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Bihar warns
of action for
online posts
against govt;
Opp calls it
draconian

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JANUARY 22

IN A move that has been de-
scribed as “draconian and un-
warranted” by the Opposition,
Bihar Police have issued a circu-
lar warning that those making
“objectionable and indecent”
comments online against the
state government, Ministers,
MLAs, MPs and officials can be
booked under the IT Act and the
Indian Penal Code.

“We have been, of late, get-
ting information about the use
of objectionable and indecent
language being used against the
government, Ministers, MPs,
MLAs and government officials
through social media/ Internet.
This is against provisions of the
law and comes under the do-
main of cyber crime... For this act,
it is apt to take action against
such offenders," states the circu-
lar issued by Bihar Police's
Economic Offences Unit (EOU).

The circular, which is dated
January 21 and signed by
Additional DGP (EOU and Cyber
Crime) N H Khan, has been sent
to principal secretaries and sec-
retaries of all state government
departments. It states that the
EOU is the nodal agency for cyber
crime, and that all principal sec-
retaries and secretaries should
bring “such matters” to its notice
so that “action can be initiated”.

Reacting sharply to the circu-
lar, RJD leader and Leader of
Opposition Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav tweeted that “in the birth-
place of the Republic”, Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar “hasbeen
ripping apart democratic values”.

Yadav said the Opposition
will not allow the JD(U)-BJP gov-
ernment to “take away demo-
cratic rights of the people”.

JD(U) spokesperson Neeraj
Kumar said the government's
move is in accordance with the
law and will “apply to everyone”.
“There is nothing offensive about
it,” he said.

ADGP Khan later said police
will not take any suo motu action.
“We will take action only if

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

NO DATE SET FOR NEXT MEETING

Talks break down, Centre tells farmers
we have made best offer, reconsider

Some forces don’t
want to see this
resolved: Tomar

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
& RAAKHIJAGGA
NEW DELHI, LUDHIANA, JAN 22

TALKS BETWEEN the Centre and
farmer unions demanding the
repeal of the new agriculture
laws broke down Friday after
weeks of negotiation. The gov-
ernment made it clear to the
farmers that its proposal to sus-
pend the laws for 18 months was
the “best” it could offer, and
farmers could return to the talks
table after a rethink.

The hardening of the Centre’s
position was evident when, at
the very start of the meeting,
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar objected
to the Samyukta Kisan Morcha’s
announcement  Thursday
evening that the farmer unions
had rejected the Centre’s offer to
suspend the laws.

Itislearned that Tomar told the
unions that since the talks were
scheduled Friday, they should have
communicated their decision to
the government instead of an-
nouncing it to the media first.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Farmers’ representatives after the meeting in New Delhi on Friday. Amit Mehra

Opp parties target ‘rigid’ Govt,
plan to turn up heat in Parliament

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

WITH TALKS between the
Centre and farm unions break-
ing down, Opposition parties
Friday slammed the
Government for adopting a
“rigid” stand and signalled that
they will raise the issue forcefully
and “vociferously” during the

Budget session of Parliament
starting next week.

Sources told The Indian
Express that Congress president
Sonia Gandhi is likely to convene
ameeting of Opposition leaders
ahead of the session to discuss
strategy, and that they are al-
ready in touch with each other.

The Opposition parties have
alsodecided to hold street agita-
tions over the farm laws, with

NCP chief Sharad Pawar slated to
participate in a protest in
Mumbai on January 25.
“Parliament will reconvene
inaweek’s time. It is the Budget
session, of course. But there are
S0 many pressing issues of pub-
lic concern that need to be de-
bated and discussed fully.
Whether the Government will
agree however remains to be
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

MSP to APMCs:
SC panel puts
up questions to
draw farmers

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

M Are you aware about the im-
plications of legalising MSP?

M Do you think there may be risk
of acquiring land by the corpo-
rate sector or the contractor?

B There are apprehensions that
the provisions in the Act will col-
lapse APMC markets. Do you feel
so? If yes, how will it be respon-
sible for the collapse of APMC
markets?

These are some of the ques-
tions in a feedback form pre-
pared by the Supreme Court-
appointed committee seeking
"suggestions" of farmers and
other stakeholders on the three
contentious farm laws and the
demand for legal guarantee for
minimum support price (MSP).

The feedback form, available
on the committee’s webpage,
contains 20 multiple-choice
questions divided into 5 sections.
While Sections A, B, and C deal
with the three farm laws, Section

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

BEFORE THE PARADE

Artists taking part in the Republic Day tableaux undergo Covid-19 test, in New Delhi on Friday. Praveen Khanna

EXPRESS NETWORK

ANOTHER MINISTER
QUITS IN BENGAL,
BJP INVITESHIMTO
JOIN THEIR PARTY
PAGE 5

THECITY

NORTHEAST DELHI:
BJP PLANS ‘RATH
YATRA’ FOR RAM

Rajasthan bats for retd IAS officer, now
advisor to cricket body led by CM son

Files plea to withdraw corruption
case against him and two others

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JANUARY 22

FOUR YEARS after chargesheets
were filed against three bureau-
crats, including an IAS officer —
who is now retired and is an ad-
visor to the Rajasthan Cricket
Association led by Vaibhav
Gehlot, son of Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot — for corruptionin
an alleged land scam, the state

government has moved an ap-
plication at the trial stage to
withdraw the case against them
ataspecial court set up for hear-
ing cases under the Prevention
of Corruption Act.

Two chargesheets against the
three officials — GS Sandhu, IAS
(now retired), Nishkam Diwakar
(now retired, Rajasthan
Administrative Service) and
Onkar Mal Saini (serving RAS
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INITS 2016 chargesheet,

the state ACB had accused
the three bureaucrats of
criminal conspiracy for al-
lotting land belonging to a
housing society to a pri-
vate construction com-
pany. The state has now
moved a special court to
withdraw the case.

Green laws passed at
instance of foreign

powers: NHAI in HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 22

THE NATIONAL Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) has
landed in trouble in the
Karnataka High Court for claim-
ing in a submission that the
Environment Protection Act,
1986 was “passed by Parliament
not only for protection of envi-
ronment but also at the instance
of foreign powers” while refer-

ring to a UN conference.
The submission was made by
a Deputy General Manager of
NHAI in objections to a writ pe-
tition filed by the NGO, United
Conservation Movement,
against a 2013 notification of the
Union Environment Ministry do-
ing away with environment im-
pact assessment reports for
widening national highways of
over 100 km by more than 40
metres.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Faced pressure but
went by scientists
on vaccines: PM
bid to dispel doubts

Suggests vaccination competitions by
hospitals to move to 2nd phase quickly

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 22

CRITICISING POLITICS over coro-
navirus vaccines and trying to al-
lay fears regarding the same,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said Friday that he had been un-
deralotof "pressure" but left the
call on when to introduce the
vaccines to scientists.
Inatelevised interaction with
beneficiaries and vaccinators of
the Covid vaccines in his con-
stituency Varanasi, he also urged
people to believe health workers
and doctors, and suggested that
hospitals initiate "competitions
invaccination" so that the coun-
try could move quickly to the sec-
ond phase of the drive.
Without referring to ques-

BUSINESS AS USUAL

By UNNY

tions raised regarding emer-
gency use clearance to the in-
digenously developed Covaxin
despite some missing data

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray with Cyrus Poonawalla
and Adar Poonawalla in Pune on Friday. Ashish Kale

Fire loss Rs 1,000 cr;
BCG, rota vaccines
capacity hit: Serum

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JANUARY 22

VACCINE-MAKER Serum
Institute of India has said it suf-
fered losses worth at least
Rs 1,000 crore in Thursday’s fire,
although the production or sup-
plies of the Covid-19 vaccine re-
mained unaffected.

“The fire incident will not af-
fect Covishield supplies, but it
has damaged the rotavirus and
BCG vaccine manufacturing and

MANDIR DONATIONS storage facilities. Itis a big finan-
PAGE 3 cial loss for us, more than

Rs 1,000 crore,” Serum Institute
CWC ASKS FOR JPC PROBE

CEO Adar Poonawalla said at a
press conference on Friday.

“By God’s grace, and prayers
by all of us, the fire incident took
place in another building and
Covishield production and stock
was not affected at all,” he said.

Five workers engaged in elec-
trical and air-conditioning jobs
were killed in the fire that en-
gulfed the three upper floors of a
newly-constructed six-storey
building on the Serum campusin
Pune's Manjhariareaon Thursday.

“We were hoping that there
was no loss of life. When we got
an initial report that there has

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘All Ministers with us’: Arnab’s chats
make BJP do some social distancing

LIZMATHEW & MANOJ CG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

THE BJP and the Centre have
avoided reacting to the
WhatsApp chats between
Republic TV’s Arnab Goswami
and former CEO of the Broadcast
Audience Research Council
(BARC) Partho Dasgupta submit-
ted to the court by the Mumbai
Police in the TRP case. But as the
Congress calls for aJPC probe and

His WhatsApp
| chatswith

1| ex-BARCCEO

submitted to

court

flags Goswami's claims of prox-
imity with the government, that
distancing will be tested once
Parliament begins.

The Congress Working
Committee (CWC) Friday de-

manded a "time-bound investi-
gation” into “the breach of na-
tional security, violations of the
Official Secrets Act and the role
of the persons involved."
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi criticised what she called
the “deafening” silence of the
Government, adding that "those
who give certificates of patriot-
ism and nationalism to others
now stand totally exposed.”
“Why should we enter
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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BENITAFERNANDO
& LAXMANSINGH
MUMBAI, JANUARY 22

SOMETIME IN the early 1990s,
animposing sculpture at Haji Ali
Circle was lost to a road expan-
sion project. Over two-storey tall,
shaped like a peacock, the sculp-
ture called Spark had been built
by pioneering artist Pilloo
Pochkhanawala. Years later, in
2002, a miniature version of the
work was placed on a traffic is-
land outside the National Gallery
of Modern Art (NGMA) in
Colaba. As a Bal Thackeray
statue, the first of the late politi-

cal leader in Mumbai, comes up
on the island on Saturday;, it has
suddenly come to notice that
'Spark’ has gone missing again —
and may have been missing for
months now.

The BMC is undertaking a
makeover of the Colaba trafficis-
land. Asked about the missing
replica, Assistant Municipal
Commissioner, A ward (Colaba,
Fort), Chanda Jadhav said, "We
are not aware of the whereabouts
of the sculpture. I checked with
our staff whether it was shifted
to some other place or removed,
but no such thing has taken place
fromour side."

HSBC, which funded the

Spark replica and maintains the
traffic island as per an arrange-
ment with the BMC, did not
comment onits current location.
The Spark replica had been
installed through a citizen's ini-
tiative, including members such
as Dr Pheroza Godrej, former di-
rector of the NGMA, and Zarir
Cama, ex-CEO of HSBC India.
Godrej made the replica based on
Pochkhanawala’s scale model,
which she owns. The replicawas
one-third the height of the orig-
inal sculpture at Haji Ali.
Pochkhanawala, who died in
1986 and whose legacy isnowal-
most forgotten, made notable
contribution tomodernIndianart,

A 2013 photograph of the sculpture in Colaba, Mumbai. Photo Courtesy: Pheroza Godrej; the statue
of Bal Thackeray which is to be unveiled at the site. Ganesh Shirsekar

New Delhi

pushing sculpting beyond busts
of royalty and dignitaries. She was
among the few women sculptors
at a time when the Indian art
world was dominated by men
and painters. Born in 1923 to the
Adenwalla family that set up the
firm Cowasjee Dinshaw & Bros,
she married into the family of Sir
Sorabji Pochkhanawala, one of the
founders of the Central Bank of
India.

While she started out work-
ing with an advertising firm, a
Europe tour in 1950 introduced
her to original works of
Constantin Brancusi, Henry
Moore, Barbara Hepworth and
Alexander Calder,among others,

Mystery of the missing ‘Spark as Thackeray gets statue in Mumbai

and convinced her to become a
sculptor. But her works were as
inspired by American and
European modernism as Hindu
temple sculptures.

Spark was originally com-
missioned by BEST (Bombay
Electric Supply & Transport),and
Pochkhanawala made it welding
scrap metal together — the
heavy, industrial quality of the
work set off by its light, bird-like
features. Godrej says
Pochkhanawala probably gave it
that name due to BEST's connec-
tion with electricity.

Pochkhanawala chose Haji
Ali Circle as the location as she

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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EXPLAINED: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JERENGA POTHAR, THE VENUE FOR PM MODI’S

Jerenga Pothar, an open field in Sivasagar town, is popularly connected to the valour of 17th century Ahom
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Cuts in ‘Tandav’; US and
India ties under Biden;
fire at Serum
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What Tandav's cuts mean for OTT
platforms, what the Biden administration
could mean for US-India ties, and the fire
that broke out at the Serum Institute
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Rajasthan

officer) — were filed in 2015 and 2016 when
the BJP was in power in the state.

The chargesheet, filed onJuly 8,2016 by the
Anti Corruption Bureau, said Sandhu, who was
Principal Secretary in the Urban Development
and Housing (UDH) Department in 2010-11,
Diwakar, then Deputy Secretary, UDH, and
Saini, then Deputy Commissioner, Jaipur
Development Authority, were part of a“crim-
inal conspiracy” in allotting land belonging to
ahousing society to a private company.

Sandhu and Saini were charged under
sections 409, 420 and 120B of the IPC along
with relevant sections of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, in the 2016
chargesheet. Diwakar too was
chargesheeted i. The three were arrested, but
were subsequently granted bail.

Inits January 19, 2021, application before
the special court, the state government has
recommended that the case against Sandhu
and the two others be withdrawn. Six months
ago, in July 2019, Sandhu and Diwakar had
made arepresentation to the government af-
ter the Congress returned to power. The UDH
department set up a committee which rec-
ommended the withdrawal of the case.

Sandhu did not respond to calls and mes-
sages.

Incidentally, Shanti Dhariwal, UDH
Minister in Gehlot’s Cabinet, was also called
for questioning in the same case by the ACBin
2015. When asked if a committee under his
ministry recommending a clean to the three
bureaucrats amounted to conflict of interest,
he said there was no case of conflict of interest.

“The inquiry was conducted by the UDH
committee as well as a committee of the

home department and it was found there is
no case. The three bureaucrats were framed
by the then BJP government under political
vendetta because they refused to accept sifar-
ish (recommendations) made by BJP leaders.
My name was never in the FIR or anywhere
in the case. The ACB had just called me, but it
said there was nothing against me. There were
no demands for bribes, and the government
did notincurany loss. There is no case against
the bureaucrats. On the contrary, the govern-
ment has benefitted Rs 54 lakh,” Dhariwal told
The Indian Express.

When contacted, Vibhuti Bhushan
Sharma, Additional Advocate General, told The
Indian Express that it was within the power of
the government to withdraw cases at any stage
of the trial. “In criminal cases, the state is the
party,” he said.

In the withdrawal application, the state
government has pointed out that none of
the three bureaucrats were named in the
original complaint, preliminary enquiry, or
the FIR. Further, it said no special person
has been wrongly benefited or harmed. The
government also now said the land in ques-
tion was not government land and its status
quo had not been changed. It also noted
that the ACB had filed the chargesheet
against Sandhu, a public servant, without
taking prosecution sanction as required un-
der section 197 CrPC.

Bihar warns

there is a complaint against anyone. Under
existing legal provisions, anyone making ob-
jectionable remarks can be booked under
IPC sections 409, 420 and 467, and under IT
Act provisions,” he said.

Government sources told The Indian
Express that the trigger for the cir-
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cular can be traced to “objection-
able comments” posted on some
digital platforms against a District
Magistrate and a principal secre-
tary in connection with the inves-
tigation in the murder in Patna
this month of Indigo executive
Rupesh Singh.

The Bihar move comes two
months after the Kerala govern-
ment said it will “not go ahead with
implementing” a controversial
amendment to the Kerala Police
Act to mandate a jail term for any
“offensive” social media post fol-
lowing a hailstorm of criticism
from across the political spectrum,
including the ruling CPM and its
LDF alliance.

Last month, hearing a plea filed
by a 38-year-old woman who was
booked by Maharashtra Police for
allegedly making offensive re-
marks on social media against
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray
and his son Aaditya in July, the
Bombay High Court said that a
“public office in ademocracy” has
to face criticism.

Maharashtra Police had regis-
tered several FIRs against individu-
alswho posted allegedly defamatory
content on social media against
Thackeray and his son. All these FIRs
were filed after the death of actor
Sushant Singh Rajput in June, when
police claimed “coordinated attacks”
were launched against the CM and
the state government.

Serum fire loss

been no loss of life, we were re-
lieved and hence I sent out a
tweet,” Poonawalla said.

“But later, after clearing of
smoke, the dead bodies were dis-
covered. We did not have a com-
plete list of the third-party workers
and did not know how many were

— working at the site. Once [ got to
“_ AND Lﬂﬁilﬂ " know about the tragic deaths of the
- ~ Alok Kr. Ranjan workers, then [ sent out another
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1 message to condole the deaths. My
father (Cyrus Poonawalla, chairman
of the Poonawalla Group of which
Serum Institute is part) also an-
nounced financial aid for their fam-
ilies,” he said.

Poonawalla said the fire had
impacted plans to augment future
capacities of BCG and rotavirus
vaccines. “Itis a brand new facility
and installation of equipment was
happening there and perhaps that
(ongoing works) is what caused
this incident. What we have lost is
the future production,” he said.

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackerary visited the
Serum Institute campus on Friday
and reviewed the damage caused
by the fire. The only relief was that
manufacturing or storage of
Covishield was unaffected, he said.

Tomar and his colleagues Piyush Goyal
and Som Prakash, itis learned, left the meet-
ing room after telling the farmer represen-
tatives to reconsider the Centre’s offer.
Tomar returned later and told the unions
they could discuss among themselves and
let the government know Saturday.

Responding to a reporter’s query on
whatwould happenif the farmers don’t re-
turn with a decision, Tomar said: “I am not
anastrologer. What will happen tomorrow,
I don’'t know.”

With the Centre hardening its position
and no new date set for the next round of
talks, the spotlight now is on the run-up
toJanuary 26 when farmers intend to hold
a tractor parade on Delhi’s Outer Ring
Road. Police have already denied permis-
sion for the tractor parade within city lim-
itsin view of heightened security arrange-
ments for Republic Day.

The breakdown of talks also sets the
stage for a stormy Budget session of
Parliament where the Opposition will try to
corner the government and the ruling
party over the farmer protests.

Emerging from the meeting, which
lasted barely 30 minutes with long breaks
for lunch and tea, Tomar said: “We told
them that our proposal to put on hold the

seen... The agitation of farmers continues
and the Government has shown shocking
insensitivity and arrogance going through
the charade of consultations,” Gandhi told
a meeting of the Congress Working
Committee (CWC).

“We will vociferously raise the issue in
supportof the food givers of our country. Since
the day the ordinance was promulgated, we
have been consistently opposing the anti-
tiller legislation. Our stand is very clear. It will
be pursued inside and outside Parliament,”
Congress leader in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury told The Indian Express.

Senior Leftleader D Raja said he had spo-
ken over the phone with Rahul Gandhi and
both agreed that Opposition leaders should
meet to chalk out a joint strategy. CPM gen-
eral secretary Sitaram Yechury said the stale-
mate is continuing because of the

Best offer: Centre tells farmers to reconsider

implementation of laws for one or one-
and-a-half years is the best proposal. You
should reconsider. That proposal is in the
interest of farmers and the country. We told
them that we are concluding the talks to-
day andif you arrive at any decision, tell us
tomorrow. We can meet atany place toan-
nounce that decision.”

Buta Singh Burjgill, president of BKU
(Dakaunda), said: “The government told us
to accept their proposal, and that they are
not going to repeal the laws. They did not
give any date for the next meeting, but told
us that they will always come to a place
where we call a meeting for a discussion.
Now our focusis on the tractor parade and
itwill be held peacefully. Next, there is the
Budget sessionin Parliament... These laws
came from Parliament and their repeal can
also come from the same Parliament. Our
protest will continue.”

The Samyukta Kisan Morcha, in a state-
ment released by Krantikari Kisan Union
leader Darshan Pal, said: “The deadlock
again arose in the meeting with the central
government today. The government came
with the proposal to suspend these laws for
18 months, while the farmers demanded
the repeal of the laws.” On the tractor pa-
rade plan, it said police officers had given

Opp parties target ‘rigid’ Govt, plan to turn up heat in Parliament

Government's “obduracy”. Trinamool Cong-
ress's Derek O'Brien said the only option be-
fore the Government is to repeal the laws.
“Gazetted laws can’t be kept suspended.
They are enforceable unless repealed. The
assurance to keep them on hold is, hence,
hollow. Farmers have seen through this sub-
terfuge. Repeal these laws,” said Yechury.
Raja said the Government is “being
rigid”. He said the farm laws will jeopardise
India’s food security, and agriculture will be
handed over to business houses. “The
Government should have agreed to rethink.
When the whole farming community is ag-
itating, political parties cannot remain on-
lookers and mute spectators...,” Raja said.
O'Brien asked the Government to “bring
an ordinance and scrap the bills”.
The CW(C, too, chalked out an agitational
plan. “We have decided to hold block-level

them a roadmap and leaders of the unions
would reply after a meeting Saturday.

Tomar said the government adopted a
sensitive approach towards farmers and
thought of their interest. He said “a sense to
take a decision in the interest of farmers
was lacking (among unions) .. When the
sanctity of a movement is destroyed, then
no decision can be reached (Jab andolan ki
pavitrata nasht ho jaati hai, tab koi nirnay
nahi hota hai)”.

Asked about the options before the gov-
ernment if farmer unions do not reconsider
the offer and intensify their protest, Tomar
said: “Whatever best options we had, those
have been given to the farmer unions.”

Jagjit Singh Dallewal, president of BKU
(Sidhupur), said: “We discussed the gov-
ernment's proposal Thursday. We are not
divided... We came here for repeal and will
not go back without getting it.”

“We are aware that Parliament’s Budget
sessionis to start... the Parliament session
and the biggest farmer movement in the
country will continue side by side. We hope
Opposition parties will play their role this
session,” he said.

Darshan Pal said: “Anything on the gov-
ernment's stand will be discussed after the
Republic Day tractor parade.”

demonstrations followed by district-level
agitations and conventions before February
28. At the state level, there will be massive
conventions before February 28 in solidar-
ity with the farmers," said K C Venugopal,
general secretary in charge of organisation.

"The Parliament session is coming...join-
ing hands with other like-minded parties,
the Congress will stand against these anti-
farmer legislations and put pressure on the
Government to repeal these three acts,”
Venugopal said.

In a resolution, the CWC said the farm-
ers are “fighting a decisive battle to save
their farms and fields, their lives and liveli-
hood, and their present and their future
against a diabolical onslaught by the Modi
Government determined to sacrifice their
interests at the altar of a handful of crony
industrialist friends.”

“Covid-19is still wreaking havoc around
the globe. Serum s a ray of hope. When news
of the fire came, everyone was horrified. Five
persons died but thankfully the manufactur-
ing and storage of the Covid vaccine was not
affected. People are worried about the Covid
vaccine. I want to assure everyone that Covid
vaccine manufacturing hasn’t been affected,”
the Chief Minister said.

MSP to APMCs

D contains questions on the MSP. The last
section, E, seeks the respondents' sugges-
tions.

Thefirstof the eight questionsin Section A
asks if the farmers/stakeholders are aware of
the Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 —tobe
answered in a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’. In the next ques-
tion, farmers are asked where they sell their
produce — a farm gate, haat (market), APMC
mandi, collection centre, a collection organ-
ised by a company or a farmer producer or-
ganisation.

Section A goes on to ask if the respon-
dents feel the Act gives them more choice to
sell their produce beyond APMC markets,
and if this would "benefit farmers in realiz-
ing better prices for their produce™.

Section B has five questions regarding the
Farmers (Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act, 2020, including, “Are you aware
about the Act dealing with contract farming?...
Do you know the Act is (a) contract for pro-
duce and not for land?... Do you think that
there may be risk of acquiring land by the cor-
porate sector or the contractor?... Do you agree
with the dispute resolution through SDM un-
derthe Act?... Do you have any suggestions to
further improve the provisions in the Act?”

Section C contains three questions about
the Essential Commodities (Amendment)
Act, 2020, on whether the farmers are aware
of its provisions and how these affect them,
and the changes they would like.

The MSP issue is dealt with in Section D,
in four questions — “What are the three
main produce you sell? Do you sell your pro-
duce at Minimum Support Prices? (To)
Whom do youssell? Are you aware about the
implications of legalizing MSP especially if
the commodity is in surplus... If yes, what
may be those?”

Inthe last Section E, the respondents can
give “any other suggestions” in 100 words.

The portal requires the respondents to
share details such as name, email, mobile
number and state.

NHAI in HC

In its submission, the NHAI also alleged
that many NGOs file petitions for upholding
the norms of the Act “at the instance of for-
eign powers”.

Taking strong objection to these claims
filed during a hearing on January 11, a bench
headed by Chief Justice of the High Court,
Abhay Shreeniwas Oka, described them as
“shocking”.

The NHATI has since attempted to retract
from the filings through a senior lawyer in
the form of former advocate general Uday
Holla. But the High Court on January 19 in-
sisted that the NHAI respond on how the
submissions were filed.

“We cannot casually allow withdrawal
of such a statement of objections in which
a bold stand has been taken by the said
Authority on oath that the said Act of 1986
has been enacted not only for the protec-
tion of the environment, but also at the in-
stance of the foreign powers,” the bench,
also comprising Justice Sachin Shankar
Magadum, said.

According to the objections filed by NHAI,
the Environment Protection Act, 1986 is an
Act “to provide for the protection and im-
provement of environment and for matters
connected therewith: whereas the decisions
were taken at the United Nations Conference
on the Human Environment held at
StockholminJune, 1972, in which India par-
ticipated, to take appropriate steps for the
protection and improvement of human en-
vironment.”

The NHAI further states: “Hence, the Act
has been passed by Parliament not only for
protection of the environment but also at the
instance of foreign powers. And many NGOs
are filing Writ Petitions at the instance of for-
eign powers. Foreign entities such as
Amnesty International and Peoples Union
for Civil liberties through its Indian counter-
parts have filed Writ Petitions directly un-
der Article 32 of the Constitution of India, by
passing High Courts, in furtherance of vested
interests.”

The submission alleges that many organi-
sations in India, which function as environ-
mental action and humanrights, “are actively
involved in attacking development projects,

and challenging govt. policies & notifications
and doing anti national activities".

The High Court noted: “To put it very
mildly, we are really shocked at the way the
statement of objections has been filed by the
said Authority which is signed and verified
by the Deputy General Manager (Tech) of the
second respondent (NHAI). The statement
of objections is also signed by the advocate
for the second respondent.”

The court said: “Such scandalous allega-
tion has been made against the central legisla-
ture by an agency and instrumentality of the
state. The said inference appears to have been
drawn on the basis of decisions taken at the
United Nations Conference of the Human
Environment held at Stockholmin June 1972,
inwhich India participated and agreed to take
steps for protection of the environment.”

The division bench noted: “Moreover, the
said authority seems to be proceeding on the
footing that most of the organizations which
file petitions in this court and the apex court
inenvironment matters for protecting the en-
vironment are supported by foreign powers.”

The courtis scheduled to take up the mat-
ter on February 2.

Arnab’s chats

the picture?” said a Union Minister.
“Neither the government nor the party has
anything to do with what chats Goswami
has with someone. As of now, there is no
wrongdoing, nothing to prove that any
party leader has something to do with it,”
said a Union Minister.

On the Congress allegation that the chats
show Goswami had prior knowledge of “sen-
sitive” military operations — a reference to
Balakot — BJP leaders said the chats didn’t re-
veal anything that wasn’t public knowledge at
that time. Indeed, several leaders in the party
and the Government, from the Prime Minister
down, had warned of decisive action to avenge
the Pulwama attack.

Yet, at least six BJP leaders The Indian
Express spoke with, including a Union
Minister, admitted that the controversy has
put theminaspot.

Negative references to leaders like late Arun
Jaitley, Prakash Javadekar and former minister
Rajyavardhan Rathore; Goswami's remark that
“allministers are with us,” and his offer to me-
diate with the political leadership, including
the PMO, aren’t what anyone in the party or
government wants to have to respond on.

New Delhi

More so, after their top leaders came out
to strongly defend Goswami when he was
picked up from his home in a suicide abet-
ment case by Mumbai Police in November.

Union Ministers Amit Shah, Javadekar, S
Jaishankar, Piyush Goyal and Smriti Irani and
BJP president J P Nadda had called it an at-
tack on the free press.

“That support was extended because the
Maharashtra government and the police were
going after Goswami,” said a senior BJP leader.
“This isn’t the same thing. There is alleged
wrongdoing and people have been arrested.”

At least two leaders said the WhatsApp
chats were like the “Radia moment” for the BJP
referring to telephone chats between former
corporate lobbyist Niira Radia and politicians
and journalistsin 2009, which was used by the
BJP in its campaign against the Congress-led
UPAinthe run upto 2014 Lok Sabhaelections.

“The content may not be as damaging as
Radia tapes, about specific claims of prox-
imity to politicians and corporates. But it is
embarrassing when someone flaunts or
brags about connections with Ministers,”
said a party leader.

There is also, another BJP leader said, un-
certainty over what's next — if there are other
chats that will be revealed by the Mumbai
Police who this week were successful in get-
ting the court to reject Dasgupta’s bail.

“We don’t know what will come out but
as of now, the government and the party will
maintain that we have nothing to do with
what has been leaked so far,” said a leader.
“And that the law will take its course in the
TRP case anyway.”

Goswami, incidentally, has threatened le-
gal action against the Congress for its “fales-
hoods.” Dasgupta's advocate Arjun Singh
Thakur said “motivated interests” had leaked
the chats that has “nothing incriminating.”

The CWC, meanwhile, expressed grave
concern at the “revelations exposing the sor-
did conversations that have undoubtedly
compromised national security”. “It is clear
thatamong those involved are personsin the
highest echelons of government and there
has been a breach of secrecy concerning vi-
tal and sensitive military operations,” it said
inaresolution.

PM on vaccines

regarding trials, Modi said at the 30-minute
video-conference, “Mere pe bada pressure aata
tha, vaccine kyon nahin aati hai, vaccine kab la-
gaoge? Rajneetimein idhar ki bhi baat hoti hai,
udhar ki bhi baat hoti hai. Main ek hi baat karta
tha, ki vaigyanik jo kahenge wahi karenge, yeh
hum political logon ka kaam nahin hai (There
was alot of pressure on me, as to why the vac-
cine is not coming, when it would be admin-
istered. In politics, people say all kinds of
things, butIwould say only one thing, that we
would do what the scientists say, it is not
something for us politicians to decide).”

He added, “When the go-ahead from the
scientists came, we had to decide from where
to start, and we decided to do it from health
workers who handle patients constantly."

Thackeray

lived in the neighbourhood. However, Spark
was shunted around even during her life-
time, sidelined to a smaller trafficisland next
to the roundabout. The black sculpture also
got a coat of red. Eventually, the circle van-
ished, and so did Spark.

“I remember it lying on the side of the
pavement, where Café Noorani is today. The
metal had corroded and the top angles had
broken. I was quite fond of it for three reasons
—itwasanice piece, it was Pilloo’s and [ used
to see it every day,” Godrej said.

The citizen's initiative chose the NGMA
to place the replica as Pochkhanawala had
played a key role in the foundation of the
gallery and also organised the Bombay
Arts Festival for many years. However,
Spark had always been tough to locate
amidst the shrubbery on the trafficisland,
and now nobody, including residents and
shopowners in the area, remember when
they saw it last.

It was "Art Walks Mumbai', which runs
art tours and education programmes in the
city, that first noticed the disappearance of
the replica. During the lockdown last year,
they had covered it as part of a virtual art
tour.

“For a city with so little engaging public
art, it’s devastating to lose Pilloo’s Spark yet
again. This piece was a key visual element of
our art tour in tracing her journey from a
sculptor working with scrap metal to the or-
ganiser of the Bombay Arts Festival. She was
ahead of her time in her choice of material,”
the Art Walks founders said.

Butif Spark died unheralded, the trafficis-
land hasbeen given a makeover toreceive the
Thackeray statue, which will be inaugurated
on Saturday, on his birth anniversary. It’s 11
feet tall and stands atop a pedestal.

FULLREPORTS ON
www.indianexpress.com
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JNU V-C Jagadesh

Kumar gets extension

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

JAWAHARLALNEHRU University
Vice-Chancellor M Jagadesh
Kumar, who was scheduled tore-
tire on January 26, was Friday
asked by the Education Ministry
to continue in office till his suc-
cessor is appointed.

An advertisement had been
put out in October for the same
saying the V-Cmust possess “the
highest level of competence, in-
tegrity, morals and institutional
commitment”.

"The incumbent Vice-
Chancellor M Jagadesh Kumar,
whose five-year term is to com-
plete on January 26, is allowed to
continue in the office, notwith-
standing the expiry of the tenure
till his successor is appointed,”
P K Singh, Under Secretary,
Ministry of Education, said
Friday.

Kumar has seen a fair share
of tumult on campus during his
tenure — starting from the
February 9, 2016 sedition case
against Kanhaiya Kumar, Umar
Khalid and Anirban
Bhattacharya for alleged anti-na-
tional slogans on campus to the
disappearance of JNU student
Najeeb Ahmed. The campus has
also witnessed prolonged

M Jagadesh Kumar was
scheduled to retire on
January 26

protests in campus due to hostel
fee hike and mandatory atten-
dance for students and teachers.

Both the JNU Students’ Union
and JNU Teachers’ Association
have been at loggerheads with
the V-C, with demands for his
resignation being raised from
time to time.

In January last year, the JNU
campus had become the scene
of violence when masked peo-
ple went from hostel to hostel
assaulting students and damag-
ing property. Several members
of the faculty were also injured
in the attacks.

JNU had formed a panel to
look into the violence, but — as
reported by The Indian Express —
that was later dissolved.

Year after Northeast Delhiriots,
BJP plans ‘rath yatra’ indistrict
to collect Ram Mandir donations

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

A‘RATHyatra’inanine-seater van
is being planned for his con-
stituency by Manoj Tiwari, the
MP from Northeast Delhi and for-
mer state BJP chief, during which
he will collect contributions for
construction of the Ram Mandir
in Ayodhya.

Calling it the ‘Sri Ram
Janmabhoomi Nirman Nidhi
Abhiyan’, Tiwari said he will be-
gin the yatra from February 1,
whichis also his birthday.

"Iwill reach out toall sections
of society to collect contributions
foragrand Ram temple. There are
several brothers and sisters from
the minority community who
also wish to contribute, and [ will
go to their houses, shops and es-
tablishments too," Tiwari said.

The Northeast Delhi con-
stituency had last year seen com-
munal riots that left 53 dead and
hundreds injured.

BJP leader and Tiwari’s aide
Neelkant Bakshi said the yatra
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Anine-seater van will serve as the ‘rath’

will start from Timarpur and head
to Chand Bagh and Yamuna Vihar.
The next day’s programme is yet
to be decided. Chand Bagh was
among the areas that saw vio-
lence in February last year.
Anine-seater van will be fash-
ioned into a rath, which will be
decorated with photos of Lord
Ram, the temple, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah and BJP president ] P

Nadda.

The idea is to collect as much
money as possible for the temple
trust, Bakshi said, adding that all
efforts would be made to ensure
harmony is maintained in the
area during the yatra.

As reported by The Indian
Express, the BJP's Delhi unit along
with the RSSwill also startadrive
to collect donations for construc-
tion of the Ram Mandir, mobilis-

ing party workers right till the
boothlevel from February 1to27.

VHP’s Delhi unit president
Kapil Khanna had told The Indian
Express that the cadres will reach
outto43 lakh families and inform
them about the plan regarding
the structure of the temple and its
design. “While cadres will not
contact non-Hindu households,
everyone can contribute by
reaching out to us,” he had said.

BJP MP from East Delhi
Gautam Gambbhir hasdonated Rs
1 crore for construction of the
temple. "A glorious Ram temple
has been the dream of all Indians.
Finally this long standing issue
hasbeen put to rest. This will pave
the way for unity and tranquillity.
Asmall contribution fromme and
my family has been made in this
endeavour," he said.

Delhi BJP general secretary
Kuljeet Chehal, whois looking af-
ter the fund collection drive, said
several leaders and businessmen
have started contributing already
and the party will reach out to
every section — be it industrial-
ists or those living in slums.

200 samples from
sero-survey missing

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

THE DIRECTORATE General of
Health Services (DGHS) has is-
sued a show cause notice to the
chief district medical officer of
the West district after officials
were unable to trace 200 sam-
ples collected for the fifth round
of the serological survey in Delhi.

In the notice issued by the
DGHS, Dr Nutan Mundeja, offi-
cials have been asked to explain
the reason behind the lapse
within three days. “This is a seri-
ous lapse on the part of team of
West district responsible for sero
survey,” stated the notice, also
marked to Principal Secretary,
Health and Family Welfare, Delhi
government.

The fifth round of the sero-
logical survey kicked off in Delhi
on January 11. A total of 28,000
samples have been collected
during the exercise which was
expected to end on Friday. The
West district had a target of col-
lecting 4200 samples for the sur-
vey.The last sero survey was con-
ducted in October. Results of the
survey showed 29.1% people had
antibodies in August, which
dropped to 25.1% in September
and later increased to 25.5% in
October.

“Thisis the first time that the
samples from any district have
been misplaced. The whole pur-
pose of the exercise is defeated
if the officials will have to re-col-
lect the samples. It seems that
the samples got lost between the
lab team and the district offi-
cials,” said a senior official from
the state health department.

The first round of this exer-
cise, conducted between the last
week of June and the first week
of July, had detected antibodies
in about 23% of the volunteers.

A serological survey is an
exercise to check the preva-
lence of the disease in a popu-
lation, by detecting the pres-
ence of specific antibodies
against the virus.

The survey includes IgG
Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent
Assay (ELISA) test, which esti-
mates the proportion of the pop-
ulation exposed to Sars-Cov-2 in-
fection. The IgG test is not useful
for detecting acute infections but
itindicates episodes of infections
that have happened in the past.
The test has been approved by
ICMR for its high sensitivity and
specificity.

Meanwhile, Delhi saw 266
new cases and seven deaths due
to Covid-19 in the last 24 hours,
taking the total number of cases
in the city to 63,352.

Delhi’s R-Day tableau showing Chandni ChowKk. Praveen Khanna

Ahead of R-Day, over
40,000 personnel at
border protest sites

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

IN VIEW of the 72nd Republic Day
celebrations, the Delhi Police has
deployed afive-layer security inand
around the city to maintain law and
order during the parade and the
proposed tractor march at the bor-
ders.

DCP (New Delhi) and PRO Eish
Singhal said more than 6,000 police
personnel will be deployed at
Rajpath for the parade and award
ceremonies. Sources in the police
said over 40,000 police, ITBP and
CRPF personnel will be deployed at
Singhu, Tikri and Ghazipur borders.

Following Covid protocols, only
25,000 people will be allowed to
watch the parade at Rajpath as op-
posed to one lakh spectators who
attend the parade every year. The
tickets for the general public have
been limited to 4,500 this year.

The parade will also be shorter
this year. Instead of marching up to
the Red Fort, the parade will end at
National Stadium. Tableaux will be
allowed to perform at Red Fort.

On the ground, police will use
face-recognition cameras through
CCTVs to maintain law and order.

Verification drives and pa-
trolling have been intensified in
New Delhi, South, Southwest and
Southeast districts.

DCP (Southeast) RP Meena said
more than 20 commandos and po-
lice personnel have been deployed

ateach entry pointat Lajpat Nagar's
Central Market.

“We have also intensified check-
ingand frisking in the district. Over
150 CCTVs have been installed at
crowded areas — Veer Savarkar
Marg and Central Market. Drones
will also be used on Republic Day,”
said DCP Meena.

To nab miscreants, frisking at
airport, bus, Metro and railway sta-
tions has been tightened.

In Southwest district, police said
more than 50 volunteers have been
appointed as “eyes and ears” of the
police. This s part of the anti-terror
measures followed at the busy
Sarojini Nagar Market.

DCP (Southwest) Ingit Pratap
Singh said, “These volunteers are
mostly shopkeepers and workers at
the Sarojini Nagar market. They can
keep avigil during celebrations,and
in case of terror activity, they can
help the publicand other shopkeep-
ers evacuate the area.”

In South Delhi, police have de-
ployed several teams for patrolling
atmalls and crowded markets. The
local police are also encouraging
RWAs to come to police stations and
hold a meeting with officials.

DCP (South) Atul Kumar Thakur
said, “Our staff is conducting tenant
verification, domestic help verifica-
tion, along with picket duties near
borders. We have also interacted
with security guards and asked
them to inform us of suspicious ac-
tivities near them. We are checking
hotels and guesthouses as well.”

Finish phase 1 of Rani Khera
biz park by May 2023: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind Kejriwal
Friday instructed officials to ensure
the completion of the first phase of
the proposed business park at West
Delhi's Rani Khera by May 2023.

The Rani Khera project, along
with another one at Baprola, was
first conceived in 2012. However,
these projects did not take off over
the years with the Delhi State
Industrial and Infrastructural
Development Corporation (DSI-
IDC) Limited revising the comple-
tion deadlines multiple times.

On Friday, following a review
meeting with DSIIDC officials, a
government spokesperson said the
Rani Khera project will be con-
structed in phases — with con-

struction commencing in May
2021, first phase to be constructed
by May 2023, and second phase to
be completed by May 2025.

"The construction of the proj-
ect should be completed within
the stipulated timeline," Kejriwal
said. He also reviewed the status
of ongoing maintenance works in
the industrial areas of DSIIDC.

The city has 29 planned indus-
trial areas in places such as Bawana,
Narela, Okhla, Wazirpur,
Patparganj and Shahdara, among
others. The Delhi Statistical
Handbook 2019 puts the number
of factories in Delhi at 9,121, em-
ploying 4.19 lakh workers.

Kejriwal had in November 2020
announced that the new industrial
areas in Delhi will only have serv-
ice-based and hi-tech industrial
units.

A Ministry of Culture
“\u Government of India

A Day of Pride to

Celebrate Netaji's
Indomitable Spirit
and Selfless Service
to the Nation

23rd JANUARY

PARAKRAM
DIWAS

Commencement of the

125" Birth Anniversary Year

Celebrations of

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

by . |
Narendra Modi .
Prime Minister : 4
on 23rd January 2021 | 4:00 PM onwards . .
Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata ' /

Major highlights of the
Parakram Diwas Celebrations

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will

Resolute Initiatives towards Preserving
the Precious Legacy of Netaji

2015, 2016
With a deep sense of heritage and commitment to
the nation, Government of India declassified, digitized

® Inaugurate a Permanent Exhibition , i
and released more than 100 files related to Netaji

“Nirbheek Subhas”

2018

The Nation celebrated the 75th Anniversary of the

first Tricolour hoisting by Netaji on Indian land at
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. As part of
commemorations, Ross island was renamed as

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Dweep, Neil island as
Shaheed Dweep and Havelock island as Swaraj Dweep

® Inaugurate Projection Mapping Show on Netaji
® Unveil the book 'Letters of Netaji’

® Release Commemorative Coin and Memorial
Postal Stamp

2019

To commemorate 75 years of the establishment of the
Azad Hind Government, the Subhas Chandra Bose
museum was set up at Red Fort

® Felicitate INA Veterans

Parakram Diwas Address by the Prime Minister

India will always remain grateful to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose for his bravery and indelible contribution
to resisting colonialism. He stood up for the progress and well-being of his fellow Indians

- Narendra Modi

davp 09101/13/0010/2021

Watch live on Doordarshan and All India Radio 4:00 PM onwards

New Delhi
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IN THE CAPITAL

Total Vacant

TOTAL CASES HOSPITALBEDS 9,053 = 8,135
6,33542 | venuaors 176 e3¢
Daily cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests §
Jan21 227 246 8 | 81550 £
Jan22 266 319 7| 71850 <
Total 2,060* 620,693 | 10,789 11,0212593 £

Capital becomes garbage central

With thousands of North MCD workers on strike over salary delays, roads in several areas are drowning in filth, with no resolution to the crisis on the horizon

Business hit in Karo] T
Bagh and Sadar: ¢

No

place to even walk’

ANANYATIWARI
DELHI, JANUARY 22

IN WHAT could lead to a health
hazard, mounds of garbage have
continued to pile across several
localities in North Delhi as thou-
sands of sanitation workers
protest non-payment of salaries.
The Indian Express visited Sadar
Bazar, Karol Bagh, Rohini, Delhi
Gate and Kanhaiya Nagar on
Friday — in many areas, so much
garbage had collected that the
roads were barely usable.

Satish Kumar (51), a mainte-
nance worker for the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation who
heads the union representing
4th class employees of munici-
palities such as safai karam-
charis, told The Indian Express,
“For the past 6-7 days, safai
karamcharis are not working as
part of the strike. For 4-5
months, they have not been
paid, bonuses are pending for 2
years, there are karamcharis
who have not yet been made
permanent despite working
with the MCD for 15-20 years.
Unless they pay our salaries and
figure out a permanent solution
tothis, this strike shall continue.”

At the prominent Sadar Bazar
and Karol Bagh markets, the filth
has brought business to a stand-
still.

Chaman Lal(76), whoownsa
shopin Sadar Bazar, said, “No one
canwork without salaries but we
just wish cleanliness is main-
tained — we don’t know what to

do with the stacks of garbage in
front of our shops. It can lead to
an illness. It has been around 8
days and everyone keeps throw-
ing more garbage on the streets.”

Gulshan (24), another shop
owner, said, “In a few days the
pile will become unmanageable.
The authorities must find a solu-
tion.” President of the Sadar
Bazar traders association,
Paramjeet Singh Pamma, said
customer footfall has dropped
drastically as a result.

Naveen Keshwani (41), who
runs a shoe store at Karol Bagh,
said, “We can’t even walk on the
road; the smell is so bad. Karol
Bagh market was once a tourist
spot and now it looks like this.”

Jai Prakash, mayor of North
MCD and the councillor of Sadar
Bazar, said, “Today we cleared 2
months’ worth of salaries to safai
karamcharis, worth approxi-
mately Rs 154 crores.” Urging
sanitation workers to resume
work, he said: “This is the capi-
tal of the country, and I appeal to
the workers to go back to work.
We are working on a permanent
solution... and even the Delhi
High Court is hearing the matter.
We shall clear as many dues as
possible of all employees by the
end of the month.”

But APKhan, convener of the
Confederation of MCD
Employees’ Union, drew a hard
line: “Till they release salaries of
all employees, including pen-
sioners, and find a permanent
solution, the strike will con-
tinue.”

Garbage piled up in different parts of the city Friday as civic workers continued their strike. Photos: Prem Nath Pandey
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Behind cycle of salary delays MCD structure, 2 parties at loggerheads

MALLICA JOSHI &
ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

TRIFURCATION DATING back a
decade, polls slated for next year
and the BJP and AAP vying for
control — these are some of the
key reasons why Delhi’s munici-
pal workers are facing salary de-
lays, and why filth has accumu-
lated on the city’s roads over the
past weeks.

With hundreds of MCD em-
ployees going without salaries
and former employees without
pension, the Delhi High Court
Thursday noted that their griev-
ances had beenreduced toa “po-
litical slugfest”, and expressed
“disgust” with the Delhi govern-
mentand the corporations.Italso
ordered the Delhi government to
pay any amount deducted or ad-
justed by it during the pandemic
from funds to be released to the
corporations, within two weeks.

The fight between the Delhi

government and MCDs, in court
and outside, is not new — MCD
employees have approached the
court over non-payment of
salaries in 2018, 2019 and 2020.

The 2012 trifurcation
Trifurcation of the erstwhile
Municipal Corporation of Delhiin
2012 was done to
“decentralise” the
large local body.
However, senior of-
ficials say, it was also
anattempt to fix po-
litical boundaries in
such a way that the
then Congress gov- |

EXPLAINED

up with the most “posh” colonies
— the A and B category taxation
zones that paid higher property
taxes. The North, on the other
hand, got more unauthorised and
lower taxation category colonies,
which pay less tax, or not atall.
The split created a structurein
which the South ended up earn-
ing around 30% of
its internal revenue
through property
tax. For the North
corporation, the
share of internal
revenue through
property tax was
around 15%, while

ernment in Delhi
would be able to make inroads
into the civicbody which had be-
come a BJP bastion.

After the trifurcation, the
North and South Delhi Municipal
Corporations were given 104
wards each, while the East MCD
had 64, mostly in the trans-
Yamuna area. Due to Delhi’s de-
mography, the Southbody ended

Three baolis set to get
a fresh lease of life

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL Survey of
India has asked Delhi Jal Board to
rejuvenate 12 water bodies, in-
cluding Agrasen ki Baoli, Red Fort
Baoli and Purana Qila Baoli.

Areport containing details of
the plan was submitted to the
National Green Tribunal
Wednesday by a monitoring
committee headed by retired
Delhi HC judge Justice SP Garg.

A no-objection certificate for
rejuvenation of three water bod-
iesunder the ASI has already been
issued to the DJB in September,
the report stated.

“After much persuasion by
the monitoring committee, it was
agreed by the ASI that they will is-
sue NOC to DJB for rejuvenation
of water bodies as it (ASI) has no
expertise of its own torejuvenate
them,” the report said.

In December, the ASI had
sought a proposal on the plan
from the DJB chief executive offi-
cer. On December 16, a list of 12
water bodies was sent to the

Board and ASl asked for a detailed
project report (DPR) on them, as
per the report.

A DJB official said, “We have
taken up three ASI water bodies
—twoatTughlagabad and one at
Mehrauli — for rejuvenation at
present. The ASI requested us to
take up the others but we have
not consented yet.” An ASl official
confirmed three NOCs have been
issued to the DJB.

Among the 12 water bodies
in the list are Gandhak ki Baoli
and Rajon ki Baoli in Mehrauli,
two Baolis at the Tughlagabad
Fort, Hazrat Nizamuddin Baoli
and Arab ki Sarai in Nizamuddin,
Feroz Shah Kotla Baoli, Hindu
Rao Baoli and a Baoli at
Wazirabad Gumbad in RK
Puram, as per the report.

The Monitoring Committee
report said, “After receipt of DPR
of remaining water bodies, ASI
would issue NOC for their revival...
(DJB informed) that work at one
water body... is under execution.
Proposal for the second water
body has beenreceived...is atten-
der stage. Proposal of the third
water body isyet to be received...”

for the East body,
this figure was even lower at
around 9%.

The Covid crisis

Because of the pandemic,
both Delhi government and
MCDs have suffered in terms of
internal revenue collection.
According to Delhi government
officials, itsrevenue is at least 40%

AtKarol Bagh Friday. Ananya Tiwari

lower than what it was last year.
Corporations too have seen a
more than 50% shortage in collec-
tion from advertising revenues,
toll tax, health trade license and
other sources of revenue.

The corporations earn the
highest amount from property
tax collections which too has

been affected, with South MCD
collection being 20% less while
the figure stands at 40% for East
and North, senior officials said.
In the city, several roles —
sometimes referred to as cradle
to grave — are fulfilled by corpo-
rations. Birth and death certifi-
cates, primary education (along

with Delhi government), health-
care, maintenance of smaller
roads, property tax, cleaning of
roads, garbage disposal etc fall un-
der their purview. But with a fall
inrevenue and amid a tussle with
the Delhi government, officials
say corporations are finding it
hard to perform all their duties.

The politics

The tussle between AAP,
which heads the state, and BJP,
which heads the three MCDs, has
meant there is little room for co-
operation. The funding structure
for corporations has remained
the same for decades, but Sheila
Dikshit’s Congress government
did not have a confrontational re-
lationship with the Centre or the
corporations, which have been
ruled by BJP for the past 14 years.

The AAP, which wants to wrest
control of the three civic bodies
next year, has alleged corruption
and financial irregularities in
MCDs, which it says is the reason
for the financial crunch. The BJP

Ahead of R-Day protest, farmers firm:
‘Makes no sense to turn back now’

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

WITH FARMER unions rejecting
the Centre’s offer to keep the
new farm laws in abeyance for
18 months, many farmers at the
Singhu border said their move-
ment would be “futile” if they
turn back now, especially with
thousands more expected to
join them by Republic Day.

Jang Singh (73), a farmer
from Ambala in Haryana who
has been at the Singhu border
since the protest began, con-
ceded that “the government's
offer to keep the laws in cold
storage is definitely a win for
us”, but added that “we will not
go anywhere until the laws are
repealed... even if that means
we have to stay for a few
months”.

Singh, whose children and
grandchildren are also at the
protest site now, said he has
helpers to take care of his fields
back home.

Affiliated to the Bharatiya

A protester at Singhu Friday. Abhinav Saha

Kisan Union, he said many more
farmers from his district are
leaving their homes to be a part
of the march on January 26.

Harsh Gill (18), also from
Ambala, said, "We cannot go
back without a written guaran-
tee that the laws will be re-
pealed.”

While some said that they go
home from time to time to tend

to their fields, almost all said
they will not stop protesting.

Gill said, "To fight the cold,
we keep eating dry fruits and
pinni that keep us warm. Our
clothes are getting washed as
there is a laundry service. We
sleep well at night. Why will we
leave until all our demands are
met?"

Harminder Singh (38), a

farmer from Hoshiarpur in
Punjab who is affiliated to the
Doaba Kisan Sangharsh
Committee, said the govern-
ment needs to repeal the laws.
"We have come so far, there is
no point returning home now."

Four people from his 21-
member family are at the
protest site, said Harminder,
adding that his wife and chil-
dren visit on the weekends.

Hardeep Kaur (62) from
Ludhiana, a member of the All
India Kisan Mahasabha, said
more women will also join the
protest soon. "Our fathers and
mothers who have been part of
the freedom struggle have seen
much worse than this. We draw
inspiration from them and con-
tinue to fight for our rights here."

At Ghazipur, Haseeb Ahmed
(40), a farmer from Uttar
Pradesh's Rampur who is asso-
ciated with the Bharatiya Kisan
Union, said, "The government
thought we would go back. But
it is quite the opposite. We are
now preparing to march to
Delhi on January 26."

New Delhi

maintains the Delhi government
iswithholding fundsitisbound to
pay the three MCDs, whichis why
salaries have been delayed.

Delhi, being a Union Territory
withspecial powers, has a unique
administrative structure where
civicbodies do not come under di-
rect control of the state govern-
ment, but rather under the Centre.
The Centre’s grants to municipal
bodies come under specific grants
for projects, while Delhi govern-
mentis supposed to pay a certain
amount to the MCDs.

The state of play

According to a sanction order
of Delhi government’s depart-
ment of urban development,
from Wednesday, the corpora-
tions were owed around Rs 1,200
crore as per revised estimates
with a 42% revenue decline un-
der the basic tax assignment. Of
this, Rs 862 crore had been re-
leased until December.

The Delhi government told
the Delhi High Court that a sanc-

tion order was passed on
Wednesday for release of Rs 337
crore to the MCDs and other local
bodies for January-March 2021.

MCD officials say their calcu-
lations under the 3rd Financial
Commission shows that between
2012 and 2016, Delhi government
had to pay South MCD Rs 428
crore; the North was owed Rs 539
crore; while East had no due.

Similarly, the figures given by
the three M(Ds state that under
5th Finance Commission recom-
mendations between 2016 and
2021, South is owed Rs 1,901
crore; East is owed Rs 1,624; and
North is owed Rs 1,087 crore.

In a letter to the three MCD
mayors in October, Sisodia had
said, “It is clear that no major
amount is due from Delhi gov-
ernment, and any figure the
Mayors of MCDs are demand-
ing is fictional and an attempt
to divert the attention of public
from the deep financial mis-
management and corruption
inside the MCDs.”

FIR against Sirsa over
gurdwara fund ‘misuse’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

THE DELHI Police’s Economic
Offences Wing has registered an
FIR against Shiromani Akali Dal
leader Manjinder Singh Sirsa for
alleged cheating and misappro-
priation of funds of the Delhi
Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC) while he
was its secretary-general.

Sirsa, when contacted, said
he was being targeted for sup-
porting the farmers’ protest.

An FIR was lodged on
Thursday evening based on a
complaint filed by Bhupender
Singh from Rakab Ganj
Gurdwara.

In the FIR, Bhupender Singh
said he is “one of the stakehold-
ersin the funds received by DS-
GMC” and that Sirsa had al-
legedly embezzled money
through the bogus purchase of
tents, blankets and tarps worth
Rs 1 crore.

“The accused made the pur-
chase of the items from non-ex-
isting sham companies,”

claimed Bhupender Singh in his
complaint.

The FIR also claims that Sirsa
along with his personal assis-
tant Narinder Singh misappro-
priated funds by not purchasing
ACs and water coolers from au-
thorised dealers but from a
company owned by Narinder’s
brother. “They also took out
cash from the chest of the
Gurdwara Committee for per-
sonal use,” claims the com-
plaint.

A senior officer from the
EOW said, “We are verifying the
claims and looking into the al-
legations. The complainant has
submitted some bills and doc-
uments. We are investigating
the matter.”

Sirsa said, "The case has
been going on for two years in
court. Last year, police them-
selves told the judge to remove
my name from the case because
there was no evidence. Now,
they are filing a case against me.
Both Delhi and UP Police are tar-
geting me for supporting farm-
ersin their protest against farm
laws."



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, JANUARY 23,2021

GOVT 8 POLITICS

=" CAELAC LN

AT

TIMELY INTERVENTION

AFTER COMING across a video of a CISF man saving the life of a
passenger who had suffered heart attack at a Delhi Metro sta-
tion, Home Minister Amit Shah may not have publicly lauded
the personnel, but has expressed his desire to meet him. Shah
called the intervention of the CISF man an example of the “un-
wavering commitment towards serving the motherland and
humanity” by Central Armed Police Forces. The incident took
place three days ago when a passenger at the Dabri Mor Metro
Station collapsed after suffering heart attack. The CISF man
rushed to him and gave him Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation
or CPR. The timely intervention saved the passenger's life.

SHOW OF LOYALTY

RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister Ashok Gehlot's outburst against
the letter-writing leaders in the Congress at the CWC meeting
on Friday did not come as a surprise to many in the party. Some
leaders felt it was classic Congress politics and a clever ploy
by the veteran to try to kill several birds with one stone.
Gehlot's name is often taken whenever there is talk of a non-
Gandhi for the post of Congress president. He was also per-
sonally close to many of the 23 leaders — who wrote to Sonia
Gandhi seeking sweeping changes in the party - including
Anand Sharma and Bhupinder Singh Hooda. There was a per-
ception he was acceptable to the 23 leaders. His aggression
on Friday, some feel, was to clearly distance himself from the
letter-writers and showcase his loyalty to the Gandhis. Besides,
Gehlot still faces a threat from Sachin Pilot in his home state.
So it was perhaps also a message to the Gandhis that his loy-
alty towards them is unflinching.

BACK TO (QUESTIONS

DURING THE monsoon session, which was held amid the pan-
demic with too many restrictions, the question hour was
scrapped, drawing strong criticism from the opposition. Soin
the Budget session, it has been reinstated, extending the du-
ration of the daily session to five hours. The MPs appear to be
keen, as several of them have started sending in their ques-
tions for the government to answer. So far, the Lok Sabha MPs
have sent 8,340 questions - both starred (to be answered in
the floor of the House) as well as unstarred (for written an-
swers) — to the Lok Sabha Secretariat. The Secretariat picks a
ballot everyday for starred questions. So far, the ballots have
been picked for dates up to February 11.

VACCINE (GESTURE

AS INDIA sent Covid-19 vaccines to Brazil on Friday after a bit
of delay, Brazil President Jair Bolsonaro thanked Indiawith an
image of Hanuman with the Sanjivani, flying from India to
Brazil. He had made the same reference in April last year when
he had asked for Hydroxychloroquine.

Kushwaha may align with
JD(U), get education berth

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JANUARY 22

RASHTRIYA LOK Samta Party
chief and former Union minister
Upendra Kushwaha is said to be
intalks to align his party with the
JD(U)and become the education
minister in the Nitish Kumar-led
NDA government in Bihar.

A JD(U) source said: “There
won't be a merger of RLSP with
JD(U). Since Kushwaha hasbeen
taking up education issues, he
could become education minis-
ter,” the source said, adding that
the RLSP leader would be nom-
inated to the Upper House in
Bihar soon.

The Bihar Cabinet is likely to
be expanded next week, with
the JD(U) and BJP reportedly
agreeing toa 50:50 seat-sharing
formula.

RLSP chief
Upendra
Kushwaha

From the BJP, Syed Shanawaz
Hussain is a front-runner for a
ministerial berth. Other con-
tenders from the party included
Nitish ~ Mishra, = Samrat
Choudhary, Nitin Navin, Rana
Randhir Singh and Gyanendra
Singh Gyanu.

Meanwhile, Chainpur MLA
Jama Khan, the lone BSP legisla-
tor in Bihar, joined the JD(U) on
Friday. Khan could be made a
minister and be given the charge
of the minority welfare depart-
ment. Independent MLA Chakai
Sumit Singh is also likely to be-
come a minister from the JD (U)
quota.

Cong leaders clash over

party

polls, CWC says chief by June

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

OVER FOUR months after the
Congress set in motion the
process of holding election for
appointment of a new president,
the  Congress  Working
Committee (CWC) Friday unan-
imously put off the exercise till
June in view of the forthcoming
Assembly elections, but not be-
fore the virtual meeting saw a
heated exchange between vet-
eran leaders Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and
Ambika Soni on one side and
Anand Sharma on the other.

Sharmais one of the 23 senior
leaders who had written an un-
precedented letter to Sonia
GandhiinJuly demanding sweep-
ing changes in the party, includ-
ing elections to the CWC.

Sources said Rahul Gandhiin-
tervened to say harsh words
should not have been used by ei-
therside,and added that theissue
of farmers’ agitation was more
important and the leadership is-
sue would be settled when the or-
ganisational elections take place.

The CWC met to approve the
schedule and modalities of or-
ganisational elections. Sources
said Ghulam Nabi Azad, one of
the23 signatories to the letter,
said that elections be held both
for the CWC and the Central
Election Committee, a key body
which finalises the party’s can-
didates for various elections, as
provided by the party constitu-
tion. The remarks left both
Gehlot and Soni agitated.

Significantly, senior leader P
Chidambaram backed Azad, as
did Mukul Wasnik, who even ex-
plained the provisions in the
Congress constitution regarding
holding of elections to the CEC.

After the meeting, AICC gen-

Ex-CJI Gogoi

gets Z+ VIP
security cover

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

THE CENTRE has accorded Z plus
security to former Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi.

Nominated to Rajya Sabha by
the government months after
his retirement in November
2019, Gogoi will be protected by
around a dozen
CRPF comman-
dos at all times.
Asimilar contin-
gent will guard
his residence.

Sources said

Former(CJI  the decision to
Ranjan accord him se-
Gogoi curity cover un-

der the highest

category after
the Prime Minister’s was taken
after a threat assessment by in-
telligence agencies. Gogoi
headed the five-judge bench
that delivered the Ayodhya ver-
dictin 2019.

Sources said Gogoi already
had Z-plus security by local po-
lice in Assam and during visits to
Delhi. “The security had been
provided in anticipation of threat
to him following the Ayodhya
verdict. Security had been pro-
vided to other four judges as
well, albeit low in category,” a
Home Ministry official said.

Sources said the difference
this time is that Gogoi will be
covered by a specialised VIP
force under the Centre’s control.

Congress leaders V.K.Venugopal and Randeep Singh
Surjewala in New Delhi, Friday. Anil Sharma

Thelimbo
@ continues

EXPLAINED

IT'S been more than six
months since 23 leaders of
the Congress wrote an un-
precedented letter to
Sonia Gandhi seeking
sweeping changes in the
party. As it puts off elec-
tions to party president by
another six months, the
limbo in the Congress
clearly continues.

eral secretary in-charge of organ-
isation K C Venugopal told re-
porters that the party was willing
to hold elections to the CWC --
which were last held when Sonia
Gandhi took over as Congress
presidentin 1998.He also said the
CWC had decided that the party
will have a “new, elected” presi-
dent by June “atany cost.”
However, Venugopal added,
“As per our constitution, (a) little
clarity is needed over whether the
Congress president election and
Working Committee can be to-
gether, or that after the Congress
president election, Working
Committee election has to be
held... Definitely, according to that,
election will be held. We are not
saying that the CWCelection will
not be there... As per the practice,
first the Congress president elec-
tion is held and thereafter the
CWC election. That is the usual
practice. We need clarity on that."
Interestingly, in her opening
address, Sonia said the schedule
and modalities for organisa-
tional elections had to get the
CWC’s approval. After this, dis-
cussions began on the schedule
sent by Madhusudan Mistry,
who had been appointed chair-

person of the Central Election
Authority in August.

Sources said that soon after
Azad and Chidambaram sug-
gested at the meeting that elec-
tions be held to the CEC as well,
Soni questioned the insistence
on holding elections and pointed
out that elections were not held
in the BJP as well. She said the
need of the hour was to take on
the BJP. Gehlot joined her,and in
a full-blown attack on those
seeking elections, asked
whether they didn't have faithin
Sonia's leadership. “Why are
elections being brought up every
now and then?" he asked.

At one point, he is learnt to
have questioned the locus standi
of those seeking elections.

One leader said Gehlot used
very harshwords, seenasdirected
atAzad.“Hesaid, 'Kaun pehchante
hain aapko (Who recognises
you)? What is your identity, your
place? Nobody recognises you'."

Sources said Sharma hit back,
telling Gehlot, “Nobody has given
you theright to be disrespectful.”
He also pointed out that Gehlot
and he both owe "everything" to
the party, and had known each
other and been in the party for

over four decades, signalling he
was as much a Congressman as
Gehlot. Sharma said there canbe
different perceptions and views,
but there was away to have adis-
cussion. Rahul said he under-
stood the viewpoints of both
Gehlot and Sharma.

Sources said many leaders, in-
cluding Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
and A K Antony, demanded that
party elections be rescheduled in
view of Assembly polls.

Addressing the press confer-
ence along with Venugopal,
Congress communication de-
partment in-charge Randeep
Surjewala denied there was any
“uttejana (excitement)" or
"vaad-vivaad (disagreement)" at
the CWC meeting, and said the
talk of sparring between leaders
was “mere rumours”.

The Congress also raised
questions on the vaccination
drive, arguing that “there is com-
plete lack of clarity” about its
availability. It said no timeline
has been laid out for the pro-
gramme beyond the first 3 crore
people. The party demanded
that the vaccine be administered
for free to under-privileged and
marginalised sections.

PM invokes Test win to highlight

young India taking on

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi Friday said today’s young
India has a new way of taking on
challenges and used the exam-
ple of the recent victory of the
Test cricket team in Australia to
highlight his point.

Virtually addressing the 18th
convocation of Tezpur University
in Assam, Modi said: “The cricket
team faced many challenges.
They suffered a crushing defeat
but recovered and won the next
match. They showed determina-
tion despite injuries.”

He added: “There were inex-
perienced players, but their
morale was high and they
grabbed the opportunity to cre-
ate history. They defeated a bet-
ter team with their talent and
temperament.”
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The Jerenga Pothar (field) in Sivasagar district where PM
Narendra Modi will give out land documents on Saturday. P11

The PM said the victory had
lessons beyond the field.

“First, we should have confi-
dence in our ability; second, a
positive mindset begets positive
results. The third and most im-
portant lesson is that if one has
two options—one of safe exit and

the other a difficult one towards
victory—one must go for the
win,” Modi said.

Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said that the Northeast
was seeing “rapid progress due
to the PM’s unparalleled politi-
calwill”.

New parties flag ‘unfulfilled’ promises

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 22

A DAY ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to poll-
bound Assam, newly-formed re-
gional outfits Assam Jatiya
Parishad and Raijor Dal Friday
questioned the BJP government's
“unfulfilled promises”, particu-
larly on the hot-buttonillegal im-
migration issue in the state.

Kerala House passes resolution against CAG report:
Factually wrong on KIIFB’s off-budget borrowings

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 22

IN AN unprecedented develop-
ment, the Kerala Assembly on
Friday passed a resolution against
a Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report, which
termed the off-budget borrow-
ings through Kerala Infrastructure
Investment Fund Board (KIIFB)as
unconstitutional and said that it
encroached upon the powers of
the Union government.

The resolution, moved by
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,

was passed despite strong objec-
tions raised by the Opposition,
which said the government was
trying to destroy a Constitutional
body. The resolution said the
Assembly rejected CAG's refer-
ence about KIIFB inits report.

The CAG report on state fi-
nances audit for 2019 was tabled
inthe assembly onJanuary 19.1t
made adverse remarks against
the off-budget borrowings, in-
cluding the masala bond, of the
KIIFB, which is the government
entity for mobilising funds for in-
frastructure projects.

The resolution said the ad-
verse references against KIIFB

were unwarranted, factually
wrong, and hastily incorporated
insuch a manner to hurt the de-
velopmental interest of the state.
“This assembly sees that the ref-
erences against KIIFB were made
without hearing the state gov-
ernment and in violation of the
audit regulations issued by CAG
itself. The emergence of men-
tions which were not in the draft
butincluded in the final reportis
denial of natural justice.”

The resolution said the CAG
findings that KIIFB’s borrowings
are off-budget and not part of the
contingent liability of the gov-
ernment were wrong. Such find-

ings were made without under-
standing and analysing the basic
financial structure of the KIIFB.
Asreferences against KIIFB in
the state financial audit report-
2019 endanger the larger devel-
opmental interest of the state,
the assembly wanted to take up
its anxiety with the CAG, it said.
Congress’s V D Satheeshan,
among the Opposition members
who spoke against the resolu-
tion, wanted the government to
withdraw it. “The government is
trying to destroy a Constitutional
body and the resolution should
be withdrawn to uphold the tra-
dition of the Assembly,” he said.

“The BJP had said in its vision
document that they would de-
port illegal foreigners from
Assam... Now, as the PM visits
Assam, we want to urge him to
publish the names and details of
those foreigners who have left
Assam 'with bag and baggage'
since he came to power,” AJP
chief Lurinjyoti Gogoi told re-
porters in Guwahati, referring to
anold statement made by Prime
Minister Modi.

“This government is not se-
rious about NRC (National
Register of Citizens)... It has not
realised that it was their respon-
sibility to deliver an error-free,
foreigner-free register of citizens
to the people of Assam,” he said.

Bhasco De Saikia, chief con-
venor of Raijor Dal, said that ac-
cording to its estimate, only 5 of
the 476 promises made by BJPin
2016 have been fulfilled and 46
have been completed partially.

BENGAL POLLRUN-UP——

Rajib Banerjee with West Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar in Kolkata on Friday. Twitter @jdhankhar1

Another minister
quits, BJP invites
him to join party

Good riddance, won't affect us: TMC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 22

WEST BENGAL Forest Minister
Rajib Banerjee resigned on
Friday, dealing another blow to
the Trinamool Congress fighting
to stanch a steady stream of de-
sertions to the BJP ahead of
Assembly elections.

Transport Minister Suvendu
Adhikari and Minister of State for
Sports Laxmi Ratan Shukla had
earlier resigned their postsin the
government and party.

Rajib Banerjee had long been
skipping meetings of the
Mamata Banerjee cabinet, and
had expressed unhappiness over
the functioning of the party.

In his resignation sent to the
Chief Minister and copied to
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar,
Banerjee wrote that it had been
a “great honour and privilege to
serve the people of West
Bengal”, adding: “I heartily con-
vey my gratitude for getting this
opportunity.”

Banerjee, the two-term TMC
MLA from Domjur in Howrah
district, later went to Raj Bhavan
to hand his resignation to the
Governor. Afterwards, an emo-
tional Banerjee told reporters: “I
had decided to leave the state
cabinet two-and-a-half years
ago, whenIwas removed as irri-
gation minister. [ had expected
the minimum courtesy from the
CM as a co-worker that she
would inform me about her de-
cision before making the an-
nouncement. [ came to know
from the media when I was
holding a party meeting. [ had
then decided to leave the cabi-
net and remain a party worker.
Later, Mamata Banerjee pacified
me and gave me new responsi-
bilities and roles as a minister.”

He had taken up his griev-
ances about the party with
Mamata and other leaders over
the last two-and-a-half years,
Banerjee said. “Over the last two
months, [ have aired those griev-
ances in public. But in last few
months statements made by my
co-workers have hurt me a lot.
Personal attacks against me

made me take this decision.”

“If only Mamata Banerjee
had called me once over the
phone, all issues would have
been resolved,” Banerjee is
learnt to have told aides.

TMC MP Sougata Ray said
Banerjee's resignation was ex-
pected. “Good riddance. He was
not discharging his duties as a
minister and party leader. We
tried to change his mind. Itis good
that he resigned, else we would
have taken action against him.”

TMC secretary general Partha
Chatterjee said: “This will have
noimpact on the TMC. The party
is like an ocean. There will be no
effect if you draw two or three
drops from it. If one or two leaves
fall from a banyan tree, new
leaves start growing.”

The TMC also moved swiftly
to crush further dissent in the
party, expelling MLA Baishali
Dalmiya soon after she came out
in Banerjee's support on Friday.

Dalmiya, the daughter of the
late cricket administrator
Jagmohan Dalmiya, joined the
TMC in 2016 and was immedi-
ately given the ticket to contest
the Assembly election from Bally
constituency in Howrah district.
After Banerjee quit, Dalmiya said:
“Rajibda resigning as state min-
ister is a big loss to the party and
the people. In Howrah district,
we have faced a lot of disrespect
froma section of the leadership.”

Within hours, the TMCdisci-
plinary committee met and de-
cided to expel her from the party.

Since December, nine TMC
MLAs, including Suvendu
Adbhikari, have joined the BJP. Two
Congress MLAs, an MLA each
from the CPM and CPI,aTMCMP,
and a former TMC MP too, have
joined the BJP. Laxmi Ratan
Shukla has taken a break from
politics and Rajib Banerjee will
likely join BJP later this month.

West Bengal BJP chief Dilip
Ghosh appealed to Banerjee to
join the party. “He has resigned
as state minister but heis stillan
MLA of the TMC. We cannot do
anything unless he resigns as
MLA. But we will wait for him.
He should come and join hands
with the BJP,” he said.

EC says no bike rallies
after model code kicks in

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 22

THE ELECTION Commission
Friday said bike rallies in the
forthcoming West Bengal
Assembly elections will be
banned after the model code of
conduct is enforced. In the last
Assembly polls, bike rallies were
allowed, but regulated.

Chief Election Commissioner
Sunil Arora said, “Once the elec-
tion schedule is announced, the

ODISHA-CENTRE ROW OVER RICE PROCUREMENT CAP

Paddy procurement sparks political war of words

AISHWARYA MOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR, JANUARY 22

THEISSUE of paddy procurement
in Odisha snowballed into a po-
litical slugfest with the opposition
BJP holding a sit-in protest on the
intervening night of Thursday
and Friday in Sambalpur and ac-
cusing the ruling BJD of ignoring
farmers’ welfare and hampering
procurement.

The issue comes amid the
state government's tussle with
the Centre over the latter's deci-
sion to cap parboiled rice pro-
curement from the state at 50

per cent.
N N

A scuffle broke out at the
protest site among BJP workers
and the police following which,
50 workers of the saffron party
were detained and released later,
officials said.

State BJP leaders allege that
the BJD government has misled
farmers with its centralised to-
ken system, with many farmers
unable to sell their produce. The
BJD however, assured that the
crop of “genuine” farmers would
be procured.

The BJD had threatened a stir
if the Centre did not retract the
move to cap procurement.

Rajya Sabha MP and BJP in-
charge of Odisha, Bijaypal Singh

New Delhi

Tomar said, “Due to the token
system, many farmers are still
waiting for their turn. They are
forced to sell their produce be-
low the MSP of Rs 1,868, as the
procurement is stalled at various
government-run yards.”

“... Food supplies minister
Ranendra Pratap Swain had
promised that criminal cases
will be filed if paddy is procured
below the MSP at any place. But
no cases are being filed any-
where,” BJP MP from Bargarh,
Suresh Pujari, alleged.

BJD spokesperson
Shreemayee Mishra hit out at
the allegations saying the state
BJP was representing the inter-

model code of conduct will be
enforced. After that, no motor-
bike rally will be allowed for the
poll campaign.”

Arora also said the ruling
TMC's allegations against BSF
were “unfortunate”, and asked
the party to prove its claim. TMC
had Thursday claimed that the
border force’s personnel were
“terrorising” people to vote for
BJP. The EC bench is on a three-
day visit to the state to review
preparedness for the polls in
April-May.

ests of “middle-men”.

Meanwhile, farmers, whose
produce is yet to be sold, have
started a night vigil at yards to
guard against theft.

Ashok Pradhan, a farmer
leader in western Odisha, said
the centralized tokens of most
farmers have expired. “Unlike
other years, this year luckily
there was no pest infestation or
natural calamity, which is why
the harvest was good. However,
there have been a lot of issues
pertaining to procurement, forc-
ing farmers to sell below MSPin
open yards,” Pradhan said.

FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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RJD chief Lalu Prasad.

JHARKHAND
Lalu’s health

stable, say
RIMS doctors

Ranchi: A day after RJD
supremo Lalu Prasad
complained about ill
health, doctors at the
Rajendra Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS)
Ranchi said that he has
improved marginally and
is currently stable.
Doctors said that he has
tested negative for Covid-
19. RIMS Director
Kameshwar Yadav said:
“There is a small patch of
pneumonic consolidation
due to bacteria not virus.
From the distribution of
patches, one can say it is
favoring bacteria not
virus. Itis consistent with
the reports. He is on an-
tibioticand showing mar-
ginalimprovement.” ENS

ANDHRA PRADESH
22 peoplefall
illin Eluru, six
discharged

Amaravati: Atleast 22 peo-
ple fellill in Eluru city and
a nearby mandal head-
quarters in West Godavari
on Friday. This comes
more than a month after
several hundred people in
Eluru fell ill with symp-
toms of nausea. “Six of
these patients have been
discharged after treatment
while 15 were admitted to
the District Hospital in
Eluru. Another person was
getting treated in the local
hospital in Poolla mandal
headquarters,” a senior of-
ficial said. PTI

MADHYA PRADESH

4 held for
drugging,
raping teen

Indore: Four people have
been arrested for al-
legedly sexually exploit-
ing a 15-year-old girl and
supplying drugs, police in
Indore in Madhya Pradesh
said on Friday. Two men,
identified as Aman Verma
and Akash alias Gazni,
lured her with drugs and
alcohol six months ago
and had been raping her
ever since after she got ad-
dicted, said ASP Rajesh
Raghuwanshi. “They have
been arrested along with
a man and woman who
supplied drugs to the duo.
They have been charged
under POCSO Act and IPC
provisions. The girlisin a
de-addiction centre,” the
official added. PTI

UTTAR PRADESH
15-year-old girl,
nephew killed,
rape suspected

Chitrakoot: A 15-year-old
girl was hacked to death
with an axe allegedly af-
ter being raped and her
four-year-old nephew
killed in a village in Uttar
Pradesh, police said on
Friday. A 30-year-old
man from the girl's village
has been arrested in con-
nection with the crime
which took place on
Thursday, they said. An
officer of the concerned
police station said the girl
was attacked when she
was returning home after
giving food to her father
in the field. Meanwhile,
an official spokesperson
in Lucknow said Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
has taken note of the in-
cident and announced a
financial assistance of
Rs 5 lakh. PTI

farmers who died during agitation

Punjab Cabinet passes resolution: ‘genuine demands must be accepted’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 22

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh Friday an-
nounced jobs foramember of the
family of each farmer from the
state who died during the ongo-
ing agitation against the Centre's
new farm laws. The announce-
ment came soon after the state
Cabinet passed a resolution
“stressing that all the genuine de-
mands of the farmers must be ac-
cepted”.

Asserting that it will take all
measures to protect the state’sand
its farmers’ interests, the Cabinet,
in a virtual meeting chaired by
Amarinder, made it clear that
“nothing short of repeal of the
Centre’s black farm laws, which
are anti-farmer, anti-nation and
anti-food security, would resolve
the present crisis”.

“The Central government is
out of touch with the ground re-
alities,” an official statement quot-
ing Amarinder said. It said that the
Council of Minister declared un-
equivocally that “repeal of the
farmlaws was the only way out of
the current imbroglio”. The
Cabinet demanded that “the
Centre make minimum support
price (MSP)astatutory right of the
farmers”, as per the statement.

Pointing out that even the
Supreme Court has acknowl-
edged the concerns of the protest-

Farmers at a protest in Panchkula on Friday. jaipal Singh

ing farmers and recognised their
pain and anguish, the state
Cabinet said Centre should not
make itamatter of prestige asthe
matter, if unresolved, could lead
to devastating repercussions.

Later, in a formal resolution,
the Cabinet reiterated its commit-
ment to the resolutions passed by
the Assembly on August 28 and
October 20 last year, “stressing
that all the genuine demands of
the farmers must be accepted”.
Later, Amarinder, during a
Facebook Live session, said thatin
addition tothe Rs 5 lakh compen-
sation being given to the families
of deceased farmers, his govern-
ment will also give job to a mem-
ber of their family.

J&K approves new
land allotment policy
for entrepreneurs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JANUARY 22

THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad-
ministration on Friday approved
the adoption of a new policy for
allotment of land to industrial
entrepreneurs, proposing zon-
ing of industrial areas at block
and municipality levels after tak-
inginto account existing level of
industrial development in the
area, its location and level of ur-
banisation among others.

The Land Allotment Policy
2021-30, which was approved at
the Administrative Council
meeting chaired by Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha, will also cover land
allotment for health institu-
tions/medi-cities and educa-
tional institutions/edu-cities, an
official statement said.

Pointing out that it aims at
evolving a highly structured in-
dustrial land band for promot-
ing equitable industrial growth
inthe Union Territory, the state-
ment said the new policy at-
tempts to address various land-
related issues impeding
industrial development in
Jammu and Kashmir by laying
down a framework to regulate
zoning of industrial areas, proj-
ect appraisal and evaluation,
and the subsequent
process flow.

The policy provides for con-
stitution of Divisional Level
Project Appraisal and Evaluation
Committees to scrutinise appli-
cations received for allotment of
industrial land within 30 days;
Apex Level Land Allotment
Committee, High Level Land

The new policy will also
cover allotment for
healthinstitutions and
educational institutes,
according to an official
statement

Allotment Committee and
Divisional Level Land Allotment
Committee to decide and allot
industrial land to the applicant
within 45 days in cases of proj-
ects worth Rs 200 crore, Rs 50-
200 crore and up to Rs 50 crore,
respectively.

Under the policy, land will be
allotted to the investors on lease
for an initial period of 40 years,
extendable to 99 years.

The allotted land will be li-
able to be cancelled in case of
failure of the investor to take ef-
fective steps within the stipu-
lated time of two years, failure
of the industrial unit to come
into production within three
years, violation of provisions un-
der the lease deed, and non-co-
operation of an enterprise for a
period of five years.

The policy also provides
renting out of 60 per cent of the
built-up area of a business en-
terprise for setting up an ancil-
lary industrial enterprise
through a tripartite agreement.

Itaims at achieving inclusive
growth through sustainable in-
dustrialisation and employment
generation, and includes provi-
sions for evolving a fair and
transparent mechanism for land
allotment for industrial use.

Youth caught at Singhu border
claims plot to kill farmer leaders

Chandigarh: A man caught by
farmers at the Singhu border
outside Delhi has claimed that
he was trained to incite violence
during the planned farmer agi-
tation on January 26 and that
that there was alleged plot to
shoot four farmer leaders.
According to the man, he was
caught by farmers in connection
with charges of harassing a
woman at the protest site. The
farmer leaders produced him
before the media late night be-
fore handing him over to the po-
lice. The youth claimed ten peo-

ple, including him and two girls
— one of whom, he was charged
with harassing — had been sent
to incite violence during the ag-
itation farmers have planned for
January 26.

He also claimed they were
asked to open fire during the ag-
itation to lead policemen to
think the farmers are using
firearms. A farmer leader said:
“The youth has identified photos
of four farmer leaders who were
to be targeted in some manner.
The operation was to be exe-
cuted after January 23.”  ENS

- Amarinder promises job to kin of CBlbooks Cambridge

Analytica, GSRL for
illegal data harvesting

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

TWO YEARS after it was handed
over the probe into alleged illegal
harvesting of data of Indian
Facebook users by Cambrige
Analytica, the CBI has registered
anFIR against the UK-based com-
pany. The central investigating
agency has alleged that the com-
pany, in conspiracy with Global
Science Research Limited (GSRL),
illegally harvested data of 335
Facebook users and their 5.62 lakh
contacts across India through an
application and used the data for
commercial purposes.

The CBI has listed both
Cambridge Analyticaand GSRLas
accusedinits FIR registered under
various sections of the IT Act and
also accused them of criminal
conspiracy under IPC.

Based onacomplaint fromthe
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY),
the CBI had registered a prelimi-
nary enquiry against Cambridge
Analytica in July 2018. Following
completion of the preliminary in-
vestigation, the agency registered
the FIR on January 19.

“Enquiry has found that Global
Science Research entered into a

criminal conspiracy with M/s
Cambridge Analytica (UK)Limited
during 2014 and right to use the
illegally harvested datasets was
given toM/s Cambridge Analytica
(UK) Limited for commercial pur-
poses,” the CBI FIR has said.

According to CBI, it was found
that Dr Aleksandr Kogan, founder
and director of GSRL, had created
an application called “thisisyour-
digitallife”. According to the
Facebook’s platform policy, this
application was authorised to col-
lect specific data of users for aca-
demicand research purposes.The
application, however, illegally col-
lected additional unauthorised
dataofthe users as well as of their
friends’ network on Facebook.

“This datawas collected with-
out the knowledge and consent of
the App users. This data includes
demographic information, pages
liked on FB, contents of private
messages etc. FB conveyed that
335 users in India had installed
this App. They have estimated that
data of approximately 5.62 lakh
additional users who were part of
the friends' network of these 335
users has also been unauthoris-
edly harvested by the App,” CBI
hasalleged in the FIR.

According to the CBI, Facebook
had collected written certificates

AIR POWER

Fighter planes fly in formation during a bilateral air exercise between Indian and French Air Forces in Jodhpur on Friday. P11

Pakistanis jailed in Lanka pushing
drugs into India through sea: NCB

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

AN INTERNATIONAL drug racket
operated by Pakistani drug traf-
fickers jailed in Sri Lanka is in-
creasingly pushing narcotics into
India through the sea route using
Lankan and Maldivian couriers, a
recent investigation by Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) has found.

The drug network, NCB
sources said, is spread across
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Sri
Lanka, Maldives, Australia and
India.

OnNovember 26,inajointop-
eration with the Indian Coast
Guard, NCB had detained Sri
Lankan fishing vessel ‘Shenaya
Duwa’ in the territorial waters of

India near Tuticorin port. A search
of the vessel led to recovery of
95.875kgof Heroinand 18.325 kg
of Methamphetamine. Five pistols
and magazines were found in pos-
session of the crew and seized.
The six-member crew, all of them
Sri Lankan nationals, were ar-
rested and are currently in jail.
Less than two months later,
NCB on January 20 arrested two
more Sri Lankan nationals, iden-
tified as MMM Nawas and
Mohamed Afnas from Chennai for
allegedly being part of the racket.
“Both Nawas and Afnas hold
important positions in the multi-
national heroin syndicate. They
were controlling mid sea pick up
and delivery of narcotic drugs
from Pakistani and Iranian vessels.
Both had fled Sri Lanka when au-

thorities closed in on them. It is
also believed that there is an
Interpol Red Corner Notice issued
by SriLankan government against
Nawas,” an NCB statement said.

The NCB said intelligence
shared by the agency with Sri
Lankan authorities led to seizure
of 100 kg of Heroin there.

“With increased vigil that our
border guarding forces keepinthe
north western borders of India,
the traditional route of Afghani-
Pakistani heroin is becoming
tougher to breach. This has also
led to the increased use of sea
route by heroin traffickers to
smuggle the narcotic into India,”
an NCB official said.

According to NCB, the largest
opium cultivation region of the
world, the Golden Crescent com-

prising Afghanistan, Iran and
Pakistan, has twoimportant tran-
sit points for processed heroin in
theisland nations of Sri Lanka and
Maldives. The heroin from thisre-
gion is usually loaded in fishing
vessels setting sail from the ports
of Iran and Pakistan for mid-sea
transfer into similar vessels of Sri
Lanka and Maldives.

“However, the mid sea trans-
fers happenin territorial waters of
India or very near to its territorial
waters. There is a big network of
foreign entities controlling this lu-
crative trade. Very reliable intelli-
gence developed by NCB and
Indian agencies over the period in-
dicates that Pakistani drug traf-
fickers lodged in Sri Lankan pris-
ons for drug offences control this
trade...” an NCB statement said.

The voice of jagran that hit a high note in mainstream

SUANSHU KHURANA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

ITWAS a Baisakhi concertin April
1973 in Mumbai where Narendra
Chanchal, then a young singer
from Namak Mandi in Amritsar,
sang a famed 17th-century kaafi
(Sufi poem)— Nimain kamli haan
— by Baba Bulleshah. He had
come across the poeminanews-
paper that the neighbourhood
halvai had used to wrap
his food.

What Chanchal did not know
during the performance was that
filmmaker Raj Kapoor sat in the
audience, enraptured by his
shrill, high-pitched voice and
crisp diction. After a quick back-
stage meeting and a tight em-
brace, Chanchal found himselfin
arecording studio three days

later, crooning for composer duo
Laxmikant Pyarelal.

The song ‘Beshak mandir
masjid todo’, picturised on
Dimple Kapadia and Rishi
Kapoor in the blockbuster hit
Bobby (1973), not only tugged at
the heartstrings of those who
watched the two lovers in mis-
ery, it also won Chanchal a
Filmfare Award for Best Singer.
This happened despite there be-
ing no dearth of captivating
songs in Bobby.

But what made Chanchal, a
jagran and wedding singer from
Amritsar,a household name was
a song from the film Avtaar a
decade later. ‘Chalo bulawa aaya
hai’ - a typical ‘maata ki bhent’ -
remains one of the most popular
devotional pieces to come out of
the film industry.

Chanchal, the devotional

NARENDRA
CHANCHAL

1940-2021

singer who brought the sound of
jagrans into the mainstream,
died in Delhi’s Apollo Hospital on
Friday. He was 80.

According to Chanchal’s col-
league and playback singer
Anuradha Paudwal, it was the in-
tensity of his voice and the emo-
tional quality that made him spe-

cial. “There is no one who can
compete with himin singing de-
votional ‘maata ki bhent’. The
genre remains synonymous with
him. Ilooked up to himif Twas to
record one. We also performed
together in many devotional
gatherings. His popularity was
something else,” she told The
Indian Express.

Chanchal was born in
Amritsar as Narinder Kharbanda
and was one among eight broth-
ers and sisters. Since music was
taboo at home, he would sing
film songs and bhajans as a child
among his friends and womenin
the neighbourhood. He would
then return home - invariably to
angry parents.

Aschool teacher gave him the
name Chanchal, which went on
to stick to him through life.

He dropped out of school af-

ter 10th grade and worked at a
dry cleaner’s shop for a few days.
Since there was no radio or
gramophone at home, Chanchal,
who would crave music, would
go to a nearby shop and sit there
for hours listening to
Mohammad Rafiand Manna Dey
songs. He would memorise the
songs and present them at the
next available opportunity.
Appreciation followed soon
from friends and his father’s
friends, who started giving hima
little money to sing for them.
Soon Chanchal was made part of
a local music group, and he
started performing in local wed-
dings and jagrans to make a liv-
ing. His group became famousin
the city and was chosen by the
I&B Ministry to entertain Army
jawans at the India-Pakistan and
India-China borders. It was due

New Delhi

to his popularity in the Army cir-
cuit that the invite for the
Mumbai concert landed with
him. After Bobby, he sang ‘Main
benaam ho gaya’ for R D Burman
in Benaam (1974), followed by
‘Tune mujhe bulaaya’ — a duet
with his idol Mohammad Rafiin
Aasha (1980). There were also
songs in Gujarati, Bengali and
Marathi besides Punjabi.

But Chanchal’s career and
success were much beyond films.
He moved to Delhi and became
one of the most famous and ex-
pensive jaagran singers in the
country, travelling the world to
sing at jagrans.

In his later years, Chanchal
also founded many non-profit
organisations, including Ekta
Mission and Narendra Chanchal
Institute for Non Formal

Education.
N |

from Kogan and Cambridge
Analytica during 2016-2017 de-
claring thatall such data obtained
by them through “thisisyourdigi-
tallife” was accounted for and de-
stroyed.

“This fact confirms that M/s
Global Science Research Limited,
UK illegally harvested datasets
and provided the same to M/s
Cambridge Analytica (UK)Limited
for commercial purposes,” the CBI
said. It, however, said it could not
authenticate the veracity of the
claims of GSRL and Cambridge
Analytica that they had destroyed
the said datasets.

During the preliminary en-
quiry, although the 335 users of
the application were contacted by
the probe officer, only six of them
responded and could be
examined.

“They unanimously stated
that they were misled by the App
and were unaware of the fact that
their personal and friends' data
was harvested. They also stated
that they would not have used the
Appif they knew it would do so,”
the CBI said.

The case was referred to the
CBl after a series of media reports
suggested Cambridge Analytica
and GSRL had illegally harvested
Facebook users data in India.

Colaba residents
oppose statue of
Bal Thackeray
ahead of unveiling

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 22

A 11-FT TALL statue of Bal
Thackeray, the centerpiece of
Shiv Sena’s birth anniversary cel-
ebrations of its founder on
Saturday, has found itself in a
controversy with residents of
Colaba opposing the structure
that has beeninstalled on a busy
roundabout.

The statue, the first of
Thackeray in the city, is coming
up at the busy roundabout be-
tween Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya and
National Gallery of Modern Art
on M G Road.

The Sena had proposed the
statue a year ago.

Citizen groups from Colaba
have opposed the statue being
installed at traffic island citing a
2013 Supreme Court order that
had said that state governments
should not allow any statues on
public roads and pavements.

“The proposal of installing
statues has been in the public
domain for over two years. That
time nobody objected. The BMC
has secured all required permis-
sions.. There are many other stat-
ues in the premises... no trafficis-
sues have come up. I cannot
understand the intention behind
the complainant,” said Mayor
Kishori Pednekar.

The Sena has invited leaders
from across the political spec-
trum for the unveiling of the
statue on Saturday.

Govt: Rare
disease policy
will be finalised
by March end

New Delhi: After a rap from the
Delhi High Court, the Centre has
said that a policy for rare diseases
drafted last year was delayed by
the Covid-19 pandemic and will
likely be finalised by March 31.

The High Court had told the
Centre last week to provide a
specific timeline for the finalisa-
tion and notification of the pol-
icy. The ministry, in its reply
dated January 20, told the court
that the 2020 draft policy was
earlier placed in public domain
for feedback, but its finalisation
was delayed by the Covid-19
pandemic.

“In the meantime.... DGHS
constituted an  Expert
Committee to examine the com-
ments/suggestions. The Expert
Committee submitted its recom-
mendations, which are under
examination to finalise the draft
policy,” reads thereply. ~ ENS
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S DEAD IN FIRE AT SERUMINSTITUTE FACILITY FS], collects S&HlplGS,

Ailing father of 21-yr-old
not informed yet, say kin

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS &
CHANDANHAYGUNDE
PUNE, JANUARY 22

SANJAY PASHTE has beenata hos-
pital for the past few days for hype-
rtension and diabetes-related is-
sues. So his family has not told him
about the death of his 21-year-old
son Pratik in the fire at the Serum
Institute of India facility Thursday.
Five labourers died in the fire, in-
cluding Pratik, who was involved
inthe work of inverter installation.

“We haven't informed Sanjay
thathis sonisnomore,” said Gan-
esh Ghanekar, Pratik’s maternal
uncle. The last rites were per-
formed by Sanjay’s elder brother.

The family lives in a small ho-
use in Pune’s Deccan area. A fam-
ily member said it was painful to
identify the body. “It was charred.

Arelative of one of the victims on Friday. Pavan Khengre

We had toidentify Pratik from his
clothes and other belongings.”
Pratikwas pursuing adiploma
in telecommunication and also
working fora private inverter firm.
His colleague, Mahendra Ingle
(30),alsodied inthe fire. Pratikand
Ingle went to the Manjri facility for
inverter-related work Thursday.

“Employees of the firm where
Pratik worked often visited the
teastall run by his parents. This is
how he got to know about the
firm. He joined as a trainee over a
year ago,” Ghanekar said. Pratik
earned about Rs 12,000 per
month and funded his educa-
tional expenses, he added.

Will look into video conferencing
plea of Kappan’s mother: UP to SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

UTTAR PRADESH government
Friday told Supreme Court that it
willlookintoa plea of arrested Ker-
ala journalist Siddique Kappan's
mother who has sought to meet
him over video conferencing.
Appearing for the state gov-
ernment, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta urged a bench headed by
ChiefJustice of India S A Bobde to
leave the matter to him after the
court observed that it will allow
the request brought to its notice
by Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal.
Sibal, who appeared for the
Kerala Union of Working
Journalists (KUW]J), told the bench
also comprising Justices A S
Bopanna and V Ramasub-
ramanian that Kappan’s mother
was aged over 90 and unwell and
wished to see her son over video
conferencing. “Please allow her
the video conferencing option so
thatshe cansee her son... We have
filed an application. Please allow
us,” Sibal said while also pointing
out that jail rules don’t allow it.
“We will allow,” said CJI Bob-
de, following which Mehta qui-
ckly sought to assure, urging the

Uttarakhand cabinet
nod to provide land for
sadhus’ burial ground

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, JANUARY 22

court to leave the matter to him.

Thebenchadjourned hearing
on the KUW]J plea by six weeks.

Kappan and three others were
arrested by the Uttar Pradesh
Police on October 5 lastyearwhile
they were on way to Hathras
where a young Dalit woman had
died after allegedly being gang-
raped. All four are facing charges
under various provisions of the
stringent UAPA and IPC provisions
relating to sedition.

According to the KUWJ's peti-
tion, Kappan, who has more than
10 years of experience as a jour-
nalist, was on way to Hathras to
report on the gangrape and death
of the woman when he was ar-
rested in Mathura.

Opposing his bail plea, the
police have sought to link him to
the banned SIMI and told the
Supreme Court that he went there
onthe “instructions of” Delhiriots
case accused Md Danish.

In an affidavit, the state also
said that Kappan “has been found
associated with Popular Front of
India (PFI)”, which “has been re-
sponsible for disrupting public
peace of the State by provoking
class and caste conflicts with an
intention to destroy public order
and tarnish the image of the

Government...”.

The state added that “PFI has
beeninvolved inanti-national ac-
tivities and keeping links with ter-
ror outfits like ISIS” and that “as
per investigation till date, most
members of PFlwho are ex-office-
bearers of banned organization
SIMI” have been in close contact
with Kappan. It said that several
incriminating evidence have been
found from Kappan's house.

The KUWJ, in an Additional
Rejoinder; hasaccused the state of
filing a “misleading affidavit, jus-
tifying the unlawful detentionand
malicious prosecution of” Kappan.
It said “itis a matter of grave con-
cern” that Uttar Pradesh has clai-
med that Kappan “committed
very serious offences, despite the-
re being no materials to support
any allegationsin the FIR, orinthe
investigation, other than vague
statements, thereby seriously
prejudicing the faith of the com-
monmanin the legal system and
the procedure established by law”.

Ontheallegation that Kappan
was in touch with PFl members,
KUW]J said he “would have been
in touch with people from all
walks of life, which is essential to
discharge his professional duty as
ajournalist...”

Crime Branch and fire
agencies launch probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JANUARY 22

PUNECITY Police and fire fighting
agencies on Friday initiated a
probe into the fire at the Serum
Institute of India (SIT) building, in
which five persons were killed.

While the incident took place
in Hadapsar police station area,
considering the seriousness of the
case, the Pune City Police Crime
Branch has started a parallelinves-
tigation. A case of accidental death
and burning incident has been
lodged at Hadapsar police station.

Teams of forensic science lab-
oratory, fire brigade and electricity
departmentvisited the facility on
Friday toascertain the cause of fire.

Pune Police Commissioner
Amitabh Gupta said, “We have la-
unched a probe. A forensics team
visited the spotand collected sam-
ples.Crime Branch has also started
aprobe. Action will be taken based
on the preliminary findings.”

Devendra Potphode, chief fire
officer of Pune Metropolitan
Region Development Authority,
Santosh Warick, chief fire officer of
Maharashtra Industrial Develo-
pment Corporation,and Prashant
Ranpise, chief fire officer of Pune
Fire Brigade, visited the spot Friday.

“We are yet to come to any
conclusion regarding the cause of
fire and how it spread. Further in-
vestigation is on,” said Potphode.

According to officials from
Pune Fire Brigade, the first call
about the fire was received at the
control room around 2.33 pm on
Thursday. Officials said the fire
could have started 15 to 20 min-
utes prior to that. Ten fire tenders,
four additional water tankers, four
Devdootvans (small fire tenders),
one hydraulic lift, and one van
equipped with breathing appara-
tus were put into service to douse
the fire, officials said. At least 10
fire officers and over 70 personnel
were involved in the fire-fighting
operation, they added.

0 killed near Meghalaya coal mine

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 22

SIXLABOURERS were killed inan
accidentinvolving a crane nearan
abandoned coal mine close to
Sorkari, Deinshalu village, in
Meghalaya's East Jaintia Hills dis-
trict on Thursday, a senior police
officer said.

“Prima facie the reason appe-
ars to be anaccident of the crane,
may be due to some defect... Five
persons have already been iden-
tified,” Meghalaya Home Minister
Lahkmen Rymbui told the media.
The deceased hailed from Assam.

“A criminal case has already

been registered under Khliehriat
police station, and investigation
of the caseis in progress to estab-
lish the whereabouts of the mine
owner and the manager of the
mine, who have been absconding
since the time of the incident,” a
police press statement said.

Asenior police officer told The
Indian Express that there was no
trace of fresh coal at the site. “The
locationis very remote....We will
investigate whether there was
any attempt at illegal coal min-
ing,” the officer said.

Coal mining in Meghalaya
came into the spotlight in 2018,
when at least 15 workers got
trapped and died inside a minein

Ksan in East Jaintia Hills district.
The Ksan accident brought to
light that illegal rat-hole mining,
involving narrow tunnels dug
into mountains for workers to
move through and extract coal,
had continued to thrive in Megh-
alayadespitean NGT banin2014.
In July 2019, the Supreme
Court had allowed mining opera-
tions to continue in the state on
privately and community-owned
land, subject to the condition that
all necessary permissions and
clearances were obtained. When
allegations of illegal coal mining
were raised in October last year,
CM Conrad Sangma said the
claims were politically motivated.

CONSORTIUM FOR EDUCATIONAL COMMUNICATION

IUAC CAMPUS, ARUNA ASAF ALI MARG, NEW DELHI - 110067 S—
Phone: 011-24126418-19-20 Fax: 011-24126416, Website: www.cec.nic.in

VACANCY CIRCULAR

NOTIFICATION NO. 05/2020
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Sant Longowal Institute of Engineering and Technology

(Deemed to be University under MoE)
Longowal—-148106, Distt. Sangrur, Punjab

Dated: 22.01.2021

WALK IN INTERVIEWS FOR

ENGAGEMENT OF GUEST FACULTY

05:00 PM.

RAJIV GANDHI NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF LAW, PUNJAB
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The Institute intends to prepare panel of Guest Faculty in Mech. Engg., Food
Engg. & Tech., Chemical Engg., Civil Engineering, Computer Science & Engg.,
Electronics & Communication Engg., Electrical & Instrumentation Engg., Physics,
Chemistry, Mathematics and Management & Humanities (English) disciplines for
the even semester of Academic Session 2020-2021. Last date of submission of
applications through e-mail at ID recruitment_R@sliet.ac.inis 01.02.2021 upto

For more details with regard to educational qualifications, dates of walk-in-
interviews, application proforma etc., please visit website www.sliet.ac.in

Registrar
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Regd. Office: 3rd Floor, Maker Chambers 1V, 222, Nariman Point, Mumbai - 400 021.
Phone: 022-3555 5000 « Fax: 022-2204 2268 + E-mail: investor.relations@ril.com

CIN: L17110MH1973PLC019786

Extract of Unaudited Consolidated Financial Results
for the Quarter / Nine Months Ended 31st December, 2020

(X in crore, except per share data)

Quarter Ended |Nine Months Ended| Quarter Ended
Particulars 31st 31st 31st
December, 2020| December, 2020 |December, 2019
Value of Sales & Services (Revenue) 137,829 367,143 169,221
Less: GST Recovered 13,832 35,713 12,056
Revenue from Operations 123,997 331,430 157,165
Profit before exceptional item and tax 15,103 34,234 15,139
Profit before tax 14,982 39,079 14,962
Profit for the Period* 14,894 38,744 11,841
Total Comprehensive Income (after tax) 6,351 72,300 9,685
Paid up Equity Share Capital,
Equity Shares of ¥10/- each 6,445 6,445 6,339
Other Equity excluding revaluation reserve™*
Earnings per equity share
(Face value of ¥ 10/- each) (Not Annualised)
Basic (in ¥) — After Exceptional Item 20.33 55.65 18.24
Basic (in X) — Before Exceptional Item 20.51 48.14 18.52
Diluted (in ) - After Exceptional Item 19.93 54.86 18.24
Diluted (in %) - Before Exceptional Item 20.12 47.45 18.52

Notes:

* Includes Non-Controlling Interest
** Reserve excluding revaluation reserves for the year ended as on 31st March, 2020 was ¥ 446,992 crore.

1. The Audit Committee has reviewed the above results and the Board of Directors has approved the
above results and its release at their respective meetings held on 22nd January, 2021. The Statutory
Auditors of the Company have carried out a Limited Review of the aforesaid results.

2. Additional information on standalone financial results is as follows:

 in crore)
Quarter Ended |Nine Months Ended| Quarter Ended
Particulars 31st 31st 31st
December, 2020 December, 2020 |December, 2019
Value of Sale & Service (Revenue) 71,454 188,148 93,981
Less: GST Recovered 4,054 9,056 3,589
Revenue from Operations 67,400 179,092 90,392
Profit before tax 6,841 19,946 11,754
Profit for the period 8,628 24,468 9,585
Total Comprehensive Income (after tax) 9,161 27,183 8,297

Regulations, 2015.
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Advertisement No. 1/2021

Consortium for Educational Communication (CEC), an autonomous body under University Grants
Commission (UGC) invites applications from suitable candidates for the post of Technician (One Post-
Regular Basis (UR) in the Pay Matrix Level - 4 of Rs.25,500-81,100/- on direct recruitment basis and for
the post of MTS (One - Post)(UR) in Pay Matrix Level - 1 of Rs.18,000-56,900/-. The applicants are liable to
be posted either at CEC Office in Delhi or EMRC Centre at Roorkee. The details of the posts are as under:-

THE UTTARAKHAND cabinet on Friday approved a
proposal to provide 4.38 hectare of land near the
Ganga in Haridwar for 'bhu-samadhi’ - where sad-

hus who die can be buried.

Sources said the move follows objections from
environmentalists over the current practice of ‘jal-
samadhi’,in which the bodies are immersed in the
Ganga. The sadhus themselves had been demand-
ing land to start the practice of '‘bhu-samadhi’, so
that there is no objection from others.

Government spokesperson Madan Kaushik
told reporters that 4.38 hectare land belonging to
theIrrigation department in Haridwar district will
be provided for burial of the sadhus. He said the
burial ground was a long-pending demand of the
sadhus. Kaushik said the land will be permanently
used for bhu-samadhi, beginning the upcoming
Kumbh Mela. A system will be developed by the
sadhus of Akhara Parishad to regulate the practice | |3.

of bhu-samadhi.

Akhil Bharatiya Akhara Parishad head Mahant | |#
Narendra Giri told The Indian Express that accord-
ing torituals sadhus are either immersed in water
after death or buried. “Since there was no land ear-
marked in Uttarakhand for bhu-samadhi, the bod-
ies were immersed in river. With the government
now clearing the proposal to provide land forbhu- | |7.
samadhi, this practice will start during the upcom-

ing Kumbh Mela,” Giri said.

DISRUPTION DUE TO COVID-19
Not in favour of giving
extra chance for UPSC

aspirants: Centre to SC

New Delhi: The Centre on Friday informed the
Supreme Court thatit was not agreeable tothede- 10 Candidate who is already in service should submit his/her application through proper channel. However,
he/she may send an advance copy of his/her application and should produce a “No Objection
Certificate” from the employer at the time of interview failing which he/she shall not be interviewed.
Further, these candidates should also submit a certificate from the employer or his authorized officer to
effect that no disciplinary case is either pending or contemplated against him/her. Apart from this, the
Vigilance Clearance Report shall also be furnished along with the application form or at the time of

mand for one more chance to civil service aspi-
rants who exhausted their last opportunity to take

the examin 2020.

The court was hearing a plea which contended
that many aspirants had not been able to take last | |
year’s exams due to disruptions on account of the
Covid-19 pandemic and therefore should be given

one more chance.

hear the matter on January 25. ENS

SI.| Name of | No.of Post(s)and | Pay Matrix Educational Method of | Age Limit (as
No. Post (s) [Reservation Position in Level qualifications recruitment| on closing date
the roster & Experience of applications)
1 | Technician 1 Post (UR) Pay Level —4(S.S.C (10th) with ITI 100% by 30 years
Rs. 25,500- |or equivalent certificate| ~ Direct
81,100/- in video/audio/ Recruitment
electronics /electrician
trade / air-conditioning
and 2 years experience]
in relevant field.
2| “Multi 1 Post (UR) Pay Level - 1 Matriculation or 100% by 25 years
Tasking Rs.18,000- |equivalent. Candidates |  Direct
Staff 56,900~ |having 1 year Recruitment
experience in similar
organization will be
given preference.

appointed.

interview.

e

Roorkee.

(=2}

*The vacancy for MTS Postis a lien vacancy.
Application in the prescribed format affixed with photograph and complete in all respect along with self
attested testimonials including the post applied for should be sent to the Chief Administrative Officer,
Consortium for Educational Communication, IUAC Campus, Aruna Asaf Ali Marg, New Delhi —
110067 on or before 22.02.2021. Only shortlisted candidate will be called Skilled Test/ Interview. Decision of
appointing authority shall be final and binding for all purpose. No Enquiries/ correspondence will be
entertained in this regard.
1. Prescribed application form may be downloaded from the website of CEC www.cec.nic.in
2. Completed application should be submitted along with all relevant supportive certificates/testimonials
viz., qualification / experience / date of birth / caste certificate in prescribed format etc., duly Self attested.
Last date for receipt of application is 22.02.2021. In case the closing date is a holiday; the next working
day shall be treated as closing/last date.
Incomplete applications and applications received after the due date will be rejected.
5. Application should be addressed to the “Chief Administrative Officer, Consortium for Educational
Communication, IUAC Campus, Aruna Asaf Ali Marg, New Delih-110067” in a closed cover super-
scribing “Application for the post of

”. CEC shall not be responsible for

any postal delay. The candidate will also be required to write his’/her complete correspondence and
permanent address with pin code numbers, telephone numbers, cell-phone number and e-mail ID.

6. The date for determining the eligibility of all candidates in respect of age shall be the closing date as

prescribed in the advertisement for receipt of the applications.

Itis the responsibility of the candidate to assess his own eligibility for the post which he/she is applying in

accordance with the prescribed qualification, experience etc. and submit his/her application duly filled-in

along with the desired information, documents and other supporting materials as per the advertisement.

In case, it is detected at any point of time in future even after appointment that the candidate was not

eligible as per the prescribed qualification, experience etc. which could not be detected at the time of

interview due to whatever circumstances, his appointment shall be liable to termination forthwith as per
this clause and also based on his undertaking. With regard to any ambiguity relating to the recruitment
rules in general and eligibility in respect of any post in particular, the decision of the CEC shall be final.

8. Ifany document/certificates etc. is found to be false/fake/incorrect/ malafide at any stage of appointment
or after the appointment, the document in question shall be summarily rejected and action may be
initiated against the candidate for this misconduct including rejection of his candidature which shall lead
to cancellation of his appointment, if already appointed.

9 Ifatany stage of the recruitment process or employment, it is detected that there is a willful suppression
of factual information/or misleading statement/information in the application or tampering of documents
or providing such information relating to the caste, educational qualifications, experience, date of birth or
domicile etc., the candidature shall be cancelled and services shall be terminated forthwith, if already

. In case response is exceptionally high, the CEC reserves the right to restrict the number of candidates
having higher percentage of marks in the requisite qualification to be called for interview. Merely
possessing the prescribed qualification and requisite experience would not entitle a person to be called
forthe interview.

12. The CEC reserves the right to fill or not to fill the post advertised for any reason whatsoever.
Additional Solicitor General S V Raju told a 13. CEC reserves the right to withdraw the advertisement either partly or wholly at any time without
bench headed by Justice A M Khanwilkar that no
further Opportunity can be given to candidates 14. CECreserves the right to reject any application without assigning any reason thereof.
who had their final chance in October last year.
Taking note, the Bench also comprising Justices
B R Gavai and Krishn Murari asked the Centre to | |1
say the same in an affidavit. The court will now

assigning any reason to this effect.

15 TRANSFERLIABILITY
As a general Policy these candidates will be liable for transfer / posting at CEC Delhi or EMRC Centre

Relaxations as permissible under Government of India rules will apply.

Chief Administrative Officer, CEC

Date : 22nd January, 2021

3. The above is an extract of the detailed format of the standalone and consolidated unaudited financial
results for the quarter and nine months ended on 31st December, 2020 filed with the Stock
Exchanges pursuant to Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)

The full format of the standalone and consolidated financial results for the quarter and nine months
ended on 31st December, 2020 are available on the Stock Exchanges' websites (www.bseindia.com/
www.nseindia.com) and the Company's website www.ril.com.

For Reliance Industries Limited

Chairman and Managing Director

www.ril.com

Sd/-
Mukesh D. Ambani

RECRUITING DIRECTORATE WEBSITE

JOIN INDIAN ARMY

www.joinindianarmy.nic.in
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Note :

will

Applications are invited for 10+2 Technical Entry
Scheme Course (TES-45) (commencing in jul 2021.)

applications
joinindianarmy.nic.in from 01 Feb 2021 to 02 Mar

open

on WWW.

1. Recruitment in the Army is totally transparent and free. Beware of touts.
2. For detailed Notification, please visit www.joinindianarmy. nic.in
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#% ERODE SMART CITY LIMITED
i@} NOTICE INVITING FOR SHORT TENDER

Roc.No.E1/45/SC/2021 Dated : 22.01.2021
Tenders are invited in Two Cover System by the Managing Director,
Erode Smart City Limited or his authorized person. For Modernzation and
Improvement works around Vegetable Market in ABD area at RKV Road in
Erode City Municipal Corporation, Total No of Work-2 Nos, Value put to the
tender total cost of Rs.25.03 Crores. Tenders will be received upto 3.00 pm
on 08.02.2021 and the tenders will be opened by the Managing Director or by
his authorized person on 09.02.2021 at 3.30 pm. in the presence of the
contractors or their representatives present at the time. The bid documents
can be downloaded from the website at free of cost upto 3.00 pm on
08.02.2021. Further details can be obtained from engineering section of the
Corporation in any of the working day if required. The Managing Director,
Erode Smart City Limited reserves the rights to reject any or all the tenders
without assigning any reason. Website address https://tntenders.gov.in,
https:/itenders.tn.gov.in" for free downloading of tender document.
For any queries please contact (E-Mail id: commr.erode@tn.gov.in.
Phone No. 0424-225 1616). Managing Director,

DIPR/481/Tender/2021 Erode Smart City Limited

LTy RAICHUR POWER H

7> CORPORATION LIMITED [T

e YERMARUS THERMAL POWER STATION =it
CIN: U40101KA2009PLC049582

No. A1 M1 B3/SCCL-ARR-CTA/YTPS/JANUARY 2021 Date: 22.01.2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Through e-Procurement Portal only) (Two Tender Document System)
Name of Work: APPOINTMENT OF COAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR
TRANSPORTATION OF COAL SUPPLIES FROM SINGARENI COLLIERIES
COMPANY LTD., (SCCL) LOADING POINT/S TO YTPS BY ALL RAIL ROUTE.
Tenders are invited from reputed companies/persons for coal supplies from various
loading point/s of SCCL & having adequate knowledge about movement, handling &
delivery of approx. 39.00 Lakh MTs of coal per annum under Fuel Supply Agreement
(FSA) by All Rail Route to YTPS including the works of liaisoning, supervision &
monitoring of quality and quantity from SCCL Loading Point/s for a period of one year.
Last date for receipt of completed bids: 22.02.2021, 17.00 Hrs. The tender document
can be downloaded from the website: https:/iwww.eproc.karnataka.gov.in Further
details can be had from the Superintending Engineer (Mines), KPCL, No. 82, Shakti
Bhavan, Il Floor, Race Course Road, Bengaluru - 560 001. Telefax: 080-22203894.
E-mail: cefuelskpcl@karnataka.gov.in Website: www.karnatakapower.com
e-portal helpdesk/HP Helpdesk: +91 80 46010000, 22631200.
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DIRECTORATE OF EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
GUJARAT STATE
(An 1SO 9001:2008 certified organization)
Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, Block No. 1, Third Floor,
Gandhinagar - 382010, Ph. No. (079) 23253800
E-mail: ao-det@gujarat.gov.in
Online E-Tender Notice No. 03/2020-21
e-TENDER (EOI) NOTICE
(Account)

Proposal in the form of BIDS is requested from agencies, willing to bid
for Empenalment of Agency/Agencies for Inernal Audit of various offices
under Directorate of Employment & Training. The EOIl document can be
downloaded from the website https://www.nprocure.com from
22nd January 2021 onwards.
Tender Fee Rs. 5000/- (Non Refundable)
Date of Pre Bid Meeting Dt. 03/02/2021 at 15.00 Hrs.

EOI Closing date (Submission of EOI | Dt. 17/02/2021 at 18.00 Hrs.
documents)

Technical Proposal Opening date & Time |Dt. 18/02/2021 at 12.00 Hrs.

Right to accept or reject any tender in full or part threof without assigning any
reason whatsoever is reserved. For more details please visit
talimrojgar.gujarat.gov.in or contact this office at address mentioned above.
Sd/- Director,

Employment and Training, Gandhinagar

INF/1853/20-21

Sood moves SC over illegal construction order T'RP case: HC refuses urgent

New Delhi: Actor Sonu Sood
Friday moved the Supreme
Court challenging the
Bombay High Court order
which dismissed his appeal
against a BMC notice over

alleged illegal construction
athisresidential building in
Mumbai.

Advocate Vineet
Dhanda, who filed the plea,

said that Sood has chal-  diligent."

lenged the high courtorder.

While dismissing the
actor's appeal and applica-
tion, the HC said: "Law
helps only those who are
PTI
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GURU GOBIND SINGH
INDRAPRASTHA
UNIVERSITY.

GURU GOBIND SINGH

Website: www.ipu.ac.in

Empanelment of Vendors for Supply of Books

website www.ipu.ac.in

7 ; INDRAPRASTHA UNIVERSITY
(Established by the Govt. of NCT of Delhi)
Sector-16 C, Dwarka, New Delhi — 110 078

Applications are invited for empanelment of book suppliers on the terms &
conditions prescribed by the university. For details, please refer to the university

Last date of submission of prescribed form in this regard along with
non — refundable demand draft of Rs 2,000 in favour of Registrar, GGSIPU,

New Delhi is 26/02/2021. Registrar

No. Phq/SRB/S-3/102/21

Bhopal (M.P.)

Madhya Pradesh Police Head quarter,

Dated 18/01/2021

e- Notice Inviting Tender

e- tenders are invited by the Additional Director General of Police Selection & Recruitment
Branch Madhya Pradesh Police Head quarter, Bhopal (M.P.) on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal
for “Conducting Physical Proficiency test based on RFID Technology for Recruitment of
Police Constable Selection Examination 2020-21 by providing complete services using
Computer system based RF-ID, Synchronised cameras for measurement of distance,

and/or automated solution for such measurement of time/distance and recording of events

THE BOMBAY High Court Friday refused
to grant urgent relief to former
Broadcast Audience Research Council
(BARC) chief executive officer (CEO)
Partho Dasgupta, arrested in alleged TRP
scam case. Dasgupta had moved an ur-
gent praecipe seeking his transfer to a
private hospital after being discharged
from state-run] ] Hospital. The ex-BARC
CEO, who was being shifted to Taloja jail,
claimed he was unfit to be discharged.

A single-judge bench of justice
Prakash D Naik heard Dasgupta’s plea
in his chambers Friday evening after
regular court hours.

Through advocate Arjun Singh
Thakur, Dasgupta had moved a bail ap-
plication before the high court after the
sessions court on January 20 rejected his
bail plea in the alleged TRP scam. In the
plea, Dasgupta sought interim bail for
two weeks or sought to be transferred
to Hinduja Hospital for treatment.

including Communication and other equipments, Digital height/chest measurement
devices etc.” as per schedule below:-

Technology for Recruitment of

measurement of time/distance

Examination 2020-21 by providing complete services using

Computer system based RF-ID. Synchronised cameras for
measurement of distance, and/or automated solution for such

Police Constable Selection

and recording of events

including Communication and

height/chest measurement devices etc.

other equipments, Digital

Name of Item(s) Qty. | Tender | EMD Paid Online
Fees Through
(Rs.) |mptenders.gov.in
Conducting Physical Proficiency test based on RFID 15,000/~ 15,00,000/-

1. Bids shall be submitted online through website https://www.mptenders.gov.in on or

before specified date and time.
2. The cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is Rs. 15000/- (Fifteen Thousand Only) which
is non refundable and cannot be exempted in any condition. Tender fee must be paid
online through website https://www.mptenders.gov.in

A T F h, AR § TEA| T qh BRI B TR T, a9 qep feed T

3. Detailed Tender/RFP document is available on the websites
https://www.mptenders.gov.in and www.mppolice.gov.in 18/01/2021 onwards.
1. |Tender Publication date 18-1-2021 TIME 17:00
2. |Tender Document Download Start Date 19-1-2021 TIME 11:00
3. |Pre-bid meeting 28-1-2021 TIME 12:00
4. |Online participation Tender start Date & time 03-2-2021 TIME 17:00
5. |Online participation Tender End Date & time 10-2-2021 TIME 14:30
6. |Due date, time & Place for Online opening of tender 11-2-2021 TIME 16:30
7. | Demo date 16-2-2021 & 17-2-2021 TIME 12:00
Sd/-
Assistant Inspector General of Police (Selection & Recruitment)
(For Director General of Police, MP)
Police Headquarter Bhopal
Phone: 0755 —2443019
*The Dbidders shall sent their queries beforehand to tender
POREX2020@ mppolice.gov.in
G-17944/20

= U.P. POWER
471 TRANSMISSION
“ir T CORPORATION LTD. E-
Tender Notice Online e-Bids are
invited for “Construction and
commissioning of Two nos.
400KV AIS Line Bay at 400kV S/s
Muradnagar-lI” on Turn-key basis
against Tender Specn. No. ESD
8/160. E-tender uploaded on
18.01.2021 on https://etender.up.
nic.in. EMD Cost for the tender is
Rs.15 Lacs and tender Fee of Rs.
11,800.00 will be deposited through
RTGS/NEFT. Last date for
submission of tender is 17.02.2021
at 17.30 Hrs and opening of part-1 is
19.02.2021 at 16:00 Hrs. Total
Quantity of work, tender
specification and other terms and
conditions is as per tender
document available on the e-tender
portal. Undersigned reserve the
right to cancel the e-Bids without
assigning any reason. Corrigendum,
Addendum, Extension if any shall be
uploaded only on the above
website. Bidders are advised to visit
the website regularly for updated
information from time to time.
Superintending Engineer, Electy.
765/400KV SDC, 11th floor, Shakti
Bhawan Extn. lucknow. wies ¥-

relief to former BARC CEO

The state government, through chief
public prosecutor Deepak Thakare, op-
posed the plea and submitted that there
was no urgent need for Dasgupta to be
shifted to a private hospital since | ]
Hospital had examined his health and
declared him to be fit to be discharged.

Thakare said, Dasgupta was being
taken to Taloja jail hospital where he
would remain under observation.
Medical officers there would examine
him and only based on their decision,
he would be taken inside the prison, he
said. “If the medical officers from jail
find it necessary at any point of the time
that the applicant is required to be ad-
mitted to ] ] Hospital again, they would
take appropriate steps. In accordance
with the discharge note, the applicant
would be treated by medical officers in
jail,” Thakare added.

The court while permitting the bail
plea seeking interim relief to be heard
Monday;, refused to grant any urgent re-
lief and asked the state government to
place before it documents pertaining to
Dasgupta’s health condition.

Need sanction to
take cognizance
of ‘offences’ by
Kangana: Court

Mumbai: Hearing a criminal
complaint against actor Kangana
Ranaut, the metropolitan mag-
istrate’s court Friday said sanc-
tion from either the Centre or the
state was necessary to take cog-
nizance of the offences alleged
to have been committed by her.

Last October, Mumbai-based
lawyer Ali Kaashif Khan had
moved the court alleging that
Ranaut, through her social me-
diaaccount, had made “defama-
tory remarks” against the
Mumbai Police in regard to the
probe into actor Sushant Singh
Rajput’s death.

“As per Section 196 of the
Criminal Procedure Code, it is
necessary to take the sanction of
the central or the state govern-
ment before taking cognizance
of offences under (the above sec-
tions),” the court said. Khan said
that he will write to the govern-
ment in the coming week. ENS

4G curbs extended in
J&K till February 6

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JANUARY 22

THE Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration on Friday extended re-
strictions on 4G high-speed mobile
Internet services till February 6,
saying that the “threat perception
on the security front” in the Union
Territory “continues to be high”.

Pointing out that except for the
districts of Ganderbal and
Udhampur, the Internet speed on
mobile data services shall continue
to be restricted to 2G, an order is-
sued by the UT's Principal Secretary
Home, Shaleen Kabra, said there
was credible intelligence inputs
about preparedness of terrorists
“to infiltrate from across the
IB/LoC”.

“These restrictions have helped
thwart the nefarious designs of the
radical and terrorist organisations
operating in the UT of J&K to mis-

Admin says ‘threat
perception’ on security
front is still high

agenda since regulation of high
speed mobile internet prevents
easy streaming/ dissemination/
downloading of such material/
videos,” the order said.

“Reports further suggest that
data services that rely on availabil-
ity of high speed Internet are ex-
tensively utilised for coordinating
and facilitating infiltration,” it
pointed out, adding that “in the in-
terest of the sovereignty and in-
tegrity of India”, the Internet serv-
ices shall not be provided to
pre-paid SIM card holders, unless
verified as per the norms applica-
ble for post-paid connections.

For fixed-line Internet sub-
scribers, connectivity shall be con-

32/30|E-8/160 feqiem: 21.01.2021

tinued to be made available with
Mac-binding, the order said.

guide, provoke and incite the youth
in furthering their anti-India

Government of Karnataka

il ﬁg - Department of Public Works, Dharwad Division, Dharwad
. Office of the Executive Engineer,
Department of Public Works, Dharwad Division, Dharwad

Publication of Short term tender

Sl. No.: EEDPWD / PB-8 / Tender/2020-21/6975

Other details of the works are as follows.

KW - 4 (Through Standard Document) !

The tender for the following works has been invited for the following works on behalf of the
Governor of Karnataka by the Public Works Department from a qualified contractors. Eligible contractors
can participate in the tender by confirming the date and other details as published in the e-Governance
Center or website. www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in Further information can be obtained from the office.

P o L BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD
=TT . . - i
L1 OFFICE OFTHE PUBLIC RELATIONS (W) {L'j.é}f‘ - i (Por Wing)
= ROOM NO. 306 VARUNALAYA PH-IIl, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI-110005 S Corrigendum Notice Inviting E-Tender
Email: proyap32018@gmail.com, Phone No- 011 2355 0843 Tender reference No.: ENIT-5/2020-21/BLB )
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST :ame offOffnc::éddé Su;:enrt].tendér:g Entgr:negr, BBIgB, Blallatt)r?a;]h ('Fﬁtndfgad) ] |
. - . . - lame of work: Re-Construction, Strengthening and raising the height of boundary wa
S. Name of Work Estimated Bid security Period of | Last dt/Time : ) .
Date: 22-01-2021 N, Cost For each | deposit For each | Completion | of receipt of beh.lnd B-Type residences & Subordinate Rest House at 220KV S/Stn. BBMB, Ballabgarh.
€. 22-01- group (Rs.) group (Rs.) Bids Estimated cost %84 Lacs
Selection of Partner NGOs to carry out Public] Lump Sum Nil 36 months | 16.03.2021 Last date of submission of pre-qualification documents | 09.02.2021 upto 17:00 hrs
Participation, Advocacy and School Outreach (Declaration form up-to 15.00 Last date of receipt of tender 16.02.2021 upto 15:00 Hrs
Programme under Public Outreach Component for to be filled) Hours - - o = -
YAP-IlI, in specified Region of Delhi. Eor detaglg?n tgg%evriway be downloaded from website https://lbbmbeproc.abcprocure.com
E??r:]tirrgzttgl:isnlkn this regard can be seen at DJB website i.e www.delhijalboard.nic.in under “Expression CPIYW-- R W For Your Better Tomorrow Save Energy Today

ISSUED BY PRO (WATER) Advt.
No. J.S.V. 335/2020-21

Sd/-

Dy. Director (PR)
Delhi Jal Board

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE (THROUGH E-TENDERING)

Total Filled Opening Opening
SI. Estimate| Tenders Date of Date of
No.| Name of Works in Rs. Receiving | Technical | Financial
Lakhs | Date (e-Proc)| Bid (e-Proc)|Bid (e-Proc)
Construction of Sports Complex at Kalghatgi
1| Taluk, Dharwad District (WORK_INDENT 135006)| 300-00 | 24-02-2021 | 25-02-202126-02-2021
Construction of Sports Complex at Annigeri Taluk,
2 | Dharwad District (WORK_INDENT 135002) 500.00 | 24-02-2021 | 25-02-2021|26-02-2021
Construction of Valmiki Bhavan at Survey No.
80/1 (behind the new bus station) at Gulaganji
3 | Koppa, Ward No. 3, Dharwad District. 200.00 | 24-02-2021 | 25-02-2021|26-02-2021
(WORK_INDENT 134995)

DIPR/651/2020-21/DWD/DESHPANDEPUBLICITY

Sd/ -Executive Engineers,
Department of Public Works,
Dharwad Division, Dharwad.

Hours (IST) onwards.

! CORRIGENDUM

Subject:

in the UT of Jammu & Kashmir on EPC mode Complete job

& GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) PROJECT CIRCLE DIVISION 1ST SRINAGAR

Construction of Service road (5.5m width) along NH-44 bypass (both sides) From Ch. 1+900 to 4+500 & Ch. 11+900 to 17+800 (except km
13.145 to km 14.027 , Bemina flyover) (length =15.236 kms) and renewal coat on main existing 4-lane carriageway from Ch. 4+500 to 11+500

)
Reference: This office Fresh NIT No. NIT No PCD-RnB-63 of 2020-21 Dated:21/12/2020 issued Vide endorsement No PCD-Ist/NIT/7141-50 Dated: 18-12-2020.

Sr. No.| In RFP Instead Of Please Read

1 2.2.2.1 BID Capacity
N= Number of years prescribed for completion of work for which Bid
is invited. (1 Year)

2.2.2.1 BID Capacity

invited. (1.5 Years)

N= Number of years prescribed for completion of work for which Bid is

86486

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
SHIVNATH CIRCLE DURG (CHHATTISGARH)

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

(1st Call )

System Tender No. : 70835 /NIT No. : 35/SAC/2020-21,

Online Tenders are Invited for The Following Works up to 10.02.2021 at 17:30 Hour

Name of Work : CONSTRUCTION OF TEMRI STOP DAM IN BLOCK DHAMDHA
AND DISTRICT DURG.

Probable Amount of Contract : Rs. 136.63 Lakhs

The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh

Integrated e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date 27.01.2021, at 17:31

(1) All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to get enrolled on the Integrated e-
procurement portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific vendor class from
PWD under Centralized Contractor/ Supplier Registration in order to download the tender doc-
uments and participate in the subsequent bidding process.

sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

Tandula Water Resources Division,Durg

for, Superintending Engineer,
Shivnath Circle, Durg (C.G.)

Durg, Dated : 20.01.2021

Name of work
with its location

Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract (AMC)
of 76 Nos. Data Loggers over Delhi Division for
Three (03) years.

%1,72,59,121.00 only

Address of the | Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C, Northern
office Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM Office, New Delhi-110055

Date & Time for upload the
tender/closing of tender

Approximate Cost of work |

Tender uploading/Closing date & time
17.02.2021 upto 15:00 hrs.

See the Northern Railway website
www.ireps.gov.in & Notice board at S&T
branch 3rd Floor, DRM office, State Entry
Road, New Delhi-110055

Website Particulars & Notice
board location where
complete details of the tender
can be seen etc.

No.: 558-Sig-16-M-Tender-AMC-046-2020-21 Dated: 22.01.2021 180/21

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

naiga

Main Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida, G.B. Nagar (U.P.)
Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from firms/contractors registered with UPLC
Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded
and same shall be opened/downladed as per schedule mentioned.
The details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida
Authority’s official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &

In Schedule instead Of Please Read

1. SCOPE OF WORK:

Improvement Allowed:

a) Construction of service road

Note:-The provision of price escalation has been considered for six
months (beyond 1year: project duration is 18 months) @2.5% of
allotted civil cost of the project.

SCOPE OF WORK:
Improvement Allowed:

Note:- Deleted.

a) Construction of service road

2 Geometric Design and General Features

(i) General

Improvement & geometric standards are not applicable. The scope of
Project shall only include road Geometric design and general features of
the Project Highway shall be in accordance with Section 2 of the Manual.

(i) General

Manual

Geometric Design and General Features

The scope of Project shall include road Geometric design and general
features of the Project Highway in accordance with Section 2 of the

3. 2. Geometric Design and General Features

(v) Type of shoulders

(b) In open country, earthen shoulders of 1.0-1.5 m width shall be
provided as per attached typical cross sections in Annexure-B-1

(v) Type of shoulders

2. Geometric Design and General Features

(b) In open areas, earthen shoulders of 1.0-1.5 m width shall be provided
as per attached typical cross sections (TCS | & TCS Il) in Annexure-B-1

4. Pavement Design

(i) Pavement design shall be carried out in accordance with the pro-
vision of relevant Manual i.e. IRC 37-2018. The Project road shall
include construction of service road. Thus, existing road shall be
overtopped, which shall be provided 30mm BC, 60mm DBM, 150mm
WMM and 150mm GSB, as given in tables below. The crust compo-
sition applicable for approaches of Bridges shall be following as per
design requirements—

Pavement Design

(i) Pavement design shall be carried out in accordance with the provision

KHADI GRAMODYOG BHAWAN

KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION
Ministry of Micro Small & Medium Enterprises (Govt. of India)

Office: K-Block, Chaudhary Building, Connaught Circus, New Delhi-1
Showroom: 24, Regal Building, Connaught Circus, New Delhi- 1
Ph. : 011-23416758, 23411651, Fax : 011-23418126,

E-mail: kgbndgs@gmail.com

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed offers are invited from the interested parties/ Agencies/ Firms for
Empanelment for providing following services:

http://etender.up.nic.in Please ensure to see these website for any
changes/amendments & corrigendum ete.

A) (1) 51/DGM(JAL)AO/SM(JAL)-1/20-21 Strengthening of W/s
(Shifting of Water & Sewer line Alignment Elevated Flyover Aghapur
to Sector-106) Noida Rs. 40.28 Lacs

The above tenders can be uploaded by date 04.02.2021 upto 5.00
PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date
05.02.2021 at 11.00AM.

Office SENIOR MANAGER (JAL)-
Sector-5 NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

5. (Schedule-D)

Specifications and Standards for Construction

1. Specifications and Standards

All Materials, works and construction operations shall conform to the
Manual of Specifications and Standards for Two-Laning of Highways
IRC: SP: 73-2015, referred to as the Manual if applicable anywhere,
and MORTH Specifications for Road and Bridge Works. Where the
specification for a work is not given, Good Industry Practice shall be
adopted to the satisfaction of the Authority’s Engineer.

6. Schedule - J

Project Completion Schedule

2. Project Milestone-|

(i) Project Milestone-| shall occur on the date falling on the 128th
(One Hundred Twenty Eight) day from the Appointed Date (the
“Project Milestone- I”).

3. Project Milestone-II

(i) Project Milestone-Il shall occur on the date falling on the 219th
(Two hundred Nineteen) day from the Appointed Date (the “Project
Milestone- II").

4. Project Milestone-lll

(i) Project Milestone-lll shall occur on the date falling on the 310th
(Three Hundred Ten) day from the Appointed Date (the “Project
Milestone- III”).

5. Scheduled Completion Date

(i) The Scheduled Completion Date shall occur on the 365th (Three
Sixty-five) day from the Appointed Date.

Milestone- II").
4. Project Milestone-Ill

hundred Twenty Nine) day from the Appointed Date (the “Project

(i) Project Milestone-lIl shall occur on the date falling on the 465th (Four
Hundred Sixty Five) day from the Appointed Date (the “Project Milestone- I1I").
5. Scheduled Completion Date

(i) The Scheduled Completion Date shall occur on the 547th (Five
Hundred and Forty Seven) day from the Appointed Date.

of relevant 1 i H

how Sarice roac anct ronewal coaton xisting Highway. e, new road || | ST Description EM.D./ | Datefor | LastDate |Cost of T Office of sff&ﬁti?a(‘gsccltg B)evelopment
shall have to be provided with pavement composition as, 30mm BC, NO. secu"ty the sale Of for sale & Tender R i

60mm DBM, 150mm WMM and 150mm GSB, as given in tables below . N . 373/1 |CCC Bulldln CoIIectorate Cam us

and renewal coat of 40mm BC over existing Highway. in Rs_ tender subm|ss|on Form ’ ; 9 pus,
(Schedule-D) . Dhawari, Satna (M.P.) -485001

Specifications and Standards for Construction Of tender in RS.

1. Specifications and Standards ‘ . . . E-TENDER NOTICE

All Materials, works and construction operations shall conform to the 1 . Rental Ta)(| SerV|CeS for De|h| 2301 2021 12022021 1000

M | of Specificati d Standards for Four-Lani f Hight . . .
IRC:SP:84-2015, referred {0 as the Manual f appicable anywhers, and & NCR & outside Delhi. to sale upto Plus Ref. No/SSCDL/2021/Tender/02/21  Satna, Dated: 20.01.2021
MORTH Specifications for Road and Bridge Works. Where the specifica- 12 02 2021 14 00 hrs 180/ Tender No: 2021_UAD_1 24804_1

fion for a work {ﬁg‘ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ"gﬁ;&iﬁ"y Practics shall be adopted to the 10 '00 h ol s b L G S_‘[’_ Online tender through e-tendering is invited by Satna Smart City
Sohedule 5> | Trucks & Tempo Services 0.50 Lac [ 10. rs. to| Submission Development Limited (SSCDL), Satna, M.P. for the work of Design,
Project Completion Schedule : for loadi 'T ding & 17.00 hrs on| upto 17.00 Engineering, Procurement, Construction and Development of
2. Project Milestone-I . : ; ; : "

(i) Pl;'g}:; Mil\:ssto%nee-l shall occur on the date falling on the 192nd (One orloa Ing’. unioa Ing . a” WOrk|ng hrS. AmOdha Talab with Op_eratlo_n and Mam_tenance of_entlre faCIIIty for
Hundred Ninety Two) day from the Appointed Date (the “Project transportation of Goods in days period of Five years including Marketing, collection of Revenue
?'Efé};”c‘i'“hi}'esm.u Delhi & NCR & outside Delhi. ’ during Operation and Maintenance period (Second Call) in Satna,
(i) Project Milestone-Il shall occur on the date falling on the 329th (Three Madhya Pradesh.

The

7. Submission of Performance Security (PS) and
Additional Performance Security (APS), if any

The provision of Performance Security (PS) and Additional Performance
Security (APS), will be as per Latest office Memorandum of Ministry of
Finance Department of Expenditure procurement Policy Division vide
their No.F.9/4/2020-PPD dated:- 12/Nov/2020 (The bidder has to provide
3% of PS within 30 days of receipt of LOA)

"Khadi Gramodyog Bhavan,

assigning any reason.

No:-NIT/Corr/7798-7805

Dated: 19-01-2021 DIPK-11997

R&B Project Circle Division 1st, Srinagar.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

New Delhi".

detailed terms and conditions are given in tender document which can be
purchased by paying cash, on any working day between 10.00 Hrs. to 17.00 Hrs.
Tender forms can also be downloaded from our website www.kvic.org.in,

The brief details of the project are as below:

(i) Estimated Project Cost: INR4.24 Cr (Including Maintenance)
(if) Document Download/Sale Start Date: 21.01.2021,18:00 Hrs
(i) Bid Submission Start Date : 21.01.2021, 18:30 Hrs

however, the cost of tender form will have to be deposited along with the tender
form in the shape of demand draft / pay order drawn in favour of

The Dy. C.E.O / General Manager has right to cancel one or all the tenders without

Asstt. Director

(iv) Bid Submission Closing Date: 18.02.2021, 15:00 Hrs
For eligibility details, EMD and terms & condition of the tender
please visit https://mptenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Satna Smart City Development Limited
Satna (M.P.

New Delhi
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Missing since 2008, Kutch cattle herder
released from Pakistan jail, reaches Amritsar

GOPAL KATESHIYA
RAJKOT, JANUARY 22

ISMAIL SAMA, a cattle herder
from Nana Dinara village in
Gujarat’s Kutch district who
went missing in 2008 and was
later found in a Pakistani jail, was
released on Friday following an
order by the Islamabad High
Courton January 14.

Ismail reached the Indian
Red Cross Society’s branch in
Amritsar after Pakistani officers
handed him over to Indian au-
thorities.

Nana Dinaravillage is located
near Khavda, around 50 km from
on the Indo-Pakistan border in
Bhuj taluka of Kutch district.

Ismail went missing on
August 28, 2008, and his wife
Kamabai believes that her hus-
band lost his way and inadver-
tently crossed over to the
Pakistan side of the border or
was abducted by Pakistani bor-
der guards.

For about a decade, the fam-
ily had no news about him until

(Above) Ismail Sama;
(left) His son Ataulla and
wife Kamabai near their
home in 2018. Express

RafiqJat, a native of a nearby vil-
lage returned home after being
released from Pakistan in
October, 2017, and informed
them that he and Ismail were to-
gether in a Karachi prison.
Ataulla, 33, the eldest of
Ismail’s nine children, confirmed
that his father had reached
Amritsar. “At 6 pm on Friday, we
received a phone call on my fa-
ther’s mobile number. He had
left his phone back home when
he went missing and I had been
using that number since. He re-

membered that number and di-
alled it after reaching Amritsar.
Heis coming home after 13 long
years,” Ataulla told The Indian
Express over phone from Allaiya
Vandh area of Nana Dinara.

“He spoke to me, my mother
Kamabai and my younger
brother Qayum. My uncle Yunus
and deputy sarpanch of our vil-
lage, FazallaSama, are already on
their way to Amritsar to receive
him,” Ataulla said.

Citing documents he ac-
cessed under the Right to

Elephant dies after burning
tyre attack in TN, two held

ARUN JANARDHANAN &
NITHYA PANDIAN
CHENNAI, COIMBATORE,
JANUARY 22

AN ELEPHANT has died near
Ooty due to severe bleeding
caused by a burning tyre thrown
atitbylocal residents on January
8.Two days afterits death, Tamil
Nadu Police on Friday arrested
two people in this connection.

According to a senior forest
official, the elephant was at-
tacked on January 8 after it had
damaged a luxury car parked at
Mavanahalla near Masinagudi.
Avideo of the attack emerged on
social media, following which an
investigation was conducted.

“They threw a tyre filled with
kerosene at the elephant, which
was already being treated by the
forest department for a deep
backinjury,” he said.

LCS Srikanth, deputy director
of Mudumalai Tiger Reserve
(Buffer Zone), whois in charge of
the area, said they booked one
more person and he was out of
station.

“The two persons detained
were arrested today and will be
sent for remand,” he said.

The arrested have been iden-
tified as Reymond Mallan
Malcolm (28) and Prasath
Sugumaran (36). According to
local residents, the elephant was
attacked after it came close to a
resort run by Malcolm.

The residents said people
from the resort frequently used
to call the forest department to
chase the elephant away from

Avideograb of the attack on the elephant near the resortin
the Nilgiris; (right) the two who have so far been arrested.

residential areas, and have ac-
cused the forest staff of not mon-
itored the animal properly.

Nilgiris District Collector
JInnocent Divya confirmed that
orders have been passed to seal
the resort.

Vijay Krishnaraj of the Nilgiris-
based United Conservation
Movement (UCM) Movement,
said the injured elephant was be-
ing treated for about 45 days by
the forest department. “They
were administering medicine
and feeding fruits. While han-
dling it was tough, there was one
forest watcher who was taking
care of the elephant all these
days,” Krishnaraj said.

The forest official and
Krishnaraj said the reason for the
death was severe bleeding.
“After they threw the flaming
object, it had damaged the ear
lobe leading to severe bleeding.
There were efforts to save the an-
imal but it died on January 19.
Similar incidents are increasing
in Mudumalai region,” said
Krishnaraj, referring to the poi-
soning of two tigers
recently.

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

NUMBER OF
VACCINATIONS
(JAN 22)
2,28,563

Total: 12,72,097

NUMBER OF ADVERSE
EVENTS AFTER
IMMUNIZATION
267
\ | Total:1,520
3é6 CASES: ACTIVE CASES: 1,88,688
el 1,06,25,428 | DEATHS: 1,53,032
UM TESTS: 19,01,48,024 | RECOVERIES: 1,02,83,708
~ CASES ‘ DEATHS ‘ RECOVERIES | TESTS
JAN21 14545 | 163 18,002 8,00,242
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM CASES
CASES (JAN21) TOTAL
Kerala 6,334 8,70,530
Maharashtra 2,386 20,00,878
Chhattisgarh 674 9,34,252
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM DEATHS
DEATHS (JAN 21) TOTAL
Maharashtra 53 51,848
Kerala 21 3,593
Punjab 15 5,535

Dataas onJanuary 21, released by Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Indian Council of Medical
Research and state governments. Often the numbers released every day contain data from previous days
as well. As such, trends based on daily numbers are only indicative and not definitive

An autopsy report revealed
thatithad severe injuries on the
back and burninjuries on the ear.

Meanwhile, Bellan, 55, an
anti-poaching watcher at
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve who
was assigned to take care of the
elephant, has been unable to
control his tears since its death.

“We named the elephant ‘SI'
because it walked like a strict po-
lice officer. SI frequently visited
our village before and it never did
any harm to the villagers... Its
condition was getting better and
the forest department employed
four more employees to monitor
itwith me...

“One night, SI wandered
away towards Mavanahalla in
search of food... The people at
the resort treated it badly and
threw a burning tyre on it,”
Bellan told The Indian Express.

“It was tired, had lost a lot of
blood and was in pain. Two vet-
erinary teams tranquilised it
with the help of Kumki ele-
phants... We tried to shift it to
Theppakadu Elephant camp,
about 1 km away... But we just
lostit,” he added.

Information (RTI) Act, Jatin Desai,
former general secretary of the
Indian chapter of Pakistan-India
People’s Forum for Peace and
Democracy (PIPFPD), said that
Ismail was awarded a five-year
jail term by a Pakistani court in
October 2011 on espionage
charge. His prison term ended in
October, 2016 but the cattle
herder continued to languish in
a Pakistani detention centre for
more than four years as Indian
authorities took time to confirm
his nationality.

During a hearing in the
Kulbhushan Jadhav case on
January 2, India reportedly
brought it to the notice of the
Islamabad High Court that Ismail
Sama continued to be detained
in Pakistan even after he had
served his prison term. The High
Court, while hearing the matter
againonJanuary 14, had ordered
Ismail’s release on January 22.

“Apparently Ismail was re-
leased on Thursday... Four years
is a very long time after one has
served his jail term. Both the
countries should adopt a mech-
anism by which citizens of the
other country are repatriated the
very next day after his or her le-
gal custody ends,” Desai told The
Indian Express.

Noormamad Sama, sarpanch
of Nana Dinara, said Fazalla and
Ismail’s stepbrother Yunus had
boarded a train from Gujarat on
Thursday for Amritsar after be-
ing infromed by Desai that Ismail
was likely to be handed over to
Indian authorities at the Wagah
border.

Fazalla Sama and Yunus

reached Ghaziabad by Friday
evening.

“We have reached Ghaziabad
and are expecting to reach
Amritsar by train on Saturday
morning. I received a call from
Ismail on Friday evening inform-
ing me that he was at the Indian
Red Cross Society branch in
Amritsar,” Fazalla, who alsoruns
Shri Manav Seva Panchham
Vistar Vikas Navjivan Trust, an
NGO working for the welfare of
people of western Kutch, said.

Desai said, “The cattle-herder
lives in a village on the border
and s jailed by Pakistan for walk-
ing a few kilometres from his
home. It takes more than a
decade for him to be released
and more than a 2,000-kilome-
tre long journey to come back
home.” Desai has also been ad-
vocating a no-arrest policy at sea
in cases when fishermen inad-
vertently cross the maritime
boundary.

A spokesperson for the
Pakistan High Commission in
Delhi confirmed that one fisher-
man was repatriated on Friday.

Old Bhopal tense as NGO gets
ownership of disputed land

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, JANUARY 22

THE OLD Bhopal areain Madhya
Pradesh remained under heavy
police bandobast Friday after the
district administration gave pos-
session on January 17 (Sunday)
of a disputed land parcel meas-
uring 2.88 acres, claimed to be a
graveyard by Muslim commu-
nity, to Rajdev Janseva Trust, an
NGO, many of whose trustees
are BJP and VHP leaders.

The Trust is now in the
process of constructing a bound-
ary wall and plans to build a
community hallin the area.

OnThursday, the residentsin
the area who had approached
the Wakf Tribunal for a stay on
construction work, shut down
their shops in protest. The Wakf
Tribunalis scheduled to hear the
ongoing title suit on January 23.

Earlier on Sunday, curfew
had to be imposed in the juris-
diction of three police stations
close to the disputed site while
section 144 was invoked in sev-
eral places in the area. Though
the curfew was lifted Monday;,
people’s movement close to the
disputed site remains restricted
and nearby markets are shut.

Pitambar Rajdev, Vice
President, Rajdev Janseva Trust,
said the trust which had con-
structed the Sindhi colony, will
develop acommunity hallin the
disputed land.

Of the 15 members of the
Trust, many hold positions in BJP,
VHP and are workers of RSS.
Trust member Alok Sharma, for-
mer mayor of Bhopal, is now the

Barricades near the disputed site. Express

vice president of BJP in MP; an-
other trustee Vishnu Khatri is the
sitting BJP MLA from Berasia;
Bhagwandas Sabnani, another
trustee, is state general secretary
of BJP; Shashibhai Seth, another
trustee, was the Sangh
Sanchalakin RSS.

Asked about the affiliation of
the trust with RSS, Pitambar
Rajdev, who is a VHP Prant
Pramukh, said afew membersare
affiliated with the RSS but the
trustisanindependent entity and
carries out social welfare work.

“The curfew had been im-
posed to ward off the repeat of
2001-like situation sensing the
sensitivity of the matter,” pointed
out DIG Bhopal, Irshad Wali. Back
then, the area had turned tense
when the trust tried to take pos-
session of the land.

When asked if the district ad-
ministration can allow the pos-
session of the disputed land
whenits still pending hearing in
the Wakf Tribunal, a court to set-

tle the dispute over Wakf prop-
erty, Bhopal Collector Avinash
Lavania said, “As per the Revenue
land records, the land belongs to
the Trust and there is no stay
from any court that prohibits
them from going ahead and tak-
ing possession. The issue of re-
ceiver has been resolved by the
SDM; hence, legally, the trust
was well within its rights to con-
struct a boundary wall to take
possession of its property.”
However, Sarwat Sharif
Khan, lawyer at the Madhya
Pradesh Wakf Board said the
matter to decide the final owner
of the land (title suite) was sub-
judice before the Wakf Tribunal,
the highest court to settle the
dispute of Wakf properties. “The
next hearing is on January 23.
However, the Trust illegally took
possession of the disputed land
with the help of the district ad-
ministration,” he alleged.
FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

About a boy who ran away from home, a
lonely room and 5 months of online classes

KAMAAL SAIYED
SURAT, JANUARY 22

ITHAD been months. He missed
his friends, teachers, the chatter
in the classroom, and playing
cricket. Online classes were not
the same. “I could see on a tiny
mobile phone screen the teacher
writing something on a black-
board. I could neither read what
they wrote nor hear what they
said,” he says.

OnJanuary 18, carryingawa-
ter bottle, chips, and his bicycle,
the 14-year old Class 8 student
ran away from his home in Surat
to an uncle in Bhayander,
Mumbai, 280 km away.

He left the phone behind, and
anote: telling his parents he was
sorry for the trouble but he was
going “far away”; “Yeh online
classes mein kuchch samajh nahin
aata (I can't get anything in these
online classes)”.

On Thursday, his parents got
him back. His school plans to
send over two teachers home for
counselling.

The principal of the school,
an English-medium, grant-in-
aid institution, says the 14-year-
old is a good student but has

been irregular since the online
classes began five months ago.
While he scored 74 per cent in
Class 7, he didn't appear in the
recent school exams.

The Rander police are not
planning any action, apart from
sending over some personnel to
talk to the teenager. “We trust his
statement. He has not commit-
ted any crime. The boy has re-
turned safely,” says an inspector.

The teenager, who aspires to
become a pilot, says he felt
“ghunglaman (suffocated)” since
the Covid lockdown began.

The family's one-bedroom
flat on the sixth floor of an apart-
ment building in Adajan is bare
but for a divan, a television case
withnoTVinit,and a few chairs.
Once his parents, who are to-
bacco vendors, left for work, he
would spend days alone in the
room, staring at the mobile
phone -- days which quickly
turned to months. He has no
siblings.

Almost the only time he
stepped out was to help his par-
ents carry tobacco bags up.

“Ilove playing cricket, but all
my friends stay far away,” he
says.

Meanwhile, he kept falling

behind in studies, with tuitions
also stopped and no one to help
him with problems.

The school principal says
they called his parents three
times for a meeting, concerned
about the “above average, well-
behaved” teenager skipping
classes.

“But they didn't come.
Knowing that the family is not
well-off financially, we had
waived his fees for six months.
We also gave the boy books,” the
principal said.

The 14-year-old could only
think of one escape, to his grand-
mother and uncle, who live in
Bhayander. His parents and he
also lived in Bhayander till six
years ago, but moved to Suratin
the hope of a better life. He had
last met his uncle and grand-
mother before the pandemic
began.

When he left for Bhayander,
on the bicycle gifted by his un-
cle, he thought he would “never
return”, he says.

“We used to go to Mumbai by
road on my father's motorbike,
so I was aware of the route and
that it was 280 km away," he
says, claiming to have taken lifts
with truck drivers, choosing only

the elderly ones to be safe, and
riding his bicycle alternately, to
make it to Mumbai. He claims to
have spent a difficult, cold night
atthe back of a truck, till a guard
lent him a blanket. He says he
thought of calling his parents to
tell them he was safe, but was
scared they would be very angry
or come with the police. “I am
afraid of the police.”

Around 10.30 pmon January
19, he knocked on his uncle's
door. “They were happy to see
me.ljustate and slept. My uncle
knowing I had left home with-
out telling my parents called up
my father to tell him where |
was.”

The Rander police was also
on his trail, having figured out
with the help of CCTV footage of
the apartment that he had left
home on his bicycle.

OnJanuary 20, his parents ar-
rived in Bhayander to get him
back. Sitting with him at home,
the father says they would never
nag him to study again, or “leave
him alone at home”. “We work
hard to ensure he has a comfort-
able life, now we will work to
keep him happy.”

This Sunday, he will drive his
son to his friend's house to play.

New Delhi

ABUSE AT BILASPUR SHELTER

State WCD dept
recommends closure
of Ujjawala home

GARGIVERMA
BILASPUR, JANUARY 22

The Chhattisgarh Women and
Child Development (WCD) de-
partment on Friday is learnt to
have recommended to the
Centre that the Ujjawala home
in Bilaspur, where several
women have alleged sexual
abuse by the staff, be shut down.
The recommendation has
been made on the basis of a re-
port submitted by officials of the
department on the situation at
the shelter, run by NGO
Shivmangal Shikshan Samiti.
The Samiti’s president
Jitendra Mourya, who has been
charged with sexually abusing
women staying at the shelter
and arrested on Thursday, was
sent to judicial custody on Friday.
According to sources, officials
of the state WCD department
conducted a “sudden examina-
tion” at the Ujjawala home on
January 18, a day after three
women escaped from the shel-
ter home with the help of the
family members of one of them.
These women later went to
the police station and com-
plained about sexual and physi-
cal abuse at the shelter. The po-
lice thenregistered an FIR under
bailable sections. After the
women'’s statements were
recorded in front of a civil judge
inthe district court on Thursday,
the police added sections of rape
and assault to the FIR and
nabbed Mourya.
It is learnt that the report
submitted by the WCD depart-
ment director and her team says

ED searches
offices of Viva
Group, run by
Vasai MLA’s kin

KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
MUMBAI, JANUARY 22

that women at the home were
scared and not ready to speak. Of
the seven women at the home,
two are learnt to have told the
panel that they were kept there
forcefully after police took them
there.

One of them, a 27-year-old
woman, is learnt to have told the
panel that she had left her home
to start working and living inde-
pendently. She said that after liv-
ingat the shelter home foraweek,
she tried to leave and her family
came to take her home, but the
staff did not let her meet them.

Out of the seven women, one
each is from Assam, Odisha and
Uttar Pradesh, and four are from
Chhattisgarh.

The report, it is learnt, states
that the women have revealed in
separate interviews that they
were not given enough food or
articles of daily use like soaps,
and medical supplies. They were
“verbally abused, beaten and in-
timidated”, it noted.

The report states that the su-
perintendent Aarti Verma and
president Mourya used indecent
language with the inmates.
Further, the staff couldn’t explain
the allegations or the visiting
hours of Mourya.

The panel that examined the
home has evacuated the home
out of safety concerns.

“Three of the women were
handed over to their families af-
ter both sides accepted repatri-
ation. The rest have been accom-
modated in other centres for
women,” an official said.

So far, police have not ques-
tioned any of the women staff at
the Ujjawala home.

Row over FIR
after vandalism
of toilet in
Saharanpur

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 22

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED)Friday searched the offices of
Viva Group run by the family of
Vasai MLA and leader of Bahujan
Vikas Aghadi, Hitendra Thakur,
and two consultants to the group
in connection with its probe into
the alleged Rs 6,200 crore fraud
perpetrated by Housing Develop-
ment Infrastructure Limited
(HDIL)at Punjaband Maharashtra
Co-operative (PMC) Bank.

Thakuris a six-time MLA and
his party currently has three
MLAs in the Maharashtra
Assembly, including Thakur’s
son Kshitij. The party has ex-
tended support to the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government.

Sources said searches were
conducted at five locations after
the agency allegedly found
transfers of about Rs 250 crore
from HDIL to a clutch of compa-
nies associated with Viva Group.
These transfers, the ED has al-
leged, were done to siphon
money from HDIL.

When contacted, Hitendra
Thakur said, “l am not sure what
the ED is looking for. However,
all our transactions are through
cheque and we will give our jus-
tification to the agency.”

A ROW has erupted between
transport officials in Saharanpur
district and the Bajrang Dal, with
the group accusing Saharanpur
Roadways officials of falsely fram-
ing six of its workers in a case of
public toilet vandalism at the lo-
cal bus depot Wednesday.

The transport department’s
officials on Friday claimed they
named people in their complaint
based on information provided
by local people who witnessed
the incident. The miscreants al-
legedly raised objections as the
toilet was located close toa tem-
ple, and claimed religious senti-
ments of Hindus had been hurt.

The Saharanpur police have
arrested a person identified as
Kawaljeet Singh. “We have so far
identified four persons and they
have no association with any
Hindu outfits. In the video, there
are around 10-12 persons and
the process to identify others is
on,” said Saharanpur Circle
Officer Durga Prasad Tewari.

The officer said a local court
sent Kawaljeet Singh to judicial
custody on Thursday, and added
that the Hindu outfits in the re-
gion had denied involvement in
the incident.

4 held in Greater Noida over
medical student abduction

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 22

IN A joint operation, Uttar
Pradesh Police’s Special Task
Force (STF) and Gonda police on
Friday arrested four people, in-
cluding an Ayurvedic doctor, in
Greater Noidaand rescued a 19-
year-old medical student who
was abducted last week.

Additional Superintendent of
Police, STF, Raj Kumar Mishra
said, “While four people have
been arrested, one person is ab-
sconding.”

Aresident of Bahraich district,
Gaurav Haldar is a first-year stu-
dent of Bachelor of Ayurvedic
Medicine and Surgery (BAMS) at
a college in Gonda and stayed in
hostel. Police said the accused had
demanded aransom of Rs 70lakh
from his father, Nikhil Haldar.

Those arrested have been
identified as Dr Abhishek Singh,

his cousin Rohit Singh, Nitesh
Kashyap and Mohit Singh - all in
their twenties.

Main accused Abhishek has a
BAMS degree from a Bangalore
college and works at a Delhi hos-
pital. Police are conducting raids
to trace Abhishek’s colleague Dr
Preeti Mehra who was also in-
volved in the abduction and is at
large. “Preeti started calling
Abhishek and talked to him for
nearly four days. She asked Gaurav
to meet her outside his college in
Gonda on January 18,” said
Inspector, STF, Saurabh Vikram
Singh. “When Gauravreached the
spot to meet Preeti, the accused
dragged him inside the car,” said
Singh. He was then taken to Delhi,
Singh added.

On getting calls for ransom
Gaurav’s father, Nikhil Haldar, ap-
proached the police. The accused
were arrested after police laid a
trap for them at Knowledge Park
in Greater Noida.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

MoUNT 50K

Markets touch record highs on back of greater confidence over
economy. Optimism needs to be tempered with caution

N THURSDAY, THE BSE Sensex breached the historic 50,000 mark for

the first time. While the markets have since then been pulled down by

profit booking, the near 90 per cent rise in the Sensex from the depths

observed in March last year has been nothing short of spectacular.

Moreover, this surge has not been concentrated in a few select stocks, but
is more broad-based with the BSE mid and small cap indices also witnessing a similar
surge. Foreign investors have also flocked in droves — between April 1 and January 21,
foreign portfolio investors invested a net of Rs 2.41 lakh crore in Indian equities, the high-
est ever in a single year. Retail participation too has seen a spectacular pick up — around
10 million new demat accounts were opened in 2020. All this suggests that despite the
economy going through arguably the severest recession in decades, market participants
are optimistic about future prospects.

There are several possible explanations for the surge in the markets. First, there is far
greater optimism over the state of the economy than before with leading economic in-
dicators suggesting that a strong recovery is underway. Add to that expectations of a
smooth rollout of the Covid vaccine and as a consequence, demand firming up, especially
for high-contact services, there is reason to be optimistic. This view was echoed by econ-
omists at the RBI in their latest monthly outlook on the state of the economy, who noted
that “the recovery is getting stronger in its traction and soon the winter of our discon-
tent will be made glorious summer,” adding that “barring the visitation of another wave,
the worst is behind us”. Second, there are heightened expectations from the upcoming
Union Budget. Considering that the government has been rather conservative in its ap-
proach this year, there are expectations that the finance minister, in addition to announc-
ing steps to aid the economic recovery, will loosen the fiscal taps, providing the much-
needed fillip to the economy. And third, favourable liquidity conditions, both domestically
and globally, are playing a significant role in pushing up stock prices.

However, there is reason to be cautious. Even though markets are forward-looking, val-
uations appear to be stretched. The market is currently trading at a price to earnings ra-
tio of 34 that is far in excess of its long term average. While earnings will get upgraded,
this expansion in the earnings multiple will at some point adjust to the reality that the
economy still has a considerable distance to travel to recover to pre-COVID levels. Even
accounting for the faster recovery, the economy is likely to recover to 2019-20 levels, only
by around the end of 2021-22.

INVOLVES US ALL

SLAUGHTERING SENSE

Delhi civic body wants restaurants to display how their meat is
slaughtered. Itis a bad policy with suspect motives

POLICY CAN be criticised on many counts — for being superfluous and
wasteful, impractical, callous or even for being the instrument of alarger,
divisive agenda. The South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) order
making it mandatory for restaurants and eateries to display whether they
serve “halal” or “jhatka” meat and poultry has the rare distinction of
checking all these boxes. The food and beverage industry in the capital is still reeling from
the financial impact of the pandemic, and another unnecessary rule will only add to its
burden. According to meat traders, it is price and quality that determine the kind of meat
purchased by restaurants, not the method of slaughter. Besides, as multiple restaurateurs
told this newspaper, customers rarely inquire — or care — about how the meat they con-
sume is slaughtered. SDMC officials have also pointed out that enforcing the policy is nearly
impossible, since there is no way to distinguish between halal and jhatka in cooked meat.

Given the opposition to and futility of the policy, the only explanation for its promulga-
tion lies in the political ends it means to serve. A large chunk — about 80 per cent, by some
estimates — of the meat consumed in Delhi is “halal” because a majority of butchers be-
long to the Muslim community. It is also a vital sector because of the employment it gener-
ates. Moreover, in a country struggling with a malnutrition problem, animal proteins are an
essential part of the nutrition matrix. The rationale for the order, according to BJP SDMC
leader Narendra Chawla, is that it will “benefit the Khatik community”, which uses the
“jhatka” method. The motive, then, seems to be to communalise food and to pit people in-
volved in the animal trade against each other. By branding food served according to the re-
ligion of those who provide it, the BJP-controlled SDMCis trying to communalise food.

All this is being done by a municipal administration that is unable to meet even the
basic obligations to its employees. On Thursday, the Delhi High Court, while ordering the
state government and municipal corporation to pay the backlog of salaries and pensions
to its employees, said that it was “disgusted” by “absolutely no concern you have shown
for your employees”. Perhaps, rather than focusing on what notices restaurants need to
carry as a political ploy, the SDMC should focus on the needs of the city and its staff.

THE SANDERS STYLE

It's only apt that Bernie Sanders breaks the internet as Joe
Biden takes over as 46th president of US

ERNIE SANDERS IS everywhere, even if he is not in the White House. The

seasoned Democrat launched a million memes by turning up at US

PresidentJoe Biden’s inauguration in an ensemble that has been variously

described as “grumpy chic” and “going to the post office” look. Amid the

striking visuals of Vice-President Kamala Harris’s purple power suit, Lady
Gaga's operatic gown and Michelle Obama’s strikingly confident head-to-toe plum attire,
inwalked Sanders in an unfussy dun-coloured coat pulled up to his ears, carrying a manila
envelope and wearing thick mittens made of up-cycled sweaters — a picture of matter-
of-fact, we-have-got-work-to-do ordinariness.

It might be relief at the end of the tenure of a populist post-fact president, who pushed
the famed American democracy to the edge of a coup, at the return of the humdrum af-
ter the disruptive reign of Doland Trump, but the US interwebz went tipsy with amuse-
ment. The photograph of a masked Sanders, seated in a chair at the inauguration, unim-
pressed by the pomp all around, has been grafted on to millions of images, from Edward
Hopper paintings to Lord of the Rings scenes and New York street corners. It's apt, of
course, that American voters have not forgotten Sanders in this moment of transition.
The Vermont Senator eventually bowed out of the race to become the Democratic con-
tender for the presidential race, because his agenda was seen, in the final analysis, as too
radical and left-wing for the compromises needed to oil the wheels of democracy.
Nevertheless, his critique of American politics and corporate capture of capitalism, his
advocacy of affordable healthcare, increasing the minimum wage, among other things has
pushed the Democratic agenda towards a course correction, towards connecting with a
working-class that remains suspicious of the elite capture of democratic institutions.

Sanders was surprised by his breaking the internet. “In Vermont we dress warm...and
we're not so concerned about good fashion,” he said. For politicians across the world reel-
ing from the rise of autocratic populism, though, Sanders is a reminder that good old-
fashioned progressive politics will never go out of fashion.
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Food Maths

ImbalancesinIndia’s cereal economy
need more than a short-term fix

JEAN DREZE

THE PARADOX OF “hunger amidst plenty” has
haunted India for a long time and shows no
sign of going away. On the contrary, it reached
anew planein2020.Onthe one hand, the eco-
nomic recession precipitated by the COVID-
19 crisis and national lockdown exposed huge
numbers of people to food insecurity. Many
household surveys point to reduced food in-
take in both quantitative and qualitative terms.
The latest survey, Hunger Watch, suggests that
food insecurity continued well after the lock-
down. The government is trying to create an
impression that the crisis is largely over, but
forinformal-sector workers, hardship s likely
to continue for a long time.

On the other hand, excess cereal stocks
(mainly rice and wheat) have reached un-
precedented levels and are all set to grow fur-
ther in 2021. Bloated stocks reflect a grow-
ing imbalance between procurement and
distribution. According to the official
Foodgrains Bulletin, cereal procurement was
around 70 million tonnes in 2017-18, 80 mil-
lion tonnes in 2018-19, and close to 90 mil-
lion tonnes in 2019-20. This year, it may cross
100 million tonnes. Meanwhile, cereal dis-
tribution under the public distribution sys-
tem (PDS) and other welfare schemes has
stagnated at around 60 million tonnes.
Procurement and distribution do not match
because they are driven by independent
forces — procurement by minimum support
prices (MSPs), distribution by the norms of
the National Food Security Act (NFSA).

When the NFSA was being drafted 10 years
ago, cereal procurement was around 60 mil-
lion tonnes. The Planning Commission and fi-
nance ministry argued that it would not and
should not grow further, and insisted on 60
million tonnes as an upper bound for the ce-
real requirements of the NFSA. Ten years later,
procurement has actually grown by more
than 50 per cent.

The imbalance between procurement
and distribution was temporarily hidden in
2020 because additional PDS rations of 5 kg
per person per month were provided to
NFSA cardholders from April to November
under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY). This led to the release of
an extra 30 million tonnes or so, compared

This imbalance reflects the
excessive focus of subsidised
procurement on rice and
wheat. Perhaps the all-out
promotion of rice and wheat
served a purpose at one time,
when India faced a possible
danger of cereal shortage.
Today, it makes little sense.
Diversification of
agriculture, especially
towards nutritious crops
such as millets, pulses,
oilseeds and vegetables, is
important not only for better
nutrition but also to
promote equity and
sustainability. This requires
more balanced subsidies —
for instance, higher MSPs
for pulses, combined with
more active procurement
and the inclusion of pulses
in the PDS.

with normal levels. After reaching a peak of
nearly 100 million tonnes in July 2020 (more
than twice the buffer-stock norms), cereal
stocks stopped growing. But with the recent
discontinuation of PMGKAY, they are all set
to grow again in 2021.

In the short-term, there is no simple way
of closing the gap between procurement
and distribution other than expanding dis-
tribution. With farmers demanding higher
MSPs and being quite assertive about it, pro-
curement is unlikely to decline soon (except
in years of bad harvest). Exports would re-
quire massive subsidies, since MSPs tend to
be higher than world prices — almost 50 per
cent higher in the case of wheat today. So
would the use of excess stocks as cattle feed.
Large subsidies for exports or cattle feed (not
to speak of ethanol) would be hard to jus-
tify. Open-market sales would defeat the
purpose of MSPs.

The case for expanding distribution arises
notonly from the lack of sensible alternatives
butalso from the need to consolidate the food
security net in this crisis situation. Ad hoc
measures, often prone to confusion and cor-
ruption, should give way to sustained entitle-
ments. There are many possibilities in this re-
gard —expanding the Antyodaya programime,
updating the population figures used to cal-
culate NFSA coverage, raising monthly cereal
rations above the modest norm of 5 kg per
person, and universalising the PDS in rural ar-
eas and urban slums, among others. Just to
amplify the last option, universalising the PDS
in rural areas at NFSA rates (5 kg per person
per month)would require an extra allocation
of about 15-20 million tonnes per year —
barely half of the current gap between annual
procurement and distribution.

Another approach would be to simply
raise state-wise NFSA allocations by a fixed
percentage (say 20 per cent),and let the states
decide how to use the additional quotas
within the PDS framework. During the last few
months, many states have tried to expand the
coverage of the PDS as a relief measure, but it
is hard for them — especially the poorer states
—todo it without central assistance.

Aside from a major gap between cereal
procurement and distribution, there is also a

looming imbalance between production and
consumption. Cereal production has been
well above 250 million tonnes for five years in
arow,and is likely to cross 280 million tonnes
this year. According to the second India
Human Development Survey, average cereal
consumption was alittle below 12 kg per per-
son per month 2011-12. Using this bench-
mark, aggregate cereal consumption is likely
to be around 200 million tonnes today, in a
normal year. Sustained poverty reduction
would perhaps raise it alittle beyond that, but
not much. Cereals have other uses than hu-
man consumption, but it is not clear how well
the surplus can be used.

This imbalance reflects the excessive fo-
cus of subsidised procurement on rice and
wheat. Perhaps the all-out promotion of rice
and wheat served a purpose at one time,
when India faced a possible danger of cereal
shortage. Today, it makes little sense.
Diversification of agriculture, especially to-
wards nutritious crops such as millets, pulses,
oilseeds and vegetables, isimportant not only
for better nutrition but also to promote equity
and sustainability. This requires more bal-
anced subsidies — for instance, higher MSPs
for pulses, combined with more active pro-
curement and the inclusion of pulses in the
PDS. The feasibility of including pulses in the
PDS was amply demonstrated in 2020 under
the PMGKAY — this could work wonders for
farmers, poor people, and the environment.
Diversification also calls for other forms of
public support (such as marketing arrange-
ments, credit facilities, scientificadvice, effec-
tive insurance), especially for small farmers
and deprived regions.

Sooner or later, the double imbalance in
India’s cereal economy (between procure-
ment and distribution as well as between pro-
duction and consumption) will need more
than ashort-term fix. Meanwhile, the need of
the hour is to expand distribution under the
PDS. Failing that, the country is heading to-
wards another round of wasteful stock accu-
mulation even as poor people struggle to feed
their families.

The author is Visiting Professor at the
Department of Economics, Ranchi University

THE WHATSAPP FIX

Adata protection law would have made its privacy update illegal

SUBIMAL BHATTACHARJEE

IN NOVEMBER 2014, WhatsApp adopted the
Signal protocol for end-to-end encryption af-
ter its acquisition by Facebook in February in
the same year. Since then, it has grown to be
the most popular app for IPmessaging and te-
lephony with almost two billion users world-
wide, of which 400 million are in India, the
largest in any country. WhatsApp’s unique
blend of text, audio and voice messaging and
calling platform with the end-to-end encryp-
tion has allowed the company to maintain its
pole position, despite hiccups like the Pegasus
malware episode.

It is, therefore, surprising that a platform
that has made a virtue out of protecting user
privacy is trying to force its updated terms of
service (ToS)and privacy policy on users. The
policy seeks consent from users to allow the
platform to share their data with Facebook
and its companies, which means that
WhatsApp would share transaction data, mo-
bile device information, IPaddresses and other
metadata on how users interact with busi-
nesses on WhatsApp. Such sharing would be
done with the user being notified before the
start of a chatif the business uses Facebook to
store and analyse data and the user would
have the option of blocking the business.

However, even this would defy the princi-
ple of purpose limitation that has been the
yardstick of addressing privacy concerns at a
global level. Itis a fact that Facebook does not
have a stellar record of data protection of its
users, as the Cambridge Analytica data scam

In the most recent note, the
government referred to the
principle of purpose
limitation provisions in the
Personal Data Protection Bill
(PDPB) that was introduced
in Parliament in December
2019 and is currently being
discussed by a joint select
committee. It will be
pertinent to mention that
had the bill been passed by
now, WhatsApp’s move
would have been illegal.
Provisions in the bill
required that every data
intermediary has to take
explicit permission from

the user whose data would
be harvested.

during the 2016 US elections and Brexit is
proof.In 2018, there were reports of Facebook
entering into data-sharing deals with other
tech firms like Apple, Amazon and Spotify.

WhatsApp responded to widespread con-
cern by, first, trying to clarify that the update
did not change anything as far as the private
chats between individuals and groups were
concerned and that the data would be shared
only for business interactions. It then issued
large media ads and finally proposed to defer
the implementation by about three months
toMay 15,2021. But these stepsdidn’t stop the
exodus of many users to alternate online mes-
saging services like Signal and Telegram.

The Indian government has also sent a
strong note, seeking the company’s response
to 14 queries related to their practices in India
and asking the platform to withdraw those
proposed changes. This note has sent a clear
message to WhatsApp to not subject Indian
users to greater information security risks and
vulnerabilities with the consolidation of data
from WhatsApp and Facebook. In 2019, dur-
ing the revelations of the Pegasus hacking the
IT minister had taken a similar stand, forcing
WhatsApp to commit to a few deliverables. In
the mostrecent note, the government referred
to the principle of purpose limitation provi-
sions in the Personal Data Protection Bill
(PDPB) that was introduced in Parliament in
December 2019 and is currently being dis-
cussed by a joint select committee. It will be
pertinent to mention that had the bill been

passed by now, WhatsApp’s move would have
beenillegal. Provisions in the bill required that
every data intermediary has to take explicit
permission from the user whose data would
be harvested. Even the method of data classi-
fication into sensitive personal data and crit-
ical data has been defined and their process-
ing possibilities mentioned in the bill.

Clearly, the government has to make the
PDPB into law sooner than later so that such
restrictive practices can never be introduced
inthefirst place. After all, WhatsApp did make
an exception for its users in the European
Union. At the same time, for the Competition
Commission of India, thisis a classic case of an
organisation using its near monopolistic
power in the market to push through some-
thing that is not in the consumer interest.

The fact remains that tech giants need
more legal and regulatory watch, given the
digital proliferation in the country. As Digital
India expands and brings in more users from
the current base of 70 crore, and more take to
social media for communications and busi-
ness, they must be ensured a safer digital
space, given that most wouldn’t be aware of
the reach of the data being generated. For now,
WhatsApp has to roll back the TOS and pri-
vacy policy and think of methods to allow opt-
inand opt-out choices so that forced consent
is never made the order of the day.

The writer is a member of the editorial board
of the cyber journal of Chatham House
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BoOND CONTROVERSY

The Planning Commission was not con-
sulted on the bonds meant to mop up black
money to the tune of Rs 25,000 crore in the
country. One of the members of the com-
mission feels that not enough homework
was done before deciding on the bondsas a
measure to clean up black money. In the
earlier schemes — for example, the 1976
voluntary disclosures — the Planning
Commission was involved. This time they
came to know about the bonds from news-
papers. Inquires made by the Finance
Ministry reveal that even those officials
who deal with the subject were not taken
into confidence. The proposal seems to be
the brainchild of one official, who, accord-

ing to his colleagues, “sold a pup to the
Prime Minister”. Whether due to secrecy
concerns, or some other reasons, there were
very little discussions even within the gov-
ernment before the ordinance on bonds
were issued.

AKALIS SCORE A POINT

Opposition parties forced the Punjab gov-
ernment to abandon the approved pro-
gramme for the State Assembly and made it
agree to a re-convene the business advisory
committee for a fresh look at the business to
be transacted during the Budget Session.
The government decision came after mem-
bers of the Akali Dal (Talwandi) satin a
protest dharna inside the House for more

New Delhi

than an hour, demanding an immediate
meeting of the BAC during the first session
of the assembly.

PM’S MESSAGE

ADMITTING THAT THE country was pass-
ing through a grave economic crisis due to
the rise in prices of essential commodities
and inflationary trends, Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi called on the people to unit-
edly fight the test which the nation was
passing through. She said that the youth de-
served more opportunities in nation build-
ing and asked them to come out of the grip
of anarchist forces who posed a threat by
constantly disrupting the country’s law
and order.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“China can be a partner with the US in fighting COVID-19, resolving climate
problems and promoting growth. Compared with confrontational policies, the
China-US cooperation is obviously more conducive to realising Washington's

new ambitions.”

—GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

and care work. The pandemic has only sharpened this inequality

AMRITA DUTTA

THE KITCHEN IS A place of nourishment and
skill —but also of the exhausted, unvoiced rage
of Indian women. That anger simmers in the
just-released Malayalam film, The Great Indian
Kitchen. But before it boils over, the camera
lingers on the hands of women at work: Slicing
carrots, peeling tapioca, washing cups, scrub-
bing dishes, grinding coconut into a chutney
onastone slab, sweeping, mopping, washing.
Breakfast follows lunch follows dinner. The
men read the newspaper or stretch into a yoga-
asana, call out for tea (with milk for him, and
without for someone else). They ask for the
toothbrush to be handed over and know hot
dosas will find the plate, unasked. Scene after
scene looks at the never-quite-finished
women’s labour at home —as well as the easy;,
polite entitlement with which men receive the
fruits of that work, not even a haldi stain on the
assumption that this is how it should be.

This unsettling look at domestic drudgery
— both in Jeo Baby’s The Great Indian Kitchen
and the Bengali film Tasher Ghawr, about a
housewife trapped with her abusive husband
inlockdown — is rare in contemporary popu-
lar culture. Indeed, to many of us, food is daily
pleasure and aestheticism, a link to cultures
and histories that make us. But like the salt that
disappears into a sambhar or adal doneright,
the arduous labour of women in the kitchen
and home (and their lack of choice in opting
outofit)is an essential — and ignored — ingre-
dient of Indian lives. Here are the facts: The
NSSO time-use survey 2019 of nearly 4.5 lakh
Indians reveals that women spend nearly five
hours every day on unpaid domestic work,
compared to 98 minutes by men. Less than 6
per cent of Indian men are involved in cook-
ing, compared to 75 per cent women.

The home is where the majority of Indian
women perform work that sustains house-
holds and enables men (and privileged
women)to take up productive paid jobsin the
economy. Even for those women who take up
work outside the home, domestic responsibil-
ities shape their choice of work and profes-
sional progress. The drag on Indian women’s
labour force participation (one of the lowest
in the world) is not only a function of low ed-
ucation and social status, but also, to a signifi-
cant extent, of culture — the basket of values
that, by tying women'’s identity tightly to the
supervision of children and home, nudges
them out of the workforce. “Why do you want
totake up ajob, when the work you doat home
ismore important than that of ministers?” says
the father-in-law to the newly-wed daughter-
in-law in The Great Indian Kitchen. Like
Schrodinger’s cat, the domestic work per-
formed by wives and daughters is both price-
less, and of little value.

No matter the strides in education and so-
cial practices, in the political and cultural dis-
course about women, marriage and home are
still seen, unquestioningly, as the rightful and
natural context for women'’s lives. So much so
that economist Swaminathan Aiyar can pre-
scribe work-from-home (WFH) as a fix to the

Home, alone

A false hierarchy of gender and caste practices has devalued domestic

problem of too few women in the workforce
because a) “they do not have to leave home
and face molestation or badnaami” and b) be-
cause it can make it feasible for them to do
“both office and family chores”. The Supreme
Court Chief Justice finds it possible to suggest
that women farmers from Punjab give up their
space in democratic protests and return home,
rather than bargain for their economic rights.
Itis the same daddy complex that leads to anti-
conversion laws meant to “rescue” Hindu
women in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh
from the exercise of their own will — and re-
turn them to their families, their homes.

For a brief while last year, the middle-class
lockdown home — by becoming a simultane-
ous space for salaried work and unpaid house-
work — made it impossible to ignore the toil
that sustained a house. In the absence of do-
mestic help, schools and childcare, women
were stretched thin — but men, too, did more
at home. A study by economist Ashwani
Deshpande found that the gender gap in do-
mestic work shrunk during the lockdown, but
widened again by August, when many men
returned to employment.

Around April, I had stepped into full-time
kitchen work for the first time in my life, ears
ringing with the mocking prophecy of aunts
(“In the end, no woman escapes the pressure
cooker”). All my life I had determined that I
would not turninto my mother, animmensely
capable woman whose talent and energy
ought not to have been circumscribed by the
dazzling meals she cooked, and the exacting,
punishing standards of domestic work by
which sheran her life. But, here, [ was. Working
with my mother in the kitchen, I learnt with
my hands whatIknew in theory — that this is
work that demands skill, creativity and organ-
isation; that like all physical labour, it rewires
and restores the rhythm of the body; thatital-
lows the sharing of pleasures that makes us
human. Why, then, do men not feel the need to
acquire this life still?

Could a salary for housework paid by the
state,as Makkal Needhi Maiam (MNM) leader
Kamal Haasan has promised Tamil Nadu
women voters, be a way to value this work?
While a refreshing acknowledgement of the

The home is where the
majority of Indian women
perform work that sustains
households and enables men
(and privileged women) to
take up productive paid jobs
in the economy. Even for
those women who take up
work outside the home,
domestic responsibilities
shape their choice of work
and professional progress.
The drag on Indian women’s
labour force participation
(one of the lowest in the
world) is not only a function
of low education and social
status, but also, to a
significant extent, of culture
— the basket of values that,
by tying women’s identity
tightly to the supervision of
children and home, nudges
them out of the workforce.

CR Sasikumar
labour that subsidises the economicactivities
of society, the proposal leaves the fundamen-
tal hierarchy of the patriarchal home unchal-
lenged — thata woman’s place is in the home
—and absolves it of change. A salary also pre-
supposes a worker’s ability to bargain for
higher wages, and exit her workplace. Can
these negotiations take place in the home,
which places men’s needs and pleasures atthe
centre of its workflow? More importantly, how
can women determine a fair price, when the
labour that sustains homes is so consistently
devalued? These are important questions,
given that the economic shock of the pan-
demic is bound to push more women out of
the workforce — and into unpaid domestic
service. According to Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE) data, while men re-
covered most of their lost jobs by November
2020, women didn’t —49 per cent of joblosses
were of women.

Afalse hierarchy of gender and caste prac-
tices has, indeed, devalued the essential work
that sustains us — whether cleaning or cook-
ingor the care of infants and elderly. It allows
caste-privileged women and nearly all men
to pass on this work to those from “lower
castes” and the impoverished — for low
wages. This fundamental inequality robs
women of self-worth, but also stunts men
into pre-fabricated social roles. It radiates out
of the home into the public sphere. It shapes
workplaces that reward 24x7 male workers
who can afford to ignore the demands of the
home; eases out women who shoulder pre-
cisely that burden or confines them in sup-
portive, secondary roles. It leads to abysmal
wages paid to domestic workers. Care work
performed by women, largely from the lower
castes, remains devalued even in the middle
of apandemic, as is evident in the struggle of
ASHA workers. Even professions such as
teaching, that tend to employ more women,
remain low-paying.

Dismantling these hierarchies — and ex-
panding the imagination of women as citizens
independent of the home — might make the
family a nourishing place, not only for men.

amrita.dutta@expressindia.com

Rollback is not the answer

Farm laws are only way to push agriculture out of low-income trap

ATANU PURKAYASTHA

INDIAN AGRICULTURE GREW at about 1 per
cent per annum in the 50 years before
Independence. It has grown at about 2.6 per
cent perannum in the post-Independence era
to become the world’s second-largest food
producer. This transformation has been pos-
sible through increasing the area under cul-
tivation and adoption of modern production
technologies. Though agriculture is India’s
main occupation, its contribution to GDP hov-
ersaround 17 per cent because farm produc-
tivity has almost stagnated. Feeding the
world’s second-most populated country re-
mains a prime responsibility and the govern-
ment has to find ways to retain farmers’ in-
terestin agriculture.

Compared to the world average of 11 per
cent, around 51 per cent of India’s area is al-
ready under cultivation, with rainfed drylands
constituting 65 per cent of the net sown area.
There is no further scope to increase the area
under cultivation and agriculture research fa-
tigue has strangled crop productivity.
According to the last agricultural census, of
14.57 crore agricultural holdings in the coun-
try, 12.56 crore (86.21 per cent) are small and
marginal holdings (less than 2 hectares) rep-
resenting 47 per cent of the total operated
agricultural area. With an average of at least
four members per family, agriculture is the
source of livelihood for this half a billion peo-
ple, generating an approximate monthly in-
come of Rs 6,000 — Rs 50 per person per day.
It is this segment of the farming community
whose income from agriculture needs to be

enhanced to stop their migration to the non-
agriculture sector.

World over, it is the farmer who decides
the market price of his produce, but in India,
itis decided by intermediaries. During har-
vest, agricultural production centres see a glut
of produce at throwaway prices whereas
shortages and high prices rule the roost at
consumption centres. About 16 per cent of
fruits and vegetables and 10 per cent of
oilseeds, pulses and cereals perish before
reaching the consumer’s table, while the
Global Hunger Index (GHI) of International
Food Policy Research Institute ranked India
100th out of 118 countries in 2018. The 15th
Finance Commission observed that power
subsidies imperil our already-stretched
groundwater resources. India’s electricity con-
sumption inagriculture is far greater than any
comparable country and withdrawal of
groundwater is more than China’s and the
US’s put together.

Over the years, influenced by government
interventions like MSP, seed, fertiliser subsi-
dies, our agriculture production system has
been primarily rice-wheat centric. These in-
terventions were once essential for food se-
curity. Once achieved, they should have been
tweaked to enforce reforms to bring agricul-
ture in tune with market demands, incentivise
crop diversification, and create infrastructure
to modernise agriculture. The economic
boom of the last 25 years is due to the open-
ing up of the economy that began under
Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao. This is ex-

actly what is required in the agricultural sec-
tor. The three farm laws reforming the agri-
culture sector are much-needed.

Processing is the mantra to generate
higher income from agri-produce and calls
for private investment. However, private in-
vestment entails profit-making and for this
to happen, the investor needs to have asay in
the sale of the agriculture produce. This is pos-
sible when the investor has alegal agreement
or “contract” with the farmer-producer guar-
anteeing sale of produce at pre-determined
quality, quantity and price. This is what the
Farmers (Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement On Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act, 2020 provides for. The Act envis-
ages the investor to provide farm services in
the form of technology infusion for achieving
the desired production, protection against ac-
quisition of farmer’s land and dispute redres-
sal mechanism. The apprehension that this
Act would lead to the exploitation of farmers
is unfounded.

Not receiving the right price is the main
reason for farmers’ dissatisfaction. The
Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 now
gives liberty to the farmer-producers to sell
their produce to any trader or through mod-
ern electronic platforms to any place at a price
decided by him. The Act also defines who is
the trader of agricultural commodities, sets
the time limit for payments and includes a
dispute redressal system. This Act liberates
the sector from the APMC Act, which provided

an opportunity for the middleman to dictate
prices and pocket a lion’s share of profits.

Creation of storehouses etc. makes it pos-
sible inter alia to store perishable agri-pro-
duce and make them available during the off-
season when prices are high and maintain
year-round supply of agri-raw materials for
processing factories. Keeping these require-
ments in mind, the Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020 was passed to regu-
late the supply of certain foodstuffs only un-
der extraordinary circumstances. To prevent
the black marketers from taking the advan-
tage of this well-intended law, a rider could
have been added setting limits on the storage
of directly-consumable products.

The three Farm Acts intended to break the
logjam in the agriculture sector. How they
hamper farmers’ interest has not been ex-
plained by any of the agitating farmers’ or-
ganisations or their political sympathisers.
The argument that these laws would result in
loss of state revenue is absurd as the state can-
not earn revenue by keeping farmers in per-
petual poverty.

If the farm laws are to be repealed, it
would sound a death knell for the efforts to
improve the agriculture sector, for no politi-
cal party in government would ever dare carry
out agricultural reforms again, much like how
the family planning programme has been for-
gotten in the country.

The writer is former agriculture secretary,
government of West Bengal

The listening deficit

The fundamental reform India — and

the world — nee

dsis the process of

listening to other perspectives

ARUN MAIRA

omists have been very criticalinrecent years
of the Supreme Court’s “interference” in the
economy, with its decisions in tax matters,
etc. Itdoes not have the necessary expertise
for economic policies, they say. Caughtin the
impasse of agriculture reforms, the govern-
ment now seems inclined to let the Supreme
Courtdecide what should be done. Is this not
an admission that the government and the
economists who advise it do not have the ex-
pertise required for democratic governance?

“THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS cannot be al-
lowed to be subverted through unlawful
protests,” Prime Narendra Minister Modi
tweeted, commenting on the storming of the
US Capitol by Donald Trump’s supporters.
Meanwhile, thousands of farmers are
camped in bitterly cold weather around
India’s capital. They are peacefully protest-
ing amendments to farm laws the govern-
ment has rammed through without a dis-
cussion in the country’s elected Parliament.
They threaten to carry out a peaceful tractor
march in Delhi on the nation’s Republic Day
if their demands are not conceded by then.
These protests in the world’s two largest
democracies raise questions about the health
of the global democratic enterprise.

What is a “lawful” protest? Who deter-
mines whether the purpose of the protest is
lawful? And which methods of protest are
lawful? If such questions should be discussed
withinademocratically-elected Parliament
(or Congress), and if elected institutions do
not function, should the people not protest?
They must protest, albeit non-violently, in a
manner that will make their protest heard
asthe Indian farmers are, and the protestors
in Shaheen Bagh were.

Expertsadvising the government are pre-
pared for discussions with the farmers pro-
vided the discussions are “evidence-based”,
they say. Which raises more questions. What
isevidence required for? What isacceptable
asevidence? The experts have their own sci-
entific models about whatisimportant. The
farmers have their experience of what mat-
ters. Experts want more hard data. Whereas
farmers’ mistrust of the government’s inten-
tionsis based on their experience, including
the way in which the reforms are being
rammed on them. That’s not how democ-
racy is supposed to work, they protest.

Liberals everywhere are feeling threat-
ened by therise of autocraticleaders. Elected
leaders may say they work for the people and
listen to them. However, the experts who ad-
vise them plug people as numbers into their
scientific models, even looking down on
them as uneducated masses. When leaders
rely too heavily on expert advisers for solu-
tions, trust in elected leaders breaks down.
Trump rose up on a global wave of citizens’
mistrust in the way democratic institutions
are functioning. Trump may have fallen, but
the wave of illiberalism has not passed. Ithas
risen due to the failure, so far, of two projects
to meet citizens’ expectations of improve-
ments in the human condition — the project
of electoral democracy,and the project of sci-
entific rationality.

The Indian government is being urged by
economists and industrialists toimplement
economic reforms firmly. The people who
are the intended beneficiaries are not con-
vinced, as the farmers’ are saying. Even ex-
perts disagree amongst themselves whether
the reforms are the right ones. Indian econ-

The expansion of the idea of human
rights is the mother force of democracy.
Democracy is deepened by the realisation
that those who rule always have more power
than those they rule over. The nobility over
peasants; white people over coloured peo-
ple; upper castes over lower castes; employ-
ersover workers; men over women. Thead-
vance of ill-regulated capital across the world
inrecent years, to promote the ease of doing
business rather than ease of living, has given
those with more wealth greater power to
frame rules than citizens who have no
wealth. Democracy must correct this.

The fault-lines in democracy are: Ill-reg-
ulated capitalist markets are corroding
democracy; experts are misinformed about
realities; global elites, who are connected in
a global community transcending national
borders, are disconnected from common
people. They think “global” and believe that
thinking “national and local” is going back-
wards whereas people within countries
everywhere, especially those left behind in
the global race, want their governments to
look inwards to their needs first.

The Edelman Trust Barometer,an annual
global survey of citizens’ trustininstitutions
reported, in 2020, that: “A growing sense of
inequity is undermining trust in all institu-
tions — government, business, the media,
even NGOs.” Government, the media, and
NGOs are supposed to serve the people. Even
businesses realise they must be trusted by
the people for their license to operate. They
should not have to turn to the government
to convince citizens that big corporations are
good for the people. Because then the people
will believe that the government and corpo-
rations are in cahoots to serve corporate in-
terests, and they will lose faith in their own
government.

Trustis decreasing because no one is lis-
tening to others. The government is not lis-
tening to the people, neither are experts.
Expertsin their specialised silos are not even
listening to experts in other silos. Social me-
dia s forcing people further into gated com-
munities of “people like us” who are unable,
and unwilling, to listen to “people not like
us”. Democratic governance is breaking
down because no one is willing to listen to
people they don’t understand or agree with.

The fundamental reform India needs
(and the world too)isa “notech” one. Itis the
process of listening to people who do not
seem to think like we do. By listening to other
perspectives, we will comprehend the sys-
tem of which we are all small parts; and
economists will improve their science too.
Moreover, by listening better to each other
we can trust each other, and then we can
work together, democratically, to make the
world better for everyone.

Maira, a former member, Planning
Commission, is the author of Listening for
Well-Being: Conversations

with People Not Like Us

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

HASTE, WASTE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "Laws on
pause'(IE, January 22). The failure of the
government to implement the well-in-
tended and pro-farmer but hastily-en-
acted farm laws should make it realise
thatlaws enacted without the participa-
tion of the stakeholders are counterpro-
ductive. Its reluctance to put in practice
the labour codes and Citizenship
Amendment Act and the willingness to
defer the farm laws should teach it that
a delayed but doable decision is better
than a good but undoable decision.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

A CONTRADICTION

THIS REFERS TO the report, 'PM to dis-
tribute over 1 lakh land papers toindige-
nous people in poll-bound Assam’ (IE,
January 22). CM Sarbananda Sonowal's
announcement that landless indigenous
people will be allotted land means that
the government has recognised the ex-
istence of indigenous people in Assam.
Thisisat odds with the Centre's negation
in the UN Declaration that within the
country, the Indian state provides no
such recognition to any communities,
except as Scheduled Tribes.

LR Murmu, Delhi

GOOD START

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, '‘Biden's
burden'’ (IE, January 22). The US may
never have been as severely divided as it
is today. With Donald Trump having se-
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cured more than 70 million votes despite
being on the losing side and the kind of
violence we have seen in Washington re-
cently, the ball would be in President Joe
Biden's court to bridge this ever-deep-
ening divide. He seems to have started
on a positive note by passing a slew of
executive orders on his first day in office.

Bal Govind, Noida

NAME GAME

THISREFERS TO the editorial, 'Slaying the
dragon'’ (IE, January 22). Changing the
name of afruit just because it hints at (in-
correct) Chinese origins is illogical. If
India wants to become a great Asian
country, name-changing is not the way
togoaboutit.

Barad Krishnapalsinh, Ahmedabad
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

The cost of guaranteed MSP

Apart from repeal of farm laws, farmers are demanding guaranteed minimum support prices, which
have no legal backing. Alook at what the implications would be if the govt did provide the guarantee

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

FARMER UNIONS protesting on Delhi’s bor-
ders are raising two fundamental demands.
The first is for repealing the three agricultural
reform laws enacted by the Centre. The sec-
ond is to provide legal guarantee for the min-
imum support prices (MSPs) that the Centre
declares for various crops every year.
Currently, there is no statutory backing for
these prices or any law mandating their im-
plementation. What are the implications if
the government were to accept the farmer
unions’ demand?

How can MSP be made legally binding?

There are two ways it can be done.

The first is to force private buyers to pay
it. In this case, no crop can be purchased be-
low the MSP, which would also act as the
floor price for bidding in mandi auctions.
There’s already a precedent: In sugarcane,
mills are required by law to pay growers the
Centre’s “fair and remunerative price” — Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana fix even higher “state
advised prices” - within 14 days of supply. In
no other crop is the compulsion to pay the
government-announced MSP thrust on the
private trade/industry.

The second route is, of course, the govern-
ment itself buying the entire crop that farm-
ers offer at the MSP. In 2019-20, government
agencies — Food Corporation of India, National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation
of India and Cotton Corporation of India (CCI)
- procured 77.34 million tonnes (mt) of paddy
and 38.99 mt of wheat, worth roughly Rs
140,834 crore and Rs 75,060 crore at their re-
spective MISPs. Further, they purchased 105.23
lakh bales of cotton (VISP value of Rs 28,202
crore interms of raw un-ginned kapas),2.1 mt
of chana or chickpea (Rs 10,238 crore), 0.7 mt
eachofarharor pigeon-pea(Rs4,176 crore)and
groundnut(Rs 3,614 crore),0.8 mt of rapeseed-
mustard (Rs 3,540 crore) and 0.1 mt of moong
or green gram (Rs 987 crore).

But how much of farmers’ produce can
the government buy at MSP?

The MSP is now applicable on 23 farm
commodities: 7 cereals (paddy, wheat, maize,
bajra, jowar, ragi and barley), 5 pulses (chana,
arhar, moong, urad and masur), 7 oilseeds
(groundnut, soyabean, rapeseed-mustard,
sesamum, sunflower, nigerseed and saf-
flower) and 4 commercial crops (sugarcane,
cotton, copra and raw jute).

The chart shows that the MSP value of the
total production of the 23 crops worked out
toaround Rs 10.78 lakh crore in 2019-20. Not
all this produce, however, is marketed.
Farmers retain part of it for self-consumption,
seed for the next season’s sowing and also for
feeding their animals. The marketed surplus
ratio for different crops is estimated to range
from below 50% for ragi and 65-70% for bajra
(pearl-millet) and jowar (sorghum) to 75% for
wheat, 80% for paddy, 85% for sugarcane, 90%
for most pulses, and 95%-plus for cotton, jute,

CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

Paddy crop in Patiala district. The total value of India’s paddy production works out to Rs 3.2 lakh crore, going by MSP. Express Archive

soyabean and sunflower. Taking an average of
75% would yield a number of just over Rs 8
lakh crore. This is the MSP value of production
thatis the marketable surplus — which farm-
ers actually sell.

So, is this the money that the government
would have to spend in order to ensure
farmers get MSP?

Not really. To start with, one must ex-
clude sugarcane from the calculations. The
onus for paying cane MSP, as earlier pointed
out, lies on sugar mills and not the govern-
ment. Secondly, the government is already
procuring many crops — especially paddy,
wheat, cotton and also pulses and oilseeds.
The combined MSP value of the procured
quantities of these would have exceeded Rs
2.7 lakh crore in 2019-20.

Thirdly, government agencies don’t have
to buy every single grain that comes to the
market. Mopping up even a quarter or third
of the market arrivals is usually enough to
lift prices. Take cotton, where CCl has so far
procured 87.85 lakh bales out of the current
year’s (October 2020-September 2021) pro-
jected crop of 358.50 lakh bales. The state-
owned corporation’s intervention has led
to open market prices crossing the MSP for
kapas in most mandis, thereby not neces-
sitating further official purchases.

Fourth, the crop bought on government
account also gets sold. While such sales in
wheat and paddy - which are distributed
at super-subsidised rates under the
National Food Security Act - entail heavy
losses, those are far less in the remaining
MSP crops. The revenues realised from sales
would partly offset the expenditures from
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THE RESULTS of a new
study suggest that theim-
mune systems of people
infected with Covid-19
may rely on antibodies
created during infections
from earlier coronaviruses
(other than SARS-CoV-2)
to help fight the disease.

The study sought to
understand how coron-
avirusesignite the human
immune system and conductadeeper
dive on the inner workings of the anti-
body response. The published findings
appear in Cell Reports Medicine.

This knowledge could help re-
searchers design new diagnostics, eval-
uate the healing powers of convales-
centplasma, develop new therapeutic
treatments and — importantly — help

Note: The Jan 21 figure in this graph is based on the Health Ministry update on Jan 22

SARS-CoV-2 triggers antibodies
from past coronavirus attacks

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

ogy being developed at Translational
Genomics Research Institute and
Northern Arizona University .

examined the antibody responses from
two other potentially deadly coron-
aviruses: MERS-CoV and SARS-CoV-1.

design future vaccines or
monoclonal antibody
therapies capable of pro-
tecting against mutations
that may occur in the
Covid-19 virus.

The researchers used
a tool called PepSeq to
finely map antibody re-
sponses to all human-in-
fecting coronaviruses.
PepSeq s anovel technol-

Besides SARS-CoV-2, researchers

Source: Northern Arizona
University

MSP VALUE OF PRODUCTION
CROP VALUE
Paddy 3,20,821.57
Wheat 2,07,110.75
Sugarcane 97,817.50
Cotton 95,117.65
Chana 55,331.25
Groundnut 51,388.64
Maize 50,406.40
Soyabean 41,607.65
Mustard 40,338.30
Arhar 22,214.00
Bajra 20,560.00
Moong 17,343.00
Jowar 12,061.50
Urad 11,628.00
Copra 7,140.75
Jute 6,691.93
Masur 5,664.00
Ragi 5,481.00
Sesamum 4,863.75
Barley 2,577.25
Sunflower 1,226.05
Nigerseed 24948
Safflower 156.45
TOTAL Value 10,77,796.88
(Prices in Rs crore; for 2019-20)

At PM venue today,
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TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi is sched-
uled to visit Assam on Saturday, January 23
— his first in the run-up to the Assembly
elections likely in April. The venue for
Modi’s programme — where he will launch
an Assam government initiative to distrib-
ute over one lakh land pattas (documents)
to indigenous communities of the state —
is the historic Jerenga Pothar in Upper
Assam’s Sivasagar district.

Formerly known as Rangpur, Sivasagar
was the seat of the powerful Ahom dynasty;,
who ruled Assam for six centuries (1228-
1826).Itis part of Upper Assam, which saw
strong opposition to the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) last year.

What is the historical significance of
Jerenga Pothar?

Jerenga Pothar, an open field in Sivasagar
town, is popularly connected to the valour
of 17th century Ahom princess Joymoti.
While the courage of Ahom kings is well-
documented, Joymoti’'s story — little-
known until the latter part of the 19th cen-
tury —istoday celebrated and invoked asa
symbol of inspiration.

“From 1671 to 1681, the Ahom kingdom
was undergoing a period of tumult under
‘ministerial superiority’, meaning the no-
bles and prime ministers were more impor-
tant than the king, who were often pup-
pets,” said Dr Jahnabi Gogoi, a Dibrugarh
University professor who specialises in the
medieval history of Assam.

It was at this time that Sulikhpaa— also
knownas ‘LoraRaja’ or the boy prince —and
his prime minister Laluksala Borphukan
were tracking down, and killing, possible
heirs, to ensure a clear passage to the throne.

MSP procurement.

Allinall, the additional fiscal outgo, from
the government undertaking the maximum
required procurement for guaranteeing MSP
to farmers, may not be more than Rs 1-1.5
lakh crore per year.

Thatisn’t much, right?

The government undertaking to buy at
MSP is definitely better than forcing private
players.If the record of sugar mills - theirin-
ability to pay farmers on time despite statu-
tory provisions of the Sugarcane (Control)
Order, 1966 issued under the Essential
Commodities Act - is any guide, no trader or
processer will purchase crops at prices be-
yond what the market supply-demand dy-
namics permit. Their going out of business
would ultimately hurt farmers most.

However, even assured government
MSP-based procurement is fraught with
problems. The coverage of MSPs today does
not extend to fruits, vegetables and livestock
products that together have a 45% share in
the gross value of output of India’s agricul-
ture, forestry and fishing sector. The value of
milk and milk products alone is more than
that of all cereals and pulses combined.

Extending MSP to all farm produce and
guaranteeing it through law is hugely chal-
lenging, fiscally and otherwise. It also ex-
plains why economists increasingly are in
favour of guaranteeing minimum “incomes”
rather than “prices” to farmers. One way to
achieve thatis via direct cash transfers either
on a flat per-acre (as in the Telangana gov-
ernment’s Rythu Bandhu scheme) or per-
farm household (the Centre’s Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi) basis.

recalling a

When Parliament passed
Bills but govt did not
give effect to those laws

CHAKSHUROY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

IN THE ongoing stalemate between protest-
ing farmers and the Centre, the government
has repeated its offer of keeping the three
contentious farm laws on hold for one to one-
and-a-half years, while the farmers have re-
jected the offer and insisted that the laws be
repealed. Over the years, Parliament has re-
pealed several laws — and there have also
been precedents of the government not
bringing a law into force for several years af-
ter it has been passed.

Bringing/removing a law

Parliament has the power to make a law
and toremove it from the statute books (alaw
canbe struck down by the judiciary if it is un-
constitutional). But the passing of a Bill does
not mean that it will start working from the
next day. There are three more steps for it to
become a functioning law. The first step is the
President giving his or her assent to the Bill.
Then the law comes into effect from a partic-
ular date. And finally, the government frames
the rules and regulations to make the law op-
erational on the ground. The completion of
these steps determines when the law
becomes functional.

Thefirst stepis the simplest.
Article 111 of the Constitution
specifies that the President can
either sign off on the Bill or
withhold his consent. The
President rarely withholds their
assent to a Bill. The last time it
happened was in 2006 when President AP |
Abdul Kalam refused to sign a Bill protecting
MPs from disqualification for holding an of-
fice of profit. ABillis sent to Parliament for re-
consideration if the President withholds his
or her assent on it. And if Parliament sends it
back to the President, he or he has no choice
but to approve it.

Most Bills receive the President's approval
in a few days. President Ram Nath Kovind
signed the three farm Bills into law within a
week of their passing in September 2020. In
1986, President Zail Singh made use of aloop-
hole in the Constitution. ABill criticised for vi-
olating the privacy of personal correspon-
dence was sent to him for approval seven
months before the end of his term. The
Constitution does not specify a time limit for
the President to approve a Bill. So President
Singh decided not to take any action on the
Bill until the end of his term.

The next step is deciding the date on which
the law comes into effect. In many cases,
Parliament delegates to the government the
power to determine this date. The Bill states
that the law “shall come into force on such
date as the Central Government may, by noti-
fication in the Official Gazette, appoint and
different dates may be appointed for differ-
ent provisions of this Act”. For example,
Parliament passed the Recycling of Ships Act
in December 2019. In October 2020, the gov-
ernment brought Section 3 of the law into
force. This section empowers the government
to designate an officer to supervise all ship re-
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Jerenga Pothar in Sivasagar, venue of Modi's rally. Historical and cultural icon
Joymoti was tortured to death on this ground. P11

Prince Godapani, Joymoti’s husband, was
nextin line, but he escaped to the Naga Hills
before Lora Raja and his men could capture
him. “It was then that Lora Raja sought out
Godapani's wife Joymoti, hoping she would
tell him about his whereabouts,” said Dr
Gogoi, “However, despite being tortured for
days, tied to a thorny plant, in an open field,
Joymoti refused to divulge any information.”
She died, sacrificing her life for her husband,
who ultimately became the king, usheringin
an era of stability and peace in Assam.

The place Joymoti was tortured to death
was Jerenga Pothar.

How did Joymoti become a nationalist
icon?

According to historians, the Jerenga
Pothar episode is not officially recorded in
any buranji, or Ahom-era chronicle. “These
were mostly written by men, or on the
king’s orders,” said Dr Gogoi, “So it is possi-
ble that this episode wasn’t considered im-
portant enough to record. However, the

story was passed down from generation to
generation by word of mouth.”

Dr Gogoi said that the turn of the 20th
century saw a number of publications
record the episode, beginning with one in
Jonaki magazine by Ratneshwar Mahanta.
In 1935, culturalicon Jyoti Prasad Agarwala
made the first Assamese feature film,
Joymati, based on Lakshminath Bezbaroa’s
drama Joymoti Konwari (1915). “That is
when the public became aware of her sac-
rifice and strength,” said Dr Gogoi.

Cultural historian Ankur Tamuli Phukan
said this paved the way for Joymoti to be-
come a nationalist icon. “Joymoti’s story sig-
nified not just the strength and loyalty of
the Assamese woman, but her resistance
and courage represented the relationship
between familial/domestic life and national
life,” he said.

What is the significance of Jerenga

Pothar today?
While the Jerenga Pothar itself is not a

New Delhi
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cycling activities in India.

Giving effect to alaw

There are also instances when the govern-
ment does notbring a law into force for many
years. Two examples are the National
Environment Tribunal Actand the Delhi Rent
Control Act, which Parliament passed during
Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao's tenure.
The government never brought these laws
into force, which were passed in 1995 and
cleared by the President. The National Green
Tribunal Act finally repealed the environmen-
taltribunal law in 2010. And aBill to repeal the
Delhi Rent Control Act introduced in 2013 is
still pending in Rajya Sabha.

There are also multiple instances where a
law specifies whenit will come into effect. The
2013 land acquisition law put an outer limit
of three months for the Centre to bring it into
force after the President approved it. ABill can
also specify the exact date on which it will
come into effect. Bills replacing ordinances
sometimes do that. In such cases, the Bill sets
the date on which the President signed the or-
dinance (since Parliament was not in session)
as the day the law will come into force. Forex-
ample, the law banning e-cigarettes came into
effect from September 18, 2019 (Ordinance

date) after Parliament passed the Bill

to replace the Ordinance on

- December2,2019. Similarly, the

three farm Bills replacing their

ordinances came into force on
June 5,2020.

Rules & regulations

ABill passed by Parliament
is the outline of alaw. For the law to start work-
ing on the ground, individuals need to be re-
cruited or given the power, to administer it.
The implementing ministry also needs to fi-
nalise forms to gather information and pro-
vide benefits or services. These day-to-day op-
erational details are called rules and
regulations. And Parliament gives the govern-
ment the responsibility of making them.
These regulations are critical for the function-
ing of law.

If the government does not make rules and
regulations, alaw or parts of it will not get im-
plemented. The Benami Transactions Act of
1988 is an example of a complete law remain-
ing unimplemented in the absence of regula-
tions. The law gave the government power to
confiscate benami properties. For 25 years,
such properties were immune from seizure
in the absence of framing relevant govern-
ment rules. The law was finally repealed in
2016 and replaced with a new one.

Parliament has recommended that the
government make rules within six months of
passingalaw. But parliamentary committees
have observed that this recommendation is
“being followed in breach by various min-
istries”. The government not only has the
power to make rules but can also suppress
rules made by it earlier. In the case of farm
laws, the government has made some rules
in October 2020.

The author is Head of Outreach,
PRS Legislative Research

ssamicon

protected archaeological site, its vicinity in-
cludes a number of protected sites, includ-
ing the Na Pukhuri tank to its east and the
Pohu Garh, a natural zoo built during the
Ahom era, to its west. Close by is the large
Joysagar tank, built by Ahom king
Swargadeo Rudra Singha in 1697, and the
Vishnu Dol temple.

According to Jiten Borpatra Gohain, are-
tired professor of history in Namrup College,
the Jerenga Pothar was initially called
Jerenga Haabi or Jerenga forest. “In
Orunodoi, the first Assamese journal, there
would be references to wild buffalos killing
people in Jerenga Pothar,” he said.

He said it was only in 1707 when
Rangpur (erstwhile Svasagar) was estab-
lished as the capital of the Ahom kingdom,
and many monuments came up in the
vicinity (Rang Ghar, Talatal Ghar, Kareng
Ghar), that the area developed.

Sivasagar-based Sonaram Barua, a re-
tired principal of Sibsagar Girls’ College,
said Jerenga Pothar is situated in a low-ly-
ing area, and remains flooded during the
monsoon even today. "Jerenga Potharis an
open field, flanked by villages on all sides.
On rare occasions it is used for important
events,” he said.In 2017, the field was used
for the centenary celebrations of the apex
and influential literary body, the Asam
Sahitya Sabha.

Preparations are in full swing for PM
Modi’s land patta distribution event on
Saturday, whichis inline with the BJP's 2016
poll plank to protect the Jaati, Maati and
Bheti (community, land and hearth).
According to Tamuli Phukan, the choice of
venue is interesting because Upper Assam
is where the strongest opposition to the BJP-
led government’s CAA came from. “Not just
Jerenga Pothar, but Sivasagar is historically
important, and represents the Assamese
‘nation’,” he said.
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The National Rifle
Association’s office in
New York. Reuters

USA
Judge dismisses
NRA bidtoend

New York case

ANEW York state judge on
Thursday rejected the
NationalRifle Association’s
bid to dismiss or move a
lawsuit by New York
Attorney General Letitia
James seeking to dissolve
the gunrights group. Justice
Joel Cohenruled sixdays af-
ter the NRA filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy to
protectitselffromlawsuits,
and said it would reincor-
porate in the more gun-
friendly Texas after 150
years in New York. James
had sued the NRA, Chief
Executive Wayne LaPierre
and others last August. She
accused the group of violat-
ing state laws for nonprofits
by diverting millions of dol-
lars to fund luxurious trips
for officials and other sus-
pectexpenses. REUTERS

IRAQ
IS claims
responsibility for
Baghdad blasts

THE ISLAMIC State
claimed responsibility for
arare suicide attack that
rocked central Baghdad,
killing 32 people and
wounding dozens. The
bombing targeted “apos-
tate Shias,” the group said
inastatementonanIS-af-
filiated website late
Thursday. The US-led
coalition recently ceased
combat activities and is
gradually drawing down
its troop presence in Iraq,
sparking fears of an IS
resurgence. The group has
rarely been able to pene-
trate the capital since be-
ing dislodged by Iraqi
forces and the US-led
coalitionin 2017. AP

SYRIA
Childrenamong
fourkilledin

strikes by Israel

ISRAELIWARPLANES fired
several missiles toward
central Syria early Friday,
killing a family of four —in-
cluding two children —
and wounding four others,
state media reported.
State-news agency SANA
quoted an unnamed mili-
tary official as saying the
attack took place shortly
before dawn when Israeli
warplanes flew over
neighbouring Lebanon.
Israel has launched hun-
dreds of strikes against
[ran-linked military targets
in Syria over the years. But
it rarely acknowledges
such operations. AP
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MEANWHILE
CHAPPELLE TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID

Comedian Dave Chappelle tested positive for Covid-19 just before his comedy
show scheduled for Thursday, forcing his upcoming appearances to be
cancelled, a spokeswoman said. He has not developed any symptoms.

House to send impeachment article to

Turns down Republican leader McConnell’s request to delay trial until February

NICHOLAS FANDOS
JANUARY 22

THE US House of Representatives
will send its article of impeach-
ment charging former President
Donald Trump with “incitement
of insurrection” to the Senate on
Monday, triggering the start of a
trial unlike any in American his-
tory, Senator Chuck Schumer of
New York said on Friday.
Schumer, the majority leader,
said the decision had beenrelayed
by Speaker Nancy Pelosi but he
declined to elaborate further on
how the trial would run. Once the
article arrives, Senate rules say the
chamber must almost immedi-
ately be transformed into a court
of impeachment and sit in judg-
ment until a verdict is reached.
Schumer and Senator Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky, his
Republican counterpart, have
been negotiating for days over

-
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Speaker Nancy Pelosi will send to the Senate the impeachment
article that was passed in the House where 10 Republicans
joined all Democrats in voting to impeach Trump. AP

=

= Trial may
E not start

= @ rightaway
THE SENATE is bound to begin

atrial soon after the House
sends over impeachment arti-
cle.But there is reportedly
some willingness from
Democratic Senators to give
the GOP some time to prepare.
So, even though the GOP may
not get the whole of one
month that they asked for,
Senators could come to adeal
to procedurally delay the start
of oral arguments in the trial.

further parameters for the trial
in hopes of settling on bipartisan
rules. Democrats are intent on
trying to set up a dual track
whereby the Senate could still
confirm President Joe Biden’s

Cabinet nominees before the
trial starts each day.

Pelosi’s decision to move on
Monday, a little less than two
weeks after the House’s biparti-
san impeachment vote, rebuffed

arequest McConnell made on
Thursday todelay the trial to pro-
vide Trump’s newly appointed le-
gal team time to prepare. He had
asked that the heart of the trial not
begin until mid-February. NYT

White House; Harris as V-P cements US-India ties

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 22

THE HISTORIC inauguration of
Kamala Harris as America's vice
president has further cemented
the importance of the relation-
ship between the United States
and India, according to a top
White House official.

Born to a Jamaican father
and an Indian mother, 56-year-
old Harris made history on
Wednesday when she was
swornin as the first female, first
Black and first Asian-American
US vice-president. The former
senator from California was

sworn in just before Joe Biden,
78, took the oath of office to be-
come the 46th President of the
United States.

Addressing reporters at her
daily news conference on
Thursday, White House Press

Moscow welcomes US bid
to extend nuclear treaty

VLADIMIRISACHENKOV
MOSCOW, JANUARY 22

THE KREMLIN on Friday wel-
comed US President Joe Biden’s
proposal to extend the last re-
maining nuclear arms control
treaty between the two coun-
tries, whichis set to expire in less
than two weeks.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, said that Russia stands
for extending the pact and is
waiting to see the details of the
US proposal.

The White House said

Thursday that Biden has pro-
posed to Russia a five-year ex-
tension of the New START treaty.

“We can only welcome politi-
cal will to extend the document,”
Peskov said in a conference call
withreporters.“Butall will depend
on the details of the proposal.”

The treaty, signed in 2010 by
President Barack Obama and
Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev, limits each country
to no more than 1,550 deployed
nuclear warheads and 700 de-
ployed missiles and bombers,
and envisages sweeping on-site
inspections to verify compliance.
It expires on February 5. AP

EU lawmakers want tech
giants’ CEOs at Feb hearing

FOO YUN CHEE
BRUSSELS, JANUARY 22

EU LAWMAKERS have invited
the chief executives of Amazon,
Apple, Facebook and Alphabet to
aFebruary 1 hearing in Brussels
as they try to crack down on the
powers of US tech giants.

The European Parliament
will in the coming months pro-
vide input into proposals by the
European Commission to force
the companies to play fairly with

rivals and to do more to tackle
online fake news and harmful
content or face hefty fines.

“The purpose of the planned
hearing is to have an exchange
with the chief executive officers of
the four globally leading platform
companies to learn about their
current business models and fu-
ture concepts as they face the
challenges of altering market con-
ditions,” said an invitation sent to
the firms. People familiar with the
companies doubted they would
accept the invitation. REUTERS

USVice
President
Kamala Harris
and husband
Doug Emhoff at
aPresidential
Inaugural
Prayer Service
onThursday. AP

Secretary Jen Psaki said President
Biden respects the long biparti-
san successful relationship be-
tween the two countries.
“President Biden, of course,
hasvisited India many times, re-
spects and values the long bipar-

tisan successful relationship be-
tween leaders in India and the
United States. Itlooks forward to
acontinuation of that,” Psaki said
responding to a question on
India-US relationship under the
new Biden administration.

The historic inauguration of
Indian-origin Harris, she said, fur-
ther cements this relationship.

“Obviously, he (Biden) se-
lected and yesterday, she (Harris)
was sworn in as the first Indian-
American to serve as president
orvice president. Certainly, a his-
toric moment for all of us in this
country buta further cementing
of the importance of our rela-
tionship,” Psaki said. PTI

d  Senate Monday, triggering Trump trial

SENATE CONFIRMSLLOYD
AUSTIN AS DEFENCE SECY

Washington: The US Senate on
Friday confirmed President Joe
Biden’s nominee, retired Army
General Lloyd Austin, to serve
as Secretary of Defence — the
first Black American in the role.
The vote was an overwhelming
93-2in the 100-member cham-
ber, far more than the simple
majority needed. Lawmakers
from both parties said they
were pleased that Austin would
be installed to lead the
Pentagon just two days after
Biden was sworn in as President
on Wednesday. REUTERS

FAUCTIN “LIBERATING’
RETURN TO WHITE
HOUSE BRIEFING ROOM

Washington: Most of the times
Dr Anthony Fauci made an ap-
pearance in the White House
briefing room in 2020 — before
eventually being banished from
public view for his grim assess-
ments of the pandemic — he had
President Donald Trump glow-
ering over his shoulder. On
Thursday, Fauci, the US’ foremost
infectious disease specialist, was
back, this time with no one
telling him what to say. And he
made no effort to hide how he
felt about it. “The idea that you
can get up here and talk about
what you know — what the evi-
dence, what the science is —and
know that’s it, let the science
speak,” Fauci said, pausing for a
second. “It is somewhat of a lib-
erating feeling.” NYT

Ataprotest against the dissolution of Parliament, in Kathmandu on Friday. Reuters

3 Nepal ex-PMs join protest
against Parliament dissolution

GOPAL SHARMA
KATHMANDU, JANUARY 22

THREE FORMER Nepali prime
ministers joined thousands of
demonstrators on Friday to protest
against Prime Minister KPSharma
Oli’s abrupt move to dissolve par-
liament and call snap elections.
Judges in the Supreme Court
are hearing arguments on more
than a dozen petitions challeng-
ing Oli’s plan to seek elections

about two years before his gov-
ernment’s tenure ends.

Oli, 68, has said internal
squabbling and a lack of cooper-
ation from members of his party
had paralysed decision-making,
forcing his December 2020
move to seek an early vote.

On Friday, the protesters de-
manded that he withdraw his
“unconstitutional” move that
has plunged the young republic
already battling the pandemic
into political turmoil.

“We will all continue our
protests to pressure Oli to realise
his mistake and correct it,” for-
mer PM Madhav Kumar Nepal
told the rally in Kathmandu.

Former PMs Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’
and Jhal Nath Khanal, were also
at the rally. All three former
prime ministers are from Oli’s
party but oppose the dissolution.

Police said around 25,000
people had gathered to protest
near Oli’s office Friday. REUTERS

BI1TCOIN PROCESSING CENTRES ARE BEING SEEN AS A BURDEN ON THE COUNTRY’S POWER GRID

Iran, pressured by blackouts and pollution, cracks down on Bitcoin

NASSERKARIMI
& ISABEL DEBRE
TEHRAN, JANUARY 22

IRAN'S CAPITAL and major cities
plunged into darkness in recent
weeks as rolling outages left mil-
lions without electricity for hours.
Traffic lights died. Offices went
dark. Online classes stopped.

With toxic smog blanketing
Tehran skies and the country
buckling under the pandemicand
other mounting crises, social me-
dia has been rife with speculation.
Soon, fingers pointed at an un-
likely culprit: Bitcoin.

Within days, as frustration
spread among residents, the gov-

ernment launched a wide-rang-
ing crackdown on Bitcoin pro-
cessing centres, which require
immense amounts of electricity
to power their specialised com-
puters and to keep them cool —
aburden on Iran’s power grid.

Authorities shuttered 1,600
centres across the country, in-
cluding, for the first time, those
legally authorised to operate. As
the latest in a series of conflict-
ing government moves, the
clampdown stirred confusionin
the crypto industry — and suspi-
cion that Bitcoin had become a
useful scapegoat for the nation’s
deeper-rooted problems.

Since former US President
Donald Trump unilaterally with-

drew in 2018 from Tehran’s nu-
clear accord with world powers
and re-imposed sanctions on Iran,
cryptocurrency has surged in pop-
ularity in the Islamic Republic.

For Iran, anonymous online
transactions made in cryptocur-
rencies allow individuals and
companies to bypass banking
sanctions that have crippled the
economy. Bitcoin offers an alter-
native to cash printed by sover-
eign governments and central
banks — and in the case of [ran
and other countries under sanc-
tions like Venezuela, a more sta-
ble place to park money than the
local currency.

“Iranians understand the
value of such a borderless net-

An unlit street during a blackout in Tehran on Wednesday. AP

work much more than others be-
cause we can'taccess any kind of
global payment networks,” said
Ziya Sadr,aTehran-based Bitcoin
expert. “Bitcoin shines here.”

Iran’s generously subsidised
electricity has put the country on
the crypto-mining map, given the
operation’s enormous electricity
consumption. Electricity goes for

around four cents per kilowatt-
hourinIran,compared toanaver-
ageof 13 centsin the United States.
Iran is among the top 10
countries with the most Bitcoin
mining capacity in the world —
450 megawatts a day. The US
network has a daily capacity of
more than 1,100 megawatts.
On Tehran’s outskirts and
across Iran’s south and north-
west, windowless warehouses
hum with heavy industrial ma-
chinery and rows of computers
that crunch highly complex al-
gorithms to verify transactions.
The transactions, called blocks,
are then added to a public
record, known as the blockchain.
“Miners” adding a new block

New Delhi

UK PM: New virus
variant may carry
higher risk of death

MICHAEL HOLDEN &
ALISTAIRSMOUT
LONDON, JANUARY 22

BRITISH PRIME Minister Boris
Johnson said on Friday the new
English variant of Covid-19 may
be associated with a higher level
of mortality although he said ev-
idence showed that both vac-
cines being used in the country
are effective against it.

“We've been informed today
that in addition to spreading
more quickly, it also now ap-
pears that there is some evi-
dence that the new variant — the
variant that was first discovered
in London and the southeast (of
England) — may be associated
with a higher degree of mortal-
ity,” he told a news briefing.

The warning about the
higher risk of death from the
new variant, which was identi-
fied in England late last year,
came as a fresh blow after the
country had earlier been buoyed
by news the number of new
Covid-19 infections was esti-
mated to be shrinking by as
much as four per cent a day.

Johnson said, however, that
all the current evidence showed
both vaccines remained effective
against old and new variants.

Data published earlier on
Friday showed that 5.38 million

Boris Johnson said all
evidence showed that
vaccines remained effective
against old and new variants

people had been given their first
dose of a vaccine, with 409,855
receiving it in the past 24 hours,
arecord high so far.

England and Scotland an-
nounced new restrictions on
January 4 to stem a surge in the
disease fuelled by the highly
transmissible new variant of the
coronavirus, which has led to
record numbers of daily deaths
and infections this month.

The latest estimates from the
health ministry suggest that the
number of new infections was
shrinking by between one and
four per cent a day. Last week, it
was thought cases were grow-
ing by much as five per cent,and
the turnaround gave hope that
the spread of the virus was be-
ing curbed, although the min-
istry urged caution.

People line up for a Covid test in Beijing on Friday. Reuters

More travel curbs
around the world

THENEW YORKTIMES
JANUARY 22

A YEAR into the worst global
healthcrisisina century,and much
of the world feels frozen in place.

Countries that had loosened
up their frontiers after imposing
restrictions earlier in the pan-
demic are now tightening them
again, worried about new, more
contagious variants of the coro-
navirus. Some are tightening
travel restrictions or imposing
new rules on travelers.

In the United States,
President Joe Biden signed a se-
ries of executive orders aimed at
thwarting the pandemic, in-
cluding a requirement that trav-
ellers coming from abroad quar-
antine after arriving in the US,
though it is not clear how that
will be enforced.

European Union leaders
agreed to limit nonessential
travel within the bloc and from
nonmember countriesinabid to
slow the spread of two variants
that are already present in mul-
tiple countries in the region.

Leaders from the bloc’s 27
nations, meeting via teleconfer-
ence late Thursday, agreed to

to the blockchain collect fees in
bitcoins, a key advantage amid
the country’s currency collapse.
[ran’s rial, which had been trad-
ing at 32,000 to the dollar at the
time of the 2015 nuclear deal,
has tumbled to around 240,000
to the dollar these days.

Iran’s government has sent
mixed messages about Bitcoin. On
one hand, it wants to capitalise on
the soaring popularity of digital
currency and sees value in legit-
imising transactions that fly under
Washington’s radar. It authorised
24 Bitcoin processing centres that
consume an estimated 300
megawatts of energy a day, at-
tracted tech-savvy Chinese entre-
preneurs to tax-free zones in the

take coordinated action in re-
sponse to the variants, which sci-
entists believe originated in
Britain and in South Africa and
appear to be significantly more
contagious than others.

In Britain, which completed
its exit from the bloc on Jan 1,
flights from Latin America and
Portugal were banned over fears
of a variant first discovered in
Brazil. Flights from South Africa,
where another highly conta-
gious variant was discovered last
month, are also banned.

Andin China, where the virus
spiraled out of control during the
Chinese Lunar New Yearin 2020,
officials are discouraging travel
over the holiday, which begins
Feb 12. The new year is usually
the occasion for the largest annual
human migration in the world.

Beijing is restricting the
number of passengers allowed
on public transit and has ex-
tended the quarantine period
for travellers returning from
overseas. Schools have been
closed, and the authorities said
on Wednesday that people re-
turning to rural areas for the hol-
iday must test negative for the
virus and quarantine at home
for 14 days.

country’s southand permitted im-
ports of computers for mining,
Amir Nazemi, deputy minis-
ter of telecommunications and
information, declared last week
that cryptocurrency “can be
helpful” as Iran struggles to cope
with sanctions on its oil sector.
Onthe other hand, the govern-
mentworries about limiting how
much money is sent abroad and
controlling money laundering,
drug sales and criminal groups.
Iran is now going after unau-
thorised Bitcoin farms with fre-
quent police raids. Those who gain
authorisation to process cryp-
tocurrency are subject to electric-
ity tariffs, which miners complain
discourage investment. AP
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

My wife smt. Vinod devi DOB
01-04-1987 in my army service
record is incorrect. While tha
correct DOB is 04-01-1987.my
army number 14845042W sep-
subhash chander S/o0 Asha
Ramvillage. bhagwan post
daides,teh. Nohar police
station. Nohar, dist
hanumangarh (Raj)

0110021917-1

Kanchan Bindra D/o Bahadur
Chand W/o Satpal Bindra R/o
HNo0-3800, Sector 32A,
Chandigarh Road, Urban
Estate, Ludhiana, Punjab-
141010, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Knownas Prem Lata.

0070728312-1

l,Yaspal Singh Negi,S/o0
Mahaveer Singh Negi,H.no-
235/c Unit-4 Shanti-
Niwas,MG.road New-
Manglapuri
Mehrauli,N.D-30,have change
my name Yashpal Singh
Negi,for all,future purposes.

0040561058-5

I,Vinod Kumar Sawaroop,s/o
Ram Swaroop,R/0-A-94,Transit
Camp Govind PuriN.D-19,have
change my name Vinod
Kumar,for all future purposes.

0040561058-4

1,Vinod Kumar Gupta S/O Late
Sh.Om Prakash R/0 402,GH-26,
Rainbow Apartments,Sec-
43,Gurugram,Haryana-122009
informs that Vinod Kumar and
Vinod Kumar Gupta both are
same and one person.

0040561008-1

l,Surinder Kumar Sahni,R/o0 A-
23 First-Floor Street No.10 New
GovindPura Delhi-51,have
changed my minor daughter
name Sheffali Shanito Shefali
Shani. 0040561048-1

I,Shashi/Shashi Bala,D/O-Shri
Jagdish Prasad
Aggarwal,W/0-Shri Hari Om
R/0 B-5A,Shivangi
kunj,Madipur,New Delhi-
110063,inform that
Shashi/Shashibala and Anjali
both the names are one & the
same person. 0040561048-3

l,Sanjay Kumar,S/o-Late Naval
Kishore,R/0-90B, LIG Flats
Rampura,Delhi-110035,have
changed my name to Sanjay
Gupta forall purposes.

0040561063-1
l,Sadhana D/0 Ram Sahay,R/O
A-432,Raja-Vihar Samaipur
Badli,Delhi-110042 changed
my name to Sadhna.

0040561048-2

I,Pawan Kumar Gupta,s/o
Puran Chand Gupta,R/0-8637,
East Park-Road,Shidipura,
KarolBagh,New Delhi-
110005,have changed my
name to Pawan Gupta
permanently. 0040561063-5

l,Pawan Jain,S/0 Gyani Ram
Jain R/0-D-1/3-AKrishna-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changed the name of my
minor daughter Priya
Jain(16Years)and she shall
hereafter be known as Maanvi
Jain. 0040561058-3

I,PRITISH SHARMA.
S/0.0PINDER KUMAR
SHARMA. ADDRESS- BB/2F,
DDA FLATS JNU MUNIRKA
,SOUTH WEST DELHI-110067.
changed my name to PRITESH
K SHARMA. 0040561068-1

I,ANUJ S/0 Bhagmal R/0-368,
Vikas Nagar Loni, Ghaziabad-
201102, have changed my
name to ANUJ KUMAR, for all
purposes. 0040561048-7

1,N0-30012211F,SPR-Aijaz
Ahmad Pathan,S/0- Farooq
Ahmad Pathan,R/0O-
Nambla,Tehsil -Uri,District-
Baramulla.ln my service
records the name and (D 0 B)
of my brother has been
wrongly mentioned as Umer
Ahmad Pathan (D o B-05-03-
2003) instead of Umer Farooq
Pathan (D o B-02-01-2003).1t
needs correction. Objections
be filed to concerned
authorities within seven days.

0020416722-1

,LKRISHNA MALIK,W/O LATE
SHRISANJEEV ANAND,R/O-A-
1/263C, JANTA-FLATS, MAA-
SHAKTI
APARTMENT,PASCHIM-
VIHAR,NEW DELHI,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as MADHU
ANAND. 0040561058-1

l,Jayanthy Choudhary,W/0 Ex
Sergent Jitendra Kumar
Chaudhary,R/0 H.N0.T444 AK-
Road P-O Bartala Kolkata West
Bengal Pin-700018,Have
Changed My Name,From
Jayanthy Choudhary To
Jayanthy Kodaikanal
Ramanathan,Vide-Affidavit
Dated-21/01/2021 Before NCT-
DELHI. 0040561063-8

l,Jaspinder Singh Kochhar S/o
Guljit Singh Kochhar R/0-33/5,
East-Patel Nagar, N.Delhi-
08,have changed my minor
daughter’s name Rehmat to
Rehmat Kaur Kochhar.

0040561063-2

l,Ghanshayam Dass,S/o Radhe
Shyam Gupta R/0-92-
C/1,Gali.No.7,East-Azad Nagar
Delhi-110051,have changed
my name to Ghanshyam Dass
Gupta,forall purposes

0040561058-2

l,Gauri Shankar Mittal,S/o Hari
Ram Mittal,R/0-1/7507,
gali.no.13,East Gorakh-park
Shahdara,Delhi-110032,have
changed my name to Gauri
Shankar,for all purposes.

0040561048-5

I,JESNY VERMA,Daughter
of, RAJAN THOMAS Ex.,Wife
of, MAHESH VERMA,Resident
of,Qtr.No-001,Type-4,Block-
A,Lok-SabhaS.E.R.C,Sector-2,
R.K Puram,New Delhi-
110022,Declare that I got
divorce,from my husband vide
Court-Decree no.R.C.SNO.
842A/2017 dated-15.03.2019
Further I,have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as JESNY RAJAN.

0040561068-2

1,JC-766812A Subedar Satish
Chand,R/0-H.N0.941/26,
Gali.no.1,Chandana
Road,Bank
Colony,Kaithal,Haryana-
136027,inform thatin my
Service records my wife
namely(Smt.Sunita
Devi)D.0.B. has wrongly
mentioned as
17.01.1982,instead of-
28.01.1982. 0040561048-4

1,GOPIKA UNNI daughter of
Sh.Janardhana Unni PK,R/0
Sarang,G S Sadan
(PO),Palakkad(Distt.), Kerala-
679302,have changed my
name,from GOPIKA UNNI to
GOPIKA UNNI P J,vide-
affidavit, date-20-1-2021.

0040561068-3

l,Amla Mary Francis,D/o
Mariyadas Francis,R/0-505
Block-C,J.J.Colony Old
SeemapuriDelhi-110095,have
changed my nameto Amla
Mary,for all purposes

0040561048-9

I,ANITA NAYAL,W/0 Chiranjit
Singh Bisht R/0 B-107,Delhi
Govt.Flats,Timarpur North
Delhi-54,have changed my
name to ANITA BISHT, for all
purposes. 0040561048-6

I,ANARI KUMARI W/0o
C.S.Panwar R/0-C-1/758, Aya
Nagar,Hauz Khas,South Delhi-
110047,have changed my
name to ANITA PANWAR, for all
purposes. 0040561048-8

,AMBILI KM wife of
Sh.Janardhana Unni PK,R/0
Sarang,GS
Sadan(PO),Palakkad
(Distt.),Kerala-679302,have
changed my name,from
AMBILI KM to AMBILI K M.vide-
affidavit, date-20-1-2021,

0040561068-5

I, Gaurav Prasad Mathur S/O Sh
J.P.Mathur, R/O F 1703, Prateek
Wisteria, Sector-77, Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301 solemnly
affirm and declare that | have
changed my son’s name from
JAIADITYA PRASAD MATHUR to
JAIADITYA MATHUR vide
affidavit no.24 AE 167924 dated
15/12/2020. Henceforth my
son should be known as
Jaiaditya Mathur for all future
purposes. 0040561021-1

1, DIVYA SAXENA D/O Ramesh
Chandra Saxena, R/o Near
Water Tank, H.No.-3, Sec-6,
ShriRadha Puram Estate,
Ganesara, Krishna Nagar,
Mathura, Uttar Pradesh,
281004 . have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as DIYARA SINHA.

0070728334-1

I Saharoon Khatun W/o-
Nizamuddin R/0-Jhugge
No0.273,Camp No.3,Bhim
Nagar, Nangloi,Delhi-41
declare that name of mine was
wrongly-writtenin E.S.I.C. as
Sairun Khatoon.The correct
and actual name of mineis
Saharoon Khatun.

0040561019-1

I,Nishan Singh S/o-Hoshiar
Singh,R/0 C-104 Gali.No.8
Ground floor West Vinod-
Nagar Delhi-92,have changed
my name to Nishan Chauhan.

0040561063-6

IHarminder Singh S/o-
Gurmukh Singh R/0-E-304,
Jhulelal Apartments,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034 have
changed my name to
Harminder Singh Pasricha for
all purposes. 0040561017-1

PUBLICNOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients, Surekha W/O
Late Sh. Surender
Mohan, Girish Lehdar
W/O Late Sh. Raghunandan
andMann Mohan
Sehgal S/O Late
Sh. Gulzari Lal hereby
serve this public Notice
that they are jointly in
physical possession of
1/8th portion of property
bearing KHASRA NO.
614/540, BLOCK - AC
(MPL. NO. 16/258-259),
GALI NO. 9, AREA
MEASURING 588
SQ.YDS., SITUATED
AT JOSHI ROAD, -
KAROL BAGH, NEW
DELHI - 110005 and
they have specific
possession area is
measuring approx.
73.50 sq. yds as
per conveyance deed
calculated share/ size
and holding the
possession of this
portion since last 15
Years out of undivided &
unspecified total area
measuring 588 sq.
yds. of property/ plot and
hereby declare that they
intend to sell the said
undivided area under
their possession and
anyone having any
objection may claim and
come forward with
valid title with in 15 days
of this public Notice.
Deepak Kr. Mittal
Advocate
En. No. D/2828/2009

I,Nazira Malik D/o Nasiruddin
Malik R/o0 A-832-
33,Camp.no.2,Nangloi,Delhi-41
state thatlamalso known as
Nazira Mallik.Both person are
same.My correct-nameis
Nazira Malik,for all purposes.

0040561058-7

I,Meera W/o Krishan Gopal,R/0
2/225, 2nd floor, Subhash
Nagar,Tagore Garden, N.D-
27,have changed my name to
Renu. 0040561058-6
T,Rasam Vinayak Suryakant,
S/0 Suryakant Daji Rasam, R/o-
C/301, Leo Housing Complex
Opp Cosmos School Janta
Market Kokan Nagar Bhandup
(West) Mumbai Maharashtra-
400078, have changed my name
from Rasam Vinayak Suryakant
to Vinayak Suryakant Rasam
forall purposes. 0040560920-2

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to public at large
that my client Sh. Ashok Verma S/o
Lt. Sh. Ram Prakash Verma and his
family R/o RZF-13 Nihal Vihar, Delhi
had DISOWNED AND
DISINHERETED their son Pawan
Verma from all their movable and
immovable properties. Any person
dealing in finances with him shall be
solely responsible for his acts and

deeds.

Sd/-
DIMPLE VIVEK (ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. 132, Ist Floor,
Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client, Urmila Kumari w/o Ashok Kumar r/o
211A, MAIN ROAD, New Lahore Colony,
Shastri Nagar, Delhi 110031, do hereby
declare and affirm that, her son namely
Dinesh Kochhar and his wife Ms. Sabita
Subhudhi d/o of Late Sh. Ram Nath Subudhi,
are totally debarred from all our properties
and estates. She has no connection with
them and neither want to keep any
relationship with them in future. That any
person dealing with them shall be dealing at
their own responsibility and she will not be
held responsible for any of their act

l, Sangita Rani W/o Gaurav
Kumar Nigam R/0-C-1131,
Gaur Homes, Govindpuram,
Ghaziabad, UP-201013,have
changed my name to
Sangeeta Nigam.

0040561029-2

LOST & FOUND

1, Sandiip Kapur, S/o Shri
Suresh Kapur, r/o0 86, Poorvi
Marg, Vasant Vihar, New
Delhi-110057 hereby declare
that Sandiip Kapur and
Sandeep Kapur both are same.
My correct name is Sandiip
Kapur for all purposes.

0040561023-1

I,Vikas Tushir,S/o Jaiparkash
Tushir,R/0-H.N0.596,Janti-
kalan-
131028,Sonepat,Haryana,have
lost my original
certificate/Marksheet class-
10th year-2014 Rollno-
2188305,CBSE-PANCHKULA.

0040561048-10

l, SANTOSH KUMARI, spouse of
RAJKUMAR YADAV resident of
Flat No.A4/12D, Green Power
Residency, Sector-75,
Faridabad (Haryana)-121004;
have changed my name from
SANTOSH KUMARIto SANTOSH
as per Affidavit dated
21/02/2021. 0040560939-1

I Gulshan Rai Chanana S/o ShriJ
RChananaR/0B-137,
Gujranwala Town, New Delhi-
110009 have lost my original
Allotment Letter of Plot No.3 on
Market Road, DLF City Phase-1,
Gurugram, Haryana.Finder
may contact at above address.

0040561028-1

I, Rakesh Dogra S/o Kartar
Chand DograR/o Plotno. 77,
2nd Floor, Galino.9, Nand
Vihar, NSIT, Dwarka, South
West Delhi, Delhi - 110078 have
changed my name to Randeep
Mann. 0070728316-1

1, RAN VIJAY SINGH
RATHOUR,father of PRATEEK
SINGH RATHORE,Presently
H.No.41/4, Old-Willington-
Camp,Race Course-Road,New
Delhi-110003,have changed
my minor son’s name, from
PRATEEK SINGH RATHORE to
PRATEEK SINGH
RATHOUR.vide-affidavit,date-
20-1-2021, 0040561068-4

I, Pradeep Sachdeva,S/o0 Ram
Prakash,H.No-16,Street.No-
2,Block.No-5,Geeta
Colony,Gandhi-Nagar,Delhi-
110031,have changed my
name to Pardeep Kumar
permanently. 0040561063-4

I, Nirala W/o Pramod Kumar R/0
H.N-102 Near JP Group Sector-
128 Noida, Asgarpur Jagir GB
Nagar-201304 UP, have
changed my name from Nirala
to Nirmala Awana for all
purposes. 0040561003-1

I, Naresh SachdevaS/o Late Sh.
Krishan Lal Grandson of Late
Sh.Ram LubhayaR/0 A-
1A/34C, Janakpuri, New Delhi
110058 do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare on oath
that Naresh Kumar, Naresh
Kumar Sachdeva and Naresh
Sachdevais same and one
person. 0040561000-1

1, Mohammed Anis, S/0.
Mohammed Din,R/0-376,
Shahzada Bagh,Phase-1,
Inderlok, Delhi-110035,have
changed my name to Mohd.
Anees. Mohammad Anis and
Mohd. Anees,is one and,the
same person. 0040561029-1

l, Dheeraj Garg s/oR.C. Garg r/o
D/05-5, Redwood Residency,
Sector-78, Faridabad,
Haryana-121101 have changed
my name from Dheeraj Garg to
Dhiraj Garg for future purpose.

0040560998-1

IIndu Uppal W/o Shri Satish
Uppal R/0 A-66, Gulmohar Park,
New Delhi-110049 have lost my
original Allotment &
Possession Letter of Plot
N0.7519, DLF City Phase-4,
Gurugram, Haryana. Finder
may contact atabove address.

0040561028-2

| Pradeep Kumar Panda S/o-
Sh.Raghunath Panda R/o-
H.No.65,Top Floor,Pocket-3,
Sector-24,Rohini, Delhi-110085
am the owner of the Top Floor
H.No.65,Pocket-3, Sector-
24,Rohini, Delhi-110085.0riginal
General Power of Attorney,
Agreement to Sell registered in
the name of Jaswinder Kaur by
Pawan Garg dated-24.12.2007
were misplaced/Lost.If anyone
found the same please return
to me,ifany persontry to
misuse then large action will
be taken as per law.

0040561015-1

or jointly in future or in past.
Sd/-
GAURAV KOCHHAR
ADVOCATE
D-906/04
CHAMBER NO 60, WESTERN WING, TIS
HAZARI COURTS 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

ENTIRE PROPERTY BEARING NO.
G-93, AREA MEASURING 200 SQ
YDS, NARAINA VIHAR, NEW DELHI
Public at large is hereby informed that
the captioned property is subject
matter of Equitable Mortgage with
SBI/ other Bank/ FI. An agreement to
Sell & Purchase executed between the
present seller and my client.
Will dated 14.02.2014 executed by
Shri Raj Kumar Khanna son of Late
Shri Devi Das Khanna in favor of Shri
Yagnik Khanna son of Shri Rajan
Khanna in respect of the captioned
property, duly registered vide Regd.
No. 203, dated 14.02.2014.
It is hereby notifed that any person or
entity, firm/ company, Bank, financial
institution/ HUF/ Member of HUF
having claim any charge, interest or
lien or claim on the basis of documents
mentioned above or otherwise and/ or
objection to the proposed Sale deed
thereof, he/ she/ they may lodge/ notify
the same to the undersigned with
documentary proof/ Court Judgement
within 15 days from the day of
publication of this public notice, failing
which any claim shall be rejected and
the title/ Sale Deed proposed to be
executed in favor of my client(s) or in
the name of his/her/ their nominees
shall deemed to be clear and
marketable without any defect,
encumbrance, flaw and impediment
and my client(s) shall proceed further
and complete the Sale.
Sd/- NIRMAL KUMAR VERMA
ADVOCATE
Chamber No. 561, 5th Floor,
Saket Courts, New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that my
clients SH. MADAN LAL S/o Sh. DEEP
CHAND and Smt. SANTOSH DEVI W/o
Sh. MADAN LAL both residents of H. No.
A29, Deenpur Extn. Village Deenpur,
Najafgarh, New Delhi 110043 have
disowned their son Sh. Vinay Singh
Shokeen S/o Madan Lal and their
daughter-in-law Raman Rani W/o Vinay
Singh Shokeen both resident of Deenpur
Extn. Village Deenpur, Najafgarh, New
Delhi 110043 and have severed all their
relation and ties with them as they are not
in their control. Whoever deals with them in
any manner will be doing so at his own risk
and my above named clients would not be
responsible for it.
Sd/- R.S. SHOKEEN (Advocate)
ENRL. NO. D/3926/18
CH. No. 401, Dwarka Court Complex,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110075

Original handover-letter & NOC
issued,from Jaipur Greens 0f
Flat/unitNo.JGP-Z-208, in the
name of my minor daughter
Sakshi Anandam has been
actually lost.Founder may
contact,Mr.Brij Mohan
Gupta.Mobile-N0.9811219994.

0040561063-9

LOST & FOUND

| Brigitte Laxmi Virgine Singh
@ Chitralekha Laxmi Singh D/o
Late Shri R.P.Singh Resident
of A-6 Apartment 4 Maharani
Bagh Delhi and Owner of Unit|
No 111 Measuring 678 Sq Mtr|
At K G Marg lost the original
Document of Allotment Letter,
Issued by M/S Ansal
Properties and Infrastructure
Ltd For the said unit . | have not|
sold mortgaged or taken any
loan for the same. Possession
is stillinmy custody .

EDUCATION
ADMISSION

LAST 2021 MBBS ADMISSIONS
WITHOUT NEET BAMS OTHERS
TOP FAST -MBA, BTECH
.OTHERS, MIGRATIONS 10+ -
NAVY OTHERS
ETC.@8527710489 DELHI

0040560879-1

1 Vinita w/o Sachin Kumarin
R/0 House no-105, Street No-03
B-block, Brij Puri, Delhi-110094
have changed my name
Vinneta kumari to Vinita
Affadavit No.45AB 330917

0040561013-1

EDUCATIONAL

National Central council of
Vocational Training invited
application for start Training
and Study Centre
www.nccvt.in
Mob.7499647774/ 9823647194

0090280356-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified for General
Public that my clients Sh. Om
Parkash S/o.Late Sh. Kundan Lal
and Smt. Kamla Devi W/o. Sh.
Om Parkash both R/o. RZ,
J-21/233, West Sagar Pur, New
Delhi-110046, have disinherited
and severed all their relations with
their son and his family members
namely Sh. Pawan, Mrs. Poonam,
W/o. Sh. Pawan, Ms. Palak and
Mr. Aarv respectively on account
of their quarrelsome, abusive,
disobedient, disloyal, unbecoming
and unsocial acts and such have
debarred them from inheriting any
movable and immovable
properties of my clients. If anybody
deals with them, he shall do so at
his/her own risk and my clients
shall not be responsible for any of
their act.

AREEB AHMAD (ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. 273, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi -110054
Mob. 8744961383

PUBLIC NOTICE

All are hereby informed through
this Public Notice that my client Sh.
Mukesh Sahu R/o B-214, Kewal
Park, Azad Pur, Delhi-110033 has
debarred his son Sh. Manoj Sahu
and his wife Smt. Shweta Sahu
from his all moveable and
immoveable property as his son
and daughter-in-law ill-treat my
client. My client shall not be held
responsible for any of their acts,
deed and things in whatsoever in
any manner.

Sd/-

C.S. MANN (Advocate)
Ch.No. 608 Western wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Smt. Simranjeet Kaur W/o
Late Sh. Harminder Singh R/o M-41,
G S Apartments, Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi-85 has Debarred and Disowned
their Daughter Manmeet Kaur Wio
Rishabh Tandon from all their
movable and immovable property
due to their bad behaviour and
misconduct. Anybody dealing with
them will do so at his/her/their
own risk, cost, and consequences.
My client will not be responsible

for any act §. K. Gupta (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, Karkardooma Courts, Delhi-32

Forand on behalf of the President of India,
Dy. Chief Engineer/Construction-II,
North Western Railway, Mall Road Ajmer
invites online E-tendering (Single
Packet) for the following work on
prescribed electronic forms: 1. E-Tender
No.: All-COR-BGD-FLS-T-3; 2. Name
of Work with its location : Final
Location Survey (FLS) for doubling
between Ajmer-Chittaurgarh (186.00
Km.). Conducting a Drone Videography
UAV/Drone by capturing 4k resolution
videography and Carrying out detail
Engineering survey including Leveling,
alignment, soil exploration, preparation
of plans,
Arrangements plans of Bridges etc, bill of
quantities and their ancillary activities
related in connection with preparations
of Detailed Project
Approximate cost of the work : Rs.
265.27 Lakh; 4. Earnest Money to be
deposited : Rs. 2,82,600/-; 5. Date and
time for submission and opening of
E-tender : 21.01.2021 up to 15:00 hrs.
and opening at 15:30 Hrs. 6. Website
particular, notice board location
where complete details of tender
can be seen

www.ireps.gov.in ; 7. Office email

address : dyce2ajmer@gmail.com
27-AM/21

® /NWRailways

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO ALL CONCERNED
that my clients Mr. Shabir Khan and
his wife namely Smt. Jannat Begum,
both R/o H. No. A-110, Chungi No. 2,
Lal Kuan, New Delhi-110044 have no
connection with their son Usman and
his wife Rehana @ Rukhsana
Khatoon. By this notice my above
named clients hereby disown and
debar the abovesaid their son and his
wife from inheriting the rights, titles,
interests and liens etc. in respect of
their self-acquired or inherited
properties including all moveable and
immoveable assets. Henceforth they
and any of their issue/child shall have
no claim or interest in their moveable
or immoveable properties. My clients
will not be responsible for any acts
and deeds of above named son and
his wife. Anyone dealing with them
shall be doing so at his/her/ their own
risk, cost and consequence.
Sd/-
MOHD. ASIF (Adv.)
329, Lawyers Chamber Block
Saket Court, New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that, my client|
Miss. Nandini Sharma D/o Late
Jitendra Nath Sharma is the
owner of Flat No. 8142, Sector-D,
Pocket-7&8, Vasant Kunj New
Delhi-110070 and intended to sell
the same to Shri Manoj Satija S/o
Shri Parmanand Satija. If any
person including banks,
financial institutions or any other
person relative, organization,
company firm or government
authority has any right, title,
claim or interest whatsoever into
or upon above referred flat is
hereby make the same known in
writing, with documentary
evidence to the undersign within
seven days. In the event of no
response to this notice, the
purpose of this notice shall be
completed.
Mansoor Ansari (Advocate)
B-43A, Kalkaji, New Delhi-19
Mob. 9711177423

To be known to that we Mr
JOGINDER SINGH MAKKAR AND
Mr Harminder Singh s/o of S.
BALWANT singh R/o and owner of
LGF-5, 13/41, Punjabi Bagh west
ND 26. That The Original Agreement
to sell Dated 16th September 1992
between M/s Essel Properties &
industries and our Father S. Balwant
Singh and an Agreement dated 17th
June 1989 between M/s Essel
Properties & industries and Mr
Ashok Goel Both has been lost,
misplaced and Regards to same we
have Loged FIR vide LR No.
61312/2021 DATED 21/01/2021.
ANY PERSON WHO FOUND OR
HAVE ANY INFORMATION
REGARDS TO SAME KINDLY
CONTACT US ON 9999228900 OR
DELIVER THE SAME ON ABOVE
MENTIONED ADDRESS.

Government of Gujarat
Narmada Water Resources, Water Supply and

MANIPUR UNIVERSITY
CAMCHIFUR : IMPHAL-7BEDD]
MANIFUR

Kalpasar Department
Tender Notice No. 38 of 2020-21, Corrigendum No. 1

TEMDER KOTICE
Datad Z29 Janaary, 2021

Maneur Uraersily Imvias
sanled ierders from Fims foe
sLpply of Equipmenls,
Consumables and Medianas,
Tamms &  Cordilians [ee
saubmiiling  the bods can ba
downtleadsd Tram e welsia

R e TR TR T EL TR T
Purchaso Oificer
Manigur Univaraity
Canchipur

The Tender Notice No. 38 of 2020-21, published by this office, the work at Sr. No.
4 shall now be as under.

4(a) Providing and installing of SKADA based Gate operation, ARMC & monitoring
control system including O&M at Ukai Dam. Estimated Cost Rs. 6,85,42,660/-
4(b) Providing and installing instrumentation and other related works including
0&M at Ukai Dam. Estimated Cost Rs. 6,03,86,833=00 and work at Sr. No. 6 shall
now be as under.

6. Renovation work of VIP rest house at Ukai Dam site and construction of new
control room at Ukai Dam. Estimated Cost Rs. 41663912.45.

Other details of tender notice No. 38 of 2020-21b shall be remained same.

Any kind of amendments will be published only on online & will be final & bind-
ing to all. For further details contact to this office during office hours. Detailed
Tender Notice can also be seen on www.statetenders.com and

Www.nwr.npocure.com No. Mahiti/Surat/1278/2021
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PR 240001 (Rural Work Department)20-21#D

BISCRHIPEaR
F-urRpd=< aa

PUBLIC NOTICE
Itis toinform the public at large that my
clients Ramashankar Yadav, S/o. Sh.
Ramlawat Yadav and his wife Mrs.
Geeta Yadav both R/o H.No. 298, Gali
No.5, Block-l, Sangam Vihar, New
Delhi-110080, have severed all
relations and debarred/ disowned their
daughter Priyanka Yadav from all their
moveable and immoveable
properties/assets due to her ill
behaviour, conduct and attitude.
Anybody dealing with her shalldo so at
his/her/ their own risk, cost and
consequences and my clients will not
be responsible for her any acts and

deeds. K.K. Yadav (Advocate)
Ch. No. 175, Saket Court, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it Known that my client Sh. Parveen
Kumar S/o Sh. Banarsi Dass declare that
Original(1) Map sanction letter memo No.
10445 dated 25-11-97 & Re-allotment letter
No. 14403 dated 30-12-99 issued by HUDA
office Sonepat, Haryana. (2) Deed of
Conveyance Memo No. 7295 dated 11-3-97
& GPA memo No. 441 Date 04-12-97 issued
by Registrar Office Sonepat, Haryana has
been lost. Loan has been applied for said
property in State Bank of India, Atlas Road
Sonepat for mortgage bearing H. No. 683P,
Sector-15, Sonepat. If anyone has objection
related to this property, he/she can contact
above mention bank within 7 days of
publication & after that no claim will be
entertained.
Sd/-
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-748/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that, my clients (1) Sh. Jagiit
Singh & (2) Sh. Paramijeet Singh both sons of
Late Sh. Swam Singh both residents of Wz-
2201, Raja Park, Shakur Basti, Delhi-110034,
inherited the Ground Floor (in favour of Sh. Jagijit
Singh) & First Floor (In favour of Sh. Paramjeet
Singh) of Built up Property Bearing No. WZ-
2201, Raja Park, Shakur Basti, Delhi-110034,
after the demise of their mother Late Smt. Nirmal
Kaur wife of Late Sh. Swam Singh, on the basis
of regd. WILL dated 04.08.2016. And my clients
have legal rights to Sell the said property
If any person(s) claiming any objection in the
said property may contact with above named
person/ clients at above address/ phone no.
9250000585 within 15 days of publication of this
notice.
Al the information given by my clients and I,
Vinod Wadhwa Advocate, giving this Public
Notice on behalf of my clients.

Sd/- VINOD WADHWA (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D/769/2005

"IMPORTA

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

(Survey & Construction)
E-TENDER NOTICE

L-sections, General

Report. 3.

IREPS website

=

(Through e-procurement mode only www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in)
Online tenders are invited by General Manager (RP), JBVNL for Appointment of Project
Management Consultant (PMC) to provide services for implementation of balance work of State funded
Jharkhand Sampurna Bijli Achchadan Yojna (JSBAY) in 24 districts of Jharkhand as detailed below:-

JHARKHAND BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED

CIN :-U40108JH2013SGC001702

P i Registered office :-ENGINEERING BUILDING, HEC, DHURWA, RANCHI-4,
| FAX No. 0651 — 2400799, email — cere_jseb

(Department of Rural Electrification)
TENDER NOTICE

Please join us on

. . Cost of .
SL Estimated Bid ?eﬁurlty BOQ Last d.ate of Date of opening of
N | NITNO. Name of District Cost @2% (Tender + online technical &
(EMD) (In . submission .
0 (InRs.) Rs.) processing of tender commercial Part
" fee) (In Rs.)
Ranchi, Khunti, Gumla, Simdega,
Lohardaga, East Singhbhum, West
. Singhbhum, Saraikela — Kharsawan, 16.02.2021
1 97“’,‘%{?;’“ Dumka, Jamtara, Sahibganj, Pakur, | 8,76,52,500 | 17,53,050 | 25000~ | upto 15:00 ls'fgjzogz}lhf‘s“er
Deoghar, Godda, Koderma, Giridih, Hrs. : :
Dhanbad, Bokaro, Hazaribagh, Chatra,
Ramgarh, Palamu, Latehar & Garhwa

Date of opening of price part:
available at website www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in. Demand draft for cost of bid including bid processing
fee and DD/BG towards bid security (EMD) should be from a Nationalized Scheduled Bank located in
India, must be in favour of “Jharkhand Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited” Payable at Ranchi. Tender
documents must be uploaded on website along with scanned copy of DD towards cost of tender including
bid processing fee and DD/BG for bid security (EMD). The original Demand draft for cost of tender
including bid processing fee and DD/BG towards bid security (EMD) must be submitted to the office of
General Manager (RP), JBVNL,
the tender shall be summarily rejected.

w@fRa @ # St qEd | P S Rt
@I ST B o 1800 345 6570 TR Tof BN | Sd/-
PR 240019 (Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd)20-21*D General Manager (RP)

To be notified after technical bid Evaluation. The tender documents are

Ranchi upto 15:00 Hrs. of 16.02.2021as mentioned above failing which

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

@J@; NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH TRAINING & RESEARCH
332 SVP Road, Khetwadi, Girgaon, Mumbai-400004

ADMISSION NOTICE (2021-22)

Government of India

academic year 2021-22.
A. Regular Courses :

NATIONAL Institute of Public Health Training & Research, Mumbai, a Central
Training Institute of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India invites
applications in the prescribed format for the following courses for the

Regular Courses Age (Years) No. of | Duration
Seats

1. Master in Public Health Minimum age 21 years 10 Two
(MPH) Years

2. Post Graduate Diploma in |Minimum age 21 years 30 One
Hospital Management Year
(PGDHM)

3. Diploma in Health Up to 40 years. 30 One
Promotion Education (Age relaxation as per GOI Year
(DHPE) rules)

4. Post Graduate Diplomain |Up to 40 years. 30 One
Community Health Care (Age relaxation as per GOI Year
(PGDCHC) rules)

B. Skill Based Training Programmes : (As per the guidelines issued by the,

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India, New Delhi)

Skill Based Training |Age (Years) |No. of |Duration
Programme Seats
1. Sanitary Health 18-30 30 |One Year
Inspector
2. Diabetes Educator |Above 30 |On campus-3 Months
22 Years Online/Off campus - 6 Months
3. Home Health Aide |18-30 30 |4 Months
4. General Duty 18-30 30 |6 Months
Assistant
5. First Responder 18 Years 30 |4 Days
and above

The last date for submission of completed application along with application
fees Rs. 200/- (Rs. Two Hundred only) paid Online or by DD/Bankers cheque
drawn in favour of "Director, National Institute of Public Health Training &
Research" payable at Mumbai by Registered/speed post only is 31st March
2021. SC/ST candidates are exempted from the application fees. Selection of
candidates will be by Common Entrance Test (CET) for regular courses. The
detail notification for the admission to various courses conducted by NIPHTR,
Mumbai are available at www.fwtrc.gov.in.

Sd/-
DIRECTOR/fezr®
N.L.PH.T.R. MUMBAI/t7.3ma.9 w983, HaE-¥.

New Delhi
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SECTOR WATCH
ONLINE NEWS

PRANAVMUKUL
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 22

MARKING AN escalation of
the slugfest between the
Australian government and
global tech platforms over the
sharing of royalties with
news publishers, Google has
threatened to remove its
search engine from the coun-
try, and Facebook has said it
could block Australian users
from posting or sharing news
links if proposed norms on
royalty payments are rolled
out. Representatives of both
tech majors were appearing
at a Senate hearing in
Canberra on Friday.

The showdown is being
closely watched by
regulators and digital
platforms across ge-
ographies.
PolicymakersinIndia
have so far focussed
on the dominance of
intermediaries such
as Google and Facebook, which
are positioned in a way that
service providers cannotreach
customers except through
these platforms.

The issues being thrashed
outinAustraliaand elsewhere
could have broader implica-
tions for the regulation of the
digital economyinIndiain the
longer term. A substantial dis-
cussionontheimpactofinter-
mediary platforms on the
health of news media outlets
is yet to commence in any
meaningful way here.

AccordingtoaFICCI-EY re-
port on India’s media and en-
tertainment sector for 2020,
there are 300 million users of
online news sites, portals and
aggregators in the country —
making up approximately 46
per cent of Internet users and
77 per cent of smartphone
users in India at the end of
2019.With 282 million unique
visitors, Indiais the world’s sec-
ond largest online news con-
suming nation after China.

Paying for news feed by it-
self appears to be less of an is-
sue for the tech giants, given
that Google entered a new
agreement to pay news publi-
cationsin France just hours be-
fore threatening to remove its
search functions in Australia.
The showdown in Australia
seems centered rather,on how
much control these companies
would get to retain on their
payout process — operational
aspects such as deciding the
quantum of payments for
news feed sources,and having
toreveal changesin theiralgo-
rithms. Hefty fines proposed
by Canberra are being seen
as an added disincentive.

Theargument made by the
companies in the Senate hear-
ingsis thatthe mediaindustry
isalready benefiting from traf-
fic being routed to them by

EXPLAINED

In Google and FB’s
Australian tussle,

issues of concern
for India as well

Tech giant Google has
threatened to remove
its search engine
from Australia

each of the digital platforms,
and that the new rules pro-
posed by the Australian au-
thorities would expose them
to “unmanageable levels of fi-
nancial and operational risk.”

The fundamental differ-
ence in the approach taken by
the French and Spanish au-
thorities on the issue is that
they've specifically linked pay-
ments to copyright, without
putting a forcing device into
the agreements. Australia’s

code is almost en-

tirely focussed on

bargaining power of

news outlets vis-a-

vis the tech majors,

® | and has some coer-

cive featuresaswell.

Australian regula-

tors had initially proposed a

voluntary code of conduct, but

have since stepped up pressure

citing the “unequal bargaining

position” between news me-

dia outlets and tech platforms

that could prevent the code

from getting implemented on
avoluntary basis.

In a statement earlier this
week, Google said its new plat-
form News Showcase, which
ismade up of story panels that
give participating publishers
the ability to package the sto-
ries that appear within
Google’s news products, now
hasonboard over450 publica-
tionsacross adozen countries.
These include Le Monde, Le
Figaro,and Libérationin France;
El Cronista and La Gaceta in
Argentina; TAG24 and
Sachsische Zeitungin Germany;
and Jornal do Commercio, a
newspaper from Pernambuco
in Brazil. In December, the
company announced it would
“soon start offering people ac-
cess to paywalled content in
partnership with select news
publishers”. The company had
said itwould pay participating
partnersto provide limited ac-
cess to paywalled content for
News Showcase users.

InIndia, digital advertising
spends in 2019 grew 24 per
centyear-on-year toRs 27,900
crore, according to EY esti-
mates,and are expected to fur-
ther grow toRs 51,340 crore by
2022. Globally, Facebook and
Google together command
61 per centof the market share
indigital ad spends, according
to Edelweiss Research; Google
leads with a 37 per cent
market share.

In a separate note,
Edelweiss said thatitexpected
digital spends tobe furtherac-
celerated led by a substantial
jumpinonline activity further
accentuated by Covid-19.

—— BRIEFLY —

IL&FS addresses
¥32K-croredebt

New Delhi: IL&FS board said
itaddressed Rs 32,000 crore
of the group’s overall debt.
The board retained its target
of addressing a debt of over
Rs 56,000 crore by FY22.

Power demand
atall-time high

New Delhi: Power demand
touched an all-time high of

187.3 GW on Friday, Power
Minister RK Singh said.

Petrol crosses
92 in Mumbai

New Delhi: Petrol price in
Delhi touched Rs 85.45 and
Rs 92.04 in Mumbai. Diesel
climbed toRs 75.63 in Delhi
andRs82.40in Mumbai. PTI

BASE, MIDDLE, UPPER AND APOSSIBLE TOP LAYER

RBI proposes 4-tier structure
for tighter regulation of NBFCs

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 22

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
has proposed a tighter regulatory
framework for non-banking fi-
nancial companies (NBFCs) by
creating a four-tier structure with
aprogressive increase inintensity
of regulation.

In its discussion paper on re-
vised regulatory framework for
NBECs, the RBI has said the regu-
latory and supervisory framework
of NBFCs should be based on a
four-layered structure: Base Layer,
Middle Layer, Upper Layer and a
possible Top Layer. It has also pro-
posed classification of non-per-
formingassets (NPAs)of base layer
NBFCs from 180 days to 90 days
overdue. NBFCsinlower layer will
be known as NBFC-Base Layer
(NBFC-BL). NBFCs in middle layer
will be known as NBFC-Middle
Layer (NBFC-ML). An NBFCin the
Upper Layer will be known as
NBFC-Upper Layer (NBFC-UL)and
willinvite a new regulatory super-
structure. There is alsoaTop Layer,
ideally supposed to be empty.

Once an NBFC is identified as
NBFC-UL, it will be subject to en-
hanced regulatory requirement at

The RBI has proposed
classification of NPAs of
base layer NBFCs from

180 to 90 days overdue. File

least for fouryears fromitslastap-
pearance in the category, even
where it does not meet the para-
metric criteria in the subsequent
year. “Hence, if anidentified NBFC-
UL does not meet the criteria for
classification for four consecutive
years, it will move out of the en-
hanced regulatory framework,” it
said. The NBFC sector has seen
tremendous growth in recent
years. In last five years alone, size
of balance sheet of NBFCs (includ-
ing HFCs) has more than doubled
from Rs 20.72 lakh crore (2015) to
Rs49.22 lakh crore (2020).

The RBI paper said regulatory
framework anchored on propor-
tionality can be introduced.

BASELAYER: If the framework
isvisualised as a pyramid, the bot-
tom of the pyramid, where least
regulatory intervention is war-
ranted, can consist of NBFCs, cur-
rently classified as non-systemi-
callyimportant NBFCs (NBFC-ND),
NBFCP2Plending platforms, NBF-
CAA,NOFHC and Type I NBFCs.

MIDDLE LAYER: As one
moves up, the next layer can con-
sistof NBFCs currently classified as
systemically important NBFCs
(NBFC-ND-SI), deposit taking
NBFCs (NBFC-D), housing finance
companies, IFCs, IDFs, SPDs and
core investment companies. The
regulatory regime for this layer will
be stricter compared to the base
layer. Adverse regulatory arbitrage
vis-a-vis banks can be addressed
for NBFCs falling in this layerin or-
der to reduce systemic risk spill-
overs, where required, the RBI said.

UPPERLAYER: Going further,
the nextlayer can consist of NBFCs
which are identified as systemi-
cally significant among. This layer
willbe populated by NBFCs which
have large potential of systemic
spill-over of risks and have the abil-
ity to impact financial stability.

Thereis no parallel for this layer at
present, as this will be anew layer
for regulation. The regulatory
framework for NBFCs falling in this
layer will be bank-like, albeit with
suitable and appropriate modifi-
cations, it said.

TOP LAYER: It is possible that
considered supervisory judgment
might push some NBFCs from out
of the upper layer of the systemi-
cally significant NBFCs for higher
regulation/supervision. These
NBFCs will occupy the top of the
upper layer asadistinct set.Ideally,
this top layer of the pyramid will
remain empty unless supervisors
take a view on specific NBFCs. In
otherwords, if certain NBFCs lying
inthe upper layer are seen to pose
extreme risks as per supervisory
judgement, they can be put to
higherand bespoke regulatory/su-
pervisory requirements, it said.

In view of the recent stress in
the sector, it has become impera-
tive to re-examine the suitability
of this regulatory approach, espe-
ciallywhen failure of an extremely
large NBFC can precipitate sys-
temicrisks, the RBI paper said. The
regulatory framework for NBFCs
needs to be reoriented to keep
pace with changing realitiesin the
financial sector, it said.

‘Soaring fuel prices crowd out
other spends on credit cards’

Massive rise in retail fuel prices crowded out other
discretionary spends on credit cards in December,
according a report by SBI Research

SPEND ON oil has crowded outin
December spending on other
essentialitems such as health,
grocery and utility services which
was the trend in earlier months

SINGLE BIGGEST factorthathas

Spending habits of consumers significantly changed during the pandemic and that too within essential/non-discretionary and
non-essential/discretionary items. The share of discretionary spending had crashed to 15 per cent of total cards spending in April

driven this change is the massive
spikeininflation between Apriland
November, which on average stood
at 120 bpslower than NSO inflation
numbers at 6.3 per cent. This has
happened as spends on oil have
crowded out other essential items

00/00
CARDHOLDER NAME

URGENT REDUCTION in

oil prices through tax
rationalisation needed otherwise,
“non-discretionary spends will

RIL Q3 profit rises 12.55%,
Covid eats into revenue

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 22

DESPITE THE disturbances caused
by the Covid pandemic, Reliance
Industries, India’s largest firm by
market capitalisation, on Friday re-
porteda 12.55 per centriseincon-
solidated net profit at Rs 13,101
crore for the quarter ended
December 2020 (Q3), as against
Rs 11,640 crore in the same period
ayearago.
Onaquarter-on-quarter basis,
the net profitrose 37 per cent from
Rs 9,567 crore in the September
quarter. The net profit before ex-
ceptional item for the December
quarterwasRs 15,015 crore, higher
by 41.6 per cent, RIL said.
Consolidated revenue from
operations declined 21.1 per cent
to Rs 123,997 crore as against
Rs 157,165 crore in the year-ago pe-
riod. “The outbreak of coronavirus
pandemic globally and in India is

JIONET PROFIT

15.5%

W For Jio Platforms, RIL’s
digital arm, revenue including
access revenues for the
quarter was Rs 22,858 crore,
higher by 5.3 per cent. The net
profit for the quarter was Rs
3,489 crore, registering a
growth of 15.5 per cent.

causing significant disturbance
and slowdown of economicactiv-
ity. The group’soperationsand rev-
enue during the period were im-
pacted due to Covid-19,” the
company said.

For Jio Platforms, RIL’s digital
arm, revenue including access rev-
enues for the quarter was
Rs 22,858 crore, higher by 5.3 per
cent. The net profit for the quarter

Global cues, selling pressure
pull Sensex down by 746 pts

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 22

AFTER HITTING the 50,000-level
on Thursday, stock markets on
Friday came under selling pressure
amid weak global markets and
persistentworries over Covid pan-
demicand economicrecovery. The
benchmark Sensex fell 746 points,
or 1.50 per cent, to 48,878.54 and
the Nifty50 plummeted 218
points,or 1.50 per cent, to 14,371.90
on across-the-board selling.

The benchmarkequity indices
ended lower for the second
straight day, correcting further af-
ter making a record high on
Thursday. This was the biggest sin-
gle-day drop for the benchmarks
in a month. Friday’s correction
marked the end of an 11-week
gaining streak for the frontline in-
dices, whichwas the longest since

FALLS FOR 2ND DAY

Cal 49594.95

Sensex (intra-day)

9:15AM 3:30PM

2009. Among the sectors, bank,
PSUbank, metals and realty fell the
most while auto index gained.
Adding to investor worries,
data showed the flash eurozone
purchasing managersindex drop-
ping in January to a two-month
low of47.5,coming close to the ex-
pected 47.6 — from 49.1 in
December. Ajit Mishra, VP-re-

search, Religare Broking, said sec-
toral indices traded in tandem
with the benchmark wherein
banking and metal ended as the
top losers. Selling pressure was vis-
ible on the broader front, too, as
they ended in the range of 1-1.2
per cent. Meanwhile, the rupee
clawed back lost ground towards
the fag-end of the sessionand set-
tled with a marginal 2 paise gain
at 72.97 against the US dollar on
Friday, supported by easing crude
oil prices.

In midday trading on Wall
Street, the Dow Jones Industrial
Average fell 117.4 points, or 0.38
per cent, t031,058.61,the S&P 500
lost6.81 points, or 0.18 per cent, to
3,846.26 and the Nasdaq
Composite dropped 14.89 points,
or 0.1 per cent, to 13,516.03.The
risk-off mood followed a period of
relief after the transition of power
in the United States.

was Rs 3,489 crore, registering
growth of 15.5 per cent. Jio's total
customer base as of December
2020 was 410.8 million, showing
a net addition of 5.2 million cus-
tomers. ARPU (average revenue
per user) during the quarter of Rs
151 per subscriber per month as
against Rs 145 per subscriber.
The company said Reliance
Retail's revenue for the quarter was
Rs 37,845 crore, lower by 7.9 per
cent. However, the net profit for
the quarter rose to Rs 1,830 crore,
agrowth of 88.1 per cent.
RILChairmanand MD Mukesh
D. Ambani said: “At a time when
the economy is poised for a confi-
dent recovery, we at Reliance are
humbled that we have been able
to contribute with our impressive
performance in the third quarter
of FY21. We have delivered strong
operational results with a robust

65%

Non-discretionary
spends on credit cards

of the total spends,

whilediscretionary

spending hasfallen

below the trend rate
of 35 percent

continue togetdistorted
and crowd out discretionary
expenses,” according to

thereport
Source: SBI
Research/PTI
GOVT AMENDS CSRRULES

Cos can
undertake
multi-year
projects

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 22

THE GOVERNMENT Friday
amended various rules pertaining
to the corporate social responsibil-
ity (CSR)regime, including allow-
ing corporates to undertake multi-
year projects and making
registration compulsory foragen-
cies implementing CSR activities
on behalf of companies.

Besides, companies have been
allowed to set the excess amount
spent under CSR up to three suc-
ceedingfinancial years.Non-com-
pliance with CSR provisions has

International market data till 1900 IST

PRODUCTION-LINKED INCENTIVE SCHEME

Self-reliance push:
3 cos to manufacture
priority bulk drugs

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 22

THE GOVERNMENT on Friday
gave the green light to three drug
makers, including one publicsec-
tor firm, to set up capacities under
the production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme to promote self re-
liance in critical drug ingredients
in the country. The firms —
Aurobindo Pharmaceuticals,
Karnataka Antibiotics and
Pharmaceuticals Ltd (KAPL) and
Kinvan Pvt Ltd — will be the first
to make select bulk drugs under
the recently approved scheme.

India is presently “fully” de-
pendent on imports for these
products — penicillin G, 7-
aminocephalosporanic acid (7-
ACA), erythromycin thiocyanate
(TIOC)and clavulanicacid —which
is why they were considered for
approvals on priority.

The firms have committed toa
total investment of around
Rs 3,761 crore for setting up these
plants, according to the Ministry
of Chemicals and Fertilizers, which
expectscommercial productionto
commence fromApril 1,2023.The
government would be disbursing
uptoRs 3,600 crorein PLIover the
agreed six-year period of the
scheme. Aurobindo, through sub-
sidiary Lyfius Pharma, will be set-
ting up greenfield capacities to
make penicillin Gaswellas 7-ACA
(used to make cephalosporin an-
tibiotics and intermediates). The
Hyderabad firmwill also be build-
ing capacities to make TIOC
through subsidiary Qule Pharma.

KAPLwillalso be manufactur-
ing 7-ACA, while Kinvan will be
making clavulanicacid, according
to the ministry.

“Setting of these plants will
make the country self-reliant toa
large extent in respect of these
bulk drugs,” said the ministry ina
release about the development.

The government in March
2020 had announced its intent to
launchaPLIscheme for critical bulk
drugs, including key starting ma-

THE COMPANIES

M Aurobindo
Pharmaceuticals

M Karnataka Antibiotics
and Pharmaceuticals Ltd

B Kinvan PvtLtd

terials (KSMs), drugintermediates
(DIs)and active pharmaceuticalin-
gredients (APIs). The announce-
ment came acouple of monthsaf-
ter Covid-19 cases in China had
surged, causing the neighbouring
country to shut down several bulk
drug manufacturing plants in its
Hubei province. This led to the gov-
ernment announcing arestriction
on exports of various key drug in-
gredients. Over the last three
decades, India has slowly grown
more dependent on imports from
Chinaforsuchingredients, leading
to firms with indigenous capacity
to make these raw materials to
shutshop, industry executivesear-
lier told The Indian Express. It relies
on Chinaforabout 70 per cent of its
bulk drug imports, as per govern-
ment figures.

With rising tension between
India and China last year and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
callfor India to be more self-reliant
invarious sectors, the Department
of Pharmaceuticals (DoP)last year
launched the PLIscheme withato-
tal outlay of Rs 6,940 crore. It
sought applications from Indian
drug makers to set up greenfield
capacity in 36 bulk drugs by
November 30, 2020.

Atotal of 215 applications were
received and were tobe processed
and decided upon by February 28,
2021, according to the Ministry.
While the first four bulk drugs that
the government has given ap-
provals for come under the first of
four target segments of key ingre-
dients, applications under the
other three segments are pro-
posed to be taken up for approval
inthe next45 days.

FB’s policies difficult to
understand: Signal COO

ANUJBHATIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 22

“PEOPLE ARE coming to realise
that Facebook does not build prod-
ucts for them, but rather Facebook
builds products for their data,” said
ArunaHarder, chief operating offi-
cer of Signal Messenger, adding
from the user’s point of view the
social network’s policies are very
difficult to understand.

Signal has seen a spike in new
users from India following the up-
roarover WhatsApp's new privacy
policy. It has been among the top
downloaded app in India most of
January. In an email interaction,
Harder says the unique aspect of
Signalis thatitdoes not know any-
thingaboutanyone. “We collectno
data, have noadsever,and are not
driven by profit.”

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

¢4t RAJASTHAN STATE TEXTBOOK BOARD
T 2-2A, JHALANA DUNGRI, JAIPUR
[ PHONE : 0141-2700540, 2711237, 2703657 FAX : 01412710362

Corrigendum (Bid No. 213-214 dated 31.12.2020)
Continution of Bid No. 213-214 dated 31.12.2020 UBN No.
TBB2021GLRC00015, TBB2021GLRC00016 by which bids were invited upto date
20.01.2021, amended date and time for online submission of Bid no. 213 is 03.02.2021
upto 6.00 pm for Bid no. 214 is 29.01.2021 up to 06.00 pm. Corrigendum/ clarification
regarding bid document can be seen on website https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and http://education.rajasthan.gov.in/rstb.

Raj.Samwad/C/20/9076

Secretary

revivalin O2Cand retail segments,
and a steady growth in our digital
services business.”

been decriminalised by shifting
suchoffencesto penalty regime,as
per the Corporate Affairs Ministry.

%, RajCOMP Info Services Limited (RISL)

C-Block, 1st Floor, Yojana Bhawan, Tilak Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur.

Corrigendum

With reference to NIB issued vide no. F2.1(78)/RISL/Acct/2020-
21/12863 Dated:31/12/2020 (UBN No.RIS2021SLOB00042) for
“Hiring services of a registered Charted Accountancy firm under E-
Mitra Project in RISL”, now bid security/EMD can be submitted in Bid
Security declaration form in lieu of Demand Draft/B.G. Further last
date of submission is 29/01/2021 upto 03:00 PM.

Details can be seen on the websites http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://doitc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and

http://risl.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/20/9077

Director (Finance)

wi L Office of RUDSICO, External Aided i
RLIDS Project (RUIDP) =C
Rajasthan Urban Drinking Water Sewerage and Infrastructure Corporation Ltd. (RUDSICO)
Address:- AVS Building, Jawahar Circle, JLN Marg, Jaipur - 302017
Ph.- 141 2721966, Fax No.: 141 2721919

E-mail:- mail.ruidp @rajasthan.gov.in ~ Website:- www.ruidp.raiasthan.gov.in
CIN : U74999 RJ2004SGCO019961

No. F3 (301)(74)/RUIDP/PMU/Ph-IV/Third party inspection/12051 Date: 13.01.2021
Invitation for Proposals (IFP) for Third Party

Inspection Services under RUIDP

1. India has applied for financing from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) toward
the cost of Rajasthan Secondary Towns Development Sector Project (RSTDSP -
RUIDP Phase 1V). The Project will invest in the rehabilitation and expansion of
water supply, sewerage, drainage, heritage and other works component as
identified by Government in about 42 secondary towns of the State.

. Local Self Government (LSGD), GoR through RUIDP, the executing agency, now
propose to engage agencies for Third Party Inspection Services (TPIS) for Pre
dispatch inspections at Manufacturer’s works for Rajasthan Secondary Towns
Development Sector Project (RSTDSP, RUIDP Phase-1V) and Rajasthan Urban
Sector Development Program (RUSDP-RUIDP Phase-Ill).

n

BHARATIYA RESERVE BANK NOTE MUDRAN (P) LIMITED
([ ) (Wholly owned subsidiary of Reserve Bank of India)
® P.O.: RBNML, Salboni - 721132, Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal.
Phone No.: 03227-280176 / 280317; Fax No.:03227-280744 | 280222

OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY (OTE)/NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (NCB)

Tenders under Two Part bidding system are invited from experienced, resourceful, reputed
and bonafide Suppliers/Service Providers/Agencies/Contractors (as applicable) for the
following:-

1. SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, COMMISSIONING, TRAINING AND PERFORMANCE
TESTING OF DOUBLE HEAD SHEET COUNTING MACHINES TO BRBNMPL,
SALBONI, TENDER No. 043/SAL/PUR/2020-21.

2. CASUAL HIRING OF ESCORT VEHICLES ALONG WITH DRIVER(S) FOR ESCORT
DUTY ON ANNUAL RATE CONTRACT FOR FIVE YEARS ON YEARLY RENEWABLE
BASIS- WITH YELLOW NUMBER PLATE AT BRBNMPL, SALBONI, TENDER No.
044/SAL/PUR/2020-21.

3. SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, COMMISSIONING, TRAINING AND PERFORMANCE
TESTING OF BATTERY OPERATED FORK LIFT - 3 TON CAPACITY AT BRBNMPL,
SALBONI, TENDER No. 045/SAL/PUR/2020-21

Last date of submission of all the above tenders is 26.02.2021 by 11:30 Hrs. For downloading

tender documents and other details, kindly visit our website www.brbnmpl.co.in. Further

extension oramendment/s, ifany will be uploaded on our website only gy Manager

Lot No. Broad Material Eligible firms Estimated Cost
Description Accredited in field of (In Lacs)
inspection
Lot - 02 | RCC Pipes and specials IAF 16 Rs. 125

3. Inspecting Agency will be selected using Least Cost Selection basis from among
the eligible and qualified bidders. Technical and Financial Proposal for the above
assignment from the reputed firms/ organizations accredited by National
Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies (NABCB) in particular field of
Inspection are invited.

4. The Request for Proposal (RFP) document including Terms of Reference (TOR),

Technical and Financial Proposal forms for submitting the technical and financial

proposals are available at http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and can be

downloaded. The evaluation and qualification criteria and procedure of evaluation
of proposals and award of Contract are included in RFP document.

Proposals will be submitted at http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. Pre-bid meeting

will be held at 15-00 hours on 29.01.2021. Proposals will be received upto 15:00

hours on 16.02.2021.

6. Any addendum, clarification to the bidder’s queries and corrigendum etc will be
published at e-proc web site http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. In case there is a
holiday on the day of opening of bid, activities assigned on that date shall be
carried out on the next working day. Sd/-

UID 2021 RFP 0006 (Kumar Pal Gautam)

o

DIPR/C/523/2021 Project Director

New Delhi
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NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

SRDEN/HQ/MB acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders
against following tenders Nos. Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised
bids upto closing date and time only. Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender, and any such manual offer received shall be ignored. Contractors are allowed
to make payments against this tender towards tender document cost and earnest
money only through online payment modes available on IREPS portal like net
banking, debit card, credit cards etc. Manual payments through Demand draft,
Banker's cheque, Deposit receipts, FDR etc. are not allowed.

140-DRM-MB-20-21 Date: 22.01.2021

Tender No./Date

Maintenance of lawn of officer's bungalow, parks and other
service building in the section of SSE/DRM-Office under
ADEN/HQ/MB (152/2020 Revenue)

Name of work

Tender Closing Date/Time | 11.02.2021 at 16:00 hrs.
325,51,260.00
0.00

Period of Completion | 6 Months
No.: 75/W/2/3/WA/Sr.DEN/HQ/Publication/21 Dated: 22.01.2021

Earnest Money
Bidding Start Date

351,100.00
28.01.2021

Advertised Value

Tender Doc. Cost

183/21

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

¥ER  STATE INDUSTRIES PROMOTION CORPORATION OF TAMILNADU

19-A, RUKMANI LAKSHMIPATHY ROAD, EGMORE, CHENNAI - 600 008.
Dated: 22 .01.2021
TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE

Tender Notice issued vide the Reference No.4/F/F&R/T.
No.9,10,11/2020-21 dated 7.01.2021 which was published in daily
newspaper on 10.01.2021 for the auction sale of mortgaged assets of
M/s. Vijay Crates & Containers Pvt. Ltd., R.S.N0.138/3A & 138/3B,
Chittoor Road, Valakkanampudi Village, R.K. Pettai Taluk, Thiruvallur
District that was taken possession by SIPCOT U/s.29 of State
Financial Corporations Act 1951, alone is hereby cancelled due to

administrative reasons.
DIPR/ 483 /TENDER/2021 GENERAL MANAGER (F)

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE
The Chief Administrative officer/Const.-1I/Northern Railway, Kashmere Gate, Delhi, for
and on behalf of the President of India invites e-tender under Two Packet System for
the under noted work :-
Mode of Tender
Tender Notice No.

E-Tender (Two Packet)
74-W/3/2/443/WAJ/LKO Dated 22.01.2021

RFP No. GCSC/MF/2020-21/152
Gujarat Council of Science City
Science City Road, Ahmedabad-380060
Phone: 91-79 29703122

Mail: mail-gcse@gujarat.gov.in

Web: www.scity.gujarat.gov.in

[ prIOALAD

1) GCSC invites Request for Proposal (RFP) for
Renovation and Up-gradation of Existing Musical
Fountain at Science City, Ahmedabad.

2) GCSC invites Request for Proposal (RFP) for
Renovation and Up-gradation of IMAX Theatre at
Science City, Ahmedabad.

Details of the above mentioned RFP can be downloaded

from www.dst.qujarat.gov.in/ www.scity.gujarat.gov.in,

www.gujcost.gujarat.gov.in  and www.nprocure.com.

Interested Parties may read and download RFP docu-
ments.

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL
TERRITORY OF DELHI OFFICE OF THE
COMMISSIONER OF EXCISE., ENTT. & LUXURY
TAX | & N BLOCK, VIKASH BHAWAN, |.P. ESTATE,
NEW DELHI-110002
(COUNTRY LIQUOR BRANCH)

Tender ID: 2021_EXC_199043_1.

E-Tender for procurement of country Liquor
in NCT of Delhi (2021-22)

1- Tenders (online Tenders) are invited for
procurement of country liquor in National Capital
Territory of Delhi. The Notice inviting Tender (NIT)
has been uploaded and available alongwith the
terms and conditions and tender form. It can be

seen at downloaded from the website:
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in. The last
date of uploading the Tender document is
03/02/2021 upto 11.00 A.M.

All the tenderers are requested to have digital
certification and to get themselves registered
with Delhi govt. e-procurement portal. The
application service provider can be contacted at
“Help Desk” for registration, training (if required)
on any working day between 9.30 AM to 6.00 PM

23/01/2021
No.INF/ABD/1335/2021

Full name of work Executive Director

Central Power Research Institute

Switchgear Testing & Development Station,

Shahganj-Akbarpur Section (Zone-Il) :- Supply and
Stacking of 65mm gauge machine crushed hard stone
ballast as per RDSO specification for track ballast IRS-
GE-l (June 2016) (with update correction slips) in
between Shahganj (Excluding) to Akbarpur (excluding) in
connection with "Proposed Doubling of Jaunpur- .' "‘w':- POOMPUHAR SHIPPING CORPORATION LIMITED
Akbarpur of Lucknow Division on Northern Railway | (A Government of Tamilnadu Enterprise)

Rs. 26.51 crores X 692, (Old No. 473), Anna Salai, IV Floor, Nandanam, Chennai - 600 035.
18 (Eighteen) months : Ph: 2433 0505, 2433 0807; Fax: 2434 4593, 2433 5706
Tender documents will be available on IREPS website E-mail : pscship@gmail.com / pscship@dataone.in

i.e. www.ireps.gov.in from 28.01.2021 to 18.02.2021 CIN : U63090TN1974PLC006596

upto 11:30 hrs. GLOBAL TENDER

18.02.2021 upto 11:30 hours. Tender documents can be No. PSC/OPS/PMS/004/2020-21

uploaded by the tenderer on IREPS website w.e.f. Notice inviting tender for performance monitoring service

04.02.2021 to 18.02.2021 £ PSC chartered Is f iod of
18.02.2021 at 11:30 hours (immediately after close of 0 Chartered vessels Tor a period ot one year.

A Government of India Society) Govindpur, Bhopal-462023

Ph/Fax No.755 -2586283 E-mail: khairwar@cpri.in
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT):STDS-04 /2020 -21 Date:23.01.2021
Online e-tenders are invited from eligible suppliers/agencies/manufactures
for the following, conforming to national/international standards wherever
applicable: 1) Transformer Routine and Temperature Rise Test Lab for
Distribution and Power Transformers (RTL-NK-13). 2) 800kV, 80kJ Impulse
Voltage test System (RTL-NK-14). Tender documents including detailed
specifications and other terms & conditions can be downloaded from our
website www.tenderwizard.com/CPRI and www.cpri.in from 23.01.2021
onwards. No separate tender documents will be issued from our office. The

Approx. cost
Completion period

Availability of tender
document on Rly. Website

Last date/Time of upload
oftenders

Date and time of opening

bids are to be submitted online through www.tenderwizard.com/CPRI only. | |oftender ‘;P'°ad?"|9b‘_’; ‘e“fdtf]r (DI?)_-b'I” case of two palgkst Sys‘emdv Last date for Receipt : 15.00 hrs. on 24.02.2021 at
Bids submitted through any other mode will not be considered. Al cUbsaquently on the date & tme o banotifed lateron | | Tender opening : 15.30 hrs. on 24.02.2021 Help Desk

EMD

: Rs.1,00,000 (for Indian agencies)
: USD.1500 (for foreign agencies)
Value of Tender : Rs. 68,99,000/-
Prospective bidders are advised to refer our website
www.tamilship.com / www.tntenders.gov.in for specific

errata, addendum, extension etc. if any, shall be published on the CPRI
website only. Sd/- UNIT HEAD
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@ GOVERMNMMENT OF HaRYAMNA =it =

6th floor C Wing, Vikash Bhawan-Il.
Near Metcafe House)

Civil Lines, Delhi

Phone No. 23813523

EX e O | et AR e ik transparent details. The condition / requirement mentioned in
Ha | BOARSLOER (ALTE T L cronn | Pk s ceRke | SPEERIESTAET the website shall meet out by the bidders. This advertisement is Sd/-
T TR . and invitation for bid only. The details given in the website are (RAHUL SINGH)
| e | | SolKaerhi p— it comprehensive. EXCISE COMMISSIONER

(R A
THT .-rr

ELLTOE Of
TFARIE: SAIT CF FLY, TIRIRATE FECED

Further, all communications will be updated through our

DIP-SHABDARTH-0570-20-21

porid o b

2 HEAT ATHTR PSR A0 LEWH AT DL BN SR, CIm 1 SR RS TR, e L L B - i web site only. GENERAL MANAGER (OPS)
] | ey b L HIPI R T SR PUR B ERTTE oA TTH EVE | PR R 22y DIPR/468/Tender/2021

| URRERE MY il |

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www. haryanaepracurernent. gov.in or www.ﬂmd‘eu.hn,r mie.in

SRR |

[rsazmeer T HUJ V’g“&!m{tgﬂl R NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
o T rakashon b e Bl E-TENDER NOTICE

A = Gt Mo LA O VLIRS0 '-.'.'l:l.nt.l et L i bl il s DRM (Electrical) Jaipur, for and on

Fh o B P £9 T r Maii Ii M-a1-m71| |behalf of President of Union of India,

=] m’;"‘c":;“g’_'lrm“ 0L REFEREHCE/MIT KA. MATURE OF CORRTGERDILEM B g I OFTICER COMTACT EHOAT TERM NOTICE INWTING TEMDER invites e-tenders for following works:

T i COTETE LR AL, Cifice of the [Exccutive Engnecr (Cill, Pashulsi Barage Risnknsn), | | SN. 1. NIT No. : ELIJP/12/2020-21;

: Frae] ZUCWREI0-21 ATEGET 02000 | CORRIGERGLIM WL 1), THE LAST [ATE OF SHLINE BI0 SUEM ] 52100 A PR E L e invbes anine bids from interesied parties, Brief summany of terder is | | Name of work : JP-Electrical work i c/w

_.r:;-":' e TEMGER |G- 19 EXTERCED URTE F9 03,2021 (13060 HES o el in et bulav:- providing alternative control office for

R e 3 oL [DWTE BT EFIDE O SALE OF TERCEN FOEM UPTs 27002028 BY 1500 Teéwder Mdice Ralpmnca) DFCCIL in DRM office by dismantling of

2 LT FOT WO é:_flb.:uh;gl.::is;l:;}:;:u::u: W:g:i;: :_rg:ﬁf;q;ﬁ;lc:ﬂugnmﬁ gﬁﬂﬁﬂéﬂfﬂﬂfﬁg'c Vi AT lmﬂﬂ:.lr:ﬂnr::_m MIT B, ZURN20-ZWEE[CHPashulk Bamage | Conslnction of Cotie stone slabs and replacing it with RCC

: " DILERD WITH DT OF: S0 £ 50w, GHARMIKDS, ‘ o Dam'Bancha for Closurn Wark al Virshadra Barmge, Fasnuiok Rishikesh | |slab at 2nd floor of DRM office Jaipur,

5 & E-TEHEER FrapilBv R Teir IARST AT TF R THE DR SAlAIESE N 1P nn L e [ SR Eslimaled Gesl - Fs. BY BE 0200 Onhy (Left & Front wing). NIT cost : 7246955;

] HuAHI LA A TE B 1 0] A i AT R [ g (o o0 o e i & - ' 3 . % P .

e D4R R T ERE2020-21 DRTED THE LAST DATE OF OHLINE BID SUEMISSIn 05 S0 TENDED LD T TR I T FL T ate of dvaitslily of bid dosument on websile - Froen 1700 his. of| (Eamest Money Deposit : 144900;

| HYFHL 11113930 Z2001.2007 L14:00 HES] "'“""' '“"“'"" a1 prod pnorg. Z1 Januarg 2021 Tender opening date : 12.02.2021.

& e l'::; gﬁnfTETﬁ:l;??:'::}ﬁ-':r START RATE T80 300 NT 17500 5FS, £ CATE 00,00 2051 AT R S ACTAG LS Last dakn lor submission o bids on webeiie - Wale A7:00 hrs. al S.N. 2. NIT No. : EL/JP/13/2020-21;

O0F TviF s FOR PTG BARPAT, 100 3 i il RpsEhea.org 28 Januarg 20271, Name of work : JP-Electrical work in c/iw

IR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etendershry.nicin  [ful & furlner details, findly vizil e-procutement partal| - development of satelte track machine

e e hpcuklandecs goain Execuilive Engineer {Ciwil] depot at BKI. NIT cost : 3186767;

Earnest Money Deposit : 63700;

Tender opening date : 12.02.2021.

Note : Date & time of closing of
5R. MAME OF e G N ':E;;:::::: umm‘r;;:::! “usﬁn‘l’;": MODAL OFFTCERACOMTACT — PORANT OTIE e-tenders : On tender opening gdate
. MOARDYCORP. ALITH i FTIME] W_ﬂll.rFmElE’S- CEORP AT | DETAILS TMRTL This is notified for the information of Rail Passengers| |upto 15.00 hours. Date & time of

HIRIHG OF L HE, WEHFLE THEDUGH GUTSSUSC NG POLICY that Railways have decided to extend the stoppage of | |e-tender opening : On tender opening
JEERY BOORAICY MOHIPDE B, BOwESY SU G OF EGUIVALENT ; : ; ; ;
- S R b T A O i EE b L b LT PTEs s N " . Al following Specla_l trains at Gahmz-!r R_allway Station | |date after 15.00 hours. Complete
: b MO HEN TP GIVISION LHENTY, KUALKSHETEA ALORG WITH Q%0210 L CNTLEN w re ks bk uEsTL g i under Danapur Division as per details given below:- details of tender can be seen on
DRIVEN UNDBER THE FOAZSGHITION OF XEN 0F BIVISIGH website : http://www.ireps.gov.in
LT, WAL TR 1 Train No. & Name Station | Extended Date (from-Upto) 28-AM/21
O PRCRICE CORTRALT LBk FOS CRnire (NG CoT THE e _ - )
z LT FOLLOWING ELECTRICAL WAIRKS UPTO L BV LRER (D7) it § LA i el o b (EPT 02391 Rajgir-New Delhi Please join us on @@ /NWRailways
CIRCLE, IHITAH, ‘FAMIU A BAGAR =l N bbb Shramjeevi Express At 01.02.2021
AR DA PP, IO AL PR B UL PR LéA0 300 T B1BE6S21E Gahmar to STORES E-PROCUREMENT
2 i T e UL Ty o s, PR Az an Al WL | venpd ppstted aa 032392 New Delhi-Rajgir| - Station 31.03.2021 Tarsd ar FooAe Mo, SEAGIRN. 21, the
4 Vo RIT R D PGl P EF- 20802020 0T, (D121 LG Wit (a0 Tiigza [ isans. fy. [FEFTEL 7] hramjeevi Express 18-00-3 031, (1 A7 fendore have aen
- TINLY EMERGY BUDAT OF RGTIV, KHEDWR il Fi 11 el rgte g el s i N . cpicaded on Indian AaikwaysE
= PLRCHASE OF M ERIL AND LABCLIE WIRS FOr e i LN R Note: There will be no change in Timings & Fare structure. Mracurarmnt - pmisl  (REPSE -
5 HFDL HISAR HARUFACTURING (F S0 FENCING POST (PILLAR) COMPLETE L hdc g in o hL;:,'.uL;'",n This stoppage will be provided on an experimental basis.| |w=w.irepe.govis For Seisils &
oo [MML AESPECTS o+ | CFTLER VXM : T = Further continuation of stoppages in regular services will| |[™scssany guciines bor quoting againd
& FOLICE HOLESING CORR. U700, SIFRLY OF FLARLTURE FOR MITR FakSH [ VARICES POLICE 2a0.TE LA , . g o F e B N - - a-lr=der, Plaaxa v=al 1R-E- Frocursnms]
; ; T e S T wen Bphecig b e A depend on the basis of review of average per day Ticketsale| . "' o O iy
. L FROVITING L1 K DOLRLE .05 DA AREARGEMERTS AT 155 €11 Lacd oo ia AT 2IERITES and earning of this special train. adaised i get ,,.cln-. registered oo ihe
by - Trsl 5 =] iy by =N A i i -
*l.':_é'l;r;ﬂl-;fglh{rl:l L:;*{*“I%i::‘ﬁ_‘ﬂ:; ;.:.-'E‘,;':l"_‘.':'."'u_ Azl ETENIAEEN | Allnorms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID- b hll|=|‘=l_l|nr_\-:-:lr|=.m-_nn!_m el
¥ L] - et oy . . . . . ags - I8 I isiralan 18 manaAsorn 4o
" — IEHARNAL T ACCOMMCCATE THE FEEDIRG.CF 1 kY SISTAL !:Z'dlgsl e N —— q—;{hﬂf? 19 including Social distancing, sanitization etc., may be followed ;;r.-l:-:\::igm-n-: e it
IR [ TERDER |00 2021 HEC 155400 1) s i ol in the trains and at the Railway stations. All other precautions chaige 4] Ot w19 b s loclied
-ﬁ?ﬂ"&fﬁf‘? mﬂpfn:-;:ilg :LJ.I:I'-DHI:‘I'-?.J‘I.;:D.:” s iy associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured. crinmanly, [ s st agsnet
q =4 e : gt g i = AT LATS wrv rops. o b ok .'__ R N - - such & lpnders ihrcugh eomall pootfax
133 ¥ 205TH, B r'nvg-ﬁrﬁ_ﬂ:_:hﬁ{l AATE (TEMCER 10: 18,50 0 LATETNTN Integrated Helpline No. 139 Security Helpline No. 182 o i gt will bi il Sunmmariy
T HIGERTATION OF 220 %0 S/5TH, SARCHARH B PROYICIFG T TR ki |y Conakl ecabin 4 Thiypolics
0 = ARTITIONAL CNT KO, 500 PRAK, 230011656 T/F ALOMGEATTE z:“ 1= ‘E;f 15 LTS vrwa p, o I __:I‘:r'r"-_‘lﬂ-“"”:"' < iz Isfomalan dusng il chaes ool
ALLI=D SUCPVENTS (TERCES. [0 2031 HIC 15830, 1). - i il S| fin futan, oo wuch setica ahall ke
AIPLATEHENT OF | ST OF OLITUTOATID B SLUGRISH TLEY E parsimhed, Vandors e iqussled ko nel
L WO PAREEL BOWED WITH 1 55T OF MER 11 Ky W FRMEL L4.20.3021 . b FL L) ] = resgisleced wdlh IREFS and wisll pariad
11 e SR AT 133 6% 55T, Ml ATELA KALEN DURING THE 5505021 118 LaCs s .o | TSP O Tl areed g geea i for [ulee lesdera. (5]
— _WEAR -2 TEMDER IDc- a0 WS bRy 0, 1 I = s | e Ll — Plamen mub=il oifam gnline 1or the
FRCATCARG 0050 ik L3284 TIF PLNTH ALCHOWITH bt ey v s SM A, Tordier Mo - 306
o i ﬂ";,ﬁ.fﬂ‘:’;[ﬂiﬁnf{ﬁ'}nm l:rm'.-r:»;r 3ig.l*¥r‘?ﬁf S Hin e, e i Government of Karnataka FAMTENOTITAR020.21 Eriel
L b =171 & DL (i ) X Sl 3 e L1 A <odT] in ke e T, 1 P Mo, B4 CAER
KLUTANE, AHDT 10 SIS TI. AMCHARA FALSN AHD 43 16 aRiEa0 PO 0 WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT UL T -;:1:"-'1 e e
CAFGCITEN S0 BT 132 K S/ETRL LRLARS Advanced Centre for Integrated Water VALWE  FOR M8  COACHES
COMIULTARDY SEANEES HSL FEASBILITY RTEESEHENT AHD: RS TING ETE
PAERARATION 0F DFF FOR A LARHING GF REOAD FACH Resources Management (ACIWRM) f:;';:;';{.,": ,E'Urag;;ﬁﬂ 'i‘l :{.
- HAR AR, STATE ROADS A& m:.’ﬁéﬂ':ﬁ.“;";ﬂ?gﬁn"ﬁ-"éRm"{“ 341803031 ) e chaers. ey, BB 2B LG 11, First Floor, KSFC Bhavan, Thimmaiah Road, Bengaluru-560052 Aroses, cpkased. Ct13 Bal far
BRIDGES DEW. D0APA. LTD. {RCLLIGTSS PRCTISIDS OF FLYCWES, [N PATAUCT CITY BRD 4- LAk 202 e Sorrinndodpahod in No.: ACIWRM/EIC/LWM-SO&TSA/EOQ1/2020-21 Dated:21.01.2021 ?“—?&éﬁ?.?;:fh%mﬂ"nré
Lesdd i OF EXIETIHG 20 LANE ROE AT RAILVRY 200G 0L o5a, . e g n i
vl ATHAILY MO TH RISCREM CISTRIET, o N ] I | | 1] R ADB Loan No. 3836-IND: Karnataka Integrated and Sustainable Water OfLDE-3031 . MR Tender Ke 3TN
- - CIOTAOTITECa0-21. Brief Dascrplios,
R FOR FUHTHEH INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www. hEIr\'HI'IEIEFI'I'ﬂtl-IlEmEI'I-t E'DII' II'I or www.etenders.hry.nic.in Resources Management Investment Program (KISWRMIP) - Tranche-2 i i e
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) FOR Tupe Compesie Sk Blok far Fregh
SUPPORT ORGANIZATION (SO) SH0E R0t AL, Spetn RSO
AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT AGENCY (TSA) Specficatizn Moo WD 12-AER- BI0E wifh
— . AnveteE=anl M1 of May 2007 &
| AMCTUNT | EHD | ACIWRM, Government of Karnataka invites Expression of Interest to| [&=ensmam ko ol Sapt 16, Gy-1000
=, HAHE O QFE R NG DATH WESSITE P THE | NODALGPIRCERJCONTACT | | assistin implementing the Land and Water Management (LWM) Pilotsin|  |*a=. 1or Dibrugaih Tamnivarsstogr
RAME OF WORK MITICE TINDER [APPREE.) 1M | plementing tn 9 Parecl, D200 Kt har FramdusSSD
s ittt CLOSTHG DATE RAIPEES L il DITALS/IMML | ]two selected distributaries (D17 and D 95) of Tungabhadra Left Bank | |eiyy-ann wies for S Hangaigment
. - nes - - . o OLyEz-aava Canal (TLBC) for ‘WaorkshopDiepod. Gty 3000 Hos. tar Hew
. WIDENDNG BND STRENGTHEADNG OF SENGIPUR TO DHALLSA (10 5320 1M OO . 5 PR
5 T e . i o] AT 3 i o in380, P.L. - -
][ e TR HAMLIMA KAGAR: DISTAICT {FE-IKVITE) + 1 DTHER WERK 100 3021 ST | MR ois) o PR 1) Support Organization (SO) and Frimrlaliri Rl e
TERIGRTION & WATLR | REPIODELIG Gl LEGHA, MUNOR AL 00 10800 CUF TAKING AT RO £5500)- —— ST, 2) Technical Support Agency (TSA) PCMM
L] | RESOCHGERERSIVABNE' |- LN LAL APt KRG KNI LM CHOnlt TR IO TN | gy STRARIACE | Wpsffetedeshynen | e For details and Terms of Reference (TOR), please visit cms.adb.org | | {E) MIRTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
I;T;l"“fﬁﬂ:fﬂp Ll L U e o 2 il Dt AL L Interested agencies will need to register on the CMS portal to apply for
i | RE L OF E[: FATEHES 15T FROM EH. i | LATE - : i i
1| restnces peramvesT | PEPAIRSNG OF DUHAG n}#f;Tll-Eigg.::liﬁln?;ﬂ FROM EM. 0,000 TO 1@;’:-.51_ 2314 LACE, hifpsedanidens Fiv ricin wmjﬁ:#;mii:m above works. Any clarification can be sought from registrar@aciwrm.org
HEREEMS, REWARE | ik bl | s Eligible agencies may submit filled EOI forms separately for SO and TSA
IFRIGATION & WATER = ; ’ along with necessary documents through electronically at cms.adb.or
{ | FESOURCESCEPARTWENT | DOGGING | DESULDGIMG CF FOND VILLAGE BIRHL + 3 DTHER woRes | Cene DR IZTILCE | hitpssijetenderm ey ricin r"'ﬂ?i‘-g;,”: on o?before24 Febzary2021 beforeZ% 30hrs IST y g
HASTAHA,CH CADRI z S . :
X . . . .
TRRIGETIH & WATER . RELN T R P P Sd/- Registrar/ Engineer-in-Chief
§ | AESOURCES DEPRRTHENT b e S e e B WELKS | Wmedestonn | JERESSEL DIPR/DDU/Avan(il2525/2020-21 ACIWRM, Bengaluru
e ) vl = . S
1FRIGETION & WATER JISTEMFERING PAIKTING SXTERIOR ACRYLIC EMLESIIM PAINT S0 PR w. o GFeet Maintain
: RESCLURCES DERARTHENT 150 SERAIR AHD REPLACEMENT IH FH7 TN CAHAL DOLCRY AND = 3 u'mmms.g;iﬁ 43 1805 hittps:fetendars. hiy.nicin i"f“l’f;‘h'_m . @ Mask 'n' F°'[',?;".’af,2¥,?;°a' 'n' | &H;ﬁ.’;ﬂe
HARNSHE, SIALSRAN CTHER WLRAE o PR ITRRTTA QR
SUPPLY, INGTALLETIGM, TESTIRG, KD COMMISSHINING GF 300 CAGTTAL
IERIGATER & WATER WATER LEVEL SECURDES {DAVLRS] {RI-VEMTED SEESSUEE THHE S b OLF 25 SAINIK SCHOOL KAPURTHALA (PUNJAB)
! HESCRRCES DERRRTHENT JRCCRETIC TYPE] WITH TELEMETRY, IHCLUDING FERCING AHD Fm;m 510 {ACRE bl feterdars. by, ricin Tk ogralon CBSE AFFILIATION NO 1680001
TREANS PRI ursrul_'s-lﬂm_n:l CATA, r.-;:;;llﬂrr:l*li Ef&-'_l_l:“rj.u:ﬁ WITH 75 == mdla Phone No - 01822-230184
TR TER T BT R T o AR LT T ok T PR A PR, P O L Recruitment Notice - Female Candidates only
2 | pom woHEN EHERFUR u-l.u'-. E-TEMDER FOR: FIRCHASINS OF D4 KO, MARRECLIN E?&;ﬁ: ADE00 itpesictendess b racin | bpsoree prechineaailoom 1. The Recruitment of the following posts on contractual basis for one year for female candidates as per details given below: -
EOHEPAT ] | Particulars 01 x Matron 01 x Nursing Sister 02 x General
: LWFIRE OF DAY STORE FITCHTNG OF EOTIEUT TERTH AT WILLAGE ZLOL L Lo = : B31GL-316E8 Employees (Ayah)
i D vy ol s KEDRAK BLOCK KAITHAL F7.01.3021 LRG| MmiEeamniicn | preeseng vy nicin Reservation OBC Tnreserved o1 -STand
CELECTICN GF CORSLTARCY FIRM FOR PADIELT DEYELGFHENTR 01 - Unreserved
MAALSGEMENT CORSILTANT FOR RESACEVERT OF FXISTIG éﬁgﬁﬂ:ﬁoﬂf 16 Feb 2021
COHVERTIOMAL LAMAS WITH LED: LBk 05 [RETALLATION OF REW LED g 1 niss
i 1600 202 A0 application form
n IRICHEYAT] RRL, ABALS, STAEET LTS WITH HEW POLES AMD CRBUES (RS THE CRIEE MAY S T A KL g e e bey, ficin ”
| & i TRALI mpmth - i Tt LR (] e arh@key iz Consolidated Pay | Rs 20,000/ Rs 20,000/ Rs 15,500/
ﬂl“::rﬁ-?-:-‘nlg" Gh aELf :I-l-:ﬂﬂ;l-“& HEI‘-T_I'»H.-‘E FI": I;EH;H'I:} A Essential Essential. Should have passed Matriculation or equiv- | (i) Nursing Diploma/ | (i) Matriculation or
b .I.'J' Lh.l.' LA TN LD 15““'5"1"}. o qualification alent examination and should be able to converse fluent- | Degree (ii) 5 years experi- | equivalent
MILAEES AR UTHER SELICTLD VILLAGLE [H THE STATE GF HERTAMA ly in English. Desirable. (i) BA/B Sc / B Com degree (ii) | ence or ex- service of | (ii) Will be required
i FSHERES DEFAATHERT CDORE LINKG CF ROHD RO, 45, 45 AT RATICHAL AISH SEED FARM, 20L302L 4 3 CEORE fctondars v ra 1ETIE0En Attainments in sports / Art/ Music (jii) Mature ladies with- | Medical Assistant trade |to undergo a physi-
HARYAME | PAHCFRLILE TeTS4R TASTT. 51 FTA & D (THRA P s VoS 100302 | rpe . M I TehivigEtey, fic.in out encumbrances and with experience of handling chil- | with atfleast_rs years se(rvi cal and a skill test.
Ty R 5 7 A, T L T o 3 FTETI =TT = COO dren with affection will be preferred. (iv) Individual able to | ice after Training. (iii
CHIEF EXECUTivg SHEA SURELY O 20 TRECYCLLGRARNGE BI0CEW SRE RS FUR FTRTE LT AT ! .0 pr ¢ o
? : : ; k fluently in English will f ' Individual able t k
12 ] s psremn, kAL SPECFIATICH SO & RATE DL A02L R FER I AT Bt g mal Loom speak fluently in English will be given preference fluently in English wil b
| 13| TIih PeAal farr, | SUPPLY OF (74 SAATTARE NAMON DOSOSAL MAHE (cIuERATORy | 0T st tegricin | SRR e §S0years o age given preference.
| DERECTDR HEALTIE SERVICES, | FAINTING FWTERLAL BLACKOLT STRA, FLEX WITH DOGITAL FRINTIRG. | CLOGTSS CATE R = = g g i Fees along with | General/OBC- Rs. 5007, SC/ST-Rs 250/-
1 | (7 pancinoLe, nnview WITH 4 EYELLT T5) AN A4 BROCHURE {E-TENDER) TS.0EEL i bt i Boue application form
CERECTLR HEALTH SETNICES, | - ETE FapE AT " CLOETHG DATE $E50H). | o 2. For detailed advertisement and application form, please Visit school website: www.sskapurthala.com.
s (TH] PAHCHELLA, HASANA | FHLYRIGRRIEHLL WG, M T rrﬂJ',kﬂPﬁ PAETS [ (G 3021 x ““ﬂ""l':"mhs'h:r" " . 1641 3. The school administration reserves the right to cancel all or any of the vacancies due to non-availability of suit-
able candidates or administrative/policy reasons.
SERUHRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : wwhawanaeprmurement.gw in or www.etenders.hrynicin | | ssoun Principal
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Elect, 25 Nunnery. Down: 1 Cafes, 2 Roc, 3 lota, 4 Loofah, 5 Pastimes, 6 Dentistry, 7

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

You have played to

Spare a thought for

CROSSWORD 4335 DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
VERNE, YO HOW? L L Do FEE
Do T HAVE o BE " T BPPRRRBAX.S | oges 4
10 B0 BALK A K !i' = Had ;5&5"&'3‘3‘5 A ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
TORE & MIb Ak *J'|-|5TIF"-JT According to the Ifyou are totally
7] TOU LIPS YOURE AS YOUNGS theory of the resistant to change
: TOSETHER I IS 00 FEEL, - harmony of the youwill be oblivious
i = PPEREBYRE...= spheres, when the to today's emotional
0w, i planets are arranged in sucha planetary picture, butif you are
W BPERE - - H / I FeEL taut fashion they play a very ready to move on, you will
- i ELEVENRTY ~FOUR, delicate tune. This is why your realise that life is becoming
; S REREERE. difficulties may so easily more adventurous by the day.
H & become massive advantages. It Some of you will be driven by
¥ 5 is strange, as you'll discover, the professional ambitions today,
i way that fortune can change at others by a need to come top in
= amoment's notice. your community.
=
E TAURUS (Apr. 21 - May 21) SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
o This is one of those It may be a good idea
@ profound moments @ toallow others'
. when the planets needs at home or at
CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson draw your attention work to take
- to higher spiritual truths. If precedence over yours. The
ACROSS DOWN r Ty WRITIHG P CHRETWAS Wi T Ol .lﬂ,‘.lil',ll',l'ﬂ.'ﬁ-’il'f 1V GoT A S000 Uoke T WMST BE SAD BEWE you're in tune with your reward for such selflessness will
U Gllbebmsaninsigtorol 1 Momadetomeanre(t) | LIST, KOBGES. THINC OF | 00 DONT | XD & BEST FRIEND, WIAT| A SPECIES WiTh SO celesalpatemsyoulactonly - olwsoont Plus you wil ot
u in maybe, i ot A THING | -1 W e & P -. ATIGH.. of the highest : ; !
6 Nuts - crack almonds to start to gethome (9) SHOMALD | _ADD TN :‘I: I."!'I ":‘fj '_!fl LD B TVGER, AT LITTLE AGINATIGN But, in relationships, what and find new vistas opening up.
with (4) 3 Sensational piece of luck I Ay " i matters most is a mental And, once that happens, you'll
10 He doesn’t win in a close-run getting free (5) R rapport, a sense that you and be ready to leap into the future.
race (5) 4 Beaclumsy fat lover of Heloise ! your partner are on the
11 Such arite is suited to a solemn (7) same wavelength. SAGmAm?ge(]:ngv\;nggV%ﬁ{
sacrament (9) 5 They produce pictures around N N
12 Playful recreation which takes Ches'ter (7)_ GEMINI (M"l?gezrfl;!:ll :;;tzi: zlow giﬁ:gfaﬁ: itIt]ezjrlan
a dgal to get started (4,4) 7 Mg(le Louise embraces the absolutely perfect Mercury teamé up
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

Open E-Tender Notice
The Sr. Divisional Engineer-I1I, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for
the following work.
Name of |Reconditioning of worn out Points and Crossings in the jurisdiction of
Work ADEN/NDLS

Rs.62,23,039.94 (Rupees Sixty Two Lakh Twenty
Three thousand Thirty Nine & Ninety Four paisa Only)

Rs.1,24,500/- (Rupees One Lakh Twenty Four
Thousand Five Hundred Only)

Rs.0.00/-

Approx. Cost of work

Earnest Money to be

Deposit

Cost of tender document

Date & Time of submission

of tender bid and opening
of tender

Website particulars where

complete details of tender

documents can be seen

*The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system

(IREPS) sitei.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system.

«Forall terms and conditions please refer tender document.

«No manual offers are acceptable.

«Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be acceptable through net banking

or payment gateway only.

No. 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/36/2020-21/W-3

Dated : 21.01.2021 169/2021

Serving Customers With A Smile

16.02.2021 @ 15:00 Hrs.

www.ireps.gov.in

" National Innovation

Foundation-India
Grambharti, Amrapur, Gandhinagar-Mahudi
Road, Gandhinagar, Gujarat-382650
Notice Inviting Tender No. NIF/2021/ADIM/001
TENDER No. NIF/2021/ADM/001- Sealed
tenders are invited for Supply of
Machines, Equipment's and Software's for
Workshop. Last date & time of bid
submission is 12.02.2021 at 1000 Hrs.
S/D Director

davp 36118/11/0001/2021

SHRI LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI NATIONAL SANSKRIT UNIVERSITY

(Central University)
B- 4, Qutub Institutional Area, New Delhi -110016
S.No.: F. 7(514)/LBNSU/UWD/2020-21 Dated: 21.01.2021
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed item rate tenders are invited for the under mentioned work
from the approved and eligible CPWD contractors /
specialized agencies. NIT No. 07/2020-21/LBSU/UWD (T.I.D.
No0.2021_SLBS_585120_1) Infrastructure development of the
university during 2020-21(S.H.:- S/I/T/C of Public Address System
etc. in Swarna Jayanti Sadan basement). Estimated cost -
Rs.8,93,257/-, Earnest Money - Rs.17,865/-, Time Allowed - One (1)
Month, Tender Fee - Rs. 1000/- (Non-Refundable).
Last date & time of receipt of applications : 10/02/2021 up to 4.00 P.M.
Date & time of issue of tenders : 12/02/2021 up to 4.00 P.M. Last
date & time of Submission of tenders : 17/02/2021 up to 3.00 P.M.
Date & time of opening of tenders : 17/02/2021 from 3.30 P.M. For
eligibility criteria, other details & corrigendum, if any, please visit
websites : www.slbsrsv.ac.in & www.eprocure.gov.in - ReGISTRAR

Government of Gujarat
Narmada Water Resources, Water Supply and
Kalpsar Department
Tender Notice No.29 of 2020-2021

—_

Name of work Renovation & upgradation of HT, LT power
supply (including replacing old overhead
conductors by new underground cables),
transformers, LT panel, APFC panel, external
lighting (including new LED flood lights on
existing high mast poles, New LED street-

light fittings with new poles at dykes1, 2, 3,
4 and inside dam campus), Replacement of
Passenger elevatorfor gallery inspection
and other miscellcous electrical works like
point wiring, fans, light fittings etc. at the
Dharoi dam and Dharoi colony, at Dharoi,
Dist. Mahesana, Gujarat Estimated cost
(Rs. 3 crore)

2 | Date of Online 08/0212021 to 08/03/2021 up to 16.00

Tender Submission | Hrs.
3 | Last Date of 09/03/2021 to 16/03/2021 up to 18.00
Submission of Hrs.

Physical Document

4 | Office Name and
address

Executive Engineer, Irri. Mech. Div. No.7,
"Bahumali Bhavan", B-Block, 4" Floor,
Manjushree Mill compound, Girdharnagar,
Asarwa, Ahmedabad-380004,

Phone No. (079-29703375)

Any kind of amendments will be published only on online & will be
final & binding to all. For further details, contact to this office during
office hours. Detailed Tender Notice can also be seen on
www.statetenders.com and www.nwr.nprocure.com

g f&
HIST—HIGIIGT Ud 3T~ JRI0T UIgq STeryfel

Tag  gRT qfud fear S

& fmior 39 B gRT M
g-wiagivde  fafqer  arHAvr  wEAr |
DWSD/KUR/RPWS/SIM-05/2020-21511  fafdr==
WMER U3 § PR — 239251 (Drinking Water and
Sanitation) 20-21(D) gRT YTRId &, &I 7+ YR A

e fham Sirar a—

02/02/2021 up to 05:00 P:M
at Office of the
1.Executive Engineer, DW&S Div. Simdega.
2. Superintending Engineer, DW&S Circle, Gumla.
3. Regional Chief Engineer, D.W.& Dept. Ranchi
Region, Ranchi
. ] FriuTa® Afrar
I g vd o gomad REM | Yeyorel Td T@Odl YAvS, RIS
PR 239971 Drinking Water and Sanitation(20-21).D

Last Date Of Submission of cost of
BOQ & EMD (Hard Copy)

Government of Gujarat
Narmada Water Resources, Water Supply and
Kalpsar Department
Tender Notice No.7 of 2020-2021

1 | Name of work

Supply, Installation, Testing and
Commissioning of D.G. Set 320 KVA-2
Nos. at-Dharoi dam site and Supply,
Installation, Testing and Commissioning of
40 H. P. Polder submersible pump set 2
Nos with required all acccssories etc. in
Drainage gallery at Dharoi Dam site. Dist.-
Mahesana, Gujarat

Estimated cost Rs. 72,00,000/-

08/0212021 to 08/03/2021 up to 16.00

2 | Date of Online

Tender Submission | Hrs.
3 | Last Date of 09/03/2021 to 16/03/2021 up to 18.00
Submission of Hrs.

Physical Document

4 | Office Name and
address

Executive Engineer, Irri. Mech. Div. No.4,
"Bahumali Bhavan", B-Block, 4" Floor,
Manjushree Mill compound, Girdharnagar,
Asarwa, Ahmedabad-380004,

Phone No. (079-29703314)

Any kind of amendments will be published only on online & will be
final & binding to all. For further details, contact to this office during
office hours. Detailed Tender Notice can also be seen on www.state-
tenders.com and www.nwr.nprocure.com No.INF/ABD/1320/2021

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby
informed that a lady namely
Kumkum, Sharma with her
son Akhil age 13 years, W/o
Sh. Vikas, R/o H. No. 437/2,
Laxmi Vihar, Burari, Delhi,
Age: 36 years, Height: 54",
- Built: Strong, Complexion:
Akhil Sallow, Face: Round,
Wearing: Green Colour Suit and Salwar, Pink and White Colour
Sandal in her feet has been missing from her home since
13.11.2020 at 7.00 am. In this regard a vide DD No. 76A, dated
13.11.2020 has been registered at P.S. Burari, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing lady but no clue has come to light so far. if any one having
any information about this lady please inform undersigned.

Kumkum Sharma

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.nic.in
Ph.: 011-24368638,24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

DP/888/N/2021

SHO
P.S. Burari, Delhi
Ph.: 011- 27616844/8750870132

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General Public is hereby informed that
one boy Namely: Aabid, S/o: Jafir, R/o:
H.No. F-997, J.J. Colony, Bawana,
Delhi, Age: 16 Years, Height: 5'5",
Complexion: Fair, Face: Long, Hair:
Black, Wearing: White Jacket & White
Pant has been missing/kidnapped
since 08.01.2021 from Bawana Nahar
J.J. Colony, Delhi. In this regard FIR
No. 16/2021, U/s 363 IPC, Dated
08.01.2021, has been lodged at P.S.
NarelaIndustrial Area, Delhi.

AABID

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing/kidnapped boy but no clue has come to light sofar. If
anyone have any information about this missing/kidnapped boy
please inform the undersigned.
Web-site : http://cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in

Fax: 011-24368639
DP/732/0N/2021

SHO
P.S. Narela Industrial Area, Delhi
Ph.: 011-27787592, 27787593 & 7065036324

The general public is hereby informed that
a girl namely Sunder D/o Raghunath
Gupta R/o H.No. 638, Gali No. 06, Arvind

Nagar, Ghonda, Delhi has been kidnapped
since 15.01.2021 from her house. In this |

regard, FIR No. 16/21, dated 15.01.2021 F

u/s 363 IPC has been registered at P.S. | =

Jafrabad, Delhi. Sincere efforts have |§

been made by the local police to trace out

the kidnapped girl but no clue has come to

light so far. The description of the m

kidnapped girlis as under:

Name: Sunder, Gender: Female, Age: about 16 years,

Height: 4', Complexion: Shallow, Face: Round, Built: Thin,

Identification: Mentally abnormal, Wearing: Maroon colour

frock, pink-white colour sweater, black colour pajami and

slippers on her feet.

If anyone has any information regarding this kidnapped girl,

kindly inform SHO/Jafrabad, Delhi.

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 01124368638, 24368641 SHO
Fax : 011-24368639
DP/539/NE/2021

P.S. Jafrabad, Delhi..
Ph. No. 011-22560191, 22170773

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Lakshay, S/o Gulshan, R/o B-56, Bhagwati Garden
Extn., Uttam Nagar, Delhi, has Committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 420/19 U/S
33/58 Delhi Excise Act, P.S. Janakpuri, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said Lakshay cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Lakshay has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Lakshay of FIR No. 420/19 U/S 33/58 Delhi Excise Act,
P.S. Janakpuri, Delhi is required to appear before this
Courtto answer the said complaint on or before 29.03.2021.

By Order

Ms. Neetika Kapoor,
Metropolitan Magistrate,
Room No. 05, Ground Floor,

DP/325/WD/2021(Court Matter) Dwarka Courts, Delhi

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU
COMMISSIONERATE OF SOCIAL WELFARE
2" Floor, Panagal Maaligai, Saidapet, Chennai — 600 015.
SHORT TENDER NOTICE

Roc.No.685 / WW-1(1) / 2021 Date: 22.01.2021

Sealed Tenders are invited from the Manufacturers of gold coins and
jewellery/ Dealers in gold coins who are engaged in the business of Gold
Jewellery / Gold Coins, its import and export, towards the supply of 1,22,330
numbers (One Lakh Twenty Two Thousand Three Hundred and Thirty Only) of
22 carat purity Gold Coins (each eight grams), to be issued to the beneficiaries
under the 5 Marriage Assistance Schemes implemented by the Department of
Social Welfare, Tamil Nadu State, from 23.01.2021 t0 08.02.2021 upto 3.00 p.m.
The Tenders will be opened on 08.02.2021 at 3.30 p.m. at the Commissionerate
of Social Welfare, Chennai-15, by the Tender Scrutiny Committee in the
presence of the Commissioner of Social Welfare and the representatives of the
tenderers who choose to be present. The Tender document with all conditions
can be obtained in person on all working days from 23.01.2021 to 08.02.2021
upto 1.00 p.m. at the above address by paying document (application fee) fee of
Rs.1,000/- (Rupees One Thousand only) in the form of Demand Draft / Bankers
Cheque or by downloading the same from the website www.tenders.tn.gov.in at
free of cost. An EMD of Rs.4,89,32,000/- (Rupees Four Crores Eighty Nine
lakhs and Thirty Two Thousand only) has to be remitted by means of Demand
Draft drawn from any one of the Nationalised / Scheduled Bank in favour of
Commissioner of Social Welfare, Chennai-15 along with the tender in the
technical bid cover.

A Pre-Bid meeting will be held on 27.01.2021 at 11.00 a.m. at the above
address.

Allother conditions are specified in the tender document.
DIPR/452/TENDER/2021 Commissioner of Social Welfare

No.INF/ABD/1314/2021
N n

NOTICE

Regt. No. 100050428 CT/GD NEERAJ KUMAR S/o SH.
RAJBIR CHOUDHARY, VILL- H.NO.- 190/1/B SEC-23
SANJAY NAGAR, PO-KAVI NAGAR, PS- KAVI
NAGAR, DISTT- GHAZIABAD (UTTAR PRADESH)-
201002 is hereby informed that you have been
absenting from 22ND BN I.T.B.P. Force Tigri Camp New
Delhi w.e.f. 08.01.2020 without permission of the
competent authority. You were directed to report for duty
in the office of the undersigned, but you did not report
for duty till date. Thus a Court of Inquiry was ordered
against you and as per recommendation of the Court of
Inquiry you were declared Deserter w.e.f. 08.01.2020.

2. You are hereby directed to report for duty in the unit
at 22ND Bn Tigri Camp, New Delhi-80 within 30 days of
the publication of the notice, failing which you will be

dismissed from service without further notice.
Sd/-
Commandant

davp 19112/11/0184/2021 22nd Bn. ITB Police

New Delhi
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ZIDANE TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID-19
Spanish club Real Madrid’s coach and former footballer Zinedine
Zidance has tested positive for Covid-19, the La Liga club revealed on
Friday. The Frenchman will now enter a period of self-isolation.

Olympic-size dilemma

As organisers press ahead with the Olympics, anticipation makes way for anxiety on ground

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 22

AROUND THIS time last year, a Japanese city
roughly 400 km from Tokyo was preparing to
roll out the red carpet for a part of India’s
Olympics-bound contingent.

Yoga workshops were being held across the
town and food recipes played outon local chan-
nels as the residents of Kurobe tried to under-
stand Indian culture before they would host the
archery teamin the build-up to the Games.

Ayear on, the cultural sensitisation drive
has been put on the back burner. Instead, the
people in Kurobe are familiarising themselves
with pandemic protocols. “I went there last
week for a yoga workshop. People there are
anxious about what's going to happen,” says
Randeep Rakwal, a professor at the University
of Tsukuba who is also the liaison between
Kurobe city officials and India’s sports ministry.

Organisers determined, peopleworried

On Friday, after The Times reported that
Japan was looking to cancel the Olympics be-
cause of the pandemic, the country’s govern-
ment said in a statement that ‘Prime Minister
(Yoshihide)Suga has expressed his determina-
tion to hold the Games.

A day earlier, International Olympic
Committee (IOC) president Thomas Bach too
had said the Games would go ahead as sched-
uled, from July 23 to August 9.

“We have, at this moment, noreason what-
soever to believe that the Olympic Games in
Tokyo will not open on the 23rd of July. This is
why thereis noPlanB,” Bach told Kyodo News.
But on the ground, the anticipation for the
world’s biggest sporting event has made way
for anxiety. “I feel people are more worried
now,” Japan’s hockey coach Siegfried Aikman
tells The Indian Express from the team’s train-
ing base in Kakamigahara. “In the area where
we train, there is no Covid. But the increasing
cases in Tokyo are a concern for many.”

Rakwal,aDelhi-born Japanese resident, adds
that public opinion about the Olympics “was
not so good even before the pandemic.” Now, it
hasworsened.Inapoll earlier this month, more
than 80 per cent of Tokyo residents said they
wanted the Games tobe either postponed (44.8
per cent)or cancelled (35.3 per cent).

Safety and monetary issues
Thereasons for this are various, according to
Rakwal, but primarily because of the healthand
financial stress caused by the pandemic.
“People wonder how things will be managed if

Chennai Tests
behind closed doors

KOLKATA: CLOSED-DOORS TESTS, three
rounds of Covid testing in the lead-up to the
first game, team hotel blocked for outsiders
- India’s home international season is set to
commence in afortnight. After a gap of nearly
a year-and-a-half - the last home Test was
played in November 2019 - India would be
hosting a home Test series, and the Tamil
Nadu Cricket Association (TNCA) secretary RS
Ramasaamy confirmed that the first two Tests
of the four-match series against England, to
be played in Chennai, would be held behind
closed doors.

“We have been instructed (by the
BCCI) that crowds would not be allowed.
Not even the press would be allowed.
That's the situation now,” Ramasaamy
told The Indian Express.

The BCCI, however,is notincreasing the host-
ingfeeforthe stagingassociation, whichremains
Rs2.5 crore per game and without fansthe TNCA
would miss out on gate receipts - nearly Rs 1
crore over five days by arough estimate.

“Both teams are staying at the Leela
Palace. The entire hotel has been blocked.
Upon arrival, they will undergo Covid tests
followed by two more rounds of testing
(before the match). This is applicable to
everybody, including some of the ground
staff,” the TNCA secretary said. ENS

Satwik the

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 22

SATWIKSAIRA] RANKIREDDY is thrilled to
be on the badminton court with his strat-
egy: attack, attack. He doesn't actually go
ballistic, trying to mangle every shuttle that
floats in his orbit. He can sting even stand-
ing, like someone catching a butterfly. But
the burly enforcer knows the thunderous
trick that bulges up his sleeve - his ability
to kill a rally with one swing of the axe, the
moment he pleases.

On Saturday, along with his partners
Ashwini Ponappa and Chirag Shetty, Satwik
provided Indian badminton the solid rocket
booster separation - for the first time two
doubles pairings will be in semifinals of a
Super 1000. Singles players PV Sindhu and
Sameer Verma exited before the business end
kicked in, losing their quarters.

It's taken a while, but Indian doubles pair-
ings have finally taken centrestage. Satwik-

Japan and the I0C stood firm on their commitment to host the Olympics this year. Reuters

double the number of people land up in Tokyo
for amonth. Job losses are severe, poverty has
increased and come out in the open,” he tells
this paper. Theissues extend beyond the Games
themselves. As per Kyodo News, athletes and
support staff fromroughly 180 countries are to
be hosted by approximately 500 municipali-
ties across Japan under the Tokyo Olympics’
host-town initiative.

One of the host towns is Kurobe and Rakwal
says there are underlying concerns in the city,
a virtual Covid-free zone, about hosting ath-
letes froma country with more than 10 million
cases. The town officials are scrambling to put
in place a plan to create a secure environment
for the Indian archers, which has to be submit-
ted to the Games organisers next month.

“They are wondering how many PCR tests
to conduct on players, what should be their
mode of transport, how to monitor them, who
will be the people to take care of them... They
donot know what to do because they have not
experienced this; they are in remote areas
which are almost Covid-free,” Rakwal says.
Public interaction was the most important as-
pect of the host-town initiative. Indian archers
were tovisit people at their homes, share meals
and meet children during their stay. “That be-
comes very difficult now,” he says.

Ready to play?
Aikman, the Dutch coach of Japan’shockey
team, points to the other issue — preparation

Mathews rolls

ASSOCIATED PRESS
COLOMBO, JANUARY 22

AN UNBEATEN hundred by Angelo Mathews
helped Sri Lanka to 229-4 at stumps Friday
on the first day of the second test against
England. Mathews came in to bat at 7-2 after
James Anderson had dismissed both Kusal
Perera (6) and Oshada Fernando (0) in the
morning session. The former Sri Lanka cap-
tain was then tested by a probing spell of fast
bowling by Mark Wood, who had him in
trouble with a couple of short deliveries.
Wood was constantly bowling to Mathews
onmiddle and leg-stump with aleg-gully in
place expecting the batsman to flick one.

Mathews did not take the bait but a
bouncer struck his glove and landed where
there was no fielder before crossing the
boundary rope. That brought up Mathews'
half-century.

"We lost the openers early unfortunately
and we just had to see through a few overs
and get the ball slightly older and look for
runs,” Mathews said. "Scoring runs was
tough although the wicket was flat. England
were on the money not giving away too
many loose balls.”

Lahiru Thirimanne gave solid support to
Mathews. Sri Lanka added 69 runs for the

leading up to the Olympics.

The Olympics are the end product of a rig-
orous qualifying system, which has gone hay-
wire because of the pandemic. So far, only four
sports - cycling, equestrian, hockey and soft-
ball - have completed their qualifying events.
For the remaining 29, the timelines have been
extended and processes modified. But the pre-
vailing travel restrictions and protocols mean
itis still not clear if qualifying for all sports will
be completed in time.

And for those who have qualified, like
Aikman’s Asian Games champions, there are
few opportunities to play matches. Japan has
imposed restrictions on teams entering the
country and getting clearances to play overseas
has become tougher after the emergence of
new virus strains.

“We are allowed to practise and there are
tournaments being played within Japan. But it
is almost a year since we last played an inter-
national match,” Aikman says.

Political call

The future of the Tokyo Games, according
toRay Saito from the faculty of culture and sport
policy at the Toin University in Yokohama, will
also be influenced by the general elections
scheduled later this year. The cancellation costs,
Saito told The Ticket podcast, would sway pub-
lic opinion as well.

With Tokyo's reputation on the line and
money at stake for the IOC, the organisers are
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Angelo Mathews brought up his fifth
Test century on home soil and the first
against England. Reuters

third wicket before Anderson struck in the
second ball after lunch as Thirimanne nicked
one to the wicketkeeper.

Stand-in captain Dinesh Chandimal then
joined Mathews and the duo produced a 117-
run stand for the fourth wicket.

Wood was persisting with some high
quality fast bowling on a flat wicket where
there was hardly any assistance for the seam
bowlers.

He had Chandimal in trouble with a

EXPLAINED

o
Qualifyingachallenge

forathletes

With the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and the Japanese
government putting their foot down
and insisting that the rescheduled
Games will open on July 23, the ques-
tion is how will they look.

Amidst all the uncertainty over the
Olympics, what is known for sure so far
is that the Games will be far different
from any of the previous editions. The
opening ceremony will be scaled
down, athletes will be advised to come
aslateand leave as early as possible,
their movement will be restricted in-
side the Games Village, and only half of
the 11,000-odd athletes will be a part
of the opening ceremony. Japanese
media has reported there will be close
to 10,000 doctors and nurses on site at
different venues. The two unanswered
questions, though, pertain to the quali-
fication process, which in some sports
runs until June, and the prospect of
having fans. Roughly 4,700 athletes are
still to make the cut for the Games and
the process might get complex due to
the pandemic-forced restrictions.

Regarding fans, the organisers are
reported to be working on scenarios of
having full capacity crowds, 50 percent
capacity and empty stadiums. A deci-
sionis also pending on whether toal-
low fans from outside Japan during the
Olympics. One way or another, it is ex-
pected that the fate of the Tokyo
Olympics will be known by March.

pressing ahead with the Games, with the only
point of contention being whether toallow fans
from abroad.

Asahi Shimbun reported on Friday that the
organising committee has come up with three
options regarding spectator numbers at the
venues: no limit, 50 per cent capacity, or nofans
at all. The final decision in this regard will be
taken by March-end, it said.

back years, steadies Lanka

bouncer that hit the batsman on the head.His
perseverance paid off when he trapped
Chandimal leg before wicket. The batsman,
who made 52 for his 20th half-century, un-
successfully reviewed the decision.

"It was hard work bowling out there,"
Wood said. "This pith was tougher than the
last one. We knew it was going to be harder.
They played well and it didn't spin as much
as it did in the first test. We intend to make
early inroads tomorrow morning."

Mathews, who missed Sri Lanka's recent
tour of South Africa with a hamstring injury,
reached his 11th test hundred and the third
against England with a single off Jack Leach
to point region. It was his first test hundred in
Galle, a venue where he had made his test
debut 12 years ago.

England took the new ball soon after it
was available but weren't able to make the
breakthrough as Niroshan Dickwella and
Mathews were involved in an unfinished 36
run stand for the fifth wicket.

The Sri Lankan wicketkeeper has been
promoted to sixth in this series and is under
fire after a string of rash strokes brought
about his dismissal in recent tests.

Anderson finished with 3-24. Ten of his
19 overs were maidens.

BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka 229 for 4
(Mathews 107*, Dickwella 19%) vs England.

AYoutube video grab of Ravi Ashwin and R. Sridhar’s chat.

ASHWIN’S CHANNEL

Message Shardul didn’t
deliver, Shastri said
30 is a badge of honour

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 22

OFF-SPINNER Ravichandran Ashwin spoke to
India'sfielding coach R Sridharina two-part chat
show called ‘Kangaroo Bhoomi' on his YouTube
channel, covering the first three Tests in
Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney. The frank yet
light-hearted discussion was full of nuggets.
Excerpts

Adelaide, 1st Test
SHASTRIONFLOORAFTER
DROPPEDCATCH

Ravichandran Ashwin: We dropped
some 715 catchesin thatgame, your thoughtsas
fielding coach?!

RSridhar:1thoughtIwould lose myjobaf-
ter that game [smiles]. Before that, in the one-
dayers we had dropped some 363 catches! They
were 111 for 7 (Australia's first innings at
Adelaide). We dropped three catches. I was
wondering howwill[showmy face tothe head
coach(Ravi Shastri). But the head coachwas not
evenin his chair!.Ilooked downand he waslit-
erallylyingon thefloor 'Arre yaar' he shoutedin
utter disappointment (when Paine was
dropped). It was one of the best scenes of the
Test match forme.

SLAPONCHEEK,HANDONBACK
ANDSUGARPILLS

Ashwin: As coaches how do you get the
team to bounce back?

Sridhar:First of all when emotions are run-
ning high we don't react. You make bad deci-
sions when emotions are running high. If we
wanttotella player somethingwe runitbyeach
other to see if we are communicating properly.
Thereisafiltration processamong the four of us
(bowling coach Bharat Arun, batting coach
Vikram Rathore, Shastri). Each player responds
differently. For one you put a hand on the back,
one you give a slap on the cheek [smiles as
Ashwin places his hand on his cheek]. A lot of
times you have to give sugar pills also (sugar-
coated firing).

‘AAHS AND‘OOHS'.. TOLDPANT
DOESN'T SOUNDGOOD.

Ashwin: Team was out for 36 in Adelaide
and was trolled.

Sridhar: This is from my point of view.
Overnight we were 9 for 1. (Rishabh) Pant
wanted to practice wicket-keeping. The match
was to start at 2:30 pm so we said 'bye’ to
Mayank Agarwal and went to the nets. In 10
minutes we could hear sounds like 'aahs' and
'oohs’. Thenwe started hearing sounds forevery
ball. So I told Rishabh, 'this doesn't sound good
letus goand see'. He said 'yes let's go'. We were
like what happened. Ashwinand Vihari are bat-
ting. It has been just 20 minutes right?!

DAY-OFFAFTER36ALLOUT.

Ashwin: Adelaide Alapparaigal (Adelaide
Shenanigans)is over. Mission Melbourne began
in Adelaide only. Virat Kohli was leaving like in
these college farewells. We were like 'even you
are leaving? Please don't go.[laughs].

Sridhar: On the day we were bowled out

for 36, Virat Kohli messaged me asking 'what
are you doing? It was 12:30 am. Head coach,
Arunsir, Vikramssir, all of us weressitting together.
Kohli said Twill also come'. Ravi Shastrimade a
pointin that chat. “This 36, wear it like a badge.
This 36,is what will make this team great' [mim-
icsShastri’s boisterous tone! | We wereabit con-
fused at that time (laughs). Ajinkya joined the
next morning. When a team is out for 36, usu-
ally a team strengthens its batting. But Shastri,
Virat and Ajinkya decided to strengthen the
bowling. Virat Kohli was replaced by Ravindra
Jadeja. It was a masterstroke.

Ashwin: What was the thought process
behind canceling practice (day after 36 all out)?

Sridhar: It was Arun sir's idea. He felt if the
boys practiced, it will be out of frustration and
they will tend to overthink and over-analyze
whichis not good for their minds. We had that
dinner that night and had a few games (dumb
charadesand karaoke)and got the boys together.

Melbourne, 2nd Test
‘ASSHHH,GET THEBALLINTHEFIRST
100VERS’

Ashwin: In Melbourne Tim Paine wins the
toss... Shastri came into the dressing room and
boomed, ASSHHHH', 'get the ball in the first 10
overs'. I thought to myself 'in Melbourne he
wants me tobowlin thefirst 10 overs'.(Ashwin
imitating Shastri) 'It might be damp, it might
spin,Ihave told Jinks (Rahane)'. Bumrah bowled
agood spell. Jinks then gave me theballand the
first ball I bowled, it spun a lot and bounced as
well. Iwas like wow.

Sridhar:My first thought when I saw you
bowland the ball spinning was 'how is Rishabh
Pant going to keep against you on this wicket?'
[smiles].

Sydney, 3rd Test
‘SHABASH' SAID249 TIMES
Sridhar:Whenyou and Vihariwere batting
we used the word Shabhash 249 times!
(smiles).. As a ball was bowled, Shastri would
lean towards the edge of the chair and go
'Shabash Ash!’ Pant had put them on the back-
foot, Puji (Pujara) had played an outstanding
knock. Ravi Shastri got annoyed with Vihari’s
injury. 'How can he tear his hamstring by run-
ningjustasingle? Why? How? (smiles).

THEMESSAGE SHARDULNEVER
CONVEYED

Sridhar: Ravi Shastri calls Shardul and tells
him (to give a message to Ashwin and Vihari)
that Ashwin should take care of thisend (Lyon)
and Vihari should bat from the other end (pac-
ers).'Ashwinis the bestbatsman against Nathan
Lyon in this entire team', Shastri said. 'Vihari is
managing Starc and Cummins very well... ask
them to continue'.

Ashwin: We are oblivious to it... Thakur
comes running in and he is panting. I tell him
justtellme what the messageis. Shardul aftera
while says: 'they told me many things in the
dressing room, I am not going to say any of it.
You guys are already doing a great job. So con-
tinue. 'l told him, Is this the message? Why did
you come all this way for this?! (smiles). After
the match, he tells me what the message was
(laughs).

enforcer helps doubles stars earn their stripes

Ashwini beat their quarterfinal opponents
World No.7 Malaysian opponents Peng Soon
Chan--Liu Ying Goh 18-21, 24-22, 22-20
shirking off a couple of match points.

This is the CWG champion mixed doubles
pairing's first Super 1000 semifinal, India's
best result on the circuit in XD in a dozen
years. Jwala Gutta - V Diju had made the
Super Series finals in 2009.

More expectedly, Satwik combined with
Chirag Shetty to beat back Malaysian Ong
Yew Sin - Teo Ee Yi 21-18, 24-22 in 37 min-
utes, where they looked scratchy, but did
whatall top international pairs do-winona
bad day.

All talk of Satwik needing to focus on one
event looking ahead at the Olympics, might
run into a massive wall: Satwik's choice.

"We didn't see our opponents. Doesn't
matter if we lose or win," he would say after
knocking off the Malaysians who held their
three match-points, like match sticks flam-
ing too close to the finger: with great trepi-
dation.

Satwik combined with Chlrag Shetty
to beat Ong Yew Sin - Teo Ee Yi 21-18,
24-22. Badminton Photo

The reason was Satwik standing right
there at the net - with a racquet for a ringmas-
ter's whip. "On court we just want to play 100
percent. If we lose also, doesn't matter. One
year we are resting. So we want to play more
matches, more tournaments. That's my strat-
egy," he would say.

Ashwini had worked up nervous energy

that wrecked her composure. But she brings
the most precious commodity to this part-
nership - her honesty. So, she let Satwik take
over. "Satwik held his nerves. Mine were all
over the place. He took charge. He dealt with
situations much better. I was a little too ex-
cited, a little too eager, so ended up making a
few easy mistakes. When needed, he was
calm," she told BWE.

Satwik's attack is the sort that can make
match-points seem inflammable because op-
ponents realise he will roar and rev up his at-
tack from half a metre away. Satwik used the
bulky smash to put them under pressure in
the second, and the confidence carried him
through to the end.

LiuYing Goh is formidable but recuperat-
ing from back pain. She would parry attacks
from Satwik and was engaged in some top
notch repartee shots with Ashwini, but the
Indians managed to unsettle their focus.

Satwik was only warming up for the
men's doubles pairing of Malaysians. The
Indians would trail a tad with their attack los-

ing its sting at halfway stages of both sets, as
the Malaysians defended well.

Shetty would help hold on steering the
game towards variation smashes, cutting on
the pace and drops. But Satwik would soon
fetch up right next to him on the forecourt
and push them back to finish in straight sets.

"First time I'm playing both men's dou-
bles and mixed doubles semis. Very excited.
It'll be really challenging. I 1l be ready. We have
to keep calm,” he would say.

The man is 20, fit and raring to slay two
events. It'll be pointless to wrap the Hulk in
cotton wool and ask him to ration his rage for
justone event.

Sindhu ready for finals

PV Sindhu made plenty of unforced er-
rors losing 21-13,21-9, to Intanon Ratchanok,
with her lifts going all over the place to exit
Thailand Super 1000 on Friday. But the week-
end's best used to prepare for the big one next
week -- World Tour Finals. "Didn't play 100
pc. Made a lot of unforced errors. It was 13-

14 at one point but I continuously gave her
points. There were rallies, but those lifts were
going out. I was playing comfortably earlier
but they kept going out. I was nervous and
made simple errors."

Sameer ‘Warrior’

Anders Antonsen whose focus wasinand
out throughout his match with Sameer
Verma, had a tough time quelling the oppo-
nentand his slingy defense. "Sameeris a war-
rior. Tough match," he would say, as the Indian
wrung out Antonsen's depleting reserves and
pushed him to the very end in the most excit-
ing match of the day. Defending every shot
and transitioning many retrieves into winners,
Sameer would leave Antonsen gasping.

At one point the World No.4 Dane would
tell his coach quite astounded that Sameer
was picking the tough shots, but was a tad
vulnerable when going for the easy kills. The
Indian's precision wasn't the best. But he dis-
sected every Antonsen attack for 80 odd min-
utes before going down 13-21, 21-19, 20-22.
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