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NODATESETFORNEXTMEETING

Someforcesdon’t
want toseethis
resolved:Tomar

HARIKISHANSHARMA
&RAAKHIJAGGA
NEWDELHI, LUDHIANA, JAN22

TALKSBETWEENtheCentreand
farmer unions demanding the
repeal of the new agriculture
laws broke down Friday after
weeks of negotiation. The gov-
ernment made it clear to the
farmers that itsproposal to sus-
pendthelawsfor18monthswas
the “best” it could offer, and
farmerscouldreturntothetalks
tableaftera rethink.
ThehardeningoftheCentre’s

position was evident when, at
the very start of the meeting,
Union Agriculture Minister
NarendraSinghTomarobjected
totheSamyuktaKisanMorcha’s
announcement Thursday
evening that the farmer unions
hadrejectedtheCentre’sofferto
suspendthe laws.
ItislearnedthatTomartoldthe

unions that since the talkswere
scheduledFriday,theyshouldhave
communicated their decision to
the government instead of an-
nouncingittothemediafirst.
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BEFORE THE PARADE
Artists takingpart intheRepublicDaytableauxundergoCovid-19test, inNewDelhionFriday.PraveenKhanna
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ANOTHERMINISTER
QUITS INBENGAL,
BJP INVITESHIM TO
JOIN THEIR PARTY
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Bihar warns
of action for
online posts
against govt;
Opp calls it
draconian
SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA, JANUARY22

IN A move that has been de-
scribed as “draconian and un-
warranted” by the Opposition,
BiharPolicehave issuedacircu-
lar warning that thosemaking
“objectionable and indecent”
comments online against the
state government, Ministers,
MLAs, MPs and officials can be
bookedundertheITActandthe
IndianPenalCode.
“We have been, of late, get-

ting information about the use
of objectionable and indecent
languagebeingusedagainstthe
government, Ministers, MPs,
MLAs and government officials
through socialmedia/ Internet.
This is against provisions of the
law and comes under the do-
mainofcybercrime...Forthisact,
it is apt to take action against
suchoffenders,"statesthecircu-
lar issued by Bihar Police's
EconomicOffencesUnit (EOU).
The circular, which is dated

January 21 and signed by
AdditionalDGP (EOUandCyber
Crime)NHKhan, has been sent
to principal secretaries and sec-
retaries of all state government
departments. It states that the
EOUisthenodalagencyforcyber
crime, and that all principal sec-
retaries and secretaries should
bring“suchmatters”toitsnotice
sothat“actioncanbeinitiated”.
Reactingsharplytothecircu-

lar, RJD leader and Leader of
Opposition Tejashwi Prasad
Yadavtweetedthat“inthebirth-
placeoftheRepublic”,BiharChief
MinisterNitishKumar“hasbeen
rippingapartdemocraticvalues”.
Yadav said the Opposition

willnotallowtheJD(U)-BJPgov-
ernment to “take away demo-
cratic rightsof thepeople”.
JD(U) spokesperson Neeraj

Kumar said the government's
move is in accordancewith the
lawandwill“applytoeveryone”.
“Thereisnothingoffensiveabout
it,”hesaid.
ADGP Khan later said police

willnottakeanysuomotuaction.
“We will take action only if
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MSP to APMCs:
SC panel puts
up questions to
draw farmers

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

■ Are you aware about the im-
plicationsof legalisingMSP?
■Doyouthinktheremayberisk
of acquiring land by the corpo-
rate sectoror thecontractor?
■There are apprehensions that
theprovisionsintheActwillcol-
lapseAPMCmarkets.Doyoufeel
so? If yes,howwill itberespon-
sible for the collapse of APMC
markets?
These are some of the ques-

tions in a feedback form pre-
pared by the Supreme Court-
appointed committee seeking
"suggestions" of farmers and
other stakeholders on the three
contentious farm laws and the
demand for legal guarantee for
minimumsupportprice (MSP).
Thefeedbackform,available

on the committee’s webpage,
contains 20 multiple-choice
questionsdividedinto5sections.
While Sections A, B, and C deal
withthethreefarmlaws,Section
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BENITAFERNANDO
&LAXMANSINGH
MUMBAI, JANUARY22

SOMETIME IN the early 1990s,
animposingsculptureatHajiAli
Circlewas lost to a road expan-
sionproject.Overtwo-storeytall,
shapedlikeapeacock,thesculp-
turecalledSparkhadbeenbuilt
by pioneering artist Pilloo
Pochkhanawala. Years later, in
2002,aminiatureversionof the
workwas placed on a traffic is-
landoutsidetheNationalGallery
of Modern Art (NGMA) in
Colaba. As a Bal Thackeray
statue, the firstof the latepoliti-

cal leader inMumbai, comesup
on the islandonSaturday, it has
suddenly come to notice that
'Spark'hasgonemissingagain—
andmay have beenmissing for
monthsnow.
The BMC is undertaking a

makeoveroftheColabatrafficis-
land. Asked about themissing
replica, Assistant Municipal
Commissioner, Award (Colaba,
Fort), Chanda Jadhav said, "We
arenotawareofthewhereabouts
of the sculpture. I checkedwith
our staff whether itwas shifted
tosomeotherplaceorremoved,
butnosuchthinghastakenplace
fromourside."
HSBC, which funded the

Spark replicaandmaintains the
traffic island as per an arrange-
ment with the BMC, did not
commentonitscurrentlocation.
The Spark replica had been

installed through a citizen's ini-
tiative, includingmemberssuch
asDrPherozaGodrej, formerdi-
rector of the NGMA, and Zarir
Cama, ex-CEO of HSBC India.
Godrejmadethereplicabasedon
Pochkhanawala’s scalemodel,
whichsheowns.Thereplicawas
one-third theheightof theorig-
inal sculptureatHajiAli.
Pochkhanawala,whodied in

1986andwhoselegacyisnowal-
most forgotten, made notable
contributiontomodernIndianart,

pushing sculpting beyondbusts
ofroyaltyanddignitaries.Shewas
amongthefewwomensculptors
at a time when the Indian art
worldwas dominated bymen
andpainters. Born in1923 to the
Adenwalla family that set up the
firmCowasjeeDinshaw&Bros,
shemarried intothefamilyof Sir
SorabjiPochkhanawala,oneofthe
founders of the Central Bank of
India.
Whileshestartedoutwork-

ing with an advertising firm, a
Europe tour in 1950 introduced
her to original works of
Constantin Brâncusi, Henry
Moore, Barbara Hepworth and
AlexanderCalder,amongothers,

and convinced her to become a
sculptor. But herworkswere as
inspired by American and
EuropeanmodernismasHindu
templesculptures.
Spark was originally com-

missioned by BEST (Bombay
ElectricSupply&Transport),and
Pochkhanawalamadeitwelding
scrap metal together — the
heavy, industrial quality of the
worksetoffbyits light,bird-like
features. Godrej says
Pochkhanawalaprobablygaveit
thatnameduetoBEST'sconnec-
tionwithelectricity.
Pochkhanawala chose Haji

Ali Circle as the location as she
CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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A2013photographof thesculpture inColaba,Mumbai. PhotoCourtesy:PherozaGodrej; thestatue
ofBalThackeraywhich is tobeunveiledat thesite.GaneshShirsekar

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JANUARY22

FOURYEARSafter chargesheets
werefiledagainstthreebureau-
crats, including an IAS officer—
whoisnowretiredandisanad-
visor to the Rajasthan Cricket
Association led by Vaibhav
Gehlot, son of Chief Minister
AshokGehlot—forcorruptionin
an alleged land scam, the state

government hasmoved an ap-
plication at the trial stage to
withdrawthecaseagainstthem
ataspecialcourtsetupforhear-
ing cases under the Prevention
of CorruptionAct.
Twochargesheetsagainstthe

threeofficials—GSSandhu, IAS
(nowretired),NishkamDiwakar
(now retired, Rajasthan
Administrative Service) and
Onkar Mal Saini (serving RAS
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LIZMATHEW&MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

THE BJP and the Centre have
avoided reacting to the
WhatsApp chats between
Republic TV’s Arnab Goswami
andformerCEOoftheBroadcast
Audience Research Council
(BARC)ParthoDasguptasubmit-
ted to the court by theMumbai
Police intheTRPcase.Butasthe
CongresscallsforaJPCprobeand

flagsGoswami’s claimsof prox-
imitywiththegovernment,that
distancing will be tested once
Parliamentbegins.
The Congress Working

Committee (CWC) Friday de-

mandeda"time-bound investi-
gation” into “the breach of na-
tional security, violations of the
Official Secrets Act and the role
of thepersons involved."
Congress president Sonia

Gandhicriticisedwhatshecalled
the “deafening” silence of the
Government,addingthat"those
who give certificates of patriot-
ism and nationalism to others
nowstandtotallyexposed."
“Why should we enter
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Talksbreakdown,Centre tells farmers
wehavemadebestoffer, reconsider

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JANUARY22

VACCINE-MAKER Serum
Institute of India has said it suf-
fered losses worth at least
Rs1,000croreinThursday’sfire,
althoughtheproductionorsup-
pliesof theCovid-19vaccinere-
mainedunaffected.
“Thefire incidentwillnotaf-

fect Covishield supplies, but it
has damaged the rotavirus and
BCGvaccinemanufacturingand
storagefacilities. It isabigfinan-
cial loss for us, more than
Rs1,000 crore,” Serum Institute

CEO Adar Poonawalla said at a
pressconferenceonFriday.
“ByGod’s grace, andprayers

byallofus,thefireincidenttook
place in another building and
Covishieldproductionandstock
wasnotaffectedatall,”hesaid.
Fiveworkersengagedinelec-

trical and air-conditioning jobs
were killed in the fire that en-
gulfedthethreeupper floorsof a
newly-constructed six-storey
buildingontheSerumcampusin
Pune'sManjhariareaonThursday.
“Wewere hoping that there

wasno lossof life.Whenwegot
an initial report that there has
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Farmers’ representativesafter themeeting inNewDelhionFriday.AmitMehra

HisWhatsApp
chatswith
ex-BARCCEO
submittedto
court

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,JANUARY22

CRITICISINGPOLITICSovercoro-
navirusvaccinesandtryingtoal-
lay fears regarding the same,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
saidFridaythathehadbeenun-
deralotof"pressure"butleftthe
call on when to introduce the
vaccines toscientists.
Inatelevisedinteractionwith

beneficiaries and vaccinators of
the Covid vaccines in his con-
stituencyVaranasi,healsourged
peopletobelievehealthworkers
anddoctors, and suggested that
hospitals initiate "competitions
invaccination"sothatthecoun-
trycouldmovequicklytothesec-
ondphaseof thedrive.
Without referring to ques-

tions raised regarding emer-
gency use clearance to the in-
digenously developed Covaxin
despite some missing data

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Faced pressure but
went by scientists
on vaccines: PM
bid to dispel doubts

Mystery of the missing ‘Spark’ as Thackeray gets statue in Mumbai

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

WITH TALKS between the
Centre and farm unions break-
ing down, Opposition parties
Friday slammed the
Government for adopting a
“rigid” stand and signalled that
theywillraisetheissueforcefully
and “vociferously” during the

Budget session of Parliament
startingnextweek.
Sources told The Indian

Express that Congress president
SoniaGandhiislikelytoconvene
ameetingofOppositionleaders
ahead of the session to discuss
strategy, and that they are al-
ready in touchwitheachother.
TheOpposition parties have

alsodecidedtoholdstreetagita-
tions over the farm laws, with

NCPchiefSharadPawarslatedto
participate in a protest in
Mumbaion January25.
“Parliament will reconvene

inaweek’s time. It is theBudget
session, of course. But there are
somanypressing issuesof pub-
lic concern that need to be de-
bated and discussed fully.
Whether the Government will
agree however remains to be
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Opp parties target ‘rigid’ Govt,
plan to turn up heat in Parliament

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

‘All Ministers with us’: Arnab’s chats
make BJP do some social distancing

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY22

THE NATIONAL Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) has
landed in trouble in the
KarnatakaHighCourtforclaim-
ing in a submission that the
Environment Protection Act,
1986was“passedbyParliament
not only for protection of envi-
ronmentbutalsoattheinstance
of foreign powers” while refer-

ring toaUNconference.
Thesubmissionwasmadeby

a Deputy General Manager of
NHAI in objections to awrit pe-
tition filed by the NGO, United
Conservation Movement,
againsta2013notificationofthe
UnionEnvironmentMinistrydo-
ingawaywithenvironmentim-
pact assessment reports for
widening national highways of
over 100 km bymore than 40
metres.
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Green laws passed at
instance of foreign
powers: NHAI in HC

ChiefMinisterUddhavThackeraywithCyrusPoonawalla
andAdarPoonawalla inPuneonFriday.AshishKale

CWCASKSFORJPCPROBE

Fire loss Rs 1,000 cr;
BCG, rota vaccines
capacity hit: Serum

Suggestsvaccinationcompetitionsby
hospitalstomoveto2ndphasequickly

IN ITS2016chargesheet,
thestateACBhadaccused
the threebureaucratsof
criminal conspiracy foral-
lotting landbelonging toa
housingsociety toapri-
vateconstructioncom-
pany.Thestatehasnow
movedaspecial court to
withdrawthecase.

Withdrawal
symptomE●EX
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Rajasthan bats for retd IAS officer, now
advisor to cricket body led by CM son

THECITY

NORTHEASTDELHI:
BJPPLANS ‘RATH
YATRA’ FORRAM
MANDIRDONATIONS
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Filesplea towithdrawcorruption
caseagainsthimandtwoothers

New Delhi
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Rajasthan
officer)—werefiledin2015and2016when
theBJPwas inpower in thestate.
Thechargesheet,filedonJuly8,2016bythe

AntiCorruptionBureau,saidSandhu,whowas
PrincipalSecretaryintheUrbanDevelopment
andHousing (UDH)Department in2010-11,
Diwakar, thenDeputy Secretary, UDH, and
Saini, then Deputy Commissioner, Jaipur
DevelopmentAuthority,werepartofa“crim-
inalconspiracy”inallottinglandbelongingto
ahousingsocietytoaprivatecompany.
Sandhu and Saini were charged under

sections409, 420and120Bof the IPCalong
with relevant sections of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, in the 2016
chargesheet. Diwakar too was
chargesheetedi.Thethreewerearrested,but
weresubsequentlygrantedbail.
In its January19,2021,applicationbefore

the special court, the state government has
recommended that thecaseagainst Sandhu
andthetwoothersbewithdrawn.Sixmonths
ago, in July 2019, Sandhu andDiwakar had
madearepresentationtothegovernmentaf-
tertheCongressreturnedtopower.TheUDH
department set up a committeewhich rec-
ommendedthewithdrawalof thecase.
Sandhudidnotrespondtocallsandmes-

sages.
Incidentally, Shanti Dhariwal, UDH

Minister inGehlot’s Cabinet,was also called
forquestioninginthesamecasebytheACBin
2015.Whenasked if a committee under his
ministry recommendinga clean to the three
bureaucrats amounted to conflict of interest,
hesaidtherewasnocaseofconflictofinterest.
“The inquirywas conductedby theUDH

committee as well as a committee of the

homedepartment and itwas found there is
no case. The three bureaucratswere framed
by the thenBJP government under political
vendettabecausetheyrefusedtoacceptsifar-
ish(recommendations)madebyBJPleaders.
Mynamewasnever in the FIR or anywhere
inthecase.TheACBhadjustcalledme,but it
saidtherewasnothingagainstme.Therewere
nodemands forbribes, and thegovernment
didnotincuranyloss.Thereisnocaseagainst
thebureaucrats.Onthecontrary,thegovern-
menthasbenefittedRs54lakh,”Dhariwaltold
TheIndianExpress.
When contacted, Vibhuti Bhushan

Sharma,AdditionalAdvocateGeneral,toldThe
IndianExpressthatitwaswithinthepowerof
thegovernmenttowithdrawcasesatanystage
of the trial. “In criminal cases, the state is the
party,”hesaid.
In thewithdrawalapplication, thestate

government has pointed out that none of
the three bureaucrats were named in the
originalcomplaint,preliminaryenquiry,or
the FIR. Further, it said no special person
hasbeenwronglybenefitedorharmed.The
governmentalsonowsaidthelandinques-
tionwasnotgovernmentlandanditsstatus
quo had not been changed. It also noted
that the ACB had filed the chargesheet
against Sandhu, a public servant, without
takingprosecutionsanctionasrequiredun-
der section197CrPC.

Bihar warns
there is a complaint against anyone. Under
existinglegalprovisions,anyonemakingob-
jectionable remarks can be booked under
IPC sections409, 420and467, andunder IT
Actprovisions,”hesaid.
Government sources told The Indian

Express that thetrigger for thecir-
cular canbe traced to “objection-
able comments” posted on some
digitalplatformsagainstaDistrict
Magistrate andaprincipal secre-
tary inconnectionwiththe inves-
tigation in the murder in Patna
this month of Indigo executive
Rupesh Singh.
The Bihar move comes two

months after the Kerala govern-
mentsaiditwill“notgoaheadwith
implementing” a controversial
amendment to the Kerala Police
Act tomandate a jail term for any
“offensive” social media post fol-
lowing a hailstorm of criticism
fromacrossthepoliticalspectrum,
including the ruling CPM and its
LDFalliance.
Lastmonth,hearingapleafiled

bya38-year-oldwomanwhowas
bookedbyMaharashtraPolice for
allegedly making offensive re-
marks on social media against
ChiefMinisterUddhavThackeray
and his son Aaditya in July, the
Bombay High Court said that a
“publicoffice inademocracy”has
to face criticism.
Maharashtra Police had regis-

tered several FIRs against individu-
alswhopostedallegedlydefamatory
content on social media against
Thackerayandhisson.AlltheseFIRs
were filed after the death of actor
SushantSinghRajputinJune,when
policeclaimed“coordinatedattacks”
were launchedagainst theCMand
thestategovernment.

Serum fire loss
been no loss of life, we were re-
lieved and hence I sent out a
tweet,”Poonawalla said.
“But later, after clearing of

smoke, the dead bodieswere dis-
covered.We did not have a com-
pletelistofthethird-partyworkers
anddidnotknowhowmanywere
working at the site. Once I got to
knowaboutthetragicdeathsofthe
workers, then I sent out another
messagetocondolethedeaths.My
father(CyrusPoonawalla,chairman
of the PoonawallaGroupofwhich
Serum Institute is part) also an-
nouncedfinancialaidfortheirfam-
ilies,”hesaid.
Poonawalla said the fire had

impactedplanstoaugmentfuture
capacities of BCG and rotavirus
vaccines. “It isabrandnewfacility
andinstallationofequipmentwas
happeningthereandperhapsthat
(ongoing works) is what caused
this incident.Whatwehave lost is
the futureproduction,”hesaid.
Maharashtra Chief Minister

Uddhav Thackerary visited the
SerumInstitute campusonFriday
and reviewed the damage caused
bythefire.Theonlyreliefwasthat
manufacturing or storage of
Covishieldwasunaffected,hesaid.

“Covid-19isstillwreakinghavocaround
theglobe.Serumisarayofhope.Whennews
ofthefirecame,everyonewashorrified.Five
personsdiedbutthankfullythemanufactur-
ingandstorageof theCovidvaccinewasnot
affected.PeopleareworriedabouttheCovid
vaccine.IwanttoassureeveryonethatCovid
vaccinemanufacturinghasn’tbeenaffected,”
theChiefMinister said.

MSP to APMCs
D contains questions on theMSP. The last
section, E, seeks the respondents' sugges-
tions.
ThefirstoftheeightquestionsinSectionA

asks if the farmers/stakeholdersareawareof
the Farmers’ Produce Trade andCommerce
(PromotionandFacilitation)Act,2020—tobe
answered in a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’. In thenext ques-
tion, farmers are askedwhere they sell their
produce—a farmgate,haat (market), APMC
mandi, collection centre, a collection organ-
isedby a companyor a farmer producer or-
ganisation.
Section A goes on to ask if the respon-

dentsfeeltheActgivesthemmorechoiceto
sell their produce beyond APMCmarkets,
and if thiswould "benefit farmers in realiz-
ingbetterprices for theirproduce".
SectionBhasfivequestionsregardingthe

Farmers (Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm
ServicesAct,2020,including,“Areyouaware
abouttheActdealingwithcontractfarming?...
Do you know theAct is (a) contract for pro-
duce and not for land?... Do you think that
theremayberiskofacquiringlandbythecor-
poratesectororthecontractor?...Doyouagree
withthedisputeresolutionthroughSDMun-
dertheAct?...Doyouhaveanysuggestionsto
further improvetheprovisionsintheAct?”
SectionCcontainsthreequestionsabout

the Essential Commodities (Amendment)
Act,2020,onwhetherthefarmersareaware
of itsprovisionsandhowtheseaffect them,
andthechanges theywould like.
TheMSP issue isdealtwith inSectionD,

in four questions — “What are the three
mainproduceyousell?Doyousellyourpro-
duce at Minimum Support Prices? (To)
Whomdoyousell?Areyouawareaboutthe
implications of legalizingMSP especially if
the commodity is in surplus… If yes, what
maybe those?”
InthelastSectionE,therespondentscan

give “anyother suggestions” in100words.

The portal requires the respondents to
share details such as name, email, mobile
numberandstate.

NHAI in HC
In its submission, theNHAI also alleged

thatmanyNGOsfilepetitionsforupholding
thenormsof theAct “at the instanceof for-
eignpowers”.
Taking strong objection to these claims

filedduringahearingon January11,abench
headed by Chief Justice of the High Court,
Abhay ShreeniwasOka, described themas
“shocking”.
TheNHAIhassinceattemptedtoretract

from the filings through a senior lawyer in
the form of former advocate general Uday
Holla. But theHigh Court on January 19 in-
sisted that the NHAI respond on how the
submissionswere filed.
“We cannot casually allowwithdrawal

of such a statement of objections inwhich
a bold stand has been taken by the said
Authorityonoath that the saidActof 1986
has been enacted not only for the protec-
tionof theenvironment, but also at the in-
stance of the foreign powers,” the bench,
also comprising Justice Sachin Shankar
Magadum, said.
AccordingtotheobjectionsfiledbyNHAI,

the Environment Protection Act, 1986 is an
Act “to provide for the protection and im-
provementof environmentandformatters
connectedtherewith:whereasthedecisions
weretakenattheUnitedNationsConference
on the Human Environment held at
StockholminJune,1972, inwhichIndiapar-
ticipated, to take appropriate steps for the
protectionand improvementof humanen-
vironment.”
TheNHAIfurtherstates:“Hence, theAct

has beenpassedbyParliament not only for
protectionoftheenvironmentbutalsoatthe
instanceof foreignpowers.AndmanyNGOs
arefilingWritPetitionsattheinstanceof for-
eign powers. Foreign entities such as
Amnesty International and Peoples Union
forCivil libertiesthroughitsIndiancounter-
parts have filedWrit Petitions directly un-
derArticle32of theConstitutionof India,by
passingHighCourts, infurtheranceofvested
interests.”
Thesubmissionallegesthatmanyorgani-

sations in India,which function as environ-
mentalactionandhumanrights,“areactively
involved in attackingdevelopmentprojects,

andchallenginggovt. policies&notifications
anddoingantinationalactivities''.
The High Court noted: “To put it very

mildly,wearereallyshockedat thewaythe
statementofobjectionshasbeenfiledbythe
said Authoritywhich is signed and verified
bytheDeputyGeneralManager(Tech)ofthe
second respondent (NHAI). The statement
of objections is also signedby the advocate
for thesecondrespondent.”
The court said: “Such scandalous allega-

tionhasbeenmadeagainstthecentrallegisla-
turebyanagencyand instrumentalityof the
state.Thesaidinferenceappearstohavebeen
drawnon thebasis of decisions taken at the
United Nations Conference of the Human
EnvironmentheldatStockholminJune1972,
inwhichIndiaparticipatedandagreedtotake
stepsforprotectionof theenvironment.”
Thedivisionbenchnoted:“Moreover,the

saidauthorityseemstobeproceedingonthe
footingthatmostof theorganizationswhich
filepetitions in this courtandtheapexcourt
inenvironmentmattersforprotectingtheen-
vironmentaresupportedbyforeignpowers.”
Thecourtisscheduledtotakeupthemat-

teronFebruary2.

Arnab’s chats
the picture?” said a Union Minister.
“Neither thegovernmentnorthepartyhas
anything to do with what chats Goswami
has with someone. As of now, there is no
wrongdoing, nothing to prove that any
party leader has something to dowith it,”
said aUnionMinister.
On theCongress allegation that the chats

showGoswamihadpriorknowledgeof“sen-
sitive”military operations— a reference to
Balakot—BJPleaderssaidthechatsdidn’tre-
vealanythingthatwasn’tpublicknowledgeat
thattime. Indeed,several leadersintheparty
andtheGovernment,fromthePrimeMinister
down,hadwarnedofdecisiveactiontoavenge
thePulwamaattack.
Yet, at least six BJP leaders The Indian

Express spoke with, including a Union
Minister,admittedthat thecontroversyhas
put theminaspot.
NegativereferencestoleaderslikelateArun

Jaitley,PrakashJavadekarandformerminister
RajyavardhanRathore;Goswami’sremarkthat
“allministersarewithus,”andhisoffertome-
diatewith thepolitical leadership, including
thePMO, aren’twhat anyone in thepartyor
governmentwantstohavetorespondon.

Moreso,aftertheirtopleaderscameout
to strongly defend Goswamiwhen hewas
picked up fromhis home in a suicide abet-
mentcasebyMumbaiPolice inNovember.
UnionMinistersAmitShah, Javadekar, S

Jaishankar,PiyushGoyalandSmritiIraniand
BJP president J P Nadda had called it an at-
tackonthe freepress.
“Thatsupportwasextendedbecausethe

Maharashtragovernmentandthepolicewere
goingafterGoswami,”saidaseniorBJPleader.
“This isn’t the same thing. There is alleged
wrongdoingandpeoplehavebeenarrested.”
At least two leaders said theWhatsApp

chatswerelikethe“Radiamoment”fortheBJP
referring to telephonechatsbetweenformer
corporatelobbyistNiiraRadiaandpoliticians
andjournalistsin2009,whichwasusedbythe
BJP in its campaignagainst theCongress-led
UPAintherunupto2014LokSabhaelections.
“Thecontentmaynotbeasdamagingas

Radia tapes, about specific claims of prox-
imity to politicians and corporates. But it is
embarrassing when someone flaunts or
brags about connections withMinisters,”
saidaparty leader.
There is also, anotherBJP leader said, un-

certaintyoverwhat’snext—ifthereareother
chats thatwill be revealed by theMumbai
Policewho thisweekwere successful inget-
tingthecourttorejectDasgupta’sbail.
“Wedon’tknowwhatwill comeoutbut

asofnow,thegovernmentandthepartywill
maintain that we have nothing to dowith
what has been leaked so far,” said a leader.
“And that the lawwill take its course in the
TRPcaseanyway.”
Goswami, incidentally, has threatened le-

gal actionagainst theCongress for its “fales-
hoods.” Dasgupta's advocate Arjun Singh
Thakur said “motivated interests”had leaked
thechatsthathas“nothingincriminating.”
The CWC,meanwhile, expressed grave

concernatthe“revelationsexposingthesor-
did conversations that have undoubtedly
compromisednational security”. “It is clear
thatamongthoseinvolvedarepersonsinthe
highest echelons of government and there
hasbeenabreachof secrecyconcerningvi-
talandsensitivemilitaryoperations,” itsaid
ina resolution.

PM on vaccines
regarding trials,Modi said at the 30-minute
video-conference,“Merepebadapressureaata
tha,vaccinekyonnahinaatihai,vaccinekabla-
gaoge?Rajneetimeinidharkibhibaathotihai,
udharkibhibaathotihai.Mainekhibaatkarta
tha,kivaigyanik jokahengewahikarenge,yeh
humpolitical logonkakaamnahinhai (There
wasalotofpressureonme,astowhythevac-
cineisnotcoming,whenitwouldbeadmin-
istered. In politics, people say all kinds of
things,butIwouldsayonlyonething,thatwe
would dowhat the scientists say, it is not
somethingforuspoliticianstodecide).”
Headded,“Whenthego-aheadfromthe

scientistscame,wehadtodecidefromwhere
to start, andwedecided todo it fromhealth
workerswhohandlepatientsconstantly."

Thackeray
livedintheneighbourhood.However,Spark
was shunted around even during her life-
time,sidelinedtoasmallertrafficislandnext
to the roundabout. Theblack sculpturealso
got a coat of red. Eventually, the circle van-
ished, andsodidSpark.
“I remember it lying on the side of the

pavement,whereCaféNoorani is today.The
metal had corroded and the top angles had
broken.Iwasquitefondofitforthreereasons
—itwasanicepiece,itwasPilloo’sandIused
tosee iteveryday,”Godrejsaid.
Thecitizen's initiativechose theNGMA

toplace the replicaasPochkhanawalahad
played a key role in the foundation of the
gallery and also organised the Bombay
Arts Festival for many years. However,
Spark had always been tough to locate
amidst the shrubberyon the traffic island,
andnownobody, including residents and
shopowners in the area, rememberwhen
they saw it last.
It was 'ArtWalksMumbai', which runs

art tours andeducationprogrammes in the
city, that first noticed the disappearance of
the replica. During the lockdown last year,
they had covered it as part of a virtual art
tour.
“For a citywith so little engaging public

art, it’s devastating to losePilloo’s Sparkyet
again.Thispiecewasakeyvisualelementof
our art tour in tracing her journey from a
sculptorworkingwithscrapmetaltotheor-
ganiserof theBombayArtsFestival.Shewas
aheadofhertimeinherchoiceofmaterial,”
theArtWalks founders said.
ButifSparkdiedunheralded,thetrafficis-

landhasbeengivenamakeovertoreceivethe
Thackeraystatue,whichwillbe inaugurated
on Saturday, on his birth anniversary. It’s 11
feettallandstandsatopapedestal.
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FROMPAGEONE
Best offer: Centre tells farmers to reconsider

Opp parties target ‘rigid’ Govt, plan to turn up heat in Parliament

TomarandhiscolleaguesPiyushGoyal
andSomPrakash,itislearned,leftthemeet-
ingroomaftertellingthefarmerrepresen-
tatives to reconsider the Centre’s offer.
Tomar returned later and told the unions
theycoulddiscussamongthemselvesand
letthegovernmentknowSaturday.
Responding to a reporter’s query on

whatwouldhappenifthefarmersdon’tre-
turnwithadecision,Tomarsaid:“Iamnot
anastrologer.Whatwillhappentomorrow,
Idon’tknow.”
WiththeCentrehardeningitsposition

andnonewdate set for thenext roundof
talks, the spotlight now is on the run-up
toJanuary26whenfarmersintendtohold
a tractor parade on Delhi’s Outer Ring
Road. Policehavealreadydeniedpermis-
sionforthetractorparadewithincitylim-
itsinviewofheightenedsecurityarrange-
ments forRepublicDay.
The breakdown of talks also sets the

stage for a stormy Budget session of
ParliamentwheretheOppositionwilltryto
corner the government and the ruling
partyover thefarmerprotests.
Emerging from themeeting, which

lastedbarely30minuteswithlongbreaks
for lunch and tea, Tomar said: “We told
themthatourproposal toputonhold the

implementation of laws for one or one-
and-a-half years is the best proposal. You
should reconsider. That proposal is in the
interestoffarmersandthecountry.Wetold
themthatweare concluding the talks to-
dayandifyouarriveatanydecision,tellus
tomorrow.Wecanmeetatanyplacetoan-
nouncethatdecision.”
Buta Singh Burjgill, president of BKU

(Dakaunda),said:“Thegovernmenttoldus
toaccept theirproposal, and that theyare
not going to repeal the laws. They did not
giveanydateforthenextmeeting,buttold
us that theywill always come to a place
wherewe call ameeting for a discussion.
Nowourfocusisonthetractorparadeand
itwillbeheldpeacefully.Next, thereisthe
BudgetsessioninParliament…Theselaws
camefromParliamentandtheirrepealcan
also come fromthesameParliament.Our
protestwill continue.”
TheSamyuktaKisanMorcha,inastate-

ment released by Krantikari KisanUnion
leader Darshan Pal, said: “The deadlock
againaroseinthemeetingwiththecentral
government today.Thegovernmentcame
withtheproposaltosuspendtheselawsfor
18months,while the farmers demanded
the repeal of the laws.” On the tractor pa-
rade plan, it said police officers had given

themaroadmapandleadersof theunions
wouldreplyafterameetingSaturday.
Tomarsaid thegovernmentadopteda

sensitive approach towards farmers and
thoughtoftheirinterest.Hesaid“asenseto
take a decision in the interest of farmers
was lacking (among unions) ...When the
sanctityof amovement isdestroyed, then
nodecisioncanbereached(Jabandolanki
pavitrata nasht ho jaati hai, tab koi nirnay
nahihotahai)”.
Askedabouttheoptionsbeforethegov-

ernmentiffarmerunionsdonotreconsider
theofferandintensifytheirprotest,Tomar
said:“Whateverbestoptionswehad,those
havebeengiventothefarmerunions.”
JagjitSinghDallewal,presidentofBKU

(Sidhupur), said: “We discussed the gov-
ernment's proposal Thursday.Weare not
divided…Wecamehereforrepealandwill
notgobackwithoutgetting it.”
“WeareawarethatParliament’sBudget

sessionistostart…theParliamentsession
and the biggest farmermovement in the
countrywillcontinuesidebyside.Wehope
Oppositionpartieswill play their role this
session,”hesaid.
DarshanPalsaid:“Anythingonthegov-

ernment'sstandwillbediscussedafterthe
RepublicDaytractorparade.”
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seen... The agitation of farmers continues
and theGovernmenthas shownshocking
insensitivity andarrogancegoing through
thecharadeof consultations,”Gandhi told
a meeting of the Congress Working
Committee(CWC).
“Wewill vociferously raise the issue in

supportofthefoodgiversofourcountry.Since
thedaytheordinancewaspromulgated,we
havebeenconsistentlyopposing theanti-
tillerlegislation.Ourstandisveryclear.Itwill
bepursued insideandoutsideParliament,”
Congress leader inLokSabhaAdhirRanjan
ChowdhurytoldTheIndianExpress.
SeniorLeftleaderDRajasaidhehadspo-

kenoverthephonewithRahulGandhiand
bothagreedthatOppositionleadersshould
meettochalkoutajointstrategy.CPMgen-
eralsecretarySitaramYechurysaidthestale-
mate is continuing because of the

Government's“obduracy”.TrinamoolCong-
ress’sDerekO'Briensaidtheonlyoptionbe-
foretheGovernmentistorepealthelaws.
“Gazettedlawscan’tbekeptsuspended.

They are enforceable unless repealed. The
assurance to keep themonhold is, hence,
hollow.Farmershaveseenthroughthissub-
terfuge.Repealtheselaws,”saidYechury.
Raja said the Government is “being

rigid”.Hesaidthefarmlawswilljeopardise
India’sfoodsecurity,andagriculturewillbe
handed over to business houses. “The
Governmentshouldhaveagreedtorethink.
Whenthewholefarmingcommunityisag-
itating,politicalpartiescannot remainon-
lookersandmutespectators...,”Rajasaid.
O'BrienaskedtheGovernmentto“bring

anordinanceandscrapthebills”.
TheCWC,too,chalkedoutanagitational

plan.“Wehavedecidedtoholdblock-level

demonstrations followedbydistrict-level
agitationsandconventionsbeforeFebruary
28.At thestate level, therewillbemassive
conventionsbeforeFebruary28insolidar-
itywith the farmers," said KCVenugopal,
generalsecretaryinchargeoforganisation.
"TheParliamentsessioniscoming...join-

inghandswith other like-mindedparties,
theCongresswill standagainst theseanti-
farmerlegislationsandputpressureonthe
Government to repeal these three acts,”
Venugopalsaid.
Ina resolution, theCWCsaid the farm-

ers are “fighting a decisive battle to save
their farmsandfields, their livesandliveli-
hood, and their present and their future
againstadiabolicalonslaughtby theModi
Government determined to sacrifice their
interests at the altar of a handful of crony
industrialist friends.”
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Finish phase 1 of Rani Khera
biz park by May 2023: CM

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

A‘RATHyatra’inanine-seatervan
is being planned for his con-
stituency byManoj Tiwari, the
MPfromNortheastDelhiandfor-
merstateBJPchief,duringwhich
hewill collect contributions for
constructionof theRamMandir
inAyodhya.
Calling it the ‘Sri Ram

Janmabhoomi Nirman Nidhi
Abhiyan’, Tiwari said hewill be-
gin the yatra from February 1,
whichisalsohisbirthday.
"Iwillreachouttoallsections

ofsocietytocollectcontributions
foragrandRamtemple.Thereare
severalbrothersandsistersfrom
theminority community who
alsowishtocontribute,andIwill
go to theirhouses, shopsandes-
tablishmentstoo,"Tiwarisaid.
The Northeast Delhi con-

stituencyhadlastyearseencom-
munalriotsthat left53deadand
hundredsinjured.
BJP leader and Tiwari’s aide

Neelkant Bakshi said the yatra

willstartfromTimarpurandhead
toChandBaghandYamunaVihar.
Thenextday’sprogrammeisyet
to be decided. Chand Baghwas
among the areas that saw vio-
lenceinFebruarylastyear.
Anine-seatervanwillbefash-

ioned into a rath,whichwill be
decoratedwith photos of Lord
Ram,thetemple,PrimeMinister
NarendraModi, HomeMinister
Amit Shah andBJP president J P

Nadda.
The idea is tocollectasmuch

moneyaspossibleforthetemple
trust, Bakshi said, adding that all
effortswouldbemadetoensure
harmony is maintained in the
areaduringtheyatra.
As reported by The Indian

Express,theBJP’sDelhiunitalong
withtheRSSwillalsostartadrive
tocollectdonationsforconstruc-
tionof theRamMandir,mobilis-

ing partyworkers right till the
boothlevelfromFebruary1to27.
VHP’s Delhi unit president

KapilKhannahadtoldTheIndian
Expressthatthecadreswillreach
outto43lakhfamiliesandinform
them about the plan regarding
thestructureofthetempleandits
design. “While cadres will not
contact non-Hinduhouseholds,
everyone can contribute by
reachingouttous,”hehadsaid.
BJP MP from East Delhi

GautamGambhirhasdonatedRs
1 crore for construction of the
temple. "A glorious Ram temple
hasbeenthedreamofallIndians.
Finally this long standing issue
hasbeenputtorest.Thiswillpave
thewayforunityandtranquillity.
Asmallcontributionfrommeand
myfamilyhasbeenmade inthis
endeavour,"hesaid.
Delhi BJP general secretary

KuljeetChehal,whoislookingaf-
terthefundcollectiondrive,said
severalleadersandbusinessmen
havestartedcontributingalready
and the partywill reach out to
every section—be it industrial-
istsorthoselivinginslums.

Anine-seatervanwill serveas the ‘rath’

Year after Northeast Delhi riots,
BJP plans ‘rath yatra’ in district
to collect RamMandir donations

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

INVIEWof the72ndRepublicDay
celebrations, the Delhi Police has
deployedafive-layersecurityinand
aroundthecitytomaintainlawand
order during the parade and the
proposedtractormarchatthebor-
ders.
DCP (NewDelhi) and PROEish

Singhalsaidmorethan6,000police
personnel will be deployed at
Rajpath for the parade and award
ceremonies. Sources in the police
said over 40,000 police, ITBP and
CRPFpersonnelwillbedeployedat
Singhu,TikriandGhazipurborders.
FollowingCovidprotocols,only

25,000 peoplewill be allowed to
watchtheparadeatRajpathasop-
posed to one lakh spectatorswho
attend the parade every year. The
tickets for the general public have
beenlimitedto4,500thisyear.
The paradewill also be shorter

thisyear. Insteadofmarchingupto
theRedFort, theparadewillendat
NationalStadium.Tableauxwillbe
allowedtoperformatRedFort.
On the ground, policewill use

face-recognition cameras through
CCTVstomaintain lawandorder.
Verification drives and pa-

trolling have been intensified in
NewDelhi, South, Southwest and
Southeastdistricts.
DCP(Southeast) RPMeenasaid

morethan20commandosandpo-
licepersonnelhavebeendeployed

ateachentrypointatLajpatNagar’s
CentralMarket.
“Wehavealsointensifiedcheck-

ingandfriskinginthedistrict.Over
150 CCTVs have been installed at
crowded areas — Veer Savarkar
Marg and CentralMarket. Drones
will alsobeusedonRepublicDay,”
saidDCPMeena.
To nabmiscreants, frisking at

airport,bus,Metroandrailwaysta-
tionshasbeentightened.
InSouthwestdistrict,policesaid

morethan50volunteershavebeen
appointedas“eyesandears”of the
police.Thisispartoftheanti-terror
measures followed at the busy
SarojiniNagarMarket.
DCP (Southwest) Ingit Pratap

Singh said, “These volunteers are
mostlyshopkeepersandworkersat
theSarojiniNagarmarket.Theycan
keepavigilduringcelebrations,and
in case of terror activity, they can
helpthepublicandothershopkeep-
ersevacuatethearea.”
In SouthDelhi, police have de-

ployedseveral teamsforpatrolling
atmallsandcrowdedmarkets.The
local police are also encouraging
RWAstocometopolicestationsand
holdameetingwithofficials.
DCP(South)AtulKumarThakur

said,“Ourstaff isconductingtenant
verification,domestichelpverifica-
tion, alongwith picket duties near
borders.We have also interacted
with security guards and asked
themtoinformusofsuspiciousac-
tivitiesnearthem.Wearechecking
hotelsandguesthousesaswell.”
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CHIEFMINISTER Arvind Kejriwal
Fridayinstructedofficials toensure
thecompletionof the firstphaseof
theproposedbusinessparkatWest
Delhi'sRaniKherabyMay2023.
The Rani Khera project, along

with another one at Baprola, was
first conceived in 2012. However,
theseprojectsdidnottakeoffover
the years with the Delhi State
Industrial and Infrastructural
Development Corporation (DSI-
IDC) Limited revising the comple-
tiondeadlinesmultiple times.
On Friday, following a review

meeting with DSIIDC officials, a
governmentspokespersonsaidthe
Rani Khera project will be con-
structed in phases — with con-

struction commencing in May
2021, firstphase tobeconstructed
byMay2023,andsecondphase to
becompletedbyMay2025.
"The construction of the proj-

ect should be completed within
the stipulated timeline," Kejriwal
said. He also reviewed the status
of ongoingmaintenanceworks in
the industrial areas of DSIIDC.
Thecityhas29planned indus-

trialareasinplacessuchasBawana,
Narela, Okhla, Wazirpur,
Patparganj and Shahdara, among
others. The Delhi Statistical
Handbook 2019 puts the number
of factories in Delhi at 9,121, em-
ploying4.19 lakhworkers.
KejriwalhadinNovember2020

announcedthatthenewindustrial
areas in Delhiwill only have serv-
ice-based and hi-tech industrial
units.

Delhi’sR-DaytableaushowingChandniChowk.PraveenKhanna

Ahead of R-Day, over
40,000 personnel at
border protest sites

200 samples from
sero-survey missing

JNU V-C Jagadesh
Kumar gets extension
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

JAWAHARLALNEHRUUniversity
Vice-Chancellor M Jagadesh
Kumar,whowasscheduledtore-
tire on January 26, was Friday
askedbytheEducationMinistry
to continue in office till his suc-
cessor isappointed.
An advertisement had been

put out inOctober for the same
sayingtheV-Cmustpossess“the
highest levelof competence, in-
tegrity,morals and institutional
commitment”.
"The incumbent Vice-

ChancellorM Jagadesh Kumar,
whose five-year termis tocom-
pleteonJanuary26,isallowedto
continue in the office, notwith-
standingtheexpiryofthetenure
till his successor is appointed,"
P K Singh, Under Secretary,
Ministry of Education, said
Friday.
Kumar has seen a fair share

of tumult oncampusduringhis
tenure — starting from the
February 9, 2016 sedition case
against Kanhaiya Kumar, Umar
Khalid and Anirban
Bhattacharyaforallegedanti-na-
tional slogansoncampus to the
disappearance of JNU student
NajeebAhmed.Thecampushas
also witnessed prolonged

protestsincampusduetohostel
fee hike andmandatory atten-
danceforstudentsandteachers.
BoththeJNUStudents’Union

and JNU Teachers’ Association
have been at loggerheadswith
the V-C, with demands for his
resignation being raised from
timeto time.
In January last year, the JNU

campus had become the scene
of violencewhenmasked peo-
ple went from hostel to hostel
assaultingstudentsanddamag-
ing property. Severalmembers
of the facultywere also injured
in theattacks.
JNU had formed a panel to

look into the violence, but — as
reportedbyTheIndianExpress—
thatwas laterdissolved.

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

THE DIRECTORATE General of
Health Services (DGHS) has is-
sued a showcausenotice to the
chief district medical officer of
theWest district after officials
were unable to trace 200 sam-
plescollectedforthefifthround
oftheserologicalsurveyinDelhi.
In the notice issued by the

DGHS, Dr NutanMundeja, offi-
cialshavebeenaskedtoexplain
the reason behind the lapse
withinthreedays.“Thisisaseri-
ous lapse on the part of teamof
Westdistrictresponsibleforsero
survey,” stated the notice, also
marked to Principal Secretary,
HealthandFamilyWelfare,Delhi
government.
The fifth round of the sero-

logicalsurveykickedoff inDelhi
on January 11. A total of 28,000
samples have been collected
during the exercise whichwas
expected to end on Friday. The
Westdistricthada targetof col-
lecting4200samplesforthesur-
vey.Thelastserosurveywascon-
ductedinOctober.Resultsof the
surveyshowed29.1%peoplehad
antibodies in August, which
dropped to 25.1% in September
and later increased to 25.5% in
October.

“Thisisthefirsttimethatthe
samples from any district have
beenmisplaced.Thewholepur-
pose of the exercise is defeated
if theofficialswillhavetore-col-
lect the samples. It seems that
thesamplesgotlostbetweenthe
lab team and the district offi-
cials,” said a senior official from
thestatehealthdepartment.
The first round of this exer-

cise,conductedbetweenthelast
weekof June and the firstweek
of July, had detected antibodies
inabout23%of thevolunteers.
A serological survey is an

exercise to check the preva-
lence of the disease in a popu-
lation, by detecting the pres-
ence of specific antibodies
against the virus.
The survey includes IgG

Enzyme-LinkedImmunosorbent
Assay (ELISA) test, which esti-
matestheproportionofthepop-
ulationexposedtoSars-Cov-2in-
fection.The IgGtest isnotuseful
fordetectingacuteinfectionsbut
itindicatesepisodesofinfections
that have happened in the past.
The test has been approved by
ICMR for its high sensitivity and
specificity.
Meanwhile, Delhi saw 266

newcasesandsevendeathsdue
toCovid-19 in the last 24hours,
takingthetotalnumberofcases
in thecity to63,352.

MJagadeshKumarwas
scheduledtoretireon
January26
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THEARCHAEOLOGICALSurveyof
IndiahasaskedDelhiJalBoardto
rejuvenate 12water bodies, in-
cludingAgrasenkiBaoli,RedFort
BaoliandPuranaQilaBaoli.
Areportcontainingdetailsof

the planwas submitted to the
National Green Tribunal
Wednesday by a monitoring
committee headed by retired
DelhiHCjudgeJusticeSPGarg.
Ano-objection certificate for

rejuvenationofthreewaterbod-
iesundertheASIhasalreadybeen
issued to theDJB in September,
thereportstated.
“After much persuasion by

themonitoringcommittee,itwas
agreedbytheASIthattheywillis-
sueNOC toDJB for rejuvenation
ofwaterbodiesas it (ASI)hasno
expertiseofitsowntorejuvenate
them,”thereportsaid.
In December, the ASI had

sought a proposal on the plan
fromtheDJBchiefexecutiveoffi-
cer. OnDecember 16, a list of 12
water bodies was sent to the

BoardandASIaskedforadetailed
project report (DPR)on them,as
perthereport.
ADJB official said, “Wehave

takenup threeASIwater bodies
—twoatTughlaqabadandoneat
Mehrauli — for rejuvenation at
present. TheASI requestedus to
take up the others butwe have
notconsentedyet.”AnASIofficial
confirmedthreeNOCshavebeen
issuedtotheDJB.
Among the 12water bodies

in the list are Gandhak ki Baoli
and Rajon ki Baoli inMehrauli,
two Baolis at the Tughlaqabad
Fort, Hazrat Nizamuddin Baoli
andArabkiSaraiinNizamuddin,
Feroz Shah Kotla Baoli, Hindu
Rao Baoli and a Baoli at
Wazirabad Gumbad in RK
Puram,asper the report.
TheMonitoring Committee

report said, “After receiptofDPR
of remainingwater bodies, ASI
wouldissueNOCfortheirrevival...
(DJB informed) thatwork at one
water body... is under execution.
Proposal for the secondwater
bodyhasbeenreceived...isatten-
der stage. Proposal of the third
waterbodyisyettobereceived...”

ASHNABUTANI
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

WITHFARMERunionsrejecting
the Centre’s offer to keep the
new farm laws in abeyance for
18months,manyfarmersatthe
Singhubordersaid theirmove-
ment would be “futile” if they
turn back now, especially with
thousands more expected to
join thembyRepublicDay.
Jang Singh (73), a farmer

from Ambala in Haryana who
has been at the Singhu border
since the protest began, con-
ceded that “the government's
offer to keep the laws in cold
storage is definitely a win for
us”,butaddedthat“wewillnot
go anywhere until the laws are
repealed… even if that means
we have to stay for a few
months”.
Singh, whose children and

grandchildren are also at the
protest site now, said he has
helpers to takecareof his fields
backhome.
Affiliated to the Bharatiya

KisanUnion,hesaidmanymore
farmers from his district are
leavingtheirhomestobeapart
of themarchon January26.
Harsh Gill (18), also from

Ambala, said, "We cannot go
backwithoutawrittenguaran-
tee that the laws will be re-
pealed."
Whilesomesaidthattheygo

homefromtimetotimetotend

to their fields, almost all said
theywill not stopprotesting.
Gill said, "To fight the cold,

we keep eating dry fruits and
pinni that keep us warm. Our
clothes are getting washed as
there is a laundry service. We
sleepwellatnight.Whywillwe
leave until all our demands are
met?"
Harminder Singh (38), a

farmer from Hoshiarpur in
Punjab who is affiliated to the
Doaba Kisan Sangharsh
Committee, said the govern-
ment needs to repeal the laws.
"We have come so far, there is
nopoint returninghomenow."
Four people from his 21-

member family are at the
protest site, said Harminder,
adding that his wife and chil-
dren visit on theweekends.
Hardeep Kaur (62) from

Ludhiana, a member of the All
India Kisan Mahasabha, said
morewomenwill also join the
protest soon. "Our fathers and
motherswhohavebeenpart of
the freedomstrugglehaveseen
muchworsethanthis.Wedraw
inspirationfromthemandcon-
tinuetofightforourrightshere."
AtGhazipur,HaseebAhmed

(40), a farmer from Uttar
Pradesh's Rampurwho is asso-
ciatedwith theBharatiyaKisan
Union, said, "The government
thoughtwewouldgoback. But
it is quite the opposite. We are
now preparing to march to
Delhi on January26."

Three baolis set to get
a fresh lease of life

Ahead of R-Day protest, farmers firm:
‘Makes no sense to turn back now’

AprotesteratSinghuFriday.AbhinavSaha

FIR against Sirsa over
gurdwara fund ‘misuse’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

THE DELHI Police’s Economic
OffencesWinghasregisteredan
FIRagainstShiromaniAkaliDal
leaderManjinderSinghSirsafor
allegedcheatingandmisappro-
priation of funds of the Delhi
Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC) while he
was its secretary-general.
Sirsa, when contacted, said

he was being targeted for sup-
porting the farmers’ protest.
An FIR was lodged on

Thursday evening based on a
complaint filed by Bhupender
Singh from Rakab Ganj
Gurdwara.
In theFIR,BhupenderSingh

saidheis“oneof thestakehold-
ers inthe fundsreceivedbyDS-
GMC” and that Sirsa had al-
legedly embezzled money
through the bogus purchase of
tents, blanketsand tarpsworth
Rs 1 crore.
“Theaccusedmadethepur-

chaseof theitemsfromnon-ex-
isting sham companies,”

claimedBhupenderSinghinhis
complaint.
TheFIRalsoclaimsthatSirsa

along with his personal assis-
tant Narinder Singhmisappro-
priatedfundsbynotpurchasing
ACsandwatercoolers fromau-
thorised dealers but from a
company owned byNarinder’s
brother. “They also took out
cash from the chest of the
Gurdwara Committee for per-
sonal use,” claims the com-
plaint.
A senior officer from the

EOWsaid, “Weareverifyingthe
claims and looking into the al-
legations. Thecomplainanthas
submitted some bills and doc-
uments. We are investigating
thematter."
Sirsa said, "The case has

been going on for two years in
court. Last year, police them-
selves told the judge to remove
mynamefromthecasebecause
there was no evidence. Now,
theyarefilingacaseagainstme.
BothDelhiandUPPolicearetar-
getingmefor supporting farm-
ers in theirprotestagainst farm
laws."

Garbagepiledupindifferentpartsof thecityFridayascivicworkerscontinuedtheir strike.Photos:PremNathPandey

MALLICAJOSHI&
ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

TRIFURCATIONDATING back a
decade,polls slatedfornextyear
and the BJP and AAP vying for
control— these are someof the
keyreasonswhyDelhi’smunici-
palworkersare facingsalaryde-
lays, andwhy filth has accumu-
latedon thecity’s roadsover the
pastweeks.
With hundreds ofMCDem-

ployees goingwithout salaries
and former employeeswithout
pension, the Delhi High Court
Thursdaynoted that their griev-
anceshadbeenreducedtoa“po-
litical slugfest”, and expressed
“disgust”with theDelhi govern-
mentandthecorporations.Italso
orderedtheDelhigovernmentto
payanyamountdeductedorad-
justedbyitduringthepandemic
from funds to be released to the
corporations,withintwoweeks.
The fight between theDelhi

government andMCDs, in court
and outside, is not new—MCD
employeeshaveapproachedthe
court over non-payment of
salaries in2018,2019and2020.

The 2012 trifurcation
Trifurcation of the erstwhile

MunicipalCorporationofDelhiin
2012 was done to
“decentralise” the
large local body.
However,seniorof-
ficialssay,itwasalso
anattempttofixpo-
liticalboundariesin
suchaway that the
thenCongress gov-
ernment in Delhi
would be able tomake inroads
intothecivicbodywhichhadbe-
comeaBJPbastion.
After the trifurcation, the

NorthandSouthDelhiMunicipal
Corporations were given 104
wards each,while the EastMCD
had 64, mostly in the trans-
Yamuna area. Due toDelhi’s de-
mography,theSouthbodyended

upwiththemost“posh”colonies
— theA andB category taxation
zones that paid higher property
taxes. The North, on the other
hand,gotmoreunauthorisedand
lowertaxationcategorycolonies,
whichpaylesstax,ornotatall.
Thesplitcreatedastructurein

whichtheSouthendedupearn-
ing around 30% of
its internalrevenue
through property
tax. For the North
corporation, the
share of internal
revenue through
property tax was
around 15%, while
for the East body,

this figure was even lower at
around9%.

The Covid crisis
Because of the pandemic,

both Delhi government and
MCDs have suffered in terms of
internal revenue collection.
According toDelhi government
officials,itsrevenueisatleast40%

lower thanwhat itwas last year.
Corporations too have seen a
morethan50%shortageincollec-
tion fromadvertising revenues,
toll tax, health trade license and
othersourcesof revenue.
The corporations earn the

highest amount fromproperty
tax collections which too has

been affected,with SouthMCD
collection being 20% lesswhile
the figure stands at 40% for East
andNorth,seniorofficialssaid.
In the city, several roles —

sometimes referred to as cradle
tograve—are fulfilledbycorpo-
rations. Birth and death certifi-
cates, primary education (along

withDelhigovernment),health-
care, maintenance of smaller
roads, property tax, cleaning of
roads,garbagedisposaletcfallun-
der theirpurview.Butwitha fall
inrevenueandamidatusslewith
the Delhi government, officials
say corporations are finding it
hardtoperformall theirduties.

The politics
The tussle between AAP,

which heads the state, and BJP,
whichheadsthethreeMCDs,has
meant there is little roomforco-
operation.Thefundingstructure
for corporations has remained
the same for decades, but Sheila
Dikshit’s Congress government
didnothaveaconfrontationalre-
lationshipwiththeCentreorthe
corporations, which have been
ruledbyBJPforthepast14years.
TheAAP,whichwantstowrest

control of the three civic bodies
next year, has allegedcorruption
and financial irregularities in
MCDs,whichitsaysisthereason
for the financial crunch. TheBJP

maintains theDelhigovernment
iswithholdingfundsitisboundto
paythethreeMCDs,whichiswhy
salarieshavebeendelayed.
Delhi,beingaUnionTerritory

withspecialpowers,hasaunique
administrative structurewhere
civicbodiesdonotcomeunderdi-
rect control of the state govern-
ment,butratherundertheCentre.
TheCentre’s grants tomunicipal
bodiescomeunderspecificgrants
for projects,whileDelhi govern-
mentissupposedtopayacertain
amounttotheMCDs.

The state of play
Accordingtoasanctionorder

of Delhi government’s depart-
ment of urban development,
fromWednesday, the corpora-
tionswereowedaroundRs1,200
crore as per revised estimates
with a 42% revenue decline un-
der the basic tax assignment. Of
this, Rs 862 crore had been re-
leaseduntilDecember.
The Delhi government told

theDelhiHighCourtthatasanc-

tion order was passed on
Wednesday for releaseof Rs337
croretotheMCDsandotherlocal
bodiesfor January-March2021.
MCDofficials say their calcu-

lations under the 3rd Financial
Commissionshowsthatbetween
2012and2016,Delhigovernment
had to pay SouthMCD Rs 428
crore;theNorthwasowedRs539
crore;whileEasthadnodue.
Similarly,thefiguresgivenby

the threeMCDs state that under
5thFinanceCommissionrecom-
mendations between 2016 and
2021, South is owed Rs 1,901
crore;East isowedRs1,624;and
NorthisowedRs1,087crore.
In a letter to the threeMCD

mayors in October, Sisodia had
said, “It is clear that no major
amount is due fromDelhi gov-
ernment, and any figure the
Mayors of MCDs are demand-
ing is fictional and an attempt
todivert theattentionof public
from the deep financial mis-
management and corruption
inside theMCDs.”

AtKarolBaghFriday.AnanyaTiwari

Behind cycle of salary delays: MCD structure, 2 parties at loggerheads

WiththousandsofNorthMCDworkersonstrikeoversalarydelays, roads inseveralareasaredrowning in filth,withnoresolutionto thecrisisonthehorizon

Capital becomes garbage central

ANANYATIWARI
DELHI, JANUARY22

INWHAT could lead to a health
hazard,moundsofgarbagehave
continued to pile across several
localitiesinNorthDelhiasthou-
sands of sanitation workers
protestnon-paymentofsalaries.
The Indian Express visited Sadar
Bazar, Karol Bagh, Rohini, Delhi
Gate and Kanhaiya Nagar on
Friday—inmanyareas,somuch
garbage had collected that the
roadswerebarelyusable.
SatishKumar(51),amainte-

nanceworkerfortheNorthDelhi
Municipal Corporation who
heads the union representing
4th class employees of munici-
palities such as safai karam-
charis, told The Indian Express,
“For the past 6-7 days, safai
karamcharis are notworking as
part of the strike. For 4-5
months, they have not been
paid, bonuses are pending for 2
years, there are karamcharis
who have not yet been made
permanent despite working
with theMCD for 15-20 years.
Unlesstheypayoursalariesand
figureoutapermanentsolution
tothis,thisstrikeshallcontinue.”
AttheprominentSadarBazar

andKarolBaghmarkets,thefilth
hasbroughtbusinesstoastand-
still.
ChamanLal(76),whoownsa

shopinSadarBazar,said,“Noone
canworkwithoutsalariesbutwe
just wish cleanliness is main-
tained—wedon’tknowwhatto

dowith the stacks of garbage in
front of our shops. It can lead to
an illness. It has been around 8
daysandeveryonekeepsthrow-
ingmoregarbageonthestreets.”
Gulshan (24), another shop

owner, said, “In a few days the
pilewillbecomeunmanageable.
Theauthoritiesmustfindasolu-
tion.” President of the Sadar
Bazar traders association,
Paramjeet Singh Pamma, said
customer footfall has dropped
drasticallyasa result.
Naveen Keshwani (41), who

runs a shoe store at Karol Bagh,
said,“Wecan’tevenwalkonthe
road; the smell is so bad. Karol
Baghmarketwas once a tourist
spotandnowit looks like this.”
Jai Prakash, mayor of North

MCDandthecouncillorofSadar
Bazar, said, “Todaywe cleared2
months’worthofsalariestosafai
karamcharis, worth approxi-
mately Rs 154 crores.” Urging
sanitation workers to resume
work, he said: “This is the capi-
talof thecountry,andIappealto
theworkers to go back towork.
Weareworkingonapermanent
solution… and even the Delhi
HighCourtishearingthematter.
We shall clear asmany dues as
possibleof all employeesby the
endof themonth.”
ButAPKhan,convenerofthe

Confederation of MCD
Employees’ Union, drew a hard
line:“Till theyreleasesalariesof
all employees, including pen-
sioners, and find a permanent
solution, the strike will con-
tinue.”

Business hit in Karol
Bagh and Sadar: ‘No
place to even walk’

KANHAIYANAGAR KAROLBAGHMARKET

KAROLBAGH
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Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Jan21 227 246 8 81,550
Jan22 266 319 7 71,850
Total 2,060* 6,20,693 10,789 1,02,12,593
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

TIMELY INTERVENTION
AFTERCOMINGacrossavideoofaCISFmansavingthelifeofa
passengerwhohadsufferedheartattackataDelhiMetrosta-
tion,HomeMinisterAmitShahmaynothavepublicly lauded
thepersonnel,buthasexpressedhisdesire tomeethim.Shah
calledtheinterventionof theCISFmananexampleof the“un-
wavering commitment towards serving themotherland and
humanity” byCentral ArmedPolice Forces. The incident took
placethreedaysagowhenapassengerattheDabriMorMetro
Station collapsed after suffering heart attack. The CISFman
rushed to himandgavehimCardiopulmonary Resuscitation
orCPR.Thetimelyinterventionsavedthepassenger's life.

SHOW OF LOYALTY
RAJASTHANCHIEFMinisterAshokGehlot’soutburstagainst
theletter-writingleadersintheCongressattheCWCmeeting
onFridaydidnotcomeasasurprisetomanyintheparty.Some
leaders felt it was classic Congress politics and a clever ploy
by the veteran to try to kill several birds with one stone.
Gehlot’snameisoftentakenwheneverthere is talkof anon-
Gandhi for the post of Congress president. Hewas also per-
sonally close tomanyof the23 leaders–whowrote toSonia
Gandhi seeking sweeping changes in the party – including
AnandSharmaandBhupinderSinghHooda.Therewasaper-
ception hewas acceptable to the 23 leaders. His aggression
onFriday, somefeel,wastoclearlydistancehimself fromthe
letter-writersandshowcasehisloyaltytotheGandhis.Besides,
Gehlot still facesa threat fromSachinPilot inhishomestate.
So itwasperhapsalsoamessage to theGandhis thathis loy-
alty towards themisunflinching.

BACK TO QUESTIONS
DURINGTHEmonsoonsession,whichwasheldamidthepan-
demic with toomany restrictions, the question hour was
scrapped,drawingstrongcriticismfromtheopposition.Soin
theBudget session, ithasbeenreinstated, extending thedu-
rationof thedailysessiontofivehours.TheMPsappeartobe
keen, as several of themhave started sending in their ques-
tionsforthegovernmenttoanswer.Sofar,theLokSabhaMPs
have sent 8,340 questions – both starred (to be answered in
the floor of the House) aswell as unstarred (forwritten an-
swers) – to the LokSabhaSecretariat. TheSecretariat picks a
ballot everyday for starredquestions. So far, the ballots have
beenpicked fordatesup toFebruary11.

VACCINE GESTURE
ASINDIAsentCovid-19vaccinestoBrazilonFridayafterabit
ofdelay,BrazilPresidentJairBolsonarothankedIndiawithan
image of Hanumanwith the Sanjivani, flying from India to
Brazil.HehadmadethesamereferenceinAprillastyearwhen
hehadasked forHydroxychloroquine.

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

OVER FOURmonths after the
Congress set in motion the
process of holding election for
appointmentofanewpresident,
the Congress Working
Committee (CWC)Fridayunan-
imously put off the exercise till
June inviewof the forthcoming
Assembly elections, but not be-
fore the virtual meeting saw a
heated exchange between vet-
eran leaders Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and
Ambika Soni on one side and
AnandSharmaontheother.
Sharmaisoneofthe23senior

leaderswhohadwritten anun-
precedented letter to Sonia
GandhiinJulydemandingsweep-
ing changes in theparty, includ-
ingelectionstotheCWC.
SourcessaidRahulGandhiin-

tervened to say harsh words
shouldnothavebeenusedbyei-
therside,andaddedthattheissue
of farmers’ agitationwasmore
important and the leadership is-
suewouldbesettledwhentheor-
ganisationalelectionstakeplace.
TheCWCmettoapprovethe

schedule andmodalities of or-
ganisational elections. Sources
said GhulamNabi Azad, one of
the23 signatories to the letter,
said that elections be held both
for the CWC and the Central
ElectionCommittee, akeybody
which finalises the party’s can-
didates for various elections, as
provided by the party constitu-
tion. The remarks left both
GehlotandSoniagitated.
Significantly, senior leader P

Chidambarambacked Azad, as
didMukulWasnik,whoevenex-
plained the provisions in the
Congress constitution regarding
holdingofelectionstotheCEC.
After themeeting, AICC gen-

eralsecretaryin-chargeoforgan-
isation K C Venugopal told re-
portersthatthepartywaswilling
to hold elections to the CWC --
whichwerelastheldwhenSonia
Gandhi took over as Congress
presidentin1998.Healsosaidthe
CWChaddecided that theparty
will have a “new, elected” presi-
dentbyJune“atanycost.”
However, Venugopal added,

“Asperour constitution, (a) little
clarityisneededoverwhetherthe
Congress president election and
Working Committee can be to-
gether, or that after theCongress
president election, Working
Committee election has to be
held...Definitely,accordingtothat,
electionwill beheld.Wearenot
sayingthattheCWCelectionwill
notbethere...Asperthepractice,
first theCongresspresidentelec-
tion is held and thereafter the
CWCelection. That is the usual
practice.Weneedclarityonthat."
Interestingly, in her opening

address,Soniasaidtheschedule
and modalities for organisa-
tional elections had to get the
CWC’s approval. After this, dis-
cussions beganon the schedule
sent by Madhusudan Mistry,
whohadbeenappointed chair-

person of the Central Election
Authority inAugust.
Sources said that soon after

Azad and Chidambaram sug-
gestedat themeeting that elec-
tions beheld to theCEC aswell,
Soni questioned the insistence
onholdingelectionsandpointed
out thatelectionswerenotheld
in the BJP as well. She said the
needof thehourwas to take on
theBJP.Gehlotjoinedher,andin
a full-blown attack on those
seeking elections, asked
whethertheydidn'thavefaithin
Sonia's leadership. “Why are
electionsbeingbroughtupevery
nowandthen?"heasked.
At one point, he is learnt to

havequestionedthe locusstandi
of thoseseekingelections.
One leader saidGehlot used

veryharshwords,seenasdirected
atAzad.“Hesaid,'Kaunpehchante
hain aapko (Who recognises
you)?Whatisyouridentity,your
place?Nobodyrecognisesyou'."
SourcessaidSharmahitback,

tellingGehlot,“Nobodyhasgiven
youtherighttobedisrespectful."
He also pointed out that Gehlot
andhebothowe"everything"to
the party, and had known each
other and been in the party for

over four decades, signalling he
was asmuch a Congressman as
Gehlot.Sharmasaidtherecanbe
differentperceptionsandviews,
buttherewasawaytohaveadis-
cussion. Rahul said he under-
stood the viewpoints of both
GehlotandSharma.
Sourcessaidmanyleaders,in-

cludingAdhirRanjanChowdhury
andAKAntony, demanded that
partyelectionsberescheduledin
viewofAssemblypolls.
Addressingthepressconfer-

ence along with Venugopal,
Congress communication de-
partment in-charge Randeep
Surjewaladeniedtherewasany
“uttejana (excitement)" or
"vaad-vivaad(disagreement)"at
the CWCmeeting, and said the
talkofsparringbetweenleaders
was“mere rumours”.
The Congress also raised

questions on the vaccination
drive,arguingthat“thereiscom-
plete lack of clarity” about its
availability. It said no timeline
has been laid out for the pro-
grammebeyondthefirst3crore
people. The party demanded
thatthevaccinebeadministered
for free to under-privileged and
marginalisedsections.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY22

WEST BENGAL Forest Minister
Rajib Banerjee resigned on
Friday, dealing another blow to
theTrinamoolCongressfighting
to stancha steady streamof de-
sertions to the BJP ahead of
Assemblyelections.
TransportMinister Suvendu

AdhikariandMinisterofStatefor
Sports Laxmi Ratan Shukla had
earlierresignedtheirpostsinthe
governmentandparty.
RajibBanerjeehadlongbeen

skipping meetings of the
Mamata Banerjee cabinet, and
hadexpressedunhappinessover
the functioningof theparty.
Inhis resignation sent to the

Chief Minister and copied to
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar,
Banerjeewrote that it hadbeen
a “greathonourandprivilege to
serve the people of West
Bengal”, adding:“Iheartilycon-
veymygratitudeforgettingthis
opportunity.”
Banerjee,thetwo-termTMC

MLA from Domjur in Howrah
district, laterwenttoRajBhavan
to hand his resignation to the
Governor. Afterwards, an emo-
tionalBanerjeetoldreporters:“I
had decided to leave the state
cabinet two-and-a-half years
ago,whenIwasremovedasirri-
gationminister. I had expected
theminimumcourtesyfromthe
CM as a co-worker that she
would informmeaboutherde-
cision before making the an-
nouncement. I came to know
from the media when I was
holding a partymeeting. I had
then decided to leave the cabi-
net and remain a partyworker.
Later,MamataBanerjeepacified
me and gaveme new responsi-
bilitiesandrolesasaminister.”
He had taken up his griev-

ances about the party with
Mamata and other leaders over
the last two-and-a-half years,
Banerjeesaid.“Overthelasttwo
months,Ihaveairedthosegriev-
ances in public. But in last few
monthsstatementsmadebymy
co-workers have hurtme a lot.
Personal attacks against me

mademetake thisdecision.”
“If only Mamata Banerjee

had called me once over the
phone, all issues would have
been resolved,” Banerjee is
learnt tohave toldaides.
TMC MP Sougata Ray said

Banerjee's resignationwas ex-
pected. “Good riddance. Hewas
not discharging his duties as a
minister and party leader.We
triedtochangehismind.Itisgood
that he resigned, elsewewould
havetakenactionagainsthim.”
TMCsecretarygeneralPartha

Chatterjee said: “This will have
noimpactontheTMC.Theparty
is likeanocean.Therewillbeno
effect if you draw two or three
dropsfromit.Ifoneortwoleaves
fall from a banyan tree, new
leaves startgrowing.”
TheTMCalsomovedswiftly

to crush further dissent in the
party, expelling MLA Baishali
Dalmiyasoonaftershecameout
inBanerjee's supportonFriday.
Dalmiya, thedaughterof the

late cricket administrator
Jagmohan Dalmiya, joined the
TMC in 2016 andwas immedi-
ately given the ticket to contest
theAssemblyelectionfromBally
constituencyinHowrahdistrict.
AfterBanerjeequit,Dalmiyasaid:
“Rajibda resigning as statemin-
ister isabig loss tothepartyand
the people. In Howrah district,
wehave faceda lotof disrespect
fromasectionoftheleadership.”
Withinhours,theTMCdisci-

plinary committeemet andde-
cidedtoexpelherfromtheparty.
Since December, nine TMC

MLAs, including Suvendu
Adhikari,havejoinedtheBJP.Two
Congress MLAs, an MLA each
fromtheCPMandCPI,aTMCMP,
and a former TMCMP too, have
joined the BJP. Laxmi Ratan
Shukla has taken a break from
politics and Rajib Banerjeewill
likely joinBJPlaterthismonth.
West Bengal BJP chief Dilip

Ghosh appealed to Banerjee to
join the party. “He has resigned
asstateministerbutheisstillan
MLA of the TMC.We cannot do
anything unless he resigns as
MLA. But wewill wait for him.
He should comeand joinhands
with theBJP,”hesaid.

RajibBanerjeewithWestBengalGovernor Jagdeep
Dhankhar inKolkataonFriday. Twitter@jdhankhar1

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE ELECTION Commission
Friday said bike rallies in the
forthcoming West Bengal
Assembly elections will be
banned after themodel code of
conduct is enforced. In the last
Assemblypolls,bikerallieswere
allowed,but regulated.
ChiefElectionCommissioner

SunilArorasaid, “Oncetheelec-
tionschedule is announced, the

model code of conduct will be
enforced. After that, nomotor-
bikerallywillbeallowedforthe
poll campaign.”
Arora also said the ruling

TMC's allegations against BSF
were “unfortunate”, and asked
thepartytoproveitsclaim.TMC
had Thursday claimed that the
border force’s personnel were
“terrorising” people to vote for
BJP. The EC bench is on a three-
day visit to the state to review
preparedness for the polls in
April-May.

Congress leadersV.K.VenugopalandRandeepSingh
Surjewala inNewDelhi, Friday.Anil Sharma

IT'S been more than six
monthssince23leadersof
theCongresswroteanun-
precedented letter to
Sonia Gandhi seeking
sweeping changes in the
party. As it puts off elec-
tionstopartypresidentby
another six months, the
limbo in the Congress
clearlycontinues.

The limbo
continuesE●EX
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Cong leaders clash over party
polls, CWCsays chief by June

EC says no bike rallies
after model code kicks in

BENGALPOLLRUN-UP

Ex-CJI Gogoi
gets ‘Z+’ VIP
security cover

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi Friday said today’s young
Indiahasanewwayoftakingon
challenges and used the exam-
ple of the recent victory of the
Test cricket team in Australia to
highlighthispoint.
Virtuallyaddressingthe18th

convocationofTezpurUniversity
inAssam,Modisaid:“Thecricket
team faced many challenges.
They suffered a crushing defeat
butrecoveredandwonthenext
match.Theyshoweddetermina-
tiondespite injuries.”
Headded:“Therewereinex-

perienced players, but their
morale was high and they
grabbedtheopportunity tocre-
atehistory.Theydefeatedabet-
ter teamwith their talent and
temperament.”

The PM said the victory had
lessonsbeyondthe field.
“First,weshouldhaveconfi-

dence in our ability; second, a
positivemindsetbegetspositive
results. The third andmost im-
portant lesson is that if one has
twooptions—oneofsafeexitand

theotheradifficultonetowards
victory—one must go for the
win,”Modi said.
Chief Minister Sarbananda

SonowalsaidthattheNortheast
was seeing “rapid progress due
to the PM’s unparalleled politi-
calwill”.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY22

IN ANunprecedented develop-
ment, the Kerala Assembly on
Fridaypassedaresolutionagainst
a Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report, which
termed the off-budget borrow-
ingsthroughKeralaInfrastructure
InvestmentFundBoard(KIIFB)as
unconstitutional and said that it
encroachedupon the powers of
theUniongovernment.
The resolution, moved by

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,

waspasseddespitestrongobjec-
tions raised by the Opposition,
whichsaidthegovernmentwas
tryingtodestroyaConstitutional
body. The resolution said the
Assembly rejected CAG’s refer-
enceaboutKIIFB in its report.
The CAG report on state fi-

nancesauditfor2019wastabled
intheassemblyonJanuary19. It
made adverse remarks against
the off-budget borrowings, in-
cluding themasala bond, of the
KIIFB, which is the government
entityformobilisingfundsforin-
frastructureprojects.
The resolution said the ad-

verse references against KIIFB

were unwarranted, factually
wrong,andhastilyincorporated
insuchamannertohurtthede-
velopmentalinterestofthestate.
“Thisassemblyseesthattheref-
erencesagainstKIIFBweremade
without hearing the state gov-
ernment and in violation of the
audit regulations issuedbyCAG
itself. The emergence of men-
tionswhichwerenotinthedraft
butincludedinthefinalreportis
denialof natural justice.’’
The resolution said the CAG

findingsthatKIIFB’sborrowings
areoff-budgetandnotpartofthe
contingent liability of the gov-
ernmentwerewrong.Suchfind-

ingsweremadewithoutunder-
standingandanalysingthebasic
financial structureof theKIIFB.
AsreferencesagainstKIIFBin

the state financial audit report-
2019endangerthe largerdevel-
opmental interest of the state,
theassemblywantedto takeup
itsanxietywith theCAG, it said.
Congress’s V D Satheeshan,

amongtheOppositionmembers
who spoke against the resolu-
tion,wantedthegovernment to
withdrawit.“Thegovernmentis
tryingtodestroyaConstitutional
body and the resolution should
bewithdrawntoupholdthetra-
ditionof theAssembly,’’ hesaid.

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR, JANUARY22

THEISSUEofpaddyprocurement
inOdisha snowballed into a po-
liticalslugfestwiththeopposition
BJPholdingasit-inprotestonthe
intervening night of Thursday
andFriday inSambalpurandac-
cusing therulingBJDof ignoring
farmers’welfareandhampering
procurement.
The issue comes amid the

state government's tussle with
theCentreoverthelatter'sdeci-
sion to cap parboiled rice pro-
curement from the state at 50
percent.

A scuffle broke out at the
protest site among BJPworkers
and the police followingwhich,
50workers of the saffron party
weredetainedandreleasedlater,
officials said.
State BJP leaders allege that

theBJDgovernmenthasmisled
farmerswith its centralised to-
ken system,withmany farmers
unabletosell theirproduce.The
BJD however, assured that the
cropof“genuine”farmerswould
beprocured.
TheBJDhadthreatenedastir

if the Centre did not retract the
move tocapprocurement.
Rajya SabhaMP and BJP in-

chargeofOdisha,BijaypalSingh

Tomar said, “Due to the token
system, many farmers are still
waiting for their turn. They are
forced to sell their produce be-
low theMSP of Rs 1,868, as the
procurementisstalledatvarious
government-runyards.”
“... Food supplies minister

Ranendra Pratap Swain had
promised that criminal cases
willbefiledifpaddyisprocured
belowtheMSPatanyplace.But
no cases are being filed any-
where,” BJP MP from Bargarh,
SureshPujari, alleged.
BJD spokesperson

Shreemayee Mishra hit out at
the allegations saying the state
BJPwas representing the inter-

estsof “middle-men”.
Meanwhile, farmers, whose

produce is yet to be sold, have
started a night vigil at yards to
guardagainst theft.
Ashok Pradhan, a farmer

leader in western Odisha, said
the centralized tokens of most
farmers have expired. “Unlike
other years, this year luckily
therewasnopest infestationor
natural calamity, which is why
theharvestwasgood.However,
there have been a lot of issues
pertainingtoprocurement,forc-
ingfarmerstosellbelowMSPin
openyards,”Pradhansaid.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY22

ADAY ahead of PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi’s visit to poll-
boundAssam,newly-formedre-
gional outfits Assam Jatiya
Parishad and Raijor Dal Friday
questionedtheBJPgovernment's
“unfulfilled promises”, particu-
larlyonthehot-buttonillegalim-
migration issue inthestate.

“TheBJPhadsaidinitsvision
document that theywould de-
port illegal foreigners from
Assam... Now, as the PM visits
Assam,wewant to urge him to
publishthenamesanddetailsof
those foreigners who have left
Assam 'with bag and baggage'
since he came to power,” AJP
chief Lurinjyoti Gogoi told re-
portersinGuwahati,referringto
anoldstatementmadebyPrime
MinisterModi.

“This government is not se-
rious about NRC (National
Register of Citizens)... It has not
realisedthatitwastheirrespon-
sibility to deliver an error-free,
foreigner-freeregisterofcitizens
tothepeopleofAssam,”hesaid.
Bhasco De Saikia, chief con-

venorof RaijorDal, said that ac-
cording to itsestimate,only5of
the476promisesmadebyBJPin
2016 have been fulfilled and 46
havebeencompletedpartially.

New parties flag ‘unfulfilled’ promises

The JerengaPothar (field) inSivasagardistrictwherePM
NarendraModiwillgiveout landdocumentsonSaturday. PTI

PM invokes Test win to highlight
young India taking on challenges

Kerala House passes resolution against CAG report:
Factually wrong on KIIFB’s off-budget borrowings Paddy procurement sparks political war of words

ODISHA-CENTREROWOVERRICEPROCUREMENTCAP

Goodriddance,won’taffectus:TMC

Another minister
quits, BJP invites
him to join party

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

THECENTREhasaccordedZplus
security to former Chief Justice
RanjanGogoi.
NominatedtoRajyaSabhaby

the government months after
his retirement in November
2019,Gogoiwillbeprotectedby

around a dozen
CRPF comman-
dos at all times.
Asimilarcontin-
gent will guard
his residence.
Sources said

the decision to
accord him se-
curity coverun-
der the highest
category after

the PrimeMinister’s was taken
after a threat assessment by in-
telligence agencies. Gogoi
headed the five-judge bench
that delivered theAyodhyaver-
dict in2019.
Sources said Gogoi already

had Z-plus security by local po-
liceinAssamandduringvisitsto
Delhi. “The security had been
providedinanticipationofthreat
to him following the Ayodhya
verdict. Security had been pro-
vided to other four judges as
well, albeit low in category,” a
HomeMinistryofficial said.
Sources said the difference

this time is that Gogoi will be
covered by a specialised VIP
forceundertheCentre’scontrol.

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA, JANUARY22

RASHTRIYA LOK Samta Party
chiefandformerUnionminister
UpendraKushwaha issaid tobe
intalkstoalignhispartywiththe
JD(U)andbecometheeducation
ministerintheNitishKumar-led
NDAgovernment inBihar.
A JD(U) source said: “There

won’t be amerger of RLSPwith
JD(U).SinceKushwahahasbeen
taking up education issues, he
couldbecomeeducationminis-
ter,” thesourcesaid,addingthat
theRLSP leaderwouldbenom-
inated to the Upper House in
Bihar soon.
TheBiharCabinet is likely to

be expanded next week, with
the JD(U) and BJP reportedly
agreeingtoa50:50seat-sharing
formula.

FromtheBJP,SyedShanawaz
Hussain is a front-runner for a
ministerial berth. Other con-
tendersfromthepartyincluded
Nitish Mishra, Samrat
Choudhary, Nitin Navin, Rana
Randhir Singh and Gyanendra
SinghGyanu.
Meanwhile, ChainpurMLA

JamaKhan, the loneBSPlegisla-
tor in Bihar, joined the JD(U) on
Friday. Khan could be made a
ministerandbegiventhecharge
of theminoritywelfare depart-
ment. IndependentMLAChakai
Sumit Singh is also likely to be-
comeaminister fromthe JD (U)
quota.

RLSPchief
Upendra
Kushwaha

Kushwaha may align with
JD(U), get education berth

FormerCJI
Ranjan
Gogoi

New Delhi
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ANDHRAPRADESH

22peoplefall
ill inEluru,six
discharged
Amaravati:Atleast22peo-
ple fell ill inElurucityand
a nearby mandal head-
quartersinWestGodavari
on Friday. This comes
more than amonth after
severalhundredpeoplein
Eluru fell ill with symp-
toms of nausea. “Six of
these patients have been
dischargedaftertreatment
while15wereadmittedto
the District Hospital in
Eluru.Anotherpersonwas
gettingtreatedinthelocal
hospital in Poollamandal
headquarters,”aseniorof-
ficialsaid. PTI

MADHYAPRADESH

4heldfor
drugging,
rapingteen
Indore: Four people have
been arrested for al-
legedly sexually exploit-
ing a 15-year-old girl and
supplyingdrugs,policein
IndoreinMadhyaPradesh
said on Friday. Twomen,
identifiedasAmanVerma
and Akash alias Gazni,
luredherwith drugs and
alcohol six months ago
and had been raping her
eversinceaftershegotad-
dicted, said ASP Rajesh
Raghuwanshi.“Theyhave
beenarrested alongwith
aman andwomanwho
supplieddrugstotheduo.
They have been charged
underPOCSOActandIPC
provisions. Thegirl is in a
de-addiction centre,” the
officialadded. PTI

UTTARPRADESH

15-year-oldgirl,
nephewkilled,
rapesuspected
Chitrakoot: A15-year-old
girl was hacked to death
with an axe allegedly af-
ter being raped and her
four-year-old nephew
killed in avillage inUttar
Pradesh, police said on
Friday. A 30-year-old
manfromthegirl'svillage
hasbeenarrestedincon-
nection with the crime
which took place on
Thursday, they said. An
officer of the concerned
policestationsaidthegirl
was attacked when she
wasreturninghomeafter
giving food to her father
in the field. Meanwhile,
an official spokesperson
in Lucknow said Chief
MinisterYogiAdityanath
has taken note of the in-
cident and announced a
financial assistance of
Rs5 lakh. PTI

JHARKHAND

Lalu’shealth
stable,say
RIMSdoctors
Ranchi: A day after RJD
supremo Lalu Prasad
complained about ill
health, doctors at the
Rajendra Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS)
Ranchi said that he has
improvedmarginallyand
is currently stable.
Doctors said that he has
testednegativeforCovid-
19. RIMS Director
Kameshwar Yadav said:
“There is a small patchof
pneumonicconsolidation
due to bacteria not virus.
From the distribution of
patches, one can say it is
favoring bacteria not
virus. It isconsistentwith
the reports. He is on an-
tibioticandshowingmar-
ginalimprovement.”ENS

RJDchief LaluPrasad.

AIR POWER
Fighterplanes fly in formationduringabilateralairexercisebetweenIndianandFrenchAirForces in JodhpuronFriday.PTI

Govt: Rare
disease policy
will be finalised
by March endThe voice of jagran that hit a high note in mainstream

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

TWOYEARSafter itwashanded
overtheprobeintoallegedillegal
harvesting of data of Indian
Facebook users by Cambrige
Analytica, theCBI has registered
anFIRagainsttheUK-basedcom-
pany. The central investigating
agencyhasallegedthatthecom-
pany, in conspiracywithGlobal
ScienceResearchLimited(GSRL),
illegally harvested data of 335
Facebookusersandtheir5.62lakh
contacts across India throughan
applicationandusedthedata for
commercialpurposes.
The CBI has listed both

CambridgeAnalyticaandGSRLas
accusedinitsFIRregisteredunder
varioussectionsof the ITActand
also accused them of criminal
conspiracyunderIPC.
Basedonacomplaintfromthe

Ministry of Electronics and
InformationTechnology(MeitY),
theCBI had registered aprelimi-
nary enquiry against Cambridge
Analytica in July2018. Following
completionofthepreliminaryin-
vestigation,theagencyregistered
theFIRonJanuary19.
“EnquiryhasfoundthatGlobal

Science Research entered into a

criminal conspiracy with M/s
CambridgeAnalytica(UK)Limited
during2014and right touse the
illegally harvested datasetswas
giventoM/sCambridgeAnalytica
(UK)Limitedforcommercialpur-
poses,”theCBIFIRhassaid.
AccordingtoCBI,itwasfound

thatDrAleksandrKogan,founder
anddirectorofGSRL,hadcreated
anapplicationcalled“thisisyour-
digitallife”. According to the
Facebook’s platformpolicy, this
applicationwasauthorisedtocol-
lect specificdataof users foraca-
demicandresearchpurposes.The
application,however,illegallycol-
lected additional unauthorised
dataoftheusersaswellasoftheir
friends’networkonFacebook.
“Thisdatawascollectedwith-

outtheknowledgeandconsentof
theAppusers. Thisdata includes
demographic information,pages
liked on FB, contents of private
messages etc. FB conveyed that
335 users in India had installed
thisApp.Theyhaveestimatedthat
data of approximately 5.62 lakh
additionaluserswhowerepartof
thefriends'networkof these335
users has also beenunauthoris-
edly harvested by theApp,” CBI
hasallegedintheFIR.
AccordingtotheCBI,Facebook

hadcollectedwrittencertificates

from Kogan and Cambridge
Analytica during 2016-2017de-
claringthatallsuchdataobtained
bythemthrough“thisisyourdigi-
tallife”wasaccountedforandde-
stroyed.
“This fact confirms thatM/s

GlobalScienceResearchLimited,
UK illegally harvested datasets
and provided the same toM/s
CambridgeAnalytica(UK)Limited
forcommercialpurposes,”theCBI
said. It,however, said itcouldnot
authenticate the veracity of the
claims of GSRL and Cambridge
Analyticathattheyhaddestroyed
thesaiddatasets.
During the preliminary en-

quiry, although the 335users of
theapplicationwerecontactedby
theprobeofficer,onlysixofthem
responded and could be
examined.
“They unanimously stated

thattheyweremisledbytheApp
andwereunawareofthefactthat
their personal and friends' data
was harvested. They also stated
thattheywouldnothaveusedthe
Appif theyknewitwoulddoso,”
theCBIsaid.
The casewas referred to the

CBIafteraseriesofmediareports
suggested CambridgeAnalytica
andGSRLhad illegallyharvested
FacebookusersdatainIndia.

J&K approves new
land allotment policy
for entrepreneurs
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAMMU,JANUARY22

THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad-
ministrationonFridayapproved
theadoptionof anewpolicy for
allotment of land to industrial
entrepreneurs, proposing zon-
ing of industrial areas at block
andmunicipalitylevelsaftertak-
ingintoaccountexistinglevelof
industrial development in the
area, its locationand levelof ur-
banisationamongothers.
The Land Allotment Policy

2021-30,whichwasapprovedat
the Administrative Council
meetingchairedbyLtGovernor
ManojSinha,willalsocoverland
allotment for health institu-
tions/medi-cities and educa-
tionalinstitutions/edu-cities,an
official statement said.
Pointing out that it aims at

evolvingahighly structured in-
dustrial land band for promot-
ing equitable industrial growth
intheUnionTerritory, thestate-
ment said the new policy at-
tempts toaddressvarious land-
related issues impeding
industrial development in
Jammu and Kashmir by laying
down a framework to regulate
zoningof industrial areas, proj-
ect appraisal and evaluation,
and the subsequent
process flow.
Thepolicy provides for con-

stitution of Divisional Level
ProjectAppraisalandEvaluation
Committeestoscrutiniseappli-
cationsreceivedforallotmentof
industrial landwithin 30 days;
Apex Level Land Allotment
Committee, High Level Land

Allotment Committee and
DivisionalLevelLandAllotment
Committee to decide and allot
industrial land to the applicant
within 45 days in cases of proj-
ects worth Rs 200 crore, Rs 50-
200croreandup toRs50crore,
respectively.
Underthepolicy, landwillbe

allottedtotheinvestorsonlease
for an initial period of 40 years,
extendable to99years.
The allotted land will be li-

able to be cancelled in case of
failureof theinvestortotakeef-
fective steps within the stipu-
lated time of two years, failure
of the industrial unit to come
into production within three
years,violationofprovisionsun-
der the leasedeed, andnon-co-
operation of an enterprise for a
periodof fiveyears.
The policy also provides

rentingoutof 60percentof the
built-up area of a business en-
terprise for setting up an ancil-
lary industrial enterprise
througha tripartite agreement.
Itaimsatachievinginclusive

growth through sustainable in-
dustrialisationandemployment
generation, and includesprovi-
sions for evolving a fair and
transparentmechanismforland
allotment for industrial use.

NewDelhi:After a rap from the
DelhiHighCourt, theCentrehas
saidthatapolicyforrarediseases
draftedlastyearwasdelayedby
theCovid-19pandemicandwill
likelybe finalisedbyMarch31.
TheHigh Court had told the

Centre last week to provide a
specifictimelineforthefinalisa-
tion and notification of the pol-
icy. The ministry, in its reply
dated January20, told the court
that the 2020 draft policy was
earlier placed in public domain
for feedback, but its finalisation
was delayed by the Covid-19
pandemic.
“In the meantime.... DGHS

constituted an Expert
Committeetoexaminethecom-
ments/suggestions. The Expert
Committeesubmitteditsrecom-
mendations, which are under
examinationtofinalisethedraft
policy,” reads the reply. ENS

SUANSHUKHURANA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

ITWASaBaisakhiconcertinApril
1973inMumbaiwhereNarendra
Chanchal, then a young singer
fromNamakMandi inAmritsar,
sangafamed17th-centurykaafi
(Sufipoem)—Nimainkamlihaan
— by Baba Bulleshah. He had
comeacrossthepoeminanews-
paper that the neighbourhood
halvai had used to wrap
his food.
WhatChanchaldidnotknow

duringtheperformancewasthat
filmmaker Raj Kapoor sat in the
audience, enraptured by his
shrill, high-pitched voice and
crispdiction.After aquickback-
stagemeeting and a tight em-
brace,Chanchalfoundhimself in
a recording studio three days

later,crooningforcomposerduo
LaxmikantPyarelal.
The song ‘Beshak mandir

masjid todo’, picturised on
Dimple Kapadia and Rishi
Kapoor in the blockbuster hit
Bobby (1973),notonly tuggedat
the heartstrings of those who
watched the two lovers inmis-
ery, it also won Chanchal a
Filmfare Award for Best Singer.
Thishappeneddespitetherebe-
ing no dearth of captivating
songs inBobby.
But whatmade Chanchal, a

jagranandweddingsinger from
Amritsar,ahouseholdnamewas
a song from the film Avtaar a
decade later. ‘Chalo bulawaaaya
hai’ – a typical ‘maata ki bhent’ –
remainsoneofthemostpopular
devotionalpiecestocomeoutof
thefilmindustry.
Chanchal, the devotional

singerwhobroughtthesoundof
jagrans into the mainstream,
diedinDelhi’sApolloHospitalon
Friday.Hewas80.
According to Chanchal’s col-

league and playback singer
AnuradhaPaudwal,itwasthein-
tensityofhisvoiceandtheemo-
tionalqualitythatmadehimspe-

cial. “There is no one who can
competewithhiminsingingde-
votional ‘maata ki bhent’. The
genreremainssynonymouswith
him.Ilookeduptohimif Iwasto
record one.We also performed
together in many devotional
gatherings. His popularity was
something else,” she told The
IndianExpress.
Chanchal was born in

AmritsarasNarinderKharbanda
andwasoneamongeightbroth-
ers and sisters. Sincemusicwas
taboo at home, he would sing
filmsongsandbhajansasachild
amonghisfriendsandwomenin
the neighbourhood. Hewould
thenreturnhome–invariablyto
angryparents.
Aschoolteachergavehimthe

nameChanchal,whichwent on
tosticktohimthroughlife.
Hedroppedoutof school af-

ter 10th grade andworked at a
drycleaner’sshopforafewdays.
Since there was no radio or
gramophoneathome,Chanchal,
whowould cravemusic, would
gotoanearbyshopandsit there
for hours listening to
MohammadRafiandMannaDey
songs. Hewouldmemorise the
songs and present them at the
nextavailableopportunity.
Appreciation followed soon

from friends and his father’s
friends,whostartedgivinghima
little money to sing for them.
SoonChanchalwasmadepartof
a local music group, and he
startedperforminginlocalwed-
dings and jagrans tomake a liv-
ing.Hisgroupbecamefamousin
the city andwas chosen by the
I&BMinistry to entertain Army
jawansattheIndia-Pakistanand
India-China borders. It was due

tohispopularityintheArmycir-
cuit that the invite for the
Mumbai concert landed with
him. After Bobby, he sang ‘Main
benaamhogaya’ forRDBurman
in Benaam (1974), followed by
‘Tune mujhe bulaaya’ — a duet
withhis idolMohammadRafi in
Aasha (1980). There were also
songs in Gujarati, Bengali and
MarathibesidesPunjabi.
But Chanchal’s career and

successweremuchbeyondfilms.
Hemoved toDelhi and became
one of themost famous and ex-
pensive jaagran singers in the
country, travelling theworld to
singat jagrans.
In his later years, Chanchal

also foundedmany non-profit
organisations, including Ekta
MissionandNarendraChanchal
Institute for Non Formal
Education.

CBI books Cambridge
Analytica, GSRL for
illegal data harvesting

Colaba residents
oppose statue of
Bal Thackeray
ahead of unveiling

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

AN INTERNATIONALdrug racket
operated by Pakistani drug traf-
fickers jailed in Sri Lanka is in-
creasinglypushingnarcotics into
Indiathroughthesearouteusing
LankanandMaldiviancouriers,a
recent investigationbyNarcotics
ControlBureau(NCB)hasfound.
The drug network, NCB

sources said, is spread across
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Sri
Lanka,Maldives, Australia and
India.
OnNovember26,inajointop-

eration with the Indian Coast
Guard, NCB had detained Sri
Lankan fishing vessel ‘Shenaya
Duwa’ in the territorialwatersof

IndianearTuticorinport.Asearch
of the vessel led to recovery of
95.875kgofHeroinand18.325kg
ofMethamphetamine.Fivepistols
andmagazineswerefoundinpos-
session of the crew and seized.
Thesix-membercrew,allofthem
Sri Lankan nationals, were ar-
restedandarecurrentlyinjail.
Less than twomonths later,

NCBon January20 arrested two
moreSri Lankannationals, iden-
tified as MMM Nawas and
MohamedAfnasfromChennaifor
allegedlybeingpartof theracket.
“BothNawas andAfnas hold

importantpositionsinthemulti-
national heroin syndicate. They
werecontrollingmidseapickup
and delivery of narcotic drugs
fromPakistaniandIranianvessels.
BothhadfledSriLankawhenau-

thorities closed in on them. It is
also believed that there is an
InterpolRedCornerNoticeissued
bySriLankangovernmentagainst
Nawas,”anNCBstatementsaid.
The NCB said intelligence

shared by the agency with Sri
Lankanauthorities led to seizure
of100kgofHerointhere.
“Withincreasedvigil thatour

borderguardingforceskeepinthe
northwestern borders of India,
the traditional route of Afghani-
Pakistani heroin is becoming
tougher to breach. This has also
led to the increased use of sea
route by heroin traffickers to
smuggle thenarcotic into India,”
anNCBofficialsaid.
According toNCB, the largest

opiumcultivation region of the
world,theGoldenCrescentcom-

prising Afghanistan, Iran and
Pakistan,hastwoimportanttran-
sit points forprocessedheroin in
theislandnationsofSriLankaand
Maldives.Theheroinfromthisre-
gion is usually loaded in fishing
vesselssettingsail fromtheports
of Iran andPakistan formid-sea
transfer intosimilarvesselsof Sri
LankaandMaldives.
“However, themid sea trans-

fershappeninterritorialwatersof
Indiaorveryneartoitsterritorial
waters. There is a bignetworkof
foreignentitiescontrollingthislu-
crativetrade.Veryreliableintelli-
gence developed by NCB and
Indianagenciesovertheperiodin-
dicates that Pakistani drug traf-
fickers lodged inSri Lankanpris-
ons fordrugoffencescontrol this
trade...”anNCBstatementsaid.

Pakistanis jailed in Lanka pushing
drugs into India through sea: NCB

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY22

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh Friday an-
nounced jobsforamemberofthe
family of each farmer from the
statewhodiedduring theongo-
ingagitationagainst theCentre's
new farm laws. The announce-
ment came soon after the state
Cabinet passed a resolution
“stressingthatallthegenuinede-
mandsofthefarmersmustbeac-
cepted”.
Asserting that itwill take all

measurestoprotectthestate’sand
itsfarmers’ interests,theCabinet,
in a virtualmeeting chaired by
Amarinder, made it clear that
“nothing short of repeal of the
Centre’s black farm laws,which
are anti-farmer, anti-nation and
anti-foodsecurity,wouldresolve
thepresentcrisis”.
“The Central government is

out of touchwith theground re-
alities,”anofficialstatementquot-
ingAmarindersaid.Itsaidthatthe
Council ofMinister declaredun-
equivocally that “repeal of the
farmlawswastheonlywayoutof
the current imbroglio”. The
Cabinet demanded that “the
Centremakeminimumsupport
price(MSP)astatutoryrightofthe
farmers”,asperthestatement.
Pointing out that even the

Supreme Court has acknowl-
edgedtheconcernsoftheprotest-

ing farmersand recognised their
pain and anguish, the state
Cabinet said Centre should not
makeitamatterofprestige asthe
matter, if unresolved, could lead
todevastatingrepercussions.
Later, in a formal resolution,

theCabinetreiterateditscommit-
menttotheresolutionspassedby
theAssembly onAugust 28 and
October 20 last year, “stressing
that all the genuinedemands of
the farmersmust be accepted”.
Later, Amarinder, during a
FacebookLivesession,saidthatin
additiontotheRs5lakhcompen-
sationbeinggiventothefamilies
of deceased farmers, his govern-
mentwillalsogivejobtoamem-
berof theirfamily.

Farmersataprotest inPanchkulaonFriday. Jaipal Singh

Amarinder promises job to kin of
farmers who died during agitation

NARENDRA
CHANCHAL

1940-2021

Thenewpolicywillalso
cover allotmentfor
healthinstitutionsand
educationalinstitutes,
accordingtoanofficial
statement

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY22

A 11-FT TALL statue of Bal
Thackeray, the centerpiece of
ShivSena’sbirthanniversarycel-
ebrations of its founder on
Saturday, has found itself in a
controversy with residents of
Colaba opposing the structure
thathasbeeninstalledonabusy
roundabout.
The statue, the first of

Thackeray in the city, is coming
up at the busy roundabout be-
tween Chhatrapati Shivaji
MaharajVastuSangrahalayaand
National Gallery of Modern Art
onMGRoad.
The Sena had proposed the

statueayearago.
Citizen groups from Colaba

have opposed the statue being
installedat traffic islandcitinga
2013 Supreme Court order that
hadsaidthatstategovernments
shouldnot allowany statueson
public roadsandpavements.
“The proposal of installing

statues has been in the public
domain forover twoyears. That
timenobodyobjected.TheBMC
hassecuredallrequiredpermis-
sions..Therearemanyotherstat-
uesinthepremises...notrafficis-
sues have come up. I cannot
understandtheintentionbehind
the complainant,” said Mayor
KishoriPednekar.
TheSenahas invited leaders

from across the political spec-
trum for the unveiling of the
statueonSaturday.

PunjabCabinetpasses resolution: ‘genuinedemandsmustbeaccepted’

Chandigarh: Aman caught by
farmers at the Singhu border
outside Delhi has claimed that
hewastrainedtoinciteviolence
during the planned farmer agi-
tation on January 26 and that
that there was alleged plot to
shoot four farmer leaders.
Accordingtotheman,hewas

caughtbyfarmersinconnection
with charges of harassing a
woman at the protest site. The
farmer leaders produced him
before themedia late night be-
forehandinghimovertothepo-
lice.Theyouthclaimedtenpeo-

ple, includinghimand twogirls
—oneofwhom,hewascharged
withharassing—hadbeensent
to inciteviolenceduring theag-
itationfarmershaveplannedfor
January26.
He also claimed they were

askedtoopenfireduringtheag-
itation to lead policemen to
think the farmers are using
firearms. A farmer leader said:
“Theyouthhasidentifiedphotos
of fourfarmerleaderswhowere
to be targeted in somemanner.
The operation was to be exe-
cutedafter January23.” ENS

Youth caught at Singhu border
claims plot to kill farmer leaders

New Delhi
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OFFICER ENTRY
Applications are invited for 10+2 Technical Entry
Scheme Course (TES-45) (commencing in jul 2021.)
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www.joinindianarmy.nic.in

³fûMX :
1. ÀfZ³ff ¸fZÔ ·f°feÊ ´fc¯fÊ°f¹ff ´ffSXQVfeÊ AüSX ¸fbµ°f W`XÜ Q»ff»fûÔ ÀfZ Àff½f²ff³f SXWZÔXÜ
2. d½fÀ°fÈ°f ³fûdMXdRYIZYVf³f IZY d»fE, IÈY´f¹ff www.joinindianarmy.nic.in ´fSX ªffEaÜ
Note :
1. Recruitment in the Army is totally transparent and free. Beware of touts.
2. For detailed Notification, please visit www.joinindianarmy. nic.in

davp 10601/11/0017/2021

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY22

UTTAR PRADESH government
Friday toldSupremeCourt that it
willlookintoapleaofarrestedKer-
ala journalist SiddiqueKappan's
motherwhohas sought tomeet
himovervideoconferencing.
Appearing for the state gov-

ernment,SolicitorGeneralTushar
Mehtaurgedabenchheadedby
Chief Justiceof IndiaSABobdeto
leave thematter tohimafter the
court observed that itwill allow
the request brought to its notice
bySeniorAdvocateKapilSibal.
Sibal, who appeared for the

Kerala Union of Working
Journalists(KUWJ),toldthebench
also comprising Justices A S
Bopanna and V Ramasub-
ramanian that Kappan’smother
wasagedover90andunwelland
wished toseeher sonovervideo
conferencing. “Please allowher
thevideoconferencingoptionso
thatshecanseeherson...Wehave
filed anapplication. Please allow
us,”Sibalsaidwhilealsopointing
outthatjailrulesdon’tallowit.
“Wewill allow,” saidCJI Bob-

de, followingwhichMehta qui-
ckly sought to assure, urging the

courttoleavethemattertohim.
Thebenchadjournedhearing

ontheKUWJpleabysixweeks.
Kappanandthreeotherswere

arrested by the Uttar Pradesh
PoliceonOctober5lastyearwhile
they were on way to Hathras
whereayoungDalitwomanhad
died after allegedly being gang-
raped.All four are facing charges
under various provisions of the
stringentUAPAandIPCprovisions
relatingtosedition.
AccordingtotheKUWJ'speti-

tion,Kappan,whohasmorethan
10years of experience as a jour-
nalist,was onway toHathras to
reportonthegangrapeanddeath
of thewomanwhenhewas ar-
restedinMathura.
Opposing his bail plea, the

policehavesought to linkhimto
the banned SIMI and told the
SupremeCourtthathewentthere
onthe“instructionsof”Delhiriots
caseaccusedMdDanish.
In an affidavit, the state also

saidthatKappan“hasbeenfound
associatedwithPopular Front of
India (PFI)”,which “has been re-
sponsible for disrupting public
peace of the State by provoking
class and caste conflictswith an
intention todestroypublic order
and tarnish the image of the

Government...”.
The state added that “PFI has

beeninvolvedinanti-nationalac-
tivitiesandkeepinglinkswithter-
ror outfits like ISIS” and that “as
per investigation till date,most
membersofPFIwhoareex-office-
bearers of banned organization
SIMI” havebeen in close contact
withKappan. It said that several
incriminatingevidencehavebeen
foundfromKappan'shouse.
The KUWJ, in an Additional

Rejoinder,hasaccusedthestateof
filinga“misleadingaffidavit, jus-
tifyingtheunlawfuldetentionand
maliciousprosecutionof”Kappan.
Itsaid“it isamatterofgravecon-
cern”thatUttarPradeshhasclai-
med that Kappan “committed
veryseriousoffences,despitethe-
re beingnomaterials to support
anyallegationsintheFIR,orinthe
investigation, other than vague
statements, thereby seriously
prejudicing the faithof the com-
monmaninthelegalsystemand
theprocedureestablishedbylaw”.
OntheallegationthatKappan

was in touchwithPFImembers,
KUWJ saidhe “wouldhavebeen
in touch with people from all
walksof life,whichisessential to
dischargehisprofessionaldutyas
ajournalist...”

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY22

SIXLABOURERSwerekilledinan
accidentinvolvingacranenearan
abandoned coal mine close to
Sorkari, Deinshalu village, in
Meghalaya’sEastJaintiaHillsdis-
trictonThursday, a seniorpolice
officersaid.
“Primafaciethereasonappe-

arstobeanaccidentofthecrane,
maybeduetosomedefect...Five
personshavealreadybeeniden-
tified,”MeghalayaHomeMinister
LahkmenRymbuitoldthemedia.
ThedeceasedhailedfromAssam.
“A criminal case has already

beenregisteredunderKhliehriat
police station, and investigation
ofthecaseisinprogresstoestab-
lishthewhereaboutsofthemine
owner and themanager of the
mine,whohavebeenabsconding
since the timeof the incident,” a
policepressstatementsaid.
AseniorpoliceofficertoldThe

Indian Express that therewas no
traceoffreshcoalatthesite.“The
locationisveryremote…Wewill
investigatewhether therewas
any attempt at illegal coalmin-
ing,” theofficersaid.
Coal mining in Meghalaya

came into the spotlight in 2018,
when at least 15 workers got
trappedanddiedinsideaminein

KsaninEast JaintiaHillsdistrict.
TheKsanaccidentbroughtto

light that illegal rat-holemining,
involving narrow tunnels dug
intomountains for workers to
move through and extract coal,
hadcontinuedtothriveinMegh-
alayadespiteanNGTbanin2014.
In July 2019, the Supreme

Courthadallowedminingopera-
tions to continue in the state on
privatelyandcommunity-owned
land,subjecttotheconditionthat
all necessary permissions and
clearanceswereobtained.When
allegations of illegal coalmining
were raised inOctober last year,
CM Conrad Sangma said the
claimswerepoliticallymotivated.

6 killed near Meghalaya coal mine

Will look into video conferencing
plea of Kappan’s mother: UP to SC

DISRUPTIONDUETOCOVID-19

Not in favour of giving
extra chance for UPSC
aspirants: Centre to SC
New Delhi: The Centre on Friday informed the
SupremeCourtthatitwasnotagreeabletothede-
mand for onemore chance to civil service aspi-
rantswhoexhaustedtheirlastopportunitytotake
theexamin2020.
Thecourtwashearingapleawhichcontended

thatmanyaspirantshadnotbeenabletotakelast
year’sexamsduetodisruptionsonaccountof the
Covid-19pandemicandthereforeshouldbegiven
onemorechance.
Additional Solicitor General S V Raju told a

benchheadedby JusticeAMKhanwilkar thatno
further opportunity can be given to candidates
whohadtheir final chance inOctober lastyear.
Takingnote,theBenchalsocomprisingJustices

B RGavai andKrishnMurari asked the Centre to
say the same in an affidavit. The court will now
hear thematteron January25.ENS

Uttarakhand cabinet
nod to provide land for
sadhus’ burial ground
LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, JANUARY22

THEUTTARAKHANDcabinetonFridayapproveda
proposal to provide 4.38hectare of landnear the
GangainHaridwarfor'bhu-samadhi'–wheresad-
huswhodiecanbeburied.
Sourcessaidthemovefollowsobjectionsfrom

environmentalistsoverthecurrentpracticeof 'jal-
samadhi', inwhichthebodiesareimmersedinthe
Ganga.Thesadhusthemselveshadbeendemand-
ing land to start the practice of 'bhu-samadhi', so
that there isnoobjectionfromothers.
Government spokespersonMadan Kaushik

toldreporters that4.38hectare landbelongingto
theIrrigationdepartmentinHaridwardistrictwill
be provided for burial of the sadhus. He said the
burialgroundwasa long-pendingdemandof the
sadhus.Kaushiksaidthelandwillbepermanently
used for bhu-samadhi, beginning the upcoming
KumbhMela. A systemwill be developed by the
sadhusofAkharaParishadtoregulatethepractice
ofbhu-samadhi.
AkhilBharatiyaAkharaParishadheadMahant

NarendraGiri toldThe IndianExpress thataccord-
ingtoritualssadhusareeitherimmersedinwater
afterdeathorburied.“Sincetherewasnolandear-
markedinUttarakhandforbhu-samadhi,thebod-
ieswereimmersedinriver.Withthegovernment
nowclearingtheproposaltoprovidelandforbhu-
samadhi,thispracticewillstartduringtheupcom-
ingKumbhMela,”Giri said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JANUARY22

PUNECITYPoliceandfirefighting
agencies on Friday initiated a
probe into the fire at the Serum
Instituteof India (SII)building, in
whichfivepersonswerekilled.
While the incident tookplace

inHadapsar police station area,
consideringtheseriousnessofthe
case, the PuneCity Police Crime
Branchhasstartedaparallelinves-
tigation.Acaseofaccidentaldeath
and burning incident has been
lodgedatHadapsarpolicestation.
Teamsofforensicsciencelab-

oratory,firebrigadeandelectricity
departmentvisitedthefacilityon
Fridaytoascertainthecauseoffire.
Pune Police Commissioner

AmitabhGuptasaid,“Wehavela-
unchedaprobe.Aforensics team
visitedthespotandcollectedsam-
ples.CrimeBranchhasalsostarted
aprobe.Actionwillbetakenbased
onthepreliminaryfindings.”

DevendraPotphode,chief fire
officer of Pune Metropolitan
RegionDevelopmentAuthority,
SantoshWarick,chieffireofficerof
Maharashtra Industrial Develo-
pmentCorporation,andPrashant
Ranpise, chief fireofficerof Pune
FireBrigade,visitedthespotFriday.
“We are yet to come to any

conclusionregardingthecauseof
fireandhowitspread.Furtherin-
vestigationison,”saidPotphode.
According to officials from

Pune Fire Brigade, the first call
aboutthefirewasreceivedatthe
control roomaround2.33pmon
Thursday. Officials said the fire
couldhave started15 to20min-
utespriortothat.Tenfiretenders,
fouradditionalwatertankers,four
Devdootvans(smallfiretenders),
one hydraulic lift, and one van
equippedwithbreathingappara-
tuswereputintoservicetodouse
the fire, officials said. At least 10
fireofficersandover70personnel
wereinvolvedinthefire-fighting
operation,theyadded.

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS&
CHANDANHAYGUNDE
PUNE, JANUARY22

SANJAYPASHTEhasbeenatahos-
pitalforthepastfewdaysforhype-
rtensionanddiabetes-related is-
sues.Sohisfamilyhasnottoldhim
aboutthedeathofhis21-year-old
sonPratikinthefireattheSerum
InstituteofIndiafacilityThursday.
Five labourersdied in the fire, in-
cludingPratik,whowas involved
intheworkofinverterinstallation.
“Wehaven’t informedSanjay

thathissonisnomore,”saidGan-
eshGhanekar, Pratik’smaternal
uncle. The last rites were per-
formedbySanjay’selderbrother.
Thefamilylivesinasmallho-

useinPune’sDeccanarea.Afam-
ilymembersaid itwaspainful to
identifythebody.“Itwascharred.

WehadtoidentifyPratikfromhis
clothesandotherbelongings.”
Pratikwaspursuingadiploma

in telecommunication and also
workingforaprivateinverterfirm.
His colleague,Mahendra Ingle
(30),alsodiedinthefire.Pratikand
InglewenttotheManjrifacilityfor
inverter-relatedworkThursday.

“Employeesofthefirmwhere
Pratikworked often visited the
teastallrunbyhisparents.Thisis
how he got to know about the
firm.Hejoinedasatraineeovera
year ago,” Ghanekar said. Pratik
earned about Rs 12,000 per
month and funded his educa-
tionalexpenses,headded.

Arelativeofoneof thevictimsonFriday.PavanKhengre

5DEAD INFIREATSERUMINSTITUTEFACILITY

Ailing father of 21-yr-old
not informed yet, say kin

FSL collects samples,
Crime Branch and fire
agencies launch probe

New Delhi
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DIRECTORATE OF EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
GUJARAT STATE

(An ISO 9001:2008 certified organization)
Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, Block No. 1, Third Floor,

Gandhinagar - 382010, Ph. No. (079) 23253800
E-mail: ao-det@gujarat.gov.in

Online E-Tender Notice No. 03/2020-21
e-TENDER (EOI) NOTICE

(Account)
Proposal in the form of BIDS is requested from agencies, willing to bid
for Empenalment of Agency/Agencies for Inernal Audit of various offices
under Directorate of Employment & Training. The EOI document can be
downloaded from the website https://www.nprocure.com from
22nd January 2021 onwards.
Tender Fee Rs. 5000/- (Non Refundable)

Right to accept or reject any tender in full or part threof without assigning any
reason whatsoever is reserved. For more details please visit
talimrojgar.gujarat.gov.in or contact this office at address mentioned above.

Sd/- Director,

INF/1853/20-21
Employment and Training, Gandhinagar

Date of Pre Bid Meeting Dt. 03/02/2021 at 15.00 Hrs.

EOI Closing date (Submission of EOI
documents)

Dt. 17/02/2021 at 18.00 Hrs.

Technical Proposal Opening date & Time Dt. 18/02/2021 at 12.00 Hrs.

U.P. POWER
T R A N S M I S S I O N
CORPORATION LTD. E-

Tender Notice Online e-Bids are
invited for “Construction and
commissioning of Two nos.
400KV AIS Line Bay at 400kV S/s
Muradnagar-II” on Turn-key basis
against Tender Specn. No. ESD
8/160. E-tender uploaded on
18.01.2021 on https://etender.up.
nic.in. EMD Cost for the tender is
Rs.15 Lacs and tender Fee of Rs.
11,800.00 will be deposited through
RTGS/NEFT. Last date for
submission of tender is 17.02.2021
at 17.30 Hrs and opening of part-1 is
19.02.2021 at 16:00 Hrs. Total
Quantity of work, tender
specification and other terms and
conditions is as per tender
document available on the e-tender
portal. Undersigned reserve the
right to cancel the e-Bids without
assigning any reason. Corrigendum,
Addendum, Extension if any shall be
uploaded only on the above
website. Bidders are advised to visit
the website regularly for updated
information from time to time.
Superintending Engineer, Electy.
765/400KV SDC, 11th floor, Shakti
Bhawan Extn. lucknow. ´fÂffaIY Àfa-
32/BÊEÀfOXe-8/160 dQ³ffaIY: 21.01.2021

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OFTHE PUBLIC RELATIONS (W)

ROOM NO. 306 VARUNALAYA PH-II, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI-110005
Email: proyap32018@gmail.com, Phone No- 011 2355 0843

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Further details in this regard can be seen at DJB website i.e www.delhijalboard.nic.in under “Expression
of Interest” link.

S.
N.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost For each

group (Rs.)

Bid security
deposit For each

group (Rs.)

Period of
Completion

Last dt/Time
of receipt of

Bids
1 Selection of Partner NGOs to carry out Public

Participation, Advocacy and School Outreach
Programme under Public Outreach Component for
YAP-III, in specified Region of Delhi.

Lump Sum Nil
(Declaration form

to be filled)

36 months 16.03.2021
up-to 15.00

Hours

ISSUED BY PRO (WATER) Advt.
No. J.S.V. 335/2020-21

STOP CORONA [WEAR MASK] [WASH YOUR HAND] [FOLLOW SOCIAL DISTANCING]

Sd/-
Dy. Director (PR)

Delhi Jal Board

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

SHIVNATH CIRCLE DURG (CHHATTISGARH)

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
( 1st Call )

System Tender No. : 70835 /NIT No. : 35/SAC/2020-21, Durg, Dated : 20.01.2021
Online Tenders are Invited for The Following Works up to 10.02.2021 at 17:30 Hour
Name of Work : CONSTRUCTION OF TEMRI STOP DAM IN BLOCK DHAMDHA

AND DISTRICT DURG.
Probable Amount of Contract : Rs. 136.63 Lakhs
The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh
Integrated e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date 27.01.2021, at 17:31
Hours (IST) onwards.
(1) All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to get enrolled on the Integrated e-
procurement portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific vendor class from
PWD under Centralized Contractor/ Supplier Registration in order to download the tender doc-
uments and participate in the subsequent bidding process. sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Tandula Water Resources Division,Durg

for, Superintending Engineer,
86486 Shivnath Circle, Durg (C.G.)

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

Madhya Pradesh Police Head quarter,
Bhopal (M.P.)

No. Phq/SRB/S-3/102/21 Dated 18/01/2021

e- Notice Inviting Tender
e- tenders are invited by the Additional Director General of Police Selection & Recruitment
Branch Madhya Pradesh Police Head quarter, Bhopal (M.P.) on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal
for “Conducting Physical Proficiency test based on RFID Technology for Recruitment of
Police Constable Selection Examination 2020-21 by providing complete services using
Computer system based RF-ID, Synchronised cameras for measurement of distance,
and/or automated solution for such measurement of time/distance and recording of events
including Communication and other equipments, Digital height/chest measurement
devices etc.” as per schedule below:-

1. Bids shall be submitted online through website https://www.mptenders.gov.in on or
before specified date and time.

2. The cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is Rs. 15000/- (Fifteen Thousand Only) which
is non refundable and cannot be exempted in any condition. Tender fee must be paid
online through website https://www.mptenders.gov.in

3. Detailed Tender/RFP document is available on the websites
https://www.mptenders.gov.in and www.mppolice.gov.in 18/01/2021 onwards.

Sd/-
Assistant Inspector General of Police (Selection & Recruitment)

(For Director General of Police, MP)
Police Headquarter Bhopal

Phone: 0755 –2443019
* The bidders shall sent their queries beforehand to tender

POREX2020@mppolice.gov.in
G-17944/20

Qû ¦fªf IYe QcSXe, ¸ffÀIY W`X ªføYSXeÜ ªf¶f °fIY IYûSXû³ff IYe Q½ffBÊ ³fWXeÔ, °f¶f °fIY dPX»ffBÊ ³fWXeÔÜ

Name of Item(s) Qty. Tender
Fees
(Rs.)

EMD Paid Online
Through

mptenders.gov.in
Conducting Physical Proficiency test based on RFID
Technology for Recruitment of Police Constable Selection
Examination 2020-21 by providing complete services using
Computer system based RF-ID. Synchronised cameras for
measurement of distance, and/or automated solution for such
measurement of time/distance and recording of events
including Communication and other equipments, Digital
height/chest measurement devices etc.

15,000/- 15,00,000/-

1. Tender Publication date 18-1-2021 TIME 17:00

2. Tender Document Download Start Date 19-1-2021 TIME 11:00

3. Pre-bid meeting 28-1-2021 TIME 12:00

4. Online participation Tender start Date & time 03-2-2021 TIME 17:00

5. Online participation Tender End Date & time 10-2-2021 TIME 14:30

6. Due date, time & Place for Online opening of tender 11-2-2021 TIME 16:30

7. Demo date 16-2-2021 & 17-2-2021 TIME 12:00

Empanelment of Vendors for Supply of Books
Applica�ons are invited for empanelment of book suppliers on the terms &
condi�ons prescribed by the university. For details, please refer to the university
website www.ipu.ac.in
Last date of submission of prescribed form in this regard along with
non – refundable demand dra� of Rs 2,000 in favour of Registrar, GGSIPU,
New Delhi is 26/02/2021. Registrar

Sl. No.: EEDPWD / PB-8 / Tender/2020-21/6975 Date: 22-01-2021
KW – 4 (Through Standard Document)

The tender for the following works has been invited for the following works on behalf of the
Governor of Karnataka by the PublicWorks Department from a qualified contractors. Eligible contractors
can participate in the tender by confirming the date and other details as published in the e-Governance
Center or website. www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in Further information can be obtained from the office.
Other details of theworks are as follows.

Opening
Date of
Technical
Bid (e-Proc)

Sl.
No. Name of Works

Total
Estimate
in Rs.
Lakhs

Filled
Tenders
Receiving

Date (e-Proc)
Construction of Sports Complex at Kalghatgi
Taluk, Dharwad District (WORK_INDENT 135006)
Construction of Sports Complex at Annigeri Taluk,
Dharwad District (WORK_INDENT 135002)

Construction of Valmiki Bhavan at Survey No.
80/1 (behind the new bus station) at Gulaganji
Koppa, Ward No. 3, Dharwad District.
(WORK_INDENT 134995)

1

2

3

DIPR/651/2020-21/DWD/DESHPANDEPUBLICITY

Opening
Date of
Financial

Bid (e-Proc)

500.00

500.00

24-02-2021

24-02-2021

25-02-2021

25-02-2021

26-02-2021

26-02-2021

200.00 24-02-2021 25-02-2021 26-02-2021

Government of Karnataka
Department of Public Works, Dharwad Division, Dharwad

Office of the Executive Engineer,
Department of Public Works, Dharwad Division, Dharwad

Publication of Short term tender

Sd/ -Executive Engineers,
Department of Public Works,
Dharwad Division, Dharwad.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) PROJECT CIRCLE DIVISION 1ST SRINAGAR
CORRIGENDUM

Subject: Construction of Service road (5.5m width) along NH-44 bypass (both sides) From Ch. 1+900 to 4+500 & Ch. 11+900 to 17+800 (except km
13.145 to km 14.027 , Bemina flyover) (length =15.236 kms) and renewal coat on main existing 4-lane carriageway from Ch. 4+500 to 11+500
in the UT of Jammu & Kashmir on EPC mode Complete job

Reference: This office Fresh NIT No. NIT No PCD-RnB-63 of 2020-21 Dated:21/12/2020 issued Vide endorsement No PCD-Ist/NIT/7141-50 Dated: 18-12-2020.

No:-NIT/Corr/7798-7805
Dated: 19-01-2021 DIPK-11997

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
R&B Project Circle Division 1st, Srinagar.

Sr. No.

1

1.

2

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Please Read

2.2.2.1 BID Capacity
N= Number of years prescribed for completion of work for which Bid is
invited. (1.5 Years)

Please Read

SCOPE OF WORK:
Improvement Allowed:
a) Construction of service road
Note:- Deleted.

Geometric Design and General Features
(i) General

The scope of Project shall include road Geometric design and general
features of the Project Highway in accordance with Section 2 of the
Manual

2. Geometric Design and General Features
(v) Type of shoulders
(b) In open areas, earthen shoulders of 1.0-1.5 m width shall be provided
as per attached typical cross sections (TCS I & TCS II) in Annexure-B-1

Pavement Design
(i) Pavement design shall be carried out in accordance with the provision
of relevant
Manual i.e. IRC 37-2018. The Project road shall include construction of
new service road and renewal coat on existing Highway. Thus, new road
shall have to be provided with pavement composition as, 30mm BC,
60mm DBM, 150mm WMM and 150mm GSB, as given in tables below
and renewal coat of 40mm BC over existing Highway.

(Schedule-D)
Specifications and Standards for Construction
1. Specifications and Standards
All Materials, works and construction operations shall conform to the
Manual of Specifications and Standards for Four-Laning of Highways
IRC:SP:84-2019, referred to as the Manual if applicable anywhere, and
MORTH Specifications for Road and Bridge Works. Where the specifica-
tion for a work is not given, Good Industry Practice shall be adopted to the
satisfaction of the Authority’s Engineer.

Schedule – J
Project Completion Schedule
2. Project Milestone-I
(i) Project Milestone-I shall occur on the date falling on the 192nd (One
Hundred Ninety Two) day from the Appointed Date (the “Project
Milestone- I”).
3. Project Milestone-II
(i) Project Milestone-II shall occur on the date falling on the 329th (Three
hundred Twenty Nine) day from the Appointed Date (the “Project
Milestone- II”).
4. Project Milestone-III
(i) Project Milestone-III shall occur on the date falling on the 465th (Four
Hundred Sixty Five) day from the Appointed Date (the “Project Milestone- III”).
5. Scheduled Completion Date
(i) The Scheduled Completion Date shall occur on the 547th (Five
Hundred and Forty Seven) day from the Appointed Date.

The provision of Performance Security (PS) and Additional Performance
Security (APS), will be as per Latest office Memorandum of Ministry of
Finance Department of Expenditure procurement Policy Division vide
their No.F.9/4/2020-PPD dated:- 12/Nov/2020 (The bidder has to provide
3% of PS within 30 days of receipt of LOA)

In RFP Instead Of

2.2.2.1 BID Capacity
N= Number of years prescribed for completion of work for which Bid
is invited. (1 Year)

In Schedule instead Of

SCOPE OF WORK:
Improvement Allowed:
a) Construction of service road
Note:-The provision of price escalation has been considered for six
months (beyond 1year: project duration is 18 months) @2.5% of
allotted civil cost of the project.

Geometric Design and General Features
(i) General
Improvement & geometric standards are not applicable. The scope of
Project shall only include road Geometric design and general features of
the Project Highway shall be in accordance with Section 2 of the Manual.

2. Geometric Design and General Features
(v) Type of shoulders
(b) In open country, earthen shoulders of 1.0-1.5 m width shall be
provided as per attached typical cross sections in Annexure-B-1

Pavement Design
(i) Pavement design shall be carried out in accordance with the pro-
vision of relevant Manual i.e. IRC 37-2018. The Project road shall
include construction of service road. Thus, existing road shall be
overtopped, which shall be provided 30mm BC, 60mm DBM, 150mm
WMM and 150mm GSB, as given in tables below. The crust compo-
sition applicable for approaches of Bridges shall be following as per
design requirements–

(Schedule-D)
Specifications and Standards for Construction
1. Specifications and Standards
All Materials, works and construction operations shall conform to the
Manual of Specifications and Standards for Two-Laning of Highways
IRC: SP: 73-2015, referred to as the Manual if applicable anywhere,
and MORTH Specifications for Road and Bridge Works. Where the
specification for a work is not given, Good Industry Practice shall be
adopted to the satisfaction of the Authority’s Engineer.

Schedule – J
Project Completion Schedule
2. Project Milestone-I
(i) Project Milestone-I shall occur on the date falling on the 128th
(One Hundred Twenty Eight) day from the Appointed Date (the
“Project Milestone- I”).
3. Project Milestone-II
(i) Project Milestone-II shall occur on the date falling on the 219th
(Two hundred Nineteen) day from the Appointed Date (the “Project
Milestone- II”).
4. Project Milestone-III
(i) Project Milestone-III shall occur on the date falling on the 310th
(Three Hundred Ten) day from the Appointed Date (the “Project
Milestone- III”).
5. Scheduled Completion Date
(i) The Scheduled Completion Date shall occur on the 365th (Three
Sixty-five) day from the Appointed Date.

Submission of Performance Security (PS) and
Additional Performance Security (APS), if any

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI, JANUARY22

THEBOMBAYHighCourtFridayrefused
to grant urgent relief to former
Broadcast Audience Research Council
(BARC) chief executive officer (CEO)
ParthoDasgupta,arrestedinallegedTRP
scamcase.Dasguptahadmovedanur-
gent praecipe seeking his transfer to a
private hospital after being discharged
fromstate-runJJHospital.Theex-BARC
CEO,whowasbeingshiftedtoTalojajail,
claimedhewasunfit tobedischarged.
A single-judge bench of justice

Prakash DNaik heard Dasgupta’s plea
in his chambers Friday evening after
regular courthours.
Through advocate Arjun Singh

Thakur,Dasguptahadmovedabail ap-
plicationbeforethehighcourtafterthe
sessionscourtonJanuary20rejectedhis
bailplea intheallegedTRPscam. Inthe
plea, Dasgupta sought interim bail for
twoweeks or sought to be transferred
toHindujaHospital for treatment.

Thestategovernment,throughchief
publicprosecutorDeepakThakare,op-
posedthepleaandsubmittedthatthere
wasnourgent need forDasgupta to be
shifted to a private hospital since J J
Hospital had examined his health and
declaredhimtobe fit tobedischarged.
Thakare said, Dasgupta was being

taken to Taloja jail hospital where he
would remain under observation.
Medical officers therewould examine
him and only based on their decision,
hewouldbetakeninsidetheprison,he
said. “If themedical officers from jail
finditnecessaryatanypointof thetime
that the applicant is required to be ad-
mitted to J JHospital again, theywould
take appropriate steps. In accordance
with the discharge note, the applicant
wouldbetreatedbymedicalofficers in
jail,” Thakareadded.
The courtwhile permitting the bail

plea seeking interim relief to be heard
Monday,refusedtograntanyurgentre-
lief and asked the state government to
placebeforeitdocumentspertainingto
Dasgupta’shealthcondition.

TRP case: HC refuses urgent
relief to former BARC CEO

Mumbai: Hearing a criminal
complaintagainstactorKangana
Ranaut, themetropolitanmag-
istrate’s court Friday said sanc-
tionfromeithertheCentreorthe
statewasnecessary to takecog-
nizance of the offences alleged
tohavebeencommittedbyher.
LastOctober,Mumbai-based

lawyer Ali Kaashif Khan had
moved the court alleging that
Ranaut, through her social me-
diaaccount,hadmade“defama-
tory remarks” against the
Mumbai Police in regard to the
probe into actor Sushant Singh
Rajput’sdeath.
“As per Section 196 of the

Criminal Procedure Code, it is
necessarytotakethesanctionof
the central or the state govern-
ment before taking cognizance
ofoffencesunder(theabovesec-
tions),”thecourtsaid.Khansaid
thathewillwrite to thegovern-
ment in thecomingweek. ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAMMU,JANUARY22

THE JammuandKashmir admin-
istration on Friday extended re-
strictionson4Ghigh-speedmobile
Internet services till February 6,
saying that the “threat perception
onthesecurity front” in theUnion
Territory “continues tobehigh”.
Pointingoutthatexceptforthe

districts of Ganderbal and
Udhampur, the Internet speed on
mobiledataservicesshallcontinue
to be restricted to 2G, an order is-
suedbytheUT’sPrincipalSecretary
Home, Shaleen Kabra, said there
was credible intelligence inputs
about preparedness of terrorists
“to infiltrate from across the
IB/LoC”.
“Theserestrictionshavehelped

thwartthenefariousdesignsofthe
radical and terrorist organisations
operating in theUT of J&K tomis-
guide,provokeandincitetheyouth
in furthering their anti-India

agenda since regulation of high
speed mobile internet prevents
easy streaming/ dissemination/
downloading of such material/
videos,’’ theorder said.
“Reports further suggest that

dataservicesthatrelyonavailabil-
ity of high speed Internet are ex-
tensively utilised for coordinating
and facilitating infiltration,” it
pointedout,addingthat“inthein-
terest of the sovereignty and in-
tegrityof India”, the Internetserv-
ices shall not be provided to
pre-paid SIM card holders, unless
verified as per the norms applica-
ble forpost-paidconnections.
For fixed-line Internet sub-

scribers,connectivityshallbecon-
tinued to bemade available with
Mac-binding, theorder said.

4G curbs extended in
J&K till February 6

Need sanction to
take cognizance
of ‘offences’ by
Kangana: Court

Adminsays ‘threat
perception’onsecurity
front isstillhigh

NewDelhi:ActorSonuSood
FridaymovedtheSupreme
Court challenging the
Bombay High Court order
whichdismissedhisappeal
against a BMC notice over

alleged illegalconstruction
athisresidentialbuildingin
Mumbai.
Advocate Vineet

Dhanda,whofiledtheplea,
said that Sood has chal-

lengedthehighcourtorder.
While dismissing the

actor's appeal and applica-
tion, the HC said: "Law
helps only those who are
diligent." PTI

Sood moves SC over illegal construction order

New Delhi
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ED searches
offices of Viva
Group, run by
Vasai MLA’s kin

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, JANUARY22

THEOLDBhopalareainMadhya
Pradesh remained under heavy
policebandobastFridayafterthe
districtadministrationgavepos-
session on January 17 (Sunday)
of a disputed land parcelmeas-
uring2.88acres, claimedtobea
graveyard byMuslim commu-
nity, to Rajdev Janseva Trust, an
NGO, many of whose trustees
areBJPandVHP leaders.
The Trust is now in the

processofconstructingabound-
ary wall and plans to build a
communityhall in thearea.
OnThursday,theresidentsin

the area who had approached
theWakf Tribunal for a stay on
construction work, shut down
their shops inprotest. TheWakf
Tribunalisscheduledtohearthe
ongoing title suiton January23.
Earlier on Sunday, curfew

had to be imposed in the juris-
diction of three police stations
close to the disputed sitewhile
section144was invoked in sev-
eral places in the area. Though
the curfewwas liftedMonday,
people’smovementclose to the
disputedsite remainsrestricted
andnearbymarketsare shut.
Pitambar Rajdev, Vice

President, Rajdev Janseva Trust,
said the trust which had con-
structed the Sindhi colony, will
developacommunityhall inthe
disputed land.
Of the 15 members of the

Trust,manyholdpositionsinBJP,
VHP and are workers of RSS.
TrustmemberAlokSharma,for-
mermayorofBhopal, isnowthe

vice president of BJP inMP; an-
othertrusteeVishnuKhatriisthe
sitting BJP MLA from Berasia;
Bhagwandas Sabnani, another
trustee,isstategeneralsecretary
ofBJP;ShashibhaiSeth,another
trustee, was the Sangh
Sanchalak inRSS.
Askedabout the affiliationof

the trust with RSS, Pitambar
Rajdev, who is a VHP Prant
Pramukh,saidafewmembersare
affiliatedwith the RSS but the
trustisanindependententityand
carriesoutsocialwelfarework.
“The curfew had been im-

posed toward off the repeat of
2001-like situation sensing the
sensitivityofthematter,”pointed
outDIGBhopal,IrshadWali.Back
then, the area had turned tense
whenthetrust triedtotakepos-
sessionof the land.
Whenaskedif thedistrictad-

ministration can allow the pos-
session of the disputed land
whenitsstillpendinghearingin
theWakfTribunal,acourttoset-

tle the dispute overWakf prop-
erty, Bhopal Collector Avinash
Lavaniasaid,“AspertheRevenue
landrecords,thelandbelongsto
the Trust and there is no stay
from any court that prohibits
themfromgoingaheadandtak-
ing possession. The issue of re-
ceiver has been resolved by the
SDM; hence, legally, the trust
waswellwithinitsrightstocon-
struct a boundary wall to take
possessionof itsproperty.”
However, Sarwat Sharif

Khan, lawyer at the Madhya
Pradesh Wakf Board said the
mattertodecidethefinalowner
of the land (title suite)was sub-
judicebeforetheWakfTribunal,
the highest court to settle the
disputeofWakfproperties.“The
next hearing is on January 23.
However,theTrustillegallytook
possession of the disputed land
with the help of the district ad-
ministration,”healleged.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ARUNJANARDHANAN&
NITHYAPANDIAN
CHENNAI, COIMBATORE,
JANUARY22

AN ELEPHANT has died near
Ooty due to severe bleeding
causedbyaburningtyrethrown
atitbylocalresidentsonJanuary
8.Twodaysafteritsdeath,Tamil
Nadu Police on Friday arrested
twopeople in this connection.
According to a senior forest

official, the elephant was at-
tacked on January 8 after it had
damageda luxurycarparkedat
Mavanahalla nearMasinagudi.
Avideooftheattackemergedon
socialmedia,followingwhichan
investigationwasconducted.
“Theythrewatyrefilledwith

keroseneattheelephant,which
wasalreadybeingtreatedbythe
forest department for a deep
back injury,”hesaid.
LCSSrikanth,deputydirector

of Mudumalai Tiger Reserve
(BufferZone),whoisinchargeof
the area, said they booked one
more person and hewas out of
station.
“The two persons detained

were arrested todayandwill be
sent for remand,”hesaid.
Thearrestedhavebeeniden-

tified as Reymond Mallan
Malcolm (28) and Prasath
Sugumaran (36). According to
localresidents,theelephantwas
attacked after it came close to a
resort runbyMalcolm.
The residents said people

from the resort frequently used
to call the forest department to
chase the elephant away from

residential areas, and have ac-
cusedtheforeststaffofnotmon-
itored theanimalproperly.
Nilgiris District Collector

J InnocentDivyaconfirmedthat
orders havebeenpassed to seal
the resort.
VijayKrishnarajoftheNilgiris-

based United Conservation
Movement (UCM)Movement,
saidtheinjuredelephantwasbe-
ing treated for about 45 days by
the forest department. “They
were administeringmedicine
and feeding fruits.While han-
dlingitwastough,therewasone
forestwatcherwhowas taking
care of the elephant all these
days,”Krishnarajsaid.
The forest official and

Krishnarajsaidthereasonforthe
death was severe bleeding.
“After they threw the flaming
object, it had damaged the ear
lobe leading to severe bleeding.
Therewereeffortstosavethean-
imal but it died on January 19.
Similar incidents are increasing
in Mudumalai region,” said
Krishnaraj, referring to the poi-
soning of two tigers
recently.

An autopsy report revealed
that ithadsevereinjuriesonthe
backandburninjuriesontheear.
Meanwhile, Bellan, 55, an

anti-poaching watcher at
Mudumalai Tiger Reservewho
was assigned to take care of the
elephant, has been unable to
controlhis tears since itsdeath.
“Wenamed the elephant ‘SI’

becauseitwalkedlikeastrictpo-
lice officer. SI frequently visited
ourvillagebeforeanditneverdid
any harm to the villagers… Its
conditionwasgettingbetterand
theforestdepartmentemployed
fourmoreemployeestomonitor
itwithme…
“One night, SI wandered

away towards Mavanahalla in
search of food… The people at
the resort treated it badly and
threw a burning tyre on it,”
Bellan toldThe IndianExpress.
“Itwas tired, had lost a lot of

bloodandwas inpain. Twovet-
erinary teams tranquilised it
with the help of Kumki ele-
phants... We tried to shift it to
Theppakadu Elephant camp,
about 1 kmaway…Butwe just
lost it,”headded.

Barricadesnear thedisputedsite.Express

GOPALKATESHIYA
RAJKOT, JANUARY22

ISMAIL SAMA, a cattle herder
from Nana Dinara village in
Gujarat’s Kutch district who
wentmissing in 2008 andwas
laterfoundinaPakistanijail,was
released on Friday following an
order by the Islamabad High
Courton January14.
Ismail reached the Indian

Red Cross Society’s branch in
Amritsar after Pakistani officers
handed him over to Indian au-
thorities.
NanaDinaravillageislocated

nearKhavda,around50kmfrom
on the Indo-Pakistan border in
Bhuj talukaofKutchdistrict.
Ismail went missing on

August 28, 2008, and his wife
Kamabai believes that her hus-
band lost his way and inadver-
tently crossed over to the
Pakistan side of the border or
was abducted by Pakistani bor-
derguards.
Foraboutadecade, the fam-

ilyhadnonewsabouthimuntil

RafiqJat,anativeofanearbyvil-
lage returned home after being
released from Pakistan in
October, 2017, and informed
themthatheandIsmailwereto-
gether inaKarachiprison.
Ataulla, 33, the eldest of

Ismail’sninechildren,confirmed
that his father had reached
Amritsar.“At6pmonFriday,we
received a phone call onmy fa-
ther’s mobile number. He had
left his phonebackhomewhen
hewentmissingand Ihadbeen
using that number since.He re-

memberedthatnumberanddi-
alled it after reaching Amritsar.
Heiscominghomeafter13long
years,” Ataulla told The Indian
Expressoverphone fromAllaiya
VandhareaofNanaDinara.
“Hespoketome,mymother

Kamabai and my younger
brotherQayum.MyuncleYunus
anddeputy sarpanchof our vil-
lage,FazallaSama,arealreadyon
theirway toAmritsar to receive
him,”Ataulla said.
Citing documents he ac-

cessed under the Right to

Information(RTI)Act,JatinDesai,
former general secretary of the
IndianchapterofPakistan-India
People’s Forum for Peace and
Democracy (PIPFPD), said that
Ismail was awarded a five-year
jail term by a Pakistani court in
October 2011 on espionage
charge.Hisprisontermendedin
October, 2016 but the cattle
herder continued to languish in
a Pakistani detention centre for
more than four years as Indian
authoritiestooktimetoconfirm
hisnationality.

During a hearing in the
Kulbhushan Jadhav case on
January 2, India reportedly
brought it to the notice of the
IslamabadHighCourtthatIsmail
Sama continued to be detained
in Pakistan even after he had
servedhisprisonterm.TheHigh
Court,whilehearing thematter
againonJanuary14,hadordered
Ismail’s releaseon January22.
“Apparently Ismail was re-

leasedonThursday... Four years
is a very long timeafter onehas
served his jail term. Both the
countries shouldadoptamech-
anism bywhich citizens of the
othercountryarerepatriatedthe
verynextdayafterhisorher le-
galcustodyends,”DesaitoldThe
IndianExpress.
NoormamadSama,sarpanch

ofNanaDinara, said Fazalla and
Ismail’s stepbrother Yunus had
boardeda train fromGujaraton
Thursday for Amritsar after be-
inginfromedbyDesaithatIsmail
was likely to behandedover to
Indianauthorities at theWagah
border.
Fazalla Sama and Yunus

reached Ghaziabad by Friday
evening.
“WehavereachedGhaziabad

and are expecting to reach
Amritsar by train on Saturday
morning. I received a call from
IsmailonFridayeveninginform-
ingmethathewasat the Indian
Red Cross Society branch in
Amritsar,”Fazalla,whoalsoruns
Shri Manav Seva Panchham
Vistar Vikas Navjivan Trust, an
NGOworking for thewelfare of
peopleofwesternKutch, said.
Desaisaid,“Thecattle-herder

lives in a village on the border
andisjailedbyPakistanforwalk-
ing a few kilometres from his
home. It takes more than a
decade for him to be released
andmore than a2,000-kilome-
tre long journey to come back
home.” Desai has also been ad-
vocatingano-arrestpolicyatsea
in cases when fishermen inad-
vertently cross the maritime
boundary.
A spokesperson for the

Pakistan High Commission in
Delhiconfirmedthatonefisher-
manwasrepatriatedonFriday.

(Above) IsmailSama;
(left)His sonAtaullaand
wifeKamabainear their
homein2018.Express

Elephant dies after burning
tyre attack in TN, two held

Missing since2008, Kutch cattle herder
released fromPakistan jail, reachesAmritsar

Avideograbof theattackontheelephantnear theresort in
theNilgiris; (right) thetwowhohavesofarbeenarrested.

Old Bhopal tense as NGO gets
ownership of disputed land

GARGIVERMA
BILASPUR, JANUARY22

The ChhattisgarhWomen and
Child Development (WCD) de-
partment on Friday is learnt to
have recommended to the
Centre that the Ujjawala home
in Bilaspur, where several
women have alleged sexual
abusebythestaff,beshutdown.
The recommendation has

beenmade on the basis of a re-
portsubmittedbyofficialsof the
department on the situation at
the shelter, run by NGO
ShivmangalShikshanSamiti.
The Samiti’s president

JitendraMourya, who has been
chargedwith sexually abusing
women staying at the shelter
and arrested on Thursday, was
senttojudicialcustodyonFriday.
Accordingtosources,officials

of the stateWCD department
conducted a “sudden examina-
tion” at the Ujjawala home on
January 18, a day after three
women escaped from the shel-
ter homewith the help of the
familymembersofoneof them.
Thesewomen later went to

the police station and com-
plainedaboutsexualandphysi-
cal abuse at the shelter. The po-
licethenregisteredanFIRunder
bailable sections. After the
women’s statements were
recorded in frontof a civil judge
inthedistrictcourtonThursday,
thepoliceaddedsectionsofrape
and assault to the FIR and
nabbedMourya.
It is learnt that the report

submitted by theWCD depart-
mentdirectorandherteamsays

that women at the homewere
scaredandnotreadytospeak.Of
the sevenwomen at the home,
two are learnt to have told the
panel that theywere kept there
forcefullyafterpolicetookthem
there.
One of them, a 27-year-old

woman, is learnt tohavetold the
panel that shehad left herhome
to startworking and living inde-
pendently.Shesaid thatafter liv-
ingattheshelterhomeforaweek,
she tried to leave andher family
came to take her home, but the
staffdidnotlethermeetthem.
Outofthesevenwomen,one

each is fromAssam,Odishaand
UttarPradesh,andfourarefrom
Chhattisgarh.
The report, it is learnt, states

thatthewomenhaverevealedin
separate interviews that they
were not given enough food or
articles of daily use like soaps,
andmedicalsupplies.Theywere
“verballyabused,beatenandin-
timidated”, itnoted.
Thereportstatesthatthesu-

perintendent Aarti Verma and
presidentMouryausedindecent
language with the inmates.
Further,thestaffcouldn’texplain
the allegations or the visiting
hoursofMourya.
Thepanelthatexaminedthe

home has evacuated the home
outof safetyconcerns.
“Three of the womenwere

handedovertotheir familiesaf-
ter both sides accepted repatri-
ation.Theresthavebeenaccom-
modated in other centres for
women,”anofficial said.
So far, police have not ques-

tionedanyof thewomenstaffat
theUjjawalahome.

ABUSEATBILASPURSHELTER

State WCD dept
recommends closure
of Ujjawala home

KAMAALSAIYED
SURAT, JANUARY22

ITHADbeenmonths.Hemissed
his friends, teachers, thechatter
in the classroom, and playing
cricket. Online classeswere not
the same. “I could see on a tiny
mobilephonescreentheteacher
writing something on a black-
board. Icouldneitherreadwhat
theywrote nor hear what they
said,”hesays.
OnJanuary18,carryingawa-

ter bottle, chips, andhis bicycle,
the 14-year old Class 8 student
ranawayfromhishomeinSurat
to an uncle in Bhayander,
Mumbai, 280kmaway.
Heleftthephonebehind,and

anote:tellinghisparentshewas
sorry for the trouble but hewas
going “far away”; “Yeh online
classesmeinkuchchsamajhnahin
aata(Ican'tgetanythinginthese
onlineclasses)”.
OnThursday,hisparentsgot

him back. His school plans to
sendovertwoteachershomefor
counselling.
The principal of the school,

an English-medium, grant-in-
aidinstitution,saysthe14-year-
old is a good student but has

been irregular since the online
classes began fivemonths ago.
While he scored 74 per cent in
Class 7, he didn't appear in the
recent schoolexams.
The Rander police are not

planning any action, apart from
sendingoversomepersonnelto
talktotheteenager.“Wetrusthis
statement. He has not commit-
ted any crime. The boy has re-
turnedsafely,”saysaninspector.
Theteenager,whoaspires to

become a pilot, says he felt
“ghunglaman(suffocated)”since
theCovid lockdownbegan.
The family's one-bedroom

flatonthesixthfloorofanapart-
ment building in Adajan is bare
but for a divan, a television case
withnoTVinit,andafewchairs.
Once his parents, who are to-
bacco vendors, left forwork, he
would spend days alone in the
room, staring at the mobile
phone -- days which quickly
turned to months. He has no
siblings.
Almost the only time he

steppedoutwastohelphispar-
ents carry tobaccobagsup.
“I loveplayingcricket,butall

my friends stay far away,” he
says.
Meanwhile, he kept falling

behind in studies, with tuitions
also stoppedandnoone tohelp
himwithproblems.
The school principal says

they called his parents three
times for ameeting, concerned
about the “above average,well-
behaved” teenager skipping
classes.
“But they didn't come.

Knowing that the family is not
well-off financially, we had
waived his fees for sixmonths.
Wealsogavetheboybooks,”the
principal said.
The 14-year-old could only

thinkofoneescape,tohisgrand-
mother and uncle, who live in
Bhayander. His parents and he
also lived in Bhayander till six
yearsago,butmovedtoSurat in
the hope of a better life. He had
last met his uncle and grand-
mother before the pandemic
began.
Whenhe left for Bhayander,

on the bicycle gifted by his un-
cle,hethoughthewould“never
return”,hesays.
“WeusedtogotoMumbaiby

road onmy father'smotorbike,
so I was aware of the route and
that it was 280 km away," he
says,claimingtohavetakenlifts
withtruckdrivers,choosingonly

the elderly ones to be safe, and
riding his bicycle alternately, to
makeittoMumbai.Heclaimsto
havespentadifficult, coldnight
atthebackofatruck, tillaguard
lent him a blanket. He says he
thoughtof callinghisparents to
tell them hewas safe, but was
scaredtheywouldbeveryangry
or comewith the police. “I am
afraidof thepolice.”
Around10.30pmonJanuary

19, he knocked on his uncle's
door. “They were happy to see
me.I justateandslept.Myuncle
knowing I had left homewith-
out tellingmyparents calledup
my father to tell him where I
was.”
The Rander police was also

on his trail, having figured out
withthehelpofCCTVfootageof
the apartment that he had left
homeonhisbicycle.
OnJanuary20,hisparentsar-

rived in Bhayander to get him
back. Sittingwith him at home,
thefathersaystheywouldnever
naghimtostudyagain,or“leave
him alone at home”. “Wework
hardtoensurehehasacomfort-
able life, nowwewill work to
keephimhappy.”
ThisSunday,hewilldrivehis

son tohis friend'shouse toplay.

About a boy who ran away from home, a
lonely room and 5 months of online classes

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI, JANUARY22

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED)Fridaysearchedtheofficesof
VivaGroup run by the family of
VasaiMLAandleaderofBahujan
Vikas Aghadi, Hitendra Thakur,
andtwoconsultantstothegroup
inconnectionwith itsprobe into
the allegedRs 6,200 crore fraud
perpetratedbyHousingDevelop-
ment Infrastructure Limited
(HDIL)atPunjabandMaharashtra
Co-operative(PMC)Bank.
Thakurisasix-timeMLAand

his party currently has three
MLAs in the Maharashtra
Assembly, including Thakur’s
son Kshitij. The party has ex-
tended support to the Maha
VikasAghadigovernment.
Sources said searches were

conductedatfivelocations after
the agency allegedly found
transfers of about Rs 250 crore
fromHDILtoaclutchof compa-
niesassociatedwithVivaGroup.
These transfers, the ED has al-
leged, were done to siphon
money fromHDIL.
When contacted, Hitendra

Thakursaid,“Iamnotsurewhat
the ED is looking for. However,
all our transactions are through
chequeandwewillgiveourjus-
tification to theagency.”

Row over FIR
after vandalism
of toilet in
Saharanpur

4 held in Greater Noida over
medical student abduction

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,JANUARY22

A ROW has erupted between
transport officials in Saharanpur
districtandtheBajrangDal,with
the group accusing Saharanpur
Roadwaysofficialsoffalselyfram-
ing six of itsworkers in a case of
public toilet vandalismat the lo-
calbusdepotWednesday.
The transport department’s

officials on Friday claimed they
namedpeopleintheircomplaint
based on information provided
by local peoplewhowitnessed
the incident. Themiscreants al-
legedly raised objections as the
toiletwaslocatedclosetoatem-
ple,andclaimedreligioussenti-
mentsofHindushadbeenhurt.
The Saharanpur police have

arrested a person identified as
KawaljeetSingh.“Wehavesofar
identifiedfourpersonsandthey
have no association with any
Hinduoutfits. Inthevideo,there
are around 10-12 persons and
the process to identify others is
on,” said Saharanpur Circle
OfficerDurgaPrasadTewari.
The officer said a local court

sent Kawaljeet Singh to judicial
custodyonThursday,andadded
that theHindu outfits in the re-
gionhaddenied involvement in
the incident.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JANUARY22

IN A joint operation, Uttar
Pradesh Police’s Special Task
Force(STF)andGondapoliceon
Friday arrested four people, in-
cluding an Ayurvedic doctor, in
GreaterNoidaandrescueda19-
year-oldmedical student who
wasabducted lastweek.
AdditionalSuperintendentof

Police, STF, Raj Kumar Mishra
said, “While four people have
beenarrested,oneperson isab-
sconding.”
AresidentofBahraichdistrict,

GauravHaldar is a first-year stu-
dent of Bachelor of Ayurvedic
MedicineandSurgery(BAMS)at
a college inGonda and stayed in
hostel.Policesaidtheaccusedhad
demandedaransomofRs70lakh
fromhisfather,NikhilHaldar.
Those arrested have been

identifiedasDrAbhishekSingh,

his cousin Rohit Singh, Nitesh
KashyapandMohitSingh–all in
their twenties.
MainaccusedAbhishekhasa

BAMSdegree fromaBangalore
collegeandworksataDelhihos-
pital. Police are conducting raids
to traceAbhishek's colleagueDr
PreetiMehrawhowas also in-
volved in theabductionand is at
large. “Preeti started calling
Abhishek and talked to him for
nearlyfourdays.SheaskedGaurav
tomeetheroutsidehiscollege in
Gonda on January 18,” said
Inspector, STF, SaurabhVikram
Singh.“WhenGauravreachedthe
spot tomeet Preeti, the accused
draggedhim inside the car,” said
Singh.HewasthentakentoDelhi,
Singhadded.
On getting calls for ransom

Gaurav’sfather,NikhilHaldar,ap-
proachedthepolice.Theaccused
were arrested after police laid a
trapforthematKnowledgePark
inGreaterNoida.
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CASES:
1,06,25,428
TESTS: 19,01,48,024 | RECOVERIES: 1,02,83,708

ACTIVE CASES: 1,88,688
DEATHS: 1,53,032

JAN21
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS
14,545 163 18,002 8,00,242

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMCASES
CASES(JAN21) TOTAL

Kerala 6,334 8,70,530
Maharashtra 2,886 20,00,878
Chhattisgarh 674 9,34,252

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMDEATHS
DEATHS(JAN21) TOTAL

Maharashtra 53 51,848
Kerala 21 3,593
Punjab 15 5,535

DataasonJanuary21,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare, IndianCouncilofMedical
Researchandstategovernments.Oftenthenumbersreleasedeverydaycontaindatafrompreviousdays

aswell.Assuch,trendsbasedondailynumbersareonlyindicativeandnotdefinitive

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

NUMBER OF
VACCINATIONS
(JAN 22)

2,28,563
Total: 12,72,097

NUMBER OF ADVERSE
EVENTS AFTER
IMMUNIZATION

267
Total: 1,520
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MOUNT 50K
Markets touchrecordhighsonbackof greaterconfidenceover
economy.Optimismneedstobetemperedwithcaution

O
NTHURSDAY, THE BSE Sensex breached the historic 50,000mark for
the first time.While themarketshavesince thenbeenpulleddownby
profit booking, thenear90per cent rise in theSensex fromthedepths
observed inMarch last year has been nothing short of spectacular.
Moreover,thissurgehasnotbeenconcentratedinafewselectstocks,but

ismore broad-basedwith the BSEmid and small cap indices alsowitnessing a similar
surge. Foreign investors have also flocked in droves— between April 1 and January 21,
foreignportfolioinvestorsinvestedanetofRs2.41lakhcroreinIndianequities,thehigh-
estever inasingleyear.Retailparticipation toohasseenaspectacularpickup—around
10millionnewdemat accountswere opened in 2020. All this suggests that despite the
economygoingthrougharguablytheseverestrecessionindecades,marketparticipants
areoptimistic about futureprospects.
Thereareseveralpossibleexplanations for thesurge in themarkets. First, there is far

greater optimismover the state of the economy thanbeforewith leading economic in-
dicators suggesting that a strong recovery is underway. Add to that expectations of a
smoothrolloutof theCovidvaccineandasaconsequence,demandfirmingup,especially
forhigh-contactservices,thereisreasontobeoptimistic.Thisviewwasechoedbyecon-
omistsat theRBI intheir latestmonthlyoutlookonthestateof theeconomy,whonoted
that “the recovery is getting stronger in its traction and soon thewinter of our discon-
tentwillbemadeglorioussummer,”addingthat“barringthevisitationofanotherwave,
theworst is behindus”. Second, there areheightenedexpectations fromtheupcoming
UnionBudget. Considering that the governmenthas been rather conservative in its ap-
proachthisyear,thereareexpectationsthatthefinanceminister, inadditiontoannounc-
ing steps to aid the economic recovery,will loosen the fiscal taps, providing themuch-
neededfilliptotheeconomy.Andthird,favourableliquidityconditions,bothdomestically
andglobally, areplayingasignificant role inpushingupstockprices.
However,thereisreasontobecautious.Eventhoughmarketsareforward-looking,val-

uationsappear tobestretched. Themarket is currently tradingat aprice toearnings ra-
tio of 34 that is far in excess of its long termaverage.While earningswill get upgraded,
this expansion in the earningsmultiplewill at somepoint adjust to the reality that the
economy still has a considerable distance to travel to recover to pre-COVID levels. Even
accountingforthefasterrecovery,theeconomyislikelytorecoverto2019-20levels,only
byaroundtheendof 2021-22.

SLAUGHTERING SENSE
Delhicivicbodywants restaurants todisplayhowtheirmeat is

slaughtered. It isabadpolicywithsuspectmotives

A
POLICY CANbe criticised onmany counts— for being superfluous and
wasteful, impractical,callousorevenforbeingtheinstrumentofalarger,
divisive agenda. The SouthDelhiMunicipal Corporation (SDMC) order
makingitmandatoryforrestaurantsandeateriestodisplaywhetherthey
serve “halal” or “jhatka”meat and poultry has the rare distinction of

checkingalltheseboxes.Thefoodandbeverageindustryinthecapital isstill reelingfrom
the financial impact of the pandemic, and another unnecessary rulewill only add to its
burden.Accordingtomeattraders, it ispriceandqualitythatdeterminethekindofmeat
purchasedbyrestaurants,notthemethodofslaughter.Besides,asmultiplerestaurateurs
told thisnewspaper, customers rarely inquire—orcare—abouthowthemeat theycon-
sumeisslaughtered.SDMCofficialshavealsopointedoutthatenforcingthepolicyisnearly
impossible,sincethereisnowaytodistinguishbetweenhalalandjhatkaincookedmeat.
Giventheoppositiontoandfutilityof thepolicy,theonlyexplanationforitspromulga-

tionlies inthepoliticalendsitmeanstoserve.Alargechunk—about80percent,bysome
estimates—of themeat consumed inDelhi is “halal” because amajority of butchers be-
longtotheMuslimcommunity.Itisalsoavitalsectorbecauseoftheemploymentitgener-
ates.Moreover,inacountrystrugglingwithamalnutritionproblem,animalproteinsarean
essential part of the nutritionmatrix. The rationale for the order, according to BJP SDMC
leaderNarendra Chawla, is that itwill “benefit the Khatik community”,which uses the
“jhatka”method.Themotive, then,seemstobetocommunalisefoodandtopitpeoplein-
volvedintheanimaltradeagainsteachother.Bybrandingfoodservedaccordingtothere-
ligionof thosewhoprovideit, theBJP-controlledSDMCistryingtocommunalisefood.
All this is being done by amunicipal administration that is unable tomeet even the

basicobligationstoitsemployees.OnThursday,theDelhiHighCourt,whileorderingthe
stategovernmentandmunicipalcorporationtopaythebacklogofsalariesandpensions
to itsemployees, said that itwas“disgusted”by“absolutelynoconcernyouhaveshown
foryouremployees”. Perhaps, rather than focusingonwhatnotices restaurantsneed to
carryasapoliticalploy, theSDMCshould focusontheneedsof thecityand its staff.

Food Maths

JeanDrèze

Imbalances in India’s cerealeconomy
needmorethanashort-termfix

THEPARADOXOF“hungeramidstplenty”has
haunted India for a long time and showsno
signofgoingaway.Onthecontrary,itreached
anewplanein2020.Ontheonehand,theeco-
nomic recession precipitated by the COVID-
19crisisandnationallockdownexposedhuge
numbers of people to food insecurity.Many
householdsurveyspoint to reduced food in-
takeinbothquantitativeandqualitativeterms.
Thelatestsurvey,HungerWatch,suggeststhat
foodinsecuritycontinuedwellafterthelock-
down.Thegovernment is trying to createan
impression that the crisis is largely over, but
forinformal-sectorworkers,hardshipislikely
tocontinueforalongtime.
On the other hand, excess cereal stocks

(mainly rice andwheat) have reached un-
precedentedlevelsandareallsettogrowfur-
ther in 2021. Bloated stocks reflect a grow-
ing imbalance between procurement and
distribution. According to the official
FoodgrainsBulletin,cerealprocurementwas
around70milliontonnesin2017-18,80mil-
lion tonnes in 2018-19, and close to 90mil-
liontonnesin2019-20.Thisyear, itmaycross
100million tonnes.Meanwhile, cereal dis-
tribution under the public distribution sys-
tem (PDS) and other welfare schemes has
stagnated at around 60 million tonnes.
Procurementanddistributiondonotmatch
because they are driven by independent
forces—procurementbyminimumsupport
prices (MSPs), distribution by the norms of
theNational FoodSecurityAct (NFSA).
WhentheNFSAwasbeingdrafted10years

ago, cerealprocurementwasaround60mil-
liontonnes.ThePlanningCommissionandfi-
nanceministryargued that itwouldnotand
should not grow further, and insisted on 60
million tonnesasanupperboundfor thece-
realrequirementsoftheNFSA.Tenyearslater,
procurement has actually grown bymore
than50percent.
The imbalance between procurement

anddistributionwas temporarily hidden in
2020becauseadditionalPDSrationsof 5kg
per person per month were provided to
NFSA cardholders fromApril to November
underthePradhanMantriGaribKalyanAnna
Yojana (PMGKAY). This led to the release of
an extra 30million tonnes or so, compared

withnormal levels. After reachingapeakof
nearly100milliontonnesinJuly2020(more
than twice the buffer-stock norms), cereal
stocksstoppedgrowing.Butwiththerecent
discontinuationof PMGKAY, they are all set
togrowagain in2021.
Intheshort-term,thereisnosimpleway

of closing the gap between procurement
anddistribution other than expandingdis-
tribution.With farmers demanding higher
MSPsandbeingquiteassertiveaboutit,pro-
curementisunlikelytodeclinesoon(except
in years of bad harvest). Exports would re-
quiremassivesubsidies, sinceMSPstendto
behigherthanworldprices—almost50per
cent higher in the case of wheat today. So
wouldtheuseofexcessstocksascattlefeed.
Largesubsidiesforexportsorcattlefeed(not
to speak of ethanol) would be hard to jus-
tify. Open-market sales would defeat the
purposeofMSPs.
Thecaseforexpandingdistributionarises

notonlyfromthelackofsensiblealternatives
butalsofromtheneedtoconsolidatethefood
security net in this crisis situation. Ad hoc
measures, oftenprone to confusionandcor-
ruption,shouldgivewaytosustainedentitle-
ments.Therearemanypossibilitiesinthisre-
gard—expandingtheAntyodayaprogramme,
updating the population figures used to cal-
culateNFSAcoverage,raisingmonthlycereal
rations above themodest normof 5 kg per
person,anduniversalisingthePDSinruralar-
eas and urban slums, among others. Just to
amplifythelastoption,universalisingthePDS
in rural areas atNFSA rates (5 kgper person
permonth)wouldrequireanextraallocation
of about 15-20million tonnes per year —
barelyhalfofthecurrentgapbetweenannual
procurementanddistribution.
Another approachwould be to simply

raise state-wiseNFSA allocations by a fixed
percentage(say20percent),andletthestates
decide how to use the additional quotas
withinthePDSframework.Duringthelastfew
months,manystateshavetriedtoexpandthe
coverageof thePDSasareliefmeasure,butit
ishardforthem—especiallythepoorerstates
—todoitwithoutcentralassistance.
Aside from amajor gap between cereal

procurementanddistribution, there isalsoa

loomingimbalancebetweenproductionand
consumption. Cereal production has been
wellabove250milliontonnesforfiveyearsin
arow,andislikelytocross280milliontonnes
this year. According to the second India
HumanDevelopmentSurvey,averagecereal
consumptionwasalittlebelow12kgperper-
son permonth 2011-12. Using this bench-
mark,aggregatecerealconsumptionis likely
to be around 200million tonnes today, in a
normal year. Sustained poverty reduction
wouldperhapsraiseitalittlebeyondthat,but
notmuch. Cereals have other uses thanhu-
manconsumption,butitisnotclearhowwell
thesurpluscanbeused.
This imbalance reflects the excessive fo-

cus of subsidised procurement on rice and
wheat.Perhaps theall-outpromotionof rice
andwheat served a purpose at one time,
when India facedapossibledangerof cereal
shortage. Today, it makes little sense.
Diversification of agriculture, especially to-
wardsnutritiouscropssuchasmillets,pulses,
oilseedsandvegetables,isimportantnotonly
forbetternutritionbutalsotopromoteequity
and sustainability. This requiresmore bal-
anced subsidies— for instance, higherMSPs
for pulses, combinedwithmore active pro-
curement and the inclusion of pulses in the
PDS.Thefeasibilityof includingpulses inthe
PDSwasamplydemonstratedin2020under
thePMGKAY—this couldworkwonders for
farmers, poor people, and the environment.
Diversification also calls for other forms of
public support (such asmarketing arrange-
ments,creditfacilities,scientificadvice,effec-
tive insurance), especially for small farmers
anddeprivedregions.
Sooner or later, the double imbalance in

India’s cereal economy (between procure-
mentanddistributionaswellasbetweenpro-
duction and consumption)will needmore
thanashort-termfix.Meanwhile,theneedof
thehour is to expanddistributionunder the
PDS. Failing that, the country is heading to-
wardsanotherroundofwasteful stockaccu-
mulationevenaspoorpeoplestruggletofeed
their families.

Theauthor isVisitingProfessoratthe
DepartmentofEconomics,RanchiUniversity

This imbalance reflects the
excessive focus of subsidised
procurement on rice and
wheat. Perhaps the all-out
promotion of rice and wheat
served a purpose at one time,
when India faced a possible
danger of cereal shortage.
Today, it makes little sense.
Diversification of
agriculture, especially
towards nutritious crops
such as millets, pulses,
oilseeds and vegetables, is
important not only for better
nutrition but also to
promote equity and
sustainability. This requires
more balanced subsidies —
for instance, higher MSPs
for pulses, combined with
more active procurement
and the inclusion of pulses
in the PDS.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA

B E C A U S E T H E T R U T H I N V O L V E S U S A L L

§ §

THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY, JANUARY23,2021

WORDLYWISE
Democracy is not a spectator sport.

— BERNIE SANDERSTHEEDITORIALPAGE

Subimal Bhattacharjee

THE WHATSAPP FIX
Adataprotection lawwouldhavemade itsprivacyupdate illegal

INNOVEMBER2014,WhatsAppadoptedthe
Signalprotocolforend-to-endencryptionaf-
ter itsacquisitionbyFacebook inFebruary in
the sameyear. Since then, it hasgrowntobe
themostpopularappforIPmessagingandte-
lephonywithalmosttwobillionusersworld-
wide, of which 400million are in India, the
largest in any country.WhatsApp’s unique
blendof text,audioandvoicemessagingand
callingplatformwiththeend-to-endencryp-
tionhasallowedthecompanytomaintainits
poleposition,despitehiccupslikethePegasus
malwareepisode.
It is, therefore, surprising that a platform

thathasmadeavirtueoutof protectinguser
privacy is tryingto force itsupdatedtermsof
service(ToS)andprivacypolicyonusers.The
policy seeks consent fromusers to allowthe
platform to share their datawith Facebook
and its companies, which means that
WhatsAppwouldsharetransactiondata,mo-
biledeviceinformation,IPaddressesandother
metadata on howusers interactwith busi-
nessesonWhatsApp.Suchsharingwouldbe
donewith theuserbeingnotifiedbefore the
startofachatifthebusinessusesFacebookto
store and analyse data and the userwould
havetheoptionofblockingthebusiness.
However,eventhiswoulddefytheprinci-

ple of purpose limitation that has been the
yardstickof addressingprivacyconcernsata
global level. It isafactthatFacebookdoesnot
have a stellar record of data protection of its
users, as theCambridgeAnalyticadata scam

during the 2016 US elections and Brexit is
proof.In2018,therewerereportsofFacebook
entering into data-sharing dealswith other
techfirmslikeApple,AmazonandSpotify.
WhatsApprespondedtowidespreadcon-

cernby, first, trying toclarify that theupdate
didnot change anything as far as theprivate
chats between individuals and groupswere
concernedandthatthedatawouldbeshared
only for business interactions. It then issued
largemediaadsandfinallyproposedtodefer
the implementation by about threemonths
toMay15,2021.Butthesestepsdidn’tstopthe
exodusofmanyuserstoalternateonlinemes-
sagingservices likeSignalandTelegram.
The Indian government has also sent a

strongnote,seekingthecompany’sresponse
to14queriesrelatedtotheirpracticesinIndia
and asking the platform towithdraw those
proposed changes. This notehas sent a clear
message toWhatsApp to not subject Indian
userstogreaterinformationsecurityrisksand
vulnerabilitieswiththeconsolidationofdata
fromWhatsAppandFacebook. In2019,dur-
ingtherevelationsofthePegasushackingthe
ITministerhadtakenasimilar stand, forcing
WhatsApptocommittoafewdeliverables.In
themostrecentnote,thegovernmentreferred
to the principle of purpose limitation provi-
sions in the Personal Data Protection Bill
(PDPB) thatwas introduced inParliament in
December 2019 and is currently being dis-
cussedbya joint select committee. Itwill be
pertinent tomention that had the bill been

passedbynow,WhatsApp’smovewouldhave
beenillegal.Provisionsinthebillrequiredthat
every data intermediary has to take explicit
permission fromtheuserwhosedatawould
beharvested.Eventhemethodofdataclassi-
fication intosensitivepersonaldataandcrit-
icaldatahasbeendefinedandtheirprocess-
ingpossibilitiesmentionedinthebill.
Clearly, the government has tomake the

PDPB into lawsooner than later so that such
restrictivepractices canneverbe introduced
inthefirstplace.Afterall,WhatsAppdidmake
an exception for its users in the European
Union.Atthesametime,fortheCompetition
CommissionofIndia,thisisaclassiccaseofan
organisation using its near monopolistic
power in themarket topush through some-
thingthat isnot intheconsumerinterest.
The fact remains that tech giants need

more legal and regulatorywatch, given the
digitalproliferation in thecountry.AsDigital
Indiaexpandsandbringsinmoreusersfrom
thecurrentbaseof70crore,andmoretaketo
socialmedia for communications and busi-
ness, theymust be ensured a safer digital
space, given thatmostwouldn’t be aware of
thereachofthedatabeinggenerated.Fornow,
WhatsApphas to roll back the TOS and pri-
vacypolicyandthinkofmethodstoallowopt-
inandopt-outchoicessothatforcedconsent
isnevermadetheorderof theday.

Thewriter isamemberoftheeditorialboard
ofthecyber journalofChathamHouse

In the most recent note, the
government referred to the
principle of purpose
limitation provisions in the
Personal Data Protection Bill
(PDPB) that was introduced
in Parliament in December
2019 and is currently being
discussed by a joint select
committee. It will be
pertinent to mention that
had the bill been passed by
now, WhatsApp’s move
would have been illegal.
Provisions in the bill
required that every data
intermediary has to take
explicit permission from
the user whose data would
be harvested.

BOND CONTROVERSY
The Planning Commission was not con-
sultedonthebondsmeanttomopupblack
moneytothetuneofRs25,000crore inthe
country. One of themembers of the com-
mission feels that not enough homework
wasdonebeforedecidingonthebondsasa
measure to clean up black money. In the
earlier schemes — for example, the 1976
voluntary disclosures — the Planning
Commission was involved. This time they
cametoknowabout thebonds fromnews-
papers. Inquires made by the Finance
Ministry reveal that even those officials
who deal with the subject were not taken
into confidence. The proposal seems to be
the brainchild of one official, who, accord-

ing to his colleagues, “sold a pup to the
PrimeMinister”. Whether due to secrecy
concerns,orsomeotherreasons, therewere
very littlediscussionsevenwithinthegov-
ernment before the ordinance on bonds
were issued.

AKALIS SCORE A POINT
Opposition parties forced the Punjab gov-
ernment to abandon the approved pro-
grammefortheStateAssemblyandmadeit
agreetoare-convenethebusinessadvisory
committeeforafreshlookatthebusinessto
be transacted during the Budget Session.
Thegovernmentdecisioncameaftermem-
bers of the Akali Dal (Talwandi) sat in a
protest dharna inside the House for more

than an hour, demanding an immediate
meetingof theBACduring the first session
of the assembly.

PM’S MESSAGE
ADMITTING THAT THE country was pass-
ing through a grave economic crisis due to
the rise in prices of essential commodities
and inflationary trends, Prime Minister
IndiraGandhi calledon thepeople tounit-
edly fight the test which the nation was
passingthrough.Shesaidthattheyouthde-
servedmoreopportunities innationbuild-
ingandasked themtocomeoutof thegrip
of anarchist forces who posed a threat by
constantly disrupting the country’s law
andorder.

JANUARY 23, 1981, FORTYYEARSAGO

THE SANDERS STYLE
It’sonlyapt thatBernieSandersbreaks the internetas Joe

Bidentakesoveras46thpresidentofUS

B
ERNIE SANDERS IS everywhere, even if he is not in theWhiteHouse. The
seasoned Democrat launched a million memes by turning up at US
PresidentJoeBiden’s inaugurationinanensemblethathasbeenvariously
described as “grumpy chic” and “going to the post office” look. Amid the
strikingvisualsofVice-PresidentKamalaHarris’spurplepowersuit, Lady

Gaga’soperaticgownandMichelleObama’sstrikinglyconfidenthead-to-toeplumattire,
inwalkedSandersinanunfussydun-colouredcoatpulleduptohisears,carryingamanila
envelopeandwearing thickmittensmadeof up-cycled sweaters—apictureofmatter-
of-fact,we-have-got-work-to-doordinariness.
Itmightbereliefattheendofthetenureofapopulistpost-factpresident,whopushed

the famedAmericandemocracy to theedgeof acoup, at the returnof thehumdrumaf-
ter thedisruptive reignofDolandTrump,but theUS interwebzwent tipsywithamuse-
ment.Thephotographof amaskedSanders, seated inachairat the inauguration,unim-
pressedbythepompallaround,hasbeengraftedontomillionsof images, fromEdward
Hopper paintings to Lord of the Rings scenes and NewYork street corners. It’s apt, of
course, that American voters have not forgotten Sanders in thismoment of transition.
TheVermont Senator eventuallybowedoutof the race tobecome theDemocratic con-
tender for thepresidential race,becausehisagendawasseen, inthefinalanalysis,as too
radical and left-wing for the compromises needed to oil the wheels of democracy.
Nevertheless, his critique of American politics and corporate capture of capitalism, his
advocacyofaffordablehealthcare,increasingtheminimumwage,amongotherthingshas
pushedtheDemocraticagendatowardsacoursecorrection, towardsconnectingwitha
working-class that remainssuspiciousof theelite captureof democratic institutions.
Sanderswassurprisedbyhisbreakingtheinternet.“InVermontwedresswarm...and

we’renotsoconcernedaboutgoodfashion,”hesaid.Forpoliticiansacrosstheworldreel-
ing from the rise of autocratic populism, though, Sanders is a reminder that good old-
fashionedprogressivepoliticswillnevergooutof fashion.
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“China can be a partner with the US in fighting COVID-19, resolving climate
problems and promoting growth. Compared with confrontational policies, the
China-US cooperation is obviously more conducive to realising Washington's
new ambitions.” —GLOBALTIMES,CHINATHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The home is where the
majority of Indian women
perform work that sustains
households and enables men
(and privileged women) to
take up productive paid jobs
in the economy. Even for
those women who take up
work outside the home,
domestic responsibilities
shape their choice of work
and professional progress.
The drag on Indian women’s
labour force participation
(one of the lowest in the
world) is not only a function
of low education and social
status, but also, to a
significant extent, of culture
— the basket of values that,
by tying women’s identity
tightly to the supervision of
children and home, nudges
them out of the workforce.

The listening deficit
ThefundamentalreformIndia—and
theworld—needsistheprocessof
listeningtootherperspectives

“THEDEMOCRATICPROCESS cannot be al-
lowed to be subverted through unlawful
protests,” PrimeNarendraMinisterModi
tweeted,commentingonthestormingofthe
US Capitol byDonald Trump’s supporters.
Meanwhile, thousands of farmers are
camped in bitterly coldweather around
India’s capital. They are peacefully protest-
ing amendments to farm laws the govern-
ment has rammed throughwithout a dis-
cussioninthecountry’selectedParliament.
Theythreatentocarryoutapeacefultractor
marchinDelhionthenation’sRepublicDay
if their demandsarenot concededby then.
These protests in theworld’s two largest
democraciesraisequestionsaboutthehealth
of theglobaldemocraticenterprise.
What is a “lawful” protest?Whodeter-

mineswhetherthepurposeoftheprotestis
lawful? Andwhichmethods of protest are
lawful?Ifsuchquestionsshouldbediscussed
withinademocratically-electedParliament
(or Congress), and if elected institutions do
notfunction,shouldthepeoplenotprotest?
Theymustprotest,albeitnon-violently, ina
manner thatwillmake their protest heard
astheIndianfarmersare,andtheprotestors
inShaheenBaghwere.
Expertsadvisingthegovernmentarepre-

paredfordiscussionswiththefarmerspro-
videdthediscussionsare“evidence-based”,
theysay.Whichraisesmorequestions.What
isevidencerequiredfor?Whatisacceptable
asevidence?Theexpertshavetheirownsci-
entificmodelsaboutwhatisimportant.The
farmershavetheirexperienceofwhatmat-
ters.Expertswantmoreharddata.Whereas
farmers’mistrustofthegovernment’sinten-
tionsisbasedontheirexperience,including
the way in which the reforms are being
rammedon them. That’s not howdemoc-
racyissupposedtowork, theyprotest.
Liberals everywhere are feeling threat-

enedbytheriseofautocraticleaders.Elected
leadersmaysaytheyworkforthepeopleand
listentothem.However,theexpertswhoad-
visethemplugpeopleasnumbersintotheir
scientificmodels, even looking down on
themasuneducatedmasses.Whenleaders
rely tooheavilyonexpert advisers for solu-
tions, trust in elected leaders breaks down.
Trumproseuponaglobalwaveof citizens’
mistrust inthewaydemocratic institutions
arefunctioning.Trumpmayhavefallen,but
thewaveofilliberalismhasnotpassed.Ithas
risenduetothefailure,sofar,oftwoprojects
tomeet citizens’ expectations of improve-
mentsinthehumancondition—theproject
ofelectoraldemocracy,andtheprojectofsci-
entificrationality.
TheIndiangovernmentisbeingurgedby

economistsandindustrialiststoimplement
economic reforms firmly. The peoplewho
are the intendedbeneficiaries are not con-
vinced, as the farmers’ are saying. Even ex-
pertsdisagreeamongstthemselveswhether
thereformsaretherightones. Indianecon-

omistshavebeenverycriticalinrecentyears
oftheSupremeCourt’s“interference”inthe
economy,with its decisions in taxmatters,
etc. Itdoesnothavethenecessaryexpertise
foreconomicpolicies,theysay.Caughtinthe
impasseofagriculturereforms,thegovern-
mentnowseemsinclinedtolettheSupreme
Courtdecidewhatshouldbedone.Isthisnot
an admission that thegovernment and the
economistswhoadviseitdonothavetheex-
pertiserequiredfordemocraticgovernance?
The expansion of the idea of human

rights is themother force of democracy.
Democracy is deepened by the realisation
thatthosewhorulealwayshavemorepower
than those they ruleover. Thenobility over
peasants;white people over colouredpeo-
ple;uppercastesoverlowercastes;employ-
ersoverworkers;menoverwomen.Thead-
vanceofill-regulatedcapitalacrosstheworld
inrecentyears,topromotetheeaseofdoing
businessratherthaneaseofliving,hasgiven
thosewithmorewealth greater power to
frame rules than citizens who have no
wealth.Democracymustcorrectthis.
Thefault-linesindemocracyare:Ill-reg-

ulated capitalist markets are corroding
democracy;expertsaremisinformedabout
realities;globalelites,whoareconnectedin
a global community transcendingnational
borders, are disconnected from common
people.Theythink“global”andbelievethat
thinking “national and local” is goingback-
wards whereas people within countries
everywhere, especially those left behind in
the global race,want their governments to
lookinwardstotheirneedsfirst.
TheEdelmanTrustBarometer,anannual

globalsurveyofcitizens’trustininstitutions
reported, in2020, that:“Agrowingsenseof
inequity is undermining trust in all institu-
tions— government, business, themedia,
evenNGOs.” Government, themedia, and
NGOsaresupposedtoservethepeople.Even
businesses realise theymust be trusted by
thepeople for their licensetooperate.They
should not have to turn to the government
toconvincecitizensthatbigcorporationsare
goodforthepeople.Becausethenthepeople
willbelievethatthegovernmentandcorpo-
rationsare incahoots toservecorporate in-
terests, and theywill lose faith in theirown
government.
Trustisdecreasingbecausenooneislis-

tening toothers. Thegovernment isnot lis-
tening to the people, neither are experts.
Expertsintheirspecialisedsilosarenoteven
listeningtoexpertsinothersilos.Socialme-
diaisforcingpeoplefurtherintogatedcom-
munitiesof“peoplelikeus”whoareunable,
and unwilling, to listen to “people not like
us”. Democratic governance is breaking
downbecause noone iswilling to listen to
peopletheydon’tunderstandoragreewith.
The fundamental reform India needs

(andtheworldtoo)isa“notech”one.Itisthe
process of listening to peoplewho do not
seemtothinklikewedo.Bylisteningtoother
perspectives,wewill comprehend the sys-
tem of whichwe are all small parts; and
economistswill improve their science too.
Moreover, by listening better to each other
we can trust each other, and thenwe can
work together, democratically, tomake the
worldbetter foreveryone.

Maira,a formermember,Planning
Commission, is theauthorofListeningfor

Well-Being:Conversations
withPeopleNotLikeUs

THEKITCHEN ISAplaceof nourishment and
skill—butalsooftheexhausted,unvoicedrage
of Indianwomen. That anger simmers in the
just-releasedMalayalamfilm,TheGreatIndian
Kitchen. But before it boils over, the camera
lingersonthehandsofwomenatwork:Slicing
carrots,peelingtapioca,washingcups,scrub-
bing dishes, grinding coconut into a chutney
onastoneslab,sweeping,mopping,washing.
Breakfast follows lunch follows dinner. The
menreadthenewspaperorstretchintoayoga-
asana, call out for tea (withmilk forhim, and
without for someone else). They ask for the
toothbrush to behandedover andknowhot
dosaswill findtheplate,unasked.Sceneafter
scene looks at the never-quite-finished
women’slabourathome—aswellastheeasy,
politeentitlementwithwhichmenreceivethe
fruitsofthatwork,notevenahaldistainonthe
assumptionthatthis ishowitshouldbe.
Thisunsettlinglookatdomesticdrudgery

—both in Jeo Baby’s TheGreat Indian Kitchen
and the Bengali film Tasher Ghawr, about a
housewifetrappedwithherabusivehusband
inlockdown—israreincontemporarypopu-
larculture. Indeed,tomanyofus, foodisdaily
pleasure and aestheticism, a link to cultures
andhistoriesthatmakeus.Butlikethesaltthat
disappearsintoasambharoradaldoneright,
the arduous labour ofwomen in the kitchen
andhome (and their lack of choice in opting
outofit)isanessential—andignored—ingre-
dient of Indian lives. Here are the facts: The
NSSOtime-usesurvey2019ofnearly4.5lakh
Indiansrevealsthatwomenspendnearlyfive
hours every day on unpaid domesticwork,
compared to98minutesbymen. Less than6
per cent of Indianmenare involved in cook-
ing,comparedto75percentwomen.
Thehomeiswherethemajorityof Indian

women performwork that sustains house-
holds and enables men (and privileged
women)totakeupproductivepaidjobsinthe
economy.Evenforthosewomenwhotakeup
workoutsidethehome,domesticresponsibil-
ities shape their choice of work and profes-
sional progress. Thedragon Indianwomen’s
labour force participation (one of the lowest
in theworld) isnotonlya functionof lowed-
ucationandsocialstatus,butalso, toasignifi-
cant extent, of culture— thebasket of values
that, by tyingwomen’s identity tightly to the
supervision of children and home, nudges
themoutoftheworkforce.“Whydoyouwant
totakeupajob,whentheworkyoudoathome
ismoreimportantthanthatofministers?”says
thefather-in-lawtothenewly-weddaughter-
in-law in The Great Indian Kitchen. Like
Schrodinger’s cat, the domestic work per-
formedbywivesanddaughtersisbothprice-
less,andof littlevalue.
Nomatterthestridesineducationandso-

cialpractices, in thepoliticalandculturaldis-
courseaboutwomen,marriageandhomeare
still seen,unquestioningly,astherightfuland
naturalcontextforwomen’slives.Somuchso
that economist SwaminathanAiyar canpre-
scribework-from-home(WFH)asafixtothe

problemof too fewwomen in theworkforce
because a) “they do not have to leave home
andfacemolestationorbadnaami”andb)be-
cause it canmake it feasible for them to do
“bothofficeandfamilychores”.TheSupreme
CourtChief Justice finds itpossible tosuggest
thatwomenfarmersfromPunjabgiveuptheir
spaceindemocraticprotestsandreturnhome,
ratherthanbargainfortheireconomicrights.
Itisthesamedaddycomplexthatleadstoanti-
conversion lawsmeant to “rescue” Hindu
womeninUttarPradeshandMadhyaPradesh
fromtheexercise of their ownwill—and re-
turnthemtotheir families, theirhomes.
Forabriefwhilelastyear,themiddle-class

lockdownhome—bybecomingasimultane-
ousspaceforsalariedworkandunpaidhouse-
work—made it impossible to ignore the toil
that sustained ahouse. In the absence of do-
mestic help, schools and childcare, women
werestretchedthin—butmen,too,didmore
at home. A study by economist Ashwani
Deshpande found that the gender gap indo-
mesticworkshrunkduringthelockdown,but
widened again byAugust, whenmanymen
returnedtoemployment.
AroundApril, Ihadsteppedintofull-time

kitchenwork for the first time inmylife, ears
ringingwith themocking prophecy of aunts
(“In theend,nowomanescapes thepressure
cooker”). Allmy life I had determined that I
wouldnotturnintomymother,animmensely
capable womanwhose talent and energy
oughtnot tohavebeencircumscribedby the
dazzlingmeals shecooked, and theexacting,
punishing standards of domestic work by
whichsheranherlife.But,here,Iwas.Working
withmymother in the kitchen, I learntwith
myhandswhatIknewintheory—thatthisis
workthatdemandsskill,creativityandorgan-
isation; that likeallphysical labour, it rewires
andrestorestherhythmofthebody;thatital-
lows the sharing of pleasures thatmakes us
human.Why,then,domennotfeeltheneedto
acquirethis lifestill?
Could a salary forhouseworkpaidby the

state,asMakkalNeedhiMaiam(MNM)leader
Kamal Haasan has promised Tamil Nadu
womenvoters, be away to value thiswork?
While a refreshing acknowledgement of the

labourthatsubsidisestheeconomicactivities
ofsociety,theproposalleavesthefundamen-
talhierarchyof thepatriarchalhomeunchal-
lenged—thatawoman’splaceisinthehome
—andabsolves itof change.Asalaryalsopre-
supposes a worker’s ability to bargain for
higherwages, and exit herworkplace. Can
these negotiations take place in the home,
whichplacesmen’sneedsandpleasuresatthe
centreofitsworkflow?Moreimportantly,how
canwomendetermine a fair price,when the
labour that sustains homes is so consistently
devalued? These are important questions,
given that the economic shock of the pan-
demic is bound to pushmorewomenout of
theworkforce— and into unpaid domestic
service. According to Centre forMonitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE) data,whilemen re-
coveredmost of their lost jobs byNovember
2020,womendidn’t—49percentofjoblosses
wereofwomen.
Afalsehierarchyofgenderandcasteprac-

ticeshas,indeed,devaluedtheessentialwork
thatsustainsus—whethercleaningorcook-
ingorthecareof infantsandelderly. Itallows
caste-privilegedwomen andnearly allmen
to pass on this work to those from “lower
castes” and the impoverished — for low
wages. This fundamental inequality robs
women of self-worth, but also stuntsmen
intopre-fabricatedsocialroles. Itradiatesout
of thehomeintothepublicsphere. It shapes
workplaces that reward24x7maleworkers
whocanaffordtoignorethedemandsof the
home;easesoutwomenwhoshoulderpre-
cisely that burden or confines them in sup-
portive, secondary roles. It leads to abysmal
wages paid to domesticworkers. Carework
performedbywomen,largelyfromthelower
castes, remainsdevaluedeveninthemiddle
ofapandemic,asisevidentinthestruggleof
ASHA workers. Even professions such as
teaching, that tendtoemploymorewomen,
remain low-paying.
Dismantling these hierarchies – and ex-

pandingtheimaginationofwomenascitizens
independent of thehome—mightmake the
familyanourishingplace,notonlyformen.

amrita.dutta@expressindia.com

HASTE, WASTE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Laws on
pause'(IE,January22).Thefailureofthe
government to implement thewell-in-
tended andpro-farmer but hastily-en-
acted farm laws shouldmake it realise
thatlawsenactedwithouttheparticipa-
tionofthestakeholdersarecounterpro-
ductive. Its reluctance toput inpractice
the labour codes and Citizenship
AmendmentActandthewillingness to
defer the farmlawsshould teach it that
a delayed but doable decision is better
thanagoodbutundoabledecision.

YGChouksey,Pune

A CONTRADICTION
THIS REFERS TO the report, 'PM to dis-
tributeover1lakhlandpaperstoindige-
nous people in poll-boundAssam' (IE,
January22). CMSarbanandaSonowal's
announcementthatlandlessindigenous
peoplewill beallotted landmeans that
thegovernmenthas recognised theex-
istence of indigenous people inAssam.
ThisisatoddswiththeCentre'snegation
in the UNDeclaration thatwithin the
country, the Indian state provides no
such recognition to any communities,
exceptasScheduledTribes.

LRMurmu,Delhi

GOOD START
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Biden's
burden' (IE, January 22). The USmay
neverhavebeenasseverelydividedasit
istoday.WithDonaldTrumphavingse-

curedmorethan70millionvotesdespite
beingonthe losingsideandthekindof
violencewehaveseeninWashingtonre-
cently,theballwouldbeinPresidentJoe
Biden's court to bridge this ever-deep-
ening divide. He seems to have started
on a positive note by passing a slewof
executiveordersonhisfirstdayinoffice.

BalGovind,Noida

NAME GAME
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial,'Slayingthe
dragon' (IE, January 22). Changing the
nameofafruitjustbecauseithintsat(in-
correct) Chinese origins is illogical. If
India wants to become a great Asian
country,name-changing isnot theway
togoabout it.

BaradKrishnapalsinh,Ahmedabad

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

INDIANAGRICULTUREGREWatabout1per
cent per annum in the 50 years before
Independence. It has grownat about 2.6 per
centperannuminthepost-Independenceera
to become theworld’s second-largest food
producer.This transformationhasbeenpos-
sible through increasing the area under cul-
tivationandadoptionofmodernproduction
technologies. Though agriculture is India’s
mainoccupation,itscontributiontoGDPhov-
ersaround17percentbecausefarmproduc-
tivity has almost stagnated. Feeding the
world’s second-most populated country re-
mainsaprimeresponsibilityandthegovern-
ment has to findways to retain farmers’ in-
terest inagriculture.
Compared to theworldaverageof 11per

cent, around51per cent of India’s area is al-
readyundercultivation,withrainfeddrylands
constituting65percentofthenetsownarea.
There isnofurtherscopeto increasethearea
undercultivationandagricultureresearchfa-
tigue has strangled crop productivity.
According to the last agricultural census, of
14.57croreagriculturalholdingsinthecoun-
try,12.56crore(86.21percent)aresmalland
marginalholdings(lessthan2hectares)rep-
resenting 47 per cent of the total operated
agricultural area.With an average of at least
fourmembers per family, agriculture is the
sourceof livelihoodforthishalfabillionpeo-
ple, generating an approximatemonthly in-
comeofRs6,000—Rs50perpersonperday.
It is this segmentof the farmingcommunity
whose income fromagriculture needs to be

enhancedtostoptheirmigrationtothenon-
agriculturesector.
World over, it is the farmerwho decides

themarketpriceof hisproduce, but in India,
it is decided by intermediaries. During har-
vest,agriculturalproductioncentresseeaglut
of produce at throwaway prices whereas
shortages and high prices rule the roost at
consumption centres. About 16 per cent of
fruits and vegetables and 10 per cent of
oilseeds, pulses and cereals perish before
reaching the consumer’s table, while the
Global Hunger Index (GHI) of International
Food Policy Research Institute ranked India
100th out of 118 countries in 2018. The 15th
Finance Commission observed that power
subsidies imperil our already-stretched
groundwaterresources.India’selectricitycon-
sumptioninagricultureisfargreaterthanany
comparable country and withdrawal of
groundwater ismore than China’s and the
US’sput together.
Overtheyears,influencedbygovernment

interventions likeMSP, seed, fertiliser subsi-
dies, our agriculture production systemhas
beenprimarily rice-wheat centric. These in-
terventionswere once essential for food se-
curity.Onceachieved,theyshouldhavebeen
tweaked toenforce reformstobringagricul-
tureintunewithmarketdemands,incentivise
cropdiversification,andcreateinfrastructure
to modernise agriculture. The economic
boomof the last25years isdue to theopen-
ing up of the economy that began under
PrimeMinisterPVNarasimhaRao.Thisisex-

actlywhat is required intheagriculturalsec-
tor. The three farm laws reforming the agri-
culturesectoraremuch-needed.
Processing is the mantra to generate

higher income from agri-produce and calls
for private investment. However, private in-
vestment entails profit-making and for this
tohappen,theinvestorneedstohaveasayin
thesaleoftheagricultureproduce.Thisispos-
siblewhentheinvestorhasalegalagreement
or“contract”withthefarmer-producerguar-
anteeing sale of produce at pre-determined
quality, quantity and price. This iswhat the
Farmers (Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement On Price Assurance and Farm
ServicesAct,2020providesfor.TheActenvis-
ages the investor to provide farm services in
theformoftechnologyinfusionforachieving
thedesiredproduction,protectionagainstac-
quisitionoffarmer’slandanddisputeredres-
salmechanism. The apprehension that this
Actwouldleadtotheexploitationof farmers
isunfounded.
Not receiving the right price is themain

reason for farmers’ dissatisfaction. The
Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 now
gives liberty to the farmer-producers to sell
theirproduce toany traderor throughmod-
ernelectronicplatformstoanyplaceataprice
decided by him. The Act also defineswho is
the trader of agricultural commodities, sets
the time limit for payments and includes a
dispute redressal system. This Act liberates
thesectorfromtheAPMCAct,whichprovided

anopportunity for themiddlemantodictate
pricesandpocketa lion’sshareofprofits.
Creationofstorehousesetc.makesitpos-

sible inter alia to store perishable agri-pro-
duceandmakethemavailableduringtheoff-
seasonwhen prices are high andmaintain
year-round supply of agri-rawmaterials for
processing factories. Keeping these require-
ments inmind, the Essential Commodities
(Amendment)Act,2020waspassedtoregu-
late the supplyof certain foodstuffs onlyun-
derextraordinarycircumstances.Toprevent
the blackmarketers from taking the advan-
tage of thiswell-intended law, a rider could
havebeenaddedsettinglimitsonthestorage
ofdirectly-consumableproducts.
ThethreeFarmActsintendedtobreakthe

logjam in the agriculture sector. How they
hamper farmers’ interest has not been ex-
plained by any of the agitating farmers’ or-
ganisations or their political sympathisers.
Theargumentthattheselawswouldresultin
lossofstaterevenueisabsurdasthestatecan-
not earn revenuebykeeping farmers inper-
petualpoverty.
If the farm laws are to be repealed, it

would sound a death knell for the efforts to
improve the agriculture sector, for no politi-
calpartyingovernmentwouldeverdarecarry
outagriculturalreformsagain,muchlikehow
thefamilyplanningprogrammehasbeenfor-
gotten inthecountry.

Thewriter is formeragriculturesecretary,
governmentofWestBengal

Farmlawsareonlywaytopushagricultureoutoflow-incometrap

Rollback is not the answer
Atanu Purkayastha
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Afalsehierarchyof genderandcastepracticeshasdevalueddomestic
andcarework.Thepandemichasonlysharpenedthis inequality

Home, alone
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THE RESULTS of a new
studysuggestthattheim-
mune systems of people
infected with Covid-19
may rely on antibodies
createdduring infections
fromearliercoronaviruses
(other than SARS-CoV-2)
tohelpfightthedisease.
The study sought to

understand how coron-
avirusesignitethehuman
immunesystemandconductadeeper
diveontheinnerworkingsoftheanti-
bodyresponse.Thepublishedfindings
appearinCellReportsMedicine.
This knowledge could help re-

searchersdesignnewdiagnostics,eval-
uate thehealingpowers of convales-
centplasma,developnewtherapeutic
treatmentsand—importantly—help

design future vaccinesor
monoclonal antibody
therapies capable of pro-
tectingagainstmutations
that may occur in the
Covid-19virus.
The researchers used

a tool called PepSeq to
finelymap antibody re-
sponses to all human-in-
fecting coronaviruses.
PepSeqisanoveltechnol-

ogybeingdeveloped at Translational
Genomics Research Institute and
NorthernArizonaUniversity .
Besides SARS-CoV-2, researchers

examinedtheantibodyresponsesfrom
two other potentially deadly coron-
aviruses:MERS-CoVandSARS-CoV-1.

Source:NorthernArizona
University
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SARS-CoV-2 triggers antibodies
from past coronavirus attacks
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TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY22

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi issched-
uledtovisitAssamonSaturday,January23
— his first in the run-up to the Assembly
elections likely in April. The venue for
Modi’sprogramme—wherehewilllaunch
anAssamgovernment initiativetodistrib-
uteoverone lakh landpattas (documents)
to indigenous communities of the state—
is the historic Jerenga Pothar in Upper
Assam’sSivasagardistrict.
FormerlyknownasRangpur, Sivasagar

wastheseatofthepowerfulAhomdynasty,
who ruled Assam for six centuries (1228-
1826). It ispartofUpperAssam,whichsaw
strong opposition to the Citizenship
AmendmentAct (CAA) lastyear.

Whatisthehistoricalsignificanceof
JerengaPothar?
JerengaPothar,anopenfieldinSivasagar

town, ispopularlyconnected to thevalour
of 17th century Ahom princess Joymoti.
While the courage of Ahomkings iswell-
documented, Joymoti’s story — little-
knownuntilthelatterpartof the19thcen-
tury —istodaycelebratedandinvokedasa
symbolof inspiration.
“From1671to1681,theAhomkingdom

was undergoing a period of tumult under
‘ministerial superiority’, meaning the no-
blesandprimeministersweremoreimpor-
tant than the king, whowere often pup-
pets,” said Dr Jahnabi Gogoi, a Dibrugarh
Universityprofessorwhospecialisesinthe
medievalhistoryofAssam.
Itwasat this timethatSulikhpaa—also

knownas‘LoraRaja’ortheboyprince—and
his primeminister Laluksala Borphukan
were tracking down, and killing, possible
heirs,toensureaclearpassagetothethrone.

PrinceGodapani, Joymoti’s husband,was
nextinline,butheescapedtotheNagaHills
beforeLoraRajaandhismencouldcapture
him. “Itwas then that LoraRaja soughtout
Godapani’swifeJoymoti,hopingshewould
tell him about hiswhereabouts,” said Dr
Gogoi,“However,despitebeingtorturedfor
days,tiedtoathornyplant, inanopenfield,
Joymotirefusedtodivulgeanyinformation.”
Shedied,sacrificingherlifeforherhusband,
whoultimatelybecametheking,usheringin
aneraof stabilityandpeaceinAssam.
TheplaceJoymotiwastorturedtodeath

was JerengaPothar.

HowdidJoymotibecomeanationalist
icon?
According to historians, the Jerenga

Pothar episode is not officially recorded in
anyburanji,orAhom-erachronicle.“These
were mostly written bymen, or on the
king’sorders,”saidDrGogoi,“Soit ispossi-
blethatthisepisodewasn’tconsideredim-
portant enough to record. However, the

storywaspasseddownfromgenerationto
generationbywordofmouth.”
Dr Gogoi said that the turn of the 20th

century saw a number of publications
record the episode, beginningwith one in
JonakimagazinebyRatneshwarMahanta.
In1935,culturaliconJyotiPrasadAgarwala
made the first Assamese feature film,
Joymati,basedonLakshminathBezbaroa’s
drama Joymoti Konwari (1915). “That is
whenthepublicbecameawareofhersac-
rificeandstrength,” saidDrGogoi.
CulturalhistorianAnkurTamuliPhukan

said this paved theway for Joymoti to be-
comeanationalisticon.“Joymoti’sstorysig-
nified not just the strength and loyalty of
the Assamesewoman, but her resistance
and courage represented the relationship
betweenfamilial/domesticlifeandnational
life,”hesaid.

Whatisthesignificanceof Jerenga
Pothartoday?
While the Jerenga Pothar itself is not a

protectedarchaeologicalsite,itsvicinityin-
cludesanumberofprotectedsites, includ-
ing theNaPukhuri tank to its east and the
PohuGarh, a natural zoo built during the
Ahomera, to itswest. Close by is the large
Joysagar tank, built by Ahom king
Swargadeo Rudra Singha in 1697, and the
VishnuDol temple.
AccordingtoJitenBorpatraGohain,are-

tiredprofessorofhistoryinNamrupCollege,
the Jerenga Pothar was initially called
Jerenga Haabi or Jerenga forest. “In
Orunodoi, thefirstAssamesejournal, there
wouldbereferencestowildbuffaloskilling
people in JerengaPothar,”hesaid.
He said it was only in 1707 when

Rangpur (erstwhile Svasagar)was estab-
lishedasthecapitalof theAhomkingdom,
and many monuments came up in the
vicinity (Rang Ghar, Talatal Ghar, Kareng
Ghar), that theareadeveloped.
Sivasagar-based SonaramBarua, a re-

tired principal of Sibsagar Girls’ College,
said JerengaPothar is situated ina low-ly-
ing area, and remains flooded during the
monsooneventoday."JerengaPotharisan
open field, flankedbyvillages onall sides.
On rare occasions it is used for important
events,”hesaid. In2017,thefieldwasused
for the centenary celebrationsof theapex
and influential literary body, the Asam
SahityaSabha.
Preparations are in full swing for PM

Modi’s land patta distribution event on
Saturday,whichisinlinewiththeBJP’s2016
poll plank to protect the Jaati, Maati and
Bheti (community, land and hearth).
According toTamuli Phukan, the choiceof
venue is interestingbecauseUpperAssam
iswherethestrongestoppositiontotheBJP-
ledgovernment’sCAAcamefrom.“Notjust
JerengaPothar,butSivasagar ishistorically
important, and represents the Assamese
‘nation’,”hesaid.
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The cost of guaranteed MSP
Apartfromrepealof farmlaws,farmersaredemandingguaranteedminimumsupportprices,which
havenolegalbacking.Alookatwhattheimplicationswouldbeif thegovtdidprovidetheguarantee

SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

E EXPLAINED
THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY, JANUARY23,2021

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI,JANUARY22

FARMERUNIONSprotestingonDelhi’sbor-
dersareraisingtwofundamentaldemands.
Thefirstisforrepealingthethreeagricultural
reformlawsenactedbytheCentre.Thesec-
ondistoprovidelegalguaranteeforthemin-
imumsupportprices(MSPs)thattheCentre
declares for various crops every year.
Currently, there is no statutory backing for
thesepricesoranylawmandatingtheir im-
plementation.What are the implications if
the governmentwere to accept the farmer
unions’demand?

HowcanMSPbemadelegallybinding?
Therearetwowaysitcanbedone.
The first is to force private buyers to pay

it. In thiscase,nocropcanbepurchasedbe-
low theMSP, which would also act as the
floor price for bidding inmandi auctions.
There’s already a precedent: In sugarcane,
millsarerequiredbylawtopaygrowers the
Centre’s“fairandremunerativeprice”–Uttar
Pradesh andHaryana fix evenhigher “state
advisedprices”–within14daysofsupply. In
no other crop is the compulsion to pay the
government-announcedMSP thrust on the
private trade/industry.
Thesecondrouteis,ofcourse,thegovern-

ment itself buying the entire crop that farm-
ers offer at theMSP. In2019-20, government
agencies—FoodCorporationofIndia,National
AgriculturalCooperativeMarketingFederation
of IndiaandCottonCorporationof India(CCI)
–procured77.34milliontonnes(mt)ofpaddy
and 38.99mt of wheat, worth roughly Rs
140,834croreandRs75,060croreat their re-
spectiveMSPs. Further,theypurchased105.23
lakhbales of cotton (MSPvalueof Rs28,202
croreintermsofrawun-ginnedkapas),2.1mt
of chanaorchickpea(Rs10,238crore),0.7mt
eachofarharorpigeon-pea(Rs4,176crore)and
groundnut(Rs3,614crore),0.8mtofrapeseed-
mustard(Rs3,540crore)and0.1mtofmoong
orgreengram(Rs987crore).

Buthowmuchoffarmers’producecan
thegovernmentbuyatMSP?
TheMSP is now applicable on 23 farm

commodities:7cereals(paddy,wheat,maize,
bajra, jowar,ragiandbarley),5pulses(chana,
arhar,moong, urad andmasur), 7 oilseeds
(groundnut, soyabean, rapeseed-mustard,
sesamum, sunflower, nigerseed and saf-
flower) and4 commercial crops (sugarcane,
cotton,copraandrawjute).
ThechartshowsthattheMSPvalueofthe

total production of the 23 cropsworked out
toaroundRs10.78lakhcrorein2019-20.Not
all this produce, however, is marketed.
Farmersretainpartofitforself-consumption,
seedforthenextseason’ssowingandalsofor
feeding their animals. Themarketed surplus
ratio fordifferentcrops isestimated torange
frombelow50%forragiand65-70%forbajra
(pearl-millet)andjowar(sorghum)to75%for
wheat,80%forpaddy,85%forsugarcane,90%
formostpulses,and95%-plusforcotton,jute,

soyabeanandsunflower.Takinganaverageof
75%would yield a number of just over Rs 8
lakhcrore.ThisistheMSPvalueofproduction
thatisthemarketablesurplus—whichfarm-
ersactuallysell.

So, isthisthemoneythatthegovernment
wouldhavetospendinordertoensure
farmersgetMSP?
Not really. To start with, one must ex-

cludesugarcane fromthecalculations. The
onusforpayingcaneMSP,asearlierpointed
out, lies on sugarmills andnot thegovern-
ment. Secondly, thegovernment is already
procuring many crops – especially paddy,
wheat, cottonandalsopulsesandoilseeds.
The combinedMSP value of the procured
quantitiesof thesewouldhaveexceededRs
2.7 lakh crore in 2019-20.
Thirdly,governmentagenciesdon’thave

to buy every single grain that comes to the
market.Moppingupevenaquarterorthird
of themarket arrivals is usually enough to
liftprices. Takecotton,whereCCIhasso far
procured87.85lakhbalesoutof thecurrent
year’s (October2020-September2021)pro-
jected cropof 358.50 lakhbales. The state-
owned corporation’s intervention has led
toopenmarketprices crossing theMSP for
kapas inmost mandis, thereby not neces-
sitating further official purchases.
Fourth, thecropboughtongovernment

account also gets sold.While such sales in
wheat and paddy – which are distributed
at super-subsidised rates under the
National Food Security Act – entail heavy
losses, those are far less in the remaining
MSPcrops.Therevenuesrealisedfromsales
would partly offset the expenditures from

MSPprocurement.
All inall, theadditionalfiscaloutgo,from

thegovernmentundertakingthemaximum
requiredprocurementforguaranteeingMSP
to farmers, may not bemore than Rs 1-1.5
lakhcroreperyear.

That isn’tmuch, right?
The government undertaking to buy at

MSP isdefinitelybetter than forcingprivate
players. If therecordofsugarmills–theirin-
ability topayfarmersontimedespitestatu-
tory provisions of the Sugarcane (Control)
Order, 1966 issued under the Essential
CommoditiesAct–isanyguide,notraderor
processerwill purchase crops at prices be-
yondwhat themarket supply-demand dy-
namics permit. Their going out of business
wouldultimatelyhurt farmersmost.
However, even assured government

MSP-based procurement is fraught with
problems.ThecoverageofMSPs todaydoes
notextendtofruits,vegetablesandlivestock
products that together have a 45% share in
the gross value of output of India’s agricul-
ture, forestryandfishingsector.Thevalueof
milk andmilk products alone ismore than
thatof all cerealsandpulsescombined.
ExtendingMSP to all farm produce and

guaranteeing it through law is hugely chal-
lenging, fiscally and otherwise. It also ex-
plains why economists increasingly are in
favourofguaranteeingminimum“incomes”
rather than “prices” to farmers. Oneway to
achievethatisviadirectcashtransferseither
on a flat per-acre (as in the Telangana gov-
ernment’s Rythu Bandhu scheme) or per-
farm household (the Centre’s Pradhan
MantriKisanSammanNidhi)basis.

JerengaPothar inSivasagar,venueofModi's rally.Historicalandcultural icon
Joymotiwastorturedtodeathonthisground. PTI

CROP VALUE
Paddy 3,20,821.57
Wheat 2,07,110.75
Sugarcane 97,817.50
Cotton 95,117.65
Chana 55,331.25
Groundnut 51,388.64
Maize 50,406.40
Soyabean 41,607.65
Mustard 40,338.30
Arhar 22,214.00
Bajra 20,560.00
Moong 17,343.00
Jowar 12,061.50
Urad 11,628.00
Copra 7,140.75
Jute 6,691.93
Masur 5,664.00
Ragi 5,481.00
Sesamum 4,863.75
Barley 2,577.25
Sunflower 1,226.05
Nigerseed 249.48
Safflower 156.45
TOTALValue 10,77,796.88

(Prices in Rs crore; for 2019-20)

CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

INDIAACTIVECASES 188,688

Note: The Jan21 figure in this graph isbasedon theHealthMinistryupdateon Jan22
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INTHEongoingstalematebetweenprotest-
ing farmersandtheCentre, thegovernment
has repeated its offer of keeping the three
contentiousfarmlawsonholdforonetoone-
and-a-half years,while the farmershavere-
jectedtheofferandinsistedthat the lawsbe
repealed.Over the years, Parliamenthas re-
pealed several laws— and there have also
been precedents of the government not
bringinga lawinto force forseveralyearsaf-
ter ithasbeenpassed.

Bringing/removing a law
Parliament has the power tomake a law

andtoremoveitfromthestatutebooks(alaw
canbestruckdownbythejudiciaryif itisun-
constitutional). But thepassingof aBill does
notmean that itwill startworking from the
next day. There are threemore steps for it to
becomeafunctioninglaw.Thefirststepisthe
President giving his or her assent to the Bill.
Thenthelawcomesintoeffectfromapartic-
ulardate.Andfinally,thegovernmentframes
therulesandregulationstomakethelawop-
erational on the ground. The completion of
these steps determineswhen the law
becomesfunctional.
Thefirststepisthesimplest.

Article 111 of the Constitution
specifies that thePresidentcan
either sign off on the Bill or
withhold his consent. The
Presidentrarelywithholdstheir
assent to a Bill. The last time it
happenedwas in2006whenPresidentAP J
AbdulKalamrefusedtosignaBill protecting
MPs fromdisqualification for holding an of-
ficeofprofit.ABillissenttoParliamentforre-
consideration if the Presidentwithholds his
orherassenton it.And if Parliamentsends it
back to thePresident, heorhehasnochoice
buttoapproveit.
MostBillsreceivethePresident'sapproval

in a few days. President RamNath Kovind
signed the three farmBills into lawwithin a
weekof their passing in September2020. In
1986,PresidentZailSinghmadeuseofaloop-
holeintheConstitution. ABillcriticisedforvi-
olating the privacy of personal correspon-
dencewas sent to him for approval seven
months before the end of his term. The
Constitutiondoesnotspecifya timelimit for
the President to approve a Bill. So President
Singh decided not to take any action on the
Billuntil theendofhisterm.
Thenextstepisdecidingthedateonwhich

the law comes into effect. In many cases,
Parliamentdelegates to the government the
power to determine this date. TheBill states
that the law “shall come into force on such
dateastheCentralGovernmentmay,bynoti-
fication in theOfficial Gazette, appoint and
different datesmaybe appointed for differ-
ent provisions of this Act”. For example,
ParliamentpassedtheRecyclingof ShipsAct
inDecember2019. InOctober2020, thegov-
ernment brought Section 3 of the law into
force.Thissectionempowersthegovernment
todesignateanofficertosuperviseallshipre-

cyclingactivities inIndia.

Giving effect to a law
Therearealsoinstanceswhenthegovern-

mentdoesnotbringalawintoforceformany
years. Two examples are the National
EnvironmentTribunalActandtheDelhiRent
ControlAct,whichParliamentpassedduring
PrimeMinister PVNarasimhaRao's tenure.
The government never brought these laws
into force, whichwere passed in 1995 and
clearedbythePresident.TheNationalGreen
TribunalActfinallyrepealedtheenvironmen-
taltribunallawin2010.AndaBilltorepealthe
Delhi Rent Control Act introduced in 2013 is
stillpendinginRajyaSabha.
Therearealsomultipleinstanceswherea

lawspecifieswhenitwillcomeintoeffect.The
2013 land acquisition lawput an outer limit
of threemonthsfortheCentretobringit into
forceafterthePresidentapprovedit.ABillcan
also specify the exact date onwhich itwill
come into effect. Bills replacing ordinances
sometimesdothat. Insuchcases,theBillsets
thedateonwhichthePresidentsignedtheor-
dinance(sinceParliamentwasnotinsession)
asthedaythelawwillcomeintoforce.Forex-
ample,thelawbanninge-cigarettescameinto
effect fromSeptember 18, 2019 (Ordinance

date)afterParliamentpassedtheBill
to replace the Ordinance on
December2,2019.Similarly,the
three farmBills replacing their
ordinances came into force on
June5,2020.

Rules& regulations
ABill passedbyParliament

istheoutlineofalaw.Forthelawtostartwork-
ingontheground, individualsneedtobere-
cruited or given the power, to administer it.
The implementingministry alsoneeds to fi-
nalise forms to gather information andpro-
videbenefitsorservices.Theseday-to-dayop-
erational details are called rules and
regulations.AndParliamentgivesthegovern-
ment the responsibility of making them.
Theseregulationsarecriticalforthefunction-
ingof law.
Ifthegovernmentdoesnotmakerulesand

regulations,alaworpartsofitwillnotgetim-
plemented. The Benami TransactionsAct of
1988isanexampleofacompletelawremain-
ingunimplementedintheabsenceofregula-
tions.Thelawgavethegovernmentpowerto
confiscate benami properties. For 25 years,
such propertieswere immune fromseizure
in the absence of framing relevant govern-
ment rules. The lawwas finally repealed in
2016andreplacedwithanewone.
Parliament has recommended that the

governmentmakeruleswithinsixmonthsof
passingalaw.Butparliamentarycommittees
have observed that this recommendation is
“being followed in breach by variousmin-
istries”. The government not only has the
power tomake rules but can also suppress
rulesmade by it earlier. In the case of farm
laws, the government hasmade some rules
inOctober2020.

Theauthor isHeadofOutreach,
PRSLegislativeResearch

When Parliament passed
Bills but govt did not
give effect to those laws

IN FACTMSPVALUEOFPRODUCTION

PaddycropinPatialadistrict.Thetotalvalueof India’spaddyproductionworksouttoRs3.2lakhcrore,goingbyMSP. ExpressArchive

At PM venue today, recalling an Assam icon
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MEANWHILE

CHAPPELLETESTSPOSITIVE FORCOVID
Comedian Dave Chappelle tested positive for Covid-19 just before his comedy
show scheduled for Thursday, forcing his upcoming appearances to be
cancelled, a spokeswoman said. He has not developed any symptoms.

USA

Judgedismisses
NRAbidtoend
NewYorkcase
ANEWYorkstatejudgeon
Thursday rejected the
NationalRifleAssociation’s
bid to dismiss ormove a
lawsuit by New York
Attorney General Letitia
James seeking to dissolve
thegunrightsgroup.Justice
JoelCohenruledsixdaysaf-
ter the NRA filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy to
protectitselffromlawsuits,
and said itwould reincor-
porate in the more gun-
friendly Texas after 150
years inNewYork. James
had sued the NRA, Chief
ExecutiveWayne LaPierre
andotherslastAugust.She
accusedthegroupofviolat-
ingstatelawsfornonprofits
bydivertingmillionsofdol-
lars to fundluxurioustrips
for officials andother sus-
pectexpenses.REUTERS

TheNationalRifle
Association’soffice in
NewYork.Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

IRAQ

ISclaims
responsibilityfor
Baghdadblasts
THE ISLAMIC State
claimedresponsibilityfor
a rare suicide attack that
rocked central Baghdad,
killing 32 people and
wounding dozens. The
bombing targeted “apos-
tateShias,”thegroupsaid
inastatementonanIS-af-
filiated website late
Thursday. The US-led
coalition recently ceased
combat activities and is
gradually drawing down
its trooppresence in Iraq,
sparking fears of an IS
resurgence.Thegrouphas
rarely been able to pene-
trate the capital since be-
ing dislodged by Iraqi
forces and the US-led
coalitionin2017.AP

SYRIA

Childrenamong
fourkilledin
strikesbyIsrael
ISRAELIWARPLANESfired
several missiles toward
central Syria early Friday,
killingafamilyoffour—in-
cluding two children —
andwoundingfourothers,
state media reported.
State-news agency SANA
quotedanunnamedmili-
tary official as saying the
attack took place shortly
beforedawnwhen Israeli
warplanes flew over
neighbouring Lebanon.
Israel has launchedhun-
dreds of strikes against
Iran-linkedmilitarytargets
inSyriaovertheyears.But
it rarely acknowledges
suchoperations.AP

NASSERKARIMI
& ISABELDEBRE
TEHRAN, JANUARY22

IRAN’SCAPITALandmajor cities
plunged into darkness in recent
weeksasrollingoutagesleftmil-
lionswithoutelectricityforhours.
Traffic lights died. Officeswent
dark.Onlineclassesstopped.
With toxic smog blanketing

Tehran skies and the country
bucklingunderthepandemicand
othermountingcrises,socialme-
diahasbeenrifewithspeculation.
Soon, fingers pointed at an un-
likelyculprit:Bitcoin.
Within days, as frustration

spreadamongresidents,thegov-

ernmentlaunchedawide-rang-
ing crackdown on Bitcoin pro-
cessing centres, which require
immenseamountsof electricity
to power their specialised com-
puters and to keep themcool—
aburdenonIran’spowergrid.
Authorities shuttered 1,600

centres across the country, in-
cluding, for the first time, those
legallyauthorisedtooperate.As
the latest in a series of conflict-
ing government moves, the
clampdownstirredconfusionin
thecryptoindustry—andsuspi-
cion that Bitcoin had become a
usefulscapegoatforthenation’s
deeper-rootedproblems.
Since former US President

DonaldTrumpunilaterallywith-

drew in 2018 fromTehran’s nu-
clear accordwithworld powers
andre-imposedsanctionsonIran,
cryptocurrencyhassurgedinpop-
ularityintheIslamicRepublic.
For Iran, anonymous online

transactionsmadeincryptocur-
rencies allow individuals and
companies to bypass banking
sanctionsthathavecrippledthe
economy.Bitcoinoffersanalter-
native to cash printed by sover-
eign governments and central
banks— and in the case of Iran
andothercountriesundersanc-
tionslikeVenezuela,amoresta-
bleplacetoparkmoneythanthe
local currency.
“Iranians understand the

value of such a borderless net-

workmuchmorethanothersbe-
causewecan’taccessanykindof
global payment networks,” said
ZiyaSadr,aTehran-basedBitcoin
expert. “Bitcoinshineshere.”

Iran’s generously subsidised
electricityhasputthecountryon
thecrypto-miningmap,giventhe
operation’s enormouselectricity
consumption. Electricitygoes for

around four cents per kilowatt-
hourinIran,comparedtoanaver-
ageof13centsintheUnitedStates.
Iran is among the top 10

countrieswith themostBitcoin
mining capacity in theworld—
450 megawatts a day. The US
network has a daily capacity of
more than1,100megawatts.
On Tehran’s outskirts and

across Iran’s south and north-
west, windowless warehouses
humwith heavy industrialma-
chinery and rows of computers
that crunch highly complex al-
gorithms to verify transactions.
The transactions, called blocks,
are then added to a public
record,knownastheblockchain.
“Miners”addinganewblock

to the blockchain collect fees in
bitcoins, a key advantage amid
thecountry’s currencycollapse.
Iran’s rial,whichhadbeen trad-
ingat32,000to thedollarat the
time of the 2015 nuclear deal,
has tumbled toaround240,000
to thedollar thesedays.
Iran’s government has sent

mixedmessagesaboutBitcoin.On
onehand,itwantstocapitaliseon
the soaringpopularity of digital
currencyand sees value in legit-
imisingtransactionsthatflyunder
Washington’s radar. Itauthorised
24Bitcoinprocessingcentresthat
consume an estimated 300
megawatts of energy a day, at-
tractedtech-savvyChineseentre-
preneurs to tax-free zones in the

country’ssouthandpermittedim-
portsofcomputersformining.
AmirNazemi,deputyminis-

ter of telecommunications and
information,declared lastweek
that cryptocurrency “can be
helpful”asIranstrugglestocope
withsanctionson itsoil sector.
Ontheotherhand,thegovern-

mentworriesaboutlimitinghow
muchmoney is sent abroad and
controllingmoney laundering,
drugsalesandcriminalgroups.
Iran is nowgoing after unau-

thorised Bitcoin farmswith fre-
quentpoliceraids.Thosewhogain
authorisation to process cryp-
tocurrencyaresubjecttoelectric-
itytariffs,whichminerscomplain
discourageinvestment.AP

BITCOIN PROCESSING CENTRES ARE BEING SEEN AS A BURDEN ON THE COUNTRY’S POWER GRID

Iran, pressured by blackouts and pollution, cracks down on Bitcoin

Anunlit streetduringablackout inTehranonWednesday.AP

NICHOLASFANDOS
JANUARY22

THEUSHouseofRepresentatives
will send its article of impeach-
ment charging formerPresident
DonaldTrumpwith“incitement
of insurrection” to theSenateon
Monday, triggering the start of a
trial unlike any inAmericanhis-
tory, Senator Chuck Schumer of
NewYorksaidonFriday.
Schumer, themajority leader,

saidthedecisionhadbeenrelayed
by SpeakerNancy Pelosi but he
declined to elaborate further on
howthetrialwouldrun.Oncethe
articlearrives,Senaterulessaythe
chambermust almost immedi-
atelybetransformedintoacourt
of impeachment and sit in judg-
mentuntilaverdict isreached.
Schumer and SenatorMitch

McConnell of Kentucky, his
Republican counterpart, have
been negotiating for days over

further parameters for the trial
inhopesofsettlingonbipartisan
rules. Democrats are intent on
trying to set up a dual track
whereby the Senate could still
confirm President Joe Biden’s

Cabinet nominees before the
trial startseachday.
Pelosi’s decision tomove on

Monday, a little less than two
weeks after theHouse’s biparti-
san impeachmentvote, rebuffed

a request McConnell made on
Thursdaytodelaythetrialtopro-
videTrump’snewlyappointedle-
gal teamtimetoprepare.Hehad
askedthattheheartofthetrialnot
beginuntilmid-February.NYT

Washington:Most of the times
Dr Anthony Fauci made an ap-
pearance in theWhite House
briefing room in 2020—before
eventuallybeingbanishedfrom
public view for his grim assess-
mentsofthepandemic—hehad
President Donald Trump glow-
ering over his shoulder. On
Thursday,Fauci,theUS’foremost
infectiousdiseasespecialist,was
back, this time with no one
telling himwhat to say. And he
made no effort to hide how he
felt about it. “The idea that you
can get up here and talk about
whatyouknow—what theevi-
dence,whatthescienceis—and
know that’s it, let the science
speak,” Fauci said, pausing for a
second. “It is somewhatof a lib-
erating feeling.”NYT

FAUCI IN ‘LIBERATING’
RETURN TOWHITE
HOUSE BRIEFING ROOM

Washington: The US Senate on
Friday confirmed President Joe
Biden’s nominee, retired Army
General Lloyd Austin, to serve
as Secretary of Defence — the
firstBlackAmerican in therole.
Thevotewasanoverwhelming
93-2inthe100-membercham-
ber, far more than the simple
majority needed. Lawmakers
from both parties said they
werepleasedthatAustinwould
be installed to lead the
Pentagon just two days after
BidenwassworninasPresident
onWednesday.REUTERS

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JANUARY22

THE HISTORIC inauguration of
KamalaHarrisasAmerica'svice
presidenthas furthercemented
the importance of the relation-
ship between the United States
and India, according to a top
WhiteHouseofficial.
Born to a Jamaican father

and an Indianmother, 56-year-
old Harris made history on
Wednesday when she was
sworninasthefirst female, first
Black and first Asian-American
US vice-president. The former
senator from California was

sworn in just before Joe Biden,
78, tooktheoathof office tobe-
come the 46th President of the
UnitedStates.
Addressing reporters at her

daily news conference on
Thursday, White House Press

SecretaryJenPsakisaidPresident
Biden respects the long biparti-
san successful relationship be-
tweenthetwocountries.
“President Biden, of course,

hasvisitedIndiamanytimes,re-
spectsandvaluesthelongbipar-

tisansuccessfulrelationshipbe-
tween leaders in India and the
UnitedStates. It looksforwardto
acontinuationofthat,”Psakisaid
responding to a question on
India-USrelationshipunder the
newBidenadministration.
The historic inauguration of

Indian-originHarris,shesaid,fur-
thercementsthisrelationship.
“Obviously, he (Biden) se-

lectedandyesterday,she(Harris)
wassworn inas the first Indian-
American to serve as president
orvicepresident.Certainly,ahis-
toricmoment forallof us in this
countrybutafurthercementing
of the importance of our rela-
tionship,”Psaki said.PTI

VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
MOSCOW,JANUARY22

THE KREMLIN on Friday wel-
comedUSPresident Joe Biden’s
proposal to extend the last re-
maining nuclear arms control
treaty between the two coun-
tries,whichissettoexpireinless
than twoweeks.
Russian President Vladimir

Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, said that Russia stands
for extending the pact and is
waiting to see the details of the
USproposal.
The White House said

Thursday that Biden has pro-
posed to Russia a five-year ex-
tensionoftheNewSTARTtreaty.
“Wecanonlywelcomepoliti-

calwill toextendthedocument,”
Peskov said in a conference call
withreporters.“Butallwilldepend
onthedetailsoftheproposal.”
The treaty, signed in2010by

President Barack Obama and
Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev, limits each country
tonomore than1,550deployed
nuclear warheads and 700 de-
ployedmissiles and bombers,
andenvisagessweepingon-site
inspectionstoverifycompliance.
It expiresonFebruary5.AP

THENEWYORKTIMES
JANUARY22

A YEAR into the worst global
healthcrisisinacentury,andmuch
oftheworldfeelsfrozeninplace.
Countries thathad loosened

uptheirfrontiersafterimposing
restrictions earlier in the pan-
demicarenowtightening them
again,worriedaboutnew,more
contagiousvariantsof the coro-
navirus. Some are tightening
travel restrictions or imposing
newruleson travelers.
In the United States,

President JoeBidensignedase-
riesofexecutiveordersaimedat
thwarting the pandemic, in-
cludingarequirementthattrav-
ellerscomingfromabroadquar-
antine after arriving in the US,
though it is not clear how that
will beenforced.
European Union leaders

agreed to limit nonessential
travel within the bloc and from
nonmembercountriesinabidto
slow the spread of two variants
that arealreadypresent inmul-
tiple countries in the region.
Leaders from the bloc’s 27

nations,meetingviateleconfer-
ence late Thursday, agreed to

take coordinated action in re-
sponsetothevariants,whichsci-
entists believe originated in
Britain and in South Africa and
appear to be significantlymore
contagious thanothers.
In Britain, which completed

its exit from the bloc on Jan 1,
flights from Latin America and
Portugalwerebannedoverfears
of a variant first discovered in
Brazil.FlightsfromSouthAfrica,
where another highly conta-
giousvariantwasdiscoveredlast
month, arealsobanned.
AndinChina,wherethevirus

spiraledoutofcontrolduringthe
ChineseLunarNewYearin2020,
officials are discouraging travel
over the holiday, which begins
Feb 12. The new year is usually
theoccasionforthelargestannual
humanmigrationintheworld.
Beijing is restricting the

number of passengers allowed
on public transit and has ex-
tended the quarantine period
for travellers returning from
overseas. Schools have been
closed, and the authorities said
onWednesday that people re-
turningtoruralareasforthehol-
idaymust test negative for the
virus and quarantine at home
for14days.

TurnsdownRepublicanleaderMcConnell’srequesttodelaytrialuntilFebruary

SpeakerNancyPelosiwillsendtotheSenatetheimpeachment
articlethatwaspassedintheHousewhere10Republicans
joinedallDemocratsinvotingtoimpeachTrump.AP

White House: Harris as V-P cements US-India ties
USVice
President
KamalaHarris
andhusband
DougEmhoffat
aPresidential
Inaugural
PrayerService
onThursday.AP

Moscow welcomes US bid
to extend nuclear treaty

EU lawmakers want tech
giants’ CEOs at Feb hearing
FOOYUNCHEE
BRUSSELS, JANUARY22

EU LAWMAKERS have invited
the chief executivesof Amazon,
Apple,FacebookandAlphabetto
aFebruary1hearing inBrussels
as theytry tocrackdownonthe
powersofUS techgiants.
The European Parliament

will in the comingmonths pro-
vide input intoproposals by the
European Commission to force
thecompaniestoplayfairlywith

rivals and to domore to tackle
online fake news and harmful
contentor facehefty fines.
“Thepurpose of theplanned

hearing is to have an exchange
withthechiefexecutiveofficersof
thefourgloballyleadingplatform
companies to learn about their
current businessmodels and fu-
ture concepts as they face the
challengesofalteringmarketcon-
ditions,”saidaninvitationsentto
thefirms.Peoplefamiliarwiththe
companies doubted theywould
accepttheinvitation.REUTERS

More travel curbs
around the world

PeoplelineupforaCovidtestinBeijingonFriday. Reuters

THESENATEisboundtobegin
atrialsoonaftertheHouse
sendsoverimpeachmentarti-
cle.Butthereisreportedly
somewillingnessfrom
DemocraticSenatorstogive
theGOPsometimetoprepare.
So,eventhoughtheGOPmay
notgetthewholeofone
monththattheyaskedfor,
Senatorscouldcometoadeal
toprocedurallydelaythestart
oforalargumentsinthetrial.

Trialmay
notstart
rightawayE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Lloyd
Austin

House tosend impeachmentarticle to
SenateMonday, triggeringTrump trial

SENATECONFIRMSLLOYD
AUSTINASDEFENCESECY MICHAELHOLDEN&

ALISTAIRSMOUT
LONDON, JANUARY22

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
Johnson said on Friday the new
EnglishvariantofCovid-19may
beassociatedwithahigherlevel
ofmortalityalthoughhesaidev-
idence showed that both vac-
cines being used in the country
areeffectiveagainst it.
“We’vebeeninformedtoday

that in addition to spreading
more quickly, it also now ap-
pears that there is some evi-
dencethatthenewvariant—the
variantthatwasfirstdiscovered
inLondonand the southeast (of
England) —may be associated
with a higher degree ofmortal-
ity,”he toldanewsbriefing.
The warning about the

higher risk of death from the
new variant, whichwas identi-
fied in England late last year,
came as a fresh blow after the
countryhadearlierbeenbuoyed
by news the number of new
Covid-19 infections was esti-
mated to be shrinking by as
muchas fourpercentaday.
Johnson said, however, that

allthecurrentevidenceshowed
bothvaccinesremainedeffective
againstoldandnewvariants.
Data published earlier on

Fridayshowedthat5.38million

peoplehadbeengiventheirfirst
dose of a vaccine, with 409,855
receiving it in thepast24hours,
a recordhighso far.
England and Scotland an-

nounced new restrictions on
January 4 to stema surge in the
disease fuelled by the highly
transmissiblenewvariantof the
coronavirus, which has led to
record numbers of daily deaths
and infections thismonth.
Thelatestestimatesfromthe

healthministrysuggestthatthe
number of new infections was
shrinking by between one and
fourpercentaday.Lastweek, it
was thought cases were grow-
ingbymuchasfivepercent,and
the turnaround gave hope that
the spread of the virus was be-
ing curbed, although themin-
istryurgedcaution.

UK PM: New virus
variant may carry
higher risk of death

Boris Johnsonsaidall
evidenceshowedthat
vaccinesremainedeffective
againstoldandnewvariants

AtaprotestagainstthedissolutionofParliament,inKathmanduonFriday.Reuters

3 Nepal ex-PMs join protest
against Parliament dissolution
GOPALSHARMA
KATHMANDU, JANUARY22

THREE FORMER Nepali prime
ministers joined thousands of
demonstratorsonFridaytoprotest
againstPrimeMinisterKPSharma
Oli’sabruptmovetodissolvepar-
liamentandcallsnapelections.
JudgesintheSupremeCourt

arehearingargumentsonmore
thanadozenpetitionschalleng-
ing Oli’s plan to seek elections

about two years before his gov-
ernment’s tenureends.
Oli, 68, has said internal

squabblingandalackofcooper-
ationfrommembersofhisparty
hadparalyseddecision-making,
forcing his December 2020
move toseekanearlyvote.
OnFriday, theprotestersde-

manded that he withdraw his
“unconstitutional” move that
hasplunged theyoung republic
already battling the pandemic
intopolitical turmoil.

“We will all continue our
proteststopressureOlitorealise
hismistake and correct it,” for-
mer PMMadhav Kumar Nepal
told the rally inKathmandu.
Former PMs PrimeMinister

PushpaKamalDahal‘Prachanda’
and JhalNathKhanal,were also
at the rally. All three former
primeministers are from Oli’s
partybutopposethedissolution.
Police said around 25,000

people had gathered to protest
nearOli’sofficeFriday.REUTERS
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PPEERRSSOONNAALL

Classifieds
MMyywife smt. Vinoddevi DOB
01-04-1987 inmyarmyservice
record is incorrect.While tha
correctDOB is 04-01-1987.my
armynumber 14845042Wsep-
subhash chander S/oAsha
Ramvillage. bhagwanpost
daides,teh. Noharpolice
station. Nohar, dist
hanumangarh (Raj)

0110021917-1

KKaanncchhaannBindraD/oBahadur
ChandW/oSatpal BindraR/o
HNo-3800, Sector 32A,
ChandigarhRoad, Urban
Estate, Ludhiana, Punjab-
141010, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasPremLata.

0070728312-1

II,,YYaassppaall SinghNegi,S/o
Mahaveer SinghNegi,H.no-
235/cUnit-4 Shanti-
Niwas,MG.roadNew-
Manglapuri
Mehrauli,N.D-30,have change
mynameYashpal Singh
Negi,for all,futurepurposes.

0040561058-5

II,,VViinnooddKumar Sawaroop,s/o
RamSwaroop,R/o-A-94,Transit
CampGovindPuri N.D-19,have
changemynameVinod
Kumar,for all futurepurposes.

0040561058-4

II,,VViinnooddKumarGuptaS/OLate
Sh.OmPrakashR/O402,GH-26,
RainbowApartments,Sec-
43,Gurugram,Haryana-122009
informs thatVinodKumarand
VinodKumarGuptabothare
sameandoneperson.

0040561008-1

II,,SSuurriinnddeerr Kumar Sahni,R/oA-
23 First-Floor StreetNo.10New
GovindPuraDelhi-51,have
changedmyminor daughter
nameSheffali Shani to Shefali
Shani. 0040561048-1

II,,SShhaasshhii//SShhaasshhii Bala,D/O-Shri
JagdishPrasad
Aggarwal,W/O-Shri Hari Om
R/OB-5A,Shivangi
kunj,Madipur,NewDelhi-
110063,inform that
Shashi/Shashi bala andAnjali
both thenamesareone& the
sameperson. 0040561048-3

II,,SSaannjjaayyKumar,S/o-LateNaval
Kishore,R/o-90B, LIG Flats
Rampura,Delhi-110035,have
changedmyname toSanjay
Gupta for all purposes.

0040561063-1

II,,SSaaddhhaannaaD/ORamSahay,R/O
A-432, Raja-Vihar Samaipur
Badli,Delhi-110042 changed
myname toSadhna.

0040561048-2

II,,PPaawwaannKumarGupta,s/o
PuranChandGupta,R/o-8637,
East Park-Road,Shidipura,
KarolBagh,NewDelhi-
110005,have changedmy
name toPawanGupta
permanently. 0040561063-5

II,,PPaawwaann Jain,S/oGyani Ram
JainR/o-D-1/3-AKrishna-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changed thenameofmy
minor daughter Priya
Jain(16Years)and she shall
hereafter be knownasMaanvi
Jain. 0040561058-3

II,,PPRRIITTIISSHHSHARMA.
S/O.OPINDERKUMAR
SHARMA.ADDRESS- BB/2F,
DDAFLATS JNUMUNIRKA
,SOUTHWESTDELHI-110067.
changedmyname toPRITESH
KSHARMA. 0040561068-1

II,,AANNUUJJ S/oBhagmal R/o-368,
VikasNagar Loni, Ghaziabad-
201102, have changedmy
name toANUJKUMAR, for all
purposes. 0040561048-7

II,,NNoo--3300001122221111FF,,SSPPRR--AAiijjaazz
AhmadPathan,S/O- Farooq
AhmadPathan,R/O-
Nambla,Tehsil -Uri,District-
Baramulla.Inmyservice
records thenameand (DoB)
ofmybrother hasbeen
wronglymentionedas Umer
AhmadPathan (DoB-05-03-
2003) insteadofUmer Farooq
Pathan (DoB- 02-01-2003).It
needs correction. Objections
be filed to concerned
authoritieswithin sevendays.

0020416722-1

II,,KKRRIISSHHNNAAMALIK,W/OLATE
SHRI SANJEEVANAND,R/O-A-
1/263C, JANTA-FLATS,MAA-
SHAKTI
APARTMENT,PASCHIM-
VIHAR,NEWDELHI,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasMADHU
ANAND. 0040561058-1

II,,JJaayyaanntthhyyChoudhary,W/oEx
Sergent JitendraKumar
Chaudhary,R/oH.No.T444AK-
RoadP-OBartalaKolkataWest
Bengal Pin-700018,Have
ChangedMyName,From
JayanthyChoudhary To
JayanthyKodaikanal
Ramanathan,Vide-Affidavit
Dated-21/01/2021BeforeNCT-
DELHI. 0040561063-8

II,,JJaassppiinnddeerr SinghKochhar S/o
Guljit SinghKochharR/o-33/5,
East-Patel Nagar, N.Delhi-
08,have changedmyminor
daughter’s nameRehmat to
RehmatKaurKochhar.

0040561063-2

II,,GGhhaannsshhaayyaammDass,S/oRadhe
ShyamGuptaR/o-92-
C/1,Gali.No.7,East-AzadNagar
Delhi-110051,have changed
myname toGhanshyamDass
Gupta,for all purposes

0040561058-2

II,,GGaauurrii ShankarMittal,S/oHari
RamMittal,R/o-1/7507,
gali.no.13,EastGorakh-park
Shahdara,Delhi-110032,have
changedmyname toGauri
Shankar,for all purposes.

0040561048-5

II,,JJEESSNNYYVERMA,Daughter
of,RAJANTHOMASEx.,Wife
of,MAHESHVERMA,Resident
of,Qtr.No-001,Type-4,Block-
A,Lok-SabhaS.E.R.C,Sector-2,
R.KPuram,NewDelhi-
110022,Declare that I got
divorce,frommyhusbandvide
Court-Decreeno. R.C.SNO.
842A/2017dated-15.03.2019
Further I,have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownas JESNYRAJAN.

0040561068-2

II,,JJCC--776666881122AASubedar Satish
Chand,R/o-H.No.941/26,
Gali.no.1,Chandana
Road,Bank
Colony,Kaithal,Haryana-
136027,inform that inmy
Service recordsmywife
namely(Smt.Sunita
Devi)D.O.B. haswrongly
mentionedas
17.01.1982,insteadof-
28.01.1982. 0040561048-4

II,,GGOOPPIIKKAAUNNI daughter of
Sh.JanardhanaUnni PK,R/o
Sarang,GSSadan
(PO),Palakkad(Distt.), Kerala-
679302,have changedmy
name,fromGOPIKAUNNI to
GOPIKAUNNI P J,vide-
affidavit, date-20-1-2021.

0040561068-3

II,,AAmmllaaMary Francis,D/o
Mariyadas Francis,R/o-505
Block-C,J.J.ColonyOld
Seemapuri Delhi-110095,have
changedmyname toAmla
Mary,for all purposes

0040561048-9

II,,AANNIITTAANAYAL,W/oChiranjit
SinghBisht R/oB-107,Delhi
Govt.Flats,TimarpurNorth
Delhi-54,have changedmy
name toANITABISHT, for all
purposes. 0040561048-6

II,,AANNAARRII KUMARIW/o
C.S.PanwarR/o-C-1/758, Aya
Nagar,HauzKhas,SouthDelhi-
110047,have changedmy
name toANITAPANWAR, for all
purposes. 0040561048-8

II,,AAMMBBIILLII KMwife of
Sh.JanardhanaUnni PK,R/o
Sarang,GS
Sadan(PO),Palakkad
(Distt.),Kerala-679302,have
changedmyname,from
AMBILI KM toAMBILI KM.vide-
affidavit, date-20-1-2021,

0040561068-5

II,, Sangita RaniW/oGaurav
KumarNigamR/o-C-1131,
GaurHomes, Govindpuram,
Ghaziabad, UP-201013,have
changedmyname to
SangeetaNigam.

0040561029-2

II,, Sandiip Kapur, S/oShri
SureshKapur, r/o 86, Poorvi
Marg, VasantVihar, New
Delhi-110057herebydeclare
that SandiipKapur and
SandeepKapurbothare same.
Mycorrect name is Sandiip
Kapur for all purposes.

0040561023-1

II,, SANTOSHKUMARI, spouseof
RAJKUMARYADAV resident of
FlatNo.A4/12D, GreenPower
Residency, Sector-75,
Faridabad (Haryana)-121004;
have changedmyname from
SANTOSHKUMARI to SANTOSH
asperAffidavit dated
21/02/2021. 0040560939-1

II,, RakeshDograS/oKartar
ChandDograR/oPlot no. 77,
2nd Floor, Gali no. 9, Nand
Vihar, NSIT, Dwarka, South
WestDelhi, Delhi - 110078have
changedmyname toRandeep
Mann. 0070728316-1

II,, RANVIJAYSINGH
RATHOUR,father of,PRATEEK
SINGHRATHORE,Presently
H.No.41/4, Old-Willington-
Camp,RaceCourse-Road,New
Delhi-110003,have changed
myminor son’s name, from
PRATEEKSINGHRATHORE to
PRATEEKSINGH
RATHOUR.vide-affidavit,date-
20-1-2021, 0040561068-4

II,, PradeepSachdeva,S/oRam
Prakash,H.No-16,Street.No-
2,Block.No-5,Geeta
Colony,Gandhi-Nagar,Delhi-
110031,have changedmy
name toPardeepKumar
permanently. 0040561063-4

II,, NiralaW/oPramodKumarR/o
H.N-102Near JPGroupSector-
128Noida, Asgarpur Jagir GB
Nagar-201304UP, have
changedmyname fromNirala
toNirmalaAwana for all
purposes. 0040561003-1

II,, NareshSachdevaS/o Late Sh.
Krishan Lal Grandsonof Late
Sh. RamLubhayaR/oA-
1A/34C, Janakpuri, NewDelhi
110058dohereby solemnly
affirmanddeclareonoath
thatNareshKumar, Naresh
Kumar SachdevaandNaresh
Sachdeva is sameandone
person. 0040561000-1

II,,MohammedAnis, S/o.
MohammedDin,R/o-376,
ShahzadaBagh,Phase-1,
Inderlok, Delhi-110035,have
changedmyname toMohd.
Anees.MohammadAnis and
Mohd.Anees,is oneand,the
sameperson. 0040561029-1

II,, Dheeraj Garg s/oR.C. Garg r/o
D/05-5, RedwoodResidency,
Sector-78, Faridabad,
Haryana-121101have changed
myname fromDheeraj Garg to
Dhiraj Garg for futurepurpose.

0040560998-1

II Vinitaw/oSachinKumar in
R/oHouseno-105, StreetNo-03
B-block , Brij Puri, Delhi-110094
have changedmyname
Vinneta kumari toVinita
Affadavit No.45AB 330917

0040561013-1

II,, GauravPrasadMathur S/OSh
J.P.Mathur, R/OF 1703, Prateek
Wisteria, Sector-77, Noida,
GautamBuddhaNagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301 solemnly
affirmanddeclare that I have
changedmyson’s name from
JAIADITYAPRASADMATHUR to
JAIADITYA MATHURvide
affidavit no.24AE 167924dated
15/12/2020. Henceforthmy
sonshouldbeknownas
JaiadityaMathur for all future
purposes. 0040561021-1

II,, DIVYASAXENAD/ORamesh
ChandraSaxena, R/oNear
Water Tank, H.No.-3, Sec-6,
Shri RadhaPuramEstate,
Ganesara, KrishnaNagar,
Mathura, Uttar Pradesh,
281004 . have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasDIYARASINHA .

0070728334-1

II SaharoonKhatunW/o-
NizamuddinR/o-Jhugge
No.273, CampNo.3, Bhim
Nagar, Nangloi,Delhi-41
declare that nameofminewas
wrongly-written in E.S.I.C. as
SairunKhatoon.The correct
andactual nameofmine is
SaharoonKhatun.

0040561019-1

II,,NNiisshhaann SinghS/o-Hoshiar
Singh,R/oC-104Gali.No.8
Ground floorWestVinod-
NagarDelhi-92,have changed
myname toNishanChauhan.

0040561063-6

II Harminder SinghS/o-
GurmukhSinghR/o-E-304,
Jhulelal Apartments,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034have
changedmyname to
Harminder SinghPasricha for
all purposes. 0040561017-1

I,NaziraMalikD/oNasiruddin
Malik R/oA-832-
33,Camp.no.2,Nangloi,Delhi-41
state that I amalso knownas
NaziraMallik.Bothpersonare
same.Mycorrect-name is
NaziraMalik,for all purposes.

0040561058-7

I,MeeraW/oKrishanGopal,R/o
2/225, 2nd floor, Subhash
Nagar,TagoreGarden, N.D-
27,have changedmyname to
Renu. 0040561058-6
I,RasamVinayakSuryakant,
S/o SuryakantDaji Rasam,R/o-
C/301, LeoHousingComplex
OppCosmosSchool Janta
Market KokanNagarBhandup
(West)MumbaiMaharashtra-
400078, have changedmyname
fromRasamVinayakSuryakant
toVinayakSuryakantRasam
for all purposes. 0040560920-2

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL

AADDMMIISSSSIIOONN

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

PUBLIC NOTICE
All are hereby informed through
this Public Notice that my client Sh.
Mukesh Sahu R/o B-214, Kewal
Park, Azad Pur, Delhi-110033 has
debarred his son Sh. Manoj Sahu
and his wife Smt. Shweta Sahu
from his all moveable and
immoveable property as his son
and daughter-in-law ill-treat my
client. My client shall not be held
responsible for any of their acts,
deed and things in whatsoever in
any manner.

Sd/-
C.S. MANN (Advocate)

Ch.No. 608 Western wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PPUUBBLLIICC NNOOTICETICE
My client Smt. Simranjeet Kaur W/o
Late Sh. Harminder Singh R/o M-41,
G S Apartments, Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi-85 has Debarred and Disowned
their Daughter Manmeet Kaur W/o
Rishabh Tandon from all their
movable and immovable property
due to their bad behaviour and
misconduct. Anybody dealing with
them will do so at his/her/their
own risk, cost, and consequences.
My client will not be responsible
for any act. S. K. Gupta (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, Karkardooma Courts, Delhi-32

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client, Urmila Kumari w/o Ashok Kumar r/o
211A, MAIN ROAD, New Lahore Colony,
Shastri Nagar, Delhi 110031, do hereby
declare and affirm that, her son namely
Dinesh Kochhar and his wife Ms. Sabita
Subhudhi d/o of Late Sh. Ram Nath Subudhi,
are totally debarred from all our properties
and estates. She has no connection with
them and neither want to keep any
relationship with them in future. That any
person dealing with them shall be dealing at
their own responsibility and she will not be
held responsible for any of their act
individually or jointly in future or in past.

Sd/-
GAURAV KOCHHAR

ADVOCATE
D-906/04

CHAMBER NO 60, WESTERN WING, TIS
HAZARI COURTS 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that my
clients SH. MADAN LAL S/o Sh. DEEP
CHAND and Smt. SANTOSH DEVI W/o
Sh. MADAN LAL both residents of H. No.
A29, Deenpur Extn. Village Deenpur,
Najafgarh, New Delhi 110043 have
disowned their son Sh. Vinay Singh
Shokeen S/o Madan Lal and their
daughter-in-law Raman Rani W/o Vinay
Singh Shokeen both resident of Deenpur
Extn. Village Deenpur, Najafgarh, New
Delhi 110043 and have severed all their
relation and ties with them as they are not
in their control. Whoever deals with them in
any manner will be doing so at his own risk
and my above named clients would not be
responsible for it.

Sd/- R.S. SHOKEEN (Advocate)
ENRL. NO. D/3926/18

CH. No. 401, Dwarka Court Complex,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to public at large
that my client Sh. Ashok Verma S/o
Lt. Sh. Ram Prakash Verma and his
family R/o RZF-13 Nihal Vihar, Delhi
had DISOWNED AND
DISINHERETED their son Pawan
Verma from all their movable and
immovable properties. Any person
dealing in finances with him shall be
solely responsible for his acts and
deeds.

Sd/-
DIMPLE VIVEK (ADVOCATE)

Ch. No. 132, Ist Floor,
Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
ENTIRE PROPERTY BEARING NO.
G-93, AREA MEASURING 200 SQ
YDS, NARAINA VIHAR, NEW DELHI
Public at large is hereby informed that
the captioned property is subject
matter of Equitable Mortgage with
SBI/ other Bank/ FI. An agreement to
Sell & Purchase executed between the
present seller and my client.
Will dated 14.02.2014 executed by
Shri Raj Kumar Khanna son of Late
Shri Devi Das Khanna in favor of Shri
Yagnik Khanna son of Shri Rajan
Khanna in respect of the captioned
property, duly registered vide Regd.
No. 203, dated 14.02.2014.
It is hereby notifed that any person or
entity, firm/ company, Bank, financial
institution/ HUF/ Member of HUF
having claim any charge, interest or
lien or claim on the basis of documents
mentioned above or otherwise and/ or
objection to the proposed Sale deed
thereof, he/ she/ they may lodge/ notify
the same to the undersigned with
documentary proof/ Court Judgement
within 15 days from the day of
publication of this public notice, failing
which any claim shall be rejected and
the title/ Sale Deed proposed to be
executed in favor of my client(s) or in
the name of his/her/ their nominees
shall deemed to be clear and
marketable without any defect,
encumbrance, flaw and impediment
and my client(s) shall proceed further
and complete the Sale.

Sd/- NIRMAL KUMAR VERMA
ADVOCATE

Chamber No. 561, 5th Floor,
Saket Courts, New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it Known that my client Sh. Parveen
Kumar S/o Sh. Banarsi Dass declare that
Original(1) Map sanction letter memo No.
10445 dated 25-11-97 & Re-allotment letter
No. 14403 dated 30-12-99 issued by HUDA
office Sonepat, Haryana. (2) Deed of
Conveyance Memo No. 7295 dated 11-3-97
& GPA memo No. 441 Date 04-12-97 issued
by Registrar Office Sonepat, Haryana has
been lost. Loan has been applied for said
property in State Bank of India, Atlas Road
Sonepat for mortgage bearing H. No. 683P,
Sector-15, Sonepat. If anyone has objection
related to this property, he/she can contact
above mention bank within 7 days of
publication & after that no claim will be
entertained.

Sd/-
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D-748/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that, my clients (1) Sh. Jagjit
Singh & (2) Sh. Paramjeet Singh both sons of
Late Sh. Swarn Singh both residents of WZ-
2201, Raja Park, Shakur Basti, Delhi-110034,
inherited the Ground Floor (in favour of Sh. Jagjit
Singh) & First Floor (In favour of Sh. Paramjeet
Singh) of Built up Property Bearing No. WZ-
2201, Raja Park, Shakur Basti, Delhi-110034,
after the demise of their mother Late Smt. Nirmal
Kaur wife of Late Sh. Swarn Singh, on the basis
of regd. WILL dated 04.08.2016. And my clients
have legal rights to Sell the said property.
If any person(s) claiming any objection in the
said property may contact with above named
person/ clients at above address/ phone no.
9250000585 within 15 days of publication of this
notice.
All the information given by my clients and I,
Vinod Wadhwa Advocate, giving this Public
Notice on behalf of my clients.

Sd/- VINOD WADHWA (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/769/2005

To be known to that we Mr
JOGINDER SINGH MAKKAR AND
Mr Harminder Singh s/o of S.
BALWANT singh R/o and owner of
LGF-5, 13/41, Punjabi Bagh west
ND 26. That The Original Agreement
to sell Dated 16th September 1992
between M/s Essel Properties &
industries and our Father S. Balwant
Singh and an Agreement dated 17th
June 1989 between M/s Essel
Properties & industries and Mr
Ashok Goel Both has been lost,
misplaced and Regards to same we
have Loged FIR vide LR No.
61312/2021 DATED 21/01/2021.
ANY PERSON WHO FOUND OR
HAVE ANY INFORMATION
REGARDS TO SAME KINDLY
CONTACT US ON 9999228900 OR
DELIVER THE SAME ON ABOVE
MENTIONED ADDRESS.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL CONCERNED
that my clients Mr. Shabir Khan and
his wife namely Smt. Jannat Begum,
both R/o H. No. A-110, Chungi No. 2,
Lal Kuan, New Delhi-110044 have no
connection with their son Usman and
his wife Rehana @ Rukhsana
Khatoon. By this notice my above
named clients hereby disown and
debar the abovesaid their son and his
wife from inheriting the rights, titles,
interests and liens etc. in respect of
their self-acquired or inherited
properties including all moveable and
immoveable assets. Henceforth they
and any of their issue/child shall have
no claim or interest in their moveable
or immoveable properties. My clients
will not be responsible for any acts
and deeds of above named son and
his wife. Anyone dealing with them
shall be doing so at his/her/ their own
risk, cost and consequence.

Sd/-
MOHD. ASIF (Adv.)

329, Lawyers Chamber Block
Saket Court, New Delhi-110017

CLASSIFIEDS&TENDERS

II,,VViikkaass Tushir,S/o Jaiparkash
Tushir,R/o-H.No.596,Janti-
kalan-
131028,Sonepat,Haryana,have
lostmyoriginal
certificate/Marksheet class-
10th year-2014Rollno-
2188305,CBSE-PANCHKULA.

0040561048-10

II GulshanRai ChananaS/oShri J
RChananaR/oB-137,
Gujranwala Town,NewDelhi-
110009 have lostmyoriginal
Allotment Letter of PlotNo.3 on
Market Road, DLFCity Phase-1,
Gurugram,Haryana.Finder
maycontact at aboveaddress.

0040561028-1

II InduUppalW/oShri Satish
Uppal R/oA-66, GulmoharPark,
NewDelhi-110049have lostmy
original Allotment&
Possession Letter of Plot
No.7519, DLFCity Phase-4,
Gurugram,Haryana. Finder
maycontact at aboveaddress.

0040561028-2

II PradeepKumarPandaS/o-
Sh.RaghunathPandaR/o-
H.No.65,Top Floor,Pocket-3,
Sector-24,Rohini, Delhi-110085
amtheowner of theTopFloor
H.No.65,Pocket-3, Sector-
24,Rohini, Delhi-110085.Original
General PowerofAttorney,
Agreement to Sell registered in
thenameof JaswinderKaur by
PawanGargdated-24.12.2007
weremisplaced/Lost.If anyone
found the sameplease return
tome,if anyperson try to
misuse then largeactionwill
be takenasper law.

0040561015-1

OOrriiggiinnaall handover-letter&NOC
issued,fromJaipurGreens 0f
Flat/unit No.JGP-Z-208, in the
nameofmyminor daughter
Sakshi Anandamhasbeen
actually lost.Foundermay
contact,Mr.BrijMohan
Gupta.Mobile-No.9811219994.

0040561063-9

LLAASSTT 2021MBBSADMISSIONS
WITHOUTNEETBAMSOTHERS
TOPFAST -MBA, B.TECH
.OTHERS,MIGRATIONS10+ -
NAVYOTHERS
ETC.@8527710489DELHI

0040560879-1

NNaattiioonnaall Central council of
Vocational Training invited
application for start Training
andStudyCentre
www.nccvt.in
Mob.7499647774/ 9823647194

0090280356-1

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Government of India

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH TRAINING & RESEARCH

332 SVP Road, Khetwadi, Girgaon, Mumbai-400004

ADMISSION NOTICE (2021-22)
NATIONAL Institute of Public Health Training & Research, Mumbai, a Central
Training Institute of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India invites
applications in the prescribed format for the following courses for the
academic year 2021-22.
A. Regular Courses :

B. Skill Based Training Programmes : (As per the guidelines issued by the,
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India, New Delhi)

The last date for submission of completed application along with application
fees Rs. 200/- (Rs. Two Hundred only) paid Online or by DD/Bankers cheque
drawn in favour of "Director, National Institute of Public Health Training &
Research" payable at Mumbai by Registered/speed post only is 31st March
2021. SC/ST candidates are exempted from the application fees. Selection of
candidates will be by Common Entrance Test (CET) for regular courses. The
detail notification for the admission to various courses conducted by NIPHTR,
Mumbai are available at www.fwtrc.gov.in.

Sd/-
DIRECTOR/efveosçekeâ

N.I.P.H.T.R. MUMBAI/Sve.DeeÙe.heer.SÛe.šer.Deej., cegbyeF&-4.

Skill Based Training
Programme

Age (Years) No. of
Seats

Duration

1. Sanitary Health
Inspector

18-30 30 One Year

2. Diabetes Educator Above
22 Years

30 On campus-3 Months
Online/Off campus - 6 Months

3. Home Health Aide 18-30 30 4 Months
4. General Duty

Assistant
18-30 30 6 Months

5. First Responder 18 Years
and above

30 4 Days

Regular Courses Age (Years) No. of
Seats

Duration

1. Master in Public Health
(MPH)

Minimum age 21 years 10 Two
Years

2. Post Graduate Diploma in
Hospital Management
(PGDHM)

Minimum age 21 years 30 One
Year

3. Diploma in Health
Promotion Education
(DHPE)

Up to 40 years.
(Age relaxation as per GOI
rules)

30 One
Year

4. Post Graduate Diploma in
Community Health Care
(PGDCHC)

Up to 40 years.
(Age relaxation as per GOI
rules)

30 One
Year

Government of Gujarat
Narmada Water Resources, Water Supply and

Kalpasar Department
Tender Notice No. 38 of 2020-21, Corrigendum No. 1

The Tender Notice No. 38 of 2020-21, published by this office, the work at Sr. No.
4 shall now be as under.
4(a) Providing and installing of SKADA based Gate operation, ARMC & monitoring
control system including O&M at Ukai Dam. Estimated Cost Rs. 6,85,42,660/-
4(b) Providing and installing instrumentation and other related works including
O&M at Ukai Dam. Estimated Cost Rs. 6,03,86,833=00 and work at Sr. No. 6 shall
now be as under.
6. Renovation work of VIP rest house at Ukai Dam site and construction of new
control room at Ukai Dam. Estimated Cost Rs. 41663912.45.
Other details of tender notice No. 38 of 2020-21b shall be remained same.
Any kind of amendments will be published only on online & will be final & bind-
ing to all. For further details contact to this office during office hours. Detailed
Tender Notice can also be seen on www.statetenders.com and
www.nwr.npocure.com No. Mahiti/Surat/1278/2021

New Delhi
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BASE,MIDDLE,UPPERANDAPOSSIBLETOPLAYER

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY22

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
hasproposedatighterregulatory
framework for non-banking fi-
nancial companies (NBFCs) by
creatingafour-tierstructurewith
aprogressiveincreaseinintensity
of regulation.
In its discussionpaper on re-

vised regulatory framework for
NBFCs, theRBIhas said the regu-
latoryandsupervisoryframework
of NBFCs should be based on a
four-layeredstructure:BaseLayer,
Middle Layer,Upper Layer anda
possibleTopLayer.Ithasalsopro-
posed classification of non-per-
formingassets(NPAs)ofbaselayer
NBFCs from180days to 90days
overdue.NBFCsinlowerlayerwill
be known as NBFC-Base Layer
(NBFC-BL).NBFCsinmiddlelayer
will be knownasNBFC-Middle
Layer(NBFC-ML).AnNBFCinthe
Upper Layer will be known as
NBFC-UpperLayer(NBFC-UL)and
willinviteanewregulatorysuper-
structure.ThereisalsoaTopLayer,
ideallysupposedtobeempty.
OnceanNBFC is identifiedas

NBFC-UL, itwill be subject toen-
hancedregulatoryrequirementat

leastforfouryearsfromitslastap-
pearance in the category, even
where itdoesnotmeet thepara-
metric criteria in the subsequent
year.“Hence,ifanidentifiedNBFC-
ULdoesnotmeet the criteria for
classificationfor fourconsecutive
years, itwillmoveoutof theen-
hancedregulatoryframework,”it
said. TheNBFC sector has seen
tremendous growth in recent
years. In last fiveyearsalone, size
ofbalancesheetofNBFCs(includ-
ingHFCs)hasmorethandoubled
fromRs20.72lakhcrore(2015)to
Rs49.22lakhcrore(2020).

TheRBIpaper said regulatory
frameworkanchored onpropor-
tionalitycanbe introduced.
BASELAYER:Iftheframework

isvisualisedasapyramid,thebot-
tomof thepyramid,where least
regulatory intervention iswar-
ranted, canconsistofNBFCs, cur-
rently classified asnon-systemi-
callyimportantNBFCs(NBFC-ND),
NBFCP2Plendingplatforms,NBF-
CAA,NOFHCandTypeINBFCs.
MIDDLE LAYER: As one

movesup,thenextlayercancon-
sistofNBFCscurrentlyclassifiedas
systemically important NBFCs
(NBFC-ND-SI), deposit taking
NBFCs(NBFC-D),housingfinance
companies, IFCs, IDFs, SPDs and
core investment companies. The
regulatoryregimeforthislayerwill
be stricter compared to thebase
layer.Adverseregulatoryarbitrage
vis-à-visbankscanbeaddressed
forNBFCsfallinginthislayerinor-
der to reduce systemic risk spill-
overs,whererequired,theRBIsaid.
UPPERLAYER:Goingfurther,

thenextlayercanconsistofNBFCs
which are identified as systemi-
callysignificantamong.Thislayer
willbepopulatedbyNBFCswhich
have largepotential of systemic
spill-overofrisksandhavetheabil-
ity to impact financial stability.

Thereisnoparallelforthislayerat
present,asthiswillbeanewlayer
for regulation. The regulatory
frameworkforNBFCsfallinginthis
layerwillbebank-like,albeitwith
suitable andappropriatemodifi-
cations,itsaid.
TOPLAYER: It ispossible that

consideredsupervisoryjudgment
mightpushsomeNBFCsfromout
of theupper layerof thesystemi-
cally significantNBFCs forhigher
regulation/supervision. These
NBFCswill occupy the topof the
upperlayerasadistinctset.Ideally,
this top layerof thepyramidwill
remainemptyunlesssupervisors
takeaviewonspecificNBFCs. In
otherwords,ifcertainNBFCslying
intheupperlayerareseentopose
extremerisks asper supervisory
judgement, they can be put to
higherandbespokeregulatory/su-
pervisoryrequirements,itsaid.
Inviewof the recent stress in

thesector, ithasbecomeimpera-
tive to re-examine the suitability
ofthisregulatoryapproach,espe-
ciallywhenfailureofanextremely
largeNBFC can precipitate sys-
temicrisks,theRBIpapersaid.The
regulatory framework forNBFCs
needs to be reoriented to keep
pacewithchangingrealitiesinthe
financialsector,itsaid.

BRIEFLY
IL&FSaddresses
`32K-croredebt
NewDelhi: IL&FSboardsaid
itaddressedRs32,000crore
of the group’s overall debt.
Theboardretaineditstarget
of addressingadebtof over
Rs56,000crorebyFY22.

Powerdemand
atall-timehigh
NewDelhi:Powerdemand
touchedanall-timehighof
187.3GWonFriday, Power
MinisterRKSinghsaid.

Petrolcrosses
`92inMumbai
New Delhi: Petrol price in
Delhi touchedRs85.45and
Rs92.04 inMumbai.Diesel
climbedtoRs75.63inDelhi
andRs82.40inMumbai.PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY22

THE GOVERNMENT on Friday
gavethegreenlighttothreedrug
makers,includingonepublicsec-
torfirm,tosetupcapacitiesunder
theproduction-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme topromote self re-
liance incriticaldrug ingredients
in the country. The firms —
Aurobindo Pharmaceuticals,
Karnataka Antibiotics and
Pharmaceuticals Ltd (KAPL) and
KinvanPvt Ltd—will be the first
tomake select bulkdrugsunder
therecentlyapprovedscheme.
India is presently “fully” de-

pendent on imports for these
products — penicillin G, 7-
aminocephalosporanic acid (7-
ACA), erythromycin thiocyanate
(TIOC)andclavulanicacid—which
iswhy theywere considered for
approvalsonpriority.
Thefirmshavecommittedtoa

total investment of around
Rs3,761croreforsettingupthese
plants, according to theMinistry
ofChemicalsandFertilizers,which
expectscommercialproductionto
commencefromApril1,2023.The
governmentwouldbedisbursing
uptoRs3,600croreinPLIoverthe
agreed six-year period of the
scheme.Aurobindo,throughsub-
sidiaryLyfiusPharma,willbeset-
ting up greenfield capacities to
makepenicillinGaswellas7-ACA
(used tomakecephalosporinan-
tibiotics and intermediates). The
Hyderabadfirmwillalsobebuild-
ing capacities to make TIOC
throughsubsidiaryQulePharma.
KAPLwillalsobemanufactur-

ing 7-ACA,while Kinvanwill be
makingclavulanicacid,according
totheministry.
“Setting of these plantswill

makethecountryself-relianttoa
large extent in respect of these
bulkdrugs,”saidtheministryina
releaseaboutthedevelopment.
The government in March

2020hadannounced its intent to
launchaPLIschemeforcriticalbulk
drugs, includingkeystartingma-

terials(KSMs),drugintermediates
(DIs)andactivepharmaceuticalin-
gredients (APIs). Theannounce-
mentcameacoupleofmonthsaf-
ter Covid-19 cases in China had
surged, causingtheneighbouring
countrytoshutdownseveralbulk
drugmanufacturingplants in its
Hubeiprovince.Thisledtothegov-
ernmentannouncingarestriction
onexportsofvariouskeydrugin-
gredients. Over the last three
decades, Indiahas slowlygrown
moredependentonimportsfrom
Chinaforsuchingredients,leading
tofirmswithindigenouscapacity
tomake these rawmaterials to
shutshop,industryexecutivesear-
liertoldTheIndianExpress. Itrelies
onChinaforabout70percentofits
bulkdrug imports, aspergovern-
mentfigures.
With rising tensionbetween

India and China last year and
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s
callforIndiatobemoreself-reliant
invarioussectors,theDepartment
ofPharmaceuticals(DoP)lastyear
launchedthePLIschemewithato-
tal outlay of Rs 6,940 crore. It
sought applications from Indian
drugmakers to setupgreenfield
capacity in 36 bulk drugs by
November30,2020.
Atotalof215applicationswere

receivedandweretobeprocessed
anddecideduponbyFebruary28,
2021, according to theMinistry.
Whilethefirstfourbulkdrugsthat
the government has given ap-
provalsforcomeunderthefirstof
fourtargetsegmentsofkeyingre-
dients, applications under the
other three segments are pro-
posedtobetakenupforapproval
inthenext45days.

Cos can
undertake
multi-year
projects

GOVTAMENDSCSRRULES

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY22

DESPITETHEdisturbancescaused
by theCovidpandemic, Reliance
Industries, India’s largest firmby
marketcapitalisation,onFridayre-
porteda12.55percentriseincon-
solidatednet profit at Rs 13,101
crore for the quarter ended
December2020 (Q3), as against
Rs11,640croreinthesameperiod
ayearago.
Onaquarter-on-quarterbasis,

thenetprofitrose37percentfrom
Rs9,567 crore in the September
quarter. Thenetprofit beforeex-
ceptional itemfor theDecember
quarterwasRs15,015crore,higher
by41.6percent,RILsaid.
Consolidated revenue from

operationsdeclined21.1per cent
to Rs 123,997 crore as against
Rs157,165croreintheyear-agope-
riod.“Theoutbreakofcoronavirus
pandemicgloballyand in India is

causing significant disturbance
andslowdownofeconomicactiv-
ity.Thegroup’soperationsandrev-
enueduring theperiodwere im-
pacted due to Covid-19,” the
companysaid.
For Jio Platforms, RIL’s digital

arm,revenueincludingaccessrev-
enues for the quarter was
Rs22,858crore,higherby5.3per
cent.Thenetprofitforthequarter

was Rs 3,489 crore, registering
growthof15.5percent. Jio’s total
customer base as of December
2020was410.8million, showing
anet additionof 5.2million cus-
tomers. ARPU (average revenue
peruser)duringthequarterofRs
151per subscriberpermonthas
againstRs145persubscriber.
The company said Reliance

Retail’srevenueforthequarterwas
Rs37,845 crore, lowerby7.9per
cent.However, thenet profit for
thequarterrosetoRs1,830crore,
agrowthof88.1percent.
RILChairmanandMDMukesh

D.Ambani said: “At a timewhen
theeconomyispoisedforaconfi-
dent recovery,weatRelianceare
humbled thatwehavebeenable
tocontributewithourimpressive
performance in the thirdquarter
ofFY21.Wehavedeliveredstrong
operational resultswitha robust
revivalinO2Candretailsegments,
andasteadygrowthinourdigital
servicesbusiness.”

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY22

THE GOVERNMENT Friday
amendedvariousrulespertaining
tothecorporatesocialresponsibil-
ity (CSR)regime,includingallow-
ingcorporatestoundertakemulti-
year projects and making
registrationcompulsoryforagen-
cies implementingCSRactivities
onbehalfofcompanies.
Besides,companieshavebeen

allowedtoset theexcessamount
spentunderCSRupto threesuc-
ceedingfinancialyears.Non-com-
pliancewithCSRprovisionshas
beendecriminalisedby shifting
suchoffencestopenaltyregime,as
pertheCorporateAffairsMinistry.

FB’s policies difficult to
understand: Signal COO
ANUJBHATIA
NEWDELHI,JANUARY22

“PEOPLEARE coming to realise
thatFacebookdoesnotbuildprod-
uctsforthem,butratherFacebook
buildsproductsfortheirdata,”said
ArunaHarder,chiefoperatingoffi-
cer of SignalMessenger, adding
fromtheuser’s pointof viewthe
socialnetwork’spolicies arevery
difficulttounderstand.

Signalhasseenaspikeinnew
usersfromIndiafollowingtheup-
roaroverWhatsApp’snewprivacy
policy. Ithasbeenamongthetop
downloadedappinIndiamostof
January. In anemail interaction,
Harder says theuniqueaspectof
Signalisthatitdoesnotknowany-
thingaboutanyone.“Wecollectno
data,havenoadsever,andarenot
drivenbyprofit.”

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,JANUARY22

MARKING AN escalation of
the slugfest between the
Australian government and
globaltechplatformsoverthe
sharing of royalties with
newspublishers, Google has
threatened to remove its
searchenginefromthecoun-
try, and Facebook has said it
could block Australian users
frompostingorsharingnews
links if proposed norms on
royalty payments are rolled
out. Representatives of both
techmajorswere appearing
at a Senate hearing in
CanberraonFriday.
The showdown is being

closelywatched by
regulatorsanddigital
platformsacross ge-
ographies.
PolicymakersinIndia
have so far focussed
onthedominanceof
intermediaries such
asGoogleandFacebook,which
are positioned in away that
serviceproviderscannotreach
customers except through
theseplatforms.
The issuesbeing thrashed

outinAustraliaandelsewhere
couldhave broader implica-
tions for the regulationof the
digitaleconomyinIndiainthe
longerterm.Asubstantialdis-
cussionontheimpactofinter-
mediary platforms on the
healthof newsmediaoutlets
is yet to commence in any
meaningfulwayhere.
AccordingtoaFICCI-EYre-

porton India’smediaanden-
tertainment sector for 2020,
thereare300millionusersof
onlinenewssites, portals and
aggregators in the country—
makingupapproximately46
percentof Internetusersand
77 per cent of smartphone
users in India at the end of
2019.With282millionunique
visitors,Indiaistheworld’ssec-
ond largest onlinenewscon-
suming nation after China.
Payingfornewsfeedbyit-

selfappearstobelessofanis-
sue for the tech giants, given
that Google entered a new
agreementtopaynewspubli-
cationsinFrancejusthoursbe-
forethreateningtoremoveits
search functions inAustralia.
The showdown in Australia
seemscenteredrather,onhow
muchcontrolthesecompanies
would get to retain on their
payoutprocess–operational
aspects such as deciding the
quantum of payments for
newsfeedsources,andhaving
torevealchangesintheiralgo-
rithms.Hefty finesproposed
by Canberra are being seen
as an added disincentive.
Theargumentmadebythe

companiesintheSenatehear-
ingsisthatthemediaindustry
isalreadybenefitingfromtraf-
fic being routed to themby

eachof thedigital platforms,
and that the new rules pro-
posed by the Australian au-
thoritieswouldexpose them
to“unmanageablelevelsof fi-
nancialandoperationalrisk.”
The fundamental differ-

enceintheapproachtakenby
the French and Spanish au-
thorities on the issue is that
they’vespecificallylinkedpay-
ments to copyright,without
putting a forcing device into
the agreements. Australia’s

code is almost en-
tirely focussed on
bargainingpowerof
newsoutlets vis-a-
vis the techmajors,
andhas somecoer-
civefeaturesaswell.
Australian regula-

tors had initially proposed a
voluntarycodeofconduct,but
havesincesteppeduppressure
citingthe“unequalbargaining
position”betweennewsme-
diaoutletsandtechplatforms
that could prevent the code
fromgettingimplementedon
avoluntarybasis.
In a statementearlier this

week,Googlesaiditsnewplat-
formNewsShowcase,which
ismadeupofstorypanelsthat
giveparticipatingpublishers
theability topackage the sto-
ries that appear within
Google’snewsproducts, now
hasonboardover450publica-
tionsacrossadozencountries.
These include Le Monde, Le
Figaro,andLibérationinFrance;
El Cronista and La Gaceta in
Argentina; TAG24 and
SachsischeZeitunginGermany;
and Jornal do Commercio, a
newspaperfromPernambuco
in Brazil. In December, the
companyannounceditwould
“soonstartofferingpeopleac-
cess to paywalled content in
partnershipwith selectnews
publishers”.Thecompanyhad
saiditwouldpayparticipating
partnerstoprovidelimitedac-
cess topaywalledcontent for
NewsShowcaseusers.
InIndia,digitaladvertising

spends in 2019 grew24 per
centyear-on-yeartoRs27,900
crore, according to EY esti-
mates,andareexpectedtofur-
thergrowtoRs51,340croreby
2022.Globally, Facebookand
Google together command
61percentofthemarketshare
indigitaladspends,according
toEdelweissResearch;Google
leads with a 37 per cent
marketshare.
In a separate note,

Edelweisssaidthatitexpected
digitalspendstobefurtherac-
celerated ledbya substantial
jumpinonlineactivityfurther
accentuatedbyCovid-19.

SECTORWATCH
ONLINENEWS

In Google and FB’s
Australian tussle,
issues of concern
for India as well

PRODUCTION-LINKED INCENTIVESCHEME
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AFTERHITTINGthe50,000-level
on Thursday, stockmarkets on
Fridaycameundersellingpressure
amidweak globalmarkets and
persistentworriesoverCovidpan-
demicandeconomicrecovery.The
benchmarkSensexfell746points,
or1.50percent, to48,878.54and
the Nifty50 plummeted 218
points,or1.50percent,to14,371.90
onacross-the-boardselling.
Thebenchmarkequityindices

ended lower for the second
straightday,correctingfurtheraf-
ter making a record high on
Thursday.Thiswasthebiggestsin-
gle-daydrop for thebenchmarks
in amonth. Friday’s correction
marked the end of an 11-week
gainingstreakforthefrontlinein-
dices,whichwasthelongestsince

2009. Among the sectors, bank,
PSUbank,metalsandrealtyfellthe
mostwhileautoindexgained.
Adding to investorworries,

data showed the flash eurozone
purchasingmanagersindexdrop-
ping in January to a two-month
lowof47.5,comingclosetotheex-
pected 47.6 — from 49.1 in
December. Ajit Mishra, VP-re-

search,ReligareBroking,saidsec-
toral indices traded in tandem
with the benchmark wherein
bankingandmetal endedas the
toplosers.Sellingpressurewasvis-
ible on thebroader front, too, as
they ended in the rangeof 1-1.2
per cent.Meanwhile, the rupee
clawedback lostgroundtowards
thefag-endofthesessionandset-
tledwithamarginal2paisegain
at 72.97against theUSdollar on
Friday,supportedbyeasingcrude
oilprices.
In midday trading on Wall

Street, theDow Jones Industrial
Average fell 117.4points, or 0.38
percent,to31,058.61,theS&P500
lost6.81points,or0.18percent,to
3,846.26 and the Nasdaq
Compositedropped14.89points,
or 0.11per cent, to13,516.03.The
risk-offmoodfollowedaperiodof
reliefafterthetransitionofpower
intheUnitedStates.

FALLS FOR2NDDAY

49,594.95

48,878.54

9:15AM 3:30PM

Sensex(intra-day)

Global cues, selling pressure
pull Sensex down by 746 pts

RBIproposes4-tierstructure
fortighterregulationofNBFCs

TheRBIhasproposed
classificationofNPAsof
base layerNBFCs from
180to90daysoverdue. File

■Aurobindo
Pharmaceuticals

■ KarnatakaAntibiotics
andPharmaceuticalsLtd

■ KinvanPvtLtd

THE COMPANIES

Self-reliance push:
3 cos to manufacture
priority bulk drugs

Office of RUDSICO, External Aided
Project (RUIDP)

Rajasthan Urban Drinking Water Sewerage and Infrastructure Corporation Ltd. (RUDSICO)
Address:- AVS Building, Jawahar Circle, JLN Marg, Jaipur - 302017

Ph.- 141 2721966, Fax No.: 141 2721919
E-mail:- mail.ruidp@rajasthan.gov.in Website:- www.ruidp.raiasthan.gov.in

CIN : U74999 RJ2004SGC019961
No. F3 (301)(74)/RUIDP/PMU/Ph-IV/Third party inspection/12051 Date: 13.01.2021

Invitation for Proposals (IFP) for Third Party
Inspection Services under RUIDP

1. India has applied for financing from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) toward
the cost of Rajasthan Secondary Towns Development Sector Project (RSTDSP -
RUIDP Phase IV). The Project will invest in the rehabilitation and expansion of
water supply, sewerage, drainage, heritage and other works component as
identified by Government in about 42 secondary towns of the State.

2. Local Self Government (LSGD), GoR through RUIDP, the executing agency, now
propose to engage agencies for Third Party Inspection Services (TPIS) for Pre
dispatch inspections at Manufacturer’s works for Rajasthan Secondary Towns
Development Sector Project (RSTDSP, RUIDP Phase-IV) and Rajasthan Urban
Sector Development Program (RUSDP-RUIDP Phase-III).

3. Inspecting Agency will be selected using Least Cost Selection basis from among
the eligible and qualified bidders. Technical and Financial Proposal for the above
assignment from the reputed firms/ organizations accredited by National
Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies (NABCB) in particular field of
Inspection are invited.

4. The Request for Proposal (RFP) document including Terms of Reference (TOR),
Technical and Financial Proposal forms for submitting the technical and financial
proposals are available at http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and can be
downloaded. The evaluation and qualification criteria and procedure of evaluation
of proposals and award of Contract are included in RFP document.

5. Proposals will be submitted at http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. Pre-bid meeting
will be held at 15-00 hours on 29.01.2021. Proposals will be received upto 15:00
hours on 16.02.2021.

6. Any addendum, clarification to the bidder’s queries and corrigendum etc will be
published at e-proc web site http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. In case there is a
holiday on the day of opening of bid, activities assigned on that date shall be
carried out on the next working day. Sd/-

UID 2021 RFP 0006 (Kumar Pal Gautam)
DIPR/C/523/2021 Project Director

Lot No. Broad Material
Description

Eligible firms
Accredited in field of

inspection

Estimated Cost
(In Lacs)

Lot - 02 RCC Pipes and specials IAF 16 Rs. 125

Spending habits of consumers significantly changed during the pandemic and that too within essential/non-discretionary and
non-essential/discretionary items. The share of discretionary spending had crashed to 15 per cent of total cards spending in April

Source:SBI
Research/PTI

SPENDONoilhascrowdedoutin
Decemberspendingonother
essential itemssuchashealth,
groceryandutilityserviceswhich
wasthetrendinearliermonths

SINGLEBIGGEST factorthathas

driventhischangeisthemassive
spikeininflationbetweenApriland
November,whichonaveragestood
at120bpslowerthanNSOinflation
numbersat6.3percent.Thishas
happenedasspendsonoilhave
crowdedoutotheressential items

URGENTREDUCTION in
oilpricesthroughtax
rationalisationneededotherwise,
“non-discretionaryspendswill

continuetogetdistorted
andcrowdoutdiscretionary
expenses,”accordingto
thereport

‘Soaring fuel prices crowd out
other spends on credit cards’
Massive rise in retail fuel prices crowded out other
discretionary spends on credit cards in December,
according a report by SBI Research

65%
Non-discretionary
spendsoncredit cards
of the total spends,
whilediscretionary
spendinghas fallen
belowthe trend rate
of35per cent

JIO NET PROFIT

■For JioPlatforms,RIL’s
digitalarm,revenue including
accessrevenues for the
quarterwasRs22,858crore,
higherby5.3percent.Thenet
profit for thequarterwasRs
3,489crore, registeringa
growthof15.5percent.

15.5%

RIL Q3 profit rises 12.55%,
Covid eats into revenue

TechgiantGooglehas
threatenedtoremove
itssearchengine
fromAustralia

New Delhi



RFP No. GCSC/MF/2020-21/152
Gujarat Council of Science City
Science City Road, Ahmedabad-380060
Phone: 91-79 29703122
Mail: mail-gcse@gujarat.gov.in
Web: www.scity.gujarat.gov.in

1) GCSC invites Request for Proposal (RFP) for
Renovation and Up-gradation of Existing Musical
Fountain at Science City, Ahmedabad.

2) GCSC invites Request for Proposal (RFP) for
Renovation and Up-gradation of IMAX Theatre at
Science City, Ahmedabad.

Details of the above mentioned RFP can be downloaded
from www.dst.gujarat.gov.in/ www.scity.gujarat.gov.in,
www.gujcost.gujarat.gov.in and www.nprocure.com.
Interested Parties may read and download RFP docu-
ments.
Executive Director 23/01/2021

No.INF/ABD/1335/2021

POOMPUHAR SHIPPING CORPORATION LIMITED

DIPR/468/Tender/2021

GLOBAL TENDER
No. PSC/OPS/PMS/004/2020-21

Notice inviting tender for performance monitoring service
of PSC chartered vessels for a period of one year.
Last date for Receipt : 15.00 hrs. on 24.02.2021
Tender opening : 15.30 hrs. on 24.02.2021
EMD : Rs.1,00,000 (for Indian agencies)

: USD.1500 (for foreign agencies)
Value of Tender : Rs. 68,99,000/-

Prospective bidders are advised to refer our website
www.tamilship.com / www.tntenders.gov.in for specific
transparent details. The condition / requirement mentioned in
the website shall meet out by the bidders. This advertisement is
and invitation for bid only. The details given in the website are
comprehensive.

Further, all communications will be updated through our
web site only.

GENERAL MANAGER (OPS)

(A Government of Tamilnadu Enterprise)
692, (Old No. 473), Anna Salai, IV Floor, Nandanam, Chennai - 600 035.

Ph: 2433 0505, 2433 0807; Fax: 2434 4593, 2433 5706
E-mail : pscship@gmail.com / pscship@dataone.in

CIN : U63090TN1974PLC006596

Dated: 22 .01.2021
TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE

Tender Notice issued vide the Reference No.4/F/F&R/T.
No.9,10,11/2020-21 dated 7.01.2021 which was published in daily
newspaper on 10.01.2021 for the auction sale of mortgaged assets of
M/s. Vijay Crates & Containers Pvt. Ltd., R.S.No.138/3A & 138/3B,
Chittoor Road, Valakkanampudi Village, R.K. Pettai Taluk, Thiruvallur
District that was taken possession by SIPCOT U/s.29 of State
Financial Corporations Act 1951, alone is hereby cancelled due to
administrative reasons.
DIPR/ 483 /TENDER/2021

STATE INDUSTRIES PROMOTION CORPORATION OF TAMILNADU
19-A, RUKMANI LAKSHMIPATHY ROAD, EGMORE, CHENNAI - 600 008.

GENERAL MANAGER (F)

SAINIK SCHOOL KAPURTHALA (PUNJAB)
CBSE AFFILIATION NO 1680001

Phone No - 01822-230184
Recruitment Notice - Female Candidates only

1. The Recruitment of the following posts on contractual basis for one year for female candidates as per details given below: -

2. For detailed advertisement and application form, please Visit school website: www.sskapurthala.com.
3. The school administration reserves the right to cancel all or any of the vacancies due to non-availability of suit-

able candidates or administrative/policy reasons.
Principal

SSKP-413

Particulars

Reservation

Last date for
submission of
application form

Consolidated Pay

Essential
qualification

Age

Fees along with
application form

01 x Matron

OBC

16 Feb 2021

Rs 20,000/-

Essential. Should have passed Matriculation or equiv-
alent examination and should be able to converse fluent-
ly in English. Desirable. (i) BA/B Sc / B Com degree (ii)
Attainments in sports / Art / Music (iii) Mature ladies with-
out encumbrances and with experience of handling chil-
dren with affection will be preferred. (iv) Individual able to
speak fluently in English will be given preference.

18 - 50 years of age

General/OBC- Rs. 500/-, SC/ST-Rs 250/-

01 x Nursing Sister

Unreserved

Rs 20,000/-

(i) Nursing Diploma/
Degree (ii) 5 years experi-
ence or ex- service of
Medical Assistant trade
with at least 5 years serv-
ice after Training. (iii)
Individual able to speak
fluently in English will be
given preference.

02 x General
Employees (Ayah)

01 - ST and
01 - Unreserved

Rs 15,500/-

(i) Matriculation or
equivalent
(ii) Will be required
to undergo a physi-
cal and a skill test.

SSKP-413

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL
TERRITORY OF DELHI OFFICE OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF EXCISE., ENTT. & LUXURY
TAX I & N BLOCK, VIKASH BHAWAN, I.P. ESTATE,

NEW DELHI-110002
(COUNTRY LIQUOR BRANCH)

Tender ID: 2021_EXC_199043_1.

E-Tender for procurement of country Liquor
in NCT of Delhi (2021-22)

1- Tenders (online Tenders) are invited for
procurement of country liquor in National Capital
Territory of Delhi. The Notice inviting Tender (NIT)
has been uploaded and available alongwith the
terms and conditions and tender form. lt can be
seen at downloaded from the website:
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in. The last
date of uploading the Tender document is
03/02/2021 upto 11.00 A.M.

All the tenderers are requested to have digital
certification and to get themselves registered
with Delhi govt. e-procurement portal. The
application service provider can be contacted at
“Help Desk” for registration, training (if required)
on any working day between 9.30 AM to 6.00 PM
at
Help Desk
6th floor C Wing, Vikash Bhawan-ll.
Near Metcafe House)
Civil Lines, Delhi
Phone No. 23813523

Sd/-
(RAHUL SINGH)

EXCISE COMMISSIONER
DIP-SHABDARTH-0570-20-21
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CROSSWORD4335

ACROSS
1 Call thebossan instigatorof
trouble (10)

6 Nuts-crackalmondstostart
with (4)

10Hedoesn’twin inaclose-run
race (5)

11 Sucharite is suitedtoasolemn
sacrament (9)

12Playful recreationwhichtakes
adeal togetstarted(4,4)

13Mails sorted for the
Mohammedanworld (5)

15Wreckagrounddespite
exercisingcaution(2,5)

17 Cunningactionmadewiththe
French inview(7)

19 Itmayappearsmartonthe
sternof aboat (7)

21 Hackneyedtournow
reorganised(7)

22 Outofpractice,but tryus
anyway(5)

24Remarkinguponamixtureof
ginandtonic (8)

27 It soundsabeastly formof
warfare (9)

28 Rascalwithastrange love
urge! (5)

29 Tom’s firstbeeraccount (4)
30 Sexgeneproducesacriminal
(10)

DOWN
1 It’smadetomeasure (4)
2 Lostagainmaybe,and longing
togethome(9)

3 Sensationalpieceof luck
getting free (5)

4 Beaclumsy fat loverofHeloise
(7)

5 Theyproducepicturesaround
Chester (7)

7 MarieLouiseembraces the
spiritof Shakespeare
(5)

8 Menofmanyparts
(10)

9 Clearevidenceofwhataship is
carrying(8)

14Not leftoutat thestart,being
outspoken(10)

16 Theytestmetal foraship,
takingyearsperhaps (8)

18 Usualwish forahappy
retirement? (4,5)

20 Fellowinnoconditiontowork
onatoughpaper (7)

21 Toargueabout indecent
behaviour (7)

23Wellupwith inflation
(5)

25 It’sabout time! (5)
26 Asolar-poweredcycle?
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Accordingto the
theoryof the
harmonyof the
spheres,whenthe

planetsarearranged insucha
taut fashiontheyplayavery
delicate tune.This iswhyyour
difficultiesmaysoeasily
becomemassiveadvantages. It
is strange,asyou'lldiscover, the
waythat fortunecanchangeat
amoment'snotice.

TAURUS(Apr.21-May21)
This isoneof those
profoundmoments
whentheplanets
drawyourattention

tohigherspiritual truths. If
you're in tunewithyour
celestialpatternsyou'll actonly
outof thehighestofmotives.
But, in relationships,what
mattersmost isamental
rapport, a sense thatyouand
yourpartnerareonthe
samewavelength.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Themoment isnow
absolutelyperfect
forawindfallof
somekind.The

Geminiwhodoesn'tendthe
weekendricher,orat least
feelingmuchmoreprosperous,
willbearareandunfortunate
creature.Evenyour
relationshipswillbe tangledup
withwhatyoucanafford.

CANCER(June22- July23)
It isdifficult to
imaginemore
helpful stars than
thosewhich

currentlyoccupyyourchart.
Your lunarpicture isprofoundly
auspicious,especially for those
of youwhoarehavingaparty
thisweekend.Plus, a secret
ambitionwillmoveonevery
discreet step forward.

LEO(July24-Aug.23)
Youhaveplayedto
win-althoughthe
resultshavenot
alwaysbeenexactly

whatyouexpected.Your
current feelingsdon't reflect
yourrealachievements, so look
onthebrightside. Is theglass
half empty-orhalf full? Itall
dependsonhowyoulookat it,
doesn't it?

VIRGO(Aug.24-Sept.23)
Youmayappear to
be just slightly
muddled-perhaps
becauseyourmindis

elsewhere.Eventsover thenext
fewdayswill showthat the
correctapproach is flexibleand
romantic.Ata timewhenyour
moodisabout tochange
dramatically,you'lldowell to
keepyouroptionsopen.

LIBRA(Sept.24-Oct.23)
If youare totally
resistant tochange
youwillbeoblivious
to today'semotional

planetarypicture,but if youare
readytomoveon,youwill
realise that life isbecoming
moreadventurousbytheday.
Someofyouwillbedrivenby
professionalambitions today,
othersbyaneedtocometop in
yourcommunity.

SCORPIO(Oct.24-Nov.22)
Itmaybeagood idea
toallowothers'
needsathomeorat
worktotake

precedenceoveryours.The
reward forsuchselflessnesswill
followsoon!Plus,youwillboth
avoidanumberofproblems
andfindnewvistasopeningup.
And,oncethathappens,you'll
bereadyto leap into the future.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.23-Dec.22)
Theentireworldwill
be inaSagittarian
frameofmind.
Mercury teamsup

with Jupiter, yourrulingplanet,
inamarvellouspatternwhich
enablesyoutoseize the
advantage.Andnotbefore time,
youmightsay.Yet,while the
pace ishottingup, theplanets
soundawarningagainst
impatience.

CAPRICORN(Dec.23- Jan.20)
It's a confusing sort
of a time. Partners
may lack judgment,
but theirwordswill

contain a coreofwisdomthat
you'd ignore at yourperil.
Rarelydo the stars combine
such spiritual depthwith
amazingpotential for
pleasure. Plus, a spot of
shopping therapymay lighten
theatmosphere!

AQUARIUS(Jan.21-Feb.19)
Spareathought for
yourgeneral stateof
health,both
emotionaland

physical, andgetyourself into
shapeatevery levelof your
being.Happily, romantic trends
arepositivebutquiet. Thatgives
youthechancetohaveyour
waywithaminimumof fuss.

PISCES(Feb.20-Mar20)
It's time to set free
what the
psychologists call
your 'inner child'.

Artistic Pisceans should be on
top form. Even those Fish
whohavenot learnt a
particular creative skill, should
be introducingmore
spontaneity, colour and fun,
andpossibly a dash of culture,
into everyday life.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
____isonlyaninstrumenttobeused,notadeitytobeworshipped-CalvinCoolidge(10)

SOLUTION:REFER,HOIST,STUMPY,PROMPT
Answer:Prosperityisonlyaninstrumenttobeused,notadeitytobeworshipped-
CalvinCoolidge

EEERR MPSUTY

HTIOS MORTPP

SolutionsCrossword4334:Across:1Cordial,5Padre,8Facetious,9Nat,10Stem,
12Magician,14Pathos,15Bertha,17Admitted,18Dyak,21Rib,22Architect,24
Elect,25Nunnery.Down:1Cafes,2Roc,3Iota,4Loofah,5Pastimes,6Dentistry,7
Estonia,11Estimable,13Contract,14Prairie,16Deacon,19Kitty,20Sign,23Eye.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

Government of Gujarat
Narmada Water Resources, Water Supply and

Kalpsar Department
Tender Notice No.29 of 2020-2021

1 Name of work Renovation & upgradation of HT, LT power
supply (including replacing old overhead
conductors by new underground cables),
transformers, LT panel, APFC panel, external
lighting (including new LED flood lights on
existing high mast poles, New LED street-
light fittings with new poles at dykes1, 2, 3,
4 and inside dam campus), Replacement of
Passenger elevatorfor gallery inspection
and other miscellcous electrical works like
point wiring, fans, light fittings etc. at the
Dharoi dam and Dharoi colony, at Dharoi,
Dist. Mahesana, Gujarat Estimated cost
(Rs. 3 crore)

2 Date of Online 08/0212021 to 08/03/2021 up to 16.00
Tender Submission Hrs.

3 Last Date of 09/03/2021 to 16/03/2021 up to 18.00
Submission of Hrs.
Physical Document

4 Office Name and Executive Engineer, Irri. Mech. Div. No.7,
address ''Bahumali Bhavan'', B-Block, 4th Floor,

Manjushree Mill compound, Girdharnagar,
Asarwa, Ahmedabad-380004,
Phone No. (079-29703375)

Any kind of amendments will be published only on online & will be
final & binding to all. For further details, contact to this office during
office hours. Detailed Tender Notice can also be seen on
www.statetenders.com and www.nwr.nprocure.com

No.INF/ABD/1314/2021

National Innovation
Foundation-India
Grambharti, Amrapur, Gandhinagar-Mahudi
Road, Gandhinagar, Gujarat-382650
Notice Inviting Tender No. NIF/2021/ADM/001

TENDER No. NIF/2021/ADM/001- Sealed
tenders are invited for Supply of
Machines, Equipment's and Software's for
Workshop. Last date & time of bid
submission is 12.02.2021 at 1000 Hrs.

S/D Director
davp 36118/11/0001/2021

Government of Gujarat
Narmada Water Resources, Water Supply and

Kalpsar Department
Tender Notice No.7 of 2020-2021

1 Name of work SuppIy, lnstallation,Testing and
Commissioning of D.G. Set 320 KVA-2
Nos. at-Dharoi dam site and Supply,
Installation, Testing and Commissioning of
40 H. P. Polder submersible pump set 2
Nos with required all acccssories etc. in
Drainage gallery at Dharoi Dam site. Dist.-
Mahesana, Gujarat
Estimated cost Rs. 72,00,000/-

2 Date of Online 08/0212021 to 08/03/2021 up to 16.00
Tender Submission Hrs.

3 Last Date of 09/03/2021 to 16/03/2021 up to 18.00
Submission of Hrs.
Physical Document

4 Office Name and Executive Engineer, Irri. Mech. Div. No.4,
address ''Bahumali Bhavan'', B-Block, 4th Floor,

Manjushree Mill compound, Girdharnagar,
Asarwa, Ahmedabad-380004,
Phone No. (079-29703314)

Any kind of amendments will be published only on online & will be
final & binding to all. For further details, contact to this office during
office hours. Detailed Tender Notice can also be seen on www.state-
tenders.com and www.nwr.nprocure.com No.INF/ABD/1320/2021

NOTICE
Regt. No. 100050428 CT/GD NEERAJ KUMAR S/o SH.
RAJBIR CHOUDHARY, VILL- H.NO.- 190/1/B SEC-23
SANJAY NAGAR, PO-KAVI NAGAR, PS- KAVI
NAGAR, DISTT- GHAZIABAD (UTTAR PRADESH)-
201002 is hereby informed that you have been
absenting from 22ND BN I.T.B.P. Force Tigri Camp New
Delhi w.e.f. 08.01.2020 without permission of the
competent authority. You were directed to report for duty
in the office of the undersigned, but you did not report
for duty till date. Thus a Court of Inquiry was ordered
against you and as per recommendation of the Court of
Inquiry you were declared Deserter w.e.f. 08.01.2020.
2. You are hereby directed to report for duty in the unit
at 22ND Bn Tigri Camp, New Delhi-80 within 30 days of
the publication of the notice, failing which you will be
dismissed from service without further notice.

Sd/-
Commandant

davp 19112/11/0184/2021 22nd Bn. ITB Police

New Delhi
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ZIDANETESTSPOSITIVEFORCOVID-19
SpanishclubRealMadrid’scoachandformerfootballerZinedine
ZidanehastestedpositiveforCovid-19, theLaLigaclubrevealedon
Friday.TheFrenchmanwillnowenteraperiodofself-isolation.
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SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JANUARY22

SATWIKSAIRAJ RANKIREDDY is thrilled to
be on the badminton court with his strat-
egy: attack, attack. He doesn't actually go
ballistic, tryingtomangleeveryshuttlethat
floats in his orbit. He can sting even stand-
ing, like someone catching a butterfly. But
the burly enforcer knows the thunderous
trick that bulges up his sleeve - his ability
tokill a rallywithone swingof the axe, the
momenthepleases.
On Saturday, along with his partners

Ashwini PonappaandChirag Shetty, Satwik
provided Indianbadminton the solid rocket
booster separation - for the first time two
doubles pairings will be in semifinals of a
Super 1000. Singles players PV Sindhu and
SameerVermaexitedbeforethebusinessend
kicked in, losingtheirquarters.
It'stakenawhile,butIndiandoublespair-

ings have finally taken centrestage. Satwik-

Ashwini beat their quarterfinal opponents
WorldNo.7MalaysianopponentsPengSoon
Chan--Liu Ying Goh 18-21, 24-22, 22-20
shirkingoff acoupleofmatchpoints.
ThisistheCWGchampionmixeddoubles

pairing's first Super 1000 semifinal, India's
best result on the circuit in XD in a dozen
years. Jwala Gutta - V Diju hadmade the
SuperSeries finals in2009.
Moreexpectedly,Satwikcombinedwith

Chirag Shetty to beat backMalaysian Ong
YewSin - Teo Ee Yi 21-18, 24-22 in 37min-
utes, where they looked scratchy, but did
whatall topinternationalpairsdo-winona
badday.
AlltalkofSatwikneedingtofocusonone

event looking ahead at theOlympics,might
runintoamassivewall:Satwik'schoice.
"We didn't see our opponents. Doesn't

matter ifwe loseorwin,"hewouldsayafter
knocking off theMalaysianswhoheld their
threematch-points, likematch sticks flam-
ing too close to the finger:with great trepi-
dation.

The reason was Satwik standing right
thereatthenet-witharacquetforaringmas-
ter'swhip."Oncourtwejustwanttoplay100
percent. If we lose also, doesn'tmatter. One
yearweareresting.Sowewanttoplaymore
matches,moretournaments.That'smystrat-
egy,"hewouldsay.
Ashwini hadworkedupnervous energy

thatwreckedhercomposure.Butshebrings
themost precious commodity to this part-
nership-herhonesty.So,sheletSatwiktake
over. "Satwik held his nerves.Minewere all
overtheplace.Hetookcharge.Hedealtwith
situationsmuch better. I was a little too ex-
cited,alittletooeager,soendedupmakinga
few easymistakes.When needed, hewas
calm,"shetoldBWF.
Satwik's attack is the sort that canmake

match-pointsseeminflammablebecauseop-
ponentsrealisehewillroarandrevuphisat-
tackfromhalfametreaway.Satwikusedthe
bulky smash to put themunder pressure in
the second, and the confidence carried him
throughtotheend.
LiuYingGohisformidablebutrecuperat-

ing frombackpain. Shewouldparryattacks
from Satwik andwas engaged in some top
notch repartee shotswith Ashwini, but the
Indiansmanagedtounsettle their focus.
Satwik was only warming up for the

men's doubles pairing of Malaysians. The
Indianswouldtrailatadwiththeirattacklos-

ing its stingathalfwaystagesof bothsets, as
theMalaysiansdefendedwell.
Shettywould help hold on steering the

gametowardsvariationsmashes,cuttingon
the pace and drops. But Satwikwould soon
fetch up right next to him on the forecourt
andpushthembacktofinishinstraightsets.
"First time I'm playing bothmen's dou-

blesandmixeddoubles semis.Veryexcited.
It'llbereallychallenging.Illbeready.Wehave
tokeepcalm,"hewouldsay.
Theman is 20, fit and raring to slay two

events. It'll be pointless towrap theHulk in
cottonwoolandaskhimtorationhisragefor
justoneevent.

Sindhu ready for finals
PV Sindhumade plenty of unforced er-

rorslosing21-13,21-9,toIntanonRatchanok,
with her lifts going all over the place to exit
ThailandSuper1000onFriday.Buttheweek-
end'sbestusedtoprepareforthebigonenext
week --World Tour Finals. "Didn't play 100
pc.Made a lot of unforced errors. It was 13-

14 at one point but I continuously gave her
points.Therewererallies,butthoseliftswere
going out. I was playing comfortably earlier
but they kept going out. I was nervous and
madesimpleerrors."

Sameer ‘Warrior’
AndersAntonsenwhosefocuswasinand

out throughout his match with Sameer
Verma, had a tough timequelling the oppo-
nentandhisslingydefense."Sameerisawar-
rior.Toughmatch,"hewouldsay,astheIndian
wrungoutAntonsen'sdepletingreservesand
pushedhimtotheveryendinthemostexcit-
ingmatch of the day. Defending every shot
andtransitioningmanyretrievesintowinners,
SameerwouldleaveAntonsengasping.
Atonepoint theWorldNo.4Danewould

tell his coach quite astounded that Sameer
was picking the tough shots, butwas a tad
vulnerablewhengoingfortheeasykills.The
Indian'sprecisionwasn'tthebest.Buthedis-
sectedeveryAntonsenattackfor80oddmin-
utesbeforegoingdown13-21,21-19,20-22.

Olympic-size dilemma
AsorganiserspressaheadwiththeOlympics, anticipationmakeswayforanxietyonground

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI,JANUARY22

AROUNDTHIS time last year, a Japanese city
roughly400kmfromTokyowaspreparingto
roll out the red carpet for a part of India’s
Olympics-boundcontingent.
Yogaworkshopswerebeingheldacrossthe

townandfoodrecipesplayedoutonlocalchan-
nelsastheresidentsofKurobetriedtounder-
standIndianculturebeforetheywouldhostthe
archeryteaminthebuild-uptotheGames.
Ayear on, the cultural sensitisationdrive

hasbeenputon thebackburner. Instead, the
peopleinKurobearefamiliarisingthemselves
withpandemic protocols. “Iwent there last
week for a yogaworkshop. People there are
anxious aboutwhat’s going tohappen,” says
RandeepRakwal,aprofessorattheUniversity
of Tsukubawho is also the liaison between
KurobecityofficialsandIndia’ssportsministry.

Organisersdetermined,peopleworried
OnFriday, after The Times reported that

Japanwas looking tocancel theOlympicsbe-
causeof thepandemic, thecountry’s govern-
mentsaid inastatementthat ‘PrimeMinister
(Yoshihide)Sugahasexpressedhisdetermina-
tiontoholdtheGames.’
A day earlier, International Olympic

Committee (IOC)presidentThomasBach too
hadsaidtheGameswouldgoaheadassched-
uled,fromJuly23toAugust9.
“Wehave,atthismoment,noreasonwhat-

soever tobelieve that theOlympicGames in
Tokyowillnotopenonthe23rdof July.This is
whythereisnoPlanB,”BachtoldKyodoNews.
But on the ground, the anticipation for the
world’sbiggest sportingeventhasmadeway
for anxiety. “I feel people aremoreworried
now,” Japan’shockeycoachSiegfriedAikman
tellsThe IndianExpress fromthe team’s train-
ingbase inKakamigahara. “In theareawhere
wetrain, there isnoCovid.But the increasing
casesinTokyoareaconcernformany.”
Rakwal,aDelhi-bornJapaneseresident,adds

thatpublicopinionabout theOlympics “was
notsogoodevenbeforethepandemic.”Now,it
hasworsened.Inapollearlierthismonth,more
than80per centof Tokyoresidents said they
wantedtheGamestobeeitherpostponed(44.8
percent)orcancelled(35.3percent).

Safetyandmonetary issues
Thereasonsforthisarevarious,accordingto

Rakwal,butprimarilybecauseofthehealthand
financial stress caused by the pandemic.
“Peoplewonderhowthingswillbemanagedif

doublethenumberofpeoplelandupinTokyo
foramonth. Joblossesaresevere,povertyhas
increasedandcomeout in theopen,”he tells
thispaper.TheissuesextendbeyondtheGames
themselves. AsperKyodoNews,athletes and
supportstafffromroughly180countriesareto
behostedbyapproximately500municipali-
ties across Japanunder theTokyoOlympics’
host-towninitiative.
OneofthehosttownsisKurobeandRakwal

saysthereareunderlyingconcerns inthecity,
a virtual Covid-free zone, abouthosting ath-
letesfromacountrywithmorethan10million
cases.Thetownofficialsarescramblingtoput
inplaceaplantocreateasecureenvironment
fortheIndianarchers,whichhastobesubmit-
tedtotheGamesorganisersnextmonth.
“TheyarewonderinghowmanyPCRtests

to conduct onplayers,what should be their
modeoftransport,howtomonitorthem,who
willbethepeopletotakecareofthem…They
donotknowwhattodobecausetheyhavenot
experienced this; they are in remote areas
which are almost Covid-free,” Rakwal says.
Publicinteractionwasthemostimportantas-
pectofthehost-towninitiative.Indianarchers
weretovisitpeopleattheirhomes,sharemeals
andmeetchildrenduringtheirstay. “Thatbe-
comesverydifficultnow,”hesays.

Ready toplay?
Aikman,theDutchcoachofJapan’shockey

team,points to theother issue–preparation

leadinguptotheOlympics.
TheOlympicsaretheendproductofarig-

orousqualifyingsystem,whichhasgonehay-
wirebecauseofthepandemic.Sofar,onlyfour
sports– cycling, equestrian, hockeyandsoft-
ball–havecompletedtheirqualifyingevents.
Fortheremaining29,thetimelineshavebeen
extendedandprocessesmodified.Butthepre-
vailing travel restrictionsandprotocolsmean
itisstillnotclearifqualifyingforallsportswill
becompletedintime.
And for those who have qualified, like

Aikman’sAsianGameschampions, thereare
fewopportunities toplaymatches. Japanhas
imposed restrictions on teamsentering the
countryandgettingclearancestoplayoverseas
hasbecome tougher after the emergenceof
newvirusstrains.
“Weareallowed topractise and thereare

tournamentsbeingplayedwithinJapan.Butit
is almost ayear sincewe lastplayedan inter-
nationalmatch,”Aikmansays.

Political call
The futureof theTokyoGames, according

toRaySaitofromthefacultyofcultureandsport
policyattheToinUniversityinYokohama,will
also be influenced by the general elections
scheduledlaterthisyear.Thecancellationcosts,
SaitotoldTheTicketpodcast,wouldswaypub-
licopinionaswell.
With Tokyo’s reputation on the line and

moneyat stake for the IOC, theorganisersare

pressingaheadwiththeGames,withtheonly
pointofcontentionbeingwhethertoallowfans
fromabroad.
AsahiShimbun reportedonFridaythatthe

organisingcommitteehascomeupwiththree
options regarding spectator numbers at the
venues:nolimit,50percentcapacity,ornofans
at all. The final decision in this regardwill be
takenbyMarch-end,itsaid.

Satwik the enforcer helps doubles stars earn their stripes

Mathews rolls back years, steadies Lanka
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
COLOMBO,JANUARY22

ANUNBEATENhundredbyAngeloMathews
helped Sri Lanka to 229-4 at stumps Friday
on the first day of the second test against
England.Mathewscameintobatat7-2after
James Anderson had dismissed both Kusal
Perera (6) and Oshada Fernando (0) in the
morning session. The formerSri Lanka cap-
tainwasthentestedbyaprobingspellof fast
bowling by MarkWood, who had him in
trouble with a couple of short deliveries.
Woodwas constantly bowling toMathews
onmiddleandleg-stumpwithaleg-gullyin
placeexpecting thebatsmanto flickone.
Mathews did not take the bait but a

bouncer struck his glove and landedwhere
there was no fielder before crossing the
boundary rope. That brought upMathews'
half-century.
"Welosttheopenersearlyunfortunately

andwe just had to see through a few overs
and get the ball slightly older and look for
runs," Mathews said. "Scoring runs was
toughalthoughthewicketwasflat.England
were on the money not giving away too
many looseballs."
LahiruThirimannegavesolidsupportto

Mathews. Sri Lanka added 69 runs for the

thirdwicket before Anderson struck in the
secondballafterlunchasThirimannenicked
one to thewicketkeeper.
Stand-incaptainDineshChandimalthen

joinedMathewsandtheduoproduceda117-
runstand for the fourthwicket.
Wood was persisting with some high

quality fast bowling on a flat wicketwhere
therewashardlyanyassistancefortheseam
bowlers.
He had Chandimal in trouble with a

bouncerthathitthebatsmanonthehead.His
perseverance paid off when he trapped
Chandimal leg beforewicket. The batsman,
whomade52 for his 20thhalf-century, un-
successfully reviewedthedecision.
"It was hard work bowling out there,"

Woodsaid. "Thispithwas tougher thanthe
lastone.Weknewitwasgoingtobeharder.
Theyplayedwell and it didn't spin asmuch
as it did in the first test.We intend tomake
early inroads tomorrowmorning."
Mathews,whomissedSriLanka'srecent

tourofSouthAfricawithahamstringinjury,
reachedhis11th testhundredand the third
against Englandwith a single off Jack Leach
topointregion.Itwashisfirsttesthundredin
Galle, a venuewhere he hadmade his test
debut12yearsago.
England took the new ball soon after it

was available butweren't able tomake the
breakthrough as Niroshan Dickwella and
Mathewswereinvolvedinanunfinished36
runstand for the fifthwicket.
The Sri Lankanwicketkeeper has been

promotedtosixth inthisseriesandisunder
fire after a string of rash strokes brought
abouthisdismissal in recent tests.
Anderson finishedwith 3-24. Ten of his

19oversweremaidens.
BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka 229 for 4
(Mathews107*,Dickwella19*)vsEngland.

AngeloMathews broughtuphis fifth
Testcenturyonhomesoilandthefirst
againstEngland. Reuters

Chennai Tests
behind closed doors
KOLKATA: CLOSED-DOORS TESTS, three
roundsof Covid testing in the lead-upto the
first game, teamhotel blocked for outsiders
– India’s home international season is set to
commenceinafortnight.Afteragapofnearly
a year-and-a-half – the last home Testwas
played inNovember 2019 – Indiawould be
hosting a home Test series, and the Tamil
NaduCricketAssociation(TNCA)secretaryRS
RamasaamyconfirmedthatthefirsttwoTests
of the four-match series against England, to
beplayed inChennai,wouldbeheldbehind
closeddoors.
“We have been instructed (by the

BCCI) that crowds would not be allowed.
Not even the press would be allowed.
That’s the situation now,” Ramasaamy
told The Indian Express.
TheBCCI,however,isnotincreasingthehost-

ingfeeforthestagingassociation,whichremains
Rs2.5crorepergameandwithoutfanstheTNCA
wouldmissoutongate receipts–nearlyRs1
croreoverfivedaysbyaroughestimate.
“Both teams are staying at the Leela

Palace. The entire hotel has been blocked.
Uponarrival, theywill undergoCovid tests
followed by two more rounds of testing
(before the match). This is applicable to
everybody, including some of the ground
staff,” the TNCA secretary said. ENS

JapanandtheIOCstoodfirmontheircommitmenttohosttheOlympicsthisyear. Reuters

WiththeInternationalOlympic
Committee(IOC)andtheJapanese
governmentputtingtheirfootdown
andinsistingthattherescheduled
GameswillopenonJuly23,theques-
tionishowwilltheylook.
Amidstalltheuncertaintyoverthe

Olympics,whatisknownforsuresofar
isthattheGameswillbefardifferent
fromanyofthepreviouseditions.The
openingceremonywillbescaled
down,athleteswillbeadvisedtocome
aslateandleaveasearlyaspossible,
theirmovementwillberestrictedin-
sidetheGamesVillage,andonlyhalfof
the11,000-oddathleteswillbeapart
oftheopeningceremony.Japanese
mediahasreportedtherewillbeclose
to10,000doctorsandnursesonsiteat
differentvenues.Thetwounanswered
questions,though,pertaintothequali-
ficationprocess,whichinsomesports
runsuntilJune,andtheprospectof
havingfans.Roughly4,700athletesare
stilltomakethecutfortheGamesand
theprocessmightgetcomplexdueto
thepandemic-forcedrestrictions.
Regardingfans,theorganisersare

reportedtobeworkingonscenariosof
havingfullcapacitycrowds,50percent
capacityandemptystadiums.Adeci-
sionisalsopendingonwhethertoal-
lowfansfromoutsideJapanduringthe
Olympics.Onewayoranother,itisex-
pectedthatthefateoftheTokyo
OlympicswillbeknownbyMarch.

Qualifyingachallenge
forathletes

Satwik combinedwith Chirag Shetty
to beat OngYewSin - Teo Ee Yi 21-18,
24-22. Badminton Photo
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OFF-SPINNERRavichandranAshwinspoketo
India'sfieldingcoachRSridharinatwo-partchat
showcalled‘KangarooBhoomi’onhisYouTube
channel, covering the first three Tests in
Adelaide,MelbourneandSydney.Thefrankyet
light-hearteddiscussionwas full of nuggets.
Excerpts

Adelaide,1stTest
SHASTRIONFLOORAFTER
DROPPEDCATCH
Ravichandran Ashwin:Wedropped

some715catchesinthatgame,yourthoughtsas
fieldingcoach?!
RSridhar:IthoughtIwouldlosemyjobaf-

ter thatgame[smiles].Before that, in theone-
dayerswehaddroppedsome363catches!They
were 111 for 7 (Australia's first innings at
Adelaide).Wedropped three catches. Iwas
wonderinghowwillIshowmyfacetothehead
coach(RaviShastri).Buttheheadcoachwasnot
eveninhischair!.Ilookeddownandhewaslit-
erallylyingonthefloor'Arreyaar'heshoutedin
utter disappointment (when Paine was
dropped). Itwasoneof thebest scenesof the
Testmatchforme.

SLAPONCHEEK,HANDONBACK
ANDSUGARPILLS
Ashwin:Ascoacheshowdoyouget the

teamtobounceback?
Sridhar:Firstofallwhenemotionsarerun-

ninghighwedon't react.Youmakebaddeci-
sionswhenemotionsare runninghigh. Ifwe
wanttotellaplayersomethingwerunitbyeach
othertoseeifwearecommunicatingproperly.
Thereisafiltrationprocessamongthefourofus
(bowling coachBharat Arun, batting coach
VikramRathore,Shastri).Eachplayerresponds
differently.Foroneyouputahandontheback,
one you give a slap on the cheek [smiles as
Ashwinplaceshishandonhischeek].A lotof
timesyouhave togive sugarpills also (sugar-
coatedfiring).

‘AAHS’AND‘OOHS’...TOLDPANT
DOESN'TSOUNDGOOD.
Ashwin:Teamwasout for36 inAdelaide

andwastrolled.
Sridhar: This is frommypoint of view.

Overnightwewere 9 for 1. (Rishabh) Pant
wantedtopracticewicket-keeping.Thematch
was to start at 2:30 pm sowe said 'bye' to
MayankAgarwal andwent to thenets. In10
minuteswecouldhear sounds like 'aahs' and
'oohs'.Thenwestartedhearingsoundsforevery
ball.SoItoldRishabh, 'thisdoesn'tsoundgood
letusgoandsee'.Hesaid'yeslet'sgo'.Wewere
likewhathappened.AshwinandVihariarebat-
ting.Ithasbeenjust20minutesright?!

DAY-OFFAFTER36ALLOUT.
Ashwin:AdelaideAlapparaigal (Adelaide

Shenanigans)isover.MissionMelbournebegan
inAdelaideonly.ViratKohliwasleavinglikein
thesecollegefarewells.Wewerelike'evenyou
areleaving?Pleasedon'tgo.[laughs].
Sridhar: Onthedaywewerebowledout

for36,ViratKohlimessagedmeasking 'what
areyoudoing? Itwas12:30am.Headcoach,
Arunsir,Vikramsir,allofusweresittingtogether.
Kohlisaid'Iwillalsocome'.RaviShastrimadea
pointinthatchat. ‘'This36,wearitlikeabadge.
This36,iswhatwillmakethisteamgreat'[mim-
icsShastri’sboisteroustone!]Wewereabitcon-
fusedat that time(laughs).Ajinkya joinedthe
nextmorning.Whenateamisoutfor36,usu-
allyateamstrengthens itsbatting.ButShastri,
Virat andAjinkyadecided to strengthen the
bowling.ViratKohliwasreplacedbyRavindra
Jadeja.Itwasamasterstroke.
Ashwin: Whatwas the thoughtprocess

behindcancelingpractice(dayafter36allout)?
Sridhar:ItwasArunsir'sidea.Hefeltif the

boyspracticed, itwillbeoutof frustrationand
theywill tend tooverthinkandover-analyze
whichisnotgoodfortheirminds.Wehadthat
dinnerthatnightandhadafewgames(dumb
charadesandkaraoke)andgottheboystogether.

Melbourne,2ndTest
‘ASSHHH,GETTHEBALLINTHEFIRST
10OVERS’
Ashwin:InMelbourneTimPainewinsthe

toss...Shastricameintothedressingroomand
boomed,ASSHHHH', 'gettheballinthefirst10
overs'. I thought tomyself 'inMelbournehe
wantsmetobowlinthefirst10overs'.(Ashwin
imitatingShastri) 'Itmightbedamp, itmight
spin,IhavetoldJinks(Rahane)'.Bumrahbowled
agoodspell.Jinksthengavemetheballandthe
firstball Ibowled, it spunalotandbouncedas
well.Iwaslikewow.
Sridhar:Myfirst thoughtwhen I sawyou

bowlandtheballspinningwas'howisRishabh
Pantgoingtokeepagainstyouonthiswicket?'
[smiles].

Sydney,3rdTest
‘SHABASH’SAID249TIMES
Sridhar:WhenyouandVihariwerebatting

we used the word Shabhash 249 times!
(smiles)..Asaballwasbowled, Shastriwould
lean towards the edge of the chair and go
'ShabashAsh!’Panthadputthemontheback-
foot, Puji (Pujara)hadplayedanoutstanding
knock.Ravi Shastri gotannoyedwithVihari’s
injury. 'Howcanhetearhishamstringbyrun-
ningjustasingle?Why?How?(smiles).

THEMESSAGESHARDULNEVER
CONVEYED
Sridhar:RaviShastricallsShardulandtells

him(togiveamessage toAshwinandVihari)
thatAshwinshouldtakecareofthisend(Lyon)
andViharishouldbatfromtheotherend(pac-
ers).'AshwinisthebestbatsmanagainstNathan
Lyoninthisentire team',Shastri said. 'Vihari is
managingStarcandCumminsverywell... ask
themtocontinue'.
Ashwin:Weareoblivious to it... Thakur

comesrunning inandhe ispanting. I tellhim
justtellmewhatthemessageis.Shardulaftera
while says: 'they toldmemany things in the
dressing room, I amnotgoing tosayanyof it.
Youguysarealreadydoingagreat job.Socon-
tinue. 'I toldhim,Isthisthemessage?Whydid
youcomeall thiswayfor this?! (smiles).After
thematch,he tellsmewhat themessagewas
(laughs).

AYoutubevideograbofRaviAshwinandR.Sridhar’schat.

ASHWIN’SCHANNEL

Message Shardul didn’t
deliver, Shastri said
36 is a badge of honour

New Delhi
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