didn't like the
smell of eggs. But as 'sir' was insisting, she
knewitwouldonlybenefitherontrackand
during training.
"I was a vegetarianwhowould eat fish.

Inthesportshostel,Iwouldnoteattheboiled
egg andwould store it away inmy bag. But
eventually, Nambiar sir found out and gave
meayelling.Thereweresomanyeggsinmy
bag and they started smelling," Usha says.
Overtheyears,Ushagotusedtotheegg-flip
- raw eggmixed in a glass of hotmilk and
stirred till it froths -which Nambiarwould

makeforhereveryotherday. "Iwouldclose
mynostrilswithmy fingers anddrink it. As
Nambiar sirwasgiving it tome Idrank it."
By the early 1980s, Usha knew she

neededNambiarbyherside.Theconceptof
a personal coachwas unheard of in India,
Usha says. Once an athletewas part of the
Indian team, coaches at the national camp
tookover.Ushawasadamant to change the
system. She first tried to convince athletics
federationofficials,butwhenthatfailedshe
went to the sports ministry. Finally, she
knockedonthedoorofprimeministerIndira
Gandhi. "Theprimeministerwasnot inher
officebut ImetPCAlexander(principalsec-
retary) and told himwhy it was crucial for
Nambiarsirtotravelwithme.MrAlexander
said, 'don'tworry, itwill bedone'."

Decision to target hurdles
This was around the timeNambiar had

proposed the idea of Usha focussing on the
400metreshurdlesforthe1984LosAngeles
Olympics whichwas a year away. It was a
smartmove by the coach as the eventwas
relatively new and was to be part of the
Olympics for the first time. Usha was still
smartingfrombaggingonlythesilver inthe
100mand200mattheAsiadinDelhiandthe
coachwaskeentochallengehisward.
TheAsianTrackandFieldmeet inKuwait

iswhereNambiar testedUsha's potential by
makingher run in the 400metres. Shewon

thegoldatKuwaitCity,whichmadeNambiar
confident of being on the right track.
"NambiarsirtoldmeIhaveagoodstridepat-
ternandhesaidIhavethepotentialtobecome
atop400metrehurdlesrunner,"Ushasays.
Howthe tilt atOlympic gloryended ina

heart-breaking fourth place finish at Los
Angeles has been retold over the years. In
Usha's latest retelling her coachwas incon-
solable. "At first when they announced the
top-threefinishersmynamewasthird.Then
theystartedgoingthroughtheslow-motion
camera for half an hour. I was in the dope
roomwhenitwasofficiallyannouncedthat
theRomaniancamethird.Nambiarsirbroke
down. Hewouldn't stop crying. I was hurt-
ing inside,but Ididn'twantmycoach tosee
it. So I heldmyself together and consoled
him. 'Don'tworrywewillwinamedalatthe
nextOlympics' I toldhim."
Usha and Nambiar minted medals in

Asia, but the Olympicmedal remained an
unfulfilled dream. 'A great regret' is what
bothhavecalled it.
She is full of gratitude though as her

coachisbeingbestowedaprestigiousaward.
“WithoutNambiarsir'sguidanceIwouldnot
havebeenable to achievewhat I did for the
country."

Egg-flip and a strong brew of discipline: How coach Nambiar groomed Usha

PTUshaduringatrainingsessionwith
coachOMNambiar.Usha’salbum

18-yr-oldusessuperiorupperbodystrengthtoget
thebetterofOlympicmedalistSakshiMalik

Sonamsnares
big fish onmat
MIHIRVASAVDA
AGRA, JANUARY30

ITWASonlyfiveyearsagothatSonamMalik
startedregularlycompetingagainstgirls.And
beforeshecouldevengetahangof it,sheal-
mostwas forced tostopwrestling.
Today, the18-year-old girlwhogrewup

wrestling with the boys in her village in
Haryanaandovercameacareer-threatening
arm injury is regarded as thenext big thing
inIndianwrestling.Ironically,onthestrength
of her arm locks. On Saturday, Sonampro-
videdevidenceof itassheout-manoeuvred
RioOlympics bronzemedalist SakshiMalik
tobecrownedasthenewnationalchampion
in the62kgweight category inAgra.
The result is significant for several rea-

sons. This is the third straight time Sonam
has defeated Sakshi – her two earlier wins
cameduringselectiontrialsforinternational
tournaments–thusmakingthehierarchyin
the62kgclass amplyclear. Crucially, the re-
sult also solidifies her chances tomake the
cutforthequalifiersoftheTokyoOlympicsat
the expense of Sakshi. So,when the referee
raised Sonam’s right arm and declared her
as thewinnerof the final, the symbolismof
themoment couldn't bemissed. Ironically,
thesamearmwasthereasonwhyhercareer
nearlycrashedbeforeitactuallytookoff. “In
2018,shedamagedanervesobadlythather
armwent limp,”Sonam’s fatherRaj says.
The incident tookplace during the 2017

cadetworldchampionships. Shortlyafter she
wonthegoldmedal,Sonamfeltabitofuneasi-
nessinherarm.
At first, her coachesbelieved itwasa rou-

tineinjuryandtriedallthedesinuskhe.Butthe
painremainedandbravingthat,shecontinued
totakepartindomestictournaments.Thatyear,
duringastatechampionship,herarmstopped
moving. “Ifwe liftedthearmoverherhead, it
wouldfallrightback,”Rajsays.
Itwasn’tamomentarything.Sonamlost

hergripandthearmwouldnotdowhather
mindwouldsay.“Thedoctorsfeltevenif she
regained full strength,wrestlingwasnot an
option forheranymore,”Raj says.
ForSonam,whostartedwrestlingwhen

she turned 11, quitting wrestling was
unimaginable. She joinedanakhara started
inhervillage,Madina inSonepatdistrict,by
a retired Army Subedar. “There were not
manygirlsinourneighbourhoodwhowres-
tled. So Sonam, for the first five years or so,

competed only against boys from our vil-
lage,” Raj says.
Soon, she startedwinning at the district

andstatelevels,whichearnedheraplaceon
thenational team.
In her first globalmeet, the 2017world

cadet championship, shewon the gold be-
fore injuringherarm.
“Fourmonths after her arm stopped re-

sponding,itregainedmovementsandittook
her a fewmoremonths to rebuild the lost
strength,”Raj says.
When she eventually returned on the

mat, it looked like she was never away. In
2018, Sonamwon a bronze medal at the
cadetworldsfollowedbyagoldin2019,thus
becomingtheonlyIndianwrestleraftertwo-
timeOlympicmedalistSushilKumartowin
twocadetworldchampionshipgoldmedals.
OnSaturday,Sonamenduredacutepain

in the stomach–andeven tookmedication
for spasmsafter her second-roundmatch–
tooutlastSakshi ina thrilling final, inwhich
shemadeacomebackafterbeing0-4down
towin7-5byusinghersuperiorupperbody
strength toheradvantage.

VISHALMENON
NEWDELHI, JANUARY30

IN ‘NORMAL’ times, Jos Buttler, England’s
first-choicewicketkeeper-batsman in long-
formcricket,wouldhavefeaturedinall four
Tests in India. Butas things stand,hewill be
rested for the final three, only to return for
thesubsequentfive-matchT20Iseries.With
aspot intheWorldTestChampionship final
theoreticallystillupforgrabs(Englandneed
to blank India 3-0 to stand a chance), and
giventhesquad’s inexperienceofplaying in
India,wouldn’t thevisitorsbebetter served
havingButtler for the entiredurationof the
Test series?Acombinationof factors seems
tohaveprompted theselectorial call.
The England andWales Cricket Board

(ECB)believestheupcomingT20Iseriesgives
themtheperfectopportunitytoprepare,fine-
tunetheirskills,andchartablueprintforthe
T20WorldCup, scheduled in India later this
year. This is why they have yielded to their
limited-overscaptainEoinMorgan’srequest
to have their strongest squad for this leg of
the tour. Buttlerbeingvital toEngland’s T20
WorldCuphopes,it’snosecrettheywanthim

freshat theback-endof the Indiasojourn.
Whilethismayseemlikeapragmaticap-

proach, there are many who reckon that
Buttler, a seasoned IPL regular, would get
hardenedandbattle-readyfortheICCevent
byfacingsomeofthefinestIndianandinter-
national recruits in the T20 league. “I think
the IPL does give you familiarity with the
wickets. If you haven’t faced someone like
Jasprit Bumrah,whohas a bit of unique ac-
tion,itcanbeabitofaproblem.Ittakessome
(time)gettingusedtoit,”Buttlersaidduring
avirtualpress conference fromChennai.
Evenashespeltout thebenefitsof play-

ing in the IPL, the five-match T20 series
against India, Buttler argued, is equally im-
portant,sinceitgivesarelativelyyoungteam
ample time to gel together and get famil-
iarisedwith their respective roles.

Settled team is important
“Wehadavery settled teamduring the

ODI World Cup, as guys had played for a
long period of time, and I think that was a
hugeplusforusgoingintothattournament.
As far as this T20 side is concerned, we
haven’thadtimetoplaytogetherasagroup
andget familiarised in therespective roles,

so to play against a brilliant side like India
gives us the perfect preparation for the
World T20,” he said.
ButtlerdefendedEngland’srotationpol-

icy, which he sayswas necessitated by the
coronavirus pandemic and a packed inter-
national schedule.
“Youwantyourstrongestteamoutevery

time, but unfortunately, that doesn’t seem
possibleatthemoment…Youdofinditchal-
lenginghaving to stayaway fromyour fam-
ilies, being in quarantine and locked up in
hotels.ECBhasbeenforward-thinkinginro-
tatingplayers for this series,”heexplained.
Buttler isinthemidstofarichveinofbat-

tingforminred-ballcricket.Heconjuredup
acareer-resurrecting152againstPakistanin
Southampton inthe finalTestof theEnglish
summer, followed by significant knocks of
55and46notout in thesecondTestagainst
Sri LankaatGalle.
Getting rotated out of the Test squad

could surely hamper his momentum, but
Buttler isn’tperturbed. If anything,he looks
atthepositives.“Thepandemichashadpeo-
ple whose world has been turned upside
down and we are very fortunate to play
cricketanddoour job thatwe love.”

You want your strongest team,
but rotation is important: Buttler

In the firing line
Australiancoach JustinLanger’sheadmaster-like
approach isnotworking, saysareport

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JANUARY30

AFTER THE Test series loss against India,
Justin Langer’s coaching stylehas comeun-
der scrutiny. Sources close to the team told
TheSydneyMorningHeraldthattheAustralia
headcoach’s“headmaster-like”styleofman-
agement“worethin”withplayers.According
to the report, Langer’s intensity andmood
swings have drained experienced players,
who have spent months on end in either
quarantineorbio-bubbles.

The reality sandwich
According to the report, during the final

Test in Brisbane, Langer ordered a player to
stophabituallystuffingatoastedsandwichin
hispocketbeforewalkingonto the field.
“You’re walking on against India, we’re

trying to win a Test match and one of our
playerswalksonwithatoastedsandwichin
his hand,” Langer — whose contract as a
three-format coach and selector lasts an-
other 18months—wasquoted as saying. “I
spoketo(theplayer)aboutitatlengthyester-
day. I said, ‘How do you reckon it looks,
mate?’ Is thatnot something I shouldsay?”

Micro-managing bowlers
SMHalsoreportsthatsomeseniorplay-

ers are frustrated by the micro-manage-
ment, with Langer bombarding bowlers
withstatisticsandinstructionsduringlunch
breaks. Langer denied the accusation: “It’s
actually the opposite of what happens. I
never talk about statistics to the bowlers,
ever. I don’t go to anyof thebowlers’meet-
ings. That’s what the bowlers’ coach is
meant tobedoing.Andthe learningsof the
last fewmonthsareIshouldstart lookingat
thatmore.”

Langer’s response
OnFriday, Langer said any suggestion of

deteriorating relationships with players
“couldn’t be further from the truth” but
added,“leadershipisn’tapopularitycontest”.
“If players just want someone to tickle

their stomachsall thetimethenI’mnotdo-
ingmy job.”

Not the first time
ApreviousconfrontationbetweenLanger

andhisplayersoverhiscoachingstyle—after
AustraliafailedtoregaintheBorder-Gavaskar
trophy two years ago —was a prominent
theme of the Amazon-produced documen-
taryTheTest:ANewEraforAustralia’sTeam'.
Thecoachwasgivenasternmessagedur-

ingateammeetingafterthe2018BoxingDay
Testdrubbing.
Captain Tim Painewanted Langer to be

morepositiveandbatsmanUsmanKhawaja
asked him to notmake things “too compli-
cated” for the team.
“We can’t always control the result. You

getbetterasindividuals,players,staff,every-
one, be inbetter control of that emotion, be
more level-headed,without trying tomake
it too complicated,” Khawajawas seen say-
ing. “I think that’s what the boys are trying
to say. Does that make sense? If it doesn’t
then...”

When asked where the message was
coming from by Langer, Khawaja replied:
“Um,Ithinktheboysareintimidatedbyyou,
Alf. I think there’s a bit of thewalking-on-
eggshells sort of thing. I feel like I think the
boysareafraid tosay it.”

An old NewYear’s Resolution
Afterthe2-1defeatin2018-19,Langerre-

solvedtobemoremellowfor theODIseries
in India. The team came back from a 0-2
deficit towina five-matchseries.
After the 1-wicket defeat in Leeds dur-

ing the Ashes, Langer waited a day before
conducting a post-mortem to avoid an
emotionally-charged feedback session.
Australia struckback towinatOldTrafford
and, while they lost at The Oval, managed
to retain theAshes.
All seemedwell last year.
Then Indiacamevisitingagain.

ENS

THEWOMEN’snationalwrestlingchampionshipgot
underwayataschool intheoutskirtsofAgraon
Saturday.Thetwo-dayeventhasattractedabout240
wrestlers in10weightcategories.

WRESTLINGIS the firstmajorOlympicdisciplineto
conduct thenationalchampionshipssincethe
outbreakof theCovid-19pandemic.Allwrestlershad
tosubmitCovidnegativeresults.

HOWEVER,ASwasthecaseduringthemen’s
championship, socialdistancingguidelineswere
floutedasspectatorsmingledwiththewrestlersand
amajoritydidnotwearamask. MihirVasavda

SATURDAY’S RESULTS
(OLYMPIC CATEGORIES):
50KG:GOLD:Minakshi (Haryana);
SILVER:HennyKumari (Haryana);
BRONZE:SwatiShinde(Maharashtra)
andKirti (Delhi)
57KG:GOLD: Anshu(Haryana);
SILVER:Lalita (Railways);
BRONZE:RamanYadav(MP)and
Mansi (Haryana)
62KG:GOLD:Sonam(Haryana);
SILVER:SakshiMalik (Railways);
BRONZE:Pushpa(MP)andManisha
(Haryana)

Ranji Trophy
shelved
Mumbai:TheRanjiTrophywon’tbehelddur-
ing the truncated 2020-21 season, instead
theBoardofControlforCricketinIndia(BCCI)
has decided to conduct the 50-over Vijay
HazareTrophyandtheseniorwomen’sOne-
day tournament. This is the first time in 87
years that the prestigious tournament has
beendropped foraseason.
Ina letter to stateassociationsonFriday,

BCCI secretary Jay Shahwhile highlighting
thetimelostbecauseofthepandemic,wrote,
“It is extremely important for us to ensure
that women’s cricket takes place and I am
extremely happy to informyou thatwe are
going to conduct the SeniorWomen’s One
day tournament simultaneously with the
Vijay Hazare Trophy and follow it upwith
VinooMankad Trophy Under 19. This has
been decided after having received your
feedbackonthedomestic season2020-21.”
However, the BCCI has decided to com-

pensatedomesticplayersforthematchfees
they would have earned during the Ranji
Trophy, approximatelyRs40000aday.
ItislearntthatVijayHazarewillbeplayed

alongthelinesoftheon-goingSyedMushtaq
Ali Trophy— in six designated bio bubbles.
The venueswill be finalised nextweek and
the teamswill enter the bio-bubble in the
firstweekof February.

DEVENDRAPANDEY

CoachJustinLanger’s contract lasts
another18months.

New Delhi



Over 3000 ScholarshipsWorth
Rs 25+Crores ForClass 12th Students,
ThanksToMindler ScholarshipHunt

With uncertainty being the norm,
universities are still implementing
changes to their admission and
selection processes for the academic
year 2021. Grade XII students are
overwhelmed and anxious about what
the year has in store for them. While
it’s encouraging to see an increasingly
high proportion of students with high
college and career expectations, most
do not feel prepared to do so. This is
where a comprehensive career
guidance platform such as Mindler
steps in. Mindler serves the perfect
blend of education, technology of
excellence, experience coupled with
an unmatched passion to make sure
that every student progresses on the
right path.

To further this pursuit in student
interest, Mindler has launched 2021’s
Biggest Scholarship Hunt offering
3000 + scholarships to Grade XII
students worth over INR 25 Crores.
The Mindler Scholarship Hunt has
been outlined and curated to identify
and reward talent across multifarious
career streams by connecting them
with the leading universities of their
own choice.

The assessment of this scholarship
tests students on a variety of
parameters such as their aptitude,
leadership quotient, emotional
quotient, personality traits, working
style and much more. The assessment
results coupled with past academic
performances of the students along
with their co-curricular & extracurric-
ular achievements will help arrive at a
combined score. What this methodol-
ogy ensures is that every student has

an equal opportunity to earn a
scholarship to the top Universities by
receiving a fair chance to outdo the
others. As a part of this scholarship,
students will be able to make
unconventional career choices to
pursue their dream career.

Not only this, but the top ten students
will also have the golden opportunity
to choose any university in India of
their choice. Mindler will be awarding
these students a 50% scholarship to
the university of their choice. This will
put them ahead of everyone, and allow
them to stand apart from the crowd.
Given the delays and deferrals we have
seen over the last year, it goes without
a doubt that the competition will be
stiffer this year. And with this having a
scholarship to the dream college,
would only boost their confidence
ever somuch.

Partner Universities

About Mindler

Mindler Advisory Board &
Jury for the Scholarship Hunt

Mindler is a venture conceptualized
and run by alumni of ISB, IIT, IIM,
Harvard and the world’s preeminent
psychometricians. The Mindler
platform equips students, counsellors
and schools to have a career planning
platform which is future-ready and
empowers all the concerned stake-

holders. Mindler has been awarded
and commended by the Ministry of
Science & Technology, Ministry of
State (UAE Government), Entrepre-
neur India, ISB D-Labs, Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, Education
World, Economic Times and CIIE at IIM
Ahmedabad.

Afairs is India's leading education
enabler in K-12 to Higher Education
with over 25 years of expertise. Afairs
has played a pre-dominant role in
promoting India as a global study
destination in over 10 countries
through education fairs, conferences &
global summits.

“ The pandemic has affected
people across various
industries. One of themost
affected is the educational
sector leaving class 12
students in a state of confusion
with ambiguity.We all stress
on the importance of this
grade because it ends up
defining our career choices,
but unfortunately this year has
been a struggle for our
students. Our clear objective is
to support students gain
clarity in the face of this
adversity and steer in the right
direction despite of the
current circumstances.”

- Prateek Bhargava
Founder & CEO, Mindler

•Mindler has launched 2021’s
biggest scholarship hunt
offering 3000+ scholarships to
class 12 studentsworth over INR
25 crores

• TheMindler Scholarship Hunt
will also be rewarding the top 10
studentswith a scholarship
offer for any university of
choice in India

• The initiative has been outlined
and curated to identify and
reward talent acrossmultifari-
ous career domains

HIGHLIGHTS:

Register for free at:
scholarship.mindler.com

Deadline to Register:
20th FEB 2021

For queries contact:
scholarship@mindler.com

Apart from the 3000+ scholarship
offers from participating universi-
ties, the Mindler Scholarship Hunt
will also be rewarding the top 10
students with a scholarship offer
for any university of choice in India.
The top 10 students will be selected
by Mindler and the Founding
Advisory Committee & Jury of the
Mindler Scholarship Hunt.
Additionally, the Mindler Scholar-
ship Hunt will not only help
students earn potential scholar-
ships but will also enable them to
get comprehensive career profiling
using Mindler Scholarship Assess-
ment and discover best-fit career
paths based on their unique talents
and strengths.

Students will have the unique
opportunity of exploring their best
fit career through the Scholarship
Assessment which is part of the
Scholarship Hunt Process. This
Mindler Scholarship Assessment
will provide comprehensive career
profiling for class 12 students, and
help them make a decision about
the right course for their under-
graduate education.

Once done with the Scholarship
Assessment, the students will then
be able to identify their unique
talents and strengths. This will
enable them to make informed
decisions about not only their
future colleges, but also give them
clarity on the most suitable careers
for them.

This coming at no cost to the
students, is already a boon for the
entire student community in the
country. To top it all off , students
will get to explore courses and
connect with the Universities
in-sync with their best fit careers.
The Mindler Scholarship Hunt is
the one-stop-solution for a
student’s university admission
woes, offering from career
selection to scholarships.

This is the perfect opportunity
amidst this pandemic to earn
something productive all while
sitting at the comfort of your
homes.

Key Benefits
For Students

Mr. Himmat S. Dhillon
Headmaster,
The Lawrence School, Sanawar

Dr. Jagpreet Singh
Headmaster,
The Doon School, Dehradun

Dr. Madhav Deo Saraswat
Principal,
The Scindia School, Gwalior

Mrs. Meena Kak
Director,
Lakshmipat Singhania Academy, Kolkata

Mr. Skand Bali
Principal,
The Hyderabad Public School, Begumpet

About
Afairs

In collaboration with:

Registration
& Profile

Talent Evaluation
Assessment

Scholarship
Preferences

Result
Announcement

Register for Scholarship
Hunt & complete your
Profile to unlock the
Scholarship Portal

Complete your
scholarship assessment
which evaluates your
unique skills & talents

Fill in your preferences
for universities & courses
youwish to receive
scholarship from

Wait for result day to
discover scholarship
offers from your preferred
universities

Register for
Free to avail
these benefits:
SCAN
CODE

Mr. Roshan Gandhi
Chief Executive Officer,
City Montessori School, Lucknow

Class 12 Students in
a State of Confusion
High-school students are mostly
unsure about the careers they would
like to pursue, or what the pathway is
to achieve the same. If this confusion
was not enough, the unprecedented
circumstances because of COVID-19
havemade the career decision-making
process all the more difficult for high
school students. The confusion no
doubt has sprung from the continuous
delays and postponement of classes,
school opening, board examinations,
national entrance examinations and
the list is quite long. The students are
thus in a situation that is unseen in its
literal sense that no one has dealt with
this before, which makes it all the
more difficult for them.

Career guidance platform Mindler
launched the Mindler Scholarship
Hunt to make things a little easier for
students. Supporting Mindler in this
endeavour is AFAIRS (one of Asia's
leading education enabler for
student-university outreach) and
EducationWorld.

The Scholarship Hunt has been a
blessing in disguise for class 12
students who have been anxious

about their future prospects
considering the year gone by. Parents
have had an equally difficult time
coping with the challenges. College
and course selection has been more
confusing than ever. With this
initiative, Mindler not only aims
towards providing class 12 students an
edge in their career journeys, but also
towards enabling the students
choosing their best fit careers.

ADVERTORIAL
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