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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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Stay invested in journalism
you can trust. Subscribe to
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Hope you are enjoying reading The Indian Express. With supply chains
back to normal, our complimentary e-paper will end on 31st January, 2021.
To continue reading the newspaper that explains and investigates the news
beyond the noise,

follow the link 'bit.ly/IEdeliver or Call 9810640505 to get your copy
delivered at your doorstep.
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OXFAM REPORT

Covid deepened
inequalities: wealth,
education, gender

Wealth surge of richest 11 in pandemic
could sustain NREGS for 10 years

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHIJANUARY 24

A NEW report by Oxfam has
found that the Covid pandemic
deeply exacerbated existing in-
equalities in India and around
the world.

The report, titled ‘The
Inequality Virus’, has found that
as the pandemic stalled the econ-
omy, forcing millions of poor
Indians out of jobs, the richest bil-
lionaires in India increased their
wealth by 35 per cent.

“The wealth of Indian billion-
airesincreased by 35 per cent dur-
ing the lockdown and by 90 per
cent since 2009 to $422.9 billion
ranking India sixth in the world af-
ter US, China, Germany, Russia
and France,” states the report.

According to Oxfam's calcu-
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EXPLAINED

HIGH LEVELS of inequal-
ities hurt the economy
and undermine social
cohesion. Some argue
that governmental ef-
forts to reduce inequal-
ity must succeed, not
precede, efforts to boost
growth because that will
define how much there
is to distribute. That will
be the challenge for the
Budget.

lations, since March, as the gov-
ernment announced possibly
CONTINUEDONPAGE9

India, China hold ninth
round of LAC talks

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

SENIOR MILITARY commanders
from India and China met on
Sunday for the ninth round of
talks to discuss a possible solu-
tion to the nearly nine-month
border standoff in eastern
Ladakh.

The meeting, which began
around 10 am on the Chinese
side of the Chushul-Moldo
Border Personnel Meeting

Pak Zindabad:
11-hour police
ordeal for
family, friends
over a game

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

TWO men were detained and
questioned for eight hours
through Saturday-Sunday night
and three women for at least
three hours Sunday morning by
the Delhi Police — all because
they were heard saying “Pakistan
Zindabad” as part of a cycling
game near Khan Market Metro
station late Saturday night.

Their ordeal, that started at 1
am on Sunday, ended only by
noon with the police admitting
that “Pakistan Zindabad” was
said in a “lighter vein”, and no
case was made out.

Ahead of Republic Day, police
said, they were on “high alert”
when they received a call around
1 am about a “group shouting
slogans, praising Pakistan”.

An enquiry officer was sent
to the spot. “Two families (one
from Delhi, the other from
Gurugram) along with their
child had come to India Gate
Saturday night. They had rented
Yulu bikes they were racing, and
they had named each other after
countries like India, Pakistan,
Japan and Australia. They were
cheering each other on by

CONTINUEDONPAGE9

(BPM) point, continued until
evening.

The latest effort came two-
and-a-half months after the
last round of discussions be-
tween the two sides on
November 6, with around
50,000 troops deployed in the
region, along with additional
artillery, tanks, and air de-
fence assets.

It followed a memo from
India for talks while the two
countries maintained regular

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

1YEAR AS UNION TERRITORY

J&K: Drop in law & order incidents
but uptick in militant recruitment

J&K DGP Dilbag Singh says several militant commanders
killed in a year, ‘situation better’ on all parameters

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 24

IN ITS FIRST full year as the
newest Union Territory of the
country, Jammu and Kashmir
witnessed an uptick in recruit-
ment to militant ranks; the
number of law and order inci-
dents, however, dropped signif-
icantly during the year.
According to police data for
the last three years, the number
oflaw and order incidents in J&RK
plunged 75 per cent to 143 in
2020 compared with 584 in
2019. Militancy-related inci-

Sexual assault under
POCSO needs skin to

skin contact:

Bombay HC

Man who pressed breasts of child over
her clothes convicted for molestation

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR, JANUARY 24

IN A controversial order that
could have implications on a
range of cases, the Nagpur bench
of Bombay High Court acquitted
a man of sexual assault on the
grounds that pressing the breasts
of a child over her clothes with-
out direct “skin to skin” physical
contact does not constitute “sex-
ual assault” under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO)Act.

The verdict, delivered by
Justice PushpaV Ganediwala on
January 19, set aside the ruling of
alower court under Section 8 of
POCSO applicable to “sexual as-
sault” on children, against con-
vict Satish Bandu Ragde.

Saying that Section 8 of
POCSO provides for stringent
punishment of five years’ of rig-
orous imprisonment (RI), the
High Court observed that
“stricter proof and serious alle-
gations are required”.

The judge said: “As such,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

VIOLENCE RELATED

TOMILITANCY

2019 :2020*

Militancy- 255 | 243
related incidents

Lawandorder 584 i 143
incidents

Militantskilled : 157 222

Militant 143 : 174*
recruitment

Ceasefire 605 | 930
violation

*Up to Dec 30

**Out of which 76 killed, 46 arrested
and 52 still active

dents also dropped 5 per cent to
243 in 220 compared with 255
in 2019. The fall is significant
when compared with 2018,
which witnessed 417 militancy-
related incidents.

The number of recruits join-
ing militancy in the UT has, how-
ever, seen a 22 per cent rise to
174in 2020 from 143 in 2019. Of
the 174 recruits, 76 militants
were killed and another 46 ar-
rested. Just 52 remain active,
data with the J&K Police shows.

When contacted, Director
General, J&K Police, Dilbag Singh,
told The Indian Express that

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Farmers from various
parts of Maharashtra
arrived in Mumbai on
Sunday to participate
inarally on Monday
against the new farm
laws. Ganesh Shirsekar
REPORT, PAGE 7

3 ROUTES FINALISED
FORR-DAY TRACTOR
RALLY INDELHI
PAGE 4

Kargil ignored
in first Ladakh
tableau: chief

of Hill Council

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 24

OLD FAULTLINES between
Buddhist Ladakh and Muslim
Kargil have emerged in the
Republic Day tableau of the new
Union Territory of Ladakh.

The first tableau of Ladakh
will depict the Thiksey
Monastery in Leh and the Indian
Astronomical Observatory in

CONTINUEDONPAGE 9

Goswami paid
me $ 12,000 and
Rs 40 lakh to fix

ratings: Dasgupta

BARC ex-CEQ’s lawyer: Handwritten
statement has no evidentiary value

MOHAMED THAVER &
KRISHN KAUSHIK
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI,
JANUARY 24

THE FORMER CEO of Broadcast
Audience Research Council
(BARC) India, Partho Dasgupta,
has claimed in a handwritten
statement to Mumbai Police that
he received US$12,000 from
Republic TV Editor-in-Chief
Arnab Goswami for two separate
holidays and a total of Rs 40 lakh
over three years, in return for
manipulating ratings in favour of
the news channel, according to
the supplementary chargesheet
filed in the TRP scam case.

The 3,600-page supplemen-
tary chargesheet, filed by
Mumbai Police onJanuary 11,also
includes a BARC forensic audit re-
port, WhatsApp chats purport-
edly between Dasgupta and
Goswami, and statements of 59
persons, including former council
employees and cable operators.

Dasgupta’s statement
against Goswami part of
chargesheet

AUDIT REPORT

M Favouritism
towards channels

M Ratings were
pre-decided

W BARC officials
violated code

The audit report names sev-
eral news channels, including
Republic, Times Now and Aaj
Tak, and lists instances of

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

e

Fra -

R i DEA

e “XCHANGE

AT e DR SHEKHAR MANDE
i DIRECTOR GENERAL, COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC
! "\. h AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH

N PAGE 12

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

PO 3 fhllp, @aie iy o
Ll be P,.gnm“ﬂnﬁ?
?Eicm;hgfs.

e

<IN Loy
VACCINATION
CENTRE & #%
N,

*

W

THE WORLD

PRACHANDA GROUP
EXPELS OLIFROM
PARTY GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP racE 14

At IIM Calcutta, it’s teachers versus
Director over her powers, their role

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

THEFACULTY at Indian Institute
of Management, Calcutta, is
locked in an unprecedented
standoff with the institute’s di-
rector alleging that she has cen-
tralised powers in her hands and
usurped their role in administra-
tion and decision-making.

Director
AnjuSeth
says ‘small
group’ upset
with her

Director Anju Seth has attrib-
uted the confrontation to "a
small group of individuals" up-
set with her efforts to foster a

culture of transparency and ac-
countability.

That group isn’t small.

Last month, as many as 61
teachers — over 75% of the [IM-
Calcutta’s faculty — wrote to the
Ministry of Education (MoE)
urging it to step in alleging that
Seth’s style of functioning, was
“arbitrary, discriminatory, and,
having a very narrow vision.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

After strides in social welfare, Latur village

hands over baton t

PAGE1
ANCHOR

MAYURA JANWALKAR
ANANDWADI(LATUR),
JANUARY 24

NINE YEARS after 50 per cent
seats were reserved for women
inMaharashtra’s gram panchay-
ats, Anandwadi village in Latur’s
Nilanga taluka has picked an all-
woman panchayat. The six were
elected unopposed in the pan-
chayat polls held recently, their

o all-woman p

§ A AN, L

Do

The members were elected unopposed. Amit Chakravarty

anchayat

way paved by the performance
of  two-time  sarpanch
Bhagyashree Chame, who was
one of the three women elected
in 2015, along with Shobha Kasle
and Kalpana Sagar.

Given the number of
‘Anandwadis’ in Nilanga, the vil-
lage, located 25 km from Latur
city, is more commonly known
as Gaur. Home to 635 people,
mostly farmers, Gaur has in the
past five years seen improved
cleanliness, a campaign against
superstitions, change in name
plates of all 112 homes to that of

CONTINUEDONPAGE9
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EXPLAINED: WHAT TO EXPECT FOR REPUBLIC DAY 2021, AND WHAT NOTTO

For the second year in arow, Republic Day celebrations in the national capital will be held under the shadow of
raging protests against laws passed by the Centre. In 2020, it was the agitation against the Citizenship

Amendment Act (CAA).

TECH

PRIYANKA CHOPRAON
THE WHITE TIGER

‘My character Pinky is
catalyst of change for
Balram’

HOW BRANDS ARE
USING A.R.

The rise of augmented
reality in marketing
products

EXPRESS

Why the BJP is
embarrassed about
the farmers’ protests

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Today on the 3 Things podcast, we talk
about how worried the BJP is about the
farmers' protests and what this could mean
for the party in the future

FROMPAGE ONE

Militant recruits

2020 marked a significant im-
provement in the situation on
counts of terrorism, law and order
and security. “If you look at the
past decade, the situation is bet-
ter on all parameters since 2016.1
would say a lot of improvement
has been made on law and order
and security as well as terrorist vi-
olence. Several militant com-
manders were killed in a single
year..,” he said.

Between January and
December 2020, as many as 225
militants were killed by security
forces operatingin J&K.In 103 op-
erations, 207 militants were killed
in the Valley while 18 in the
Jammu region.

Officials said 46 top com-
manders of various militant out-
fits were among those neutralised
in 2020. These include Riyaz
Naikoo and Junaid Sehrai and Dr
Saifullah  of the Hizbul
Mujahideen. Lashkar’s Sajad
Haider, Burhan Koka from Ansar
Ghazwat-ul-Hind and command-
ers of the newly-carved The
Resistance Front were alsoamong
those killed in 2020, an official
with J&K Police said.

The data also shows that 36
civilians and 45 security person-
nel succumbed to military-related
activities in 2020. The casualties

are lower than the previous year.
The number of J&K police person-
nel killed due to militant activity
hasalsoseena24 per centdecline.
In2020,as many as 61 police per-
sonnel lost their lives.
Meanwhile, ceasefire viola-
tions across the LoCs have in-
creased by over 50 per cent,
recording 930 incidents in 2020.

LAC talks

contact through the hotline and
other mechanisms to preventany
untoward incident that could
complicate the situation.

On Sunday, the Indian dele-
gation was led by Lt Gen P G K
Menon, XIV Corps Commander,
which is responsible for the LAC
in eastern Ladakh, and included
another senior military officer
from Delhi. Naveen Srivastava,
Additional Secretary (East Asia)
in the Ministry of External
Affairs, was also present.

The Chinese delegation was
led by Major General Liu Lin, com-
mander of the South Xinjiang
Military Region.

Sexual assault

there is nodirect physical contact
i.e. skin to skin with sexual intent
without penetration”. The bench
observed that "the act of pressing
breast can be a criminal force toa
woman/ girl with the intention to

outrage her modesty."

"In view of the above discus-
sion, this Court holds that the ap-
pellantis acquitted under Section
8 of the POCSO Act and convicted
under minor offence u/s 354 of IPC
and sentenced him to undergoRL,"
the judge said. The maximum
sentence is five years and the min-
imum one year for an offence un-
der this section.

"Evidently it is not the case of
the prosecution that the appellant
removed her top and pressed her
breast," Justice Ganediwala said.
"Theactof pressing of breast of the
child aged 12 years, in the absence
of any specificdetail astowhether
the top was removed or whether
heinserted his hand inside topand
pressed her breast, would not fall
inthe definition of 'sexual assault'.”

The court of Extra Joint
Additional Sessions Judge had
found Ragde, 39, guilty of offence
of sexual assault of the 12-year-
old girl under POCSO along with
Sections 354 (assault or criminal
force to woman with intent to
outrage her modesty); 363 (pun-
ishment for kidnapping); and 342
(punishment for wrongful con-
finement) of the IPC.

Ragde had moved the High
Court against the judgment
through his lawyer Sabahat Ullah.
Public prosecutor M J Khan sub-
mitted in the High Court that un-

der Section 7 of POCSO, “pressing
of breast” fell under the definition
of sexual assault.

Citing from POCSO's definition
of sexual assault, the High Court
said, "as per the definition, the of-
fence involves following neces-
sary ingredients — act must have
been committed with sexual in-
tent,act must involve touching the
vagina, penis, anus or breast of the
child or making the child touch
the vagina, penis, anus or breast of
such person or any other person
ordoingany other act with sexual
intent which involve contact
without penetration.”

Justice Ganediwala observed:
"As per the definition of ‘sexual as-
sault’, a‘physical contact with sex-
ual intent without penetration’ is
an essential ingredient of the of-
fence. The words ‘any other act’
encompasses withinitself the na-
ture of the acts which are similar
to the acts which have been
specifically mentioned in the def-
inition on the premise of the prin-
ciple of ejusdem generis(of the
same kind). The act should be of
the same nature or close to that."

In this case, dating back to
2016, the convict had taken the
girl into wrongful confinement
and had pressed her breasts while
she was runningan errand for her
mother. As the girl did not return
for a long time, the mother went
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looking for her and found her in
the upstairs room of Ragde's
house. The room was bolted from
the outside. She had met Ragde
coming down the stairs and had
asked him about her daughter's
whereabouts. Ragde had told her
that hedidn't have anyideaabout
where her daughter was.

The girl told her mother that
Ragde had held her by hand and
taken her to his house on the pre-
text of giving her a guava but in-
side he tried toremove her salwar
and he pressed her breasts. The
mother filed a police complaint
against Ragde, who was convicted
by the lower court under both
POCSO and IPC sections. The con-
vict then moved the High Court.

M

The letter, the faculty claims,
was sent to the government only
after exhausting all redressal av-
enues internally. This is unusual
given that the IIMs, in the past,
have always been critical of gov-
ernment interference.

Official sources said any inter-
vention by the Ministry is unlikely,
at least for now. "We cannot start
interfering in an institute's inter-
nal affairs, especially when we are
advocating autonomy for other
higher education institutions
along the lines of what has been
granted to the IIMs, " an official said.

Also, the crisis is seen more as
anegoclashasmuchasa turfwar.
“These issues aren’t things that
can’t be resolved internally,” the
official said. Indeed, higher edu-
cation secretary Amit Khare is
learnt to have met Seth and
Kulkarni and asked them to re-
solve the standoff internally.

Sethwasappointed as the first
woman head of [IM-Calcutta in
November 2018. An alumnus of
IIM-Calcutta(1978),she hasadoc-
torate from the University of
Michigan (1988). She joined
Virginia Techin 2008 and headed
its department of management
from 2008 to 2013. She will com-

plete her termasdirectoratlIMin
ayear.

Among the issues flagged by
the teachers is faculty shortage.
Sources said that only one new
faculty member has been hired in
thelast two years despite the insti-
tute losing over 10 teachers onac-
count of resignation, superannu-
ation, and voluntary retirement.
Some of the exits, teachers allege,
were due to “harassment.”

“There’salot of micromanage-
ment by the director...For in-
stance, the doctoral research pro-
gramme committee which deals
with permissions for faculty to
present papers at international
conferencesis almost defunct be-
cause the director insists on hav-
ing the final say who can or can-
not attend international
conferences,” said a teacher.

It'salsoalleged thatin her role
as chairperson of the Academic
Council (AC), Sethindulged in se-
lective recording of minutes and
decisions of the Council.

Members have alleged that
minutes of a crucial AC meeting
held on September 17 and 21 last
year did not reflect the decision
that faculty feedback on
Regulations under the [IM Act
should be shared with the Board
of Governors.

The new IIM Act came into ef-
fect January 31, 2018, and grants
sweeping powers to all 20 busi-
ness schools, including in the ap-
pointment of directors, chairper-
sons and Board members. Each
[IM, under the new IIM Act, has to
draft its Regulations, which will
oversee and guide the administra-
tion of the Institute.

Teachers at [IM-Calcutta have
alleged that the Regulations seek
to reduce the Academic Council's
remit. One of them being that the
Academic Council, in future, will
onlybe able to elect one represen-
tative to the Board instead of two
as has been the norm. Now, the
Board chairperson will select the
second.

say, was given just five days to sub-
mit suggestions on the draft and
that the faculty feedback on cen-
tralisation of powers in the Board
and Director was not considered
by the Board while passing the
Regulations.

Lastmonth, afterwritingtothe
MOoE against the institute leader-
ship, the faculty also wrote sepa-
ratelyonitsconcernsregarding the
Regulations and requested the gov-
ernment to hold offits notification.

The Indian Express sent a
questionnaire on these com-
plaints to Seth. In response, she
said: “Our team at [IM Calcutta is
committed to uphold the require-
ments of the [IM Act to firmly set
the Institute on the path to global
excellence while at the same time
fostering a culture of trans-
parency, accountability and mer-
itocracy. These essential aspects
of the Act may cause disruption
and discomfort to a small group
of individuals with dissimilarval-
ues and interests.

"We are pained by the base-
less stories instigated by this small
group tosully the Institute’s repu-
tation built over decades. Despite
the challenges we have con-
fronted including those posed by
the COVID crisis, we are now oper-
ating ateven greater effectiveness
and efficiency with devotion to
the success of our talented stu-
dents. Having converted chal-
lenges into opportunities to
strengthen our resilience, we are
excited to march into the future
with integrity and commitment
tothe pledge of TIM First', blessed
by the good wishes and support
of valued members of our faculty
and extended community.”

Asked about the faculty's con-
cerns over the new Regulations,
Board Chairman Shrikrishna
Kulkarni wrote: "As a practice we
donotdiscuss internal matters re-
lated to our beloved Institute and
my Board in the public domain..
Please be reassured that we onthe
Board are fully committed and
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well that know how the TRP sys-
tem works. He also alluded to
helping me out in the future.”

It states: “I worked with my
team to ensure manipulation of
TRP ratings that made Republic
TV get number 1 rating. This
would have continued from 2017
to 2019. Towards this, in 2017
Arnab Goswami had personally
met me at St Regis hotel, Lower
Parel and given me 6000 dollars
cash for my France and
Switzerland family trip...also in
2019 Arnab Goswami had person-
ally met me at St Regis and given
me 6000 dollars for my Sweden
and Denmark family trip. Also in
2017, Goswami had personally
met me at ITC Parel hotel and
given me Rs 20 lakh cash...alsoin
2018 and 2019... Goswami met me
at ITC hotel Parel and gave me Rs
10lakhs each time...”

Dasgupta's lawyer Arjun Singh
said: “We totally deny this allega-
tion as the statement would have
been recorded under duress. It
does not have any evidentiary
valueinthe court of law.” Amem-
ber of Goswami's legal team de-
clined to comment.

The chargesheet alsoincludes
BARC's audit report, dated July 24,
2020, which states that evidence
“indicated favouritism shown to
few channels” and “in some cases,
we suspect that the ratings were
pre-decided”.

For instance, the report men-
tions alleged suppression of view-
ership for Times Now to boost
Republic’s weekly rankings, and
highlights a purported conversa-
tion between BARC's top execu-
tives and a senior marketing ex-
ecutive of India Today Group on
“pre-fixing” Aaj Tak’s ratings.

With multiple emails and
messages between BARC officials
attached asannexures, the report
states that one of the reasons
given by the council for changing
Times Now’s viewership datais to
cater for “outlier” data, which is
meant to identify spikes in view-
ership due to the channel being
the “landing page” on some dis-
tributors.

The practice of placinga chan-
nel onthe “landing page” was pro-
hibited by TRAI But that direction
was set aside by the Telecom

Disputes  Settlement and
Appellate Tribunal,and the matter
is now in Supreme Court.

The audit was conducted by
Acquisory Risk Consulting. The ex-
ecutive summary of the audit re-
port states that “manipulation
was evidenced in 2017, 18 and 19
across English News Genre and
Telugu News Genre”.

The report states that six top
executives of BARC, including
Dasgupta, were involved in “ma-
nipulation of ratings and violation
of the code of ethics” between
2018 and 2019.

When contacted, BARCsaid in
an email: “As the matter is a sub-
jectofanongoing investigation by
the various law enforcement
agencies, we are constrained to re-
spond to your enquiries.”

Republic said in a statement
that “there has been a collusion of
corporate and political interests to
target” Goswami.

Times Now defended the use
oflanding pages, stating that they
are “not ruled as illegal” and “are
simply the most preferred fre-
quency which is sold and bought
at a Premium by perfectly legal
means”. It said the outlier policy
was “abused by corrupt BARC of-
ficials to manually intervene and
wilfully and deliberately improve
channel ranks for favoured chan-
nels” and thatitis “contemplating
legal action”.

India Today Group did not re-
spond to queries from The Indian
Express.

While Dasgupta is in jail, The
Indian Express reached out to
Mehta, Samrat, Ramgarhia,
Kumar and Basu. Only Kumar re-
sponded. “Thad remotely nothing
todowithresearch orratings asit
was a different team which han-
dled market analytics and data,”
he said, adding that everything
else was "slander".
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— January 25, 2021 National Tourism Day

MAHARASHTRA
TOURISM...

CHARTERING NEW HEIGHTS

T

Hon'ble Shri. Uddhav Thackeray
Chief Minister, Maharashtra State

The 1t state in India to give industry status
to the hospitality sector.

The 1st state in the country to successfully
implement agri-tourism policy.

Provides Easy Licensing Policy for Tourism
and the number of licenses reduced
from 70 to 10.

The 2 state in country to implement
Beach Shack policy.

Got an independent office for the Directorate
of Tourism for Publicity and ‘the
implementation of Tourism Scheme.

Rs.3000 Cr. investment MoUs
(6000 employment generation).

Maharashtra ranks No. 1 in the country
in tourism, according to a leading India Today
monthly survey.

Hon'ble Shri. Balasaheb Thorat
Revenue Minister,
Maharashtra State

Hon'ble Shri. Ajit Pawar |
Deputy Chief Minister,
‘ Maharashtra State
Hon'ble Shri. Aditya Thackeray |
Tourism Minister,
Maharashtra State

Hon'ble Aditi Sunil Tatkare
State Minister (Tourism),
Maharashtra State

www.maharashtratourism.gov.in

Follow Us On:
€3 /MaharashtraTourismOfficial € /maha_tourism

(© /maharashtratourismofficial @ /Maharashtra Tourism

Department of Tourism, Government of Maharashtra

5 F'.:";N

25" January 2021

Chief Guest
Shri Ram Nath Kovind

Hon'ble President of India

Guest of Honour
Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad

Hon'ble Union Minister for Law & Justice, Communications and Electronics & IT, Govt. of India
at
Ashok Hotel, New Delhi

VOTERS

E very Vote Matters

JIGITAL EPIC

Electoral Photo Identity Card

Tune on our ECI Website

Download e-EPIC From

Q Voter HelplineMobile app

‘ https://voterportal.eci.gov.in/
/) https:[[nvsp.in/
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Advantage e-EPIC

Alternate and faster mode
of obtaining Digital Voter Card

Download & Store on
mobile/desktop

Self printable
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Secure: QR code with
image and demographics

25" January 2021 onwards : For Newly Registered Electors*
1" February 2021 onwards : For All General Electors

*Only newly registered during special summary revision 2021 & having
unique mobile number in E-Roll
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We are...

EMPOWERED

POSTAL
BALLOT

Theme :NVD 2021
Making our Voters Empowered,
Vigilant, Safe & Informed

© The Common Man: BCCL. Used under license

'. ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
® www.eci.gov.in

&4 i | NO VOTER TO BE LEFT BEHIND)
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FARMERS’ UNION ISSUES INSTRUCTIONS: ‘MAINTAIN PEACE, DON'T CARRY WEAPONS’

Police nod for farmers’ tractor march on
R-Day, 3 routes from borders chalked out

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

DELHI POLICE Sunday said it has
allowed the farmers’ tractor
march in the city on Republic
Day, with adequate security
arrangements in place. Three
routes were finalised following a
week of meetings between farm-
ers and senior police officers.

Ina press conference, Special
CP (Intelligence) Dependra
Pathak said, “We held discus-
sions with Bharatiya Kisan Union
leadersand there’s an agreement
that they will carry out their
march after Republic Day cele-
brations at Rajpath. There should
be no disturbance during the pa-
rade. We will provide them with
adequate security; their march
will be peaceful and they will re-
turn to the border at the end.”

The Sanyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) Sunday said only tractors
and trolleys with tableaux will be
allowed in the march; no one
should carryaweapon, “noteven
sticks”; and maximum of 5 peo-
ple can ride on one tractor. “No
one will ride on the bonnet,
bumper or roof of tractors,” it said
inastatement.

Police will remove barricades
on January 26 for farmers to
carry out the rally. Pathak said,
“Farmers from Singhu will pass
through Sanjay Gandhi Transport
Nagar, Kanjhawala, Bawana,
Auchandi border and KMP ex-
pressway before coming back to
Singhu border. The distance will
be around 62 km. From Tikri bor-

—— BRIEFLY —

Mobile vans
with nutrition
for children
inNoida

Noida: Two mobile vans
equipped with study and
nutrition material for chil-
dren in vulnerable situa-
tions were launched in
Noida on Sunday. The
vans—covered with bright
artwork—were launched
under “Nanhe Parinde”, a
jointinitiative by Gautam
Budh Nagar Police and
HCL Foundation, and im-
plemented by NGO
Chetna. Sanjay Gupta, di-
rector Chetna, said the
vans would frequent parts
of Noida with large con-
centrations of street chil-
dren.ENS

60 staff at
Delhi prisons

vaccinated

New Delhi: Around 60
paramedical staff of the
Delhi prisons depart-
ment have been inocu-
lated so far during the
Covid-19 vaccination
drive, officials said on
Sunday. “The vaccination
will help boost the
morale of the jail officials
and security forces per-
sonnel, who were at a
high risk of catching the
virus due to the nature of
their job," Director
General (Prisons)
Sandeep Goel said. PTI
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der, the tractors will pass through
Nangloi, Najafgarh, Jharoda and
KMP Expressway. Police will clear
aroute of around 64 km for the
march. From Ghazipur border, a
route of 46 km has been cleared
as the rally will pass through 56-
foot-road, Apsara border, Hapur
road and reach KGP Expressway

(Eastern Peripheral Expressway).”

Meanwhile, instructions for
farmers, passed by SKM, also say
they should pack 24-hours
worth ration and water, and
make arrangements for protec-
tion from cold in case they are
stuck in traffic jams.

The group stressed on the

need to ensure that the march s
peaceful. “Through this parade
we have to tell the country and
the world about our plight... Our
victory lies in the parade being
taken out in a very peaceful
manner... Our aim is not to con-
quer Delhi, but to win over the
hearts of the people of this

At Ghazipur, sisters from
Nainital set up mabhila store

Gursharanjeet and Harsharanjeet at the store set up by them. Abhinav Saha

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

AT GHAZIPUR border, two sis-
ters from Nainital have set up a
‘Kisan Mahila Store’ with the
aim of tending to the needs of
women at the protest site. Over
1,000 women are now present
at the site and more are ex-
pected to arrive in the run-up to
Republic Day.

Gursharanjeet Kaur (25), the
younger of the two, said, “We
first visited the site on December
25.We saw a few stores but they
did not have items like sanitary
napkins. At the same time,
women had just started coming
inand we decided to make a few
tents specifically for women.”

The sisters were involved in

Forest department seizes
equipment of DJ]B, PWD

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

THE FOREST Department Sunday
said it has seized equipment of
DelhiJal Board and Public Works
Department from two locations
for damaging tree roots by dig-
ging within one metre of them.
Forest officials said the PWD
damaged roots of three trees at
Ashram Chowkand the DJBdam-
aged one tree root at New Friends
Colony. Officials said digging and
construction work within one
metre distance of trees has been
prohibited by the NGT inits April

2013 order. A forest official said,
“We have powers under the Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act 1994 to
seize equipment if we believe an
offence has been committed and
trees have been damaged.”

“A hearing on the matter
with the DJB will be conducted
on January 28. PWD will be is-
sued a notice about the hearing
on Monday,” the official said.

The DJB spokesperson did not
respond to queries seeking acom-
ment. An official from the PWD,
in charge of the Ashram Chowk
area, said: “Neither has ourequip-
ment been seized nor has our
work been stopped.”

sewaina gurdwara back in their
hometown. They accompanied
their brother and father, who
started a langar.

The sisters then decided to
devote their time and resources
to women’s needs, and turned it
into a reality with the help of
friends and cousins.

They assessed the items that
women needed most at the site.
Harsharanjeet Kaur (28) said,
“We decided to stay in the tents
ourselves. We learnt that mos-
quitoes were a menace here and
it is difficult for women to walk
too far to use the washrooms.”

They made arrangements to
move the washrooms closer to
the women’s tents. The tents
can accommodate around 80
people and they are currently
setting up more of these.

Gursharanjeet is pursuing
postgraduate studies in Biology
and gives IELTS tuitions.
Harsharanjeet worksintheIT sec-
tor. While the sisters take care of
the store, a few women volun-
teer to help them. Anju Parveen
(39) from Trilokpuri said sewa
has become her full time job
since the protests began. “Idon’t
have a farmingbackground. I de-
cided to come here and help be-
cause | eat food. It is our duty to
help farmers.”

Items at the store range from
sanitary napkins and new under-
garments to soaps, shampoo,
toothpaste and towels. Nanni
Devi from Faridpur visited the
store in the afternoon to collect
sanitary napkins and a towel. She
said the store has made her stay
at the border much easier.

Tractors near Singhu border,
Sunday. Gajendra Yadav

county,” instructions issued by
the group said.

Tractors will not overtake the
cars in which farmer leaders will
travel, SKM said. There shall be
no overtaking during the march
and no music will be played in
tractors, itadded.

The group has also asked
farmers not to indulge in quar-
rels with police, ignore rumours
and verify information through
its Facebook page — Kisan Ekta
Morcha.

Police said more than 7,000
tractors from Tikri border, 5,000
from Singhu and 1,000 from
Ghazipur will join the rally. “More
tractors are coming in. We have
faith that our farmer brothers will
return to the borders peacefully,”

said Special CP Pathak.

One of the farmer organisa-
tions, BKU Ugrahan, however, said
itis not happy with the routes as-
signed. “The route plan from Tikri
border does not suit every organ-
isation... The suggested route says
the tractor march should move
from Tikri to Nangloi but we can-
not reach Nangloi as pandals of
other organisations come in our
way... We will be meeting police
authorities of Delhi, UP and
Haryana on Monday at 8.30 am,”
said Shingara Singh, vice-presi-
dent of BKU Ugrahan.

Police flag Pak
Twitter handles

Police claimed 308 Pakistan-
based Twitter handles are trying
todisrupt the tractor march. “We
received inputs about these han-
dles between January 13 and 18.
They were made by Pakistan-
based terror outfits to create dis-
turbance during the rally,” said
Special CP Pathak.

On Sunday, Delhi Police
Commissioner S N Shrivastava
directed police personnel and
outside forces like ITBP and
CRPF who will be deployed for
the Republic Day parade to also
maintain security for the trac-
tor march.

In an order, the CP said per-
sonnel will be required to be on
duty “immediately after R-day
celebrations are over” and “re-
main in a position to move at
short notice for law and order
arrangement in connection with
kisan rally”.

VHP holds bike
rallies in capital for
Ram Mandir funds

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

THE VISHWA Hindu Parishad
(VHP) held bike rallies at 47 loca-
tions in the capital on Sunday
morning to spread awareness
about its donation drive for the
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya. VHP
spokesperson Mahendra Rawat
said this will be followed by a
‘prabhat pheri (morning proces-
sions)’ and bhajan programmes
before the drive starts on
February 1.Itends on February 27.

Holding saffron flags, volun-
teers of the VHP, Bajrang Dal and
BJP raised slogans of Jai Shri Ram,
with lorries playing devotional
songs accompanying them at
some places. They went around
areas such as Andheria Mod,
Trilokpuri, Mayur Vihar, Jangpura,
Paschim Vihar, Tagore Gardenand
Vishnu Garden. The rally started
at 10 am and lasted till afternoon

in some areas. It was followed by
a havan at several temples at
Nangloi and Rajendra Nagar, and
the opening of an office for fund
collection in Tilak Nagar.

Vice-president of VHP’s Delhi
unit Surender Gupta said the or-
ganisation has started contacting
RWAs, trade unions, temples, stu-
dents’ unions and other organisa-
tions,and willreach outto42 lakh
families through them. “Four-five
groups will go to every area with
40,000 karyakartas of different
Hindu organisations, who will be
part of the drive,” he said.

Rawat said 175 camp offices
are being opened across Delhi —
either at temples or small shops
— which will be the centre point
for fund collection. During the
drive, cadres will reach out to fam-
ilies to tell them about the planon
the structure of the temple and
how the money will be deposited
in the Sri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.

During the bike rally on Sunday. Prem Nath Pandey

Haryana SIC
raps govt for not
giving info in RT1

VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 24

THE HARYANA State
Information Commission has
rapped the state government for
"strenuously subverting infor-
mation under the RTI Act" in an
application filed by senior IAS of-
ficer Ashok Khemka, who
sought details of owners of 60 il-
legal farmhouses constructed in
the Aravalli region.

Inascathing order passed on
January 15, the State Information
Commission has "frowned"
upon the public authority and
called the denial of information
asa"shameless disregard for ac-
countability".

"If a senior bureaucrat like Sh.
Ashok Khemka is running from
pillar to post for an RTI reply, then
one can only guess what an ordi-
nary man must suffer when
searching for honest replies
through a clear and legitimate
route like the RTI Act — a tool for
systematic transparency provided
by the very government that goes
ontostrenuously subvertit,” State
Information Commissioner Arun
Sangwan had said in his order
dated December 8.

Continuing the hearing in the
same case on January 15, the SIC
observed, "The Commission
frowns upon this shameless dis-
regard for accountability and de-
liberate attempts to keep con-
ceal/misrepresent facts".

In its latest order, the
Commission also asked Haryana
government to conduct a survey
of the 60illegal farmhouses and
submit a report in a month.

"Haryana's State Information
Commission has asked principal
secretaries of Town and Country
Planning department, Forestand
Wildlife department to conducta
survey of the Aravalli area —
specifically the 60 farmhouses —
and furnish complete details of
illegal constructionin the area, so
that the public can access facts
about encroachers of the Aravalli
land under Section 4 and 5 of
Punjab Land Preservation Act,
1900, which has been con-
structed without taking change
of land use from Town and
Country Planning Department;
and to take action against these
farmhouses as per law. The
Commission also asked that the
entire exercise must be com-
pleted, preferably, in a month,”
the January 15 order reads.

The SPIOs-cum-District
Town Planners (Enforcement),
Faridabad and Gurgaon, have
also been directed to remain
physically present with the rel-
evantrecords on March 10, in the
Commission's Secretariat, failing
which penal action would be ini-
tiated against them.

The Commission observed
that the RTIapplication was filed
by Khemka on February 28,
2020, on the basis of a minister's
reply in the Vidhan Sabha
againsta question raised by MLA
Seema Trikha. The MLA had
sought information aboutillegal
farmhouses in Aravalli region
and what action the government
was taking, to which forest min-
ister Kanwar Pal had given a list
of 60 such farmhouses but
names of owners were not men-
tioned.

Max temp plunges
to 15°C, no respite
for next 4 days

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

DELHIWITNESSED a cold day on
Sunday as the maximum tem-
perature dropped to 15 degrees
Celsius, six degrees below nor-
mal for this time of the year, as
per the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

Scientists at IMD attributed
the dip to winds blowing from
the Western Himalayan region,
where snowfall occurred on
Saturday, and low clouds over
Delhi and across northwest India
during day time.

On Sunday, the Safdarjung
observatory, which is represen-
tative of the city, recorded a max-
imum temperature of 15 degrees
Celsius, lower than 20.4 degrees
Celsius on Saturday, while mini-
mum temperature was 8.8 de-
grees Celsius, higher than the 8
degrees Celsius the day before.

As per IMD criteria, a cold day
is when the minimum temper-
ature is 10 degrees Celsius or
lower, and the maximum tem-
perature is 4.5 degrees below
normal, which is 21.3 degrees
Celsius for this time of the year.

The city has witnessed two
cold days in December and one
in January so far.

Kuldeep Srivastava, head of
the IMD’s regional weather fore-
casting centre, said, “Over the
next 3-4 days, we can expect
both cold day and cold wave
conditions in the city... With the
passing of a Western

Near Akshardham Temple

Sunday. Abhinav Saha
THE WEEK AHEAD
Day Min [Max
Monday 6°C [17°C
Tuesday 5°C |18°C
Wednesday | 4°C (18°C
Thursday [4°C (18°C
Friday 5°C [18°C

Disturbance recently, which
caused snowfall and rainfall in
the mountains in north India,
cold winds are again blowing
from this region towards Delhi.
Inaddition to this, there is an up-
lifted fog or low cloud covering
the entire region from Punjab to
West Bengal.”

Meanwhile, the city’s air
quality is also forecast to deteri-
orate to the higher levels of 'very
poor’ category by Wednesday, as
per agencies.

Slum dwellers being rehabilitated to pay Rs 1.4 L per flat

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

SLUM DWELLERS identified to
be rehabilitated to housing soci-
eties will have to pay Rs 1.42 lakh
per flat, according to a plan
drawn up by the Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board
(DUSIB). In case of families
falling under the Scheduled
Caste (SC) category, a payment
of Rs 31,000 per flat will have to
be made, DUSIB member Bipin
Rai told The Indian Express.
Inthe first phase, Rai said the
government plans to shift up to
9,300 families by May. The gov-

ernment has readied 9,315 flats
built under the Jawaharlal Nehru
National Urban Renewal Mission
(JNNURM) for this purpose.
"General category beneficiar-
ies will have to pay Rs 1.42 lakh
per flat, which includes Rs 30,000
maintenance charges. In case of
Scheduled Caste beneficiaries,
the price of the flats has been
fixed at Rs 31,000, including
maintenance charges. We planto
complete the first phase of reha-
bilitation by May. The process
will start in March," Rai said.
Across Delhi, especially inits
outer areas, around 40,000 flats
built by various agencies, includ-
ing DUSIB, Delhi State Industrial

In case of families
falling under the
Scheduled Caste (SC)
category, a payment of
Rs 31,000 per flat will
have to be made, DUSIB
member Bipin Rai said

and Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd (DSIIDC), New

Delhi Municipal Council

(NDMC) and Delhi Development

Authority (DDA), have been ly-
ing unused and in a state of com-
plete disrepair for up to 12 years.

Of the 9,315 flats, the largest
chunk, 7,400, is at Bhalswa,
where seven clusters will be
shifted. Among the rest, 1,060
flats are at Sultanpuri and 855 at
Bawana. These are all 1-BHK flats
in multi storied apartments. A
top DUSIB official said CM
Arvind Kejriwal has directed that
slum dwellers be shifted to
Sultanpuri by April 31, while May
31isthe deadline for the remain-
ing ones.

This will mark the first major
round of rehabilitation since the
AAP took office in 2015. Among
the major poll promises made by
the AAP was that of in-situ or on
site rehabilitation of slum clus-

New Delhi

ters instead of forcing them to
shift to flats built in the city's pe-
ripheral areas, so they don't lose
their sources of livelihood.
However, the policy, called
Mukhyamantri Awas Yojana, al-
lows for relocation beyond the
5-km radius cap with prior ap-
proval of the DUSIB board.

Last September, DUSIB had
scrapped a decision to construct
3,780flats torelocate over 3,000
families residing in slums of
Jahangirpuri and Wazirpur near
their sources of livelihood.

DUSIB had pointed out "no
concrete plan of action for relo-
cation has been drawn" and a
large number of flats lie unused

inviting "unruly elements, van-
dalism and wear and tear".
However, the government later
announced its plan to construct
89,400 flats in three phases, out
of which 41,400 flats are to be
built at an estimated cost of Rs 8
lakh each by next year.

The Delhi government did
not implement the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana in the city.
In 2019, it had carried out a sur-
vey to ascertain the number of
slum dwellers. DUSIB estimates
that there are around 20 lakh
slum dwellers in the city, which
has nearly 675 jhuggi clusters,
over 300 of which are on land
owned by the DDA.
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IN THE CAPITAL
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Jan24 185 315 9 62,307 g
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RECOMMENDATIONS SENT TO MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS

Totackle unpaid fines, traffic police
suggests cancelling licence, registration

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

DELHITRAFFIC Police has recom-
mended to the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MORTH) to cancel driving li-
cence and registration of vehicle
owners if several challans are
pending against them. It has also
asked the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) to recover pending
e-challans from traffic offenders
when they try to renew their in-
surance. The move comes after
traffic police found that several vi-
olators were not paying challans.

Asenior police officer said this
is to ensure electronically issued
summons are complied with as
25,000 challans are being issued

Police said many offenders are not paying challans. Archive

by speed cameras every day but
60% of these remain unpaid.
Data from Traffic Police shows
that 82,17,692 notices were issued
by speed cameras, 18,03,293

challans by red light violation de-
tection cameras and 16,92,308 for
other violations in the last year.
However, the amount received in
fines last year was Rs

1,24,17,23,000 as compared toRs
94,08,03,900in 2019.

JCP (Traffic) Manish Kumar
Agrawal said, “We have written to
MORTH to restrict/block services
like licence, registration, permit,
pollution under control (PUC) cer-
tificate, etc. We have informed
them that licensing and registra-
tion of vehicles have been linked
to pending challans. If someone
goes tore-register their vehicle or
re-validate their driver’s licence,
and is found to have pending chal-
lans, services will be blocked un-
less they pay. We have also sug-
gested that IRDAI ask for a higher
premium from such defaulters.”

Traffic authorities also de-
cided to share details of pending
e-challans of registered vehicles
with insurance companies.
“Traffic Police has asked the min-
istry to create a legal framework

for insurance companies to take
into cognizance the challan his-
tory of the vehicle insured,” asen-
ior police officer said.

Meanwhile, data provided by
traffic police shows a decline in
traffic violations since the 2019
amendments to the Motor
Vehicle Act came into effect.

“Atotal of 2,51,547 challans
were issued for improper parking
in 2020 as compared to 9,34,699
challans the previous year. While
1,05,436 challans were issued for
one-way violation in 2020,
2,93,698 people were prosecuted
in 2019. Similarly, 91,257 people
were prosecuted for not wearing
helmets last year but 10,36,151
challans were issued in 2019.
86,342 challans issued for cross-
ingthe stoplinein the lastyearas
compared to 3,38,031 challans,”
an officer said.

SDMC to begin phase II of RFID toll plan from March

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

FROM MARCH, the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation has
planned to start phase II of the
radio-frequency identification
(RFID) system at 111 locations
from where 20% of vehicles en-
ter the capital. This is to ensure
automatic toll deduction and
end congestion and confusion at
toll booths.

In July 2019, 13 major toll
booths — through which 80% ve-
hicles pass through — were
equipped with RFID technology
to deduct toll and Environment
Compensation Charges auto-
matically from commercial ve-
hicles. The South MCD is the

nodal agency for collecting taxes
from vehicles entering the capi-
tal.

Of'the 111 points, 10 are tobe
equipped with boom barriers
and RFID infrastructure while
handheld devices will be made
available at the rest as they are
very small points. The 10 entry
points are Kundli-2, Loni Main,
New Seemapuri, Chander Nagar,
New Kondli, Noida Major, Pul
Prahladpur, Bajghera, Dhansa
and Jharoda.

The newly formed
Commission for Air Quality
Management has asked the
South MCD to complete the sec-
ond phase by January 31.
However, a senior South MCD of-
ficial said it could be delayed as
the proposal has been placed in

RFID systems will be set up
at 111 more locations. Archive

the house but is yet to be ap-
proved. The official said speedy
implementation of the projectis
very important as it was ob-
served that old polluting vehi-
cles were trying to sneakinto the

capital from non-RFID border
points.

Leader of house, South MCD,
Narendra Chawla said the pro-
posal has been sent back due to
issues with the budget, which is
Rs 36 crore. “We have limited
money as our finances have
been hit. So we have asked the
toll department to decrease the
budget and bring a fresh pro-
posal, which we would most
likely pass in the next meeting.”

Members of the erstwhile
Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority Sunita Narain and
Bhure Lal had said expansion of
the RFID system was a key proj-
ect thatneeds to be expedited. If
implemented well, it will help
reduce pollution in the capital.

EXPLAINED

Thetech
®__

Radio-frequency identifi-
cation technology is used
to collect money auto-
matically without halting
vehicles. Around 6 lakh
vehicles enter the capital
every day. Public help
booths have been set up
near toll plazas, from
where drivers can collect
RFID tags. The device will
be installed on wind-
shields of vehicles. Each
time a vehicle enters the
capital, money will be de-
ducted automatically.

No official order in place, parents
and schools uncertain about fees

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

LACK OF fresh directives from the
Delhi government on fee collec-
tion after schools re-opened for
classes X and XII students last
week has left parents and schools
uncertain. While many schools
said they will wait for a govern-
ment order in this regard, parents
of students in some schools
claimed to have received mes-
sages seeking extra payment.

On Saturday, parents of chil-
dren studying in a school in
Pitampura received messages
from school authorities for pay-
ment of fees accumulated over
the last 10 months. “...since
school had reopened from
January 18, 2021, we would re-
quest parents to cooperate by
depositing... the above men-
tioned charges (annual and de-
velopment charges) for 2020-
2021 in three... installments
amounting to INR 6,600 payable
inJanuary, February and March
2021,” the message read.

“..we have to take responsi-
bility for our staff. Since the be-
ginning of the lockdown, we
have had to lay off 20 drivers, 15
allied staff and some teachers

After SDMC,
North body nod

for food trucks

New Delhi: After the South MCD
gave its nod to food trucks, the
North body has also passed a
similar proposal in its budget. A
senior official of North MCD said
that the exact details are yet to
be chalked out but people earn-
ing less than Rs 25,000 income
would be allowed to operate
food trucks. The budget also pro-
posed revenue generation ven-
tures, like ATMs and LED ads at
6,1000 parks under it. ENS

because we have not been able
to pay them salaries,” said the
head of school.

Schools have been ordered to
charge only tuition fees since April
2020. This order was extended
saying, “Unlocking stage is still go-
ingoninaphased manner, hence,
complete lockdown is yet to be
overand schools are yet tobe open
for physical classroom learning.”

Delhi government education
officials did not respond to
queries on whether any direc-
tives will be issued soon.

SKBhattacharya, president of
the Action Committee Unaided
Recognised Private Schools, said
schools under it would continue
to wait for fresh directives or an
intervention by Delhi High Court.
“Reopening is only in a limited
fashion for classes X and XII. The
matter of fee collection is still in
court as we had challenged the
government's last order... There’s
nodoubt that schools are in grave
financial trouble, but at same
time we cannot do anything be-
cause that would be a violation of
the government order,” he said.

Meanwhile, parents of stu-
dents of various Delhi Public
School branches have also filed
anintervention appeal in the HC
inresponse to the petition by pri-

vate school societies and associ-
ations. They have requested the
court todirect DPS Society to not
charge annual charges and to
dismiss their writ petition.
Parents have been complain-
ing of schools charging under
heads other than tuition fees —
such as operational charges, de-
velopment fund and mainte-
nance fees — since last August.
After complaints by parents,
the Directorate of Education had
invited the manager or head of
school of DPS MathuraRoad fora
meeting in September. Itissued a
notice to the school after “neither
principal nor manager or any
other representative from the
school attended the meeting”.
School principal Deeksha
Khera said she would not com-
ment on the fee collection “asthe
matter is being resolved in court”.
“Until the court says otherwise,
we may continue with our collec-
tion. Everyone is waiting for the
court's final directives,” she said.
Renuka Tyagi, one of the peti-
tioners, said reopening of schools
has made their plea more urgent:
"There is a concern that schools
opening for classes X and XII will
be used as a justification to col-
lect annual and other charges
from students of all classes."

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT
OF PERSONS WITH

1S0 9001 \
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES ( DIVYANGJAN )

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
(Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India)
An 1SO 9001: 2015 Institution

atthis institute.

Manovikas Nagar, Secunderabad - 500 009, Telangana.
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War Memorial at 09.00 AM.

(A)

(B)
Marg - Red Fort.

Shanti « Sewa « Nyaya

There would be elaborate traffic arrangements and restrictions in place for smooth
conduct of the Parade and Tableaux along the respective routes.

ROUTE OF THE PARADE/TABLEAUX :-

Parade Route:- Vijay Chowk - Rajpath - Amar Jawan Jyoti - India Gate - R/A @3)
Princess Palace-T/L Tilak Marg Radial Road - Turn right on “C” Hexagon -
Turn left and enter National Stadium from Gate No. 1.

Tableaux Route :- Vijay Chowk - Rajpath - Amar Jawan Jyoti - India Gate - R/A
Princess Palace-T/L Tilak Marg - Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg - Netaji Subhash

TRAFFIC ADVISORY

Republic Day Celebrations on 26

Republic Day will be held on 26th January, 2021. The Parade will start at 9.50 AM from RRIEV:\ga{eAz{3=y z{[ean(e] ]
Vijay Chowk and proceed to National Stadium, whereas Tableaux will start from Vijay

X . . . In order to facilitate smooth passage of the Parade, movement of traffic on certain roads
Chowk and proceed to Red Fort Ground. There will be wreath laying function at National i P g v : :

leading to the route of the Parade and Tableaux will be restricted as under:-

(1) No traffic will be allowed on Vijay Chowk from 06.00 PM on 25.01.2021 till Parade
is over. Rajpath is already out of bounds.

(2) No cross traffic on Rajpath intersections from 11.00 PM on 25.01.2021 at Rafi

Marg, Janpath, Man Singh Road till Parade is over.

th

— ey

Road users are requested to plan their journey in advance (ll)
accordingly and avoid the route of Parade and Tableaux,
from 0400 hours to 1230 hours, for their own convenience.

SUGGESTED ROUTES

If the journey is unavoidable, the road users are advised to
take following routes:-

January, 2021

NORTH-SOUTH CORRIDOR

‘C’-Hexagon-India Gate will be closed for traffic from 05.00 AM on 26.01.2021 till

Tableaux crosses Tilak Marg.

(4) From 04.00 AM on 26.01.2021 Traffic on Tilak Marg, BSZ Marg and Subhash Marg
will not be allowed in both carriageways. Cross traffic will only be allowed o
depending upon the movement of the Tableaux .. - AlIMS Chowk — Ring Road — Dhaula Kuan - Vande

Matram Marg - Shankar Road — Sheikh Mujibur given:-

‘SRI AUROBINDO

1

RING ROAD

DP/9267/2021

Ministry of Defence, Government of India has also
developed QR code giving details about Republic Day o
Parade. Name of the application is ‘REPUBLIC DAY

INDIA' and is available on Google Play Store.

sl o
3
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BE A TRAFFIC SENTINEL Download App from| & =i = B

24 HOURS TRAFFIC HELPLINE 011-25844444/1095

Flyover —Rajghat - Ring Road

Rahman Road or Mandir Marg.
EAST-WEST CORRIDOR

. Ring Road — Bhairon Road — Mathura Road — Lodhi
Road —Aurobindo Marg —AlIMS Flyover — Ring Road —
Dhaula Kuan —Vande Matram Marg - OR

. Ring road —ISBT — Chandgi Ram Akhara — Mall Road —
Azad Pur-Ring Road.

FORNEW DELHI RAILWAY STATION

© From South Delhi:- Dhaula Kuan - Vande Matram [RRS=Tar 94

Marg - Panchkuian Road -Outer Circle Connaught
Place - Chelmsford Road for Paharganj side or Minto
Road- Bhavbhuti Marg for Ajmeri Gate side.

. From East Delhi:- Boulevard Road via ISBT Bridge -
Rani Jhansi Flyover - R/A Jhandewalan — D.B. Gupta
Road- Sheela Cinema Road - Paharganj Bridge and
reach New Delhi Rly Station.

FOR OLD DELHI RAILWAY STATION

. From South Delhi:- Ring Road - Ashram Chowk -
Sarai Kale Khan - Ring Road - Rajghat - Ring Road -
Chowk Yamuna Bazar - S.P. Mukherjee Marg - Chhatta
Rail - Kauria Bridge and reach Old Delhi Rly. Station.

. Though there will be no restriction for people from
North Delhi going towards New Delhi Railway Station
or Old Delhi Railway Station, yet it is advised that they
plan their journey in advance and take sufficient extra
time to reach their destination to avoid possible delay.

BUS TERMINATING POINTS

Movement of the City Bus Services will be curtailed at the
following points;-

1. Shivaji Stadium 2.

ROl
pust 3. R/AKamla Market. 4. Delhi Sachivalaya
(IGI Stadium)
5.  Pragati Maidan 6. Hanuman Mandir .
(Bhairon Road) (Yamuna Bazar)
7  Mori Gate 8. ISBT Kashmiri Gate
INTER STATE BUSES:

(I) Buses from Ghaziabad bound for Shivaji Stadium shall
take NH-9 (NH-24), Ring Road and terminate at
Bhairon Road.

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL : 112

ISBT Sarai Kale Khan

(i

Bridge.

Name of Metro Station

Kendriya Sachivalaya

Buses coming from NH-9 (NH-24) shall take right turn
on Road No. 56 and terminate at ISBT Anand Vihar.

Buses coming from Ghaziabad side will be diverted at
Mohan Nagar towards Bhopra Chungi for Wazirabad

(IV) All Inter State buses coming from Dhaula Kuan side
shall terminate at Dhaula Kuan.

METRO SERVICES

*  Ring Road —Ashram Chowk — Sarai Kale Khan - I.P. - \etro Rail Service shall remain available for commuters at
all Metro Stations during the Republic Day Parade on 26th

From Madarsa - Lodhi Road ‘T’ point - Aurobindo Marg  Jan., 2021. However, Boarding/De-boarding at the below
mentioned station will not be permitted as per schedule

Udyog Bhawan

Boarding/De-boarding
not allowed

From 5.00 AM till 1200
Noon on 26.01.2021.

Lok Kalyan Marg
(Race Course)

Patel Chowk

ITO

From 8.45 AM to 1200 Noon
on 26.01.2021

(EXCLUDED).

policeman on duty.

. Flying of sub conventional aerial platforms like para-
gliders, para motors, hang gliders, UAVs, UASs,
microlight aircrafts, remotely piloted aircrafts, hot air
balloons, small size powered aircrafts, quadcopters or
para jumping from aircraft etc. are prohibited over the
jurisdiction of National Capital Territory of Delhi from
20.01.2021 upto 15.02.2021 (both are inclusive).

General public and motorists are advised to keep
patience, observe traffic rules & road discipline and
follow directions of traffic personnel deployed at all
intersections and remain updated through Traffic Police
Facebook page, Twitter handle and Traffic Police
Helpline. People are requested to plan their journey in
advance and keep sufficient time in hand to avoid

inconvenience.

No TSR and Taxi will be allowed to enter or ply after 0700
hours on 26.01.2021 in the Area bound by:-

MOTHER TERESA CRESCENT — BABA KHARAK SINGH
MARG - ASHOKA ROAD UPTO R/A PATEL CHOWK -
SANSAD MARG UPTO TOLSTOY MARG UPTO -
TOLSTOY MARG UPTO KASTURBA GANDHI MARG -
KASTURBA GANDHI MARG UPTO FEROZESHAH ROAD
— FEROZESHAH ROAD UPTO R/A MANDI HOUSE -
BHAGWAN DASS ROAD - MATHURA ROAD -
SUBRAMANIAM BHARTI MARG — HUMAYUN ROAD -
A.P.J ABDUL KALAM MARG - KAMAL ATA TURK MARG
- KAUTILYA MARG AND SARDAR PATEL ROAD

INSTRUCTIONS TO GENERAL PUBLIC

In case any unidentified object or suspicious person is
seen, information must be conveyed to the nearest

TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL : 1090

New Delhi



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JANUARY 25,2021

G()VT & POLITICS

NEW RESPONSIBILITY

THE CONGRESS unit in Kerala, many leaders of which have
been critical of party MP Shashi Tharoor in the past, seems to
have warmed up to him as it gears up for a tough Assembly
poll fight. The Oommen Chandy-led election management
and strategy committee inits first meeting entrusted Tharoor
—also amember of the panel — to consult people and collect
inputs for the manifesto. Quickly came in appreciation from
coalition partners too. [UML MP E T Mohammed Basheer
lauded the decision, saying Tharoor had an acceptability inall
sections of society, including youth, and this would help him
get good feedback for the manifesto.

PARADE PARTY

FOR THE first time, a 122-member contingent of Bangladesh
Armed Forces will participate in the Republic Day parade. The
majority of soldiers in this contingent hail from the most dis-
tinguished units of the Bangladesh Army comprising 1,2, 3,4,
8,9,10& 11 East Bengal Regiment and 1,2 and 3 Field Artillery
Regiment. These units have the distinct honour of fighting
and winning the 1971 Liberation War. This year, Bangladesh
celebrates 50 years of its independence.

THE CHIEF QUESTION

WILLCONGRESS have a non-Gandhi as party president in June?
Thereis speculationin the party after CWC decided to defer elec-
tion of the party president till June. The new president will have
aterm till December 2021 since the party has to hold organisa-
tional elections in the second half of 2021. Rahul Gandhi was
elected Congress presidentin 2017 with a five-year term. So the
new president will be for the remaining term. Many leaders be-
lieve the party could appointa non-Gandhi-as desired by Rahul
when he stepped down in 2019 - for the remaining part of the
term. That way, one senior leader said, the party can honour
Rahul’s wish and it will also get the flavour of a non-Gandhi as
president. And in organisational elections at the end of 2021,
Rahul can return as full-fledged president, the leader said.

Electronic
version of
voter card to be
launched today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

LAW MINISTER Ravi Shankar
Prasad willon Monday launch the
electronic version of the voter
identity card, which can be
downloaded on a mobile phone
or a personal computer.

The e-elector photo identity
card is non-editable digital ver-
sion of the elector photo identity
card and it can be saved in facili-
ties such as digital locker and can
be printed in the PDF format,
Election Commission officials
said.

"Union minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad will launch the e-EPIC pro-
gramme and distribute e-EPICs
and Elector Photo Identity Cards
tofive new voters,” aCommission
statement said on Sunday. The
physical card takes time to print
and reach the voter, and the idea
is to provide faster delivery and
easy accessibility to the docu-
ment, the statement said.

AMIT SHAH IN ASSAM

Home Minister Amit Shah being presented with a ‘japi’ at a rally in Nalbari district on Sunday. P11

‘Cong-AIUDF will open
gates toinfiltrators’

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 24

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah
Sunday said the Congress-AIUDF
alliance in Assam would only
open the gates to “infiltrators” in
order to secure a vote bank, and
argued that it was only the
Narendra Modi-led BJP govern-
ment that can ensure a “corrup-
tion-free, foreigner-free and ter-
rorism-free” Assam.

Shah on Sunday addressed
two events in the poll-bound
state—one, a government func-
tion in Kokrajhar in Bodoland
Territorial Region to commemo-
rate one year of the signing of the
Bodo Accord, and the other, BJP's
‘Vijay Sankalp Samaroh’ in
Nalbari.“Those who have beenin
power here for years and talk
about Assamese culture, [ want to
ask them, what have you done for
Assamese culture? You have done
nothing apart from garnering
votes,” said Shah.

“Do you want to make Assam
free of infiltrators or not? Congress
and Badruddin Ajmal cannot pro-
tect Assam frominfiltrators. Their

alliance will open all doors for in-
filtrators and allow infiltrators to
come into Assam because that is
their vote bank. If anyone can stop
infiltrators, it is only and only the
Narendra Modi-led BJP govern-
ment,” Shah said. He spoke on
how the Modi government has re-
pealed Article 370 in Jammu &
Kashmir and started building the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

Ajmal, the MP and perfume
baron, leads the AIUDF, a party
thatenjoys alarge supportbasein
the state’s Bengali-origin Muslim
community. The Congressand the
AIUDF, together with three Left
parties and a regional party, have
announced a grand alliance
against the BJPin the forthcoming
polls, expected in April.

At both events, Shah spoke
about divides and conflicts in
Assam. “When the Congress ruled
Assam, they have only made peo-
ple fight against one
another...They follow the British
policy of divide and rule...The
Congress stained Assam with
blood. The blood of Assamese
youth has just bled,” Shah said in
Nalbari.

He continued: “The Congress

shot bullet at Assam’s youth.
Those who are doing ‘andolan’
(protests) today, are helping the
Congress by cutting into the BJP's
votes. People of Assam should
identify those whoare helping the
Congressin disguise —they donot
have Assam’s benefit in their
minds. They want to help
Congress win.”

“Assamese and non-
Assamese; Bodo and non-
Bodo...we need to identify those
who are causing these conflicts.
They are not doing it for our de-
velopment but to score political
points. Time has come for people
of Assam to teach such people a
lesson,” Shah said in Kokrajhar.

Shah’s reference underlines
Assam’s long history of violent ag-
itations, insurgency and also,
more recently, the genesis of two
new parties — the Assam Jatiya
Parishad (AJP) and the Raijor Dal
— from the massive anti-CAA
protests in 2019. The two parties
are in talks about an alliance for
the coming elections.

InKokrajhar, Shah said that the
decades of violence were over
now, and the “era of peace” has
begun.

EPS says Stalin
remembering
deity because of
Assembly polls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, JANURAY 24

ADAY after DMK chief M K Stalin
was seen carrying a Vel, the spear
associated with the Hindu deity
Lord Muruga, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami
Sunday accused him of deception
and said he remembered the di-
vine symbol only because polls
were around the corner.

“People who used to talkill
about gods are now taking Vel in
their hand,” he said at arally in
Coimbatore on Sunday—a dig at
Stalin's atheism and DMK's ratio-
nalist founding principles. This
was a theme he repeatedly
touched on during the day at
other roadshows and public
meetings in rural areas.

Aggresively going after his ri-
val, Palaniswami said: “They can
recognise Vel only during the poll
season. He wasn'table to see God
or Vel earlier.”

During his rallies near
Thiruttani in northern Tamil Nadu
on Saturday,a place knownas one
of the six abodes of Lord Muruga,
Stalin was welcomed by a silver
Vel by his party men.

Atanother place, Palaniswami
picked up the Vel issue again.
“Stalin has taken a new avatar
with the Vel. Remember, your
drama ahead of the polls is being
closely watched by God. Waitand
see, hewillalsodoadramatogive
you a fitting reply in the election
results,” he said.

The Chief Minister called Stalin
an “actor”. “Story, screenplay and
direction of Stalin’s dramais han-
dled by Prashant Kishor. And
Stalin is the actor. See, he has
started acting already. He is play-
ing this drama now because his
Grama Sabha programmes failed
to gain momentum,” he said.

Palaniswami said electing
DMK back to power would mean
bringing back chaos. “Land grab-
bing... Load shedding.. Doyoure-
allywish for that?” he asked aloud,
pausing until he heard aloud ‘No’
from the crowd—a style remnis-
cent of the late Jayalalithaa.

Identity politics, spiritual leadership: Furfura

Sharif clerlc S party modelled on IUML

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

BEFORE HE launched the Indian
Secular Front (ISF), Pirzada
Abbas Siddiqui, the 34-year-old
cleric of Furfura Sharif in West
Bengal, visited Kerala and closely
monitored the activities of
Indian Union Muslim League
(IUML), led by the spiritual
leader of Muslims in Kerala.

Inspired by the way the
Panakkad Thangal family wields
political and social influence in
Kerala politics and among the
Muslims in the state, Siddiqui
tried to be part of the IUML,
which has units in most of the
states in the country.

However, IUML refused to
join hands with Siddiqui or let
him form a political outfit that
could work as a coalition.

“The clericand his associates
had visited Kerala during the
floods in 2018 after collecting
money for relief work. They had
seen how the Thangals, spiritual

Pirzada of Furfura Sharif
Abbas Siddiqui at the
political party launch. File

leaders, led the political and so-
cial activities of a party. He was
impressed by how the party
keeps the community moderate
and away from fundamentalist
groups,” said Sabir Ghaffar, the
former national president of
[UMLyouth wing who had tried
to convince the [IUMLleadership
to join hands with Siddiqui.

He added that Siddiqui had
several interactions with
Panakkad Sadiq Ali Shihab
Thangal, the number two in

Bid to
consolidate
@® Muslimvote

EXPLAINED

THEISF, along with
AIMIM, will be looking to
consolidate Muslim votes
in the upcoming West
Bengal Assembly elec-
tions. The party has al-
ready announced that itis
open to tie-ups with non-
BJP parties to keep the BJP
out of power. If it manages
to get a significant num-
ber of seats, it may also
leverage its tally to forge
analliance with TMC.

the [UML.

Ghaffar resigned from his
post in [IUML Saturday to work
with ISE

He has played a key role in
the formation of ISFand its deci-
sion to contest the West Bengal
elections along with the

Asaduddin Owaisi-led AIMIM.

IUML president Panakkad
Syed Hyderali Shihab Thangal
has inherited the spiritual lead-
ership of the community from
his father P M S Pookoya
Thangal, said to be the 39th de-
scendant of Prophet
Muhammad. Everyday, hun-
dreds visit the family’s ancestral
home, Kodappanakkal Tharavad
in Panakkad, Malappuram, seek-
ing Thangal’s blessings and po-
litical intervention.

“The ISF will model identity
politics with a spiritual leader-
ship to transform the society into
a politically significant, devel-
oped, moderate, modern society.
West Bengal has 30 per cent
Muslims. If this support base
gets splitinto groups, the BJP will
form the government there. We
want to make the Muslim pop-
ulation a strong support base
that prevents the BJP,” Ghaffar
told The Indian Express.

The ISF will work with not
only the AIMIM but a number of
other social and political outfits

spread across the state, he said.
“In its efforts to stop the BJP, the
party is ready for any pre or post-
poll alliances with non-BJP par-
ties. But the TMC should apolo-
gise for neglecting the
community. In constituencies
where ISF does not have candi-
dates, it will back other candi-
dates against the BJP,” Ghaffar
said, countering the argument
that the new outfit would dent
the Muslim support base of the
TMC.

While launching his party,
Siddiqui said, “Years of Congress
rule, then that of CPM and then
Trinamool Congress in Bengal
did nothing for the Muslims or
the poor people.”

“Furfura Sharif is the second
most prominent Mazar in the
country after Ajmer Sharif. It has
followers in Assam, West Bengal,
Tripuraand even in Bangladesh.
And politics is not strange to the
family - it played a key role in the
formation of the Indian Muslim
League, but took political back-
stage for long,” Ghaffar said.

Mamata move to contest from Nandigram revives
her streetfighter image, will help TMC: Party leaders

DIPANKAR GHOSE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s announce-
ment to contest the Assembly
election from Nandigramwill help
the TMC campaign by bringing
back her streetfighter image and
by preventing the BJP from claim-
inga partin the Nandigram move-
ment, according to party leaders.
TMC leaders said the decision
has enthused the cadre, specifi-
cally in Medinipur where there
was some demoralisation after
former state minister Suvendu
Adhikari left for the BJP. The lead-
erssaid that after adecade in pow-
er, “itwas natural” for people tobe-
gintosee BanerjeeasaCM and not
a fighter for “people’s rights” she
once was, but the symbolism of

contesting from Nandigram wo-
uld be areminder of who she'is.
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray, Chief
Whip of TMC in Rajya Sabha said,
“Nandigram is a major sensitive
political incident of Mamata Ban-
erjee’slife. She wasone of the only
people in independent India who
wentona hunger strike for 26 da-
ys. The Centre and the Governor
appealed to her, but she was reluc-
tant because of the way the farm-
ers were attacked. She was the
lone voice for the farmers.”
“Ultimately, her stance was
vindicated when the people ral-
lied around her and even courts
gave judgements in favour of her
stance that noland of any individ-
ual can be taken by the govern-
ment without consent. And the
central government led by
Manmohan Singh had to amend
thearchaicLand Acquisition Act.”

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee in Nandigram. File

Referring to Adhikari, Ray said
“some people” were trying to cla-
im credit for Nandigram move-
ment. “If by defecting to BJP, some-
one claims that it was he who gave
birth to the movement, it is not
only far from truth, but alsomeans
thatBJPis trying to exploit the sit-
uation as if it was also part of the

Nandigram movement, which is
laughable. BJPwas nowherein the
people’s movement,” Ray said.
TMC strategists admitted
Adhikari’s departure was seen as
aproblem in areas in and around
Nandigram and Medinipur. “It is
foolish to say his leaving does not
mean anything. It is a political

move that needed to be coun-
tered. Evenif youlook at local me-
diasurveys, after he left, they said
at least twenty seats in and aro-
und Medinipur were going to BJP.
That has changed now. It is not
Suvendu versus nobody.Itis Suv-
endu versus Mamata in Nandi-
gram,” a senior TMC leader said.
“Now people are waiting to
see what he will do. Will he fight
from Nandigram, or will he cha-
nge the seat? The questions are
now with Adhikariand people are
watching,” the leader added.
Another leader said the cadre
in these districts are now waiting
and watching as opposed to jum-
ping the ship. “Many workers fr-
omany party gowhere they think
the party they are affiliated to will
win. Now they know TMCis going
nowhere,” another strategist said.
While Adhikari has promised

to quit politics if Banerjee is not
defeated in Nandigram, the BJP
leadership has said results of the
2019 Lok Sabha elections show
TMChas lost ground in Banerjee’s
home seat Bhawanipur and that
her decision to contest from
Nandigram is to save face.

Ray said Banerjee has “never
said” she would not fight from
Bhawanipur as well. Referring to
Narendra Modi contesting from
Vadodaraand Varanasi,and Rahul
Gandhi from Amethi and Waya-
nad, he said this was not new to
Bengal either. “Ajoy Mukherjee
contested in 1967 from Tamluk
and Arambagh. In Arambagh, Pra-
fullaChandra Sen, his predecessor
as CM was the Congress candidate
and helost. Whether itis wrongor
right will be decided by people.”

Chinese troops in
Indian territory:
Rahul targets PM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
TIRUPUR, JANUARY 24

CONTINUING TO target Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on his
second day of campaign in Tamil
Nadu, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday alleged
Chinese troops have occupied
Indian territory and the man with
“56-inch chest” cannoteven utter
the name of the neighbouring
country.

Addressing meetings hereand
in Erode district as part of three-
day campaign tour of Tamil Nadu
ahead of the Assembly elections,
he also repeated his charge that
Modi governed the country for
just five or six business people.

“For the first time, the Indian
people can see that Chinese troops
have occupied Indian territory. As
we speak today, thousands of
Chinese troops are occupying our
territory and the man with a 56-
inch chest cannot even say the
word China. That is the reality of

our country,” he said. The Chinese
understood that Modi was “weak
and destroyed the nation's econ-
omy and that is why they are in-
side our territory”, he alleged.

Without any doubt, he said, he
could tell the people that China
would have never had the “guts”
tostepinside Indian territory if the
economy, farmers and small and
medium enterprises had been
strong and if the “nonsensical
GST” and demonetisation had not
been implemented. The Prime
Minister has weakened the coun-
try because he does not work for
the people but only for his five or
six businessmen friends and
China has “come inside” because
of such a weakened position, he
claimed.

Taking forward his Tamil lan-
guage and culture pitch to connect
with the people and attack the BJP,
the Congress MP said he wanted
tobe the soldier of the Tamil peo-
pleinDelhiand reiterated thathe
would not allow the saffron party
to disregard Tamil culture.

Rahul Gandhi in front of a statue of former Chief Minister
MG Ramachandran in Erode district. P11

TMC says slogans
raised to heckle
Mamata, BJP claims
bid to appease ‘30%’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 24

THE WAR of words between the
BJP and Trinamool Congress over
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s refusal to
speak at the event to mark the
125th birth anniversary of Netaji
Subhas ChandraBose after Jai Shri
Ram slogans were raised contin-
ued on Sunday.

While Trinamool leaders have
alleged that BJP supporters raised
the slogans to humiliate and
heckle the Chief Minister, the BJP
has accused Banerjee of trying to
appease the minority population.

TMC MP and Banerjee’s
nephew Abhishek Banerjee on
Sunday said it was adeliberate at-
tempt by BJP not to let the Chief
Minister to speak in the event.

“Yesterday, the CM elected by
2.5 crore people in the state was
humiliated... appeal to people to
give a befitting reply to people
whoinsult Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose on his birth anniversary,”
Abhishek said while speakingata
public meeting in South 24
Parganas district.

On Saturday, Chief Minister
Banerjee, sharing a dais with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
Victoria Memorial, refused to
speak after a section of the audi-
ence raised ‘Jai Shri Ram’ slogans
when she was about to speak.

Banerjee had said, “Ifeel agov-
ernment programme should have
some dignity. This is a govern-
ment programme, not the pro-
gramme of a political party... |
thank the PM and the Culture
Ministry for organising the pro-
gramme in Kolkata. Butit doesn’t
behove you to humiliate a person
after extending an invitation.”

Condemning the incident,
TMC MP Mahua Moitra said,
“Never have [ been prouder to be
part of Mamatadi’s team. In an
ocean of monkeys she stands out

FULLREPORTON  as the lone lioness. Nation Needs
www.indianexpress.com  to Know: How come when Great
New Delhi | ]

Lord & Protector Shri Modi was
speaking at Netaji event none of
his fans hailed him with Jai Shri
Ram? How come the heckle cry
was only raised when CM
Mamatadi spoke?...”

Senior TMC leader and state
minister Firhad Hakim said, “BJP
has turned a government pro-
gramme into a joke. Will it look
good If Prime Minister Narendra
Modi comes to an event and we
engage insloganeering? Thisisan
insult to Lord Ram as well...”

Hitting back, BJP national gen-
eral secretary Kailash Vijayvargiya
said, “Jai Shri Ramslogan s raised
towelcome guests. When the PM
arrived (at the event), the slogan
was raised. The same was done
when Mamata Banerjee arrived.
What is there in this slogan that
Mamata Banerjee felt insulted?...
she has done it keeping a political
agendainmind.She hasdoneitto
appease 30 per cent [an apparent
reference to the Muslim commu-
nity] population,” he said.

State BJP president Dilip
Ghosh said, “Those who consider
Jai ShriRamaslang should refrain
from politics.. Mamata Banerjee
deserved this as she had sent peo-
ple tojail for chanting this slogan.
Of course we will do politics over
Netaji’s legacy. He was a political
leader so we will 100 per cent in-
dulge in politics over his name...”

Leader of Congress in Lok
Sabha Adhir Chowdhury said, “It
was done to insult Mamata
Banerjee. We feel insulted as sheis
the CM and a woman. We must
respect the dignity of her chair. I
am strongly protesting this.”

CPM leader Mohammad
Salim said, “It must be con-
demned. At the same time,
Mamata Banerjee has turned al-
most all her government pro-
grammes into political events. It
is a different matter who learnt
this from whom. We will hope she
will mend her ways.” Left Front
chairman Biman Bose, too, con-
demned the incident, saying it
was an insult to the state.
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UP FOUNDATION DAY
Adityanath govt
launches free
coaching, starts
new award

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 24

Dispel rumours, lies about
vaccination, PM teIIs youth

DIPANKAR GHOSE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

LAUNCHING THE three-day cele-
brations to mark the foundation
day of Uttar Pradesh, Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on Sunday an-
nounced anew award, UP Gaurav
Samman, which will recognise
“exceptional people” whose work
brings laurels to the state.

The award will be given to
people from several fields, includ-
ing technology, culture and sports,
and the Chief Secretary will head
its selection committee.

At the event at Awadh Shilp
Gramin Lucknow, the Chief Mini-
ster also announced launch of a
statewide free coaching facility for
students to help them prepare for
competitive exams like JEE, NEET
and UPSC. Abhyudaya Coaching
programme will begin from
Basant Panchami, the day goddess
of learning Saraswati is wor-
shipped, the CM said.

He said that despite playing a
leading role in the country’s cul-
ture and tradition, the state’s foun-
dation daywas not celebrated ear-
lierbecause “people at the helmof
affairs earlier” never thought of it.

“After BJP came to power, then
Governor Ram Naik said most
states celebrate their foundation
day, but not Uttar Pradesh. When
I moved the proposal in Cabinet,
itwasaccepted with open hearts.”

The Chief Minister said the law
and order situation in the state has
improved. “UP has been the focal
point of India’s Independence and
has led the country in every field.
For the past few years, it carried
animage of “Danga (riot) Pradesh
and Apradh (crime) Pradesh”. Ho-
wever, we have successfully shu-
nned thatimage by ensuring strict
law and order since 2017. UP has
become a model for law and ord-
er,employmentand investment.”

The Chief Minister praised pe-
opleofthe state for their “steely re-
solve” during the pandemic. “It
came as no surprise that Uttar
Pradesh received accolades from
foreign countries and WHO for
commendable work done in the
Covid management,” he said.

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
Sunday called on the youth toas-
sistin the country's Covid-19 vac-
cination programme by dis-
pelling “lies and rumours”
surrounding it.

Addressing cadets of the NCC
and NSS as well as artistes who
will take partin the Republic Day
parade, Prime Minister Modi also
called on youngsters to lead the
effort for a self-reliant India.

Exhorting the youthto helpin
the vaccination programme, he
said it was important that the
rightinformation about vaccines
be spread. “You have to give the
correct information about the
vaccine to the poorest of the poor,
and the common citizens. By
making the vaccine for coron-
avirus in India, India’s scientists
have fulfilled their responsibility.
Now, we must fulfill our respon-
sibility. We have to defeat every
instrument of lies and rumours
by the right information. We have
to remember that our republic is
strong because it is defined by our

PM Narendra Modi and Union Ministers Rajnath Singh, Arjun Munda, Kiren Rijiju and Renuka
Singh with artistes participating in the Republic Day parade at an ‘At Home’ event Sunday. P11

sense of duty,” he said.

On the Atmanirbhar Bharat
mission, Modi said: “We have be-
come slaves to foreign products”.

“The first responsibility of
making an Atmanirbhar Bharat
should start with us only.lam not
saying that if you have some for-
eignitem you go throw itaway to-
morrow.... But we do not even

know how these things have en-
tered, in one way have made us
slaves, mental slaves,” he said.
The Prime Minister said the
goal of a self-reliant India would
be met not only by words, but by
action, particularly from the youth.
Lauding the diversity of the
country on the eve of Republic
Day, he said: “India may have

NATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY OBSERVED IN UTTARAKHAND

Child rights panel takes cue from Nayak, makes 19-year-old CM for a day

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, JANUARY 24

ON SUNDAY, when all offices were
closed in Dehradun, police person-
neland government officials stood
outside room no. 120 on the first
floor of Uttarakhand Vidhan Sabha
building where 19-year old Srishti
Goswami was reviewing the work
of over a dozen departments.
After a detailed presentation
on crime records by DIG, Law and
Order, Nilesh Anand Bharney,
Goswamiasked himtoensure the
safety of women in public trans-
portand prohibition on the sale of
drugsina500-mradius of schools.
The student of Agriculture Sc-
ience was the symbolic Chief

Minister of Uttarakhand for aday.
The initiative was taken by Utta-
rakhand State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights to mark
the National Girl Child Day. Offi-
cials said they took the cue from
Bollywood movie Nayak in which
the protagonist, played by actor
Anil Kapoor, became CM for aday.

“Thatwas cinema...thisisreal.
You can guess the excitement. [
am thankful to CM (Trivendra
Singh Rawat) and the Commi-
ssion for providing me this golden
opportunity,” Goswami said after
her four-hour tenure. She added
thatif she getsa chance tobecome
“real CM"” for a day, she will work
on priority to address issues re-
lated to children.

During the review meeting,

many paths, but the destination
is the same—Ek Bharat, Sreshtha
Bharat.” He also referred to the
Prakash Parva of Guru Teg Baha-
dur and the anniversary of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose. “The 75
years of independence, the life of
Guru Teg Bahadur i, the valour of
Netaji, his courage, all of this is a
very big inspiration for us.”

Srishti Goswami reviewed work of over a dozen departments

Goswami asked officials to pre-
vent child abuse and ensure that
privacy of women is maintained
after natural disasters atany place.

Responding to the presenta-
tion on the country’s longest mo-
torable single-lane bridge, Dobra
Chanti bridge across Tehri lake,

Farmers reach Azad Maidan,
MVA leaders to address them

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 24

OVER 6,000 farmers from across
21 districtsinMaharashtraarrived
inMumbai Sunday evening to be-
gin their three-day sit-in at Azad
Maidanin solidarity with protest-
ing farmers at the Delhi border.
Senior leaders cutting across party
lines, including NCP chief Sharad
Pawar, will be addressing the
gathering on Monday. The farm-
ers have gathered under the ban-
ner of All India Kisan Sabha’s
(AIKS) Maharashtra unit.

The rallyis part of the call given
by Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM), whichis leading the Delhi
protests, tointensify the agitation.
More farmers are expected to join
the gathering on Monday.

While most farmers who
reached Mumbai are members of
AIKS, other organisations as well
as political parties, including the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) al-
liance, will also be a part of the
protest. Farmer organisations and
political parties will be present on
a single platform of Samyukta
Shetkari Kamgar Morcha.

The rally will be addressed by
Pawar at Azad Maidan and in the
afternoon, protesters will march

she asked officials to renovate di-
lapidated bridges across the state.
The recommendations she made
will be forwarded to the governm-
ent for consideration, officials said.

Earlier, when Leader of Oppo-
sition in Bal Vidhan Sabha, Asif
Hasan, remarked that there was
no engine in the “double engine”
government, Goswami responded
by listing decisions the state gov-
ernment has taken for the public.

Goswami  belongs to
Daulatpur village in Haridwar dis-
trict where her father runs a gro-
cery shop and her mother is an
Anganwadi worker. She was cho-
sen to be CM for a day as she was
elected Chief Minister for three
yearsinBal Vidhan Sabhain2018.

Higher Education Minister

Protesting farmers in Maharashtra walk down a 10-km
stretch of Kasara Ghat on their way to Mumbai. Express

to Raj Bhavan to meet the Gover-
nor and hand over a memoran-
dum against the new farm laws.
AIKS leaders said over 50,000
farmers are expected to take part
inMonday’s march. The agitation
will conclude on the RepublicDay
withaflag hoisting ceremony and
a pledge to make the struggle of
farmers and workers victorious.
“This march is being held to
support and expand the historic
farmers’ struggle in Delhi for the
repeal of the three farm laws and
foracentrallaw to guarantee are-
munerative MSP and procure-

Dhan Singh Rawat welcomed
Goswami on her arrival to the
Vidhan Sabha and also attended
the review meetingasarepresen-
tative of Chief Minister Rawat,
who was in Haridwar to inspect
arrangements for Kumbh Mela.
Usha Negi, chairperson of the
State Commission for Protection
of Child Rights, said the Chief
Minister approved the idea of
GoswamiasCM foradaytosenda
message of encouraging leader-
ship capability among girls on the
occasion of National Girl Child Day.
“Anil Kapoordid sucharolein
Nayak. So we thought Uttarak-
hand can present it in the form of
a‘nayika’ to send amessage of girl
empowerment by makinga child
who is already CM of Bal Vidhan

ment all over the country,” said
AIKS national president Dr Ashok
Dhawale. He said the delegation
also wanted the state government
toensure the effectiveimplemen-
tation of the Forest Rights Act.

Mumbai Police spokesperson
DCP Chaitanya S said elaborate
arrangements have been made
for farmers’ rally. “In addition to
the deployment of local police, ex-
trasupportinformof 100 officers,
500 constables has been provided.
Apart from this, nine platoons of
SRPF have been provided and
drones will also be used.”

Sabha the CM for a day. The re-
view meetings were aimed at de-
veloping administrative quality.”
The State Commission for
Protection of Child Rightsin 2014,
alongwithan NGO and asocial or-
ganisation, started Bal Vidhan
Sabhato help children understand
governance and democratic proc-
esses. Students apply to be selec-
ted aslegislators. After interviews,
the commission selects one legis-
lator from each of the 70 con-
stituencies and those selected
vote to elect a CM, ministers and
a Leader of Opposition from
among themselves for three years.
Meetings of Bal Vidhan Sabha are
held on issues related to children
and the recommendations are
sent to the state government.
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VK Sasikala

KARNATAKA
Sasikala stable,
says hospital

Bengaluru:  Expelled
AIADMK leader V K
Sasikala, who is serving
a jail term in a
corruption case and has
been hospitalised for
Covid-19, is stable,
according to the
hospital where she is
undergoing treatment.
The symptoms have
reduced and she is now
stable, authorities at
Victoria Hospital said
Sunday. Her sister-in-
law ] Ilavarasi, who is
also serving a prison
term in the corruption
case, has tested positive
for Covid-19 and
admitted to Victoria
Hospital. A bulletin
said: "Conscious, alert
and well oriented.
Stable and comfortable,
taking oral food
normally and walking
with support.” She had
complained of fever on
Wednesday, a week
before her release. PTI

BIHAR
Man held for
killing official

Patna: Ablock-level officer
who had gone missing
from his Patna home was
found dead on the out-
skirts of the state capital
with police arresting a
man for the alleged killing.
The body of Masaurhi
block agriculture officer
Ajay Kumar (45) was
found with injuries on the
head. A senior police offi-
cer said: “A trowel could
have been used for the
murder after he was ab-
ducted.” The police ar-
rested one Golu Kumar,
son of a seeds dealer, in
connection with the
killing. The officer had lent
Rs 6lakh to Golu, which he
was notreturning. ENS

JAMMU & KASHMIR
2 suffocateto
deathinvehicle

Jammu: Two people
were found dead inside
a mini-truck on Sunday
in Banihal along the
Jammu-Srinagar

Highway as they waited
for the blocked route to
reopen. Sources said
both appear to have
died of suffocation as

they had burnt coal in a
fire-pot to  keep
themselves warm

during the night. The
official word on the
cause of death is
awaited. Following

the incident, people,
including drivers,
pelted stones at
Railway Chowk in
Banihal, syaing the duo
died of cold because of
the administration. The
highway was reopened
later. ENS

GUJARAT
Starlings found
deadin Rajkot

Rajkot: Six  rosy
starlings were found
dead on the bank of the
Aji river in Rajkot on
Sunday, raising fears of
bird flu in the city. “We
have sent samples of
two of them to the
National Institute of
Virology and handed
over the remaining
carcasses to the forest
department,” said Dr
KU Khanpara, deputy
director of animal
husbandry, Rajkot. “It’s
difficult to comment on
the cause of death until
reports are in.” ENS

- Keralagovtto

refer rape cases
against Chandy,
others to CBI

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 24

MONTHS AHEAD of Assembly
pollsinKerala, the CPM-led state
government has decided to rec-
ommend to the CBI the rape
cases registered against Congress
leader Oommen Chandy and his
other party colleagues based on
complaints by awoman accused
in the 2013 solar scam.

The solar scam during the
tenure of the previous govern-
ment led by Chandy was one of
the key issues in the 2016
Assembly elections in which the
UDF was routed and the LDF
came to power.

The woman alleged she was
sexually exploited by Chandy,
AICC general secretary K C
Venugopal, Congress MPs Hibi
Eden and Adoor Prakash and for-
mer minister APAnil Kumar. Then
Congress leader AP Abdullakutty,
who later joined the BJP and be-
came its national vice-president,
is also an accused. Although the
woman had earlier complained
against Kerala Congress (M) leader
Jose K Mani, who recently joined
the LDF, no case has been regis-
tered against him.

The state Home Department
on Saturday issued a gazette no-
tification, saying the government
has decided to refer five cases,
registered in 2016,2018 and 2019,
to the CBL.

The judicial commission
which probed the solar scam
had recommended in 2017 that
a case for sexual abuse be regis-
tered against Chandy, Venugopal
and other Congress leaders. The
woman, in a letter to the com-
mission, had alleged that
Chandy and others sexually
abused her and allowed her so-
lar firm to make illegal gains
when Congress was in power.

Thereafter, the CPM govern-
mentordered registration of crim-

inal cases against Chandy and oth-
ers, but there waslittle progressin
the cases as the government got
adverse legal advice. Also, Chandy
moved the High Court, which
quashed the case againsthimand
restrained the media from debat-
ing contents of the letter.

The woman then filed new
complaints against the Congress
leaders and fresh cases were reg-
istered. Recently, she approached
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
seeking a CBI probe into the cases.

The woman told the media
that she did not see a political
motive behind handing over the
cases to CBL. “I had complained
against 14 persons, including Jose
K Mani. Now, six cases in which
FIR has been registered would be
handed over to CBI,” she said.

CPM state secretary A
Vijayaraghavan said the govern-
ment took a decision based on
the complainant’s demand for a
CBI probe. “The cases were
handed over to CBl as part of en-
suring natural justice to the com-
plainant,” he said.

Chandy, who has been ap-
pointed chairman of the Congress
election management and strat-
egy committee, said, “The LDF
came to power after staging mas-
sive agitations against the UDF
government on the solar scamis-
sue. What have they been doing
for the last five years? They did
not take any action on the com-
plaints. Let CBI probe the issue.”

Congress Chief Whip in Lok
Sabha, Kodikunnil Suresh, said
the state government’s decision
is a “ludicrous political drama”.

Union Minister and BJP leader
VMuraleedharan said Vijayan has
sensed defeat in the Assembly
elections. “Vijayan has been
against the CBI probe into FCRA vi-
olationsin the government hous-
ing scheme and twin murders of
Youth Congress leaders by CPM
cadres. The sudden love for CBI
shows the government’s double-
standard,” he said.

BEACH LANDING

Army personnel practise manoeuvres during the ‘AMPHEX-21’ exercise at Andaman and Nicobar Islands on Sunday. AN!

Nitish: Anti-social [JP+ AT'S arrests two Chinese
nationals for ‘financial fraud’

work being done
on social media

Patna: Two days after the eco-
nomicoffences unitand the cyber
crime wing of Bihar Police issued
acircular asking government de-
partments tobring toits notice the
use of objectionable language
against public servants, Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on
Sunday said “anti-social work was
being done on social media” and
that word on good work done by
his government was not “perco-
lating to people”.

Speaking at an event to mark
the birth anniversary former chief
minister Karpoori Thakur, Kumar
said: “Technology s to be used for
good, but it is being misused...
Anti-social workis being done on
social media. This is sending a
wrong message to the younger
generation,” said Nitish.

“They (youth) have to be told
about how things were in the.
What was the condition of roads,
electricity and water supply. They
also need to told what is being
done today,” Kumar added, with-
out making any reference to the
recent police circular. ENS

AMU to bury time capsule of

its 100-year history o

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 24

THE  ALIGARH  Muslim
University (AMU) will bury a
time capsule recording the evo-
lution of the varsity over the last
100 years of its existence on
Republic Day as part of its cente-
nary celebrations.

The capsule, which weighs
around 1.5 tonnes, will contain
documents showcasing the rich
history of the AMU.

“As part of the university's
centenary celebrations, we will
bury a time capsule on the cam-
pusonJanuary 26. The event will
be presided over by Vice-
Chancellor Tariq Mansoor. The
time capsule will contain docu-
ments showcasing the history of
the varsity and its journey over

Aligarh Muslim University

the past 100 years. It will also
have the biography of founder Sir
Syed Ahmed and his addresses.
It will also have texts of speeches
of prominent people from pre-
Independence era,” said AMU
spokesperson Rahat Abrar.
“Besides the details of all the
buildings on the campus, the
time capsule will also have copies
of convocation addresses of chief

n R-Day

guests from 1922 to 2018. The
documents about growth, devel-
opment and journey of the var-
sity will also be preserved in the
time capsule,” Abrar said.

The time capsule will be
buried in the park opposite the
Victoria Gate, which is the old-
est building in the university,
said the university official.

The papers which will be
kept in the capsule will be pre-
served by making them acid-
free and with addition of some
chemicals.

“We have taken all possible
precautions regarding the cap-
sule so it can be preserved for a
long time. The capsule has been
built with high tempered steel
and is around four feet deep. It
will be buried 30 feet deep into
the earth,” the spokesperson
added.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 24

THE UP Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) has arrested two Chinese
nationals, identified as Pochnli
Tengli alias Li Teng alias Alice and
XuXunfualias Julahi, in connec-
tion with financial fraud after
they allegedly bought SIM cards
with forged documents.

The two were held in Noida
on Saturday based on informa-
tion provided by 14 people who
had been arrested on January 17
in connection with a financial
scam.

Inastatement on Sunday, the
ATS said, “The ATS, Uttar Pradesh,
got information that a gang is
conspiring and is procuring SIM
cards on fake IDs and then are
opening online bank accounts.
They were exchanging money af-
terindulging in cheating through
the accounts. The money was be-
ing forwarded for use in criminal
activities. When the information
was verified and checked, it came

to the fore that some criminals
had opened bank accounts put-
ting in fake details in different
banks. These bank accounts were
receiving money from an
unidentified source which was
being drawn by different means.
With regard to this, the ATS had
onJanuary 17 made 14 arrests. A
red-corner notice and a blue-cor-
ner notice were issued against
the absconding Chinese accused,
who were arrested from Noida
on Saturday.”

The ATS said during prelimi-
nary questioning it came to light
that the Chinese used to procure
pre-activated SIM cards from
distributors and retailers after
those passed through several
people in Delhi.

“The pre-activated SIM cards
used to be made available to the
manager of a hotel owned by a
Chinese couple in Gurgaon. One
of them [the couple] used to stay
in China, and the accused were
connected to them through
WeChat,” read the statement.

The ATS added, “On direc-

tions of the owners of the hotel,
the OTP for WhatsApp registra-
tion was shared with the
Chinese nationals. The two ac-
cused do not know who was us-
ing the 150 activated WhatsApp
numbers and where they were
being used.”

An ATS officer said it was still
not clear where the WhatsApp,
for which OTPs were shared, ac-
counts were being used since the
messaging app is not used in
China. “China does not have
WhatsApp, and we are still try-
ing to unearth where the
WhatsApp was being used,” the
officer added.

The ATS said till date the two
accused had given 1,000 pre-ac-
tivated SIM cards to the hotel
owners. According to the squad,
Li Teng alias Alice’s business visa
expired in September 2020,
while Xu Xunfu'’s business visa
expired the month before that.

Anofficer said the two would
be presented in court and their
remand would be sought for
questioning.

Javadekar: People
of different faiths
for construction
of Ram temple

at Ayodhya

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

UNION MINISTER for
Information and Broadcasting
Prakash Javadekar on Sunday
said that people from different
faiths were in support of the
Ram temple at Ayodhya and that
the day that the Babri Masjid
was demolished was the day a
“historic blunder” had been
rectified.

Speaking at an event at the
Delhi BJP office to felicitate peo-
ple who have donated money for
the construction of the temple,
Javadekar said he was in
Ayodhya on December 6, 1992.

"When foreign invaders like
Babur came to India, why did
they choose Ram temple for
demolition...there are lakhs of
temple in the country. Because
they knew that the soul of the
country resides in Ram tem-
ple...," he said.

"The structure of the temple
was demolished. [t was not a
mosque, because it is not a
mosque if there is no worship. I
am a direct witness. [ used to
work in Yuva Morcha. On
December 6,1992, 1 was present
in Ayodhya. We were in the same
courtyard with millions of ser-
vants. On the second day the
whole world saw how a histori-
cal blunder was rectified,"” he
said.

BJPleaders in Delhi will start
a drive across the city starting
February 1 to collect funds for
the construction of the temple at
Ayodhya.

Javadekar said that people of
other faiths also support the con-
struction of the temple. "l am
happy that lord Ram is no longer
claimed by one religion and has
become a symbol of pride for the
entire country. Even people of
other religions favour construc-
tion of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya," he said.

The minister said the con-
struction of the temple has be-
gun and will be completed in
two years. Not only all Indians,
but crores of people from all over
the world will visit Ayodhya to
see the temple, he added.

Centre gives green light to underwater
study to determine Ram Setu origins

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

THE GOVERNMENT has ap-
proved an underwater research
project to ascertain the origins of
the Ram Setu — a 48-km-long
chain of shoals between India
and Sri Lanka.

Talking about the aim of the
exploration, Union Minister of
State for Tourism and Culture,
Prahlad Singh Patel, said, “The
world should get to know about
the Ram Setu through evidence
based on scientific research.”

Ram Setu, also known as
Adam’s Bridge or Nala Setu,
holds religious significance be-
cause of the Ramayana.

The central advisory board on
archaeology, which functions un-
der the Archaeological Survey of

India (ASI), has approved the pro-
posal for this underwater explo-
ration project. The study — to be
conducted by the Council for
Scientificand Industrial Research
(CSIR) and National Institute of
Oceanography (NIO) Goa — will
focus on the process behind Ram
Setu's formationand alsowhether
there are any submerged habita-
tions around the structure.

Patel said, “ASI has been asked
for permission by the NIO on two
counts — excavation to ascertain
the age of the structure,and toex-
plore the surrounding area. The
permission has been granted.”

Also, Ram Setu's age will be
ascertained through the study of
fossils and sedimentation to see
ifit correlates with the Ramayana
period, sources in the Ministry of
Culture told The Indian Express.
Keeping in view the upcoming

Assembly elections in Tamil
Nadu, sources say research is
likely to begin this year itself.

Init's proposal note, NIO said:
“The historicity and the date of
‘Ramayana’ remain a debatable
subject among historians, ar-
chaeologists and scientists. It is
proposed to carry out scientific
and underwater archaeological
studies to understand the nature
and formation of the Ram Setu
and its surrounding area.”

The agency’s research vessel
named Sindhu Sadhana will be
deployed to collect samples of
sediment from 35-40 metres be-
low the water level. Sindhu
Sadhanais an indigenous explo-
ration vessel which can stay un-
derwater for up to 45 days.

Ram Setu hasbeenatthe cen-
tre of debate since 2005 when the
UPA government proposed the

Sethusamudram Shipping Canal
Project, to build a shipping canal
to link the Arabian Sea with the
Bay of Bengal. For this, a channel
passing through the limestone
shoals of Ram Setu was to be
dredged in the Sethusamudram
sea, between Tamil Nadu and Sri
Lanka. However, the project was
opposed by environmental
groups as well as by the BJP as
they said that the project would
damage the Ram Setu.

At the time, AIADMK chief
Jayalalithaa had demanded from
the-then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh that Rama
Setu be declared a national mon-
ument, even as then DMK chief
M Karunanadhi had come down
heavily on “communal forces”
for using the “myth” of Ram
Sethu to stall the
Sethusamudram project.

Hit by pandemic, IFFI’s virtual-physical format is main show this year

KRISHN KAUSHIK
PANAJI,NEW DELHI,
JANUARY 24

THE PASTEL yellow and white,
colonial style building that
houses the Entertainment
Society of Goa (ESG)is onastreet
in Panaji that runs parallel to the
Mandovi river till it meets the
Arabian Sea. For the last ten days
or so, the street was lit up, with
lights dangling from electric
poles and trees all along it.

It seemed like an earnest at-
tempt to brighten the venue that
annually hosts the International
Film Festival of India (IFFI), be-
cause barring the lights, little else
suggested the festival is on.

The pall of the pandemic sat
heavy on this year's edition of
IFFI, which concluded on Sunday.
It was visible in the absence of
any large crowds near any of the
seven venues where the movies

were screened. To compare,
queues were longer outside the
entrances to the several offshore
casinos in Goa, just a few hun-
dred meters north on Mandovi.

Officials however, insisted
that crowds were present,
though virtually. Because of the
pandemic, the objective this year
wasn'’t to get the crowds, an offi-
cial said, but to ensure that “peo-
ple who matter”, like movie crit-
ics and students, among others
were present.

Itis the first time IFFl was con-
ducted in this hybrid fashion of
physical and virtual screenings.
Officials said nearly a 1000 peo-
ple across the country watched
movies online, and around 3500
registered themselves to be
physically present at one of the
seven screens near ESG, officials
who managed the festival said.

IFFI director Chaitanya Prasad
said the festival was “very metic-
ulously planned”.

Actor-director Biswajit Chatterjee gets the Indian
Personality of the Year Award at IFFI in Panaji.

@PIB-India

“The way Covid progressed,
our planning also took that into
account. If the cases were unfor-
tunately increasing at some
point of time, that was a time we
kept our work together. We also
kept options — if the festival is
stopped or postponed, what will
we do.” He added that once it

was decided to postpone the fes-
tival, they zeroed in on the dates
—January 16-24 — and stuck to
them.

According to Prasad, they or-
ganisers had decided on holding
virtual screenings even before the
postponement plan was finalised.
“When we invited applications

for cinema, we gave the option for
entries to be virtual only, physical
only, or both. At that point of time,
that was for November, we had
an overwhelming response for
virtual,” said Prasad.

Finally, a mixed, format was
selected. Prasad said around 85
movies premiered in the festival,
including some which were
“world premieres”.

Though the total registra-
tions were less than half those in
2019 — when around 10,000
people had registered — last
year's edition also marked it's
golden jubilee.

The number of entries how-
ever didn't take a very big hit this
year. A total of 224 movies from
across 60 countries hit the
screens this year, compared to
the 300in 2019.

Officials said thateven as the
pandemic disrupted lives
around the world, the participa-
tion of international films and

New Delhi

their crew is not disheartening.
At least 46 international direc-
tors, actors and actresses, whose
movies were screened at the fes-
tival managed to make it.

Several Indian filmmakers,
including Madhur Bhandarkar,
Rahul Rawail and Hariharan also
conducted virtual “master-
classes” on filmmaking.

“What we feel is that this hy-
brid versionis going to stay. Will
definitely happen in the next
edition, with more improve-
ment. This was a trial phase,
where hopefully, we have done
well.” Prasad said.

Speaking more about the
new format and it's challenges,
Prasad said, the experience of
screening films only online was
new, as “we have to be very care-
ful because the streaming
process, where the rights are
giventous”.

He explained that “there are
issues as far as streaming of films

virtually are concerned for world
premieres” as they are largely for
the “the Indian audience”.
Further, Prasad said if the movies
were intended for global audi-
ence, then the parameters would
be different. “Next time, we will
pitch for that,” he said. “Because
we were doing the first time here,
we had to be alittle cautious and
not overambitious. Our focus was
to reach out to people who mat-
ter in cinema — students, film
critics,among others.”

Though “there were no ticket
sales” and nobody can enter the
screening unless they had regis-
tered beforehand, but “people
who matter for cinema are here”,
Prasad reiterated.

For the new format, the or-
ganisers cut down the number
of screenings per day to 28.
Prasad added, “The quality of
cinema is no less this year.”
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‘Maoist’ leader
Kanchan
Nanavare dies
in Pune hospital
after long illness

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JANUARY 24

UP tops in disbursing vendor
loans; Bengal, Kerala lowest

SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

KANCHAN NANAWARE alias
Bhoomi (38), an alleged Maoist
operative who was arrested
along with her husband Arun
Bhelke alias Rajan by the state
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) in
September 2014, passed away at
Sassoon General Hospital in
Pune following a prolonged
heart ailment and related health
complications, police said.

Her lawyers had filed for a
bail application on medical
grounds in sessions court in
Pune in September last year,
which was rejected and her bail
plea in the Bombay High Court
was pending for disposal.

A senior police officer told
The Sunday Express that
Nanaware passed away at
Sassoon General Hospital around
4 pm on Sunday. At the time of
the couple's arrest from Pune in
2014, the ATS had recovered a
forged PAN card, an Aadhaar
card, a stock of medicines and
other items from them.

The couple was facing
charges under sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA).

Lodged in Yerawada Central
Prisonsince her arrest, Nanaware
had been suffering from cardiac
ailments since her college days.
Her lawyer, Advocate Rohan
Nahar, told The Indian Express,
“We have come to know that
Navaware has passed away to-
day. We had applied for her bail
on medical grounds in
September last year and had
moved the HC after it was re-
jected by the sessions court.”

EVEN AS several state govern-
ments and their local administra-
tions are pushing the
PMSVANidhi Yojana, the Centre's
micro-credit scheme for urban
street vendors, there are stark dif-
ferences in the pace of imple-
mentation of the scheme across
states.

While Uttar Pradesh has dis-
bursed over 3.5 lakh loans, and
Telangana and Madhya Pradesh
have given out over 2 lakh loans
each over the past seven months,
West Bengal, Assam, and Kerala
have disbursed only a small frac-

tion of those numbers.
The PM Street Vendors'
Atmanirbhar Nidhi

(PMSVANidhi)scheme, launched
in June 2020 amid the Covid-19
pandemic, provides street ven-
dors collateral-free loans of Rs
10,000 at concessional rates. All
vendors who have been vending
since March 24,2020, and have a
certificate of vending, can avail of
the loan.

UP tops the implementation
list, with banks in the state hav-
ing disbursed loans aggregating
toRs 3474 crore to 3.54lakh indi-
viduals as of January 20.

West Bengal sits at the bot-
tom of the list - a mere Rs 9 lakh
has been disbursed during this
period under the scheme to just
95 individuals across the state,
data on the PMSVANidhi website
show. The disbursal numbers in
West Bengal are lower than
states that are far smaller in area
and population, such as Tripura,
Mizoram, and Goa.

Kerala is among the worst
performers, the data show.Ithas

LOANS DISBURSED
AMOUNT (7CR)

M No of Loans disbursed

M Amount disbursed

Uttar 354152 3414
Pradesh

Telangana 2,39,525 2336
Madhya 228535 226.1
Pradesh

Uttarakhand 6,342 6.3
Kerala 6,144 6.1
J&K 5821 58
Assam 5,693 5.7
West 950 .09
Bengal

All-india 13,227,000 1311.0
total

As ofJan 20, 2021. Total of all
states and UTs, including
those not mentioned in chart.
Source: PMSVANidhi website

so far disbursed a total Rs 6.09
crore to 6,144 individuals, scor-
ing above only West Bengal and
Assam among the bigger states.

The best performing states af-
ter UP are Telangana (2,39,525
loans aggregating to Rs 233.6 cr)
and Madhya Pradesh (2,28,535
loans; Rs 226.7 crore).
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka,
and Andhra Pradesh have dis-
bursed over Rs 50 crore each un-
der the scheme.

According to bankers, urban
local bodies (ULBs) and town
vending committees are respon-
sible for identifying eligible bor-
rowers and issuing them certifi-
cates of vending, identity cards

and letters of recommendation
- the onus for making the
scheme successful, therefore, lies
with them.

If ULBs do not recommend
lists of beneficiaries to banks,
bank branches will not be able to
execute the scheme, a banker in
the private sector said. “So states
where ULBs are pushing the
scheme have seen more benefici-
aries and higher disbursements
from banks,” said the official,
who declined to be identified.

Asked about the extremely
low numbers in West Bengal, the
State Urban Development
Agency (SUDA), which plays a
key role in accepting applica-
tions, said it was on account of
delay in approval of the scheme
inthe state.

“The scheme was approved
by the state government six
months after it was launched,
and only after its approval in
January were applications spon-
sored,” a SUDA official said on
condition of anonymity.

The state Urban
Development and Municipal
Affairs Minister Firhad Hakim,
however, said there was nointer-
est in the scheme from street
vendors, who had already bene-
fitted from grants by the state
government.

“We gave Rs 2,000 directly to
street vendors, whereas the cen-
tral government is giving thema
loan. There was no delay from
our side,” Hakim said.

Another SUDA member said
that the weak numbers in West
Bengal reflect the tensions be-
tween Centre and the state.

“The state government for
obvious reasons didn't sponsor
the applications, and accordingly
the number of applications was

low.” However, the SUDA mem-
ber said, “The issue between the
Centre and the state has now
been resolved.”

Ashwin Kumar Jha, convener
of the State Level Bankers
Committee (SLBC) in West
Bengal, said the number of appli-
cations was now rising, and sanc-
tion and disbursement amounts
were expected to increase soon.
“There will be more sanctioned
applications, since bankers have
assured that applications will be
treated on priority,” Jha said.

On the low numbers in
Kerala, a senior SLBC official said
the union government aimed to
take the scheme to 1 lakh ven-
dors, but the state has only
24,000registered street vendors.

“There are a few factors for
the poor off-take under
PMSVANidhi. We are not getting
enough applications despite
good campaigning by banks. A
section of street vendors feels the
amount is too small for resuming
business. Many vendors are wait-
ing to resume business first, oth-
erwise they fear that they would
default on repayment,” the offi-
cial said.

Under the scheme, vendors
can avail a working capital loan
repayable in monthly instal-
ments in one year. While SBI
charges interestat 7.25 per cent,
the scheme offers an interest
subsidy of 7 per cent on
timely/early repayment of the
loan. However, despite the inter-
est subvention, many loan ac-
counts under the scheme have
turned NPAs.

INPUTS FROM SWEETY
KUMARI AND SHAJU PHILIP
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In the works, CSR-like policy for scientific community

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

THE MINISTRY of Science and
Technology has drafted a policy
onthe lines of the mandatory cor-
porate social responsibility model
for the country's scientific com-
munity, with a senior official say-
ing this was necessitated by sci-
entists’ “isolation” from societal
needs. The “Scientific Social
Responsibility” policy, under con-
sultation for a year now, hasbeen
finalised and will soon be sent to
the Union cabinet for approval.
As per the draft policy, every
“knowledge worker” has to de-
vote at least 10 person-days each
year to SSRactivity, which canin-
clude giving lectures in schools
and colleges, sharing infrastruc-

ture, conducting skill develop-
ment workshops, and coming
up with solutions to local envi-
ronmental or health issues.
Beneficiaries can include stu-
dents, school and college teach-
ers, local bodies, communities,
women’s groups, NGOs and
MSMEs, among others.

“While the knowledge worker
would be given wide latitude in
choosing the SSRactivity, it should
necessarily pertain to the trans-
mission of scientific knowledge to
society,” says the draft policy.

Prof Ashutosh Sharma,
Secretary at the Department of
Science and Technology, said:
“Theideais to create linkages be-
tween science and society. Our in-
stitutes have certain resources at
their disposal, both infrastructural
as well as knowledge-based, and

EXPLAINE

Budgetary support
forscience

THE SCIENCE, Technology and Innovations Policy, 2020 and
the new SSR draft policy have both emphasised the need for
“line ministries”—that is, central ministries that would ben-
efit from scientific innovations—as well as state governments,
to keep aside a portion of their budget for scientific innova-
tions. The SSR policy envisages that such a budget be used
for pro bono activities of scientists for various projects.

these resources can be used tode-
velop new direct interfaces with
society. While scientists may do
this already, it is arbitrary and
lacks structure. We want to insti-
tutionalise this exercise.”

Prof Sharma said scientists

have often “worked in silos” and
been “isolated from societal
needs”. “With increased expo-
sure to society, they will also gain
knowledge and the kind of re-
search and inventions that is re-
quired in the country right now.

This is something that has now
been borne out by the Covid-19
pandemic which has shown us
how a specific problem can ac-
tually provide animpetus to sci-
ence,” he added.

The policy envisages an SSR
monitoring system in each insti-
tution to assess institutional
projects and individual activity.
Institutes are also to publish their
SSR activity as part of their an-
nual reports. Individual SSR
work is to be given due weigh-
tage in “performance evaluation
of the knowledge worker, such
as the performance-based as-
sessment system the output of
university and college teachers”.

“Inthe near future, this mon-
itoring and grading can become
a part of the institution’s rank-
ing,” said Prof Sharma.

Negative Covid test,
registration: Centre
issues Kumbh SOPs

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, JANUARY 24

A NEGATIVE Covid-19 RT-PCR
test report, a medical certificate
and registration with
Uttarakhand government will be
mandatory for devotees wishing
to attend Kumbh Mela-2021 in
Haridwar, according to the
Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) issued by the Health
Ministry.

Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat on Sunday in-
spected the site of the event and
said arrangements will be made
according to the Centre's SOP.
Kumbh Mela-2021 is likely to be
held from February 27 to April
30.An estimated 10 lakh people
will attend the mela on aregular
day and about 50 lakh people are
expected to attend on special
days including Magh Purnima
on February 27, Mahashivratri on
March 11, Somvati Amavasya on
April 12, Baisakhi on April 14,
Ram Navmi on April 21 and
Chaitra Purnima on April 27.

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment will have to convey to all
states that only those possessing
negative RT-PCR test reports with
a test date 72 hours prior to the

date of visit shall only be allowed
to enter the Kumbh Mela site.

According to the Centre's SOP,
healthcare and other frontline
workers will be vaccinated on
priority in the nationwide drive
and that only those workers who
have been vaccinated will be de-
ployed on duties at the event.

The state government will
follow the same regimen of reg-
istration of devotees as the one
being used for Amarnath Yatra.
All devotees will have to register
with the state government and
obtain a compulsory medical
certificate in their state.
Vulnerable populations — those
above 65 years og age, pregnant
women, children below 10 years
of age, those with underlying co-
morbid conditions — shall be
discouraged to attend the
Kumbh Mela.

Use of face covers or masks
will be mandatory.

The Incident Command
System (ICS) for the Mela will
have a special task force that will
respond to all matters related to
Covid-19 management. The
Centre's SOP adds that events
such as exhibitions, and prayer
meetings within the mela site
should be restricted or regulated
as far as feasible.

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

NUMBER OF
VACCINATIONS
(JAN 24)

31,466

Total:15,68,656

NUMBER OF ADVERSE
EVENTS AFTER
IMMUNIZATION
10
0 Total: 1,653
3é8 CASES: ACTIVE CASES: 184,408
XU TESTS: 19,17,66,871 | RECOVERIES: 1,03,16,786
~ CASES ‘ DEATHS ‘ RECOVERIES | TESTS
JANZ3 14849 | 155 15,948 781,752
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM CASES
CASES (JAN23) TOTAL
Kerala 6,960 884,243
Maharashtra 2,697 2,006,354
Karnataka 902 935,478
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUMDEATHS
DEATHS (JAN 23) TOTAL
Maharashtra 59 51,963
Kerala 23 3,635
Delhi 10 10,799

Dataas on January 23, released by Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Indian Council of Medical
Researchand state governments. Often the numbers released every day contain data from previous days
as well. As such, trends based on daily numbers are only indicative and not definitive

Andhra: ASHA
worker’s death
after vaccination
sparks protests

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
AMARAVATI, JANUARY 24

AN ACCREDITED social health
activist (ASHA) died in the
Government General Hospital in
Guntur in Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday with her fellow workers
alleging that she died following
Covid vaccination.

Guntur district Collector
Samuel Anand said the exact
cause of the ASHA's death would
be revealed only after a post-
mortem but maintained that not
asingle adverse event following
immunisation was reported in
the district as 10,099 healthcare
staff were vaccinated in the first
eight days.

ASHAs staged a demonstra-
tion in front of the GGH, de-
manding compensation of Rs 50
lakh for the kin of the deceased.

A leader of the Centre of
Indian Trade Unions that led the
protest picked up an argument
with the district Collector when
he visited the hospital to console
the family members of the de-
ceased.

The Collector said he would
send a proposal to the state gov-
ernment for payment of com-
pensation to the ASHA worker's
kin, on the lines of those paid to
frontline health workers who
succumbed to the pandemic..

The 44-year old ASHA com-
plained of severe headache and
fever on January 22, three days
after she took a shot of the Covid
vaccine.

Her brother denied that she
had suffered a brain stroke as
was being asserted by the GGH
doctors.

Vaccinated
teacher dies
in Telangana

Hyderabad: A 45-year-old
Anganwadi teacher, who was
administered the Covid vaccine
nearly a week ago, died after
complaining of chest pain
overnight in Warangal district in
Telangana, doctors said on
Sunday.

The teacher, vaccinated on
January 19, had taken some
medicines on Saturday night as
she was having chest pain and
sleptin her house at Shayampeta
on the outskirts of Warangal. She
was found dead on Sunday
morning, they said.

Her body was shifted to
state-run Mahatma Gandhi
Memorial Hospital for post-
mortem and samples were also
collected there and sent for test-
ing to ascertain the cause of
death, its Superintendent Dr K
Nagarjuna Reddy said. PTI
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‘Pak Zindabad’

shouting these names when
some locals heard them shout,
‘Pakistan zindabad’,” said Eish
Singhal, DCP (New Delhi and
PRO).

During interrogation at the
Tughlaq Road police station, po-
lice found the family had
“named” the 14-year-old boy
“Pakistan” during the game.

“When the boy was slow,
others, which included his par-
ents, shouted ‘Pakistan haar
gaya... peechhe reh gaya,’ and
when the boy started speeding,
they cheered him with ‘Pakistan
Zindabad’,” said the officer.

The two men in the group —
one of them is the boy’s father -
-were detained by the police for
eight hours, before being al-
lowed to leave at around 9 am
Sunday.

The three women and the
child were also taken to the police
station at night but allowed to go
home. The women, including the
child’s mother, were again called
to the police station between 8
and 9 am and let go at noon.

Officials of the Special Cell
and Intelligence Bureau were in-
volved during questioning, said
sources.

Singhal said, “They were
cheering and said Pakistan zind-
abad in a lighter vein.”

Latur village

their women occupants, a sani-
tary napkin dispenser, inclusion
of widows in festivities, a drive
to encourage organ donation,
and a free flour-grinding mill.
Having first become
sarpanch in 2005, Chame says
she will now make way for a
new sarpanch, to be chosen from
among the six members. The
seventh seat, reserved for STs,
will be filled soon, with another

woman, she says. “We had a
name in mind and the village
had agreed to her, but her caste
certificate was found invalid by
the district administration."

One of the changes the vil-
lage takes great pride in is the
normalisation of the conversa-
tionaround menstruation, led by
ASHA  worker  Manisha
Tangadpalle. “Menstruation is a
natural process, but girls hesitate
to talk to their mothers about it,
though they talk to me freely.
The sanitary napkin dispenser
we set up in the anganwadi gives
three napkins for Rs 5. Soon we
willinstall a machine for safe dis-
posal of napkins too,"
Tangadpalle says.

Sangeeta Chame, who runs
the mill that grinds flour for free,
still remembers the Raksha
Bandhan from two years ago, "in
which brothers gifted sanitary
napkins to sisters".

Tangadpalle's grandfather,
who passed away in 2017, was
the village's first organ donor.
With his example prominently
displayed at the gram panchayat
office, 447 villagers have pledged
to donate their organs since.

To dispel superstitions about
ghosts and spirits, a deserted vil-
lage crematorium has been trans-
formed into a children’s park.
“People used to be scared of the
crematorium but now children
come on their own to play," says
Bhagyashree's husband Dyanoba
Chame, who has authored abook
in Marathi titled Nirmile Astitva
Majhe (Creating My Identity) that
tells the story of the transforma-
tion of the village.

Nilanga MLA Sambbhaji Patil
Nilangekar says another village in
the taluka, Dongargaon, had cho-
senanall-woman panchayat but,
unlike Gaur, they met with oppo-
sition. Gram panchayat polls are
not contested on political party

symbols but candidates are often
backed by parties.In Gaur village,
candidates were chosen by the
villagers themselves.

“I often cite this village as an
example. The property cards in
the village are all in the name of
women, they have started their
flour mill, women and men
work equally hard in their
farms,” says Nilangekar, a BJP
legislator, adding that, impor-
tantly, the women panchayat
members in Gaur are not proxy
candidates for the men in their
families.

Agovernment official also ac-
knowledges that this is what sets
Gaur apart. “Leadership at the
grass-root level takes time to
emerge. But giving women
power is important."”

The goodwill earned by the
members means villagers are
ready to pitch in with donations,
like for renovation of the gram
panchayat office, to supplement
the panchayat's modest annual
budget of about Rs 2.5 lakh. One
of the schemes the funds have
helped organise is the
Kanyadaan Yojana, to ensure no
one "thinks of their daughters as
aburden”. In the past five years,
villagers have shared expenses
for five weddings. A board at the
entrance to the panchayat de-
clares that the village doesn't
give or receive dowry.

Ayodhya Chame, 55, head of
Gaur's Tantamukti Samiti or dis-
pute-resolution committee, says
the panel ensures disagree-
ments are resolved before they
turn into serious rows. “This is
why we could elect our gram
panchayat unopposed,” she says.

Ayodhya points out that hav-
ing women in leadership roles
sets a good role model for the
younger generation. As an exam-
ple, she says, “Earlier, only fathers
would go to children’s school to

discuss issues. Now mothers
come, and children see them as
having arole beyond the home.”

Bhanudas Nagmode, 74, are-
tired primary school teacher,
says they are happy to concede
the success to their women. “We
have had no infectious diseases
in the last many years, open
drains have been covered, the
village is cleaner,” Nagmode lists.

Ganga Chame, 29, among the
six new panchayat members, says
the election marks another mile-
stone. “We came here as daugh-
ters-in-law, but our families never
discouraged us from participat-
ing. They put their faith in us and
let us take our own decisions.”

Vishnu Chame, a former
member of the panchayat, says
itis not surprising that Gaur was
receptive to change. Home to
Marathas, Dhangars, OBCs and
STs, Gaur has never let caste mat-
ter, he says. Whether weddings
or funerals, every family in the
village participates.

Inequality

the strictest lockdown anywhere
in the world, India’s top 100 bil-
lionaires saw their fortunes in-
crease by Rs 12.97 trillion —
enough money to give every one
of the 138 million poorest
Indians a cheque for Rs 94,045
each. In stark contrast, 170,000
people lost their jobs every hour
in the month of April 2020, the
report points out.

“In fact, the increase in
wealth of the top 11 billionaires
of India during the pandemic
could sustain the NREGS scheme
for 10 years or the health min-
istry for 10 years,” according to
Oxfam’s calculations.

The report states that Covid
has the potential to increase eco-
nomic inequality in almost every
country at once -- the first time
this has happened since records

began over a century ago.

Sectorally, India’s large infor-
mal workforce was the worst hit
as it made up 75 per cent of the
122 million jobs lost. Informal
workers had relatively fewer op-
portunities to work from home
and suffered more job loss com-
pared to the formal sector. The
40-50 million seasonal migrant
workers, typically engaged
working in construction sites,
factories etc. were particularly
distressed, notes the report.

The pandemic also spiked
health and education inequali-
ties.

Over the past year as educa-
tion shifted online, India saw the
digital divide worsening in-
equalities. On the one hand, pri-
vate providers such as BYJU’s
(currently valued at $10.8 billion)
and Unacademy (valued at $1.45
billion) experienced exponential
growth yet, on the other, just 3
per cent of the poorest 20 per
cent of Indian households had
access to a computer and just 9
per cent had access to the inter-
net.

In terms of healthcare,
Oxfam found that since India
does not report case data deseg-
regated by socio-economic or
social categories, it is difficult to
gauge the distribution of the dis-
ease amongst various commu-
nities. But India currently has the
world’s second-largest cumula-
tive number of COVID-19 posi-
tive cases and globally, the poor,
marginalised and vulnerable
communities have higher rates
of COVID-19 prevalence.

“The spread of disease was
swiftamong poor communities,
often living in crammed areas
with poor sanitation and using
shared common facilities such
as toilets and water points,” it
states.

In this regard, it found that

only 6 per cent of the poorest 20
per cent households had access
to non-shared sources of im-
proved sanitation, compared to
93 per cent of the top 20 per cent
households in India.

Interms of caste, just 37.2 per
cent of SC households and 25.9
per cent of ST households had
access to non-shared sanitation
facilities, compared to 65.7 per
cent for the general population.

The pandemic has also
widened gender disparities.

The unemployment rate
among women rose from al-
ready high 15 per cent before
Covid to 18 per cent. “This in-
crease in unemployment of
women can result in a loss to
India’s GDP of about 8 per cent
or $218 billion,” states the report.
Of the women who retained
their jobs, as many 83% were
subjected to a cut in income ac-
cording to a survey by the
Institute of Social Studies Trust.

Beyond income and job
losses, poorer women also suf-
fered healthwise because of the
disruptioninregular health serv-
ices and Anganwadi centres. "It
is predicted that the closure of
family planning services will re-
sult in 2.95 million unintended
pregnancies... 1.80 million abor-
tions (including 1.04 million un-
safe abortions)and 2,165 mater-
nal deaths," states the report.

The pandemic also fueled do-
mestic violence against women.
As of November 30, 2020, cases
of domestic violence rose by al-
most 60% over the past 12
months.

“While the Coronavirus was
being touted as a great equaliser
in the beginning, it laid bare the
starkinequalities inherent in the
society soon after the lockdown
was imposed,” said Oxfam India
CEO Amitabh Behar.

Oxfam India’s findings are

New Delhi

part of the Oxfam International
report released on the opening
day of the World Economic
Forum’s “Davos Dialogues”.

“The deep divide between
the rich and poor is proving as
deadly as the virus,” said
Gabriela Bucher, Executive
Director of Oxfam International.

Oxfam has argued the urgent
need for policymakers to tax the
wealthy individuals and rich cor-
porates and use that money to “in-
vest in free quality public services
and social protection to support
everyone, from cradle to grave”.

However, with the Union
Budget round the corner, not
everyone is convinced of these
policy recommendations.

N R Bhanumurthy, Vice-
Chancellor of Dr BR Ambedkar
School of Economics University
inBengaluru, said that this is not
the year to prioritise inequality.

“Reducing inequalities is very
important but it should be a
medium-term target. Between
growth and distribution, we
must get the sequencing right.
We need to grow first before we
can distribute. Otherwise, we
can get stuck in a low-income
equilibrium,” he said.

Kargil
Hanle, and Kargil feels ignored.

Feroz Ahmad Khan,
Chairman of the Ladakh
Autonomous Hill Development
Council (LAHDC) Kargil, has
written to Lt Governor R K
Mathur protesting that “cultural
and religious symbols” of Kargil
have been ignored.

“Itis unfortunate to note that
a singular aspect of Ladakh has
beenincorporated for display on
the UT Ladakh tableau during
Republic Day, thereby failing to
showcase the rich and diverse
religio-cultural fabric of Ladakh,”
Khan has written. “It is felt that

(the) partial visual representa-
tion of the UT at an event as
prominent as the National
Republic Day celebrations alien-
ates the people of Kargil district.”
Khan has asked that the
tableau be modified: “LAHDC
Kargil wishes to request you to
kindly pass necessary directions
to the concerned for incorpora-
tion of religious/heritage sites
and cultural ethos of Kargil dis-
trict in the UT Ladakh tabeau.”
Khan told The Indian Express
that the administration did not
consult the people of Kargil be-
fore finalising the tableau.
“Ladakhis not only Leh, italso in-
cludes Kargil, and there are other
distinctions within Leh and
Kargil,” he said. “We feel sad at
being ignored. There were many
important religious and cultural
sites in Kargil which could have
been displayed, but they didn't
consult anyone - not even the
elected representatives like us.”
Sajad Hussain, a prominent
social and political activist of
Kargil, said the tableaureflects the
way the BJP thinks about Ladakh.
“It is very unfortunate that
Kargil has been completely ig-
nored... Kargil has been the bat-
tleground during the Kargil war.
They could have showcased any
of the war symbols like Tiger
Hills, Tololing. This (tableau) re-
flects the binary through which
the BJPlooks at Ladakh,” he said.
The UT of Ladakh was cre-
ated after the constitutional
changes of August 5, 2019, by
which Jammu and Kashmir's
special status was abrogated,
and the state was downgraded
to two UTs. While a separate UT
was always the demand of the
people of Leh, the people of
Kargil have voiced concerns over
alleged discrimination. Ladakh
is Buddhist majority, while Kargil
is Muslim majority.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

NITISH DIMINISH

Bihar order against criticism of government online is against
governance. The Chief Minister must scrap it

INVOLVES US ALL

HE BIHAR GOVERNMENT'S decision to designate “objectionable and inde-
cent” comments made online against the state government or its ministers,
MLAs, MPs and officials as cyber-crime is one more example of elected gover-
nments abusing their power to buy themselves a Teflon shield against criti-
cism, dissent and accountability. In November last year, the Kerala governm-
ent had brought in an amendment making “threatening or abusive” posts punishable by a
jail term, but withdrew it after an uproar against the unconstitutional move. Bihar is now
sallying down the same path of undemocratic excess. A circular issued by the Bihar police’s
economicoffences unit, the nodal agency for action against cyber-crime, asks principal secre-
taries and secretaries of various departments to bring instances of such “objectionable” posts
toits notice so that action can be taken under provisions of the IT Actand the Indian Penal Code.
This gag order suggests that Chief Minister Nitish Kumar perceives the freedom of
speech and expression guaranteed to his state’s citizens as minor, dispensable hazards of
democracy. It is not. In his last three terms, Nitish Kumar’s focus on the tangibles of de-
velopment, from roads to law and order, education of girls and empowerment of women,
had earned him the calling card of “Sushashan Babu”. But by shutting down uncomfort-
able, even angry and unruly, criticism against his government and its administrators, the
JD(U)leader risks putting the enterprise of his much-touted “good governance” in peril.
Unlike autocracies, democracies work by casting the net of experiences and objections
wide, by refusing to believe in the vanity projects of one-man or one-woman or one-
party solutions. The free exchange of ideas and opinions, especially in a hierarchical so-
ciety prone to capture by dominant interests, is the feedback loop without which gover-
nance cannot become either just, equitable or effective. It not only helps citizens flag
corruption, or the disenfranchised to contest decisions that affect their lives, but also
saves the executive from the arrogance of its own infallibility — by leaving the door open
for correction. Simply put, free speech is central to good governance. Increasingly, how-
ever, democracy is being seen as a competitive winner-takes-all electioneering race, in
which the electoral mandate is used to insulate the government from criticism and ac-
countability. In this paranoid view, all potential criticism equals motivated attacks on the
state — this anxiety manifests in the way governments are using a slew of IPC provisions
— to arrest journalists and comics for a tweet or a slogan or a Facebook post or a joke.
The Bihar government’s new circular — its imprecise framing about what constitutes
“indecent” and who makes that subjective call — is set up for misuse and harassment of
citizens. It is an unconstitutional diktat that will expend precious administrative energy
on policing the internet and cancelling government critics. That is anything but sushasan.
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar must withdraw it immediately.

CHANGING CLIMATE

Joe Biden’s decision on Paris Pact, WHO are welcome signals of
the US reversing insular tendencies of the Trump era

MONG JOE BIDEN’S first decisions after assuming office as the 46th

President of the US was to recommit his country to the Paris Climate

Change Pact and affirm Washington’s ties with the World Health

Organisation (WHO). His predecessor, Donald Trump, had withdrawn

the US from the landmark pact, calling it a “disaster” for America. And,
amidst the raging COVID pandemic, he had halted US funding to the global health organisa-
tion, accusing it of being “under the total control of China”. In a welcome departure from his
predecessor’s “America First” approach, Biden said on his inauguration that on “climate and
arange of other issues, the US will engage with the world once again”.

The US’s withdrawal from the WHO, scheduled to take effect in July, would have drasti-
cally affected the finances of the global health body — nearly 16 per cent of its budget is financed
by Washington. Likewise, the secession of the world’s second-largest GHG emitter would
have jeopardised the Paris Pact’s objective to keep temperature rise in this century under 2
degrees Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. Biden has not yet revealed the details of
his administration’s climate ambitions, but if his campaign s any indication, America is likely
torecommititselfto the voluntary emission reduction targets that constitute the Paris Pact’s
bedrock. His $2 trillion clean-energy proposal envisages an emissions-free electric grid by 2035
and aims to make the US a net zero carbon economy by 2050. After his election, Biden renewed
this pledge and assured that his plan to “Build Back Greener” will have special focus on com-
munities of colour, “who have suffered disproportionately from fossil fuel pollution”.

The new President’s decisions on health and environment are first steps towards plugging
the rift between the top global power and the rest of the world. They are also a recognition
that nationalssilos are ill-equipped to deal with almost all the crises confronting the planet to-
day, whether they be melting glaciers, warming temperatures or notoriously infectious
pathogens. Even as several global leaders, including the former US president, pandered to
insular tendencies, the pandemic underlined that there is no escape from the global village.
Borders did have to be sealed as an emergency response to the virus. Shortages in vital med-
ical provisions, drugs, personal protection equipment and ventilators — now vaccines — how-
ever, meant that no country could deal with the crisis onits own. At the same, the questions
raised of globalisation — including those by Trumpism and its variants — cannot be put off
by the change in the White House. It's too early to say if Biden’s presidency augurs a course
correction. But the emphasis on “humility” in the early statements of his newly appointed cli-
mate diplomat, former secretary of state John Kerry, does send positive signals — as do the
President’s initial decisions on climate and health.
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The injustice of merit

Broadening the social base of the faculty
atllTs is a necessary step

-
b=

ALOK TIWARI

MANY YEARS AGO(1997-2001),I was a stu-
dent of IIT Kanpur which was, and continues
to be, a great place to learn. The experience
was exhilarating for a small-town, middle-
class adolescent maturinginto a young adult.
With wonderful, brilliant learners and a
beautiful campus, the IIT years were a time
when I was living my childhood dream. It
was a seemingly liberal place where you
could watch a movie sitting on a chair while
your professor was seated on the floor, where
a girl could come and stay in male hostels,
even during the night. To contextualise the
above examples, please bear in mind that it
was still the 20th century and the IIT was sit-
uated in Kanpur, UP.

Books, exams, grades, research, scholar-
ships, US universities, jobs, green cards, etc.
— all good things of life — were there to be
had. It was great to be alive in such a place,
nothing was amiss, or so we thought. Almost
nothing, if we were forced to be more pre-
cise. There was something jarring in the idyl-
lic reality that I have just described above —
anot-so-palatable sideshow in the celebra-
tion of merit and hard work that the IIT
seemingly was. The IIT dream, like the more
popular American dream, had a seductive
appeal —and the myth overwhelmed reality
to create a larger-than-life half-truth at best,
ablatant lie at worst.

The Mecca of merit and industriousness
had a perceived underclass — those from the
reserved category — who were often referred
to with demeaning epithets, which ques-
tioned their intelligence and right to be at the
institution. Many saw them as a blot on the
fair name of IIT Kanpur; impostors who had
usurped the domain of meritorious kids like
us, just because India’s half-literate politicians
had propped them up for vote-bank politics.
Their low ranks in the Joint Entrance Exams
did not prevent them from getting “better”
branches of engineering while we and our
helpless teachers and parents could merely

This was also not the
horizontal
compartmentalisation of
gender-based rest-rooms. It
was a vertical, hierarchical
stratification, loosely
parodying the Jew-Aryan
ideology of Nazi Germany or
racial segregation of
apartheid South Africa. Our
humanity was mutilated by
such othering and our
reserved category
batchmates were subject to
potentially soul-sapping
degradation — a result of
being excluded from the
mainstream of the
community in which

one lives.

wring our hands in despair. If we were asked
toname the greatest injustice in the world, it
would have been reservation — in a country
with widespread poverty, exploitation and
inequality of every conceivable sort!

The collective rage we felt had two sig-
nificant consequences for “us”, as well as for
“them”. The most sinister result of our anger
was something every alert and sensitive
reader would have noticed by now: It was
the “othering” of the reserved category stu-
dents by the general category students and
the faculty, which itself was drawn almost
fully from the general category. There were
two different universes between which there
was almost no porosity of affection, empa-
thy, camaraderie or shared existence. We
barely spoke to each other, and rarely were
students from the reserved category a part
of our charmed circles. The compartmental-
isation was water-tight, though unstated and
un-ordained in formal terms.

This was also not the horizontal compart-
mentalisation of gender-based rest-rooms.
It was a vertical, hierarchical stratification,
loosely parodying the Jew-Aryan ideology of
Nazi Germany or racial segregation of
apartheid South Africa. Our humanity was
mutilated by such othering and our reserved
category batchmates were subject to poten-
tially soul-sapping degradation — a result of
being excluded from the mainstream of the
community in which one lives. I learnt first-
hand about the deleterious effect that even
mild and subtle exclusion can have on one’s
self-esteem and educational performance,
when later in my life [ went on to study at the
London School of Economics, which is a story
for another day.

Secondly,and more concretely, they were
not allowed to partake in the learning envi-
ronment of IIT. Mostly relegated to the hu-
miliatingly titled “slow pace” programmes,
many would soon become “juniors” of their
own batchmates. Their grades were mostly

poor, confirming the biases of general cate-
gory faculty members. Thereafter, it was a
long and painful journey downhill. Low
grades, poor job prospects, no glowing rec-
ommendations from professors for admis-
sions to the top universities abroad. Many
were likely scarred for life — and all the while,
we thought this was just a reflection of the
natural order of things. There have been ad-
mirable exceptions to the picture I have
painted, but the point is that the reserved cat-
egory students were not allowed to bring out
the best in them because of the exclusionary
thought and behaviour structures that were
programmed into IIT life in my time there.

Two decades have passed since I left the
IIT. Reservation for OBC students has changed
the composition of current batches. Society
is increasingly becoming less casteist and
more accommodative of those who may be
different from the so-called mainstream. In
fact, the mainstream itself has been meta-
morphosing into something more represen-
tative of our populace. In this context, it is
pertinent to note that the reservation for fac-
ulty posts in IITs is a refreshing change to
tackle the deep-seated prejudices of the old
guard against reserved category students.
Any attempt to resist the broadening of the
social base of the faculty would be a retro-
grade step. Many things will have improved
and many others are likely already on the
road to improvement.

I have tried to recount the depth of dark-
ness from which we have moved to our cur-
rentreality, which is definitely better, though
Iam not saying that it is perfect. Rose-tinted
nostalgia about the past should not be al-
lowed to brush such monstrous injustices
under the carpet. That would be unjust to our
past sufferers while miseducating our pres-
ent generation. And it will not help create a
better future.

The writer is district magistrate, Kanpur

OPEN, ONLY ON PAPER

Lack of transparency on vaccine goes against Centre’s draft science policy

PrRIYANKA CHOUDHARY

WHILE SCIENTISTS AND researchers have
been calling for transparency in COVID-19
vaccine-related research data, the Centre,
ironically, released the draft version of the
Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy
(STIP) in December 2020 based on the ethos
of “Open Science”.

Open Science has emerged as a global
movement amidst a growing crisis in science
that has affected India as well, and includes
issues such as fabrication and falsification of
data, plagiarism, unethical authorship, fail-
ure to disclose funding sources and gender
disparity inresearch institutions. An interest-
ing example to understand the crisis is the
“10,000 steps a day to remain healthy” goal,
which most of us are aware of. How many,
however, know that this goal is based on bad
science and there is no evidence for the
10,000 steps figure?

Open Science draws attention to some
core values such as transparency, accessibil-
ity, collaboration, and “constant and contin-
uous transfer of knowledge between produc-
ers and users of knowledge.” It’s also an
essential part of the draft STIP 2020, which
states that an “all-encompassing Open
Science Framework will be built to provide
access to scientific data, information, knowl-
edge, and resources to everyone” and “all data
used in and generated from publicly funded
research will be available to everyone under
FAIR (findable, accessible, interoperable and
reusable) terms”. However, the news on the
“Emergency Use Authorisation” (EUA) to the
two COVID-19 vaccine candidates, whose ef-
ficacy data is either currently unavailable or
disputable in the Indian context, leads one to
wonder if there is an inconsistency between
policy and practice.

The first vaccine candidate to receive the

The development of both the
vaccine candidates is part of
public-funded research —
ICMR funded the clinical
trial site fees for Covishield
and collaborated in the
development of Covaxin.
These would, therefore, fall
within the scope of the draft
STIP 2020 — so all research
data on the vaccines must be
made available in the public
domain for collective
scrutiny and peer-review.

EUA, Covishield, has been developed by
AstraZeneca and Oxford University and is
manufactured in India by the Pune-based
Serum Institute. The Central Drugs Standards
Control Organisation (CDSCO), the country’s
drug regulatory authority, states that the
overall efficacy of the vaccine, based on stud-
iesin Brazil, South Africaand UK (23,745 par-
ticipants aged 18 or above)is 70.42 per cent.
In India, based on the Phase II/III clinical tri-
als on 1,600 participants, this is “compara-
ble with those from the overseas clinical
studies” according to the regulatory body.
Scientists have, however, raised two major
concerns — there is “limited ethnicity data”
in the current trials and there is also an ab-
sence of results on older people, the ones at
the highest risk, because most trial partici-
pants were under the age of 55. This concern
is especially relevant in the Indian context
because people above 50 years are amongst
the priority groups in the vaccination drive.
Also, as some researchers have pointed out,
as per the latest CDSCO Guidelines, a “bridg-
ing study” needs to be carried out to under-
stand immune response in the Indian pop-
ulation. This is, however, the “first full
peer-reviewed efficacy result” to be pub-
lished for a COVID-19 vaccine, so it can ar-
guably be said to be within the norms of
“good science”.

The second approved vaccine candidate,
“Covaxin”, developed by Hyderabad-based
Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) is
stillundergoing Phase Il trials. It is widely ac-
knowledged in the scientific community that
these trials are important to understand the
ability of the vaccine to prevent clinical dis-
ease. The development of both the vaccine
candidates is part of public-funded research

— ICMR funded the clinical trial site fees for
Covishield and collaborated in the develop-
ment of Covaxin. These would, therefore, fall
within the scope of the draft STIP 2020 — so
all research data on the vaccines must be
made available in the public domain for col-
lective scrutiny and peer-review.

When datais not openly available, espe-
cially in cases of publicly-funded research
and research which have wider public safety
concerns, the vaccine for instance, not only
is public trust in science and scientists dam-
aged, the self-critical and self-correcting na-
ture of science is severely hampered as well.
The government’s intention to prioritise re-
search and innovation in the fight against
the COVID-19 pandemic is laudable. A vac-
cine, however, cannot come at the cost of
transparency, an indispensable element in
the fight against the virus. While CDSCO
guidelines clearly mention that “adequate
data should be generated” to ensure safety
and effectiveness of any vaccine whose de-
velopment is expedited for unmet medical
needs of the country, this data should also
be made public.

Going ahead, data across the different
stages of COVID-19 vaccine research (includ-
ing but not limited to research methodology,
research tools, negative results, efficacy data,
and other limitations) should be made pub-
liconICMR’s open access repository, the cen-
tral repository of the Department of Science
and Technology or other open access repos-
itories identified by the CSIR. This must be
done on a priority basis to ensure that bad sci-
ence does not compromise peoples’ health
and the trust in science remains intact.

The writer is a researcher with the
government of Punjab

JANUARY 25,1981, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

IsLamMiCc SUMMIT

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS of 38 Islamic na-
tions went into session in Tayef in Saudi
Arabia to hear the report of a five-member
delegation they had sent to Iran to persuade
the country to attend the Islamic Summit
opening on January 25. The delegation did
not meet with success. The Iranian leaders, it
appears, did not want to meet the Iraqi
President, Saddam Hussein, at the summit.
The Iranian position appears to be that the
Islamic countries should first condemn the
Iraqi aggression against their country before
Tehran can accept their mediation in the
Iran-Iraq conflict. Libya is also boycotting the
summit over a dispute with Saudi Arabia

over a passage to US planes during the Gulf
War. Egypt, which has signed a peace treaty
with [srael and Afghanistan, is banned from
the summit.

ALL WANT SOCIALISM

IT’'S ALMOST CERTAIN that a new political
party will take shape at the conclusion of the
three-day All India Democratic Socialist
Convention in Bombay. The chief of the con-
vention, HN Bahuguna, indicated that the fi-
nal decision will be taken on January 25.
Speakers at the convention agreed that all
people wanted socialism and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) “had deceived the people
by putting up its own brand of socialism”.

New Delhi

KRaghunandan Reddy, former Union labour
minister, said the BJP’s Gandhian socialism
was nothing but a form of “corporate
socialism”.

SATURDAY, A HOLIDAY
MILLIONS OF POLES defied their country’s
socialist regime and stayed home on January
24, a Saturday;, to press for a five-day week.
Production was down to a trickle and the
huge Huta steel mill at Warsaw and other
major factories in the Polish capital and else-
where. The Baltic port of Gladsk, the flash-
point of last year’s workers’ strike, was re-
ported at a standstill with the exception of
food shops and hospitals.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“America and Britain are each emerging from disruptive internal periods. The

alliance between them must be rooted
about the past”

in realism about the present, not fantasy
—THE GUARDIAN, UK

Reforming capitalism

World Economic Forum will meet at a time when global economy is in crisis. Delhi should contribute to

L~

RAJA MANDALA

BY C RAJA MOHAN

WHETHERIT IS a clever gimmick or a serious
attempt to produce structural changes in the
organisation of global capitalism, the World
Economic Forum’s initiative for “The Great
Reset” has set off furious conspiracy theories
on the right and contemptuous dismissal
from the left.

The Great Reset, conceptualised by the
founder and executive chairman of the WEF,
Klaus Schwab, has evolved over the last few
years and is based on the assessment that the
world economy isin deep trouble. He argues
that the situation has been made a lot worse
by many factors, including the pandemic’s
devastating effects on global society, the un-
folding technological revolution, and the con-
sequences of climate change.

Schwab demands that “the world must
act jointly and swiftly to revamp all aspects
of our societies and economies, from educa-
tion to social contracts and working condi-
tions. Every country, from the United States
to China, must participate, and every indus-
try, from oil and gas to tech, must be trans-
formed. In short, we need a ‘Great Reset’ of
capitalism.”

The right sees the WEF arguments about
restructuring the global economy as a dan-
gerous attempt toimpose “socialism” and dis-
mantle the traditional society, or what re-
mains of it. The left scoffs at the Davos Man’s
talk on the crisis of capitalism. It points to the
complicity of the Davos forum in promoting
policies that have brought the world to the
current impasse and question its capacity to
produce solutions.

Irrespective of what the WEF might say,
there is no denying the contemporary global
challenges. The reigning assumptions about
deregulation and globalisation that signifi-
cantly reduced constraints on capital within
and across borders over the last three decades
are now being challenged across the world,
including in the US that long championed
these ideas four decades ago.

Delhi, which is in the middle of an eco-
nomic reset of its own, must not only pay atten-
tion to the global debate, but also recognise
that the current crisis and its political conse-
quences will inevitably lead to a rearrange-
ment of the global order; Davos or no Davos. If
structural change is inevitable, the question is
what Delhi can do to maximise India’s possibil-
ities and limit the potential dangers.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be
among the many world leaders who will be
addressing this week’s annual gathering of
the WEE. The pandemic has compelled the
forum to move online from its traditional
wintry abode in the Swiss Alps. But Davos has
not given up on a physical meeting for 2021.
It is scheduled to take place in June in
Singapore.

Thisis only the second time that the Davos
annual forum s taking place at another loca-
tion. In 2002 January, the forum convened in
Manhattan, to demonstrate the resilience and
resolve of international capital against the
spectacular terror attacks on New York and
Washington — the financial and political cen-

¥

tres of the post-War global order—on
September 11,2001

The choice of Singapore is certainly prac-
tical; it is also symbolic. The success of East
Asia, or “Greater China” if you will, in contain-
ing the pandemic stands in stark contrast to
the failures in North America and Europe. The
only cities that can host large physical events
right now are in Asia, and Singapore is ar-
guably the most convenient. Meanwhile, the
much-talked-about Asia’s rise — notwith-
standingits internal contradictions — is with
us and is now a decisive factor in reordering
the global economy.

The agenda of The Great Reset touches on
many key issues facing the world. Three of
them stand out.

First is the question of reforming capital-
ism. Davos has been at the forefront of call-
ing for “stakeholder capitalism” thatlooks be-
yond the traditional corporate focus on
maximising profit for shareholders.

The demands for its reform are as old as
capitalismitself; we also know that the dom-
inant capital tends to resist change. What is
different this time is the vocal support for the
principles of stakeholder capitalism from the
top honchos of the global industry. In the US,
progressives hope President Joe Biden, like
Presidents Teddy and Franklin Roosevelt, will
bring much-needed reform. Not everyone is
convinced though.

Commentary in the Wall Street Journal
routinely dismisses stakeholder capitalism
asa front for “irresponsible corporatism” that
diverts cash flows from productive use of cap-
ital that can produce collective good. On the
American left, critics argue capital has shown
little concern for the interests of stakehold-
ersand its instinct for profit maximisation has
only gotten worse during the pandemic.

The large technology companies that
were to deliver us into the digital utopia have
proven to be as rapacious as the European
merchant kings of the early colonial era and
exploitative capitalists of the 19th century.
Big beneficiaries of deregulation and special
concessions around the world, the tech gi-
ants pay few taxes and actively depress
wages for working people. They also have ac-
quired unprecedented power to influence
the governments.

Realists would suggest that capitalism is

The Great Reset,
conceptualised by the
founder and executive
chairman of the WEF Klaus
Schwab, has evolved over the
last few years and is based on
the assessment that the
world economy is in deep
trouble. He argues that the
situation has been made a lot
worse by many factors,
including the pandemic’s
devastating effects on global
society, the unfolding
technological revolution, and
the consequences of climate
change.

the framing of new rules to govern international institutions

CR Sasikumar

not going to reformitself. Making capital more
responsive belongs to the realm of the state.
The kind of policy choices that a state makes
in mediating between different stakeholders
depends, in turn, on the balance of political
forces within societies and between them.

Second, Davos is certainly right to focus
on the deepening climate crisis. Climate scep-
tics have been ousted from Washington and
President Biden has rejoined the 2015 Paris
accord on mitigating climate change. But that
is not enough to resolve the main political
challenge on climate change. It is about dis-
tributing the economic and social costs of
moving away from carbon use within and
across nations.

Internally, the conflict is about manag-
ing the differential social impact and exter-
nally, it is about reconciling the divergent
carbon policy imperatives among the ma-
jor economic actors. This again leads to the
realm of contested politics — both internal
and international.

Third is the growing difficulty of global co-
operation that Davos wants to promote. The
era of great power harmony that accompa-
nied the liberalisation of the global economy
at the turn of the 1990s has yielded place to
intense contestation. The contestation is not
just political but increasingly economic and
technological. If the world needs universalist
solutions, getting them has become harder
than ever before. This, in turn, might lead to
“competitive multilateralism” and the con-
struction of coalitions of the willing, capable
to develop and enforce new rules.

Unlike in the 20th century, India now can
and must actively contribute to the framing of
new rules to govern global capitalism and re-
shaping of international institutions. At the
same time, it must also reform its own econ-
omy and society to make it more equitable,
sustainable and capable of coping with rapid
external change. It is only those nations that
can effectively manage the dynamic interac-
tion between the internal and external that
will come out as winners in the Great Reset
thatis unfolding.

The writer is director, Institute of South Asian
Studies, National University of Singapore and
contributing editor on international affairs
forThe Indian Express

Swachh lessons for Covid times

World's largest sanitation programme can be amodel for caution post the vaccine

AKSHAY Rour

ACROSS EUROPE, EVEN in Rome, there were
poignant reports of subdued Christmas cele-
brations, unavoidable, because of the fear of
the unpredictable coronavirus. Countries have
fallen back on that age-old adage, discretionis
the better part of valour. New Year's Eve was
not much different. In India, cities and states
took recourse to a new set of restrictions that
can’t be dismissed as killjoy. Leaders and gov-
ernments are having to anxiously remind cit-
izens about pandemic protocols. Among the
few rescue acts of Joe Biden'’s first day in the
White House was the restoration of the mask.

In Mumbai, civic authorities have found
that the number of people revelling at wed-
ding receptions, pubs, restaurants and night-
clubs exceeded the permissible limits —in fact,
many were making merry without the
mandatory mask. More than 10 lakh people
were fined in the Maximum City for not using
masks. Violations were also reported in other
cities and towns. So, the announcement of a
night curfew was an expected enforcement
response.

Fines and police action are perhaps justi-
fied for protecting lives and preventing the sys-
tem from collapsing. But making the wearing
of masks a sustainable habit and observing
physical distancing as part of everyday behav-
iour would have to be part of a shared — albeit
none to cheerful —vision till there isa decisive
green signal. It has to be like India’s Swachh
Bharat, a sterling example of people’s partici-

pation. In Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
words, “swachhata” was taken up as a “collec-
tive national responsibility”. As the vaccine en-
tered the collective imagination of an expec-
tant population, PM Modi reminded: “Dawai
bhi, Kadaai Bhi ". Though it’s currently con-
stricted by avoidable vaccine hesitancy, India’s
vaccine programme will hopefully usher in
herd immunity at the earliest.

Behavioural changes require time. The ob-
servation of safe sanitation practices — espe-
cially those pertaining to toilet use, assiduously
cultivated during the Swachh Bharat years of
2014-2019 — is a case in point. The key find-
ings of the Fifth Round of the National Family
Health Survey, 2019-20 do throw up certain
concerns about the state of sanitation in the
country, particularly inits rural parts. It would
appear that the focus of the Swachh Bharat
Mission on toilet access and use needs to be
taken forward with double the vigour.
Sustaining the changed behaviour requires a
steady stream of campaigns, something that
has always tested the implementers.

Very pertinently, the Swachh Bharat
Mission Phase Il gives institutionalised atten-
tion to the sustainability of ODF (Open
Defecation Free) status, despite the action
moving on to solid and liquid waste manage-
ment. While Amitabh Bachchan called out for
“Darwaza Bandh" — shut the door on open
defecation — in the initial phase, the current
callis for “Har Koi, Har Roz, Hamesha”. Trained

swachhagrahis remain watchful across India’s
six-and-a-half lakh villages to make sure that
the guard is not down. The scale of mass ac-
tion and buzz creation around sanitation un-
der Swachh Bharat Mission was
unprecedented.

For a country that prides itself on accom-
plishing the world's largest behaviour change
programme, involving 600 million citizens,
sustaining a corona-responsive behaviour
should be less challenging, given that the
threatis much direct.In fact, toinculcate anew
behaviour has always been relatively easier
compared to changing an age-old habit like
open defecation.

The hard work of the last 10 months of sur-
veillance and testing, not to speak of enduring
the painful lockdowns, and the fruitful precau-
tions of masking, distancing and regular hand
washing will come to a naught if the com-
mencement of vaccination or the slide in the
COVID case count are seen as an invitation to
freedom. The year of vaccination, 2021, can
only be compared with Phase Il of the Swachh
Bharat Mission. Much like the imperative sus-
tain an ODF society, the behavioural changes
necessitated by the pandemic must be be pre-
served with double the effort even though the
vaccine has opened up a vista of hope and the
scale of infection is down — the latter owes in
no small measure to the observance of the dis-
tancing and masking prescriptions.

While the network of election operations

is seen as amodel for vaccine distribution, the
instruments and mechanisms of Swachh
Bharat Mission can address the need for sus-
taining COVID-responsible behaviour — cover-
ing the face and maintaining physical distance.
A volunteering force like the swachhagrahis
or the band of young and skilled warriors like
the zila Swachh Bharat preraks could be apt for
the purpose.

Barely have the first jabs been adminis-
tered in a handful of countries, a mutant vari-
ant of the virus has made its presence felt. The
fear of asecond or third surge of the pandemic
lurks. Post vaccine, COVID-19 may moderate
interms of severity and infectivity, but it might
notbe completely eliminated some time soon.
The learning from the pandemicis not only re-
silience but also humility in conduct and being
aware that the virus remains an unpredictable
adversary. The piece of cloth spread across the
face that shuts off some of our sensory organs,
besides being functionally efficient, is sym-
bolic of this willing subjugation — that has to
continue. The Clean India of Mahatma'’s dream
became possible when 130 crore Indians came
together and adopted new habits of sanitation.
The same joint resolve is necessary not toleta
single mask drop off the nose.

Thewriter, a former Director General (Special
Projects), Swachh Bharat Mission, is presently
a Visiting Professor at Central University of
Odisha. Views are personal

Majority complex

The BJP believes that its legislative majority makes
differing views irrelevant, gives the right to
impose its will on future generations

SALMAN KHURSHID

future generations.

Several of the far-reaching changes to
the structure of India have, of course, been
approved by the Supreme Court but then
so was the Emergency, which the apex
courtis wondering if it can declare unlaw-
ful decades later. In a democracy, you ei-
ther live with the past you inherit or pre-
tend that it was different. The present
government wants to rewrite history and

THE UP GOVERNOR recently remarked
that the Opposition does precious little pol-
itics beyond presenting representations to
her. As a long-term politician, she must
know what politics entails. When in
Opposition, there is an implicit obligation
to provide constructive cooperation and
honest scrutiny of government decisions.

The governor need not go very far to test
her idea of politics as farmers, including
from western UP, are gathered on the bor-
der of the national capital to protest the
farm laws. The Opposition, including the
Congress, have extended their unqualified
support to the movement but have strate-
gically refrained from stealing the thunder
of the farmers. Sadly, politics has taken a
strange turn, so much so that organic
protests like those against the CAA-NRC
and now the farm laws remain uneasy
about political parties being seen sharing
the stage with them. This model owes
much to Kejriwal-IAC, where the hidden
agenda for transforming the agitation into
apolitical party happily allowed taking dis-
creet support from the opponents of the
Congress, but without conceding them
space directly. Itis another matter that the
enterprise helped the BJP and hurt the
Congress.

The Congress is the only Opposition
party that has the footprint to make a dif-
ference to the resistance to the incumbent
government, although given the present
conditions, we understand that we will
have to keep space for like-minded
Opposition parties. Itis still early to expect
a workable two-way accommodation,
given the regional contradictions that exist.
However, a joint effort within Parliament
and beyond on demonetisation, GST im-
plementation, the Citizenship Amendment
Act, police atrocities, mixed marriages laws,
the future of J&K, farm laws, incompetent
handling of COVID-19, etc, is neither incon-
sistent with political ideology nor the
strategies of the entire spectrum of the
Opposition. Let us not forget, if India lives
there will be opportunity for the
Opposition. Some stillborn steps were
taken in the past months but time is run-
ning out to put up a formidable challenge
to the insensitive and incompetent func-
tioning of a government that claims over-
whelming popular support but in electoral
records can show less than 40 per cent of
the popular vote. The government believes
that its majority makes all differing views
irrelevant. Laws that they legislate can still
be reversed in the future, but changes like
the new Parliament and Central Vista will
impose the will of a transitory majority on

certainly alter the path of the future. We
seem to have made the mistake of only at-
tacking the government for that instead of
engaging with citizens who support the
government. We need to ask them why, if
atall, they hate us; how they believe their
preferred way of life is being adversely im-
pacted by the alternative way of life; what
in the system we have inherited prevents
them from feeling that their proud Hindu
identity is complete; how the Hindutva
project will address our collective concerns
about food, jobs, education, health and
happiness.

Despite our deep differences, we can-
not and must not countenance anything
like a civil war to the finish. We have lived
together and our destiny is to live together.
The project to acquire power and retain it
for some time will certainly be served by
accentuating an ostensible divide -- but
then what? Even a powerful military is un-
able to secure status quo beyond a period;
powerful demagogues lose their grip; un-
shakeable structures like the Soviet Union
give way; demigods are humbled. Only di-
alogue and empathy survive in the ultimate
analysis.

To return to the governor of UP: Surely
Her Excellency accepts that all this is about
politics. To believe in this, to articulate this,
to educate the electorate about this, to
stand up and be counted — it is politics at
the highest and certainly different from
politicking that everyone seems to confuse
with politics. But, of course, there is another
dimension: Debate and discourse are dis-
missed as non-starters and politics is no-
ticed only when there is disruption. Make
it impossible for a government to work;
block the streets and trains; switch off elec-
tricity and water; squeeze supply of food
and other supplies; disturb public peace —
these are certainly not publicly advocated
by anyone in authority yet are we to believe
that they are symptoms of live politics?
Furthermore, a hapless police force con-
torts public protest into sedition, though
thankfully yet not into insurrection -- the
word being used for the storming of the US
Capitol by the rednecks supporting
President Donald Trump. But who will ex-
plain to the hundreds of incarcerated youth
charged with UAPA and other offences in
the CAA-NRC FIRs that their politics was a
crime? Understandably, there is a red line
between protest and sedition but advising
the citizen to protest for politics should
come with an assurance that it will not be
crushed by an impervious law.

The writer is senior Congress leader and
former Union minister

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CENTRE'S FOLLIES

THISREFERS TO the article, 'Pause or re-
peal: Government may have to go back
to SC or Parliament on farm laws' (IE,
January 22). This is not the first time the
current government at the Centre has
undermined the authority of constitu-
tional provisions. Be it CAA-NRC or the
recent farm laws, the government has
remained blissfully ignorant of both con-
stitutional principles and public senti-
ment, while marching toitsown beat.In
this process, the government has insid-
iously tarnished the ideals of a parlia-
mentary democracy, envisioned by our

leaders and enshrined in our
Constitution.

Shreya Singh, Mumbai
BIDEN’S FIRST DAY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, '‘Biden's
burden' (IE, January 22). The recent as-
sault on the US Capitol building is proof
of the fact that America is a tinderbox.
Now that Joe Biden is in the Oval Office,
he should work to stanch the bleeding.
Asthe US president, he can either rise to
the occasion by reaching out to the other
side, or he could drive a wedge deeper
between the Democrats and the
Republicans by perpetuating this ugly
partisan fight.

Varun Das, Zirakpur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, '‘Biden’s
burden'(IE, January 22). The way US PJoe
Biden reversed 17 executive controver-
sial decisions of his predecessor on Day
One signals his intentions to the world
— that he is firm about mending things.
His quick decisions will go along way in
bringing changes in a positive way for
America and the rest of the world.
SSPaul, Nadia
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DRAGON’S DEN

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Slaying the
Dragon’ (IE, January 22). It is ironic that
onthe one hand, the mere name of afor-
eign-sounding fruit can stir the waters
for Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani
but the shutting down of legendary
Gujarati publishers like Lokmilap go
withoutany intervention on his part.Itis
high time that the Gujarat government
introspected and channelled its energies
towards the linguistic and cultural causes
that actually matter.

Kushal Khandhar, Mumbai

THISREFERS TO the editorial, 'Slaying the
Dragon' (IE, January 22). The renaming
of dragon fruit to “kamalam” was unnec-
essary, tosay the least. It is high time that
the government, in this case in Gujarat,
understands that there are more impor-
tant issues to focus on. The debilitating
condition of the country’s economy and
its people due to the pandemic is surely
a more major concern than these petty
issues.

Komal Pugalia, Silchar

New Delhi
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DR SHEKHAR MANDE, DIRECTOR GENERAL, COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH

Could we’ve waited for Phase 3 trials?... But should
we not save 50,000 lives:... There is no risk to anyone

Dr Mande talks about “guarded optimism” over drop in Covid-19 cases, says effectiveness of vaccines will be monitored for the next two years, and explains hygiene
hypothesis and why he believes our immune system can deal with new strains. The session was moderated by Resident Editor (Pune) Amitabh Sinha

DR SHEKHAR MANDE: A global health
emergency like Covid-19 was foreseen for
the last several years. We did not know in
what form it would come, but for 20-25
years it was being predicted that the next
pandemicwas justaround the corner.And,
even after this pandemic is over, there is a
possibility that another one might still be
around the corner. So, we should be pre-
pared for that.

In India, the first Covid-19 case was re-
ported on January 30, last year. We dis-
cussed theissue ata meeting of the directors
of all the laboratories under Council of
Scientificand Industrial Research (CSIR)on
February 25-26. The World Health
Organisation declared the pandemic on
March 11,almost 15 days later. By that time,
our strategy was already in place and it was
rolled out by mid-March. There were sev-
eral aspects to the response. The first verti-
cal was surveillance, which we are doing
even today.Itincludes sequencing different
viral strains across India, conducting air
sampling surveys to know how far the virus
travels etc. The second vertical was diagnos-
tics. Youwould have heard about, forexam-
ple, the Feluda test kit that has come from
the CSIR’s stable... We did dry swabs, which
reduces the cost of RT-PCR tests by half. The
dry swab method has also been approved
by the Indian Council of Medical Research.

The third verticalis interventions, where
we are looking at both vaccines as well as
drugs. Favipiraviris already being sold in the
market by Cipla, the process for which was
generated in the CSIR... We have also taken
cognizance of traditional knowledge and
some trials are going on along with Ayush
(Ministry).

The fourth aspect is medical instru-
ments, and there have been several inno-
vations here too, including the BiPAP
‘SwasthVayu’ Ventilator. It's for people who
are not critical but their oxygen level needs
to be enhanced. We have already supplied
1,200 such ventilators to the Delhi govern-
ment. We have launched ‘rapidly deploy-
able hospitals’ which can be set up in re-
mote locations in about five days and six
such hospitals are ready in Himachal
Pradesh now.

There were two principles that we used
while bringing about these innovations.
Number one, there has to be industry’s in-
volvement, like Cipla’s in the case of
Favipiravir. The second important point that
we discussed was that all the components
mustbe madein India, so thatwe don’t have
to depend on imports. So with both these
principles, we are now ina position to scale
up everything for the benefit of society.

AMITABH SINHA: In your assessment,
is the Covid-19 graph in Indiain an
irreversible decline, or is there still a
fear of a second wave? Also, can you
tell us alittle bit about the different
Covid-19 strains that have emerged?
Are we over the pandemic in India?
There is a very guarded optimism about it.
The number of cases is going down. It's hov-
ering between 16,000-20,000 cases per day
in India, compared to about 2,20,000-
2,40,000 per day in the US. But we are
guarded, because the pandemicisn’'t over.If
we let our guard down, there is every pos-
sibility of a second wave. So, we must be
very, very careful when we say that the
number of cases have gone down.
Compared to other more developed na-
tions, the defining feature in India has been
the early lockdown. It gave us the opportu-
nity to tell people about the dangers of the
pandemic, and to prepare to handle the
pandemicas well. We were able to educate
everyone that when
you step out of the
house, don’t forget
your mask, wash your
hands, keep distance,
and that actually
helped. You don’t see
this happening even
in the most devel-
oped countries.
About the strains...
Every virus mutates.
There is an interplay

For the last 20-25 years it
was being predicted that
the next pandemic was
near... And, even after
Covid-19, there is another
one around the corner
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strains more virulent than the others?

The standard strategy that all govern-
ments around the world have adopted is
testing, tracking, tracing... We sequence
strains from those people who have a his-
tory of travel to the UK etc. Once we know
that the person is UK-positive, we isolate
the person so that the virus doesn’t spread
to others. That's the government's strat-
egy. Also, you know about SpiceHealth. We
are trying to actually collect samples at air-
ports and then reduce the number of days
required for sequenc-
ing. That's precisely
what SpiceHealth
will be doing at differ-
ent airports in the
country.

Now, areany of the
new variants more
virulent? It's not
proven yet. What is
proven is how trans-
missible they are.
What is the probabil-

betweenthe host (the
humanbody)and the
pathogen, which is the virus. Now, as the
pathogen tries to establish an infection in
the host, the latter tries to get rid of the
pathogen. (As the virus mutates) our im-
mune system tries to get rid of it (the muta-
tions), unless a very large number accumu-
lates simultaneously. The UK strain can
accumulate 17 mutations in its spike pro-
tein. A virus has millions of atoms coated
around asphere,and we actually see only 17
mutations... Therefore, itis believed that the
human immune system is sufficiently ca-
pable of getting rid of even the new strain.

ESHA ROY: Whether it’s the UK variant
or the South African variant, what is
the Indian government doing to
identify and stop the spread in the
country? Also, what have been the
takeaways from genome sequencing
done so far? For instance, are some

ity of one person to
transmit a variant to
another person, which is typically defined
by the R-number. And these variants (UK,
South Africa)are actually known to be more
transmissible, about 60 to 70% more...
However, it is not known whether they are
more lethal or not.

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS: Why
don’twe have asingle drug that s fully
effective against Covid-19 so far?
Development of any drug typically takes
10-12 years. So, when Covid-19 came up,
the easiest strategy was to go for ‘repurpos-
ing’. As part of the strategy, drugs which are
already in the market and are ‘generally re-
garded as safe (GRAS)'... we can find a dif-
ferent use for that particular drug. There are
roughly about 3,000drugs whicharein the
market for human consumption,and must
be tested for Covid-19... That is how
Favipiravir and the others came up... As for

new drugs, they will take another four-five
years to come out.

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS:
Professor Rohini Godbole from the
Centre for High Energy Physics at IISc,
was awarded the Ordre National Du
Merite,among the highest
distinctions bestowed by France. How
can we encourage more women to
join STEM sectors?

Thereisaleaky pipeline somewhere. Let
usaccept that fact. At the school level, there
is equal opportunity for everyone. As we
start climbing up, unfortunately, the num-
ber (of women)drops dramatically. And, by
the time you come to the job market, the
numbers are even lower, and at the senior
leadership level, the numbers are pathetic.
So how do you encourage (women to join
STEM sectors)? First, let us accept that we
have not done well on these numbers. Then,
one has to continuously and proactively
keep talking about these issues in the pub-
lic space, even if the truth is inconvenient.
Secondly, people like me, who have the ad-
vantage of being in an administrative posi-
tion, must try to correct things... At the CSIR
we have ensured that all advisory bodies,
committees, have a gender balance. We
have tried to do the same in senior leader-
ship positions too. It's a huge challenge.
When I joined the CSIR two years ago, nei-
ther of our 37 laboratories had awoman di-
rector. Today, four of our laboratories are
headed by female directors. It is still a pa-
theticnumber; and we are working towards
takingitto 17-18...

KAUNAIN SHERIFF M: About 55 lakh
doses of the Covid-19 vaccine will be
administered purely based on safety
data of the Phase 1and 2 trials. We
don’t have efficacy data for the Bharat
Biotech vaccine. Do you think the
scientific principle thatis being applied
now is sustainable?

... We are losing hundreds of people

-0

every day, right? In the next three-four
months, let us assume youlose abouta 100
peopleaday. That means about 3,000 peo-
pleamonth,and about 10,000 deathsin the
next three-four months. That's a low esti-
mate. The higher estimate could be 50,000
people. Now, a vaccine candidate has been
proven tobe safe, there has been no adverse
impactin Phase 1 clinical trials as well asin
the pre-clinical trials in animals. In Phase2
clinical trials, you show that (the vaccine)is
immunogenic, that it is eliciting sufficient

earlier interviews, you said thereisa
difference between efficacy and
effectiveness of the vaccine. Canyou
elaborate?

Efficacy is calculated in clinical trials on
subjects that have received either the vac-
cine dose or the placebo. Neither the per-
son who is adminis-

ratories of the CSIR)... We can go on citing
examples... We collaborate with everybody.
When the Rs 48,000 crore order for Tejas
was placed, most people lauded the DRDO.
Nobody knew that a large amount of tech-
nology and the entire control system of
Tejas was made by the CSIR. Many people

don’t know there is a

tering the vaccine nor . very glorious collabo-
the person who s re- If we were under-repor tING,  ration between the
ceiving it knows one-and-a-half-million CSIR, DRDO and HAL.
whether it is the ac- Itisafault onour part
tual vaccine or a people would have died of  thatinformation has
placebo. At the end of . . not been distributed
the study, which takes Covid-19. Is that believable? among members of
a few months, you _ 2 : the public.
o Under-reporting is not the

For example, inthe  cause (for low numbers)  TABASSUM
Moderna trials, about BARNAGARWALA:
30,000 people were — Thereisalot of
given a dose of either discussion about

the placebo or the vaccine, and 196 devel-
oped Covid-19 after a few months. Of these,
185 had received the placebo and 11 had re-
ceived the Moderna vaccine. So the efficacy
was 95%.

Based on efficacy, the regulator decides
togive approval for the vaccine to be admin-
istered to the general population. Now, in

[llustration: Suvajit Dey

the general population there are people
who were excluded from clinical trials.
People with comorbidities, people who are
above the age of 70... So now you will meas-
ure things in the entire population. In the
real world scenario, the numbers will
change from 95%... That is effectiveness.
There is a subtle difference and it is being
monitored post vaccination. There is going
to be very close monitoring for two years as
part of the pharmacovigilance process.

immune response in HARISH
ahumanbeing. So, the DAMODARAN:
senerating an . Thereis aleaky pipeline...  puggerofthecsiR
hmune r_ESDonsg the In senior leadership, :l“l;‘t how m:'d‘ of
umanimmunity can . isspenton
likely take care of the number of women (in sponsored or
virus. The criticism . . demand-driven
has been that we O TEM)is pathetic...One  ecearch?
coudhmewiEdTY s to talk aboutic,people Tt 0y
for Phase 3 clinical tri- like me must correct it enormous delays in
als to get over... (But) flights in Delhi due to
T

you are going to risk
the lives of 10,000~
50,000 people. That's the first risk. The sec-
ond risk is that mutants are very rapidly
emerging around the world. If youareareg-
ulator, what would youdo? Would you save
50,000 lives? Would you allow mutants to
arise or would you go for avaccine whichis
known to be safe and elicits a response, al-
thoughiits efficacy is not well known?

See, there has been noadverse impactof
taking the vaccine. You are not being sub-
jected to any kind of risk, you are not going
todevelop any adverse reaction, thereisno
serious illness that you are going to de-
velop... Essentially, if the vaccine generates
animmune response against this particular
virus, that's good. But evenif it does not elicit
aresponse, you have not lost anything per
se. There is nothing adverse that you have
done toyourself.

KAUNAIN SHERIFF M: In one of your

fog. All those delays
have reduced signifi-
cantly. A transmissometer (for the determi-
nation of visual range) has been installed
across 100 airportsin the country. Itis called
Drishtiand was developed by NAL(National
Aerospace Laboratory, a constituent of the
CSIR). Today, Delhi has three-five installa-
tions of Drishti.

We heard the news of the government
procuring Tejas aircraft. About 70% of Tejas
weight is carbon fibre. Who made the car-
bon fibre? The CSIR-NAL The Tejas lands on
naval ships and to be able to land and take
off fromnaval ships, it needs a precise land-
ing and take-off spot. The error cannot be
more than half a metre. How do pilots do
that? There’s something called a ‘head-up
display’ in Tejas aircraft which allows the
pilot to make precise take-off and landing,
Who made that head-up display? It is the
Central Scientific Instruments Organisation
in Chandigarh (one of the constituent labo-

New Delhi

howlow- and middle-income
countries have low Covid-19 mortality
rates. Is the ‘hygiene hypothesis’ the
onlyreason behind it oris there aloose
link with the BCG vaccination? Or, in
India’s case, is there a low recording
rate of the deaths?

My personal research paper on the is-
sueis comingoutinajournal called Current
Science... The population of the United States
is roughly one-fourth of India’s. The total
number of deaths in the US is more than
double that of India. If you take the ratio of
people dying per million, it is a highly
skewed ratio in the countries which have
high GDP or a high Human Development
Index. This is true across the world. If you
look at the number of people dead in
African and Southeast Asian countries, it is
way lower than countries with high GDP
and HDI. Many people say it is under-re-
porting, butif you are under-reporting, India
would have had to report about eight to 10
times more deaths (in comparison to the
US). If we (India) were under-reporting,
about one-and-a-half-million people in
India would have succumbed to Covid-19.
Idon’tthink anyone believes that one-and-
a-half million people in India have died...
Under-reporting is not the cause. In Affica,
it would have caused havoc. In places like
Dharavi, it would have been a catastrophe.
But that has not happened.

The second issue that countries with
high HDI have is an ageing population. If you
lookat the life expectancy in such countries,
the average age is much higher than coun-
tries like ours. And, we know that this virus
affects older people more.

Now look at the distribution of other dis-
eases. The incidence of communicable dis-
ease like tuberculosis, malaria and cholera
in countries which have higher GDP and
HDI is much lower. And the incidence of
these diseases in low-HDI countries is much
higher. On the contrary, non-communica-
ble diseases such as diabetes, asthma, pso-
riasis are much higher in countries with
high HDI and lower in low-HDI countries...
Inlow-HDI countries, the sanitation param-
eters tend to be poor... It is an established
fact that improved sanitation conditions
have increased the incidence of auto-im-
mune disorders in higher HDI countries...
According to the hygiene hypothesis, as we
are continuously exposed to pathogens
since our childhood, ourimmune systemis
trained... In the paper (in Current Science)
we are saying that what has saved us is the
immune training our body has got because
of continuous exposure (to pathogens)
since our childhood.

AMITABH SINHA: This is probably not
the last pandemic that we will see. In
terms of our response, how is the next
pandemic going to be different? What
are the things we have learned and
institutionalised so that the response
to any such pandemic in the future is
different and qualitatively better?
Mostimportant is health monitoring in-
frastructure... In this case, the response was
very rapid. As soon as the Chinese authori-
ties detected the cluster of pneumonia-like
cases, they reported it to the WHO. By the
fourth day, the WHO team was on the
ground in Wuhan to assess the situation.
Onthe seventh day, we knew thatit was be-
cause of a virus called coronavirus... We
need to have a rapid action force... And this
is good in the country right now... We are
doingreasonably well (in our response)and
we should try toimprove. But what we ac-
tually need to improve is infrastructure in
terms of safety level facilities. We need to
have multiple BSL-4 (biosafety level-4)facil-
ities in the country, where we can take the
infectious organism and assess it. We also
need to look at zoonosis — many viruses
jump from animal to human. We must keep
sampling viruses or parasites inanimals all
the time. It is important to have a surveil-
lance system for animals and potential dis-
eases that could come from many of them.
Lastly, we need to have supply chains
and logistics ready for diagnostics, drugs,
essential equipment, doctors, nurses, so
thatif any such contingency arises, we are
able to cater to any remote corner of the
country within a very short time.
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NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

IN INFECTIOUS diseases such as
Covid-19, animal studies help scien-
tists predict how well a candidate
vaccine will work. They inform scien-
tists which immune cells triggered by
the vaccine are protective, whether
the vaccine will be viable as a human
intervention, and how the disease
progresses in people with compro-
mised immune systems.

The rhesus macaque, a monkey
widely prevalent inIndia, is a promis-
ing model for vaccines against Covid-
19, according to two in-
dependent studies.

In Nature
Microbiology, scientists
have recommended use
of the macaque as a
model to help develop
vaccines. The study also
found that the baboon
showed greater disease
development, making it
a potential option for
evaluating anti-viral
therapeutics and co-morbidities such
as diabetes.

And in Nature Communications,
scientists have reported that rhesus
macaques infected with SARS-CoV-2
developed protective immune re-
sponses that might be reproduced
with a vaccine.

In the Nature Microbiology study;,
scientists at Texas Biomedical

CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

Rhesus macaque shows
promise as model for
Covid-19 vaccine studies
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and Southwest National Primate
Research Center (SNPRC) evaluated
three nonhuman primate species —
Indian rhesus macaques, African ba-
boons and new-world origin com-
mon marmosets — and young and old
animals.

They found that the macaque and
baboon models develop
strong signs of acute vi-
ral infection leading to
pneumonia, and the
non-human primate im-
mune system mounts a
strong response and
clears the SARS-CoV-2
infection.
the  Nature
Communications study,
scientists at the California
National Primate
Research Center at the University of
California, Davis, infected eight rhe-
sus macaques with SARS-CoV-2 virus
isolated from the first human patient
treated at UC Davis.

The researchers followed immune
responses in the rhesus macaques
over about two weeks. The animals
showed all the signs of producing an
effective immune response to a viral
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Tech giants v regulators

Google and Facebook have locked horns with Australian govt over laws that propose to make them pay
news organisations for using their content. The outcome of the fight will have implications for India as well.

PRANAVMUKUL & ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

PARLIAMENT IN Australia is debating legisla-
tion that would require Google and Facebook
toenter into payment negotiations with media
companies for using their content, with anar-
biter mandated to adjudicate in the event an
agreement cannot be reached.

The Internet companies have pushed back
against the legislation — and the fight is being
watched around the world, given the impact
the outcome could have across geographies,
includinginIndia. Thereis also renewed focus
on a template that has been rolled out with
some success in South Korea.

Nearly four years previously, Naver, South
Korea’s most popular news site and biggest
search engine, had thrashed out an unusual
model for working with Korean news publish-
ers — designating some 125 outlets as “Naver
News in-link partners”, and paying them for
published stories on Naver. Another 500 odd
news outlets are unpaid “search partners”. The
total payout was over $40 million in 2017.

While this may not be the perfect model —
news outlets have generally been unsatisfied
with their share; also, there has been contro-
versy recently over allegations that Naver ma-
nipulated the ranking of articles critical of
South Korea’s top football association on the
latter's request — the template remains oper-
ationalina nation where nearly 85 per cent of
the population accesses news online.

The fight in Australia

Google last week threatened to remove its
search engine from Australia. Facebook said it
could block Australian users from posting or
sharing news links if the proposed norms on
royalty payments were put into operation.

Representatives of the tech majors ap-
peared at a Senate hearing in Canberra last
Friday. They argued that the media industry
was already benefiting from traffic routed to
them by the digital platforms, and that the pro-
posed rules would expose them to “unman-
ageablelevels of financial and operational risk”.

Firms’ response elsewhere

Bloomberg and some other media outlets
have reported that Facebook plans to launch
its news tab feature (available in the US since
2019) in the UK, with likely tie-ups with The
Guardian, The Economist,and The Independent.
And Googleis rolling out its news offering plat-
form, Google News Showcase.

Both these platforms aim to formalise pay-
ment pacts with news outlets. In a statement

Mel Silva, managing director of Google Australia and New Zealand, appears viaa
video link during a Senate inquiry in Canberra on Friday. AAP image via AP

last week, Google said that News Showcase —
which features story panels that allow partic-
ipating publishers to package the stories that
appear within Google’s news products — has
on board more than 450 publications across a
dozen countries, including Le Monde, Le Figaro,
and Libération in France; El Cronista and La
Gaceta in Argentina; TAG24 and Sachsische
Zeitung in Germany; and Jornal do Commercio
from Pernambuco in Brazil.

Google had announced in December 2020
thatit would “soon start offering people access
to paywalled content in partnership with select
news publishers”.Ithad said it would pay par-
ticipating partners to provide limited access to
paywalled content for News Showcase users.

Last Thursday, Google said it will pay news
publications in France for the use of their con-
tentonline. The tech major and APIG, a French
news media group, said in a joint statement
that after months of talks, they had agreed on
the principles on which news publications
should be compensated for the distribution of
their content on Google platforms.

However, Google’s first response to France
adopting the EU copyright rules was to stop
displaying news snippets — until the French
competition regulator stepped in, in October
last year. Google also pulled the plug on its
Google News service in Spain, which made
payments to publishers mandatory.

The core issue

Paying for news feed initself appears tobe
less of an issue for the tech giants, given that
Google entered the agreement to pay news

publications in France just hours before threat-
ening to remove its search functions in
Australia. The fightin Australiais evidently cen-
tred on how much control these companies
would be able to retain on their payout process
— operational aspects such as deciding the
quantum of payments for news feed sources,
and having to reveal changes in their algo-
rithms. The hefty fines proposed by Canberra
are being seen as an added problem.

There is no denying that tough action by
regulators has been behind the moves by
Facebook and Google to launch platforms such
as the proposed news tab and Showcase, un-
like Naver’s largely voluntary action in Korea.

European authorities have specifically
linked payments to copyright, without putting
aforcing device into the agreements. Australia’s
code, on the other hand, is almost entirely fo-
cused on the bargaining power of news outlets
vis-a-vis the tech majors, and has some coer-
cive featuresas well. Itis more of acompetition
issuein Australia, of power equations between
traditional news outlets and tech platforms,
with the question of abuse of dominance by the
latter hanging in the balance.

Australianregulators had initially proposed
a voluntary code of conduct, but have since
stepped up pressure. Australia’s competition
regulator has warned that the planned laws to
force Google and Facebook to pay for news
content were “likely just the start of more reg-
ulation for digital platforms”.

“This bargaining code is a journey;, if we
see market power elsewhere, we can add
them to the code,” Australian Competitionand

Consumer Commission Chairman Rod Sims
said in an interview to Reuters. In France too,
the competition watchdog FCA had last year
issued strictures to big tech companies. FCA
had deemed Google’s move to withdraw
news snippets as “unfair and damaging to the
press sector”, and also likely to constitute an
abuse of market dominance.

The debate in India

Policymakers in India have so far focused
on the dominance of intermediaries such as
Google and Facebook, which are positioned in
away that service providers cannot reach cus-
tomers except through these platforms.

The tussles in Australia and elsewhere
could have broader implications for the regu-
lation of the digital economy in India in the
longer term. A substantial discussion on the
impact of intermediary platforms on the
health of news media outlets is yet to com-
mence in any meaningful way here.

According to a FICCI-EY report on India’s
mediaand entertainment sector for 2020, there
are 300 million users of online news sites, por-
tals and aggregators in the country — making
up approximately 46% of Internet usersand 77%
of smartphone usersinIndiaattheend of 2019.

With 282 million unique visitors, India is
the second largest online news consuming na-
tion after China. In India, digital advertising
spends in 2019 grew 24% year-on-year to Rs
27900 crore, according to EY estimates, and are
expected to grow to Rs 51,340 crore by 2022.

Globally, Facebook and Google together
command 61% of the market share in digital
ad spends, according to Edelweiss Research;
Google leads with 37%. In a separate note,
Edelweiss said it expected digital spends to be
further accelerated, led by a substantial jump
in online activity accentuated by Covid-19.

Other major news aggregators in India are
Dailyhunt, the parent company of which (VerSe
Innovation) has raised funding from Google and
Microsoft,and the Tiger Global-backed InShorts.
AccordingtoaJanuary 2020 report by Harvard
University’s Nieman Lab, publishers were ini-
tially paid betweenRs 5-6 lakh monthly for con-
tent hosted on Dailyhunt —but they started go-
ing off the platform after terms were changed.
The reportnoted that Malayala Manoramawas
one of the first big publishers to exit Dailyhunt
in2017.Evenwithout the conversationinIndia
reaching the point where news aggregators are
mandated to make payments to publishers,
startups such as Dailyhunt and InShorts are yet
to find a sustainable revenue model.

EXPERT EXPLAINS will appear tomorrow.

Why Biden’s exercise bike set off security chatter

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

INTHE weeks leading up to US President Joe
Biden’s swearing-in, cybersecurity experts
examined whether his Peloton bike — a piece
of exercise equipment — would be permit-
ted inside the White House. They eventually
concluded the bike was safe, according to
media reports from the US.

So, what is the Peloton bike?

Made by the Peloton company, it is an
Internet-connected, stationary, indoor cy-
cling bike with cameras, microphones and
tablets attached, so its riders can livestream
fitness classes and communicate with one
another. Priced at upward of $2,500 (around
Rs 1.8 lakh), it is made of carbon steel and alu-

minium and weighs around 60 kg. Users are
also required to pay $39 (around Rs 2,895)
per month for Peloton’s live and on-demand
classes.

Apart from Biden, revealed on his podcast
that he was an active user of the Peloton bike
and had purchased one during the lockdown
to stay active, the Obamas and actress Kate
Hudson are also fans of the bike. Today, the
company, and its exercise bike in particular,
have a cult following across the United States.

Why did it come under security
scrutiny?

The Peloton tablet is connected to the
Internet and comes fitted with cameras and
microphones that allow riders to hear and
see each other if they so choose. A report by
Popular Mechanics magazine warned that the
bike could be seen by the Secret Service as a

The
Peloton
bike has
many fans
in the US

security threat, as hackers could potentially
access Biden and the White House through
the bike.

Adisclaimer on the Peloton site reads: "At
Peloton, we consider the security of our sys-
tems and the best interest of our members a
top priority. However, no matter how much
effort we put into system security, there can

still be vulnerabilities present. Because of this
we are looking to the security community to
help us meet this top priority through pro-
grams like responsible disclosure.”

So, will Biden’s Peloton bike be
permitted in the White House?

Cybersecurity experts have reportedly
said that if Biden really wants to bring his
Peloton bike to the White House, he can. But
it will have to be massively stripped down
by the Secret Service and National Security
Agency (NSA) first.

“... really, cybersecurity experts say, If
Biden wants his bike, he can surely have it,
though it might bear little resemblance to
the off-the-assembly-line version after the
Secret Service and the National Security
Agency are finished with it,” The New York
Times reported.

A cloth called risa: part of Tripura culture, set to be a national brand

woven. Handloom remains an integral part

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA, JANUARY 24

TRIPURA CHIEF Minister Biplab Kumar Deb
and his government have been promoting
the traditional risa, a handwoven cloth used
by the state’s indigenous communities, as
a signature identity of the state. The risa is
being branded under the India Handloom
Brand, Deb announced recently.

So,whatisarisa?

The traditional Tripuri female attire com-
prises three parts — risa, rignai and rikutu.

Risa is a handwoven cloth used as a fe-
male upper garment, and also as headgear,
a stole, or a present to express respect. As
anupper garment, it is wrapped around the
torso twice.

Rignai is primarily worn as the lower
garment and literally translates into ‘to
wear’. It can be understood as an indigenous
variety of the sari of mainland India.

Rituku is mainly used as a wrap, or like
a‘chunri’ or a ‘pallu’ of the Indian saree. It is
also used to cover the head of newly mar-
ried Tripuri women.

These garments were traditionally hand-

of the Tripuri household, even with the ad-
ventof powerloom-manufactured garments.

What is the government doing to
promote the risa?

For several years, the risa has already
been in circulation as an honorary stole
among indigenous community leaders and
tribal political leaders. Chief Minister Deb
has been sporting a risa on his shoulders
ever since he started campaigning as a BJP
Mahasampark Abhiyan convener way back
in 2015. Today, many of his party func-
tionaries are seen with the risa.

On Kokborok Day (which celebrates the
indigenous language of that name) earlier
this month, Deb posted photos on social
media of himself wearing a risa and ap-
pealed to others to promote tribal crafts-
manship. Days later, at the plenary of the
North East Council at Shillong, Deb said his
government is emphasising production and
marketing of indigenous handloom and
handicrafts products to follow the Prime
Minister’s “Vocal for local” call.

Why is the risa important?
Wovenin colourful designs and worn as

an upper garment, the risa also has a host
of crucial, social and religious utilities.
Adolescent Tripuri girls are first given arisa
to wear in an event called Risa Sormani, at
age 12to 14.

Therisais used inreligious festivals such
as Garia Puja by tribal communities, a tur-
ban by men during weddings and festivals,
acummerbund over the dhoti, a head scarf
by young girls and boys, and a muffler dur-
ing winters. The cloth is also used as a
makeshift hanger to hold an infant on the
mother’s backs. And it is presented as a
mark of honour to distinguished recipients.

Risa is common in almost all 19 indige-
nous tribal communities of Tripura.
However, each community has its own de-
signs.

How long has the risa been part of
Tripura’s traditions?

The complete Tripuri attire is claimed to
have originated even before the time of the
Manikya kings, who ruled Tripura for over
500 years starting from the 15th century.
Although the history is contested, Maharaj
Trilochana, aka Subhrai Raja is said to have
invented nearly 250 designs of rignai during
his time for his 250 wives.

Risa is the handwoven cloth draped
around the upper body.
Tribal Research and Cultural Institute

Today, the risa is undergoing changes
due to competition with powerloom-man-
ufactured products available at cheaper
rates.

The garmentis made in handloom or loin

looms at homes, usually not more than one
or two pieces in a month. Most of this art is
handed down through generations.
However, many of the designs were lost with
the passage of time, and only a few remain.

What will branding mean?

Tripura’s ruling BJP-IPFT government
claims that due to apathy of previous gov-
ernments, skilled Tripuri craftsmen and
weavers were not being able to sell their
products internationally and suffered finan-
cially.

The current government aims to pro-
mote risa nationally as Tripura’s signature
garment, besides providing uniforms to an-
ganwadi and ASHA workers.

The government is also focusing on de-
signs. At a training camp of handloom
weavers in Mandai village last year, organ-
ised by the Tripura Handloom and
Handicrafts Development Corporation, one
handwoven risa had the Tripurasundari
Temple onit, said Aparna Debbarma, an ex-
ecutive of Mandai Handloom Cluster. The
temple has been the epicentre of the BJP-
led government’s tourism policy; the de-
sign was provided by Weavers Service
Centre at Agartala.

New Delhi

Pradyot Kishore Manikya Debbarma of
the erstwhile royal family, too, has wel-
comed the move to promote tribal hand-
loom products. However, with the Tripura
Autonomous District Council polls coming,
branding indigenous clothing should not be
relegated to political gimmicks, he said.

What is being done to support
weavers?

The Handloom and Handicrafts
Directorate has marketed their productsin
expo and industry fairs in Agartala, among
whom a few represented Tripura in Delhi
and Guwabhati etc. Balai Goswami, chairper-
son of the Tripura Handloom & Handicrafts
Development Corporation Ltd, said The
government is preparing a team of weavers
to represent Tripura at the National
Handloom Expo in Delhi in February this
year. The risa with temple designs is set to
be displayed there.

As of 2018, Tripura had 1,37,177 hand-
loom weavers, according to the National
Handloom Census, with 60 handloom clus-
ters. They receive benefits from the National
Cooperative Development Corporation.
However, only a handful of them work ex-
clusively on traditional tribal handloom.
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Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez

UNITED STATES

Man charged
with threatening
to ‘assassinate’

Ocasio-Cortez

Dallas: A 34-year-old
Texas man has been ar-
rested for allegedly taking
partin the storming of the
US Capitol this month and
posting violent threats, in-
cluding a call to assassi-
nate Democratic Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
of New York. Garret Miller,
who is from the Dallas
suburb of Richardson, was
arrested on Friday after
being named in a five-
count federal complaint.
Authorities say he called
for violence in online
posts, including a tweet
that simply read
“Assassinate AOC,” a ref-
erence to Ocasio-Cortez.
AP

THE NETHERLANDS
‘Asia’s El Chapo’
arrestedin
Amsterdam

Amsterdam: Dutch police
said on Saturday they had
arrested the alleged
leader of a sprawling
Asian drug syndicate who
is listed as one of the
world’s most-wanted
fugitives and has been
compared to Mexican
drug lord Joaquin “El
Chapo” Guzman. Tse Chi
Lop, a Chinese-born
Canadian national, was
detained on Friday at the
request of Australian po-
lice, wholed an investiga-
tion that found his organ-
isation dominates the $70
billion-a-year Asia-Pacific
drug trade, Dutch police
spokesman  Thomas
Aling said. REUTERS

NIGERIA
Pirateskidnap 15
sailorsinattack
on Turkish ship

Istanbul: Pirates off
Nigeria’s coast kidnapped
15 sailors from a Turkish
container ship in the Gulf
of Guinea on Saturday in
a brazen and violent at-
tack that was farther from
shore than usual. One
sailor was killed in the
raid, an Azerbaijani citi-
zen, while those kid-
napped are from Turkey,
according to the respec-
tive governments and a
crew list obtained by
Reuters.Turkish President
Tayyip Erdogan’s office
said on Sunday he was or-
chestrating officials in the
“rescue of kidnapped
ship personnel”.
REUTERS

Turmoil in Nepal ruling party as

Prachanda group

SHIRISH BPRADHAN
KATHMANDU, JANUARY 24

PRIME MINISTER K P Sharma Oli
was expelled from the primary
membership of the Nepal
Communist Party by the splinter
faction led by Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’ on Sunday for
alleged anti-party activities, fur-
ther intensifying the infighting
within the ruling party.

The decision was taken at the
Standing Committee meeting of
the faction led by former Prime
Ministers Prachanda and
Madhav Kumar Nepal at
Parisdanda in Koteshwor after
Ol failed to give explanation to
his recent moves as sought by
party leadership, said Ganesh
Shah, a senior standing commit-
tee member of the party.

Earlier in December, the
splinter group had removed 68-
year-old Oli, one of the two
chairmen of the ruling party, as
the co-chair. Madhav Nepal was
named as the party's second
chairman. Prachanda is the first
chairman of the party.

The Prachanda-led factionon
January 15 sought clarification
from Oli alleging that he was car-
rying out activities that go
against the party’s policies. The
faction decided to remove Oli
even from the ordinary mem-
bership of the party after he
chose not to furnish any clarifi-

K P Sharma Oli and Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’

cation, party sources said.

Oli had been accused of vio-
lating party statute by the splin-
ter group.

There is a provision of disci-
plinary action in party's
Constitutionin case of publicac-
tivities against the party's prin-
ciples, programmes, policies and
legal system, factionalism and
conspiracy within the party, vio-
lation of party decision, lack of
loyalty and trust in the party,
breach of confidentiality, accord-
ing to party sources.

The latest political develop-
ment came two days after the
NCP’s splinter faction led a mas-
sive anti-government rally, say-
ing the “unconstitutional” disso-
lution of the Parliament by Oli
has posed serious threats to the
country's hard-earned federal
democratic republic system.

Prachanda last week said
thatby dissolving the House, Oli
has dealt a blow to the

Awoman casts her ballot in Lisbon. Reuters

Portugal holds polls
amid a pandemic surge

BARRYHATTON
LISBON, JANUARY 24

PORTUGAL HELD a presidential
election Sunday, with the mod-
erate incumbent candidate
strongly favored to earn a second
five-year term as a devastating
Covid-19 surge grips the
European Union nation.

The head of state in Portugal
has no legislative powers, which
lie with parliament and the gov-
ernment, but is an influential
voice in running of the country.

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, 72,
is regarded as the clear front-
runner among seven candidates.
He is an affable law professor
and former television personal-
ity who as president has consis-
tently had an approval rating of
60 per cent or more.

Towin, acandidate must cap-
ture more than 50 per cent of the
vote. But a severe surge in coron-
avirus infectionscould keep the
turnout low and perhaps lead to
aFebruary 14 runoff between the
two top candidates.

Portugal has the world's
highest rates of new daily infec-

SPAIN MILITARY
COMMANDER SKIPS
VACCINE LINE,
FORCED TOQUIT

Madrid: Spain's top military
commander has been forced
to resign after he and other
high-ranking officers vio-
lated established protocols
and received the Covid-19
vaccine ahead of time.
Spain's defense ministry
confirmed to The Associated
Press on Saturday that
Minister Margarita Robles
had accepted the resigna-
tion of Chief of Staff Gen.
Miguel Angel Villarroya. AP

tions and deaths, according to a
tally by Johns Hopkins
University, and the public health
system is under huge strain.
Prime Minister Antonio
Costa, in a tweet, urged people
to turn out for the ballot, saying
that “unprecedented planning”
had gone into ensuring that the
vote can take place safely. AP

Constitution as well as the dem-
ocratic republic system which
has been established in the
country through seven decades
of struggle by the people.

Madhav Nepal, who last
month replaced Oli as the chair-
man of the party by Prachanda-
led faction, said that the
Constitution has not given rights
to the prime minister to dissolve
Parliament.

Nepal plunged into a politi-
cal crisis on December 20 after
Oli, known for his pro-China
leanings, in a surprise move dis-
solved Parliament, amidst a tus-
sle for power with Prachanda.

His move to dissolve the 275-
member House sparked protests
from a large section of the NCP
led by Prachanda, also a co-chair
of the ruling party.

Oli, whois the chairperson of
a faction of the NCP, has said he
was forced to dissolve the House
after knowing that the

expels PM Ol

Prachanda-led faction was plan-
ning to file a no-confidence mo-
tion against him and introduce
animpeachment motion against
President Bidya Devi Bhandari.

Oli-led CPN-UML and
Prachanda-led NCP (Maoist
Centre) merged in May 2018 to
form the Nepal Communist Party
following victory of their alliance
in the 2017 general elections.

Afteravertical splitin the rul-
ing party following the dissolu-
tion of the House, both the fac-
tions, one led by Oli and another
led by Prachanda, have submit-
ted separate applications at the
Election Commission claiming
that their faction is the genuine
party and asked to provide them
the election symbol of the party.
However, the Election
Commission is yet to decide the
matter.

In December, China sent a
four-member high-level delega-
tion to Nepal to prevent a split
within the NCP. The team - led by
a Vice minister of the Chinese
Communist Party, Guo Yezhou -
held separate meetings with
several top NCP leaders before
returning home without much
success in its mission.

India has described Oli’s sud-
den decision to dissolve
Parliament and call for fresh
elections as an “internal matter”
and said that it is for the country
to decide as per its democratic
processes. PTI

As China-Taiwan tension rises,
US warships sail into region

REUTERS
TAIPEI, JANUARY 24

AUS aircraft carrier group led by
the USS Theodore Roosevelt has
entered the South China Sea to
promote “freedom of the seas”,
the US military said on Sunday,
at a time when tensions be-
tween China and Taiwan have
raised concern in Washington.

USIndo-Pacific Command
said in a statement the strike
group entered the South China
Sea on Saturday, the same day
Taiwan reported a large incur-
sion of Chinese bombers and
fighter jets into its air defence
identification zone in the vicinity
of the Pratas Islands.

The US military said the car-
rier strike group was in the South
China Sea, alarge part of whichis
claimed by China, to conduct
routine operations “to ensure
freedom of the seas, build part-
nerships that foster maritime se-
curity”.

“After sailing through these
waters throughout my 30-year
career, it's great to be in the
South China Sea again, conduct-
ing routine operations, promot-
ing freedom of the seas, and re-
assuring allies and partners,”
Rear Adm. Doug Verissimo, com-
mander of the strike group, was
quoted as saying.”

With two-thirds of the
world’s trade travelling through
this very important region, it is
vital that we maintain our pres-
ence and continue to promote

Biden administration to
unveil more climate policies

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 24

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden'’s ad-
ministration next week will re-
lease more policies it believes are
needed to tackle climate change
and is urging China to toughen
one of its targets on greenhouse
gas emissions, his top climate
advisers said on Saturday.

Gina McCarthy, the White
House’s national climate adviser,
did not say what policies would
be released. A memo seen by
Reuters on Thursday showed
Biden will unveil a second round
of executive orders as soon as Jan.
27 that include an omnibus or-
der to combat climate change do-
mestically and elevate the issue
as a national security priority.

“We've already sent signals
on the things that we don't like
that we're going to roll back, but
this week you’re going to see us
move forward with what's the
vision of the future,” McCarthy
told a virtual meeting of the U.S.
Conference of Mayors.

JoeBiden

Biden, a Democrat who took
office on January 20, quickly is-
sued executive orders canceling
the Keystone XL pipeline that
would import tar sands oil from
Canada and rejoining the 2015
Paris climate agreement.

Both of those moves reversed
former President Donald
Trump’s policies. During his four
yearsin office, Trump rolled back
about 100 regulations on climate
and the environment as he pur-
sued a policy of “energy domi-
nance” to maximize output and
exports of oil, gas and coal.

John Kerry, Biden'’s special

climate envoy, said a recent
pledge by China, the world’s top
greenhouse gas emitter, was
“not good enough.” In
September, Chinese President Xi
Xingping set a goal for his coun-
try to become carbon neutral by
2060, 10 years after the 2050
time frame favored by most
countries, while also pledging a
more ambitious short-term goal
on emissions.

As secretary of state under
former President Barack Obama
in 2015, Kerry helped bring
China to the table at the UN. cli-
mate conference in Paris. Now,
the Biden administration has be-
gun to apply diplomatic pressure
on countries to work harder on
climate, said Kerry.

Tackling climate change did
not mean a diminishment of
lifestyle, such as driving less or not
beingable to eat meat, he said. The
Biden administration, mayorsand
other local leaders will have to
persuade Americans that curbing
climate change “canbe the great-
est economic transformation in
global history,” Kerry said.

The USS Theodore Roosevelt. Reuters File

Tensionsrise
daysinto
Biden

@ presidency

EXPLAINED

CHINA VIEWS democrat-
ically ruled Taiwan as its
own territory, and hasin
the past few months in-
creased military activity
near the island.

The US, like most
countries, has no formal
diplomatic ties with
Taiwan, but is bound by
law to provide the island
with the means to de-
fend itself. Joe Biden was
sworn into office only on
Wednesday. His admin-
istration says its commit-
ment to Taiwan is “rock-
solid”.

the rules-based order which has
allowed us all to prosper,”
Verissimo said in the statement.

The announcement comes
just days after Joe Biden was
sworn in as US president.
Biden’s nominee for secretary of
state, Antony Blinken, told his
Senate confirmation hearing on
Tuesday there was “no doubt”
China posed the most signifi-
cant challenge to the US of any
nation.

China has repeatedly com-
plained about US Navy ships get-
ting close to Chinese-occupied
islands in the South China Sea.

The Theodore Roosevelt is
being accompanied by the
Ticonderoga-class guided-mis-
sile cruiser USS Bunker Hill, and
the Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyers USS Russell
and USS John Finn, the US state-
ment said.

Eleven trapped miners
rescued in China after
14 days underground

AUSTIN RAMZY
HONG KONG, JANUARY 24

TWO WEEKS after an explosion
left a group of miners trapped
2,000 feet below ground in the
Chinese province of Shandong,
at least 11 were found alive and
lifted to the surface on Sunday.

The first rescued miner was
brought to the surface at 11.13
am Sunday, according to officials
in Yantai, a city near the small
town where the mine is located.
Rescue personnel applauded as
he was brought to the surface,
according to video broadcast by
Xinhua, the state-run news
agency. The miner was lifted into
anambulance and immediately
taken to a hospital. He was “ex-
tremely weak,” the Yantai city
government said on an official
social media account.

In the afternoon, rescuers
continued bringing miners to
the surface in groups of two or
three. The later groups also wore

Russia: US comments on protests support law-breaking

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MOSCOW, JANUARY 24

THE SPOKESMAN for Russian
President Vladimir Putin said the
US Embassy's statements about
the nationwide protests, in
which more than 3,500 people
reportedly were arrested, inter-
fere in the country's domestic af-
fairs and encourage Russians to
break the law.

Dmitry Peskov made the crit-

icism Sunday, a day after protests
took place across the country de-
manding the release of jailed op-
position leader Alexei Navalny,
Putin’'s most well-known critic.
During the protests, embassy
spokeswoman Rebecca Ross
said on Twitter that “the US sup-
ports the right of all people to
peaceful protest, freedom of ex-
pression. Steps being taken by
Russian authorities are sup-
pressing those rights.” The em-
bassy also tweeted a State

Department statement calling
for Navalny's release.

Peskov said the statements
“indirectly constitute absolute
interference in our internal af-
fairs” and are “direct support for
the violation of the law of the
Russian Federation, support for
unauthorised actions.”

The protests attracted thou-
sands of people in Russia's ma-
jor cities, including an estimated
15,000 in Moscow, and demon-
strations occurred in scores of

other cities. Peskov, however,
dismissed the turnout as in-
significant. “Now many will say
that many people came out for
the illegal actions. No, few peo-
ple came out; many people vote
for Putin,” he said.

Navalny was arrested on
January 17 when he returned to
Russia from Germany, where
had been recovering from severe
nerve-agent poisoning that he
blames on the Kremlin and that
Russian authorities deny.

Arab Spring exiles look back 10 years after Egypt uprising

SYLVIAHUI
LONDON, JANUARY 24

THE EGYPTIANS who took to the
streets on January 25,2011, knew
what they were doing. They
knew they risked arrest and
worse. But as their numbers
swelled in Cairo’s central Tahrir
Square, they tasted success.

Police forces backed off, and
within days, former President
Hosni Mubarak agreed to de-
mands to step down.

Butevents didn’t turn out the
way many of the protesters en-
visioned. A decade later, thou-
sands are estimated to have fled
abroad to escape the govern-
ment of President Abdel Fattah
el-Sissi that is considered even
more oppressive. The significant
loss of academics, artists, jour-

nalists and other intellectuals
has, along with a climate of fear,
hobbled any political opposition.

Dr Mohamed Aboelgheit
was among those jailed in Assiut
in 2011 after joining calls for re-
volt against police brutality and
Mubarak. Released amid the
chaos, he reveled in the atmos-
phere of political freedomin the
Arab world’s most populous
country — protesting, working
asajournalistand joining a cam-
paign for a moderate presiden-
tial candidate. But it did not last.

Interim military rulers fol-
lowed Mubarak. In 2012,
Mohamed Morsi, a member of
Egypt’s most powerful Islamist
group, the Muslim Brotherhood,
was elected as the first civilian
president in the country’s his-
tory. But his tenure proved divi-
sive. Amid massive protests, the

Egyptians celebrate the fall of Hosni Mubarak’s regime at
Cairo’s Tahrir Square in February 2011. APFile

military — led by then-Defense
Minister el-Sissi — removed
Morsi in 2013, dissolved parlia-
mentand eventually banned the
Brotherhood as a “terrorist

group.” A crackdown on dissent
ensued, and el-Sissi won two
terms in elections that human
rights groups criticized as unde-
mocratic.

“I began to feel, by degree,
more fear and threats,”
Aboelgheit said. Friends were
jailed, his writings critical of the
government drew attention, and
“I wasn’t going to wait until it
happened to me,” he added.

After el-Sissi came to power,
Aboelgheit left for London,
where he’s published investiga-
tive reports on other parts of the
Arab world.

At his former home in Egypt,
national security agents asked
about him. When Aboelgheit’s
wife last returned to visit rela-
tives, she was summoned for
questioning about his activities.
The message was clear.

Data from the World Bank
shows an increase in emigres
from Egypt since 2011. A total of
3,444,832 left in 2017 — nearly
60,000 more than in 2013, the

years for which figures are avail-
able. But it’s impossible to tell
economic migrants from politi-
cal exiles.

They relocated to Berlin, Paris
and London. Egyptians also have
settled in Turkey, Qatar, Sudan
and even Asian countries like
Malaysia and South Korea.

Human Rights Watch esti-
mated in 2019 that there were
60,000 political prisoners in
Egypt. The Committee to Protect
Journalists ranks Egypt third, be-
hind China and Turkey, in detain-
ing journalists.

El-Sissi maintains Egypt has
no political prisoners. The arrest
of a journalist or a rights worker
makes news roughly every
month. Many people have been
imprisoned on terrorism
charges, for breaking a ban on
protests or for disseminating

New Delhi

false news. Others remain in in-
definite pretrial detentions.

El-Sissi maintains Egypt is
holding backIslamic extremism
so it doesn’t descend into chaos
like its neighbors.

“Sissi wants not only to abro-
gate the rights of the opposition
and to prevent any critical voice
from being uttered, Sissi doesn’t
actually believe, not only in the
opposition, but he doesn’t be-
lieve in politics,” said Khaled
Fahmy, an Egyptian professor of
modern Middle Eastern History
at Cambridge University.

A government press officer
did not respond to a request for
comment on targeting and in-
timidating Egyptians — either
abroad or at home — based on
their work as journalists, ac-
tivists or academics, or for ex-
pressing political opinions. AP

Rescuers carry a miner who
was trapped in a mine in

China's Qixia City. AP/PTI

eye coverings for protection af-
ter such a prolonged period
without sunlight. Some were
carried out, but others appeared
tobein better health and able to
walk with assistance.

The January 10 blast at the
Hushan gold mine near Yantai
trapped 22 miners. A note sent
up by the miners said that 11
were trapped in one section, one
in another and 10 were unac-
counted for. NYT

Ageing dams in
India, US, other
nations pose
growing threat:
UN report

YOSHITASINGH
NEW YORK, JANUARY 24

OVER A thousand large dams in
India will be roughly 50 years old
in2025 and such aging structures
across the world pose a growing
threat, according to a UN report
which notes that by 2050, most
people on Earth will live down-
stream of tens of thousands of
dams built in the 20th century.

The report, titled ‘Ageing wa-
ter infrastructure: An emerging
global risk’ and compiled by
United Nations University's
Canadian-based Institute for
Water, Environment and Health,
says most of the 58,700 large
dams worldwide were con-
structed between 1930and 1970
withadesign life of 50-100 years.

It said at 50 years, a large con-
crete dam “would most proba-
bly begin to express signs of age-
ing.” Ageing signs include
increasing cases of dam failures,
progressively increasing costs of
dam repair and maintenance, in-
creasing reservoir sedimenta-
tion, and loss of a dam's func-
tionality and effectiveness,

The analysis includes dam
decommissioning or ageing case
studies from the US, France,
Canada, India, Japan, and Zambia
and Zimbabwe. PTI
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EcoNOMY

Marker WaTCH
FPIs INVEST 18,456 CR IN JAN SO FAR

New Delhi: Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) remained net buyers to
the tune of Rs 18,456 crore from January 1-22, as global liquidity led to
continued investment in emerging markets. As per depositories data,
FPIs pumped in Rs 24469 crore into equities. PTI

UNLIKE IN PREVIOUS TWO QUARTERS, MOST COMPANIES SEE REVENUE GROWTH

03:IndiaInc posts good report cardon
festive rush, rising commodity prices

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

FESTIVE FERVOUR, a sharprisein
commodity prices, a base effect
and stupendous performances
from IT majors have combined to
make for a good Q3FY21 report
card. Earnings season thus far has
been full of surprises with most
companies beating Street esti-
mates. Unlike in Q1 and Q2, this
time around almost all companies
have grown their revenues
smartly,some by pushing through
bigger volumes but many by tak-
ing price increases to pass on the
higher cost of inputs.

Thanks to rising steel prices
globally and a pick-upinlocal de-
mand,JSW Steel reported a21 per
centyear-on-yearrise inrevenues.

SECTOR WATCH
ELECTRONICS

AtUltratech, volumes were up 14
per cent y-0-y on the back of de-
mand from rural and urban hous-
ing and government-led infra-
structure. Bajaj Auto cashed in on
an 8 per centy-o-y improvement
innetaverage selling prices. Again,
volumes at Asian Paints jumped
an astonishing 33 per cent y-0-y,
pushing up revenues by nearly 27
per cent on-year on the back of
both pent-up and festive demand.

Again, several larger organised
sector companies were able to
take away business from smaller
players whose supply chains were
disrupted. Even though they came
offalow base, revenues atHavell’'s
rose a remarkable 39 per cent
y-0-yasthe company gained mar-
ket share from smaller players.
The headline numbers, fora sam-
ple of 184 companies (excluding

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 24

THE MINISTRY of Electronics
and Information Technology
has floated an expression of in-
terest (Eol ) seeking bids from
agencies for conductinganim-
pact study on the business of
refurbished, repaired, second
hand or unregistered multi-
function displays (MFDs).

MFDs are small cathode
ray tube or liquid crystal dis-
play screens used in printers,
photocopiers, cameras, aircraft
or other information display
systems and have soft buttons
which can respond to user
queries.

“The selected agency will
have to furnish all these details
within 120 days of the ap-
proval of their bid. The raw
data and the findings of the
survey will be scrutinised by
the ministry before the final
report is placed in public do-
main,” a senior official said.

The impact study, to be
conducted by the IT Ministry
across 18 major state capitals
and 18 tier-2 and tier-3 cities,
aims to check several factors
such as their viability in India,
the presence of refurbished
displays in tier-2 and tier-3
towns, the global innovation
ecosystem, and the e-waste
being generated due toimport
of MFDs. Apart from these, the
ministry is also looking to esti-
mate the export and import of
MFDs from tier-2 and tier-3
towns and the employment
such businesses generate.

The impact assessment is
a part of the ministry’s um-
brella plan to develop a sup-
porting innovation and manu-
facturing ecosystem around
mobile manufacturing units.

The Production-Linked
Incentive scheme, notified on
April 1 last year, aims to give
incentives of 4-6 per cent to
electronics companies which
manufacture mobile phones.

IT Min invites bids
for impact study
on multi-function
display business

[talsoaims to give some incen-
tives to companies that man-
ufacture small electronics
equipment like transistors,
diodes, thyristors, resistors, ca-
pacitors and nano-electronic
components such as micro
electromechanical systems.

Last December, the MeitY
had decided to come up with
a policy aimed at promoting
3D printing on an industrial
scale and helping domestic
companies “overcome techni-
cal and economic barriers” so
that they can build supportive
and ancillary facilities for
world leaders in the technol-
ogy, such as the US and China.

3D printing or additive
manufacturing uses com-
puter-aided designing to
make prototypes or working
models of objects by laying
down successive layers of ma-
terials such as plastic, resin,
thermoplastic, metal, fiber or
ceramic. With the help of a
software, the model to be
printed is first developed by a
computer, which then gives
instructions to the 3D printer.

Apart from 3D printing,
the ministry has also floated
anEol toinvite companies that
can assist in recycling and re-
furbishing of end-of-life
lithium-ion batteries as well
as printed circuit boards
(PCBs).The aim of the lithium-
ion battery recycling projectis
to contain the import of raw
materials used for their man-
ufacturing of such batteries
and PCBs, as well as contain
the e-waste generated by elec-
tronics gadgets using these
components. At present, the
Centre does not have any facil-
ity for processing, recycling, or
refurbishing of end-of-life
lithium-ion batteries or
printed circuit boards.

India produced 2.6 kg e-
waste per capitain 2019, while
it has around 312 authorised
e-waste recyclers, as per data
from Global E-Waste Monitor,
released in July 2020.

BRIEFLY

660 crorefor
MadhyaPradesh

New Delhi: The Finance
Ministry said Sunday it has
allocated an additional Rs
660 crore to Madhya Prad-
esh for capital expenditure.

Reliance spins
off 02Cbiz

Mumbai: Mukesh Ambani’s
Reliance Industries has com-
pleted spin-off of the firm’s
oil-to-chemical (02C) busi-
ness into a new unit, the
company said. PTI

STEEPFALLIN
REVENUES FORRIL

B The headline
numbers, for asample
of 184 companies
(excluding banks and
financials) though, are
skewed by the steep
22%year-on-year fallin
the revenues of
Reliance Industries

banks and financials) though, are
skewed by the steep 22 per cent
y-o-y fall in the revenues of
Reliance Industries (RIL).

Evenas revenues rose,compa-
nies continued to cut costs and
thataided margin expansion. Bajaj

Auto, for instance reported a 27
per cent y-0-y increase ebitda as
it optimized fixed cost and spent
less on employee costs. Thanks
partly to better cost controls
Avenue Supermarts was able to
expand EBITDA margins by 2 bps
y-0-y. With expenditure contract-
ingmore than the fallinrevenues
operating profit margins for the
same expanded 500 bps y-o-y.To
be sureabigjumpinotherincome
also boosted profits.

Retailers were among the
worst hit post the pandemic but,
with store operations nearing nor-
malcy, Avenue Supermarts
bounced back to post a good in-
crease in revenues of 10 per cent
y-0-y with demand for general
merchandise picking up.
Discretionary spends, however,
don’t seem to have seen as sharp

arecovery. At Shoppers’ Stop, foot-
falls were down 50 per centy-o-y
resultinginafallin revenues of 32
per cent y-o-y although many of
the restrictions had been eased.

TheIT pack putonaspectacu-
lar show posting strong revenues
and margins on the back of robust
spendingby clients,aramping up
of large deals and what analysts
are calling a ‘budget flush’.

Managements sound confi-
dent they can keep up the good
work given the big deal wins
they've seen. Infosys has raised
FY20-21 revenue guidance to4.5-
5 per cent from 2-3 per cent ear-
lier; CEO Salil Parikh said the com-
pany was gaining market sharein
a growing pie. In a quarter in
which it took wage hikes, TCS re-
ported strong EBIT margins of
26.6 per cent. FE

‘December quarter sees
19 IPOs worth $1.84 billion’

Reflecting strong momentum, India witnessed 19 IPOs
worth $1.84 billion in the fourth quarter of 2020 and market
sentiment remains positive, according to an EY report

ASIA-PACIFIC PICTURE:
Increase in volumes
200/0 last year over

2019,i.e.at822

Why is it important: According to EY’s India IPO Trends Report: Q4 2020,
IPO activity proved resilient to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic last
year, supported by low interest rates and expansionary monetary policies

450/ Year-on-yearrise
Oin proceedsin

2020, i.e.$136.2 billion

Distribution of initial
public offers (IPOs)
during Q4 2020

M Main markets: 10

B SME (Smalland

Medium Enterprises)
segment: 9

$869 million: Issue size of
largest IPO in the country
during December quarter, i.e.
by Gland Pharma

$4.09 billion: Amount raised
by 43 1P0Osin 2020, which
ranks India ninth globally in
terms of the number of IPOs
last year

GLOBAL TREND:
Increase in global
] 90/0 IPO volumesin

2020 over previous year,

i.e.at1,363
Year-on-yearrisein

Zg 0 proceeds from

global IPOsin 2020, i.e. $268
billion

Source: EY/PTI

Irdai panel recommends
separate payments for cost of
vehicle, insurance premium

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

THOSE BUYING a new vehicle
may have to pay cost of vehicle
and insurance premium via sepa-
rate cheques, if the recommenda-
tions of a committee to review
MISP guidelines are accepted by
the insurance regulator Irdai.

The Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(Irdai) had issued the Motor
Insurance Service Provider (MISP)
guidelines in 2017, intending to
streamline the process and bring
the practices of vehicle insurance,
being sold by automotive dealers,
under the provisions of the
Insurance Act, 1938.

MISP refers to an automobile
dealer appointed by the insurer or
theinsurance intermediary todis-
tribute and/or service motor in-
surance policies of vehicles sold
throughit.

InJune 2019, Irdai had setupa
panel to review the MISP norms.

In June 2019, the
Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India had
set up a panel to review
the Motor Insurance
Service Provider
guidelines

The committee has submitted its
report with various recommen-
dations for orderly conduct of mo-
tor insurance business through
MISP channel.

Among the issues examined
by the panel are the existing prac-
tice of collecting premium pay-
ment from the customer while so-
liciting the motor insurance policy.

The panel said under the pres-
entsystem, thereisalack of trans-
parency in the cost of insurance
premium when a customer buys
avehicle for the first time froman

UK Prime Minister presses
Biden for new trade deal

AAMER MADHANI
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 24

BRITISH PRIME Minister Boris
Johnson made clear to United
States President Joe Biden on
Saturday that he’s eager to forge
anew US-UK trade deal.

The push foranew deal came
inabroad-ranging call between
the two leaders that touched on
the global response to the coro-
navirus pandemic as well as the
Biden administration announc-
ing this week that the United

States would rejoin the Paris cli-
mate accord and the World
Health Organization, according
to a statement from Downing
Street.

The UK regained control over
its national trade policy at the
start of the month following the
end of a post-Brexit transition
period.

White House press secretary
Jen Psaki had said on Friday that
the administration had no time-
line for forging a new trade deal
asBiden’s attentionis largely fo-
cused on getting the coronavirus

pandemic under control and
pressing Congress to pass the
president’s $1.9 trillion coron-
avirus relief plan.

Janet Yellen, Biden's Treasury
secretary nominee, also sig-
nalled during her confirmation
hearing earlier this week that
Biden wasn’t eager to negotiate
new trade deals. “President
Biden has been clear that he will
not sign any new free trade
agreements before the US makes
major investments in American
workers and our infrastructure,”
Yellen said. AP

automotive dealerand makes the
payment throughasingle cheque.

As the MISP makes payment
to the insurance company from
his own account, “the customer
does not know the insurance pre-
mium being paid as it is sub-
sumed in the cost of the vehicle”,
the committee said.

It suggested that this lack of
transparency is notin the interest
of the policyholders’ as the true
cost of insurance is not known to
the customer.

“The customer may not be
aware of the coverage options and
discountsavailable in the process.
The customer also cannot negoti-
ate with the MISP to get the best
coverage at the optimal price.”

The panel alsorecommended
that the customer should make
payment to the insurer directly
which is facilitated by the MISP.
“MISP shall not collect the insur-
ance premiumamountinitsown
account and then transfer the
same to the insurance company,”
itsaid inits report.

INTERVIEW WITH CHAIRMAN, EDELWEISS GROUP

‘Govt spending actually helps
middle & lower class, so fiscal
stimulus is more important’

THESENSEX has seenasharprally
050,000 and while some are rais-
ing concerns over valuation, there
are others who feel that markets
are discounting future earnings
there is strong liquidity flow.
RASHESH SHAH, chairman,
Edelweiss Group told SANDEEP
SINGH that Indiais witnessing re-
versal of long, medium and short-
term downcycles and equity mar-
kets are witnessing the same.
Stating that India is at the same
stage where it wasin 2004, he said
the government needs to spend
over the next 12-18 months and
ensure that the growth s inclusive
and broad-based. Edited excerpts:

What factors justify this big
surge in markets?

Strangely, India’s turnaround
hasbeenvery sharp. Even though
the government did not spend
much money;, it has bounced back
very well. Therise hasbeenall acr-
oss with sectors such as auto, steel,
cement, real estate among others
bounding back. I did not expect
this to happen so soon and thou-
ght that we were still ayear away.

Butwhat has changed
significantly?

There were three downcycles
—long-term, medium and short-
term — playingoutinIndiaandall
three downtrends are reversing at
the same time. The long term
downtrend started in2012-13 and
was on account of the scams,
NPAs, overcapacity, taper-tant-
rum; the medium-term down
trend was led by IL&FS crisis and
impacted banks, NBFCs and cor-
porates; and then there has been
this short-term downtrend onac-
count of Covid-19.

[ think all three have played
out and I am very convinced that
while we did not see capex over
thelast8-10years, it will start now
and people have started the in-
vestment cycle. So, all three
downtrends are reversing at the
same time and thatiswhatweare
seeing in the equity markets too.

Sois the market rally justified
atsome level?

Market's work is to discount
future earnings. It discounts the
long-term outlook which keeps
on changing. I also see a big simi-
larity between 2004 and now and

Rashesh Shah

Ifind India at the same point. We
had tough years between 1996
and 2004, there were scamsin the
market, Asian financial crisis, eco-
nomic sanctions because of the
Pokhran blast, the tech bubble
burst and then there was 9/11 at-
tack in the US and governed
changeinIndiain2004.So, we did
not see any capex in those eight
years, PSU bank NPAs rose up to
18 per cent between 2001 and
2003 and the SARFAESI law was
then brought in to handle this.
There was also NBFC crisis in
that period and real estate prices
halved between 1998 and 2003.
The RBI cut repo rates from 8 per
cent to 4 per cent between 2002
and 2004, because the economy
had slowed down considerably.
Even now we are seeing simi-
lar things. Now there is IBCequiv-
alent to SARFAESI, we had NPA cri-
sis, we saw real estate crash, repo
rate cuts by RBland no capex over
the last 8-10 years. So in a sense,
2021 is like 2004. While things
changed significantly for the next
five years in 2004, [ think that it
will see a similar change now and
with the change in US, the global
trade will also pick up again.

Sois this a big inflection point?

Yes.Itisalso because of the size
of India’s economy now. India’s
progress and growthis like gravity,
youcanonly experience it but will
never be able to explainiit.

What do you think the FM can
do to utilise the opportunity in
the forthcoming Budget?

For one year, release the fiscal
constraint and spend money as
that will be the real fuel to the
economy.Second is toincentivise

investment by way of now taking
care of dividend and capital gains
tax. And third is privatisation and
disinvestment. The government
shouldembark ona4-5year plan
for privatisation to raise Rs 10-15
lakh crore and should spend it.

[ feel that by the end of 2021,
investment will start.

What are the challenges to this
opportunity?

The big challenge is to have a
broad-based and inclusive recov-
ery, otherwise it will not sustain.
There has to be liquidity and credit
availability for companies that are
beyond AAA rated. While top guys
have access to any amount of
fund, if you go down, the liquidity
isnot there for them. So,one main
piece will be credit growth. If it is
between 5-8 per cent there will
beinequality,but whenitis 13-14
per cent then it is available to
larger part of the economy.

The government needs to
bring the confidence back. It has
done GST and gone after tax evad-
ers and now, for next 3-4 years
there has to be lot of trust build-
ingand confidence boosting beca-
use India will be on growth path.
You can't keep cleaning all day.

Third pieceis spending. I think
for next 12-18 months, governm-
ent needs to spend and it has got
the liberty to spend due to Covid.

What is more important:
monetary stimulus or fiscal?

While both should continue
for the next 12-18 months, I think
fiscal stimulus brings more equi-
table growth and so it is impor-
tant. When RBI loosens the mon-
etary policy, it always benefits the
upper tier as the money goes to
bank and from there it mostly
goes to AAA rated entities. So, RBI
loosening only favours the haves’
and not the have nots’. However,
government spending actually
helps middle and lower class. So,
toaddressinequality, fiscal stimu-
lus is more important.

[ would say that the govern-
ment should keep fiscal deficit
concerns away for the short-term.
At the same time, they must en-
sure that they are able to pull it
back after 1-2 years.In 2009, they
were notable to pullitback and it
continued till 2012, resulting in
huge spike ininflation.

FOR SAMARITANS OF ROAD SAFETY

From left; Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Road Transport & Highways and MSME
Minister Nitin Gadkari present the National Road Safety Award 2020 in the NGO Category to
Simran Virk of Western India Automobile Association, during the inauguration of the
National Road Safety Month at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, on January 18. Also present at the
programme were Minister of State for Road Transport & Highways General V K Singh and

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant.

How decriminalisation of offences under
LLP Act could help unclog judicial system

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 24

THE COMPANY Law Committee
(CLC), headed by the Corporate
Affairs Secretary Rajesh Verma,
has recommended that 12 of-
fences under the LLP Act be de-
criminalised and that LLPs be al-
lowed toissue NCDs toraise funds
with the aim of improving ease of
doing business for limited liabil-
ity partnership (LLP) firms.

Which offences under the LLP
Acthas the committee

recommended for
decriminalisiation?
Several offences
related to timely fil-
ings, including annual
reports and filings on
changes in partner-
ship status of the LLP,
notrelated tofraud have beenrec-
ommended for decriminalisation.
While none of these provi-
sions recommended for decrimi-
nalisation in the CLC report cur-
rently have prison terms as a
possible punishment, the panel
has recommended that compa-
nies be required to pay penalties

EXPLAINED

New Delhi

for non-compliance,
instead of fines which
are imposed after a
partner or the LLP is
found guilty of mis-
conductby a court.
. The report notes
thatthereisariskofa
convicted person being disqual-
ified or becoming ineligible for
various posts in the case of fines
imposed by courts, which would
not be the case for penalties im-
posed by an appropriate author-
ity. The Registrar of Companies
would have the authority to levy
penalties for any contravention of

provisions of the LLP Act.

Who benefits from the
permission for LLPs to
issue NCDs?

The CLC has also recom-
mended that LLPs which are cur-
rently not allowed to issue debt
securities be permitted to issue
non-convertible debentures
(NCDs)to facilitate raising of cap-
italand financing operations. The
move is likely to benefit startups
and small firms in sectors which
require heavy capital investment.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com
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CROSSWORD 4336

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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ACROSS DOWN

1 Oneleft right out by choice 2 Lightentertainment to repeat
rather than necessity? (5) all over the place (8)

8 Aweather-beaten bird (8) 3 Trade using former coins

9 Writer receives this French (8)
money (5) 4 Affected a stylish greeting

10 Billis leading the priest to be (6)
precise (8) 5 Complete set of notes (5)

11 Thelast runners try to be first 6 Learnanew about kidneys
inthisrace (5) (5)

12 Lookfora cause of inflation (3)
16 Coaches will be seenin the

7  Colour for puttingon(5)
12 Itplayedits partin Cleopatra’s
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FORGET AROUT
EJH'F'- CURRENT

ITUATION FOR
SEVEN SECONDS.

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

SANHTR,

}tum:-a Eo T WOPE SAHTA || Al T Che Sk s THIS
HELPMG ME ToESHY THRESW | | YEAR SANTR Wb e
S by Wiy Eae, BT BETTER s
LETER 7o WES HE GETS VT, | | ENERATHING oW S41 - 2

M ST Lve :
Breets EXTREMELD,
ol PALERRE !

A

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

DON'T WORLKY, HOMEY! IF |

I 'WANT HIM T

street before long (6) poisoning (3)
17 Threaten to get money 13 Erected by salesman
(6) 3)
18 Fruit seed ison the cards(3) 14 Asailorin the cast is naturally
23 Many relax at the summit (5) agood mimic (8)
24 Apartner placed inside is cut 15 Exert force onachap tobe
off (8) journalist (8)
25 Some projected amusements 19 Eager to be camping? (6)
(5) 20 Memorial for a type of terrier
26 Encircled ally staging a (5)
revival? (8) 21 Upset to make light of (5)
27 Factor eliminated by direct 22 Checks foundation garments
dealing (5) (5)

Solutions Crossword 4335: Across: 1 Ringleader, 6 Gaga, 10 Loser, 11 Eucharist, 12
Card game, 13 Islam, 15 On guard, 17 Sleight, 19 Transom, 21 Outworn, 22 Rusty, 24

Ll

CAMN CUT 4f¥ HAIR, | CAN
CLT MARVIN'S!

HAVE A CUTE LITTLE
HAIRCUT
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- NOT A BALDING MIDDLE-

AGER MAN'S HARCUT

The Sun, symbol of

@ life, sends plenty of
simple forecast:

expect the unexpected. If [were

survival kit and work through the
next week with my head down.
mood and deft footwork will be
necessary if you are to come

TAURUS (Apr. 21 - May 21)
Family pressures are

@ things up, but just for
now  imagine that

bubbling away below the

surface. Get on and keep up to
otherwise you may lose control.

Actually, there's no time like the

responsibilities.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
someone else's
expense may be your

not sure if that's the best way to

exploit Mars' sharp and
generosity would suit you well.

After all, you have nothing to

practical approach, by the way.

CANCER (June 22 July 23)

surprises. There's one
you, I'd get out my day-to-day
Partners will be in a forthright
through unscathed.

certainly stirring
significant developments are
date with routine chores,
present for taking on fresh

E Afew quick quips at

idea of fun, butI'm
uncompromising power. Alittle
fear. You'd do best to take a cool,

You've pushed your

STy

own interestsin the

pastand there's

nothing wrong with
that.Now youmustgooutina
very wholehearted way to
impress family members and
anyone else you live with.
Formulate your plans today and
be prepared toimplement them
within about forty-eight hours.

LEO (July 24 - Aug.23)

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
It's always difficult to
@ leave the past
various reasons, you
probably feel prepared to bid
association. [ suspect this is
because somebody has given
you'll be happy to see the back
of them. It's time to stick to
SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Hope springs
@ many planets
presenting a
precisely what you need. Or,
perhaps, I should say that you
With the right moves you may
also give hope to others, and
your current planetary energy.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 22)
be onawinning
streak or, at least,
stop worrying about things like
money and how much life is
dreamy, soft-focus encounter
really are splendid. But passions
could be argumentative.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)

behind but, for
farewell to one close
you such aroughride, that
your guns.
eternal,and with so
mysterious face, thatis
could use a few good ideas.
there is no better way to use
@ Socially you should
you will be if you
costing. The chances for a
are alsorising and colleagues
You are back to

thinking that

nobody loves you,

but thisis very far
from the case. Let's look at the
positive faces of your solar
chart, starting with the fact
that worldly ambitions are
about to take a quantum leap
forward. But first you have to
complete a number of
fundamental arrangements.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER - CPRIBLR21NIT02 Date : 25-01-2021

Online e-tenders are invited from eligible manufacturers/suppliers
for the following in conformation to National / International
standards wherever applicable: -

(1) Supply of “Three Phase Coupling Decoupling Network (CDN)

ity it ancilec i pou e el
ATy ORECTO, wou My dpcedl balos
15 Cowrl & 1030 & On 01,02 0
Eifier in peran o Ihncugh an Adwcaia
Endfia poorabgectan 11 youtal nooa e,
Tramaty wilbpdecidedsaparma

1By Gt Qg |

Call

REGISTRATION OF
VENDORS FOR SUPPLY OF
MEDICAL STORES AND

Faridabad, Haryana-121002, do
hereby disown/ debar their son
Mr. Mirnank Singh from their
immovable and movable
properties and severe all relations
with him as he is continuously
extending threats to life and
property of my clients as well as
he has become disrespectful,

I,Laxmi D/o Ganga Prasad,W/o
Late Jai Ram R/0-House.No-
50,Sindiya Pottery,Sarojini-
Nagar,South/West Delhi-
110023,have changed my
Name to Urmila.

Noticing, 27 Guerrilla, 28 Rogue, 29 Tale, 30 Malefactor. Down: 1Rule, 2 Nostalgia, 3 A great deal of your AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Lurid, 4 Abelard, 5 EY:chers, 7Arie!, 8 Automatons, 9 Manifest, 'I‘_l Forthright, 16 legendary charm Although your own
Assayers, 18 Good night, 20 Manilla, 21 Outrage, 23 Swell, 25 Circa, 26 Year. & relies on the intentions may be
L location of that above reproach,
graceful sign, Libra, in your don't criticise others
solar chart. According to your whose standards seem to slip.
JUMBLEDW o RD S current patterns and Remember the old teaching
Difficulty Level 5s G % alignments, your sales pitchis ~ about throwing stones.
Instructions about to reach an all-time Never be the first to throw one
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move themto Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle, T T 1 m 5 g 1 E 3 L-E' ? E peak. Now is the time to unless you are absolutely
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and accessories” for the existing EFT/Burst immunity test system
(Model: AXOS 5 EFT/Burst) (2) Supply of network components &
Laying of OFC backbone from LAN Centre to EMI/EMC building.
(3) Automated Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment (EVSE) test
Equipment. (4) Supply of AC/DC (bipolar) Corona Ageing Setup on
Material Samples. (5) Design, Fabrication, Supply and Installation
of a standalone laboratory Model of a Variable Stress DC/AC
Ageing Chamber for Ageing of 3 Insulators Together.

Tender documents with detailed specifications, terms &
conditions, instructions, and other details be kindly
availed/downloaded from CPRI website : http://www.cpri.in
and CPRI e-procurement portal: www.tenderwizard.com/CPRI
from 25-01-2021 onwards.
CPRI/ADVT/02 /2021

Purchase Authority-CPRI

Government of Maharashtra

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
World Bank Project Division, Aurangbad

e-Tender Notice No. 05/2020-2021

Online Tender (e-Tender) in form B-2 for
the (01 work) is invited by the Executive
Engineer, World Bank Project Division,
Aurangabad, Tel. No. 0240-2331342
through Online procedure. The blank
tender forms shall be issued by Executive
Engineer, World Bank Project Division,
Aurangabad through e-Tender procedure.
Right to reject any one or all tenders are
reserved, details of tender is available on
e-Tender site given below.
1) https://mahapwd.com
2) https://mahatenders.gov.in
If any change made in this e-Tender is
informed on above portal. S/

- Executive Engineer,
World Bank Project Division,

it.Selvakemaran, M.BA. RA ML,
hrtancaln, & Motany Pubdic,
IEhzngasi

L

D4
|

Government of Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL

HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR

--Telefax:- 0194-2496089, Email ID:- xenmhchdk@yahoo.in--Gist of e-tender---
NIT No: MHCHD/TS /2020-21/255/e-tendering

E-tenders are invited from Original Equipment Manufacturers or their Authorized dealers/

Dated:-22.01.2021

Representatives for the below mentioned work:

Commissioning of 1000 LPM PSA
technology based Oxygen
Generating Plants with
Maintenance for Three years post
Commissioning at Govt. Children
Hospital, Bemina, Sgr

Name of Work Est. Cost Cost of Time of Position of
(Rs. in Lacs) T/Doc. completion | AAA/funds
(In rupees) | (in months)
1 2 3 5 6
Turnkey package for Design,
Supply, Installation, Testing , .
143 3000 03 months Available

AAA accorded Vide No:-HME/acctts/LP/14/2019 Dt:-19.08.2020. Technical sanction videL.No:-MHCHD/TS/2398-2400 Dt:-24.08.2020
1. Downloading of Bids:- The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of ~quantities (B.0.Q), Set of
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in from

23.01.2021(18.00 hrs) and can be downloaded from 23.01.2021 (18.00 hrs).

2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 27.01.2021 (10.00 hrs) to  11.02.2021

(15:00hrs ) in two (02) covers.

3. Opening of Bids :- The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on 12.02.2021 at 14.00 hrs or any date convenient to the
department in the office of Executive Engineer MHCHD, Sgr.
MHCHD, Srinagar, No: MHCHD/TS/8913-18, Dated:20.01.2021 dipk-12201/20

MEDICAL GASES WITH 61
FMSD AND ALL DEPENDENT
MEDICAL UNITS OF 14
CORPS ZONE C/O 56 APO
FOR THE FY 2021-22

Vendors are invited to get themselves
registered with 61 FMSD and all
dependent medical units of 14 corps
zone for supply of medical stores of the
following categories :- (a) Expendable
medical stores including medical and
surgical consumables. (b) Lab kits and
reagents. (c) Non Expendable medical
stores including Hearing Aid. (d) Dental
material, consumables & non
expendable items (e) Radiographic
consumable (f) Medical Gas for the FY
2021-22. Vendors are requested to
submit the following self attested
documents in physical form to CO 61
FMSD, PIN-903061 c/o 56 APO on or
before 15 Feb 2021.

Proof of GST Registration, Copy of
PAN Card, Copy of AADHAR Card,
Drug License valid till Mar 2022,
Income Tax Clearance, Bank details &
Bank mandate form (NEFT), Fixed
Deposit certificate in original for a sum
of Rs 50,000/~ valid till 31 Mar 2022 as
Security Money, Gas certification as
per form 25, Latest Dealership/
Certificate for supply of med stores
from DGQA registered manufacturing
firms with authorized signatory,
Performance certificate from other
Army Medical Units/Proof of supply
with other Military Hosp and DPP Portal
user Id. OEM are also invited. Vendors
should also inform their details i.e.

blunt and disloyal towards my
clients.
It is advised that any person
dealing with him in any manner
will do so at his/her own risk, cost
and consequences and my clients
shall not be liable for the same in
any circumstances whatsoever.
Furthermore, Mr. Mimank Singh is
residing illegally in the property of
my clients and they have initiated
the legal action against him for his
expulsion from their property.
Sd/- ARUN KUMAR
(Advocate)
Ch. No. 72-A, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

| "IMPORTANT |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

SUGARFED PUNJAB

0040561176-6

I, Ranbir Sukh Manoj Nandwani
S/0 Sh.Manojghanshyamdas
Nandwani R/o-Flat.N0.607-B,
Hamilton-Court,DLF-Phase.4,
Gurgaon,Haryana.Have
Changed my name to Ranbir
Sukh Nandwani

0040561141-2

1,SUNILA GOIL W/0 Anil Kumar

Goel R/0-26B,HIG
Complex,Swarnim Vihar,Sec-
82,Noida, Dist.-Gautam Budh
Nagar,UP-201304,have
changed my name to SUNILA
GOEL, for all purposes.
0040561176-2

EDUCATIONAL

National Central council of
Vocational Training invited
application for start Training
and Study Centre
www.nccvt.in
Mob.7499647774/ 9823647194

0090280356-1

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

Correspondence Address, Tele No,
Mobile No & valid e-mail Id etc.

Commanding Officer, 61 FMSD

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
NORTH EASTERN RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KEONJHAR

0-944 Identification No. PMGSY Online NCB No. 286
NO. 200 / Date: 19.01.2021
1. Name of the work Construction of Road & CD works under PMGSY Programme.
2, Total No. of Packages 15 Nos. individual packages
3. Estimated Cost of individual packages Varies from Rs. 239.80 lakh to Rs. 764.93 lakh.
4. Period of Completion 12 calendar months for works above Rs. 5.00 Cr. & 11 calendar months for works below Rs. 5.00 Cr. upto Rs. 3.00 Cr. and 9 calendar months for works below Rs. 3.00 Cr.
as specified in DTCN
5. Other details
Procurement Officer Bid No. of Packages Availability of tender On-line for bidding
Identification No.
From To
1 2 3 4 5

Superintending Engineer, North Eastern Rural Works, Circle, Keonjhar.

PMGSY Online NCB No. 286 15 Nos.

27.01.2021 at 11.00 A.M.

10.02.2021 up to 5.00 P.M.

 Further details can be seen from the website: www.pmgsytenders.gov.in

Sd/-

|Tha Punjab State Federation of Cooporative Sugar Mills Lid., Piot Wo.
53, Secior 54, Phasa-Z. [Opposita Bessi Cinamal, BAS Nagar (Mobali)
PH-01TE-E205653) artail-augarfodponjabiivwil. com

e—REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

in-Era proposals ano Inviled from ntenesiod bicdars for Sioding up, Commissoning
Cpambon and Manienanos of a Bla CHG Projact a1 Batola Copparativg cugar Millon
BOT 90k, Ooeratpard Traraferihases,
Tarms B Condtions:
Tha pripocasd Disdbeg schedula Shag with detsded e B (ondiions nsodng e
skl 06 Dosurtents [Le. AFP & Agreanent) pa aaalills on edande pordal
e Daprin: Pt ol aw i)V eges. oo pBNaEREb0n i Abaes p-bigking prodiss
- bisdara ehall Pave 9 gal Iheraeves magistared wilh webanie
I g a0 puatjals GovisiEiapeng. o3 gal usdr K, Pasiwond, Claes-2 & Class 5
Thgila sgraned B Randaleny I pelicsale in the edendeing prces Forany
clariiaton difiuty Iegaring e-ngeing piciss Fow, e phasaces ad hip
desk gl RIG on T2-20000RI, V330700, RASIASDA3d, RAEAAE4S11 aadd
FTIETI A3k G|
Tha wrdersig e reserversalighis of refachon! pesicona of e lender withoul dgring

A . . i
(dgipr/2020-2021/1971) Aurangabad S e, N e oo - MANAGING DIRECTOR
Nl B N BN Tl N New Dethi Tl N
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NINE ACTIVE CASES AT Aus OPEN

One case of COVID-19 among those in quarantine ahead of the
Australian Open has been reclassified, local health officials said on
Sunday, leaving nine active cases in the group of players and support

staffisolating in Melbourne hotels.

AP

— BRIEFLY ——

Maddison stars for
Leicester, Abraham
hattrick for Chelsea

London: Tammy Abraham scored a
hattrick as Chelsea beat second-tier
side Luton 3-1 toreach the fifth round
of the FA Cup on Sunday. The striker
took his tally on the season to 11 by
netting twice in seven first-half min-
utes. Jordan Clark profited from the
struggling Kepa Arrizabalaga's latest
goalkeeping error to reduce the deficit
to 2-1 on the half-hour before
Abraham struck again in the 74th
minute. Leicester City's James
Maddison set up one goal and got on
the scoresheet in a second-half come-
back as they beat second-tier
Brentford 3-1 away in the FA Cup
fourth round on Sunday. The Foxes will
host fellow Premier League side
Brighton & Hove Albion in the next
round.Championship side Brentford
took the lead in the seventh minute
from a set piece when the ball took
two deflections before Danish centre
back Mads Bech Sorensen stabbed
home his first goal in English football
from close range. AP

Four Palmas players,
Prezkilled in crash

Sao Paulo: The president of Palmas
football club and four of its players
were killed on Sunday when a small
plane taking them to a Brazilian cup
game crashed on take-off.The fourth
tier club said president Lucas Meira,
along with players Lucas Praxedes,
Guilherme Noe, Ranule and Marcus
Molinari, all died. The pilot, named
only as Wagner, was also killed.“The
plane took off and crashed at the end
of the runway at the Tocantinense
Aviation Association,” a small airfield
near the city of Palmas, the club said.
“We regret to report there are no sur-
vivors.” The plane was heading to
Goiania, around 800 km (500 miles)
away, where Palmas were due to play
Vila Nova on Monday in the last 16 of
the Copa Verde, a tournament re-
served for teams outside the tradi-
tional powerhouses of southern and
northeastern Brazil. REUTERS

Hazard scoresas
Real close gap

Barcelona: Eden Hazard scored and
set up Karim Benzema for his first of
two goals as Real Madrid eased to a4-
1 victory at Alaves in the Spanish
league, ending a winless run in a
match that coach Zinedine Zidane
missed after he contracted the coron-
avirus. Hazard grazed a long pass to
redirect the ball to Benzema, who
doubled the lead for Madrid in the
41st after Casemiro had headed in the
15th-minute opener on Saturday.
Belgium forward Hazard scored just
his third goal of the season in first-half
injury time to build a 3-0 lead at the
break. Toni Kroos had recovered pos-
session in midfield and set up
Hazard's run behind a disordered de-
fensive line. Joselu Mato pulled one
back for Alaves on the hour-mark.
Benzema made it a brace in the 70th
after Luka Modric played him clear on
the break. The French striker cut back
inside the last defender before firing
in his 10th goal in the league this cam-
paign. Second-place Madrid reduced
the gap to leader Atletico Madrid to
four points. REUTERS

Warning signs in neighbourhood

Ahead of series versus India, England skipper Joe Root scores 2nd century in as many Tests in Sri Lanka

REUTERS
GALLE, JANUARY 24

JOE ROOT became the first England bats-
man to score over 150 in consecutive Tests
in 16 years as he tormented Sri Lanka and
led his side to 339 for nine in their first in-
nings at the close of play on day three of
the second and final Test in Galle.

However, the tired and cramping
England captain was dismissed in the final
over of the day for 186, run out after clip-
ping the ball to short leg Oshada Fernando.
Root's weariness saw him struggle to get
back into his crease having pushed forward
after playing the stroke.

England still trail by 42 runs and will
seek to wipe out the deficit with Jack Leach
and James Anderson at the crease on the
fourth morning, although Sri Lanka spin-
ner Lasith Embuldeniya has been excellent
with career best figures of 7-132. Root fol-
lowed up his 228 in the first test to match
the feat of Marcus Trescothick, who scored
194 and 151 in consecutive tests against
Bangladesh in 2005. His innings was again
built around the impressive use of the
sweep shot, which he has waged to take
the attack to the Sri Lanka bowlers.

"It was an amazing innings," Root's
team mate Jos Buttler told reporters. "To
back up his double hundred in the first Test
was a challenge both physically and men-
tally, and it has been a masterclass in bat-
ting against spin. "It’s a great education for
all of us, Not just the tactical and technical
aspects, but also the concentration to ap-
ply himself for so long. "There were some
amazing shots that show the confidence
and skill level. He even played a late cut
left-handed today. Everybody can learn a
lot from watching Joe play spin."

Embuldeniya on song

The tourists resumed the day on 98 for
two having lost their openers cheaply for
the third time in as many innings in the se-
ries. Jonny Bairstow never looked settled
and fell on 28, an inside edge onto his pad
off the dangerous Embuldeniya looping to
Fernando at short leg.

Dan Lawrence was impressive on his
debut in England’s seven-wicket win in the
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Joe Root plays the switch hit en route to 186 at Galle. In the first Test at the same venue he scored 228. SriLanka Cricket

first test but made just three as he edged
Embuldeniya to Lahiru Thirimanne at slip.

At 132 for four, England were teetering,
but Root and Buttler (55) put on a fifth-
wicket stand of 97 before the latter tried a
reverse sweep that went straight into his
boot and bounced to short leg, providing a
first test wicket for debutant spinner
Ramesh Mendis. Sam Curran (13) was out
in the final over of the afternoon session,
caught at slip, before Dom Bess (32) put on
avital 81 with Root for the seventh wicket.

Bess and Mark Wood (1) were both also
caught at slip by Thirimanne off
Embuldeniya, the first time a Sri Lanka
fielder had taken five catches in an innings.
BRIEF SCORES: England 339 for 9 (Root 186,
Buttler 55; Embuldeniya 7-132) trail Sri
Lanka 381 (Mathews 110, Dickwella 92,
Perera 67, Chandimal 52; Anderson 6-40) by
42 runs.

New Delhi: LambastingJonny Bairstow's
omission from the England squad for
Tests against India, former skipper Kevin
Pietersen said that it will be disrespect-
ful to the host team if visiting team does
not put on field its best XIin the marquee
series. Not only Bairstow but all-rounder
Sam Curran and pacer Mark Wood have
also been left out of the squad.

Bairstow has been rested for the first
two Tests as part of the England and
Wales Cricket Board's (ECB) player man-
agement policy, which stresses on giving
adequate rest to every English cricketer
inapacked calendaryear, which includes
17 Tests and the ICC T20 World Cup.

Disrespectful to India if best XI not fielded: KP

The 40-year-old said a win against
India is similar to a victory against arch-
rivals Australia and urged the selectors to
play both Stuart Broad and James
Anderson.

“Big debate on whether ENG have
picked their best team to play India in the
1st Test. Winning IN India is as good a
feeling as winning in Aus. It's disrespect-
ful to ENG fans & also @BCCI to NOT play
your best team. Bairstow has to play!
Broad/Anderson have to play!" Pietersen
tweeted. In another tweet, Pietersen said
the best players wouldn't want to miss
the opportunity to play against an in-
form Indian team at home. PTI

OVER 54 % OF TEAM'S RUNS

DURING THE course of this series,
Joe Root went past the aggregate
Test run tallies of Geoffrey Boycott,
Kevin Pietersen and David Gower.
He is now fourth in the list of
England’s most prolific batsmen
with 8,238 runs. Only Alastair
Cook (12,472), Graham Gooch
(8,900) and Alec Stewart (8,463)
are above Root.

ROOT SCORED 54.15 per cent of
England’s first-innings runs in the
first Test (228 out 0f 421). So far in
the first innings of the second Test,
he has scored 54.86 per cent of the
runs (186 out of 339/9).

ROOT, PLAYING his 99th Test, has
19 hundreds - level with Len
Hutton. There are nine
Englishmen ahead of him.

ROOT’S DOUBLE century in the
first Test against Sri Lanka was his
first ton since another double
hundred - 226 - against New
Zealand in Hamilton in Nov. 2019.

THERE HAVE been just two other
50-plus scores by England
batsmen in the series so far. Root
has scored 415 runs in the series so
far, 305 more than the second-
highest in England ranks - Jonny
Bairstow (110).

OF HIS three dismissals in the
series so far, two have been run-
outs while the third was caught -
in the deep going for quick runsin
the company of the No. 11.

IF HE had scored 14 more runs in
the first innings of the second Test,
Root would have become just the
second Englishman after Walter
Hammond to hit double hundreds
in two successive Tests.

55.62

In Asia, Root has scored 1,613
runsin 16 Tests at an average of
55.62 with4 tons. He averages
71.55inLanka, 53.09 in India -
where England play next—and
5740in the UAE vs. Pakistan.
However, in 2 Tests in Bangladesh
he averages just 24.50.

Reluctant wrestler Rohit crowned champlon in Bajrang’s category

MIHIRVASAVDA
NOIDA, JANUARY 24

ROHIT SINGH confesses he wasn’t destined
to be a wrestler. It was because of his
brother’s misfortune, father’s wish and des-
peration to earn a livelihood that led him to
an akhara.

On Sunday, Rohit was crowned national
champion in the 65kg category, one of the
toughest weight classes in India. Representing
Haryana, he staged a dramatic comeback in
the last three minutes of the final against
Services Sports Control Board’s Shravan, eras-
ing a seven-point deficit to win 12-8. Rohit
impressed the national coaching staff with
his speed and temperament, but honing
these qualities — and winning a national title
—was never his ambition or interest. Instead,
as an 11-year-old, he was just happy to be in
the company of his elder brother, an emerg-
ing wrestler, and cook roti sabzi for him.

In his free time, Rohit helped out his fa-
ther, a cattle herder, by taking the livestock
for grazing. “But then, one day my brother
suffered an injury. I was cooking his meal and
when I saw his condition, it was apparent

that he wouldn’t be able to continue
wrestling,” Rohit, 19, says.

For a family of nine - Rohit is sixth of
seven brothers - the income from herding
cattle wasn't enough to run the household.
“So, out of compulsion more than anything,
I joined a wrestling school,” he says.

“ was relieved when he took that deci-
sion,” says Rohit’s father Dalel Singh.

Dalel did not impose any decision on his
sons but was certain of one thing - none of
them would be cattle herders. “There’s so
much cattle theft these days... too much
headache,” he says. So, on the advice of a
neighbourhood wrestler, Bholu Pehelwan,
he introduced all his sons to wrestling.

In Haryana, the respect even a half-de-
cent wrestler commands is the reason many
are lured to the sport in the first place. Rohit
had witnessed that first hand with his
brother, but also realised the need for money
to sustain a career in wrestling.

So, he began to take partin dangals across
Haryana that had cash rewards as low as Rs
50. For almost a year, he crisscrossed across
Haryana and travelled as far as Kolhapur in
Maharashtra, where the prize money was
slightly higher, to earn a livelihood. “But [

CONTROVERSIAL PICK

Rohit Singh, the 65kg winner, started
his career in dangals with a cash award
of Rs 50. Express

struggled to earn money by competing in
dangals. | wasn't able to beat the main guys
toearn enough cash prize,” he says. “In 2015,
[ turned to Olympic-style wrestling.”
Success on the mat came relatively easier.

“He has good speed, which is helpful in mat
wrestling, and over the years, has developed
agood technique, especially in launching leg
attacks, an essential element in freestyle
wrestling,” former India coach Kuldeep
Singh, who recruited Rohit for the Navy's
wrestling team, says.

He became cadet national champion be-
fore bagging the junior crown and ultimately
the senior title. Rohit’s win in 65kg opens up
aninteresting race for the future. At present,
the weight class is dominated by India’s top
freestyler Bajrang Punia, a multiple-time
World and Asian medallist.

Having already won a quota for the Tokyo
Olympics, Bajrang was exempted from the
National Championship this weekend. He is
now in Michigan (USA), preparing for the
Games. On Sunday;, college sports activity in
the American state was halted after a Covid-
19 outbreak, but Bajrang was able to continue
his training. In Bajrang’s absence, the audi-
tion to find his successor was underway in
Noida, where Rohit emerged on top. “In the
last few years, Rohit has dominated this
weight category across all age-groups. By
winning the senior championship, he has
proven his potential,” Kuldeep, also the Navy

coach, says.

Challenging Bajrang for a place in the na-
tional squad, though, isn’t on Rohit’s mind
right now. “He (Bajrang) is a world medal-
list; a very big wrestler. And I have just won
anational title,” he says. “T'll take one step a
time and see where destiny takes me.”

SAl seeks report from WFI

The Sports Authority of India, on Sunday;,
sought a report from the Wrestling
Federation of India over the violation of
Covid-19 protocols that took place on the first
day of the National Championships on
Saturday. SAl said in a statement: “We have
taken up the matter with the Wrestling
Federation of India and impressed upon
them that the SOP for competitions has to be
adhered to strictly. We have also sought are-
port from the Federation on the alleged vio-
lation, by Monday. The federation has as-
sured compliance of protocol.”

The situation on Sunday was only mar-
ginally better. While no one except wrestlers
was allowed on the field of play, there was
nodistancing in the stands, where hundreds
of spectators, most of them without masks,
satin close proximity.

Why Court receiving Australia’s highest honour is an unpopular decision

SHAHID JUDGE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 24

FOR SOMEONE who holds a world record for
48 years and counting, one would thinkit'sa
fair decision by the Australian government to
award Margaret Court the country’s highest
honour. Indeed, on January 26, the 78-year-
old former tennis player will be awarded the
Companion in the General
Division of the Order of Australia
(AC). But it's a decision that has
not gone down well with many
people.

Court’s all-time record of 24
Grand Slam singles titles keeps
herontopin terms of tennis sta-
tistics, but her views relatingto |

EXPLAINED

at Melbourne Park, the venue for the
Australian Open. Now there’s been a fresh
backlash after the news that the country’s
highest honour will be conferred upon her.

What have Australian government
officials said about the decision?

Prime Minister Scott Morrison has refused
to talk about the issue.

“Ican’tcommentonanaward thatisdone
through an independent
process that hasn’t been an-
nounced or [ have no official
knowledge of those things,” he
reportedly said.

“Those announcements
will be made on the appropri-
ate day (Australia Day). It is a
system that recognises

the LGBTQI (lesbians, gays, bi-
sexuals, transgenders, queers and intersex)
community has rendered her an infamous
figure among a large group of fans and for-
mer players.

For a few years, there have been calls to
have her name removed from the Margaret
Court Arena - the second-largest stadium

Australians from right across
the full spectrum of achievement in this coun-
try.So,I can’t really offeracomment on some-
thing that is speculative.”

But Victoria State Premier Daniel Andrews
has hit out at the decision.

“Idonotsupport that.Idonotbelieve that
she has views that accord with the vast ma-

Margaret Court has always been vocal
about her anti-homosexual views.

jority of people across our nation that see peo-
ple, particularly from the LGBTQI community,
asequal and deserving of dignity, respectand
safety,” he said. “I don’t believe she shares
those views and [ don’t believe she should be
honoured because of that.”

Why is Court so unpopular?
AsJohnMcEnroe putitina ‘Commissioner
of Tennis’ segment for Eurosport, “there’s only

one thing longer than the list of Margaret
Court’s tennis achievements: it's her list of of-
fensive and homophobic statements.”

Her unpopular stance has had the likes of
greats like McEnroe, Martina Navratilovaand
Billie Jean King speak up against the “crazy
aunt” (as McEnroe dubbed her) of tennis.

At the Australian Open last year, when
Courtwas felicitated on the 50th anniversary
of her winning the Calendar Grand Slam (all
four majors in a single year) in 1970, the cer-
emony at Rod Laver Arena was a subdued
event. At that same tournament, after a
Legends exhibition match, McEnroe and
Navratilova walked in at the Margaret Court
Arena holding a banner saying “Evonne
Goolagong Arena,” asking for the stadium to
be renamed after the seven-time Grand Slam
winner.

What have been Court’s statements that
have caused outrage over the years?
Court has been quite vocal about her anti-
homosexual views.
Back in 2013, when 2011 French Open
mixed doubles champion Casey Dellacqua’s
partner Amanda Judd gave birth to a son,

Courtwroteinanarticle: “(It)is with sadness
that [ see that this baby has seemingly been
deprived of his father.”

In2017,when the Australian government
was poised to legalise same-sex marriages,
Court gave an interview to 20Twenty Vision
Christian Radio. She talked about how tennis
is “full of lesbians” and how transgender chil-
dren were the work of “the devil.”

When Qantas Airlines took a stand to sup-
port same-sex marriages, she declared that
she would not use the airline as much as pos-
sible. As reported by The West Australian,
Court dismissed the existence of racismin
South Africa and expressed her support for
Apartheid.

“Evonne (Goolagong) and I went in
there and played for the black people.
have 35 cultures in my church and I love
them all,” she said. In the same report,
Navratilova was quoted saying about
Court’s pro-Apartheid stance: “Saying that
South Africa dealt with the ‘situation’
(racial segregation) much better than any-
where else in the world, particularly the
US: what exactly did she mean? “Itis clear
exactly who Court is: an amazing tennis

player, and a racist and a homophobe.”

What has she been doing after retiring
from tennis?

Court was ordained as a Pentecostal
minister in 1991. Four years later, she
founded the Pentecostal church in Perth,
called Victory Life Centre.

Where do her achievements stand
today?

Along with her record 24 Grand Slam sin-
gles titles, Court won 19 women'’s doubles
majors and 21 mixed doubles crowns. She’s
among only three players - along with
Navratilova and American player Doris Hart
- to have achieved a Grand Slam Boxed Set
(winningall four Grand Slams in singles, dou-
bles and mixed doubles). But she’s the only
playerto have done it twice. Currently, Serena
Williams, on 23 Grand Slam singles titles, is
the only player anywhere close to overtaking
Court’s mark. “Please win two more Grand
Slams,” McEnroe said, in a message to
Williams, on Eurosport, “so we can leave
Margaret Courtand her offensive views in the
past where she belongs.”
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