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Corona warriors, Sanitation workers,
Soldiers and Farmers!
This Republic Day,
we salute the four pillars of our nation
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REPUBLIC DAY ADDRESS TO NATION

Paradeamidprotest:President
reachesouttofarmersonR-Day
Are Punjab
farmers from
Pak... can
topple govts,
says Pawar

‘Devoted to your
welfare, path to
reform can cause
misapprehension’
LIZ MATHEW

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25
WITH FARMERS ON protest at
the national capital’s borders for
nearly two months, and no sign
of a breakthrough in talks with
the Centre on their demand to
repeal the new agriculture laws,
President Ram Nath Kovind
Monday reached out to the
farming community and said
that the “path to reform” may
initially cause “misapprehensions” but the Government is
“singlularly devoted” to their
welfare.
Addressing the nation on the
eve of the 72nd Republic Day,
Kovindalsospokeabouttheborder standoff in Ladakh without
naming China, and said that
India faced an “expansionist
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Sero survey: Delhi past
50%, near herd immunity
ASTHA SAXENA

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25
THE FIFTH round of serological
surveillance conducted in Delhi
hassuggestedthatmorethan50
per cent of those surveyed have
developed antibodies against
Covid, officials told The Indian
Express.
Thisisthehighestseroprevalence found during surveys conducted by the Delhi government
sincetheCovidoutbreakand,ac-

BUSINESS AS USUAL
BY UNNY

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Vehicles cross Sonipat Monday night on way to Delhi tractor
parade. Jaipal Singh
NODFOR5,000TRACTORS, REPORT,P6

‘Tractor from each Punjab
village... history in making’
SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

PUNJAB’S NAUSHERA Dhalla
shows up as a dot on Google
Maps — one of the thousands of
villages lying along the 3,000-

km boundary between India
and Pakistan.
Just like the solitary tractor
on the Western Peripheral
Expressway from the village,
also but a dot in the vast city of
tractors between Kundli and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

MUMBAI, JANUARY 25

ADDRESSING A farmers’ rally at
Azad Maidan in Mumbai
Monday, NCP president Sharad
Pawar accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of displaying
complete indifference and insensitivity towards farmers
protesting for the last 60 days on
the outskirts of Delhi, and
warnedthatangryfarmerscould
bring down governments.
Speakingat therally called in
solidarity with the farmers
protesting on Delhi borders,
Pawar said, “For almost 60 days,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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cordingtoexperts,indicatesthat
the city is moving closer to
achieving herd immunity.
“In one district, the prevalence is around 58 per cent,
which clearly shows that a large
number of people have developed antibodies against the
virus,” said a senior government
official.Authoritieshadcollected
28,840 samples -- the most during such an exercise in Delhi so
far — as part of the survey that
ended Friday.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Linkwith
● dipincases

THE HIGH seroprevalence could explain why
Delhi’s positivity rate has
been under 0.6% for the
past fortnight. The city
saw 148 cases Monday,
with a positivity rate of
0.31% in 48,000 tests.

AAROGYA SETU: HC
DRAWS LINE ON DATA
PAGE 20

Padma Vibhushan for
Abe; Gogoi, Keshubhai,
Paswan in honours list
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

‘LOVE JIHAD’ LAW: SC
LEAVES PLEAS TO HC
PAGE 20

CHINA(TIBET)
Naku La

SIKKIM
Nathu La

Gangtok

INDIA

KRISHN KAUSHIK

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
FORMER JAPANESE Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, under
whose leadership India and
Japan reinforced and cemented
their strategic partnership, and
legendary singer late S P
Balasubramaniam were among
the seven Monday named for
this year's Padma Vibhushan.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

India, China
troops clash
in Sikkim;
resolved,
says Army
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Padma Vibhushan for Abe;
Padma Bhushan for Gogoi

GALLANTRY AWARDS
FOR GALWAN HEROES

PAGE 9

New Delhi

INDIAN AND Chinese troops
clashed on the Line of Actual
Control at Naku La in Sikkim last
week,daysaheadof thetalksbetween senior military commanders that took place in eastern Ladakh on Sunday.
The Army described the incident,whichoccurredonJanuary
20, as a “minor face-off”.
Clashes between Indian and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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GODZILLA VS KONG TRAILER: FIVE KEY TAKEAWAYS

VIDEO OF THE DAY

move”thatwasfoiledbyits“valiant”soldiers.
Referring to the past year as “a time of adversity”, the President described the Covid
pandemic as “a calamity of gigantic proportions”. He conveyed his condolences to bereaved families and praised the country's
“frontline Corona warriors” as “ordinary citizens who turned out to be extraordinary”.
Kovindalsohailedthecountry'sscientists
for“decodingthecoronavirus”anddeveloping
vaccines “in record time”. The mass vaccinationdrivelaunched this month,he said, is the
“largest exercise of its kind in history”.
Referring to farmers, Kovind said:
“Adversity often plays the role of a great
teacher. It makes us stronger and more confident. With that confidence, India has taken
great strides in several sectors. Economic reforms have continued apace and have been
supplementedbylong-pendingreformsinthe
areas of labour andagriculturethroughlegislation. The path to reform at the initial stages
may cause misapprehensions. However, it is
beyond doubt that the Government remains

CLARIFICATIONS &
CORRECTIONS
24.01.21, PAGE 20
THE LAST line of the article ‘The Day of the
Citizen’ was incorrectly edited to state that
the date of the President’s address is January
26. It is January 25.
The error is regretted.

singularly devoted to farmers' welfare.”
The President said: “Every Indian salutes
ourfarmers,whohavemadeourvastandpopulous country self-reliant in food-grains and
dairy products. Despite adversities of nature,
numerousotherchallenges andtheCovid-19
pandemic,ourfarmerssustainedtheagriculturalproduction.Agratefulnationisfullycommitted to the welfare of our farmers.”
Referringtothearmedforces,Kovindsaid:
“Justasourhardworkingfarmersensurefood
security for the country, the brave soldiers of
the armed forces ensure security of our national boundaries amid severest conditions.
FromthefreezingcoldinSiachenandGalwan
Valley in Ladakh with temperatures as low as
minus 50 to 60 degrees Celsius to the scorchingheatinJaisalmerwithtemperaturesashigh
as 50 degrees Celsius -- on land, in the skies
andatthevastcoastalareas--ourwarriorsare
vigilant every moment.”
Speaking about the border standoff, the
President pointed to the Galwan Valley incidentlastJune.“Wefacedanexpansionistmove
on our borders, but our valiant soldiers foiled
it. Toachieve this, 20 of them hadtolaydown
their lives. The nation shall remain grateful to
those brave soldiers. Though we reiterate our
commitment to peace, our defence forces -Army, Air Force and Navy -- are adequately
mobilised in a well-coordinated move to
thwart any attempt to undermine our security,” he said.
Stressingthat“nationalinterestwillbeprotectedatallcosts”,hereferredtoIndia'sdiplomaticoutreach.“Wehavealsoensuredawidespread understanding in the international
community of India's firm and principled
stand,” he said.
Appreciating the scientific community,
Kovind said: “From space to the
farms, from educational institutions
tohospitals,thecommunityofscientists has enriched our life and work.
Ourscientistshavebeenworkingday
and night for decoding the coronavirusandtheyhavesucceededindevelopingthevaccineinrecordtime.”
Asserting that the Prime
Minister's call of “AtmaNirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan” (Self-reliant India
Mission)wastoconvertcrisisintoopportunity,Kovindsaiditisinlinewith
the aspiration to shape a new India
by the year 2022 when the country
turns 75. The President also praised
the Government's National
EducationPolicy2020,which“promises to incubate innate talent of students and ignite their minds to take
up the challenges of life”.
AccordingtoKovind,theoutcome
of all these reform initiatives is that
even after the pandemic ordeal,
“India stands not despondent but
confident”.
“Theslowdownhasturnedoutto
be transitory as the economy has regained its dynamism. A self-reliant
Indiahasmanufactureditsownvaccines for Covid 19 and is now undertaking a mass vaccination drive,
which will be the largest exercise of
its kind in history,” he said, while
praisingdoctors,nurses,paramedics,
healthcare administrators and sanitation workers for putting their lives
at risk for patients.
Against the backdrop of classes
moving online, educational institutions and teachers received appreciation from the President for “quickly
adopting technologies” to see that
thereisnobreakineducation.Kovind
alsopraisedtheElectionCommission
for conducting “free and fair elections” in Bihar and in the Union
Territories of Jammu and Kashmir,
and Ladakh.
On the post-Covid unlockdown,
Kovindsaidtheprocesswas“carefully
caliberated”,hasprovedeffective,and
the economy started showing indicationsoffaster-than-anticipatedrecovery. The President reminded the
nationthatadherencetothecorevaluesofjustice,liberty,equalityandfraternity in the Indian Constitution is
meant “not only for those who are
mandated to govern but for the people at large.”
Stressingthateverycitizenshould
remember these Constitutional
mantras, he said: “Equality is the
watchword for the great project of
ourRepublic.Socialequalitywarrants
dignity for each one of us, villagers,
women,weakersectionsofoursociety, namely Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, Divyang-jan and
the elderly people.”
Invoking B R Ambedkar, the
President said that Constitutional
morality means “supremacy of the
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President to farmers

Why the BJP is
embarrassed about
the farmers’ protests

ThefirsttrailerforGodzillavsKongisout,andsocialmediausersarealreadydiscussingwhichmonsterwill
comeoutontop.Themajorityofresponsestothetrailerarepositive,andifthefilmisanythinglikethelatest
promo,itwillbesomuchfun.Herearefivekeytakeawaysfromthetrailer

values enshrined in the Constitution.”

Sharad Pawar

farmers across Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradeshhavebeenagitatingontheoutskirtsof
Delhi, braving the winter. The Prime Minister
hasnotoncebotheredtoenquireaboutthem.
He has not even shown any concern. What
does it show? Are they not our farmers? Do
Punjab farmers belong to Pakistan?"
Farmers and tribals from 21 districts of
Maharashtra,ledbytheAllIndiaKisanSabha,
were present at the rally, which drew a substantialcrowd.ApartfromtheNCP,leadersof
theCongressandSamajwadiPartywerepresentunderthebanneroftheSamyuktaShetkari
Kamgar Morcha. While the Shiv Sena, that is
partoftherulingcoalitioninthestatewiththe
NCPandCongress,wassaidtohaveextended
itssupporttotheprotest,noprominentleader
of the party was present at the rally.
Criticising the haste with which the government used its majority to rush the contentiousfarmlawsthroughParliament,Pawar
said, "Let it be known that if you persist with
laws which are detrimental to farmers, it will
have serious ramifications. If the laws are enforced, farmers will be uprooted. And any attempttodosowillleadtofarmersusingtheir
might to uproot the government."
Congress minister and its Maharashtra
chiefBalasahebThoratsaid,"Thestategovernment is not going to enforce these laws. A
group of ministers is working on laws which
would be pro-farmers."
Pawar said the manner in which the farm
laws were passed amounts to violation of the
Constitution."Ideally,thegovernmentshould
have heeded the Opposition’s demand and
worked towards consensus by referring the
laws to a select committee of Parliament. It
would have helped bring flawless laws and
alsohelpedthegovernmentavoidconfrontation." Backing the MSP system, the NCP chief
said, "It is mandatory. It should not only recoverproductioncosts,butmore.Andincase
prices drop below the MSP, the government
shouldinterveneandprocurecropsupto100
per cent." Pawar said the Manmohan Singh
governmenthadadoptedtheabovepolicy,and
accorded the highest priority to farmers’ demands. "I served for 10 years as the Union
Agriculture Minister and I know for sure how
great the contribution of Punjab farmers has
been in providing wheat which feeds the entire country."
Pawar also questioned why Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari had left
Mumbai for Goa on Monday, when the protesters had planned to submit a memorandumtohim."HehasthetimetomeetKangana
(Ranaut,whomettheGovernorfollowingthe
BMC action against her) but not farmers! As
the head of state it was his moral duty to remaininMumbai...Maharashtrahasneverseen
such a governor before. The farmers’ delegationwouldhavejustvisitedtheRajBhavanand
presented a memorandum listing their demands. But even that basic courtesy was not
extended by the Governor."
An official statement issued by the Raj
Bhavansaid,"GovernorBhagatSinghKoshyari
whoholdsadditionalchargeofGoahadtoaddressthefirstsessioninGoa’sVidhanBhawan
on Monday. This was conveyed in advance to
Samyukta Shetkari Kamgar Morcha leaders
Dhananjay Shinde and Prakash Reddy." The
Governor’sofficehadalsoinformedthatinthe
absence of Koshyari, his Principal Secretary
would meet the farmers’ delegation at 5 pm,
the statement said.
Shinde admitted the Raj Bhavan had informedthemaboutthis,butsaid,"Ourpointis
theGovernorcouldhaveadjustedthetiming.
His speech at the Goa Vidhan Bhavan was in
themorningat11.36am.Hecouldhavegiven
us time at 6 pm or 7 pm... Farmers from distant areas across the state had come to
Mumbai... The Centre does not want any discussioninParliament,theydon’twanttolisten
to anybody."
ApartfromThorat,CongressleadersSunil
KedarandBhaiJagtapwerepresentattherally.
Severalstudents’federations,andactivists
Medha Patkar, P Sainath and Teesta Setalvad,
also came together under the Samyukta
ShetkariKamgarMorcha.Addressingtherally,
Sainathsaid,"Thepresenceoffarmersinsuch
large numbers in Mumbai shows that the
farmer protest is not Punjab-centric, as the
government is trying to depict."

‘History in the making’

Murthal on National Highway 44.
ButHarjitSinghhasadifferentwayoflooking at it. "Do you realise that there is at least
one tractor from every Punjab village here?
That's the beauty of solidarity. Lakhs of dots
make up this canvas."
The30-year-oldisamongtheeightpeople
from Naushera Dhalla who arrived at the
protest site Monday morning on a tractor, a
hardyvehiclethathasbecometheemblemof
theunyieldingfarmersprotestingagainstthe

Centre's three contentious farm laws.
In another few hours, they will roll into
Delhi as part of the massive tractor parade
planned on Republic Day. While the Delhi
PoliceMondaygaveano-objectioncertificate
limitingtheparadeto5,000personsand5,000
tractors, members of the Sanyutka Kisan
Morchasaidtheywereexpectingclosetotwo
lakh tractors. Farmer leaders also announced
a plan to march on foot to Parliament on
February 1, the day the Union Budget will be
presented.
The eight from Naushera Dhalla left their
border village, which comes under the Tarn
Taran district, at 11 am Sunday and reached
Delhi'sgatearound7amonMonday,anearly
500-km-long journey that cost them fuel
worth around Rs 10,000.
WhileHarjithasstudiedtillClass11,fellow
travellerBalpreetSingh,26,isanelectricalengineer by qualification. Komal Singh, 40, a
farmer, and 16-year-old Rajveer Singh are
among the other occupants.
"I am the first engineer in my family. They
can't provide employment to the youth and
now want to turn farming unprofitable as
well," says Balpreet, seated in the trolley attached to the tractor.
The families they belong to own between
five to eight acres of land, where they grow
wheat and paddy, earning between Rs 4 lakh
and Rs 6 lakh annually after setting aside the
produce needed for their own consumption.
Thepoliticalsignificanceof thescheduled
march is not lost on them, with Komal Singh
pointing out how tractors "were part of the
first Republic Day parade in post-independent India", which he has learnt from the
speeches of Balbir Singh Rajewal, one of the
leadersspearheadingtheagitation,whichwill
complete two months on Tuesday.
Rajewal's faction of the Bharatiya Kisan
Union mobilised the farmers of Naushera
Dhalla. "In the past, we never responded to
calls for mobilisation under any banner over
anyissue.Butthistimewehavecometogether
and realised the power of unity. This has not
happened before and will perhaps never get
repeated," says Harjit.
The decision of the farmers to turn down
the overtures of the Centre, including the announcement that the laws will be stayed for
18 months, appears rooted in this fear. "The
governmentwantstoendthismovement.This
assurance is a ploy. Mobilisations of this scale
cannotberepeatedeveryfewmonths.People
do not pour out into the streets just like that.
And a mere round trip on a tractor from our
villagecostsRs20,000.Sustainingamovement
is easier said than done," says Balpreet.
Theirresentmentagainstthegovernment
stemsnotjustfromthedecisiontoimplement
the farm laws, which they believe will ruin
them financially. As residents of a village that
shares its boundary with Pakistan, they also
disapproveoftheCentre'sneighbourhoodpolicy. "Earlier, tomatoes from Nashik used to
cross over to Pakistan via Wagah. Labourers
from Punjab, those running transport businesses were part of the economy. From the
Pakistani side, cement and salt used to come.
Nowallthathasstopped.Saltisstillimported
butthatgoesstraighttoAdani'sportinGujarat.
The government says it will not maintain ties
withPakistan.Inreality,itisextendingfavours
to its favourite corporate house," says Harjit.
Fearfulofcorporatetakeoveroftheirfarmland,theprotestingfarmershavebeentargetingbusinessgroupsundertheRelianceJioand
Adaniconglomeratesoverthelastfewmonths,
calling for a boycott of their products, which
echoed across Singhu even on Monday.
Aftersunset,asthemercurydips,thearea
comes alive with music and warmth of bonfireseveryfewsteps.ThenativesofNaushera,
tiredafteranovernightjourney,arepreparing
to retire early. "This is history in the making.
Now, we are also part of it," smiles Harjit.

Sikkim clash

ChinesesoldiersinLadakhandthesamearea
ofSikkimlastMayhadsetofftheongoingmilitary standoff in Ladakh.
Inthefreshincident,patrollingunitsfrom
the two sides came face-to-face in the Naku
La sector, which resulted in a physical brawl,
without the use of weapons, sources said.
Several soldiers from both sides were injured
in the clash, the sources said.
In a statement, the Army said: “It is clarified that there was a minor face-off at Nakula
area of North Sikkim on 20 January 2021 and
the same was resolved by local commanders
as per established protocols.”
Aseniormilitarysourcesaidsomeareasin
the region are claimed by both sides, and patrols do sometimes encounter each other.
According to this source, the number of
Chinese troops who sustained injuries in last
week's clash was in the low double figures,
whereas injuries on the Indian side were in
singledigits.Theclashwasa“localissue”,and
would not impact the situation in eastern
Ladakhorthetalkstoresolvethestandoff,the
source said. The Army on Monday said the

Today on the 3 Things podcast, we talk
about how worried the BJP is about the
farmers’ protests and what this could mean
for the party in the future

January24meetingwiththeChinesesidehad
been“positive,practicalandconstructive”,and
had“enhancedmutualtrustandunderstanding”. At the 9th round of the Corps
Commander-level meeting held on the
Chinese side of the Moldo-Chushul border
meetingpoint,“thetwosideshadacandidand
in-depthexchangeofviewsondisengagement
alongtheLineofActualControlintheWestern
SectorofChina-Indiaborderareas”,ArmyPRO
Col Aman Anand said in a statement.
“The two sides agreed that this round of
meetingwaspositive,practicalandconstructive,whichfurtherenhancedmutualtrustand
understanding. The two sides agreed to push
for an early disengagement of the frontline
troops. They also agreed to follow the importantconsensusoftheirstateleaders,maintain
thegoodmomentumof dialogueandnegotiation, and hold the 10th round of the Corps
CommanderLevelMeetingatanearlydateto
jointlyadvancede-escalation,”thestatement
said.Indiahasbeendemandingrestorationof
statusquoanteinthetalks,andhasaskedthat
allfrictionpointsacrosseasternLadakhshould
be discussed and resolved together.
AtapressconferenceinBeijing,theChinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian
said:“Icanconfirmtoyouthatanewroundof
talks was indeed held between China and
India.Followingouragreement,bothsideswill
release the information as early as possible.”
TheIndiandelegationwasledbyXIVCorps
CommanderLtGenPGKMenon,andincluded
Naveen Srivastava, who is the Additional
SecretaryhandlingEastAsiaintheMinistryof
ExternalAffairs.Srivastavahasbeenpartofthe
senior military commander talks since
September.TheChinesedelegationwasledby
Major Gen Liu Lin, Commander of South
Xinjiang Military region. Sources in the military establishment have mentioned earlier
that the defence forces are on alert against a
Chinese attempt to open a new front in the
Northeast, even as the stalemate in eastern
Ladakh continues.
Speakingathisannualpressconferenceon
January 12 ahead of Army Day, Army Chief
General MM Naravane had said that “it is not
onlyEastern Ladakhbut wehavemaintained
ahighstateof alertnessallalongthenorthern
bordersasof now,keepingthethreatperception in mind”.
He had said that “we have gone in for a
winter posture and deployment. But... we are
alert and ever-ready to meet any challenges.”
The earlier brawl in Naku La had taken
placeonMay9lastyear,daysafterIndianand
Chinese troops clashed on the north bank of
PangongTsoinLadakh.Soldiersonbothsides
had been injured on that occasion, too.

Padma awards

Former Chief Ministers late Tarun Gogoi and
late Keshubhai Patel, former Union Minister
late Ram Vilas Paswan, All India Muslim
Personal LawBoardseniorvicepresident late
Maulana Kalbe Sadiq and former Lok Sabha
SpeakerSumitraMahajanwereamongthe10
awarded the Padma Bhushan.
The Padma Shri was awarded to 102 individuals – 29 of the Padma awardees were
women; there were 10 in the category of foreign nationals, NRI, PIO AND OCI and one
transgender. Sixteen people have been given
the award posthumously.
Shortly after the announcement by the
Home Ministry, Prime Minister Narendra
Modisaidthoseawardedwereexceptionalindividuals from different walks of life who
broughtqualitativechangesinthelivesofothers.
ThePadmaVibhushanawardeesincluded
top cardiologist and former V-C of Manipal
University Belle Monappa Hegde; spiritual
leaderMaulanaWahiduddinKhan;archaeologist B B Lal; sand sculptor from Odisha
SudarshanSahooandIndianAmericanphysicist and pioneer in fibre optics late Narinder
Singh Kapany.
Also awarded with the Padma Bhushan
were former Principal Secretary to PM and
now chief of the committee for the Ram
TempleconstructionNripendraMishra;singer
Krishnan Nair Shantakumari Chithra from
Kerala; Kannada writer and founder of
KannadaUniversityinHampiChandrashekhar
Kambara;MaharashtraindustrialistRajnikant
Devidas Shroff and former MP Tarlochan
Singh. A notable inclusion in the Padma Shri
listisoftransgenderfolkartistfromKarnataka
Matha B. Manjamma Jogati who currently
heads the Karnataka Janapada Academy.
Srikant Datar, an Indian-American academician who was appointed Dean of Harvard
Business School this year, has been awarded
thePadmaShri.ColQuaziSajjadAliZahirfrom
Bangladesh, who has been awarded Padma
Shri, is a veteran of the 1971 Liberation war.
The awards to Gogoi and Keshubhai Patel
standout.TheBJPhadfoughtabitterpolitical
battle with Gogoi; Patel himself had to make
way for Modi as Gujarat CM in 2001. Paswan
has been conferred the award following an
electioninBiharwheretheBJP-JD(U)combine

New Delhi

barelyscrapedthroughwithPaswan’sLJP,led
by his son Chirag following his death, breaking away from the alliance fighting against
JD(U). Abe was responsible for the transformationof therelationshipbetweenIndiaand
Japan in the last eight years. The relationship
grew and encompassed issues from civilian
nuclear energy to maritime security, bullet
trainstoqualityinfrastructure,ActEastpolicy
to Indo-Pacific strategy.
B B Lal, who turns 100 in May this year,
served as Archaeological Survey of India
Director-General from 1968 to 1972. In 197576,LalinvestigatedtheAyodhyasite.Infact,in
the recent Supreme Court verdict, an ASI reportreleasedin2003playedakeyrole.Thereporthadstatedthatremainsofa“Hindustructure” were found at the disputed Babri
Masjid-RamJanmabhoomisite.Lal'sfindings
were key to this report.
Celebrating the frontline fighters against
the pandemic, quite a few doctors were conferredPadmaawards.TheyincludeJNPande,
V. Thiruvengadam and Krishna Mohan Pathi.
Pande,whodiedofCovidlastyear,wasthe
head of the AIIMS Medicine Department and
an eminent pulmonologist. Thiruvengadam
waspopularlyknownas“tworupeesdoctor”
in Tamil Nadu for treating poor patients. He
died in August last year. Pathi is a noted orthopaedicsurgeonfromOdishaknownforhis
landmark work in tribal districts of the state.
SanjidaKhatunfromBangladesh,whohas
been conferred Padma Shri,is amusicologist.
SheplayedakeyroleinRabindranathTagore's
centenary celebrations in 1961 during the
stringent martial law imposed by General
Ayub Khan in then East Pakistan (now
Bangladesh). She also rallied Bengali artistes
in the cause of Bangladesh's freedom before
as well as during the liberation war.
Atatimewhengovernmentisclaimingto
be in the final stages of Naga talks, it has
awarded the Padma Shri to Naga singer from
Manipur Rewben Mashangva. Peter Brook,
British theatre and film director, who in 1989
made the film Mahabharata, has also been
awarded Padma Shri.Veteran Gujarati film
star-turned-politicianNareshKanodiaandhis
brother singer Mahesh Kanodia, who died in
October within days of each other, were
awarded the Padma Shri.

Delhi sero survey

Only Pune has recorded prevalence of
morethan50percentinsomeareas,butthat
was several months ago. In most other cities,
seroprevalence studies have shown antibodiesinabout30and40percentofrespondents.
Giventhatdetectionofnewcaseshasbeen
declining over the last four months, some expertsandscientistsbelievethatamuchhigher
proportion of the population might have alreadygotinfected.TheresultsoftheDelhiserosurvey lends evidence to this.
In August last year, the first such survey
conducted by the Delhi government showed
29.1 per cent had antibodies. The figure
dropped to 25.1 per cent in September and
stoodat25.5percentinOctober.TheNational
Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) had also
conducted a serosurvey in July, where antibodies had been detected in 23 per cent of
those surveyed.
The latest survey kicked off in Delhi on
January 11 and samples were sent to the
InstituteofLiverandBiliarySciences(ILBS)for
testing,withaninitialreportbeingsubmitted
totheofficeofDelhiHealthMinisterSatyendar
Jain.
Dr ShobhaBroor,former head of microbiology at AIIMS, said that the survey “shows
thattherehavebeenmanyasymptomaticinfections in the city and we are approaching
herd immunity”.
“The number may go up to 70 per cent in
thenextroundasmorepeoplewouldhavegot
vaccinated by that time. Having presence of
antibodieswillnotaffecttheongoingvaccination drive in any case. Those who have developed antibodies can go ahead and take the
shot as the vaccine will further boost the response,” she said.
Dr Neeraj Nischal, associate professor at
the department of medicine, AIIMS, said the
highprevalenceofantibodiesmayhelpinfurther controlling the pandemic.
“Itshowsthatalotofasymptomaticinfections did happen in the course of the pandemic, which were not reported at that time.
This is our natural way of acquiring herd immunityasapproximately50percenthavedevelopedantibodiesagainstthevirus.Thiscoupled with the ongoing vaccination drive will
helpinachievingherdimmunity,andcontrolling the pandemic will be faster than expected,” he said.
A serological survey is meant to check
prevalenceofadiseaseinapopulation,bydetecting the presence of specific antibodies
against the virus. The serological test is performed to diagnose infections and autoimmune illnesses. It can also be conducted to
check if a person has developed immunity to
certain diseases.
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Recordturnout HC pulls up Delhi govt over biomedical waste dues to pvt firm
forvaccination
incity—91.5%
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

OBSERVINGTHATthedisposalof
biomedical waste is an “absolutelyessentialservice”during
the pandemic, the Delhi High

Courthassaidauthoritiesshould
not compel such service
providers to approach the court
for release of money.
“The respondents (Delhi
government authorities) ought
to have made these payments in
a timely manner... If parties such

as the petitioner have to come
to the court for payments, it
would be completely detrimental to the interest of various
Covid-19 treatment centres,”
said Justice Prathiba M Singh,
adding that it would also be contrary to public interest.

The court made the observation inan order passedinthe petition filed by M/s Biotic Waste
Solutions Private Limited, which
has been handling biomedical
waste generated by various
healthcare facilities, hospitals
and other Covid-19 centres in

Delhi since April 2020. Its outstanding payment stood at
Rs 83,89,198 as of December
2020, the court was told.
Directing district authorities
to release the entire outstanding
paymentwithinaweek,thecourt
said personal liability would be

VACCINATIONS ON MONDAY

Total target

8,100

Vaccinated

7,408

91.5 %
Turnout

14

AEFI

Across top govt hospitals
RGSSH

110

LHMC

110

Lok Nayak

100

GTB

100

Safdarjung

75

RML

67

AIIMS

63

ASTHASAXENA

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25
THEONGOINGvaccinationdrive
for Covid-19 in Delhi saw a
turnout of 91.5% Monday with
7,408 out of 8,100 beneficiaries
targeted getting the shot.
This is the highest single-day
turnout achieved in the mass inoculation drive which kicked off
on January 16.
A total of 33,170 healthcare
workers have been vaccinated at
81sitesinsixdays.Asmanyas14
cases of AEFI (adverse event following immunisation) were reportedacrossthecityonMonday.
Themassivejumpinvaccinationnumbershasbeenobserved
at government facilities which
have been reporting 100%
turnout for the last two days.
Of the top seven government
hospitals in Delhi, full turnout
was reported at four hospitals.
Two of these — Rajiv Gandhi
SuperSpecialityhospital(RGSSH)
and Lady Hardinge Medical
College (LHMC) — even went
above the daily target, vaccinating 110 each on Monday.
RGSSH, which saw very few
vaccinations initially, has so far
vaccinated 384 beneficiaries. Dr
B L Sherwal, medical director of
thehospital,attributedtherisein
numberstocontinuouseffortsof
the hospital administration and
theincreasingconfidenceamong

the healthcare workers.
“Thehesitancyamonghealth
staff, which was observed in the
initial days, is fading away. We
havebeencontinuouslymotivating staff members to come forward and take the vaccine,” said
Dr Sherwal.
The hospital has prepared a
listof 952healthcareworkersfor
the vaccination drive.
In the first phase, the city
plans to vaccinate 2.25 lakh
healthcare workers against
Covid-19, with every centre having a target of vaccinating 100
healthcare workers in a day.
At present, the vaccination
drive is going on at 81 sites,
though sources from the state
health department said the government is planning to increase
it to 175 by this week.
“Senior doctors and heads of
hospitals are getting themselves
vaccinated to motivate their subordinatessothatmorepeoplecan
come and take the vaccine. We
have been vaccinating 100 beneficiaries each day since the last
three days after modifications in
theCo-WINappwereintroduced
toallowout-of-turnvaccinations,”
saidDrSureshKumar,medicaldirector of Lok Nayak Hospital.
The vaccination programme
inDelhiiscarriedoutonMonday,
Tuesday,ThursdayandSaturday.
Meanwhile, the city saw 148
new Covid cases and five deaths
on Monday.
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“e-suvidha” - RINL’s new
Customer friendly initiative

ASHTRIYA ISPAT NIGAM LIMITED
(RINL), the corporate entity of
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant (VSP),
is a Navratna PSE under the Ministry of
Steel, GOI.
Popularly known as “Vizag Steel”, it is
the market leader for Bars & Rods in India
with a market share of about 9.3%.
Principal products ofVizag Steel include
Rebars, Wire Rods, Rounds & Structurals.
Made from 100% virgin steel, with stringent tolerances in both physical & chemical
properties, Vizag Steel is the preferred
steel for a wide array of customers.
The company having a capacity of 7.3
Mtpa. Wide network of Distributors and
Dealers in 24 locations pan India including Tuticorin (Tamil Nadu) and Rayagada
(Odisha) distributors through 2-Tier Distribution System.
RINL had been a pioneer in installing
state of art cleaner technologies to reduce
GHG emissions and energy consumption.
Energy production from waste heat in the
plant works out to 62% of total Captive
Power Generation capacity.
“e-suvidha” :
RINL’s endeavour to make customer always comfortable with the sales facility
has found a new initiative.
Updating with the latest trends and
technological tools,RINL has brought out a
customer friendly sales facility named as RINL’s “esuvidha”.Adopting e commerce
and
digital
technology, RINL developed the new sales initiative,“e-suvidha”.
The objective is to sell
material through efficient
and transparent manner
using RINL’s own webbased platform. The customers will be provided
with response from branch
within a reasonable time
indicating details of Product, Price, Payment, Quantity, Delivery,Test certificate,
validity etc. The standard
terms & conditions of sale
mentioned in the RINL’s
quotation and sales order
remains valid for E-Sales as
well.
RINL’s web portal will
empower businessmen&
users of steel located at dis-

tant places to gain access forVIZAG STEEL
products. Further, with increase in the flow
of enquiries and data-base, this will also
enable RINL to identify the potential business & consumption centres, for developing and expanding into newer markets in
the long run.
With the above objective in view, a user
friendly web portal which can be accessed
through internet either from a
desktop/laptop/mobile was developed
with the help of in house talent of IT&ERP.
The main features/process of the portal
are:
■ Any user whether RINL customer or new
customer can access our portal and get
registered as a prospect.
■ The registered prospect can view the
prices of RINL products (initially Rebars &
Structurals) across all RINL stockyards
located in India. Customers have choice
to select the stockyard nearer to their location.
■ The customers can place their inquiry for
quantity either in ‘Tons’ or in number of
pieces for their requirement.The inquiry
will be automatically flashed through
SMS and e-mail to the concerned
branch. Customers have an option to
get the delivery of the material to their
destination (FOR) or on ex-yard basis.
■ Based on the inquiry, respective branch
can offer their quotation which can be

viewed by the customer in the
portal/SMS/e-mail.
■ Based on the requirement, customers
can make the payment on-line and insert the payment details like UTR number
etc.
■ Based on the confirmation of the payment, branch can create sales order and
deliver the material.The details of sales
order & invoice details are available to
the customer in the portal.
■ Customers can view the details like list of
inquiries, list of quotations, quotations
pending for payment etc. In addition,
customers can track the total cycle of inquiry till invoice creation in graphical
mode.
FEATURES TO BE IMPLEMENTED IN
FUTURE
■ Payment gateway link in the portal itself for enabling the customers to make
payment on-line.
■ Order confirmation by the customers
without any involvement of branch.The
feature will be enabled once the quantities are earmarked for e-sales in every
stockyard.
■ Linking of all the empaneled transports
to the portal so that transportation
arrangement can be made available to
the destinations where RINL has no
transportation contract.

New Delhi

affixed on government officers
concerned. “... (In future) payments shall be made within 10
days after the submission of the
invoice,” said the court.
The court asked the firm to
approach the Delhi health secretary if there are further issues.
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FORECAST: Jan 26
Mainly clear sky.
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the morning
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MEGA REPUBLIC DAY RALLY TODAY

Farmers in tractors, police on toes

Volunteers at Tikri
have task cut out:
Keep order, peace
ASHNA BUTANI

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25
THROUGH THE day, farmers at
Tikri border distributed sticks to
be used to hoist the Tricolour
and purchased diesel in cans
fromnearbypetrolpumpstouse
during Tuesday’s tractor rally.
Near police barricades, farmers
formed groups as volunteers instructed them to maintain discipline for the mega rally.
While older farmers will be
guiding volunteers from their
respective districts, younger
ones have been chosen to ensure order is maintained and to
hand out instructions and distribute flags to people from their
villages.
Sukhwinder Singh (56), a coordinator for Moga district,
checked his notebook with
names of around100 volunteers
from his district: “I am making
calls to them so they can come
here and pick up the sticks. Each
tractor will have two flags — the
Tricolour and a flag of their respective unions.” He said there
are lakhs of tractors but not all
will be able to go to the borders.
After spending months on
the capital’s periphery, the ex-

A tractor on the Western Peripheral Highway heads towards
Sonipat in Haryana, Monday. Abhinav Saha

On Budget Day,
farmers plan 2nd
march — on foot,
to Parliament
Police limit gathering to 5,000 for R-Day
march; farmers say expecting 2 lakh
MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

A DAY before their mega tractor
rally in the national capital,
farmerleaderssaidMondaythat
they will march on foot to the
Parliament on February 1, the
day the Union budget will be
presented.
Dr Darshan Pal, union leader
of Kirti Kisan Union, who has
been part of the meetings with
the Centre, said during a
press conference Monday: “On
February 1, farmers will march
towards the Parliament on foot,
against the laws.”
Farmer leaders said a detailed programme will be declared in a day or two, but the
marchwillbepeaceful.Theleaders also said that Tuesday’s tractor march will be unique as ordinary people will be part of
Republic Day celebrations.
“After the rally is over, farmershavebeenaskednottoreturn
to their villages, but rather to
stay on at the borders,” said
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU)
president Balbir Singh Rajewal.
Meanwhile, the Loni border
saw tension between protesters
and police as the former tried to
enter the capital through an unapproved route. Additional DCP
(Shahdara district) Sanjay Sain
said around 250 farmers along
with tractors came via Apsara
border and tried to march into
Delhi. “We convinced them to
follow their decided route and
dropped them at Ghazipur flyover. Other farmers are also
coming and we are requesting
them to follow the route.”
A day before the mega rally,
the Delhi Police gave a no-objection certificate (NOC) for the
tractor rally, with 37 conditions,
including that the organisers
should keep the limit of gathering of participants in the rally to
5,000 persons along with 5,000
tractors, and that non-compliance of terms and conditions
manyentailtermination/cancellation/withdrawal of the NOC.
Members of the Sanyukt
Kisan Morcha, however, said
theyareexpectingcloseto2lakh

tractors to be part of the procession tomorrow.
“The parade will be on the
route fixed with police. There is
no limit of vehicles nor time for
this march. The parade will return to its original place via the
fixedroute,”saidDrDarshanPal.
Aseniorpoliceofficersaidintelligence inputs suggest that
more than 27,000 tractors are at
theborders,andthenumberwill
go up to 40,000.
The NOC, issued by ACP
Ritambra Prakash, states, “This
permission is limited to holding
of tractor rally on the permitted
routes only and should not be
construed as permission for
holding anydharna,demonstrations or sit-in-protest en route
the rally. The organisers should
keep the limit of gathering of
participantsinrallyto5,000persons along with 5,000 tractors.
Theorganisersshouldensurethe
deployment of 2,500 volunteers
on prescribed routes. The list of
suchvolunteerswithcontactdetails should be provided to police in advance. The rally should
be held within the prescribed
time from 12 pm to 5 pm on
January 26 and organisers
should ensure that there is no
obstruction to the other road
users.”
The NOC further states, “The
organisers should ensure that
two-third of the carriageway is
kept free for normal traffic
movement... The organisers
should also ensure that no loudspeakerorpublicaddresssystem
isusedontheroutewithoutspecific permission from the competent authority of the district
concerned... They should not indulge in any acrobatics, display
of martial arts or stunt driving.”
The social media cell of Delhi
Police’s intelligence unit is also
working round the clock to
check any fake or inflammatory
news that may spread about the
parade. Claimed a senior officer:
“Around 1,100 Twitter accounts
have been made in the last 25
days from Pakistan with a view
to disrupt the tractor march. Our
team is coordinating with
farmer leaders and we have
asked them to curb any rumours
on their live stream.”

citementof enteringthecitywas
palpable. Said Aman Nain (21)
from Jind in Haryana: “The tractors will form a line and go
straight into Delhi.”
Police at the border said they
willremovethebarricadesinthe
morning so the tractors can go
ahead. Farmers from here will
march up to Nangloi and turn to
Najafgarh, from where they will
return to Tikri.
Tijinder Singh (50), a coordinator for Sri Muktsar Sahib in
Punjab, said there are around 60
main coordinators, who have
100-150volunteersunderthem,
meaning a total of 7,500 volunteers at Tikri border.
“We have seen photos of the
tableaux which are being prepared in the villages. As far as we
know, a history of farmers in
India will be depicted. These are
being made by artisans in villages. They have made a
charkha, local artwork, sickles
and golden vessels,” he said,
adding that the tableaux are
coming from Punjab, Haryana
and Rajasthan and will reach the
border early Tuesday morning.
Onthenumberssettomarch,
he said “innumerable” farmers
are ready, but the final number
would depend on the leaders.

At the Tikri protest site, Monday. Amit Mehra

Haryana farmers to
stick to their state
A sea of vehicles and flags at Ghazipur border on Monday. Prem Nath Pandey

SAKSHI DAYAL

Tractors omnipresent, so is Tricolour:
Protesters say one on every vehicle
SUKRITA BARUAH

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25
AHEAD OF Tuesday’s farmers’
rally, tractors poured into
Ghazipur throughout Monday,
with the Tricolour omnipresent
at the protest site.
As of Monday afternoon,
trucks, tractors, trolleys and cars
of farmers occupied more than
2kmof theGhazipurflyoverand
below it, with the size of the
protest there expanding considerably in the run-up to Republic
Day. Organisers said they had
initially estimated that 10,00015,000 tractors would participateintherallythere,buthadincreasedtheirestimateto30,000.
“It is not possible for us to
make a clear estimate as tractors
are coming in continuously.

Farmersandtractorsfromnearby
districtsandvillagesareexpected
tocontinuecomingintillTuesday
morning,”saidJagtarSinghBajwa,
spokesperson of the Ghazipur
Kisan Andolan Committee.
To manage a rally of the scale
planned for Tuesday, the
Ghazipur protest coordinators
will engage more than 300 volunteers for security and traffic
control. According to Bajwa, the
biggest concern with regard to
the rally is maintaining peace
and security.
“All our volunteers for
Tuesdayaresonsof farmers.Aset
of them will be in charge of
videography,whichwillalsohelp
us track and make sure that no
unwantedelementsjointherally.
Our entire route comes up to 46
km and we have divided it into
12sectorsforlogistics.Wewillbe

placing volunteers in charge of
those sectors; it will be their responsibilitytomakesurealltractors move in a line and none
overtakeeachother.Theywillsupervise turns in the road and if
anybody tries to join midway,
they are to be directed to join
right at the tail end of the rally.
We have arranged for bikes for
the volunteers as well,” he said.
Farmers have been instructed to drive their tractors
‘aaram-aaram se’ and to maintain three tractors per row while
moving. Everyone has also been
instructed to have the national
flag on their tractors.
Before the rally, the national
flagwillalsobehoistedatastage
erected on the Ghazipur flyover.
Among those who arrived at
theborderjustaheadof Tuesday
were 25 farmers from Deora

Khas village in Sambhal district
on a tractor-trolley. “We had left
at around 6 pm on Sunday
eveningandwereachedat4this
morning. We had travelled with
50 other tractors from our district. Everybody in our village is
ready to come and be a part of
this movement,” said Aham
Singh Yadav (55). Relaxing on
the trolley with them was
Sarvesh Kumar Kathiyar, a 53year-oldwhoarrivedthatmorning after boarding a bus from
Kanpur district with a friend.
Prashant Chahal (23) arrived
on Sunday night from Bhagain
village in Bijnor district in a tractor-trolley with 11 other people
from his village. “There were already two such tractors from
our village at the site and five
more are on their way and will
arrive in the night,” he said.

GURGAON, JANUARY 25
EVEN AS protesters at Singhu,
Tikri and Ghazipur take out tractor rallies in Delhi on Tuesday,
their counterparts in Haryana
will undertake a parallel march
within the state, leaders from
multiple protest sites in South
Haryana told The Indian Express.
According to farmer leaders,
while protesters gathered at the
Haryana-Rajasthan
or
Shahjahanpur-Kheraborderwill
travel on NH-48 up to the NSG
campus in Manesar — moving
around 58 km closer to Delhi —
those in Nuh will conduct a tractor rally within the district.
Protesters currently gathered at
Masani in Rewari, who had broken through barricades at the
Haryana-Rajasthan border on
December 31, will also join the
tractor rally towards Manesar.
Speaking to The Indian
Express, Ramzan Chaudhary,
head of the Nuh unit of Jai Kisan
Andolan, said, “Shahjahanpur
protesters have permission to
movetillManesar, whileprotestersatSunehra-Junheraborderin
Nuh will carry out a rally within

Nuh.Wehavegathereddetailsof
people joining us in each block;
we don’t know how many will
turnupontheday,butweareexpecting around 1,000 tractors.”
SanjayMadhavoftheSanyukt
Kisan Morcha said protesters
fromShahjahanpur,whoinclude
those who have joined from
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, MP, UP,
and Punjab, would try to move
“as close as we can to Delhi”.
“Wherever we are stopped, we
will turn back... we will maintain
peace.Wewilldepartat9amand
are expecting at least 1,000 tractors to participate,” he said.
Gurgaon and Rewari Police
confirmedthatfarmershadbeen
grantedpermissiontocarryouta
march till the NSG campus.
“Thereisnosuchlimitontractors
permitted to participate but we
willtakedetailsonhowmanyvehicles will be there, how many
volunteers they will appoint,”
said
Abhishek
Jorwal,
Superintendentof Police,Rewari.
Gurgaon Police said around
1,400 personnel have been deployed in Manesar to ensure law
and order. “We have personnel
deployed from district police,
RapidActionForce,andITBP,”said
Varun Singla, DCP (Manesar).

FROM HARYANA TO PUNJAB, THOUSANDS HEAD TO RALLY

On highways leading to Delhi: Langars every 5 km for a warm welcome
SUKHBIR SIWACH

NH-44 (AMBALA-DELHI
HIGHWAY), JANUARY 25
NATIONAL HIGHWAYS leading
to Delhi were packed with vehicles on Monday. Till late Sunday
night, there was a heavy rush on
NH-44 with hundreds of tractors, bikes, jeeps, trucks, buses
and cars heading towards the
national capital, with revolutionary songs blaring every few
steps and protesters declaring

that they were ready for “a long
battle to save their land from
corporates”.
Along the 178-km stretch of
the national highway from
AmbalatoKundliborder,several
cultural programmes were held
by the roadside to encourage
farmers. From local towns and
villages, groups of youth carrying flags were seen welcoming
those coming to Delhi. Langars
were set up every 5 km to offer
tea and snacks.
Ambala BKU president

Malkit Singh said, “I have been
working for the BKU for the
past 20 years but I never saw
such enthusiasm for an agitation. It has become a mass
movement, with every section
of society coming out to support farmers. I believe that from
each of Haryana’s 7,000 villages, at least a few vehicles
have moved to Delhi to join the
tractor parade.”
Several young men from
Haryana and Punjab, carrying
the Tricolour and flags of farm

unionsonthevehicles,werealso
heading to the rally.
Tarwinder Singh (26), a resident of Changera village in
Punjab's Patiala district, who is
pursuing his graduation from a
private university, was one
among 13 youths in a tractortrolley: “We were looking after
our agricultural fields as our eld-

Three tractors head to the
capital to join the Republic
Day march. Jaipal Singh

ershavebeencampingatDelhi's
bordersforthepasttwomonths.
Now, we too are moving to supportthem.Wedon'tknowwhen
we will return.” Ranjot Singh
(21), who is pursuing his MBA
through a correspondence programmefromatechnicaluniversity in Punjab, said: “Land given
byourancestorsiseverythingfor
us, it’s not a business.”
NH-9, which connects Hisar
to Delhi, also saw a rush, with
several farmers carrying food
items in their tractor trolleys for

New Delhi

a long stay at the protest sites.
Harjinder Singh, a former
sarpanch from Piruwala village
in Haryana’s Yamunanagar district, said, “I fail to understand
why the government is not repealing the laws.”
Roopinder Singh from
Rajpura town in Punjab chimed
in: “I work for a private firm but
I’mgoingtosupportthefarmers.
There is no doubt that prices of
food items will be raised after
amendments in the Essential
Commodities Act.”
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Dr Vijay Kher: Spearheading Kidney Care in India
A legendary name, Dr Vijay Kher, Chairman, Nephrology, Kidney and Urology
Institute, Medanta-the Medicity, Gurugram, comes with extensive pioneering initiatives
in his field of specialization for over 40 years. He started the Department of Nephrology
in the prestigious Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduation Institute, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
and has worked in multiple government and private hospitals including Apollo and
Fortis. A teacher par excellence, he has published more than 230 papers in peer
reviewed journals, 43 book chapters and edited 12 books to his credit in prestigious
national and international publications and has been crowned with many honours.
What is the status of kidney care and
transplantation in India?
Nephrology is fairly well advanced in terms
of availability of technology, however there
are not enough nephrologists in Indian (only
1800) for the growing number of patients
with kidney disease.This is because of high
prevalence of diabetes and high blood pressure, which are the common causes for kidney disease, heart disease, stroke and other
complications.The global burden of disease
data 2005-2015 indicates that kidney disease has grown from 12th rank to 8th rank
as a cause of death in India. This growth
(20.6%) is second only to diabetes (34.8%)
in this decade. One of the biggest challenges for taking care of this growing number of patients with kidney diseases is limited
manpower, both doctors and other healthcare worker especially trained technicians
for dialysis.
An excellent initiative that provides hope
to the economically weak is the announcement of the National Dialysis Programme
(NDP) by the Hon’ble Prime Minister. Peritoneal Dialysis was also included by the
Govt. after advocacy by various stakeholders. I also hope that the national programme
includes kidney transplantation,which is the
best and the most cost- effective treatment
option for kidney failure. We also need to
have a regulatory body that stringently monitors the quality of dialysis being provided,
particularly to those who are being treated
for free in the National Dialysis programme.
We do about ten thousand kidney transplants in India every year. More than 90 %
are living donors and only 10 % are from
deceased donors.This number is highly inadequate for the need for such surgeries for
growing kidney failure patients. We do not

have any national registry of transplants
and do not have national outcome data.The
national organ transplant and tissue organization (NOTTO) should make it mandatory
for centres to provide outcome data and
should form national registry for kidney
transplant.
Cost of treating kidney failure with dialysis or transplantation are expensive.Therefore, it is extremely important to develop a
national programme for prevention and
early detection of kidney disease.
Is India in the red zone when it comes
to kidney diseases, and why is it so?
India is in red zone not only for kidney disease but overall healthcare for its population. We spend less than 2.5% of our GDP
on health and government spending on it is
very little.To achieve universal health for our
citizens, we need to allocate larger percentage of GDP to health. Most of our health
care is provided by the private hospitals
which obviously is expensive. Kidney care is
expensive and need to be provided by Government through insurance, especially for
poor and very poor. There is need to develop
and nurture a strong public health system
which should provide good secondary and
tertiary care to people. Efficient utilization
of resources where limited funds are used
through smart management can give optimum results.
What is the burden of kidney diseases, its consequences and recommended treatment?
The incidence of chronic kidney disease in
India is about 232 patients per million of
population. About 2 lakh patients develop
kidney failure every year in India.The com-

monest causes of kidney disease are diabetes and uncontrolled high blood pressure
and these together account for about 50-55
percent of kidney diseases.The other causes
are glomerulonephritis (inflammation of
nephrons, kidney filters), drugs and infections. Chronic kidney disease is a slowly progressive disease and its last stage (stage 5 or
kidney failure) is when kidney function if
lost irreversibly to less than 15 % when patient requires dialysis or kidney transplantation.From stage one to stage five of kidney
disease it may takes many years and one
should try to slow down the deterioration
of kidney function during these years. Good
control of diabetes (3 monthly HbA1c < 7%)
and blood pressure control (<130/80
mmHg) are needed to achieve this. Swelling
over eyes and feet, blood, protein (frothy
urine) or pus cells in urine are early signs of
kidney disease. A diseased kidney can
cause high BP and uncontrolled high BP can
cause damage to the kidney.Advanced kidney disease leads to weakness, breathlessness, tiredness, weight loss and poor appetite and anaemia. Kidney produces
hormones like erythropoietin and vitamin D
therefore patients with kidney disease have
anaemia and bone disease also.
Can the condition of a sick kidney be
reversed if detected early?
Acute kidney injury due to diarrhoea, blood
loss and volume depletion, infection and
drugs can be reversed. If diabetes and blood
pressure are controlled effectively and consistently from its early stages, one might be
able to prevent development of kidney disease due to these. Also chronic kidney disease can be and should be slowed down.
There are newer drugs like SGLT inhibitors

and aldosterone antagonists which seem to
be very promising drugs for retarding the
progression of chronic kidney disease in addition to control of diabetes and blood pressure. Elderly age, family h/o diabetic kidney
disease, diabetes and high blood pressure,
smoking and obesity are risk factors for
chronic kidney disease. Healthy food, exercise,no smoking and healthy life styles are essential ingredients to prevent /slow down
kidney disease. Multi-targeted strategies
have been effectively used in public health
and can achieve to decrease diabetes as well
as kidney disease in countries likeTaiwan.
What are the latest training techniques and research underway in
nephrology?
The patients with kidney failure have very
high mortality which is worse than that of
many cancers. The US Government along
with all other stakeholders have come together for project KIDNEY X which seeks to
improve the lives of 850 million people in
the world with kidney disease by promoting research by collaboration for new devices, drug etc. A new implantable artificial
kidney (much like a normal kidney) is being
developed. This is undergoing trials
presently and may be in the market hopefully in 5 years.
Medanta is a hub for robotic kidney
transplantation. Dr Rajesh Ahlawat (a pioneer urologist and kidney transplant surgeon) and I have been working together for
the last 30 years since the days of SGPGI,
Lucknow and together have established
kidney and urology institutes in various hospitals in NCR Delhi. Robotic kidney transplant is minimally invasive surgery technique which has been a new area of

development for kidney transplant surgery
ever since the first successful kidney transplant in 1954 at Boston.
Why is (deceased) cadaver donation
so crucial?
Only 3 % of kidney failure patient in India
get kidney transplantation – predominantly
because of non-availability of donors and
also non-affordability. Deceased donation
is extremely crucial to increase the donor
pool. It also allows other organ transplants
like heart, liver, lungs and others.There is a
constant need to improve awareness about
organ donations.
Deceased donations have improved particularly in southern and western states
such as Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Gujarat as compared to the
north and the east, where the response is
still poor. In India, large number of people
die in road accidents and we are unable to
harness donations from these. We need
also to work towards improving the trust
in medical systems among patients and
their relatives. Nevertheless, some of government hospitals have done remarkably
well in deceased donor kidney transplant
such as PGI Chandigarh, Madras Medical
College and others.
What are your outreach initiatives to
educate doctors in the semi-rural
and rural regions of the country?
It is important to educate physicians, technicians, nurses to improve the quality of
care for our patients. I have been teaching
physicians, general practitioners and postgraduates. We have been active through
various NGO’s like kidney education and
research network (KERN) and MKF (spearNew Delhi

headed by Dr. Umesh Khanna along with
us) to educate them.Aim is to create educated and skilled workforce to take care
of patients in early as well as in advance
stages of disease.We also have been educating patients to improve their knowledge. Well informed patients demand
good care and therefore they become an
instrument in improving overall care. We
also do organ donation education and
awareness camps in high schools, colleges
and general public.
How are you contributing to the new
normal of reaching out digitally?
Covid pandemic for last one year has
opened viable opportunity for digital outreach to patients. Digital platforms have
also enabled us to educate through webinars – general public, doctors, healthcare
workers as well through facebook, twitter
and you tube. Digital platforms have improved the reach of nephrology students
across the country and even from neighbouring countries. Our scope of tele-consultations for patients has also opened up.
These allow consultation by renowned
doctors for a patient even in the most remote area of the country.
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English
teachingprog
launched
New Delhi: Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia and
Minister Counselor for
Public Affairs of US
Embassy
David
H
Kennedyjointlylaunched
an English teaching programmefor700pre-serviceteachersfromnineallwomen colleges of Delhi,
in the presence of senior
Educationdepartmentofficialsanddignitariesfrom
US Embassy. The programme will have online
courses on Teaching
English for 21st Century
and Content-Language
Integrated
Learning
Skills. ENS

Projectsworth
Rs706crore
inNoida
Noida: UttarPradeshChief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
Monday laid foundation
stones and inaugurated
66 small and big projects
totalling Rs 706 crore in
Noida via a video conference from Lucknow. PTI
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‘DOORSTEP DELIVERY IN MARCH, HEALTH CARDS BY YEAR-END’

Health infra built over last 5 yrs
helped fight Covid: Kejriwal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

CHIEFMINISTERArvindKejriwal
Monday said that Delhi had
managed to fight the Covid-19
pandemic because of the robust
healthcare systems built in the
city over the past five years.
“On November 11, there
were 8,500 cases in a day. It is
said this was the highest singleday spike in a city in the world...
In New York, in the first week of
April, there were 6,300 cases but
you could see people posting on
social media that their healthcare system had collapsed.
People were lining up outside
hospitals, they were in corridors... In Delhi, on November 11
though, there were 7,000 vacant
beds. There were no patients in
corridors and on roads. It is the
work done over the past five
years, where doctors and officers have worked together to
strengthen the system, that
shone through and we were
able to manage things,” said

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal unveils the Ashoka Pillar at the
Delhi Legislative Assembly, Monday. Praveen Khanna
Kejriwal.
He added that Delhi was the
first city in the world to start
placing people under home isolation. Over 3.12 lakh people recovered under home isolation
that was started first in Delhi,
where the first plasma bank in
the world opened. So far, 4,929
people have received plasma

therapy, the chief minister said
during the Republic Day function on Monday.
Thegovernment,hesaid,will
roll out the doorstep delivery of
ration scheme in the city in
March.
“By March, a big scheme —
doorstepdeliveryof ration—will
start. At present, people have to

stand in lines, deal with several
issues such as rudeness and
shops being shut. Under this
scheme, people will be able to
get ration at home. If you have to
get 25 kg wheat and 10 kg rice,
it will be sent to your doorstep,”
he said.
The long-awaited health
cards, under which the medical
history of patients will be available to all hospitals digitally, will
also start by the end of the year,
the CM said.
“The health department has
worked wonders. We will soon
issue health cards for all people
and to begin with, this will be
startedingovernmenthospitals.
A health ID will be created. One
won’tneedanyslips.Yourhealth
records will be on that card.
When you go to hospital, you
won’t have to stand in line. You
can book appointments online
and on the phone. The doctor
willbewaitingforyouatthedesignated hour,” he said.
In the evening, Kejriwal also
unveiled the Ashoka Pillar at the
Delhi Assembly.

North MCD raises fines
on illegal cattle shelters
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

THENORTHMCDhasdecidedto
levy a fine of Rs 5,000 on illegal
cattle shelters in its jurisdiction
after an internal survey found
266 illegal dairies operating in
North Delhi.
“As per a National Green
Tribunal order, the corporation
has the power to levy fines.
Challans up to Rs 5,000 could be
levied on those running illegal
cattle shelters,” said Leader of
the house, North MCD, Yogesh
Verma,addingthatillegaldiaries
cause environmental degradation as they don’t follow waste
disposal norms.
He said this will help control
the menace of stray cattle on
roads.
According to Verma, illegal
diaries are fined between Rs 100
and Rs 500 as of now but this
was not acting as a deterrent.
Since 2019, the North MCD
has issued 956 challans against
illegal dairy owners, apart from
writing to police to register FIRs
and to the Delhi Jal Board to cut
their water supply. Butthe problem has snowballed, with stray
cattle clogging traffic at several

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER TRANS. LINE MAINTT.
DIV-IV, JKPTCL, AMBEDKAR CHOWK, JAMMU J&K
Email: extlcd2@gmail.com, Ph/Fax: 0191-2453427
SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
E-NIT No: TLMD-IV/J/09 of 2020-21
Dated: 21.01.2021

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of J&K Union Territory, Short Term (Item Rate Based) E-Tenders are invited by the
Executive Engineer, TLMD-IV, Jammu , online from approved and reputed/registered contractors/Transporters/ firms dealing with
job for hiring of private vehicle i.e (Rate contract) under two cover system, Cover 1 consisting of technical bid and Cover 2 consisting of financial bid having sufficient experience, for the Supervision of ongoing works of 132KV D/C Hiranagar-Battal Manwal
Trans. Line in accordance with terms & conditions and specifications described in the tender documents.
Sr.
No.
1.

1.

Name of the Tender
Rate contract for Providing of Light inspection Vehicle such as Mahindra
Bolero, Innova, Chevrolet Tavera, Scorpio etc. of make not before 2015
Model on hire charge including P.O.L. for an average run of 2000 Km
per month, (mileage exceeding 2000 Km shall be paid extra at the quoted rates). Salary of Driver, Toll Tax and expenses for repair and maintenance etc. of Vehicle shall be paid by the Firm, the quoted rate should
be Firm and should be on monthly rent basis (Rate contract), for official
use of Executive Engineer TLMD-IV, Jammu for Supervision of ongoing works 132KV D/C Hiranagar-Battal Manwal Trans. Line.

Cost of Tender
Document (in Rs.)

Earnest
Money

Tender Receiving
Authority

500/-

1000/-

Executive Engineer,
TLMD-IV,
Ambedkar Chowk,
Jammu

The bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http:/jktenders.gov.in from 23.01.2021 at 10.00 A.M to
06.02.2021 upto 1600 Hrs.
Sd/

No.: TLMD-IV/J/2767-69
DIPJ-3813

Dated:- 21.01.2021

Executive Engineer
Trans Line Maintt. Division-IV, JKPTCL Jammu

North body officials feel the move will also help control the
menace of stray cattle on the roads. Archive
locations, including prominent
markets.
Cattle seen on roads are
mostlybulls,malecalvesorcows
that have stopped producing
milk. Most are abandoned by
owners and illegal dairies after
they stop being of economic
value.
Besides, the North MCD has
decided to collect taxes from
paying guest accommodations
in their jurisdiction to improve
its finances. North MCD standing committee head Chail Bihari
Goswamisaidasurveywouldbe

done to ascertain the number of
PGs in the area.
“This would help us know
how many such establishments
are there in Delhi and if they pay
property tax or not. They will
have to register with the civic
body and pay some amount as
they are engaged in commercial
activity,” he said, adding that no
extra charge is taken from them
at the moment.
There are thousands of PGs
running across North Delhi, especially in areas around Delhi
University’s North Campus.

REMEMBRANCE
No 9426472P Rfn Rahul Thapa, martyr of 1/11
Gorkha Rifles (BATALIK) left for his heavenly abode
in an unfortunate accidental death during Boxing
practice in Binnaguri, West Bengal on 27th Jan
2015. The brave soldier will always be remembered
for his raw courage and indomitable team spirit. To
RFN RAHUL this braveheart we pledge that we shall always be
guided by his immortal spirit and make his name
THAPA
proud.
CO AND ALL RANKS, 1/11 GORKHA RIFLES
(BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE)
(BATALIK)
REMEMBRANCE
No 9412902K Rfn Bhim Bahadur Limbu, SM
(Posthumous) martyr of 1/11 Gorkha Rifles
(BATALIK) made the supreme sacrifice during
an expedition to the ‘Mt Jonsang Peak’ 7459 Mtr
(24,472 ft) in North Sikkim at the tri junction of
India, Nepal and Tibet on 26 Jan 1985 in a true
act of valour. The brave soldier will always be
remembered for his enthusiasm, dedication,
RFN BHIM
BAHADUR
devotion to duty and indomitable team spirit. To
LIMBU, SM
this braveheart we pledge that we shall
(POSTHUMOUS) always be
guided by his immortal
spirit and make his name proud.
CO AND ALL RANKS, 1/11 GORKHA RIFLES
(BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE)
(BATALIK)

Haryana Medical Services Corporation Limited
(A Government of Haryana Undertaking)
Bays No 59-62, Sector 2, Panchkula.
Phone: 01722567945

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT)

Tender Enquiry No.: 147/Tend/GPB/2020-21/3/4-A
Online Tender for the Rate Contract for the supply of Medicine to
Various Hospitals of Government of Haryana for a Period of Two
Years for “Group B” Medicine and documents can be downloaded from 22.01.2021onwards on e-procurement portal
www.etenders.hry.nic.in.
1533/7/HRY

New Delhi

For Managing Director
HMSCL, Panchkula
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R-Day honour

PADMA BHUSHAN
KRISHNAN NAIR
SHANTAKUMARI CHITHRA

Covid ward doctor to singer, physicist to
transgender folk artist, a look at Padma awardees

PADMA VIBHUSHAN

ART, KERALA

Playback singer and Carnatic musician,
she was honoured with the Padma Shri
in 2005. Has received honours from
several countries including US, UK.

TARUN GOGOI

NRIPENDRA MISRA

SHINZO ABE

(POSTHUMOUS)
PUBLIC AFFAIRS, ASSAM

He was the first Japanese PM to be Chief Guest at the
Republic Day parade in 2014. As Japan’s leader, he was
wooed both by the UPA under Dr Manmohan Singh
and the NDA under Narendra Modi.

A former Congress leader
who was three time Chief
Minister of Assam. He died
in November last year at the
age of 84.

Principal secretary to the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi from 2014-2019, Misra
also held posts for Telecom
Secretary and Fertilisers
Secretary.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS, JAPAN

CIVIL SERVICE, UTTAR PRADESH

CHANDRASHEKHAR
KAMBARA

LITERATURE AND EDUCATION,
KARNATAKA
A well-known Kannada
poet, playwright, folklorist
and director, he is a strong
proponent of educating
children in their native
languages.

SP
BALASUBRAMANIAM

DR BELLE MONAPPA
HEGDE

Popularly known as SPB,
his career spanned five
decades in the film and
stage music world with
hits in 16 languages,
many in Tamil and his
mother tongue Telugu.

Hegdeisadecorated
cardiologistandformer
vicechancellorof the
ManipalUniversity.He
hasinrecentyearsbeena
criticof modernmedicine
andaproponentof
alternativemedicine.

(POSTHUMOUS)
ART, TAMIL NADU

MAULANA
WAHIDUDDIN KHAN
OTHERS (SPIRITUALISM),
DELHI

A noted Islamic scholar,
Khan has penned several
books while advocating
social harmony and
interfaith dialogue. He
was conferred the
Padma Bhushan in 2000.

MEDICINE,KARNATAKA

NARINDER SINGH
KAPANY

B B LAL

SUDARSHAN SAHOO

Lal had led an excavation
team at the Ram
Janmabhoomi site and
pointed to the presence
of temple-like structures
below the Babri Masjid.
He received the Padma
Bhushan in 2000.

An eminent sculptor
from Puri district,
Sahoo is the founder of
the Sudarshan Arts
and Crafts Village in
Bhubaneswar. The
artist was also
awarded the Padma
Shri in 1988.

OTHERS(ARCHAEOLOGY),
DELHI

ART, ODISHA

(POSTHUMOUS) PUBLIC AFFAIRS,
BIHAR

Subbu Arumugam
Art, Tamil Nadu
Prakasarao Asavadi
Literature and Education,
Andhra Pradesh
Bhuri Bai
Art, Madhya Pradesh
Well-known painter
of Bhil art form
Radhe Shyam Barle
Art, Chhattisgarh
Barle is an exponent of
Panthi, a folk dance form.
He holds an MBBS degree.
Dharma Narayan Barma
Literature and Education
West Bengal
Lakhimi Baruah
Social Work, Assam
Baruah founded an all
women bank in 1998 to help
underprivileged women.
Biren Kumar Basak
Art, West Bengal
Rajni Bector
Trade and Industry, Punjab
Peter Brook
Art, United Kingdom
Sangkhumi Bualchhuak
Social Work, Mizoram
Gopiram Bargayn
Burabhakat
Art, Assam
Bijoya Chakravarty
Public Affairs, Assam
BJP leader from Assam,
former MP of Guwahati
Sujit Chattopadhyay
Literature and Education,
West Bengal
former headmaster who after his retirement turned his
house into a classroom for
underprivileged students
Jagdish Chaudhary
(Posthumous)
Social Work, Uttar Pradesh
Tsultrim Chonjor
Social Work, Ladakh
Mouma Das
Sports, West Bengal
Srikant Datar
Literature and Education
United States of America
Narayan Debnath
Art, West Bengal
He had written and illustrated serialised comic strip
Handa Bhonda

Chutni Devi
Social Work, Jharkhand
A victim of witchhunting,
she later helped others who
faced similar harassment
Dulari Devi
Art, Bihar
Renowned Mithila painter
from Madhubani
Radhe Devi
Art, Manipur
Shanti Devi
Social Work, Odisha
Wayan Dibia
Art, Indonesia
Dadudan Gadhavi
Literature & Education
Gujarat
A native of Saurashtra region, he is popularly known
as Kavi Dad in Gujarat
Parshuram Atmaram
Gangavane
Art, Maharashtra
Puppeteer who has worked
for preservation of the
Chitrakathi folk art
Jai Bhagwan Goyal
Literature and Education
Haryana
Jagadish Chandra Halder
Literature and Education
West Bengal
Mangal Singh Hazowary
Literature and Education
Assam
Anshu Jamsenpa
Sports, Arunachal Pradesh
Purnamasi Jani
Art, Odisha
Matha B. Manjamma Jogati
Art, Karnataka
Damodaran Kaithapram
Art, Kerala
Lyricist, music director and
script writer in Malayalam
film industry.
Namdeo C Kamble
Literature and Education
Maharashtra

Rangasami
Lakshminarayana Kashyap
Literature and Education
Karnataka
Prakash Kaur
Social Work, Punjab
Awarded for social service
towards girls abandoned on
roads. Runs a home that
which houses 80-odd girls.
Nicholas Kazanas
Literature and Education
Greece
K Kesavasamy
Art, Puducherry
Ghulam Rasool Khan
Art, Jammu and Kashmir
Lakha Khan
Art, Rajasthan
Khan is known as the
greatest exponent of
sindhi sarang, a 26- string
instrument
Sanjida Khatun
Art, Bangladesh
Vinayak Vishnu Khedekar
Art, Goa
Niru Kumar
Social Work, Delhi
Lajwanti
Art, Punjab
Rattan Lal
Science and Engineering
United States of America
Ali Manikfan
Others-Grassroots
Innovation
Lakshadweep
Ramachandra Manjhi
Art, Bihar
Dulal Manki
Art, Assam
Nanadro B Marak
Others- Agriculture
Meghalaya
Rewben Mashangva
Art, Manipur
Chandrakant Mehta
Literature and Education
Gujarat

Maheshbhai & Shri
Nareshbhai Kanodia (Duo)
(Posthumous)
Art, Gujarat
Legends in Gujarati film and
music industry, Mahesh and
Naresh were elected several
times to Lok Sabha and
Vidhan Sabha, respectively.

Shyam Sundar Paliwal
Social Work, Rajasthan

Rajat Kumar Kar
Literature and Education
Odisha

Chandrakant Sambhaji
Pandav
Medicine, Delhi

Dr Rattan Lal Mittal
Medicine, Punjab
Madhavan Nambiar
Sports, Kerala
Was the coach of ace
Indian athlete P T Usha

NEWDELHI,JANUARY25

ALLTHE20soldierswhohaddied
fighting the Chinese troops in
hand-to-handcombatatGalwan
Valley in eastern Ladakh on June
15 have been awarded gallantry
awards posthumously.

First voted MLA in 1969,
Paswan served as Union
minister with six PMs — VP
Singh to Narendra Modi. He
is counted among tallest
Dalit leaders and was the
patriarch of the LJP.

Former Lok Sabha speaker and eight
term MP from Indore, Mahajan also
served as a Union Minister of State
from 1999-2004. She is the second
woman to be elected LS Speaker.

KESHUBHAI PATEL

(POSTHUMOUS) PUBLIC AFFAIRS,
GUJARAT

RAJNIKANT DEVIDAS
SHROFF
TRADE AND
INDUSTRY,MAHARASHTRA

The BJP’s first chief minister
in Gujarat when it captured
power in 1995, Patel was
revered as a leader among
Patidars. He died while
recovering from Covid 19
last year.

Mumbai-based founder of
United Phosphorus Limited
(UPL), an chemical
production company. He is
popularly hailed as India’s
‘crop protection king’.

KALBE SADIQ

TARLOCHAN SINGH

Founder of the Tauheedul
Muslimeen Trust, Kalbe
Sadiq was an Islamic
scholar, reformer,
educationist, philanthropist
and preacher. He died in
November last year.

Rajya Sabha MP from
Haryana, he served in top
positions at the National
Commission for Minorities
2000-2006. He was also a
Member, National Human
Rights Commission from
2003-2006.

(POSTHUMOUS) OTHERSSPIRITUALISM, UP

PUBLIC AFFAIRS, HARYANA

Dr J N Pande
(Posthumous)
Medicine, Delhi
Solomon Pappaiah
Literature and EducationJournalism
Tamil Nadu
Pappammal
Others- Agriculture, Tamil
Nadu
Dr Krishna Mohan Pathi
Medicine, Odisha
Jaswantiben Jamnadas
Popat
Trade and Industry
Maharashtra
Girish Prabhune
Social Work, Maharashtra
Nanda Prusty
Literature and Education
Odisha
K K Ramachandra Pulavar
Art, Kerala
Balan Putheri
Literature and Education
Kerala
Birubala Rabha
Social Work, Assam

50 books. He is known for
tribal literature
Ram Yatna Shukla
Literature and Education
Uttar Pradesh
Jitender Singh Shunty
Social Work, Delhi
Kartar Paras Ram Singh
Art, Himachal Pradesh
Kartar Singh
Art, Punjab

NEWDELHI,JANUARY25

Mridula Sinha
(Posthumous)
Literature and Education
Bihar
Former Goa governor,
known for works such as
Jyon mehandi ko rang (novel).

Satyaram Reang
Art, Tripura

Marachi Subburaman
Social Work, Tamil Nadu

Dr Dhananjay Diwakar
Sagdeo
Medicine, Kerala

P Subramanian
(Posthumous)
Trade and Industry
Tamil Nadu

Roman Sarmah
Literature and EducationJournalism, Assam
Imran Shah
Literature and Education
Assam
Prem Chand Sharma
Others- Agriculture
Uttarakhand
Arjun Singh Shekhawat
Literature and Education
Rajasthan
Has written or edited over

FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com
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Virender Singh
Sports, Haryana

Guru Maa Kamali Soren
Social Work, West Bengal

Chaman Lal Sapru
(Posthumous)
Literature and Education
Jammu and Kashmir

FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

tempt to prevent the 2019
Pulwama attack. Both died while
performing their duties.
According to CRPF, on
February 14, 2019, when the attack took place, ASI Mohan Lal of
the 110 bttn was the picket commanderoftheroadopeningparty
at Lethpora in Pulwama on the
Jammu–Srinagar
National
Highway.Atabout3.10pm,Lalnoticed a car running alongside the
CRPFconvoypassingthroughthe
area and trying to enter between
theconvoyvehicles.“Lal...rushed
to stop the suspicious vehicle...
Ultimately, finding no other option, he fired towards the suspicious car to stop, but the car
rammed into a nearby running
CRPF bus, and a huge blast took
place,” Lal’s citation reads.
CBI Joint Directors Sampat
Meena and Vineet Vinayak are
among six officers from the
agency who have been awarded
Distinguished Service medals.
Meena supervised investigations into the Hathras case, while
VinayakledtheprobeintotheallegedRoshnilandscaminJammu
and Kashmir.

Sudha Hari Narayan Singh
Sports, Uttar Pradesh

Bombay Jayashri Ramnath
Art, Tamil Nadu

Sindhutai Sapkal
Social Work, Maharashtra

The awards to these soldiers
compriseoneMahaVirChakra,four
Vir Chakras and 15 Sena Medals.
Onesoldierwhosurvivedtheclash
hasbeenawardedaVirChakra.
Late Colonel B Santosh Babu,
commanding officer of the 16
Biharregimentthatwaspostedin
Galwan Valley near Patrolling
Point 14 has been awarded the
MahaVirChakra,thesecondhighest military award.
ThefiveVirChakraawardeesoldiers for the Galwan fight include
Naib Subedar Nuduram Soren,
Havildar K Palani, Naik Deepak
Singh,andSepoyGurtejSingh,who
havebeenawardedposthumously,
andHavildarTejinderSingh.
Subedar Sanjiv Kumar of the
Parachute Regiment has been
awardedtheKirtiChakraposthumouslyforanoperationonApril4,
inKeranSectorofJ&K“tointercept
andeliminateaninfiltrationtrack
of Pakistan sponsored terrorists”.
Four CRPF personnel have
beenawardedKirtiChakras.They
include Deputy Commandant
Rahul Mathur and three personnel awarded posthumously —
Inspector Pintu Kumar Singh,
Head Constable Shyam Narain
SinghYadavaandConstableVinod
Kumar.

(Clockwise from top left)
ITBP IG Deepam Seth,
CRPF’s ASI Mohan Lal, CBI
Joint Directors Sampat
Meena and Vineet Vinayak

Chandra Shekhar Singh
Others-Agriculture
Uttar Pradesh

K C Sivasankar
(Posthumous)
Art, Tamil Nadu

Dr Bhupendra Kumar
Singh Sanjay
Medicine, Uttarakhand

(Clockwisefromtopleft)ColB
SantoshBabu,HavildarK
Palani,SepoyGurtejSingh,
NaibSubedarNuduramSoren

THE ITBP IG negotiating with
ChinesePLAinLadakh,aCRPFASI
who chased and fired at the
bomb-ladencarthatkilled40security personnel in the 2019
Pulwamaattack,andtwoCBIofficers who supervised probes into
the Hathras gangrape-and-murder and the Jammu and Kashmir
RoshniActcasesareamongmore
than 900 awardees of gallantry
and service medal awards this
Republic Day.
The J&K Police among state
policeforcesandtheCRPFamong
central armed police forces
(CAPFs)haveonceagaincornered
the lion’s share of gallantry
medals. Of the 205 Police Medals
forGallantry(PMG)thisyear,J&K
has bagged 52, while CRPF has
been conferred 68. BSF has
bagged 20 such medals.
ITBP IG Deepam Seth, who
heads the force’s North West
Frontier, is among the 89 recipients of the President’s Police
Medal for Distinguished Service.
An IPS officer of the Uttarakhand
cadre, Seth has been part of all
CorpsCommanderlevelmeetings
heldbetweenIndianandChinese
forces since June last year in
Ladakh as a representative of the
Ministry of Home Affair. He also
ledtheforceintherescueofArmy
soldiers during the Galwan clash
inJunelastyear,andwasalsopart
of operations when Indian forces
madeapre-emptivemoveonthe
South Bank of Pangong Tso in
August-September, 2020 and
took certain advantageous positions at Rezang La.
Only two President’s Police
MedalforGallantry(PPMG)have
beenconferredthisyear,withone
awarded to Jharkhand Police ASI
Banua Oraon for an anti-Maoist
operationin2018andtheotherto
CRPF’s ASI Mohan Lal for his at-

Tie your ideas with action:
PM to Bal Puraskar awardees

Dr Dilip Kumar Singh
Medicine, Bihar

Kanaka Raju
Art, Telangana

Ashok Kumar Sahu
Medicine, Uttar Pradesh

In medals list: CRPF
man who tried to stop
Pulwama bomber;
Hathras probe officer
DEEPTIMANTIWARY

PUBLIC AFFAIRS, MP

PADMA SHRI
Rama Swamy Annavarapu
Art, Andhra Pradesh

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

SUMITRA MAHAJAN

(POSTHUMOUS)
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING,
USA
Kapany laid the
foundation for high
speed internet
technology. He had more
than 100 patents in his
name.

RAM VILAS PASWAN

Gallantry awards for
all 20 soldiers killed in
Galwan Valley clash

Nidumolu Sumathi
Art, Andhra Pradesh
Kapil Tiwari
Literature and Education
Madhya Pradesh
Father Vallés
(Posthumous)
Literature and Education
Spain
Dr Thiruvengadam
Veeraraghavan
(Posthumous)
Medicine, Tamil Nadu
Sridhar Vembu
Trade and Industry
Tamil Nadu
K Y Venkatesh
Sports, Karnataka
Usha Yadav
Literature and Education
Uttar Pradesh
Col Quazi Sajjad Ali Zahir
Public Affairs, Bangladesh

NEWDELHI,JANUARY25

HUNDREDS OF stories of resilienceemergedduringthelockdown,whichpushedlakhsofmigrant workers and their families
fromtheircitydwellingstomake
seemingly-impossible journeys
back to their home states.
Jyoti Kumari’s was one such
story -- the 16-year-old cycled
1,200 km from Haryana’s
Sikandarpur to her village in
Bihar’sDarbhangawithherailing
fatherridingpillion.Thestorycaptured the imagination of the
country, with offers from the
CyclingFederationof India,political party LJP wanting to fund her
education and even the announcementof afilmtobemade
on her called Atmanirbhar.
On Monday, Jyoti was one of
32childrenfromacrossthecountry who virtually received the
Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar (PMRBP) award from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Selectedfrom32districtsof21
statesandUTs,sevenawardshave
been given in the field of Art and
Culture, nine have been given for
Innovation and five for scholastic
achievements. Seven children
have won in the sports category,
three have been felicitated for
bravery and one child has been
honoured for her efforts in the
field of social service. Each award
carries a medal, a cash prize of Rs
1 lakh, a certificate and a citation.
Jyoti received her award for
bravery.
ThePrimeMinisterinteracted
with a number of the awardees
viavideoconferencing,congratulating them and saying that this
year’sawardswereespeciallysig-

PTI

PM Narendra Modi interacts
with the awardees via video
conference in Delhi; Jyoti
Kumari (16), who cycled
1,200 km from Haryana to
her village in Bihar with her
ailing father riding pillion,
was among the 32 awardees
ANI

nificant as the recipients “earned
them in the difficult times of
Covid-19 pandemic”.
Calling the achievements of
the awardees astonishing, the
Prime Minister further said that
thefuturescientists,sportspeople,
CEOs and leaders of the country
would come from among them.
“You will receive many congratulations,mentionsinmediareportsandeveninterviewsafterthis.
But remember to tie your ideas
withactionandcontinuetomake
effortsandtakeaction.Whenever
a cause has been somehow connectedwithchildren,ithasalways
been successful. Even during the
pandemic, the movement for
washing hands gained popularity
amongchildrenandwastherefore
successful,”Modisaid.
ThePrimeMinisteralsoasked
the children to make three
pledges--apledgeofconsistency,
that is, no slackening of speed of
the action; a pledge for the country,toworkforthecountry;anda

New Delhi

pledge of humility.
Kaamya Karthikeyan, a 13year-old mountaineer from
Mumbai, said that she had held
numerous webinars during the
lockdown, encouraging others to
become climbers and as soon as
thelockdownended.Karthikeyan
was interacting with Modi from
JammuandKashmir’sBaramulla,
where she has started her training to be able to climb Mount
Denali,thehighestpeakintheUS
state of Alaska, in June.
Others who interacted with
the Prime Minister included 16year-old archer from Jharkhand
SavitaKumari,15-year-oldpainter
from Manipur Venish Keisham,
15-year-old Rakeshkrishna from
Karnataka for the invention of a
machinethatenablesfastsowing
ofseedsandpreserves50percent
water and 17-year-old Mohd
Shadab from Uttar Pradesh’s
Aligarh, who works for women’s
empowerment and wants to
work in human rights at the UN.
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FARMERS’ PROTEST

DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

R-DayvenuesofHaryana
CM,ministersshifted
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

TECH TROUBLES

WITHMANYlawyers,governmentlawofficersandevensome
judges complaining about technical glitches during virtual
hearings in the Supreme Court, apparently due to software
inconsistencies, Justice D Y Chandrachud, who heads the eCommittee of the court, on Monday said the process of roping in a private player to handle the video-conferencing platform is on. Tenders had been floated and the plan is due to be
completed soon, he said during a hearing.

LOUD SILENCE

CONGRESS MP Ravneet Singh Bittu Sunday said he was attacked by a group of people at the Singhu border when he
went to participate in the Jan Sansad organised by various
organisations at Guru Tegh Bahadur Memorial on farmers’
issues. He had said it was a plot to kill him. But even 24 hours
after the incident, no senior Congress leader, or the AICC, has
commented on this. The Congress, which had come out in
support of the farmer’s protests, appeared to be too cautious.

NEW POSTING
AFGHANISTAN HAS appointed Farid Mamundzay as the next
Ambassador to India. He will replace incumbent Tahir Qadiry.
Prior to this appointment, Mamundzay served as a senior political advisor to the Afghan National Security Council. He has
also served as Deputy Director General at the Independent
Directorate of Local Governance in Afghanistan. Chargé
d'Affaires of the Afghani embassy in India, Tahir Qadiry, is
headedtoPoland.FormerAfghanenvoytoIndia,ShaidaAbdali
has been appointed as ambassador to Japan.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

HARYANA CHIEF Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar will be unfurlingthenationalflaginPanchkulanowonRepublicDayinstead
ofinPanipat,asscheduledearlier.
A revised schedule changing the
venuesofunfurlingofthenational
flag by the CM and other ministerswasissuedMonday.Whileno
officialreasonwasgiven,thenew
venues avoid districts such as
Sonipat,Hisar,Palwal,Fatehabad,
Rohtak, Kaithal, Jind, Charkhi
Dadri and Sirsa, where massive
mobilisation is on for the tractor
parade by protesting farmers in
Delhi on January 26.
Therevisedschedule,released
by the office of Haryana Chief
SecretaryVijaiVardhan,addsthat
"in case, due to any reason, the
dignitaries could not reach their
designated venues, then the
DeputyCommissioneroftheconcerneddistrictshallunfurlthenational flag". The deputy commissioners will also unfurl the flag in
districtsnotcoveredbyministers
under the revised schedule.
Earlier, the venue for Haryana
Governor S N Arya to unfurl the
national flag had been shifted
fromPanchkulatotheRajBhavan,
citing the Covid-19 situation.
Sayingtheyhadtightenedsecurity around all venues, a senior
HaryanaofficertoldTheIndianExpress,“Althoughthefarmerunions
have issued an appeal not to disrupt Republic Day events, we are
nottakinganychances.WhathappenedinAmbalaorKaimlainKarnal earlier was serious. No known

WHILE THE Shiv Sena has been
vocal through its party mouthpiece Saamana in its criticism of
the BJP government’s farm laws,
thepartywasconspicuousforthe
absence of its prominent leaders
at Monday’s farmers’ protest at
Mumbai’s Azad Maidan.
Its allies NCP and Congress
came out in support of the
protest. While NCP chief Sharad
Pawar addressed the farmers,
Congress was represented by its
state president Balasaheb
Thorat.
Sena, however, chose to send
Rahul Londhe, a journalistturned Yuva Sena functionary as
its representative.
Sourcessaidthatadelegation
of farmers’ leaders had met
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, who had advised them to organise farmers
in groups at various locations
andaddressthemthroughvideo
conferencing.
Thackeray had also assured
the delegation that his son and
Minister Aaditya Thackeray
would come to Azad Maidan to
extend support.
While the organisers of the
protestsaidthattheywerehopeful till Monday that Aaditya
would attend, he cited his busy
schedule and did not attend.
The Sena also claimed that
the decision of not sending a
senior leader was a way to avoid
large gatherings during the
times of Covid-19 pandemic.

DIPANKAR GHOSE

BENGALURU, JANUARY 25

AHMEDABAD, RAJKOT,
JANUARY 25

VISHWAS WAGHMODE

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

TAKING A cue from the farmers’
tractoragitationinDelhi,various
associationsof ryotsinKarnataka
have geared up for a similar rally
here on the occasion of Republic
Day on Tuesday.
“Ourstrugglewillbepeaceful.
Ourobjectiveislimitedtoconveying our message to the governmentandthepeopleofthestate,”
Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha
president Kodihalli Chandrashekar said, adding 500 tractors
arelikelytoparticipateintherally.

THETRINAMOOLCongress(TMC)
NEARLY300farmersfromdifferMonday demanded that the
entpartsof Gujarataremarching
CentrebringinaBillintheupcomto Delhi to participate in a tractor
ing Parliament session to repeal
rallybyfarmersprotestingagainst
thethreefarmlaws,andsaidthere
the Centre’s three new farm.
was “no other shortcut”. TMC
The farmers have gathered
leaders said they were confident
under the banner of Gujarat
that the 2021 Assembly polls
Samajik Manch and are exwouldthrowupvictoriesfornonpectedtoreachDelhibyMonday
BJP parties in Tamil Nadu, West
night or Tuesday morning. They
Bengal and Kerala, and that the
gathered at Abu Road in
“real big election” would be in
Rajasthan from where they
2024 for the “idea of India”.
started for Delhi.
At a press meet, TMC MPs
Derek O’Brien and Saugata Ray
said the party’s stance on farm
laws had been consistent. “In this
newsessionofParliament,thegovernmentmustbringaBilltorepNew Delhi: The Centre plans to will be notified.
Vehicles like strong hybrids, eal those three laws. There is no
notify a system of imposing a
“green tax” on older vehicles in electric vehicles and those run- other shortcut. There is no other
a move to disincentivise the use ning on alternate fuels like CNG, legislativewayofdoingit.Thenaof polluting vehicles and curb ethanol and LPG will be ex- tion watched as democracy was
empted while the revenue col- murdered in Rajya Sabha especipollution in the country.
Union Road Transport and lectedthrough thegreen tax will ally, the Trinamool’s motion was
HighwaysMinisterNitinGadkari be utilised for tackling pollution, not even voted on. Five days to go
has approved the proposal and the Ministry of Road Transport forParliament,weareagainstthis
thecentrehassentittothestates and Highways said in a state- ordinance ordinance business,”
ENS O’Briensaid.
for consultation after which it ment on Monday.
The MPs
said that in
dk;kZy; eq[; egkizcU/kd] fuekZ.k foax
West Bengal,
mÙkjk[k.M is;ty¼mRrjk[k.M
lalk/ku
fodkl ,oa fuekZ.k fuxe
TMC was foljdkj dk midze½

Soon, ‘green tax’ for older vehicles
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E-mail:- cgmnirmanwing@Yahoo.com, gmnirmanwing@gmail.com
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MUMBAI, JANUARY 25

Farmers in Samalkha, Haryana, move towards Delhi. Jaipal Singh
farmleaderwaspresentthere,thoseweremiscreantsattheground
level.Arepeatcannotberuledout."
On December 8, during the
BharatBandhcallgivenbyfarmer
unions, Khattar had to cancel a
programme in Padha village of
Karnal after villagers vandalised
hishelipadareaandtentspitched
for it. On December 24, Khattar’s
cavalcade was attacked by an agitated mob holding farm union
flagsinAmbala.OnJanuary10,the
CM was forced to return without
holding a Kisan Mahapanchayat
programme in Kaimla village after protesters had entered the
venue and damaged the helipad
where he was meant to land.
Thousands of tractors are on
their way to Delhi from across
HaryanafortheRepublicDayparade planned against the farm
laws.OnMonday,Khattarchaired
ahigh-levelmeetingtoassessthe
security situation, attended by
Deputy CM Dushyant Chautala,
Haryana DGP Manoj Yadava and
intelligence chief Alok Mittal,
among other senior officers.

fnukad 25-01- 2021

bl dk;kZy; dh bZ fufonk la0 2668@fufonk (x0) @405 fnukad 26-10-2020 ds }kjk
vkefU=r Empanelment of Consultants for Architectural / Structural Design of
Buildings proposed at different places in Uttarakhand State/ Other / U.T.

ftldh fufonk vkbZ0Mh0 2020_MDPEY_27153_1 gS] dks vifjgk;Z dkj.kksa ls fujLr dh
tkrh gS A
egkizcU/kd (x<+oky)
GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION, BHANDARA
(Phone No. 07184-252412)

E-TENDER NOTICE No. 26 of 2020-2021
Online e-tenders in B-1 forms for following works are invited by the
Executive Engineer, Public Works Division, Bhandara from the elligible contractors.
Tender document may be downloaded at Govt. Website https://mahatenders.gov.in. Rights
to accept or reject the tender without assigning any reason reserve with Executive
Engineer, Public Works Division, Bhandara.
Sr. Name of Works
Estt. Cost Earnest
Cost of
Class of
No.
(Rs. in Money (Rs. E-Tender Contractor
Lakhs)
in Lakhs) documents
1 Upgradation of 50-Bedded
49.60
0.25
524.00
Class-V-A
Hospital to 100-Bedded Hospital
&
at Sub-District Hospital, Sakoli
above
Dist. Bhandara.
2. Beautification of Lakhani City
41.87
0.21
524.00
Class-V-A
(Cemetery) Tal. Lakhani,
&
Dist. Bhandara.
above
3. Beautification of Lakhani City
42.37
0.21
524.00
Class-V-A
Muslim Cemetery. Tal. Lakhani,
&
Dist. Bhandara.
above
Note :- 1. Other terms & condition can be seen in the bidding documents.
2. The details tender notice can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the
e-tendering portal http://mahatenders.gov.in
3. The bidder shall submit the Hard Copy of Tender Document (Technical & Financial
Envelope) in Sealed Envelope with in 72 Hrs. on the last date of submission at the
office of tender opening authority.
Sd/Executive Engineer
Public Works Division Bhandara

E
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH,JANUARY25

The leaders whose Republic
Day venues have been shifted include Assembly Speaker and BJP
leader Gian Chand Gupta (Yamunanagar to Kurukshetra), TransportMinisterMoolChandSharma
(RewaritoBhiwani),PowerMinister and Independent MLA Ranjit
Singh (Bhiwani to Yamunangar),
Agriculture Minister J P Dalal
(Rohtak to Rewari), Cooperation
Minister Dr Banwari Lal (Nuh to
Karnal),WomanandChildDevelopment Minister Kamlesh Dhanda (Fatehabad to Nuh), Archaeology & Museums Minister and
JJP MLA Anoop Dhanak (Sirsa to
Faridabad) and Sports & Youth
Affairs Minister Sandeep Singh
(originallymeanttounfurlaflagin
Palwal, he is not on the revised
schedule). Deputy CM Chautala
willattendtheRepublicDayevent
atAmbala,asoriginallyscheduled,
andDeputySpeakerRanbirGangwa in Mahendragarh, Education
Minister Kanwar Pal in Gurgaon
and Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Om Prakash
Yadav in Jhajjar, as planned.

Govt should bring Bill to repeal
farm laws, no other shortcut: TMC

Farmers to hold
tractor rally
in Bengaluru

300 farmers
from Gujarat
march to Delhi

Sena sends
youth wing
functionary as
representative
to protest

2-pronged
strategy to
● counter BJP

THE TMC’S move to compare schemes of the
West Bengal government
and the Centre indicates
a two-pronged strategy
to counter the BJP. On
one hand, TMC is playing
up the insider-outsider
plank, trying to project
the BJP as a party that
does not respect Bengali
culture, and on the other,
it is looking to counter it
on governance by playing up the performance
of the Mamata Banerjee
government.
cusingonthegovernancemodelit
had implemented in the last
decade. “Let us compare the
farmer compensation when it
comes to Krishak Bandhu, and
compare it to the PM Kisan
(Samman Nidhi Yojana)... In
Bengal, 5,000 rupees per acre, in
PMKisan,1214rupeesperacre.In
Bengalthescopeisforallfarmers
under Krishak Bandhu. In PM
Kisan,it’sonlyforsmallandmar-

ginal farmers (with holdings) up
to two hectares. Coverage in
Bengal 100 per cent, PM Kisan 92
per cent,” O’Brien said.
TheMPsalsospokeoftheWest
Bengalgovernment’sDuareSarkar
scheme, which brings government schemes to the doorstep of
citizens, and said of those, the
Swasthya Saathischemewas one
of the most popular. “Who finances it? 100 per cent state government. Ayushmaan Bharat 60 per
cent centre, 40 per cent by the
states...Kanyashreestartedin2013
in Bengal against Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao. The scheme in Bengal is
targetedconditionalcashtransfer.
The Beti Bachao of 2015, there is
no well advertised outline.
Expenditure: Rs 9,400 crore for
one state of Bengal, Beti Bachao
Rs425croreforallIndia,”Raysaid.
O’Briensaidtherewasindeed
a“bigelection”approaching,butit
was in 2024 and not in 2021.
“Because the 2021 election,
thanks to the blessings of people
of Tamil Nadu, the people of
Bengal, people of Kerala, the BJP
will lose these three elections.
Assam from what our understanding is a close election. Why
wearesaying2024isthebigelection because we have to again
fightfortheConstitutionof India,
the idea of India,” O’Brien said.

‘SKIN TO SKIN CONTACT’

NCPCR asks
Maharashtra to
appeal against
HC ruling in
POCSO case
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

THE NATIONAL Commission for
ProtectionofChildRights(NCPCR)
has urged Maharashtra government to appeal against the ruling
of the Nagpur bench of Bombay
High Court, acquitting a man of
sexualassaultonthegroundsthat
pressingthebreastsofachildover
herclotheswithoutdirect“skinto
skin contact’’ does not constitute
sexual assault under POCSO Act.
“…If the prosecution had
made the submissions as per the
spirit of the POCSO Act, the accusedwouldnothavebeenacquitted from the serious offence
againsttheminor.Further,the remark “skintoskinwith sexualintentionwithoutpenetration’’also
needstobereviewedandtheState
shouldtakenoteofthisasitseems
tobederogatorytotheminorvictim,’’statestheletterfromNCPCR
ChairpersonPriyankKanoongoto
theMaharashtraChief Secretary.
“...the Commission being the
monitoring body under Section
44 of the POCSO Act, 2012, requestsyoutotakenecessarysteps
in the matter and file an urgent
Appeal against the aforesaid impugned judgement of HonourableHighCourt,’’theletteradds.
“Thejudgmentisalarmingon
so many levels in that it redefines
the term sexual assault that has
been laid down by POCSO Act.
‘Skin to skin contact’ is not mandated in the Act to define sexual
assault and the court has attempted to redefine the POCSO Act,”
KanoongotoldTheIndianExpress.
Meanwhile,
NCWchairperson for Rekha
Sharma
tweeted,
“NCW is challenging the
Honorable
Bombay High
Court, Nagpur
Bench judgement… this
judgementwill
not only have
cascading effect on various
provisions involving safety
and security of
womeningeneral but also
put all the
women under
ridicule and
has trivialized
the
legal
provisionsprovided by the
legislature...”

BSY rejigs cabinet
again, new portfolios
for some ministers
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 25

KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister B S
Yediyurappa on Monday carried
out a reallocation of portfolios to
four ministers to address the resentment among some ministers following a cabinet expansion last week.
With former law minister J C
Madhuswamy reportedly unhappy over being given the
Medical Education portfolio,
YediyurappaMondayinitiallyallocated the departments of
Tourism,
Ecology
and
EnvironmenttotheformerJD(U)
leader. Later in the day, he allocated the Minor Irrigation
Ministry to Madhuswamy and
gave the Tourism, Ecology and
Environmentportfoliostonewly
inducted minister C P
Yogeshwara.
Madhuswamy on Monday
told the media that he is likely to
resign as a minister after hoisting the national flag for Republic
Day in Tumkur district where he
is the minister in-charge. “I am
not a person who will hang
around when my self-esteem is
under attack. I will wait till
Tuesdaymorninganddecidemy
course of action,” Madhuswamy
said.
The threat of resignation by
Madhuswamy is also being seen
asanefforttoretainhisholdover
Tumkur region when the Chief
Minister appoints new ministers-in-charge for districts.
Meanwhile, the allocation of
Tourism,
Ecology
and

B S Yediyurappa
Environment portfolios, first to
Madhuswamy and then to
Yogeshwara, has left minister
AnandSingh,who was giventhe
portfolio last week, unhappy.
Chief minister Yediyurappa is
expected to mollify Singh by
making him in-charge of the
new Vijaynagar district which is
beingcarvedoutof theerstwhile
Ballari district at Singh’s instance.
Singh had last week expressed satisfaction with being
allocated the tourism and environment portfolios despite the
forestportfoliobeingtakenaway
from him. He has reportedly expressed unhappiness on the
changes affected on Monday
where he was granted the infrastructure development, Haj and
Wakf portfolios.
Health Minister Dr K
Sudhakar, who was upset last
week over Yediyurappa’s decision to take the Medical
Education portfolio from him
and hand it over to
Madhuswamy, was on Monday
handed back the Medical
Education portfolio.

Rahul alleges info on
Balakot strike leaked to
Arnab, targets Modi
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARUR (TN), JANUARY 25

CONGRESS LEADER Rahul
Gandhion Mondayallegedprior
information onIndia's air strikes
in Balakot in Pakistan in 2019
was “leaked” to Republic TV editor-in-chief ArnabGoswamiand
sought to blame Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for it.
It was also a “breach” of the
Official Secrets Act, he contended.
The Congress MP, however,
did not provideevidence to back
up his claim. The Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) also did
not immediately respond.
Gandhi, who made the claim
during his roadshow during the
final day of his three-day election campaign in poll-bound
Tamil Nadu, later reiterated it in
a brief media interaction.
“Some days ago, it came out
that a journalist knew about the

air strikes in Balakot. Three days
before the (Indian) Air Force
bombed Pakistan, an Indian
journalist was told it was going
to happen,” he said. This meant
the lives of our IAF pilots were
put at risk, he said.
“Now, five people in this
world knew about Balakot (air
strikes). Prime Minister of India,
theDefenceministerof India,the
National Security Adviser and
the Chief of the Air Force and the
Home Minister.”
“If itisnotthePrimeMinister
why has he not ordered an inquiry and said treason has taken
place. Somebody out of these
five people has put the Indian
nation, the Indian Air Force at
risk. I want to find out who it is,”
he told reporters later.
“The fact that this information is on WhatsApp and this
gentleman (Goswami) knows it
three days before... of course
Official Secrets Act has been
breached...”

Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad (right) with
Congress MP Jairam Ramesh (centre) and TMC MP Derek
O'Brien (left) during the National Voters’ Day celebrations. PTI

Indians should respect
right to vote, says Kovind
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

NOTINGTHEstrugglethatcountriesandpeopleworldwidehave
been through to attain democracy, President Ram Nath
Kovind, in his address on
National Voters’ Day Monday,
said that Indians should respect
their right to vote.
Addressing the event virtually, the President said, “I would
liketoremindthepeoplethatwe
should always respect the valuable right to vote... The right to
vote is not a simple right; people
aroundtheworldhavestruggled
a lot for this. Since independence, our Constitution has given
equal voting rights to all citizens
without any discrimination on
the basis of merit, religion, race,
caste. For this, we are indebted
to the makers of our
Constitution.”

New Delhi

Kovind also hailed the
ElectionCommission’scontribution ensuring free and fair elections, even during the Covid-19
pandemic.
The outgoing Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora said
thattheECwoulddrawonitsexperience of conducting the
country's first election during a
pandemic in Bihar to prepare for
the upcoming elections in four
states of Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Kerala and Assam, and
the Union Territory of
Puducherry. “We will leverage
the experience gained in the
Bihar election and ensure that
these elections are free, fair,
transparent, participative, ethical and safe,” he said.
Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad launched the Electronic
Electoral Photo Identity Card or
e-EPIC at the event.
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ARUNACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

The Executive Engineer, Chayangtajo Division, PWD,
Arunachal Pradesh, Chayangtajo invites on behalf of
Governor of Arunachal Pradesh online item rate bids in two
bid system for the following works:NIT No. CD/DRG-2/2018-19/01, Name of work:- C/o
Road with Bridge from Chayangtajo-Yangfo Road, from
(Sangri-Sangda Point) under Chayangtajo Circle to Wacha
Holling (Veo) via Sanglowa Bagang, Tarawa Yangfo &
Dadara under Sawa Circle on Indo-China Border, Length =
35 Km (Ph-1 0.00 Km to 4.00 Km), Estimated cost- Rs.
3551.16 Lakhs, Earnest money- Rs. 35,51,200.00 For
APST and Rs. 45, 51, 200.00 for Non- APST Contractors,
Periods of completion- 36 months & Last date and time
of submission of bid- 1600 Hours 15. 02.2020
The bid forms and other details can be downloaded from
the website https://www.arunachaltenders.gov.in from
1030 Hours of 02.02.2020. The Press Notice is also
available on www.arunachalpwd.org.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

GOVT. PRINTING AND STATIONERY, INDIRAVATI BHAWAN, BLOCK-I, SECOND
FLOOR, NAVA RAIPUR, ATAL NAGAR, Pin- 492002 CHHATTISHGARH
NOTICE FOR ONLINE TENDER
No. GB-II/Printing/(45)/2017-2018/877 Nava Raipur Atal Nagar, dated 22/1/2021
1.

LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX ¾FFÀF³F, ªFÕX ÀFaÀFF²F³F d½F·FF¦F

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¸Fb£¹F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
¸FWXF³FQe ¦FûQF½FSXe IYLXFSX, SXF¹F´FbSX, (LX.¦F.)

DIPR NO. ARN-16049-52

SHRI AMARNATHJI SHRINE BOARD
RECRUITMENT NOTICE
Applications for one post of General Manager (Works) on
Contractual Basis are invited. Eligible Civil Engineers may apply by
5th Feb. 2021 at Amarnathji Shrine Board, Chaitanya Ashram Talab,
Tillo, Jammu.
For detailed advertisement, eligibility etc., please visit our website.
www.shriamarnathjishrine.com.
Last Date: 5th February 2021
Sd
Addl. CEO
SASB-10

BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF

ARUNACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Chaitanya Ashram, Talab Tillo, Jammu
Ph: 0191-2555662, 2503399

eProcurement Portal : https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

The Executive Engineer, Chayangtajo Division, PWD,
Arunachal Pradesh, Chayangtajo invites on behalf of
Governor of Arunachal Pradesh online item rate bids
in single bid system for following work:1. NIT No. CD/DRG-2/RIDF/2018-19/01, Name of
work:- C/o Inter village road connectivity of a stretch
of 18 Km from Jayang Bagang to Paje Solung villages
Via Tasar Solung village and Tourist spot at Ryopo
Water Fall under RIDF- XXIII during 2017-18.
Estimated cost- Rs. 1790.49 Lakhs, Earnest moneyRs. 1790490.00 for APST & Rs. 2790490.00 for NonAPST Contractors, Period of completion- 36 months
& Last date and time of submission of bid- 15.
02.2020 1600 hrs.
The bid forms and other details can be downloaded
from the website https://arunachaltenders.gov.in
from 1030 hrs of 02.02.2020.
DIPR NO. ARN-16053-56

(´Fi±F¸F AF¸FaÂF¯F)

dÀFÀM¸F d³Fd½FQF IiY 70992/d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF IiY. 13/½FÕZXdÕX/2020-21, ¶FZ¸FZ°FSXF, dQ³FFaIY 25.01.2021

d³F¸³FdÕXdJ°F IYF¹FûÊ IZY dÕXE dQ³FFaIY 15.02.2021 17.30 °FIY AFG³F ÕXFBÊ³F
d³Fd½FQFEa AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`XÜ
IYF¹FÊ IYF ³FF¸F : ¶FZ¸FZ°FSXF dªFÕZX IZY d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ÀFFªFF IZY IbYSXQF J`SXF E³FeIYMX IY¸F
IYFªF½FZ IYF d³F¸FFÊ¯F IYF¹FÊÜ
A³Fb¸FFd³F°F ÕXF¦F°F: ÷Y. 277.58 ÕXFJ
A³¹F d½F½FSX¯F E½Fa d½FÀ°FÈ°F d³Fd½FQF LXØFeÀF¦FPX ¾FFÀF³F IYe BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZaMX-½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX

https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in. ´FSX dQ³FFaIY 01.02.2021 ÀF¸F¹F 17.31 ¶FªFZ ÀFZ QZJZ °F±FF

OXFDY³FÕXûOX dIY¹FZ ªFF ÀFIY°FZ W`XÜ
³FûMX: d³Fd½FQF ¸FZÔ ·FF¦F

ÕZX³FZ

WZX°Fb

NZXIZYQFSXûÔ

IYû

BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX-½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX

https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ´FSX ³FF¸FFadIY°F/´FaªFe¹F³F °F±FF ÕXûIY d³F¸FFÊ¯F d½F·FF¦F IYe EIYeIÈY°F

´FaªFe¹F³F ´Fi¯FFÕXe IZY Aa°F¦FÊ°F NZXIZYQFSX IYû CX´F¹FböY ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFe¹F³F IYSXF³FF Ad³F½FF¹FÊ W`XÜ
WXÀ°FF/-

IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF

86644

ªFÕX ÀFaÀFF²F³F ÀFa·FF¦F, ¶FZ¸FZ°FSXF
IÈY°FZ ¸Fb£¹F Ad·F¹Fa°FF ¸FWXF³FQe ¦FûQF½FSXe IYLXFSX,
ªFÕX ÀFaÀFF²F³F d½F·FF¦F, SXF¹F´FbSX, LX.¦F.

HARYANA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Haryana Undertaking)

Tenders are invited for RATE CONTRACT OF ALL TYPE OF PRINTING
AND PRINTABLE MEDIA OF PRINTING, PREPRESS AND POSTPRESS
REQUIREMENTS for printing works of government, semi government
department, boards etc. from printers in following three categories:a) Category 'A':- Printers must have at least 4 color sheet fed offset
machine of size 19"x25", 4 color web offset machine cut size-578mm
with folder facility and Binding unit in proper running condition.
(Ownership documents must be submitted ) Franchise is not allowed.
a) Category 'B':- Printers must have at least 4 color sheet fed offset
machine of size 19"x 25" and Binding unit in proper running condition.
(Ownership documents must be submitted) Franchise is not allowed.
b) Category 'C':- Printers must have complete screen printing unit and
self permanent establishment.
2. The details of specifications of printable materials etc. are given in the
Tender Form.
3. Rate of tender form for 'A' and 'B' and 'C' categories is Rs. 2000/- each.
Tender Form Fee should be deposited in form of DD from State Bank of
India or any Nationalized Bank in favor of Director, Govt. Printing and
Stationery, Chhattisgarh, Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar. Upload the Scanned
copy on website during tender process and physical copy must be submitted in Office of The Director, Govt. Printing and Stationery, Chhattisgarh,
Indravati Bhavan, Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar on or before date 15/03/2021
upto 3PM.
4. Detail Tender document along with eligibility criteria is available on website
https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in .
1. Online publication of tender
28-01-2021
2. Pre bid meeting
05-02-2021
3. Objection resolution
22-02-2021
4. Corrigendum publication
25-02-2021
5. Tender submission upto
15-03-2021 5:00 PM
6. Tender opening date and time
16-03-2021 11:00 AM
7. Sample submission date and time
15-03-2021 5:00 PM
Note:- for any query contact Mr. O.P.Aind Mo No- 7987892817 and Mr. Tarun
(Chips) 9826128498.
Sd/Director
Govt. Printing & stationary,
86609
Chhattisgarh Nava Raipur Atal Nagr

³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, ´fi¹ff¦fSXfªfÜ

Bays No. 59-62, Sector-2, Panchkula
Phone: 0172-2590608

IZY³Qie¹f IY¸fÊVff»ff d½f·ff¦f
BÊX-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT)

HMSCL invites e-tenders for two years Rate Contract
Blood Donation Van with provision of Two Donor Couches
Two Blood Collection Monitors Two Dielectric Tube Sealers,
Leucoreduction Filter Bed side for Packed Red Blood Cell,
Fully Automated Immunohematology Analyzer on the website www.etenders.hry/nic.in. Please see corrigendum if
any
regarding
these
tenders
on
the
website
www.etenders.hry.nic.in only.
Managing Director,
HMSCL, Panchkula.
1539/7/HRY

³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f, ´fi¹ff¦fSfªf I e d³f¸³f d½f½fS¯f A³fbÀffS ¸fVfe³fû I e ¹f±ff dÀ±fd°f ¸fS¸¸f°f °f±ff ¸fS¸¸f°f IZ C´fSf³°f Àf·fe ½ffW³fûÔ I f
03 ½f¿fÊ IZ I ¸´fiZWZ d³Vf½f ½ffd¿fÊI A³fbS Ãf¯f IZ I f¹fÊ WZ °fb d³f¸ffÊ°ff R ¸ffÊ ¹ff C³fIZ Ad²fIÈ °f Oe»fS R ¸ffÊ ÀfZ BÊ -d³fd½fQf Af¸fadÂf°f
I e ªff°fe W` , d½fÀ°fÈ°f d½f½fS¯f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf ½fZ¶fÀffBM ¸fZÔ C´f»f¶²f SWZ ¦ffÜ d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf CØfS ´fiQZVf I e BÊ -´fi¢¹fûS¸fZ³M I e
½fZ¶fÀffBM http://etender.up.nic.in ÀfZ ´fif´°f E½fa QZ£û ªff ÀfI °fZ W`Ô Ü d³fd½fQf IZ Àff±f ¸ffa¦f I e ¦f¹fe ªf¸ff³f°f I e ²f³fSfdVf
Àfe.Oe.AfS./ER .Oe.AfS. I e ÀI` ³f I fg´fe IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ Àfa»f¦³f I S³ff Ad³f½ff¹fÊ Wû¦ff, ªfû ´fi·ffSe Ad²fI fSe, I ¸fÊVff»ff, ³f¦fS
d³f¦f¸f, ´fi¹ff¦fSfªf IZ ³ff¸f ´»fZªO Wû¦ffÜ d¶f³ff ªf¸ff³f°f I e ²f³fSfdVf IZ d³fd½fQf A½f`²f ¸ff³fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ d³fd½fQf ´fiI fVf³f IZ
d³f²ffÊdS°f d°fd±f °fI d³fd½fQf Vfb»I I e ²f³fSfdVf ³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f, ´fi¹ff¦fSfªf IZ BaO ÀfB¯O ¶f`ÔI , dÀfd½f»f »ffB³Àf, ´fi¹ff¦fSfªf Vff£ff
¸fZÔ MZ ³OS I fgÀM £ff°ff Àfa£¹ff-100116210130 IFS Code-INDB0000124 ¸fZÔ ªf¸ff I S³ff Wû¦ffÜ dªfÀfI e SÀfeQ °f±ff
ªf¸ff³f°f ²f³fSfdVf I f Àfe.Oe.AfS./ER .Oe.AfS. I e ÀI` ³f I fg´fe d³fd½fQf IZ Àff±f A´f»fûO I S³ff Ad³f½ff¹fÊ Wû¦ffÜ C¢°f I e
A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf A½f`²f ¸ff³fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ dI Àfe ·fe Àf¸f¹f d³fd½fQf À½feIÈ °f/AÀ½feIÈ °f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS ³f¦fS Af¹fb¢°f
¸fWûQ¹f I û ÀfbS dÃf°f Wû¦ffÜ d³fd½fQf £fû»fZ ªff³fZ I e d°fd±f I û dI Àfe I fS¯f½fVf A½fI fVf Wû³fZ ´fS d³fd½fQf d°fd±f A¦f»ff I f¹fÊdQ½fÀf ¸ff³fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ

Delhi Transport Infrastructure
Development Corporation Ltd.

An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi
ISBT Kashmere Gate Delhi-110006

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD, DTIDC
Ltd. for the following works through e procurement solution only.
1. NIT No.

: 52/2020-21

Tender ID No.

: 2021_DTIDC_198930_1

Name of work

: Construction of Administration Building of
Driving for Automated Driving Test Track
at Lado Sarai (Civil Work)

Estimated Cost
Earnest Money
Time Allowed
Last date of receipt
of Tenders

:
:
:
:

d³fd½fQf OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ I e d°fd±f
30.01.2021
d³fd½fQf A´f»fûO I S³fZ I e Aad°f¸f d°fd±f
15.02.2021
d³fd½fQf £fû»f³fZ I e d°fd±f
15.02.2021
IiY. Àfa.
IYf¹fÊ/½ffWX³f IYf d½f½fSX¯f
d³fd½fQf RYfg¸fÊ IYf ¸fc»¹f
1 05 AQQ I` dM»f ½ffW³fûÔ I e Af´fcÍ°f ¸f¹f 03 ½f¿fÊ IZ I ¸´fiZWZ d³Àf½f ¸fZ³MZ ³fZ³Àf I f ÷ .-5,000.00+5% ªfeEÀfMe
I f¹fÊÜ

³fûMX :- d³f¹f¸f ½f Vf°fÊZ I f d½fÀ°fÈ°f d½f½fS¯f ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS C´f»f¶²f SWZ ¦ffÜ
WXÀ°ff./Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff (d½f./¹ffa.)
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, ´fi¹ff¦fSXfªfÜ
´fÂffaIY OXe-1598/ªf.Àf¸´fÊ.Ad²f./2021
dQ³ffaIY-25/01/2021

Rs. 2,21,00,000/Rs. 4,42,000/04 Month
03.02.2021

The tender forms and other details can be obtained from the website
https./govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/

DIP/Shabdarth/0573/20-21

Sd/Executive Engineer
DTIDC Ltd., ISBT
Kashmere Gate, Delhi

ARUNACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

The Executive Engineer, Chayangtajo Division,
PWD, Arunachal Pradesh, Chayangtajo invites on
behalf of Governor of Arunachal Pradesh online item
rate bids in a single bid system for following work:NIT No. CD/DRG-2/2018-19/02, Name of work:Construction of Road & Bridges from Domdila Village
to Tajo Village via Killo, Chayangtajo Circle, East
Kameng District under RIDF 2016-17. Estimated
cost- Rs. 2383.37 Lakhs, Earnest Money- Rs.
2383370.00 for APST & Rs. 3383370.00 for NonAPST Contractors, Period of completion- 36
months & Last date and time of submission of
bid- 15. 02.2020 1600 hrs.
The bid forms and other details can be downloaded
from the website https://arunachaltenders.gov.in
from 1030 hrs of 02.02.2020.
DIPR NO. ARN-16057-60

COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC AND
INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH (CSIR)
Anusandhan Bhawan,
2, Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110001

Advt. No. 05/2020 and Advt. No. 06/2020

Advertisement for the positions of Distinguished
Scientist and Outstanding Scientist in CSIR
CSIR invites applications/nominations for the posts of
Distinguished Scientist in Level 16 (Rs. 2,05,400- 2,24,400) and
Outstanding Scientist in Level 15 of pay-matrix (Rs. 1,82,2002,24,100) plus allowances, as applicable in CSIR, from time to
time.
For details kindly see the complete Advertisement No. 05/2020
and 06/2020 on CSIR website www.csir.res.in. Applications/
Nominations with complete biodata and list of publications/patents
etc. may kindly be sent through e-mail on e-mail ID drc@csir.res.in
or by post to Director Recruitment Cell, CSIR, Anusandhan
Bhawan, 2, Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110001 on or before
25.02.2021.
The advertisement No. 02/2018 issued earlier for the position of
Distinguished Scientist may be treated as cancelled and
withdrawn. Those who wish to be considered for the position of
Distinguished Scientist need to apply afresh, as per the terms of
advertisement no 05/2020, available on CSIR Website.
davp 36202/11/0018/2021

Tender Notice No. 24 of 2020-2021

Tender is Invited by Executive Engineer, National highway
Division,
Dr.
Rajendraprasad
Road,
Kashivishwanath Plot, Rajkot, Ph.No.0281 2446605 as
under. Tender Documents and time schedule of e-tendering will be available on web site rnb.nprocure.com from
on or after 10-02-2021. Tender can be filled by online
only.
Email address of this office: ee-nh-rjkl@gujarat.gov.in
Sr.
Name of work
No.
1.

Collection of Toll from Toll Plaza near Bamanbore
Junction (By using computerised Toll collection
System / Manual System), and near Bagodara on
Ahmedabad-Kandla road on NH-47 (Old NH-8A).

Estimated Cost, EMD, Tender Fees and period of completion will be shown in Tender documents on online Tender.
Any modification / correction will be displayed on website
only and it remains final.
INF/RAJ/1245/21

New Delhi

A´fSf³W 4.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ
A´fSf³W 02.00 ¶fªfZ °fI
Àff¹faaI f»f 4.00 ¶fªfZ °fI
²fSXûWXSX IYe ²f³fSXfdVf
÷ . 1,75,000.00

WXÀ°ff/¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, ´fi¹ff¦fSXfªfÜ

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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The R-Day walk in Heaven
FOUNDED BY

§

The Constitution is not a mere lawyers’ document,
it is a vehicle of life, and its spirit is always
the spirit of age — B R Ambedkar

§
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RAMNATH GOENKA

Anewconversationtakesplaceonthe Constitution.
Rumblingof tractorsannouncesanewspectacle

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

THIS REPUBLIC DAY
Thetableauandthetractorbothunderlinethesignificanceof
talkingtothepublicratherthantalkingdowntothem

O

N THIS REPUBLIC Day, there is great hope that the extraordinary travails of
an arduous year will be overcome. There is also an unmistakable challenge.
The coronavirus pandemic, which upended lives and rhythms, caused
death and distress and sharpened inequalities will, hopefully, be tamed
by the vaccines. Of course, the mass vaccination project, off to a good start, will present
complex tasks and demand new skills. The inequalities and vulnerabilities bared and accentuated by the public health emergency will also need to be acknowledged and addressed. But for the republic, another important challenge has been sounded at the capital’s borders, where farmers protesting the Centre’s three farm laws continue to camp
in the cold. This is not the first protest, nor the only one in a large and diverse country.
Its timing is not the only reason why it must be seen to articulate, on this January 26,
the republic’s challenge. The reason why the tractor march on Delhi’s peripheries will
be viewed in the same frame as the R-Day spectacle at its heart is not because the former is at odds with the latter, but the opposite — because they both invoke and celebrate the spirit of the republic made of not just government, but also the people, not
just the power of the majority, but also the constitutional checks on it. This republican
spirit encompasses a precious bundle of individual freedoms and a careful mosaic of
safeguards for their protection.
The republican spirit asks that when there is a push back by the people against a law,
evenawell-intentionedorreformistlaw,governmentmustpayheed.Inthecaseofthethree
farm laws, the Narendra Modi government clearly did not listen enough before bringing
in the legislation. It then pushed them through Parliament and took too long in initiating
a dialogue with those who started protesting against the proposed changes. So long that
even its unprecedented decision to put the laws on hold for 18 months has hit a wall — its
serial imperviousness has now returned to haunt. But the farmers’ agitation, admirably
sober and scrupulously peaceful, is not just an immediate impasse, demanding urgent
resolution. It is also a sobering reminder that the government and the entire political establishment must carry with them into the impending Parliament session and beyond.
For the government, this must be a moment to acknowledge the vital distinction between talking to the people and talking down to them, and the importance of doing the
former.Forthepoliticalestablishment,whichincludespartiesandleadersacrossthespectrum who are shunned by a movement that has turned its back to them, this is a time to
reachoutandalsotolookwithin.Theywillneedtowinthepeople’strustagain.Forallthe
actors in this drama, the reconvening of Parliament comes not a day too soon. The House
is the most spacious, most apt stage for taking forward the work of the republic.

WIDENING GULF
Covid has deepened inequalities. Government must use
budget to address and mitigate the fallout

T

HE COVID-19 PANDEMIC has led to what has arguably been the most unequal recession in recent history, exacerbating inequalities along several
axes. While millions of Indians, especially those in the informal sector, lost
their jobs, and had to dip into whatever meagre savings they had to finance
their consumption, the richest Indians have continued to prosper. According to a report
by Oxfam, the wealth of billionaires in the country increased by 35 per cent during the
lockdown. While this is an increase in wealth, not income, to put this in perspective, the
increase in the wealth of India’s top 100 billionaires would have been enough to give
each of the country’s 138 million poorest a transfer of Rs 94,045.
The corporate results also bear out this facet of the economic crisis. Firms have protected their bottom lines by drastically slashing expenditure, mainly through a combination of job and salary cuts. This implies that the distribution of income, which was already skewed in favour of capital, will get even more unbalanced. Even more worrying
is the fact that despite economic activities largely reverting back to pre-COVID levels,
labour market dislocations persist — demand for work under MGNREGA continues to
outstrip that observed last year by a wide margin, suggesting continuing lack of absorptive capacity in both urban and rural areas. But, worsening labour market inequality is
just one part of the larger socio-economic consequences of the pandemic. The pandemic
has also impacted access to education, health, and has led to a worsening of gender disparities. As the Oxfam report notes, during the pandemic, as education shifted online,
the digital divide widened inequalities. Considering that only 3 per cent of India’s poorest 20 per cent households had access to a computer, and 9 per cent had access to the
internet, the difficulties faced by the poor and the historically dispriviliged in accessing
education have worsened. The impact on the female workforce has been equally grim.
Not only has the unemployment rate among women worsened, but 83 per cent of those
who managed to retain their jobs, saw a salary cut, the report noted.
The full economic impact of the labour market scarring, the worsening of inequalities in access to education and health and the growing gender disparities will be visible
over the medium-to-long term. But as evidence mounts of a K-shaped recovery, where
the fortunes of those at the top and bottom end of the income distribution diverge, the
government must unveil measures that address these issues in the upcoming budget.

IT TAKES TWO
What stood out in Larry King’s interviews was the realisation —
a conversation involves two people, all else is speech

O

VERACAREER spanning nearly 60 years, of which 25 were spent at the CNN,
hosting the Larry King Live show, American talk-show legend Larry King, 87,
who passed away on Saturday, spoke to prime ministers and presidents, scientists andpop stars, sportsmen, film stars, writers and ordinary Americans.
Often in the thick of breaking news, what stood out in King’s nearly 50,000 on-air interviewswasthecertaintyof hissuspendersandthatmostelusiveof realisations—thataconversation involves two people; all else is speech.
Unlike the contemporary talk show that approaches an interview with the passion of
an inquisitor, King’s shows celebrated the endangered art of making good conversation.
King could make his interviewees forget the camera or the microphone because he was
genuinely interested in their story. He asked questions, he played it by the ear; he made
mistakes and he owned up to them. He was a regular bloke having a regular conversation
with newsmakers. If people confided in King, like the American industrialist Ross Perot,
who announced his presidential candidature in 1992 on his show, or socialite Paris Hilton,
whoopenedupaboutherincarcerationin2007,itwasbecausehetreatedhisguestsnotas
a TRP-building prop or an adversary but with courtesy and curiosity.
Agoodconversationisaboutdrawingoutpeople—itmeandersandhalts,makesspace
for gaffes and silences, interruptions and awkwardness because it allows people time to
ponder over an idea, to think before reacting. In its negation of the shrill certitude of echo
chambers, a conversation fosters an openness to differences and the ability to take oneself
lightly. In a 2009 interview with Time magazine, speaking on why he wasn’t drawn to ideology-based talk shows, King had summed up why conversations were grinding to a halt:
“That’s something I learned a long time ago, I never learned a thing when ‘I’ was talking.”

Pratap Bhanu Mehta
SOMEWHERE IN HEAVEN, founding figures
of theIndianRepublicandsundrypoliticians
are looking down on another Republic Day,
all strolling in the heavenly equivalent of
Sunder Nursery.
Subhas Chandra Bose is dreamily staring
into space. Jawahar taps him on the shoulder.
“Happy125th,Subhas.Heardyouaretheman
ofthemoment:BothModiandMamatawant
to claim you.”
Subhas, wistfully: “I don’t know whether
to laugh or cry. For decades they refused to
admit I was dead. Now they quarrel over my
resurrection.”
Bhimrao: “That’s what happens when
they worship you, buddy. Is there any god,
ever, who we have not quarrelled over? At
least they are not killing in your name. I hate
to admit it, but these days I feel sorry for poor
Mohandas.Poorguykeepssinging,‘Raghupati
Raghav…..’Meanwhile,‘JaiShriRam’becomes
a war chant. Hope he is not condemned to
eternal torment.”
Savarkar:“Comeon,Bhim,youexaggerate.”
Bhimrao: “Look, I don’t have time for this.
Thereareotherimportantthingsonmymind.”
Savarkar: “Such as?”
Bhimrao: “The Constitution”
Savarkar: “Yes, I forgot, your Secular Bible.
Don’t worry, they still celebrate Republic Day.
And besides, everyone loves you.”
Savarkar sees Rabindranath walking by.
With a mischievous smile, says: “Hey
Rabindranath. You gave everyone nice titles.
You called Mohan ‘Mahatma’, Subhas
‘Deshpriya’. How come you did not give
Bhimrao one?”
Uncomfortable silence for two long
seconds.
Hansa Mehta chimes in: “Because we
all recognised Bhim is a democrat, above
honorifics.”
Jawahar smiles: “Nice save”.
Bhimrao, irritably: “I have no patience for
these legacy wars”.
Jawahar: “I agree. Look we all had our differences,ourindividualstyleandoutlook.And
wearguedwitheachother.Butthesedaysthey
make it sound like I was Sardar’s or Subhas’s
mortal enemy! So Bhim, you were saying
about the Constitution…”
Bhimrao: “Ah yes, does it even exist anymore?Imeanwealwayscutafewcornershere
and there; even Jawahar sinned occasionally.
ButIdon’trecogniseourConstitutionanymore”.
Savarkar: “Again, you exaggerate, my

Bhimrao: “Let us get serious.
This Constitution thing
bothers me. What ritual
are we enacting on
26th January?”
Tagore: “I don’t know if
Savarkar is right. But even if
the good stuff he says is
happening, I worry. You may
see a large bucket of water in
front of you, but even if
there are a few drops of
poison in it, the whole thing
becomes useless.”
Hansa Mehta: “That is right.
I am reminded again of the
time we grew up and fought
together in the 1920s and
’30s. All of you seem to have
forgotten. Maybe it is
because all of you got statues
all over the place. That was a
new Renaissance we were
creating, a new India. But a
few drops of poison and our
dreams shattered. This land
was forever fractured and
poor Bapu has still not
recovered. It seems deja vu to
me”. Mohandas, finally
breaking his silence: “What
is this sound I hear?”

friend. We still have constitutional government. Scholars still publish big tomes on the
Constitution. I get the sense you are trying
to deny the legitimacy of the present government.”
Bhimrao:“Iagreewehavepopulargovernment. But your Constitution and mine must
be very different. I thought we created a
Constitution that would protect civil liberties,
allocate a division of labour between Centre
and state, parliamentary procedure would
have sanctity, checks and balances would operate, and there would be oversight over untrammelled executive power. I thought we
would keep God and Identity out of the
Constitution.Didn’twe,Jawahar?Sowhatare
we celebrating on Republic Day? Ethnic
Majoritarianism and Authoritarianism?”
Jawahar:“AnythingIsayispoison,sokeep
me out of it”.
Tagore(smiles):“Jawahar,ifthatisthecase,
maybe you should praise government more.
No one listens to your poor great grandson’s
attackongovernment.Butifyoustartpraising
thegovernment,whoknows,maybeBJPsupporters will have to abandon it”.
Savarkar:“Veryfunny.Snarkinessisallthat
you liberal ‘religion of humanity’ types have
left by way of a political strategy.”
Piloo Mody, humming a new rap: “If all
you got is joke plus woke, you will be politically broke.”
Savarkar: “Come on, guys. You are just refusing to acknowledge India on the march. A
strong, selfless leader who will make India
Vishwaguru. A responsible great power.
Vaccineprovidertotheworld.Attheforefront
of climate change. Courted by every power in
theworld.Housing,gas,sanitation,water,electricity for all. Self-confident about its
Civilisation. About its Leader. Everyday a new
mission. A new Republic rises. A new India is
being constituted. Long live Republic Day”.
Suddenly, a chorus of interventions all at
once.Difficulttohearwhoisspeaking.Phrases
ring out: “Malnutrition”, “Slow Growth”,
“CronyCapitalism”,“Censorship”,“Chinaisoccupying
our
land”,
“Inequality”,
“Communalism”, “Corruption”, “Autocracy”,
“No Supreme Court”, “Kashmir”, “Collapsing
Institutions”, “Love Jihad”. Chaos ensues for a
few minutes.
As the din quietens, Tagore interjects,
“About civilisation, I think it is in crisis.”
Jawahar: “Savarkar, who is included in
civilisation?”

Savarkar: “I have always said a Hindu is
a natural patriot. I don’t need to say anything more”.
Subhas: “So is it Republic Rising or
Republic Falling?”
PilooMody:“Dependsonwhetheryouask
Central Government or Maharashtra
Government.” Laughs.
Jawahar: “Not THAT Republic”.
Piloo Mody: “Is there another one?”
Bhimrao: “Let us get serious. This
Constitutionthingbothersme.Whatritualare
we enacting on 26th January?”
Tagore: “I don’t know if Savarkar is right.
Butevenifthegoodstuffhesaysishappening,
Iworry.Youmayseealargebucketofwaterin
frontofyou,butevenifthereareafewdropsof
poisoninit,thewholethingbecomesuseless.”
HansaMehta:“Thatisright.Iamreminded
again of the time we grew up and fought together in the 1920s and ’30s. All of you seem
to have forgotten. Maybe it is because all of
you got statues all over the place. That was a
new Renaissance we were creating, a new
India, self-confident, unafraid, and forward
looking. But a few drops of poison and our
dreamsshattered.ThislandwasforeverfracturedandpoorBapuhasstillnotrecovered.It
seems deja vu to me”.
Mohandas, finally breaking his silence:
“What is this sound I hear?”
Bhimrao:“Therumblingof tractors.What
is this about? It looks like the farmers are
marching to Delhi. A new parade”.
Tagore: “Will this help the Republic?”
Someone: “We don’t know yet. But the
Great Leader seems shaken.”
Savarkar: “Shaken but not stirred yet”.
Jawahar:“Letusgoandwatch.Mohandas,
are you coming?”
Mohandas:“Iamalwayswatchingthepoor
andthepeasants.Itisyouwhoneedstherumble of tractors.”
As they are descending to earth to watch
thenewspectacleonRepublicDay,PilooMody
turnstoSavarkar:“Yousaidwearenowaselfconfident Leader and a self-confident
Civilisation.Doesn’tseemthatway.Whichselfconfident Leader or Civilisation makes love a
crime? Perhaps you meant self-important.”
Savarkar: “Self-confident or self-important? Is there a difference?”
Piloo Mody: “Therein might hang a tale”.
The writer is is contributing editor at
TheIndianExpress

SHARING THE MISSION
Industry has a critical role to play in Covid vaccination programme
T V Narendran
THEGOVERNMENThasmademassiveefforts
in strategising for a mega vaccination programme. Indian industry, which has been a
partner in the mission since the beginning of
theCOVID-19crisis,isnowgearingitselftoparticipate in this critical endeavour.
Sincethestartofthelockdown,companies
havere-engineeredthemselvestodesignand
manufacture critical care equipment, drugs
andmedicalsupplies,muchofwhichwasimportedearlier.Indiancompanieshavealsoexcelledinmanufacturingvaccinesandareslated
tosupplythemtoothercountries.ThishasresultedinahugebrandrecognitionforIndiaas
the pharmacy of the world.
ThenextstageofthebattleagainstCOVID19isthevaccinationdrive.Themission,which
kicked off in India on January 16 is being conducted in three phases. In the first phase, the
drive will cover three crore healthcare and
frontlineworkers.Nextinlinewouldbethose
abovetheageof50andthosebelowtheageof
50 with co-morbidities, who together are
numbered at around 27 crore.
The programme will be driven by robust
technologyandwiththeaidoftheuniquedigital platform, the CoWIN Vaccine Delivery
Management System. The system which will
provide real-time information on vaccine
stocks as well as track each vaccine beneficiarywillbeacentralpillarof thegovernment’s
inoculation programme.

Apart from the two vaccines
approved for emergency use,
multiple other vaccines are
in the pipeline. This
highlights the need for a
common legislative
framework, covering areas
such as Intellectual Property
Rights, limiting liability and
compensation. Industry can
collaborate with the
government in terms of
vaccine pharmacovigilance,
by providing regulatory
support and by helping in
the enforcement of the
regulations.

Indianindustryandbusinessorganisations
have a critical role in supporting the exercise.
The private sector can step in right at the first
phase of vaccination of healthcare and frontline workers, and also play an important role
during the later phases, especially in terms of
expanding coverage to more demographic
classes.Atthesametime,industrywouldcontinuetoprovideregularinputsandrecommendations at various stages of the programme.
First, industry is contributing through logistical and maintenance responsibilities,
while the government focuses on safety and
quality of vaccines throughout the supply
chain.Weexpectthispartnershiptoextendto
the vaccination programme as well.
Second, apart from the two vaccines approvedforemergencyuse,multipleothervaccines are in the pipeline. This highlights the
needfordraftingacommonlegislativeframework, covering areas such as Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR), limiting liability and
compensation. Industry can collaborate with
the government in terms of vaccine pharmacovigilance, by providing regulatory support
and by helping in the enforcement of the regulations—allthesearecriticalfortheequitable
distribution of vaccines.
Three, companies can undertake to vaccinatetheiremployeesattheirowncostassoon
as sufficient stocks are available. This exercise
willalleviatethepressureonthegovernment,

in terms of both delivery and cost. We believe
thatanadditional10-croreworkersintheformal sector and local communities could be
quicklybroughtintotheinoculationfoldwith
the participation of businesses.
Akeybenefitofthisearlyvaccinationcould
bethefaster resumptionof normaleconomic
activity. This could, in turn, generate greater
confidenceamongconsumersinreturningto
markets. Thus, the economy could be revived
even while the government undertakes the
vaccinationprogrammeforthevulnerablesections of society.
Four, a large part of the Indian population
stilllackshealthinsurance.Duringthesetimes,
therefore,weneedtostepupthehealthinsurance penetration in the country. The government and industry can play an active role in
bringing more people under the security net
ofinsurance,byaddingvaccinationunder various insurance schemes.
While India embarks on its biggest vaccinationprogramme,itisvitalthatstrategiesare
developedfortheequitabledistributionofthe
vaccines. Industry stands ready to step in and
scaleupefforts,especiallyduringacrisis,which
requires concerted efforts from all stakeholders for resetting India’s growth trajectory.
The writer is president-designate,
Confederation of Indian Industry, and
chairman, CII task-force on COVID vaccine

JANUARY 26, 1981, FORTY YEARS AGO
REDDY’S PLEA

PRESIDENT N SANJIVA Reddy has sought
the people’s cooperation in averting strikes
and agitations and maintaining law and order. He issued this appeal while talking
about the inflationary situation and “the renewed tension” in our region in his Republic
Day broadcast. He regretted that employees “with four figure incomes” were resorting to strikes to “hold the country to ransom”. He urged the higher income group to
eschew strikes for better industrial relations. The organised labour, too, must pay
its part, he said. The president appealed to
all parties, including the ruling party, to rise
above controversial issues and treat ad-

dressing the problems of the public as a national responsibility.

PAK’S FEARS

A REPORT BY the Rand Commission, prepared by the noted social scientist Francis
Fukayama after extensive talks with
Pakistan’s military leaders, says that highranking Pakistani officials want from the
United States a credible political guarantee of Pakistan’s territorial integrity and a
large military aid package. The most commonly expressed fear was that India
wanted to turn Pakistan to the status of a
satellite or dependency like Nepal, Bhutan
or even Sri Lanka.

New Delhi

DEATH FOR JIANG

JIANG QING, THE fiery symbol of China’s
decade of turmoil, was sentenced to death.
The sentence has been suspended for two
years to give Jiang, “a chance to reform”.
Defiant to the end, she claimed her innocence and shouted revolutionary slogans.
“Down with the revisionists” (led by Deng
Xiaopeng), she shouted.

KISHORE UNWELL

THE CONDITION OF singer and film actor
Kishore Kumar, who was admitted to a hospital in Calcutta after a heart attack, is stable. The artist’s cardiac ailment is said to be
sudden. He was in Calcutta for work.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
“Whatever signal China may have been trying to send by its crackdown on
dissenters, the Biden administration should continue to stand with the people
— THE NEW YORK TIMES
of Hong Kong.”

What binds the nation

Past continuous
Indian republic is based on a consensus-building
model derived from our historical legacies.
It is not an import

Beef ban, ‘love jihad’ laws and the degrading of protesters undermine the idea
and promise of fraternity that forms the core of the republic

Darius J Khambata
THE CONSTITUTION EMBODIES the idea of
India — it enshrines liberty, equality, justice
and fraternity. It was B R Ambedkar who insisted for the inclusion of “fraternity” in the
document. The Preamble to the Constitution
obligesustopromoteamongstallcitizensfraternity as the means of “assuring the dignity
of theindividualandtheunityandintegrityof
the Nation”. That is a powerful message but
one we have ignored.
The idea of fraternity as a unifying force is
not new. The ancient concept of bandhuta is
that we are all bound together. The 7th rock
edict of Ashoka the Great proclaimed, “All religions reside everywhere”. Swami
Vivekanandawarnedofthedangersofturning
awayfrompluralismandof sectarianism,bigotryand“itshorribledescendant,fanaticism”.
RabindranathTagore,too,despairedofnarrow
domestic walls. Beethoven and John Lennon
imagined a world without borders.
When hatred trumps fraternity, democracyisimperilled.Thestormingof theCapitol
in the US by a mob driven by the big lie that
the election had been “stolen”, and incited by
thethenUSPresidentDonaldTrump,carriesa
great lesson for us. Frenzied mobs are rarely
spontaneous — their fire is stoked by unseen
hands and by a lie drilled into them.
The hallmark of great leadership is promotingfraternitytobuildunity.Thisisakinto
a conductor who must inspire harmony from
the diversity of a hundred instruments in the
orchestra, not allowing any one section to
drown out others. The whole is then larger
than the sum of its parts.
During Partition, both Mahatma Gandhi
andJawaharlalNehruconfronted,atgreatpersonal risk and unpopularity, rampaging and
violent mobs, to urge them to stand down.
Sadly,theirlegacyisnowvilified.ButtheyunderstoodthatIndia’sfuturedependedonpreservingthediversityof itscivilisationandthat
oncetorn,thefragilefabricof fraternitywould
be impossible to stitch together again. Try
squeezing toothpaste back into the tube!
Yet, in today’s India, life for comedians is
considerably more complicated than it is for
bigots.ThebilespewedbysomeonTwitterand
by politicians in Delhi’s elections last year, is
proof that the virus of hatred has infected us.
The abominable “love jihad” laws police
love by criminalising conversion for “marriage”, as a result of “allurement” or “inducement”whichisdefinedtoinclude“...gift,gratification, easy money or material benefit ....
better lifestyle, divine displeasure or otherwise”inadditiontoforce,coercionandthelike.
The laws are deliberately vague and over
broad. They induce a chilling effect. Who
would take the risk of religious conversion in
ordertomarrywhenthatmightmorphanact
of love into a crime?
These laws expose two primal traits that
afflictus—exclusionandfear.First,theconjuringofalynchmob(physicalorvirtual)towhip
uphatredandviolence(andsometimesdeath)
againstvariousminorities.Itistheexclusionof
thetargetthatisthereasonforthemob,notits
evinced (and usually bogus) purpose. The target is somehow not Indian and is to be ghettoised away from mainstream society.

Rakesh Sinha

C R Sasikumar

The second trait is deadlier — fear in the
majority who are chilled into being silent accomplices. The public banners put up by the
Lucknow administration with photographs
andnamesofthoseaccusedof vandalismduring the anti-CAA protests endangered these
protesters. “Do not protest” was the subliminal message, reminiscent of the unspoken
threat to unleash packs of lynching Red
Guardsuponpubliclynamed“capitalistroaders” (read dissenters).
Kashmir is the current laboratory for defraternisation: Mass arrests and detention,
some with no charge other than disturbing
public order, deportations, suppression of
protest, denial of internet access and a new
media policy to reward newspapers for repeatedly reporting “a genuinely positive image of the government based on performance” and to deny state advertising to those
carrying “fake” or “anti-national” news.
Despitethepopulist2019extensionof theentire Constitution to Jammu and Kashmir
(withouttheconcurrenceof anyelectedbody
of the erstwhile state), subsequent measures
have actually denied basic constitutional
rights to Kashmiris, who we seem to forget
areallcitizensof India.Thisisamasterclassin
excoriating fraternity, and it is not wise.
Thebeefban,“lovejihad”lawsandthedegrading of protestors mark a new and sinister
trend of state policy of de-fraternisation. The
politicsofmajoritarianismisbuiltonde-fraternisation of minority sections of society —
Muslim, Dalit, liberated women, activists, socialists and intellectuals. Opponents are
marginalisedbycharacterisingthemas“antinational” (that old favourite) or “Khalistanis”,
“tukde-tukdegang”and“Maoists”orwiththe
“my way or highway to Pakistan” ultimatum.
Electoralgroundisseizedbythefeintthatthe
majority (deftly equated with Indian) way of
life is under siege.
The methods are old. The Nazis brainwashedtheGermanswithpropagandaadoptingJosephGoebbels’sdoctrineofthe“BigLie”.
They recalibrated the truth and history, demonised the Jews (as being neither German
norhuman)andaccusedtheWeimarRepublic
of “appeasement” (yes, that very word). The

During Partition, both
Mahatma Gandhi and
Jawaharlal Nehru
confronted, at great personal
risk and unpopularity,
rampaging and violent mobs,
to urge them to stand down.
Sadly, their legacy is now
vilified. But they understood
that India’s future depended
on preserving the diversity of
its civilisation and that once
torn, the fragile fabric of
fraternity would be
impossible to stitch together
again. Yet, in today’s India,
life for comedians is
considerably more
complicated than it is for
bigots. The bile spewed by
some on Twitter and by
politicians in Delhi’s
elections last year, is proof
that the virus of hatred has
infected us.

Germans cravenly allowed themselves to becomeindoctrinatedpawns.Thecontrivednarrative pandered to their prejudices. Even after the Nuremberg citizenship laws were
enacted,fewinGermany,couldforecastwhere
this was leading to. Ultimately, the politics of
hate wrought havoc on every German.
With electronic media, the danger of the
Big Lie is vastly magnified. And when reporting loses objectivity, it is reduced to propaganda.Viewers,too,cannotshirkresponsibility. Those with the strongest opinions usually
get their news from a single source and their
history and conviction from social media. We
don’t question what is fed to us in easy sound
bitesaslongasitfeedsourphobias.Wedonot
wishtoevenlistento,muchlesscomprehend,
viewsthatwehate.Inaneraofunprecedented
access to information, there is little thirst for
knowledge. That enables the Big Lie.
Manyoftherealproblemsthreateninghumankindsuchaspoverty,globalwarming,diminishingwaterresourcesandpandemicsrequire global solutions, not national, sectarian
or local ones. Fracturing communal, national
and global fraternities will rebound to harm
eachoneofus.Craftingcoalitionsandfraternitiesbasedonprinciples,notpolitics,istheway
forward.Buildbridgesnotwalls.Vaccinediplomacymightbelesspopularbutmayworkbetter than pre-emptive strikes.
TheirrepressiblespiritoftheIndiancricket
team that forged a victory at the Gabba is an
example of the power of unity in diversity.
DrawnfromallpartsofIndiaandallsectionsof
society, and despite insult and intimidation,
theyformedateamthattriumphedagainstall
odds. On the other hand, the politics of hate
would exclude talent. We would also do well
to heed the words of US senator, Ben Sasse:
“Don’t let the screamers who monetise hate
have the final word.”
A house divided cannot stand. The very
idea of India and the legacy we leave our children is at stake.
The writer, a senior lawyer at Bombay
High Court, is former additional solicitorgeneral of India and former
advocate-general, Maharashtra

The writer is a BJP Rajya Sabha MP

The gender priority

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Budget 2021 must push for women-led development and economic recovery

THIS REFERS TO the article ‘Majority
complex’ (IE, January 25).The BJP is indeed using its majority in Parliament to
leave a mark in every walk of life.
However,whattakesthestingoutof the
criticismof theBJPisthattheCongress’s
owntrackrecordonthatisnotinspiring.
In many respects, the two parties are
mirror images of each other.

BJP LIKE CONGRESS

Nishtha Satyam
THEYEAR2020compelledtheentireworldto
recognise the urgent need to review everything using collective wisdom. The year was
alsoalandmarkinthehistoryofgenderrights.
It saw the confluence of very important milestones—aquarterof acenturysincethepathbreakingBeijingPlatformforAction,fiveyears
ofthe2030SustainableDevelopmentAgenda
and the beginning of the Decade of Action to
achieve the ambitious Sustainable
Development Goals. The year saw governments, politicians, practitioners and people
strive and struggle to meet the twin mandate
of protecting past gains on gender and creatingafuturethatismoreequal.Atthecentreof
this is the compounded task of holding the
pursestringsinawaythateconomicreliefand
respitereachedthelastmileandtheeconomy
remains afloat.
TheUnionBudget2021,therefore,isanexercise that will have a bearing on the decades
tocome.Itwillneedtoaddresstheneedtopropelmorefavourabledevelopmentaloutcomes
forthecountry.Themostcriticalrequirement
on the road to recovery will be addressing
broader economic vulnerabilities while also
attending to the necessities of those who we
mustnotleavebehindinthejourneyforward.
In doing so, it is imperative that the
budget have a strong gender content. This
does not imply that government allocations

DEMOCRACY IN THE contemporary
world is torn between the will of the
masses and the hegemonic power of the
elite on the one hand, and a growing disregard for representative government on
the other. In the last two decades, Latin
American countries witnessed such an
unresolved situation. In the United States,
the unabashed opposition to Donald
Trump from the intelligentsia throughout
his presidency and the post-verdict street
violence at the Capitol show the limitations of representative democracy. The
primary reason is the natural decay of traditional ideologies in a neoliberal order,
which makes democratic states increasingly vulnerable to corporates and profitseekers. In this context, the examination
of the Indian republic leads to optimism
tempered by caution.
Unlike in the West, Indian democracy is
not merely a system of governance. It is integrated as a way of life. Even vexed social
and religious questions are ethically resolvedbymutualnegotiations,notcivilwar.
OnNovember17,1869,Varanasisawapublic debate on idol worship between
Dayananda Saraswati and 300 pundits. In
Bengal, a campaign opposed to widow remarriage by Radhakanta Deb received the
overwhelming support of 38,789 signatures, while Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar
could get only 987 signatures.
Numerical strength is not the sole criteria of our democracy. It is bracketed with
morality. The Indian republic is based on a
consensus-building model derived from
our own historical legacies. In his classic
work Hindu Polity, K P Jayaswal (18811937) said, “the test of polity is its capacity
to live and develop, and its contributions
to the culture and happiness of humanity.
Hindu polity judged by this test will come
out very successfully”.
The journey of the Indian republic postIndependence shows fundamental differences between Jawaharlal Nehru’s and
Narendra Modi’s concepts of modernity.
Nehruadvocatedegalitarianismandradical
social and economic reforms, though the
cultural themes of ancient India were
largely missing. However, these could not
be eroded from our memories and way of
life. Congress leader Kamalapati Tripathi,
whiledebatingintheConstituentAssembly
about whether India or Bharat or
Bharatvarsha should be the nomenclature
of our nation, aptly said, “There is no other
country whichhas beenableto preserveits
name and genius, after undergoing repression… and prolonged slavery.”
It is this characteristic which gives our
republic strength. In post-Independence
India,themassesusedtheirvetowhenever
hydra-headed statism emerged. So, the
Emergency imposed by Indira Gandhi in
1975 got a befitting response from the people. Unlike in Western democracies, binaries are considered avoidable in India.
Extremes get limited space. And so, the ad-

vocacy of violence by the Naxals or Naga
militant groups has not led to subversive
action by the state but democratic dialogues. One of the most active participants
in the Constituent Assembly was Damodar
Swarup Seth, who criticised the very basis
of the composition of the Constituent
Assemblyasunrepresentativeof the Indian
masses. He, however, received a serious response in debates. Even embarrassing moments were dealt with forthrightly. The
proposalof HVKamath,Mahavir Tyagi and
M Thirumala Rao to mention god in the
Constitutionwasharmoniouslyputtovote.
The debate ended with advice by a member that “it was unfortunate to put god to
vote”. Moreover, Govind Malaviya’s insistence on mentioning Gandhi in the
Constitution was opposed by ardent
Gandhian J B Kripalani.
This legacy is increasingly being eroded
byourelitesandintellectualleadership.For
decades,adelusionwasmanufacturedthat
the roots of modern political institutions
wereEuropean.Nehru’sconceptof modernity shared it. In 1931, K C Bhattacharya in
his Ashutosh Memorial Lecture had advocated the liberation of thought from the
domination of the West, which he called a
“swaraj in ideas”.
PM Modi’s New India accomplishes this
unfinished project of the decolonisation of
ideas. His speeches are absolutely free of
Eurocentrism. He proclaims something
which remained suppressed under the
despotism of Nehru’s modernity:
“Democracy in India is about life values, it
is the way of life and the soul of the nation.
India’s democracy is a system developed
through centuries of experience. From
time to time, the systems and processes
changed, but democracy remained the
soul. And, ironically, today, India’s democracy is explained to us by the Western
countries. When we codify our democratic
history with confidence, the day is not far
away when the world will also say: India
is the mother of democracy.”
The republic blossoms when its leadership shows genuine conviction in a diversityof ideas.Thedeclineof republicanspirit
in the Congress and the suppression of diverse views resulted in it losing the faith of
the masses.
The republic’s continuity and evolution
are ensured only when vibrant ideas remain at the centre of politics. An example
from our history is a message to contemporary democracies. Ajatashatru, the king
of Magadha, wanted to destroy the Vajjian
confederacy and sent a minister to the
Buddha to seek his advice. Rather than answering directly, Buddha said to Ananda,
his closest disciple, “Have you heard,
Ananda, that the Vajjians hold full and frequent public assemblies?” He replied:
“Lord, yes I have heard.” “So long, Ananda,
the Vajjians hold these full and frequent
public assemblies … may they be expected
not to decline, but to prosper.”
The old inequality has been addressed
by PM Modi in an unparalleled manner,
leading to financial inclusiveness of millions. However, democracies across the
world may face a tough time due to global
capitalismmaskedasneoliberalism, which
creates competitive frustrations. The state
faces the burden of fulfilling aspirations
throughprivatecapitalwhichcontrolspublic resources. This new inequality is the
biggest challenge for democracies, including the Indian republic.

be divided according to gender. It also does
not mean a separate budget for women. It
means looking at the entire budget-making
exercise from a gender equity perspective to
assess how it will impact women, men and
personswithothergenderidentitiesdifferentially.It implies thatthe budget considers the
variedimpactof thepandemicthathasworsened pre-existing gender and economic inequalities.It shouldbefoundedon the premise that rebuilding the economy will not be
possible without prioritising women’s economic recovery and well-being.
Thegovernmentof India’sresponsetothe
COVID-19 pandemic has been prompt, given
that the challenge was to manage one of the
world’s largest lockdowns. It has been
premisedonthemissionof self-reliance,selfdependence and inclusive growth.
With increasing evidence, there is greater
acceptance of the fact that the impact of the
crisis has not been gender-neutral. A socioeconomicimpactassessmentofthepandemic
byUNWomenhasrevealedthatthefeminised
sectorsarehitthehardest.Globally,72percent
ofdomesticworkers—largelywomen—have
lost their jobs during the pandemic. With
plummetingeconomicactivity,womeninthe
accommodation, food services and care sectors, where they have a significant presence,
havebeenmorevulnerabletopaycutsorloss

of livelihoods.
Tomovesteadfastontheroadtorecovery,
it is vital that the budget addresses women’s
distinct economic roles, recognises their contributions and constraints and takes this opportunity to put them at the centre of investment.Governmentexpenditureonup-skilling
andreskillingofwomenneedstobeincreased
to keep women in the workforce and bring
back those who have left. An important task
willalsobeputtingmoremoneyinthe hands
ofwomenthroughschemesliketheMahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, under which the majority of
the beneficiaries are women.
Given the pandemic’s deep impact on
women,thebudgetalsopresentsanopportunitytorenewfocusonissueslikenutritionand
accesstoeducation.Thereshouldbeaspecial
focus on frontline healthcare workers, especiallynurses,midwivesandcommunityhealth
workers.Foramoresustainedrecovery,more
women need to be included in the post-pandemicdecision-makingprocesses.Theroleof
almosthalf thepopulationinpullingbackthe
economy and society needs to be recognised.
Ground realities in this colossal rebuildingendeavourpointtothelongstandingneed
to inject more fluidity in the system.
Debatably,themostimportantpartof therecoverywillbecushioningsmallandmedium

enterprises, a notable percentage of which
arewomen-ownedandmanaged.Giventhat
these have been traditionally considered as
high-riskbyfinancinginstitutionsandtendto
not have all the required collaterals for getting loans, developinga new scheme to meet
the financing needs of women-owned businesses will be critical. Promotion of womenowned businesses in public procurement
processeswillrequireincentivesandconcession, especially with regard to the entry criteria.Thegovernmentcouldalsoconsideraffirmative action in procurement similar to
South Africa, where rules demand that government contractors’ subcontract to certain
marginalised groups. For example, priority
can be given to businesses which employ 50
per cent women or which source from
women-owned businesses.
Budget 2021-22 is going to be a historic
oneinmanyways.Itpresentsthegovernment
with an opportunity like never before to not
just recover but build back better and equal.
Hopefully,theparadigmshiftfromwomenin
developmenttowomen-leddevelopmentwill
be initiated at a time when we risk reversing
much of what we had considered won.
The writer is Deputy Country
Representative, UN Women, India, Bhutan,
Maldives and Sri Lanka

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

CARE MATTERS
THISREFERSTOthearticle‘Home,alone’
(IE,January23).Everyworkissignificant.
But care can’t be valued in terms of
money. There is a need to understand
that essential work which sustains us
shouldnotbedividedonthebasisofgender or caste. Just like sharing economic
responsibilities amongst couples, the
pleasures and burden of kitchen work
and care should also be shared.

H Upadhyay via e-mail

BJP-TMC STRIFE
THISREFERSTOthereport,‘Mamatarefuses to speak at event after slogans
raisedinPM’spresence’(IE,January24).
SlogansbyBJPsupportersattheeventto
mark Subhas Chandra Bose’s birth anniversaryhasaggravatedthetensionbetweentheTMCandBJP.Theintentionof
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BJP supporters seemed to be to humiliate the West Bengal CM.

Gouri Dogra, Pathankot

NITISH TYRANNY
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Nitish
Diminish’ ( IE January 25). The right to
freedom of speech and expression is the
cornerstone of any democracy. It cannot
be abridged by imposing unreasonable
restrictions guided by ambiguous rules.
The Bihar government’s ordinance punishingcriticismofthegovernmentshould
becriticised.AsEdmundBurkesaid,“Bad
lawsaretheworstformof tyranny”.
Sarachana Sisodia, Delhi
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EXPLAINED THE BUDGET

What to look for in upcoming Budget

On February1, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present what could turn out to be India's most consequential Budget in years. What is the status of the
post-Covid recovery process, and what are the concerns going forward? What should you look for in the Budget – and what should the Budget be looking at?
pact “animal spirits”, and thence growth.

EXPERT

EXPLAINS

Neelkanth Mishra

From The Indian Express panel
of specialists, exclusive insight
Ahead of the Budget, what is the state of
the economy? How critical is the Budget
with respect to what it can achieve?
GDP fell sharply when lockdowns restrictedactivities,andhasbouncedbackonce
lockdowns were lifted, particularly as the infection-fatalityrateofthecoronavirusinIndia
has turned out to be much lower than feared
earlier.Further,someofthedriversoftheeconomic slowdown preceding the pandemic
also appear to be reversing: for example, the
creditcrunchtriggeredbythefailureof IL&FS
in September 2018 had driven de-stocking
across supply chains, hurting GDP. (As GDP
measuresactivity,inventorybuild-upaddsto
itandconversely,inventorydepletionlowers
it.) In sectors like cars and two-wheelers, the
transition from BS-IV to BS-VI standards had
exacerbated this trend. The end of this destocking is helping demand for manufacturing. Separately, the urban residential real-estate sector, after struggling for more than five
years, is also seeing a revival.
Aggregategovernmentfiscalinterventions,
from both states and the Centre, have been
worryinglypro-cyclicalsofar,thatis,theywere
a drag on growth when private demand was
weak, and are now adding to the recovery. In
theSeptemberquarter,if governmentspendinghadnotfallen20%versuslastyearandhad
instead grown 20%, overall GDP would have
beennearlyunchanged,asagainstthe7.5%decline that was reported. A pick-up in government spending now is acting as a tailwind
when private demand is also growing.
Some of this is hard to control: Most government departments cannot “work from
home”, and struggled to function. Post lockdowns,theyaretryingtocatchupontheirannual targets.
Four key issues must be kept in mind as
we assess the impact of the Union Budget on
growth. First, the recovery is still fragile and
uneven, and fiscal interventions are still necessary; second, there are constraints in the
government’sexecutioncapacity;third,state
government budgets may matter more, as
theytogetherspend70%to90%morethanthe
Centre; and fourth, the “Budget” has two distinct parts: the fiscal accounting, and the
Budget speech. The latter, by laying out the
medium-termroadmap,cansignificantlyim-

What are the key numbers (deficits,
growth, inflation and revenue
projections) to look out for in the Budget?
What signal will they provide?
The assumptions underlying the Budget
startwithnominalGDPgrowth,whichitselfis
highly uncertain, unlike in earlier years.
Consensuscurrentlyforecasts9%realgrowth
inFY2021-22,which,with4%inflation,should
mean13%nominalgrowth.However,thereis
a possibility thatreal GDP growthitself could
be 13% or higher, implying more than 17%
nominalgrowth.Evenwithoutanytaxbuoyancy (that is, taxes growing faster than GDP,
astheysometimesdoinarecovery),itwould
provide significant fiscal space.
The 15th Finance Commission’s report is
alsolikelytobetabledalongwiththeBudget:
this would affect how much of the gross tax
receipts the Centre can retain and how much
must be devolved to states, as also the allocations on important sectors such as defence,
health and education.
Thegovernmentthenneedstobudgetfor
non-tax receipts, where the big decisions
wouldbeonexpectedreceiptsfromspectrum
sales (in case 5G auctions are planned), and
on disinvestment, where execution on bigticket disinvestment has lagged political intent. Government officials have signalled a
change in the approach on disinvestment;
some concrete medium-term targets would
signal renewed government commitment to
the process.
Withregardtothefiscaldeficittarget,consensuscurrentlyexpectsittobeat5.6%ofGDP.
Thisissignificantlyhigherthanthe3-oddper
centthatwasexpectedpre-pandemic,implyingthatthegovernmentcanworkwithhigher
deficits for a few years.
TheBudgetmayalsorevisemedium-term
fiscal targets like debt to GDP ratio over the
next five years (the current target of 60% appears unrealistic), anda glide path forthe annual deficit ratio.
Onexpenditure,assuminga13%nominal
GDP growth, non-tax receipts similar to that
budgeted for FY2020-21, and the deficit ratio
at5.6%,governmentexpenditurewouldgrow
by 18%. While that appears to be moderate
growth, one must remember that more than
three-fourths of central government spending is pre-committed: interest, salaries, pensions, subsidies, transfers to states, and other
suchheads.Asthesegrowattheirownsteady
pace,toachieve18%growthinoverallexpenditurewouldmeannearly150%growthinthe
non-committed heads.
Such growth levels appear easy in Excel
sheets,butcanchallengethespendingcapacity of the government. It is possible that the
governmentwouldassumeeitheralowertax
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman addresses a pre-Budget meeting last week.
Ministry of Finance via PTI

revenue growth, or a lower fiscal deficit target, in order to keep its expenditure growth
assumptions credible.

employment?
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Healthcare is likely to be a key focus area
for expenditure allocation. What kind of
schemes can help the benefits reach the
masses?
Severalepidemiologistshavestronglyrecommended that the lacunae exposed by the
pandemic should be addressed promptly. In
addition to a budget for vaccination, supplementingprimaryhealthcarecapacityandimprovingitsqualitycanhelpthecountrybebetter prepared for future epidemics. Similarly,
giventhelargeshareofprivatehealthcare,and
thatameaningfulpartof privatefacilitieshad
tobeshutdownduringthepandemic,thesystemmustpreparetoutilisethembetterinfutureepisodes.AspeedyrolloutoftheNational
Digital Health Mission —with a national digital ID, registries for medical facilities, practitioners and medical records, etc — can help.
Stategovernmentstoo,needtoboosttheirfocus on capacity-building.
While actions that focus on disease prevention,suchasaffordablehousing,provision
ofwaterandsanitationtotheurbanpoor,may
notbeclassifiedashealthcare,theyareasimportant in epidemic control, as the surges in
urban slums have shown.
Revenue collections have slowed down in
the post-Covid year. Will a new
tax/surcharge/cess be a sensible choice to
boost government revenues?
As the economy has rebounded, tax revenuesaregrowingtoo,notjustfortheCentre,
butalsoinseveralstates.Wehavealreadyseen
several months of strong GST collection
growth,anddirecttaxesshouldbepickingup
too, as companies’ and individuals’ assessment of full-year income now would be
higher than what they thought likely till
September. Healthy tax growth should continue into the new fiscal year.
Further, given the need to prioritise
growth — required not just for alleviating
poverty but also to keep debt-to-GDP ratios
sustainable— andrelativelyhighmarketexpectationsforthefiscaldeficitratio,newtaxes
and surcharges would not make sense. A
tenth of a percentage point change in the fiscaldeficitratiocanaddRs20,000croretoexpenditure. Surcharges may not add as much
— and in the process, by increasing tax rates,
risk a fall in compliance.
There are expectations of further
reforms in the banking/financial sector.
What could the government deliver on
that front?
Lack of capacity in the financial system is
one of the structural problems in the Indian
economy.If nominalGDPgrowthneedstobe
12% a year for several years, growth in formal
credit needs to be 14% to 15%. If public sector
banks(PSBs),whicharestillalargepartof the
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Continue strict measures to
contain Covid strains: experts
University of Minnesota.
WHILE COVID-19 vacThey warn that while
cine deployment is now
governments are negotiunderway, a threat to
ating a “precarious balvaccine effectiveness
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comes from other
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In an editorial for the
strains later.
journalVirulence,agroup
They write that “continuing pubof scientists have called on governments to consider the continued use lic health efforts to encourage vacciof strict control measures as the only nation as well as continued use of
way to reduce the evolution and proper personal protective equipspread of new Covid-19 variants. The ment (PPE), such as proper masking
authors are experts in evolution, vi- and maintaining safe social interacrology, infectious disease and ge- tions, is of utmost importance”.
nomics at the University of East
Source: University of East Anglia
Anglia (UEA), Earlham Institute and

PAPER

CLIP

Should the government provide direct
support to sectors still affected by the
pandemic, such as hospitality, tourism,
aviation?
While such support may be necessary for
somefirms,plansmustalsotakeintoaccount
the ability to objectively target this aid.
There are incipient signs of inflation
rearing its head. Will this have a bearing
on the Budget?
Sustainedhighfiscaldeficitswhenmonetised by the central bank tend to cause inflation,sothemedium-termfiscalconsolidation
path must keep inflation as a consideration.
However, the current spurt in commodity
pricesareaglobalphenomenon,andhavelittle to do with India’s fiscal choices.

The week-long trek covered over 90 km.
An expeditionist said the temperature along
therouteandthetopwasupto—65to–70degrees, and they had to negotiate the passage
throughblueiceandrocks.Buttheconfidence
the team earned during the ascent would be
aninspirationforfutureadventurers,theyfeel.
Theynegotiatedanotoriouspassagecalled
theBottleneck,mindfulofthedangersofmovingtoofast,whichcouldpotentiallycauseconstriction of the pulmonary blood vessels and
eventually lead to death. “Linked to a rope
they’d fixed to the ice, Purja and the other
climbers stepped around such unspoken
truths like so many shattered ice houses,” The
NYT wrote.
Back from the peak, Purja tweeted: “The
firstascentofK2inwinter.Noindividualagendas,noindividualgreedbutonlysolidarityand
jointforceofTeamNepalwithasharedvision.”

ON JANUARY 16, a group of Nepali mountaineersbecamethefirstclimberstoscalethe
K2 peak in winter. Why is this significant, and
how was it achieved?

What is K2

Note: The Jan 24 figure in this graph is based on the government update on Jan 25

Can — and should — the government
utilise the euphoria in the equity markets
to privatise PSUs at a much bigger scale,
which could deliver efficiency gains and
the resources for supporting the
economy?
The government needs to restructure its
balance sheet by shifting its asset ownership
away from mines, smelters, refineries, and
too many financial firms, to providing better
healthcare, education, urban infrastructure,
defence, social security, and other such
needs. A robust equity market provides a
good opportunity to exit current holdings.
Thegovernmentmustalsore-evaluateitsapproach to disinvestment: an incessant
trickle-feed of stocks in governmentcompanies instead of strategic sales have made
them lag the overall market.

Making the assault

KATHMANDU,JANUARY25

Jan 15

While the monetary stimulus and
liquidity injection from the RBI largely
supported the economy this year, should
the government go for a direct fiscal
stimulus to hasten the recovery process?
WhilegrowthintheeconomyinFY202122 can be meaningfully higher than current
consensus estimates, the level of output
would still be substantially below what may
have been expected pre-pandemic. Progrowth fiscal interventions can help the recovery,particularlyif prudentlytargeted–on
theurbanpoor,informalfirms,healthcarecapacity, affordable housing, or infrastructure
construction.

Meeting the last big challenge of mountaineering:
What it took a Nepali team to climb K2 in winter
YUBARAJGHIMIRE

200,000

financial system, do not have the incentives
to grow, the system cannot expand at that
pace.Thegovernmentcanchoosetoprivatise
somePSBs,orseparateownershipfrommanagementforallPSBsbycreatingabankinvestment company. It can also create a well-capitalisedDevelopmentFinanceInstitution(DFI)
to support financing needs as the NIP is expanded.

At 8,611 metres, K2 is the second highest
mountain in the world, after Mount Everest
whoseheightwasrecentlyrevisedto8,848m.
K2 is located on the border between the
Pakistan-occupiedGilgit-Baltistanregionand
China.K2wasfirstclimbedin1954,butallsuccessful ascents have been in the warmer
months —until now.It hasbeen tried only six
times in the coldest months, and each effort
ended in failure, climbing guide Freddie
Wilkinson wrote in The New York Times.
“ScalingK2inwinterwasperhapsthelastgreat
prizeofhigh-altitudemountaineering,asport
born as an expression of national strength
amongWesternEuropeannationsinthemid20th century,” Wilkinson wrote.
Pronetoavalanches,markedbyforbidding
temperaturesandfiercewinds,K2issoformidablethatitiscalledthe‘SavageMountain’.For
everyfourclimberswhoreachitssummit,one
dies, The NYT said in another article; not even
400 climbers have reached the peak, fewer
thanthepeoplewhohavebeentoouterspace.

The mission

Theadventurewasplannedintheofficeof
theSevenSummitTrekcompanylastsummer,
atatimewhenCovid-19hadbroughtahaltto
mountaineering in Nepal. Mingma Sherpa of
the company hosted a meeting of climbers
who discussed the role the mountaineering
community had to play amid the restrictions.
“Wemustdecidetodaywhatitshouldbelike,”
they resolved. And scaling K-2 in winter became a “consensus mission”.
"The feat achieved at 1656 hours on
January16byateamof climbers—allNepalis
— was the outcome of that meeting in June,”

What next

Nirmal Purja’s team on K2, which they scaled last week. Nirmal Purja
Mingma Sherpa told The Indian Express. “Our
current mission is over, but our responsibility
and larger campaign will continue,” he said.

The climbers

The climbers, who went in two teams,
were Nirmal Purja, Gelje Sherpa, Mingma
David Sherpa, Mingma G, Sona Sherpa,
Mingma Tenzi Sherpa, Prem Chhiri Sherpa,
Dawa Temba Sherpa, Killi Pemba Sherpa and
DawaTenzingSherpa.TheyreturntoNepalon
Tuesday, 10 days after the ascent.
“Brother to brother, shoulder to shoulder,
we walked together to the summit whilst
singing the Nepali national anthem. We all
stoppedaround10mbeforereachingthesummittohuddleandmakeourfinalstepstogether
as a team to mark this historical feat,” Nirmal
Purja tweeted.

Purja, who hails from Chitwan district in
theplains,andisaretiredGorkhaoftheBritish
Army, climbed all fourteen 8,000-m-plus
mountainsintheworldtwoyearsago,within
arecordsixmonthsandsixdays.Thisincluded
K-2 but that ascent was in summer.
Afterthetrekcompanysolicitedparticipationfromwillingexpeditionists,Purjaoffered
to participate along with five others — the
“Nimsdai group”, in which all except him belonged to the Sherpa community. Geljen
SherpahadclimbedseveralHimalayanpeaks
alongwithhimin2019;MingmaDavidSherpa
had rescued 52 climbers from the slopes of
Everest in a single climbing season in 2016.
Mingma G, a Sherpa who had climbed
Everestfivetimes,K2twice,andalltheworld’s
8,000-metrepeakswhenhewasstillinhis20s,
led a separate team of Sherpas.

New Delhi

There are still around 40 members of the
expeditiontryingtheirlucktogettothetopof
the Mountain on Pak-China border, and 19 of
them are Nepalis, Mingma Sherpa said.
Purja said the mission would focus on climatechangeandglobalwarming.Hetweeted:
“Globalwarmingandclimatechangeisoneof
thebiggestchallengestheworldisfacingright
now. The human race needs to unite to face
era’s most threatening looming crisis. If we
unite we can make anything possible.”
On their return from the peak, the mountaineerscalledonGeneralQamarJavedBajwa,
ChiefofArmyStaffinPakistanandthankedthe
Pakistan government for its support. “We are
humbled with the success, and the hospitalitywegot.Pakistanisoursecondhome,”adelegatesaid.PakistanandPakistan-occupiedregions have five of the fourteen 8,000-metre
plusmountainsthatcouldbringmoremountaineers together in future adventures.
But the successful ascent was all about
Nepali pride. And before planning future
events, the team is expected to do an enormous amount of homework back in Nepal.
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Additional vaccines:
Revise trial protocols,
SEC tells drugmakers
PRABHARAGHAVAN

NEWDELHI,JANUARY25
AN EXPERT body looking into
requestsbySerumInstituteof
India and Bharat Biotech to
conduct human testing of additionalCovid-19vaccineshas
askedthecompaniestorevise
theirclinicaltrialprotocols.
The Subject Expert
Committee(SEC)underIndia’s
apex drug regulatory body
(CDSCO) has recommended
thatSIIconductitsmid-tolatestageclinicaltrials(phase2/3)
“withplaceboorothervaccine
as the comparator for which
justification is required”. This
follows a meeting on January
13, where the SEC had asked
thePunefirmtoreplaceitsproposal to compare the vaccine,
Covovax (developed by
American biotech firm
Novavax),witha“comparator”
vaccineinsteadof aplacebo.
A comparator vaccine is
one that has already been
launched for the purpose that
thenewvaccineisbeingtested,
while a placebo is an inactive
vaccinethatlookslikethevaccine being tested. In this case,

the SEC had noted that vaccines against Covid-19 —
CovishieldandCovaxin—have
already been approved in the
country and should therefore
be used as the comparator in
SII’stestingof Covovax.
However,theSECchanged
its opinion on January 18 and
19 after SII presented its proposalalongwith“variouscomparator options”. It has asked
thePunefirmtoonceagainreviseitsprotocolaccordingly.
In the case of Bharat
Biotech,whichisattemptingto
test a single-dose intranasal
Covid-19vaccine‘BBV154’,the
SEC on Jan 18 and 19 recommended that the company
conduct phase 1 clinical trials
using75volunteers.Thecommittee asked the firm to submitsafetyandimmunogenicity data for its consideration
before it proceeds to the second phase of the trial. Bharat
Biotech would have to revise
itsprotocolaccordingly.
So far, SII and Bharat
Biotech have received restrictedapprovalsinanemergency situation for their
Covishield and Covaxin respectively.

What is intranasal
vaccine & its uses?
PRABHARAGHAVAN

NEWDELHI,JANUARY25
AN EXPERT body looking into
Bharat Biotech’s application for
testingitsproposedsingle-doseintranasalCovid-19vaccine,BBV154,
hasaskedittoreviseitsprotocolto
conductclinicaltrials.
Whatisanintranasal
vaccine?
Vaccines are most
commonly administered as injectable shots
into the muscles (intramuscular) or the tissue just between the skin and the muscles.
However,withintranasalvaccines,
thesolutionissquirtedorsprayed
into the nostrils and inhaled in-

steadofinjectingit.Itisn’tthemost
commonrouteofadministeringa
vaccine and, so far, only some flu
shotsaregiventhisway.
Whatareitsbenefits
duringapandemic?
Such vaccines not only aim to
overcomebarrierstodeliveryand
administration that
come with producing
and distributing injectable vaccines, they
also may be able to tap
an additional set of immune cells found in the
tissues lining the nose,
mouth and lungs. Intranasal vaccinesreducetheneedforsyringes,
needlesandothercomponents.
Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

ANTITRUST BODY TO INTERACT WITH INDUSTRY, GOVT OFFICIALS ON FEB 5

Riskofduopolyintelecom,‘survival’
ininterestofcompetition:CCIstudy

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY25

UNDERSCORING THAT the
moniker of being the “lowest
priced telecom market in the
world” for India is not without a
tradeoff, the Competition
CommissionofIndia(CCI)saidany
exit from the country’s telecom
sectorwouldmeanavirtualduopoly and that “survival” was in the
long-terminterestofcompetition.
Inareportonkeyfindingsand
observationsofamarketstudyon
India’stelecomsector,theantitrust
bodyhasalludedtothefactthatat
least two key moves by the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India(Trai)—the2018decisionon
defining a significant market
power(SMP)andthe2017downward revision of mobile termination charges — shaped the competitivelandscapeof theindustry
afterthelaunchof Jioin2016.
Firstly,theCCIhaspointedout
thatRelianceJio’spricingstrategy
didnotmeritregulatoryattention,
giventhattheex-antecompetition
analysis — the one based on forecasts rather than actual results —
byTraiisbasedonthedefinitionof
a significant market power, and
that only an entity with SMP can
engage in conduct that is anti-

competitive.“Anewentrantwith
no presence in the relevant marketisthusatonceprecludedfrom
suchconduct.Reliance’sentryinto
telecomthroughJiodidnotmerit
regulatoryattentiondespiteitsdiscountedpricingstrategy.Basedon
Trai’sdefinitionof SMP,Jiodidnot
qualify as an entity with SMP and
bydefinition‘predatory’,”itnoted.
Reliance Jio launched services
in September 2016 offering free
voice services and rock-bottom
data tariffs. This led to the incumbent operators at the time responding to the tariff decline by
matchingthenewtariffs,wherein
voice,whichaccountedfor70per
cent of their revenues becoming
free, and data prices falling by approximately 85 per cent. “The
sharp decline in prices led to severalexits,andindustryrevenuein
2018-19 amounted to nearly the
same as the revenue from almost
adecadeago,”theCCIreportsaid.
TheCCIsaidwhileoverallwelfare implications of such “price
shocks”werehardtojudge,itwas
certain that weakened competitionwilldelayaccesstonewtechnologiessuchas5G.Ithassaidcreating a competitive market for 5G
will be crucial to its success, and
thataweaksectorwilldulltheincentivestoinnovateandcompete.
TheobservationsmadebyCCI

DEBT BURDEN

■The CCI said high costs
of spectrum acquisition,
and the demands of
network upgradation
had increased the
industry debt burden.
are based on a market study conducted by the Indian Council for
Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER), which is
learnttohavesubmitteditsreport
inMay2020.TheCCIwillinteract
with telecom industry and government officials on competition
issuesinthetelecomsectorbased
ontheICRIERreportonFebruary5.
Secondly,the2017decisionby
the telecom sector watchdog to
slash the mobile termination
chargesfrom14paiseperminute
to 6 paise per minute also “adverselyimpactedthecompetitive
positionofincumbentoperators”.
Foreverycallthatismade,thecalling company used to pay the recipientnetworkamobiletermination charge, or an interconnect
usage charge (IUC). In September
2017, when the decision was announced,aroadmapwasalsolaid
down of completely doing away
withthechargebyJanuary1,2020.
The scrapping of the charge was

‘Cairn Energy
threatens to
Job losses from virus 4 times as enforce award
bad as 2009 financial crisis: ILO against Indian
Four times as many jobs were lost due to the pandemic in
2020 as during the worst part of the 2009 global financial assets overseas’
COVID-19 IMPACT

crisis, an International Labour Organization report said

8.8%

Share of all work
hours around the
world that was destroyed last
year due to restrictions on
businesses and public life
255 million: Estimated
number of full-time jobs lost in
2020 — quadruple the impact
of the financial crisis of
2008-09
$3.7 trillion: Income
equivalent lost globally due to
job losses in 2020

Worse than Great
Depression: This has been the
most severe crisis for the
world of work since the Great
Depression of the 1930s
Source: ILO/PTI

NewDelhi:CairnEnergyhasbegun
to take steps to identify Indian assets overseas against which it can
enforce the $1.2 billion award it
won last month in an arbitration
case,asperaletter,addressedtothe
Indian High Commission in
London,seenbyReuters.
Cairnwasawardeddamagesof
over $1.2 billion plus interest and
costsinataxdispute.Anofficialsaid
atthetimethegovernmentwould
likelychallengetheorder. Cairnis
looking to identify bank accounts
andotherassets,includingpotentially Air India planes and even
ships, that could be subject to
seizure in the absence of a settlement,saidasource. REUTERS

thendelayedandhasbeenimplemented effective January 1, 2021.
Given that traffic had skewed as a
resultofJio’sfreeofferingswiththe
incumbentsgettinghighvolumes
ofincomingcalls,thecutinIUCseverelyaffectedapotentialrevenue
streamof theestablishedplayers.
On the consolidation in the
telecomsectorpostthe2016start
of tariff declines, the competition
regulator has said that to lower
costs and improve survival,
smaller players were acquired,
whilebigoperatorslikeVodafone
India and Idea Cellular merged.
“The prevailing market structure
validatestheempiricalfindingexpressedastheruleofthree,which
predictsthatmaturemarketsnormally support three main competitors, others who survive, are
limited to the fringes or a niche.
Thethreemajorprivatesectoroperators, namely Jio, Airtel and
Vodafone-Idea own almost 88.4
percentof themarket,”itsaid.
The CCI also said high costs of
spectrumacquisition,andthedemands of network upgradation
had increased the industry debt
burden. Technological disruption
and tariff competition “triggered
by the entry of Reliance Jio jointly
aggravated the financial distress
reflectedintheunprecedenteddecline in revenue of the industry

throughtheyears2017and2019”.
In an earlier interview, CCI
Chairman Ashok Kumar Gupta
told this newspaper that telecom
is a sector that requires large investments,withtheplayersbeing
there for the long haul, and that
“exitbycertainplayersisasmuch
anindicatorofcompetitionasentry”. Going ahead, CCI predicts in
themarketstudyreportthatinadditiontoprice-basedcompetition,
non-tariffbaseddifferentiatorslike
quality of services,bundled offeringswillbethefocusareasforserviceproviderstoimprovecustomer
retention. However, it also said
bundlinginformofstrategicpartnershipsbetweentelecomoperatorsandcontentproviders,e-commerceplatforms,digitalpayment
platforms,etcisdesignedtocreate
“dependency”. The report cited
the examples of Jio’s investments
in various media companies and
the investments into it from tech
giants like Google and Facebook,
apartfromAirtel’spotentialtovertically integrate illustrated by its
presence across all communicationstechnologies.
“The stakeholders in India do
not yet perceive vertical integration as a threat to competition.
However,cross-countryexamples
do suggest a need for deeper
scrutiny,”theCCInoted.

BRIEFLY

Sensexfalls
531points
Mumbai:TheSensexfell531
points to 48,347.59, while
NSE Nifty fell 133 points to
14,238.90onreportsof border issues with China. ENS

JayatiGhosh
inUNpanel
United Nations: Economist
Jayati Ghosh has been appointedbytheUNtoahighleveladvisoryboardthatwill
give recommendations for
its Secretary-General.

ESICscheme
adds9.33lakh
NewDelhi:Around9.33lakh
newmembersjoinedEmployees’StateInsuranceCorporation’s(ESIC)socialsecurityschemeinNovember. PTI

Ambulances
givenbyPGCIL
NewDelhi:PowerGridCorporation of India Ltd (PGCIL)
handed over three ambulances to the Civil Surgeon,
Ferozpur, Punjab. ENS

Delhi High Court to enforce the
decisionofaSingaporearbitrator,
which Amazon and Future had
agreed to use in case of disputes,
the filing showed.
Future has “deliberately” disobeyedthearbitrator’sorderwithoutchallengingit,Amazonargued
initscourtfiling,whichislikelyto

beheardbythecourtinNewDelhi
laterthisweek.Anyviolationofthe
arbitrator order invites the “same
consequences” as a violation of a
court order would, Amazon argued, urging the court to also detain Future Group CEO Kishore
Biyani, and some other respondentsinthecase,inacivilprison.

Appellate tribunal
Chennai Bench

AASHISHARYAN

NEWDELHI,JANUARY25
THE NATIONAL Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has
set aside an order of insolvency
against Kolkata-based RP
Infosystemsasthepleafiledbythe
financial creditor, State Bank of
India (SBI), was beyond the limitation period of three years.
In its judgment, the NCLAT
said that since the insolvency petitionmovedbySBIin2019,seven
years after RP Infosystems’ accounts were declared non-performing assets in 2013. In 2020,
theKolkatabenchof theNational
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
hadadmittedtheinsolvencypetition against the company based

UN: FDI inflows fall
in major economies;
India, China outliers
YOSHITASINGH

NEW YORK, JANUARY 25
FOREIGNDIRECTInvestmentinto
India rose by 13 per cent in 2020,
boosted by interest in the digital
sector, and while fund flows “declined most strongly” in major
economiessuchastheUK,theUS
and Russia due to the Covid-19
pandemic,IndiaandChina“bucked the trend”, the UN has said.
An ‘investment trends monitor’ issued by the United Nations
ConferenceonTradeandDevelopment(UNCTAD)onSundaysaid
that global foreign direct investment (FDI) collapsed in 2020 by
42 per cent to an estimated $859
billion from $1.5 trillion in 2019.
Suchalowlevelwaslastseen
in the 1990s and is more than 30
per cent below the investment
trough that followed the 20082009 global financial crisis.
ThedeclineinFDIinflowswas
concentratedindevelopedcountries,wherefundflowsdecreased
by 69 per cent to an estimated
$229billion.However,FDIinIndia
rose13percent,boostedbyinvestments in the digital sector. PTI

Goyal: Policies,
reforms worked

New Delhi: The government policiesandreformshavemadeIndia
apreferreddestinationforforeign
direct investments and the inflows grew at the fastest rate
among top economies, Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal tweeted on Monday. PTI

‘2020 growth
pegged at -9.6%’
UnitedNations:India’seconomyis
estimated to contract by 9.6 per
cent in 2020, as lockdowns and
other efforts to control Covid-19
slashed domestic consumption
without halting the spread of the
disease, and the growth is expected to recover and grow at 7.3
percentin2021,theUNsaidinthe
latest World Economic Situation
andProspects.In2020,theworld
economy shrank by 4.3 per cent,
overtwoandhalftimesmorethan
duringtheglobalfinancialcrisisof
2009. PTI

The Chief Executive Of cer, PCNTDA, Pune invites online bids from eligible bidders/ contractors who
ful ll the conditions in the respective tender document for the construction of works detailed below. The
bidders may submit bids for any or all of the following works.
Sr.
No.

Name of Work

Type of Cost Put to
Tender Tender (Rs.)
without GST

1

Project 3:- Construction
of Affordable Housing
Project 3234 EWS-A
TYPE Dwelling Units in
Sector 12 of PCNTDA.
e-Tender no. : B-1/C02/
2020-21

B -1 3568048346/plus
Lumpsum

17840500/-

24
Months

50,000/- + GST

2

Project 4:- Construction
of Affordable Housing
Project 1428 LIG-A
TYPE Dwelling Units in
Sector 12 of PCNTDA.
e-Tender no. : B-1/C03/
2020-21

B -1 2752804218/plus
Lumpsum

13764500/-

24
Months

50,000/- + GST

Project 5:- Construction
of Affordable Housing
Project 321 EWS- B &
1326 LIG-B TYPE
Dwelling Units in Sector
12 of PCNTDA
e-Tender no. : B-1/C04/
2020-21

B -1 2526479664/plus
Lumpsum

12632500/-

Bid Security Time
(EMD) (Rs.)
Limit
e-payment
in
gateway only Months

Cost of Bid
document
(Rs.) e-payment
gateway only
(Non Refundable)

LARSEN AND Toubro (L&T) on
Monday said its consolidated orderbookstoodatarecordRs3.31
lakhcroreattheendofDecember
2020, up 9 per cent year-on-year,
followingthehighest-everorders
won in a quarter. “The several
largecontractsbaggedinQ3FY21
include the High Speed Rail; orderinflowsjumped76 percentyo-y to Rs 73,233 crore,” L&T said
inafiling.Internationalordersaccount for about a fifth of the total
orderbook.TheorderinflowinQ3
stood at Rs 1,24,846 crore, it said.
Meanwhile, L&T’s consolidated net profits for Q3 rose 4.87
percenty-o-ytoRs2,466.71crore.
While revenues dipped 1.78 per
centy-o-ytoRs35,594.4crore,the
operating margin came in at 12
percent,up60basispointsy-o-y.
“Both India and Middle East
marketsaretough.InIndialotdependsonthekindofpushthegovernment is going to give to infrastructure, in Middle East quite a
bitdependsonoilpricesbutatthe
same time they want to create
jobs and keep population engaged, so we are hopeful that we
will be able to keep the momentumthatwehaveatthemoment,”
SNSubrahmanyan,CEOandmanaging director, L&T, said. FE

New Delhi: The Chennai
Bench of the NCLAT was inaugurated by Finance and
Corporate Affairs Nirmala
SitharamanonMonday.The
Bench will have jurisdiction
to hear appeals against orderspassedbybenchesof the
NCLT having jurisdiction of
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, LakshwadeepandPuducherry. PTI

on the application moved by SBI.
In its judgment, delivered last
Wednesday and made available
later, the NCLAT set aside the

NCLT’s order and held that the
firm was “allowed to function independentlythroughitsBoardof
Directorswithimmediateeffect”.
The order by the NCLAT follows even as two of RP Infosystems directors, Shibaji Panja and
KaustavRay,areaccusedoffinancial fraud. Panja and Ray had in
2018 been arrested by the CBI for
cheatinganddefraudingaconsortium of 10 banks led by Canara
BankforatotalofRs515crore.The
consortium includes SBI, its then
subsidiariesStateBankofBikaner
&JaipurandStateBankof Patiala,
Union Bank of India, Punjab
National Bank, Allahabad Bank,
Oriental Bank of Commerce, and
Central Bank of India.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

For and on behalf of the Chairman, Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board, J&K, sealed
tenders on the prescribed format affixed with Revenue Stamps worth Rs. 6/- are
invited from reputed professional firms/companies dealing in RFID Tracking
and running of computerized online prepaid system for:“Design, Installation, Commissioning and Operationalizing on BOT (Build,
Operate, and Transfer) model”:i. A computerized online prepaid system with required number of counters for
the pilgrims utilizing pony/pithu/Palki services visiting Shri Amarnathji Shrine.
ii. Setting up of e-surveillance and RFID tracking of Pilgrim and
Service Providers.
iii. Robust MIS system for management and monitoring of the project.
For details please visit Board’s website www.shriamarnathjishrine.com. The
duly sealed offer/tender addressed to the Chief Executive Officer, Shri
Amarnathji Shrine Board must reach this office at/on or before 05th Feb. 2021
upto 3 PM IST.
No.: 01/SASB/RFID
Addl. Chief Executive Officer
Dated:- 25th Jan. 2021
Shri AmarnathjI Shrine Board
SASB-12

SHRI AMARNATHJI SHRINE BOARD
Chaitanya Ashram, Talab Tillo, Jammu
Ph: 0191-2555662, Telefax: 0191-2503399

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
FOR PROVIDING HELICOPTER SERVICES DURING YATRA 2021

1. Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board (SASB) invites sealed tenders, in
two bids format, from reputed and registered Aviation
Companies, having a minimum fleet of Three Airworthy Light
Helicopters, endorsed on its NSOP, for Flight Operations in the
Air Space of J&K, in the Pahalgam - Sangam Top - Pahalgam
Sector, purely on leave and License Basis for the Yatra Period
during Yatra 2021.
2. For further detailed about the Tender, please refer to our website.
www.shriamarnathjishrine.com.
Sd/No. SASB/NIT/2021/05
Addl. Chief Executive Officer
Dated: 25.01.2021
SASB-11

Government of India
Department of Atomic Energy
Heavy Water plant Kota
Notice Inviting e-tenders

Online item rate tenders are invited through e-tendering by General Manager, for and on
behalf of President of India from approved, eligible and experienced contractors at Heavy
Water Plant (Kota) Post Anushakti-323303, Via Kota (Rajasthan) for the following works
as detailed below.

24
Months

50,000/- + GST

Sr.
No.

1

The detailed tender notice and the bid documents are available on www.mahatenders.gov.in. For
interested bidders who are not registered with this e-tendering portal shall get themselves registered on
www.mahatenders.gov.in. 24 X 7 technical support is available on toll free number 1800 3070 2232.
The detailed tender notice is also available on www.pcntda.org.in.

Advt. No.24/2020-21

MUMBAI,JANUARY25

ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE

PIMPRI CHINCHWAD NEW TOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
AKURDI, PUNE 411 044.
Tender Notice No.:- Engg/B 03 For 2020-21

3

ENSECONOMICBUREAU

SHRI AMARNATH JI SHRINE BOARD

Future, in a statement to BSE
and NSE stock exchanges, said it
had been informed by Amazon
lawyersaboutthecourtfiling,and
it would defend the case. Future
and a spokesman for Biyani, as
well as Reliance, did not respond
torequestsforcomment.Amazon
declinedtocomment. REUTERS

INFLOWSININDIAUP13%,GLOBALFDIDOWN42%

Netprofitup4.87%

NCLAT stays insolvency
process of RP Infosystems

Detain Future Group CEO, Amazon urges Delhi HC

New Delhi: Amazon.com Inc has
requested a court to block Future
Group’s $3.4 billion deal to sell its
retail assets and called for the
group’s CEO to be detained, a
court filing seen by Reuters
showed.IntheUSgiant’slatesteffort to derail Future’s asset sale to
Reliance Industries, it asked the

Q3 contracts
push L&T
order book to
all-time high

Sd/(Bansi Gawali)
Chief Executive Of cer,
Pimpri Chinchwad New Town Development Authority,
Akurdi, Pune 411044.

E-Tender
Notice No.

Name of work

HWPK/INC/OS Laying of cable, shifting
of
H2SM/2020/06 H2S monitors with accessories
and Cage
structure from
existing place to new place,
specified by HWP (K).

Estimated
Cost

Tender Selling Date

EMD Amount

Pre-Bid Meeting Date

Tender
Processing
Fee
` 27,93,500/EMD
declaration
form
` 1648/-

Last Date of Online
Submission of Tender
28.01.2021 (10:00 Hrs.) to
18.02.2021 (17:00 Hrs.),
20.02.2021 (10:00 Hrs.) to
20.02.2021 (16:00 Hrs.)
25.02.2021 up to 14.30 Hrs

The Technical Bid of above tender will be opened on 25.02.2021 at 15:00 hrs. Detailed
NIT & tender documents are available on website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE for free
view / download.
Detailed NIT is also available on website www.hwb.gov.in for view only. For further
information, please contact on (01475)242214/242201 Fax: 01475-242203 on all working
days.
Registered contractors only, can purchase / download & submit / upload tenders.
Interested agencies may visit this website for registration. Contact for assistance /
clarification
24x7
@
09969395522
(Sh.
Rudresh),
e-mail:
rudresh.tenderwizard@gmail.com or daehelpdesk@gmail.com Contact No: 011
49424365.
(V.V.S.A. Prasad)
General Manager
HWPK/INC/OS/2020/06
for and on Behalf of the President of India

New Delhi
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Supporters of Karima
Baloch during a
protest in Karachi. AP
PAKISTAN

Balochactivist
buriedamid
tightsecurity

A 37-YEAR-OLD Pakistani
dissident from ethnic
Baloch community and
womenrightactivist,who
died in exile in Canada,
was brought home and
buried inhervillageinthe
restive
Balochistan
province amid tight security, officials said on
Monday. Karima Baloch,
the political activist who
campaigned extensively
against disappearances
and human rights violations in the troubled
Balochistan province, was
found dead in Toronto
downtown waterfront on
December22.Officialssaid
herimmediatefamilywas
present at the funeral on
Sunday in the Tump village of the Keach area of
the restive province. PTI

CHINA

Xicallsforstronger
macro-economic
coordination

CHINA’S PRESIDENT Xi
Jinping on Monday called
ontheworldtostrengthen
macroeconomicpolicycoordination and bolster the
role of the G20 in global
economicgovernanceashe
pointedtoa“rathershaky”
recovery from the coronaviruspandemic.Speaking
at a virtual meeting of the
World Economic Forum —
a gathering usually held in
a Swiss ski resort — Xi said
the global economic outlook remained uncertain
and public health emergencies “may very well recur” in future. “We should
build an open world economy ... discard discriminatoryandexclusionarystandards, rules and systems,
and take down barriers to
trade,investmentandtechnological exchanges,” he
said. REUTERS

EUROPE

EUtodebate
Russiasanctions
afterarrests

THEEUROPEANUnionwill
considerfreshsanctionson
Russian individuals on
Monday after more than
3,000peoplewerearrested
acrossRussiaonSaturdayto
demand the release of
Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny.Lithuania’sforeign
minister,arrivinginBrussels
for a meeting of the bloc’s
27 top diplomats, said “a
change is in the air in
Russia” that the bloc must
support, especially after
Navalny’s detention as he
returned to Russia from
Germany. The EU already
has economic sanctions
on various Russian industries. REUTERS<

BRITAIN

Mountbatten’s
Indianbraceletto
beauctioned

A DIAMOND bracelet and
jewelled decorative elephants from Jaipur are
some of the Indian heirlooms that make up a collection of 350 personal
itemsbelongingtoPatricia
Mountbatten, the eldest
daughter of Lord Louis
Mountbatten — the last
Viceroy of India — which
will go under the hammer
in London in March. The
Sotheby’s auction in
London includes many
items inherited from her
ancestorssharingconnections with India. PTI

Moderna says its vaccine works
on new variants of coronavirus

But admits it
provokes weaker
response against
S African variant
JANUARY 25

ANDRÉS MANUEL LÓPEZ OBRADOR
Mexican President

Mexico President
tests positive
Mexico City: Mexican President
Andrés Manuel López Obrador
said he has tested positive for
Covid-19, an announcement that
comesashiscountryregistersthe
highest levels of infections and
deathstodate.
López Obrador, who has
been criticised for his handling
of Mexico’s pandemic and for
not setting an example of preventioninpublic,saidSundayon
his official Twitter account that
his symptoms are mild and he is
under medical treatment. José
Luis Alomía Zegarra, Mexico’s director of epidemiology, said the
67-year-old López Obrador was
“isolatingathome”. AP

AsHousesendsTrump
impeachmenttoSenate,
manyinGOPopposetrial

Law enforcement agencies probing threats to lawmakers

DENISE GRADY
MODERNA’S VACCINE is effective against new variants of the
coronavirus that have emerged
in Britain and South Africa, the
company announced on
Monday.Butit appears to be less
protective against the variant
discovered in South Africa, and
so the company is developing a
new form of the vaccine that
could be used as a booster shot.
“We’re doing it today to be
ahead of the curve should we
need to,” Dr Tal Zaks, Moderna’s
chief medical officer, said in an
interview. “I think of it as an insurance policy.”
Headded:“Idon’tknowif we
need it, and I hope we don’t.”
Moderna reported findings
from a study that used blood
samples from eight people who
had received two doses of the
vaccine, and two monkeys that
had also been immunised.
The variant found in Britain
had no effect on the levels of
neutralising antibodies — the
type that can disable the virus —
produced after vaccination. But
withtheform from SouthAfrica,
there was a six-fold reduction in
those levels.
Even so, the company said,
those antibodies “remain above
levels that are expected to be
protective”.
Modernacollaboratedonthe
study with the Vaccine Research
Center at the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, part of the US National
Institutes of Health.
The results have not yet been
published or peer-reviewed, but
have been submitted to bioRxiv,
which posts preliminary studies
online.
The company’s action is part
of aracetocontrolashape-shiftingvirusthathasalreadycreated
global havoc and now threatens
tomutateinwaysthatwillmake
it even harder to fight. NYT

CAPITOL RIOT: REPUBLICAN ANGER COOLING

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON, JANUARY 25

MOVIESCREENINGAMIDCOVID:AwomanwatchesamovieduringtheProjetaRocinhacultural
projectwhichprojectsmovies,musicclipsandahealthcampaignontheDoisIrmaosmountain
atoptheRocinhaslumamidtheCovid-19outbreak,inRiodeJaneiro,Brazil,Sunday. Reuters

China pushes more conspiracy
theories on virus origin, vaccines
HUIZHONG WU

TAIPEI, JANUARY 25
CHINESE STATE media have
stoked concerns about Pfizer’s
Covid-19 vaccine, despite rigoroustrialsthatshoweditwassafe.
Agovernmentspokespersonhas
raised the unfounded theory
that the coronavirus could have
emerged from a US military lab,
givingitmorecredenceinChina.
As the ruling Communist
Party faces growing questioning
about China’s vaccines and renewedcriticismofitsearlyCovid19 response, it is hitting back by
encouraging conspiracy theories
thatexpertssaycouldcauseharm.
State media and officials are
sowing doubts about Western
vaccines and the origin of the
coronavirus in an apparent bid
todeflecttheattacks.Bothissues
are in the spotlight because of
the rollout of vaccines globally
and the recent arrival of a World
Health Organisation team in
Wuhan, China, to investigate the
origins of the virus.
Someoftheseconspiracytheories find a receptive audience at
home. The social media hashtag
“American’s Ft. Detrick,” started
bytheCommunistYouthLeague,
was viewed at least 1.4 billion
times last week after a Foreign
Ministry spokesperson called for
a WHO investigation of the biological weapons lab in Maryland.

AstheChinesegovernmentfacesgrowingquestioningabout
vaccinesandrenewedcriticism of itsearlyCovid-19response,
itishittingbackbyencouragingconspiracytheories. Reuters
“Its purpose is to shift the
blamefrommishandlingby(the)
Chinese government in the pandemic’s early days to conspiracy
by the US,” said Fang Shimin, a
now-US-basedwriterknownfor
exposingfakeddegreesandother
fraudinChinesescience.“Thetactic is quite successful because of
widespread anti-American sentiment in China.”
Yuan Zeng, an expert on
Chinese media at the University
of Leeds in Great Britain, saidthe
government’s stories spread so
widely that even well-educated
Chinese friends have asked her
whether they might be true.
Inflamingdoubtsandspreading conspiracy theories might
add to public health risks as governments try to dispel unease
about vaccines, she said, saying,

Merck abandons two
vaccines in clinical trials
CARL ZIMMER
JANUARY 25

MERCK ANNOUNCED on
Monday that it was abandoning
a pair of Covid-19 vaccines in
clinical trials.
The news came as a disappointmentatatimewhentheUS
andothercountriesarestruggling
to accelerate their sluggish vaccination campaigns and new coronavirusvariantsthreatentobring
surgesoverthenextfewmonths.
The two projects are the secondandthirdvaccinestobeabandoned in clinical trials. The
University of Queensland in
Australia abandoned its own effortinDecember.Sanofiandother
vaccine makers have paused

someprojectsaftergettingdisappointinginitialresultsbutarenow
regrouping to move forward.
Merck was slower than other
companies to get into the Covid19vaccinerace.InJune,itacquired
the Austrian firm Themis
Bioscience to develop a vaccine
originally designed at Institut
Pasteur, based on a weakened
measlesvirus.Researchersbegan
a Phase 1 trial in August. In a second effort, Merck partnered with
IAVI, a nonprofit scientific organisationthatdevelopsvaccinesand
treatments, on another vaccine.
“Wearegratefultoourcollaborators who worked with us on
these vaccine candidates and to
thevolunteersinthetrials,”Dean
Y Li, the president of Merck
Research Laboratories, said. NYT

“That is super, super dangerous.”
In the latest volley, state media called for an investigation
intothedeathsof 23elderlypeopleinNorwayaftertheyreceived
the Pfizer vaccine. An anchor at
CGTN, the English-language station of state broadcaster CCTV,
and the Global Times newspaper
accused Western media of ignoring the news. Health experts
say deaths unrelated to the vaccine are possible during mass
vaccination campaigns.
The state media coverage followed a report by researchers in
Brazilwhofoundtheeffectiveness
of a Chinese vaccine lower than
previously
announced.
ResearchersinitiallysaidSinovac’s
vaccine is 78% effective, but that
wasrevisedto50.4%afterincluding mildly symptomatic cases.

Google to make
facilities available
for vaccination
Washington: Google’s IndianAmerican CEO Sundar Pichai announcedonMondaythatthetech
giantwouldopenupitsspacesin
the US to serve as mass Covid-19
vaccination sites and committed
more than $150 million to promote vaccine education.
Google is initially looking at
opening up offices spaces inside
the US, but could do the same in
other countries too, an official
said. “Today we’re announcing
that we’ll be opening up Google
spaces to serve as mass vaccinationsites,committingmorethan
$150 million to promote vaccine
educationandequitabledistribution, and making it easier for you
to find where and when to get a
vaccine,” Pichai said. PTI

AS THE House prepares to bring
theimpeachmentchargeagainst
Donald Trump to the Senate for
trial, a growing number of
Republicansenatorssaytheyare
opposedtotheproceeding,dimming the chances that former
president will be convicted on
the charge that he incited a siege
of the US Capitol.
House Democrats will carry
the sole impeachment charge of
“incitement of insurrection”
across the Capitol late Monday
evening, a rare and ceremonial
walk to the Senate by the prosecutors who will argue their case.
They are hoping that strong
Republican denunciations of
Trump after the January 6 riot
will translate into a conviction
andaseparatevotetobarTrump
from holding office again.
But instead, GOP passions
appear to have cooled since the
insurrection. Now that Trump’s
presidency is over, Republican
senatorswhowillserveasjurors
inthetrialarerallyingtohislegal
defence, as they did during his
first impeachment trial last year.
“I think the trial is stupid, I
think it’s counterproductive,”
said Republican Senator Marco
Rubio. He said that “the first
chance I get to vote to end this
trial, I’ll do it” because he believes it would be bad for the
country and further inflame
partisan divisions.
Trump is the first former
president to face impeachment
trial, and it will test his grip on
the Republican Party as well as
the legacy of his tenure, which
came to a close as a mob of loyal
supporters heeded his rally cry
by storming the Capitol and
trying to overturn Joe Biden’s
election.
ArgumentsintheSenatetrial
will begin the week of Feb 8.
An early vote to dismiss the
trial probably would not succeed, given that Democrats now
control the Senate. Still, the
mounting Republican opposition indicates that many GOP
senators would eventually vote
to acquit Trump. Democrats
would need the support of 17
Republicans — a high bar — to
convict him.

TrumpspeaksatarallyinWashingtononJan6,afterwhich
manysupportersstormedtheUSCapitol. TheHouse,which
has impeachedTrumpfor“incitinganinsurrection”,sendsthe
impeachment articletothe SenateonMonday,triggering the
processof atrial,whichwillbegininearlyFebruary. AP

E

E X P L A I NE D

TOPOFTHE

Demshope
formore
● evidence

WITH THE impeachment
trial delayed until early
February, and investigators
looking deeper into the planning and execution of the
Capitol riot, the Democrats
are hoping that more evidence will emerge to compel
enough Republicans to vote
to punish Trump. With multiple investigations ongoing,
all eyes are on whether any
information will emerge that
further cements the case
against Trump that his
words and actions directly
incited the mob to attack the
Capitol building.
Meanwhile, federal law enforcement officials are examininga numberof threatsaimedat
members of Congress as the
Trump trial nears, including
ominous chatter about killing
legislators or attacking them
outsideof theUSCapitol,aUSofficial told The Associated Press.
The threats, and concerns
that armed protesters could return to sack the Capitol anew,
have prompted the US Capitol
Police and other federal law enforcement to insist thousands of
NationalGuard troopsremain in
WashingtonastheSenatemoves
forward with plans for Trump’s
trial, the official said Sunday.

Biden overturns
ban on transgender
people serving in
the US military
IDREES ALI, PHIL
STEWART & JEFF MASON
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 25

PRESIDENTJOEBidenonMonday
overturnedacontroversialbanby
his predecessor on transgender
individualsservingintheUSmilitary, a move that fulfills a campaign promise and will be
cheered by LGBTQ advocates.
FormerDemocraticPresident
Barack Obama in 2016 allowed
trans people to serve openly and
receivemedicalcaretotransition
genders, but Republican
President Donald Trump froze
theirrecruitmentwhileallowing
serving personnel to remain.
“PresidentBidenbelievesthat
gender identity should not be a
bar to military service, and that
America’s strength is found in its
diversity,” the White House said
inastatement.“Allowingallqualified Americans to serve their
countryinuniformisbetterforthe
military and better for the country because an inclusive force is a
more effective force,” it said.
When Trump announced the
ban in 2017, he said the military
needed to focus on “decisive and
overwhelming victory” without
the “tremendous medical costs
and disruption” of having transgender personnel. REUTERS

Man charged in Capitol riot after
his 18-year-old son tipped off FBI
BRYAN PIETSCH
JANUARY 25

TWODAYSaftertheCapitolrioton
January 6, Jackson Reffitt’s father,
GuyWReffitt,returnedtothefamily’shomeinTexas.Hetoldhisson
that he had stormed the Capitol,
accordingtoanFBIaffidavit.
Then his father levelled a
threat:IfJackson,18,reportedhim
topolice,hewouldhavenochoice
buttodohis“duty”forhiscountry
and “do what he had to do.”
In interviews with investigators,JacksonReffittsaidhisfather
toldhim:“Ifyouturnmein,you’re

During the riot at the US
Capitol on January 6. AP
atraitor.Andyouknowwhathappenstotraitors.Traitorsgetshot.”
But he had already reported
his father to the FBI weeks before
theriot.“Hewouldalwaystellme
that he’s going to do something

big,”JacksonReffittsaidinaphone
interviewSaturday.“Iassumedhe
was going to do something big,
and I didn’t know what.”
FBI agents found an AR-15 rifle and a pistol at his home. Guy
Reffitt told investigators that he
had brought the pistol with him
to Washington.
It was not clear what, if anything, the FBI did after Jackson
Reffitt first contacted them
about his father.
Guy Reffitt, who was arrested
Jan16,faceschargesofobstruction
ofjusticeandofknowinglyenteringarestrictedbuildingorgrounds
withoutlawfulauthority. NYT

DAY AFTER EXPULSION FROM PARTY

AFTER SERIES OF HIGH-PROFILE DISPUTES, NEW LAW PROTECTS RURAL SOUNDS, SMELLS

French roosters now crow with law behind them

AURELIEN BREEDEN
PARIS, JANUARY 25

THE CROW of a rooster and the
ringing of a church bell at dawn.
The rumble of a tractor and the
smell of manure wafting from a
nearbystable.Thedeafeningsong
ofcicadasorthediscordantcroakingoffrogs.Quackingducks,bleatingsheepandbrayingdonkeys.
Perennial rural sounds and
smells such as these were given
protection by French law last
week, when lawmakers passed
a Bill to preserve “the sensory
heritage of the countryside”, after a series of widely publicised
neighbourhoodspats in France’s

Corinne Fesseau feeding her rooster Maurice in Saint-Pierred’Oléron in 2019. NYT
rural corners, many of them involving noisy animals.
In a nation still attached to its

agrarianrootsandtoitsterroir—a
deepsenseofplacetiedtotheland
— the disputes symbolised ten-

sionsbetweenurbannewcomers
and longtime country dwellers,
frictions that have only grown as
the coronavirus pandemic and a
stringoflockdownsdrawnewresidentstothecountryside.
“Life in the countryside
means accepting some nuisances,” Joël Giraud, the French
minister in charge of rural life,
said on Thursday. It would be illusory, he said, to idealise the
countryside as a picture-perfect
haven of tranquillity.
Perhaps the most prominent
of these noisy animals was
Maurice,aroosterinSaint-Pierred’Oléron, a town on an island off
France’swesterncoast.Hisowner
had been sued by neighbours —

regular vacationers in the area —
because he crowed too loudly.
Politicians and thousands of
petitioners rushed to the Gallic
rooster’s defence, and a court
eventually ruled in 2019 that
Maurice, who died last summer,
was well within his rights.
“Our rural territories are not
just sceneries, they are also
sounds,smells,activitiesandpracticesthatarepartofourheritage,”
Giraud told lawmakers.
The Bill was passed by the
NationalAssembly,France’slower
houseof Parliament,lastJanuary.
In a rare show of parliamentary
and political unity, the Senate
unanimously passed the Bill
on Thursday. NYT

Nepal PM Oli pays visit to
Pashupatinath temple
YUBARAJ GHIMIRE

KATHMANDU, JANUARY 25
A DAY after he was expelled
from the Nepal Communist
Party by a rival faction, Nepal
Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli
visited the famous temple of
Lord
Pashupatinath
in
Kathmandu on Monday.
Oli, a Communist, went to
thetemplewithhiswifeRadhika
Shakyaandperformeda“special
puja” for one hour, according
temple sources.
The Prime Minister’s visit
came more than a month after
Nepal President Bidhya Devi
Bhandari went to the temple on
December 16, the day it was re-

New Delhi

Oli is a Communist, temple
visit a surprise. Reuters file
opened to the public after having been shut for months due to
the coronavirus outbreak.
Bhandari had on that occasion
performed a “kshama puja” to
seek the deity’s forgiveness for
having closed the temple.
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An initiative by
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India celebrates 72nd Republic Day amidst
precautionary measures. The celebration is a
sight to behold for every Indian
With men in uniform parading the sky and land, on one hand, and various state cultural performances
delighting the people, on the other, R-day celebrations at Rajpath, New Delhi, is a must see attraction for every Indian

W

HEN India attained her freedom
on August 15, 1947, it was still
being governed under the colonial Government of India Act 1935, which
served as the country’s governing document. On August 29, 1947, a resolution
was moved for the appointment of Drafting
Committee to draft a permanent constitution, with Dr B R Ambedkar as Chairman.
A draft constitution was prepared by the
committee and submitted to the Constituent Assembly on November 4, 1947.
The Assembly met, in sessions open to public, for 166 days, spread over a period of 2
years, 11 months and 18 days before
adopting the Constitution.After many deliberations and some modifications, the
308-member Assembly signed two handwritten copies of the document (one each in
Hindi and English) on January 24, 1950.
Two days later on January 26, 1950, the
Constitution of India came into effect
throughout the whole country. Shortly
thereafter, Dr Rajendra Prasad was sworn
in as the first President of India at Major
Dhyan Chand National Stadium. The ConstituentAssembly became the Parliament of
India under the transitional provisions of
the new Constitution.
Since 1950, India has been hosting
Head of State or Government of another
country as the State Guest of Honour for
Republic Day celebrations in New Delhi.
The visit of the Chief Guest at the Republic
Day parade is considered as the highest
honour that can be accorded to the guest in
protocol terms. The Government of India
extends its invitation to a Head of State or
Government after careful consideration.
The guest country is chosen after a deliberation of strategic, economic and political
interests. President Dr Sukarno of Indonesia
was the first Chief Guest at the first Repub-

THE REPUBLIC DAY
CELEBRATION LASTS
FOR THREE DAYS AND
CONCLUDES WITH THE
BEATING RETREAT,
WHICH IS HELD ON
JANUARY 29 AT
THE VIJAY CHOWK

lic Day celebrations held on January 26,
1950.
Other than celebrations in states,
schools, colleges and various institutions,
the main Republic Day celebration is held in
New Delhi, at the Rajpath, before the
President of India, the Chief Guest, in the
presence of Prime Minister of India and
several other dignitaries.
However, the R-day event also showcases India’s rich cultural heritage through
different eye-catching performances and
programmes. Every year on this day, vari-

ous states from across the country come
together on one stage to showcase their
rich cultural diversity through dedicated
tableaux, in turn, showcasing the great
“unity in diversity” spirit of our country.
For Indians, the R-day celebration at Rajpath, New Delhi, is a sight to behold and
feel proud of. On one hand, people witness
the sight of the country's armed forces displaying their might in the air and land as
they take part in the annual parade down
the Rajpath. On the other hand, people
cheer and enthusiastically witness the cul-

tural performances of the Indian states depicted through their dedicated tableaux at
the annual R-day parade.
The number of tableaux has been increased to 32 this year, with tableaux from
16 states, seven from ministries and department and Navy, IAF, DRDO, Border
Roads Organisation and Coast Guard participating, as per a Defence Ministry official. In previous years, there were an average of 28 tableaux on display.The state of
Uttar Pradesh will showcase the Ram temple in Ayodhya as well as the culture, tradi-

tion and art related to the temple town in
its tableaux. Moreover, to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of Bangladesh’s liberation from Pakistan, as many as 122
members of the Bangladesh Armed Forces
arrived in Delhi recently to participate in
the 2021 Republic Day parade today.
Interestingly, not many are aware that
from 1950 to 1954, the venues of the Republic Day parade were the Red Fort, National Stadium, Kingsway Camp and the
Ramlila ground. It was only in 1955 that
Rajpath was chosen as the regular venue.

ADVERTORIAL

Mrs. Karishma Gupta, Dr.Arvind Kumar Gupta, Dr. R.K. Sehgal and
Mr.Arjun Gupta (Left to Right)

A

Delhi based pharmaceutical company
(Pharma Synth Formulations Limited),
has taken an initiative during Corona
times (April & May 2020) to help around 1000
villages by creating awareness campaign
against COVID-19 and distributed 1.25 lac
sanitizers to cleaning staff, security officers,
and health workers. This campaign was fully
supported by all the doctors of the area.
Further, on this Republic Day, the company
honoured more than 6000 Doctors who
worked in the interest of the Country during
this Pandemic with the title of “Desh-Bhakta
Chikitsak” (Patriotic Doctors).
On this occasion, Dr. Arvind Kumar Gupta,
Managing Director of PharmaSynth, wished
all the doctors and their colleagues on Republic Day, where he inspired everyone by giving
the message that our “Country has given us
everything, we should also offer back”. He
further conveyed, that Lord has sent all of us to
work in such an important field like medicine

to serve humanity in various ways and make
our Earth a disease-free planet.
Representatives of PharmaSynth and all
the distributors under the efficient management of Mr.Arjun Gupta, conducted this campaign from village to village and honoured all
deserving, while instilling a wave of patriotism on Republic Day.
PharmaSynth has been running several
programs from time to time, in the Country's
interest, like Bharat Mata Mandir at Dilshad
Garden, Beti Bachhao and Ganga Safai Abhiyan, etc. Mr. Ramesh Chand Jain (Director ,
PharmaSynth), said that the Company is selling Patriotic Range of Products since past 10
years, under which 9 crore tablets have been
sold at very low price (No-profit-basis). The
company provided relief of more than Rs. 30
crores to the society. Mr. Nikhil Jain, Senior
Manager of the company, thanked and appreciated the Doctors for their cooperation in this
Patriotic Project.

*

( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP
New Delhi

The Indian Republic Day celebration lasts
for three days and concludes with Mahatma Gandhi's favourite hymn 'Abide by
Me' during the Beating Retreat. Beating
Retreat ceremony is held on January 29 at
Vijay Chowk with the performance of Indian Army,Air Force and Navy bands, marking the end of the Republic Day celebrations in India.
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions,
marching contingents will take a shorter
parade route this year compared with the
usual 8.2-km-long route. This will be the
first time in the history of R-day parades
that it will not culminate at the Red Fort.
To maintain social distancing, it has also
been decided to trim the number of individuals in each marching contingent to 96 instead of 144. The size of the contingents
has been reformulated to 12x8 in place of
the usual 12x12 rows and columns.Also, Flt
Lt Bhawna Kanth, amongst the first three
women fighter pilots of the Indian Air Force
(IAF), will be part of the Republic Day parade today. This is the first time a woman
fighter pilot is part of the parade. Meanwhile, the newly inducted Rafale fighter
aircraft is also featuring in the Republic Day
parade for the first time today.
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Classifieds
PERSONAL
I Huma Sayeed W/O, Sayeed
Uzzafar R/o A-16, Joga Bai
Extension, Jamia Nagar, Okhla,
New Delhi 110025 have
changed my name to Huma
Faridi for all purposes.
0040561283-1
I Manju W/O, Banty Kumar R/o
190, 3rd Floor, bharat Nagar,
Ashok Vihar, Delhi 110052 have
changed my name to Manju
B.kumar for all purposes.
0040561239-1
I, ASHISH S/o AVINASH
CHANDER R/o-B-60,THIRD
FLOOR, HARI NAGAR,NEW
DELHI-110064, have changed
my name to ASHISH
MALHOTRA,for all future
purpose.
0040561324-4
I, Ajay Singh Munda S/O Kalipad
Singh Munda, R/o VillJanumpiri Thana-Tamar,
Haram Lohar, Ranchi,
Jharkhand - 835225, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Shanish
Singh Munda.
0070728651-1
I,V N Gayathri W/O jiju
George,R/o Keezhakathu
Pathirapally, P.O, Alappuzha,
kerala- 688521, have changed
the name of my minor Son
Aditya J George aged about 15
Years and He shall hereafter be
known as Aditya J
0070728659-1
I, hitherto known as Anil son of
Sh. Bajrang Sharma employed
as Assistant Audit Officer in
the Office of the Director
General of Audit, Home
Education & Skill Development
residing at 52/5-a, Church
Road, Jwala Nagar, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Anil Sharma. It is
certified that I have complied
with other legal requirements
in this connection.
0040561250-11
I, Vipul Sharma,S/o Dharam Pal
Bhardwaj,R/o D-211, Prashant
Vihar Sector-14, Rohini,Delhi110085,hereby change my
name to Vipul Bhardwaj.
0040561250-4
I, Vinit Mishra S/O Shyam
Chandra Mishra, R/o Flat No.
302, Tower D1, Ireo Skyon
Sector-60, Badshahpur,
Gurgaon Haryana- 122101,
Declare that Name of Mine has
been wrongly written as Binit
Kumar Mishra in my Passport
No.- Z5324093. The actual name
of Mine is Vinit Mishra, which
may be amended accordingly.

I, Rajendra Kumar S/O Dip
Chand Choraria,R/O C-526, 3rdFloor,Yamuna Sports Complex
Youna-Vihar, Delhi110092,changed my nameto
Rajendra Kumar Choraria.
0040561250-2
I, Raghava Raj Eswaraprakash
S/O W V Eswara Prakash, R/o
#479, 8th Main Road, ISRO
Layout Bangalore South, J P
Nagar, Bangalore Karnataka –
560078, Declare that Name of
Mine has been wrongly written
as Raghava Raj .E in my Birth
Certificate No.031/1996/01/00271. The actual
name of Mine is Raghava Raj
Eswaraprakash, which may be
amended accordingly.
0070728670-1
I, Nehalbhai Vinubhai Nayi S/O
Vinubhai Nayi, R/o 89,
Shastrinagar Society, Kanknol,
Himatnagar, Sabarkantha,
Gujrat- 383001, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Nehhal Vinubhai
Nayii.
0070728644-1
I, Navneet Kumar Gulati S/O
Hind kumar R/o-D-1/117 FF
Sector-11 Rohini Delhi, Have
changed My Name to Navneet
Gulati.
0040561324-3
I, Muneem Kumar Rajput S/O
Jawahar Singh, R/o 57, Sabari
Colony, Ayad, Udaipur,
Rajasthan - 313003, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Manish
Singh Nayak.
0070728645-1
I, Meenakshi Jain,W/o Sushil
Kumar Jain,D/o Sh.Salek
Chanda Jain, R/o-C-32,SecondFloor, East Krishna-Nagar,
Delhi-110051,have changed my
name,from Babita Jain aftermy-marriage.
0040561324-8
I, Manphool,S/o Pyare Lal, R/o
Village-Balewa, PostKhalilpur,TehsilPataudi,Gurugram (Haryana)123502,have changed my name
to Man Phool Sharma.
0040561334-3
I, Manisha Rani Arora,W/O
Ashok Kumar Arora,R/O
14A/82, WEA KarolBagh,Delhi110005,changed my nameto
Manisha Rani.
0040561250-3
I, Kuruba Machandrappa S/O K
Bheemasena, R/o 250,Kapatalingana Palli,
Bramhasamudram,
Bhyravanithippa, Ananthapur,
Andhra Pradesh- 515863, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Machendra Kuruba.

0070728650-1

0070728682-1

I, Venkata Phani Krishna, S/o
Venkata Sambasivarao Narra
R/o.H.No.1007,Sector10A,Gurgaon(Haryana)122001,have changed my name
to Venkata Phani Krishna N.

I, Jasvinder Kaur D/O Baldev
Singh, W/O Sukhchain Singh
R/o Ward no. - 12, Diwan Colony
Pehowa, Kurukshetra, Haryana
- 136128 . have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Surinder Kaur

0040561334-4
I, Taha S/o Mohd. Anees R/o 376,
Phase-1, Shahzada Bagh,
Inderlok, Delhi-110035, have
changed my name to Taha
Anees. Taha and Taha Anees is
one and the, same person.
0040561284-4
I Ansu Modi W/o Amit Modi R/oC-315,Second-Floor Yojna Vihar
Delhi-110092 have changed my
name to Anshu Modi
Permanently.
0040561231-1
I, Shyam Devi W/o. Puran Singh
R/o H. No. D A 107/3, Sundal
Mohalla Gali No. 14, Ward No. 1,
Sonipat, Haryana-131001
inform that my name entered
in my SBI passbook is Anita
which have some mistake. My
correct name is Shyam Devi
according to my Aadhar Card
and Pan Card. Shyam Devi and
Anita is one and same person.
0040561228-1
I, Shrishail Mayur S/O Ramappa,
R/o #E-242, Somanathahalli
Main Road, Yalwar, Opp
Jatingaraya Devastana,
Yalwar, Kalaburagi Karnataka585310. Declare that Name of
Mine has been wrongly written
as Shrishail / Shrishail
Ramappa in my 10th Class
Certificate No. 242821 and in
my Graduation Degree
Certificate No. 0248689. The
actual name of Mine is
Shrishail Mayur, which may be
amended accordingly.
0070728669-1
I, Shivani Agarwal W/o Piyush
Bansal, R/o-H-18/95 Sector-7,
Rohini Delhi-110085, changed
my name to Shivani Piyush
Bansal.
0040561324-5
I, Satinder Kaur W/o Col.
Gajinder Singh Bedi R/o452,Neelkanth Apartments,
Sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my name to
Satinder Bedi.
0040561334-2
I, Sanjeev K Dhingra s/o Shri Om
Prakash Dhingra r/o C-5/5,
Second/Floor, Mianwali Nagar,
Paschim Vihar, Delhi-87
informs, that Sanjeev K
Dhingra, Sanjiv Kumar, Sanjeev
Kumar Dhingra, Sanjeev
Dhingra pertains to one,& the
same person.
0040561284-3
I, SACHIN,S/O.PURAN
SINGHAdd- F-2/217A, SANGAMVIHAR HAMDARD NAGAR
DELHI-110062, changed my
name to SACHIN KUMAR.
0040561324-1
I, Noushad Ahmad S/o.Abdul
Sattar R/o.2208/13, Gali
Shankar-Bazar Sita-Ram,
Delhi.Have correct-my name
spelling to NAUSHAD
AHMED,for all purposes.
0040561324-2

0070728677-1
I, Jaspinder Singh Kochhar S/o
Guljit Singh Kochhar R/o-33/5,
East-Patel Nagar,N.Delhi08,have changed my minor
daughter’s name Meher to
Meher Kaur
Kochhar.I,Jaspinder Singh
Kochhar S/o Guljit Singh
Kochhar R/o-33/5, East-Patel
Nagar, N.Delhi-08, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name Meher to Meher Kaur
Kochhar.
0040561324-10
I, Ikhilesh S/O Ashwani Kumar ,
R/o 3341, Sector - 45 D,
Chandigarh, sector-47, PO CHD
Chandigarh- 160047, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Ikkhilesh Jairath.
0070728642-1
I, Himanshu s/o Kamal
Kishore,H.no-592 Ward.No.15,
Near Shiv-Kund, Sohna122103,have changed my name
to Himanshu Singla.
0040561250-1
I, HASAN IBRAHIM AMIR
SIDDIQUI S/O HASAN AHMAD,
R/O K-704, Tower 6, Paramount
Floraville, Sec-137, Noida, Pin201304, U.P., inform as under:That name of my father has
been wrongly written as
HASAN AHMED in my passport.
The actual name of my father is
HASAN AHMAD which may be
amended accordingly.
0040561248-1
I, Dheeraj Kumar S/o Narayan
Dutt R/o A-1, U.G.F.,Manak
Vihar, N.Delhi-18,have changed
my name to Dheeraj Arora
permanently.
0040561324-7
I, Dharminder Singh S/O Tulsi
Dass, R/o Near Gordwara,
Mataur(427), Kangra, Himachal
Pradesh – 176001, Declare that
Name of My Wife has been
wrongly written as Anjana in
my Service Record No. - GS158396P . The actual name of
My Wife is Lamu Sherpa
Chowdhury, which may be
amended accordingly.
0070728681-1
I, Devi Tripuragiri D/O Pentarao
Tripuragiri, R/o 32-7-25/2,
Natyapalem, Near Marrichettu,
Pedagantyada,
Visakhapatnam B H P V, Andhra
Pradesh - 530012 . have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Kosgi
Sridevi.
0070728654-1
I, Brijesh kumar,S/o Soran
Singh, H.no.1700 Third-Floor,
Sohan Ganj,Subzi Mandi
,MalkaGanj-110007,changed
my name to Brijesh.
0040561250-5

I, Brijesh kumar,S/o Soran
Singh, H.no.1700 Third-Floor,
Sohan Ganj,Subzi Mandi
,MalkaGanj-110007,changed
my name to Brijesh.
0040561250-5
I, Brij Mohan Malhotra,S/o
Ashwani Kumar, R/o 4/77,
Ramesh Nagar, New Delhi110015 have changed my name
to Brij Mohan.
0040561324-6
I, Banty Kumar R/o 190, 3rd
Floor, Bharat Nagar, Ashok
Vihar, Delhi 110052 have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Siyonaa to Siyonaa
B.kumar for all purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Ajayab Singh S/o Uttam Singh R/o F-2,
Naraina Vihar, Kair, Delhi- 110028
member of The Panchsheel CHBS LTD
vide membership no 795 have lost my
original documents namely share
certificate, possession/ allotment slip
and reciepts and have filed FIR No
748192/2020 dated 21/11/2020 at
Delhi. I have applied to society for
duplicate documents. Any one having
objection can contact President at H No
107, Telephone Exchange Colony,
Zirakpur, Punjab.
Sd/RAJIV KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Off: B-9/173, Sector 3,
Rohini, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO ALL
THAT our client Smt.
Poonam Sharma, W/o Late
Sh.
Yogesh
Kumar
Sharma, R/o 189, JExtension, Laxmi Nagar,
Delhi, 110092, is the coowner of the above
property. That the Court
litigation by way of a civil
suit/counter-claim
is
pending
before
Karkardooma Courts, East
District, Delhi. That no sale,
purchase, mortgage or
transfer of the said property
or any portion thereof may
be entered into by any
person with Sh. Pawan
Sharma & Mohan Sharma.
Any such illegal act shall
invite appropriate legal
action by our client, before
the competent Court of Law
and shall not in any
manner, affect the legal
rights of our client.
Sd
VIVEK SRIVASTAVA
SANJAY KOHLI
(Advocate)
7, Priya Enclave,
Karkardooma,
Delhi-92

0040561235-1
I, Ashok Kumar,S/o Brij Mohan
Prasad Sinha,R/o RZ-T,115,3rdFloor, Jain-Colony Part1,Uttam-Nagar,Delhi110059,have changed my
name to Ashok Kumar Karan.
0040561334-1
I, Anshuman Singh S/O SH.
Than Singh, R/o 94-C, Block-d4,
Udhyog Vihar, Sector-82,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh - 201304, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Anshuman Choudhary.
0070728649-1
I, Banty Kumar R/o 190,3rd
Floor, bharat Nagar ,ashok
Vihar, Delhi 110052 have
changed my minor son’s name
from Sarth to Sarth B.kumar
for all purposes.
0040561238-1
I Anshus Kumar S/o Late Shri
Hari Singh R/o H.NO-684 Vijay
Nagar Colony, Tehsil-Etah
District-Etah U.P-207001
havechanged my name to
Anshul Kumar.
0040561271-1

LOST & FOUND
It is notified for the information
that my Original-Property
Documents like Conveyance
Deed,Allotment-Letter,
Possession-Letter,& Old sale
deed of property bearing
No.Industrial-Plot.No.572 M.I.E.
Part-1,Now in HSIIDC
Bahadurgarh DistJhajjar(Hr.),& all-papers has
been lost in Ashok
Vihar,Delhi.& NCR has been
lodged-On.22.01.2021 VideNCR.LR.Nos-64588/2021,
founder-inform at-9999576360.
0040561231-2
I, SANTHOSH KUMAR, father of,
ANNANYA SINGH CHAUHAN,
Presently,R/o-VillageBachhapar, Chauhanpura,
Post-Bachharpar,DisttBallia,U.P-277303,presently
at,New-Delhi,have changed my
minor daughter’s name,from
ANNANYA SINGH CHAUHAN to
ANANYA SINGH
CHAUHAN.Vide-Affidevit,Date25-1-2021.
0040561324-9

MADHYA PRADESH HOUSING &
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD

I, ROHIT KUMAR MANN,S/o
Rajesh kumar,R/o 178/2 nebsarai N.D-68,have lost my
original-certificate class-12th
year-2011 Rollno-9176425
CBSE-DELHI.

TENDER No. 2020 MPHIDB 121915

NOTICE INVITING BIDS

0040561250-9

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR SELECTION OF DEVELOPER
FOR 'CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT OF VARIOUS GOVT.
FACILITIES AT BURHANPUR UNDER RE-DENSIFICATION
SCHEME OF GOMP–PACKAGE 1'

I, NEETA RANI D/o Ram vilas,R/o
H-264 old seemapuri,DELHI95,have lost my originalcertificate class-10th year2010 Rollno-6334679
CBSE+DELHI.
0040561250-10
I, Kailash Chandra Arora S/o
Kasturi Lal R/o A-19, Delhi
Pulice Society, Pi-1, Greater
Nodia U.P., have changed my
name to Kailash Chandra for,
all future purposes.
0040561284-2
I, Muni Dutta Sharma,S/o late
Brahm Dutta Shastri,
Residence-A-26/B, Third Floor,
Block-A,Joshi Colony, Delhi110092 my, Food and Supply
licence has been lost, which
licence No.is-7185 (M/S Laxmi
Provision Store), in the name of
late Laxmi Devi. Who is my
wife. In future if, anybody
found it then please, contact
on:-9643462858
0040561284-1

EDUCATION
EDUCATIONAL
National Central council of
Vocational Training invited
application for start Training
and Study Centre
www.nccvt.in
Mob.7499647774/ 9823647194

Date : 22.01.2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Smt. Omwati Yadav W/o Sh.
Krishanpal Yadav, Sh. Krishanpal Yadav
S/o Late Sh. Harikishan R/o H.no.
5565/4, New Chandrawal, Delhi-07,
have severed their all relations with their
son Sh. Ravit S/o Krishanpal Yadav. My
clients have disowned and debarred him
from their all movable and immovable
properties due to his acts and conducts.
If anybody deals with him in any manner,
he shall do at his own risk and cost. My
clients shall not be responsible for any
kind of dealing with him.
Sd/HANS RAJ SINGH
ADVOCATE
Ch. No. T-36, Tehsil Road,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Shri TrishPal Singh (UHID No. 5488
6251 9611), his wife Smt. Nirmala Devi (UHID
No. 3570 5213 6250), his son Shri Gagan
Dheer (UHID No. 4025 9348 7332) and his
daughter Smt. Shikha Dheer (UHID No. 6344
2222 3870), all residents of House No.- 1608,
Laxmi Bai Nagar, Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi110 023 have disowned their Son/Brother
namely Shri Akash Dheer (UHID No. 3410
7108 6473, from all their movable/immovable
properties and have cut off all family relations
from them after settling all the disputes with
them and my client/s were not/are not/shall
not be responsible for any act(s) committed
by Shri Akash Dheer in any manner,
whatsoever.
Sd/Sukhpreet Singh Malhotra
Advocate
Registration No. D/2529-A/1999

Government of Madhya Pradesh (GoMP) through MP Housing
& Infrastructure Development Board, Bhopal (MPHIDB) intends
to carry out construction and development of various Govt.
Facilities at Burhanpur under Re-densification Scheme of
GoMP- Package 1 ("the Project").
MPHIDB intends to appoint a developer for the project and
Govt Facilities being constructed & developed there under
namely Construction and Development works at Collectorate
Campus at Mohammadpura, Indoor Sports Facility near Renuka
Mata Mandir, Govt. Housing for District Hospital at
Mohammadpura, Poly Clinic and Shops for Red Cross at part
of Old District Hospital campus; including building services
and site infrastructure for all the Govt. Facilities at Burhanpur
(collectively referred to as 'the Govt. Facilities'). The selected
developer will be provided with landowner’s rights on land
parcel admeasuring 0.54 Ha (5376 Sqm) near Govt. Girls HS
School, Burhanpur (referred to as 'Compensatory Land
Parcel' or 'CLP') as per RFP Documents. The prospective
bidders have to quote the Premium for Landowner’s Rights on
the CLP. The Bidder quoting highest Premium will be selected
as developer for the Project. The selected developer has to
pay the quoted Premium partly in monetary terms and partly in
kind in the form of cost of construction, development, handing
over and transfer of the Govt. Facilities as per provisions of
the RFP Document.
The Additional Housing Commissioner-2, MPHIDB, Bhopal
invites bids from reputed & experienced entities for Selection
of a Developer for the Project, through transparent online
tendering process. RFP documents can be downloaded and
purchased from GoMP online tendering portal
https://mptenders.gov.in
RFP Document Cost

:

Rs. 59,000/(including GST)

Online sale of RFP Document

:

04.02.2021 to
01.03.2021 up to
15.00 Hrs.

Bid Security

:

Rs. 50 Lakhs

Estimated Cost of Govt. Facilities

:

Rs. 26.28 Crores

Reserve Price of Premium for CLP :

Rs. 40.00 Crores

0090280356-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Complete bids can be submitted online only by 01.03.2021
up to 17.30 Hrs. through the online tendering portal https://
mptenders.gov.in.
DEPUTY HOUSING COMMISSIONER
CIRCLE-INDORE
Visit us : www.mphousing.in
M.P. Madhyam/99701/2021

“IMPORTANT”

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers
or
otherwise
acting
on
an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.
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Woman gangraped
in Rajasthan
Jaipur: A Dalit woman was gangrapedallegedlybythreemenin
Rajasthan’s Nagaur district, officials said on Monday.
According to police, the
woman has said that the three
accusedbrutalisedherbyinserting a bottle in her private parts.
“Thewomansaidinhercomplaint that on January 19, she
went to purchase milk products
from a man. When she visited
his house, his wife had gone for
work. She said that the man and
two other men who were present there gangraped her in the
house,” said an officer in Nagaur
district.
“All three accused are abscondingandasearchison,”said
the circle officer. ENS

DELHI STATE CANCER INSTITUTES

ICAR-INDIAN VETERINARY
RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Centres par excellence in the service of humanity
(A group of autonomous institutions under the
Govt. of NCT of Delhi)

IZATANGAR -243 122, BAREILLY (U.P.)

Walk-in-Interview

EAST : DILSHAD GARDEN, DELHI 110095
EPABX: +91-11-22135200, 22135700 FAX: +91-11-22110505
WEST : C-2/B, JANAK PURI, NEW DELHI 110058
EPABX: +91-11-25501111, 25541111 FAX: +91-11-25549999
Website: www.dsci.nic.in E-mail: director.dsci@nic.in
NIN ID: DSCI (East) - 1112313380 & DSCI (West) - 1115545855

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for engagement of
One Young Professional-II (YP-II) and one Unskilled under
“Patho-epidemiology
of
elephant
endotheliotropic
herpesvirus infections affecting Asian elephants (Elephas
maximus) in India” project by ICAR. The engagement is purely on
temporary/contractual basis, co-terminus with project or earlier,
depending upon performance of the candidate. The services of
person so engaged will automatically stand terminated with
termination of the project and the institute will have no
responsibility for payment of emoluments/ regular employment
after termination of the time bound project. Likely completion of the
project is Dec 2023.
Eligible candidate may send an advance application along with CV
to Dr M Karikalan, Scientist & PI of DST project, CWL, Email
id:karyvet11@gmail.com latest by / / and attend the walk-ininterview / / along with all original documents, one set of self
attested photocopy and colored passport size photograph.
The details regarding the interview will be informed to the
eligible candidates by email or over phone. The candidates will
not be paid any TA/DA for attending the interview. For more details
regarding Age limit, desirable qualification, eligibility, remuneration
etc.
candidatesmaylog
on
to
institute’s
website
http://www.ivri.nic.in.

RECRUITMENT NOTICE

Delhi State Cancer Institute (DSCI) is a chain of Autonomous,
dedicated Cancer care Institutions under the Government of
NCT of Delhi established under the Societies Registration Act
of 1860.
To achieve the aims and to expand its services further for the
patients, the Institute invites Applications for below mentioned
posts from the willing persons who feel capable to accept
challenges in various fields;
1. Professor Clinical Oncology (Radiotherapy)- Advt No.
01/2021
2. Associate Professor Clinical Oncology (Radiotherapy)Advt No 01/2021
Interested candidates may visit Hospital website i.e.,
www.dsci.nic.in
or
Delhi
Govt.
website
i.e.,
www.health.delhigovt.nic.in for further details.
Sd/DIP/Shabdarth/0579/20-21
Dr BL Sherwal, Director

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL
CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EXCISE

Government of India
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

L-BLOCK, VIKAS BHAWAN, I.P. ESTATE, NEW DELHI
NO:F.10 (56 )/96-97/IMFL/EX/PF/96-43
Dated: 6-01-21

ORDER

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
5th floor, Pt. Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, New Delhi,
DEPwD's Tableau on "Indian Sign language"A special attraction at this year's Republic Day Parade
The Tableau of Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC),
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment showcases the theme 4Bhartiya Sanketik Bhasha— Ek Rashtra, Ek
Sanketik Bhasha'. It highlights the unifying nature of Indian Sign Language (ISL) in a
nation, where there is a great diversity in spoken languages. The aim of the Tableau is
to raise awareness and highlight the commitment of the Government towards creating a
barrier-free environment for persons with hearing disabilities by promoting ISL.
2. Sign language is a visual language that uses hands, facial and body movements as a
means of communication for persons with hearing disabilities. It is a unique and unifying
language that connects all persons with hearing disabilities in the country. There are
many spoken languages in the country, but there is only one Indian Sign Language. With
a view to enhancing accessibility for the hearing impaired, a need was felt to set up an
Institute focusing on the development and furtherance of Indian Sign Language.
3. Accordingly, Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC), New
Delhi was set up on 28th September, 2015, as an autonomous body under the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment. The main objective of the Centre is to develop manpower for
using, teaching and conducting research in Indian Sign Language.
4. ISLRTC conducts courses for developing Indian Sign Language (ISL) Interpreters and
teachers and provides interpretation services to organizations for various programs &
events. It has developed a dictionary of ISL containing 6000 Academic, Medical, Legal
and Agricultural terms in addition to terms of everyday use. The Centre also provides
Short Term Training Programmes on basic ISL communication skills. To make
educational materials accessible for children with hearing disabilities, ISLRTC has
signed an MoU with National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT).
As part of this MoU, educational print materials such as school text books of Classes I
to XII of all subjects (both Hindi and English medium) are being converted into ISL.
(D.K Panda)
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

In pursuance of the provisions of Rule 52 of Delhi
Excise Rules, 2010, it is hereby ordered that following
dates shall be observed as "Dry Day in the National
Capital Territory of Delhi by all L-1. L-1F, L-2, L-3, L-4,
L-5, L-6, L-6FG, L6FE, L-7, L-7FG, L7FE, L-8, L-9, L-10,
L-11, L-12, L-12F, L-14, L-18, L-23, L-23F, L-25, L-26,
L-31, L-32, L-33, L-34 and L-35 licensees and opium
vends located in Delhi.
Sl.No
Occasion
Date
DAY
1
Republic Day
26.01.2021 Tuesday
2
Guru Ravidas's Birthday
27.02.2021 Saturday
3
Swami Dayananda Saraswati 08.03.2021 Monday
Jayanthi
4
5

Maha Shivratri
Holi

11.03.2021 Thursday
29.03.2021 Monday

In addition to above, all L-16, L-17, L-19, L-20, L-21,
L-22, L-28, L-29, P-10 and P-13 licensees shall observe
dry day on 26.01.2021 (Republic Day).
The licensees shall not be entitled to any compensation
on account of any changes effected in the above list.
The restriction of sale on liquor on dry days mentioned
above shall not apply to the service of liquor to residents
in case of hotels having L-15 license.
All the licensees shall exhibit this order at some
conspicuous place of their licensed premises.
The business premises of a licensee shall be kept
closed on dry day.
Sd/(RAHUL SINGH)
COMMISSIONER (EXCISE)
DIP/SHABDARTH/0575/20-21

davp 38117/11/0059/2021

PARAM VISHISHT SEVA MEDAL
Air Marshal Navkaranjit Singh Dhillon AVSM ADC
Air Marshal Rajesh Kumar AVSM VM ADC
Air Marshal Arvindra Singh Butola VM VSM (Retired)
Air Marshal Amit Tiwari AVSM VM
Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari AVSM VM
Air Marshal Mothlampet Sabari Gireesa Menon VSM

ATI VISHISHT SEVA MEDAL
Air Marshal Indira Padmanabhan Vipin VM
Air Marshal Thazhathupulikunnel Devasia Joseph
Air Marshal Richard John Duckworth VSM
Air Marshal Vibhas Pande VSM
Air Marshal Mahendra Singh Butola (Retired)
Air Vice Marshal Suraj Kumar Jha
Air Vice Marshal Jonnalagadda Rajendra VSM
Air Vice Marshal Saju Balakrishnan VM
Air Vice Marshal Sukumaran Ramakrishnan VSM
Air Commodore Manish Kumar Gupta
Air Commodore Tejpal Singh VM
Air Commodore Vikram Gaur VSM

VAYU SENA MEDAL (GALLANTRY)
Wing Commander Bibhu Dutta SK Jenamani

IndianAirForce

iaf_mcc

Squadron Leader Vivek Gairola
Flight Lieutenant Anand Singh
Flight Lieutenant Preji Raju

VAYU SENA MEDAL
Group Captain Rajagopalan Mohan Kumar
Group Captain Arjun Sreedhar
Group Captain Abhishek Shukla
Group Captain Elvis Clinton Rodrigues
Group Captain Ritam Kumar
Group Captain Sachin Anand Gadre
Group Captain Ranpreet Singh Sodhi
Group Captain Pranav Sisodia
Group Captain Ved Prakash Singh
Group Captain Mohit Kumar Srivastava
Group Captain Sushant Mitra
Group Captain Nitin Nayal
Group Captain Ajay Krishna Misra
Group Captain Vipul Mishra

VISHISHT SEVA MEDAL
Air Vice Marshal Rakesh Kumar Khattri (Retired)
Air Vice Marshal Vishnubhotla Nagaraj Srinivas
Air Commodore Suhas Prabhakar Bhandare

IndianAirForce

Air Commodore Aman Kapur
Air Commodore Venkat Tukaram Mare
Group Captain Sanjay Bahukhandi
Group Captain Bhagawat
Group Captain Kesavan Harishankar
Group Captain Koduri Appa Rao
Group Captain Akella Ravi Narasimha Sarma
Group Captain Rishi Seth
Group Captain Hampapuram Narasimha Kumar
Group Captain Mukund Vithal Khare
Group Captain Deepak Kumar Sharma
Group Captain Vikas Wahi
Group Captain Amit Sharma
Group Captain Manish Anil Minocha
Group Captain Tanvir Singh Narula
Group Captain Amit Kumar Budhwar
Group Captain Balamurugan S
Group Captain Sandeep Kumar Dhiman
Group Captain Navneet Singh
Group Captain Sunil Agrawal
Group Captain Shailesh Kumar Gaur
Wing Commander S Sundeep Desai
Wing Commander Pravin Dikshit
Master Warrant Officer Suresh Kumar
Mukund Lal Upadhyay

https://www.youtube.com/c/indianairforce_MCC

New Delhi
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‘NO INFORMED CONSENT’

HC restrains Centre,
NIC from sharing
Aarogya Setu data
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 25

THEKARNATAKAHighCourthas
ruled that data collected by the
Aarogya Setu application cannot
be shared with third parties beyond what is specified in the privacy policy presented to users. It
restrained the Centre and the
NationalInformaticsCentrefrom
sharing app data without the informed consent of users.
“Primafacie,weholdthatthere
isnoinformedconsentof usersof
Aarogya Setu app taken for sharingofresponsedataasprovidedin
theAarogyaSetuDataAccessand
Knowledge Sharing Protocol,
2020,asthereisnoreferencetothe
said protocol in the terms of use
andprivacypolicyavailableonthe
app,”adivisionbenchcomprising
ChiefJusticeAbhaySreenivasOka
andJusticeViswajithShettysaidin
itsinterimorder.
The court was hearing a petition filed by data privacy activist
Anivar Aravind, who has alleged
violation of privacy of citizens
throughdatacollectionandshar-

ing done by the Arogya Setu app.
“Tillfurtherorders,wehereby
restrain the Government of India
and National Informatics Centre,
the eighth and seventh respondents, respectively, from sharing
theresponsedatabyapplyingthe
provisions of the Aarogya Setu
Data Access and Knowledge
Sharing Protocol, 2020, issued
videorderdatedMay11,2020unless the informed consent of the
users of Aarogya Setu app is
taken,” the court said.
The court, however, said that
theCentreandNICcanfileanaffidavittosatisfyitonthelegalsanctity of orders issued by the
Chairperson, Empowered Group
on Technology and Data
Management, and that the informed consent of Aarogya Setu
appuserswillbetakenforsharing
of dataaslaidoutintheprotocol.
The court observed that aspectsofdatausage—suchassharing it with third parties for research,stategovernments,public
health institutions, etc. — as laid
downinprotocolsforusageofthe
app by the Chairperson of an
Empowered
Group
on

Technology
and
Data
Managementwerenotpartofthe
privacy policy presented to users
when they downloaded the app.
The bench observed that the
Centre has not clarified whether
the powers of the Chairperson of
the Empowered Group on
Technology
and
Data
Management are binding under
the Disaster Management Act,
2005. “There is nothing on record
toshowthatthepowersoftheauthoritiesunderthesaidActof2005
have been delegated to the said
EmpoweredGroup,”itobserved.
According to the protocol issued by the Empowered Group,
thepurposeforwhichdataiscollected by the app shall be clearly
specifiedintheprivacypolicybut
the policy makes no reference to
the purpose, the court observed.
“The sharing of health data of
a citizen without his/her consent
will necessarily infringe his/her
rightofprivacyunderArticle21of
the Constitution of India. Therefore,primafacie,thesaidprotocol
regarding sharing of ‘response
data’ cannot be permitted to be
implemented,” the HC observed.
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Police: ‘Mentally unstable’ couple held
after daughters bludgeoned to death
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 25

TWOSISTERSwerebludgeonedto
death with a dumbbell, allegedly
bytheirmotherwhohadbeensuffering from mental health issues
sincetheCovid-19lockdown.
The incident occurred in
Madanapalle mandal in Chittoor
districtofAndhraPradeshSunday.
According to police, V Padmaja
killedherdaughtersDivya,22,and
Alekhya, 27, after performing
some rituals. Their father Dr V
PurshottamNaiduwasathomeat
the time of the incident and did
not stop his wife, said police.
Neighbours in Shiva Nagar,

where thefamilyhas been living
for several years, said they heard
screams and informed the police. “At first, they did not allow
the police to enter. The body of
one daughter was found near
their pooja room and the other
daughter was found in another
room.DrNaiduandPadmajaappearedtobementallydisturbed,
extraordinarilysuperstitiousand
having serious psychological issues. They were uttering strange
thingsandaskedthepoliceteam
not to touch their daughters.
They claimed that they would
wake up soon. Neighbours told
us that the couple had been behaving oddly for weeks,” DSP
(Maddanapalle) Ravi Manohara

Charisaid,adding, “Investigation
has revealed that while the
mother bludgeoned the daughters to death, Dr Naidu did not
stop her and just watched.”
Dr V Purshottam Naidu is
Vice-Principal of Maddanapalle
Government Degree College for
Women and holds an MPhil and
a PhD in Chemistry. Padmaja
works as a Correspondent at a
private school and is a gold
medallist in MSc (Maths). Their
elder daughter Alekhya recently
completed a diploma in Forest
Management from IIFM, Bhopal
and the younger,Sai Divya, completed her BBA from Bengaluru
and hadalso pursued a courseat
A R Rahman’s music school.

Bengaluru court attaches 26 properties
of astrologer who conned HC ex-judge
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 25

A CIVIL and sessions court in
Bengaluru has attached 26 properties valued at over Rs 80 crore
belonging to an alleged conman
who posed as an astrologer and
politicalmiddlemantodupearetired high court judge, politicians
and businessmen.
Theprovisionalattachmentof
thepropertybelongingtoYuvaraj
SwamialiasSevalalwasdoneunder
the
Criminal
Law

AmendmentOrdinance,1944following an application by the
Bengaluru central crime branch
police, which is investigating 14
cases against the astrologer, for
confiscation of his properties.
Thecourtwasinformedbythe
policethatSwamiacquiredthe26
propertiesinthenameofhiswife
NPremabyusingfundsswindled
from persons who have filed 14
cases against him.
Investigations have revealed
thatSwamiandhiswife,whohad
no source of income, purchased
the 26 properties with funds

swindledfromwealthypersonalities by promising them high positions in the Karnataka government and at the Centre.
Thepoliceinvestigationshave
found that Swami, who claimed
to have access to top BJP and RSS
leaders, swindled a former MP of
Rs 20 crore by promising renominationtoParliamentandaministerial position, and former
Karnataka High Court judge
Justice B S Indrakala of Rs 8.27
crore by promising her a posting
as a governor of a state by using
his high contacts in Delhi.

LAW ON CONVERSION

SC refuses plea
to transfer cases
from HC to itself

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
refusedtoentertainapleabythe
UttarPradeshgovernmentseekingthetransferof allpendingpetitions against the law on religiousconversionsenactedbythe
state, to the top court.
“We would like to have the
benefit of the judgment of the
High Court also,” Chief Justice of
IndiaSABobde,headingathreejudge bench, observed as the
state’s plea’s came up before it.
Attheoutset,theCJIsoughtto
know why the matter should be
transferredtotheSupremeCourt.
Senior Advocate P S
Narasimha, appearing for the
state,toldthebench,alsocomprising Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, that similar
petitionswerependingbeforethe
apex court — on which the court
hasalreadyissuednotice—aswell
as the Allahabad High Court.
The CJI responded that the
court was cognisant of the High
Court cases when it issued the
notice and sought to know why
itshouldinterfereif the HCis deciding it. “Why should we stop
the HC?...We have issued notice

Differential treatment
cause of concern: Centre
to HC on WhatsApp
privacy policy
SOFI AHSAN

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25
THE CENTRE on Monday told
the Delhi High Court that it
was concerned by the “differential treatment” meted out
to Indians by WhatsApp by
rolling out separate privacy
policies for its users in India
and Europe, and said a clarification has been sought from
the Facebook-owned company regarding its recentlyannounced policy.
“Privacy policy offered by
WhatsApp to its European
users specifically prohibits the
use of any information shared
withaFacebookcompany...this
clause is not present in the privacy policy offered to Indians
andIndiancitizenswhoforma
very very substantial part of
WhatsApp’s user base,” said
Additional Solicitor General
Chetan Sharma, adding this
“differential treatment is certainlyacauseofconcern”tothe
government.
Sharma’s submissions
came during the hearing of a
petition
challenging
WhatsApp’s new privacy policy, the implementation of

which has been now deferred
owing to concerns raised by
varioususersandexpertsover
data sharing clauses.
WhatsApp on Monday
told the court that it was responding to the questions
sent by the Government of
India regarding the privacy
policy. Saying that the issue
wasbetweenthegovernment
andWhatsAppandFacebook,
it said that “unless the law is
put in place, nothing can be
done here”.
Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva
adjourned the hearing to
March 1 to allow the government to look into the issue.
SeniorAdvocateKapilSibal,
representing WhatsApp, submitted that the issue was between the government and
WhatsApp or Facebook.
“Unless the law is put in
place, nothing can be done
here.Yourlordshipscannotdecide the issues of this nature
when there are regulatory authorities which have to decide
these matters,” Sibal submitted, adding the regulatory authoritywillcomeinplaceonce
the law is put in place.

FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

HC reserves order on
comic Faruqui’s bail plea
EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE

BHOPAL, JANUARY 25

THE MADHYA Pradesh High
Court on Mondayreservedits
order on the bail application
of comedian Munawar
Faruqui and Indore resident
Nalin Yadav, who were arrested on January 1 following
complaints of allegedly hurting Hindu religious sentimentsduringacomedyshow
in Indore on January 1.
Before a single bench of
IndoreHighCourtpresidedby
JusticeRohitAryaonMonday,
Munawar’s advocate Vivek
TankhaalongwithAnshuman
Shrivastav argued that the comedianhasnotutteredaword
at the event for which he can
be punished.
“We argued before the
court that since Munawar has
notsaidanythingagainstanyone as far as the present FIR is
concerned,thenhisrightguaranteedunderArticle21and19
should be protected. But the
policehaveregisteredthecase
without any justifiable
ground,” Shrivastav told The
Indian Express.
However,thestategovernment’s counsel opposed the
pleasayingtheprobeisunderway. Additional Advocate
GeneralPushyamitraBhargava
said,“Thestatehasheavilyopposedthebailpleaastheinves-

Munawar
Faruqui
tigation is going on. The act of
theaccusedisveryseriousand
releasinghimbeforetheinvestigation will affect the investigation.” Asked about the defenceargumentthatMunawar
did not make any such remarks,Bhargavasaid“itisalla
matter of investigation”.
The High Court had adjourned the hearing on
January 15 with the case diary not available. The matter
came up for hearing 10 days
later on January 25 despite an
application
filed
by
Munawar’sadvocaterequesting an urgent hearing.
The bail plea was rejected
onJanuary5byasessionscourt
while Munawar’s judicial custodywasextendedbyanother
two weeks on January 13.
The High Court has asked
all those objecting to the bail
pleatosubmittheirobjections
in writing, including Eklavya
Singh Gaur’s lawyer, Rajesh
Joshi. “We have told the court
that a wrong message will be
sentouttosocietyif Munawar
isgrantedbailashehasasimilar case registered against
himinUP...Besides,heisahabitualoffenderandhadmade
jokes on Hindu deities in previous shows,” Joshi said.

New Delhi

‘We would like to have
the benefit of the
judgment of the High
Court also,’ the CJI
observed
does not mean HC cannot decide,” the CJI said adding that
people were taking High Courts
lightly these days. “The HC is a
constitutional court,” he said.
The state then sought permission to withdraw the plea,
which the court allowed.
The Supreme Court on Jan 6
hadissuednoticeontwopetitions
—onebyAdvocatesVishalThakre,
AbhaySinghYadavandPranvesh,
a law researcher and the other by
NGOCitizensforJusticeandPeace
— against The Uttarakhand,
FreedomofReligionAct,2018and
The Uttar Pradesh Prohibition Of
Unlawful Conversion Of Religion
Ordinance,2020.
The laws have courted controversy over its provisions regarding religious conversion for
the purposes of marriage.
TheSupremeCourthashowever declined to grant any interim stay and said it will hear
the matter.
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‘Shubman had all the answers’

SPORT 21

Young opener had multiple plans for the short ball, says batting coach Rathour in a chat with R Ashwin

REUTERS

GALLE, JANUARY 25

to be … That kind of clarity is unique when
you know what you are going to do. He is a
special player."

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 25

WHEN SHUBMAN Gill came to the dressing
roomduringthefinalTestatlunch,unbeaten
on 64, Vikram Rathour, the batting coach,
went to him with a question: “What are your
thoughts about the short ball?” The
Australians had just started bowling bouncers at him and the coaching staff wanted to
check with Gill on his plans.
“The clarity of his plans surprised me. If
somebodybowlstheshortballatthislineand
height, this is what I am going to do. If they
bowlitfromtheendwheretheboundarywas
shorter, I will pull it for a six,” Rathour shared
duringachatonRAshwin’sYoutubechannel.
“Hehadalltheanswers,heknewwhathewas
going to do. I had nothing to say to him. I said,
‘boss, just carry on, you are sorted.”
When Rathour walked back up to the
coaches’boxtojoinRaviShastri,BharatArun,
and where Ashwin was also sitting at that
point, Shastri asked him, “Did you tell him
abouttheshortball,thisphaseisveryimportant for us to get through”.
Ashwin takes up the story further. “And
you said, he said, if it’s below my height I will
hit here – and I was blown away thinking
somebodywasabletopicklength,height,line
and then also have plans covered for it. That
was unreal. I am a big fan of him but that was
unreal to know,” Ashwin says.
During the second Test in Melbourne
where India won, there was a Gill moment
that stuck with Ashwin. When the Indians
wereonthefieldandtryingtobowlthelower
orderout,AshwinrememberedGillranupto
him.“Ashbhai,Jaldikhatamkardoyaar!40-50
runs hoga toh, mein paanch over mey khatam
karoonga! (Please wrap up quickly. If it's 4050 runs to chase, I will do it in five overs!). I
was like, ‘wow, this is unreal man. We have a
debutant who is walking up to say ‘khatam
karo, finish it’ and I will finish in five overs and
that too in a Test match!”
Despite the youngster’s confidence,
Ashwin revealed how he stayed in the toilet
during the Melbourne chase. “We were two
down for 20-25 runs and I told Mayank
[Agarwal]tocallmewhenwereach65.Ididn’t come out; I was there at the toilet only!”
Rathourwasn’tsurprisedthatGilldidwell
ashewasclearwithhisplansevenduringthe
lockdown,wayaheadofthetour.“Ihadcalled
for discussions with all the batsmen during
the lockdown. With other batters, we came
upwithplans,talkedaboutwhatthebowlers
might bowl at them, and worked out plans.
But Gill had already sorted that out. The first
thing he said was he was already practicing
short ball as he was thinking about the
Australian tour. He was telling me what he
thought about Lyon, what are his plans going

Promoting Pant was Kohli’s idea

In the chat, Rathour also revealed that it
wasViratKohli’sideatopromoteRishabhPant
up the order. And the idea came at the postmatch chat at Adelaide after India were
bowled out for 36. Kohli had joined the
coaches for a midnight discussion and then
thegroupwerejoinedbyAjinkyaRahanenext
morning.
“ItcamefromVirattobehonest,”Rathour
says. “He said, ‘in case we play both left-handers,itwillbeagoodideaif wecansendPant
at No. 5 so that we can have a left-right combination. We discussed it with Ajinkya also.
Thenduringthematch,inthefirstinnings,we
decided to let him go at No.6.”
Things turned around in the second innings at Sydney chase. “Irrespective of when
we lose wickets, this is the last innings, and
weweregoingfortheruns.Theintentwasnot
todrawtheTest.Tillwecan,weweregoingto
goforthewin.Thatwastherighttimetosend
himin,”Rathourshared.“RaviShastriisagreat
believerofleft-rightcombinationandthought
foralongtimethatAustraliansdon’tbowlthat
welltotheleft-handers.AndAjinkyaagreedto
send him at No.5”
There was no doubt about sending Pant
aheadagainduringthelastTest.“Iwastelling
Ajinkyaifwegetagoodstartwecansendhim
atNo.4inthefirstinningsbutthatdidn’thappen,” Rathour said.

Shubman Gill was a revelation as an opener in the series against Australia. AP

‘Team meet after Adelaide laid foundation for turnaround’

Will shave off half moustache -Ashwin’s challenge to Pujara

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

ThetalkturnedtoCheteshwarPujaraand
Ashwin said in half-jest that if Pujara went
down the track and hit any English spinner
over the top in the upcoming Tests, he would
play with half the mustache in that game.
“ I will take half the mustache out and
come and play the game. It’s an open challenge! You think he will take it up?!” Ashwin
asked and Rathour replied with a smile, “I
don’t think he will take it up!” Rathour detailedoutPujara’slogic.“Ihaveaskedhim,why
don’t you go over when every fielder is up so
that they push the fielder back and you can
take singles. And he said, ‘If I do that, I will get
justonerun.Withallthefieldersup,Icanplay
the gap and get two-threeruns’. I said that’sa
great reason to keep it down, carry on!”
“I love his [Pujara’s] attitude, the way
he bats, the way he prepares, he is a
coach’s dream,” Rathour said. “No praise
is enough for the way he batted in the last
test match. The way he responded to all
the short balls, the way he handled the
injuries, he kept on batting. He played a
massive, massive role.”

ONE ABIDING memory of India’s 2-1 Test
series win in Australia that Ajinkya Rahane
would treasure was of a team meeting after Adelaide. But now that the series is over
and Virat Kohli is back as captain for the upcoming home Tests against England,
Rahane would be happy to perform the role
of his deputy.
“We both are really close, really good
friends.Wejustwanttodowellforourcountry. Let me tellyouonething.Viratis the captain now and I am the vice-captain, and
whatever was happening before Virat left, it
will just be the same. He is the captain and I
am enjoying my role. (I am) happy to take a
backseat now during the England series,”
Rahane, the guest at The Indian Express Idea
Exchange, said on Monday.
Rahane’s captaincy in Australia has
wowed legends like Ian Chappell and Bishan
SinghBediandnowthere’sadebatewhether
he should be made the permanent Test captain. The stand-in skipper said he exchanged
textmessageswithKohliaftertheserieswin.
The memory of a team meeting after the
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AJINKYA RAHANE
Indian team reached Melbourne
in the wake of 36 all out would
keep revisiting Rahane. It was a
normalteammeeting,buttheprecursor to India’s stunning fightback. “A team meeting after Adelaide, when
I actually took over and we went to
Melbourne... because it started from there.”
Rahane credited the Indian Premier
League for making young players “fearless”.
He also called Rahul Dravid’s role as “mas-

sive” in nurturing young talent, first as India
A and U-19 coach and now as the National
Cricket Academy director.
Rahane condemned the infamous incidents in Sydney, where some fans allegedly
racially abused Mohammed Siraj and Jasprit
Bumrah.
“WhathappenedinSydneywasverybad
and not acceptable at all. When we go overseas, fans abuse opponents to cheer up the
home team. But when people are abusing
you based on the colour of your skin and
hurling racial slurs, that are not acceptable.
My message (to the authorities) was, those
whoraciallyabusedtheplayers,getthemout
of the ground. We will not leave the field.
Until you are ejecting them, we are not playing.”
After the Adelaide Test,
Rahane got a call from former
India captain and current BCCI
president SouravGanguly. “After
theAdelaideTest,Dadacalledme
and said, ‘Just be strong. Believe in yourself,
as an individual and as a team’. That was the
message.”
Rahane also spoke about his bonding
with Ravichandran Ashwin and Cheteshwar
Pujara.

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

Sibley guides
England home
DOMSIBLEYscoredanunbeatenhalfcentury
as England chased down a target of 164 to secureasweepoftheseriesonMonday,beating
SriLankabysixwicketsinthesecondtestona
day of drama at Galle International Stadium.
England scored 164-4, with Sibley 56 not
out and Jos Buttler unbeaten on 46 as they
overcame jittery moments to complete a 20 series triumph. The tourists overturned a
37-run deficit after the first innings to win a
sixth successive test in Sri Lanka. England
earlier dismissed Sri Lanka for 126 in their
second innings, giving themselves a confidence boost ahead of next month's start of a
four-test series in India.
England's run chase began nervously as
theylosttheirfirstfourwicketsfor89runs,including a tired-looking Joe Root, with Sri
Lanka'sdangerousspinnerLasithEmbuldeniya
threateningwiththenewballandtakingthree
wickets for a match tally of 10.
But an unbeaten 75-run partnership between Sibley, who had previous failed with
the bat on tour, and Buttler carried England
home as they showed the application their
hosts lacked in their batting.
"I was pleased to be able to spend time at
the crease and get the boys over the line,"
said Sibley. England, who added only five
runs totheirovernighttallybefore beingdismissed for 344, took just over a session to
turn the match on its head as Dom Bess and
spin partner Jack Leach claimed four wickets each in Sri Lanka's second innings.
Bess took 4-49 and Leach 4-59 as the
home batting line-up was undone by the
turn of the wicket and rash shots. It included
a wild sweep from veteran Angelo Mathews
as he was bowled by Bess for five, and a slog
that was top-edged by captain Dinesh
Chandimal (9) and expertly caught by James
Anderson off Leach. "There are no excuses
from us, we made mistakes and we were
outplayed," Chandimal said.
Embuldeniya, with a quickfire 40 off 42
balls, was the only home batsmen to make
more than 20 and his 48-run ninth wicket
partnershipwithSurangaLakmalhelped set
England a tougher target.
But he was eventually dismissed off the
part-time bowling of Root, who claimed another wicket with his next ball by bowling
Asitha Ferando to wrap up the innings. Root
finished with figures of 2-0 off 11 balls.
"It was great to come out on top after losing the toss on a wicket that had us under
pressure for much of the match," said the
England captain.
BRIEF SCORES: England 344 (Root 186,
Buttler 55, Embuldeniya 7-137) and 164 for
4(Sibley56*,Buttler46*,Embuldeniya3-73)
beat Sri Lanka 381 (Mathews 110, Dickwella
92, Anderson 6-40) and 126 (Embuldeniya
40, Bess 4-49, Leach 4-59) by six wickets.

DAY TODAY
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
It’s rush hour as far
as the planets are
concerned, but the
lights are on amber.
Whether you choose to go
ahead is therefore very much
up to you and your own
understanding of your unique
individual situation. What
concerns you, as much as
anything, are hidden
resentments, especially
other people’s.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
There is still a
measure of
uncertainty, and
confusing
developments keep occurring,
but there is a positive side to the
unfolding drama. Hopefully
you’re now at the stage at which
you can see increasing stability
and security emerging from
the fog.

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS
1 Pricy sort of article from a
Mediterranean island
(7)
5 Two small companies with a
drink product (5)
8 It won’t occur if the right types
are chosen (8,5)
9 Spring in the country
(5)
10 She makes me return the
papers (7)
11 Sign of a pressing need (6)
12 Blurt out the article included is
vicious (6)
15 Tale a hundred tell
(7)
17 Where strikers are found to be
at work (5)
19 One may get a ring back to
confirm this (6,7)
20 Managed to get straight in line
(5)
21 Reveals former attitudes
(7)

DOWN
1 Manages investments
(5)
2 But it’s not where the army
trains its recruits
(7,6)
3 Gives voice and breaks the
tension (7)
4 Gives patient attention
(6)
5 Man appears in headgear that’s
inexpensive (5)
6 What electricians like to read
about? (7,6)
7 It is pressed into use when
distribution by air is required
(7)
11 Have trouble getting up?
(7)
13 It unfolds and gives way (7)
14 Ernest has the makings of a
writer (6)
16 Tip in stupendous style (5)
18 Loss of water, it’s said, in
vegetables (5)

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Some planets are
urging you to move
forward. Others are
persuading you to
stay still. Changes may seem as
if they’re coming out of the
blue, but this is not how
astrology works. In fact,
everything that happens now
relates to developments which
took place a month or even a
year ago.

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Your inner tension
may be a little more
than is healthy. Yet I
imagine that, if you
try to relax now, you may allow
an opportunity to slip through
your fingers. That is why you
should keep your eye on the
ball and check up on every
single detail.

SolutionsCrossword4336:Across: 1Loner,8Wheatear,9Pence,10Accurate,
11Relay,12Air,16Stages,17Extort,18Pip,23Crest,24Amputate,25Films,26
Rallying,27Agent.Down:2Operetta,3Exchange,4Chichi,5Gamut,6Renal,7
Green,12Asp,13Rep,14Starling,15Pressman,19Intent,20Cairn,21Spill,
22Stays.
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DIRYPP

DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappearineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns,in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.
DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4363

Givenbelowarefourjumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selectthelettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Awaffleislikeapancakewitha______.-MitchHedberg(5,4)

SUDOKU 4364

JUMBLED WORDS

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
You are not normally
one to doubt your
own confidence. Yet
I’d like to see you
questioning your own
priorities, partly because there
are fresh discoveries to be
made. It’s all a question of
seeing the world anew, realising
how much you have taken
for granted.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
What you need now
is enough money to
get you out of a fix.
Frankly, it seems to
me that it’s about time you
enjoyed a spot of luxury, and if
your earnings are to increase, it
must be soon. Never forget
though, that, if you set out to
persuade someone that you’re
in the right, you will almost
certainly be successful.

New Delhi

BY PETER VIDAL
LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
It may not be time
for congratulations
just yet, but it soon
will be. You’ll have
something to celebrate over
the next few days. Turn your
back on the past and resolve to
make a completely fresh start.
But — and this is a very big
‘but’ — you must keep a
very close watch on all
practical developments.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Today may not be
easy, but there’s
little you can’t
handle with your
usual skill. You may react to
even surprise developments
with a sense of deja vu, as if
you had known all along what
would happen. Life at the
moment can be so strange!
That’s partly because failure
turns into success.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Only a very negative
frame of mind will
prevent you from
ending the week
better off materially and
spiritually than when it began.
On the other hand, a little
optimism will carry you to the
stars. There could be a spot of
social friction, but only if you
fail to keep your commitments.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
A victory in one area
of life has probably
increased the
likelihood of delay in
another. It’s an astrological law,
you see, that the universe
always returns to a state of
balance. Yet right now you
might be wondering just when
that’s going to happen.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Someone special is
reaching out to you
now. They may come
from a different
world, one you don’t know
about, but this doesn’t mean
that the connection won’t
become valuable and
permanent. Neither does it
mean that you won’t soon be
able to benefit from the contact.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You may have
squandered a great
deal of time on one
particular project.
Or have you? Wait a while and
you’ll see how nothing is
wasted and that sooner or
later your experience and
expertise will be highly prized.
You’ve reached a turningpoint and I’m sure you’ll
handle partners with your
usual subtlety.

SOLUTION: PARRY, STAGE, MOUTHY, DRIPPY
Answer:A waffle is like a pancake with a syrup trap.- Mitch Hedberg
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Cocooned Down Under
Nohousekeeping,strictdivisionof trainingtime,constantsurveillanceoutdoors:Nagal’sscheduleinOzOpen
SHAHIDJUDGE

MUMBAI,JANUARY25
THERE’SAgroanontheotherside.It’saninvoluntaryreactionbySumitNagal,followedbyan
explanation about what his hotel room in
Melbournelookslikeintheabsenceof housekeepingservices.“Itlooksnothingclosetowhat
it was when I first walked in. I’ll really feel bad
for (hotel staff) when I leave,” he offers. “And
every time I come back and look at the room,
I’mlike,‘myGod…’”Theimportantthinghere
for Nagal, however, is that he can indeed leave
hisroom,forfivehoursaday.
As the top players on the tennis circuit descended upon Melbourne ahead of the
Australian Open, one of the arrangements
made in this COVID-19-stricken era was that
theywereallowedtoleavetheirroomstotrain
and practise for five hours in a day, during the
mandatory14-dayquarantine.
Three of the 15 chartered flights that carriedtheplayerstoAustralia,however,hadpeopletestingpositiveonarrival,meaningallthe72
players on those planes were forced into hard
quarantine. Nagal wasn’t one of them. But the
five-hour spell he gets outside has been nothing like he’s ever experienced before. The
months spent in planning by Tennis Australia,
in consultation with the Victoria government,
has led to a strict series of protocols when it

comestoplayersleavingtheirroomsfortraining. And it all has to be followed to the dot. For
starters,playersareinformedabouttheirschedule the night earlier. “Two hours are for tennis
practice, 90 minutes for the gym, an hour for
food,and30minutesistogetfromtheroomto
the courts and back,” Nagal says. At a pre-determined time, an official of the Justice and
CommunitySafetyDepartment–whohandle
transport and security of players – will knock
ontheplayer’sdoor.Onlythencanthedoorbe
openedandtheplayerleavetheroom.
“Before my coach and I can get into the lift,
they will inform people in the lobby that two
peoplefromso-and-sofloorarecomingdown.
Oncewegetthe‘goahead’,wecangetintothe
lift,” explains the 23-year-old. “Once we’re
downstairs, we wait till my training partner
AslanKaratsevandhiscoachhavearrived.And
thenthegroupof fourgetsintotheminivanto
go to the venue.” The World No. 138, who has
been granted a wild card and will debut in the
maindrawoftheAustralianOpenthisyear,goes
on to describe howthey are required to sanitise
theirhandsafterevery50metresatthepractice
venue,andbeforeenteringorleavinganybuilding.
“Now, for the two hours we’re on court,
someone from the Justice Department will be
watching us. If we need to take a toilet break,
someone will escort us. You cannot leave before or after the two-hour slot,” Nagal says.
“Onceweleave,officialscometocleanthecourt.

Sumit Nagal was granted wild card this
Australian Open.
Nowif Iwason,saycourt20,Icanonlyusethe
gym that says ‘Court 20.’ Once I’m done with
thegym,theywillcomeandcleanthataswell.”
Thegymsessionisfollowedbyanhour’snutrition break. This is the only time when, if the
playersaredoneearly,theycancalltogetback
tothehotelearly.
“Thenit’sthesameprocedureagain.Allfour
assembleinthelobby,theyradiothepeopleon
our floor that we’re coming. Once they get the
green light, we get into the lift and go to our
rooms. After that, I can only open my door if
someone delivers something. Otherwise, the
doorcannotbeopened.”
The five-hour period outside is arranged
and executed like clockwork. It’s nothing like
what any of the players have been used to be-

fore,butNagalisn’tcomplaining.Hewasbanking on this spell even before he got to
Melbourne. Towards the end of the 2020 season, India’s second-highest-ranked singles
player struggled with a shoulder injury that
forced him to spend his pre-season working
solelyonhisfitness.It’sonlyinAustraliawhere
he’sstartedtofocusheavilyongainingbackhis
match-sharpness.
For the five hours outside, Nagal can focus
on getting ready before play resumes with a
fewtune-upATP250eventsstartingFebruary
1.Inthe19hourshe’sinhisroom,hecontinues
to work on getting fit – “more through bodyweightdrills”–forafewhoursaday.
And napping. “Sometimes when I don’t
know what to do I just take a nap, without an
alarm. So that can go for two or three hours,”
he says, before adding, “either way, I am not
missingoutonanything.”
The youngster from Jhajjar will be making
histhirdmain-drawappearanceatamajor.The
last time he did, at the US Open in September,
he became the first Indian since Somdev
Devvarmanin2013towinaGrandSlammatch.
Now in Australia, he didn’t have to go through
the qualifiers. But with nobody allowed to enter his room during the quarantine phase, not
evenhousekeeping,Nagalwillhavetodealwith
hisuntidyroomhimself.
“I keep thinking that I’ll clean it later, but
‘later’nevercomes.ButI’mtrying,let’ssee.”

IOC begins talks with IOA to
vaccinate athletes before Olympics
New Delhi: The International Olympic
Committee(IOC)hasinitiatedtalkswiththenational bodies, including the Indian Olympic
Association (IOA), over emergency access to
Covid-19vaccinesfortheTokyo-boundcontingent.IOApresidentNarinderBatrasaid‘discussionsareongoingonhowtovaccinateathletes,
supportstaffandofficials’aheadoftheOlympics
butitwillnotbemademandatory.
Theorganisation’ssecretarygeneralRajeev
Mehta added they have received a communicationfromtheIOC,sayingtheyalongwiththe
World Health Organisation (WHO) will assist
the participating nations in securing Covid-19
jabsfortheathletesandofficials.
TheIOAhasprojectedthatIndiawillsenda
recordcontingentof 125athletesfortheTokyo
Olympics,whicharescheduledtobeheldfrom
July23toAugust9.“Noathleteorofficialwillbe
forced to take the vaccine but a priority quota
will be created. There will be more clarity by
March end as by then, the long list of athletes
who will be going for the Olympics will be
ready,” Batra said. Vaccinating those who will
be a part of the Olympics is seen as one of the
criticalfactorsindeliveringsafeGames.
Twoscenariosareemergingatthemoment.
On Saturday, The Daily Telegraph reported that
the IOC and WHO are working together to get
as manyathletes vaccinated as possiblebefore
theGames.TheIOCandWHO,thereportadded,
areintalkstosecureshotsforathletesincountrieswherevaccinationisyettobegintheCovax
project.Thescheme,whoserolloutislikelynext
month,isledbyWHOandGavivaccinealliance.
In countries where Covid-19 doses are al-

ready being administered, the IOC and WHO
are likely to speak to the governments to add
athletesintheemergencylist.“WHOmembers
will initiate dialogues with the government in
their respective countries to get vaccines required for athletes and officials. A set protocol
willbefollowed,”Batrasaid.
“Itwillbeuptothecountrytodecidewhich
vaccine to administer since all of them are approvedbytheWHO.”InIndia,aparliamentary
panel said last month that ‘athletes, as well as
coaches and support staff going for the
Olympics, should be put in the priority group
for the vaccination process.’ Sports minister
Kiren Rijiju, too, has advocated the same. The
TokyoOlympicshavebeenshroudedinuncertaintywiththerisingnumberofCovid-19cases
indifferentpartsoftheworld,includingthehost
cityTokyowhereastateofemergencywasimposedearlierthismonth.
ThepublicopinionsurroundingtheGames
hasplummetedsinceandtherehavealsobeen
reportsabouttheJapanesegovernmentconsidering cancellation of the Games but they have
beenrebutted,withtheorganisersinsistingthat
the Olympics – which were postponed for the
first-time ever last year due to the pandemic –
willtakeplaceasscheduledthistimearound.
Batra, who is also an IOC member, said he
was confident the Games will go ahead. “The
Olympicswilltakeplace100percent.Thequestion remains over the number of spectators,
whether to have 50 per cent crowd or 100 per
cent. That call will be taken in the coming
weeks,”Batrasaid.

MIHIRVASAVDA

Happy but
Nambiar sir should
have got Padma
earlier, says Usha
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 25

ON A day her coach, OM Nambiar was named in the
list of Padma Shri award winner, PT Usha called him
a'mentor'and'fatherfigure'whotookherfromobscurityandhelpedhershineonthebiggestsportingarenasaroundtheworld,includingthe1984LosAngeles
Olympics.Asithappened,onMondayUshahadcalled
on 'Nambiar sir', now 89, and had tea with him at his
home in Payyoli.
"We had gone for the engagement of my husband's niece. It took place close to Nambiar sir's
house. So I dropped in. He insisted that I have a cup
of tea.Isat withhimforawhile and hewashappy.He
is old now and does not step out of his home too
much.ButwheneverImeethim,Irelivealotof memories. It is only after we reached home did we know
about the news that he is a Padma Shri," Usha said.
From 1977 to 1990, Usha was coached solely by
Nambiar. It was Nambiar who asked Usha to focus on
the 400 metres hurdles ahead of the Los Angeles
Olympics, where she missed out on a medal by onehundredth of a second.
Nambiar'sdecisiontoswitchtohurdlescameafter
Usha had won the gold in the 400 metres at the Asian
Track and Field meet in Kuwait.
"Nambiar sir instilled confidence in me that I
could be the best in the world. Looking back, we didn't have great facilities or diet but the sheer will of
Nambiar sir and his passion helped me win multiple
medals for India. I am happy he is being recognised
with the Padma Shri award but I believe he should
have got it much earlier," Usha said.
WhenPTUshawonfivegoldmedalsandabronze
at the Asian Athletics Championships in Jakarta in
1985, she didn't have a physio or a masseur by her
side.CoachNambiarmulti-taskedandmadesureshe
was fit to run 11 races, including the heats in just five
days. "Without Nambiar sir, I would have not been
able to achieve what I did for the country. I was lucky
hementoredandcoachedmeforsomanyyears.From
almost nothing he helped me achieve greatness."

LIST OF WINNERS
P Anitha: A former India basketball captain,
Anitha has represented the national team for
close to two decades. She also holds the record
of beingtheonlywomanplayertoplayforIndia
at nine Asian Championships.
Mouma Das: The table tennis player was
awardedtheArjunaAwardin2013.Atwo-time
Olympian, Das has won multiple
Commonwealth Games medals, including
team gold at the 2018 edition.
Anshu Jamsenpa: She is regarded as the first
woman in the world to scale the summit of Mt
Everest twice in five days. She is also the first
Indian woman to scale the Mt Everest summit
five times.
Sudha Singh: A national record holder in the
3,000m steeplechase event, Sudha has multiple continental medals to her name, including
an Asian Games gold. She has also represented
India at the 2012 and 2016 Olympics.
Virender Singh: The freestyle wrestler has
won three gold and one bronze medals at the
Deaflympics in four appearances He won the
Arjuna Award in 2015 for his achievements.
KY Venkatesh: Winner of multiple medals at
various international para-sports events, including the world dwarf games.
Madhavan Nambiar: The 89-year-old is the
long-time coach of PT Usha, who finished
fourth in the 400 metre hurdles at the Los
Angeles,andwonmultiplemedalsattheAsiad.
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ADVERTORIAL

T W O N AT U R A L PA RT N E R S C O M I N G C L O S E R

Ties getting stronger with time

M E S S A G E

Barry O'Farrell AO
Australian High Commissioner to India

A

S PROUD cricketing nations, Australia and India are determined competitors on the field.We saw this recently during India’s win overAustralia at the
Gabba to retain the coveted BorderGavaskar Trophy. India demonstrated great
grit to overcome injuries and COVID restrictions, amongst other challenges, to achieve
this stunning victory. I commend the Indian
team for their performance.
Our countries are also delivering real
achievements off the field – as Prime Minister
Modi recently observed,Australia and India
form a solid partnership. Under our Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, signed by
Prime Ministers Modi and Morrison last year,
India andAustralia are working more closely than ever before.
We are enhancing our science, technology and research collaboration, including
looking for innovative solutions for responding to and treating COVID-19. We are
boosting our maritime cooperation to maintain an open, secure and prosperous IndoPacific, through joint operations and exercises such as Exercise MALABAR. And we
are deepening our economic engagement, encouraging greater two-way trade and
investment, and exploring ways to strengthen supply chain resilience.
Ours is a vibrant and growing partnership,which is founded on shared values,or what
I characterise as the four Ds – democracy, defence, diaspora and dosti.We value our democratic institutions and rule of law.We are united by a shared vision for an Indo-Pacific
region free from threats of coercion.Our people-to-people ties,the backbone of our partnership, are growing rapidly.And our love of cricket adds that special dosti to the relationship.
Indeed, it’s fair to say that whenAustralia and India work together, we make a highly
competitive team. So, as we gather today to celebrate our respective national days– Republic Day in India andAustralia Day back home – I wish to acknowledge our vibrant and
growing partnership and all we have achieved together over the last year.And, as I look
to the year ahead, I am confident we will continue to remain determined competitors on
the field – but the most trusted of partners off it.
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with a Degree
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India and Australia aim to take their bilateral relationship to new
heights in 2021, investing in new sectors for mutual benefit even as
they deepen their engagement in traditional areas of cooperation

T HARDLY needs to be mentioned
that the passage of time has taken
the Australia–India relationship to a
new level. Both Australia and India share
several commonalities such as their vibrant and multicultural democracies,
their passion for cricket and other sports,
as well as their shared economic and
strategic interests, making them a natural fit for each other. The bilateral engagements between India and Australia
span across areas, including agriculture,
mining and critical minerals, education
and skill development, infrastructure,
maritime cooperation, counter-terrorism
and cyber-security.
This highly valued relationship gained
more traction when in September 2008,
the then Australian Foreign Minister
Stephen Smith said, during a keynote address at the University of Western Australia, “It is under-appreciated that Perth
and Chennai are closer to each other
than Sydney is to Seoul, to Shanghai, or
to Tokyo. ……As the world sees the potential of an Asian/Pacific century unfold,
Australia sees India at the heart of
this historic shift in political and economic influence.”
Since this bilateral partnership was
upgraded to a strategic relationship in
2009, both India and Australia have put
an array of institutional mechanisms in
place to promote bilateral co-operation,
such as exchange of high-level visits,
Foreign Ministers’ Framework Dialogue,
Joint Trade & Commerce Ministerial
Commission, Defence Policy Talks including Policy talks at the level of Senior Officials, Staff Talks, Energy Security Dialogue and Australia-India Education
Council,Track-2 Dialogues like AustraliaIndia Leadership Dialogue, Youth Dialogue, etc.
In 2018-19, India was Australia’s
eighth-largest trading partner and fifthlargest export market. Two-way goods
and services trade with India was
at $30.3 billion in 2018-19, and the level
of two-way investment was $30.7 billion
in 2018. To ensure that both the countries are on the same page regarding
their bilateral agenda, India and Australia interact regularly through highlevel meetings and visits. There is also
growing political cooperation, including
in multilateral institutions such as the

Commonwealth, G20, and the Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IORA).
Both India and Australia realise the
growing importance of this partnership
for each other’s inclusive growth and
prosperity, which is why their bilateral
Strategic Partnership translated into a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
(CSP) when Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
participated in the Australia-India Leaders’ Virtual Summit on June 4, 2020.
Through the CSP, both the countries
have shared their commitment to work
together across a range of areas, including the ambitious agenda to expand
their trade and economic relationship to
the benefit of both economies. Both the
countries have also signed key agreements, including a landmark pact for reciprocal access to military bases, against
the backdrop of their frosty relations
with China. India and Australia also unveiled a common vision for maritime cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. Australia
and India have also planned to re-engage on a bilateral Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA).
As part of the CSP, Australian and Indian Foreign and Defence Ministers have
decided to meet to discuss strategic issues in a ‘2+2’ format at least once every

two years. During the June 2020 virtual
meeting, India and Australia decided to
sign the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA) and another pact on cooperation in the field of mining and rare
earth minerals. The signing of MLSA will
help in scale-up of overall defence cooperation, whilst cooperation in the field
of mining and rare earth minerals will allow India to source critical minerals from
Australia rather than China.
Further, in December 2020, the Indian
government’s much-awaited 'Australia
Economic Strategy' (AES) report was released, paving the way for a big push to
bilateral trade in various sectors, including Agri-tech, Mining and Resources,
Mining Equipment and Technology Services (METS), Critical minerals, Pharmaceuticals, Medical Devices and Technology, Food Processing and Food Storage,
Energy Efficiency and Renewables,
among others.
With respect to strengthening of defence ties, the bilateral relations reached
a new high when Australia participated
in the annual Malabar exercise in November 2020. Overall, by the reckoning of
the Australian government, there has
been an increase from 11 defence exercises, meetings, and activities in 2014 to
29 in 2017, and 38 in 2018.The naval en-

Australia is a most
sought-after travel
destination for Indians!

M

OST Indian students prefer
adding a foreign degree to their
curriculum vitae, if given a
chance to study abroad. Although there
are many foreign universities and colleges
from across the world that lure Indian students to their shores, in the past few years
many Indian students have started to prefer Australia to Western countries, as they
regard Australia to be a much better destination to pursue higher studies as well as
enjoy a quality life.
Though historically, “the USA and UK
have been the preferred choice of many
aspiring Indians for higher education, the
changing political landscapes and visa
policies in these countries have made Australia an even more attractive option – especially since Australia boasts some of the
leading universities in the world.”
According to a report published in
2018, Education was identified as one
sector that Australia can leverage to enhance its relationship with India. As per
latest estimates, “Education is Australia’s
largest service export to India, valued at
AUD5.5 billion and accounting for around
85% of the total. Indian students in Australia number almost 110,000 (year to
date September 2019), which marks a
33% increase over the previous year.
These students made 132,079 enrolments in Australia, comprising 15% of international enrolments. As an education
export market, India is second only to
China, with exports valued at
AUD12.1 billion in 2018-19 and 246,454
enrolments in Australia.”
As a globally recognised educational

Famous for its natural landscapes and wildlife
and backed by modern infrastructure and great
tourist facilities, Australia offers a rich travel
experience to tourists
destination, Australia is home to many
distinguished universities and colleges,
such as the University of Melbourne, University of Queensland, Monash University, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, Deakin University, to name a few.
These universities are equipped with
world-class infrastructure and research
facilities, offering a plethora of courses
to choose from – 22,000 courses available in 1,100 universities and institutions. From traditional STEM courses to
management programmes, students are
offered numerous options to choose
from, depending on their expertise and
personal interest.
The best part of graduating from Australia is the availability of post-study work
permit – which is unavailable in a majority
of countries. It is also easy to get a permanent residency inAustralia, given you have
a few qualifications to apply for the PR programme. One of the major reasons to study
in Australia is its affordability compared
with the US and UK.As compared with the
US, the tuition fees and cost of living are
relatively less inAustralia.
Australia has 8 of the top 100 universities in the world in its fold, guaranteeing
you access to world-class teaching faculties, post-study work opportunities, and
excellent quality of living. No matter what
course you choose to pursue from
whichever university, you’ll be assured of
unbeatable academic excellence and a superb support system.There are also various
scholarship programmes on offer that will
make your learning process easier and
more affordable.

A

N important part of increasing people-to-people contact
between India and Australia
is Tourism. For Indian tourists, Australia is a highly aspirational destination, with visiting Australia’s
beaches and iconic landmarks ranking high on their itineraries. Since the
continent country offers a wide
range of natural landscapes and
wildlife to experience, Indian tourists
find the Australian experience very
alluring and adventurous.
People think holidaying inAustralia
has a certain “wow” factor attached
to it, with many Indians regarding it
as one of the best laid-back destinations across the world.AlthoughAustralia is considered an expensive destination, it is also felt to offer good
value for money given the memorable
experience it ensures.
As per reports,“India is one ofAus-

tralia’s fastest growing inbound markets for visitor arrivals.As of the yearending September 2019, arrivals are
386,400, up 11.8%.” In terms of
spend, “Indian travellers account for
$1.8 billion of total spend, up 17.4%
as of year-end June 2019. On average
Indian travellers spend approximately
$5,000 per trip and $80 per night.” In
pre-Covid days, in 2019, “India
recorded six consecutive years of double-digit growth in terms of arrivals
and spend from India toAustralia.”
As per the findings of a recent survey, “India's travellers are very optimistic about travelling despite the
pandemic, with over 80% of those
surveyed believing that Australia is a
safe destination to travel to.” Additionally, Indian travellers have revealed Australia as one of their top
three travel destinations for the time
borders reopen.
New Delhi

gagement has been the most advanced,
as is to be expected.While AUSINDEX remains the mainstay of the naval engagement, there have been other complementary efforts. Engagement between
the two air forces has also increased,
while the army-to-army engagement
needs to see more development. Both
the countries have also called for early
adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT).
In his video address to the Bengaluru
Tech Summit in November 2020, the
Australian Prime Minister said his country plans to take bilateral ties with India
to new heights by working together in
frontier technologies.
Today, people-to-people linkages
have also widened, with large numbers
of Indian tourists, students, and immigrants contributing to Australia’s economy and society. Indians have emerged
as one of Australia’s largest communities, making a positive impact on its society. As per latest estimates, around
700,000 Indians are residing in Australia
currently. Over 38,000 Indians became
Australian citizens in 2019-2020, a 60%
increase. It was the largest diaspora to
acquire citizenship. Indians have also
earned the distinction of being Australia’s fastest-growing inbound tourists.

