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ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
&SUSHANTKULKARNI
PUNE, JANUARY21

FIVE PEOPLEwere killed after a
major fire engulfed the three
upper floors of a newly-
constructed six-storey building
inside one of the campuses of
Serum Institute of India (SII),
whichisakeyplayerintheglobal
supplies of vaccines against the

novelcoronavirusdisease.
SIICEOAdarPoonawallatold

The Indian Express that the fire
hadcaused“lotsof damage”.
Poonawalla,whoiscurrently

abroad, had earlier said the fire
had not impacted the produc-
tion of Covishield, the Oxford-
AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Five killed in Serum Institute fire,
Covishield production unaffected

Somestaffmembersof theSerumInstituteof Indiaafter thefirebrokeout inoneof thebuildings inPuneonThursday.PTI

Buildinghasrotavirus,BCGlabs;Covid
vaccineunitsonnearbySIIcampus

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
&CHANDANHAYGUNDE
PUNE, JANUARY21

BIPIN SAROJ, whowasworking
on the fourth floor, was among
the first to notice the fire.
“Bhaago,aaglagihai(Run,thereis
a fire), we heard him shout.We
ranouttosaveourlives.Later,we
realisedthatBipinhimselfcould

not make it,” said Sudhanshu,
oneofthesurvivorsinThursday's
fire at Serum Institute of India's
campus inPune.
Saroj, amigrantworker from

UP,wasamongthefivewhodied
in theblaze. Theother fourhave
beenidentifiedasRamaShankar
fromUP, Sushil Kumar Pandey
fromBihar, andMahendra Ingle
andPratikPashte, both residents
ofPunedistrict.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Migrant worker from UP
raised alarm, among dead
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SANDEEPSINGH
&GEORGEMATHEW
NEWDELHI,MUMBAI,
JANUARY21

THE BENCHMARK Sensex
Thursdaybreached the50,000-
markforthefirsttimebeforere-
treating to close at 49,624, a fall
of 167 points or 0.34 per cent
overWednesday’s closing.
The rise and rise of markets

over the last few months has
beendrivenbyacombinationof
externalfactors:globalliquidity,
vaccine hopes, US election out-
come, alongside the growing
strength in the domestic recov-
ery.Butmarketexpertssaidthat
thefactorsshapingitsfuturemo-
mentumwill be the nature of
thegovernment’sspendingpro-
gramme to be unveiled in the

CONTINUEDONPAGE7

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, JANUARY21

CITING THE “growing physical
demands of international
cricket”,theIndiancricketboard
hasintroducedmandatory2-km
timetrialstomeasurespeedand
endurance levels in its training
programme for top players, The
IndianExpresshas learnt.
Itwillnowbemandatoryfor

the BCCI's contracted players
andthosevyingforaplaceinthe
Indian team to clear this trial,
apart from the yo-yo test, to be
picked in thesquad.
“The Board felt that the

CONTINUEDONPAGE7

MohammedSirajathis
father’sgrave inHyderabad
onThursday.PTI
RELATEDREPORTS,PAGE20

For cricket stars, new
test: 2 km in 8.30 mins

MEETINGWITHGOVTTODAY

Farmers draw
hard line, reject
Centre’s offer
to stay laws
RAAKHIJAGGA,
LIZMATHEW
&JIGNASASINHA
LUDHIANA,NEWDELHI, JAN21

DRAWINGTHEhardlinetopress
fortherepealof thenewagricul-
ture laws, farmer unions
Thursday rejected the Centre’s
offer to keep the laws in
abeyance for 18 months and
form a joint committee to ad-
dressgrievances.
Theunions, scheduled to re-

turn to the talks table Friday,
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

Pause or repeal: Govt
may have to go back
to SC or Parliament
APURVAVISHWANATH
&LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

AS FARMERS reject the govern-
ment’s proposal to keep the
three contentious farm laws in
abeyancefor18months,experts
have raised questions over the
legislative options the
Governmenthasgoingforward.

The laws, passed by
Parliament in September last
year,werenotifiedintheofficial
gazette on September 27 after
PresidentRamNathKovindgave
hisassent.WhileParliamentcan
repealthelaw,thereisnovocab-
ulary in the Constitution or
Parliamentary procedure for
keepinga lawinabeyance.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,
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50,000 & still counting:
liquidity pushes markets,
all eyes on Budget now

THE70%-SURGEsince
April 2020 ison theback
of global liquidity, vac-
cinehopes,USelections
anddomestic recovery.
Futuremomentumwill
dependongovernment’s
spending (Budget);dura-
tionof RBI stimulusand
checkon inflation.
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Dividewithinonturningdownproposal;
policesaynotoR-DaytractorrallyinDelhi
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Farmers reject
were virtually split down the
middle at ameeting to discuss
theCentre’soffer.
Sources told The Indian

Expressthatofthe32unionsfrom
Punjab,morethanadozenwere
in favour of accepting the offer,
butthemajorityvotecarriedthe
resolutiontorejecttheoffer.
A statement onbehalf of the

SamyuktKisanMorcha, theum-
brella body of organisations
spearheading the protest, re-
leasedbyDarshanPal of Kranti-
kariKisanUnion,stated:“Inafull
general body meeting of the
SamyuktKisanMorchatoday,the
proposalputforthbytheGovern-
ment yesterdaywas rejected. A
full repeal of three central farm
actsandenactingalegislationfor
remunerativeMSPforallfarmers
were reiterated as the pending
demandsof themovement.”
TheMorcha, the statement

said, “pays homage to the 143
farmers who have beenmar-
tyred in thismovementso far…
Theirsacrificewillnotgoinvain
andwewillnotgobackwithout
therepealingofthesefarmlaws”.
It referredtoameetingwith

DelhiPoliceofficersearlierinthe
dayandsaidwhilepolicehadre-
quested the farmersnot tocon-
ductatractorparadeinDelhion
Republic Day, they had reiter-

atedthattheyintendtogoahead
with their plan of a parade on
theOuterRingRoadofDelhi.
Maintaining that their

protest was becoming a “peo-
ple'smovement…nationwide”,
theMorcha said farmers were
unitinginKarnataka,manyparts
ofKerala,Chhattisgarh,Bilaspur
and Rampur in Uttarakhand.
“Farmers, labourers and com-
mon people under the leader-
ship of Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
SangathanarereachingShahja-
hanpur border. Protests against
neo-liberal policies are being
conducted through puppets
showsandsongs,” it said.
Aheadof themeeting of the

Morcha,theKisanEktaMorcha,in
aTwitterpost, hadsaid “jis kaam
ke liye aaye thhe, usko poora kiye
binawapasnahi jayenge (wewill
not goback tillwe complete the
workforwhichwehadcome)”.
Earlierintheday,DelhiPolice

asked farmer leaders to recon-
sider the proposed route of the
January26tractorparade.
Police suggested that the

tractor parade be held at the
protestsitesatSinghuorTikrior
on the Eastern and Western
PeripheralExpressways.
Farmerunionssaidtheywill

not go towards Rajpath, the
venue of the Republic Day pa-
rade, and will restrict them-
selves to theOuterRingRoad.

Pause or repeal
a UnionMinister said that one
optionwastoissueanotification
cancellingtheearliergazetteno-
tification.
“We are waiting for the re-

sponse fromthe farmunions to
decideonournextstep,”hesaid.
“Oncethenotificationofalawis
already done, another notifica-
tion cancelling that can be is-
sued. It just needs an executive
order, it does not have to go to
Parliament.”
That’s easier said thandone,

saidformerSecretaryGeneralof
LokSabha,PDTAchary.
“Inmy view, the law cannot

be put in abeyance by the gov-
ernment. Once a law is passed
byParliament…thegovernment
is only the implementing au-
thority and it cannot stifle the
law,”he toldThe IndianExpress.
This is echoed by Subhash

Kashyap, another former Secre-
taryGeneralof theLokSabha.
“I havenot seensuchasitu-

ationwherethegovernment it-
self wants to keep a law in
abeyanceafterit isgiveneffect,”
Kashyap said. “Bills have been
withdrawn, enforcement of
laws has been delayed by not
notifying them and laws have
been repealed but keeping it in
abeyance after the legislative
process is over has never hap-

penedbefore.”
The government’s proposal

to keep the laws in abeyance is
distinct from the January 12
Supreme Court’s stay on the
lawswhenthecourt, inparallel,
constitutedacommitteetohold
talkswithall stakeholders.That
stayordercanbevacatedbythe
court once the committee sub-
mits its recommendations, ex-
pected ineightweeks.
“OnlytheSupremeCourthas

the power to stay a law, not the
government. If thegovernment
can undo the act of the
Parliament by simply backdat-
ing a notification, thenwhat is
the point of having a
Parliament,”Acharysaid.
While the government can-

notstayalaw,itcandelayitsim-
plementation before rules are
notified.
Forexample,theCitizenship

AmendmentAct,passedbyboth
Houses in December 2019was
notified in theofficialgazette in
January 2020. Parliamentary
proceduredictatesthattherules
forthelegislationaretobenoti-
fiedwithinsixmonthsfromthe
date of publication in the
gazette. However, the govern-
mentisyettonotifytherulesfor
the lawtobe implemented.
Similarly, the Benami

Transaction (Prohibition) Act,
1988was not implemented for

almost 28 years till the rules
werenotified in2016.
However, once the rules are

notified, Achary says — as has
happenedwiththefarmlaws—
theonlyoptionsbeforethegov-
ernmentaretoasktheSupreme
Court to continue its stay order
or take the laws back to
Parliament. TheParliament can
eitheramendorrepealthelaws.
The Parliament’s powers to

repeal laws come from Article
245of theConstitution,thepro-
vision which empowers it to
make laws.
Lawsarerepealedwhenthey

have served their purpose and
havenofurtherreasonsfortheir
existenceor,insomecases,tore-
moveinconsistencies.Generally,
whennewlawsareenacted,the
oldlawonthesubjectisrepealed
through by inserting a specific
repealingclause inthenewlaw.

Serum fire
that Serum is manufacturing
under licence.
“I would like to reassure all

governmentsandthepublicthat
there would be no loss of
Covishield production due to
multiple production buildings
that Ihadkept inreserve todeal
with such contingencies...,”
Poonawallasaidinatweetbefore
thefivebodieswerediscovered.
He subsequently told The

Indian Express that hewas in a
“state of shock” because of the
deaths.
All the five deadwere doing

welding and air-conditioning
jobs at the building, which had
beencompletedrecently.Twoof
themwere fromUttar Pradesh,
and one was from Bihar. The
other two workers were local
people. None of themwas an
employeeof SerumIndia.
Thelowerfloorsof thebuild-

inghave laboratory facilities for
SII'srotavirusandBCGvaccines.
The upper floorswhere the fire
brokeoutwereunoccupied.The
production units and laborato-
riesfortheCovid-19vaccineare
located on another SII campus
nearby.
Incidentally, the affected

buildingwaspartof thefacilities
that PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi visited lastmonth, when
hecametoseeSerum'svaccine-
makingprocesses.
Fire Brigade and police offi-

cers said the fire becamebig by
feeding on inflammablemate-
rial on the upper floors. “There
wasalotofairconditioningma-
terial, including insulationma-
terialandobjectsusedfor fabri-
cation.Therewereobjectsmade
from PVC, acrylic, plastic, ply-
wood,andwood,”aFireBrigade
official said.
Maharashtra Chief Minister

UddhavThackerayisscheduled
to visit the Serum campus on
Friday.
The fire began at some time

between 1.45 pm and 2.15 pm,
according to police and Fire
Brigade officials, and was
brought under control by 4.30
pm.Atleasttenfiretenders,four
additional water tankers, and
other equipment had to be de-
ployed. More than 70 fire per-
sonnelwere involved in theop-
eration. Intensesmokecouldbe
seencomingoutof thebuilding
fromseveralkilometresaway.
Deputy Commissioner of

Police Namrata Patil said an in-
vestigationwouldbeorderedto
ascertain thecauseof the fire.

Migrant worker
Police are still collectingkey

details of those killed as their
familiesareyettoreachthehos-
pital. All of themwereworking
for Suvidha Engineers, the firm
carrying out air-conditioning
work at the newly constructed
building.
Saroj and his younger

brother Avinash were among
the nine people on the fourth
floor, engaged inweldingwork
and fittingair-conditioners.
"Weweredoing theworkof

ACinsulationonthefourthfloor
when we noticed the smoke.
Within a few seconds, the

smokebecamesodensethatwe
wereunabletoseeanything.We
ran towards the window, and
jumped down to a lower floor.
Therewasdebrislyingthereand
we got hurt, but we ran down
the steps and out of the build-
ing,”Avinashsaid."Ikeptshout-
ing for my brother, and we all
waited,butBipinnevercame.”
Exactly one month ago, on

December 22, Bipin had come
to Pune to work with his
brother,whohadarrived in the
city two months earlier and
was able to earn Rs 10,500 a
month. The brothers, and
Rama Shankar, belong to UP's
Pratapgarh district.
Police and fire brigade offi-

cialssaidthefirehadbecomein-
tensebecauseof thepresenceof
inflammablematerial like PVC,
plastic, plywood and acrylic at
thesite.
The bodies of those killed

were taken initially to Noble
Hospital and then sent for post
mortem to the Sassoon general
hospital.
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit

PawarandPolicecommissioner
Amitabh Gupta were among
thosewho visited the hospital.
Avinash said someof his family
members would reach Pune
Friday.
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

ADAY after jewelleryworth Rs
20crorewasrobbedfromastore
in Kalkaji, police arrested a 25-
year-oldelectricianwhoworked
there in connection with the
crime. According to police, the
accused, Sheikh Nur Rahaman,
had worn a PPE kit to hide his
identity.Policesaidtheyhavere-
covered thestolen jewellery.
CCTV footage, purportedly

fromthestoreandsharedonso-
cialmedia,showsamaninaPPE
kitwalkingdownthestairsofthe
buildingwith two backpacks at
3.50 amWednesday. According
topolice,theaccusedenteredthe

building at 9.40 pmon Tuesday
andfledwith25kgof jewellery.
DCP (Southeast) R PMeena

said, “We found that a burglary
had taken place on the ground
floor of Anjali Jewellers.Most of
the jewellery in casesanddraw-
erswasmissing.Itwassuspected
thattheaccusedenteredthethird

floorof thebuilding through the
roof and then entered the shop.
The lockon the irongrill gate on
thethirdfloorwasalsobroken.”
Police said teams were

formed to check CCTVs at the
storeandnearbybuildings. “We
verifieddetailsofpresentstaffers,
ex-employees and guards, and
foundthatanelectricianwason
leave since January 10. Though
we were told he was in West
Bengal, we traced him to Karol
Bagh.Wewent to his residence
andarrestedhim,”saidpolice.
Police said the accused

wanted to take revenge on his
colleaguesforharassinghim.On
January10,hewentonleaveand
planned the heist. He bought
toolslikecutter,rope,andPPEkit.
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Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,102 8,135
VENTILATORS 1,177 920

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Jan20 228 405 10 63,161
Jan21 227 246 8 81,550
Total 2,120* 6,20,374 10,782 1,01,40,743
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SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

PULLING UP the Delhi govern-
ment andMCDs for non-pay-
mentofsalariestocivicstaff, the
Delhi High Court Thursday said
grievances of employees have
been reduced to a “political
slugfest”.Itsaidtherewasnoreal
senseofconcernorsympathyfor
theemployeesinthepoliticales-
tablishment of Delhi govern-
mentorcorporations.
“We can’t tell you how dis-

gustedwearewithallofyou.You
have absolutely no concern for
employees...(As)farasDelhigov-
ernmentisconcerned...thisprob-
lemhasarisenbecauseDelhigov-
ernmentissandwichedbetween
central government andMCD,
whichbelongtotheoppositepo-
liticalparty.Thisproblemwould
not have arisen otherwise, pan-
demicornopandemic,”observed
thedivisionbenchofJusticeVipin
SanghiandRekhaPalli.
It added that the court does

notwanttopointfingersbut,“all
of you are behaving completely
irresponsibly, with no sense of
responsibilitytowardstheseem-
ployeesandpensioners”.
ThebenchorderedtheDelhi

government to pay back the
amountdeductedoradjustedby

itduringthepandemicfromthe
funds to be released to the cor-
porations in twoweeks.
It also ordered MCDs that

funds it receiveswill be utilised
onlyfordisbursalofoutstanding
salariesandpensionstillOctober
2020ona fair andequitableba-
sis. The remaining corpus will
also be used for release of
salaries andpensions in aman-
nertobeworkedoutbyheadsof
corporations, said thecourt.
The bench was hearing a

bunchof petitions filedbyMCD
employees,bothcurrentandre-
tired,forreleaseof theirsalaries.
EDMC Thursday told the

court that Rs 320 crorewas re-
quired for release of November
andDecember,2020,salariesand
Rs87croreforreleaseofpension

ofthreemonths.TheNorthMCD
hasamuchhigheramountofun-
paidsalariesandpensions.
TheDelhigovernmentsaida

sanction order was passed on
WednesdayforreleaseofRs337
crore to MCDs and other local
bodiesfortheperiodof January-
March2021withoutmakingany
deductions towards the out-
standing loan.
Duringthehearing,thecourt

said it has no doubt the Delhi
government was facing a rev-
enue shortfall but questioned
thenumberofadvertisementsit
issued during the pandemic.
“Pleasetakeoutthepublications
of advertisements by the Delhi
government in newspapers.
How much money you have
spent on advertisements, we
want to know that. Half-page,
full-pageadvertisements,news-
paperafternewspaper.Youhave
moneyforallthat.Wewillorder
an inquiry and ask the CAG to
look into this,” it observed.
It further said all this was

happening because of politics:
“Whenistheelectiondueforthe
municipality?Wecanseethatit
mustberoundthecorner...why
all this ishappening.”
The government counsel

submitted that itwouldhave to
revisit the initial budget esti-
mates and funds to be released

to the corporations, in case it is
askedtoreturntheloanamount.
Towhichthecourtsaid:“Youare
notdoinganycharity.You think
youcanbehavesoirresponsibly.
Weare there tocheck that.”
Observing that it will tell

MCDemployeestonotcomefor
work if they are not paid, the
court said: “Letus seehowyour
streetsarecleanedandhowyour
hospitals are run.Wewill put a
lock onmunicipal offices also...
Weareashamedofyouandyour
leadersif thisisthewayyouhave
tobehave.”
Meanwhile, when the gov-

ernment counsel requested the
courtto“tonedown”anorder—
inwhichitsaidtherewasapolit-
ical slugfestbetweenDelhigov-
ernment and MCDs — Justice
Vipin Sanghi observed: “...
Peoplearemakingallkindsof ir-
responsible statements... all
kindsof actions arebeing taken
just for their personal interests
and (to) further their political
agenda, unmindful of what
harmtheyarecausingtosociety
and the people of this country.
Wehave tomature."
Headded,"…Wehavetorise

above all this. If this is theway
thingsgo, Iwon'tbesurprised if
politicians and people who in-
dulge in this are lynched by the
public at large."

Farmers plan tableaus as thousands
expected to join tractor parade

SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY21

PREPARATIONSFORthetractor
rally on January 26 are in full
swing, with more and more
farmers from Haryana villages
joining the agitation and offer-
ing financial aid.
Gurnam Singh Chaduni,

who was elected president of
the Haryana Sanyukt Kisan
Morcha,onThursdaysaid lakhs
of tractors are expected to join
the tractor parade from differ-
ent parts of the country.
Talking about the meeting

between farmer leaders and
Delhi Police on Wednesday,
Chadunisaid, “Wehavemadeit
clear that farmers will under-
take a tractor parade on the
OuterRingRoadon January26.
Wehaveasked theadministra-
tiontogivepermissionandalso
makearrangementsbymanag-
ing traffic and vacating the
road...We assured officers that
wedon’thaveanyplanto inter-
rupt the official Republic Day
parade.”

Farmers have also planned
to set up tableaus on tractor-
trolleys during their parade.
Chaudhary JoginderGhasiRam
Nain, a Bhartiya Kisan Union
(BKU) leader fromHaryanatold
The Indian Express: “If all goes
well,wewilldisplaytableausof
all states during theparade.”
Daya Ram Ulania, a farmer

fromChautalavillageinSirsadis-
trict, who has been camping at

the border for the past two
months, said there is great en-
thusiasmamongfarmerstojoin
the rally: “The borders of Delhi
arealreadyjampackedwithsev-
eral farmersandtheir tractors.”
AtNirbanvillageinSirsadis-

trict, farmershavestartedareg-
istration system for thosewill-
ingto jointheparade.Avillager
said, “Out of a total of 239 trac-
tors, owners of 100 tractors

have already given their con-
sentto jointhetractorparadein
Delhi –which is 239kmaway.”
Kandela khap leader Tek

RamKandelasaidacavalcadeof
1,000 tractors will move to
Delhi from Jind district on
January24.
Meanwhile, at Tikri border,

protesters held nagar kirtans
and tractor rally rehearsals. A
group of 50-60 ex-servicemen
also joined the protesters and
marchedfromthestage insup-
port of the farmers. Gurdeep
Singh (60), who served in the
IndianArmyandlivesinPunjab,
told The Indian Express: “I re-
ceived a call from my friend
whowasatTikriborder inviting
me here. I am happy that I will
march with farmers on
RepublicDay. I haveattendeda
lot of parades in Delhi but this
will be different. The idea is to
replicate what’s happening in
Delhi...”
Farmers also held a nagar

kirtan onWednesday and paid
tributes to Guru Gobind Singh
and those who lost their lives
during the agitation.

High rise near DU North campus will need
new environmental clearance, NGT told

Civicdoctorshaveprotested
against thesalarydelay in
thepast.Archive

HC raps Delhi govt, MCDs on salary
delay: ‘Disgusted, ashamed of you’

Tractors linedupatSinghuThursday.AmitMehra

Electrician arrested for Rs 20-cr
theft at Kalkaji jewellery store

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

A PROJECT to build a 37-floor
highrisenearDelhiUniversity’s
North Campus will need new
environmental clearance (EC),
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT)wastoldWednesday.The
submissionwasmadebythere-
altor before the tribunal, which
washearinganapplicationfiled
by DelhiUniversitychallenging
the environmental clearance
granted for theproject.
After concerns about the

project’s impactonthearea’sair
quality,traffic,groundwaterand
other issues were raised in the
applicationandinFebruary last

year, the Tribunal had sus-
pended the EC by stating that
the plan does not appear to be
viable.
However, the project was

laterconsideredviablebyanin-
dependentcommitteesetupby
theNGT,comprisingrepresenta-
tives of the environmentmin-
istry, Central Pollution Control
Board, IIT-Kanpur,andSchoolof
Planning and Architecture,
amongothers.
Theapplicanthadsubmitted

objectionstothecommittee’sre-
port, stating that it included a
member who was part of the
State body that hadgranted the
ECto theproject.
The applicant had also said

that some issueswere not con-

sidered by the committee, in-
cludingarestrictionimposedon
all tall buildings in the North
Campus area under the Delhi
MasterPlan2021.
Initsorder,theNGTprincipal

bench headed by chairperson
JusticeAdarshKumarGoel said,
“Whenwe took up thematter
for final consideration, senior
counsel for the project propo-
nentmadeastatementthat...the
project proponent has to apply
for fresh EC to the environment
ministry and the impugned EC
willnotbeactedupon.”
Itadded,“Counselfortheap-

pellant states that if the im-
pugned EC is not to be acted
uponandthematteristobecon-
sidered afresh by theMoEF&CC

onmerits,theappealmaybedis-
posedofasinfructuous,without
prejudice to the rights to chal-
lengethefreshECwhichmaybe
granted.”
Senior Advocate Dhruv

Mehta for project proponent
YoungBuilders said anewEC is
required because the layout of
the project has been revised as
perthenewbuildingbylaws.No
workcanbedoneontheproject
siteuntil thenewEC is granted,
he said.
TheNGTbenchsaidintheor-

der, “In view of above stand of
theparties, it isnolongerneces-
sary for this Tribunal to go into
themeritsandexpressany final
viewabout viability of theproj-
ectorotherwise.”

‘Allof youbehavingwith...nosenseof responsibilitytowardsstaff,pensioners’

FEWHOSPITALSSEE100 INOCULATIONS

ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

WITHTHECentre tweaking the
Co-Win app to allow walk-in
vaccinationsinabidtoboostfig-
ures, some hospitals across the
city saw a better response on
Thursday.Onday4of theCovid
vaccination drive at 181 sites,
5,942 people received the shot
— up from 4,319 on Saturday,
3,598 onMonday and 4,936 on
Tuesday —while 24 AEFI (ad-
verse event following immuni-
sation)were reported.
AIIMS saw 62workers get-

ting the shot, a slight increase
from Tuesday's 55. RML and
Safdarjungsaw35and34vacci-
nations respectively, as com-
pared to27and30onTuesday.
One of the hospitals that hit

the target of 100 vaccinations a
daywasDelhigovernment'sLok
NayakHospital— it saw32vac-
cinations on Saturday, 12 on
Mondayand35onTuesday.
DrAmitGupta, nodal officer

at Lok Nayak, said: "By around
2.45pm,wehadalreadyhit our
targetofvaccinating100people.
Those who are coming are not
necessarilyon the list;with this
new feature, anyMCDhospital
or dispensary staff — as long as

they are registered— can come
and get vaccinated, provided
thereareavailableslots.Theapp
allowsonly100peopletobevac-
cinated a day." There aremore
than 3,000 staff and healthcare
workersat thehospital, hesaid.
DrNamrataSarin(58),asen-

iordoctorfromHinduRaohospi-
tal, was among those to get the
shot at LokNayak. "I am feeling
relieved, it is a good thing we
were able to produce a vaccine

sofast.Theprocessismeticulous
— staff are monitoring people
and trying to make everyone
comfortable," shesaid.
Asha (28), a civil defence

worker at Lok Nayak who also
got vaccinated at the hospital
Thursday, said: "I didn't experi-
ence any side effects. I am ex-
tremelyrelievednowthatIhave
takenthevaccine."
At Rajiv Gandhi Super

Speciality Hospital (RGSSH) in
Dilshad Garden, however, the
turnout has declined.While 45
healthcareworkersreceivedthe
shot on January 16, the figure
dipped to 20 onMonday and 9
on Tuesday, before increasing
slightly to20onThursday.
Of the20peoplevaccinated,

only fivewereonthe list.
A nodal officer at the hospi-

talsaid:"RGSSHseemstobedo-
ingworse than other centres in
Shahdara, either due to the ap-
prehensionamongpeopleorbe-
causemobilisationhasnothap-
penedproperly."
Abhishek (22), a technician

at thehospitalwho ison the list
butdidnot turnup, said, "I shall
wait for a few days to seewhat
the side effects are before I de-
cidetotakeit. Iamapprehensive
as a colleague took the vaccine
andhad fever for twodays."

Adropboxhasbeen in-
troduced in theCo-Win
apptoaddabeneficiary,
soanyonewho isa regis-
teredhealthcareworker
or staffer cancomefor
vaccinationonanyday,
providedslotsareavail-
able.Vaccinationcentres
areopen from9amto5
pmonMonday,Tuesday,
ThursdayandSaturday.
According todistrictoffi-
cials, thechange in the
apphashelpednumbers
pickup.

Whathas
changed

Walk-in boost for
vaccinations in Delhi

SheikhNurRahaman

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

THEFIRSTfourdaysoftheCovid-
19 vaccination programme in
Delhi saw more healthcare
workers turning up at private
hospitals to get inoculated as
comparedtogovernment facili-
ties.TillThursday,18,795health-
care workers have got the shot
acrosshospitals.
Datafrom10tophospitalsin

thecity—bothprivateandgov-
ernment— showed that a total
of 1,151 (41%) healthcarework-
erswere administered the vac-
cine against a target of 2,800 in
seven government hospitals on
Saturday,Monday, Tuesdayand
Thursday. On the other hand,
1,035 (86%) healthcareworkers
at three private hospitals were
vaccinated on the same days
againsta targetof 1,200.
AtMaxhospital inSaket,100

healthcare workers eachwere
inoculatedonSaturday,Tuesday
and Thursday. Similarly, at Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital and
Indraprastha Apollo, the target
of vaccinating 100 healthcare
workers was met on Tuesday
andThursday.
“Since the Co-WIN appwas

not working, we asked all
healthcare workers whowere
willingtogettheshottoturnup,
and the number automatically
improved.Maybe, this is one of
the reasonswhywe are seeing
see a high turnout,” said Dr D S
Rana, chairman of board at Sir
GangaRamHospital.
Among Delhi government

hospitals, the lowest turnout
was observed at Rajiv Gandhi
Super Speciality Hospital
(RGSSH) where 74 healthcare
workershavebeenvaccinatedin
four days. However, Lok Nayak
Hospitalvaccinated100benefi-

ciariesThursday—becomingthe
first governmenthospital in the
city toachieve thisdaily target.
The responsewas compara-

tively better at Centre-run hos-
pitals such as AIIMS, RML,
Safdarjung and Lady Hardinge
Medical College, where health-
careworkersarebeingadminis-
teredBharatBiotech'sCovaxin.
Experts attributed the trend

towards the user-friendly envi-
ronmentintheprivatesectorand
easywalk-inprocess.Dr Suneela
Garg, a public health expert, told
TheIndianExpress:“It’sawell-knit
community as compared to the
governmentsector.Thereisadif-
ferenceintheprovisionofcareat

government and private hospi-
tals...theprovider-beneficiaryre-
lationshipismoretowardshaving
one-to-onecommunicationinthe
privatesector.Somehow,wemay
have to inculcate this in thegov-
ernment sector to see a better
turnoutinthecomingweeks.”
Said Dr Arun Gupta, presi-

dent, Delhi Medical Council:
“While doctors at both set ups
are equally competent and
knowledgeable, the number of
healthcareworkersgettingvac-
cinatedisrelativelyhigherinthe
private sector. They might be
carrying out the exercisemore
aggressively, while focusing on
counsellinghealthworkers.”

Pvt hospitals report better
vaccine turnout in capital

AT 10HOSPITALS
Hospital Sat Mon Tue Thu
AIIMS 95 8 55 62
RML 31 69 27 35
GTB 31 24 28 72
LokNayak 32 12 35 100
RGSSH 45 20 9 20
Safdarjung 72 20 30 34
LHMC 26 76 14 69
Apollo 72 73 100 100
SirGangaRam 88 58 100 100
Max,Saket 100 44 100 100

Vaccinationunderwayatahospital inRohini.AmitMehra

Sisodiaseeks
aidextension
forcontract
teachers
NewDelhi:Deputy Chief
MinisterManish Sisodia
Thursday wrote to the
Unioneducationministry,
requestingcontinuationof
the financial support till
March to 2,766 contract
teacherswhosesix-month
service period ended on
Tuesday. Sisodia referred
tocontractteachersunder
Samagra Shiksha — of
whom 1,673 served in
Delhigovernmentschools
and 1,093 served in
schoolsrunbythemunic-
ipal corporations.
Accordingtohisletter,the
salary of these teachers
was approved for six
monthsbytheUnionmin-
istry and their servicepe-
riodendedonJanuary19.
Contract teachers under
SamagraShikshaarepaid
onacost-sharingbasisbe-
tween the Centre and
state.Urgingcontinuation
offinancialsupportatleast
till March 31, Sisodia
wrote, “They not only
stayedengagedwiththeir
studentstokeepteaching-
learningactivitiesgoingon
withwhateverlimitedre-
sources theyhadbut also
assisted the administra-
tion in specific Covid-re-
latedduties.Havingserved
theneedsof society in its
most difficult time, it
wouldbeunfairandtragic
if any of them are now
askedtoleavetheirservice
atthispointof time.”

6wanted
criminalsheld
Gurgaon: GurgaonPolice
claimed to have cracked
around 60 cases regis-
tered in Delhi, Gurgaon
andJhajjarwiththearrest
of six criminals, whose
arrest carries a rewardof
Rs 5,000 each. Officials
said the accused have
been allegedly involved
inseveralcases,including
that of murder, attempt
to murder, kidnapping,
anddacoity.Accordingto
police, the accusedwere
arrested from Dwarka
ExpresswayWednesday
evening. “They were in
search of their next vic-
timwhen theywere ar-
rested in Gurgaon,” said
ACP (Crime) Preet Pal
Sangwan. “We have
seized two revolvers, a
country-made pistol, 28
live cartridges, twomag-
azines, a stick, an iron
pipe, and an iron rod, in
addition to the Scorpio
car in which they were
travelling at the time of
their arrest,”hesaid.

Fourheldfor
theftof
cigarettes
worthlakhs
Gurgaon:AFaridabadres-
identwhowasemployed
at a cigarette godown in
the district until a year
agohas beenarrestedby
police forallegedlysteal-
ingcigarettepacksworth
over Rs 7 lakh from the
premises over the last
month. Police said they
arrested three accom-
plices of the accused as
well.Accordingtopolice,
the accused were ar-
rested on January 17
while theywere on their
waytosell thestolencig-
arettes, on the basis of a
tip-off.ENS

Manheldin
bankfraud
case
NewDelhi:A64-year-old
manwasarrestedincon-
nection with a case of
bank fraud wherein
loans were availed from
banks using forged doc-
uments, police said
Thursday. His associate,
whoisthemainaccused,
has already been ar-
rested.PTI
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ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

ADAYafterpassingaproposal to
makeitmandatoryforrestaurants
and shops to display if themeat
andpoultrytheyserveis‘halal’or
‘jhatka’,LeaderofHouseinSouth
MCD, BJP’s Narendra Chawla,
claimedalongwithraisingaware-
ness aboutwhat one consumes,
themovewill also increase em-
ployment opportunities among
the Khatik community— some
membersofwhichslaughteran-
imalsusingthejhatkamethod.
“Khatik communitywill get

incomebenefitsastheyslaughter
usingthejhatkamethod,andif it
is promoted, their saleswill in-
crease,” he said. Khatiks are
SchedulesCasteswholiveinDelhi
andseveralpartsofNorthIndia.
AAP’s MCD in-charge

Durgesh Pathak, meanwhile,
saidcivicbodiesshouldfocuson
paying salaries to employees
than on such issues: “Whether
meat is jhatkaorhalal isalready
mentioned inmost places. BJP
should instead have focused on
cleaningtheareas,whichisare-
sponsibility given to them, or
controllingcorruptioninMCDs.”
A resolution passed by the

SouthMCD houseWednesday
stated, “According toHinduism
and Sikhism, eating ‘halal’meat
isforbiddenandagainstreligion.
Therefore, the committee re-
solvesthatthisdirectionbegiven
to restaurants andmeat shops
thatitshouldbewrittenmanda-
torily about themeatbeing sold
andservedbythemthat‘halal’or
‘jhatka’meat isavailablehere.”
Chawla said the rulewill in-

creasetransparencyaspeoplewill
nowknowwhattheyareeating.
SouthMCDMayor Anamika

said this has been done “to give
respect to every religion”. “In
Hindureligion, it issaidthatani-
malsshouldnotbecutbrutally...

other religions have their own
rules.Peoplearefreetoeatwhat-
ever theywant—thisrule is just
toensuretransparency,”shesaid.
In‘jhatka’,ananimalisslaugh-

tered inonego,while in ‘halal’, it
bleedsoutaftercuttingavein.
Restaurants owners and as-

sociationshave flagged that the
new rule could create unneces-
saryissuesforanindustrywhich
isstill tryingtorecover fromthe
financial hit it received since
Marchbecauseofthepandemic.
Since October last year, the

Delhi government has taken
steps to help the industry re-
cover, like allowing restaurants
toopenallday,doingawaywith
heathtradelicencesandpermis-
sions from the tourism depart-
menttosetupanewrestaurant.
“Delhi’s restaurants are the

pride of Delhi and provide em-
ployment to lakhs of people. I
have directed all respective de-
partments to remove unneces-
sary hassles in the smooth run-
ning of restaurants,” Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
saidafterameetingwithrestau-
rantrepresentativesandgovern-
mentofficials.
The Indian Express reached

out to AAP spokesperson
Saurabh Bharadwaj, leaders
Atishi,RaghavChadha,ministers
Manish Sisodia, Satyendar Jain,

KailashGahlotandRajendraPal
Gautam over the issue, but did
not receivea response.
Officials in the SouthMCD

conceded that itwouldbediffi-
cult to implement the policy as
there’s nomethod bywhich it
could be identified if cooked
meat ishalalor jhatka.
Whilethecorporationhasju-

risdictionoverinspectionof raw
meat, it is theDelhigovernment
healthdepartmentthatmonitors
qualitycontrol inrestaurants.
A similar proposal was

passedbytheEastMCDin2018
forshopowners.However,there
hasbeennoenforcement,action
or challans till now. Medical
health officer of East MCD Dr
Som Shekhar said. “We are
presently sensitising traders
that they should display what
meat they serve, but there has
beennoaction.”

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

RESTAURANTS IN the city are
planningtogivearepresentation
to the SouthMCD to reverse its
order on ‘halal or jhatka’ meat,
whichtheyhavetonowmanda-
torilymention,aspatronshardly
careabout thisaspect.
Priyank Sukhija, founder of

First Fiddle F&B Pvt Ltd, which
ownsrestaurantsbrandslikeLord
Of TheDrinks,Warehouse Cafe,
DragonflyandLazeezAffaire,said,
“Notmorethan10%ofourpatrons
care if themeat being served to
themishalalorjhatka,whatthey
careaboutiswhetherithasbeen
procuredthroughhygienicplaces.
Thosewhocareaskus,andweal-
ways tell themsotheycanmake
aninformedchoice.”
Withsevenofhisrestaurants

falling under the SDMC’s juris-
diction, Sukhija said the timing
of thecirculariswrong:“Weare
just trying to look up after the
pandemic and lockdown-re-
lated setbacks. Only last week,
wewerearguingwiththeSDMC
overthepoultrybanissue,which
they eventually took back. And
now, this cropsup.”
He added: “At a timewhen

theDelhigovernmentissupport-
ingusbyformulatingamorelib-
eralexcisepolicy,SDMCistrying
to enforcemore stringent rules.
This kind of order is going to
hamper our business. Through
NRAI (National Restaurant
Associationof India),weare go-
ing to send a representation to
theSDMCtotakebackthisorder
before itcomes intoeffect.”
According to the SDMC or-

der, appropriate action will be
taken against those found vio-
latingtherules.“Therearethou-

sands of restaurants in 104
wards of four zones falling un-
der South Delhi Municipal
Corporation.Outof these,meat
isservedinabout90%of restau-
rants but it is not mentioned
whether themeatbeingserved
by the restaurants is ‘halal’ or
‘jhatka’,” said the resolution
passedby theSDMChouse.
Amit Bagga, who owns

Daryaganj at Aerocity, said the
orderisveryconfusingforchain
restaurants like his. “These
thingscouldleadtounnecessary
logistical issues for business
owners. It will be very difficult
forustokeeptwokindsof stock
or get easy supply of both types
of meat. People are free to ask
this question from servers, and
restaurants are obliged to an-
swer,”hesaid,addingthat if it is
indeedmandatory,theyhaveno
qualmsmentioningthattheyare
servinghalalmeat.

But he argued that there
shouldbe auniformorder for all
ofDelhi-NCRratherthandifferent
civicbodiescomingupwithzone-
specificorders:“Whilethisapplies
to ourAerocity outlet, it doesn’t
applytootheroutletsinDelhi.”
Most restaurants and deliv-

eriesacrossDelhi-NCRareserv-
ing halalmeat for various oper-
ational reasons. Sukhija said,
“Our vendor serves the best
qualitymeatandthatiswhatwe
are concerned about. Most
butchersareMuslims,hence,we
aregettinghalalmeat.”
Bagga added, “Halal is uni-

versallyaccepted,wehavenever
hadaconsumer refuseanorder
becauseit’shalalmeat.Also, it is
most widely available, it won’t
bepossibletosourcegoodqual-
ity jhatkameat, if needbe.”
Chefsalsosaidhalalmeatgoes

better with the Indian style of
cooking. Chef Harangad Singh,
who has helmed the kitchen at
several fine-diners acrossDelhi-
NCRandnowrunshisowncloud
kitchencalledParat,said,“Indian
dishesrequiresmeattobecooked
athigh temperatures, above100
degrees,whichhalalcanendure.
Jhatkameat,
on the other
hand, should
be cooked
within two
hours,andits
tastechanges
at high tem-
peratures.”
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AAPSAYSSHOULDFOCUSONPAYINGSALARIES

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

MEATTRADERSinDelhiThursday
saidtheSDMC’sdiktatonrestau-
rantsdisplayingthehalalorjhatka
meat distinctionwas divorced
fromthe realities of the trade, as
biggerclientsfocusmoreonprice
thanonthemethodofslaughter-
ingtheanimal.Licencedshopsin
the city, meanwhile, areman-
datedtodisplaythekindofmeat
theysellasperexistingnorms.
Traderssaidover80%ofmeat

supplied in Delhi from the
Ghazipur slaughterhouse is of
the halal variety. In case of
chicken,tradersbuylivepoultry
from the Ghazipurmarket. The
Ghazipur slaughterhouse also
has separate sections on halal
and jhatkameat, theysaid.
“For goat and buffalomeat,

there is a slaughterhousewith
separate sections for halal and
jhatka. Hoteliers and other
tradersusuallydonotdifferenti-
ate between the two; for them,
pricematters.Also,Muslimsdif-
ferentiatemore between halal
and jhatka thanHindus.Muslim
butchersnaturallyhaveexpertise
in the halal varietywhileHindu

khatiks are employed bymany
non-Muslimmeatshops.Butyou
will also find a large number of
MuslimshopsemployingHindu
butchers.Thenatureof thetrade
issuch,”saidIrshadQureshi,gen-
eral secretary of theDelhiMeat
MerchantAssociation.
Ownerofahalalmeatshopat

INAmarket,whodidwant tobe
named,saidtheorder“makesno
sense”asitwillhave“noimpact”
on consumer behaviour. “MCD
should crack down on illegal
roadsidemeat sellers. These are
unregulated, leading to revenue
losses, and also carry the risk of
spreadingdisease,”hesaid.
“In restaurants,most people

don’tplacespecialrequestsforha-
lalorjhatka.Averysmallpercent-
age does, itmakes no economic
sensefortraderstosourcejhatka
meat for them,” the owner said,
addingthatHindumeatsellersin
the market, selling mostly
chicken, call him if a customer
placesarequestforhalalvariety.
Chetan,ownerofastandalone

poultrymeatstall inaDDAmar-
ket, said theyarenot required to
display halal or jhatka variants
underthenorms:“Weselljhatka
meat.Customerswhowanthalal
meathavetheirownsource.”

‘In city, 80% of meat
supplied is halal’Halal or jhatka: SDMC

claimsmovewill help
other communities

Restaurants, shops inSouthDelhihavetodisplay if themeat
andpoultry theyserve is ‘halal’or ‘jhatka’.GajendraYadav

Restaurants to move SDMC:
‘Timing of decision wrong’

Restaurantssaypatrons
don’tcareabout thekindof
meatbeingserved.Archive
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

IN POLL MODE
ATAtimewhenthereisastrain intiesbetweentheCongress
and DMK in Puducherry, Rahul Gandhi on Thursday had a
meetingwith Chief Minister V Narayanasamy and Pradesh
Congress Committee president A V Subramanian to review
preparations for the forthcoming assembly polls. AICC in
chargeDineshGunduRaoalso attended themeeting.While
theDMKissuedidcomeupfordiscussion, thepartydecided
togoaheadwithpollpreparations.Party leaderssay it isget-
tingfeelers frommanyleadersof theoppositionAll IndiaNR
Congress, a regional party formed by N Rangaswamy after
breakingawayfromtheCongress.Atleastoneleaderclaimed
evenRangaswamy iswilling to returnprovidedhe isoffered
thechiefministershipbutarguedthepartycannotmakesuch
apromise.

NEW ASSIGNMENT
THEGOVERNMENTonThursdaynamedJayantNKhobragade,
an IFS officer of 1995 batch, as India’s next Ambassador to
ASEANSecretariat, Jakarta.Khobragade,whoisa jointsecre-
taryrankofficer,wasexpectedtogotoIslamabadtobeIndia’s
envoy, but the Pakistan government refused to accept his
nomination sincehewas considered too senior for theposi-
tion of acting High Commissioner. Islamabad had come up
with this reason, after both sides agreed todowngrade their
tiesandstoppedhaving full-timeHighCommissioners.

TALKING OF PARDONS
DURINGTHEhearingonRajivGandhiassassinationcasecon-
victAGPerarivalan’spleaforpardonandreleasefromjailinthe
Supreme Court on Wednesday, Tamil Nadu Additional
Advocate General Balaji Srinivasan said that a gentlemen is
furiouslysigningpardonselsewhereand itwouldhavebeen
goodif thesamecouldhavebeendoneinIndiatoo.Theappar-
entreferencewastoformerUSPresidentDonaldTrumpgrant-
ingseveralpardonsonhis lastdayinoffice.Themessagewas
not lost on the Bench, which responded that it would have
savedthecourtalotof troubletoo.Perarivalanhascontended
that the Tamil NaduGovernorwas yet to take a decision on
thestatecabinet’sSeptember2018recommendationtogrant
remissionandreleasehimforthwith.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

ADAYaftertheCentreofferedto
keep the newly enacted farm
laws in abeyance for 18months
toendthe farmerprotestsat the
gates of Delhi, the Supreme
Court-appointedexpertcommit-
tee, already rejected by the pro-
testers, held its first interaction
with farmer organisations from
eight states and said it had re-
ceived “suggestions to improve
implementationof theActs”.
Committee members Anil

GhanwatofShetkariSanghatana
and agricultural economists
ParmodKumar Joshi andAshok
GulatihelddiscussionsThursday
with10farmerorganisationsvia
videolinktoseektheirviewson
thenew laws that Punjab farm-
erswant repealed.
In a statement after the

meeting, the committee said10
farmers organisations from 8
states -- Karnataka, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh,Maharashtra,
Odisha, Telangana, Tamil Nadu
andUttarPradesh--participated
in thediscussions.
The farmer unions, it said,

“gavetheirfrankopinioninclud-
ing suggestions to improve the
implementationofActs”.
Opening the discussion,

committeemembersrequested
farmer leaders to give their
views“frankly”onthethreeagri-
culture laws -- The Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce
(PromotionandFacilitation)Act,
2020; The Farmers
(EmpowermentandProtection)
Agreement on Price Assurance
and Farm Services Act, 2020;
and, Essential Commodities
(Amendment)Act, 2020.
TaskedbytheSupremeCourt

togettheviewsofallstakehold-
ers on the farm laws, the com-
mittee has to submit a report
within twomonths.
It was constituted as a four-

member committeeon January
12 by the bench of Chief Justice
of India S A Bobde and Justices
AS Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian.
Buton January14, hoursbe-

forethepanelwastoholditsfirst
virtual meeting, one of the
members, Bhupinder Singh
Mann,presidentofBKU(Mann)
and chairman of All India Kisan
Coordination Committee, re-
cusedhimself.
Farmer unions protesting at

the borders of Delhi, themajor-
ity from Punjab, refused to ap-
pearbeforethecommittee,say-
ing itsmemberswere in favour
of the farmlaws.
On January 19, the commit-

tee said it would “try to con-
vince” the protesting farmers
while seeking views of other
farmer organisations and the
government.
OnWednesday,thebenchof

CJIBobdetookseriousobjection
to“namecalling”and“branding”
of members of the committee.
“Howcanyouplaywithpeople's
reputationlikethis?Wehavese-
rious objections to them being
called biased and in saying that
the court has an interest. You
malignpeopleaccordingtoma-
jority opinion?... The Supreme
Courtappointsacommitteeand
their reputation is torn to
shreds,” CJI Bobde said, while
hearing a petition by the Kisan
Mahapanchayat which sought
reconstitutionofthecommittee.
Meanwhile, the Supreme

Court committee has created a
website to seek feedback from
stakeholders about the farm
laws and legal guarantee for
minimumsupportprice.
Thetextof thelawsaswellas

the Supreme Court judgment
hasbeenuploaded to it. It seeks
feedbackandsuggestions inthe
formof questions like: “Areyou
awareabout the implicationsof
legalizingMSP?” and “Will you
be affectedwith the provisions
of theAct?”

FarmleaderAjayAnmolafter themeetingof theSupreme
Courtcommittee inNewDelhionThursday.AbhinavSaha

KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR, JANUARY21

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) has put appear-
ance of international NGO
Khalsa Aid's representatives on
hold fornowin twoof the three
notices.Significantly,theagency
is also not strict about others
who are intentionally not ap-
pearingonthegivendates.
TheNIAhadissuednoticesto

KhalsaAid, farmerunion leader
BaldevSinghSirsa,Punjabiactor
Deep Sidhu alongwith journal-
ists, radio host andmostly Sikh
activists in relationwith an FIR
registeredagainstbannedoutfit
Sikhs For Justice under the
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act on December 15, 2020. The
Indian Express has at least 28
such names who were issued
notices in thesamecase.
All thosewhohave received

notices are active in the farmer
agitationover three farmlaws.
KhalsaAidispresentatDelhi

bordershelping theprotesters.
"We have received a total of

threenotices.Oneofourtrustees
had appeared before NIA last
Friday. They have not asked for
reappearance. They also told us
not to appear in the other two
notices fornow.NIAtoldus that
theywouldcallusifneeded.This
communicationwas before the
latest farmer union meeting
withthegovernment.NIAasked
aboutourprojectsandsourceof
funding," said Amarpreet Singh
ofKhalsaAid.
He said, "We had called

farmerunionsafter seeing their
press release following
Wednesday meeting. We told
themthatwehavealsoreceived
notices.Farmerunionrepresen-
tative toldme to send a copy of
notices...”

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY21

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modiwill distributemore than
1lakhlanddocumentstopeople
from indigenous communities
of poll-bound Assam in
SivasagardistrictonSaturday.
Assam is expected to go to

polls in April and this will be
PrimeMinisterModi’s first visit
to the state in the run-up to the
election. The distribution of the
landdocumentsisinlinewiththe
promisemadebytheSarbananda
Sonowal-led governmentwhen
itcametopowerin2016—topro-
tect“jati,matiandbheti(commu-
nity, landandhearth)”.
“It is for the first time that

landless indigenouspeoplewill
befreshlyallottedlandandgiven
pattas,” Chief Minister
SarbanandaSonowalsaidonthe
occasion. Beneficiarieswill also
includethosewhowereallotted
land earlier, but will now be
givenpattas.
The beneficiaries—over one

lakh people across the state—
havebeenidentifiedbythesub-
divisional land advisory com-
mittees in the districts, a
governmentofficial said.
The Sonowal-led govern-

ment has already allotted 1.10
lakh pattas over the last four-
and-a-half-years, the official
added. “Having a patta is very
important and is useful for sev-
eral other purposes as well. It
will also allow them to secure
bank loans against their land,”
theofficial said.
The distribution will take

place at historic Jerenga Pothar
(field)inSivasagar.Thefieldholds
significanceinAssamesehistory

becauseitwasherethatthe17th-
century Ahomprincess Joymoti
was said to have been tortured
andkilledbyherbrother-in-law
for not revealing the where-
aboutsofherhusband.
Theallegedencroachmentof

land by "doubtful citizens" is a
pivotal issue in Assam politics,
and the BJP had campaigned
stronglyonthisplankduringthe
2016elections.
Butin2019,theBJPfacedop-

position to the Cirizenshp
Amendment Act in Assam over
concerns that it was detrimen-
tal to the interestsof the indige-
nous people. Two newpolitical
parties—the Assam Jatiya
Parishad and the Raijor Dal—
owe their genesis to the anti-
CAA protests. Both are talking
aboutanallianceagainsttheBJP
for thecomingelections.
Ontheotherhand,thisweek,

theCongressandfiveotherpar-
ties—theCPI,theCPI(M)andthe
CPI(ML); the AIUDF and the
AnchalikGanaMorcha(AGM)—
officially announced their pre-
poll ‘grandalliance’.Thealliance
is silent on who will be their
chiefministerial face.
HomeMinister Amit Shah,

who sounded the poll bugle in
Assamlastmonth,hadsaidthat
the newly formed political par-
tiesinAssamweretryingtohelp
theCongresswin. BJPpresident
JPNadda,addressingarallyear-
lierthismonthinAssam,saidthe
party will always protect
Assam’sculture.

PM to distribute over
1 lakh land papers to
indigenous people
in poll-bound Assam

Told by NIA
not to appear
for now:
Khalsa Aid
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STRESSINGON theneed for self
reliance in defence production,
ChiefofArmyStaffGeneralMM
NaravaneonThursdaysaidIndia
hadmadesomeadvancesinthis
areaover thepast fewyearsbut
procedural bottlenecks were
holdingdefencemodernisation
“hostage”.
Speaking at an event organ-

ised by CII and the Society of
Indian DefenceManufacturers,
General Naravane said, “There
arecertainprocedurallacunaein
theprocurementprocess,which
primarily arise due to the over-
bearing nature of our rules and
guidelines in trying to ensure
zero error.” He added that the
problem “is also aggravated by

ourowninterpretationofrules,”
hesaid.
Butheaddedthat inthepast

few years, “we have tried to re-
verse this trend, byboosting in-
digenisation and focusing on
dual-purposehigh-endtechnol-
ogy”.
This approach, he said, “will

not only ensure self-reliance, it
willalsoholdgoodduringtimes
ofcontingency”.Addingthatty-
ing to plug every loophole was
causing delays in the process,
Naravane said it, “results in the
acquisitionprocessbeingtiedup
in knots” and “what has hap-
pened is that the processes and
procedures have become para-
mount rather than the product
and these are holding hostage
defencemodernisation.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

AT THE DOORSTEP
AndhraPradeshChiefMinisterYS JaganMohanReddyonThursday launcheddoorstep
deliveryof rice torationcardholdersby flaggingoff a fleetof 2,500mobiledispensingunits
fromVijayawada.TheChiefMinistersaidhewasmovedbytheplightof elderlyandthe
differently-abledwhohadtowait in longqueuestogetrationsupplies. Thedistributionwill
bedoneusingthevillageandwardvolunteerssystem.Eachbagof rice is sealedandtagged
withauniquecodetopreventadulteration.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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WEST BENGAL Urban
Development and Municipal
AffairsMinisterFirhadHakimon
Thursday claimed that the BSF
was “terrorising”people inbor-
der areas into voting for BJP in
theupcomingstateelections.
TheTMCgovernmentraised

the issue with the Election
Commission (EC)duringanall-
party meeting in Kolkata on
Thursday.
BJPstatechiefDilipGhoshal-

leged that in some areas, the
namesofRohingyarefugeeshad
beenaddedtotheelectoral rolls
and asked Chief Election
Commissioner(CEC)SunilArora
to look into the issue.
“The BJP says lakhs of

Rohingyashaveenteredthevoter
list,butthelisthasbeenprepared
by the EC. Thismeans the BJP is
accusing the election body.We
told theEC to check theBJP's ef-
fortstospreadcommunalhatred
inBengal,” saidHakim.
Themeeting was attended

by TMC leadersHakim, Subrata
Bakshi, SubrataMukherjee and
Partha Chatterjee; CPI-M lead-
ersRabinDebandSamik Lahiri,
and CPI leader Prabir Deb;
Congress leader Soumya Aich
Roy;andBJPleadersDilipGhosh,
Mukul Roy, Shishir Bajoria and
Swapan.
Replying to Ghosh's

Rohingya remarks, Hakim said
the allegation was an insult to
theECandclaimed that theBSF
was forcing voters to favour a
certainpoliticalparty.
“TheBJPissendingtheBSFto

villages in border areas inWest
Bengal and terrorising people
into voting for them. This ismy

allegation. The Election
Commission said we would
cross-check it,”Hakimsaid.
TheBSFdeniedtheallegation

inastatement."TheBSFisapro-
fessionalBorderGuardingForce,
whichhasinthepast,andalsoin
the present, guarded our inter-
national borderswith total sin-
cerity and dedication.We have
actively checked on illegal infil-
tration and smuggling... The
statements given by Sh Partho
Chatterjee, Hon'ble Education
Minister, andMr FirhadHakim,
RuralandDevelopmentMinister
of StateofWestBengal, leveling
allegations against the BSF is
withoutanybasis...”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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AHEAD OF the Assembly elec-
tions in West Bengal, Pirzada
Abbas Siddiqui, the 34-year-old
cleric of Furfura Sharif in
Hooghly district, Thursday
launched a new political party
and said that his party plans to
contest all the 294 seats in the
statewithalliancepartners.
His 26-year-old brother

Nausad Siddiqui has been
named chairman of the Indian
Secular Front and Simul Soren
the president of the party's
workingcommittee.
“Now, we will sit for talks

with other parties, including
AIMIM, and thenwewill make
clearonhowmanyseatswewill
contest inthiselection.Fornow,

weareconsideringtocontestall
the 294 seats," Abbas Siddiqui
told mediapersons at a press
conference inKolkata.
Stating that his “doors are

open” for an alliance with the
Left Front and the Congress,
Siddiqui said: "CPI(M) and
Congress leadershavesent feel-
ers to us. Both the parties sug-

gested that we first launch our
political platform. Let us wait
andsee."
He, however, ruled out con-

testing the elections. "I want to
bethekingmaker. Iwillnotcon-
test the election but will do
everythingpossiblefortheparty.
Wewillworkforthebetterment
of Muslims, Dalits, tribals, and
thepoor.Ourpartyisforall,"said
Siddiqui,oneofthedescendants
of PirAbuBaqarSiddiqui.
He rejected the charge that

hispartywouldenable thedivi-
sionofMuslimvotesinthestate.
Accusing Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee of failing to
deliver, Siddiqui blamed the
Trinamool Congress for “allow-
ingBJP toget intoBengal”
Furfura Sharif is the second

most prominent Sufi shrine in
thecountryafterAjmerSharif.

BSF forcing people to vote for
BJP: TMC complains to EC

Prominent Bengal cleric launches
party: ‘Want to be the kingmaker’
OpentoLeft,Congalliance;plans tocontestall294seats

TMCandBJP leadersafter theall-partymeetingwiththeEC .
ShashiGhosh ShashiGhosh

Forcedismissescharge;BJPallegesRohingya invoter list

PirzadaAbbasSiddiquiat
the launchofhisparty in
Kolkata,Thursday.

ShashiGhosh

Procedures holding
defence modernisation
hostage: Army chief

Panelholds its firstmeetwith farmerbodies from8states

SC panel: Got ideas
to improve law rollout

PMModi
willarrive
inSivasagar
districton
Saturday
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CHIEFMINISTERBSYediyurappa
onThursdayhandedoutportfo-
lios to sevennewministerswho
wereinductedintohiscabineton
January13, andeffectedchanges
toportfoliosof 10ministers, trig-
gering immediate disgruntle-
mentamongsomeinhisCabinet.
In thebiggest changes, Forest

andEnvironmentMinisterAnand
Singh–anaccusedinaCBIcaseof
illegalmining and violations of
forest laws–wasdivestedof the
forestportfolioandgiventourism
while senior minister J C
Madhuswamy,whowasincharge
of lawandparliamentary affairs,
wasdivestedofhisentireportfo-
lioandgiventheminorportfolios
of medical education and
Kannadaandculture.
Madhuswamy’s change of

portfolio is being seenas a likely
fallout of the unprecedented
ruckus in the state legislative

council last yearwhen the BJP
tried to oust theCongress chair-
man.The lawandparliamentary
affairsportfoliohasbeengivento
Home Minister Basavaraj
Bommai.
Madhuswamywas among a

bunch of seemingly unhappy
ministerswhodidnotturnupfor
a Cabinet meeting called
Thursday by Yediyurappa. The
other ministers who gave the
meeting a miss were new in-

ducteeMTBNagaraj,who is re-
portedlyunhappywiththeexcise
portfolio,andKGopalaiah,whois
leftwithhorticulture after being
divestedofthefoodandcivilsup-
pliesportfolio.
Soonafterthenewallocations

were announced, Nagaraj,
Gopalaiahandanotherunhappy
ministerKSudhakar,whowasdi-
vestedof themedical education
portfolio, held ameeting to dis-
cuss their concerns. Incidentally,

thethreeministersareallnewen-
trantstotheBJPalongwithAnand
Singh. They were among 17
CongressandJD(S)MLAswhode-
fected to BJP in 2019 to help
Yediyurappacometopower.
The BJP government played

downconcernsofdissidence.
Anand Singh, whose forest

portfoliohas gone toBJP veteran
Arvind Limbavalli, said on
Thursday: “TheCMspoke tome
aboutthechangeinmyportfolio.
Iagreedandsaid Ihavesomeex-
perience in the tourismministry
and cited it as a preference. The
tenure as forestministerwas an
opportunitytolearnaboutanew
ministry.” A four-timeMLAand
businessmanwithmining inter-
ests, Singhwas appointed forest
ministerinFebruary2020despite
being accused of illegalmining
andforestcrimesin15casessince
2012,includingCBIcases.
NewLawMinister Bommai,

whoconductedthepressbriefing
aftertheCabinetmeeting,saidall
theministerswhodidnotturnup

for the meeting had excused
themselves. “Following the
Cabinetexpansionandchangesin
portfolios, theCMhas spoken to
manyoftheministers.Theminis-
tershavespokenwhatisontheir
minds and the CM is looking at
how these things can be ad-
dressed...”hesaid.
“Madhuswamy was in

Tumakuru. Some others also
sought permission and stayed
away.Thereisnoquestionofdis-
gruntlement... There is nodiffer-
entiation done on basis of
whetherMLAsarecoreBJPmem-
bersornewentrants,”hesaid.
Amongthesevennewminis-

ters inducted on January 13,
MurugeshNirani hasbeengiven
the mining portfolio, C P
Yogeshwarhasbeengivenminor
irrigation,partyveteranSAngara
the fisheries andportsministry,
ArvindLimbavallitheforestmin-
istry,RShankarmunicipaladmin-
istration,Nagaraj theexcisemin-
istry andUmesh Katti the food
andcivilsuppliesministry.
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KarnatakaCMtries
abalancingact

WITHDISCONTENTbrewing among coremembers overhis
choicesfortheCabinet,ChiefMinisterBSYediyurappahasat-
temptedtobalance interestsof corepartymembersandnew
entrantsfromtheCongressandJDS,whohelpedtheBJPcome
topower.Theallocation indicatesYediyurappa isnotkeenon
relinquishingcontroloversomemajorministriessuchasenergy
andBengalurudevelopment.Theofferofsuchportfoliosinfu-
turecouldalsobeusedtocontroldissidenceintheCabinet.

BSY rejigs portfolios, some ministers skip meet

New Delhi
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THIRTEENDAYS after hewrote
a letter to his counterparts
across the 40 police districts of
Bihar about illicit liquor trade
being carried out “at all police
stations”withtheconnivanceof
officials and local public repre-
sentatives, SP (Prohibition)
RakeshKumarSinhawastrans-
ferred out. The same day, his
successor Sanjay Kumar Singh
withdrew the letter by Sinha,
dated January6.
Six other IPS officers were

transferredonJanuary19along
with Sinha, who has been
moved to the Special Branch.
BiharDGPAKSinghalcouldnot
be contacted despite several
attempts.
InhislettertotheSPs,acopy

of which is with The Indian
Express, Sinhaasked foraprobe

into the properties owned by
constables, sub-inspectors and
inspectors of the Excise
Department and urged that
theirmobile phones and those
of their relatives be kept under
surveillancetomonitorconnec-
tions with liquor mafia.
However, Sinha did not name
anybody.
“EventhoughBihargovern-

menthas imposedprohibition,
liquor sale is being carried out
clandestinely under jurisdic-
tion of all police stations with
constables, sub-inspectorsand
inspectors of Excise
Department getting bribed,”
says the letter. It adds that sev-
eral “local public representa-
tives have been in illicit liquor
trade and the liquor law is
openly being violated”.
Sinha said if there was a

probe into the “legal and illegal
property” of excise constables,
sub-inspectors and inspectors,

"thegovernmentsystemwould
beshaken".
While not directly address-

ing issues raised by Sinha's let-
ter, Bihar Education Minister
Ashok Kumar Choudhary told
TheIndianExpress:"TheCMhas
alreadyput inplacea systemof
annual declaration of assets by
publicrepresentativesfortrans-
parency. If there is any specific
findingbythepoliceaboutsome
public representatives, it must
belookedintobythecompetent
authority."
JD(U) spokesperson Rajiv

RanjanPrasadsaidthepartyhad
"noknowledgeof this letter".
"Butthestategovernmentis

committed to taking stringent
actionagainsttheliquormafia,"

Prasadsaid.
RJD spokesperson

Mrityunjay Tiwari said Sinha's
lettershouldbetakenseriously.
"The government must look
into the properties owned by
excise,policeorevenlocalpub-
lic representatives. We have
been saying all along that the
prohibition law is an absolute
failure".
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A CALL on the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment’s recommendation to
pardon Rajiv Gandhi assassina-
tionconvictAGPerarivalanwill
betakenbytheGovernorwithin
three-fourdays,SolicitorGeneral
TusharMehta told theSupreme
CourtThursday.
MehtatoldabenchofJustices

LNageswaraRao,SAbdulNazeer
and Indu Malhotra, hearing a
plea by Perarivalan seeking re-
lease,thathehadreceivedanin-
struction to communicate that
GovernorBanwarilalPurohitwill
decide the matter “as per the
Constitution"inacoupleofdays.
Recording the submission, the
bench adjourned thematter by
fourweeks.
In his plea, Perarivalan had

saidtheGovernorwasyettotake
a call on a recommendation by
the state government on

September9,2018, togranthim
remissionandreleasehimforth-
with. Hearing the matter in
Novemberlastyear,theSupreme
Courthadmadeclear itsunhap-
piness over thependencyof the
request forover twoyears.
It had asked Perarivalan's

counsel Senior Advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayananif itcouldex-
ercisepowersunderArticle142
of the Constitution—which al-
lows theSupremeCourt topass
anyordernecessarytodo“com-
pletejustice”inanycase—tore-
questtheGovernortodecideon
thematter. “You please tell us
what... the Court can do in such
cases. Canwe ask the Governor
to do that, as has been done in
earlier cases?” thebenchsaid.

Sankaranarayanan said
whilethematterwastheprerog-
ative of theGovernor, in several
instances, the court had exer-
cised powers under Article 142.
The bench had then said, “We
don’twant toexerciseour juris-
diction at this stage but we are
not happy that a recommenda-
tionmadebythegovernment is
pending for twoyears.”
While informing the court

about Tamil Nadu’s decision of
September2018recommending
release of all seven convicts in
the1991RajivGandhiassassina-
tion case, Advocate Balaji
Srinivasan, representing the
state, had argued that themat-
terinvolveda“largerconspiracy”
and said the Governor was
awaitinga report fromtheCBI.
However, Justice Rao had

said to this that the “larger con-
spiracy”onlydealtwithwhether
otherpeoplewere involvedand
notwiththosealreadyconvicted
andinprison.Thebenchhadalso

noted that the “larger conspir-
acy”probehadbeenpendingfor
yearsnow.
Arrested at the age of 19 in

the case, Perarivalan had been
sentencedtodeath inMay1999
on the charge of purchasing an
8-voltbatteryusedbytheassas-
sinstotriggerthebeltbombthat
killed Rajiv Gandhi. In 2014, his
sentenceandthatof twoothers,
MuruganandSanthan (bothSri
Lankans),wascommutedtolife.
Soonafter, theAIADMKgovern-
mentinTamilNaduhadordered
the release of all the seven con-
victs in thecase.
While a pardon request

moved by Perarivalan in 2015
was not considered by the
Governor, a Supreme Court or-
der on a related petition in
September 2018 clarified that
the Governorwas “deemed fit”
todecideonthepardon.Within
threedays,theAIADMKgovern-
menthadrecommendedthatall
sevenconvictsbe released.

AGPerarivalan

TNGovernor todecideonpardon
forPerarivalan in3-4days:Centre
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INDIA ON Thursday expressed
“shock”and lodgedastrongpro-
test at the death of three Indian
fishermeninSriLankanwaters,as
itissuedastrongdemarchetothe
actingenvoyof the islandnation
inNewDelhi.“Weareshockedat
the unfortunate loss of lives of
three Indian fishermen andone
Sri Lankan national following a
collisionbetweentheirvesseland
a Sri Lankan naval craft,” the
MinistryofExternalAffairssaidin
astatement.
“Our strongprotest in regard

to this incidentwas conveyedby
ourHighCommissionertotheSri
LankanForeignMinister today.A
strongdemarchewas alsomade
totheSriLankanActingHighCo-
mmissionerinNewDelhi,”itsaid.
“Expressing our deep an-

guishat the lossof lives,weem-
phasized the need to deal with
issuespertainingtofishermenin
ahumanitarianmanner.Existing
understandings between the
twogovernments inthat regard
must be strictly observed.
Utmost efforts should bemade
to ensure that there is no recur-
rence,” theministry said.
In Chennai, Chief Minister

Edappadi K Palaniswami, citing
informationfromfishermenthat
thefourdiedinanattackbytheSri
LankanNavy, condemnedthe is-
landnation'smaritimeforce.
Palaniswamisaidhehaswrit-

ten to PrimeMinisterNarendra
Moditoinitiateanappropriatein-
quiry through the Indian High
CommissioninColombointothe
incident,threedaysafterSriLanka
saidanIndianfishingboatsankin
itswaters following a “collision”
withitsNavyvessel.
Condoling the deaths, the

Chief Minister, in an official re-
lease, said he has ordered relief
of Rs 10 lakh each to the fisher-
men's families.

Markets
Budget, the duration of RBI’s
monetarystimulusandthecheck
oninflation.
The Sensex,which surged to

ahighof50,184,finallyclosedthe
day at 49,624.76, a loss of 560
points fromtheday’shighlevel.
If thenear70-per-centrise in

markets since April 1, 2020 has
comedespitetheeconomy con-
tracting andbeing caught in the
pandemic quicksand, market
participants remain optimistic
overtheflowoffundsintoIndian
equities by foreign portfolio in-
vestors. Between April 1 and
January21,theFPIshaveinvested
a net of Rs 2,41,021 crore into
Indian equities, the highest ever
inanyyear.
RasheshShah, chairmanand

CEO,EdelweissGroup,saidthatif
asmoothtransitionintheUShas
been a big positive, the bounce-
back in domestic economy has
beenverystronggiventheuptick
in steel, cement, auto, real estate
and in broader consumption.
Arguingthattheeconomyneeds
supportforatleastonemoreyear
before it can take off on its own,
Shah said: “For the next 12-18
months, the government needs
to spend and they have got the
libertytospendbecauseofCovid;
eventheRBIneedstomaintainits
liberalism. Spike in inflationand
earlytighteningofmonetarypol-
icybyRBIarethebiggestrisksfor
now.”
There is a broader sense that

with the global liquidity contin-
uingandanadditionalUSstimu-
lus on its way, themarkets are
likely to continuewith their up-
wardmovementfornow.
“Overall, we expect the up-

ward journey tocontinueonthe
back of healthy corporate earn-
ings,strongliquidity,positivede-
velopmentsonthevaccinefront,
broad-basedeconomic recovery
and low interest rates,” said
MotilalOswal,MD&CEO,Motilal
Oswal Financial Services. “Buzz
aroundtheupcomingBudgethas
also added strength to themar-
kets.”
Whilethegainof5,000points

inSensexhascomeinaround32
trading sessions, Deepak Jasani,
Head of Retail Research, HDFC

Securities, said that this reflects
theexpectationsofaturnaround
in the economypost-Covid vac-
cinations and continued FPI in-
flows.“AftertheBudget,wemay
witnessatemporarybraketothe
uptrend and further up move
fromhereonwill dependon the
pace of economic and corporate
earnings growth and the trajec-
toryofinflationandinterestrates
in India and theworld,” Jasani
said.
Significantly,thesurgehasnot

been restricted to a few stocks
andsectors.IftheSensexhasrisen
by68percent,themidandsmall
cap indices at BSE are up 80per
centand93percentrespectively
in the sameperiod. Among sec-
toralindices,whileAutoindexhas
jumped117per cent,metal and
IT indices are also up by 110per
cent and 105 per cent respec-
tively. Technology, capital goods
andhealthcare,bankingandcon-
sumerdurableindices,too,areup
byover60percent.
Indices include better-run

firmsandsotheriseinalsoreflec-
tive of the fact that good and
strong companies have done
well.Investorshavetobecautious
while venturing into random
stocks in themid and small cap
space.
Waqar Naqvi, CEO, Taurus

Mutual Fund, said the rally in
banking,PSU,metals,autoandIT
sectors helped Sensex touch
50,000.“Ifmidcapstocksjointhe
party,whichisahighprobability,
on the back of the vaccinations
andanticipatedannouncements
inthecentralBudgettoboostde-
mand, the stockmarkets should
continuetodowellintheforesee-
ablefuture.Fromthislevel,minor
ups and downs are not going to
bother investors,"hesaid.

Cricket
currentfitnessstandardplayeda
hugeroleingettingourfitnessto
the next level. It is important to
take our fitness level to another
levelnow.Thetimetrialexercise
willhelpustocompeteevenbet-
ter.TheBoardwillkeepupdating
thestandardseveryyear,"aBCCI
official toldTheIndianExpress.
According to the newnorm,

thebenchmarkforfastbowlersis
8minutes and 15 seconds. For

batsmen, wicket-keepers and
spinners, the standardwill be 8
minutes and 30 seconds. The
minimumyo-yo level for all re-
mainsat17.1.
Toplacethenewnorminper-

spective, elite athletes are ex-
pected to complete 2 km in
around6minutes,andamateurs
in15minutes.
The contracted playerswere

informed about the newmark,
whichhasbeenapprovedbyBCCI
president Sourav Ganguly and
secretary Jay Shah, in Australia.
TheyweretoldthattheBoardhas
created threewindows to carry
out the test this year: February,
JuneandAugust/September.
Fornow, theBoardhasmade

anexemptionforthosewhowere
partoftheTestseriesinAustralia.
However, thosewho are in con-
tention for thewhite-ball series
against Englandwill have toun-
dergothistest.Itwillalsobeakey
criterion in selection for the T20
World Cup, whichwill be held
laterthisyear.
The test -- the criteriawill be

updatedlater--willbeheldinthe
presenceofastrengthandcondi-
tioningmemberfromtheBCCIor
NationalCricketAcademy.
Former India team trainer

RamjiSrinivasansaysatimetrial
isbetterthantheyo-yoand“most
effective” test. "It ismore func-
tional towards cricket. Thiswill
testspeed,thresholdzones,how
youplanyourrunningpace.And
you can't cheat as this is time-
based,”hesaid.
TheBCCI had introduced the

yo-yo test a fewyearsago, and it
became a key parameter for se-
lection to the national team.
Players like Ambati Rayudu,
Kedar Jadhav andSanju Samson
had failed the test before,which
resulted in thembeingexcluded
fromthesquad.
In the yo-yo test, two cones

are placed 20metres apart, and
the athlete has to run between
themwhen the beep goes off.
The beeps become more fre-
quentafteroneminute,andifthe
athlete fails to reach the line
within that time, he is expected
to catch up within two more
beeps. The test is stopped if the
playerfailstocatchupbeforethe
beepsrunout.
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³fZ dR Sûªfe Sa¦f I e ªfbSf¶f, Ii e¸f Sa¦f IZ I ´fOÞZ °f±ff ªff¸fb³fe Sa¦f I e
Mû´fe ´fW³fe WbBÊ ±feÜ ¶f©fe I û I »´f³ff ¨ff½f»ff ¸f`dOI »f I fg»fZªf,
I S³ff»f ¸fZÔ QfdJ»f I S½ff¹ff ªff ¨fbI f W`Ü

¹fdQ C´fSû¢°f ¶f©fe I f I ûBÊ ÀfaSÃfI /½ffdÀf Wû ªfû BÀf Àfc¨f³ff I û ´fPÞ SWf W`
°fû d³f¸³f ´f°fZ ´fS 15 dQ³f IZ AaQS-AaQS ´fif°f: 9 ÀfZ Àff¹fa 5 ¶fªfZ °fI Àfa´fIÊ I SmÔÜ
A³¹f±ff ¶f©fe I û ¦fûQ QZ³f WZ°fb ´fidIi ¹ff AfSa·f I S Qe ªffE¦feÜ

dªf»ff ¶ff»f ÀfaSXÃf¯f ÀfûÀffBÊMXe,
¸fdWX»ff Afßf¸f IYfg¸´f»f`¢Àf,
³fªfQeIY DAV School, ¶fÀf ÀM`ÔXOX IZY ´feLZX
IYSX³ff»f
RYû³f ³f. 0184-2272020

WXÀ°ff./-
dªf»ff ¶ff»f ÀfaSXÃf¯f Ad²fIYfSXe,

IYSX³ff»fÜ
1493/7/HRY

FROMPAGEONEIndia issues
strong demarche
over death of
3 fishermen in
Lanka waters

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY21

THEAIADMKgovernmentwill
buildconcretehousesforallhom-
eless farmers, labourers and the
poor if it returns topower in the
upcomingelections, ChiefMini-
sterEdappadiKPalaniswamian-
nounced on Thursday during a
roadshowinnorthernTamilNadu.
Addressing party cadres at

CheyyarnearChengalpet,healso
saidthathisgovernmentisinthe
process of collecting data about
cropdamage in therecentheavy
rainfall andpromised that relief
will begiven to the farmers soon
aftertheprocessiscompleted.
“Farmers, labourersandpoor

peoplewhoarehomelessinrural

areaswill get concretehouses, it
is our key promise. Our farmers
and working class population
should be living with dignity.
Fromruralareastocities,allthose
who are homelesswill get con-
cretehouses,”hesaid.
Palaniswami’s speechesdur-

ing the rally that covered several
towns, includingThiruporurand
Cheyyar,mainly targetedtheop-
positionDMKand its chiefMK
Stalin’s gramsabhamodel cam-
paignprogrammes.
Termingmostof theDMKac-

cusationsagainsttheAIADMKas
“uncivilised”, Palaniswami also
targeted the DMK chief’s son
Udhayanidhi Stalin,who heads
theoppositionparty’syouthwing.
He said: “Udhayanidhi Stalin is
threateningpoliceofficersinpub-
lic.Whatwillhappenifsuchpeo-
plecometopowerinthisstate?”
In the recent past, Palanis-

wami, while mostly targeting
DMK'sfirstfamily,hasbeenmak-
ing repeated statements about
his own humble background,
sayinghestudiedingovernment
schoolsunlikehispolitical arch-
rival Stalin, son of late M
Karunanidhi.
On Thursday, he asked if

Karunanidhi ever travelled to
DelhiforthecauseofTamilNadu
or Tamil people. “All his trips to

Delhiweremadetoensurepower
and position for his son and
daughterandhiscloserelatives...,”
hesaid.“Yousee,everyotherDMK
leader is amultimillionaire. And
DMKisacorporatefirm,notapo-
liticalparty,”headded.
The Chief Minister also de-

fendedDeputy ChiefMinisterO
Panneerselvam.
Referringto“falseaccusations”

being raised against Panneerse-
lvamat Stalin’s events, Palanis-
wami lauded his deputy as a
leader“whospenthisownmoney
tobringbackabout400stranded
MuslimsatthebeginningofCovid
outbreak fromDelhi on trains”.
“Andhe[Panneerselvam]ensured
theirwell-beingandtreatmentaf-
ter reachingChennai,” the Chief
Ministersaid.

WhatsApp officials
appear before House
panel over privacy
policy change

Thesameday,Rakesh
KumarSinha’s
successorSanjay
KumarSinghwithdrew
theletterdatedJan6

SP flags illicit liquor trade at ‘all
police stations in Bihar’, shunted

EdappadiK
Palaniswami

Concrete houses for all homeless farmers,
labourers if re-elected: CM Palaniswami

ENS&PTI
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

THE PARLIAMENTARYpanel on
Information Technology on
Thursdayquestionedrepresenta-
tivesofWhatsAppoverproposed
its changes inprivacypolicy and
raisedconcernsofIndiancitizens,
sourcessaid.
TheWhatsApp representa-

tiveswhoappearedbeforethePar-
liamentary StandingCommittee
on InformationTechnology said
theproposedchangesareaimed
atbringing inmore transparency
andthechatandcallsonmessag-
ingplatformstill remainend-to-
endencrypted,itislearned.
According to the sources, the

representativesofWhatsAppsaid
that therewas no change in the
privacypolicyof2016andinfactit
hasbecomemore transparent.A
source said the representatives
answeredallthequestionsraised
by the panelmembers and as-
suredthemthat theywouldgive
inwriting the responses to the
questions forwhich they could
notansweradequately.
Thesourcealsoclaimedthat

the company representatives
agreedthatdatawasbeingmon-
etised.
Thepanelseparatelyinterac-

tedwith representatives of Fac-
ebook, Twitter andMinistry of
Electronics and Information
Technology.
After the meeting, a

WhatsApp spokesperson said in
a statement, “Wewish to thank
the Honorable Parliamentary
Committeeforgivingusanoppor-
tunitytoappearbeforethemand
provide our views.We look for-
ward to assisting the Hon’ble
Committeeinfutureaswell.”
Inastrongly-wordedletterto

WhatsAppCEOWillCathcartear-
lier this week, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technologyhadsaidtheproposed
changes to theWhatsAppTerms
ofServiceandPrivacyPolicy,with-
out givingusers anoption toopt
out,“raisegraveconcernsregard-
ingtheimplicationsforthechoice
andautonomyofIndiancitizens”.
The letter noted thatwith over
400millionusersinIndia,thecha-
ngeswillhaveadisproportionate
impactonthecountry’scitizens.
WhatsApp had earlier this

monthbegunasking its 2billion
usersworldwidetoacceptanup-
date of its privacy policy if they
want to keep using the popular
messaging app. The new terms
causedanoutcryamongtechnol-
ogy experts, privacy advocates
andusersandtriggeredawaveof
defectionstorivalservicessuchas
SignalandTelegram.

Thepanelseparately
interactedwith
representativesof
FacebookandTwitter

Bhopal: FormerUnionminister
UmaBharti on Thursday urged
BJPchiefJPNaddatoenforceaban
onliquorinBJP-ruledstates.
“Throughthistweet,Ipublicly

appeal tomynational president
@JPNaddaJitochartoutaplanfor
acompleteliquorbaninBJP-ruled
states... Revenue losses can be
made up through othermeans.
However, rapes,murders, acci-
dents and the cases of physical
molestationofminorgirlsunder
theinfluenceofliquorarehorren-
dousandablotonthesociety,”she
saidinaseriesof tweets. PTI

Uma urges Nadda
for liquor ban in
BJP-ruled states

New Delhi



EXPRESSNETWORK8 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY, JANUARY22,2021

Cancellation Notice

Reference Haryana Power Utilities (HPUs) Advt. No. Rectt./HPUs/GATE-2019/2020 dated 04.12.2020
hosted on the website of respective HPUs i.e. www.uhbvn.org.in & www.dhbvn.org.in. and newspaper Public
Notice dated 04.12.2020 vide which online applications were invited for recruitment of Assistant Engineers
(Electrical, Mechanical & Civil) in HPUs viz. HVPNL, HPGCL, UHBVNL & DHBVNL. .

As conveyed by the Haryana Power Generation Corporation Limited (HPGCL) vide letter memo No. Ch-
140/HPG/Gen/-139/Vol.-II dated 08.01.2021, the under mentioned posts against Advt. No. Rectt./HPUs/GATE-
2019/2020 dated 04.12.2020 are hereby cancelled:-

Sd/-
(Ashok Kumar Sharma)

Place: Panchkula Under Secretary/HR-II,
Date: 21.01.2021 HVPNL, Panchkula1509/4/HRY

GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION
Mechanical Engineering Department

DIPR/440/Tender/2021

E-Tender is invited for the following work as per tender condi�on

Ref No. Name of Work Last date and �me
of submission

M1/2138/2020

Supply of 15 Nos. of Truck Mounted
Mobile Toilet

24.02.2021
@ 3.00 P.M

Appx. Value
of Work

EMD Tender opening
Date and �me

Rs. 5.4 Crore Rs. 5,40,000/- 25.02.2021
@ 3.15 P.M

Superintending Engineer (Mech/Br)

M.E.D.C.No.M1/2138/2020
E- Tender No�ce

For Tender details: h�p://tntenders.gov.in

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
CONSTRUCTION DIVISION, P.W.D KASGANJ

Short Term Notice inviting E-Tender
´fÂffaI : 50/ 17 E dQ³ffaI 14-01-2021

The Executive Engineer, Construction Division, U.P.P.W.D. Kasganj on behalf of Governor of
Uttar Pradesh invites the Percentage rate bids from the eligible and approved Contractors
registered with UP, PWD, Road work. The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works.
Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the
Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.
Sl.
No.

District Name of Work Estimated
cost

(Rs. in
Lac)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Cost of
Document

(in Rs.)

Time of
Comple-

tion

Category
of

Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1 Kasganj Special Repair of Patiyali
Nardauli Road to Sanoudi Khash
Road

32.00 3.20 500+300+
144= 944

3 Month A B C D

2 Kasganj Special Repair of Patiyali
Nardauli to Jari Road

23.70 2.37 500+300+
144= 944

3 Month A B C D

3 Kasganj Special Repair of Sanoudi Kham
to nakara tiraha Via Bakenia (PC
And CC Work in Abadi Portion)

24.80 2.48 500+300+
144= 944

3 Month A B C D

4 Kasganj Special Repair of Sikandarpur
Thana to Bangash Nagar Road
(PC Work And CC Work In Abadi
Portion)

22.40 2.24 500+300+
144= 944

3 Month A B C D

5 Kasganj Special Repair Of Dharmpur
Miyaun Road to Immamuddin
Road Via Rasulpur Arora (PC
Work)

19.40 1.94 500+300+
144= 944

3 Month A B C D

6 Kasganj Special Repair Of Patoli
Mahadev Mandir to Rustampur
Road (PC Work)

28.40 2.84 500+300+
144= 944

3 Month A B C D

7 Kasganj Special Repair Of Aurangabad to
Chistipeer Baba Ki Dargah (PC
Work)

14.60 1.46 500+225+
131= 856

3 Month A B C D

8 Kasganj Special Repair Of Dhakpura
Bhargain Road (PC Work)

11.20 1.12 500+225+
131= 856

3 Month A B C D

Bids can be downloaded online from date 23.01.2021 at 10:00 AM to 30.01.2021 at 12:00
Noon, and bid can be submitted online on or before 30.01.2021 at 12:00 Noon. The technical
bids will be opened online on date 30.01.2021 at 04:00 PM.
Technical evaluation of tenders is to be done by Prahari Software, the details of which are
available in NIT enclosed with Bid Document.
All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.co.in

Sd/-
(Sudhir Kumar)

Executive Engineer
Construction Division, P.W.D.,Kasganj

UPID No-159137 Dt. 20.01.2021
www.upgov.nic.in

SUSHANTKULKARNI
PUNE, JANUARY21

FOLLOWING THEmajor fire at
the Serum Institute of India
(SII) campus in Pune on
Thursday that killed five per-
sons and caused serious prop-
erty damage, Pune Police have
launched a probe while the
state and central intelligence
agenciesarecloselymonitoring
thedevelopments, considering
thecompany's role in thecoun-
try's Covid-19 response.
Pune police officials said

that a probewill be conducted
in the case, in which possibili-
ties of criminal negligence
leadingtodeathwillbeprobed,
alongwiththatof the firebeing
a deliberate act of sabotage. In
the initial stage, the Crime
Branch of Pune City Policewill
conduct a parallel probe along
with the team from Hadapsar
police station,whichhas juris-
diction over the area.
Deputy Commissioner of

PoliceNamrataPatil said, “After
every such major incident of
fire, an investigation is con-
ducted. It will happen in this
case too.There is lossof lifeand
damage to property on two
floorsof thebuilding.Aspartof
procedure, a case of accidental
death -- pending probe into
causes --will be registered.We
will decide the course of legal
actionaftergettingthe findings
of this preliminary probe.”
Explaining the possible se-

quence of probe in the case,
Assistant Commissioner of
Police Kalyan Vidhate of
Hasapsar Division said,
“Initially, a case will be regis-
tered wherein details of acci-
dental fireandaccidentaldeath
will be recorded, pending
probe into causes. The investi-
gation teamswill record state-

ments of the persons involved
inthework-- theworkers, con-
tractor, company officials, su-
pervisors etc. Forensic analysis
of the samples collected may
also be done if the probe calls
for it. The probe will try to de-
terminewhethernegligenceon
anyone'spart led to the fireand
loss of life, if adequate precau-
tionary measures for safety
were taken, and even the pos-
sibility it being a deliberate act
will beprobed.Accordingly, an
offencemight be registered.”
Whenaskedwhether there

will be a probe to ascertain if
therewas foul play behind the
fire, PunePoliceCommissioner
Amitabh Gupta said, “Every
possible anglewill be checked.
Wearenot ruling out anything
at this stage.”
Meanwhile, sources from

state and central intelligence
agencies said their teamswere
keeping a close watch on the
developmentsunfoldingat the
SII campus.
“Because of its importance

to thecountry’s responseto the
pandemic, Serum Institute is a
sensitive installation. Various
agencies are monitoring
the fire incident and are coor-
dinating with local police,”
a source said.

SEXUALABUSEATBILASPURSHELTER

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, JANUARY21

SERUM INSTITUTE of India (SII)
CEOAdarPoonawalla,whoisnot
in the country at present, ex-
pressed shock over the fire
mishap at the institute’s build-
ing on Thursday that claimed
five lives. “Not in a mood to
speak. BCG, Rotavirus vaccine,
too many products have been
damagedinthefire,”Poonawalla
toldThe IndianExpress.
Themishaptookplaceatone

of theunderconstructionbuild-
ings at the Special Economic
Zone at SII’s Manjri plant on
Thursdayafternoon.Poonawalla,
who said a few floors of the
building have destroyed in the
fire, took to Twitter to reassure
all governments and common
people that themishapwould
not affect the production of

Covishield, a vaccine for Covid-
19, as multiple buildings had
beenkept reserved todealwith
suchcontingenciesatSII.
“Thiswasanewbuildingatthe

SpecialEconomicZonecampusat
Manjri.Itwasonthevergeofcom-
pletionandthefacilitywasbuiltto
manufacture extra quantities of
BCGandRotavirusvaccines.Wedo
notknowthecauseofthefireand
willassesstheextentof thedam-
age soon,”DrCyrusPoonawalla,
chairmanandmanagingdirector,
SII,whowasatthefacilitytoldThe
IndianExpress.
InformedsourcessaidPrime

MinisterNarendraModihadvis-
ited the building at the SII’s
ManjriplantonNovember28.
Dr Poonawalla told The

Indian Express that the com-
panywill offeracompensation
ofRs25 lakhtoeachof the fam-
ilies of the fire victims, in addi-
tion to the mandated amount
as per the norm.

Thefireat thecampusof SerumInstituteof India inPuneonThursday.AshishKale

GARGIVERMA
BILASPUR, JANUARY21

FOURDAYSafter threewomen
escaped and approached the
policewithallegationsof being
sexually abused at a Ujjawala
shelter home, police on
Thursday evening arrested
JitendraMourya(50),President
of ShivmangalShikshanSamiti,
theNGO that runs the home.
He was named in the FIR

filed on January 17 to which
charges pertaining to rape, as-
sault and criminal conspiracy
have now been added, police
said.Police sent thewomenfor
a medical examination after
theirstatementswererecorded
before a civil judge in the dis-
trict court on Thursday.
An18-yearoldwomanwho

escaped from the Ujjawala
home said, “I was taken there
by the police because my par-
ents didn’t want to keep me.
Then, onmy fourthday there, I
was locked up in a room and
raped. I told this to the judge.”
A gang-rape victim, the

woman had been living at the
home for a month before she
managed to escape with two
otherwomen,oneaged20and

the other 19.
“The women staff beat me

up and locked me in a room
where Mourya forced himself
onme.Hewouldthreatentodo
itagainevery time I tried torun
or alert someone. Theywould-
n’t allow me to speak to my
familyaswell,” the18-year-old
woman said.
“Wewere not fed properly,

but were given medicines
mixed in liquids thatwouldput
us to sleep,” said a 19-year-old
woman, who too had escaped
from the shelter home.
After the statements were

recordedby the civil judge, the
police took the women to
Sarkandapolice station,where
the FIR was lodged on January
17. “Wearescared togoback to
the police station. We were
threatened to keep quiet last
time,” said a 20-year-old
woman,whose husband and .
“The women had not said

anything about sexual abuse
earlier.Theycan’twrite, so Ihad
recorded their statements.
Now, according to their state-
ments, we are adding sections
to the FIR andhe (Mourya) has
beenarrested,”CitySPNimisha
Pandey said.
State Women and Child

DevelopmentSecretaryShahla
Nigar said, “In the primary re-
port, thedirector andher team
had spoken to the three
women about the January 17
incident. Adetailed reportwas
provided to my office today.
Prima facie, it seems there are
grave allegations against the
Samiti. We are looking at clos-
ing down the centre and will
send our findings to the Union
government that provided
grants to the home.”
The seven other women

who stayed at the home have
been sent to their families or
accommodated in other shel-
ters forwomen, officials of the
state Women and Child
DevelopmentDepartmentsaid.
Meanwhile, on Thursday, a

former employee of the Samiti
submitted a letter at the SP of-
fice. The woman, whoworked
at the home in 2012, told The
Indian Express, “Jitendra
Mourya touched the women
inappropriately and com-
mented on their private parts.
He tried to harass me as well.
Hewouldnot let thewomengo
with their families, despite the
main aim of the home being
repatriation.”
In her letter to the SP, she

stated, “Despitemennotbeing
allowed into the rooms of the
women, he (Mourya) would
walk into their rooms late at
night and sometimes with his
friends in an inebriated state.
Hewouldn’t even pay the staff
and eventually we left. At that
time, no one complained but
after seeing themedia reports,
I decided to complain.”
Bilaspur SP Prashant

Agrawal said he had not re-
ceived the letter yet.
According to details on the

Samiti’s website, more than
100 women had stayed at the
home. The Samiti spent Rs 28
lakhonthehomein2017,Rs27
lakh in 2018 and Rs 20 lakh in
2019, their documents state.
According to audit reports, be-
sides the grant from theUnion
Women and Child
Development Ministry, the
Samiti receivedmore thanRs4
lakh indonationandRs74,000
as Covid donation. The shelter
didnot receiveanyaid fromthe
Centre in this financialyear, ac-
cording to sources in the state
Women and Child
Development Department,
which is entrustedwithmoni-
toring the functioning of the
Ujjawala home.

PresidentofNGO that ranshelter
held, rapechargeadded toFIR

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY21

TWELVEDAYS after a fire killed
10 newborns in Bhandara dis-
trict general hospital, the
Maharashtra government on
Thursdaysuspendeddistrictcivil
surgeon Dr Pramod Khandate
alongwith the ondutymedical
officer of the hospital, Dr
ArchanaMeshram,andsister in
charge JyotiBharaskar.
While additional civil sur-

geonDr Sunita Badewas trans-
ferred,thecontractofpaediatri-
cian Dr Stuti Ambade and two
staff nurses – Smita Sanjay
Ambil Duke and Shubhangi
Sathavane–ofthehospitalwere
terminated.
“Thedistrictcivilsurgeonand

medical officerwill remain sus-
pended until the departmental
inquiry is over,” Public Health
Minister Rajesh Tope told The
IndianExpress.
Thedecisioncomesadayaf-

ter Nagpur Divisional

Commissioner Sanjeev Kumar
submittedaninquiryreportinto
the fire incident to Health
SecretaryDrPradeepVyas.
Kumar was heading a six-

membercommitteethatprobed
lapses leading to the fire in
Bhandara hospital. The fire had
occurred between 1 am to 1.30
amonJanuary9.
Thecommitteehasheldcivil

surgeon Khandate and addi-
tionalcivilsurgeonBaderespon-
siblefornegligenceandthehos-
pital suffering from lack of
maintenance.
ThereportheldKhandatere-

sponsible because he was the
overallsupervisorof thehospital
and responsible for repair and
maintenancework.Thetwowere
alsoresponsibleforensuringad-
equatestaff forthehospital.
The report stated that on

dutynursesDukeandSathavane
werenotattheirnursingstation
attimeofthefire.Sisterincharge
of the Sick Newborn Care Unit
(SNCU), Bharaskar,washeld re-
sponsible for not ensuring that

the nurses were present at the
nursingstation.
Medical officer Meshram

andpaediatricianAmbadehave
beenheldresponsiblefornotbe-
ing present at the SNCU at the
timeoftheincidentthoughthey
wereonduty there.
At the time of the incident,

boththenurseshadsteppedout
“to fill some report” after feed-
ing all the babies. Meshram,
postedintheward,wastreating
patients in another ward.
Ambade was also not present
there, the report said.
The two nurses had rushed

back only after they heard the
first explosion in a radiant
warmer. By then, a seven-day-
old baby had charred to death
intheexplodedwarmer, there-
port added.
The report further said that

fire began in a radiant warmer
control panel following a spark.
It is suspected that voltage fluc-
tuationledtothespark.Thecon-
ductor in the control panelwas
wornout, the reportadded.

Civil surgeon among 4 officials
suspended, transferred;
contracts of three terminated

NCLT admits
Antrix petition
to wind up Devas
Multimedia

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JANUARY21

A BENCH of the National
CompanyLawTribunal(NCLT)in
Bengaluruhasadmittedapetition
filedbyAntrixCorporation,ISRO’s
commercial arm, for the liquida-
tion of the space start upDevas
Multimedia andhaspermitteda
provisionalliquidatortotakecon-
trolof thelatter’sassets.
Antrix andDevas have been

engaged in legal battles in India
andtheUSsincetheFebruary11,
2011,cancellationofaJanuary28,
2005,dealforISROtolaunchtwo
communication satellites for
Devastoprovidedigitalmultime-
diaservicestomobilephones.
The petition filed with the

NCLT comes threemonths after
the confirmationbyaUS federal
court of an international arbitra-
tionawardtothetuneof$1.2bil-
liontoDevasascompensationfor
cancellation of the 2005deal by
theIndiangovernment.
Antrixhassoughtliquidation

ofDevasonthegroundsthatthe
startupfirmperpetratedafraud
in connivance with former
Antrix officials to bag the satel-
litedeal in2005.
The “provisional liquidator is

permitted to initiate appropriate
action inaccordancewithextant
provisions of theCompaniesAct
totakecontrolofmanagementof
R1company(DevasMultimedia)
and to take custodyor control of
allthepropertyeffectsandaction-
ableclaimstowhichR1company
is entitled or appears to be enti-
tled to and take such steps and
measuresasmaybenecessaryto
protectandpreserve theproper-
tiesofR1companyandavoidmis-
use of its property,” the NCLT
benchsaidinitsJanuary19order
admittingtheAntrixpetition.
“Wedirect theexistingman-

agementofR1companytoextend
fullcooperationtotheprovisional
liquidator to carryouthis duties
undertheextantprovisionofcom-
paniesact2013,”thebenchsaid.
Duringthehearingofthepeti-

tionlawyersforDevasMultimedia
objected to the liquidationplea
sayingithascomealongtimeaf-
terthedisputehadarisenandthat
thereisnourgencyatpresent.
Thebenchalso stated that its

orderwouldnotprejudice rights
of thecompanies in litigations in
the Delhi High Court and the
SupremeCourt.Thecaseisposted
forhearingagainonFeb8,2021.
In the petition, Antrix said

various statutory authorities
have unearthed the fraud in the
executing of the 2005 agree-
ment. “The fraud is the subject
matter of investigation by two
premierinvestigatingauthorities
of the country, the CBI and the
EnforcementDirectorate,”itsaid.
The tribunal said thepetition

andargumentsbyAntrixlawyers
provesprima facie that thecom-
panyDevashadengagedinfraud.
TheNCLTbenchhasobservedthat
“it is unheardof that a company
incorporatedhardlyoneandhalf
monthsearlier isawardedacon-
tract from the government of
Indiawithouthavinganytechni-
calexpertiseinthefield”.

Stateandcentral
agenciesclosely
monitoring
developments

Victims’kin togetRs25 lakh fromSII

Adar Poonawalla: BCG,
Rotavirus vaccine, too
many products damaged

12DAYSAFTERHOSPITALFIRE INMAHARASHTRA’SBHANDARA

Serum Institute fire: Police to look
into negligence, sabotage angles

New Delhi
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Consumer Grievance / Complaint like: New Connection, Temporary Connection, Load Enhancement, Load Reduction, Permanent Disconnection,
Reconnection, Shifting of Meter and Service line, Name Change, Category Change, Billing, Reading of Meter, Metering Problems
(Faulty/Burnt/Slow/Fast/Stolen), No Current/failure of power supply, Voltage fluctuation, Load shedding/scheduled outages, Non -working of Street Light,
Reporting of theft of electricity/ Unauthorized Use of Electricity.

NOTE:
The distribution licensee shall also provide the details for Pull/ Short Code SMS Service and Web Chat for registration of complaint by
consumer.
If complaint is not resolved timely or complainant is not satisfied with the response/ resolution provided, and if desires, the complainant may
approach to the below officials for further clarification/ resolution, at their respective Division customer care centres: -
STEP 1: Customer Care Officer/ Customer Relation Executive
STEP 2: Business Manager / Customer Service Manager / Dist. Manager
STEP 3: Circle Head/Divisional Chief
If still not satisfied with the resolution, consumer may write at:
STEP 4: Head Customer Care of DISCOM (BRPL, BYPL, TPDDL & NDMC) mentioned below according to area of operation.

Complainant aggrieved by non -redressal of his grievance by the CGRF may make a representation to the Ombudsman at the
following address:
Electricity Ombudsman
B-53, Paschimi Marg, Opp. Tagore International
School, Vasant Vihar, New Delhi –110057
Email: elect_ombudsman@yahoo.com
NOTE:
� The Forum shall not entertain a grievance if it pertains to the same subject matter for which any proceedings before any court, authority

or any other Forum is pending or a decree, award or a final order has already been passed by any competent court, auth ority or forum.
� The Forum shall not entertain grievances falling under sections 126,127,135 to 139, 142, 152 and 161 on matter related to Assessment,

Appeal to appellate authority, Theft of Electricity, Theft of electric lines and materials, Punishment for receiving stolen property,
Interference with meters or works of licensee, Negligently breaking or damaging works, Punishment for non-compliance of
directions by Appropriate Commission, Compounding of offences and Notice of accidents and inquiries respectively of the Electricity
Act, 2003.

� In matters related to Unauthorized Use of Electricity (UUE) under section126 of Electricity Act, 2003, complainant may prefer an appeal
under section 127 of Electricity Act, 2003 before the Additional District Magistrate of the district being the Appellate Authority.

� The Jurisdiction to deal matters related to theft of electricity lies with Special Court.
� This Public Awareness Bulletin No. 13 shall supersede the earlier PAB-8.

Issued in Public Interest by
Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission

Viniyamak Bhawan, C-Block, Shivalik, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017
Telephone: 011-41080417, Website: www.derc.gov.in

Public Awareness
Bulletin - 13

Three Tier Grievance Redressal Structure

TIER –I DISCOMs
Channels for registration of complaint

DISCOM BRPL BYPL TPDDL NDMC

24x7 Toll Free No 19123/39999707 19122/39999808 19124/1800-208-9124 19121/011-49993555

Customer Care
Centers

(Mon-Fri 09:30AM to 05:30PM & Sat -09:30 AM to 01:00PM)

Discom’s
Website

www.bsesdelhi.com www.bsesdelhi.com https://tatapower-ddl.com
https://www.ndmc.gov.in

Mobile App BSES APP BSES APP TPDDL Connect NDMC311

Official Email ID for
Filing Complaint

brpl.customercare@relianc
eada.com

bypl.customercare@relianceada.com
customercare@tatapower-
ddl.com

care@ndmc.gov.in

TIER –II CGRFs

TIER –III Ombudsman

Postal
Address for
forwarding
complaint in
writing

BSES Rajdhani Power
Ltd. (BRPL)
Customer Care, BSES
Bhawan, Behind Nehru
Place Bus Terminal, Nehru
Place, New Delhi -110019

BSES Yamuna Power
Ltd. (BYPL)
Head, (Customer
Care, Jhilmil Corporate
Annex Building, CBD-III,
Karkardooma
Delhi -110032

Tata Power Delhi Distribution
Ltd.(TPDDL)
Customer Complaint Analysis Group
(CCAG) at TATA Power –DDL,
CENCARE Building, Opposite C-2
Block, Lawrence Road, Keshavpuram,
Delhi -110035

New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC)
Executive Engineer Commercial
Department New Delhi Municipal
Council Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Place, Gole Market,
New Delhi -110001

BRPL: Secretary, CGRF -BRPL, Sub Station Building, Sector-V, Pushp Vihar, New Delhi -
110017. Email-cgrfbrpl@gmail.com
BYPL: Secretary, CGRF-BYPL, Sub-Station Building, Shakti Kiran Building, Near
Karkardooma Courts, Karkardooma, Delhi –110032.
Email-cgrfbypl@hotmail.com
TPDDL: Secretary, CGRF -TPDDL, Sub Station Building, Police Colony, Model Town -II,
Delhi -110009. Email-cgredressal.forum@tatapower-ddl.com
NDMC: Secretary, CGRF -NDMC, Shop No.67-68 & 71-73, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Place,
Gole Market, New Delhi –110001. Email-ecgrfndmc@gmail.com

If complainant is not satisfied
either with the response of the
Licensee or there is no
response from the Licensee
within the stipulated time
complainant may approach
CGRFs of respective DISCOMs
mentioned alongside:

DIP/Sabdharth/0568/20-21

DEENBANDHU CHHOTU RAM UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY, MURTHAL, DISTT. SONEPAT (INDIA)-131039
(Established by State Legislative Act 29 of 2006 & Approved under

Section 2 (f) & 12 (B) of U.G.C. Act, 1956),
NAAC ‘A’ Grade Accredited State Govt. University

Website: www.dcrustm.org & www.dcrustm.ac.in Advt. No.03/2021

Advertisement for Six AICTE Doctoral Fellowships
Six Ph.D seats (CSE: 1, ECE: 1, EE: 1, CHE: 1, CE:

1, BT or BME: 1) with ADF scholarships are available
in DCRUST, Murthal. Eligible students may apply with-
in 21 days of the date of this advertisement. Detailed
eligibility conditions regarding Age, GATE score, mini-
mum academic level and rules for admission are avail-
able on the University website www.dcrustm.ac.in/
www.dcrustadmission.org

REGISTRAR
1490/7/HRY

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
ZILA PARISHAD, MAHENDRAGARH AT NARNAUL

NOTICE
Sealed Tender/Quotations are invited from reputed

Firms/Individual for Bio-Toilets under World Bank Incentive
Grant. Tender Forms/Terms, Conditions can be obtained from
office of undersigned w.e.f. 22.01.2021 to 27.01.2021 upto
10.00 A.M. on cash payment of Rs. 2000/- each (Non-refund-
able) or by way of Demand Draft in favour of undersigned.
Tenderer shall submit bids in separate sealed envelopes i.e. in
one envelope the Technical Bid and in 2nd Financial Bids and
both bids shall be submitted in a duly sealed single envelope for
each tender upto 27.01.2021 at 12.00 Noon. Tenders shall be
opened on same day i.e. 27.01.2021 at 03.00 P.M. in the office
of undersigned in the presence of all interested Firms/
Individuals. No tender shall be accepted after due date and time.
Unsealed/Open tender shall not be considered.

The undersigned reserves the right to accept/reject any
Tender/Bid without assigning any reason(S).

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer,

Zila Parishad,
Mahendragarh at Narnaul.1505/7/HRY

NewDelhi:TheSupremeCourton
ThursdaygrantedbailtoKannada
actorRaginiDwivedi,whowasar-
rested in connection with the
Sandalwooddrugsracketcase.
The actor was arrested in

September 2020 under the
NarcoticDrugsandPsychotropic
SubstancesAct,1985.
AppearingforDwivedi,Senior

AdvocateSidharthLuthrasaidshe
hadbeen incustody for140days

whileherco-accusedhadgotbail.
He also contended that the case
againstherwasbasedonthestat-
ement of a co-accused and no
contrabandhadbeenfoundinher
possession. Theonly charge that

remainedwas that of consump-
tionof lessthan1.5gm,hesaid.
Opposingthis,SolicitorGene-

ralTusharMehtasaiditwasnota
caseofmerepersonal consump-
tionand thatmessageswere ex-

changed betweenher anddrug
peddlerscautioningeachotherto
becarefulaboutpolice.Therewas
also tamperingof evidencewith
urine samples being replaced
withwater,headded. ENS

SC grants bail to Kannada actor in drugs racket caseCRPF chief: Have
taken all steps
to empower
commandos on
VIP security duty

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

AGAINSTTHEbackdropof anat-
tackonaconvoyofBJPpresident
JPNaddainWestBengalinDece-
mber, CRPFDGAPMaheshwari
Thursdaysaidtheforcehastaken
all steps to “empower” its com-
mandosdeployedforsecuritydu-
ties of VIPs and that they have
“pluggedthegaps”.Naddaenjoys
Zplussecurityof theCRPF.
“Wehave improved our VIP

security skills.Weare following
thebest security standards...we
areworking tomatch our skills
with the best standards of the
SPG,”hesaidatapressmeethere.
Regarding the incident in

whichsomeBJPleaderswerein-
jured, he said, “Whatever hap-
pened in the outer ring is in the
domainof the state government
andIbelievetheauthoritiescon-
cerned are doing their job.We
have a security system in place
andhave the capability of carry-
ing out ourVIP fromsuch situa-
tionssafeandsecure.”
MaheshwarisaidtheCRPFhas

gone into “past data and trends”
toseeareaswheresecuritycanbe
improved,andisintouchwithall
stakeholdersinvolvedinthistask,
includingthestatepoliceforces.
The CRPF at present has 62

VIPs under its cover, including
HomeMinister Amit Shah, BJP
president J P Nadda, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, party
leadersRahulGandhi andPriya-
nkaGandhiVadra,andformerPM
ManmohanSingh.
ApartfromtheCRPF,CISFand

NSGprovidesuchcoverunderthe
centralVIPprotectioncharter.
The CRPF chief said that as-

pects of “upgrading technology
forsurveillanceorassessmentor
inorganisinganarmedortactical
response” have been worked
upon.“Icanassurethatitisasbest
asitcanbe.”
TheCRPFisalso“considering”

inductingwomensoldiersintoits
elite jungle warfare force, the
CoBRA. The CoBRA battalions
largelyengagewithMaoistsinthe
interiors of Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand. “We already have a
unitofwomencommandoswho
have been pressed into combat
dutiesinBastar.Nowwearecon-
sidering inducting them into
CoBRA,”Maheshwarisaid.
He also said that in Jammu

andKashmir, security forceshad
killed 215 terrorists, including
Hizb-ul-Mujahideencommander
RiyazNaikoo,inthepastoneyear.
RegardingLeftWingExtremism,
hesaid340Maoistsweremadeto
surrenderin2020andaddedthat
CRPFestablishedbases in18 for-
wardareasofwhichfoureachare
inJharkhandandChhattisgarh.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JANUARY21

THREE PERSONSwere arrested
Thursdayinconnectionwiththe
abduction andmurder of a 10-
year-oldboyatPithanpurvillage
inSidhpurapolicestationareaof
UttarPradesh’sKasganjdistrict.
Police said the boywas kid-

napped on Monday evening
over enmity between the two
families, which are related to
each other. The three accused
havebeenidentifiedasAjayKu-
mar,AmarPalandRajBahadur.
CircleOfficer(Patiyali)Gave-

ndra Pal Gautam said Lokesh
was kidnapped from near his
house. “Lokesh’s body was re-
coveredonWednesday, follow-
ingwhichwelaunchedasearch
for theaccused,” saidGautam.
He added, “The two families

liveclosetoeachotherandhave
neighbouring farm lands. The
dispute started after Lokesh's
familyobjectedtoinstallationof
some irrigation equipment by
the familyof theaccused. Three
peoplethenkidnappedtheboy.”
Apolicestatement issuedon

Thursdaysaid, “On January19, a
complaint was received from
Kishanveer Singh that his 10-
year-oldsonLokeshwasmissing.
A casewas lodged under 364-A
(kidnapping).Threeteamswere
formed for the case.” Lokesh’s
bodywas recovered froma field
outsidethevillage, saidpolice.
Police said Ajay was inter-

ceptedThursdayfollowingatip-
off.“Duringabriefconfrontation
with police, he suffered a bullet
wound in his leg…The remain-
ingaccusedwerealsoarrestedon
Thursday,” thestatementsaid.

Police: 3 held
for kidnapping,
killing 10-yr-old
boy in Kasganj

New Delhi



10
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

LAWS ON PAUSE
ThisisexactlywhattheOppositionhadaskedfor—andthe

Governmentrejected.Thisshouldhelpfarmerscometothetable

T
HENARENDRAMODIgovernment’soffer tosuspendthe implementation
of its threeagricultural reform laws for at least18monthsmarksa signifi-
cant departure from its stated let’s-keep-talking position in the deadlock
withagitatingfarmerunions.It,effectively,amountstoarepealofthelaws,
in their current form,as theunionsaredemanding.Comingafter thegov-

ernment—andtheparty’s—insistencethatallcriticismwasmotivatedandpolitical, thisis
anunequivocal admission of the lack of stakeholder consultation andhaste thatmarked
the passage of the legislation. Unlike the Labour Code bills referred to the Parliamentary
StandingCommitteeor thePersonalDataProtectionBill nowbeing scrutinisedbya joint
house panel, the farm lawswere enacted through the ordinance route in June. TheModi
government, even at the time of their introduction in Parliament, refused to heed the
Opposition’srequesttoplacethebillsbeforeaSelectCommittee.Instead,itgotthempassed
inSeptemberwithhardlyanydebateorinformeddiscussion.Thiswasdespitetheselaws,
bythegovernment’sowncontention,beingasgame-changingforIndianagricultureasthe
1991reformsfor industry,servicesandtheexternalsector.
Theproposaltoputthefarmlawsonholdandconstituteacommitteetocomeoutwith

amutually-agreedresolutionbasicallysubstitutesforworkthatshouldhavebeenParliament’s
remit.Hadthebillsgone toaselector jointcommittee thatwouldhave invitedcomments
andsuggestionsfromagricultureexperts,farmersandotherstakeholders,itmaynothavecre-
atedthesituationofdistrustmanifestedintheongoingprotestsatDelhi’sborders.TheModi
governmentclearlyunderestimatedthestrengthoftheagitationandislookingforaface-saver
shortofanoutrightrepealof thelaws.Onehopestheunions, too,stepbackfromtheirhard
repeal-or-nothing-elseline,acceptthisofferandjointhecommitteethat,unliketheparallel
SupremeCourt-appointedpanel,shouldhaverepresentationfrombothvotariesandcritics
of thelaws.Thisisasgoodasthelegislationbeingrepealed,redraftedandreenacted.
While theModigovernmentmust shoulder theblamefor rammingthroughthe farm

lawsandalsomishandlingoftheproteststhatensued,onecannot,however,findfaultwith
thereformsthemselves.Dismantling themonopolyof state-regulatedmandis inagricul-
turalproducemarketing,doingawaywithstockingrestrictionsandallowingprocessors,or-
ganisedretailersandexporterstoenterintocontractcultivationagreementswithfarmers
are all steps in the right direction. The fundamental reality today is that India has transi-
tionedfrombeingastructurallydeficittoasurplusfarmproducer.That, inturn,presentsa
newchallengeof findingmarketsbothwithinandoutsidethecountry,whichonlythepri-
vatesectorcanaddress.Thegovernment’s jobis tobeanenabler,as itdidforothersectors
inthefirst twodecadesof reforms.Agriculturehaswaitedtoo longandits reformscall for
deftpoliticalmanagement.Hopefully,thedeadlockwithfarmershashelpedthegovernment
realise that toeffectmeaningful change,300-plusseats in theLokSabhaalsoneedssome
humilityandawillingnesstolisten.

BIDEN’S BURDEN
Thechallengebefore thenewUSpresident is to reunite

Americaandredefine its role in theworld

T
AKINGCHARGEOFtheUnitedStates,amidstwhathecalleda“winterofperil
andpromise”, JoeBidencelebratedtherestorationofAmericandemocracy
andissuedastirringcall forunity inthedeeplydividednation.Referringin-
directly tothequestioningof theelectionresultsbytheoutgoingpresident,
DonaldTrump,whoskippedtheswearinginofBiden,andhisincitementof

amobattackontheUScapitolearlierthismonth,BidendeclaredthatAmericandemocracy
hasbeentested,butprevailedintheend.Bidenpointedtothemultiplechallengesconfronting
thenation—theCOVID-19pandemicwhosetoll isapproachingnearlyhalf amillion,deep-
eningdomesticinequality,entrenchedracism,climatechangeandnewquestionsaboutthe
Americanroleintheworld.Dealingwiththesesimultaneouschallenges,Bidenargued,de-
mandsanendtothe“uncivilwar”thathasenvelopedAmerica.
Biden’s soaring sentiment on reuniting thenationwas rightly rooted in realism.More

than70millionvoterschoseTrumpandalargesectionofthemcontinuetobelievetheelec-
tionwasunfair.Biden’scallforunitywasnotonlydirectedatTrump’ssupporters,butalsohis
ownparty,manyofwhomare itching forpolitical revenge. Itwillnotbeeasy,however, for
himtotranslatethesoaringsentimenttoreunitethenationintoconcreteoutcomes.Many
ofhisfirststepsatreversingTrump’spolicies—onimmigration,climatechange,andAmerican
participationinmultilateralinstitutions—touchdeeplycontesteddomesticpoliticalterrain.
Biden’s economic agendaonminimumwages and raising taxes runs into intenseopposi-
tionfromthebusinessgroups,includingthebigtechcompaniesofSiliconValley,thatrallied
roundhimintheelection.HealsohastodealwithaCongressthatissoevenlydividedbetween
DemocratsandRepublicansandisnotamenabletoproductivelegislativeaction.
Fouryearsagoathisinaugural,Trumpsetthedarktoneforhispresidencybytalkingabout

an“Americancarnage”thatwasdevastatingthenation.Biden,incontrast,haschosentoraise
hopebyremindingAmericathatits“betterangels”hadprevailedinthecrisesthatcamebe-
fore.Withhisnearlyfivedecades-longpoliticalcareer inWashington,heisprobablybetter
placedthanhispeers innavigatingdangerouspoliticalwaters.Arecordof ideological flexi-
bilityandtheabilitytoreachacrossthepoliticalaislegivesBidentheopportunitytorebuild
a bipartisanpolitical centre that canproduce longoverdue economic, political and social
changethatissoessential forAmericanunityandrenewal.

Shots in the dark

AnandKrishnan

Dismissingcriticismof vaccines innationalist
languagedoesn’thelp inbuildingtrust

TRANSPARENCYANDTRUST are twomajor
—and interrelated—pillars of public policy
decision-making.Transparencyistheprinci-
pleof allowingthoseaffectedbydecisionsto
knowabouttheoutcomeandtheprocessthat
led to those decisions. Transparent gover-
nancemeansthatgovernmentofficialsactin
anopenmanner,withcitizensbeinginformed
of the decisions they are making.
Transparencyhasmanycomponents—avail-
abilityof all relevant information inthepub-
licdomain,apublicdiscourseordebatebased
onthisinformationandafinaldecisionbythe
government,which acknowledges and ad-
dressestheissuesraisedduringthedebate.
Trust is the foundation uponwhich the

legitimacyof public institutions is built and
is crucial for the success of public policies
thatdependonbehaviouralresponsesfrom
the public. Trust is earned by keeping the
promisesmade and, perhaps, is not a “uni-
tary” entity.Agovernment couldbe trusted
to do some things right and it cannot be re-
liedoninsomeotherrespects.Forexample,
trustinpoliceservicesmaybedifferentthan,
say, inthejudiciary,andwithinthejudiciary,
there could be a difference between the
lower and higher judiciary. It is influenced
bytheintegrityofthepeopleandsystem,the
perceivedfairnessandopennessof thesein-
stitutions. The robustness of institutional
mechanisms depends on checks and bal-
ances.If theautonomyof institutionsiscom-
promised, trust isweakened.
The responsibility ofmaintaining trans-

parencyiswiththegovernmentandgiventhe
factthat“trust”hastobeearned, therespon-
sibility of the government is againmore im-
portant.Indiansarebroughtuptotrusthigher
authorities, includingparents, andquestion-
ingthemisconsideredrude.Thus,mostIndian
governmentsstartoffwithanadvantage;they
mustwork hard to lose that trust. This has
beenrepeatedlyconfirmedbytheglobaltrust
surveyswhereIndiahasalwaysrankedhighin
trustofgovernment.Forexample,inthe2018
EdelmanGlobal Trust Survey, 70 per cent of
the public had trust in the government— a

highpercentage, thougha five-pointdecline
fromthepreviousyear.However,inanappar-
entparadox,Indiansdonotreallytrusttheca-
pacityandfairnessofpublicinstitutionsindo-
ingthingstherightway.
Letus reviewthedecisions regarding the

vaccinethroughthesetwoprisms.Theregu-
latory approval has been faulted on all the
threecountsoftransparency,butprimarilyon
thefirstcriteria—theonerelatedtotheavail-
abilityofdataonsafetyandefficacyoftheap-
provedvaccinesinpublictoenableafreeand
fair discussion among all stakeholders, and
not just scientists and experts. The evidence
regardingatleastoneof thevaccineshadnot
yetbeenvettedbypeersandtherewasnode-
bate in the public. The Subject Expert
Committee probably had a gooddiscussion,
but its details are not in the public domain.
Finally, the decisionwas itself couched in
termswhichwasnotunderstoodbylargesec-
tions of people, including public health ex-
perts. Even though thegovernment issueda
clarification,thefactthatitwascompelledto
dososayssomething—thissituationwasem-
inentlyavoidable.
Wereallydonothaveadequateplatforms

tohave anopendialogue anddebate on any
publicmatter and that should beworrying.
Themedia is, perhaps, the only such space
availableanditplaysacriticalrole—byhold-
ingpublicinstitutionstoaccount,ithelpsbuild
trustinthem.Whileingeneral,themediahas
askedtherightquestionsonthevaccineissue,
theyhavealsocontributedtoerosionof trust
bythetoneandtenorofthesequestions—tel-
evisionismoreculpablethantheothers.Ithas
oftenfailedtomaintainthethinlineseparat-
ingresponsiblejournalismofquestioningthe
governmenton itsdecisionandhoundingor
eulogisingthegovernment—botherodetrust.
Public trust is critical for greater compli-

ancewith government guidelines during
emergencies,beitCOVID-appropriatebehav-
iourortheacceptanceofvaccinationinstitu-
tions.TheofficesofIndianCouncilofMedical
Research(ICMR),NationalCentreforDisease
Control (NCDC), Drugs ControllerGeneral of

India(DCGI)andtheircapacityhavecomeun-
der scrutiny and there is a general feeling
amongscientistsandpublicthattheseinstitu-
tionshavenotperformedtheirroleappropri-
ately.Onlyposteritywilljudgehowwellthese
institutionsperformedtheirrole—or,atleast,
whenwehave travelledsomedistance from
thepandemic.However,questionsabouttheir
competence and autonomyare not good for
generatingpublictrustintheinterim.Itisdif-
ficulttosayhowmuchof thecurrentvaccine
hesitancy can be attributed to lack of trans-
parencyandtrust,thoughundoubtedly,they
havecontributedtoit.
Theimportanceof transparencyandtrust

ingovernanceistoensurethatthereisno“un-
due” influence in the government decision-
making—political or commercial. In some
ways,thedecisiononthevaccinehasbecome
lessofascientificoneandmoreofacommer-
cial and political one, especiallywith India
wanting to lead theworld in vaccine supply.
Such opaqueness has also led to concerns
aboutthecostofvaccination.Theresponsesof
someministersthatseemtobeheavyonvac-
cinenationalisttoneshavenothelpedmatters.
Onecouldarguethatincasesofemergen-

cies like the COVID-19pandemic, these val-
uescanbecompromised.However,onecould
also argue that these situations call formore
rigourinholdingtothesevalues.
It is in national interest thatwepromote

transparencyandtrust ingovernance.This is
notoptional.Wedesperatelyneedtocultivate
publicspacesforhealthydialogues,whereall
opinionsarerespected.Doweexpectgovern-
ments to pay only lip service to these values
andnotfollowtheminpractice?Anopenand
measurable accountability framework for
governance inhealth is theneedof thehour.
Wehaveenough theoretical frameworks for
thembutlittleoperationalisation.Itistimewe
bringitupasaprioritypublichealthagenda.

Thewriter isaprofessoratCentrefor
CommunityMedicineattheAll IndiaInstitute

ofMedicalSciences,NewDelhi.Views
expressedarepersonal

The evidence regarding at
least one of the vaccines had
not yet been vetted by peers
and there was no debate in
the public. The Subject
Expert Committee probably
had a good discussion, but
its details are not in the
public domain. Finally, the
decision was itself couched
in terms which was not
understood by large sections
of people, including public
health experts. Even though
the government issued a
clarification, the fact that it
was compelled to do so says
something — this situation
was eminently avoidable.
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It’s not doingwhat is right that’s hard for
a President. It’s knowingwhat is right.

— LYNDON JOHNSONTHEEDITORIALPAGE

Anamika

AFTER THE OFFER LETTER
Gettingtopforeignuniversitiestoopencampusesrequiresmoreinstitutionalautonomy

THE NATIONAL EDUCATION Policy-2020
(NEP-2020), the fourth since Independence,
was rolledout in July2020andhas led to in-
tensediscussiononschoolandhighereduca-
tion. Themost challengingaspectof thepol-
icy is the implementation of even those
aspects onwhich there is some sort of con-
sensus. The earlier educationpolicies (1968,
1986 and the 1986 revised in 1992) were
lauded as documents with clear vision.
However,thesepoliciescouldnotyieldmuch
duetofaultyimplementation.
There aremany provisions in the policy

forimprovingthequalityofhighereducation.
For the first time, internationalisation of
highereducationhasbeenhighlightedasan
objective.One suchprovision is to invite the
top100WorldClassUniversities toopen in-
ternationalbranchcampuses(IBCs) in India.
The underlying assumption is to raise the
standardofresearchandteachingtointerna-
tional levels and slowdown the out-bound
mobilityof Indianstudents.Thebiggestchal-
lengewouldbetheinclinationoftopuniver-
sitiestoestablishacampusinIndia.Notmany
suchuniversitieshavesuchpolicies inplace.
At the same time, many universities are
yearning to turn truly global and hold insti-
tutionalmobilityasaprerequisite.
Internationalisation of higher education

in India has a pre-history.Many top foreign
universitiescollaboratewithIndianhighered-
ucation institutions such as IITs and central
universitiesforresearchandknowledgetrans-
fer.Thecollaborationhasbeenstrengthened
bygovernment’s schemes suchasGIANand
SPARC.Conventionalwisdomdictatesthatthe

existingresearchandacademiccollaborations
between foreign and Indian institutions
wouldfacilitatetheentryof IBCsinIndia.
To explore the potential of the policy of

branchcampusesandgaugethemoodof top
universities’ interest in India, a series of con-
versationshavebeenheldwith experts, aca-
demicadministratorsandglobalheadsoffor-
eign universities. The discussions throwup
interestingpoints.Topforeignuniversitiesare
willingtorespondpositivelyprovidedthereis
sufficient clarity in areas essential for opera-
tionalisation of branch campuses in India.
Interestingly,suchuniversitiesarenotlooking
forward to state sponsored infrastructure of
the kind that theDubai KnowledgeHubhas
offered— ready tomove in campus, office
space,andother facilities.Acloser lookat the
IBCssuggests thatthesecampusesaredriven
bythedesiretoaccumulateprofitintheman-
ner of business enterprises. This implies that
Indiawill have to allow IBCs to repatriate in-
come.Theoutflowofthemoneymaynotnec-
essarilybe100percentofwhattheseuniver-
sities earn in India, but it will have to be a
significantamount.Asofnow,theredoesnot
seem to be a viable model to balance the
ploughingbackoftheresourcesearnedinIndia
andcashremittancestotheparentuniversity.
A key issue in the internationalisation of

higher education is the preference for sub-
jectsandtheareasofresearchconsideredre-
warding. Social sciences andhumanities do
notgenerallyfigureintheimaginationofde-
cisionmakers — they are not seen as prof-
itable ventures. There does seem to be a
heartening change in this respect.However,

here, and in amuch greatermeasure com-
pared to the science and business-oriented
courses, foreign institutions demandmore
autonomyin framingandchangingcurricu-
lum,daily functioningof the institution, the
freedomto sayno to industries, and even in
themanner the institution is branded. The
favourably inclined foreign universities also
expecttobetreatedonparwithIndianinsti-
tutionsinmattersofgovernmentfundingand
scholarships.Inreturn,theyarewillingtoim-
plementtheIndianpolicyof social inclusion
inhighereducation intheir IBCs.
Arelatedaspectof internationalisationof

highereducationisIndia’skeeninterestonin-
creasing the inflowof foreign students. The
Study in India programmewas launched in
April 2018with generous scholarships. Top
universities encourage their students to go
abroad for a semester or a year. Exposure to
multiplecultures,subjectsandpedagogiesis
deemedtobeanassetandpartofculturalcap-
ital. India is nodoubt a potential destination
for such study abroad experiences although
itmust be admitted that it is not happening
ona largescale. Theestablishmentof IBCs in
IndiawouldgelwellwiththeIndianquestfor
thein-boundmobilityofstudentsandschol-
ars. The international standardsmaintained
bytheIBCswouldbeattractiveenoughforin-
ternational students to explore and experi-
enceIndianeducationandculture.

Thewriter isDeputyAdviser,Unit for
InternationalCooperation,National Institute
ofEducationalPlanningandAdministration,
NewDelhi.Viewsexpressedarepersonal

There are many provisions
in the policy for improving
the quality of higher
education. For the first time,
internationalisation of
higher education has been
highlighted as an objective.
One such provision is to
invite the top 100 World
Class Universities to open
international branch
campuses (IBCs) in India.
The underlying assumption
is to raise the standard of
research and teaching to
international levels and slow
down the out-bound
mobility of Indian students.

KARNATAKA VIOLENCE
ATLEASTFIVEpeoplewerekilled inthepo-
lice firings at the HAL in Bangalore and in
Chintamani,Kolardistrict,Karnataka.Three
students were killed when the police
opened firing in Chintamani, about 70 km
from Bangalore. In Bangalore, two people
were killedwhen the police opened fire to
quellariotousmobduringthebandhcalled
bythestrikingemployeesof thepublicsec-
tor units. The police opened fire after their
attempt to disperse the stone-throwing
mobthroughlathichargingandteargassing
failed. In fact, the mob snatched a
constable’s rifle and set fire to a police
officer’s motorcycle and a few cycles. The
forum of public sector employees de-

manded a judicial inquiry into the police
firing and called on workers to observe
January25as a blackday.

MADRAS CJ RESIGNS
THE CHIEF JUSTICE of the Madras High
Court, MM Ismail, is resigning in protest
against his transfer to Kerala “without” his
“consent”. Sources close to him said that a
straightforwardandhonest judgeopposed
to any form of authoritarianism had no
other alternativebut to tenderhis resigna-
tion.Theysaidthat Ismailwasnotopposed
to the transfer per se but the manner in
which it was imposed on him. He sat on
court on January 21 and is likely to sit on
January22aswell.

WHO TRAINS COPS?
THE POLICE TRAINING institutions in
Punjab andHaryana, responsible for train-
ing “the guardians of the law” and “friends
of thepublic”seeminadequatelyequipped
todischargetheir functions.Theyarestaffed
by “condemned” and “shelved” police
personnel,an investigationbythisnewspa-
per has revealed. These institutions also
have inadequate facilities and are run ac-
cording to a dated curriculum framed in
British times.

HOOCH TRAGEDY
FIVE PERSONS DIED after drinking illicit
liquor in Jaipur district of Rajasthan. Two
otherswere admitted tohospital.

JANUARY 22, 1981, FORTYYEARSAGO

SLAYING THE DRAGON
Kamalamisabeginning.Moregoodies

await renaming

A
SITTURNSout,GobiManchurianwasnotthebiggestblowthatIndiacould
havedealttoChinesenationalpride.No,thatcouldonlyhappenbyrenam-
ingdragonfruitbecause,accordingtoGujaratCMVijayRupani, thecom-
monEnglishnamemakesone thinkof China—a strict no-nogiven cur-
rent geopolitical circumstances. And, so, the fruitwith the spiky, fuchsia

peelwillhenceforthbeknownas“kamalam”,thankstoitsresemblancetoournationalflower.
Anytipof thehattoacertainpoliticalpartyispurelycoincidental.
Butwhy stop at dragon fruitwhich, as amatter of fact, is of Central Americanorigin?

ConsideringhowfarbackIndo-Chineserelationsgo,thereareplentyofotherthingstorename,
startingwithwhitesugarakacheeni. Itwouldbeverynon-atmanirbharofustonotcomeup
withourownnameforit.Andwhataboutchai,whichoriginatesintheChinesewordfortea,
cha?We also propose thatMalayalis should hereafter stop referring to their karahis as
cheenachattibecausethatwordisaclearreferencetothewok’sChineseantecedents.Nobler
mindshavealreadysuggestedthat foodsofChineseoriginshouldbebanned, sothere’sno
point repeating it, although itwouldbe remiss of us tonot point out that chowmein and
manchowsoupprobablyhavemoretodowithSuratthanSuzhou.
Ofcourse,atsomepoint,we’ll rememberthatnoaspectof cultureremainsstatic,espe-

ciallyinaninterconnectedworldasours.TouseametaphorfromChinesecuisine(forgiveus),
it’s a bit like thebroth in ahot pot towhichvarious ingredients are added— thinly-sliced
chicken,maybesomebeansprouts,followedbynoodlesand,perhaps,shrimpballsandfried
tofu—until itbecomesfarricherandmoreappetisingthanitwouldhavebeenonitsown.

New Delhi
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Saner media outlets and moderate political elements in India need to address
this unhealthy trend before brinkmanship, fuelled by a pliant, cheerleading
media, leads to a potential disaster in South Asia.” —DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

I’ve observed Rahane pretty
closely on this tour. The
hallmark of any captain is his
ability to handle the bowling
resources. This is where
yours truly has become an
absolute ‘mureed’ of Rahane.
Three Tests is good enough
time to assess a captain’s
bowling changes and fielding
placements. I tried hard but I
couldn’t find a single Rahane
move which could be
questioned by armchair
critics like me.

For Super
Middlemen

Centre’s farmlawstransgressConstitution’s
federalstructure.Theywillcreatemonopoliesin
agricultureproductionandtrade,hurtfarmers

THECONSTITUTIONofIndiaisa“fundamen-
taldocument”,asdeclaredbyBRAmbedkar
on September 17, 1949 during the
ConstituentAssemblydebates. Tohim, this
documentdefinedthepowersandfunctions
of thethreeorgansof thestate—thelegisla-
ture, executive and judiciary: “…in fact, the
purposeofaConstitutionisnotmerelytocre-
ate theorgansof the State but to limit their
authority because if no limitationwas im-
posedupontheauthorityoforgans,therewill
be complete tyranny and oppression… it
wouldresult inutterchaos.”
The Farmers (Empowerment and

Protection)Agreement onPriceAssurance
andFarmServicesAct,2020(Act20of2020),
Farmers' Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion andFacilitation)Act, 2020 (Act
21of 2020) and theEssential Commodities
(Amendment) Act (ECA), 2020 (No. 22 of
2020),havebeenenactedbyParliament,and
seeminglystepbeyonditsauthority,creating
chaos.
Let us examine them froma constitu-

tional perspective. The SupremeCourt (SC)
hasconsistentlyheldagriculturetobeastate
subject. A constitution bench in ITC Ltd. v.
AgriculturalProduceMarketCommittee(2002)
held: “TheConstitutionof Indiadeserves to
be interpreted, language permitting, in a
manner that it does notwhittle down the
powersoftheStateLegislatureandpreserves
the federalismwhile also upholding the
Centralsupremacy,”holdingthatParliament
isincompetenttolegislateonagriculture.
ByAct22,Parliamenthasvirtuallymade

theECA, 1955, redundant. Central and state
governmentscannowcontrolthesupplyand
priceofessentialcommoditiesonlyinexcep-
tional circumstances. Far fromsub-serving
the“interestsofthegeneralpublic”,interests
of largebusinesseswillbeserved.
Act No. 20 and 21 of 2020, enacted by

Parliament are clearly referable to Entry 14
andEntry28ofListII,whichinclude“agricul-
ture”and“markets”.TheConstitutiondistrib-
utesinScheduleVII,subjectsormatterstobe
legislatedthus:ListIforParliament,ListIIfor
state legislatures, and List III for concurrent
exercise by both, subject to limitations.
Clearly, the Constitution-framerswanted
statestodealexclusivelywithmattersrelat-
ingtoagriculture.
T T Krishnamachari, member of the

DraftingCommittee,madethefollowingper-
tinentpoint intheConstituentAssemblyon
June 14, 1949: “I amone of thosewhobe-
lieves, andbelieves very firmly, thatwher-
everwe assign a field to the provinces in
which they can act we must leave that
provinceinsolechargeof thatfield...”
ShibanlalSaxenamovedanamendment

seeking“...thatagricultureandlandrevenue
systemsalloverIndiashouldbeamenableto
planningonanall-Indiascale”.Thisamend-
mentwasnot acceptedbyKrishnamachari

andwas rejected. Brajeshwar Prasad pro-
posedanamendmentarguingthat“agricul-
tureisavitalsubject…buthereIamonlysay-
ingthatthepowertolegislateonthissubject
must remainexclusively in thehandsof the
Centre.”Krishnamacharirejectedthissaying,
that“agriculturehappenstobetheprincipal
industryinthiscountry,andpracticallyoneof
themain functionsof theState, andbeyond
takingcertainpowersforthepurposeof co-
ordination,IdonotthinktheCentreisatallca-
pableofhandlingthisvastproblem...”
The two farm laws, ostensiblymeant to

create an ecosystemwhere farmers and
tradersenjoythefreedomofchoicerelating
tothesaleandpurchaseoffarmers'produce,
containextraordinaryprovisionsopposedto
theregulationofmarketsbystatesforthesale
andpurchaseofagriculturalproduce.InM.C.
V. S. Arunachala Nadar Etc vs The State Of
Madras&Others, theSC, speaking through J
SubbaRao, asserted “that cultivators suffer
frommanyhandicaps:tobeginwithheisil-
literateandingeneral ignorantofprevailing
market prices especially in regard to com-
mercial crops…Theestablishmentof regu-
latedmarketsmustformanessentialpartof
anyorderedplanofagriculturaldevelopment
in this country.” The Court observed: “The
aforesaidobservationsdescribe thepitiable
dependenceofthemiddle-classandpoorry-
otsonthemiddlemenandpettytraders,with
theresult that thecultivatorsarenotable to
findmarketsfortheirproducewhereinthey
canexpectreasonablepriceforthem.”
The new farm laws, far fromproviding

regulatedmarkets, purport to leave cultiva-
torstothemercyof thefreemarket.Afarm-
ing agreement for oneor five years, provid-
ingforvariousfacetsofthesupplyofproduce,
includingtime,standardsandpriceandother
relatedmatters,thepowerofinspectionand
rejectioncancreateserioushurdlesfortheil-
literateandignorantcultivator.Statelawsdo
notapplyonceafarmingagreementhasbeen
entered into and no stock limit applies to
quantities of farming produce purchased
thereunder, notwithstanding the ECA. The
freedomtocarryon inter-stateor intra-sate
tradeandcommerceinfarmproduceisnow
absolute.No levyor fee canbe leviedunder
the stateAPMCAct or anyother lawof the
state.
Thefarmlawsareclearlyaimedatcreat-

ingtradinggiantsinagriculturalproducewho
can control agricultural activity. These laws
create“supermiddlemen”toreplacetheex-
istingsmallermiddlemen,hurtingtheculti-
vators evenmore. The availability of regu-
latedmarkets and the hope for fair prices
standshattered.Farmlawsruncountertothe
state’spolicy,inter-alia,todistributematerial
resources to sub-serve common good, a
DirectivePrinciple.
Inits2019electionmanifesto,theBJPhad

made12promises to farmersdeclaring, “at
theverybeginningofourcurrentterm,Prime
MinisterModi embarked on amission to
doublefarmers’income.Wewillmakeallef-
forts to achieve this goal by2022.” So,what
madeittakeacompleteU-Turn?Andwhyis
thePMnotwilling tokeepuphispromise?
Wewillneverknow.

Thewriterisasenioradvocateandformer
presidentoftheSupremeCourtBar

Association

IMUSTCONFESS Iamstill inastateof inebri-
ationaftertheIndianflagflutteredonTuesday
eveningattheGabba.Ididinfacttellmywife,
thatitwasallsoorgasmic!
Aplacefarawayfromhome,anintimida-

toryarena,andanAustralianfortressnowfeels
so desi, so Indian, a future tourist attraction
wherecricket-lovingIndiansfromalloverthe
worldwill take theirkidsandsay, “Look, feel,
savour, here iswhereour cricket teamswag-
geredwiththeirbrokenbodiesandunearthed
thatintangiblequalityofcharacterandearned
respect.”
MyTwitterhandleexplodedasIstruggled

tocometotermswiththeawesomenessof it
all.Themediawenttotowntryingtheirbestto
describetheBrisbanegoosebumps.Socialme-
dia, however, wasmiles ahead, devouring
every bit of each and every player’s family
members,whounderstandably thoroughly
enjoyedtheirreflectedsunshine.
However,Ididn’tunderstandoneparticu-

lar aspect in this celebration. I don’t quite get
theneed tooveremphasise themodest back
storiesof players. Someonebeinga rickshaw
driver’ssonhasnothingtodowithhiscricket:
Onasportingfieldallareequals.Thoseadjec-
tives,intendedpraiseperhaps,seemlikeslurs.
If youngsters are competing on equal terms
thenwhere’stheneedtoindulgeinpityofany
sort?Igetthatthepeoplewanttohighlightthe
hardshipsinvolvedinthejourneytotheIndian
teamfor inspiration. But theway it playsout
onsocialmedia andWhatsApp forwards, it’s
strippedoffthosenuancesandcomesacrossas
insensitive.
Another ofmypeeve is thehyping tagof

“thegreatestwinever”.Itreducessomeofthe
trulygreatmemoriesofthepastasmerefoot-
note-moments. I have tried toget to thebot-
tomofthisphenomenonandhaveconcluded
thatMotherNaturedoesn’t allowus to keep
ourmemorybankburstingwithadistantpast.
Only recentmemories stayaliveandkicking.
They call it recency bias. And amomentous
event like theGabbaglory turns into instant
gratification—theneedtoglorifythepresent
endsupinerasureofthepast.Thepastrecedes
intoadistance,almostoutofrealmsofreality;
this is purely apsychological ploy toprocess
thepresent.
The context of the pandemic,which be-

camethebackdropofthisgreatachievement,
alsohasaddedfurtherlayers.InIndia,wehave
hadtocopewithman-madedisastersalso.So,
this cricket serieswasplayed in an environ-
mentof doomandgloom.AjinkyaRahane&
Co. haveworkedwonders to bring smiles to
our drab faces. For thatwe can’t be grateful
enough,appreciativeenough.
Personally, I am floored with the way

Rahane conjuredmagic frombrokenbodies
aroundhim.Thewayhehandledhismeagre
resources remindsmeof Tiger Pataudi,who
throughouthiscaptaincytenurewaswoefully
shortofawell-roundedunitbuthisleadership
alone gave Indian cricket fresh legs. It was
Pataudiwhodefined an “Indianness” in our

cricket.Heinfusedinusathrillingsenseofbe-
ingtogetherinthisride.
Mindyou,whenTigerwas thrownat the

deep end, his biggest qualificationwas his
royal upbringing, the very thing that could
have jeopardised his and our chances. The
countryhadchosendemocracy,reducingthe
kingsandqueenstomythology, tochildren’s
games.Tigerneverflauntedhisregalheritage
and got into his groove fairly soon to leave a
stampofutterselflessnessandhumility—the
soul of leadership. I findall thesequalities in
Rahaneandheisaseasonedcampaignerun-
like Patuadi,whohad to find hisway in the
captaincymaze.
I’veobservedRahaneprettycloselyonthis

tour.Thehallmarkofanycaptain ishisability
tohandlethebowlingresources.Thisiswhere
yourstrulyhasbecomeanabsolute“mureed”
ofRahane.ThreeTestsisgoodenoughtimeto
assessacaptain’sbowlingchangesandfielding
placements. I triedhardbut I couldn’t find a
single Rahanemovewhich could be ques-
tionedbyarmchaircriticslikeme.
Letmekeepmyviewsawayfromthecon-

text for awhile and lend an ear to Chappelli
(IanChappell),someonenotinahabittobeap-
preciativeofforeigncaptainsonAustraliansoil.
Actually,mostoftheAustralianmediaispretty
notoriouswhenitcomestotrulycompliment-
ingtheleadersofthevisitingteams.However,
Rahane came in for raving praise from
Chappelliandallandsundryinprintaswellas
electronicmedia.
Formepersonally, itwasmoreimportant

thattheIndianbowlersthrivedunderRahane’s
quietbutwatchfuleyes.RavichandranAshwin
isnoteasilysatisfiedwithhimselforevenwith
themanatthehelm.But itwashearteningto
seehimatpeacewithhimselfandalsothecap-
tain. Youcould seehimall-involved in the fi-
nalTestevenwhenhewasn’tintheplayingXI.
The obvious sign of a disgruntled dressing
roomaresulkingfacesofthosecarryingdrinks.
Eventoacriticaleye,itwaspleasingtosee

acaptainwhowasunperturbed,unruffledand
leastdemonstrative.Whatsealedmyvotefor
himwas his gesture at the end of the Test.

WatchinghimhandovertheglitteringBorder-
GavaskarTrophytoTNatarajan,arookieonhis
firstawaytour,wouldhavehadthecricketing
Godslookingdownathimwithkindeyes.This
formewaspure and simple leadership at its
honestbest.
The great Richie Benaud famously said,

“Captaincyis90percent luckand10percent
skill.Butdon’ttryitwithoutthat10percent.”
Rahanehasboth,thoughwithaminorchange
inproportion.Hehas50percent luckand50
percentskill.
I hope I’m not giving the impression of

bendingmybacktobuildacaseforRahaneto
takeover as Test captain. If anythingmysin-
cereaimistoprolongViratKohli’sbattingca-
reerforthecountry.Sharedresponsibilitiesin
cricket are different fromcorporate/political
fieldswhenceindividualsarealmostvyingfor
cut-throat glory. In sports, especially cricket,
captains can be seen swimming or sinking
withtheteamstheylead.
Another ticklish thought pops up inmy

mind:Does India needVirat Kohli the great
batsmanorViratKohli amediocre captain in
thelongrun?Providencehasprovideduswith
an instant option. Rahane can lead in Tests
whileKohli andRohit Sharma can share the
duties inwhite-ballcricket. Iamcertainnone
oftheselectorswouldwanttoownupthisre-
sponsibility.MaybeKohlicanoffertomakean
honourablewayforRahanetotakeoverdur-
ing the series against Englandat home. I can
assurenobadbloodwouldbe causedwhen
weensurethatthelargerpictureonthecanvas
isIndiancricket.
Postscript:NotforamomentamIsuggest-

ing that given anopportunity to lead Indian
Test side, Rahanewill not commit a blunder.
Far from it. Having played this game long
enough I can safely confide that crickethas a
greatknackofbringingdownahaughtyhead
withathud.ChancesofRahanemeetingwith
thatfateareslender—becausehedoesn’tseem
topossessahaughtyhead,notyetanyway.

Thewriter captained the Indiancricket team
in the1970s

AMERICAN MESSAGE

THIS REFERS TO the report, 'America
afresh' (IE, January21).Democracyhas
returned to America. As Joe Biden his
Inaugural Address he said, "This is
America’s day… This is democracy’s
day.” And, “We can do this if we open
our souls instead of hardening our
hearts”.Thatwasamessagenotjustfor
Americabut forallnationsofworld.

MelvilleXD'Souza,Mumbai

LAW NEEDED
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Legal
loophole'(IE, January 21). Since
WhatsApp issued its newprivacy pol-
icy, it has been a topic of discussion
amongmillions of users in India.The
consequencesofnotacceptingthepol-
icywasclearlymentioned—apossible
deletion of the account. The language
andthenatureoftheconsequenceisof-
fensive toWhatsApp's largestmarket
intheworld.TherootcauseisthatIndia
doesn't has a personal data [rotection
law,whichhasbeen in thepipeline for
years.

AyushiSingh,Agra

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Legal
loopholes'(IE, January21).WhatsApp’s
decision to delay the update of its pri-
vacypolicyisanimplicitacknowledge-
ment of the increasing role played by
perceptions about privacy in the con-
tinuedwell-beingof apopularservice.
Privacyofabillioncitizensistooimpor-

tant a thing to be left just to the prac-
ticesof acommercialenterprise. Itwill
be reassuring if it is guaranteed by a
strong law.

SSPaul,Nadia

WELCOME BIDEN
THIS REFERS TO the report, 'I will be
President for all Americans: Joe
Biden’(IE.January21).Biden'swordsare
a solace for everyAmerican. That soci-
ety, riven by his predecessor Donald
Trump’s racist words and actions,
needed this moment. Biden is so un-
happy with Trump’s discriminatory
policiesthathesignedasmanyas17ex-
ecutive orders to nullify them on his
firstday.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

TIMESCHANGEandeconomiesevolve.Ifone
hangsontopoliciessimplybecauseofahistor-
ical legacy, thatwill be an inferior response.
TherewasanAirCorporationsActof1953,re-
pealedin1994.Itisunlikelyanyonewillwant
thepre-1994monopolyofIndianAirlinesand
Air India simply because thiswas perceived
to be important in 1953. The Essential
CommoditiesAct(ECA),dated1955,isroughly
of the samevintage. That’s not quite correct
—ECA’santecedentsareofanearliervintage.
It goes back towar-time shortages and the
Defenceof IndiaAct,1939.WhenWorldWar
IIwasover,therewasnopossiblejustification
for thatparticularDefenceof IndiaActand it
was repealed. However, therewas justifica-
tion for government control over “essential”
commodities, “essential” being defined as
necessaryandindispensable.
Accordingly, therewas firstanordinance

andthenanActin1946,theEssentialSupplies
(Temporary Powers) Act. The preamble and
title indicated thiswasmeant to be tempo-
rary.Meanwhile,wehadtheConstitutionand
underArticle269,theUniongovernmenthad
powers to enact laws for items on the State
List,asiftheywereontheConcurrentList.But
onlyforfiveyears“fromthecommencement
oftheConstitution”.Thattookusto1955and
wecanskipthedetailsofhowEntry33inthe
ConcurrentListwasamendedsothattheECA
permanentlyenteredthestatutebooks.
Footwearmaybeessential,inthesenseof

beingindispensable.Thatdoesn’tnecessarily
mean the government should “control the

production, supply and distribution of, and
trade and commerce” in footwear. At least
that’s what most people will think now.
However,ifwecastourmindsback,in1973,a
Planning Commission “Committee on
Essential Commodities andArticles ofMass
Consumption” concluded that the following
wereessential items—cereals,pulses, sugar,
gurandkhandsari;edibleoilsandvanaspati;
milk, eggs and fish; commonclothing; stan-
dardfootwear;keroseneoilanddomesticfu-
els; commondrugsandmedicines;bicycles,
bicycletyresandtubes;matches,drycellsand
hurricane lanterns; soaps and detergents;
textbooksandstationery.Hence,itfelt,“Inthe
urban sector the requirementwould be to
makeavailableoneor twocommontypesof
footwear—called“Janta”shoesorchappals–
at reasonable prices.” The distribution of
“common clothing, standard footwear and
soapsanddetergentsmaybeentrustedtothe
NationalCooperativeConsumersFederation”.
Over time, in addition to those listed by

PlanningCommission,theessentialproducts
list included aluminium, art silk textiles, ce-
ment,cinemacarbon,coarsegrains, coconut
husks, coir retting, cold storages, collieries,
copper,cotton,drugs,drybatteries,electrical
appliances, electrical cables andwires, ethyl
alcohol, fertilisers, food grains, fruit, furnace
oil, electric lamps, diesel oil, householdelec-
tricalappliances,cars,maize,insecticides,iron
and steel, jute and jute textiles, kerosene,
linoleum, LPG, lubricating oils and grease,
meat,molasses,mustard oil, newsprint, oil

pressure stoves, paper, paraffinwax, petro-
leumproducts,plants,fruitsandseeds,pulses
andedibleoils,groundnutoil, rice,salt,sugar
andsugarcane,syntheticrubber,tea,textiles,
tractors, two-wheelers, tyresandtubes,veg-
etable oil, wheat. The ECA has a schedule
(Section2)ofwhatis“essential”andifanitem
is in thatschedule, it isaxiomatically “essen-
tial”.Beforeliberalisation,therewerearound
80 Union government-level orders and
around150stategovernment-levelordersde-
creeingvariousitemsas“essential”.Notethat
if an item is not in the schedule, under that
sameSection2,whencircumstanceswarrant,
itcanbeputbackontheschedule,sometimes
foralimitedperiodof sixmonths.
The progressive tightening of the ECA

manifested itself throughmore andmore
items being added to the schedule. In addi-
tion, offencesweremade non-bailable and
therewere special courts. For example, in
1974, an amendment noted, “The hoarders,
black-marketeers are playing hell with the
lives of millions of people in the country.”
Hence,offencesweremadenon-bailable.We
shouldn’t forget the Essential Commodities
(Special Provisions) Act of 1981 or the 1980
Prevention of Black Marketing and
Maintenance of Supplies of Essential
CommoditiesActeither.
Hoardinghasanegativenuanceattached

to it, thoughhoarders oftenperformauseful
functionofreducingpricevolatility.Incontrast,
blackmarketinghasauniformlynegativenu-
ance.Butblackmarketsexistonlywhenthere

isashortage.Justbecauseanitemlikefootwear
isindispensable,thereisnocallforthegovern-
ment to intervene in themarket. The an-
tecedentswerebecauseofwar-relatedshort-
ages. The subsequent shortagewas created
through industrial licencing. Licencing led to
entrybarriersandshortages.Shortagesledto
price controls andgovernment intervention.
In1973,thePlanningCommissionalsorecog-
nisedthis:“Assuredsupplyofspecificessential
commodities andarticles ofmass consump-
tion at reasonably stable priceswill not be a
practicalpropositionifdomesticavailabilityof
these itemsdoesnot expand in linewith the
growingdemand.”But, in thatdayandage, it
didn’trecommendanendtolicencing.
Whendelicencingoccurred,therewasno

longer any shortage ofmanufactured prod-
uctsandseveralitemshaveprogressivelybeen
removed from the essential items schedule.
Why are people upset that cereals, pulses,
oilseeds,edibleoils,onionsandpotatoeshave
been removed from the schedule? If neces-
sary, they can always be put back, hopefully
temporarily.Moreimportantly,thereisanis-
sueof de-seasonalisingpricesof agricultural
commodities,oftensubject tocycles.But the
ECAdoesn’tsolvethatproblem.Itissolvedby
ensuring storage and processing, allowing
markets to function, not through limiting
them.

Thewriter ischairman,EconomicAdvisory
Council tothePrimeMinister.

Viewsarepersonal

Needtocontrolpricesofcertaincommoditiesishistoricallycontingent

Necessary, not essential
BibekDebroy
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Gabbawinprovokes thequestion:Does IndianeedViratKohli thegreatbatsmanorViratKohli a
mediocrecaptain? In the larger interestof Indiancricket,Rahaneshould lead inTests

The case for Rahane
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ArmyHavildar
killedinPak
firinginPoonch
Jammu: An Army
Havildar was killed on
Thursday after Pakistani
troopsresortedtounpro-
vokedceasefireviolation
along the Line of Control
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Krishna Ghati sector of
Poonch district.
Identifying the soldier as
HavildarNirmal Singh of
10 Jammu and Kashmir
Rifles, an Udhampur-
based Army PRO said he
wascriticallyinjuredand
latersuccumbedtohisin-
juries. Indian troops had
responded “strongly’’ to
theenemyfire,headded.
Havildar Nirmal Singh
wasabrave,highlymoti-
vated and a sincere sol-
dier, he said, adding that
thenationwillalwaysre-
main indebtedtohimfor
hissupremesacrificeand
devotion toduty. ENS

HavildarNirmalSingh

BRIEFLY

MAHARASHTRA

Govt:Canmove
VaravaraRao to
JJhospitalward
Mumbai: Prison authori-
tiestoldtheBombayHigh
Court on Thursday that
TelugupoetVaravaraRao,
who is an accused in the
Elgaar Parishad case, can
be moved to the prison
ward of the state-run JJ
Hospital.Thestategovern-
ment also submitted that
Rao’sfamilymemberswill
be allowed to visit him
based on hospital proto-
cols during the Covid-19
pandemic. A division
benchwashearing aplea
filedbyRao’swife,seeking
hisbailongroundsofpoor
health. ENS

TELANGANA

Mansetssonon
firefordelayin
gettingbeedis
Hyderabad: A10-year-old
boy,whowasallegedlyset
ablazebyhisfatherforde-
lay in gettingbeedis from
a shop, died at a hospital
here,policesaidonThurs-
day.Hewas set on fire on
thenight of January17as
his fatherwas also angry
withhim fornot focusing
onhisstudies,policesaid.
Theboy,who suffered90
percentburns,wasshifted
toahospitalandsuccum-
bedtoinjuriesWednesday
night,apoliceofficersaid.
Thefather,analcoholic,al-
legedly set himon fire af-
terpouringturpentineoil,
policesaid.Hewassubse-
quently arrested and is
currently under judicial
custody,policesaid. PTI

PUNJAB

53,000poultry
birdstobeculled
atMohali
Chandigarh:About53,000
birdsoftwopoultryfarms
in Punjab’sMohali are to
beculledaftersomesam-
ples from there tested
positive for avian flu, a
senior official said on
Thursday. The reports of
samples taken from two
poultryfarmsatBehravil-
lageinDeraBassiwerere-
ceived from National
InstituteofHigh-Security
Animal Diseases lab in
Bhopal on Wednesday.
“The culling of around
53,000 birds will either
start todayeveningorto-
morrow,”saidVKJanjua,
Additional Chief
Secretary(AnimalHusba-
ndryandDairy). ENS

SC issues notice on petition
against web series ‘Mirzapur’

After ‘Tandav’, another UP police team
lands in Mumbai to probe ‘Mirzapur’ FIR

Milk prices defy seasonal trend as supply pressures build

Modi,otherelectedrepresentativesmaytakejabinphase2

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
&LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

WITHNEARLYonemillionhealth
workers getting the first dose of
the Covid-19 vaccine, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
Fridayspeakwithsomeof these
beneficiariesontheirinoculation
experienceinordertoboostcon-
fidenceamongthepeople.
“Theworld’s largestvaccina-

tion drive is underway in India.
Ourfrontlinewarriorsaregetting
vaccinated across the nation. At
1:15 PM tomorrow, 22nd
January, I would interact with
beneficiaries and vaccinators of
Covid vaccination drive in
Varanasi,viavideoconferencing,”
PrimeMinisterModi tweeted.
SourcesinthePMOindicated

thatasanothersteptowardscre-
ating vaccine confidence, the
PrimeMinisterandotherelected
representativeswill likely take
thevaccine in thesecondphase,
when the priority group above
theageof50willbe inoculated.
“The PMalso is likely to take

the vaccine. In the first phase, it
wasmeant for health workers
and frontline workers. Now, it
willnotbeoutofturnforpolitical
leaders,”saidasource.
The Union HealthMinistry

Thursday said the cumulative
numberofvaccinatedhealthcare
workers had touched 9,99,065
till6pm.ThePrimeMinistersaid
the virtual interaction “would
give first-hand opportunity to
heartheirexperiencesaswellas
feedback”onvaccination.
“Theinteractionfollowscon-

tinuousdialogueanddiscussion
by the PrimeMinisterwith sci-
entists,political leaders,officials
andotherstakeholderstoproac-
tivelyensuresmoothconductof

theworld’s largest vaccination
drive,”thePrimeMinister'sOffice
said inastatement.
On the demand by several

states, includingBJP-ruledBihar,
that elected representatives be
included in the first priority
group,Modi during his interac-
tion with Chief Ministers had
earlier said: “...This is my per-
sonalsuggestion.Firstaretheco-
ronawarriors, secondare front-
line workers. The people’s
representativesarenotincluded
in this category.”
TheHealthMinistrysaidthat

on Thursday, 4,041 vaccination
sessionswereconductedacross
the country and 1,92,581 bene-
ficiaries were vaccinated till 6
pm. “187 Adverse Events
FollowingImmunization(AEFIs)
have been reported till 6 pmon
the sixth day of the vaccination
drive,” theministry said.
TheHealthMinistrysaidone

hospitalisationfollowingimmu-
nizationhasbeenreportedfrom
Rajasthan—however, the event
was“notrelatedtovaccination”.
The beneficiarywas vaccinated

onJanuary16andfourdayslater
suffered from intracranial hem-
orrhageandwasadmitted toan
Udaipurhospital.

On Thursday, Odisha
(26,558), Telangana (26,441),
Karnataka (16,103) and Bihar
(15,798)recordedthemaximum
vaccinations inthecountry.
Meanwhile,onThursday,the

Health Ministry unveiled an
“Information, Education and
Communication” campaign to
address vaccine hesitancy and
misinformation. “Let us put a
stoptothesefalsehoods...Allem-
inent doctors of well-known
hospitalshavetakenthevaccine
and praised the exercise for its
desiredend,”DrHarshVardhan,
Union Minister of Health &
FamilyWelfare, said during the
launch. “..The paradox is that
countries across the globe are
asking us for access to the vac-
cineswhileasectionofourown
isfomentingmisinformation...,”
Vardhan said while urging
everyone to seek correct infor-
mation from credible and au-
thentic sources.

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

VEGETABLEPRICEShavecooled
with the usual winter-time in-
creaseinsuppliesofcarrots,cau-
liflower, cabbage, radish, cap-
sicumandpeas.Evenonionsand
tomatoes aren’t on fire like they
were only a couple of months
ago.
That isn’t happening though

inmilk, whose production also
tends to rise during winters
whencalvingsbybuffaloespeak.
Dairiesarenowpayingmore for
milk during the current “flush”
season(October-March),evenas
prices of dairy products have
firmed up. And if international
markettrendsareanyindication,
they lookset toclimbfurther.
OnTuesday, skimmilkpow-

der (SMP)pricesatGlobalDairy
Trade(GDT),thefortnightlyauc-
tion platform of New Zealand’s
Fonterra Cooperative, averaged

$3,243 per tonne, the highest
since the $3,264 of
August5,2014.
In the domesticmarket, too,

dairiesaresellingSMPatRs245-
255perkg,asagainstRs180-190
inSeptemberandtheRs140-150
lowstouched in July.Evenmore
striking is the recovery inmilk
fatprices.AccordingtoGanesan
Palaniappan,aleadingChennai-
baseddairycommoditiestrader,
ex-factory rates of cow butter
and ghee are ruling at Rs 305-
310 and Rs 400 per kg, respec-
tively. These are up from their
corresponding levels of Rs 260-
270 and Rs 340-350/kg in
SeptemberandRs200-225and
Rs280-290 in July.
All this is reflected in milk

prices as well. Maharashtra
dairies are procuring cowmilk
(with 3.5% fat and 8.5% solids-
not-fat content) at Rs 27-28 per
litre, compared to Rs 24-25 in
SeptemberandRs18-20in July.
“Global prices atmore than

six-year high is good for Indian
farmers. It also opens up export
possibilities, especially of white
butter andghee,” saidRSSodhi,
managing director of Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing
Federation (GCMMF).
Anhydrousmilkfat(ghee)prices
soared17.2%to$5,398pertonne
in the latest GDT auction,while

butterwas traded at an average
of $4,735. That latterworks out
toaroundRs346perkg,whichis,
in fact,abovetheRs305-310be-
ing realised by Indiandairies on
domesticsales.
Hardening of milk prices is

nevertheless unusual at this
time.Thecalvingseasonforani-
mals, when more milk starts

flowing from their udders, gen-
erally begins from September.
That is when temperature and
humidity levels drop, alongside
improved fodder-cum-straw
availability from themonsoon
rainsandharvestingofthekharif
crop. The calvings peak in the
winter and continue tillMarch-
Aprilbeforetheonsetofsummer.
Theunseasonalsupplycrunch

being seenatpresent is basically
alaggedeffectoftheCovid-19in-
duced lockdown that forced the
closureofhotels,restaurants,hos-
telsandcanteens,apartfromcan-
cellationofmarriages andother
publicfunctions.Thedemandde-
struction andprice crash from it
resultedinfarmersunderfeeding
theiranimals.
“Theimpactofthatisplaying

outjustwhendemandisreturn-
ing.Hotels and restaurantshave
alreadyreopened,weddingsare
taking place, and schools, col-
legesandhostelsarealsorestart-
ing. So, we have a supply-de-

mandmismatch,”RahulKumar,
CEOof theFrenchmultinational
Lactalis India, which owns
Prabhat Dairy in Mumbai and
ThirumalaMilkProductsPvt.Ltd
in Chennai, told The Indian
Express.
The abovemismatch could

increase in thecomingdaysdue
to three reasons. The first is that
very few dairies – GCMMF,
KarnatakaMilk Federation and
Tamil Nadu’s Aavin – are today
holding enough stocks of pow-
der and fat. The second is inter-
national prices,whichmakeex-
portsmoreviable thanimports.
Thethirdreasonhas,again,to

do with Covid. The lockdown
madeitdifficultforfarmerstoac-
cessartificialinseminationserv-
ices.Thereweresupplychainis-
sues – be it of liquid nitrogen
containers,frozensemenstraws
or technicians.Notbeingable to
inseminate on time could, in
turn, translate into further de-
layedcalvings.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

THESUPREMECourtonThursday
issuedanotice toAmazonPrime
Video andExcel Entertainment,
themakersof‘Mirzapur’,onaplea
seekingabanonthesecondsea-
son of the web series on the
groundthatit“hascompletelytar-
nishedthehistoricalandcultural
imageofthecity/district”.Thepe-
tition also sought settingupof a
pre-screeningcommitteeforpro-
grammes directly launched on
onlineplatforms.
A bench headed by Chief

Justice of India S A Bobde also
soughttheresponseofthecentral
governmenton thepetition filed
bySujeetKumarSingh,a38-year-
old farmer fromavillage inUttar
Pradesh’sMirzapur.
RudraVikramSingh,thepeti-

tioner’s lawyer and younger
brother, said he had notmoved
against ‘Mirzapur 1’ as it had al-
readybeenreleased.Thepetition
was filed on September 22 last
year,seekingabanonthesecond
seasonwhichwasdueforrelease
inOctober.Itcameupforhearing
onThursday.

According to thepetition, the
webseries“hasshowneveryres-
ident of Mirzapur as goon,
vagabondandadultererinfrontof
the country”, somuch so that its
residents “feel shy andhesitant”
when people outsideMirzapur
lookatthemwithsuspicionafter
watchingtheseries.Itisfullof“nu-
dity, vulgarity... and abusive lan-
guage”,thepetitionsaid.
Such shows “are clear viola-

tionofthedictumoftheSupreme
Court toblock thepublicationor
transmissionofobscenematerial
containingsexuallyexplicitactor
conduct and also publishing or
transmittingofmaterialcontain-
ingsexuallyexplicitactorconduct
andalsopublishingor transmit-
tingmaterialdepictingchildrenin
sexually explicit act or conduct
forthwith”, itsaid.

Singh said Mirzapur was
founded in AD1700 andwas at
one point in time the greatest
trading centre innorthern India.
It is famousforitsbrasswareand
carpet industry, he said. Besides
theVindhyachalTemple,whichis
oneofthe108Shaktipeethas,the
placeisalsohometoKantitSharif
DargahandAshtabhujaTemple.
Also, itwas theworkplace of

RashtraKaviNirala,wholitaflame
of revolution against theBritish,
Singh said inhispetition, among
otherthingsthatmakeMirzapur
famous.Allthisnotwithstanding,
the series portrays “that the
city/district belongs to thegoons
only”. Itshowsthedistrictadmin-
istration and judiciary bowing
downtogoons,thepetitionersaid,
addingthatwomenareshownas
promiscuous and in some cases
incestuous.
Thepetitionurgedthegovern-

ment to ban the show’s sequel,
'Mirzapur2', andtomakecertifi-
cationmandatorybefore releas-
inganywebseries,movieorother
programmesonanyonlineplat-
form. Petitioner Sujeet Kumar
Singh,38,isafarmerfromPasaiya
Dagmagpur villagewho grows
wheatandmustardcrops.
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DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

CASES:
1,06,10,883
TESTS: 18,93,47,782 | RECOVERIES: 1,02,65,706

ACTIVE CASES: 1,92,308
DEATHS: 1,52,869

JAN20
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS
15,223 151 19,965 7,80,835

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMCASES
CASES(JAN20) TOTAL

Kerala 6,815 8,64,196
Maharashtra 3,015 19,97,992
Chhattisgarh 594 2,94,949

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMDEATHS
DEATHS(JAN20) TOTAL

Kerala 118 3,672
Maharashtra 63 51,795
Chhattisgarh 10 3,585

DataasonJanuary20,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare, IndianCouncilofMedical
Researchandstategovernments.Oftenthenumbersreleasedeverydaycontaindatafrompreviousdays

aswell.Assuch,trendsbasedondailynumbersareonlyindicativeandnotdefinitive

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

NUMBER OF
VACCINATIONS
(JAN 21)

2,12,223
Total:7,86,842

NUMBER OF ADVERSE
EVENTS AFTER
IMMUNIZATION

187
Total: 1,253

4.3 lakh frontline
railway staffers
to get shots

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY21

ANOTHERTEAMofUttarPradesh
police arrived in Mumbai on
Thursdaytoinvestigateintoacase
against makers of web series
‘Mirzapur’.OnWednesday,ateam
from Lucknow had landed in
Mumbaitoprobeacaseregistered
againstmakersof ‘Tandav’.
Senior officials from the

MumbaiPolicesaidUPpoliceap-
proachedofficialsfromtheBandra
policestationonThursday, seek-
ing helpwith the investigation
into theFIR registeredatKotwali
DehatpolicestationofMirzapur.
The FIRwas registered on a

complaint lodged by Arvind
Chaturvedi,whoallegedthat the
show “has hurt his religious
sentiments”.

Thecomplainanthasalsosaid
theshowpromotedsocialenmity,
showcased abusive content and
presentedthedistrictinpoorlight
andeven showed illicit relations
onscreen.
TheFIRhasnamedshowpro-

ducers Ritesh Sidhwani, Farhan
Akhtar andBhaumikGondaliya
under sections 295A (deliberate
andmalicious acts, intended to
outrage religious feelings of any
classbyinsultingitsreligionorre-
ligious beliefs), 504 (intentional
insult with intent to provoke
breach of the peace) and 505
(statements conducing topublic
mischief) of the IPC alongwith
sections of the Information
TechnologyAct.
A senior official from the

MumbaiPolice said theywill co-
operatewiththeUPpolice.“They
needhelpingettingofficeandres-

idential addresses of persons
named in the FIR andwe have
helpedthemwiththat,”anofficer
said.
The team from Lucknow,

meanwhile, is set to leave forUP
onFridayasitcouldnotfindany-
one affiliated with ‘Tandav’.
InspectorAnil KumarSingh said,
“Wewent to the residential ad-
dressesofdirectorAliAbbasZafar
and writer Gaurav Solanki in
Andheri(West),buttheywerenot
at home.Whilewe even visited
producerHimanshuMehra’s of-
fice address inAndheri, it seems
that he vacated that office two
yearsago.”
Officials said as theUPpolice

could not find them, theywere
unable to servenotices to them.
Singhfurtheraddedthattheywill
start their journey for UP
onFriday.

Theunseasonal supplycrunchbeingseenatpresent is
basicallya laggedeffectof the lockdown. Express file

AconsignmentofCovishieldvaccinessentby India arrives
inDhakaonThursday. IndiaonThursdaydeliveredtwo
milliondosesofCovishield toBangladeshandonemillion
doses toNepal,whilecommercial supply isexpectedtostart
onFridaywithshipments toBrazilandMorocco. PTI

ExpelledAIADMKleaderVKSasikalabeingtakento
VictoriaHospital inBengaluruonThursday.PTI

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

MORETHAN4.3lakhrailwayem-
ployeeshavebeenselectedtore-
ceive the coronavirus vaccine as
part of the country’s frontline
work force. They include station
masters, enginedrivers, security
personnel, ticket checkers and
trackmen.
After discussions with the

HealthMinistry,Railwaysstarted
compilingalistofitsfrontlinestaff.
More than 30,000 railway em-
ployees have so far contracted
Covid-19 and around 700 have
diedfromit.
With freight train operations

in full swingandpassenger train
servicesgettingbacktopre-lock-
downlevels, itwasdecidedtoin-
sulate the critical staff of thena-
tional transporter engagedwith
public interfacework aswell as
backroom operations such as
maintenancefromthevirus.
Themajorityof theshotswill

be receivedby commercial staff
associated in public interface
work such as ticket checking.
Around36,000 stationworkers,
including stationmasters, areon
the list.More than70,000are in-
spectors,ticketcheckersandoth-
erswhoareontrainsandstations.
Around70,000 are from the

Railway Protection Force,while
41,000 locopilotsand44,000as-
sistantlocopilotswillgetthevac-
cine. This apart, 8,000 trackmen
andaround6,000 shuntershave
also been identified. Healthcare
staff of the IndianRailways will
alsobeinsulated.Around32,000
healthworkersandaround5,000
contractualstaffareonthelist.

PMto interactwithbeneficiaries,
vaccinators inVaranasi today

Thepetitionwasfiled
onSeptember22last
year, seekingabanon
thesecondseason,
whichwasduefor
release inOctober

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAJKOT, JANUARY21

THREEDAYSaftertwogroupsbe-
longingtodifferentcommunities
clashed,leavingamigrantworker
deadandseveralinjuredinKidana
villagenearGandhidhamtownin
Kutchdistrict, ‘B’ Divisionpolice
station of Gandhidhamhas ar-
rested36people for riotingeven
asafourthFIRhasbeenregistered
inconnectionwiththatincident.
“Wearrested 36people yes-

terdayinconnectionwiththecase
ofriotingregisteredafterthevio-
lence inKidana. Thosewhohave
beenarrestedarethepeoplewho
were rounded up after the vio-
lence,” Mayur Patil,
Superintendent of Police, Kutch
(east),said.
Those arrestedbelong to the

both the groups that clashed in
KidanavillageonJanuary17dur-
ing Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s
(VHP) rath yatra to collect funds
for theproposedRamtemple in
Ayodhya.“Forus,whobelongsto
what group is not important. All
thatmatters is that theywerein-
volved in the offence,” the SP
added.
The FIR, the basis, onwhich

the arrestsweremade, said vio-
lencestartedwhenleadersofthe
rathyatrastartedraisingreligious
slogans loudly when the rath
reachedMasjidChowk.
Intheclashes,ArjunSovaiya,a

30-year-oldmigrantworkerfrom
Jharkhand,wasallegedlystabbed
todeathandtheautorickshawhe
was travelling inwas set on fire.
Themurder charge is in the FIR
lodged by the auto driver
NurmamadChavda at the same
policestation.
Patil,however,saidnoonewas

arrested in connectionwith the
murder.“Investigationisgoingon
butwe are collectingmore evi-
dence.We are analysing CCTV
footage andvideo clips recorded
inphones,”saidtheSP.

36 arrested for
rioting, probe
into migrant
death continues

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI, JANUARY21

VK SASIKALA, the close aide of
late J Jayalalithaa, testedpositive
for the Covid-19 on Thursday
night. Aheadof her release from
the Bangalore Parappana
Agrahara Central prison on
January27,whereshewasacon-
vict in a disproportionate assets
case, Sasikala was taken to
BowringHospitalWednesdayaf-
tershecomplainedofbreathless-
ness.
Followingherfamily’srequest,

she was shifted to Victoria
HospitalonThursday.Shewasbe-

ing treated in the ICU for Severe
AcuteRespiratoryInfection.
Sourcesclosetoherfamilysaid

some familymemberswere al-
lowed to visit her and that her
conditionisstable.Amedicalbul-
letin fromVictoria Hospital on
Thursday,beforetheCovid-19test
resultcamein,saidshewasbeing
treated for Severe Acute
Respiratory Illnesswith antibi-
otics,anantiviral,besidesinsulin,
steroids and other supportive
measures. Sasikalawas report-
edlyunwell at herprison cell for
aboutaweekandshewasshifted
tohospital after shedevelopeda
high temperature and com-
plainedofbreathlessness.

KUTCHVIOLENCE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

FORMER UNION Minister M J
Akbar, who has filed a criminal
defamationcaseagainst journal-
ist PriyaRamani over allegations
ofsexualmisconductandharass-
ment, told aDelhi court through
his lawyersonThursdaythatshe
“deliberately, intentionally,mali-
ciously” destroyed evidence by
deletingtheTwitteraccount.
Akbar has suedRamani over

allegationsof sexualmisconduct
and harassment.With several
otherwomenmakingsimilaralle-
gations against him, Akbar re-
signed as Minister of State for
ExternalAffairsinOctober2018.
The submissionsweremade

by senior advocateGeeta Luthra
on behalf of Akbar before

Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Ravindra Kumar
Pandey.Herrebuttalcouldnotbe
completed and will be heard
againonJanuary23.
Luthra told the court, “This

strange argument that this
Twitter account, the court didn’t
tellmetosavesoIdidn’t.Howcan
onetakeadefencelikethis?”
Luthra told the court that

Ramaniknewtherewasacrimi-
nal complaint pending against
her. “These are all tweets. They
were all primary evidence. Can
she destroy evidence... another
criminal case canbemadeout...
Allevidencewhichwaspartofthe
trial... deliberately, intentionally,
maliciouslyhasbeendestroyed...”
Luthratoldthecourt.
ShetoldthecourtthatRamani

said“therewasnoovertphysical
attack”.

Akbar to court: Ramani
destroyed evidence by
deleting Twitter account

Sasikala tests positive for
Covid, condition stable

New Delhi
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ITWON’T quitemake the second impeach-
mentdossieramidthelitanyofotheroffences.
ButcaddiescantestifythatoutgoingPresident
DonaldTrumpkilledtreesonagolfcourse.
Hewouldcarryacanofredspraypaintinhis

golf cart. “Wheneverhisball hit a tree thathe
didn'tthinkwasfair,he;dgoupandpaintabig
Xon it,” Rick Reillywrites inCommander in
Cheat:HowGolf Explains Trump in2019. “The
nextdaythetreewasgone,”acaddytoldReilly
of Trump;swhimson thegolf course,which
turnedouttobeamicrocosmofhispresidency.
WhentheProfessionalGolfers’Association

(PGA)ofAmericarevokedhostingrightsofthe
2022PGAchampionshipoftheBedminstergolf
courseheowned,Trumpwassaidtobefurious.
Talkofimpeachmenthadalreadyincensedhim,
butafterthePGA'sdumping,heissaidtohave
workedupanaltogetherdifferentleveloffrenzy.
It is no secret that Trump consistently

sought refuge in golf. The grasswas always
greeneron that side. Though,when itwasn;t
—likeatPinehurstoneyear—heragedabout
turtlebackson thecourse: “Disgraceful... ugly
....burnt... justtosavewater.”
“Iwouldmakegolf aspirational, insteadof

tryingtobringeverybodyintogolf,peoplethat
arenevergonnabeabletobethereanyway.”

Obamashouldn’tplay
Whentryingtowinthepresidencyin2016,

Trump got stuck into incumbent Barack
Obama;sgolfing,tweetingaboutit27timesbe-
tween2011and2016,SBNationcounted.“Can
youbelieve that,withallof theproblemsand
difficulties facing theUS, PresidentObama

spentthedayplayinggolf.WorsethanCarter,”
hesaidin2014.
If elected,hepromised,he’dhaveno time

for a round. But inhis first year itself, Trump
made between 87 and 94 trips to the golf
course.HisMar-a-LagogolfpropertyinFlorida
becamethe‘WinterWhiteHouse’.Bedminster
wasWhiteHouseforsummers.
In 2017,Newsweek reported that a giant

whiteboxtruckblockedcameraviewsofpho-
tographerswhowouldclicktheidentifiablered
capfrombehindhedges.ThiswasGolfgate.The
USSecret Servicehad to release a statement
saying:“TheUSSSis inthebusinessofprotec-
tionand investigationsnot incommissioning
vehicles to block the media’s view of the
President’sgolfswing.”

Golf anddiplomacy
Trump’spresidencyhadmilkedtheprop-

erty atBedminsterbydoubling the initiation
feeto$200,000(whichwentupto$450,000by
2019).Apressdetailalwaysaccompaniedhim
tohisproperties;POTUSwouldevenplughis
properties in UN speeches. And the Secret
Servicespent$150,000ingolfcartrentals(their
largest spending) to tail andprotect Trump,
USATodayreportedin2018.
Lobbyists had figured that the President

couldbeeasilyaccessed(andflattered)witha
casualmembershipofhisclub—wherethey
could“runinto”him.
But itwas the company of the pros that

Trumpsought—fromTigerWoodstoDustin
Johnson and BrysonDeChambeau. Annika
SorenstamandGary Playerwere receiving
PresidentialMedalsofFreedomadayafterthe
January6stormingof theCapitol.
Trumphostedheads of state such as the

Chinese premier and Japanese former PM
ShinzoAbeatMar-a-Lago.ThethenAustralian
PMhadtoleaninongolflegendGregNorman
for Trump’s cell number, while the New
ZealandpremierwasaskedbyTrumptopass
ona fanboy-message and request ameeting
withthe1963BritishOpenchampBobCharles,
80,whoquippedthathemightbearareNew
ZealanderTrumpactuallyknew,solelyonac-
countofgolf.
Butdiplomacytookasinisterturnwhena

couple of former Presidents of Colombia
turnedupatTrump’sFloridagolfclubandmet
himunofficially,persuadinghimthatapeace
process underwaywith rebels back home
wouldbest be scuttled, according to a report
bymcclatchydc.com.
Trump’s golf diplomacy emboldened

RepublicanfundraiserElliotBroidytotryand
set up a “golf date”with Trump for a former
MalaysianPMto lobby for resolving corrup-

tionchargesthatwouldhelpBroidy’sfinancial
interestsin2017.Thoughtheoutingneverhap-
pened, Broidy,whopleadedguilty to undis-
closed lobbying later, received oneof the 74
PresidentialpardonsannouncedonTuesday.

His eccentricities
WhileacquiringaScottishgolfcourse(one

of 18he owns on either side of theAtlantic,
Dubai and Indonesia), intending to rebuild it,
Trumpdeclared thesurroundingwind farms
“stupid”because they spoilt his view.Buthis
cheatingonthecoursefilledupanentireReilly
book.Hecouldbumpupscoresbecause they
“soundedbetter” to thosehegloated to later,
hetamperedwiththemwhenwriting,blamed
anopponent fordistracting,maderulesashe
went along andmoved the ball tomaskhis
wretchedchippinggame.Caddieswouldcall
him‘Pele’forkickingtheball intofairwaysout
of bunkers. And he rationalised cheating:
“Opponentcheats.Sooneneedstocheattobeat
them.Ifit’sallthesameandeverybody’scheat-
ing,thenit'snocheatingatall.”
Heclaimshishandicap is3; caddies say it

couldbe8or9—includingafewwhocheated
onhisbehalf. “He’salwaysgot fourballs inhis
pocket.He foozles [botches]hisball onevery
hole.All 18. I promiseyou. Everyhole,”Rilley
was toldbycaddies.At times, he simply self-
improvedscoresfrom78to72asthedaywore
on,gloatingtodifferentpeople.
Just like his “club championships” had

bulged to 18. “Whenever I open a newgolf
course,” Rilleyquoteshim, “I play theofficial
openingroundandthenIjustcallthatthefirst
clubchampionship.”
“I'mawinner,”hewouldcrowabouthisgolf

titles, at Presidential campaigns in2016.A lie
thatbookendedhisterm,asitturnedout.

AtTrumpNationalGolf Club inVirginia
inNovember2020. TheNewYorkTimes

CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

INDIAACTIVECASES 192,308

Note: The Jan20 figure in this graph isbasedon thegovernmentupdateon Jan21

Jan11 Jan20LAST 10 DAYS

192,308
216,558

250,000

200,000

150,000

INDIATOTALCASES
10,610,883

Source:Ministry of Health& Family
Welfare, updated at 11 pmon Jan21

WORLDTOTALCASES
97,008,069

Source: JohnsHopkins University,
updated at 11 pmon Jan21

Trump’s presidency, reflected in his golf

HowhastheSensexmovedandchanged
overtime?
Launched on January 2, 1986 (base

year:1978-79 = 100), the country's first eq-
uity index has risen from 124 in April 1979
to 50,000 today, a compounded annual
growth rate of 15.9% over 42 years. From
1990,whenithit1,000, theCAGRof theS&P
BSESensex is13.5%.
Thirty-five years ago, there were no IT

companiesandbankingstocksinthebench-
mark index; it nowhas9 stocks frombank-
ingand finance, and4 information technol-
ogy companies. Only five companies that
were initially part of the index retain their
place — Reliance Industries, HUL, ITC, L&T,
andM&M.

What isbehindtheunhinderedriseof
themarket?
The continuous rally that followed the

crashtriggeredbytheCovid-19pandemicin
FebruaryandMarch2020,wasdrivenbyfor-
eignportfolio investors (FPIs); sinceApril 1,
2020, inflows have hit a record Rs 2.41 lakh
crore. The system is flush with liquidity,
which isonereason for thenon-stoprally.
The latest spike that has pushed the

Sensexpast50,000isprimarilyonaccountof
thesmoothtransitionofpowerintheUnited
StatesafterthedeadlyJanuary6siegeof the
Capitol.AsPresident JoeBidenofferedhope
–promisingtotakeallAmericansalongand
hinting at improving relationswith the rest
oftheworld–marketsentimentswerelifted.
Biden’s proposed $1.9 trillion stimulus is

likelytokeepglobalmarketsatelevatedlev-
els fornow.
Analysts expect the combination of

strong capital inflows, low interest rates,
leaner corporate balance sheets, and steps
taken by the government, to quicken the
pace of economic recovery in India. GDP,
whichcontractedby23.9%intheJunequar-
ter, is expected to rise by 0.1% in the
December quarter. In the first half of 2021-
22, theeconomywill growat14.2%,accord-
ing to a Reserve Bank of India study. Apart
fromrobust FPI inflows, a big reason for the
rally has been the impressive corporate re-
sults in thesecondandthirdquarters.

Is therallybroad-based,or limitedto
onlyafewstocks?
The Sensex, which fell by 36% between

February and March 23, 2020 – when it
closedat25,981–hasrisenby68%sinceApril
1. On Thursday, it hit an all-time high of
50,184, before retreating to close at 49,624.
Whilethishasbeenthegainforthe30-stock
index at BSE, the broadermarkets too have
beenpartof the rally.
Over the same period, the BSEmid cap

index has risen over 80%, and the small cap
index by over 95%. Almost allmajor sectors
have participated in the rally – the auto in-
dex has jumped 117%; andmetal and IT in-
diceshaverisen110%and105%respectively.
The technology, capital goods and health-
care,bankingandconsumerdurableindices
haverisenbyover60%;theoilandgasindex
by 47%; and the telecomand FMCG indices
by46%and24%respectively.

Atthispoint, is thereoptimismabout
thefuture?
Thereisoptimismforseveralreasons.The

sharpdecline inCovid-19numbers and the
beginning of mass vaccination have raised
hopesfornormalisationoftheeconomy,and
thestrongshowingbycompaniesinthethird
quarterhasbeenapositive sign.
With the uptick in demand for steel, ce-

ment,andrealestate,aswellasinconsump-

tion,analystsexpecttoseearestartingof in-
vestmentby thecorporate sectoroverape-
riodof 12months fromnow.
While the low interest rate scenario is

likely to continue for sometimebothon the
domestic andglobal fronts, there is talk of a
fiscal stimulus in the Budget on February 1,
whichcouldprovidea fillip to theeconomy
andmarkets.Many see the Budget exercise
as an opportunity for the government to
showcaseitsagendaforreformsandgrowth
of theeconomygoing forward.
Finally,thesoothingwordsfromPresident

Bidenathisinaugurationhavebroughthope
of improvement intheglobal tradeenviron-
ment, and a rebuilding of trust and better
tradingrelationsbetweencountries.

Doesthismeanthemarketwill continue
torise?
Asofnow,thebullsseemenergetic–and

barring temporary blips,markets are likely
toremainatelevatedlevels,andrisefurther.
WhilethetransitionintheUSiscomforting
for markets, there is expectation of addi-
tional stimulus, someofwhichare likely to
find its way into Indian equity markets.
Thereishopethattheworstof thepandemic
isover,andthatrapidvaccinationwillbring
confidenceanddefine thepaceof recovery
in theeconomy.
The Indian rally has been driven by the

hugeliquidityinglobalmarkets,andFPIsare
expectedtobringmorefundsintoIndianeq-
uities in the coming financial year as global
interest rates remain low and India's eco-
nomic fundamentalsmake the country an
attractive investmentdestination.

Arethereanyconcerns,andreasonsto
becautious?
While investors want the rally to con-

tinue, they know that themarkets are trad-
ing inanexpensivezone, andadoseof neg-
ative newsmay just pull the trigger for a
correction. Vaccines have been great news
formarketssinceNovember2020,butsome
concernsremainovernewmutantstrainsof

the virus, and the effectiveness of vaccines
against them.
Manyfeelthatthedurationof thestimu-

lus programmewill be key. If the central
banksdecidetopulltheplugearlierthanex-
pected, then themarkets could see correc-
tion as economies need to come back on
trackbefore thestimulus is rolledback.
“As of now, liquidity is pushing up the

market.Whentheliquiditytapcloses, there
couldbesomecorrection.TheRBIcan’tkeep
on pumping liquidity into the system as it
willpushupinflation.Somemarketmenalso
feel fundamentals are being ignored. Retail
investors should not blindly putmoney in
stocks. Retail investors haveburnt their fin-
gersseveraltimesinthepast,”aveteranstock
brokerPawanDharnidharkasaid.
Theaspectofinclusivityhasbeenflagged.

Small businesses and individuals at the bot-
tomofthepyramidwereworsthitbythepan-
demic,buttherecoverysofarremainslargely
limitedtolargeandmediumcorporates.“The
government's fiscalsupportwillhavetotake
careofthis,becauseifgrowthisnotinclusive,
itwillnotbesustainableinthelongterm,”the
CEOofaleadingmutual fundsaid.
Analystssaythattherisein

inflation,tighteningofmon-
etary policy, and increase
in interest rateswill also
be critical for themar-
kets. If theUSdecidesto
increase rates,money
willstartflowingback
fromemergingmar-
ket equities to US
treasuries, and
thatmay result
inacorrection.
“Investors

should not get
carried away
by the
euphoria
of thisbull
run. At
high

levels,marketsarevulnerabletocorrections,”
VKVijayakumar,chief investmentstrategist
atGeojit Financial Services, said.

Shouldyoubooksomeprofitsnow?
Itwon’tbeabadideatobooksomeprof-

its on investments that have achieved their
targetedgrowth,andforinvestorswhoneed
togoforassetallocation.However,onehasto
beclearonthenewinvestmentdestination,
asbookingprofitstoreinvestwhenmarkets
fall,maynotpanoutasexpected.
It must always be remembered that

while investmentsshouldbemadeinareg-
ularanddisciplinedmanner,redemptionor
profit-booking must be
planned and executed
whenthemarketsareona
high,orwhentheexpected
gains have been achieved.
Experts say it is better to
pull out from individual
stock investments, and
to allow the mutual
funds to play out be-
causemutual fund in-
vestments are diversi-
fiedand less risky.

Sensex @50,000, what next for investors
Thenon-stopbull rallyonthestockmarketshastakenthebenchmarkoverthemilestoneof50,000.Butseveralquestions

loomoverthemarkethorizon: Is therally forreal?Whyis ithappening?Will thebull runcontinue?
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July 1991 toApril 1992
TheSensexalmost trebles fromlevelsof
around1,500to4,500, followingthe
hugelyreformistbudgetpresentedby
thenFinanceMinisterManmohanSingh
in July1991.

Jan 2004 toDec 2005
TheSensexrisessharply fromlevelsof
around6,000to9,000, ledby lowinterest
rates intheeconomy,highpaceof
infrastructuredevelopmentandarevised
GDPgrowthrate for2005-06.

Feb 2006 toDec 2007
TheSensexdoubles from10,000to
20,000.The isdrivenbyhigheconomic
activity,highGDPgrowthratesand
strong inflowfromforeignportfolio
investors.

Feb 2014 to
Jan 2015
TheSensexrisessharply
fromlevelsof 20,000to
29,000,oraround45%,with
thesurgebeginningamid
expectationsof victoryof the
BJP-ledNDAunderthe
leadershipofNarendraModi.
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CHINA

Trappedminers
mustwait15
moredays
WORKERS TRAPPED in a
goldmine in China since
January 10 may have to
wait another 15 days be-
fore they can be rescued
because of a blockage on
their intended escape
route, officials said
Thursday. A total of 22
workersweretrappedun-
dergroundafteranexplo-
sionattheHushanminein
Qixia, amajor gold-pro-
ducing region under the
administrationofYantaiin
Shandongprovince.Oneis
confirmed to have died,
while 11 are known tobe
alive.Theremaining10are
missing. Rescuers were
drillingnewshaftstoreach
10of themen in themid-
dle section of themine,
over600metres fromthe
entrance.REUTERS

Rescuersdrill anew
channel toreachthe
miners.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

RUSSIA

Webfirmstoldto
stoppromoting
Navalnyprotests
tominors
RUSSIAHAS asked social
networks,includingvideo-
sharingappTikTok,tostop
thespreadofpostsencour-
agingminors to takepart
inunsanctionedrallieson
Saturday in support of
jailedKremlincriticAlexei
Navalny. Navalny,
PresidentVladimirPutin’s
mostprominentcritic,was
detained at theweekend
andlater jailedforalleged
paroleviolationsafter fly-
ing back to Russia for the
first time sincebeingpoi-
sonedbyamilitary grade
nerve agent. He accuses
Putinoforderinghismur-
der, something the
Kremlindenies.REUTERS

USA

3dieinNational
Guardhelicopter
crashinNY
A NEW York Army
National Guard Black
Hawk helicopter on a
routine trainingmission
crashed in a rural area
south of Rochester on
Wednesday evening,
leaving three Guard
members dead, the au-
thorities said. It was not
immediately clear what
causedtheaircraft,aUH-
60 medical evacuation
helicopter, to crash.
Sheriff Todd K. Baxter of
MonroeCounty said that
peoplehadcalled911and
reported seeing a heli-
copterflyingverylowbe-
fore thecrash.NYT

ANASTASIAADASHEVA
MOSCOW,JANUARY21

MUSCOVITE SOFIA Dorofeyeva
had always been drawn to the
trains travelling across the vast
expanses of her native Russia
but until this year she and her
female compatriots had been
barred fromoccupying the dri-
ver’s seat.
This month, Russia short-

ened the list of jobs it bars
womenfromholdingbecauseof
their physical demands or haz-
ardousnature,allowingthemto
become metro drivers, train
conductors and lorrydrivers.
After graduating in 2020

fromacollegethat trainspublic
transportation workers,
Dorofeyevaeagerlyawaitedthe
start of the year to become an
assistant traindriver.
“All of us women who

wanted toget this jobhadbeen
waiting for a very long time,”
said the 21-year-old, who for
years had been sketching
anime-likeillustrationsof trains
and female conductors, fore-
shadowingherprofession.
“At first we couldn’t believe

it, but then of course we felt
great joy as well as a sense of
calm. Instead of fighting, we
couldfinallyjusttakethis jobaf-
terpassingourexams.”
The battle for Russian

womentohaveaccesstoprofes-
sionsdeemedtoodemandingor
hazardous by the state began
longbeforeDorofeyeva’s time.
In2009,AnnaKlevets,astu-

dent in St. Petersburg, re-
spondedtoanadvertisementon
themetrocallingonmentoap-
ply to become assistant metro
drivers.
When her application was

rejected because of her gender,
Klevets tookhercasetocourt. It
eventually reached the

ConstitutionalCourtin2012,but
women remained barred from
operatingmetro trains.
“I understood that it would

be a long process,” Klevets told
Reuters. “But of course I didn’t
think itwould take10years.”
Klevets has been pleased to

see her legal battle stir debate,
even though scores of profes-
sions, including some that re-
quireexposuretoexplosivesand
chemicals, remain out of reach
forRussianwomen.
“Everythingshouldbeavail-

able” to women, Klevets said.
“Because a woman can decide
on her own what to chose,
wheretogo,whotobeandwhat
todo.”REUTERS

THE LIST OF PROFESSIONS THAT RUSSIA BARS WOMEN FROM TAKING UP HAS BEEN SHORTENED

Russian women in driver’s seat as ban on some jobs lifted

Atarallytosupportwomen'srights inStPetersburg.Reuters file

On 1st full day in office, Biden focuses
onCovid, requiresmaskuse for travel
Initiatesstrategytorampupvaccination,openschools;FauciannouncesrenewedUSsupporttoWHO

RICARDOALONSO-
ZALDIVAR
WASHINGTON, JANUARY21

DEEP IN the deadliest coron-
avirus wave and facing worri-
somenewstrains, President Joe
Biden will initiate a national
Covid-19 strategy to ramp up
vaccinationsandtesting,reopen
schools and businesses and in-
crease the use of masks — in-
cluding a requirement that
Americansmaskup for travel.
Biden also will address in-

equitiesinhard-hitminoritycom-
munitiesashesigns10pandemic-
related executive orders on
Thursday,hisfirstfulldayinoffice
astheCommander-in-Chief.
Biden has vowed to take far

moreaggressivemeasurestocon-
tain the virus thanhis predeces-
sor,startingwithstringentadher-
encetopublichealthguidance.He
faces steep obstacles, with the
virus actively spreading inmost
states, slowprogress onvaccina-
tionandpoliticaluncertaintyover
how willing congressional
Republicanswill be to help him
passa$1.9trillioneconomicrelief
andCovidresponsepackage.
Biden’stopmedicaladviseron

Covid-19,DrAnthonyFauci, also
announced renewedUSsupport
fortheWorldHealthOrganisation
after it faced blistering criticism
fromtheTrumpadministration,
layingoutnewcommitments to
tackle the coronavirus andother
global health issues. Fauci said
early Thursday that theUSwill
jointheUNhealthagency’sefforts
to bring vaccines, therapeutics
anddiagnosticstopeopleinneed,
whetherinrichorpoorcountries
andwill resumefull fundingand
staffingsupportforWHO.
TheUSmaskorder for travel

being implemented by Biden
willapplytoairportsandplanes,
ships, intercitybuses, trainsand
publictransportation.Travellers
fromabroadmustfurnishaneg-
ative Covid-19 test before de-
parting for the US and quaran-
tineuponarrival.AP

President JoeBiden, flankedbyVicePresidentKamalaHarrisandotherofficials, signsdocuments inthePresident’sRoomat
theUSCapitolafter the Inauguration.AP

CATECADELL
BEIJING, JANUARY21

CHINA STRUCK an optimistic
tone towards US President Joe
Biden’s new administration on
Thursday,saying“kindangelscan
triumph over evil forces” and
playingdownearlyirritantsasthe
resultofanatmospherepoisoned
byDonaldTrump’sterminoffice.
“I believe if both countries

put in theeffort, thekindangels
can triumph over evil forces,”
foreignministry spokeswoman
HuaChunyingsaidonThursday.
Taiwan’s de facto ambassa-

dor to Washington attended
Biden’sinaugurationwithanof-
ficial invitation, a first that indi-
cated that the new president’s
administrationwould continue
withTrump’sincreasedsupport

for the democratic island that
Beijingclaimsaspartof China.
AlsoonWednesday, thenew

Biden administration criticized
China’smovetoimposesanctions
onformerTrumpadministration
officialsincludingPompeoas“un-
productiveandcynical”.
Asked about both, Hua de-

fended the sanctions and reaf-
firmedChina’s opposition toany
official contact between the
UnitedStatesandTaiwan.Shesaid
Chinawouldfightbackagainstany
moves thatundermine its sover-
eigntyorinterests.REUTERS

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JANUARY21

INHERfirstremarkstothenation
as US Vice President, Kamala
Harrishashighlighted“American
aspiration” andunderlined that
President Joe Biden has sum-
monedthepeopletolookbeyond
crisisandaspiretounite.
Harris, 56, made history on

Wednesday when she was

sworninas the first female, first
black and first Asian-American
US vice president. The former
senatorwassworninjustbefore
Biden took the oath of office to
becomethe46thUSPresident.
“Inmanyways thismoment

embodiesourcharacterasana-
tion. It demonstrates who we
are, even in dark times.We, not
onlydream,wedo.Wenotonly
seewhathasbeen,weseewhat
can be.We shoot for theMoon,

and thenweplantour flagon it.
We are bold, fearless and ambi-
tious.Weareundaunted, in our
belief that we shall overcome,
that we will rise up. This is
Americanaspiration,”Harrissaid
outside theLincolnMemorial.
She cited the accomplish-

ments of President Abraham
LincolnduringtheCivilWar,who
“sawa better future and built it
with landgrant colleges, and the
transcontinentalrailroad”.

She also highlighted how
Martin LutherKing Jr fought for
racial andeconomic justice.
“In the middle of the civil

rightsmovement,DrKingfought
forracialjusticeandeconomicjus-
tice.Americanaspiration iswhat
drove thewomenof this nation,
throughout history, to demand
equalrights,”Harrissaidaddress-
ing ‘Celebrating America’, a
primetime special thatwrapped
upInaugurationDay.PTI

Washington: Former US presi-
dentsBillClinton,GeorgeWBush
andBarackObamarecordedarare
joint video throughwhich they
senttheirwishestoPresidentJoe
Bidenwhilerootingforhissuccess
in leading the countryout of the
challengesfacedbyit.Inthevideo,
whichwas airedonWednesday
night, the three former com-
manders-in-chief also talked
aboutthesignificanceofapeace-
ful transition of power and
said the Inauguration signalled
a“traditionof apeaceful transfer
of power that is over two
centuriesold”.PTI

Washington: US President Joe
Biden’s inaugural speech,
pennedbyVinayReddy, has re-
ceived glowing tributes for its
emphasis on the importance of
democracy,unityandhope.
Reddy—anIndianAmerican

from Telangana — has been
praisedforhis“calming”and“in-
spiring”words.
Michael Beschloss, a presi-

dential historian, described
Biden’s inaugural speech as
“modest,austere,grave,calming,
cleansing” and “inspiring” in a
tweet, while other commenta-
tors andmedia columnists said
the President “gave the speech
themomentdemanded”.PTI

SAMYAKULLAB&
QASSIMABDUL-ZAHRA
BAGHDAD, JANUARY21

TWINSUICIDEbombingsripped
through a busy market in the
Iraqi capital Thursday, killing at
least 32 people andwounding
dozens,officials said.
The rare suicidebombinghit

theBabal-Sharqicommercialarea
in central Baghdadamidheight-
ened political tensions over
plannedearlyelectionsandase-
vere economic crisis. Bloodwas
splatteredonthepavementofthe
busymarketamidpilesofclothes
andshoesassurvivorstookstock
of thedisarrayintheaftermath.
Noone immediately took re-

sponsibilityfortheattack,butIraqi
military officials said itwas the
workof theIslamicStategroup.
Iraq’sHealthMinisterHassan

Mohammed al-Tamimi said at
least 32 peoplewere killed and
110werewoundedintheattack.
He said some of the wounded
were inseriouscondition. Iraq’s
militarypreviouslyputthenum-
berof deadat28.
Maj. Gen. Tahsin al-Khafaji,

spokesman for the Joint
OperationsCommand,whichin-
cludes an array of Iraqi forces,

said the first suicide bomber
criedoutloudlythathewasill in
themiddle of the bustlingmar-
ket,promptingacrowdtogather
around him— and that’s when
hedetonatedhis explosive belt.
The second detonated his belt
shortlyafter,hesaid.
“This is a terrorist act perpe-

trated by a sleeper cell of the
IslamicState,”al-Khafajisaid. AP

REUTERS
KYIV, JANUARY21

ATLEAST15peoplewerekilled
and 11 injured in a fire in a
nursing home in the eastern
Ukrainian townof Kharkiv, the
Ukrainian state emergency
service said on Thursday.
The fire broke out in the af-

ternoon on the second floor of
the two-storey building. There
were33people inside, theserv-
ice said.
The service published a

photoof thebuildingwithbars
on the windows of the first
floor. Smoke could be seen bil-
lowingout of brokenwindows
of the second floor.
Ukraine’s President

VolodymyrZelenskiyurgedthe
interior minister to open and

take charge of an inquiry into
the incident.
The Ukrainian prosecutor

general said authorities had
launchedacriminalinvestigation
andthepreliminarycauseof the
tragedywas the “careless han-
dlingofelectricheatingdevices”.

Row after EU diplomats don’t get full status in UK
REUTERS
LONDON, JANUARY21

BRITAIN IS resisting an EU de-
mand that it grant full diplo-
maticstatustothebloc’sambas-
sador in London, causing a row
between the recently divorced
parties that spilled out into the
openonThursday.
Britain,anEUmemberfor46

years, voted to quit in 2016 and
completed its tortuous journey

outof thebloconDec. 31,when
Brexit fully tookeffect.
The BBC reported that the

Foreign Office was refusing to
grant the same diplomatic sta-
tus andprivileges to EUambas-
sador JoaoVale deAlmeida and
his team as it gives to envoys of
countries, on the basis that the
EU isnotanationstate.
The Foreign Office did not

immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.
The European Commission,

the27-memberbloc’sexecutive
body, said the EU’s 143 delega-
tions around theworld had all

beengrantedastatusequivalent
tothatofdiplomaticmissionsof
states, and Britain was well
awareof the fact.
“Granting reciprocal treat-

ment based on the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic
Relationsisstandardpracticebe-
tweenequalpartnersandweare
confident thatwe can clear this
issuewithourfriendsinLondon
in a satisfactorymanner,” said
Peter Stano, the commission’s
spokesmanfor foreignaffairs.

China strikes optimistic tone
with Biden administration

Chinese
govtspokes-
personHua
Chunying

Twitter locks
account of Beijing’s
embassy in US
Shanghai:Twitterhaslockedthe
account of China’s US embassy
foratweetthatdefendedChina’s
policy towardsMuslimUighurs
in Xinjiang,which theUS social
media platformsaid violated its
stand against “dehumanising”
people.TheChineseEmbassyac-
count, @ChineseEmbinUS,
posted a tweet thismonth that
said that Uighur women had
been emancipated andwere no
longer“baby-makingmachines”,
citing a study reportedby state-
backed newspaper China Daily.
Thetweetwasthenremovedby
Twitter and replaced by a label
stating that it was no longer
available.REUTERS

Clinton, Bush,
Obama record
rare joint video

Praise for Biden’s
speech written by
Indian American

After oath, Harris highlights ‘American aspiration’

Atthesiteof thebombattack inBaghdadonThursday.AP

32 dead in Baghdad
suicide bombings

JoãoValedeAlmeida,EU’s
ambassador toLondon.AP

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
COLOMBO, JANUARY21

SRI LANKA reopened to foreign
tourists Thursday after a nearly
10-month pandemic closure
that cut deeply into the Indian
Ocean island nation’s lucrative
travel industry.
Fulloperationsalsoresumed

Thursday at the island’s two in-
ternational airports, accommo-
dating thecommercial flights.

Undernewprotocols topre-
vent the spread of Covid-19,
tourists must be tested for the
virus in their country 72 hours
prior to their flight, when they
arrive at their hotel in Sri Lanka
andagainsevendays later.They
must stay in a “travel bubble”
designated in 14 tourism zones
without mixing with the local
population.
The government closed the

country to tourists last March
when an outbreak of the virus

surfaced.
Tourism is a vital economic

sector for Sri Lanka, accounting
for about 5%of its grossdomes-
tic product and employing
250,000 people directly and up
to3million indirectly.
Sri Lanka had fewer than

4,000 cases of coronavirus in-
fectionuntilOctoberwhennew
clustersstartedemerging.Asof
Thursday, it has confirmed
more than 55,000 cases with
274 fatalities.

Lanka opens to tourists after 10 months

Scoresofprofessions
still remainoutof reach
forRussianwomen

Italian mafia crackdown
nets centrist politician
CRISPIANBALMER
ROME, JANUARY21

ITALIANPOLICEarrested50peo-
ple on Thursday and placed a
prominentcentristpoliticianun-
der investigation ina crackdown
on the ‘Ndranghetamafia that
prosecutorssaylaysbareitsefforts
tolaundercashandbuyinfluence.
The ‘Ndrangheta is based in

the southern regionof Calabria,
the toe of Italy’s boot, and has
surpassed Sicily’smore famous
CosaNostratobecomethemost
powerful mafia group in the
country—andoneof thelargest
crimegangs in theworld.
“This investigation makes

clearwhatwehavebeensaying
for decades. The ‘Ndrangheta
shoots less and has more and

moretieswithbusinessandpol-
itics,” said prosecutor Nicola
Gratteri,wholastweeklaunched
oneof Italy’sbiggestmobtrials.
Among those placed under

investigationwasLorenzoCesa,
head of the small UDC party,
whowas in the national spot-
light lastweek after he rejected
overtures from PrimeMinister
Giuseppe Conte to join the rul-
ing coalition, which has lost its
absolutemajorityinParliament.
Gratteri said Cesa was sus-

pectedofofferingtoprocurecon-
tractsforthe‘Ndranghetainreturn
forfavours.Cesa,whoisamember
oftheEuropeanParliamentrepre-
sentingsouthernItaly,deniedthe
accusation,but saidhewouldre-
signasheadoftheUDC“giventhis
particularmomentourcountryis
goingthrough”.REUTERS

WEDNESDAY’SBLASTina
crowdedmarketinBaghdad
wasthefirstmajorsuicideat-
tackinthecityin3years.The
IslamicStategroup,which
wasdrivenawayin2017from
allterritoryitheldinIraq,car-
riedoutablastinBaghdadin
2018thatkilled27.For3years
sincethen, ithadnotsuc-
ceededincarryingoutama-
jorattackintheIraqicapital.
ButexpertssayWednesday’s
attackbearsthemarksofan
ISstrike,raisingfearsthatthis
couldsignalare-activationof
theISinthearea.

Firstbig
attackin
3yearsE●EX
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At least 15 killed in fire at
Ukraine nursing home

Firefightersat thenursing
homeintheeastern
UkrainiantownofKharkiv.

Reuters

New Delhi
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AMAZONHASOPPOSEDTHEPROPOSEDDEAL

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY21

AFTER MARKET regulator
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi), stock exchanges
have given their approval to
Future Retail’s Rs 24,713 crore
deal to sell its retail assets to
Reliance Retail, part of
RelianceIndustriesLimited,with
certain riders.
TheBSEand theNSE, in their

separatereports,havestatedthat
the comments on the draft
schemeofarrangementare“sub-
ject to theoutcomeof anyof the
ongoing litigations/ arbitration/
legal proceedings involving the
draftschemeand/orthedecision
by any competent authority/
competentcourt inthisregard”.
Sebi has also given a go-

aheadtoFutureGroup’sscheme
of arrangement and sale of as-
sets to RIL. US-based Amazon
had written to the Sebi asking
the regulator to stop the deal,
sayingthattheFuturegrouphad
violatedcertainagreementwith
theUSfirm.Approvals fromthe
Sebiandboursesaremandatory
for thedeal tobecompleted.
The stock exchanges, in their

reports dated January 20, have
advised FutureGroup to ensure
thatthedetailsofthecomplaints

made by Amazon.com NV
Investment Holdings LLC
(Amazon), the submissions of
FutureRetailLtdandthecounter
submissions of Amazon are
broughttothenoticeoftheshare-
holders of the listed entities in-
volvedintheschemewhileseek-
ingtheirapproval.
Companies involved in the

schemeare advised that any fu-
turedisputes,complaints,regula-
tory actions or proceedings, or
orders issued therein involving
thedraft scheme, if any, shall be
brought to the notice of share-
holders prior to the approval by
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT).
The stock exchanges have

also asked Future to ensure
shareholdersare informedthat
74.2 per cent of the business
valueof theFutureEnterprises
Ltd, post amalgamation of all
the transferor companies, is
getting transferred toReliance
Retail Ventures Ltd and
Reliance Retail and Fashion
LifestyleLtdandthat these two
companieswouldnotbe seek-
ing listing post the scheme of
arrangement.
In October, the Singapore

InternationalArbitrationCentre
passed an interim award in
favourof Amazonwitha single-
judgebenchofVKRajahbarring
FutureRetailLtdfromtakingany
step to dispose of or encumber

its assets or issue any securities
to secureany funding fromare-
strictedparty.
Sebi has cleared the Future-

RIL deal with some riders. Sebi
has asked Future Group to
specifically mention the litiga-
tion pending before the Delhi
HighCourt andarbitrationpro-
ceedingsbyAmazoncontesting
thedealtotheshareholdersand
theNCLT.
Themarketregulatorhasalso

directedFutureGrouptoensure
thatsuitabledisclosureaboutthe
latestfinancialsofthecompanies
involvedintheschemebeingnot
more than six months old are
madebeforefilingthesamewith
theNCLT.
InAugust2019,Amazonhad

agreed to purchase 49 per cent
ofoneof Future’sunlistedfirms
— Future Coupons Ltd — with
therighttobuyintotheflagship
Future Retail after a period of 3
to 10 years. Future Coupons
holds 7.3 per cent equity in the
BSE-listed Future Retail, which
operates popular supermarket
andhypermarketchainslikeBig
Bazaar, through convertible
warrants.
AmazonhaddraggedFuture

Group to arbitration at SIAC, ar-
guing that Future violated its
contractbyenteringintothedeal
withrivalReliance.

BRIEFLY
ComMinforduty
onChinachemical
NewDelhi:TheCommerce
Ministryrecommendedim-
posing anti-dumpingduty
onChinesechemical‘Aniline’.

BandhanBank
Q3profitfalls
NewDelhi:BandhanBankon
Thursday reported13.5per
cent fall in net profit at Rs
632.6crore for thirdquarter
endedDecember31,2020.

PwCIndiatax
suggestion
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
could lookatprovidingde-
ductions for expenses in-
curredby salariedemploy-
ees while working from
home in the upcoming
Budget as it looks to boost
demand,PwCIndiasaid.PTI

ECBstaysputbut
warnsaboutCovid
Frankfurt:TheECBwarned
therecentsurgeininfections
posedarisktoeurozone’sre-
covery and reaffirmed its
pledgetokeepborrowingco-
stsatrecordlows.REUTERS

MorganStanley,
LEAPIndiadeal
NewDelhi:MorganStanley
andLEAP(LeadingEnterprise
inAdvancedPooling) have
announced that Morgan
Stanley India Infrastructure
hasmadean investmentof
Rs180croretoacquireastake
inLEAP.ENS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

THEMINISTRY of Civil Aviation
saidThursday that the2019pri-
vatisation of six airports —
Ahmedabad, Mangalore,
Lucknow, Jaipur, Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram — was
conductedina“competitiveand
transparent” manner, with 32
bids having been received from
10 different entities during the
biddingprocess.
Responding to The Indian

Express report titled “Finance
Ministry and Niti Aayog had
raised red flags before Adani’s
cleansweepofsixairports”,pub-
lishedonJanuary15,theMinistry
said that the assertionmade in
the articlewas “factually incor-
rect”.Ontheobjectionsraisedby
bothMinistryofFinanceandNiti
Aayogaboutthebiddingprocess,
the Ministry said that an
EmpoweredGroupofSecretaries
(EGOS) “took a conscious deci-
sionnottoputanyrestrictionson
thenumberof airports tobebid
or to be awarded to a single en-
tity” given that the six airports
handledonly9.5%ofthepassen-
ger traffic.On the issueof ignor-
ing the recommendations of
DepartmentofEconomicAffairs
(DEA) andNiti Aayog, the state-

ment from theMinistry noted
that both these agencies were
represented in theEGOS,where
the issuesweredeliberated.The
concessionagreementforJaipur,
Guwahati and Thiruvanan-
thapuramairports, theMinistry
said, was signed on January 19,
2021 and not September 2020,
when the Letter of Award for
thesethreeairportshadbeenis-
sued by the Airports Authority
of India.
The IndianExpress replies:
As stated in thenews report,

theobjectionsraisedbytheDEA
andNitiAayogwererecordedin
theminutesofthemeetingofthe
Public Private Partnership
Appraisal Committee (PPPAC)
datedDecember 11, 2018 and it
is these interventionswere re-
producedintheJanuary15news
report.Thereportdulyacknowl-
edged the decision takenby the
EGOS pertaining to the specific
point flagged by the DEA about
restrictingthenumberofairports
to be awarded to the same bid-
der, and those raised by theNiti
Aayogaboutstipulatingpriorex-
perienceasoneofthebiddingre-
quirements.Thenewsreportalso
noted the PPPAC’s response on
Niti Aayog’s objection that the
EGOShadalreadydecidedonnot
having prior airport experience
asaprerequisite forbidding.

32 bids received
from 10 entities:
AviationMin

2019PRIVATISATIONOFSIXAIRPORTS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY21

THECOSTofissuinggreenbonds
has generally remained higher
thanotherbondsinIndia,largely
due to asymmetric information,
a Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
study said. “The average coupon
rateforgreenbondsissuedsince
2015withmaturities between5
to 10 years have generally re-
mainedhigherthanthecorporate
andgovernmentbondswithsim-
ilar tenure,” the report on green
bondssaid.
FortheUSdollar-denominated

greenbondswithtenureofmore

than or equal to 10 years, the
coupon ratewas, however lower
than thecorporatebonds, it said.
Itmaybementionedthatmostof
thegreenbondsinIndiaareissued
bythepublicsectorunits17orcor-
porates with better financial
health. “It isevident fromthefact
that theprivate sector issuers of
greenbonds,onaverage,reported
lowerdebt-to-assets ratio com-
paredtothenon-issuersof green
bond,”theRBIreportsaid.

Greenbondsconstitutedonly
0.7percentofallthebondsissued
inIndiasince2018,andbanklend-
ing to thenon-conventional en-
ergyconstitutedabout7.9percent
of outstandingbankcredit to the
power sector, as ofMarch2020,
theRBIstudysaid.
“Highborrowingcosthasbeen

perhapsthemostimportantchal-
lenge andour analysis indicates
that it couldbedue to theasym-
metricinformation,”itsaid.There-
fore,developingabetterinforma-
tionmanagementsysteminIndia
may help in reducingmaturity
mismatches,borrowingcostsand
leadtoefficientresourceallocation
inthissegment,thestudysaid.

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,JANUARY21

LATESTAGEhumantrialsofZydus
Cadila’sthree-doseCovid-19vac-
cine begun in the country this
week,with the enrolment and
vaccinationofparticipantsunder-
way,TheIndianExpresshaslearnt.
Thisputs theAhmedabad-head-
quarteredcompanyrightbehind
Dr Reddy’s Laboratories in the
pipelineofvaccinesthatthecoun-
trymaybe adding to its arsenal
againstthevirusthathaskilled1.5
lakhandinfectedoveracrore.
“Enrolmentbegan(atsomeof

the sites) thisweek,” said a per-
sonclose tothedevelopmenton
condition of anonymity.
Accordingtoanother,someother
trialsitesarestillintheprocessof
siteinspections—acheckbyreg-

ulatory authorities of the place
where theclinical trialswill take
place,followingwhichclearance
is given to enrol and vaccinate
participants.
QueriessenttoZydusCadilaon

Wednesday remained unan-
sweredbypresstimeonThursday.
Thetrialsareexpectedtotake

placeatfivesitesacrossfourcities
— Surat, Nashik, Jaipur and
Ahmedabad, according to infor-
mation from the Clinical Trials
Registryof India.

Covid, lack of key
infra, lower offtake
hurt output in Dec

CRUDE&NATURALGAS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY21

INDIA’SCRUDEoilandnaturalgas
productionfellby3.6percentand
7.1 per cent, respectively, in
December on the back of lower
production by state-ownedOil
andNaturalGasCorporationLtd
andprivatesectorplayers,accord-
ing to the government data re-
leasedonThursday.
India’s total crudeoil produc-

tioninDecemberstoodat2,556.7
ThousandMetric Tonnes (TMT),
down3.6per cent fromproduc-
tionof2,650.8TMTintheyear-ago
period.ONGCreportedthatlackof
availability of key infrastructure,
includingmobileportableoffshore
units and implications of the
Covid-19 pandemic, had led to

lowercrudeoutput.
ONGC’scrudeproductionwas

down2.75percent, comparedto
theyear-agoperiod,whileoutput
byprivatesectorplayerswasdown
11.6 per cent, compared to
December2019.
Naturalgasproductionduring

themonthwas 2,424.9million
metric standard cubic meters
(MMSCM), compared 2,610.4
MMSCM in December 2019,
whichwasimpactedbyloweroff-
takeofnaturalgasfromcustomers
aswellasdelaysinoperationalisa-
tionofnewgasdiscoveriesdueto
Covid-19. Crudeoilprocessing in
Decemberwas up 0.9 per cent,
comparedtotheyear-agoperiod,
with Indian refiners processing
21,024.4 TMT of crude in
December,comparedto20,829.8
TMTintheyearagoperiod.

‘Fintechs see spike in
delinquent accounts’

RBI withdraws
3 circulars on
excess pension
recovery

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY21

THERESERVEBankofIndia (RBI)
onThursdaywithdrewthreecir-
cularson recoveryof excesspay-
mentsmadetopensionersasthe
documents didn’t followguide-
linesandcourtorders.
In a circular issuedonMarch

17,2016, theRBIhadsaidas soon
as theexcesspaymentmade toa
pensioner comes to thenoticeof
the paying branch, the branch
shouldadjustthesameagainstthe
amount standing to the credit of
thepensioner’saccounttotheex-
tentpossible includinglumpsum
arrearspayment.
If the entire amount of over

paymentcannotbeadjustedfrom
theaccount,thepensionerwould
beaskedtopayforthwiththebal-
anceamountofoverpayment.

Govt planning to open up coal
marketing to streamline process
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY21

THEGOVERNMENTisconsidering
openingupcoalmarketing, Coal
SecretaryAnilKumarJainsaidon
Thursday.Currently,productionby
Coal India is allocated througha
numberofdifferentmethods, in-
cludingmultiplesector-basedauc-
tions andcoal linkagesbasedon
recommendationsby theUnion
government, and Fuel Supply
Agreements(FSAs).
Indiaproducedabout729mil-

lion tonnesof coal and imported
about 248million tonnes in the

previousfiscal.CoalIndiaaccounts
for over 80per cent of domestic
production. “It’s about time that
coalmarketingwasopenedup.All
theknots,whichhavetiedupcoal
linkages, PPAs, FSAsandbidding
have to be openedup,” said the
secretary,addingthefreeingupof
coalmarketingwouldgiveanas-
surancetobuyersthattheywillbe
abletogettheproduct,iftheywant
it,without having to go through
multipleprocesses.
Thegovernment,inJune2020,

openedupcoalmining for com-
mercialuse.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY21

WITHAhugespikeindelinquent
accountspost thepandemic, fin-
techshaveseenasharpdeteriora-
tion in their portfolios. At 43per
cent, fintechs had eight times
moredelinquent accounts than
privatebanksforwhomthecom-
parable figurewas5per cent for
August2020,TransUnionCibilsaid
in a joint reportwith theDigital
Lenders’Associationof India.
There is aneed for fintechs to

placegreater focusoncollections
in lightofheighteneddelinquen-
cies anda riskier customerbase,
saidthereport.“Comparedtopeer
members, the huge volumes
sourcedby fintechswere largely
small-ticketloansandfromriskier
segments,”thereportsaid,adding
that in contrast, bankshavegen-
erallybeenlendingtoconsumers
inprimeandabove risk tiers and
thosewitharelativelystableflow

ofincome,whilealsoleveragingli-
ability base to acquire personal
loans. “Atthesametime, fintechs
haveonboardedconsumerswith
lowcredit scores and leveraged
morealternativedata.”
Theriseindelinquentaccounts

calls foracloser lookatportfolios
andemphasisestheneedforbet-
tercollectionstrategies,thereport
said.Inthecurrentsituation,asthe
moratoriumhasended,morecon-
sumerswill enter delinquency
buckets andmake the collection
process evenmore challenging,
thereportsaid.FE

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JANUARY21

COURSES PERTAINING to
Microsoft’s cloud platform
Azure, software testing,
English language test IELTS,
MicrosoftCertificationsand
e-mail etiquettes were the
most sought after profes-
sionalskills in India,accord-
ing to the 2021Workplace
LearningTrendsReportpub-
lished by the open online
course providerUdemy.
The report is based on

datafromtheglobalcompa-
nies using the Udemy for
Businessplatformandasur-
veyofmore than500 learn-
ing and development pro-
fessionals.
“Inthespiritofagileproj-

ect management, many
technical teams aremoving
employeesawayfromsingle
domain expertise. Instead,
hybrid roles are becoming
the norm. Leaders are en-
couraging employees to
buildexpertise inmorethan
one subject related to their
job function. The technical
skills related to this trend,
like software testing and in-
frastructure architecture,
sawsizeablegrowthincoun-
tries across the APAC region
— including over 5,200 per
cent year-over-year growth
in Japan,” the report stated.
Compared to the skills

being sought in India, those
in demand in developed
Asian economies like
Singapore, Japan, South
Korea included design
thinking, marketing strat-
egy, information security,
leadership, machine learn-

ing, storytelling, business
English, listening skills and
personal productivity.
In Australia, the top five

courses in demand were
Microsoft Azure’s AZ-900
course, API testing,
Microsoft Teams, Drawing
andGoogleCloud.
Thereportaddedthatthe

slow but steady shift to re-
moteworkover the last few
yearshasalreadycalledfora
rangeofnewbehavioursand
skills. But in 2020, leaders
across every industry were
forced to quickly prioritise
solutions that enable en-
tirely distributed teams to
collaborate effectively.
“COVID-19has reallyac-

celerated the shift from ‘re-
mote-accessible’ to ‘remote-
first’ thinking in
collaboration design,” says
Sprintkick founder and
Udemy instructor Evan
Kimbrell. Collaborationwas
amajorpriority throughout
the APAC region, taking the
top spot for year-over-year
growth in India, Singapore,
and Indonesia.
Professional skill devel-

opmentplatformsthatoffer
courses and certifications
online like Udemy and
Coursera have been in high
demand in the post-Covid
era. Indian startupsoffering
higher education courses
have also attracted virtual
eyeballs.
Highereducationedtech

platformupGrad, for exam-
ple, saw its customer base
doubleto1millionbetween
April and December 2020.
During 2019-20, the com-
pany reported Rs 230 crore
in revenues.

SKILLDEVELOPMENT
PROFESSIONALCOURSES

‘Hybrid roles, the
new norm: IELTS,
Azure, software
testing in demand’ E●EX
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Approvals key
fordeal tobe
completed

SEBIHASalsogivenago-ahead toFutureGroup’s scheme
of arrangementandsaleof assets toRIL. Amazonhad
written to theSebi asking the regulator to stop thedeal,
saying that theFuturegrouphadviolatedcertain agree-
mentwith theUS firm.
Approvals fromtheSebi andbourses aremandatory

for thedeal tobe completed.

Exchangesgivegoahead to
Future-RelianceRetail deal

Peaked in 2020: UBS’ real-time tracker shows that the overall quantum of savings has been rising since
mid-2019 and surged in 2020 (peaked in June 2020 but still running higher than pre-pandemic level)

CASHISKING:
Avastportionofthissavingsis in
cashonly,whichsoaredbya
whopping135percentduringthe
lockdownmonths

Slowdowninspendingbythe
householdsthroughthelockdowns
hasresultedin$200billionextra
netsavingsinfinancialassets,
whichisasapercentageofGDPis
closetothepeakseenpost-global

financialcrisisof2008-09andis
stillgrowingandisgranularand
broad-based,andnotconcentrated
inthehandsoftherich

THEBREAKDOWN:
Bankdepositsand
insurance/pensionsform14percent
eachofthetotalhouseholdsavings,
while19percentconstituteclaims
ongovernmentandawhopping135
percentareinhardcurrency

Savings flowing intoequity
marketshavepickedup,but
remainlessthan5percentofthe
totalsavings.Butthis5percent is
muchhigherthantheFPI inflowsin
thepasttwoyearscombined,
whichjumped25percenton-year
in2020 Source:UBI/PTI

‘Lockdown boosts household
savings to 20-year high’
Household savings,whichhadbeen fallingbetween2014
andmid-2019, have scoopedup$200billion in extra savings,
a20-yearhigh, amid the lockdown, asper aUBS report

GROSS
CAPITAL

FORMATION

58%
household
savings

32%
Corporates
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FRAMEWORK UNDER WHICH US TECH GIANT WILL PAY FOR CONTENT ONLINE

REUTERS
PARIS,JANUARY21

GOOGLEANDaFrenchpublishers’
lobby saidonThursday theyhad
agreedacopyrightframeworkun-
derwhich theUS techgiantwill
paynewspublishers for content
online,inafirstforEurope.
Themovepavesthewayforin-

dividuallicensingagreementsfor
French publications, some of
whichhave seen revenuesdrop
with the rise of the Internet and

declinesinprintcirculation.
Thedeal,which aims topro-

videasustainablewaytopaypub-
lishers, is likely to be closely
watched by platforms such as
Facebook,alawyersaid.

Alphabet-ownedGoogle and
theAlliancede lapressed’infor-
mationgénérale (APIG) said in a
statement the framework in-
cluded criteria such as thedaily
volumeof publications,monthly
internet traffic and“contribution
topolitical andgeneral informa-
tion”.Googlehassofaronlysigned
licensingagreementswitha few
publications in France, including
national daily newspapers Le
MondeandLeFigaro.
Google’s vehicle for paying

newspublishers, calledGoogle

NewsShowcase, is anothernew
productithasdevelopedwhichal-
lows publishers to curate their
owncontentonline.Itissofaronly
availableinBrazilandGermany.
Google andAPIGdidnot say

howmuchmoney couldbedis-
tributedtoAPIG’smembers,who
includemostFrenchnationaland
local publishers. Anddetails on
howthe remunerationwouldbe
calculatedwerenotdisclosed.
Thedealfollowsmonthsofbar-

gainingbetweenGoogle, French
publishersandnewsagencies.

Greenbondsconstituted
0.7%ofallbondsissued
inIndiasince2018

RBI: Cost of green bonds
issuance high in India

■Thetrialsare
expectedtotakeplace
atfivesitesacrossfour
cities—Surat,Nashik,
JaipurandAhmedabad.

TRIAL SITES

COAL INDIA’S SHARE

■ Indiaproducedabout729
milliontonnesofcoaland
importedabout248million
tonneslast fiscal.Coal India
accountsforover80percent
ofdomesticproduction.

80%■Themovepavesthe
wayforindividual
licensingagreementsfor
Frenchpublications.

LICENSING DEALS

Google inks deal with French news publishers

At43%, fintechshad8
timesmoredelinquent
accounts thanprivate
banksforwhomthe
comparable figurewas
5%forAugust,2020,
TransUnionCibil said

INDIA SINGAPORE AUSTRALIA
MicrosoftAZ-900 Storytelling MicrosoftAZ-900
Softwaretesting Designthinking API testing
IELTS BusinessEnglish MicrosoftTeams

MOSTSOUGHTAFTER

Zydus Cadila starts
enrolment for late
stage vaccine trial

New Delhi
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IndianOil and NDMC signed a MOU for development of
integrated waste-to-energy facilities at NDMC’s landfill site
at Ranikhera in Narela, New Delhi. The MoU was signed in
the presence of Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of
PNG, Anil Baijal, Lt. Governor of Delhi, Jai Prakash, Mayor,
NDMC, Tarun Kapoor, Secretary, Petroleum and Natural
Gas, Gyanesh Bhar ti, Commissioner, NDMC and SM
Vaidya, Chairman, Indian Oil.

ONGC In line with PM Modi’s vision to increase the use of
renewable energy and making India Atmanirbhar, two
projects supported by Energy Maharatna ONGC for the
welfare of people in Betul district of Madhya Pradesh were
launched by Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Steel
Dharmendra Pradhan on 18 January 2021. The Minister laid
the foundation stone of a hostel-cum-training facility for
farmers at Bharat Bharati Shiksha Samiti. He also launched
the distribution of Solar Chulhas to poor households in
Betul, which is being developed as a solar village.

SCOPE SCOPE has launched ‘SCOPE Eminence Awards
2019-20’ to honour the outstanding contribution of the
PSEs and their leaders to the economy at large. SCOPE
awards have been presented by the President of India in the
past. SCOPE Eminence Awards will be presented in 9
categories having 16 specific awards in areas of Corporate
Governance; Digital Transformation; Women emp-
owerment; R&D, Technology Development & Innovation;
HR; Environmental excellence; Corporate Social
Responsibility and Individual Leadership.

Shivalik Small Finance Bank announced the receipt of a
license from RBI to carry on banking business as a SFB
in India. This marks the successful completion of the last
major step in the transition of Shivalik Mercantile Co-
operative Bank (SMCB) to a SFB. SMCB is the first UCB
in India to transition to a SFB under the voluntary
transition scheme. The bank had received an in-principle
approval from RBI for transitioning to a SFB in January
2020 and was given an 18-month timeline to commence
business as a SFB. With this announcement, the bank is
on track to achieve this much earlier than expected. The
bank expects to commence business as a SFB by April
2021.

A MoU was signed between CWC and NAFED, in the presence
of MD-CWC, AK Shrivastava and MD-NAFED, SK Chadha and
other senior officers of both PSUs, for providing the scientific
integrated warehousing services.

MOU - CWC

The 10-day National Mini-Aadi Mahotsav recently commenced
in New Delhi, in presence of important dignitaries and senior
Government of India officials. Pravir Krishna, MD, TRIFED, was
also present on the occasion.

MAHOTSAV - TRIFED

BHEL has won the coveted ‘ICAI National Award for Excel-
lence in Financial Reporting’ for the Financial Year 2019-
20. The award was received by Subodh Gupta, Director
(Finance), BHEL.

AWARD - BHEL

NBCC has signed an annual MoU with its subsidiary com-
pany, HSCL, for the year 2020-21, in presence of PK
Gupta, CMD, NBCC; R Chaudhari, MD, HSCL and also Dir.
(Comm.), NBCC, and other senior officers.

MOU - NBCC

P Krishna, MD, TRIFED & SP Singh, MD, IIFDC signed the
MoU to work together for tribal livelihood generation, in pres-
ence of A Trivedi, ED, TRIFED, S Mahendra, ED (I/C),
TRIFED, and Dr HC Gena, CPM, IFFDC.

MOU - TRIFED

AR Meghwal, Union MoS for Parliamentary Affairs and
Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises, GoI, presents the
ICAI Award for excellence in financial reporting to RITES’
Dir. (Fin.) BP Nayak and CFO PK Narang.

AWARD - RITES

Dr. AP Maheshwari, DG, CRPF & Dr. AK Singh, DS & DG (LS),
DRDO unveiled the bike ambulance RAKSHITA developed by
DRDO's INMAS in collaboration with CRPF for evacuation in
remote regions.

LAUNCH – CRPF

Home Minister Amit Shah laid the foundation stone of 97
Battalion RAF CRPF campus in Karnataka, in presence of
state CM BS Yediyurappa, Union Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs, Coals, and Mines, P Joshi & other dignitaries.

FOUNDATION STONE - CRPF

RP Goyal, Dir. (Fin.), NHPC along with other senior officers
received the winner’s trophy in ‘Silver Shield’ category at
ICAI Awards for Excellence in Financial Repor ting for
2019-20 from AR Meghwal, Union MoS, GoI.

AWARD – NHPC

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF,
RURAL WATER SUPPLY & SANITATION,

JAL “O” PARIMAL BHAWAN, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR-751001, ODISHA
Tel: 0674-2395734, FAX: 0674-2394946, e-mail: cerwssodisha@gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM
Tender for execution of Mega PWS to 72 villages under 11GPs of
Nischintakoili block of Cuttack district including 5 year o&M on
EPC contract_ invited in Request for Proposal RFP No. 359 dated
13.01.2021.

No. 645 dated. 20.01.2021.
Due to typographical error, the following amendment to the RFP. 359
dated 13.01.2021, is hereby authorized under intimation to all
concerned.
The Bid Identification No. as mentioned against Pkg-II i.e. “Mega
PWS to 72 villages under 11GPs of Nischintakoili block of Cuttack
district including 5 year O&M on EPC contract may please be read
as "EIC, RWSS-19/20-21”, as against existing entry i.e. “EIC,
RWSS-18/20-21”.

All other details mentioned in the RFP remain unaltered.
Sd/-

Engineer-in-Chief, RWSS
OIPR-25040/11/0009/2021

O-929

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, “e”-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-mail- ceworldbankprojects@gmail.com

Bid Indentification No. CE-W.B.P. (O) - 21 / 2020-21

B-654

1. The Chief Engineer (World Bank Project), Odisha on behalf of
Governor of Odisha inviting percentage rate bid in double cover
system in ONLINE MODE firm eligible contractors for construction
of Road & Bridge works as detailed in the table below :

2. Nature of work : Bridge works

3. No. of work : 02 nos.

4. Tender cost : Rs. 10,000.00

5. Class of Contractor : Super Class Contractor

6. Available of bid document
in the website

: From 10.00 AM of 22.01.2021 to
5.00 PM of 22.02.2021

7. Pre-Bid meeting : Dt. 29.01.2021 at 11.30 AM

8. Date of opening of Bid : Dt. 23.02.2021 at 11.30 AM

9. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further
details can be seen from the website :
https://tenderodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigendum/
cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer,

World Bank Project, Odisha
OIPR-34003/11/0030/2021

Government of Odisha “e” Procurement Notice
WORKS DEPARTMENT

Bid Identification No. S.E.K.C., Keonjhar No. 20/2020-21
e-mail : sekcpwd_keonjhar@yahoo.com

Letter No. 191 dt. 13.01.2021
1. No. of the work :- 07 Number of Building Works

2. Estimated cost :- Rs. 226.84 Lakhs to Rs. 578.58 Lakhs
3. Period of completion :- 09 (Nine) Calendar Months to 11 (Eleven) Calendar Months

4. Date and Time of availability of Bid document in the portal :- From 11.00 Hours of 27.01.2021 to 16.00 Hours of 08.02.2021

5. Last date / Time for receipt of bids in the portal :- 16.00 Hours of 08.02.2021
6. Date of opening of Bid from Portal :- 12.00 Hours on 09.02.2021

7. Name and address of the officer inviting Bid :- Superintending Engineer, Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar-758001.

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal “http://tendersodisha.gov.in”
Sd/- A.N. Das

Superintending Engineer
Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar

OIPR-34033/11/0022/2021

B-657

OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
ASSAM STATE TRANSPORT CORPORATION

PALTANBAZAR, PARIBAHAN BHAWAN,GUWAHATI-781008
Phone (MD):- (0361) 2739552(O)

Fax: (0361) 2730726
Email:- astc2009@gmail.com

Ref No.ASTC/FAMEi/P2/0001/2019-20/0695 Date:20/01/2021

RE-TENDER NOTICE
Request for Proposal

For
Selection of Bus Operator for Supply, Operation and Maintenance of 100 AC Electric Buses on

Gross Cost Contract (GCC) basis in the cities of Guwahati, Silchar and Jorhat in the State of Assam

Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) offers reliable, safe, dependable and comfortable passenger
service. Bus Services of ASTC covers rural and hilly roads, highways as well as city roads across the state.
Besides this, it also provides Interstate Transport Services to the neighboring states as well. The Assam State
Transport Corporation is strongly dedicated to achieving the key objectives to provide best transport services
to citizens at reasonable price with the use of modern information technology.
ASTC intend to use Electric Buses for augmenting clean and green shared mobility across the State of
Assam by deploying them on a Gross Cost Contract (GCC) basis through appointment of an Operator.
Towards this, the RFP is being hereby published for inviting proposals from eligible Operators /Bus
Manufacturers (OEMs) for procurement, operation and maintenance of 100 number of Electric Buses on
GCC basis under Phase - II of FAME India Scheme.
Who can Apply: Please refer to RFP document for Eligibility and Evaluation Criteria.
Hard copies of the technical bids should reach the office of the undersigned on or before the bid submission
deadline mentioned below:
Bid submission Due Date and time: 04.02.2021 (Till 12 PM)
The Financial Bids must be submitted through online mode only as per the format of the BOQ
uploaded online. Hard copies of the same must not be sent with the technical bids.

S/d-
(A.P. Tiwari, IPS)

Managing Director,
Assam State Transport Corporation

ASTC at its discretion may or may not invite bids only from those firms which express their interest in
response to this invitation and fulfil the above requirements. ASTC reserves the right to reject any or all
of the bid responses received without assigning any reasons whatsoever.

Address for Submission of Tender Documents:
Managing Director
Assam State Transport Corporation(ASTC)
Paltanbazar, Guwahati-781008
Phone: 0361-2739552;

For more details please contact:
Shri Balin Das
Chief Engineer (A&T), ASTC
Email: astc2009@gmail.com
Phone: +91 8811023706

NOTICE INVITING BID
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-PROCUREMENT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
No. 436 Dtd. 18.01.2021

The Engineer-in-Chief, RWS&S, Odisha, Bhubaneswar on behalf of the Governor of Odisha invites proposals for Consultancy Services for engagement
of Authority's Engineer (AE) for supervision of Mega Piped Water Supply projects on the basis of National Competitive Bidding for the works detailed in
the table given below. The firm is advised to examine carefully all instructions in the RFP Document.

Name & Address of officer inviting RFP:
ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF, RWS&S

JAL O PARIMAL BHAWAN, UNIT-V,
BHUBANESWAR-751001, ODISHA,

Tel: 0674-2395734, FAX: 0674-2394946
E-mail: cerwssodisha@gmail.com

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal https://tenderodisha.gov.in
Sd/- Engineer-In-Chief

RWS&S(O)
OIPR-25040/11/0012/2021

O-937

S
No

Name of the Rural Water
Supply Project

Bid ID No. Assignment
Period (months)

Availability of Bid Documents
for Online Bidding

From To

1 RFP for Consultancy Services for Authority Engineer (AE) Services for
Mahanga Block of Cuttack district.

EIC, RWSS
12/20-21

24 months (Twenty
Four Months)

17.00 hours of
18.01.2021

17.00 hours of
18.02.2021

2 RFP for Consultancy Services for Authority Engineer (AE) Services for
Kasinagar & Gummablock of Gajapatidistrict.

EIC, RWSS
13/20-21

24 months (Twenty
Four Months)

17.00 hours of
18.01.2021

17.00 hours of
18.02.2021

3 RFP for Consultancy Services for Authority Engineer (AE) Services for
Bhogoraiblock (Phase-II) of Balasore District & GB Nagar &saraskana
Block of Mayurbhanj District.

EIC, RWSS
14/20-21

24 months (Twenty
Four Months)

17.00 hours of
18.01.2021

17.00 hours of
18.02.2021

4 RFP for Consultancy Services for Authority Engineer (AE) Services for
Malkangiri & Koraput Districts.

EIC, RWSS
15/20-21

24 months (Twenty
Four Months)

17.00 hours of
18.01.2021

17.00 hours of
18.02.2021
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''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

I,MonikaVipenGarg, alias
MonaGargW/oVipenGarg, R/o
Vichumbe-B-204, B-1,Krishna
VondanaComplex, Panvel
RaigarhMaharashtra-410206,
have changedmyname to
MonikaVipenGarg
permanently. 0040558515-2

MMyyoriginal documents of
property no.USB-229, Shop
No.1,GroundFloor,Area
Measuring 7x11 Sq. Fts.,
ChanderVihar,Mandawali
Fazalpur, Delhi-110092has
been lost.AshokKumar S/o
Sunder LalMobile-
No.9654946009. 0040560914-3

IItt is for general information that
I,MD.SaleemKhan,S/o-Fiddu
KhanR/o-4375Gali
No.21,ShantiMohalla,Gandhi
NagarDelhi-110031,inform that
nameofmy father hasbeen
wrongly-writtenasMohd.Fida
Ali Khan inmyPassport-
No.L8370656.Theactual-name
ofmy father is FidduKhan
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040560907-9

IItt is for general information that
I,HussainAhmed,S/o-Fiddu
Khan,R/o-4309,Gali.No.19,
ShantiMohalla,Gandhi
Nagar,Delhi-110031,inform that
nameofmy father hasbeen
wrongly-writtenas
MohammadFidaKhan inmy
Passport-No.T2311391.the
actual-nameofmy father is
FidduKhanwhichmaybe
amendedaccordingly

0040560907-10

II,,YYooggeesshh SharmaS/o-Sh.Nand
KishoreSharmaR/o-615/22,
Gali.No.2,Shivji Park,Khandsa
Road,Gurugram,Haryana,have
changedmyname toYogesh
Kumar Sharma,for all,future
purpose. 0040560897-10

II,,UUmmeesshhKumar SinghS/o-Late
Mahavir SinghR/o-H-215,
Second-Floor, Phase-I,Ashok
Vihar, Delhi-52,have changed
myname toUmeshSingh.

0040560902-9

II,,TTaannyyaa vashistha,D/o-Trilok
Chandsharma,W/o-Arpit
Sharma,R/o-15,Gopal
park,KrishnaNagar,Delhi-
110051,have changedmyname
aftermarriage fromTanya
Vashistha toTanyaSharma for
future. 0040560907-7

II,,SSoonniiaaAroraW/oPrashant
SoodR/oAH-40, ShalimarBagh
Delhi-88,have changedmy
name toSonia Sood.

0040560897-3

II,,SSoobbiinnddeerr SinghS/o Indraj
SinghNagarR/oTilpata
Karanwas-2, G.Noida,UP-
201306,have changedmyname
toSovindraSingh, for all
purposes. 0040560920-7

II,,SSiikkaannddeerr S/o-RamUjagir R/o L-
84/2,SaurabhVihar,Jaitpur,
Badarpur,Delhi-110044have
changedmyname toSikandar.

0040560902-6

II,,SShhrrii RamS/o-Late Sh.Heera Lal
R/o-House.No.333,
Gali.No.10,Ambedkar
Colony,Chakkarpur,Gurugram,
Haryana, inform that Shri Ram
andSri Rambothnameare
same,person.Mycorrect name
is Shri Ram. 0040560897-11

II,,SShhiibbllii Ahmed/AhmedShibli
S/O-Nooruddinsiddiqui R/O-B
1/10,Shakti Khand-
2,Indirapuram,Ghaziabad,Utta
r-Pradesh 201014Have
ChangedMyNameToShibli
Siddiqui. 0040560856-8

II,,SSaannttoosshhGupta S/O-Awadhesh
KumarGupta R/O-Q-
1105,Stellar Jeevan,Plot.No-Gh-
03,Sector-01,Greater-Noida
West,Kulesara, Gautam
BuddhaNagar,Uttar-Pradesh-
201306HaveChangedMyName
ToSantoshKumarGupta

0040560856-2

II,,RRiittuu Rani D/O-Rikhi Ram R/O-
14/107,3rd Floor,Subash
Nagar,Delhi-110027Have
ChangedMyNameToRitu

0040560914-1

II,,SSaannjjaayyKumarPunyani S/o-
Harbhjan Lal R/o-4565/52,
Raigar Pura,Karol Bagh,Delhi-
110005havechangedmyname
toSanjayKumar. 0040560902-7

II,,RRiittuu Rani D/O-Narayan Jha
R/O-H.No-99/102,Supertech-
First,RajenderNagar,Sector-
5,Sahibabad,Ghaziabad,Uttar-
Pradesh-201005HaveChanged
MySonNameVivaanMohan
GargToVivaanKumar.

0040560856-1

II,,RRaassaammVinayakSuryakant,S/o
SuryakantRasamDaji
Rasam,R/o-C-301, LEO
Housing-ComplexoppCosmos
School JantaMarket Kokan
NagarBhandup(west)Mumbai
Maharashtra-400078,have
changedmyname,from
RasamVinayakSuryakant to
VinayakSuryakant. Vide-
Affidevit, date-19-1-2021.

0040560920-2

II,,PPrreemmChandS/O-Gopi Ram
Jain R/O-836,Gali No.1-
B,SwatantraNagar,
Narela,Delhi-110040Have
ChangedMyNameToPrem
Chand JainPermanently.

0040560856-5

II,,RRUUPPEESSHHS/OCHATTARSINGH
R/OFLATNO.A-
3,PLOTNO.4827,GALINO.112/2,B
-BLOCK,SANT-NAGAR,
BURARI,DELHI-110084.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETORUPESH
KUMAR. 0040560907-6

II,,PPaawwaannKumar S/o-Sita Ram
Bansal R/o-156,Kewal Kunj
Apartment,Sector -13,
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toPawan
KumarBansal Permanently.

0040560856-7

II,,NNiisshhiikkaarr ChouhanS/o-Dilip
SinghChohanR/o-BA-30,BA-
Block,AshokVihar,Phase-
1,Delhi-110052,changedmy
name toNishi KarChouhan.

0040560902-2

II,,NNaavveeeennKumar Jain s/o-Baij
Nath JainR/o-1/5624,Street.No-
12,Balbir Nagar Extn.,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032,have
changedmyname toNaveen
Jain. 0040560902-1

II,,NNaannccyyNarangW/O Inder Preet
SinghR/O-94,Ambica
Vihar,PaschimVihar,Delhi-
110087,have changedmyname
toNancyKaur. 0040560897-5

II,,MMuunniisshhKumar S/o-Pawan
KumarBansal R/o-156,Kewal
Kunj Apartment,Sector-
13,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toManish
Bansal Permanently.

0040560856-6

II,,MMeegghhaaChaturvediW/o-Mr.
ShivamChaturvedi R/o-Flat
No.-SP3,H.No.-11/155, Shyama
Appartment,Near-Kanha
Complex,Sector-3,Rajender
Nagar,Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad,U.P. have changed
myname fromMeghaPandey
toMeghaChaturvedi for all
futurepurposes.

0040560902-4

II,,MMaasstteerr AshuD/o-Atar Singh
R/o-H.No.4/97,98,Madhur
Mandir,Awas-Vikas,
Hathras,Uttar-Pradesh-201101
have changedmyname to
AsthaMathur. 0040560856-3

II,,KKaappoooorr ChandraS/oDevi
CharanR/oChithara, G.Noida
U.P.-203207,have changedmy
name toKapoorChand, for all
purposes. 0040560920-6

II,,HHaarriisshh S/O-Aishi Lal Verma
R/O-134-135,Second-
Floor,Sector-22,Rohini,pocket-
4,Begumpur,Delhi-110086Have
ChangedmyName toHarish
Verma. 0040560856-4

II,,GGEEEETTAARANI,W/O-
DHARMENDERKUMAR
BATRA,R/O- FLAT.NO-E-401,
ALAKNANDASOCIETYGH-
45,SECTOR- 56,GURGAON
HARYANA-122011, changedmy
name toGEETABATRA.

0040560920-1

II,,GGEEEETTAANNJJAALLIIW/OARUNKUMAR
R/OT-238/C, NEARADARSH
MODELSCHOOL, UTTAM
NAGAR,NEWDELHI-59,have
changedmyname toGEETA.

0040560897-6

II,, SajanaPai, R/o F-304,
Designer’s Park, B-9/1A,
Sector- 62, Noida- 201309have
changedmyname toSajanaP
Pai 0070728111-1

II,,GGAAGGAANNKANSALS/OSOHAN
LALGUPTAR/OA-3,SANGAM
APARTMENT,SECTOR-
9,ROHINI,DELHI-110085.
CHANGEDMYNAMETOGAGAN
GUPTA. 0040560907-3

II,,DDIILLBBAAGGRAI S/OLACHHAMAN
DASSSINGLAR/O
FLATNO.202,NEWSWASTIK-
APARTMENT,SECTOR-
9,ROHINI,DELHI-
110085.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
DILBAGRAI SINGLA.

0040560907-1

II,,AAvvpprreeeett SinghBhatia S/O-
MehtabSinghBhatia R/O-WZ-
362,Lane-20, ShivNagar,Delhi-
110058HaveChangedMyName
ToAvpreet Singh

0040560914-2

II,,AAuusshhoottoosshh S/oAbhimanyu,R/o
107 F-1 Sultanpuri Sultanpur
MazraNithari,Delhi-
110086,changedmyname to
AushotoshKumar.

0040560897-9

II,,AArrsshhpprreeeett KaurWalia W/O-
AbhishekSolanki R/O-WZ-14
C,Asalatpur,JanakPuri,New-
Delhi-110058HaveChangedmy
Name toArshpreet Kaur.

0040560902-3

II,,AAmmrriitt Pal SinghChitkara S/O
JiwansinghChitkaraR/O94,
Ambica vihar, Paschim-
Vihar,Delhi-110087,have
changedmyname toAmrit Pal
Singh. 0040560897-4

II,,AAmmllaaMary Francis,D/o
Mariyadas Francis,R/o-505
Block-C, J.J.ColonyOld
SeelampurDelhi-110095,have
changedmyname toAmla
Mary,for all purposes

0040560907-8

II,,AAkksshhiittaa Lalit Shahalias
Akshita L ShahD/o-Lalit A Shah
W/o-Yash JainR/o-B-42,F.F,
Pushpanjali,Enclave,Pitampur
a,Delhi-110034,after
marriage,changedmyname to
AkshitaYash Jain.

0040560902-8

II,,AASSHHOOKKKUMARS/oShyamLal
R/o 703A,ParmanandEnclave,
Ali Pur, NorthWestDelhi, Delhi-
110036HaveChangedmy
Name to ASHOKKUMAR
VERMA for all purposes

0070728138-1

II,,AARRUUNNKUMARGAUTAMS/O
RAMPYARER/OT-238/C, NEAR-
ADARSHMODELSCHOOL,
UTTAMNAGAR,NEWDELHI-
59,have changedmyname to
ARUNKUMAR. 0040560897-7

II,,AAKKAASSHHS/oNARENDER,
HOUSE.NO.606, GALI.NO.02,
CHAUHANMOHALLA,VILLAGE-
RANGPURI,MAHIPALPUR,NEW
DELHI-110037,changedmy
name toAKASHCHAUHAN.

0040560897-2

II,, shri chand,s/ogagandas
Addressm-4 2nd-floor old-
double storey lajpat-nagar-
4,delhi-110024,changedmy
name to shri.chandpanjwani.

0040560897-8

II,, ShwetaD/oMOHINDER
LAL,R/oDDASite-1,FlatNo.205,
4th Floor,NewRajinderNagar,
NewDelhi-110060have
changedmyname toShweta
Nahar for all purposes.

0040560869-1

II,, SavinaySinghBindraS/o
Tarvinder SinghR/oWZ-46/7A,
MukherjeePark Extn.,
Chowkhandi RD., TilakNagar,
Delhi-110018havechangedmy
name toSavinaySingh.

0040560902-10

II,, SHANTIDEVIW/oASHOK
VERMAR/o 703A,Parmanand
Enclave, Ali Pur, NorthWest
Delhi, Delhi-110036Have
ChangedmyName to SHANTI
VERMA for all purposes

0070728137-1

II,, RenuBala,W/o IshwarChand
R/o-111, VivekanandPuri,Sarai
Rohilla, Delhi-110007,have
changedmyname toRenuGoel
for all futurepurposes.

0040560891-2

II,, PradeepKumar S/oRampal
SinghR/oY-47, Sector-12,
Noida (U.P) have changedmy
name toPradip Saini for all
purposes. 0040560871-1

II,, PawanKumarMisra, S/o
RamapatiMisra,Address-352-
E/10ARoom.No-4Munirka
Village-110067,changedmy
name to PawanKumarMishra.

0040560907-4

II,,FFaarriiaahhKhatoonW/o-Mohd
AnasR/o-299,Gali-
Garhaiya,MatiaMahal,Jama-
Masjid, Delhi-110006,have
changedmyname to Fariya
Khatoon

0040560902-5

II,, KalpanaUpadhyaywife of
Gunanidhi Upadhyay, address
L-269, JalvayuVihar, Sector 25
Noida, Uttar Pradeshhave
changedmyname toKalpana
Devi Upadhyay for all future
purposes. 0040560880-1

II,, Inderpal VermaS/oSh.
KandheyVermaR/o.C-1/128,
YamunaVihar, Delhi-110053,
have changedmyname,to
Indrapal Verma for all future
purposes. 0040560891-1

II,, HarmeetKaurW/o Inderjeet
SinghR/oB-128, 2nd Floor,
GaneshNagarDelhi-110018
HaveChangedMyName to
Harmit Kaur for all purposes .

0070728134-1

II,, VijayaBhadra,W/o JNBhadra,
Add-D-87A, Block-D, East-of-
Kailash, NewDelhi-
110065,changedmyname to
BijayBhadra. 0040560897-1

II confirm thatmynamehas
beenwronglywrittenas
Chanderlekha inpassport of
myminor son, ChiragChauhan.
Mycorrect name isChander
LekhaChauhanw/oHarish
KumarChauhan r/o 228, U/G/F,
Block-B,MohanGarden, Uttam
Nagar, Delhi-110059

0040560873-1

II YugeshwarRai S/oVijayYadav
R/oS-140, Gali No-18,
Parampuri, UttamNagar, Delhi-
110059, have changedmyname
toYogeshYadav

0070728121-1

II SantoshNarayanS/oAditya
NarayanR/o 405, Galaxy
Apartment, KakraulaVillage,
Delhi-110078, have changedmy
name toSantoshNarayan
Banerjee 0070728160-1

II SachinKumar S/o Jagdish
ChanderKumarR/oHouseNo-
411B, Jheel Kurenja Scooter
Mkt, GeetaColony, Gandhi
Nagar, Delhi-110031, have
changedmyname toSachin
KumarGill

0070728126-1

II PrakashKumarHimmatmal
Gandhi alias PrakashKumar
HimmathmalGandhi alias
PrakashkumarHimmatmal
Gandhi alias Prakashkr
HimmathmalGandhi alias
PrakashkumarHimmathmal
Gandhi S/oHimmatmal R/o
115/1, RaitaraBeedi, P J
Extension, Davanagere,
Jayadeva circle, Davanagere,
Karnataka-577002, have
changedmyname toKumar
HimmatmalGandhi

0070728129-1

IIMuneeshKumar S/oDevendra
KumarR/oVillageGovindpur
Gyanpur, Chhajlet,Moradabad,
UP-244501, have changedmy
name toManishYadav

0070728127-1

II Karamjeet SinghNamdhari S/O
DarshanSinghNamdhari R/O
262,WardNo-4,Gurudwara
RoadEllenabadSirsa
Hariyana-125102 changedmy
nametoKaramjeet Singh.

0040560907-5

II Kamaljeet KaurW/oCharan
SinghDeol R/o 780,WardNo-19,
BakkarKhanaRoad, Khanna,
Ludhiana, Punjab-141401, have
changedmyname to
Kamaljeet KaurDeol

0070728123-1

II DHEERAJ S/O-SATYANARAYAN
R/O-A-765 SECTOR-2ROHINI
DELHI-110085CHANGEDMY
NAMETODHEERAJHOODAFOR
ALL FUTUREPURPOSES

0070728120-1

I,SAURANSINGHS/O
DHARAMVEERR/OVILLAGE
SHAHDABBAR
P.O.SHAHPUR,MUZAFFAR-
NAGAR,UTTAR-PRADESH-
251318.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSORANSINGH.

0040560907-2

I VikramJit SinghBakshi S/o
Kamaljit SinghBakshi R/o
ShubhamApartments FlatNo-
123, Sector-12, Pocket-4,
Dwarka, Delhi-110078, have
changedmyname toViikkram
Bakshhi

0070728117-1

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

Classifieds This is for the information to
the general public that my
clients Sh. Narender Prakash
Aggarwal S/o Sh. Late Sh.
Chhote Lal Aggarwal and Smt.
Rakeshwari Aggarwal W/o Sh.
Narender Prakash Aggarwal,
Both R/o L-128, Vijay Vihar,
Phase-II, Gali No.6, Sector-04
Rohini, New Delhi-110085 have
disowned and severed all their
relations and connections from
their son Sh. Gaurav Aggarwal
and my clients have also
disowned Sh. Gaurav Aggarwal
from their moveable and
immovable properties.
Anybody dealing with him shall
be doing so at his own risk and
cost.

Sunil Lalwani (Advocate)
Add.:- R-501, Basement, New
Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-60

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Known to General public that my client
Astha Sethi is going to purchase
property i.e. SFS 2ND AND 3RD
FLOOR DUPLEX FLAT NO. E-63, PKT-
E, SARITA VIHAR, NEW DELHI from
Shireen Malhotra who is the legal heir of
Lt. Veenu Vadhwani, and further
mortgage with AXIS Bank Ltd. And If
any person is having any objection, right
or claim in respect of the said property
in capacity of legal heirs of said Lt.
Veenu Wadhwani or in any manner or
said mortgage then he may contact the
undersign within 07 days of publication
of this Notice.

For AD REM LEGAL SOLUTION
Ch. No. 760, Dwarka Court

Sector-10, Dwarka, New Delhi-75
M:-9899013918

PUBLIC NOTICE
This for the information to General public that my
client Sh. Brajesh Singh S/o Nahar Singh R/o H.
No. 190 Village Samalka, New Delhi-37, have
debarred /disclaimed their son namely Vinay Singh
along with his wife Smt. Reshu Singh due to their
Bad Behavior, Violence and harassment.
Respectively from their movable and immovable
properties and have broken down all their ties and
relation due to bad behavior with him. According to
his desires he put public notice that Sh. Brajesh
Singh also threatened by his daughter in law for
false implication to the entire family of my client.
Whosoever deals with them in any matter/manner
shall do at his own risk and consequences. My
client shall not be held liable for that.

Sd/-
MOHIT BHARDWAJ

ADVOCATE
ENROLLMENT NO: D/2597/18

Office. 18 Radhey shyam park gali no. 1,
parwana road, near preet vihar,

DELHI-110051

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public that my
client SMT. PUSHPA KUMARI W/O SH.
VIJAY KUMAR & SH. VIJAY KUMAR
S/O SH. PREM NATH BOTH R/O
HOUSE NO. M-206, GALI NO. 8, RANA
PARK, SIRASPUR, NORTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110042, have debarred
and disowned their son PHOOL
KUMAR and his wife SMT. SUNITA and
their son DIVANSH, from all their
movable and immovable properties
because of their bad behaviour towards
my client, In future anybody dealing with
them shall do so at his/ her/ their own
risk, civil and criminal, consequences
and responsibility. My client and their
family will not be responsible for any act
done by them with anyone.

SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/1988

Public is hereby informed that
Mr. Subhash Chand Jain & Mr.
Hans Kumar Jain has claimed to
be the owner of Freehold
Residential Built-up Property
No.P-75, admeasuring area 50
sq.yd. (41.80 sq.mtr.) of part of
Plot No.B-26/1, falling under
Khasra No.618 situated at Gali
No.4, Behari Colony in Village
Chandrawali alias Shadara, illaqa
Shahdara Delhi and has agreed to
sell it to Mr. Sunil Kumar & Ms.
Rajni who has approached the
Magma Housing Finance Limited
Ltd for loan against mortgage of
above said property, if any person
has any right, claim, title or
interest in any manner over the
said property then intimate within
7 days to Vikas Shokeen,
Advocate, AB-18, Mainwali Nagar,
Delhi-110087. Thereafter any kind
of claim will not be accepted.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public is hereby informed that
Ms. Kamla Rani alias Kamla Devi
has claimed to be the owner of
Freehold Residential Built-up
Property No.IX/5430 known as IX/
5430-B, admeasuring area 25
sq.yd., falling under Khasra
No.271 & 272 situated at Nanak
Basti, Old Seelampur, Gandhi
Nagar in Village Seelampur, illaqa
Shahdara Delhi and has agreed to
sell it to Mr. Nagendra Mahto &
Ms. Sudama Devi who has
approached theMagma Housing
Finance Limited Ltd for loan
against mortgage of above said
property, if any person has any
right, claim, title or interest in any
manner over the said property
then intimate within 7 days to
Vikas Shokeen, Advocate, AB-18,
Mainwali Nagar, Delhi-110087.
Thereafter any kind of claim will
not be accepted.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
The general public is hereby informed
that my clients Rakesh Sharma and his
wife Anita Sharma R/o, House no 18/125
East Moti Bagh, Sarai Rohilla New Delhi-
110007, has severed all kinds of
relations with their son Tarun Sharma
and daughter in law Meenakshi Sharma
and has disowned from all movable and
immovable properties due to their
disobedient and misbehaviour towards
my clients. Anyone deals with them, shall
do at their own responsibility. My client
shall not be held responsible for any act
and deed of the above mentioned son
and his wife in future.

Himanshu, (Advocate)
Office : Chamber No. 71,
Western Wing Tis Hazari,

District Court, New Delhi - 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Robin Kamra advocate on behalf of My
client Smt. Prem Wati W/o Lt. Sh Hari
Ram R/o D-623-624, Gali No:11,
Mangolpuri, Delhi-110083 caused this
notice to inform the general public that my
client has debarred and disowned her son
namely Yogesh kumar S/o Lt. Sh. Hari
Ram from all her movable and immovable
properties in all manners because of his
conduct, my client has no concern with
above said eldest son in any manner. If
any person deals with above said eldest
son of my client, in any way, in that case
such person would be doing so at their
own risk.

Robin Kamra (Advocate)
D661/04

OFFICE AT: 611, SACHDEVA TOWER,
COMMUNITY CENTER, SECTOR-8,

ROHINI, DELHI-110085.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my
clients SH. Roshan Lal S/O Net Ram and
Smt. Maya Devi W/O Roshan Lal Both
Resident of H.No.- 1/11702 Meera Gali
Panchseel Garden Naveen Shahdara
East Delhi 110032 have severed all their
relations and debarred/ disowned their
son, Sh. Rohit Kumr and his wife Jyoti
Kishore from all of their movable and
immovable properties, due to differences.
If any one deals with them on behalf of my
clients, he/she will do so at his/her own
risk, cost and consequences. My clients
shall not responsible in any manner
whatsoever for the same and shall have
no liability and responsibilities.

Sd/- SANDEEP KHATRI
ADVOCATE

Ch. No. P-28, Post Office Lane,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public at large is hereby informed
that my client - “Smt. Santosh Garcha
W/o Late Som Nath Garcha R/o H. No. D
140, Prashant Vihar, Ronini, Delhi-
110085 has severed all her relations from
her daughter Ms. Neeru Monga D/o Late
Som Nath Garcha (present address not
known) for want of control and her
extortive conduct and has disowned her
from her all movable and immovable
properties. Henceforth, any person
dealing with aforesaid-Ms. Neeru Monga
shall be doing so at his/her own risks,
costs and consequences and same shall
not be binding on my client in any manner,
whatsoever.

Sd/-
(AJAY KUMAR) Advocate

(Enlr. No. D-1368/05)
CH. NO. 51, CIVIL WING,

TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-110054.

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL

II Surender Pal S/oSh.KesarDass
R/o 529/13, Jheel Kuranja,
Delhi-110051have lost Partition
Deedas family settlement
executedon 18.04.1979 , a deed
byDDAexecutedon13.10.1966,
Regd.as documentNo.14074,
BookNo.1, Vol.No.633 onpages
32-36, dated 19.10.1966 anda
PaymentReceipt executedon
09.01.1985bySh.Mahender
KumarGuptaof above said
property. Findersmaycontact
at aboveaddress.

0040560858-7

II,,PPaarriittoosshh singh,S/oAnil
kumar,R/o-58 kabir ganj
etawah-206001,have lostmy
original certificate/marksheet
Class-10th (2009) Rollno-
5197918CBSEDELHI class-
12th(2012) Rollno-1114126UP-
BOARD.

0040560920-5

MMyy file of flatNo.BW-
63A,ShalimarBagh in thename
ofmywife LateMrs. Pratima
Nijhawan,containingallotment
letter,possession letter,
receipts of payments given to
DDAandother relevent
documents in viewof the flat is
lost.Anybodywho finds
it,please infromVinod
Nijhawan,Cel-9971824394

0040560856-9

NNaattiioonnaall Central council of
Vocational Training invited
application for start Training
andStudyCentre
www.nccvt.in
Mob.7499647774/ 9823647194

0090280356-1

CLASSIFIED AD DEPOT (CAD)
Book classified ads at your nearest Express

Group’s authorised Classified Ad Depots

EAST
PATPARGANJ : CHAVI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9899701024,
22090987, 22235837, PREET VIHAR : AD BRIDGE COMMU-
NICATION, Ph.: 9810029747, 42421234, 22017210,
SHAKARPUR : PARICHAY ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9350309890, 22519890, 22549890

WEST
JANAKPURI : TRIMURTI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9810234206,
25530307, KAROL BAGH (REGHARPURA) : K R ADVERTIS-
ERS, Ph.: 9810316618, 9310316618, 41547697, KARAM-
PURA : GMJ ADVERTISING & MARKETING PVT. LTD., Ph.:
9310333777, 9211333777, 9810883377, NEW MOTI
NAGAR : MITTAL ADVERTISING, Ph.: 25178183,
9810538183, 9555945923, MOTI NAGAR : UMA ADVER-
TISERS, Ph.: 9312272149, 8800276797, RAMESH NAGAR :
POSITIVE ADS, Ph.: 9891195327, 9310006777, 65418908,
TILAK NAGAR : SHIVA ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9891461543,
25980670, 20518836, VIKAS PURI : AAKAR ADVT. MEDIA
Ph.: 9810401352, 9015907873, 9268796133

CENTRAL
CHANDNI CHOWK : RAMNIWAS ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810145272, 23912577, 23928577, CONNAUGHT
PLACE : HARI OM ADVERTISING COMPANY Ph.:
9811555181, 43751196

NORTH
TIS HAZARI COURT : SAI ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811117748
KINGWAY CAMP : SHAGUN ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9818505505, 27458589, PATEL CHEST (OPP. MORRIS
NAGAR POLICE STATION) : MAHAN ADVERTISING & MAR-
KETING, Ph.: 9350304609, 7042590693, PITAMPURA
(PRASHANT VIHAR) : PAAVAN ADVERTISER Ph.:
9311564460, 9311288839, 47057929

SOUTH
CHATTARPUR : A & M MEDIA ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9811602901, 65181100, 26301008, KALKAJI : ADWIN
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811111825, 41605556, 26462690,
MALVIYA NAGAR : POOJA ADVERTISING & MARKETING
SERVICE, Ph.: 9891081700, 24331091, 46568866, YUSUF
SARAI : TANEJA ADVERTISEMENT & MARKETING Ph.:
9810843218, 26561814, 26510090

C
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Natioanl Innovation Foundation - India
Grambharti, Amrapur, Gandhinagar- Mahudi

Road, Gandhinagar, Gujarat - 382650
Notice Inviting Tender No. NIF/2021/ADM/001

Tender No. NIF/2021/ADM/001 - Sealed
tenders are invited for Supply of
Machines, Equipment’s, and Software’s
for Workshop. Last date & time of bid
submission is 12.02.2021 at 10:00 Hrs.

davp 36118/11/0001/2021 S/D Director

Government of Gujarat
N.W.R.W.S. AND K. DEPT.

E-TENDER NOTICE No. (7) of 2020-21
On behalf of The Governor of Gujarat state online tenders for following works are
invited by the Executive Engineer, Irrigation Mechanical Division No. 3, Block No.
9, 9th Floor, New Sachivalay, Gandhinagar - 382010.

Any kind of amendments will be published only on online & will be final &
binding to all. For further details contact to this office during office hours.
Detailed Tender Notice can be also seen on www.statetenders.com
and www.nprocure.com.

INF/1819/20-21

1 Name of Work Repairing & strengthening of skin place top portion & dis-
mantling, providing and fitting new components in CDU
and providing new stop log sets (08 Tire) with testing at
site of Radial Gates size - 49' x 37' - 12 Nos. of Dharoi
Project as per drawings and specifications. At Dharoi,
Dist. Mehsana (Estimated Cost Rs. 2,50,000,00/-)

2 Date of Online
Tender submission

08/02/2021 to 08/03/2021

3 Dates of submission
of physical documents

09/03/2021 to 16/03/2021

4 Office Name &
Address

Executive Engineer, Irrigation Mecanical Division No. 3,
Block No. 9, 9th Floor, New Sachivalay,
Gandhinagar - 382010 (Phone No. 079-23220740).

Government of Maharashtra
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION NO.2, BEED
e-Tender Notice No. Beed/4 of 2020-21

e-Tenders for (05) works in B-1 form is invited by the
Executive Engineer, Public Works Division No. 2, Beed
(Phone No. 02442-224723) from the registered Contractors
in appropriate class of Public Works Department of Govt. of
Maharashtra for the Roads/ Repairs of Roads/ Repairs of
Buildings/ Construction of New Buildings in Tal. Ashti/
Patoda/ Shirur, Dist. Beed. The details can be viewed and
downloaded from following website
1) www.mahapwd.com 2) https://maharashtra.etenders.in

(Sd/-) - Executive Engineer,
(dgipr/2020-21/1919) Public Works Division No. 2., Beed
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''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

New Delhi
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CITY’SAGUEROTESTSPOSITIVE

ManchesterCitystrikerSergioAguerohastestedpositiveforthecoronavirus,sayingThursdayhehas
experiencedsomesymptoms.TheArgentinehadalreadybeenself-isolatingafterbeingidentifiedasa
closecontactofsomeoneinfected."IhadsomesymptomsandI'mfollowingdoctor'sordersforrecovery.
Takecare,everyone,"AguerowroteonTwitter. AP

CROSSWORD4334

ACROSS
1 Warmdrinkwitha fruity
flavour (7)

5 Ministerof thearmedforces
(5)

8 Disagreeingaboutonepoint,
tongue-in-cheek(9)

9 Thesenator’smiddlename
(3)

10 Stockcheck(4)
12 Bethlehemvisitorscan include
oneconjurer (8)

14 Thesadnessof FatherThomas
(6)

15 Girloutof breath
(6)

17 Allowedincome?(8)
18 Atheart somebodyakin toa
Malaysian(4)

21 Makefunof Eve’sorigins
(3)

22 He is trainedtocomeupwith
constructive ideas (9)

24 Choosetoactdemocratically
(5)

25 Where toseewomeninretreat
(7)

DOWN
1 Inwhichonemaybuycupsof
teaorFrenchcoffees (5)

2 Birdseen inSeptember,
October (3)

3 Jotdownthe firstnine letters
(4)

4 Cleaningbrushbarelyused
(6)

5 Hobbiesmaketimepass (8)
6 Work in thesurgery,yetDr
isn’t involved(9)

7 Resultof convertingsea into
land(7)

11 GoodFrench iswrittenso Ican
followit (9)

13 Finalbid tosecurean
agreement? (8)

14 Itwasplain toearlyAmerican
settlers (7)

16 Findcompany inone
churchmanoranother
(6)

19 Girl in thepool (5)
20 Makeone’snameasatraffic
controllerperhaps (4)

23 Lookupanddown(3)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
You'llbe turninga
corneratwork
before long,perhaps
at thebeginningof

nextweek.But therealpoint
thatyourstarsare tryingto
make is that firmfoundations
arenecessary toworldly
success.But, then, soare
good ideas, sogetyour
thinking-capon.

TAURUS(Apr.21-May21)
Travel stars are
reaching yet a new
peak andyoumay
be feeling strangely

restless. Letmewarnyou,
though, that this is no
time for complacency. Drop
your guard andyou’llmake a
sillymistake, onewhich is so
easily avoided: check, re-check
and check again.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
There isnoknowing
wherean invitation
orproposalwill take
younoworover the

weekend. It’sverymuchacase
of followingthepositivepath
and letting fateweave its
wonderfulweb.Youcouldbe
makingrashpromises, so
ensure thatyou’repreparedto
followthemthrough.

CANCER(June22- July23)
There is simplyno
waytogetplansoff
thegroundwithout
the full supportof

partnersandcolleagues.
Someoneolderormore
experiencedholds thekey,
perhaps in the formof financial
backing.Yourstrongpointnow
isyourcharm-andyour
irresistibleability towrap
partnersaroundyour
little finger.

LEO(July24-Aug.23)
It’s timetopamper
yourself.You’re
comingtotheendof
aperiodwhen

there’sbeencontinualpressure
onyourexpenses,but it’s still
tooearly torelax.Wait for the
offers to flood in.Keepyour
diaryopen, just incaseyougeta
better socialoffer.

VIRGO(Aug.24-Sept.23)
Youmaybepushed
intomakinga snap
decisionbut, if you
knowwhat’s

good for you, youwill draw
back froma final commitment.
RomanticVirgos can
expect events tomove their
way, andabout time, too.
Butdon’t let anyoneblame
you forpastmisdemeanours -
when they’renot
your fault.

LIBRA(Sept.24-Oct.23)
Abattle royal is
takingplace
betweenfamily
commitmentsand

worldlyambitions.Thenext
major lunarpattern is seeingto
it that thepersonal sideof life
willwinoutoveryourpublic
duties. If you’ve felthard-done-
byrecently,don’tworry-you’re
about to turnthetablesona
rival.

SCORPIO(Oct.24-Nov.22)
Youmaybe inclined
toact the firebrand.
Farbetter, though, to
standasideandto let

otherpeople fight theirown
battles.There isabsolutelyno
point ingetting involved,
especiallyasyoumightmakea
badsituationworse.Oh,and
isn’t it about timeyoutold
someoneyoulovedthem?

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.23-Dec.22)
Thegeneralmood
shouldalteraround
earlyevening, taking
you intomore

seriousrealms.Prepare fora
changeofplanandkeepyour
scheduleopenfor thenext few
days.Amysterycouldbe
clearedup,but, confusingly,
therecouldbemorethanone
answer.

CAPRICORN(Dec.23- Jan.20)
Life is certainly
hottingupandyou’ll
put thehealthof
yourrelationships,

bothpersonalandprofessional,
beforeeverythingelse.
RomanticCapricornsare in fora
treat,butdon’t rush it - thenext
fourweeksbringpleasant
emotionalplanets.Besceptical
of amazing financialoffers,
though.

AQUARIUS(Jan.21-Feb.19)
Get thingsmoving
whileagreatmany
decisiveplanetsare
soveryactive.You

must remember, though, that
othershavecontributedtoyour
happinessandoffer themthe
recognitionandgratitudethey
deserve.Afterall,while life is
headingyourway,youneedto
carrypartnerswithyou.

PISCES(Feb.20-Mar20)
Therecanbe few
Pisceanswhoarenot
enjoyinga loveaffair
of sortsat the

moment,whetherwitha long-
termpartner, anewfriend,or
evenaplace, apetora favourite
dream!Socialandemotional
pressures inyourhoroscopeare
overwhelming,andthere’sa
senseof freedomandinfinite
possibilities.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Thingsareseldomwhattheyseem,______masqueradesas___- WSGilbert(4,4,.,5)

SOLUTION:AFIRE,LISLE,COMMIE,MARKKA
Answer:Thingsareseldomwhattheyseem,skimmilkmasqueradesascream
-WSGilbert

FERIA EIOCMM

ELILS AARKKM

SolutionsCrossword4333:Across:1Setright,5Alec,9Rabid,10Leonine,11Self-
portrait,13Nausea,14Chosen,17Horsethieves,20Radical,21Rotor,22Dire,23
Nightcap.Down:1Sure,2Tableau,3Indifference,4Hollow,6Leila,7Cheating,8
Costtheearth,12Anchored,15Sceptic,16Chilli,18Radar,19Trip.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

‘We knew Australia hadn’t rested their
bowlers and they could be getting tired’
DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, JANUARY21

THE FLIGHT from Brisbane to Dubai to
Mumbai suddenly seemed longer for
Shardul Thakur. Pride in winning the Test
series in Australia jostledwith desperation
to finally go home. It had been fivemonths
since he'd seen his parents, the longest he
hadbeenaway fromhome.
Cricket during Covid-19 had thrown a

newchallengeatcricketers.Reachinghome
at Palghar, Thakur spoke to The Indian
Express abouthis crucial 67 runs in the first
inningsatGabba,andthe7-wktmatchhaul.

EXCERPTS:

Has thewinsunk in?
No,wearestillonahigh. It'sabigvictory

forus. Everyone is talkingabout it fromthe
stadiumtotheairport, till I reachedhome, I
was only hearing praises. BeatingAustralia
andwinning a game at Gabbawas so spe-
cial. It was a young teamand everyone put
their handsupanddelivered. Be it bowling
orbatting, somebodystoodup, itwasacol-
lectiveeffort.

Did itevercrossyourmindthat the last
Test couldbeslippingaway fromthe
team?
Never.Weallwentforawin.Asthegame

gotcloserandcloserweknewwewouldpull
itoff. I thinktheonlytimeweallhadadoubt
wasinthefirst inningswhenwehadlostsix
wickets for some 180 runs. When I and
WashingtonSundarbattedandcrossedthe
300run-mark,webothsawthescoreboard
and felt the lead was not that big. We can
pullthisgameoff insecondinningsifweget
themout sooner.

Whenyouwalkedout tobatwhatwas
runningthroughyourmind?
OurbattingcoachVikramRathourcame

andsaidplaytheballaspermerit,don'tplay
any silly shot. I told Sundar that let's hang
aroundbecause their bowlersweregetting
tired. Australia hadn't given rest to any of
theirseamersintheentireTestseries, itwas
the same bowling attack playing and we

could sensethattheyweregettingtired.The
more they got tired the easier itwould get.
Andithappened,theirbowlersdidgettired.
Wehadtojustapplyourmindandbackour
instincts.

You looked in total control in your
batting?
I toldmyself that if Icanhangaroundfor

two hours, I have all the shots to play. I al-
waysenjoyplayingfastbowlers, Ihavenever
beenscaredof speed.Amnotscaredto face
even 145 kmphplus.Maybe it's because of
howmy cricketing career started.Wehave
a ground inmy village wheremy first few
years of cricket were played on matting
wickets. The pitch in Palghar had uneven
bounce,sohandlingbouncecamenaturally
tome.At thesametime I faced throwdown

specialistsregularly intheIndianteamnets,
so amused toplayingpace.

Beinga tailender, you lookedso
comfortable inyourbatting?
SinceschooldaysIusedtoplayasanall-

rounder. I always enjoyed batting and I al-
wayswant to showcasemy talentwith the
bat. I might bat lower down the order but
mymindworks like abatsman.

Didyouknowyouwillplay the fourth
Test?
There was confusion due to a lot of in-

juries in the team. Iwas told tobeprepared
but itwasonthedayof thegamebeforethe
toss Iwas told that Iwill beplaying.

Howtough is life inabubble?

It's very tough. Everyone can't get their
family on the foreign tour. I left home on
August19for IPLandfromtherewewentto
Australia. Itwasoneof thelongesttoursand
due to the bio bubble we can't go out. We
were totally disconnectedwith theoutside
world. The only source of informationwas
socialmedia.Manyhotelsdidn'thaveabal-
cony, so we didn't get fresh air for days.
Staying inahotelwasachallengebutat the
same timewewere lucky to play cricket in
timesof Covid.

Didn't youget frustrated,wasn't the
waitinggametakinga toll onyour
mind?
I did, tellmewhowants to sit out but at

theendof thedayonly11canplay. Ihavesat
outbeforefortwoseriesandwaitedtoo. I'm
humanand Idogetdemotivated. I lookout
for mymotivation. Be it carrying drinks or
cheering, I keptbusy in theseactivities.

YouhadaterribleTestdebut in2018
which lasted tenballs?Did it evercross
yourmind?
For me it was ab agla mauka kab

aayega?That wait between two Tests has
changedmeasaperson.Thereweretwoop-
tions, either I crib and say, yaar yeh agla
maukakabaayegaor justgo thereandkeep
working.Keepworkingwastheonlyoption.
My father is a farmer and all our lifeweare
taught to keep trying. Keepworking hard,
keeppushing.Agar ek saal kheti kharaab ho
jayega iskamatlab yeh nahi ke next time I
won't do farming. Same is in cricket, I will
again try.

Didyouspeaktoanyoneduring this
longgapbetweentwogames?
I spoke to Ravi bhai (Shastri) one day. I

asked him that sometimes I get only one
game per series, I always feel pressure on
me when I play. What should I do? He
replied, if you see this opportunity as pres-
sure, thenIwillcertainlyfeelpressureinmy
game. But if you feel that youwant towin,
thenexceptthegamepressure, therewon't
beanyadd-onpressure.

Youmustbepleasedwithyour
bowling?Tooksevenwickets inagame?

Iwasabitnervousinthefirst inningsbe-
cause IwasplayingaTestmatchafter agap
of two years. My first Testmatch lasted for
ten balls, it was the second Testmatch but
itwasasgoodas thedebutgame. In the last
threeyears, Ihaven'tplayedmanyfirstclass
games. I was more concerned about my
rhythm but with wickets coming, I gained
some confidence. In the second innings I
said if I can get wickets in first, why not in
second. Iwashighonconfidence.
Didyouget carried awaywhile bowl-

ing to Cummins, you kept bowling him
bouncers?
Weknewinthesecondinningsthattheir

lower order would try getting quick runs.
Theboundariesarebig, so itwasaplanthat
ifCumminsgoestopull, thereisachancefor
a catch.

Howdid thedressingroomreact toyour
batting,Ashwincomparedyourstrokes
toVivRichards?
He said jokingly, he came and said that

afteralongtimehesawabowler,hittingsuch
a great cover drive.He appreciated it,many
knewIcouldbat, so itwasnot surprising.

Howdidyoucounter sledging?
Theydid,but Ididn't listentothem.They

wantedtodisturbmyconcentrationbutIjust
ignored them. The only time I couldn't un-
derstand Australia players waswhen they
passedahumorouscomment,it'shardtopick
whether itwas justacomment,orsarcasm.

Whatdidyoumissmostmost infive
months?Howdidyourfamilyreact?
I missed my family, my home cooked

food, my bed. When I came today my
mother said ki kitna patlaa ho gaya hai tu.
Khanekonahimiltathakya?It'salinewhich
anymother says. The day the series ended,
IwasjusthopingthatIwillreachhomesoon.
Suddenly the flight seemed very long, the
drivehometookverylongtoo. I justwanted
to reachhomeASAP.

Whathasbeenmore toughforyou,
gettingaseatonthecrowdedDahanu
shuttle, or facingAustraliaattack?
Gettingaseatinatrain,itrequiredskilland

timing.Facingfastbowlers ismucheasier.

SHARDULTHAKUR INTERVIEW

Indiaall-rounderShardulThakur’smotherreceiveshimat their residence in
Palghar,Maharashtra,onThursday. Express

Satwik-Ashwini
put up a flawless
show in Thailand
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BANGKOK, JANUARY21

THEMIXED doubles pair of Satwiksairaj
RankireddyandAshwiniPonnappamadeit
to the quarterfinals of the Toyota Thailand
Openwithastunning22-2014-2121-16win
over world no. 17 German duo of Mark
LamsfussandIsabelHerttrichinamatchthat
lasted close to an hour. Satwiksairaj also
paired upwith Chirag Shetty in themen's
doubles to notch up an upset 21-18 23-21
winoverseventhseedsKoreancombination
of ChoiSolgyuandSeoSeung Jae.
"Weservedandreceivedprettywell,that

made the difference for us. Overall, we are
getting back to thewaywewere playing in
2019," saidChirag.
Satwiksaidhewas"veryhappywiththe

performance." "Wewant to play our game.
Wewanttobeourbestontheday.Wewere
lacking in service and returns in our last
match.We didn't want tomake the same
mistakes in thismatch,"hesaid.
Prannoy,however,failedtocrossthesec-

ondroundhurdle,goingdown17-2118-21to
Malaysia's Daren Liew, a day after battling
throughpaintoupstageAsianGamescham-
pion Jonatan Christie in a gruelling three-
gamematch.
Also bowing out of the competition

wereMRArjunandDhruvKapilaafter los-
ing 9-21 11-21 to English pair of Ben Lane
and SeanVendy.

Big guns fire
IndianshuttlersPVSindhuandSameer

Verma stormed into the quarterfinals of
theToyotaThailandOpenafter registering
straight-game wins but HS Prannoy
bowedoutof Super1000tournamenthere
on Tuesday.
OlympicsilvermedallistSindhuexpect-

edly outclassed Malaysia's world no. 92
Kisona Selvaduray 21-10 21-12 in a lop-
sidedsecond-roundcontest that lasted just
35minutes. Shewill face either Thailand's
Ratchanok Inthanon or Korea's Sung Ji
Hyunnext.
Worldno.31Sameeralso continuedhis

impressive run, stunning world no. 17
Rasmus Gemke 21-12 21-9 in just 39min-
utes for his third victory over the Danish
player. The Indian, who had shocked
Malaysia'seighthseedLeeZiiJiaintheopen-
ing round, will face third seed Anders
Antonsen of Denmark, who received a
walkover, in thequarterfinals.
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Heroes come home
India’sheroes fromAustralia returntoarousingwelcomefromfamilies, friendsandneighbours

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
JANUARY21

‘AJINKYAAALAre,aala(Ajinkyaishere)...’peo-
ple sang. It didn’t have the grandeur of
ShammiKapoor’s ‘Govindaaalare,aala’,but
to paraphrase Ajinkya Rahane’s former
Mumbai Ranji teammate Vinayak Samant,
thepeopleinandaroundW-54housingcom-
plex in Matunga revelled in their Amol
Palekar-like down-to-earth affinity. India’s
(stand-in) captain-fantastic returned home
on Thursdaymorning, and his neighbours
andfansrolledout theredcarpet.
RahanehasbeenplayingTestcricketsince

2013.Neverbeforeinhislifehadhereturned
homefromanoverseas tour tosuchahero’s
welcome.Thenagain,neverbeforeinthehis-
toryof IndiancrickethadtheGabbatoirbeen
breachedandadepletedIndiabouncedback
sospectacularlytoconquerAustraliaintheir
own backyard. As the captain, Rahane
presidedover theturnaround.
TheMumbai contingent in the Indian

team – Rahane, Rohit Sharma, Shardul
Thakur, Prithvi Shaw and head coach Ravi
Shastri– landedintheMaximumCity inthe
morning. TheMumbai Cricket Association
(MCA)officialswerepresenttoreceivethem
at the airport. A cakewas cut there itself to
celebrate theachievement.
At the housing complex in Matunga,

whereRahanelives,his fellowresidentshad
organisedaspecialreception.Themanofthe
momentdidn’tforgettowearamask.Heheld
histwo-year-olddaughterAaryaandwasac-
companiedbywifeRadhika.Rosepetalswere
showeredontheboy-next-doorhero,while
thesoundofdhols filledtheair.
At the ground floor of his apartment, a

specialboarddisplayedRahane’sTestrecord
as captain – four wins and a draw in five
Tests,andthreeTestseriesvictories.The32-
year-old stood in front of the specially-de-
signedboard, as camera shutterswent into
overdrive.
Three years ago, Rahane was dropped

fromtheTestXI inSouthAfricadespitehav-
ing the best overseas batting average in the
groupat that time.Cricket isagreat leveller.
About 100 kilometres away, firecrackers

greeted Shardul Thakur’s homecoming at
Palghar. Thakur’s sevenwicketsand67runs
in the first innings in Brisbane proved to be
game-changing.

‘Wewill play’
Upon his arrival in Hyderabad,

Mohammed Siraj headed straight to his fa-
ther’s grave from the airport. Siraj’s father,
MohammedGhouse, breathed his last on
November20.TheIndianteammanagement
gavetheoptiontothe26-year-oldpacertore-
turnhome, but Siraj chose to stay andended

upbeingthemostsuccessfulIndianbowlerin
theTestseries–13wicketsfromthreematches.
InSydney,heandJaspritBumrahwereal-

legedlyraciallyabusedbysomefans.Duringa
pressconferencelaterintheday,Sirajsaidthat
matchofficials had allowed the Indian team

thelibertytoleavethegamefollowingthein-
cident,butRahaneturneddowntheoffer.
“I facedabusesinAustralia.Thecaseisgo-

ingon,let’sseewhetherIgetjusticeornot.My
jobwastoreport the incident tothecaptain,”
Siraj told reporters, adding: “Theumpires of-

feredustoleavethegamebutRahanebhaisaid
wewon’tleavethegame.‘Wedidnomistake,
sowewill play’. The abuseswhich I faced in
Australiamademementallystronger. Ididn’t
let themaffectmygame.” India lodgedanof-
ficialcomplaintwithICCmatchrefereeDavid
Boon andCricket Australia offered anunre-
servedapologyfortheincidents.

Natarajan rides a chariot
DownsouthinSalem,TNatarajanwasput

on a chariot, as hundreds gathered on the
streets to celebrate one of themost heart-
warmingstories in Indiancricket. Forsome-
onefromChinnappampatti,avillage36kilo-
metres off Salem in Tamil Nadu, it’s been a
fairy-tale rise for the 29-year-old. His hard-
ship as a child and teenager and howwith-
out his exceptional cricket skills, he could
haveendedupasaweaverlikehisfatherhave
beenwelldocumented.
NatarajanwenttoAustraliaasanetbowler,

madeaseamlessprogressiontowhite-ballin-
ternationalsandreturnedhomeasaTestcrick-
eterafterplayingattheGabba.Histeammate
fromTamilNadu,WashingtonSundar,would
be late tocheck in, scheduledtoreturnhome
intheearlyhoursonFriday.

Quarantine relaxation
Meanwhile, the Indian team’sMumbai-

basedcricketershavebeengranted‘specialex-
emption’fromthemandatory14-dayquaran-
tine rule after returning fromoverseas. The
stipulationincludesaseven-dayquarantinein
ahotelprovidedthein-boundpassengerstest
negativeattheairport.
But thehomeTest series against England

iscommencingonFebruary5andtheplayers
will have to report inChennai on January27.
Afteraboutsixmonthsinvariousbio-bubbles,
fortheIndianPremierLeagueandinAustralia,
theywillenteranotherbubbleforthenextse-
ries.Familytimewouldbeshort,butthat’show
itisinaCovid-affectedworld.

(Captionsclockwise fromtop)Frenzyawaited India fastbowlerTNatarajanwhen
hereturnedtohisvillageChinnappampatti, southof Salem.Aspecialprocession
wasalsoarrangedfromthebusstoptohishouse; IndiaTest skipperAjinkya
Rahanearrivesat theMumbaiairportwithcoachRaviShastrionThursday;
CheteshwarPujarawithhis family.

Stokes, Archer
to return for
India tour
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
LONDON,JANUARY21

Explosive all-rounder Ben Stokes andpacer
Jofra Archer on Thursday returned to a 16-
member England squadnamed for the first
twoTestsof theupcoming four-match series
againstIndia.
TheEnglandselectorsalsonamedsixtrav-

ellingreservesforthefirstandsecondmatches,
to beheld at theMAChidambaramStadium
inChennaifromFebruary5.
BothStokesandArchermissedtheongoing

two-matchTest series in Sri Lanka as part of
England'spolicytoresttheirall-formatplayers,
whileRoryBurnswasathomeforthebirthof
hisfirstchild.
The teamwill continue to be led by Joe

Root.Surrey'sOlliePopewilltraveltoIndiaand
will be added to the squadwhenpassed fit.
Popeisrecoveringfromashoulderinjurysus-
tained in September during the Test series
againstPakistan.All-rounderMoeenAli,who
wastheonlycricketertoreturnCOVID-19pos-
itiveonarrivalinSriLanka,hasfullyrecovered
andwasincludedintheteam.
Thenational selectors haveprovided rest

to JonathanBairstow, SamCurran andMark
Wood.Thethreeplayers,whoarecurrentlyin
Sri Lanka,were on Thursday named in the
playingXI for the secondTest against the is-
landersbutwillheadhomeafterthat.
"This is consistentwith the selectionpol-

icy of finding ablockof rest for allmulti-for-
mat players at some point during post-
Christmaswinterschedule,"theEnglandand
WalesCricketBoard(ECB)saidinarelease.
InWood'sabsence,OllyStonehasbeenre-

tained in the squad to provide captain Root
with a second genuine pace option after
Archer.WithArcherandStokesreturning,and
subject to fitness of the rest of the squad,
Somerset'sCraigOvertonwillreturnhomeaf-
tertheSriLankaseries.
Thefastbowlingdepartmentwillbespear-

headed by veteran James Anderson in the
company of his seasoned teammate Stuart
Broad,ArcherandChrisWoakes.
Englishplayers travelling fromSri Lanka

will flytoChennaionacharter flightafter the
conclusionof thesecondTestinGalle.
After Chennai, the action will shift to

Ahmedabad'sMotera, currently the largest
cricketstadiumintheworldwithacapacityof
110,000.

TheIndianteam’sMumbai-
basedcricketershavebeen
granted ‘specialexemption’
fromthemandatory14-day
quarantineruleafterreturning
fromoverseas.
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