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IN WHAT raises questions of
conflictof interestandpropriety,
acementcompanypart-owned
by Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s family, has received a
bulk of the purchase orders for
state governmentworks in the
first10monthsof thecurrentfi-
nancial year.
BharathiCementCorporation

Private Ltd— inwhich Reddy’s
family holds 49 per cent stake,
and his wife is a Director — re-
ceived14percentor2,28,370.14
metrictonnesofallpurchaseor-
ders for cement made by the
statefromApril2020till January
18,2021.
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SC panel says will try
to convince farmers,
member backs reform
HARIKISHANSHARMA
&RAAKHIJAGGA
NEWDELHI, LUDHIANA,
JANUARY19

ADAY ahead of the next round
of talksbetweentheCentreand
farmer unions opposed to the
new agriculture laws, the
SupremeCourt-appointedcom-
mittee of experts held its first
meeting in NewDelhi Tuesday,
and its members said they
would “try to convince” the

protesting farmerswhile seek-
ingviewsofotherfarmerorgan-
isationsandthegovernment.
Shetkari Sanghatana presi-

dent Anil Ghanwat, addressing
the press along with the two
othermembers of the commit-
tee, agricultural economists
ParmodKumar Joshi andAshok
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RAVISHTIWARI&
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

CALLINGFOR“sensitivity”while
dealingwith the farmers’ agita-
tionoverthenewfarmlaws,RSS
Sarkaryawah(generalsecretary)
Suresh(Bhaiyyaji) Joshihassaid
that a “middle groundmust be
foundandbothsidesmustwork
to findasolution”.
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Govt asks
WhatsApp to
scrap update:
‘Invasive... for
Indian users’
AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

THEMINISTRYofElectronicsand
InformationTechnology(MeitY)
on Tuesday wrote to Will
Cathcart, the global Chief
Executive Officer ofWhatsApp,
askinghim towithdraw the lat-
estprivacyandpolicyupdateon
the instantmessagingplatform,
which,itsaid,enabledWhatsApp
and other Facebook companies
“tomakeinvasiveandprecisein-
ferencesaboutusers".
Collection and sharing of

sensitive data such as the time,
frequencyanddurationof inter-
actions, group names or pay-
mentsandtransactiondatawith
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ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
&ARUNJANARDHANAN
PUNE,CHENNAI, JANUARY19

SOME DAYS ago, Dr V Shanta
wasupsetwithaformerstudent
whenthelatterbroketoherthat
shewassteppingdownfromac-
tive practice after a long and il-

lustriouscareerasanoncologist.
“She was really annoyed with
me. She askedme how could I
quit when at her age, she was
stillexaminingpatients,”saidDr
P P Bapsy, former HoD of
Medical Oncology at Kidwai
Memorial InstituteofOncology,
Bengaluru.
“It was only after I told her

that I would continue to be en-
gaged insupportivework foran
NGOthatworksforwomenwith
cancerthatshewasnolongerso
annoyed,”addedDrBapsy,who

completed her doctorate in
medical oncology under
Shanta’sguidance.
Early Tuesday, Dr Shanta,

chairperson of The Cancer
Institute at Adyar in Chennai,
anddoyenof oncology,who fo-
cused her expertise over half a
century in trying tomake can-
cer care affordable in the coun-
try, died of a heart attack. She
was93.
Born in 1927 in a family of

achievers — both hermaternal
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

A pioneer in medical sciences, she
blazed a trail in fight against cancer
PAGE1
ANCHOR

DR V SHANTA
1 9 2 7 - 2 0 2 1

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

INDIA’SCOVIDvaccinationpro-
gramme crossed the 5-lakh
markonthefourthdaywiththe
Centre urging states to address
“vaccine hesitancy” among
some in the priority group, and
indicating that the drive will
soon be extended to the larger
population.
“Thevaccinationdrivewillbe

further accelerated...Whatever
dosesofvaccinearemadeavail-
able, we will ensure that they
reachmaximum beneficiaries.
This will be done soon,” said
DrVKPaul,whoheadsthehigh-
level national expert group on
vaccinationadministration.
While the Health Ministry

citedaprovisionalreportat6pm

to state that 6,31,417healthcare
workershavebeenvaccinatedso
far across 11,660 sessions, Paul
said that “vaccinehesitancyhas
to extinguish before the pan-
demicextinguishes”.
“InIndia,thevaccineisbeing

prioritised for health care and
frontlineworkers.However,de-
spite that, if some of them are
hesitant to take it, particularly
thedoctorsandnurses,thenit is
disappointing.We don’t know
what turn the pandemic will
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APORTAL forallocation
of cementpurchaseor-
ders reveals thatacom-
panyowned49%by
AndhraCM’s familyhas
bagged14%of ordersby
thestate. If theordersof
IndiaCementsandPenna
Cements,namedbythe
CBI inaquidproquo
case, areadded, itmakes
upa thirdof purchases.
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Indiaafterchasing328towintheTest seriesagainstAustralia2-1,atBrisbane,Tuesday. Itwasthefirst loss forAustraliaat ‘FortressGabba’ in32years.@BCCI FULLCOVERAGEPAGES19,20

SANDEEPDWIVEDI
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

KAPILDEVontheLord’sbalcony
in 1983, Rahul Dravid andVV S
Laxmanbattinganentiredayat
EdenGardensin2001,MSDhoni
sealingitwithasixatWankhede
in 2011 will remain Indian
cricket’s iconicmoments— but
they can still be re-enacted.
India’simpossible-to-forgetTest

wininBrisbaneandthecoming-
of-age series triumph in
Australia are unlikely to be
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SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI, JANUARY19

RISHABHPANT’Smatchwinning
89undertheharshBrisbanesun
wasdraining.Butattheendof it
all, he didn’t look like a super-
hero on the verge of collapse. It
wasmoreof anunfazedmillen-
nial hoping that when the his-
tory-making photographs are
taken,hishairpartingwouldstill
be inplace.
“The only thing I keep on

thinkingeverydayisthat Iwant
towinmatches for India,” Pant
said at the end of his unbeaten

knock. Head coach Ravi Shastri
looked ahead: “By keeping his
composure like today, if he can
keepwinningmatches, itwillbe
huge forus.”
On Tuesday, Pant hit ar-

guablythemost important four
in Indian cricket history when
hesmashed JoshHazlewoodto
long-off for thewinningrunsto
completeadramatic finaldayof
theseriesthatwent India’sway.
Incidentally, that shot from the
Roorkee-born came nearly 10
years after another small-
towner M S Dhoni had wal-
lopedasixtotriggerhysteriaon
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Power Pant vs spinner
Lyon: Duel captures
India story for the ages

Nowords for a headline

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

A billion get booster dose from
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Firm owned partly by
CM Jagan family gets
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Farm stir has to end,
both sides must find
way out: RSS gen secy

SURESH ‘BHAIYYAJI’ JOSHI
RSSGENERALSECRETARY

48%TURNUPFOR
SHOTS,16ADVERSE
EVENTSREPORTED
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RishabhPant,89notout,on
scoringthewinningruns.PTI

6.31 lakh get vaccine:
Centre flags hesitancy,
asks states to engage

“Theirremarkable
energyandpassionwas
visible throughout.”
NARENDRAMODI
PRIMEMINISTER

New Delhi
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Panel meets
Gulati,said:“Committeememberswillkeep
asidetheirpersonalideology.Wehavetolis-
ten to the agitating and other farmers on
whattheywant.Ourdutyistolistentothem
andplace itbefore theSupremeCourt.”
YetGhanwat,whilerespondingtoques-

tions fromreporters, said:“Iwanttotell the
agitatingfarmersthatthelawsinplaceinthe
country for the last70yearswerenot in the
interest of the farmers... 4.5 lakh farmers
have committed suicide due to this. If the
farmerisbecomingpoor,andburdenedwith
debt, thensomechangesareneeded.When
the changeswere taking place, thismove-
ment(againstthelaws)started.Wetoowere
not entirely in favour of the laws.We also
wanted some changes, some corrections. If
these (new laws) are repealed, then any
partythatcomestopowerinthenext50-60
years will not have the patience to touch
theselaws,andthefarmerwillkeepdying.”
Urging theunions to sit across the table,

Ghanwat said: “Cooperatewith us to bring
thosereforms, cooperatewith thecommit-

tee,youandweareone...Allcansittogether
and omit thewrong…what is rightwill be
placedbefore theSupremeCourt.”
Within hours of the meeting —

Bhupinder SinghMann, president of BKU
(Mann) and chairman of All India Kisan
Coordination Committee, recused himself
from the panel on January 14—unions op-
posedto the laws, andcampingat thegates
of Delhi sinceNovember26, reiterated that
theywouldnotappearbefore thepanel.
Jamhuri Kisan Sabha general secretary

KulwantSinghSandhusaid:“Thelawshave
beenpassedbyParliament. Thecommittee
isnotaboveParliament.”
The committee, tasked by the Supreme

Courttogettheviewsofallstakeholders,has
to submita reportwithin twomonths.
“Today, we discussed how the commit-

teewill function...Notonlyfarmerorganisa-
tions, but we also have to speak to other
stakeholders like farm produce exporters,
farmproducetraders,millers,ginners,dairy
industryandpoultryindustry...Ourjobisjust
tolistento(theviewsof) farmersandstake-
holders...We don’t have to do anything be-

yondthat,wedon’twanttosayany-
thingbeyondthat,”Ghanwatsaid.
“Thefirstmeetingwithfarmers

willtakeplaceat11amon(January)
21st,” he said, without naming or-
ganisations tobecalled for the first
hearing.
Responding to thestatementof

unions that theywouldnot appear
before the committee since its
memberswereinfavourofthelaws,
Ghanwat said: “We want to tell
them that we are neither from a
partynorfromthegovernment,we
have been appointed by the
SupremeCourt.”
Gulati said: “At the end of the

round,whateverthebestviewsand
the collectivewisdomof the com-
mittee on the farm laws, and the
views of the farmers and other
stakeholders that need to be col-
lated,willbeputinaproperframe-
work and communicated to the
SupremeCourt.”
Respondingtoanotherquestion,

Ghanwat said: “Wewill go to the
statesandtaketheviewsofAPMCs
there.”
Meanwhile,ButaSinghBurjgill,

president of BKU (Dakaunda) said:
“We don't recognise the commit-
tee...”
SatnamSinghPannu,president

of Kisan Sangharsh Mazdoor
Committee, said: “The Samyukta
Kisan Morcha had rejected this
committee the very first day. It is a
sarkari committee… let themhold
asmanymeetingsas theywant."
RajinderSinghDeepSinghwala,

general secretary of Kirti Kisan
Union,said:“Itisadefunctcommit-
teeasonememberhasalreadyleft.”
SukhdevSinghKokrikalan,gen-

eral secretary of BKU (Ugrahan),
said: “Committees have never
yieldedresults.”
Theunionsarescheduled to re-

sume discussionswith the Centre
Wednesday. Last Friday, theCentre
suggested that the unions consti-
tute their own informal group
which couldmake a proposal that
couldbediscussed.

RSS gen secy
In an interview to The Indian

Express, Joshiemphasisedthat“it is
notgoodforthehealthofsocietyfor
any agitation to run for too long”.
“Wejustwanttheagitation(to)end
quicklynow,”hesaid.
“Democracyprovidesanoppor-

tunitytobothsides. Iconsiderboth
sidesright(in)theirplace.Agitators
must consider that whatever they
cangetthroughdialogue,theymust
accept.Thegovernmentmustthink
about whatmore it can give,” the
RSSNo.2said.
“So it is important to find that

pointwherethetwosidescanagree
and the agitation canend.Anyagi-
tationrunningfor long isnotbene-
ficial... A middle groundmust be
found.Anagitationdoesnotjustaf-
fect people associatedwith it, but
also impacts society, directly or in-
directly,”hesaid.
“The government is repeatedly

sayingwe are ready to discuss, but
(the protesters) are saying anydis-
cussionwilltakeplaceonlyafterthe
laws are repealed. Howwill a dis-
cussion take place like that?” he
said.“Ifagitatorsalsotakeapositive
approach itwill begood,”hesaid.
Askedwhatmore the govern-

ment could do to resolve the issue, he said:
“Itisforthegovernmenttothink.Butif there
areanymoresuchissueswhichneedresolu-
tion, it must do it... But I don’t think in any
countrya lawlike this is repealed.”
When it was pointed out thatmany as-

sociatedoralignedwiththegovernmenthad
called the protesters “Khalistanis” and
“Maoists”, Joshi said: “Somepeoplemaybe
sayingthisbutthegovernmenthasnotsaid
this. All I will say is that a rigidity has crept
intothewholeissue.Whoarethepeoplebe-
hind this,mustbe investigated.”
Asked about the misuse of the recent

anti-conversion laws in Uttar Pradesh and
MadhyaPradesh,Joshisaid:“Wheneversuch
laws are brought, some problems arise...
Whathappens in (SC/ST)AtrocityAct? I am
not saying it is beingmisused. But the case
drags on and later it is proven that it is not
true...Whenever any law is brought, its im-
plementationwill cause difficulties, which
someinnocentpeoplewillalsohavetobear.”
He,however,saidsuchlawswereneces-

saryaspeoplewerebeingconvertedthrough
“allurement”or “falsehood”.
On the recent incidents of violence in

MadhyaPradeshduring thedonation cam-
paign for the construction of Ram Temple,
Joshi said: “The VHP is not doing this (vio-
lence).Whenacrowdgathers,someviolent
elements also creep in... Theorganisation is
working on keeping the movement safe

fromsuchelements.”

Jagan family
Vicat, a Frenchcompany,hadacquireda

majority 51 per cent stake in Bharathi
Cement in2010.
The IndiaCements Ltd received the sec-

ondhighest purchase orders of 1,59,753.70
MT. The India Cements had investments of
Rs95.32crore inBharathi Cement, andhad
sold it the same year Vicat acquired 51 per
cent inBharathi.
N Srinivasan, Managing Director, The

IndiaCements, isoneof thepersonsnamed
in the CBI’s quid pro quo case against YS
JaganMohanReddyandothers.TheCBIhad
accusedthatthethenYSRajashekaraReddy
government had favoured certain compa-
nies in lieu of which they invested in firms
ownedby JaganReddy.
Of the 11 chargesheets filed by the CBI,

thesixth,seventhandeighthpertaintoquid
proquobyDalmiaCements, IndiaCements,
Raghuram Cements (earlier name of
Bharathi Cement), and Penna Cements.
Penna Cements had received purchase or-
dersof 1,50,325.02MT.
Taken together, these three companies

account for a third of the total purchase or-
dersduringApril 2020and January2021.
Andhra Pradesh IndustriesMinisterM

GouthamReddy said Bharathi Cement and
IndiaCements receivedabulkof theorders

because theywereable to supplyasper the
governmentschedules.“Somemanufactur-
ers have supply chain issues and it is chal-
lenging for the government to ensure con-
stant supplyof cement,”hesaid.
In Andhra Pradesh, purchase orders are

madethroughYSRNirman,aportalusedby
all statedepartmentstoprocurecement for
government works. The Y S JaganMohan
Reddy government has fixed the price of a
50-kgcementbagatRs225forpurchasesby
itsdepartments.
M Ravinder Reddy, Director, Bharathi

Cement,whoisalsoVice-President,APCMA,
dismissed allegations of favouritism. “The
governmentordershavenothingtodowith
YSBharathi(wifeofYSJaganMohanReddy)
beingadirector.Shehasbeentheresincethe
beginningandwehavesuppliedtothegov-
ernment during the previous regime too at
Rs230perbag,”he toldThe IndianExpress.
AnofficialofAPCMAsaidthetradebody

does not favour any company. “The reason
BharathiCementsor IndiaCementshasgot
biggerordersisothercompaniesareunable
tosupplytherequiredquantity.Somecom-
panies do not want to take big orders be-
causethegovernmentpriceisverylow,”the
official,whodidnotwishtobenamed,said.
TheTDPhas alleged that companies led

by Bharathi Cement have formed a syndi-
cate and increased prices fromRs 220-250
per50kgbag toRs350-400perbag.

Ravinder Reddy, Director, Bharathi
Cement,dismissedtheseallegations.“Prices
have risen due tomany factors.We have a
plantwithacapacityof 5million tonnes, so
we receivemanygovernmentorders. But it
isaburdenbecausethepriceisverylow.We
do it aspartof CSRespeciallyashousing for
weaker sections isalso involved,”hesaid.
IndustriesMinisterGouthamReddysaid

the government cannot enforce price con-
trol. “Wecannotdictateprices,”hesaid.

WhatsApp
Facebook companieswill create an ecosys-
tem where any distinction between
WhatsApp and other companies of the
Facebook groupwill cease to exist, the IT
ministrysaid.“Thisapproachhasthepoten-
tialtoinfringeoncorevaluesofdataprivacy,
user choice and autonomy of Indian users.
Given thehugeuserbaseofWhatsAppand
Facebook in India, the consolidation... also
exposesavery large segmentof Indianciti-
zenstogreaterinformationsecurityriskand
vulnerabilities,” the ITministry said in the
letter toCathcart.
The letter toCathcartalsotookumbrage

atWhatsApp's accept-the-terms-or-leave-
the-platformstanceforusers in Indiawhen
thesamewasnotapplicabletoitsEuropean
users.Suchtreatment,theministrysaid,“be-
traysalackofrespectfortherightsandinter-
ests”of Indianuserswhoformedasubstan-
tial portionof its global user base and takes
away“anymeaningful choice” fromthem.

Vaccine
take; we have to start our non-Covid serv-
ices... Inafewdays,Indiahasplannedtovac-
cinate all its health care workers...it is not
righttohaveanyconfusion...thevaccinehes-
itancy among the health care workers
shouldend,”hesaid.
Paul was speaking at the first official

briefing by the group after the vaccination
drivewas launchedon January16.
Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan said

states have been directed to engage with
beneficiaries. “Vaccine hesitancy is some-
thing that has been there in all countries. It
has nothing to do with only Covid-19.
Probably, the degree would be more in
Covid-19becauseitisanewdiseaseandnew
vaccine.Wehaveseenthisinpolio,measles,
mumps...Theonlywayof addressing it isby
engaging repeatedly with the beneficiary
groups, and trying to address their doubts
andconfusions.Thatisouradvicetoallstate
governments,”hesaid.
According to the HealthMinistry, only

nine adverse events following immunisa-
tion(AEFI)thatrequiredhospitalisationhave
been recorded so far. “In Delhi, three cases
have been dischargedwhereas one case is
underobservationatRajivGandhiHospital,
Shahdara. One more AEFI case from
Uttarakhand has been discharged. In
Karnataka,onepersonisdischargedandan-
otherpersonisstableandunderobservation
at District Hospital, Chitradurga. In
Chhattisgarhalso,onepersonisdischarged.
InRajasthan,onecaseofsuspectedanaphy-
laxisisfineandunderobservationatDistrict
Hospital, Bangar,” theMinistry said.
HealthSecretaryBhushansaidthat“only

in 0.18 per cent, minor adverse events fol-
lowingimmunizationhavebeenreportedin
India”.“And0.002percentof themrequired
hospitalisation following immunization.
This is in fact the lowest, so far asweknow,
intheworld.Letusseehowitevolvesgoing
forward,”hesaid.

Dr V Shanta
uncleSChandrasekharandmaternalgrand-
father C V Raman are Nobel laureates —
Shantagraduatedinmedicine in1949from
MadrasMedicalCollege, laterspecialisingin
GynaecologyandObstetrics.
ShejoinedAdyarCancerInstitutein1955,

a year after it was founded by Dr
Muthulakshmi Reddy, one of the first
women graduates of medicine in India.
There,Shanta,alongwithDrReddy'ssonDr
SKrishnamurthi,developedthehospitaland
research centre froma four-bedunit to one
with over 400 beds and patients from all
over the country. It is said that in the early
years of the institute, Shanta and
Krishnamurthiweretheonlydoctorsoncall.
The institutealsoservedtotrainseveralon-
cologistsatatimewhencancercareandre-
searchwereatan infancy in thecountry.
As news of Dr Shanta's death came in,

tributes poured in from all over the coun-
try, including by PrimeMinister Narenda
Modi.
DrCSPramesh,Director, TataMemorial

Hospital,Mumbai,said,“Whatsheachieved
is remarkable.Notonlyhas shecreatedone
of the best cancer centres but also instilled
the need to always keep the patient as pri-
ority foreverydoctor.”

FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com

FROMPAGEONE

Booster dose for billion from Brisbane

Power Pant takes India past finish line

overwritten in the pages of
Indiancrickethistory.
For the sheer improbability

ofeventsthatunfoldedatGabba
Tuesdayandtheimpossibilityof
seeing something so storied
ever again, this is easily India's
greatestTestwinever.
Whatarethechancesofan-

other series in a bio-bubble
amidaglobalpandemicwhich
coincideswiththeteam’sinflu-
entialcaptaingoingonpaternity
leave,anewlowof36alloutand
about 11 regularsmaking it to
theinjurylist.
India ‘C’beatingAustraliaat

avenuewhichhastraumatised
touristsovertheyearsandisre-
ferred to as theGabbatoir is a
miracle. To use sport as a
metaphorforanation’sidentity
is a little absurd but “fighting
back”will now be seen as an
Indianthing.It’saserieswinthat
will force theworld to look at
India with fresh eyes. This
Australian tour showed Indian
cricket isn’t just about deep
pockets;it’salsoaboutadeeper
talentpool.Whenthegoodold
domestic circuit that’s spread
across the countryweds IPL’s
new-age innovations, it gives
birth to a team that redefines
Testmatches.
OnTuesday,whileoldhand

Pujarawasmaking sure that
Indiawouldn’tlose,attheother
end21-year-old ShubmanGill
and 23-year-old Rishabh Pant
wereensuringthatvictory, too,
remained a possibility. Pujara

tooktheshort-ballblowsonthe
head, shoulder, ribs, abdomen
and finger butwould abstain
from the high-risk pulls and
hooks.
Gill andPantweren’t both-

eredbythemenonthefenceor
the balls rising to their chins,
theywent for their shots. They
have faced these bowlers be-
fore;PatCumminsaddresseshis
IPLteammateGillas“Shubhy”.
Itwas symbolic thatwhen

Pujaragotout,Indianeededless
than100runsinabout20overs.
Any self-respecting T20 star
would see this as a below-par
target. As hewalked away, it
seemedPujara,the32-year-old
who doesn’t have an IPL con-
tract, was saying, “Boys, I am
leaving. I know you guys can
takeitfromhere.”
Theboysdidn’t disappoint.

Pant andWashingtonSundar -
- the big-ticket T20 players—
knewhowthiswastobedone.
Therewasarefreshingcasu-

alnessinthewayPantheadlined
Indian cricket’s cultural shift.
OnceitwasAustraliawhichhad
shown the world that sport
without an all-out pursuit for
victorywasmeaningless,nowa
bunchof20-somethingIndians
were teaching the same lesson
to11tiredanddispiritedmenin
BaggyGreens.
Theyoungheroesofthisse-

ries have fascinatingly diverse
back stories but share a com-
mon trait thatmakes themhit
thisgroundrunning.

Pant,alongwithhismother,
would start his six-hour-long
bustripfromRoorkeeat2.30am
to play cricket in Delhi. His
mother would pack a coffee
thermosandpaneerparathasin
a lunch box. A gurdwara at
Motibaghwould be their rest-
ingplaceduringtheday.
Gill’s father, a landlord,was

very sure that hewouldmake
his son an international crick-
eter. His farmhands at village
ChakKherewala,nearJalalabad
inPunjab,wouldoftenturnnet
bowlers.
Thistour’sCinderellastoryis

of T Natarajan, who came to
Australiaasanetbowlerbutas
the injury list grew,made his
T20,ODI,and,finally,Testdebut.
BorninChinnappampatti,a

village36kmwest of Salem in
TamilNadu,hewasastarinthe
region’s annual tennis-ball
cricket tournaments. If not for
cricket, hewould have been a
weaverlikehisfather.
Same was true for

MohammedSiraj,thefindofthe
tour,whosefive-wickethaulon
Day4sawIndiaputafootinvic-
tory’sdoor. Ifnotforagenerous
coachwhogavehimthemoney
to travel to Charminar Cricket
Club on the outskirts of
Hyderabad, the sonof anauto-
rickshawdriver fromthe inner
citywouldhavebeenhappy to
cheerTeamIndiaontelevision.
Of late, the BCCI set-up,

alongwiththeIPLnetwork,has
ensuredthathalf-cookedcrick-

etersgetweededout.Franchises
with a sharp eye for cricketing
talent,andfinancialreturns,are
goingtheextramiletoreachthe
most underprivileged but tal-
entedcricketers.
India’s Mr Cricket, Rahul

Dravid,themaninchargeatthe
National CricketAcademy, has
putinplaceastrictqualitycon-
trolprogramme.
India’s new brand of the

game is turning heads. In
England,apopularpodcastpre-
dicts that this is going tobe the
decade of Indian cricket.
Pakistan cricketers Shoaib
Akhtar, Rashid Latif and
Inzamam-ul-Haq, on their
YouTube channels these days,
sound like depressed parents
whokeepcomparingtheiraca-
demicallyaveragekidtothetop-
pernextdoor.
Australia, intheirtruetradi-

tionof applaudinghard-nosed
cricketers,haveanew-foundre-
spect for India. In Brisbane,
when Pujara was getting hit
from head to toe, they even
comparedhimtoSteveWaugh.
Pant’s daredevilry made

Google CEO Sundar Pichai
tweet:“Oneof thegreatestTest
serieswinsever.CongratsIndia
andwellplayedAustralia,what
aseries.” IntheUK,Chancellorof
theExchequerRishiSunakwas
sleep-deprived.“Whatamatch!
Congratulations India onahis-
toricwin. Canwe sleepnow?”
OnTuesday,theworldwokeup
toseeIndiancricket’sbigrising.

aMumbainight.
Before this tour, Pant was

knownforimpetuousnessand
brawn. Brisbane had him
adding self-control. It wasn’t
theusualPantPowerthatdidit
for India. His battle with off-
spinnerNathonLyoncaptured
howhehad crafted a knock to
savour forages.
LyonknewPantdoesn’tloft

inside-out over covers on the
offside. And so, he kept luring
him on that line around off
stump,attimeseventurningit
away from outside. No one
mannedthedeepcoverregion.
The Australian palms were
ready and itching at long-off
and long-on. Once, Pant
chargeddownthetrackbutthe
ball leaped past the blade —
evenifwicketkeeperTimPaine
hadgathered thehigh-bounc-
ing ball he couldn’t swoop in
timeasPant swung thebatup
and over his shoulder, and got

it back in the crease. Be that as
itmay, theoff-side trapwasn’t
asecretanymore.Whatwould
Pantdo?
Hedasheddownagain,this

time the ball on the off and
middle was thrown back by
fans beyond long-on. Lyon al-
teredthelinetooutsideoff.And
he largely stayed there. Pant
would let them turn past him
or bunt them for the odd sin-
gles.Intheaftermath,hewould
shadow-practice the lofted
driveovercovers.
World No.1 ranked bats-

manKaneWilliamson’s coach
David JohnstonWhatsApped
fromNew Zealand: “Will he
play that inside-out shot, you
reckonnowinsearchforquick
runs?”But Pant continued to
shadow-play.
The required run-rate kept

inching over and a thought
bubbledup:iftheseamerscon-
trolledtherunsfromtheother

end,wouldPantgofortheshot
thathedoesn’t likeplaying?
Forapowerhitter,oncethe

handsstarttogo, theattacking
urge cues up exponentially;
theyliketokeepgoingon.Like
Pant did in the previous Test.
LikeLyonprobably thoughthe
woulddoagain.Itwastheclos-
est Pantwill probably ever get
to Sachin Tendulkar’s absti-
nenceof2004Sydneywhenhe
cutoutthecoverdrivefromhis
doublehundred.Tendulkardid
it becausehecould. Pantdid it
becausehehadto.
It’s easy to be one-dimen-

sional -- either toattackorde-
fend. But it's not easy to do
whatPantdid,underpressure,
with a series on line, with the
clockticking,withthethreatof
rain looming, with run-rate
pressureratcheting.
Hewassimilarlycontrolled

against the seamers. Only
whensixrunsremaineddidhe

swinghisarmsandplay to the
gallery--andalmostholedout.
Until then, he didn’t extend
himself.
Bynow, crackswereopen-

ingupona length -- the kinds
where the late Tony Greig
wouldfamouslytrypushinghis
carkeysthroughinhispitchre-
ports -- but it was the
Australianresolvethatdisinte-
grated intheend.
“Dukhnahi baantahai bhai,

sirf kushi (I have never shared
sorrow, only joy),” Pant had
oncetoldthisnewspaperabout
howhehidhis emotions from
hismotherandsisterfollowing
the death of his father shortly
after his first IPL auction. “If I
had broken down then, who
would take careofmymother
andsister?Someonehadtobe
stronganddoit.”
Justlikehowhedraggedhis

teambeyondthe linetoday.
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Thestrangecaseof
comedianMunawar
Faruquiandhisarrest
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Onthe3Thingspodcast,wetalkabouthow
Faruquiand5othershavebeenarrested
anddeniedbail, andtheconcerns it raises
about freespeech.
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ASHNABUTANI
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

TO TRACK passengers, manage
crowds and ensure social dis-
tancing, sensors have been in-
stalled on the ceiling of Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport.
"Wehaveputupanumberof

signages andmarkers to ensure
social distancing. The latest
measure is the Xovis passenger
tracking system.We installed
this around 1-1.5 years ago, but
that was to manage queues.
Recently, we installed sensors
whichcountpeopleasdotsona
screen. It is an IOT device that
usesartificialintelligence,"Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar, CEO, Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL), said.
Thesystemreceivesthisdata

and provides airport operators
withkeyperformanceindicators
(KPIs),visualisedonadashboard.
"Greenanddarkbluelinesonthe
dashboard represent crowds.
While the green colour on the
maprepresentsacollisionoccur-
rence, the darker blue points at
themost crowded point in the
area," saidaDIALofficial.
The560sensorsareplacedin

nineareasofTerminal3, includ-
ing check-in rows, security
checkpointsandemigrationand
immigration areas. The system
isthefirstof itskindinthecoun-
try, said theCEO.He added that
Terminal 1,which is under con-
struction, might have a similar
systemtoo.
Earlier, terminal managers

andstaffwouldkeepaneyeout
for crowds and bottlenecks but
therewasscopeofhumanerror.
Airport officials said it was par-
ticularlydifficulttomaintainso-
cial distancing asmany groups
who would travel together
wouldnotmaintaindistance.
The installation has made

theirworkquickerandmoreef-

ficient, theysaid.
The CEO said, "We have to

work with a number of stake-
holders to ensure passenger
waiting time keeps coming
down." He added that they had
started interactingwithXovis, a
Swiss company, when the pan-
demicbegan.
"The systemwill ensure our

fight against Covid continues…
It aids us in two ways — help
maintain social distance and
managewaitingtimeforpassen-
gers,” he said. Screenshave also
beeninstalledatcrowdedpoints
togivepeopleanideaoftheires-
timatedwaiting time.

Court discharges three AAP leaders accused in 2017 assault case

Riot accused tell court not
being provided chargesheet

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

TAKINGNOTE of lacunae in the
materialproducedby theprose-
cution, a Delhi court has dis-
charged AAP leaders Somnath
Bharti, Jarnail Singh and

Amanatullah Khan, who had
beenaccusedofbeatingandcon-
fining awoman inside theDelhi
VidhanSabhain2017.
AdditionalChiefMetropolitan

Magistrate Dharmender Singh
discharged the three leaders on
Tuesday,notingthatthewoman's
statementtopoliceandthemag-

istratehadcontradictions.
Thewomanhadalleged that

onJune28,2017,whenshewent
to the Delhi Vidhan Sabha to
watch its proceedings, a crowd
apprehended and beat her on
Singh's instigation. She alleged
thatKhan,whowasalsopresent,
beatherandforcedherinsidethe

building, and later Bharti too
abusedher. The court observed,
"Inviewoftheseveral lacunaein
the material produced by the
prosecution,gravesuspiciondoes
notarise inthepresentcase."
The court noted that in her

typed complaint, the woman
named only Khan,while in her

statement to themagistrate she
also named Singh. She alleged
shewasconfinedforonehourin
her complaint, but in the state-
ment to the magistrate she
claimedshewasconfinedfortwo
hours. The court alsonoted that
asper thecomplainant’sversion
shewent toDelhi Vidhan Sabha

towatch itsproceedings, but "as
perthevisitors'registeratthere-
ception, said reason/purpose is
notmentioned". "... Despite the
version of the complainant that
crowdwas present there, none
fromsaidcrowdhasbeencitedas
prosecutionwitness," the court
said.
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THE SYSTEM calculates
the PeopleDensity Index
(PDI), which is the num-
ber of breaches or colli-
sions, divided by the
number of people in the
area. So in case there is
one breach among four
people, thePDIwouldbe
0.25. It is calculated on a
scaleof0-5.WhenthePDI
crosses two, emails are
sent to staff and terminal
managersinthearea.Staff
thenvisitthespotandask
people to maintain dis-
tance by standing on a
marking or joining an
emptierqueue.

Howit
works?

Sensors at
airport ceiling
to fix crowding

560sensorswillbeplacedat
nineareasofTerminal3

NewDelhi:Multipleaccusedper-
sons,facingtrialunderthestrin-
gent Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act in a Northeast
Delhi riots case, told a court
Tuesdaythattheyhavenotbeen
given access to the chargesheet
in jail despite itsorders.
Additional Sessions Judge

AmitabhRawatputupthemat-
ter for further hearing on
February 2, and expressed his

displeasurewhenitcametolight
that theaccusedwerenotbeing
given a uniform time slot for
reading thechargesheet.
Thecourthadearlierdirected

police toupload thesoft copyof
thechargesheettothecomputer
in jail after the accused con-
tendeditwasdifficult todiscuss
the bulky document during the
half-hour legal interviewwith
their lawyers.ENS
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ANANYATIWARI
&ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

DESPITETOPdoctors leadingby
example, healthcareworkers at
AIIMS, Safdarjung and RML
Hospital havebeen slow to turn
up to get the Covid shot, data
from the first three days of the
vaccine drive shows. A total of
127,158and122staffatRML,AI-
IMS and Safdarjung have re-
ceivedthevaccinesofar.
Across Delhi’s 81 sites on

Tuesday,4,936healthcarework-
erswerevaccinated—48.75%of
theexpectedtargetof10,125ben-
eficiaries. Government sources
saidthereisaslightimprovement
in numbers as compared to
Mondaywhen44%ofbeneficiar-
ies turned up. Sixteen cases of
AEFI(adverseeventfollowingim-
munisation)werereported.
At RML, AIIMS and

Safdarjung, 27, 55 and 30 staff
respectively got vaccinated
Tuesday,thougheachhospitalset
a targetof inoculating100aday.
Thethreehospitalsareamongsix
in the capital which have been
given themandate to vaccinate
employeeswithBharatBiotech's
Covaxin,currentlyunderphase3
clinicaltrials.At75othercentres,
Covishieldisbeinggiven.
AseniorofficialfromtheNew

Delhi’s district administration
said,“Wenoticedthelowturnout
of staff andHCWsat these three
hospitals andrealised that some
peopleareapprehensiveandare
waitingtoseethevaccine’seffects
on the first batch of participants
for 14 days before taking a deci-
sion. The consent formhas also
provokedsecondthoughts.”
OnDay1ofthevaccinedrive,

AIIMSdirectorRandeepGuleria,
RMLmedicalsuperintendentAK
Rana, NITI Aayogmember V K
PaulandMedicalDirectorofLady
HardingeMedicalCollegeDrNN
MathurhadgottheCovaxinshot.
Dr Rana told The Indian

Express:“Thereareseveralfactors
behindfluctuatingnumbers.We
faced issues in running CoWIN
appwhich has names of regis-
tered beneficiaries. OnMonday,
we tookmanyhealthcarework-
ers on awalk-in basis,which in-
creasedtheoverallnumber.Ihave
beensharingmyexperiencewith
all staff members to motivate
themtotakethevaccine.”
DrDKSharma,AIIMSmedical

superintendent, reiterated this:
“Itisdifficulttosaywhythenum-
berwas lowonMonday.Butasa
regular exercise, we have been
motivatingandencouragingour
healthcareworkers to come for-
ward...Theinstitute’sdirectorhas
setanexample...”
HealthMinister Satyendar

Jain Tuesday said the exercise is
voluntarybutadded:“Itistheini-
tial days of the drive and itwill
take time, but people’s confi-
dencewillpickup.”

AtRML, the residentdoctors’
associationhadearlierraisedap-
prehensionsaboutthevaccine.
Said a 23-year-old employee

atthehospitalwhowasonthelist
but did not turn up on Saturday
orMonday: “Iwill takeacall ina
fewdays.” Another staffer at the
samehospitalsaidhe“willtakeit
in8-10days”.
Dr Sagar Borker, an associate

professor at the community
medicinedepartmentatRMLand
partofthevaccinationteam,told
TheIndianExpress,“Therearedef-
initely thosewhoare apprehen-
sive.However,thisisnatural,con-
sidering that Covaxin is being
given in trialmode. I have been
vaccinated, andmanyothersare
alsovoluntarilycomingfor it.”
At Safdarjung hospital, a 27-

year-old resident doctor said: “I
am not against getting vacci-
nated;Ijustwanttowaitandsee.”
Some, though, were more

keen.A34-year-oldsupportstaff
at AIIMS, who handles trans-
portationofCovidsamples, said,
“We have beenworking in the
Covidward, and it is extremely
dangerous. When my name
comes, Ishallgetthevaccine.”
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FARMLEADERSWANTTOTAKEOUTRALLYONOUTERRINGROAD

JIGNASASINHA,
RAAKHIJAGGA&
AMILBHATNAGAR
NEWDELHI, LUDHIANA,
JANUARY19

AHEADOF theproposed tractor
rally on Republic Day, senior
Delhi Police officers met farm
leaders at Singhu border on
Tuesdaytodiscusstherouteand
securityarrangements.
As part of their protest, on

January 26, thousands of farm-
ers from Singhu, Tikri and
Ghazipurbordersaresettotake
out a tractor march on Delhi’s
OuterRingRoad. Police sources
saidtheytriedtoconvincefarm-
erstoholdtheirprotestonKMP
Expressway and notmarch to-
wards Kisan Ghat or take other
routes, but couldn’t reach an
agreement. “We told them to
holdaprotestatthebordersbut
they want to march towards
Kisan Ghat. Some farmers will
take tractors towards theOuter
RingRoadandprotestthere.We
think the Western Periphery
Road will be blocked due to
this,” saida seniorofficer.
Amember of the Bharatiya

KisanUnion said, “Police are in-
sisting we take the KMP route
but farmers said theywon’t.”
Rajinder Singh Deep Singh

Wala, general secretary of the
KirtiKisanUnionwhowasatthe
meeting with police, said: “A
team of officialsmet 7-8 union
members onMonday evening
and another on Tuesdaymorn-

ing.Theyaskedustoholdthepa-
radeontheoutskirtsofDelhi,but
wetoldthemwewanttodoiton
Outer Ring Road. We will be
chalkingout adetailedplanand
itwill be peaceful. They (police)
will have yet anothermeeting
with us at 11 amWednesday
at Vigyan Bhawan, an hour be-
fore the meeting with Union
Ministers.Wewill issue an ap-
peal to Delhi residents to keep
RingRoadfreeforusforaday;I’m
sure theywill listen to our de-
mand.We are not going to dis-
rupt theparadeat Rajpath.”
JagmohanSinghPatiala,gen-

eral secretaryof BKUDakaunda
who was also at the meeting,

said:“OurplanforRepublicDay
is on the Outer Ring Road; we
won’tcauseahassletoanyone.”
Buta SinghBurjgill, president of
BKU Dakaunda, said they will
give awritten plan to the union
ministerson January20.
“Weunderstandthesecurity

issuesanddon’twant todisturb
the public.We are in talkswith
the Supreme Court and police.
Wetoldthemthemarchcan’tbe
postponed or cancelled,” said
Harjinder Dhaliwal, a farmer at
Tikri border, whowas also part
of the talks.

Security beefed up
At Tikri border, Delhi and

HaryanaPolicehavecordonedoff
nearbyareaswithtwo-threelay-
ersofnon-permanentbarricades
and road blocks. A senior police
officer from the Outer district
said, “We are allowing them to
march fromTikri to Singhu. But
nearbyborders likeDelhi-Jaipur
roadwillbeblocked.Wecan’tal-
lowthis...Wearediscussing fur-
ther termswiththe leaders.”
Atpresent,morethan17,000

farmers are camping at Tikri.
Policehavedeployed15compa-
nies of local police and Rapid
ActionForcepersonnel, and5-6
teams around the border to pa-
trol thestreets.
As part of securitymeasures

forRepublicDay,combingdrives
anddoor-to-doorverificationare
underway at residential areas,
marketsandhotelsnearthebor-
ders.Personnelwillalsoconduct
vehiclechecksbeforethemarch.
AtSinghuborder,more than

30,000farmersfromPunjaband
Haryanahavejoinedtheprotest.
A senior officer from the
Western Range said: “We have
17outsidecompaniesatthebor-
deralongwith localpolice from
Rohini andNorthwest districts.
We are planning to call 2,000-
3,000more personnel to help
withsecurityarrangements.”
AtGhazipurborder,over8,000

farmers from UP, Punjab and
Haryanaareprotesting.DCP(East)
Deepak Yadav said, “We have
nearly 12-15outside companies
atthebordernow,alongwith160
personnel fromthe local district.
Checkinghasbeenintensified.”

The plan
According to farmers, the

RepublicDayplan includes apa-
rade “similar to theofficial func-

tion at Rajpath”. At several prac-
ticedrills inPunjabandHaryana,
tractormarchesincludedtableaus
of farm laws and agriculture.
Bannersandboardswillbeplaced
on tractors to raise awareness
about the laws and the protest,
farmers said. “The idea is to in-
cludeissuesof farmersinthecel-
ebrations. Itwill be amarch, like
theoneatRajpath.Farmers from
different stateswill display their
thoughtsonthebillandhighlight
theirplight,”saidamemberofthe
organisingcommittee.
Farmers are expecting rep-

resentation of at least 20 states
intheirparade.Theyhadearlier
saidthenational flagwillbeput
atopvehiclesandnoflagsofany
political partywill be allowed.
Manyprotestersareexpected

to join the rally fromDelhi and
take outmarches on foot. Those
travelling fromPunjab are likely
tobegintherallyfromSinghuand
Tikri,whilemanyotherswill join
the processionmidway. Some
groupswillbetakingoutmarches
onhorsebackaswell,farmerssaid.

Farmertries
tokillhimself
atTikriborder
New Delhi: A farmer at-
tempted suicide at Tikri
border Tuesday by al-
legedlyconsumingpoison.
Theman, JaiBhagwan,al-
legedlyconsumedsulphas
tabletsandwasrushedto
Sanjay Gandhi Hospital,
whereheisbeingtreated.
“Iamasmallperson.Many
farmershave taken to the
streets to protest against
thefarmlaws.Thegovern-
ment says it is amatterof
only two-three states but
thereare farmers fromall
over the country. It has
cometoadeadlockwhere
bothfarmersandgovern-
ment are not in agree-
ment,” hewrote in apur-
portedsuicidenote.

CovidICUbed
reservationat
pvthospitals
now25%
New Delhi: The Delhi
government Tuesday in-
formedtheDelhiHCthat
reservation of Covid ICU
bedshasbeenreducedto
25% from 40% at private
hospitalswitha capacity
of over100beds.

‘Notdumping
untreated
wastein
Yamuna’
New Delhi: In a hearing
before an SC bench
headed by Chief Justice
S A Bobde on Tuesday,
Haryana contested the
DJB’s claim that it was
dumping untreated dis-
charge in the Yamuna
leading to a spike in am-
monia levels.

NorthMCD
signsMoU
New Delhi: AnMoU has
been signed between
NorthMCDandIndianOil
CorporationLtdfordevel-
opment of integrated
waste-to-energyfacilities
under the civic body,
Mayor Jai Prakash said
Tuesday.ENS

BRIEFLY DU wants to work
closely with remote
colleges and univs

South Delhi to hire
professionals to
teach yoga at parks

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah
Tuesday praised the Delhi
Police’s handling of last year’s
NortheastDelhiriots,thecurrent
farmers’ agitation, and its per-
formanceduringtheCovidpan-
demic.
Speaking at the Delhi Police

headquarters,Shahsaid,“Icame
here (PHQ) in February 2020;
that time, I said that the police
havealwaysbeenwiththepub-
lic... walking hand-in-hand in
badtimes.Today,it’sbeenayear.
I look back and see the pan-
demic... howthepolicewonthe
public’s trust. In 2020, there
weremultiple challenges Delhi
and the country faced. The po-
liceexcelled/passedall the tests
inthisyear.Thesetestsincluded
NortheastDelhi riots, lockdown
andun-lockdownprocess,help-
ing migrants reach home and
peacefullymanaging the farm-
ers’ agitation.”
Shah honoured some per-

sonnel for their performance
and paid tribute to those who
lost their lives to Covid. He also
chaired ameeting with senior
policeofficerstoreviewsecurity
arrangementsaheadofRepublic
Daycelebrations.
“Totacklechallenges,wewill

have to first understand them
andbringchangesinthewaywe
function accordingly, only then
we will be able to face chal-
lenges,” Shahsaid.

Healsoaskedeachpolicesta-
tion to set five targets for its im-
provementandbetterperform-
anceby2022,whenthecountry
will celebrate 75 years of
Independence.
“Wehave several challenges

in frontof us sinceDelhi is ana-
tional capital and terrorism is a
challenge, drug trafficking is a
challenge, fake note business is
a challenge and traffic is also a
challenge,”hesaid.
HesaidtheDelhiPolicehasa

large area of responsibility
asvariouskeyinstallationscome
under its jurisdiction —
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Prime
Minister'sresidence,embassies,
headquarters of key organisa-
tionsandsciencecentres.
He also appreciated the city

police’sinitiativetoreunitemiss-
ing childrenwith their parents
and said such moves were a
service tohumanity.
He announced that 15,000

CCTVcameraswill be installed
inDelhi for closemonitoringof
crime and criminals, and also
formaintenanceof lawandor-
der. These networks will
be connectedwith CCTV cam-
eras installed in railway sta-
tions, he said.
The Union HomeMinister

alsosaidthataMemorandumof
Understandinghasbeensigned
by the police force with the
National Forensic Science
University to seek assistance
fromforensicexpertsinenhanc-
ing investigation capabilities of
DelhiPolice.

AttheSinghuborder,Tuesday. Photos:AbhinavSaha

4,936healthcareworkerswerevaccinatedTuesday.AmitMehra

ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

PLANNINGFORtheCentralVista
Avenue redevelopment is un-
derwayandwillbeexecutedaf-
ter this year’s Republic Day, it is
learnt. “We are preparing a de-
tailed plan, keeping public con-
venienceinmind,”asourcetold
The Indian Express. Work is ex-
pected to be completed in time
fornextyear’sRepublicDay.

The tender for redevelop-
mentoftheAvenuewasawarded
to Shapoorji Pallonji and Co Pvt
Ltd on January 8; the firm is ex-
pected to complete thework in
300days.Asper thetenderdoc-
ument,sanctionedcostsshallbe
Rs372.9croreforthe‘CivilWork
andHorticultureComponent’;Rs
113.7croreforthe‘Electricaland
Mechanicalcomponent’;andRs
15.51 crore for ‘Operation and
Maintenance’ for fiveyears.
As per the plan for the rede-

velopment of the Avenue pre-
sented byHCPDesign, Planning
andManagement Pvt Ltd— the
architectural consultant of the
CentralVistaproject—lawnsand
canals shall be refurbished,new
treeswould comeup and park-
ing spaces and vending areas
shall be created, all keeping in
mindthat theAvenuealsohosts
theannualRepublicDayevent.
Edwin Lutyens had initially

conceptualisedtheAvenuebeing
framedbyindigenoustreesofthe

region, which include Peepal,
BanyanandWildFicus,andasper
HCP,overdecades,manyspecies
of trees have emerged at the
Avenue. “Amasterplan for trees
isbeingworkedoutwhichwillbe
gradually realised over a couple
of decades. Itwill have a slightly
widerrangeandmoretreescom-
pared to the original sparse tree
landscape designed by Lutyens.
Grown trees will be trans-
planted,”saidanofficialfromHCP.
Lawns shall also be refur-

bishedwitholdandnewspecies
of grass. “Canalswill not change
insize;existingcanalswillbere-
furbishedandwaterreplenished
to ensure availability of water
roundtheyear.Appropriatetech-
nologyandserviceinfrastructure
willbeintegratedtoensureeasy
maintenance,”saidtheofficial.
“Thedesignalsoprovidesap-

propriate facilities and desig-
nated,well-organisedspacesfor
a larger number of vendors,”
addedtheofficial.

Workwill startafter thisRepublicDayevent.GajendraYadav

REDEVELOPMENT TO BE COMPLETED BY R-DAY 2022

Central Vista Avenue to have more trees, lawns to get makeover
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DELHI UNIVERSITY has started
the ‘VidyaVistar Scheme’ to in-
crease academic cooperation
withcollegesanduniversities in
remoteareasof the country.
“The aim of Vidya Vistar

Scheme is tomaximise contri-
butionofhighereducational in-
stitutions to nation building
through optimumutilisation of
existing resources and poten-
tials,” said Officiating Vice-
ChancellorPC Joshi, Tuesday.
“Through this scheme, the

University of Delhi proposes to
throw open its faculties, library
and other academic facilities
availableinitsDepartmentsand
Colleges to partner institutions
for academic cooperation and
collaboration,”hesaid.
AtapressconferenceTuesday,

listing achievements of the past
six months since he took over
charge fromV-CYogeshTyagi—
whowasearlierunwellandthen
suspendedbythePresidentafter
an inquirywas initiated against
himfor“misconduct”and“dere-
lictionofduties”bytheEducation
Ministry—Joshisaidhebelieved
in the idea of “one DU” and
wished for greater collaboration
between departments and col-
leges,andinterdisciplinarity“like
DineshSingh(formerDUV-C)”.
The university will also add

morefocustoresearchactivities
in thecomingmonths,hesaid.
DUwill also hold its convo-

cationonFebruary27andsetup
a committee for its centenary
celebrations in 2022, plans for

whichincludecompilingthehis-
toryof theUniversity,andanen-
cyclopaediaofDU.
Outlininghisplans for the fu-

ture,Joshi—who’salsointherun-
ning for VCship after Tyagi’s
tenure ends inMarch— said he
had two objectives in mind.
“Mission500is thefirst,which is
thatIwantDUtocomeinthe400-
500RankinQSrankings.Thesec-
ondaimisMission300whereby
Iwant to collect Rs 300 crore for
DU’s Corpus fund from alumni
and friends of DU. Iwill start by
donatingRs1lakh,”hesaid.
“Iamkeenthatwekeepcon-

tinuously keep improving our
rank.Wehaveastrongresearch
base... Inthelast4.5years,things
had stopped but it was my at-
tempt to expedite those
processes. It was my attempt
thatpeopledon’tseethelastfive
yearsasBlackyears,”headded.
Joshi also said theuniversity

hadmade several strides in the
last sixmonths including expe-
diting promotions and recruit-
mentwhichwere pending. The
issueofrecruitmenthasplagued
the central university for a
decade now,with an estimated
4,000 teachers still working in
ad-hoccapacity.

Vaccination drive slow to
take off in 3 key hospitals

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

PARKSINSouthDelhicouldsoon
haveprofessionalyogateachers
deputed by the South MCD to
helppeopleexercise.
Adecision inthis regardwas

takenbyitsstandingcommittee
while placing the budget pro-
posalonTuesday.Standingcom-
mitteeheadRajDuttGehlotsaid
qualified teachers would be
hiredandanominalsumwould
becharged frompeople.
“Several people use MCD

properties to teachyogabutwe
don’t know if the teachers are
qualified or not. So, SouthMCD
will hire teachers who are,” he
said, adding that details are be-
ing finalised on how to imple-
ment the scheme. South Delhi
has around 6,400 parks— both
ornamental andgeneral.
The standing committee

Tuesdayalsorejectedproposalsto
increase taxes.Owing to a finan-
cial crisis, SouthMCDhad pro-

posed increasing property tax.
Anothersignificantdecisiontaken
duringTuesday’smeetingwasto
reserve25%ofrevenuegenerated
fromadvertisementstopublicise
thecivicbody’sworks.
SDMCalsoplanstospend50%

ofrevenuegeneratedfromunau-
thorisedcoloniesinthesamear-
eas. Gehlot said at themoment,
very fewunauthorised colonies
paytaxes.“Sowehavedecidedto
increase the tax ambit, and
money collectedwould be in-
vestedinthesameareas,”hesaid.

UnionHomeMinisterAmitShaharrivesat theDelhiPolice
headquarters,Tuesday.PremNathPandey

Shah praises police
handling of Delhi
riots, farmers’ stir

Police try to limit tractor rally to periphery,
farmers firm:Won’t disrupt R-Day parade

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,278 8,281
VENTILATORS 1,189 873

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Jan18 161 362 8 50,523
Jan19 231 222 10 72,441
Total 2,334* 6,19,723 10,764 99,96,032
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6,32,821
VACCINATIONS
ON JAN 19

4,936

SouthDelhihasaround
6,400parks.Archive

UndertheVidyaVistar
Scheme,DUproposes
to ‘openits faculties,
library in itsdeptsand
collegestopartner
institutionsfor
academiccooperation’

New Delhi
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Vows for Eternity: Bringing that
special sparkle tomatters of theheart

My personal journey of finding the right partner may resonate with you. I got married late by Indian standards
and have a deep personal connect and appreciation of, not only the time involved in finding that special somebody, but
also with the frustrations and disappointments of the search process at large. Irrespective of where one lives, the
challenges across the world are the same when it comes to finding that special person one wants to spend the rest of
their life with. I needed help when I was looking for my life partner but couldn't find anyone I could relate to and
connect with on a personal level. And that is the reason I started Vows for Eternity - to make a difference in the lives of
someone by connecting them to "the one".
Do I make any guarantees? No, because the most important things in life don't come with promises. But the one thing
that I do promise is that we will really put our heart and soul into this search with you. I think my greatest achievement
so far professionally has been being true to myself and to my reason for starting Vows for Eternity.

ADVERTORIAL

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JANUARY19

INTHE first crack in thePeople's
Alliance forGupkarDeclaration
(PAGD), the People's Conference
ledbySajadLonepulledoutofthe
alliance on Tuesday, citing the
fieldingofproxycandidatesinthe
District Development Council
(DDC)pollsasareason.
Lone, who was the PAGD

spokesperson, conveyed thede-
cision in a letter to Farooq
Abdullah,presidentofthealliance.
“It is difficult for us to stayon

andpretendasifnothinghashap-
pened.Therehasbeenabreachof
trustbetweenpartners,whichwe
believe is beyond remedy. The
majoritarianview inourparty is
thatweshouldpull outof theal-
liance in an amicable manner
rather thanwaiting for things to
getmessier...Iamconfirmingthat
wewillno longerbeapartof the
PAGD,"Lonesaidinhisletter.
He, however, said his party

wasnot"divorcing" fromtheob-
jectivesofthePAGD."Wewillcon-
tinue to adhere to theobjectives
thatwesetoutwhenthisalliance
wasmade.AndthePAGDleader-

ship should be assured thatwe
will extend support on all issues
which fall within the ambit of
stated objectives," he said. "We
have issued clear instructions to
all party leaders not to issue any
statementsagainstthePAGDorits
leaders".
Therewasdisquietwithinthe

People'sConferenceover itscon-
tinuationinthePAGD,andsenior
party leader Imran Raza Ansari
hadmade his concerns public.
Party insiders saidAnsariwas in
touchwithseveralpolitical lead-
ersoutsideJ&Ktoo.Theysaidthat
whileAnsari playedakey role in
theparty'sdecision topull outof
thePAGD,itwasaunanimousde-
cisiontakenbythetopleadership
includingLone.

Inhis letter toAbdullah, Lone
cited the fieldingof proxy candi-
datesasareasonforpartingways.
"I amwriting toyou in reference
totherecentlyheldDDCelections
anda spateof statements issued
byleadersbelongingtoourparty.
Therecurringthemeofthestate-
mentswas the fielding of proxy
candidatesbyconstituentparties
against the officiallymandated
candidatesof thePAGD,"hesaid.
"We convened ameeting of our
leaders...Thepredominantfeeling
inthemeetingwasthatthePAGD
sentimentatthetopwasnotem-
ulatedontheground,”hesaid.
He said the alliance partners

were"silentbystanders"andeven
"compounded the problems by
fieldingproxy candidates". Lone

said thatwhile the alliance de-
manded sacrifice, no partywas
readytocedespace.
"TheDDCelectionspersemay

notmatter institutionally. But
theseelectionsweredistinctiveby
virtue of the timing. Firstly, the
context of these DDC elections
waspolitically very important. It
wasthefirstelectionpost-August
5. And secondly, it was a com-
bined showof strengthof ama-
jority of the J&Kpoliticalmain-
stream. Itwas less of an election
andmore of an opportunity to
sendastrongunanimouspolitical
message,"hesaidintheletter.
"Thisallianceneededsacrifice.

Everypartyhadtosacrificeonthe
groundintermsofgivingspaceto
fellowallies.Nopartyiswillingto

cede space, noparty iswilling to
sacrifice.We fought against each
other in Kashmir province, not
againsttheperpetratorsofAugust
5. And thosewho perpetrated
August 5 and theirminions are
nowvocallygleeful,”hesaid.
LonesaidthatwhilethePAGD

partners had “unambiguously
won” themaximumnumber of
seats,thestatisticsonthenumber
ofvotespolledagainstthealliance
couldnotbehidden."Apartfrom
thenumberofseatsthatthePAGD
won, other important statistical
variable in the context of August
5 is the number of votes polled
againstthePAGD.Webelievethat
thevotespolledagainstthePAGD
aremajorlythevotescastbyprox-
ies of PAGD constituent parties
against official PAGDcandidates.
Andthenetoutcomeofselectively
voting for and against PAGD is a
very poor vote share," he said.
“Thisiscertainlynotthevoteshare
thatpeopleofJ&Kdeservedpost-
August 5”. ThePAGD, analliance
of severalmainstreampolitical
parties including rivalsNational
Conference and Peoples
DemocraticParty,was formedin
October last year to push for
restorationofJ&K'sspecialstatus.
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Movetoaffectchance
tocontrolDDCs

SINCEDAY1, thePAGDwasa fragilealliance.With the
People'sConferencepullingout, thealliancewill lose its
chance tocontrol theDistrictDevelopmentCouncils in the
twoNorthKashmirdistrictsof BaramullaandKupwara,
whereSajadLone’spartyhasasubstantialpresence.

People’sConference leader
SajadLone

‘BREACHOFTRUSTBETWEENPARTNERS’

First crack in PAGD: Sajad Lone exits
LS, RS to have
5-hour sessions
with Question
Hour, Zero
Hour: Speaker

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY19

FOLLOWING HIS meetings in
New Delhi with Union Home
Minister Amit ShahonMonday
and PrimeMinister Narendra
ModionTuesday,ChiefMinister
Edappadi K Palaniswami on
Tuesday ruled out the possibil-
ity of ousted party general sec-
retary V K Sasikala returning to
theAIADMKfold.
Speaking to reporters, the

chiefminister said: “There is no
chance…She(Sasikala) isnot in
the party now. I can say that…
100%…Amma(latechiefminis-
ter J Jayalalithaa) too had kept
herawayfromtheparty.Onlyaf-
ter Amma’s death, Sasikala en-
tered the party. Shewas not in
AIADMK when Amma was
alive,”Palaniswamiadded.

He added that most of
Sasikala's were had joined the
AIADMK again and that only
“fewpeople”remaininhercamp
now.
CMPalaniswami,whoisalso

a joint coordinator in the
AIADMK,saidhismeetingswith
Shah andModiwere not to dis-
cusspoliticsbuttoseekfundsfor
severaldevelopmentprojectsin
Tamil Nadu. He said he had in-
vited PM Modi to inaugurate

several completed projects and
laythefoundationfornewones.
“He has acceptedmy invitation
andsaidhewouldbecoming to
Tamil Nadu,” said CM
Palaniswami.
On Tuesday, The Indian

Expresshadreported that there
were talks going on between
Sasikala’s nephew TTV
Dhinakaran and the BJP leader-
ship about thepossibility of the
Sasikalafaction—rununderthe
banner of Amma Makkal
Munnetra Kazhagam (AMMK)
andledbyDhinakaran—joining
AIADMK. Both Dhinakaran and
the BJP leadership had sup-
ported the ideaas itwouldhelp
strengthen the AIADMK-BJP al-
liance in the state. Sections in
AIADMK aswell as BJP believe
that Dhinakaran’s influence in
the southern districts and the
deltaregionswillbebeneficialto

the alliance. His party had gar-
nereda4%vote share in the last
Assemblypolls.
A senior AIADMKminister

said Palaniswami’s statement
was against reports of taking
SasikalaandDhinakaranbackto
theparty.“ButchancesofAMMK
joining AIADMK-BJP alliance
can’tbe ruledout,”hesaid.
HesaidCMPalaniswamihas

strong reservations about the
ideaofunitingwithSasikalafac-
tionasmanySasikalaloyalistsin
the AIADMKmight start sup-
portingherafterpolls.
“He has no absolute control

overthepartybutrunstheshow
for having a government in his
hand.Atthesametime,hemight
agreewiththeideaofstrikingan
alliancewithDhinakaranasBJP-
RSS leaderships have been
favouring the idea to defeat
DMK,” theminister said.

EKPalaniswami;
(right)VKSasikala

Sasikala won’t come back to AIADMK: EPS

CMMamataBanerjeeatarally inPuruliaonTuesday.Express
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CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday called BJP
“more dangerous than the
Maoists”andaccusedthepartyof
makingfalsepromisestothepeo-
plebeforeelectionsandthenvan-
ishingafterwinning.
The Trinamool Congress

(TMC)chiefalsosaidthatshewas
notperturbedbydefectionsinher
party,saying“politics isasolemn
ideologyandphilosophyandone
cannotchangethesethingsevery-
daylikeclothes”.
Addressing a rally in Purulia,

BanerjeehitoutattheBJP,which
wonalltheLokSabhaseatsinthe
district during the 2019 general
elections.
“YouallvotedfortheBJPinthe

LokSabhaelections,butdoesyour
MPvisityou?Havetheygivenyou
anything? Theywillmake false
promisesbeforetheelectionsand
once it’s over, theywill flee,” she
said,addingthattribalswerealso
misled by theBJP in the last Lok
Sabhaelections.
“InBengal,BJPismoreseenin

media than on the ground. The
party is using IT (Information
Technology) to scare and intimi-
date theOpposition. They have
created WhatsApp groups to
spread fakenews.BJP is farmore
dangerous than Maoists,”
Banerjeehitout.
BanerjeesaidtheMaoistshave

comeback to themainstream in
thestateandthathergovernment
has given them jobs as special

home guards. The TMC has in-
ducted ChhatradharMahato, a
former leader ofMaoist-backed
People’s Committee Against
Police Atrocities (PCAPA), who
was a pivotal figure during the
Lalgarhmovement in the tribal-
dominated Junglemahal area at
theendoftheerstwhileLeftFront
ruleinthestate.
Mahato was set free in

Februarylastyearbythestategov-
ernmentfollowingareductionin
hislifetermto10yearsbyCalcutta
HighCourtforhisgoodconduct.
Allegingthat BJPleadershave

insulted Birsa Munda, the
Trinamoolchiefmockedtheparty
fornotabletocorrectlypronounce
“Bangla”. “They say Bangal, but
they are kangal (destitute) for
votes,”sheadded.
With Trinamool MLAs and

leaders joining the BJP ahead of
thepolls,Banerjeecall thedeser-
tions“goodriddance”.
“Thosewhowant to join BJP

cango,butwewillneverbowour
heads to it... Politics is a solemn
ideology, philosophy; one can
change clothes daily but not the
ideologies,”shesaid.
She said thosewhohave left

the partywould have disturbed
the organisation had they re-
mained in it. “There are three
typesof people inpolitics– lobhi
(greedy),bhogi (thosewhoenjoy
power)andtyagi(abstainersfrom
indulgence),”shesaid.
Dismissingprojectionsinpre-

poll surveys, she claimed that
“lies”arebeingdishedoutonbe-
hestof theBJP.

WITHPTIINPUTS

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

WITH THE budget session of
ParliamentsettostartonJanuary
29, Lok Sabha SpeakerOmBirla
said bothHouseswill have five-
hoursessionseachwithQuestion
HourandZeroHour.RajyaSabha
willsitfrom9amto2pm,andLok
Sabhafrom4pmto9pm.
OnJanuary29,PresidentRam

NathKovindwill address a joint
session of Parliament in the
CentralHall,forwhichMPswillbe
seatedalso in the LokSabhaand
RajyaSabhachambers.LokSabha
willsit30minutesafterthepres-
identialaddress for thetablingof
the presidential address and

Economic
Survey. Rajya
Sabha will sit
later for the
same.
The Union

Budget will be
presented at 11
amonFebruary
1inLokSabha.
Birla, who

announced details about the
budget session onTuesday, also
said the subsidyonParliament's
canteen food served toMPs and
othershasbeenstopped.Fromthe
budgetsession,theIndiaTourism
DevelopmentCorporation(ITDC)
will handle canteens in
Parliament in place of Northern
Railways.Thefoodinthecanteen
will be sold at actual cost,while
earlier itwassubsidisedupto80
percent.
Thebudgetsessionwillbreak

forarecessonFebruary15tomeet
againonMarch8.Thebudgetses-
sion is scheduled to concludeon
April8.
During themonsoon session

heldduringtheCovidpandemic,
whichwas cut short, eachhouse
sat for four hours and had no
questionhour.
PrivateMembers' business,

which usually takes place on
Fridayafternoons,wasnot taken
upduring themonsoon session
andhasmadeacomeback in the
budgetsession.

OmBirla

NewDelhi:UnionMinisterKiren
Rijijuwill be holding additional
chargeof theMinistryofAYUSH,
a press communique from the
RashtrapatiBhavansaidTuesday.
“ThePresidentof India,asad-

vised by the PrimeMinister, has
directedthatduringthehospital-
ization and treatment of Shri
Shripad YessoNaik,Minister of
State (Independent Charge) of
Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and
Naturopathy,Unani, Siddha, and
Homeopathy (AYUSH); and
Minister of State inMinistry of
Defence, following a road acci-
dent, his portfolio related to
MinistryofAYUSH,betemporar-
ily assigned to Shri Kiren Rijiju,
Minister of State (Independent
Charge)inadditiontohisexisting
portfolios,” the press commu-
niquesaid. ENS

Rijiju to hold
addl charge of
AYUSH ministry

BJP more dangerous
than Maoists: Mamata
‘Thosewhowant to joinBJPcango,but
wewillneverbowourheads to it...’

New Delhi
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CX0 ´fi0 ´ffUSX MÑfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f dÕX.
BÊ-d³fdUQf Af¸fa{¯f Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·fUe R ¸fûÊa/
NZIZ QfS/I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfaÀ±ffAûa ÀfZ dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f
¸f¯OÕ ¸fZSN IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f I f¹fûË W Z°fb ¸fûWS
¶f³Q BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZa BÊ-´fûM ÊÕ
(www.etender.up.nic.in) ´fS Qû ·ff¦fûa
¸fZa Afa¸fd{°f I e þf°fe W`aÜ IÈ ´f¹ff dUÀ°fÈ°f
þf³fI fSe, OfC³fÕûO, ²fSûWS SfdVf EUa d³fdUQf
´fi´f{ Vfb»I þ¸ff I S³fZ °f±ff A³¹f ÀfaVfû²f³fûa EUa
BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffaI °fI dUÀ°ffS
AfdQ IZ Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZa
www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS Õfg¦f Af³f
I SZaÜ d³fdUQf IYf dUUSX¯f d³f¸³f ´fiIYfSX WX`: BÊ-
d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff, I f¹fÊ I f dUUS¯f, d³fdUQf IZ
´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f JbÕ³fZ I e dQ³ffaI , ²fSûWS SfdVf EUa
d³fdUQf I f ¸fc»¹f (I S ÀfdW°f) I û Ii ¸f ¸fZa ´fPÞf
þf¹fZÜ 1. MXe-117/20-21:- dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f
J¯O-dõ°fe¹f ¸fZSN IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f C´fJ¯O-´fi±f¸f,
ÀfS²f³ff A²fe³f dUd·f³³f 132 IZ 0Ue0 ÕfB³fûa IZ
Ufd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ dQ³ffaI
20.02.2021, ø . 8,000.00/- ø . 1180.00/
2. MXe-118/20-21:- dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-
dõ°fe¹f ¸fZSN IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f C´fJ¯O-°fÈ°fe¹f, ¨fSÕf
IZ A²fe³f dUd·f³³f 132 IZ 0Ue0 ÕfB³fûa IZ
Ufd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ dQ³ffaI
20.02.2021, ø . 7,000.00/- ø .
1180.00/- 3. MXe-119/20-21:- dUôb°f
´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O ¶fOü°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ 0Ue0
C´fIZ ³Qi WfBÊd¶fiO d³fS´fbOf IZ Ufd¿fÊI Af²ffS ´fS
´fdS¨ffÕ³f ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ dQ³ffaI
19.01.2021, ø . 18,000.00/- ø .
1770.00/ 4. MXe-120/20-21:- dUôb°f
´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O ¶fOü°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 04 ³f¦f 220
IZ 0Ue0 ÕfB³fûa IZ Ufd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f ÀfZ
Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ dQ³ffaI 20.02.2021, ø .
14,000.00/- ø . 1770.00/- 5. MXe-
121/20-21:- dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O ¶fOü°f IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f 09 ³f¦f 132 IZ 0Ue0 ÕfB³fûa IZ Ufd¿fÊI
A³fbSÃf¯f ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ dQ³ffaI
20.02.2021, ø . 16,000.00/-,ø .
1770.00/- 6. MXe-122/20-21:- dUôb°f
´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O ¶fOü°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 04 ³f¦f 132
IZ 0Ue0 ÕfB³fûa IZ Ufd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f ÀfZ
Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊ Ü dQ³ffaI 20.02.2021, ø .
10,000.00/- ø . 1180.00/ A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹fa°ff, dUôb°f ´ffSXZ¿f¯f ¸f¯OXÕX, 130-Oe,
kk´ffS Z¿f¯f ·fU³fll dU¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIYÊ, ¸fZSXNXÜ
kkSfáÑdW°f ¸fZa D þfÊ ¶f¨ff¹fZall ´f{faI 166
d½f.´ff.¸f./¸fZSN dQ³ffaI 19/01/21

U.P. POWER TRANSMISSION
CORPORATION LTD. E-

Tender Notice Online e-Bids are
invited for “Supply of 02 Nos. 125
MVAR Reactor and 02 Nos. 1.5
MVAR NGR” against Tender Specn.
No. ESD-8/157. E-tender uploaded
on 16.01.2021 on website
https://etender.up.nic.in. EMD
Cost for the tender is Rs. 7.10 Lacs
and tender fee of Rs. 11,800.00 will
be deposited through RTGS/NEFT.
Last date for submission of tender is
15.02.2021 at 16:00 Hrs and
opening of part-1 is 17.02.2021 at
16:00 Hrs. Total Quantity, tender
specification and other terms and
conditions is as per tender
document available on the e-tender
portal. Undersigned reserve the
right to cancel the e-Bids without
assigning any reason. Corrigendum,
Addendum, Extension if any, shall
be uploaded only on the above
website. Bidders are advised to visit
the website regularly for updated
information from time to time.
Superintending Engineer, Electy.
765/400kV Substation Design
Circle, 11th floor, Shakti Bhawan
Extn., 14-Ashok Marg, Lucknow.
Àfa.-40/BÊ.EÀf.Oe.-8/157/III dQ³ffaI : 18, ªf³f½fSe 2021

DISTRICT HEATTH & FAMITY
WELFARE SOCIETY, FARIDABAD

SHORT TERM NOTICE

Requirement of Specialist Doctors for

Specialist services in Urban Area

Application are invited for empanelment of
specialist doctors (Gynecologist, Pediatrician,
Physician, Psychiatrist, Skin specialist,
Ophthalmologist, ENT, RKSK Counselor) for
specialist services in Urban areas for UPHC
Hari Vihar, UPHC Dabua, UPHC Partapgarh,
UPHC Saran & UPHC Shiv Durga Vihar under
National Urban Health Mission for evening
hours (2.00 PM to 6.00 PM) once in a week by
each specialist in selected UPHC’s. The spe-
cialist doctor will be paid only Rs. 4000 per
visit. Empanelment is upto 31.01.2021 which
may be extended with permission of MD, NHM
Panchkula. The last date for submission of
application in the O/o Civil Surgeon,
Faridabad is 25.01.2021.

Sd/-
Secretary cum Dy. Civil Surgeon, NHM

For chairman cum District Health & Family
welfare society,

Faridabad
1472/4/HRY

Corrigendum
Owing to administrative reasons,
the date and time of submission of
bid and opening of bid in respect of
following work is hereby extended
as below:
Name of work: SITC of 2000 kg
capacity Goods Lift at Delhi RMS,
Delhi. NIT No: 70/EE/PED/ND/
NIT/ 2020-21 dated 28-12-2020.
Last date and time of
submission of bid is extended to
27-01-2021 up to 15:00 hours.
Date and time of opening of bid:
27.01.2021 at 15.30 hours.
All other terms and conditions of
NIT shall remain same. Bid forms
and other details can be obtained
from the website https//:dopcivil.
euniwizarde. com

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (E),

Postal Electrical Division,
New Delhi

DEPARTMENT OF POSTS
NOTICE INVITING

e-TENDER

Office of Director General, Medical Education and Training, Uttar Pradesh
6th Floor, Jawahar Bhawan, Ashok Marg, Lucknow (UP)-226001.

Email:- dgmededu@gmail.com Phone: 0522-2287653
Website: www.updgme.in Fax: 0522-2288193
No:- ME-2/2021/205 Lucknow: Dated: 19 Jan, 2021

Advertisement For the Post of Principal
Applications are invited on prescribed format from Indian Nationals for the post of Principal (one
post), Autonomous State Medical College, Pratapgarh having the following educational
qualifications and experience-
1- Age:- The candidate must have attained the minimum age of 50 years and maximum age of

62 years on the 01st July, 2021.
2- He shall be a person of eminent medical and administrative experience. Principal shall hold

office for 3 years or till he attains the age of 65 years whichever is earlier. Provided that, the
tenure of the Principal may be further extended by two years or till he attains the age of 65
years, whichever is earlier, if his performance is found to be satisfactory by the State
Government.

3- Educational Qualifications:-
“He shall possess the recognized postgraduate medical qualification and other academic
qualifications from a recognized institution with a minimum of ten years’ teaching experience
as Professor/ Associate Professor/ Reader in a medical College/ Institutes, out of which at
least five years should be as Professor in a department.
Preference for this appointment will be given to the Head of the Department of medical
college/ Institute.”
Or as prescribed by the MCI or NMC from time to time.

4- Pay Scale:-
For the post of Principal the scale of pay would be Academic Level-14, Entry pay- Rs.
1,44,200/- which has been fixed for principal of Government Medical Colleges as pay and
allowances etc by the State Government.

5- Application Fee:-
A demand draft of Rs. 500/- (Rs. Five Hundred only) payable in favour of “Director General
Medical Education and Training, U.P. Lucknow” is mandatory as application fee.
Interested Candidates are invited to send their application on prescribed format
(downloadable from www.updgme.in) along with certificates latest by 05:00 pm on Date
12 Feb, 2021 to the Office of Director General, Medical Education and Training. U.P.
Lucknow only by registered/speed post.

Applications received after due date and time because of any reason what so ever and
incomplete applications would not be taken into consideration.

Sd/-
Director General

UPID-159115 Dt. 19.01.2021
www.upgov.nic.in

ADVERTISEMENT
The applications are invited from the citizens of India for

the post of Members of the Haryana Water Resources
(Conservation, Regulation & Management) Authority under
Section 3 of the Haryana Water Resources Act, 2020.

The detailed advertisement including the qualification,
experience and other details are available at the
http://hid.gov.in & https://hwra.org.in. Last date for submis-
sion of the application is 05.02.2021. Applicants who have
already applied need not to apply again.

Sd/-
Addl. Chief Secretary,
I&W.R. Deptt., Haryana

1469/7/HRY

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY19

TASTING ELECTORAL success for the first
time inMaharashtra, AamAadmi Party-
backedcandidateswon96seatsinthestate
grampanchayatpolls,theresultsforwhich
were announced on Tuesday. The AAP-
backed candidates had contested in 300
seats in13districtsofMaharashtra.
Callingita“spectaculardebut”,theparty

said that 50per cent of itswinning candi-
dateswerewomen.“Wewillworktowards
empoweringourelectedrepresentativesto
demonstrate the transformative role that
governancecanplayinthesevillagesbymak-
ing themexamples ofmodel villages,” said
DhananjayShinde,AAP’sstatesecretary.
Thepartywon41grampanchayatseats

inNagpur, itshighestinadistrict, followed
by14inBuldhanaandnineinChandrapur.
It alsowon seats in Latur, Solapur,Nashik,
Gondia, Palghar, Hingoli, Ahmednagar,
Jalna,YavatmalandBhandaradistricts.
“At Dabkyal village in Latur, we have

won a panel bywinning five of the seven
seats. Itwillbeourgrampanchayat in that
village. In another village inNagpur, of the
nineseats,BJP,AAPandunopposedcandi-
dateswonthreeseatseach.Weare intalks

withtheunopposedcandidates...adecision
is likely tomorrow,” said Ajinkya Shinde,
presidentofAamAadmiYouthWing.
TheArvindKejriwal-ledparty,perceived

widelyasanurbanalternativetotraditional
parties,saidinastatement:“Itvindicatesour
position andproves that people across the
country are yearning for change and good
governance...Ourgovernment inDelhihas
setthebarforwhatgoodgovernancemeans
anditistimethattheDelhimodelofdevel-
opmentisemulatedacrossMaharashtra.”
“Henceforth, wewill participate in all

localelections.Therightway is togo local.
Whereverwe havewon grampanchayat
seats, wewill fight from those talukas in
the zilla parishad elections,” said Preeti
SharmaMenon,national executivemem-
berandAAPspokesperson.
After its2014LokSabhapolldebacle in

Maharashtra,thepartyhadcontestedafew
seats in theAssemblypolls held the same
year.“Wehadn'treallycontestedanyelec-
tionsince,” saidMenon.
AAP, which is set to contest civic polls

inMumbai in 2022, is also preparing for
upcoming municipal polls in Kalyan-
Dombivli, Kolhapur and Aurangabad, she
added. “This is only the beginning.... We
hopetofurtherconsolidateourpositionin
the localbodypolls,”Menonsaid.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JANUARY19

THE ANDHRA Pradesh High
Court onWednesday quashed
casesfiledbytheCIDallegingin-
sidertradinginlandtransactions
— during the tenure of the
TeluguDesamParty—beforethe
region between Krishna and
Gunturdistrictswasdeclaredas
theAmaravatiCapitalRegion.
TheCIDhadallegedthatsev-

eral TDPministers, leaders, and
partymembers had prior infor-
mationthattheregionwouldbe
declared as the new capital and
purchased vast tracts of land at
low prices. It alleged that once
the regionwasdeclaredas capi-
tal,thelandpricesincreasedand
thosewhohadpurchased lands
benefitedduetotheriseinprices.
The CID had filed a case

againstTDPorganisingsecretary
Kilaru Rajesh accusing him of
heading the insider trade ring. It
filed at least 20 cases accusing
TDPleadersandrealestatedevel-
opers close to the TDP, accusing
themofhavingpriorinformation
aboutthelocationofthenewcap-
italandindulginginlanddeals.
Rajesh had approached the

HighCourtalleging itwasa false
case by YSRCP leaders. “The YS-
RCPgovernment ismaking false
claimsandtakingrevengeagainst

thosewhosoldland,”hesaid.
“Information relating to the

location of capital is verymuch
in thepublicdomain,” thecourt
said while quashing the CID
cases. It said several others be-
sides the petitioners bought
property in the area “probably
on account of the information
that is available to them in the
publicdomain”.
It said the new government

was formedonJune9,2014and
“immediately after the swear-
ing-in ceremony, the thenChief
Minister declared publicly that
the capital city is going to come
within the Krishna district and
theGunturdistrictbythesideof
theKrishnariver”.
Thecourtdismissedthegov-

ernment counsel’s charge that
thethenTDPgovernmentleaked
informationtoaselect fewpeo-
ple and that it amounted to in-
sider trading. Dismissing the
cases, the court asked how the
government could file cases
“without any complaint from
the landsellers”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JANUARY19

A LOCAL court in Lucknow sent
former Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) leader Naseemuddin
Siddiqui and BSP leader Ram
AchalRajbhartojudicialcustody
onTuesday. Theyhad appeared
beforethecourtseekingbail ina
case lodgedagainst themforal-
legedly making indecent re-
marks during a protest at
Hazratganjpolicestationareain
Lucknowin2016.
The accusedwereprotesting

againstobjectionableremarksal-

legedlymade by then BJP state
vice-president Daya Shankar
SinghagainstBSPchiefMayawati
while speaking topartyworkers
at a meeting in Mau. Daya
Shankarhad sparkedoutrageby
allegedly accusingMayawati of
sellingparty election tickets.His
wife Swati Singh is aminister in
theAdityanathgovernment.
Siddiqui has now joined the

Congressand isamemberof the
UPCongressAdvisoryCommittee.
OnMonday,thecourthaddi-

rectedattachmentofRajbharand
Siddiqui’spropertiesaftertheac-
cused, despite several sum-
monses,didnotappearbeforeit.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY19

THE DECLARATION of results of the
grampanchayatpollsinMaharashtra
onTuesdaytriggeredclaimsofvictory
byrivalpoliticalparties,withboththe
BJPandNCPclaimingtohavebagged
themost number of wins in a hard
foughtandtightcontestbetweenfour
contenders, the other two being the
ShivSenaandCongress.
However,thethreeconstituentsof

the rulingMaha Vikas Aghadi coali-
tion— Shiv Sena, NCP and Congress
—haveacombinedtotalofmorewins
than theBJP.
Results for13,769grampanchay-

ats were announced on Tuesday,
which showedBJP aheadwith 3,263
wins, followed by NCP (2,999), Shiv
Sena (2,808)andCongress (2,151).
TheMNSwon 38 and others, in-

cluding local groups, bagged 2,510.
AAPmadeitsdebutwith96of itscan-
didateswinning.
But as gram panchayat elections

are not fought on party symbols, the
final tally could change, with antici-
pated deals over the next few days
with Independent winning candi-
dates and panels or village level
groups fuelling rival claims.
The big four have started the

processofwooingsuchgroupsaswell
asIndependentstoincreasetheirtally
andgetanedge in thesarpanchelec-
tions ahead, the dates for which are
yet tobeannounced.
State Minister for Rural

DevelopmentHassanMushriff saida
drawwouldbeheldwithineightto10
days to choose villages where the
sarpanchwill be fromreserved cate-
gory.“Sarpanchelectionswillbeheld
after that,”headded.
Withat leastaweek inhand,par-

ties are busy drawing uppossible al-
liances.
StateNCPpresidentJayantPatilas-

serted, “TheNCP is the single largest
partywith3,276grampanchayats.”
Dismissing identical claims from

the BJP, he said, “They don’t account
foreven20percentof the totalgram

panchayats. Almost 80per centhave
beencapturedbyMahaVikasAghadi
constituents —NCP 3,276, Congress
1,938 and Shiv Sena 2,406. The BJP
wononly2,942grampanchayats.”
Based on these figures, the NCP,

Congress and Sena add up to 9,070
grampanchayats.However,toensure
that the coalitionworks perfectly at
grampanchayatsisataskforallthree
parties. Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawarmadeanappealforsinkingdif-
ferencestoworkforthesakeofvillage
development.
Asserting its claim, theBJP issued

an official statement followed by a
briefing at its headquarters by state
partymedia cell in charge Vishwas
Pathak.Heclaimedthatthepartyhad
won5,721grampanchayats.
“Theresultsareverysatisfying.We

have been able to retain our hold in
grampanchayatswhencompared to
the2015polls,"hesaid.
TheShivSena,reconciledtonum-

ber three position, did not
contestagainsttheNCPorBJP-backed
candidates.
The Congress, relegated to fourth

position, insistedithadfaredonapar
with the NCP. Party leader and
MinisterNitinRautsaid,“WegaveBJP
atoughfight inVidarbha...This is just
the beginning. Hereafter, Congress
willovertakeBJP insuccessivepolls.”

AAP enters rural politics: In 96
seats, party-backed nominees win

MAHARASHTRA INSIDERTRADINGCASES

Info in public domain,
no complaint: Andhra
HC quashes cases
against TDP leaders

‘Indecent remarks’: Cong’s
Siddiqui, BSP’s Rajbhar
sent to judicial custody

BJP, NCP both claim victory
in gram panchayat elections

BJP’sDiweshBhagatcelebrates
afterhiswin,atPanvel inNavi
Mumbai.NarendraVaskar

CIDhadfiledacase
againstTDPleader
KilaruRajeshaccusing
himofheadingthe
insidertradering

New Delhi



INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED STUDY IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
An Autonomous Institute under Department of Science and Technology,

Govt. of India,
Paschim Boragaon, Garchuk, Guwahati-781035

Advt. No: 273 Date: 01.01.2021
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Segmentation of NH
over 100 km as strategy
to avoid green clearances
cannot be adopted: SC

ELECTRONICWASTE-MANAGEMENT

First arrest in Madhya
Pradesh under new
anti-conversion law
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHOPAL, JANUARY19

INTHEfirstsuchcaseinthestate
under the newly enacted
Freedomof ReligionOrdinance
2020, police have arrested a 25-
year-oldMuslimmaninMadhya
Pradesh's Barwani district fol-
lowingacomplaintbya22-year-
oldwoman.
Thecomplainantallegedthat

SohailMansuri, whoworked as
a driver, identified himself as
Sunnytobefriendherandprom-
ised hermarriage. As she began
avoiding him after coming to
know about his real identity,
Mansuri followed her to her
workplace and abused and
threatenedher, thewomansaid
in her complaint to the Kotwali
policestationonSunday.
Accordingtopoliceinvestiga-

tion,Mansurimetthewomanin
Palsud block. Palsud police sta-
tion in-charge Ranjana Thakur
said the two became friends in
2016 butMansuri had allegedly
not revealed his identity. It was

only recently that thewoman–
who had given consent tomar-
riage – learnt that he was a
Muslimandthathewasalready
marriedwithtwochildren.After
coming to knowof this, she be-
ganavoidinghim.
The woman moved from

Palsudblock toBarwani about a
yearagobutMansuri continued
to harass her by following her
and allegedly blackmailing her.
The woman then approached
Kotwalipolicestationwhereher
statement was recorded by
Inspector-in-charge Rajesh
Yadav.
Yadav said, “We registered

theoffenceandarrestedMansuri
and then transferred the case to
Palsudpolicestation.”Anoffence
was registered under Sections
376,294,323,506of theIPCand
Sections3and5of theFreedom
to Religion Ordinance 2020,
which came into effect from
January9.
Under the new law, forcing

religiousconversionattracts1-5
years of imprisonment and a
minimumfineofRs25,000.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

HUGE GAPS in compliance of
electronic waste-management
rules show authorities' lack of
concernforhealthofthecitizens,
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT)hassaid inarecentorder.
Stating therewasacleargov-

ernancedeficitonthesubject,the
principalbenchoftheNGThead-
edbychairperson JusticeAdarsh
KumarGoel ordered that scien-
tificdisposalofe-wasteshouldbe
ensuredasperrules.Thedirection
wasissuedtocentralandallstate
pollutioncontrolboards.
“Environmentalcrimesareas

serious, if notmore, as cases of
assaultsbutthereisnoadequate
action...Unfortunately,itappears
that violation of environmental
lawisnot thepriority. Suchneg-
lect can prove very costly,” the
benchnotedwhilehearingappli-
cations on unscientific disposal
of e-wasteonJanuary15.
“For petty benefit of retriev-

ingmetals etc, the poor labour
class isengaged inburningelec-
tronicwiresorotherwastetothe
detriment of their own health
and also the health of others
whichisnotbeingdulychecked...
Constant vigilance is required.
Liability ofmanufacturers is not
beingenforced,” thebenchsaid.
In 2018, the environment

ministry had told the tribunal
that 95 per cent of e-waste in
India is recycledby the informal
sectorandscrapdealersunscien-
tifically dispose it by burning or
dissolving it inacids.

DatasharedbyCentralPolluti-
onControlBoard(CPCB)withthe
NGTshowsIndiageneratedmore
than10lakhtonnesofe-wastein
2019-20, an increase from7 lakh
tonnes in 2017-18. Against this,
thee-wastedismantlingcapacity
hasnotbeenincreasedfrom7.82
lakhtonnessince2017-18.
“Wedirect that further steps

be now taken for scientific en-
forcement of E-WasteManage-
mentRules,2016(EWMR)inthe
light of the reports of the CPCB
andtheOversightCommitteefor
the State of Uttar Pradesh,” the
bench said. It also noted gaps in
collectiontargets,astheamount
of e-waste collected in 2017-18
was over 25,000 tonnes against
a target of 35,000 tonnes. In the
following year, the target was
1.54 lakh tonnes against which
78,000tonneswascollected.
In a report submitted to the

NGTinNovember,theOversight
Committee had said Uttar
Pradeshmust ensure allocation
of proper space to existing and
upcoming industrial units for e-
wastedismantlingandrecycling.
“Illegalrecyclingandprocess-

ingof e-waste is concentrated in
afewhotspotsinthestate.Seela-
mpur inNewDelhi is a hub, and
Loni, Baghpat andMoradabad in
UPare thehotspots.Weneed to
stepupenforcement of e-waste
management rules in thesehot-
spots, combining local enforce-
mentwithsupervisionfromtask
forcetoobviatelocalvestedinter-
ests,” theOversight Committee
hadsaid.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Appears that violation
of environmental law is
not priority, says NGT

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,JANUARY19

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Tuesday directed the police to
escort awoman,whoappeared
beforeit,tothedestinationofher
choice,observingthatshewasa
“major”,“freetomoveasperher
ownwish”and thatherparents
couldnotcurtailher freedom.
Thecourtsaidthiswhiledis-

posing a Habeas Corpus plea
filedbyanMBAstudentseeking
that a 23-year-old woman,
whom hewished tomarry, be
producedbeforethecourt,asshe
had been illegally detained by
herparentsbecausethetwobe-
longedtodifferent faiths.
A division bench of Justice S

S Shinde and Justice Manish
Pitale passed the order after
hearing the plea filed through
advocateANKazi,whoclaimed
that his client and the woman
had been in a relationship for
nearly fiveyearsandwereplan-
ningtogetmarriedafterhecom-
pletedtheMBAcourse.Thepeti-
tionerclaimedthatthewoman’s
parentswere against their rela-

tionshipand that shewas in “il-
legal custody and detention” of
her father.
Kazi said that on December

16,2020,whenhisclienthadap-
proached the Mumbai Police
seekinghelptoreunitehimwith
the woman, the parents had
forcibly takenher awayandnot
allowedher tohaveanycontact
withtheman,promptinghimto
movecourt.
In an earlier hearing, theHC

had directed the police to pro-
duce thewoman before it. She
wasproducedbefore thebench
on Tuesday. The HC interacted
with the woman, who con-
firmedthatshehasbeeninare-
lationship with the petitioner
andthatshewasagraduate.She
added that they intended to get
married and as she is 23 years
old, shewants to live her life as
perherwish.

Theparents,whowerepres-
ent in the court, did not dispute
their daughter's age and were
silentaboutherwishtolivewith
the petitioner, who was also
questionedby thecourt.
The bench said, “Since the

woman has been produced be-
forethiscourt,thepurposeof fil-
ing this petition has been satis-
fied.Thefactsofthecaseindicate
that the parents oppose her re-
lationship with the petitioner
and it is perhaps, in this back-
ground,shewasallegedlytaken
awaybythem,asallegedbyher.”
Disposingtheplea,thebench

noted, “Be thatas itmay,wedis-
poseofthispetitioninviewofthe
fact that (thewoman) has been
producedbeforethiscourtbythe
police.Sincethewomanisadmit-
tedlyamajoragedabout23years
old,sheisfreetomoveasperher
ownwish.”
“Nevertheless,asper there-

quest made by her, the police
officer fromThane,whoispres-
ent in the court, is directed to
ensure that the woman is es-
corted fromthecourtpremises
to the destination that she de-
sires,” it added.

HC relief for inter-faith couple:
‘Woman free to move as per wish’

BombayHighCourt
wasdisposingahabeas
corpuspleafiledbyan
MBAstudent

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

THE SUPREME COURT on Tuesday ruled against
segmentation of national highway projects ex-
tending over 100 km into smaller packages to
avoid environment impact assessment.
A bench headed by Justice L Nageswara Rao,

however, said it is not an expert on the issue and
asked the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change to set up an expert committee to
examine if such segmentation was permissible

and, if so, under what
circumstance.
Setting aside a

Madras High Court or-
der, the bench also
comprising Justices
Hemant Gupta and
Ajay Rastogi said there
is no requirement for
securing environmen-
tal clearances for ex-
panding NH 45-A
Villuppuram-

NagapattinamHighway(extending179.555kmin
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry) as land acquisition
isnotmore than40monexistingalignmentsand
60mon realignments or by-passes.
“Having held that... segmentation of a project

cannot be adopted as a strategy to avoid environ-
mentalclearanceimpactassessment, thequestion
that arises iswhether segmentation of a national
highway beyond 100km is impermissible under
any circumstance. Aswe lack the expertise of de-
ciding upon this issue, we are of the considered
view that an expert committee should examine
the permissibility of segmentation,” the bench
said.

Benchasked
Ministryof
Environmentto
setupanexpert
panel toexamine
if segmentation
waspermissible

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

REMEMBERING NETAJI
THECENTREhasdecidedtocelebratethe125thbirthanniver-
saryyearofNetajiSubhasChandraBoseonJanuary23thisyear
at a national and international level. A high-level committee
headedbyPrimeMinisterNarendraModihasbeenconstituted
todecidetheprogrammes,andtosupervisethecommemora-
tion.AccordingtoagovernmentnotificationissuedonTuesday,
the Centre has also decided to commemorate the January 23
ofeveryyearas“ParakramDiwas”tomarkNetaji’sbirthdayand
toinstill intheyouthpatriotism.Thedecisionscomerun-upto
theassemblyelectionsinWestBengalthisyear.

LOCAL PUSH
RAHULGANDHI,whohasbeentakingseveralmeasurestopro-
motethescenicbeautyandtalentsofhisWayanadconstituency,
hascomeupwithanovelidea.HisofficewelcomedtheNewYear
withacalendarwiththeconceptof 'OurWayanadu',thatbrings
outthepicturesqueandnot-so-knownspotsinhisconstituency.
Butthecalendarhasbecomeatalkingpointasitalsopresents12
selected local peoplewhohavemadeamark invarious fields.
Theyincludea70-year-oldtribalwomanwhoisanorganicfarmer
despite being physically challenged; awinner at the special
schoolchildren's festival; an international volleyball player; a
teacherwhomadelearningfunthroughsongs;aClass7student
whodevelopedasanitiservendingmachineandacartoonist.His
officeisnowpublishingthecalendarinEnglishandHinditoo.

A MESSAGE
ASTHEIndiancricketteamwontheTestmatchatGabba,lifting
theBorder-Gavaskar Trophy, CongressMPManickamTagore
tweeted:“WithoutseniorleadershipYoungteamcanwin–les-
sonstobelearnt.”Tagore,anMPfromTamilNadu,isconsidered
amemberofRahulGandhi'steam.HeisalsotheAICCin-charge
ofTelangana.Hiscommentperhapshadpoliticalovertonesand,
if ithad,manywerewonderingwhetheritwasinthecontextof
Congressatthenationallevel,giventheyoungversusoldtussle
thatthepartyoftenwitnessed,oraboutTamilNadu.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

LAUNCHINGAscathingattackon
thegovernment,seniorCongress
leaderRahulGandhionTuesday
saidthethreefarmlawswhichit
hadenactedwasnotan isolated
developmentbutpartofalarger
design by the government to
handoverkeyareastoahandful
ofbigcorporatesandcreatemas-
sive monopolies which he ar-
guedwillimpactthemiddleclass
andtheyouth.
Addressing a physical press

conference, his first at the
Congressheadquarters since the
lockdown,Gandhi also attacked
thegovernmentovertheChinese
aggression, saying it has no
“strategicvision”.
Gandhi said a tragedy is un-

folding in the country. “I amnot
justtalkingaboutthefarmers...we
haveseenitwhenitcomestoair-
ports, infrastructure,power, tele-
com,retail.,”hesaid.
“Three, fourorfivepeopleare

now owning this country. This
country is nowownedby a lim-
itedsmallgroupofpeople,whoI
termascronycapitalistswhohave
a close relationship with the
PrimeMinisterandwhoprovide
the PrimeMinisterwithmedia
support...”hesaid.Agriculture,the
lastbastionwhichwasprotected
from monopoly, is now being

overrun,hesaid.
Gandhi said itwas a tragedy

that the country itself is not able
tounderstandthedepthofwhatis
happening.“Threeorfourwillbe
abletostoremillionsandmillions
oftonnesofwheat,riceandother
essential commodities and the
middleclasswillbepayingprices
that you have never imagined...
Thisisnotanassaultonthefarm-
ers,thisisanassaultonthemiddle
class, this is an assault on every
single youngster in the country
whoisnotgoingtogetajob.”
Askedaboutquestionsposed

byBJPpresidentJPNadda,target-
inghimandhisparty,Gandhisaid,
“IsJPNaddamyprofessor?...Ishe
India’sprofessororteacher?...Ian-
swertothecountry.”
Askedabout the controversy

over the purportedWhatsApp
conversations between Arnab
Goswami and former CEO of
Broadcast Audience Research
Council ParthoDasgupta,hesaid
theRepublic TVeditorhadbeen
givensensitiveandtopsecretde-
fencerelatedinformationbyeither
thePrimeMinisterorthetopfour
people – theDefenceMinister,
HomeMinister,NSAand theAir
Forcechief –andargued itwasa
criminalact.Hedemandedanin-
vestigationsaying “givingofficial
secretinformationtoajournalistis
acriminalact, bothonthepartof
thepersonwhoaccepteditandon
thepartofthepersonwhogaveit”.
The Congress is planning to

build heat on the government
overtheissue. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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UNIONMINISTERandseniorBJP
leader Prakash Javadekar on
Tuesday targetedRahul Gandhi
andsaidthatthe“Congressdoes-
n’twant talks between farmers
and the government to be suc-
cessful”.
“TodayCongress leaderRahul

Gandhiinauguratedabookcalled
'KhetikaKhoon'.Congresshasalot
of loveforthewordblood.'Khoon
kiDalali',theyhaveusedwordslike
thismanytimes.Iwanttoremind
thatyouaresayingkhetikakhoon
butyouhaveplayedabloodsport.
DuringPartition, lakhsof people
died... In 1984, three thousand
Sikhswereburnt alive inDelhi...
Thousandsofpeoplewerekilledin
Bhagalpur...Lakhsoffarmerscom-
mittedsuicide.Wastherenoblood
intheirbodies?Theydidthisdur-
ingCongress rule,” Javadekarsaid
atapressconference.
HesaidtheCongressdoesnot

want the talks between the
protesting farmers and govern-
ment to succeed. “What is the
Congressgamehere?Tomorrow
isthe10throundoftalksbetween
thefarmersandthegovernment.
Howtomakethatunsuccessfulat

allcosts.BecauseCongressdoesn’t
wantthatproblemsoffarmersbe
solved, or that talksbetween the
farmers and the government
shouldbesuccessful,”hesaid.
Earlier in the day, BJP presi-

dentJPNadda,takingtoTwitter,
accusedGandhiofdemotivating
the country in the fight against
Covid. Posing a series of ques-
tionstoGandhiaheadofhispress
conference, he also accused the
Congressofmisleadingthefarm-
ers. “Whenwill Congress stop
provokingandmisleadingfarm-
ers of India?Why did UPA stall
the Swaminathan Commission
report for years and did not in-
crease theMSP?Whydid farm-
ers remainpoor fordecadesun-
der Congress Governments?
Doeshefeel sympathy for farm-
ersonly inopposition?”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

INCOMMENTS thatmaybe rel-
evanttotheSupremeCourt-ap-
pointed committee to look into
issues related to the farm laws,
Chief Justice of India S A Bobde
Tuesdayobserved thataperson
willnotbedisqualifiedfrombe-
ingamemberofanycommittee
merelybecauseheorsheprevi-
ously held an opinion on the
subjectbeingconsideredby it.
“There issomeconfusionre-

gardingthelaw.Somebodymay
have an opinion before being
part of the committee but his
opinion can change. There is no
way that such a person cannot
bepartofthecommittee,”theCJI
observed during the hearing of

acasethatraisedthequestionof
inadequacies and inefficiencies
incriminal trial.
The comments come at a

time protesting farmers groups
have said that theywill not co-
operatewith the four-member
committee constituted by the
topcourtonJanuary12inanat-

tempt to find a solution to the
farmlawsissue,sayingitsmem-
bershad takenastand in favour
of the farmlaws in thepast.
OnWednesday,theSCbench

headedbytheCJIissettohearan
application by the Bharatiya
Kisan Union (Lok Shakti) seek-
ing reconstitutionof thepanel.

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

ALLPROVISIONSinthefarmlaws
areintheinterestsof thefarmers
andcriticshavenotstudiedthem
properly, Prime Minister
NarendraModitoldachurchdel-
egationthatmethimonTuesday.
Ifsomeonecanconvincehimoth-
erwise, he could considerwith-
drawingthem,thePrimeMinister
islearnttohavetoldthem.
A delegation of Cardinals—

MarGeorgeCardinalAlencherry
(Major Archbishop of the Syro-
MalabarChurch),CardinalOswald
Gracias, (Archbishopof Bombay
and President of CBCI), andHis
Beatitude Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis (Major Archbishop-
CatholicosoftheSyro-Malankara

CatholicChurch)—metModiand
appealed to him to resolve the
farmers issue taking theprotest-
ersconcernsintoaccount.
“Hisconcernwasthatevery-

oneisreadingabouttheprotests,
butpeopledonotgothroughthe
Bills,” Cardinal Cleemis told The
IndianExpressafterthemeeting.
Modi also handed over a

bookletonthelawstothecardi-
nalsduring theirmeeting.

The Catholic church leaders
also took up the issue of Father
StanSwamy,oneof the16rights
activists, lawyers,writersandac-
ademics arrested in the Bhima
Koregaoncaseandchargedwith
Maoistlinks.However,PMModi
said itwaspart of a probeby an
investigativeagencyandhisgov-
ernmenthas“limitations” in in-
terfering in the issue.
The Cardinals wanted the

PrimeMinister to invite Pope
Francis to India to whichModi
apparently said “it is a matter
which is inmindalso”.
Themeetingassumessignif-

icanceasitcomesatatimewhen
the BJP is trying to woo the
Christian community in Kerala,
astatethatgoestopoll later this
year. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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HOURS AFTER Congress leader
RahulGandhihitoutat thegov-
ernmentoverthereportedcon-
struction of a Chinese village in
Arunachal Pradesh, Unionmin-
ister Kiren Rijiju responded by
saying the area in questionwas
underChineseoccupationsince
theCongress’s regime.
Rijiju,theLokSabhaMember

fromArunachalWest, tweeted,
“Those locations you are refer-
ringtohavebeenunderChinese
occupationsincevery-verylong
Congress regime in India. How
cananational leader is ignorant
andunawareofsensitivefacts?”
The Ministry of External

Affairshadsaidinastatementon
Monday, “We have seen recent
reports on China undertaking
constructionworkalongthebor-
der areaswith India. China has
undertaken such infrastructure
constructionactivity in thepast
several years. In response, our
Governmenttoohassteppedup
border infrastructure including
the construction of roads,
bridgesetc,whichhasprovided
muchneededconnectivitytothe
local population along the bor-
der.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ASTHEgovernmentpreparesfor
another round of talks with
protesting farmersWednesday,
RSSNo. 2 andGeneral Secretary
of the organisation, SURESH
(BHAIYYAJI) JOSHI speaks to
RAVISH TIWARI and
DEEPTIMANTIWARY

Howdoyouseetheongoing
farmers'protestsagainstthe
newfarmlaws?
In a democracy, there are al-

waysmanysidesandeveryorgan-
isationhas its ownexpectations.
Generally,itisdifficulttofindcom-
monground. That’s howvarious
demands are raised. Thosewho
havetofulfilthesedemandshave
theirownlimitations.Itisnotpos-
sibletofulfilalldemands.Idonot
wanttocommentonwhetherde-
mandsarejustifiedorpracticable.
Democracy provides an op-

portunitytobothsides.Iconsider
both sides right (in) their place.
Agitators must consider that
whatevertheycangetthroughdi-
alogue,theymustaccept.Thegov-
ernmentmust think aboutwhat
more it can give. Agitations run
and theyendaswell. Soamove-
mentmust consider the space it
has, and thegovernment should
bemindful of its own. Because a
governmenthas tomakeseveral
provisions, it has limited space,
while those demanding have
more.
So it is important to find that

pointwhere the two sides can
agree and the agitation can end.
Anyagitation running for long is
notbeneficial.Nooneshouldhave
aproblemwith anagitation tak-
ing place. But amiddle ground
mustbefound.Anagitationdoes
not just affect people associated
with it, but also impacts society,

directlyorindirectly.Itisnotgood
forthehealthofsocietyforanyag-
itation to run for too long. So a
middlegroundmustbefoundand
bothsidesmustworktofindaso-
lution.

Butitappearsthegovernment
isnotsympathetictothe
demands.
Wheneveradiscussionisheld,

there can’t be an argument that
my position is non-
negotiable…The government is
repeatedlysayingwearereadyto
discuss, but (the protesters) are
saying any discussionwill take
place only after the laws are re-
pealed.Howwilladiscussiontake
placelikethat?

Sowhatisthewayout?
I believe farmersmusthavea

discussionwith thegovernment
over issues they havewith the
laws. Until now, it appears the
government is ready to discuss.
There shouldbeapositive initia-
tive fromboth sides. If agitators
alsotakeapositiveapproachitwill
begood.

Buthowwilltherebea
positiveapproachifthose
associatedwiththe
governmentcallagitating
farmersKhalistanisand
Maoists?
Somepeoplemay be saying

this but the governmenthasnot
saidthis.AllIwillsayisthatarigid-
ityhascreptintothewholeissue.
Whoare thepeople behind this,
must be investigated. Are there
suchelementswhodonotwanta
resolutiontocomethrough?This
shouldbeprobed.

Itappearsyoucouldnotgauge

anxietyoverthelawswithina
sectionofthefarmers.
It isthegovernment's job,not

ours.Butwecanseethat theagi-
tationsarenotgettinganysupport
from the rest of the country. At
manyplaces,suchasGujaratand
MadhyaPradesh,farmersarealso
speaking in favour of the laws.
Even fromamong the agitating
farmers, therearepeople in sup-
port. So there are two views
withinthemovement.
There is, perhaps, an effort to

givetheagitationsapanthic(sec-
tarian) colour. I believe pushing
the agitation towards a panthic
(sectarian)movementisnotgood.

Whatmorecanthe
governmentdotoresolveit?
I don’t know. It is for thegov-

ernmenttothink.But if thereare
anymoresuchissueswhichneed
resolution,thegovernmentmust
doit.ButIdon’tthinkinanycoun-
try a law like this is repealed…If
thereareanypositivesuggestions,
the governmentmust consider.
We justwant the agitation (to)
endquicklynow.

Asimilaragitationwashelda
yearagoagainstthe
CitizenshipAmendmentAct

(CAA)butthegovernmentdid
notengagewiththe
protesters.
TheHomeMinister repeat-

edlygaveassurances.Butifyoudo
notwanttobelieveevenasenior
minister from the government,
howwill thingsmove forward?
He saidnominority community
will suffer and no one is being
oustedfromthecountry…Ifpeo-
plestartsayingwedonothavepa-

persorevidence,thenarewego-
ingtoallowjustanyonetoreside
in the country? Go to the USA,
onceyourvisaexpires,youwillbe
kicked out. India has not done
that.
Doesthegovernmenthavethe

righttopointoutforeignersliving
in the country? That’swhat the
government was trying to do.
What’s the point of opposing
that?Yes,itmustbeensuredthat
alawmustnotcauseanyinjustice
toanyone.

TheRSSwasaccusedof
pushinganagendatoreduce
minoritiestosecond-class
citizens.
Is there anything in that law

that says Muslims have to be
treatedinanyparticularway?Yes,
it is our long-standing demand
thatHindushavenoothercountry
togotoexcept India.So Indiahas
to think about giving citizenship
toHindus coming fromoutside.
SomanypeoplefromPakistan,af-
tersufferingatrocitiesthere,have
cometoIndiaandarelivingonthe

footpathsinDelhi.Andwearegiv-
ing citizenship toMuslims from
Pakistan aswell. If the govern-
mentwas againstminorities, it
wouldnot have given themciti-
zenship.

Howdoyouseetherecently
passedtheso-called‘Love
Jihadlaws’?
Is it OK to lure someone and

then convert them? Today it is
happening inmany states. First
declare yourself as aHindu, start
a relationship and then reveal
yourtrueidentitywhilemarrying.
There is no objection to people
falling in love andmarrying. But
thereisadifferencebetweenlove
marriage and love jihad.Onone
side, there is loveandconsensus,
onothersidethereisallurement.
So if something is being done
through falsehood, there should
bealawtodealwithit.Nowhow
toughthelawshouldbeandwho
shouldbeprotected,onlyexperts
cantell.

Thechancesofitsabuseand
misusearehigh.
Whenever such laws are

brought, someproblems arise. I
won’tcallitmisuse,butonehasto
struggletoproveone’sinnocence.
Whathappensin(SC/ST)Atrocity
Act? I amnot saying it is being
misused.But thenthecasedrags
onand later it is proven that it is
not true. Till thenboth sides suf-
fer.Wheneveranylawisbrought,
its implementationwill cause
somedifficulties,whichsomein-
nocent peoplewill also have to
bear.

BeitSuitableBoyorTaandav,
culturalnationalistsareback
togettingoffended.

Whenpeople come into this
field(ofshowbiz),theyshouldbe
preparedforcriticalexamination.
Fine,youhavecreatedsomething
andithascausedacontroversy.So
give a solution. If you do some-
thingthatisagainstprinciplesand
ancient traditions, therewill be
controversy…Creative freedom
doesnotmeanyouwill hurt the
sentiments of any society on the
basisofunprovenfacts.Eventruth
thatcancausesocialunrestmust
not be told. There should be no
compulsion to tell the truth. But
show such things that do not
causemisunderstanding in the
society.Nooneshouldfeelhumil-
iatedbyyourshow.

Butshoulditbedonethrough
FIRsandcausingfear?
Thereareelements insociety

which try to cause fear. They are
notpartofanyorganisation.There
are individuals and they are
wrong.There isnoneedtocause
fear. As longas youhave the law,
takerecoursetoit.Buttheideaof
notcausingfearmustapplytoall.
Itcan’tbeselective.Ifonesidedoes
it, theothersidewillalsodoit.

Therehasbeenviolenceand
tensionduringthedonation
campaignforRamTemple
spearheadedbytheVHP.
VHP is not doing this (vio-

lence).When a crowd gathers,
someviolentelementsalsocreep
in.Iunderstandthisgivesusabad
name. So the organisation is
working on keeping themove-
ment safe from such elements.
Whatever happened was not
right.

Inthepastsixyearstherehas
beenanatmospherewhere

dissentisbrandedanti-
national.
I don’t agree. Maybe it has

happenedsometimes, but this is
notthenorm.Thereisalwaysop-
positioninademocracy.Everyone
is not called anti-national. Even
Oppositionisnotaccusedofthat.
If someone has accused the
Oppositionofbeinganti-national
foraskingquestionsofthegovern-
ment, it is not right. But there is
also a backgroundof theperson
who is asking thequestion. That
alsohastobeseen.

HowdoyouseeIndiaand
Chinaco-existinginthelong
termincontextofthecurrent
tension?
Only timecananswer that. If

relations have to improve, that
will dependonboth sides. India
has never shownaggression to-
wardsChinaorPakistan.Wehave
only answered their aggression.
Sowehavealwaysremainedpos-
itive. Now they have to think
aboutwhat kind of relationship
theywantwith us.Wewill not
mortgage our self-respect and
sovereignty for it though. There
should be cultural relations. As
Atalji saidwecanchoose friends
andenemies,butnotneighbours.

WITH

SURESH (BHAIYYAJI)
JOSHI

RSSGENERALSECRETARY

Wheneveradiscussion is
held, therecan’tbean
argumentthatmyposition
isnon-negotiable…The
government isrepeatedly
sayingwearereadyto
discuss,but(the
protesters)aresayingany
discussionwill takeplace
onlyafterthe lawsare
repealed.Howwilla
discussiontakeplace like
that?

Eventruththatcan
causesocialunrestmust
notbetold.Thereshould
benocompulsiontotell
thetruth.Butshowsuch
thingsthatdonotcause
misunderstanding inthe
society.Nooneshould
feelhumiliatedbyyour
show.

‘Not good for the health of society for an agitation to
run too long…both sides must work to find a solution’

Rahul: Assault onmiddle
class, not onlyon farmers

Cong doesn’t want
farmer-govt talks to
succeed: Javadekar

Farm laws in farmers’ interest,
PM tells church delegation

CJI says can’t disqualify a panel
member over previous views

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR, JANUARY19

THEPARLIAMENTARYStanding
Committee on Transport,
Tourism and Culture is set to
visitKashmironJanuary21.The
31-membercommittee,headed
byRajyaSabhaMPfromAndhra
PradeshTGVenkatesh,willun-
dertake a “study visit” of

Srinagar and Gulmarg from
January21 to23.
The members of the com-

mitteewill holdmeetingswith
officials of the department of
culture and tourism and
Archaeological Survey of India,
alongwithrepresentativesofthe
UTof JammuandKashmir,with
focuson“promotionandpreser-
vationofarchaeologicalsitesand
artefacts in J&K”.

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

House panel to visit Kashmir

Naddaposesquestions toRahul,
saysCongressmisleading farmers

RahulGandhiduringthereleaseofabookletonthefarm
lawsattheCongressoffice inDelhi.PremNathPandey

PMModimeetsdelegation
inDelhi. Twitter/narendramodi

Membersof theSC-appointedfarmpanel—PKJoshi,Anil
GhanwatandAshokGulati—after their firstmeeting in
DelhionTuesday.ANI

PrakashJavadekaraddresses
themedia inDelhi.PTI

Area where
China built
village occupied
since Cong
regime: Rijiju

Anil Sharma

New Delhi
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POSSESSION NOTICE [Rule 8(1) and Rule 4(1)]
Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Edelweiss Asset
Reconstruction Company Limited (hereinafter referred to as “EARC”) under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 (hereinafter referred to as “SARFAESI Act”) and in exercise of powers
conferred under section 13(12) of the SARFAESI Act read with rule 3 of Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (hereinafter referred to as “SARFAESI Rules”) issued
Demand Notice dated October 20, 2020 under Section 13(2) of the SARFAESI Act,
calling upon the Borrower i.e. Arshiya Rail Infrastructure Limited and Guarantors
viz. Arshiya Limited, Mr. Ajay Mittal and Ms. Archana Mittal (hereinafter collective-
ly referred to as “Guarantors”) to repay the amount mentioned in the Demand
Notice being Rs. 857,62,64,033/- (Rupees Eight Hundred Fifty Seven Crore Sixty
Two Lakh Sixty Four Thousand and Thirty Three Only), within 60 days from the date
of receipt of the said Demand Notice.
The Borrower/ Guarantors having failed to repay the amount as per the demand notice
within 60 days, Notice is hereby given to the Borrower, Guarantors and the public in gen-
eral that the undersigned, being the Authorized Officer of EARC has taken possession
of the properties described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under
sub-section (4) of section 13 of the SARFAESI Act read with rule 8 of the SARFAESI
Rules on this the 15th day of January of the year 2021.
The Borrower’s and the Guarantors’ attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8)
of section 13 of the SARFAESI Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured
assets.
The Borrower and the Guarantors in particular and the public in general are hereby cau-
tioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with property will be subject to inter
alia the charge of EARC for the said amount of Rs. 857,62,64,033/- (Rupees Eight
Hundred Fifty Seven Crore Sixty Two Lakh Sixty Four Thousand and Thirty Three
Only) to EARC as on 30.09.2020 together with future interest, charges & costs thereon.

Description of Secured Assets
Details of Immovable Properties :
All the rights, title, interest and benefit (in all and singular) as well as the beneficial inter-
est of the Borrower in respect of the property situated and lying at Tehsil Khurja, District
Bulandshahar - 203 131, Uttar Pradesh, together with all buildings, erections and con-
structions of every description which are standing, erected or attached or shall at any
time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erected and
standing or attached to the aforesaid lands and premises or any part thereof and all
rights to use common areas and facilities and incidentals attached thereto, together with
all trees, fences, hedges, ditches, ways, sewers, drains, waters, watercourses, liberties,
privileges, easements and appurtenances whatsoever to the said lands, hereditaments
or premises or any part thereof whether presently in existence or in the future belonging
to or in any way appurtenant thereto. The details of the Specified Immovable Asset are
set out below :
Part A : A. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 27100 sq. mtrs.
(6.696 acres) situated at Village Ibrahimpur - Junendpur also known as Mozpur, Tehsil
Khurja, District Bulandshahar – 203 131, situated within the Sub-Registration District of
Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar Pradesh.

Sr. No. Khasra/Khata No.

Dated : 15th January 2021 Sd/- Authorised Officer
Place : Khurja, Uttar Pradesh Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited

(Trustee of EARC Trust SC 120, SC 128, SC 129,
SC 122, SC 134, SC 176, SC 230 and SC 237)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

together with all buildings and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached
or shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erect-
ed, standing and permanently attached thereto.
B. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 21931 sq. mtrs. (5.419 Acres) sit-
uate at village Sultanpur, Tehsil Khurja, District Bulandshahar, situated within the Sub-Registration
District of Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar Pradesh.

together with all buildings and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached
or shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be
erected, standing and permanently attached thereto.
C. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 32930 sq. mtrs. (8.137 Acres)
situate at village Ibrahimpur Junendpur also known as Mozpur, Tehsil Khurja, District Bulandshahar,
situate within the Sub-Registration District of Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar Pradesh,

together with all buildings and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached
or shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erect-
ed, standing and permanently attached thereto.
Part B : A. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 3480 sq. mtrs. (0.86 acres)
situated at village Ibrahimpur Junendpur also known as Mozpur, Tehsil Khurja, District
Bulandshahar, situate within the Sub-Registration District of Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar
Pradesh.
Sr. No.

1 Chak No. 162, proposed Gata no. 98 m/0.020, 99/1m/
0.011 and 107m/0.287

3180

2 Chak No. 764 - Gata No. 253m/0.030,
TOTAL

300
3480

913
597
867
858
522

2150
3300
4400
5250
3870

Sq. mtrs.

Sr. No. Khasra/Khata No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

219
128
57

260
45
58

5680
2250
2700
1800
7540
2050

Sq. mtrs. Sr. No. Khasra/Khata No.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.

3440
1620
1660
810

3380

5680
2250
2700
1800
7540

Sq. mtrs.

together with all buildings and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached
or shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erect-
ed, standing and permanently attached thereto.
B. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 12364 sq. mtrs. i.e. 3.06 acres sit-
uated at village Sultanpur, Tehsil Khurha, District Bulandshahar, situated within the Sub-
Registration District of Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar Pradesh,

Sr. No. Gata No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

278, 279
276
349
347

176, 182
397

2800
2590
1790
90

1140
523

Sq. mtrs. Sr. No. Gata No.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

TOTAL 12364 SQ. MTRS. I.E. 3.06 ACRES

TOTAL 14827 SQ. MTRS. I.E. 3.66 ACRES

181
355
180
179
391

1547
702
171
131
880

Sq. mtrs.

together with all buildings and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached or
shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erected,
standing and permanently attached thereto.
C. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 14827 sq. mtrs. i.e. 3.66 acres sit-
uated at village Nijampur, Tehsil Khurha, District Bulandshahar, situated within the Sub-
Registration District of Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar Pradesh,

together with all buildings and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached or
shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erected,
standing and permanently attached thereto.
Details of Hypothecated Assets
1. A charge by way of hypothecation of all moveable assets of borrower, including rakes Wagons, con-
tainers, rail related equipments, movable plant and machinery, machinery spares, mechanical and elec-
trical equipments, tools and accessories, furniture, fixtures, vehicles, and all other movable assets per-
taining to the Phase –I Project, (both present and future), whether installed or not and whether now lying
lose or in cases or which are now lying or be stored at any place whatsoever or be held by any party to
the or disposition of the borrower or in the course of transit or in highseas or on order or delivery.
2. A charge by way of hypothecation of the borrowers on all current assets including but not limit-
ed to documents of title to goods and other assets, book debts, outstanding moneys, receivables,
including insurance claims and revenues of whatsoever nature and wherever arising including but
not limited to out of the Phase-I Project and borrowers overall cash, cash equivalents and other
funds including deposits in all bank accounts of the borrower, by whatever name called.
3. A charge on assignments of all rights, title, interest, benefit, claims and demands whatsoever of
the borrower in,
i. all the borrowers TRA Accounts including Debt Service Reserve Amount (DSRA) and all rights
and interest present and future,
ii. the right, title, benefits, claims, demand and interest of the borrower into and under all (a) of the
Project Documents including the Concession Agreement executed with the Railway Administration,
and (b) the guarantees, letter of credit by any off taker/ user company, other performance bonds,
warranties, indemnities and securities that may be furnished by any party in favour of the borrow-
er under the Project Documents (c) all the rights, title interest, benefits, claims, demands, whatso-
ever of the borrower in or under the authorizations,
4. The right, title, benefits, claims, demand and interest of the borrower into and under all the
Projects bank accounts including but not limited to the Trust and Retention Account (TRA) (includ-
ing DSRA) opened in account bank, where all cash inflows from the Project shall be deposited and
all proceeds shall be utilized in a manner and priority to be decided by the Lenders, on all intangi-
ble assets of the borrower including but not limited to goodwill etc.
5. Charge/assignment and/or creation of security interest in favour of the lenders of (i) all the right, title,
interest, benefits, claims and demands whatsoever of the borrower in the Project Documents, conces-
sion agreement executed with Indian Railways, letter of credit by any off taker/user company, guaran-
tee or performance bond that may be provided by any party to any Project Documents in favor of the
borrower, all as amended, varied or supplemented from time to time; (ii) all the rights, title,
interest, benefits, claims and demands whatsoever of the Borrower in or under the Authorizations.

Sr. No. Chak No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

374
365
375
349
371
373

6960
520
1061
1872
647
641

Sq. mtrs. Sr. No. Gata No.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

377
352
364
247
363

361 A, 361B

708
152
303
585
942
438

Sq. mtrs.

Sr. No. Khasra/Khata No.
1.
2.
3.
4.

123
78

130
318

3840
1125
3506
690

Sq. mtrs. Sr. No. Khasra/Khata No.
5.
6.
7.

116
224
88

690
5490
6590

Sq. mtrs.

Sr. No. Khasra/Khata No.
6.
7.
8.
9.

716A
129-1
484
223

1060
760
2530
3780

Sq. mtrs.

TOTAL 27100

TOTAL 21931

TOTAL 32930

Khata/ Chak No. Mortgaged Land Sq. mtrs.

together with all buildings and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached
or shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erect-
ed, standing and permanently attached thereto.
B. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 4450 sq. mtrs. (1.099 acres) situ-
ated at village Sultanpur, Tehsil Khurja, District Bulandshahar, situated within the Sub-Registration
District of Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar Pradesh.
Sr. No.

1 Khata No. 25, Gata No. 177Kh/0.094 and 178/0.291 3850
2 Khata No.241- Gata No. 185/0.060

TOTAL
600

4450.00

Khata/ Chak No. Mortgaged Land Sq. mtrs.

together with all buildings and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached
or shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erect-
ed, standing and permanently attached thereto.
C. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 2780 sq. mtrs. (0.687 acres) situ-
ated at village Nijampur,Tehsil Khurja, District Bulandshahar, situated within the Sub-Registration
District of Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar Pradesh,
Sr. No.

1 Khata No.77 -Gata No. 310/0.021 210
2 Khata No. 270 - Gata No. 384/0.257

TOTAL
2570
2780

Khata/ Chak No. Mortgaged Land Sq. mtrs.

together with all buildings and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached
or shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erect-
ed, standing and permanently attached thereto.
B. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 1670 sq. mtrs. (0.413 Acres) situ-
ated at village Sultanpur, Tehsil Khurja, District Bulandshahar, situated within the Sub-Registration
District of Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar Pradesh,

together with all building and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached or
shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erected,
standing and permanently attached thereto.
Part D : A. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 121911 sq. mtrs. i.e. 30.12
acres situated at village Ibrahimpur Junendpur also known as Mozpur, Tehsil Khurja, District
Bulandshahar, situated within the Sub-Registration District of Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar
Pradesh,

Sr. No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

873 min west 407, 582
670
35

185 min west
536

624, 629
592
455
879
543
613
6

768
82

789
565
830
51

129 II
507
743
636
639
939
682
432

296, 667

3330
1071
5050
8610
3280
6310
565
752

2540
680

1670
1750
450

1090
3870
5340
2560
4080
5100
9480
2320
1520
3305
840

1940
2310
1660

Sr. No.
1 Chak No.227, Khata No. 48, Gata No. 326/0.628 1670

TOTAL 1670

TOTAL 121911 sq. mtrs. i.e. 30.12 Acres

Khata/ Chak No. Sq. mtrs.

together with all buildings and structures which are standing, erected and permanently attached
or shall at any time hereafter during the continuance of the security hereby constituted be erect-
ed, standing and permanently attached thereto.
Part C : A. All that pieces and parcels of lands or ground admeasuring 4284 sq. mtrs. (1.103 acres)
situated at village Ibrahimpur Junendpur also known as Mozpur, Tehsil Khurja, District Bulandshahar,
situated within the Sub-Registration District of Bulandshahar, in the State of Uttar Pradesh,
Sr. No.

1 Chak No.121 II proposed Gata no. 256/0.035, 257/0.005, 260/3/0.010,
265/3/0.010, 266/1/0.025, 266/2/0.005, 267/1/0.005, 267/2/0/040,
267/3/0.010, 265/4/0.030, 265/5/0.005 and 276/0.050

650

2 Chak No. 681A, proposed Gata no. 257/0.010, 258/0.008, 267/4/0.066,
and Chak No. 950 proposed Gata No. 264/1/0.015, 265/2/0.015,
265/3/0.187, and Chak No. 311 proposed Gata No. 267/4/0.077

TOTAL

2118

3 Chak No. 542, proposed Gata no. 255m/0.020, 256m/0.025,
260/3m/0.020, 265/3m/0.119, 265/4m/0.060, 265/5m/0.030, and
276m/0.030 and Chak No. 542 Gata No. 265/3 mt.

1516

4284

Khata/ Chak No. Sq. mtrs.

Chak No. Sq. mtrs. Sr. No.
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

640
205
284
513
948
974
137
626
752
374
948
563
563
435

492 min north
45

83 min west
153 min west
209 min west
227 min west
338 min west
866 min west
120 min south

502 min south (I)
433-II Min South

330
6630
3340
1760
1760
1700
2450
1920
1170
2470
910
490

1420
2280
3600
854
330
559

2380
660

1640
369
411
473
532

Chak No. Sq. mtrs.

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY19

THE CONGRESS and five other
partiesonTuesdayofficiallyan-
nouncedtheir‘grandalliance’for
theAssemblyelectionsinAssam
likelytobeheldinMarch-April,
bringing an end to speculation
onwhetherthepartywill finally
gowith the AIUDF. The alliance
however, did not name a chief
ministerial candidate.
Announcing the alliance —

CPI,CPI(M),CPI(ML),AIUDFand
Anchalik GanaMorcha (AGM)
are the five partners with
Congress—atapressconference
inGuwahationTuesday,Assam
Congress president Ripun Bora
said:“We,theCongressdecided
to invite all like-mindedparties
tooust thecommunal forces for
thebestinterestof thecountry.”.
ChhattisgarhChiefMinisterand
senior party leader Bhupesh
Baghel was also present at the
event.
Bora said leaders of all five

parties held discussions on
Tuesdaywith Baghel and party
general secretaries Mukul
Wasnikand JitendraSingh.
“We have come to the con-

clusion that in the coming
AssamAssembly elections, we
allwill fight together tooust the

BJP. At the same time, we will
keepourdoorsopentoinvitethe
other regional parties of Assam
andotheranti-BJPpartiestojoin
ouralliance,”Borasaid.
The alliance members are,

however, silent onwhowill the
probablechiefministerialcandi-
date for the alliance. On a ques-
tionontheissue,Wasnikreplied,
“Let’s not have all questions an-
sweredononesingleday.”
“We, six parties, appeal to

otherparties that if youwant to
saveAssam,youwanttohelpthe
youth of Assam realise their
dreams and aspirations, you
want Assam’s development,
thenwe should come together

and fight the elections,” said
Congress general secretary
Singh.
On the other hand, two im-

portant regional parties —
AssamJatiyaParishad (AJP) and
RaijorDal—whichwereformed
after the massive anti-CAA
movement that had swept the
state in 2019-20 are in talks for
analliance,accordingto leaders
fromthe twooutfits.
AJP has the backing of influ-

ential student bodies — All
Assam Students’ Union (AASU)
and Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba
Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) while
Raijor Dal is the political plat-
formof KrishakMukti Sangram
Samiti (KMSS), led by jailed ac-
tivistAkhilGogoi.
WhenBorawasaskedabout

the effect of this alliance on
Congress’s grand alliance, he
replied, “That alliancewill have
noeffectonourprospects.”
The alliance announcement

comes at a time when the
Congress in Assam is undergo-
ing a series of setbacks. In
December last year, two sitting
MLAs of the party officially
joined the BJP. These defections
came on the heels of the
Congress losing in two recently
held local Council polls — BTC
and Tiwa Autonomous Council
(TAC)—inAssam.

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

DESCRIBINGQUESTIONSraised
byanRTIapplicantregardingthe
government’sAarogyaSetuapp
as those of “considerable na-
tional importance”, the Delhi
High Court on Tuesday issued a
notice to the government on a
petition challenging a 2020
Central Information
Commission (CIC) order in
which the statutory body had
observed that sufficient infor-
mationregardingtheappwasal-
ready inpublicdomain
“You cannot simply say it is

in public domain...thatmay not
be fair,” observed Justice
Prathiba M Singh, adding that
“there are various issueswhich
have been raised in the present
petition in respect of Aarogya
Setuappwhichareof consider-
ablepublic importance”.
Whileadjourningthematter

for hearing to February 24, the
courtsaidtheCIChaspassedthe
orderwithout affording a hear-

ing to the petitioner. The court
also ordered the petitioner and
theCentretoplaceonrecordthe
informationsoughtandreceived
andthatyet tobe furnished.
In August 2020, RTI activist

SauravDashadfiledanRTIappli-
cationseekingtoknowdetailsre-
lated to the project such as the
origin of the proposal, approval
details; companies, people, gov-
ernmentdepartments involved;
filenotingsrelatedtotheapplica-
tion, copies of communications
involvedinmakingordeveloping
theapplication,amongothers.
Das had raised concerns the

app’suseofdataanditseffecton
thepeople’s right toprivacy.On
Tuesday,thepetitionerinformed
thatcourtthateachauthorityhe
had approached continued to
evadequestions, afterwhichhe
approachedtheCIC.
Advocate Rahul Sharma,

whorepresentedtheCPIOs,told
the court that substantial infor-
mation exists in public domain
and information running into
more than80pageshasalready
beengiven to theapplicant.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JANUARY19

THE NOMINATION papers of
IndependentcandidateMahesh
Chandra Sharmawere rejected
afterscrutinyonTuesday,clear-
ing theway for the unopposed
selection of 12 candidates – 10
from BJP and two from
Samajwadi Party – to the Uttar
PradeshLegislativeCouncil.
Sources said Sharma’s nom-

inationpaperswereincomplete
and did not have the required
numberof proposers.
With just 12 candidates left

for 12 seats, an electionwasnot
necessary. However, the official
declaration will bemade after
January 21, the last day ofwith-
drawalof nomination.
The 10 BJP candidates who

will now go to the Legislative
CouncilareformerbureaucratA
KSharma,who joined theparty
lastweek,DeputyChiefMinister
Dinesh Sharma, BJP state presi-
dent Swatantra Dev Singh, sen-
ior party functionaries Laxman
Prasad Acharya, Kunwar
Manvendra Singh, Govind
Narayan Shukla, Salil Bishnoi,
Ashwani Tyagi, Dharamveer
Prajapati and Surendra
Chaudhary.ThetwoSamajwadi
Party candidates are veteran
leaderAhmedHassanandparty
spokesperson Rajendra
Chaudhary.
TheUttarPradeshLegislative

CouncilwillgetanewChairman.
The incumbent Chairman,
RameshYadav, is set to retireon
January30.
This time,as theSPwill send

only two candidates to the
Upper House, the party did not
re-nominateYadav, and instead
chose AhmedHassanwhowas
also an existingmember along
withRajendraChaudhary.
ThenumberofBJPmembers

in the legislativecouncilwill in-
crease but SPwill still have the
majority in the Upper House
with 51 members. The SP is
likely to have an upper hand in
theselectionofanewChairman
unless other parties and
Independentmembersbackan-
othercandidate.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY19

KARNATAKACHIEFMinisterBS
Yediyurappahascarriedoutase-
ries of visits to temples in the
coastal Karnataka region over
the last two days amid dis-
gruntlement within the BJP’s
stateunitovertherecentcabinet
expansionandrevivalof a setof
old corruption cases against
Yediyurappaby theHighCourt.
The allotment of portfolios

for the seven newministers in-
ducted on January 13 has been
onhold foraweek.
Yediyurappa has visited the

SriKrishnaTemple inUdupi, Sri
Venkataramana Temple at
Karambali in Udupi, Sri
Mahalakshmi Temple at Kapu
and the Sri Vinayaka Temple in
Kundapur inwhathedescribed
as a partial break frompolitical
activities following the cabinet
expansion. He has also hosted
DefenceMinisterRajnathSingh
and HomeMinister Amit Shah
since theexpansion.
“I will seek God’s darshan

and come back. Once I return, I

will discusswith seniorminis-
ters (the issue of portfolio allo-
cations).Inoneortwodaysitwill
be done,'' Yediyurappa said be-
fore setting out on his visit to
coastalKarnatakaonMonday.
Sinceavisit toNewDelhi on

January 10 to obtain clearance
for the cabinet expansion, the
Chief Minister has appeared to
be a forlorn figurewith several
BJP legislators, who have not
beenaccommodatedinthecab-
inet, targetinghimandsomeal-
legingblackmailandbriberybe-
hind the choice of candidates.
TheKarnatakaCMisexpectedto
encounter more dissidence

whenportfoliosareallocatedfor
thecabinetlaterthismonthwith
several old and newministers
vying forplumportfolios.
Vijayapura MLA Basavaraj

Patil Yatnal and MLC H
Vishwanathhavealluded to the
existenceof aCD-- recordedby
acloseaideof thechiefminister
-- which is being used against
himbyrivals.
“Only aweak chief minister

will be blackmailed. It is their
own party members who are
makingtheallegations... itshows
there is some truth in it,” said
Siddaramaiah,formerKarnataka
CMandleaderof theopposition
Congresspartyinthestatelegis-
lature, lastweek.
Yediyurappa is also up

againstthreecasesofcorruption
datingbacktohisearliertenures
as Deputy CM and CMwhich
have been revived since
December 22 following orders
of theKarnatakaHighCourt.
Siddaramaiah has claimed

that Yediyurappawill not con-
tinue as Chief Minister beyond
April, alleging that hewas pro-
videdthisinformationbyanRSS
insider.

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,JANUARY19

THE RULING BJD in Odisha has
saidthatiftheCentredoesnotac-
cept the demand to lift surplus
parboiledricewithinsevendays,
“farmers will descend on the
streets”andthe“BJDwillsupport
andstandbythefarmers”.
BJD leaders have alleged that

by not lifting surplus rice, the
Centrehasheldback the release
ofaboutRs6,040croreinsubsidy,
placing the stateunder severe fi-
nancialburden.
Ranendra Swain, Odisha

Minister for Food Supplies and
ConsumerWelfare,Tuesdaywrote
toUnionminister PiyushGoyal,
saying that limitingprocurement
of parboiled rice will have “far

reachingadverseconsequencesfor
thestate”. “Askingthestatetode-
liversurplusriceintheformofraw
rice inRabi and to limitprocure-
mentofparboiledriceinthekharif
seasontotheextentof50percent
of the last year FCI deliverywill
have far reachingadverseconse-
quencesforthestate.”
TheFoodCorporationofIndia

recently informed the state gov-
ernmentthatitwillnotbeableto
acceptsurplusparboiledricedur-
ing the rabi season as “there is a
possibility of a glut of 185 lakh
tonneparboiled rice stockacross
the country”, “choking itsmove-
mentordisposal”.
“Duetoestimatedbumperpro-

curement, there isapossibilityof
glutof185lakhtonneparboiledrice
stockacross thecountry, thereby,
chokingitsmovement/disposalfor

years...Inviewoftheabove,itisre-
quiredtogivemaximumdelivery
of rawrice to theextentof50per
centof theoriginalestimates. It is
also intimatedthatFCIwillnotbe
inapositiontoacceptanysurplus
parboiledriceduringrabi season
2020-21,” Satyaprakash Panda,
AGM (Procurement) of the FCI,
wrote to Vir Vikram Yadav,
Secretary in the Odisha Food
Supplies andConsumerWelfare
department.
BJDleadershavethreateneda

statewideagitation.“Farmerswill
descendon the streets, if thede-
mand for lifting 31 lakh tonne
paddyofmostlyparboiledricefor
2020-21 is not accepted by the
Centre/FCIwithinaweek.TheBJD
will support and stand by the
farmers.We hope better sense
prevails in theBJP and insteadof

sheddingcrocodiletearshere,the
party raises its voice against this
injustice meted out to Odisha
farmers,”saidRohitPujari,deputy
chiefwhipof theparty.
However,theBJPhitoutatthe

stategovernmentsayingthatthe
procurement of parboiled rice,
unlikewhite rice, is capped and
thatthestategovernmentshould
procureitmoreasthereishigher
consumptionwithinthestate.“A
farmer usually sells paddy, but
notrice.Theparboiledricegives7
per centmore production than
white rice. Parboiled rice is con-
sumedonly inOdishaand some
partsofnorthernIndia...sincethe
parboiledriceisconsumedmore
withinthestate,theprocurement
bythestateshouldbemore,”BJP
state general secretary
LekhashreeSamantsingharsaid.

BJD threatens Odisha stir if Centre doesn’t
accept demand to lift parboiled rice in 7 days

Amid disgruntlement in state
BJP, BSY on temple-visit spree

Cong announces ‘grand
alliance’ in Assamahead
of polls; silent on CM face

HC notice to Centre on
RTI applicant’s plea for
info on Aarogya Setu

10 BJP, 2 SP
candidates set
to get elected
unopposed to
UP Council

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA, JANUARY19

BIHAR DGP S K Singhal on
Tuesday said the police were
closetosolvingIndigoexecutive
Rupesh Kumar Singh’s murder
case and had zeroed in on two
possible motives behind
thekilling.
Rupeshwasshotdeadinfront

ofhisPatnaresidencelastweek.
At press conference on

Tuesday, DGP Singh said, “We
have narrowed it down to two
possible reasons—contracts al-
lottedtohisfamilymembersand
relativesorarowoverallotment
of the airport parking lot con-
tract. The latter looks to be the
most possible reason. We are
close tosolving thecase.”
Singh did not reveal the

numberof suspects in thecase.
According to police sources,

all electronic and forensic evi-
dence has been gathered. “We
are looking into the entire
process of parking lot contract
allotment at the airport and
what roleRupeshhad toplay in
it,” saidapoliceofficer.
AccordingtoPTI,Singhalwas

onTuesdaysummonedbyChief
MinisterNitishKumarwhotook
stockof theprobeintothehigh-
profile murder case which has
brought the government under
heavyopposition fire.

PROTEST AGAINST UDDHAV
Pro-KannadaactivistsprotestagainstMaharashtraCMUddhavThackerayoverhis
statementonKarnataka-Maharashtraborder issue, inBengaluru,Tuesday.Leadersacross
party lines inKarnataka, includingtheChiefMinisterandtheLeaderofOpposition,had
earliervoicedobjections toastatementbyThackeray, inwhichhesaidhisgovernmentwas
committedto incorporatingMarathi-speakingareasofKarnataka intothestate. PTI

Congress leadersRipun
Bora,MukulWasnikand
BhupeshBaghelwithother
party leaders inDispur.PTI

BSYediyurappaata temple
inUdupi. Twitter/BSYBJP

Airport contracts
probable motive
behind IndiGo
staffer’s murder,
says Bihar DGP
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CRICKET, MADE IN INDIA
Brisbane2021isnoflukeorcoincidence:Itistheresultofyearsof
meticulousplanning,nurturingofcricketatthegrassroots

I NHOURS,DAYS,weeks,monthsandyearstocome,themagnificenceof India’s
triumph inBrisbanewill only growgrander in time. Itwould come todefine a
generation, perhaps an era, perhaps Indian cricket itself. It’s epochal and
merits its perch at the helmof India’s finest hours in cricket and arguably one

of thefinestTestmatchesinthehistoryof thegame.Avictoriouschaseof328onacrack-
laden, fourth-innings pitch,whereAustralia hadbeen invincible since 1988, in itself is
anincredible feat,butthat’sonlypartof atrulyunbelievable, if not fictitious,comeback
story. Bowled out for 36 in Adelaide, written off after the departure of their talisman
ViratKohli, thenlosingonematch-winningplayeraftertheotherastheseriesunrolled,
bruised and bullied by their full-strength Australian contemporaries, taunted racially
by spectators inSydney, India scripteda timeless epic inBrisbane.
Theemotionaloutpouringshouldnotdeflect therealityof India’s leapinggrowthin

thegame.Thiswasnofairytale,Brisbane2021wasnotacoincidence. Itwasintheworks
forawhile. This is theoutcomeof sustainedplanning, systematicdevelopmentandan
ambition to be the global leader in the game. That a largely secondor third-rung team
couldproducethisvictoryisanattestationof theeffortsputbehindthescenestoensure
theprogressionofcricketandcricketers inthecountry.Adomesticcircuit thatpayswell
or the ample opportunities and quick riches that IPL provides has taughtmillions of
Indiancricketerstodream,aspireandinspire. Ithaswidenedthetalentpoolof thecoun-
try, revvedup the competitionaswell as opportunities,madeworld-class facilities ac-
cessible even toaspiring cricketers.
The Board of Control for Cricket in India is notwithout flaws and is not hesitant to

wielditsclout,of course.Buttheyknowtheircricket, theysupporttheircricketers, they
ensuretheygetthebestofexposure.Forexample,nootherteamhasfeaturedinasmany
‘A’gamesthanIndia.There isnocountry inthecricketingworldtheyhavenottravelled
in the last five years, they are constantly interactingwithworld-class coaches, Rahul
Dravid, for instance, and getting acquainted with alien conditions at a young age.
Similarly, theUnder-19 cricketers are carefully groomedandmonitored. Selectors and
scouts are travellingwider and farther to guarantee that no talent slips out of the sys-
tem. For all these reasons, Brisbane 2021, should not be considered a coincidence or
fluke. It’s just adot in thearc, the triumphof a robust, inscrutable system. It’s anexam-
pleother Indian sports canemulate.

BATTLEGROUND BENGAL
MamataBanerjee’smovetocontestassemblypolls from

Nandigramis rich inpoliticalundertones

N ANDIGRAMISWHEREherascentbegan,anditiswhereMamataBanerjee
will battle theBJP inherpursuitof a thirdconsecutive terminoffice.On
Monday, days after her once-trusted lieutenant andmobiliser of the
Nandigramlandstruggle,SuvenduAdhikari, joinedtheBJP,Banerjeean-

nounced that she will contest the assembly election, due in threemonths, from the
Nandigramseat. It’sadarethatcouldelectrifyhercadresandframetheagendaofanelec-
tion that ismost likely tobea tight andpolarising contest.
The2007landagitationinNandigramwasthebreakthroughthatMamataBanerjee

andherparty, theTrinamoolCongress,was lookingfortodelivera finalblowtotheLeft
FrontinWestBengal,whichhadexhausteditselfaftermorethanthreedecadesinpower.
Landwas the issuearoundwhich theLeft, particularly theCPM,mobilised rural voters
andwon seven consecutive elections. The Left Front government’s attempt to acquire
land for industrywas resistedbypeasants inNandigramandSingurand itprovidedan
issue for the Trinamool tomobilise voters against the Left Front. It is this legacy that
Banerjeehassought to invoke inabid tostemtheexodusof leaders fromherpartyand
consolidate the Trinamool base in thewake of the BJP’s no-holds-barredmobilisation
towin Bengal. The BJP,whichwon just three seats in the 2016 assembly elections, has
emerged as themain opposition to Banerjee in a short span bywinning over leaders
from the Trinamool, CPM and Congress and through concerted campaigns by its na-
tional leadership.
Nandigram 2007 gave the Trinamool its current identity, and its winning slogan,

“Ma,Mati,Manush(mother,motherland,people)”.Thesloganturnedthelandstruggle
intoapolitical ideaandhelpedBanerjeebuildastoriednarrativefortheTrinamool. Iten-
abled her to brand the Trinamool, an offshoot of the Congress and once an ally of the
BJP,asaregionalpartythathaditseartothegrassrootsanddrewitsenergyfromthelead-
ershipof amother figure.Nandigramis theoriginmythof theTrinamool. Byannounc-
ing that shewill contest fromNandigram, Banerjee has sought to invoke a powerful
memoryandlegacyandpit itagainstthosewhohaveleft theTrinamoolfold. It’sasmart
moveonherpart todenythelikesofAdhikariasliceof thehistorythey, too,wereapart
of.However, unlike theLeft, theBJP isnotburdenedby thememoryofNandigram.But
itwill have toengagewithBanerjee’s pitch.

SECOND GENTLEMAN
After fouryearsof toxicmasculinityat theWhiteHouse,
DouglasEmhoff’spositionhasgreat symbolicvalue

W HENYOU’REINarelationship,”sayscomedianChrisRockinhis2018
special Tamborine, “you’re in a band... sometimes you’re the lead
singer,andsometimes,youplaythetambourine”.And,whenit’sthe
latter, it's important to play that tambourinewell for your partner.

DouglasEmhoff, thesoon-to-be firstSecondGentlemanof theUnitedStates, isabout to
becomeoneof themost famous tambourineplayers in theworld.
SpousesofpoliticiansintheUShavetraditionallyhadtoplayasupportingroleasamat-

ter of course.Whatmakes Kamala Harris’s spouse a littlemore news-worthy than his
predecessors is the fact that he is aman, and in some sense, is set to subvert the tradi-
tionalrolesofhusbandandwifeinpublic life.Heis, infact, settotakeateachingposition
at GeorgetownUniversity to be able to devotemore time to his duties as the Second
Gentleman. The question, though, is why Emhoff anymore important than any of his
predecessors?Twitter, forexample,hasmadequiteabigdealaboutgivinghimaccessto
the “first SecondHusband official handle”. The cynical — perhaps rightly so— answer
mightbethatmentendtobeapplaudedforcharacteristicsthatsocietytakesforgranted
inwomen: Second Ladies are rarely feted, or even aswidely known, as the first Second
Husband isboundtobe.
Thetrueimportof thesymbolismsurroundingEmhoff’snewpositionis formen.For

the last fouryears, theversionofmasculinity thathasemanated fromtheWhiteHouse
—and fromothermuscular leaders— is adiminished,misogynist, homophobic and in-
secureone.Tobedecent,articulateandsupportive—toplaythetambourinewithpleas-
ureanddignity—isanexamplemanyAmericanmen,meningeneralreally,woulddowell
toemulate.

President Biden

ArunKSingh

DRaja

Hefacesapolarisedsociety,pandemic,economiccrisis.
ConsensusonIndia-USties,though,islikelytocontinue

SAVING THE REPUBLIC
Thesecular, inclusivecharacterof thecountryisunderthreat

JOEBIDENWILL take over later today as the
46th President of the US, amidst unprece-
dented security arrangements, a deeply po-
larised societybelievingnot only indifferent
valuesbutalsoconflicting“facts”,acontinued
and raging pandemic, a severely impacted
economy, and an enhanced challenge from
Chinato itsglobalprimacyandtechnological
leadership. In his initial victory speech on
November8morning (IST),hehad identified
dealingwiththepandemic,economy,systemic
racisminUSsociety,andclimatechangeashis
initialpriorities.
This presidential transition (from the

November3electiontotheinauguration)has
been the most fraught among the three I
watched closely— in 2008-09, 2016-17 and
2020-21.In2008-09,PresidentGeorgeWBush
hadinstructedtheadministrationtocooperate
andbrief fullytheincomingteam,ashadalso
beenmandatedby the9/11Commission, to
avoidsurprisesliketheSeptember11,2001,al
Qaeda attack. President BarackObama and
MichelleObamahadhostedtheTrumpsatthe
WhiteHousesoonaftertheelectionoutcome
wasknowninNovember2016.Thistime,how-
ever,DonaldTrumpdidnotconcede,orinvite
theBidenstotheWhiteHouse,soughttochal-
lengeresultsthroughcourts,coercionofelec-
tionofficials, andencouraginghis supporters
tostormtheUSCongressonJanuary6todis-
rupt the final certification of the results. He
wouldalsonotbeattendingtheofficialswear-
ing-in ceremony. According to latest polls, a
largemajority of Republican supporters, en-
couragedbyTrumpandpoliticianshopingto
tap intohis base, continue tobelieve, despite
unanimous rejection by courts and over-
whelmingly by both Democratic and
Republicanelectionofficials,thattheelections
wereriggedandthattherewaswidespreadil-
legalvoting.
Governance for Biden has been made

somewhat easier by the US Senate having
flipped,thoughbyabare51-50majority.This
willenableearlyconfirmationofmanynom-
ineestocriticalpositions,butitwillgiveextra
power to themore conservativeDemocratic
senators. TheHouse retaining itsDemocratic
majority, but by a reducedmargin, has rein-
forcedthesenseofdivision inUSsociety.The
challengefortheBidenadministrationwillbe
tomeet the aspirations of the progressive
Democratic base that has propelled him to
power,whilealsocommandingameasureof
bipartisansupport togeneratewidersocietal
acceptanceofhispolicies.
Most incoming administrations adopt a

host ofmeasures in the initial days to signal
policy andadministrative energy, and todis-
tinguishthemselvespoliticallyfromtheirpred-

ecessors. TheBiden teamhas indicated that
therewouldbeannouncementsonrejoining
the 2015Paris climate accord, immigration,
dealingwith thepandemic, etc. Someatten-
tion,however,willbetakenawaybytheantic-
ipatedSenatetrialofTrump,followinghissec-
ond impeachment by the House of
Representativeslastweek.Bidenhascalledfor
theprocessnottodisrupttheadministration’s
positiveagenda.
The extent towhichBiden candealwith

internalfissuresandchallenges,andprojecta
stabilising influenceglobally,will alsohavea
bearingonIndia’s interests.
The Trump administration has contin-

ued with the troop drawdown in
Afghanistan, bringing thenumberdown to
2,500,despiteadeadlockinAfghangovern-
ment-TalibannegotiationsinDoha,andcon-
tinued Taliban-sponsored terrorist activity
and attacks. As Vice President, Biden had
also supported a reduction in the USmili-
taryfootprint inAfghanistan,assessingitas
endless,andseeingthefatigueinUSsociety
fromtheprolongedinvolvementandlosses.
Whether the incoming administration en-
ables the existing governance framework
and constitution to endure or caves into
Taliban encroachments, will be among the
first tests of itswill and international pres-
tige. It will also affect its relationshipwith
Pakistan,dependingonthedegreetowhich
the latter is responsive to terrorism-related
concerns,orsurrendersagainto itsprocliv-
ity to seek “strategic depth” and dominate
Afghanistan through the Taliban. Pakistan
will try tomarket itself initially as useful in
theAfghanistan context, and seek leverage
in theUS-India relationship.
Themostkeenlywatchedpolicyorienta-

tionwouldbeonChina.TheTrumpadminis-
tration, after some flip-flops in the first year,
adopted an increasingly strident tone since
December2017.Therewasbroadlya“whole-
of-government” approach with the Vice
President, Secretary of State, Secretary of
Defense,National SecurityAdviser, Attorney
General, FBI Director, and a host of subordi-
nate officials comingoutwith a series of co-
ordinatedpolicypronouncements.Exceptions
to this were Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin and Adviser to President Jared
Kushner,whowereseenascontinuingto fo-
cus on advantages from cooperation. There
wasalsoa“whole-of-society”approachwith
theadministration’smessagesdirectedatUS
business,universities,governors,think-tanks,
entertainmentindustry,torecognisethedan-
gersemanatingfromChinaandnotgiveinto
blandishments, or short-term financial or
profitneeds.China’sauthoritariansystemun-

derPresidentXiwasdescribedasachallenge
toUS-espouseddemocraticvalues;itspreda-
tory economic and forced technology trans-
ferpracticesasa challenge toUS technologi-
calleadership;itsunilateralmilitaryassertions
intheEastandSouthChinaSeaandelsewhere
wereassessedasachallengetoarules-based
internationalorder.Aseriesofmeasureswere
adoptedtodenytechnologyandfinancingac-
cess,targetingChinesetechnologycompanies,
those linked to itsmilitary, those involved in
internationally-illegalconstructionactivityin
theSouthChinaSea.Constraintswereplaced
on the operation of Chinese media and
ConfucianInstitutesintheUS,itsconsulatein
Houstonwas closed, sanctions placed on
Chinese officials involved in the crackdown
andhumanrightsviolationsinHongKongand
Xinjiang, andhigher-level government con-
tactsauthorisedwithTaiwan.
TheBidenteamwouldwanttoprojectthat

itisdifferentfromandmoreeffectivethanthe
Trumpadministration.Itsrhetoricmaybeless
sharp.ItmaybelessprovocativeonTaiwan.It
willwant to coordinatemorewith allies, in-
cluding in Europe. But the substance of the
Trumpadministration’sapproachisnotlikely
tochange.Chinaisseentobemoreauthoritar-
ianunderXi,drivinganailinthecoffinofhope
andconvenience-drivenUSanalysisthatmore
engagementwould lead topolitical andeco-
nomic liberalisation in China. Competition
withChinawill alsoprovide thepeg for gen-
eratingbipartisansupportinforeconomic,in-
frastructureandcompetitionpolicies.
Relationswith India would remain on

track.Bidenhasconsistentlybeensupportive,
callingatvarioustimesfortheremovalofsanc-
tions against India, piloting the 2008 Civil
NuclearCooperationAgreementintheSenate,
anddescribing the relationship as adefining
partnership of the20th century. Speaking at
theHudsonInstituteonJuly9,2020,Secretary
ofState-designateBlinkensaidthat“strength-
ening anddeepening the relationshipwith
Indiaisgoingtobeaveryhighpriority”.
TheUS’schoicesonRussia(CAATSAsanc-

tions) and Iran (JCPOA)will alsohaveabear-
ingonIndia’sinterests.Thesewillbedrivenby
America'sperceptionofitsinterestsandpolit-
icalcompulsions.Butitcanbeconfidentlyex-
pectedthataBiden-Harrisadministrationwill
sustainthebipartisansupportfortheIndiare-
lationship initiated by Bill Clinton in 2000.
Therewillbesomedifferencesonissuesper-
taining tohuman rights and climate change,
buttheycanbeeffectivelyhandledifthestrate-
gicframeiskeptinviewatbothends.

Thewriter isa former Indian
ambassador to theUS

INA fewdays, thenationwill commemorate
the birth of the republic. This year, Republic
Dayfallsintheshadowofthewreckagecaused
by the COVID-19pandemic andprotests by
thousandsoffarmersonthebordersofthena-
tionalcapitalagainstlawsthatseektofurther
corporateinterests.Itisalsoatimetoreflecton
thehealth of thenation and ask ourselves if
all’swellwiththerepublic.
Somedaysago,whilelaunchingabookon

Mahatma Gandhi, RSS supremo Mohan
Bhagwatsaid:“IfyouareaHinduthenyouwill
beanautomaticpatriot.Youmaybeanuncon-
sciousHindu,youmayneedawakening,buta
Hinduwill never be anti-India.” Thedivisive
intent behind this statement is self-evident.
FortheRSSandBJP,religionistheaxisaround
whichthenationconstitutesitself.
TheenvironmentofhatetheRSShadcre-

ated around the Partition of the country
claimed the life of the Father of theNation,
MahatmaGandhi. NathuramGodse, who
murderedGandhi,continuestobehailedasa
greatpatriotbymanyRSS-BJPsupporters.As
perBhagwat’sdefinitionofpatriotism,aGodse
will qualify as a patriot but not a Babasaheb
Ambedkar,whochoseBuddhismafterreject-

ingadiscriminatoryHinduism.TheRSSchief’s
remark is also intended at downplaying the
contributionsof people fromother religions,
secularistsandatheistsinthefreedommove-
ment and the development of the republic.
AccordingtoBhagwat,aMaulanaAzadwould
notbeapatriotbecausehewasanon-Hindu.
DadabhaiNaorojiandHomiJehangirBhabha
toowouldnotqualify.Arevolutionarypatriot
like Bhagat Singh, because of himbeing an
atheist,wouldhavehispatriotismquestioned,
ironically,bythosewhostayedawayfromthe
freedommovement.
Our freedommovementwas the conflu-

enceofmanystreamsofthoughtsandactions.
Thecommunistsraisedtheissueof liberation
not only from foreign rule but also fromall
formsofexploitation.Gandhi,afterhisreturn
fromSouth Africa, during the same period
emergedas the leaderof theanti-imperialist
freedommovement. He raised the issue of
Hindu-Muslim unity. Ambedkar, who re-
turnedfromLondonin1920,calledforthean-
nihilationofcaste.
The communists, Gandhi andAmbedkar

haddifferences but theyworked together to
unitethepeopleandtoendcolonialrule.After

India gained Independence in 1947 and the
Constituent Assemblywas convened, these
threestreamsengagedwitheachothertocon-
solidate the idealsof equality, libertyand fra-
ternityintheConstitution.
At the same time, theHindu right-wing,

namelytheRSSandHinduMahasabhaunder
VDSavarkar,was trying to sabotage thena-
tionalmovement.When thewhole country
was getting united for a decisive struggle
against colonialism, theRSS andMahasabha
weretryingtodividethecountryinthename
ofreligion.ItisironicthattheRSS,whichnever
tookpartinthefreedomstruggle,anditsaffil-
iate,theBJP,aredistributingcertificatesofpa-
triotismtoday.
Longago,Ambedkarhadwarnedthat“itis

perfectlypossibletoperverttheConstitution,
withoutchangingtheformbymerelychang-
ingtheformofadministrationandtomakeit
inconsistent and opposed to the spirit of
Constitution”.
The communists, Ambedkarites and

Gandhians need to take up the challenge to
savetherepublicandtheConstitution.

Thewriterisgeneralsecretary,CPI

Relations with India would
remain on track. Biden has
consistently been
supportive, calling at various
times for the removal of
sanctions against India,
piloting the 2008 Civil
Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement in the Senate,
and describing the
relationship as a defining
partnership of the 20th
century. Speaking at the
Hudson Institute on July 9,
2020, Secretary of State-
designate Blinken said that
‘strengthening and
deepening the relationship
with India is going to be a
very high priority’.

The communists, Gandhi
and Ambedkar had
differences but they worked
together to unite the people
and to end colonial rule.At
the same time, the Hindu
right-wing, namely the RSS
and Hindu Mahasabha
under V D Savarkar, was
trying to sabotage the
national movement.
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Cricket isanart.Likeallarts ithas

atechnicalfoundation.
— CLRJamesTHEEDITORIALPAGE

IRAN-US DEAL
THE US REACHED an agreement with Iran
forthereleaseof the52Americanhostages,
but Iran’schiefhostagenegotiatorsaidtheir
flight to freedomawaitedofficialwordthat
billions of dollars have been transferred to
the Bank of England. At a news conference
in Teheran, Iranian negotiator Behzad
Nabavi said the hostages would be put
aboard a plane “immediately after” Iran
hearsofficially fromAlgeria that theUShas
transferredmoney to an Algerian account
intheBankofEnglandundertheagreement
toexchangethehostages for frozen Iranian
funds. Diplomatic sources in Teheran said
a technicalhitchwith thebanking transac-

tions had delayed the departure of the
hostages.

PM ON ASIA
PRIMEMINISTERINDIRAGandhisaid, “that
deliberate attempts were being made to
convert Asia into a zone of conflict”.
Addressing members of the Punjab
Congress (I) Legislature Party at her resi-
dencetoday,shesaidthatthetensionwhich
used to be in Europe was being shifted to
Asia.Sheheldthesuperpowersresponsible
for this.MrsGandhisaidthat Indiawas fac-
ing great difficulties as a result of interna-
tional tension around the country and the
Indianocean.

JAGUAR DEAL
THE FINAL DECISION on the Indo-British
Jaguar deal is likely to be taken before
British PrimeMinister Margaret Thatcher
visits India inmid-April.Contrarytotheim-
pression given by the British Aerospace
chief that the Jaguar deal had not run into
any problems, information suggests that
the Indiangovernment isgoingaheadwith
theexaminationof thedeal. Asmanyas18
Jaguar aircraft loaned by the British are al-
ready in squadron service in the IndianAir
Force.Thequestionbeingdiscussed ishow
manymore— suitablymodified for Indian
conditions—shouldbebought fromBritish
Aerospace in fly-off conditions.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“The continuous violence in Afghanistan has raised serious questions about
the sustainability of the peace process, as well as the Kabul government’s ability
to defend the country once all foreign forces leave.” —DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE
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Chinoy’s criticism of
Kissinger rests on thin ice
because it relies on a
questionable and largely
plagiarised work of
secondary scholarship. Had
he consulted other studies
on Wang Xuance, Chinoy
would have realised that the
Tang emissary’s military
action in India, which took
place in 648, was not
‘apocryphal in terms of its
scale and significance’. Quite
to the contrary, it was a
significant event that
resulted in the abdication,
punishment and
incarceration of the Indian
official/ruler who
supposedly initiated the
military confrontation.

Cooperate for
the consumer

RERAhasplacedinterestsofhomebuyersatthe
heartof therealestatesector.Oppositiontoit in

somestatesisanti-constitutional

CONSUMER PROTECTION IS an article of
faith for the NarendraModi government.
Consumersarethefulcrumofanyindustry,
theprotectionofwhose interests is central
toitsgrowthanddevelopment.Withinone-
and-half-yearsofassumingoffice,theModi
government enacted the Real Estate
(RegulationandDevelopment)Act(RERA),
whichhadbeenintheworksformorethan
adecade.
RERAhas infused governance in ahith-

ertounregulatedsector.Alongwithdemon-
etisation andGST, it has, to a large extent,
cleansed the real estate sector of black
money. It has transformational provisions,
conscientiously addressing issueswhich
havebeenaconstantbaneforthesector.The
Act stipulates that no project can be sold
withoutprojectplansbeingapprovedbythe
competent authority and theproject being
registeredwiththeregulatoryauthority,put-
ting to an end thepractice of selling on the
basisofdeceitfuladvertisements.
Promoters are required to maintain

“project based separate bank accounts” to
preventfunddiversion.Themandatorydis-
closure of unit sizes basedon “carpet area”
strikes at the root of unfair trade practices.
Theprovision forpaymentof “equal rateof
interest”bythepromoterorthebuyerincase
ofdefaultreinforcesequity.Theseandmany
other provisions have empowered con-
sumers, rectifying the power asymmetry
prevalent inthesector.
Thenegotiatinghistoryofthislegislation

demandsthatatsomeappropriatetime,all
the attemptsmade toderail this legislation
be catalogued. After years of deliberations,
the billwas introduced in the Rajya Sabha
during theUPA's tenure in2013. It is essen-
tialtohighlightthestarkdifferencesbetween
the 2013 bill and the 2016Act. Thiswould
help understand the commitment of the
Modigovernmentinprotectingtheinterests
of homebuyers. The 2013bill coverednei-
ther“ongoingprojects”nor“commercialreal
estate”. The thresholds for registration of
projects were so high thatmost projects
wouldhaveescapedcoverageunderthelaw.
Theseexclusionsmadethe2013billmean-
ingless and detrimental to the interests of
homebuyers.
Aftertheformationof theModigovern-

ment in 2014, a holistic reviewwas carried
outalongwithmultiplestakeholderconsul-
tations and thereafter both “ongoing proj-
ects” and “commercial projects”were in-
cluded in the bill. The thresholds for
registration of projectswas also reduced.
Withoutthesteadfastnessandresoluteness
of thePM,RERAwouldneverhaveseenthe
lightofday.
While the 2013 billwas pending in the

Parliament, the Congress government in
Maharashtra,whichhadquietlyenactedits
own law in the Assembly in 2012, took
Presidential assentunderArticle254of the

Constitution in February 2014, just two
monthsbeforethe2014generalelections.In
Maharashtra, RERA, therefore, would not
haveapplied.Theironyof theactionsof the
Congress at theCentre and inMaharashtra
was not lost on anyone and constitutes a
stingingindictmentofthethenUPAgovern-
ment at the Centre. The suspicionwas fur-
therheightenedwhenoneseesthatthestate
lawwasnotconsumer-friendly.Forpolitical
gains, theUPAdangled an incomplete and
incoherent law, while approving under
Article 254 of the Constitution, its own
party’s state bill,whichwouldhave caused
permanent damage to the homebuyers of
Maharashtra. TheModi government cor-
rected this anomaly by repealing the state
Actvidesection92ofRERA.Thiswasdoneby
invokingtheprovisounderthesameArticle
254,whichprovidesforpowersof repeal.
OurcommitmenttowardsRERAdidnot

endwithitsenactment.Wefacedabarrage
of writ petitions, challenging its constitu-
tional validity. In December 2017, the
BombayHighCourtupheldthelawinitsen-
tirety, putting to rest any doubts about the
validity,needandimportanceofRERA.
RERA is a seminal effort in cooperative

federalism.ThoughtheActhasbeenpiloted
bytheCentralgovernment,therulesaretobe
notifiedbystategovernments, andthereg-
ulatory authorities and the appellate tri-
bunalsarealsotobeappointedbythem.The
regulatoryauthoritiesare requiredtoman-
age the day-to-day operations, resolve dis-
putes, and run an active and informative
websiteforproject information.
Attheotherend,inaglaringexampleof

constitutional impropriety and poor gov-
ernance,West Bengal trampled upon the
supremacy of the Parliament by ignoring
RERAandenacting itsownstate law—the
West Bengal Housing Industry Regulation
Act (WBHIRA)— in2017.Despitemultiple
efforts by theCentre,West Bengal refused
to implement RERA, causing irreparable
losstohomebuyers.Knowingfullwellthat
therewasalreadyacentral lawonthesub-
ject,thestategovernmentenactedWBHIRA
in2017, anddidnot even care to approach
thePresidentof Indiaseekingassentforthe
statebillunderArticle254.Thisdefianceof
constitutional principles has been chal-
lenged in the Supreme Court. I am confi-
dent that soon,WBHIRAwill be rendered
unconstitutionalandwewouldhave“One
NationOneRERA”.
SinceRERAcameintofullforce,34states

andUnionterritorieshavenotifiedtherules,
30 states andUnion territories have set up
realestateregulatoryauthoritiesand26have
setupappellatetribunals.Theoperationali-
sation of aweb-portal for project informa-
tion,which is at the heart of ensuring full
project transparency, has been opera-
tionalised by 26 regulatory authorities.
Around60,000projectsand45,723reales-
tateagentshavebeenregisteredwithregu-
latoryauthorities.Twenty-twoindependent
judicial officers have been appointed to re-
dress consumerdisputes, and59,649com-
plaintshavebeendisposed-off.
RERAistotherealestatesectorwhatSEBI

is to the securitiesmarket. As I havealways
said,thehistoryofurbanIndiaandofthereal
estatesectorwillalwaysberememberedin
twophases—“PreRERA”and“PostRERA”.

Thewriter isamemberoftheUnioncouncil
ofministers

IN A RECENT op-ed in this paper (‘A history
fact-check forChina’, IE, January13), SujanR
Chinoy took to task Henry Kissinger for ac-
ceptingat facevalueMaoZedong’sassertion
that China and India fought “one-and-a-half
wars”severalcenturiesago.Chinoyobserved
thatthisclaim,whichfigures intheprologue
toKissinger’s2011volumeOnChina,misrep-
resentsthehistoricalrecordof thesemilitary
encounters.Atatimewhenwearesaturated
by social-media-drivenmisinformation and
disinformation,anyattempttofact-checkand
set the record straight is indeed welcome.
Especially so, if it is accompanied by the
chancetofurtherexposethetaintedlegacyof
the ColdWar’s most celebrated strategist.
Sadly, Chinoy’s charge that Kissinger reveals
“insufficient scholarship on ancient India”
lands a hollow blow. Hollow not because
Kissinger is indeed ill-informed, but hollow
becauseso isChinoy.
Notwithstanding the op-ed’s pivot to de-

liveracontemporary(andlaudable)anti-war
message, Chinoy dabbles in intricate histori-
caldetailswithouthimselfbeingknowledge-
able about them firsthand. In theprocess, he
displaysapoorknowledgeofbothIndianand
Chinesehistoryandsuspectresearchskills,all
ofwhich are representative of the disastrous
stateofChinaandChina-IndiastudiesinIndia.
Chinoy’s criticism of Kissinger rests on

thinicebecauseitreliesonaquestionableand
largely plagiarisedworkof secondary schol-
arship. Had he consulted other studies on
Wang Xuance (incorrectly transliterated in
theop-edas“WangXuanze”),Chinoywould
have realised that the Tang emissary’smili-
tary action in India,which tookplace in648,
wasnot “apocryphal in termsof its scaleand
significance”. Quite to the contrary, it was a
significant event that resulted in the abdica-
tion, punishment and incarceration of the
Indianofficial/rulerwhosupposedlyinitiated
themilitaryconfrontation.
Weknowthisthroughacloseandcritical

readingofChineselanguagematerials,which
constitute a key source for Indian history of
this period. One need only look at D
Devahuti’sHarsha:APoliticalHistorytorecog-
nise how valuable suchmaterials can be in
addressingquestionsonwhichIndiansources
are silent. After all, Indian recordsmake no
mention ofWang Xuance, Xuanzang, or the
otherChineseandIndianmonksreferencedin
theop-ed.
The ability to read and analyse these

records demands significant linguistic and
methodologicaltraining.Unfortunately,there
is a significant dearth of people with such
skills in India. Furthermore, the dismissal of
thesesourcesas“apocryphal” isemblematic
of a key problem in China-India studies in
India,whereIndianscholarsofChinaassume
that theyqualify asexperts in Indianhistory,
society,politicsandeconomypurelybyvirtue
of theirbirth.Once the fact-checkingbegins,
thisconceitcomesunstuck.Thediscussionof
thekingdomofKuche,WesternRegions/Xiyu,
India/Tianzhu, theYuanandMingdynasties,
andtheuseoftheterm“HanChina”intheop-

edsuffersfromasimilarignoranceofChinese
historyandsources.
This ignorance has significant implica-

tionsbeyondtheacademicstudyofChinaand
China-Indiarelations.Toooften,Indianschol-
ars,officialsandpolitical leadersgleefullyac-
ceptChinesenarrativesof2,000yearsofbilat-
eralfriendship,especiallythoseconnectedto
Buddhism. Thus, the sectarian portrayal of
Dharmaratna and KasyapaMatanga as the
first IndianBuddhistmonksinChina, theha-
giographical accountof Bodhidharmaas the
Indian initiator ofmartial arts at the Shaolin
Temple, and even the narrative of Wang
Xuanceasapro-HarshaTangemissary—the
China-Indiastate-sponsoredfilmKungfuYoga
is based on this premise—are all celebrated
andapplauded.Fact-checkingofChina-India
history should start with questioning these
narrativesandthehistorical recordstheyare
purportedlybasedupon.
Op-eds in India and in Chinese print and

socialmedia have amplified the poor cover-
ageof China.Add to themix themore recent
COVID-19-inducedrelentlessnessofwebinars,
andwhatwehaveisanoversupplyofshoddy
analysis.ThestudyofChinesehistoryinIndia
(ofwhichChina-Indiahistoryoughtmerelyto
be a constituent part) is especially in crisis. If
we reallywant to use history and historical
sourcestodealwithChina(orfact-checkthose
whopromoteChina'sposition), thenthisop-
ed is, unfortunately, a demonstration of our
inability to do so. The issue is especially dis-
concertingbecauseChinoyheadsIndia'slead-
ingstrategicaffairs think-tank.
The inability todealwithChinesehistor-

ical sources is by nomeans endemic to the
policy analysis world; it is commonplace
among scholars and op-edwriters. There is
todaynotasinglehistorianofmodernorpre-
modern China teaching at amajor research
universityinIndia.Notonlyhaveexistingva-

canciesnotbeenfilled,thecurrentmisguided
pushtodisengagefromChinaislikelytocom-
poundthedepressingstateof affairs.Asare-
sult,wewillbecomeincreasinglyreliantupon
scholarship produced elsewhere (primarily
theUnitedStatesandtheUnitedKingdom)to
informourunderstandingofChinesehistory,
society, and politics. A real tragedy, for no
other country offers to India a comparable
combinationofalongandfascinatinghistory
and a tumultuous and transformative pres-
ent. And in the absence of meaningful re-
search that speaks to Indian concerns and
conditions, the discourse on Chinawill de-
scend into a vortex of racism, ignorance and
envy. In the history of self-goals, this would
certainlymerit apodiumfinish.
Building capacity by itself is of courseno

panaceaforeffectivepolicy formulation.The
US,whichhasalargeanddiverseChina-stud-
iescommunity, isacaseinpoint.Butcapacity
is certainly a necessary condition. As a first
step, we cannot, therefore, disengage from
China, as the present Indian government
would have us do. A similar disengagement
policyafter theChina-IndiaWarof 1962 isat
the root of the current dismal state of China
andChina-India studies in India. Reinvoking
that ColdWarmentality will not serve our
goal to understand, analyse and respond to
China. Instead, there should be more aca-
demic exchanges between Indian and
Chinese scholars,more institutions teaching
China-related courses in India, and more
Indianscholarswhocancompetentlyscruti-
niseChinesesources,policies, andsocialand
cultural developments. The alternativemay
appear self-congratulatory but will end up
beingself-defeating.

Ghosh(HarvardUniversity)andSen(NYU
Shanghai)arehistoriansofChinaandChina-

India interactions

WELCOME GESTURE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Shot cir-
cuit' (IE, January 18). Healthcarework-
ers received the anti-COVID-shot on
January 16. The priority given to them
underlinesthegratitudefortheirdeter-
mination.Inacountrywherepoliticians
neverwait for their turn, it'sheartening
to see a gesture like this. But the prime
ministerandotherlawmakersshouldbe
included in the first phase as thiswill
heighten public confidence in the vac-
cines.

RishitaKhanna,Kota

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, 'Shortcir-
cuit' (IE, January 18). The vaccination
drivehastakenoffwithfanfare,withthe
PMbackingthesafetyandefficacyofthe
vaccines. To instil confidence, the vac-
cinemust be given “live” on TV to the
President of India, the PM, theHealth
Minister, and the Leader of the
Opposition. Observing their post-vac-
cinehealthconditionwillenablegreater
success.

SSPaul,Nadia

DEBT JUGGLING
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial 'Lendinga
hand', (IE, January19).FICCI'seconomic
outlooksurveyhasprojectedthatIndia's
GDPgrowthisexpectedtoremaininthe
negative territory in the coming finan-

cialyear.Theslumpineconomicactivi-
ties would only worsen the balance
sheetsof thecommercialbanksfurther.
There aremarket-based asset restruc-
turingandsecuritisationarrangements
already in place and a publicly-funded
specialisedbanktomanageall stressed
assetswill only see the crisis changing
hands. Banks should float independent
entitieswithintheirsystemsto dealwith
their stressed assets. Thiswould insure
against themoral hazard of reckless
lendinginthefutureiskeptincheckand
successful resolutionswillhave lessons
thatwillbeembeddedwithintheinsti-
tutionalmemoryof thebanks.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THEPRIMEMINISTERusuallyhitsbull’seye
with the branding and messaging of his
ideas. But he has had a miss with
“AtmanirbharBharat”,steppingintothecul-
turally loadedminefieldof “self-reliance”—
a noble word turned ignoble after 1991.
Instead, he should have given a clarion call
for “Atma Vishwasi Bharat”. His colleagues
andacolyteswouldnothavehadsuchahard
time, splitting hairs, reinterpreting
Atmanirbhar to mean self-sufficiency not
self-relianceandarguing that theoldxeno-
phobic meaning of the word is consistent
with the ideaof globalisation.
He shouldusehis considerablepivoting

skills and turn Atmanirbhar to Atma
Vishwasi Bharat (AVB) or self-confident
Bharat. Signalling “yes we can” will work
well with those sections of society eager to
claw their way up the social status and in-
comeladder(euphemisticallycalled“aspir-
ing India”) andwith businesses and young
Indianswho strive to be global citizens in a
world that, as all of us Indians know, is not
inclusive,hasneverreallylikedusverymuch
andgivesusourduewithgreat reluctance.
Sofar,ourunder-confidentdiscoursehas

beenall about “Canwereally?” It has apar-
allel track: “Look at us, see howwonderful
our heritage is”. But the latter is more of a
defensive justification than a statement of

intrinsicbelief inourselves.Thepre-liberal-
isationIndian,still therulingagecohort,has
some degree of diffidence with respect to
the rest of the world. Liberalisation’s chil-
dren do better, many of them especially in
the upper class have had student or work-
related contact overseas and have had a
chance tobenchmark themselves. Thegen-
eration born after 2000 has a lot less bag-
gage,butallof themwillgomuchfurther in
theworldwiththetailwindofatmavishwas.
In AVB, “Make in India”would translate

into not feeling paralysed that China domi-
natesmanufacturingfortheworld,butinbe-
lieving thatwecangetourownsmall share
of thepie,andworkingtowards itbysetting
our own targets, devising our own strategy
andmaking it happenourownway.
Instead of atmavishwas about being the

pharma factory to theworld and building it
evenbigger,wespookourselvesbysayingwe
arehollow,wesourceactiveingredientsfrom
China.Thefact isthatweusedtomakethem
ourselvesuntilChineseundercutus.Wehave
the know-how and themanufacturing ca-
pacitytodoitagain,sowehavethepowerto
make or buy as needed.We enviously note
thatwesterncountriesarealreadygivingthe
vaccineandstockpilingit,butwhenitcomes
toourownvaccineavailability,wecomment
onapprovalswithnotenoughdata,insteadof

giving it amightypush.Peoplewho interact
withthegovernmentforbusinessapprovals
say that atmavishwas has to start with the
executive establishment, whose first com-
mentis:“Dowetrustyourdata?Howdidyou
manage todo it?”
Unlikemost countries, including China,

we have a totally interoperable digital pay-
ments system that removes the power of
closedloopgroupsandisapublicutilitywith
thecapabilitytohandleenormousvolumeat
avery lowprice.WehavecreatedanITserv-
ices hub for theworld, but we still say “Oh
why dowenot have products?” AVBwould
investtocreaterealglobalbrands,notbecon-
tent with exporting products around the
worldwithnamelabelssoldtofacelessdeal-
ers,withoutvisibilityofactualuserdemand.
InAVB,SMEswouldforcebankstofindmore
appropriatemethodstocreditappraisethem
insteadofsaying“youhavenothingtocollat-
eralise” and offering high risk pricing. AVB
wouldmakeaneffort tocapture itsowndo-
mestic demand instead of trying to sell the
idea of our demand to lure reluctant FDI or
let China dump in ourmarkets becausewe
saywe can’t compete. AVBwould celebrate
that we have Indianised Amazon and our
small producers are gettingmarket access.
AVBwould also rapMNCs for violation of
rules,whennecessary,andnotbeswayedby

cries of “If you do this, no onewill invest in
us”.AVBwouldusetheworlds’businessesto
further its own cause, not complain about
globalisation making us vulnerable. As a
layperson, I believe that AVB iswhatwe are
seeing, at last, inour foreignpolicy.
Large swathes of India’s elite, including

politicalparties,donotpreferanAVB. Itwill
decrease the power distance between the
masses and the classes; it may jeopardise
their hard-earned positions on the global
stage tobe spokespersons for India.
AVBwill solve India’s problemswith (to

borrow from C K Prahalad) “next practice”
(newandbetter, leadingtheworld)not“best
practice” andwill not dismiss the consider-
ableIndianinnovationinthisdirectionasju-
gaad until foreigners bless it. AVB business
schoolswill focusoncreatinganewbodyof
managementexperienceandresearchema-
natingfromIndiathatmakestheworldtake
note(andwehaveplentytoshowthere),and
notfocusondoinglessrelevantresearchthat
Westernpeer-reviewedjournalswillpublish.
Yes, thelinebetweenself-confidenceand

smokingyourowndopeisthin,butwehaveso
muchtoshowalready.ForgetAtmanirbharta.
Let’s takeitupseveralnotches.

Thewriter is amarket strategy
consultant

WhyPMmustpushforaself-confidentBharat,notaself-reliantone

Yes, India can
RamaBijapurkar
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Razdanfiles
phishingscam
complaint
NewDelhi:SeniorTVjour-
nalist Nidhi Razdan has
filedacomplaintwiththe
DelhiPolice, alleging that
she was a victim of a
phishing scam inwhich
shewas given a fraudu-
lent offer of a position of
AssociateProfessoratthe
HarvardUniversity.Asen-
iorDelhiPoliceofficersaid
theyhavestartedtheirin-
vestigationandareexam-
iningaseriesofemailsex-
changed with those
behind the alleged scam
as well as other docu-
ments. ENS

MAHARASHTRA

Indrani’splea
againstuniform
injail rejected
Mumbai: A special court
on Tuesday rejected a
plea filed by formerme-
dia executive Indrani
Mukerjea, against wear-
ing a uniform in jail.
Mukerjea,who isbehind
barssince2015fortheal-
leged murder of her
daughter Sheena Bora,
had said that since the
past fewweeks, Byculla
women’s jail authorities
haddirectedhertoweara
greensaree,usuallyworn
by convicts. Mukerjea
saidthatsheisstillanun-
dertrial whose alleged
crime is not proven and
hence as per law should
bepresumedinnocenttill
proven guilty. She had
saidthatitwascausingan
impact on her “mental
well-being”. ENS

MADHYAPRADESH

ManrapesDalit
girl, triestobury
heralive;held
Betul: A man allegedly
rapeda13-year-oldDalit
girlandthentriedtobury
her alive in a pit in
Madhya Pradesh’s Betul
district, police said on
Tuesday. The incident
took place on Monday
evening followingwhich
the 35-year-old accused
wasarrested,andthegirl,
who is serious, has been
referred to a hospital in
Maharashtra. PTI

MAHARASHTRA

‘TalojaJailnot
equippedto
trackRaohealth’
Mumbai: The counsel
representing thewife of
octogenerianTelugupoet
and Elgaar Parishad case
accused P Varavara Rao
began arguments
Tuesday in the petition
seeking bail onmedical
grounds for the accused
before the BombayHigh
Court. The lawyer reiter-
ated that even though
Nanavati Hospital in
Mumbai had given an
opinion in its January 12
medical report that Rao
was fit to be discharged,
Talojajailhospitaldidnot
have the facilities and
wherewithal to continue
the close monitoring of
Rao’s health. The lawyer
soughtthatRaoshouldgo
back to his home in
Hyderabad, where his
healthcouldbetracked.A
division bench of Justice
SS Shinde and Justice
Manish Pitale was hear-
ing a plea by Rao’s wife,
Pendyala Hemalatha,
seekinghisreleaseonbail
from the Taloja Jail on
healthgrounds. ENS

PVaravaraRao

Tandav makers agree to
changes, thank I&B ‘guidance’

Panel suggests
nod to phase 1 trial
of nasal vaccine

JEE (Main): Class
XII criterion
dropped again

VACCINATIONDRIVE CONTINUES: Seconddayof the
Covid-19vaccinationdrive inMumbai.AmitChakravarty

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JANUARY19

THEHEADMASTERandanassis-
tant teacher of a government
school in Lalitpur district have
beensuspendedafter aquoteal-
legedlydefamingBrahminswas
foundpaintedontheschoolwall
anditsphotoswentviral.
The district Basic Siksha

Adhikari (BSA) and the Block
EducationOfficer (BEO)went to
the school onSunday to inaugu-
ratea smart class. Thequotewas
seen in the photographs of the
event.
TheBSAsuspendedheadmas-

terAnilKumarRahul,whoisfrom
aDalit community, andassistant
teacherQadir KhanonMonday,

whileaninquiryreportbytheBEO
ispending.
Someorganisations alsode-

manded action against the two
administrativeofficials, accusing
themof ignoringthequote.
District Magistrate Annavi

DineshkumaronTuesdaysaidthe
district administration removed
thequotewithinhoursofcoming
toknowaboutit.
“OnSunday,therewasthein-

augurationofasmartclassatthe
school,andtheBSA,alongwithlo-
cal BEOBrijesh Singh,was there.
There, this thingwaswritten on
thewall. As thephotos of the in-
auguration were given to the
press,fromthereitwentonsocial
media.Somepeoplebelongingto
a local Brahmin organisation
protested andgave amemoran-

dum. Earlier, after it came toour
notice, the quotewas removed
fromthewall. Following theob-
jection, the suspensionwas or-
dered onMonday. Based on the
inquiry report furtheractionwill
betaken,”headded.
Askedaboutreportsofpeople

demandinganFIR in connection
withthe incident, themagistrate
saiditcanbeconsideredafterthe
inquiryreportissubmitted.An or-
ganisation called the Sarv
BrahminMahamandal haswrit-
ten to Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, demanding legal ac-
tion against the BSA andBrijesh
Singh,accusingthemofexpress-
inghappinessonseeingthequote.
BSA Ram Pravesh told The

IndianExpress,“Thematterisviral
on socialmedia and things like

this should never be done in a
schoolbyanyoneas these things
affect students... This particular
schoolhasbothprimaryandjun-
iorhighschoolclasses.”
Theofficialsaidthedistrictad-

ministrationdoesnotknowwho
allowed the quote to bewritten
ontheschoolwall.
“Itwillbeclearfollowinganin-

vestigation.Wehave suspended
headmasterin-chargeAnilKumar
RahulandassistantteacherQadir
Khan. Before themerger, Khan
was the headmaster of the pri-
mary school and Kumarwas of
thejuniorhighschool. Ihavealso
askedtheBlockEducationofficer
ofMehrauni area to hold an in-
quiryin.Theintentionbehindthe
steptakenbythesepeoplewillbe
clearaftertheprobe,”headded.

Lalitpur: Brahmin outfit seeks action over
quote on school wall, headmaster suspended

323
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

CASES:
10,581,837
TESTS: 187,802,827 | RECOVERIES: 10,228,753

ACTIVE CASES:200,528
DEATHS: 152,556

TODAY
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS
10,064 137 17,411 709,791

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMCASES(TODAY)
CASESTODAY CASESTODAY

Kerala 3,346 851,195
Maharashtra 1,924 1,992,683
TamilNadu 551 831,323

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMDEATHS(TODAY)
DEATHSTODAY TOTAL

Maharashtra 43 51,680
Kerala 17 3,528
WestBengal 10 10,063

DataasonJanuary18,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare,IndianCouncilofMedical
Researchandstategovernments.Oftenthenumbersreleasedeverydaycontaindatafrompreviousdays

aswell.Assuch,trendsbasedondailynumbersareonlyindicativeandnotdefinitive

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

NUMBER OF
VACCINATIONS
TODAY

1,77,368
Yesterday:4,54,049

NUMBER OF ADVERSE
EVENTS AFTER
IMMUNIZATION

404
Yesterday:580

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

INDIAWILLofficiallybeginitsvac-
cinediplomacyonWednesdayby
supplyingMade-in-India Covid-
19 vaccines to its neighbouring
andkeypartnercountries.
Bhutan andMaldiveswill be

the first to get the vaccines from
Wednesday, followed by
Bangladesh,Nepal,Myanmarand
Seychelles.SriLanka,Afghanistan
andMauritiuswill alsogetdoses
once theygivenecessary regula-
toryapprovals.
A consignment containing 1

lakhdosesofCovishieldvaccines
will reachMale on January 20.
With this,Maldives, alongwith
Bhutan,will become the first re-
cipientoftheIndiangovernment’s
gift,manufacturedby theSerum
Instituteof India(SII).
NewDelhiwants to portray

thisexerciseasyetanothertesta-
ment to itsNeighbourhoodFirst
policy--thegovernmentisgoing
tobrandit“VaccineMaitri”.

Pakistanhasnotbeennamed
asaneighbouringcountrywhich
will get the vaccine though
Islamabadisexploringoptionsto
get it throughaglobal allianceor
bilateralarrangements.
Announcingthemove,Prime

MinisterNarendraModitweeted,
“India isdeeplyhonouredtobea
long-trustedpartner inmeeting
thehealthcareneedsoftheglobal
community. Supplies of Covid
vaccines toseveral countrieswill
commencetomorrow,andmore
will followinthedaysahead.”
External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar tweeted, “India fulfils
commitment to give vaccines to
humanity.Suppliestoourneigh-
bourswill start on20th January.
ThePharmacyof theWorldwill
deliver to overcome the COVID
challenge.”AccordingtoMEA,the
governmenthasreceivedseveral
requests for the supplyof Indian
manufactured vaccines from
neighbouring and key partner
countries.
“Inresponsetotheserequests,

andinkeepingwithIndia’sstated

commitment to use India’s vac-
cineproduction anddelivery ca-
pacitytohelpallofhumanityfight
theCovidpandemic,suppliesun-
der grant assistance to Bhutan,
Maldives, Bangladesh, Nepal,
MyanmarandSeychelleswillbe-
gin from20 January 2021. In re-
spect of Sri Lanka, Afghanistan
andMauritius,we are awaiting
their confirmation of necessary
regulatory clearances,” theMEA
saidinastatement.
Theministrysaidthattheim-

munisationprogramme is being
implementedinIndia,asinother
countries, inaphasedmanner to
cover the healthcare providers,
frontlineworkers and themost
vulnerable. Keeping in view the
domestic requirements of the
phasedrollout,Indiawillcontinue
to supply vaccines to partner
countriesinaphasedmanner.
“Itwill ensure that domestic

manufacturerswillhaveadequate
stockstomeetdomesticrequire-
mentswhilesupplyingabroad,”it
said.
Intheongoingeffort,Indiawill

continue to supply countries all
over the world with vaccines.
“Thiswillbecalibratedagainstdo-
mesticrequirementsandinterna-
tionaldemandandobligations,in-
cluding under GAVI’s Covax
facility todeveloping countries,”
itsaid.Priortothedeliveryofvac-
cines,atrainingprogramme,cov-
ering administrative andopera-
tionalaspects,isbeingconducted
onWednesdayandThursday for
immunisationmanagers, cold
chainofficers,communicationof-
ficersanddatamanagersofthere-
cipientcountries,bothatnational
andprovincial levels.
India had earlier supplied

Hydroxychloroquine,Remdesivir
andParacetamol tablets, aswell
as diagnostic kits, ventilators,
masks, gloves andothermedical
supplies to a large number of
countriesduringthepandemic.
Indiahasalsoprovided train-

ingtoseveralneighbouringcoun-
tries to enhance and strengthen
their clinical capabilities, under
thePartnerships forAccelerating
ClinicalTrials(PACT)programme.

India begins vaccine diplomacy,
first doses in Bhutan,Maldives
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FOLLOWING a secondmeeting
with the Union Ministry of
InformationandBroadcastingon
Tuesday, themakers of Tandav
saidtheyhaddecidedtodropcer-
tain scenes from the Amazon
Primewebseries. In a statement
announcing the same, themak-
ers thanked theministry for its
"guidance"ontheissue.
Themakers of the political

drama,alongwithrepresentatives
ofAmazonPrime,hadbeencalled
for the secondvideo-conference
meetingbytheI&BMinistryafter
theywere asked to explain their
standonMonday,onthenumber
ofcomplaintstheministrysaidit
hadreceived.
Theshow’sdirector,AliAbbas

Zafar,whowas present for both
meetingsaspersources,tweeted
onTuesdayeveningthattheywill
make changes to “address the
concerns raised”. He said, “The
cast&crewofTandavhavemade
the decision to implement the
changes to theweb series to ad-
dresstheconcernsraisedtowards
thesame.WethanktheMinistry
of InformationandBroadcasting
fortheguidance&support inthe
matter.Weonceagain apologise
if the series has unintentionally
hurtanybody’ssentiments.”
He added, “Wehave utmost

respect for the sentiments of the
peopleofourcountry.Wedidnot
intendtohurtoroffendthesenti-
ments of any individual, caste,
community, race, religionorreli-
giousbeliefs, or insult or outrage
any institution, political party or
person, livingordead.”
Thiswasthesecondstatement

inasmanydays fromhim.Along
withproducerHimanshuMehra,

Zafar had said onMonday that
Tandavwas“aworkoffiction”and
thatthey“unconditionallyapolo-
gise if it hasunintentionallyhurt
anybody’ssentiments”.Theyhad
added, “... we have been closely
monitoring viewer reactions to
theweb series Tandav and today
duringadiscussion, theMinistry
of InformationandBroadcasting
informed us regarding a large
number of grievances andpeti-
tionsreceivedonvariousfacetsof
theweb serieswith serious con-
cernsandapprehensionsregard-
ing its contenthurting the senti-
mentsofpeople”.
A nine-episode political

thrillerthatstartedstreaminglast
week,TandavstarsBollywoodA-
listers Saif Ali Khan, Dimple
Kapadia and Mohd Zeeshan
Ayyub.
OnTuesday, therewere calls

fromseveralBJPleadersforaction
againstTandav,withPTIreporting
thatHaryanaHomeMinisterAnil
Vij demanded that the showbe
removedfromthedigitalplatform
and urging the government to
make a provision for censoring
web series before they are
screened. As per a PTI report,
MadhyaPradeshHomeMinister

NarottamMishrasaidtheywillfile
a case against Tandavmakers,
adding, “I condemn the way
ZeeshanAyyub,SaifAliKhanand
AliAbbasZafar reactedtoourre-
ligionandhurtsentiments.”
In Uttar Pradesh, a third FIR

wasfiledagainsttheseries,includ-
ing charges under the SC/STAct
and the InformationTechnology
Act, against Zafar, producer
Mehra,SaifAliKhan,Kapadia,ac-
tor Sunil Grover, writer Gaurav
SolankiandAmazonPrime'sIndia
headAparnaPurohit.
Akhil Bhartiya Akhara

Parishad chiefMahantNarendra
Giri claimed the apology of the
castandcrewcameonlyafterUP
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
frownedupontheincidentanda
police team fromthe statewent
toarrestZafarfollowinganFIR.
Rejecting the apology, and

calling the “disrespect” toHindu
sentiments“intentional”,Giride-
manded, “Only if all theMuslim
directors andheroes give awrit-
tenaffidavittotheofficialof their
concerned area saying theywill
not repeat thismistake, and that
theywillnevershowanythingob-
jectional about sanatan deities,
onlythenthiscanbemaderight.”

BHANDARAHOSPITALFIRE

Probe panel says short-circuit
cause of fire, blames officials
VIVEKDESHPANDE
NAGPUR, JANUARY19

THEPANELprobingtheBhandara
fire incident, inwhich 10 new-
bornsdiedatthedistricthospital
onJanuary9,submitteditsreport
to the state government on
Tuesday, fixing responsibility for
theaccidentonsomesenioroffi-
cials and giving certain recom-
mendationstothegovernmentto
preventtherecurrenceofsuchin-
cidentsinfuture.
Citing a short-circuit as the

causeofthefire,thereportbythe
committee, led by Nagpur
DivisionalCommissionerSanjeev
Kumar,hasstatedthat theshort-
circuitledtoababywarmercatch-
ingfire,andtheblazelaterspread
to thewholeOutborn section of

theSickNewbornCareUnitofthe
District Hospital at Bhandara,
sourcestoldTheIndianExpress.
“The report has blamed cer-

tain officials, including District
Civil SurgeonPramodKhandate,
fornotdoingcertainthingsintime
that could have prevented the
mishap,"saidsources.They,how-
ever, refused to give details of
what exactlyhad tobedonebut
wasn'tdoneintime.
The committeehowever, did

not recommend any action
againsttheofficialsresponsiblefor
themishap. “It is for the govern-
ment to decide what action
shouldbetaken,”sourcessaid.
Amongtherecommendations

by the committee are a separate
cadre forposts likeCivil Surgeon,
DistrictHealthOfficer andTahsil
HealthOfficer,insteadofthembe-

ing appointed to thepost as per
seniority fromamongdoctors in
the general cadre. "Theymust,
however,bechosenfromamong
doctorsonly,"thecommitteehas
said. This cadre should be given
special training for dealingwith
suchexigencies,thepanelhasrec-
ommended.
Theothermajor recommen-

dationwas to have a system of
CCTV cameras pulled in on one
platformtofacilitate itsmonitor-
ing at different levels, from local
rightuptothestatelevel.
However,MaharashtraHealth

SecretaryDrPradeepVyassaidhe
was yet to receive the report. P
Rahangdale, director of
MaharashtraFireServices,saidhe
has submitted an inquiry report
todetailhowthe fire started, but
refusedtocommentfurther.

BJPMLARamKadamataprotestagainstTandav, inMumbai
onTuesday. Deepak Joshi
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POLICEDETAINEDnineVishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) and RSS
leaders who staged a dharna
Tuesdayoutside theoffice of the
superintendentofKutch(east)po-
lice inAdipur,demandingthere-
lease of nine VHP workers al-
legedly arrestedafter violenceat
KidanavillageonSunday.
Groups of two communities

hadclashedinKidanavillagenear
Gandhidham town on Sunday
eveningwhileVHP leaderswere
carryingoutarathyatratocollect
donations for theRamtemple in
Ayodhya.
AgroupofVHPleaders,ledby

Ashok Raval, the organisation’s
general secretary forGujarat, at-
temptedtostageasit-inattheof-
ficeoftheSPonTuesdaymorning.
“Wedetainedninepersonsat

11:40amandasper instructions
of the SP, we handed them to
Lakadiyapolicestation,”anofficer
of Adipur police station told The
IndianExpress.
The officer further said that

theyhadno information till late
evening as towhether the de-
taineesbeingheldatLakadiyapo-
lice stationwere releasedornot.
“There are instructionsnot to al-
lowsuchprotestsnear theSPof-

ficeandtheyweredetainedforsit-
ting ondharnawithout permis-
sion,”theofficerfurthersaid.
Besides Raval, Krunal

Rupapara, NaranDangar, Satish
Bajaj,KhushalKhadkeandVrajesh
Pavagadhiwere among thenine
detained. While Rupapara,
Dangar and Bajaj are leaders of
RSS, Pavagadhi is a leader of the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarathi
Parishad (ABVP), the students’
wingof theRSS.
BVChudasama,policeinspec-

tor of Adipur, confirmed thede-
tentions. However, VHP leaders
saidthattheywerereleasedfrom
Lakadiya police station in the
evening.Raval,however,claimed
that police haddetained10per-
sonsonTuesday.“Today,tenofus
VHPworkerswenttotheSPoffice
inGandhidham to stage a sit-in
demandingimmediatereleaseof
our nineworkers arrested after
the Kidana village violence.
However, the SP told us thatwe
cannot stage a sit-in over there
andapoliceteamheldusandde-
tainedustillevening,”Ravalsaid.
Police said that the VHP did

not have permission to take out
therathyatraonSundayandthat
theviolencebeganafter theout-
fit’sleadersandsupportersstarted
raisingreligioussloganswhenthe
rath reachedMasjid Chowk at
Kidana.

Lakshadweep reports
first coronavirus case
NewDelhi: TheHealthMinistry
TuesdaysaidthatLakshadweep
has reported its first case of
COVID-19andthatateamofex-
perts has been rushed to the
Union territory to assist in con-
tainmentactivities.
“The index case is a traveller

whohadcometoLakshadweep
fromKochi inKerala on January
4 by a ship. The case had re-
ported to the hospital with
symptoms suggestive of Covid-
19 andwas tested positive,” the
ministry said.
It said that 31 primary con-

tactsof theindexcasehavebeen
traced and quarantined, of
which14havebeen found tobe
positiveandare isolated.

“Fifty-sixcontactsofpositive
cases detected so far have also
been traced and quarantined.
TheUTAdministrationhasiniti-
ateddisinfectionproceduresand
intensive risk-communication
activity has been opera-
tionalised,” theministry said.
“MinistryofHealth&Family

Welfare has rushed a central
multi-disciplinary team to
Lakshadweep. The team com-
prises experts drawn from
Jawaharlal Institute of
PostgraduateMedicalEducation
and Research, Puducherry;
National Institute of Virology,
Pune; and Regional Office of
Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare,” it said. ENS
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THECLASSXIIperformancecri-
terion has been dropped in ad-
missions to engineering insti-
tutes based on JEE (Main) for a
secondyear ina row.
Last year, IITs and NITs had

waived the criterion as a one-
time exemption because of the
Covid-19 pandemic. However,
giventhecontinuinguncertainty
over the schedule of exams for
differentBoardsacrossthecoun-
try, this exception has been ap-
plied this year aswell. IITs have
alreadywaivedthisrequirement
for admissions through JEE
(Advanced).
The JEE-Main examination

will beheld four times this year
— February, March, April and
May.Studentscanappear forall
four exams, and only their best
scorewillbeusedtopreparethe
All-IndiaRanklist.Also,allcandi-
dates appearing for JEE-Main
nextyearwillhavetoattempt75
questionsoutof90–or25outof
questions 30 in each section of
Chemistry, Physics and
Mathematics.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

ANEXPERTpanelof India'sdrug
regulatorCDSCOonTuesdayrec-
ommendedgrantingpermission
for conducting phase-1 clinical
trial of an intra-nasal vaccine
Covid-19 vaccine developed by
Bharat Biotech, official
sources said.
A top government official

said that if thisvaccineworks, it
can be a game changer in the
fight against Covid-19.Bharat
Biotech applied to the Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI) seeking permission for
conductingphase1andphase2
clinical trials of the intra-nasal
vaccine, following which, the
subjectexpertcommitteeof the
CDSCO on Tuesday deliberated
on the application and recom-
mendedgrantingpermissionfor
phase1 trial.
“Basedonthesafetyandim-

munogenicitydataof thephase
1 clinical trial, the company
would be given permission for
conductingphase2clinicaltrial,”
an official said on condition of
anonymity.

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, JANUARY19

INDOREPOLICEhave arrested a
retiredadditionalsuperintendent
of police forallegedlyhurtingre-
ligious sentiments andattacking
RSSworkerswhowerecollecting
fundsforconstructionoftheRam
TempleinAyodhya.
Shrikant Sharma, a retired

deputy commandant of the
SpecialArmedForce,similartothe
rankofadditionalSP,wasarrested
onMonday following two com-
plaintsagainsthimintwodays.
Accordingtopolice,Sharma,a

resident of Kalindi Gold under
Banganga police station, on
Sunday, not only opposed the
RamTempledonationdrive, but
alsobargedintotheRSSofficeand
abusedtheworkers.
RSSworker Jitendra Patidar,

wholivesnearSharma’shouse,al-
leged that Sharma first attacked
him on Saturday night. “... on
Saturday, Sharma not only at-
tackeduswithoutanyreason,but
alsoabusedourdeityLordRam,”
saidPatidar.
Patidaroverseesthedonation

drivein16mohallasandallwork-
ers under him assemble at his
house. It was during once such
gatheringthatSharmabargedin,
hesaid.
AfterPatidar’s complaint,the

latteragainonSundaygotintoan
argumentwithRSSworkers.

Ex-cop held in
MP for ‘attacking’
RSS workers

GUJARAT

9 VHP, RSS leaders
detained for protesting
outside Kutch SP office

New Delhi
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‘AIRINGMOVIESWITHOUTPERMISSION’

TV channel CEO held
for copyright violations

Drugs case: NCB to charge Deepika’s
manager with financing illicit traffic

Gujarat court issues arrest warrant
against journalist Paranjoy Guha Thakurta

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY19

THENARCOTICSControlBureau
(NCB)onTuesdaysaidthatitwill
apply the chargeof financing il-
licit traffic against Karishma
Prakash, actor Deepika
Padukone’s manager. The
agencymadethesubmissionbe-
forethespecialcourthearingthe
anticipatorybailapplicationfiled
byPrakash lastyear.
Pending a decision on the

plea, the NCB has agreed to not

take any coercive steps against
Prakash, whose house was
raidedlastOctoberbythecentral
agency.TheNCBhasclaimedthat
itrecovered1.7gmofcharasand
at least two bottles of CBD oil
from the house. Following this,
Prakashhadappearedbeforethe
agencyfor inquiry.
On Tuesday, the NCB said

that it intends to invokeSection
27A of the Narcotic Drugs and
PsychotropicSubstances(NDPS)
ActagainstPrakash.Section27A,
whichcarriesamaximumpun-
ishmentof20years,relatestoil-

licittraffickingofdrugsandhar-
bouring of offenders. So far,
Prakash'sthepre-arrestbailplea
waslimitedtochargesrelatedto
theallegedseizureofthebanned
substances.
Prakash’s lawyers told the

specialcourtthattheNCBshould
make it clearwhat is the prima
facie material based onwhich
thesection is tobeapplied.
Special Public Prosecutor

Atul Sarpande, appearing for
NCB,saidthattheaccusedisnot
entitled to ask for the evidence
at this stage.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SURAT, JANUARY19

VIKESHMAHIDA, 27, had come
to Surat from Kherda village in
KushalgadhtalukaofBanswada,
to work as a mason at a con-
structionsitejustthreedaysago
with his wife Razina, 25, and
their four-month-old daughter
whowasyet tobenamed.
Their elder daughterwho is

threeyearsoldwas leftwithhis
parents in their native village.
Thechildrenarenoworphaned
as theirparentswereamong15
persons killedwhen a dumper
truck ran over them.
DharulalMahida,sarpanchof

Kherda village, said, “Vikesh
earned Rs 700 per day and his
wife earned Rs 500 asmasons.
Vikesh’s brother–in-lawRakesh
whoalsodiedintheaccidenthas
beenworking at a construction
site. Rakesh’s wife Sumanwho
survivedtheaccidentreturnedto
hernativeplacewiththeirchild.”
Another migrant worker

ManishMevuliyawho came to
SuratonDecember27,2020, lost
hiswifeAnita(40),intheaccident.
Hesaid,“Mywifewasnexttome
when theaccident tookplace.... I
also got injuries onmyshoulder
andhead...AtSMIMERhospital, I
came to know frompolicemen
andotherinjuredpersonsaround
thatmywifehaddied...”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SURAT, JANUARY19

FIFTEEN PEOPLE were killed
earlyonTuesdaywhenadumper
truckranoveragroupofmigrant
labourers from Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh who were
sleeping on a pavement on the
Kim-Mandviroad inSurat.
Sixothers,includingthedriver

andcleanerof thetruck,werein-
juredandhavebeenadmitted to
SuratMunicipalCorporation-run
SMIMERHospital.
Suratruralpolicesaidtheac-

cident took place around 1.30
amonTuesday,whenanempty
dumper truck was on its way
fromKimCrossroadtoMandvi.
Thedriver lost control of the

truckwhenatractorcamefromthe
oppositeside,andhittherearofthe
tractorloadedwithsugarcane.
Surat District Deputy

Superintendent of Police CM
Jadejasaid,“Thetruckdriverlost
control over the vehicle, hit the
tractor loadedwith sugarcanes
and ran over the labourerswho
weresleepingonpavement.The
dumper driver and cleaner are
injuredandtheyareundergoing
treatment in SMIMERHospital.
We have lodged a case and
startedaprobe.”

Hearing the cries of the in-
jured, local people from the
nearby Palod village rushed oto
the spot. Surat rural police and
doctors from a nearby private
hospital also reachedthespot.
Policesaidthat12people,in-

cluding a one year-old girl, died
on the spot while nine others
were taken to the SMIMER
Hospital in Surat city. Among
them, three personswhowere
critically injuredwere declared
deadonarrival.
Surat rural Kosamba police

has lodged a complaint under
IPC sections 279, 304 and 308
againstdumperdriverMunnalal
Kevatandstartedaprobe.

The deceased have been
identified as Manisha Keshav
Mahida (19), Vanita Kelabhai
Mahida (17), Sangita Dilip
Vasuniya(27),ChampaValubhai
Vanda (16), Naresh Valu Vanda
(25), Rajila VikeshMahida (25),
Vikesh Ravji Mahida (27),
Shakchand Rupchand Vasuniya
(21),Mukesh KelaMahida (25),
Leela Mukesh Mahida (22),
DilipbhaiAkrabhaiMahida (20)
and Shobhnaben Rakeshbhai
Vasaniya (23), all residents of
AbapurinBanswada,Rajasthan,
and AnitabenManishMahida
(40) and Rahul Bharji Mahida
(19)fromBajnatalukainRatlam
districtofMadhyaPradesh.

The injured are Pinkaben
Kamlesh Mahida (19), Nandu
Sanju Aad (21), Kamleshbhai
BhurjibhaiMahida (21), all resi-
dentsofBanswadainRajasthan,
ManishbhaiKalabhaiMevuliya,
23, native of Ratlam Madhya
Pradesh, truck driver Punalal
Shrikevat (24) and cleaner
Sudama Yadav (24), both resi-
dentsofMadhyaPradesh.
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi has declared Rs 2 lakh
compensationeachtothekinof
thedeceasedandRs50,000each
to those injured.
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay

Rupani announced Rs 2 lakh ex
gratiafromthestategovernment
to the kin of each of the de-
ceased.
Rajasthan CMAshokGehlot

also condoled the death of
labourersandannouncedacom-
pensationofRs2lakhtothefam-
ilyofthedeceasedandRs50,000
tothe injured.“Deeplysaddened
to knowmany labourers from
#Banswara, #Rajasthan have
lost lives after a truck ran over
themastheyweresleepingnear
the road in#Surat.Myheartfelt
condolences to the bereaved
families and prayers for speedy
recovery of those injured,” he
tweeted.

--WITHPTIINPUTS

Thedumpertruck involved intheaccident.HanifMalek

Surat: Truck runsovermigrants
sleepingonpavement, 15killed

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY19

ACOURTatMundrainGujarat's
KutchdistrictonTuesdayissued
anarrestwarrantagainst senior
journalist Paranjoy Guha
Thakurta in a defamation suit
filedby theAdaniGroup.
“...accused stands charged

withcomplaintundersection500
of IPC.Youareherebydirectedto
arrestthesaidaccusedandtopro-
duce him before me,” Judicial
MagistratePradeepSonisaidina

direction to theNizamuddinpo-
licestationinNewDelhi.
The Adani Group had filed

thedefamationsuitfollowinghis
June 2017 article on a "Rs 500
crore bonanza" the group got
fromthegovernment.
Reached for comments,

Thakurta saidhe isnot awareof
the court order and directed
queries tohis lawyer.
“Wehaven'treceivedanyin-

timation (from the court). This
information (onarrestwarrant)
hascometous frommedia,”his
lawyer Anand Yagnik said. He

furthersaidtheAdaniGrouphad
withdrawn complaints against
everybody, including the editor
butnotagainst theauthor.
“Themagazine (which pub-

lished thearticle) isnot respon-
sible (for criminal defamation),
the case against co-author has
beenwithdrawn but you don't
withdrawthecomplaintagainst
the author,” he said. “We have
movedadischargeapplication.”
With pandemic affecting

courthearingslastyear,thecase
filed by Adani had come up be-
fore thecourtonMonday.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

DAYS BEFORE PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi celebrates the
125thbirthanniversaryofNetaji
Subhash Chandra Bose, the
Indian Railways on Tuesday re-
named one of its oldest trains,
the Howrah-KalkaMail, as the
‘Netaji Express’.
Railway Minister Piyush

Goyaltweeted:“Netaji’sprakram
had put India on the express
route of freedom and develop-

ment. I am thrilled to celebrate
his anniversarywith the intro-
ductionof ‘NetajiExpress’.”
Started in the 19th Century

as one of the early commercial
passengertrainservicesinIndia,
the Kalka mail has always en-
joyed a steady patronage and
popularity connecting Howrah
with Kalka. It is said that Bose
took this train from Gomoh in
Bihar after he escaped fromhis
house inKolkata in1941.
ModiissettovisitKolkataon

January 23 for Netaji's birth
anniversary.

Rly renames Howrah-Kalka
Mail as Netaji Express

Toddler whose
parents were
killed among
survivors

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY19

THECRIMINALIntelligenceUnit
of the Mumbai Police Crime
BranchonMondayarrested the
CEO ofMaha Movie television
channel ina copyright violation
case.Thepolicesaidthat theac-
cused, Sanjay Verma, was ar-
rested for allegedly airing five
films produced and directed by
PrakashMehra onMahaMovie
channel without obtaining the
rights fromthemakers.
Maha Movie is among the

channels, includingRepublic TV,
Box Cinema, FaktMarathi,News
Nation andWow TV, named in
the TRP scam formanipulating
televisionratingpoints.Vermais
not named in the TRP case, said
police.
Duringthecourseof theTRP

investigation, the police said
theyfoundthatMahaMovieand
BoxCinemahadairedfilmswith-
out obtaining necessary rights
fromfilmmakers in2020.
The police said that Box

Cinemawas the first to comeon
their radar.Mehra's son Puneet
had lodged a complaint against
BoxCinema inMarchlastyearat
Juhupolice station for allegedly
airing the movie Zanjeer on
March12,2020,withoutpermis-
sion.

Inthecomplaint,Puneethad
said that Mehra was the sole
copyrightholderof the film.
A case was registered in

October last year after which
two persons, identified as Raju
KhanandGhanshyamSurajGiri,
werearrestedbytheJuhupolice
forallegedly supplyingprintsof
Zanjeer toBoxCinema.
The CEO of Box Cinema,

NarayanSharma,hadappliedfor
andobtainedanticipatorybail in
thecasefromthesessionscourt.
The case got transferred to

theCIUonJanuary1.“OnJanuary
12, we raided the office of Box
Cinema and seized the server
ownedbythecompanyandvar-
ious other documents,” said an
officer.
During investigations, the

police found thatMahaMovie
had aired movies Jadugar,
Laawaris, Zanjeer,Mohabbat ke
Dushman and Muqaddar ka
Sikandar between June 10 and
November 10 last yearwithout
seekingappropriatepermissions
fromthe filmmakers.
“They had aired these films

onAmitabhBachchan'sbirthday
in2020,” saidanofficer.
LateonMonday,CIUofficials

arrested Verma from his resi-
dence. Hewas produced before
a court on Tuesday and re-
manded in police custody till
January25.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY19

A SESSIONS court is set to pass
ordersonWednesdayonthebail
application of ParthoDasgupta,
theformerCEOof theBroadcast
Audience Research Council
(BARC),whowasarrestedinthe
allegedTelevisionRating Points
(TRP) scamcase lastmonth.
Theargumentsonhisbailplea

concludedonTuesdaywithpolice
objectingtohisrelease.
Referring to theWhatsApp

chats annexed to the supple-
mentarychargesheetfiledbythe
police last week, Special Public
ProsecutorShirishHiraytoldthe
courtthattheconversationsbe-
tweenDasguptaandRepublicTV
editor-in-chief Arnab Goswami
revealedtheir“proximity”,with
the latter offering to mediate
with the political leadership on
Dasgupta’sbehalf, includingthe
PrimeMinister’sOffice.
Hirayaddedthatthisshowed

that Dasguptawas an “influen-
tial person” and if released on
bailwhiletheprobeisstillongo-
ing, itcouldleadtotamperingof
evidenceandwitnesses.
Dasgupta’s lawyers submit-

tedthattheproberelatedtohim
hasbeencompletedwithasup-
plementary chargesheet filed
againsthim.

TRP scam: Court
to pass order on
Partho Dasgupta
bail plea today

New Delhi
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THAILAND

Womangets
43yrs in jail for
insultingroyals
Bangkok: AThai court on
Tuesday sentenced a 65-
year-oldwoman tomore
than 43 years in jail for
sharing online posts criti-
cizingtheroyalfamily,her
lawyer said, the country’s
harshesteversentencefor
insulting themonarchy.
Anchan Preelert pled
guiltyto29separateviola-
tions of sharing andpost-
ing clips on YouTube and
Facebook between 2014
and 2015, her lawyer,
Pawinee Chumsri, told
Reuters. Anchanwas ini-
tiallysentencedto87years
but because she had ac-
knowledgedherviolations
the court halved this, the
lawyersaid. REUTERS

AnchanPreelert

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PAKISTAN

Hindutemple
getspolice
protection
Peshawar:Policemenwere
deployed on Tuesday to
protectaHindutemple in
Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
days after a leader of the
minority community de-
mandedprotectionforthe
placeofworshipfearingan
attackby“mischievousel-
ements”whowanted to
occupy its land.Themove
comesafterofficialsofthe
District EvacueeProperty
Trust Committee and
DistrictRevenueinameet-
ing with Deputy
Commissioner,
Abbotabad, on Tuesday
heldthatHaveliantemple
inAbbottabaddistrict is a
historicreligiousstructure
andneeds protection.On
the recommendations of
the officials, the Deputy
Commissioner directed
deployment of police at
thesiteforitsprotection.

PTI

TURKEY

AdbanonTwitter
undernewsocial
medialaw
Istanbul:Ankara has im-
posedadvertisingbanson
Twitter, Periscope and
Pinterest after they failed
toappoint local represen-
tatives in Turkey under a
newsocialmedia law, ac-
cording todecisionspub-
lishedonTuesday.Under
the law,which critics say
stiflesdissent,socialmedia
companiesthatdonotap-
pointsuchrepresentatives
are liable forpenalties, in-
cludingthelatestmoveby
the Information and
Communication Techn-
ologiesAuthority(BTK).

REUTERS

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
GENEVA, JANUARY19

A PANEL of experts commis-
sioned by the World Health
OrganisationhascriticisedChina
andothercountriesfornotmov-
ing to stem the initial outbreak
of the coronavirus earlier and
questioned whether the UN
health agency should have la-
belled it apandemicsooner.
InareportissuedonMonday,

thepanel ledbyformerLiberian
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
and formerNewZealandPrime
Minister Helen Clark said there
were “lost opportunities to ap-
plybasicpublichealthmeasures
at the earliest opportunity” and
that Chinese authorities could
haveappliedtheirefforts“more
forcefully” in January 2020,
shortlyafterthecoronavirusbe-
gansickeningclustersofpeople.
“Thereality isthatonlyami-

nority of countries took full ad-
vantageoftheinformationavail-
able to them to respond to the
evidence of an emerging pan-
demic,” thepanel said.
The experts alsowondered

whyWHOdidnotdeclareaglobal
publichealthemergencysooner.
TheUNhealth agency convened
its emergency committee on
January22,2020butdidnotchar-
acterise the emergingpandemic
asaninternationalemergencyun-
tilaweeklater.Atthetime,WHO
saiditsexpertcommitteewasdi-
videdonwhetheraglobalemer-
gencyshouldbedeclared.
“One more question is

whether itwouldhavehelped if
WHOused theword pandemic
earlierthanitdid,”thepanelsaid.
WHO did not describe the

Covid-19outbreakasapandemic
until March 11, weeks after the
virus had begun causing explo-

siveoutbreaksinnumerouscon-
tinents, meeting WHO's own
definitionfora flupandemic.
As the coronavirus began

spreading across the globe,
WHO'stopexpertsdisputedhow
infectioustheviruswas,sayingit
wasnot as contagiousas flu and
peoplewithout symptoms only
rarelyspreadthevirus.Scientists
havesinceconcludedthatCovid-
19 transmits even quicker than
the flu and a significant propor-
tionofspreadisfrompeoplewho
don'tappear tobesick.

Washington: The race
againstthevirusthatcauses
Covid-19 has taken a new
turn:Mutations are rapidly
popping up, and the longer
it takes tovaccinatepeople,
the more likely it is that a
variant that can elude cur-
rent tests, treatments and
vaccinescouldemerge.
The coronavirus is be-

comingmoregeneticallydi-
verse, and health officials
say the high rate of new
cases is the main reason.
Eachnewinfectiongivesthe
virusachancetomutateasit
makes copies of itself,
threatening to undo the
progressmadesofartocon-
trol thepandemic.
“We need to do every-

thingwe can now ... to get
transmission as low aswe
possibly can,” saidHarvard
University’sDr.MichaelMina.
“Thebestwaytopreventmu-
tantstrainsfromemergingis
toslowtransmission.” AP

NEWCHALLENGE:
MUTATIONSRISE
ALONGWITHCASES

China, WHO should
have acted quicker
to stop pandemic,
says probe panel

CONSTANTMÉHEUT
PARIS, JANUARY19

THE TESTIMONIES have sur-
facedby thehundreds.
“Iwas 8, Iwas abusedbymy

uncle,” readonepost onTwitter.
“Itwassupposedtobeavacation,
whichquicklyturnedintoanight-
mare,”someoneelseposted.
Ascandal involvingapromi-

nentFrenchintellectualaccused
of sexually abusing his teenage
stepsonhaspromptedawaveof
testimonies on social media
from people in Francewho say
theywerealsovictimsof incest,
shedding light on what cam-
paignerssayisamajorproblem.
Just as the #MeToo move-

mentgainedmomentumonso-
cial networks three years ago,
France’scurrentreckoningonin-
cest has been driven by a hash-

tag, #Metooinceste, under
which some20,000 tweets had
beenpostedasofMondayafter-
noon. Hundreds of the posts
werewrenching accounts from
peoplewho said they had been
sexually abused as children by
adult familymembers.
“Victims’ voices are getting

louder,”saidPatrickLoiseleur,the
vicepresidentof Facing Incest, a
Frenchorganizationthathasad-
vocatedforbetterrecognitionof
the extent of the issue. French
lawdefines incestasasexualre-
lationship between two people
whoare related to eachother to
adegreewheremarriage ispro-
hibited, including between sib-
lingsorbetweenstepparentsand
stepchildren. But French law
criminalizes incest only in the
caseofsexualabuse,suchasrape
orasexualrelationshipbetween
anadultandaminor.

Thedelugeof testimonies on
Twitterhavecomeinthewakeof
the scandal surroundingOlivier
Duhamel, a prominent political
scientistandTVcommentator,ac-
cused by his stepdaughter,
Camille Kouchner, of having

abusedhertwinbrother,starting
when he was 14. Such abuse
wouldbeconsideredincestunder
French law, even though theboy
wasMr.Duhamel’sstepson.
Inabookreleased11daysago,

La FamiliaGrande,Ms. Kouchner

recounts how Mr. Duhamel
abused her brother at night be-
forehewenttobedforaperiodof
about two to three years. She
writesthatherbrother,whotold
her about the abuse, had asked
hertokeep“thissecret.”
“Anger didn’t come right

away,” Ms. Kouchner writes.
“Misunderstandingpersistedfor
a longtime, followedbysilence,
foraneven longer time.”
AstudyreleasedinNovember

by Facing Incest and the polling
firmIpsosrevealedthatonein10
Frenchpeoplesaytheyhavebeen
thevictimof incest,aproportion
that has increased over time as
more people have felt embold-
enedtocomeforward.
BrigitteMacron, the French

first lady, told TF1, a French TV
station, on Sunday, “It is ab-
solutelynecessarythattheseac-
tions are known, and that these

actionsarenot silenced.”
Francerecentlyextendedthe

statute of limitations for rape
againstaminorto30years,from
20 years, and two bills that
would create an age of consent
for sexual relationships with a
minor will soon be introduced
forexamination inParliament.
French lawsprohibit sex be-

tween anadult and aminor un-
dertheageof15,butitisnotauto-
maticallyconsideredrape.Further
circumstances, suchastheuseof
coercion, threats, orviolence, are
necessary to characterize such
sexualrelationshipsasrape.
Alexandra Louis, a French

lawmaker, said that she was
workingonabill thatwould ef-
fectively criminalize incest and
strengthen the criminalization
of sexualrelationshipsbetween
an adult and aminor under the
ageof 15. NYT

A#MeToorally inMarseille, France.Reuters/File

Incest scandal sets off a new #MeToo movement in France
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PRESIDENT-ELECTJoeBiden,who
willtakechargeWednesdayalong
withVicePresident-electKamala
Harris,planstounveilasweeping
immigrationbillonDayOneofhis
administration,hopingtoprovide
aneight-yearpath to citizenship
for an estimated11millionpeo-
ple living in theUSwithout legal
status,amassivereversalfromthe
Trumpadministration’sharshim-
migrationpolicies.
The legislationputsBidenon

track to deliver on amajor cam-
paign promise important to
Latinovotersandotherimmigrant
communities after four years of
PresidentDonaldTrump’srestric-
tive policies andmass deporta-
tions.Itprovidesoneofthefastest

pathwaystocitizenshipforthose
livingwithout legal statusof any
measureinrecentyears,butitfails
toincludethetraditionaltrade-off
of enhanced border security fa-
voredbymanyRepublicans,put-
tingpassageinanarrowlydivided
Congressindoubt.
Thebillissettobeintroduced

after Biden takes the oath of of-
ficeWednesday, according to a
personfamiliarwiththelegisla-
tion and granted anonymity to
discuss it.
Under the legislation, those

living in the US as of January 1,
2021,withoutlegalstatuswould
have a five-year path to tempo-
rary legalstatus,oragreencard,
if theypass background checks,
pay taxes and fulfill other basic
requirements. From there, it’s a
three-year path to naturaliza-
tion, if they decide to pursue

citizenship.
For some, theprocesswould

be quicker. So-calledDreamers,
theyoungpeoplewhoarrived in
theUSillegallyaschildren,aswell
as agriculturalworkers andpeo-
ple under temporary protective
statuscouldqualifymore imme-
diately forgreencards if theyare
working, are in school ormeet
otherrequirements.
Bidenisexpectedtotakeswift

executiveactionstoreverseother
Trump immigration actions, in-
cludinganendtotheprohibition
onarrivalsfromseveralpredom-
inantlyMuslimcountries.
During the Democratic pri-

mary,Bidenconsistentlynamed
immigrationactionasoneofhis
“day one” priorities, pointing to
therangeofexecutivepowershe
couldinvoketoreverseTrump’s
policies.

The ‘Fieldof Flags’at theNationalMall,Washingtonas theUSCapitolBuilding ispreparedfor the inaugurationofPresident-elect JoeBiden.Reuters
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PRESIDENT-ELECT Joe Biden’s
nationalsecurityCabinetmaybe
bare on Day One of his presi-
dency, but an inauguration eve
spurt of Senate confirmation
hearings suggests thatwon’t be
thecase for long.
While thenominees tohead

the State Department, the
Pentagon, Homeland Security
andtheintelligencecommunity
are unlikely to be confirmed by
the timeBiden takes theoathof
officeatnoonWednesday,some
couldbe inplacewithindays.
TheSenatetypicallyconfirms

somenominees, particularly the
secretaries of defense, on
Inauguration Day, though raw
feelings about PresidentDonald
Trump four years ago led to
Democratic-causeddelays,except

for JamesMattisat thePentagon.
This year, the tension is height-
ened by Trump’s impeachment
and an extraordinarymilitary
presenceinWashingtonbecause
of fearsofextremistviolence.
Puttinghis national security

team in place quickly is a high
priority for Biden, not only be-
cause of his hopes for reversing
ormodifyingTrumpadministra-
tion policy shifts but also be-
causeofdiplomatic,militaryand
intelligence problems around
theworld thatmay create chal-
lengesearly inhis tenure.
Themostcontroversialof the

groupmay be Lloyd Austin, the
recently retired Army general
whomBidenselectedtoleadthe
Pentagon. Austinwill need not
only a favorable confirmation
vote in the Senate but also a
waiver by both the House and
the Senatebecausehehasbeen
outof uniformonly fouryears.

REUTERS
MOSCOW,JANUARY19

THEKREMLINsaidonTuesdayit
wouldnottakeintoaccountcalls
by someWestern countries to
impose additional sanctions on
Russiaover thedetentionof op-
position politician Alexei
Navalny, saying his case was
purelyadomesticmatter.
Navalny, who has urged

Russians to take to thestreets in
protest,wasdetainedonSunday
after he flew back to Russia for
the first time since hewas poi-
soned with a nerve agent last
summerandtakenintopre-trial
detention for30days.
Lithuania,LatviaandEstonia

have said they want European
Union foreignministers to dis-
cuss sanctions against Russia
over itshandlingof thecase.
Speaking to reporters on a

conference call, Kremlin
spokesmanDmitry Peskov said
Navalny’s calls for Russians to
taketothestreetsoverhisdeten-
tionwerealarming,butsaid the
Kremlin did not fear mass
protests.
PeskovalsosaidthatNavalny

hadgenuinequestionstoanswer

aboutviolatinghisparolecondi-
tionsforasuspendedprisonsen-
tenceanddismissedasnonsense
the notion that President
VladimirPutin fearshim.

VLADIMIRPUTIN,who
has ruled for21years,
continues to retain tight
controlof the television
airwaves,domesticpoli-
ticsandasprawlingse-
curityapparatus.Buthis
popularitywith the
Russianpublichasebbed
in recentyearsamid
stagnant incomesand
widespreaddisgustwith
official corruption.
AlexeiNavalnyhas

takenadvantageof the
discontent, buildingupa
nationwidenetworkof
localofficesandusingso-
cialmedia tohighlight
theelite’shiddenwealth
andthestrugglesof regu-
larRussians.

Challenger
toPutin?E●EX
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Kremlin says unfazed
by calls for sanctions
over Navalny detention

Biden, Harris enter office today

National security Cabinet
nominees face Senate tests

REUTERS
ROME, JANUARY19

THE GOVERNMENT of Italian
PrimeMinister Giuseppe Conte
looked on course to survive an
upperhouseconfidencevoteon
Tuesday as unaligned senators
responded tohis call not to sink
it in themidst of the Covid-19
crisis.
But it is likely to be absten-

tions rather than an absolute
majority of votes in favour that
will keep the administration
afloat, meaning it would in
essencecontinuetofunctionasa
minoritygovernment.
Thatwouldmakelawmaking

difficultandleaveContevulner-

abletofutureparliamentaryam-
bushes,atatimewhenthecoun-
try is battling to contain one of
the world’s worst coronavirus
epidemics.
FormerpremierMatteoRenzi

triggeredthepoliticalcrisiswhen
he pulled his centrist Italia Viva
party fromConte’s coalition last
week over the primeminister’s
handling of the pandemic and
ensuingrecession.
Theresultof thevotewasex-

pected lateonTuesday.

ItalyPM
Giuseppe
Conte

Italy’s government on
course to survive crucial
Senate confidence vote

8-year citizenship path for
immigrants in the works

THENEWYORKTIMES
WASHINGTON, JANUARY19

THE PENTAGON is intensifying
efforts to identify and combat
white supremacyandother far-
right extremism in its ranks as
federal investigators seek tode-
terminehowmanymilitaryper-
sonnel and veterans joined the
violentassaulton theCapitol.
Inthedayssinceapro-Trump

mob breached the Capitol on
January 6, senior leaders of the
2.1million active-duty and re-
serve troops have been grap-
plingwith fears that former or
currentservicememberswillbe
foundamongthehorde.
TheFBIinvestigationintothe

Capitolsiege,still initsveryearly
stages,has identifiedat least six
suspectswithmilitary links out
of the more than 100 people
who have been taken into fed-
eral custody or the larger num-

ber still under investigation.
They include a retired Air Force
lieutenantcolonelfromTexas,an
Army officer from North
Carolina and an Army reservist
fromNew Jersey. Another per-
son with military service was
shotandkilled in theassault.
Themilitary’sexaminationof

its ranksmarks a new urgency
for the Pentagon, which has a
history of downplaying the rise
of white nationalismand right-
wingactivism.
“Thesepeoplearenot repre-

sentative of our country’smili-
tary,” Gen. Mark A. Milley, the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff,saidinaninterview.Hesaid
mostactive-dutytroopsandvet-
erans “continue to servehonor-
ably and uphold their oath to
protect and defend the US
Constitution.”
Formore than aweek now,

GenMilley has listened to ana-
lysts, read reports and viewed
videos of the riots. “Therewas
someindicationthatanunknown
number of veterans associated
withtheinsurrection,”hesaid.
Federal officials are vetting

thousands of National Guard
troopsarrivingtohelpsecurethe
inauguration.Ofthe21,500Guard
personnel who had arrived in
WashingtonbyMonday,anywho
will be near President-elect
Joseph R. Biden Jr. and Vice
President-electKamalaHarriswill
receive additional background
checks, a standardprocedure to
counter insider threats thatwas
also taken before President
Trump’sinaugurationin2017.

Pompeo: China’s
policies on
Muslims amount
to genocide
Washington:Onhiswayout the
door, Secretary of State Mike
PompeohashitChinawithnew
sanctions by declaring that
China'spoliciesonMuslimsand
ethnic minorities in western
Xinjiang Province constitute a
“genocide”.
Pompeomadethedetermina-

tionjust24hoursbeforeJoeBiden
takesoffice.Therewasnoimme-
diateresponsefromtheincoming
Biden team, although several
membershavebeensympathetic
to suchadesignation in thepast.
Pompeo'sdeterminationdoesnot
comewithanyimmediatereper-
cussions.
Tuesday’smove is the latest

inaseriesofstepstheTrumpad-
ministration has taken against
China. AP

Membersof theNationalGuardneartheWhiteHouse.Reuters

Pentagon wary of extremists in its ranks

New Delhi
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INAUGURATIONSOF the US President
haveevolvedoverthedecades,andmany
becameturningpointsintradition.
OnWednesday, JosephBiden’s inau-

gurationwill seek to balance tradition
against the challengesof thepresent era.
For the first time, the procession to the
WhiteHousewillbereplacedwitha“vir-
tualparade”inanefforttoslowthespread
of thecoronavirus.
Someof thefirstsovertheyears:
■JimmyCarterbegananinformalcus-

tomwhenheunexpectedlyalightedfrom
his limousine and walked down
PennsylvaniaAvenue.

■HarrySTruman’ssecondinaugura-
tionwasthefirsttobetelevised.

Theoath
ONAPLANE:LyndonBJohnsonwas

theonlypresident to take theoathof of-
ficeonanplane,afterJohnFKennedywas
assassinatedonNovember22,1963.Itwas
alsothefirsttimethatawomanadminis-
teredtheoath:JudgeSarahHughesofthe
NorthernDistrictofTexassworehiminon
boardAirForceOne,beforeit leftDallas.
ADMINISTEREDTWICE: In 2009,

BarackObamawasadministeredtheoath
twicebyChiefJusticeJohnGRobertsJr.The
second timewason January21, after the
two men stumbled over each other’s
wordsduringtheceremonyonJanuary20.

Thedate
GeorgeWashingtontookoathonApril

30,1789.Inthe19thcentury,March4was
written into the Constitution as
InaugurationDay.Butin1933,theratifica-
tionof the20thAmendmentestablished
thatthetermsofthePresidentandtheVice
Presidentwould instead endat noonon
January20.ThefirstPresidentinaugurated
onJanuary20wasFDRoosevelt,whowas
swornintoofficeforasecondtermin1937.

The transition
APresidentwhosetermisendingisnot

required to attend the inauguration. In
1801, John Adams became the first
President to shun the swearing-in cere-
monyof his successor, Thomas Jefferson.
PresidentDonald Trumpannouncedhe
wouldnotattendBiden’sinauguration.

Thepoet
Kennedywasthefirst toaddapoet to

his inaugural events. Robert Frost had
plannedtoread“ThePreface”,composed
for the occasion. But glare on the page
made it difficult for him to see. Johnson
triedtoshadethemanuscriptwithhistop
hat.ButFrostinsteadrecitedhispoem“The
GiftOutright”,whichheknewbyheart.

Theparade
AbrahamLincoln’s second inaugura-

tion in 1865was the first timeAfrican-
Americans took part in the parade.
Womenparticipatedintheparadeforthe
firsttimein1917,WoodrowWilson’ssec-
ond term. In 1977, JimmyCarter became
the first to setoutby foot formore thana
mileontheroutetotheWhiteHouse.The
walk became a tradition that has been
matched—inceremonyifnotinlength—
bythePresidentswhofollowed.

TheNewYorkTimes

WORLDTOTALCASES
95,725,830

Source:JohnsHopkinsUniversity,
updatedat11pmonJan19

INDIATOTALCASES
10,581,837

Source:MinistryofHealth&Family
Welfare,updatedat11pmonJan19

ANILSASI
NEWDELHI, JANUARY19

THEIRONYofasocialmediablackoutofasit-
ting US President was not lost on Garry
Kasparov.“Whenthestateattacksacompany
for offending an official iswhen you’re get-
tingcloser(tocensorship),nottheotherway
around”, the chess grandmaster and former
worldchampionwhorepresentedtheUSSR,
andthusknowsathingortwoonthesubject,
tweeted a couple of days after Twitter,
Facebook, and others kickedDonald Trump
off theirplatforms.
The tightropewalk between regulating

fake news/hate content and fostering free
speechisadifficultone,andmoresubjective
thanwhat constitutes censorship. On one
hand,thereisagrowingviewthatsocialme-
dia companies were right to suspend
Trump’s accounts; there is on the other a
compelling realisation of the enormous
power that these platformswield over the
publicdiscourse,andtherebytheimpactthat
theyhaveondemocracy.
LeadersfromtheEuropeanUnion,which

hastakenaleadingroleinregulatingthetech
giantswith investigations, fines, and legis-
lation,were the first to criticise thede-plat-
forming of Trump. German Chancellor
AngelaMerkel andRussiandissidentAlexei
Navalnyexpressedconcern,andabevyofEU
officialsraisedfreshquestionsontheregula-
tionof BigTech.
But on the question of coercive actions

against the techmajors, it’s adividedhouse.
“Anotherway to look at this is that forcing
publishers to publish the government's
speech is what happens in China,” Jameel
Jaffer,directoroftheKnightFirstAmendment
Institute at Columbia University said in a
tweet, underlining the complexity involved
in evaluating themedia ban issue onmerit,
and thepitfalls of viewing this inblack-and-
white terms.

How the banunfolded
After four years of largely accommodat-

ingTrump,Facebookchosethemorningafter
theattackontheUSCapitol tosuspendhim.
Twitter,Snapchat,Shopify,Twitch,andothers
followed.OnJanuary7,CEOMarkZuckerberg
posted that both Facebook and Instagram
(which is owned by Facebook) had blocked
Trump“indefinitely and for at least thenext
twoweeks until the peaceful transition of
power iscomplete”.
It was an overnight reversal of the tech

companies’ policy on Trump, and other po-
litical leaders,whichhas largelybeenoneof
symbioticassociation.Mostofthesecompa-
niesthrivearoundtheamplificationofspec-

tacle, as Prof Ramesh Srinivasan of the
Departmentof InformationStudiesatUCLA
putsit.Trumpprovidedthespectaclealmost
daily,allowingplatformssuchasTwitterthe
chancetoamplifyitforassuredtraffic.Inban-
ning him, Twitter and Facebook clearly re-
sponded togrowingcalls for coerciveaction
againstthemforhavingallowedthePresident
topeddleliesandhateontheirplatformsover
the last fouryears.
Of greater concernwas theactionagainst

Parler,aright-wingsocialnetworkingalterna-
tive to Twitter. Amazon booted it out of its
cloudhosting serviceAmazonWebServices
(AWS), andApple andGoogle pulled it from
theirappstores,soParlereffectivelywentdark.
Theincidentdemonstratedtheenormous

power that Amazonwields as aweb infra-
structure service provider that companies
around theworldhave to rely on just to stay
live.AWScontrolled45per centof thecloud
infrastructurein2019,accordingtoestimates
fromtechnology researchcompanyGartner.
GoogleandMicrosoftcontrolmuchoftherest.
TheactionagainstParlershowedhowthebig-
gertechplayerscandestroynewcompetition
simplybyvirtueoftheirstrangleholdoverthe
cloud infrastructure, a throwback to the
Microsoft-Netscapefightagenerationago.

Big Tech’s defence
Theproblemwithsomeofthearguments

put forthby these companies are the incon-
sistencies involved. Platforms including
Facebook and Twitter said theywould give
high-profileusersmoreleewaywhenitcame
toviolatinguserpolicies,butapplieditdiffer-
entially. InSeptember2019,whenFacebook
vicepresidentNickCleggannouncedabroad-
ening of the company’s “newsworthiness”
exemption for posts bypolitical leaders, the
movewasseenasanefforttosimplybuttress
an exemption it had coincidentally created
theyearTrumptookoffice.

In March 2020, Facebook and Twitter
deleted posts by Brazil’s President Jair
BolsonaroandVenezuela’sPresidentNicolás
Maduro for Covid-19misinformation. But
TrumpandhisWhiteHouse,equallyrespon-
sible forpeddlingmisinformationabout the
pandemic,escaped.IttookTwitteruntilMay
to flag that a tweet by Trump “glorified vio-
lence”— as the Black LivesMatter protests
raged,thePresidenthadtweeted,“Whenthe
lootingstarts, theshootingstarts”.
ThatZuckerbergchosetosuspendTrump

themomenthe losthis lastmodicumofpo-
liticalleverage,asopposedtothemomenthe
was no longer President, is telling, technol-
ogy writerWill Oremus said onMedium.
“Thiswas never about respect for the office
of the presidency, itwas about deference to
power,”hewrote.
TheactiontoblackoutTrumpcameafter

theCapitolmayhemwasoverandCongress
hadratifiedthevictoryofPresident-electJoe
Biden. In his final hours on Twitter, Trump
once again blamed Section 230 of the 1996
Communications Decency Act—which al-
lowsInternetplatformstopublishandmod-
eratecontent fromthirdpartieswithoutbe-
ingheld legally liable forwhat they say, and
which the President had earlier threatened
torepeal—for“banning” freespeech.

Actions they could face
Biden,whowilltakeoathonWednesday,

hassaidhewouldliketorepealSection230to
increasemoderationandreducethespreadof
fakenews.Butdoing itwillbetricky.
Self-certification has been the chosen

routesofar. Facebookhasanoversightcom-
mittee to look at debatable content. Twitter
has cited its own employees as a pressure
group,sayingasectionofthemdemandedin
aletter lastweekthatthecompany’s leaders
permanentlysuspendTrump’saccount.Inan
internal letter addressed to chief executive

JackDorsey and his top executives thatwas
reviewed and quoted by TheWashington
Post, around350Twitter employees report-
edlyrequestedaninvestigationintothepast
several yearsof corporateactions that led to
Twitter’s role in the January 6 riot.
Incidentally, Dorsey, in a series of tweets on
January14,defendedhiscompany’sdecision
topermanently suspendTrump, but admit-
tedthatitcouldseta”dangerousprecedent”.
Many argue that removing Section 230

protectionwouldhave adeleterious impact
onfreespeechasnetworksdoubledownon
moderatingfarmorethantheycurrentlydo.
Expertsagreethatwhiletherulesandguide-
lines of social networks have evolved over
time,which is agood thing, theyarenotbe-
ing consistently applied throughout the
world.Thatcouldchangenow,giventhede-
batethatTrump’sblackouthadtriggered.

Adouble-edged sword
TheEUhasshownthatitispossibletoap-

ply regulations to technology companies
withoutstiflingthemcompletelyorsnuffing
outtheirbusinessmodels.Butthis,asUCLA’s
Srinivasan points out, is a double-edged
sword—finewhenusedinyourfavourbuta
flagrantviolationwhenusedagainstyou.
InMay2018,acourtrulingforcedTrump

tounblockseveraldozenfollowerswhomhe
hadshutoutof the@realDonaldTrumphan-
dle after they posted critical replies to his
tweets. They sued, arguing theywere enti-
tled to follow the handle because the
Presidentused it tomakeofficialannounce-
ments and comment on public affairs.
Applyingthissamelogic,itcanbearguedthat
whatworksonewayshouldalsoworkinre-
verse— and a tech company does not have
thepowertoshutoutasittingPresident.
There is also the larger question of

whetherthedigitalplatformshavebeenneu-
tralarbiters.Evidentlynot.Allofthemarefor-
profitcorporationswithclosetiestothestate
apparatus, somethingthatwillneedredres-
sal.Andthey'veconsistentlyusedtheirpow-
ers arbitrarily. For instance, these platforms
have repeatedly blocked the ability of
WikileakstoacceptdonationsonPayPaland
otherpayment intermediaries.
In 2010, the DNA sequencing company

Complete Genomics said that “an interrup-
tionofservicesbyAmazonWebServices,on
whomwe rely to deliver finished genomic
data to our customers, would result in our
customersnot receiving theirdataon time.”
Atthetimeofitsinitialpublicofferingin2011,
gaming platformZynga had cautioned that
theterminationbyAWS—whichatthetime
hostedhalf thetrafficforZynga’sgames—of
theiragreement,couldcauseittosimplyvan-
ish.Parler isonly the latest.
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SANTANUCHOWDHURY
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ONMONDAY,West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee announced that she
would contest fromNandigramAssembly
seat in EastMidnapore district. It is a seat
where events over a decade ago had
broughtherparty,theTrinamoolCongress,
topower for the first time.And it is signifi-
cantagainbecauseofeventstodayinWest
Bengal andDelhi.

WhyNandigrammatters
Nandigramwasoneof the twoepicen-

tres (the otherwas Singur) of the thenop-
position’s Trinamool Congress’s anti land-

acquisition movements that helped the
party win the 2011 Assembly elections,
ending the 34-year rule of the Left Front
government.
In 2007, 14 villagerswere killed in po-

lice firingwhile protesting against the Left
Front government’smove to acquire land
inNandigramforaproposedchemicalhub
tobesetupbyIndonesia’sSalimGroup.The
Nandigram firing gave birth to the
Trinamool Congress’s election slogan of
Maa,Mati, Manush (Mother, Motherland,
People). This was the site that effectively
launchedBanerjeeasapro-farmerpolitical
alternative to theLeft.
Banerjee currently represents

BhabanipurAssemblyseatofKolkataSouth.
A seven-timeMPbefore shebecameChief

Minister, Banerjee did not contest in the
2011Assemblypollsthatbroughtherparty
to power. It was after becoming the Chief
Minister that she contested a bypoll from
Bhabanipur, where she lives, andwon by
over 50,000 votes. In the 2016 Assembly
elections,sheretainedtheseatwithamar-
ginof over25,000votes.

What led to themove
ThedecisiontocontestfromNandigram

canbeattributed toanumberof reasons.
First,atatimewhenfarmersareprotest-

ing against central farms laws in Delhi,
Banerjee wants to revive her image as a
champion of farmers' rights. Nandigram
provides her the perfect platform, for it is
fromhere(alongwithSingur) thatshehad

established that image in the firstplace.
Second,shehasgoneforadirectcontest

with the BJP, which is hoping that it has
dealt her a setbackby roping in Trinamool
heavyweightandNandigramMLASuvendu
Adhikari. Rather than shy away, Banerjee
hasoptedforadirectface-offwithAdhikari
onhishometurf. Thiswill alsobea test for
herparty’srelevanceinEastMidnaporedis-
trict without the support of the Adhikari
family. Suvendu with his father Sisir
Adhikari and brother Dibyendu Adhikari,
both TrinamoolMPs, have great influence
overvoters inEastMidnapore andadjoin-
ingdistricts.BycontestingfromNandigram,
Banerjee, who has not lost an election in
WestBengalsincethe1989LokSabhapolls,
has thrownthechallengebackat theBJP.

Third, Banerjee has asserted herself
againsttheBJP’selectoralstrategyofweak-
ening the Trinamool Congress, and sent a
messagetothepartyrankandfileaswellas
fence-sitterswhomighthavebeenweigh-
ingtheoptionof crossingover totheBJP.
Additionally, Banerjee’smove to anew

seat iswidelybeingseenasaninsurance—
if she wins — at a time when she faces a
challengefromtheBJP inherhomeseat. In
the Bhabanipur Assembly segment of
KolkataSouth,herpartyledbyamere3,000
votesintheLokSabhapolls. InanAssembly
segment with a significant presence of
Hindi-speaking voters, many in West
Bengal see the slender Trinamoolmargin
asafalloutofherbrandingcentralBJPlead-
ersasoutsiders.

Big Tech’s power to fire
SIMPLYPUT

TOTALRECALL

MEHRGILL
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

ONWEDNESDAY,newUSPresidentJoeBiden
willdeliverhisinauguraladdresslayingoutthe
agendaforhisadministration.Thespeechwrit-
ingteamhelpinghimshapethedraftisledby
an Indian-American, VinayReddy,whowas
speechwriter for theBiden-Harris campaign
andpreviously served as chief speechwriter
when Bidenwas Vice President in Barack
Obama’ssecondterm.

What it’s about
Theinauguraladdresshasbeenatradition

since GeorgeWashington became the first
PresidentonApril30,1789.Inhisfirstinaugu-
raladdress,hereferredtothe“sacredfireoflib-
erty”anda“newandfreegovernment”.Forhis
secondtermin1793,Washington’sspeechof
135wordsremainstheshortestever.William
Henry Harrison’s speech in 1841 was the
longestat8,455words;it lastedtwohours.
TheWhiteHouseHistorical Association

notesthat inauguralspeechessetthetonefor

the incoming administration.
While sometimes they are in-
tended to persuade, at other
timesPresidentshave chosen to
speak “directly to the nation’s
concerns”. In 1961, John F
Kennedymade a call for public
serviceduringhis inaugural ad-
dresswhenhe said, “My fellow
Americans: ask notwhat your
countrycandoforyou—askwhat
youcandoforyourcountry.”
Bidentakesoverduringwhat

is being described as one of the
tensest moments in American history.
Commentatorshave compared themoment
to1933whenFDRoosevelt tookoathduring
theGreatDepression(“Theonlythingwehave
tofearisfearitself,”hesaid),andto1861,dur-
ing theCivilWar,whenAbrahamLincolnap-
pealedtohis“dissatisfiedfellowcountrymen”
tonotbeenemiesbutfriends.

Speechwriter’s role
TheOfficeofSpeechwritingisapresiden-

tial department in theWhiteHouse, respon-

sible for researchingandwriting
thePresident’sspeeches.
Inadiscussionsessionin2019

on“translatingpresidentialideas
intowords”, Sarada Peri, one of
Obama’s speechwriters, said the
“audience is the world of any
speech”,whileherspeechwriting
colleagueKyleO’Connor said it
was important to capture the
President’s“styleandvoice”.
Another speechwriter, re-

ferred to as Obama’s "mind
reader", is Jon Favreau,whowas

just27whenhehelpedshapethe2009inau-
gural address inwhichObama, in anechoof
Kennedyhalfacenturyearlier,calledfora“new
era of responsibility” urging Americans to
recognise “thatwehaveduties to ourselves,
our nation and theworld; duties thatwedo
notgrudginglyaccept,butratherseizegladly,
firmintheknowledgethatthereisnothingso
satisfyingtothespirit,sodefiningofourchar-
acterthangivingouralltoadifficulttask.
AtemporaryexhibitorganisedbytheJohn

FKennedyLibraryandMuseumin2009notes

that someof his instructions to his speech-
writerin1961,TedSorensen,includedto“avoid
pessimismandpartisanship,”andto“readthe
otherpresidential inaugurals”.

Biden’s speechwriters
ThecontentofBiden’sinauguraladdressis

beingoverseenbyMikeDonilon,whohasbeen
hislong-timeadviser,alongwithpresidential
historian andbiographer JonMeachamwho
isalsohelpingshapethedraft.Duringhisfirst
remarksasPresident-elect,Bidenspokeabout
theneedto“rebuildthesoulofAmerica,tore-
buildthebackboneofthisnation…”.Anarticle
in TheNewYork Timesnotes that Biden’s re-
liance on a historian is in sharp contrast to
DonaldTrump’s“lackof interest”inthepast.
Reddy, an alumnus of the Ohio State

UniversityCollegeofLaw,isBiden’sdirectorof
speechwriting. Reddy earnedhis bachelor’s
degreefromMiamiUniversityanddouble-ma-
jored in political science and philosophy.
AccordingtoareportinTelanganaToday,Reddy
wasbornandbroughtupintheUS;hisfamily
hails from the village of Pothireddypeta in
Telangana.

Trump’saccounts
weresuspended
after theCapitol
mayhem.AP/PTI
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BehindMamata’s Nandigrammove: image building, and amessage to BJP

MamataBanerjee inNandigramin
2007,duringamovementthatwould
launchhertopower. ExpressArchive
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Ofall thehumiliationheapedonDonaldTrumpasheleavestheWhiteHousetoday, thede-platforming
byTwitterandFacebookmusthurthimthemost.Butevenasmanycelebratehiscomeuppance,concerns
havebeenraisedabouttheenormouspowerfor-profitBigTechwields intherunningofdemocracies.

VinayReddy

NYT

WhiteHouse/APviaNYT

LyndonBJohnson(top)being
sworninonthepresidentialplane
in1963; JimmyCarterduringthe
inauguralparade in1977.

Oath-taking, parade and poetry:
how US President inaugurations
have evolved over the centuries

Minds behind US President’s inaugural speech
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MMyynamehasbeenwrongly
writtenasChanderlekha in
passport ofmyminor son.My
correct name isChander Lekha
Chauhand/oKuldeepKumar
r/o 228, UGF, block-B,Mohan
Garden, UttamNagar, Delhi-
110059 0040560645-1

IItt is for general information that
I, TANAYABHATNAGARD/O
PRAMESHCHANDRA
BHATNAGARR/O, 14-C, BHARAT
APARTMENTS, 31, I.P.
EXTENSION, PATPARGANJ,
DELHI-110092, declare that the
nameofmy father hasbeen
wronglywrittenasPC
BHATNAGAR inmyclass 10th
documents. That theactual
nameofmy father is PRAMESH
CHANDRABHATNAGAR,which
maybeammended
accordingly. 0040560653-1

IItt is for general information that
I Gopal KhannaS/o-Late
Sh.ArvindKhanna residingat
WZ-1242,First Floor,Rani
Bagh,Delhi-110034declare that
nameofmyminor-daughter
hasbeenwrongly-written as
MayraaKhanna inher School-
Record (9th-Class).Theactual
nameofmydaughter is
MayrahKhanna respectively
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040560636-1

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo asKUNDENKHANS/O-
NATHI LALemployedasCluster
Head in theHDFCSecurities
residingatH.NO.B-1/66, G.F&
1st Floor,YamunaVihar, Delhi-
110053havechangedmyname
andShall hereafter beKnown
asYUSUFMALIK.

0040560675-8

II,,SSuurrjjiitt SinghChopra,S/oHari
Singh,H.No-1236/5,Gali.No-5,
Krishna-Colony,Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001,have changed
mynameSurjit Singh,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040560669-1

II,,TTaannyyaaD/oArunChandraDas
R/o 29/2Airforce Station
Palam, 3WingNewDelhi-
110010havechangedmyname
toTania. 0040560643-1

II,,SSuukkhhvviinnddeerr SinghS/o-Bakshi
RamR/oNA-118,VishnuGarden
TilakNagarDelhi have
changedmyname to
Sukhvinder Singh.

0040560675-3

II,,SShhyyaammllaattaaGoyalW/oSandeep
Aggarwal R/o-A-3/88, Sector-3,
Rohini,Delhi-110085, have
changedmyname toShalu
Aggarwal for all purposes.

0040560675-2

II,,SSuukkhhmmeeeett KaurChopra,W/o
Kuljeet Singh,H.No-1236/5,
Gali.No-5,Krishna-Colony,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122001,have
changedmynameSukhmeet
Kaur,for all,futurepurposes.

0040560669-4

II,,SSuuddiippHaldar S/oHaripad
Haldar R/oD-3/36A, ShivDurga
Vihar, Lakkarpur
Surajkund(Haryana) have
changedmyname toSudeep
Haldar for all futurepurposes.

0040560622-2

II,,SSoonnaammD/O-MaheshChandra
R/O-A-525 –A- Block,J J
Colony,Chaukhandi Tilak
NagarDelhi-110018have
changedmyname toSonam
Porwal 0040560675-1

II,,RRaajjeesshhVishwakarmaS/o-
GamaPrasadR/o-A-5,
MansaramPark,Uttam-Nagar,
N.Delhi-59 havechangedmy
name toRajeshKumar.

0040560675-6

II,,RRAASSAAMMVINAYAKSURYAKANT
S/o- SuryakantDaji RasamR/o-
C-301,LEOHousing
Complex,Opp. Cosmos
School,Janta-Market,Kokan
Nagar,Bhandup (West),
Mumbai,Maharashtra-400078
have changedmyname to
VINAYAKSURYAKANTRASAM.

0040560672-6

II,,PPrreerrnnaaGupta,D/O-Shri Ajay
Gupta,R/O-90,Uco
Apartment,Sector-
9,Rohini,Delhi-110085,inform
that PrernaGuptaandPrerna
Jain both thenamesareone&
the sameperson.

0040560676-4

II,,PPaallwwiinnddeerr KaurW/O-Amrik
SinghDhanjal R/O-E-53,Second
Floor,Moti Nagar,NewDelhi-
110015,HaveChangedMy
NameToPalvinderKaur For
All,FuturePurposes.

0040560676-5

II,,MMaannssii D/o-Anjali Soni R/o 63-
B,3rd Floor,Gali No-5,Rashid
Market, KrishnaNagar,Delhi-
110051,have changedmyname
toMansi Soni permanently.

0040560672-7

II,,MMaannoojj Kumar Jindal S/O-
HarmashPal R/O-WZH-65 1ST
Floor,StreetNO-4,SantNagar
Extn. TilakNagar,New-Delhi-
110018HaveChangedmy
Name to Manoj Kumar.

0040560672-1

II,,MMaannjjeeeett Singh s/o-
Sh.GurbachanSinghR/o-E-
2/136,3rd Floor,Gali No-
3,Shastri-Nagar,Delhi-110052,h
ave changedmyname to
Manjeet SinghSahni
permanently 0040560676-2

II,,MMaannjjeeeett KaurChopra,W/o
Surjit Singh,H.No-
1236/5,Gali.No-5, Krishna-
Colony,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001,have changedmyname
Manjeet Kaur,for all,future
purposes. 0040560669-2

II,, KunjanD/oYashPalAhujaR/o
6/125, 6-Block, GeetaColony
NewDelhi-110031have
changedmyname toKunjan
Ahuja. 0040560643-3

II,,MMaannaass KumarChattopadhyay
S/oNirmal ChattopadhyayR/o-
B-98, Pocket-4, KendriyaVihar-
2, Sector-82, Noida(U.P.) have
changedmyname toManas
Chattopadhyay for all
purposes. 0040560622-1

II,,GGooppiikkaaUnni D/O-Janardhana
Unni PKR/o-Sarang,GSSadan
(PO), Palakkad (Distt.),Kerala-
679302have changedmyname
toGOPIKAUNNI P J.

0040560672-4

II,,FFaarraassaatt Husain F/oAdibaKhan
R/o.B-3/23, Aravali Apartment,
Sector-34, Noida, Distt:-
GautamBudhNagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301,have changed
myname fromFarasat to
FarasatHusain for,all future
Purposes. 0040560629-2

II,,AAnnaannyyoo Sengupta S/o-Late Sh.
AlokKumarR/o-FlatNo-2B,2nd
Floor,280,JodhpurParkNear-
AabarBaithakKolkata-700068
have changedmydaughter
name fromAashreeSengupta
toAadvika Sengupta for all
purposes. 0040560672-2

II,,AAbbiiddaaBagumW/o-Naeem
AhmedR/0-M-4 3rd-floor
B,Sailing club road,batla
house,Jamia-nagar,New-
Delhi,have changemyname
AbidaAhmed,for all,future
purposes. 0040560669-9

II,,RReekkhhaaDeviW/oRaghuvendra
PathakR/o,Gali no-13,WZ-
205,SadhNagar,Delhi-110045
have changedmyname to
RekhaPathak for all purposes

0040560676-3

II,,AAbbdduull RahemanS/O-Abdullah
MohammadR/O-BuildingNo-
5,GroundFloor, Hazrat
Nizamuddin(W),New-Delhi-
110013HaveChangedMyName
ToAbdul RahemanAbdullah
Sidyot . 0040560676-1

II,,AAMMBBIILLII KMW/O- Janardhana
Unni PKR/o-Sarang,GS
Sadan(PO),Palakkad(Distt.),Ke
rala-679302 have changedmy
name toAMBILI KM.

0040560672-5

II,, herebydeclare that I’ve
changedmyname fromSanjay
Aggarwal to SanjayKumar
Aggarwal S/oSPAggarwal R/o
2040osimo towermahagun
moderne sec 78noida 201301.
SanjayKumarAggarwal&
SanjayAggarwal are the same
personhenceforth I’ll be
knownby thenameof Sanjay
KumarAggarwal for all future
purposes.

0070727835-1

II,, TarunPalAroraS/oSh.Dharam
Pal R/o-H.No 3C/234,NIT-
Faridabad-121001,have
Changedmyminor daughter
NameVanshikaArora toNaysa
Arora,for all purposes

0040560642-2

II,, SudiptaBhattacharyyaW/O
PrateekDubeyR/OE-145A
Greater KailashPart 2, New
Delhi 110048 state that Sudipta
Bhattacharyya ismy trueand
correct name.Affidavit no IN-
DL25142399628099T sworn
beforenotary J.C.TrikhaRegd
No607dated 02/01/2021.

0050174289-1

II,, TarunPalAroraS/oSh.Dharam
Pal R/o-H.No.3C/234,NIT-
Faridabad-121001,have
Changedmyminor daughter
NameVaniArora toNavya
Arora, for all purposes

0040560642-1

II,, ShalooNikalje ChibR/o 1/63,
GroundFloorOldRajinder
Nagar, NewDelhi-110060, have
changedmyname toShaloo
Chib for all futurepurposes.

0040560632-1

II,, SantoshKumar S/ORam
NarayanDubeyR/oHouseNo-
234, Gali No-9, ChandanVihar,
West SantNagar, Burari, Delhi-
110084, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asSantoshDubey.

0070727850-1

II,, SURESHKUMARS/oKali
CharanSharmaR/oHouseNo-
147,MotherDairy,Sector-
55,Ballabgarh,FaridabadHave
ChangedmyName toSURESH
CHANDSHARMA for all
purposes. 0070727821-1

II,, RuchikaWadhwaD/oShri
TilakRaj R/o F-230Ground
Floor, Gali No-3, Rishi Nagar
Saraswati ViharDelhi-110034
have changedmyname from
Ruchika toRuchikaWadhwa
for all futurepurposes.

0040560644-1

II,, RajinderKaur,W/oAvtar
Singh,H.No-1236/5, Gali No-5,
Krishna-Colony,Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001,have changed
mynameRamKaur,for all
futurepurposes.

0040560669-7

II,, RAMESHKUMARS/oSheetal
Prasad JainR/oPlotNo-484, 1st
Floor, ParkAvenue, Near
KrishnaBhawan,Sector-
4,Vaishali,Ghaziabad-201010
HaveChangedmyName to
RAMESHKUMAR JAIN for all
purposes. 0070727820-1

II,, KulwinderKaurW/oHari
Singh,H.No-1236/5,Gali.No-5,
KrishnaColony, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001,have changed
mynameGyanKaur,for all
future purposes.

0040560669-5

II,, Kuljeet SinghChopra,S/oSurjit
Singh,H.No-1236/5,Gali.No-5,
Krishna-Colony,Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001,have changed
mynameKuljeet Singh,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040560669-3

II,, HEMANTKUMARS/oSuresh
ChandSharmaR/oHouseNo-
147,MotherDairy, Sector-
55,Ballabgarh,FaridabadHave
ChangedmyName toHEMANT
KUMARGOUR for all purposes.

0070727817-1

II,, HardeepSingh,S/oMilkha
Singh,H.No-1236/5, Gali No-5,
Krishna-Colony,Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001,have changed
mynameAvtar Singh,for
all,future purposes.

0040560669-8

II,, GurubuxSingh,S/oAtar
Singh,H.No-1236/5,Gali.No-
5,Krishna-Colony, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001,have changed
mynameHari Singh,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040560669-6

II,,MohammedSaoodS/o
AminuddinR/o-1745GaliMeer
Jumla Lal KuanDelhi-
110006,have changedmyname
toMohammadSaudAmin

0040560675-4

IIOmPrakashS/oAmar Singh
YadavR/oHouseNo73/74
Dabar Enclave, RawtaMore,
Jaffar PurKalan, Delhi-110073
have changedmyname toOm
Parkash 0040560654-1

IIMonikaSharmaD/o Late
Sh.Manoj SharmaR/o 15/32
B,TilakNagar, First Floor, Tilak
Nagar S.O.,WestDelhi, Delhi-
110018 have changedmyname
toMiraMihaSharma for all
purposes. 0040560617-7

II,, EbenezarHoro, S/oMarshal
Horo, R/oH.No. E-326, Nirman
Vihar, Delhi-110092 have
changedmyname toEbenezer
Horo. 0070727827-1

IIMani SharmaS/o Late Sh.
AshokKumar SharmaR/o
ExpressGarden, 806/3, Vaibhav
Khand, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad-201014 , U.P.have
changedmyname toMani
Kumar Sharma for all
purposes. 0040560617-6

II,, DewanshMehra s/oSachin
MehraR/oKC-19CPhase-1
AshokViharDelhi-110052 have
changedmyname toDevansh
Mehra 0040560675-5

II JoginderKaurW/O, Lakhbir
Singh JanduR/oHouseNo-
29,sector-16, Vasundhra,
ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, have
changedmyname to Joginder
Kaur Jandu for all purposes.

0040560647-1

II,, BinduDeviW/oRamchandra
Gupta residence-697,Jhuggi-
Jhopadi, nearKohli
Dharmkanta, Sector-8, Noida
Gautambudhnagar, have
changedmynameVidyawati
toBinduDevi for all
purposes,in future.

0040560629-1

II CNBhavanaW/ORenjith
KumarPR/OKlp-1/30Airforce
stationHindonGhaziabadU.P-
201004 have changedmyname
toCNBhavana for all
purposes. 0050174271-1

II,, Bhargavi Ravipudi W/oAnil
KumarRavipudi R/o 5-543, FNo
202, Sai ResidencyRoadNo-14
Deepti Sri nagar,Madinaguda,
Hyderabad, AndhraPradesh-
500045, have changed the
nameofmyminor sonAjay
Suryaanshagedabout 01Years
andhe shall hereafter be
knownasRavipudi Suryaansh.

0070727847-1

II BabanSakharamPaste S/o
SakharamPashteR/oAbove
Pipeline, RoomNo-2, Gulab
ShuklaChawl, TanajiWadi
TembipadaRoad, Bhandup
West,Mumbai,Maharashtra-
400078, have changedmyname
toBabanSakharamPashte

0070727798-1

II Braj Pal S/oAshaRamR/o 50,
NearMasjid,WardNo-12,
Naryana (74), Panipat,
Haryana-132101, have changed
myname toBrij Pal

0070727801-1

II have changedmyname from
KanwaldeepSinghCharanjit
SinghPahwa (OldName) to
KanwaldeepSinghPahwa
(NewName)AsPerAadhar
CardNo. 485427546800.

0070727813-1

II Amit Kumar S/oSatyawan
SharmaR/o 77/2Village
Dhirpur (408), P.OKhanpur
Kolian, KurukshetraHaryana-
136131,have changedmyname
toAmit KumarVats for all
purposes 0040560643-2

II have changedmyname from
ChitwanKaur Pahwa (Old
Name) toChitwanKaur (New
Name)AsPerAadharCardNo.
523945639620. 0070727810-1

II YaminiMannW/O,Ankit
ShokeenR/oC-5a/219
Janakpuri NearKadimi
RestaurantNewDelhi-110058
have changedmyname to
YaminiMannShokeen for all
purposes. 0040560648-1

I,ShauryaAnand S/o-Shri Sumit
AnandR/o -HouseNo.-530,
Sector-23,PalamVihar,
Gurgaon -122017 , Haryana
havechangemyname to
ShauryaVeerAnand for all
futurePurposes

0040560672-3

II SunitaD/O, RamSarupR/o F-
134, Third Floor, Gali No-6,
PandavNagar,MayurVihar Ph-
1, Delhi, 110091havechanged
myname toSunita Sharma for
all purposes. 0040560651-1

II Shipramittalw/oVivekmittal
r/o flat no 1602,tower-1, orange
county, kalapathar road,
indirapuramghaziabad-
201014 have changedmyname
toYogitaMittal for all purpose

0040560646-1

II Rita Bhatia/RituBhatia/Rita
D/O, RamRattanBhatia R/oB-
748, Green FieldColony, Sec. 43,
Faridabad, have changedmy
name toRituHanot for all
purposes 0040560657-1

II RenjithKumarPS/O
M.P.KunhiramanR/OKlp-1/30
Airforce stationHindon
GhaziabadU.P-201004have
changedmyminor sonname
fromThejusCN toThejusCN
for all purposes.

0050174270-1

II Rajnish S/O,OmParkashR/o
1630 Sector 45, Gurgaon,
Haryanahave changedmy
name toRajnishBhardwaj for
all purposes. 0040560650-1

II Parul Gupta S/oArunKumar
R/oHouseNo-30, ClubRoad,
Civil Lines, Ludhiana, Punjab-
141001, have changedmyname
toBhupeshGupta

0070727809-1

II ParminderKaurW/oKamaljit
SinghBawaR/o214-B, Pocket-
C, Sidhartha Extension,
Jungpura, Delhi-110014, have
changedmyname to
ParminderKaurBawa

0070727799-1

PPEERRSSOONNAALL
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Classifieds
PUBLIC NOTICE

“Be known to all that my clients Sh.
Narender Kumar Goel S/o Late Sh. Bishan
Saroop Goel & Smt. Seema Devi W/o Sh.
Narender Kumar Goel both R/o H. No.
557, V.P.O. Bakhtawarpur, Delhi-110036
has severed all their relations with their
elder son Sh. Varun Kumar Goel, his wife
Ms. Madhuri Goel, their children Master
Yojit Goel & Baby Dristika as they out of
control of my client. They have also
disowned, disinherited them from all their
movable & immovable properties. Anybody
dealing with them shall be doing so at his
own cost, risk and consequences. My
aforesaid client shall not be liable or
responsible for the same in any manner
whatsoever for their any acts or conducts.”

Sd/- Rajesh Kumar Singla
Advocate

Enrl. No. D-143/1996

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Tina Chaudhary D/o Sh. Naresh Lal
Chaudhary W/o Sh. Vikas Khanna
earlier R/o H-84, Phase-I, Ashok Vihar,
Delhi-110052 and presently R/o
3A/602, Rang Rasayan Apartments,
Sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
changed my name after marriage from
Tina Chaudhary to Tina Khanna. That
before Marriage in the year 1992, I
appeared for class 10th exams,
through NATIONAL OPEN SCHOOL,
DELHI vide Enrolment No. 270812094.
That in the certificates and marksheets,
my father’s name has been wrongly
mentioned as Naresh Lal Choudhary,
instead of Naresh Lal Chaudhary. Also
my date of birth has been wrongly
mentioned as 07.02.1976 instead of
the correct date which is 07.09.1976.
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PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all the general public
that my client SHRI SHYAM INFRA
HEIGHTS having its registered office at
C-39 Gulab Bagh, Om Vihar near Metro
Pillar No. 700, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-
110059, through its Partner Mr. Vijay
Bansal, is the intending purchaser of
Plot No. 62 and 63, area measuring
525 Sq. Yds., out of Khasra no. 829,
Situated in the area of Village
Nawada and the colony known as
Om Vihar, Phase-II, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi-110059, Any claim or
opposition to the said Property must be
lodged within 15 days from the date of
this publication, falling which will be
presumed that there are no claims or
opposition and my client shall complete
any transactions. Claims or oppositions
received after the said 15 days shall not
be binding on my client. Please contact
to Vijay Bansal, at 9212434001,
Hari Om Jindal 9999937053 or
Hemant Madan 9811474085 within
15 days.

HEMANT MADAN (Advocate)
Office no. 207, II Floor, Transport

Authority, Janakpuri, New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all the general public
that my client Mrs. Aditi Goyal W/o Sh.
Rahul Goyal R/o A-7, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi is the intending purchaser of
Portion of Plot no. I-38 admeasuring 75
Sq.Yds. out of Khasra no. 87/22
Situated in the area of Village Hastsal
and the colony known as I-B;ock,
Arya Samaj Road, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-110059, Any claim or opposition
to the said Property must be lodged with
in 15 days from the date of this publica-
tion, falling which w ill be p resumed that
there are no claims or opposition and my
client shall complete any transactions.
Claims or oppositions received after the
said 15 days shall not be binding on my
client. Please contact to Rahul Goyal,
at 9999483621, or Hemant Madan
9811474085 within 15 days.

HEMANT MADAN (Advocate)
Office no. 207, II Floor, Transport

Authority, Janakpuri, New Delhi

Know all men that, I Manjit
Singh Chhabra S/o S. Joginder
Singh Chhabra R/o C-34, Pamposh
Enclave, New Delhi, do hereby
declare that I am the sole and
exclusive owner in respect of
property i.e. C-47, DDA Complex,
Defence Colony, New Delhi. I
further declare that I have lost/
misplaced the original
Relinquishment Deed in respect of
my said property i.e.
Relinquishment Deed executed on
17-08-2006 by Sh. Pradeep Kapur
S/o Lt. Sh. Prem Nath Kapur and
Mrs. Priya Sardana D/o Lt. Sh. Prem
Nath Kapur, in favour of Mrs.
Promila Kapur, which is registered
as Document No.11985, in Book
No.1, Volume No.6503, on pages 48
to 53, registered on 17-08-2006, in
the office of Sub-Registrar-V, New
Delhi. If anyone finds the said
document please contact the
undersigned. Finder Contact (M):
9419003993, 9873178776

LOST

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to all
concerned that my client Sh. Sher
Singh and Smt. Harli Devi R/o
B-194, Jai Vihar, Najafgarh, Delhi-
43, has disowned/ debarred/
discarded his real son Mohan Singh
and her daughter in law Bhagwati
Devi due to their misbehavior,
disobedience, illegal activities/
assets, also ceased all his/her
relations with him, any person
whosoever deals with his/her shall
do at his/her their own risks/ costs/
responsibility.

Sd/- Vimal Tripathi
(Advocate)

D-3355-A/09
373, Ground Floor, Pocket-4,

Sector-22, Rohini, Delhi-86

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

WATER RESOURCES & GROUND WATER SURVEY CIRCLE
SIHAVA BHAWAN CAMPUS, CIVIL LINES, RAIPUR (C.G.)

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
( 1st Call )

System Tender No. : 70805 /NIT No. : 16/SAC/2020-21, Raipur, Dated : 15.01.2021
Online Tenders are Invited for The Following Works up to 05.02.2021 at 17:30 Hour (IST) :-
Name of Work : RENOVATION OF HEAD WORK, WASTE WEIR & HEAD SLUICE AND REMODELING

& C.C. LINING FROM R.D. 0 TO 510 M. OF L.B.C. & FROM R.D. 0 TO 360 M. OF R.B.C., CONSTRUC-
TION OF 04 NOS. STRUCTURE (03 NOS. V.R.B. & 01 NO. V.R.B. CUM SUPER PASSAGE), 02 NOS.
INLET AND REPAIR OF OLD STRUCTURES OF BOTH CANAL OF PAUNTA TANK SCHEME IN
ABHANPUR BLOCK OF RAIPUR DISTRICT.

Probable Amount of Contract : Rs. 126.70 Lakhs
The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated e-
Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date 22.01.2021, at 17:31 Hours (IST) onwards.
NOTE :- All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to get enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement por-
tal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific vendor class from PWD under Centralized Contractor/
Supplier Registration in order to download the tender documents and participate in the subsequent bidding process.

sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

Water Resources Division, Raipur
for, Superintending Engineer, Water Resources &

86383 Ground Water Survey Circle, Raipur (C.G.)

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F Ad²FâXF°FF
À½F. ßFe. ÕXJeSXF¸F A¦Fi½FFÕX À¸FÈd°F, ¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F SXF¹F¦FPX (LX.¦F.)

Bendrachuwa, Raigarh, Chhattisgarh Ph-07762-220741 E-mail:-gmcraigarh.2013@gmail.com
IiY¸FFaIY/d¨FdIY./IiY¹F/2020-21/908 SXF¹F¦FPX dQ³FaIY 15.01.2021

À½F. ßFe. ÕXJeSXF¸F A¦Fi½FFÕX À¸FÈd°F ¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F SXF¹F¦FPX (LX.¦F.) IZY A²Fe³FÀ±F IZY³ýie¹F ¦Fia±FFÕX¹F IZY dÕXE ´FbÀ°FIZÔY E½Fa
ªF³FÊ»ÀF IiY¹F dIY¹FZ ªFF³FZ IZY ÀFa¶Fa²F ¸FZÔ QSX A³Fb¶Fa²F (Rate Contract) IYSX³FZ WZX°Fb ¦FbOX AFGdRYÀF IY¸FZMXe (G.O.C.) SXdªFÀMXOÊX RY¸FûÊ ÀFZ JbÕXe
d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F dIY¹FF ªFF°FF W`XÜ d³Fd½FQF WZX°Fb d½FÀ°FÈ°F ¾F°FûÊ IYe ªFF³FIYFSXe ´Fi´FÂF A²FûWXÀ°FFÃFSXIY°FFÊ IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¸FZa SXFd¾F ÷Y. 2000/- (÷Y. Qû WXªFFSX
¸FFÂF) ³F¦FQ ªF¸FF IYSX ´FiF´°F dIY¹FF ªFF ÀFIY°FF W`XÜ
¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F IZY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊM www.gmcraigarh.edu.inX ÀFZ AFG³FÕXFBÊ³F RYF¸FÊ OXFDY³FÕXûOX IYSX d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF ´FiF´°F IYSX³FZ ´FSX d³F²FFÊdSX°F ¾Fb»IY
SXFd¾F ÷Y. 2000/- (÷Y. Qû WXªFFSX ¸FFÂF) IYe OXe.OXe./¶F`IYÀFÊ ¨FZIY, Ad²FâXF°FF, À½F. ßFe ÕXJeSXF¸F A¦Fi½FFÕX À¸FÈd°F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F
SXF¹F¦FPX IZY ³FF¸F ÀFZ °F`¹FFSX IYSX QÀ°FF½FZªFûÔ IZY ÀFF±F ªF¸FF dIY¹FF ªFF³FF Ad³F½FF¹FÊ WXû¦FFÜ d³Fd½FQF ÀFa¶Fad²F°F d½FÀ°FÈ°F ªFF³FIYFSXe WZX°Fb À½F. ßFe ÕXJeSXF¸F
A¦Fi½FFÕX À¸FÈd°F ¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F SXF¹F¦FPX (LX.¦F.) IZY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX www.gmcraigarh.edu.in ´FSX A½FÕXûIY³F IYSX ÀFIY°FZ W`Ü
d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF d¶FIiY¹F d°Fd±F - dQ³FFaIY 20.01.2021 ÀFZ 29.01.2021 IYû 02 ¶FªFZ °FIY
d³Fd½FQF ªF¸FF IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F - dQ³FFaIY 29.01.2021 ÀF¸F¹F 02.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY
d³Fd½FQF JûÕX³FZ IYe d°Fd±F - dQ³FFaIY 29.01.2021 ÀF¸F¹F 03.00 ¶FªFZ

WXÀ°FF/-
Ad²FâXF°FF

À½F. ßFe ÕXJeSXF¸F A¦Fi½FFÕX À¸FÈd°F,
86406 ¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F, SXF¹F¦FPX (LX.¦F.)

//d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF//

NNaattiioonnaall Central council of
Vocational Training invited
application for start Training
andStudyCentre
www.nccvt.in
Mob.7499647774/ 9823647194

0090280356-1

New Delhi
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GOLD
`48,480

RUPEE
`73.17

OIL
$55.48

SILVER
`65,340

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket;goldper10g, silverper1kg;Brentcrudeasof2030IST

Internationalmarketdatatill1900ISTInternationalmarketdatatill1900IST

RUPEERISES11PAISETO73.17AGAINSTUSDOLLAR

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY19

AFTERTWOdaysof sell-off,mar-
ketsreboundedTuesday,withthe
Sensexjumping834points,or1.72
per cent, amid expectations of a
biggerUSstimulusandstrongcues
fromother globalmarkets. The
Sensex soared to 49,398.29 and
theNSENifty Index gained 240
points,or1.68percent,to14,521.15
onsustainedbuyingsupport.
Analysts said themarket ig-

norednewsoffreshCovidcasesin
Chinaandworriesovertheglobal
economicrecovery.
VinodNair,headofresearchat

Geojit Financial Services, said,
“Bulls tookcontrolafter twodays
ofmassiveselloff,trackingpositive
cues fromAsianmarkets andon
expectationsof abiggerUSstim-
ulus to keep the liquidity alive.
Buyingwas seen across sectors

withrealtyandPSUbanksleading
therally.”Thecurrentmarketwill
getfurtherboostbyforeigninflow
if additionalUSstimuluskicks in.
However, recent volatility in the
markethasincreasedduetocon-
cerns over high valuations and
bondyields, investors shouldbe
watchful,hesaid.
Analystssaidtheresultseason

hasstartedwellgivingencourag-

ingsign. “Thevaccinationdrive is
progressingwell. Also, theglobal
cueshavebeenpositivewithex-
pectationof a large fiscal push in
theUS. The overall sentiment is
quitebullish.Weexpect that the
marketwillnowtakeitsnextma-
jorcuefromtheBudget.Themul-
tipleexpansiondrivenreturnswill
easeoutandreturnswillbelinked
moretogrowthfromhereon,”said
ananalyst.
Ajit Mishra, VP-research,

ReligareBroking,saidthemarkets
plunged sharply lower and lost
nearlyoneandahalfpercentamid
weak global cues. Initially, the
benchmarkopenedmarginallyin
the red tracking unsupportive
globalmarketswhichfurtherde-
teriorated as the session pro-
gressed.However,recoveryinse-
lectindexmajorsrecoupedlosses
inthemiddlebutnotforlong.
Meanwhile, the rupeegained

11paise to settle at 73.17against

theUSdollar onTuesdayon the
backof rally indomestic equities
andweakAmericancurrency.
Asian shares ascended on

Tuesday as investors bet China’s
economic strengthwould help
support growth in the region.
Europeanstocksinchedhigheron
Tuesday, sustainedbyhopes that
aneconomic recovery following
thepandemicisnotfaroff.
WallStreet’smainindicesrose

onTuesday. At 9:32 a.m. ET, the
DowJonesIndustrialAveragerose
227.19points, or0.74per cent, to
31,041.45, the S&P 500 gained
29.87points, or 0.79per cent, to
3,798.12 and the Nasdaq
Compositegained133.96points,
or1.03percent,to13,132.46.
Brentcrudeoilfuturesrose73

cents, or1.3per cent, to $55.48a
barrelby1454GMTafterslipping
35cents in theprevious session.
USWTIcruderose17cents,or0.3
percent,to$52.53.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

THESUPREMECourtonTuesday
upheldtheConstitutionalvalidity
of the amendments to the
InsolvencyandBankruptcyCode,
2016,which,amongothers,man-
datedthattotriggeraninsolvency
proceeding against a defaulting
builder in respect of a real estate
project, the applicationmust be
filedbyaminimumof 100allot-
teesor10percentof theallottees,
whicheverwaslesser.
A Bench of Justices R F

Nariman, Navin Sinha andKM
Josephupheld theConstitutional
validityofSections3,4and10in-
troducedby the Insolvency and
BankruptcyCode (Amendment)
Act, 2020.Writing for theBench,
JusticeJosephnoted:“Insistingon
athresholdinregardtothesecat-
egoriesof creditorswouldleadto
thehalttoindiscriminatelitigation
whichwould result inanuncon-
trollabledocketexplosionasfaras
authoritieswhichwork theCode

are concerned ... The legislative
policyreflectsanattemptatshield-
ingcorporatedebtorfromwhatit
considerswouldbeeitherforfriv-
olousoravoidableapplications”.
Thecourtaddedthat“whatwe

meanbyavoidableapplicationsis
a decisionwhichwould not be
takenbysimilarlyplacedcreditors
keepinginmindtheconsequences
thatwouldensuenotonly in re-
gardtopersonsfallinginthesame
categorybutalsothegeneralityof
creditors andother stakeholders.
Allthattheamendmentislikelyto
ensureisthatthefilingoftheappli-
cationisprecededbyaconsensus
atleastbyaminusculepercentage

of similarlyplacedcreditors that
the timehas come forundertak-
ingalegalodysseywhichisbeset
with perils for the applicants
themselvesapart fromothers.As
farasthepercentageofapplicants
contemplatedundertheprovisoit
isclearthatitcannotbedubbedas
anarbitraryorcapriciousfigure”.
TheBenchalso turneddown

argumentsagainstthechangesre-
quiringthat theallottees,making
such an application, must be
drawnfromthesameproject.
Thecourtalsosaid“itdoesnot

matterwhetherapersonhasone
ormoreallotmentsinhisnameor
in thenameof his familymem-
bers. As long as there are inde-
pendentallotmentsmadetohim
orhisfamilymembers,allofthem
wouldqualifyasseparateallottees
andtheywouldcountbothinthe
calculationofthetotalallotments,
as also in reckoning the figureof
hundredallotteesorone-tenthof
theallottees,whicheverisless”.
Inthecaseofajointallotment,

itcanonlybetreatedasasingleal-
lotment,theBenchadded.

Adani Group
inks concession
deals with AAI
for developing
three airports

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

THE CHANDIGARH Bench of
National CompanyLawTribunal
(NCLT)hasagreedtohearapleaof
oppressionandmismanagement
against themanagementofNew
Delhi-based builder Omaxe
LimitedfounderRohtasGoel.The
petitionhasbeenfiledbyaformer
jointmanaging director of the
company,SunilGoelandhiswife
SeemaGoyalallegingthatthecon-
structioncompanywasbeingrun

in a manner prejudicial to the
shareholdersofthecompany.
In his petition, Sunil Goel al-

legedthatOmaxe’founderRohtas
Goelhadabusedhispositionofin-
fluence and control in the com-
panyfrom2017andthatfinancial

mismanagementand fraudulent
transactions being done by the
companyhad increased thedebt
ofthecompany.Asperthepetition
filedbySunilGoel,Omaxehad in
2017availedaloanofRs250crore
fromIndiabullsHousingFinance
Limited. Though hewas then a
partoftheexecutivecommitteeof
thecompany,hedidnotreceived
anyintimationaboutthemeeting
where the resolution toapprove
the borrowing was taken.
Subsequently,SunilGoelinhispe-
tition alleged he was illegally
oustedas the jointmanagingdi-

rectorat the28thannual general
meetingof thecompany, andhis
wife SeemaGoelwas appointed
asthedirector.SunilGoelalsosaid
thatOmaxelimitedhad“illegally
restrained” him fromattending
the AGM “by using force and
threats”.Whileacceptingtheplea
toexamineallegationsofoppres-
sion and mismanagement at
Omaxe, the NCLT Chandigarh
madeitclearthattheobservations
madeby it in the casewouldnot
haveanybearingonthefinalout-
comeofthecaseoranyothercases
relatedtothecompany.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

ADANI GROUP Tuesday signed
concessionagreementswith the
AirportsAuthorityof Indiaforthe
management,operationsandde-
velopment of Guwahati, Jaipur
and Thiruvananthapuram air-
ports.“Theconcessionairesarere-
quired to takeup theGuwahati,
Jaipur andThiruvananthapuram
airports fulfilling certain condi-
tionsprecedentswithin180days
from 19th January, 2021,” the
AirportsAuthority of India (AAI)
saidinapressrelease.
The Centre had in February

2019privatisedsixmajorairports
of the country — Lucknow,
Ahmedabad, Jaipur,Mangaluru,
Thiruvananthapuram and
Guwahati.Throughacompetitive
biddingprocess, theAdanigroup
won the rights to runall of them
for50years.
TheAAIhadhandedover the

airportsinLucknow,Ahmedabad
andMangaluru inOctober and
Novemberlastyear.
On September 5, 2019, the

AAIhadrecommendedthecen-
tralgovernmenttoprivatiseair-
ports at Amritsar, Varanasi,
Bhubaneswar, Indore, Raipur
andTrichy.WITHPTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

THEGOVERNMENTonTuesday
nominated28non-officialmem-
bers on the National Startup
AdvisoryCouncil,includingByju’s
Chief Executive Officer Byju
Raveendran,OlaCabsco-founder
BhavishAggarwal,KalaariCapital
ManagingDirectorVaniKolaand
SoftBank India country head
ManojKohli.
The Department for

PromotionofIndustryandInternal
Trade(DPIIT)hadconstitutedthe
councilonJanuary21,2020,toad-
visethegovernmentonmeasures
requiredtobuilda“strongecosys-
temfornurturinginnovationand
startupsinthecountry,”statedthe
CommerceMinistryinarelease.
The termof the non-official

membersof this council, chaired
by CommerceMinister Piyush
Goyal,shallbefortwoyearsorun-
tilfurtherorders,whicheverisear-
lier. Other members include
ZestMoneyCEOLizzieChapman,
Urban Company co-founder
Abhiraj Singh Bhal, Kris
Gopalakrishnan of Axilor
Ventures,RenukaRamnath from
the Indian Private Equity and
VentureCapitalAssociation,Uday
KotakoftheCIIandUdayShankar
ofFederationofIndianChambers
ofCommerceandIndustry(FICCI).

Govt nominates
28 non-official
members on
startup council

Minimumof100or10%allottees to initiate insolvency

BRIEFLY
Govttoexitits
holdinginVSNL
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
will sell its entire 26.12per
cent stake in Tata
Communications Ltd (TCL),
erstwhileVSNL,throughof-
ferforsaleandstrategicsale
routeinthecurrentfiscal.

Petrolcrosses
`85inDelhi
NewDelhi: Petrol price on
Tuesdayhit Rs 85.20 a litre
in the Capital and diesel
touchedRs75.38after a25
paiseper litrehike.

Puriforcorporates
inbanking
Mumbai:Ex-HDFCBankchi-
ef executiveAdityaPurihas
backedtheproposaltoallow
deep-pocketed corporates
intobanking.“Giving(bank-
ing licences) to individuals
didn’twork, public owner-
shipdidn’tworkeither.There
isnoharmtryingit.”PTI

GovtplansFDI
rulechanges
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
is considering revising its
foreigninvestmentrulesfor
e-commerce, sourcesanda
government spokesman
said.REUTERS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

EXPRESSINGHIS concernon the
newprivacypolicyofWhatsApp
onsharingcommercialuserdata
with parent Facebook,
CommunicationsandITMinister
Ravi Shankar PrasadonTuesday
categoricallysaidthatsanctityand
privilegeofpersonalcommunica-
tionsneedstobemaintained.
Responding to a questionby

IndianExpressGroup’sexecutive
directorAnantGoenkaatthe15th
IndiaDigitalSummitorganisedby
IAMAI,Prasadsaidalldigitalcom-
paniesarefreetooperate in India
butwithout impingingupon the
rightsof Indians. “This is an issue
thatmydepartmentisworkingon,
andbeingthefinalauthority,itwill
notbeproperformetomakecom-
ments, except to flag one thing
veryclearly,beitWhatsApp,beit
Facebook, be it any digital plat-
form,youarefreetodobusinessin
Indiabutdo it inamannerwith-
out impingingupon the rightsof
Indianswhooperatethere,”Prasad
said.Headded, “I’veonly spoken
onprinciples, given thatmyde-
partment is working. I have to
awaitthat”.
The new privacy policy of

WhatsApphasraisedahugeuser
backlash,somuchsothatthecom-

panywhichwas to implement it
fromFebruary8hasputitonhold
tillMay15.
Whiledoingeverythingtopro-

tectdataprivacy,Prasadsaid that
he wants India to becomeabig
centre of data economy.He said
thatthecountryhadthepotential
tobecomeadata refinerywhere
data cleaning, data processing,
data innovation canhappen. “So
manynewdatacentresarecom-
ingintheprivatesector.Dataecon-
omymustprosperinIndiabyde-
velopingacompleteecosystemin
thisregard,”theministersaid.He,
however, saidasdata is linked to

digitalsovereigntyofthecountry,
itmustbeprocuredthroughcon-
sent andonvoluntary basis and
mustbeusedfortheobjectivefor
whichithasbeencollectedandthe
data fiduciarywhoprocures the
datamust ensure proper safety
andsanctityofthedata.
“Idoacknowledgetheimplicit

needofthedatamovementacross
theglobetokeepthedigitalcom-
merce intactbut thegroundrule
isthatmovementmustbeclearly
laidout.Theremustbereciprocity
ofdatasharingandweshallnever
compromiseondatasovereignty,”
Prasad said.Healso said that the
DataProtectionBillisunderexam-
inationbytheselectcommitteeof
Parliament and once the report
comes, itwill be fast-tracked for
Parliament’sapproval.
On 5G, the minister asked

Indianplayers tocreateanIndian
5Gmodel. “As far as 5G is con-
cerned, it is still evolving. We
missed 2Gand3Gbutwedon’t
wanttomiss5G.Therefore,wede-
velopedanIndiantestbed,andIITs
areinvolved,sothatallinnovative
aspects of 5Gcanbeconsidered.
5Gmustbedevelopedinorderto
enable inclusive character of its
processes forhealthcare, educa-
tion, farming. India’s appetite for
5Gwillbeoverpoweringasagood
commercialenterprise,”hesaid.
Onproduction-linkedincen-

tive scheme for domestic hand-
setmanufacturing,Prasadsaidit
was launchedduring theheight
ofCovidinApril2020anddespite
that all the top companies have
applied with commitment to
makemobilephonesworthRs10
lakh crore in the coming five
years,ofwhichRs7 lakhcrore is
forexports.
“India istodaythehubofmo-

bile manufacturing and this
processisirreversible...Indiamust
becomethebiggestmanufactur-
ingcentreof laptops,ofmachine-
2-machineequipment, of tablets
etc.Iwanttodevelopthatecosys-
temfrommobilephones,tosmart
phonestolaptopstotabletstoIoT
devices.Indiamustbecomeahuge
centreoftheseequipmentmanu-
facturing,”hesaid.
On participation of Chinese

companiesinofferingtheirprod-
ucts in India,Prasadsaid itwould
notbeprudentordesirableforhim
to take thenameof any country
excepttohighlightthegeneralpol-
icy initiativewhichthecountry is
following. “... in any exposure of
companies, national security an-
glewillalsobetaken,beitprivate
orgovernment.As faras therele-
vant financial routes are con-
cerned, somechangeshave also
takenplacewith regard to coun-
tries having physical adjacency
withIndia,”hesaid.FE

WHATSAPPPRIVACYPOLICY

THEGLOBALcueshave
beenpositivewithexpec-
tationsof a large fiscal
pushintheUS.Thehe
market is likely totake
itsnextmajorcuefrom
theBudget.
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Sensexbreaks2-day losingstreak,
soars834ptsonUSstimulushopes

TheSupremeCourt. File

15TH INDIADIGITAL SUMMIT

‘As far as5G is
concerned, it is still
evolving.We
missed2Gand3G
butwedon’twant
tomiss5G’

RAVISHANKARPRASAD
COMMUNICATIONS
AND ITMINISTER

Sanctity of personal communication
needs to be maintained, says Prasad

SC upholds threshold for
homebuyers to move NCLT

COVID-19 IMPACT

‘Economy, geopolitical stability
under stress; disparities rising’
The Covid pandemic has increased disparities and social
fragmentation, while threatening the economy in the next
3-5 years, said aWorld Economic Forum study

EXTREMEWEATHER
tops the chart for risks in
terms of likelihood

GLOBALCOOPERATION
maybe impede by these
developments

MINORITIESATRISK:
Billions of caregivers,workers
and students—especially
minoritieswhowere
disadvantaged before the
pandemic—are nowat risk of
missing pathways to the new
and fairer societies that the
recovery could unlock

“INCREASINGTENSIONS
betweenChinaand India”could
weakenregionalandglobal
tradeandgrowthwithChina
expanding its regionaleconomic
intereststhroughtherecently
signedRegionalComprehensive
EconomicPartnership

OUTLOOK:
The report said theworldneeds
towakeupto long-termrisks,
afterwitnessing theeffectsof
ignoring long-termriskssuch
aspandemics

INFECTIOUSDISEASES
are the biggest risk in terms of
impact for the next decade

Gapbetween the ‘haves’ and
the ‘have nots’ riskswidening
in technology access and
digital skills, thus challenging
social cohesion Source:WEF/PTI

Thepetitionhasbeen
filedbyaformer joint
MDof thecompany,
SunilGoelandhiswife
SeemaGoyal

NCLT Chandigarh agrees to hear plea
alleging mismanagement at Omaxe

Yellen: Focus
on providing
relief, not
raising taxes
Washington:USPresident-electJoe
Bidenandhiseconomicteamare
focusednowonprovidingquick
relief forAmericanfamilieshitby
thepandemic, not raising taxes,
Biden’s nominee to head the
Treasury,JanetYellen,said.
The former Fed chair said a

‘mark tomarket’ approachwas
oneway to ensure that capital
gainstaxeswerepaid,butsaidshe
wouldconsiderotherapproaches.
YellensaidBidenwasnotpropos-
ingtoraisingcorporatetaxestothe
pre-2017level.Sheurgedlawmak-
ersto“actbig”onthenextcoron-
avirusreliefpackage.REUTERS

‘Open RAN
will present
opportunities’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JANUARY19

THERESERVEBankof India (RBI)
has retainedStateBankof India,
ICICIBankandHDFCBankasdo-
mestic systemically important
banks (D-SIBs) or banks that are
consideredas“toobigtofail”.
TheD-SIBframeworkrequires

theReserveBank todisclose the
namesof banksdesignatedasD-
SIBsstartingfrom2015andplace
thesebanksinappropriatebuckets
dependingupon their systemic
importance scores (SISs). “Based
on thebucket inwhichaD-SIB is
placed,anadditionalcommoneq-
uityrequirementhastobeapplied
toit,”theRBIsaid.
According toanalysts, toobig

tofail isaphraseusedtodescribe
abankor company that’s so en-
twinedintheeconomythatitsfail-
urewouldbecatastrophic.
In casea foreignbankhaving

branchpresenceinIndiaisaglobal
systemically importantbank (G-
SIB), ithas tomaintainadditional
CET1capitalsurchargeinIndiaas
applicabletoitasaG-SIB,propor-
tionate to its riskweightedassets
(RWAs)inIndia—additionalCET1
bufferprescribedbythehomereg-
ulatormultipliedbyIndiaRWAas
per consolidated global group
books divided by total consoli-
datedglobalgroupRWA,itsaid.

Based on themethodology
providedintheD-SIBframework
anddata collected frombanksas
ofMarch31, 2015andMarch31,
2016, the Reserve Bankhad an-
nouncedStateBankof India and
ICICIBankasD-SIBsonAugust31,
2015andAugust25,2016,respec-
tively,theRBIsaid.
“Based on data collected

frombanksasonMarch31,2017
andMarch31,2018, theReserve
BankhadannouncedStateBank
of India, ICICI Bank and HDFC
Bank as D-SIBs on September
04,2017andMarch14,2019re-
spectively. Current update is
basedonthedatacollectedfrom
banksasonMarch31,2020,”the
central bank said. The Reserve
Bankhadissuedtheframework
for dealing with domestic sys-
temically important banks on
July22, 2014.

KIRANRATHEE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

TELECOM REGULATORY
AuthorityofIndia(Trai)Chairman
PDVaghelaonTuesday said that
useofOpenRAN(radioaccessnet-
work)andsoftwaredefined tele-
comnetworkswillopennewop-
portunities for Indian entities to
enterintothenetworkequipment
market.Hesaidthegovernment’s
move toencourage local compa-
nies to rollout the4Gnetworkof
BSNLwill providean immediate
opportunity to the Indianmanu-
facturersintheequipmentspace.
“Wecanleveragethecapabili-

tiesof the ITsector tobuild,oper-
ateandmaintain softwareprod-
uctswhichcanserveIndiaaswell
asglobaltelecomindustryatarea-
sonable price.We all know the
maximumvalueadditionisinthe
technologydevelopment,”Vaghela
said at the 15th India Digital
Summit,organisedbytheInternet
andMobileAssociationofIndia(IA-
MAI).Vaghelasaidtimingisappro-
priate for ‘AtmanirbharBharat’ as
theexistingsupplychainsareget-
tingdisruptedandnewopportu-
nities are emerging. “In teleco-
mmunications, developments
relatedtoOpenRANandsoftware
definednetworksareopeningnew
opportunitiesforIndianentitiesto
enterintothenetworkequipment
market,”hesaid.FE

■ TheD-SIB frame-
work requires theRBI
todisclosenamesof
banksdesignatedas
D-SIBs, starting from
2015andplace these
banks in appropriate
buckets depending
upon their systemic
importance scores.

D-SIB FRAMEWORK

‘Too big to fail’ list:
SBI, ICICI Bank,
HDFC Bank remain

New Delhi



No. _359_ / Date: 13.01.2021

The Engineer-in-Chief, RWSS,(Water Supply) Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf of the Governor of Odisha is engaged in the execution, operation & maintenance of water
supply projects to the villages of different districts in the State of Odisha & as part of this endeavour, Government of Odisha has decided to undertake the work as mentioned
below (the "Project") under EPC contract (Engineering, Procurement & Construction) basis, & has decided to carry out the bid process for selection of the eligible
Contractors to whom the projects under the package may be awarded eventually for construction as well as operation and maintenance for a period of 5 years.

O-916

Package
No.

Name of work Bid
Identifiction

No

Indicative
project cost
(Rs. in crore)

Period for
completion &
O&M period

Availability of Bid document
for online Bidding

From To

Pkg-I Execution of Mega PWS to all villages of Athagarh block & Tigiria Block
and 07 GPs of Banki Block of Cuttack district including 5 years O&M on
EPC contract under the package

EIC, RWSS-
18/20- 21

323.96 24 (Twenty four
months) & 60
(Sixty Months)

17.00 hrs of
20.01.2021

17.00 hrs of
25.02.2021

Pkg-II Mega PWS to 72 villages under 11GPs of Nischintakoili block of Cuttack
district including 5 year O&M on EPC contract

EIC, RWSS-
18/20-21

60.20 24 (Twenty four
months) & 60
(Sixty Months)

17.00 hrs of
20.01.2021

17.00 hrs of
25.02.2021

Request for Proposal (RFP)

Name & address of officer inviting Bid: Engineer-in-Chief, RWSS
Jal “O” Parimal Bhawan,
Unit-V, Bhubaneswar
Ph: 0674-2395734/ 0674-2531533
e-mail: cerwssodisha@gmail.com

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal http://tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/
Engineer-in-Chief, RWSS
OIPR-25040/11/0008/2021

Te n d e r N o t i c e N o . R SCB /
Purchase/5/2020-21Date:20-01-21
e- tenders are invited from eligible
bidders for Supply & Installation
of Oracle Data base Software
Security products and Technical
Support and maintenance of
Orac le Exadata Machine &
Database Products and OEM
Resource . Documents and
s c h e d u l e i s a v a i l a b l e a t
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
h t t p s : / / r s c b . o r g . i n ,
https://sppp.raj.nic.in

Managing Director

THE RAJASTHAN STATE COOPERATIVE BANK LTD.
Jaipur

BLIC SU CP HY OM OR LA

TRUTH IS GOD
SHANKAR VIHAR

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
PRE QUALIFICATION & PRICE TENDER (TWO COVER SYSTEM)

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE NO.25/ 2020-2021/ BCM/ MW/ TRY/ Dated:18.01.2021
FORM OF CONTRACT: LUMPSUM / ITEM WISE RATE TENDER

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamilnadu, sealed Tenders are invited by the Superintending
Engineer, PWD, Buildings (C & M) Circle, Medical works PWD Campus, Cantonment, Trichy from the PWD
Registered contractors in the field, for the following works will be received on 05.02.2021 upto 3.00 PM and
will be opened on the same day at 3.30 PM in the presence of those tenderers or their representatives who
choose to be present.

Sl.No Name of work with Approximate value of work EMD

1

Sub work : Construction of Manifold room, Laundry, Bio Medical waste room, Pay
and use toilet, Internal, External water supply and sanitary arrangements, ward
arrangements, Medical Gas line, Internal roads, Front Elevation, Fire Fighting
arrangements and other amenities etc., to New Government Medical College
Hospital Buildings at Namakkal in Namakkal District. - Approx. Value of work
–Rs.2860.63Lakhs

Rs.14,40,400/-

2

Sub work : Providing Internal & External Water supply, Sanitary arrangements,
Internal arrangements Gas line to Lab, Firefighting, Entrance Doors and other
amenities etc., to New Government Medical College Institution Building at
Tiruppur in TiruppurDistrict- Approx. Valueofwork –Rs.1522.35Lakhs

Rs.7,71,200/-

3

Sub work : Providing External sanitary & water supply arrangements, STP, Sump
with pump room, Fire Fighting, Furniture arrangements, Front Elevation, Entrance
door, Internal Road and Drainage arrangements, Filling low lying area with RCC
retaining wall and other amenities etc., to Residential Buildings for New
Government Medical College and Hospital buildings at Nagapattinam in
NagapattinamDistrict -Approx. Valueofwork –Rs.1936.27Lakhs

Rs.9,78,200/-

Note: 1. The evidences on the minimum qualification criteria mentioned in the Pre Qualification Application
should be furnished in Cover-I without any omissions at the time of submission of prequalification
tender itself. Any Omissions in this regard will be summarily rejected.

2.The tender notice & other details can be seen & downloaded from the website
www.tntenders.gov.in (or)www.tenders.tn.gov.in

Superintending Engineer, P.W.D.,
Buildings (C & M) Circle, Medical Works, Trichy.DIPR / 364 / TENDER / 2021
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Haryana state Seed Certification Agency
Bays No. 11-12 Sector-14, Beej Parmanikaran Bhawan, Panchkula
Applications are invited for the following posts under Out Sourcing Policy Part-II of Haryana

Govt. dated 06.04.2015 from the eligible candidates fulfilling eligible criteria along with original
certificate and testimonials in the office of the undersigned as per schedule given below:-

The application must be received by due date at following email address on or before 04.02.2021
by 5.00 P.M. Sharp: hsscapkl@gmail.com, hssca@hry.nic.in

Terms and Conditions:

1. The application form for applying the post of Seed Certification Officer and Technical
Assistant can be downloaded from this office website www.hssca.org.in. After filling the form
with photograph, send scanned application form to our email id hsscapkl@gmail.com,
hssca@hry.nic.in on or before 04.02.2021 by 5.00 P.M. Sharp.

2. Please visit our website www.hssca.org.in for the list of selected candidates and other details.

Sd/-
Accounts Officer

Haryana State Seed Certification Agency,
Panchkula1461/7/HRY

Sr.
No.

1

2.

Name of
the post

Seed
Certification

Officer

Technical
Assistant

Total Nos.
post

12
Gen-6, S.C.-3,
B.C. (A)-2, B.C.

(B)-1

Gen-1
BC (A)-1

Place of posting

Zonal Office at
Karnal, Hisar, Sirsa
and Rohtak (office
and field work duty)

Rohtak and
Panchkula

Qualification as prescribed in the Haryana
State Seed Certification Agency Service

Rules, 1979

M.Sc. (Agri.) in Plant Breeding/Agronomy/
Horticulture (Veg)/ Seed Technology. Preference
will be given to experienced persons.

B.Sc. (Agri.) (Hons) with specialized in Plant
Breeding/ Agronomy/ Horticulture/ Vegetables/
Seed Technology. Preference will be given to
person having experience in Seed Testing from a
recognized Seed Testing Laboratory.

Sr.
No.

1.

Name of
Department

Horticulture,
Gurugram

Old Reference/
NIT No.

Memo No. 789
Dated: 29.12.2020

Website of
Department

https://etenders.
hry.nic.in

Nodal Officer/
Contact details/

E-mail

99967-88076
ddhgurugram@

gmail.com

Nature of Corrigendum

REGARDING EXTENSION OF DATE FOR E-TEN-
DER FROM 15.01.2021 TO 27.01.2021 UPTO 4.00
P.M. AND OPENING FOR TENDER ON 28.01.2021

AT 12.00 NOON

1481/7/HRY

Notice inviting e-Bid (NIB)
Bid I.D. No. 202I_DSCSC198921_1

e-bid under two bids system are invited online for the
empanelment of agencies for transportation, processing,
packaging and delivery of packaged rice for distribution under
‘Mukhya Mantri Ghar Ghar Ration Yojna’ of GNCTD for a period of
Three (3) years. The NIT has been uploaded and available
alongwith the RFP document. It can be seen/downloaded free of
cost at/from the website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
Date and time for Pre Bid meeting 22.01.2021 at 15.00 Hours
Last date and time of submission of bid 05.02.2021 upto 15.00 Hours
Date and time of opening of technical bid 05.02.2021 at 15.30 Hours
Date and time of opening of financial bid To be communicated to the

technically qualified bidders
at later stage

All the bidders are requested to have digital certificate and then to
get themselves registered with the application service provider of
NIC. The application service provider of NIC can be contacted for
registration, training (if required) on any working day between 9.30
AM to 6.00 PM at:
HELP DESK
e-Tendering System
6th Floor, C-Wing, Vikas Bhawan-II
(Near Metcalfe House), Civil Lines
DELHI - 110054
(Monday-Friday 9.30 AM to 6.00 P.M.)
Phone No. 011-23813523
The Chairman-Cum-Managing Director of the Corporation may
reject or accept any/ all bids with or without assigning any reason.

Sdi-
DIP-SHABDARTH/0562/20-21 (GENERAL MANAGER)

DELHI STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES
CORPORATION LTD.

7-9, ARAM BAGH, PAHARGANJ, NEW DELHI-55

DELHI STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES
CORPORATION LTD.

7-9, ARAM BAGH, PAHARGANJ, NEW DELHI-55

Notice inviting e-Bid (NIB)
Bid I.D. No. 2021_DSCSC_198916_1

e-bid under two bids system are invited online for the empanelment of
qualified Flour/Chakki Atta Miller located in Delhi to dedicatedly work for
DSCSC towards Transportation and Processing of NFSA Wheat into
Wheat Flour (Atta) for distribution under Mukhya Mantri Ghar Ghar
Ration Yojna of GNCTD for a period of Three (3) years. The NIT has
been uploaded and available alongwith the RFP document. It can be
seen/downloaded free of cost at/from the website
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

All the bidders are requested to have digital certificate and then to get
themselves registered with the application service provider of NIC. The
application service provider of NIC can be contacted for registration,
training (if required) on any working day between 9.30 AM to 6.00 PM
at:

HELP DESK
e-Tendering System
6th Floor, C-Wing, Vikas Bhawan-II
(Near Metcalfe House), Civil Lines, DELHI-110054
(Monday-Friday 9.30 AM to 6.00 P.M.)
Phone No. 011-23813523

The Chairman-Cum-Managing Director of the Corporation may reject or
accept any/all bids with or without assigning any reason.

Sd/-
DIP/SHABDARTH/0561/20-21 (GENERAL MANAGER)

Date and time for Prebid meeting 22.01.2021 at 15.00 Hours
Last date and time of submission of bid 05.02.2021 upto 15.00

Hours
Date and time of opening of technical bid 05.02.2021 at 15.30 Hours
Date and time of opening of financial bid To be communicated to the

technically qualified bidders
at later stage

18 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY, JANUARY20,2021

New Delhi



19
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY, JANUARY20,2021

SPORT
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

MESSIPENALISEDFORHITTINGOPPONENT
The Spanish football federation suspended Lionel Messi for two matches on
Tuesday after he hit an opponent in an incident away from the ball in the
Spanish Super Cup final. The Barcelona forward was facing a suspension of up
to 12 matches for swinging his arm at an Athletic Bilbao player at the end of the
team's 3-2 loss on Sunday. AP

CROSSWORD4332

ACROSS
1 Rowdysonsquiet?Suspects
something(9)

8 It’s lightandportable
(5)

9 Shortcut fromthebeach?
(7)

10 Reformedgambler
(6)

11 Bronteplayset inBrittany
(6)

12 Suit foragirl’sbest friend
(8)

15 Thenightair? (8)
18 Setonaparticularcoursebut
utterlydefeated
(6)

20 Generalmethodthatallows
margin forerror
(6)

21 Medal that ispresented for
fruitdrink (7)

22 Perceive themeaning
(5)

23 Howamillhandwill tell a
story? (4,1,4)

DOWN
2 He introducesus to thegirl
(5)

3 Atensearrangement for the
governingbody(6)

4 Native I speak illof (8)
5 Massofpeoplemovingabout
in theroad in themorning
(6)

6 Eloquentlyappealing forazero
assessment (7)

7 Newricheshe’d treasured
(9)

11 Suffering fromfewer
restrictionsas farasonecan
see?(9)

13 Onewayof sayingonedoesn’t
like it? (8)

14 Concealsorpubliclyexhibits
(7)

16 InAmericawisepractices
(6)

17 Tryandusenewbusiness
guarantee (6)

19 Treeentitledtorespect
(5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
ItwillbearareArien
whoisnotdeeply
influencedby
sentimental feelings

for thepast. Increasingly it is
yourhomeandfamily
backgroundwhichtugatyour
heartstrings.Give the
maximumattentionto financial
matters, anddon'taccept
amazingpromisesat facevalue.

TAURUS(Apr.21-May21)
Youmaynowhear
fromlovedoneswho
areoverseasor far
away.

Communicationswill also
arrivebefore long frompeople
fromyourpast. Strange
encounterswill revivepleasant
contactsandfondmemories.
It's alldowntothatemotional
planet,Venus,whichbringsa
gradualawakeningto
romanticpossibilities.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Consideryour
situationcarefully. In
businessmatters, as
inotherareas, itmay

beyouwhoisowedanapology.
So,whydon'tyou lookat the
past -andtry to figureout the
best solution?You'dalsobe
wise toavoidundertakingany
dubiouscommitments for
the future.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Planetaryactivity
over thenext few
dayswill confirm
whatall sensitive

peopleknewanyway, that the
Cancerianvision isutterly
remarkable inall respects. If
youhavecreativegoalsonthe
go,put theemphasison
practicalachievements, and let
your imagination fly.

LEO(July24-Aug.23)
Whateveryoudo,
whateveryousay,
youwon'tbeable to
hidethe fact that

you'researching forsomething
moremeaningful inyourday-
to-dayexistence.Youknowthat
someone, somewhere, is
sendingyoufondthoughts. It's
nice to thinkthat they'reon
yoursideeven if they'rea long
wayaway.

VIRGO(Aug.24-Sept.23)
There is plentyof
space for your
Virgoanqualities of
efficiencyand

order. But if you start trying to
dominate the situation
and insist that everything is in
its properplace and that
others liveup to their
promises, youmaybe facingan
uphill struggle.

LIBRA(Sept.24-Oct.23)
Evenmorethan in
thepast, it'svital to
rememberthatLibra
is thesignofbalance.

Youoccupyapivotal role,
standingat the fulcrumof
everythingthat'shappening.
It'sallquitearesponsibilitybut,
bynextweek,you'llbereadyto
takeonanynumberof
newcommitments.

SCORPIO(Oct.24-Nov.22)
You share superb
travel starswith a
close partner. Short
journeys aremore

likely to be for business,
longer trips for pleasure.
Careful organisation, though,
is absolutely vital. And
oneother thing - partners
have the best ideas, so
listen carefully.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.23-Dec.22)
Yourbirth-sign is
ruledbythe
optimisticplanet,
Jupiter,which

largelyaccounts forsomeof
yourbetterqualities -your
wisdom, forexample.Your
ability toseeahead iscentral to
yourcurrentambitions,but
there'sasocial factoratwork,
andthatmeansyou'rebestoff
aspartof a team.

CAPRICORN(Dec.23- Jan.20)
Deepdownyou
should realise that
youhavemore to
gain than to lose

fromcurrent personal
disputes. Youmay even come
tounderstand that criticism
anddifferences of opinion are
all for the best. Andwith
Mercury still so positively
placed, your intuitions
will be right, at least,most of
the time.

AQUARIUS(Jan.21-Feb.19)
Certaincolleagues
andassociates
naturallyhopethat
youwill runoutof

steam,perhapsbecauseyou've
wornthemoutover the last six
months. If so, I'mafraid their
hope isavainone.Your ideas,
especiallyatwork,are likely to
beevenmore lively thanusual.

PISCES(Feb.20-Mar20)
Manypeoplearound
you,bothathome
andatwork, seemto
becaught ina

fogofuncertaintyorconfusion.
Youarewellusedtosuch
conditionsandare therefore
ideallysituatedto
extract themaximum
advantage. It looks tomeas if
youwillbeyourusual,
sensitiveself.

S
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Our____isthe__.Andthe___isour____.-Bodhidharma(6,.4,..,4,.,6)(twowordstwice)

SOLUTION:REALM,TYING,FLAUNT,MILDLY
Answer:Ournatureisthemind.Andthemindisournature.-Bodhidharma

LAMER AFLTNU

GYINT ILLYDM

SolutionsCrossword4331:Across:1Copious,4Endup,7Ward,8Dumbbell,10
Deductions,12Dismal,13Afloat,15Pickpocket,18Seconded,19Lope,20Yodel,21
Steamed.Down:1Cowed,2Paradise,3Studio,4Ebbandflow,5Deep,6Polecat,9
Occasional,11Bookworm,12Debussy,14Skiers,16Tread,17Acid.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

Baggy-Green fade
SANDIPG
NEWDELHI,JANUARY19

STRIKING A STOIC face, Tim Paine quoted
footielegendAlastairClarkson’sfamouslinein
thepressconference,“It’sneverasbadasyou
think,andit'sneverasgoodasyouthink.”You
could empathisewith Paine and his belea-
guered troops, because they tried as hard as
possible,expendingthelastdropofsweatand
energyunderthemuggycloudsofGabba.
Buttheylostnotbecausetheydidnotfight

or try, but chose thewrong paths. The road
nottakenwillspookPaine,orratherthefutil-
ity of thewrong turns that he and his team
took.Thepathshechosewerenotasbad,but
itwasnotgoodeither, totweaktheClarkson
quote.Therewereseveralinstanceswhenhe
letthegamedrift,whenhewaitedforfateto
intervene and things to happen, despite the
ascendancy his teamwielded for themost
part of the game. Hewas not like the stern-
faced Australian leaders of the yore, who
woulddisdainfully stubout the embers of a
resistance.Worse, he didn’t learn from the
failingsof Sydney.
For instance, when wickets were not

forthcoming in themiddle of the partner-
shipbetweenShubmanGillandCheteshwar
Pujara,henotonlyresortedtodefensivefield
placementsbutturnedtoshort-pitchbowl-
ing.Of course, it’s harsh topinall theblame
onPaine, notwhenhehasagroupof estab-
lished bowlers at his disposal, but a lack of
leadership and planningwas blatantly evi-
dent.Notpossessing ingenuity is one thing,
not all captains could be as remarkable as
Mark Taylor, but resorting to counter-intu-
itiveploys isanother.
He entrusted the bouncing-out duties to

MitchellStarc.Itwashisfirstmistake.Theleft-
armerhasadeceptivebouncernodoubt,but
he is not a NeilWagner-like enforcer who
could keep bowling short relentlessly. He’s
more comfortable, and dangerouswhenhe
hitsthefulllength.Again,therewasnoshort-
age of effort. Starcwould bendhis back and
blast the balls short. He just kept doing that
andthebatsmenjustkeptswayingandduck-
ing.Afterapoint,hestartedbowlingsoshort
thatGill justhungbackandpickedhis spots.
Theploynotonlymisfiredbutgave Indiathe
impetustomountthechase.HegaveGill the
widthandspacetounleashhispulls.
Bizarrely, Starc barely mixed up his

lengths,whichhedoessoseamlesslyinwhite-
ball cricket, or even changed his angle by
switching fromaround to over the stumps.

MoresoasStarccouldnotmaketheballhold
thelineafterpitching.Itjustwentonwiththe
angle.Maybe,Painewascarriedawaybythe
variablebounceonofferbutitonlyservedthe
purpose of landing bruises onPujara’s body.
Having ruffled himwith blows on the body,
thefollow-up,fullballatthestumpsneverar-
rived.Andwhen it arrived itwas sobereft of
energy.Theonlypurpose it servedwasshat-
teringStarc’senergyandmorale.
Thereon, he fumbled fromone strategic

fauxpastoanother.Atragedyoferrors,ifever
therewasone.Withoutmuchprovocation,he
wouldslipintoaninfectiousdefensivemind-
set.Defensivefieldswouldonlybegetdefen-
sivebowling.Sowithhalfadozenboundary-
prowlers, Nathan Lyon expectedly sought
defensive lines against RishabhPant. He be-
ganwith twoslipsandagully,buthedidnot
persistwith a silly point or short leg for too

longonatrackthatwasthrowingtantrums.
Therewasnoonearoundhimtomakehim

feel that hewas batting on aminefield. Just
chatter from stumpswould not suffice. Not
anyway against someone as feisty as Pant.
Evenwhen thepacerswereoperating, there
werenotenoughcatchers.
Hadtherebeenathirdslip,Pant’sedgeoff

PatCumminswouldhavenestledinhishands.
Apackedslip-cordonisessentialforsomeone
likePant,whoispronetodrivinganddefend-
ingwithanopenbatface.ItwasasifPainewas
shakenbyPant’spresence.
Even later in the innings, when the re-

quired ratehadbeenreduced to less than10
runs, he set an in-and-out field. Therewas a
timewhentheAustraliancaptainsofthepast
would have stationed every man on the
groundrightunderPant’snoseor inhis eye-
line.Sotherewasnofielderatbackwardpoint
totakeamiscuedhoickthat loopedintheair
foraneternity,justtwodeliveriesbeforePant
hit thewinningruns.
With the brittle lower-order, Australia

couldhavestillengineeredafamouswin.How
many times in the past have you seen them
bouncebackfromthebrink.
ButPaine’sAustraliaseemstolacknotonly

ambitionbutalsoself-belief.Heconcededde-
featalltooeasily.Therewasnorunningaway
fromtherealitythathistacticsonFriday“were
asbadaseveryonethought”.

Paine’spoorcallsonDayFiveonlymademattersworse forAustralia

AskingMitchellStarc toresort tobouncerafterbouncerwasoneof themistakes
thatAustraliaskipperTimPainecommitted. AP

SHOCKSANDSURPRISES
“Oneof thegreatest test
serieswins ever. Congrats
India andwell played
Australia,what a series.”

SUNDARPICHAI,
CEO, GOOGLEANDALPHABET

“Wow ..Thathas togodownas
oneof thegreatest if not the
greatestTest victoryofall
time !!Eggonmyfaceover
here in theUK .. but I love to
seecharacter&skill .. India
have it inabundance .. btwGill
&Pantare futuresuperstars !”

MICHAELVAUGHAN,
FORMERENGLANDCAPTAIN

“I'mquite shocked that
Australiaweren't quite good
enough towin this series. The
cold hard facts of it are pretty
much thatwas the IndiaA
teamthat played thisTest
matchand (India) stillwon.”

RICKYPONTING
FORMERAUSTRALIACAPTAIN

“Incredible Test& serieswin
for India have not seen a bold,
brave&boisterousAsian
teamon a tougher tour of
Australia. No adversity could
stop them, frontline players
injured, &won after a
remarkable turnaround from
the depths of 36 all out,
inspiring for others.kudos
India.”

WASIMAKRAM
FORMERPAKISTANPACER

“Just a remarkable win...To
go to Australia and win a test
series in this way ..will be
remembered in the history of
indian cricket forever ..Bcci
announces a 5 cr bonus for
the team .. The value of this
win is beyond any number
..well done to every member
of the touring party..”

SOURAVGANGULY
BCCI PRESIDENT

Paine’sAustraliaseemsto lack
notonlyambitionbutalsoself-
belief.Heconcededdefeatall
tooeasily.Therewasno
runningawayfromthereality
thathis tacticsonFriday“were
asbadaseveryonethought”.

GILL CUTS LOOSE: Rohit Sharma departs
for7,butGillandadefiantCheteshwarPujara

takeIndiatolunchat83/1.Barely30minutes
into the post-lunch session, Mitchell Starc
would begin unleashing a barrage of short-
pitched deliveries to Gill. The youngster
wouldrespondwithadelectableupper-cut,
abraceof pulls shotsandanotheruppercut,
beforedispatchinghimforasixwithanother
disdainfulpull.Starcleaks20runsinanover.

PANT GETS A REPRIEVE: The wicket-
keeper batsmanwalks in at No.5 ahead of
MayankAgarwalatthefallofcaptainAjinkya
Rahane’s wicket. It ignites hopes amongst
fans. Can he conjure another whirlwind
knocklikethe97hescoredinSydneyonDay
5?Pantmovesto16off 40deliveries,before
hegetsbeatenbyLyon.ButTimPainemisses

astumping. India still 135runsadrift.

PANT-PUJARA ALLIANCE BLOSSOMS:
Pantskipsdownthetracktodepositoff-spin-
nerNathanLyonoverthelong-onfencefora
six. In the subsequent over, he unleashes a
ferocious cut against Starc. Pujarabringsup
his fifty with a boundary against Marnus
Labuschagne.Indiaontheascendancyinthe
final session.

WASHINGTON PLAYS HIS PART:With
India needing 49 runs from 42 balls,
Washington Sundar (22 off 29) swivels and
unfurls a wondrous hook shot against
Cumminsthatsailsoverthesquare-legfence
fora six. Pant, at theotherend, collects con-
secutiveboundariesagainstLyon—ascoop,
followed by a powerful sweep shot against
Lyon. India racepast300.

THEWINNINGBLOW:Pantisunbeatenon
80andislookingimperious.With10runsre-
quired, the wicket-keeper batsman pulls
Hazlewoodpastfine-legforaboundary.The
winningmoment arrives in the final ball of
the97thover,whenPantdrivesHazlewood
tothelong-offboundary.Hestaysunbeaten
on 89. India win the series 2-1. Fortress
Gabba isbreached.

VISHALMENON

Going for the kill at
the Gabbatoir
With fickleweatherpredicted forBrisbaneandacracked-upDay5pitchonoffer, con-
ventionalwisdomsuggested thateitheradraworadefeatwere theonly twopossible
scenarios forTeamIndia.324runs from98overs in the finalday’splayat theGabba
looked likeamountain toclimb. Instead, theyseized themomentumatcrucial junc-
tures topulloffan improbablewinonanemotionally-charged, roller-coasterday.

Herearethesnapshots:

WashingtonSundar’s29-ball 22provedcrucial in therunchase. AP

New Delhi
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INTHEend,aftertheend,atempestofemo-
tionsswirledacrossGabba,glitteringinglo-
rioussunshine.ItwasonlyafterRishabhPant
ranforthequickestrunsinhislife,uncertain
theballwould trickleonto the ropeat long-
off, to script an unforgettable moment in
Indian cricket, that all of the emotion, con-
strained from themoment they arrived in
Australia, came rushing out inwaves. Pant
leapt to his feet andpunched the air, before
ShardulThakurwrappedhiminaheavyem-
brace. Indiahadclinched thegameby three
wickets,chasingdown328,andtheseries2-
1.
In no time, the Indian players tore away

from the dressing room towards Pant, who
had his hands on his head, trying to take in
what he has just achieved, still living in a
wonderland, still getting to grips with the
glory of themoment. The rest pulsedwith
adrenaline, dancing and running like chil-
dren—armsstretchedwide,faceslitupwith
glee—runningwithnowhere inmind.
In themidst of this delirium stood the

knackered Australians, dejected and de-
tached,wonderinghowtheserieshadslith-
ered out of their grasp. That morning in
Adelaide belonged to an indistinct bygone
age.Littlewouldtheyhavethoughtthenthat
a series that began so emphatically would
endsodevastatinglyforthem.Itwouldbeof
little consolation that they were part of a
truly thrilling series. ‘The thrills that kept
coming’ could be a suitable title for the se-
ries. ItwasTest cricketas itwasmeant tobe
—afive-actdrama,withtheebbandflowof
humanfortunes, thetwistsandturns inhu-
man life, evoking a range of emotions and
feelings, leading, in the end, to catharsis,
while threatening to causemultiple heart
failures among those lucky enough towit-
ness this contest.

Speculation about approach
The day began with suspense and in-

trigue.Whetheritcouldrain.WhetherIndia
would venture for an ambitious chase.
Whethertheywouldknuckledownandbat
time, liketheyaccomplishedinSydney.Will
the pitch deteriorate further? Do the
Australianbowlershavetheingenuitytodo
whattheycouldnotinSydney?Itwasaboil-
ingcauldronof speculationandhypothesis.
All of these questions surfaced sponta-
neously in differentmoments of the game.
ThereweretimesinthematchIndiaseemed
hell-bent on chasing down the lofty target,
nearly100 runsmore than thehighest suc-
cessful fourth-innings chase at the Gabba,
achieved as far back as 1951. It was akin to
winning a marathon but at the pace of a
sprint. Like towards the end of Shubman
Gill’s melodious 91, that juncture in the
gamewhenhedisdainedMitchellStarc’s ill-
advised short-pitch plan. First, he unfurled
the upper cut, before he pulled him for a
coupleof fours, thenanotheruppercut,and
thenapulled six.
Theonslaughtcamealmosthalf anhour

into the second session, telegraphing their
game plan to push for the chase. It was still
too far away, nearly 200 runs adrift. But in
Indianhearts, fainthopeshadbeguntoblos-
som.ThenNathanLyonreplacedthescatter-
gun Starc, and dislodged Gill on 91, lulling
himtodriveoneoutsidetheoff-stump,away
from his body. A thick outside edge to the
slips-manwastheinevitableresult.Muchof
India’s approach seemed to hinge onwho
they were to send next. Ajinkya Rahane
wouldbeadefensiveoption,whileRishabh
Pant would be an attacking ploy. It was
Rahanewho strode in, and he quickly dis-
pelled notions that hewould embark on a
stonewalling endeavourwith Cheteshwar
Pujara. Rahane straightaway got into his
straps, driving and cutting with purpose,
pummelling Lyonover long-on for a six. He
breezed to 24 off 22 before an attempted
ramp brought his dismissal. By this time,
Pujara,wearingblowsandthudsonhisbody,

wasbattingwithmoreenterprise.Thechase
wason,moresowithPant in themiddle.

Display of maturity
ButPantbeganwarily.Hebidedhistime,

shelvedthebigstrokesandrealignedhis fo-
cus on smuggling singles and twos, which
thevastexpansesofGabbafacilitated.Only
twoboundariesarrivedinthenext13overs,
both unintended. The first was an edged

four by Pant off Pat Cummins, which
screamed between second slip and gully.
WhyathirdslipwasnotstationedonlyTim
Paine could explain.Maybe, itwas the fear
of Pant launching a carnage as he did in
Sydney.Hedidn’t.
Thenextsetof fourruns,fourbyes,would

hurt and haunt Paine for a long time. Lyon
haddesignedabait forPant.Hebroughtthe
long-off fielder up, throwing the challenge

to take the aerial route. Pant charged out,
missed theball in the flight, butPainecould
not gather the ball and affect the stumping.
It was akin to the moment he dropped
RavichandranAshwininSydney.Butthisone
had a deeper impact. Buoyed, Pant grew
moreassertiveandbegantofindthebound-
aries, not in a bunch but with regular fre-
quency. ItwasdejavuSydney.
Then, as in Sydney, India lost a wicket.

This time Pujara, nailed in front by a devil-
ishCumminsnip-backer.Onewouldfeel for
Cummins, whose energy, craft and heart
were worthy of high praise, only that one
bowler alone cannotwin a Testmatch. But
Pujara’sexit, twoballs into thesecondnew
ball, revived Aussie comeback hopes. The
belief was strengthened by the departure
ofMayankAgarwal. Indiawerestill63runs
from the target and14overs fromdrawing

thematch.WashingtonSundarmighthave
racked up a half-century, Shardul Thakur
behindhimhadstrokedonehimself in the
first innings,but theseweredifficult times.
The sheer pressure of the situation could
eat into them.
The burdenwas on Pant. But he did not

feelburdened.NeitherdidWashington.They
battednormallyandcasually,liketheywould
in a List A game. Itwas common sense bat-
ting—punishing the badballs andquelling
the good ones — until the run rate crept in
excessof six. The scoreboard flashed:50off
48runs.Inthestandsandacrosshouseholds
in both the cricketing countries, nerves
dancedand jangled.

Closing act
Cummins thundered in. Pant scrambled

a single off the second ball, Washington
playedouttwodots.Australiamightnotwin
thematch, but it seemed India would not
winthiseither.ButPantandWashingtonhad
not surrendered yet. The latter shuffled
across a bit and slapped the ball behind
squareforasix.Afluke?Perhapsnot,thenext
ball, he sliced it over the slip cordon.
Intentional? Itmatterednot.
The targetwaswhittleddowntoamore

achievable39off42balls.ButTestcrickethas
witnessed several unbelievable collapses.
Lyonhasorchestratedafewhimself.Butthe
off-spinner stoodhelpless as Pant executed
a spectacular scoop, falling over but in ab-
solute control, over thewicketkeeper, fol-
lowedbyaheftysweep.Fourbyesoff thelast
overandAustralia’sdreamsseemedtocome
crashing down. The target had now come
down to 24 off 36. Even at this moment,
every result in thebookhadascope.
Another twist seemed unlikely. But

Washington bestowed one last comeback
chance when he under-edged a reverse-
sweep onto his stumpswith India 10 runs
away from the target. More jitters, more
nerves,thoughPantwasshowingnoneof it.
He began the next over with the four but
nearly spooned a catch to the unoccupied
backward-point region. He ran a single,
Thakursqueezed inabracebutgotoutnext
ball.ButPantwassmartenoughtocrossand
thumpedthelastballof theJoshHazlewood
overthroughlong-offtorunthequickest,and
themostimportantrunsinhislife.Andthen,
at theveryend, theemotions camerushing
out inwaves.
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KOHLITORETURNFORENGSERIES
SkipperViratKohliwillreturntoIndia’sTestsquadfortheseriesagainstEngland
nextmonth.Squad:ViratKohli(C),RohitSharma,ShubhmanGill,Cheteshwar
Pujara,MayankAgarwal,AjinkyaRahane,RishabhPant,WriddhimanSaha,Hardik
Pandya,KLRahul, JaspritBumrah,IshantSharma,MohammedSiraj,Shardul
Thakur,RAshwin,KuldeepYadav,WashingtonSundarandAxarPatel. PTI
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SCORECARD

AUS1STINNS 369
INDIA1STINNS 336
AUSTRALIA2NDINNS 294
INDIA2NDINNS 329/7 (O/N:4/0)

RSharmacPainebCummins 7(21b,1x4)
SGillcSmithbLyon 91(146b,8x4,2x6)
CPujara lbwCummins 56(211b,7x4)
ARahanecPainebCummins24(22b,1x4,1x6)
RPantnotout 89(138b,9x4,1x6)
MAgarwalcWadebCummins 9(15b,1x4)
WSundarbLyon 22(29b,2x4,1x6)
SThakurcLyonbHazlewood 2(3b)
NSaininotout 0(0b)

■Extras (b18, lb8,nb3) 29
■FoW: 1-18(RohitSharma,8.2ov),2-132
(ShubmanGill,47.6ov),3-167(AjinkyaRahane,
56.5ov),4-228(CheteshwarPujara,80.2ov),5-
265(MayankAgarwal,86.4ov),6-318
(WashingtonSundar,95.5ov),7-325(Shardul
Thakur,96.4ov)

■Bowling:
MMSSttaarrcc 16-0--7755--00
JJHHaazzlleewwoooodd 22-5--7744--11
PPCCuummmmiinnss 24-10--5555--44
CCGGrreeeenn 3-1--1100--00
NNLLyyoonn 31-7--8855--22
MMLLaabbuusscchhaaggnnee 1-0--44--00

■Result: Indiawinthefour-Testseries2-1
■ManoftheSeries: PatCummins

AUSTRALIA VS INDIA
THEGABBA

Toss: Australia, chose to bat

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI, JANUARY19

ATSYDNEYasRishabhPantdraggedhimself
towards the dressing roomaftermiscuing a
heave,hewalkedpasthis team-matessome
ofwhomgaveastandingovationforallowing
themtodreamaboutanimplausiblewin.One
mansatapartatacorneronthecorridorout-
side the dressing room. Grim, head angled
awayfromPanttoseeminglyavoidhisgaze–
RaviShastriwas inabubbleofhisown.
Just before Pant combusted, he had re-

ceivedamessagefromShastri. ‘Lyonhaskept
fielders at the boundary; khelo unke saath,
teasethem,takesinglesandtwosifyouwant.
Youcanhit thenewball too, due ina couple
of overs. It won’t do much on this track.’
Wordstothateffect.Panthadworkedhimself
into a frenzy, crashing the old ball here and
thereashereachedthe90’s. Lyon’s fieldhad
fallenback.Australiahadfallenback.ButPant
couldn’tcontainhimself andhadholedout.
“Itwas Shastri’sway to get themessage

across to Pant,” said a team member.
Coachescancajole,rave,getangry,orsulk.To
seewhatworkswithaplayer. Shastri’sway
that daywas to see if showing disappoint-
mentworks in getting Pant to realisewhat
he haddone after showing theworldwhat
hewas capableof.
Shastrihadbeengung-hoaboutPant for

awhile now. He likes left-handed batsmen
in the line-up and has been trying to have
Ravindra Jadeja and Pant in the Test team
sincetheTestseriesinEnglandin2018.“You
just wait and see, Jadduwill become a su-
perb Test allrounder overseas also,” he had
saidafterJadeja’scharacter-revealing86dur-
inga collapse at theOval Test against James
Anderson and Stuart Broad. It was the day
Jadejashowedeveryonehecanbeplayedas
an allrounder anywhere in theworld. Pant,
whowas given a chance in that series after
the failuresofDineshKartik,wasstruggling
with the bat and behind the stumps but
Shastriwasgung-ho,believing that the tide
would turnat somepoint.
AstheSouthamptonTestfell fromIndia’s

grasp andwith it the series, Shastriwas left
wondering aboutwhat-ifs. “If we hadwon
thisna,boss Ican’t tellyouwhat itwoulddo
to this team.We had it but we slipped up.
Lessonlearned,nodoubtbutmarkmywords
this teamwill be champions soon.But ifwe
hadwonhere,ah…kyamazaaaaata. Icould

haveshutupall thesepeopleinthiscountry
andbackhomewhodoubtedus. But it’s al-
right, that daywill come. You don’t believe
me?Youdon’tbelieveme?Waitandwatch.”

Shastri’s way
There had been no signs of disbelief in

this correspondent, but that’s the Shastri
way.Oftenhegives the feelinghe is fighting
theworld.Often,itseems,helikeshavingthe
worldagainsthim.Shastrivstheworldofde-
tractors is a box-office contest that Shastri
would love towatch on loop. Or so it feels.
It’s this attitude that propelled him from

No.10 to a Test opener, who made runs
aroundtheworld.Hesawsuccessearlyinhis
life; hewas adoredwhen hewas young as
hewasduringhis Champion of Champions
daysbutknewhehadtodisregardthetaunts
in the lateryears.
At times, in thesemonologues of ambi-

tion,dreams,challenges, itwouldseemas if
hewas talking to himself, trying to shape-
shift the present to a rosy future by sheer
force of will. He knows the alcoholmemes
abouthim, the tauntsabouthispersonality,
the mocking of his manner of speech. He
dealswith it in the samewayhe dealtwith
the boos against his tuk-tuk defensive bat-
ting from the crowd. “Haai Haaiwhat? You
scorea50ora100against thesameopposi-
tion thentheyphirao topi. Theyclap.”
“Satisfactionis lookedforwardtobefore

ithappens—wehavetheexperience inour
minds before we have the experience. Its
anticipationprecedesitsrealisation,”writes
AdamPhillips,aBritishpsychotherapistand
anessayist.
Forafewyearsnow,Shastrihasbeenliv-

ing in anticipation – and probably the rea-
sonwhyhehadgoneoncocky-ravesabout
his team.He sawwhat someof us didn’t.
At times, it seemed hewas in lovewith

an idea of how his team should be rather
thanhowthe teamwas.Healsoknowsthat
manywould still not give himmuch credit
and thememesare likely tocontinue.
Buthecaresaboutwhatthepeoplehere-

spectsthinkofhim.LikeVivRichardsonthe
tourofWestIndies.Hewaspleasedaspunch
in relating that Richards had said that this
Indian teamhas it in them to go all theway
inTestcricket. “KingVivsaid it,boss.Weare
ontherightpath.”
When he lost the coach job to Anil

Kumble in 2016, hewas inBangkok. “I have
been in the field for a long enough,” he said
then. “That was yesterday. There is bright
sunshineinThailandtoday.So,getup,hitthe
beach, and just chill.” Therewasbright sun-
shine in Brisbane and Shastri had finally
reachedwherehewantedtobe:fromcham-
pion of champions to the coach of a cham-
pion team. It's timeto just chill.

Shastri's journey: From Champion of Champions to coach of a champion team

RaviShastrihashisownwaystodeal
withplayersandmotivate them.AP

STORMING ABASTION

32
NumberofyearssinceAustralialostattheGabba.
Theywereunbeteanheresince1988

NOTDONE IN 70YEARS

1951
Theprevioushighestsuccessfulchaseatthe

Gabbawasin1951whenAustraliamade236/7vsWI

INEXPERIENCEDATTACK

4
Theexperienceof India'sfivebowlersbeforethis

Testasagainst246playedbyAustralia'sbowlingunit

CHANGE THEONLYCONSTANT

2
OnlytwoIndianplayersplayedallfourTests,

RahaneandPujara.Restgotinjuredorweredropped.

WALKINGWOUNDED

6
PlayerswhomissedatleastoneTestbecauseofan

injury-Shami,Yadav,Bumrah,Ashwin,Vihari, Jadeja

Heistory
Indiapulloff remarkablechasetoendAustralia’s32-yearGabbadominance;win2ndsuccessiveseries

RishabhPantandNavdeepSainicelebrateafter the formerscoredthewinningruns inthefourthTestagainstAustraliaonTuesday.Reuters

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY19

DURING THE Kolkata Knight Riders
preparatory camp in the UAE before the
Indian Premier League, Shubman Gill’s
long-timementor and friend Khushpreet
Singhwould ask for a 10-feet- by-seven-
feetpieceofKotastonefortheyoungbats-
man’spracticesessions.Singhwouldthrow
downwet tennis and plastic balls for al-
mostanhourtoprepareGill forthebounce
and variable pace of Australianwickets in
casehewasselected for the tour.
On Tuesday, as the Indian team

recorded a historic three-wicket win in
Brisbane towin the Test series 2-1, Singh
watchedthehighlightsofGill’sknockof91
on loop. It reminded him of how the
youngster had preparedmentally aswell
as technically for the biggest challenge of
his career.
“Beforenetseveryday,Iwouldmakehim

face bouncers and short-of-length balls
aimed at theKota stone slab placed in the
middleof thewicket.Mostof thefocuswas
onthepullandpunchshots. InIndia,Yuvraj
Singhpaaji toohadsharedhis inputsabout
Australianwickets,”Khushpreet, oneof the

supportstaffforKKR,toldTheIndianExpress.

Father’s role key
Singh was at the Mohali Cricket

Association Academy during Gill’s early
daystherebeforeaninjurypromptedhim
toturnintothelatter’smentor.Heremem-
bers howGill’s father, Lakhwinder Singh
madehissonpolishhisbackfootgameata
young age, whichwas evident during the
seriesDownUnder.
On Tuesday, it was Gill’s treatment of

Mitchell Starc that set the tone for India’s
victory.Gillwouldhitfourboundariesand
twosixes off the left-armpacer, including
anuppercutandpull for sixes.

Teammate recalls
Former India pacer and Gill’s Punjab

teammateManpreet Gonyhas bowled to
Gill inthenetssincehisU-14daysandbe-
lieves that his no-fear approach against
fastbowlers fromayoungagemakeshim
stand tall among his peers. “When I
bowled to him at the nets, I could see no
fear in his eyes. He would bat with such
ease against pace. I remember him play-
inghalf-pull andbackfoot punch to back-
of-length deliveries at the Mohali nets
whenhewas15yearsold.Atthattimetoo,

hewouldsitwithusandlistentothecon-
versations among the bowlers and it
helped himmature as a cricketer,” Gony,
nowthePunjabbowlingcoach, looksback.

Next assignment
Englandarecomingforafour-Testseries

nextmonth,andGillhasbeennamedinthe
IndianteamforthefirsttwoTests.Singhbe-
lievesthatthemorechancesGillwouldget,
themore settledhewill be andhis natural

flairwill come through. “Playing at home
against England spinners, who are doing
well inSri Lanka,will beachallengewhich
hewillliketoface.Wehavenevermadehim
playspininthenets.Weusedaroughpiece
of landnear his homeand that has helped
him step out of the crease naturally. It has
also helped him develop the pull shot
against spinners. I remember once he got
out in the300sandhis father scoldedhim.
Thenextmatch,he remainedunbeatenon
410runsandaskedhisfathertorewardhim.
Helovesbattinglong,”sharedSingh.

Proud family
At the Gill household in village Chak

Kherewalanear the India-Pakistanborder
in Punjab’s Ferozepur district, his grand-
parents 85-year-old Didar Singh Gill and
GurmailKaurarewaiting forhimtocome
home.“WhenShubmanisnothere, Ikeep
lookingathisoldbats.Today,Iwatchedhim
bat thewholemorning. To seehimbat on
televisionwill bemy leisure-time activity
in thecomingyears,” saysDidar.
As for his grandmother Gurmail, she

willbebusypreparingGill’s favouritefood
once he visits the village. “He likes churri
withgud(jaggery)andhewillhaveplenty
of itwhenhecomeshome,” shesaid.

ShubhmanGill’smentorandfriend
KhushpreetSinghwouldthrowdown
wettennisandplasticballstohelphim
prepareforAustralianwickets. File

Foundation stone for Gill’s success laid on IPL duty

JustbeforePantcombusted,he
hadreceivedamessagefrom
Shastri. ‘Lyonhaskept fieldersat
theboundary;khelounkesaath,
teasethem,takesinglesand
twos if youwant
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