JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932

The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has
disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.
A voice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the
electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and
analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com

DAILY FROM: AHMEDABAD, CHANDIGARH, DELHI, JAIPUR, KOLKATA, LUCKNOW, MUMBAI, NAGPUR, PUNE, VADODARA

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2021, NEW DELHI, LATE CITY, 20 PAGES

SINCE 1932

`6.00 (`8 BIHAR & RAIPUR, `12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

REPUBLIC DAY VIOLENCE

Day after: Police file 25 FIRs, book
over 30 farm leaders part of talks

Also named in
Delhi Police FIRs:
Yogendra Yadav,
Medha Patkar

Cracks within, unions
call off Parliament march,
allege plot to break them

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
& JIGNASA SINHA

SOURAV ROY BARMAN,
SUKRITA BARUAH
& RAAKHI JAGGA

A DAY after the Republic Day violence, when hundreds of protesters forced their way into the
Capital and stormed the Red
Fort, the Delhi Police has registered 25 FIRs, including against
over 30 of the 40 farm union
leaders who were involved in
talks with the Centre over the
last few months.
One of the FIRs, on the Red
Fort incident, names Punjabi
film actor Deep Sidhu and
Lakhbir Singh Sidhana alias
LakhaSidhana,gangster-turnedpolitician and president of the
Malwa Youth Federation.
Thirty-sevenfarmunionleaders, including six spokespersons
of the Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM),havebeennamedinanFIR
registered at the Samaypur Badli
police station, in Outer Delhi,
based on a complaint filed by
Inspector Anil Kumar.
The six SKM spokespersons
whohavebeennamedare:Jagjit
Singh Dallewal, president, BKU
(Sidhupur); Balbir Singh
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COMING TOMORROW

NEW DELHI, LUDHIANA,
JANUARY 27

High security at Red Fort in Delhi on Wednesday, a day after
protesting farmers entered the monument. Praveen Khanna

●

Weighing
options

DAYS AFTER they rejected
the Centre’s offer on suspension of the farm laws,
farmer unions are on the
back foot. With the police
lodging FIRs and the future
of the dialogue process uncertain, the unions now
have to weigh their options on the way ahead.

Deep Sidhu said in run-up:
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Picture abhi baki hai...
Jan 26 plans up to Almighty Farmers told to pay bonds,
Allahabad HC seeks UP reply

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR, JANUARY 27

ON JANUARY 20, exactly a week
before the Republic Day violence, when Delhi Police and
farm unions were in talks over
security rules for the tractor parade, Punjabi film actor Deep
Sidhu, who has been named in
the Delhi Police FIR on the Red
Fort incident, went on Facebook
to livestream several tractors en
route from Punjab to Delhi and
said: “Picture toh abhi baki hai
mere dost”.

BUSINESS AS USUAL
BY UNNY

Action needed or situation would have
been same as in Delhi: Sitapur SDM
ASAD REHMAN

LUCKNOW, JANUARY 27
THEALLAHABADHighCourthas
sought a response from government authorities in Sitapur on a
PIL alleging “financial hardship”
to farmers after the district administrationdemanded“exorbitant personal bonds” ranging
fromRs50,000toRs10lakhfrom

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

them, plus sureties, “on the apprehensionthattheymayviolate
lawandorder”giventhefarmers'
protests on in the district.
In the PIL, activist Arundhati
Dhuru said the Sitapur district
administration issued the notices to farmers who own tractors on January 19, and police
surrounded their houses to prevent them from joining the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘You can’t hurt religious sentiments’: SC
rejects Tandav plea for relief from arrest
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

Bill Gates speaks on
the pandemic, vaccines,
technology and the
way forward

ITS NEGOTIATORS with the governmentnamedinRepublicDay
violenceFIRsandunderpressure
following cracks within over the
direction of the protest, the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha, the
umbrella organisation of farmer
unionsseekingtherepealof new
agriculture laws, Wednesday

E

E X P L A I NE D

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

THE
SUPREME
Court
Wednesdaydeclinedtograntinterim protection from arrest to
the makers of the Amazon web
series Tandav, who are facing

charges of hurting religious sentiments, but agreed to consider
their plea for clubbing of FIRs
registered in different states.
“Approach High Court,” a
bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, R Subhash Reddy and
M R Shah said as Senior
AdvocateFaliSNariman,appear-

ing for the petitioners, urged the
bench to direct that no coercive
action be taken against the petitioners. The bench also issued
notice on the prayer to club the
FIRs pending in different states.
The bench did not seem to
agree with advocate Siddharth

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Cracks within

called off its march to Parliament
HouseonFebruary1.
As two organisations, BKU
(Bhanu) and Rashtriya Kisan
Mazdoor Sangathan, withdrew
fromtheprotestatthebordersof
Delhi, Krantikari Kisan Union
leader Darshan Pal, speaking for
theMorchaatapressconference,
said: “We have postponed our
march to Parliament on Budget
day on February 1. But our agitation will continue and there will
be public meetings and hunger
strikes across the country on
January 30.”
The Morcha blamed the
RepublicDayviolenceon“adirty
conspiracy... hatched with the
Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee and others” to break
the agitation.
It also called actor-activist
Deep Sidhu as an “agent” of the
government, and alleged he was
behind the hoisting of the flag at
the Red Fort.
The Morcha offered an “unconditional apology” to those
whose feelings had been hurt by
the storming of the Red Fort.
BKU (Rajewal) president
BalbirSinghRajewalsaid:“Ninety
per cent farmers carried out the
marchpeacefully.Butthecadreof
the Kisan Sangharsh Mazdoor
Committee were purposefully
placed in the front. They were allowed to take a separate route.”
BKU (Tikait) chief Rakesh
Tikaitquestionedthepolicedecision not to fire at protesters who
indulged in vandalism inside the
Red Fort.
Swaraj India leader Yogendra
YadavsaidtheMorchawastaking
“moralresponsibility”forthe“regrettableevents”.
Satnam Singh Pannu, president of the Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Committee, denied

any role in the Red Fort incident.
“We went to the Ring Road
andreturned…Wearenotgoing
to say anything against the
unions. We are in coordination
with the SKM and will keep implementing other calls of the
Morcha as well.”
Sarwan Singh Pandher, general secretary of KMSC, too said:
“Wenevergaveanycalltooccupy
Red Fort or ITO. It was the actor's
call (referring to Deep Sidhu) to
whichseveralpeopleresponded.
We condemn the actions of all
thosewhoindulgedinriotingand
violence. I have respect for the
Morchaandwillnotgiveintothe
government'splanofdividingus.”
Meanwhile, leaders of two
farmer groups said they were
withdrawing from the movementfollowingtheJanuary26violence. The pull-out announcementsweremadebyVMSinghof
Rashtriya Kisan Mazdoor
Sangathan and Bhanu Pratap
Singh of BKU (Bhanu) at Delhi’s
Ghazipur and Chilla borders, respectively.
VM Singhtolda pressconference that he could not continue
supporting an agitation where
the leaders “wanttotakeitin another direction,” referring to
BKU’s Rakesh Tikait.
“Thefarmers’movementwill
continue as long as the issue of
MSP continues, but not in this
way. We have not come here to
martyrpeopleorgetthembeaten
up,” he said.
Bhanu Pratap Singh of BKU
(Bhanu) said: “I am so saddened
and so ashamed by yesterday’s
events that we are withdrawing
from this agitation.”
JoginderSinghUgrahan,presidentofBKU(Ugrahan),saidthere
wasdelayin“marginalising”and
“expelling” those giving the
farmer movement a bad name.
“All such communal elements

CLARIFICATIONS & CORRECTIONS
27.01.2021, PAGE 10
The report ‘In Budget, disinvestment and borrowings’ said disinvestment receipts for 2020-21 was Rs 6,179 crore, based on data
from the Controller General of Accounts (CGA). In fact, the government has raised Rs 17,957.70 crore through disinvestment in the
current fiscal year so far, via various means including offer for sale
(OFS), initial public offer (IPO), and buyback, as per the latest data
available with the Department of Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM). OFS has been the preferred route for disinvestment—the government has raised Rs 4,924 crore through OFS
of HAL, Rs 4,473 crore through the IRCTC OFS, and Rs 2,737 crore
through the SAIL OFS. The error is regretted.
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and government agents should
nowberemovedfromourstruggle,” he said.

—WITHAMILBHATNAGAR
INNEWDELHI

Deep Sidhu

How the chaos of the
tractor rally will affect
the farmers’ protests

AndonJanuary23,heshared
a web channel interview, in
Punjabi, in which he said: "We
can’t plan what will happen on
January 26. It would be out of
our calculations. It would be unpredictable. It is up to the
Almighty, what happens on
January 26.”
The first eight-minute-long
Facebook post had over 2 lakh
viewsandisoneofaseriesshowing how Sidhu, given the cold
shoulder by the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM) since the protests
startedonNovember26,reached
out to farmers over the unions'
heads and kept raising the pitch.
Infact,onethemehekeptunderliningwasthe"needforunity"
amongprotesters,anot-soveiled
snub to the farm leaders. It was
pointhemadeonTuesday,too,after the Red Fort incident.
Denying that he had instigated the crowd and claiming
that the Nishan Sahib flag was
hoisted in a "flow of emotions",
Sidhusaid:“Ihadwarnedthatour
leaders had taken a decision
against the youth's sentiments.”
Sidhuisnowinthecross-hairs
of the Opposition, who alleged
Wednesday that he was close to
the BJP and part of the "conspiracy" to discredit the protests.
Referring to Union Minister
PrakashJavadekar’sremarksthat
actionshouldbetakenagainstall
of those who instigated the
crowd, Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor tweeted: “Agree with
Prakash Javadekar on this. So to
catch the culprits, we can start
withthisname:DeepSidhu,campaigner-in-chiefforBJPMPSunny
Deol...Judgingbythesephotos,his
associates won’t be hard to find
either.” Tharoor posted photographs of Sidhu and Deol with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Sidhu with Home Minister
Amit Shah.
On January 19, Sidhu defended BKU (Haryana) president
GurnamSinghChaduniandhimself against the allegations of
farmer unions and highlighted
the trust deficit between farmer
unions and himself. Chaduni, a
member of the SKM, was suspectedbyfarmerunionsof holding talks with political parties.
“We should have faith in our
man even if he is sitting with the
enemy...It happened with me
also.IamtaggedasaBJP-RSSman
for campaigning for Sunny Deol
for just 20 days. Now they are
doubtingGurnamSinghChaduni
forjustattendingameeting.There
may be a difference of opinion,
butitshouldn'tmeanthatyoutag
anyone as the enemy's man," he
said in an interview to a web
channel shared on Facebook.
On January 21, Sidhu interviewedanunnamedmanwhom
he introduced as a “hero”. The
man, who identified himself as a
protester at the Singhu border,
claimed that some farm union
leaders wanted to move to the
BurarigroundonNovember26itselfbuthehaddefiedtheseorders
andaskedthecrowdtoremainat
Singhu. "It was the decisive moment. If we had shifted ground,
the Modi government would
have the upper hand," he said.
Thatnine-minute-longinterview
waswatchedby2.25lakhpeople.
OnJanuary22,Sidhuissueda
message calling for unity, linking
that to the tractor parade. In a
Facebook Live watched by 1.34
lakh users, he said: "I want to
make a request to farmer unions
thatweallshouldbecomeoneby
forgettingourdifferences.January
26isatestforus.Weshouldbeso
united that even air can't pass
through us.”
OnJanuary24,hesaidhe"appreciated...farmerleadersforthe
firm stand they took on farm
laws." That night, he shared an
unconfirmed map of the route
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Day after: Police file 25 FIRs, book
over 30 farm leaders part of talks
Rajewal, president, BKU
(Rajewal); Darshan Pal, president, Krantikari Kisan Union;
Rakesh Tikait, president, BKU;
KulwantSinghSandhu,general
secretary, Jamhoori Kisan
Sabha; Yogendra Yadav, president,SwarajPartyIndia.Barring
Yogendra Yadav, all the others
took part in the talks with the
government.
The others who were also
part of the talks and have been
named in the FIR are: Boota
Singh Burjgill, president, BKU
Dakaunda; Nirbhai Singh
Dhudike, president, Kirti Kisan
Union; Ruldu Singh Mansa,
president, Punjab Kisan Union;
Inderjit Singh, president, Kisan
Sangharsh
Committee;
Harjinder Singh Tanda, president, Azad Kisan Sangharsh
Committee, Punjab; Gurbaksh
Singh, president, Jai Kisan
Andolan; Satnam Singh Pannu,
president, Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh
Committee;
KanwalpreetSinghPannu,president, Kisan Sangharsh
Committee; Joginder Singh
Ugrahan, president, BKUUgrahan; Surjit Singh Phool,
president, BKU Krantikari;
Harmeet Singh Kadian, president, BKU Kadian; Satnam
Singh Sahni, general secretary,
BKU (Doaba); Bogh Singh
Mansa,president,BKU(Mansa);
Balwinder Singh Aulakh, president, Majha Kisan Committee;
SatnamSinghBehru,president,
Indian Farmers Association;
Bharat Boota Singh Shadipur,
president, Bharti Kisan Manch;
Baldev Singh Sirsa, president,
Lok Bhalai Insaaf Welfare
Society; Jagbir Singh Tanda,
president, Doaba Kisan Samiti;
Mukesh Chandra, Doaba Kisan
SangharshCommittee;Sukhpal
Singh Daffar, president, Ganna
Sangharsh
Committee;
Harinder Singh Lakhowal, general secretary, BKU Lakhowal;
Kirpal Singh Nathuwala, president, Kisan Bachao Morcha;
Prem Singh Bhangu, president,
All India Kisan Federation,
Punjab unit; Gurnam Singh
Chaduni, president, BKU

plan of the parade, along with an
excerpt from a poem to describe
howSikhslostdespiteputtingup
agreatfightagainsttheBritishjust
because there was no Maharaja
Ranjit Singh to lead them.
On January 25, he referred to
the violence after the death of
GeorgeFloydintheUS,whiletalkingaboutthenon-violencebeing
practised by farmer protesters.
"Here,ourcivilisationreactswith
calm and no innocent has been
hurt," he said. He also referred to
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, saying that no leader stands for his
words and his people as
Bhindranwale did in the recent
history of Punjab.
In another post, he shared a
Punjabi song dedicated to Sikhs
killed in 1984 and the aftermath
of the riots.
Aftersomeprotesters,mostly
youths, took over the stage at
Singhu for hours on the night of
January 25 — Sidhu was among
those who addressed the crowd
—hepostedanothervideocalling
for unity and urging farm union
leaders to take decisions that
were acceptable to all. "Nobody
should be seen as a rival. Nobody
should make it an ego issue," he
said.Hislastone-linemessageon
Facebook,postedbeforethedawn
ofJanuary26,was:"It’sabsolutely
necessary for us to stay together
now."
TheCongressandAAPnamed
Sidhu on Wednesday to allege a
“conspiracy” by the Centre.
Addressing a press conference,
Congress leader Randeep

Haryana; Kavita Kuruganti,
Mahila Kisan Adhikaar Manch;
Rishipal Ambavatta, president,
BKU Ambavatta; Prem Singh
Gehlot,president,AllIndiaKisan
Mahasabha, Haryana Unit.
TheothersnamedintheFIR
are: Medha Patkar, V M Singh
and Avik Saha.
The FIR against them lists
sectionsofrioting,criminalconspiracy, attempt to murder and
robbery.“Therioters/protesters
and their leaders had a preplannedobjectiveofnotfollowing the mutually agreed route”
leading to the violence, it says.
“Around 8.30 am on
Tuesday, they first broke
through blockades on the
Singhu border and were riding
ontractors,horses,trolleys,carryingironrods,sticksandsome
of them even swords. Despite
directions of designated route,
they wanted to move towards
Outer
Ring
Road…
Announcements were made,
but the protesters started rioting, causing injuries to the policemen... and running their
tractor over the police officials
with intent to kill,” Inspector
Kumar said in his complaint.
Heallegedthatthetimingof
the commencement of their
“so-calledparade”wasmeantto
disrupttheRepublicDayparade.
The farmer leaders named
in the FIR denied any role in the
violence. “I didn’t cross the
Singhu border. I condemn the
violence.Iwassatisfiedwiththe
route the police suggested and
marchedthere.Policeregistered
a false case against me,” said
Kulwant Singh Sandhu,
Jamhoori Kisan Sabha.
“I was at the Singhu border
andfollowedtheroutegivenby
thepolice.Ididn’ttellanyoneto
goanywhere.Iwantedapeaceful march. They (police) should
talk to me before writing my
name in the FIR,” said Nirbhai
Singh Dhudhike, Kirti Kisan
Union.
“Ifpoliceshowmeproofthat
I instigated the crowd or I was
there during the clashes, they
can arrest me. I didn’t go any-

Surjewalasaid:“Aconcertedconspiracy aided and abetted by the
Modi government took place to
maligntheentirefarmers’movement...Asetofpeoplewithapremeditated motive of violence...
who have nothing to do with the
SKMwerepermittedtoenterthe
RedFort...andputaflagthere.This
is sacrilege, unacceptable and
thosewhodidit...DeepSidhuand
gang...theyhavebeenseeninthe
pastwiththePrimeMinisterand
the Home Minister....”
The AAP alleged that Sidhu
and “central agencies” had infiltrated the protests.

–WITHENS,NEWDELHI

Allahabad HC

protests.InitsorderonJanuary25,
the Lucknow Bench of the
Allahabad High Court asked the
stateauthoritiestostate"astounder what circumstances such an
exorbitant amount of personal
bondandtwosuretieshavebeen
asked”.Thematterhasbeenlisted
for next hearing on February 2.
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(Maholi) Pankaj Rathore told The
IndianExpresstheactionwasjustified. “If we had not taken such
action, Sitapur would have had
the same situation which happened in Delhi.”
Around 35 farmers from
Sitapurareknowntohavejoined
the ongoing protests at Delhi's
borders. Within the district, a
protestwasheldonJanuary13in
the Mishrikh area.
Anoticeissuedtofarmersunder the Pisawan Police Station by

where and was at the Sanjay
Gandhi Transport Nagar. A
group of youths surrounded us
there and marched towards
Delhi. We came back to Tikri,”
said Ruldu Singh, Punjab Kisan
Union.
“Ididn’tplanorconspireregarding the clashes. I agreed
with the police’s route. I followeditfromtheSinghuborder.
Whatcanonedoiftheprotestis
hijacked and some move towards Delhi?” said Balwinder
Singh Aulakh, Majha Kisan
Committee.
“It was others who instigated the farmers, not us. I left
with a tractor from the Singhu
border.Atonepoint,afewfarmers asked me to join them and
go to Red Fort. These men
wanted to indulge in violence. I
didn’t. So, I came back,” said
Satnam Singh Behru, Indian
Farmer's Association (Bharat).
“No movement is a concert.
FIRs, jails, harassment -- these
are part and parcel of every
movement,” said Yogendra
Yadav.
Policesaid 25 FIRshad been
registeredacross10districtsand
19 people arrested and 50 detained. “We are using the facial
recognition system and CCTV
and video footage. Those involved in the violence will not
be spared and the farmer leaders will be questioned,” said
Delhi Police Commissioner S N
Shrivastava.
Shrivastava said the Delhi
Policeheldfiveroundsofmeetings with the farmer leaders.
“The farmers were given permission to hold the rally with
terms and conditions. But they
did not follow the conditions,”
he said.
“By late evening of January
25, there were indications that
theywouldnotkeeptheirword.
They brought forward the aggressive and militant elements,
who delivered provocative
speeches which made their intentions clear. Farmer leaders
were also involved in the violence that broke out during the
tractor rally, Some farmer lead-

SDM Rathore reads, “It has been
brought to notice that in village
Satnapurfollowingpeople(going
on to name 10 persons) have an
internal conflict over protests
againstthefarmBillsetc.Because
ofthis,thereistension.Duetothis,
thepeoplemaydisturbpeaceany
time. Keeping this in mind, it is
necessarytokeepopposingsides
bound down.”
A Bench of Justices Ramesh
SinhaandRajeevSinghnotedthat
as per the PIL, orders had been
passedbySDMsofdifferentareas
ofSitapur,workingundertheDM.
“... the petitioner has submitted
that notices... are not only baselessbutalsotakeawaythefundamentalrightsofapersonasfarmers are not allowed to come out
from their houses as the police
have surrounded their houses,”
reads the order.
TheBenchdirectedAdditional
Advocate General Shri Vinod
Kumar Shahi, representing the
state, to “fetch instructions in the
matterfrom(the)SitapurDistrict
Magistrate”.
According to the petition, the
noticesaskfarmerstofurnishpersonal bonds ranging from Rs
50,000 to Rs 10 lakh and two
sureties of like amounts. The PIL
saysthatnotonlyaretheamounts
too exorbitant for the farmers,
thesehadbeensought"merelyon
thebasisof thereportof thelocal
police personnel and without
providing any opportunity of
hearing to such farmers”.
The notice issued by the
Maholi SDM directs the 10 farm-

erslikeSatnamSinghPannuand
DarshanPalgaveinflammatory
speeches, following which the
protesters breached the barricades,” said Shrivastava.
“Police had many options,
but remained calm. While 394
police personnel were injured,
30 police vehicles were damaged,” he said.
A 27-year-old farmer,
NavreetSingh,diedatITOwhen
histractoroverturned.IntheFIR
filedinconnectionwiththeITO
violence, Delhi Police has
claimed that Singh was driving
inarashandnegligentmanner.
AccordingtotheFIR,evenaspolice personnel were trying to
help Singh, other protesters
turned up with tractors and
tried to mow them down.
OnWednesday,securitywas
beefedupinseveralpartsofthe
city, with paramilitary forces
stationed in several areas like
Red Fort, central Delhi and the
three farm protest sites.
Home Minister Amit Shah
heldameetingwithDelhiPolice
Commissioner Shrivastava,
IntelligenceBureauchiefArvind
Kumar, and Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla.
SourcessaidDelhiPoliceofficers were instructed to take
strict action against the rioters
andtoidentifyandbookleaders
whohadinstigatedorfacilitated
the violence. Sources said Shah
also received a report from the
Delhi Police on the violence.
“It has beenmade clearthat
such violent behaviour on the
part of certain elements from
therallycannotbetoleratedand
a strong message has to be sent
throughlegalaction,”saidanofficial.
MinisterofStateforHomeG
KishanReddycalledtheprotesters'actions"seditious",andalso
blamed
the
Congress.
"Desecratingsymbolsontheday
our republic was consecrated is
sedition... Congress Party's vulture politics is exposed again, "
hetweeted,shortlyafterameetingwithShah.

—WITHDEEPTIMAN
TIWARY,NEWDELHI

ers, including four women,
named by it to present themselvesby10amonJanuary21,and
explainwhytheyshouldnotsign
personal bonds worth Rs 10 lakh
each and hand over two sureties
of the same amount for one year
to maintain peace.
Kamal Kishore, one of the
farmers served a notice in the
PisawanPoliceStationarea,however, said they were not allowed
topresenttheirside.“Thenotices
were served at our homes. Some
people were just shown the notices by officials, who then took
themback.Thoseamonguswith
smartphones clicked a photo,”
Kishore, who is associated with
the district's Sangtin Kisan
MazdoorSanghatan(SKMS),said.
Ram Saheli, 35, of Pisawan,
also served a notice, said she had
five children and could barely
makeendsmeetonheronebigha
land."Iliveonthesameland.Icultivate some vegetables and the
rest of the time work as a farm
labourer,” she said.
Rathore said they provided
farmers enough chance to reply
to the notices. “Many farmers
came on the dates allotted to
them. I explained the CrPC provisions to them under which action was being taken. I told the
farmers they were free to move
around, but should not indulge
in any activity which may disturb peace. I told them they can
celebrate Republic Day." The
SDM added that those who
could not appear on a specified
date were given another date.

New Delhi

Sitapur Additional DM Vinay
Kumar Pathak told The Indian
Express that the SDMs and city
magistrates had served the noticesfollowingreportsfromCircle
Officersaboutlawandorderconcerns. “After a report is received
fromapolicestation,andaccordingtothestatureofaperson,anotice is served under CrPC Section
111withamount(specified),”said
Pathak.
Dhuru, who is the national
convenoroftheNationalAlliance
of People's Movements, said she
came to know of the issue
through the SKMS. “We are also
collectingnoticessenttofarmers
of other districts, like Baghpat.”

Tandav

Aggarwal, counsel for Tandav actor Mohammed Zeeshan Ayyub,
who contended that the statementsof the character cannotbe
attributed to the actor in person.
To this, Justice Shah said that
the actor would not have accepted the role without reading
the script and added, "you cannot hurt religious sentiments of
others".
Nariman pointed out that
the objectionable parts, which
allegedly hurt religious sentiments, have been removed and
an apology tendered. Despite
this, seven more FIRs have been
filed, he said.
The bench pointed out that
the prayer was for quashing the
FIRs and sought to know why he
was not approaching the high
courts.Theseniorcounselreplied
that the FIRs were in six states
"and it's increasing every day".
Justice Shah remarked that
police can file a closure report if
the content has been removed
and the apology tendered.
Emphasisingthatitwasacase
of free speech under Article
19(1)(a), Nariman referred to
Republic TV Editor-In-Chief
Arnab Goswami's case in which
theSChadclubbedtheFIRspending in different states.
Agreeing with Nariman,
Senior Advocate Mukul Rohatgi,
appearing for Amazon India
Creative Head Aparna Purohit,
said, "(The show) is a political
satire. If people are so sensitive...
thenart,cinema,TV,allwillbedestroyed." Article 19(1)(a) is the
mostzealouslyguardedrightand
must be protected as was held in
the Goswami case too, he urged.
Urging the bench to at least
mergeallFIRs,herecalledthatthe
court had done so in the M F
Husain case in which he had appeared."Thepetitionersresidein
Bombay. Why will they go to different states?" Rohatgi said.
Senior Advocate Siddharth
Luthra, appearing for the producer,directorandscriptwriterof
Tandav, also sought to underline
theArticle19(1)(a)argumentbut
thebenchtoldhim,"Yourrightto
freedom of speech is not absolute."
As Luthrareferredtothecontents of the FIR, the bench wondered how it could decide in an
Article32petitionwhetheranoffence has been made out or not.
Stating that it involved questionsoflibertyandnaturaljustice,
Luthra referred to the SC order
protecting journalist Amish
Devgan from coercive action in
FIRs filed against him in different
statesandconsolidatingtheFIRs.
Tandav, argued Luthra, is an
analytical serial about political
and social issues. The makers
deleted the scenes when objections were made, he said, adding
that on Amazon and other OTT
platforms, a person sees somethingonlywhenheorsheagrees
to watch it.
The cases against its makers,
he argued, "is persecution not
prosecution".
Rohatgi reiterated that in
Goswami'scase,onlytheprimary
complaintwaskeptaliveandothers were quashed. But Justice
Shah told him that the Goswami
case was considered by another
bench of which he too was a part
and the FIR was not quashed.
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Inside a VHP bike rally for
temple funds: Businessman,
insurance execs, children

SURGERIES, OPDs RESUME

Covid cases in
double digits

ABHINAVRAJPUT

ASTHA SAXENA

NEWDELHI,JANUARY27
“HUM HINDU jagaane aaye hain,
Hum Hindu jaga kar jaayenge”;
“Chamak rahi talwarein sab ki,
chamak raha trishul hai, Hindu ko
kamzor na samjho, ye dushman ki
bhool hai”; and “Hindustan me
rehna ho to Vande Matarm kehna
sikho, aur aukat me rehna sikho”.
Thesewereamongsongsthat
blaredonaloudspeakerinstalled
on a lorry on Tuesday as hundreds of motorbikes lined up behind it as part of a rally to raise
awarenessabouttheRamMandir
fund collection drive. It had been
organised by the Mayur Vihar
unitoftheVishvaHinduParishad
and the Bajrang Dal.
Most bikes flaunted saffron
flags, three men shared many
two-wheelers,andbarelyanyone
woreahelmet.Somewomenaccompanied them on scooters,
whilee-rickshawsinthebackhad
the elderly, children and more
women.
Manvendra Singh Senger, 36,
wasamongthebikerswaitingenthusiastically for the rally to begin. He had come with his 13year-old son and 8-year-old
nephew. Senger, who runs a water tank business, has been associated with the local RSS unit for
a decade. “Sometimes I take my
son along to the shakha. The RSS
hasmadeHindusproud,soIhave
been associated with it,” he said.
Busy on weekdays, Senger
takesouttimeforSanghworkon
Sundays and public holidays.
“Nowthetaskwehaveistoreach
outtomaximumfamilies;thereis
a target that every household in
Trilokpuri and Mayur Vihar has
to be approached,” he said.
As the rally moved towards
theSanjayLake,hisson,holdinga
saffronflag,raisedaslogan:“Ram
ji ke kaam mein taang jo adayega,
Ram ki kasam wo laut nahi
payega.”
TheVHPandBajrangDalhave
organised around 100 such bike
rallies in different wards of Delhi
so far, with more planned till
January 31, after which the fund

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

At Mayur Vihar. VHP and Bajrang Dal have organised around
100 such bike rallies in different wards of the city so far
collection drive would start.
On a scooter were Anu and
Pinky, both aged 23 and working
in the insurance sector. “We are
not members of the VHP or
BajrangDalbutmanyinourfamily are. We took part in the rally
because we wanted to be part of
the work being done for Ram
Mandir,” said Anu, a resident of
Mayur Vihar Phase 1.
As the rally progressed, some
youthsracedtheirbikesforward,
performing stunts.
SanjeevNagar,27,wholivesin
Patparganjandworksinashopin
Noida that sells sofas, said he
started going to RSS shakhas after lockdown restrictions were
lifted.“Hindusareforgettingtheir
culture. I joined RSS after seeing
what happened at Shaheen
Bagh... Hindus had remained
silent,” he said.
The rally concluded at a temple in the area, where a programme was organised to honour kar sevaks from the locality

CORONAVIRUS
IN THE CAPITAL

who were present at Ayodhya
during the demolition of Babri
Masjid, and a businessman who
contributed Rs 2,20,000.
ThelatestissueofPanchjanya,
aweekly magazinepublishedby
the RSS, was also launched, with
an appeal to people to read its
cover story on Ram Temple.
SeemaMaheshwari,aformer
lectureratMaitreyiCollege,satin
the audience. She said she is involved with the Rashtra Sevika
Samiti, a women's organisation
of the RSS,as yoga instructor and
teacher. “It was a dream for us to
see the Ram Temple come and
weareluckyitisbeingfulfilledin
front of our eyes,” she said.

OBSERVING A dip in the daily
number of Covid-19 cases in the
city, the Delhi government has
decided to resume surgeries,
OPDs and other medical services at all its hospitals. The move
is expected to benefit hundreds
of non-Covid patients who have
been put on waiting lists due to
the pandemic.
Delhi recorded 96 fresh
Covid-19 cases on Wednesday,
the lowest single-day figure
recorded since April 30 last
year. The positivity rate was
0.32% after the city conducted
29,855 tests.
An order issued by S M Ali,
special secretary of Health and
Family Welfare, directed all hospitals under the Delhi government, including the society hospitals, to restore the services.
“In supersession of all previous orders in this regard and in
view of the decrease in the
number of Covid-19 cases in
Delhi, it is hereby directed that
all kinds of surgeries/invasive
procedures/IPD/OPDs and other
medical services shall be started
in all hospitals under the government of Delhi,” the order
stated.
The elective surgeries and
OPD facilities in government
hospitals were curtailed in
March after witnessing a rise in
the daily number of Covid-19
cases.
The massive drop in the
number of daily cases on
Wednesday can partly be attributed to the fall in the number of
tests done during the day.
The infection tally in the city
stood at 6,34,325 and the death

The city vaccinated
6,545 beneficiaries
against the target of
8,100 on Wednesday —
a turnout of 80.8%.
According to sources,
the process of
increasing the number
of sites by 25 is
underway
toll reached 10,829 with nine
new fatalities. Earlier this
month, the government had resumed the OPD services at Lok
Nayak and Rajiv Gandhi Super
Speciality hospitals, which were
turned into Covid-only facilities.
At present, there are 8,729
beds for Covid-19 patients, out
of which 8,011 (91.77%) are lying vacant.
Meanwhile, the city vaccinated 6,545 beneficiaries
against the target of 8,100 on
Wednesday — a turnout of
80.8%. Twelve cases of adverse
event following immunisation
(AEFI) were reported from the
11 districts on Wednesday, according to the government officials.
At present, the vaccination
programme is being carried out
at 81 sites across the city.
According to sources, the
process of increasing the number of sites by 25 is underway.
“Twenty-five more session sites
will be added to the existing
number. The decision was taken
after observing an improvement in the daily vaccination
numbers,” said a senior official
from the state health department.
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National council meeting today,
AAP constitution may change
MALLICAJOSHI

NEWDELHI,JANUARY27
THE AAP will hold its National
CouncilmeetingThursday.Onthe
agenda is an amendment to the
clause in the party constitution,
moved by its National Executive,
whichlimitsthenumberoftimes
aleadercanbeanoffice-bearerto
two, sources said.
Accordingtothepartyconstitution,“Nomemberwillholdthe
same post as an office-bearer for
morethantwoconsecutiveterms
of three years each.”
Party convener Arvind
Kejriwalhasbeenanoffice-bearer
twice now, and his term was extended for a year later in 2018 in
view of the Lok Sabha and Delhi
assembly elections. The initial
termwassupposedtoendinApril
2019. The meeting of the council
was then postponed in 2020 because of the pandemic.

PankajGupta,thenationalsecretary, is also serving his second
term as an office-bearer.
The meeting is being held at
CalistaResortinKapasheraat9.30
amonThursday.Itisthesameresort where former party members Prashant Bhushan and
Yogendra Yadav were stripped of
all party posts in 2015.
“The registration will start at
around 9.30am, after which
Arvind Kejriwal is supposed to
speak. At 3.30 pm, the amendments/resolutions proposed by
thenationalexecutive willbeput
up for acceptance,” a national
council member said.
AAP describes the National
Councilasitshighestpolicymakingbody.Ithasaround400membersandhasthepowertoamend
the party constitution. The
NationalExecutive,with21members, is described as the highest
executive body of the party.
AAP has only had Kejriwal as

INGKA SERVICES LLP
Registered Oﬃce: Unit No.421, DLF Tower A, Jasola District Centre
New Delhi - 110 044 LLPIN: AAR-5901

FORM NO. URC.2

Advertisement giving notice about registration under Part I of Chapter XXI
[Pursuant to section 374(b) of the Companies Act, 2013 and Rule 4(1) of the
Companies (Authorised to Register) Rules, 2014]
1. Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of Sub-Section (2) of Section 366 of the
Companies Act, 2013, an application is proposed to be made after ﬁfteen days hereof
but before the expiry of thirty days hereinafter to the Registrar of Companies at Central
Registration Centre ('CRC') at Indian Institute of Corporate Aﬀairs (IICA), Plot No. 6,7,8,
Sector 5, IMT Manesar, Gurgaon, Haryana, India, 122050 that Ingka Services LLP a
Limited Liability Partnership registered under LLP Act 2008 may be registered under
Part I of Chapter XXI of the Companies Act 2013, as a Company limited by shares.
2. The principal objects of the Company are as follows:
To establish a shared service center (“global business operations center”) to manage
operations that cover functionalities like assets, intra-corporate accounting like debit
and credit records, vendor payables, assets tracking and non-ﬁnance operations like
call center services, freight cost management and order processing for certain
geographies and other backend oﬃce related and other ancillary services. Such
services include following
IT Services: Design and development of packaged applications & Customs
applications; Application management support for AMS of ERP and Non-ERP; ERP &
Non-ERP solutions including planning, execution and contracting; Testing services that
include automatic and manual testing; Analytics and data management support;
Emerging applications; Business continuity support; App rationalization; Architecture
and design support; Project services including Project management and Vendor
Governance and support; and Any other support as may be requested by the Service
recipient.
ITeS Support: HR Support Such as Payroll services, Employee data management &
Recruitment services; Finance & accounting related functions such as processing &
managing invoicing and billing, posting journal entries, performing general ledger
accounting, Accounts receivables and bad debt recovery, Intra company billing and
reporting; Business analytics support; Vendor data management, accounts payable
and Sourcing & procurement operations; Supplier governance, such as oﬀshore
support, managing contracts; Application development support; Architectural design
and testing such as solution and governance, application rationalization; and sales and
marketing support; supply chain management support; process management, process
improvement services, program management services, customer experience services
to group entities; and any other support as may be requested by the Service recipient.
3. A copy of the draft memorandum and articles of association of the proposed
company may be inspected at the oﬃce at Unit No. 421, DLF Tower A, Jasola District
Centre, New Delhi 110044.
4. Notice is hereby given that any person objecting to this application may
communicate their objection in writing to the Registrar of Companies at Central
Registration Centre (CRC), Indian Institute of Corporate Aﬀairs (IICA), Plot no. 6,7,8,
Sector 5, IMT Manesar, Gurgaon, Haryana, India, 122050 within twenty one days from
the date of publication of this notice, with a copy to the Company at its registered oﬃce
mentioned above at Para 3.
Dated this 28th day of January, 2021
For Ingka Services LLP
1. Ms. Lalitha Indrakanti [DIN: 06984353]
2. Ms. Divya Kumar [DIN: 08666521]

New Delhi

its national convener till date. His
termwasextendedunanimously
in 2018. With the party expected
to contest several state and municipal elections in the coming
two years, it is unlikely that the
leadership will change. “It is almostcertainthattheconstitution
willbechanged.Atpresent,there
is no real discussion on someone
elsetakingoverthepartyreigns,”
a senior party leader said.
Another clause is expected to
bechanged.Asperthepartyconstitution, two people from the
same family cannot be given executive positions in the party.
“A discussion on this clause
is expected, especially in view of
the upcoming municipal polls.
The son of an MLA who joined
AAP before assembly polls is a
sitting councillor and had won
from Congress. He also joined
AAP recently. There could be
other such cases in the coming
months,” a source said.
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PROTEST SITE FEELS RIPPLES OF RED FORT RAID

Capital chaos
dominates talk at
subdued protest
site, many admit
fault but say
unfair to discredit
movement

Wind out of Singhu sails

Injured cops recall:
‘Observed restraint
because they are
farmers, they did not’
JIGNASASINHA

SOURAVROYBARMAN

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

SINGHU ON Wednesday appeared a little subdued and a lot
emptier, its usual exuberance replacedbyasenseofunease,aday
aftertheviolenceduringthetractor rally in Delhi.
Thecrowdthinnedinthearea
that overflowed with protesters
till Republic Day as many who
had turned up for the tractor
march started their return journey.
A 15-member contingent
fromAmritsar,whichhadarrived
at Singhu on January 20, was
among those that chose to leave.
"All us belong to one family. We
hadspeciallycomeforthemarch.
Our decision to return has nothingtodowithwhathappenedon
Tuesday," said Sakattar Singh,
steeringthetractor-trolley.Asthe
tractor made its way out of the
area,anelderlySikhfarmercame
running behind the tractor, appealingthemtoreturnsoon."We
will babaji," Sakattar nodded.
As Delhi Police fortified entry
points to the city, a fresh batch of
concreteblocksleftthelaneleading to the protest site considerably narrower.
Acrosstheprotestsite,thesequence of events that unfolded
on Tuesday dominated the chatter.Andthecommonthreadthat
bound them was the consensus
that protesters were unfairly
stopped from entering the city
andforcedtomakeaU-turnfrom
peripheral areas.
"All along we were told we
willtaketheRingRoad.Thenwhy
did police put barricades? Don't
we have any right to enter the
country's capital?" said Sandeep
Singh, a resident of Haryana's
Kaithal.
SaidAnandJagnan,aresident
of Panipat,"Manyof usweretold
about the route late on Monday.
Time was so less that it could not
be conveyed to a large section."
Intheabsenceofarobustmachinerytoconveydecisionstaken
by the joint coordination committee leading the protests, the
farmers have to rely on announcements made from the
stage, and word of mouth.
Insomecases,minivansfitted
with microphones are deployed
to make announcements while
some unions also send messengers on bicycles.
Manyvoicesbetrayedasense
of unease over the act “by a section of protesters” to barge into
Red Fort and unfurl the panthic
flagofSikhism.Manydenounced
theact,butaddedthattherelentlessfocuson"theactof afewwas
aimed at sullying the entire
movement".
"Wespentmonthsontherailway tracks of Punjab. No one
bothered.Wehavespentovertwo
monthshere,everydaypeopleare
dying,buttheyaremakingitlook
like we are all extremists. No one
is showing we were also showered with petals in many places,"
saidHarjinderSinghfromPatiala,
whosaidhereachedRedFortbut
did not enter.
Participants of the march returned to the site through the
nighttillearlyWednesdaymorning. The Delhi government's langar sewa remained suspended
due to "vandalism" and will resume soon, AAP MLA Raghav
Chadha said.
Gagandeep Singh from
Kaithalsaidfarmershadnointention of indulging in vandalism.
"Lakhs of us have been camping
here. There has not been one act
of violence."
The farmers unions have
claimedthatunrulyelementsinfiltrated the march, triggering
confusion and chaos, a narrative
echoed by protesters on the
ground.
"The mob does not have any
definite shape. When the floodgatesopen,waterdoesnotalways
flow in accordance with the set
course of the river. It often leads
to a deluge," said Jagnan, who
runs a dairy trade in Panipat and
supplies milk to protesters on a
daily basis.

At Ghazipur Monday. Many who had arrived for the tractor parade on Republic Day have left. Prem Nath Pandey

At Tikri, a short march for course correction: ‘This
will improve our discipline for future parades’
ARANYA SHANKAR

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27
A DAY after chaos in the capital,
farmers at Tikri border
Wednesday largely agreed that
the developments of Tuesday —
including veering off the designated route, entering Red Fort
and hoisting the Sikh religious
flag atop it — were “wrong”,
though some insisted it was a
“ploy” to defame protesters.
Crowd remained large at the
border protest site Wednesday,
with only those who had come
just for the tractor rally having
left. Many said going back was
not an option. "We have been
here from day one and will stay
tilltheend.Wewillstaytill2024,
untilthisgovernmentgoes,if we
have to," said Sukhdev Singh
from Bathinda.
Mostpeoplewerearoundthe
mainstage,wherespeechesemphasisedthatonlyinstructionsof

Volunteers marched till Bahadurgarh bus stand. Aranya Shankar
the Samyukta Kisan Morcha be
followed and asked protesters
not to be "swayed". Late afternoon, volunteers took out a
marchtillBahadurgarhbusstand
to mark their presence among
farmers, after appeals from the
stage to "march under flags of
farmers".

Gurudutt Singh, a volunteer,
said, "After yesterday's mistake,
this is a way for us to register our
presence among farmers and
also improve our discipline for
future parades."
Atthestage,onespeakersaid,
"This was a BJP ploy. Farmers
were misled. They are the ones

who provoked us by making us
sitherefor60days.Wewillkeep
fighting."
Another said, "What happenedatLalQilaisnotsomething
we could have done. One must
ask how this small crowd could
enterLalQilaandhoistaflagwith
police present there."
Manyintheaudienceagreed.
Major Singh, a farmer from
Punjab,saidveeringoff theroute
was not necessarily wrong but
the Nishan Sahib flag should not
havebeenhoistedattheLal Qila.
"People say permission was not
given for the route some took.
Even Bhagat Singh didn't have
permission to enter the
Assembly, but he did. If the governmenthadlistenedtous,none
of thiswouldhavehappened.But
the flag hoisting was wrong. We
are here only under the Indian
flag and flags of our farmer
unions," he said.
Jagsir Singh, from Jagraon in
Punjab, said, "There has been so

muchfrustrationamongpeople.
Our peoplehave died. They have
killed themselves. There was no
outrage then. But now farmers
are being maligned. This was a
reaction to an action.”
However, some like Surinder
Singh felt what happened on
Tuesday was not wrong. "It was
required. At least now the government knows our strength.
We have been sitting here
peacefully, and we have got
nothing," he said.
The discomfiture with the
NishanSahibbeinghoistedatthe
Red Fort was more palpable
among farmers from Haryana.
Kishan Kumar from Jhajjar
district said, "Whatever happened was completely wrong.
Thisisnotaprotestof asinglereligion. It is a protest of farmers,
and the farmers' flag should alwaysbesupreme.Routesshould
havebeenfollowed.Thiswillcreate problems for our union leaders in future negotiations now."

Quieter, emptier: Ghazipur site, which first broke ranks
SUKRITABARUAH

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27
BY 2 pm on Wednesday, the
greencarpetsinfrontof thestage
at the Ghazipur protest site had
been rolled up, marking an early
end to the day’s activities. A day
afterthetractorrallyspiralledinto
violence, the gathering at the
Ghazipur protest site had visibly
thinnedandtheatmospherewas
more subdued.
The Ghazipur site was from

wherealargenumberof protesters first broke away from
Tuesday's designated route to
head towards Central Delhi. A
farmer who died at ITO, Navreet
Singh,hadalsoleftforDelhifrom
here. The few speeches made
from the Ghazipur stage on
Wednesdayweretributestohim.
IndaysleadingtotheRepublic
Dayrally,thegatheringtherehad
swelled to several thousand and
theirtractorsandtentshadoccupied over 2.5 km both over and
below the Ghazipur flyover.

OnWednesday,thosepresent
said the numbers seemed dwindled because most of those who
had arrived just to participate in
the rally had returned.
"Manyhadcomefromnearby
districts and villages for the rally,
andbecauseof thatthenumbers
hadincreasedalotinthelastfew
days.Theyhavereturnedtotheir
villages afterthe rally. A fewmischievouspeoplehadtakenthings
out of hand yesterday but the
protest will continue peacefully
as before," said Jitender Singh

from Lakhimpur district.
The coordinators at the
protestsitehavemaintainedthat
some “mischievous elements”
had provoked and misled other
protesters into breaking away
from the rally.
“We are currently keeping a
lookout for any mischievous elements and we are also telling all
protesters to not be misled by
anyone… Yesterday, some of
these elements broke out early
and the rest of the farmers followed them not knowing it was

not the correct time or route,”
claimedJitenderSingh,volunteer
and security in-charge at
Ghazipur.
This message was communicated from the stage on
Wednesday as well. “We were
told that there are some wrong
people among us and we should
be vigilant about them. If there
are people who say provocative
things, we should understand
that they are not a part of our
movement,” said Jagtar Singh
from Bareilly district.

A DAY after violent clashes that
left394policepersonnelinjured,
morethan80werestilladmitted
to hospitals across the capital,
with most recalling how they
wereoutnumberedbyprotesters
carryingswords,lathis,glassbottles and chains.
Inspector P C Yadav, who was
deployedatRedFort,sustainedinjuries on his face, head, back and
hand. “We saw a large number of
people entering the fort and followed them. They then climbed
walls and went to the rampart.
Wetriedtoremovethembutthey
becameaggressiveandstartedattackinguswithswordsandlathis.
Onepersonnelwashitinthehead
and was bleeding. I went downstairs and was taking him to the
hospital when they stopped us
andthrasheduswithlathis.Iwas
wearing protective gear but my
helmet broke after they hit me
with the sword. I then lost consciousness. We did observe restraint because they are farmers,
but they didn’t,” said Yadav, who
received 12 stitches on his head.
Sandeep (32), who works as
anoperatorforDCP(North)Anto
Alphonse, sustained injuries on
hishands,backandabdomen.At
Tirath Ram hospital, he said he
was “scared” when hundreds of
farmersenteredtheRedFortand
shouted “police ko maaro” while
brandishing weapons.
“I was at Red Fort when the
protestersbrokethroughthegates
and were hoisting their flag.
Around 3 pm, when some of the
groups were starting to leave,
moretractorscameinandjoined

At ITO on Tuesday. Tashi Tobgyal
them.Iwasinsidethefortwhena
group of 5-10 protesters charged
at me. They beat me up with
lathis. I ran with some other personnelandhidnearawashroom,
but they found us and shouted
‘inko maaro’. We were scared because most of us were injured.
They again thrashed us and left. I
calledDCPsirandhesentmetoa
hospital,” said Sandeep.
Teams from the Third
Battalion, North district, Central
districtandCRPFwerecalledinto
assist police at Red Fort, but they
too had a hard time controlling
the crowd. Head constable
Mahavir(48),whoispostedinthe
ThirdBattalion,saidhesustained
injuries on his shoulders and
headwhentryingtoremoveprotestersfromthefort.“Theypelted
stones at me. I fell on the ground
and tried to save myself but they
thrashed me with lathis. I was
alone and rushed to save myself.
The protesters were jumping
wallsandpeltingstonesandglass
objects at us. They even tried to
set fire to CRPF vehicles. We didn’t take any action and were told
torescueotherinjuredpersonnel.
We went to a nearby school and
waitedforanambulanceasroads
were blocked.”

Protesters retreat as
locals issue ultimatum
SAKSHIDAYAL

GURGAON, JANUARY 27
ADAYafterthetractorparadesat
Tikri,GhazipurandSinghuculminated in violence, farmers who
hadbeenprotestingattheMasani
barrage on National Highway 48
for almost a month were
Wednesday given an ultimatum
by local panchayats to “clear the
areawithin24hours”.Bycloseof
day, the protesters had started
moving back to the HaryanaRajasthan border.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,
Satnarayan Nehra of the Nehra
Khapsaid,“Someofthelocalpeople in the area held a panchayat
and with the support of the administrationgaveusnooptionbut
to return to the border... Our own
Republic Day parade was completely peaceful. We cooperated
with the police and administration, but this violence has weakenedourcauseandleftuswithno
defence.”
It was at 10 am Wednesday
thatpanchayatsof 20villages,in-

cluding Masani village, held a
meeting and decided to give an
ultimatum to the farmers. “The
incident has shamed India and
everypersonhereisalsoresponsible for this. We cannot tolerate
such things...,” said Lalram,
sarpanch of Masani village.
He added that although the
residents had been facing issues
earlier itself, they had restrained
themselvestillnow.“Someof the
protestershadindulgedinhooliganism;roadshavebeenbroken;
crops have been damaged. Ours
wasanopendefecation-freearea
but this is no longer true... (We)
keptthinkingthattheyarefarmers and did not take any action,”
alleged the sarpanch.
In Palwal, a day after farmers
protestingagainstthethreefarm
billstriedtobreakthroughpolice
barricades, an FIR has been
lodged against more than 2,000
people regarding the incident.
“The FIR has been registered
against 2,000 to 2,200 people in
350 to 400 tractors who became
violent with police officers,” said
Hanish Khan, the probe officer.

CULTURE MINISTER TAKES STOCK

Extent of Red Fort damage becomes clear, tableaux targeted too
ANANYA TIWARI, DIVYA A
& ASHNA BUTANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

CCTVCAMERAS,metaldetectors,
glass windows and security
equipmentattheentranceof the
Red Fort, where visitors deposit
baggageandareclearedbysecurity, lay ransacked and smashed,
a day after protesters stormed
the monument.
On Wednesday morning,
Union Minister of Culture and
Tourism Prahlad Singh Patel visitedtheFortwithDelhiPoliceofficers to assess the damage.
Patel tweeted: “I visited the
RedFortthismorningalongwith
Culture Secretary (Raghvendra

Singh) and ASI Director-General
(V Vidyavathi). I have instructed
them to prepare a report immediately and lodge an FIR.”
The report will be submitted
to the Ministry of Home Affairs.
Even as the ASI refused to reveal the extent of damage,
sources in ASI and the Ministry
of Culture said there has been
substantialdamage andlittering
inside the premises, adding that
even tableaux parkedthere after
Republic Day were targeted.
The ASI report will be the basis for charges that the Delhi
Police will press on the rioters,
an ASI source said. The source
said there has been damage to
the flooring due to movement of
tractors inside the premises, and

The entrance to Red Fort, Wednesday. Praveen Khanna
that some walls have been
scratched and scraped in the
process. A part of the grill of the
iconic Lahori Gate also received

some dents, the source said.
Outsidethepremises,signsof
destruction were visible everywhere — from the demolished

entry points to the ransacked
cabins of security and Central
Public Works Department officials. Audio-visual equipment
givenfortourslaybatteredwhile
shards of windows and some
lights were strewn across the
floors. Outside the security area
lay an upturned CISF Gypsy, and
justinsidethetallgatesoftheRed
Fort, a bus stood with its windows broken. The railing lining
the grassed moat lay tilted and a
fewbarepiecesof chairsandrailings lay beneath.
Red Fort has been shut since
January 19 after cases of bird flu
were confirmed inside its premises.OnWednesday,ASIdeclared
it will remain shut from January
28 to January 31.

Damage at ITO

A visual assessment by the
Public Works Department
(PWD) revealed railings were
brokeninseveralareasinITOand
NetajiSubhashMarg,thoughthe
roads were not damaged.
Officials said stainless steel railing, around 150 metres long, on
the central verge near Vikas
Bhawan at ITO had fallen on the
ground and a few pots too had
beendamagedalongthestretch.
"When barricades break,
there would obviously be some
damage to the footpaths and
plants as well. Immediate repair
work has started. Our teams are
on the ground cleaning up the
area, getting rid of debris,” said a
PWD official.

New Delhi

Butitwouldtakelongertoreplacetherailings.“Generalrepair
work will take 8-10 days. A tender will be floated to replace the
railings that are missing or have
been completely damaged. The
tenderprocessalonewouldtake
a few weeks,” said the official.
Similar damage was seen at
Netaji Subhash Marg. In some
portions,anofficialsaid,themedian had also been broken.
A senior official said, "Since
the damage occurred in the
protests,wewillintimatethepolice about the same. We are
preparing a report on the damages. After the assessment, we
will float a tender. It will take
around three months for repair
and replacement work."
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India raises
BIDEN ADMIN REACHES OUT
concerns over
Khalistan flags at
Rome embassy

3rd Rafale batch
arrives in India
New Delhi: Thethirdsetof Rafale
aircraft reached India from
France on Wednesday, flying
non-stop for over 7,000 km, the
IAF tweeted.
With the arrival of the three
new planes, India has received
11 of the 36 fighters it had ordered in 2016 from France. All
36 are expected to be in India by
the end of the year.
ENS

KRISHN KAUSHIK &
SHUBHAJIT ROY

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27
A WEEK after US President Joe
Biden was sworn in, two top US
officials,DefenceSecretaryLloyd
Austin and National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan, spoke to
their Indian counterparts,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
and NSA Ajit Doval, in separate
phone
conversations
Wednesday.
On the Doval-Sullivan call,
the Ministry of External Affairs
issued a statement where they
flagged issues of “scourge of terrorism”, “maritime security”,
“cyber security” and “peace and
stability in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond”. All these issues have an oblique reference
to China and Pakistan — from
India’s perspective.
The US Defence Secretary’s
call to Singh is significant since
Austin has taken charge just two
days ago, and has spoken to key
allies of the US so far — Canada,
Australia, Japan, South Korea,
NATOandtheUK.Indiaisthefirst
countryoutsidethealliesthathe
spoketoinaphoneconversation.

Sullivan (left) and Austin. File
The call was initiated by
Austin, and the conversation
lasted for about 15-20 minutes,
sourcessaid.Singhtweeted,“We
exchanged views on regional
and global issues of mutual interest to strengthen our strategic partnership.”
A Defence Ministry statement said Singh had previously
congratulated Austin on his appointment. “During the telephonic talk, they reaffirmed
their commitment to work together to strengthen the multifaceted India-US defence cooperation and the strategic
partnership” and “discussed bilateral, regional and global issues,” the statement said.
Sources said that among the
largerissuesdiscussed,therewas
afocusonIndo-PacificandChina
was part of the discussions.
Pentagon’s spokesperson

saidthat“Austinemphasizedthe
Department’s commitment to
the U.S.-India Major Defense
Partnership, observing that it is
built upon shared values and a
commoninterestinensuringthe
Indo-Pacific region remains free
and open”.
Ontheconversationbetween
the NSAs, Ministry of External
Affairs said Doval “underscored
thatasleadingdemocracies,with
an abiding faith in an open and
inclusive world order, India and
theU.S.wereuniquelypositioned
to work closely on regional and
international issues including
combatingthescourgeof terrorism,maritimesecurity,cybersecurity and peace and stability in
the Indo-Pacific region and beyond”.
According to MEA, “NSA
Sullivan stated that the US was
looking forward to working together on the bilateral agenda
and the common global challenges.”
It said the two NSAs “agreed
to work closely to further advanceIndia-U.S. relations,which
are built on shared values and
common strategic and security
interests”.
FULLREPORTON
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HC vacancies: SC questions govt over delay
in action on Collegium recommendations
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

EXPRESSING CONCERN over the
government delaying action on
the recommendations of the
Collegium to fill up vacancies in
the High Courts, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday asked
Attorney General K K Venugopal
toapprise itof the Centre’s timeline in the matter.
“Suppose you have reservations and send the names back,
we can reiterate. But if you don't
give comments for five months
onCollegiumrecommendations,

it is a matter of great concern,”
Justice S K Kaul, part of a threejudge bench headed by Chief
Justice of India S A Bobde, observed as a matter which raised
the question of vacancies in the
High Courts came up before it.
CJI Bobde told Venugopal
that Justice Kaul has drawn up a
chart about the vacancies in the
High Courts and the proposals
pending with the government
and the Collegium. He said 189
proposals were pending and
asked the Attorney General to
study the same.
Justice Kaul pointed out that
in five months, the Collegium

cleared nine names of which six
arependingwiththegovernment.
The Attorney General referred to the pendency figures
and said the numbers had reduced to 104 from 150 in
December 2020.
CJI Bobde said the main objective was to speed up appointmentsandthatthecourtwasnot
asking about matters which the
Collegium had deferred. “We all
need to see a timeline to achieve
this target,” he said.
Justice Surya Kant said the
government has taken more
than a year to respond in some
cases. “You say something is

pending with Intelligence
Bureau and some Chief Minister
has not responded. But we want
to know your timeline," he told
the Attorney General.
The bench also took note of
the large number of vacancies in
Delhi High Court and wondered
why there has been no recommendation for a long time. The
CJI said the High Court must respond when it hears the matter
again next week.
Justice Kaul referred to the
difficulties in getting enough
names from lawyers in High
Courtsforconsiderationandsaid
SC lawyers could be considered.

“India has an unequal distribution of rainfall, temperature and weather patterns, creating an imbalance when it comes to farming
in different parts of the country. Moreover,
the farming community lacks awareness regarding various government benefits, sometimes due to their inability to comprehend
rules regarding such benefits and sometimes
due to misconceptions. Similarly, much
awareness is needed to make them embrace
technology and mechanise the farming
process. Viability of small & marginal farmers
is a big issue that needs to be addressed comprehensively. I sincerely believe we can reach
the goal of achieving PM Modi’s vision of
doubling the farmers’ income by 2022, if
every industry stakeholder involved comes
together”, says Mrityunjaya Singh,
Managing Director, CLAAS Agricultural
Machinery Private Limited.
Why farming isn’t viable these days?
Do you think agricultural institutes
should do more in creating awareness
among farmers?
Due to the archaic Land Holding Act, the average land holding is going down among farmers over the generations.Today, 85% of Indian
farmers are having less than a hectare of
farmland. This limits the scope to mechanise
and improve farm productivity. Another factor affecting profitability is dependence on
traditional crops like paddy and wheat that
yield lower returns. Farmers need to diversify,
grow 3-4 crops including cash crops, or engage in organic farming.
Our agricultural institutions can do more
in updating farmers, providing them with
knowledge about various schemes, or making them aware about the benefits of crop diversification. Similarly, the farming community should be educated about the benefits of
using agricultural machinery to improve farm
productivity.
What is the role of your company in
making the farming community aware
about agricultural machinery?
CLAAS understands technology and its usage
and benefits for the Agriculture sector.Across
the globe, CLAAS educates the farming community about the benefits of
bringing technology to
farming. In India, we

Mrityunjaya Singh
have CLAAS Academies through tie-ups with
several agricultural universities - at Rahuri and
Akola (Maharashtra), Ludhiana (Punjab),
Dharwad (Karnataka), Sabour (Bihar) and
Bhubaneswar (Odisha). Further, we have our
own state-of-the-art academy at Tumkur,
about 60 km from Bangalore.At these Academies we update University faculty, students,
dealers, customers and farmers regarding
every technological development that can
benefit their farming methodology and help
improve productivity.
For operators a good quality training is also
provided to enhance their skills in handling
modern equipment.We have a CLAAS Operators Club under which machine operators
who have been trained by us enjoy several
benefits provided by CLAAS - scholarship for
one child, subsidised advanced level training,
personal accidental insurance, preview of latest machinery launch and better job prospects
by connecting them to machine owners
CLAAS is well known for providing
harvesting solutions that can address
multiple crops. What is the state of
maize mechanisation
nowadays?
Yes, CLAAS
harvesters do
harvest mul-

tiple crops like paddy, wheat, maize, soybean,
pulses, sunflower etc. Mechanisation level of
maize harvesting today is very low at about
10% or less. It is because the attention is lacking from the government to increase mechanisation for maize harvesting since more attention goes towards paddy and wheat, both
accounting for over 200 million tonne per
year, compared to about 28 million tonnes of
maize. However, the need for increasing area
under maize is growing, particularly because
the Government would like farmers to move
away water-guzzling crops like paddy.
Farmers’ earnings from maize can go up
significantly if we increase adoption of mechanised harvesting. For example, the estimated
cost of manual harvesting is Rs.6000 per acre.
If this is mechanised, the cost comes down to
Rs. 3000 per acre. There is also a substantial
saving on time and a reduction in losses. It
therefore makes tremendous economic sense
to mechanise harvesting.
Finally, what are your suggestions to
various industry stakeholders/enablers?
Firstly, the industry has to realise that it is not
only the government’s job to double farmers’
income by 2022, it is every stakeholders’ responsibility to see this vision become a reality.
We should believe in the target and give it
our best try. Secondly, if we continue to be
purely profit-driven and do irreparable damage to our environment for the sake of our
bottom-line, we’re only going to hurt our future generations.
Thirdly, our small & marginal farmers
should become viable and this can only happen when they are educated to adopt a nontraditional crop pattern, apart from the paddywheat cycle. Individual elements of the
industry have to play a major role in providing an interface to farmers to create awareness regarding new agricultural processes,
new crops, new ways of trading and even benefits of land consolidation to improve farming efficiency. All these messages have to go
down to the grassroots level to make farming
viable for small & marginal farmers.
Every one of us from various fields
have to come together to ensure
that we create an ecosystem consisting of best practices so that
the benefits of technology and
market
opportunity
reach every farmer in
the country.
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New Delhi: India has raised with
Italian authorities the issue of
Khalistaniflagsbeingstuckonits
embassy in Rome and has
sought action.
Sources said flags and slogans on Khalistan were painted
on the walls of the embassy on
Tuesday night. The embassy
tookitupwithItalianofficialson
Wednesday.
A source said,“We have been
constantly raising our concerns
with the Italian authorities and
we had done so recently as well
in view of Republic Day... We
have taken up this specific incident with them... Safety and securityof Indiandiplomats...isthe
responsibilityof thehostgovernment.”
ENS

US NSA speaks to Doval,
Def Secy dials Rajnath

The Agriculture Sector Needs
to Come to Terms with Reality!
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

Govtforresumingtalksonly
afterfarmunionsagreetooffer

LIZMATHEW&
HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,JANUARY27

A LOT IN A NAME

AS THE Assembly elections in West Bengal edge nearer, political parties are using all kinds of names while attacking each
other. If the TMC calls the BJP “Bargis” (marauders), the BJP
insists on calling Mamata Banerjee “Pishi” (aunt) instead of
her usual moniker — “Didi”. Under particular attack of this
name-calling has been the TMC’s Abhishek Banerjee,
Mamata’s nephew and seen as next in line in the party. While
the BJP has accused Abhishek of corruption and called him
“Bhaipo”(nephew)repeatedly,SuvenduAdhikari,formerTMC
leaderandstateministerwhorecentlyjoinedthesaffronparty,
added a new term in a speech on Tuesday. He called Abhishek
“babushona”, usually a term of endearment for a young child.
Clearly though, in the political lexicon of Bengal this is not a
term of endearment, but tries to paint the Lok Sabha MP as
immature and inexperienced.

COSTLY AFFAIR

THE NEW menu card of Parliament canteen, which will now
be run by ITDC instead of Northern Railways, has shocked
many MPs. The prices of all items have been increased multiple times — for example, the price of fish and chips has gone
up from Rs 25 per plate to Rs 110, mutton cutlet from Rs 25 to
Rs 150, mutton curry from Rs 20 to Rs 125, and masala dosa
from Rs 6 to Rs 50. According to some members, MPs from
nearby states would be the worst affected, as they get many
guests from their constituencies visiting Parliament during
sessions. Even though visitors are not allowed in the Budget
Session due to Covid-19 restrictions, visitors will be allowed
in future. During their visit, it has been a regular practice that
the MPs treat them with lunch or snacks in Parliament canteen. Nowthat subsidy is off, many may find it difficultto continue this ritual, members say.

FARMERS IN MIND
BJPLEADERandformerMaharashtraChief MinisterDevendra
Fadnavis met Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar on Wednesday and is learnt to have discussed issues
related to farmers and agriculture. The meeting comes at a
timewhenfarmershavebeenprotestingagainstthenewfarm
laws. Interestingly, Fadnavis was the convenor of the highpoweredcommitteeof chief ministersthatrecommendedthe
agri-reform laws.

Chautala drives to the Assembly in his tractor. Jasbir Malhi

INLD’s Abhay Chautala
quits as Haryana MLA
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 27

INDIAN NATIONAL Lok Dal
leader Abhay Singh Chautala
Wednesday resigned as an MLA
fromtheHaryanaAssemblyover
the three new farm laws.
Chautala, his party’s only representative in the 90-member
House, drove to the Assembly
complex in his tractor to physically submit his resignation to
Speaker Gian Chand Gupta.
“I have accepted it (resignationletter).Hehasreferredtohis
earlier two letters that he had

sent to me citing the Union government’s refusal to accept
farmers’ demands,” the
Speaker said.
Abhaysaidhewaswalkingin
the the footsteps of his “grandfather Chaudhary Devi Lal who
workedhisentirelifeforthewelfare of farmers”. “If anybody
works against the interest and
welfareof farmers,ourpartywill
stand against it.”
Earlier this month, Abhay
had written to the Speaker urging him to consider the letter as
hisresignationif Centredoesnot
accept the farmers' demands by
January 26.

Pak hand in farm protest,
says Uttarakhand CM
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, JANUARY 27

A DAY after protesting farmers
engaged in violent clashes with
the police in Delhi on Republic
Day, Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Trivendra
Singh
Rawat
Wednesday alleged that there
were evidences of Pakistan's involvement in the farmers’ agitation. Rawat also said that it appears that farmers’ agitation has
become Congress’ movement.
Speaking to reporters in
Dehradun, Rawat said, “It seems
the farmers’ agitation has now
becometheCongress’sagitation.

Trivendra
Singh Rawat
Various forces which protested
againstCAAandGST,lobbiesand
fractions that have always been
opposed, leftists, and now evidence of Pakistan’s involvement
has also surfaced. This is unfortunate.”
Rawatsaidfarmerscannever
be involved acts that are not patriotic. “Certainly some anarchists have entered strategically
with some agenda.”

WITH FARMER unions on the
backfoot following the violence
during the tractor rally in Delhi
on Republic Day, official sources
indicated that the government
now wants to resume the talks
only after seeing that its offers
are accepted.
There have been informal
talks with farm union leaders,
withthegovernment'srepresentatives flagging the differences
among them.
“The government has got the
upper hand in the negotiation
table now. We are pointing out
thatfarmunionleaderswhohave
been engaging in talks with us
have lost control over the agitators, and they should use this opportunity as a graceful exit and
agreetotheoffersthegovernment
hasmade,”asourceinthegovern-

ment said.
Sources in the government
feelthatfarmers'leaders,whoare
protesting against the three laws,
havelost"moralauthority"inthe
wakeofviolentprotestsinthenational capital on Republic Day.
“The government has already
giventhem(farmerleaders)abetter proposal, but they did not accept it. They lost a good opportunity.... They have (now) lost the
moralauthority.Now,wehaveto
see whether they accept that offer or they come with a counter
proposal," a source said when
asked about the possibility of resumption of talks between the
Centre and representatives of
farmers' unions.
While farmers have stuck to
their demand for repeal of the
laws, the government, which
initially took a tough stand, on
January 20 agreed that it could
suspend the three laws for 18
months and set up a joint committee to discuss the laws in de-

tail. The farmers rejected that
offer and decided to continue
the protests.
However, after Tuesday's
tractorrallyturnedviolentinthe
nationalcapital,oneof theorganisations part of the agitation,
Rashtriya Kisan Mazdoor
Sangathan, announced that it
waswithdrawingfromtheongoing agitation.
Sourcesindicatedthattheruling dispensation expects more
unionstomoveawayfromtheagitation. “Now what we are lookingforwardtoseeingishowmany
morewouldagreetotheoffersthe
government has made,” the
source said.
BJP leaders indicated that the
party would unleash a campaign
to“exposethedifferencesamong
farmerunions”.Itsspokespersons,
whoweresubtleintheirstanceon
theissue,havealreadystartedtoeing an aggressive line in their television debates.
“It was like a closed fist; now

it's open and the farmer unions
have got exposed,” a BJP leader
said.“Theso-calledleadersdonot
haveanycontroloverthem.Even
if the government held discussions, what assurance can they
(unions)giveinmakingeveryone
agree to it? So, the government
will have discussions only if it is
sure that the stand-off is over.”
The BJP leader also said the
government would “naturally
cash in on the Catch-22 situation
the farm union leaders have got
(themselves) in.”
However,partyleadersadmitted that the government's concernoverfarmsectorreformsstill
remains. “We may break the agitation and resolve the issue, but
when the laws are in suspension
ourconcernsovertheagriculture
sector remains,” a party leader
said. “The farmers in some states
(Punjab, Haryana and western
UttarPradesh)havestalledthereforms despite the majority we
have (in Parliament).”

PILs in SC seek
probe, direction
to media

Not planned, says family of
man who hoisted Nishan Sahib

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

A LAWYER on Wednesday approached the Supreme Court
with a Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) seeking a judicial inquiry
intotheviolenceonRepublicday
in the national capital during a
march by farmers protesting the
Centre’snewfarmlaws.Another
PIL urged the court to direct the
media not to declare farmers as
“terrorist” without evidence.
In his plea, Advocate Vishal
Tiwari sought the setting up of a
commission headed by a retired
Supreme Court judge and comprising two retired High Court
judges to hold a time-bound investigation into the incidents.
The plea also sought directions
to the authorities concerned to
register FIRs against individuals
or organisations responsible for
the violence and the protesters
“causing the dishonour of our
national flag” at Red Fort.
Theotherplea,byadvocateM
L Sharma, alleged a “planned
conspiracy” to sabotage the
farmers’protestandclaimedthat
they were branded “terrorist”
with no evidence to back it.

THE FAMILY of a 23-year-old
man from Punjab's Tarn Taran,
accused of hoisting the Nishan
Sahib, a flag sacred to Sikhs, at
the Red Fort during the farmers'
protest on Republic Day,
Wednesdayclaimedthat hewas
innocent and had climbed up
the flagpole only after being instigated by a fellow protester.
Jugraj Singh’s grandfather
Mehal Singh claimed that his
grandson went to the Delhi border with a group of farmers for
participatingintheagitationand
the tractor parade. He said ever
sincethevisualsofJugrajhoisting
the Nishan Singh were shared,
mediapersons,policeteams,and
intelligence officials have been
visitingtheirhomeatvillageVaan
Tara Singh.
“Jugraj had no such plans. A
fellow protester asked him
(Jugraj) to climb the flagpole after others could not do so. Jugraj
then agreed to climb up the flagpole to hoist the flag. He is innocent,”MehalSinghsaidabouthis
grandson.
The villagers said that Jugraj
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Villagers said Jugraj Singh (23) often helped hoist the Nishan
Sahib at local gurdwaras. PTI file
wasagoodmanandoftenhelped
hoist the Nishan Sahib at local
gurdwaras, and that could have
been the reason the fellow protesters asked him to do the same
at the Red Fort.
Fellow villager and ex-serviceman Prem Singh said, “There
wasnoplanningbehindit.Hehad
not gone to Delhi to hoist the
NishanSahib.Hedidn’tcarryany
flag with him. He was quick at
climbing poles and hoisted the
flag handed over by someone
else. He is a good man."

Therehasbeenamassiveoutrage over the religious flag being
hoisted at the Red Fort. Mehal
Singh said he now fears that police would conduct raids at his
house to arrest Jugraj, one of the
three children of Baldev Singh.
The family owns three acres of
farmland in the village.
Tarn Taran police officials
were tight lipped over the development. However, a source said
that police was investigating if
Jugraj had any relation with any
banned outfit.

Away from Morcha,
union accused of
‘plotting’ with govt
part of stir since Sept
RAAKHIJAGGA

LUDHIANA, JANUARY27
THESamyuktaKisanMorcha,the
umbrella organisation of farmer
unionsprotestingagainstthefarm
laws on Delhi borders, has accused the Kisan Mazdoor
SangharshCommittee(KMSC)of
being part of a government conspiracy to discredit the movement.Atthesametime,theDelhi
PolicehasbookedKMSCfounderpresident Satnam Singh Pannu,
along with farm leaders of the
Morcha,undersectionsofrioting,
criminal conspiracy, attempt to
murder and robbery.
Formed in 2017, with a substantial presence in both the
Majha and Malwa regions of
Punjab,theKMSChasinfactbeen
at the forefront of the protests
against the three new farm Bills - while refusing, at every step, to
toe the Morcha's line.
OnTuesday,theKMSCpressed
aheadwithitsdemandtotakeout
a tractor parade on Outer Ring
Road, which was not the route
agreeduponbytheMorchaleaders
withtheDelhiPolice.Manyamong
their supporters then broke away
and were part of the protesters
whoenteredtheRedFort.
Pannu said they followed the
Morcha's calls "most of the time"
atDelhiborders,exceptonfollowingtheroutedecidedbytheDelhi
Police for the January 26 parade.
"Thepeoplehadearlierbeentold
about the Outer Ring Road route
and, hence, wanted to go on that
road. We listened to public sentiment. If any union has spoken
againstus,wearereadytodebate
with them and answer each and
everything.Weareprotestingfor
acauseandallallegationsagainst
us are baseless. We will talk with
alltheunionleadersandkeepcoordinatingwiththeMorcha.Iam
not going to say anything against
them," Pannu said.
TheKMSChasitsownstageat
theSinghu-Kundliborderprotest
site, separate from the Morcha's.
The Morcha's 32 farmer unions
areprotestingbothatSinghuand
Tikri borders, while the BKU
(Ugrahan) has a presence at the
Tikri border near Bahadurgarh,
Haryana. The KMSC and BKU
(Ugrahan)haveoftencoordinated
for joint press conferences at the
protestsites,andaddressedfarmers from each other's stages.

EveninPunjab,theKMSChad
been protesting against the Bills
onitsown.InSeptember,itissued
acalltoblockbridges,goingonto
halt the Harrike bridge connecting Majha and Malwa, the Beas
bridge on the Amritsar-Delhi
highway and the Hargobindpur
bridge in Gurdaspur for nearly a
fortnight. The other farm unions
didnotjointhisprotest,andwhen
they in turn called three 'Lalkar'
rallies, the KMSC stayed away.
Later, the KMSC held its own
rail roko, separate from the other
farm unions, in SeptemberOctober. Its Amritsar-Ferozepur
blockadeonseveralrailtracksstarting September 24 was supported
bytheBKU(Ugrahan)fortwodays.
When Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh held meetings with farm
unionsinOctoberandNovember,
appealing to them to lift the rail
roko,theKMSCdidnotjoin.
Infact,theKMSCcontinuedits
rail roko at the Jandiala Guru
RailwayStationinAmritsarlongaftertheMorchaandBKU(Ugrahan)
endedtheirs,sayingtheywouldallowonlyfreighttrainsbutnotpassengertrainstillthefarmlawswere
repealed. The KMSC dharna near
theparkingareaoftherailwaystation, in fact, is still on, with Pannu
threateningtoreturntothetracks
if any other train besides freight is
allowed. As a result, a majority of
thepassengertrainsstillhaven'tresumedinPunjab.
When the All India Kisan
Sangharsh
Coordination
CommitteegaveaDelhiChalocall
on November 26-27, the KMSC
again stayed away. Instead, it
startedfromPunjabinaconvoyof
1,500 vehicles on December 11,
and started its dharna at SinghuKundli two days later.
The KMSC also stayed away
from the initial rounds of talks of
farmerunionswiththeCentre,on
October 13 and November 13, as
well as the first five meetings aftertheprotestsbeganatDelhiborders,sayingthesewouldnotyield
any results. It has been present
though at the last six meetings
with the Union ministers.
KMSC general secretary
SarwarPandhersaidthatinblamingthemfortheRedFortincident,
BKU (Rajewal) president Balbir
Singh Rajewal is hurting the
movement.“Wealwayscorrected
him at meetings and not in public,”Pandhersaid,addingthatthe
KMSC would still not attack him.

Blamed for Jan 26 violence, Lakha
Sidhana not new to controversies

Conspiracy
with govt help,
say Cong, CPM

RAAKHIJAGGA

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

Prakash Javadekar

A DAY after the violence in Delhi
during the tractor rally, the
Congress on Wednesday
claimed it was a “concerted conspiracy aided and abetted” by
the government to malign the
farmers’ movement. The party
also demanded the sacking of
HomeMinisterAmitShah,arguing that there was a huge security and intelligence failure.
The CPI(M) also said the incidents were the “handiwork of
agent provocateurs, some with
links to the ruling party”, and arguedthattheincidentscannotdetract the focus from the main demand of the farmers of repealing
thethreelaws. The CPI asked the
government not to be rigid but
be realistic and reasonableto accept demands of the farmers.

Javadekar: India
won’t tolerate
manner in which
Tricolour
was insulted

LUDHIANA,JANUARY27
A GANGSTER-TURNED-SOCIAL
activist,beingblamedforinstigating the protesters leading to violence on Republic Day,
Wednesday claimed that he only
marched up to the Outer Ring
Road in the national capital and
neverhadanyagendaofgoingtowards the Red Fort.
Lakhbir Singh Sidhana aka
LakhaSidhana,anativeofSidhana
village in Punjab's Bathinda, accusedthegovernmentandpolice
ofconspiringagainstthefarmers'
agitation while claiming that he
always called for peace.
“I am pained at the incidents
that took place on Tuesday but I
amnotinvolvedinthese.Thereis
novideo,photoorotherevidence
that shows that I instigated peo-

Gangster-turned-social
activist: No evidence I
instigated people
ple.Wehadmarchedtowardsthe
Outer Ring Road following our
farmerleadersinapeacefulmanner. We never had any agenda of
going towards the Red Fort," the
40-year-old said.
Sidhana,whohasbeencamping at the Singhu border since
November26,alsodeniedallegationsthathesharedthestagewith

actor Deep Sidhu, who is also being blamed for instigating violence, at the Singhu border on
Monday night, claiming that he
tried to calm down people who
wanted to take out the march on
the Outer Ring Road.
Sidhanaclaimedthatnearly20
farmerleaderswenttillRingRoad
with their cadres in a peaceful
manner and returned soon after.
He claimed that popular sentiment was in support of going to
the Ring Road as farmer unions
had announced first on January 2
and then on January 17 that they
willcarryoutthetractorrallythere.
Sidhana, who heads Malwa
YouthFederationwhichclaimsto
dosocialwelfareworksinvillages,
has more than 25 criminal cases
registered against him in Punjab.
They include murder, attempt to
murder, kidnapping, and under
ArmsAct.Ahumanitiesgraduate

from Punjabi University, Patiala,
Sidhana claims to have quit the
crime world for social work.
HejoinedthePeople'sPartyof
Punjab in 2011, and quit in 2013.
Since then, Sidhana gained
popularity in the Malwa region,
having helped marry off several
girls from weaker sections and
helpingfamiliesincashandkind.
HehittheheadlinesinOctober
2017forallegedlydefacingEnglish
signages demanding that they be
writteninPunjabi.Hewasarrested
and sent to Faridkot Modern Jail
from where he did a live session
onFacebookappealfarmersnotto
burn paddy stubble. A cellphone
was recovered from his barrack
and he was booked in a case of
cheating. In May 2019, he and 60
otherswerebookedinanattempt
tomurdercasewhiletakingouta
protestrallyinBadalvillage.

WITH PTI INPUTS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Explain why legal action shouldn’t be taken: Delhi
Police writes to Krantikari Kisan Union chief
JIGNASA SINHA

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27
THEDELHIPoliceonWednesday
wrote to farmer leader Darshan
Pal Singh, asking him to explain
why legal action should not be
takenagainsthimandhisorganisation, Krantikari Kisan Union,
a day after the national capital
witnessed violence during the
tractor march.
The letter, signed by DCP
(HQs) Chinmoy Biswal, asked
Singh to send his response in
three days.
“You are asked to explain as

to why legal action shouldn’t be
taken against you and other
members of your organisation...
You are also directed to provide
names of the perpetrators of
such violent acts belonging to
your organisation,” it said.
Singh could not be reached
for his response. Volunteers of
the Samyukta Kisan Morcha, a
united front of the protesting
farmers, said Singh has not received the letter yet.
The police said in the letter
that they had come to an agreement with the farmer leaders to
conduct the tractor rally along
threedesignatedroutes,butSingh

Darshan Pal Singh
andotherleadersactedinanirresponsible manner on Tuesday.
“Your wrong intent was apparent in the night of January 25
itself when militant component
of protesting farmers and fabri-

cated tractors, who were on the
rear of thedharna, were brought
forward at Singhu, Tikri and
Ghazipurborders.Thesemilitant
elementsoccupiedthestageand
started provocative speeches
right from the early hours of
January 26,” the letter said.
According to the police, the
tractor rally started at 7.30-8.30
am from Singhu, Tikri and
Ghazipur,andnotnoon.Theyaccused Singh of not waiting till
the end of Republic Day parade
and going ahead with the rally.
During discussions with the
police,Singhhadagreedtoleadthe
rally from his organisation but he

wasnotfoundatthefront.Further,
Singhalsoviolatedthetermsofthe
rally by taking out more than
5,000tractors,saidthepolice.
“Thenumberof tractorswere
much higher than agreed upon.
In gross violation of the conditions, many participants of your
organisation carried weapons,”
said the police in the letter.
Calling the Red Fort incident
an “anti-national act”, the police
saidSingh’sorganisationwasbehindtheclashes.Theincidentled
to violence and vandalism in
parts of Delhi and several police
personnel were injured during
the clashes.

New Delhi

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY27

BREAKING ITS silence on
Tuesday's violence, the ruling
party on Wednesday said India
will not tolerate the “manner in
which Tricolour was insulted at
the Red Fort”.
Union minister Prakash
Javadekaraddressedthemediaat
the party headquarters in the
evening. His remarks came after
the Congress claimed it was a
“concerted conspiracy aided and
abetted” by the government to
malign the farmers’ movement.
“Actionshouldbetakenagainst
all those who instigated others.
Indiawon’ttoleratethemannerin
which the Tricolour was insulted
at the Red Fort," Javadekar said.
“Rahul Gandhi was not merely
supporting (farmers’ protest) but
wasinstigating.Ithappenedatthe
time of CAA. There was talk of
Congress rally and on the second
day people came on the road. The
samethinghappenedyesterday.”
“ACongresstweetclaimedthe
farmer who died in an accident
wasthevictimof policebrutality.
Whenquestionswereraisedfrom
all over the country, Rahul-ji's
statement came that violence is
not the solution to any problem,"
the minister added.
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Sasikala out of
jail, fresh buzz
of realignment
in TN politics
Time has come to re-establish ‘real
Amma’ govt, says nephew Dhinakaran
ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY 27

E

E X P L A I NE D

EXPELLED AIADMK leader V K
Sasikala was officially released
from a Bengaluru prison on
Wednesday after completion of
her four-year jail term in a disproportionate asset case in
which former chief minister late
J Jayalalithaa was also convicted.
Sasikala’s return to Chennai,
however, may take a few more
daysassheiscurrentlyundergoing treatment for Covid-19 at a
hospital in Bengaluru.
After visiting the hospital, T T
V Dhinakaran, her nephew and
leader of Amma Makkal
Munnetra Kazhagam (AMMK),
invoking Jayalalithaa, said time
has come to re-establish the real
Amma government in pollbound Tamil Nadu again.
“I do not want to speak politicsonadaymyauntisgettingreleased from prison,” he told reporters.WhenaskedaboutChief
MinisterEdappadiKPalaniswami
inaugurating a Jayalalithaa memorial on a day Sasikala was released,hesaid,“Itmeansnothing
but they are also celebrating the
release [of Sasikala].”
He said recapturing AIADMK
wasthekeyobjectivebehindthe
AMMK's formation. “We will
continue to work towards that,”
he said.
While Sasikala never contestedelectionsorspokeonstage
forAIADMK,shecommandedrespect and wielded power in the
partyandAIADMKgovernments
when Jayalalithaa was alive. She
got the same backing when she
picked O Panneerselvam for the
Chief Minister's post after
Jayalalithaa’sdeath.Suchwasher
influence
that
when
Panneerselvam—allegedlywith
support from the BJP — revolted
againstSasikalaandwaspushed
to a trust vote, he could muster
backingof only11AIADMKlegislators, including himself, against
122 who voted with the Sasikala
faction.
Before her conviction and
surrender in the Bangalore
prison in February 2017, the
Sasikalafactionmanagedtooust
Panneerselvam and make
Palaniswami, her most trusted
aide, the Chief Minister.
However, much has changed
in the four years that followed.
Palaniswami joined hands with
PanneerselvamandSasikalawas
not only removed as the party
general secretary but also from
primary membership.
A week ago, after meeting
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Chief Minister Palaniswami
ruled out chances of letting
Sasikala return to the AIADMK.
He said almost all Sasikala loyalists have abandoned her camp.
Still, multiple sources in the
AIADMK said there are chances
of a ceasefire. “If Sasikala is not
encouraged to return to the
AIADMK, we cannot rule out

VK
Sasikala
was in jail
for 4 years

Win this poll for Amma: Palaniswami at Jaya memorial launch
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, JANUARY 27

CHIEF MINISTER Edappadi K
Palaniswami on Wednesday inaugurated a memorial built for
lateChiefMinisterJJayalalithaaon
Chennai’s Marina beach, next to
the memorial built for her mentor and party founder M G
Ramachandran, in a grand ceremony attended by all senior cabinet members, AIADMK leaders
andhundredsofpartycadres.The
AIADMK’sshowofstrengthcame
onadayVKSasikalawasreleased
from jail in Bengaluru.
With its design inspired from
a phoenix, a metaphor for
Jayalalithaa’s political career, the
15-metre-highstructurewasbuilt
at a cost of Rs 80 crore with con-

sultations with experts from IITMadras.Thefoundationhasbeen
strengthened by 500 tonnes of
steel and 1,068 cubic metres of
concretewhilethesuperstructure
is made up of 300 tonnes of steel
and800cubicmetresofconcrete.
During the inauguration,
Palaniswami devotedmostof his
speech to list out all important
policies and welfare schemes introduced by Jayalalithaa during
her four tenures and called it the
golden era of Tamil Nadu.
Reminding people about
Jayalalithaa’s popular slogans,
Palaniswami said that winning
the upcoming state polls in May
wouldbethebiggestsignof gratitudethepartycadrescanpresent
to the late chief minister. “We are
committed to retain Amma’s (as
she was fondly called by follow-

ers) government...We all have to
work hard to achieve that...We
should take our government’s
welfare schemes and services to
eachandeverypersoninthestate
and win this election for Amma.
Let us all take a pledge towards
this,” he said.
Either side of the memorial is
inscribedwithJayalalithaa’smost
popular words – “makkalaal
naan,makkalaukkaaganaan”(by
the people, for the people). A
knowledge park and a museum
also captures the major landmarksinherlife.Withaminitheatre to watch videos on
Jayalalithaa’slife,itcanaccommodate about 100 people and also
has a green area planted with
15,000saplings,granitepathways,
besidesa20kWsolarsystemand
high-mast ornamental lights.

At the inauguration of the Jayalalithaa memorial, in Chennai, Wednesday. PTI

All eyes on
AIADMK
● leadership

SASIKALA'S ENTRY into
mainstream politics along
with her nephew T T V
Dhinakaran will depend
on the decision taken by
the AIADMK leadership.
Both ally BJP and RSS ideologues like S
Gurumurthy, who earlier
claimed that he advised O
Panneerselvam to challenge Sasikala leadership
in 2017, are now encouraging the AIADMK to engage with Sasikala for the
larger cause – defeat
prime rival DMK.
Whether the AIADMK
leadership led by
Edappadi K Palaniswami
will listen to that idea is to
be seen in coming days. If
not, most likely, the assembly elections will
have a third front spoiling
the game like in 2016.
chances of an alliance between
the AMMK and AIADMK,” said a
party leader who still has sympathy for Sasikala. He said many
party leaders are thankful to
Sasikala even if they are unable
to speak out ahead of the polls.
If Sasikala and Dhinakaran
get no room in the AIADMK, the
state may witness formation of
athirdfrontfortheupcomingassembly elections, with the possibilityof somepartiesintheruling alliance breaking away.
S Ramadoss’s PMK and
CaptainVijayakanth’sDMDKare
someof thepartiesthatarelikely
to join the Sasikala camp if they
do not get the number of seats
theydemandintheAIADMK-BJP
alliance.
While PMK doesn’t have a
single MLA in the assembly, it
commands a significant vote
base in northern Tamil Nadu’s
OBC-Vanniyar community. In
the 2016 assembly polls, the
partybaggedavoteshareof 5.32
per cent although it did not win
a single seat.
Captain Vijayakanth’s wife
Premalatha, who had earlier
made statements that Sasikala’s
significance cannot be ruled out,
told reporters on Wednesday
thatPalaniswamiwasnotaChief
Minister elected by the people
but by his party. She was referring to internal clashes in the
AIADMKthatmadeSasikalapick
him for the top job while the
AIADMKwonthe2016pollsprojecting Jayalalithaa as the Chief
Minister.

Ahead of bypoll, BJP
holds grand memorial
service in Almora district
LALMANI VERMA

DEHRADUN, JANUARY 27
AHEAD OF the bypoll in Salt
AssemblyconstituencyofAlmora
district in Uttarakhand necessitated by the death of three-time
BJP MLA Surender Singh Jeena,
the party on Wednesday organisedagrandassemblytopaytribute to the leader, with Chief
Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat
listing out redressals of public
grievancesandannouncingamemorial for Jeena.
Jeena is the third BJP MLA to
have died in the last years —
Pithoragarh MLA Prakash Pant
and Tharali MLA Magan Lal Shah
haddiedin2019and2018,respectively. Events were held in their
memorytoo,butnotonthesame
scale as on Wednesday, BJP
sources said.
Cabinet ministers Yashpal
Arya and Dhan Singh Rawat,
AlmoraMPAjayTamta,andafew
otherMLAsandBJPleadersmade
speeches in the presence of local
residents in Salt on Wednesday.

CM Rawat said Jeena was so
concerned for his constituency
thatofthe1,028complaintshereceived from people, 988 were resolved. “He (Jeena) got 63 announcements for development
projects by me for Salt constituencyand42of thosehavealready been completed,” Rawat
said, adding that Jeena wrote to
himonOctober26requestingfor
11 development works.
BJP had retained Tharali and
Pithoragarhbyfieldingspousesof
theMLAs.ThedatefortheSaltbypollislikelytobeannouncedsoon.
The decision to hold the
‘shradhanjali sabha’ was taken at
a meeting of the BJP core group
earlier this month.
Asked about the grand gatheringforJeena,BJPstatevice-president Devendra Bhasin said,
“Everyworkerisimportantforthe
party and our sentiments are the
same for each leader.”
Thepartyhasdeputedminister Arya and general secretary
SureshBhatttomeetpeopleinthe
constituency and seek response
of voters.

New Delhi
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
PUBLIC HEALTH CIRCLE, SAMBALPUR, ODISHA.

Khanij Bhavan, 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank, Hyderabad-500028
Telangana, CIN:L13100TG1958GOI001674

E-mail id: - sephsbp@yahoo.in / sephsbp@gmail.com

CONTRACTS DEPARTMENT

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

Tender Enquiry No: HO(Contracts)/NISP/Maint/lnst/763

Bid Identification No. SEPHSBP- 08 /2020-21 Dt. 20.01.2021
01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.

Number of Work
Type of Bid
Estimated Cost
Period of Completion
Class of Contractor
Date & Time of availability
of bid document in the portal

:
:
:
:
:

10 nos.
Two Bid system
Rs. 102.94 lakh to Rs. 267.44 lakh
3 (Three) to 4 (Four) Calendar Months
‘B’ & ‘A’ Class.

: 17.00 Hrs of 03.02.2021
: 17.00 Hrs of 11.02.2021
: At 11.00 Hrs. of 12.02.2021

: Superintending Engineer,
P.H. Circle, Sambalpur,
Brooks’ Hill, Near Stadium,
At/Po- Motijharan,
Dist- Sambalpur-768 001.
Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement
“http://www.tendersorissa.gov.in”

Dated:28.01.2021

NMDC Limited, A "NAVARATNA" Public Sector Company under Ministry of Steel, Govt. of
India, invites online bids from experienced domestic bidders for Maintenance of
Instrumentation Installation of RMHS, Cokeoven, By-product, Sinter Plant and
respective auxiliaries for a period of 2 years for 3.0 MTPA Integrated Steel Plant at
Nagarnar near Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh State.
The detailed NIT and Bid documents can be viewed and /or downloaded from
NMDC website:http:www.nmdc.co.in Central Public Procurement portal http://www.
eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app & MSTC portal https:www.mstcecommerce.co.in
/eprochome/nmdc from 28.01.2021 to 10.02.2021.
For accessing the bid document from MSTC portal, bidders to visit MSTC website and
search Tender Event No. NMDC/H0/103/20-21/ET/789.
The Bidders, on regular basis are required to visit the NMDC website / CPP Portal / MSTC
website for corrigendum, if any, at a future date.
For further clarification, the following can be contacted:
Chief General Manager (Contracts), NMDC Limited, Hyderabad, Fax No.+91-04023534746, Tel No.+91-040-23532800, email: steelcontracts@nmdc.co.in
Chief General Manager (Contracts)

: From 11.00 Hrs. of dt. 28.01.2021 to
17.00 Hrs of 11.02.2021

07. Last date / time of seeking
clarification
08. Last date / time of receipt of
bids in the portal
09. Date & Time of opening of
Technical bids
10. Name and Address of the
Officer Inviting Bid
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MEGHALAYAN AGE LIMITED
(Govt Meghalaya Undertaking)

portal

Sd/Superintending Engineer,
P.H. Circle, Sambalpur.

Request for Proposals
Meghalayan Age Limited (MAL), a Govt of Meghalaya undertaking
invites Request for Proposals from eligible individuals for
Individual Consultant for Project Management support to
Meghalayan Age Limited.
Last date for Submission of the Proposal: on or before 27th
February by 5:00 PM.
Details are available at www.mbda.gov.in
All interested parties to keep themselves updated on any
addendums through this website.
No further newspaper advertisements will be published
Expressions of Interest must be delivered in a written form to the
address below through registered post/speed post/ courier/ by
hand/ email on or before 27th February 2021. Email id:
meghalayanagelimited@gmail.com
Meghalayan Age Limited, Meghalaya Basin Development
Authority C/o Meghalaya State Housing Financing & Cooperative
Society Ltd., Upper Nongrim Hills, Shillong- 793003.Phone: 03642522921/2522992.
Sd/Chairman and Managing Director
Meghalayan Age Limited

OIPR-13018/11/0007/2021

NIA takes over probe into killing of
Shaurya Chakra awardee in Punjab
militancyinPunjab,wasgunned
down at his home in Tarn Taran
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27
district’s Bhikhiwind by two
unidentified bikers on October
THE NATIONAL Investigation 16.Theattacktookplacemonths
Agency Wednesday took over after the 62-year-old's security
the probe into the killing of cover was removed by the state
Shaurya Chakra recipient government. Sandhu’s family
Balwinder Singh Sandhu in termedthekillingaterrorattack,
Punjab.
and blamed it on the decision to
Sandhu, known for fighting remove his security.
“During
theinitialinANJU BOBBY SPORTS FOUNDATION
vestigation
B12, GoodEarth Orchard, Kengeri, Bengaluru-560060
by Punjab
TENDER NOTICE
Police,itwas
The Chairperson of Anju Bobby Sports Foundation
(ABSF) invites item rate tenders in two-bid system from
revealed
specialised Indian agencies for the following work.
that
the
NIT No: ABSF-20-21/001. Construction of 400 metre 8
killing
was
lane Sandwich Type Synthetic Athletics Track (World

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

executed under a conspiracy
hatched by Pakistan based
Khalistani Terrorist Lakvir Singh
Rode and his handlers in
Pakistaniintelligenceagency,ISI.
The killing of Comrade
Balwinder Singh was executed
through Sukhmeet Pal Singh
alias Sukh Bhikariwal r/o village
Bhikariwal, Kalanaur, District
Gurdaspur,agangsterturnedterrorist,” NIA said in a statement.
In November, the Tarn Taran
policehadarrestedeightpersons
in the case. But in December, the
Delhi Police Special Cell arrested
five suspected members of a
banned terrorist group followingabrief exchangeof fireinEast

Athletics Class II certified, Class 1 category field tested)
for Anju Bobby Sports Foundation at Sy.No 92,
Kambipura, Kengeri, Bengaluru-560074.
Estimated Tender Value: INR. 5,25,00,000 (Rupees Five
Crores Twenty Five Lacs Only). Last Date for Submission
of Technical & Price bid: 3:00pm, 16th Feb 2021.
Tender documents can be obtained from the Operations
Office of ABSF at Confluence Club, GoodEarth Malhar,
Kambipura, Kengeri, Bengaluru-560074 between 10am to
5pm on weekdays upon payment of INR. 10,000/(Rupees Ten Thousand Only) in Demand Draft or bankers
Cheque in favour of “Anju Bobby Sports Foundation”.
Email: anjubobbysf@gmail.com | Phone: +91-72594-36280

MIPR NO. 1694 dt. 27/1/2021

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE

“e” Procurement Notice for Road Works
Identification No.- Online Tender- Road N.C.B. No. 279 for 2020-21.
Letter No. 228/WE
Date: 21.01.2021

O-948
1. Name of the work

:- Road works

2. Total No. of works
3. Estimated Cost

:- 03 Nos. (Three)
:- Rs.174.67 lakhs to Rs 343.61 lakhs (Approximately)

4. Eligible Class of Contractor
5. Period of Completion
6. Other details

:- B Class, 'A' Class & Special Class (of Odisha P.W.D.) or relevant Class of other licensing authorities (as per annexure).
:- 9 (Nine) & 11 (Eleven) Calendar months for the work.
:-

Procurement Officer
1
Superintending Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Balasore

Bid Identification No.
2
NCB No.- 279

Availability of tender On-line for bidding
From

To

3
27.01.2021 at 11.00 A.M

4
11.02.2021 Up to 5.00 P.M.

Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersodisha.gov.inO

Last Date & Time of seeking Date & Time of Opening of Tender in O/O S.E.R.W. Circle, Balasore
Tender Clarification
Technical Bid
Financial Bid
5
10.02.2021 Up to 5.00 P.M.

6
12.02.2021 at 11.00 A.M.

7
Will be intimated later

S/d Er.P. K.Sahoo
Superintending Engineer, R.W. Circle, Balasore.
0IPR-25105/11/0014/2021

New Delhi

Delhi’s Shakarpur. While two
were from Punjab, three belonged to Kashmir.
The two accused from
Punjabweresaidtobeassociates
of dreaded gangster Sukhmeet
Singh, alias Sukh Bhikhariwal,
and were allegedly involved in
the killing of Sandhu, a former
CPI(M) member.
Police had then said they
were working on the directions
of Khalistan movement leaders
sponsored by Pakistan’s ISI and
had allegedly killed Sandhu on
their orders.
The two men were allegedly
planning targeted killings invarious north Indian states and the
police
seizedweapons,
drugs, and
other
incriminating
materials
from their
possession.
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BRIEFLY

Police clash with
teachers in Agartala. PTI
TRIPURA

Protesting
teachersclash
withpolice,
manyinjured
Agartala: A demonstrationbyteachersdemanding permanent jobs
turned violent on
Wednesday, with police
firedwatercannonsatthe
protestors, burst tear gas
shells and lathi-charged
them following clashes
between both sides. IGP
(LawandOrder)Arindam
Nathsaid,"Therewereapprehensions of law and
order deteriorations or
thattheycoulddisruptessential services." CPI(M)
leader Bijan Dhar posted
on Facebook, "We condemn the barbaric attack
on peaceful demonstration… We demand to release them immediately
and accept their demand
of reinstating in government service." However,
TripuraBJPspokesperson
Nabendu Bhattacharjee
claimed that a section of
theprotestorswereacting
atthebehestof theopposition and "created" the
clash with police. ENS

KARNATAKA ASSEMBLY SESSION BEGINS TODAY

JD(S)eyesChairmanpost,BJP
lookstotightenCouncilgrip

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 27

THE BJP government in
Karnataka is set to renew efforts
to gain control of the legislative
council in the state legislature
when it convenes on Thursday.
Its prospects have received a
boost with the opposition JD(S)
offering support on the condition that its senior leader
Basavaraj Horatti is made council Chairman.
The BJP needs the support of
the JD(S) to oust current
Chairman K Prathapchandra
Shetty against whom the party
has moved a fresh no-confidence motion after an earlier
motion taken up in the winter
session – amid confusion over
JD(S) support for it – was rejected by the Chairman on the
grounds that it not in order.
The BJP has 31 members in
the 75-member Upper House
while the Congress has 29 (including Chairman) and the JD(S)
13 – following the death of

COVID CURBS FURTHER RELAXED

Financingfraud:
DilipChhabria's
sisterarrested
Mumbai: The Mumbai
Police on Wednesday arrested the sister of
celebrity car designer
Dilip Chhabria in connection with the cheating
complaint given by comedian Kapil Sharma. An
officer said that they had
been on the lookout for
Kanchan Chhabria, who
was also involved in running the Dilip Chhabria
Designs Private limited
(DCDPL) company that
was owned by Dilip. "We
had a tip off that Kanchan
was at a popular eatery in
south Mumbai following
which our team reached
there and arrested her,"
an officer said. The officer
said that she will be producedbeforethecourton
Thursday.
ENS

JAMMU & KASHMIR

BJPissues
noticetoleader
formisconduct

Jammu: The Jammu and
Kashmir
BJP
unit
Wednesday issued a
show cause notice to
Wasim Kohli, son of former cabinet minister
Abdul Ghani Kohli, for
“anti-partyactivities”that
allegedly resulted in the
defeat of a party candidate at the hands of the
NC nominee in Kalakote
during the District
Development Council
elections.
ENS

BIHAR

RJDex-MP
SitaramYadav,
joinsBJP

Patna: The RJD on
Wednesday suffered a
setback, with former
Sitamarhi MP Sitaram
Yadav and over a dozen
Yadavleadersfromdifferent opposition parties
joiningtheBJPinpresence
of Bihar party in-charge
Bhupendra Yadav and
state BJP president Dr
Sanjay Jaiswal. After he
joined, Bhupendra Yadav
said, “Our party would
only get stronger with
presence of leaders like
Sitaram Yadav.”
ENS

Chairman's post,” said Horatti, a
former Chairman of the House.
“I am a senior member in the
House and there is general opinion among everyone that I
should be made Chairman. We
are asking for the post.”
The BJP is most likely to accept the offer as it needs a hold
in the council. It needs the JD(S)
support in the council to push
throughlegislationonitsagenda
such as the Prevention of
Slaughter and Preservation of
Cattle Bill, 2020, which was not
tabled in the winter session, and
new labour laws defeated in the
monsoon session by the
Congress-JD(S) combine.
The JD(S), however, supported the BJP in passing a land
reforms amendment law in
December in the council.
The winter session of the
council ended in pandemonium
after the BJP government got the
Governor to direct councilchairman Shetty to reconvene a legislature session – with the express purpose of ousting him.
This was a few days after the

winter session had been adjournedsinediebythechairman
after rejecting a no-confidence
moved by the BJP members.
Thecouncilwitnessedunruly
scenes with BJP members locking the chairman out of the
house and getting deputy chairman Dharmegowda of the JD(S)
to occupy the chairman's seat.
Dharmegowdawaspulledoutof
the chair by Congress legislators
beforethechairmanwasallowed
to enter the House and adjourn
the proceedings sine die.
While the BJP and JD(S) were
finalising strategies for a tie-up
in the council – with the chairman's post going to the Horatti
–Dharmegowdacommittedsuicide on December 28, citing
amongotherthingstheinsulthe
suffered in the council.
In the absence of a deputy
chairman to conduct proceedings–intheeventof theno-confidencemotionagainstthechairman being taken up – the House
will have to elect a deputy chairman first, council officials have
indicated.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

IN A relief to Karnataka Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa and
former minister for industries
Murugesh Nirani, the Supreme
Court Wednesday protected
them from arrest in a case pertaining to alleged forgery over
withdrawalof approvalforaparcel of land in the state.
The top court however refused to stay the January 5 order
of Karnataka High Court, by
which it hadallowedrestoration
of thecriminalcomplaintagainst
the Yediyurappa.
“You (Yediyurappa) are a sitting Chief Minister. Who can issue arrest warrant against you,”
the top court observed.
A bench of Chief Justice of
India S A Bobde and Justices A S
Bopanna
and
V
Ramasubramanian, which issued notices to complainants,
one A Alam Pasha and others, in
the case agreed to examine the
pleas of Yediyurappa and Nirani
challengingtheorderof thehigh
court restoring the complaint.
“Issue notice. There shall be
stay of arrest in the meantime,”
the bench said in its order.

Odisha man dies after vaccine,

‘NO SKIN TO SKIN CONTACT’

SC stays HC order
acquitting man
under POCSO Act
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday stayed the Bombay
High Court order acquitting a
man of sexual assault under the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act on
the ground that groping a child
over her clothes without direct
“skin to skin” physical contact
does not constitute the offence
under the Act. The court had instead convicted the man under
the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India S A Bobde stayed
the acquittal after Attorney
General K K Venugopal brought
the matter to the court’s notice
and said it is “unprecedented”
and is likely to “set a dangerous
precedent”.
“It is a very disturbing conclusion,” the A-G told the bench,
also comprising Justices A S
Bopanna
and
V
Ramasubramanian. Urging the
court to take suo motu notice,
Venugopal said he will file a petition on Thursday.
Allowing the A-G’s request,
thecourtstayedtheacquittalun-

der Section 8 of POCSO Act and
issued notice to the accused.
Section 8 of the POCSO Act provides for a sentence of rigorous
imprisonment of three to five
years.
On January 12, the Nagpur
Bench of Bombay High Court,
modified the ruling of a sessions
court, which convicted 39-yearoldBanduRagdeunderSection8
of the POCSO Act and sentenced
him to three years in jail. The
high court convicted him under
Section 354 of the IPC, which
dealswithassaultoruseof criminal force to any woman with an
intent to outrage her modesty,
and sentenced him to one year
in jail.
“...it is not the case of the
prosecution that the appellant
removed her top and pressed
herbreast.Assuch,thereisnodirect physical contact i.e. skin to
skin with sexual intent without
penetration,” the court said, acquitting the accused under
Section 8 of POCSO Act.
The high court also held the
accused guilty under Section
342 of the IPC for wrongful confinement of the prosecutrix.
The sentences were to run
concurrently.

Govt allows more into
cinema halls, reopens Health Ministry says unrelated NIA seeks dismissal
of Varavara Rao’s
TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE
swimming pools to all
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, NEW DELHI,
JANUARY 27
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MAHARASHTRA

Deputy Chairman S L
Dharmegowda last month. The
council has one Independent
member. The Congress has been
in control of the council in alliance with the JD(S) since 2018.
Since the BJP came to power,
the JD(S) has shown inclination
to support it in an issue-based
manner and at the end of the
winter session all 14 of its MLCs
hadgivenalettertothesecretary
of thelegislativecouncilexpressing support for the no-confidence motion against the
Chairman.
On Wednesday, Horatti, who
is also the JD(S) leader in the
council,indicatedthattalkswere
onbetweenhispartyandtheBJP
for an alliance in the council on
the grounds that the Chairman's
position is given to him.
“I had a meeting with the
Chief Minister yesterday. Our 13
MLCs, party leaders H D Deve
Gowda and H D Kumaraswamy
have held discussions. We have
decided to ask for the council
Chairman's post and to support
them (BJP) for the Deputy

SC stays arrest
of BSY, former
minister in
corruption case

THE CENTRE on Wednesday issued fresh Covid-19 guidelines,
allowing more than 50 per cent
occupancy in cinema halls, reopening swimming pools to all,
permitting all kinds of exhibitions and leaving the decision to
allow social, religious and political gatherings to states. The
guidelines will be effective from
February 1 to February 28.
Stating that all activities allowedoutsidecontainmentzones
shallstrictlyadheretoSOPsissued
by the Centre, the Ministry of
Home Affairs said in a statement,
“Cinema halls and theatres have
alreadybeenpermittedupto50%
ofseatingcapacity.Nowtheywill
bepermittedtooperateathigher
seating capacity. ...Swimming
pools have already been permittedforuseofsportspersons.Now
swimming pools will be permitted for use of all. ...Business to
Business (B2B) exhibition halls
have already been permitted.
Now all types of exhibition halls
will be permitted.”
It said that for all these relaxations would be announced by
concerned ministries in due
course.
Ontheissueof publicgatherings, the statement said, “Social/
religious/sports/entertainment/
educational/ cultural/ religious
gatherings have already been
permitted up to a maximum of
50% of the hall capacity, with a
ceiling of 200 persons in closed
spaces;andkeepingof thesizeof
the ground/ space in view, in
open spaces. Now such gatherings will be allowed subject to

MHA indicates
that international air
travel may also be
further relaxed
SOP of the State/ UT concerned.”
The ministry also indicated
that international air travel may
be further relaxed. “For further
opening up of international air
travel of passengers, Ministry of
CivilAviationmaytakeadecision
in consultation with Ministry of
Home Affairs based on the assessmentof thesituation,”itsaid.
Acknowledging that Covid
numbers are declining, the ministry said, “The main focus of the
guidelines is to consolidate the
substantial gains that have been
achieved against the spread of
Covid-19 which is visible in the
steady decline in number of activeandnewcasesinthecountry
over the last four months. It is,
therefore, emphasised that to
fully overcome the pandemic,
thereisneedtomaintaincaution
and to strictly follow the prescribedcontainmentstrategyfocussed on surveillance, containment and strict observance of
the guidelines/ SOPs issued by
the MHA [Ministry of Home
Affairs] and Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare.”
Theministrysaidthatcontainment zones, if required, shall be
carefully demarcated by the districtauthoritiesatthemicrolevel,
taking into consideration guidelines prescribed by the Health
Ministry. It also asked states to
takeallnecessarymeasurestoensurewearingof facemasks,hand
hygiene and social distancing.

A SECURITY guard at Odisha's
Nuapada District Headquarters
Hospital died Tuesday, three
days after being administered
the Covid-19 vaccine, with the
Health Ministry maintaining
that his death was unrelated to
the inoculation.
“Total 9 deaths have been reported so far. None of these
deathshavebeencausallylinked
withCOVID-19vaccination.Inthe
last24hours,onepersonaged23
years, a resident of Odisha has
died. The post-mortem report is
awaited,” the ministry said.
Nanikaram Keunt’s family
saidhecomplainedof nauseaon
Monday while on duty and was
admittedtothehospitalhesame
evening. The 27-year-old was
then referred to a hospital in
Sambalpur ashis health deteriorated. He died on Tuesday night.
Keunt’sbrothersaid:“Hehad
informed us that he was feeling
a bit uneasy after the vaccination... Late in the evening we
were informed he was unwell
andwasshiftedtoSambalpur.He
was not suffering from any diseaseandwashealthypriortothe
vaccine.Wedemandhisdeathbe
properly investigated.”
The
Odisha
Health
Department stated the death is
unrelated to the vaccination.
“One 27-year-old male from
NuapadadistrictdiedinVIMSAR,
Burla this morning with provisional diagnosis of bleeding disorder with severe anaemia and
intracerebral haemorrhage,” it
said. “However, as per medical
inquiry, the cause of death is not
related to COVID vaccination.”
Nuapada Chief District
MedicalOfficerKaliprasadBehera

medical bail plea

NUMBER OF
VACCINATIONS
(JAN 27)

2,99, 299
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Total:23,28,779

NUMBER OF ADVERSE
EVENTS AFTER
IMMUNIZATION

123

Total:1,772

ACTIVE CASES: 1,76,498
331 CASES:
10,689,527 DEATHS: 1,53,724

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

TESTS: 193,613,120 | RECOVERIES: 10,359,305

JAN26

CASES
12,689

DEATHS
137

RECOVERIES
13,320

TESTS
5,50,426

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMCASES
Kerala
Maharashtra
Karnataka

CASES(JAN26)
6,293
2,405
529

TOTAL
8,99,933
2,013,353
9,36,955

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMDEATHS
Maharashtra
Kerala
Chhattisgarh

DEATHS(JAN26)
49
19
14

TOTAL
52,092
3,691
3,644

DataasonJanuary26,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare,IndianCouncilofMedical
Researchandstategovernments.Oftenthenumbersreleasedeverydaycontaindatafrompreviousdays
aswell.Assuch,trendsbasedondailynumbersareonlyindicativeandnotdefinitive

also denied the death was due to
an “Adverse Event Following
Immunization”(AEFI).“Whenhe
was admitted, his White Blood
Cell count had fallen and platelet
countwashigh.Wearestillawaitinghispostmortemreport,butas
perpreliminaryinvestigations,he
diedduetointracerebralhaemorrhage,” Behera said.
So far, Odisha has reported

four cases of AEFI since the initiation of the vaccination drive in
thestate.Allarestablerightnow.
TheHealthMinistrysaidthat
in the last 24 hours, one person
suffering from “bacterial sepsis”
has been hospitalized at Apollo
Hospital, Chennai.
“No case of serious/severe
AEFI/Death attributable to vaccination till date,” it said.

SETS TONE FOR KERALA CAMPAIGN

UDF does not represent secular values: CPM-led LDF
SHAJU PHILIP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 27
THE RULING CPI(M)-led LDF alliance in Kerala on Wednesday
set the tone of its campaign for
the coming Assembly elections,
saying the Congress-led UDF is
attempting to forge an alliance
with religious fundamentalists.
After a meeting of the LDF allies, its convener and CPI(M)
state secretary A Vijayaraghavan
said: “The Congress is being led
by Indian Union Muslim League
[the second leading partner in
UDF]. Congress wants to make
stronger the electoral understandingtheUDFhasmadewith
religious fundamentalist outfits.
At the same time, they are also
planning for a deal with the BJP.”
Hesaidamajordevelopment
of the day is the visit of senior
Congress leaders Oommen
ChandyandRameshChennithala
to Panakkad – the hometown of

LDF is planning rallies across Kerala in February. File
IUML state president Sayed
Hyderali Shihab Thangal. “The
message of the visit is very clear.
It indicates that the Congress
leaders have reduced the party
agenda to strengthen its alliance
with religion-based forces. The
UDF does not represent secular
values. They are also going for an
electoralunderstandingwiththe
BJP.Inthelocalbodyelections,we
have seen Congress leaders urg-

ingpeopletovotefortheBJPsymbol. The LDF would start a massivecampaignagainstthispolitical approach of the UDF,” said
Vijayaraghavan.
The LDF convener has set the
tone of the election campaign as
the ruling front is planning two
regional political rallies across
Kerala from the second week of
February. The rallies are envisaged to activate the party ma-

chinery for the elections.
“Our campaign would be
mainly based on developmental
initiativesoftheLDFgovernment
andagendaofprotectingsecularism. UDF cannot politically face
the people. They have no qualms
tosolicitvotesforreligiousfundamentalists,’’ said Vijayaraghavan.
In the recently-held local
body elections, which saw the
LDF making gains, the CPI(M)
had played to hilt the UDF alliance with Welfare Party of
India, the political outfit of right
wing Jamaat-e-Islami. The
Congress later admitted that the
tie-up contributed to its poor
show in the civic body elections.
Subsequently, the Congress
has pushed UDF convener M M
Hassan, who forged the deal
with the Welfare Party of India,
to the backburner of the front’s
politicaldeliberations.Theparty
has also openly stated that it
would not go for any alliance
with the Welfare Party of India.
Christian community, tradi-

tionally pro-Congress, have also
been critical about the UDF alliancewithWelfarePartyof India
and saw the IUML as a bridge
with right-wing Islamic groups.
Toretainthepoliticaltempoof
the local body elections, the
CPI(M) continued to attack the
UDF over the alleged dominance
of IUML in the front. That campaigngainedfurthergroundafter
IUML MP P K Kunhalikutty decided to return to state politics.
Besides,theIUMLissettodemand
more seats from the UDF in the
elections, a move which would
serve another opportunity for
CPI(M) to buttress its argument
that IUML is calling the shots.
P K Firoz, general secretary of
Youth League, the youth wing of
IUML, said the CPI(M) agenda is
to communalise the elections
and this would only help the BJP.
“The CPI(M) may be able to win
a few seats in the elections by
creating Islam phobia. But in the
longrunthatwouldhelponBJP,’’
he said.

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) reiterated in the
Bombay High Court the
Maharashtra government’s proposal to shift Elgaar Parishad accusedPVaravaraRaototheprison
ward of JJ Hospital arguing that
the Nanavati hospital report said
Rao was fit to be discharged and
could take care of himself.
The NIA was opposing the
petition filed by Rao’s wife P
Hemalathaseekingbailonmedical grounds. Rao’s counsel submitted that shifting Rao to Sir JJ
Hospital could result in a relapse
and hence the option was to either send Rao to Taloja jail if he
was deemed fit or to his home in
Hyderabad.
A division bench of Justice
S S Shinde and Justice Manish
Pitale was hearing a plea filed by
Hemalatha, seeking his release
on bail on the grounds of poor
health from Taloja Central Jail in
Navi Mumbai.
OnJanuary21,stateprisonauthorities told the High Court that
Raocouldbemovedtotheprison
ward of the state-run JJ Hospital.
The state government also submitted that Rao’s family members would be allowed to visit
him based on hospital protocols
during the Covid-19 pandemic.
On Wednesday, Additional
Solicitor General (ASG) Anil
Singh for NIA submitted, “We
must consider and believe in the
latestmedicalreport.Thelastreport of Nanavati Hospital, which
declaredhimfittobedischarged,
shows Rao has been doing well
clinically... The neurologist suggested normal cognitive functions and it appears he does not

Varavara Rao
have dementia. However, we do
not rule out dementia completely.”
The court pointed out that
Rao’s earlier reports by JJ
Hospital and St George Hospital
issued last year had mentioned
dementia, brain atrophy or
shrinkageof thebrain.ASGSingh
submitted that the earlier reports noting dementiawere discussionsamongdoctorstocheck
for dementia and delirium.
The HC said, “See the list of
medicines you (authorities) are
giving him every day. He is sustaining on those. So, it means he
is under continuous medical
support. Just see how many
tablets he takes in a day.”
To which, ASG Singh responded, “Most of these pills are
age-related...”
However, senior counsel
Anand Grover representing the
petitioner opposed NIA’s submissions and said that no question of shifting Rao to JJ Hospital
arises as the hospital is ‘hotbed
of infections’ and might lead to
relapse in Rao’s health conditions.
The court sought fresh medical report from Nanavati
Hospital on Rao’s condition by
Thursday morning and adjourned hearing on his bail plea
to January 28 afternoon.

Cong leaders file police
complaints against Arnab
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 27

CONGRESSLEADERSinMumbai
on Wednesday gave a written
complaint against Republic
Media editor-in chief Arnab
GoswamitotheSamtaNagarpolice stationin Kandivali. Another
complaint was given against the
TV anchoratNirmalnagarpolice
station Bandra east.
The complaints sought registration of an FIR against
Goswami over purported
WhatsApp chats between him
and former BARC CEO Partho
Dasgupta where he is alleged to
have toldDasgupta about a 2019
airstrike planned by the Indian
Air Force in Balakot.
Congress leader Sachin
Sawantwhosubmittedthecom-

New Delhi

plaint later tweeted, “Officially
Filed complaint at Kandivali’s
Samtanagar police stn with ACP
Mohite & Senior PI Hake against
Arnab Goswami demanding his
immediate arrest for breaching
Section 5 of OSA & investigate. It
needs to be known as to Who
gave him info regarding Balakot
strike?”
An officer from the Samta
Nagar police station confirmed
receipt of the complaint. The
chats between Dasgupta and
Goswami are part of the
chargesheet submitted by the
Mumbai police in connection
with the TRP case in which
Dasgupta along with 14 others
have been charged. Dasgupta is
currently behind bars.
The Nirmal Nagar complaint
was given by Congress MLA
Zeeshan Siddique.
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Despite multiple rounds of talks, India and China are nowhere
near a framework for disengagement and de-escalation

T

HE LATEST FACE-OFF between Indian and Chinese troops last week on the
Sikkim border ended without any casualties but the confrontation demonstrates the worsening situation that Delhi faces on its long and contested
China frontier. Unlike the recent military crises on the northern frontiers in
2013, 2014 and 2017, the current military confrontation that began in April
lastyearhaslastedmuchlonger.Multipleroundsof negotiationsarenowherenearfinding
a framework for disengagement and de-escalation. Meanwhile, the People’s Liberation
Army is activating multiple points on the frontier with its bold tactics to nibble at India’s
territory. Of course, China’s brazen appropriation of territory is not limited to the high
Himalayas. Beijing has employed similar tactics in its territorial disputes with most of its
neighbours in Asia. Not long ago, China had promised to resolve its disputes with neighbours through peaceful negotiations. But China, today, believes it can unilaterally force
changes in territorial disposition. This belief is rooted in the material fact that the military
balanceofpowerbetweenChinaanditsneighbourshasshifteddecisivelyinBeijing’sfavour.
The imbalance is far more serious if you look at the growing gap between the economic
power of China and its neighbours — Beijing’s GDP is more than five times that of Delhi.
Thecombinationofmilitaryandeconomicimbalanceandanambitiouspoliticalwillfor
hegemony in Beijing has produced an adverse set of circumstances for India. This new dynamic is evident not only on India’s northern frontiers but also in the subcontinent and its
waters as well as in regional and international spheres. Delhi needs near-term actions to
holdoffChineseaggressionaswellaslong-termstrategiestosecureIndia’sterritorialintegrity
and strategic autonomy from China. Nearly six decades ago, Chinese aggression in the
HimalayascompelledIndiatoradicallyoverhaulitsdefencemanagement.UnlikeMao,who
was leading a poor and divided nation, Xi’s China is a superpower that can impose considerable costs on India . At the operational level, China is trying to pin down the Indian army
thatmuststayvigilantandonhighalertindefendingthedisputedborderthathasbecome
active. The focus on protecting the land frontiers has already begun to reduce the muchneeded emphasis on naval expansion. But it is not just a question of matching China’s resources,militaryorfinancial.Indianeedstodevelopasymmetricstrategiesthatcanhelpovercome the growing power gap with China.
SinceIndependence,IndiahasallowedpoliticalillusionsaboutsolidaritywithChinato
mask the depth of real problems with the northern neighbour, underestimate Beijing’s
growing power, and misread its political intentions. The 1962 shock did not prevent Delhi
from making the same errors of judgements from the late 1980s when India bet on normalisingtieswithChinaandalignedwithBeijingtoproducea“multipolar”world.Theprice
of that folly has just begun to unfold. It will need an enormous, prolonged and, above all, a
wise national effort to stop China from dictating terms to India.
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THE OTHER AMMA

As Jayalalithaa aide Sasikala leaves jail, she needs
a new home and party

N

EARLYFOURYEARSago,aheadof surrenderingbeforeaBengalurucourt
that had convicted her on corruption charges, V K Sasikala was seen at
theburialsiteof formerTamilNaduChief MinisterandAIADMKleader,
JJayalalithaa,onMarinabeach.Shecircumambulatedthesite,thumped
thriceatthegrave.Hersupportersclaimedthatthethreethumpsmeant
three vows, that she “will overcome hurdle(s), treachery and (the) plotting (against me)”.
Much has happened since. On Wednesday, Sasikala was released from jail in Bengaluru.
But she is out of both her home and party — the Poes Garden house, where she lived with
Jayalalithaa, is now government property, and Edappadi Palanisamy, the confidant she
backed as Tamil Nadu CM, has said that there is no place for her in the AIADMK.
StrangerthingshavehappenedinSasikala’slife.Shewasrunninga parlour thatrented
out video cassettes in Chennai in the 1980s when she befriended Jayalalithaa, then a rising star in the AIADMK. As Jayalalithaa consolidated her hold over the party and became
chief minister, Sasikala moved in with her to run the Poes Garden household. For party
cadres, Sasikala became chinnamma (junior mother), second only to Amma, whose orders were next only to that of Jayalalithaa. There were emotional interludes that saw
Sasikala exit Poes Garden only to return.
When the law caught up with her, Sasikala was alone — Jayalalithaa was dead by then.
Jail has been a lonely affair for Sasikala though nephew TTV Dinakaran has kept alive the
rump of a party that claims the legacy of Jayalalithaa. Her old aides are now foes. No director has been in charge of Sasikala’s script, even she does not know the next twist in the
plot. That could make her a person to watch out for, in an election year in Tamil Nadu.

— ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE

Manish Tewari
DELHI HAS NEVER understood Punjab and
doesnotdosoevennow.ThePunjabIalludeto
istheterritorythattill1966extendedfromthe
borders of Delhi all the way to Amritsar, encompassing large parts of current Himachal
Pradesh.Twodecadesbeforethat,itextended
from Delhi to Peshawar and even beyond to
the Khyber Pass before 1901.
Tounderstandthecurrentfarmers’agitation, one needs to understand the history, cultureandthepeoplewhoareinthevanguardof
thisstruggle.Fromthe10thtothe18thcenturyonwards,atleast70invaderswhocamedowntheKhybertopillageIndiapassedthrough
theselands,facingthefiercestresistance.Thus,
wereconsecratedbyfireandfuryapeoplewho
becameaccustomedtofightingandsurviving
eveninthemostadversecircumstances.Inthe
process, they acquired a fatalistic realism that
can be summed up in one phrase, “khada pita
lahe da, baki Ahmed Shahya da (whatever you
eat and drink is yours, the rest Ahmed Shah
Abdali will take away)”.
In the wake of the failed first war of independence in 1857, the British moved away
from their traditional recruiting grounds by
coining the “martial race theory”. As a consequence,veryheavyrecruitmentintotheBritish
Indian Army started taking place from undivided Punjab around the 1870s.
During World War 1, the British drafted
about half a million men from the province.
This process of enlistment intensified during
WorldWarIIwiththenumberscrossingamillion. When the Second World War ended in
1945,mostofthesesoldiersweredemobilised
and came back to their respective villages.
Against the will and wishes of the people,
Punjab was partitioned in 1947. More than a
million innocents were slaughtered between
July and September of 1947 in the erstwhile
British Punjab alone from Peshawar to Delhi.
This was the direct outcome of mutilating a
heavily militarised region without thinking
throughitsimplications.ThatiswhyPartition
in Punjab is referred to as Ujara (devastation)
and not Batwara.
Post Independence, millions started life
afresh as refugees. Agriculture, armed forces

Bombay High Court ruling on child sexual assault is
disquieting. Supreme Court does well to order a stay

HE SUPREME COURT is right to stay a decision of the Bombay High Court to
acquit a man of sexual assault on the grounds that his underage victim was
clothed when he groped her breasts. The High Court, while setting aside the
conviction of the accused by a lower court under Section 8 of Protection of
ChildrenfromSexualOffencesAct,arguedthatsincetherewasnodirect“skinto-skin”contactduringtheassaultonthe12-year-oldgirl,thechargeof sexualassaultcould
notbeupheld.TheHCjudgmentisdisquietingbecauseitintroducesanewconditiontosatisfy a charge of sexual assault, which is not there in POCSO. This is bound to set a precedent
in other cases, when the condition of the child’s clothing might be used against her.
TheBombayHC’sobservationthat“stricterproof andseriousallegations”wereneeded
given that a sexual assault conviction mandates a minimum of three years punishment,
however, frames the problem of diminishing returns of tougher laws on sexual violence.
The POCSO was enacted in 2012, after years of mobilisation by child rights organisations.
While the number of cases filed under the law continues to rise, the conviction rates remain low. There are several reasons for this, including a police and legal system that lacks
the training to deal with child victims with empathy, the number of cases in which the
offenders are related to the child, and the lack of infrastructure and personnel to deal
with the cases. Studies, such as those carried out in several states by the National Law
School of India University, also flag the consequences of the mandatory minimum sentence. Under POCSO, judges do not have the discretion to pronounce sentences lower
than that laid down by the law. Hence, in cases when they feel the sentence is disproportionate to the crime, they might be reluctant to find the accused guilty. This is in line with
what experts have been saying for a while: Tougher punishments, such as the death
penalty in cases of rape of children under 12, or harsher sentencing might be easy to sell
politically but they often end up working against the aims of justice. The focus, instead,
should be on fixing the process that often is the punishment — and the cultural narratives
that enable sexual violence against children.
TheSCstayisastepintherightdirectioninre-evaluatinganinsensitivejudgmentthat
is inimical to the intent of POCSO: The protection of children.

You can change your friends but
not your neighbours.

Farmers’ agitation is defined not by waywardness
of the few, but by spirit and resilience of the many

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A WORSENING DYNAMIC

WORDLY WISE
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Post independence, millions
started life afresh as
refugees. Agriculture, armed
forces and immigration
became the principal
vocations of the people of
this region. Over a period of
time, due to the recruitable
male population policy in
1966, the share of the region
in the armed forces started
dropping and, as barriers to
immigration became higher,
agriculture soon became the
mainstay for the people.
With war with Pakistan
looming over the horizon in
1965, the armed forces were
concerned that they would
be constrained in their fight
against Pakistan if there were
internal disturbances in the
undivided Punjab.

and immigration became the principal vocationsofthepeopleofthisregion.Overaperiod
oftime,duetotherecruitablemalepopulation
policy in 1966, the share of the region in the
armedforcesstarteddroppingand,asbarriers
to immigration became higher, agriculture
soon became the mainstay for the people.
With war with Pakistan looming over the
horizon in 1965, the armed forces were concernedthattheywouldbeconstrainedintheir
fightagainstPakistaniftherewereinternaldisturbances in the undivided Punjab.
The Union government under Prime
MinisterLalBahadurShastrimadethreecommitmentstoSantFatehSinghinreturnforgiving up his threat to self-immolate at the Akal
Takht on September 25, 1965. These assuranceswerethecreationofaPunjabi-speaking
state,open-endedpublicprocurementandan
assured return on agricultural produce. Thus,
the Food Corporation of India established in
1965 started administering the Minimum
SupportPriceregimeandpublicprocurement
paradigm. These are the commitments that
the farmers agitating peacefully for months,
barring the obtuseness of a few on Republic
Day, are seeking continuation of.
Incidentally, even today, Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh and Delhi along with the
Union territories of Chandigarh and J&K have
a 21.88 per cent share among troops and junior commissioned officers (JCOs) in the Army.
Punjab alone sends 89,893 troops and JCOs —
7.78percentofthetotalstrength.Thesenumbers, unfortunately, are a far cry from the pre1966days.Incidentally,thecollectivepopulationofthisnorthwesternregionisjust7.47per
cent of the country’s population.
Fortheagitatingfarmers,whataretheeconomicsof agriculture?Conventionalwisdom
holdsthat84percentofthefarmersinthisregion have landholdings of between three and
five acres only. Most farmers grow only two
crops.WheatsowninNovemberisharvested
in April and rice planted in June is reaped in
early October.
Oneacreoflandinagoodyearyieldsabout
20-24 quintals of wheat. A quintal is equivalent to 100 kilograms. In a bad year, the yield

can go down by half or three-fourths, that is,
to 7-10 quintals. At a minimum support price
(MSP)of Rs1,925perquintal,afarmercanget
about Rs 38,500 per acre.
However, input costs roughly come to
about Rs 11,300 per acre. He thus earns about
Rs27,200 peracreforsixmonthsofhardwork
that translates into roughly Rs 4,530 per
month. If a farmer has a plot of three acres, it
comes up to Rs 13,590 per month. This does
not take into account the wages of an entire
family of four or five persons who would be
toiling day and night.
The economics of the second crop are as
follows. The yield of rice per acre is about 2225quintalsinagoodyear.AtanMSPofRs1,870
per quintal, it translates into a figure of Rs
46,750 per acre. With an input cost of Rs
13,800, the farmer earns about Rs 32,950 per
acre for six months of hard work that translates into Rs 5,490 a month. Now if he has a
three-acreplot,itmeansRs16,470per month
for the whole family.
Thus,inagoodyear,afamilycanearnabout
Rs 15,030 a month. They supplement this income with some dairy and poultry farming.
This is with MSP and public procurement.
Those without it are far worse off. However, if
thereisanyunnaturaloccurrence,itcanallgo
downthedrain.Thesefiguresdonottakeinto
account the all-pervasive spectre of rural indebtedness. These are the meagre numbers
the farmers are fighting for, braving the cold
and COVID-19 and the government wants to
take this away too.
PublicprocurementandMSP,asolemnassurance given as far back as 1965, is thus the
safety net of the agrarian community. The
NDA/BJPgovernmentnowwantstodismantle
thissocialsecurityarchitecture.Giventheethos
of the region, there is no way the farmers
would allow their lands to be handed over to
oligarchsandchaebolstoimpoverishthemany
further. That is exactly what these farm laws
envisage. That is the essence of the agitation.
The writer is a Congress leader, lawyer,
MP and former Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister

NO REPUBLIC FOR WOMEN
The constitutional promise of equal citizenship has been denied to women, Dalits
Chandrashekhar Azad
THE CONSTITUTION DRAFTED by B R
Ambedkar opened up many pathways to
emancipate and make the oppressed equal
citizens in our nation. But looking back at
the seven decades of the republic’s existence, we realise that we have failed Indian
women and Dalits.
The scenario in 2021 is more horrifying:
Patriarchy is reinforced by elected members
of legislatures by bringing in so-called “love
jihad” laws to curtail the freedom of women
in choosing their partners. The so-called harbingers of Indian cultural ethos have even
rescinded the age-old custom of “swayamvaram”.
Thegenderandcaste-basedviolencethat
women face was highlighted by the unimaginable brutality in the rape of a young Dalit
womaninHathras.Suchincidents,evenif innumerable,seemtohavebecomeinadequate
remindersof theneedtoendviolenceagainst
women, and Dalit women, in particular. The
latestinstanceof rapeanddeathof a50-yearold anganwadi worker by a priest in Badaun
district of Uttar Pradesh exposes the inefficiency of the state administration to halt the
violence against women and its role in reinforcing the persisting feudal, casteist and patriarchal structures of our society.
Needless to say, government structures
havealwaysbeennon-responsivetocasesinvolvingDalitwomenespecially,owingtotheir
unprivileged position in a caste society. The
Dalit-Bahujan movement, which I am a part
of,hasalwayssoughtgenderandsocialequality and exposed the failure of administration

While upper-caste women
were anointed as agents of
caste purity, lower-caste
women are considered
polluted and, therefore,
targets of assault and crime.
Women are subjugated by
the customs, rituals, and
rules as defined by the
Brahminical structure.
Moreover, the impunity
among the upper-caste men
complemented by state
apathy in dealing with cases
accelerates the physical
and sexual violence against
Dalit women.

in responding to violence and crimes against
hitherto marginalised people.
The caste structure in India is, undoubtedly,complicitinperpetuatinggenderoppression.Dalitwomenfacemulti-folddiscrimination due to caste, class and patriarchal
structures. The Brahminical social order has
often treated women as gatekeepers to preservecastepurity.Whileupper-castewomen
wereanointedasagentsofcastepurity,lowercaste women are considered polluted and,
therefore, targets of assault and crime.
Women are subjugated by the customs, rituals, and rules as defined by the Brahminical
structure.Moreover,theimpunityamongthe
upper-caste men -- complemented by state
apathyindealingwithcases–acceleratesthe
physical and sexual violence against Dalit
women,evident in therape anddeath of two
Dalitteenagegirlsin2014inBadaun;twoDalit
minor girls in Walayar in Kerala in 2017; and
a 23-year-old Dalit girl in Unnao in 2019.
The National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) report “Crime in India 2019”
recorded 3,59,849 crimes against women in
2017; 3,78, 236 in 2018 and 4,05,861 in 2019
-- a persistent rise. Eleven per cent of reported cases of rapes were committed
against Dalit women in India. UP has been
at the top in terms of violence against
women at 56,011 in 2017; 59,445 in 2018
and 59,853 in 2019. The state has the largest
share of crimes against women in India at
14.7 per cent. Likewise, UP tops with the dubious distinction of the highest number of
cases in dowry deaths, acid attacks, cruelty

against women by husband or his relatives,
kidnapping and abduction of women, and
assaults on women with intent to outrage
their modesty. The government in UP,
though vigilant about the protection of
cows, has failed miserably to make the state
safe for women.
The root causes of gender oppression and
sexual violence lie in religious scriptures that
stand opposed to constitutional values. The
complementaryco-existenceofagovernment
withareactionaryleadershiplikethatof Yogi
AdityanathandacasteHindusocialorderwith
a regressive outlook will undoubtedly exacerbate the existing caste and gender violence
in India. Dr Ambedkar had foretold that “if
HinduRajdoesbecomeafact,itwill,nodoubt
be the greatest calamity for this country”.
It is time to make a pledge to destroy, demolishanddecimatethecaste-baseddiscrimination and patriarchy that ails this country
andoppresseswomen.It’stimethatourcommentators, who are more worried about the
stateofAmericandemocracy,takeadeeplook
at the republic for women. And it’s up to the
polity and society to be resolute to bring in
equalityforwomenandtheDalits.Otherwise,
the immediate future may not be peaceful.
The Dalit movement, through its anti-caste
struggle, not only seeks to achieve the annihilation of caste, but also the annihilation of
oppressive gender structures and obscurantism in society and polity.
The writer is the Bhim Army chief, founder of
Azad Samaj Party

JANUARY 28, 1981, FORTY YEARS AGO
ZIA ON KASHMIR

INHISADDRESStotheIslamicsummitmeeting, Pakistan President Zia-ul-Haq raised the
Kashmir problem and said that “the problem of Jammu and Kashmir is a matter of
continuingconcern tothepeople of Pakistan
and constitutes an impediment in the development of friendly relations with India”. He
said: “Pakistan and India are committed to
thenormalisationof relationsbetweenthem
on the basis of the Simla agreement of 1972
of which the settlement o f the Jammu and
Kashmirproblemisaninseparablepart.Both
sides are bound by this agreement not to use
force to resolve their problems.” He also
raised the problems of Muslim minorities in
non-Muslim states, and called upon the

summit to pay attention to these problems.

ECONOMIC POLICY

INDIRA GANDHI’S GOVERNMENT is planning to set up a special group which will take
major decisions concerning economic policy and its implementation. While its composition and powers are yet to be decided,
availableinformationsuggeststhatthegroup
is to be givena fairly high status. The name of
L K Jha, who is to give up the governorship of
JammuandKashmirshortly,isbeingconsidered for the group’s leadership. Whatever
the decision on the name of the special
group, it is clear it will be much more than
anadvisorybodyoramonitoringagency.Jha
will not be joining the Cabinet, but he will

New Delhi

have the rank of a Cabinet Minister. This
means he will have a big say in the direction
of the economy.

GUJARAT POLLS

CONGRESS (I), THE ruling party in Gujarat,
improved its position while the Janata Party
lostconsiderablegroundascountingof votes
polled in Sunday’s municipal corporation
elections in Ahmedabad, Baroda, Rajkot and
Surat progressed. In Ahmedabad, Congress
(I ) captured 16 of the 32 old city results
whichwereannouncedtoday. TheBJPgot10
seats while the Janata secured 2 and independent 1. Counting for parts of the remaining 73 seats will be taken up tomorrow and
the rest on Thursday.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
“Putin’s real problem is not his jailed opponent, but the Russian people whose
dissatisfaction he harnesses. Their daily experiences do as much to erode the
— THE GUARDIAN
Kremlin’s authority as Alexei Navalny’s viral videos. ”

The pandemic plateau

Observations from CSIR’s nationwide survey provide grounds for cautious optimism — the worst
may be behind us. But it is still important to keep wearing masks, avoid crowded indoor spaces

Shekhar C Mande
and Anurag Agrawal
THELASTyearhasbeenamongthemostdisruptiveinmankind’srecenthistory.TheSARSCoV-2 pandemic, which broke out about a
year ago, has tested many governments as to
theirabilitiestodealwithextraordinaryemergencysituationsrapidly.Moreover,ithasalso
tested the abilities of the scientific community in terms of mitigating the situation and
findingsolutionsatanunprecedentedspeed.
One of the important aspects of this pandemic is that an infected person can transmit the infection to others in the community in the pre-symptomatic but infectious
stage. While the disease is severe or fatal in
only a few, its spread in the community happens at a much higher rate than we know.
The most striking evidence for this difference comes from serosurveys, where we test
people for the presence of SARS-CoV2-specific antibodies — a reliable marker of infection and recovery.
In India, the first serosurvey was conducted by the Indian Council of Medical
Research in May 2020. This survey showed
less than 1 per cent positivity. The lockdown
hadsubstantiallycontainedthespreadof the
disease. Subsequently, with the unavoidable
lifting of the lockdown, the disease started to
spread. The serosurveys carried out later in
highly-affected cities such as Delhi, Mumbai
and Pune showed as high as 20-40 per cent
populationbeingaffected,fargreaterthanthe
knownnumberofcases.Itsuggestedthatdue
to the emergence of large pools of recovered
people with immunity, though we were far
fromherdimmunity,outbreakscouldbecome
less severe after initial large waves.
Beyond these local surveys, it was important to understand the spread of the disease
across the country in this intervening period.
So, we decided to leverage the Council of
ScientificandIndustrialResearch(CSIR)andits
37constituentlaboratoriesandcentres,which
are spread all over the country and represent
awiderangeofethnicities,geo-socialhabitats
and occupational exposures, towards creatingacohort.TheCSIRcohortincludespermanentstaff,familiesofstaff members,students
andtemporaryemployeesprovidingsupport
services such as security, sanitation, housekeeping, etc. This is a diverse microcosm of
India,encompassingmultiplesocioeconomic
groups and has the advantage of permitting
deeper assessments. Results from phase 1 of
this longitudinal study covering the critical
periodof AugusttoSeptember2020werereported by CSIR recently.
In all, CSIR studied 10,427 adults out of
which 1,058 people showed the presence of
antibodies to one of the virus proteins.
Interestingly,morethanthree-fourthsofthem
had no recall of any symptoms whatsoever.
This positivity rate of 10.1 per cent is a crude
rateandthetrueratecouldbehigherasmany
asymptomatic infections do not lead to antibodyformation.Thesurveyalsoshowedhigh
seropositivityindensely-populatedbigcities
comparedtolessdensely-populatedregions.
ThiswasexpectedsincethepandemicinIndia,

People’s reluctance to take the shots
could be a key hindrance in achieving
herd immunity sooner

Santanu Pramanik
and Sonalde Desai

C R Sasikumar

as anywhere else in the world, originated in
biggercitieswithlargenumbersof travellers,
andsubsequentlypenetratedthecommunity.
InregionswhereCSIRlaboratorieshad10
per cent or greater seropositivity, new cases
seemedtobeplateauingordeclining.Inhindsight, future outbreaks were seen in regions
whereseropositivitywaslow(lessthan5per
cent).Iftheseropositivityof10percentinCSIR
laboratoriesweretobeextrapolatedforIndia,
itwouldmeanoverahundredmillionpeople
had been infected and recovered by
September 2020. Most of these would be in
densely-populated urban areas. Since this
groupislikelytocontainpeoplewithhighexposuresandcontactwithothers,theabilityof
the virus to spread would be reduced since
theywouldbedifficulttoreinfect.Indeed,the
declineinthenumberofcasesacrossIndiaafter October appears to support this.
Another interesting finding of the CSIR
study was that the odds of a person being
seropositive doubled if they were either using public transport or working in jobs such
as security, sanitation, housekeeping, etc,
where the interaction with other people is
greater.TheCSIRstudyhadalsocollectedcarefulbackgrounddataaboutthedifferenthabits
ofpeopleinordertocorrelatetherisksofcontracting the virus, and if this had any bearing
onthespreadof thedisease.If anycorrelation
weretoemerge,itwasalsoclearthatcorrelationsof habitsof peoplemayormaynothave
bearing on causation of the disease.
We further noted many interesting,
thought-provoking facts.
Wefoundthatsmokerswerelesslikelyto
be seropositive, as were vegetarian or those
with O blood group. This may be due to one
or more of three reasons. First, they may be
less likely to get infected. Second, they may
getinfectedbutfailtomakeantibodies.Third,
theymayquicklylosesuchantibodies.While
there is some global evidence that smokers
are less susceptible to catching the infection,
if infected, they may develop more severe illness, especially those with lung disease.
Moreover, smoking is known to be strongly
correlated to many other diseases, including
cancers, and should not be seen as a protective. It is carefully noted that our findings are

In regions where CSIR
laboratories had 10 per cent
or greater seropositivity, new
cases seemed to be
plateauing or declining. In
hindsight, future outbreaks
were seen in regions where
seropositivity was low (less
than 5 per cent). If the
seropositivity of 10 per cent
in CSIR laboratories were to
be extrapolated for India, it
would mean over a hundred
million people had been
infected and recovered by
September 2020. Most of
these would be in denselypopulated urban areas. Since
this group is likely to contain
people with high exposures
and contact with others, the
ability of the virus to spread
would be reduced since they
would be difficult to reinfect.
Indeed, the decline in the
number of cases across India
after October appears to
support this.

onlyassociations,notcausallinks,needingto
be explored further.
TheotherimportantfindingfromtheCSIR
cohort was the ability to measure antibodies
atdifferentpointsof timeinthesameperson.
An interesting finding was that general antibodies were increasing at three months and
remained positive at six months. To understand whether these antibodies meant immunity,anassaywasperformedthatmimics
the ability to block virus entry into cells in a
test tube — what is called as the neutralising
assay.Whileimperfect,itisausefulsurrogate
for the ability of the patient’s blood to neutralise the virus. Such neutralisation activity
wasseentohavedeclinedbutwasstillpositive
at six months.
Thestudyhelpedinunderstandingthetrajectory of infections in India. The study indicates that with the pool of recovered people,
with immunity to reinfection, we might get
close to scenarios where the total immune
fraction is high enough to reduce outbreaks
by large amounts.
Andwhatdothefindingsmean?Although
this study is yet to be peer-reviewed, the observations are reassuring — the worst might
possibly be behind us. Total infections must
have grown further from August-September
2020 when our survey was done. A higher
fraction of asymptomatic infections and recovery with immunity should have created
pools of immune people in our big cities that
weremostaffected.However,thismaynotyet
havehappenedeverywhereandcautionmust
still be maintained. It also appears that a
higher fraction of Indians has asymptomatic
infections as compared to the West. The reasonsforthisdifferencearenotclearandneed
exploration. Finally, it is important to follow
COVID-appropriate behaviour such as wearing masks, avoiding crowded indoor spaces.
We may have slowed down the virus spread,
butmanyof usarestillatrisk.Hopefully,with
the vaccination drive, this number will keep
shrinking.
Mande is Director General, Council of
Scientific & Industrial Research and Secretary,
DSIR. Agrawal is Director, Institute of
Genomics and Integrative Biology, CSIR

AS THE nation begins its recovery from the
COVID-19pandemicthroughamassivevaccinerollout,theentirefocusisonidentifying
the priority groups, the logistics of vaccine
distribution, and whether the vaccine is a
privateorpublicgood.Thefactthatpeople’s
willingness to take vaccines might play a
major role in ensuring that herd immunity
is achieved for life to get back to normal is
not fully acknowledged.
The Delhi-NCR Coronavirus Telephone
Survey-round 4 (DCVTS-4), administered
between December 23, 2020, and January
4, 2021, provides some evidence of vaccine hesitancy. The DCVTS-4, conducted
by the NCAER National Data Innovation
Centre, resurveyed randomly selected
households contacted in the earlier
rounds of DCVTS from Delhi-NCR — this
includes Delhi as well as rural and urban
areas from selected districts of Haryana,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.
DCVTS-4askeditsrespondents,“Inafew
months if vaccines were to be available to
prevent COVID, will you be willing to take
it?”Thefindingsshowthatabout20percent
respondentsarecertainaboutnottakingthe
vaccine,withsignificantrural(22.4percent)
and urban (17.5 per cent) differences being
observed. An additional 4 per cent mentionedthattheywillnottakeitastheywere
alreadyinfected.Another15percentareunsureabouttakingthevaccine.Combiningall
thesethreecategories,onecanarguethatat
thispoint,vaccinehesitancyisquitehigh(39
per cent).
Nosignificantassociationwasobserved
betweenage,genderofrespondentandvaccinehesitancy.Thelesseducated(0-4years
of education) are more hesitant to take the
vaccines (52 per cent). Even after adjusting
foreducation,MuslimsandScheduledCaste
respondentsaresignificantlymorelikelyto
register hesitancy in getting vaccinated.
Hesitancy among minority groups is also
seen in other countries. A recent PEW poll
in the US found that while 61 per cent of
White respondents would definitely or
probablygetvaccinated,only42percentof
Blackrespondentswould.Improvedtrustin
vaccinedevelopmentandapprovalprocess,
as well as the overall trust in government
healthsystems,mayplayanimportantrole
in reducing vaccine hesitancy.
The development, testing and approval
of COVID-19 vaccines have been achieved
within record time. On the one hand, this is
anunprecedentedachievement,butonthe
other,itmightleadtovaccinehesitancydue
to concerns regarding compliance, protocols and approval process.
Evidenceof vaccineefficacyisthekeyin
anyvaccineapprovalprocess.Efficacyisdefinedasthepercentagereductionindisease
betweenparticipantswhowerevaccinated
and those who received placebo in a randomised controlled trial set-up.

Efficacy data of the sister vaccines of
Covishieldcamefromfourongoingblinded,
randomised, controlled trials done across
theUK,Brazil,andSouthAfricawhichwere
publishedinthegeneralmedicaljournalThe
LancetonDecember8.BetweenApril23and
November 4, 2020, roughly 24,000 participantswereenrolledforanevaluationof the
safety, immunogenicity and efficacy of this
vaccineanddatafrommorethan11,000participants was included in the interim efficacyanalysis.Theoverallefficacyof thevaccine was found to be around 70 per cent,
which is above the WHO recommended
threshold of 50 per cent. Approval of
Covishield in India is based on these results
as well as safety and immunogenicity data
from the Covishield phase 2 clinical trial in
India led by SII.
For Covaxin, Bharat Biotech undertook
a large phase 3 clinical trial involving
roughly 26,000participants across 26 sites
in India to assess its safety, immunogenicity, and efficacy. However, no efficacy data
from this trial was available for approving
the vaccine as the phase 3 trial started only
in mid-November. A phase 2 trial of
Covaxin involving 380 participants found
tolerable safety outcomes and enhanced
immune responses. However, the results
from the phase 2 trial do not permit efficacy assessments.
The effect of any vaccine on the course
of the COVID-19 pandemic is complex and
there are many potential scenarios after
mass vaccination starts. Clinical trials, particularly those conducted within an expedited timeframe, do not allow us to fully
evaluate the ability of a vaccine to protect
against severe disease and prevent death.
Moreover, side-effects in specific populations may only emerge once mass vaccination starts with a larger sample size under
real-lifeconditionsforallindividuals,withoutanyexclusioncriteria.Hence,itiscrucial
thattheSerumInstituteandBharatBiotech,
in collaboration with other research organisations,continuedoingpost-marketingsurveillancestudiesofvaccineeffectivenessand
monitorthesideeffectsoveralongerperiod.
Vaccine hesitancy cannot be addressed
by pharmaceutical companies alone:
Governments and health policymakers
need to play a proactive role in promoting
vaccinationbyeducatingthepublicandimplementingpoliciesthattakecareof health
and financial risks associated with adverse
events following vaccination. Health
providerswillneedtobetrainedinresponding to questions and identifying and treating potential side-effects. People will need
to understand where and when to go for
vaccination, the doses and schedules, what
side-effects to expect and how to handle
them, and how to receive medical care for
treatment of adverse events, if any. Special
outreach efforts may be needed for low-literacypopulationsandthosewhodonotfind
it easy to trust medical systems.
The beginning of the vaccination programme suggests that the end is in sight.
Howquicklywereachthegoalpostdepends
on how well prepared we are as we enter
the race.
Pramanik is senior fellow and deputy
director NCAER National Data Innovation
Centre, Desai is professor and director,
NCAER NDIC. Views are personal

The ecological is political

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TheAnthropoceneerahasplacedanethicalchallengebeforethehumanrace

VIOLENT DAY

Manas Ray
WITHTHErapidadvanceof themanufacturing sector and deeper penetration of the
globalmarketsincetheSecondWorldWar—
what is known as the Great Acceleration —
the emission of carbon dioxide increased in
geometric proportions. The Keynesian revolutionfromthe1940stothebeginningof the
1980s made massive investments in infrastructure with the aim of increasing demands. It has been observed that
Keynesianismdidnotreplacecapitalismbut
made it ordinary, acceptable to the masses.
In the mid-1980s, the Thatcher-Reagan
joint economic regime dismantled the welfare systemof the previous decades and heralded the turn towards neoliberalism. The
transformation of the social into a mere extension of the economy being complete,
every human affair could be explained in
marketterms.Withtheriseof digital,virtual,
and biotechnological systems from the
1990s, capital could operate as an integrative, hermetic bind transforming itself into a
rationalisedregimeof theprojectivecalculation for the market like never before. The
combined result is humankind’s entry into
an era where everything they do will have a
direct impact on the planetary history from
now on. In other words, mankind has entered the Anthropocene era leaving behind
that of the Holocene.
The argument that the Anthropocene
emergeddialecticallyfromthecontradiction
of capitalism and nature, however, is prob-

Between vaccine
and victory

lematic and has influential detractors. It can
beconjecturedthathadtheentireworldgone
socialistaftertheRussianRevolution,itwould
have produced more, and not less, greenhouse effect since the equitable distribution
of resources across the population would
have meant more purchasing power on a
global scale.
Interestingly, the figure of the
Anthropocene has now been constructed as
the ultimate test of humanity’s capacity for
self-overcoming through technologistic solutions. Apart from ensuring the faith of the
global populace in the prevailing economictechnologicalorder,itofferscapitalismanew
market. Bioengineering in the form of
genome science is posing as the new form of
apoliticalmessiah.Callingita geneticbomb,
French philosopher Paul Virilio explains the
promises of this new science in terms of the
installation of a new human being with a
smaller ecological footprint because it uses
fewerproteins,oxygen,andwater,acreature
madecompatiblewithanearthof dwindling
resources.Thedamageof ecologythatsolong
promised conditions suitable for human biological existence now paves the way for the
success of a new techno-market solution. If
thebombsignalledthedestructionof human
life,decodingthehumangenomeheraldsthe
industrial production of life.
Isitpossibleevennowforusasacollective
to work out an escape from the impending
doom? Can the Anthropocene be made live-

able for humans? Time has come to develop
aspeciessense,thesensethatweasaspecies
were born through the longue durée of geological and biological changes. The weave
throughwhichwearerelatedtooneanother
is the weave of power be it at the global, national,professional,orfamiliallevel.Butalong
withthis,weneedwhatmaybecalledanethical understanding at the level of species.
Thoughnotconnectedintrinsically,theissues
of power and ethics can be brought on the
same plane through patient reflection.
Mere criticism of capitalism will not suffice.Weneedtoimagineafeasibleglobalsystemicalternativewherethehumanconsiders
itself a part of the natural order and actively
cooperates with it. The planet is not for humankind’sloot.Thetaskistoreconfigurethe
political.Theincorporationof thegeobiological into the human calculus is oftentimes
seen as an escape from the pressing issues of
hungerandinjustice.Thereislittleawareness
atpresentthatunlessthequestionof ecological impactis woven into the question of justiceinhumanaffairs,itwillbeof lessandless
practical relevance. The compass of the political must include ecological.
So far, human-social thinking has taken
the natural and planetary world as constant,
not affecting human affairs. The tree I see
from my window will bloom at a particular
time of the year, the planets and the sun will
reside in their stately domains and have the
same effect on our planet, and so forth. As a

matter of fact, those functions of the human
that resembled the animal world like food,
nutrition, and reproduction were left out
from the centre of human knowledge. Only
those aspects of the human beings that are
specific to our species being like language,
justice, and the fight for it were considered
the proper domain of human investigation.
Hence, the difference between human-historical time and the time of geology thus
neverbotheredus.Historybecamethestudy
of human consciousness.
The irony is in their attempt to transcend
nature, humans made an abrupt fall into nature, allowing fundamental earthly forces to
dictatetheirlivesandunleashingthebeastof
geophysical forces that cannot be controlled
by human endeavour. The pandemic moves
around the world at great speed while climatechangeisaslowprocessoccurringover
centuries. Only a drastic reduction of the
globalpopulationtohalf thepresentnumber
in the next 30 years and a practice of ascetic
life can save the planet. It is difficult but not
impossible.Thetexturesof ourcomportment
as we conduct our lives and engage in different transactions with not only humans but
nature at large deserves its due importance.
Thisisthedomainof spirituality.Today’spolitics begins from here.
The writer is former professor in cultural
studies at the Centre for Studies in Social
Sciences, Kolkata

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘Law &
Disorder’ (IE, January 27). Those who
indulged in well-planned vandalism in
the capital wanted their acts to mar the
Republic Day celebrations. Unfortunately,theyhavesucceeded.Theunsavoury images of farmers running riot
on the roads of New Delhi took centrestage. And the so-far peaceful agitation of the farming community has
been thoroughly soiled by such acts.
Vijai Pant, Hempur

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘Law &
Disorder’ (IE, January 27). The chaos
brought about by a so-called “section”
of protesting farmers seems to have
been orchestrated by someone very
powerful. It is possible that sowing disorder was an effort by the state to turn
thepeacefulprotestsviolentandrender
them unpopular. Or it could have been
fundedbytheOppositiontoprovehow
unsuccessful the government has been
at managing the affairs of its people.
Komal Pugalia, Silchar

DIGITAL DIVIDE
THIS REFERS to the article, ‘A widening
learning gap’ (IE, January 27). The right
to education under Article 21A of the
Constitution has received a major setback during COVID. And the worst hit
are the children from economically
weaker sections and remote and rural
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SHILPA KUMAR

www.indianexpress.com
areas where “digital India” doesn’t exist.Immediateactionisrequiredaschildren are the future of this country and
their education should not be compromised at any cost.
Sarachana Sisodia, Delhi

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘A
widening learning gap’, (IE January
27). A majority of children in rural
India didn’t have access to technology
needed for online classes. It’s the obligation of the government to address
this issue. We cannot succeed when
half of us are held back. Only urban
citizens shouldn’t be granted access
to all the facilities.
Aditi Seth, Jabalpur

12 EXPRESS NETWORK
Three journalists booked over
‘fake news’ about UP Diwas event
ASAD REHMAN

LUCKNOW, JANUARY 27
THREE JOURNALISTS have been
booked in Kanpur Dehat district
forallegedlyrunningfakenewson
a TV channel about students of a
government school shivering in
the cold during an event held on
January 24 on the occasion of
UttarPradeshfoundationday(UP
Diwas),officialssaidWednesday.
ThepoliceidentifiedthechannelasKNews,butdidnotsayifall
the three journalists work for the
channel.Thethreewereidentified
asMohitKashyap,AmitSinghand
Yasin Ali. An FIR was lodged against them at Akbarpur police station on January 25.
Videos of the students performingyogaandexercisesinthe
cold at the government event in
EcoParkhavebeensharedwidely

onsocialmedia.Theywerewearing shorts and half shirts. State
technologyministerAjitSinghPal,
and other MLAs and officials attended the event.
In his complaint, based on
which the FIR was registered,
BasicShikshaAdhikari(BSA)Sunil
Dutt wrote, “In the programme,
students from the Basic Shiksha
Department’s Upper Primary
School,Sarsi,undertheAkbarpur
Block performed yoga and other
physical exercises. Mr Mohit
Kashyap,AmitSinghandYasinAli
withoutevenbeingpresentatthe
event made unfitting comments
andspreadnewsthatthechildren
shivered while the DM and the
BSA were busy at the event. It is
not possible to do yoga in warm
clothes and one needs loose
clothes for it naturally...The students had taken off the warm
clothes and put on loose clothes

during the exercise and yoga and
had later on worn warm clothes.
The three spread the news
throughtheirchannelwithoutbeing present there and without
checking the facts. This has resulted in the students, teachers
and yoga guru’s feelings being
hurt. There is anger among the
studentsovertheincident.When
I spoke to the journalist over the
phone, Mohit Kashyap said they
have done what they had to do
and that I can do what I want.”
District Magistrate Dinesh
ChandraSinghtoldreporters,“Iam
sad that some journalists who
were not even present here have
circulated such information that
thepupilswereshivering.”
Inspector Tulsi Ram Pandey
said the journalists were booked
under IPC sections 505 (statementsconducingtopublicmischief)
and506(criminalintimidation).
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Soldier killed, 3 injured in
IED explosion in Kulgam

Ground-breaking
ceremony of Ayodhya
mosque held on R-Day

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 27

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

ONESOLDIERwaskilledandthree
others suffered injuries in an IED
explosion in South Kashmir on
Wednesday, the year’s first militant attack in the Valley.
Police said the low-intensity
IED was placed inside an abandonedschoolbuilding—atSubhanpora village of Kulgam district
— frequented by the soldiers.
On Wednesday morning, it
exploded with the soldiers
inside the school.
“Preliminary investigation
revealed that a rudimentary IED
with a low-powered explosive
and ball bearings was planted in
an abandoned building inside
the school premises, where the
Army jawans used to visit on
routine basis,” the police said in
a statement. “The IED was
planted by terrorists probably
during the night hours.”
Four soldiers injured in the
blast were rushed to a nearby
hospital. They were then shifted

WITHTHEhoistingofthenational
flag and planting of nine fruitbearing plants on Republic Day,
the Indo-Islamic Cultural Foundation (IICF) Trust marked the groundbreakingceremonyfortheconstruction of a mosque and other
amenitiesonthefiveacresallotted
inAyodhya’sDhannipurvillage.
IICF office-bearers said the
Tricolour was hoisted at 8.45 am
on Tuesday. The event was attended by IICF chief trustee Zufar
AhmadFarooqi,fiveothertrustees
and local villagers. Last month,
during unveiling of the proposed
blueprint of the project, Trust authorities had said that in Islam,
thereisnotraditionofagrandcelebration for the foundation stone
laying ceremony of a mosque.
Once the project was completed,
a celebration could follow, they
hadsaid.TheyhadchosenJanuary
26 for the ground breaking ceremony, saying that on this day our

LUCKNOW, JANUARY 27

Security personnel inspect the area after the militant attack
in Kulgam on Wednesday. PTI
totheArmy’s92BaseHospitalin
Srinagar, where one of them
died. “In this incident, 04 jawans
of 24 RR (Rashtriya Rifles) sustained injuries and were evacuated to nearby hospital for the
treatment of their injuries,” the
police statement said. “Among
theinjuredoneArmyjawansuccumbed to his injuries and attained martyrdom.”
Theschoolbuildingwassub-

stantially damaged in the explosion. Soon after the blast, a joint
team of J&K Police, Army and
paramilitary forces cordoned off
the area and launched a hunt for
suspects. No one has been arrested so far.
Police have registered a case.
“Investigation is in progress and
officers continue to work to establish the full circumstances of
thisterrorcrime,”thepolicesaid.

Constitutioncameintoeffect.
FollowingtheSupremeCourt
direction, the five-acre land in
Dhannipur was provided to the
UP Sunni Central Waqf Board to
construct a mosque. In July 2020,
theBoardhadannouncedthatan
Indo-IslamicCulturalFoundation
Trust will construct the mosque.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,
IICF secretary and spokesperson
Athar Husain said as per an early
estimate, the entire project will
costnearlyRs110crore,including
Rs 100 crore for the hospital.
“Therewasalotofenthusiasm
among the local people. Some
peoplewhohavecommittedmajordonationsjoinedin.Thesepeoplewanttocontributeforthehospital. The thumb rule for the
hospital is that nearly Rs 50 lakh
is required for each bed. Our plan
istoconstructa100-bedhospital
in phase-1 and then increase the
capacity to 200 beds. So we will
need nearly Rs 100 crore for the
hospital.AroundRs5-7crorewill
beneededforthemosqueandrelated projects,” he said.

DEFAMATION CASE BY M J AKBAR

No human accused of sexual
harassment can be person of
high reputation: Ramani to court
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

RESPONDING TO former Union minister
MJAkbar’srebuttal,journalistPriyaRamani,
facing trial in a criminal defamation case,
told a Delhi court through her lawyer on
Wednesdaythat“nohumanbeingaccused
ofsexualharassmentcanbeapersonofhigh
reputation”.
AkbarhassuedRamanioverallegations
ofsexualmisconductandharassment.With
severalotherwomenmakingsimilarallegations against him, Akbar resigned as Minister of State for External Affairs in 2018.
The submissions were made by Senior
AdvocateRebeccaJohnonbehalfofRamani
before Additional Chief Metropolitan
MagistrateRabindraSangeKumarPandey.
Her response could not be concluded and
will continue on February 1.
In the first half of the hearing, Senior
Advocate Geeta Luthra concluded her rebuttalonbehalfofAkbarbytellingthecourt,
“Ihavebeenharmed,Iseekjusticefromthis
court. I have no other way.”
John began her responsebysaying that
theVoguearticle’sintroductionwas“notthe
wholepiece”andthat“therestofthearticle
wasaboutthebehaviourofmalebossesand
allegationsagainstHarveyWeinstein”.She
saidthat“undernostretchof imagination”
coulditbearguedthattheentirearticlewas

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff
¸f²¹f ¦fa¦ff ³fWXSX d³f¸ffÊ¯f £f¯OX-3,
A¸fSXûWXfÜ
BÊX-´fie¢¹fûSX¸fZ³MX/A»´fIYf»fe³f d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff-02/BÊX.BÊX./2020-21

Superintending Engineer Rampur Circle, P.W.D. Rampur

Letter No:- 441/E-Tender/20-21

¸fWf¸fdW¸f Sfª¹f´ff»f CØfS ´fiQZVf I e AfZS ÀfZ d³f¸³fd»fd£f°f I f¹fûË WZ °fb Afg³f»ffBÊ ³f ´fie-¢½ff»fedR IZ Vf³f/MZ d¢³fI »f d¶fO E½fa R fB³fZd³Vf¹f»f d¶fO dÀfa¨ffBÊ d½f·ff¦f ¸fZÔ ½f¦feÊIÈ °f ßfZ¯fe ¸fZÔ ´faªfeIÈ °f R ¸fûË/NZ IZ QfSûÔ ÀfZ dQ³ffaI 03.02.2021 I e A´fSf³W 12.00 ¶fªfZ °fI
Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ô Ü ´fie-¢½ffd»fdR IZ Vf³f/MZ d¢³fI »f d¶fO dQ³fafI 03.02.2021 I û A´fSf³W 12.30 ¶fªfZ ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff, ¸f²¹f ¦fa¦ff ³fWS ´fdS¹fûªf³ff, dÀfa¨ffBÊ E½fa ªf»f ÀfaÀff²f³f d½f·ff¦f, C.´fi. A»fe¦fPÞ õfSf d³f²ffÊdS°f Àfd¸fd°f IZ Àf¸fÃf A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f
I Ãf ¸fZÔ Afg³f»ffBÊ ³f £fû»fe ªff¹fZÔ¦feÜ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¶f³Q A±f½ff Lb MÐ M e Wû³fZ I e QVff ¸fZÔ ¹fW d¶fO A¦f»f I f¹fÊ dQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ CÀfe Àf¸f¹f £fû»fe ªff¹fZÔ¦feÜ
d³fd½fQfQf°ff A´f³fe d¶fO dQ³fafI 28.01.2021 I e ´fc½ffÊ³W ÀfZ dQ³ffaI 03.02.2021 I e A´fSf³W 12.00 ¶fªfZ °fI OfC³f»fûO/A´f»fûO I S ÀfI °fZ W`Ô Ü EI ¹ff Àf¸fÀ°f d³fd½fQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ d³fSÀ°f I S³fZ I f ´fc¯fÊ Ad²fI fS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe I f Wû¦ffÜ
d³fd½fQfQf°ff d³fd½fQf A´f»fûO I S³fZ ÀfZ ´fW»fZ d³f¹f¸f ½f Vf°fûË I f ·fd»f·ffad°f A²¹f¹f³f I S »fZÔÜ

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f

01

Construction of V.R.B at KM 1.520 and RACHETA MINOR from km. 1.495 to KM.
1.545 M.G.C.C. STAGE-II
Construction of D.R.B at km 0.450 of Jogipura Minor of M.G.C. Stage-II
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06
07
08
09
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13
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17
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21
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26
27
28
29
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31
32
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34
35
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38
39
40

IYf¹fÊ IYe
A³fb¸ffd³f°f
»ff¦f°f (»ff£f
÷Y. ¸fZÔ)

²fSXûWXSX IYf¹fÊ ´fc¯fÊ d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf
SXfdVf IYSX³fZ IYe ¸fc»¹f+ÀMZXVf³fSXe+ GST
(»ff£f A½fd²f
÷Y. ¸fZÔ)

8.25

0.17

15.50

0.31

Construction of D.R.B at km 0.980 of Jogipura Minor of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 2.580 and Shahpur Minor from km 2.555 to km 2.605 of
M.G.C Stage-II
Construction of D.R.B at km 1.540 of Jogipura Minor of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 1.760 of Jogipura Minor of M.G.C Stage-II
Construction of Shahpur Minor from km 1.575 to k.m. 2.800 of MGC Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 2.180 of Jogipura Minor of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at KM 1.100 and MANAUTA Minor from KM. 1.075 to KM.
1.125 M.G.C.C. STAGE-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 2.450 of Jogipura Minor of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of D.R.B at km 2.820 of Jogipura Minor of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 3.240 of Jogipura Minor of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of Main canal under V.R.B at km. 34.980 in 35 m. length of MGC Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 3.240 of Jogipura Minor of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at KM 0.065 and MANAUTA Minor from k.m.. 0.040 to km 0.090
M.G.C.C. STAGE-II
Construction of Jogipura Minor From km. 2.000 to km 2.950 of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 1.908 and Shahpur Minor from km 1.883 to km 1.933 of
M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at KM 0.460 and RACHETA MINOR from KM. 0.435 to KM.
0.485 M.G.C.C. STAGE-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 0.130 Jogipura Minor From of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at KM 1.120 and RACHETA MINOR from km. 1.095 to KM.
1.145 M.G.C.C. STAGE-II
Construction of V.R.B at KM 0.890 and MANAUTA Minor from KM. 0.865 to KM.
0.915 M.G.C.C. STAGE-II
Construction of Ramp and approach Road for D.R.B at km. 34.980 of MGC Stage-II

10.00
10.80

Construction of RACHETA Minor from KM. 0.00 to KM. 1.095 M.G.C.C. STAGE-II
Construction of Main canal under V.R.B cum Aquaduct at km. 38.780/ 39.115 in 33 m.
length of MGC Stage-II
Construction of Manauta Minor from km. 0.00 to KM. 0.865 M.G.C.C. STAGE-II
Construction of Manauta Minor from KM. 0.915 to KM. 1.500 M.G.C.C. STAGE-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 0.124 and Shahpur Minor from km 0.099 to km 0.149 of
M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 0.590 and Shahpur Minor from km 0.565 to km 0.615 of
M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km 1.125 and Shahpur Minor from km 1.100 to km 1.150 of
M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of RACHETA Minor from KM. 1.145 to KM. 2.000 M.G.C.C. STAGE-II
Construction of V.R.B at KM 0.780 and RACHETA MINOR from KM. 0.805 M.G.C.C.
STAGE-II
Construction of Shahpur Minor from km 0.000 to k.m. 1.525 of MGC Stage-II
Construction of Ramp on D.R.B at km. 37.900 of MGC Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km. 8.440 for Handalpur dy. Of MGC Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km. 9.180 for Handalpur dy. Of MGC Stage-II
Construction of Jogipura Minor From km. 0.000 to km 0.970 of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of Ramp and approach for on V.R.B cum aqueduct at km. 38.760/ 39.115 of
MGC Stage-II
Construction of Jogipura Minor From km. 1.000 to km 1.980 of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of Jogipura Minor From km. 3.000 to km 4.000 of M.G.C. Stage-II
Construction of V.R.B at km. 12.500 for Goverdhanpur dy. Of MGC Stage-II
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03 month

C©f°fS

0.20
0.22

225+500+41 =
Àfe E½fa
766.00
03 month 300+500+41= 854.00 Àfe E½fa
03 month 225+500+41= 766.00 Àfe E½fa
03 month 225+500+41= 766 Àfe E½fa

18.00
8.50
8.60
7.50
11.50

0.36
0.17
0.18
0.15
0.23

03 month
03 month
03 month
03 month
03 month

300+500+41= 854.00
225+500+41= 766.00
225+500+41= 766
225+500+41= 766.00
225+500+41= 766.00

Àfe
Àfe
Àfe
Àfe
Àfe

C©f°fS
C©f°fS
C©f°fS
C©f°fS
C©f°fS

8.00
11.50
9.00
25.00
8.50
13.00

0.16
0.23
0.18
0.50
0.17
0.26

03 month
03 month
03 month
03 month
03 month
03 month

225+500+41= 766.00
225+500+41= 766.00
225+500+41= 766.00
300+500+54= 854
225+500+41= 766.00
225+500+41= 766.00

Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
¶fe E½fa C©f°fS
Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
Àfe E½fa C©f°fS

7.00
9.50

0.14
0.19

03 month 225+500+41= 766.00 Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
03 month 225+500+41= 766 Àfe E½fa C©f°fS

11.50

0.23

03 month 225+500+41= 766.00 Àfe E½fa C©f°fS

10.00
8.00

0.20
0.16

03 month 225+500+41= 766.00 Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
03 month 225+500+41= 766.00 Àfe E½fa C©f°fS

10.50

0.21

03 month 225+500+41= 766.00 Àfe E½fa C©f°fS

11.50

0.23

03 month

11.00
25.00

0.22
0.50

225+500+41= 766 Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
03 month 300+500+54= 854 Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
03 month 300+500+54= 854.00 ¶fe E½fa C©f°fS

9.00
7.50
8.00

0.18
0.15
0.16

03 month
03 month
03 month

225+500+41= 766
225+500+41= 766
225+500+41= 766

Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
Àfe E½fa C©f°fS

8.00

0.16

03 month

225+500+41= 766

Àfe E½fa C©f°fS

10.00

0.20

03 month

225+500+41= 766

Àfe E½fa C©f°fS

11.50
9.50

0.23
0.19

03 month 300+500+54= 854 Àfe E½fa C©f°fS
03 month 225+500+41= 766.00 Àfe E½fa C©f°fS

11.40
8.50
14.65
11.50
14.50
9.00

0.23
0.17
0.30
0.23
0.29
0.18

03 month 225+500+41= 766
03 month 225+500+41= 766
03 month 225+500+41= 766
03 month 225+500+41= 766
03 month 225+500+41= 766.00
03 month 225+500+41= 766.00
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8.00
13.00

0.34
0.16
0.26
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Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff
dªfÀfIZY ´fÃf ¸fZÔ
´fid°f·fcd°f ¶f³²fIY IYe
ªff³fe W`XÜ

1. The Superintending Engineer Rampur Circle, U.P.P.W.D. Rampur on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh
invites the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP PWD,
Class A, B, C (for Road work) The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to
note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the
award of the contract.
2.
Sl. DISTNo. RICT

1
1

C©f°fS
C©f°fS
C©f°fS

Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff ¸f²¹f ¦fa¦ff ³fWXSX d³f¸ffÊ¯f £f¯OX-3, A¸fSXûWXfÜ

IiY.Àfa./
»ffgMX
Àfa£¹ff

Date :- 18-1-21

(Short Term E-Tender)

2

Name of
Work

3

Renewal of
Bijnor Shadipur
Nehtaur
Road in
KM 1 to 9

Estimated
cost
(Rs. in
Lakhs)
4

62.10

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lakhs)

Cost of Bid
Document

5

6

Time of
completion

Address of
Address of
Executive
SuperintEngineer of the
ending
Executing the
Engineer
work

7

03 Months
5.11 (Security
2354/including
will be
(Tender Cost
accepted only be accepted rainy season
by Net
only by Net
banking)
banking)

Address of
Chief
Engineer

8

9

10

Provincial
Division, P.W.D

Rampur
Circle,
P.W.D.,
Rampur

Moradabad
Zone P.W.D.
Moradabad

Bijnor

The Rate adopted in the BOQ are including all Other taxes but excluding GST.
The Bid Security and tender cost should be deposited online through Net Banking as per Column 5 and 6 in
the table.
Bids must be download online from 10:00 AM on date 05.02.2021 to 5:00 PM on dated 11.02.2021 and the
technical bids will be opened online date 12.02.2021 at 12:30 PM in Office of Superintending Engineer Rampur
Circle PWD Rampur and Financial bids of the qualified bidders will be opened on date & time as notified.
According to the provisions of Government Order no. 1/2018/3070/78-2-2018/42 IT/2017 (22) Date 03-01-2018
after opening of the technical and financial bids, the qualified bidder has to submit original documents personally
in department/ office. In the event of non submission of original documents by the bidder, the appropriate action
will be taken in accordance with the provisions of G.O.
All terms & conditions can be seen on website http://etender.up.nic.in The bidder have to login on Prahari URL
http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari to upload required documents as per Government order no. 879(1)23-7-2020
dt. 25.08.2020 & E.N.C./H.O.D.'s up pwd order No. 4859/4M-LC/2020 dt. 27.08.2020
Sd/(Sunil Sagar)
Executive Engineer
Provincial Division, PWD, Bijnor
Ph. 01342 — 262776
Email -pdbijnor@gmail.com

UPID-159470 DATE-27.1.2021
www.upgov.nic.in

Sd/(Virendra Kumar)
Superintending Engineer
Rampur Circle, PWD, Rampur
Ph. 0595 — 2351163
Email — pwdrampur@gmail.com

on her experience with Akbar.
Onthechargesof plagiarisminthearticle,Johnsaid,“PriyaRamaniinherevidence
statedthattheseportionsweretakenfrom
these articles as a representation of what
HarveyWeinsteindidtomultiplewomen...
Priyausedthesephrasestoshowwhatmen
likeHarveyWeinsteindo... Theseareexamples of what women go through while beingsexuallyharassedbytheirbosses.Tosay
it is plagiarism is absurd.”
On Akbar’s reputation, John told the
courtthat“thecontestationof Akbar’sreputationisonthebasisoftheallegationsagainst him”. “They opened the door of Akbar
beingamanofgreatreputation.Ihaveevery
righttocontestitthroughmyownevidence
and the evidence of Ghazala Wahab.”
On Ramani calling Akbar a predator,
Luthra told the court, “We have to look at it
through her lens unless there is perversity.
For predator, my friend cited two legal dictionaries.Whenordinarypeoplewrite,they
don’t use legal dictionaries. Ordinary people understand ordinary meanings.”
Johntoldthecourtthat“tenwomenhad
admittedlymadeallegationsagainstAkbar”.
“She is naming them and if this doesn’t
show predatory behaviour, nothing does.”
“Till October 10, ten women had narratedtheirpersonalexperience.Thisusage
was not defamatory. The imputation is the
truth.Youcannotlookatdefamationinisolation,” John told the court.

MP: Tigress dies after
getting trapped in snare
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, JANUARY 27

A TWO-YEAR old tigress was found dead in the buffer zone of
KanhatigerreserveonTuesdayafternoonintheBaihartehsilof
Madhya Pradesh’s Balaghat district. The tigress, one of the 115
tigers in the reserve, died after getting trapped in a snare laid
by local villagers, forest officials said.
Forestofficerssaidsuchsnaresarecommonandaremostly
usedbytribalstotrapanimalssuchasrabbitsforconsumption.
Thematterwasbroughttothenoticeof forestofficersafter
apatrolpartyspottedatigressinBamhanibeatofKhaparange
on Tuesday afternoon. Officers noticed that the tigress had a
clutch wire wrapped tightly trapped around its neck.
Sixvillagershavebeendetainedonthesuspicionoflayingthe
trap. Deputy Director of Kanha Tiger Reserve Naresh Singh
Yadav told The Indian Express, “The six people have been detained by forest officials based on the leads of the dog squad
andtheTigerProtectionForceandthelocalpolicestationconcerned has been informed of the detention. Soon after something concrete comes of the questioning, a case will be registered under relevant sections of the Wildlife Protection Act.”

Online rummy: HC notice to
Kohli, Tamannaah, Aju Varghese
Kochi: The Kerala High Court Wednesday served notices to
cricketer Virat Kohli, and actors Tamannaah Bhatia and Aju
Varghese in connection with a petition demanding a ban on
onlinerummygames.Thethreecelebritieshaveendorsedplatforms where online rummy games are played. The court underlined that online betting was a grave social evil and asked
the state government to clarify its stand on the matter.
The petition by Kochi-based Pauly Vadakkan argues that
onlinerummygamesareagainstthelawanddifficulttocontrol.
It says certain platforms
running such games are
using celebrities to endorse them in a bid to attract the youth and trap
them financially.
The court sent notices
to Play Games 24*7 and
Mobile Premier League
which purportedly run
rummy games. Kohli is
brandambassadorof Mobile Premier League and
Tamannaahhasactedinan
advertisement.Malayalam
actor Varghese has endorsedrummycircle. ENS
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ED again arrests
Yes Bank co-founder
over Rs 200-cr loans
to Wadhawans’ firm
KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
MUMBAI, JANUARY 27

THE ENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED) has once again arrested
Rana Kapoor, the former chairman and co-founder of Yes Bank
Ltd, under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
for allegedly sanctioning six
loans worth Rs 200 crore to
Mack Star Marketing Pvt, a company owned by Rakesh and
Sarang Wadhawan, the jailed
promoters of HDIL who are accused of defrauding the Punjab
and Maharashtra Co-operative
(PMC) Bank of Rs 6,000 crore.
According to the ED, Mack
Star got six loans of Rs 200.3
crorebetween2011and2016“in
criminal conspiracy with Rana
Kapoor” and then diverted it to
HDIL, which in turn used the
moneytosettleitsloanswithYes
Bank.
The case against Kapoor is
based on a FIR filed by the CBI in
September.
TheEDhasalleged thatthese
loans were taken by Mack Star
without the “approval or the
knowledge” of DE Shaw Group - a Mauritius-based investment
firm that owns 78.09 per cent
stake in the company. The
Wadhawans own the remaining
21 per cent in Mack Star and
werein-chargeof theday-to-day
operations of the firm.
The ED has also alleged that
the actual purpose for sanctioning these loans was “to siphon
off the amounts and transfer the
misappropriated funds to strugglingHDILgroupcompaniesand
it was used to evergreen the accounts of HDIL with Yes Bank to

Rana
Kapoor
save them from becoming NPA
(non-performing asset)”.
“The entire circulation of
fundswas happeningwithinthe
Yes Bank system (loans disbursed by Yes Bank into Mack
Star'sYesBankaccountwereimmediately diverted to Yes Bank
accounts of HDIL group companies, which used these funds on
the same day to discharge liabilities owed by these HDIL group
companies to Yes Bank),” said
ED.
A local court has sent Kapoor
to ED custody till January 30.
Last year, Kapoor was arrested by ED for allegedly taking
kickbacks in lieu of granting
loans to several companies, including Dewan Housing Finance
Corporation Ltd (DHFL) and Cox
and Kings Ltd, that have nowdefaulted on repayments.
The ED has alleged Kapoor
received kickbacks of over Rs
600croreforloansgiventoDHFL
alone. In the case of Cox and
Kings, the probe agency has alleged that Kapoor sanctioned
loans to the travel firm by bypassing norms. The company
has defaulted on repayments
and the bank has a total outstanding of Rs 3,642 crore in Cox
and Kings Group of companies.
Kapoor, who has denied the
allegations, is currently in judicial custody.
The Bombay High Court earlier this week rejected his bail
application in the case.

Escaping girl’s house, teen crosses
border in Barmer, stranded in Pak
DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JANUARY 27

SITTING NEXT to a house with a
thatched roof in their village
KumharonkaTibainRajasthan’s
Barmer district, Jamaram
Meghwal and his wife Amku
Devi hold on to a letter addressed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The letter, with
the thumb impression of
Meghwal, requests the PM to
helpbringbacktheir18-year-old
son Gemraram, who mistakenly
crossed into Pakistan two-anda-half months ago while trying
to escape after being caught at a
friend's house.
The police say the Pakistani
Rangers confirmed to the BSF at
a flag meeting on January 5 that
Gemraram, a Class 11 student,
was in their custody. “He had
gone to meet a girl in his neighbourhood on November 4-5
night. At around 1-1.30 am, the
girl’s family members spotted
him and he fled, and ended up
crossing the border, which is
neartheirhouse.Wegottoknow
about the incident when a missing report was lodged by his
family on November 16,” said

The parents of Gemraram Meghwal, at their village in
Barmer district. Express
Jetha Ram, SHO Binjrad Police
Station, adding that they had
contacted the BSF.
Gemraram and the girl, who
is a minor, were in love, says his
elder brother Jugtaram. “Since
schools have been shut since the
Covid-19lockdown,hehadbeen
workinginJodhpuratafurniture
shop. He had returned on
November 4 and the same night
went to meet his friend... When
we tried calling his mobile on
November 5, the call didn't go
through,” says Jugtaram, who
also works in Jodhpur.
Thegirl'sfamily,however,de-

nies any relationship between
her and Gemraram.
Jugtaram says the girl's family had called him up the same
night and informed what had
happened."Eversince,theyhave
been troubling us. They also put
pressure on us to not search for
my brother, saying it will jeopardise their honour,” says
Jugtaram. He adds that they got
the first inkling that Gemraram
had crossed the border when
BSF officials came enquiring
about him 10 days later.
They are 12 siblings, with
Gemraramtheeighth.Thefamily

Uttarakhand CM
on Kumbh: No
Markaz repeat

Protester who died in Delhi RECLINING BUDDHA
cremated in Rampur village Artists
work on a massive Buddha statue that will be sent to Bodh Gaya, in Kolkata on
Wednesday.
Shashi Ghosh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 27

THE BODY of a 27-year-old protester who died during
Tuesday’s anti-farm law agitation in Delhi was brought to his
home in Rampur district on
Wednesday morning, and cremated later in the day.
Several residents of Dibdiba,
including government officials,
were present when Navreet
Singh’s body reachedthe village.
“Post-mortem of the body
was conducted in Rampur today
and its report stated that there
were five injuries on the body.
The report stated cause of death
occurred due to head injury,”
said Bilaspur Station House
OfficerBrijeshYadav,addingthat
there was no law-and-order
problem after the body arrived.
Later in the day, Singh’s final
riteswereconductedinthepresenceof hisfamilymembers,said
the family’s neighbour Arvinder
Cheema.
Singh’s wife Manseet Kaur,
who is in Australia at present,
could not attend the final rites.
“She could not come because
flights from Australia are suspended,” said the deceased’s father, Sahab Singh, a farmer.
Singh, who completed
schooling in Rampur, went to

Bihar BJP spokesman shot
at in Munger, teacher held
Navreet’s tractor. PTI
Australia for further studies.
“Navreet had gone to Australia
for completing his graduation.
While staying in Australia,
Navreet married Manseet Kaur.
Navreet returned from Australia
around over a year back while
his wife is still there,” added
Sahab Singh.
Several people from Rampur
went to Delhi to participate in
the protests. According to an official, Singh’s family said they
did not know that he was at the
demonstration as he had left
home three days ago, claiming
he was going to meet his relative in Uttarakhand’s Bajpur
city. Sahab
Singh, however, said the
family was
aware
of
Navreet’s
presence at
the protests.

migrated from Pakistan in 1971.
The girl’s father says
Gemraram had entered their
house with "the wrong intention". The family says they were
not even friends, though in the
same school, and the girl had
complainedof beingharassedby
him and his brothers.
Having approached numerous officials, including the district SP, with memorandums for
his release, Gemraram's family
hasfinallydecidedtowritetothe
PM. CongressleaderManvendra
Singh, an ex-MP and former
MLA from the constituency that
covers Gemraram's village,
tweeted on Monday that requisite documents had been sent to
the Pakistan Foreign Ministry.
“Now, officials at the Indian
Embassy in Islamabad will complete the requisite action,” he
said.
AdditionalSuperintendentof
Police, Barmer, Narpat Singh
said: “On January 5, the BSF
came to know during a flag
meeting with the Pakistani
Rangers that Gemraram is in
Pakistan and in judicial custody.
Efforts to bring him back are being made at the government
level."

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, JANUARY 27

BIHAR BJP spokesperson Azfar
Shamshi was shot at in Bihar’s
Munger on Wednesday by
unidentified assailants. He has
been admitted to Patna Medical
College and Hospital (PMCH)
where his condition is said to be
critical. Munger police have arrested a college teacher for the
attack.
Police said the incident took
placeataround11.30amatacollege campus in Jamalpur,
MungerwhereShamshiteaches.
He suffered bullet injuries to his
head and stomach and was first
taken
to
Munger Sadar
Hospital, from

where he was referred to PMCH.
BiharhealthministerMangal
Pandey said: "We are providing
best possible medical attention
to Shamshi.” Rajya Sabha MP
and former deputy CM Sushil
Kumar Modi also talked to the
family of the BJP spokesperson.
An FIR was lodged after the
injured made a complaint.
Munger SP Manavjit Singh
Dhillon said, “We have arrested
Jamalpur college principal Lalan
Prasad Singh, who had an argument with Shamshi over some
administrative issues in the college.”
Police are also looking into
otherpossiblereasonsfortheattack.

Dehradun: Two days after the
Centre advised Uttarakhand to
cap the number of devotees attendingKumbhMelaandexamine curtailing the event’s duration, Chief Minister Trivendra
SinghRawatWednesdaysaid no
risk should be taken which
mightresultinanother“Wuhan”
or a “Markaz”.
Rawat said India has set a
record by its steps taken to control the spread of Covid-19.
“No risk should be taken that
turns Haridwar into Wuhan or a
markaz. With that thought, the
Government of India has issued
guidelinessothatHaridwardoes
notbecomea reasonof infection
transmission,” Rawat said.

Nine held under
new conversion
law in Indore

IRAM SIDDIQUE

BHOPAL, JANUARY 27
FOLLOWING A complaint from
a 25-year-old woman, Indore
Policehavearrestedninepeople,
including her parents, under the
newly passed Freedom of
Religion Ordinance 2020 for allegedly forcing her to embrace
Christianity.
In her complaint to
Bhanwarkaun police station on
Tuesday,ShaliniKaushalsaidshe
was tricked into visiting an alleged conversion event at a
Christian community hall –
SatyaprakashanSancharKendra.
She told the police that her parents, Rakesh Kaushal and Rani
Kaushal, took her there on the
pretext of visiting her grandmother's house.
She alleged that at the
Kendra, she was made to sit
through the ceremony where
people forced her to embrace
Christianity. “They told me that
now I am under the guidance of
Lord Jesus and that all my problems will be resolved," she said
in her statement.
She named Ganesh Ninami,
Lavina Hatesingh, JitendraMeda
along with six others as organisers of the event, who told the
gathering that Lord Jesus will
cure everyone. “When I tried to
leave, I was forced to sit through
it andwas told that people come
hereof theirownwillbutarenot
allowed to leave on their own,”
she alleged.
Thecomplainantallegedthat
there were many other Hindus
like her who were forced to embrace Christianity at the event.
The incident came to light
Tuesday afternoon following a
complaint by Bajrang Dal workers who barged into the Kendra
and created a ruckus alleging
thatreligiousconversionwasbeing carried out.
Bajrang Dal's Indore city incharge Tannu Sharma told The

Man, father arrested in Ballia over rape of
13-yr-old, ‘offer to convert her’, say police
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 27

A22-YEAR-OLDfromtheminority community and his father
were arrested in Ballia under
Uttar Pradesh's anti-conversion
law, among others, after a teen's
family alleged that the man
raped the girl and his father subsequently asked them to have
herundergoreligiousconversion
so that she can marry his son.
The man is also accused of
forciblyenteringthevictim'sresidence when she was alone and
sexually assaulting her. It is alleged that the accused made a

video of the sexual assault and
posted it on social media.
"The youth and his father
were arrested on Tuesday and
later produced before a local
court in Ballia, which sent them
to judicial custody,” SHO (City
Kotwali) Vipin Singh said.
OnWednesday,thepolicearrested his friend for allegedly
shooting the video and circulating it, said investigating officer
sub-inspector Sunil Kumar.
The youth, a postgraduate, is
a private tutor, and his friend
works as a daily wager, the po-

lice said. The victim, who is 13, is
a Class VII student.
AccordingtoS-I SunilKumar,
the girl’s father, a businessman,
has alleged that the accused,
who lives a short distance away
fromtheirhome,had,onJanuary
11,forciblyenteredhishouseand
raped his daughter. The accused
alsoallegedlyshotavideo.When
theyreturnedhomelater,thegirl
told them about the incident,
andalsotoldherparentsthatthe
accusedhadthreatenedtocirculate the video if she complained,
Kumar said.

The police said the complainant alleged that when they
went to the accused person's
home,hisfatheradvisedthemto
convert the girl's religion so that
she can marry his son.
The victim's father subsequentlylodgedanFIRagainstthe
man, his father and unidentified
persons on various charges, includingrape,anti-conversionlaw
and forcibly entering his house.
The police have also invoked
the Protection Of Children from
Sexual Offences Act against the
accused.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for notice of the general public that a political
party is proposed to be registered by the name of
Naadaalum Makkal Katchi. The office of the party is
located at, No.4/330, Duwaraga Nagar, Manali New
Town, Chennai-600103, Tamilnadu. This Party has
submitted application to the Election Commission of
India, New Delhi for its registration as Political Party
under Section 29A of the Representation of People
Act, 1951 - Names/address of the office-bearers of
the Party are as follows:
President: J. Agni Selvaraju, 122, Sorayapattu,
Thirukovilur T.k., Kallakurichi Dt.-605754. General
Secretary: M. Vinoth Kumar, 4/330, Duwaraga
Nagar, Manali NT., Chennai–600103. Treasurer: S.
Gomathi, 41/4, Baraniputhur, Kundrathur T.k,
Kanchipuram Dt.-605122. If anyone has any
objection to the registration of Naadaalum Makkal
Katchi they may send their Objection with reasons
thereof, to the Secretary (Political Party) Election
Commission of India, Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka
Road, New Delhi –110001 within 30 days of the
publication of this notice.

Cabinet increases MSP
of copra to Rs 10,335

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet on Wednesday increased the Minimum Support Price (MSP) of copra for the 2021 season by Rs 375 to Rs 10,335 per
quintal. The government said in a statement that
the MSP for Fair Average Quality of milling copra
has been increased from Rs 9,960 per quintal last
year, marking a jump of around
3.8 per cent. The MSP for ball copra has been increased by Rs 300
to Rs 10,600 per quintal from Rs
10300 per quintal in 2020,
around a 3 per cent increase.
CopraisanimportantcontributortoKerala’seconomy.Thestate
is likely to go to polls in May. ENS

Indian Express that a fellow
member, Pappu Chandel, got informationthataprogrammewas
beingconductedattheKendrato
convertpeopleanditwasonlyafter confirming it that they informed the police and then entered the community centre.
“We saw that around 250
people had assembled. They
werebeingbrainwashedbyconstantly being told that
Christianity is a better religion
and it provides all answers.
EverythingwillbedonebyJesus.
They evenlured people into embracing Christianity by offering
to provide for them. All these
people coming from different
districts were called there by issuing pamphlets,” alleged
Sharma.
He saidthathe hadinformed
the Bhanwarkaun police station
and when the police came in,
Shalini told them about it.
According to Santosh Kumar
Doodhi, town inspector of
Bhanwarkaun police station,
while there were around 250
people, an FIR was registered
against 11 people based on
Shalini's complaint. Nine of
them were arrested under relevantsectionsof theMPFreedom
to Religion Ordinance 2020.
Father Babu Joseph, the inchargeofSatyaprakashanSanchar
Kendra,said,“Wegiveoutthehall
forvariouseventsandinthiscase,
itwasgiventoJitendraMedafora
prayer service and a leadership
programme. But Bajrang Dal
workers barged in and began
shouting 'conversion' and began
breaking things inside the hall."
However, he said he was himself
not present at the event.
Maria Stephen, PRO of
ChristiancommunityinMadhya
Pradesh,said,“Hinduright-wing
groups are misusing the newly
passed law and manipulating
the word conversion to harass
the Christian community. There
is no regard for one's human
rights or even law and order.”

Government of India

ICAR-INDIAN VETERINARYRESEARCH INSTITUTE
IZATANGAR -243 122, BAREILLY (U.P.)

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions
Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances
National Awards for e-Governance 2020-21

Walk-in Interview

NOTICE INVITING NOMINATIONS

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for
engagement of One Young Professional-II (YP-II) and one
Unskilled under “Patho-epidemiology of elephant
endotheliotropic herpesvirus infections affecting Asian
elephants (Elephas maximus) in India” project by DSTSERB. The engagement is purely on temporary/contractual
basis, co-terminus with project or earlier, depending upon
performance of the candidate. The services of person so
engaged will automatically stand terminated with termination
of the project and the institute will have no responsibility for
payment of emoluments/ regular employment after termination
of the time bound project. Likely completion of the project is
Dec 2023.
Eligible candidate may send an advance application along
with CV to Dr M Karikalan, Scientist & PI of DST project, CWL,
Email id:karyvet11@gmail.com latest by 08/02/2021 and attend
the walk-in-interview on 12/02/2021 at 11:00 AM along with
all original documents, one set of self attested photocopy and
colored passport size photograph
The details regarding the interview will be informed to the
eligible candidates by email or over phone. The candidates will
not be paid any TA/DA for attending the interview. For more
details regarding Age limit, desirable qualification, eligibility,
remuneration etc. candidates may log on to institute’s website
http://www.ivri.nic.in.

With a view to recognize and promote excellence in implementation of
e-Governance initiatives, the Government of India presents National Awards for
e-Governance every year.
Nominations are invited from Central Ministries/ Departments, State/UT
Governments, Districts, Local Bodies, Central and State PSUs, Academic and
Research Institutions (whether government or non-government) for
consideration in 6 categories as per eligibility criteria detailed in the Award
Scheme.
Modalities for sending nomination along with Guidelines and other details of the
Award Scheme are available on the Department’s website www.darpg.gov.in /
www.nceg.gov.in. All nominations are to be submitted online as per details
given in the Award Scheme. Nominations sent by email/ hand/ post/ courier/ fax
or any other form of hard copy shall not be taken into cognizance.
Last date for submission of Nominations : 26.02.2021
Contact Details: Ms. Vibhuti Panjiyar, Under Secretary (e-Gov), Department of
Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances, 5th Floor, Sardar Patel Bhawan,
Sansad Marg, New Delhi-110001. e-mail: vibhuti.panjiyar@nic.in; Tel. +91-1123367966
davp 32101/11/0002/2021
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Park Won-soon died
last year
SOUTH KOREA

Seoulex-mayor
harassedhis
secretary:report

A TOP human rights
watchdog in South Korea
has released a report confirming that the former
mayorofSeoul,whodisappeared in July only to later
be found dead, had sexually harassed and verbally
humiliatedasecretary.The
National Human Rights
Commission led an investigationintotheallegations
against the former mayor,
Park Won-soon, whose
body was found on a
wooded hill in the South
Koreancapitaljustoneday
after one of his secretaries
filed a police report accusing him of making unwantedphysicaladvances
and sending her obscene
messages and photos late
atnight.Inastatement,the
watchdogsaidthevictim’s
claimwascredible. NYT

PAKISTAN

OwnerofRaj
Kapoor’sancestral
homerefusesto
sellatgovtrate

THE OWNER of Indian
film legend Raj Kapoor’s
ancestral home in
Peshawar has refused to
sellthebuildingattherate
fixed by the provincial
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government, saying the
prime-location property
has been severely undervalued. Earlier in the
month, the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government had approved the
release of Rs 1.5 crore for
Kapoor’s ancestral home,
withtheaimtoturnitinto
a museum in honour of
the movie star.
PTI

GERMANY

Governorsays
sorryfor‘little
Merkel’remark

A GERMAN state governor
hasapologisedforreferring
to Chancellor Angela
Merkel as “little Merkel”
during a recent online
event, saying he had unintentionally displayed macho behaviour. Bodo
Ramelow,whogovernsthe
state of Thuringia, told
German weekly Die Zeit
thathegreatlyregrettedusingtheterm“Merkelchen”
while talking with other
politiciansandthepublicon
the social networking app
Clubhouse. Die Zeit on
Wednesday
quoted
Ramelow saying that he
should have used the
diminutive form only in
reference
to
male
politicians.
AP

MEANWHILE
INDONESIAN VOLCANO ERUPTS
Indonesia’s most active volcano erupted Wednesday with a river of lava and searing
gas clouds flowing nearly 10,000 feet down its slopes. No casualties were reported.
The sounds of the eruption could be heard 30 km away, officials said. It was Mount
Merapi’s biggest lava flow since authorities raised its danger level in November.

ONLY 5 GOP SENATORS JOIN DEMS IN VOTING TO GO FORWARD WITH TRIAL

Republicansrallyagainstimpeachment
trial,signallinglikelyacquittalforTrump

NICHOLAS FANDOS

WASHINGTON, JANUARY 27
SENATE REPUBLICANS rallied
TuesdayagainsttryingformerUS
President Donald Trump for “incitement of insurrection” at the
Capitol, with only five members
of hispartyjoiningDemocratsin
a vote to go forward with his impeachment trial.
Byavoteof 55-45,theSenate
narrowly killed a Republican effort to dismiss the proceeding as
unconstitutionalbecauseTrump
is no longer in office. But the
numbers showed that loyal
Republicans are again poised to
spare him from conviction, this
time despite his role in stirring
up a mob that violently targeted
lawmakers and the vice president Jan. 6 as Congress met to fi-

Senator Mitch McConnell, the Republican leader, at the
Capitol on Tuesday. NYT
nalise the election.
“Ithinkit’sprettyobviousfrom
thevotetodaythat itisextraordinarily unlikely that the president
willbeconvicted,”saidSen.Susan
Collins of Maine, one of the five
Republicans who voted to proceed to trial. “Just do the math.”
It would take two-thirds of

senators — 67 votes — to attain a
conviction,
meaning
17
Republicans would have to cross
partylinestosidewithDemocrats
infindingTrumpguilty.Iftheydid,
an additional vote to disqualify
himfromeverholdingofficeagain
would take a simple majority.
Aside from Collins, the only

Republicans who joined
Democratsin votingtoreject the
constitutionalobjectionandproceed were Senators Lisa
Murkowski of Alaska, Mitt
Romney of Utah, Ben Sasse of
Nebraska and Patrick Toomey of
Pennsylvania. All five had said
they were open to hearing the
House’s impeachment case,
which was adopted in a bipartisan vote a week after the attack.
With the facts of the case still
spillingforthandthemeatof the
trial delayed for two weeks, senators could change their views.
Several Republicans who voted
Tuesday to uphold the constitutional challenge, which would
have effectively killed the trial,
rushed afterward to clarify they
remained open-minded about
the trial, which next convenes
February 9.
NYT

Biden aims for most ambitious US effort on climate
MATTHEW DALY &
ELLEN KNICKMEYER

WASHINGTON, JANUARY 27
INWHATwouldbethemostambitious US effort ever to stave off
theworsteffectsofclimatechange,
PresidentJoeBidenisaimingtocut
oil, gas and coal emissions and
double energy production from
offshore wind turbines through
executiveordersWednesday.

Racial profiling
by French police
challenged
in class action
ELAINE GANLEY

PARIS, JANUARY 27
IN A first for France, six nongovernmental organisations
launched a class-action lawsuit
Wednesday against the French
governmentforallegedsystemic
discrimination by police officers
carrying out identity checks.
The organisations, including
Human Rights Watch and
Amnesty International, contend
that French police use racial profiling in ID checks, targeting Black
peopleandpeopleofArabdescent.
They served Prime Minister
Jean Castex and France’s interior
andjusticeministerswithformal
legal notice of demands for concretestepsanddeeplawenforcementreformstoensurethatracial
profilingdoesnotdeterminewho
gets stopped by police.
The lead lawyer in the case,
AntoineLyon-Caen,saidthatthe
legal action is not targeting individual police officers but “the
system itself that generates, by
its rules, habits, culture, a discriminatory practice.”
“Sincetheshortcomingsofthe
state (concern) a systemic practice, the response, the reactions,
theremedies,themeasuresmust
be systemic,” Lyon-Caen said at a
news conference.
The issue of racial profiling by
French police has festered for
years, including, but not only, the
practice of officers performing
identity checks on young people
whoareoftenBlackorofArabdescent and live in impoverished
housing projects.
AP

Asignificant shift inapproach
BIDEN’S EXECUTIVE
orders mark a significant shift in the US
government’s approach to dealing with climate change. Apart from
Theordersawaitinghissignaturetargetfederalsubsidiesforoil

laying out specific
measures, the orders
also make climate
change a core part of all
future decisions on foreign
policy and national security.
andotherfossilfuelsandhaltnew
oilandgasleasesonfederallands

and waters. They also intend to
conserve30percentof thecountry’slandsandoceanwatersinthe
next 10 years and move to an allelectric federal vehicle fleet.
Biden has set a goal of eliminatingpollutionfromfossilfuelin
the power sector by 2035 and
from the US economy overall by
2050, speeding what is already a
market-drivengrowthofsolarand
windenergyandlesseningthedependenceonoilandgas.
AP

ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 27

SENATENODFORBLINKEN
ASSECRETARYOFSTATE
Washignton: The US Senate on
Tuesday confirmed President Joe
Biden’s nominee, veteran diplomat Antony Blinken, to serve as
secretaryofstate.Blinkenisalongtime Biden confidant who has
beenconfirmedbythe Senatebefore,mostrecentlytoserveasNo2
at the State Department during
formerPresidentBarackObama’s
administration.
REUTERS

‘ZEROTOLERANCE’RULE
FORMIGRANTSSCRAPPED
Washington: The US Justice
Department rescinded a Trumperamemothatestablisheda“zero
tolerance”enforcementpolicyfor
migrantscrossingtheUS-Mexico
borderillegally,whichresultedin
thousands of family separations.
Acting Attorney General Monty
Wilkinsonissuedthenewmemo
to federal prosecutors across the
nationonTuesday,sayingthedepartmentwouldreturntoitslongstanding previous policy and instructingprosecutorstoactonthe
merits of individual cases.
AP

SAN FRANCISCO, JANUARY 27
JACK DORSEY, Twitter’s chief executive,wrestledthismonthwith
thequestionofwhetherhissocial
media service had exercised too
muchpowerbycuttingoffDonald
Trump’s account. Dorsey wonderedaloudif thesolutiontothat
power imbalance was new technologyinspiredbythecryptocurrency Bitcoin.
WhenYouTubeandFacebook
barred tens of thousands of
Trump’ssupportersandwhitesupremacists this month, many
flockedtoalternativeappssuchas
LBRY, Minds and Sessions. What

IN A dramatic turn of events, a
man convicted and later acquittedinthe2002killingofAmerican
journalistDanielPearladmitteda
“minor” role in his death, upending 18 years of denials, the Pearl
family lawyer said Wednesday.
A letter handwritten by
Ahmad Saeed Omar Sheikh in
2019,inwhichheadmitslimited
involvement in the death of the
Wall Street Journal reporter, was
submittedtoPakistan’sSupreme
Court nearly two weeks ago. It
wasn’t until Wednesday that
Sheikh’slawyersconfirmedtheir
client wrote it.
The high court is hearing an
appeal of a lower court’s acquittal of Sheikh, charged with murder in the death of Pearl. The appeal was filed by Pearl’s family
and the Pakistan government.
The38-year-oldreporterfrom
Encino, California, was abducted
Jan. 23, 2002. His body was later
found in a shallow grave in a
southernKarachineighbourhood.
Pearl family attorney Faisal
SiddiqicalledSheikh’sconfirmation that he authored the letter
a “dramatic development” demanding the conviction and
death penalty be reinstated.
“This is very, very important
because for the last 18 years the
position of Omar Saeed Sheikh
is that he did not know Danny
Pearl,henevermetDannyPearl,”

GLOBAL CORONAVIRUS CASES SURPASS 100 MILLION

Countries tackle Covid-19 vaccine shortages
REUTERS & AP
JANUARY 27

GLOBAL CORONAVIRUS cases
surpassed 100 million on
Wednesday, according to a
Reuters tally, as countries
around the world struggle with
new virus variants and vaccine
shortfalls.
Almost 1.3% of the world’s
population has now been infectedwithCovid-19,thedisease
causedbythenovelcoronavirus,
and more than 2.1 million people have died.
The worst-affected countries — the US, India, Brazil,
Russia and the UK — make up
more than half all reported
Covid-19 cases but represent
28% of the global population,
according to a Reuters analysis.
As the worst-affected region
in the world, Europe is currently
reportingamillionnewinfections
abouteveryfourdaysandhasreportednearly30millionsincethe
pandemic began. Britain on
Tuesdayreached100,000deaths.
On Wednesday, UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson indicated
the lockdown in England would
last until March 8 when schools
could start to reopen. Schools,
pubs and restaurants have been
closed in England since the start
of this month.
Despite securing deals for
vaccine supplies early on, many
European countries are facing
delays in shipments from both
Pfizer and AstraZeneca.
AstraZeneca pulled out of a
meeting with the European
Uniontodiscussdelayedvaccine
commitments to the bloc, an EU
official said. The official said the

he said in an interview with The
AssociatedPress.“Hehastakena
position of complete ignorance
regarding this case, but now in a
hand-written letter he has admitted to at least a limited role.”
“He has not asked that he be
acquitted. He accepts his guilt
but asks that his sentence may
be reduced,” he added.
In the hand-written letter, a
copy of which the AP has received,Sheikh writes “myrolein
this matter was a relatively minorone,which doesnotwarrant
the death sentence”.
He also admits to knowing
whokilledPearl,namingPakistani
militant Atta-ur-Rahman, alias
Naeem Bokhari, who has since
beenexecutedinconnectionwith
anattackonaparamilitarybasein
southern Karachi.
Sheikh’s lawyer, Mehmood
A. Sheikh, who is no relation,
said his client wrote the letter
— dated July 25, 2019 — under
duress and denies he knew
Pearl or had any connection
with Pearl.
AP

Indian-origin boy
in Singapore held
for planning to
attack mosques
SINGAPORE, JANUARY 27

Harrisreceivesavaccine
doseonTuesday. AP
■US Vice President
Kamala Harris received her
second dose of Moderna’s
vaccine against the novel
coronavirus on Tuesday at
the National Institutes of
Health near Washington.
EU would “insist on them” coming back to the negotiating table
to explain the delay in deliveries
once the Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccine gets approved for use by
theEuropeanMedicinesAgency.
Wednesday’s talks with the
EU Commission and member
states were slated to be the third
in as many days, as an ever angrier EU is demanding an explanation about the delays.
Amid growing frustration
overvaccineshortages,President
JoeBidenannouncedthattheUS
would ramp up deliveries to
hard-pressedstatesoverthenext
three weeks and expects to provide enough doses to vaccinate
300millionAmericansbytheend
of the summer or early fall.
As richer nations race ahead
with mass vaccination campaigns,Africaisstillscramblingto
securesuppliesasitgrappleswith
concerns about more-infectious
variantsofthevirusfirstidentified
in South Africa and Britain.

Amovementseeksto
replacesomeof the
web’sfundamental
buildingblocksin
waysthatwouldbe
harderfortechgiants
tocontrol.
Reuters
bank or financial institution but
byabroadanddisparatenetwork
of computers. It’s similar to the
way that Wikipedia is edited by
anyonewhowantstohelp,rather
than a single publishing house.
That underlying technology is
calledtheblockchain,areference
to the shared ledger on which all
of Bitcoin’s records are kept.

Ahmad Saeed Omar Sheikh
had been acquitted in the
case by a Pakistani court

GURDIP SINGH

Health workers prepare to start vaccination in Kathmandu on Wednesday. Reuters

Nepal kicks off inoculations
with vaccine sent from India
SHIRISH B PRADHAN

KATHMANDU, JANUARY 27
NEPAL
ON
Wednesday
launched a nationwide Covid-19
vaccination drive with the one
million doses of vaccine provided by India.
Prime Minister K P Sharma
Oli inaugurated the vaccination
campaign at his official residence in Baluwatar. At the
same time, government hospitals across the country vaccinated doctors and other frontline health workers.

Speaking at the inaugural
programme, Oli said all Nepalis
wouldgetthevaccinefreeof cost
within three months.
Dr Sagar Rajbhandari, director of Sukraraj Tropical and
InfectiousDiseaseHospital,Teku,
wasthefirstamongthefront-line
workerstoreceivethejab,according to Health Ministry sources.
Accordingtoofficials,around
430,000 frontline workers will
be inoculated in 65 districts
across the country.
The one million doses of the
Covid-19 vaccine donated by
India last week was jointly de-

They found a way to limit Big Tech power: using Bitcoin design
those sites had in common was
thattheywerealsoinspiredbythe
design of Bitcoin.
Thetwindevelopmentswere
part of a growing movement by
technologists, investors and
everydayuserstoreplacesomeof
theinternet’sfundamentalbuilding blocks in ways that would be
harder for tech giants like
Facebook and Google to control.
Todoso,theyareincreasingly
focused on new technological
ideas introduced by Bitcoin,
which was built atop an online
networkdesigned,atthemostbasic level, to decentralise power.
Unlike other types of digital
money, Bitcoin is created and
moved around not by a central

Admission upends 18 years of denials
KATHY GANNON

FIRMS INSPIRED BY CRYPTOCURRENCY ARE CREATING SOCIAL NETWORKS WITHOUT ANY CENTRAL AUTHORITY

NATHANIEL POPPER

Omar Sheikh’s letter
says he had ‘minor’ role
in Daniel Pearl killing

Companies are now finding
waystouseblockchains,andsimilar technology inspired by it, to
create social media networks,
store online content and host
websites without any central authorityincharge.Doingsomakes
it much harder for any governmentorcompanytobanaccounts
or delete content.

Theseexperimentsarenewly
relevant after the biggest tech
companies recently exercised
theircloutinwaysthathaveraised
questions about their power.
Facebook and Twitter prevented Trump from posting online after the Capitol rampage
January 6, saying he had broken
their rules against inciting violence.Amazon,AppleandGoogle
stoppedworkingwithParler,asocial networking site that had become popular with the far right.
Whileliberalsandopponents
of toxic content praised the companies’ actions, they were criticised by conservatives, First
Amendment scholars and the
AmericanCivilLibertiesUnionfor

showing that private entities
coulddecidewhogetstostayonline and who doesn’t.
“Even if you agree with the
specificdecisions,Idonotforasecondtrustthepeoplewhoaremaking the decisions to make universally good decisions,” said Jeremy
Kauffman, the founder of LBRY,
which provides a decentralised
serviceforstreamingvideos.
Thathaspromptedascramble
forotheroptions.Dozensofstartups now offer alternatives to
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and
Amazon’s web hosting services,
all on top of decentralised networks and shared ledgers. Many
havegainedmillionsofnewusers
over the past few weeks.
NYT

veloped by the University of
Oxford and the pharmaceutical
giantAstraZeneca,andproduced
by the Serum Institute of India.
Olihadlastweekthankedthe
Indian government for vaccines.
“I thank Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi ji as well as the
Government and people of India
forthegenerousgrantofonemillion doses of COVID vaccine to
Nepal at this critical time when
Indiaisrollingoutvaccinationfor
it's own people,” Oli tweeted.
“Nepal appreciates this gesture from a friendly neighbour,”
he added.
PTI

A16-YEAR-OLDSingaporeanboy
of Indian ethnicity was detained
last month under the Internal
Security Act (ISA) after planning
to use a machete to attack
Muslims at two mosques in
March,ontheanniversaryofNew
Zealand’s Christchurch attacks.
The teenager, who was not
named, is the youngest person
to be detained under the ISA for
terrorism-related activities, the
Internal Security Department
(ISD) said on Wednesday.
He is the first detainee in the
city-state to be inspired by farright extremist ideology,
ChannelNewsAsiareported,citing the ISD media release.
The ISD said that the teen
was influenced by the 2019 terror attacks at two mosques in
Christchurch, New Zealand in
which 51 people were killed.
The teen had planned to
carryouthisattacksonMarch15
this year, on the anniversary of
the Christchurch attacks.
“Hewasself-radicalised,motivated by a strong antipathy towards Islam and a fascination
with violence,” the ISD said.
He watched the livestream
video of the attack on the two
mosques in Christchurch on
March15,2019,andreadthemanifesto of the attacker, Brenton
Tarrant, it said. He had also
watchedISISpropagandavideos,
and came to the erroneous conclusion that ISIS represented
Islam, the ISD said.
PTI

Auschwitz survivors mark
anniversary virtually
KACPER PEMPEL &
JOANNA PLUCINSKA
OSWIECIM, JANUARY 27

MARIAN TURSKI, a 94-year-old
survivor of the Auschwitz death
camp, will mark the 76th anniversary of its liberation by
Soviet troops on Wednesday
only virtually, aware that he
mightnever returnasthecoronavirus pandemic drags on.
Survivors and museum officials told Reuters they fear the
pandemic could end the era
where Auschwitz’s former prisoners can tell their own stories
to visitors on site. Most
Auschwitz survivors are in their
eighties and nineties.
“Even if there was no pandemic, there would be fewer

New Delhi

survivors at every anniversary,”
Turski told Reuters in a Zoom interview from his Warsaw home.
The Auschwitz-Birkenau
Museum and Memorial preservestheAuschwitzdeathcamp
set up on Polish soil by Nazi
GermanyduringWorldWarTwo.
More than 1.1 million people,
most of them Jews, perished in
gaschambersatthecamporfrom
starvation, cold and disease.
Wednesday’sceremonymarkingthecamp’sliberationwilltake
place virtually starting at 1500
GMT, with speeches by survivors,
Poland’s President Andrzej Duda
andIsraeliandRussiandiplomats,
as well as a debate on the
Holocaust’sinfluenceonchildren.
Othervirtualceremonieswillalso
take place to mark Holocaust
RemembranceDay. REUTERS
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EXPLAINED THE PANDEMIC

Viruses, their variants, and vaccines

Over the past week, significant new research has been published on the variants of the novel
coronavirus that have emerged in several countries. Two of India's most eminent virologists, who
have been explaining a range of issues around the virus and vaccine in The Indian Express,
summarise the new findings, and evaluate the concerns that they raise.

EXPERTS

EXPLAIN

Shahid Jameel &
Virander S Chauhan
From The Indian Express panel
of specialists, exclusive insight

SARS-COV-2 VARIANTS have emerged independently in several countries, and research
published over the past week indicates that
the virus is changing more quickly than was
once believed — and that it may continue to
develop towards evading currently available
vaccines. We deconstruct the science, summarise the breaking research, evaluate the
concerns,andsuggestaprescriptionforIndia.
Why do viruses mutate?
Like all life, viruses carry a genetic code in
theformofnucleicacids—eitherDNAorRNA.
When cells multiply, the DNA within them
replicates aswell,tomake copiesfor the new
cells.Duringreplication,randomerrorsareintroduced into the new DNA, much like
spelling errors when we write. Just as we can
spell-check,ourcellscarryenzymesto‘proofread’ and correct these mistakes to maintain
the fidelity of our genetic material.
While the errors in DNA virus genomes
canbecorrectedbytheerror-correctingfunction of cells in which they replicate, there are
no enzymes in cells to correct RNA errors.
Therefore, RNA viruses accumulate more genetic changes (mutations) than DNA viruses.
Evolutionrequiresnotjustmutations,but
alsoselection.Whilemostmutationsaredeleterious to the virus, if some allow a selective
advantage — say better infectivity, transmission, or escape from immunity — then the
new viruses out-compete the older ones in a
population. The mutations can be synonymous (silent) or non-synonymous (nonsilent); the latter also changes an amino acid
(proteinbuildingblock)atthatpositioninthe
coded protein.
How much has SARS-CoV2 mutated?
CoronaviruseshaveanRNAgenomewith
two unique features. At 30,000 nucleotides
(nucleic acid units) they have the largest
genome among RNA viruses. This allows
coronaviruses to produce an enzyme that
can correct RNA replication errors.
Consequently,coronaviruseshaveratherstable genomes, changing about a thousand
times slower than influenza viruses, which
tooareRNAvirusesthatcauserespiratoryillness. In a January 21, 2021 preprint on
bioRxiv, researchers from ACTREC, Navi
Mumbai, analysed over 200,000 SARS-CoV2 genomes to find 6.6 non-silent and 5 silent
mutations per sample. They found 13 mutations hotspots that change in at least 40,000
or more samples. From 3,361 Indian Covid19 patient samples, the researchers found
comparable rates of 5.2 non-silent and 4.4
silent mutations per sample.

AmutationcalledD614Gemergedinlate pseudoviruses.Theseareconstructedtocarry
January2020tochangetheaminoacidatpo- the SARS-CoV-2 Spike protein on another
sition 614 in the virus’ Spike protein from as- virus background, and contain reporters that
partate (D) to glycine (G). Because this vari- are easily visualised (e.g., green fluorescent
ant infected and replicated better and protein) or quantified (e.g., luciferase).
produced ‘fitter’ viruses, it now accounts for
over99percentof theviruscirculatingglob- Are the emerging variants susceptible to
ally. Other mutations are now emerging in vaccines?
this background.
A number of lab studies published over
Viruseswithmutationswithintherecep- thepastweeksuggestthatsomeSARS-CoV-2
tor-binding domain (RBD) of the Spike pro- variants evade antibodies triggered by vactein have the most potential to evade anti- cines and natural infection. An international
bodies that develop as a result of natural team, which includes researchers from the
infection or vaccination. The RBD binds the African Health Research Institute and the
cellular receptor allowing the virus to infect UniversityofKwaZulu-NatalinDurban,tested
cells, and anti-RBD antibodies neutralise the sixpeoplewhohadrecoveredfromCovid-19
virus.Suchmutationswererecentlyfoundin before the emergence of the new variant in
variantvirusesthatemergedintheUK,South SouthAfrica.Convalescentantibodiesinthese
Africa and Brazil.
people were six to 200 times less effective in
As of January 26, about 29,000 infections neutralising the variant virus.
are attributed to UK variants from 63 counIn a separate study posted on bioRxiv on
tries, many due to local transmission. These January 19, researchers at the South African
viruses carry 17 non-silent mutations, eight NationalInstituteforCommunicableDiseases
in the Spike protein.
inJohannesburgusedpseudovirusestoshow
The South African variant includes 668 that South African variants completely esviruses reported from 26 countries, with lo- capedneutralisationbytherapeuticantibodcal transmission mainly in southern Africa ies. In further tests, the South African variant
and the UK. These viruses carry nine non- was fully resistant to serum from 21 of 44 resilentmutations,sixinthe
covered Covid-19 paSpike protein.
tients.
The Brazil variant inThere is also proof of
cludes 30 viruses from
several re-infections
eight countries, transmitwith this variant in
ting locally only in Brazil.
South Africa, driven by
SHAHIDJAMEEL, is
These viruses carry 16
the ability of new varicurrentlydirectorof
non-silentmutations,11in
ants to evade immunity
TrivediSchoolof
the Spike protein.
developed against the
BiosciencesatAshoka
Three key RBD mutaoriginal virus.
University.Hehas
tions — K417N/T, E484K,
InaJanuary19bioRxiv
previouslyworkedwith
and N501Y — are found in
preprint, researchers
theDelhi-based
variants that emerged in
fromPfizerandBioNTech
InternationalCentrefor
South Africa and Brazil.
show the serum from 16
GeneticEngineeringand
The UK variant has the
volunteers taking their
Biotechnology(ICGEB),
N501Y mutation, but has
vaccine to equally neuandservedaschief
anothercalledP681Houttralise the Wuhan virus
executiveof theWellcome
sidetheRBD,whichtooinand the UK variant.
Trust/DBTAlliancewhich
creases infectivity.
Researchers from the
fundshealthresearch.
University of Cambridge
How are vaccines tested
reported on January 20
VIRANDER SINGH
for effectiveness against
that while serum from
CHAUHAN isaformer
emerging variants?
people
given
the
directorof ICGEB.Heis
Indirect tests are done
Pfizer/BNT vaccine effecbestknownforhisefforts
in laboratories to assess if
tively
neutralised
towardsdevelopinga
anemergingvariantmight
pseudoviruses carrying
vaccineformalaria.
escape antibodies develthe N501Y Spike mutaoped after a natural infection, 10 of the 15 vaccition or vaccination.
nees showed reduced neutralisation of
Serum (the blood components that con- pseudoviruses carrying the full set of Spike
tain antibodies) from recovered patients or mutations from the UK variant.
vaccinated people, and antibodies known to
Researchers at Rockefeller University in
neutralise the original virus, are tested to de- New York also reported in bioRxiv on January
termine whether the variant viruses evade 19 on antibodies and memory in 20 volunantibodies.Serialdilutionsoftheserumoran- teersgiventheModernaorPfizer/BNTmRNA
tibodies are separately mixed with a fixed vaccines. They found both vaccines to elicit
amount of the original and variant viruses, similar responses, which were reduced by a
and the mixture is added to cells in culture. “small but significant margin” against variAfter a period of incubation, cells are washed ants carrying the E484K, N501Y, or
andstained.Cellsinfectedandkilledbyviruses K417N:E484K:N501Y combination of mumultiplying within them appear as clear tants. They further found each of the mutazones (plaques) on a dark background.
tionstoabolishorreduceneutralisationto14
The effectiveness of a serum or antibody of 17 potent monoclonal antibodies.
is expressed as an inhibitory concentration
Interestingly, wild type viruses grown in
(IC) or plaque reduction neutralisation titer the presence of vaccine-elicited antibodies
(PRNT)value.TheIC50orPRNT50valueisthe gaverisetothesamemutations,drivinghome
reciprocal dilution of serum or antibody that thepointthatvariantvirusesevolvedfollowneutralises 50 per cent viruses in the sample. ing immune selection in patients recovering
Since infectious viruses require contain- from infection.
mentfacilities(calledbiosafetylevel3;BSL3),
InapaperinthejournalScienceonJanuary
these assays are sometimes done with 25, researchers at the University of
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Washington,Seattle,mappedRBDmutations
that affect binding to therapeutic antibodies
used to treat Covid-19 patients. Their work
showshowtheSpikeRBDcanevolveinapersistentlyinfectedpatienttoevadeantibodies,
and that mutations escaping the antibodies
are already present in SARS-CoV-2 strains in
circulation.
The consensus from these recent laboratory studies is that emerging variants, especially the one from South Africa, could pose a
challenge to current vaccines. There is no informationyetfortheBrazilvariantthatshares
some of the same changes. However, these
studies have only tested antibody responses,
whereasvaccinesalsoraisecellularimmunity
to eliminate infection.
Can new vaccines be developed to fight
variants?
The evidence at this time, though of concern, does not indicate that current vaccines
are failing. But this has to be watched carefully, and all efforts made to limit transmissionbetweenpeople,whichdrivesmutations
andtheemergenceofvariants.BothModerna
and Pfizer/BioNTech have agreed that their
vaccines offered reduced protection against
theSouthAfricanvariant.Thetwocompanies
are reported to be working on developing
fresh vaccines to cover these variants. (The
New York Times, January 25)
Should new vaccines be needed, the
mRNA platform offers the best chance of
speedy development. These vaccines were
the first to receive emergency use approval,
and have already been administered to millionsof peopleglobally.Wouldregulatorsrequirefreshhumanclinicaltrialsforeachvariant vaccine built on an already approved
platform?Thiswouldbecriticaltothespeed
at which vaccines against emerging variants
can be deployed.
What should India do in this situation?
Only the UK variant viruses have so far
been reported from India — and that too, in
travellers.Thereisnoreportedlocaltransmission,butconsideringitsincreasedinfectivity,
this is likely to happen. The evidence so far
suggeststhatcurrentvaccineswouldstillprotect against the UK variant, even if with reduced efficacy.
In a January 26 preprint on bioRxiv, scientistsfromICMR-NationalInstituteof Virology
and Bharat Biotech tested serum from 38 recipientsoftheirvaccine,Covaxin,againstaUK
variant.Theresultsshownosignificantdifference,suggestingthatthevaccinewouldwork
equally well on the UK variant. (Report, right)
With cases already going down, India
should strictly implement masks and limit
crowds while aggressively tracing contacts
of people infected with the UK variant. The
US has put a ban on travel from South Africa
andBrazil.Indiamustalsobevigilantof people with a history of travel to South Africa
since October 2020, and Brazil since
December 2020.
Finally, the only way to catch emerging
variants—whetherimportedorhomegrown
— is increased genomic surveillance. So far,
there are only about 5,000 SARS-CoV-2 sequencesfromIndiainpublicdatabases,which
accounts for merely 0.05 per cent of confirmed cases. The setting up of an inter-ministerialgroup—IndianSARS-CoV-2Genomics
Consortium(INSACOG)—toincreasegenomic
surveillance is a step in the right direction.

Bharat Biotech’s vaccine at District General Hospital in Aundh, Pune. Arul Horizon/File

Covaxin is effective against
UK variant, shows study:
what this means for India
ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
&PRABHARAGHAVAN
PUNE,NEWDELHI,JANUARY27

COVAXIN, THE indigenously developed vaccine against the novel coronavirus, can work
againstthenewUKvariant,anewstudybythe
IndianCouncilofMedicalResearch(ICMR)and
National Institute of Virology (NIV) has said.

Study finding

Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech conductedatestof itsCovid-19vaccine,Covaxin,
againsttheUKstrainof thevirus.The“plaque
reduction neutralization” test (PRNT50) involved collecting the serum — the proteinrich liquid separated from blood after it is
clotted — of 38 people who had received the
vaccine.Theserawas thentestedagainstthe
UK variant of the virus as well as a heterologousstrainof thevirusthatCovaxinwaspreviously tested against.
“Our study evidently highlighted comparable neutralization activity of vaccinated
individuals’ sera against variant as well as
heterologous
SARS-CoV-2
strains.
Importantly,serafromthevaccinerecipients
could neutralise the UK-variant strains discounting the uncertainty around potential
escape,” the researchers said in the study
published online on Tuesday in bioRxiv, a
preprint server for biology. (‘Neutralization
of UK-variant VUI-202012/01 with COVAXIN
vaccinated human serum’)
“It was reassuring from the PRNT50 data
generated in our laboratory that the indigenousBBV152/COVAXIN,followingitsrolloutin
vaccination program, could be expected to
workagainstthenewUK-variant.Itisunlikely
that the mutation 501Y would be able to
dampen the potential benefits of the vaccine
in concern,” the study said.

Significance

India has seen a rising number of cases of
infection with the UK variant; on January 23,
theMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfaresaid
thatatleast150peoplehavetestedpositivefor
themutantstrain.Thisisaconcernnotjustbecause the UK strain has been found to spread
more quickly than the more common strain

of the virus, but also because British Prime
MinisterBorisJohnsonhadsaidonJanuary22
thattherewas“someevidence”tosuggestthat
thisvariantwasassociatedwitha“higherdegree of mortality”, making it more deadly.
TheUKstrainwasoneofthemainreasons
that Bharat Biotech received restricted emergency approval in India despite Covaxin not
havingcompletedenoughlarge-scalehuman
trialstoshoweveninteriminformationonits
efficacy (ability to bring down symptomatic
Covid-19 cases in those vaccinated).
Thepre-printfindingsarethefirstsetofevidence of the vaccine’s ability to work against
the UK mutant strain.
ICMRDirectorGeneralDrBalramBhargava
toldTheIndianExpressthatthedatagenerated
in the laboratory was “reassuring”.
“Ifthemortalityis10per1,000fortheregular one then it is 13 for this variant of coronavirus. Hence, it is great that we were able to
isolate and culture the UK variant within a
week'stimeandtestwithseraofCovaxin-vaccinatedpeople.Itisreassuringthatthevaccine
can work against the new UK variant,” Dr
Bhargava said.
Dr Samiran Panda, one of the researchers
and head of ICMR's Epidemiology and
Communicable Diseases division, said, “The
serum samples were collected from vaccine
recipientsandhavebeenabletoneutralisethe
UK variant, which is good news.”

Caution

The findings of the study are still to be
peer-reviewed. While the data collected
from 38 people looks promising, there is no
clarity on the vaccine’s efficacy yet, as it is
being administered to priority groups in
“clinical trial” mode. Greater clarity is expectedtoemergelaterthisyear,whenBharat
Biotech will have enough information to say
how effective the vaccine is in preventing
those inoculated from showing serious
symptoms, even if they do get infected.
Also, the pre-print findings show the
vaccine’s ability to protect against the UK
strain only. There are various other mutant
strains of the virus that pose a threat to vaccination programmes around the world,
with a variant from South Africa being of
equal concern.

What an upcoming expedition to Ram Setu could
reveal about the structures of history and myth
ANJALIMARAR

PUNE,JANUARY27
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IN A couple of months from now, Indian scientistsareexpectedtobeginafirst-of-its-kind
expedition to put a date to the chain of corals
and sediments in the Indian Ocean known as
RamSetuorAdam’sBridge.The48-kilometre
bridge-like structure between India and Sri
LankafindsmentionintheRamayana,butnot
much about its origins is proven scientifically.
A central advisory board on archaeology,
functioningundertheArchaeologicalSurveyof
India, recently approved the proposal for the
expeditionsubmittedbytheNationalInstitute
ofOceanography(NIO),Goa,aconstituentlaboratoryofthecentralgovernment’sCouncilof
Scientific & Industrial Research (CISR).

The Project

Jan 26

Note: The Jan 26 figure in this graph is based on the government update on Jan 27

INDIA TOTAL CASES 10,689,527
Source:MinistryofHealth&familyWelfare,updatedat11pmonJan27

CSIR-NIO will lead the three-year study.
“TheideaistoseewhetherRamSetuisamanmadestructureornot.Themostimportantaspect of the project is to establish its age, scientifically. Once it is known, the information can
be verified and correlated with its mention in
the Ramayana and similar scriptures,” NIO
DirectorProf SunilKumarSinghsaid.

The Adam’s Bridge between India and
Sri Lanka from space. Jeff Schmaltz/NASA
Carbon dating techniques, which are now
availableinIndia,willbeprimarilyusedtodeterminetheageofthestructure;thescientistswill
alsostudyitsmaterialcomposition,outlinethe
sub-surfacestructure,andattempttoexcavate
remnantsorartifacts,if any,fromthesite.

The Plan

The project is likely to commence by the
end of March. An initial survey using underwater photography will look for inundated
habitation in the area. A geophysical survey

will be carried out to understand the structures, if any.
“Over the years, several kinds of depositions, including sand, have covered the actual
structure. Initially, only physical observation,
and no drilling, will be done. A scientific surveywillbeperformedtounderstandthesubsurfacestructure,”ProfSinghsaid.Drilling,followedbythecollectionandlaboratorytesting
of samples, will follow in the next stage.
“Some scriptures mention wooden slabs
alongtheSetu.Ifso,theyshouldhavefossilised
bynow,whichwewilltrytolocate.Usinghighendtechniques,wewilllookforcoralsanddate
the gathered samples. Most of the scientific
analysis will be done at NIO or in laboratories
in India,” Prof Singh said.

The Team

The team will comprise seasoned archaeologists trained in diving, and scientists who
willcarryoutbathymetryandseismicsurveys.
TheseaaroundtheRamSetuisshallow,no
more than 3-4 metres deep – so the scientists
willuselocalboatsratherthatlargevesselsor
ships.Forcollectingcoresamplesfromgreater
depths,andforbathymetrypurposes,theCSIRNIO’soceanographicvesselRVSindhuSadhana
will be deployed as the platform.

The Tests

SidescanSONARwillbeusedforbathymetry, which is similar to studying topography
of a structure on land. Sound waves will be
sent to the submerged structure to generate
an outline.
Aspartofasiloseismicsurvey,mildearthquake-like shocks will be sent to the submergedstructure,andthereflectedorrefracted
signals will be captured by instruments.

The Experience

The NIO has been studying a part of
Dwarka,whichliesundertheseaoff thecoast
of Gujarat. It has so far traced large quantities
of scatteredstonesatdepthsbetween3and6
metres. Stone anchors too were found at the
site,suggestingtheexistenceofanancientharbour. The NIO has earlier attempted to trace
themissingshoretemplesofMahabalipuram
in Tamil Nadu.
Severalshipwreckstudies,includingoneoff
theOdishacoast,areongoing.AportnearGoa
isbeingconsideredforsimilarscientificstudy.
Theseasoff India’s7,500-kmcoastlineare
a treasure trove of data on changing climate,
evolution of underwater fauna, coastal lives,
and habitations, and hold great potential for
scientific exploration.

16 CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS
Classifieds
PERSONAL
I,hitherto known as Anirudh
Gupta,S/o Anil Gupta,Residing
at-60,G/F, Sector-4,Type-2, Raja
Bazar,DIZ Area,Gole
Market,Delhi-110001,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
Aniruddh Kr Gupta.
0040561482-3
I,VIJENDER KUMAR,S/O JAI
BHAGWAN R/O-272, HIRAN
KUDNA, DELHI-41,have
changed my name to VIJENDRA
SEHRAWAT.
0040561490-2
I,VANDEVI KUMARI,D/o Bhuwan
Kumar Sharma,R/o Plot
No.631,2nd-Floor, ShaktiKhand-3,Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad,UP-201014,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
VANDANA SHARMA,FOR ALL
PURPOSES
0040561490-1
I,SHOBHA RANI W/O RAM
KISHAN SINGHAL R/O
24/8,MALL ROAD,DELHIUNIVERSITY,DELHI110007.CHANGED MY NAME TO
SHOBHA RANI SINGHAL.
0040561489-8
I,Ravi Kant S/o Rameshwar
Prasad Agarwal R/o 601, TowerH, Great Value Sharnam,
Sector-107, Noida, have
changed my name from Ravi
Kant to Ravi Kant Agarwal for
all future purpose.
0040561435-3
I,Ram Chander S/o Sh.Ram Phal
Singh R/O-House.No.F534,Dakshinpuri,New Delhi110062,have changed my name
to Ram Chander Singh for
all,future purpose.
0040561492-4
I,Rajender Chauhan S/o Bhram
Singh R/o C-308, Sector-122
Noida(U.P.) inform that
Rajender Singh and Rajender
Chauhan are same person but I
will be known by the name
Rajender Singh.
0040561435-1
I,Rajeev Sharma S/oBrahmchari R/o-1/4533,Khera
Bhagwan Pur,Shahdara, Delhi110032,inform that in my
service.records my name
Rajeev &my father’s,name
Brahmchari wronglywritten.Rajeev and Rajeev
Sharma &my father’s name
Brahmchari sharma and
Brahmchari both name are
same,person.
0040561489-10
I,RAJINDER MADAN S/O MADAN
LAL R/O S-221/81,GALI NO.1,
VISHNU GARDEN,DELHI110018.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAJINDER KUMAR.
0040561486-5
I,Pawan Kumar,S/o
Dharamvir,H.No. B8/3,’B’ Block
Parkland, BPTP, Sector-85,
Faridabad(Haryana)121002,have changed my name
to Pawan.
0040561492-6
I,Naresh Kumar Suri S/oJoginder Nath Suri R/o:House
No-O-75B, Second Floor,New
Mahavir Nagar, Tilak
Nagar,New Delhi-18, inform
that Naresh Suri and Naresh
Kumar Suri are One and the
Same Person.
0070728854-1
I,Taukir s/o Taufique Khan,R/o
NA-228,Street.No.07,Vishnu
Garden,New Delhi-110018,have
changed my name to Taukir
Khan,for all future purposes.
0040561482-4
I,Meenakshi Chauhan D/o
Krishan Chand R/o C-308,
Sector -122 Noida(U.P.) inform
that Meenakshi and
Meenakshi Chauhan are same
person but I will be known by
the name Meenakshi.
0040561435-2
I,Meena Kumari Kanda,w/o Anil
Kumar,R/o-B-24, Gali.No.4,
Flat.No.401,Mandawali
Unchepar,Delhi-110092,have
changed my name to Meena
Dhunna.
0040561489-7
I,MAYA GOVIND TEWARI,W/o
SACHIN SHARMA,R/o-7A/3B,
NEAR-SATYAM
APARTMENT,RAJPUR
ROAD,DELHI-110054,have
changed my name to MAYA
SHARMA.
0040561482-2
I,MANJIT KAUR W/O
GAGANDEEP SINGH R/O
HNO.8,ROADNO.40,WEST
PUNJABI BAGH BAGH,DELHI110026.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MANJEET KAUR.
0040561486-2
I,Lalita Prasad,W/o-Radhey
Shyam,R/o-2/239,First Floor,
LIG Flats,Sector-11,Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name to Madhu for all
purposes.
0040561482-6
I,Lawrence Dantis,S/o Alex
Dantis,R/o-D-324,NearBadarpur,Pul-Pehladpur,New
Delhi-110044,have changed my
name to Lorance and my
correct date-of-birth is15.03.1958.
0040561489-6
I,LALIT KUMAR BASSI S/O
BANARSI DAS BASSI R/O
FLATNO.164,BG-1,SFSFLATS,PASCHIM VIHAR,DELHI110063.CHANGED MY NAMETO
LALIT BASSI.
0040561486-4
I,Km.Hemlata,w/o Anil
Kumar,R/o-46-H,Pocket-A-3,
Mayur-Vihar Phase-3,Delhi110096,have changed my name
to Hemlata Bhatt,for all future
purposes.
0040561489-1
I,KIRTI,Daughter of KRISHAN
KUMAR KAUSHIK,R/o RZF868,LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI
MARG,RAJNAGAR-2,PALAM
COLONY,NEW DELHI110077,have changed my name
to KIRTI KAUSHIK.
0040561489-3

I,Gajender Singh,S/o-Jai
Prakash,R/oX/3698,Gali.No.5,Shanti
Mohalla,Gandhi Nagar,Delhi110031,inform that in my
son’s(Rahul Nagar)Aadhar
Card No.301233532753,my
name wrongly mentioned as
Sonu Nagar instead of
Gajender Singh.
0040561482-7
I,Dukhan Dass,R/o-2605, Main
Bazar,Shadipur,Patel
Nagar,Delhi-1100008,have
changed my name to Suraj
Kumar Dass for all future
purposes.
0040561482-5
I,Dibya Bharoti,D/o-Gopal
Sikdar,R/o-Flat
No..1049/10D,4th Floor,Govind
Puri,Lane-10,New Delhi110019,have changed my name
to Divya Sikdar for all
purposes.
0040561496-4
I,DALIP MAITRI R/O B7(GF),SARAI PIPAL-THALAEXTENSION,ADARSH
NAGAR,DELHI-110033.
CHANGED MY CHILD NAME
GOPAL MAITRI TO GOUPAL
MAITRI.
0040561486-3
I, Yampati Chandrakanth S/O
Yampati Sunitha, R/o 3- 67/B
Dubey Colony, Lingampally
Railway Station,
Serilingampally, Lingampalli,
K.V. Rangareddy, Telangana500019, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Deekonda Chandrakanth.
0070728813-1
I, Vaghela Krushnpal S/O
Vaghela Hareshkumar, R/o 40,
Radhe Upavan Society, Near
Joganimata Temple, Sanand,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat- 382110,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Krushnpalsinh Hareshkumar
Vaghela.
0070728819-1
I, Thapa Arya D/O Nain Ram, R/o
Kottulari, Bageshwar, Dhyonai,
Uttarakhand- 263641, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Sonia
Dogra .
0070728761-1
I, Sumit Khanna F/o Samaira
R/o-H.No.3, Road No.25, EastPunjabi-Bagh, Delhi110026,have changed my minor
daughter’s name,from Samaira
to Samaira Khanna.
0040561490-4
I, Silkly Nagpal W/o Sumit
Khanna R/o-H.No.3, Road
No.25, East-Punjabi-Bagh,
Delhi-110026,have changed my
name to Silky Khanna
0040561490-3
I, Sameer Rajendra Kalgaonkar
S/o Rajendra Vasudev
Kalgaonkar R/o-CV-3 0402,
Tower-CV-3, Supertech
Capetown,Sector-74, Noida201301,have changed my name
to Sameer Kalgaonkar.
0040561489-5
I, Ruhaan Sheikh S/O Rizwan
Abid, R/o B- 1/602, Punjabi
Saudagar Apartments, Mayur
Vihar Ph- 1, East Delhi- 110091,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Ruhaan Royce.
0070728814-1
I, Ramdulari W/o LT. Shri
Chetram Sharma R/o WZ-524 D,
Street No-17, Sadh Nagar,
Palam colony, New Delhi110045 have changed my name
to Ramdulari Sharma for all
purposes
0040561433-1
I, Rajesh s/o shri.Radhey Shyam
choudhary R/o-358/4-H,4thfloor,st.no05,krishnapuri,mandawali,del
hi-110092,have changed my
name to Rajesh choudhary.
0040561482-1
I, Rajeev Kumar Ravi S/o Sita
Ram Das R/o 734, Behind
Punjab National Bank,
Bijwasan, New Delhi - 110061,
have changed my minor son’s
name from Rishab Kumar aged
5 years to Hrishabh Kumar Ravi
forever
0070728837-1
I, Radhey Shyam S/oKishan Lal
R/o-A-706, Kedar Apartment,
Rohini,Sec-9, Delhi110085,have changed my name
to Radhay Sham.
0040561492-2
I, Priyanka S/o Harpal Singh R/o
G-80, Sector Alpha-2, Greater
Noida U.P.,have changed my
name to Priyanka Singh for all
future purposes.
0040561428-2
I, Phera Ram Awana S/o Jhadiya
Awana R/o B-85 Sector-27,
Noida Uttar Pradesh have
changed my name Phirey Ram
Awana for all purposes
0070728857-1
I, NANDNI D/o Satyaveer Singh
R/o B-27 Triveni Apartment
Triveni-1, Malviya Nagar, South
Delhi-110017 Have Changed my
Name to NANDNI SINGH for all
purposes
0070728831-1
I, Manoj Kumar Jaiswal S/O
Khub Lal Jaiswal, R/o Village
Jagdeeshpur Gurudatta Post
Sadarjahanpur, Jagdish Pur,
Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh275203, That name of Mine and
My Father has been wrongly
written as Manoj Kumar Ram
And Khub Lal Ram in my 10th
Certificate No- 000433760, The
Actual name of Mine and My
Father are Manoj Kumar
Jaiswal And Khub Lal Jaiswal,
which may be amended
accordingly.
0070728816-1
I, Kumari Lila W/o Umraw Singh
R/o H.No.WE-127, 2ndFloor,
Uttam-Nagar, Delhi-110059
have changed my name to
Lilavati.
0040561489-4

I, Kulvinder Singh S/o Amrik
Singh R/o RZ-41, Ganga Vihar,
Street Number-3, Najafgarh,
Dindar Pur, Delhi-110043, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Muskan aged 13
years to Muskan Kaur forever

I Keshav R Gupta alias Keshav
Gupta S/o Shri Rajendra
Kumar Gupta R/o B-9/6, DLF
City, Phase I,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122002 have
changed my name to Keshav R
Gupta for all purposes.

0070728839-1

0040561396-4

I, Krishan Lal F/o Radhay Sham
R/o A-706, Kedar Apartment,
Rohini,Sec-9, Delhi-110085,
have changed my name to
Kishan Lal.
0040561492-1

I Kalpathy Subramanian Gopal
Krishnan S/O, Kalpathy
Gopalakrishnan Subramanian
R/o 12, E95 - E96, Nawada
Housing Complex, 55 Foota
Road, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi
110059 have changed my name
to K S Gopala Krishnan for all
purposes.
0040561440-1

I, KM Gulfasha Anasari,D/o
Mahmood Ansari,R/o Bajar
Bhoker Heri,Muzaffarnagar,
UP,have changed my name to
Gulfasha Ansari.
0040561492-5
I, Jaywati Awana W/o Phirey
Ram Awana R/o B-85 Sector-27,
Noida Uttar Pradesh have
changed my name Jayavati
Awana for all purposes.
0070728858-1
I, HARISH SHARMA.S/O-RAM
DUTT SHARMA. ADDRESS.B4/80,YAMUNA-VIHAR ,NORTHEAST DELHI BHAJAN-PURI
DELHI-110053.Changed my
name to HARISH CHAND
SHARMA, permanently.
0040561492-3
I, Gurinder Pal Singh s/o Hardev
Singh r/o WZ-468-E, MS-Block,
Hari Nagar, Delhi-110064 have
changed my name to
GURENDER PAL SINGH.
0040561399-1
I, Gunin Agarwal S/o Amit
Agarwal R/o A-50, Meera Bagh,
New Delhi-87 Have Changed
My Name to Shivansh Agarwal.
0040561428-1
I, Dheeraj Sharma S/O Kuldeep
Sharma, R/o Flat No- C- 208,
N.D.M.C Society, New Delhi,
Vikas Puri, Tilak Nagar, West
Delhi- 110018, I have changed
the name of my minor
Daughter Shivanya Sharma
aged about 2 Years and She
shall hereafter be known as
Shivvanya Sharma.
0070728822-1
I, CHANDRAMANI,S/O
KESHAVDEV SHARMA, R/o75,VRINDAVAN
GARDEN,SAHIBABAD,GHAZIAB
AD, U.P.201005,changed my
name to CHANDRA MANI
SHARMA.
0040561496-1
I, Bijay Singh aias Vijay Negi
alias Vijay Pal Singh Negi S/o
Khadag Singh, R/o RZO-3,
Nanda Block, Mahavir Enclave,
New Delhi-110045, have
changed my name to Vijay Pal
Singh for all purposes
0040561457-1
I, Bibha Kumari,W/o Vijay
Dubey,R/o Flat No-41C, 1st
Floor, Sector-40 Gurgaon122001,Have Changed My
Name To Bibha Dubey.
0040561486-6
I, Amreen D/o Aftab Ali Khan R/o
4382, Dr. Mirza Ahmed Marg,
Shahganj Chowk, Ajmeri Gate,
Delhi-110006, have changed my
name to Amreen Khan, for all
purposes.
0040561415-1
I, Alpana Mandal S/O Bhutnath
Mandal, R/o Kochpukur O
Dakshin Bargachhiya Bara
Gachhla Sonarpur South 24
Parganas- 700145, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Alpana
Naskar.
0070728810-1
I, Abhishek S/o Ajay Sharma
R/o-VP-5/B, Pitampura, Delhi110034 have changed my name
to ‘Abhishek Sharma’ for all
future purposes.
0070728853-1
I Yogander S/O, Jaiprakash R/o
V.p.o- Jamalpur,teh.farrukhnagar, DistrictGurgaon-122503 have changed
my name to Yogender for all
purposes.
0040561402-1
I Therli Venkat Tulasi W/O, Therli
Apparao Dayasagar R/o
4802,lords Cghs, Plot No.
7,sector 19b, Dwaraka, New
Delhi, 110075 have changed my
name to Therli Tulasi for all
purposes.
0040561400-1
I Tanzeela Ishaque Mohammed
Qureshi D/o Ishaque
Mohammed Qureshi and W/o
Najib Mahfouz Muneem R/o
Flat No-12, Pocket-E, Mayur
Vihar, Phase-2, Delhi-110091,
have changed my name to
Tanzeela Najib Muneem
0070728841-1
I Sviti W/o Amit Pandey R/o 23 ,
new hanumanpuri Suraj kund
road, meerut, Uttar Pradesh250001 declare that Sviti and
Sweety Pandey are same
person name
0040561442-1
I Ranjit Singh Banga S/o Satnam
Singh, R/o 6/126 Nirankari
Colony, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110009 have changed my
name to Ranjit Banga
0070728804-1
I Raj Kumar S/o Sh. Tirlok Chand
Arora R/o House No.C-456,
Vikas Puri, Delhi-110018 have
changed my name to Raj
Kumar Arora for all purposes.
0040561396-2
I, Soban Singh S/o, Bhola Singh
Bisht R/O 40-S.P.A Hostel,
Taimoor Nagar, NFC, New
Delhi-110025 have changed my
name to Soban Singh Bisht.
0070728842-1
I Mohammed Irfan S/o
Mohammad Iqbal Mansuri R/o
Begun, post-Begun, Sabji
Mandi, Chittorgarh, Rajasthan312023, have changed my name
to Mohammed Irfan Mansuri
0070728836-1
I, Parvesh Chopra,s/o Suraj
Parkash Chopra,R/o WZ-191A,
Lane.No.4, Lajwanti-Garden,
New-Delhi-110046,have
changed my name to Parvesh
Kumar Chopra.
0040561489-9
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My/Our client NEELAM K GULATI
DAUGHTER OF SH. KARTAR SINGH
RESIDENT OF 78, TU-BLOCK, VISHAKHA
ENCLAVE PITAMPURA DELHI- 110034,
have disowned her adopted son namely MR.
KUSUMAKAR K GULATI R/O 78, TUBLOCK, VISHAKHA ENCLAVE PITAMPURA
DELHI- 110034, and revoke all relationship
from him due to his bad and criminal behavior
and intensions. My clients have debarred him
from all their rights, claims in any manner
from his moveable and immovable properties
and in near future he will have no concern
with my client in any manner immediate
effect. Any Persons dealing with him shall be
doing so at their own risk and responsibilities.
Sd/SANJEEV JAIN
(ADVOCATE)
Enrl. No. D-226/91

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

On the 58th Raising Day of The 5th Battalion, The Bihar
Regiment, we salutethe Veer Biharis, who made the
supreme sacrifice for the Nation, while serving in
Siachen, Op Rakshak and on UN Missions.

I Jahir Ahmad alias Jaheer
Ahmad S/o Amanat Hussain
R/o 2253/E, Guru Nanak Nagar,
New Ranjit Nagar, Patel Nagar,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110008
have changed my name to
Zaheer Ahmad for all
purposes.
0040561396-3
I Bimlesh W/O-Praveen
Kumar,H.NO-31/190,Block-31,
Trilokpuri,East Delhi110091,Have Changed my
Name to Bimlesh Praveen
Kumar.
0040561489-2
I Amrit Rani,D/o Assanand W/o
Ashok Ajmani,R/o NA-254 Gali
No.7,Vishnu Garden,New
Delhi,have changed my name
to Anu Ajmani.
0040561486-1

LOST & FOUND

I, VK BHARGAVA S/o D.N.
BHARGAVA R/o C-379 Sector 122
NOIDA, have lost the Original
“Alternate PLOT ALLOTMENT
Letter issued by NOIDA authority
No. NOIDA/Af.·fc/2006/2417 Dated
10.11.2006.
Finder may Contact 9013609018.

I Amit gadhoke S/o sh dilbag rai
gadhoke resident of crossing
republic Ghaziabad has
changed name to Amiet
sabharwal. this is applicable
in future for all purpose
0070728855-1
I,Rajan s/o-Satya Parkash
Gupta,H.No.286, 3rd-Floor,
Sant-Nagar, East-Of-Kailash,
New Delhi-110065,have
changed my name to Rajan
Gupta.
0040561492-7
I, Rishabh Mishra S/o Atma
Prasad Mishra R/o H.No.N45/17,Gali No.1, Bhagwan
Pura,Samaipur,Delhi-110042
declare that name of mine and
my father has been wrongly
written as Rishabh and A P
Mishra in my 10th and 12th
Class Educational
Documents.Correct names are
Rishabh Mishra and Atma
Prasad Mishra. 0040561486-7
I, Ashish Singh s/o Ram Singh
house no. 150 gali no. 4 main
Shyampark Sahibabad
ghaziabad have change my
name to Ashish Singh
Bhadhoriya
0070728801-1
I, Dheeraj Sharma S/O Kuldeep
Sharma,R/o Flat No- C- 208,
N.D.M.C. Society, New Delhi,
Vikas Puri, Tilak Nagar, West
Delhi- 110018, I have changed
the name of my minor
Daughter Inaaya Sharma aged
about 2 Years and She shall
hereafter be known as Inaayya
Sharma.
0070728818-1
I Kritika D/o Kulvinder Singh R/o
RZ-41, Ganga Vihar, Street
Number-3, Najafgarh, Dindar
Pur, Delhi-110043, have
changed my name to Kritika
Kaur
0070728840-1

SITUATION VACANT
ACADEMIC

Required Principal, PGTs,
TGTs(All subjects); PRTs,PET,
Music and Drawing Teachers
for Smt.Misri Devi
Gyan,Niketan,Goyla
Road,Shyam-Vihar Najafgarh,
New Delhi:43.
Contact:9811322817 and
8851701199.For more details.
smdgn.academic@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Mr Neeraj Sharma,
aadhar no. 4507 8207 2377, r/o
2797/3, 2nd floor, Ranjit Nagar,
New Delhi had severed his all
relations with his son AKSHAT
KUMAR SHARMA & daughter
KHYATI SHARMA for ever due to
their irresponsible behaviour. My
client hereby disown and debars
them from any of their rights or
claims on the properties and
assets of my client for ever. Any
one dealing with them will be
doing so at his/her own risk and
responsibility. My client will not be
liable,
responsible
and
answerable.
Aradhna Gupta (Advocate)
Enrolment No. D/2715/2008
9811982682, 9811272718

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Mr Sudhir Mittal son
of Brij Lal, resident of A137
Sector 15 Noida, upon the
deaths of owners Lachman
Das Arora and Mrs Raj Rani
Arora has applied for the
mutation of their property no.
A137 Sector 15 Noida in his
name on the basis of their
Wills. In case any one has any
objection, may submit his
objection Along with evidence
within 15 days of this notice
before Residential Plots deptt.
Noida Authority.
Aradhna Gupta, Advocate
Enrolment No. D/2715/2008
9811982682, 9811272718

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy,itisnotpossibletoverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Sub Alban
Tigga

L/Hav Keshav
Singh

L/Nk Narayan
Singh Sundi

Nk Ranjit
Khalkho

Nk Vijay Kumar
Singh

L/Nk Rajesh
Boipoi

Sep Bhagya
Narayan Singh

SepNand
Kishore Singh

AND
L/NkMarkandeyJonko, Sep Paverus Beck, Sep SachitaNand Singh,
L/Hav Masih Bodra, Sep ChanderOraon, Sep LorenceTopno, Sep
Shyam Nandan Rai, Sep Kamlesh Kumar Singh, L/Nk Anil Topno,
Sep Ram Kumar Yadav, L/NkSwaminandan Kumar, Sep/Clk Om
Kumar Singh, Sep (WM) Sanjay Ram, Hav (Clk) Raj Kumar Singh,
Sep Tribeni Singh, Sep Mandal Toppo.
Your gallantry will always serve as an inspiration for us. We, the
fraternity of The Veer Biharis, salute you.
The Bihar Regiment Association

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE KNOWN TO ALL that my client
“Raj Kumar Saspal @ Raj Kumar
Son Of Late Shri Fakir Chand,
Resident Of 292A, Block-F-2,
Sangam Vihar, New Delhi-110062”
due to some unavoidable
circumstances has severed all his
relations with his son “Jeevan Kumar
Saspal”. Henceforth, my client
hereby debarred/disown him from all
his movable and immovable
properties. In future my client shall
have no relation with his above said
son.
GAURAV GOGIA ADVOCATE
Chamber No.269, Lawyer's
Chamber Block-I, Delhi High Court
New Delhi-110003

0040561490-8

SHARES & STAKES
Free! Free! Free Seminar on
Share Market, Option Strategy
& Currency Market. Kadam
Capital- 9834415204
www.kadamgroups.co.in
0090280925-1

LOST & FOUND
I, Akash chawla S/o Shri Dinesh
Chawla Declare an oath that
my Qualifying certificate of
having passed the seconary
examination 2012, Roll No8629147 From C.B.SE, Delhi has
been actually lost founder plz
call -9899998851 0040561406-1
I, RAJESHWARI KHANNA D/OLATE SHRI.MUKUNDI LAL R/OA-28,SEC-5, PLOT-20,EDEN
TOWERS,SHAHADRA
CGHS,DWARKA, ND110075,LOST MY POSSESSION
CERTIFICATE OF ABOVE
MENTION FLAT.FINDER PLEASE
CONTACT-9899847553.
0040561482-9
I, Saman Zehra Kazimi, am
notifying that my original NIFT
Bhopal marksheets (ID
BHO13AD07) for semesters
1,2,3,4,5 and 6 have been
lost/destroyed. If found please
contact 9540415940
0050174581-1
It is notified that my Original
Qualifying Examination Main
Certificate of 10th 2009
(6138154) and 12th 2011
(9132659) issued by CBSE has
been lost. Divya Nair 201
Pocket-4 Sector 2 Rohini Delhi/
8527296151.
0040561492-11
It is notified,for the information
that my Original-QualifyingExamination Certificate of
Main & Marksheet of
Secondary-Examination,Year2013 and Roll.No.
9170952,issued by CBSE,has
been actually lost.Candidate
Name-Ayush Jain,
Full,Address-65,Second-Floor
Bhogal-Lane Bhogal,NewDelhi110014.
0040561490-7
Lost my original Allotment
Letter of Property.No.L-10A,
Saket,New Delhi-110017,finder
contact;Nupur Bhattacharyya
& Subhalaxmi Bhattacharjee
S/D/W/O-A.R. Bhattacharyya,
L-10,Saket,New Delhi-110017.
0040561482-10

New Delhi
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GOLD

RUPEE

`48,421

`72.92

OIL

SILVER

$56.07

`65,614

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market; gold per 10 g, silver per 1 kg; Brent crude as of 0000 IST

SENSEX: 47,409.93 ▼ 937.66 NIFTY: 13,967.50 ▼ 271.40 NIKKEI: 6,600.98 ▼ 53.03 HANG SENG: 13,673.29 ▼ 197.70 FTSE: 28,635.21 ▲ 89.03 DAX: 29,297.53 ▼ 93.73
International market data till 1900 IST

BUDGET WATCH

GOLD DEPOSIT, LOAN

Norms of scheme to
be tweaked to nudge
fund allocation away
from physical buying
SUNNYVERMA

NEWDELHI,JANUARY27
THE GOVERNMENT is planningtotweaktheexistinggold
deposit and gold metal loan
schemes to wean away investors from excessive investment in physical gold. The
changeswillmakeiteligiblefor
a larger number of people to
opengolddepositaccountsas
the minimum amount of depositrequiredinthesegoldaccounts will be reduced substantially and other changes
introduced to make these
moreattractive.
Despite the government’s
emphasis on gold monetisationoverthelastfewyears,including issuing gold bonds as
part of its borrowing programmes,investmentinphysicalgoldandpurchasesofjewellery continues to outpace
investment through financial
channels. Sources said the existingschemewillbemadefar
from attractive from investment convenience and taxation aspects. “A number of
amendments have been finalised in existing revamped
Gold Deposit Scheme, revamped Gold Metal Loan
Scheme and India Gold Coin
Scheme. These changes have
beenrecentlyreviewedbythe
Finance Minister (Nirmala
Sitharaman),” said a government official. The Finance
Ministry has held a series of
discussions on these schemes
overthelastfewmonths.
“There has been discussions at the highest levels on
these schemes in the government, to make them more
favourabletothesmallestofinvestors, including people
wanting to buy gold for jewellery purpose,” the official
said. The government could
unveil these changes in the
UnionBudgetonFebruary1.
Under the revamped gold

MINIMUMAMOUNT
OFDEPOSIT
■ The changes will
make it eligible for a
larger number of
people to open gold
deposit accounts as
minimum amount
of deposit required
in these accounts
will be reduced
substantially.
depositscheme,investorscan
earn 2.25 per cent interest on
medium- and long-term gold
deposits having 5-7 years and
12-15yearstenure.Goldisacceptedintheformof rawgold
includinggoldbars,coins,jewellery excluding stones and
other metals under the
scheme. But investors need to
bringinminimumof30grams
ofgold,whichisroughlyworth
Rs1.5lakhatcurrentpricesunder the scheme. Sources said
this amount will be substantially reduced to ensure that
large number of people are
able to open gold deposit accounts.Theminimumrequirementsof30gramscouldbereduced to 1 gram. Interest
earningsandcapitalgainsunder the scheme will continue
tobeexemptfromcapitalgains
tax,wealthtaxandincometax.
Amendments are also beingplannedingoldmetalloan
(GML) scheme, which is used
byjewellerymanufacturersto
borrow gold metal and settle
the GML with the sale proceeds obtained. Banks offer
GMLfor180daysincaseofdomesticjewellerymanufacturers and for 270 days in case of
exports. The government has
been regularly issuing sovereign gold bonds as part of its
overallborrowingprogramme
to support debt requirements
as well as to provide a safe avenueforgoldownershipwithoutphysicalpossession.

ALL SECTORAL INDICES, BARRING FMCG, CLOSE WITH LOSSES

Sensexslides938ptsonFPI
pullout,USstimulusworries

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY27

FOREIGNPORTFOLIOinvestorsled
the selling spree on the domestic
stock markets on Wednesday
amid uncertainties about the US
stimulusandFOMC(FederalOpen
Market Committee) meeting,
combinedwithnot-so-encouragingearningsannouncementsand
caution ahead of the Budget and
scheduledderivativesexpiry.
The Sensex plunged by 938
points, or 1.94 per cent, to
47,409.93andtheNSENiftyIndex
fellby271points,or1.91percent,
to 13,967.50. On Wednesday, FPIs
pulledoutoverRs1,688crorefrom
themarkets.Theyhadwithdrawn
Rs 765 crore on Monday and Rs
635croreonJanuary22,takingthe
totalwithdrawalsinthelastthree
sessionstooverRs3,000crore.
IntheUS,by12:32p.m.ETthe
DowJonesIndustrialAveragewas
down 371.41 points, or 1.20 per
cent,at30,565.63andtheS&P500
wasdown61.96points,or1.61per
cent,at3,787.66.

Post 50K, why is there selling pressure?
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY27

WITH WEDNESDAY’S fall, the
Sensexisnow2,600pointsdown
afterhitting50,000lastweek.
What led to the selling
pressure?
After a weak start, the benchmark indices gradually drifted
lower as the day progressed and
settled around the day’s low.
Severalfactorslikenegativeforeign
flows, uncertainty about the US
stimulus and US FOMC (Federal
Open
Market
Committee) meeting
combined with not so
encouraging earnings
announcements
dented the sentiment.
Besides,cautionahead
of the Union Budget
and scheduled derivatives expiry
alsoaddedtothesellingpressure.
In line with the benchmark in-

FDI inflows rise 37% in
Apr-Nov to $43.85 billion

Foreign direct investment (FDI) in April-November 2020 rose
by 37% over a year ago, Commerce Ministry data showed

$32.11billion

$58.37billion

FDIinflows,includingreinvested
earning,recordinginAprilNovemberlastyear
TotalFDIinflows
(including
reinvestedearnings)duringthe
eight-monthperiodofthe
currentfiscal

MAJORDRIVEROF
GROWTH: FDIisamajordriverof

economicgrowthandanimportant
sourceofnon-debtfinanceforthe

Washington: The US Federal
Reserve left its key overnight
interest rate near zero and
made no change to its
monthly bond purchases,
pledging to keep economic
pillarsinplaceuntilthereisa
fullreboundfromCovid-triggeredrecession. REUTERS
dices,alltheotherindices,barring
FMCG, ended with
losseswithmetal,realty
and auto remaining the
toplosers.
Are foreign investors
selling stocks?
Foreign portfolio investors(FPIs)whoinvestedRs1.70
lakh crore in calendar year 2020
have turned cautious. It is well-

economicdevelopmentofthenation

FACTORSTHATHELPED
BOOSTFDIINFLOWS:

■ ReformsonFDIpolicyfront
■ Investmentfacilitation
■ EaseofDoingBusinessmeasures
Source: Commerce and
Industry Ministry/PTI

Why is it important: India’s FDI inflow of $43.85 billion recorded in
April-November is its highest ever for the eight-month period of any fiscal

known that a fall in FPIs inflows
will be the biggest risk to the liquidity-drivenrally.
What are the issues ahead for
the markets?
The markets are eagerly
awaitingtheUnionBudgetwhich
is scheduled for February 1. The
market is worried about the impact of Covid on fiscal deficit and
the borrowing programme.
Besides, there are worries over
newtaxproposalsof thegovernment which is seeking new revenue sources. FPIs are expected
to take a view after considering
the US stimulus programme
which is yet to be formalised.
Globalinvestorsarealsoawaiting
the statement of the US FOMC
about the economy and interest
rates. A major reason for the
globalstockrallyallthesemonths
was a liquidity surge in most
countries, including India.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Public cos converting
to private: Deemed
approval clause axed

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY27

THE MINISTRY of Corporate
Affairs (MCA) has amended the
Companies (Incorporation) rules
2014onconversionofpubliccompanies to private ones by removingaprovisionthatwouldprovide
deemedapprovaltoanysuchapplicationwhichisnotapprovedor
rejected by the government
within 30 days.
Privatecompanieshavealower compliance burden compared
topubliccompanieswhichcanissue shares to the general public.
Further, while shareholders of a
public company are free to transfer their shares, those of a private
onecanberestrictedintheirability to transfer shares based on a
company’sarticlesofassociation.
The Companies (Incorporation)AmendmentRules,2021also
empoweraregionaldirector(RD)
to approvea proposalfor conversion of a public company to a private company despite objections
fromstakeholdersiftheRDissatisfied that the conversion would

Health, hygiene and nutrition
push HUL net up 18.9% in Q3
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY27

FDIequityinflowrecordedinfirst
eightmonthsof2019-20

22%

US Fed holds
policy steady

COMPANIES(INCORPORATION)RULES2014AMENDED

WITHKEYverticalsshowingdoubledigitgrowth,FMCGgiantHindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) on
Wednesdayreportedan18.87per
cent rise in net profit at Rs 1,921
croreforthequarterendedDecember 2020 against Rs 1,616 crore
in the same period a year ago.
HUL’stotalincomerose20.21
per cent to Rs 11,959 crore in the
quarter from Rs 9,948 crore. “We
havesignificantlydialedupinvestments behind our portfolio and
in building future-fit capabilities.
Netrevenuemanagementandsavingsagendahasenabledusdrive
healthy bottom line,” it said.
HULchairmanandMDSanjiv
Mehta said: “With Covid cases
comingdownsharplyandincreasingmobility,economicactivityin

INCOMEJUMPS20.21%

OTHERQ3RESULTS

■ The income rose
20.21% to `11,959 crore
in the quarter from
`9,948 crore

AXIS BANK NET
SLIPS 29%, RETAIL
NPAs SPIKE

thecountrycontinuestoimprove.
The rapid rollout of vaccines will
give further impetus to growth.”
“Higher mobility, consumer
relevant innovations and investments behind market development are driving business momentum.
Our
business
fundamentalsremainstrongwith
86 per cent of our business gaining penetration. Health, hygiene
andnutritionforming80percent
ofourportfoliocontinuestogrow
indoubledigitsandwehaveseen
significant improvement in discretionary categories,” HUL said.

Axis Bank saw a 29 per
cent fall in the third
quarter consolidated net
at Rs 1,334 crore, and a
spike in non-performing
assets in the retail side.

`1,061-CRORE
STANDALONE
PROFIT FOR BoB
Bank of Baroda (BoB)
reported a standalone
net profit of Rs 1,061
crore for December
quarter of the current
financial year. PTI

Information, incentives, institutions
key to limit air pollution: World Bank
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY27

A WORLD Bank study on air pollution in three major cities —
Delhi, Beijing and Mexico City —
has found that the key to policy
andbehaviourchangetoimprove
air quality depended on: highquality information to generate
popular support for pollution
mitigation; a strong incentive

BRIEFLY

`12,351crore
to18states
NewDelhi:TheFinanceMinistry has released Rs 12,351
crore to 18 states for giving
grants to rural local bodies.

Petrolover`100
inRajasthan
New Delhi: Premium petrol
crossedRs100alitreinRajasthan’sSriganganagar,while
in Delhi it hit Rs 86.30. PTI

PowerGridfiles
InVITIPO
New Delhi: Power Grid has
filed a draft offer document
withSebi,tomonetisesome
assets via its infrastructure
investment trust(InvIT). FE

737MAXgets
nodinEurope
London: Boeing Co’s modified737MAXissafetoreturn
toserviceinEurope,theEuropeanUnionAviationSafety
Agency said. REUTERS

programme to ensure implementation of measures to curb
pollution; and for institutions to
worktogethertocreateairpollution management strategies.
Thestudynotedthatwhileair
pollutioninanumberofdevelopingcountrieshadreachedaturning point, South Asian countries
including India, Pakistan and
Nepal were witnessing a rise in
pollutionintensitywitheconomic
growth.Delhihasconsistentlyfea-

tured in the World Health
Organization’s list of most polluted cities in the world over the
past few years. The government
hascommittedtoreducingIndia’s
emissions intensity by 33-35 per
cent from 2005 levels by 2030.
Bihar, Delhi, Haryana,
Jharkhand,Punjab,UttarPradesh,
and West Bengal are witnessing
the greatest increase in air pollutionrelativetogrowthinincomes
according to the report.

ByteDance cuts
India workforce
REUTERS

NEWDELHI,JANUARY27
BYTEDANCE IS cutting the size of
its 2,000-plus India team and is
unsurewhenitwillmakeacomeback, the company told employees in an internal memo on
Wednesday,monthsafteritspopularTikTokvideoappwasbanned.
ThemovecameafterIndiathis
monthdecidedtoretainitsbanon
TikTokand58otherChineseapps

following responses from the
companiesonissuessuchascomplianceandprivacy.
“We simply cannot responsiblystayfullystaffedwhileourapps
remain un-operational...we don’t
knowwhenwewillmakeacomebackinIndia,”ByteDancewrotein
thememoseenbyReuters.
Meanwhile, China said the
decision to keep the ban was
a violation of the World Trade
Organization’s fair rules
of business.

IMF: Extend Covid
support measures
LALITKJHA

WASHINGTON,JANUARY27
AHEADOFtheUnionBudgetpresentationonFebruary1,International Monetary Fund (IMF) Chief
Economist Gita Gopinath has
favouredtheextensionofthepandemic support measures, thrust
on investment in infrastructure

and expanding health sectors
programmes like Ayushman
Bharat,andaverycredibledivestment path for commercially viable companies.
Further,shesaidtherecentlyenactedagrilawshavethepotential to increase farmers’ income,
butthereisaneedtoprovideasocial safety net to the vulnerable
cultivators. PTI

New Delhi

not be against the interests of the
companyandthattheconversion
isnotintendedtocontraveneany
provisions of the Companies Act.
RDsareofficialsoftheMCAincharge of the functioning of the
RegistrarofCompaniesintheirregions.Previously,RDswererequired to reject any proposal for
which a consensus on approval
was not achieved within 60 days
of filing of a conversion application. The RD will only be permitted to approve conversion if any
inquiry, inspection or investigationhasbeeninitiatedagainstthe
company or any prosecution is
pending against the company.
Expertssaid this move would
enableeaseofdoingbusinessand
prevent conversions from being
stalled by unreasonable objections.“Themoveisaimedatimprovingeaseofcompliancebygiving
the RD the discretion to overrule
objectionsagainsttheconversion
in the interest of the company,”
said Ankit Singhi, partner at law
firm Corporate Professionals.
The move comes after the
conversion of Tata Sons from a
public company to a private one.

PM set to
address WEF
event today
ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
willaddresstheWorldEconomic
Forum’s Davos Dialogue on
Thursday and interact with
global CEOs.
Over 400 industry leaders
fromacrosstheglobewillattend
the session, wherein the Prime
Minister will be speaking,
through video conferencing, on
the
Fourth
Industrial
Revolution— using technology
for the good of humanity.
The Prime Minister’s speech
and interaction with CEOs come
atatimewhentheIndianandthe
world economies are going
throughanextraordinaryperiod
of slowdownduetotheCovid-19
pandemic. FE
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OFFICE OF THE TRANSPORT
COMMISSIONER-CUM-CHAIRMAN

STATE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY, ODISHA, CUTTACK.

JJ-32

Ltr. No. LXVII-24/2018(RS)/ 975/TC

Dtd: 22.01.2021

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
REFERENCE LTR.NO. LXVII-24/2018(RS)/13/TC, DTD. 01.01.2021
In reference to the above, please refer to corrigendum on RFP for
development of system for Intelligent Enforcement Management
System on NH-16 between Panikoili & Rameswar wherein ANPR
cameras will be installed to monitor disobeying vehicles and generating
e-challan. For details, please visit http://odishatransport.gov.in and/or
http://www.odisha.gov.in for amendments corresponding to queries,
modifications and submission of responses.
Sd/Transport Commissioner,
Odisha
OIPR-38003/11/0006/2021

JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING E-PROCUREMENT TENDER

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Dharampur Bharari District Mandi (HP) on behalf of Governor of Himachal
Pradesh invite the item rate/lump sum contract bids from the eligible Contractors/Firms. Bidders should be registered
with Central Govt. or State Govt. or Central Govt. or State Government under takings. The bidders who have experience
in construction of similar work and have established organization for taking up such work and who satisfy the qualification criteria of bid document need only apply. The scope of the work will be as under:

Sr.
No.

Name of Work

Estimated
Cost

Providing CAD works to Lift Irrigation Scheme to Baroti, Mandap Jodhan
area & their adjoining villages in Tehsil Dharampur District Mandi HP

1.

Earnest
Money

29,14,83,067/- 29,14,831/-

Time Cost of
Form
One
year

2500/-

1. KEY DATES WILL BE AS UNDER:
a

Date of Online publication

25.01.2021 at 5:00 PM

b

Downloading of e-tender Documents

From 25.01.2021 at 5:00 PM to 09.02.2021at 5:00 PM.

c

Date of submission of e-tender

From 25.01.2021 at 5:00 PM to 09.02.2021at 5:00 PM.

d

Physical submission of earnest money deposit
and cost of tender documents

Upto11:00 A.M. on 10.02.2021

e

Date of opening of bids:
1) Cover-1 Eligibility Criteria

On 10.02.2021at 11.30A.M.

2) Cover-2 Financial Bid

Shall be intimated separately

f

Site Visit

From 28.01.2021 to 01.02.2021 along with the Assistant Engineer/
Concerned Junior Engineer Jal Shakti Sub Division Mandap &Tihra

g

Pre-Bid Meeting

On 05.02.2021 at 11:00 AM in the Office of Engineer-in-Chief Jal Shakti
Vibhag, Jal Shakti Bhawan Tutikandi Shimla. The queries of the bidders
to be discussed during Pre-bid shall be submitted till 4:00 pm on
04.02.2021. No queries shall be entertained afterwards.

The tender forms and other detailed conditions can be obtained from the website www.hptenders.gov.in
Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti Division Dharampur Bharari
5349/HP

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER: CHAYANGTAJO DIVISION
PWD, AP:

No. CD/DRG-03/2020-21/608

Date 25.01.2021

PRESS RELEASE

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Executive Engineer, Chayangtajo Division, PWD AP invites on behalf of Governor of
Arunachal Pradesh Item Rate Contract Single Stage Bidding Process under One Cover System
(Both Technical Bid and Financial Bid) from eligible bidders of appropriate class as per
conditions laid down in the Arunachal Pradesh District Based Entrepreneurs and
Professionals (Incentives, Development and Promotional) (Amendment) Act, 2020 for the
execution of work as detailed in table below.

TABLE

SI. NIT No
No.

2
CD/DRG03/2020-21/01

1
1

Name of Work

Estimated
Cost (Rs.)

Earnest
Money (Rs.)

Cost of
Period of
Eligible
Bidding Completion class of
Document of work contractor
(in Rs.)

3
4
5
C/o Community
Rs.
Rs. 96,138.00
Hall at Chankyu 96,13,844.00
for APST
& Saliwa Yangfo.
Contractors &
Rs.
1,92,277.00
for Non- APST
Contractors

6
Rs.
1000.00

7
12
(Twelve)
Months

8
Class
IV & III

The Tender form and other details can be obtained from the office of the Executive Engineer,
Chayangtajo Division, PWD AP, Camp- Seppa on all working days on payment of non
refundable Rs. 1000.00 (Rupees One thousand) w.e.f. 28.01.2021. The last date of receipt of
application to purchase tender form will be 03.02.2021 at 1600 Hrs.
Intending bidder should produce following original documents before tender form
issuing authority and the attested copy of same document should be enclosed along
with the application to purchase tender form:1. Valid firm registration for required class of Contractor.
2. Permanent Residential Certificate (PRC).
Note : Detail information of the work and conditions of contract may be seen in the tender
document.

Sd/Executive Engineer
Chayangtajo Division
PWD AP, Chayangtajo

DIPR NO. ARN/16082-84
Go
G
ov
ve
er
rn
nm
me
en
nt
t o
off J
Ja
am
mm
mu
u &
& K
Ka
as
sh
hm
miir
r

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI DIVISION (PHE) BIJBEHARA
E- NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

(e-mail: phebijbehara230@gmail.com Telephone/Fax:01932-234230)

Notice Inviting e-Tender
Fresh -e-NIT S. No.29/PHB of 2020-21

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K e-tenders (Single Cover System) on Item Rate Basis are invited from Reputed
and resourceful contractors/ Firms/Companies and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded
on the Procurement web portal http://jktenders.gov.in for the subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the Executive
Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Bijbehara and as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to
whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No. 25 double are accepted. The detailed
tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-procurement portal http://jktenders.gov.in.
The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) shall be in the shape of e-Challan or Treasury
Challan/Receipt in favour Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Division.
Sr.
No.

Name of Work

Estimated
Cost
(in Rs.)

EMD
(in Rs.)

Cost of
TD
(in Rs.)

Time of
Completion

Class of
Contract

1.

Retrofitting of WSS Thimran by way of providing, Laying/Fitting of
pipes, const. of crate protection works at head site, Renovation of existing intake Chamber/PST/collecting Tank improvements to existing pipe
system and Repairs to existing barbed wire and ornamental grill around
various structures including successful commissioning of entire system
and maintenance for a period of 3 years including 01 year DLP after
successful completion (under Jal Jeevan Mission).

36.19

72380

500

30 Days

AAY/BEE

2.

Retrofitting of WSS Kachmulla by way of providing, laying/Fitting of
pipes, improvements to existing pipe network, Chemical plastering to
existing service Reservoir and successful commissioning of entire system andmaintenance for a period of 3 years including 01 year DLP after
successful completion (under Jal Jeevan Mission).

24.60

49200

300

20 Days

BEE/CEE

3.

Retrofitting of WSS Brimmar by way of providing, laying/Fitting of pipes,
improvements to existing pipe network, Providing and Laying Filter
media to existing 0.30 lac gallons SSFP and successful commissioning
of entire system and maintenance for a period of 3 years including 01
year DLP after successful completion (under Jal Jeevan Mission).

36.02

72040

500

30 Days

AAY/BEE

4.

Retrofitting of water supply scheme Pathribal Panchalthan by way of
P/L/fitting of pipes, RCC jacketing/dome to existing 0.10 lac gallons
capacity masonary SR and improvements to existing pipe network/
realigning of existing intake main from paddy fields incld successful
commissioning of entire system and maintenance for a period of 3
years including 01 year DLP after successful completion (under Jal
Jeevan Mission).

79.43

158860

1000

60 Days

AAY

5.

Retrofitting of WSS Gawran by way of providing, laying/Fitting of pipes,
improvements to existing pipe network, Chemical Plastering to existing
service reservoir and successful commissioning of entire system and
maintenance for a period of 3 years including 01 year DLP after successful completion (under Jal Jeevan Mission).

17.86

35720

200

15 Days

BEE/CEE

6.

Retrofitting of WSS Narsar by way of providing, Laying/Fitting of pipes,
construction of crate protection works at head site, Revamping of 0.30
lac gallons SSFP, RCC Jacketing to collection Tank and improvement
existing pipe system including successful commissioning of entire system and maintenance for a period of 3 years including 01 year DLP
after successful completion (under Jal Jeevan Mission).

69.11

138220

1000

60 Days

AAY

MAGH MELA 2020-21

Prayagraj Mela Authority
Triveni Bhawan, Triveni Bandh, Daraganj, Prayagraj
+91 532 2500775 / +91 532 2504011, maghmelapmp@gmail.com

Notice Inviting E-Tender-For Procurement of Floationg
Jetty and Beautification of Prayagraj huts for
Prayagwal Mela Authority
The Prayagraj Mela Authority Invites Bids for Tender
No.21/MM-2020-21 for “RFP for Procurement of
Floating Jetty for Prayagraj Mela Authority” and Tender
No. 22/MM-2020-21 for “RFP for Beautification of
Prayagwal huts for Prayagraj Mela Authority”. The
Request for Proposal Documents shall be made
available from the Uttar Pradesh E-Procurement website
Https://etender.up.nic.in on 27/01/2021 for Tender No.
21/MM 2020-21 and Tender No. 22/MM-2020-21.
Interested parties may download/upload their proposal
from 1000 hrs 27/01/2021 till 1400 hrs 01/02/2021 for
Tender No. 21/MM 2020-21 and Tender No. 22/MM2020-21 via Digital Signature Certificate (DSC). The bids
received by interested parties shall be opened in the
presence of the respective bidders at 1600 Hrs on
01/02/2021 for Tender No. 21/MM 2020-21 and Tender
No. 22/MM-2020-21. Details regarding the tender shall
be made available on https://etender.up.nic.in
District Magistrate, Prayagraj
/Vice Chairperson,
Prayagraj Mela Authority

Possition of AA : Accorded
Position of Funds: Available
TENDER DOCUMENT:
The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in”as per schedule of dates
given below:
DATE
Sr. No.

Description

DD

MM

YYYY

Time

1

Publishing date of NIT

26

1

2021

10.00 AM

2

Download start date

26

1

2021

10.00 AM

3

Bid submission start date

26

1

2021

10.00 AM

4

Pre-bid meeting date

03

02

2021

11.00 AM

5

Bid submission end date

06

2

2021

02.00PM

6

Bid opening date

08

2

2021

11.00 AM

7

Place for opening of bids and address for communication

Office Of The Executive Engineer PHE Division
Bijbehara (phebijbehara230@gmail.com)

FINANCIAL CRITERIA:
I. As a proof of sufficient financial capacity, the tenderer/s should have an average annual turnover of at least 30% of advertised
cost, which shall be calculated for the best three years out of last five years ending on 31st. March 2021.
Note: Certificate Annual reports/turn over incl profit & loss statement, account checked & issued through chartered accountant
to be annexed/uploaded
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir
No.: PHEB/6875-91
Executive Engineer
(JSD) PHE Div, Bijbehara.
Dated: 25.01.2021
DIPK-12173

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD 4339

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

DAY TODAY
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
You have a tough
choice to make,
perhaps one that
affects you and you
alone as much as other people.
Whichever side of the fence you
come down on, you will open
yourself up for a set of very
interesting personal
experiences. It’s also time to
take a sober look at a couple of
suggestions that you’ve been
treating rather frivolously.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Wehaveto facethe
factthatyoumaynot
be affectedbycurrent
circumstancesinthe
sameway asotherpeople.It’s
possible,therefore,thatyou’ll
have towatchwhile partners
takethe limelight,butnotfor
long.Theadvantageisthatyou
couldbeleftinpeacetogeton
withyourownschemes.

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS
1 Appropriate change of accent
is made (10)
8 Supply a trace-out (5)
9 Martine changes apparel
(7)
10 Vain yet possibly showing
simplicity (7)
11 Equally determined to gain an
advantage (5)
12 Unit is possibly Roman
naturally placed
(2,4)
14 It’s worn by a woman for a
dance (6)
17 It comes back to beat a giant
(5)
19 Little devil learning to beg
(7)
21 Making a submission to a
higher authority (7)
22 They are driven to join things
(5)
23 In touch certainly and holding
one’s share of the deal
(4-2-4)

DOWN
2 Gets messing about in boats
(7)
3 In favour of church power
(5)
4 Stragglers revealed in street
lights (6)
5 A stirring instruction to the
player (7)
6 The first woman to get two
points draws level
(5)
7 A rest is not arranged for paper
sellers (10)
8 Firm belief may lead to
imprisonment (10)
13 One isn’t shaken though it
may make one shake
(7)
15 Geological term for beach
wear possibly (7)
16 Creature ailing badly (6)
18 Consumer items that are cut
and polished (5)
20 A blow Judy had to contend
with (5)

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Someone is
enchanting you. But,
from their point of
view, they may be
more under your spell than you
are under theirs. Whatever the
truth of the matter, it seems
certain that a meeting of minds
is inevitable. And, out of that,
could come a new,
solid commitment.

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Youmaybeon
tenterhooks.The
obviousresponseto
yourconcernsis
‘relax,itmightneverhappen’.You
mayfindthisunsympatheticbut
then,inmorewaysthanone,you
havebeenherebefore,haven’t
you?Infact,andhere’sastrange
twist,whatyou’rethinkingabout
mightalreadyhavehappened—
withoutyournoticing.

SolutionsCrossword4338:Across:1Inpart,4Abbess,9Stadium,10Upper,11
Erato,12Liberty,13Presumption,18Rangoon,20Award,22Dhows,23Express,24
Ernest,25Tendon.Down:1Instep,2Plaza,3Ruinous,5Blurb,6Esparto,7Strays,8
Small-minded,14Run-down,15Traipse,16Bridge,17Edison,19Oasis,21Ahead.

BVAER

EEMLTT

CUOST

LUYFFF

DifficultyLevel1s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappearineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns,in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.
DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4365

Givenbelowarefourjumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selectthelettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
I___wherethelastman_____.- ThomasEdison(5,.,4,3)

SUDOKU 4366

JUMBLED WORDS

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
It should be
particularly easy to
express yourself at
the moment. Even
for those who are not interested
in what you have to say, your
views will eventually prove to
be deeply pertinent, prophetic
even. In general, though, you
can begin to wind down the
pressure in a number of areas.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Youareprobably
spendingfartoo
much,notto mention
thinkingabout
moneymorethanisreally
necessary. Afteramomentary
lapse,youmaycometorealise
thatyoursecurityreliesmoreon
emotionalcontentmentthanthe
quantityof coinsinyourpocket.

IbYMZXVf³f ³fûdMXÀf
WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f Ib ÷ ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ ½ffW³fûÔ I e ¸fbS ¸¸f°f IZ d»fE WfOÊ½fZ¹fS/´f`M e
AfBÊM ¸Àf/d¸fÀf»fZd³f¹fÀf AfBÊM ¸f I e A¦f»fZ EI ½f¿fÊ IZ d»fE JSeQ I e ªff³fe W` Ü
B¨Lb I Àf´»ff¹fS dQ³ffaI 25.02.2021 °fI A´f³fe Àfe»f¶faQ Ib MZ Vf³f
“¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f, Ib ÷ ÃfZÂf” IZ ³ff¸f ·fZªf ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ
dªfÀfIZ D ´fS ÀMûS AfBÊM ¸f Ib MZ Vf³f d»fJf Wû³ff Ad³f½ff¹fÊ W` Ü ÀMûS AfBÊM ¸f I e
d»fÀM ½f A³¹f Vf°fûË IZ d»fE ¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, Ib ÷ ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ Àfa´fIÊ I S ÀfI °fZ
W`Ô Ü Ib MZ Vf³f ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f Àf·fe QÀ°ff½fZªf dI Àfe ·fe I f¹fÊdQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ AfI S 200/÷ ´fE ªf¸ff I S½ff³fZ C´fSfa°f ¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f,
Ib ÷ ÃfZÂf ÀfZ ´fif´°f I S ÀfI °fZ W`Ô Ü
WÀ°ff./¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI ,
WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f, Ib ÷ ÃfZÂfÜ

1553/7/HRY

Government of Rajasthan

Directorate of Horticulture, Rajasthan, Jaipur
No. F ()DH/Solar/USPC/Bid/2020-21/4971
Dated: 21/01/2021

Notice Inviting Bid

A project of Universal Solar Pump Controller based Agriculture equipment
operational scheme for the farmers of Rajasthan on subsidy is to be implemented
during 2020-21. The Directorate of Horticulture/RHDS invites offers through online
e-procurement from experienced and reputed solar module/pump/contoller/Variable
Frequency Drive specifically manufacturing Universal Solar Pump Controller
(USPC) manufacturers or system intergrator, who are interested in supplying,
commissioning and maintaining Universal Solar Pump Controller sets to farmers.
The interested firms may visit at http://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in &
http://www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in for details. The bid document may be
downloaded from 27.01.2021 at 11:00 am to 25.02.2021 at 11.30 am. The same is
required to be submitted online till 25.02.2021 upto 12.30 pm.
Sd/Director Horticulture/
Pant Krishi Bhawan, Jaipur 302015,
Tel./Fax 0141-2227706/2227708
UBN- HOR 2021GLRC00138

http://www.horticulture.rajasthan.gov.in

DIPR/C/718/2021

(Horticulture Department)

Regd. Office: PSEB H.O., The Mall, Patiala - 147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813,
O/o THE CHIEF ENGINEER/TS, B-1, SHAKTI VIHAR, PATIALA
Tel/Fax: 0175-2303093, E-Mail: ce-ts@pspcl.in, setransdesign@gmail.com

TENDER ENQUIRY NO. TSQ-1114/PSPCL/TD-II

Tender are invited through e-tendering under three part bid system for
manufacture, fabrication, galvanization, testing, supply and delivery of
5440 MT, 66 KV Tower Material and Sub-Station structure as per
Corporation’s Tender Specification No. TSQ-1114/PSPCL/TD-II.
IMPORTANT DATES:
1. Start Date for Downloading of Tenders:
2. Last Date of Downloading of Tenders:
3. Last Date & Time for Bid Submission:
4. Date & Time of Opening of Bid:

From the date of publication
20.02.2021 upto 05.00 P.M.
20.02.2021 upto 05.00 P.M.
22.02.2021 at 11.00 A.M.

NOTE:
1. It is informed that in case tender process is not completed due to any
reason, no corrigendum will be published in newspapers. Details
regarding corrigendum may be seen on e-tendering website
(https://eproc.punjab.gov.in (GePNIC Portal))
2. Detailed NIT and Specification can only be downloaded from e-tendering website (https://eproc.punjab.gov.in (GePNIC Portal))
Sd/Dy. CE/TL (Design)
PSPCL, Patiala.

C- 30/21
1100/PB

New Delhi

BY PETER VIDAL
LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Today’s planetary
formation is like a
sort of small
birthday shared by
everyone born under your
sign all at the same time. After
a period of contemplation,
work out what your top
priority is and make a
personal wish. Implement
whatever you decide
without delay.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Forget the real
world - it’s time for
some heavy daydreaming. If you
have chores and
responsibilities you really
can’t shelve, then make
whatever time for yourself
you can. In love, play it cool —
but don’t be too fussy. And
don’t pretend that feelings
don’t matter.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Your charms are
definitely coming to
the fore again, which
will be very useful as
far as your long-term interests
are concerned. One thing I
would say is that you must be
prepared to lay out some cash
up front if you are pursuing
important schemes.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
There is no reason
for any
unpleasantness, so
don’t allow yourself
to be easily provoked. Authority
needs to be respected and you,
in your turn, must exercise
power with dignity. There’ll be
moments when you have to
stand back and let partners take
first place — it’s all in the timing.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Although you, and
people around you,
may be rather
edgy, you need to be
making stalwart resolutions
about where you are
going, and how. Travel
influences are exceptionally
strong, so take the
opportunity to develop
all overseas and
long-distance contacts.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
It is inevitable that
money will loom
large in your
consciousness.
Some may pick up bargains.
Others will make a smart,
long-term investment. But
remember that if you do have
to spend extra cash, it should
be on items you need rather
than want.

SOLUTION: BRAVE, SCOUT, METTLE, FLUFFY
Answer: I start where the last man left off.- Thomas Edison
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MywifeworkeditouttheotherdaythatI'vehad
20or21dayssinceAprilthatIhaven'tbeenin
lockdownorinabubble...Thewelfareofplayersis
paramountandbeinglockedupformonthsis
prettyunsustainable,whenyou'reawayfromyour
familiesandyourfamiliescan'ttravel.”

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2021

AARONFINCH, AUSTRALIALIMITED-OVERSCAPTAIN

Losing Rs 25 cr a season: Bengaluru FC owner to ISL founder Nita Ambani
MIHIR VASAVDA

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27
THE OWNER of Bengaluru FC, one of country's most successful football clubs of the
last decade, in a letter to Nita Ambani, the
Founder Chairperson of the Indian Super
League (ISL), said they are incurring losses
in excess of Rs 25 crore every season and
raised concern about the 'fragile financial
condition' of the country's premier league.
Bengaluru FC owner Parth Jindal wrote
the 'losses increased dramatically' during
the Covid-19 pandemic because of lack of
ticketing revenue, losing sponsorship and
the additional cost of maintaining the bubble. Reliance Foundation suspending the
youth subsidy (of up to Rs 2 crore) to teams
has been a 'severe blow', according to Jindal.
The 2021 season of the ISL started on
November 20 and is being played in a biosecure bubble in Goa.
As it was becoming ‘very difficult for

Alam century
leads Pakistan to
308-8 versus
South Africa
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KARACHI,JANUARY27

FAWADALAM'SthirdtestcenturyputPakistan
in charge on the second day of the first test
against South Africa on Wednesday. The 35year-oldAlamhitninefoursandtwosixesina
patient109off245balls,compiledinjustunder
six hours, to help his team reach 308-8 at
stumps.FaheemAshrafalsoscoredafluent64
off84ballsasPakistanopenedupafirst-innings
lead of 88 runs on a slow wicket. He and Alam
sharedastandof 102fortheseventhwicket.
Debutant Nauman Ali was 6 not out and
HasanAli,whowasbowledbyKeshavMaharaj
offano-balllateintheday,wasunbeatenon11.
Alam,whobatsinanunorthodoxstyleand
exposes all three stumps to the bowler, was
out in the last session when he flicked a ball
fromLungiNgidi(2-55)straighttomid-wicket.
Pakistan was in trouble overnight on 33-4
afterSouthAfricahadbeenskittledoutfor220
on an eventful first day when 14 wickets fell
onanunevenwicket.ButAlamshowedlotsof
determination to keep the Proteas at bay. The
hometeamwentclosetodismissinghimfor35
just before lunch when Dean Elgar failed to
hold onto a sharp low catch in the slips.
Alam had long been ignored by Pakistan
after scoring a debut test hundred against Sri
Lankain2009.Hefinallygothischanceagainst
Englandlastyearandtheleft-handedbatsman
made his second Test century, 11 years after
his first, against New Zealand last month.
On Wednesday, Alam shared a 94-run,
fifth-wicket stand with Azhar Ali (51) before
his partner was caught behind off left-arm
spinner Maharaj (2-71). Mohammad Rizwan
then made 33until hewasremovedbyNgidi.
Alam reached his century by lofting
Maharaj,whosharedthenewballwithKagiso
Rabada(2-45),overlongonforhissecondsix.
Ashraf, who smashed Rabada for two
boundaries in an over with the new ball, was
dismissed when he dragged a full delivery
from Anrich Nortje (2-84) onto the stumps.
BRIEF SCORES: Pakistan 308 for 8 (Fawad
109,Faheem64,Rabada2-45,Ngidi2-55)lead
South Africa 220 by 88 runs at Day 2, stumps

Bengaluru FC has in its ranks several
national team players, including
captain Sunil Chhetri.
Bengaluru FC and JSW Sports to justify and
sustain the losses being incurred,’ Jindal has
sought Ambani’s ‘counsel and guidance on
this matter’. Ambani launched the ISL in
2014, in partnership with Star Sports. The

league was granted the status of being
India’s premier football league by the Asian
Football Council in 2019. ISL’s 11 teams are
owned by corporates, movie stars and even
cricketers, including former and current
India captain, MS Dhoni (Chennaiyin) and
Virat Kohli (FC Goa) respectively.
Jindal's team played in the erstwhile top
division I-League before moving to the ISL in
2017.
“Not having ticket revenue, losing out
on sponsorships as well as the additional
costs due to maintaining the COVID bubble
have resulted in losses increasing dramatically. Since we have joint (sic) the ISL we
have been losing in excess of Rs 25 crores
every season and this season the numbers
are even worse,” Jindal wrote.
Bengaluru FC is not the only club to feel
the burden of the financial strain. In 2019,
Pune City shut shop due to financial problems and in the same year, the Delhi team
shifted its base to Odisha to cut its losses.
An ISL team’s major expenses are on

player salaries. This season, the league has
one of the finest ensembles of foreign players ever, with footballers having experience
of playing in Europe and Australia flocking
to India as the clubs offered better wages.
But while the main source of income for
football clubs around the world is from the
revenue generated by selling television
rights of the league, that has not been the
case in India since the broadcaster is also
the league’s co-owner. In absence of TV revenue, there are few sources of income for
the teams.
The ISL has measures like a salary cap
(Rs 16.5 crore) to keep a check on clubs’
spending and provide a subsidy of up to Rs
2 crore to incentivise youth development.
Jindal, though, felt it wasn’t proving enough.
He wrote: “Moreover, the already fragile
financial health of the ISL has been worsened by the suspension of the youth subsidy usually granted by Reliance Foundation
to qualifying teams and inadequate sanctions being imposed on teams flouting

player salary cap rules using one loophole
or another. Investing in youth is the only
way Indian football is going to grow and
stopping the youth subsidy is a severe blow
to clubs like ours that are spending on this
front.”
Bengaluru has been a trailblazer of sorts
in Indian football. The team, which has in
its ranks several national team players, including captain Sunil Chhetri, has won the
erstwhile I-League twice and lifted the ISL
trophy in their debut season in 2017-18.
Jindal added ‘it might be prudent’ for
franchise owners and league organisers to
‘chart out the future path to commercial
sustainability’. “Today, I am not aware how
franchises like BFC will become profitable
or even break even and would love to deliberate and understand along with the
other team owners what the future holds,”
Jindal wrote.
The ISL spokesperson didn't respond to
calls and text messages from The Indian
Express.

Patient pays… almost

Srikanth tries to stay in long rallies in Tour finals opener, but errors and conditioning let him down
Playing percentage is almost
demeaning for Srikanth - he’s
allergic to patience - and his
resistance to learn another way
renders him a dead weight
when conditions aren’t in his
favour.

SHIVANI NAIK
JANUARY 27

IN TEST cricket’s season of spectacular stubbornness, Kidambi Srikanth tried his hand
at gritting it out in badminton. And though
he ended up losing after 77 minutes on the
day, the uncharacteristic playing style raised
hopes that the talented Indian can become
more than just a fast-court, aggressive,
speed merchant, who drops off in big events
at the first sight of a slow, dragging shuttle.
Srikanth played two strokes more than
he normally would in any given rally in his
opener of the World Tour Finals against
Anders Antonsen on Wednesday. For anyone accustomed to admiring his attacking
style, it was a matter of great exasperation.
Playing percentage is almost demeaning for
Srikanth - he’s allergic to patience - and his
resistance to learn another way renders him
a dead weight when conditions aren’t in his
favour.
He needs to only look at PV Sindhu, who
despite boasting the attacking chops, has
learnt to give herself a chance to stay in a
long match, from where she can step up the
offence.
Antonsen, still reeling from last week’s
run to the final, was leaden-footed and dragging his own game - a cue for Srikanth to
hurry up and get the win. His winners were
coming from accelerations and net rushes,
evoking nostalgia circa 2017, prompting
questions over why he wouldn’t go for
broke.
And yet, Srikanth stayed in the long rallies, played those two extra shots that cost
him the match 21-15, 16-21, 18-21, given his
inadequate strength and stamina at this
stage. But it prepped him for the path to the
top, hurdles such as Kento Momota, Chen
Long, Chou Tien Chen, Viktor Axelsen, all
prepared to slug it out in long rallies and enforce shuttle’s version of death-bymonotone.

Conditioning a worry

Srikanth loves artistry which he can fashion into brutal attacks of quick kills. The
problem these last few years has been that

Former world number one Kidambi Srikanth lost 21-15 16-21 18-21 to world
number three Anders Antonsen of Denmark in a 77-minute contest. Badminton Photo
opponents won’t indulge him in a style he
revels in. And so, he must learn to survive
the long rallies, and the slow, heaving shuttle, in order to sneak in the net-rushes and
mic-drop smashes he thrives on.
Here’s where Srikanth is woefully behind
the pack - the lack of top-of-the-shelf conditioning that can help him dictate his style,
his lack of precision leading to mistakes
when closing out games, when his attack
gets too exuberant and he overdoes the
power in the smash which falls limp at the
net. The fatigue and errors are linked, and a
sprightly Momota won’t serenade him into
a decider, finishing him in two games
instead.

Flashes of brilliance

But Srikanth assured that even his grit
won’t be grimy. At 13-all in the opener,

Antonsen smashed to Srikanth’s right and
the Indian’s return was straight from the
Matrix movie - bringing his racquet at hipheight and rebounding it for a cross-court
winner.
His body defence is a work of art - there
was a low backhand retrieve at 16-16 in the
decider, the wrist trained for amazing control. Antonsen had the literal gobsmacked
scratch-the-head reaction an opponent will
give when such unreal defensive winners
are secured. But the smashing errors, and
late-game wobbles at the net put paid to the
Indian’s hopes.
“I can’t say I’m happy with the way I
played today, because I was playing much
better in training before I came here. I had
my chances today, I could have won from
17-16 in the third. Main motto for me is to
play as many matches as possible, because

I haven’t been winning matches over the last
two years. So I really want to play matches
with the top four, top eight players,” Srikanth
would say.
Staying in a long rally also means
Srikanth punctuates those prolonged exchanges with quick bursts of speed midrally, mixing the punch clears with smashes.
Only, now he has the composure to wait it
out on the follow-up if the return fetches up,
and not throw it all away in a huff, frustrated
about his attack not getting the desired result. A 40+ shot rally is a test of Srikanth’s patience, as his every instinct is to rebel and
assert his kill shot. Much of playing and beating the top players will be about acing those
40-shot rallies on bad days. 2021 has only
just begun.

Spirited Sindhu loses to Tai Tzu

Sindhu started her campaign managing
to wrong-foot Tai Tzu-Ying once in the
match, but couldn’t tangle her up enough,
losing 21-19, 12-21, 17-21.
Using tosses and her superior reach,
Sindhu kept things neck-and-neck in the
first and third games, and summoned the
big smash that can overpower opponents.
But her body defence was shabby, and follow-ups half a step slower, which meant
that the Indian couldn’t sprint the home
straight.
Still, Sindhu looked more assured at the
net than she has in a long time. And her flicks
from mid-court tied up the Taiwanese in
knots. But it is criminal to find a yawning
open court against the World No. 1 and sail
a smash long. So, though a great workout
before she runs into Ratchanok Intanon on
Thursday, Sindhu couldn’t tame this one.

BRIEFLY
Gangulytakento
hospital‘forcheck-up’
Kolkata:BCCIpresidentandformerIndia
captain Sourav Ganguly has been admitted to a private hospital in Kolkata
after he felt heaviness in the chest on
Wednesday morning, according to his
family sources. It is learnt that Ganguly
felt uneasiness last evening and had
mild chest pain this morning after
which his family members decided to
takehimtoApolloGleneaglesHospitals.
“MrSouravGanguly,48yearsoldmale,
has come for a checkup of his cardiac
condition.Thereisnochangeinhisparameters since his last hospitalisation
andhisvitalparametersarestable,”said
a hospital statement. Ganguly is at the
hospital’scriticalcareunitwherehehas
beenundergoingtests.Angioplastywas
doneonGanguly’srightcoronaryartery
atWoodlandsHospitalafterhesuffered
a heart attack earlier this month.
Treatingdoctorsdecidedthattheother
two damaged coronary arteries, too,
neededangioplastyatalaterdate.Since
his discharge from the Woodlands
Hospital,Gangulyhasbeenunderconstantmedicalvigilathishome. ENS

KeralaHCissues
noticetoKohli
Kochi: The Kerala High Court on
Wednesday issued notice to Indian
cricketteamcaptainViratKohliandthe
stategovernmentinapleaseekingban
ononlinegamblinginthestate.Besides
Kohli,adivisionbench,headedbyChief
Justice S Manikumar, also issued noticestoMalayalamactorAjuVarghese
and South Indian actress Tamanna
Bhatia. The celebrities are the brand
ambassadorsof onlinerummygames.
The petitioner submitted that at present the law governing gaming activitiesinthestate,theKeralaGamingAct
1960,doesnotbringwithinitspurview
anyonlinegambling,wageringorbetting activities.
PTI

BarodastunHaryana
by8wickets
Ahmedabad: Vishnu Solanki helped
Baroda pull off a last-over heist
againstHaryanawithasensational71,
which included a six off the game's final ball, to fire his team into the semifinals of the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
here on Wednesday. Baroda first restricted Haryana to 148/7 in the third
quarterfinal, and then it was Solanki,
who hammered four fours and five
sixes in his 46-ball unbeaten knock to
gethisteamoverthelineafter18runs
were needed off the final over. In the
evening game, Rajasthan bowlers
held their nerves as they defeated
Biharby16runs,intheirquarter-final.
BRIEF SCORES: Haryana 148/7 (H
Rana 49, S Chauhan 35; K Kakade 2/7,
A Sheth 1/27) lost to Baroda 150/2 (V
Solanki 71 not out, K Devdhar 43, Y
Chahal 1/15) by 8 wickets; Rajasthan
164/5 (M Lomror 78 not out; B
Sharma 38, S Kashyap 2/28, A Aman
2/31) won against Bihar 148/4 (M
Mahrour 68 not out; V Yadav 27 not
out; C Singh 1/21, A Choudhary 1/25)
by 16 runs.
PTI

FRESH TWIST

For Australia, searching for the next great leggie, hope comes via Jalandhar
GAURAV BHATT

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27
ON WEDNESDAY, Indian-origin spinner
Tanveer Sangha was included in the Australia
squad for the T20I series in New Zealand next
month, on the back of a prolific maiden Big
Bash season.
Playing for the Sydney Thunder, the 19year-old has emerged as the third-highest
wicket-taker, with 21 dismissals at the end of
the group stage, at 16.66 runs each and an
economy of 8.04 runs per over — leaving behind established leggies such as T20 stalwart
Rashid Khan and compatriot Adam Zampa.
The batsmen left foxed include Australia limited-overs captain Aaron Finch and Peter
Handscomb and Chris Lynn.
The national call-up comes as vindication
forfatherJoga.HemigratedtoSydney’ssouthwestsuburbsfromRahimpurKalaSanghian,a
village 20 km from Jalandhar, in 1997. Joga
workedonafarminBrisbanebeforebecoming
a taxi driver in Sydney.
"I never watched cricket in India. I played
kabaddi, volleyball and wrestling. Here, we
have tournaments for those sports in winters
and Tanveer would often accompany me and
play in the junior bouts," Joga tells The Indian
Express. "When he was ten years old, we got
himenrolledintheIngleburnRSLClubtoplay
cricket.IpickedupanddroppedTanveerfrom
our home in Ingleburn to the club and that
meant I had to skip some of my taxi rides and
work early morning or late at night."

Sangharespondedbyputtinginthework.
And when not letting it rip on the pitch, the
youngster would devour YouTube compilations of Shane Warne and — more recently —
India star Yuzvendra Chahal.
In the Big Bash, Sangha has been used in
the Powerplays and at the death. To curb the
runrateagainstared-hotGlennMaxwelland
to deliver breakthroughs. Fans have labelled
him “the true heir to Nathan Lyon” and
Thunder coach Shane Bond has used the adjective “outstanding”.
Signed by Thunder as a development
rookiein2018,SanghahadbecomethethirdyoungestBBLrecruitthefollowingyear.Hefinishedlastyear’sUnder-19WorldCupinSouth
Africa as Australia’s most successful bowler.
Last month, he took a wicket off the third delivery on his BBL debut.
Those in the know aren’t surprised.
Anthony Clark, the development coach at
CricketNewSouthWales,whohasbeenworkingwithSanghasincehisUnder-16days,says,
“It’s the desire to learn and listen. Even now,
therewillbeamessageafterthegame,asking
aquestion...Heisalotmorematurethanwhat
his age says. He wants big challenges, bigger
occasions... just the amount of bowling he
does... We get players to log how many balls
they bowl and his number is so much higher
than any other bowler in the country."
Growingup,likefatherJoga,SanghaJrwasn't consumed by cricket either. Between volleyballsessionsatthelocalGurudwara,falling
forcrickethappenedgradually,overthesummer vacations spent at his ancestral village.

Hackshall laughs. “Very vocal and energetic
in the field, he is an outstanding role model
for our school.”

Back issues

Tanveer Sangha playing for Australia in an Under-16 game against Pakistan. NSW
Soon, Sangha would bring tricks learnt in the
Rahimpur fields to Campbelltown parks, and
later to his school ground.
Despite boasting of the Waugh brothers
and five-time Olympic gold medallist swimmer Ian Thorpe as alumni, the East Hills Boys
High School is not a “sports school”. And that
worked perfectly for Sangha.
“A lot of people told me to go to a sports
school,” Sangha told The Sydney Morning
Herald last month. “I had friends that went to

a sports school and had training after school,
training before school and during school. For
me,itwasn’tcricket,cricket,cricketallthetime.
I 100 per cent loved going to a normal public
school.IcouldjustchilloutandthenIcouldfocus on cricket.”
Byron Hackshall, Sangha’s high school
coach and PA teacher, remembers Tuesday
afternoons futilely deliberating over which
sport to play. “Rather than trying something
different, he just wanted to play cricket,”

Last season, the sheer amount of bowling
he does left Sangha with back issues. "He
slowed down and worked on specific drills.
When he was finally cleared for the national
Under-19 tournament last year, he was like a
kid on Christmas Eve. He got crucial wickets,
scoredsomerunsandhelpeduswinthefinal,”
says Clarke.
Last year Sangha also got a chance to mingle with the New South Wales heroes. When
not sending down over after over to Steve
Smith,Sanghapickedthebrainsofoff-spinner
Nathan Lyon on how to set up dismissals. But
itwasall-rounderMoisesHenriqueswhotruly
took him under his wing.
“They were bowling and batting against
eachotherandMoiseskeptaneyeonhisgame.
‘That was nice, why aren’t you doing that
more?’FewotherguysintheBluesgroupalso
kepttalkingtohim,”saysClark,addingthatthe
Covidrestrictionshelped,bykeepingtraining
groups small. “It made it much better for the
younger players because conversations with
senior players were more consistent.”
Sangha has emerged as a find at a time
when Australia is looking for spinners, especially with no clear successor to 33-year-old
Lyon. In Sheffield Shield 2019-20, the top 20
wicket-takers were all pacers; 21st was Steve
O’Keefe, the 36-year-old left-arm orthodox.
“Withourfastbowlerswe’vegotalonglist...

doing well. But with spin, we’ve got Nathan
andthat’sit.Whatarewedoingtohelpthekids
develop?”O’KeefetoldWideWorldofSportsat
the time.
Whilecomparisonswithpastleg-spinning
greatshavefollowed,thesearenotjustwildly
premature but also extraneous. “I wouldn’t
likenSanghatoanyofthosegreatbowlersfrom
atechnicalpointofview.Heisamoresubcontinental sort of leg-spinner,” says Clark. “And
althoughhe’sdoingreallywellinT20,hehasa
lotoflayers.Theconsistencyandvariations,as
wellastheabilitytochangetheflight,issomething not a lot of young players have. He has
gotplayersoutwithballsoutofthefrontofhis
hand, with a nice wrong ’un.”
Hackshall says “it’s a generational thing”,
with Sangha coming into professional cricket
through the T20s. “There’s a high price put on
beingabletobowlsixdifferentballs.InTestor
Shield cricket, it’s about trying to build pressure, ball after ball in the same spot,” says
Hackshall. “I don’t think we’ve seen the best
yet. The more longer-format cricket Tanveer
plays, the better his control will get.”
Joga meanwhile is looking back and
dreaming ahead.
"Tanveeraccompaniedmeandmyfriends
towatchIndiaplayAustraliainaT20matchat
SCGin2018andlatersaidthatoneday,wewill
be watching him play in Australian colours
from the same spot," says Joga. "We know it’s
too early to say but to watch him play in the
T20WorldCupinIndiathisyearatthestadium
or TV will be a dream come true for him."

WITHINPUTSFROMNITINSHARMA
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