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GARGIVERMA
PAMED(BIJAPUR), JAN23

CHINTAVAAGU,ORthestreamof
worry, is an important line for
the security forces in
Chhattisgarh. One of several
streams lying on a 44-odd-km
axis between Pamed and
Basaguda in Bijapur district, on
thestate'ssouthernmostedge—
across a rugged terrain secured
by around 2,000 security per-
sonnel,includingtheeliteCoBRA

unit—Chintavaagucontrols ac-
cess to theMaoist heartland of
Bastar, particularly the home of
dreaded Naxal commander
Hidma.Threeyearsafter these-
curity forcesmanaged to reach
Pamed, gradually laying an
11-km road between 2017 and
2019, they hope to finally finish
the last 5-odd km to
Chintavaagu, andbuild abridge
over it. The foundationwas laid
by Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghelearlier thismonth.
Standing near the stream

armedwith an automatic rifle,
SDOP (Sub-Divisional Officer of
Police) Abhishek Singh says, "A
coupleofweeksago,wewereon

anoperationwhentherewasin-
discriminate firing from the
other side...Weare trying toget
closerandtheydon't like it."
Access over Chintavaagu

won't be just a security land-
markforthe64villagesbetween
PamedandBasaguda,asShrinu,
19, a farmer fromDharmaram
village points out. To reach the
district headquarters for some-
thingasbasic asgettinghimself
registered as a farmerwith the
Pamed society, to be able to sell
his produce to the government,
Shrinu first takes his run-down
motorcycle to the stream;
pushesadongi(athinboatmade
outofahollowed-outtreetrunk)

loaded with the motorcycle
acrosstoPamed;andthendrives
another200km,crossinginand

outof Telangana twice.
Shrinu,whogotmarried last

year,saysthatwithouttheregis-
tration— andwith biggermar-
ketsinaccessible—heisforcedto
sell his paddy for Rs 1,050 per
quintal to local vendors, against
theMSPof Rs 2,500per quintal.
Most of his family has already
moved to Telangana for work,
leavinghimtotill their18acres.
Priya, listening to the Telugu

songsShrinugotdownloadedon
herphone the last timehewent
tothecity,worrieseverytimeher
husband leaves home. "We are
stuck between two warring
forces.Villagersarebeatenupran-
domlybysecurity forcesandde-

tained.Andarwaale(theMaoists)
do the same if they suspect us,"
saysthefrail19-year-old,whobe-
longstoCherlainTelangana.
Recently, the seven villages

falling under the Dharmaram
panchayat wrote to the
SuperintendentofPoliceagainst
"police brutality". Says Kama
Gundi of Dharmaram, "When
wegoinoroutof thevillage, se-
curitypersonnel stopand inter-
rogateus.Ifsomeonegetsscared
and can't respond, they are
beaten up for being Naxal sup-
porters."With several protests
on the matter held recently
across Bijapur, senior officials
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VillagerscrossingtheChintavaagustream.The last5kmto
it, andabridge,arenowawaited.GargiVerma

A bridge in Bastar — why a district, securitymen are counting on it

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

MORE THAN two-and-a-half
months after they last met,
Indian and Chinese military
commanderswill sit across the
table Sunday to try and make
headway intalksover thesitua-
tion along the Line of Actual
Control in Ladakhwhere thou-
sands of troops have been in a
faceoff sinceMay2020.

XIV Corps commander Lt
General PGKMenon and South
XinjiangMilitary Region com-
manderMajorGeneralLiuLinare
tomeet Sundaymorning at the
BorderPersonnelMeeting(BPM)
point inMoldo on the Chinese
sideof theLACnearChushul.
Sourcessaidthemeetinghas

beenscheduled followingword
fromChinaonamemothatIndia
sent.With50,000troopsofeach
armydeployed in the region for
an indefiniteperiodandnodia-

logueattheseniorlevel, thetwo
sideshavebeenworkingthehot-
lines and othermechanisms to
prevent any untoward incident
on the ground. India has re-
turned two PLA soldiers who
strayedacross theLAC.
A representative of the

Ministry of External Affairswill
alsobeatthetalksSunday.MEA
Joint Secretary (East Asia)
Naveen Srivastava, leading the
Indian side in meetings of the
Working Mechanism for

Consultation&Coordinationon
India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC), has also been attend-
ing themilitarydiscussions.
While the military com-

manders lastmetonNovember
6, the last round of diplomatic
talks via theWMCC took place
onDecember18.
Forweeks after the standoff

beganlastMay,whentheChinese
came in 8 kmwest of the point
that Indiasaysmarks theLACon
the north bank of Pangong Tso,

troopsdug inat severalplaces in
eastern Ladakh. The Chinese re-
fusedtocompletethedisengage-
ment process and both armies
broughtinadditionalforcesinthe
depthareas,deployingtanks,ar-
tilleryandairpower.
Last August, Indian troops

surprised the Chinese by occu-
pyingdominatingheightsonthe
southbankof PangongTso, and
inthelargerChushulsub-sector.
Indian troops positioned
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MEETING INMOLDONEARCHUSHUL

Indian, Chinesemilitary commanders
are back at the LAC talks table today
Meetingscheduledafterword fromBeijingamidstextendedwinterdeploymentonbothsides

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

HAVING FAILED to convince
farmers to stay outside the bor-
dersofDelhidespitetalksforthe
past week, the Delhi Police
Saturdaygranted thempermis-
siontocarryoutatractorparade
on Republic Day inside the
Capital, butwithmodifications
intheirplannedrouteandonthe
condition that they will start
onlyafter thecompletionof the

officialparadeonRajpath.
As per the agreement, the

farmerswillenterDelhi fromall
the three borders where thou-
sands of them have been
protesting for the past two
months, but stay in the adjoin-
ing areas and not venture to-
wardsCentralDelhi.
Thousands of tractors are

headed for Delhi from Punjab
andHaryanatoparticipateinthe
parade. Kulwant Singh Sandhu,
general secretary of the Punjab
Jamhoori Kisan Sabha, said,
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In the pipeline:
flagship scheme
to take tap water
to all cities, towns
Jal JeevanMission-Urban:Cabinet to
considerRs2,79,500-cr,5-yearplan

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

IN THE Budget, the Centre is
likely to announce a new flag-
ship programme — Jal Jeevan
Mission-Urban(JJM-Urban)—to
provide tapwater connections
toallstatutorytowns,and,sepa-
rately, sewer connections to all
citieswith a population of over
1 lakh,by2026.
Governmentsourcessaidthe

ExpenditureFinanceCommittee
approved theRs 2,79,500-crore
five-year programme on
December 17, and the Union
Housing and Urban Affairs
Ministryhassubmittedthepro-
posal to theCabinetSecretariat.
“There was a demand from

statesthatcitiesnotcoveredun-
der the Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT)
shouldalsobeprovidedsupport
forwater and sewage,” a source
toldTheSundayExpress.
“More than 3,500 cities are

notsupportedbyanystructured
scheme… so the government
has decided to launch another
schemetocoverall4,000forwa-
ter supply,” the source said. The
proposal to the EFC estimates
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SANTANUCHOWDHURY
&ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, JANUARY23

WITHWEST Bengal headed to
assembly elections, rivals TMC
andBJPsparredSaturdayduring
celebrations in Kolkata tomark
the birth anniversary of Netaji
SubhasChandraBose.
Her speech interrupted by

BJP supporters who raised ‘Jai
ShriRam’slogans,ChiefMinister
MamataBanerjee,sharingadais
with PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi at VictoriaMemorial, re-
fused to speak, saying they had
no right to “humiliate a person
afterextendingan invitation”.
Upsetbytheslogans,Banerjee

toldthegathering:“Ifeelagovern-
ment programme should have
some dignity. This is a govern-

ment programme, not the pro-
grammeofapoliticalparty…This
isapublicprogramme.Ithankthe
PrimeMinister and the Culture
Ministry for organising the pro-
grammeinKolkata.Butitdoesn’t
behoveyoutohumiliateaperson
afterextendinganinvitation.”
Earlier in the day, the Chief

MinisterhadtargetedtheCentre
for declaring Netaji’s birth an-
niversary as Parakram Divas.
Netaji, she said,was adeshbhakt
and,therefore,thestatepaystrib-
utetohimbycelebratinghisbirth
anniversaryasDeshnayakDivas.
After leading a 6-kmmarch

through the city, Banerjee said:
“WeobservedDeshnayakDivas
today. Rabindranath Tagore
calledNetajiDeshnayak.Whatis
thisParakram?Youarebuilding
a new Parliament, buying new
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MODELLEDAFTERtheru-
ral Jal JeevanMission,the
MinistryofHousingand
UrbanAffairshasproposed
aparallelprogrammeto
providetapwaterconnec-
tionineveryurbanhouse-
holdby2026. Itwillalsofo-
cusonsewageconnections
in500citieswithapopula-
tionofover1lakh.

Nalse jal,both
ruralandurban

At Netaji event,
Mamata refuses to
speak after slogans
in PM’s presence

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwithWestBengalGovernor
JagdeepDhankharandChiefMinisterMamataBanerjeeat
theVictoriaMemorial inKolkataonSaturday.ParthaPaul

Farmers can enter Delhi
for R-day tractor rally,
to stay near borders

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, JANUARY23

WITHNO quick end in sight to
the farmer agitation and talks
with the government stalled,
thereisgrowingdisquietwithin
the ranks of the Punjab BJP.
Veteran leader and former BJP
national vice-president Laxmi
KantaChawlasaidSaturdaythat
the agitation should not have
been allowed to fester for so
long,andthatthePrimeMinister
could solve the situation "in a

day" if hewanted.
Manyotherpartyleadersex-

pressed apprehension that the
protests could take a violent
turn,evenastheydreadthecivic
polls schedulednextmonth.
A formerminister, Chawla,

78, told The Sunday Express,
“Speaking as a citizen of India
and not as a BJP leader, I feel no
protestshouldrunsolong.Aso-
lution to it should have been
found at the earliest. In mid-
December, after the number of
farmers dying due to cold or
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Unease in Punjab BJP:
‘PM could solve row
in a day if he wants’

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, JANUARY23

SAMEERA FAZILI, one of the 20
Indian-Americans whowill be
part of the Joe Biden
Administration, has a unique
India connect: her cousin
MubeenShahwasamongthose
heldunder thePublicSafetyAct
(PSA) in the Valley clampdown

coincidingwiththescrappingof
thespecial statusof Jammuand
Kashmir. Shah's mother and
Fazili's father are siblings, and
the familyhadtapped into their

Washington andDelhi connec-
tions tohelpsecurehis release.
Faziliwaspickedbythenew

USPresidentasDeputyDirector
of the National Economic
Council(NEC),apolicybodythat
is part of theWhite House. She
hadbeenasenior advisor in the
NEC during the Obama
Administration.
Shah was released in

December2019,andhis isarare
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

In Biden team, a cousin of man held
in J&K under PSA post-August 5

NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

“AT SCALE, an ad-supported
productservesthecompanythat
showsyouads, itdoesnot serve
you.”Withthisthought,Sridhar
Ramaswamy and Vivek
Raghunathan, IIT alumni and
former Google executives, are
ready to roll out Neeva, an ad-
free, private search product,

which,bythemiddleofthisyear,
hopes to offer a customer-paid

andcustomer-firstalternative,at
atimeofgrowingconcernsover
the control wielded by tech
megaliths.
“Theadmodelhasbeengreat

for bringing search to everyone
on the planet, but over time
thereismoreandmorepressure
toshowmoreadsandnotreally
what theuserwants.Our thesis
isthatwecancreateamuchbet-
ter search product, focusing
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IIT grads, ex-Google execs ready
to roll out ad-free search engine

Sameera
Fazili, from
herTwitter
account
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Pamed
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COUNTDOWN
IN&OUTOF COVID SHADOW

Aconvoyof tractorsheadingtowardsDelhi,onNH-10inRohtak,Haryana,onSaturday.Express

SridharRamaswamy,
VivekRaghunathan
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Tap water
JJM-Urban to target 2.68 crore
householdswhich do not have
tap connections, and 2.64 crore
householdswithoutsewerageor
septagefacilities.
Sources said the proposal

would subsumeAMRUTunder
JJM-Urban. The AMRUT pro-
gramme focuses on 500 cities,
andaims toprovide tap connec-
tions to 1.39 crore households.
The scheme has currently pro-
vided95lakhconnections.
WhileJJM(U)aimstosaturate

urbanareaswithtapconnections,
the remaining sewage connec-
tionsoutsideoftheAMRUTcities
will be overseenby the Swachh

BharatMission.
Acknowledgingthattheonus

offetchingwaterfallssquarelyon
womenandgirlsintheIndianso-
ciety,theproposalstatesthat“the
time saved could be used to at-
tend to education, economic ac-
tivities,andgeneralwellbeing.”
“Witheverchangingscenar-

ios in the field ofwater, like im-
proving technology, funding
through external sources and
availabilityofwater... itisimper-
ative to devise comprehensive
water plans... Thewater supply
needs to be sustainable, equi-
tableandshouldmeetspecified
qualitystandards,” theproposal
seen by The Sunday Express
states.

Biden team
caseinwhichtheJ&Kadministra-
tionwithdrewthePSA.
Fazili's sister Yousra Fazili, a

humanrightslawyer,wasamong
theKashmiriswhotestified atthe
November2019USCongressional
hearing on the situation in the
Valley. She spoke indetail about
her cousin's sudden arrest, his
healthconditionandhowmem-
bersofherSrinagar-basedfamily
had gone “from jail to jail in
Srinagar”tryingtofindoutwhere
hehadbeen taken. She said she
couldnot begin todescribehow
closelyknittheentirefamilywas.
In her testimony, Yousra

added that sheandFazili haddi-
alled friends in the State
Department on learning about
Shah's arrest onAugust 8, 2019.
And that theywere only able to
confirm hewas imprisoned in
Agra after the StateDepartment
placedan“informationalrequest”
with the Indian government on
hisstatus.
“MycousinMubeenhasbeen

madeanexampleof.His impris-
onment sends a strong signal to
the people of Kashmir that
money, family and statusmean
nothinginthefaceofIndiancapri-
ciousness,” she said in her testi-
mony,goingontotalkabouthow
“armed forces are conducting
nightraidsonhomesandpulling
youngmenandboys from their
beds intomilitary custody” in
Kashmir.
Hercousin,shesaid,was“not

apoliticianoradissident,heisn't
afreedomfighter,orevenakidin
the street throwing stones.He's
justabusinessman.Hislife'swork
has focused on bringing eco-
nomicopportunitytoKashmir”.
Shah, who is based in

Malaysiaandownsacraftsbusi-
ness,wasarrestedwhenvisiting
Kashmir along with his wife.
Belonging to one of the most
prominent families of Kashmir,
Shahhasatvarioustimesheaded
the Kashmir Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, the
Jammu&KashmirJointChamber
ofCommerceandIndustry,anda
body active onboth sides of the
border to promote trade across
the Line of Control that was
started in 2008 and is at a halt
since India discontinued it in
2019.
Another family member, a

nieceoftheFazilisistersandShah,
is the India-basedheadof an in-
ternationaltradeservices'associ-
ationandalsoworkedbehindthe
scenes for his release, using her
connectionsat thehighest levels
ofgovernment,sourcessaid.
Shah's arrest had also been

mentionedby Indian-American
CongresswomanPramilaJayapal
atthefirstUSCongressionalhear-
ing on Kashmir onOctober 22,
2019,whoflaggedhispoorhealth.
Shewanted to know if the State
Departmenthadraisedthemat-
ter of his arrestwith the Indian
government,andwasassuredby
AliceWells,thenActingAssistant
Secretary for South andCentral
AsianAffairs,thattheUSgovern-
ment had taken up Shah's case
withDelhi.
Followingtheinterventionby

theFazilisisters,theirDelhi-based
nieceandJayapal,Shah'swifeand
hisbrotherhadbeenable tovisit
himinAgra.
OnDecember6, 2019 -- inci-

dentally the samedayas Jayapal
introducedabipartisanresolution
in theHouse of Representatives
urging India to end the restric-
tionsoncommunicationsandthe
mass detentions in J&K -- Shah

was“temporarily”released.Two
dayslater,theJ&Kadministration
informed the SupremeCourt, in
reply to apetitionmovedbyhis
wife,thatithad“permanentlyre-
voked”thePSAagainstShah.
InOctober2020,incidentally,

the J&K Police said they were
seeking to arrest Shah through
Interpol over a purported
Facebookpost by him. J&KDGP
DilbaghSinghsaidtheyhadregis-
tered a case for the post that al-
legedlytargetednon-localpeople
living intheValley,andhadiniti-
ated theprocess todeclare Shah
aproclaimedoffenderandattach
hisproperties.Buttherehasbeen
nomovementonthis.
Fazili isoneof twoKashmiri-

origin members in the Biden
team.TheotherisAishaShah,the
partnership manager at the
White House office of Digital
Strategy.Marriedwiththreechil-
dren, Fazili has degrees from
Harvard andYale, and is a com-
munitydevelopmentfinanceex-
pert. She was born in the US,
where her doctor parentsmi-
gratedtoin1970-71.
Speaking to The Sunday

ExpressfromMalaysia,Shahsaid,
"We are happy as a family that
Sameerahas an important posi-
tionintheUSgovernment."

Search engine
solelyonwhatacustomerneeds,”
says Ramaswamy, the CEO of
Neeva, speaking on a video call
fromhisCaliforniahome. This is
adomainthe54-year-oldknows
well,havingbeentheseniorvice-
president of ads and commerce
atGoogle, andalso run its travel,
shopping and search infrastruc-
tureteams.
Raghunathan studied at IIT

Mumbai andwas earlier vice-
president of Monetisation at
YouTube.
“Soit'sactuallyabroadsetof

experiences.Similarly,Vivekwas
the first tech leadofwhat isnow
called the Google Assistant. So
we'veactuallyworkedonsearch
onbothsides,"Ramaswamysays,
agraduatefromIITChennai.This
is why they felt “confident
enough”thattheycouldbuildthe
technology relatively inexpen-
sively,headds.
Witha45-personteaminthe

US,theplanistorolloutNeevain
“four-fivemonths”, first in the
homemarketof theUSandthen
English-speaking regions like
Western Europe, Australia and
India. “Fortunately we have a
great team, andverygoodback-
ers,"saysRamaswamy.Neevahas
raised$37.5million,withequalin-
vestments from Greylock,
SequoiaCapitalandRamaswamy.
Theproductwill bedifferent

fromwhatpeopleareusedto,of-
feringasinglewindowforsearch
andqueriesintopersonaldataon
services likeDropboxandemail
accounts,Ramaswamysays.Like
Google,NeevawilluseAIandma-
chinelearningtocreatethesecret
sauce--rankingsforsearches.
On apprehensions thatmay

arise regarding personal data,
Ramaswamy says, "Weguaran-
teethattheproductandcompany
aredesignedsothatpersonaldata
is indexed to serve your results,
andfornothingelse...Wearecre-
ating a company that, from the
beginning, is customer first and
customer only. We are very
adamantaboutmakingsurethat
this is the one andonly revenue
source.”
AblogonNeevaalsoreiterates

its commitment to be ad-free,
guarantees that "your datawill
never be sold in any formwhat-

soever", and
promises that
searchhistory
willbedeleted
by default af-
ter 90 days.
(Google's de-
fault is 18
months.)
Having

spent16years
at Google,
Ramaswamy
says he has

cometobelievethatitis“justnot
healthy” tohave large techplat-
formscontrolsomuch.“Thereare
goodpeople there, that's not the
issue. If youneed tomakemore
money, the temptation to show
onemoread is just very strong,”
hesays.
He is awareof thechallenges

ofofferingapaidproduct,andthe
need to ensure that it is "excel-
lent". However, Ramaswamy
says, for him that is themotiva-
tion.Hecitestheexampleofserv-
ices like Spotify and Dropbox,
which succeeded in segments
wheretherewasnodearthoffree
options, and hopes that Neeva
mayalso force their competitors
tocutbackonads. "Usersarego-
ingtogoforapaidoption,because
toomuchistoomuch.”
Ramswamy adds, “We feel

confidentthatacertainsegment
ofthepopulationwillseevaluein
asuperiorproduct.Andespecially
in thecurrent environment...we
feelwe can get enough people
who say ‘I justwant a simple al-
ternative,aservicethatIuse,that
Ipay’.Andthat'sit,nomoreworry
aboutdata,nomoreworryabout
whatelseisgoingon.”

Bastar bridge
claimthesehavebeenorganised
byNaxals.
WithChintavaaguintheway,

mostofPamed'sneeds,asthatof
security forces, are met from
Telangana.Thesliverofnewroads
have brought in some changes
though, includingelectricitytwo
months ago. "Till 2019, no one
steppedoutalone.Eventhesecu-
rity personnelwould go out in
groups. Now, because of street-
lights and electricity, shops stay
opentill lateevening,"saysKoyo,
ashopkeeperinPamed.
The village evenhas a small

hotel now, as labour from
Telanganabuzzesaroundtomeet
aspurtinconstructiondemand.
Sandeep,28,recentlysetupa

Wi-Fidevicewithreachinakilo-
metre'sradius,andoffersAadhaar
registration services aswell as
spaceforchildrentoattendonline
classes.HespentRs12,000forthe
device, but business has been
good.
Itwastheplightofhisneigh-

bourGuddu, 17,who studies in
Class 11 at a boarding school in
Telanganabuthasbeenhomedue
to Covid shutdowns, that gave
himtheidea,Sandeepsays."Heis
verygoodatstudies,evenranked
first in the school in the 10th
boards.Buthewouldhavetocy-
cle30-oddkmtoCherlaandhang
his phone froma tree to just get
networkforclasses."
Guddu wants to become a

doctor. "All of ushave lost family
members to diseases that could
have been treated," he says. His
mother UmaDevi suffers from
kidney failure,with sevendying
ofsimilarailmentsin2020alone
inPamed."Doctorstoldusitcould
bebecause of thewater.Weget
muddy, red-tingedwater here,"

says Sunny, 16, whosemother
Swapna Vankail was among
thosewhodied last year. His fa-
ther Jaikumar sayshenowbuys
bottledwaterfordrinking.
OnJanuary10,ChiefMinister

BhupeshBaghelaskedtheBijapur
districtadministrationtoarrange
filteredwater inthearea.Bijapur
Collector Ritesh Agrawal says
whiletheygotthewatertestedin
2020, thedeathswereprobably
due to "the excess use of urea in
makingmahua". Villagers brew
thelocal intoxicantathome,and
Agrawalsaystheyhavestartedan
awarenesscampaignontherisks.
The14grampanchayats and

64villagesofChhattisgarhonthe
othersideofChintavaaguhaveit
evenworse. Jaya, 21, says they
havebeenunable to get the sole
handpump in Dharmaram's
Schoolparafixedfortwomonths,
forcing them to resort to
makeshiftarrangements.
The only PHC around is at

Pamed.Deva,25,recentlytrekked
15 km to it from his village
Kawalgutta, wading across the
Chintavaagu with his four-
month-old child and ailingwife
Bhime,22.Sheonlyrequiredba-
sic medicines, but the family
spent the night at the hospital
compound. "We couldn't have
brought her again if needed, es-
pecially at night," Deva says.
Kawalgutta is yet to get power,
andDeva and others use solar-
poweredlightssparingly."If they
malfunction,we can't get them
fixed,wehavetowaitmonthsfor
districtofficials,"hesays.
Collector Agrawal says they

hopetostarttheRs15croreproj-
ect to build the bridge over
Chintavaagu by February and
completeitbeforethemonsoon.
"Whilethingsarenotperfect,the
situation has improvedmani-
fold," he says, adding, "Oncewe
crosstheriver,othervillageswill
alsobenefit."

Punjab BJP
suicide had reached 30, I even
wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that if the
AgricultureMinisterisnotableto
solve the issue, the PM should
take the matter in his own
hands.”
Chawla said the farmershad

"setanexamplefortheworld"by
ensuring peace despite the
protest going on for so long.
“Kisanisnot100percentwrong
and neither are the farm laws.
The Prime Minister himself
shouldsitwiththefarmerstofind
a solution. I feel that if the PM
wants,asolutioncanbefoundin
aday."
AMalwa-based leader, re-

questinganonymity,accusedthe
stateunitoffailingtopresentthe
truepictureoftheproteststothe
Delhi leadership. “First the farm
ordinances were passed in
Parliamentdespiteprotests.Later,
thepartydidnotwakeupto the
fact that the Akali Dal broke its
27-year-oldalliancewithusdue

to theangeramongthe farmers.
Above all, even though farmers
started a rail rokoand indefinite
protests in October, the first
meetingwith Unionministers
wasarrangedonlyonNovember
13.Tenroundsofmeetingshave
taken place since the farmers
reached Delhi, but only one
meetingwasheldwhenfarmers
were protesting in Punjab from
June 6 to November 26,” the
leaderpointsout.
Manjinder Singh Kang, the

former state secretaryof theBJP
who resigned fromtheparty on
October 15, also says the senior
state leadership never took the
agitationseriously.Inthepast10
days,morethanthan15BJPlead-
ershavequitthepartyandjoined
the Akali Dal. “I kept saying the
leadership was not giving the
right feedback to the high com-
mand.AttimesIevenhadheated
argumentswith them. Finally,
whenonOctober 13, at ameet-
ing with farmers in Delhi, the
Unionministers did not turnup
but sent the Secretary,
Agriculture, I decided to resign,"
Kangsays,addingthatevenafter
that,allthattheNDAgovernment
did initially was hold virtual
meetings of Unionministers to
"explain" the farm laws. "They
completelymisread the situa-
tion.”
A senior leader said had

Union Agriculture Minister
NarendraSinghTomarheldtalks
with farmers back when they
were protesting in the state, the
latter may have settled for
amendments.“Atthattime,they
were only worried about the
MSP,"theleadersays.
Whatisaddingtothedisquiet

inthestateBJParetheforthcom-
ing municipal council polls,
scheduled for February 15. A
sourcesaidnotmanyBJPleaders
are keen to contest given the
anger. In Bathinda, a local party
member threatened to quit if
forcedtocontest.
Pakkadharnas(indefiniteagi-

tations) continue outside the
houses of 31 BJP leaders in the
state. They also face protests
whenevertheystepoutofhomes
forapublicfunction.OnSaturday,
protestersheld adharnaoutside
theBathindahotelwhereformer
ministerManoranjanKaliawas
scheduledtoholdameeting.
Denyingclaimsofdiscontent,

PunjabBJPorganisationsecretary
DineshKumarsaysthepartydid
notmakeanymistakesandison
the "samepage" as thenational
BJP.“Wecontinuouslykeptgiving
feedback to the authorities.”He
also claims that initially, the agi-
tation was funded by the
Congress. “They arranged tents,
langarsandotherexpensesforthe
protesters.Andnowtheprotestis
in thehandsof theCommunists,
whodon'twanttheissuesettled.
InPunjab,outof 31 farmunions,
26haveCommunistleanings."
Kumargoesontoallegeterror

links."Nowthefundingiscoming

from various sections and one
cannotruleouttheroleofNaxals
andKhalistanipeople,whohave
alsobecomepartof theprotest.”
About the comingcivicpolls,

Kumar says, "We are in revival
mode...Andinthe2022Assembly
polls, theBJPwill formagovern-
mentonitsowninthestate."

TMC, BJP spar
planes,butwhynomemorial for
Netaji?... If you did notwant to
consultme, youcouldhave con-
sulted Sugata Bose (Netaji's
grand-nephew, chairmanof the
NetajiResearchBureauandafor-
merTrinamoolMP).Ifyouraction
iswrong,wewillgiveareaction.”
PrimeMinisterModi,whoad-

dressedBanerjeeas“behen”(sis-
ter), saidNetajiwouldhavebeen
proud to see that the country is
followinghisfootsteps.
“Ioftenwonderhowsatisfied

Netajiwouldhavebeentoseethe
changesinthecountrytoday,the
New India that is taking shape.
Howwould he have felt had he
seenhiscountryself-reliantinthe
most advanced technologies?
Howwould he have felt to see
Indians right at the top in the
world’s largestcompanies?”
“Today,Indianforceshavead-

vancedaircraftliketheRafaleand
thecountryismanufacturingad-
vanced aircraft like the Tejas.
Whatwouldhavebeenhis feel-
ingsonseeingthearmysostrong,
receivingadvancedweaponsthat
hesowanted?”Modisaid.
“Today,ifNetajihadseenhow

India fought thepandemic, how
itreadiedadvancedsolutionslike
the vaccine, whatwould have
been his feelings?... The strong
India of his dream is before the
world today, fromtheLACto the
LoC,”hesaid.
“WestBengalneedstoplayan

important role in the quest for
AatmanirbharBharat,justlikethe
roleNetajiplayedforthefreedom
of the country. Aatmanirbhar
Bharat has to be led by
AatmanirbharBengal andSonar
Bangla,"hesaid.
Earlier,Modivisitedtheances-

tral houseofNetaji at ElginRoad
andalsopaidfloraltributesathis
statueattheNationalLibrary.
Across Kolkata, BJP leaders

paid tribute toNetaji, andevents
wereorganisedinthedistrictstoo.
Banerjeealsoraisedademand

for four capitals in the country.
She saidKolkatawas the capital
under the British. “Why should
Delhi decide all things? We
shouldhave four capitals in four
cornersof thecountry.”
She said the Centre should

have declaredNetaji’s birth an-
niversaryanationalholidayand
built amemorial for him. “You
can name any port after Syama
PrasadMookerjee... we have no
objection. But I got RajivGandhi
to name Kolkata airport after
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,”
shesaid.
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FROMPAGEONE
Indian, Chinese commanders back at LAC talks
themselves on Gurung Hill,
Magar Hill, Mukhpari, Rechin
La and Rezang La. They also
have direct view of China’s
Moldo Garrison, and the
strategicSpanggurGapwhich
can be used to launch offen-
sives -- as the Chinese did in
1962.

Indian troops also read-
justed their positions on the
PangongTsonorthbank,occu-
pying features to dominate
Chinesepositionsontheridge-
line connecting Finger 3 and
Finger 4. This scramble for
heights led to warning shots
being firedby the twosides.

TopmilitaryofficerstoldThe
IndianExpress thatwhile there
have been indications from
Chinaonmovingback troops -
- Indiahasbeenseeking status
quoante,oftroopsreturningto
positionsbefore the standoff –
there’sahugetrustdeficit.
Thetwosides,officerssaid,

are unable to reach an under-
standing on details of the dis-
engagementwithChinainsist-
ing that India vacate the
heights in the Chushul sub-
sector.India,ontheotherhand,
hasmade it clear that any res-
olutionwill have to factor all
frictionpoints in the region.

Farmers can enter Delhi for R-day tractor rally
“Around2.5-3lakhtractorswill
taketotheroads.Theparadewill
be absolutely peaceful from
ourend.”
ButaSinghShadipur,Punjab

presidentoftheBharatiyaKisan
Manch,said,"Wearestilldelib-
eratingontherouteandthelo-
cations.OnJanuary26,vehicles
will march up to the select
pointsandheadbacktothebor-
ders."

TheDelhi Police hadheld a
seriesof talkswithfarmerstry-
ingtoconvincethemfirsttocan-
cel their parade, and later to
keepitoutsidetheCapital,even
as security was tightened in
viewoftheRepublicDay.
Sources saidameetingwas

heldonSaturdayaswell,lasting
around fourhours, afterwhich
the farmers and senior officers
of theDelhi, Uttar Pradeshand

Haryana Police reached the
agreement over the rally to be
heldonJanuary26.
“The farmers have been

askedtosendawrittenapplica-
tion, specifying their proposed
routes, the number of tractors
andfarmersparticipatinginthe
parade,andthetimings.Wewill
discuss the route tomorrow
with them. But theyhave said
thetractorparadewillonlybein

the areas around the borders
wheretheyareprotesting.They
havebeenassuredmedical as-
sistanceandsecurityduringthe
parade,”policesourcessaid.
Inviewof theRepublicDay

celebrations,theDelhiPolicehas
deployedafive-layersecurityin
andaroundthecity.Over40,000
police,ITBPandCRPFpersonnel
willbedeployedattheborders,
policesaid.

Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service

23276901, 23282028 (M): 9212008155, 9212665841.
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WRITEBACK
RESPONDING SEPARATELY to
a January 20 report ‘Firm
owned partly by CM Jagan
familygetsbulkofgovtorders’,
the Industries andCommerce
Department, Government of
AndhraPradesh,andtheSouth
India CementManufacturers
Association(SICMA),havede-
nied that some cement com-
panieswere favoured.

Industries and Commerce
Department,
AndhraPradesh:
The government exhibits no
partialitybetweenvariousce-
mentmanufacturing compa-
nies in placing orders for ce-
ment procurement in various
governmentprojects.Cement
companies in the state under
the Andhra Pradesh Cement
ManufacturersAssociation(AP
CMA) supply to all govern-
ment departments at Rs 225
per 50 kg bag, much lower
than themarket price. To en-
sure transparent and assured
supply, the government has
designed‘YSR-Nirman’,acen-
tralisedonlineportalforallce-
ment consuming depart-
ments. So far, all departments
put together have placed in-
dented quantities of 16.64
LakhMT, ofwhich 13.20 Lakh
MThasbeensupplied.APCMA
allocates cement supplierson
apro-ratabasis,aspertheirin-
stalled and operating supply
capacities. If supplies are de-
layed by a company, they are
allocated towell-performing
suppliers. Companies take up
thesesuppliesasasocialcause

undercorporatesocialrespon-
sibility.

South India Cement
ManufacturersAssociation:
Wehave supplied cement on
amarginal cost basis to gov-
ernments of Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana for the last so
many years. To accuse the as-
sociationofacartelforaprod-
uct where pricing is free and
marketdrivenwasnotaccept-
able.Tothebestofourknowl-
edge,nootherindustrycomes
forward for a social cause at
this scale.

The IndianExpress replies:
The report quoted the pur-
chase order figures displayed
in the ‘YSRNirman’portal.
It also mentions the gov-

ernmentpurchasescementat
Rs225per50kgbag,which is
lower than themarket price;
and that purchase orders are
given based onmarket share
of the companies and their
ability to supply on time. It
onlyraisesthequestionofcon-
flict of interest since a com-
panywhich is part-owned by
ChiefMinisterYSJaganMohan
Reddy’sfamilyhasbaggedthe
maximum order during the
year.
The IndianExpresshadalso

contactedMGouthamReddy,
Andhra Pradesh Industries
Minister and M Ravinder
Reddy, Director, Bharathi
Cement, and Vice-President,
APCMA, and accurately re-
ported their statements.
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HowIndia’sCovid
strategy forgot itsmost
vulnerable
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

In the latestepisodeof theSandipRoy
Show,socialactivistHarshMandertalks
abouthowthepandemichas impactedthe
country'smostvulnerablesections.
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SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, JANUARY23

INTHEoneweeksinceCovid-19
vaccination began in Gurgaon,
over13,000healthcareworkers
have been inoculated in the
district, of whom 26 have re-
portedAdverseEventFollowing
Immunisation (AEFI). The dis-
trict has achieved 71.52% of its
target coverage in theduration.
As per data shared by the

health department, a total of
13,823 people have been vacci-
natedsofar,againstthetargetof
19,327. Of these, 12,307 have
been administered Covishield,
and616Covaxin.All theAEFIre-
ported so far have been among
beneficiariesof Covishield.
Data from the five days on

whichvaccinationhasbeencon-
ductedshows thedistrictmet its
targetononlythefirstday,when
608peoplewere vaccinated.On
theremainingdays,thecoverage
hasvaried,withGurgaonachiev-
ing59.57%and79.06%ofitstarget
onday2andday3, andpeaking

at 91.06% on day 4. On day 5 on
Saturday,coveragefellto58.41%.
Officials from thehealth de-

partment,speakingtoTheIndian
Express, attributed it partly to
technical glitches in theportal.
“Thereisnomajorreluctance

in Gurgaon to get the vaccine.
Some amount is always there,
but we are trying to motivate
people. I myself have taken the
shot...Withtime,weexpectpeo-
plewillcomeforwardoncethey
gain confidence... The AEFI re-
portedso farhavealsobeenmi-
nor — slight pain and fever are
normalsideeffectsofeveryvac-
cine," saidChiefMedicalOfficer
(CMO)DrVirenderYadav.
“Certainthingshavecometo

our knowledge, such as dupli-
cate entries in theportal,which
are causing confusion.Wehave
alertedthestatetothis,”hesaid.
The Office of the Civil

SurgeonSaturdayissuedastate-
ment regarding the death of a
healthcare worker who had
been administered the
Covishield vaccine on day 1 of
immunisation. The woman,
Rajwanti (56), was a resident of
KrishnaColonyandapermanent
employee (LHV) of the health
department, saidofficials.
In its statement, the

health department
maintained that the
womanwas “normal till
thenightof January22”,
with “no untoward
event” being reported
during her observation
periodonthedayofvac-
cination—January16 —
or until Friday. She had
attended work until
Thursdaybutwas found
“unresponsive” by her
family on Fridaymorn-
ing. She was rushed to

Medanta Hospital, where she
wasdeclareddeadonarrival.
“... Apost-mortemhasbeen

conducted to ascertain the
cause of her sudden demise.
Viscera has been sent for
histopathology and a report is
awaited,” read the statement,
adding that “no other health-
care worker who took the vac-
cine from the samevial had re-
ported any adverse events”.
“The interim conclusion is

that thedeath...wasduetosud-
dencardiacdeath," it stated.

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

OBSERVINGTHAT“themindset
tocausedamagetopublicprop-
erty and infrastructure is an at-
tack on the common man”, a
DelhicourtsentencedAAPMLA
SomnathBhartitotwo-yearim-
prisonment for leading amob
whichtriedtobreakthebound-
ary wall of AIIMS and pelted
stones at the hospital’s security
staffwhenthey intervened.
The prosecution had argued

that on September 9, 2016,
Bharti and the other accused—
Jagat Saini, Dileep Jha, Sandeep
Sonu and Rakesh Pandey, and
about 300 unknown associates
of theMLA—broke the bound-
ary wall of AIIMSwith a JCB to
create an access to the premier
medical institute.
Additional Chief

Metropolitan Magistrate
Ravindra Pandey, in his order
sentencing Bharti, wrote, “The
court is of the view that the
mindsettocausedamagetopub-
licpropertyandinfrastructureis
theattackon thecommonman.
Infrastructure and public prop-
ertyofthecountryarenotofany
leader, partyor governmentbut
thesearenationalassets.Thein-
frastructureisbuiltwiththecon-
tributionofeverypoor,everytax-
payer, middle class and every
sectionofsociety.Whileexercis-
ing democratic rights, people
must not forget about national
duty to preserve national assets
and resources meant for each
andeverycitizen.”
Bharti’s lawyer, senioradvo-

cateHariHaran,askedthecourt
to grant him a lenient sentence
andbenefitundertheProbation

ofOffendersAct,1958.However,
the court declined, stating that
he “is a well-educated person
havingqualificationofM.Sc.(IIT-
Delhi) andhe is also a lawgrad-
uateandaMemberofLegislative
Assembly”.
“He was well aware about

theconsequencesofcommitting
the offence andhe actively par-
ticipated in the commission of
offence... todamagepublicprop-
erty belonging to AIIMS, New
Delhi,” thecourt said.
Bhartihasbeengrantedbailso

hemayappealagainsthisconvic-
tioninahighercourt.Hewascon-
victedforoffencesunderIPCsec-
tions 323 (punishment for
voluntarilycausinghurt)and353
(assaultorcriminal forcetodeter
public servant fromdischargeof
his duty) readwith section 149
(everymember of unlawful as-
semblyguiltyofoffencecommit-
tedinprosecutionofcommonob-

ject).Hehas alsobeenconvicted
undersection3ofThePrevention
ofDamagetoPublicPropertyAct,
1984,andIPCsection147.Afineof
Rs 1,02,000 was imposed on
Bharti,ofwhichRs75,000willbe
depositedtoAIIMSascompensa-
tionandRs25,000totheState.
Thecourtinitsjudgmentsaid

the“prosecutionhasdulyproved
that themob... gathered... there
for demolishing the wall and
fence possessed by AIIMS”. The
courtnotedthatfiveprosecution
witnesses “deposed specifically
in this regard thatmob of 200-
300 persons led by accused
Somnath Bharti was shouting
slogans,peltingstonesandusing
criminal force by using hands
andJCBmachinetodemolishthe
wall...andnomaterialcontradic-
tion brought on record during
cross-examination by the ac-
cused Somnath Bharti andwit-
nessesremainedconsistentdur-
ingtheircross-examination.”
During the trial, Bharti had

taken the defence that “there
wasproposal fromPWD(Public
Works Department) after vari-
ous meetings, as per which a
public thoroughfare was to be
openedonroadgoingalong the
AIIMSwall”. Itwasarguedthata
“drainwas illegally occupiedby
AIIMSandAIIMSwasusingitfor
commercial activities”.
It was also argued in court

that“theactionfordemolitionof
wall for opening the thorough-
fare for residents of Gautam

Nagar was planned and exe-
cuted by PWD and AIIMS sup-
ported it”. The court, however,
relied on two prosecutionwit-
nesses to state that this defence
does “notholdanymerit”.
While acquitting the co-ac-

cused,thecourthadobservedthat
their involvement andpresence
at the place of incident “is not
proved as no effective evidence
broughtonrecordbyprosecution
toconnecttheaccusedpersons”.
AAP, in a statement after the

verdict, said, “We respect and
have full faith in the judiciary.
However, we feel injustice has
happenedtoMrSomnathBharti
in this case. Somnath is a very
popular leader and is loved by
everyone in his constituency...
People are quite sad in his con-
stituencyasthenewsofhiscon-
viction is spreading. Somnath is
filing an appeal. We are confi-
dent that justicewill bedone to
himatappellate level.”
Bharti, in a statement said, “I

havefullfaithinthejudiciaryand
amfilinganappealagainsttheor-
der...Iamonbailandwell-mean-
ing friends are helpingmedraft
anappealtobefiledwiththesu-
periorcourtonutmostpriority.”
Bharti’s lawyer,Mohammad

Irshad,saidasperthelaw,hehas
three months to secure an ac-
quittal fromahigher court, fail-
ingwhichhewillbedisqualified.
Delhi Assembly speaker Ram
NiwasGoelsaidheisseekingle-
galopiniononthe issue.
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Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,054 8,203
VENTILATORS 1,176 956

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Jan22 266 319 7 71,850
Jan23 197 367 10 76,868
Total 1,880* 6,21,060 10,799 1,02,89,461
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6,33,739
VACCINATIONS
ON JAN23

6,967

MLAGRANTEDBAILTOAPPEALCONVICTION

In2016,Bhartihadledamob
thatbrokeawallatAIIMS

AAP’s Somnath Bharti gets 2
yrs in jail for damage at AIIMS

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

FROM SELFIE booths to special
badges, hospitals in the city are
going the extra mile to ensure
more healthcareworkers come
forwardtogettheCovidvaccine.
In Delhi, 25,762 healthcare
workershavebeenadministered
the vaccine in five days, with
6,967 getting the shot on
Saturday —while the turnout
wasslowonthe first threedays,
it picked up pace on Thursday
and Saturday after several hos-
pitalsallowedout-of-turnshots
for healthcareworkers. 24 peo-
plereportedAEFI(adverseevent
following immunisation).
DrAjeet Jain,nodalofficerof

Covid-19atDelhigovernment’s
Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital, said the administra-
tion has been counselling
healthcareworkersdailytomo-
tivatethemtocomeforwardfor
the vaccination. The hospital,
whichisalsothesolestoragefa-
cility for the vaccine, has so far
inoculated174healthcarework-

ers, lowest among the top gov-
ernment hospitals in the
first four days. The hospital,
however, saw 100 vaccinations
onSaturday.
“The response so far has

beenlukewarmasmanyhealth-
careworkers arehesitant toget
ashotof thevaccine.Aseparate
Q&A session was organised at
our auditorium to bust myths
among staff. We are also plan-
ning to give special badges say-

ing‘vaccinatedandprotected’to
those getting vaccinated at our
hospital,” saidDr Jain.
At Lok Nayak Hospital, the

administrationissharingphoto-
graphsofeachstaffmemberget-
tinginoculatedonitsWhatsApp
grouptomotivatetheremaining
healthcare workers. “We have
created a ‘selfie point’ for those
gettingvaccinatedsotheycanbe
promoted on social media. As
soon as the beneficiary comes

outofthevaccinationcentre,the
staff outside the room hands
themarosewhileotherscheer,”
said Dr Suresh Kumar, medical
directorof thehospital.
On Thursday, the hospital,

which saw a very low turnout
initially,becamethefirstgovern-
ment hospital to vaccinate 100
people in a day. It achieved its
targetonSaturdayaswell.
On Saturday, the city com-

pletedthefirstweekof themass
immunisation programme of
healthcareworkersforCovid-19.
Thereare81sitesinthecitywith
atarget tovaccinate100benefi-
ciaries ineachcentre.
“With the modification in

the Co-WIN app, hospitals are
nowbeingallowedtovaccinate
eventhosewhosenamesarenot
onthelist.Thenumberofdoses
will also increase at the sites as
per availability. By the end of
nextweek,wehope to increase
the number of sites to 175 in
Delhi,” said Dr Suneela Garg, a
public health expert who has
also been appointed to the
Covid-19taskforcefortheDelhi
vaccinationprogramme.

While turnoutwasslowonthefirst3days, itpickedupon
ThursdayandSaturday.PraveenKhanna

Selfie booths to badges, hospitals go
all in to boost vaccination numbers

COVERAGEOVER5DAYS
Target
19,327

Achieved
13,823

Overall 71.52%
AEFI* 26

(Adverse event following
immunisation)

Week 1: Gurgaon meets 71% of target

6,967healthcareworkers tooktheCovidvaccineonSaturday—86%of target
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Since there are new and daily develop-
ments in UP nowadays, how are we cur-
rently progressing towards becoming a
1-trillion-dollar economy?

It is a reality that presence of industries and
level of industrialisation in a state are signifi-
cant to its GDP. Though the past 10 months
were quite challenging, we took this as an op-
portunity to scale up development and indus-
trialisation in Uttar Pradesh. During this time,
we spoke to various industrialists in the country
and made industry-related policy reforms ac-
cording to the requirements arising out of the
impact of the pandemic. Due to the pandemic,
we had to review many of our earlier decisions
that could have hampered industrial activities in
the state, in turn, helping industrialists revive
their industries during and post pandemic.

It was the result of our consistent efforts in
the direction of improving UP’s image as an in-
vestment-friendly destination that made the
state jump 10 places to occupy the second spot
in the “Ease of Doing Business” rankings list at
the national level. During the pandemic, the
state government was in talks with many for-
eign companies which were wanting to shift
their bases to India from China. To facilitate
this, we created different helpdesks for different
countries such as the US, Japan, Korea and a
few European countries. Indeed, this is a New
Normal in the state today — the onboarding
of various industries/companies from abroad
to Uttar Pradesh.

In a sense, it can be said that wherever we
found a possibility to link with the industries,
whether financial institutions or industrial as-
sociations, we didn’t let that opportunity slip
out of our hands. I feel proud to say that as a
state we were able to get investments to the
tune of Rs. 45,000 crore during the pandemic.

What are some of the new invest-
ments received in the COVID-19 period?

Recently, Samsung decided to relocate to Ut-
tar Pradesh from China to set up its smart-
phone display manufacturing plant in Noida,
investing around Rs 4,825 crore. By March-

April 2021, it is expected that the company will
begin its commercial operations in UP.

Similarly, Britannia Industries will invest
around Rs 300 crore to set up its proposed
greenfield plant in Uttar Pradesh. The Hi-
ranandani Group has decided to set up UP’s
first data centre park in Greater Noida spread
across 20 acres at an estimated cost of Rs
6,000-7,000 crore. By 2022, it is expected that
the data centre will start operating and will be-
come north India’s biggest data centre.

During the pandemic, a lot of industries and
hospitals were grappling with the lack of oxygen
supply. INOXAP recently commissioned a state-
of-the-art cryogenic oxygen plant in Ghazi-
abad, the biggest in the state, to cater to the
needs of medical oxygen as well as supply in-
dustrial gases to the industries.The company is
now producing 4 times more liquid oxygen
than it used to earlier in pre-COVID-19 days.
The company will now also supply liquid oxy-
gen in the entire north India.

AB Mauri, the UK-based yeast and bakery in-
gredients maker, has agreed to invest more
than Rs 400 crore in setting up a yeast manu-
facturing plant in Prayagraj. Currently, we’re
in talks with many more foreign companies to
make them invest in Uttar Pradesh.

In what ways do you think the up-
coming film city and Jewar airport will
bring positivity for the Real Estate sec-
tor of Noida and Greater Noida?

Setting up industries creates a lot of oppor-
tunities for the youth and brings overall devel-
opment in an area. Since Real Estate industry
is related to many more allied industries, it is
sure to benefit in a great way once the upcom-
ing Jewar Airport and Film City materialises.
During the pandemic, we’ve have allocated
around 800 industrial plots near the Jewar Air-
port on the Yamuna Expressway. Out of these
800 plots, 115 plots have been allotted to toy
manufacturing companies. This is in line with
PM Modi’s vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat with
respect to India’s toy industry.

Moreover, we’re creating MSME Parks, Ap-

parel Parks, Handloom Parks on the rest of re-
maining plots.According to our new Industrial
Act, the companies which have been allotted
these plots are required to set up their indus-
trial units within 5 years. If they fail to do so,
their allocated plots will be cancelled.

The Swedish company IKEA has planned to
establish 12 outlets in the state by 2025. Once
complete, it will be the biggest furniture show-
room in the country. Around 5,000 people are
expected to gain employment from this. Once
these industries are set up, they will require
manpower to operate their units, leading to in-
creased job opportunities in the region and, in
turn, this will boost demand for Residential
Real Estate projects in the region.Thus, the re-
vival of the Real Estate sector will gather force.

What concessions were offered to
various industries to survive the impact
of COVID-19 on economy?

For industries in the state, we deferred the
payments of instalments that were due during
the COVID-19 period. These instalments were
further made interest free.We gave six months’
extension for project completion to various in-
dustries. As per demands of the industries, we
reviewed our policies from time to time. There
were power-related exemptions and conces-
sions too for the industries, especially on fixed
charges of electricity.

There were other reforms as well. For exam-
ple, earlier a minimum of 100 acres of land had
to be bought for establishment of a private in-
dustrial park, however, in view of COVID-19,
we reduced this to 25 acres. In case of returnee
migrants, the state government has arranged
for skill mapping to ensure suitable jobs for the
skilled labourers. This not only helped the re-
turnee migrants but the industries as well, as
they didn’t have to spend extra hours on train-
ing manpower or searching for these skilled
labourers.We came forward to establish a con-
nect between them.

What were the concessions offered to
the real estate industry?

We reduced the bank interest rate for the

real estate industry from 11-12% to 8.5% cur-
rently. We have given a time extension of 1.5
years to builders to complete their projects.Af-
ter the Supreme Court’s nod, NBCC has taken
over the work of completing many real estate
projects in Noida.Since our government came to
power, almost 2,00,000 people have got their
houses that were pending since a long time.

Nowadays, the OCs are being issued to
builders for as many flats that are ready and
completed by them rather than waiting for
builders to complete the entire society or towers.
This ensures that builders are able to generate
funds after selling few flats and can then invest
those funds in completing other remaining
towers /flats.

What have you done to promote Tex-
tile and Handloom industry in the state?

To promote theTextile and Handloom indus-
try in UP, we’ve reduced the electricity tariff. Un-
der theTextile ministry, we’re also developing a
Handloom Park and anApparel Park onYamuna
Expressway. Moreover, we’re providing good
incentives to industries in these parks. We be-
lieve that by creating such parks, we will be
able to generate mass employment in this sec-
tor. Extra incentives will be provided to indus-
tries based on the number of people they em-
ploy at their units.Around 250 plots have been
specifically allotted for the upcoming Hand-
loom Park.

How is the work progressing on ex-
pressways?

The foundation stone for Bundelkhand Ex-
pressway was laid in February 2020. Even after
so many pandemic-induced impediments,
we’ve been able to complete around 32% work
on the Bundelkhand Expressway in the past 10
months. I’m proud to say we are ahead of our
schedule with regard to Bundelkhand Express-
way. Similarly, the alignment process of Ganga
Expressway is complete, and we will soon begin
the land acquisition process for the same. The
work on Purvanchal Expressway is almost com-
plete and it will be open for public use in the
next 3 months.

Speaking at length on several industry-related
developments in Uttar Pradesh in the pandemic
era, Satish Mahana, Minister of Industrial
Development, Government of Uttar Pradesh,
says “Even in these unprecedented times, our
government has come to the forefront to help

industries alleviate their distress due to COVID-
19 with industry-specific reforms and policy-

driven development. In the past 10 months, we
have been able to garner investments to the tune
of Rs 45,000 crore and have convinced many

foreign companies to invest in Uttar Pradesh. It
is the result of our consistent efforts that made
the state jump 10 places to occupy the second
spot in the ‘Ease of Doing Business’ rankings

list at the national level. I can say proudly that
this is just the beginning and many more

developments are currently underway in the
state to help it achieve the status of becoming

a one-trillion-dollar economy by 2024.”
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Uttar Pradesh on course to becoming India’s economic superpower
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What has been the contribution of UP
RERA in uplifting the Real Estate industry?

The work done by UP RERA during the pan-
demic can be divided into 4 categories. First,
UP RERA has done a commendable job in
bringing financial discipline among promot-
ers/developers, especially of housing projects,
which had been missing in pre-RERA days that
eventually led to stalled projects and delays in
the handover of flats to buyers. Second, with
the advent of UP RERA, buyer confidence has
been restored as buyers are aware about their
rights.

Third,work on many of the stalled projects in
Greater Noida has finally begun, giving a huge
relief to buyers. Fourth, many projects that
were financially weak, such as the ones where
the money of buyers was diverted to complete
some other project, had already gone to NCLT
and are now beginning to see some develop-
ment as some other promoter or co-promoter
will now be completing such financially weak
projects. I believe that if we continue to work in
the way we have done in the past few years of
our existence, the Real Estate industry will
surely start to grow in a certain direction that
will be beneficial to all its stakeholders.

What are your expectations from the

development authorities?
As per the last year’s judgement of Supreme

Court, the rate of interest is now capped at 8%

to be charged by Noida and Greater Noida au-
thorities on the outstanding dues of land
against the exorbitant 15 to 18%. However,
the authorities have filed a review application
regarding this decision. Once the review appli-
cation’s decision is announced, many of the
stalled projects will get a new lease of life,
while other projects might get their pending
OCs leading to the registry process opening up
soon for buyers. We expect the development
authorities to implement the top court’s deci-
sion at the earliest so that both buyers and de-
velopers can benefit from this decision.

How much of the inventory has been
sold during the pandemic?

Over 50,000 units have been completed in
the past 1 year and most of the inventory is in
the market today.Though there’s still a liquidity
crunch in the market today, however, there are
buyers who are willing to invest in good pro-
jects. So, this increased buyer confidence has
led to good sales volume for some promoters,
especially credible promoters. In the last quar-
ter, the sales volume picked up pace and we
believe that it will be even better in 2021.
Stalled projects will see revival, whereas on-
going projects/inventory will also float into the
market in 2021.

Improving buyer sentiment is the priority in 2021

“This year, our priority is to ensure
that all the pending compliance

issues with regard to our orders are
carried out by developers so that

buyer confidence is increases
further, leading to improved market
sentiment in the Real Estate sector.

We’re also in touch with
NAREDCO and CREDAI to resolve

the problems of developers at the
earliest,” says Balvinder Kumar,

Member, UP RERA

* ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP

ON THE landmark day of January 24, 2021, Ma-
harishi Organizations extend their heartiest con-
gratulations on Uttar Pradesh (UP) completing
61 years of its formation. The UP Government
has set remarkable milestones in the last couple
of years in creating a conducive ambience for all-
round development of the state. Working as a
catalyst, the state is creating opportunities of
growth and self-reliance with many dynamic
decisions and launching socially inclusive
programmes for millions of its people to meet
their aspirations for prosperity.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s commitment to revive the glory of the ancient traditions of
Vedic wisdom,Ayurveda,Yoga and so on and linking them with modern tech-
nology is laudable. Launch ofAyush Kavach app for providing tips to boost im-
munity and information about Ayurveda medicines during the COVID-19
pandemic or enhancing immunity in the air by constructing 175 herbal roads
in the state for a healthy environment, is aligned to His Holiness Maharishi
MaheshYogi Ji’s mission to “Create disease-free society”.We welcome the im-
petus given to popularise Ayurveda health supplements and medicines with
simplification of regulations for ‘Ease of Doing Business’.We are committed
to support the UP Government’s initiatives of social development.

IN ITS over thirty years of operations as
the largest producer of structural steel
tubes in the country APL Apollo Tubes Ltd
has created a remarkable brand presence,
managing to wrest 50 percent of the mar-
ket share. Its vast distribution network
across India includes a cavalcade of ware-
houses and branch offices in 24 cities to
support its business interests at home as
well as across a string of 30 countries
across the globe.

Under the stewardship of Mr. Sanjay
Gupta, Chairman,APL Apollo, the firm approached the business with a
complete fresh outlook. Earlier the main applications for round shaped
steel tubes included transportation of water, oil and gas and these tubes
were largely being produced by the big players in the market.

Be it instilling latest technology or optimum utilisation of resources, the
company never hesitates in investing more in R&D, which works as a
driving force behind its ever-growing ability to create new products,
adapt new applications, strengthen processes, develop new markets
and enhance existing market share. Innovation is the key toAPLApollo’s
dynamic growth and Gupta emphasises upon it as an inextricable part of
the company’s DNA.

Leveraging innovation and technology

Anand Shrivastava
Chairman and

Managing Director of
Maharishi Ayurveda

Mr. Sanjay Gupta
Chairman

APL Apollo Tubes Ltd

ADVERTORIAL

Golden days

New Delhi



ASHNABUTANI
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

AS REPUBLIC Day grows closer,
hundredsmorehavebeenpour-
ingintotheprotestsiteatSinghu
every few hours, with tractors
and trolleys carrying protesters
arriving via the Eastern
PeripheralExpressway.This,de-
spitetheCentreofferingtokeep
the new farm laws in abeyance
for 18months. Police estimate
that over 30,000 protesters are
nowat thesite.
At the entry point of the

protestsite,TarlochanSingh(45),
who runs a langar, distributed
peanutstotractorscominginon
Saturday. "We have not made
any special arrangements for
thosecoming in,butwedistrib-
utewhateverwehave available
sothattheyfeelwelcome.Today,
vehiclesstartedpouringearlyin
themorning.Sincethen,at least

a thousand have entered," he
said.
A tractorwith four students

fromHoshiarpur,allwithafarm-

ingbackground,wasamongthe
vehiclesrollinginonSaturdayaf-
ternoon.Thefoursaidtheywere
representing their familieswho

couldnotmake it to theprotest.
"Weareallstudyingtogotocol-
lege in Canada next year. We
tookabreak fromourstudies to

come here, especially for the
march on Republic Day," said
JaskaranSingh (18), adding that
they came via Ludhiana and
passedKarnalandthattheroute
took24hours.
As the protest site was

abuzzwith new vehicles com-
ing in throughout the day, an-
nouncements were made on
speakersgivingtrafficadvice to
prevent jams.
Karamjeet Singh (50), who

reached the site fromAmritsar
threedaysago, said it isastrug-
gle to get parking for one's ve-
hicle. "Vehicles come in and
headstraighttowardsthestage.
They park wherever they get
space. If not inthefront, theygo
back towards the expressway,"
he said.
Karamjeetsaidheandothers

from his district hadmade it a
pointtobepresentattheborders
for Republic Day. He said the
marchwill bepeaceful and that

theywill follow the route their
leadersask themto take.
Whilealmostallnewtractors

andtrolleyscarriedrationforthe
coming days, some carried
wood,warmclothes, chairs and
raw material to set up tents.
Everyone agreed on one thing:
that theywouldnotgobackun-
til the lawsare repealed.
Lakhveer Singh (25) from

Moga district, whowas driving
a tractor-trolley, said this is his
fifth visit to the border — he
keepsgoingbackandforthtore-
plenish his stock of ration and
tendtohis fields.
Gaurav Kumar (28) from

Yamuna Nagar in Haryana
reachedthebordertwodaysear-
lier. He said, "Many of our fami-
lieshavenotcomebecausesome-
onehas tostayhome.Butonthe
26th,theywillallbepresenttoo."
He said his wife and two

sons will reach the border on
January25.

OVER30,000PROTESTERSATSITENOW

Who do Delhi’s
farmers sell to?
FCI, wheat growers
differ on answer

At Singhu protest site, no pause to rush
of new tractors, hundredsmore pour in

Agroupof farmersarriveatSinghuborderwiththeir tractors, Saturday. GajendraYadav

SHIVAMPATEL
NEWDELHI,JANUARY23

FARMERS INDelhi prefer to sell
theirwheatcroptoprivatetraders
because they are offered rates
higher than theminimumsup-
port price (MSP), the Food
CorporationofIndia(FCI)hassaid.
In response to a query by a

farmerfromDelhi,alettersentby
theFCI’sDelhiunitonJanuary12
said procurement centres for
wheat are set up every year at
NarelaandNajafgarhmandisand
at the FCI depot in Mayapuri.
“However, ithasbeennoted that
instead of bringingwheat pro-
duce to FCI centres, farmerspre-
fer tosell it toprivate traders,be-
causewheatanddhan(paddy)of
Delhi region is generally of good
qualityandisboughtbytradersat
orabovetheMSP,”FCI’sadditional
generalmanager (AGM)of qual-
itycontrol fromDelhiunitsaidin
theletter.
TheAGMaddedthatlastyear,

wheatofgoodqualitywasbought
by traders at amaximumrate of
more than Rs 3,000 per quintal
againstitsMSPofRs1,925inDelhi.
Farmers fromthe capital and

headsoftheAgriculturalProduce
MarketingCommittee(APMC)at
Narela andNajafgarh, however,
deniedtheFCI'ssubmission.
Najafgarh APMC chairman

Naresh Sharmaclaimed, “This is
false as procurement is done by
traders largelybelowMSPat the
mandi.Therateofwheatprocure-
mentthisseasonhasbeenaround
Rs 1,700. Stock from Madhya
Pradesh,which is of better qual-
ity,was sold at Rs 3,000 but not
that of Delhi farmers.We have
beenrequestingFCItodoprocure-
mentherebuttheyneverdoand
donotevenreplytoourletters.”
NarelaAPMCchairmanSanjay

Gupta also saidwheat procure-
mentbyprivatetradershaslargely
beenbelowtheMSPatthemandi
thisseason.

Intheletter,theAGMsaidthe
FCI procured 180 quintals of
wheat from farmers in Delhi
2013-14.Data fromtheFCIweb-
siteshowsthetotalproductionof
wheatinthecapitalthatyearwas
over8.48 lakhquintal. In the fol-
lowingyeartherewasnoprocure-
ment by FCI but productionwas
7.63 lakhquintal. In 2015-16, the
productionwas again 7.63 lakh
quintal andprocurement by FCI
was17,870quintal.Thenextpro-
curement by FCI was done in
2020-21, of 276.5quintal against
productionof8.25lakhquintal.
On the four-year gap in pro-

curement,anFCIofficialsaid:“Our
staffmembersarepresent in the
mandis every yearwhenwheat
producebeginstoarriveinDelhi.
They have noticed that farmers
sellgoodqualitywheattoprivate
traders at a rate higher than the
MSP. They then bring very poor
qualityofwheattous—thisdoes
notmeet our prescribed stan-
dardsandcannotbeprocured.”
As per FCI staff, on a single

day inApril lastyear,maximum
rateofwheatat thetwomandis
was Rs 2,750 andminimumRs
1,725.InJune,themaximumrate
was Rs 3,100 andminimumRs
1,760. The FCI official said the
Delhiunitdoesnotkeeparecord
of theamountofwheatproduce
soldat themaximumandmini-
mumprice.
But at Najafgarh mandi,

Deepak Yadav's father, a farmer
in Southwest Delhi's Jhuljhuli
village, sold his wheat produce
inAugusttoatraderforRs1,700
perquintal,asperasalesreceipt
heshared.Yadavsaid, "Thegov-
ernmentistryingtoreplicatethe
Delhimodel forprocurement in
therestof thecountrybybring-
ing in the new agricultural re-
form laws. The FCI is lying that
the produce is sold at a price
higher than theMSP. They are
trying to show to farmers that
traders will offer them a better
price, but it isnot true."
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AAP and BJP spar over
money owed to MCDs
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY23

THE AAP Saturday claimed the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA),which comes under the
Centre,owedtheMCDsoverRs
2,000 crore.
AAP chief spokesperson

SaurabhBharadwajclaimedgov-
ernment data showed that the
DDA owed NorthMCD Rs 857
crore and Rs 535 to SouthMCD
untilMarch31,2018,andsaidthis
works out to be Rs 2,000 crore
now.Bothcorporationsaregov-
ernedbytheBJP.
Bharadwaj said ever since

Adesh Gupta became the Delhi
BJP chief, the party has main-
tained that AAP needs to give
moneytotheMCDs. TheAAPde-
manded that theBJP should im-
mediately disclose why they
have not taken any initiative to
get this money from the DDA,
sincebothareunder theBJP.
Delhi BJP spokesperson

Praveen Shankar Kapoor said
there is “no doubt” that several
government bodies including
DJB,DelhiTransportCorporation,
discomsandDDAowemoneyto
theMCDs,“butthatdoesnotab-

solvetheDelhigovernmentfrom
its responsibilities to pay statu-
tory constitutional funds to
MCDs”. “MCDs are trying to re-
trieve,butIrequestBharadwajto
make a positive contribution by
asking theDelhi government to
releasestalledfundsandgetDJB,
DTCanddiscomstoimmediately
paytheirdues,”Kapoorsaid.

(Top) AAPspokesperson
SaurabhBharadwaj;Delhi
BJPchiefAdeshGupta

Vandalism of DJB
office last yr: Cops
file FIR against
unknown persons
MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

DELHI POLICE has registered an
FIRagainstunknownpersonsfor
violatingCovidnormsinconnec-
tionwith the vandalism at the
Delhi Jal Board headquarters on
December24.Videosoftheinci-
dent that emerged last month
hadshownagroupallegedlyled
by Delhi BJP chief Adesh Gupta
vandalisingtheoffice.
On Saturday, DJB vice-chair-

man Raghav Chadha ap-
proachedaDelhicourt tomoni-
tor the probe into the incident
and filed an application against
GuptaandBJP leadersYogendra
ChandoliaandVikasTanwar,al-
leging trespass and illegal de-
structionofpublicproperty.The
BJP claims AAPmembers cre-
ated theruckus.
The DJB headquarters at

Jhandewalanwasvandalisedaf-
ter a group of close to 100 peo-
pleenteredthebuildingaround
noon,breakingtheglassdoorof
the reception, andmade their
way toChadha’soffice.
After the incident, thenDCP

(Centraldistrict)SanjayBhatiahad
said, “We received information
that a few BJP workers were
protestingatDJBHQ.Wedetained
around 30men from the spot.
Actionwillbetakenasperlaw.”
The IndianExpressaccessed

the FIR in connectionwith the
incident, which shows it was
registered on the basis of a po-
licepersonnel’scomplaintunder
IPC sections 188 (disobedience
to order duly promulgated by
publicservant)and269(unlaw-
ful or negligent act likely to
spread the infection of any dis-
easedangerous to life).
“Police received information

inthepolicecontrolroomaftera
PCRcall thatpeoplewereraising
slogansafterbargingintotheDJB

complex. Head constable
BhuneshwarSinghandconstable
Arun,whowere on emergency
duty from8amto8pm,went to
checkthefactsofthecallbutthey
havenotfoundanycomplainant.
Therewaspolicebandobast, but
stillsomepeoplewereraisingslo-
gansagainstDJBandwerestand-
ingclosely,” theFIRstates.
IntheFIR,thecomplainantal-

leged peoplewere violating so-
cial distancing norms andCovid
could spread as a result. “They
managedtoescapeaftercreating
anatmosphereof‘afra-tafri’.They
violatednormsofCovid-19,soap-
propriate legal action should be
takenagainstthem,” itstates.No
arresthasbeenmadesofar.
A day after the incident,

Chadha had filed a police com-
plaintallegingthatthemobbroke
computers,printersandbenches,
attackedstaffmembersandman-
handledwomenemployees.
Gupta had claimed: “I had

gone there but officials didn’t
meetme at first; some officials
metmelater.Noneofourwork-
ers were involved in the vio-
lence. We staged a peaceful
demonstration outside the
headquarters against the DJB’s
Rs25,000-coretankerscam,but
AAPworkersforciblybargedinto
thepremises,vandalisedtheof-
ficeandattackedBJPworkers.”

CCTVgrabfromtheday
of the incident

No motorcycle stunts, no bravery awards, fewer
spectators: New normal at Republic Day parade
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY23

SEVERALCHANGESwillbeseen
in the Republic Day parade this
time— from removal of motor-
cycle stunts to the inclusion of
thetableauoftheUnionTerritory
of Ladakhfor the first time.
TheUnionTerritoryofLadakh

wascreated in2019after theBJP
governmentbifurcatedJammu&
Kashmir. Ladakh's tableauwill
depicttheThikseMonastery,and
will comprise fivewomen in an
11-member contingent. “The

Ladakhtableauhighlightsthevi-
sionforLadakhtobecarbon-neu-
tral,andexemplaryfortheworld.
It also showcases the Indian
Astronomical Observatory, lo-
cated in Hanle near Leh, one of
theworld'shighestsitesforopti-
cal, infraredandgamma-ray tel-
escopes,” according to tableaux
detailssharedbyofficials.
Thepandemichas also led to

several changes in the way
RepublicDaycelebrationswillbe
held.Whilegravity-defyingstunts
bymotorcycle-bornemenwillbe
missing,thespectatorsizetoohas
been reduced to 25,000 from

around1.25lakhlastyear.Thepa-
radeofchildrenwhoreceivebrav-
ery awardswill also bemissing.
Keepinginmindsocialdistancing,
thesizeofmarchingcontingents
hasbeenreducedfrom144to96.
Atotalof32tableaux—17of

various states and UTs, nine of
ministries and six from the de-
fence arm—will be seen going
downRajpaththisyear.Theywill
stopatNationalStadiuminstead
of followingtheregular route to
the Red Fort. The Uttar Pradesh
tableauwill feature a replica of
the Ram Temple being built in
Ayodhya, among other things.

Among the departments, the
Department of Biotechnology
willshowcasepre-trialandpost-
trial phases of themanufactur-
ingof theCovidvaccineinIndia.
For the first time in55years,

therewill also beno chief guest
atthisyear'sparade,afterBritish
PrimeMinisterBorisJohnsonex-
pressed “regret” that hewould
notbeable tovisit India.
Allmembersof the tableaux

contingentsfromvariousstates,
ministries and government de-
partments have undergone
Covid testing.
Thecontingentof61Cavalry

willbeledbyahorsethathasat-
tendedtheparadeforthelast18
years. The horse is 21 years old,
a year older thanwhen the ani-
mal usually retires.The contin-
gentfromBangladeshwillmark
the third instance of amilitary
contingent from a friendly for-
eign nation participating in the
parade—the firstwas France in
2016, and thenUAE in2017.
Ninety per cent of the

TerritorialArmy’scontingentcom-
prisespeoplefromAndamanand
Nicobar Islands,whoarecoming
tothemainlandforthefirsttime.

(withPTI inputs)

Duringthefinal rehearsal forRepublicDayatRajpathonSaturday. TashiTobgyal

DeputyCM
inaugurates
newlecture
hallatNSUT
NewDelhi: Inaugurating
a new lecture hall cam-
pus at Netaji Subhas
UniversityofTechnology
(NSUT), Deputy Chief
MinisterManish Sisodia
saidthebiggesttributeto
the leader would be to
“keep aside differences”
and work towards im-
proving education. The
newDrAPJAbdulKalam
lecture hall complex can
accommodate1,500stu-
dents. According to gov-
ernmentofficials, thead-
ditionof14graduateand
12 postgraduate courses
intheuniversityhadcre-
atedaneedforadditional
capacity.

23-year-old
arrestedfor
killingwoman
NewDelhi:A23-year-old
manwas arrested along
with his associate for al-
legedly killing awoman.
The accused have been
identified as Ankit and
Nitesh (20), both resi-
dents of Holambi Kalan.
Police said themain ac-
cused, Ankit, had taken
Rs 47,000 from the vic-
tim under the pretext of
helping her get a loan,
and she wanted it back.
Her body was found in
Alipur.ENS
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(Under the aegis of NTPC Education and Research Society)
Mentorship by Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA)

Admission through CAT/XAT/GMAT/NSB Admission Test - Apply Online
For More Details:VisitWebsite: www.nsb.ac.in

Contact No. : +91-9773733449, +91-9773733448, +91-120-2416803, Email: admission@nsb.ac.in
NTPC School of Business, Sector-16A, Film City, Noida- 201301 (U.P)

NSB : Building lives, shaping careers
About NTPC School of Business
The NTPC (a Maharatna company of Government of
India, and India’s largest energy conglomerate) pro-
motes the NTPC Education and Research Society
(NEARS). NSB was established in 2014 under the
NEARS. It serves as the pioneer in energy manage-
ment  education, and  runs  two AICTE  -  approved 
programs. These include the Two- year Post Gradu-
ate Diploma in Management – Executive (PGDM-E)
and the Fifteen - months Post Graduate Diploma in

Energy Management (PGDM-EM). Indian Institute
of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA) signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) with NSB, to hand
hold it in its pursuit of excellence.

The Energy Management Programs
The PGDM Executive program is meant for profes-
sionals with a minimum of five years experience,
poised to assume leadership roles. It includes twelve
months of classroom learning and three months of

project work; with a two week - Global Immersion
Program. Our students visited the Nanyang Techno-
logical University, Singapore, Judge Business School,
Cambridge  University, UK  and  ESCP  London  and
Madrid  too  over  different  periods. We  encourage
companies to sponsor their employees for this unique
program. NTPC, NHPC, BHEL, PGCIL, POSOCO, THDC,
PFC, NEEPCO, Adani Group, TATA power and DVC re-
sponded to this call over the years. Self Sponsored
candidates also enroll with the program.

The  two-year  PGDM  (Energy  Management)  en-
courages freshers and experienced aspirants to en-
roll. The course offers a blend of theory and practice, in-
ternships, field visits and projects on such cross cutting
domains as HRM, finance, operations, marketing etc
relevant for management of diverse forms of energy,
access and applications; with a 360 degree perspective
about the continually evolving energy sector.

Pedagogy
State of art tools and techniques case based and
other approaches ensure optimal learning outcomes.
The curriculum blends expertise from IIM Ahmed-
abad, NTPC and practitioners from the energy and
power sector through several modules.

Career Prospects
NSB’s students will be able to position themselves
in key management roles across multiple levels in
organization related to energy generation (of all
kinds), transmission, distribution, trading; consul-
tancy and marketing services; energy efficiency and
conservation; environment  management; energy
regulation and financial institutions. The alumni are
part  of  such  organizations  as  the Trident  Group,
KPMG, Deloitte, OSI, Mercados, GE Power, JUSCO,
NSPCL, ZYCUS, Hansa Solutions, NTPC, WOne etc.

GENERATION and consumption of energy in all
forms influence industry, related development
and quality of life of all citizens.The NTPC School
of Business accordingly acknowledges the cen-
trality of energy and therefore aspires to evolve
as a think tank and a centre of academic excel-
lence to positively impact developments through
value – added knowledge inputs in this context.
Education, training, research and consultancy ser-
vices are important means to fulfill this aspiration.

{ }Message from the Advisor NSB,
Shri Saptarshi Roy

THE School’s capacity building framework re-
sponds to a felt need to acquire an integrated
perspective of regulations, fiscal and non – fis-
cal instruments and institutional mechanisms
in the entire energy landscape.This inclusive
approach is essential for the present and
emerging leaders to comprehend energy tran-
sitions and related market, technology, gover-
nance, risks and sustainability dynamics at the
national, regional and global levels. Our manage-
ment development programs enhance outreach and engagement with in-
dustry and other sectors.We enrich the learning experience at the School with
deep real life insights about management dynamics based on continually
evolving engagements with the Ministry of Power and the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest & Climate Change of the Government of India and other
industry stakeholders.

{ }Message from DDG (A),
Dr Gireesh Tripathi

DISTRIBUTESOVER1LAKHLANDCERTIFICATES
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PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
onSaturday said thatwhether it
be theAtal Bihari Vajpayee gov-
ernmentorthecurrentNDAone,
safeguarding Assam’s culture,
self-respectandsecurityhasbeen
thepriority.
PMModi addressed apublic

event at the historic Jerenga
Pothar in Sivasagar district and
ceremonially distributed over 1
lakh landpattas to families from
indigenous communities across
thestate.
“InAssam, it is sad that even

aftersomanyyearsof independ-
ence, there have remained so
many such indigenous families
who, for one reasonor theother,
didn’t get legal rights over their
own land. For this reason, a large
sectionoftheAdivasicommunity
remained landless...When our
government was formed in
Assam,6lakhindigenousfamilies
didnothavelegalpapersfortheir
land,”Modisaid.
Assam is expected to go to

polls inApril. Thedistributionof
thelanddocumentsisinlinewith
the promise made by the
SarbanandaSonowal-ledgovern-
mentwhen it came to power in
2016— toprotect “jati,mati and
bheti (community, land and

hearth)”. The Sonowal-led gov-
ernmenthasalreadyallotted1.10
lakhpattasoverthelastfour-and-
a-half-years, and Saturday’s de-
velopment adds over one lakh
familiestothelistofbeneficiaries.
“Earlier governmentsdidnot

giveprioritytoyourconcerns.But
theSarbanandaSonowal-ledgov-
ernment is seriouslyworking to
solveyourproblems…Today,the
Assamgovernmentisworkingto
protect the languageandculture
of indigenouspeople alongwith
protectingtheirrightsoverland,”
Modi said. Highlighting the im-
portanceoflandpattas,Modisaid,
“Gettinglegalpapersoftheirland
fulfilsthelongdemandofindige-
nous people— and alongwith
that, it also improves thequality
oflifeoflakhsofpeople.Theycan

nowbenefitfromseveralgovern-
ment schemes.” The PM said
thesepeoplewill nowbeable to
get loans frombanks against the
land and can be assured of the
benefit of schemes such as PM
KisanSammanNidhi,Kisancredit
card,andCropInsurancePolicy.
JayantaRay, a farmerbelong-

ing to Rajbongshi community
from Bongaigaon district of
Assam,whowasabeneficiaryof
Saturday’sevent,said,“Today,Ifi-
nallygotapattaformyland.Ihad
appliedfor it longbackbutnever
got it. The patta establishesmy
rightovermyland...”
PMModisaidthatforaself-re-

liant India, rapiddevelopmentof
northeast isnecessary. “Theroad
to self-reliant Assam passes
through the confidence of the

peopleofAssam,”hesaid.
JerengaPothar holds signifi-

cance in Assamese history be-
cause itwas here that the 17th-
centuryAhomprincess Joymoti
was tortured and killed by her
brother-in-lawfornotrevealing
the whereabouts of her hus-
band. Joymoti’s husband —
Prince Godapani — ultimately
becametheking,bringinganera
of stability and peace in Assam,
historians say.

PMNarendraModi withAssamCMSarbanandaSonowalat
apublicmeeting inSivasagardistrictonSaturday.PTI

WHILETHEPMspokeof
theindigenouspeopleof
Assamseveraltimesinhis
speech,hedidnotmen-
tioncontentiousissues
suchastheCitizenship
AmendmentActorClause
6of theAssamAccord.
Withnewregionalparties
beingfloatedinthestate
onthebackofanti-CAA
sentiment,theallotment
of landpattasisseenasa
necessaryreach-outto
boosttheBJP’s ‘jati,mati
andbheti’credentials,and
helpitcounterresent-
ment,aheadofelections.

Outreachamid
anti-CAA
sentimentE●EX
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Indigenous families denied rights
over land for years: PM in Assam

Judicial review a
remedy to prevent
abuse of spl powers:
Justice Surya Kant

Viva Group director Mehul Thakur arrested by ED
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY23

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED)onSaturdayarrestedMehul
Thakur,Director of VivaGroup–
run by the family of VasaiMLA
and leader of Bahujan Vikas
Aghadi,HitendraThakur–fordi-
verting over Rs 196 crore from
Housing Development
Infrastructure Limited (HDIL) to
the group and transferring two
propertiesworthRs34croreof a
companycontrolledbyHDILpro-

moters to thegroupwithoutany
monetaryconsideration.
Mehul is the son of Deepak

Thakur, a cousin of Hitendra
Thakur. Theagencyalsoarrested
MadanGopalChaturvedi,achar-
tered accountant anddirector of
a few companies owned by
Mehul. Later, a local court re-
mandedMehulandChaturvedito
EDcustodytill January27.
The ED told the court that

Mehul, throughhis familymem-
bers and relatives, ownedmore
than25companies.Mostofthese
firms are nowdefunct butwere

used to “divert huge funds from
HDIL”in“connivance”withHDIL
promoterRakeshWadhawan.
The remandapplication sub-

mitted by ED added that Viva
Holding, Viva Estate, VivaKshitz
Enterprises Private Limited and
VivaHomeDevelopers have re-
ceived Rs 90.51 crore, Rs 70.11
crore, Rs 32.93 crore andRs2.75
crore,respectively, fromHDIL.
“Suchdiversionoffundsfrom

HDIL controlled by the
Wadhawans to the Viva Group
controlled byMrMehul Thakur
andothers remain largelyunex-

plained,” the agency told the
court. Itclaimedthatthesefunds
areapparentlytheillegalfunddi-
verted from the Punjab and
MaharashtraCo-operative(PMC)
Bank.Besides,theagencysaidthat
its investigation has found that
Mack Star Marketing Private
Limited,acompanyoperationally
controlled byWadhawan, “ille-
gallyandfraudulentlytransferred
two commercial properties of
Mack Star inMumbai, valued at
Rs34.36 crore, toVivaHolding, a
companyofVivaGroup”without
anymonetaryconsideration.

TheEDaddedthatChaturvedi
assistedMehul in transferringof
property of Mack Star to Viva
Holdings andprepared the bal-
ancesheetofthecompany,which
did not reflect the transactions
pertainingtotheseproperties.
The agencyhas claimed that

bothMehulandChaturvediwere
summoned for questioning but
they did not cooperatewith the
investigation and “failed to pro-
vide relevant facts in their state-
ments”.
OnFriday,theEDhadsearched

five locations linked to theViva

Group,includingtheresidenceof
Chaturvedi,inconnectionwithits
probe into the alleged Rs 6,200
crore fraudperpetratedbyHDIL
toPMCBank.
PMCBankisunderregulatory

restrictionsaftertheRBIfoundfi-
nancial irregularities in regard to
theloansgiventoHDIL.Thebank
hasanexposureof overRs6,200
crore toHDIL.TheRBIhassuper-
seded theboardof thebankand
appointed an administrator.
RakeshWadhawan andhis son
SarangWadhawanare currently
injailinthePMCBankscamcase.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

THE EXTENT of delegation of
powersunder special statutes to
dealwithterrorism,etc., canbea
causeofconcernasitcreatesasit-
uationrifeforarbitraryexerciseof
powerswhichcanendangerindi-
vidual liberty andhuman rights,
but judicial reviewprovides the
remedy to prevent any abuse
when harshmeasures become
necessarytodealwithextraordi-
nary situations, SupremeCourt
judge Justice SuryaKant said on
Saturday.
“Theremedyundoubtedlylies

intheoverwhelmingandextraor-
dinary power of judicial review
vested in every jurisdictional ju-
dicialsystem,”theSupremeCourt
judge said at the launch of the
book ‘The Law of Emergency
Powers’, authored by Senior
Advocate AM Singhvi and Prof
KhageshGautam.
Justice Surya Kant said the

world today is a fundamentally
different place and pointed out
thatnodemocraticnationhasin-
vokedsuchemergencypowersin
the21st century. This, he said, is
because conquest and colonisa-
tionisnolongeraffordable.Focus
of governments, he said, has
shifted todemocraticunrest and
terrorism.
JusticeNVRamana recalled

that some members of the
Constituent Assembly had ob-
servedthatemergencyprovisions
are anecessary evil aimedat re-
solvingcrisesidentifiedunderthe
Constitution.Unveiling thebook
atavirtualevent,hesaidthevol-
ume rekindled hismemories of
theEmergencyperiod.
Justice Ramana,who is also

the second senior-most judgeof
thecourt,saidemergenciesleave
a long-lasting effect on genera-
tions.Inhisowncase,ayearofac-
ademicstudiesandmentalsuffer-
ing canbeattributed to the1975
Emergency,hepointedout.
However, he said that hehas

noregretsandthathesawmany
youngpeoplesacrificingtheirlives
for defendinghuman rights. The
experienceofthetimeunderlined
theimportanceofunderstanding
theconceptofemergency,hesaid.
JusticeDYChandrachudsaid

the book comes at themost op-
portunetimeasjustlastyearsaw
the executive inmany countries
adopting exceptional powers to
tackletheCovid-19pandemic.
He said his transformative

yearsasastudentweredeeplyim-
pactedbytheEmergencyandthat
onaccountof the fact thathis fa-
therlateJusticeYVChandrachud
wasinSCthen,hegainedpersonal
insightintotribulationsofajudge
grapplingwiththesituation.
History, said Justice

Chandrachud, has several in-
stancesofcivillibertiesbeingcol-
lateraldamageofnationalemer-
gencyandreferredtotheJabalpur
ADM’sdecisiontoupholdsuspen-
sionoffundamentalrightsduring
Emergency.
Justice SKKaul said the judi-

cialerrorintheADMJabalpurcase
wascorrectedbythejudgmentin
theAadhaarcasewhichlaiddown
that certain rightsweremerely
recognised by the Constitution
andnotconferredbyit.
Singhviflaggedthelacunaein

thecountry’slegaleducationsys-
temandunderlined the glaring
absence of genuine research.
While central universities run
their lawfacultiesas lawschools,
stateuniversitiesmostlyactasaf-
filiating universities, he said,
addingthatthisaffiliationsystem
is one of the biggest problems
plaguinglegaleducation.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

JusticeSuryaKant;
JusticeNVRamana
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INTER-STATEBOUNDARYissues
betweentheNortheasternstates
willsoonbesolved,UnionHome
Minister Amit Shah said in
ShillongonSaturday.Atanother
eventinAssam’sGuwahati,Shah
launched the Ayushman CAPF
scheme for nearly 28 lakh secu-
ritypersonnel.
The minister’s comments

comemonths after clashes in
border villages of Assam and
Mizoramescalated,highlighting
the longstanding boundary dis-
putes intheNortheast.
“Thewholecountryisone,so

wehave toaimto findcomplete
solutionstotheissues,”Shahsaid
while delivering the inaugural
address of the 69thmeeting of
theNorth East Council (NEC) in
Shillong.“Thereshouldalsobean
efforttoeliminatetheentirechal-
lenges like border disputes and
smugglingofdrugsfromabroad.
The Central government has
changed its perspective of the
Northeast, so theNortheastwill
alsohavetochangeitsperception
ofhowitlooksuptotheCentre,”
Shahsaid.
TheHomeMinister said the

Northeastwas previously infa-
mous for insurgency but now
“withpeace,goodnewsflowsout
oftheNortheast”.Thestategovern-
mentshaveachievedthisbyreach-
ingouttosmallgroups,hesaid.
Later,ataneventinGuwahati

to extend the benefit of the

Centre’s healthcare programme
to the central armed police
forces,Shahhitoutat thosecrit-
icising the efficacy of Covid vac-
cines. “There are some people
whoare spreadingmisinforma-
tiononthevaccines.Cometoan-
other platform and let’s have a
duel. But why are you creating
doubt over people’s health and
doingpolitics,”heasked.
Shahsaidthatafterassuming

office as the HomeMinister he
had held interactive sessions
withtheCAPFpersonnel.Hesaid
thatherealisedthatamongma-
jor concerns for the personnel
were qualitymedical treatment
forthemselvesandtheirfamilies,
housing facilities and long peri-
odsofdutyawayfromhome.
Under the Ayushman CAPF

scheme, around28 lakhperson-
nel of CAPF, Assam Rifles and
NationalSecurityGuardandtheir
familieswillbecoveredunderthe
‘Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan
Mantri JanArogyaYojana’.

HomeMinisterAmitShah
launchesthe ‘Ayushman
scheme’ forCAPFpersonnel
inGuwahationSaturday.PTI

Shah says boundary issues
in NE will be solved soon

New Delhi
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I
FNEEDbe,IwillcallRahul.Hewilltell
mewhat Ineedtoknowabout these
two.” Ravi Shastriwas sitting on the
long,wooden, beer-soakedbenchof
an800-year-oldpubcarved into the

rocksofNottinghamCastle,ponderingover
a selectiondilemma. Itwas in themiddleof
the 2018 series in England, and Shastri
wanted to knowwhether to pick Hanuma
Vihari or Prithvi Shaw, two untested bats-
mendraftedintotheTestsquad.Dravidwas
then head coach of the India A and U-19
teamsandhadseenthetwoplayersupclose
andpersonal. Freshoutof the IndiaA series
inEngland, the twohadbeenpicked for the
national team. A final call on their skill and
temperament, basedonDravid’sword,was
eventually taken andVihariwould go on to
makeagrittydebut in the fourthTest.
Two years later, it’s no coincidence that

Vihari batted through a torn hamstring to
help India save the Sydney Test and lay the
foundation of what is being called India’s
greatest comebackserieswin inAustralia.
Thataura-acquiringtriumphdidn’thap-

penovernight.Neitherdiditssecretsauce—
the jaw-dropping bench strength that kept
replacingthebrokenbodiesstretcheredout.
EveryX-rayscanofbrokenbonesanddisap-
pointmentwasseamlessly replacedbyam-
bitious freshfaces, readyfor theirspine-tin-
gling trystwithhistory.
Theblueprint for this feeder systemwas

drawnupovertheyears.Talentscoutsinstate
associations, national and junior selectors,
coaches of ‘A’ andU-19 teams, the national
team’s think tank, domestic cricket, and the
confidence-boosting IPL — together they
madeupIndiancricket’snewecosystem.
The BCCI’s structure,which is democra-

tised,professionalised,andevenifoccasion-
allycompromised,cametogethertofeedthe
national teamwith talented players who
werementally,physically,andskilfullyready
to takeontheworld.
“Haha, unnecessary credit, theboysde-

serveallthepraise,”wasDravid’sreplywhen
The Sunday Express reached out to him. The
message, with a smiley and a thumbs-up,
wasn’t just a typically modest one but an
honest one. To give credit to a few is a dis-
servicetotherest,asthesystemismorethan
the sum of its parts. It needed the dreams
andpersuasion of parents andmentors, in-
sane levels of self-motivation fromplayers,
some luck, and a lot of foresight — and it
neededasystemto fall inplace.
“Howmanypeopletoldyoutheyhadfirst

spottedShubmanGill?”laughsWVRaman,
a former India playerwho has coached the
India A and U-19 teams, was the batting
coachattheNationalCricketAcademy(NCA),
and is currentlywith IndiaWomen’s team.
“But theyarenot lying!”
What Ramanmeans is that in a country

as large as India, in a sport as coded in our
DNAascricket, itwouldneedmultiplepairs
of talent-spotters topushaplayer through.
JatinParanjpe,whosefour-yeartenureas

national selector ended last November,
remembersamorning inPunebeforeaTest
matchagainstSouthAfrica inend2019.The
openerGill,who isnowseenas thenextbig
Indian batsman, was batting against the
fastest Indian thrower in the nets, Raghu, a
support-staffmemberwho lovesharassing
batsmenwithhispacefromtheslinger-tool.
“So, Raghu bowls a pacy one, and Gill,

whoisbattingatcentresquare,pullstheball,
which takes off at a low trajectory fromhis
batandgoeslikeanoutswingertohittheup-
per row seats at the Gahunje stadium. One
ofmyevaluationpoints iswhoplaysRaghu
best,anduntilthen, ithadbeenVirat(Kohli).
Guess what, it was Gill after that session,”
saysParanjpe.
He recalls one of the many “jumbo”

meetingswithall thestakeholders involved
aheadofakeyseries—Shastriandtheteam
management, Dravid and his coaches at A
andU-19,andtheselectors—to“understand
what kind of culture the Indian teamman-
agementwants tobuild”.
“ViratKohli isa logical thinker,hecomes

preparedwithallnumbers,soweneedtobe
prepared. As selectors, we need to know
whatacertainplayerhasdoneoneyearago
andagainstwhichteam.Ifyoucanconvince
Virat, heagrees,”headds.
The selectors listed playerswith poten-

tial — Priyank Panchal, Vihari and Avesh
Khan,tonameafew—andeachoneofthem
had towatch a player from the list over the
next one year. “We had to go and see that
playermultipletimesduringtheyear.What
this does is, we get to see them in different
situations and different people are seeing
them. All these opinions converge, and the
bestsolutioncomesoutof it,”saysParanjpe.
The individual experience of the selec-

tors kicks in at this point. Likewas the case
withVihari andParanjpe.
“I have seenVihari since his junior days.

I had gone to see oneMumbai vs Andhra
game inOngol and he scored 160 runs. The
way he controls the game and theway he
leads, IcalledMSKPrasadandtoldhimthat

thisguyisready.Heshouldplayinternational
cricket,”Paranjpesays.
Foreachof theplayers, the journeyfrom

boytomanhoodishastenedbyhavingwhat
is termed as shadow tours — before the
national team goes overseas, the A team is
sent to thesameplace.
SaysParanjpe,“Beforesuchtours,thesup-

port staff of the Indian team, A team, U-19
team, selectors, and Dravid discusswhich
bucketofplayerswewanttoconcentrateon.
TheperformancesintheRanjiTrophymatter
in the selection of the A team. Mayank
Agarwal and Vihari were
picked from there. The A
teamshave a great guy like
Dravidworkingwith them,
from where they go to
someoneasgoodasShastri
in the national team. It’s a
seamlesstransition.”
Trained professional

eyes watch not only the
India nets but all domestic
matches. The big pace find
of this Australia tour,
MohammadSiraj,oweshis
place in the side to Indian
bowlingcoachBharatArun,whonoticedhim
attheIPLnets inHyderabadafewyearsago.
Others toobegannoticinghim. “During the
last trip to Australia, in end 2018, I remem-
berwe discussed him a lot in our selection
meetings,”Paranjpesays.
They couldn’t fit Siraj in then, but he

grabbedhis chance this tour, displaying the
maturitytobowltotheteam’sleg-trapplans,
reverse the ball when necessary, and even
calloutracism—overandbeyondwhatone
wouldexpect fromadebutant.
Washington Sundar, who went from

beinganetbowler toagamechanger in the
final Test at Brisbane,might have surprised
many,buthehasbeenontheselectors’radar,
evenforTests,since2019—bothforhisbowl-
ingandbatting.
“Hewasn’t playing for Tamil Nadu state

teambutweknewhecouldbe lethal down

theorder. IhadseenhimatlocalTamilNadu
league games and knewhe is highly rated.
He has a batsman’s mind. He knew if he
played100balls,thematchwouldturn.Only
abatsmancanthinklikethat,”Paranjpesays.
Aformerplayer,acoachandacommenta-

tor,whowishes tobe anonymous, toohada
handinspottingSundarthebowler.Heraninto
SundarataU-19campandaskedhim,“What
doyoudo,Waashi?”.Hesaid,“Sir,Ibat,andoc-
casionallybowl.”Already impressedwithhis
batting, thecoachgothimtobowl fora short
whileand,attheendof it, toldhim,“Fromto-

day,afteryoufinishyourbat-
ting and fielding, hit the
bowlingnets.”

■ ■ ■

Another Brisbane hero,
Shardul Thakur, too didn’t
just emerge out of Palghar
one fine day to play for
India. Along with various
opportunities provided by
hisstateassociationandIPL,
hetalksabouttheinfluence
of IndiaAonhisgrowth.

“Weplayagainst thosewhoareeither in
contentionfortheirspotinthenationalteam
or even a fewwhohave alreadymade their
namesinternationally. Inourteam,weshare
adressingroomwiththelikesofViratKohli,
CheteshwarPujara,AjinkyaRahane,Shikhar
Dhawan,sothelearningishuge,”Thakurtells
TheSundayExpress.
It’sthesameforVihari.“IndiaAtoursplay

ahugepart because the gap is reduced. Also
IPL...RahulsirwasthecoachinmanyAtours.
Heissomeonewhodoesn’tsayalotanddoes
notaskmetomaketoomanychangesintech-
nique. Instead,hehas instilleddisciplineand
focusedonthementalaspectof thegame.So
thosetourshavehelpedme,”saysVihari.
“Dravidgaveusafreehand,”saysThakur.

“He told us, ‘Make your own plan and play,
butsticktoyourplans’.Hewouldalsostrictly
evaluateourperformancesaftereachgame.

He would also ask us to rate our own
performances.”
Raman zooms in on a crucial element

brought inbyDravid. “He tookoutwinning
andlosingfromtheseAandU-19games.He
madeitclearthatit’saboutexposure,giving
a chance to all kids over a tour. So everyone
knew that theywould be getting chances,
andcould improve theirgames,"hesays.
Theways of training too changed, with

facilities available to the national team be-
ingmadeaccessible to the juniors.
AbhaySharma,aU-19andAcoach,says,

“When I give them throwdownswith the
slinger, I do so at 140-145 kmph.Wewould
push them to the limit to help narrow
thegap.”
Before Shastri, there was Anil Kumble,

whoplayedavitalroleinlayingtheblueprint
for thepresentsystem. In July2016,daysaf-
terhetookoverasIndia’scoach,hecalledfor
ameetingwithall thestakeholders—selec-
tors,Dravid,NCAcoaches,TestcaptainKohli,
andODIskipperMSDhoni.Theintentwasto
streamline the feeder system by getting
everyone on the samepagewith respect to
long-term goals. Shastri and selectors have
continued fromwherehe leftoff.
Paranjpe lists out his three key factors

behind the strength of the back-up players.
“First, theIndiaAframework,secondisVirat
Kohlisettinganexampleinfitness.Thethird
is IPL. It makes players realisewhat cham-
pionplayersaroundtheworldaredoing.”

■ ■ ■

Those outside the official system too do
their jobs. Like the personal coaches at the
grassroots.WhenHardik Pandya sought to
hide under his sunglasses after a sleepless
night,afterbeingsentbackfromthe2019ODI
seriesagainstAustraliaandNewZealandover
theKaranJoharshowfiasco, itwashischild-
hood coach Jitender Singhwho pulled him
outofhishometostartplayingcricketagain.
As a teenager,whenRishabh Pant’s runs

dried up, it was his coach Tarak Sinhawho
helpedhimreassemblehistechnique.“Ittook
menearlytwoyears,Iwouldgetupat2.30am
to shadowpractisewhat he taughtme. And
justashesaid,unknowntomyself, itbecame
part ofmymusclememory. Peopledon’t re-
alisethe importanceof acoach. Icallhimmy
ustaad,”Pantoncetoldthisnewspaper.
Once a youngster comes through state

trialsandgets intothesystemattheU-14or
U-16 level, the process takes over. Says
Raman, “From there on, there is a ladder to
climb and the kid can see it. How fast he or
sheclimbsisstilluptothemtoanextent,but
at least a clarity of the path ahead is visible.
That’s all that young players need at that
stage. The feeling that yes, this canbedone.
That it’snotan impossibledream.”

INPUTSFROMDEVENDRAPANDEY,
SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY,
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Indiancricket’s trystwithhistory inAustraliadidn’thappenovernight. SRIRAMVEERAonall thatwent into the
makingof thisWinningXI—fromtalent-spotters turningupatnets tocoachesandselectorsexchangingnotes,

parentsandmentors toself-motivatedplayers, somedreams,anda lotof foresight

THE BACKROOM
THEDECISIONMAKERS
RAHULDRAVID:Asheadcoach,
NationalCricketAcademy, theUnder-
19andIndiaAteamcoachesreported
toDravid.Till a fewmonthsago,he
alsohad11NCAcoachesworking
underhim.Dravid’s role is tomentor
andmonitor India’s talentpool.NCA
alsoensures thatyoungplayerswho
get injuredstay inthesystem.
NATIONALSELECTIONCOMMITTEE:
Thefive-memberteam,all formerTest
players,pickthesquad.At thestartof
theseason, theycompilea listof 50
potentialplayers for thenational team
andtravelaroundthecountryto
followtheirprogress.
RAVISHASTRI:Senior teamcoach,he
isassistedbythebowling,battingand
fieldingcoaches.Alongwithcaptain,
hetakesa finalcallontheplayingXI.

THESYSTEM
■Formostyoungcricketers, the
journeystartsata localacademy
underacoach,whoismostlyaclubor
a first-classplayer.Theynextplayat
clubs/district tournaments,where
stateassociationselectors turnupto
pickstate teams.
■ Everyyear, stateassociations
conductUnder-14,Under-16,
Under-19,Under-23andRanjiTrophy
selectiontrialsbefore theannual
Boardtournament.
■ Juniornational selectorskeepa
watchoninter-state tournaments to
pickplayers forzonalcamps.At this
stage, theNCArepresentativesenter
thesystem.Theytraincricketersat
thesecampsandsharetheir
assessmentswiththeselection
committees thatpick Junior, IndiaA
andsenior teams.

THEJUNIORTEAMS
INDIAA
This isateamofplayersonthe
thresholdof thenational team.Since
2015,outof the99playerswhohave
playedfor IndiaA,53havebeen
elevatedtotheseniorteam.Inthelast
threeyears, IndiaAhasplayedsixtours
athomeandsevenabroad.Since ‘A’
teamsofothercountriesarestrong,
Indianplayershavefacedtheverybest
beforetheygoontorepresent India.
ShubmanGillhasn’tyetplayedaTest
againstSouthAfrica,buthehas
alreadyfacedtheirpacetrioofKagiso
Rabada,LungiNgidiandAnrichNortje.
UNDER-19
Since2016, sixUnder-19playershave
goneontoplay for theseniorside.
Besides, closeto100playershave
playedfirst-class.

DEVENDRAPANDEY

MentoredbyRahulDravid,agenerationof youngcricketershavemadeasmoothtransitiontotheseniorside

THEREASONthisAustralian
triumphisbeinghailedasthe
greatestTestserieswinever
wasbecauseIndiapulleditoff
withastand-incaptainin
chargeandabunchof fringe
players.Thehypearound
themnotwithstanding, this
youngunit isstillaworkin
progress. Inthelastcoupleof
years,a full-strengthIndiahas
lostTestseries inSouthAfrica,
EnglandandNewZealand.
Theyhaven’twonthebigICC
tournamentseither.Withthis
tourthrowingupseveral
match-winners, thesystem,
whiledealingwiththeprob-
lemofplenty,willhaveto
worktowardsmakingthe
teammoreconsistent.

CHAMPIONS:
TheIndianteamwith
theBorder-Gavaskar
trophyafter thewinin
the fourthandfinal
Testmatchagainst

Australia inBrisbane.
Indiawonthe
series2-1. PTI

Workin
progress

The BCCI’s
structure came
together to feed the
national teamwith
talented players who
werementally,
physically, and
skilfully ready to
take on the world

New Delhi
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Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEENSINGH
Twitter@tavleen_singh

THENAMEof theTVchannel is notma-
terial. The name of the journalist is not
material. The accusations in respect of
someothermatters against the channel
arenotrelevantfortoday’scolumn.What
are relevant andmaterial are the deci-
sion-making process and the decisions
concerningnationalsecuritytakenatthe
highest levelsof thegovernment.
The purpose of this column is not to

accuseormalignanyone.Thepurposeis
to ask a straightforward question:were
sensitive and protected decisions of the
government sharedwith anyonewho
was not a part of the decision-making
process? A supplementary question is,
wouldsomeofthosedecisionsfallunder
“official secrets”?

BAD NEWS FOR
ZUCKERBERG

How thesematters tumbled out of
theclosetisamystery.Theyaresupposed
tobe “chats” onWhatsApp. Theowners
ofWhatsApphave long claimed that all
conversations on WhatsApp are en-
cryptedfromend-to-endandnoonehas
accesstothoseconversations.Itwasalso
claimed that the owners do not have a
record of the conversations and cannot
sharethemwithanyone.Idonotknowif
those claims are true, but there is grow-
ing doubt. Can conversations between
two individualsbehacked—that is, one
enters illegallyandsteals?Idonotknow
theanswertothatquestiontoo,butthere

isgrowingsuspicionthatsuchconversa-
tionscanbehacked.
All this is bad news for Mr Mark

Zuckerberg, the owner of Facebook,
Instagram andWhatsApp, and among
therichestpersons intheworld.
Be that as it may, certain conversa-

tions between two individuals have be-
come public. To the best of my knowl-
edge,thepublishedmaterial(inprintand
onthesocialmedia)hasnotbeendenied
by the individuals concerned. If it is de-
nied, that is the end of thematter as far
as this column is concerned; if it is not,
certainquestionsarise.

AN OFFICIAL SECRET
TherewasanattackonanIndianmil-

itaryconvoyatPulwamaonFebruary14,
2019.Aconversationtookplacebetween
‘Journalist’ and ‘Other’onFebruary23:
23-02-2019
10.31pm:Journalist:Onanothernote

somethingbigwill happen.
10.33 pm: Other: Am sure you will

and I stronglywishyour success
10.34pm:Other:Foryour success
10.36pm:Journalist:Nosir,Pakistan.

Somethingmajorwill bedone this time.
10.37pm:Other: Itsgoodforbigman

in this season
Hewill sweeppolls then
Strike??OrBigger
10.40 pm: Journalist: Bigger than a

normal strike. And also on the same time
somethingmajoronKashmir.OnPakistan
the Govt is confident of striking in away

thatpeoplewill beelated.
Exactwordsused.
TheattackatPulwamawasanactofter-

rorismand40solderswerekilled.Thede-
fenceforceswereinfuriated.Itwasbelieved
thatPakistanhadrecruitedandtrainedthe
person responsible for theattack.A retal-
iatorystrikewasexpected.The“conversa-
tion”tookplaceonFebruary23.Threedays
later, on February 26, Indian Air Force
planesstruckatBalakotinPakistan.
I amnot concernedwithwhoheard

those“words”.Thatperson,Ishallassume,
waslucky:hewasintherightplaceatthe
righttime!Iamconcernedaboutwhout-
tered thosewords.Whywere thewords
uttered inthepresenceof anon-govern-
mentperson?Weretheyutteredwiththe
intention of sharing protected informa-
tion?While itwaswidely expected that
the defence forceswill retaliate to the
Pulwama attack, no body could have
imagined the “exact words used” to de-
scribetheintendedretaliation.Obviously,
someonesharedsensitiveandprotected
information.Whowasthatperson?
SomedecisionsareConfidential,some

areSecret,someareTopSecret,andsome
are‘ForYourEyesOnly’.Aretaliatorystrike
on a target in Pakistanwould be FYEO. I
amprettycertainthatthedecision-mak-
ing process as well as the decision in-
volved only the Prime Minister, the
DefenceMinister, theNSA,theArmyand
Air Force Chiefs and the Commander of
the Western Air Command. Even the
strikepilotswouldhavebeenbriefedonly
hoursbefore the strike, andquarantined

untilthelaunch.Youmaydrawyourcon-
clusions onwhoused the “exactwords”
andsharedtheprotectedinformation.
My worry is, was the information

sharedwith any one elsewho (perhaps
unknowntothesource)mayhavebeena
spyor informer of Pakistan?My second
worry isabout the“Other”personinthe
conversation.Whatwashissecurityclas-
sification and did he share the informa-
tionwithanyone?

DEATH VIGIL
The collateral damage causedby the

conversationswas the reputation of the
latefinanceministerArunJaitley(mayhe
rest inpeace):
10-04-2019
12.45pm:Other:Jaitleyistheirbiggest

failure
Journalist: that Iagree totally
Shockingly, there was a death vigil

overavery illman.
19-08-2019
10.08 am: Journalist: Jaitley stretch-

ing it. PMOdoesnot knowwhat todo. PM
leavingonWednesday forFrance
10.09am:Other:Sohasnotdiedyet?
10.55 am: Journalist:Maintaining

him.Iexpectsomethingbytheevening.One
of my meetings in delhi this week gets
pushedbecauseof this.
I grieve for our country, our Armed

Forcesandtheirsecretsand,nottheleast,
forthefamilyofArunJaitleywhoserved
the BJP (and its predecessor, the Jan
Sangh) loyallysince1975.

‘Exactwords’ is a betrayal

I am not concerned with who
heard those “words”. That
person, I shall assume, was

lucky: he was in the right
place at the right time! I am

concerned about who uttered
those words. Why were the

words uttered in the presence
of a non-government person?

Were they uttered with the
intention of sharing

protected information?
While it was widely expected

that the defence forces will
retaliate to the Pulwama

attack, no body could have
imagined the “exact words

used” to describe the
intended retaliation

Across
THEAISLE

PCHIDAMBARAM
Website:pchidambaram.in
Twitter@Pchidambaram_IN

ONONEofthesebleak,foggymorningsthat
makeforreflection,mymotherwondered
aloudhowmylifemighthaveturnedoutif
wehadn’tmoved fromBombay toDelhi
whenIwasateenager.Notfundamentally
differently, I liketopresume.I’dstillbeme.
ButwheneverIglanceatablackandwhite
familyphotographwitharagingmonsoon
seainthebackground,Ifeelatwingeofnot
exactly regret, but longing, for a city that
couldhavebeenmyhomebutisnot.Iknow,
Imerelyexchangedonemetroforanother,
aprettylameexampleforrandomnesscon-
sideringhowpeopleare tossedaroundby
twistsinfateandfortune.However,therole
chanceplays inour lives is under appreci-

ated.Thereareoverlappingpossibilitiesbut
no infalliblemap to serve as guide. Some
are destined for serendipity, others to be
trappedbycircumstances—howtheuni-
verseconspirestodecidewhoendsuphow
andwhere,remainsaneternalmystery.
Take theutterly arbitrary caseof a bus

conductor falsely implicated in a Delhi
school boy’smurder. The case, big news
three years ago,was trending again since
theCBIhasfiledachargesheetagainstfour
Gurgaonpoliceofficers for framingAshok
Kumar.Accusedofsodomyandbrutallytor-
turedduringhistwo-monthincarceration,
Kumar can no longer work and needs
strongpainmedication toget throughthe
day.His life tookashatteringturnbecause
the allegedmurderer, another student,
scaredofhisparents’wrathathispoorac-
ademic performance, was trying to get

OpenDaycancelled.
Hypothetically, if Kumar had been a

conductoronanyoftheother20busesex-
cept the one the victim travelled in, he
would not have even been an accused.
Happenstanceplacedhim there andall it
tookwasa little bit of godforsaken luck to
permanentlyalterafuture.
Thereare turningpoints inallour lives

when life could have been one thing but
turns out to be another. The human ten-
dency is to view the opportunities that
passedusbyinamoodofhazydreaminess,
like great thingsmight have happened if
onlywehadletthem.Fortunatelyperhaps,
wedwell less on thecalamities that could
justaseasilyhavebefallenusinstead.“Into
thisworldwe’rethrown,likeadogwithout
a bone. An actor out alone,”warned Jim
Morrison,inhissomewhatcreepylastsong,

Ridersonthestorm,beforeunexpectedlydy-
ing.Thetruthisonesimplycannotpredict
where another fork in the roadmayhave
led.Yet,weinhabitastateofwistfulconjec-
ture on all the improbable possibles that
didn’t come to fruition. It’s perfectlynatu-
raltolookbackandcontemplatewherewe
wouldbe if situationshadpannedoutdif-
ferently. But viewingour imagined selves
through rose-tinted glasses prevents us
fromfullyenjoyingthelivesweareliving.
AhistoriceventlikeCovidhassuddenly

givenallofhumanityendlesshourstorumi-
nateoverthefrustratinggapbetweenwhat
is, andwhatmay have been. In an ideal
world, 2020would have provoked huge
amounts of gratitude. And it did, albeit
briefly.Itdidn’tlastbecausehumanbeings
are selfish, unbridled narcissistswhose
mainpreoccupationsarethemselves.It’sno

surprisethatKumar’slife,aKafkaesquefog
of laughable evil, is effectingonly in a vis-
ceralkindofway.Themostcaptivatingas-
pect of this case is that justice has been
served.Kumarhasbeenabsolvedofahor-
rific charge andhis accusers identified, as
opposedtolanguishinginjailforever(anall
toopossiblealternatereality).
Themost critical part of his haunting

narrative is that hewent frompoverty to
destitutionthroughnofaultofhis,adeval-
ued social identity abruptly diminishing
whatevermeagre prospects his two chil-
drenhad. The explanation, if there is one,
lies outside the realm. Butwemay glean
from injustice the precarious nature of
things,maybe evenappreciate the obsta-
clesweavoided,onthisstrangeandunpre-
dictableride.

Thewriter isdirector,HutkayFilms

The inescapable lure of NeverlandOn the
LOOSE
LEHERKALA
leherkala@gmail.com

FOR THE first time since India first cele-
bratedRepublicDayonJanuary26,1950,
there will be two parades in Delhi next
week. Onewill be the official parade to
which the only people invited now are
high officials and their friends and rela-
tions. The other is a parade that is being
organisedbythepeopleofourrepublicto
whichnoofficialshavebeeninvited.Itwill
be a parade of tractors carrying angry
farmersand their families. It seeksnot to
disrupttheofficialparadebuttomakethe
point that the government has stopped
listening to the people. If this were not
true, whywould theModi government
insist on farm reforms that farmers so
deeply resent that they have camped on
the borders of Delhi for more than two
months? The unofficial parademay be
stopped from entering Delhi, but the
farmershavemadetheirpoint.
Therewasa time intheearlyyearsof

ourrepublicwhenordinarypeoplecould
attend the official parade. As someone
who lived within walking distance of
Rajpath, I rememberwell thosecold,wet
Januarymorningswhenwewouldgoex-
tra early to get good seats on the green
woodenbenchesthat linedbothsidesof
the parade route. Securitywas noprob-
lem so wewould carry with us baskets
filled with food and hot beverages and
wait forwhat seemed like hours for the
parade to begin. It used to be a celebra-
tion in which ordinary people partici-
pated with joy and excitement. But, for
many years now, it has been a parade
which only VIPs can actually witness.
Thismakes the other parade nextweek
more interesting, even if it is stopped at
the lastminute.
Thefarmersaretryingtobeheardand

the Prime Minister should listen. Last
week an India Today poll declared that
NarendraModi is as popular as ever and
thatifanelectionwereheldtodaytherul-
ing National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
that he leads would get more than 300
seats.Thiscouldhavemoretodowiththe
dismalstateof theOpposition,butthat is
neither here nor there.Modi’s charisma,
accordingtothispoll,remainsaslustrous
asever. So thenwhydowehave this sec-
ondparadetakingplaceatall?Whyhave
angryfarmersbeenprotestingonthebor-
dersofDelhi formorethantwomonths?
Why is the government unable to per-
suade them that the farm laws it has
broughtwillbegoodforthem?Whywith
eventhemedia firmlyonhissidehas the
PrimeMinisternotbeenabletoconvince
the protesting farmers that their protest
iswrong?
Havingmulled over these questions

long and hard, I have concluded that the
realreasonforthisapparentdichotomyis
thatModi’s government is being seen as
arrogant and contemptuous.When the
farmersbegan their siegeonDelhi’s bor-
ders, thefirstreactionof seniorministers
wastochargethemwithbeingKhalistanis
and‘anti-national’.SomeBJPspokesmen
actually said on national television that
thiswasnothingbutacontinuationofthe
ShaheenBaghprotestagainstthecitizen-
shiplaws.Inthecaseofthatprotest, itwas
easy to spread conspiracy theories be-
causetheprotesterswereMuslims.Inthe
case of the farmers, it has not been easy
to get awaywith wild charges because
they responded angrily and often that it
istheirsons,brothersandfatherswhode-
fend India’s borders. Sikh farmers have
beenmore aggressive because of the sly
campaign the government has run that
seeks to create the impression that it is
only Sikh farmers who are angry about
thenewlaws.
The truth is that arrogance has been

thedefining characteristic ofModi’s sec-
ond term as PrimeMinister. Parliament
has been treated not (to use his own
words) as that ‘temple of democracy’ on
whosestepshebowedhisheadonhisfirst
daythere.But,asavehicletoramthrough
lawswhether the people want them or
not.Thiswaseasywhenitcametotheab-
rogation of Article 370 because most
IndiansoutsideKashmirapprovedtotally.
Itwaswiththechangestothecitizenship
law that things started to getmore com-
plicated. Modi’s ministers and hismin-
ionsonsocialmediashriekedtheirheads
off that IndianMuslimswould not find
theircitizenshipunderthreat,buttheyre-
mained unconvincedwith good reason.
InmorewaysthanonetheHindutvaproj-
ect thathasbeenlaunchedinModi’ssec-
ond termhasmade it clear thatMuslims
aresecond-class citizens.
Insteadoftryingtoaddresstheirfears,

the response has been to pass ludicrous
lovejihadlawsinBJP-ruledstates,whose
mainpurpose seems tobe to jailMuslim
menwhomarryHinduwomen. This is a
law that demeans women by denying
them the fundamental right to choose
who theymarry, but somehowBJP chief
ministers do not see it this way. Could it
be because, in emulation of the Prime
Minister, they have decided that they
know best what is good for the people?
This contempt for their opinion is some-
thing the people have noticed, which is
why we have seen this spate of public
protests.AnalternativeRepublicDaypa-
rade inDelhi nextweek couldbe thebe-
ginning of something that bodes ill for
Modi unless he resolves to listen to the
voicesof thepeople.

Dalitality
RADHIKAKUMAR
KAUSHALPANWAR

A community, their voices
brushed under the carpet

MANYYEARSago, inthelatehoursof the
night, a firebrokeoutataprominent sci-
ence college inNagpur.Withahosepipe
inourhands,mycolleagueandImadeour
way to the laboratory thatwas engulfed
inhugeflames.Aswegotclose,therewas
an explosion and the room filled with
smoke.Wewere gasping for breath but
couldn’t find a way out. Finally, we de-
cidedtoliedownonthefloorandusethe
hosepipe to traceourwayback tosafety.
In the 28 years that I have been part

of the firefighters’ family, life-threaten-
ing incidents such as these, which re-
quire presence of mind, courage, intel-
ligence and patience, have been many.
Risks are apart of the job and it is away
of life for us.
I always wanted to join a profession

whereIwouldgettoweartheuniform.At
20,after I failedtoclear theexamsforthe
National Defence Academy, I gave up on
my dream of joining the defence forces.
Later, I appeared foranothercompetitive
exam and got admission to the Sub Fire
OfficerscourseattheNationalFireService
College. A year later, I joined a big petro-
chemicals firm, andworked there for 11
years. However, highly effective preven-
tivemeasuresensuredthat industrialac-
cidentswere rare at the firm. Iwas look-
ing for a challenge, and
that iswhen the offer to
join the Nagpur
MunicipalCorporation’s
(NMC) Fire Brigade as
Assistant Station Officer
came up — a 24/7 job
to cater to not just fire
exigencies but also
other accidents. A new
journeybegan.
Overtheyears, Ihave

found that rescuing a
person trapped in fire
sometimes becomes
moredifficultbecauseof
the noise created by on-
lookers.Ionceexperienceditwhenatwo-
storeybuildinghadcollapsed.Werescued
two people alive from under the debris
but couldn’t find a nine-year-old girl. It
was dark, andwe had put up inflatable
lightswhichweredrawingpower froma
generator. The thrumming of the equip-
mentalongwiththenoisecreatedbythe
crowdthathadgatheredmadeitverydif-
ficult to hear any cries for help from the
trapped girl and to trace her location.

Suddenly,thegeneratorranoutoffueland
the lampswent off. The crowd became
silent and almost immediately a faint
soundofsomeoneinpaincouldbeheard.
Withinminutes,thegirlwasrescuedalive.

Only a firefighter knows
that relief, that satisfac-
tionofpullingpeopleout
of the jawsof death.
At times, firefighters

face criticism over their
response time. What
peopledon’tunderstand
is that the teamshave to
negotiate their way
through heavy traffic to
reach the accident spot,
which is often milling
with anxious crowds.
Other factors such as
paucity of staff and fire
tendersmayalso impact

response time. While Nagpur’s fire-
fighting facilitiesareadequate, theNMC
FireBrigade routinelygets called forac-
cidents outside the municipal limits,
across the Vidarbha region, where the
facilitiesmay be foundwanting.
Bhandara, for example —where 10

newbornsdiedduringafireatthedistrict
hospital on January9—hasonlyone fire
tender and four contractual employees.
However, the teamstillmanaged to con-

trol the fire. Imagine if the already
stretchedteamhadtorespondtoanother
fire call simultaneously?What would
theyhavedone?
A firefighter’s job also takes a toll on

hisfamilylife.Firstly,giventherisksof the
job, no onewants tomarry a firefighter.
MywifeArchanaanddaughters,Maithili
and Sameera, have now adjusted to the
realitiesofmyprofession.EverytimeIgo
outonamission,mywifesays,“Youdon’t
need to be too daring.” Asmy daughters
grewup,theyjoinedtheirmotherinvoic-
ing concern. At times, particularly in the
summermonths,whenfire incidentsare
morefrequent,thephoneringingatnight
alarmsthem.WhenIreturnfromthespot,
myblackenedfacetellsthemmystorybut
their anxieties soongivewayto relief.
Evenwhenwestepout,myfamilyhas

aPlanBreadyincaseIgetadistresscall. It
upsets them, but they have become ac-
customed to this life.When I return,my
wife keepswater ready formybath, lays
outmy clothes, and serves us a sumptu-
ousmeal. Things seemnormal again, till
thenextphonecall.

RajendraUchake is theChief FireOfficer
atNagpurMunicipalCorporation

Translated fromMarathi by
VivekDeshpande

Fireman’s diary: Of calls
at night, family’s Plan B

life &
WORK
RAJENDRAUCHAKE
rduchake@gmail.com

After theBhandaraDistrictHospital fire inwhich10newbornswerekilled.PTI

Listen to
the people

My wife and daughters
have now adjusted to
the realities of my
profession. Every time I
go out on a mission, my
wife says, “You don’t
need to be too daring.”
When I return, my
blackened face says my
story but anxiety soon
gives way to relief

WHENTHErankingsforthefiftheditionof
the SwachhSurvekshanwere released in
August last year, onewas struck by the
plethoraof termsinuseunderthevernac-
ularnomenclatureofSwachhataorcleanli-
ness.TheseincludetheSwachhataSamiksha
(cleanlinessreview),SwachhataPakhwada
(cleanliness fortnight) and the Swachh
Survekshan.Yet,conspicuousbyitsabsence
hasbeen‘SwachhkarSamaj’,thetermused
toidentifythecommunityassociatedwith
the taskof cleanliness. The absenceof the
Samaj isreflectiveofhowthevernacularis
oftenselectivelyappropriatedtobuildpop-
ularappeal.
Thepopular also calls on thepersonal

toservethenationbyparticipatinginclean-
linesscampaigns,astheslogan‘Swachhata
hisewahai(cleanlinessisservice)’becomes
salient. Also, the careful leveraging of the
vernaculardovetailsintothepoliticsofcul-
turalnationalism.Indoingso,itchangesthe
frameof reference, leaving little opportu-
nityfortheSwachhkartobeaudible.So,the
narrativeof anentire community—those
involved in the taskof cleaning—findsno
mentionintheofficialvocabulary.
Butthisdoesnotmeanthatmentionof

theSwachhkarshasalwaysbeenabsent in
themainstreamdiscourse. The first refer-
encetoacommunityengagedinsanitation
works is traced to theBritish administra-
tioninIndia.NicolasJaoul,inhispiecetitled
‘CastingtheSweepers’,arguesthatthecolo-
nial administration leveraged caste net-
workstorecruitmemberstoperform“un-
touchable tasks” in urban areas; thereby
creatingthecategoryof the‘sweeper’.
Whilemanyofthesub-castesthattook

upsanitationworkinthecitywerealsoen-
gagedinsimilaroccupationsinthevillage,
others suchas theDhanukandBansphod
joinedthecategoryof sweepersonlyafter
theymigratedtothecities.Hence,theirin-
corporation into the urban work force
broughtthemwithinthefoldofnewcate-
gories of identification.While the British
adopted‘modern’waysofreorganisingand
identifyingtheworkforce,theysimultane-
ouslydisregardedthedemandsforrecogni-
tion as a separate community. This rejec-
tionwasbasedontheargumentthatthese
various sub-castes had commonoccupa-

tions,butforthepurposesofofficialrecog-
nition, they were expected to choose
amongsttheestablishedreligions.
Infact, thesub-casteswereaggressive-

ly courted byHindu organisations in the
earlytwentiethcenturytodeclaretheirre-
ligionasHinduism.VijayPrashadwritesin
UntouchableFreedomthatthepopularising
of Valmiki amongst untouchableswas a
ploymeanttoseparatethe‘sweepers’from
theleadershipof theDalits.
After Independence, namingandcon-

solidationofthecastesengagedinthetask
ofcleanlinessgotembroiledinelectoralpol-
itics as various political parties sought to
mobilise ex-untouchables castes.Howev-
er, as claimedbymanysub-castes, thepa-
tronageextendedtothemintermsofgov-
ernment jobs as sweepers proved to be
detrimentalinthelongrun.Whileotherex-
untouchable castes such as the Chamars
gainedthrougheducationandoccupational
diversification,thosesub-castesengagedin
cleanlinesswereunabletogainsocialmobi-
lity. These attempts at casting an identity
for the ex-untouchable castes aggravated
differences amongst the sub-castes. Yet,
narratives andmovements aimedatDalit
emancipation have flourishedparallel to
theimpositionofthesecontrivedidentities.
ThetermSwachhkarSamaj issaidtoin-

cludeallthosesub-casteswhichdojobssuch
assweeping,garbagecollectionandsanita-
tionwork.Collectingnarrativesfromthever-
nacularrevealstheuncertainoriginsof the
term,thoughit issaidtobeinusesincethe
1990s.ThepurposeoftheSwachhkarSamaj
istoformoneumbrellaorganisationsothat
varioussub-castesmaycollectivelymobilise
andassert their “constitutional rights”. Yet
thevarioussub-castes includedwithinthe
Samajalsoclaimtohavedistinctidentities.
The Swachhkar Samaj faces adaunting

taskasitattemptstocastthevernacularin
thevocabularyof themainstreamandyet
preventitsemancipatoryvisionfrombeing
challengedandhijackedbyadministrative,
religiousandelectoralagendasofthedom-
inantclasses,castesandleaders.

KumarandPanwarteachatMotilal
NehruCollege,UniversityofDelhi.

SurajYengde,authorofCasteMatters,
curatesthefortnightly ‘Dalitality’column
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Crude Watch
OIL FALLSONCHINA’SCOVIDCASES
New York: Oil prices settled lower, weighed down by a build in US
crude inventories and worries that new pandemic restrictions in
China will curb fuel demand in the world’s biggest oil importer. Brent
crude futures fell 69 cents to settle at $55.41 a barrel.REUTERS

RESERVEBANKOF INDIASTUDY

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY23

THEREALeffectiveexchangerate
(REER)oftherupeehasremained
aroundthebenchmark(baseyear
valueof 100) formostpartof the
last15years,reflectingIndia’sbet-
ter external competitiveness, a
ReserveBankofIndiastudysaid.
Inflation differentials be-

tweenIndiaanditsmajortrading
partners have declined and sta-
bilisedsincetheadoptionofflex-
ible inflation targeting (FIT)
framework, boding well for
India’sexternalcompetitiveness,
theRBIpapersaid.
Goingforward,largecapitalin-

flows unless fully absorbed
through current account deficit
and/ormoppedupasforeignex-
changereservescancauseappre-

ciation of the rupee and poten-
tiallyunderminetheexportcom-
petitiveness, the RBI paper said.
“In such amilieu, focus onprice
stability under the flexible infla-
tion targeting regime should re-
mainapolicyprioritytooffsetthe
erosion in external competitive-
nesswhichmay emanate from
appreciationoftherupeeinnom-
inalterms,”itsaid.
Given the fact that the global

tradeenvironmentisundergoing
a shift, it is important that the
nominal effective exchange rate
(NEER) and real effective ex-
change rate (REER) basket of the
rupee is reviewed regularly, the
RBIpapersaid.InthecaseofIndia,
therelativeimportanceoftrading
partners has shiftedmainly to-
wardsemergingmarketsandde-
veloping economies (EMDEs)
since2004-05.TheNEERisanin-

dexoftheweightedaverageofbi-
lateral exchange rates of home
currency vis-a-vis currencies of
tradingpartners,withweightsde-
rivedfromtheirsharesinthetrade
basket of the home currency. A
REERistheNEERadjustedbyrel-
ativepricesorcosts,typicallycap-
turedininflationdifferentialsbe-
tween the home economy and
tradingpartners.

Taking cognisance of these
factors,thebroadbasketofNEER/
REER indices of the rupee has
beenexpandedfrom36to40cur-
rencies and rebased to 2015-16,
theRBIstudysaid.ThenewREER,
onaverage,was0.8percentabove
itsbaseyearlevelduring2016-17
to 2019-20, a period coinciding
withmoderateinflationobserved
since the adoptionof FIT frame-
work. This implies that the infla-
tion differentials between India
anditstradingpartnerswereless
ofaconcernforformer’sexternal
competitiveness under FIT
regime,thepapersaid.
ThenewREER indices (both

trade- and export-weighted),
whichhaveremainedaroundthe
benchmark(i.e.,baseyearvalueof
100), showamodest apprecia-
tion/higherdepreciation relative
totheoldseriesduringNovember

2015toMay2019.
Infact,theissuerelatingtoun-

der/overvaluation of currencies
has been at the core of several
global trade disputes. The
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) uses REERmodels (along
with current accountmodel) to
make external balance assess-
ments for individual economies
andproducemultilaterallyconsis-
tentestimates for thecurrentac-
count and real exchange rate
normsandgaps,theRBIsaid.
Effectiveexchangerates(EERs)

serveasagauge forassessing the
fairvalueofacurrency, theexter-
nal competitiveness of an econ-
omyandevenserveasguideposts
forsettingmonetaryandfinancial
conditions.AnEER is a summary
indicator of movements of the
homecurrencyagainstabasketof
currenciesoftradingpartners.

BRIEFLY
BanonChinese
appstoremain
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
has sent notices toChinese
apps, includingTiktok, that
theordertoblockthemwill
becontinued.Thenoticehas
beenissuedbytheMinistry
ofElectronicsandIT.

Davossummit
tobegintoday
New Delhi/Davos: Prime
MinisterNarendraModiwill
beamongtheworldleaders
whowill participate in the
six-day online Davos
Agenda Summit of the
WorldEconomicForum,be-
ginningSunday.PTI

NANDITABOSE
&DOINACHIACU
WASHINGTON,JANUARY23

USPRESIDENT JoeBidenhas or-
dered the faster issuanceof pan-
demicstimuluschequestoneedy
familiesandincreasedfoodaidfor
childrenwho normally rely on
schoolmeals, an effort to ease
Americans’ burdens while
Congressnegotiatesoverhispro-
posed$1.9trillioneconomicstim-
uluspackage.
In theopeningdaysofhisad-

ministration, Biden is emphasis-
ing that the governmentmust
tacklethecoronaviruscrisiswith
urgency after his predecessor
Donald Trump largely played it
down. More than 400,000
Americans have died from the

virus andmillions of jobs have
beenlost.
“It’snotjusttomeetthemoral

obligation,”Bidensaidinremarks
at aWhite House event to sign
twoexecutive orders. “This is an
economicimperative.”
Bidensaidhis stimuluspack-

age to address the economic ef-
fectsofthepandemichassupport
frombusiness, labor,Wall Street
andMainStreet.
“A lot of America is hurting.

Thevirusissurging....Familiesare
goinghungry.Peopleareatriskof
being evicted. Job losses are
mountingagain.Weneed to act.
Nomatterhowyou lookat it,we
needtoact,”Bidensaid.
Republican lawmakers have

questioned theprice tagonpan-
demic aid anda separate invest-
mentproposal for infrastructure,

greenenergyprojects, education
andresearch.

EarlieronFriday,WhiteHouse
NationalEconomicCouncildirec-

tor Brian Deese said hewould
speakwithlawmakersonSunday
topushforrelief.
“We’re at a precariousmo-

ment for thevirus and theecon-
omy.Withoutdecisiveaction,we
riskfallingintoaveryseriouseco-
nomic hole, evenmore serious
than the crisiswe findourselves
in,”Deesesaid.
Biden’sactionswerenotasub-

stitute for legislativerelief,Deese
said,withabout16millionpeople
nowreceiving some typeof un-
employmentbenefitandanesti-
mated29millionwhodonothave
enoughtoeat.
AmajorpillaroftheBidenplan

is greatly increasing thenumber
of peoplewho are being vacci-
nated against the novel coron-
avirus. InDecember, Biden set a
goalof100millionvaccinationsin

his first100days inofficeandon
Fridayhespokeofexceedingthat
number. “We’re going to, God
willing, not only do100million,
we’re going domore than that,”
hesaid.
The US Centers for Disease

Control said it hadadministered
19.1milliondoses of the vaccine
as of Friday.Women,minorities
andlow-incomeserviceworkers
have been disproportionately
hurt, with Black and Hispanic
workersfacinghigherjoblessrates
thanwhiteworkers.
In an early test of whether

Republicans might support
DemocratBiden’splans forcoro-
navirus relief, infrastructure in-
vestment and tax increases, the
US Senate Finance Committee
votedunanimously on Friday to
approve Janet Yellen, Biden’s

choice for Treasury Secretary,
pavingthewayforherconfirma-
tionby the full chamber. Biden’s
hopesforspeedyactiononhisleg-
islative agenda andCabinet ap-
pointments are complicated by
theexpectedtrialofTrumpinthe
Senateasearlyasnextweekand
bipartisansquabblingoveropera-
tionsinanevenlysplitSenate.
InanexecutiveorderonFriday,

Biden asked the Treasury
Department to consider taking
stepstoexpandandimprovede-
liveryofstimuluschequessuchas
by establishing online tools for
claiming payments. Unem-
ploymentbenefitsarelargelyad-
ministeredbythestates,whichset
theirowneligibilityrequirements,
anditwasunclearhowthefederal
agencywould put this directive
intoeffect.REUTERS

Biden, citing ‘economic imperative,’ orders faster relief cheques

Targeted through false
propaganda: Adani Group
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY23

UNDERSCORINGTHATithasare-
sponsibilitytoitsshareholdersand
the local and international finan-
cial institutions, theAdaniGroup
saidithasbeen“targetedthrough
falsepropaganda”onnumerous
occasions.Thecompanysaid this
inanotetitled“AnOpenLetteron
theneedtoactagainstfalseprop-
agandaimpactingoursharehold-
ers”,postedonTwitterSaturday.
“Wereachoutacrossmanyre-

motepartsof thecountryandwe
areproud thatwearea sourceof
directandindirectemploymentto
hundredsofthousandsofpeople...
Oursixlistedcompanieshavecon-
sistently delivered exceptional
gainstoourshareholders.Wehave
aresponsibilitytothemandthelo-
caland international financial in-

stitutionsthathavedemonstrated
faith and invested in the Adani
Group,” theAhmedabad-based
groupsaid.
“…onnumerous occasions,

Adani Grouphas been targeted
through false propaganda.We
havealsobeenavictimofmanu-
facturedonlinemediacampaigns
aimedatspreadingmaliciouslies
aboutouroperations and inflict-
ingharmtoour shareholders,” it
added,without referring to any
particularallegation.
Last week, BJP’sMember of

ParliamentSubramanianSwamy
called Adani a “trapeze artist”
and said his group owed Rs 4.5
lakhcroreasNPAtobanks,anal-
legation that the group denied
saying it has never defaulted on
anybankloan.
Earlier thismonth,The Indian

Express reported that red flags
raised by the Department of

EconomicAffairsandNITIAayog,
with the tenderconditionsof the
2019roundofairportprivatisation,
werebrushedasidebythePublic
Private Partnership Appraisal
Committee(PPPAC),andthatthis
effectivelypavedthewayforAdani
Grouptowintherightstooperate,
manage anddevelop all six air-
portsthatwerebeingprivatised.
Thisnewspaperalsoreported

thatgiventheunprecedentedcon-
centration of power in at least
seven core sectors in corporate
India, frompharmaand telecom
to airports and ports, the
CompetitionCommissionofIndia
has launchedasetof detailed in-
vestigations on themarket dy-
namics of each sector. This in-
cludes a review of the model
concessionagreementsinkeyin-
frastructure sectors like airports,
portsandelectricity, inwhichthe
AdaniGroupisamajorplayer.

INTERVIEW:MD&CEO,CANARAHSBCORIENTALBANKOFCOMMERCELIFEINSURANCE

ASECONOMYhas started recov-
ering, insurance companies
have seen a rise in demand.
ANUJ MATHUR, MD & CEO,
Canara HSBC Oriental Bank of
Commerce Life Insurance, told
SANDEEP SINGH that while
awarenesshasincreasedbecause
oftheCovidpandemic,itmaynot
translateintoanimmediatesurge
indemandas several sectors are
stillunderstressandaffordability
hasbeenhit.He further said that
he expects that the Irdai’s Saral
BimaYojanawillbeasuccessand
its simplicitywill attract people.
Editedexcerpts:

Howdoyousee
businessrecovery?
It is recovering.While panic

buyingisnottherenow,peopleare
buyingbecauseof higheraware-
ness.Wearealsoseeinggoodtrac-
tionforinvestmentproducts, too,
as the interest rates have gone
downand there are fewoptions
availableforthelongtermthatare
offeringgoodreturn.Peoplearere-
alisingthata5-5.5percenttax-free
returnoveraperiodof time isat-
tractive in current times and so
theyarelookingatthem.

Didthepandemichelp
enhanceawarenesslevels
andriseinbusiness?
Theawarenessishighbutthat

maynottranslateintoimmediate
surgeinbusinessasseveralsectors
including MSMEs are still im-
pactedandpeoplehave seende-
clineintheir incomelevels. Itwill
takesometimeforrestoration.So,
whileawarenesshasgoneup,peo-
pleshouldhavefreecashflowsto
buyanditwillrisewithimprove-
mentinaffordability.

IrdaicameupwithSaralBima
Yojana.Whatrolewillitplay?
Asofnow,theproductsarenot

availableandalmostallinsurance
companiesarewaitingforregula-
toryapprovaltolaunchtheirprod-
ucts and we expect it to come
soon.ItslaunchdatewasJanuary1,
buttheregulatorhadsomequeries
andobservations.
Thereareseveralreasonsthat

couldmake it a success. LikePM
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, it is a
pureprotectionproduct.Whilethe
amount is cappedatRs2 lakh in
caseofPMJJY,ifsomeoneislooking
at Rs 20-25 lakh cover then this
will comeveryhandy. Itwill bea
fullyunderwrittenproductsothe
applicationwill be followed by
some requirements including
medical.Ithinkthatthesimplicity
oftheproductwillattractpeople.

Isthereanypressurebecause
ofpandemicclaims?
Claimshavegoneup, butnot

exponentially andarenotalarm-
ing.Claimsarenowgoingdownin
linewithdeclineinnewcasesand
mortality.

Howdoyouseetheinterest
ratemovementforIndia?
Fortunately, thecountrythat

weare in, there isagreatoppor-
tunity.Itisconsumption-ledand
Idon’t think therewill be a situ-
ationwhere businesses would
notneedcapital.So, Idon’tthink
wewill ever get into a scenario
where the interest rate will be
zero or 1. Asmanufacturing ac-
tivityrises,demandforfundswill
alsogoup.
Though interest rates in India

havecomedownby3-4percent-
agepointsoverthelast fiveyears,
theyhavenot gonebelowsub-5

levels.While it is verydifficult to
predictratesbeyond2-3years,but
I don’t think over the next 3-5
years the interest rates will go
sub-5percent.

Howdoyouseeretirement
asathemeforfuture?And
withratesgoingdown,
howcoulditimpact?
I amvery bullish onpension

andthatisonemarketthatIthink
would explode. Longevity is in-
creasing it is a key reason for re-
tirement products going up.
Interestratesgoingdownwillalso
help. As longevity rises, people
willhavetosavemoreasport-re-
tirement lifemaybeequal to the
working life. I think theneed for
annuitieswillgoup.
I don’t thinkwewill get im-

pactedaswedoaverycloseasset
liabilitymanagement.Asaninsur-
ance companywecan invest for
really long termand if you takea
30yearstermplan,wecaninvest
for that long. Also, from time to
time theproductsare repriced in
linewith interest ratemovement
andwealsohedgeourpositions.

Howhasconsumer
behaviourchanged?
Thenewmodel is digital but

physical alsoplays an important
role.Theywanttotalktoanadvi-
sor andunderstandas insurance
productsareabitcomplicated.The
phygitalmodeisnowgoingtoplay
adominant rolebecause several
thingsneed tobeexplainedand
face to faceorvoice interaction is
required.
Onegoodaspectisthatpeople

havegotusedtodigitalmodesand
whileonlinechannelsexisted,the
penetrationwas lowand it is ris-
ingnow.

Whatwouldyouliketoseein
theBudgetfromeconomy’s
pointofview?
While the government has

helpedinboostingconsumption,
we expect to see some steps in
theBudget, too,sothat it liftsde-
mand. Infrastructure spending
willbekeyasthatprovidesmass
employment.

‘Awareness post Covid high,
but no surge in biz as several
sectors are facing challenges’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY23

PETROLANDdiesel prices in
the country on Saturday
touchednewall-timehighsaf-
terrateswereincreasedforthe
fourthtimethisweek.
Petrol and diesel prices

were hiked by 25 paise per
litreeach,accordingtoaprice
notification fromoilmarket-
ing companies. This took the
petrol price in Delhi to Rs
85.70perlitreandinMumbai
to Rs 92.28. Diesel rate
climbed to Rs 75.88 a litre in
thenational capital and toRs
82.66perlitreinMumbai,the
pricedatashowed.
This is the secondconsec-

utivedayof rate increaseand
the fourth this week. In all
priceshavegoneupbyRe1per
litrethisweek.
Fuel prices, which vary

fromstate to statedepending
on local sales tax or VAT, are
now at record highs in the
country,promptingcries fora
cut in exciseduty to ease the
burdenonconsumers.
OilMinisterDharmendra

Pradhan earlier this week
blamed Saudi oil output cut
for the surge in oil prices but
remainednon-committal on
taxcuts.
Top oil explorer Saudi

Arabiahaspledgedadditional
voluntaryoutputcutsof1mil-
lionbarrelsperdayinFebruary
andMarch,whichhas led to
price climbing tomost since
thepandemicbrokeout.
State-owned fuel retailers

— IndianOil Corporation Ltd
(IOC), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and
Hindustan Petroleum
CorporationLtd(HPCL)—had

on January 6 resumed daily
price revision after nearly a
month-longhiatus.
Sincethen,rateshavegone

upbyRs1.99a litre onpetrol
andRs2.01incaseofdiesel.
This comes after interna-

tional oil prices firmedupon
hopes of demand returning
fromtherolloutofcoronavirus
vaccinesindifferentcountries,
includingIndia.
Prior to the currenthighs

triggeredbythepricehikesthis
month, fuel prices had last
touched record high on
October4,2018.
At that time the govern-

menthad cut excise duty on
petrolanddieselbyRs1.50per
litre inabid toease inflation-
ary pressure and boost con-
sumerconfidence.
Alongside, state-owned fuel
retailerscutpricesbyanother
Re 1 a litre, which they re-
coupedlater.
This time, thereareno in-

dicationsofadutycutsofar.
Petrolanddieselpricesare

revisedonadailybasisinline
with benchmark interna-
tional price and foreign ex-
changerates.

SECTORWATCH
FUEL

USPresidentJoeBidensignsexecutiveordersontheeconomy
asVicePresidentKamalaHarris lookson.AP/PTI

AnujMathur

Theissuerelatingtoun-
der/overvaluationofcur-
rencieshasbeenatthe
coreofseveralglobal
tradedisputes.

Valuation
akeyissueE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

‘Rupee’srealvaluestable,showing
betterexternalcompetitiveness’

`

Traction in securitisation volumes will however be dependent on continued improvement
in collection efficiency and stabilisation of the business environment for NBFCs

Around`48,000cr
Totalvolumeforthefirstnine
monthsofthisfiscal,stillway
behindFY2018(aroundRs
60,000crore),FY2019(nearRs
145,000crore)andFY2020
(closetoRs152,000crore)

VolumeintheOctober-
Decemberquarterwashigherthan
thecumulativeRs22,000crore
loggedinthefirsthalf

Disbursementactivityat
non-bankingfinancialcompanies
(NBFCs)hasresumedinsyncwith
theuptickineconomicactivity

Stability inpoolcollectionsin
thepost-moratoriumperiodhas
beenasignofconfidencein
securitisationfor investors

Mutual fundshavejoined
banks, insurancecompanies,and
highnet-worthindividuals
(HNIs)asinvestors in
securitisationtransactions,
albeitgradually

Issuanceof innovative
structuredproducts,suchas
replenishingsecuritisationsand
coveredbonds,crossed
2percentofthetransaction
volumeinthethirdquarter,
indicatinggreater
acceptancebythe
market,especiallyHNIs

‘Securitisation volume
crosses `26,000 cr in Q3’
SecuritisationvolumecrossedRs26,000crore inDecember
quarterasmoreoriginators entered themarketandMFs
started investing innewissuances, saysaCrisil Ratings report

Source:Crisil
Ratings/PTI

63%
ofvolumesecuritisedthisfiscal
hasbeenthroughthedirect

assignment(DA)route,including
thoseunder

thegovernment-sponsored
PartialCreditGuaranteescheme

Oil on the boil: Post
4th hike this week,
petrol, diesel prices
touch all-time high

ApetrolpumpinKarad,
Maharashtra,Saturday.PTI

PAPERLESS BUDGET: A NEW NORMAL
FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharaman,Ministerof State forFinanceAnuragThakur
(third fromleft)andseniorofficialsof theFinanceMinistryparticipated inthesymbolic
'HalwaCeremony' inNorthBlock,NewDelhi,onSaturday. PTI

■Thiswillbethefirst timesince independence
that thepaperswillnotbephysicallyprinted.
Theywillbedistributedelectronically toMPs.

■TheFMalso launchedthe ‘UnionBudget
MobileApp’ forhassle-freeaccessofBudget
documentsbyMPsandthegeneralpublic.

New Delhi
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BRITAIN

Smugglersget
longjail terms
forrole indeath
of39migrants
FOUR SMUGGLERS con-
victedof killing39people
fromVietnamwhodiedin
the back of a container
truck as itwas shipped to
Englandwere sentenced
Friday tobetween13and
27yearsinprison.Thevic-
tims, ages 15 to 44,were
found inOctober2019 in-
side a refrigerated con-
tainerthathadtravelledby
ferry fromBelgiumto the
eastern English port of
Purfleet.Themigrantshad
paidsmugglersthousands
of dollars to take themon
risky journeys to what
theyhopedwouldbebet-
ter lives abroad. Instead,
theydiedbysuffocationin
theairtightcontainer.NYT

Thetruck inwhich39
peoplewere found
dead.Reuters file

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

ITALY

TikToktoldto
blockusersafter
10-year-olddies
THE ITALIANdata privacy
watchdog ordered video
app TikTok on Friday to
block the accounts of any
users in Italywhose age it
could not verify following
the death of a 10-year-old
girlwhohadbeenusingthe
Chinese-owned app. The
rulingcameafteragirldied
ofasphyxiationinPalermo,
Sicily, in a case that has
shocked Italy. Her parents
said she had beenpartici-
pating ina so-calledblack-
out challenge on TikTok,
putting a belt around her
neckandholdingherbreath
while recordingherself on
herphone.REUTERS

FRANCE

Passengerson
publictransport
urgednottotalk
tocurbCovid
PASSENGERS ON public
transport systems should
avoid talking to one an-
other or on the phone in
order tominimise the risk
of spreading coronavirus,
the French National
Academy of Medecine
said. “The mandatory
wearingofmasksonpub-
lic transport,where social
distancing is not possible,
shouldbyaccompaniedby
one very simple precau-
tion: avoid talking and
making phone calls,” the
academy said in a state-
ment. “It is not an obliga-
tion, it is a recommenda-
tion,” Patrick Berche, a
member of the academy,
saidonBFMTV.REUTERS

FROM PRESIDENTS AND PUNDITS TO SWINDLERS AND UFO ‘EXPERTS’, HE HAS INTERVIEWED AROUND 50,000 PEOPLE

Larry King, breezy interviewer of the famous and infamous, dies at 87
ROBERTDMCFADDEN
JANUARY23

LARRY KING, who shot the
breezewithpresidentsandpsy-
chics, movie stars andmalefac-
tors—anyonewithastorytotell
or a pitch to make — in a half-
centuryon radio and television,
including25yearsas thehostof
CNN’s globally popular “Larry
King Live”, died on Saturday in
LosAngeles.Hewas87.
Ora Media, which King co-

founded in2012, confirmed the
death in a statement posted on
King’sownTwitteraccountand

saidhehaddiedatCedars-Sinai
MedicalCenter.
Thestatementdidnotspecify

acauseofdeath,butKinghadre-
centlybeentreatedforCovid-19.
In 2019, hewas hospitalised for
chestpainsandsaidhehadalso
sufferedastroke.
A son of European immi-

grantswhogrewupinBrooklyn
and neverwent to college, King
beganasalocalradiointerviewer
andsportscasterinFloridainthe
1950s and ’60s, rose to promi-
nencewithanall-nightcoast-to-
coast radio call-in showstarting
in 1978, and from1985 to 2010
anchored CNN’s highest-rated,

longest-running programme,
reachingmillionsacrossAmerica
andaroundtheworld.
Withthefolksypersonalityof

a Bensonhurst schmoozer, King
interviewedanestimated50,000
people of every imaginable per-
suasion and claim to fame —
every president since Richard
Nixon,world leaders, royalty, re-
ligious and business figures,
crimeanddisaster victims, pun-
dits,swindlers,“experts”onUFOs
andparanormalphenomena,and
untoldhostsof idiosyncraticand
insomniactelephonecallers.
Kingmight havemade a fas-

cinatingguestonhisownshow:

thedeliveryboywhobecameone
ofAmerica’smostfamousTVand
radiopersonalities, anewspaper
columnist, theauthorof numer-
ous books and a performer in
dozens ofmovies and television
shows,mostlyashimself.
Hispersonallifewasthestuff

of supermarket tabloids—mar-
ried eight times to seven
women;achronicgamblerwho
declared bankruptcy twice; ar-
restedonafraudchargethatde-
railedhis career foryears; anda
bundle of contradictions who
neverquitegotoverhisownsuc-
cessbutgushed,star-struck,over
other celebrities, exclaiming,

“Great!” “Terrific!” “Geewhiz!”
Hemadenoclaimtobeinga

journalist, although his show
sometimesmadenews,aswhen
RossPerotannouncedhispresi-
dentialcandidacytherein1992.
Andhewasnotconfrontational;
herarelyaskedanyone,letalone
a politician or policy maker, a
toughortechnicalquestion,pre-
ferringgentleprodstogetguests
to say interesting things about
themselves.
To former President Nixon:

“When you drive by the
Watergate,doyou feelweird?”
To former President Ronald

Reagan:“Isit, foryou,frustrating

tonot remembersomething?”
To Donald Trump, when he

wasstillbestknownasareales-
tatemogul: “Does it have to be
buildings?”
He bragged that he almost

neverprepared for an interview.
Ifhisguestwasanauthorpromot-
ing abook, hedidnot read it but
asked simply, “What’s it about?”
or“Whydidyouwritethis?”
Nor did he pose as an intel-

lectual. He salted his talk with
“ain’t”, and “the” sounded like
“da”. To a public sceptical of ex-
perts, he seemed refreshingly
average: just a curious guy ask-
ingquestions impulsively.NYT

LarryKingonthesetofhisCNNinterviewprogramme,
“LarryKingLive”,whichranfor25years.NYT

DAVIDMORGAN&
RICHARDCOWAN
WASHINGTON, JANUARY23

THE LEADERS of the US Senate
agreed on Friday to push back
former President Donald
Trump’s impeachment trial by
twoweeks, giving the chamber
moretimetofocusonPresident
Joe Biden’s legislative agenda
and Cabinet nominees before
turning to the contentious
showdownoverTrump.
SenateMajorityLeaderChuck

Schumer,aDemocrat,saidthetrial
is set tobeginduring theweekof
MondayFebruary8, anarrange-
mentpraisedbythechamber’stop
Republican,MitchMcConnell.
TheHouseofRepresentatives

is due to formally deliver to the
SenateonMondaythe impeach-
ment charge accusing Trumpof
inciting an insurrection, amove
that ordinarilywould have trig-
gered the beginning of the trial
within a day. The charge stems
fromTrump’s incendiary speech
tosupportersbeforetheystormed
theCapitolonJan.6inarampage
thatdelayedthe formal congres-
sionalcertificationofBiden’selec-
tion victory and left five people
dead, includingapoliceofficer.
Schumersaid thenewtime-

line will allow the Senate to
move quickly on key Biden ap-
pointees and other taskswhile
giving House lawmakers who
will prosecute the case and
Trump’steammoretimetopre-
pare for the trial.

“During that period, the
Senatewill continuetodoother
business for the American peo-
ple,suchasCabinetnominations
and the Covid relief bill which
wouldproviderelief formillions
of Americanswho are suffering
duringthispandemic,”Schumer
saidontheSenate floor.
The timelinewas a compro-

mise afterMcConnell had asked
theDemocratic-ledHousetode-
laysendingthechargeuntilnext
Thursday,andcalledonSchumer
to postpone the trial untilmid-
February to give Trumpmore
timetoprepareadefence.
Doug Andres, a spokesman

forMcConnell, said the senator
was pleased Democrats had
given Trump’s defense more
time,andlaidoutatimelinethat
couldhavethetrialbeginassoon
as February 9. “This is awin for
due process and fairness,”
Andres said.REUTERS

In Senate deal, Trump
impeachment trial
put off until early Feb

Washignton:PresidentJoeBiden
has directed his administration
to conduct a full assessment of
theriskofdomesticterrorismin
thewakeof theattackontheUS
Capitol by supporters of former
President Donald Trump, the
WhiteHousesaidonFriday.
The assessmentwill be car-

ried out by the Office of the
DirectorofNationalIntelligence
incoordinationwiththeFBIand
Department of Homeland
Security,White House spokes-
womanJenPsaki said.
“Wewant fact-based analy-

sis, upon which we can shape
policy,”Psaki told reporters.
Psaki said that, in addition to

thethreatassessment,theWhite
Housewouldbuildoutcapability
within its National Security
Council to counterdomesticvio-
lent extremism, including apol-
icyreviewonhowthefederalgov-
ernment can share information
aboutthethreatbetter.REUTERS

Washington: Theheads of three
federally funded international
broadcasterswereabruptly fired
lateFridayas theBidenadminis-
trationcompletedahouse-clean-
ingofDonaldTrump-appointees
attheUSAgencyforGlobalMedia.
Two officials familiar with

thechangessaidtheactingchief
of the USAGM summarily dis-
missed the directors of Radio
FreeEurope/RadioLiberty,Radio
Free Asia and the Middle East
Broadcasting Networks just a
month after they had been
namedto theposts.
Thechangescameadayafter

thedirectoroftheVoiceofAmerica
andhisdeputywereremovedand
the chief of the Office of Cuba
Broadcasting steppeddown.The
firings followthe forced resigna-
tionof formerPresidentDonald
Trump’shandpickedchoicetolead
USAGMonly twohours after Joe
BidentookofficeonWednesday.
Trump’s USAGM chief

Michael Packhadbeen accused
byDemocratsandothersof try-
ingtoturnVOAanditssisternet-
works into pro-Trump propa-
gandamachines.AP

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY23

THE UNITED Stateswill review
the peace agreement reached
withtheTalibanlastyear,White
Housenational security adviser
Jake Sullivan told his Afghan
counterpart in a phone call on
Friday, according to a White
Housestatement.
Under a February 2020 deal

between theUSand theTaliban,
USforcesaretoleaveAfghanistan
by May 2021 in exchange for
counter-terrorism guarantees.
Last week the number of US
troopsinAfghanistanwentdown
to 2,500, the lowest level of
Americanforcestheresince2001.
But violence levels in

Afghanistan have surged, has-
tening international calls for a
ceasefire between the Afghan
governmentandtheTaliban.
Sullivan toldAfghannational

security adviser Hamdullah
Mohibthatthereviewwouldas-
sess“whethertheTalibanwasliv-
ingupto itscommitments tocut
tieswith terrorist groups, to re-
duceviolenceinAfghanistan,and
toengageinmeaningfulnegotia-
tionswith the Afghan govern-
mentandotherstakeholders,”the
statement said. Sullivan under-
scoredthattheUSwillsupportthe
peaceprocesswith“arobustand
regionaldiplomaticeffort”.

HONGKONGLOCKSDOWNTHOUSANDS:Healthworkers insidea lockeddownportionof the Jordanresidentialarea in
HongKongonSaturday.HongKong’sgovernment lockeddownanareaofKowloonpeninsulaafteranoutbreakof thenovel
coronavirus, saying10,000residentsmuststayhomeuntil theyhavebeentestedandtheresults largelydetermined.Thefirst
suchmeasurethecityhas takensince thepandemicbeganhasoccurred inthedenselypopulatedneighbourhoodsof Jordan
that ishometomanysubdividedflats inwhichtheviruscouldspreadmoreeasily.Reuters

EMMAFARGE&
MATTHIASBLAMONT
GENEVA, JANUARY23

THE WORLD Health
OrganisationsaidonFridayithad
reached an agreement with
Pfizer/BioNTech for 40million
dosesof itsCovid-19vaccineand
shouldbeabletostartdelivering
vaccinestopoorandlower-mid-
dleincomecountriesnextmonth
under itsCOVAXprogramme.
TheCOVAXscheme,ledbythe

WHO and the GAVI vaccine al-
liance, signeddeals forhundreds
ofmillions of doses to vaccinate
peopleinpoorandlower-middle
income countries, but vaccina-
tionshaveyettostart.Pfizer’svac-
cineissofartheonlyonethathas
WHOemergencyapproval.

“In thisworldweare aspro-
tected as our neighbour,” said
Pfizer’s CEO Albert Bourla, offi-
ciallyannouncingthedealwhich
Reuters reportedonThursday.
Bourla said the 40 million

doses, a fraction of the com-
pany’stotal2021productiones-
timateof2billion,wouldbesold
on a non-profit basis. He de-
scribeditasaninitialagreement,
and said more doses could be
provided through the COVAX
programmein future.
The deal comes amid grow-

ingcriticismof vaccine inequity
as wealthy countries inoculate
millions of people using shots
procuredthroughbilateraldeals.
WHODirector-GeneralTedros

AdhanomGhebreyesus said the
newagreementwithPfizershould
allow vaccinations to begin in
February forhealthworkers, but
detailsofsupplyarrangementsare
still being finalised. He said he
hoped the deal would prompt
other nations todonatemoreof
theirPfizerdoses to support roll-
out,likeNorwayhas.REUTERS

REUTERS
TAIPEI, JANUARY23

EIGHTCHINESEbomber planes
and four fighter jetsentered the
southwesterncornerofTaiwan’s
air defence identification zone
on Saturday, and Taiwan’s Air
Force deployed missiles to
“monitor” the incursion, the is-
land’sDefenceMinistry said.
China,whichclaimsTaiwanas

its own territory, has conducted
almost daily flights over thewa-
tersbetweenthesouthernpartof
Taiwan and the Taiwan-con-
trolledPratasIslandsintheSouth
ChinaSeainrecentmonths.
Howevertheyhavegenerally

consisted of just one or two re-
connaissanceaircraft.
The presence of so many

Chinese combat aircraft on this

mission — Taiwan said it was
made up of eight nuclear-capa-
bleH-6Kbombersand four J-16
fighter jets— isunusual.
AmapprovidedbyTaiwan’s

DefenceMinistryshowedthatthe
Chinese aircraft, which also in-
cludedaY-8anti-submarineair-

craft, flewover the samewaters
where themost recent Chinese
missionshavebeen takingplace
nearthePratasIslands.
Taiwan’s Air Force warned

away the Chinese aircraft and
deployed missiles to monitor
them, theministryadded.

DelaytogivetimeforchambertofocusonBidenagenda

SenateMajorityLeaderChuckSchumer(left), aDemocrat,
said thetrial is set tobeginduringtheweekofMonday
February8,anarrangementpraisedbythechamber’s top
Republican,MitchMcConnell (right).Reuters

Biden admin will
review deal with the
Taliban: White House

USPresident JoeBidenat
WhiteHouseonFriday.AP

Biden orders
assessment of
domestic
extremism risk

More heads roll
at US-funded
international
broadcasters

WHO says Pfizer deal could allow poor
countries to start vaccinating in February

Pfizer’svaccine issofar
theonlyonewithWHO
emergencyapproval

Taiwan reports large incursion by
Chinese Air Force, deploys missiles

GABRIELLETÉTRAULT-
FARBER&
ANDREWOSBORN
MOSCOW,JANUARY23

POLICE DETAINED over 2,000
peopleandusedforcetobreakup
rallies across Russia on Saturday
astensofthousandsofprotesters
ignoredextremecoldandpolice
warnings todemand the release
ofKremlincriticAlexeiNavalny.
Navalny had called on his

supporterstoprotestafterbeing
arrested last weekend as he re-
turned toRussia fromGermany
forthefirsttimesincebeingpoi-
sonedwithanerveagenthesays

was slipped to him by state se-
curityagents inAugust.
The authorities hadwarned

people to stay away from
Saturday’s protests, saying they
riskedcatchingCovid-19aswell

as prosecution and possible jail
time for attending an unautho-
risedevent.
Butprotestersdefied theban

and, in at least one case in tem-
peratures below -50 Celsius,
turnedoutinforce.LeonidVolkov,
aNavalny ally, called on themto
dothesamenextweekendtotry
to free Navalny from what he
called“theclutchesofhiskillers”.
In central Moscow, where

Reuters reporters estimated at
least 40,000 people had gath-
ered inoneof thebiggestunau-
thorised rallies for years, police
were seen roughly detaining
people, bundling them into
nearbyvans.REUTERS

Beijing:PoliceintheChinesecity
of Kunming shot deadaknife-
wieldingmanwho attacked
sevenpeopleoutside amiddle
school before holding a boy
hostage.Oneoftheinjureddied
later,ChinaDailyreported.
The56-year-oldman, sur-

named Wang, targeted the
school in Wuhua district’s
KunmingcityonFriday.

Footage released bypolice
showed themiddle-agedman
wasshotintheheadbyasniper
asheheldaknifetotheneckof
thechildhehadtakenhostage.
After he was killed by

snipers, the boy, who ap-
pearedtobeunharmed,stood
upandranasdozensofpolice
rushed in. The attacker’smo-
tivewasunknown.PTI

HOSTAGE TAKER KILLED IN CHINA SCHOOL ATTACK

2,000 held at Russian protests backing Navalny

Policedetainamanduringaprotest inMoscowSaturday.AP

India Club in UK
raising funds to
fight closure threat
London:ThehistoricIndiaClubin
London, ahub for Indiannation-
alistsduringtheIndianindepend-
encemovementinthe1930sand
’40s, has launcheda crowdfund-
ingdrive to raise legal costs for a
fighttopreventitsclosure.
The venue,whichhadwona

battle toprevent itsdemolitiona
fewyears ago, hasbeen serveda
noticeby landlords tomakeway
foramoremodernisedhotel.
The proprietors launched a

“Save India Club” online appeal
this week, which has already
raised over £4,300 on the UK’s
Crowdfunderplatform.
“AsanIndo-Britishinstitution

whichhassurvivedforoverhalfa
century, this isatragedy. It isalso
particularlypainfulasitcomesat
atimewhenwehaveworkedtire-
lessly to survive the pandemic,”
saidPhirozaMarker,themanager
of IndiaClub.PTI

THEBIDENadministration’s
movetoreviewtheUS-
Talibandealcomesatatime
whenthemilitantgroupand
theAfghangovernmentare
holdingpeacetalksinDoha.
However,thetalkshaveso
farnotproducedanymajor
breakthroughs,withboth
sidesblamingeachotherfor
thelackofprogress.
Moreover,attacksbythe
Talibanandothergroups
havecontinuedatahighfre-
quencyinAfghanistan. In
thiscontext,theposition
takenbythenewUSgovern-
mentregardingitsagree-
mentwiththeTalibanwill
becrucialtowherethepeace
processgoesfromthisstage.

Peacetalks
stallingE●EX

PL
AI
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MEANWHILE

WINNINGTICKETFOR$1BN JACKPOTSOLD INMICHIGAN
AsinglewinningticketforaMegaMillionslotteryjackpotof$1.05billion,thethird-largest lotteryjackpotin
UShistory,wassoldatasupermarketinasuburbofDetroit,Michigan, lotteryorganiserssaidonSaturday.
Theholderofthewinningticket,whichwouldhavecost$2tobuy,hadyettocontactthelotteryasof
Saturdaymorning.Thejackpotgrewoverfourmonthsafter36previousdrawsproducednowinner.
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IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F AF¶FIYFSXe AF¹FböY, LXØFeÀF¦FPX, SXF¹F´FbSX
³FFG±FÊ ¶ÕXFGIY, ÀFZ¢MXSX-19, ½FFd¯Fdª¹FIY IYSX d½F·FF¦F, ªFe.EÀF.MXe. ·F½F³F, ´Fi±F¸F °FÕX,

AMXÕX ³F¦FSX ³F½FF SXF¹F´FbSX-dªF»WXF SXF¹F´FbSX (LX.¦F.)

IiY¸FFaIY/AF¶F./À±FF(ASXFªF)/2021/485 SXF¹F´FbSX, dQ³FFaIY 21/01/2021

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F AF¶FIYFSXe AF¹FböY, LXØFeÀF¦FPX SXF¹F´FbSX ¸FZZÔ À±FFd´F°F C.V.M.S. (Centralised Video
Monitoring System) E½F ÀF¸FÀ°F ÀFFµMX ½FZ¹FSX E½Fa ÀF½FÊSX IZY SXJSXJF½F WZX°Fb ´Fc½FÊ d½FÄFd´°F IiY¸FFaIY 1080
dQ³FFaIY 11.11.2020 IYe IaYdOXIYF IiY¸FFaIY 5. SCOPE OF WORK ¸FZÔ ÀFa¾Fû²F³F dIY¹FF ªFFIYSX dQ³FFaIY
05.02.2021 IYû Qû´FWXSX 03.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`XÜ ¾FZ¿F d³F¹F¸F ½F ¾F°FZÊ ¹F±FF½F°F SXWZX¦FeÜ
d³Fd½FQF ·FSX³FZ IZY ´Fc½FÊ d³Fd½FQFQF°FF À½Fa¹F ÀFbd³Fd¾¨F°F IYSX ÕZÔX dIY ½FZ d³Fd½FQF WZX°Fb d³F²FFÊdSX°F AWÊX°FF °F±FF A³¹F ¾F°FûÊ IZY
A³FbÀFFSX ´FFÂF°FF SXJ°FZ W`ÔXÜ
d³Fd½FQF IYF ´FiF÷Y´F E½Fa d³F¹F¸F ½F ¾F°FZÊ AF¶FIYFSXe d½F·FF¦F IYe ½FZ¶FÀFFBMX www.excise.cg.nic.in ÀFZ ´FiF´°F dIY¹FF
ªFF ÀFIY°FF W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
A´FSX AF¹FböY AF¶FIYFSXe

86556 LXØFeÀF¦FPX, SXF¹F´FbSX

ÀFa¾Fûd²F°F d½FÄFd´°F

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ÀFa¹FböY ÀFa¨FFÕXIY E½Fa A²FeÃFIY
OXFG. ·Fe¸FSXF½F A¸¶FZOXIYSX À¸FÈd°F d¨FdIY°ÀFFÕX¹F, SXF¹F´FbSX (LX.¦F.)

IiY¸FFaIY/OXFG.·Fe.A.d¨F./IiY¹F/1330 SXF¹F´FbSX dQ³FFaIY-sr/qr/sqsr

OXFG. ·Fe¸FSXF½F A¸¶FZOXIYSX À¸FÈd°F d¨FdIY°ÀFFÕX¹F, SXF¹F´FbSX IZY dÕX¹FZ ³FZÂF SXû¦F d½F·FF¦F IZY dÕXE Aü¿Fd²F¹FûÔ E½Fa A³¹F ÀFF¸Fd¦Fi¹FûÔ
IZY IiY¹F WZX°Fb d³Fd½FQF d³F¸FFÊ°FF IaY´Fd³F¹Fû/CX³FIZY Ad²FIÈY°F d½FIiZY°FFAûa ÀFZ ÀFeÕX ¶FaQ d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`XÜ
´Fi´FÂF A²FûWXÀ°FFÃFSXIY°FFÊ IZY IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¸FZÔ AF½FZQ³F ´FÂF ´FiÀ°Fb°F IYSX 1000.00 ÷Y´F¹FZ ³F¦FQ ªF¸FF IYSX IYF¹FFÊÕX¹Fe³F dQ½FÀF ¸FZÔ 5.00
¶FªFZ °FIY ´FiF´°F dIY¹FZ ªFF ÀFIY°FZ W`XÜ d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF ¾F°FZÊ E½Fa d³F¹F¸F ´Fi´FÂF IYF¹FFÊÕX¹Fe³F ÀF¸F¹F ÀFb¶FWX 10.30 ¶FªFZ ÀFZ ¾FF¸F 5.30
¶FªFZ °FIY ´FiF´°F IYe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`XÜ ªFû dIYÀFe ·Fe Q¾FF ¸FZÔ ½FF´FÀFe ¹Fû¦¹F ³FWXe WXû¦FFÜ
1. d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF d½FIiY¹F IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F - 04/02/2021 5 ¶FªFZ °FIY
2. d³Fd½FQF ªF¸FF IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F - 06/02/2021 1 ¶FªFZ °FIY
3. d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF JûÕXZ ªFF³FZ IYe d°Fd±F - 06/02/2021 2 ¶FªFZ
ÀFeÕX¶FaQ d³Fd½FQFEa, A²FeÃFIY, OXFG. ·Fe¸FSXF½F A¸¶FZOXIYSX À¸FÈd°F d¨FdIY°ÀFFÕX¹F, SXF¹F´FbSX LX.¦F. IZY ³FF¸F ÀFZ SXdªFÀMXOÊX (E.OXe.)/À´FeOX
´FûÀMX/IYûdS¹FSX ÀFZ IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IZY Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F °FIY ´FWbaX¨F ªFF³FZ ¨FFdWXE, ÀF¸F¹F ´F¾¨FF°F ´FiF´°F d³Fd½FQF ´FSX d½F¨FFSX ³FWXe dIY¹FF ªFF¹FZ¦FF,
½FWX À½F¹F¸FZ½F d³FSXÀ°F ¸FF³Fe ªFF½FZ¦FeÜ dÕXRYFRZY IZY DY´FSX d½F¿F¹F Ad³F½FF¹FÊ ÷Y´F ÀFZ dÕXJF WXû³FF ¨FFdWXEÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
ÀFa¹FböY ÀFa¨FFÕXIY E½Fa A²FeÃFIY

86551 OXFG. ·Fe¸FSXF½F A¸¶FZOXIYSX À¸FÈd°F d¨FdIY°ÀFFÕX¹F SXF¹F´FbSX (LX.¦F.)

kkA»´F IYFdÕX³F d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FFll

³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, ´fi¹ff¦fSXfªfÜ
IZY³ýie¹f IY¸fÊVff»ff d½f·ff¦f
BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff

Sf¿MÑe¹f À½f¨L ½ff¹fb I f¹fÊIi ¸f (E³f.Àfe.E.´fe.) IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 01 AQQ MÑI ¸ffC¯MZO ½f`¢¹fc¸f Afg´fSmMZO SûO À½fed´fa¦f ¸fVfe³f I e Af´fcd°fÊ ¸f¹f
05 ½f¿fûË IZ I ¸´fiZWZd³Àf½f A³fbSÃf¯f E½fa Àfa¨ff»f³f Àf¸¶f³²fe I f¹fÊ WZ°fb A³fb·f½fe d³f¸ffÊ°ff R ¸fûË ¹ff C³fIZ Ad²fIÈ °f d½fIiZ °ff R ¸fûË ÀfZ BÊ-d³fd½fQf
Af¸fd³Âf°f I e ªff°fe W`, d½fÀ°fÈ°f d½f½fS¯f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf ½fZ¶fÀffBM ¸fZÔ C´f»f¶²f SWZ¦ffÜ d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf CØfS ´fiQZVf I e BÊ-´fi¢¹fûS¸fZ³M I e ½fZ¶fÀffBM
http://etender.up.nic.in ÀfZ ´fif´°f E½fa QZJZ ªff ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ d³fd½fQf IZ Àff±f ¸ffa¦f I e ¦f¹fe ªf¸ff³f°f I e ²f³fSfdVf Àfe.Oe.AfS./ER .Oe.AfS.
I e ÀI` ³f I fg´fe IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ Àfa»f¦³f I S³ff Ad³f½ff¹fÊ Wû¦ff, ªfû ´fi·ffSe Ad²fI fSe, I ¸fÊVff»ff, ³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f, ´fi¹ff¦fSfªf IZ ³ff¸f ´»fZªO Wû¦ffÜ
d¶f³ff ªf¸ff³f°f I e ²f³fSfdVf IZ d³fd½fQf A½f`²f ¸ff³fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ d³fd½fQf ´fiI fVf³f IZ d³f²ffÊdS°f d°fd±f °fI d³fd½fQf Vfb»I I e ²f³fSfdVf ³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f,
´fi¹ff¦fSfªf IZ B¯OÀB¯O ¶f`ÔI , dÀfd½f»f »ffB³Àf, ´fi¹ff¦fSfªf VffJf ¸fZÔ MZ³OS I fgÀM Jf°ff Àfa£¹ff-100116210130 ½f IFSCode-
INDB0000124 ¸fZÔ ªf¸ff I S³ff Wû¦ffÜ dªfÀfI e SÀfeQ °f±ff ªf¸ff³f°f ²f³fSfdVf I f Àfe.Oe.AfS./ER .Oe.AfS. I e ÀI` ³f I fg´fe d³fd½fQf IZ
Àff±f A´f»fûO I S³ff Ad³f½ff¹fÊ Wû¦ffÜ C¢°f I e A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf A½f`²f ¸ff³fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ dI Àfe ·fe Àf¸f¹f d³fd½fQf À½feIÈ °f/AÀ½feIÈ °f I S³fZ
I f Ad²fI fS ³f¦fS Af¹fb¢°f ¸fWûQ¹f I û ÀfbSdÃf°f Wû¦ffÜ d³fd½fQf Jû»fZ ªff³fZ I e d°fd±f I û dI Àfe I fS¯f½fVf A½fI fVf Wû³fZ ´fS d³fd½fQf d°fd±f
A¦f»ff I f¹fÊ-dQ½fÀf ¸ff³fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ

³fûMX:- d³f¹f¸f ½f Vf°fZË I f d½fÀ°fÈ°f d½f½fS¯f ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS C´f»f¶²f SWZ¦ffÜ
WXÀ°ff./- WXÀ°ff./-
Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff (d½f./¹ffa.) ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, ´fi¹ff¦fSXfªfÜ ³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, ´fi¹ff¦fSXfªfÜ
´fÂffaI Oe-1596/ªf.Àf¸´fÊ.Ad²f./2021 dQ³ffaI - 23/01/2021

d³fd½fQf OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ I e d°fd±f 29.01.2021 A´fSf³W 4.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ

d³fd½fQf A´f»fûO I S³fZ I e Aad°f¸f d°fd±f 08.02.2021 A´fSf³W 2.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

d³fd½fQf Jû»f³fZ I e d°fd±f 08.02.2021 Àffa¹fI f»f 4.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

Ii .
Àfa.

I f¹fÊ/½ffW³f I f d½f½fS¯f d³fd½fQf R f¸fÊ
I f ¸fc»¹f

²fSûWS I e
²f³fSfdVf

1 01 AQQ MÑI ¸ffC¯MZO ½f`¢¹fc¸f Afg´fSmMZO SûO À½fed´fa¦f ¸fVfe³f I e Af´fcd°fÊ
¸f¹f 05 ½f¿fûË I f I ¸´fiZWZd³Àf½f A³fbSÃf¯f E½fa Àfa¨ff»f³f I f I f¹fÊÜ

÷ .- 10,000.00 + 5
´fid°fVf°f ªfeEÀfMe

÷ .- 6,00,000.00
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E-TENDER INVITING NOTICE
Open tenders are invited through e-tendering for supply of following
Material 500 Nos. 11/0.4 KV 63 KVA distribution transformers, against tender specification no.
PVVNL-MT/MM/24/20-21

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD):- Rs. 3,70,000.00
Last Date of tender submission & Time:- 24.02.2021 at 2:00 PM
Date of tender opening (Part-Ist & IInd) & Time:- 24.02.2021 at 5:00 PM

Note:- In case of any amendment in tender specification or date of extension, the same shall
be uploaded on e-tender website www.etender.up.nic.in and www.pvvnl.org

For detailed information please log on www.pvvnl.org & E-Tendering website
www.etender.up.nic.in till the date of submission of bids, Superintending Engineer (MM-I)
“Help line Number For Information of Theft of Electricity: “1800-180-3002 (Meerut), &
9412207451”

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (MM-I)

´fÂffaI : 742 dQ³ffaI 23.01.2021 For Managing Director

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd,
Victoria Park, Meerut

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

SSuuiittaabblleemanglikmatch forAd-
Dharmi SC for smart& fair
complexionedgirl 1992
born/5’-3”ht. Btech(ece)
Masters fromCanada.Working
with reputed firm inCanada
B.C. FamilyMohali based father
Gazettedofficer in punjab.Boy
preferredPRor citizenof
Canadawith equivalent
qualifications 8557005906

0050174300-1

SSuuiittaabblleematch forOctober 1993
bornhigh-statusGarggirl.
Slim, 5’3”, healthy lifestyle,
holdsM.com. fromSDCollege,
Chandigarhandmaster’s in
finance fromUniversity of
Edinburgh, Scotland. Preferred
well settled industrious/ high
statusbusinessBoy in theTri-
city.9463301713,
gpranav71@gmail.com
<mailto:gpranav71@gmail.co
m>.

0050174197-1

PPRROOPPEERRTTYY

OOTTHHEERRSS

MATRIMONIAL

SIKH/PUNJABI

SSiikkhh saini handsome26-8-1992,
5’-10” M.Tech EmployedMNC
NoidaSalary 9 LPAMobile -
62807-72324

0020416791-1

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

Classifieds

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

SSeemmii--FFuurrnniisshheeddBuilding
Available ForMedical College
NearDevaRoadChinhat,
Lucknow,U.P.-226028. Ph.
9415085490.

0060079289-1

NNaattiioonnaall Central council of
Vocational Training invited
application for start Training
andStudyCentre
www.nccvt.in
Mob.7499647774/ 9823647194

0090280356-1

II,,SSaannjjaayy Parashar S/oRaghu
NathR/o-C-3/057BKeshav
PuramDelhi,have Lostmy
Original LeaeandConveyance
Deedof Shop.no.5, Ansari
MarketDarayaganj, Delhi.If
any foundkindly contact
above-9999962499.

0040561171-9

LLoosstt Original Perpetual Lease
Deedof Plot-No.D-2/39,Rewari
Line Industrial-Area,Mayapuri
Ph-II,NewDelhi-110018. Sunil
Kumar S/o.VedPrakashGupta.
LR.NO.63073/2021. Founder
informat aboveaddressor
Ph.9873163549. 0040561141-3

I,DEEPAKS/oRaghuRaj
singh,R/o J-95 st.no-3,hari-
nagar extn.Jaitpur Badarpur
Delhi-44,have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-10th year-
2015Rollno-8164567CBSE-
DELHI. 0040561168-8

II,,AANNKKIITT S/o-Hari shanker
Dubey,R/o-J-345/c jaitpur-
Badarpur,DELHI-44,have lost
myoriginal-certificate class-
10th year-2015Rollno-8164517
CBSE-DELHI. 0040561168-9

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to the general public at large on
behalf of my clients Sh. Lokesh Gupta S/o
Late Shri Omprakash and Smt. Sapna Gupta
W/o Sh. Lokesh Gupta, Both R/o AL-36,
Shalimar Bagh Delhi-110088, that my
aforesaid client have disowned, Severed
there all kind of relation with Sh. Nitin Gupta
and his wife namely Smt. Nidhi Gupta and
their son Taksh Gupta, all residents of AK-68,
SECOND FLOOR, SHALIMAR BAGH DELHI
110088 because they are out of control of my
above said clients. In case anybody deal with
them, he/she/they shall do the same at
his/her/their own risks, costs and
consequences and my above named clients
shall not be responsible for the same in any
manner whatsoever in nature.

Sd/-
NEERAJ GUPTA

(Advocate)
KD-113, Pitam Pura, Delhi-34

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Public at large is hereby
informed that my clients are
intending to purchase a
residential built-up Property
No.C-1/57, at ASHOK VIHAR,
Phase-II, Delhi belonging to (1)
Shri Vipin Chhokra (2) Shri
Sachin Chhokra and (3) Shri
Manveen Chhokra sons of Shri
Vijay Kumar all residents of DP-
21, Maurya Enclave, Pitam
Pura, Delhi-110088. It is stated
by the aforesaid owners that
they are the sole and absolute
owners of the said property and
the same is free from all sorts of
encumbrances. Any body
holding any right, title, interest
or claim of any nature
whatsoever with the aforesaid
property may contact the
undersigned within 10 days
from the date of the present
publication, failing which my
clients shall purchase the said
property free from all sorts of
encumbrances, charges and
liens etc. and no claim will be
entertainable thereafter.”

Sd/-
(KANHAIYA AGRAWAL)

Advocate
Office: RU-352,

Pitam Pura, Delhi-110088
Mobile: 9810041930, 9873531819

PUBLIC NOTICE
”Notice is given to the General Public at large
that my Clients Shri Dewakar Arora aged 62
years son of Shri Ved Parkash Arora and
Smt. Sunita Arora aged 56 years wife of Shri
Dewakar Arora both residents of 20/4, 2nd
floor, Block-20, Old Rajinder Nagar, Delhi-
110060 disown their son Tanuj Arora son of
Dewakar Arora and daughter in law Ms. Neha
Arora wife of Shri Tanuj Arora from all their
Movable and Immovable Properties, assets
whatsoever and wheresoever and severed all
their relations with them. If anybody wants to
deal with them he/she may do so at his own
risk and cost and my clients shall not be
responsible for their act in any manner
whatsoever.”

Sd/-
K.K. MALHOTRA (Advocate)

Ch. No. C-95, C.L. Joseph Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Shri
Ganesh Prasad S/o Late Sh. Ram Awadh
and his wife Smt. Saroj Jaiswal W/o
Ganesh Prasad both resident of H.no. B-
36/A, Block-C, Gali No. 0 (Zero), 40 Feet
Road, Badarpur Extension, Near
Badarpur Police Station, Badarpur, Delhi-
110044 have severed all relations with
their son namely Mr. Manish Jaiswal aged
30 years and his wife Rama Bisht, aged
31 years W/o Manish Jaiswal and have
disowned & disinherited them from all
their movable and immovable properties
due to Manish Jaiswal and his wife Rama
Bisht unruly and gruesome behaviour and
their threat to false implication of entire
family of my clients. Whosoever deals
with Mr. Manish Jaiswal or his wife Rama
Bisht in any manner, shall do so at his/her
own risk & consequences and my client
shall not be held liable for that.

Sd/- Dilip Kumar Arya
Advocate

Enrol. No. D-1382/2003
Chamber No. 60, Western Wings,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to public at large that my clients
Sh. Anoop Kaushik S/o. Late Sh. Jage Ram
& Smt. Ramrati W/o. Sh. Anoop Kaushik
both R/o. Khasra no. 1/24/3, Kamalpur
Majra, Near Janta Medical Store, Nathupura
Road, Village Burari, Delhi-110084 have
severed their relationships with their son Sh.
Mupnar @ Babbal, and completely debarred
and disowned him from all their moveable
and immoveable properties and other things
of benefits because of bad treatment meted
out to my aforesaid clients by him. If
anybody deals with him they will do so at
their own risk, cost and consequences for
which my aforesaid clients shall not be
responsible in any manner.

Sd/-
(AKHIL TYAGI) Advocate

Ch. No. 345, Western Wing,
Tis hazari Courts, Delhi-11054

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY client Sh.Niel Mani Puri S/o
Lt. Sh. Phulel Shah Puri R/o C-
2A/12, Janak Puri, New Delhi-
110058,Disinherited/Disowned/
Deberred his son Sh. Abhishek
Puri and his wife Smt. Madhu
Puri, from his all movable &
Immovable Properties/Assest
and he shall not responsible for
any matter regarding them and
he has not any type of relation
with them.
Sd/ B.B.N.DEO ,ADVOCATE

S.R.IInd, B.COMPLUS, Janak

Puri, New Delhi-110058

That my client Sh. Ram
Kumar Pawar S/o Shri Ram
Pawar R/o W-191, Pawar
Chowk, PVC Market, (Near Sai
Mandir), Paschim Vihar, Delhi in
sound deposing mind and
without any pressure state that
he is the absolute and the only
rightful owner of the Shop W-
91, Jwalapuri, Delhi. He says
that he wants to categorically
exclude his son, namely
Satyanand @ Dabbu, his wife
Raj Rani, and his grandsons
Jitendra, and Praveen from any
share/interest/right/title in
immovable property as stated
as he does not shares cordial
relationship with all of them.

ARPIT BATRA (Advocate)
C-360, LGF, Defence Colony,

New Delhi-110024

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients Mr.
Ram Pravesh Sharma S/o Sh. D. R.
Sharma and Mrs. Bindu Sharma
W/o Mr. Ram Pravesh Sharma both
R/o H.No.542, Sec-28, Faridabad have
severed all their ties with their son
Konark Sharma & have disowned
their son Konark Sharma from all their
immovable and movable properties.
Any person dealing with Konark
Sharma in future shall be doing so at
his/her own risk and responsibility
and my clients shall not be
responsible / liable for any such
dealing in any manner whatsoever.
------RUCHI GUPTA (Advocate)------
Ch.No.495,South Wing,Sec-12, Distt.
& Session Courts, Faridabad-121007

PUBLIC NOTICE
I JESNY VERMA daughter of
RAJAN THOMAS EX. Wife of
MAHESH VERMA resident of
Qtr. No-001, Type-4, Block-
A, Lok Sabha S.E.R.C,
Sector-2, R.K Puram, New
Delhi-110022 Declare that I
got divorce from my husband
vide Court Decree no. R.C.S
NO. 842A/2017 dated
15.03.2019 Further I have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as JESNY
RAJAN.

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT KUSUM SHARMA WIFE OF SHRI
JAGDISH SHARMA RESIDENT OF 108-B, C-
BLOCK, GAUR VALERIO, INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD, U.P., IS THE ACTUAL OWNER OF
A PROPERTY LAND AREA MEASURING 65.5
SQ. YDS., OUT OF KHASRA NO.290/2,
BEARING PROPERTY NO. A-2/101 & OLD NO.
A-3/13, A-BLOCK, GALI NO.2. BHAJANPURA,
ILLAQA SHAHDARA, DELHI-110053, AND MY
CLIENT KUSUM SHARMA HAS SOLD THE
ABOVE SAID PROPERTY TO SMT. NIDHI JAIN
WIFE OF SHRI ANIL JAIN RESIDENT OF
H.NO.99. MOLARBAND VILLAGE, BADARPUR,
NEW DELHI-110044, IF ANYONE HAVE ANY
OBJECTION IN THIS REGARD (ACCORDING
TO SOLD THE ABOVE SAID PROPERTY) THEN
PLEASE CONTACT WITH ME OR MY CLIENT
WITH IN 7TH DAY.

Sd/-
R SHUKLA (ADV)

Chamber No. B-139 B, GS Block,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DELHI HIGH COURT

II,, SangeetaW/oDineshKumar
R/o.H.No.249, Delta-I,Greater
Noida-201308,have changed
myName,fromSangeeta to
SangeetaRani for all,future
Purposes. 0040561153-2

I, Hav (Retd) Ram Das Ghosh(P.P.O.-
S/024240/99), R/o-ARTILLERY,
amended my daughter’s name from
Pinki Kumari to Pinky Yadav.

0130018692-1

I,hitherto knownasAnirudh
Gupta,S/oAnil Gupta,Residing
at,60,G/F,Sector-4,Type-2,Raja
Bazar,DIZArea,Gole
Market,Delhi-110001,have
changed mynameandshall
hereafter be knownasAnirudh
Kr. Gupta. 0040561168-4

II,, AbhishekS/oGopal PrasadRai
R/o-T-510, F-15H,Gali.No-4,
Baljeet-Nagar, NewDelhi-
110008have changedmyname
toAbhishekRai for all future
purposes. 0040561141-1

II,, Ankit s/oRamTaneja r/o-
11/534KalyanNagar Sonipat
have changedmyname to
Ankit Taneja for all purposes.

0040561171-5

II,, Baboo lal s/o LaluRam,R/o
180-c pkt-cMayurvihar ph-
2,delhi-91,have changed my
name toBabu lal forever.

0040561163-1

II,, Chanderlekhaw/oHarish
kumar chauhan r/o 228U/G/F,
Block-B,MohanGarden, Uttam
NagarDelhi-110059have
changedmyname from
Chanderlekha toChander
LekhaChauhan for future
purpose 0040561149-1

II,, Devinder Singh s/oSurjeet
Singh r/oD-13/150, Sector-7,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
changedmyname to
DAVINDERSINGH. 0040561150-1

II,, Iliyas S/o Ismail R/o.F-64,C-
3/64, Sector-40,Noida,
G.B.Nagar,U.P.,have changed
myname,toMohammad Iliyas
for all,futurepurposes.

0040561153-3

II,,ManpreetW/o-SanjeevMenon
R/o-BA-12D, First-Floor, DDA-
Flats, OppositeUdipi
Restaurent,Munirka, Delhi-
110067,have changedmyname
toManpreetMenon.

0040561171-4

I,KAMLESHKUMARIW/OSATISH
GUPTAR/O-
430,DEEPALI,PITAMPURA,DELHI
-110034.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOKAMLESHGUPTA.FOR
FUTUREPURPOSES.

0040561163-7

II,, NEELIMITTAL,W/OVIVEK
MITTAL, R/o-DELL-A-301, HRC-
PROFESSIONAL
HUB,1/2,VAIBHAV-KHAND,
INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIABAD,
U.P-201014, changedmyname
toNEELUMITTAL. 0040561171-1

II,, NazneenW/o.Mohd.Anees
R/o-376,ShahzadaBagh,
Phase-1, Inderlok, Delhi-
110035,have changedmy
name,toNazneenBegum.
NazneenandNazneenBegum
isoneand the sameperson.

0040561153-1

II,, Paruvakkat Sanjeev
Menon,S/o-Chakkanath
PanamkettyMadhavan
Nair,R/o-BA-12D, First-Floor,
DDA-Flats, OppositeUdipi
Restaurent,Munirka, Delhi-
110067,have changedmyname
toSanjeevMenon

0040561171-3

II,, Rahul, S/oSh.NarinderKumar
Chopra, R/oC-006, Assotech
TheNest, CrossingRepublik,
Ghaziabad-201016 has
changedmyname toRahul
Chopra for all purposes.

0070728468-1

II,, Ranbir SinghAhluwalia, S/o
Amarjeet Singh, R/o 45-46GF,
Pocket-2 Sector-25Rohini, New
Delhi-110085have changedmy
name toRanbir Singh for all
purposes

0070728469-1

II,,AABBDDUULLWARIS S/O-LATEABDUL
HAFEEZANSARI,R/O-C-
1192,GALI.NO.13/5,MARKAZ
ISLAHE-KHAWATEEN
CHAUHAN-BANGER,DELHI-
110053,HAVECHANGED MY
NAME,FROMABDULWARIS TO
ABDULWARISANSARI,FORALL
FUTUREPURPOSES.

0040561168-2

II,,AANNIILLGOELS/o-RamKumar
Goel R/o-26B,HIG
Complex,SwarnimVihar,Sec-
82,Noida,Dist.-GautamBudh
Nagar,UP-201304,have
changedmyname toANIL
KUMARGOEL, for all purposes.

0040561176-1

IItt is for general information,that
I, Jose James,S/oOUSEPH
CHACKO,R/o-Malithara,
KannadyP.O.
Champakkulam,Kannady,
Alappuzha,Kerala-
688504,declare that nameof
my father,hasbeenwrongly-
written,asCHACKO inmy
passport.Theactual nameof
my father,isOUSEPH
CHACKO,whichmaybe
amended.

0040561168-6

IItt is for general information that
I, RupitaGuptaD/ORupesh
GuptaR/O1708-M, Regalia
Heights, Shipra SunCity,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201014do solemnly
declare that I have changedmy
name fromKhushi Gupta to
RupitaGupta. The recordsmay
benowamendedaccordingly.
It is certified that I have
compliedwith other legal
requirements in this
connection.

0010121364-1

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasSourabh,S/o
Rajveer Singh,Residingat
H.No.-1115,Saraswati-Vihar,
Naipura,Loni-
Dehat,Ghaziabad,U.P.-
201102,have changed myname
andshall hereafter be known
asNeetuKumar. 0040561168-3

II,,UUsshhaaKiran,W/o Bharat
BhushanSachar R/o.Flat.No-C-
603,Plot.No-9, Upkari
Apartment,CGHSLTD,Sector-
12, Dwarka,Delhi have changed
myname to Usha Kiran
Sachar. 0040561163-9

II,,SSaahhaarr Fatima,D/o-MrUrujul
Hasan,R/oA-2/4,M.S. Flats
PeshwaRoad,NewDelhi-
110001,have changedmyname
toSakeena for all future
purposes. 0040561171-6

II,,SSUUNNIITTAAGOILW/o-Anil Kumar
Goel R/o-26B,HIG
Complex,SwarnimVihar,Sec-
82,Noida,Dist.-Gautam-Budh
Nagar,UP-201304,have
changedmyname toSUNITA
GOEL, for all purposes.

0040561176-2

II,,RRaajjeesshh kumar,S/oManohar lal
R/o F64 radheypuri krishna
NagarDelhi-51,have changed
myname toRajeshArora
forever. 0040561163-2

II,,SSAATTIISSHHKUMARS/O
RAMESHWARDASSR/O
430,DEEPALI,PITAMPURA,DELHI
-110034.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSATISHGUPTA.FOR
FUTUREPURPOSES.

0040561163-6

II,,SSAANNJJAAYYKUMARSINHA,S/o
DINESHPRASAD,R/o-117-
A,SHYAM-ENCLAVE,STREET
NO-6, NEAR-ADARSH PUBLIC-
SCHOOL,DEENPUR,NAJAFGARH
,SOUTH/WESTDELHI,DELHI-
110043,have changedmyname
toSANJAYSINHA. 0040561163-8

II,,RRaahhuull KumarWadera,S/OSunil
Kumar,R/OR-252b,first-
Floor,MohanGarden,Uttam-
Nagar,New-Delhi-110059,Have
ChangedmyName toRahul
Kumar. 0040561168-5

II,,PPaarrmmeesshhwwaarr Prasad,S/oRam
LutawanR/o-WB-
143E,Gali.No.6,Shakarpur,East
Delhi,Delhi-110092,have
changedmyname to
ParmeshwarPrasad Jaiswal.

0040561163-3

II,,PPHHAAGGUUNNII LAL,W/OSAHIL
KAPILA, R/o-M-8,GREATER-
KAILASH,PART-2,
SOUTH/DELHI,DELHI
110048.Changedmyname to
PHAGUNINILESHLAL.

0040561171-2

II,,NNIISSHHAAVERMAW/oMr.
MadhurendraPrasadVerma
R/o Flat no.903, Tower
5,Civitech Florencia Park
Sapphire,RamprasthaGreens,
Vaishali, Sector 7, Ghaziabad-
201010 , have changedmy
name toNISHA DEVI for all
futurepurposes. 0040561134-8

II,,MMAANNJJEEEETT SINGHKOCHERS/O
SOHANSINGHR/OFA-07,2nd-
FLOOR,MANSAROVAR
GARDEN,RAMESH-
NAGAR,DELHI-
110015.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
MANJEETSINGH. 0040561163-5

II,,GGIITTAATOMARW/OSANJEEV
MALIKR/OHNO.B-71-
72,NANHEY
PARK,GALINO.8,UTTAM
NAGAR,DELHI-
110059.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
GEETAMALIK. 0040561163-4

II,,DDaavviinnddeerr SinghSaini S/o-
Narata SinghR/o-S-
221/84A,StreetNo-5,Vishnu
Garden,New-Delhi-110018,have
changedmyname toDavinder
Singh. 0040561176-3

II,,BBaallvviinnddeerr Kaur Saini,W/o-
Davinder SinghR/o-S-
221/84A,StreetNo-5,Vishnu
Garden,New-Delhi-110018,have
changedmyname toBalvinder
Kaur. 0040561176-4

II,,AAmmbbeekkaasshhKumar,S/oPrem
Chand,R/oNamdev-
Kunj,Gali.No.-5,NalaPatri-Nai
Abadi-Mohlla Pansariyan-
BlockShamli,U.P.-247776,have
changedmyname to
AmbikeshKumar. 0040561168-1

CLASSIFIEDS&TENDERS

New Delhi
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
LEVEL 6TH, C-WING, DELHI SECRETARIAT, NEW Delhi- 110002

PUBLIC NOTICE
Ban on shay synthetic/nylon kite flying thread including popularly

known "Chinese Manjha"
This is for the information of the general public that in order to prevent the adverse
effects on human beings, cattle population, birds, soil and ecology and in exercise of
the powers conferred by section 5 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of
1986) read with Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs' Notification No. SO
667 (E), dated 10th September, 1992, a Notification was issued on 10.01.2017 by
order and in the name of the Hon'ble Lt. Governor of the NCT of Delhi with the
following directions:-
1. There shall be complete ban on the sale, production, storage, supply, import,

and use of kite flying thread made out of nylon, plastic or any other synthetic
material including popularly known as "Chinese manja" and any other kite-
flying thread that is sharp or made sharp such as by being laced with glass,
metal or any other sharp materials in the National Capital Territory of Delhi.

2. Kite flying shall be permissible only with a cotton thread, free from any
sharp/ metallic/ glass components / adhesives/ thread strengthening
materials.

Any breach of the above directions may be reported to the office of the
following:

Note: The violation of directions issued under section 5 of the Environment
(Protection) Act. 1986, or the rules made thereunder shall be punishable under
section 15 of the said Act, which includes imprisonment upto five years and/or
with fine which may be extended to Rs. One Lac or with both.

The above said NOTIFICATION is available at: www.environment.delhigovt.nic.in
Sd/-

Dr. K. S. Jayachandran
DIP/Shabdarth/0544/20-21 Special Secretary (Env.)

S.No. Designation Email ID Helpline Number

1.
The Commissioner of Police, Delhi
Police

cp.snshrivastava@delhipolice.gov.in 100

2.
The Divisional Commissioner,
GNCTD

divcom@nic.in 1077

3. The Chief Wildlife Warden, GNCTD ccfgnctd@gmail.com 1800118600

4.
The Commissioner, North Delhi
Municipal Corporation

commr-northdmc@ mcd.nic.in 155304

5.
The Commissioner, South Delhi
Municipal Corporation

commissioner-sdmc@mcd.nic.in 155305

6.
The Commissioner, East Delhi
Municipal Corporation

commissionerredmc@gmail.com 155303

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI, JANUARY23

MONTHS AHEAD of the
Assemblypollsandaweekafter
his visit to Madurai for Pongal
celebrations and a Jallikattu
event, former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
launched what may be his
longestcampaigninTamilNadu
witharoadshowinCoimbatore.
In his speeches, Gandhiwas

seen largely targeting the BJP
governmentattheCentrerather
than the ruling AIADMK in the
state.
TheCongress leader’s three-

day visit will cover important
portions of the western Tamil
Nadu districts, including
Coimbatore, TirupurandKarur.
“You have a government in

Tamil Nadu that is compro-
mised. Narendra Modi uses
agencies like CBI and
Enforcement Directorate for
this,” Gandhi said, adding that
Modi cannot control thepeople
ofTamilNaduevenifthegovern-

mentof TamilNaduisunderhis
control. “Narendra Modi feels
that he can buy anybody. He
thinks he can frighten anybody.
Hedoesnotunderstandthatjust
because he is for sale does not
meanTamilNadu is for sale,”he
said. Asserting that Nagpur -- a
reference to the RSS headquar-
ters -- cannot decide the future
of Tamil Nadu, Gandhi said the
Tamil people will decide the
state’s future.
Other than brief public

speeches en route, Gandhi’s
campaignplan,titledas“Rahulin

Tamizh Vanakkam”, is packed
with a number of interactions,
includingwith representatives
ofMSMEsinCoimbatoreandin-
dustrialandotherworkingclass
people in Tirupur. He will also
visitmemorialsofregional,com-
munityleadersoftheKongubelt
such as Dheeran Chinnamalai
who fought theBritish.
After meetings in

Coimbatore,Gandhistoppedhis
convoyforteaatanordinarycafe
at Avinashi before starting his
campaign inTirupur.
While Coimbatore alsowit-

nessed a roadshow by Chief
Minister and AIADMK leader
Edappadi K Palaniswami on
Saturday,Gandhiinvokedmem-
ories of his family with Tamil
Nadu. Addressing a gathering at
Chinniyampalayam,hereminded
thecrowdthat theyhada loving
relationship with his grand-
mother and father. “You have
givenmesomuchloveforwhich
I am committed to you... That’s
whatmademecomeherenow.I
want to help you once again to
buildTamilNadu,”hesaid.
The Congress leader said, “I

can see Tamil Nadu is India and
IndiaisTamilNaduunlikeModi-
ji,whosaysTamilNaduispartof
IndiabutIndiaisnotTamilNadu.
Narendra Modi disrespects
TamilNadu.Wewillneverallow
disrespect towards Tamil peo-
ple,”hesaid.
During his long interaction

withdifferentgroups, including
MSME representatives and
labourers, he criticised the GST
system and how industries had
been affected by the tax policy
anddemonetisation.

Congress leaderRahulGandhi inCoimbatoreonSaturday. PTI

Modi disrespects TN, controls
state govt: Rahul poll pushbegins

Farmersata tractorrallyagainst thenewfarmlaws, inLucknowonSaturday.Vishal Srivastav

VARINDERBHATIA&
SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY23

A DAY after farmers at the
Singhu border claimed that a
youth, Yogesh Singh (21), had
been sent todisrupt their agita-
tion through violence and
handed him over to the police,
theHaryana Police on Saturday
dismissed the allegations as
“worse than a third-grade
Bollywoodscript”.
Meanwhile, Singh has now

alleged that hewas caught on a
false allegation of harassment,
andhismotherhasdisputedhis
story.
WhileSinghhadtoldtheme-

diaonFridaythathewaspartof
ateamof10assignedthetaskof
inciting violence, a purported
video of him that appeared on
Saturdayhadhimclaiming that
he was forced to make these
statements.
Singh is being quizzed in

Sonipat by the Haryana Police
Crime Branch. They say the
Sonipat resident, a Class 9
dropout,hasnocriminalrecord.
“Wearequestioninghim,but

nothing has so far been found
that points to any kind of con-
spiracy, as is being alleged,” an
official said.
A senior police officer told

The Sunday Express: “The script
is worse than a third-grade
Bollywood script. That boywas
in the illegal custody of these
people (farmers) for the past
threedays.Hetoldustherewere
twomore boys with himwho
were detained by these people.
Hewas pressured to issue such
astatement.Thefoodstallwhere
hewas eating and fromwhere
some boys abducted him has
been traced.We have recorded
statements that corroboratehis
version.Hisphone's towerloca-
tion, call detail records, every-
thing has been verified which
corroborates his statement that
hewas abducted by these peo-
ple who forced him to make
suchastatement.”
The officer said: “The SHO

whosenamethisboyhadearlier
taken in thevideo thatwasshot
bythesepeoplewhokepthimin
illegal custody....there is noSHO
by thatname inentireHaryana,
exceptonewhoisposted inone
of the police stations in Sirsa,

which is 250kmaway from the
placewhereheinitiallyclaimed
hewascontacted.”
DGPManoj Yadava said the

police would issue an official
statementontheepisodesoon.
In the video, Yogesh Singh

claims thathewent toDelhi on
January19 to visit hismaternal
uncle. “At 4:30 pm on January
19, I was passing through the
Kundli area. I told them (farm-
ers)a lie thatsomebodywas in-
volved in eve-teasing. They
thought that I was involved in
theeve-teasing.Theyassaulted
me after taking me to a camp.
Theyaskedmetodowhat they
want.Fourotherboyswerealso
caught by them.”
Yogesh’s mother, however,

contradicted his version. “He
toldme hewas going for duty.
Later, he toldme on phone that
hewaswith a friend andwon’t
returnhometoday.Atmidnight
(of January 22-23) at 2:30 am,
five policemen came to our
home and took Yogesh’s father
withthem,”shesaid,addingthat
Yogesh’smaternalunclehadal-
ready died and “we have not
beenintouchwithhischildren”.

(WITHPTIINPUTS)

Man held at Singhu: Police say
‘conspiracy’ claim scripted

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JANUARY23

FOLLOWING A call for protest
against the farm laws by the
BharatiyaKisanUnion(BKU)and
SanyuktKisanMorcha,hundreds
of farmers with their tractors
gatheredatGosaiganjareaonthe
ourskirtsofLucknowtoreachRaj
Bhavaninashowof strength.
The farmers dispersed after

submittingtheirmemorandum
to senior officials, including
Governor’s Additional Chief
Secretary, Additional Chief
Secretary (Home)andLucknow
Police Commissioner, said BKU
state vice-president Harinam
SinghVerma.
According to Verma, a few

hundredtractorsandover8,000
men gathered at Kabirpur in
Gosaiganj. Hewill go toDelhi to
attend the tractor rally on
January26,theRepublicDay,and
thefarmerswhowillnotheadto
Delhiwill roll out similar rallies
intheirblocksandtehsils.
“Today, our planwas to sub-

mit memorandum to all the
Governors across the country.
Our main demand is that the
three farm laws be repealed.
However, our demands are also
related to sugarcane payments
andnon-purchaseofproduceon
theMSP.Besides,ChiefMinister
YogiAdityanathrepeatedlysays
that the ongoing “andolan
(protest)” is not being held in
UttarPradesh,butonlyinPunjab
andHaryana.Wewanted toan-
swer him with a show of
strength. If they would have
thoughtthatthe“andolan”com-
prised only a few people, they
would not have tried to restrict
ourmovement,”Vermasaid.
Lucknow Police

Commissioner D K Thakur said
the farmers' protestwas peace-
ful. He claimed that the gather-
inghadaround500participants.

Farmers in
UP take out
tractor rally
to Raj Bhavan

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI, JANUARY23

ALARGEnumbersof farmersleftforMumbaifrom
Maharashtra'sNashikdistrictonSaturdayforarally
to demand repealing of the Centre's three new
farm laws. The rally organised by Akhil Bharatiya
KisanSabhawillbeheldinMumbaionJanuary25,
a statement issuedby theorganisationsaid.
The rally will be addressed by former Union

agricultureminister andNCP chief Sharad Pawar,
stateCongresspresidentBalasahebThoratandShiv
Sena leaderAadityaThackeray.
Adelegationwillalsopresentamemorandum

toGovernorBhagatSinghKoshyari,thereleasesaid.
Enacted inSeptember last year, the three laws

havebeenprojectedbytheCentreasmajorreforms
in theagriculturesector thatwill removemiddle-
men and allow farmers to sell their produce any-
whereinthecountry.Thousandsoffarmers,mostly
fromPunjab,HaryanaandwesternUttarPradesh,
have been camping at several border points of
Delhi sinceNovember28 lastyear.

Gandhinagar: The Gujarat State
Election Commission an-
nounced Saturday local body
pollswill beheld in twoparts.
The elections to the sixmu-

nicipal corporations in the state
will be held on February 21,
whiletheelectionsto81munic-

ipalities, 31 district panchayats
and 231 taluka panchayatswill
be conducted on February 28,
State Election Commissioner
Sanjay Prasad said. Themodel
code of conductwill come into
effectfromSaturdayinallthear-
easgoing topolls. ENS

Gujarat local body polls on Feb 21, 28

Farmers to hold
protest in Mumbai

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHOPAL, JANUARY23

MORETHAN50Congresswork-
ers and five policemenwere in-
jured in a clashwhichbrokeout
duringaprotestmarchagainstthe
Centre'snewfarmlawsinBhopal
on Saturday, police said. Around
110partymen, including former
chiefministerandRajyaSabhaMP
Digvijaya Singh,were detained
duringtheclashbutwerereleased
laterintheday,theyadded
Themarchwaspartof a two-

week programme of the state
Congresstoshowsupportforthe
farmers camping atDelhi's bor-
ders. Police said about 2,000

Congressworkerswere part of
Tuesday’sprotest.
Aside fromSingh, those de-

tainedincludedformerstatemin-
isterPCSharma,MLA Jaivardhan
SinghandKunalChoudhary.
A case was registered at TT

Nagar police stationunder rele-

vant IPC sections against several
Congressworkersforcarryingout
the rallywithoutpermissionand
breachingthepeaceunderIPCsec-
tions147(Punishmentforrioting),
148 (Rioting, armedwithdeadly
weapon), 341 (Punishment for
wrongful re-
straint) and 353
(Assaultorcrimi-
nal force todeter
public servant
fromdischargeof
hisduty).
Police said

the march was
carriedoutwith-
out permission
and that they
took action at

Roushanpura Chouraha, when
protesters triedbreakbarricades
andheadtowardstheRajBhavan.
TheCongress said protesters

were peacefully marching to-
wardsRajBhavanwhenpolicere-
sortedtolathicharge.

MP: Clashes at Cong farm protest; 110 detained

Duringtheprotest inBhopal
PTI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
AMARAVATI, JANUARY23

THESTATEElectionCommission
onSaturday issued thenotifica-
tion for conduct of elections to
gram panchayats in Andhra
Pradesh,adayaftertheYSJagan
Mohan Reddy government,
whichisvehementlyopposedto
the conduct of the polls, in-
formed the poll body that the
timewas not conducive for the
exercise.
HoursaftertheStateElection

Commissionissuedthenotifica-
tion, top officials, including the
chief secretary, did not attend a
video conference convened by
the SEC to discuss the polls as
wellastheCovid-19vaccination
programme.
The government had as-

serted on Friday it would be
“ready to conduct the elections
after 60 days of completion of
first round of vaccination of
frontline personnelwhowould
be involved in the polls”. Also,
the government's Special Leave

Petition in the Supreme Court
againstadivisionbenchorderof
the Andhra PradeshHigh Court
givingthenodforconductof the
elections from February 5was
foundtobenotinproperformat
bytheRegistry,Lawdepartment
sources said.
The bench on Thursday al-

lowedtheSEC’sappealagainsta
single judge’s order on January
11suspendingthepollschedule.
Chief Secretary Aditya Nath

Das,DirectorGeneralofPoliceD
G Sawang, Panchayat Raj
Principal Secretary Gopal
KrishnaDwivedi did not attend
the video conference convened
byStateElectionCommissioner
Nimmagadda Ramesh Kumar
onSaturdayafternoontodiscuss
the gram panchayat elections,
firstphaseofwhichwillbeheld
onFebruary5,aswellasthevac-
cination programme, official
sources said.
The bench on Thursday al-

lowedtheSEC’sappealagainsta
single judge’s order on January
11 suspending the election
schedule.

Notification out for
Andhra rural polls;
officials skip meet

FARMERPROTEST

New Delhi
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

INAtoplevelbureaucraticreshuf-
flebytheCentreSaturday, senior
IASofficerAlokTandonhasbeen
appointedasminessecretary.
Tandonisa1986-batchIndian

AdministrativeService (IAS)offi-
cer,atpresentservinginhiscadre,
UttarPradesh.
TourismSecretary Yogendra

Tripathy will be secretary,
Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals, in place of
Chaturvedi.
ArvindSingh,who is at pres-

ent chairman of the Airports
Authority of India, has been ap-
pointedas the tourismsecretary
inplaceofTripathy.
Gujarat-cadre IAS officer

BidyutBihariSwainwillbesecre-
tary,MinistryofMicro,Smalland
MediumEnterprises.Heisatpres-
entspecialsecretary,Department
ofCommerce.
TribalAffairsSecretaryDeepak

Khandekar has been appointed
Secretary, Department of
PersonnelandTraining(DoPT).
Upendra Prasad Singh,

SecretaryofDepartmentofWater
Resources, River Development
andGanga Rejuvenation under
theMinistryofJalShakti,willnow
besecretary,Ministryof Textiles,
accordingtoaPersonnelMinistry
order.
Pankaj Kumar, who is cur-

rentlyCEO,UniqueIdentification

Authority of India (UIDAI), has
been appointed secretary,
DepartmentofWaterResources,
River Development andGanga
Rejuvenation, inplaceofSingh.
SeniorbureaucratAlokKumar

has been appointed secretary,
Ministry of Power. Kumar is a
1988-batch IASofficer, currently
working in his cadre, Uttar
Pradesh.
Current Power secretary

SanjeevNandan Sahai superan-
nuatesonJanuary31.
RajeshKumarChaturvedihas

been appointed secretary,
Department of Fertilizers.
Chaturvedi, a 1987-batch IASof-
ficeroftheMadhyaPradeshcadre,
iscurrentlysecretary,Department
ofChemicalsandPetrochemicals.
G V Venugopala Sarma,

Member Secretary, National
DisasterManagementAuthority
has been named chairman,
National Authority, Chemical
WeaponsConvention, itsaid.
OtemDai,a1987-batchIASof-

ficeroftheTamilNaducadre,will
be secretary, Central Vigilance
Commission.
Praveen Kumar Srivastava,

Special Secretary, Ministry of
HomeAffairshasbeenappointed
secretary(coordination),Cabinet
Secretariat.
Alka Tiwari, Additional

SecretaryandFinancialAdviserin
theDepartmentofFertilizers,has
been appointed secretary,
National Commission for
ScheduledTribes,theordersaid.

STATUE UNVEILED
MaharashtraCMUddhavThackerayonSaturdayunveiled in
MumbaiastatueofBalasahebThackerayonhis95thbirth
anniversary,withtheopening lineofhis speeches ‘Jamlelya
majhyatamamHindubandhavano,bhagininoanimatano
(AllmyHindubrothers, sistersandmothersgatheredhere)’
inscribedonitsbase.This is the first statueof theSena
founder inthecity.PradipDas

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JANUARY23

PUNE CITY Police on Saturday
granted permission for the
Elgaar Parishad event being or-
ganisedinthecityonJanuary30.

Last month, the police had
deniedpermissionforeventthat
wasscheduledforDecember31,
citing Covid-19 pandemic and
lawandorder reasons. Activists
had then decided to hold the
eventonJanuary30,whichisthe
birth anniversary of Rohith

Vemula,aDalit researchscholar
ofUniversityofHyderabadwho
haddiedbysuicide in2016.
High Court judge B G Kolse

Patil had applied for police per-
mission for holding the January
30event.“Wehavegrantedper-
missionfortheevent.Butdueto

Covid-19situation,200persons
willbeallowed...,”saidseniorpo-
liceinspectorBalasahebKopnar.
Asperthepamphletreleased

by the event organiser, ‘Bhima
Koregaon Shourya Din Prerna
Abhiyan’,authorArundhatiRoy,
former IAS officer Kannan

Gopinathan,whoresignedfrom
theservicesinprotestagainstab-
rogation of Article 370, and
Rohith’s brother Raja Vemula
will be among the key speakers
at theevent.
‘Bhima Koregaon Shourya

DinPrernaAbhiyan’ hadorgan-

ised theElgaarParishad inPune
onDecember 31, 2017, ahead of
the 200th commemoration of
the Battle of Bhima Koregaon.
Nextday, on January1, 2018, vi-
olence was reported from
Koregaon Bhima, in which one
waskilledandseveral injured.

Pune Police gives permission for Jan 30 Elgaar Parishad event STUDYBYPROJECT39A

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

CORRESPONDINGTOthelegisla-
tive expansion of death penalty
forsexualcrimesagainstwomen,
morethan65percentofalldeath
sentencesimposedbytrialcourts
werelinkedtosuchcasesin2020,
theannualstudyindeathpenalty
inIndiabyProject39A--acrimi-
nallawsadvocacygroupwiththe
National LawUniversity inDelhi
—hasfound.
Since2016,theshareofsexual

crimes in the list of crimes for
which trial courts are imposing
death penalty has been steadily
increasing. From17.6per cent in
2016, it jumpedto37.27per cent
in2017,41.1percent in2018and
53.39percentin2019.
ReleasedonJanuary20,there-

portfoundthatthoughthenum-
ber of death sentences went
downto77in2020from102sen-
tences in thepreviousyear, 50of
the77sentencesinvolvedcrimes
ofsexualviolence.
AsofDecember31,2020,there

were404prisonerson thedeath
row, 26more than the previous
year.
Thepercentageof death sen-

tences in sexual crimeshasbeen
steadily increasing from2016as
sexualcrimesagainstwomenand
childrenhas driven thenational
discourseondeathpenalty.
In2018,theCentrebroughtin

anamendmenttothePrevention
ofChildrenFromSexualOffences
Act 2012, introducing stringent
mandatoryminimumpunish-
ments and thedeathpenalty for
penetrativesexualassaultonchil-
drenundertheageof12.Similarly,
followingthegangrapeandmur-
der of a 26-year old veterinary
doctorinHyderabadinNovember
2019, the state legislature of
Andhra Pradesh amended the
IndianPenalCodetointroducethe

deathpenaltyforrapeinthestate.
Theamendment is yet to receive
assentbythePresident.
In December last year, the

Maharashtra cabinet also ap-
proved a law proposing death
penaltyforheinouscrimesagainst
women, similar to the Andhra
Pradesh legislation. The Bill has
been referred to a joint select
committee of the Legislative
Assembly.
Incidentally, in over 80 per

centofcases--41of the50death
sentences -- involving sexual
crimes in2020, the victim is be-
lowtheageof18years.Whileonly
ninecasesinvolverapeandmur-
derofadults,21areconnectedto
the rape andmurder of children
below the age of 12, and 16 in
which the age of the victimwas
between12-18years.
For the first time since 2015,

four executions took place in
March2020withtheexecutionof
Mukesh, Akshay Kumar Singh,
VinaySharmaandPawanKumar
-- the convicts in the 2012Delhi
gangrapeandmurdercase.
Thestudyalso foundthat the

restrictedfunctioningofcourtsin
thecountryduetothepandemic
contributedtoadropinthenum-
ber of death sentences imposed
in2020.Nearly62per cent—48
of the77—death sentences im-
posedin2020wereawardedbe-
fore the nationwide lockdown
was enforced to deal with the
pandemic. In comparison, 2019
saw less thanhalf the sentences
inthesameperiodwith20death
sentences. In2018,27deathsen-
tenceswereimposedinthesame
timeperiod.
Deathpenaltycasesalsotook

abackseat in thehighcourtsand
SupremeCourtaswellduetothe
pandemic.HighCourtsacrossthe
countrydecidedonly30casesin-
volving death penalty and the
SupremeCourtpassedjudgment
inonlyfivecasesin2020.

‘65% death penalties
by trial courts linked
to sexual crimes...
highest in 5 years’

Centre effects major
bureaucratic reshuffle

New Delhi
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KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

AWEEK after it rolled out the
world’s largest immunisation
drive against Covid-19, India on
Saturday completedadminister-
ingthefirstdoseofthevaccineto
morethan15lakhbeneficiariesin
thepriority groupsof healthcare
andfrontlineworkers.
A total of 15,37,190 benefici-

aries have been vaccinated
through27,776vaccinationses-
sions till 6 pm on Saturday, the
healthministry said.
India’s crossing the 15-lakh

mark in aweekafter the rollout
was launched on January 16 is
significantly higher than num-
bers in the first week across
other countries: the US vacci-
nated 5.56 lakh, 1.37 lakhwere
inoculated in the UK while
Russiavaccinated52,000.
As per the official data com-

piled by theHealthMinistry on
Saturdaymorning, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh,andTelanganareported
thehighest cumulative vaccina-
tionsinthefirstweekofimmuni-
sationdrive.
In the firstweek, a total of 11

beneficiarieshavebeenhospital-
ized after reporting an adverse
event post immunization --
0.0007percentof thetotalvacci-
nations. Sixdeathshavebeenre-

ported in the country, but the
healthministryhassaidthat“none
ofthesedeathshavebeencausally
linkedwithCovid-19vaccination”.
Inthesecondweek,thehealth

ministrysaidthatsevennewstates
will alsouse theBharat Biotech-
ICMRvaccine--Covaxin-- that is
beingadministered in a “clinical
trialmode” cleared for restricted
useonthebasisofonlysafetyand
immunogenicitydatafromphase
1and2of thehumanclinical tri-
als. Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh,PunjabandWestBengal
arethenewstatesthatwilladmin-
isterCovaxinfromnextweek,the
healthministrysaid.
Currently,only12stateswere

using both Covaxin and Serum
Institute-manufactured
Covishield. “Orientation of all
ProgrammeManagersof these7
Stateswas conducted today by
ICMR&HealthMinistrycovering
allaspectsofimplementationpro-
tocols,” saidDrManoharAgnani,
Additional Secretary,Ministry of
HealthandFamilyWelfare.

OnSaturday,Agnanisaidthat
theIndiangovernmentalsocom-
pletedthetwo-daytrainingofthe
Immunization Programme
Managers of 13 countries --
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Brazil, Maldives, Mauritius,
Mongolia,Morocco,Myanmar,
Nepal, Oman, Seychelles and Sri
Lanka -- using Indian-manufac-
turedvaccines.
TheHealthMinistrysaidthat

in the last 24 hours, onemore
death has been reported from
Gurgaon, but the postmortem
confirms it is not linked to the
vaccination.“Inthelast24hours,
one person aged 56 yearswho
was a resident of Gurugram,
Haryana has died. The Post-
mortem confirms that Cardio-
pulmonary diseasewas the rea-
son for her death and itwas not
related to vaccination,” Agnani
said.Thehealthministryalsosaid
thatinthelast24hours,oneper-
son, who was vaccinated on
January20,hasbeenhospitalised
atGovernmentHospital,Guntur,
AndhraPradesh.

Geneva: WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Saturday thanked Prime
Minister NarendraModi for his
continuedsupport to theglobal
Covid-19response,sayingacting
together, including sharing of
knowledge,willhelpincombat-
ing the novel coronavirus that
has claimedover 2million lives
and infectedmore than 96mil-
lionpeopleacross theworld.
India this week announced

that it will send COVID-19 vac-
cines under grant assistance to
SriLankaandsevenothercoun-
tries - Bhutan, the Maldives,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar,
Seychelles, Afghanistan and
Mauritius. PTI

Ludhiana:Ateacher fromagov-
ernment school atGhalibKalan
village in Ludhiana died of
Covid-19 at a hospital on
Saturday.
SohanSingh,principalof the

school, said Tejinder Kaur, 40,
was admitted to Ludhiana’s
DayanandMedical College and
Hospital after her conditionde-
terioratedsomedaysago.
The principal said till now a

total of 12 teachers and three
students from the school have
testedpositiveforCovid-19.ENS

327
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

CASES:
1,06,39,684
TESTS: 19,09,85,119 | RECOVERIES: 1,03,00,838

ACTIVE CASES: 185,662
DEATHS: 153,184

JAN22
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS
14,256 152 17,130 837,095

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMCASES
CASES(JAN22) TOTAL

Kerala 6,753 877,283
Maharashtra 2,779 2,003,657
TamilNadu 574 833,585

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMDEATHS
DEATHS(JAN21) TOTAL

Maharashtra 56 51,904
Kerala 19 3,612
Chhattisgarh 8 3,601

DataasonJanuary22,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare,IndianCouncilofMedical
Researchandstategovernments.Oftenthenumbersreleasedeverydaycontaindatafrompreviousdays

aswell.Assuch,trendsbasedondailynumbersareonlyindicativeandnotdefinitive

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

NUMBER OF
VACCINATIONS
(JAN 23)

1,46,598
Total: 15,37,190

NUMBER OF ADVERSE
EVENTS AFTER
IMMUNIZATION

123
Total: 1,643

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY23

RJD CHIEF Lalu Prasad was on
Saturday flown to All India
InstituteofMedicalSciences(AI-
IMS)Delhifor“high-levelcheck-
upandtreatment”.
This comes after Lalu (72), a

convict in fodder scam cases,
complained of ill health in
Rajendra Institute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS) Ranchi, where
he has been undergoing
treatment.
Jharkhand Jail IG Birendra

Bhushansaidaboardofdoctors
took stock of his ill-health and
advised that he be shifted
toAIIMS.
"For a high-level check-up

and treatment at AIIMS after
recommendation of RIMSdoc-
tors, Lalu Prasad has been sent
for a month. At the end of the
period, the Jail Superintendent
willmakehimcomeback. If the
situation arises, he may travel
abroad for check-up subject to
thediscretionofAIIMSdoctors.
In case he cannot be admitted
immediately,Tihar jail authori-
tiesarerequestedtotakecareof
his security," said Jail IG
BirendraBhushan.
AfterLaluhadcomplainedof

illhealth,doctorsatRIMSRanchi
had said that he had improved
marginally and was currently
stable.Doctorssaidhehastested

negative forCovid-19.
RIMS Director Kameshwar

Yadav said: "There is a small
patchofpneumonicconsolida-
tion due to bacteria, not virus.
From the distribution of
patches, one can say it is
favouring bacteria, not virus. It
is consistent with the reports.
He isonantibioticandshowing
marginal improvement."
Later in the evening, PTI re-

ported that Lalu was admitted
to AIIMS. “He has been admit-
ted in the coronary care unit
(CCU) of the cardiothoracic
centre of AIIMS,” an official in
Delhi said.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
JANUARY23

THECONGRESSinKerala
on Saturday decided to
take public opinion into
consideration before
drafting amanifesto for
theAssemblyelections.
As the Congress high

commandtookcontrolof
the election manage-
ment inKerala,partyMP
Shashi Tharoor was as-
signed the task to learn
about the issues of a
cross-section of people.
Tharoorisamongthe10-
member electionman-
agement and strategy
committee for Kerala
formedbythehighcom-
mand lastweek.
Afterthefirstmeeting

of the committee, its
chairman and former
chief minister Oommen
Chandy told themedia,
"Wehavedecidedtotake
theopinionofthepeople
before preparing the
manifesto.TheUDFman-
ifesto should reflect the
people’s sentiments and
demands. Party MP
ShashiTharoorwillmeet
across sectionof people,
includingyouthandstu-
dents, invariousdistricts.

Hewill hold discussions
with various people to
understand their prob-
lems. We want to look
intowhatpeoplerequire
before finalising the
manifesto."
Opposition leader

Ramesh Chennithala
latersaidthatthefoodkit
(welfarescheme)wasnot
whathelpedLDFwin lo-
calbodyelections."Party
leaders should go to the
people.Many leaders do
not knowwhat is hap-
pening in their area," he
said.
The first meeting of

the committee was at-
tendedbyAICCdelegates
includingRajasthanChief
Minister Ashok Gehlot,
former Goa chief minis-
ter Luizinho Faleiro and
formerKarnatakadeputy
chief minister G
Parameshwara. Last
week, three other AICC
leaders toured parts of
the state, attending
meetings of district and
blocklevelleaders,taking
inputsoncandidatesand
localpolitical strategies.
The high command

delegation gave a strong
message to state leaders
that winnability alone
wouldmatter in choos-
ingcandidates.

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY23

ATRIALbysocialmediais
unacceptableinacountry
whichfollowsruleof law,
formerUnionministerM
JAkbar --whohas fileda
criminaldefamationcase
against journalist Priya
Ramani over allegations
ofsexualmisconductand
harassment--toldaDelhi
courtthroughhislawyers
onSaturday.
Akbar has sued

Ramani over allegations
ofsexualmisconductand
harassment.Withseveral
other women making
similarallegationsagainst
him, Akbar resigned as
Minister of State for
External Affairs in
October2018.
Thesubmissionswere

madebysenioradvocate
GeetaLuthraonbehalfof
Akbar before Additional
Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Ravindra
Kumar Pandey. Her re-
buttal could not be com-
pleted andwill be heard
againonJanuary27.

Luthrabeganbytelling
thecourt that a journalist
doesnothavespecialpriv-
ileges. “Press council says
youhavetoberesponsible.
Thereare judgments that
sayyoucannothaveapar-
alleltrial.Herethereisjust
a trial...by apersononso-
cialmedia. It is unaccept-
able inacountry ruledby
ruleof law.Fair comment
doesnotextendtodefam-
atory comments,” Luthra
toldthecourt.
On Ramani’s wit-

nesses, Luthra told the
court that Niloufer
Venkatramanwas an in-
terested witness and
Ghazala Wahab gave a
version of a storywhich
was “unconnected to the
presentcase”.
While discussing

Niloufer’s testimony,
Luthra told the court the
sexual harassment inci-
dentwas said to be from
November-December
1993, andNilofer said it
was December 1993.
“There is improvement.
Both people have photo-
graphicmemorybutdon’t
remember the day,”
Luthratoldthecourt.

Social media trial
unacceptable: Akbar
in defamation case

Teacher dies of
Covid in Punjab

WHO chief
thanks PM for
Covid support

RJDchief LaluPrasadbeing
shiftedtoAIIMSinDelhi
fromRajendra Instituteof
MedicalSciences inRanchi,
Saturday. PTI

Lalu flown to AIIMS
Delhi for treatment

15 lakh vaccinated in Week 1;
Covaxin now in 7 more states

Cong to seek public
opinion before
drafting manifesto

KERALAELECTIONS

Vaccination
drive inprogress
atRajawadi
Hospital
Mumbaion
Saturday.

Deepak Joshi

New Delhi: A Poseidon 8I air-
craft of the Indian Navy
transported 1,00,000 doses of
coronavirus vaccines to

Mauritius and 50,000 doses to
Seychelles as part of India’s
grants assistance, officials said
on Saturday. PTI

NAVYPLANEDELIVERSVACCINESTOMAURITIUS,SEYCHELLES

New Delhi
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OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D AGRA

Notice inviting E-Tender
Letter No. 172/14M-A.C/2021 Date : 8.1.21
1. The Superintending Engineer Agra Circle, U.P.P.W.D. on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites
the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP PWD. The
Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification
criteria specified in Clause 4 of the instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.
2.

3. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season.
4. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website

http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 25-01-2021 to 01-02-
2021. Bids must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari
App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/ 23-7/2020/176 (Àff.)/06 Dt 25-08-2020 on or
before 12:30 Hours Dt 01-02-2021. Technical Bid received online will be opened on 02-02-2021 at
12:30 Hours.

5. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the same
issued from approved agencies before submission of bids.

6. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per applicable at the
time of payment.

7. Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be Deducted from contractors bill at the time of payment.
8. The Bidder Should have experience for construction of Minor Bridger/Bridge work.
9. Original MM-II forms proof of royalty shall have to be produced at time of every running bill in

accordance to Principal Secretary, Directorate of geology & mining utter Pradesh Letter No-2146/86-
2019-52(1k0)/2019 Dt. 30.09.2019, G.O. No- 115(1)/86-2020 dated 15.01.2020 and other relevant
Government orders, circulars for all the materials procured from the quarries.

10. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account as
per G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 I.T./2017 T.C., I.T. & Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-12-2018 follows
as :

(1) Online Bid security shall be deposited by contractor/firm (As per Column 5) in favor of
Superintending Engineer, Agra Circle, P.W.D.(U.P.) Agra by Internet Banking of E-tender portal.

(2) Non Refundable Online Tender Cost shall be deposited by contractor/firm towards the cost of bid
document (As per Column 6) by Internet Banking of E-tender portal.

Sd/-
(Brijesh Kumar Deepak)

Executive Engineer
Construction Division-1,

P.W.D. Mathura

Sd/-
(Yogesh Panwar)

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
AGRA CIRCLE, PWD, AGRA

UPID NO.159286 DATE-23.01.2021
WWW.upgov.nic.in

Sl.
No

Name of Work

Esti-
mated
cost

(Rs. in
Lac)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Cost of
Document

(in Rs.)

Time of
Comp-
letion

Address of
Executive
Engineer

executing the
work

Address of
Superin-
tending

Engineer

Address
of

Chief
Engineer

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1.

Reconstruction of Minor
Bridge work on Bhureka
drain at Meerpur
Hasanpur Navali
Pachahara Road in km
7 in Distt Mathura

92.00 6.60

Rs.
2000.00STC
+300.00TC+
36.00GST =

2336.00

4
Months

Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-1,

P.W.D., Mathura

Superinten-
ding

Engineer,
Agra Circle,
P.W.D., Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra
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Property bearing Khata No. 467, Khesra No. 815, Area 267 Sq. Ft. Situated
at M. P. Diwedi Road, Bhagalpur, Bounded By: North: Comman Passage,
South: Mishra Family, East: M. P. Diwedi Road, West:Nij Purchaser Colony,
Bagh Bari, Babarganj, Distt. Bhagalpur.

1. Property bearing Khata No. 467, Khesra No. 815(P), Area 155 Sq. Ft.

Situated at Sujaganj, M. P. Diwedi Road, Bhagalpur, Bounded By: North:

Comman Passage after that Umakant Saraf, South:Pappu Mishra, East:

Shrawan Dokania, West: Ashok Dokania, 2. Property bearing Khata No.

467, Khesra No. 815, Area 216 Sq. Ft. Situated at M. P. Diwedi Road,

Bhagalpur, Bounded By: North: Comman Passage, South: Rameshwar Lal

Saraswat & Bhagwan Modi, East: Ashok Kumar Dokania, West: Nand Lal

Dokania & Jagdish Kumar Dokania, 3. Property bearing Khata No. 467,

Khesra No. 815,Area 185 Sq. Ft. Situated at M. P. Diwedi Road, Bhagalpur,

Bounded By: North: Comman Passage, South: Rameshwar Lal Saraswat,

East: Comman Passage Stair, West: Yogendra Narayan Singh

Property bearing Khata No. 1875, Khesra No. 2660, 2661 & 2662, Area
1332 Sq. Ft. Situated at Nilkanth Nagar, Pranwati Lane, Barehpura, PS –
Kotwali (Ishakchak), Distt. Bhagalpur, Bounded By: North:Abhilasa Kumari,
South: Basudeo Mondal, East: Road
West: Chaturi Mandal.

Land & building situated at land area 1 katha 8 dhur equal to 2.31 dec,
bearing Tauzi No-409/4827,thana No.435, Jamabandi No-298, khesara no-
1 and which is situated at Mauza Bindwara,police Station
Kasimbazar,Pargana post office, sub registry and Distt munger whch is
under bihar govt. circle office sadar Munger which is under Munger
municipal ward no 37, in the area 1.4 katha (Sale Deed no 986 dated
15.04.2017 as under book no. 1 jild no 22, page no. 278 to 288 in CD 4),
Bounded by: On the North by : Nago Mandal @ Nageshwar Mandal, On the
South by: present purchaser Suresh Prasad Sharma, On the East by: 8 Feet
wide kachi road, On the West by: 4 feet wide gali self of vendor.

Land & building situated at residential land equal to 61 muncipal kari bearing
Tauzi no 4879 at present Bihar Govt Thana no. 23 under municipality
Jamalpur ward no 24 and Municipal survey seat no. 112 and plot no. 12572
under Jamabandi no. 14 and which is situated at Mohalla Faridpur Pragana
Munger, Maruf Sakarharpalli P.S. Jamalpur Subregistry and District Munger
in the area 2 katha (Mortgage Deed no. 973 date 13.04.2017 as under
book no. 1 Jild No. 22 page no. 101 to 117 under CD 4), Bounded by: On
the North by: Road, On the South by: Purchaser, On the East by: Purchaser,
On the West by: Heirs of late Raghunath Jha.

All that part and parcel of the property consisting of Land & building situated
at 79 feet in length east to west and 29.5 feet wide north to south including
on well pucca which area is 12 katha 14 dhur 5 dhurki situated at Mauza
keshopur, Mohall-Nayatola, Keshopur Pargana Munger, Maroof Sekhara
Pali Elake Police station Jamalpur, Sub registry and district munger bearing
Tauzi no.- 416, Jamindari bihar govt. under circle officer Halka jamalpur
thana no. 22, Muncipality Jamalpur ward no. D and municipal survey seat
no. 111 and plot no. 12284 in the area 1.7125 katha, Bounded by: On the
North by: House of Vendor, On the South by: Half portion of the holding
allotted in fav of Garib sao, On the East by :Dharhara Road, On the West by:
House of Faggu devi.

BRANCH: BHAGALPUR Sri Gaurav Kumar
S/o Sri Ram Padarath Singh, R/o Mirgapur, Sabour
Estate, Sabour, Distt. Bhagalpur, 2. Sri Jahagir S/o
Late Md. Mashgar, R/o Vill– Fatehpur, Thana–
IndustrialArea Zero Mile, Distt. Bhagalpur.

1.

BRANCH: BHAGALPUR
1. Sri Durgesh Kumar Singh S/o Sri Yogendra
Narayan Singh,

3. Sri Shailesh Kumar
Singh S/o Sri Yogendra Narayan Singh, Both
Address - R/o Moh- Surya Lok Colony, Bagh Bari,
Babarganj, Distt. Bhagalpur, 4. Smt. Bela Rani W/o
Sri Shailesh Kumar Singh, 54/B, Vivekanand
Colony, Near Gujrat Kirana Sotre, Ujjain (M. P.).

2. Smt. Babita Kumari W/o Sri
Durgesh Kumar Singh,

BRANCH: BHAGALPUR
1. Sri Shailesh Kumar Singh S/o Sri Yogendra
Narayan Singh, R/o Moh.- Surya Lok Colony, Bagh
Bari, Babarganj, Distt. Bhagalpur, 2. Sri Durgesh
Kumar Singh S/o Sri Yogendra Narayan Singh, R/o
Moh.- Surya Lok Colony, Bagh Bari, Babbarganj,
Distt. Bhagalpur, 3. Smt. Bela Rani W/o Sri
Shailesh Kumar Singh, Vill- Kalyanpur, Bariarpur,
Distt. Munger, 4. Smt. Babita Kumari W/o Sri
Durgesh Kumar Singh, Vill- Kalyanpur, Bariarpur,
Distt. Munger, 5. Sri Yogendra Narayan Singh S/o
Late. Chunchun Prasad Singh, Vill- Kalyanpur,
Bariarpur, Distt. Munger,

BRANCH: BHAGALPUR
1. M/s Milan Medical Hall Prop. Milan Kumar Sah
S/o Sh. Vasudev Lal Sah, At – Milki, PS- Bihpur,
Distt. Bhagalpur, 2. Smt. Anju Kumar S/o Vasudev
Lal Sah, At – Milki, PS- Bihpur, Distt. Bhagalpur, 3.
Madhu Devi S/o Sh. Milan Kumar Sah, At – Milki,
PS- Bihpur, Distt. Bhagalpur.

BRANCH: MUNGER
1. Nilam devi , W/O Shashikant Yadav, Near shiv
mandir, Sadipur, Munger - 811201,
2. Karna Kumar Goswami, W/O Shashikant Yadav,
Near shiv mandir, Sadipur, Munger - 811201.

BRANCH: MUNGER
1. Dolly Centering, Prop. Deepak Kumar, S/O
Buddhdev mandal, Chhoti Keshopur, Jamalpur,
Munger - 811214,
2. Deepak kumar, S/O Buddhdev mandal, Chhoti
Keshopur, Jamalpur, Munger - 811214, 3. Sri.
Rajkumar, S/O Gaya Prasad , Sadar Bazar
Jamalpur , Munger - 811214.

BRANCH: MUNGER
1. Ashu general Store , Prop. Krishnanandan
Kumar Sah, S/O Late Kusho Sah, Nayatola
Keshopur, Jamalpur, Munger - 811214, 2.
Krishnandan Kumar sah, S/O Late Kusho Sah,
Nayatola Keshopur, Jamalpur, Munger - 811214,
3. Smt. Guriya Devi , W. O Krishnanandan Sah,
Nayatola Dharhara Marg, Near DAV School,
Keshopur Jamalpur , Munger - 811214.

2

3

4
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Property bearing Khata No. 153, Khesra No. 368,Area 25 Decimal Situated
at Mauza– Sultanpur, PS– Sabour, Sub Registry &Distt. Bhagalpur,
Bounded By: North: Shibu Choudhary, South: Road, East: Road, West:
Dafali Yadav & Ganesh Yadav & Others

E-Auction Sale Notice for sale of immovable assets under the securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002.

(APPENDIX-IV-A) Sale Notice For Sale of Immovable Property)

Notice is hereby given to public in general and and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged to the secured creditor, the physical possession of the which has
been taken by theAuthorised officer of Punjan & Sind Bank secured creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” basis.

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

Si.
No.

Name of Branch
& Borrower/Guarantor

1

Description of the property

Land & Building at Mauza- Barari, Thana- Barari, Sub-Registry office-
Katihar, Distt.- Katihar, Thana No.- 254, Tauzi No.- 1/1309, Khata No.- 299,
Khesra No.- 654, Total Area of land- 26 12 Dec. & 14 ,
Boundary(Area of land- 12 Dec.): North- Khesra No.- 660, South- Bandh,
East- Abdul Rahim, West- A/p Purchaser Kasim, Boundary (Area of land-
14 Dec.): North- Bandh, South- Katchi Road, East- Abdul Rahim, West-
A/p Purchaser Kasim.

½ Dec. ( ½ Dec.)

½

BRANCH: LAXMIPUR
Imamul Haque, S/o. Md. Sajjad Ali, R/o- Barari,
Thana- Barari, Distt.- Katihar.

8

Where service is a way of life

ch-ih-,l-

FRASER ROAD BRANCH

FRASER ROAD, PATNA - 1

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ON 26.02.2021, 2:00 PM TO 4:00 PM

E-AUCTION
(Sale through

E-Auction only)

iittaa kckc ,,..MM ffll//kkaa aaccSdSd
¼Hkkjr ljdkj dk miØe½

Punjab & Sind Bank
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

22.11.2017
Rs. 34,33,328.90 as on
31.10.2018 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

22.11.2018
Rs. 14,12,508.98 as on
31.10.2018 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

16.01.2019
Rs. 7,30,279.96 as on
31.01.2019 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

28.12.2018
Rs. 21,34,420.20 as on
30.11.2018 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

09.05.2019
Rs. 15,41,313.00 as on
30.04.2019 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

11.02.2019
Rs. 14,97,442.00 as on
31.01.2019 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

Rs. 35,00,000/-

Rs. 3,50,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Rs. 18,00,000/-

Rs. 1,80,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Rs. 15,60,000/-

Rs. 1,60,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Rs. 27,50,000/-

Rs. 2,75,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Rs. 33,50,000/-

Rs. 3,50,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Rs. 61,50,000/-

Rs. 6,50,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

A/c No.

Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code:

04205039026001

PSIB0000420

Branch: Bhagalpur
Manish Kumar,

Mob.:
E-mail:

B

8986563330

0420@psb.co.in

22.11.2018
Rs. 36,62,588.94 as on
31.10.2018 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

Rs. 28,50,000/-

Rs. 2,90,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Demand Notice Date &
Outstanding Amount

(Rs.) as on+future
interest & other

expenses thereon

EMD
Submission

Account Details

Name & Contact
No. of the Authorized

Officer

A/c No.

Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code:

04205039026001

PSIB0000420

A/c No.

Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code:

04205039026001

PSIB0000420

A/c No.

Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code:

04205039026001

PSIB0000420

A/c No.

Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code:

15285039026001

PSIB0021528

Branch: Munger
Satish Kumar,

Mob.:
E-mail:
9422619460

M1528@psb.co.in

A/c No.

Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code:

15285039026001

PSIB0021528

A/c No.

Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code:

10755039026001

PSIB0021075

Branch: Laxmipur
Rajiv Mandal,

Mob.:
E-mail:
7979868461

L1075@psb.co.in

A/c No.

Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code:

15285039026001

PSIB0021528

Rs. 43,00,000/-

Rs. 4,30,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

31.12.2017
Rs. 16,47,073.00 as on
30.09.2017 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

Reserve Price

EMD
Incremental
Bid Amount

1. The e-Auction is being held on "AS IS WHERE IS" and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVAR THERE IS BASIS"

2. To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorized Officer, there is no encumbrance on any property. However, the intending bidders should make their own independent inquires regarding the encumbrance, title of

property/ies put on auction and claims/rights/dues/effecting the property, prior to submitting their bid. The e-Auction advertisement does not constitute does not constitute and will not be deemed to constitute any commitment

or any representation of the bank. The property is being sold with all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unknown to the bank. TheAuthorized Officer/Secured Creditor shal not be responsible in any way

for any third party claims/rights/dues.

3. It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid.

4. The intended bidders who have deposited the EMD and require assistance in creating Login ID & Password. uploading data, submitting bid, training on e-bidding process etc., may contact Help Desk: +91 - 7291981124,

7291981125, 7291981126, Helpline e-mail ID - support@bankeauction.com and for any property related query may contactAuthorize Officers during the office hours on any working day.

5. Only buyers holding valid User ID/Password and confirmed payment of EMD through NEFT/RTGS shall be eligible for participating in the e-Auction process.

6. The interested bidders, who have submitted their EMD not below the 10% of Reserve Price through online mode before 04:00 PM on 24.02.2021, shall be eligible for participating in the e-bidding process. The e-Auction of

above properties would be conducted exactly on the scheduled Date & Time as mentioned against each property by way of inter-es bidding amongst the bidders. The bidder shall improve their offer in multiple of the amount

mentioned under the column "Bid increaseAmount" against each property. In case bid is placed in the last 5 minutes of the closing time of the e-auction, the closing times will automatically get extended for 5 minutes (subject

to maximum of unlimited extension of 5 minutes each). The bidder who submits the highest bid amount (not below the Reserve Price) on closure of e-Auction process shall be declared as Successful Bidder and

communication to that effect will be issued through electronic mode which shall be subject to approval by theAuthorized Officer Secured Creditor.

7. The prospective qualified bidders may avail online training on e-Auction from M/s. C1 India Pvt. Ltd. Prior to the date of e-Auction. Neither the Authorized Officer/Bank nor M/s. C1 India Pvt. Ltd., shall be liable for any Internet

Network problem and the interested bidders to ensure that they are technically well equipped for participating in the e-Auction event.

8. The Purchaser shall bear the applicable stamp duties/additional stamp duty/transfer charges, fee etc. and also all the statutory, non-statutory dues, taxes, rates. assessment charges, fees etc. owing to anybody prior and future.

9. TheAuthorized Officer is not bound to accept the highest offer and theAuthorized Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject any or all offer(s) or adjourn/postpone/cancel the e-Auction without assigning any reason thereof.

10. The bidders are advised to go through the detailed Terms & Conditions of e-Auction available on the Website (https://www.bankeauctions.com) of M/s. C1 India Pvt. Ltd. before submitting their bids and taking part in the e-Auction.

THIS NOTICE ISALSO BE TREATEDAS 15 DAYS STATUTORY SALE NOTICE TO BE BORROWERAND GUARANTORS (LRS)UNDER RULE 8(6) SARFAESI SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULE 2002.

Mauza - Subhankarpur, Pargana-PaschimBhigo, PS- Town Thana, Anchal-
SadarDarbhnaga, Sub Registry &amp; District Darbhanga, Tauzi No 1829,
Naka No-3, Kheshra No., 13151,13152,13153,13154,13154, 13155,
13156,13157,13158 (Minjumla Part) 515, 516 &amp; 517 (Minjumla, Part)
measuring 1 Katha 02 dhur = 2090 sq. ft. (Registered Deed Number 12358
dated 09/08/2018 registered in the office of the Sub Registrar Darbhanga
and recorded/entered in Book No 1, Volume No. 158, Pages- 124 to 132, CD
No 26,Token No 12741 dated 09/08/2018) Bounded By: On the North byAjit
Kumar Sinha, On the South by Legal Heirs of Anjani Kumar Sinha &amp;
Road, On the East by Road, On the West by Road.

BRANCH: DARBHANGA
1. Raman Kumar Sinha, S.O. Late Harimohan
P r a s a d , M o h a l l a S u b h a n k a r p u r, P. O -
Subhankarpur, P.S- Town, Anchal Sadar,
Darbhanga - 846006.
2. Chanda Srivastav, W.O. Raman Kumar Sinha,
Mohalla Subhankarpur, P.O- Subhankarpur, P.S –
Town,Anchal Sadar, Darbhanga - 846006.

9 A/c No.
1390

Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code:

5039026001

PSIB0021390

Branch:
Devendu Kumar,

Mob.:
E-mail:

Darbhanga

8437692053

D1390@psb.co.in

03.12.2019
Rs. 13,83,927.43 as on
30.11.2019 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

Rs. 35,00,000/-

Rs.3,50,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Branch: Bhagalpur
Manish Kumar,

Mob.:
E-mail:

B

8986563330

0420@psb.co.in

Branch: Bhagalpur
Manish Kumar,

Mob.:
E-mail:

B

8986563330

0420@psb.co.in

Branch: Bhagalpur
Manish Kumar,

Mob.:
E-mail:

B

8986563330

0420@psb.co.in

Branch: Munger
Satish Kumar,

Mob.:
E-mail:
9422619460

M1528@psb.co.in

Branch: Munger
Satish Kumar,

Mob.:
E-mail:
9422619460

M1528@psb.co.in

PROPERTY INSPECTION DATE & TIME

LAST DATE & TIME OF EMD SUBMISSION STATUS OF POSSESSION

DATE/TIME OF E-AUCTION

DATE 22.02.2021 BETWEEN 10.00 AM TO 2.00 PM

24.02.2021 UPTO 4.00 PM PHYSICAL

POSSESSION 26.02.2021 2.00 PM TO 4.00 PM

Authorised Officer
PUNJAB & SIND BANK

Place : Patna
Date : 24.01.2020

MANBOOKEDFOR‘NAMAZ’ INUPTEMPLE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

THEMINISTRY of Women and
Child Development Saturday
said that 422out of the640dis-
tricts covered under the ‘Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao Andolan’
have shownan improvement in
sex ratio at birth in 2019-20
whencomparedto2014-15 lev-
els. The Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB)
metrichasimprovedby16points
from918(2014-15)to934(2019-
20), theMinistrysaidSaturday.
Some districts which had

very low SRB in 2014-15 have
shownhuge improvementafter
implementation of the scheme,
the ministry said, pointing to

Mau in Uttar Pradesh (694 in
2014-15 to 951 in 2019-20),
Haryana's Karnal (758 to 898),
Mahendergarh(791to919),and
Rewari(803to924),andPunjab's
Patiala (847to933).
The percentage of first

trimesterantenatalcareregistra-
tion has also improved from61
percentin2014-15to71percent
in2019-2020whilethepercent-
ageof institutionaldeliverieshas
increasedfrom87percentto94
per cent in the sameperiod, the
ministrysaid inastatement.
In the education sector, the

gross enrolment ratio of girls in
schools at the secondary level
has improved from 77.45 per
cent to 81.32 per cent between
2014-15 to2018-19.

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,JANUARY23

A17-YEAR-OLDboyinGhazipurdistricthas
beendetainedunderthenewanti-conver-
sionlawandonkidnappingcharges.
Heisaccusedofabductinga15-year-old

girl earlier thisweekwhenshewasonher
way to amarket to purchase amedicine.
This is the first case registeredunder anti-
conversion law inwhich aminor boyhas
beenbooked.
Thepolice detained the boy on Friday

and found thegirlwithhim. “Theboywas
producedbefore a Juvenile Justice Board,
which senthimtoaprotectionhome. The
girl’sstatementtothemagistrateisyettobe
examined,”saidthecircleofficerofthearea
wheretheallegedincidentoccurred.
The officer said the girlwasmedically

examinedandwouldbehandedovertoher
familyafterlegalformalitiesconclude.
The girl’s neighbour told The Indian

ExpressthatonTuesdayshewentouttopur-
chasemedicine.Intheafternoon,alocalres-
ident sawhergetting intoa carwithaboy
fromaneighbouringvillage. Theman im-
mediately informed thegirl’s family,who

thenstartedlookingforher.Thegirl’sfather,
whoworks in a private firm in Lucknow,
reached the village after coming to know
aboutthematter,saidtheneighbour.
Thefollowingday,thegirl’smothervis-

itedthelocalstationandtoldthepolicethat
aboyfromtheneighbouringvillagehadkid-
nappedherdaughteronthepretextofmar-
riage.Shesaidtheboymighttrytoconvert
herdaughter’sreligion.
The girl’s mother got a case lodged

againsttheboysandtwoofhisfriends,also
17years old, onvarious charges, including
conspiracyandkidnappingandinducinga
womantocompelhermarriage.Theboy’s
friendswerebooked for allegedlyhelping
him abduct the girl. They have not been
caught yet. The police spoke to local resi-
dentsandafriendofthegirl.Basedontheir
information,thetwoweretrackeddown.
Thegirl’smothertoldTheIndianExpress

thatherdaughterhadnevertoldherabout
theaccused.
“I have come to know that the boy’s

house is located close tomy daughter’s
school,”themotheradded.
Nineteencaseshavesofarbeenlodged

in17districtsundertheanti-conversionlaw
sinceitspromulgation.

UP: 17-year-old boy charged
under anti-conversion law

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,JANUARY23

GRANTING ANTICIPATORY bail
to an accused in a case filed for
“hurting religious sentiments”,
the Allahabad High Court has
observed that irrational and in-
discriminate arrests are a gross
violationof humanrights.
On November 2, four men

belonging to the Khudai
Khidmatgar—aDelhi-basedor-
ganisation—werebookedafter
two of them allegedly offered
namazatNandMahaltemplein
UP’s Mathura district. One of
them, Faisal Khan,was arrested
fromDelhiaftertheFIRwasfiled
whiletheothershadbeeniden-
tified as Chand Mohammed,
AlokRatanandNileshGupta.
Mohammedwasgrantedan-

ticipatorybailbytheHighCourt
in an order passed on Tuesday.
Faisal Khanwas granted bail on

December18.
DuringTuesday’shearing,Ali

Qambar Zaidi, the counsel for
Mohammed,hadsubmittedthat
“only on the basis of photo-
graphswhichwentviral, theap-
plicantcannotbesaidtohavethe
intentiontodisturbthecommu-
nalharmonyof thesociety”.
The additional government

advocate,appearingforthestate,
opposedthepleasaying“that in
viewoftheseriousnessoftheal-
legationsmade against the ap-
plicant,heisnotentitledtogrant
of anticipatorybail”.
Observing that it is unclear

when the police will arrest
Mohammed, the single-judge
bench of Justice Siddharth said,
“Thereisnodefiniteperiodfixed
for the police to arrest an ac-
cused...”
“Courtshaverepeatedlyheld

thatarrestshouldbethelastop-
tion for the police and it should
berestrictedtothoseexceptional

cases where arresting the ac-
cusedisimperativeorhiscusto-
dial interrogation is required,”
the judgesaid.
“In the case of Joginder

Kumarvs.StateofUttarPradesh
AIR1994SC1349,theapexcourt
hasreferredtothethirdreportof
theNationalPoliceCommission,
whereinit ismentionedthatar-
rests by the police in India are
oneofthechiefsourceofcorrup-
tioninthepolice,”saidtheorder.
“The report suggested that,

by and large, nearly 60 percent
ofthearrestswereeitherunnec-
essary or unjustified and that
suchunjustifiedpoliceactionac-
counted for 43.2 percent of ex-
penditure of the jails,” read the
order.Thejudgefurthersaidper-
sonallibertyisapreciousfunda-
mental rightandshouldbecur-
tailedonlywhenitisimperative.
Thecourtrefusedtoexpressany
opiniononthemeritsof thecase
andgrantedanticipatorybail.

HC grants anticipatory bail: ‘Arrest
should be last option for police’

Better sex ratio at birth in
many Beti Bachao districts

UP Nayika programme to give girl
students chance to ‘hold office’
Lucknow:TheUPgovernmenton
Saturday announced a pro-
gramme, ‘Nayika’—tobeorgan-
ised on January 24 on the occa-
sionofNationalGirlChildDay—
inwhich“meritoriousgirls”will
begivenachanceto“holdoffice
of Divisional Commissioner,
District Magistrate, Chief
Development Officer and SSPs

foraday”across thestate.
A spokesperson for the gov-

ernment said the government
will also “encourage achieve-
ments of outstanding female
studentsof standards10and12
of the state board by rewarding
them with cash amounts of
Rs 5,000 and Rs 20,000 respec-
tively.” ENS

New Delhi



EXPRESSNETWORK
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS,JANUARY24,2021

` 146.30 Lakhs

(EMD)

` 14.63 Lakhs

` 497.47 Lakhs

(EMD)

` 49.75 Lakhs

APPENDIX- IV-A

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

[See proviso to rule 8 (6)]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
InterestAct, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the physical Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of India ,Secured Creditor will be
sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is “, and “whatever there is” on the date mentioned below, for recovery of dues as mentioned hereunder to bank of India from
the below mentioned borrower(s) & guarantor(s). The reserve price and the Earnest money deposit are also mentioned hereunder:

(1) Owner of property: All the part and parcel of Property in the name of M/s
Sheo Shakti Industries, Situated at: Mauza- Bihia, Khata No.- 375, Plot No.-
2069, Thana No.- 147, Sub Registrar- Jagdishpur, Dist.- Bhojpur.
Admeasuring- 22.95 Decimal. Boundary of Property –North- Industrial Plot
No.- B/3, South- Industrial Plot No.- B/6, East- Industrial Plot No.- A/9, West-
40' wide P.C.C. Road.
(2) Hypothecated Plant & Machinery.
* P&M and land will be sold in a single lot.

(1) Owner of property: All the part and parcel of Property in the name of Maa

Sarda Grain Food Products Pvt Ltd, Situated near Toll plaza, Mauza-
Pipariya, Survey Plot No.-88, 89, 90, 91, Khata No.- 66, 191, 213, Thana No.-
41, Sub Registrar- Mohania, Dist.- Kaimur. Admeasuring -182.00 Decimal,
vide sale deed 931 dated 18.02.2014, Boundaries : North- Chhawar
(Presently Kaccha Rasta), South- Plot No. 112 & 113, Sharda Prasad Singh &
Kamal Singh, East- Plot No. 92 & 93,Sharda Prasad Singh & Arun Singh,
West- Plot No. 87, Dinanath Singh, (2) Hypothecated Plant & Machinery,
* P&M and land will be sold in a single lot.

Owner of property: All the land and building of Rice Mill in the name of Sri
Santosh Kumar Singh, s/o Sri Radheshyam Singh, Situated at: Survey
Khesra Plot No.-3039, Khata No.-598, Thana No.-263, Mauza- Bichala
Jangal, PS- Jagdishpur, Distt.- Bhojpur, total area admeasuring 62 Decimal,
Boundary: North: Madan Pandey & Chandra Pandit, South: Black Top Village
Road, East: Haridwar Pandey, West: Chandra Shekhar Pandey
Type of Property: Freehold

Owner of property: All that part and parcel of land & property in the name of
Mrs. Kamlawati Devi Situated at Mauza- Barahbatra, Old Khata No. 86, New
Khata No. 809, Old Plot No.-415 (part), New Plot No.1238(part), Thana No.
244, Ward No. 1(Old)3 (New), Vill– Mirganj, Po+Ps-Arrah, District- Bhojpur,
Area:1 Katha vide sale deed no.-5883 dated 03.05.2013, Boundary: North:
Md. Suffiyan, South: 6 ft. Wide Rasta, East: Shakuntala kunwar , West:
Shakuntala kunwar & kashinath sao
Type of Property: Freehold

01.

02.

03.

04.

1.ReservePrice&
2.EarnestMoney

Deposit (EMD)
Description of the Asset/PropertyBorrower/GuarantorsSI.

No.

M/s Sheo Shakti Industries
(Lalan Prasad, Ajay Prasad, Smt. Renu Devi & Sudha
Devi),
Branch: Bihia
Total Due: ` 2,33,44,522.37 (Rupees Two Crore,
Thirty three lakh, forty four thousand, five hundred
twenty two and thirty seven paise) plus interest as
mentioned in notice issued dated 28.08.2018 under
rule 13(2) & interest accrued there on along with 'cost &
Charges'.

M/s. Maasarda Grain Food Products Pvt. Ltd.
(Akshay Kr. Singh, Rai Bahadur Singh, Shivji Singh,
Sujit Kr. Singh, Dilip Kr. Singh & Ranjit Kumar)
Branch:Mohania
Total Due: ` 6,21,87,766.10 (Rupees Six Crore twenty

one lacs eighty seven thousand seven hundred sixty
six & ten paise) plus interest as mentioned in notice
issued dated 04.06.2018 under rule 13(2) & interest
accrued there on along with 'cost & Charges'.

M/s Sai Rice Mill
(Prop- Santosh Kumar Singh)
Branch:Arrah
Total Due: ` 30,53,321.16 (Rupees Thirty Lakh fifty
three thousand three hundred twenty one and sixteen
paise) plus interest as mentioned in notice issued
dated 01.07.2016 under rule 13(2) & interest accrued
there on along with 'cost & Charges'.

Mr. Birjan Sah & Mrs. Kamlawati Devi
(Co-Borrower),
Branch:Arrah
Total Due: ` 1531788/- (Rupees Fifteen lacs thirty one

thousand seven hundred eighty eight only ) plus

interest as mentioned in notice issued dated

06.10.2017 under rule 13(2) & interest accrued there

on along with 'cost & Charges’

Inspection Date & Time of the Property: Till from 10.00 AM to 4.00 PM in consultation with the
Authorized Officer of Patna Zone (Bihar)

19/02/2021

Details of Borrower/Plant & Machinery/Mortgaged Property/Inspection Date/ Date E-auction/Reserve Price & EMD.

Date, Time of E-auction:- 25/02/2021 at 12:00 Noon to 2:00 PM. Followed by three extensions of 10 minutes

Last Date of acceptance of bids for E-Auction on: 23/02/2021

1st Floor, Chanakya Place, R-Block, Patna-800001

ZONAL OFFICE, PATNA ZONE
BOI

` 48.15 Lakhs

(EMD)

` 4.82 Lakhs

` 11.50 Lakhs

(EMD)

` 1.15 Lakhs

Authorised Officer
BANK OF INDIA

Place : Patna
Date : 23.01.2020

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Bank of India, Secured Creditor's website i.e. https://ibapi.in

Public Auction Notice
Debts Recovery Tribunal

A, B & F Wings, Karpuri Thakur Sadan, Ashiana Digha Road, Patna – 800 025
State Bank of India, Stressed Assets Recovery Branch, 2nd Floor, Main Branch Building,

West Gandhi Maidan, Patna-800001
Vs

M/s Annapurna Udyog & others
(In R.P. Case No. 57/2016 arising out of Certificate No. OA. 149/2015)

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
As per order dated 23/12/2020, under mentioned property will be sold by public online e-Auction on the

date and time mentioned herein for recovery of Rs.88,89,202.00 from M/s Annapurna Udyog & Others, the
sum is recoverable together with interest, cost, charges, as per the certificate. The auction sale will be by way
of online e-Auction.
Description of Property:

Dated : 22.01.2021

Details of e-auction agency:
Company Name/address:- M/s E-procurement Technologies Limited, A-801, Wall Street-II, Opp-Orient Club,
Nr. Gujarat College, Ellis Bridge, Ahmedabad-380006, Gujrat, India.
Contact No. 079-61200548.
Website add: https://drt.auctiontiger.net
e-mail Address:- bihar@auctiontiger.net, vivek@auctiontiger.net
Contact Person: Mr. Vivek Kacharia (Mob. No.079-61200548) and Mr. Ali Jouhar (6352490780)
Details of the facilitation center:
Address: State Bank of India, SARB, 2nd Floor, Patna SBI Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan,
Patna-800001, Bihar, India.
E-mail ID: sbi.05176@sbi.co.in
Name of Contact Person:- Mr. Arunjay Sharma, Chief Manager, SARB, Patna, Mob No. 7633996748, e-mail
ID: arunjay.sharma@sbi.co.in
ACCOUNT DETAIL FOR ONLINE MONEY TRANFER

TERMS & CONDITIONS OF SALE:-
1. The property shall be sold “as is where is basis”.
2. The intending bidders should register the participation with the service provider well in advance and get
user ID and password for participating in E-auction. It can be procured only when the requisite Earnest Money
Deposit be paid by prescribed mode.
3. To take part in Auction, each bidder shall deposit Earnest Money (EMD) @ of 10% of the Reserve
Price which shall be paid by electronic transfer to the concerned Bank’s EMD Account or through DD/
pay order drawn in favour of Recovery Officer, DRT., Patna alongwith copy of PAN card, Address proof
and Identity proof with E-mail ID, Mobile No. of bidder. The Envelop containing EMD along with details
of documents should be superscribed R.P. No.57/2016 and in case of the company copy of resolution
by the Board members of the company or any other decument confirming representation/attorney of
the company should reach on or before 4.00 P.M. of 18/02/2021 in the office of Recovery Officer, DRT.,
Patna or should credit the amount in respective Bank’s/Financial Instution’s account. EMD received
thereafter shall not be considered.
4. The successful bidder shall have to pay 25% of the sale proceeds (including EMD) on the next working day
of sale through the mode as stated above.
5. The purchaser shall deposit the balance 75% of the sale proceeds before the undersinged on or before 15th
day from the date of sale of the Property, exclusive of such day, or if the 15th day be Sunday or other holiday,
then on the first office day after the 15th day alongwith the poundage fee @ 2% upto Rs.1,000/- and @ 1% on
the excess of such gross amount over Rs.1,000/- by prescribed mode as stated above.
6. In case of default of payment within the prescribed period, the property shall be resold, after the issue of
fresh proclamation of sale. The deposit, after defraying the expenses of the sale, may, if the undersigned
thinks fit, be forfeited to the Government and the defaulting purchaser shall forfeit all claims to the property or
to any part of the sum for which it may subsequently be sold.
7. The Recovery Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject any bid or bids or to postpone or cancel the
e-auction without assigning any reasons.
8. EMD of unsuccessful bidder shall be returned the same day of auction by DRT/Bank by credit to the
account of bidder mention in bid form.
9. Prospective bidder may avail online training from service provider.
10. Prospective bidders are advised to go through the website for details terms & conditions of sale before
submitting their bids or contact Branch Manager of the concerned Branch.

Description of Property Reserve
Price EMD

Date and
time of
Auction

SCHEDULE - B
(Land & Building)
The details of Sale Deed and rectification deed is as follows:-
Sale Deed No.5469, dated 30.03.2011 executed by Kumar
Niraj S/o Hira Lal Sah, Resident of Bada Bazar, P.S.-Katihar,
Katihar in favour of Sri Manoj Kumar Agrawal and Sri Pramod
Kumar Agrawal both S/o Gauri Shankar Agrawal resident of
Bhawanipur, P.S. Bhawanipur, District-Purnea, for Rs.3,42,000/-
with regard to land admeasuring an area of 43 decimals 05 Kari
appertaining to Khata No.380, 35, Khesra No.4723, 4725, 4736,
4737, Thana No.77 situated at Mauza-Dalan, Thana-Katihar,
District-Katihar butted and bounded as follows:- North: Niz
Bikreta, South: Niz Bikreta, West: Niz Bikreta, East: Niz Bikreta
Rectification Deed No. 12299 dated 06/08/2011 executed by
Sri Kumar Niraj in favour of M/s Annapurna Udyog through its
partners Sri Manoj Kumar Agrawal, Sri Pramod Kumar Agrawal
both S/o Sri Gauri Shankar Agrawal, resident of Bhawanipur,
District-Purnea and Sri Niraj Kumar S/o Late Hira Lal Sah,
resident of Bada Bazar, Katihar, P.S. + District- Katihar with
regard to land admeasuring an area of 43 decimals 05 Kari
appertaining to Khata No.380, 35, Khesra No.4723, 4725, 4736,
4737, Thana No.77 situated at Mauza-Dalan, Thana-Katihar,
District-Katihar butted and bounded as follows:- Noth: Niz
Bikreta, South: Niz Bikreta, West: Niz Bikreta, East: Niz Bikreta

Rs.39,00,000/-
(Rupees Thirty
Nine Lacs
Only)

Rs.3,90,000/-
(Rupees

Three Lacs
and Ninety
Thousand
Only) on
or before
18/02/2021
upto 4.00

P.M.

20/02/2021
between
12.30 P.M.
to 4.00 P.M.
with auto
extension
clause in
case of
bid in last
5 minutes
before

closing, if
required.

ACCOUNT NO. & NAME NAME IFSC CODE
31472262527

SARB COLLECTION A/C
STATE BANK OF INDIA SBIN0000152

(Kumar Rajiv Ranjan)
Recovery Officer
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Two children
die in Lucknow
house fire

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,JANUARY23

THEBSFSaturdaydetectedyetan-
other cross-border tunnel near
the International Border in
JammuandKashmir’sKathuadis-
trict. Thiswas the second tunnel
foundinKathuadistrictinthelast
10days.
Thelatesttunnel,accordingto

BSFofficials,isaround150mlong
and30ftdeep.Unlikepreviously

discoveredtunnels,though,ithas
a diameter significantly larger
than3ft.Officials said thetunnel
openedupinsidethebarbedwire
fence betweenBSFborder posts
14 and 15—an area opposite to
Pakistan’s Abhiyal Dogra and
Kingre-de-Kothe outposts in
Shakargarh district. This is the
sameareawhereBSFshotdowna
dronecarryingarmsandammu-
nition in June2020and foiledan
infiltrationbidinNovember2019.
Theuse of cross-border tun-

nels to infiltrate into Jammuand
Kashmirisacommonphenome-
non.According toBSF, ten cross-
border tunnels have been de-
tectedinJammuregioninthelast
six months—four of them in
SambaandKathuadistricts.
The previous tunnel was

foundonJanuary13.Itopenedup
20-30m inside the barbedwire
fence at Bobbiyan in Kathua's
Hiranagarsector.
InNovember,theborderforce

hadfoundatunnelinSambadis-

trict’s Regal area throughwhich
four heavily armed Jaish-e-
Mohammadmilitants had en-
tered theUnion Territory. They
werelaterkilledbypoliceandse-
curityforcesatBanTollPlazanear
Nagrota on the Jammu-Srinagar
nationalhighway.
On Thursday, Lt Governor

ManojSinhahadchairedameet-
ingof UnifiedHeadquarters and
reviewed the security situation
with top officers of the police,
armyandothersecurityforces.

Thetunnel isaround150m
longand30ftdeep .Express

Another cross-border tunnel found in J&K, second in 10 days

SEXUALASSAULTCASE

Three staffers of
Bilaspur shelter
home held, 2 on
the run: Police

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BILASPUR, JANUARY23

THREEWOMEN employees of
Chhattisgarh’s Shivmangal
Shikshan Samiti that ran the
UjjawalaHome inBilaspurwere
arrestedonFridaywhiletwoother
womenstaffmembersareonthe
run,policesaid.
ThepresidentoftheNGOwas

arrested on charges of sexually
andphysicallyabusingwomenon
Thursday,daysafterthreewomen
—who escaped from the home
earlier thisweek—alleged that
theyweredruggedand rapedat
thegovernment-aidedshelter.
Meanwhile, a womanwho

waslodgedattheshelterhomefor
threemonths in 2012-2013has
submitted an application at the
Bilaspur SP’s office, alleging that
the president of the NGO kept
women against theirwill in the
home.“WhenIwasstayingthere,
…(he)would come to our room
andtouchthementallydisturbed
patients’chestandwaist.Ifsome-
oneobjected,wewere forced to
beat them,” read the letter ac-
cessedbyTheSundayExpress.
Thewomanalleged that she

wasnotallowedtomeetherfam-
ily,evenher6-year-olddaughter,
whowasatanothershelter.“Iwas
scaredof speakingupalone. But
throughmedia reports, I can see
that he has affected many
women...”
However,BilaspurSPPrashant

Agrawal saidhehasnot received
thelettermentionedabove.“Two
womenwhoworkedatthehome
areontherunandwearegoingto
arrest them. Threewomenhave
beenarrestedandsenttojudicial
custody. Ifmorepeoplecomeup
with information in the case,we
will investigate.”

Lucknow:Twochildren—aone-
year-old and his four-year-old
brother—diedofsuffocationaf-
ter a fire broke out from a bon-
fire in thebasementof anewly-
constructed house under the
KrishnaNagarpolicestationarea
of LucknowonSaturday.
The deceased have been

identified as Ritik and his
youngerbrotherShantanu.
Accordingtoseniorpoliceof-

ficials, the victims were living
with their family in the base-
ment as their father reportedly
wasworkingasapainter there.
“The incident tookplaceat a

house, owned by one Ashutosh
Verma. In the early hours on
Saturday,a fewblanketsreport-
edly caught fire from a bonfire,.
Themother of the childrenwas
also in the room. She panicked
and could not save the children
in time... It took more than an
hour todousethe fire,” saidACP
Krishnanagar Harish Singh
Bhadauria. ENS

Tamil Nadu:
Two held for
killing stray dog
Chennai: TheMadurai Police ar-
restedtwopeopleonSaturdayfor
killing a stray dog. The accused
hadalsomadeavideoof thedog
beingattackedwithalog.Theclip
was sharedwidelyonsocialme-
dia,sparkingoutrage.
According to police, one K

MuthusaravananpaidRs 500 to
Vimalrajtokillthedogasitusedto
bark at him. “Neighbours said
Muthusaravananusedtotrouble
thedogandpelt stonesat it. This
hadprobablymade thedogbark
at him often. At one point,
Muthusaravanan complained
about the dog to a personwho
was feeding it. He took the dog
awaydue to complaints but the
dogmanaged to return,” anoffi-
cerattheSellurpolicestationsaid.
Police booked both persons

under the Prevention of Cruelty
againstAnimalsAct,1960. ENS

New Delhi
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OURS ARE THE
STREETS AND

THE SKIES
The Rajpath and the

Humayun’s Tomb
are among the finest
examples of Indian

design, offering
people respite from
their daily drudgery

eyePOINTOFVIEW

Vision from the Past
The Martyrs’ Monument in Chandigarh’s Capitol
Complex nears completion with the installation
of Le Corbusier’s enigmatic sculptures

ARTSetc

Escaping Home
Tamil writer Salma on chronicling the

claustrophobia of home and the universal story
of women

Narayani Gupta

ITISanationalfestivalwhichdoesnot
move around like Diwali or Eid-ul-
Fitr. It is fixedintheGregoriancalen-
dar, somuchsothat it isnot referred
toby theclunkyGantantraDivasbut
as Chhabees Janvari. My generation

will remember the coldmorning of January
26, 1951, when we were wakened to the
sound,thenthesightofvillagerswalkingbare-
foot to Rajpath, shoes prudently carried on
theirheadstosavethemfromtheharshtarred
roads.Which explains the déjà vu feeling in
lateMarch2020—butwithadifference:un-
liketheirgrandparents,theendlesslineofpeo-
plewerewalkingawayfromthecity.
Republic Day echoes to other footsteps,

too—themarchingfeetofsoldiersandofchil-
dren in the parade, the abandon of folk-
dances, familiar but always impressive and
strangelymoving.Varietycomesintheform
of jhankis (tableau) presented by different
stateswiththesameprideasschoolchildren
presenting“projects”.
What if onewere to visualise a jhanki for

our ownmillenniumcity?A city constantly
on the build (andoften clearly on themake)
likeDelhi,shouldlookbeforeandafter.Things
thathavehappenedinthelastyearhavegiven
muchtothinkabout.Atanymoment,thecity
can find the ecological balance of centuries
upset,notonlybyavirus,butbyhumanpred-
ators, includingthosewhoareitscustodians.
Forcenturies,thosewhosettledherehave

flattened its surface, channelled its streams,
cut into its quartzite and sandstone to build
forts,garden-housesandwalkwaysnestedon
green carpets. Thatmagic combination of
dustyrosesandstone,clearwaterandverdant
foliageisthesignatureofDelhi.Referencesto

“monuments” often ignore the complexna-
ture of this urbanscape. The great builders
knewwheretobuildbutalsowherenotto.
Therewasaninstinctiveharmonyandbal-

anceintheheightofbuildingssetoffbygreen
lawns or pedestrian paths, the ratio of open
spaceandbuiltarea,thevanishingpoints,the
balance of textures and colours. Today, our
openspaces—thelungsof thecity—haveto
beguardedvigilantly. Thereareanumberof
suchspaces,butturningthelightonthreema-
jor oneswill be enough tomake thepoint—
first,theopenspacesandlawnsofHumayun’s
mausoleum(designedinthe1570s,modified
bytheArchaeologicalSurveyinthe1920s);the
spaciousboulevardof Shah Jahan’s Chandni
Chowk(mid-17thcentury)fromwherepedes-
trianswithgoodvisioncouldseetheBadshah
on his throne; and, finally, the century-old
Kingsway/Rajpath,designedbyBritishhorti-
culturistsinspiredbytheMughals,withatwo-
milelawnandwaterchannels,encircledbyja-
muntreesthatcomealiveinthemonsoon.
Ifonlywecouldrewindandlistentocon-

versationsaboutthesespacesatthetimethey
were designed! Humayunmust have de-
scribedthewonderfulgardensinIranhehad
seenwhen in exile. His sonAkbar created a
carpet-garden for him on the bank of the
Yamuna,morebeautifulthantheoneinKabul
where his grandfather Babur was buried.
Eightyyearslater,ShahJahanwasalsoinspired
bydrawingsofIsfahan,ofagreatimperialav-
enue,withroomforall.ThatinShahjahanabad
led from the Fort to the FatehpuriMosque.
Unlike in Europe, avenues in Indiawere not
named, but the people’s name for an orna-
mental pool—Chandni Chowk—was used
forthestreet.Withthereincarnatednaharof
FerozeshahTughlaqrunningdownitslength,
thestreetcametolifeandbecameanicon.Ali
Mardan, the Persianwhom the canal was

namedafter,whohadalsolaidouttheLahore
canal, must have been a satisfied man.
Architects and engineers commandedwell-
deservedhonourattheroyalcourt.
As they did in early 20th-centuryDelhi,

too. The centre of the British capital in India,
runningwest to east,was exactly parallel to
Chandni Chowk, and to one of the two av-
enues dividingHumayun’s garden into four
baghs. Based on classical Roman planning
principles revivedbyPalladio, itwas a green
expanse,acounterpointtothehillwherethe
dramatictwinSecretariatbuildingssoaredup
totheplateauof theGovernmentHouse.
AfterIndependence,theHumayun’sTomb

gardensdiddutyasarefugeecamp.Halfacen-
tury later, theAgaKhanTrust breathednew
life into it. Chandni Chowkwas almost de-
stroyedbymindlessjerry-buildingandindis-
criminatemotorisedtraffic,untiltwoyearsago,
when a rescue operationwasmounted and

thearea reclaimed.OnRajpath, thegreenon
bothsidesareatemptationto“developers”to
whomopenareasareemptyareas,an invita-
tiontobuildon.Thejamuntreesandthebuild-
ingbye-lawsheld theirownandtheserenity
remainedevenafteradministrativeblocksand
culturalvenueswerebuiltinthe’50sand’80s.
Why should Iwish these three spaces to

bethethemeofthe jhanki forDelhi?Because
oneofthemessagesoflastyear’spandemicis
thatmonumentalityhasnothingtooffer;that
“development”doesnotmeanlesstrees,less
grassunderfoot.Or,moremotorcars,moreof-
fices,morepaper,morepeoplerequiringmore
space.Neithershopsnorgovernmentoffices
needmore space. Themagic phrase— “on-
line” — can scale themdown. Efficiency is
achievedbyenergeticworkandahealthyat-
mosphere,whichiscontingentonclean,beau-
tifulopenspaceswherewecanconnectwith
earth and sky.When it comes to designing

cities,itisJapanwehavetolearnfrom,notthe
USA,where there is still somuch land to ex-
ploit.Nor fromtheBritish imperial notionof
cantonmentplanning,butfromthedesignof
Britishofficestoday,spareandminimal.
Dowe really believe “development” is

markedbyhugeconventioncentresornine-
storeyedbuildingsfordepartmentsthatkeep
expanding on a variation of Parkinson’s law
(work expands according to the space avail-
able)?Wouldn’titbemuchmorerewardingto
retainforallthepeoplethespacesbequeathed
byearliergenerationsofbuildersanddesign-
ersofvision.Ourthreeexamplesneednore-
inforcing—amemorialwhich is among the
finest,most uplifting of Indian architecture,
setinquiettree-shadedlawnswherechildren
canplay;anavenueofwhich thecity’spoets
wrotewithaffection;aboulevardcommand-
ingaviewofaharmoniousensembleofbuild-
ingsand institutions invitingyou toashared
culture,amajesticexpanseof sky.
Art historiansmay sometimes lose sight

of thewood for the trees, indulge in doubts
about“authenticity”,argueaboutpinksand-
stoneorbluedomes, labelnarrowlyas“colo-
nial”whatwas actually part of international
designinitiatives.Buttojadedoffice-workers,
exhaustedhouseboundwomen,childrenre-
leasedfromthetyrannyofhomework, these
places are priceless gifts— the spaciousness
of Humayun’s Tomb gardens, the pedestri-
anisedChandniChowk, themajestic Central
Vista as it is today. Interactwith them and
theremightbeanunexpectedmomentofde-
lightwhen you echo something said by one
ofourgreatestarchitects,LouisKahn.“Thesun
never knewhowgreat itwas until it hit the
sideof abuilding.”Forthesunto lightupour
buildings,wehavetorespectourunbuiltareas.

NarayaniGuptaisaDelhi-basedhistorian

What could bemore emblematic of a capital constantly on the build than
the harmony of a familiarmonument, a bustling avenue and a broad
boulevard commanding a view of the corridors of power and an open sky?

WISHUPONA
REPUBLIC

Praveen Siddharth

OCCASIONALLY,Atelevisedeventcanbringa
lump to the throat, due to anoverwhelming
feelingofnationalpride,likewhenourcricket
teamwinsamajortournamentoverseas.But
somethingthatoccursmorepredictablyisthe
President’s annual address on the eve of
RepublicDay.Wewatchitonourtelevisions,
not merely as spectators
but as participants in the
exercise of nationbuilding
that we embarked upon
collectively in1950.
Otherheadsofstatealso

givetelevisedspeeches,the
most famous,perhaps, be-
ing the annual Christmas
address by the British
monarch, a tradition since
1932, or theUSPresident’s
state-of-unionaddress.But
thesearemore in the form
of personal reflections or
accounts of actions taken
duringtheyear.Theaddressbyourpresident,
ontheotherhand,isanoccasionforcollective
introspection, amirror held up to our con-
sciencebyourfirstcitizen.
Justasourindependencewastheresultof

decadesofstruggle,ourbirthasarepublicwas

alsoaproductof yearsof labourandresolve.
The midwives — the members of our
Constituent Assembly — enacted the
ConstitutiononNovember24,1949,butthey
waited until January 26, 1950, to proclaim it
astheguidingdocumentofournation.During
the1929LahoresessionoftheIndianNational
Congress, it was decided that this datewill
henceforthbecelebratedasourIndependence
Day. So, when our Constitutionwas finally

ready,themembersdidnot
want to lose the signifi-
canceof thedate.
In many ways, our

RepublicDayismoresignif-
icant than our
Independence Day. India
may have become free
fromBritishruleonAugust
15, 1947, but life was
breathed into our nation
with the adoption of the
Constitution. In the inter-
vening period, wewere a
Britishdominion.Ourhead
ofstatewasKingGeorgeVI,

representedbythegovernorgeneralforIndia,
and our head of government, Jawaharlal
Nehru,wasactingasthesecretaryforstate.
With our Constitution,we took our first

stepstowardsdefiningouridentityasasover-
eigndemocraticrepublic.OnJanuary26,1950,

at 10.18 am, in the Durbar Hall of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan governor general C
Rajagopalachari readoutaproclamationan-
nouncing the birth of our republic. Thiswas
followedbytheswearing-inofourfirstpres-
ident, Rajendra Prasad, and our first prime
minister,JawaharlalNehruandhiscabinet.In

hisfirstRepublicDayspeech,whichwasalso
his acceptance speech, President Prasad an-
nounced,“Today,forthefirsttimeinourlong
and chequeredhistorywe find thewhole of
thisvastland...broughttogetherundertheju-
risdiction of one constitution andoneunion
which takes over responsibility for thewel-

fare of more than 320 million men and
womenwhoinhabit it”.
From thenon, every year, our presidents

havesought toremindusnotonlyofhowfar
wehave comebut alsohowfarweareyet to
travelinourcollectivepursuitoftheidealsspelt
out in 1950. In his 1967 address, President S
Radhakrishnansaid,“Ourtiessubsistbecause
theywerenotofironandsteel,orevenofgold,
butof thesilkencordsof thehumanspirit”.
At the sametime,ourpresidentshave re-

mindeduswhotherealownersof thisenter-
prise are. Our ambitions anddreams are no
longerenslavedby thewishesof a fewthou-
sands in foreign shores. As president R
Venkatraman stated in his 1990 address,
RepublicDaywastheday“thecitizensofIndia
wereguaranteedfundamentalrightstolifeand
liberty andwere freed fromexploitationand
discrimination. Above all, itwas on this day
thateverycitizenofIndiaemergedasthesov-
ereignofthecountrythroughtheadoptionof
universaladultfranchise”.Ourpresidentshave
imploredustoshunparochialism.Inhis1997
address,PresidentShankarDayalSharmaap-
pealed,“wemustalldevelopabroadnational-
istoutlookwherebywevieweveryissuenotin
alimited,narroworparochialperspectivebut
inthecontextof thegoodof thenation.”
The annual presidential address is com-

posedofthepresident’sownthoughts,notthat
oftheexecutive.Asaresult,theyhaveusedthis

opportunity tohighlightwhat theyfeel is the
needofthehour.Thebedrockofeveryaddress
has been the principles enshrined in our
Constitution.PresidentPranabMukherjeesaid
it best inhis2013address, “Indiadidnotwin
freedomfromtheBritishinordertodenyfree-
domtoIndians.TheConstitutionrepresented
a second liberation, this time fromthe stran-
gleholdoftraditionalinequityingender,caste,
community,alongwithotherfetters...”
Finally,ourPresidentshavealsoprompted

us to not be contentmerelywith looking at
what benefits us as a country but also strive
tomake theworld a better place. In 2018,
President RamNath Kovind set our goals
many notches higher. He said, “The highest
stage of India’s nation-building project is to
contributetobuildingabetterworld—acom-
posite and cohesiveworld, aworld at peace
withitself andatpeacewithnature.”
Whethertheyactasnudgesforintrospec-

tion, guiding lights, or progressmilestones,
these addresses havehadone thing in com-
mon:timelessness.Whatwassaidhalfacen-
turyagostillholdsgoodtoday.Ourpresidents
have been the voice of our collective con-
science.So,whenwelistentotheaddresson
the26th,wewoulddowelltorememberthat
weareonlylisteningtoourinnerselves.

PraveenSiddharthisprivatesecretarytothe
PresidentofIndia

The Day of the Citizen
The annual presidential address on the eve of Republic Day is an occasion for introspection and affirmation of our constitutional values

Living History
An Indian Express

collaboration with the
Rashtrapati Bhavan

IN THIS TOGETHER
The Republic Day celebration in 1953
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EYE SPY
EVERYFORTNIGHT,WEPICK,YOUWATCH

Shubhra Gupta

TWOPEOPLEfallingapart isasnaturalastwo
peoplefallinginlove. It’s funnyhowwespend
considerabletimeandemotioninsearchingfor
theperfectpartner,andconsiderourselves lucky

whenithappens.Butweforgetthatwearechangeable
creatures.Couplesdogrowoutofeachother,andamar-
riagecanand,sadly,doesbreak.
NoahBaumbach’s2019MarriageStory, aboutanac-

tressandastagedirectordriftingapart, showsushow
painfulbreakdownscanbe:thecharactersplayedby
AdamDriverandScarlett Johanssonwerejoinedatthe
hipnotsolongback;nowtheycan’tbeartolookateach
other.Therapydoesn’twork.Neitherdowell-meant in-
terventionsfromfriendsandfamily. Inanexplosiveargu-
ment,CharlieyellsatNicolethathewishesshewoulddie.
Andyouknow, justastheydo, thatthat’s theend.Furious
peopledosaystuff theydon’tmean,butsomethingasfi-
nalasthis ishardtodialbackfrom.
Baumbach’sbiostatesthathis lifewasdeeplyim-

pactedbyhisparents’messydivorce.His2005film,The
SquidAndTheWhale,whichfeels likeayoungerversionof
MarriageStory, isshowingonMUBI. JeffDanielsandLaura
Linneyplayaliterarycouplewho’vehaditwitheach
other.Soonafterthefilmopens,weseetheminforming
theirtwoboys,aged12and16years(playedrespectively
byOwenKlineandJesseEisenberg),aboutthesplit.
Whatmakestheolderfilmsointerestingishowpared

downit is.MarriageStoryhastherapistsandlawyers
jumpingin, leadingthebattle-scarredcoupleintolong-
drawn, futilemeetings.TheSquidAndTheWhalekeepsits
focusonthefamily,makingnottheslightestattemptto
garneroursympathieseitherforthehusband,orthewife.
Neitheraresaints.Sheis inarelationshipwiththe
youngerboy’stenniscoach;heismakingthemovesona
studentyoungenoughtobehisdaughter.
What’sevenmore interesting ishowneitherparent

tries tohidetheiraffair.Dotheyeventhinkofhowthis
willaffect thechildren,alreadydevastatedbythesepara-
tion? Jointcustodymeansthat theboyshaveto learnto
split their timebetweentwohouses,onewell-ap-
pointed, theothershabbyanddisorganised,andtwo
warring individuals.Baumbachinjectswryhumour into
thissearingautobiographicalmovie,andthatsavesus
fromrecoilingeverytimetheadultsdosomethingstupid
or immature, leavingtheyoungpeopleto figurethorny
thingsout for themselves.
Thefilmleavesyouthinking—ishappily-ever-afteran

illusion?Shouldwekeepgoingjust forthesakeofour
children,evenif itbungsusintoastateofpermanentmis-
ery?Whatcomesthroughisauniversal truth:twopeo-
ple, livingincloseproximity,aremorethancapableof cre-
atingunendingstormsintheirteacups.Beingmadly,
deeplyinlovecanmakeyoubelievethatyoucan’t live
withouteachother. Itcanalso,sometime,somewhere
downtheroad,makeyouwanttokilleachother.

The Squid and the Whale explores
the fallout of a collapsing marriage

THINGS FALL APART
A still from The Squid and the Whale

Must Have
Been Love

SCIENCETELLSusaboutthedopaminerush
we experiencewhenwe process informa-
tionthatsupportsourbeliefs,nomatterhow
fake that informationmight be.Most of us
tireeasilyandchoose toremain in thecom-
fortingconfinesofsameness,whereourmis-
guided thoughts go unchecked andwe feel
good about ourselves and theworld aswe
choose tosee it.
Butreasondemandsmorefromus.Reason

challengesustoevolveandgrow.
Modern School, Vasant Vihar in New

Delhi,wasoriginallyconceivedasanalterna-
tive to the missionary schools operating
through the prism of Christianity and the
colonisers'’sensibilitiesabouteducationand
childhood development.My fatherwas ed-
ucatedatModernwhilemymotherisaprod-
uctof IrishCatholicconventeducation.Icon-
sider itmygood luck tohavebenefited from
amix of their two educational sensibilities.
Fromagesixto18,IwasmadeawareofIndia’s
challenges,itsculturalwealthandsocietalis-
sues, its rich diversity and fragile secular
dreams.Myparentscameofagewithacolo-
nial background fromwhich they gleaned
lightandgrowth.IcameofageinanIndiaglu-
ing itself into amosaic,where pluralitywas
valuedandourmanyIndianfacesandforms
connectedustoourcommonhumanity.The
challengeofthisimmensetask,thecommu-
nal riots and vexing polarisations fomented
by recklessly self-serving and vote-hungry
politicians, was ours to observe, study and
discusswithourteachersandparents.Igrew
up watching India go from strength to
strengthwhileoccasionallybeingbroughtto
itsknees throughhumanfolly.
Theautumnof1993broughtmetoNew

YorkCitytostudygraphicdesignandarthis-
tory.Familyandfriendswelcomedmewith
loveandgavemenurturingsupport. I found
myselfhappilysettledinNYCwithinweeks
andlivingthelifeofaManhattanite.Thatlife
eroded the divisiveness I might have felt
with those that seemeddifferent fromme.
Thatwashowallofuswhomadeahomein
NYC lived.
Eight years intowhatmight have been

consideredutopiabymost,Iwasintheshower
when Iheard sirens andchaos in the streets.
Hair still wet and clothes barely buttoned, I
wasontherooftopwithinminutestoseewhat
washappening andwhy therewas somuch

smokeclosetomyhomeinGreenwichVillage.
Myfathercalledaboutaterroristattackatthe
samemomentthesecondplanehit thetow-
ers.Thatimageisetchedinmymemory.Also
engravedinmypsycheisthescentofburning
fleshandbuildingmaterial.Butthemostlast-
ing imprintwas leftbythecallousbehaviour
shownbythosefromoutsidethecitytosome
ofuswholivedthere.
After 9/11 it became clear that America

isnotonenationbuttwonationswithinthe
constructof one.Aweekandahalf after the
attack I was at the Union Square Farmers
Market, only a few blocks frommy home,
buyingvegetablesandcomestiblesforameal
withfriends,sothatwecouldcometogether
andshareourgriefandfindhopefortomor-
row. Instead, I came home bruised after a
touristbrokeabottleandhurleditatme,call-
ingmea“f***ingArabterrorist”whooughtto

leave the US and go home. Other New
Yorkers savedme, and I arrived home a tad
shaken.Scratchedandsore, Icookeddinner,
servedour friends,andreceivedcaringsup-
port fromthem.
Afewyearslater,myfirstcookbook,which

wouldgoontobecomeoneof themostpop-
ular Indian cookbooks published in theUS,
debutedasthenationwashealing.Myrestau-
rantDevi,whichgotthefirstMichelinstarfor
anIndianrestaurantinNorthAmerica,opened
atthesametime.Thisrecognitionbroughtme
endlessopportunities,affordedmebyincred-
ibleAmericans.ItravelledacrosstheUSspeak-
ingandteaching,feedingandsharing,andap-
pearing on TV shows.My likeness andmy
recipes,mybioandmystory,werecelebrated
innewspapersandmagazinesbigandsmall.
IwasAll-American;Ifeltasif Ibelonged.Isaw
theworldasbeingonevillage; Isawhuman-

ity intheother.
Butlurkinginthefeting,inthecrowdslin-

ing up to get their cookbooks signed, in the
lauded airport arrivals, was the America I'd
encounteredatthefarmers’market inUnion
Square—anationdivided,unable tograpple
withasocietywhere therecouldbeequality
amongpeoplewho look verydifferent from
oneanother,whospeakdifferently,whocome
fromdifferent parts of theworld. And, so, I
wouldbestrip-searched.Iwouldbedetained
for hours in airport back roomsuntil the au-
thoritieswereconvincedthatthisbrownman
wasn't a terrorist. Iwould be called names, I
would be humiliated. Peoplewouldmarvel
that I spokeEnglish,wouldbeshocked that I
atewithaknifeandfork.
January 6, 2021, was a reminder that

America isa taleof these twocountries.Two
verydifferent realities,bitterlypolarisedand
unabletoaccepttheotherasequalandtohold
honestandmeaningfuldialogue.
IfAmericawantstheworldtoseeitasex-

ceptional,itneedstobecomethat.OnJanuary
6, theworld sawAmerica as far fromexcep-
tional. Itwas Iraq, itwasAfghanistan, itwas
Syria.Now theworldwatches to see if these
twoAmericas can come together, with the
samereality for all its people. The JoeBiden-
Kamala Harris administrationwill need to
healthisfesteringwoundbeforeanythingelse.
But what happened at the Capitol in

Washington DCwill not be contained by
Americanborders.HowAmericareactstothe
insurrection ishowdemocracies around the
worldmay react to the same challenges to-
morrow.OthernationsstillbelieveinAmerica,
in the image it projects andwhat itwants to
be.Fledglingcountriesarewatching“theshin-
inglightonthehill”.
Asweprepare for our ownRepublicDay

in India on January26, the lessonsof history
arestaringusintheface.Throughherlonghis-
toryMotherIndiahassurvivedlootandplun-
der,hateandbigotry, communalismandau-
thoritarianismandhasalwaysendedupliving
proudandbright forherembraceof theplu-
raloverthesingular.
Buttheoldestandthelargestdemocracies

oftheworldaredancingtotheseductivetune
ofviralconspiracytheoriesandcunningly-ex-
ecutedcampaignsofdeception.Theseposea
vexing problem to geopolitics,with danger-
ous outcomes for theworld.Myopia has led
toself-destructivebehaviour intheUS,anda
similar jingoism and sectarianism is found
acrosstheworld.
America,asweonceknewher,hasfallen.

Shemight still have a chance to survive, but
poorernations,withmanymore challenges,
have doom looming large over them, unless
they nip dangerous behaviours in the bud.
Democracies newer and developing have a
moment of reckoning and awakening, a call
tofill thevoidof reasonanddecencythathas
been at least temporarily left by theUS. This
dreamerhopesthatnationssteepedincivili-
sational history, generational empathy and
maternalinstinctscanstopfashioningthem-
selves after themachismo and fascism that
wehaveseenbeingchampionedintheWest.
MayboththeUnitedStatesofAmericaunder
Biden and Harris and the old and sage
Republicof Indiafindcomfortintheirshared
idealsofbelief,faithandrespectinourshared
humanity,andinourdisparatebeliefsandeth-
nicities.Mayweuse thismomentary horror
toguideusbacktoourhallowedpathsofna-
tionalgrowthandinternationalcamaraderie,
epluribusunum (outofmany,one)beingthe
unitinglinkacrossalldemocracieswantingto
becivilsocieties.

Moment of Reckoning
The insurrection in the US provided an opportunity for other nations to reaffirm

their faith in democracy

Rajnish Wattas

CHANDIGARHWASbornoutofthetraumaof
India’sPartition.Anewcity“unfetteredbythe
traditionsofthepast”wastobecreated,both
toactasthenewcapitalcityofPunjabandto
settle thevastnumberof refugees. Thougha
provincialproject, itbecameanational sym-
bol of India’s newbeginning andpride in its
resurgent nationhood.
Jawaharlal Nehru, the patron-in-chief of

the project, didn’twant anypseudo-revival-
ist stylemimicking the historicmonuments
of India. So, he invited the iconicmodernist
Swiss-Frenchplanner-architect LeCorbusier
todesignChandigarh.Startingonagreenfield
panoramic site, Corbusier placed the city’s
crowning glory, the Capitol Complex, at the
headofthetown,withtheShivalikhillsinthe
backdrop.Conceivedasacosmicensembleof
buildings, piazzas,monuments, earth forms
andwaterbodies—placedamidstapastoral
landscape— itwas to be detached from the
main city, like a later-day Acropolis that
echoedthetimelessnessofIndiancivilisation.
The Capitol Complex comprises the as-

sembly, secretariat and high court and the
(unbuilt) “governor’s palace”. A vast es-
planadebetweentheassemblyandthehigh
courtwasconceivedasapedestrianplazaand
was interspersedwithmonuments, sculp-
tures and symbols.Besides a giant peace
sculpturecalledtheOpenHand,therewasthe
TowerofShadows,GeometricHillandsome
othermonuments.However, themostenig-
maticofallistheMartyrs’Monument,which

remained incomplete. The suggestion to
adorn thepiazzawith signs and symbols, in
fact, came from the British architect Jane
Drewwho,alongwithherhusbandMaxwell
FryandCorbusier’scousin-cum-partnerfrom
Paris,PierreJeanneret,formedthecoreofthe
European team that worked on the
Chandigarhproject.
Oneevening,onthelawnofthePWDrest

houseofChandigarh,DrewsaidtoCorbusier,
“LeCorbusier,youshouldsetupintheheartof
theCapitolsignswhichsymbolisethebasisof
yourphilosophyandbywhichyouarrivedat
the basis of your city design. These signs
shouldbeknown—theyarethekeytothecre-

ationofChandigarh”.
Corbusier,spurredbyDrew’ssuggestion,

startedworkingonthe signs,cullingfromhis
sketchbooks.Hewasequallykeentopickup
elementsofnaturelikeplants,animals,birds,
serpents,etc.,asremindersthathumansdon’t
exist in isolation,but inharmonywithother
livingbeings.Muchbeforehewaschosenfor
the Chandigarh project, Corbusier was al-
readyinterestedinIndian civilisation,and,in
fact,keptabookonit inhisoffice.
Before installing signs in the Capitol

Complex,CorbusieraskedJeanneret fora list
of the key symbols denoting Indian civilisa-
tionfromexperts.Notfindingmuchresponse,
CorbusierturnedtoNehru,which,too,didn’t
yieldmuch.Finally,anIndianjuniorcolleague
in Chandigarh gave himabooklet on Indian
animal symbols. Eventually, he evolved his
owniconographyfortheCapitolfromhiscol-
lectionofsketchesofbullockcarts,cartwheels
and village homes,where humans lived in
perfectharmonywithdomesticanimals.
TheMartyrs’Monument isdesignedasa

squareenclosureformedbyslopingconcrete
wallsandasculpturalensembledepictingthe
sacrifice andmartyrdomof thosewho lost
their lives during the Partition. The purpose
of the ramp in the concrete enclosure is not
onlytoprovideapedestalfromwhichtobet-
ter observe the sculptural elements of the
monument, but also to savour the interplay
of thevariousedificesontheplaza.
The Chandigarh administration has re-

cently taken up the completion of this long
awaited project and themissing sculptural
componentsofthemonumentarenownear-

inginstallation.Thekeyelementsareastone
debris onwhich stand a tiger and a serpent
alongsideafallenpillarofthecolonialedifices.
Closetothisisapronehumanfigure,Parusha.
Thetigerrepresentsstrengthandthehooded
serpentprimordialmythologicalpower. The
tiger, serpent and the human figure cast in
bronzearealready completedandwaittobe
installedonthestonebase. It isonlytheelab-
oratecontoursandshapeofthefallencolumn
and thedebris below the sculptures that are
now beingmadewith stone from special
quarries inRajasthan.
Onthewallsoftherampandtheenclosure

arethesymbolsofIndiancosmology:awheel
andaswastika. Thewheeldenotesnineplan-
etsandtheswastikarepresentstherevolution
of thesunandtheseasonsofhumanlife.
TheprojectwasconceivedbyCorbusierin

the ’50s. Itwill be a timely tribute to the vic-

timsofthePartition;itwillalso,55yearsafter
their creatordied,bring to life thesculptures
which had been lying around all thiswhile.
Themonumentwillalsoshowcasethesecu-
larandabstractelementspreferredbythepa-
tronsofarchitectureatthetime,insteadofval-
ourisinganyindividualor ideology.
The completion of the Martyrs’

Monumentwill also remind theworld that
Corbusier was a polymath who not only
gainedfameasanarchitect-planner,butalso
asapainter, sculptor andcolour theorist.He
dabbledinthesynthesisofgeometryandhu-
manproportionsandrelentlesslyimbuedar-
chitecturewithanartisticvisionthatwaspas-
sionateandinsightful.

RajnishWattasisanarchitecturalcriticandthe
formerprincipaloftheChandigarhCollege

ofArchitecture

Vision from the Past
The Martyrs’ Monument in Chandigarh’s Capitol Complex nears completion

with the installation of Corbusier’s enigmatic sculptures

SuvirSaran
Suvir Saran isachef, author, educator

andworld traveller
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Now the world watches to see if these two Americas can come together,
with the same reality for all its people
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Better Left
Alone
From the teeniest to the most
belligerent, a list of creatures to
keep a distance from

RanjitLal
Ranjit Lal isanauthor,
environmentalist and
birdwatcher

DOWNIN
JUNGLELAND

IT’SOFTENthoughtthatanimal loversgogagaover
everylivingcreature,butforme,there’sawhole
bunchof themwhosecompanyIabhorandtryto
avoidwhereverpossible.Startingfromthesmallest

andmost insidious,we’llproceedtothebiggoons.
Firstonthelisthastobemosquitoes,especiallythose

sopranosirensthathoveraroundyourearearly inthe
morning,wailing“Malaria!”Then,of course, flieswithbig
belligerenteyesthatwillsitonsomethingsickening,suck
upmuckandlandonyourfreshpieceof toastandhavea
wash-up.Thishastobefollowedbyticks—thebigbul-
bouskindthatwillburrowdeepinyourdog’sear,sucking
bloodtill they’re likebarrageballoonsandleavingtheir
headsbehindifyoutakelibertieswiththem.Weusedto
removethem(onceinhordes) fromourpoorBoxerand
withviciousdelightdumpthemintoacanofkerosene
watchingthemsinkanddrown.Ohyes,suretheyhavea
roletoplayinthebiggerschemeof things,butnotwith
mydog, thankyou!Leeches, too,areabigturn-off–espe-
ciallythewaytheyscenttheair forabloodmeal(yours,of
course),andthenleavethebitesitebleedingbecauseof
all theanti-coagulantstheyhaveinjected.Yes,at least
theyhavethecourtesyofgivingyouananestheticasthey
sawtheirwaythroughyourbloodvessels,buttheydoget
intoplacestheyhaveabsolutelynorighttoknowabout!
Istillharbouranautomatic“killonsight”attitudeto-

wardscentipedes,especiallythosethatcomeshimmer-
ingoutof thedrainwhileyou’reshoweringandheadto-
wardsyou,pincerswavingevilly. Iknowtheseguysare
meanttobeharmless,but I’drathernothavethemscuttle
upmylegsandtakeabiteoutofme.Othersarequite
deadly,soit’sbettertokeepthetoiletbrushhandy.
Thereareprobablymanysmallboysaroundtheworld

whoarebestieswithcockroaches. Ihavetoadmit, looked
atdispassionately,someof themcanbeprettyhandsome
—of impressivedimensionsandclothedinshinyma-
hogany-date-brown.Butman,thosefeelerswaving
aroundinquisitivelyandthatclassiccockroachscuttle!
Openupamanholecoverandthere’llbehordesof them,

quiveringindignantlyatthis invasionof theirprivacy.
Littleboysalsotakedelight inrats,butwhile Idoun-

derstandthatratsandbandicootsarebutsquirrelswith
scalytails, I’drathernothavethemscuttleovermyfeet
while I’mcooking!Iwastakeninbyonelittle fellowwho
perchedhimselfonthesideboardandwatchedaNational
GeographicprogrammeonTVwithavidinterest,but
whatheandhissiblingsdidtothefruitbasketafter lights-
out,wasunforgivable!We’vehadtoevicthugejoint fami-
liesof themfromthekitchenandgaragefromtimeto
timeandonedotingmotherhadunraveledawholerollof
toiletpaperdownthestairswithwhichtolinehernest in
thedepthsofanair-conditioner!
Evenasanavidbirder, I’drathernotgetchummywith

bluerockpigeonsandcrows.Lookedat insunlight, the
blue-rockishandsome,whatwiththat iridescentpurple-
and-pinkneckandthroatandneatgreyplumage.But
haveyouseenthesesocalled“birdsofpeace”tryandrip
eachother’s throatsoutastheyfight?They’resaidtobe
monogamous,somethingI findhardtobelieve,because
theyareperpetuallygurglingandpirouettingaroundone
another.Also, theymakeastinkingmessinyourbalconies
andair-conditionerductswithvastvolumesofpoop.
Theirgiantprogenysquat intheirhomes,wheezingpetu-
lantly,demandinganon-stopsupplyof food.
Crowsandmanyothercorvidshaveanunnatural,un-

settlingglitter intheirbeadyblackeyesastheysizeyou
upforasnatch-and-grabraid. If youobjecttoostrongly,
they’ll summonamobandharassyoulikelove-jihadists.
Amongthemammals, therhesusmacaquehastotake

topplace.Yes,babies intheirmom’sarmscanbevery
cute,and,sometimes,eventhebigmachofellowsbecome
goofywhileplayingwithyoungsters.Buttheydohavein-
candescenttemperswhichtheyloseonceevery10sec-
ondsorso,andthenmattersgetreallyvicious.Lookthem
intheeyeatyourownperil—theytakeitasawarcryand
will flattentheirearsandbaretheirteeth.Andtheirca-
ninescanbelargerthanthoseofyourRottweiler!But
frankly, theyremindmetoomuchofourselves.
Amongthegiants, it’s thebuffaloI’dratherstayaway

from.Theyhavebelligerenteyesandanunpredictableex-
pression —asif theyhaven’tquitemadeuptheirminds
whattodowithyou.And,of course, thosehornsthatcan
tossaliontenfeet intotheair: Iwasoncebuffetedbyone
andonlythenrealisedtheirbrutestrength. I’vealwaysad-
miredthosewhoblithelyperchontheirbacksandtake
themoutgrazing.Asforme,thanksbutnothanks!

DARK LORD
The crow is the master of mobilising a snatch-and-grab

RANJITLAL

Paromita Chakrabarti

THEHANDFULof illustrationsonRajivEipe’s
dormant Instagrampage are somewhat dif-
ferentfromhisvividartworkforchildren’spic-
ture books. Dating back to the 2019protests
againsttheCitizenship(Amendment)Actand
theNational Register of Citizens, these stark
monochromatic pen/pencil sketches offer a
satiriccommentaryoncontemporarypolitics.
In contrast, his illustrations for children are
more elaborate — popping with unusual
colours, like a purple-skinned, curly-haired
book-loving little girl, burstingwith exuber-
ance,liketheanticipationwritlargeonaboy’s
face ashehelpshisAmmachimakecoconut
barfis.But there’sonethreadthatbindsboth
— a deep awareness of the milieu and a
sparkling sense of humour. The Bengaluru-
based artist himself has never distinguished
betweenthetwo.“Iamnotsureif illustrating
for children is anydifferent fromdoing it for
an adult. An image is unlike a story because
weallnoticedifferentthingsinit.That’swhat
makesit interesting,”saysEipe,37,winnerof
thisyear’sBigLittleBookAward(BLBA)inthe
illustrationcategory, anannualaward tocel-
ebrateexcellenceinchildren’s literature.
Sowhat does one notice

whenonelooksatanEipeart-
work?Youcouldstopathisil-
lustration of the irrepressible
Anand (Anand, Pratham
BooksStoryweaver),whocol-
lects trash from the neigh-
bourhood and loves to jig in
hisfreetime.Thecastofchar-
actershemeetsonthejob,the
overflowinggarbagevanthat
he drives, thewaypeople re-
act tohimarevignettesof fa-
miliarmetropolitan life, in-
cluding the uncomfortable truth about how
littleoneknowsaboutthe“kudawalebhaiya”
whodoes thesameforourneighbourhoods.
You could stroll with Chutku and his pishi
(PishiandI,TimiraGupta),slowingdownever
so often to pet a stray or pick a pebble or a

flower,stoppingbyatthelocalkiranastoreor
the sabzimandi, where you knoweveryone
and everyone knows you. The illustrations
openuptheworldfromChutku’sperspective
—itisaplacebothunknownandfamiliar,full
of wondrous discoveries and intimate joys,

quite like Eipe’s artwork
themselves.
“WorkingwithRajivisnot

just delightful, but also fasci-
nating.Whether it’s purple
Puchku and the tall giraffe
with a band-aid on her knee
in A Book for Puchku
(DeepanjanaPal),thesensory
details in Pishi and Me, the
feistyAmmachiinthebeloved
eponymous series, or the
poignantandawesomeAnand
—his stories, characters and

settings offer a newway of looking at the
world,turningitaroundwithhissenseofhu-
mour,warmthandimagination,”saysauthor
andeditorBijalVachharajani,whohasworked
extensivelywiththeartistonbookprojects.
Eipe’s journeyintotheworldofartbegan

Amrita Dutta

THEPANDEMIChomemight be a
novelexperienceofconfinement.
Butforavastmajorityofwomen,
lockdownislessmetaphor,more
thesolidmeshofrulesandrestric-

tions thathasalwaysheldthemback.That is
certainlytrueofthecharacterswemeetinthe
fictionof Tamilwriter Salma. In the opening
story of The Curse: Stories (Speaking Tiger), a
newcollectionofherstories,threewomenget
intoacar.Butevenastheyjourneyawayfrom
theirhome,theclaustrophobiaoftheirshared
livespursuesthem.Thestoryistoldfromthe
point of view of a young woman, who is
acutely attuned— in away thatwomen are
burdenedbytheweightofothers’emotions—
to the rift between the two elderlywomen.
Theceaselesscomplaining, theirunsaidrage
twisted into tusslesover little things is a lan-
guagethatonlythewomenhearandrespond
to—themalerelativeinthedriver’sseatisim-
pervious towhat’s going on. Though about
nothing calamitous, the narration unsettles
thereaderwithapersistentnervousanxiety.
Likeotherstoriesinthisstellarcollectionof

short fiction translated byNKalyanRaman,
‘OntheEdge’ isanexpositionof thepowerof
familyties tobindandincarcerate. “Thecon-
ditionofbeingforcedtoliveinaverycramped
place,ofleadingalifeofrestrictionandsubor-
dination,createsacertainneurosis.Thestory
istheexpressionofthisneurosis,”saysSalma,
52,overavideocall fromChennai.
Since the 1990s, the defining feature of

Salma’swriting has been the close, uncom-
promising attention she brings to bear on
homeandmarriage,andthewomenwholive
inside itswalls. These fictionalworldsmake
spaceforthetetchinessandtediumofdomes-
tic life.Thedesire,discomfortandpainof the
woman’sbodyfindsexpressioninawaythat
is not sanitised, that is definitely rare in
Anglophone fiction. In this circumscribed
world,womennonethelessstrainforfreedom,
aswe see in two recent translations— The
Curse andWomen, Dreaming, the English
translationbyMeenaKandasamyof Salma’s
2016novelManaamiyangal.
Theexperienceofimprisonmentwascru-

cial to Salma’s becoming awriter. “I started
writingwhenIwas15or16,asa response to
my anxiety about why my life
couldnotbedifferent,asacritique
of society [andwhat itwas doing
to me],” she says. In
Thuvarankurichi village in Trichy
district in Tamil Nadu,where she
wasbornRajathi Samsudeen, she
lived a carefree life till she turned
13.Customdemandedthatallgirls
who reachedpubertydonot step
outoftheirhomes.Shewaspulled
outofschool,imprisonedindoors,
often inatiny,darkroom, fornine
years— till shewas tricked intomarriage by
hermother. In thatconfinementshehadbe-
guntowritepoetry.ShehadbecomeSalma.In
hermarital home,herwritingwasmetwith
anger and threats fromher husband. Itwas

hermother,whocametoheraid, smuggling
outscrapsofpaperonwhichshehadwritten
herpoetryinsecret,andsendingit to literary
magazinesandpublishers.Inthe1990s,even
as her poetry brought literary acclaim to

Salma, Rajathi’s battles remained
thesame:tokeepwriting,andnot
blowher cover.When shedid at-
tend the rare literary gathering, it
was via subterfuge: she travelled
outofhervillagewithhermother
onthepretextofmedicalvisits.
Therearenounambiguoushe-

roesorfallenvillainsinSalma’ssto-
ries; themother-daughter rela-
tionship, too, is a deep shade of
grey. “In Indian culture,mother-
hood is considered very sacred. I

wanttotalk[inmywork]aboutwhathappens
outsidethesacredness,betweentwohuman
beingswithdifferentaims.Themotherhasto
beconservativetosurviveunderoppression.
The daughter yearns for freedom,” she says.

For Salma, freedom came frompolitics. In
2001,when the local panchayat seatwas re-
served forwomen, her husband reluctantly
turned to her, hoping shewould remain a
proxyforhim.Thewriterseizedtheopportu-
nitytostepoutofthehouse,with-
out a burqa, won the election—
andnever lookedback.
Salma’spoetry—andlaterher

fiction — broke new ground in
Tamil literature. “Women’swrit-
ing in Tamil didn’t challenge the
basic principles that held society
together. In the 1950s and ’60s,
some of it was reformist. Later,
Ambai struck a different path,
thoughshechoseamorecerebral
mode. Salmawrites fromthegut,
and she tells the universal story of women.
She does it not just from the body, but also
with a very keen sense of how society is or-
ganised, both emotionally andmaterially,”
saysKalyanRaman.

Religion is complicit in theoppressionof
women inSalma’s stories.Women,Dreaming
explores howWahhabi Islam trickles into a
community, squeezing the freedoms for
women.Buttheprotagonistsarenothelpless
Muslimwomenwhospur theHindutva sav-
iourcomplex. Salma’s clear critiqueof ortho-
dox Islamhas angered conservatives in her
TamilMuslimcommunity,butthecurrentpol-
iticsmakesheruncomfortable. “While Iwas
writing this book, this kindof Islamophobia
didn’texist. Itwashonestcriticism,but,atthe
moment, I feel protective ofmycommunity,
whichisunderattackundertheBJPrule,”says
Salma,whoisaDMKmember.
Women, Dreaming is about twowomen

cast out ofmarriage. Parveenhas been sent
back to hermaternal home by her in-laws.
Mehar chooses todivorceher orthodoxhus-
bandwhenhedecidestomarryagain,anactof
rebellion thatplungesher intomental disso-
lution.Thenovelfollowstheirattemptstofree
themselves, though it remains sceptical that
such transformations arepossible. Solidarity
betweenwomendoesn’tcomeeasy,evenif it
seemsprobable.“Allwomenarenotinaposi-
tionof strength.Onlywhentheyhavepower
cantheyhelpothers,”saysSalma.
In theseworks, one hears the drone of

grumbling,thatmostdomesticoflanguages—
repetitiveandnever-finished, like the labour
thatfeedsthehome.Womengripeandgrate
oneachother;theyarehauntedbyaninartic-
ulate anxiety, they suffer reproductive vio-
lence ofmultiple abortions. Despite the sur-
face calmof Salma’swords, an unexplained
dread floods the stories, recalling Charlotte
PerkinsGilman’sTheYellowWallpaper.
Writing fromwithin the darkness of the

home,Salmahasspokenofthewoman’sbody
anditsunacknowledgeddesires.“Awoman’s
body is either oppressed or considered ob-
scene or sacralised,” she says. A story like
‘Toilets’,aboutawoman’sdifficultyinpeeing
athomeandoutside,isremarkableforhowit
turns thewoman’s bodily experience of dis-
comfortanddamageintopowerfulliterature.
“Thenaturalinclinationsofthebody,notonly
intermsofdesirebutalsoof comfort,arede-
nied to us. In our culture, awoman’s body is
something that is waiting for liberation.
Therefore, this is something Iwant towrite
again and again inmy stories. That the body
isalivingthingbeforeitisanythingelse,before

what culture makes of it. For
women’s bodies to be seen as a
sourceof pride, societyhas to call
off itsoppression,”shesays.
Salma’sjourneyisremarkable,

not only because she fought and
won against her family, but be-
causesheremainsinside,aclinical
chronicler of the oppression of
home. She has no illusions about
herwriting’spowertochangethe
lives of otherwomen. “Literature,
especiallythekindIwrite,doesnot

reach themasses. Nor does it becomeapart
of literary discourse,” she says.What then is
escape?“Therearecertainthingsyougetover
byspeakingandwriting,andthatisaverycon-
structivething,”shesays.

conventionallyenough.AthisChennaihome,
hisbrotherandhegrewupwiththequintes-
sentials of an ’80s childhood— Tintin and
Asterix, Robert Hargreaves’sMrMen series,
children’smagazinessuchasTargetandTinkle.
“Copying those cartoon characters felt like
some sort of validation. At that age, I hadno
ideawhat IwantedtobewhenIgrewupbut
artmademehappy,”hesays.In1993,whenhe
was 10 years old, the family moved to
Mumbai.ItwouldbeherethatEipewouldjoin
acourseinfineartsattheSirJJSchoolofArtfor

graduatestudies,followingitupwithacourse
in animation filmdesign from theNational
InstituteofDesign,Ahmedabadin2004.The
offertodesignapicturebookcameafewyears
later,whenhehadbeenworkingasananima-
tionartist inMumbai.GeetaDharmarajanof
KathaBooks invitedhimtoillustrateherpic-
turebook,Dinosaur-Long-As-127-Kids(2010).
Suddenly,Eipewasonthethresholdoftheca-
reerhisloveforarthadledupto.“Fromcopy-
ingdrawings fromillustratedbooksandcar-
toons as a child, then learning to draw and
paint from ‘howtodrawandpaint’ books, to
learning about great artists frombooks and
magazines, and thengoing to art school and
being exposed to awonderfulworld of con-
temporary art, [I] finally, [came a] full circle
[by returning] todrawing forpicturebooks,”
saysEipe,whosedexterityinmultimediahas
not replaced his love for pencil, charcoal or
crayonsketches.
Working to awriter’s narrative is not al-

ways the easiest of tasks, but Eipe,whohas
writtenafewpicturebookshimself,including
AnandandthepopularAmmachiseries,prefers
ittowritinghisownstories.“Storytellingdoes-
n’t comenaturally tome. I like itwhen I can
bounceoffideaswiththeeditorandtheartdi-
rectortogetasenseofwhereIamheaded,”he
says.Hiseditorsarecertainlynotcomplaining.
When news of his BLBAwin broke, one of
them,AparnaKapur, author anddeputy edi-
tor,PrathamBooksStoryweaver,senttheartist
a congratulatorymessage: “There oncewas a
chap named Eipe/Who never did grumble or
gripe./With each book he drew/His admirers
grew./He’sverymuchworththehype!”

Escaping Home
Tamil writer Salma on chronicling the claustrophobia of home and the universal story of women

The fascinating world of
illustrator Rajiv Eipe,
winner of this year’s Big
Little Book Award

The Day the Crayons
Came Home

PHOTOS:RAJIVEIPE
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Sunday January24
Deepdownyou'reassensitiveasanyoneelse,
and it's inyour interests to restoreharmony
to your relationships. Partners will be
impressedifyousetasaintlyexample,soabit
ofextraselflessnessnowwillwinyoufavours.

Monday January25
The futur e is bright. Do yourself a favour
and plan your future so that you avoid
repeating your blunders, but repeat your
successes instead.

Tuesday January26
Anewcycleisbeginning,onewhichseesyou
more responsive to change. Therewill be
times over thenext yearwhenyouhave to
sticktoyourguns,andotherswhenyoumust
bend and compromise. Your gift lies in
knowingwhen.

Wednesday January27
Youshouldbefeelingoptimistic,andthisisa
goodmoment to start clarifyingyour ideas.
Talktowhoeverhastherelevantexperience
andseekouteveryscrapofusefuladvice.

Thursday January28
You will soon be ready to tackle more
demandingtasks,althoughthelastthingyou
want to do is rush into activities that are
beyondyourcapabilities.Yourintuitionwill
beworkingwell,sofollowahunch.

Friday January29
This is a rather uncertain period, although
youmustrealisethatdifficultcircumstances
arenowinthepast.Concentrateonmaking
lifeluxuriousoverthecomingmonths.

Saturday January30
It'sachangeabledayandyear.Youaremoving
fromanenthusiastic and inspiredphase to
one which is down-to-earth. A major
ambitionwillbebroughttofruitionoverthe
comingyear.

If it’s your
Birthday
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
____islike___-it isafieldofbattle,notabedofroses.-RobertLouisStevenson(8,.,4)

SOLUTION:CEASE,ARROW,INLAID,MUGFUL
Answer:Marriageislikelife-itisafieldofbattle,notabedofroses.
-RobertLouisStevenson

CSAEE ADNIIL

OWARR LUUFGM

JUMBLEDWORDS

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr 20)
Youwon't have
much time to
yourself thisweek,
so don't plan too

many special events. It doesn't
reallymatterwhether you're
pre-occupiedwithwork or
with family affairs, you'll be
rushedoff your feet. The best
advice I can offer is to grab
whatever chances for
relaxation you are able.

TAURUS (Apr. 21 -May21)
Youmust be sick
and tired of
astrologers accusing
youof being a stick-

in-the-mud.Well, now is your
chance to prove themwrong
by showing thewholeworld
just howadventurous you can
be.Now is not the time to turn
down invitations, nomatter
howunlikely theymay seem.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
Whatever is
happening in your
financial affairs has
its roots in events

that tookplace around six
months ago. Very soon,
perhapswithin thenext seven
days, youwill be presented
with the opportunity to break
a vicious cycle that has kept
youpoorer than youneedbe.

CANCER (June22 - July 23)
It's full steamahead
forall you
ambitious, thrusting
Cancers. This isno

moment toget all sensitiveand
upsetordoyour famouscrab-
like trickofwalkingsideways
toavoidproblemson the road
ahead.Youwill richlydeserve
all theattentionwhich is
headingyourway.

LEO (July 24 -Aug. 23)
I can only reiterate
previous
statements and
forecasts to the

effect that this is a selfless,
charitable phase. Youmust
therefore expect to put your
own interests second if other
people require your assistance.
The only thingwhich ismore
important is your physical
well-being.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23)
Thisweek's stars
smile on all Virgos
with creative
pursuits and artistic

hobbies. Everyonebornunder
thiswonderful sign is heading
for a series of fascinating
social experiences. Everything
is grist to yourmill and
you'll enjoy awild outing
onemoment, a quiet night in,
the next.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)
Press aheadwith all
home
improvements,
particularly those

involving the very fabric of
your property - such as
important repairs and
decorating. Don't let anyone
undermine you, especially as
everything is set to go so
verywell. If plans are
proceeding smoothly then
don't interfere unless it's
absolutely necessary.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 -Nov. 22)
You still need to
keep a grip on the
purse strings,
although any

financial partnership is likely
to beprofitable, especially if
beautiful objects are onyour
shopping list. Your travel stars
are noweven stronger than
lastweek, so getmoving - or at
leastmakeplans.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.23-Dec.22)
If your stars don't
bring you a
windfall, or some
other remarkable

stroke of financial luck now,
they're just not doing their job.
To an extent good fortunemay
bebalancedby losses, but the
net result should bewell
worth it - andmake you feel so
muchbetter.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)
Insomestrangeway,
events in theworld
at largearegoingto
reflect thepressures

andtensions inyourprivate
affairs. There isno logical
reasonwhythis shouldbeso-
it'spurelyduetothestrange
natureof astrology.Youmaybe
workingover theweekend.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Theremaynot
appear to be any
bright light at the
endof the tunnel

just yet but, if you look
carefully, youwill see that life
is in an exciting phasewhich
shouldwork out in your
favour. Youmaybe a little
overworked in theprocess!
Look after yourself.

PISCES (Feb. 20 -Mar 20)
Pisces is a
changeable sign,
but that doesn't
mean that you're

about to compromise over an
issue of principle. It is
more likely that you'll let
someone go their own sweet
way for now, happy in the
knowledge that very soon
they'll realise that youwere
absolutely right.

YOURWEEKAHEADBRIDGE

Southplaysin5Safteracompetitivesequence. Southwasalittleoptimistic
withhis5Sbidbut in fairness,Northshouldhavedoubled5C. Thatwould
havegonedowntwoorthreetricks.
Southgottheleadofthejackofclubs,whichheruffed. Withtwoheartlos-
ersandpotentiallosersinspadesanddiamonds,Southwasnotabigfavourite.
Thebidding, however, hadbeen informative. South founda line basedon
thebiddingthattoldhimthatEasthadthehighcardpointsandWesthadthe
clubs.

Obviously,Southmightdecideto laydowntheaceofspades insearchofa
singletonking. That isagainsttheodds. Probably, finessingfor thekingof
spades isabetter idea.AssumingSouth isgoingtodothat, howshouldhe
playthehand?

NORTH
♠ 875
❤A76
♦ Q96
♣QJ96
SOUTH
♠ AK102
❤84
♦ 853
♣A543

NORTH
♠ Q872
❤J2
♦ 1094
♣Q865

SOUTH
♠ AJ10964
❤Q105
♦ AKJ7
♣

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1S

Pass 2S dbl 4S
5C Pass Pass 5S
Pass Pass Pass

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2305
QUICKCLUES
ACROSS
6. Runwithballat feet (7)
7. Strategist, tactician(7)
9. Coilof yarn(5)
10. Articulateprecisely (9)
11. Copy(7)
13. Petroleumbyproduct (6)
15. Personaleffects (13)
19. Place forbeehives (6)
20. Recentlycreated(7)
23. Unburnable (9)
24. Pier (5)
26. Stealscattle? (7)
27. Normalcontractionof theheart (7)
DOWN
1. Rolledcubes (4)
2. River inWcentralAfrica (6)
3. Communicationbetweenminds
(9)

4. Kolkatapreviously (8)
5. Singly (3,2,1,4)
6. Longing(6)
7. ___down:rainheavily?
(4)

8. Stank(6)
12. Literary theft (10)
14. Instill (9)
16. Suddenly andratherunexpectedly
(8)

17. Sufferorbepunished?
(3,3)

18. Irritate (6)
21. Foolish (6)
22. Specks (4)
25. Inawhile (4)

CRYPTICCLUES
ACROSS
6. Onequitbadcoaching foradishof
dumplings (7)

7. Gamblercertain togounder? (7)
9. Atape for trimmingseentwiceby
thosesinging"Twinkle twinkle
little star... " (5)

10. ImageontheBritishcoinprior to
QueenElizabeth?(5,4)

11. Noanswer toFArulesbeingbroken
(7)

13. Drop inpartof aspecificagainst
illness (6)

15. Cautiousmarriages?Yet their
headsbecomeinflamed?
(6-7)

19. Dressedupandreadytogo
(2,4)

20. Inflamedbyfamilydaughter
guided(7)

23. Watchabossmakefutureplans
(4,5)

24. Informationthat ispertainingtoan
exceptional spirit (5)

26. What themany-corneredpendant
did?(7)

27. Skinnydogandcat favourite (7)
DOWN
1. MyFrenchknight isa recluse (4)
2. Aussiesshockerstwhile insiders (6)
3. Rockbandfixedkindofply (4,5)
4. Suchaspeed is lower thanwehear
(8)

5. Thismaypleaseacardplayera lot
(1,5,4)

6. Glandularswellingwithblood
aroundit (6)

7. Oldmannotheartlesslywill
breathlesslydoso(4)

8. toachieveall theperforations is
thequestion(6)

12. Siteonwhichtobuildahome?
(4,6)

14. Perhaps facesup,orgives in toa
challenge(5,4)

16. Epochdedicatedto furcanbe
rubbedout (8)

17. Bad inbed,asadvertised(6)
18. Coming for thepre-Christmas
period(6)

21. Refuseto lethorseenter foradrink
(6)

22. Lookafter theoriginalpurpose
(4)

25. If youmonkeywiththeNorth like
this, you'll get it in theneck
(4)

QUICKCLUESAcross: 1 Demobs,4
Portia,9Kill,10Creditable,11Admits,
12Dungeons,13Setsapart,15Palm,
16Very,17Remarking,21Debonair,22
Motive,24Indiscrete,25Erle,26
Melody,27Espana.Down:1Dwindle,2
Multi,3Backsup,5Orient,6
Trademark,7Allonym,8
Tenderhearted,14Sartorial,16
Vietnam,18Aimless,19Novella,20
Sauced,23Theta.CRYPTICCLUES
Across:1Struck,4Rumpus,9Wavy,
10Atalltimes,11Addles,12Misdeals,
13Subjacent,15Next,16Pant,17
Guardsmen,21Vanbrugh,22Malice,
24Brain-child,25Nose,26Everso,27
Endued.Down:1Spandau,2Riyal,3
Classic,5Unless,6Priceless,7Sterlet,
8Salmanrushdie,14Junebride,16
Prairie,18Ramadan,19Encased,20
Succus,23Lenau.

Solutionsto2304

West leads the queen of spades. You need five tricks.Wheremight they
comefrom?

TheWestHand: S-QJ54H-Q1095D-74C-K72
TheSouthHand:S-96 H-KJ32D-AKJ102C-108
Youknowyouhavetwospadetricksandtheaceofclubs. EvenifWesthas
the king of clubs, youwill need at least one heart trick. Further, there is a
danger that South can set up some club winners to use for discards.
Somethingtoworryabout.WhatshouldEastdoif3Distogodown?
Easthastodosomethingspecific. Hehastotakethefirstorsecondspade
andleadaheart. Hemustnotkeeponplayingspades.
IfEastwinsthefirstorsecondspadeandleadsaheart,Southwillnothave
timetosetuphisclubwinners. Thedefencehastoshowsomecare. South
willwintheheartshiftsomewhereandwillattacktheclubs. Eastmustwin
the firstclubandcontinuehearts. Thisdefencewill net thedefenders five
tricks.
Asyoucansee, thedangeroftheclubsuit is realandthedefendershaveto
defendefficientlytocombatit. IfEastcarelesslypursuesspades,Southwill
havetimetosetuptheclubs.

Dealer:South,Vulnerable:NorthSouth

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Pass Pass Pass 1D
dbl 2D 2S 3D
Pass Pass Pass

Dealer:West,Vulnerable:NorthSouth

vuqHkoh dk;Znk;h laLFkkvks@QekZs ls bl dk;kZy; ds fu;U=.kk/khu fofHkUu ikjs"k.k [k.Mksa
ds vUrxZr fuEufyf[kr dk;ksZ@Ø; gsrq bZ&fufonk,s bZ&iksVZy etender.up.nic.in ij
vkaef=r dh tkrh gSA bZ&fufonk [kqyusa dh frfFk ij vodk'k gksus dh fLFkfr esa bZ&fufonk
vxys dk;Z fnol es [kksyh tk;sxhA bZ&fufonkvksa dks fcuk dksbZ dkj.k crk;s
vLohdkj@foHkkftr djus dk vf/kdkj v|ksgLrk{kjdrkZ ds ikl lqjf{kr jgsxkA d`Ik;k
foLr`r tkudkjh] Mkmu yksM] vU; la'kks/kuksa ,oa bZ&fufonk izLrqr djus ds fnukad rd
foLrkj vkfn ds lEcU/k esa d`Ik;k etender.up.nic.in ij ykWx vku djsaA fooj.k fuEu izdkj
gS& bZ&fufonk la[;k] dk;Z@Ø; dk fooj.k] dk;Z dh vuqekfur ykxr] [kqyus dh fnukad]
/kjksgj jkf'k ,oa fufonk dk ewY; ds Øe esa i<+k tk;sA 1- ETC/MU/T-136/2020-21 :-
¼vfr vYidkfyd½ fo|qr ikjs"k.k [k.M] 'kkeyh ds vUrxZr 132 ds0oh0 fofHkUu midsUnzksa ij
LFkkfir 40 ,eoh,vkj ifjorZdksa ds rsy dh lsUVªh¶;wftax dk dk;ZA :0 1-60 yk[kA fnukad
01-02-2021] ¼rduhdh Hkkx ikVZ&1 [kksyus gsrq½ :0 1600@&] :- 590@& ¼dj lfgr½A 2-
ETC/MU/T-137/2020-21 :- uofufeZr 132 ds0oh0 midsUnz dSjkuk ij fofHkUu cksMZ
miyC/k djkuk ,oa LFkkfir djus dk dk;ZA :0 1-11 yk[kA fnukad 23-02-2021] ¼rduhdh
Hkkx ikVZ&1 [kksyus gsrq½ :0 1100@&] :- 590@& ¼dj lfgr½A 3- ETC/MU/T-
138/2020-21 :- 132 ds0oh0 FkkukHkou&tykyiqj ¼cur½ ykbZu ds Vkoj yksds'ku la0 55
¼,$0½ ij fjosVesaV dk dk;ZA :0 9-14 yk[kA fnukad 23-02-2021] ¼rduhdh Hkkx ikVZ&1
[kksyus gsrq½ :0 9200@&] :- 1180@& ¼dj lfgr½A 4- ETC/MU/T-139/2020-21 :-
132 ds0oh0 ykyw[ksMh&c?kjk ykbZu ds Vkoj yksds'ku la0 78 ¼,$0½ ij fjosVesaV dk dk;ZA
:0 9-14 yk[kA fnukad 23-02-2021] ¼rduhdh Hkkx ikVZ&1 [kksyus gsrq½ :0 9200@&] :-
1180@& ¼dj lfgr½A 5- ETC/MU/T-140/2020-21 :- 132 ds0oh0 midsUnz [krkSyh dk
okf"kZd vk/kkj ij vuqj{k.k dk dk;ZA :0 9-30 yk[kA fnukad 23-02-2021] ¼rduhdh Hkkx
ikVZ&1 [kksyus gsrq½ :0 9300@&] :- 1180@& ¼dj lfgr½A 6- ETC/MU/T-141/2020-
21 :- fo|qr ikjs"k.k [k.M] 'kkeyh ds vUrxZr fofHkUu izkFkfed midsUnzksa ij iz;ksx gksus okys
nSfud ykWx'khV ,oa fofHkUu iaftdkvksa dh vkiwfrZA :0 1-46 yk[kA fnukad 23-02-2021]
¼rduhdh Hkkx ikVZ&1 [kksyus gsrq½ :0 1500@&] :- 590@& ¼dj lfgr½A v/kh{k.k
vfHk;Urk fo|qr ikjs"k.k e.My m0iz0ik0Vªk0dk0fy0 Hkksik jksM] eqt¶Qjuxj Qksu ua0%&
0131&2608038 i=kad@ No. 172 / fo0ik0e0¼ETC)@eq0uxj¼MZN)@ fnukad@
DATED 23.01.2021

mm00iizz00 iikkoojj VVªªkkaallffee''kkuu ddkkjjiikkssjjss''kkuu ffyy00
bbZZ&&ffuuffoonnkk vvkkeeaa==..kk llwwppuukk

Executive Engineer Provincial Division, P.W.D Bijnor
Letter No. 82/E –Tender /20-21 Dated : 11-01-2021

(Short Term E-Tender)
1. The Executive Engineer Provincial Division, U.P.P.W.D. Bijnor on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage

rate bids online from the eligible and approved Contractors registered in Road Works with UP PWD, class A,B,C,D The
Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified
in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

2.

The Rate adopted in the BOQ include all Other taxes but excluding GST.
Bid Security and tender cost should be deposited online through Net Banking as per Column 5 and 6 in the table.

Bids must be downloaded online from 10:00 AM on date 01.02.2021 to 5:00 PM on dated 06.02.2021 and the technical bids
will be opened online on date 08.02.2021 at 12:30 PM in Office of Executive Engineer Provincial Division PWD Bijnor and
Financial bids of the qualified bidders will be opened on date & time as notified. According to the provisions of Government
Order no. 1/2018/3070/78-2-2018/42 IT/2017 (22) Date 03-01-2018 after opening of the technical and financial bids, the
qualified bidder has to submit original documents personally in department/ office. In the event of non submission of original
documents by the bidder, the appropriate action will be taken in accordance with the provisions of G.O.
All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.in

Sd/-
(Sunil Sagar)

Executive Engineer
Provincial Division, PWD, Bijnor

Ph. 01342 – 262776
Email- pdbijnor@gmail.com

UPID NO-159219 DATE. 22.01.2021
www.upgov.nic.in

SL
No

DISTRICT Name of Work Estimated
cost

(Rs. In
Lakhs)

Bid
Security

(Rs.
In Lakhs)

Cost of Bid
Document

Time of
Compl-
etion

Address of
Executive

Engineer of
the

Executing
the work

Address
of

Superint-
ending

Engineer

Address of
Chief

Engineer

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 Bijnor Renewal of
Bijnor Kotwali
Road in KM
1(300), 2(700)

21.00 2.10
(Security will
be accepted
only by Net

banking)

854/-
(Tender Cost
be accepted
only by Net

banking)

04
Months

Provincial
Division,
P.W.D.
Bijnor

Rampur
Circle
P.W.D

Rampur

Chief
Engineer

Moradabad
Zone P.W.D.
Moradabad

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

e-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (ITB)

1. The Executive Engineer, National Highway Division HPPWD Hamirpur H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P
invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system, for construction of the following work from the eligi-
ble and approved contractors registered with HPPWD.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Earnest Cost of Period of Eligible
No. Cost Money Tender completion Class of

(Rs.) (Rs.) form (Rs.) contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6

1 60,49,902/- 1,21,000/- 2000/- Three Class B & C
Months

Restoration of rain damages on NH-503A Una-
Basoli-Lathiani-Barsar-Salouni-Bhota Junction
road Km. 0/0 to 70/0 (SH:-Construction of B/wall
at RD 43/250 to 43/285 (LHS), 43/570 to 44/595
(LHS), 44/620 to 44/660 (LHS), 46/320 to 46/380
(LHS), 56/820 to 56/865 (LHS), 57/750 to 57/810
(LHS) and C/o Retaining wall at RD 46/650 to
46/663 (LHS), 53/470 to 53/484 (RHS) and C/o
wire crate at Km. 63/380 to 63/460 and 63/540 to
63/580 (LHS) for the year 2020-21 in the state of
Himachal Pradesh under FDR (New ) Job No.
RO-HP-New NH503A 2020-21-011)

(II) Objections/ representation if any against the bidders will be entertained only with in five days after up loading of
technical evaluation online. And thereafter the financial bids of technically qualified bidders will be opened and
uploaded online.

5. Tender Details:-

The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover:-

i) Cover 1 : Shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/ Eligibility Information”.

ii) Cover 2: Shall contain “BOQ/ Financial Bid” where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

6. Submission of Original Documents:

The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid
security duly pledged in favour of Executive Engineer, NH Division HPPWD Hamirpur (H.P) in approved form and
other Technical Documents which are uploaded online in the O/O Executive Engineer, NH Division HPPWD
Hamirpur (H.P) as specified in Key dates at Sr. No. 4, failing which the bids will be declared non-responsive.

7. Bid opening details:

The bids shall be opened on 15-02-2021 at 03.00 PM in the office of Executive Engineer, NH Division HPPWD
Hamirpur (H.P) by the authorized officer. In their interest the tenderer are advised to be present along with origi-
nal documents at the time of opening of bids. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids
as specificed, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

8. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the deadline for
bid submission.

9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for any
delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any
bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders’ respon-
sibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

10. The bidders are required to submit Experience in successfully completing or substantially completing at least one
contract of MDR/highway (road and / or bridge works) airport runway of at least 33 per cent of the value of pro-
posed contract within the last five years..

11. The contractor should inspect the site before putting the tender and made himself conversant with the site condi-
tions.

“HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAPARAK”5299/HP

2. Cost of Bid document against each ashown above (non-refundable) should be in form of demand draft in favour of
Executive Engineer NH Division HP,PWD Hamirpur payable at Hamirpur.
3. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission:
The bid document is available online and bid should be submitted online mode on website https://
eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app bidder would be required to register in the web-site for submission of bids, the bidder is
required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) Class-III from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA).

4. Key Dates: (I)

1. Date of Online Publication 30-01-2021 at 6.00 PM

2. Document Download Start and End Date 30-01-2021 at 6.05 PM to 13-02-2021 at 11.00 AM

3. Bid Submission Start and End Date 30-01-2021 at 6.05 PM to 13-02-2021 at 11.00 AM

4. Physical Submission of EMD and Cost of Tender Document 15-02-2021 at 11.00 AM

5. Date of opening of Technical Bid 15-02-2021 at 3.00 PM

dk;kZy; iz/kkukpk;Z] Lo'kklh jkT; fpfdRlk egkfo|ky;] fQjkstkcknA

Lo'kklh jkT; fpfdRlk egkfo|ky;] fQjkstkckn ds fofHkUu foHkkxksa ds
midj.kksa ds Ø; gsrq izfrf"Br@[;kfryC/k QeksZa ls fufonk;sabZ& vkeaf=r dh
tkrh gSA bZ&fufonk fnukad% 25-01-2021vijkUg% 03%00 cts ls fnukad%
01-02-2021 vijkUg% 03%00 cts rd MkmuyksM ,oa viyksM dh tk
ldrh gS ,oa fnukad% 02-02-2021 dks vijkUg% 03%00 cts rduhdh
fcM [kksyh tk;saxhA bl lEcU/k esa foLr`r fooj.k laLFkku dh osclkbV
https://www.asmcfirozabad.edu.in/ ,oa bZ&Vs.Mj dh vf/kd`r
osclkbV ij iznf'kZr fd;k tk;sxkA

iqu% bZ&fufonk lwpuk
la[;k&,QtsMMh@2020@3696 fnukad&23@01@2021

iz/kkukpk;Z

CX.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f d»f., d³fd½fQf
Af¸faÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·f½fe I ßfZ¯fe I f¹fÊQf¹fe
ÀfaÀ±ffAûa/ Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAûa ÀfZ d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f ¸faO»f,
¦fiZMS ³fûEOf IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f I f¹fûË WZ°fb BÊ-d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ
BÊ-´fûMÊ»f etender.up.nic.in ´fS E½fa Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ
d³fd½fQf Jû»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI I û 12.00 ¶fªfZ °fI
Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ü 1. A»´f I f»fe³f d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff
M e-128/ 2020-21: d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f J¯O,
¶fb»f³QVfWS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi, ·fcO-
dõ°fe¹f I f ½ffd¿fÊI Af²ffS ´fS A³fbSÃf¯f E½fa ´fdS¨ff»f³f
I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 22,000/, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf
Vfb»I ÷ . 1,770/- (I S ÀfdW°f), Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI
04.02.2021Ü 2. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-129/ 2020-
21: d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O, ¶fb»f³QVfWS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
d½fd·f³³f 220 IZ .½fe. E½fa 132 IZ .½fe. »ffB³fûÔ I f
½ffd¿fÊI Af²ffS ´fS A³fbSÃf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf
÷ . 12,000/, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ . 1,770/- (I S
ÀfdW°f), Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI 23.02.2021Ü 3. d³fd½fQf
Àfa£¹ff Me-130/ 2020-21: d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O,
Wf´fbO IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 400 IZ .½fe. ¸fbSfQ³f¦fS- A»fe¦fPÞ
»ffB³f I f ½ffd¿fÊI Af²ffS ´fS A³fbSÃf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 14,000/, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ .
1,770/- (I S ÀfdW°f), Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI
23.02.2021Ü IÈ ´f¹ff d½fÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fSe, OfC³f»fûO,
A³¹f ÀfaVfû²f³fûÔ E½fa BÊ-d³fd½fQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffaI
°fI d½fÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ IÈ ´f¹ff
etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Afg³f I SmÔÜ WXÀ°ff./-
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸faOX»f,
CX.´fi.´ff.MÑXf.IYf.d»f., 400 IZY.½fe. CX´fIZY³ýi, ´ff»fe,
¦fiZMXSX ³fûEOXfÜ kkSXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ DYªffÊ ¶f¨ffEaÜ ´fÂffaIY
123 d½f.´ff.¸fa. ¦fiZ.³ff./ T-128 to 130/ 2020-
21 dQ³ffaIY: 21.01.2021

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Construction Division-2, P.W.D, Bulandshahr

No. 179/7A Dated. 14.1.2021

Very Short Term E-Tender Notice
On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Executive Engineer, Construction Division-2, P.W.D., Bulandshahr
invites following percentage rate bid online through http://etender.up.nic.in from the eligible and approved
Contractors registered with UP PWD, from Date 25.01.2021 10.00 A.M. to 30.01.2021 up to 12:00 Noon as per
the prescribed T-1 of Govt. of U.P. The technical bids will be opened online on dated 30.01.2021 at 12:30 Noon.
If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online
on the next working day, at the same time and validity of bid will be considered from the original date. The date
and time of opening of the financial bid shall be notified on the website.

1. The Bid Security and Tender Document Fee must be deposited through Internet Banking only.
2. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 year and details of maximum cost

work satisfactorily completed in last 5 years on Chanakya Software before submission of tender.
Details of e-tender uploaded on https://etender.up.nic.in shall also be uploaded on uppwd Chanakya software,
before last date & time of submission of bid.

3. Tender or have to upload required documents as per Government order:No. 879(1)/23-7-2020 P.W. Anubhag-
7 Lucknow Dt. 25-08-2020 for Prahari Application in Chanakya Software for Tendering Process.\

4. Terms & Other Conditions related to bid are available on https://etender.up.nic.in

UPID NO.159262 DATE-22.01.2021
www.upgov.nic.in

Sd/-
Assistant Engineer

Construction Division-2. PWD
Bulandshahr

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

Construction Division-2. P.W.D.
Bulandshahr

Sl.
No.

Name of Work
Estimated
cost (Rs.
in Lac)

Bid
Security

(Rs. in Lacs)

Work
Completion

Tender document fee
including GST

Contractors
Category

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1
Special Repair of Dhobi ki
Puliya to Kanchrot Link Road

18.40 1.84 02 Month
Tender Cost- Rs. 300+500+

G.S.T. 18% 144= 944
A, B, C & D
(Road Work)

U.P. POWER TRANSMISSION
CORPORATION LTD. E-
Tender Notice, Online e-Bids

are invited for “Construction and
commissioning of One no. 132kV
GIS Line Bay at 400KV GIS S/s
Sec-148, Noida” on Turn-key basis
against Tender Specn. No. ESD-
8/159. E-tender uploaded on
22.01.2021 on https://etender.up.
nic.in. EMD Cost for the tender is
Rs.6.02 Lacs and tender Fee of Rs.
11,800.00 will be deposited through
RTGS/NEFT. Last date for
submission of tender is 22.02.2021
at 16:00 Hrs and opening of part-1 is
24.02.2021 at 16:00 Hrs. Total
Quantity of work, tender
specification and other terms and
conditions is as per tender document
available on the e-tender portal.
Undersigned reserve the right to
cancel the e-Bids without assigning
any reason. Corrigendum,
Addendum, Extension if any shall be
uploaded only on the above website.
Bidders are advised to visit the
website regularly for updated
information from time to time.
Superintending Engineer, Electy.
765/400KV SDC, 11th floor, Shakti
Bhawan Extn. lucknow. Àfa.-28/BÊ.EÀf.OXe.-
8/159/II dQ³ffaIY: 22 ªf³f½fSXe, 2021

New Delhi
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SPORT UK STRAIN DETECTED ATAUSOPEN
Three people in hotel quarantine associated with the Australian
Open tennis Grand Slam have tested positive for the
highly-transmissible coronavirus variant linked to the United
Kingdom, officials said on Saturday. REUTERS

NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY23

THETWO-KILOMETREtimetrial, setateight
minutesand15secondsforfastbowlersand
8:30forbatsmen,spinnersandwicketkeep-
ers, hasbecomemandatory for India’s cen-
trally-contracted cricketers. How does it
compare to the Yo-Yo test andwhat are the
benefitsof a timetrial?

What is the2ktimetrial?
On a standard athletic track,

thedistanceiscoveredinfivelaps
of 400metres each. The timings
can bemeasured with a stop-
watchoranelectronicclock.The
2ktimetrialisaspeed-endurance
test, according to Ramji
Srinivasan, the 2011World Cup-
winning Indian team’s strength
and conditioning coach. “It is actually a
dreadedthing,youtellanyathleteatimetrial,
andtheywillgo ‘Ohdear’.”

Howwill ithelpcricketers?
Srinivasangivestheexampleofsomeone

batting for hours in difficult conditions.
“Timetrial isgoingtomakeyoufitter.Forex-
ample, if youhave to cover the last 100me-
tres in 20 seconds, you cannot stride, you
havetosprint.Especiallywhenyourmuscles
are fatigued,youhavetopush.Forexample,

a batsman is in the 90s, it is extremely hot
and humid outside. The time trial will help
in terms of when to push (and) when to
sprint,” Srinivasan said. “It especially helps
in developing runningmechanics, develop
breathing patterns. If you havewrong run-
ningmechanics, you are basically wasting
loads of energy. You understand your heart
rateandcompletebodybetter (throughthe
timetrial).”
Cricketerswillbetakingtheirheart level

to its near-maximumand stabilising it. “So
as you get fitter, your resting
heart ratewill come down. Top
elite athletes like a Roger
Federer’s resting heart ratewill
be inthe30sto40s.Foranaver-
age person, it will be in the 70s
to 90s. The fitter the athlete,
lower the restingheart rate. For
example, if youaregetting tired
in 10minutes, theywill just get

warmedup in10minutes,” Srinivasansays.

Whatwill it revealabout fitness levels?
Hiding injuries won’t be possible, says

HeathMatthews, a sports physiotherapist
who works with Olympic-level athletes.
“Runningwithin a specific time tells you a
lot about the cardio-vascular system, a lot
about injuriesorailments that theyare car-
ryingbecause if youhave got pain, it is very
difficult to hide that pain for eightminutes
continuouslyandalsoperformatahighlevel.

It isagoodscreeningtestintermsofmuscu-
larandskeletal fitnessaswellascardio-vas-
cular,”Matthews,theheadof sportsscience
andmedicine at HN Reliance Foundation
Hospital inMumbai, says.
If an athletemeets the standard set for

the time trial, he or she can be termed ‘fit’.
“Youmaynotknowtheminutedetailsabout
movement in the lower back or strength of
the knee but you know, broadly speaking,

thatanathleteis‘okay’becausehe/sheissus-
taining high-speed running for a large
amountof time.”
Anotherbenefitof thetimetrial is that it

will help to redrawthe fitness scheduleof a
cricketer, if needed. “Quantifiable data (on)
whether a particular fitness schedule is
workingforyouornot. If playersare injured
when running, you can infer various things
fromatimetrial,”Ramji says.

How does 2k in 8:30 compare toworld-
class track-and-fieldathletes?
Themen’sworldrecordforthe2,000me-

tres is fourminutes and 44.79 seconds, set
byMorocco’s Hicham El Guerrouj in 1999.
For women, the corresponding timing is
5:23.75 set by Genzebe Dibaba of Ethiopia
in2017.FortheAverageJoe, ittakesabout10
to12minutes towalkakilometre, soabrisk
walkercancomplete2kinabout18minutes.
Elite athletes, who are into running, take
aboutsixminutestocompletethetwo-kilo-
metretimetrial,andsomeonewhorunsreg-
ularlycando it inabout14minutes.

Areother teamsusingthetime-trial test?
Aheadofthe2015WorldCup,TheSydney

Morning Herald reportedMichael Clarke’s
timeforthe2ktimetrialwascutby40to50
seconds because he was in a race against
time following a hamstring injury. England
all-rounder Ben Stokes ran a sub-seven-
minutetrialaheadof the2019Ashes.Stokes

wasgoingat 17kilometres anhour, accord-
ing to England’s strength and conditioning
coach Phil Scott’s column in the DailyMail.
According to Srinivasan, Sri Lanka, South
Africa andNew Zealand also put cricketers
throughthe time-trial test.

Will Indiancricketershavetotraindiffer-
ently tomeet target times?
“Theywill have tohit the road running,”

Srinivasan says. “You have a double
whammy of developing speed-endurance
as well as maximum aerobic speed. They
have to think like a 1,500-metre or 3,000-
metrerunner.Theyhavetotrainlikemiddle-
distance runners. Every sessionneeds tobe
target-oriented.Youcannot just taketwoor
threeminutes to run a lap and then expect
to improveonyourspeed-endurance.”
Cricketerswillhavetodoalotmoreof in-

terval training; short intense runs, followed
by brief periods of recovery, followed again
by high-intensity runs. Themechanics of
runningonatreadmill isdifferent fromthat
of runningoutdoors,Ramjiwarns.

HowisthetimetrialdifferentfromaYo-Yo
test?
IntheYo-Yotest, twoconesareplaced20

metres apart. At the first beep, the athlete
starts andmust reach the cone at the other
end before the second beep, turn and run
back to cross the starting point before the
thirdbeep.AstheYo-Yotestlevelgetstougher,

thefrequencyof thebeepsincreasesandthe
numberof shuttles (upanddownruns)also
goesupbefore aplayer gets a short break. A
playergetsa‘warning’ifheorshefailstocross
a cone before a beepwithin the stipulated
time.Threewarningsduringatestmarksthe
end.Yo-Yotestshavebeenusedinfootballfor
ages. The BCCImade clearing the Yo-Yo test
mandatory for Indiancricketers in2016.
“Yo-Yohasalotofaccelerationanddecel-

erationandrapidchangeofdirection.Yo-Yo
testisprobablyafarmoresport-specifictest
forcricket,butinrecentyearsthereseemsto
beapreferenceamongstcertainsportsscien-
tists tobe testing this2-kilometre time trial
withelite-level cricketers,”Matthewssays.

Canyou ‘game’ thetimetrial?
BothMatthewsandSrinivasanbelievethere
isscopeto ‘cheat’ in theYo-Yotestbutnot in
the time trial. “In Yo-Yo you can cut corners
hereandthere, insteadof20metresyoucan
do 19.5metres and it will accumulate over
100metresat theendof a session.Hereno-
body can favour anybody. You just need a
stopwatch or an electronic timer. It is there
for everyone to see. There are lot ofways to
skinacat inYo-Yo,” Srinivasansays.
Matthews says theYo-Yo test is ‘compli-

cated’ and needs ‘too many tools’ which
means small gains could bemadewithout
beingnoticed. “Like aperson taking theYo-
Yotestmaynotalwayscrosstheirrespective
line fully.”

Why cricketers will have to train, think like middle-distance runners now

TheBCCIhasmadethe2ktimetrial
mandatory for Indiancricketers. File

At38, JamesAnderson(6/40)showed
hehastheskill todeliveron
subcontinentalwickets.The
Englishmanbecametheoldestpacer
to takeafive-for inAsia. File

MIHIRVASAVDA
NOIDA, JANUARY23

NOMASK, no social distancing and packed
stands. On Saturday, wrestling became the
firstmajorOlympicsporttoholditsnational
championship since the outbreak of the
Covid-19pandemic.
OnDecember26,thesportsministryhad

released an eight-page Standard Operating
Procedures (SOP) for organising competi-
tions inthemidstof apandemic, inwhich it
underlined that the events should be con-
ducted‘strictlyinaccordancewiththeguide-
linesof theMinistryofHomeAffairs’.
Thegovernmenthadsaidthattheorgan-

isers shouldensure therearespecificmark-
ingson the floor at gapsof six feet, limit the
presence of support staff at the venue, en-
sureventilationandmakeavailablefacecov-
ers,masks,glovesandsanitisersatthevenue.
It had also said that spectators will be al-
loweduptoamaximumof50percentofthe
capacityof thestadiumforoutdoorevents.
HoweverattheindoorarenaoftheNoida

Stadium,hundredsofspectatorsgatheredto

watch themen’s freestyle championship,
which has attracted 252 wrestlers in 10
weightcategories.Thegrapplershadtopro-
duceaCovid-negativecertificatetobeeligi-

ble for the championship. However, there
was no such requirement for coaches and
supportstaffaccompanyingthem,aswellas
refereesand federationofficials.

Andwhile referees officiating the bouts
wore face shields, few othersworemasks.
Peopleroamedaroundfreelywithinthefield
ofplayandatonepointhadtobechasedout
byWrestlingFederationof India(WFI)pres-
ident Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, who too
did not wear a mask andwas on the dais
wherethedignitariessatclosetoeachother.
The spectatorsmingled freelywith the

wrestlersbeforeandafterthebouts,posedfor
selfies and, in somecases, sharedmeals and
cupsoftea.AWFIofficialsaidtheytriedtocon-
trolthecrowdbuttheordersweredisobeyed.
“Theydidnotlistentous.Itwasnotpossiblefor
us tokeepalternate seatingsince therewere
nochairsinthestands;instead,thespectators
satonthesteps,”theofficialsaid.

Farmer’s son is national champ
Whilehis father isat the farmerprotests

at the Singhu Border in Delhi, Punjab
wrestler Sandeep Singhwas crowned na-
tional champion in the highly-competitive
74kgweightcategoryonSaturday.
Sandeep,whobelongstoafarmingfam-

ily inMansa, said one of his regretswas not
being able to join his father, Sagar, at the

protests. “Hehasbeengoingthereregularly
but I haven’t been able to join him as I was
preparing for the national championship,”
Sandeepsaid.
Thewrestler said he cared about the is-

sue since his career was funded by the
moneyhis familymade from farming. “I do
not have any sponsors so themonthly ex-
pense to keepmywrestling going,which is
around Rs 30,000, comes from farming. It’s
mylivelihood.It’sunfortunateIhaven’tbeen
able to join the protests and fight for the
cause,”hesaid.
Sandeep defeated Haryana’s Jitender

Singhinaclosely-contestedfinal,thusopen-
ingup the race for a spot in the teamfor the
TokyoOlympicsqualifiers.
Indiaisyettoearnaquotainthe74kgcat-

egory. Sandeep’s victorymeans he zooms
intocontentioninacrowdedfield,whichalso
includes formernational championGourav
Baliyan, who lost in the first round to
NarsinghYadav -- another contender. Two-
time Olympicmedallist Sushil Kumar, too,
competes in this category.
Theselectiontrialsforaplaceinthequal-

ifierswill beheld inMarch.

At wrestling nationals, no distancing, stands full, few with masks

WrestlingFederationof Indiaofficials founditdifficult tostopspectators from
movingabout freelyat thewrestlinghallof theNoidaStadium.Express

Root, Bairstow
steady England
after early blows

REUTERS
GALLE, JANUARY23

JAMESANDERSON took sixwickets to help
bowl Sri Lanka out for 381, but England's
openersfailedagainasthetouristsclosedthe
seconddayofthesecondandfinalTeston98
fortwoinreplyatGalleInternationalStadium
on Saturday. Joe Root scored a breezy, un-
beaten67andwillresumeonthethirdmorn-
ingwith JonnyBairstow,whohas24.
The pair have put on 93 for the third

wicket at a rate of more than four runs per
over to dig the tourists out of some early
strife. Sri Lanka left-arm spinner Lasith
Embuldeniya (2-33) quickly bagged the
wickets of England openers DomSibley (0)
andZakCrawley (5),maintaininghisdomi-
nance over the pair having also dismissed
theminboth innings in the firstTest.
Sibleywastrappedlegbeforewicketand

Crawley edged to first slip. The two have
managedjust28runsinsixinningsbetween
them this series, aworry for the tourists as
theyhead to India for fourTestsoncomple-
tionof thismatch.
BairstowandRoot employed the sweep

toexcellenteffectasacounter-attackmeas-
ure,thelatterhavingalsopunishedSriLanka
with thestroke inhis228 in the firstTest.
It tookEngland139.3overstofinallydis-

missthehomesideaftertheyelectedtobat,
with Anderson the chief wicket-takerwith
6-40in29overs.SriLankahadfrustratedthe
touristswiththeir tail, thefinal fourwickets
adding138.
Anderson removed centurion Angelo

Mathews(110)earlyinthedayafterareview
byRootforacaughtbehindthatnobodyelse
seemed particularly interested in. But any
thoughtsthatitwouldprecipitateaSriLanka
collapsewereendedbystronginningsfrom
Niroshan Dickwella (92) and Dilruwan
Perera (67).
Left-handerDickwellawasdeniedafirst

Testcenturywhenhetriedtolaunchawider
Anderson delivery over mid-off but was
caught in that position by a diving Jack
Leach.Fast bowlerMarkWood (3-84) was
alsoamongthewicketsasheensuredaTest
debutduckforRameshMendisandinduced
anedge fromLasithEmbuldeniya toRootat
firstslip. Pererawasthelastmanout,caught
in the deep by Leach off SamCurran. Itwas
thefirsttimethatall10wicketsinaninnings
have fallen toseamers inGalle.
Englandwon the first Test at the same

venuebysevenwickets.
BRIEFSCORES:SriLanka381in139.3ovs(A
Mathews110,NDickwella92,DPerera67,D
Chadimal 52; J Anderson 6/40) vs England
98for2in30ovs(JRootbatting67,JBairstow
batting24).

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JANUARY23

ONEWOULD have to be blind to not figure
that Satwiksairaj Rankireddy’smaster code
is thebigsmash.Heuses it tokillpoints; the
smashmanages toawethosewatchingand
thoseplayinghimalike.Neutralisingthebig
weapon,though,needsmorethanmerecog-
nizanceof it.
MalaysianWorld No. 9 Aaron Chia and

SohWooiYik sawa littlemore than theob-
vious.TheyhadcoachFlandyLimpeleintheir
corner.
TheIndonesianhadcoachedtheIndians

till his exit last year, andhelpedguide them
to their first fewupsetwins inEurope.
AfterexpressinghisannoyanceatIndian

players’(lackof)commitmenttohistraining
system, he has settled in the employ of
Malaysians. It’s all kosher andhow interna-
tional sportworks - coachesmove, coaches
talk, coaches plot. But itwas inevitable that
his current chargeswould one day run into
hispastwards.
Fortuitously for the Indians, this hap-

penedatthestartoftheseasonasSatwikand
ChiragShettywentdown18-21,18-21 in35
minutes to a pairing ranked only one place
abovethem.Round1toMalaysia inthis fas-
cinatingmid-tablemen’sdoublesbattle.
“We knew Satwik is a good attacking

player. Sowetried tomanage the first three
shots and not lift toomuch,” Aaronwould
say later, describing the Indian’s propensity
to go for it early in the rally. Itwas the early
taming of Satwik that gave the young
Malaysians, All England finalists from2019,
apsychological head start, that stopped the
Indiancombination in thesemifinal.

Homeworkdonebyopponents
While Satwik has awell-rounded game

well beyond the go-to kill weapon, it is his
instincttotryandwrapuptheralliesquickly
that opponentswill learn to counter as the
Indians’ game gets dissected and SWOT-
analysed in thecomingmonths.
“Wewere clearer thanbefore.Weknew

what we had to do and what we didn’t,”
Aaronwould say of their 2-0 head-to-head
leadnowovertheWorldNo.10pairing.The
Indiansneverquitegotgoing,barelyevertak-

ing the lead, and bowed out, though not
without taking one good look at the rivals
theywill run intoplenty.
CoachLimpeleknowsthe Indians’ game

intimately, but theMalaysianswould con-
cedethatover-eagernesstowardstheendof
thesecondgame,wheretheIndianshadbe-
gun to prolong rallies and change tack, had
drawnouterrorsthatcould’veprovedcostly.
Theservicegamewaswobblyontheday

andthoughtheIndiansreturnedreasonably
well, they couldn’t force a decider - where
they tendtobemoredangerous.

“I think if we’d been able to take a few
pointsandconvertedthefirstgame,thesce-
nariowouldhavebeenalotdifferent,”Chirag
toldBWF.

Way off the pace
Indians are way off the pace against

World No. 1 Marcus Gideon and Kevin
SukamuljoSanjay(lost8,wonnone),buthad
beendraggingdecidersinto20-19scenarios
before the pandemic. Similarly, while they
are0-5againstthetopJapanesepair,Takeshi
Kamura -Keigo Sonoda, they have clocked

winsagainstotherpairings, includingWorld
No. 2 Indonesians Ahsan-Setiawan, Japan’s
Endo-Watanabe (2-2), Fajar-Ardianto
(Indonesia)andevenboastasuperiorrecord
againsttheChineseLi-Liu(2-1)andKoreans
ChoiSoigyu-SeoSeung Jae (2-0).
WhattheIndianswillneedtolookoutfor

isthesophomoreseason-whenopponents,
coachingbrainsandtheir fancycamcorders
startfiguringoutwaystosnipeatsomevery
obvious (and effervescent) strengths - like
Satwik’s smash.
“Wedidn’tcontroltheshuttle.Wetriedto

pick things up in the second game. They
(Chia/WohWooiYik)aremoreexperienced
players. Theymade theAll England finals in
2019.We fought for each point andmaybe
we could have been calmer. We’re disap-
pointedbuthappytoplayinthesemifinals,”
Satwikwouldsay.
HeadingintotheOlympicsforwhichthe

duohasalmostqualified,andwherethelast
twomedalsinwomen’ssinglescamenotout
ofmerereputation,butwithcareful tactical
planningagainstmorefanciednames,Indian
badmintonenters anewterritorywhere its
coachingstaffwillneedall thescoutingand
strategising resources to back Satwik-
Chirag’shardwork.

Ashwini-Satwik fight in vain
Themixeddoublesunseededpairingdid

well against Thai top seeds Dechapol
PuavaranukrohandSapsireeTaerattanachai.
Butthemid-gamepushbackwasn’tenough
toavoida22-20,18-21,21-12 loss.
The Indians were scattering the Thais

wellwiththeirvariedattack-Satwikman-
ning the back - but the home team coun-
tered the blitz and raised their own game
in the third.
“I thinkwehaveplayed one of the best

matches of our careers against these
(Puavaranukroh/Taerattanachai) top play-
ers.Wecouldn’t evenpractisebefore com-
ing here. We just wanted to play. We gave
it a good fight today, it was very close.”
Satwik said.
Sapsiree Taerattanachai is a Youth

Olympics singlesgoldmedallist.
Add to it the 2010 junior crown in

Singapore, and her unique achievement of
winningaGrandPrix-level title inwomen’s
singles(2012),women’sdoublesandmixed
doubles.
AlongsideDechapolPuavaranukroh, the

Thai doubles acewonher country’s biggest
World Championship doublesmedal, a sil-
ver, at Basel in 2019 - theyhad twobronzes
inmixeddoubles, back in2005-6.
“I felt likeweendedupmakinga couple

of crucial mistakes, startingwithmy serve
and thenwe lost points one after the other
fromthere.Thenwechangedsidesandthey
(Puavaranukroh/Taerattanachai)gotsmarter,
they are more experienced and changed
theirgamestyle,”Ashwini said.

Sophomore blues
SatwiksairajRankireddy-ChiragShettywillhavetooutwitopponentsandtheir coacheswhohavehadtimetodecipher theirgame

Satwik(standing)andChiraj lost toMalaysia’sAaronChiaandSohWooiYik inthesemisof ThailandOpen. BadmintonPhoto

New Delhi


	240121_SL_01
	240121_SL_02
	240121_SL_03
	240121_SL_04
	240121_SL_05
	240121_SL_06
	240121_SL_07
	240121_SL_08
	240121_SL_09
	240121_SL_10R
	240121_SL_11
	240121_SL_12
	240121_SL_13
	240121_SL_14
	240121_SL_15
	240121_SL_16
	240121_SL_17
	240121_SL_18
	240121_SL_19
	240121_SL_20
	240121_SL_21
	240121_SL_22
	240121_SL_23
	240121_SL_24

