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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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The Story
Behind this
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India’s winin Australia
didn’t happen
overnight. All that
went into the making
of this Winning XI
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MEETING IN MOLDO NEAR CHUSHUL

Indian, Chinese military commanders
are back at the LAC talks table today

Meeting scheduled after word from Beijing amidst extended winter deployment on both sides

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

MORE THAN two-and-a-half
months after they last met,
Indian and Chinese military
commanders will sit across the
table Sunday to try and make
headway in talks over the situa-
tion along the Line of Actual
Control in Ladakh where thou-
sands of troops have been in a
faceoff since May 2020.

XIV Corps commander Lt
General PGK Menon and South
Xinjiang Military Region com-
mander Major General Liu Linare
to meet Sunday morning at the
Border Personnel Meeting (BPM)
point in Moldo on the Chinese
side of the LAC near Chushul.

Sources said the meeting has
been scheduled following word
from China ona memo thatIndia
sent. With 50,000 troops of each
army deployed in the region for
an indefinite period and no dia-

logue at the senior level, the two
sides have been working the hot-
lines and other mechanisms to
prevent any untoward incident
on the ground. India has re-
turned two PLA soldiers who
strayed across the LAC.

A representative of the
Ministry of External Affairs will
also be at the talks Sunday. MEA
Joint Secretary (East Asia)
Naveen Srivastava, leading the
Indian side in meetings of the
Working Mechanism for

NAGPUR, PUNE,

VADODARA

Consultation & Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC), has also been attend-
ing the military discussions.

While the military com-
manders last met on November
6, the last round of diplomatic
talks via the WMCC took place
on December 18.

For weeks after the standoff
began last May, when the Chinese
came in 8 km west of the point
that India says marks the LAC on
the north bank of Pangong Tso,

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

troops dug in at several places in
eastern Ladakh. The Chinese re-
fused to complete the disengage-
ment process and both armies
broughtinadditional forcesin the
depth areas, deploying tanks, ar-
tillery and air power.

Last August, Indian troops
surprised the Chinese by occu-
pying dominating heights on the
south bank of Pangong Tso, and
in the larger Chushul sub-sector.

Indian troops positioned

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

In the pipeline:
flagship scheme
to take tap water
to all cities, towns

JalJeevan Mission-Urban: Cabinet to
consider Rs 2,79,500-cr, 5-year plan

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

IN THE Budget, the Centre is
likely to announce a new flag-
ship programme — Jal Jeevan
Mission-Urban (JJM-Urban) —
provide tap water connections
toall statutory towns, and, sepa-
rately, sewer connections to all
cities with a population of over
1 lakh, by 2026.

Government sources said the
Expenditure Finance Committee
approved the Rs 2,79,500-crore
five-year programme on
December 17, and the Union
Housing and Urban Affairs
Ministry has submitted the pro-
posal to the Cabinet Secretariat.

“There was a demand from
states that cities not covered un-
der the Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation ~ (AMRUT)
should also be provided support
for water and sewage,” a source
told The Sunday Express.

“More than 3,500 cities are
not supported by any structured
scheme... so the government
has decided to launch another
scheme to cover all 4,000 for wa-
ter supply,” the source said. The
proposal to the EFC estimates

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

TALK SHOW HOST
LARRY KING DIES

IMPEACHMENT TRIAL
OF TRUMP TO BEGIN
EARLY-FEBRUARY
PAGET1

BUDGET 21

A e,
COUNTDOWN

IN&OUT OF COVID SHADOW

EXPLAINED ‘

Nalsejal, both
rural and urban

MODELLED AFTER the ru-
ralJal Jeevan Mission, the
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs has proposed
aparallel programme to
provide tap water connec-
tionin every urban house-
hold by 2026. It will also fo-
cus on sewage connections
in 500 cities with a popula-
tion of over 1 lakh.

A convoy of tractors heading towards Delhi, on NH-10 in Rohtak, Haryana, on Saturday. Express

Farmers can enter Delhi Unease in Punjab BJP:
for R-day tractor rally,
to stay near borders

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

HAVING FAILED to convince
farmers to stay outside the bor-
ders of Delhi despite talks for the
past week, the Delhi Police
Saturday granted them permis-
sionto carry outa tractor parade
on Republic Day inside the
Capital, but with modifications
in their planned route and on the
condition that they will start
only after the completion of the

official parade on Rajpath.

As per the agreement, the
farmers will enter Delhi from all
the three borders where thou-
sands of them have been
protesting for the past two
months, but stay in the adjoin-
ing areas and not venture to-
wards Central Delhi.

Thousands of tractors are
headed for Delhi from Punjab
and Haryana to participate in the
parade. Kulwant Singh Sandhu,
general secretary of the Punjab
Jamhoori Kisan Sabha, said,

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

In Biden team, a cousin of man held
in J&K under PSA post-August 5

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

SAMEERA FAZIL, one of the 20
Indian-Americans who will be
part of the Joe Biden
Administration, has a unique
India connect: her cousin
Mubeen Shah was among those
held under the Public Safety Act
(PSA) in the Valley clampdown

Sameera
Fazili, from
her Twitter
account

coinciding with the scrapping of
the special status of Jammu and
Kashmir. Shah's mother and
Fazili's father are siblings, and
the family had tapped into their

Washington and Delhi connec-
tions to help secure his release.
Fazili was picked by the new
US President as Deputy Director
of the National Economic
Council (NEC),a policy body that
is part of the White House. She
had been a senior advisor in the
NEC during the Obama
Administration.
Shah was released in
December 2019, and hisisarare
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘PM could solve row
in a day if he wants’

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, JANUARY 23

WITH NO quick end in sight to
the farmer agitation and talks
with the government stalled,
there is growing disquiet within
the ranks of the Punjab BJP.
Veteran leader and former BJP
national vice-president Laxmi
Kanta Chawla said Saturday that
the agitation should not have
been allowed to fester for so
long, and that the Prime Minister
could solve the situation "in a

EXPRESS NETWORK

AILING LALU SHIFTED
TO AIIMS-DELHI

WEEK 1: 1.5 MILLION
VACCINATED
PAGE 17

day" if he wanted.

Many other party leaders ex-
pressed apprehension that the
protests could take a violent
turn, even as they dread the civic
polls scheduled next month.

A former minister, Chawla,
78, told The Sunday Express,
“Speaking as a citizen of India
and not as a BJP leader, I feel no
protest should run so long. A so-
lution to it should have been
found at the earliest. In mid-
December, after the number of
farmers dying due to cold or

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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WISH UPON
A REPUBLIC

‘What could be more
emblematic of a capital
constantly on the build
than the harmony of a

familiar monument?

PAGES 20, 21, 22

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar and Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee at
the Victoria Memorial in Kolkata on Saturday. Partha Paul

At Netaji event,
Mamata refuses to
speak after slogans
in PM’s presence

India of Netaji’s dream is before world
today, from LAC to LoC, says Modi

SANTANUCHOWDHURY
&ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, JANUARY 23

WITH WEST Bengal headed to
assembly elections, rivals TMC
and BJP sparred Saturday during
celebrations in Kolkata to mark
the birth anniversary of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose.

Her speech interrupted by
BJP supporters who raised ‘Jai
Shri Ram’ slogans, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, sharing a dais
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at Victoria Memorial, re-
fused to speak, saying they had
no right to “humiliate a person
after extending an invitation”.

Upsetby the slogans, Banerjee
told the gathering: “Ifeel a govern-
ment programme should have
some dignity. This is a govern-

ment programme, not the pro-
gramme of a political party. .. This
isapublic programme. thank the
Prime Minister and the Culture
Ministry for organising the pro-
gramme in Kolkata. Butitdoesn't
behove you to humiliate a person
after extending an invitation.”
Earlier in the day, the Chief
Minister had targeted the Centre
for declaring Netaji’s birth an-
niversary as Parakram Divas.
Netaji, she said, was a deshbhakt
and, therefore, the state pays trib-
ute to him by celebrating his birth
anniversary as Deshnayak Divas.
After leading a 6-km march
through the city, Banerjee said:
“We observed Deshnayak Divas
today. Rabindranath Tagore
called Netaji Deshnayak. What s
this Parakram? You are building
a new Parliament, buying new
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

IIT grads, ex-Google execs ready
to roll out ad-free search engine

NANDAGOPAL RAJAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

“AT SCALE, an ad-supported
product serves the company that
shows you ads, it does not serve
you.” With this thought, Sridhar
Ramaswamy and Vivek
Raghunathan, IIT alumni and
former Google executives, are
ready to roll out Neeva, an ad-
free, private search product,

Sridhar Ramaswamy,
Vivek Raghunathan

which, by the middle of this year,
hopes to offer a customer-paid

and customer-first alternative, at
atime of growing concerns over
the control wielded by tech
megaliths.

“The ad model has been great
for bringing search to everyone
on the planet, but over time
there is more and more pressure
to show more ads and not really
what the user wants. Our thesis
is that we can create a much bet-
ter search product, focusing

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

A bridge in Bastar — Why a district, securitymen are counting on it

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

GARGIVERMA
PAMED (BIJAPUR), JAN 23

CHINTAVAAGU, OR the stream of
worry, is an important line for
the security forces in
Chhattisgarh. One of several
streams lying on a 44-odd-km
axis between Pamed and
Basaguda in Bijapur district, on
the state's southernmost edge —
across a rugged terrain secured
by around 2,000 security per-
sonnel, including the elite CoBRA

unit — Chintavaagu controls ac-
cess to the Maoist heartland of
Bastar, particularly the home of
dreaded Naxal commander
Hidma. Three years after the se-
curity forces managed to reach
Pamed, gradually laying an
11-km road between 2017 and
2019, they hope to finally finish
the last 5-odd km to
Chintavaagu, and build a bridge
over it. The foundation was laid
by Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel earlier this month.
Standing near the stream
armed with an automatic rifle,
SDOP (Sub-Divisional Officer of
Police) Abhishek Singh says, "A
couple of weeks ago, we were on

anoperation when there was in-
discriminate firing from the
other side... We are trying to get
closer and they don't like it."
Access over Chintavaagu
won't be just a security land-
mark for the 64 villages between
Pamed and Basaguda, as Shrinu,
19, a farmer from Dharmaram
village points out. To reach the
district headquarters for some-
thing as basic as getting himself
registered as a farmer with the
Pamed society, to be able to sell
his produce to the government,
Shrinu first takes his run-down
motorcycle to the stream;
pushes adongi(a thin boat made
outof a hollowed-out tree trunk)
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Villagers crossing the Chintavaagu stream. The last 5 km to
it,and a bridge, are now awaited. Gargi Verma

loaded with the motorcycle
across to Pamed; and then drives
another 200 km, crossing in and

New Delhi

out of Telangana twice.

Shrinu, who got married last
year, says that without the regis-
tration — and with bigger mar-
ketsinaccessible — heis forced to
sell his paddy for Rs 1,050 per
quintal to local vendors, against
the MSP of Rs 2,500 per quintal.
Most of his family has already
moved to Telangana for work,
leaving him to till their 18 acres.

Priya, listening to the Telugu
songs Shrinu got downloaded on
her phone the last time he went
to the city, worries every time her
husband leaves home. "We are
stuck between two warring
forces. Villagers are beaten up ran-
domly by security forces and de-

tained. Andarwaale (the Ma01sts)
do the same if they suspect us,"
says the frail 19-year-old, who be-
longs to Cherla in Telangana.
Recently, the seven villages
falling under the Dharmaram
panchayat wrote to the
Superintendent of Police against
"police brutality”. Says Kama
Gundi of Dharmaram, "When
we go in or out of the village, se-
curity personnel stop and inter-
rogate us. If someone gets scared
and can't respond, they are
beaten up for being Naxal sup-
porters.” With several protests
on the matter held recently
across Bijapur, senior officials
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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IRULA TRIBAL REMEMBERS THE ELEPHANT KILLED IN TAMIL NADU

Bellan, a 55-year-old Irula tribal working as an anti-poaching watcher in the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, hadn’t
had any work for the past many months. But he was tasked with looking after the 45-year-old tusker which

had adeepinjury onits back.

VIDEO OF THE DAY

REPUBLIC DAY DRESS
REHERSAL

Ahead of R-Day parade,
India’s military might
on display

Crnaiing

4

TRANSGENDER SHG TO
MANAGE PARKING IN
BHUBANESWAR

The SHG will take charge
of the south-east zone

EXPRESS

How India’s Covid
strategy forgot its most

vulnerable

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In the latest episode of the Sandip Roy
Show, social activist Harsh Mander talks
about how the pandemic has impacted the
country's most vulnerable sections.

FROMPAGE ONE

Tap water

JIM-Urban to target 2.68 crore
households which do not have
tap connections, and 2.64 crore
households without sewerage or
septage facilities.

Sources said the proposal
would subsume AMRUT under
JIM-Urban. The AMRUT pro-
gramme focuses on 500 cities,
and aims to provide tap connec-
tions to 1.39 crore households.
The scheme has currently pro-
vided 95 lakh connections.

While JM (U)aims to saturate
urbanareas with tap connections,
the remaining sewage connec-
tions outside of the AMRUT cities
will be overseen by the Swachh

Bharat Mission.

Acknowledging that the onus
of fetching water falls squarely on
womenand girlsin the Indian so-
ciety, the proposal states that “the
time saved could be used to at-
tend to education, economic ac-
tivities, and general wellbeing.”

“With ever changing scenar-
ios in the field of water, like im-
proving technology, funding
through external sources and
availability of water... it isimper-
ative to devise comprehensive
water plans... The water supply
needs to be sustainable, equi-
table and should meet specified
quality standards,” the proposal
seen by The Sunday Express
states.

—— WRITEBACK ———

RESPONDING SEPARATELY to
a January 20 report ‘Firm
owned partly by CM Jagan
family gets bulk of govt orders’,
the Industries and Commerce
Department, Government of
Andhra Pradesh, and the South
India Cement Manufacturers
Association (SICMA), have de-
nied that some cement com-
panies were favoured.

Industries and Commerce
Department,

Andhra Pradesh:

The government exhibits no
partiality between various ce-
ment manufacturing compa-
nies in placing orders for ce-
ment procurement in various
government projects. Cement
companies in the state under
the Andhra Pradesh Cement
Manufacturers Association (AP
CMA) supply to all govern-
ment departments at Rs 225
per 50 kg bag, much lower
than the market price. To en-
sure transparent and assured
supply, the government has
designed ‘YSR-Nirman’,a cen-
tralised online portal for all ce-
ment consuming depart-
ments. So far, all departments
put together have placed in-
dented quantities of 16.64
Lakh MT, of which 13.20 Lakh
MT has been supplied. APCMA
allocates cement suppliers on
apro-ratabasis, as per theirin-
stalled and operating supply
capacities. If supplies are de-
layed by a company, they are
allocated to well-performing
suppliers. Companies take up
these supplies as a social cause

under corporate social respon-
sibility.

South India Cement
Manufacturers Association:
We have supplied cement on
a marginal cost basis to gov-
ernments of Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana for the last so
many years. To accuse the as-
sociation of a cartel for a prod-
uct where pricing is free and
market driven was not accept-
able. To the best of our knowl-
edge, no other industry comes
forward for a social cause at
this scale.

The Indian Express replies:
The report quoted the pur-
chase order figures displayed
in the ‘YSR Nirman’ portal.

It also mentions the gov-
ernment purchases cement at
Rs 225 per 50 kg bag, which is
lower than the market price;
and that purchase orders are
given based on market share
of the companies and their
ability to supply on time. It
only raises the question of con-
flict of interest since a com-
pany which is part-owned by
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s family has bagged the
maximum order during the
year.

The Indian Express had also
contacted M Goutham Reddy,
Andhra Pradesh Industries
Minister and M Ravinder
Reddy, Director, Bharathi
Cement, and Vice-President,
APCMA, and accurately re-
ported their statements.
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Biden team

caseinwhich the J&K administra-
tion withdrew the PSA.

Fazili's sister Yousra Fazili, a
humanrights lawyer, wasamong
the Kashmiris who testified atthe
November 2019 US Congressional
hearing on the situation in the
Valley. She spoke in detail about
her cousin's sudden arrest, his
health condition and how mem-
bers of her Srinagar-based family
had gone “from jail to jail in
Srinagar” trying to find out where
he had been taken. She said she
could not begin to describe how
closely knit the entire family was.

In her testimony, Yousra
added that she and Fazili had di-
alled friends in the State
Department on learning about
Shah's arrest on August 8, 2019.
And that they were only able to
confirm he was imprisoned in
Agra after the State Department
placed an “informational request”
with the Indian government on
his status.

“My cousin Mubeen has been
made an example of. His impris-
onment sends a strong signal to
the people of Kashmir that
money, family and status mean
nothingin the face of Indian capri-
ciousness,” she said in her testi-
mony, going on to talk about how
“armed forces are conducting
night raids on homes and pulling
young men and boys from their
beds into military custody” in
Kashmir.

Her cousin, she said, was “not
apolitician or adissident, heisn't
afreedom fighter,orevenakidin
the street throwing stones. He's
justabusinessman. His life's work
has focused on bringing eco-
nomic opportunity to Kashmir”.

Shah, who is based in
Malaysia and owns a crafts busi-
ness, was arrested when visiting
Kashmir along with his wife.
Belonging to one of the most
prominent families of Kashmir,
Shah has at various times headed
the Kashmir Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, the
Jammu & Kashmir Joint Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,anda
body active on both sides of the
border to promote trade across
the Line of Control that was
started in 2008 and is at a halt
since India discontinued it in
2019.

Another family member, a
niece of the Fazili sisters and Shah,
is the India-based head of an in-
ternational trade services' associ-
ationand also worked behind the
scenes for his release, using her
connections at the highest levels
of government, sources said.

Shah's arrest had also been
mentioned by Indian-American
Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal
atthe first US Congressional hear-
ing on Kashmir on October 22,
2019, who flagged his poor health.
She wanted to know if the State
Department had raised the mat-
ter of his arrest with the Indian
government, and was assured by
Alice Wells, then Acting Assistant
Secretary for South and Central
Asian Affairs, that the US govern-
ment had taken up Shah's case
with Delhi.

Following the intervention by
the Fazilisisters, their Delhi-based
niece and Jayapal, Shah's wife and
his brother had been able to visit
himin Agra.

On December 6, 2019 - inci-
dentally the same day as Jayapal
introduced a bipartisan resolution
in the House of Representatives
urging India to end the restric-
tions on communicationsand the
mass detentions in J&K -- Shah

was “temporarily” released. Two
days later, the J&RK administration
informed the Supreme Court, in
reply to a petition moved by his
wife, thatit had “permanently re-
voked” the PSA against Shah.

In October 2020, incidentally,
the J&K Police said they were
seeking to arrest Shah through
Interpol over a purported
Facebook post by him. J&K DGP
Dilbagh Singh said they had regis-
tered a case for the post that al-
legedly targeted non-local people
living in the Valley, and had initi-
ated the process to declare Shah
aproclaimed offender and attach
his properties. But there hasbeen
no movementon this.

Fazili is one of two Kashmiri-
origin members in the Biden
team. The otheris Aisha Shah, the
partnership manager at the
White House office of Digital
Strategy. Married with three chil-
dren, Fazili has degrees from
Harvard and Yale, and is a com-
munity development finance ex-
pert. She was born in the US,
where her doctor parents mi-
grated toin 1970-71.

Speaking to The Sunday
Express from Malaysia, Shah said,
"We are happy as a family that
Sameera has an important posi-
tion in the US government.”

Search engine

solely onwhat a customer needs,”
says Ramaswamy, the CEO of
Neeva, speaking on a video call
from his California home. This is
adomain the 54-year-old knows
well, having been the senior vice-
president of ads and commerce
at Google, and also run its travel,
shopping and search infrastruc-
ture teams.

Raghunathan studied at [IT
Mumbai and was earlier vice-
president of Monetisation at
YouTube.

“Soit's actually a broad set of
experiences. Similarly, Vivek was
the first tech lead of what is now
called the Google Assistant. So
we've actually worked on search
onbothsides," Ramaswamy says,
agraduate from IIT Chennai. This
is why they felt “confident
enough” that they could build the
technology relatively inexpen-
sively, he adds.

Witha45-personteamin the
US, the planis toroll out Neevain
“four-five months”, first in the
home market of the US and then
English-speaking regions like
Western Europe, Australia and
India. “Fortunately we have a
great team, and very good back-
ers," says Ramaswamy. Neeva has
raised $37.5 million, with equal in-
vestments from Greylock,
Sequoia Capital and Ramaswamy.

The product will be different
from what people are used to, of-
fering a single window for search
and queriesinto personal dataon
services like Dropbox and email
accounts, Ramaswamy says. Like
Google, Neevawill use Aland ma-
chinelearningto create the secret
sauce -- rankings for searches.

On apprehensions that may
arise regarding personal data,
Ramaswamy says, "We guaran-
tee that the productand company
are designed so that personal data
is indexed to serve your results,
and for nothingelse...We are cre-
ating a company that, from the
beginning, is customer first and
customer only. We are very
adamant about making sure that
this is the one and only revenue
source.”

AblogonNeevaalsoreiterates
its commitment to be ad-free,
guarantees that "your data will
never be sold in any form what-
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Indian, Chinese commanders back at LAC talks

themselves on Gurung Hill,
Magar Hill, Mukhpari, Rechin
La and Rezang La. They also
have direct view of China’s
Moldo Garrison, and the
strategic Spanggur Gap which
can be used to launch offen-
sives -- as the Chinese did in
1962.

Farmers can enter Delhi for R-day tractor rally

“Around 2.5-3 lakh tractors will
take to the roads. The parade will
be absolutely peaceful from
ourend.”

Buta Singh Shadipur, Punjab
president of the Bharatiya Kisan
Manch, said, "We are still delib-
erating on the route and the lo-
cations. On January 26, vehicles
will march up to the select
points and head back to the bor-
ders."

Indian troops also read-
justed their positions on the
Pangong Tso north bank, occu-
pying features to dominate
Chinese positions on the ridge-
line connecting Finger 3 and
Finger 4. This scramble for
heights led to warning shots
being fired by the two sides.

The Delhi Police had held a
series of talks with farmers try-
ing to convince them firstto can-
cel their parade, and later to
keepitoutside the Capital, even
as security was tightened in
view of the Republic Day.

Sources said a meeting was
held on Saturday as well, lasting
around four hours, after which
the farmers and senior officers
of the Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and

Top military officers told The
Indian Express that while there
have been indications from
China on moving back troops -
- India has been seeking status
quo ante, of troops returning to
positions before the standoff -
there’s a huge trust deficit.

The two sides, officers said,

Haryana Police reached the
agreement over the rally to be
held onJanuary 26.

“The farmers have been
asked tosend awritten applica-
tion, specifying their proposed
routes, the number of tractors
and farmers participatingin the
parade, and the timings. We will
discuss the route tomorrow
with them. But they have said
the tractor parade will only bein

are unable to reach an under-
standing on details of the dis-
engagement with Chinainsist-
ing that India vacate the
heights in the Chushul sub-
sector. India, on the other hand,
has made it clear that any res-
olution will have to factor all
friction points in the region.

the areas around the borders
where they are protesting. They
have been assured medical as-
sistance and security during the
parade,” police sources said.

In view of the Republic Day
celebrations, the Delhi Police has
deployed a five-layer securityin
and around the city. Over 40,000
police, ITBP and CRPF personnel
will be deployed at the borders,
police said.

come to believe that it is “just not
healthy” to have large tech plat-
forms control somuch. “Thereare
good people there, that's not the
issue. If you need to make more
money, the temptation to show
one more ad is just very strong,”
he says.

He is aware of the challenges
of offering a paid product, and the
need to ensure that it is "excel-
lent". However, Ramaswamy
says, for him that is the motiva-
tion. He cites the example of serv-
ices like Spotify and Dropbox,
which succeeded in segments
where there was nodearth of free
options, and hopes that Neeva
may also force their competitors
to cut back on ads. "Users are go-
ingto go for a paid option, because
too much is too much.”

Ramswamy adds, “We feel
confident that a certain segment
of the population will see value in
asuperior product. And especially
in the current environment... we
feel we can get enough people
who say ‘[ just want a simple al-
ternative, a service thatIuse, that
Ipay’.And that's it, no more worry
about data, no more worry about
whatelse is going on.”

Bastar bridge

claim these have been organised
by Naxals.

With Chintavaagu in the way;,
most of Pamed's needs, as that of
security forces, are met from
Telangana. The sliver of newroads
have brought in some changes
though, including electricity two
months ago. "Till 2019, no one
stepped outalone. Even the secu-
rity personnel would go out in
groups. Now, because of street-
lights and electricity, shops stay
opentill late evening," says Koyo,
ashopkeeper in Pamed.

The village even has a small
hotel now, as labour from
Telangana buzzes around to meet
aspurt in construction demand.

Sandeep, 28, recently set up a
Wi-Fi device with reach in a kilo-
metre's radius, and offers Aadhaar
registration services as well as
space for children to attend online
classes.He spentRs 12,000 for the
device, but business has been
good.

It was the plight of his neigh-
bour Guddu, 17, who studies in
Class 11 at a boarding school in
Telanganabut hasbeen home due
to Covid shutdowns, that gave
him theidea, Sandeep says. "Heis
very good at studies, evenranked
first in the school in the 10th
boards. But he would have to cy-
cle30-odd kmto Cherlaand hang
his phone from a tree to just get
network for classes."

Guddu wants to become a
doctor. "All of us have lost family
members to diseases that could
have been treated,” he says. His
mother Uma Devi suffers from
kidney failure, with seven dying
of similar ailments in 2020 alone
inPamed. "Doctors told usit could
be because of the water. We get
muddy, red-tinged water here,"

says Sunny, 16, whose mother
Swapna Vankail was among
those who died last year. His fa-
ther Jaikumar says he now buys
bottled water for drinking.

On January 10, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel asked the Bijapur
districtadministration toarrange
filtered water in the area. Bijapur
Collector Ritesh Agrawal says
while they got the water tested in
2020, the deaths were probably
due to "the excess use of urea in
making mahua". Villagers brew
the local intoxicant at home, and
Agrawal says they have started an
awareness campaign on therisks.

The 14 gram panchayats and
64villages of Chhattisgarh onthe
other side of Chintavaagu have it
even worse. Jaya, 21, says they
have been unable to get the sole
handpump in Dharmaram's
Schoolpara fixed for two months,
forcing them to resort to
makeshift arrangements.

The only PHC around is at
Pamed. Deva, 25, recently trekked
15 km to it from his village
Kawalgutta, wading across the
Chintavaagu with his four-
month-old child and ailing wife
Bhime, 22. She only required ba-
sic medicines, but the family
spent the night at the hospital
compound. "We couldn't have
brought her again if needed, es-
pecially at night," Deva says.
Kawalgutta is yet to get power,
and Deva and others use solar-
powered lights sparingly. "If they
malfunction, we can't get them
fixed, we have to wait months for
district officials,” he says.

Collector Agrawal says they
hope tostart the Rs 15 crore proj-
ect to build the bridge over
Chintavaagu by February and
complete it before the monsoon.
"While things are not perfect, the
situation has improved mani-
fold," he says, adding, "Once we
cross the river, other villages will
also benefit."

Punjab BJP

suicide had reached 30, I even
wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that if the
Agriculture Minister is not able to
solve the issue, the PM should
take the matter in his own
hands.”

Chawla said the farmers had
"setan example for the world" by
ensuring peace despite the
protest going on for so long.
“Kisan is not 100 per cent wrong
and neither are the farm laws.
The Prime Minister himself
should sit with the farmers tofind
a solution. I feel that if the PM
wants, a solution can be found in
aday."

A Malwa-based leader, re-
questing anonymity, accused the
state unit of failing to present the
true picture of the protests to the
Delhi leadership. “First the farm
ordinances were passed in
Parliament despite protests. Later,
the party did not wake up to the
fact that the Akali Dal broke its
27-year-old alliance with us due

New Delhi

to the anger among the farmers.
Above all, even though farmers
started a rail roko and indefinite
protests in October, the first
meeting with Union ministers
was arranged only on November
13. Ten rounds of meetings have
taken place since the farmers
reached Delhi, but only one
meeting was held when farmers
were protesting in Punjab from
June 6 to November 26,” the
leader points out.

Manjinder Singh Kang, the
former state secretary of the BJP
who resigned from the party on
October 15, also says the senior
state leadership never took the
agitation seriously. In the past 10
days, more than than 15 BJPlead-
ers have quit the party and joined
the Akali Dal. “I kept saying the
leadership was not giving the
right feedback to the high com-
mand. At timeseven had heated
arguments with them. Finally,
when on October 13, at a meet-
ing with farmers in Delhi, the
Union ministers did not turn up
but sent the Secretary,
Agriculture, I decided to resign,"
Kang says,adding that even after
that, all that the NDA government
did initially was hold virtual
meetings of Union ministers to
"explain” the farm laws. "They
completely misread the situa-
tion.”

A senior leader said had
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar held talks
with farmers back when they
were protesting in the state, the
latter may have settled for
amendments. “At that time, they
were only worried about the
MSP" the leader says.

Whatis adding to the disquiet
inthe state BJP are the forthcom-
ing municipal council polls,
scheduled for February 15. A
source said not many BJP leaders
are keen to contest given the
anger. In Bathinda, a local party
member threatened to quit if
forced to contest.

Pakkadharnas (indefinite agi-
tations) continue outside the
houses of 31 BJP leaders in the
state. They also face protests
whenever they step out of homes
fora public function. On Saturday,
protesters held a dharna outside
the Bathinda hotel where former
minister Manoranjan Kalia was
scheduled to hold a meeting.

Denying claims of discontent,
Punjab BJP organisation secretary
Dinesh Kumar says the party did
not make any mistakes and is on
the "same page" as the national
BJP. “We continuously kept giving
feedback to the authorities.” He
also claims that initially, the agi-
tation was funded by the
Congress. “They arranged tents,
langars and other expenses for the
protesters. And now the protestis
in the hands of the Communists,
who don't want the issue settled.
In Punjab, out of 31 farm unions,
26 have Communist leanings.”

Kumar goes on toallege terror
links. "Now the funding is coming

from various sections and one
cannot rule out the role of Naxals
and Khalistani people, who have
also become part of the protest.”
About the coming civic polls,
Kumar says, "We are in revival
mode...And inthe 2022 Assembly
polls, the BJP will form a govern-
mentonits ownin the state.”

TMC, BJP spar

planes, but why no memorial for
Netaji?... If you did not want to
consult me, you could have con-
sulted Sugata Bose (Netaji's
grand-nephew, chairman of the
Netaji Research Bureau and a for-
mer Trinamool MP).If your action
is wrong, we will give areaction.”

Prime Minister Modi, whoad-
dressed Banerjee as “behen” (sis-
ter), said Netaji would have been
proud to see that the country is
following his footsteps.

“loften wonder how satisfied
Netaji would have beento see the
changesin the country today, the
New India that is taking shape.
How would he have felt had he
seen his country self-reliantinthe
most advanced technologies?
How would he have felt to see
Indians right at the top in the
world’s largest companies?”

“Today, Indian forces have ad-
vanced aircraft like the Rafaleand
the country is manufacturingad-
vanced aircraft like the Tejas.
What would have been his feel-
ingson seeing the army so strong,
receiving advanced weapons that
he so wanted?” Modi said.

“Today, if Netaji had seen how
India fought the pandemic, how
itreadied advanced solutionslike
the vaccine, what would have
been his feelings?... The strong
India of his dream is before the
world today, from the LAC to the
LoC,” he said.

“West Bengal needs to play an
important role in the quest for
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, justlike the
role Netaji played for the freedom
of the country. Aatmanirbhar
Bharat has to be led by
Aatmanirbhar Bengal and Sonar
Bangla," he said.

Earlier, Modi visited the ances-
tral house of Netaji at Elgin Road
and also paid floral tributes at his
statue at the National Library.

Across Kolkata, BJP leaders
paid tribute to Netaji, and events
were organised in the districts too.

Banerjee alsoraised ademand
for four capitals in the country.
She said Kolkata was the capital
under the British. “Why should
Delhi decide all things? We
should have four capitals in four
corners of the country.”

She said the Centre should
have declared Netaji's birth an-
niversary a national holiday and
built a memorial for him. “You
can name any port after Syama
Prasad Mookerjee... we have no
objection. But I got Rajiv Gandhi
to name Kolkata airport after
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,”
she said.
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MLA GRANTED BAIL TO APPEAL CONVICTION

AAP’s Somnath Bharti gets 2
yrs in jail for damage at AIIMS

Selfie booths to badges, hospitals go
all in to boost vaccination numbers

6,967 healthcare workers took the Covid vaccine on Saturday — 86% of target

out of the vaccination centre, the

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

FROM SELFIE booths to special
badges, hospitals in the city are
going the extra mile to ensure
more healthcare workers come
forward to get the Covid vaccine.
In Delhi, 25,762 healthcare
workers have been administered
the vaccine in five days, with
6,967 getting the shot on
Saturday — while the turnout
was slow on the first three days,
it picked up pace on Thursday
and Saturday after several hos-
pitals allowed out-of-turn shots
for healthcare workers. 24 peo-
ple reported AEFI (adverse event
following immunisation).

Dr Ajeet Jain, nodal officer of
Covid-19 at Delhi government’s
Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital, said the administra-
tion has been counselling
healthcare workers daily to mo-
tivate them to come forward for
the vaccination. The hospital,
whichis also the sole storage fa-
cility for the vaccine, has so far
inoculated 174 healthcare work-

While turnout was slow on the first 3 days, it picked up on
Thursday and Saturday. Praveen Khanna

ers, lowest among the top gov-
ernment hospitals in the
first four days. The hospital,
however, saw 100 vaccinations
on Saturday.

“The response so far has
been lukewarm as many health-
care workers are hesitant to get
ashot of the vaccine. A separate
Q&A session was organised at
our auditorium to bust myths
among staff. We are also plan-
ning to give special badges say-

ing ‘vaccinated and protected’ to
those getting vaccinated at our
hospital,” said Dr Jain.

At Lok Nayak Hospital, the
administration is sharing photo-
graphs of each staff member get-
tinginoculated on its WhatsApp
group to motivate the remaining
healthcare workers. “We have
created a ‘selfie point’ for those
getting vaccinated so they can be
promoted on social media. As
soon as the beneficiary comes

staff outside the room hands
them arose while others cheer,”
said Dr Suresh Kumar, medical
director of the hospital.

On Thursday, the hospital,
which saw a very low turnout
initially, became the first govern-
ment hospital to vaccinate 100
people in a day. It achieved its
target on Saturday as well.

On Saturday, the city com-
pleted the first week of the mass
immunisation programme of
healthcare workers for Covid-19.
There are 81 sites in the city with
atarget to vaccinate 100 benefi-
ciaries in each centre.

“With the modification in
the Co-WIN app, hospitals are
now being allowed to vaccinate
even those whose names are not
on thelist. The number of doses
will also increase at the sites as
per availability. By the end of
next week, we hope to increase
the number of sites to 175 in
Delhi,” said Dr Suneela Garg, a
public health expert who has
also been appointed to the
Covid-19 task force for the Delhi
vaccination programme.

Week I: Gurgaon meets 71% of target

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, JANUARY 23

INTHE one week since Covid-19
vaccination began in Gurgaon,
over 13,000 healthcare workers
have been inoculated in the
district, of whom 26 have re-
ported Adverse Event Following
Immunisation (AEFI). The dis-
trict has achieved 71.52% of its
target coverage in the duration.
As per data shared by the
health department, a total of
13,823 people have been vacci-
nated so far, against the target of
19,327. Of these, 12,307 have
been administered Covishield,
and 616 Covaxin. All the AEFI re-
ported so far have been among
beneficiaries of Covishield.
Data from the five days on
which vaccination has been con-
ducted shows the district met its
target on only the first day, when
608 people were vaccinated. On
the remaining days, the coverage
has varied, with Gurgaon achiev-
ing59.57%and 79.06% of its target
on day 2 and day 3, and peaking

COVERAGE OVER 5 DAYS

Target | Achieved
19,327 13,823
Overal |  7152%
AEFI* 26
(Adverse event following
immunisation)

at 91.06% on day 4. On day 5 on
Saturday, coverage fell to 58.41%.
Officials from the health de-
partment, speaking to The Indian
Express, attributed it partly to
technical glitches in the portal.
“There is no major reluctance
in Gurgaon to get the vaccine.
Some amount is always there,
but we are trying to motivate
people. I myself have taken the
shot... With time, we expect peo-
ple will come forward once they
gain confidence... The AEFI re-
ported so far have also been mi-
nor — slight pain and fever are
normal side effects of every vac-
cine," said Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr Virender Yadav.
“Certain things have come to

our knowledge, such as dupli-
cate entries in the portal, which
are causing confusion. We have
alerted the state to this,” he said.
The Office of the Civil
Surgeon Saturday issued a state-
ment regarding the death of a
healthcare worker who had
been administered the
Covishield vaccine on day 1 of
immunisation. The woman,
Rajwanti (56), was a resident of
Krishna Colony and a permanent
employee (LHV) of the health
department, said officials.
In its statement, the

Medanta Hospital, where she
was declared dead on arrival.
“...Apost-mortem has been
conducted to ascertain the
cause of her sudden demise.
Viscera has been sent for
histopathology and a report is
awaited,” read the statement,
adding that “no other health-
care worker who took the vac-
cine from the same vial had re-
ported any adverse events”.
“The interim conclusion is
that the death... was due to sud-
den cardiac death," it stated.

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

OBSERVING THAT “the mindset
to cause damage to public prop-
erty and infrastructure is an at-
tack on the common man”, a
Delhi court sentenced AAP MLA
Somnath Bharti to two-yearim-
prisonment for leading a mob
which tried to break the bound-
ary wall of AIIMS and pelted
stones at the hospital’s security
staff when they intervened.
The prosecution had argued
that on September 9, 2016,
Bharti and the other accused —
Jagat Saini, Dileep Jha, Sandeep
Sonu and Rakesh Pandey, and
about 300 unknown associates
of the MLA — broke the bound-
ary wall of AIIMS with a JCB to
create an access to the premier

medical institute.
Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate

Ravindra Pandey, in his order
sentencing Bharti, wrote, “The
court is of the view that the
mindset to cause damage to pub-
lic property and infrastructure is
the attack on the common man.
Infrastructure and public prop-
erty of the country are not of any
leader, party or government but
these are national assets. The in-
frastructure is built with the con-
tribution of every poor, every tax-
payer, middle class and every
section of society. While exercis-
ing democratic rights, people
must not forget about national
duty to preserve national assets
and resources meant for each
and every citizen.”

Bharti’s lawyer, senior advo-
cate Hari Haran, asked the court
to grant him a lenient sentence
and benefit under the Probation

In 2016, Bharti had led amob
that broke a wall at AIIMS

of Offenders Act, 1958. However,
the court declined, stating that
he “is a well-educated person
having qualification of M.Sc. (IIT-
Delhi) and he is also a law grad-
uate and a Member of Legislative
Assembly”.

“He was well aware about
the consequences of committing
the offence and he actively par-
ticipated in the commission of
offence... to damage public prop-
erty belonging to AIIMS, New
Delhi,” the court said.

Bharti has been granted bail so
he may appeal against his convic-
tionina higher court. He was con-
victed for offences under IPC sec-
tions 323 (punishment for
voluntarily causing hurt)and 353
(assault or criminal force to deter
public servant from discharge of
his duty) read with section 149
(every member of unlawful as-
sembly guilty of offence commit-
ted in prosecution of common ob-

ject). He has also been convicted
under section 3 of The Prevention
of Damage to Public Property Act,
1984, and IPCsection 147. A fine of
Rs 1,02,000 was imposed on
Bharti, of which Rs 75,000 will be
deposited to AIIMS as compensa-
tionand Rs 25,000 to the State.

The courtinits judgment said
the “prosecution has duly proved
that the mob... gathered... there
for demolishing the wall and
fence possessed by AIIMS”. The
court noted that five prosecution
witnesses “deposed specifically
in this regard that mob of 200-
300 persons led by accused
Somnath Bharti was shouting
slogans, pelting stones and using
criminal force by using hands
and JCB machine to demolish the
wall...and no material contradic-
tion brought on record during
cross-examination by the ac-
cused Somnath Bharti and wit-
nesses remained consistent dur-
ing their cross-examination.”

During the trial, Bharti had
taken the defence that “there
was proposal from PWD (Public
Works Department) after vari-
ous meetings, as per which a
public thoroughfare was to be
opened on road going along the
AIIMS wall”. It was argued thata
“drain was illegally occupied by
AIIMS and AIIMS was using it for
commercial activities”.

It was also argued in court
that “the action for demolition of
wall for opening the thorough-
fare for residents of Gautam

Nagar was planned and exe-
cuted by PWD and AIIMS sup-
ported it”. The court, however,
relied on two prosecution wit-
nesses to state that this defence
does “not hold any merit”.

While acquitting the co-ac-
cused, the court had observed that
their involvement and presence
at the place of incident “is not
proved as no effective evidence
brought on record by prosecution
to connect the accused persons”.

AAP, in a statement after the
verdict, said, “We respect and
have full faith in the judiciary.
However, we feel injustice has
happened to Mr Somnath Bharti
in this case. Somnath is a very
popular leader and is loved by
everyone in his constituency...
People are quite sad in his con-
stituency as the news of his con-
viction is spreading. Somnath is
filing an appeal. We are confi-
dent that justice will be done to
him at appellate level.”

Bharti, in a statement said, “I
have full faith in the judiciary and
amfilingan appeal against the or-
der...Iamon bail and well-mean-
ing friends are helping me draft
an appeal to be filed with the su-
perior court on utmost priority.”

Bharti's lawyer, Mohammad
Irshad, said as per the law, he has
three months to secure an ac-
quittal from a higher court, fail-
ing which he will be disqualified.
Delhi Assembly speaker Ram
Niwas Goel said he is seeking le-
gal opinion on the issue.

health  department
maintained that the
woman was “normal till
the night of January 22",
with “no untoward
event” being reported
during her observation
period on the day of vac-
cination — January 16 —
or until Friday. She had
attended work until
Thursday but was found
“unresponsive” by her
family on Friday morn-
ing. She was rushed to
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The NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY DELHI established in 2008 by Act No. 1 of 2008 is premier Law
University in the capital city of India. The University invites applications for admission to B.A.LL.B.(Hons.),
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Note: One additional supernumerary seat for Kashmiri Migrants.

Ph.D.Programme

Disabilities).

exempted from application fee.

http://www.nludelhi.ac.in.

Eligibility: LL.M. or an equivalent law degree with 55% marks (50% in case of SC/ST/ Persons with

Total Seats: 13+2 (13 Seats on AILET merit and 2 Seats for direct admission to Foreign Nationals on
merit of Research Proposals). Foreign Nationals are exempted from AILET.

AILET-2021 will be conducted at the following cities:

Bengaluru, Bhopal, Chandigarh, Chennai, Cochin, Cuttack, Dehradun, Delhi, Gandhinagar, Greater
Noida, Gurugram, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Jaipur, Jammu, Jodhpur, Kolkata, Lucknow, Mumbai,
Nagpur, Patna, Raipur, Silchar, Varanasi and Visakhapatnam.
Interested candidates should apply online on payment of application fee of Rs.3,050/-(Rupees Three
Thousand Fifty Only). Application fee in case of SC/ST and Persons with Disabilities (PWD) is Rs.1,050/-
(Rupees One thousand Fifty Only). Below Poverty Line (BPL) applicants of SC/ST category are

For category wise reservation, seat matrix and other details relating to Application Form, Eligibility
Criteria, Pattern of Test etc., please visit the University websites: https://nationallawuniversitydelhi.in;

Only online applications through https://nationallawuniversitydelhi.in; http://www.nludelhi.ac.in are
accepted. The admit cards will be available online w.e.f. June 5,2021 on the above websites.

HELPDESK CONTACT DETAILS:
Contact Number: 022-61306293, 011-28034257 Emailid : ailetadmissions@nludelhi.ac.in

Note: National Law University Delhi has not authorized any agent/ agency for admission. No
payment should be made to any unauthorized person. Any complaint of this kind should be
intimated to the University on admission@nludelhi.ac.in

PROF. (DR.) ANUPAMA GOEL
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An initiative by

Uttar Pradesh on course to becoming India’s economic superpower

Since there are new and daily develop-
ments in UP nowadays, how are we cur-
rently progressing towards becoming a
1-trillion-dollar economy?

Itis a reality that presence of industries and
level of industrialisation in a state are signifi-
cant to its GDP. Though the past 10 months
were quite challenging, we took this as an op-
portunity to scale up development and indus-
trialisation in Uttar Pradesh. During this time,
we spoke to various industrialists in the country
and made industry-related policy reforms ac-
cording to the requirements arising out of the
impact of the pandemic. Due to the pandemic,
we had to review many of our earlier decisions
that could have hampered industrial activities in
the state, in turn, helping industrialists revive
their industries during and post pandemic.

It was the result of our consistent efforts in
the direction of improving UP's image as an in-
vestment-friendly destination that made the
state jump 10 places to occupy the second spot
inthe "Ease of Doing Business” rankings list at
the national level. During the pandemic, the
state government was in talks with many for-
eign companies which were wanting to shift
their bases to India from China. To facilitate
this, we created different helpdesks for different
countries such as the US, Japan, Korea and a
few European countries. Indeed, this is a New
Normal in the state today — the onboarding
of various industries/companies from abroad
to Uttar Pradesh.

In a sense, it can be said that wherever we
found a possibility to link with the industries,
whether financial institutions or industrial as-

sociations, we didn't let that opportunity slip
out of our hands. | feel proud to say that as a
state we were able to get investments to the
tune of Rs. 45,000 crore during the pandemic.
What are some of the new invest-
ments received in the COVID-19 period?
Recently, Samsung decided to relocate to Ut-
tar Pradesh from China to set up its smart-
phone display manufacturing plant in Noida,

investing around Rs 4,825 crore. By March-

April 2021, it is expected that the company will
begin its commercial operations in UP.

Similarly, Britannia Industries will invest
around Rs 300 crore to set up its proposed
greenfield plant in Uttar Pradesh. The Hi-
ranandani Group has decided to set up UP's
first data centre park in Greater Noida spread
across 20 acres at an estimated cost of Rs
6,000-7,000 crore. By 2022, it is expected that
the data centre will start operating and will be-
come north India’s biggest data centre.

During the pandemic, a lot of industries and
hospitals were grappling with the lack of oxygen
supply. INOX AP recently commissioned a state-
of-the-art cryogenic oxygen plant in Ghazi-
abad, the biggest in the state, to cater to the
needs of medical oxygen as well as supply in-
dustrial gases to the industries. The company is
now producing 4 times more liquid oxygen
than it used to earlier in pre-COVID-19 days.
The company will now also supply liquid oxy-
gen in the entire north India.

AB Mauri, the UK-based yeast and bakery in-
gredients maker, has agreed to invest more
than Rs 400 crore in setting up a yeast manu-
facturing plantin Prayagraj. Currently, we're
in talks with many more foreign companies to
make them invest in Uttar Pradesh.

In what ways do you think the up-
coming film city and Jewar airport will
bring positivity for the Real Estate sec-
tor of Noida and Greater Noida?

Setting up industries creates a lot of oppor-
tunities for the youth and brings overall devel-
opment in an area. Since Real Estate industry
is related to many more allied industries, it is
sure to benefit in a great way once the upcom-
ing Jewar Airport and Film City materialises.
During the pandemic, we've have allocated
around 800 industrial plots near the Jewar Air-
port on the Yamuna Expressway. Out of these
800 plots, 115 plots have been allotted to toy
manufacturing companies. This is in line with
PM Modi’s vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat with
respect to India’s toy industry.

Moreover, we're creating MSME Parks, Ap-

) 1 i
Speaking at length on several industry-related
developments in Uttar Pradesh in the pandemic
era, Satish Mahana, Minister of Industrial
Development, Government of Uttar Pradesh,
says “Even in these unprecedented times, our
government has come to the forefront to help
industries alleviate their distress due to COVID-
19 with industry-specific reforms and policy-
driven development. In the past 10 months, we
have been able to garner investments to the tune
of Rs 45,000 crore and have convinced many
foreign companies to invest in Uttar Pradesh. It
is the result of our consistent efforts that made
the state jump 10 places to occupy the second
spot in the ‘Ease of Doing Business’ rankings
list at the national level. I can say proudly that
this is just the beginning and many more
developments are currently underway in the
state to help it achieve the status of becoming
a one-trillion-dollar economy by 2024.”

parel Parks, Handloom Parks on the rest of re-
maining plots. According to our new Industrial
Act, the companies which have been allotted
these plots are required to set up their indus-
trial units within 5 years. If they fail to do so,
their allocated plots will be cancelled.

The Swedish company IKEA has planned to
establish 12 outlets in the state by 2025. Once
complete, it will be the biggest furniture show-
room in the country. Around 5,000 people are
expected to gain employment from this. Once
these industries are set up, they will require
manpower to operate their units, leading to in-
creased job opportunities in the region and, in
turn, this will boost demand for Residential
Real Estate projects in the region. Thus, the re-
vival of the Real Estate sector will gather force.

What concessions were offered to
various industries to survive the impact
of COVID-19 on economy?

For industries in the state, we deferred the
payments of instalments that were due during
the COVID-19 period. These instalments were
further made interest free. We gave six months'
extension for project completion to various in-
dustries. As per demands of the industries, we
reviewed our policies from time to time. There
were power-related exemptions and conces-
sions too for the industries, especially on fixed
charges of electricity.

There were other reforms as well. For exam-
ple, earlier a minimum of 100 acres of land had
to be bought for establishment of a private in-
dustrial park, however, in view of COVID-19,
we reduced this to 25 acres. In case of returnee
migrants, the state government has arranged
for skill mapping to ensure suitable jobs for the
skilled labourers. This not only helped the re-
turnee migrants but the industries as well, as
they didn't have to spend extra hours on train-
ing manpower or searching for these skilled
labourers. We came forward to establish a con-
nect between them.

What were the concessions offered to
the real estate industry?

We reduced the bank interest rate for the

real estate industry from 11-12% to 8.5% cur-
rently. We have given a time extension of 1.5
years to builders to complete their projects. Af-
ter the Supreme Court's nod, NBCC has taken
over the work of completing many real estate
projects in Noida. Since our government came to
power, almost 2,00,000 people have got their
houses that were pending since a long time.

Nowadays, the OCs are being issued to

builders for as many flats that are ready and
completed by them rather than waiting for
builders to complete the entire society or towers.
This ensures that builders are able to generate
funds after selling few flats and can then invest
those funds in completing other remaining
towers /flats.

What have you done to promote Tex-

tile and Handloom industry in the state?

To promote the Textile and Handloom indus-

try in UP, we've reduced the electricity tariff. Un-
der the Textile ministry, we're also developing a
Handloom Park and an Apparel Park on Yamuna
Expressway. Moreover, we're providing good
incentives to industries in these parks. We be-
lieve that by creating such parks, we will be
able to generate mass employment in this sec-
tor. Extra incentives will be provided to indus-
tries based on the number of people they em-
ploy at their units. Around 250 plots have been
specifically allotted for the upcoming Hand-
loom Park.

How is the work progressing on ex-

pressways?

The foundation stone for Bundelkhand Ex-

pressway was laid in February 2020. Even after

so many pandemic-induced impediments,
we've been able to complete around 32% work
on the Bundelkhand Expressway in the past 10
months. I'm proud to say we are ahead of our
schedule with regard to Bundelkhand Express-
way. Similarly, the alignment process of Ganga
Expressway is complete, and we will soon begin
the land acquisition process for the same. The
work on Purvanchal Expressway is almost com-
plete and it will be open for public use in the
next 3 months.
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Improving buyer sentiment is the priority in 2021

What has been the contribution of UP
RERA in uplifting the Real Estate industry?

The work done by UP RERA during the pan-
demic can be divided into 4 categories. First,
UP RERA has done a commendable job in
bringing financial discipline among promot-
ers/developers, especially of housing projects,
which had been missing in pre-RERA days that
eventually led to stalled projects and delays in
the handover of flats to buyers. Second, with
the advent of UP RERA, buyer confidence has
been restored as buyers are aware about their
rights.

Third, work on many of the stalled projects in
Greater Noida has finally begun, giving a huge
relief to buyers. Fourth, many projects that
were financially weak, such as the ones where
the money of buyers was diverted to complete
some other project, had already gone to NCLT
and are now beginning to see some develop-
ment as some other promoter or co-promoter
will now be completing such financially weak
projects. | believe that if we continue to work in
the way we have done in the past few years of
our existence, the Real Estate industry will
surely start to grow in a certain direction that
will be beneficial to all its stakeholders.

What are your expectations from the

Member,

“This year, our priority is to ensure
that all the pending compliance
issues with regard to our orders are
carried out by developers so that
buyer confidence is increases
further, leading to improved market
sentiment in the Real Estate sector.
We're also in touch with
NAREDCO and CREDALI to resolve
the problems of developers at the
earliest,” says Balvinder Kumar,

development authorities?
As per the last year's judgement of Supreme
Court, the rate of interest is now capped at 8%

to be charged by Noida and Greater Noida au-
thorities on the outstanding dues of land
against the exorbitant 15 to 18%. However,
the authorities have filed a review application
regarding this decision. Once the review appli-
cation’s decision is announced, many of the
stalled projects will get a new lease of life,
while other projects might get their pending
0Cs leading to the registry process opening up
soon for buyers. We expect the development
authorities to implement the top court's deci-
sion at the earliest so that both buyers and de-
velopers can benefit from this decision.

How much of the inventory has been
sold during the pandemic?

Over 50,000 units have been completed in
the past 1 year and most of the inventory is in
the market today. Though there’s still a liquidity
crunch in the market today, however, there are
buyers who are willing to invest in good pro-
jects. So, this increased buyer confidence has
led to good sales volume for some promoters,
especially credible promoters. In the last quar-
ter, the sales volume picked up pace and we
believe that it will be even better in 2021.
Stalled projects will see revival, whereas on-
going projects/inventory will also float into the
marketin 2021.

UP RERA

Golden days

ON THE landmark day of January 24, 2021, Ma-
harishi Organizations extend their heartiest con-
gratulations on Uttar Pradesh (UP) completing
61 years of its formation. The UP Government
has set remarkable milestones in the last couple
of years in creating a conducive ambience for all-
round development of the state. Working as a

catalyst, the state is creating opportunities of

growth and self-reliance with many dynamic ~ Anand Shrivastava

decisions and launching socially inclusive Chairman and
programmes for millions of its people tomeet ~ Managing Director of
their aspirations for prosperity. Mabharishi Ayurveda

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath’s commitment to revive the glory of the ancient traditions of
Vedic wisdom, Ayurveda, Yoga and so on and linking them with modern tech-
nology is laudable. Launch of Ayush Kavach app for providing tips to boost im-
munity and information about Ayurveda medicines during the COVID-19
pandemic or enhancing immunity in the air by constructing 175 herbal roads
in the state for a healthy environment, is aligned to His Holiness Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi Ji's mission to “ Create disease-free society”. We welcome the im-
petus given to popularise Ayurveda health supplements and medicines with
simplification of regulations for ‘Ease of Doing Business'. We are committed
to support the UP Government's initiatives of social development.

Leveraging innovation and technology

IN ITS over thirty years of operations as
the largest producer of structural steel
tubes in the country APL Apollo Tubes Ltd
has created a remarkable brand presence,
managing to wrest 50 percent of the mar-
ket share. Its vast distribution network
across India includes a cavalcade of ware-
houses and branch offices in 24 cities to
support its business interests at home as
well as across a string of 30 countries
across the globe.

Under the stewardship of Mr. Sanjay
Gupta, Chairman, APL Apollo, the firm approached the business with a
complete fresh outlook. Earlier the main applications for round shaped
steel tubes included transportation of water, oil and gas and these tubes
were largely being produced by the big players in the market.

Be itinstilling latest technology or optimum utilisation of resources, the
company never hesitates in investing more in R&D, which works as a
driving force behind its ever-growing ability to create new products,
adapt new applications, strengthen processes, develop new markets
and enhance existing market share. Innovation is the key to APL Apollo’s
dynamic growth and Gupta emphasises upon it as an inextricable part of
the company’s DNA.

Mr. Sanjay Gupta
Chairman
APL Apollo Tubes Ltd
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SKYWATCH

FORECAST: Jan 24

Partly cloudy sky.
Shallow to moderate
dense fog in the morning

MAX: 18 MIN: 9

3.3%Chelownormal | 1.4°Cabove normal

OVER 30,000 PROTESTERS AT SITE NOW

At Singhu protest site, no pause to rush
of new tractors, hundreds more pour in

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

AS REPUBLIC Day grows closer,
hundreds more have been pour-
ing into the protest site at Singhu
every few hours, with tractors
and trolleys carrying protesters
arriving via the Eastern
Peripheral Expressway. This, de-
spite the Centre offering to keep
the new farm laws in abeyance
for 18 months. Police estimate
that over 30,000 protesters are
now at the site.

At the entry point of the
protest site, Tarlochan Singh (45),
who runs a langar, distributed
peanuts to tractors cominginon
Saturday. "We have not made
any special arrangements for
those coming in, but we distrib-
ute whatever we have available
so that they feel welcome. Today,
vehicles started pouring early in
the morning,. Since then, at least

—— BRIEFLY —

Deputy CM
inaugurates

new lecture
hallat NSUT

New Delhi: Inaugurating
anew lecture hall cam-
pus at Netaji Subhas
University of Technology
(NSUT), Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
said the biggest tribute to
the leader would be to
“keep aside differences”
and work towards im-
proving education. The
new Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
lecture hall complex can
accommodate 1,500 stu-
dents. According to gov-
ernment officials, the ad-
dition of 14 graduate and
12 postgraduate courses
inthe university had cre-
ated a need for additional

capacity.

23-year-old
arrested for

killing woman

New Delhi: A23-year-old
man was arrested along
with his associate for al-
legedly killing a woman.
The accused have been
identified as Ankit and
Nitesh (20), both resi-
dents of Holambi Kalan.
Police said the main ac-
cused, Ankit, had taken
Rs 47,000 from the vic-
tim under the pretext of
helping her get a loan,
and she wanted it back.
Her body was found in
Alipur. ENS
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A group of farmers arrive at Singhu border with their tractors, Saturday. Gajendra Yadav

a thousand have entered," he
said.

A tractor with four students
from Hoshiarpur, all with a farm-

ing background, was among the
vehicles rolling in on Saturday af-
ternoon. The four said they were
representing their families who

could not make it to the protest.
"We are all studying to go to col-
lege in Canada next year. We
took a break from our studies to

come here, especially for the
march on Republic Day," said
Jaskaran Singh (18), adding that
they came via Ludhiana and
passed Karnal and that the route
took 24 hours.

As the protest site was
abuzz with new vehicles com-
ing in throughout the day, an-
nouncements were made on
speakers giving traffic advice to
prevent jams.

Karamjeet Singh (50), who
reached the site from Amritsar
three days ago, said it is a strug-
gle to get parking for one's ve-
hicle. "Vehicles come in and
head straight towards the stage.
They park wherever they get
space.If notin the front, they go
back towards the expressway,"
he said.

Karamjeet said he and others
from his district had made it a
point to be present at the borders
for Republic Day. He said the
march will be peaceful and that

they will follow the route their
leaders ask them to take.

While almost all new tractors
and trolleys carried ration for the
coming days, some carried
wood, warm clothes, chairs and
raw material to set up tents.
Everyone agreed on one thing:
that they would not go back un-
til the laws are repealed.

Lakhveer Singh (25) from
Moga district, who was driving
a tractor-trolley, said this is his
fifth visit to the border — he
keeps going back and forth to re-
plenish his stock of ration and
tend to his fields.

Gaurav Kumar (28) from
Yamuna Nagar in Haryana
reached the border two days ear-
lier. He said, "Many of our fami-
lies have not come because some-
one has to stay home. But on the
26th, they will all be present too."

He said his wife and two
sons will reach the border on
January 25.

During the final rehearsal for Republic Day at Rajpath on Saturday. Tashi Tobgyal

No motorcycle stunts, no bravery awards, fewer
spectators: New normal at Republic Day parade

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 23

SEVERAL CHANGES will be seen
in the Republic Day parade this
time — from removal of motor-
cycle stunts to the inclusion of
the tableau of the Union Territory
of Ladakh for the first time.

The Union Territory of Ladakh
was created in 2019 after the BJP
government bifurcated Jammu &
Kashmir. Ladakh's tableau will
depict the Thikse Monastery,and
will comprise five women in an
11-member contingent. “The

Ladakh tableau highlights the vi-
sion for Ladakh to be carbon-neu-
tral,and exemplary for the world.
It also showcases the Indian
Astronomical Observatory, lo-
cated in Hanle near Leh, one of
the world's highest sites for opti-
cal, infrared and gamma-ray tel-
escopes,” according to tableaux
details shared by officials.

The pandemic has also led to
several changes in the way
Republic Day celebrations will be
held. While gravity-defying stunts
by motorcycle-borne men will be
missing, the spectator size too has
been reduced to 25,000 from

around 1.25lakhlastyear. The pa-
rade of children who receive brav-
ery awards will also be missing.
Keeping in mind social distancing,
the size of marching contingents
has been reduced from 144 to 96.

Atotal of 32 tableaux — 17 of
various states and UTs, nine of
ministries and six from the de-
fence arm — will be seen going
down Rajpath this year. They will
stop at National Stadium instead
of following the regular route to
the Red Fort. The Uttar Pradesh
tableau will feature a replica of
the Ram Temple being built in
Ayodhya, among other things.

CANARA BANK

[A Gueet, of Inglia Undertaking]

RECOVERY & LEGAL SECTION CIRCLE D6FFICE,
BAYSITE 17-18, SECTOR 12 KARNAL 132001 HARYANA
* PHONE MO, 0184-4063503, 4063687, Email: rlcekaricanarebank. com

THE E-AUCTION WILL BE "ONLINE E-AUCTION THROUGH WEESITE htbps:iwww. indlanbankseauction.com
DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION 26.02.2021 BETWEEN 12.20 PM TO 1.30 PM
LAST DATE OF EMD :
{WITH UNLIMITED EXTENSION OF 5 MINUTES DURATION EACH TILL THE COMCLUSION OF SALE)
(CANALSDO BE SUBMITTED OFFLINE TO CONCERMED BRANCH)
SALE NOTICE FOR Sale of Immovable Pragarlies Through E-auction {online Auction) Under Rules 8(6) & (8] Of Tha
Socurily INTEREST [enforcement) Rules 2002 & Sale of Movable Assats under the Securitisation and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interast Act, 2002 under Rules 6[2) of the Seourity Interest

24,2203
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Among the departments, the
Department of Biotechnology
will showcase pre-trial and post-
trial phases of the manufactur-
ing of the Covid vaccine in India.

For the first time in 55 years,
there will also be no chief guest
atthis year's parade, after British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson ex-
pressed “regret” that he would
not be able to visit India.

All members of the tableaux
contingents from various states,
ministries and government de-
partments have undergone
Covid testing.

The contingent of 61 Cavalry

will beled by a horse that has at-
tended the parade for the last 18
years. The horse is 21 years old,
ayear older than when the ani-
mal usually retires.The contin-
gent from Bangladesh will mark
the third instance of a military
contingent from a friendly for-
eign nation participating in the
parade — the first was France in

2016, and then UAE in 2017.
Ninety per cent of the
Territorial Army’s contingent com-
prises people from Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, who are coming
to the mainland for the first time.
(with PTTinputs)

AAP and BJP spar over
money owed to MCDs

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 23

THE AAP Saturday claimed the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), which comes under the
Centre, owed the MCDs over Rs
2,000 crore.

AAP chief spokesperson
Saurabh Bharadwaj claimed gov-
ernment data showed that the
DDA owed North MCD Rs 857
crore and Rs 535 to South MCD
until March 31,2018, and said this
works out to be Rs 2,000 crore
now. Both corporations are gov-
erned by the BJP.

Bharadwaj said ever since
Adesh Gupta became the Delhi
BJP chief, the party has main-
tained that AAP needs to give
money to the MCDs. The AAP de-
manded that the BJP should im-
mediately disclose why they
have not taken any initiative to
get this money from the DDA,
since both are under the BJP.

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said
there is “no doubt” that several
government bodies including
DJB, Delhi Transport Corporation,
discoms and DDA owe money to
the MCDs, “but that does not ab-

(Top) AAP spokesperson
Saurabh Bharadwaj; Delhi
BJP chief Adesh Gupta

solve the Delhi government from
its responsibilities to pay statu-
tory constitutional funds to
MCDs". “MCDs are trying to re-
trieve, but I request Bharadwaj to
make a positive contribution by
asking the Delhi government to
release stalled funds and get DJB,
DTCand discoms toimmediately
pay their dues,” Kapoor said.

New Delhi

Vandalism of DJB

office last yr: Cops
file FIR against
unknown persons

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

DELHI POLICE has registered an
FIR against unknown persons for
violating Covid norms in connec-
tion with the vandalism at the
Delhi Jal Board headquarters on
December 24. Videos of the inci-
dent that emerged last month
had shown a group allegedly led
by Delhi BJP chief Adesh Gupta
vandalising the office.

On Saturday, DJB vice-chair-
man Raghav Chadha ap-
proached a Delhi court to moni-
tor the probe into the incident
and filed an application against
Gupta and BJP leaders Yogendra
Chandolia and Vikas Tanwar, al-
leging trespass and illegal de-
struction of public property. The
BJP claims AAP members cre-
ated the ruckus.

The DJB headquarters at
Jhandewalan was vandalised af-
ter a group of close to 100 peo-
ple entered the building around
noon, breaking the glass door of
the reception, and made their
way to Chadha’s office.

After the incident, then DCP
(Central district) Sanjay Bhatia had
said, “We received information
that a few BJP workers were
protesting at DJBHQ. We detained
around 30 men from the spot.
Action will be taken as per law.”

The Indian Express accessed
the FIR in connection with the
incident, which shows it was
registered on the basis of a po-
lice personnel’s complaint under
IPC sections 188 (disobedience
to order duly promulgated by
public servant) and 269 (unlaw-
ful or negligent act likely to
spread the infection of any dis-
ease dangerous to life).

“Police received information
in the police control room after a
PCR call that people were raising
slogans after barging into the D]B

CCTV grab from the day
of the incident
complex. Head constable

Bhuneshwar Singh and constable
Arun, who were on emergency
duty from 8 am to 8 pm, went to
checkthe facts of the call but they
have not found any complainant.
There was police bandobast, but
still some people were raising slo-
gans against DJB and were stand-
ing closely,” the FIR states.

Inthe FIR, the complainantal-
leged people were violating so-
cial distancing norms and Covid
could spread as a result. “They
managed to escape after creating
anatmosphere of ‘afra-tafii’. They
violated norms of Covid-19,soap-
propriate legal action should be
taken against them,” it states. No
arrest has been made so far.

A day after the incident,
Chadha had filed a police com-
plaintalleging that the mob broke
computers, printers and benches,
attacked staffmembers and man-
handled women employees.

Gupta had claimed: “I had
gone there but officials didn’t
meet me at first; some officials
met me later. None of our work-
ers were involved in the vio-
lence. We staged a peaceful
demonstration outside the
headquarters against the D]B’s
Rs25,000-core tanker scam, but
AAP workers forcibly barged into
the premises, vandalised the of-
fice and attacked BJP workers.”

Who do Delhi’s
farmers sell to?
FCI, wheat growers
differ on answer

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

FARMERS IN Delhi prefer to sell
theirwheat crop to private traders
because they are offered rates
higher than the minimum sup-
port price (MSP), the Food
Corporation of India (FCT) has said.

In response to a query by a
farmer from Delhi, a letter sent by
the FCI's Delhi unit on January 12
said procurement centres for
wheat are set up every year at
Narelaand Najafgarh mandis and
at the FCI depot in Mayapuri.
“However, it has been noted that
instead of bringing wheat pro-
duce to FCI centres, farmers pre-
fer to sell it to private traders, be-
cause wheat and dhan (paddy) of
Delhi region is generally of good
quality and is bought by traders at
orabove the MSP” FCT's additional
general manager (AGM) of qual-
ity control from Delhi unit said in
the letter.

The AGM added that last year,
wheat of good quality was bought
by traders at a maximum rate of
more than Rs 3,000 per quintal
againstits MSPofRs 1,925 in Delhi.

Farmers from the capital and
heads of the Agricultural Produce
Marketing Committee (APMC)at
Narela and Najafgarh, however,
denied the FCI's submission.

Najafgarh APMC chairman
Naresh Sharma claimed, “This is
false as procurement is done by
traders largely below MSP at the
mandi. The rate of wheat procure-
ment this season has beenaround
Rs 1,700. Stock from Madhya
Pradesh, which is of better qual-
ity, was sold at Rs 3,000 but not
that of Delhi farmers. We have
beenrequesting FCltodo procure-
ment here but they never do and
donoteven reply to our letters.”

Narela APMC chairman Sanjay
Gupta also said wheat procure-
ment by private traders has largely
beenbelow the MSPat the mandi

this season.

In the letter, the AGM said the
FCI procured 180 quintals of
wheat from farmers in Delhi
2013-14. Data from the FCI web-
site shows the total production of
wheatin the capital that year was
over 8.48 lakh quintal. In the fol-
lowingyear there was no procure-
ment by FCI but production was
763 lakh quintal. In 2015-16, the
production was again 7.63 lakh
quintal and procurement by FCI
was 17,870 quintal. The next pro-
curement by FCI was done in
2020-21, of 276.5 quintal against
production of 8.25 lakh quintal.

On the four-year gap in pro-
curement, an FCl official said: “Our
staff members are present in the
mandis every year when wheat
produce begins to arrive in Delhi.
They have noticed that farmers
sell good quality wheat to private
traders at a rate higher than the
MSP. They then bring very poor
quality of wheat to us — this does
not meet our prescribed stan-
dards and cannot be procured.”

As per FCI staff, on a single
day in April last year, maximum
rate of wheat at the two mandis
was Rs 2,750 and minimum Rs
1,725.1nJune, the maximumrate
was Rs 3,100 and minimum Rs
1,760. The FCI official said the
Delhi unit does not keep a record
of the amount of wheat produce
sold at the maximum and mini-
mum price.

But at Najafgarh mandi,
Deepak Yadav's father, a farmer
in Southwest Delhi's Jhuljhuli
village, sold his wheat produce
in August to a trader for Rs 1,700
per quintal, as per a sales receipt
he shared. Yadav said, "The gov-
ernment is trying toreplicate the
Delhi model for procurement in
the rest of the country by bring-
ing in the new agricultural re-
form laws. The FCl is lying that
the produce is sold at a price
higher than the MSP. They are
trying to show to farmers that
traders will offer them a better
price, but it is not true."
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Judicial review a
remedy to prevent
abuse of spl powers:
Justice Surya Kant

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THE EXTENT of delegation of
powers under special statutes to
deal with terrorism, etc.,canbe a
cause of concernasitcreatesasit-
uationrife for arbitrary exercise of
powers which canendanger indi-
vidual liberty and human rights,
but judicial review provides the
remedy to prevent any abuse
when harsh measures become
necessary to deal with extraordi-
nary situations, Supreme Court
judge Justice Surya Kant said on
Saturday.

“The remedy undoubtedly lies
inthe overwhelming and extraor-
dinary power of judicial review
vested in every jurisdictional ju-
dicial system,” the Supreme Court
judge said at the launch of the
book ‘The Law of Emergency
Powers’, authored by Senior
Advocate AM Singhvi and Prof
Khagesh Gautam.

Justice Surya Kant said the
world today is a fundamentally
different place and pointed out
that no democratic nation hasin-
voked such emergency powersin
the 21st century. This, he said, is
because conquest and colonisa-
tionis nolonger affordable. Focus
of governments, he said, has
shifted to democratic unrest and
terrorism.

Justice N V Ramana recalled
that some members of the
Constituent Assembly had ob-
served thatemergency provisions
are a necessary evil aimed at re-
solving crises identified under the
Constitution. Unveiling the book
atavirtual event, he said the vol-
ume rekindled his memories of
the Emergency period.

Justice Ramana, who is also
the second senior-most judge of
the court, said emergencies leave
a long-lasting effect on genera-
tions.Inhisown case,ayearofac-
ademicstudies and mental suffer-
ing can be attributed to the 1975
Emergency, he pointed out.

However, he said that he has

Justice Surya Kant;
Justice NVRamana

no regrets and that he saw many
young people sacrificing their lives
for defending human rights. The
experience of the time underlined
the importance of understanding
the concept of emergency, he said.

Justice DY Chandrachud said
the book comes at the most op-
portune time as justlast year saw
the executive in many countries
adopting exceptional powers to
tackle the Covid -19 pandemic.

He said his transformative
yearsasastudent were deeply im-
pacted by the Emergency and that
on account of the fact that his fa-
ther late Justice Y V Chandrachud
wasinSCthen, he gained personal
insightinto tribulations of ajudge
grappling with the situation.

History, said Justice
Chandrachud, has several in-
stances of civil liberties being col-
lateral damage of national emer-
gency and referred to the Jabalpur
ADM's decision to uphold suspen-
sion of fundamental rights during
Emergency.

Justice S K Kaul said the judi-
cialerrorin the ADM Jabalpur case
was corrected by the judgmentin
the Aadhaar case which laid down
that certain rights were merely
recognised by the Constitution
and not conferred by it.

Singhvi flagged the lacunaein
the country’s legal education sys-
tem and underlined the glaring
absence of genuine research.
While central universities run
their law faculties as law schools,
state universities mostly act as af-
filiating universities, he said,
adding that this affiliation system
is one of the biggest problems
plaguing legal education.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

DISTRIBUTES OVER 1 LAKH LAND CERTIFICATES

Indigenous families denied rights
over land for years: P inAssam

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 23

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Saturday said that whether it
be the Atal Bihari Vajpayee gov-
ernment or the current NDA one,
safeguarding Assam’s culture,
self-respect and security has been
the priority.

PM Modi addressed a public
event at the historic Jerenga
Pothar in Sivasagar district and
ceremonially distributed over 1
lakh land pattas to families from
indigenous communities across
the state.

“In Assam, it is sad that even
after so many years of independ-
ence, there have remained so
many such indigenous families
who, for one reason or the other,
didn’t get legal rights over their
own land. For this reason, a large
section of the Adivasi community
remained landless..When our
government was formed in
Assam, 6lakhindigenous families
did not have legal papers for their
land,” Modi said.

Assam is expected to go to
polls in April. The distribution of
theland documentsisinline with
the promise made by the
Sarbananda Sonowal-led govern-
ment when it came to power in
2016— to protect “jati, mati and
bheti (community, land and

Viva Group director Mehul Thakur

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) on Saturday arrested Mehul
Thakur, Director of Viva Group -
run by the family of Vasai MLA
and leader of Bahujan Vikas
Aghadi, Hitendra Thakur - for di-
verting over Rs 196 crore from
Housing Development
Infrastructure Limited (HDIL) to
the group and transferring two
properties worth Rs 34 crore of a
company controlled by HDIL pro-

PM Narendra Modi with Assam CM Sarbananda Sonowal at
a public meeting in Sivasagar district on Saturday. P11

hearth)”. The Sonowal-led gov-
ernment has already allotted 1.10
lakh pattas over the last four-and-
a-half-years, and Saturday’s de-
velopment adds over one lakh
families to the list of beneficiaries.

“Earlier governments did not
give priority toyour concerns. But
the Sarbananda Sonowal-led gov-
ernment is seriously working to
solve your problems...Today, the
Assam government is working to
protect the language and culture
of indigenous people along with
protecting their rights over land,”
Modi said. Highlighting the im-
portance of land pattas, Modi said,
“Getting legal papers of theirland
fulfils the long demand of indige-
nous people — and along with
that, it also improves the quality
oflife of lakhs of people. They can

moters to the group without any
monetary consideration.

Mehul is the son of Deepak
Thakur, a cousin of Hitendra
Thakur. The agency also arrested
Madan Gopal Chaturvedi, a char-
tered accountant and director of
a few companies owned by
Mehul. Later, a local court re-
manded Mehul and Chaturvedi to
ED custody till January 27.

The ED told the court that
Mehul, through his family mem-
bers and relatives, owned more
than 25 companies. Most of these
firms are now defunct but were

now benefit from several govern-
ment schemes.” The PM said
these people will now be able to
get loans from banks against the
land and can be assured of the
benefit of schemes such as PM
Kisan Samman Nidhi, Kisan credit
card, and Crop Insurance Policy.

Jayanta Ray, a farmer belong-
ing to Rajbongshi community
from Bongaigaon district of
Assam, who was a beneficiary of
Saturday’s event, said, “Today, I fi-
nally got a patta for myland.1 had
applied for it long back but never
got it. The patta establishes my
right over my land...”

PM Modi said that for a self-re-
liant India, rapid development of
northeast is necessary. “The road
to self-reliant Assam passes
through the confidence of the

used to “divert huge funds from
HDIL” in “connivance” with HDIL
promoter Rakesh Wadhawan.
The remand application sub-
mitted by ED added that Viva
Holding, Viva Estate, Viva Kshitz
Enterprises Private Limited and
Viva Home Developers have re-
ceived Rs 90.51 crore, Rs 70.11
crore, Rs 32.93 crore and Rs 2.75
crore, respectively, from HDIL.
“Such diversion of funds from
HDIL controlled by the
Wadhawans to the Viva Group
controlled by Mr Mehul Thakur
and others remain largely unex-

Outreach amid
anti-CAA
@ sentiment

EXPLAINED

WHILE THE PM spoke of
the indigenous people of
Assam several times in his
speech, he did not men-
tion contentious issues
such as the Citizenship
Amendment Act or Clause
6 of the Assam Accord.
With new regional parties
being floated in the state
on the back of anti-CAA
sentiment, the allotment
ofland pattasis seenasa
necessary reach-out to
boost the BJP’s ‘jati, mati
and bheti’ credentials, and
help it counter resent-
ment, ahead of elections.

people of Assam,” he said.

Jerenga Pothar holds signifi-
cance in Assamese history be-
cause it was here that the 17th-
century Ahom princess Joymoti
was tortured and killed by her
brother-in-law for not revealing
the whereabouts of her hus-
band. Joymoti’s husband —
Prince Godapani — ultimately
became the king, bringing an era
of stability and peace in Assam,
historians say.

plained,” the agency told the
court. It claimed that these funds
are apparently the illegal fund di-
verted from the Punjab and
Maharashtra Co-operative (PMC)
Bank. Besides, the agency said that
its investigation has found that
Mack Star Marketing Private
Limited, acompany operationally
controlled by Wadhawan, “ille-
gallyand fraudulently transferred
two commercial properties of
Mack Star in Mumbai, valued at
Rs 34.36 crore, to Viva Holding, a
company of Viva Group” without
any monetary consideration.

Shah says boundary issues
in NE will be solved Soon

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 23

INTER-STATE BOUNDARY issues
between the Northeastern states
will soon be solved, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said in
Shillong on Saturday. At another
eventin Assam’s Guwahati, Shah
launched the Ayushman CAPF
scheme for nearly 28 lakh secu-
rity personnel.

The minister’s comments
come months after clashes in
border villages of Assam and
Mizoram escalated, highlighting
the longstanding boundary dis-
putes in the Northeast.

“The whole countryis one, so
we have to aim to find complete
solutions to the issues,” Shah said
while delivering the inaugural
address of the 69th meeting of
the North East Council (NEC) in
Shillong. “There should alsobe an
effort to eliminate the entire chal-
lenges like border disputes and
smuggling of drugs from abroad.
The Central government has
changed its perspective of the
Northeast, so the Northeast will
also have to change its perception
of how itlooks up to the Centre,”
Shah said.

The Home Minister said the
Northeast was previously infa-
mous for insurgency but now
“with peace, good news flows out
ofthe Northeast”. The state govern-
ments have achieved this by reach-
ing out to small groups, he said.

Later, atan eventin Guwahati
to extend the benefit of the

arrested

TheED added that Chaturvedi
assisted Mehul in transferring of
property of Mack Star to Viva
Holdings and prepared the bal-
ance sheet of the company, which
did not reflect the transactions
pertaining to these properties.

The agency has claimed that
both Mehul and Chaturvedi were
summoned for questioning but
they did not cooperate with the
investigation and “failed to pro-
vide relevant facts in their state-
ments”.

OnFriday, the ED had searched
five locations linked to the Viva

Home Minister Amit Shah
launches the ‘Ayushman
scheme’ for CAPF personnel
in Guwahati on Saturday. P11

Centre’s healthcare programme
to the central armed police
forces, Shah hit out at those crit-
icising the efficacy of Covid vac-
cines. “There are some people
who are spreading misinforma-
tion on the vaccines. Come toan-
other platform and let’s have a
duel. But why are you creating
doubt over people’s health and
doing politics,” he asked.

Shah said that after assuming
office as the Home Minister he
had held interactive sessions
with the CAPF personnel. He said
that he realised that among ma-
jor concerns for the personnel
were quality medical treatment
for themselves and their families,
housing facilities and long peri-
ods of duty away from home.

Under the Ayushman CAPF
scheme, around 28 lakh person-
nel of CAPF, Assam Rifles and
National Security Guard and their
families will be covered under the
‘Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana'.

by ED

Group, including the residence of
Chaturvedi, in connection withits
probe into the alleged Rs 6,200
crore fraud perpetrated by HDIL
toPMCBank.

PMCBankis under regulatory
restrictions after the RBI found fi-
nancial irregularities in regard to
the loans given to HDIL. The bank
has an exposure of over Rs 6,200
crore to HDIL. The RBI has super-
seded the board of the bank and
appointed an administrator.
Rakesh Wadhawan and his son
Sarang Wadhawan are currently
injailin the PMCBank scam case.
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NSB : Building lives, shaping careers

About NTPC School of Business

The NTPC {a Maharatna company of Government of
India, and India’s largest energy conglomerate) pro=
motes the NTPC Education and Research Society
{NEARS). NSB was established in 2014 under the
NEARS. It serves as the pioneer in energy manage-
ment education, and runs two AICTE - approved
programs. These include the Two- year Post Gradu-
ate Diploma in Management — Executive (PGDM-E)
and the Fifteen - months Post Graduate Diploma in

Yoicidledt el 3ih fHoed
NTPC School of Business

(Under the aegis of NTPC Education and Research Society)

Shri Saptarshi Roy

Energy Management (PGDM-EM). Indian Institute
of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA) signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) with NSB, to hand
hold it in its pursuit of excellence.

project work; with a two week - Global Immersion
Program. Our students visited the Nanyang Techno-
logical University, Singapore, Judge Business School,
Cambridge University, UK and ESCP London and
Madrid too over different periods. We encourage
companies to sponsor their employees for this unique
program. NTPC, NHPC, BHEL, PGCIL, POSOCO, THDC,
PFC, NEEPCO, Adani Group, TATA power and DVC re-
sponded to this call over the years. Self Sponsored
candidates also enroll with the program.

The two-year PGDM (Energy Management) en-
courages freshers and experienced aspirants to en- i
roll. The course offers a blend of theory and practice, in-
ternships, field visits and projects on such cross cutting
domains as HRM, finance, operations, marketing etc
relevant for management of diverse forms of energy,
access and applications; with a 360 degree perspective
about the continually evolving energy sector.

GENERATION and consumption of energy in all =
forms influence industry, related development —
and quality of life of all citizens. The NTPC School
of Business accordingly acknowledges the cen-
trality of energy and therefore aspires to evolve
as a think tank and a centre of academic excel-
lence to positively impact developments through
value — added knowledge inputs in this context.
Education, training, research and consultancy ser-
vices are important means to fulfill this aspiration.

The Energy Management Programs

The PGDM Executive program is meant for profes-
sionals with a minimum of five years experience,
poised to assume leadership roles. It includes twelve
months of classroom learning and three months of

Message from DDG (A),

Dr Gireesh Tripathi

THE School’s capacity building framework re-
sponds to a felt need to acquire an integrated
perspective of regulations, fiscal and non — fis-
cal instruments and institutional mechanisms
in the entire energy landscape. This inclusive
approach is essential for the present and
emerging leaders to comprehend energy tran-

Pedagogy

State of art tools and techniques case based and
other approaches ensure optimal learning outcomes.
The curriculum blends expertise from [IM Ahmed-
abad, NTPC and practitioners from the energy and
power sector through several modules.

Mentorship by Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA)
ADMISSION INVITATION FOR PGDM 2021

NTPC School of Business (NSB) offers two full time AICTE approved residential programmes.
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EXPLAINED

Workin
progress

THE REASON this Australian
triumph is being hailed as the
greatest Test series win ever
was because India pulled it off
with a stand-in captainin
charge and a bunch of fringe
players. The hype around
them notwithstanding, this
young unit is still a work in
progress. In the last couple of
years, a full-strength India has

CHAMPIONS: . . . . . . . . . lost Test series in South Affica,
The Indian team with Indian cricket’s tryst with history in Australia didn’t happen overnight. SRIRAM VEERA on all that went into the England and New Zealand.
the Border-Gavaskar . . : . 2 . They haven’t won the big ICC
trophy after the winin making of this Winning XI — from talent-spotters turning up at nets to coaches and selectors exchanging notes, tournamentseither. With this
the fourth and final g 5 tour throwing up several
Test match against parents and mentors to self-motivated players, some dreams, and a lot of foresight match-winners, the system,
Australia in Brisbane. while dealing with the prob-
India won the lem of plenty, will have to
series 2-1. Pl work towards making the
team more consistent.

T —

FNEED be, I will call Rahul. He will tell

me what I need to know about these

two.” Ravi Shastri was sitting on the

long, wooden, beer-soaked bench of

an 800-year-old pub carved into the
rocks of Nottingham Castle, pondering over
a selection dilemma. It was in the middle of
the 2018 series in England, and Shastri
wanted to know whether to pick Hanuma
Vihari or Prithvi Shaw, two untested bats-
men drafted into the Test squad. Dravid was
then head coach of the India A and U-19
teams and had seen the two players up close
and personal. Fresh out of the India A series
in England, the two had been picked for the
national team. A final call on their skill and
temperament, based on Dravid’s word, was
eventually taken and Vihari would go on to
make a gritty debut in the fourth Test.

Two years later, it's no coincidence that
Vihari batted through a torn hamstring to
help India save the Sydney Test and lay the
foundation of what is being called India’s
greatest comeback series win in Australia.

That aura-acquiring triumph didn’t hap-
pen overnight. Neither did its secret sauce —
the jaw-dropping bench strength that kept
replacing the broken bodies stretchered out.
Every X-ray scan of broken bones and disap-
pointment was seamlessly replaced by am-
bitious fresh faces, ready for their spine-tin-
gling tryst with history.

The blueprint for this feeder system was
drawn up over the years. Talent scouts in state
associations, national and junior selectors,
coaches of ‘A’ and U-19 teams, the national
team’s think tank, domestic cricket, and the
confidence-boosting IPL — together they
made up Indian cricket’s new ecosystem.

The BCCI's structure, which is democra-
tised, professionalised, and even if occasion-
ally compromised, came together to feed the
national team with talented players who
were mentally, physically, and skilfully ready
to take on the world.

“Ha ha, unnecessary credit, the boys de-
serve all the praise,” was Dravid’s reply when
The Sunday Express reached out to him. The
message, with a smiley and a thumbs-up,
wasn'’t just a typically modest one but an
honest one. To give credit to a few is a dis-
service to the rest, as the system is more than
the sum of its parts. It needed the dreams
and persuasion of parents and mentors, in-
sane levels of self-motivation from players,
some luck, and a lot of foresight — and it
needed a system to fall in place.

“How many people told you they had first
spotted Shubman Gill?” laughs WV Raman,
a former India player who has coached the
India A and U-19 teams, was the batting
coach at the National Cricket Academy (NCA),
and is currently with India Women’s team.
“But they are not lying!”

What Raman means is that in a country
as large as India, in a sport as coded in our
DNA as cricket, it would need multiple pairs
of talent-spotters to push a player through.

Jatin Paranjpe, whose four-year tenure as

—__-ﬁ

Mentored by Rahul Dravid, a generation of young cricketers have made a smooth transition to the senior side

national selector ended last November,
remembers a morning in Pune before a Test
match against South Africain end 2019. The
opener Gill, who is now seen as the next big
Indian batsman, was batting against the
fastest Indian thrower in the nets, Raghu, a
support-staff member who loves harassing
batsmen with his pace from the slinger-tool.

“So, Raghu bowls a pacy one, and Gill,
whois batting at centre square, pulls the ball,
which takes off at a low trajectory from his
bat and goes like an outswinger to hit the up-
per row seats at the Gahunje stadium. One
of my evaluation points is who plays Raghu
best, and until then, it had been Virat (Kohli).
Guess what, it was Gill after that session,”
says Paranjpe.

He recalls one of the many “jumbo”
meetings with all the stakeholders involved
ahead of a key series — Shastri and the team
management, Dravid and his coaches at A
and U-19, and the selectors — to “understand
what kind of culture the Indian team man-
agement wants to build”.

“Virat Kohli is a logical thinker, he comes
prepared with all numbers, so we need to be
prepared. As selectors, we need to know
what a certain player has done one year ago
and against which team. If you can convince
Virat, he agrees,” he adds.

The selectors listed players with poten-
tial — Priyank Panchal, Vihari and Avesh
Khan, to name a few — and each one of them
had to watch a player from the list over the
next one year. “We had to go and see that
player multiple times during the year. What
this does is, we get to see them in different
situations and different people are seeing
them. All these opinions converge, and the
best solution comes out of it,” says Paranjpe.

The individual experience of the selec-
tors kicks in at this point. Like was the case
with Vihari and Paranjpe.

“I have seen Vihari since his junior days.
I had gone to see one Mumbai vs Andhra
game in Ongol and he scored 160 runs. The
way he controls the game and the way he
leads, I called M S K Prasad and told him that

this guy is ready. He should play international
cricket,” Paranjpe says.

For each of the players, the journey from
boy to manhood is hastened by having what
is termed as shadow tours — before the
national team goes overseas, the A team is
sent to the same place.

Says Paranjpe, “Before such tours, the sup-
port staff of the Indian team, A team, U-19
team, selectors, and Dravid discuss which
bucket of players we want to concentrate on.
The performances in the Ranji Trophy matter
in the selection of the A team. Mayank
Agarwal and Vihari were

the order. I had seen him atlocal Tamil Nadu
league games and knew he is highly rated.
He has a batsman’s mind. He knew if he
played 100 balls, the match would turn. Only
abatsman can thinklike that,” Paranjpe says.
Aformer player,acoachand acommenta-
tor, who wishes to be anonymous, too had a
hand in spotting Sundar the bowler. He ran into
Sundar ataU-19 camp and asked him, “What
doyoudo, Waashi?”.He said, “Sir, I bat,and oc-
casionally bowl.” Already impressed with his
batting, the coach got him to bowl for a short
while and, at the end of it, told him, “From to-
day, afteryou finish your bat-

picked from there. The A The BCCI’s ting and fielding, hit the

teams have a great guy like structure came bowling nets.”

Dravid working with them,

from where they go to together to feed the T

someoneas goodas Shastti  9tional team with

in the national team. It's a Another Brisbane hero,

seamless transition.” talented players Who  shardul Thakur, too didn’t
Trained professional yyere mentally just emerge out of Palghar

eyes watch not only the . ’ one fine day to play for

India nets but all domestic phySICally, and India. Along with various

matches. The big pace find skilfully ready to opportunities provided by

of this Australia tour, his state association and IPL,

Mohammad Siraj, owes his take on the world he talks about the influence

place in the side to Indian

bowling coach Bharat Arun, who noticed him
atthe IPL nets in Hyderabad a few years ago.
Others too began noticing him. “During the
last trip to Australia, in end 2018, I remem-
ber we discussed him a lot in our selection
meetings,” Paranjpe says.

They couldn’t fit Siraj in then, but he
grabbed his chance this tour, displaying the
maturity to bowl to the team’s leg-trap plans,
reverse the ball when necessary, and even
call out racism — over and beyond what one
would expect from a debutant.

Washington Sundar, who went from
being a net bowler to a game changer in the
final Test at Brisbane, might have surprised
many, but he has been on the selectors’ radar,
even for Tests, since 2019 — both for his bowl-
ing and batting.

“He wasn'’t playing for Tamil Nadu state
team but we knew he could be lethal down

of India A on his growth.

“We play against those who are either in
contention for their spot in the national team
or even a few who have already made their
names internationally. In our team, we share
adressing room with the likes of Virat Kohli,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane, Shikhar
Dhawan, so the learning is huge,” Thakur tells
The Sunday Express.

It's the same for Vihari. “India A tours play
a huge part because the gap is reduced. Also
IPL... Rahul sir was the coach in many A tours.
Heis someone who doesn’t say alotand does
not ask me to make too many changes in tech-
nique. Instead, he has instilled discipline and
focused on the mental aspect of the game. So
those tours have helped me,” says Vihari.

“Dravid gave us a free hand,” says Thakur.
“He told us, ‘Make your own plan and play,
but stick to your plans’. He would also strictly
evaluate our performances after each game.

He would also ask us to rate our own
performances.”

Raman zooms in on a crucial element
brought in by Dravid. “He took out winning
and losing from these A and U-19 games. He
made it clear thatit’s about exposure, giving
a chance to all kids over a tour. So everyone
knew that they would be getting chances,
and could improve their games," he says.

The ways of training too changed, with
facilities available to the national team be-
ing made accessible to the juniors.

Abhay Sharma, a U-19 and A coach, says,
“When I give them throwdowns with the
slinger, I do so at 140-145 kmph. We would
push them to the limit to help narrow
the gap.”

Before Shastri, there was Anil Kumble,
who played avital role in laying the blueprint
for the present system. In July 2016, days af-
ter he took over as India’s coach, he called for
ameeting with all the stakeholders — selec-
tors, Dravid, NCA coaches, Test captain Kohli,
and ODI skipper M S Dhoni. The intent was to
streamline the feeder system by getting
everyone on the same page with respect to
long-term goals. Shastri and selectors have
continued from where he left off.

Paranjpe lists out his three key factors
behind the strength of the back-up players.
“First, the India A framework, second is Virat
Kohli setting an example in fitness. The third
is IPL. It makes players realise what cham-
pion players around the world are doing.”

Those outside the official system too do
their jobs. Like the personal coaches at the
grassroots. When Hardik Pandya sought to
hide under his sunglasses after a sleepless
night, after being sent back from the 2019 ODI
series against Australiaand New Zealand over
the Karan Johar show fiasco, it was his child-
hood coach Jitender Singh who pulled him
out of his home to start playing cricket again.

As a teenager, when Rishabh Pant’s runs
dried up, it was his coach Tarak Sinha who
helped him reassemble his technique. “It took
me nearly two years,Iwould getupat2.30am
to shadow practise what he taught me. And
just as he said, unknown to myself, it became
part of my muscle memory. People don't re-
alise the importance of a coach. I call him my
ustaad,” Pant once told this newspaper.

Once a youngster comes through state
trials and gets into the system at the U-14 or
U-16 level, the process takes over. Says
Raman, “From there on, there is a ladder to
climb and the kid can see it. How fast he or
she climbs s still up to them to an extent, but
at least a clarity of the path ahead is visible.
That's all that young players need at that
stage. The feeling that yes, this can be done.
That it's not an impossible dream.”

INPUTS FROMDEVENDRA PANDEY,
SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY,
VISHALMENON

New Delhi

THE BACKROOM

THE DECISION MAKERS

RAHUL DRAVID: As head coach,
National Cricket Academy, the Under-
19 and India A team coaches reported
to Dravid. Till a few months ago, he
also had 11 NCA coaches working
under him. Dravid’s role is to mentor
and monitor India’s talent pool. NCA
also ensures that young players who
getinjured stay in the system.
NATIONAL SELECTION COMMITTEE:
The five-member team, all former Test
players, pick the squad. At the start of
the season, they compile a list of 50
potential players for the national team
and travel around the country to
follow their progress.

RAVISHASTRI: Senior team coach, he
is assisted by the bowling, batting and
fielding coaches. Along with captain,
he takes a final call on the playing XI.

THE SYSTEM

M For most young cricketers, the
journey starts atalocal academy
under a coach, who is mostly a club or
afirst-class player. They next play at
clubs/district tournaments, where
state association selectors turn up to
pick state teams.

B Every year, state associations
conduct Under-14, Under-16,
Under-19, Under-23 and Ranji Trophy
selection trials before the annual
Board tournament.

M Junior national selectors keep a
watch on inter-state tournaments to
pick players for zonal camps. At this
stage, the NCA representatives enter
the system. They train cricketers at
these camps and share their
assessments with the selection
committees that pick Junior, India A
and senior teams.

THE JUNIORTEAMS

INDIAA

This is a team of players on the
threshold of the national team. Since
2015, out of the 99 players who have
played for India A, 53 have been
elevated to the senior team. In the last
three years, India A has played six tours
athome and seven abroad. Since ‘A’
teams of other countries are strong,
Indian players have faced the very best
before they go on to represent India.
Shubman Gill hasn’t yet played a Test
against South Africa, but he has
already faced their pace trio of Kagiso
Rabada, Lungi Ngidi and Anrich Nortje.
UNDER-19

Since 2016, six Under-19 players have
gone on to play for the senior side.
Besides, close to 100 players have
played first-class.

DEVENDRA PANDEY
N N
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I am not concerned with who
heard those “words”. That
person, I shall assume, was
lucky: he was in the right
place at the right time! I am
concerned about who uttered
those words. Why were the
words uttered in the presence
of a non-government person?
Were they uttered with the
intention of sharing
protected information?
‘While it was widely expected
that the defence forces will
retaliate to the Pulwama
attack, no body could have
imagined the “exact words
used” to describe the
intended retaliation

‘Exact words' is abetra

THE NAME of the TV channel is not ma-
terial. The name of the journalist is not
material. The accusations in respect of
some other matters against the channel
are not relevant for today’s column. What
are relevant and material are the deci-
sion-making process and the decisions
concerning national security taken at the
highest levels of the government.

The purpose of this column is not to
accuse or malign anyone. The purpose is
to ask a straightforward question: were
sensitive and protected decisions of the
government shared with anyone who
was not a part of the decision-making
process? A supplementary question is,
would some of those decisions fall under
“official secrets”?

BAD NEWS FOR
Z UCKERBERG

How these matters tumbled out of
the closet is a mystery. They are supposed
to be “chats” on WhatsApp. The owners
of WhatsApp have long claimed that all
conversations on WhatsApp are en-
crypted from end-to-end and no one has
access to those conversations. It was also
claimed that the owners do not have a
record of the conversations and cannot
share them with anyone. I do not know if
those claims are true, but there is grow-
ing doubt. Can conversations between
two individuals be hacked — that is, one
enters illegally and steals? I do not know
the answer to that question too, but there

is growing suspicion that such conversa-
tions can be hacked.

All this is bad news for Mr Mark
Zuckerberg, the owner of Facebook,
Instagram and WhatsApp, and among
the richest persons in the world.

Be that as it may, certain conversa-
tions between two individuals have be-
come public. To the best of my knowl-
edge, the published material (in printand
on the social media) has not been denied
by the individuals concerned. If it is de-
nied, that is the end of the matter as far
as this column is concerned; if it is not,
certain questions arise.

AN OFFICIAL SECRET

There was anattackonan Indian mil-
itary convoy at Pulwama on February 14,
2019. A conversation took place between
‘Journalist’ and ‘Other’ on February 23:

23-02-2019

10.31 pm: Journalist: On another note
something big will happen.

10.33 pm: Other: Am sure you will
and I strongly wish your success

10.34 pm: Other: For your success

10.36 pm: Journalist: No sir, Pakistan.
Something major will be done this time.

10.37 pm: Other: Its good for big man
in this season

He will sweep polls then

Strike?? Or Bigger

10.40 pm: Journalist: Bigger than a
normal strike. And also on the same time
something major on Kashmir. On Pakistan
the Govt is confident of striking in a way

that people will be elated.

Exact words used.

Theattackat Pulwamawasanactofter-
rorism and 40 solders were killed. The de-
fence forces were infuriated. It was believed
that Pakistan had recruited and trained the
person responsible for the attack. A retal-
iatory strike was expected. The “conversa-
tion” took place on February 23. Threedays
later, on February 26, Indian Air Force
planes struck at Balakot in Pakistan.

[ am not concerned with who heard
those “words”. That person, I shall assume,
was lucky: he wasin the right place at the
right time! [am concerned about who ut-
tered those words. Why were the words
uttered in the presence of a non-govern-
ment person? Were they uttered with the
intention of sharing protected informa-
tion? While it was widely expected that
the defence forces will retaliate to the
Pulwama attack, no body could have
imagined the “exact words used” to de-
scribe the intended retaliation. Obviously,
someone shared sensitive and protected
information. Who was that person?

Some decisions are Confidential, some
are Secret, some are Top Secret,and some
are ‘For Your Eyes Only’. A retaliatory strike
on a target in Pakistan would be FYEO.
am pretty certain that the decision-mak-
ing process as well as the decision in-
volved only the Prime Minister, the
Defence Minister, the NSA, the Army and
Air Force Chiefs and the Commander of
the Western Air Command. Even the
strike pilots would have been briefed only

hours before the strike, and quarantined

yal

until the launch. You may draw your con-
clusions on who used the “exact words”
and shared the protected information.

My worry is, was the information
shared with any one else who (perhaps
unknown to the source) may have beena
spy or informer of Pakistan? My second
worry is about the “Other” person in the
conversation. What was his security clas-
sification and did he share the informa-
tion with anyone?

DEATH VIGIL

The collateral damage caused by the
conversations was the reputation of the
late finance minister Arun Jaitley (may he
restin peace):

10-04-2019

12.45 pm: Other: Jaitley is their biggest
failure

Journalist: that I agree totally

Shockingly, there was a death vigil
over a very illman.

19-08-2019

10.08 am: Journalist: Jaitley stretch-
ing it. PMO does not know what to do. PM
leaving on Wednesday for France

10.09 am: Other: So has not died yet?

10.55 am: Journalist: Maintaining
him. Iexpect something by the evening. One
of my meetings in delhi this week gets
pushed because of this.

[ grieve for our country, our Armed
Forces and their secrets and, not the least,
for the family of Arun Jaitley who served
the BJP (and its predecessor, the Jan
Sangh) loyally since 1975.

A community, their voices
brushed under the carpet

Dalitality

RADHIKAKUMAR
KAUSHALPANWAR

WHEN THE rankings for the fifth edition of
the Swachh Survekshan were released in
August last year, one was struck by the
plethora of terms in use under the vernac-
ular nomenclature of Swachhata or cleanli-
ness. These include the Swachhata Samiksha
(cleanliness review), Swachhata Pakhwada
(cleanliness fortnight) and the Swachh
Survekshan. Yet, conspicuous by its absence
has been ‘Swachhkar Samay’, the term used
toidentify the community associated with
the task of cleanliness. The absence of the
Samaj is reflective of how the vernacular is
often selectively appropriated to build pop-
ular appeal.

The popular also calls on the personal
toserve the nation by participating in clean-
liness campaigns, as the slogan ‘Swachhata
hisewa hai(cleanliness s service) becomes
salient. Also, the careful leveraging of the
vernacular dovetails into the politics of cul-
tural nationalism. Indoing so, it changes the
frame of reference, leaving little opportu-
nity for the Swachhkarto be audible. So, the
narrative of an entire community — those
involved in the task of cleaning — finds no
mention in the official vocabulary.

But this does not mean that mention of
the Swachhkars has always been absent in
the mainstream discourse. The first refer-
ence toacommunity engaged in sanitation
works is traced to the British administra-
tioninIndia. Nicolas Jaoul, in his piece titled
‘Casting the Sweepers', argues that the colo-
nial administration leveraged caste net-
works to recruit members to perform “un-
touchable tasks” in urban areas; thereby
creating the category of the ‘sweeper’.

While many of the sub-castes that took
up sanitation work in the city were alsoen-
gaged in similar occupations in the village,
others such as the Dhanuk and Bansphod
joined the category of sweepers only after
they migrated to the cities. Hence, their in-
corporation into the urban work force
brought them within the fold of new cate-
gories of identification. While the British
adopted ‘modern’ ways of reorganising and
identifying the workforce, they simultane-
ously disregarded the demands for recogni-
tion as a separate community. This rejec-
tion was based on the argument that these
various sub-castes had common occupa-

tions, but for the purposes of official recog-
nition, they were expected to choose
amongst the established religions.

In fact, the sub-castes were aggressive-
ly courted by Hindu organisations in the
early twentieth century to declare their re-
ligion as Hinduism. Vijay Prashad writes in
Untouchable Freedom that the popularising
of Valmiki amongst untouchables was a
ploy meant to separate the ‘sweepers’ from
the leadership of the Dalits.

After Independence, naming and con-
solidation of the castes engaged in the task
of cleanliness gotembroiled in electoral pol-
itics as various political parties sought to
mobilise ex-untouchables castes. Howev-
er, as claimed by many sub-castes, the pa-
tronage extended to them in terms of gov-
ernment jobs as sweepers proved to be
detrimental in the long run. While other ex-
untouchable castes such as the Chamars
gained through education and occupational
diversification, those sub-castes engaged in
cleanliness were unable to gain social mobi-
lity. These attempts at casting an identity
for the ex-untouchable castes aggravated
differences amongst the sub-castes. Yet,
narratives and movements aimed at Dalit
emancipation have flourished parallel to
theimposition of these contrived identities.

The term Swachhkar Samajis said to in-
cludeall those sub-castes which dojobs such
assweeping, garbage collection and sanita-
tionwork. Collecting narratives from the ver-
nacular reveals the uncertain origins of the
term, though it is said to be in use since the
1990s. The purpose of the Swachhkar Samaj
istoform one umbrella organisation so that
various sub-castes may collectively mobilise
and assert their “constitutional rights”. Yet
the various sub-castes included within the
Samaj also claim to have distinct identities.

The Swachhkar Samaj faces a daunting
task as it attempts to cast the vernacular in
the vocabulary of the mainstream and yet
prevent its emancipatory vision frombeing
challenged and hijacked by administrative,
religious and electoral agendas of the dom-
inant classes, castes and leaders.

Kumar and Panwar teach at Motilal
Nehru College, University of Delhi.

Suraj Yengde, author of Caste Matters,
curates the fortnightly ‘Dalitality’ column
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Fireman’s diary: Of calls
at night, family’s Plan B

MANY YEARS ago, in the late hours of the
night, a fire broke out at a prominent sci-
ence college in Nagpur. With a hose pipe
inour hands, my colleague and I made our
way to the laboratory that was engulfed
in huge flames. As we got close, there was
an explosion and the room filled with
smoke. We were gasping for breath but
couldn’t find a way out. Finally, we de-
cided to lie down on the floor and use the
hose pipe to trace our way back to safety.

In the 28 years that I have been part
of the firefighters’ family, life-threaten-
ing incidents such as these, which re-
quire presence of mind, courage, intel-
ligence and patience, have been many.
Risks are a part of the job and it is a way
of life for us.

[ always wanted to join a profession
where [ would get to wear the uniform. At
20, after I failed to clear the exams for the
National Defence Academy, I gave up on
my dream of joining the defence forces.
Later, I appeared for another competitive
exam and got admission to the Sub Fire
Officers course at the National Fire Service
College. A year later, I joined a big petro-
chemicals firm, and worked there for 11
years. However, highly effective preven-
tive measures ensured thatindustrial ac-
cidents were rare at the firm. I was look-
ing for a challenge, and

After the Bhandara District Hospital fire in which 10 newborns were killed. PTI

Suddenly, the generator ran out of fuel and
the lamps went off. The crowd became
silent and almost immediately a faint
sound of someone in pain could be heard.
Within minutes, the girl was rescued alive.

Only a firefighter knows

tht is when the offer to My wife and daughters that relief,.that satisfac-
join  the  Nagpur h n diusted t tion of pulling people out
Municipal Corporation’s ave O'W adjusted to of the jaws of death.

(NMC) Fire Brigade as  the realities of my At times, firefighters

Assistant Station Officer
came up — a 24/7 job

profession. Every time I

face criticism over their
response time. What

to cater to not just fire gq outon a mission, my people don’t understand
exigencies but also wife says, “Youdon’t is that the teams have to
pther accidents. A new need to be too daring.” negotiate their way
journey began. through heavy traffic to

Over the years, 1 have When I return, my reach the accident spot,
found that rescuing a blackened face says my which is often milling
person trapped in fire : with anxious crowds.
sometimes becomes SFOI’y but anXler soon Other factors such as
moredifficultbecauseof ~ glves way to r elief paucity of staff and fire

the noise created by on-

lookers. I once experienced it when a two-
storey building had collapsed. We rescued
two people alive from under the debris
but couldn’t find a nine-year-old girl. It
was dark, and we had put up inflatable
lights which were drawing power from a
generator. The thrumming of the equip-
ment along with the noise created by the
crowd that had gathered made it very dif-
ficult to hear any cries for help from the
trapped girl and to trace her location.

tenders may also impact
response time. While Nagpur’s fire-
fighting facilities are adequate, the NMC
Fire Brigade routinely gets called for ac-
cidents outside the municipal limits,
across the Vidarbha region, where the
facilities may be found wanting.
Bhandara, for example — where 10
newborns died during a fire at the district
hospital on January 9 — has only one fire
tender and four contractual employees.
However, the team still managed to con-

trol the fire. Imagine if the already
stretched team had to respond to another
fire call simultaneously? What would
they have done?

A firefighter’s job also takes a toll on
his family life. Firstly, given the risks of the
job, no one wants to marry a firefighter.
My wife Archana and daughters, Maithili
and Sameera, have now adjusted to the
realities of my profession. Every time 1 go
out ona mission, my wife says, “You don't
need to be too daring.” As my daughters
grew up, they joined their mother in voic-
ing concern. At times, particularly in the
summer months, when fire incidents are
more frequent, the phone ringing at night
alarms them. When I return from the spot,
my blackened face tells them my story but
their anxieties soon give way to relief.

Even when we step out, my family has
aPlanBreadyin caselgetadistress call. It
upsets them, but they have become ac-
customed to this life. When I return, my
wife keeps water ready for my bath, lays
out my clothes, and serves us a sumptu-
ous meal. Things seem normal again, till
the next phone call.

Rajendra Uchake is the Chief Fire Officer
at Nagpur Municipal Corporation

Translated from Marathi by
Vivek Deshpande
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LEHERKALA

leherkala@qmail.com 7y

ON ONE of these bleak, foggy mornings that
make for reflection, my mother wondered
aloud how my life might have turned out if
we hadn’t moved from Bombay to Delhi
whenIwas a teenager. Not fundamentally
differently, I like to presume. I'd still be me.
But whenever I glance at a black and white
family photograph with a raging monsoon
seain the background, I feel a twinge of not
exactly regret, but longing, for a city that
could have been my home but is not.I know,
I merely exchanged one metro for another,
apretty lame example for randomness con-
sidering how people are tossed around by
twists in fate and fortune. However, the role
chance plays in our lives is under appreci-

The inescapable lure of Neverland

ated. There are overlapping possibilities but
no infallible map to serve as guide. Some
are destined for serendipity, others to be
trapped by circumstances — how the uni-
verse conspires to decide who ends up how
and where, remains an eternal mystery.
Take the utterly arbitrary case of a bus
conductor falsely implicated in a Delhi
school boy’s murder. The case, big news
three years ago, was trending again since
the CBI has filed a chargesheet against four
Gurgaon police officers for framing Ashok
Kumar. Accused of sodomy and brutally tor-
tured during his two-month incarceration,
Kumar can no longer work and needs
strong pain medication to get through the
day. His life took a shattering turn because
the alleged murderer, another student,
scared of his parents’ wrath at his poor ac-
ademic performance, was trying to get

Open Day cancelled.

Hypothetically, if Kumar had been a
conductor on any of the other 20 buses ex-
cept the one the victim travelled in, he
would not have even been an accused.
Happenstance placed him there and all it
took was a little bit of godforsaken luck to
permanently alter a future.

There are turning points in all our lives
when life could have been one thing but
turns out to be another. The human ten-
dency is to view the opportunities that
passed us by inamood of hazy dreaminess,
like great things might have happened if
onlywe had let them. Fortunately perhaps,
we dwell less on the calamities that could
justas easily have befallen us instead. “Into
this world we're thrown, like a dog without
abone. An actor out alone,” warned Jim
Morrison, in his somewhat creepy last song,

Riders on the storm, before unexpectedly dy-
ing. The truth is one simply cannot predict
where another fork in the road may have
led. Yet, we inhabit a state of wistful conjec-
ture on all the improbable possibles that
didn’t come to fruition. It's perfectly natu-
ral tolook back and contemplate where we
would be if situations had panned out dif-
ferently. But viewing our imagined selves
through rose-tinted glasses prevents us
from fully enjoying the lives we are living.
Ahistoric event like Covid has suddenly
given all of humanity endless hours to rumi-
nate over the frustrating gap between what
is, and what may have been. In an ideal
world, 2020 would have provoked huge
amounts of gratitude. And it did, albeit
briefly. It didn’t last because human beings
are selfish, unbridled narcissists whose
main preoccupations are themselves. It'sno

surprise that Kumar’s life, a Kafkaesque fog
of laughable evil, is effecting only in a vis-
ceral kind of way. The most captivating as-
pect of this case is that justice has been
served. Kumar has been absolved of a hor-
rific charge and his accusers identified, as
opposed to languishingin jail forever (anall
too possible alternate reality).

The most critical part of his haunting
narrative is that he went from poverty to
destitution through no fault of his, a deval-
ued social identity abruptly diminishing
whatever meagre prospects his two chil-
dren had. The explanation, if there is one,
lies outside the realm. But we may glean
from injustice the precarious nature of
things, maybe even appreciate the obsta-
cleswe avoided, on this strange and unpre-
dictableride.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films

New Delhi
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Listen to
the people

FOR THE first time since India first cele-
brated Republic Day on January 26, 1950,
there will be two parades in Delhi next
week. One will be the official parade to
which the only people invited now are
high officials and their friends and rela-
tions. The other is a parade that is being
organised by the people of our republic to
which no officials have been invited. It will
be a parade of tractors carrying angry
farmers and their families. It seeks not to
disrupt the official parade but to make the
point that the government has stopped
listening to the people. If this were not
true, why would the Modi government
insist on farm reforms that farmers so
deeply resent that they have camped on
the borders of Delhi for more than two
months? The unofficial parade may be
stopped from entering Delhi, but the
farmers have made their point.

There was a time in the early years of
our republic when ordinary people could
attend the official parade. As someone
who lived within walking distance of
Rajpath, Iremember well those cold, wet
January mornings when we would go ex-
tra early to get good seats on the green
wooden benches that lined both sides of
the parade route. Security was no prob-
lem so we would carry with us baskets
filled with food and hot beverages and
wait for what seemed like hours for the
parade to begin. It used to be a celebra-
tion in which ordinary people partici-
pated with joy and excitement. But, for
many years now, it has been a parade
which only VIPs can actually witness.
This makes the other parade next week
more interesting, even if it is stopped at
the last minute.

The farmers are trying to be heard and
the Prime Minister should listen. Last
week an India Today poll declared that
Narendra Modi is as popular as ever and
thatif an election were held today the rul-
ing National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
that he leads would get more than 300
seats. This could have more to do with the
dismal state of the Opposition, but that is
neither here nor there. Modi’s charisma,
according to this poll, remains as lustrous
as ever. So then why do we have this sec-
ond parade taking place at all? Why have
angry farmers been protesting on the bor-
ders of Delhi for more than two months?
Why is the government unable to per-
suade them that the farm laws it has
brought will be good for them? Why with
even the media firmly on his side has the
Prime Minister not been able to convince
the protesting farmers that their protest
iswrong?

Having mulled over these questions
long and hard, I have concluded that the
real reason for this apparent dichotomy is
that Modi’s government is being seen as
arrogant and contemptuous. When the
farmers began their siege on Delhi’s bor-
ders, the first reaction of senior ministers
was to charge them with being Khalistanis
and ‘anti-national’. Some BJP spokesmen
actually said on national television that
this was nothing but a continuation of the
Shaheen Bagh protest against the citizen-
shiplaws. In the case of that protest, it was
easy to spread conspiracy theories be-
cause the protesters were Muslims. In the
case of the farmers, it has not been easy
to get away with wild charges because
they responded angrily and often that it
is their sons, brothers and fathers who de-
fend India’s borders. Sikh farmers have
been more aggressive because of the sly
campaign the government has run that
seeks to create the impression that it is
only Sikh farmers who are angry about
the new laws.

The truth is that arrogance has been
the defining characteristic of Modi’s sec-
ond term as Prime Minister. Parliament
has been treated not (to use his own
words) as that ‘temple of democracy’ on
whose steps he bowed his head on his first
day there. But, as a vehicle to ram through
laws whether the people want them or
not. This was easy when it came to the ab-
rogation of Article 370 because most
Indians outside Kashmir approved totally.
It was with the changes to the citizenship
law that things started to get more com-
plicated. Modi’s ministers and his min-
ions on social media shrieked their heads
off that Indian Muslims would not find
their citizenship under threat, but they re-
mained unconvinced with good reason.
In more ways than one the Hindutva proj-
ect that has been launched in Modi's sec-
ond term has made it clear that Muslims
are second-class citizens.

Instead of trying to address their fears,
the response has been to pass ludicrous
love jihad laws in BJP-ruled states, whose
main purpose seems to be to jail Muslim
men who marry Hindu women. This is a
law that demeans women by denying
them the fundamental right to choose
who they marry, but somehow BJP chief
ministers do not see it this way. Could it
be because, in emulation of the Prime
Minister, they have decided that they
know best what is good for the people?
This contempt for their opinion is some-
thing the people have noticed, which is
why we have seen this spate of public
protests. An alternative Republic Day pa-
rade in Delhi next week could be the be-
ginning of something that bodes ill for
Modi unless he resolves to listen to the
voices of the people.
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CruDE WATCH

O1L FALLS ON CHINA’S COVID CASES

New York: Oil prices settled lower, weighed down by a build in US
crude inventories and worries that new pandemic restrictions in
China will curb fuel demand in the world’s biggest oil importer. Brent
crude futures fell 69 cents to settle at $5541 a barrel. REUTERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

RESERVE BANK OF INDIA STUDY

‘Rupee’s real value stable, showing
better external competitiveness’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY 23

THE REAL effective exchange rate
(REER) of the rupee has remained
around the benchmark (base year
value of 100) for most part of the
last 15 years, reflecting India’s bet-
ter external competitiveness, a
Reserve Bank of India study said.

Inflation differentials be-
tween India and its major trading
partners have declined and sta-
bilised since the adoption of flex-
ible inflation targeting (FIT)
framework, boding well for
India’s external competitiveness,
the RBI paper said.

Going forward, large capital in-
flows unless fully absorbed
through current account deficit
and/or mopped up as foreign ex-
change reserves can cause appre-

SECTOR WATCH
FUEL

ciation of the rupee and poten-
tially undermine the export com-
petitiveness, the RBI paper said.
“In such a milieu, focus on price
stability under the flexible infla-
tion targeting regime should re-
maina policy priority to offset the
erosion in external competitive-
ness which may emanate from
appreciation of the rupee innom-
inalterms,” it said.

Given the fact that the global
trade environment is undergoing
a shift, it is important that the
nominal effective exchange rate
(NEER) and real effective ex-
change rate (REER) basket of the
rupee is reviewed regularly, the
RBI paper said.Inthe case of India,
therelative importance of trading
partners has shifted mainly to-
wards emerging markets and de-
veloping economies (EMDEs)
since 2004-05.The NEERisanin-

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

PETROL AND diesel prices in
the country on Saturday
touched new all-time highs af-
terrates were increased for the
fourth time this week.

Petrol and diesel prices
were hiked by 25 paise per
litre each, according toa price
notification from oil market-
ing companies. This took the
petrol price in Delhi to Rs
85.70 per litre and in Mumbai
to Rs 92.28. Diesel rate
climbed to Rs 75.88 a litre in
the national capital and to Rs
82.66 per litre in Mumbai, the
price data showed.

This is the second consec-
utive day of rate increase and
the fourth this week. In all
prices have gone upbyRe 1 per
litre this week.

Fuel prices, which vary
from state to state depending
on local sales tax or VAT, are
now at record highs in the
country, prompting cries fora
cut in excise duty to ease the
burden on consumers.

Oil Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan earlier this week
blamed Saudi oil output cut
for the surge in oil prices but
remained non-committal on
tax cuts.

Top oil explorer Saudi
Arabia has pledged additional
voluntary output cuts of 1 mil-
lion barrels per day in February
and March, which has led to
price climbing to most since
the pandemic broke out.

State-owned fuel retailers
— Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
(I0C), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) — had

Oil on the boil: Post
4th hike this week,

petrol, diesel prices
touch all-time high

A petrol pump in Karad,
Maharashtra, Saturday. P11

on January 6 resumed daily
price revision after nearly a
month-long hiatus.

Since then, rates have gone
up by Rs 1.99 a litre on petrol
andRs 2.01 in case of diesel.

This comes after interna-
tional oil prices firmed up on
hopes of demand returning
from the rollout of coronavirus
vaccinesindifferent countries,
including India.

Prior to the current highs
triggered by the price hikes this
month, fuel prices had last
touched record high on
October4,2018.

At that time the govern-
ment had cut excise duty on
petrol and diesel by Rs 1.50 per
litre in a bid to ease inflation-
ary pressure and boost con-
sumer confidence.
Alongside, state-owned fuel
retailers cut prices by another
Re 1 a litre, which they re-
couped later.

This time, there are no in-
dications of aduty cut sofar.

Petrol and diesel prices are
revised onadaily basisin line
with benchmark interna-
tional price and foreign ex-
change rates.

— BRIEFLY —

Banon Chinese
appstoremain

New Delhi: The government
has sent notices to Chinese
apps, including Tiktok, that
the order to block them will
be continued. The notice has
beenissued by the Ministry
of Electronics and IT.

Davos summit
tobegin today

New Delhi/Davos: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
be among the world leaders
who will participate in the
six-day online Davos
Agenda Summit of the
World Economic Forum, be-
ginning Sunday. PTI

Valuation
@ akeyissue

Theissue relating to un-
der/overvaluation of cur-
rencies has been at the
core of several global
trade disputes.

dexof the weighted average of bi-
lateral exchange rates of home
currency vis-a-vis currencies of
trading partners, with weights de-
rived fromtheir shares in the trade
basket of the home currency. A
REER is the NEER adjusted by rel-
ative prices or costs, typically cap-
tured in inflation differentials be-
tween the home economy and
trading partners.

Taking cognisance of these
factors, the broad basket of NEER/
REER indices of the rupee has
been expanded from 36 to40 cur-
rencies and rebased to 2015-16,
the RBIstudy said. The new REER,
onaverage, was 0.8 per centabove
its base year level during 2016-17
to 2019-20, a period coinciding
withmoderate inflation observed
since the adoption of FIT frame-
work. This implies that the infla-
tion differentials between India
and its trading partners were less
of aconcern for former’s external
competitiveness under FIT
regime, the paper said.

The new REER indices (both
trade- and export-weighted),
which have remained around the
benchmark(i.e., base year value of
100), show a modest apprecia-
tion/higher depreciation relative
totheold series during November

2015 to May 2019.

Infact, theissuerelating toun-
der/overvaluation of currencies
has been at the core of several
global trade disputes. The
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) uses REER models (along
with current account model) to
make external balance assess-
ments for individual economies
and produce multilaterally consis-
tent estimates for the current ac-
count and real exchange rate
norms and gaps, the RBI said.

Effective exchange rates (EERs)
serve as a gauge for assessing the
fair value of a currency, the exter-
nal competitiveness of an econ-
omy and even serve as guideposts
for setting monetary and financial
conditions. An EER is a summary
indicator of movements of the
home currency againstabasket of
currencies of trading partners.

‘Securitisation volume
crosses 326,000 cr in Q3’

Securitisation volume crossed Rs 26,000 crore in December
quarter as more originators entered the market and MFs
started investing in new issuances, says a Crisil Ratings report

Around¥48,000cr

Total volume for the first nine
months of this fiscal, still way
behind FY 2018 (around Rs
60,000 crore), FY 2019 (nearRs
145,000 crore) and FY2020
(close toRs 152,000 crore)

Traction in securitisation volumes will however be dependent on continued improvement
in collection efficiency and stabilisation of the business environment for NBFCs

Volume in the October-
December quarter was higher than
the cumulative Rs 22,000 crore
loggedin the first half

Disbursement activity at
non-banking financial companies
(NBFCs) has resumed in sync with
the uptick in economic activity

63%

of volume securitised thisfiscal
hasbeenthroughthedirect

assignment (DA)route, including
thoseunder
thegovemment-sponsored
Partial Credit Guarantee scheme

Stability in pool collectionsin
the post-moratorium period has
been a sign of confidencein
securitisation forinvestors

Mutual funds have joined
banks, insurance companies, and
high net-worthindividuals
(HNIs) asinvestorsin
securitisation transactions,
albeit gradually

Issuance of innovative
structured products, suchas
replenishing securitisations and
covered bonds, crossed

2 per cent of the transaction
volumein the third quarter,
indicating greater

acceptance by the

market, especially HNIs

Source: Crisil
Ratings/PTI

Targeted through false
propaganda: Adani Group

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 23

UNDERSCORING THAT ithasare-
sponsibility toits shareholdersand
the local and international finan-
cial institutions, the Adani Group
said it has been “targeted through
false propaganda” on numerous
occasions. The company said this
inanote titled “An Open Letter on
the need to act against false prop-
aganda impacting our sharehold-
ers”, posted on Twitter Saturday.
“Wereachoutacross many re-
mote parts of the country and we
are proud that we are a source of
directand indirect employment to
hundreds of thousands of people....
Oursixlisted companies have con-
sistently delivered exceptional
gainstoour shareholders. We have
aresponsibility tothemand thelo-
cal and international financial in-

stitutions that have demonstrated
faith and invested in the Adani
Group,” the Ahmedabad-based
group said.

“...0Nn numerous occasions,
Adani Group has been targeted
through false propaganda. We
have also been a victim of manu-
factured online media campaigns
aimed at spreading malicious lies
about our operations and inflict-
ing harm to our shareholders,” it
added, without referring to any
particular allegation.

Last week, BJP’s Member of
Parliament Subramanian Swamy
called Adani a “trapeze artist”
and said his group owed Rs 4.5
lakh crore as NPA to banks, an al-
legation that the group denied
saying it has never defaulted on
any bank loan.

Earlier this month, The Indian
Express reported that red flags
raised by the Department of

Economic Affairs and NITI Aayog,
with the tender conditions of the
2019round of airport privatisation,
were brushed aside by the Public
Private Partnership Appraisal
Committee (PPPAC), and that this
effectively paved the way for Adani
Group towin therights tooperate,
manage and develop all six air-
ports that were being privatised.
This newspaper also reported
thatgiven the unprecedented con-
centration of power in at least
seven core sectors in corporate
India, from pharma and telecom
to airports and ports, the
Competition Commission of India
has launched a set of detailed in-
vestigations on the market dy-
namics of each sector. This in-
cludes a review of the model
concession agreements in key in-
frastructure sectors like airports,
ports and electricity, in which the
Adani Group is amajor player.

PAPERLESS BUDGET: A NEW NORMAL

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of State for Finance Anurag Thakur
(third from left) and senior officials of the Finance Ministry participated in the symbolic
'Halwa Ceremony' in North Block, New Delhi, on Saturday. P11

W This will be the first time since independence
that the papers will not be physically printed.
They will be distributed electronically to MPs.

B The FM also launched the ‘Union Budget
Mobile App’ for hassle-free access of Budget
documents by MPs and the general public.

INTERVIEW: MD & CEO, CANARA HSBC ORIENTAL BANK OF COMMERCE LIFE INSURANCE

‘Awareness post Covid high,
but no surge in biz as several
sectors are facing challenges’

AS ECONOMY has started recov-
ering, insurance companies
have seen a rise in demand.
ANUJ MATHUR, MD & CEO,
Canara HSBC Oriental Bank of
Commerce Life Insurance, told
SANDEEP SINGH that while
awareness has increased because
of the Covid pandemic, it may not
translateintoanimmediate surge
in demand as several sectors are
still under stress and affordability
has been hit. He further said that
he expects that the Irdai’s Saral
Bima Yojana will be a success and
its simplicity will attract people.
Edited excerpts:

Howdoyousee
business recovery?

It is recovering. While panic
buyingis not there now, people are
buying because of higher aware-
ness.Weare also seeing good trac-
tion for investment products, too,
as the interest rates have gone
down and there are few options
available for the longterm thatare
offering good return. People are re-
alisingthata5-5.5 per cent tax-free
return over a period of time is at-
tractive in current times and so
they are looking at them.

Did the pandemic help
enhance awareness levels
andrise in business?

The awareness s high but that
may not translate intoimmediate
surge inbusiness as several sectors
including MSMEs are still im-
pacted and people have seen de-
cline in their income levels. It will
take some time for restoration. So,
while awareness has gone up, peo-
ple should have free cash flows to
buy and it will rise with improve-
ment in affordability.

Irdai came up with Saral Bima
Yojana. What role will it play?

Asofnow, the productsare not
available and almost all insurance
companies are waiting forregula-
tory approval tolaunch their prod-
ucts and we expect it to come
soon. Itslaunch date was January 1,
but the regulator had some queries
and observations.

There are several reasons that

Anuj Mathur

could make it a success. Like PM
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, itis a
pure protection product. While the
amount is capped at Rs 2 lakh in
case of PMJJY, if someone s looking
at Rs 20-25 lakh cover then this
will come very handy. It will be a
fully underwritten product so the
application will be followed by
some requirements including
medical. I think that the simplicity
of the product will attract people.

Is there any pressure because
of pandemic claims?

Claims have gone up, but not
exponentially and are not alarm-
ing. Claims are now goingdownin
line with declineinnew casesand
mortality.

How doyou see the interest
rate movement for India?

Fortunately, the country that
we are in, there is a great oppor-
tunity. Itis consumption-led and
I don’t think there will be a situ-
ation where businesses would
not need capital. So, | don’t think
we will ever get into a scenario
where the interest rate will be
zero or 1. As manufacturing ac-
tivity rises, demand for funds will
also go up.

Though interest rates in India
have come down by 3-4 percent-
age points over the last five years,
they have not gone below sub-5

levels. While it is very difficult to
predict rates beyond 2-3 years, but
I don’t think over the next 3-5
years the interest rates will go
sub-5 per cent.

How doyou see retirement
asatheme for future? And
with rates going down,
how could itimpact?

[ am very bullish on pension
and thatis one market thatI think
would explode. Longevity is in-
creasing it is a key reason for re-
tirement products going up.
Interest rates going down will also
help. As longevity rises, people
will have to save more as port-re-
tirement life may be equal to the
working life. I think the need for
annuities will go up.

[ don’t think we will get im-
pacted as we do a very close asset
liability management. Asaninsur-
ance company we can invest for
really long term and if you take a
30 years term plan, we can invest
for that long. Also, from time to
time the products are repriced in
line with interest rate movement
and we also hedge our positions.

How has consumer
behaviour changed?

The new model is digital but
physical also plays an important
role. They want to talk to an advi-
sor and understand as insurance
productsareabit complicated. The
phygital mode is now going to play
a dominant role because several
things need to be explained and
face to face or voice interaction is
required.

Onegood aspectis that people
have got used todigital modes and
while online channels existed, the
penetration was low and it is ris-
ing now.

Whatwouldyou like toseein
the Budget from economy’s
point of view?

While the government has
helped inboosting consumption,
we expect to see some steps in
the Budget, too, so that it lifts de-
mand. Infrastructure spending
will be key as that provides mass
employment.

Biden, citing ‘economic nnperatlve orders faster relief cheques

NANDITABOSE
&DOINACHIACU
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 23

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden has or-
dered the faster issuance of pan-
demic stimulus cheques to needy
families and increased food aid for
children who normally rely on
school meals, an effort to ease
Americans’ burdens while
Congress negotiates over his pro-
posed $1.9 trillion economic stim-
ulus package.

In the opening days of his ad-
ministration, Biden is emphasis-
ing that the government must
tackle the coronavirus crisis with
urgency after his predecessor
Donald Trump largely played it
down. More than 400,000
Americans have died from the

virus and millions of jobs have
been lost.

“It's notjust to meet the moral
obligation,” Biden said in remarks
at a White House event to sign
two executive orders. “This is an
economic imperative.”

Biden said his stimulus pack-
age to address the economic ef-
fects of the pandemic has support
from business, labor, Wall Street
and Main Street.

“Alot of America is hurting.
Thevirusis surging. .. Families are
going hungry. People are atrisk of
being evicted. Job losses are
mounting again. We need to act.
No matter how you look at it, we
need toact,” Biden said.

Republican lawmakers have
questioned the price tag on pan-
demic aid and a separate invest-
ment proposal for infrastructure,

US President Joe Biden signs executive orders on the economy
as Vice President Kamala Harris looks on. AP/PTI

green energy projects, education
and research.

Earlier on Friday, White House
National Economic Council direc-

tor Brian Deese said he would
speak with lawmakers on Sunday
to push for relief.

“We're at a precarious mo-
ment for the virus and the econ-
omy. Without decisive action, we
risk falling into a very serious eco-
nomic hole, even more serious
than the crisis we find ourselves
in,” Deese said.

Biden’s actions were notasub-
stitute for legislative relief, Deese
said, with about 16 million people
now receiving some type of un-
employment benefit and an esti-
mated 29 millionwhodonot have
enoughtoeat.

Amajor pillar of the Biden plan
is greatly increasing the number
of people who are being vacci-
nated against the novel coron-
avirus. In December, Biden set a
goal of 100 million vaccinationsin

New Delhi

his first 100 days in office and on
Friday he spoke of exceeding that
number. “We're going to, God
willing, not only do 100 million,
we’re going do more than that,”
he said.

The US Centers for Disease
Control said it had administered
19.1 million doses of the vaccine
as of Friday. Women, minorities
and low-income service workers
have been disproportionately
hurt, with Black and Hispanic
workers facing higher jobless rates
than white workers.

In an early test of whether
Republicans might support
Democrat Biden'’s plans for coro-
navirus relief, infrastructure in-
vestment and tax increases, the
US Senate Finance Committee
voted unanimously on Friday to
approve Janet Yellen, Biden's

choice for Treasury Secretary,
paving the way for her confirma-
tion by the full chamber. Biden’s
hopes for speedy action on his leg-
islative agenda and Cabinet ap-
pointments are complicated by
the expected trial of Trumpin the
Senate as early as next week and
bipartisan squabbling over opera-
tions in an evenly split Senate.

Inanexecutive orderon Friday,
Biden asked the Treasury
Department to consider taking
steps to expand and improve de-
livery of stimulus cheques such as
by establishing online tools for
claiming payments. Unem-
ployment benefits are largely ad-
ministered by the states, which set
their own eligibility requirements,
and it was unclear how the federal
agency would put this directive
into effect. REUTERS
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MEANWHILE
WINNING TICKET FOR $1BN JACKPOT SOLD IN MICHIGAN

A single winning ticket for a Mega Millions lottery jackpot of $1.05 billion, the third-largest lotteryjackpot in
US history, was sold at a supermarket in a suburb of Detroit, Michigan, lottery organisers said on Saturday:
The holder of the winning ticket, which would have cost $2 to buy; had yet to contact the lottery as of
Saturday morning. The jackpot grew over four months after 36 previous draws produced no winner:
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The truck in which 39
people were found
dead. Reuters file

BRITAIN
Smugglers get
long jail terms
forroleindeath
of 39 migrants

FOUR SMUGGLERS con-
victed of killing 39 people
from Vietnamwhodied in
the back of a container
truck as it was shipped to
England were sentenced
Friday to between 13 and
27yearsin prison. The vic-
tims, ages 15 to 44, were
found in October 2019 in-
side a refrigerated con-
tainer that had travelled by
ferry from Belgium to the
eastern English port of
Purfleet. The migrants had
paid smugglers thousands
of dollars to take them on
risky journeys to what
they hoped would be bet-
ter lives abroad. Instead,
they died by suffocationin
theairtight container. NYT

ITALY

TikTok told to
block users after
10-year-old dies

THE ITALIAN data privacy
watchdog ordered video
app TikTok on Friday to
block the accounts of any
users in Italy whose age it
could not verify following
the death of a 10-year-old
girlwho had been using the
Chinese-owned app. The
ruling came after a girl died
of asphyxiation in Palermo,
Sicily, in a case that has
shocked Italy. Her parents
said she had been partici-
pating in a so-called black-
out challenge on TikTok,
putting a belt around her
neckand holding her breath
while recording herself on
her phone. REUTERS

FRANCE
Passengerson
public transport
urged not to talk
tocurb Covid

PASSENGERS ON public
transport systems should
avoid talking to one an-
other or on the phone in
order to minimise the risk
of spreading coronavirus,
the French National
Academy of Medecine
said. “The mandatory
wearing of masks on pub-
lic transport, where social
distancing is not possible,
should by accompanied by
one very simple precau-
tion: avoid talking and
making phone calls,” the
academy said in a state-
ment. “It is not an obliga-
tion, it is a recommenda-
tion,” Patrick Berche, a
member of the academy,
said on BFM TV. REUTERS
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HONG KONG LOCKS DOWN THOUSANDS: Health workers inside a locked down portion of the Jordan residential area in
Hong Kong on Saturday. Hong Kong’s government locked down an area of Kowloon peninsula after an outbreak of the novel
coronavirus, saying 10,000 residents must stay home until they have been tested and the results largely determined. The first
such measure the city has taken since the pandemic began has occurred in the densely populated neighbourhoods of Jordan
that is home to many subdivided flats in which the virus could spread more easily. Reuters

WHO says Pfizer deal could allow poor
countries to start vaccinating in February

EMMA FARGE &
MATTHIAS BLAMONT
GENEVA, JANUARY 23

THE WORLD Health
Organisation said on Friday it had
reached an agreement with
Pfizer/BioNTech for 40 million
doses of its Covid-19 vaccine and
should be able to start delivering
vaccines to poor and lower-mid-
dle income countries next month
under its COVAX programime.
The COVAX scheme, led by the

Pfizer’s vaccine is so far
the only one with WHO
emergency approval

WHO and the GAVI vaccine al-
liance, signed deals for hundreds
of millions of doses to vaccinate
people in poor and lower-middle
income countries, but vaccina-
tions have yet to start. Pfizer's vac-
cineis so far the only one that has
WHO emergency approval.

“In this world we are as pro-
tected as our neighbour,” said
Pfizer’s CEO Albert Bourla, offi-
cially announcing the deal which
Reuters reported on Thursday.

Bourla said the 40 million
doses, a fraction of the com-
pany’s total 2021 production es-
timate of 2 billion, would be sold
on a non-profit basis. He de-
scribed itas aninitial agreement,
and said more doses could be
provided through the COVAX
programme in future.

The deal comes amid grow-

Taiwan reports large incursion by
Chinese Air Force, deploys missiles

REUTERS
TAIPEI, JANUARY 23

EIGHT CHINESE bomber planes
and four fighter jets entered the
southwestern corner of Taiwan’s
air defence identification zone
on Saturday, and Taiwan'’s Air
Force deployed missiles to
“monitor” the incursion, the is-
land’s Defence Ministry said.

China, which claims Taiwan as
its own territory, has conducted
almost daily flights over the wa-
ters between the southern part of
Taiwan and the Taiwan-con-
trolled Pratas Islands in the South
China Seain recent months.

However they have generally
consisted of just one or two re-
connaissance aircraft.

The presence of so many
Chinese combat aircraft on this

Beijing: Police in the Chinese city
of Kunming shot dead a knife-
wielding man who attacked
seven people outside a middle
school before holding a boy
hostage. One of the injured died
later, China Daily reported.

The 56-year-old man, sur-
named Wang, targeted the
school in Wuhua district’s
Kunming city on Friday.

HOSTAGE TAKER KILLED IN CHINA SCHOOL ATTACK

Footage released by police
showed the middle-aged man
was shotinthe head by a sniper
as he held a knife to the neck of
the child he had taken hostage.

After he was killed by
snipers, the boy, who ap-
peared to be unharmed, stood
up and ran as dozens of police
rushed in. The attacker’s mo-
tive was unknown. PTI

mission — Taiwan said it was
made up of eight nuclear-capa-
ble H-6K bombers and four J-16
fighter jets — is unusual.

A map provided by Taiwan’s
Defence Ministry showed thatthe
Chinese aircraft, which also in-
cluded a Y-8 anti-submarine air-

craft, flew over the same waters
where the most recent Chinese
missions have been taking place
near the Pratas Islands.

Taiwan'’s Air Force warned
away the Chinese aircraft and
deployed missiles to monitor
them, the ministry added.

ing criticism of vaccine inequity
as wealthy countries inoculate
millions of people using shots
procured through bilateral deals.
WHO Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said the
new agreement with Pfizer should
allow vaccinations to begin in
February for health workers, but
details of supply arrangements are
still being finalised. He said he
hoped the deal would prompt
other nations to donate more of
their Pfizer doses to support roll-
out, like Norway has. REUTERS

India Club in UK
raising funds to
fight closure threat

London: The historicIndia Clubin
London, a hub for Indian nation-
alists during the Indian independ-
ence movementin the 1930sand
"40s, has launched a crowdfund-
ing drive to raise legal costs for a
fight to prevent its closure.

The venue, which had won a
battle to prevent its demolition a
few years ago, has been served a
notice by landlords to make way
for amore modernised hotel.

The proprietors launched a
“Save India Club” online appeal
this week, which has already
raised over £4,300 on the UK’s
Crowdfunder platform.

“As anIndo-British institution
which has survived for over halfa
century, this is a tragedy. It is also
particularly painful as it comes at
atime whenwe have worked tire-
lessly to survive the pandemic,”
said Phiroza Marker, the manager
of India Club. PTI

2,000 held at Russian protests backing Navalny

GABRIELLE TETRAULT-
FARBER &

ANDREW OSBORN
MOSCOW, JANUARY 23

POLICE DETAINED over 2,000
people and used force to break up
rallies across Russia on Saturday
astens of thousands of protesters
ignored extreme cold and police
warnings to demand the release
of Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny.
Navalny had called on his
supporters to protest after being
arrested last weekend as he re-
turned to Russia from Germany
for the first time since being poi-
soned with a nerve agent he says

Police detain a man during a protest in Moscow Saturday. AP

was slipped to him by state se-
curity agents in August.
The authorities had warned

people to stay away from
Saturday’s protests, saying they
risked catching Covid-19 as well

as prosecution and possible jail
time for attending an unautho-
rised event.

But protesters defied the ban
and, in at least one case in tem-
peratures below -50 Celsius,
turned outin force. Leonid Volkov,
a Navalny ally, called on them to
do the same next weekend to try
to free Navalny from what he
called “the clutches of his killers”.

In central Moscow, where
Reuters reporters estimated at
least 40,000 people had gath-
ered in one of the biggest unau-
thorised rallies for years, police
were seen roughly detaining
people, bundling them into
nearby vans. REUTERS

In Senate deal, Trump
impeachment trial
put off until early Feb

Delay to give time for chamber to focus on Biden agenda

DAVID MORGAN &
RICHARD COWAN
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 23

THE LEADERS of the US Senate
agreed on Friday to push back
former President Donald
Trump’s impeachment trial by
two weeks, giving the chamber
more time to focus on President
Joe Biden’s legislative agenda
and Cabinet nominees before
turning to the contentious
showdown over Trump.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer,a Democrat, said the trial
is set to begin during the week of
Monday February 8, an arrange-
ment praised by the chamber’s top
Republican, Mitch McConnell.

The House of Representatives
is due to formally deliver to the
Senate on Monday the impeach-
ment charge accusing Trump of
inciting an insurrection, a move
that ordinarily would have trig-
gered the beginning of the trial
within a day. The charge stems
from Trump’s incendiary speech
tosupporters before they stormed
the Capitol on Jan. 6 in arampage
that delayed the formal congres-
sional certification of Biden's elec-
tion victory and left five people
dead, including a police officer.

Schumer said the new time-
line will allow the Senate to
move quickly on key Biden ap-
pointees and other tasks while
giving House lawmakers who
will prosecute the case and
Trump’s team more time to pre-
pare for the trial.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (left), a Democrat,
said the trial is set to begin during the week of Monday
February 8, an arrangement praised by the chamber’s top
Republican, Mitch McConnell (right). Reuters

“During that period, the
Senate will continue to do other
business for the American peo-
ple, such as Cabinet nominations
and the Covid relief bill which
would provide relief for millions
of Americans who are suffering
during this pandemic,” Schumer
said on the Senate floor.

The timeline was a compro-
mise after McConnell had asked
the Democratic-led House to de-
lay sending the charge until next
Thursday, and called on Schumer
to postpone the trial until mid-
February to give Trump more
time to prepare a defence.

Doug Andres, a spokesman
for McConnell, said the senator
was pleased Democrats had
given Trump’s defense more
time, and laid out a timeline that
could have the trial begin as soon
as February 9. “This is a win for
due process and fairness,”
Andres said. REUTERS

Biden admin will

review deal with the
Taliban; White House

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 23

THE UNITED States will review
the peace agreement reached
with the Taliban last year, White
House national security adviser
Jake Sullivan told his Afghan
counterpart in a phone call on
Friday, according to a White
House statement.

Under a February 2020 deal
between the US and the Taliban,
USforces are toleave Afghanistan
by May 2021 in exchange for
counter-terrorism guarantees.
Last week the number of US
troops in Afghanistan went down
to 2,500, the lowest level of
American forces there since 2001.

But violence levels in
Afghanistan have surged, has-
tening international calls for a
ceasefire between the Afghan
government and the Taliban.

Sullivan told Afghan national
security adviser Hamdullah
Mohib that the review would as-
sess “whether the Taliban was liv-
ing up to its commitments to cut
ties with terrorist groups, to re-
duceviolence in Afghanistan,and
to engage in meaningful negotia-
tions with the Afghan govern-
mentand other stakeholders,” the
statement said. Sullivan under-
scored that the USwill support the
peace process with “a robust and
regional diplomatic effort”.

US President Joe Biden at
White House on Friday. AP

Peace talks
@ stalling

EXPLAINED

THE BIDEN administration’s
move to review the US-
Taliban deal comes ata time
when the militant group and
the Afghan government are
holding peace talks in Doha.
However, the talks have so
far not produced any major
breakthroughs, with both
sides blaming each other for
the lack of progress.
Moreover, attacks by the
Taliban and other groups
have continued at a high fre-
quency in Afghanistan. In
this context, the position
taken by the new US govern-
ment regarding its agree-
ment with the Taliban will
be crucial to where the peace
process goes from this stage.

FrROM PRESIDENTS AND PUNDITS TO SWINDLERS AND UFO ‘EXPERTS’, HE HAS INTERVIEWED AROUND 50,000 PEOPLE

Larry King, breezy interviewer of the famous and infamous, dies at 87

ROBERT D MCFADDEN
JANUARY 23

LARRY KING, who shot the
breeze with presidents and psy-
chics, movie stars and malefac-
tors —anyone with a story to tell
or a pitch to make — in a half-
century on radio and television,
including 25 years as the host of
CNN'’s globally popular “Larry
King Live”, died on Saturday in
Los Angeles. He was 87.

Ora Media, which King co-
founded in 2012, confirmed the
death in a statement posted on
King’s own Twitter account and

said he had died at Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center.

The statement did not specify
acause of death, but King had re-
cently been treated for Covid-19.
In 2019, he was hospitalised for
chest pains and said he had also
suffered a stroke.

A son of European immi-
grants who grew up in Brooklyn
and never went to college, King
began asa local radio interviewer
and sportscasterin Floridain the
1950s and ’60s, rose to promi-
nence with an all-night coast-to-
coast radio call-in show starting
in 1978, and from 1985 to 2010
anchored CNN’s highest-rated,

longest-running programme,
reaching millions across America
and around the world.

With the folksy personality of
a Bensonhurst schmoozer, King
interviewed an estimated 50,000
people of every imaginable per-
suasion and claim to fame —
every president since Richard
Nixon, world leaders, royalty, re-
ligious and business figures,
crime and disaster victims, pun-
dits, swindlers, “experts” on UFOs
and paranormal phenomena, and
untold hosts of idiosyncratic and
insomniac telephone callers.

King might have made a fas-
cinating guest on his own show:

Larry King on the set of his CNN interview programme,
“Larry King Live”, which ran for 25 years. NYT

the delivery boy who became one
of America’s most famous TV and
radio personalities, a newspaper
columnist, the author of numer-
ous books and a performer in
dozens of movies and television
shows, mostly as himself.

His personal life was the stuff
of supermarket tabloids — mar-
ried eight times to seven
women; a chronic gambler who
declared bankruptcy twice; ar-
rested on a fraud charge that de-
railed his career for years; and a
bundle of contradictions who
never quite got over his own suc-
cess but gushed, star-struck, over
other celebrities, exclaiming,

New Delhi

“Great!” “Terrific!” “Gee whiz!”

He made no claim to being a
journalist, although his show
sometimes made news, as when
Ross Perot announced his presi-
dential candidacy there in 1992.
And he was not confrontational;
herarely asked anyone, let alone
a politician or policy maker, a
tough or technical question, pre-
ferring gentle prods to get guests
to say interesting things about
themselves.

To former President Nixon:
“When you drive by the
Watergate, do you feel weird?”

To former President Ronald
Reagan: “Isit, for you, frustrating

Biden orders
assessment of
domestic
extremism risk

Washignton: President Joe Biden
has directed his administration
to conduct a full assessment of
therisk of domestic terrorismin
the wake of the attack on the US
Capitol by supporters of former
President Donald Trump, the
White House said on Friday.

The assessment will be car-
ried out by the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence
incoordination with the FBIand
Department of Homeland
Security, White House spokes-
woman Jen Psaki said.

“We want fact-based analy-
sis, upon which we can shape
policy,” Psaki told reporters.

Psaki said that, in addition to
the threat assessment, the White
House would build out capability
within its National Security
Council to counter domestic vio-
lent extremism, including a pol-
icy review on how the federal gov-
ernment can share information
about the threatbetter. REUTERS

More heads roll
at US-funded
international
broadcasters

Washington: The heads of three
federally funded international
broadcasters were abruptly fired
late Friday as the Biden adminis-
tration completed a house-clean-
ing of Donald Trump-appointees
atthe US Agency for Global Media.

Two officials familiar with
the changes said the acting chief
of the USAGM summarily dis-
missed the directors of Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Radio
Free Asia and the Middle East
Broadcasting Networks just a
month after they had been
named to the posts.

The changes came a day after
thedirector of the Voice of America
and his deputy were removed and
the chief of the Office of Cuba
Broadcasting stepped down. The
firings follow the forced resigna-
tion of former President Donald
Trump’s handpicked choice tolead
USAGM only two hours after Joe
Biden took office on Wednesday.

Trump’s USAGM chief
Michael Pack had been accused
by Democrats and others of try-
ing to turn VOA and its sister net-
works into pro-Trump propa-
ganda machines. AP

to not remember something?”

To Donald Trump, when he
was still best known as areal es-
tate mogul: “Does it have to be
buildings?”

He bragged that he almost
never prepared for an interview.
If his guest was an author promot-
ing a book, he did not read it but
asked simply, “What's it about?”
or “Why did you write this?”

Nor did he pose as an intel-
lectual. He salted his talk with
“ain’t”, and “the” sounded like
“da”. To a public sceptical of ex-
perts, he seemed refreshingly
average: just a curious guy ask-
ing questions impulsively. NYT
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Place:- Karnal

Authorized Officer, Canara Bank
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Sangeeta W/o Dinesh Kumar
R/0.H.No0.249, Delta-l,Greater
Noida-201308,have changed
my Name,from Sangeetato
Sangeeta Rani for all,future
Purposes. 0040561153-2

1, Hav (Retd) Ram Das Ghosh(P.P.O.-
S/024240/99), R/o-ARTILLERY,
amended my daughter’s name from
Pinki Kumari to Pinky Yadav.

0130018692-1

I,hitherto known as Anirudh
Gupta,S/o0 Anil Gupta,Residing
at,60,G/F,Sector-4,Type-2,Raja
Bazar,DIZ Area,Gole
Market,Delhi-110001,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Anirudh
Kr. Gupta. 0040561168-4

I, Abhishek S/o Gopal Prasad Rai
R/0-T-510, F-15H,Gali.No-4,
Baljeet-Nagar, New Delhi-
110008 have changed my name
to Abhishek Rai for all future
purposes. 0040561141-1

I, Ankit s/o Ram Tanejar/o-
11/534 Kalyan Nagar Sonipat
have changed my name to
Ankit Taneja for all purposes.

0040561171-5

I,Baboo lal s/o Lalu Ram,R/0
180-c pkt-c Mayurvihar ph-
2,delhi-91,have changed my
name to Babu lal forever.

0040561163-1

I, Chanderlekha w/o Harish
kumar chauhan r/0 228 U/G/F,
Block-B, Mohan Garden, Uttam
Nagar Delhi-110059 have
changed my name from
Chanderlekhato Chander
Lekha Chauhan for future
purpose 0040561149-1

I, Devinder Singh s/o Surjeet
Singhr/o D-13/150, Sector-7,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
changed my name to
DAVINDER SINGH. 0040561150-1

L,hitherto known as Sourabh,S/o
Rajveer Singh,Residing at
H.No.-1115,Saraswati-Vihar,
Naipura,Loni-
Dehat,Ghaziabad,U.P.-
201102,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Neetu Kumar. 0040561168-3

l,Usha Kiran,W/o Bharat
Bhushan Sachar R/o.Flat.No-C-
603,Plot.No-9, Upkari
Apartment,CGHS LTD,Sector-
12, Dwarka,Delhi have changed
my name to Usha Kiran
Sachar. 0040561163-9

l,Sahar Fatima,D/o-Mr Urujul
Hasan,R/0 A-2/4,M.S. Flats
Peshwa Road,New Delhi-
110001,have changed my name
to Sakeena for all future
purposes. 0040561171-6

EDUCATIONAL

National Central council of
Vocational Training invited
application for start Training
and Study Centre
www.nccvt.in
Mob.7499647774/ 9823647194

0090280356-1

MATRIMONIAL

1,SUNITA GOIL W/0o-Anil Kumar
Goel R/0-26B,HIG
Complex,Swarnim Vihar,Sec-
82,Noida,Dist.-Gautam-Budh
Nagar,UP-201304,have
changed my name to SUNITA
GOEL, for all purposes.

0040561176-2

I,Rajesh kumar,S/o Manohar lal
R/0 F64 radheypurikrishna
Nagar Delhi-51,have changed
my name to Rajesh Arora
forever. 0040561163-2

1,SATISH KUMAR S/0
RAMESHWAR DASS R/0
430,DEEPALI,PITAMPURA,DELHI
-110034.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAMETO SATISH GUPTA.FOR
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040561163-6

I,SANJAY KUMAR SINHA,S/0
DINESH PRASAD,R/0-117-
A,SHYAM-ENCLAVE,STREET
NO-6, NEAR-ADARSH PUBLIC-
SCHOOL,DEENPUR,NAJAFGARH
,SOUTH/WEST DELHI,DELHI-
110043,have changed my name
to SANJAY SINHA. 0040561163-8

I, Iliyas S/o Ismail R/0.F-64,C-
3/64,Sector-40,Noida,
G.B.Nagar,U.P.,have changed
my name,to Mohammad lliyas
forall,future purposes.

0040561153-3

I, Manpreet W/o-Sanjeev Menon
R/0-BA-12D, First-Floor, DDA-
Flats, Opposite Udipi
Restaurent, Munirka, Delhi-
110067,have changed my name
to Manpreet Menon.

0040561171-4

I,KAMLESH KUMARI W/0 SATISH
GUPTAR/O-
430,DEEPALI,PITAMPURA,DELHI
-110034.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAMETO KAMLESH GUPTA.FOR
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040561163-7

I, NEELI MITTAL, W/O VIVEK
MITTAL, R/0-DELL-A-301, HRC-
PROFESSIONAL
HUB,1/2,VAIBHAV-KHAND,
INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIABAD,
U.P-201014, changed my name
to NEELU MITTAL. 0040561171-1

I, Nazneen W/0.Mohd. Anees
R/0-376,Shahzada Bagh,
Phase-1, Inderlok, Delhi-
110035,have changed my
name,to Nazneen Begum.
Nazneen and Nazneen Begum
isone and the same person.

0040561153-1

I, Paruvakkat Sanjeev
Menon,S/o0-Chakkanath
Panamketty Madhavan
Nair,R/0-BA-12D, First-Floor,
DDA-Flats, Opposite Udipi
Restaurent,Munirka, Delhi-
110067,have changed my name
to Sanjeev Menon

0040561171-3

I, Rahul, S/0 Sh. Narinder Kumar
Chopra, R/0 C-006, Assotech
The Nest, Crossing Republik,
Ghaziabad-201016 has
changed my name to Rahul
Chopraforall purposes.

0070728468-1

I, Ranbir Singh Ahluwalia, S/o
Amarjeet Singh, R/0 45-46 GF,
Pocket-2 Sector-25 Rohini, New
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Ranbir Singh for all
purposes

0070728469-1

I,ABDUL WARIS S/O-LATE ABDUL
HAFEEZ ANSARI,R/O-C-
1192,GALI.NO.13/5,MARKAZ
ISLAHE-KHAWATEEN
CHAUHAN-BANGER,DELHI-
110053,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME,FROM ABDUL WARIS TO
ABDUL WARIS ANSARI,FORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040561168-2

L,ANIL GOEL S/0-Ram Kumar
Goel R/0-26B,HIG
Complex,Swarnim Vihar,Sec-
82,Noida,Dist.-Gautam Budh
Nagar,UP-201304,have
changed my name to ANIL
KUMAR GOEL, for all purposes.

0040561176-1

Itis for general information,that
1,Jose James,S/o OUSEPH
CHACKO,R/0-Malithara,
Kannady P.O.
Champakkulam,Kannady,
Alappuzha,Kerala-
688504,declare that name of
my father,has been wrongly-
written,as CHACKO in my
passport.The actual name of
my father,is OUSEPH
CHACKO,which may be
amended.

0040561168-6

Itis for general information that
1, Rupita Gupta D/O Rupesh
GuptaR/0 1708-M, Regalia
Heights, Shipra Sun City,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201014 do solemnly
declare that | have changed my
name from Khushi Guptato
Rupita Gupta. The records may
be now amended accordingly.
Itis certified that | have
complied with other legal
requirements in this
connection.

0010121364-1

I,Rahul Kumar Wadera,S/0 Sunil
Kumar,R/0 R-252b,first-
Floor,Mohan Garden,Uttam-
Nagar,New-Delhi-110059,Have
Changed my Name to Rahul
Kumar. 0040561168-5

I,Parmeshwar Prasad,S/o0 Ram
Lutawan R/0-WB-
143E,Gali.No.6,Shakarpur,East
Delhi,Delhi-110092,have
changed my nameto
Parmeshwar Prasad Jaiswal.

0040561163-3

I,PHAGUNI LAL,W/O SAHIL
KAPILA, R/0-M-8,GREATER-
KAILASH,PART-2,
SOUTH/DELHI,DELHI
110048.Changed my nameto
PHAGUNI NILESH LAL.

0040561171-2

1,NISHA VERMA W/0 Mr.
Madhurendra Prasad Verma
R/0 Flat no.903, Tower
5,Civitech Florencia Park
Sapphire,Ramprastha Greens,
Vaishali, Sector 7, Ghaziabad-
201010, have changed my
name to NISHA DEVI forall
future purposes. 0040561134-8

I, MANJEET SINGH KOCHER S/O
SOHAN SINGH R/0O FA-07,2nd-
FLOOR, MANSAROVAR
GARDEN,RAMESH-
NAGAR,DELHI-
110015.CHANGED MY NAME TO
MANJEET SINGH. 0040561163-5

1,GITA TOMAR W/0O SANJEEV
MALIKR/O HNO.B-71-
72,NANHEY
PARK,GALINO.8,UTTAM
NAGAR,DELHI-
110059.CHANGED MY NAME TO
GEETA MALIK. 0040561163-4

I,Davinder Singh Saini S/o-
Narata Singh R/0-S-
221/84A,Street No-5,Vishnu
Garden,New-Delhi-110018,have
changed my name to Davinder
Singh. 0040561176-3

I,Balvinder Kaur Saini,W/o-
Davinder Singh R/0-S-
221/84A,Street No-5,Vishnu
Garden,New-Delhi-110018,have
changed my name to Balvinder
Kaur. 0040561176-4

I,Ambekash Kumar,S/o Prem
Chand,R/o0 Namdev-
Kunj,Gali.No.-5,Nala Patri-Nai
Abadi-Mohlla Pansariyan-
Block Shamli,U.P.-247776,have
changed my name to
Ambikesh Kumar. 0040561168-1

SIKH/PUNJABI

Sikh saini handsome 26-8-1992,
5’-10” M.Tech Employed MNC
Noida Salary 9 LPA Mobile -
62807-72324

0020416791-1

OTHERS

Suitable manglik match for Ad-
Dharmi SC for smart & fair
complexioned girl 1992
born/5’-3”ht. Btech(ece)
Masters from Canada. Working
with reputed firmin Canada
B.C. Family Mohali based father
Gazetted officerin punjab.Boy
preferred PR or citizen of
Canada with equivalent
qualifications 8557005906

0050174300-1

Suitable match for October 1993
born high-status Garg girl.
Slim, 5’3”, healthy lifestyle,
holds M.com. from SD College,
Chandigarh and master’sin
finance from University of
Edinburgh, Scotland. Preferred
well settled industrious/ high
status business Boy in the Tri-
city.9463301713,
gpranav7l@gmail.com
<mailto:gpranav7i@gmail.co
m>.

0050174197-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known that My Client Sanjay
Kumar Singh S/o Shri Ram Mehar
Singh Rlo A-1, Ashok Hotel Officer
Flats 50-B Chanakyapuri New Delhi
110021, allottee of DDA SFS
Category-Il, Flat No.4, 1st Floor,
Pocket 1, Sector 5, Dwarka New Delhi
has applied for conversion of the
aforesaid flat from leasehold to
freehold vide Request ID 2554 dated
30.01.2009 DDA. Three original
documents of the above flat i.e.
Allocation Letter, Possession Letter,
and NOC for electricity and water
connection have been lost. An online
FIR against this effect has been filed in
the police station. Any persons
claiming any right, interest, having any
objection or is found in possession of
original documents, may write or
contact with the above named person
atthe above address / Ph 8800896544
within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice. The person
claiming any right, interest, objections
with respect to this property can
personally inform / write to the Dy.
Director (SFS) or Director (H)-I, D-
Block, 3rd Floor, Vikas Sadan, INA,
New Delhi-110023.

DUSHYANT K. MAHANT (Advocate)
Enrol. No. D/1184/200

MAHANT & MAHANT, Advocates
Chamber No. 358, Chamber Block
Deh High Court, New Delhi-3

09899 996 299

E-mail: dushyant@mahant.co

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients Mr.
Ram Pravesh Sharma S/o Sh. D. R.
Sharma and Mrs. Bindu Sharma
W/o Mr. Ram Pravesh Sharma both
R/o H.No.542, Sec-28, Faridabad have|
severed all their ties with their son|

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to public at large that my clients
Sh. Anoop Kaushik S/o. Late Sh. Jage Ram
& Smt. Ramrati W/o. Sh. Anoop Kaushik
both R/o. Khasra no. 1/24/3, Kamalpur
Majra, Near Janta Medical Store, Nathupura
Road, Village Burari, Delhi-110084 have
severed their relationships with their son Sh.
Mupnar @ Babbal, and completely debarred
and disowned him from all their moveable
and immoveable properties and other things
of benefits because of bad treatment meted
out to my aforesaid clients by him. If
anybody deals with him they will do so at
their own risk, cost and consequences for
which my aforesaid clients shall not be
responsible in any manner.
Sd/-
(AKHIL TYAGI) Advocate
Ch. No. 345, Western Wing,
Tis hazari Courts, Delhi-11054

Co

Da

KWA-JB-GL-6-909-2020-21

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY e-Tender Notice

Tender No: T No.145/2020-21/SE/Q Providing Functional Household Tap Connections,
Distribution networks in Zone IIB, Zone IV A and Zone IV B, Laying 200mm DI
Transmission main, Construction and Commissioning of 3LL GLSR at Eranoor,

mpound Wall, Approach road and Maintenance of Existing tank at Vettkkavala

Panchayaths in Kollam Distrct EMD:Rs. 500000/-Tenderfee:Rs.15000+2700 (18% GST —
It will be paid by the contractor on reverse charge basis while filing his returns).Last

te for submitting Tender:15-02-2021 02:00:pm  .Phone: 0474-2745293

Website:www.kwa.kerala.gov.in,www.eternders.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer
PHCircle, Kollam

WPSIDA mgﬁmmsﬂﬁﬂmﬁﬁmwﬁaﬂm

wrItaT ai¥s yeas (Rrfer), e faet aRatsmr

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client Shri
Ganesh Prasad S/o Late Sh. Ram Awadh
and his wife Smt. Saroj Jaiswal W/o
Ganesh Prasad both resident of H.no. B-
36/A, Block-C, Gali No. 0 (Zero), 40 Feet
Road, Badarpur Extension, Near
Badarpur Police Station, Badarpur, Delhi-
110044 have severed all relations with
their son namely Mr. Manish Jaiswal aged
30 years and his wife Rama Bisht, aged
31 years W/o Manish Jaiswal and have
disowned & disinherited them from all
their movable and immovable properties
due to Manish Jaiswal and his wife Rama
Bisht unruly and gruesome behaviour and
their threat to false implication of entire
family of my clients. Whosoever deals
with Mr. Manish Jaiswal or his wife Rama
Bisht in any manner, shall do so at his/her
own risk & consequences and my client
shall not be held liable for that.
Sd/- Dilip Kumar Arya
Advocate
Enrol. No. D-1382/2003
Chamber No. 60, Western Wings,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054.
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Victor
E-TENDER

ia Park, Meerut
INVITING NOTICE

PVVNL-MT/MM/24/20-21

For detailed information please log

9412207451”

TR 742 & 23.01.2021

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD):- Rs. 3,70,
Last Date of tender submission & Time:-
Date of tender opening (Part-Ist & lind) & Time:- 24.02.2021 at 5:00 PM

Open tenders are invited through e-tendering for supply of following
Material 500 Nos. 11/0.4 KV 63 KVA distribution transformers, against tender specification no.

000.00
24.02.2021 at 2:00 PM

Note:- In case of any amendment in tender specification or date of extension, the same shall

be uploaded on e-tender website www.etender.up.nic.in and www.pvvnl.org
on www.pvvnl.org & E-Tendering website
www.etender.up.nic.in till the date of submission of bids, Superintending Engineer (MM-I)
“Help line Number For Information of Theft of Electricity:

Superintending Engineer (M

For Managing Director

“1800-180-3002 (Meerut), &

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd,

Sd-
M-1)

ELCOT CIN No. U2

DRPORA U U

A

7209TN1977SGC007291

TENDER NOTICE
ELCOT invites e-Tenders towards Empanelment of Software Developers.

ELCOT

0 ittty

Tender No.

ELCOT/EG/626/0T/Empanel-Software
Developer/2020-21

Earnest Money Deposit

Refer Tender document

Pre-Bid Meeting 01

.02.2021 @ 03.00 PM

Tender Submission Due
date and Time

15.02.2021 @ 03.00 PM

Tender Opening Date & Time

15.02.2021 @ 04.00 PM

PUBLIC NOTICE

“Notice is given to the General Public at large
that my Clients Shri Dewakar Arora aged 62
years son of Shri Ved Parkash Arora and
Smt. Sunita Arora aged 56 years wife of Shri
Dewakar Arora both residents of 20/4, 2nd
floor, Block-20, Old Rajinder Nagar, Delhi-
110060 disown their son Tanuj Arora son of
Dewakar Arora and daughter in law Ms. Neha
Arora wife of Shri Tanuj Arora from all their
Movable and Immovable Properties, assets
whatsoever and wheresoever and severed all
their relations with them. If anybody wants to
deal with them he/she may do so at his own
risk and cost and my clients shall not be
responsible for their act in any manner
whatsoever.”
Sd/-
K.K. MALHOTRA (Advocate)
Ch. No. C-95, C.L. Joseph Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd.

(A Govt. of Kerala Undertaking)

HM M I (An 180 9001, IS0 14001, OHSAS 18001 & SA 8000 Certified Company) E@I

Wil Sankaramangalam, Chavara, E=N gL
Kollam-691 5%3 Kerala, India Bz
Ph: +91 476 2651215 to 2561 217 CINU1409KL197236C002399

Fax: 91 0476 2680101, 2686721 E-mail: contact@kmml.com, URL www.kmml.com

TENDER NOTICE

Competitive Tenders are invited for following. For more details
please visit the E-tendering portal https://etenders.kerala.gov.in or
www.kmml.com

No. Tender ID

ltems

1.

2021_KMML_406443.1{For the supply of S Pipe

PUBLIC NOTICE

“Public at large is hereby
informed that my clients are
intending to purchase a
residential built-up Property
No.C-1/57, at ASHOK VIHAR,
Phase-Il, Delhi belonging to (1)
Shri Vipin Chhokra (2) Shri
Sachin Chhokra and (3) Shri
Manveen Chhokra sons of Shri
Vijay Kumar all residents of DP-
21, Maurya Enclave, Pitam
Pura, Delhi-110088. It is stated
by the aforesaid owners that
they are the sole and absolute
owners of the said property and
the same is free from all sorts of
encumbrances. Any body
holding any right, title, interest
or claim of any nature
whatsoever with the aforesaid
property may contact the
undersigned within 10 days
from the date of the present
publication, failing which my
clients shall purchase the said
property free from all sorts of
encumbrances, charges and
liens etc. and no claim will be
entertainable thereafter.”
Sd/-
(KANHAIYA AGRAWAL)
Advocate
Office: RU-352,
Pitam Pura, Delhi-110088
Mobile: 9810041930, 9873531819

2.

2021_KMML_406054_1|For the supply of Crude Tickle transfer pump

Chavara 24.01.2021

Sd/- DGM (Mtls) For The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd

Our products: Titanium Dioxide, Titanitum Tetra Chloride, Nano Titanium, Titanium Sponge

Roc.N0.6209/2018/S1

T OF TAMIL NADU

VELLORE CORPORATION

Corporation Office, Vellore

SHORT RE-TENDER NOTICE Date : 22.01.2021

The Commissioner, Vellore Corporation invites tenders in two cover system for the

following works as per the conditions laid down in the tender notice published in website

https://tntenders.gov.in.
S. Name of the work Estimate Cost EMD Period for
|iNo. (Smart City Mission) Rs.in Lakhs | CostRs. |Completion
1 | Implementation of System Integrated
Command and Control Centre at Vellore | 1025.30 |10,25,300/- | 6-Months
Corporation under Smart Cities Mission

tender notice published in website
https:/itntenders.gov.in or from Vellore
Corporation Office, Engineering section

and other details

during working hours on working days.

For contact : 0416 - 2220578

DIPR/484/TENDER/2021

Commissioner, Vellore Corporation

DIPR/488/TENDER/2021

The Tender document may be freely downloaded from our websites,
for further details visit our website :
http:/lwww.elcot.in/tender.php & http://lwww.tenders.tn.gov.in

Managing Director, ELCOT

https:/itntenders.gov.in,

Tender Reference:

— —
GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

Tamil Nadu Road Sector Project - II, ICERS Cell (Loan No.8499-IN)

IN-TNRSP-SDC-RSIW-1-RFB

Invitation for Bid
National Competitive Bidding (Through e-Procurement)

inthe website.

more details)

DIPR/490/TENDER/2021 Ph.:

1. The Superintending Engineer (H), ICERS Cell on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu invites
bids for “Road Safety Improvement Works in Safe Demonstration Corridor (SDC 01):
Uthiramerur - Kanchipuram Road SH 118A (km 0/000 - 26/400) and
Chennai-Ponnerikarai— Kanchipuram Road MDR 66 (km 70/400 - 74/800)”.

2.The bid document will be available online from 25.01.2021 at 15.00 hours (IST) and should

be submitted online in the website www.tntenders.gov.in
3.Kindly refer the Request for Bids (RFB) uploaded as part of Bid Document
in www.tntenders.gov.in for details. Any clarification and amendment will only be published

4.0Online Pre bid meeting will be held on 03.02.2021 at 11.30 hours (IST) (Refer RFB for

5. Deadline for online submission of Bids : on or before 15.00 hours (IST) on 24.02.2021
6. Date of online Bid opening :at 15.30 hours (IST) on 24.02.2021

Superintending Engineer (H), ICERS Cell,

Olo the Director General, Highways Department,
HRS Campus, Sardar Patel Road, Guindy, Chennai — 600 025.

+91-44 -22351066 E-mail: tnicerscell@gmail.com

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or

2 | Pre-Bid Conference 25.01.2021 at 11.00am at damage incurred as a result of
The Chamber of City Engineer Vellore Corporation. transactions with companies,
3 | Date and time and venue of Tender | 05.02.2021 Friday 3.00 pm at associations or individuals
Vellore Corporation advertising in its newspapers
4| Date, Time and Venue of opening | 05.02.2021 Friday 3.30pm at or Publications. We therefore
Vellore Corporation Office recimmend that readers
5 [ Tender document availability Other Details can be obtained from the make necessary Inquiries

before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

| “IMPORTANT"

CORRIGENDUM

WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD

The cost of EMD of Tender No. DRM-

ADI-210-2020-21 & DRM-ADI-
211/2020-21 of Engineering
Department has been modified may
please be treat as under: Sr. No.1.
Tender No.: DRM-ADI-210-2020-21
Description: EMD Cost Rs. Previous
value: 374000.00 Modified value:
0.00 Sr. No.2. Tender No.: DRM-ADI-
211-2020-21 Description: EMD Cost
Rs. Previous value: 404600.00
Modified value: 0.00. All other terms
and condition of above tender Notice
remain unchanged. ADI-202

Like us: & www.facebook.com/WesternRly

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Itis to inform to the public at large that
Mrs. Babli acquired Plot No. 103, land
measuring 100 Sq. Yds., Khasra No.
9(2-7), Patel Nagar, Bahadury arh
Haryana, vide ransfer Dee
02.06.2016 executed by Mrs. Dhanpatl
and Original Sale certificate dated
15.04.2008 is lost in original and Mrs.
Babli is the undisputed owner of said
property yet . OR Any person / firm /
institution / company having any claim
or right in respect of the said Property
by way of inheritance, share, sale,
agreement, lease, license, gift,
possession, legal heirs, partners or
encumbrance howsoever or otherwise
is hereby required to intimate in writing
to the undersigned within 07 days from
the date of publication of this notice of
hisfher/their share or claim, if any, with
all supportin
mentioned address. After expiration of
notice period, the claims, if any, of such
person shall be treated null and void
and also treated as waived and not
binding on our client.

Ajay Kumar Giri - Advocate
H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikram Vihar,
Lajpat Nagar4. New Delhi 110024

documents at below

PUBLIC NOTICE
That my client Sh. Ram
Kumar Pawar S/o Shri Ram
Pawar R/o W-191, Pawar
Chowk, PVC Market, (Near Sai
Mandir), Paschim Vihar, Delhi in
sound deposing mind and
without any pressure state that
he is the absolute and the only
rightful owner of the Shop W-
91, Jwalapuri, Delhi. He says
that he wants to categorically
exclude his son, namely
Satyanand @ Dabbu, his wife
Raj Rani, and his grandsons
Jitendra, and Praveen from any
sharellnterest/rlghtlmle in
ble property as stated
as he does not shares cordial
relationship with all of them.

ARPIT BATRA (Advocate)
C-360, LGF, Defence Colony,
New Delhi-110024

Konark Sharma & have
thelr son Konark Sharma from all their|

LOST & FOUND

I,Sanjay Parashar S/o Raghu
Nath R/0-C-3/057B Keshav
Puram Delhi,have Lost my
Original Leae and Conveyance
Deed of Shop.no.5, Ansari
Market Darayaganj, Delhi.If
any found kindly contact
above-9999962499.

0040561171-9

Lost Original Perpetual Lease
Deed of Plot-No.D-2/39,Rewari
Line Industrial-Area, Mayapuri
Ph-11,New Delhi-110018. Sunil
Kumar S/0.Ved Prakash Gupta.
LR.N0O.63073/2021. Founder
inform atabove address or
Ph.9873163549.  0040561141-3

1,DEEPAK S/0 Raghu Raj
singh,R/0 J-95 st.no-3,hari-
nagar extn.Jaitpur Badarpur
Delhi-44,have lost my original-
certificate class-10th year-
2015 Rollno-8164567 CBSE-
DELHI. 0040561168-8

LANKIT S/0-Hari shanker
Dubey,R/0-J-345/c jaitpur-
Badarpur,DELHI-44,have lost
my original-certificate class-
10th year-2015 Rollno-8164517
CBSE-DELHI. 0040561168-9

PROPERTY

Semi-Furnished Building
Available For Medical College
Near Deva Road Chinhat,
Lucknow, U.P.-226028. Ph.
9415085490.

0060079289-1

and ble properties.
Any person dealing with Konark
Sharma in future shall be doing so at|
his/her own risk and responsibility]
and my clients shall not be
responsible / liable for any such
dealing in any manner whatsoever.
------ RUCHI GUPTA (Advocate)------
Ch.No.495,South Wing,Sec-12, Distt.
& Session Courts, Faridabad-121007

PUBLIC NOTICE

1 JESNY VERMA daughter of
RAJAN THOMAS EX. Wife of
MAHESH VERMA resident of
Qtr. No-001, Type-4, Block-
A, Lok Sabha S.E.R.C,
Sector-2, R.K Puram, New
Delhi-110022 Declare that |
got divorce from my husband
vide Court Decree no. R.C.S
NO. 842A/2017  dated
15.03.2019 Further | have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as JESNY
RAJAN.

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Itis to inform fo the public at large that
rs. Neelam Ty Gvag\ acquired Property
3ear|ng No. Zd in Koc -E, measunn
s.
3anchshee| o\ony (Chlplyana Buj ur)
Dadri, Gautam Budh N Ogar vide Sale
Deed dt. 29-08-2008 and Original Sale
Deed dated 20-01-2006 executed in
avour of Mrs. Sunita Devi is lost and
rs. Neelam Tyagi is the undls ut
owner of said property yet .
ﬁerson | firm [ insfitution / compan
avmg al &/ claim or rlght in respect of
he said Property by way of
nheritance, share, sale, ‘agreement
ease, license, gift, possession, lega
heirs, partners or encumbrance
howsoever or otherwise is hereby
required to intimate in writing to the
undersi Tgned within 07 days from the
date of publication of this notice of
hisfher/their share or claim, if any, with
all' supporting documents at below
mentioned address. After expiration of
notice period, the claims, if any, of such
person shall'be treated null and void
and also treated as waived and not
binding on ourchen
y Kumar Giri - Advocate
H.No. 26/161 Basement Vikram Vihar,
Lajpat Nagar4 New Delhi 110024

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY client Sh.Niel Mani Puri S/o
Lt. Sh. Phulel Shah Puri R/o C-
2A/12, Janak Puri, New Delhi-
110058, Disinherited/Disowned/
Deberred his son Sh. Abhishek
Puri and his wife Smt. Madhu
Puri, from his all movable &
Immovable Properties/Assest
and he shall not responsible for
any matter regarding them and
he has not any type of relation
with them.
Sd/ B.B.N.DEO ,ADVOCATE
S.R.lind, B.COMPLUS, Janak
Puri, New Delhi-110058

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the general public at large on
behalf of my clients Sh. Lokesh Gupta S/o
Late Shri Omprakash and Smt. Sapna Gupta
W/o Sh. Lokesh Gupta, Both R/o AL-36,
Shalimar Bagh Delhi-110088, that my
aforesaid client have disowned, Severed
there all kind of relation with Sh. Nitin Gupta
and his wife namely Smt. Nidhi Gupta and
their son Taksh Gupta, all residents of AK-68,
SECOND FLOOR, SHALIMAR BAGH DELHI
110088 because they are out of control of my
above said clients. In case anybody deal with
them, he/shefthey shall do the same at
his/her/their  own risks, costs and
consequences and my above named clients
shall not be responsible for the same in any
manner whatsoever in nature.

Sd/-
NEERAJ GUPTA
(Advocate)
KD-113, Pitam Pura, Delhi-34
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WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION

ELECTRONIC OPEN TENDER
SMM (DL) SBI on behalf of the President
of the India invites following electronic
open tenders for supply of materials : Sr.
No. : 1, Tender No. : 72-21-5008, Brief
Description of material : Sub Assembly
of Traction motor Airduct, Qty. : 500 Nos.,
Date & time of E-tender box closing :
10/02/2021 11:00 hrs. Regarding detailed
tender notice containing purchase
restrictions and detailed tender
conditions, please visit website
www.ireps.gov.in. Manual offers will not
be considered. ADI-199

Like us: B www.facebook.com/WesternRly

TENDER NOTICE No.
79/2021 dt. 22.01.2021

AT TSR H, SATNE, TIYT

TR, fedie 21/01/2021

el sHieh, Were-19, aTiUTSgeh oY forvTT, ST, Wad, Uow ae,
31ET TR 7T TE-Tesr @Y ()

ShHich/3Te./FAT( 3T ) /2021/485
FRGT TEEN TRH, S TR H wnftd C.V.ML.S. (Centralised Video

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Follow us on W @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

PUB/0044/21

SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS
e-Procurement Tender Notice
The following Tenders have been
floated online. Tenderers are
requested to visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in and submit their
offers online. The Tender Description,
Qty, EMD, SD may be seen in website.
Offers submitted manually will not be
accepted. Offers by post will not be
entertained. Tender Closing time is
14.30 hrs of the Due date of the Tender.
"For all indigenous offers, EMD will be
accepted only via online system as

available on www.ireps.gov.in."

Monitoring System) Ta 7 W IR Td HeR & WREE &g @ =it i 1080
et 11.11.2020 #t S wHw 5. SCOPE OF WORK ¥ G=ie foran s i
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3TUX ATYH TR
BAETE, TIYT

Tender No. | BRIEF DESC
45.20.1073A | Set of 120AH VRLA
Batteries
38.20.1261A | Striker Casting
75.20.1409 | DTBP Blocks
56.20.1004 | U/G Signal cable size
2 core x 2.5 sq.mm
77.20.1024 | Paint Synthetic
Enamel Interior White
84.20.1169 | Natural Fiber
Thermoset Composite
(NFTC) sheet
38.20.1015 | Knuckle Pivot Pin with
washer
30.20.1397 | Foot Step
Arrangement
33.20.1330 | Non-Asbestos based
organic Brake pad

T T -fear W S |

TR, TR
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3-faferer g
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NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(through https://ireps.gov.in)

Note:- Due dates of Tender Opening:
SL.No. 01 ondt. 04.02.2021: SL.No. 02
on dt. 11.02.2021; SL.No. 03 to 04 on
12.02.2021; SL.No. 05 on 15.02.2021;
SL.No. 06 on 19.02.2021; SL.No. 07 on
22.02.2021; SL.No. 08 to 09 on
23.02.2021.

Beside above mentioned tenders there
are other tenders having value below
Rs. 25 lakhs. For details, please visit
Railway website above.

Principal Chief Materials Manager/
Secunderabad

PUB/0045/21

CORRIGENDUM

CAO (Construction), S.C.Railway,
Secunderabad issues Corrigendum
to the following e-tender:

S.No: 1 NIT No: 03-CAO-C-SC-2021
Dated 12/01/2021 Date of Opening:
09-02-2021

fafaer eee w0t faf 29.01.2021 3R 4.00 5 A
PUBLIC NOTICE fafaer srueie w0t <ifam fafa 08.02.2021 JTRTE 2.00 &S qh
ZA:GSEEN;H%SJAM F?gSAIg’\EAV\I:TW(I)TTEI%QBS.Hg! faferer @i ot fafr 08.02.2021 HTEHTA 4.00 &1 dh
BLOCK, GAUR VALERIO, INDIRAPURAM
A PRORERTY LAND, AREA MEASURING b6 EZ /e 1 fererol fHferar RIET
BEARING FROPERTY NO. AGIO1 & OLD NG, 4. BT HA BERR
A-3/13, A-BLOCK, GALI NO.2. BHAJANPURA, — —
GLIENT KUSUNI SHARMA 1145 SoLD. THE 1 |01 3reT T AR W SReT e WM WA H S | %.- 10,000.00 + 5 | %~ 6,00,000.00
WIFE OF SHR ANL JAN HEGIDENT OF 7 05 TSl 1 FEIFI SRR U Her 1 b | e Sfiewel
H.NO.99. MOLARBAND VILLAGE, BADARPUR,
OBECTION N THHS REGARD (AGCORDNG re:- frm 9 o o ferga freRor deriEe W Suesy W@
TO SOLD THE ABOVE SAID PROPERTY) THEN
C\;hE':S"S 7CTOHNg:$T WITH ME OR MY CLIENT m./_ ) m‘l‘./_
R SHUKLA (o siftromR e (fa At ) & A
e e Hasar Court, Dot R R, yErRe TR A, g
e noncoum AR E-1596/1. 85, 31f4./2021 feAtR- 23/01/2021
[ | | New Delhi

Intended bidders may please note the
Corrigendum issued for addition of
06 (Six) New Items under technical
Compliance.

All other terms and conditions of the
above tender notice remain unchanged
and unaltered.

For bid document and other
details, please login to website

https://ireps.gov.in.
Chief Administrative Officer/

A0064 Const./Secunderabad

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,
Please visit website at
https://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in
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Farmers in
UP take out
tractor rally
to Raj Bhavan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 23

FOLLOWING A call for protest
against the farm laws by the
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU)and
Sanyukt Kisan Morcha, hundreds
of farmers with their tractors
gathered at Gosaiganj areaon the
ourskirts of Lucknow toreach Raj
Bhavan in a show of strength.

The farmers dispersed after
submitting their memorandum
to senior officials, including
Governor’s Additional Chief
Secretary, Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) and Lucknow
Police Commissioner, said BKU
state vice-president Harinam
Singh Verma.

According to Verma, a few
hundred tractors and over 8,000
men gathered at Kabirpur in
Gosaiganj. He will go to Delhi to
attend the tractor rally on
January 26, the Republic Day, and
the farmers who will not head to
Delhi will roll out similar rallies
in their blocks and tehsils.

“Today, our plan was to sub-
mit memorandum to all the
Governors across the country.
Our main demand is that the
three farm laws be repealed.
However, our demands are also
related to sugarcane payments
and non-purchase of produce on
the MSP. Besides, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath repeatedly says
that the ongoing “andolan
(protest)” is not being held in
Uttar Pradesh, but only in Punjab
and Haryana. We wanted to an-
swer him with a show of
strength. If they would have
thought that the “andolan” com-
prised only a few people, they
would not have tried to restrict
our movement,” Verma said.

Lucknow Police
Commissioner D K Thakur said
the farmers' protest was peace-
ful. He claimed that the gather-
ing had around 500 participants.

FARMER PROTEST

Farmers at a tractor rally against the new farm laws, in Lucknow on Saturday. Vishal Srivastav

Man held at Singhu: Police say
‘conspiracy’ claim scripted

VARINDER BHATIA &
SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 23

A DAY after farmers at the
Singhu border claimed that a
youth, Yogesh Singh (21), had
been sent to disrupt their agita-
tion through violence and
handed him over to the police,
the Haryana Police on Saturday
dismissed the allegations as
“worse than a third-grade
Bollywood script”.

Meanwhile, Singh has now
alleged that he was caught on a
false allegation of harassment,
and his mother has disputed his
story.

While Singh had told the me-
dia on Friday that he was part of
ateam of 10 assigned the task of
inciting violence, a purported
video of him that appeared on
Saturday had him claiming that
he was forced to make these
statements.

Singh is being quizzed in
Sonipat by the Haryana Police
Crime Branch. They say the
Sonipat resident, a Class 9
dropout, has no criminal record.

“We are questioning him, but

nothing has so far been found
that points to any kind of con-
spiracy, as is being alleged,” an
official said.

A senior police officer told
The Sunday Express: “The script
is worse than a third-grade
Bollywood script. That boy was
in the illegal custody of these
people (farmers) for the past
three days. He told us there were
two more boys with him who
were detained by these people.
He was pressured to issue such
astatement. The food stall where
he was eating and from where
some boys abducted him has
been traced. We have recorded
statements that corroborate his
version. His phone's tower loca-
tion, call detail records, every-
thing has been verified which
corroborates his statement that
he was abducted by these peo-
ple who forced him to make
such a statement.”

The officer said: “The SHO
whose name this boy had earlier
taken in the video that was shot
by these people who kept himin
illegal custody....there is no SHO
by that name in entire Haryana,
except one who is posted in one
of the police stations in Sirsa,

which is 250 km away from the
place where he initially claimed
he was contacted.”

DGP Manoj Yadava said the
police would issue an official
statement on the episode soon.

In the video, Yogesh Singh
claims that he went to Delhi on
January 19 to visit his maternal
uncle. “At 4:30 pm on January
19, I was passing through the
Kundli area. I told them (farm-
ers)alie that somebody was in-
volved in eve-teasing. They
thought that [ was involved in
the eve-teasing. They assaulted
me after taking me to a camp.
They asked me to do what they
want. Four other boys were also
caught by them.”

Yogesh’s mother, however,
contradicted his version. “He
told me he was going for duty.
Later, he told me on phone that
he was with a friend and won’t
return home today. At midnight
(of January 22-23) at 2:30 am,
five policemen came to our
home and took Yogesh'’s father
with them,” she said, adding that
Yogesh’s maternal uncle had al-
ready died and “we have not
been in touch with his children”.

(WITHPTIINPUTS)

MP: Clashes at Cong farm protest; 110 detained

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, JANUARY 23

IMORE THAN 50 Congress work-
ers and five policemen were in-
jured in a clash which broke out
duringa protest march against the
Centre's new farm laws in Bhopal
on Saturday, police said. Around
110 partymen, including former
chief minister and Rajya Sabha MP
Digvijaya Singh, were detained
during the clashbut were released
later in the day, they added

The march was part of a two-
week programme of the state
Congress to show support for the
farmers camping at Delhi's bor-
ders. Police said about 2,000

During the protest in Bhopal

Congress workers were part of
Tuesday’s protest.

Aside from Singh, those de-
tained included former state min-
ister PC Sharma, MLA Jaivardhan
Singh and Kunal Choudhary.

A case was registered at TT
Nagar police station under rele-

Notification out for
Andhra rural polls;
officials skip meet

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AMARAVATI, JANUARY 23

THE STATE Election Commission
on Saturday issued the notifica-
tion for conduct of elections to
gram panchayats in Andhra
Pradesh, aday after the Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy government,
which is vehemently opposed to
the conduct of the polls, in-
formed the poll body that the
time was not conducive for the
exercise.

Hours after the State Election
Commission issued the notifica-
tion, top officials, including the
chief secretary, did not attend a
video conference convened by
the SEC to discuss the polls as
well as the Covid-19 vaccination
programme.

The government had as-
serted on Friday it would be
“ready to conduct the elections
after 60 days of completion of
first round of vaccination of
frontline personnel who would
be involved in the polls”. Also,
the government's Special Leave

Petition in the Supreme Court
against a division bench order of
the Andhra Pradesh High Court
giving the nod for conduct of the
elections from February 5 was
found to be not in proper format
by the Registry, Law department
sources said.

The bench on Thursday al-
lowed the SEC’'s appeal againsta
single judge’s order on January
11 suspending the poll schedule.

Chief Secretary Aditya Nath
Das, Director General of Police D
G Sawang, Panchayat Raj
Principal Secretary Gopal
Krishna Dwivedi did not attend
the video conference convened
by State Election Commissioner
Nimmagadda Ramesh Kumar
on Saturday afternoon to discuss
the gram panchayat elections,
first phase of which will be held
on February 5, as well as the vac-
cination programme, official
sources said.

The bench on Thursday al-
lowed the SEC’'s appeal againsta
single judge’s order on January
11 suspending the election
schedule.

Guijarat local body polls on Feb 21, 28

Gandhinagar: The Gujarat State
Election Commission an-
nounced Saturday local body
polls will be held in two parts.
The elections to the six mu-
nicipal corporations in the state
will be held on February 21,
while the elections to 81 munic-

ipalities, 31 district panchayats
and 231 taluka panchayats will
be conducted on February 28,
State Election Commissioner
Sanjay Prasad said. The model
code of conduct will come into
effect from Saturday in all the ar-
eas going to polls. ENS

vant IPC sections against several
Congress workers for carrying out
the rally without permission and
breaching the peace underIPCsec-
tions 147 (Punishment for rioting),
148 (Rioting, armed with deadly
weapon), 341 (Punishment for
wrongful  re-

Roushanpura Chouraha, when
protesters tried break barricades
and head towards the Raj Bhavan.

The Congress said protesters
were peacefully marching to-
wards RajBhavan when police re-
sorted to lathicharge.

Modi disrespects TN, controls

state govt: Rahul

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, JANUARY 23

MONTHS AHEAD of the
Assembly polls and a week after
his visit to Madurai for Pongal
celebrations and a Jallikattu
event, former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
launched what may be his
longest campaign in Tamil Nadu
with aroadshow in Coimbatore.

In his speeches, Gandhi was
seen largely targeting the BJP
government at the Centre rather
than the ruling AIADMK in the
state.

The Congress leader’s three-
day visit will cover important
portions of the western Tamil
Nadu districts, including
Coimbatore, Tirupur and Karur.

“You have a government in
Tamil Nadu that is compro-
mised. Narendra Modi uses
agencies like CBI and
Enforcement Directorate for
this,” Gandhi said, adding that
Modi cannot control the people
of Tamil Nadu even if the govern-

Farmers to hold
protest in Mumbai

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in Coimbatore on Saturday. P11

ment of Tamil Nadu is under his
control. “Narendra Modi feels
that he can buy anybody. He
thinks he can frighten anybody.
He does not understand that just
because he is for sale does not
mean Tamil Nadu is for sale,” he
said. Asserting that Nagpur -- a
reference to the RSS headquar-
ters -- cannot decide the future
of Tamil Nadu, Gandhi said the
Tamil people will decide the
state’s future.

Other than brief public
speeches en route, Gandhi’s
campaign plan, titled as “Rahulin

Tamizh Vanakkam”, is packed
with a number of interactions,
including with representatives
of MSMEs in Coimbatore and in-
dustrial and other working class
people in Tirupur. He will also
visit memorials of regional, com-
munity leaders of the Kongu belt
such as Dheeran Chinnamalai
who fought the British.

After meetings in
Coimbatore, Gandhi stopped his
convoy for teaat an ordinary cafe
at Avinashi before starting his
campaign in Tirupur.

While Coimbatore also wit-

nessed a roadshow by Chief
Minister and AIADMK leader
Edappadi K Palaniswami on
Saturday, Gandhi invoked mem-
ories of his family with Tamil
Nadu. Addressing a gathering at
Chinniyampalayam, he reminded
the crowd that they had a loving
relationship with his grand-
mother and father. “You have
given me so much love for which
[ am committed to you... That’s
what made me come here now. [
want to help you once again to
build Tamil Nadu,” he said.

The Congress leader said, “I
can see Tamil Nadu is India and
India is Tamil Nadu unlike Modi-
ji,who says Tamil Nadu is part of
India but India is not Tamil Nadu.
Narendra Modi disrespects
Tamil Nadu. We will never allow
disrespect towards Tamil peo-
ple,” he said.

During his long interaction
with different groups, including
MSME representatives and
labourers, he criticised the GST
system and how industries had
been affected by the tax policy
and demonetisation.
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ALARGE numbers of farmers left for Mumbai from
Maharashtra's Nashik district on Saturday for arally
to demand repealing of the Centre's three new
farm laws. The rally organised by Akhil Bharatiya
Kisan Sabha will be held in Mumbai on January 25,
a statement issued by the organisation said.

The rally will be addressed by former Union
agriculture minister and NCP chief Sharad Pawar,
state Congress president Balasaheb Thorat and Shiv

Sena leader Aaditya Thackeray.

Adelegation will also present a memorandum
to Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari, the release said.

Enacted in September last year, the three laws
have been projected by the Centre as major reforms
in the agriculture sector that will remove middle-
men and allow farmers to sell their produce any-
where in the country. Thousands of farmers, mostly
from Punjab, Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh,
have been camping at several border points of
Delhi since November 28 last year.

Director

REQUIRES
DIRECTOR (RESEARCH)

INDIAN COUNCIL OF WORLD AFFAIRS

Sapru House, Barakhamba Road, New Delhi

Applications are invited for appointment of a
(Research) with
experience & qualifications on contract of
two years at fixed gross monthly lumpsum
remuneration. Applications in sealed covers
addressed to Deputy Director General,
ICWA must be received at ICWA, Sapru
House by 06" February, 2021. Applications
forms, terms & conditions are available at:
www.icwa.in.

requisite

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
LEVEL 6TH, C-WING, DELHI SECRETARIAT, NEW Delhi- 110002

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ban on shay synthetic/nylon kite flying thread including popularly

(S;rsaintl)tand ESERN G.B. PANT NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HIMALAYAN

saultor crimi- ENVIRONMENT (NIHE)

nal force to deter /*/\«\ Kosi-Katarmal, Almora - 263643, Uttarakhand, India

public servant | | Walk-in-Interview will be conducted on 05.02.2021

fromdischargeof | |(11:00 hrs.) for purely project based temporary

his duty). position of Project Scientist (01 No.) under NMHS-
Police said | [ PMU of the Institute. All candidates are requested to

the march was | [ maintain Social Distancing and to wear masks during

carriedoutwith- | | Interview.

out permission | |for details (age, emoluments, etc.), please see

and that they | |Institute website (www.gbpihed.gov.in)

took action at Administrative Officer

b4

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF CENTRAL GOODS & SERVICES TAX, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
BLOCK 'C' & 'D', NEW C.G.O., COMPLEX, NH IV, FARIDABAD (HR)

"PENSION ADALAT"

Central GST Commssionerate Faridabad, Government of India will hold
"Pension Adalat" on 29.01.2021 (Friday) at 12:00 P.M for redressal of
grievances of pensioners of erstwhile Central Excise & Service Tax
Commissionerate, Faridabad -1 & Il (Now Central GST Commissionerate,
Faridabad) ifany.

Venue : Conference Hall, Block - 'C' New CGO Complex, NH-IV, NIT

Faridabad.

Itisrequested thatall visitors provide co-operation to ensure .SDI-

compliance of the Covid-19 related guidelines. COMMISSIONER
(Central Goods & Services Tax, Faridabad)

. ALL INDIA COUNCIL FOR TECHNICAL EDUCATION

(Ministry of Education, Government of India)

Ry

Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110 070
Ph. No.: 011-29581002 Website: www.aicte-india.org

PUBLIC NOTICE

PRIOR APPROVAL FROM AICTE
It is hereby notified that all the Technical Institutes and Institutions
Deemed to be Universities engaged in Programes in Engineering &
Technology, Applied Arts & Craft and Design, Hotel Management and
Catering Technology, MCA and Management at Diploma/Post Diploma
Certificate/Under Graduate Degree/Post Graduate Diploma/Post
Graduate Degree Level/Fellowship/Collaboration and Twinning Program
need to have mandatory prior Approval of AICTE in accordance with
section 10 and 11 of AICTE Act., 1987 and Revised Regulation 2020. Also
all Technical Universities/Universities need to take either full approval of
all Technical Program/Course or no approval for any of the Technical
Program/courses. Partial approval of some of the programs will
not be granted from the session 2021-22 to avoid confusion among
Stakeholders.

Any Institutions not having prior approval from AICTE and conducting
programs/Courses as outlined above, is liable to Punitive/Legal action
in accordance with para 9 & 10 of AICTE Revised Regulation, 2020
as notified in the Gazette of India vide F. No. AB/AICTE/REG/2020
dated 04.02.2020.

All the Institutions are also required to adhered to the Duration and Entry
Level Qualification as per Approval Process Hand Book for the courses
approved by AICTE. Any Institution changing duration of programme/
course without taking AICTE approval, shall be liable to appropriate
initiation of penal action as per AICTE regulations. Duration of the
various courses/programs is defined in Appendix | of Approval Process
Handbook 2020-21.

All aspiring students are advised to visit institute’s website/AICTE website
to know the approval status/duration of the course/entry level qualification
etc. of the institute and Course/Program.

Alist of unapproved institutions is also available on AICTE website for the
benefit of Stake Holders.

All State Government and Universities may ensure that they have prior
approval of AICTE before affiliating such Technical Institutes.

Advt. No: Approval Bureau/01(01)/2021-22 Member Secretary, AICTE

known "Chinese Manjha"

This is for the information of the general public that in order to prevent the adverse

effects on human beings, cattle population, birds, soil and ecology and in exercise of

the powers conferred by section 5 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of

1986) read with Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs' Notification No. SO

667 (E), dated 10th September, 1992, a Notification was issued on 10.01.2017 by

order and in the name of the Hon'ble Lt. Governor of the NCT of Delhi with the

following directions:-

1. There shall be complete ban on the sale, production, storage, supply, import,
and use of kite flying thread made out of nylon, plastic or any other synthetic
material including popularly known as "Chinese manja" and any other kite-
flying thread that is sharp or made sharp such as by being laced with glass,
metal or any other sharp materials in the National Capital Territory of Delhi.

2. Kite flying shall be permissible only with a cotton thread, free from any
sharp/ metallic/ glass components / adhesives/ thread strengthening
materials.

Any breach of the above directions may be reported to the office of the

following:

S.No. Designation Email ID Helpline Number

1. Thg Commissioner of Police, Delhi cp.snshrivastava @delhipolice.gov.in[100
Police
The Divisional Commissioner,| .. .

2. GNCTD divcom @nic.in 1077

3. |The Chief Wildlife Warden, GNCTD|ccfgnctd @ gmail.com 1800118600

4, |The Commissioner, North Delhil .\ o ihdme@ med.nic.in 155304
Municipal Corporation

5. The_ _Commlssmngr, South Delhi commissioner-sdmc @ mcd.nic.in 155305
Municipal Corporation

6. The_ _Commssmngr, East Delhi commissionerredmc @ gmail.com 155303
Municipal Corporation

Note: The violation of directions issued under section 5 of the Environment
(Protection) Act. 1986, or the rules made thereunder shall be punishable under
section 15 of the said Act, which includes imprisonment upto five years and/or
with fine which may be extended to Rs. One Lac or with both.

The above said NOTIFICATION is available at: www.environment.delhigovt.nic.in

Sd/-
Dr. K. S. Jayachandran
Special Secretary (Env.)

DIP/Shabdarth/0544/20-21

New Delhi
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Pune Police gives permission for Jan 30 Elgaar Parishad event

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JANUARY 23

PUNE CITY Police on Saturday
granted permission for the
Elgaar Parishad event being or-
ganised in the city on January 30.

Last month, the police had
denied permission for event that
was scheduled for December 31,
citing Covid-19 pandemic and
law and order reasons. Activists
had then decided to hold the
eventon January 30, whichis the
birth anniversary of Rohith

Vemula, a Dalit research scholar
of University of Hyderabad who
had died by suicide in 2016.
High Court judge B G Kolse
Patil had applied for police per-
mission for holding the January
30event. “We have granted per-
mission for the event. But due to

Covid-19 situation, 200 persons
will be allowed...,” said senior po-
lice inspector Balasaheb Kopnar.

As per the pamphlet released
by the event organiser, ‘Bhima
Koregaon Shourya Din Prerna
Abhiyan’, author Arundhati Roy,
former IAS officer Kannan

Gopinathan, who resigned from
the services in protest against ab-
rogation of Article 370, and
Rohith’s brother Raja Vemula
will be among the key speakers
at the event.

‘Bhima Koregaon Shourya
Din Prerna Abhiyan’ had organ-

ised the Elgaar Parishad in Pune
on December 31, 2017, ahead of
the 200th commemoration of
the Battle of Bhima Koregaon.
Next day, on January 1, 2018, vi-
olence was reported from
Koregaon Bhima, in which one
was killed and several injured.
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STUDY BY PROJECT 39A

‘05% death penalties
by trial courts linked
to sexual crimes...
highest in 5 years’

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

CORRESPONDING TO the legisla-
tive expansion of death penalty
for sexual crimes against women,
more than 65 per cent of all death
sentencesimposed by trial courts
were linked to such casesin 2020,
the annual study in death penalty
in India by Project 39A -- a crimi-
nallaws advocacy group with the
National Law University in Delhi
— has found.

Since 2016, the share of sexual
crimes in the list of crimes for
which trial courts are imposing
death penalty has been steadily
increasing. From 17.6 per cent in
2016, it jumped to 37.27 per cent
in 2017,41.1 per centin 2018 and
53.39 per centin 2019.

Released onJanuary 20, there-
port found that though the num-
ber of death sentences went
downto77in2020from 102 sen-
tences in the previous year, 50 of
the 77 sentences involved crimes
of sexual violence.

AsofDecember 31,2020, there
were 404 prisoners on the death
row, 26 more than the previous
year.

The percentage of death sen-
tences in sexual crimes has been
steadily increasing from 2016 as
sexual crimes against women and
children has driven the national
discourse on death penalty.

In 2018, the Centre brought in
anamendment to the Prevention
of Children From Sexual Offences
Act 2012, introducing stringent
mandatory minimum punish-
ments and the death penalty for
penetrative sexual assault on chil-
drenunder the age of 12. Similarly,
following the gangrape and mur-
der of a 26-year old veterinary
doctorin Hyderabad in November
2019, the state legislature of
Andhra Pradesh amended the
Indian Penal Code tointroduce the

death penalty forrape in the state.
The amendment is yet to receive
assent by the President.

In December last year, the
Maharashtra cabinet also ap-
proved a law proposing death
penalty for heinous crimes against
women, similar to the Andhra
Pradesh legislation. The Bill has
been referred to a joint select
committee of the Legislative
Assembly.

Incidentally, in over 80 per
cent of cases -- 41 of the 50 death
sentences -- involving sexual
crimes in 2020, the victim is be-
low the age of 18 years. While only
nine cases involve rape and mur-
der of adults, 21 are connected to
the rape and murder of children
below the age of 12, and 16 in
which the age of the victim was
between 12-18 years.

For the first time since 2015,
four executions took place in
March 2020 with the execution of
Mukesh, Akshay Kumar Singh,
Vinay Sharma and Pawan Kumar
-- the convicts in the 2012 Delhi
gangrape and murder case.

The study also found that the
restricted functioning of courtsin
the country due to the pandemic
contributed toadropin the num-
ber of death sentences imposed
in 2020. Nearly 62 per cent — 48
of the 77 — death sentences im-
posed in 2020 were awarded be-
fore the nationwide lockdown
was enforced to deal with the
pandemic. In comparison, 2019
saw less than half the sentences
in the same period with 20 death
sentences. In 2018, 27 death sen-
tences were imposed in the same
time period.

Death penalty cases also took
a backseat in the high courts and
Supreme Court as well due to the
pandemic. High Courtsacross the
countrydecided only 30 casesin-
volving death penalty and the
Supreme Court passed judgment
in only five cases in 2020.

STATUE UNVEILED

Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray on Saturday unveiled in
Mumbai a statue of Balasaheb Thackeray on his 95th birth
anniversary, with the opening line of his speeches Jamlelya
majhya tamam Hindu bandhavano, bhaginino ani matano
(Allmy Hindu brothers, sisters and mothers gathered here)’
inscribed on its base. This is the first statue of the Sena

founder in the city. Pradip Das

Centre effects major
bureaucratic reshuffle

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

IN Atop level bureaucratic reshuf-
fle by the Centre Saturday, senior
IAS officer Alok Tandon has been
appointed as mines secretary.

Tandonisa 1986-batchIndian
Administrative Service (IAS) offi-
cer,at present servingin his cadre,
Uttar Pradesh.

Tourism Secretary Yogendra
Tripathy will be secretary,
Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals, in place of
Chaturvedi.

Arvind Singh, who is at pres-
ent chairman of the Airports
Authority of India, has been ap-
pointed as the tourism secretary
in place of Tripathy.

Gujarat-cadre IAS officer
Bidyut Bihari Swain will be secre-
tary, Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises. Heis at pres-
ent special secretary, Department
of Commerce.

Tribal Affairs Secretary Deepak
Khandekar has been appointed
Secretary, Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT).

Upendra Prasad Singh,
Secretary of Department of Water
Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation under
the Ministry of Jal Shakti, will now
be secretary, Ministry of Textiles,
according toa Personnel Ministry
order.

Pankaj Kumar, who is cur-
rently CEO, Unique Identification

Authority of India (UIDAI), has
been appointed secretary,
Department of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, in place of Singh.

Senior bureaucrat Alok Kumar
has been appointed secretary,
Ministry of Power. Kumar is a
1988-batch IAS officer, currently
working in his cadre, Uttar
Pradesh.

Current Power secretary
Sanjeev Nandan Sahai superan-
nuates on January 31.

Rajesh Kumar Chaturvedi has
been appointed secretary,
Department of Fertilizers.
Chaturvedi, a 1987-batch IAS of-
ficer of the Madhya Pradesh cadre,
is currently secretary, Department
of Chemicals and Petrochemicals.

G V Venugopala Sarma,
Member Secretary, National
Disaster Management Authority
has been named chairman,
National Authority, Chemical
Weapons Convention, it said.

OtemDai,a 1987-batchIAS of-
ficer of the Tamil Nadu cadre, will
be secretary, Central Vigilance
Commission.

Praveen Kumar Srivastava,
Special Secretary, Ministry of
Home Affairs has been appointed
secretary (coordination), Cabinet
Secretariat.

Alka Tiwari, Additional
Secretary and Financial Adviser in
the Department of Fertilizers, has
been appointed secretary,
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes, the order said.
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WHO chief
thanks PM for
Covid support

Geneva: WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Saturday thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for his
continued support to the global
Covid-19response, saying acting
together, including sharing of
knowledge, will help in combat-
ing the novel coronavirus that
has claimed over 2 million lives
and infected more than 96 mil-
lion people across the world.
India this week announced
that it will send COVID-19 vac-
cines under grant assistance to
Sri Lanka and seven other coun-
tries - Bhutan, the Maldives,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar,
Seychelles, Afghanistan and
Mauritius. PTI

Teacher dies of
Covid in Punjab

Ludhiana: A teacher from a gov-
ernment school at Ghalib Kalan
village in Ludhiana died of
Covid-19 at a hospital on
Saturday.

Sohan Singh, principal of the
school, said Tejinder Kaur, 40,
was admitted to Ludhiana’s
Dayanand Medical College and
Hospital after her condition de-
teriorated some days ago.

The principal said till now a
total of 12 teachers and three
students from the school have
tested positive for Covid-19.ENS

15 lakh vaccinated in Week I;
Covaxin now In 7 more states

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

A WEEK after it rolled out the
world’s largest immunisation
drive against Covid-19, India on
Saturday completed administer-
ing the first dose of the vaccine to
more than 15 lakh beneficiariesin
the priority groups of healthcare
and frontline workers.

A total of 15,37,190 benefici-
aries have been vaccinated
through 27,776 vaccination ses-
sions till 6 pm on Saturday, the
health ministry said.

India’s crossing the 15-lakh
mark in a week after the rollout
was launched on January 16 is
significantly higher than num-
bers in the first week across
other countries: the US vacci-
nated 5.56 lakh, 1.37 lakh were
inoculated in the UK while
Russia vaccinated 52,000.

As per the official data com-
piled by the Health Ministry on
Saturday morning, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh, and Telangana reported
the highest cumulative vaccina-
tionsin the first week of immuni-
sationdrive.

In the first week, a total of 11
beneficiaries have been hospital-
ized after reporting an adverse
event post immunization --
0.0007 per cent of the total vacci-
nations. Six deaths have been re-

Vaccination
drive in progress
at Rajawadi
Hospital
Mumbaion
Saturday.

Deepak Joshi

ported in the country, but the
health ministry has said that “none
of these deaths have been causally
linked with Covid-19 vaccination”.

Inthe second week, the health
ministry said that seven new states
will also use the Bharat Biotech-
ICMR vaccine -- Covaxin -- that is
being administered in a “clinical
trial mode” cleared for restricted
use on the basis of only safety and
immunogenicity data from phase
1 and 2 of the human clinical tri-
als. Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Punjab and West Bengal
are the new states that willadmin-
ister Covaxin from next week, the
health ministry said.

Currently, only 12 states were
using both Covaxin and Serum
Institute-manufactured
Covishield. “Orientation of all
Programme Managers of these 7
States was conducted today by
ICMR & Health Ministry covering
allaspects of implementation pro-
tocols,” said Dr Manohar Agnani,
Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

On Saturday, Agnani said that
the Indian governmentalso com-
pleted the two-day training of the
Immunization  Programme
Managers of 13 countries --
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Brazil, Maldives, Mauritius,
Mongolia, Morocco, Myanmar,
Nepal, Oman, Seychelles and Sri
Lanka -- using Indian-manufac-
tured vaccines.

The Health Ministry said that
in the last 24 hours, one more
death has been reported from
Gurgaon, but the post mortem
confirms it is not linked to the
vaccination. “In the last 24 hours,
one person aged 56 years who
was a resident of Gurugram,
Haryana has died. The Post-
mortem confirms that Cardio-
pulmonary disease was the rea-
son for her death and it was not
related to vaccination,” Agnani
said. The health ministry also said
thatin the last 24 hours, one per-
son, who was vaccinated on
January 20, has been hospitalised
atGovernment Hospital, Guntur,
Andhra Pradesh.

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

NUMBER OF
VACCINATIONS
(JAN 23)
1,46,598
Total: 15,37,190
NUMBER OF ADVERSE
EVENTS AFTER
IMMUNIZATION
123
Total: 1,643
PSTQ CASES: | ACTIVECASES: 185,662
DAYSSCE 1,06,39,684 | DEATHS: 153,184
BEGAN TESTS: 19,09,85,119 | RECOVERIES: 1,03,00,838
~ CASES DEATHS ‘ RECOVERIES | TESTS
JAN22 14256 | 152 17130 837,095
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM CASES
CASES (JAN22) TOTAL
Kerala 6,753 877283
Maharashtra 2,779 2,003,657
Tamil Nadu 574 833,585
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM DEATHS
DEATHS (JAN 21) TOTAL
Maharashtra 56 51,904
Kerala 19 3,612
Chhattisgarh 8 3,601

Dataason January 22, released by Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Indian Council of Medical
Researchand state governments. Often the numbers released every day contain data from previous days
aswell. As such, trends based on daily numbers are only indicative and not definitive

NAVY PLANE DELIVERS VACCINES TO MAURITIUS, SEYCHELLES

New Delhi: A Poseidon 8I air-
craft of the Indian Navy

Mauritius and 50,000 doses to
Seychelles as part of India’s

transported 1,00,000 doses of ~ grants assistance, officials said

coronavirus

vaccines to

on Saturday.

PTI

Lalu flown to AIIMS

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY 23

RJD CHIEF Lalu Prasad was on
Saturday flown to All India
Institute of Medical Sciences (Al-
IMS) Delhi for “high-level check-
up and treatment”.

This comes after Lalu (72), a
convict in fodder scam cases,
complained of ill health in
Rajendra Institute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS) Ranchi, where
he has been undergoing
treatment.

Jharkhand Jail IG Birendra
Bhushan said a board of doctors
took stock of his ill-health and
advised that he be shifted
to AIIMS.

"For a high-level check-up
and treatment at AIIMS after
recommendation of RIMS doc-
tors, Lalu Prasad has been sent
for a month. At the end of the
period, the Jail Superintendent
will make him come back. If the
situation arises, he may travel
abroad for check-up subject to
the discretion of AIIMS doctors.
In case he cannot be admitted
immediately, Tihar jail authori-
ties are requested to take care of
his security,” said Jail IG
Birendra Bhushan.

After Lalu had complained of
ill health, doctors at RIMS Ranchi
had said that he had improved
marginally and was currently
stable. Doctors said he has tested

RJD chief Lalu Prasad being
shifted to AIIMS in Delhi
from Rajendra Institute of
Medical Sciences in Ranchi,
Saturday. P

negative for Covid-19.

RIMS Director Kameshwar
Yadav said: "There is a small
patch of pneumonic consolida-
tion due to bacteria, not virus.
From the distribution of
patches, one can say it is
favouring bacteria, not virus. It
is consistent with the reports.
He is on antibiotic and showing
marginal improvement."

Later in the evening, PTI re-
ported that Lalu was admitted
to AIIMS. “He has been admit-
ted in the coronary care unit
(CCU) of the cardiothoracic
centre of AIIMS,” an official in
Delhi said.

KERALA ELECTIONS

Cong to seek public
opinion before
drafting manifesto

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
JANUARY 23

THE CONGRESS in Kerala
on Saturday decided to
take public opinion into
consideration before
drafting a manifesto for
the Assembly elections.

As the Congress high
command took control of
the election manage-
ment in Kerala, party MP
Shashi Tharoor was as-
signed the task to learn
about the issues of a
cross-section of people.
Tharoor isamong the 10-
member election man-
agement and strategy
committee for Kerala
formed by the high com-
mand last week.

After the first meeting
of the committee, its
chairman and former
chief minister Oommen
Chandy told the media,
"We have decided to take
the opinion of the people
before preparing the
manifesto. The UDF man-
ifesto should reflect the
people’s sentiments and
demands. Party MP
Shashi Tharoor will meet
across section of people,
including youth and stu-
dents, in various districts.

He will hold discussions
with various people to
understand their prob-
lems. We want to look
into what people require
before finalising the
manifesto.”

Opposition leader
Ramesh Chennithala
later said that the food kit
(welfare scheme) was not
what helped LDF win lo-
cal body elections. "Party
leaders should go to the
people. Many leaders do
not know what is hap-
pening in their area," he
said.

The first meeting of
the committee was at-
tended by AICCdelegates
including Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot,
former Goa chief minis-
ter Luizinho Faleiro and
former Karnataka deputy
chief  minister G
Parameshwara. Last
week, three other AICC
leaders toured parts of
the state, attending
meetings of district and
blocklevel leaders, taking
inputs on candidates and
local political strategies.

The high command
delegation gave a strong
message to state leaders
that winnability alone
would matter in choos-
ing candidates.

Social media trial
unacceptable: Akbar
in defamation case

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 23

ATRIALby social mediais
unacceptable ina country
which follows rule of law,
former Union minister M
J Akbar -- who has filed a
criminal defamation case
against journalist Priya
Ramani over allegations
of sexual misconduct and
harassment--told a Delhi
court through his lawyers
on Saturday.

Akbar has sued
Ramani over allegations
of sexual misconduct and
harassment. With several
other women making
similar allegations against
him, Akbar resigned as
Minister of State for
External Affairs in
October 2018.

The submissions were
made by senior advocate
Geeta Luthra on behalf of
Akbar before Additional
Chief =~ Metropolitan
Magistrate  Ravindra
Kumar Pandey. Her re-
buttal could not be com-
pleted and will be heard
againon January 27.

Luthrabegan by telling
the court that a journalist
does not have special priv-
ileges. “Press council says
you have tobe responsible.
There are judgments that
say you cannot have apar-
allel trial. Here thereis just
a trial...by a person on so-
cial media. It is unaccept-
able in a country ruled by
rule of law. Fair comment
does notextend to defam-
atory comments,” Luthra
told the court.

On Ramani’s wit-
nesses, Luthra told the
court that Niloufer
Venkatraman was an in-
terested witness and
Ghazala Wahab gave a
version of a story which
was “unconnected to the
present case”.

While  discussing
Niloufer’s testimony,
Luthra told the court the
sexual harassment inci-
dent was said to be from
November-December
1993, and Nilofer said it
was December 1993.
“There is improvement.
Both people have photo-
graphic memory butdon’t
remember the day,”
Luthra told the court.
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OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D AGRA

Notice inviting E-Tender
Letter No. 172/14M-A.C/2021 Date : 8.1.21
1. The Superintending Engineer Agra Circle, U.P.P.W.D. on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites
the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP PWD. The
Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification
criteria specified in Clause 4 of the instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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MAN BOOKED FOR “‘NAMAZ’ IN UP TEMPLE

UP: I7-year-old boy charged HC grants anticipatory bail: ‘Arrest

2. ° °
. o | e T w2 | (UNAETr anti-conversion law ; S
SL|E Security u N i Supe.rin- o! ‘gg . .
BE| e | S G S W nensarcaomgonemegnsine:. SNIOULA be last option for police
" MANISH SAHU who works in a private firm in Lucknow,
12 Rems"ucion Ty ° e ! & ° L L LUCKNOW, JANUARY 23 reached the village after coming to know December 18. cases where arresting the ac-
g [Bridge work on Bhureka 2000 STO Eroaive | Superinten- || Chel | about the matter, said the neighbour. ASADREHMAN During Tuesday's hearing,Ali  cused isimperative or his custo-
15 et M 650 | +300007C+ Momiha | Construction Engineer | Agra Zone, < A17-YEAR-OLD boy in Ghazipur district has The following day, the girl's mothervis-  LUCKNOW, JANUARY 23 Qambar Zaidi, the counsel for  dial interrogation is required,”
= [pachahera Road in am 233600 PwD, Mamura [P0, Aga| Aga | & || | beendetained under the new anti-conver-  ited thelocal stationand told the police that Mohammed, had submittedthat  the judge said.
: — : sion law and on kidnapping charges. aboy fromthe neighbouringvillagehadkid- ~ GRANTING ANTICIPATORY bail ~ “only on the basis of photo- “In the case of Joginder
3. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season. Heisaccused ofabductinga 15-year-old  napped her daughteronthe pretextof mar-  to an accused in a case filed for ~ graphs whichwentviral,theap-  Kumar vs. State of Uttar Pradesh

IS

. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website

http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 25-01-2021 to 01-02-
2021. Bids must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari
App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/ 23-7/2020/176 (HT.)/OG Dt 25-08-2020 on or
before 12:30 Hours Dt 01-02-2021. Technical Bid received online will be opened on 02-02-2021 at

12:30 Hours.

o

issued from approved agencies before submission of bids.

(=2}

time of payment.

© ®~

. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the same
. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per applicable at the
. Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be Deducted from contractors bill at the time of payment.

. The Bidder Should have experience for construction of Minor Bridger/Bridge work.
Original MM-II forms proof of royalty shall have to be produced at time of every running bill in

accordance to Principal Secretary, Directorate of geology & mining utter Pradesh Letter No-2146/86-
2019-52(1k0)/2019 Dt. 30.09.2019, G.O. No- 115(1)/86-2020 dated 15.01.2020 and other relevant
Government orders, circulars for all the materials procured from the quarries.
10. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account as
per G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 |.T./2017 T.C., |.T. & Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-12-2018 follows

as:

(1) Online Bid security shall be deposited by contractor/firm (As per Column 5) in favor of
Superintending Engineer, Agra Circle, P.W.D.(U.P.) Agra by Internet Banking of E-tender portal.
(2) Non Refundable Online Tender Cost shall be deposited by contractor/firm towards the cost of bid

document (As per Column 6) by Internet Banking of E-tender portal.

Sd/-
(Brijesh Kumar Deepak)

Sd/-

girl earlier this week when she was on her
way to a market to purchase a medicine.
This is the first case registered under anti-
conversion law in which a minor boy has
been booked.

The police detained the boy on Friday
and found the girl with him. “The boy was
produced before a Juvenile Justice Board,
which sent him to a protection home. The
girl's statement to the magistrate is yet tobe
examined,” said the circle officer of the area
where the alleged incident occurred.

The officer said the girl was medically
examined and would be handed over to her
family after legal formalities conclude.

The girl’s neighbour told The Indian
Express thaton Tuesday she went out to pur-
chase medicine. In the afternoon, alocal res-
ident saw her getting into a car with a boy
from a neighbouring village. The man im-

riage. She said the boy might try to convert
her daughter’s religion.

The girl’s mother got a case lodged
against the boys and two of his friends, also
17 years old, on various charges, including
conspiracy and kidnapping and inducing a
woman to compel her marriage. The boy’s
friends were booked for allegedly helping
him abduct the girl. They have not been
caught yet. The police spoke to local resi-
dents and a friend of the girl. Based on their
information, the two were tracked down.

The girl's mother told The Indian Express
that her daughter had never told her about
the accused.

“I have come to know that the boy’s
house is located close to my daughter’s
school,” the mother added.

Nineteen cases have so far been lodged
in 17 districts under the anti-conversion law

“hurting religious sentiments”,
the Allahabad High Court has
observed that irrational and in-
discriminate arrests are a gross
violation of human rights.

On November 2, four men
belonging to the Khudai
Khidmatgar —a Delhi-based or-
ganisation — were booked after
two of them allegedly offered
namaz at Nand Mahal temple in
UP’s Mathura district. One of
them, Faisal Khan, was arrested
from Delhi after the FIR was filed
while the others had been iden-
tified as Chand Mohammed,
Alok Ratan and Nilesh Gupta.

Mohammed was granted an-
ticipatory bail by the High Court
in an order passed on Tuesday.

Executive Engineer

(Yogesh Panwar)

Construction Division-1,

P.W.D. Mathura WWW.upgov.nic.in

UPID NO.159286 DATE-23.01.2021

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
AGRA CIRCLE, PWD, AGRA

mediately informed the girl’s family, who

since its promulgation.

Faisal Khan was granted bail on
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A (A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Wllere service iS a way Of life

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ON 26.02.2021

Si. Name of Branch
No. & Borrower/Guarantor

E-AUCTION
(Sale through
E-Auction only)

(APPENDIX-IV-A) Sale Notice For Sale of Inmovable Property)
E-Auction Sale Notice for sale of immovable assets under the securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of

Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to public in general and and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged to the secured creditor, the physical possession of the which has
been taken by the Authorised officer of Punjan & Sind Bank secured creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” basis.

PROPERTY INSPECTION DATE & TIME DATE 22.02.2021 BETWEEN 10.00 AM TO 2.00 PM
LAST DATE & TIME OF EMD SUBMISSION STATUS OF POSSESSION 24.02.2021 UPTO 4.00 PM PHYSICAL
DATE/TIME OF E-AUCTION POSSESSION 26.02.2021 2.00 PM TO 4.00 PM

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

Description of the property

Demand Notice Date &
Outstanding Amount
(Rs.) as on+future
interest & other
expenses thereon

Reserve Price

EMD

Incremental
Bid Amount

FRASER ROAD BRANCH

FRASER ROAD, PATNA - 1

EMD
Submission
Account Details

2:00 PM TO 4:00 PM

Name & Contact
No. of the Authorized
Officer

1 |BRANCH: BHAGALPUR 1. Sri Gaurav Kumar
S/o Sri Ram Padarath Singh, R/o Mirgapur, Sabour
Estate, Sabour, Distt. Bhagalpur, 2. Sri Jahagir S/o
Late Md. Mashgar, R/o Vill- Fatehpur, Thana—
Industrial Area Zero Mile, Distt. Bhagalpur.

Property bearing Khata No. 153, Khesra No. 368, Area 25 Decimal Situated
at Mauza— Sultanpur, PS— Sabour, Sub Registry &Distt. Bhagalpur,
Bounded By: North: Shibu Choudhary, South: Road, East: Road, West:
Dafali Yadav & Ganesh Yadav & Others

22.11.2018
Rs. 36,62,588.94 as on
31.10.2018 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

Rs. 28,50,000/-

Rs. 2,90,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Alc No.
04205039026001
Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code: PSIB0000420

Branch: Bhagalpur
Manish Kumar,
Mob.: 8986563330
E-mail:
B0420@psb.co.in

2 |BRANCH: BHAGALPUR

1. Sri Durgesh Kumar Singh S/o Sri Yogendra
Narayan Singh, 2. Smt. Babita Kumari W/o Sri
Durgesh Kumar Singh, 3. Sri Shailesh Kumar
Singh S/o Sri Yogendra Narayan Singh, Both
Address - R/o Moh- Surya Lok Colony, Bagh Bari,
Babarganj, Distt. Bhagalpur, 4. Smt. Bela Rani W/o
Sri Shailesh Kumar Singh, 54/B, Vivekanand
Colony, Near Gujrat Kirana Sotre, Ujjain (M. P.).

Property bearing Khata No. 467, Khesra No. 815, Area 267 Sq. Ft. Situated
at M. P. Diwedi Road, Bhagalpur, Bounded By: North: Comman Passage,
South: Mishra Family, East: M. P. Diwedi Road, West:Nij Purchaser Colony,
Bagh Bari, Babarganj, Distt. Bhagalpur.

22.11.2017
Rs. 34,33,328.90 as on
31.10.2018 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

Rs. 35,00,000/-

Rs. 3,50,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Alc No.
04205039026001
Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code: PSIB0000420

Branch: Bhagalpur
Manish Kumar,
Mob.: 8986563330
E-mail:
B0420@psb.co.in

3 |BRANCH: BHAGALPUR

1. Sri Shailesh Kumar Singh S/o Sri Yogendra
Narayan Singh, R/o Moh.- Surya Lok Colony, Bagh
Bari, Babarganj, Distt. Bhagalpur, 2. Sri Durgesh
Kumar Singh S/o Sri Yogendra Narayan Singh, R/o
Moh.- Surya Lok Colony, Bagh Bari, Babbarganj,
Distt. Bhagalpur, 3. Smt. Bela Rani W/o Sri
Shailesh Kumar Singh, Vill- Kalyanpur, Bariarpur,
Distt. Munger, 4. Smt. Babita Kumari W/o Sri
Durgesh Kumar Singh, Vill- Kalyanpur, Bariarpur,
Distt. Munger, 5. SriYogendra Narayan Singh S/o
Late. Chunchun Prasad Singh, Vill- Kalyanpur,
Bariarpur, Distt. Munger,

1. Property bearing Khata No. 467, Khesra No. 815(P), Area 155 Sq. Ft.
Situated at Sujaganj, M. P. Diwedi Road, Bhagalpur, Bounded By: North:
Comman Passage after that Umakant Saraf, South:Pappu Mishra, East:
Shrawan Dokania, West: Ashok Dokania, 2. Property bearing Khata No.
467, Khesra No. 815, Area 216 Sq. Ft. Situated at M. P. Diwedi Road,
Bhagalpur, Bounded By: North: Comman Passage, South: Rameshwar Lal
Saraswat & Bhagwan Modi, East: Ashok Kumar Dokania, West: Nand Lal
Dokania & Jagdish Kumar Dokania, 3. Property bearing Khata No. 467,
Khesra No. 815, Area 185 Sq. Ft. Situated at M. P. Diwedi Road, Bhagalpur,
Bounded By: North: Comman Passage, South: Rameshwar Lal Saraswat,
East: Comman Passage Stair, West: Yogendra Narayan Singh

22.11.2018
Rs. 14,12,508.98 as on
31.10.2018 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

Rs. 18,00,000/-

Rs. 1,80,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Alc No.
04205039026001
Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code: PSIB0000420

Branch: Bhagalpur
Manish Kumar,
Mob.: 8986563330
E-mail:
B0420@psb.co.in

BRANCH: BHAGALPUR

4 |1, M/s Milan Medical Hall Prop. Milan Kumar Sah
S/o Sh. Vasudev Lal Sah, At — Milki, PS- Bihpur,
Distt. Bhagalpur, 2. Smt. Anju Kumar S/o Vasudev

Property bearing Khata No. 1875, Khesra No. 2660, 2661 & 2662, Area
1332 Sq. Ft. Situated at Nilkanth Nagar, Pranwati Lane, Barehpura, PS —
Kotwali (Ishakchak), Distt. Bhagalpur, Bounded By: North: Abhilasa Kumari,
South: Basudeo Mondal, East: Road

16.01.2019
Rs. 7,30,279.96 as on
31.01.2019 along with
further interest and cost

Rs. 15,60,000/-

Rs. 1,60,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Alc No.
04205039026001
Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC

Branch: Bhagalpur
Manish Kumar,
Mob.: 8986563330
E-mail:

plicant cannot be said to have the
intention to disturb the commu-
nal harmony of the society”.

The additional government
advocate, appearing for the state,
opposed the plea saying “thatin
view of the seriousness of the al-
legations made against the ap-
plicant, he is not entitled to grant
of anticipatory bail”.

Observing that it is unclear
when the police will arrest
Mohammed, the single-judge
bench of Justice Siddharth said,
“There is no definite period fixed
for the police to arrest an ac-
cused...”

“Courts have repeatedly held
thatarrest should be the last op-
tion for the police and it should
be restricted to those exceptional

AIR 1994 SC 1349, the apex court
hasreferred to the third report of
the National Police Commission,
wherein it is mentioned thatar-
rests by the police in India are
one of the chief source of corrup-
tionin the police,” said the order.
“The report suggested that,
by and large, nearly 60 percent
of the arrests were either unnec-
essary or unjustified and that
such unjustified police actionac-
counted for 43.2 percent of ex-
penditure of the jails,” read the
order. The judge further said per-
sonal liberty is a precious funda-
mental right and should be cur-
tailed only whenitis imperative.
The court refused to express any
opinion on the merits of the case
and granted anticipatory bail.

Better sex ratio at birth in
many Beti Bachao districts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THE MINISTRY of Women and
Child Development Saturday
said that 422 out of the 640 dis-
tricts covered under the ‘Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao Andolan’
have shown an improvement in
sex ratio at birth in 2019-20
when compared to 2014-15 lev-
els. The Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB)
metric has improved by 16 points
from 918 (2014-15)t0934(2019-
20), the Ministry said Saturday.
Some districts which had
very low SRB in 2014-15 have
shown huge improvement after
implementation of the scheme,
the ministry said, pointing to

Mau in Uttar Pradesh (694 in
2014-15 to 951 in 2019-20),
Haryana's Karnal (758 to 898),
Mahendergarh (791 to 919),and
Rewari (803 t0924),and Punjab's
Patiala (847 to 933).

The percentage of first
trimester antenatal care registra-
tion has also improved from 61
per centin2014-15to 71 per cent
in2019-2020 while the percent-
age of institutional deliveries has
increased from 87 per cent to 94
per cent in the same period, the
ministry said in a statement.

In the education sector, the
gross enrolment ratio of girls in
schools at the secondary level
has improved from 77.45 per
cent to 81.32 per cent between
2014-15t0 2018-19.

UP Nayika programme to give girl
students chance to ‘hold office’

Lucknow: The UP government on
Saturday announced a pro-
gramme, ‘Nayika' — to be organ-
ised on January 24 on the occa-
sion of National Girl Child Day —
inwhich “meritorious girls” will
be given a chance to “hold office
of Divisional Commissioner,
District Magistrate,
Development Officer and SSPs

Chief

for a day” across the state.

A spokesperson for the gov-
ernment said the government
will also “encourage achieve-
ments of outstanding female
students of standards 10 and 12
of the state board by rewarding
them with cash amounts of
Rs 5,000 and Rs 20,000 respec-
tively.” ENS

Lal Sah, At — Milki, PS- Bihpur, Distt. Bhagalpur, 3.|West: Chaturi Mandal. and expenses. Code: PSIB0000420 | B0420@psb.co.in
Madhu Devi S/o Sh. Milan Kumar Sah, At — Milki,
PS-Bihpur, Distt. Bhagalpur.

5 |BRANCH: MUNGER Land & building situated at land area 1 katha 8 dhur equal to 2.31 dec, 28.12.2018 Rs. 27,50,000/- Alc No. Branch: Munger
1. Nilam devi , W/O Shashikant Yadav, Near shiv|bearing Tauzi No-409/4827 thana No.435, Jamabandi No-298, khesara no-|Rs. 21,34,420.20 as on| Rs. 2,75,000/-| 15285039026001 Satish Kumar,
mandir, Sadipur, Munger - 811201, 1 and which is situated at Mauza Bindwara,police Station|30.11.2018 along with Rs. 25,000/- Beneficiary: Punjab Mob.: 9422619460

2. Karna Kumar Goswami, W/O Shashikant Yadav,
Near shiv mandir, Sadipur, Munger - 811201.

Kasimbazar,Pargana post office, sub registry and Distt munger whch is
under bihar govt. circle office sadar Munger which is under Munger
municipal ward no 37, in the area 1.4 katha (Sale Deed no 986 dated
15.04.2017 as under book no. 1 jild no 22, page no. 278 to 288 in CD 4),
Bounded by: On the North by : Nago Mandal @ Nageshwar Mandal, On the
South by: present purchaser Suresh Prasad Sharma, On the East by: 8 Feet
wide kachi road, On the West by: 4 feet wide gali self of vendor.

further interest and cost
and expenses.

And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code: PSIB0021528

E-mail:
M1528@psb.co.in
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6 |BRANCH: MUNGER

1. Dolly Centering, Prop. Deepak Kumar, S/O
Buddhdev mandal, Chhoti Keshopur, Jamalpur,
Munger-811214,

Land & building situated at residential land equal to 61 muncipal kari bearing
Tauzi no 4879 at present Bihar Govt Thana no. 23 under municipality
Jamalpur ward no 24 and Municipal survey seat no. 112 and plot no. 12572
under Jamabandi no. 14 and which is situated at Mohalla Faridpur Pragana

09.05.2019
Rs. 15,41,313.00 as on
30.04.2019 along with
further interest and cost

Rs. 33,50,000/-

Rs. 3,50,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Alc No.
15285039026001
Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC

Branch: Munger
Satish Kumair,
Mob.: 9422619460
E-mail:
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2. Deepak kumar, S/O Buddhdev mandal, Chhoti|Munger, Maruf Sakarharpalli P.S. Jamalpur Subregistry and District Munger|and expenses. Code: PSIB0021528 | M1528@psb.co.in
Keshopur, Jamalpur, Munger - 811214, 3. Sri.|in the area 2 katha (Mortgage Deed no. 973 date 13.04.2017 as under
Rajkumar, S/O Gaya Prasad , Sadar Bazar|book no.1 Jild No.22 page no. 101 to 117 under CD 4), Bounded by: On
Jamalpur, Munger-811214. the North by: Road, On the South by: Purchaser, On the East by: Purchaser,
On the West by: Heirs of late Raghunath Jha.

7 |BRANCH: MUNGER All that part and parcel of the property consisting of Land & building situated 11.02.2019 Rs. 61,50,000/- Alc No. Branch: Munger
1. Ashu general Store , Prop. Krishnanandan|at 79 feet in length east to west and 29.5 feet wide north to south including|Rs. 14,97,442.00 as on| Rs. 6,50,000/- | 15285039026001 Satish Kumar,
Kumar Sah, S/O Late Kusho Sah, Nayatola|on well pucca which area is 12 katha 14 dhur 5 dhurki situated at Mauza|31.01.2019 along with| ™ ps 55 ggg/- | Beneficiary: Punjab | Mob.: 9422619460
Keshopur, Jamalpur, Munger - 811214, 2.|keshopur, Mohall-Nayatola, Keshopur Pargana Munger, Maroof Sekhara|further interest and cost And Sind Bank, IFSC E-mail:
Krishnandan Kumar sah, S/O Late Kusho Sah, |Pali Elake Police station Jamalpur, Sub registry and district munger bearing|and expenses. Code: PSIB0021528 | M1528@psb.co.in
Nayatola Keshopur, Jamalpur, Munger - 811214, | Tauzi no.- 416, Jamindari bihar govt. under circle officer Halka jamalpur
3. Smt. Guriya Devi , W. O Krishnanandan Sah, |thana no. 22, Muncipality Jamalpur ward no. D and municipal survey seat
Nayatola Dharhara Marg, Near DAV School,|no. 111 and plot no. 12284 in the area 1.7125 katha, Bounded by: On the
Keshopur Jamalpur, Munger - 811214. North by: House of Vendor, On the South by: Half portion of the holding

allotted in fav of Garib sao, On the East by :Dharhara Road, On the West by:
House of Faggu devi.

8 |BRANCH: LAXMIPUR Land & Building at Mauza- Barari, Thana- Barari, Sub-Registry office- 31.12.2017 Rs. 43,00,000/- Alc No. Branch: Laxmipur
Imamul Haque, S/o. Md. Sajjad Ali, R/o- Barari,|Katihar, Distt.- Katihar, Thana No.- 254, Tauzi No.- 1/1309, Khata No.- 299, |Rs. 16,47,073.00 as on|—p-"2"30 000/~ | 10755039026001 Rajiv Mandal,
Thana- Barari, Distt.- Katihar. Khesra No.- 654, Total Area of land- 26% Dec. (12 Dec. & 14% Dec.),|30.09.2017 along with R' ’25’000, Beneficiary: Punjab | Mob.: 7979868461

Boundary(Area of land- 12 Dec.): North- Khesra No.- 660, South- Bandh, |further interest and cost $- £9,0000= 1 And Sind Bank, IFSC E-mail:

East- Abdul Rahim, West- A/p Purchaser Kasim, Boundary (Area of land-
14%2 Dec.): North- Bandh, South- Katchi Road, East- Abdul Rahim, West-
Alp Purchaser Kasim.

and expenses.

Code: PSIB0021075

L1075@psb.co.in

9 | BRANCH: DARBHANGA

1. Raman Kumar Sinha, S.O. Late Harimohan
Prasad, Mohalla Subhankarpur, P.O-
Subhankarpur, P.S- Town, Anchal Sadar,
Darbhanga - 846006.

2. Chanda Srivastav, W.O. Raman Kumar Sinha,
Mohalla Subhankarpur, P.O- Subhankarpur, P.S —
Town, Anchal Sadar, Darbhanga - 846006.

Mauza - Subhankarpur, Pargana-PaschimBhigo, PS- Town Thana, Anchal-
SadarDarbhnaga, Sub Registry &amp; District Darbhanga, Tauzi No 1829,
Naka No-3, Kheshra No., 13151,13152,13153,13154,13154, 13155,
13156,13157,13158 (Minjumla Part) 515, 516 &amp; 517 (Minjumla, Part)
measuring 1 Katha 02 dhur = 2090 sq. ft. (Registered Deed Number 12358
dated 09/08/2018 registered in the office of the Sub Registrar Darbhanga
and recorded/entered in Book No 1, Volume No. 158, Pages- 124 to 132, CD
No 26, Token No 12741 dated 09/08/2018) Bounded By: On the North by Ajit
Kumar Sinha, On the South by Legal Heirs of Anjani Kumar Sinha &amp;
Road, On the East by Road, On the West by Road.

03.12.2019
Rs. 13,83,927.43 as on
30.11.2019 along with
further interest and cost
and expenses.

Rs. 35,00,000/-

Rs.3,50,000/-

Rs. 25,000/-

Alc No.
13905039026001
Beneficiary: Punjab
And Sind Bank, IFSC
Code: PSIB0021390

Branch: Darbhanga
Devendu Kumar,
Mob.: 8437692053
E-mail:
D1390@psb.co.in

1. The e-Auctionis being held on "AS IS WHERE IS" and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVAR THERE IS BASIS"
2. To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorized Officer, there is no encumbrance on any property. However, the intending bidders should make their own independent inquires regarding the encumbrance, title of
property/ies put on auction and claims/rights/dues/effecting the property, prior to submitting their bid. The e-Auction advertisement does not constitute does not constitute and will not be deemed to constitute any commitment
or any representation of the bank. The property is being sold with all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unknown to the bank. The Authorized Officer/Secured Creditor shal not be responsible in any way

for any third party claims/rights/dues.

3. It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid.
4. The intended bidders who have deposited the EMD and require assistance in creating Login ID & Password. uploading data, submitting bid, training on e-bidding process etc., may contact Help Desk: +91 - 7291981124,
7291981125, 7291981126, Helpline e-mail ID - support@bankeauction.com and for any property related query may contact Authorize Officers during the office hours on any working day.
5. Only buyers holding valid User ID/Password and confirmed payment of EMD through NEFT/RTGS shall be eligible for participating in the e-Auction process.
6. The interested bidders, who have submitted their EMD not below the 10% of Reserve Price through online mode before 04:00 PM on 24.02.2021, shall be eligible for participating in the e-bidding process. The e-Auction of
above properties would be conducted exactly on the scheduled Date & Time as mentioned against each property by way of inter-es bidding amongst the bidders. The bidder shall improve their offer in multiple of the amount
mentioned under the column "Bid increase Amount" against each property. In case bid is placed in the last 5 minutes of the closing time of the e-auction, the closing times will automatically get extended for 5 minutes (subject
to maximum of unlimited extension of 5 minutes each). The bidder who submits the highest bid amount (not below the Reserve Price) on closure of e-Auction process shall be declared as Successful Bidder and
communication to that effect will be issued through electronic mode which shall be subject to approval by the Authorized Officer Secured Creditor.
7. The prospective qualified bidders may avail online training on e-Auction from M/s. C1 India Pvt. Ltd. Prior to the date of e-Auction. Neither the Authorized Officer/Bank nor M/s. C1 India Pvt. Ltd., shall be liable for any Internet
Network problem and the interested bidders to ensure that they are technically well equipped for participating in the e-Auction event.
8. The Purchaser shall bear the applicable stamp duties/additional stamp duty/transfer charges, fee etc. and also all the statutory, non-statutory dues, taxes, rates. assessment charges, fees etc. owing to anybody prior and future.
9. The Authorized Officer is not bound to accept the highest offer and the Authorized Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject any or all offer(s) or adjourn/postpone/cancel the e-Auction without assigning any reason thereof.
10. The bidders are advised to go through the detailed Terms & Conditions of e-Auction available on the Website (https://www.bankeauctions.com) of M/s. C1 India Pvt. Ltd. before submitting their bids and taking partin the e-Auction.
THIS NOTICE ISALSO BE TREATED AS 15 DAYS STATUTORY SALE NOTICE TO BE BORROWERAND GUARANTORS (LRS)UNDER RULE 8(6) SARFAESISECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULE 2002.

Place : Patna
Date :24.01.2020

Authorised Officer
PUNJAB & SIND BANK

New Delhi

Office of the Executive Engineer, Project South, South Zone Office Complex,
9th Main, 9th Cross, Jayanagara 2nd Block, Bengaluru - 560 011.

ﬁ BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Date: 22.01.2021
TION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT)
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only) (Two Cover System)

The Executive Engineer, Project South Division, invites tenders
on behalf of the BBMP Commissioner from eligible Contractors
for the works detailed in the table below:

No.EEP(S)/E-Procu/46/2020-21

INVI

Approx.
o Name of the Work A{ggggggr"‘ R
(Rs. in Lakhs)
Providing Truss work for pathway (Ganesh
Temple Park) and other developmental works
1 | at Widia Layout park (opp. to Library building) 99.00 | 1,98,000/-
in Ward No. 132 Attiguppe (As per KW-3).
Development of Kitturu Rani Chennamma
2 | Circle Park in Ward No. 182, Padmanabha| 200.00 | 3,00,000/-
nagar (As per KW-4).
Development of Park in Ward No. 165, 3
3 Ganeshmandira (As per KW-4). 200.00 | 3,00,0007

1) Tender documents may be downloaded from e-procurement
portal. 2) Pre-bid Meeting: 30.01.2021 at 03.00 p.m. 3) Last
date and time for receipt of tenders: 04.02.2021 upto 4.00 p.m.
4) Date of opening of Technical Bid : 06.02.2021 at 4.30 p.m.
5) Date of opening of Financial Bid : 09.02.2021 at 4.00 p.m.
Further details can be accessed from GoK e-procurement
website:_https://leproc. karnataka.gov.in or contact the office
ofthe undersigned.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Project - South Division
PAY DEVELOPMENT CHARGES, HELP TO DEVELOP BENGALURU
STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.
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Another cross-border tunnel found in J&K, second in 10 days

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JANUARY 23

THE BSF Saturday detected yet an-
other cross-border tunnel near
the International Border in

discovered tunnels, though, it has
a diameter significantly larger
than 3 ft. Officials said the tunnel
opened upinside the barbed wire
fence between BSF border posts
14 and 15—an area opposite to
Pakistan’s Abhiyal Dogra and

nels to infiltrate into Jammu and
Kashmir isacommon phenome-
non. According to BSF, ten cross-
border tunnels have been de-
tected in Jammu region in the last
six months—four of them in
Samba and Kathua districts.

trict’s Regal area through which
four heavily armed Jaish-e-
Mohammad militants had en-
tered the Union Territory. They
were later killed by police and se-
curity forces at Ban Toll Plaza near
Nagrota on the Jammu-Srinagar

Public Auction Notice
Debts Recovery Tribunal
A, B & F Wings, Karpuri Thakur Sadan, Ashiana Digha Road, Patna — 800 025
State Bank of India, Stressed Assets Recovery Branch, 2nd Floor, Main Branch Building,
West Gandhi Maidan, Patna-800001
Vs
M/s Annapurna Udyog & others
(In R.P. Case No. 57/2016 arising out of Certificate No. OA. 149/2015)
E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

As per order dated 23/12/2020, under mentioned property will be sold by public online e-Auction on the
date and time mentioned herein for recovery of Rs.88,89,202.00 from M/s Annapurna Udyog & Others, the
sum is recoverable together with interest, cost, charges, as per the certificate. The auction sale will be by way
of online e-Auction.

Description of Property:

Jammuand KashmirsKathuadis- ~ Kingre-de-Kothe outposts in The previous tunnel was national highway. - Reserve Date and
. . c gt e Description of Property N EMD time of
trict. This was the second tunnel ~ Shakargarh district. This is the  foundonJanuary 13.Itopened up On Thursday, Lt Governor Price Auction
fou(;ld inKathuadistrictin the last zame areaV\{here BSFsh(c)ltdowna ?0—30 m 1ns]13%§ the parbed w1r'e Man(;] Slr}?a(?ad cl&alredameetd— SCHEDULE B Rs.39.00.0007- | Rs.3.90.0007-] 20/02/2021
10days. ) rone carryingarmsand ammu-  fence at Bobbiyan in Kathua's ing of Unified Headquarters an . (Land & Building) (Rupees Thirty|  (Rupees between
Thelatest tunnel,accordingto  nition in June 2020 and foiledan ~ Hiranagar sector. reviewed the security situation ~ The tunnel is around 150m The details of Sale Deed and rectification deed is as follows:- Nine Lacs | Three Lacs | 12.30 P.M.
BSFofficials,isaround 150mlong  infiltration bid in November 2019. InNovember, the borderforce ~ with top officers of the police, longand 30ft deep . Express ﬁ?'e_ SD/eeg i N0L5‘|‘6S9:hdf';ted,d30-$3-f28121 egeCUtedP gy KKLtJ'rr?ar Only) ?r%d N'netg to 4&?0 Pt-M-
: - g ~ : e : iraj S/o Hira Lal Sah, Resident of Bada Bazar, P.S.-Katihar, ousan with auto
and 30 ft deep. Unlike previously The use of cross-border tun-  had found a tunnelinSambadis-  army and other security forces. Katihar in favour of Sri Manoj Kumar Agrawal and Sri Pramod Only) on extension
Kumar Agrawal both S/o Gauri Shankar Agrawal resident of or before clause in
Bhawanipur, P.S. Bhawanipur, District-Purnea, for Rs.3,42,000/- 18/02/2021 case of
SEXUAL ASSAULT CASE with regard to land admeasuring an area of 43 decimals 05 Kari upto 4.00 bid in last
. . appertaining to Khata No.380, 35, Khesra No.4723, 4725, 4736, P.M. 5 minutes
Three Staffers Of a?,ﬁ 3:"\@ g%'q"‘ BOI 1 ZONAL OFFICE; PATNA ZONE 4737, Thana No.77 situated at Mauza-Dalan, Thana-Katihar, before
- L District-Katihar butted and bounded as follows:- North: Niz closing, if
3 - T 1st Floor, Chanakva Place. R-Block. Patna-800001 Bikreta, South: Niz Bikreta, West: Niz Bikreta, East: Niz Bikreta required.
Bllaspur Shelter Bank of India };q\ ; y " ! Rectification Deed No. 12299 dated 06/08/2011 executed by
J 1 (Te|-2220640'543, Fax: 0612'2223178) Sri Kumar Niraj in favour of M/s Annapurna Udyog through its
hOIne held 2 on partners Sri Manoj Kumar Agrawal, Sri Pramod Kumar Agrawal
’
. APPENDIX- IV-A both S/o Sri Gauri Shankar Agrawal, resident of Bhawanipur,
the run: Pohce [See proviso to rule 8 (6)] District-Purnea and Sri Niraj Kumar S/o Late Hira Lal Sah,
° LE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES resident of Bada Bazar, Katihar, P.S. + District- Katihar with
regard to land admeasuring an area of 43 decimals 05 Kari
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security | |appertaining to Khata No.380, 35, Khesra No.4723, 4725, 4736,
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE InterestAct, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 4737, Thana No.77 situated at Mauza-Dalan, Thana-Katihar,
BILASPUR, JANUARY 23 Notice is hereby given to the public ip general arjd in particqlar to the Borrower (s) and Guarantorﬂs) thatl the below descﬁbed immovable_ property District-Katihar butted and bounded as follows:- Noth: Niz
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the physical Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of India ,Secured Creditor will be | | Bikreta, South: Niz Bikreta, West: Niz Bikreta, East: Niz Bikreta

sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is “, and “whatever there is” on the date mentioned below, for recovery of dues as mentioned hereunder to bank of India from
the below mentioned borrower(s) & guarantor(s). The reserve price and the Earnest money deposit are also mentioned hereunder:

Details of Borrower/Plant & Machinery/Mortgaged Property/Inspection Date/ Date E-auction/Reserve Price & EMD.
Date, Time of E-auction:- 25/02/2021 at 12:00 Noon to 2:00 PM. Followed by three extensions of 10 minutes
Inspection Date & Time of the Property: Till 19/02/2021 from 10.00 AM to 4.00 PM in consultation with the
Authorized Officer of Patna Zone (Bihar)

Last Date of acceptance of bids for E-Auction on: 23/02/2021

SI L. 1.ReservePrice &|
No' Borrower/Guarantors Description of the Asset/Property 2.EarnestMoney

Details of e-auction agency:

Company Name/address:- M/s E-procurement Technologies Limited, A-801, Wall Street-Il, Opp-Orient Club,
Nr. Gujarat College, Ellis Bridge, Ahmedabad-380006, Gujrat, India.

Contact No. 079-61200548.

Website add: https://drt.auctiontiger.net

e-mail Address:- bihar@auctiontiger.net, vivek@auctiontiger.net

Contact Person: Mr. Vivek Kacharia (Mob. No.079-61200548) and Mr. Ali Jouhar (6352490780)

Details of the facilitation center:

Address: State Bank of India, SARB, 2nd Floor, Patna SBI Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan,
Patna-800001, Bihar, India.

THREE WOMEN employees of
Chhattisgarh’s ~ Shivmangal
Shikshan Samiti that ran the
Ujjawala Home in Bilaspur were
arrested on Friday while two other
women staff members are on the
run, police said.

The president of the NGO was

i E-mail ID: sbi.05176@sbi.co.in
arrested on charges of sexually Deposit(EMD) . ) ) )
and physically abusing womenon 01.| M/s Sheo Shakti Industries (1) Owner of property: All the part and parcel of Property in the name of M/s Na.me of Contact Person_'l.- N!r. Arunjay Sharma, Chief Manager, SARB, Patna, Mob No. 7633996748, e-mail
phy. y g ’ ’ . " h . . 3 146.30 Lakhs | |ID: arunjay.sharma@sbi.co.in
Thursdav d frerth (Lalan Prasad, Ajay Prasad, Smt. Renu Devi & Sudha | Sheo Shakti Industries, Situated at: Mauza- Bihia, Khata No.- 375, Plot No.- ACCOUNT DETAIL FOR ONLINE MONEY TRANFER
ursday, days atter three women Devi), 2069, Thana No.- 147, Sub Registrar- Jagdishpur, Dist.- Bhojpur. (EMD) ALCOUNT UEIAR POR ONLIVE MUNEY TRANFER
— who escaped from the home Branch: Bihia Admeasuring- 22.95 Decimal. Boundary of Property —North- Industrial Plot ACCOUNT NO. & NAME NAME IFSC CODE

No.- B/3, South- Industrial Plot No.- B/6, East- Industrial Plot No.- A/9, West-
40'wide P.C.C. Road.

(2) Hypothecated Plant & Machinery.

*P&M and land will be sold in a single lot.

Total Due: T 2,33,44,522.37 (Rupees Two Crore,
Thirty three lakh, forty four thousand, five hundred
twenty two and thirty seven paise) plus interest as
mentioned in notice issued dated 28.08.2018 under
rule 13(2) & interest accrued there on along with 'cost &
Charges'.

M/s. Maasarda Grain Food Products Pvt. Ltd.
(Akshay Kr. Singh, Rai Bahadur Singh, Shivji Singh,
Suijit Kr. Singh, Dilip Kr. Singh & Ranijit Kumar)
Branch:Mohania

Total Due: < 6,21,87,766.10 (Rupees Six Crore twenty
one lacs eighty seven thousand seven hundred sixty
six & ten paise) plus interest as mentioned in notice
issued dated 04.06.2018 under rule 13(2) & interest
accrued there on along with 'cost & Charges'.

M/s Sai Rice Mill
(Prop- Santosh Kumar Singh)

% 14.63 Lakhs 31472262527

SARB COLLECTION A/C

TERMS & CONDITIONS OF SALE:-

1. The property shall be sold “as is where is basis”.

2. The intending bidders should register the participation with the service provider well in advance and get
user ID and password for participating in E-auction. It can be procured only when the requisite Earnest Money
Deposit be paid by prescribed mode.

3. To take part in Auction, each bidder shall deposit Earnest Money (EMD) @ of 10% of the Reserve
Price which shall be paid by electronic transfer to the concerned Bank’s EMD Account or through DD/
pay order drawn in favour of Recovery Officer, DRT., Patna alongwith copy of PAN card, Address proof
and Identity proof with E-mail ID, Mobile No. of bidder. The Envelop containing EMD along with details
of documents should be superscribed R.P. No.57/2016 and in case of the company copy of resolution
by the Board members of the company or any other decument confirming representation/attorney of
the company should reach on or before 4.00 P.M. of 18/02/2021 in the office of Recovery Officer, DRT.,
Patna or should credit the amount in respective Bank’s/Financial Instution’s account. EMD received
thereafter shall not be considered.

4. The successful bidder shall have to pay 25% of the sale proceeds (including EMD) on the next working day

earlier this week — alleged that STATE BANK OF INDIA SBIN0000152
they were drugged and raped at
the government-aided shelter.
Meanwhile, a woman who
was lodged at the shelter home for
three months in 2012-2013 has
submitted an application at the
Bilaspur SP's office, alleging that
the president of the NGO kept
women against their will in the
home. “WhenIwas staying there,
...(he) would come to our room
and touch the mentally disturbed
patients’ chestand waist. If some-

02. (1) Owner of property: All the part and parcel of Property in the name of Maa
Sarda Grain Food Products Pvt Ltd, Situated near Toll plaza, Mauza-
Pipariya, Survey Plot No.-88, 89, 90, 91, Khata No.- 66, 191, 213, Thana No.-
41, Sub Registrar- Mohania, Dist.- Kaimur. Admeasuring -182.00 Decimal,
vide sale deed 931 dated 18.02.2014, Boundaries : North- Chhawar
(Presently Kaccha Rasta), South- Plot No. 112 & 113, Sharda Prasad Singh &
Kamal Singh, East- Plot No. 92 & 93,Sharda Prasad Singh & Arun Singh,
West- Plot No. 87, Dinanath Singh, (2) Hypothecated Plant & Machinery,
*P&M and land will be sold in a single lot.

Owner of property: All the land and building of Rice Mill in the name of Sri
Santosh Kumar Singh, s/o Sri Radheshyam Singh, Situated at: Survey

% 497.47 Lakhs
(EMD)
% 49.75 Lakhs

03. 3 48.15 Lakhs

one objected, we were forced to Branch:A!'rah ) Khesra Plot No.-3039, Khata No.-598, Thana No.-263, Mauza- Bichala (EMD) of sale through the mode as stated above.
beat them,” read the letter ac- Total Due: X 30,53,321.16 (Rupees Thirty Lakh fifty | Jangal, PS- Jagdishpur, Distt.- Bhojpur, total area admeasuring 62 Decimal, 7 4.82 Lakhs 5. The purchaser shall deposit the balance 75% of the sale proceeds before the undersinged on or before 15th

three thousand three hundred twenty one and sixteen
paise) plus interest as mentioned in notice issued
dated 01.07.2016 under rule 13(2) & interest accrued
there on along with 'cost & Charges'.

Mr. Birjan Sah & Mrs. Kamlawati Devi

Boundary: North: Madan Pandey & Chandra Pandit, South: Black Top Village
Road, East: Haridwar Pandey, West: Chandra Shekhar Pandey
Type of Property: Freehold

day from the date of sale of the Property, exclusive of such day, or if the 15th day be Sunday or other holiday,
then on the first office day after the 15th day alongwith the poundage fee @ 2% upto Rs.1,000/- and @ 1% on
the excess of such gross amount over Rs.1,000/- by prescribed mode as stated above.

6. In case of default of payment within the prescribed period, the property shall be resold, after the issue of
fresh proclamation of sale. The deposit, after defraying the expenses of the sale, may, if the undersigned

cessed by The Sunday Express.
The woman alleged that she

was not allowed to meet her fam-

ily, even her 6-year-old daughter,

04. Owner of property: All that part and parcel of land & property in the name of

Mrs. Kamlawati Devi Situated at Mauza- Barahbatra, Old Khata No. 86, New

% 11.50 Lakhs

b (Co-Borrower), i s f : f ;
whowas at another shelter “I'was Branch: Arrah Khata No. 809, Old Plot No.-415 (part), New Plot No.1238(part), Thana No. (EMD) thinks fit, be forfeited to the Qove;rnment and the defaulting purchaser shall forfeit all claims to the property or
X . . . - A A ! to any part of the sum for which it may subsequently be sold.
scared ofspeakmg up alone. But Total Due: ¥ 1531788/- (Rupees Fifteen lacs thirty one | 244, Ward No. 1(Old)3 (New), Vill- Mirganj, Po+Ps-Arrah, District- Bhojpur, %1.15 Lakhs 7. The Recovery Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject any bid or bids or to postpone or cancel the

Area:1 Katha vide sale deed no.-5883 dated 03.05.2013, Boundary: North:
Md. Suffiyan, South: 6 ft. Wide Rasta, East: Shakuntala kunwar , West:
Shakuntala kunwar & kashinath sao

Type of Property: Freehold

thousand seven hundred eighty eight only ) plus
interest as mentioned in notice issued dated
06.10.2017 under rule 13(2) & interest accrued there
on along with 'cost & Charges’

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Bank of India, Secured Creditor's website i.e. https://ibapi.in

Place : Patna Authorised Officer
Date :23.01.2020 BANK OF INDIA

through media reports, I can see
that he has affected many
women...”

However, Bilaspur SP Prashant
Agrawal said he has not received
the letter mentioned above. “Two
womenwhoworked at the home

e-auction without assigning any reasons.

8. EMD of unsuccessful bidder shall be returned the same day of auction by DRT/Bank by credit to the
account of bidder mention in bid form.

9. Prospective bidder may avail online training from service provider.

10. Prospective bidders are advised to go through the website for details terms & conditions of sale before
submitting their bids or contact Branch Manager of the concerned Branch.

(Kumar Rajiv Ranjan)
Recovery Officer

Dated : 22.01.2021

are on the runand we are going to
arrest them. Three women have ®
e [}
been arrested and sent to judicial 1"' ‘ (SEILGONBAATBRE
custody. If more people come up I /’ WAKING INDIA AFFORDABLE
with information in the case, we THE MILLINNIAI AN 15090012015, 40012015, 450012078 CERTIFIED COMPANY
Willinvestigate." SECTOR 37D GURUGRAM THE MILLENNIA I"
BETTER THAN THE BEST AFFORDABLE GROUP HOUSING
. LICENGE NO.: 17 of 2020 dated 17.07.2020
TW() Chlldren :SE:-I/\/::: ::]:rf:rgzﬂoe?:;d09-11-2020 List of application numbers of successful applicants in the draw of flats in The Millennia lll, Residential Apartments, Sector-37D, Gurugram
d. . L peiihary gov. held on Thursday, 21 of January 2021, at The Pllazio Hotel, Plot No. 292-296, Sector - 29, HUDA City Centre, Gurugram, Haryana.
ie in Lucknow
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in time... It took more than an 895 2884 6932 8719 11084 12006 50208 50813 673 1680 2430 3472 4712 6525 8404 9010 9973 10963 11753 12378 50103 50496 50641 875 1980 2584 3698 5508 7063 11089 50096 50320
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757 1737 2522 3506 4778 6581 8437 9046 10004 11019 11773 12393 50128 50510 50666 935 2016 2700 3774 5539 7072 11484 50099 50335
Bhadauria. ENS 927 2062 7517 8797 11099 12096 50249 943 2020 2714 3825 5555 7571 11514 50104 50338
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the dog and pelt stones at it. This - - . : - - g
1450795 31.2176  48.11083  65.5520 16,6977 35,9568 50,4726 73,7731 0212505  111.50672  130.11658  149.1764 1810 5133 8853 9228 9497 11223 12141 12155 12445
had probably made the dog bark - - - " : : -
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at him often. At one point ' ’ ’ " " ' )
Muth lai d 16.11960  33.749 50.3633 67.12177 18.12985 37.643 56.50613 75.8188 94,9234 113.50598 132.10788 151.4027 2856 5586 9201 9230 10310 11686 12147 12158 12531
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about the dog to a person who
was feeding it. He took the dog Disclaimer: 1sq.mt. = 10.7639 sq.ft.
away due to Complamtibut the e The draw of flats of The Millennia Ill was held under the supervision of DTCP officials as per the guidelines laid down in Affordable Housing Policy e Confirmed Allotmentlist is in ascending order (Top to bottom)
dog managed to return,” an offi-

ceratthe Sellur police station said.

Police booked both persons
under the Prevention of Cruelty
against Animals Act, 1960. ENS
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Narayani Gupta

TIS anational festival which does not

move around like Diwali or Eid-ul-

Fitr. It is fixed in the Gregorian calen-

dar, so much so that it is not referred

to by the clunky Gantantra Divas but

as Chhabees Janvari. My generation
will remember the cold morning of January
26, 1951, when we were wakened to the
sound, then the sight of villagers walking bare-
foot to Rajpath, shoes prudently carried on
their heads to save them from the harsh tarred
roads. Which explains the déja vu feeling in
late March 2020 — but with a difference: un-
like their grandparents, the endless line of peo-
ple were walking away from the city.

Republic Day echoes to other footsteps,
too — the marching feet of soldiers and of chil-
dren in the parade, the abandon of folk-
dances, familiar but always impressive and
strangely moving. Variety comes in the form
of jhankis (tableau) presented by different
states with the same pride as school children
presenting “projects”.

What if one were to visualise a jhanki for
our own millennium city? A city constantly
on the build (and often clearly on the make)
like Delhi, should look before and after. Things
that have happened in the last year have given
much to think about. Atany moment, the city
can find the ecological balance of centuries
upset, not only by avirus, but by human pred-
ators, including those who are its custodians.

For centuries, those who settled here have
flattened its surface, channelled its streams,
cut into its quartzite and sandstone to build
forts, garden-houses and walkways nested on
green carpets. That magic combination of
dusty rose sandstone, clear water and verdant
foliage is the signature of Delhi. References to

POINT OF VIEW

Vision from the Past

The Martyrs’ Monument in Chandigarh’s Capitol
Complex nears completion with the installation
of Le Corbusier’s enigmatic sculptures
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“monuments” often ignore the complex na-
ture of this urbanscape. The great builders
knew where to build but also where not to.

There was an instinctive harmony and bal-
ancein the height of buildings set off by green
lawns or pedestrian paths, the ratio of open
space and built area, the vanishing points, the
balance of textures and colours. Today, our
open spaces — the lungs of the city — have to
be guarded vigilantly. There are a number of
such spaces, but turning the light on three ma-
jor ones will be enough to make the point —
first, the open spaces and lawns of Humayun’s
mausoleum (designed in the 1570s, modified
by the Archaeological Survey in the 1920s); the
spacious boulevard of Shah Jahan’s Chandni
Chowk (mid-17th century) from where pedes-
trians with good vision could see the Badshah
on his throne; and, finally, the century-old
Kingsway/Rajpath, designed by British horti-
culturists inspired by the Mughals, with a two-
mile lawn and water channels, encircled by ja-
mun trees that come alive in the monsoon.

If only we could rewind and listen to con-
versations about these spaces at the time they
were designed! Humayun must have de-
scribed the wonderful gardens in Iran he had
seen when in exile. His son Akbar created a
carpet-garden for him on the bank of the
Yamuna, more beautiful than the one in Kabul
where his grandfather Babur was buried.
Eighty years later, Shah Jahan was also inspired
by drawings of Isfahan, of a great imperial av-
enue, with room for all. That in Shahjahanabad
led from the Fort to the Fatehpuri Mosque.
Unlike in Europe, avenues in India were not
named, but the people’s name for an orna-
mental pool — Chandni Chowk — was used
for the street. With the reincarnated nahar of
Ferozeshah Tughlaq running downiits length,
the street came to life and became anicon. Ali
Mardan, the Persian whom the canal was

Escaping Home
Tamil writer Salma on chronicling the
claustrophobia of home and the universal story

ARTSetc

of women

What could be more emblematic of a capital constantly on the build than
the harmony of a familiar monument, a bustling avenue and a broad
boulevard commanding a view of the corridors of power and an open sky?

OURS ARETHE
STREETS AND
THE SKIES

The Rajpath and the
Humayun’s Tomb
are among the finest
examples of Indian
design, offering
people respite from
their daily drudgery

named after, who had alsolaid out the Lahore
canal, must have been a satisfied man.
Architects and engineers commanded well-
deserved honour at the royal court.

As they did in early 20th-century Delhi,
too. The centre of the British capital in India,
running west to east, was exactly parallel to
Chandni Chowk, and to one of the two av-
enues dividing Humayun's garden into four
baghs. Based on classical Roman planning
principles revived by Palladio, it was a green
expanse, a counterpoint to the hill where the
dramatic twin Secretariat buildings soared up
to the plateau of the Government House.

After Independence, the Humayun’s Tomb
gardensdid duty asarefugee camp. Half acen-
tury later, the Aga Khan Trust breathed new
life into it. Chandni Chowk was almost de-
stroyed by mindless jerry-building and indis-
criminate motorised traffic, until two years ago,
when a rescue operation was mounted and

the area reclaimed. On Rajpath, the green on
both sides are a temptation to “developers” to
whom open areas are empty areas, an invita-
tiontobuild on. The jamun trees and the build-
ing bye-laws held their own and the serenity
remained even after administrative blocks and
cultural venues were builtin the’50s and '80s.

Why should I wish these three spaces to
be the theme of the jhanki for Delhi? Because
one of the messages of last year’s pandemic s
that monumentality has nothing to offer; that
“development” does not mean less trees, less
grass underfoot. Or, more motor cars, more of-
fices, more paper, more people requiring more
space. Neither shops nor government offices
need more space. The magic phrase — “on-
line” — can scale them down. Efficiency is
achieved by energetic work and a healthy at-
mosphere, which s contingent on clean, beau-
tiful open spaces where we can connect with
earth and sky. When it comes to designing

The Day of the Citizen

The annual presidential address on the eve of Republic Day is an occasion for introspection and affirmation of our constitutional values

PHOTOS: RENUKAPURI

cities, itis Japan we have tolearn from, not the
USA, where there is still so much land to ex-
ploit. Nor from the British imperial notion of
cantonment planning, but from the design of
British offices today, spare and minimal.

Do we really believe “development” is
marked by huge convention centres or nine-
storeyed buildings for departments that keep
expanding on a variation of Parkinson’s law
(work expands according to the space avail-
able)? Wouldn'tit be much more rewarding to
retain for all the people the spaces bequeathed
by earlier generations of builders and design-
ers of vision. Our three examples need no re-
inforcing — a memorial which is among the
finest, most uplifting of Indian architecture,
setinquiet tree-shaded lawns where children
can play; an avenue of which the city’s poets
wrote with affection; aboulevard command-
ingaview of a harmonious ensemble of build-
ings and institutions inviting you to a shared
culture, a majestic expanse of sky.

Art historians may sometimes lose sight
of the wood for the trees, indulge in doubts
about “authenticity”, argue about pink sand-
stone or blue domes, label narrowly as “colo-
nial” what was actually part of international
designinitiatives. But to jaded office-workers,
exhausted housebound women, children re-
leased from the tyranny of homework, these
places are priceless gifts — the spaciousness
of Humayun’s Tomb gardens, the pedestri-
anised Chandni Chowk, the majestic Central
Vista as it is today. Interact with them and
there might be an unexpected moment of de-
light when you echo something said by one
of our greatest architects, Louis Kahn. “The sun
never knew how great it was until it hit the
side of a building,” For the sun to light up our
buildings, we have to respect our unbuilt areas.

Narayani Gupta is a Delhi-based historian

Praveen Siddharth

OCCASIONALLY, A televised event can bring a
lump to the throat, due to an overwhelming
feeling of national pride, like when our cricket
team wins a major tournament overseas. But
something that occurs more predictably is the
President’s annual address on the eve of
Republic Day. We watch it on our televisions,
not merely as spectators
but as participants in the
exercise of nation building
that we embarked upon
collectively in 1950.

Other heads of state also
give televised speeches, the
most famous, perhaps, be-
ing the annual Christmas
address by the British
monarch, a tradition since
1932, or the US President’s
state-of-union address. But
these are more in the form
of personal reflections or
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COLLABORATION WITH THE
RAsSHTRAPATI BHAVAN

also a product of years of labour and resolve.
The midwives — the members of our
Constituent Assembly — enacted the
Constitution on November 24, 1949, but they
waited until January 26, 1950, to proclaim it
as the guiding document of our nation. During
the 1929 Lahore session of the Indian National
Congress, it was decided that this date will
henceforth be celebrated as our Independence
Day. So, when our Constitution was finally
ready, the members did not
want to lose the signifi-
cance of the date.

In many ways, our
Republic Day is more signif-
icant than our
Independence Day. India
may have become free
from British rule on August
15, 1947, but life was
breathed into our nation
with the adoption of the
Constitution. In the inter-
vening period, we were a
British dominion. Our head

accounts of actions taken
during the year. The address by our president,
on the other hand, is an occasion for collective
introspection, a mirror held up to our con-
science by our first citizen.

Justas ourindependence was the result of
decades of struggle, our birth as a republic was

of state was King George VI,
represented by the governor general for India,
and our head of government, Jawaharlal
Nehru, was acting as the secretary for state.

With our Constitution, we took our first
steps towards defining our identity as a sover-
eigndemocraticrepublic. On January 26, 1950,

COURTESY:RASHTRAPATIBHAVAN

IN THIS TOGETHER
The Republic Day celebration in 1953

at 10.18 am, in the Durbar Hall of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan governor general C
Rajagopalachari read out a proclamation an-
nouncing the birth of our republic. This was
followed by the swearing-in of our first pres-
ident, Rajendra Prasad, and our first prime
minister, Jawaharlal Nehru and his cabinet.In

his first Republic Day speech, which was also
his acceptance speech, President Prasad an-
nounced, “Today, for the first time in our long
and chequered history we find the whole of
this vastland... brought together under the ju-
risdiction of one constitution and one union
which takes over responsibility for the wel-

fare of more than 320 million men and
women who inhabitit”.

From then on, every year, our presidents
have sought to remind us not only of how far
we have come but also how far we are yet to
travel inour collective pursuit of the ideals spelt
out in 1950. In his 1967 address, President S
Radhakrishnansaid, “Our ties subsist because
they were not of iron and steel, oreven of gold,
but of the silken cords of the human spirit”.

At the same time, our presidents have re-
minded us who the real owners of this enter-
prise are. Our ambitions and dreams are no
longer enslaved by the wishes of a few thou-
sands in foreign shores. As president R
Venkatraman stated in his 1990 address,
Republic Day was the day “the citizens of India
were guaranteed fundamental rights to life and
liberty and were freed from exploitation and
discrimination. Above all, it was on this day
thatevery citizen of India emerged as the sov-
ereign of the country through the adoption of
universal adult franchise”. Our presidents have
implored us to shun parochialism. In his 1997
address, President Shankar Dayal Sharma ap-
pealed, “we must all develop a broad national-
istoutlook whereby we view every issue not in
alimited, narrow or parochial perspective but
in the context of the good of the nation.”

The annual presidential address is com-
posed of the president’s own thoughts, not that
of the executive. As aresult, they have used this
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opportunity to highlight what they feel is the
need of the hour. The bedrock of every address
has been the principles enshrined in our
Constitution. President Pranab Mukherjee said
it best in his 2013 address, “India did not win
freedom from the Britishin order to deny free-
domto Indians. The Constitution represented
a second liberation, this time from the stran-
glehold of traditional inequity in gender, caste,
community, along with other fetters...”

Finally, our Presidents have also prompted
us to not be content merely with looking at
what benefits us as a country but also strive
to make the world a better place. In 2018,
President Ram Nath Kovind set our goals
many notches higher. He said, “The highest
stage of India’s nation-building project is to
contribute to building a better world —a com-
posite and cohesive world, a world at peace
withitself and at peace with nature.”

Whether they actas nudges for introspec-
tion, guiding lights, or progress milestones,
these addresses have had one thing in com-
mon: timelessness. What was said halfa cen-
tury ago still holds good today. Our presidents
have been the voice of our collective con-
science. So, when we listen to the address on
the 26th, we would do well to remember that
we are only listening to our inner selves.

Praveen Siddharth is private secretary to the

President of India
N B
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THINGS FALL APART
A still from The Squid and the Whale

The Squid and the Whale explores
the fallout of a collapsing marriage

Shubhra Gupta

Moment of Reckoning

The insurrection in the US provided an opportunity for other nations to reaffirm
their faith in democracy

SLICEOF LIFE

WO PEOPLE falling apart is as natural as two

people falling in love. It's funny how we spend

considerable time and emotion in searching for

the perfect partner, and consider ourselves lucky
when it happens. But we forget that we are changeable
creatures. Couples do grow out of each other, and a mar-
riage can and, sadly, does break.

Noah Baumbach’s 2019 Marriage Story, about an ac-
tress and a stage director drifting apart, shows us how
painful breakdowns can be: the characters played by
Adam Driver and Scarlett Johansson were joined at the
hip not so long back; now they can’t bear to look at each
other. Therapy doesn’t work. Neither do well-meant in-
terventions from friends and family. In an explosive argu-
ment, Charlie yells at Nicole that he wishes she would die.
And you know, just as they do, that that's the end. Furious
people do say stuff they don’t mean, but something as fi-
nal as this is hard to dial back from.

Baumbach’s bio states that his life was deeply im-
pacted by his parents’ messy divorce. His 2005 film, The
Squid And The Whale,which feels like a younger version of
Marriage Story, is showing on MUBL Jeff Daniels and Laura
Linney play a literary couple who've had it with each
other. Soon after the film opens, we see them informing
their two boys, aged 12 and 16 years (played respectively
by Owen Kline and Jesse Eisenberg), about the split.

What makes the older film so interesting is how pared
down it is. Marriage Story has therapists and lawyers
jumping in, leading the battle-scarred couple into long-
drawn, futile meetings. The Squid And The Whale keeps its
focus on the family, making not the slightest attempt to
garner our sympathies either for the husband, or the wife.
Neither are saints. She is in a relationship with the
younger boy’s tennis coach; he is making the moves ona
student young enough to be his daughter.

What's even more interesting is how neither parent
tries to hide their affair. Do they even think of how this
will affect the children, already devastated by the separa-
tion? Joint custody means that the boys have to learn to
split their time between two houses, one well-ap-
pointed, the other shabby and disorganised, and two
warring individuals. Baumbach injects wry humour into
this searing autobiographical movie, and that saves us
from recoiling every time the adults do something stupid
or immature, leaving the young people to figure thorny
things out for themselves.

The film leaves you thinking — is happily-ever-after an
illusion? Should we keep going just for the sake of our
children, even if it bungs us into a state of permanent mis-
ery? What comes through is a universal truth: two peo-
ple, living in close proximity, are more than capable of cre-
ating unending storms in their teacups. Being madly,
deeply in love can make you believe that you can’t live
without each other. It can also, sometime, somewhere
down the road, make you want to kill each other.

Suvir Saran is a chef, author, educator
and world traveller

SCIENCE TELLS us about the dopamine rush
we experience when we process informa-
tion that supports our beliefs, no matter how
fake that information might be. Most of us
tire easily and choose to remain in the com-
forting confines of sameness, where our mis-
guided thoughts go unchecked and we feel
good about ourselves and the world as we
choose to see it.

But reason demands more from us.Reason
challenges us to evolve and grow.

Modern School, Vasant Vihar in New
Delhi, was originally conceived as an alterna-
tive to the missionary schools operating
through the prism of Christianity and the
colonisers” sensibilities about education and
childhood development. My father was ed-
ucated at Modern while my mother is a prod-
uct of Irish Catholic convent education. I con-
sider it my good luck to have benefited from
a mix of their two educational sensibilities.
From age six to 18,I was made aware of India’s
challenges, its cultural wealth and societal is-
sues, its rich diversity and fragile secular
dreams. My parents came of age with a colo-
nial background from which they gleaned
light and growth. I came of age in an India glu-
ing itself into a mosaic, where plurality was
valued and our many Indian faces and forms
connected us to our common humanity. The
challenge of thisimmense task, the commu-
nal riots and vexing polarisations fomented
by recklessly self-serving and vote-hungry
politicians, was ours to observe, study and
discuss with our teachers and parents. | grew
up watching India go from strength to
strength while occasionally being brought to
its knees through human folly.

The autumn of 1993 brought me to New
York City to study graphic design and art his-
tory. Family and friends welcomed me with
love and gave me nurturing support. I found
myself happily settled in NYC within weeks
and living the life of a Manhattanite. That life
eroded the divisiveness I might have felt
with those that seemed different from me.
That was how all of us who made ahome in
NYC lived.

Eight years into what might have been
considered utopia by most, [ was in the shower
when I heard sirens and chaos in the streets.
Hair still wet and clothes barely buttoned, I
was on the rooftop within minutes to see what
was happening and why there was so much

SUVIRSARAN

Now the world watches to see if these two Americas can come together,

with the same reality for all its people

smoke close to my home in Greenwich Village.
My father called about a terrorist attack at the
same moment the second plane hit the tow-
ers.Thatimage is etched in my memory. Also
engraved in my psyche is the scent of burning
flesh and building material. But the most last-
ing imprint was left by the callous behaviour
shown by those from outside the city to some
of us who lived there.

After 9/11 it became clear that America
is not one nation but two nations within the
construct of one. Aweek and a half after the
attack I was at the Union Square Farmers
Market, only a few blocks from my home,
buying vegetables and comestibles for a meal
with friends, so that we could come together
and share our grief and find hope for tomor-
row. Instead, | came home bruised after a
tourist broke a bottle and hurled it at me, call-
ing me a “f***ing Arab terrorist” who ought to

leave the US and go home. Other New
Yorkers saved me, and I arrived home a tad
shaken. Scratched and sore, I cooked dinner,
served our friends, and received caring sup-
port from them.

Afewyears later, my first cookbook, which
would go on to become one of the most pop-
ular Indian cookbooks published in the US,
debuted as the nation was healing. My restau-
rant Devi, which got the first Michelin star for
anIndian restaurantin North America, opened
atthe same time. This recognition brought me
endless opportunities, afforded me by incred-
ible Americans. I travelled across the US speak-
ingand teaching, feeding and sharing,and ap-
pearing on TV shows. My likeness and my
recipes, my bio and my story, were celebrated
in newspapers and magazines big and small.
Iwas All-American; I felt asif Ibelonged. I saw
the world as being one village; I saw human-

ity in the other.

Butlurking in the feting, in the crowds lin-
ing up to get their cookbooks signed, in the
lauded airport arrivals, was the America I'd
encountered at the farmers’ market in Union
Square — a nation divided, unable to grapple
with a society where there could be equality
among people who look very different from
one another, who speak differently, who come
from different parts of the world. And, so, I
would be strip-searched. Iwould be detained
for hours in airport back rooms until the au-
thorities were convinced that this brown man
wasn't a terrorist. | would be called names, I
would be humiliated. People would marvel
that I spoke English, would be shocked that I
ate with a knife and fork.

January 6, 2021, was a reminder that
America is a tale of these two countries. Two
very different realities, bitterly polarised and
unable toaccept the other as equal and to hold
honest and meaningful dialogue.

If America wants the world to see it as ex-
ceptional, it needs to become that. On January
6, the world saw America as far from excep-
tional. It was Iraq, it was Afghanistan, it was
Syria. Now the world watches to see if these
two Americas can come together, with the
same reality for all its people. The Joe Biden-
Kamala Harris administration will need to
heal this festering wound before anything else.

But what happened at the Capitol in
Washington DC will not be contained by
American borders. How America reacts to the
insurrection is how democracies around the
world may react to the same challenges to-
morrow. Other nations still believe in America,
in the image it projects and what it wants to
be. Fledgling countries are watching “the shin-
ing light on the hill”.

As we prepare for our own Republic Day
in India on January 26, the lessons of history
are staring us in the face. Through her long his-
tory Mother India has survived loot and plun-
der, hate and bigotry, communalism and au-
thoritarianism and has always ended up living
proud and bright for her embrace of the plu-
ral over the singular.

But the oldest and the largest democracies
of the world are dancing to the seductive tune
of viral conspiracy theories and cunningly-ex-
ecuted campaigns of deception. These pose a
vexing problem to geopolitics, with danger-
ous outcomes for the world. Myopia has led
to self-destructive behaviour in the US,and a
similar jingoism and sectarianism is found
across the world.

America, as we once knew her, has fallen.
She might still have a chance to survive, but
poorer nations, with many more challenges,
have doom looming large over them, unless
they nip dangerous behaviours in the bud.
Democracies newer and developing have a
moment of reckoning and awakening, a call
tofill the void of reason and decency that has
been at least temporarily left by the US. This
dreamer hopes that nations steeped in civili-
sational history, generational empathy and
maternal instincts can stop fashioning them-
selves after the machismo and fascism that
we have seen being championed in the West.
May both the United States of America under
Biden and Harris and the old and sage
Republic of India find comfort in their shared
ideals of belief, faith and respect in our shared
humanity,and in our disparate beliefs and eth-
nicities. May we use this momentary horror
to guide us back to our hallowed paths of na-
tional growth and international camaraderie,
e pluribus unum (out of many, one) being the
uniting link across all democracies wanting to
be civil societies.

Vision from the Past

The Martyrs’ Monument in Chandigarh’s Capitol Complex nears completion
with the installation of Corbusier’s enigmatic sculptures

Rajnish Wattas

CHANDIGARH WAS born out of the trauma of
India’s Partition. A new city “unfettered by the
traditions of the past” was to be created, both
toact as the new capital city of Punjab and to
settle the vast number of refugees. Though a
provincial project, it became a national sym-
bol of India’s new beginning and pride in its
resurgent nationhood.

Jawaharlal Nehru, the patron-in-chief of
the project, didn’t want any pseudo-revival-
ist style mimicking the historic monuments
of India. So, he invited the iconic modernist
Swiss-French planner-architect Le Corbusier
todesign Chandigarh. Starting on a greenfield
panoramic site, Corbusier placed the city’s
crowning glory, the Capitol Complex, at the
head of the town, with the Shivalik hills in the
backdrop. Conceived as a cosmic ensemble of
buildings, piazzas, monuments, earth forms
and water bodies — placed amidst a pastoral
landscape — it was to be detached from the
main city, like a later-day Acropolis that
echoed the timelessness of Indian civilisation.

The Capitol Complex comprises the as-
sembly, secretariat and high court and the
(unbuilt) “governor’s palace”. A vast es-
planade between the assembly and the high
court was conceived as a pedestrian plazaand
was interspersed with monuments, sculp-
tures and symbols.Besides a giant peace
sculpture called the Open Hand, there was the
Tower of Shadows, Geometric Hilland some
other monuments. However, the most enig-
matic of all is the Martyrs’ Monument, which

remained incomplete. The suggestion to
adorn the piazza with signs and symbols, in
fact, came from the British architect Jane
Drew who, along with her husband Maxwell
Fry and Corbusier’s cousin-cum-partner from
Paris, Pierre Jeanneret, formed the core of the
European team that worked on the
Chandigarh project.

One evening, on the lawn of the PWD rest
house of Chandigarh, Drew said to Corbusier,
“Le Corbusier, you should set upin the heart of
the Capitol signs which symbolise the basis of
your philosophy and by which you arrived at
the basis of your city design. These signs
should be known — they are the key to the cre-

ation of Chandigarh”.

Corbusier, spurred by Drew’s suggestion,
started working on the signs, culling from his
sketchbooks . He was equally keen to pick up
elements of nature like plants, animals, birds,
serpents, etc., as reminders that humans don’t
exist in isolation, but in harmony with other
living beings. Much before he was chosen for
the Chandigarh project, Corbusier was al-
ready interested in Indian civilisation, and, in
fact, keptabook onit in his office.

Before installing signs in the Capitol
Complex, Corbusier asked Jeanneret for a list
of the key symbols denoting Indian civilisa-
tion from experts. Not finding much response,
Corbusier turned to Nehru, which, too, didn’t

yield much. Finally, an Indian junior colleague

in Chandigarh gave him a booklet on Indian CROWNING
animal symbols. Eventually, he evolved his GLORY
owniconography for the Capitol from his col- Clockwise fr.
lection of sketches of bullock carts, cart wheels (Clockwise from
and village homes, where humans lived in above) The wall of
perfect harmony with domestic animals. the Martyrs’

The Martyrs’ Monument is designedasa ~ Monument with the
square enclosure formed by sloping_cqncrete symbol of wheel;
wall§ and a sculptural ensemble depicting the with the symbol of
sacrifice and martyrdom of those who lost Swastika: a bird!

L . e wastika; a bird's eye
their lives during the Partition. The purpose . .
of the ramp in the concrete enclosure isnot V€W of the Capitol
only to provide a pedestal from which to bet- Complex showing
ter observe the sculptural elements of the the Martyrs'
monument, but also to savour the interplay Monument in the
of the various edifices on the plaza. centre of the piazza

The Chandigarh administration has re-
cently taken up the completion of this long
awaited project and the missing sculptural
components of the monument are now near-

ing installation. The key elements are a stone
debris on which stand a tiger and a serpent
alongside a fallen pillar of the colonial edifices.
Close to thisis a prone human figure, Parusha.
The tiger represents strength and the hooded
serpent primordial mythological power. The
tiger, serpent and the human figure cast in
bronze are already completed and wait to be
installed on the stone base. It is only the elab-
orate contours and shape of the fallen column
and the debris below the sculptures that are
now being made with stone from special
quarries in Rajasthan.

Onthewalls of the ramp and the enclosure
are the symbols of Indian cosmology: awheel
and a swastika. The wheel denotes nine plan-
etsand the swastika represents the revolution
of the sun and the seasons of human life.

The project was conceived by Corbusierin
the '50s. It will be a timely tribute to the vic-
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tims of the Partition; it will also, 55 years after
their creator died, bring to life the sculptures
which had been lying around all this while.
The monument will also showcase the secu-
larand abstract elements preferred by the pa-
trons of architecture at the time, instead of val-
ourising any individual or ideology.

The completion of the Martyrs’
Monument will also remind the world that
Corbusier was a polymath who not only
gained fame as an architect-planner, but also
as a painter, sculptor and colour theorist. He
dabbled in the synthesis of geometry and hu-
man proportions and relentlessly imbued ar-
chitecture with an artistic vision that was pas-
sionate and insightful.

Rajnish Wattasis anarchitectural critic and the
former principal of the Chandigarh College

of Architecture
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Amrita Dutta

HE PANDEMIC home might be a

novel experience of confinement.

But for a vast majority of women,

lockdown is less metaphor, more

the solid mesh of rules and restric-
tions that has always held them back. That is
certainly true of the characters we meetin the
fiction of Tamil writer Salma. In the opening
story of The Curse: Stories (Speaking Tiger), a
new collection of her stories, three women get
intoa car. But even as they journey away from
their home, the claustrophobia of their shared
lives pursues them. The story is told from the
point of view of a young woman, who is
acutely attuned — in a way that women are
burdened by the weight of others’ emotions —
to the rift between the two elderly women.
The ceaseless complaining, their unsaid rage
twisted into tussles over little things is a lan-
guage thatonly the women hear and respond
to —the malerelative in the driver’s seatisim-
pervious to what’s going on. Though about
nothing calamitous, the narration unsettles
the reader with a persistent nervous anxiety.

Like other stories in this stellar collection of
short fiction translated by N Kalyan Raman,
‘On the Edge’ is an exposition of the power of
family ties to bind and incarcerate. “The con-
dition of being forced tolive in a very cramped
place, of leading alife of restriction and subor-
dination, creates a certain neurosis. The story
is the expression of this neurosis,” says Salma,
52, over avideo call from Chennai.

Since the 1990s, the defining feature of
Salma’s writing has been the close, uncom-
promising attention she brings to bear on
home and marriage, and the women who live
inside its walls. These fictional worlds make
space for the tetchiness and tedium of domes-
tic life. The desire, discomfort and pain of the
woman’s body finds expression in a way that
is not sanitised, that is definitely rare in
Anglophone fiction. In this circumscribed
world, women nonetheless strain for freedom,
as we see in two recent translations — The
Curse and Women, Dreaming, the English
translation by Meena Kandasamy of Salma’s
2016 novel Manaamiyangal.

The experience of imprisonment was cru-
cial to Salma’s becoming a writer. “[ started
writing when I was 15 or 16, as a response to
my anxiety about why my life
could not be different, as a critique
of society [and what it was doing
to me]” she says. In
Thuvarankurichi village in Trichy
district in Tamil Nadu, where she
was born Rajathi Samsudeen, she
lived a carefree life till she turned
13.Custom demanded that all girls
who reached puberty do not step
outof their homes. She was pulled
out of school,imprisoned indoors,
often in a tiny, dark room, for nine
years — till she was tricked into marriage by
her mother. In that confinement she had be-
gun to write poetry. She had become Salma. In
her marital home, her writing was met with
anger and threats from her husband. It was

Escaping Home

Tamil writer Salma on chronicling the claustrophobia of home and the universal story of women

her mother, who came to her aid, smuggling
out scraps of paper on which she had written
her poetry in secret, and sending it to literary
magazines and publishers.In the 1990s, even
as her poetry brought literary acclaim to
Salma, Rajathi’s battles remained
the same: to keep writing, and not
blow her cover. When she did at-
tend the rare literary gathering, it
was via subterfuge: she travelled
out of her village with her mother
on the pretext of medical visits.
There are no unambiguous he-
roesor fallen villains in Salma’s sto-
ries; the mother-daughter rela-
tionship, too, is a deep shade of
grey. “In Indian culture, mother-
hood is considered very sacred. |
want to talk [in my work] about what happens
outside the sacredness, between two human
beings with different aims. The mother has to
be conservative to survive under oppression.
The daughter yearns for freedom,” she says.

EVERYTHINGI
NEVER TOLD
YOU

(Clockwise from top)
Salma; book covers
of Women, Dreaming;

The Curse

For Salma, freedom came from politics. In
2001, when the local panchayat seat was re-
served for women, her husband reluctantly
turned to her, hoping she would remain a
proxy for him. The writer seized the opportu-
nity to step out of the house, with-
out a burga, won the election —
and never looked back.

Salma’s poetry — and later her
fiction — broke new ground in
Tamil literature. “Women’s writ-
ing in Tamil didn’t challenge the
basic principles that held society
together. In the 1950s and '60s,
some of it was reformist. Later,
Ambai struck a different path,
though she chose a more cerebral
mode. Salma writes from the gut,
and she tells the universal story of women.
She does it not just from the body, but also
with a very keen sense of how society is or-
ganised, both emotionally and materially,”
says Kalyan Raman.

Religion is complicit in the oppression of
women in Salma’s stories. Women, Dreaming
explores how Wahhabi Islam trickles into a
community, squeezing the freedoms for
women. But the protagonists are not helpless
Muslim women who spur the Hindutva sav-
iour complex. Salma’s clear critique of ortho-
dox Islam has angered conservatives in her
Tamil Muslim community, but the current pol-
itics makes her uncomfortable. “While [ was
writing this book, this kind of Islamophobia
didn’texist. It was honest criticism, but, at the
moment, I feel protective of my community,
whichis under attackunder the BJPrule,” says
Salma, who isa DMK member.

Women, Dreaming is about two women
cast out of marriage. Parveen has been sent
back to her maternal home by her in-laws.
Mehar chooses to divorce her orthodox hus-
band when he decides to marry again,anact of
rebellion that plunges her into mental disso-
lution. The novel follows their attempts to free
themselves, though it remains sceptical that
such transformations are possible. Solidarity
between women doesn’t come easy, even if it
seems probable. “All women are notina posi-
tion of strength. Only when they have power
can they help others,” says Salma.

In these works, one hears the drone of
grumbling, that most domestic of languages —
repetitive and never-finished, like the labour
that feeds the home. Women gripe and grate
oneach other; they are haunted by aninartic-
ulate anxiety, they suffer reproductive vio-
lence of multiple abortions. Despite the sur-
face calm of Salma’s words, an unexplained
dread floods the stories, recalling Charlotte
Perkins Gilman's The Yellow Wallpaper.

Writing from within the darkness of the
home, Salma has spoken of the woman’s body
and its unacknowledged desires. “A woman’s
body is either oppressed or considered ob-
scene or sacralised,” she says. A story like
‘Toilets’, about a woman’s difficulty in peeing
athome and outside, is remarkable for how it
turns the woman'’s bodily experience of dis-
comfortand damage into powerful literature.
“The natural inclinations of the body, not only
in terms of desire but also of comfort, are de-
nied to us. In our culture, a woman'’s body is
something that is waiting for liberation.
Therefore, this is something I want to write
again and again in my stories. That the body
isaliving thing before it is anything else, before
what culture makes of it. For
women’s bodies to be seen as a
source of pride, society has to call
off its oppression,” she says.

Salma’s journey is remarkable,
not only because she fought and
won against her family, but be-
cause she remainsinside, a clinical
chronicler of the oppression of
home. She has no illusions about
her writing’s power to change the
lives of other women. “Literature,
especially the kind I write, does not
reach the masses. Nor does it become a part
of literary discourse,” she says. What then is
escape? “There are certain things you get over
by speaking and writing, and that isa very con-
structive thing,” she says.

The fascinating world of
illustrator Rajiv Eipe,
winner of this year’s Big

Little Book Award

Paromita Chakrabarti

THE HANDFUL of illustrations on Rajiv Eipe’s
dormant Instagram page are somewhat dif-
ferent from his vivid artwork for children’s pic-
ture books. Dating back to the 2019 protests
against the Citizenship (Amendment) Actand
the National Register of Citizens, these stark
monochromatic pen/pencil sketches offer a
satiriccommentary on contemporary politics.
In contrast, his illustrations for children are
more elaborate — popping with unusual
colours, like a purple-skinned, curly-haired
book-loving little girl, bursting with exuber-
ance, like the anticipation writlarge onaboy’s
face as he helps his Ammachi make coconut
barfis. But there’s one thread that binds both
— a deep awareness of the milieu and a
sparkling sense of humour. The Bengaluru-
based artist himself has never distinguished
between the two. “lam not sure if illustrating
for children is any different from doing it for
an adult. An image is unlike a story because
we all notice different things init. That's what
makes it interesting,” says Eipe, 37, winner of
this year’s Big Little Book Award (BLBA) in the
illustration category, an annual award to cel-
ebrate excellence in children’s literature.

So what does one notice
when one looks atan Eipe art-
work? You could stop at hisil-
lustration of the irrepressible
Anand (Anand, Pratham
Books Storyweaver), who col-
lects trash from the neigh-
bourhood and loves to jig in
his free time. The cast of char-
acters he meets on the job, the
overflowing garbage van that
he drives, the way people re-
act to him are vignettes of fa-
miliar metropolitan life, in-
cluding the uncomfortable truth about how
little one knows about the “kudawale bhaiya”
who does the same for our neighbourhoods.
You could stroll with Chutku and his pishi
(Pishi and I, Timira Gupta), slowing down ever
so often to pet a stray or pick a pebble or a

The Day the Crayons

Came Home

flower, stopping by at the local kirana store or
the sabzi mandi, where you know everyone
and everyone knows you. The illustrations
open up the world from Chutku’s perspective
—itisaplace both unknown and familiar, full
of wondrous discoveries and intimate joys,
quite like Eipe’s artwork
themselves.

“Working with Rajiv is not
just delightful, but also fasci-
nating. Whether it’s purple
Puchku and the tall giraffe
with a band-aid on her knee
in A Book for Puchku
(Deepanjana Pal), the sensory
details in Pishi and Me, the
feisty Ammachi in the beloved
eponymous series, or the
poignant and awesome Anand
— his stories, characters and
settings offer a new way of looking at the
world, turning it around with his sense of hu-
mour, warmth and imagination,” says author
and editor Bijal Vachharajani, who has worked
extensively with the artist on book projects.

Eipe's journey into the world of art began

MASTER
STROKES

(Clockwise from top)
Rajiv Eipe’s
Tllustration from Pishi
and I; A Book for
Puchku; Eipe

PHOTOS: RAJIVEIPE

conventionally enough. At his Chennai home,
his brother and he grew up with the quintes-
sentials of an "80s childhood — Tintin and
Asterix, Robert Hargreaves’s Mr Men series,
children’s magazines such as Target and Tinkle.
“Copying those cartoon characters felt like
some sort of validation. At that age, I had no
idea what I wanted to be when I grew up but
artmade me happy,” he says.In 1993, when he
was 10 years old, the family moved to
Mumbai. It would be here that Eipe would join
acoursein fine arts at the Sir ]| School of Art for

graduate studies, following it up with a course
in animation film design from the National
Institute of Design, Ahmedabad in 2004. The
offer todesign a picture book came a few years
later, when he had been working as an anima-
tion artist in Mumbai. Geeta Dharmarajan of
Katha Books invited him to illustrate her pic-
ture book, Dinosaur-Long-As-127-Kids (2010).
Suddenly, Eipe was on the threshold of the ca-
reer his love for art had led up to. “From copy-
ing drawings from illustrated books and car-
toons as a child, then learning to draw and
paint from ‘how to draw and paint’ books, to
learning about great artists from books and
magazines, and then going to art school and
being exposed to a wonderful world of con-
temporary art, [I] finally, [came a] full circle
[by returning] to drawing for picture books,”
says Eipe, whose dexterity in multimedia has
not replaced his love for pencil, charcoal or
crayon sketches.

Working to a writer’s narrative is not al-
ways the easiest of tasks, but Eipe, who has
written afew picture books himself, including
Anand and the popular Ammachi series, prefers
ittowriting his own stories. “Storytelling does-
n't come naturally to me. I like it when [ can
bounce offideas with the editor and the art di-
rector to geta sense of wherelamheaded,” he
says. His editors are certainly not complaining.
When news of his BLBA win broke, one of
them, Aparna Kapur, author and deputy edi-
tor, Pratham Books Storyweaver, sent the artist
a congratulatory message: “There once was a
chap named Eipe/ Who never did grumble or
gripe.,/ With each book he drew/ His admirers
grew,/ He's very much worth the hype!”

New Delhi

DOWNIN

JUNGLELAND

Raniit Lal

Ranjit Lalis an author,
environmentalist and
bird watcher

Better Left
Alone

From the teeniest to the most
belligerent, a list of creatures to
keep a distance from

T'S OFTEN thought that animal lovers go gaga over

every living creature, but for me, there’s awhole

bunch of them whose company [ abhor and try to

avoid wherever possible. Starting from the smallest
and most insidious, we’ll proceed to the big goons.

First on the list has to be mosquitoes, especially those
soprano sirens that hover around your ear early in the
morning, wailing “Malaria!” Then, of course, flies with big
belligerent eyes that will sit on something sickening, suck
up muck and land on your fresh piece of toast and have a
wash-up. This has to be followed by ticks — the big bul-
bous kind that will burrow deep in your dog's ear, sucking
blood till they're like barrage balloons and leaving their
heads behind if you take liberties with them. We used to
remove them (once in hordes) from our poor Boxer and
with vicious delight dump them into a can of kerosene
watching them sink and drown. Oh yes, sure they have a
role to play in the bigger scheme of things, but not with
my dog, thank you! Leeches, too, are a big turn-off — espe-
cially the way they scent the air for a blood meal (yours, of
course), and then leave the bite site bleeding because of
all the anti-coagulants they have injected. Yes, at least
they have the courtesy of giving you an anesthetic as they
saw their way through your blood vessels, but they do get
into places they have absolutely no right to know about!

I still harbour an automatic “kill on sight” attitude to-
wards centipedes, especially those that come shimmer-
ing out of the drain while you're showering and head to-
wards you, pincers waving evilly. | know these guys are
meant to be harmless, but I'd rather not have them scuttle
up my legs and take a bite out of me. Others are quite
deadly, soit’s better to keep the toilet brush handy.

There are probably many small boys around the world
who are besties with cockroaches.  have to admit, looked
at dispassionately, some of them can be pretty handsome
— of impressive dimensions and clothed in shiny ma-
hogany-date-brown. But man, those feelers waving
around inquisitively and that classic cockroach scuttle!
Open up amanhole cover and there’ll be hordes of them,

RANJITLAL

DARKLORD

The crow is the master of mobilising a snatch-and-grab

quivering indignantly at this invasion of their privacy.

Little boys also take delight in rats, but while I do un-
derstand that rats and bandicoots are but squirrels with
scaly tails, I'd rather not have them scuttle over my feet
while I'm cooking! Iwas taken in by one little fellow who
perched himself on the sideboard and watched a National
Geographic programme on TV with avid interest, but
what he and his siblings did to the fruit basket after lights-
out, was unforgivable! We've had to evict huge joint fami-
lies of them from the kitchen and garage from time to
time and one doting mother had unraveled a whole roll of
toilet paper down the stairs with which to line her nestin
the depths of an air-conditioner!

Even as an avid birder, I'd rather not get chummy with
blue rock pigeons and crows. Looked at in sunlight, the
blue-rock is handsome, what with that iridescent purple-
and-pink neck and throat and neat grey plumage. But
have you seen these so called “birds of peace” try and rip
each other’s throats out as they fight? They’re said to be
monogamous, something I find hard to believe, because
they are perpetually gurgling and pirouetting around one
another. Also, they make a stinking mess in your balconies
and air-conditioner ducts with vast volumes of poop.
Their giant progeny squat in their homes, wheezing petu-
lantly, demanding a non-stop supply of food.

Crows and many other corvids have an unnatural, un-
settling glitter in their beady black eyes as they size you
up for a snatch-and-grab raid. If you object too strongly,
they’ll summon a mob and harass you like love-jihadists.

Among the mammals, the rhesus macaque has to take
top place. Yes, babies in their mom’s arms can be very
cute, and, sometimes, even the big macho fellows become
goofy while playing with youngsters. But they do have in-
candescent tempers which they lose once every 10 sec-
onds or so, and then matters get really vicious. Look them
in the eye at your own peril — they take it as a war cry and
will flatten their ears and bare their teeth. And their ca-
nines can be larger than those of your Rottweiler! But
frankly, they remind me too much of ourselves.

Among the giants, it's the buffalo I'd rather stay away
from. They have belligerent eyes and an unpredictable ex-
pression — as if they haven’t quite made up their minds
what to do with you. And, of course, those horns that can
toss alion ten feet into the air: I was once buffeted by one
and only then realised their brute strength. I've always ad-
mired those who blithely perch on their backs and take
them out grazing. As for me, thanks but no thanks!
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CALENDAR 23|

If it’s your

Blrthday

Sunday January 24

Deep downyou're as sensitive asanyone else,
and it's in your interests to restore harmony
to your relationships. Partners will be
impressed ifyou setasaintly example, soabit
of extra selflessness now will winyou favours.

Monday January 25

The futur e is bright. Do yourself a favour
and plan your future so that you avoid
repeating your blunders, but repeat your
successes instead.

Tuesday January 26

Anew cycleisbeginning, one which seesyou
more responsive to change. There will be
times over the next year when you have to
stick toyour guns, and others when you must
bend and compromise. Your gift lies in
knowing when.

Wednesday January 27

You should be feeling optimistic,and thisisa
good moment to start clarifying your ideas.
Talk to whoever has the relevant experience
and seek out every scrap of useful advice.

Thursday January 28

You will soon be ready to tackle more
demandingtasks, although the last thing you
want to do is rush into activities that are
beyond your capabilities. Your intuition will
be working well, so follow a hunch.

Friday January 29

This is a rather uncertain period, although
youmustrealise that difficult circumstances
are now in the past. Concentrate on making
life luxurious over the coming months.

Saturday January 30

It'sachangeable day and year. You are moving
from an enthusiastic and inspired phase to
one which is down-to-earth. A major
ambition will be brought to fruition over the
coming year.
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If East wins the first or second spade and leads a heart, South will not have
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21. Foolish(6) did?(7) this, you'll get itin the neck
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dumplings (7) s (TE;I | o | Portia, OKill, 10 Creditable, 11 Admits,
7. Gambler certain to go under? (7) . Is may please a card player alot 12 Dungeons, 13 Setsapart, 15 Palm,
WEST NORTH _EAST SOUTH 9. Atape for trimming seen twice by (154) 'ISVery?'I7 Remarking, 51 Debonair, 22
1S those singing "Twinkle twinkle 6. Glandular swelling with blood Motive, 24 Indiscrete, 25 Erle, 26
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Southplaysin 5Safter petitive sequence. South litt isti 13. Dropi f ifi . 12. Site on which to build a home? Sauced, 23 Theta. CRYPTICCLUES
with his 5S bid but in faimess, North should have doubled 5C. That would . rop in partofa specific against ) : Across: 1Struck, 4 Rumpus, 9 Wavy,
have gone down two or three tricks. illness (6) (46) ) ) 10Atalltimes, 11 Addles, 12 Misdeals,
South. gmhe Iead gfthe ,ack ufc|ub5 which he ruffed. With two heart los- 15. Cautious marriages ? Yet their 14. Perhaps faces up, or givesintoa 13 Subjacent, 15Next, 16 Pant, 17
ersand hwas notabig favourite. heads become inflamed ? challenge (5,4) Guardsmen, 21 Vanbrugh, 22 Malice,
The bidding, however, had been informative. South found a line based on (6-7) 16. Epoch dedicated to fur can be 24 Brain-child, 25 Nose, 26 Everso, 27
that told him that East had the higt i | Westhad the 19. Dressed up and ready to g0 rubbed out (8) Endued. Down:1Spandau, 2 Riyal, 3
clubs. (24) 17. Badinbed, as advertised (6) Classic, 5 Unless, 6 Priceless, 7 Sterlet,
Obviously, South might decide to lay down the ace of spades in search of a 20. Inflamed by family daughter 18. Coming for the pre-Christmas BS.a!man rushdie, 14 June bride, 16
singleton king. That is against the odds. Probably, finessing for the king of guided (7) period (6) Prairie, 18 Ramadan, 19 Encased, 20
spades is a betteridea. Assuming South is going to do that, how should he 23. Watch a boss make future plans 21. Refuse tolet horse enter for a drink Suceus, 23 Lenau.
play the hand? (4,5) (6)

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the lettersin the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

___islike___-itisafield of battle, not a bed of roses. - Robert Louis Stevenson (8,.,4)
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Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, |
everydigitfrom1to9 |
must appear in each of the

(]

nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal 1
rows and in each of the |
nine boxes.
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Difficulty Level
1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy; |
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
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YOURW

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

AHEAD

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)

Youwon't have Press ahead with all
much time to home

yourself this week, improvements,

so don't plan too particularly those

many special events. It doesn't
really matter whether you're
pre-occupied with work or
with family affairs, you'll be
rushed off your feet. The best
advice I can offer is to grab

involving the very fabric of
your property - such as
important repairs and
decorating. Don't let anyone
undermine you, especially as
everything is set to go so

whatever chances for very well. If plans are
relaxation you are able. proceeding smoothly then
don'tinterfere unlessit's
TAURUS (Apr. 21 - May 21) absolutely necessary.
You must be sick
and tired of SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
astrologers accusing You still need to
you of being a stick- keep a grip on the
in-the-mud. Well, now is your purse strings,
chance to prove them wrong although any

by showing the whole world
just how adventurous you can
be. Now is not the time to turn
down invitations, no matter
how unlikely they may seem.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

financial partnership is likely
to be profitable, especially if
beautiful objects are on your
shopping list. Your travel stars
are now even stronger than
last week, so get moving - or at
least make plans.

Whatever is
happening in your SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec.22)
financial affairs has If your stars don't
its roots in events bring you a
that took place around six windfall, or some
months ago. Very soon, other remarkable

stroke of financial luck now,
they're just not doing their job.
To an extent good fortune may
be balanced by losses, but the
net result should be well
worth it - and make you feel so

perhaps within the next seven
days, you will be presented
with the opportunity to break
avicious cycle that has kept
you poorer than you need be.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23) much better.
It's full steam ahead
for allyou CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)
ambitious, thrusting In some strange way,
Cancers. Thisis no events in the world
moment to get all sensitive and atlarge are going to
upset or do your famous crab- reflect the pressures

like trick of walking sideways
to avoid problems on the road
ahead. You will richly deserve
all the attention which is

and tensions in your private
affairs. There is no logical
reason why this should be so -
it's purely due to the strange

heading your way. nature of astrology. You may be
working over the weekend.
LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23)
[ can only reiterate AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
previous There may not
statements and appear to be any
forecasts to the bright light at the
effect that this is a selfless, end of the tunnel

charitable phase. You must
therefore expect to put your
own interests second if other
people require your assistance.
The only thing which is more
important is your physical

justyet but, if you look
carefully, you will see that life
is in an exciting phase which
should work out in your
favour. You may be a little
overworked in the process!

well-being. Look after yourself.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar 20)
This week's stars Piscesisa
smile on all Virgos changeable sign,
with creative but that doesn't
pursuits and artistic mean that you're

hobbies. Everyone born under
this wonderful sign is heading
for a series of fascinating
social experiences. Everything
is grist to your mill and

you'll enjoy a wild outing

one moment, a quiet nightin,
the next.

about to compromise over an
issue of principle. It is

more likely that you'll let
someone go their own sweet
way for now, happy in the
knowledge that very soon
they'll realise that you were
absolutely right.
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MOTICE INVITING TENDER

GUWKNL irviles Tandears far precaremant of 500 BV Sclar
Power thrausgh Compebies Bidoing (holowed by e-nevorse
auclion} frorm Salar PV Powar Prajecle 1o be sel upin Gujaral
throwgh KIS Mo, GLARL ¢ 500 MW F Sclar {Phasa Xil) dated
234012021, For tender documants (RES, PPA) pleaiso visit the
wabsile hllps.)\'www. Bharal-elaclironictander.com and
weara quvnl oom Tha lastdabe of bid submission is 23-02-2021,

| Date: 23-01-2021 Genoral Manager (IPP)
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Executive Engineer Provincial Division, P.W.D Bijnor

e-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (ITB)

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

1. The Executive Engineer, National Highway Division HPPWD Hamirpur H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P

Letter No. 82/E —Tender /20-21

(Short Term E-Tender)

2.

1. The Executive Engineer Provincial Division, U.P.P.W.D. Bijnor on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage
rate bids online from the eligible and approved Contractors registered in Road Works with UP PWD, class A,B,C,D The
Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified
in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

#==_U.P. POWER TRANSMISSION
']CORPORATION LTD. E-
" Tender Notice, Online e-Bids
are invited for “Construction and
commissioning of One no. 132kV

Dated : 11-01-2021 |I

. UeR ZrmIM wruneE fer, fafean
JMHIC  WEAT  IWE kN e
sl smyfdeRatel ¥ foga wRww ve,
ex Aiwer % siia fre st &g -l
-Ua etender.up.nic.in W T I AE H

(LHS), 44/620 to 44/660 (LHS), 46/320 to 46/380
(LHS), 56/820 to 56/865 (LHS), 57/750 to 57/810
(LHS) and C/o Retaining wall at RD 46/650 to
46/663 (LHS), 53/470 to 53/484 (RHS) and Cl/o
wire crate at Km. 63/380 to 63/460 and 63/540 to
63/580 (LHS) for the year 2020-21 in the state of
Himachal Pradesh under FDR (New ) Job No.
RO-HP-New NH503A 2020-21-011)

Executive Engineer NH Division HP,PWD Hamirpur payable at Hamirpur.
3. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission:
The bid document is available online and bid should be submitted

4. Key Dates: (1)

2. Cost of Bid document against each ashown above (non-refundable) should be in form of demand draft in favour of

eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app bidder would be required to register in the web-site for submission of bids, the bidder is
required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) Class-IIl from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA).

UPID NO-159219 DATE. 22.01.2021
www.upgov.nic.in

online mode on website https://

» The Rate adopted in the BOQ include all Other taxes but excluding GST.
» Bid Security and tender cost should be deposited online through Net Banking as per Column 5 and 6 in the table.

Bids must be downloaded online from 10:00 AM on date 01.02.2021 to 5:00 PM on dated 06.02.2021 and the technical bids
will be opened online on date 08.02.2021 at 12:30 PM in Office of Executive Engineer Provincial Division PWD Bijnor and

documents by the bidder, the appropriate action will be taken in accordance with the provisions of G.O.
All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.in

SL|DISTRIC T i i Cost of Bid | Time of f 7| |GIS Line Bay at 400KV GIS S/s e Ee e
invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system, for construction of the following work from the eligi- N:; PISTRICT \Name of Work ES‘C':‘;M s:::“y posw ot 221:.; A:dres?o Adirfess Ad'éfi27° Sec-148 Noi(‘i,a” on Turn-kev basis . = w 12,00 T .a—ch_
ble and approved contractors registered with HPPWD. (Rs. In (Rs. etion |Engineer of | Superint- | Engineer i ’ Yy ST Y S &1 1. 3769 hieiia Hferer de&mn
Sr. [ Name of Work Estimated | Earnest | Costof | Period of | Eligible Lakhs) | In Lakhs) e | onding against Tender Specn. No. ESD-| 15 106/ 5000-21: fag wRow e,
No. Cost Money Tender |completion| Class of xecuting | Engineer 8/159. E-tender uploaded on
(Rs.) (Rs.) | form (Rs.) contractor the work JARIER % FT 132 M. ITFRF, JS-
- - - 1 2 3 2 5 6 7 8 9 10 22.01.2021 on https://etender.up. [ A e T e e e
1 2 3 4 5 A 1 Bijnor |Renewal  of| 21.00 2.10 854/- 04 Provincial | Rampur Chief nic.in. EMD Cost for the tender is ﬂ
1 Restoration of rain damages on NH-503A Una- |60,49,902/- |1,21,000/- 2000/- Three ClassB &C Bijnor Kotwali (Security will | (Tender Cost | Months | Division, Circle Engineer e — el m| H’ﬁ%'{ TFEET %. 22,000/, ﬁﬁa‘[ EEE
Basoli-Lathiani-Barsar-Salouni-Bhota Junction Months Road in KM be accepted | be accepted P.W.D. PW.D | Moradabad Rs.6.02 Lacs and tender Fee of Rs. % 1,770/- (EFT ;\;ﬁ%—a) -@—aﬁﬁm
road Km. 0/0 to 70/0 (SH:-Construction of B/wall 1(300), 2(700) only by Net | only by Net Bijnor Rampur |Zone PW.D. 11.800.00 will be deposited through ﬂiili ] . )
at RD 43/250 to 43/285 (LHS), 43/570 to 44/595 banking) banking) Moradabad R'llGS/NEFT Last date for 04.02.2021 1 2. Tafaer @& 4-129/ 2020-

submission of tender is 22.02.2021
at 16:00 Hrs and opening of part-1 is

Financial bids of the qualified bidders will be opened on date & time as notified. According to the provisions of Government .
Order no. 1/2018/3070/78-2-2018/42 IT/2017 (22) Date 03-01-2018 after opening of the technical and financial bids, the 24022021 at 1 600 HrS. TOtal
qualified bidder has to submit original documents personally in department/ office. In the event of non submission of original Quantity of work, tender

specification and other terms and
conditions is as per tender document
available on the e-tender portal.
Undersigned reserve the right to

Sd/-
(Sunil Sagar)
Executive Engineer
Provincial Division, PWD, Bijnor
Ph. 01342 - 262776
Email- pdbijnor@gmail.com

JOY0

Date of Online Publication

30-01-2021 at 6.00 PM

r

Document Download Start and End Date

30-01-2021 at 6.05 PM to 13-02-2021 at 11.00 AM ; =

)

Bid Submission Start and End Date

30-01-2021 at 6.05 PM to 13-02-2021 at 11.00 AM

Physical Submission of EMD and Cost of Tender Document

15-02-2021 at 11.00 AM

IR B

Date of opening of Technical Bid

15-02-2021 at 3.00 PM

uploaded online.
5. Tender Details:-
The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover:-

Submission of Original Documents:

7. Bid opening details:

as specificed, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same

bid submission.

sibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

posed contract within the last five years..

tions.

5299/HP “HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAPARAK”

(Il) Objections/ representation if any against the bidders will be entertained only with in five days after up loading of
technical evaluation online. And thereafter the financial bids of technically qualified bidders will be opened and

i) Cover 1 : Shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/ Eligibility Information”.
ii) Cover 2: Shall contain “BOQ/ Financial Bid” where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid
security duly pledged in favour of Executive Engineer, NH Division HPPWD Hamirpur (H.P) in approved form and
other Technical Documents which are uploaded online in the O/O Executive Engineer, NH Division HPPWD
Hamirpur (H.P) as specified in Key dates at Sr. No. 4, failing which the bids will be declared non-responsive.

The bids shall be opened on 15-02-2021 at 03.00 PM in the office of Executive Engineer, NH Division HPPWD
Hamirpur (H.P) by the authorized officer. In their interest the tenderer are advised to be present along with origi-
nal documents at the time of opening of bids. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids

8. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the deadline for

9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for any
delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any
bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders’ respon-

10. The bidders are required to submit Experience in successfully completing or substantially completing at least one
contract of MDR/highway (road and / or bridge works) airport runway of at least 33 per cent of the value of pro-

11. The contractor should inspect the site before putting the tender and made himself conversant with the site condi-

SIRRIGEIE!

frfagT smEEo

DIRUINRI]

cancel the e-Bids without assigning
any reason. Corrigendum,
Addendum, Extension if any shall be
uploaded only on the above website.
Bidders are advised to visit the

[e10

AT

AT FRICRY wReral / wH W 39 FHEed & a=omiE faft uRyor wuet
@ ommta fFefaRad @t /wa 29 §-Ffde §—0ida etender.up.nic.in W
R @ ST | S-FfaeT ger @1 ff W sEe g @ Rafa § $-Mfaer
el B fgw § w@rel WA s-ffaget w1 i e eRer 9an

ETC/MU/T-137/2020-21 :-

AT YIé—1

time and venue.

DATED 23.01.2021

IRAHR /T a7 &1 ISR SEeweReal & U G @A G
fga SaR), Sed @, o WeeE! vd S-faer wd e & fidie 9@
IR onfe & \wT § GUAT etender.up.nic.in T ST 39 & | faaRor 771 TaR
2— S—faeT eem, a1t/ Fa BT QaRen, F @) SIgAIT ArT, ger @) faiw,
eRIER VIR Ud fAfaeT BT qou b A F el | 1- ETC/MU/T-136/2020-21 :-
(31T STedaford) fagla UNYTT WUS, WM & SF<a 132 H0od0 faf= Sud—=l R
<erTfid 40 UHAITAIR URadd! & oot &1 AISIwfSiT &1 BT | w0 1.60 o | fedAT®
01.02.2021, (T@=Ta] 9NT Ue—1 Wil ¥) W0 1600/ —, %. 590 / —
AT 132 dHodlo STBmw I R Rt 9
U HIAT T AT B BT B | F0 1.1 g | {76 23.02.2021, (qhATab!
e gg) w0 1100/ —
138/2020-21 :- 132 H0d0 ATHIF—STATAGR (G,
(©+o) W RacHe &1 &1 | w0 9.14 &F | i 23.02.2021, (AHIDHI R UE—1

/. 590 /—

s MR UR STRETVT &7 B | ®0 9.30 oIrg | faed 23.02.2021, (A=t WRT
qTé—1 el ¥F) W0 9300/ —, . 1180 /—

(R
) A9 @ TR B |0 55

(= |f2d) | 6- ETC/MU/T-141/2020-

website regularly for updated
information from time to time.
Superintending Engineer, Electy.

765/400KV SDC, 11th floor, Shakti
Bhawan Extn. lucknow. ¥.-28/20a2r.-
8/159/1l feqieR: 22 S, 2021

21: fga IROUl WUS, YA F A
fafir= 220 A W 132 HA AW A
AR SR TR TREM0T 1 67 | EliET AR
¥. 12,000/, fAfeaT yo=t Y&k %. 1,770/- (T
afed), Yo i fEAiw 23.02.20211 3, fAfer
e d-130/ 2020-21: fagd URu0 @E,
BIYE & I 400 .. TIGTR- 3MATG|
@S I Mk FMUR T FIIE FH H |
e TRT %, 14,000/, TR 99 Yok ®.
1,770/- (&R Wfeq), goad & feiw
23.02.2021 | FUAT foRgd TSR, TRAGE,
3 wRieA! wd $-fAfes wega w6 A
q% famr enfe & ey H o oHumn
etender.up.nic.in T T T H | T/~
SUWMIHA, 400 Hel IUh=, UeH,
Trex we) e fea St g )| usieR|
123 faus. TtAm, T-128 to 130/ 2020-
21 feqieR: 21.01.2021

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

Construction Division-2, P.W.D, Bulandshahr

No. 179/7A

(@ afed) | 2-

Very Short Term E-Tender Notice

Dated. 14.1.2021

invites following percentage rate bid online throug

the prescribed T-1 of Govt. of U.P. The technical bids

@fed)| 3- ETC/MU/T-

and time of opening of the financial bid shall be notifi

On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Executive Engineer, Construction Division-2, P.W.D., Bulandshahr
Contractors registered with UP PWD, from Date 25.01.2021 10.00 A.M. to 30.01.2021 up to 12:00 Noon as per

If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online
on the next working day, at the same time and validity of bid will be considered from the original date. The date

h http://etender.up.nic.in from the eligible and approved

will be opened online on dated 30.01.2021 at 12:30 Noon.

ed on the website.

Estimated Bid
@ie &q) W0 9200,/—, . 1180/ — (B} WfRd)| 4- ETC/MU/T-139/2020-21 :-| [& Name of Work cost (R)s_ (Rse'cu[“y ) c°:1v';reu:ion Ten:;rluuing nent fee rca‘egorf
132 B0dl0 ATTESI—TERT ATgd & AR Albe W0 78 (T+0) W Racde &1 dri I | 5 moaa) (Gl ; )
0 9.14 W | f&IP 23.02.2021, (FeBB AT UE—1 W &) 0 9200/ —, .| [, [Special Repair of Dhobi ki o 102 | oanont | Tender Cost- Rs 3004500+ | A B,C&D
Puli Kanchrot Link R : . .S.T. 18% = Road Work)
1180/ — (@x fRe) | 5- ETC/MU/T-140/2020-21 :- 132 B0f0 SUdb+= @dlell I uliya to Kanchrot Link Road GST. 18% 144=944 | (Road Work)

1. The Bid Security and Tender Document Fee must

- faga uRwer e, AMel & Sra AT wIfie Sudal R SR BN arel
<fe dtmefie vd fafrr diStersil @ amgfit | wo 146 @R faTie 23.02.2021,
(@@ ¥R 9é—1 Wi ¥g) W0 1500 /—, . 590/ —
Sf=T fIga Uy Huse Sodouloglodiofelo HaT JTS, JOTHHRTR B H0:—
0131—2608038 UHw,/ No. 172 / fdodoHo(ETC) /FoTRMZN) / fa=ia /

before last date & time of submission of bid.
3. Tender or have to upload required documents as p

7 Lucknow Dt. 25-08-2020 for Prahari Application i

(@ afzd)| swfeor

Sd/-

2. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 year and details of maximum cost
work satisfactorily completed in last 5 years on Chanakya Software before submission of tender.
Details of e-tender uploaded on https://etender.up.nic.in shall also be uploaded on uppwd Chanakya software,

4. Terms & Other Conditions related to bid are available on https://etender.up.nic.in

be deposited through Internet Banking only.

er Government order:No. 879(1)/23-7-2020 P.W. Anubhag-
n Chanakya Software for Tendering Process.\

Sd/-

Assistant Engineer
Construchon DIVISIOn-2 PWD

www.u

UPID NO.159262 DATE-22.01.2021

Executive Engineer,

pgov.nic.in Construction Division-2. P.W.D.

hahr

Bulandshahr

New Delhi
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SPORT

UK STRAIN DETECTED AT AUS OPEN

Three people in hotel quarantine associated with the Australian
Open tennis Grand Slam have tested positive for the
highly-transmissible coronavirus variant linked to the United

Kingdom, officials said on Saturday.

REUTERS

Root, Bairstow
steady England
after early blows

REUTERS
GALLE, JANUARY 23

JAMES ANDERSON took six wickets to help
bowl Sri Lanka out for 381, but England's
openers failed again as the tourists closed the
second day of the second and final Test on 98
fortwo in reply at Galle International Stadium
on Saturday. Joe Root scored a breezy, un-
beaten 67 and will resume on the third morn-
ing with Jonny Bairstow, who has 24.

The pair have put on 93 for the third
wicket at a rate of more than four runs per
over to dig the tourists out of some early
strife. Sri Lanka left-arm spinner Lasith
Embuldeniya (2-33) quickly bagged the
wickets of England openers Dom Sibley (0)
and Zak Crawley (5), maintaining his domi-
nance over the pair having also dismissed
them in both innings in the first Test.

Sibley was trapped leg before wicket and
Crawley edged to first slip. The two have
managed just 28 runs in six innings between
them this series, a worry for the tourists as
they head to India for four Tests on comple-
tion of this match.

Bairstow and Root employed the sweep
to excellent effect as a counter-attack meas-
ure, the latter having also punished SriLanka
with the stroke in his 228 in the first Test.

It took England 139.3 overs to finally dis-
miss the home side after they elected to bat,
with Anderson the chief wicket-taker with
6-40in29 overs. Sri Lanka had frustrated the
tourists with their tail, the final four wickets
adding 138.

Anderson removed centurion Angelo
Mathews (110) early in the day after areview
by Root for a caught behind that nobody else
seemed particularly interested in. But any
thoughts that it would precipitate a Sri Lanka
collapse were ended by strong innings from
Niroshan Dickwella (92) and Dilruwan
Perera (67).

Left-hander Dickwella was denied a first
Test century when he tried to launch a wider
Anderson delivery over mid-off but was
caught in that position by a diving Jack
Leach.Fast bowler Mark Wood (3-84) was
also among the wickets as he ensured a Test
debut duck for Ramesh Mendis and induced
an edge from Lasith Embuldeniya to Root at
first slip. Perera was the last man out, caught
in the deep by Leach off Sam Curran. It was
the first time that all 10 wickets in an innings
have fallen to seamers in Galle.

England won the first Test at the same

venue by seven wickets.
BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka 3811in 139.3 ovs (A
Mathews 110, N Dickwella 92, D Perera 67,D
Chadimal 52; ] Anderson 6/40) vs England
98 for 2 in 30 ovs (] Root batting 67, Bairstow
batting 24).

At 38, James Anderson (6/40) showed
he has the skill to deliver on
subcontinental wickets. The
Englishman became the oldest pacer
to take a five-for in Asia. File

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 23

ONE WOULD have to be blind to not figure
that Satwiksairaj Rankireddy’s master code
is the big smash. He uses it to kill points; the
smash manages to awe those watching and
those playing him alike. Neutralising the big
weapon, though, needs more than mere cog-
nizance of it.

Malaysian World No. 9 Aaron Chia and
Soh Wooi Yik saw a little more than the ob-
vious. They had coach Flandy Limpele in their
corner.

The Indonesian had coached the Indians
till his exit last year, and helped guide them
to their first few upset wins in Europe.

After expressing his annoyance at Indian
players’ (lack of) commitment to his training
system, he has settled in the employ of
Malaysians. It's all kosher and how interna-
tional sport works - coaches move, coaches
talk, coaches plot. But it was inevitable that
his current charges would one day run into
his past wards.

Fortuitously for the Indians, this hap-
pened at the start of the season as Satwik and
Chirag Shetty went down 18-21, 18-21in 35
minutes to a pairing ranked only one place
above them. Round 1 to Malaysia in this fas-
cinating mid-table men’s doubles battle.

“We knew Satwik is a good attacking
player. So we tried to manage the first three
shots and not lift too much,” Aaron would
say later, describing the Indian’s propensity
to go for it early in the rally. It was the early
taming of Satwik that gave the young
Malaysians, All England finalists from 2019,
a psychological head start, that stopped the
Indian combination in the semifinal.

Homework done by opponents

While Satwik has a well-rounded game
well beyond the go-to kill weapon, it is his
instinct to try and wrap up the rallies quickly
that opponents will learn to counter as the
Indians’ game gets dissected and SWOT-
analysed in the coming months.

“We were clearer than before. We knew
what we had to do and what we didn’t,”
Aaron would say of their 2-0 head-to-head
lead now over the World No. 10 pairing. The
Indians never quite got going, barely ever tak-

At wrestling

MIHIRVASAVDA
NOIDA, JANUARY 23

NO MASK, no social distancing and packed
stands. On Saturday, wrestling became the
first major Olympic sport to hold its national
championship since the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

On December 26, the sports ministry had
released an eight-page Standard Operating
Procedures (SOP) for organising competi-
tions in the midst of a pandemic, in which it
underlined that the events should be con-
ducted ‘strictly in accordance with the guide-
lines of the Ministry of Home Affairs’.

The government had said that the organ-
isers should ensure there are specific mark-
ings on the floor at gaps of six feet, limit the
presence of support staff at the venue, en-
sure ventilation and make available face cov-
ers, masks, gloves and sanitisers at the venue.
It had also said that spectators will be al-
lowed up to amaximum of 50 per cent of the
capacity of the stadium for outdoor events.

However at the indoor arena of the Noida
Stadium, hundreds of spectators gathered to

Sophomore blues

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy-Chirag Shetty will have to outwit opponents and their coaches who have had time to decipher their game

Satwik (standing) and Chiraj lost to Malaysia’s Aaron Chia and Soh Wooi Yik in the semis of Thailand Open. Badminton Photo

ing the lead, and bowed out, though not
without taking one good look at the rivals
they will run into plenty.

Coach Limpele knows the Indians’ game
intimately, but the Malaysians would con-
cede that over-eagerness towards the end of
the second game, where the Indians had be-
gun to prolong rallies and change tack, had
drawn out errors that could’ve proved costly.

The service game was wobbly on the day
and though the Indians returned reasonably
well, they couldn’t force a decider - where
they tend to be more dangerous.

“I think if we’d been able to take a few
points and converted the first game, the sce-
nario would have been a lot different,” Chirag
told BWE.

Way off the pace

Indians are way off the pace against
World No. 1 Marcus Gideon and Kevin
Sukamuljo Sanjay (lost 8, won none), but had
been dragging deciders into 20-19 scenarios
before the pandemic. Similarly, while they
are 0-5 against the top Japanese pair, Takeshi
Kamura -Keigo Sonoda, they have clocked

wins against other pairings, including World
No. 2 Indonesians Ahsan-Setiawan, Japan’s
Endo-Watanabe (2-2), Fajar-Ardianto
(Indonesia) and even boast a superior record
against the Chinese Li-Liu (2-1) and Koreans
Choi Soigyu-Seo Seung Jae (2-0).

What the Indians will need to look out for
is the sophomore season - when opponents,
coaching brains and their fancy camcorders
start figuring out ways to snipe at some very
obvious (and effervescent) strengths - like
Satwik’s smash.

“We didn’t control the shuttle. We tried to

pick things up in the second game. They
(Chia/Woh Wooi Yik) are more experienced
players. They made the All England finals in
2019. We fought for each point and maybe
we could have been calmer. We're disap-
pointed but happy to play in the semifinals,”
Satwik would say.

Heading into the Olympics for which the
duo has almost qualified, and where the last
two medals in women'’s singles came not out
of mere reputation, but with careful tactical
planning against more fancied names, Indian
badminton enters a new territory where its
coaching staff will need all the scouting and
strategising resources to back Satwik-
Chirag’s hard work.

Ashwini-Satwik fight in vain

The mixed doubles unseeded pairing did
well against Thai top seeds Dechapol
Puavaranukroh and Sapsiree Taerattanachai.
But the mid-game pushback wasn’t enough
toavoid a 22-20, 18-21,21-12 loss.

The Indians were scattering the Thais
well with their varied attack - Satwik man-
ning the back - but the home team coun-
tered the blitz and raised their own game
in the third.

“I think we have played one of the best
matches of our careers against these
(Puavaranukroh/Taerattanachai) top play-
ers. We couldn’t even practise before com-
ing here. We just wanted to play. We gave
it a good fight today, it was very close.”
Satwik said.

Sapsiree Taerattanachai is a Youth
Olympics singles gold medallist.

Add to it the 2010 junior crown in
Singapore, and her unique achievement of
winning a Grand Prix-level title in women’s
singles (2012), women'’s doubles and mixed
doubles.

Alongside Dechapol Puavaranukroh, the
Thai doubles ace won her country’s biggest
World Championship doubles medal, a sil-
ver, at Basel in 2019 - they had two bronzes
in mixed doubles, back in 2005-6.

“[ felt like we ended up making a couple
of crucial mistakes, starting with my serve
and then we lost points one after the other
from there. Then we changed sides and they
(Puavaranukroh/Taerattanachai) got smarter,
they are more experienced and changed
their game style,” Ashwini said.

natlonals no dlstancmg, stands full, few with masks

Wrestling Federation of India officials found it difficult to stop spectators from
moving about freely at the wrestling hall of the Noida Stadium. Express

watch the men’s freestyle championship,
which has attracted 252 wrestlers in 10
weight categories. The grapplers had to pro-
duce a Covid-negative certificate to be eligi-

ble for the championship. However, there
was no such requirement for coaches and
support staffaccompanying them, as well as
referees and federation officials.

And while referees officiating the bouts
wore face shields, few others wore masks.
People roamed around freely within the field
of play and at one point had to be chased out
by Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) pres-
ident Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, who too
did not wear a mask and was on the dais
where the dignitaries sat close to each other.

The spectators mingled freely with the
wrestlers before and after the bouts, posed for
selfies and, in some cases, shared meals and
cups of tea. AWF official said they tried to con-
trol the crowd but the orders were disobeyed.
“They did not listen to us. It was not possible for
us to keep alternate seating since there were
nochairs in the stands; instead, the spectators
saton the steps,” the official said.

Farmer’s son is national champ
While his father is at the farmer protests
at the Singhu Border in Delhi, Punjab
wrestler Sandeep Singh was crowned na-
tional champion in the highly-competitive
74kg weight category on Saturday.
Sandeep, who belongs to a farming fam-
ily in Mansa, said one of his regrets was not
being able to join his father, Sagar, at the

protests. “He has been gomg there regularly
but I haven’t been able to join him as I was
preparing for the national championship,”
Sandeep said.

The wrestler said he cared about the is-
sue since his career was funded by the
money his family made from farming. “I do
not have any sponsors so the monthly ex-
pense to keep my wrestling going, which is
around Rs 30,000, comes from farming. It’s
my livelihood. It’s unfortunate [ haven’t been
able to join the protests and fight for the
cause,” he said.

Sandeep defeated Haryana’s Jitender
Singhina closely-contested final, thus open-
ing up the race for a spot in the team for the
Tokyo Olympics qualifiers.

Indiais yet to earn a quota in the 74kg cat-
egory. Sandeep’s victory means he zooms
into contention in a crowded field, which also
includes former national champion Gourav
Baliyan, who lost in the first round to
Narsingh Yadav -- another contender. Two-
time Olympic medallist Sushil Kumar, too,
competes in this category.

The selection trials for a place in the qual-
ifiers will be held in March.

Why cricketers will have to train, think like middle-distance runners now

NIHAL KOSHIE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

THE TWO-KILOMETRE time trial, set at eight
minutes and 15 seconds for fast bowlers and
8:30 for batsmen, spinners and wicketkeep-
ers, has become mandatory for India’s cen-
trally-contracted cricketers. How does it
compare to the Yo-Yo test and what are the
benefits of a time trial?

What is the 2k time trial?

On a standard athletic track,
the distance is covered in five laps
of 400 metres each. The timings
can be measured with a stop-
watch or an electronic clock. The
2ktime trial is aspeed-endurance
test, according to Ramji
Srinivasan, the 2011 World Cup-
winning Indian team’s strength
and conditioning coach. “It is actually a
dreaded thing, you tell any athlete a time trial,

and they will go ‘Oh dear’.

EXPLAINED

How will it help cricketers?

Srinivasan gives the example of someone
batting for hours in difficult conditions.
“Time trial is going to make you fitter. For ex-
ample, if you have to cover the last 100 me-
tres in 20 seconds, you cannot stride, you
have to sprint. Especially when your muscles
are fatigued, you have to push. For example,

(

a batsman is in the 90s, it is extremely hot
and humid outside. The time trial will help
in terms of when to push (and) when to
sprint,” Srinivasan said. “It especially helps
in developing running mechanics, develop
breathing patterns. If you have wrong run-
ning mechanics, you are basically wasting
loads of energy. You understand your heart
rate and complete body better (through the
time trial).”

Cricketers will be taking their heart level
to its near-maximum and stabilising it. “So
as you get fitter, your resting
heart rate will come down. Top
elite athletes like a Roger
Federer’s resting heart rate will
be in the 30s to 40s. For an aver-
age person, it will be in the 70s
to 90s. The fitter the athlete,
lower the resting heart rate. For
example, if you are getting tired
in 10 minutes, they will just get
warmed up in 10 minutes,” Srinivasan says.

What will it reveal about fitness levels?
Hiding injuries won’t be possible, says
Heath Matthews, a sports physiotherapist
who works with Olympic-level athletes.
“Running within a specific time tells you a
lot about the cardio-vascular system, a lot
about injuries or ailments that they are car-
rying because if you have got pain, it is very
difficult to hide that pain for eight minutes
continuously and also perform at a high level.

The BCCI has made the 2k time trial
mandatory for Indian cricketers. File

Itisagood screening test in terms of muscu-
lar and skeletal fitness as well as cardio-vas-
cular,” Matthews, the head of sports science
and medicine at HN Reliance Foundation
Hospital in Mumbai, says.

If an athlete meets the standard set for
the time trial, he or she can be termed ‘fit’.
“You may not know the minute details about
movement in the lower back or strength of
the knee but you know, broadly speaking,

thatan athlete is ‘okay’ because he/she is sus-
taining high-speed running for a large
amount of time.”

Another benefit of the time trial is that it
will help to redraw the fitness schedule of a
cricketer, if needed. “Quantifiable data (on)
whether a particular fitness schedule is
working for you or not. If players are injured
when running, you can infer various things
from a time trial,” Ramyji says.

How does 2k in 8:30 compare to world-
class track-and-field athletes?

The men’s world record for the 2,000 me-
tres is four minutes and 44.79 seconds, set
by Morocco’s Hicham El Guerrouj in 1999.
For women, the corresponding timing is
5:23.75 set by Genzebe Dibaba of Ethiopia
in2017. For the Average Joe, it takes about 10
to 12 minutes to walk a kilometre, so a brisk
walker can complete 2k in about 18 minutes.
Elite athletes, who are into running, take
about six minutes to complete the two-kilo-
metre time trial, and someone who runs reg-
ularly can do it in about 14 minutes.

Are other teams using the time-trial test?

Ahead of the 2015 World Cup, The Sydney
Morning Herald reported Michael Clarke’s
time for the 2k time trial was cut by 40 to 50
seconds because he was in a race against
time following a hamstring injury. England
all-rounder Ben Stokes ran a sub-seven-
minute trial ahead of the 2019 Ashes. Stokes

was going at 17 kilometres an hour, accord-
ing to England’s strength and conditioning
coach Phil Scott’s column in the Daily Mail.
According to Srinivasan, Sri Lanka, South
Africa and New Zealand also put cricketers
through the time-trial test.

Will Indian cricketers have to train differ-
ently to meet target times?

“They will have to hit the road running,”
Srinivasan says. “You have a double
whammy of developing speed-endurance
as well as maximum aerobic speed. They
have to think like a 1,500-metre or 3,000-
metre runner. They have to train like middle-
distance runners. Every session needs to be
target-oriented. You cannot just take two or
three minutes to run a lap and then expect
to improve on your speed-endurance.”

Cricketers will have to do a lot more of in-
terval training; short intense runs, followed
by brief periods of recovery, followed again
by high-intensity runs. The mechanics of
running on a treadmill is different from that
of running outdoors, Ramji warns.

How is the time trial different from a Yo-Yo
test?

In the Yo-Yo test, two cones are placed 20
metres apart. At the first beep, the athlete
starts and must reach the cone at the other
end before the second beep, turn and run
back to cross the starting point before the
third beep. As the Yo-Yo test level gets tougher,

the frequency of the beeps increases and the
number of shuttles (up and down runs) also
goes up before a player gets a short break. A
player gets a ‘warning’ if he or she fails to cross
a cone before a beep within the stipulated
time. Three warnings during a test marks the
end. Yo-Yo tests have been used in football for
ages. The BCCI made clearing the Yo-Yo test
mandatory for Indian cricketers in 2016.
“Yo-Yo has alot of acceleration and decel-
eration and rapid change of direction. Yo-Yo
testis probably a far more sport-specific test
for cricket, butin recent years there seems to
be a preference amongst certain sports scien-
tists to be testing this 2-kilometre time trial
with elite-level cricketers,” Matthews says.

Can you ‘game’ the time trial?
Both Matthews and Srinivasan believe there
is scope to ‘cheat’ in the Yo-Yo test but not in
the time trial. “In Yo-Yo you can cut corners
here and there, instead of 20 metres you can
do 19.5 metres and it will accumulate over
100 metres at the end of a session. Here no-
body can favour anybody. You just need a
stopwatch or an electronic timer. It is there
for everyone to see. There are lot of ways to
skina catin Yo-Yo,” Srinivasan says.
Matthews says the Yo-Yo test is ‘compli-
cated’ and needs ‘too many tools’ which
means small gains could be made without
being noticed. “Like a person taking the Yo-
Yo test may not always cross their respective
line fully.”
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