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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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CHIEF JUSTICE BOBDE MINCES FEW WORDS

Slamming Centre over protests and process,
SC suggests stay on farm Iaws panel for talks

SCorder today; AG says stay drastic;
you failed to solve problem, says CJI

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

IN ONE of its rare outbursts
against the Government in re-
cent times, a Supreme Court
bench, headed by Chief Justice
S A Bobde, questioned the
process behind the enactment of
the farm laws and expressed
deep “disappointment” over the
Centre’s handling of the farm
protests.

Scheduling its order for to-
morrow, the courtindicated that
itcould even stay the implemen-
tation of the new farm laws to
ostensibly “facilitate” a solution.

CJIBobde minced few words:
“We do not think the Centre is
handling the issue correctly.
We don't think you are being ef-
fective.”

Suggesting that the court
would appoint acommittee that
“will tell usif the laws are in pub-
licinterest,” CJI Bobde said: “We
propose to forma committee and
if the government does not, then
we will stay the implementation
of the farm Acts...We are doing
this because you have failed to
solve the problem. We are pro-
posing to pass this order to facil-
itate resolution of this problem
by a committee chosen by
us...We will make the atmos-
phere comfortable and con-
ducive for talks. Till then the farm
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BEFORE THE ORDER,
THEFRAMING

The bench made key
observations:

B Not getting into
question on repeal

M Staying action on law
isn’t same as staying law
M Farmers’ groups can
appear before govt, why
not before committee

B Want toresolve, create
conducive atmosphere
for talks

laws can be put on hold...If laws
are puton hold then negotiations
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Farmers celebrate after the SC hearing, at the Ghazipur border Monday. Prem Nath Pandey

Farmers thank SC but draw line:
no panel, no stay, only repeal

RAKHIJAGGA &
AMILBHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

WHILE WELCOMING the
Supreme Court’s outburst
against the Centre, unions rep-
resenting protesting farmers
turned down the idea of a com-
mittee to resolve the issue and
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reiterated their demand for a re-
peal of the farm laws, not merely
astay on them.

On Monday, the apex court
indicated that it could stay the
implementation of the new laws
and proposed the setting up ofa
committee.

Hours after the court pro-
ceedings, the Sanyukt Kisan
Morcha, a joint forum of farm
unions, issued a statement
that read, “...we informed

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Staying

the law:
courts have
been very
cautious

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

HOW THE Supreme Court oper-
ationalises its suggestion to stay
the operation of the three farm
laws and open fresh talks via a
committee will be evident in its
order Tuesday. However, a line of
precedents shows that courts
have been very cautious while
passing interim orders to stay
laws passed by the Legislature.
“In matters involving the
constitutionality of any legisla-
tion enacted by the legislature
and rules, courts should be ex-
tremely loath to pass an interim
order,” a two-judge Supreme
Court bench had said in a 2013
ruling on the validity of the
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Regulation Act, 2003.
“At the time of final adjudi-
cation, the court can strike down
the statute if found ultra vires of
the Constitution. However, op-
eration of the statute cannot be
stultified by granting an interim
order except when the court is
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

India take it on the
chest, in the ribs, for
greatest of comebacks

R Ashwin (right), Hanuma Vihari after holding off Australia
to ensure a draw in the third Test, at Sydney, Monday. AP

SRIRAM VEERA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 11

AFTER THE biggest loss in
Adelaide and the grandest win
in Melbourne, this Test series of
extremes threw up the greatest
draw in Sydney.

In the end, India's pride was
left scarless despite a broken
hand, a bruised elbow, a sore
hamstring, and a few dents on
the chest as they hung on to fin-
ish the final day at 334 for five,
leaving the four-game series at
1-1, with one more Test to go.

This was the longest fourth
innings by India in 41 years, af-
ter the draw against England in
1979. On Monday, they batted
131 overs with four batsmen —
Cheteshwar Pujara(77), Rishabh
Pant(97),Hanuma Vihari (23 not
out) and Ravi Ashwin (39 not

out) — playing over 100 deliver-
ies each.

And although the Austra-
lians perspired to conjure a re-
sult in their favour, they were
left cursing in the shadows —
their frustration amplified by
stump microphones and later
paraded by Indian fans as proud
GIFs, mocking emojis, and cele-
bratory hashtags.

For India, a day that started
with thoughts of defeat was as-
tonishingly turned around by
Pantand Pujara, both fighting re-
demption battles of their own.
During that heady second ses-
sion, India even dared to dream
of a victory. But after those two
fell, an injured Vihari, who was

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

FULL COVERAGE
PAGE18

THE FIRST FOUR

The all-woman crew of Air-India’s inaugural San Francisco to Bengaluru flight, lasting 17 hours,
on landing Monday. The longest flight by an Indian commercial airline, it was captained by
Zoya Aggarwal, with three crew members, and crossed over the North Pole. P11

Astrologer claiming political links
dupes ex-HC judge of Rs 8 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 11

A SELF-STYLED astrologer, who
claimed access to top political
leaders, has been arrested by
Bengaluru police crime branch for
allegedly cheating a retired high
courtjudge of over Rs 8 crore with
the promise of a “high position”
through his connections.
Yuvaraj Ramadas, 52, who

has a history of cheating cases,
was arrested last month for al-
legedly duping retired judge
IndrakalaBS, 68.

The arrest was based on a
complaint filed by the former
judge at the Wilson Garden po-
lice station alleging that
Ramadas had cheated her be-
tween June 2018 and November
2019 of Rs 8.27 crore by promis-
ing her a “high position” in the
country's administration.

Following the arrest, Joint
Commissioner of Police (Crime)
Sandeep Patil said that an FIR
was registered on the complaint
that Ramadas “falsely claimed to
know some important persons
and promised to get government
jobs and government work
done”.

“The CCB (Central Crime
Branch) took a search warrant
for the accused and raided his

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Students use
‘experts’ for
GRE from
home: Govt,
US alerted

AASHISHARYAN &
PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY11

CHEATING BY STUDENTS tak-
ing the Graduate Record Exam-
ination (GRE) online from their
homes, following the Covid-19
outbreak, has been red-flagged
by the largest Indian franchise
of US-based The Princeton
Review.

The GRE, owned and admin-
istered by the US-headquartered
Educational Testing Service (ETS),
isastandardised test required for
admissions to graduate schools
in the US and Canada. In India,
85,050 candidates took the GRE
in2019 compared with 90,146 in
Chinaand 3.95lakhinthe US,ac-
cording to the ETS.

Besides informing the ETS
about the rise in fraudulent ac-
tivities, the Indian franchisee has
written to the Ministry of
Education and Niti Aayog high-
lighting the ‘moral’ aspect of us-
ing unfair means and its impact
on student’ quality.

The Indian Express spoke to
several students who took the
GRE with help from outside ex-
perts or ‘collaborators’. While
none of them wished to be
named, they revealed a meticu-
lously-planned modus operandi.

In the “at-home” offering of
the GRE, an online proctor asks

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Serum says order
by govt for 11 mn
doses, first lot may
head out today

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS &
PRABHARAGHAVAN
PUNE,NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE CENTRAL government has
signed a contract with the Serum
Institute of India (SII) for the sup-
ply of 11 million doses of
Covishield, the Indian variant of
the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine
against the novel coronavirus,
the Pune-based firm said on
Monday.

Doses of the vaccine could
start shipping as early as
Monday night, a source with di-
rect knowledge of the develop-
ment told The Indian Express.

“(SIT) may start despatching
the vaccines very soon. It may

happen either later tonight or
early morning tomorrow,” the
source said on Monday evening.
The doses will be sent by mul-
tiple modes of transport, in-
cluding by road and by air, the
source said.

In Pune, SII officials said the
consignments would be flown to
the nearest airport and then
driven to the depots. Some 60
locations, including in
Maharashtra and Gujarat, and
Chennai, are mentioned in the
consignee list, the SII officials
said.

The Sl has manufactured the
vaccine under licence in India.
The country will start its mass in-
oculation programme against
Covid-19 on January 16. Around

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Covishield vaccine transport vehicles arriving at the Serum
Institute of India in Pune on Monday. Arul Horizon

Centre will pay for
the first three crore
shots: PM tells CMs

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, JANUARY T1

THE CENTRE will bear the cost of
vaccinating three crore health-
care and frontline workers in the
first phase of the vaccination
drive against the novel coron-
avirus disease, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi told Chief
Ministers on Monday.

The PM stressed on three
critical aspects of the adminis-
tration of the vaccine: ensuring
that data are uploaded in real
time for effective monitoring of
beneficiaries; curbing rumours
and misinformation about the
vaccine; and ensuring effective
reporting of adverse events, if

any, after vaccination.

“..The most important thing
will be to identify and monitor
the beneficiaries who have to be
vaccinated. For this we will be us-
ing modern technology; using
Aadhaar, we will be able to iden-
tify the beneficiaries. It is my re-
quest that real-time data gener-
ated during the vaccination
should be uploaded on the Co-
WIN platform. The states have to
ensure this. Even a small glitch
candamage this mission,” he said.

“...Another critical thing is
that every state and Union
Territory will have to ensure
there is no vaccine-related ru-
mour or misinformation. The ex-
ercise cannot be based onifs and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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PUNE,NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

WINTER FOR the poultry indus-
try is like summer for ice-cream
makers. The winter months are
when consumption of chicken
and eggs peaks, with those rear-
ing broiler and layer birds also
realising better rates.

But this time it is different,
thanks to the outbreak of avian
influenza, now confirmed in 10
states — Kerala, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Himachal

Pradesh, Haryana, Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Uttara-
khand, and Delhi.

Since last Wednesday, when
reports of deaths of birds from
the disease started coming in,
farmgate prices of broiler
chicken have crashed from
around Rs 82 to Rs 58 per kg in
Maharashtra, Rs 94 to Rs 65 in
Gujarat, and Rs 80 to Rs 70 in
Tamil Nadu.

Over the same period, egg
prices have fallen from Rs 5.10 to
Rs 4.20 per piece in Namakkal
(Tamil Nadu), Rs 5.35 to Rs 4.05
in Barwala (Haryana), and Rs
5.30toRs4.50in Pune.
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Bird flu confirmed in Delhi, the Ghazipur chicken and egg

market was shut on Monday. Abhinav Saha

REPORTS, P 3,9

Poultry
birds
@ mostly safe

EXPLAINED

ALTHOUGH BIRDS have
died in 10 states so far,
the only example of
deaths in organised poul-
try farms has come from
Haryana. Since birds in
poultry farms are gener-
ally isolated, chances of
their catching the virus
from foreign avian
species are low.

New Delhi

An estimated 1.3 crore live
broiler birds and 20 crore eggs
onaverage are sold daily in India,
and these numbers canrise to 1.5
crore and 28-29 crore during
winter. The bird flu scare, how-
ever, has led to consumption
dropping by 30-40 per cent in
the last 4-5 days, according to B
Soundararajan, chairman of the
Rs 8,700 crore-plus-turnover
Suguna Foods Pvt Ltd.

This is almost a repeat of the
collapse that took place after
mid-January last year, when re-
ports of the spread of the novel
coronavirus in China were gath-
ering momentum. The price

Bird flu triggers fresh fears, prices of chicken, eggs crash

crash then was triggered by un-
substantiated rumours about
poultry products, especially
chicken meat, posing the risk of
Covid-19.

This time too, fear is playing a
part. The deaths being attributed
to the avian influenza outbreak
are mainly of crows, pigeons,
ducks, egrets/herons, peacocks,
and other wild or migratory
birds. Deaths of poultry birds
have so far been confirmed only
from Parbhani in Maharashtra
and Barwala in Haryana. In
Parbhani, free-range backyard
hens have died; the deaths in

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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FROM KHIRKI TO "SAMBHAJI NAGAR’, THE MANY NAMES OF AURANGABAD

Known for its Taj Mahal styled 17th-century marble Bibi ka Magbara and ancient Ajanta-Ellora caves, the
present-day Aurangabad was originally built in the early 16th century by Malik Ambar—an African slave turned

warrior.
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CANFBREAD YOUR
WHATSAPP MESSAGES

Users have until Feb 8 to
accept WhatsApp’s new
terms and conditions

WHAT IS PARLER
SOCIAL NETWORK

Apple, Amazon and
Google have suspended
the network

EXPRESS

Should you worry
about Whatsapp’s new

privacy policy?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode of the 3 Things podcast,
we talk about Whatsapp's new privacy
policy and why that has people worried.
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SC suggests stay

will have a chance towork out.”

As the court was about to rise
for the day, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta told the bench, also
comprising Justices A S Bopanna
and VRamasubramanian, that the
court made “harsh observations”
towhich the (Jl said: “Thatwas the
most innocuous factual thing for
ustosay.”

The court’s remarks come af-
ter the latest round of talks be-
tween the protesters and the gov-
ernment on January 8 failed to
make any headway and unions
claimed they had been asked by
the government to go to court, a
move, they said, they were op-
posed to.

“What consultative process
has been followed for farm bills
that entire states are up in rebel-
lion?” asked CJI Bobde. “We are
sorty to say that you, as the Union
of India, are not able to solve the
problem. You have made a law
without enough consultation re-
sultinginastrike. Nowyou have to
resolve the strike”.

The court said it is concerned
about any likely disruption of
peace.“Whois going to be respon-
sible for bloodshed? We need to
uphold Article 21 (protection of life
and liberty) as a Constitutional
court. What if some conflagration
takes place?” asked the CJL.

As the hearing wound to a
close, the bench said it may pass
ordersMonday or Tuesday. When
Attorney General K K Venugopal
urged the court nottobeinahurry

and keep the orders for Tuesday,
the bench shot back: “We have
given you a very long rope. Don’t
lecture us on patience. We will de-
cide whento pass the order.”

The bench was hearing a
clutch of petitions challenging the
validity of the three farm laws.

Venugopal opposed the court’s
suggestion to stay the laws saying
thatwould be “drastic”.He pointed
out thatalaw cannot be stayed by
the courts unless it is beyond the
competence of the legislature or
violated fundamental rights or is
against any constitutional provi-
sion. He pointed out that none of
the petitioners hasargued thisand,
onthe contrary, many support the
laws. The CJI clarified that the
bench was not declaring the laws
unconstitutional.

On the consultative mecha-
nism, the AG said the process had
started during the term of the pre-
vious government. But the court
said: “Please understand it will not
help you that some other govern-
ment started it”.

Venugopal pointed out that
farmers’ unions were insistent that
unless the laws were repealed,
their protests would continue. The
benchresponded saying it was not
gettinginto the question of repeal.

“Our intention is to see if we
canbringaboutanamicable reso-
lution to the problem. That is why
we asked you why don’t you put
thelawonhold..Then we canform
a committee with Indian Council
for Agricultural Research mem-
bers...”,said the JI.

When the CJI wondered

whether the govern-

ment is “part of prob-
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lem or solution,” SG
Mehtareplied that“we
are part of solution”
and added that many
farm unions had said
the laws are progres-
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sive and “we should not give in”.

But the bench said there was
no petition before it which said the
lawwasbeneficial and added that
those who feel the laws are pro-
gressive could say so before the
committee.

The (JIpointed out that before
the New Yearrecess, the courthad
asked the government whether it
could put the laws on hold but
there had been no response.

“People are committing suicide.
People are suffering in the cold.
Who is taking care of water and
food? Old people and women are
in the ground. Why are old people
in the farmer protests?” the CJI
asked and added thatthe courtdid
notwanttocommentontheagita-
tion.

With the AG opposing staying
of thelaws, the (Jlwondered if the
courtcanstay theimplementation
of the law without staying the law.
The AG said this was one and the
same. “Stayingalawand staying the
implementation of a law is differ-
ent. We can always stay an execu-
tiveactionunderalaw”, said the CJL.

Senior Advocate Harish Salve,
who is appearing for a Delhi resi-
dentwho has highlighted difficul-
ties caused to citizens by the
protests, said there must be anas-
surance that farmers will not turn
their back if the laws are put on
hold.

“Weare not havingalast hear-
ing. They will appear before the
committee”, the court said adding
that senior Advocate Dushyant
Dave had said so.

Intervening, Dave said there
are 400 organisations and he
would need to seek instructions
on appearing before the commit-
tee. The CJl wondered why farm-
ers’ associations which appeared
before the government couldn’t
appear before the committee.

Senior Advocate Colin
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Gonsalves, appearing for some of
the farmers’ unions said he, Dave,
Advocate Prashant Bhushan and
Senior Advocate HS Phoolka, were
partofacommittee constituted by
the farmers. “All of us will consult
unions and take a stand on this”.

Venugopal said talks with a
(court-appointed) committee
may not yield a result if farmers’
unions reiterate their repeal-and-
nothing-else demand. “They need
to give suggestions clause by
clauseifit's not in their interest”.

TheSCsaidit trustslawyerslike
Dave, Phoolka, Gonsalves and
Bhushan to convey to the farmers
the purpose of the committee.

The (JI said that the protests
can go on and the court does not
wantanyone tosayit stifled the ag-
itation but once the laws are
stayed, it needs to be seen if the
protestors can be removed from
the presentsite. “Frankly, we have
anapprehension that there willbe
some incident, whetherintended
or unintended, that may breach
the peace.”

The bench said that the “re-
sponsibility is on all of us...As a
court we will not say you cannot
protest.Butwe cansayitis not the
only place to protest”.

The AG referred to reports
about the proposed tractor rally in
Delhiand said about 2,000 tractors
will be driven to Rajpath todisrupt
the Republic Day ceremony.

Dave assured that nothing of
that sort would happen. He told
the court that farmers have said
they have relatives in the Army
and they respect Republic Day.

Welcoming the statement on
the Republic Day march, the CJI
said the police would take care of
suchissues. The right to protest is
intact, he said, adding that protests

should be like Gandhiji’s
Satyagraha.
Senior Advocate P S

Narasimha, appearing for the
Indian Kisan Union, said that many
organizations believe the laws are
beneficial and urged the court to
hear him before any interim order
isgranted.

Dave wondered why the gov-
ernment couldn’t call a joint ses-
sion of Parliament and debate the
matter.

Senior Advocate Vivek Tankha,
representing some farmers unions
fromMadhya Pradesh, welcomed
the court’s suggestion to stay the
laws.

Phoolka said some of those
who were caught from the protest
site had said they were set up by
police.

“Iwanttotakearisk. Iwantyou
to tell them that the Chief Justice
of India wants them (old people)
to go back. Try and persuade
them”, said the CJL.

The(lalsosought suggestions
on names of former judges who
can head the proposed commit-
tee. Dave suggested former CJI
Justice R M Lodha’s name.CJI
Bobde said he had already spoken
to his predecessor Justice P
Sathasivam who had expressed
his inability citing his difficulty in
understanding Hindi.

Farm unions

(our lawyers) that we are unani-
mously not agreeable to go before
any committee that may be ap-
pointed by the SCdue to stubborn
attitude of the government.”

The statement also reiterated

that “all the farmers' organisations
who are spearheading the fight
against the farm laws are unani-
mous in their decision that the
laws must be repealed.”

DrDarshan Pal, coordinator of
the Morcha and president of
Krantikari Kisan Union, Punjab,
said farmers won't participate in
any proceedings before acommit-
tee that may be appointed by the
Supreme Court.“The matteris be-
tween us and the government; we
don’t want to prolong it,” he said.

Joginder Singh Ugrahan, pres-
ident of BKU Ugrahan, the largest
farmer union in Punjab, told The
Indian Express, “Our demand is for
arepeal of the laws; not justa stay
on them. We appreciate the
Supreme Court’s hearing in which
they have snubbed the Centre for
notresolving theissue till now. We
don't, however, accept the idea of
setting up a committee... We
hope the SCwill keep publicinter-
est in mind and direct the Centre
torepeal these laws.”

Ruldu Singh, president of the
PunjabKisan Union, said, “If the SC
canstay the farmlaws, they candi-
rect the Centre to repeal them as
well. We respect the court but we
won't go back if the laws are not
repealed..”

Prem Singh Bhangu, president
of the All India Kisan Federation
(Punjab unit), which is part of the
Sanyukt Kisan Morcha, said, “We
continue to stick to our demand
for a repeal. A stay (on the laws)
was never our demand.”

Jagmohan Singh Patiala, mem-
ber of the All India Kisan
Sangharsh Coordination
Committee (AIKSCC) said, “We
will discuss the hearing with our
lawyers.Butone thingis clear: we
want the laws to be repealed.
What if this stay is lifted even be-
fore we reach Punjab?”

Grounds for stay

convinced that the law is ex-facie
unconstitutional,” the bench of
Justices G S Singhvi and V Gopala
Gowda had said.

Given that Parliament repre-
sents the will of the people, the
starting presumption is thatalaw
passed by Parliament is constitu-
tional unlessacourtreviewsitand
strikes it down. The Parliament's
power to legislate, drawn from
Article 254(1) of the Constitution,
canonlyberestrictedif the law vi-
olates the Constitution.

Even in 2019, the Supreme
Courtrefused to stayamendments
made in 2018 to the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Atrocities Prevention Act saying
that a law made by Parliament
cannot be stayed.

The court also refused to stay
the Citizenship Amendment Act,
2019.

Even strongly contested legis-
lation suchas the National Judicial
Appointments Commission
(NJAC) and Aadhaar were not
stayed by the Supreme Court but
were, instead, stalled by the gov-
ernment for the duration of the
protracted legal battles in court.

While the NJAC Act, which
contemplated asignificantrole for
the executive in judicial appoint-
ments, was struck down as being
violative of basic structure, the SC
upheld the Aadhaar Act.

However, there are instances of
staying the operation of alawindi-
rectly by stayingaruling of the High

Courts.As happenedin September
lastyear when the Supreme Court
referred to a larger bench a batch
of petitions challenging a Bombay
High Court ruling that upheld the
Maharashtralaw granting reserva-
tion to Marathas in jobs and edu-
cational institutions.

The implementation of a law
can be halted on three narrow
grounds. Thefirstgroundis legisla-
tive competence, that is, if the
court finds that Parliament hasno
power to legislate on a subject.

The other two grounds are if
the law violates fundamental
rights or any other provisions of
the Constitution respectively.
Attorney General K K Venugopal
argued Monday that none of the
pleas filed challenging the three
farm laws invokes these grounds.

The government’s opposition
to the possibility of a stay against
the farm laws foreshadows an-
other faultline that could emerge
from the Supreme Court's inter-
vention - formation of a commit-
tee todiscuss the law with protest-
ing farmers. The Supreme Court
has previously set up committees,
delegating some of its powers to
the members to implement or
oversee a law or an order of the
court. For example,in2017,ina
judgment that drew criticism and
was subsequently rolled back, the
SChad directed setting up of fam-
ily welfare committees to assess
complaints of domestic violence
before beinginvestigated by police.

However, a committee to rec-
ommend whether a law must be
stayed or repealed or, as Chief
Justice S A Bobde said, to decide if
the laws are in “public interest,” is
new territory for the judiciary.

Serum

3 crore healthcare and frontline
workers will be the first in line to
receive the shot.

At least 70 lakh healthcare
workers will be administered the
vaccine over the next three
months, NITI Aayog Member-
Health and chair of the National
Expert Group on Vaccine
Administration for Covid-19(NEG-
VAC), DrV K Paul, said.

Dr Cyrus Poonawalla, chair-
man of the Poonawalla Group of
which SIlis part, confirmed thata
deal had been signed with the gov-
ernment. “We are expectingabig-
ger order next week,” he told The
Indian Expresson Monday evening.

Following the January 3 ap-
proval from the Drug Controller
General of India, SII CEO Adar
Poonawalla had announced that
Sl would offer the government a
“special” price of Rs 200 per dose
for the first 100 million doses of
Covishield. Asked whether the
price still remained Rs 200, Dr
Cyrus Poonawalla said, “Yes”.

The government is learnt to
havealsofinalised a contract with
Bharat Biotech forits Covaxin vac-
cine. No confirmation was, how-
ever, available from either Bharat
Biotech chairman and managing
director Dr Krishna Ella, or the
union Health Ministry. There was
alsono confirmation from the gov-
ernmenton the size and nature of
the deal with either SII or Bharat
Biotech.

Dr Cyrus Poonawalla on
Monday said SII had a huge stock
of vaccines, and appealed for a si-
multaneous rollout for the private
sectorand the vulnerable group of

elderly people.
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help groups,” the PM said.
Mostawareness willbere-

New Delhi

quired after the completion of the
firsttwo rounds, when the 3-crore
priority group has been vacci-
nated, he added.

To ensure effective tracking,
digital certificates must be given
to the beneficiaries, he told Chief
Ministers at the meeting that took
place by videolink. “From this cer-
tificate, we will know who has re-
ceived the dose; anditwillactasa
reminder of when the second dose
has to be administered. After the
second dose, a final digital certifi-
catewillbe generated,” Modi said.

Indian comeback

playing for his career,and Ashwin,
who loves a good sporting brawl,
made adraw feel like a win.

Would an Indian team of the
past have battled somany injuries
withsuchatalented and tenacious
back-up group putting up a stir-
ring fight like this? The jury is out
on that one. But there is no ques-
tion about the enormity of this
achievement, particularly in the
chaotic backdrop of the game.

“Welcome to the greatest of
the comebacks,” was how
Australian motormouth skipper
Tim Paine welcomed Pant to the
crease atthe fall of AjinkyaRahane,
who departed in the second over
of the day. It was a deliberate
sledge since Pant had been hit on
the elbow in the first innings. But
the young Indian wicketkeeper
keptquietand walked overto chat
with Pujara. Soon, Pant went ona
rousing attack, launching himself
into off-spinner Nathan Lyon. He
didn’t get carried away though, as
he played the pacers on merit,
drivingand pulling as per the situ-
ation. Against Lyon, he was an
overwhelming force; against the
pacers, he was methodical.

Pujara, meanwhile, negotiated
the situation perfectly. He played
his shots, rotated the strike and de-
fended solidly. Runs came in a
flood but Pant fell and so did
Pujara, leaving India in a corner at
the tea break. With Jadeja’s left
thumb broken and bandaged, the
pursuit of a win evaporated and
the possibility of a draw, too, be-
ganto get clouded.

Ashwin, his wife would later
tweet, was unable to “stand
straight” in the morning, ridden by
a “terrible back” pain. He “could-
n'tbend down” totie his shoelaces.
But the game hung on his back as
he went to join a hamstrung
Vihari. Together, ball by ball, they
rebuilt the innings. The stump mi-
crophone caught Ashwin advising
his partner in Tamil: “Let’s play 10
balls each”. By the end, it turned
into a playful Tamil cry of, “aadu
mama, aadumama! (playon,man;
playon, man!).

Until that phase, the
Australians tried their best -- the
bowlers with the ball, the fielders
with the lip. But finally, it became
clear that they had given upwhen
Paine started to talkabout the next
Test, the finale of the series, in a
venue known to help fast bowlers.
“Can’twait to getyoutothe Gabba
(stadium in Brisbane),” he told
Ashwin. The exchange was loud
enough to be caught up by the
pitch mic. “Can’t wait to getyou to
India, it'll be your last series,”
Ashwin retorted.

GRE from home

the test taker to show the entire
room using a webcam to ensure
nobody else is inside the room. In
case of any suspicion, the proctor
would then sporadically ask the
exam taker to show the room on
the camera. The exam begins after
the proctor is satisfied.
Akeyfeature of the online GRE
test is that the advanced adaptive
design allows the exam taker to
freely move forward and backward
throughasection being attempted.
This is a loophole exploited by
those resorting to unfair practices.
According to people who wit-
nessed cheating first-hand, a per-
sonwould enter the room froman
angle he/ she is not visible to the
online proctor, and take pictures of
all questions in the particular sec-
tion. The person then leaves the
roomtosolve these questions with

the help of collaborators outside.
He would enter the room with a
piece of paper with all answers.

A third-year biomedical engi-
neering student, enrolled ata pre-
mier national institute, said most
of those who take tests on behalf
ofothersare in the third and fourth
year. Often, they are approached
by teachers from other institutes
tohelp candidates for money. A4-
5 student group gets paid in the
range Rs 30,000-Rs 40,000.

Aradhana Mahna, co-founder
and managing director, Manya
Education, said some of their stu-
dents, mostly from Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, ap-
proached teachers for similar help.
Manya Education runs more than
40 competitive exam prep centres
across India and is the biggest op-
eration of The Princeton Review
outside the US.

Responding to queries, an ETS
spokesperson told The Indian
Express: “ETS has been successful
ininvalidating the scores of those
whoattempt these behaviorsand
is therefore confident in score va-
lidity worldwide”.

Bird flu

organised poultry farms have oc-
curredinBarwala, whichisanegg-
producing hub. The 120-odd farms
here house only layer birds.

“The carriers of the fluvirusare
mostly migratory birds from
Siberiaand other cold regions that
come to India during November-
February to escape the extreme
winters there. They live close to
waterbodies here, fromwherelo-
cal birds contract the virus. But
these would be free-living birds,
not the ones raised in organised
poultry farms,” Soundararajan,
whose company is India’s largest
broiler producer, told The Indian
Express.

Dr A S Ranade, dean of
Mumbai Veterinary College, said
chances of birds in organised poul-
try farms getting infected were
very low. This is because they are
keptin nearisolation.

Ex-judge duped
house. In the search, Rs 26 lakh in
cashand chequesaddressed tothe
accused worth Rs 91 crore were
seized,” Patil said.

Incidentally,Ramadas had ob-
tained anticipatory bail inJuneand
December 2020 in another case,
for allegedly cheating a Mumbai
businessman of Rs 10 crore to set-
tle a property dispute.

In her complaint, the retired
judge stated that she was intro-
duced to Ramadas, alias Swamy,
in2017-18 by aretired SPwhowas
known to her since 2000.

According to the complaint,
Ramadas allegedly claimed that
he could predict the future and
told the former judge she was des-
tined for a high position. He al-
legedly claimed to have access to
top leaders in Delhi and showed
her pictures of himself in their
company. “The central leaders are
searching for deserving women
candidates like you for high posi-
tions," Ramadasis alleged to have
told the complainant.

According to the complaint,
Ramadas told her that she would
have to contribute some “party
funds” to facilitate her ascent to a
high position.

Accordingtotheretired judge,
sheusedreturns fromthe sale ofa
housing site she owned and a
mortgage on an apartment to
arrange Rs 3.77 crore for Ramadas.
Whenthealleged conman sought
more money, Rs 4.50 crore was
arranged through loans from as-
sociates, the former judge stated.

After collecting the funds,
Ramadas allegedly stopped com-
munications with the retired
judge and did not provide any po-
sition as promised, she said.

The police probe alsorevealed
that Ramadas had financial deal-
ings of around Rs 1.24 crore with
Radhika Kumaraswamy, the ac-
tress who was closely associated
with former CM and JD(S) leader
HD Kumaraswamy.
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10 SAMPLES TEST POSITIVE

Bird flu confirmed in capital,

Sisodia says no need to panic

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

TEN BIRD samples from Delhi
sent to a Bhopal-based labora-
tory have tested positive for
avian influenza. Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on
Monday asked people not to
panic as there is no cause for con-
cern.

According to officials, of the
ten samples, four were from a
park in Mayur Vihar Phase 3,
three from Sanjay Lake and three
from Dwarka.

Sisodia said that as a precau-
tionary measure, a ban of 10 days
has been imposed on bringing
livestock from outside into the
national capital. Ghazipur poul-
try market has also been shut for
10days. “Thereisabanon selling
packaged chicken or processed
chicken brought from outside
Delhi to prevent infection from
one state to another. But there is
no need to panic about bird flu. It
is a common influenza. The
news of its spread from bird to
human has not been reported so
far,” he said.

Mabharashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
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Officials checking ducks at Sanjay Lake for signs of the disease, Monday. Abhinav Saha

Kerala, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, and Gujarat had earlier
confirmed avianinfluenza as the
cause of recent bird deaths.
“The Delhi government is
making all efforts to check the
spread of bird flu and monitor
the situation. Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal is constantly in

touch with officials,” Sisodia said.

He said Sanjay Lake area was
sanitised after samples of ducks
from there tested positive
for bird flu. Results of 100 more
samples that had been sent to
the lab in Jalandhar recently are
awaited.

Officials of the Animal
Husbandry Unit, Development

Department, have been directed
to carry out an intensive cam-
paign across the state. “Doctors
of all 48 veterinary hospitals of
the Department of Development,
Animal Husbandry unit, are con-
tinuously monitoring bird flu
across the state. Also, 11 rapid re-
sponse teams have been set up
to collect samples,” Sisodia said.

In Gurgaon, vigilance stepped up at
Sultanpur national park, wetlands

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, JANUARY 11

EVEN AS the first confirmed
cases of bird flu were reported
from Delhi on Monday;, officials
from the forest department in
neighbouring Gurgaon said
there has been a surge in the
number of calls received regard-
ing carcasses of birds over the
last one week. Speaking to The
Indian Express, wildlife inspector
Rajesh Chahal said, “Calls are
coming in a scattered manner
from across Gurgaon. In the last
24 hours alone, we received calls
from 4-5 places.”

Officials said the calls were
initially regarding dead crows,
but several calls are now being
received of dead pigeons.

Officials have reported a surge in calls of bird deaths. Archive

Two samples have been sent
for testing, with results expected
by the end of this month. “One
of the samples is of an egret, the
other of a crow. We have been
given a timeline of 15 days for
the results due to the rush at the

Will take a call on
nursery admissions

The govt told the High Court it will consider the demand for
postponing nursery admissions for 2021-22. Archive

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE DELHI government Monday
told the Delhi High Court that it
will take two-three weeks to ar-
rive at a decision regarding nurs-
ery class admissions in the cap-
ital. It said it will also take into
consideration the demand for
postponing admissions to entry-
level classes for the 2021-2022
session in wake of the pandemic.

The submission was made
before the bench of Justice
Prateek Jalan by Delhi’s standing
counsel Ramesh Singh during
the hearing of a petition seeking
directions for postponement of
nursery admissions.

Singhtold the court thatitwas
a premature petition as the gov-
ernmentwas yet to come out with
guidelinesand there canbenoad-
missions until these are issued.

The court disposed of the
plea after recording the state-
ment of the government coun-
sel that the information pro-
vided by the petitioner will be
taken into consideration while

framing the guidelines or taking
the decision.

In the petition, advocate Rajat
Vats sought a direction to the
government not to grant permis-
sion for any physical opening or
online opening of nursery
classes in Delhi. “Certain suitable
preventive directions by way of
writ of mandamus are required
to be issued to protect funda-
mental rights of children in the
age group (3 to 4 years) regard-
ing nursery class admission
which Government of NCT of
Delhi is likely to grant permis-
sion for physical or online
courses just to give financial ben-
efits to school managements
without considering interest of
children,” he said in the petition.

During the hearing, Vats also
told the court that many schools
have already started issuing
nursery admission forms and
sought a stay against such
schools. However, the court said
the schools have not been im-
pleaded as a party in the case
beforeit,and asked the counsel
to make a complaint before the
authorities.

laboratory as samples from
across North India are being
tested by them,” said Chahal.
With cases of avianinfluenza
now being confirmed in several
states, the forest department has
also stepped up vigilance.

Mid-day meals at
home for 3 lakh

New Delhi: The South MCD is set
to home deliver mid-day meals
in the form of ration kits to
nearly 3 lakh students of over
580 schools. Leader of House
Narendra Chawla said the deci-
sion was taken during a meet-
ing of the SDMC standing com-
mittee. ENS

Officials said teams are visiting
the Sultanpur National Park
twice daily — in the morning and
evening — and the wetlands in
Basai and Najafgarh once a day.
Since these places attract water
birds and migratory birds, they
said “maintaining vigilance
there is most important”.

SC panel claims Def Col market traders,
MCD officials ‘conniving’ to flout norms

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

MANY OF its shops fully or par-
tially sealed over the last three
years over “misuse” of space,
there is no resolution in sight for
the upscale Defence Colony mar-
ket, with the Supreme Court
monitoring committee alleging
ina fresh report that the traders
are violating norms in “con-
nivance” with civic officials.
Afederation representing the
local shopping centres (LSCs),
which includes the Defence
Colony market, disputed the
charge levelled by the commit-
tee, saying the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
has already made it clear that
shopping centres falling in com-
mercial zones can operate freely.
The panel, however, says the
areais designated as “shop-cum-

Man held by Cyber
Cell for ‘harassing’
women on Instagram

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

residential’— meaning there can
be shops on the ground floor and
residential units on the upper
floor. It also stresses that upper
floors can be used commercially
only after paying one-time con-
version charges to the MCD.
But the market association
insists that conversion charges
are not applicable to LSCs as per
aresolution passed by the South
MCD. There are 56 commercial
shopping centres in South Delhi
with hundreds of shops.
OnNovember 26 last year, the
Supreme Court had allowed an
application from the Defence
Colony  Market  Welfare
Association forimpleadment, giv-
ing it an opportunity to argue its
position in the cases related to
sealing of commercial establish-
ments in Delhi. Sealing drives at
the Defence Colony market were
carried outon December 22,2017,
and January 16,2018, for “misuse

and unauthorised construction”.

While the association re-
quested that shops be de-sealed,
the SC directed the monitoring
committee and MCD to respond
within two weeks. On December
11, the committee filed a report,
countering the association.

“It is amply clear that mem-
bers of the applicant association
(Defence Colony Market
Association) are violating laws...
with impunity in connivance
with officials of local body, who
had taken no steps all these years
against the misuse as well as
unauthorised construction car-
ried out in contravention of the
Delhi Municipal Act, Urban Body
Bye Laws and the Master Plan of
Delhi-2021 causing huge revenue
loss to the corporation exchequer.

“As such, eachmember of the
association is liable to pay the
penalty and get their property reg-
ularised after removing the devi-

ations... The applicantassociation
is notentitled to any relief as they
areadamant to use theimpugned
premises in violation of laws and
MPD,” the committee said.

SDMC had alsoissued notices
to a few traders recently for not
paying conversion charges.

LSC Federation president
Rajesh Goyal told The Indian
Express that the committee’s ar-
guments go against norms laid
down by the DDA: “The commit-
tee should act against encroach-
ments on public land. In case of
LSCs, DDA has made it clear that
we need not pay any conversion
charges...”

Set up in 2006, the panel
comprises chairman of the erst-
while Environment Pollution
(Prevention & Control) Authority
Bhure Lal, former advisor to the
Election Commissioner K ] Rao,
and Major General (Retd) SP
Jhingon.

THE DELHI Police cyber cell arrested a 24-year-
old man for allegedly harassing women by send-
ing them abusive messages on Instagram.

Police said the accused visited Instagram pro-
files of Sikh women, who married outside their
religion, and allegedly harassed them.

DCP (West) Deepak Purohit said the accused,
Angad Singh, a resident of Ramesh Nagar in
West Delhi, is a BTech graduate and has been
working as a freelance digital marketer.

“The matter came to our notice after com-
plaints were received from several women who
alleged they were receiving abusive messages
from Instagram profiles,” he said.

Purohit said two complainants alleged they
received abusive messages from separate

Instagram profiles.
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The Gurgaon health depart-
ment has also started taking pre-
cautionary measures to ensure it
is prepared for any cases of the in-
fection. “We have trained our peo-
ple in this regard and a rapid re-
sponse team with 11 members,
headed by the Chief Medical
Officer, has been formed. We are
completely prepared, our staffhas
been trained, medicines have
been provided, and all relevant
guidelines have been shared,” said
Civil Surgeon Dr Virender Yadav.

M/s PERFECT BUILDWELL Pvt. Ltd.
Regd. Office : D-64, Defence Colony,

New Delhi-110024, Phone: 011-40641100-88
E-mail: guneet@zaragroup.in

CORRIGENDUM
Please take reference of
the advertisement published
in this newspaper on
23.12.2020. The Address of
Senior Town Planner should be
read as Office of Senior Town
Planner (Planning), Sector -
14, Gurugram, Haryana.

Place : Gurugram

Date : 12.01.2021 Guneet Josh

(Marketing Head)
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Courses

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT OF
PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES (DIVYANGJAN)

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
(Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India)
(An 1SO 9001 : 2015 Institution)
Manovikasnagar, Secunderabad-500 009, Telangana
Tel: 091-40-27751741-745, Fax : 091-40-27750198. Website : niepid.nic.n

WALK-IN-INTERVIEWS FOR ADMISSION

Applications are invited for filling up for vacant seats in the following Courses
through Walk-In- Interviews to be conducted in NIEPID, Secunderabad
premises on 18.01.2021 from 10.00 am onwards

M.Ed Special Education ( ID)

B.Ed Special Education ( ID)

P.G. Diploma in Early Intervention

Applicants can download applications from NIEPID Website:
www.niepid.nic.in (at admission notification 2020-21) duly filled in and
attend with all original certificates for verification during interviews.

&

Director, NIEPID

150 9001 ‘

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT
OF PERSONS WITH
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES (DIVYANGJAN)

-

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
(Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India)
(An I1ISO 9001 : 2015 Institution)

Manovikasnagar, Secunderabad-500 009, Telangana
Tel: 091-40-27751741-745, Fax : 091-40-27750198. Website : niepid.nic.in
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WALK-IN-INTERVIEWS FOR GUEST STAFF POSITIONS

Positions for EIU
1) Special Educator

3) Ear Mould Technician

of guest

Walk-in-Interviews/screening for empanelment of the
following guest staff for the Early Intervention Unit at Composite
Regional Centre, Rajnandgaon will be held on 27.01.2021 at
CRC Rajnandgaon from 9.00 am onwards.

2) Early Interventionist
4) Optometrist

For Complete details about the qualifications, experience,
remuneration, terms & conditions, please visit our website
www.niepid.nic.in or crc rajnandgaon.nic.in.The engagement
staff will be done
requirements from the empanelment list.

as per the merit based on
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CORONAVIRUS

IN THE CAPITAL

Total Vacant
TOTAL CASES HOSPITALBEDS 12,018 . 10,572
6,30,506 | ventiLaToRs 1427 1036
Daily cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests §
Jan10 399 602 12 77,600 %
Jan 11 306 407 13 56,390 g
Total 3,354* 6,16,461 10,691 |94,48,744 £

In Central Vista’s revamp: Underground
‘people mover’ for govt employees, visitors

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT em-
ployees may get to use an under-
ground “people mover” to reach
their offices, which will also con-
nect with existing Metro stations,
in the redeveloped Central Vista.
As for overground transport,
there will be buses, including
electric, for tourists and visitors.
“There will be underground
people mover directly connected
totwo Metro stations on the vista;
Itwill connect all common central
secretariat buildings, conference
centre and National Archive.
Something like this connects dif-
ferent terminals at the big airports
like Chicago airport. Officials and
public visiting central govern-
ment offices will use this under-
ground people mover,” Durga
Shanker Mishra, Secretary,
Ministry of Housing and Urban

—— BRIEFLY —

Man held for
beating up
food vendor

New Delhi: Delhi Police
has arrested a man foral-
legedly robbing and
beating up a fast food
vendor who had asked
him to pay Rs 20 for a
plate of snacks in south-
east Delhi's Jamia Nagar.
Police said the accused,
identified as Firoz Khan
(26), a resident of Hazi
Colony, was previously
involved in eight cases,
including robbery and
theft.

HC seeks
Centrereplyin

property case

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Monday asked the
Directorate of Estates and
the union Ministry of
Labour and Employment
to respond to a suit seek-
ing damages for “illegal
possession” of a property
inthe national capital. The
property was forfeited
under the provisions of
Smugglers and Foreign
Exchange Manipulators
(Forfeiture of Property)
Act,1976,in 1998 and ear-
lier remained leased to
the Directorate of Estates
since 1976.

Pleaseeksto
declare child

marriages void

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Monday issued a
notice to the Delhi govern-
ment  and Delhi
Commissionof Womenin
a petition seeking direc-
tions for declaring all child
marriages void ab initio
(invalid from the begin-
ning)in the national capi-
tal. The petition challenges
the Section 3(1) of the
Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 2016, ac-
cording to which child
marriage can be declared
void by a courton the ask-
ing of a contracting party
tothe marriage. ENS

Affairs, told The Indian Express
Monday on the sidelines of the
ministry’s press conference.

The government has identi-
fied around four locations — in
Gole Market, KGMarg near Africa
Avenue, and near Talkatora
Stadium — in central Delhi for
temporary shifting offices of var-
ious ministries. Offices of min-
istries will be housed in a new
Central Secretariat building.

The government Monday said
speculation about the projected
cost of the redevelopment of the
Central Vistais more than what it
would actually be. “The cost of the
project would be absorbed by re-
spective ministries through their
own budgets. The overall figure
will be much lower than what is
being speculated,” Hardeep Puri,
Minister of Housing and Urban
Affairs, told reporters.

The ministry’s internal
Heritage Conservation
Committee Monday also okayed

MoHUA's Heritage Conservation Committee has okayed the
construction of the new Parliament

construction of the new
Parliament building — a matter
which had, until recently, been
entangled in Supreme Court liti-
gation. “Democratically elected
government has to make a deci-
sion when to have a new
Parliament. This government has
taken that decision. The Estimates

Man hospitalised after
consuming poison at
Singhu protest site

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

A 49-YEAR-OLD farmer at-
tempted suicide at Singhu bor-
der on Monday evening. The
farmer, Labh Singh, allegedly
consumed poison and was
rushed to a hospital in Sonipat.
He is undergoing treatment, of-
ficials at the hospital said.

“A protester was brought
from Singhu border on Monday
evening. He had consumed poi-
son. The victim was given initial
treatment following which he
was admitted to the ICU. We are
monitoring his conditionand he
is presently stable,” said an offi-
cial from FIMS Hospital in
Sonipat.

Singh hails from Ludhiana
and has been protesting at
Singhu for the past few days.

Protesters spotted him con-
suming poison at the main stage
following which he collapsed.

The suicide attempt comes
after four farmer suicides and
one attempt since the protests
began over a month ago.

The four cases of suicide have
been of Sant Baba Ram Singh
(65), a religious leader from
Haryana’s Karnal district who
shot himself near Kundli;
Amarjit Singh Rai (63) from
Punjab’s Fazilka district, who
consumed pesticide at the Tikri
protest site; Kashmir Singh Dass,
a septuagenarian, who hanged
himself at the Ghazipur protest
and Amrinder Singh from
Fatehgarh Sahib who consumed
poison at Singhu border.

Niranjan Singh from Punjab’s
Tarn Taran district attempted
suicide at Singhu by consuming
pest control tablets.

Committee in 1985 said so too.
Secretary of Lok Sabha Speaker
Meira Kumarin2012 wrote to the
Urban Development secretary
then asking for it (new Parliament
building). The demand has to
come from the users of the build-
ing,” Puri said.

The government has also

People
mover

EXPLAINED

PEOPLE mover is the
term used to describe
small transit systems
serving a limited number
of peoplein adefined
area, like theme parks,
airport terminals, etc.

given the contract for redevelop-
mentand widening of the Central
Vistaavenue, like Rajpath, to con-
struction major Shapoorji
Pallonyji, for around Rs 477 crore.
“Work is on in various segments.
The whole project should be
completed by 2025,” he said.

The 2022 Republic Day parade
will happen in the new Rajpath,
said Mishra. Work will start right
after the R-Day this year.

A14-member heritage panel,
headed by the Additional
Secretary of the ministry, okayed
the project paving the way for the
new Parliament’s work to startin
the next few days. “If you see his-
tory, the existing parliament
building was never designed to
house the legislature of an inde-
pendent country,” said Puri.

The National Emblem will
crown the new Parliament build-
ing. It will have six committee
rooms to conduct business.

Asked if a public hearing was
mandatory before granting ap-
proval, Mishra answered, “No”.

The panel has officers from
different organisations and ex-
perts as members.

Mishra said the committee’s
members are the ones who look
into what is provided under uni-
fied building bylaws based on
which they accept or reject a
proposal or suggest modifica-
tions.

Colony being unauthorised no

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

HOLDING THAT residents cannot
be deprived of the right to drink-
ing water merely on the ground
that theirs is an unauthorised
colony, the Delhi High Court
Monday directed the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) to make a scheme for
supply of drinking water to resi-
dents in Defence Services
Enclave in south Delhi and also
requested the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) to convene a
meeting for a decision on regu-
larising the area.

DJB had earlier told the court
that the water pipeline can be
laid in the area subject to clear-
ance from the Urban Develop-
ment Department, and currently,
water is being supplied for drink-
ing purposes through tube wells
as an interim arrangement.

Justice Jayant Nath said in the
verdict that it is settled legal po-

Water is currently being
drawn through tube wells

sition that right to access drink-
ing water is fundamental to life
and there is a duty of the State
under Article 21 to provide clean
drinking water to its citizens.

“The petitioners have been
residing in the said area for the
last 50 years and cannot contin-
uously be deprived of this right
toaccess to drinking and potable
water,” the single-judge bench
said in the ruling.

Requesting the Secretary,

water: HC

MoD to convene a meeting of
functionaries who can take ade-
cision in terms of directions
passed by a division bench in
March 2015, Justice Nath also
said the Secretary of Ministry of
Urban Development and Chief
Secretary, Delhi may form part of
the Committee.

“The said Committee so con-
stituted by the Secretary, MoD is
requested to take an appropriate
decisionas speltout hereinas per
law expeditiously preferably
within four months from today,”
the order reads.

The 53 petitioners before the
court included veterans, deco-
rated officers, war-widows and
Armed Forces personnel and
were allotted plots by MoD in
Khanpur on agriculture land pur-
suance of a scheme formulated
in1961. However, the authorities
in Delhi declared it an unautho-
rised colony as the allotment was
for the purpose of farm houses
and not residential purpose.

Latest attraction at Singhu: A ‘museum’ on
wheels showcasing Sikh culture and history

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

AMAKESHIFT 'museum’ on Sikh
culture and history has come up
at the Singhu border overnight,
with tableaus, placed on two
open-air trucks, brought to Delhi
by an artist from Mohali.

OnMonday morning, several
protesters, including children,
gathered around for a glimpse of
the new attraction. Each truck
has 10 figures, depicting a par-
ticular scene. A small board is at-
tached to the side of the vehicle
explaining each. One of the fig-
ures is of Baba Deep Singh, a Sikh
martyr who waged war against
the Pathans and continued fight-
ing despite a fatal blow to the
neck. Another figure depicts the
life of Bhai Dayala, who was tor-
tured to death during
Aurangzeb's reign.

According to the artist
Parwinder Singh, the idea was to
draw parallels between Sikh his-
tory and the current protest.
"The leaders depicted in the mu-
seum fought tyrannical regimes

Protesters gather around the truck for a glimpse of the museum Monday. Praveen Khanna

to preserve the sanctity of their
religion and their cause. Farmers
today are no less than warriors.
Every day in this protest is like a
battle, the only difference is that
they are peaceful and will not

harm anyone. Since I have set up
the same in Mohali, it made
sense to bring it here since more
and more people will be aware
of the Sikh tradition," he said.
The 'museum’ has been

placed nearly 50 feet from the
main protest stage.

"I have a museum in Mohali.
I'mvery interested inart and Sikh
history and this is something I do
for leisure. I decided that the

Singhuborderis a very important
place to highlight that our reli-
gion has seen so many sacrifices.
In fact, the sacrifices have not
stopped. I hope it can resonate
with people in the same way,"
Singh said. Additions to the 'mu-
seum' are likely to be made.

The 'museum’is the latestad-
dition thatindicates the increase
in scale of the protests. Since the
start of the new year, more lan-
gars have come up along with
several camping tents.

Farmers are self-sufficientin
terms of supplies as well, from
waterproofed roofs to blankets
for the winter. "It has been clear
since day 1 that we are here for
the long haul. We will ensure
that nothing comes in the way of
that. We are getting milk sup-
plies every second day from vil-
lages in Punjab. If we need any-
thing else, we send the word,"
said Gurdeep Singh, a farmer
from Punjab's Bhatinda.

The crowd at the borders has
been rising over the past week,
with more people from Punjab
and Haryana expected to arrive
ahead of Republic Day.

Vaccination to
start on Jan 10 at
6 sites in Gurgaon

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, JANUARY 11

AS VACCINATION for Covid-19
commences on Saturday, the
Gurgaon Health Department
will administer the first round
to healthcare workers in the
district, said Civil Surgeon
Dr Virender Yadav during a
meeting with representatives of
private hospitals, Urban
Primary Health Centres, and
Community Health Centres on
Monday.

“As per the instructions of
the government, first health
workers will be vaccinated on
January 16. For this, a total of six
centres have been set up across
the district,” said Dr Yadav.

Speaking to officials at the
meeting, Dr Yadav shared all
“necessary guidelines” and
warned that “negligence in vac-
cination work will not be toler-
ated”.

The Civil Surgeon also re-
vealed that adry run will be car-
ried out on January 14 “so that
there is no scope for mistake on
the day of vaccination”.

“Experienced manpower is
being deployed for vaccination
to ensure the work goes
smoothly, and arrangements
have also been made to deliver
Information, Education, and

Communication (IEC) material
to all the sites. Apart from this,
signages must be installed
properly at all centres so that
people do not face any kind of
trouble, and everyone involved
in the work must familiarise
themselves with the dos and
don'ts applicable under differ-
ent circumstances,” said Dr
Yadav.

“The work of vaccination is
to be done by all of us together,
so it is necessary that everyone
should take this task seriously
and all preparations are com-
pleted in time,” he said.

Dr Yadav added that the task
of administering vaccinations
will begin at 9 am.

Over the last week, officials
have revealed that the vaccines
will be administered to 2-2.5
lakh people in Gurgaon in the
first phase itself.

This includes health work-
ers, frontline workers such as
police personnel, people above
the age of 50, and those below
the age of 50 with comorbidi-
ties.

Officials have stated that
each person will be adminis-
tered two doses of the vaccine,
around 28 days apart. The vac-
cine, officials have said, will not
be administered to children be-
low 14 years and pregnant
women.

FIR against four
cops for ‘nexus’
with bootleggers

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

AN FIR has been filed against
four police personnel posted
with the Police Control Room
(PCR) unit after an inquiry by
Rohini district police pointed to
their alleged nexus with local
bootleggers.

Investigation was initiated
after the personnel are learnt to
have recovered 50 cartons of il-
legal liquor from a car on
January 2, but allegedly sold 20
cartons to a bootlegger in
Kanjhawala. A police probe has
also revealed they were al-
legedly helping a Haryana-
based liquor supplier transport
illegal alcohol to the outskirts of
Delhi.

When contacted, DCP
(Rohini) Pramod Kumar Mishra
said, "We have registered an FIR
against the policemen. Further
investigation is on."

On the basis of sub-inspec-
tor Pradeep Rathi's complaint,
an FIR under IPC sections 409
(criminal breach of trust by a
publicservant), 177 (false infor-
mation), 201 (criminal conspir-
acy), 212 (harbouring offender),
213 (taking gift to screen an of-
fender from punishment), 217
(public servant disobeying di-
rection of law with intent to save
person from punishment), 218
(public servant framing incor-
rect record)and 34 (act done by
several persons in furtherance
of common intention) was reg-
istered against the policemen at
Kanjhawala police station.

According to a senior officer,
on January 2, a head constable
and constable were on patrol in
a PCR van near Jonti toll road
when they noticed a WagonR

heading towards Ladpur village
in Outer Delhi. "They thought it
looked suspicious and chased
the car, and alerted the in-
charge of another PCR van as
well. The two PCR vans inter-
cepted the car but the driver got
out and fled," said the officer.

They informed local police
personnel, who checked the ve-
hicle and found 30 cartons of il-
legal liquor.

"An FIR was registered under
33/38/58 of the Delhi Excise Act
on the basis of the head consta-
ble's complaint. During investi-
gation, police arrested the
owner of the illegal liquor
Parveen Kumar and his driver
Neeraj Kumar. They disclosed
that they were transporting 50
cartons from Haryana to Delhi
tosell ataninflated rate, and 20
cartons were taken by PCR staff
to sell to bootleggers," a senior
police officer said.

According to police sources,
Neeraj was escorting the liquor-
loaded vehicle in another car
and saw the four personnel in-
tercepting the WagonR. "Before
calling local police, he claimed,
the four policemen called two
bootleggers and loaded 20 car-
tons in their cars. Local police
then scanned call details records
and mobile tower location of the
policemen and the bootleggers -
they were found to be in the
same area," a source said.

Police said senior officers at
the Delhi Police Headquarters
were informed of the matter
and one of the bootleggers,
Kuldeep, was traced. "Police
seized four cartons from
Kuldeep and his Chevrolet. He
had bought 12 cartons from the
PCR staff for Rs 10,000," an offi-
cer said, adding that past cases
the four personnel dealt with
will also be looked into.

Strides in education but report flags students struggling in Class 9

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE DELHI government has man-
aged to make strides in the field
of education by engaging and
motivating stakeholders, but
more needs to be done to ensure
students clear Class IX, and there
may be aneed to assess the prac-
tice of grouping students in sec-
tions based on academic per-
formance, a report on the
government’s education inter-
ventions has found.

The report, ‘School Education
Reforms in Delhi 2015-2020’ by
the Boston Consulting Group, was

released Monday on the first day
of Delhi government’s interna-
tional conference on education.
While recording improve-
ment in certain outcome param-
eters such as board examination
pass percentages and a 10-20%
annual improvement in founda-
tional competencies among stu-
dents in class VI to VIII, it notes:
“Inourview, the biggest challenge
for Delhi is that the class 9 pass
percentage is still as low as 57.8%
(for 2018-2019) and has not im-
proved significantly despite the
learning reformsinclasses6t08.”
Passing class 9 is a stumbling
block in the journey of students
becausetill class 8, they cannot be

held back in a class regardless of
ability or test results due to the
‘no-detention policy’.

The report also found that a
majority of the students who
failed class IX could not benefit
from a meaningful alternate op-
portunity through the “Modified
Patrachar Scheme” through
which students who failed class
IX twice can clear the class X
exam through the CBSE’s
Patrachar (correspondence)
mode and then seek readmission
inregular school. Along with low
enrolment, it found a pass per-
centage of 27-32% among the stu-
dents who were shifted to corre-
spondence mode.

Class IX pass percent was 57.8% in 2018-19. Archive

Despite these gaps, the report
maintains that the ground cov-
ered by the government in the
lastfew yearsisasignificant start
to ‘system strengthening’ or cre-
ating the conditions for sustained
gains in the future. While high-
lighting well-publicised interven-
tions such as infrastructural de-
velopment, teacher training,
foundational learning interven-
tions and the introduction of new
curricular elements such as the
Happiness Curriculum and the
Entrepreneurship Mindset cur-
riculum, it states: “Inour view, the
true impact of Delhi’s reforms has
been vitalising the entire system
and infusing a sense of renewed

New Delhi

aspiration, belief,and deep moti-
vation into every stakeholder —
be it the parent, the student, the
teacher, the HM (head
master/mistress)or the adminis-
trator... The degree to which this
has happened in Delhi is not
something that we have seen in
any other seemingly similar edu-
cation transformation efforts
across the country.” The report
observed that the government
achieved this by aligning all offi-
cials, principals and teachers toa
common vision and action plan;
building a “culture of celebration
andrecognition”; and interaction
with and involvement of parents.

Oneareainwhich the survey-

ors have found a notable lack of
confidence duringits survey with
teachers is in the government’s
intervention of grouping students
into sections based on their learn-
ing levels through the Chunauti
scheme. As muchas 55%of 3,883
surveyed upper-primary teach-
ers said that students in Nishtha
and Neo-Nishtha (sections for
weaker students) feel discrimi-
nated and 36% said that parents
dislike or have strong opinions on
such grouping. Of these 3,883
teachers, 31% had responded that
such grouping should be re-
moved, while 38% had responded
thatit should be followed for just
one or two periods in a day.
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India hands
back PLA
soldier to China

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE INDIAN Army on Monday
handed back to China a soldier
of the Chinese People's
Liberation Army (PLA), three
days after apprehending him at
the southern bank of Pangong
Tso in eastern Ladakh, official
sources said.

The soldier was returned to
China at the Chushul-Moldo
border point in eastern Ladakh
at 10.10 am, they added.

"The PLA soldier, who was
apprehended on January 8, was
handed back to China at
Chushul-Moldo at 10.10 am on
Monday," a source said.

"The PLA soldier had trans-
gressed across the LAC and
was taken into custody by
Indian troops deployed in
this area. Troops from either
side are deployed along the
LAC since friction erupted
last year due to unprecedented
mobilisation and forward
concentration by Chinese
troops," the Army said in a state-
ment on Saturday.

Maritime

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI,
JANUARY 11

The Navy will coordinate the
second edition of the coastal de-
fence exercise on January 12
and 13. It will be undertaken
along the entire coastline and
Exclusive Economic Zone of
India.

The Navy said Sea Vigil 2021,
abiennial exercise that began in
January 2019, “will be under-
taken along the entire 7516 km
coastline and Exclusive
Economic Zone of India and will
involve all the 13 coastal States

CDS, Air Force chief discuss
operational issues in Ladakh

Slight thinning in deployment by both sides began in December, sources said

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

CHIEF OF Defence Staff General
Bipin Rawat and Air Force Chief
Air Chief Marshal RKS
Bhadauria on Monday visited
Ladakh and discussed opera-
tional issues with senior offi-
cers of the Air Force and the
Army, amid the standoff be-
tween India and China in east-
ern Ladakh.

The visits come at a time
when both sides have reduced
a certain number of troops
from the region. Top sources in
the Army said that a slight thin-
ning in deployment by both
sides began in December, but it
was only in the depth areas and
not from the frontlines.

Both sides have around
50,000 troops each in the re-
gion, along with additional air
defence assets, artillery and

Air Chief Marshal RKS
Bhadauria during his visit to
Ladakh on Monday. P11

tanks.

However, sources said
Chinais continuing to build in-
frastructure near several fric-
tion points along the Line of

Actual Control, including
Galwan Valley and Spanggur
Gap. A senior Army officer said
that China is “consolidating”
and is “digging its heels” by
building infrastructure.

Another senior Army officer
said that India too is building
infrastructure on its side of the
LAC, as how the events will pan
out around April, May, when
the summer begins, is not
known yet.

While Air Chief Marshal
Bhadauria visited Advanced
Landing Grounds, including the
strategically important Daulat
Beg Oldie (DBO), in the region
on Monday, General Rawat is
scheduled to visit the forward
areas on Tuesday morning. The
CDS received comprehensive
briefings at the XV Corps
Headquarters in Leh.

In a statement, the Air Force
said that the Air Chief Marshal
“undertook a visit to Air Force

Stations and Advanced Landing
Grounds in Ladakh” on Monday,
and “interacted with field com-
manders and was briefed on the
preparedness and status of de-
ployed forces at air bases as well
as in the forward areas. He also
interacted with IAF and Indian
Army personnel deployed at
these locations”.

During his visit to Thoise,
Air Force said, “he reviewed the
ongoing logistic operations for
support and sustenance of
troops in the winter season”
and visited “DBO and Nyoma
ALGs where he was given a se-
curity overview in the respec-
tive sub-sectors”.

“Prior to his departure,” Air
Force said that Air Chief
Marshal Bhadauria “joined the
CDS for a comprehensive dis-
cussion on operational matters
with senior IAF and Indian
Army Commanders at Air Force
Station Leh”.

security, coastal defence exercise begins

and Union Territories along
with other maritime stakehold-
ers, including the fishing and
coastal communities”.

The Navy said in a statement
on Monday that the “scale and
conceptual expanse of the exer-
cise is unprecedented in terms
of the geographical extent, the
number of stakeholders in-
volved, the number of units par-
ticipating and in terms of the
objectives to be met”.

The exercise, it said, “is a
build up towards the major
Theatre-level exercise TROPEX
(Theatre-level  Readiness
Operational Exercise)” con-
ducted by the Navy every two

years.

“Sea Vigil and TROPEX to-
gether will cover the entire
spectrum of maritime security
challenges, including transition
from peace to conflict,” the
Navy said, and added that “as-
sets of the Indian Navy, Coast
Guard, Customs and other mar-
itime agencies will participate”
in Sea Vigil, and its conduct is
“also being facilitated by the
Ministries of Defence, Home
Affairs, Shipping, Petroleum
and Natural Gas, Fisheries,
Customs, State Governments
and other agencies of Centre/
State”.

The Navy stated that while

“smaller scale exercises are con-
ducted in coastal states regu-
larly, including combined exer-
cises amongst adjoining states,
the conduct of a security exer-
cise at national-level is aimed to
serve a larger purpose” as it
“provides opportunity, at the
apex level, to assess our pre-
paredness in the domain of
maritime security and coastal
defence”.

It said Sea Vigil 21 “will pro-
vide a realistic assessment of
our strengths and weaknesses
and thus will help in further
strengthening maritime and
national security”.

The statement said “the en-

tire coastal security set up was
reorganised after the 26/11
Terror attack at Mumbai which
was launched via the sea route”.

Apart from the Navy, the
Indian Air Force, Coast Guard,
National Security Guard, the
Border Security Force, oil han-
dling agencies and airports will
participate in the exercise.

Captain  Ajay  Yadav,
Command Coastal Security
Officer at the Western Naval
Command headquarters, said
the effectiveness of the fishing
community in serving as the
eyes and ears for early warning
of threats will also be assessed
during the exercise.

BJP national president ] P Nadda is felicitated by Assam CM
Sarbananda Sonowal, state Finance Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma and others during a meeting in Silchar on Monday. P11

Will protect Assam’s
culture, language: Nadda
flags off BJP campaign

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 11

BJP PRESIDENT ] P Nadda on
Monday set the tone for the
party's campaign in poll-bound
Assam  highlighting  the
Sarbananda Sonowal govern-
ment's work and adding that the
party was committed to uphold
the language and culture of the
state’s indigenous people.

Speaking at public rally in
Silchar in the Barak Valley region,
Nadda said: “The BJP will always
protect Assam’s culture, language
and existence...The BJP has al-
ways been empathetic to the
rights of the people of Assam.”
However, he avoided any direct
mention of issues like the
Citizenship (Amendment ) Actand
the National Register of Citizens.

Assam is scheduled to go to
polls in April-May. Earlier in the
day, senior Assam minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma tweeted,
“The Vijay Sankalpa Samabesh at
Silchar today marks the begin-
ning of our campaign for
Assembly Election.”

In his address at the rally,
Nadda said the state, its culture
and leaders had got regognition
at the national level under the

NDA regime. He added that the
Bharat Ratna was conferred to
renowned musician Bhupen
Hazarika and Assam’s first CM
Gopinath Bordoloi during NDA
rule. Stressing that the BJP and
its allies have won every election
in Assam since the Sonowal gov-
ernment came into power in
2016, Nadda criticised the earlier
Congress regimes. He said that
during the rule of the UPA gov-
ernment in Centre, Assam got
only Rs 50,000 crore for devel-
opment work, but under the
NDA government, it has already
got Rs 3,00,000 crore.

“It'sa double-engine govern-
ment,” said Nadda, explaining
how the Central and state gov-
ernments were working in coor-
dination to develop Assam. He
highlighted several points — in-
cluding the smart fencing proj-
ecton the border to stop infiltra-
tion; construction of roads and
bridges; rapid electrification and
construction of toilets; and im-
provement in law and order sit-
uation in the state — to stress on
how the BJP-led government has
worked to bring about progress
to the state.

Nadda said the party will work
towinmore than 100 seats (out of
126)in the coming polls.

Andhra HC
suspends SEC
notification for
panchayat poll

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 11

THE ANDHRA Pradesh High Court
onMonday suspended the notifi-
cationissued by the State Election
Commission to hold Panchayat
elections in the state.

The commission announced
onJanuary 9 thatit will hold pan-
chayat elections in four phases.
The elections were scheduled for
February 5,9,13,and 17.

However, the Andhra Pradesh
governmentobjected, stating that
the Covid-19situationin the state
is not conducive to hold elections.
The government challenged the
commission’s notification in the
High Court.

While observing that the com-
mission had not undertaken an
objective decision in the matter,
the court impugned the notifica-
tion in the interests of public
health. The commission has not
objectively considered the view of
the government and has ap-
proached the subject matterinits
owndomain, the order noted. The
court also noted that the election
programme would hamper the
Covid-19vaccination programme.

Last March, State Election
Commissioner N Ramesh Kumar
postponed elections to local bod-
ies, citing Covid-19 safety proto-
cols. Early this month, when the
State Election Commission was
considering announcing the
schedule of elections to panchay-
ats, Chief Secretary Adityanath
Das met SECKumarand conveyed
that the government anticipates
asecond wave of Covid cases and
itis not the right time to hold the
elections. However, the commis-
sion rejected the government’s
appeal to postpone polls by 2-3
months. The decision to hold the
elections again put SEC Kumar
and the Y S Jaganmohan Reddy-
led government on a confronta-
tional path.
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revisits the teachings of the great monk

On the 158th Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, Dr SC Vats

ADVERTORIAL

Epistle of Handsome Oriental
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s we celebrate 158 birth

anniversary of Swami

Vivekananda, it’s time to
revisit the teachings of the wan-
dering monk in the context of the
current mood of the nation.
Swamiji worked on three premis-
es - social discipline, patriotism
and belongingness.

At the epochal Parliament of the
World’s Religions, which had opened
on 11 September 1893 at the Art
Institute of Chicago as part of the
World’s Columbian Exposition,
Swami Vivekananda gave a brief
speech representing India and
Hinduism. He began his dialogue
with those famous lines, “Sisters and
Brothers of Americal” At these
words, Swamiji received a two-
minute standing ovation from the
crowd of 7000 delegates. When
silence was restored he began his
address, greeting the youngest of the
nations on behalf of “the most
ancient order of monks in the
world, the Vedic order of san-
nyasins, a religion which has taught
the world both tolerance and univer-
sal acceptance”

The short discourse by Swami
Vivekananda voiced the spirit of the
Parliament.

On hearing Swamiji, Parliament
President John Henry Barrows said,
“India, the Mother of religions is rep-
resented by Swami Vivekananda, the
Orange-monk who exercised the
most wonderful influence over his
auditors” Vivekananda attracted
widespread attention in the press,
which called him the “cyclonic
monk from India”

Vivekananda’s speeches at the
Parliament had the common theme
of universality, emphasising religious
tolerance. He soon became known
asa “handsome oriental” and made
a huge impact as an orator.

After the Parliament of
Religions, he toured many parts of
the US delivering lectures on the “life
and religion to thousands”
Vivekananda spent nearly two years
lecturing in the eastern and central
United States, primarily in Chicago,
Detroit, Boston and New York.

He founded the Vedanta Society
of New York in 1894. During one
such session at Brooklyn Ethical
Society; he remarked, “T have a mes-
sage to the West as Buddha had a
message to the East” During anoth-
er such session he said, “I do not
come to convert you to a new
belief. I want you to keep your own
belief; I want to make the Methodist
a better Methodist; the Presbyterian
a better Presbyterian; the Unitarian
a better Unitarian. I want to teach
you to live the truth, to reveal the
light within your own soul”

Many decades later, looking for
that within my own soul, in the lap
of the Himalayas I came face-to-face
with Swami Jitatmananda. It was in
the year 1997 that I met Swami
Jitatmanandaji, an eminent educa-
tionist, management expert, author
of books, Modern Physics & Vedanta
and Indian Ethos in Management, an
active social worker and the editor
of Prabudh Bharat (Awakened
India), a journal started by Swami
Vivekananda.

This was not my first interface
with Swami Vivekananda’s legacy. I
was initiated as a disciple by Swami
Bhuteshananda, then president of
the Rama Krishna Mission order,
way back in 1977. Since then dis-
courses by knowledgeable monks
like Swami Ranganathananda,
Swami Swami Budhananda, Swami
Vandanananda and Swami
Gokulananda at Shyamalatal
Ashram, Almora Ashram and

pLALHISCHIAL OF pusiyess

. e
_ K e e

Mayavati Ashram kept me greatly
engaged with Swamiji’s intellectual
and spiritual inheritance. I drew
immense satisfaction serving at the
RK Mission Ashram in Delhi as part
of the managing committee.

As the destiny ordained under
a silver oak tree at “Advait Ashram”
in Mayawati in Pithoragrah district
of Uttarakhand, vibrating thoughts
flowed from Swami Jitatmananda’s
lips in the balmyaroma of the dense
pine and fir forest and he almost gave
a diktat to me to set up an Institute,
for higher learning in the capital city
of India, in the name of Swami
Vivekananda, to me and several oth-
ers, a prophet and a path finder.

It was a gigantic task that fell
upon my shoulders. But resolved as
I was, I returned to Delhi and in a
couple of months’ time sold my
ancestral house and from the sales
proceed of that house seed capital
was created, which was so very
important for establishing a new
Institute with high ideals.

In order to give shape to
Swamiji’s dreams, I rolled out a road
map. As a first step, I held brain
storming session with eminent
scholars and people from academia
along with some legal luminaries
and retired civil servants. The brain
child of which was a society for Total
Revival of Nation, thus called the
Society for Total Revival and
National Glory and True Heritage
(STRENGTH), which was later reg-
istered in 1998, as a charitable soci-

ety under the Registration of
Societies Act of 1860, with a mission
of making Vivekananda Institute of
Professional Studies (VIPS) an ideal
educational Institution with the
clear objective of “Man Making,
Character Building, Nation Building”
as envisaged by Swami Vivekananda.

Many years after Swami
Vivekananda had passed away,
Noble laureate Rabindranath Tagore
told his French counterpart Romain
Rolland, “If you want to know
India, study Vivekananda. In him
everything is positive and nothing
negative”

Swamiji’s writings impressed
several other western intellectuals.
He communicated with orientalist
Max Miiller, and scientist Nikola
Tesla, who were influenced by his
Vedic teachings. American industri-
alist John D Rockefeller is said to
have made his first large donation
for public welfare and later became
a notable philanthropist after a

meeting with Vivekananda. Swamiji
laconically explained to Rockefeller
that his philanthropy could be a
channel to help the poor and dis-
tressed people.

He inspired India’s first modern
corporate honcho, Jamsetji Tata to
set-up Indian Institute of Science. In
1893, during the journey from
Yokohama to Canada on the ship
Empress, Vivekananda met Jamsetji
Tata who was also going to Chicago.
During the conversation
Vivekananda told Tata about the
necessity of establishing a world class
scientific Institution in India and this
encouraged Tata to establish the
Indian Institute of Science, which
gradually has become India’s best-
known research university.

My endeavour is a small step in
that direction; to take VIPS to the
level of eminence which IIS has
achieved but not in just one field of
research but with an interdiscipli-
nary approach towards education.
That’s what had Swamiji ordained -
- Eastern Wisdom Must Meet
Western Science.

Swami Vivekananda’s writings
inspired a generation of leaders of
freedom struggle including
Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhas Chandra
Bose, Aurobindo Ghose, Bal
Gangadhar Tilak and Bagha Jatin.
Kamala Nehru was an initiated dis-
ciple of the order, so is our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

On 6 February 1921, Mahatma
Gandhi came to Belur Math and

paid homage to Swami Vivekananda.
On this occasion he said: “I have
come here to pay my homage and
respect to the revered memory of
Swami Vivekananda. I have gone
through his works very thoroughly,
and after having gone through them,
the love that I had for my country
became a thousand-fold. I ask you,
young men, not to go away empty-
handed without imbibing something
of the spirit of the place where Swami
Vivekananda lived and died””

With Indian Nationalism still in
its nascent state when Vivekananda
lived and worked, Swamiji’s influ-
ence in West gave it the great con-
fidence. Nation’s second President
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, a wide-
ly acclaimed philosopher, has said
that Vivekananda was born in a
“critical period” when the nation and
her people were collapsing in
“despair, frustration and hopeless-
ness” and in such circumstances
Vivekananda’s teachings gave them
new hope and taught them to rely
on spiritual resources.

According to social reformer
Charles Freer Andrews, “The
Swami’s intrepid patriotism gave a
new colour to the national move-
ment throughout India” Nationalism
is a prominent theme in
Vivekananda’s thought. He believed
that a country’s future depends on
its people, and his teachings focused
on human development. He want-
ed “to set in motion a machinery
which will bring noblest ideas to the
doorstep of even the poorest and the
meanest.”

These thought later got inter-
preted variously in the ideas and
philosophies of later Indian social
and political leaders. Be it Mahatma
Gandh’s Sarvodaya or Pandit Deen
Dayal Upadhyay’s Antodaya,
Swamiji remained the source of

New Delhi

these great social philosophical trea-
tises. Gandhian reformer and
Bhoodan Movement’s driving force
Acharya Vinoba Bhave praised
Vivekananda’s contribution in mak-
ing the Indians conscious of their
strength and said that Swamiji
showed them their shortcomings
and defects and also taught them to
overcome these.

Inspired by these ideals, we at
the VIPS have adopted Swamijis
ideas and ideals in the field of edu-
cation. Vivekananda believed edu-
cation is the manifestation of perfec-
tion already in human beings. He
thought it a pity that the existing sys-
tem of education did not enable a
person to stand on her/his own feet,
nor did it teach her/him self-confi-
dence and self-respect.

To Vivekananda, education was
not only collection of information,
but something more meaningful; he
felt education should be man-mak-
ing, life giving and character-build-
ing. To him education was an assim-
ilation of noble ideas.

Swami Vivekananda prescribed
‘positive’ education. He said, if
young boys and girls are encouraged
and are not unnecessarily criti-
cized, they were bound to improve.

He also told the youth: “Set
yourselves to the task of spreading
education among the masses. Tell
them and make them understand,
you are our brothers-a part and par-
cel of our bodies, and we love you
and never hate you.” These are the
ideas we try to inculcate at
Vivekananda Institute of
Professional Studies through inno-
vative teaching-learning process
and imbibing ideals of social respon-
sibility.

To us at Vivekananda Institute
of Professional Studies (VIPS), work
is like journey towards discovering
our inner self; man-making, life giv-
ing and character-building the des-
tination.

(The writer is Founder &
Chairman, Vivekananda Institute
of Professional Studies [VIPS],
Guru Govind Singh Indraprastha
University, New Delhi)
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WARM WELCOME

WHEN PARTICIPANTS of the National Youth Parliament ar-
rived in Parliament House, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
wanted to make it a memorable event for them. Birla had in-
structed that the 84 participants — winners from the state and
UTs — be taken to both chambers and given detailed briefing
on the history and heritage of the building, Birla also offered
his moral support to a participant from Arunachal Pradesh,
who was allegedly harassed during her journey to the national
capital. The incident took place on Saturday at the inter-state
bus terminus in Guwahati. The Speaker said he would do
everything to ensure strict action taken against the culprits.

MISSING M ATERIAL

THE RASHTRIYA Kamdhenu Aayog has pulled down the con-
troversial cow exam “reference material” from its website.
The Aayog had uploaded a 54-page reference material for as-
pirants who want to appear in the Kamdhenu Gau-Vigyan
Prachar-Prasar Examination on February 25. However, soon af-
ter the announcement last week, the “reference material”
went viral. While no official announcement has been made,
the material is not available on the website now.

MARK OF PROTEST

AT A meeting of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Agriculture on Monday, Opposition members demanded that
the new farm legislation and the protests they had triggered
be discussed. Agenda of the meeting was examination of the
status of veterinary services and availability of animal vac-
cines in the country. After Chairman and BJP MP Gaddigoudar
Parvatagouda Chandanagouda refused, Congress’s Rajya
Sabha members Partap Singh Bajwa and Chhaya Verma, and
Rajya Sabha MP and former Akali leader Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa walked out of the meeting in protest.

PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS ACT

2017 rules not contrary
to Act... not confiscation

but seizure:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE CENTRE has told the
Supreme Court that provisions
in the Rules framed by it in 2017
under the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals Act, 1960 regarding
removal of an animal from the
custody of an accused are not
contrary to provisions of the Act.

In an affidavit filed in the top
court, thegovernmentsaid the Rules
only permit “seizure” whichis tem-
porary in nature and merely taking
possessionof propertyand not “con
fiscation” which amounts to trans-
ferofownershipinthe propertyand
issupposedtobe carried outonlyaf-
ter final adjudication of the rights of
the partiesinagiven case.

The affidavit comes in re-
sponse toaquery by the top court
which said a provisionin the 2017
rules notified by the Centre allow-
ing forfeiting of animals of traders
and transporters during pen-
dency of trial in cases under The
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
1960 was contrary to the provi-
sion in the Act which allows this
only in case of conviction.

The court posed the question
onJanuary 4 while hearing a plea
by the Buffalo Traders Welfare

Govt to SC

Association, challenging the
Constitutional validity of the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(Care and Maintenance of Case
Property Animals) Rules, 2017
and Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (Regulation of Livestock
Markets) Rules, 2017.

The government affidavit said
thatduring pendency of acase, the
local magistrate by its discretion
on interim custody sometimes
hand over the animal to some lo-
cal Pinjarapoles or Gaushala or
Animal Shelter Houses, when the
accused owners are not fit to get
interim custody of the cattle as per
law laid down by the court.

The expenditure incurred by
such shelter houses in caring for
the rescued cattle during pen-
dency of the litigation has to be
borne by the accused owner and
the transporter as provided in
the Act, the affidavit said.

The Centre said arguments
regarding right to livelihood of
the traders are also not sustain-
able as there is no fundamental
right to do a business illegally,
and that the traders are required
to do business as per The
Transport of Animal Rules, 1978,
which state that a maximum of
six animals can be transported
in one vehicle.

AAP MLA Bharti arrested
in UP, ink thrown on him

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 11

AAPMLA and former Delhi min-
ister Somnath Bharti was on
Monday arrested in Rae Bareli,
produced before a local court in
Amethi’s Sultanpur and sent to
judicial custody for 14 days.

Minutes before his arrest, a
member of a Hindutva outfit
worker threw ink on Bharti's face
outside a Rae Bareli guest house
where he had been staying for
the last two days. The MLA was
inRae Bareli to meet party work-
ers and locals.

Police said two cases were
filed against Bharti for allegedly
promoting enmity after his al-
leged derogatory remarks

Somnath Bharti in Rae
Bareli on Monday. P11

against UP CM Yogi Adityanath
and the state's hospitals and
schools.

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
said Bharti had gone to check the
condition of government schools
and alleged that Adityanath was
“scared” to let others see schools.

Protesters at the Delhi-Ghazipur border on Monday. Prem Nath Pandey

AFFIDAVIT INSC CONTESTING FARM PROTESTERS’ CLAIMS

Centre details ‘two decades’ of
talks, says no option but reform

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

SEEKING TO dispel what it called
“the erroneous notion... peddled”
by protesters that the government
and Parliament did not hold any
consultations before passing the
farm laws, the Centre Monday
filed an affidavit in the Supreme
Court detailing the “two decades
of deliberations” behind them. It
also argued that some states had
been tardy in implementing the
reforms in their “true spirit”.

The affidavit filed by the
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers’ Welfare, also under-
lined the “serious, sincere and
constructive efforts” made by the
government to engage with “the
limited number” of farmers prote-
sting the laws. It said the fact that
the agitation was limited to only
one place showed that amajority
of the farmers find the legislation
“progressive and in their interest”.
“The agitation by/in the name of
some of the farmers may, there-
fore, not be treated as reflection on
the validity of the law or its effi-
cacy and usefulness for the farm-
ers’ community.”

The affidavit argued that chan-
ges were needed in state market-
ing laws as these hindered agri-
cultural trade as well as provision
of legal support to farmers to re-
alise remunerative prices. It said
the need for reforms “was feltand
conceived inthe late Nineties after
kick-start of economic liberalisa-

tion”, and that an Expert
Committee set up to review the
agricultural marketing system
had in a June 2001 report sug-
gested various legislative reforms.

Following this, the Centre poi-
nted out, an inter-ministerial task
force report of June 2002 had also
recommended “several legislative
reforms in the State APMC Acts
and the Essential Commodities Act
to remove restrictive provisions
impeding development of an effi-
cient and competitive marketing
system, for promotion of direct
marketing, for encouraging con-
tract farming and for rationalisa-
tion of market fee/tax structure”.

It was after acceptance of this
report that the Agriculture
Ministry formulated the Model
APMCAct, 2003, and Rules, 2007,
in consultation with states, the
Centre said. When it was noticed
that their adoption by states and
Union territories “was of varied
degree and slow”, in 2010, an
Empowered Committee of 10
state ministers was formed to
“persuade” the states to imple-
ment the Act and rules, as well as
to suggest further reforms.

This committee submitted its
report in 2013, seeking steps for
removing barriers in the way of
markets. The affidavit said the
committee “specifically consulted
farmers from various states”, and
hence the petitioners’ claim of not
being consulted “has no basis in
fact whatsoever”.

In2017, the Centre said, the go-
vernment formulated “a progres-

sive, more liberal” State Agricult-
ure Produce and Livestock Mark-
eting (Facilitation & Develo-
pment) Act to “provide for
geographically restriction-free”
trade of agricultural produce; to
give “freedom” to farmers to sell;
to “enhance transparency” in pay-
ments; to promote multiple chan-
nels for competitive marketing,
agri-processing and agricultural
export; and to encourage invest-
ments. On May 21, 2020, the affi-
davitsaid, the Department of Agr-
iculture, Cooperationand Farmers’
Welfare held a meeting, attended
by 13 states/UTs, for feedback on
this new legal framework.

Thus, the Centre said, it has
been “actively and intensively en-
gaging with the states for about
two decades to achieve the... ob-
jectives of reforms to provide ac-
cessible and barrier-free market
system” and that “states either
showed reluctance to adopt the
reforms in true spirit or made par-
tial or cosmetic reforms”.

About talks with the protest-
ing farmers, the Centre said it
had done all it could to address
“specific grievances of some
farmers”, listing the “construc-
tive dialogue” held on different
dates, and the implementation
of the Swaminathan report
through hiked MSP. Given that
the Acts had received “wide ac-
ceptance”, it said, the demand
for repeal is “neither justifiable
nor acceptable”.
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Haryana BKU chief: Reach Delhi
borders for tractor parade by Jan 24

SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 11

HARYANA FARMERS are plan-
ning to reach Delhi borders by
January 24 to join the “tractor pa-
rade” in the national capital on
the occasion of Republic Day on
January 26.

Inavideo message to farmers,
Haryana BKU president Gurnam
Singh Chaduni said, “As per our
strategy, all farmer brothers with
their tractors should reach Delhi
borders by January 24. We will
enter Delhi on January 26, even if
the police use lathis or bullets. We
will break all their (police) barri-
cades to enter Delhi.”

Meanwhile, Haryana Police

Chaduni has
been
booked for
‘disturbance’
atKhattar
event

have booked BKU president
Chaduni and 70 others for “cre-
ating disturbance at the kisan
panchayat” of Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar at Kaimla
village of Karnal district Sunday.

Police said the accused have
been booked for “entering into
the event venue with sticks,
damaging the government prop-
erty, conspiracy, assault on the
government employees and in-

stigating the people”.

“Our next programme will
take place on January 26 but if
Khattar sahab plans a rally even
before it, we will oppose that
event too,” said Chaduni.

The announcement to reach
Delhi borders is significant as
farmers had previously suc-
ceeded toreach the capital’s out-
skirts by breaking all barricades
installed on highways in
Haryana.

Farmers are also not letting
public meetings of BJP-JJP minis-
ters and MLAs take place in
Haryana villages. On Sunday,
farmers had broken the stage of
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar's “kisan panchayat” in
Kaimla village of Karnal district.

Govt cites law
and order to
move SC against
R-Day march

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE CENTRE on Monday moved
the Supreme Court seeking an
injunction against the “pro-
posed” tractor march by those
protesting against the new farm
laws, saying it was an effort to
“disrupt the august gathering
and celebrations of the nation on
Republic Day”.

“It has come to the knowl-
edge of the security agencies
through various sources that the
small group of protesting individ-
uals/ organisations have planned
to carry out a tractor/trolley/ve-
hicle march on Republic Day”
and that the “proposed march is
slated to disturb and disrupt the
august celebrations of nation on
Republic Day and would be
bound to create a massive law
and order situation”, the Centre's
application said, seeking direc-
tions from the court.

Stipulating that the right to
protest is subject to the counter-
vailing public interest and law
and order, the government
added that “the right to protest
can never include maligning the
nation globally”.

' Khattar, Dushyant to
" meet Shah today, JJP
calls MLAs to Delhi

Several MLAs on verge of quitting: Hooda

SUKHBIR SIWACH &
VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 11

AFTERPROTESTING farmers ran-
sacked the venue of Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar’s “kisan mahapan-
chayat” at a Karnal village, top
leaders of BJP-]JP alliance, includ-
ing Khattar and Deputy Chief
Minister Dushyant Chautala, are
set to meet Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to discuss the politi-
cal scenario in the state.

The meeting is scheduled to
take place in New Delhi Tuesday.
But before that, Dushyant will
hold a meeting with JJP MLAs at
his farmhouse in Delhi. All JJP
legislators have been asked to
come to the capital on Tuesday.

The exercise is seen as an at-
temptto keep the flockof MLAsin
thealliance together amid increas-
ing pressure over them with the
farmers’ agitation dominating the
political landscape in Haryana for
the past one-and-a-half month.

The meeting comes amid a
statement by former Haryana CM
Bhupinder Hooda Monday that
several MLAs of the ruling com-
bine are on the verge of quitting.

In the 90-member Assembly,
the BJPhas40seats and theJJP has
10 legislators; five out of seven
Independent MLAs are support-
ing the government. The farmer
agitation has made it difficult for
the alliance ministers and MLAs
tohold public meetings in villages,
with farmers showing black flags,
chasing their vehicles, damaging
helipads and staging protests to
prevent such meetings. The inci-

CM Khattar, deputy Chautala

dent at the Karnal village Sunday
has the government worried as it
took place despite all efforts by the
state machinery to prevent any
disruption.

Sources said the BJP-]JP lead-
ers will brief the Union Home
Minister about the recent devel-
opments. Apart from Khattarand
Dushyant, state BJP president Om
Prakash Dhankar, state Education
Minister Kanwar Pal Gujjar and [JP
state president Nishan Singh will
be part of the delegation, a senior
BJP leader confirmed.

Earlier in the day, Khattar in-
teracted with the five Indepen-
dent MLAs backing the alliance
government at the residence of
state Power Minister Ranjit Chau-
tala, also an Independent MLA.

Meanwhile, INLD leader Abh-
ay Chautala wrote a letter to the
Assembly Speaker Monday, ask-
inghimto treatitas his resignation
from Vidhan Sabha if the govern-
mentdoesn’'twithdraw the “three
black farm laws” by January 26.
Abhay is the lone MLA of INLD in
the Assembly.

His “resignation letter”, it is
learnt, has built more pressure on
Dushyant, who has been project-
inghimself asleader of farmers but
isfacing their ire for supporting the
BJP-led government.

Mamata: India staring
at food crisis due to BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 11

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Monday
claimed that India was staring at
afood crisis because of the BJP’s
“adamant” approach towards
three new farm laws that thou-
sands of farmers camped on the
Delhi border are protesting.
Banerjee demanded the imme-
diate repeal of the laws.

“The country is staring at a
food crisis. If the BJP continues to
remain adamant on the farm
laws, there will be a food short-
age in our country. The farmers
are assets of our country and we
should not do anything that goes

Mamata Banerjee at arally
in Nadia district. Express

against their interest,” the
Trinamool Congress chairperson
said at a rally in Ranaghat in
Nadia district.

Banerjee termed the BJP a
“junk party” that is “filling up its
rankand file with corrupt and rot-
ten leaders from other parties”.

Sonia dials Opposition leaders,
Sharad Pawar meets Left leaders

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

ASTHE Supreme Court criticised
the Centre over the farmers’
protests, the Congress on
Monday said the issue was nei-
ther “legal” nor “legalistic” and
asked the government to repeal
the three farm laws paying heed
to the court’s observations.
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, meanwhile, began talk-
ing to Opposition leaders and is
planning to convene a meeting
to formulate a joint Opposition
strategy on the protests. Her ini-
tiative came on a day NCP chief
Sharad Pawar met Left leaders
Sitaram Yechury and D Raja. The

Sitaram Yechury after meeting Sharad Pawar in Delhi. Anil Sharma

Left leaders said they discussed
the issue of farmer protests.

While the Congress is en-
thused at the strong observa-
tions made by the court, party
leaders said farmer unions view
the petitions in the apex court
with suspicion.

“We respect the Supreme
Court and its concern... but ulti-
mately repeal of the laws and the
discretion torepeal the laws.. lies
at the doorsteps of the govern-
ment and not the Supreme
Court,” Congress chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala said.

Don'’t put pressure... my statement clear: Rajinikanth after protest

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY 11

ADAY after a protest in Chennai
to demand his political entry,
Rajinikanth on Monday clarified
that he has no plans to revisit his
decision to abstain from the po-
litical arena and asked his fans
not to pressure him further.

“Do not put pressure on me
to change my decision to noten-
ter politics by holding rallies. My
statement was clear about why I
am not entering electoral poli-
tics,” he said.

Amid reports that the protest
was orchestrated by a section of
people on behalf of the BJP,
Rajinikanth’s statement ex-

pressed displeasure that mem-
bers of his fans club had joined
hands with people who were ac-
tually expelled from Rajini
Makkal Mandram (RMM) -- a
Rajinikanth fans association. “It
was against the decision of
RMM,” Rajinikanth said.

Rajinikanth’s decision to opt
out of politics last month was
seen as a setback to BJP as the na-
tional party hoped to build on
another power centre in Tamil
Nadu parallel to the established
Dravidian parties.

Sources close to Rajinikanth
said the actor thinks the protest
was the handiwork of elements
who wanted to benefit from his
political entry.

“There were a couple of rea-

The actor’s remarks come
after a protest in Chennai
against his decision to
abstain from political arena

sons that made him take the fi-
nal decision to opt out of politics.
The main reason was BJP pres-
sure and their consistent inter-
ference in his party affairs.

EXPLAINE

How his decision
affects BJP

RAJINIKANTH’S DECISION to abstain from electoral politics
did not only derail the BJP’'s immediate plans but also de-
creased the party’s bargaining power and leverage against
senior alliance partner AIADMK. From its earlier strategy to
endorse Rajinikanth’s outfit, and ostensible bickering over
the CM candidate, the party is now clear in its recognition of
the AIADMK being the bigger partner. On Monday, C T Ravi,
senior BJP leader in charge of Tamil Nadu, said that AIADMK
being the single largest party in their alliance would be the
one to naturally pick the CM candidate too.

Pressure from both his daugh-
ters for health risks also played a
role... If BJP hadn’t shown this

New Delhi

much interest and often
sounded asif they will make use
of him, he would have still

launched the party in his own
way. All along, he was being sub-
missive. He didn’t want to invite
unnecessary trouble too by tak-
ing an aggressive stand against
them,” a source close to
Rajinikanth said.

S Shankar, a journalist-
turned-Rajinikanth fan club
leader who also runs a website
for the actor, said many who at-
tended Sunday’s protest were
genuine fans. “People who gen-
uinely wished for his political
entry were there but those who
organised the event were differ-
ent. They were like ghosts. He
(Rajinikanth) knew this fact, that
iswhy he issued a statement to-
day to avoid such protests,”
Shankar said.
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The accident took place while the car was travelling towards
Gokarna via Ankola and Yellapura. P11

Woman gangraped in MP, 4 held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, JANUARY 11

A 48-year-old woman was gan-
graped by four men and brutali-
sed with a rod in Madhya Prad-
esh’s Sidhi district, police said.
Four men have been arrested.

Theincidentoccurred around
10 pm on Saturday, when the
woman, a widow, was asleep in
her tea joint, which she runs
along a highway.

In her statement recorded by
the police before the magistrate,
the woman was asleep in her hut
when the four accused knocked

and asked for water. After she re-
fused, the four reportedly barged
in.

Superintendent of Police for
Sidhi district Pankaj Kumawat
said, “The woman in her state-
ment also said that the accused
inserted a rod inside her, which
was confirmed by the doctor at
the hospital where she is being
treated.”

After the incident, the four ac-
cused absconded while the wo-
man was rushed to a primary
healthcare centre, from where
she was referred to the district
hospital. But as her condition
continued to remain critical, she

was further transferred to a med-
ical college hospital where she
underwent surgery on Monday.

According to Inspector
General of Police Umesh Jogi,
who visited the woman at the
hospital on Monday, her condi-
tion was stable.

“All four accused were ar-
rested on Saturday night and are
in our custody. Their ages vary
from 55 to 22. They will be pro-
duced in court tomorrow and
further investigation will be car-
ried out," said Jogi.

The woman was given Rs 1
lakh as financial assistance by
the district administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This is notified for the information of rail passengers that the timings of following
Special Trains will be revised as under :-

. . Existing Revised Date (from
Train No. & Name Station | riings | Time | originating station)
02431 Thiruvananthapuram Central - Hazrat . . . . from
Nizamuddin Rajdhani Special Express Panvel |18:20/18:25|18:00/18:05| 43 09 2021
02413 Madgaon - Hazrat Nizamuddin . . . . with immediate
Rajdhani Special Express Panvel (18:21/18:26(18:00/18:05 effect

Note : - The time-table of the other stations of the above special trains will hold good.
All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19 Including
Social distancing, sanitization etc, may he followed in the trains and at the
Railway stations. All other precautions associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

For any kind information such as detailed Time-Table and stations enroute etc.,
passengers are requested to contact Railway Enquiry No. 139 or may visit Indian

Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.
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his wife, aide dead

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 11

VIJAYA NAIK, the wife of Union
Minister of State for Defence
Shripad Naik, and a close aide of
the minister died after suffering
serious injuries in a car accident
near Hosakambi village in Ankola
taluk of Karnataka's Uttara
Kannada district on Monday.

The minister, who was travel-
ling in the car; has suffered multi-
ple injuries and has been shifted
to a hospital in Goa.

The minister’s aide who died
was identified as Deepak Dube.

The accident took place while
the Toyota Innova Crysta car was
travelling towards Gokarna via
Ankola and Yellapura. The car hit
atree, toppled and fell into aditch,
the police said.

“The accident occurred be-
tween 7.45 pm and 8 pm. Two
people suffered serious injuries —
the wife of the minister and an

ple injuries,” Additional SP for
Karwar region S Badarinath said.
He added that the minister was
moved to Bambolim Hospital in
Goa ondirections of the Goa gov-
ernment. Three others who were
in the car — a personal guard of
the minister, the driver and a
friend of the minister — suffered
minor injuries, police said. One of
them, whois alocal resident, was
treated ata hospital in Ankolaand
the other two in Goa, police said.

Goa is about 110 km from
Ankola where the accident oc-
curred. Karwar is the district head-
quarters for the Uttara Kannada
district in Karnataka.

Karnataka Chief Minister BS
Yediyurappa expressed condo-
lences over the death of Naik’s
wife. “The death of Vijaya Naik is
very unfortunate. May her soul
rest in peace and God give stre-
ngth to her family to overcome
their grief,” he said. The Chief Mi-
nister wished quick recovery for
the Union minister, who also hol-

raised to 21, says Chouhan

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, JANUARY 11

MADHYA PRADESH Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Monday said the minimum
age of marriage for women
should be raised from the cur-
rent 18 years to 21 years.

Chouhan’s statement comes
months after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, while address-
ing the nation on the 74th
Independence Day, had stated
that the central government has
constituted acommittee formed
by the Union Ministry of Women
and Child Development to look
into the minimum marriageable
age for women.

Inaugurating a fortnight-long
awareness programme for crime
against women called ‘Samman’,
Chouhan said, “I feel that the
marriage age of daughters should
be increased from 18 to 21 years.
[ want to make this a matter of
debate, and the country and the
state should reflect on this.”

Shivraj
Singh
Chouhan

put in place, under which any
woman moving out of her house
for her work will register herself
atthe local police station, and she
will be tracked for her safety. A
helpline number will be pro-
vided to such women, enabling
them to call for help in case of dis-
tress. The installation of panic
buttons in public transportation
will be made compulsory.

The CM said that in the past
nine months, incidents of rape
have gone down by 19 per cent
inthe state, while kidnapping has
reduced by 23 per cent, female
foeticide by 20 per cent and sex-
ual harassment by 14 per cent.
Around 7,000 missing women
were found by police, he said.

He also felicitated four citi-
zens who fought to prevent

Mumbai: Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
while launching India's biggest
tunnel boring machine (TBM) to
be used in the ambitious coastal
road project, said on Monday
that his government will win the
“battle of Mumbai's develop-
ment” like it had successfully
tackled the Covid-pandemic 19.
Thackeray's  statement
comes in the backdrop of BJP
calling Shiv Sena an “anti-devel-
opment party” over the shifting
of the Metro car shed from Aarey
to Kanjurmarg, leading to delay

in completion of the project.
ENS

aide. The minister also had multi-

ds charge of the AYUSH ministry.

He said a new system willbe  crimes against women.
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Institute for Technology and Management

REQUIRED

Established in 1991, ITM Group of Institutions is India’s fastest growing,
private not-for-profit education organization. The Group is executing an
ambitious expansion strategy, developing new campuses and programs
across India.
We invite applications from passionate and competent educators from
academia or industry to join for following positions at our PGDM
campuses in Navi Mumbai, Chennai and Warangal.
Director
Qualification as per AICTE norms, PHD in Management / related areas
from reputed Universities with a minimum 15 year's experience of
which, atleast 5 years should be of Professor and experience of
administration will be preferred. This position carries attractive
performance linked pay in addition to the compensation as per industry
standards.
Professors / Associate Professors /
Assistant Professors
In the area of Finance, Marketing, Human Resources, Operations,
Quantitative Techniques, Retail, International Business, Financial
Markets, Information Technology, Fintech and Business Analytics.
Eligibility criteria: Qualification & Experience as per AICTE norms.

Adjunct Faculty / Visiting Faculty
In the area of Finance, Marketing, Human Resources, Operations,
Quantitative Techniques, Retail, International Business, Financial
Markets Information Technology, Fintech and Business Analytics.

Research Associate
Fresh MBA graduates or those pursuing PhD, who are willing to take up
academic career can also apply.

Senior Professional - Placements
Candidate with post graduate qualification and relevant experience of 8
to 12 years.

Academic Co-ordinator

Responsible for day-to-day academic operations, including classroom
and faculty scheduling, student services, examination etc.
Qualification: Graduate with min. 5 years’ experience in academic
administration. Excellent English and computing skills required.

Registrar
Responsibilities: Academic Administration, Faculty Management, Student
Registration, Academic Records Management, Examination and Evaluation.
Qualification: Master's Degree in Education administration or
equivalent. PHD will be an added advantage.
Experience: Minimum 7-10 yrs’ relevant experience with atleast 3-5 yrs
in academic administration. Excellent English and computing skills
required.

Interested candidates should call: +91 8433620449
or email their resume to careers@itm.edu.
Please mention Job position in the subject line.

ITM Navi Mumbai Campus:
Plot no.25-26, Institutional Area, Sector-04,
Kharghar, Navi Mumbai - 410 210.

ITM Business School, Warangal Campus:
H.NO: 23-6-79, Hunter Road, Warangal, Telangana - 506 001.
ITM Chennai Campus:
11/D14 Sipcot IT Park, 4th Main Rd, Rajiv Gandhi Salai (OMR),
Siruseri, Pudupakkam, PO, Chennai-603 103.

[ e |
Advt. Mo, 0352021

Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the post of
Director {Technical)
in
Western Coalfields Ltd
Last date of receipt of applications in
FE=B is by 15.00 hours
on 16" March, 2021.
For details login to website
http:ffwww.pesb.gov.in

Advt. No.-02/2021
Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the post of

Director (Technical)
in
Central Mine Planning & Design
Institute Ltd.
Last date of receipt of applications in
PESB is by 15.00 hours on
16™ March, 2021
For details login to website
http://www.pesb.gov.in
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s3] CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS

No. GMA/GS/1521(CMP)(3) Dated:05/06-01-2021
RECRUITMENT FOR THE POST OF CONTRACT

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS ON FULL TIME
CONTRACT BASIS IN CLW/CHITTARANJAN. An On-
Line-Interview will be conducted to form a panel of Doctors
for their engagement as 'Contract Medical Practitioners' on
full-time contract basis for one year duration in Chittaranjan
Locomotive Works/Chittaranjan on the terms and conditions
of the Notification :-1. Name of the post: Contract Medical
Practitioner (CMP) .2. No. of Posts: 04 (Four). Communal
break up — (SC-01, EWS-01, OBC-02,) In case of non-
availability of SC, OBC,EWS candidates, UR candidates
will be engaged as CMPs . SN; Discipline; No. of post: (1);
Gynecologist; 01. (2); Radiologist; 01. (3); GDMO; 02.
CMPs can be posted anywhere in Health Unit, Dispensary,
Hospital etc. in CLW as per requirement.

Doctors [including Retired from Rly./Govt. (Central/State)
/PSU] who are willing for the above engagement and satisfying
the requisite qualification and age etc. as given on the
notification are requested to apply for on line Interview . An
application (as per Annexure 'A' of the Notification) along with
relevant enclosures should be submitted through E-mail or
WhatsApp as given below:-E-mail address:-
apog@clw.railnet.gov.in. WhatsApp address:- APO/Gaz.'s
Mob.No0.9163340604. The last date of submission of
application :- Open Ended till further notification. Date of
Interview:- 19th of every month till further notification
(If 19" of any month falls in Holiday, following working day
will be the Interview Date). While attending the interview,
the candidates are requested to bring relevant certificates
in original. N.B.:- Complete Notification including
Application Form available/ uploaded in the CLW's
website: www.clw.indianrailways.gov.in

Dy. Chief Personnel Officer (Gaz. & Admn.)

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL- I, DELHI
4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street,
New Delhi-110001
Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts
Due to Banks & Financial Institutions Act. 1993 read with Rule
12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993)

In the matter of O.A. No. 279/2020
Union Bank of India ....Applicant
Versus
M/s Sumanglam Traexim (P) Ltd. & Ors.
To, ... Defendants
D-1. M/s Sumanglam Traexim (P) Ltd.
At:- 361/362, Katra Hussain Bux,
Khari Baoli, Delhi-110006

Whereas the above named apﬁlicam has instituted a
case against you & whereas it has been shown to the
satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to
serve you in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is
given by advertisement directing you to make
ap&earance in this Tribunal 30-01-2021 at 10.30
A.M.

Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on
the above mentioned day before this Tribunal, the
case will be heard & decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic situation, all the matters
will be taken up through Video Conferencing and for
that purﬁose -
((i:) All the Advocates/Litigants shall download the
isco Webexapplication/ software;
(i) Meeting ID and Password for the next date of
hearing qua cases to be taken by Register/ Recovery
Officer-1/'and Recovery Officer-II_shall be available
one day prior to the next date at DRT Official Portal
i.e.drt.gov.in under the Public Notice Head.
iii) In"any exigency qua that, the Advocates /
itigants can contact the concerned official at Ph.No.
23748469.

Given under my hand & seal of this Tribunal on this

the 16-12-2020.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL

Assistant Registrar

DRT-1ll, New Delhi

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

@ IMPORTANT NOTICE &

It is notified for the information of all concerned that Hubballi Jn -
Hazrat Nizamuddin - Hubballi Jn slip coaches will be eliminated from
Train no. 12779/12780 (02779/02780) Vasco Da Gama - Hazrat
Nizamuddin - Vasco Da Gama Special Express. As a result of this, the
following slip coaches/trains will be cancelled as under:-

CANCELLATION OF TRAIN

Train No. & Name

Cancellation w.e.f.
(from originating station)

17305 (07305) Hubballi Jn - Londa Jn/Hazrat Nizamuddin Link Special Exp.

11.01.2021

Slip coaches between Hazrat Nizamuddin - Hubballi Jn of Train No. 02780
Hazrat Nizamuddin - Hubballi Jn Special Express will be cancelled

13.01.2021

REVISED COMPOSITION OF TRAIN NO. 12779/12780

. Existing Revised Date w.e.f.
Train No. & Name Composition Composition
12779 (02779) Vasco Da AC 2 Tier - 1 | AC2Tier - 1 | 11.01.2021
Gama - Hazrat Nizamuddin AC 3 Tier - 3 | AC 3 Tier - 4
Goa Special Express Sleeper - 8 | Sleeper - 9
12780 (02780) Hazrat oS (Reserved) - 3|GOS (Reserved) -~ 3 143.01.2021
g|zar§udd!nl—EVasco Da Gama Pantry Car - 1 |Pantry Car I

0a Special Express Total Coaches = 17 | Total Coaches = 20

Note: Train No. 12779/12780 (02779/02780 Special) Vasco Da Gama - Hazrat Nizamuddin - Vasco Da
Gama Express will be running through and through. No slip coaches will be attached enroute.

Note: All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19 including Social

distancing, sanitization etc., may he followed in the trains and at the Railway stations.
All other precautions associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

For any other information passengers are requested to contact Railway Enquiry No.
139 or may visit Indian Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

NORTHERN RAILWAY g" c

Your Convenience - Our Concern

"SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE"

b

Visit us at : nr.indianrailways.gov.in
Please join us on (&)=

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
LEVEL 6TH, C-WING, DELHI SECRETARIAT, NEW Delhi- 110002

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ban on shay synthetic/nylon kite flying thread including popularly

materials.

known "Chinese Manjha"

This is for the information of the general public that in order to prevent the adverse
effects on human beings, cattle population, birds, soil and ecology and in exercise of
the powers conferred by section 5 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of
1986) read with Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs' Notification No. SO
667 (E), dated 10th September, 1992, a Notification was issued on 10.01.2017 by
order and in the name of the Hon'ble Lt. Governor of the NCT of Delhi with the
following directions:-
1. There shall be complete ban on the sale, production, storage, supply, import,
and use of kite flying thread made out of nylon, plastic or any other synthetic
material including popularly known as "Chinese manja" and any other kite-
flying thread that is sharp or made sharp such as by being laced with glass,
metal or any other sharp materials in the National Capital Territory of Delhi.
2. Kite flying shall be permissible only with a cotton thread, free from any
sharp/ metallic/ glass components / adhesives/ thread strengthening

Any breach of the above directions may be reported to the office of the

following:

S.No. Designation Email ID Helpline Number

1. Thg Commissioner of Police, Delhi cp.snshrivastava @delhipolice.gov.in|100
Police
The Divisional Commissioner,| .. L

2. GNCTD divcom @nic.in 1077

3. [The Chief Wildlife Warden, GNCTD|ccfgnctd @gmail.com 1800118600

4. The. Qomm|33|on§r, NorthDelni commr-northdmc@ mcd.nic.in 155304
Municipal Corporation

5. The. Qommssmngr, South Delhi commissioner-sdmc @ mcd.nic.in 155305
Municipal Corporation

6. The. Qomm|33|on§r, East Delhi commissionerredmc @ gmail.com 155303
Municipal Corporation

Note: The violation

PMC-214 CLW/Chittaranjan

Like us on: www.facebook.com/clwrailways

DIP/Shabdarth/0544/20-21

of directions

issued under section 5 of the Environment
(Protection) Act. 1986, or the rules made thereunder shall be punishable under
section 15 of the said Act, which includes imprisonment upto five years and/or
with fine which may be extended to Rs. One Lac or with both.

The above said NOTIFICATION is available at: www.environment.delhigovt.nic.in

Sd/-
Dr. K. S. Jayachandran
Special Secretary (Env.)

New Delhi
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Kerala govt to hand over

1989 RUBAIYA SAYEED KIDNAPPING CASE

‘@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA ESITI=EV S
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SYETEM BTREHGETHENIG CF L1V LINES WIT-HERURCATION R IFRCATEN QTSI
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TEHEEY BEIE CRENMG DATE: 1501 7031
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TLENEEY LS NS SAE: 16 BL 2001
SETEM STRENG NG CF LL FY LES W SFLRCATION & FLRCETION
= i ) e L o CF CRVERLCEDED) FEEDERS 0D NETALLATICH OF HEVW LIS TRIELTION IS4G
“ ki s e TRUNTFORVERS UNDER CPERA TIOM CIRCLELHEN, Tl O TURskEr | WO | b o b o i
515 CPBNGORTE: 501 221
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TUEHET BAEE CRBING DATE 1501201 g
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isations operating in J&K".
Claiming to have recovered
“incriminating” material against
the accused during searches of
their houses in J&K, the FIR adds,
“Taking advantage of the cover
available to them because of

Criticising Para's arrest in an-
other "fabricated" terror case,
PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti
tweeted, "This is purely political
vendetta against PDP for raising
our voice against Delhi’s on-
slaught."

——— — )| Wal b C
5 e wayarabuse case to L5} courtrrames
[T T Walayar abuse case, had rocked the state
iR WwBR e RI=0T yHSd, Ao EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE after a trial court last year acquitted all
TPl T 301 e - 03 SBD/2020—21 THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JANUARY 11 the threg accu;ed.The High Courtdirep— |
B /IR W%ﬁ) tive setting aside the trial court verdict
. . DAYS AFTER the Kerala High Court set  came following an appeal by the state
(Hde1 <R UG B AR dIAISE Www.eproc2.bihar.gov.inuR) aside the verdict of a POSCO Courtintwo ~ government.
1 w1l @1 Raeor — cases pertaining to the death of two sex- Adivision bench of the High Court had
: T ually-abused minor Dalit sisters, the  said the trial court shall consider the plea, u u
3‘(’1;; :"Lgf)%' [ a;é“ @1 state government on Monday decided  if any raised by the investigating agency,
———— ks ‘qﬁ to hand over the cases to the CBI. for permission to conduct further inves-
’%1‘?- R (e speraT (m) (erreniviia) irg ;‘:ﬂ? The two sisters were found hanging  tigation into the cases and permit the ,
' @ 1 T w0 %) W’%/ﬂ e | gﬁﬁ at their hut in Palakkad district in 2017  prosecution and if sought for the defence
aa?m 3 o) ;E) w0 & on different days but within a period of  also, toadduce fresh evidence in the form Shangloo, Manzoor Ahmed,
T T R e S Atk three months. The case, later known as  of oral or documentary evidence. ARUN SHARMA Gulam Mohammad Taploo,
S T e e e JAMMU, JANUARY 11 Abdul Majeed Bhat and Nissar

01 1866.95 28.70 10,000.00 | 5900.00 | 15.05-2021
T 1 | ry Ahmed Bhat.

(ComeT R 172,20,/ 2021) gicd +HeTelol o1 MORE THAN 31 years after the According to the CBI
Pl 7 & < R R e ) abduction of Rubaiya Sayeed, chargesheet, the accused en-

02 mﬂﬁ 1;; /qu';rjo'm) 59482 11.90 10000001 5900001 15-05-2021 mﬁ?ﬁ_m P BRI daughter of the then Union tered into a criminal conspiracy
e T3 3 odo T 3 q13 rE=01 gHued, 3N Home Minister late Mufti in the first week of December
23.10f0%10 TX Rer FER-AI BT Frfer ; ; _ - Mohammad Sayeed, Special 1989 to kidnap Rubaiya, then un-

03 | 3 et apera P | 8124 1625 | 1000000 1 S0000 ) 1505201 T ¥LaT et — 03 SBD /202021 TADA Judge Sunit Gupta on dergoing resident rotatory in-
gfﬁf@ W;“— 168,440/ 20;1) (@ad §—C=X UERT B AR JaASC www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in W) Monday framed charges against ternship training in Lal Ded
o f;??ﬁio N 81803- ﬁj;;fggo P N 10 accused, including Jammu  Yasin Malik Hospital at Srinagar, for ensuring
oMo & 1070 Rrodio, 1245 Rbodio g ~ ~ - ~ Kashmir Liberation Front chief the release of their five associ-
1 13.35 fR0w0, 13.65 oo :%q @ @1 T R ?n‘%[! (ai A w_[ g ﬁ? Eﬁarg iy Yasin Malik. ates lodged in different jails.

04 | W1a0s oo, 1577 feodlo | 56417 11.30 10,000.00 | 590000 | 15.05-2021 : (et 0 3) o SRR 9 Besides Malik, charges were  Rubaiyawith an intention to mur- The CBI chargesheet has said
h el ’?ﬁg i i%j”ﬁo i w0 %) | (@ wrE | (ereendvina) | (emerdehe) framed against Ali Mohammad  der and keeping her in wrongful  they borrowed a blue car from
gal o0 aoraT (@aet ot | (daet aif Mir, Mohammad Zaman Mir, confinement under provisionsof  one of the accused, Ghulam
(ToTvST - 173,703 /2021) e/ | oa de | aEd |9 Igbal Ahmad Gandroo, Javed Ranbir Penal Code, apart from Mohammad, and some of them
AR o A B Hgeret # ) | H ) Ahmad Mir alias Nalka, TerroristsandDisruptive Activities — and assembled in the house of
FERAR-faeell qedy & 1000000 | 354000 Are # %0 w0 H Mohammad Rafiq Pahloo alias  (TADA)Actand IndianArmsAct.  accused Mushtaq Ahmed Lone

05 ?;J?I"‘Nl ¥ w05 3 f19 giem| 29444 590 o > 15-05-2021 - ) Nana Ji alias Saleem, Manzoor The other accused -- onDecember 81989 and delib-

N , 01.| UTH TR T Ahmed Sofi, Wajahat Bashir, Mohammad Zaman Mir, Javed erated upon the plan to kidnap
(ToivsT R@- 173 /06 / 2021) = . way . . . r .
B T @ Ao SEer a6 :—rﬁw ®crd i Mehraj-ud-Din Sheikh and Ahmed Mir, WajahatBashirand  her when she is on her way back

0 | 485 0o & - 71 feoo | o0 1680 | 1000000 | 590000 | 15.05-2021 A 25:EW '1202.56 | 4.06 |10,000.00 | 3,540.00 |15.05.2021 Showkat Ahmad Bakshi. Shoukat Ahmed Bakshi --were ~ from the hospital to her resi-
m?‘;ﬁfgzg‘zom 1638‘3/';62/28'21) Referring to confessional —charged with criminal conspir-  dence at Nowgam Bye Pass,

— L 3 statements by Mohammad acy, keeping Rubaiya under Srinagar.
T T B T STHIGRT Ed = TR . .
aq_oz?m% 2 3105 %@m 1000000 | 354000 02 | T AN B m—cs Zaman Mir and Ali Mohammad  wrongful confinementand pro- Thereafter, all the accused ex-

07 | ¢ 4t werg FRwE F | 267.34 540 o > 15-05-2021 ETH& fafle mw Mir before the magistrate under ~ visions of TADA Act. cept Mohammad Zaman Mir
(qoimsT W 173,/04 /2021) (Agenda No : 284.57 | 570 110,000.00 | 3,540.00 | 15.05.2021 Section 164 of CrPC regarding The 10accusedareamongthe  reached the hospital gate and
aqmﬁ il g ]ﬁ‘“ © a; % AR ?;:ﬁ% 16% c65 20'2 1 theirinvolvement and theroleof ~ twodozenaccusednamedbyCBI  splitinto smaller groups, accord-

08 | e e e g | 89349 1790 | 10,000.00 | 590000 | 15052021 /565/2021) s E _ otheraccused, thejudgeobserved  inits charge sheet filed beforethe  ing to the CBI. To enable them to
(worsT W 173,705,/ 2021) 2 %f;:a NRERIE S S — 07.01.2021 that he was of the considered  TADA court. Among the others,  identify Rubaiya, accused Yasin

2. PR AT T e e ) R e —06.01.2021 5 PR P SRS T e i 15012024 W i 19012021 @ 300 af | ViEW that“sufficientgroundsex-  Mohammad Rafig Dar and  Malik pointed towards her, the

5 B S RAP-15012021 & ReAP-19.012021 B 300 K B B o (R dgwre IRTE T ist” for drawing prima facie pre-  Mushtaq Ahmed Lone are dead ~ charge sheet said. The accused

) ’ N P ; ; : sumption that Yasin Malik, Ali ~ and twelve othersareabsconding.  intercepted on gunpoint the mini
IR B STy ad (R Jevrse www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in W ) www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in W) . . . . L
o S5 AT - o fa « N 4 N—fae AT &1 G, @I U6 R faAid—16.01.2021, 3 00 9T IR ¥, T Mohammad Mir, Igbal Ahmed The absconders include businwhichshe was travelling, it
S T, AT QG Qe ﬁa . q;‘g‘ggoﬁ“ 3-°°W TR [N 5@& N Ia . aré siftrir @1 srIfer, arg FEsvT Td Sfa PR Gandroo, Manzoor Ahmed Sofi, Halima, Javed Igbal Mir, added.From there, Rubaiya was
] i ‘ ' _ STel e I, ge | Mebhraj-u-Din Sheikh and Rafiq  Mohammad Yaqub Pandit,Riyaz  made to board a car and kept in
5. T s wierw @) Ry g W %WW 22012021 W 330 S ST | 5. dpeG! e e 1 Al vd fei® 22.01.2021 T 3.30 TF SRTE | Ahmed Pahloo have committed ~ Ahmed Bhat, Khursheed Ahmed  captivity till five JKLF militants
_ (R a2 gEWWW‘EprOC_Z'b'ha“gO""" ) . (R dewde www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in W ) theoffencesof enteringintocrim- ~ Dar, Basharat Rehman Noori,  werereleased from different jails

6. forfrar firs e @1 ey vd zg; TP g1 AT ﬁ;’lﬁ: # v ) 6. facia fas w@rert &1 Ry vd W ?g:g RELEEAUCIUC IR 25‘ bahi @ S : inal conspiracy, kidnapping Tariq Ashraf, Shafat Ahmed inexchange of herrelease.

Jeasewww.eproc2.bihar.gov.in JeaTge www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in ™

7. fAfaeT oM a1 <o * www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in W 7. ffaeT ier 1 e www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in ©

s FfaT o Serdr oAy <120 fa 8. Ffder & duar erafy 120 =t ld f ¢ 1’ b AMSHIPORA ENCOUNTER

e o v s o s, o S R e s s e e || HEL fOT ‘politician-terror "

10fILT TEHEN YT B T J9EIE www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in T state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar 1o zﬁ_@_{ o F;:;r%ﬁﬁ & <e www.eproc2.bihargov.in v state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar ’ P my Says 1

TR @ S FHaT | . ; d
S e st | | NIEXUS’ case, Para name has no system
15 =1 yHed, TaTfean 3 FRion s, . h . l d
’ PR. No. 010826(WRD) 2020-21 : “7
PR- 010893 (WRD) 2020-21 H10 7463889298 - e : lo: 7463889370 it Hurrlyat cader of cash reward
o5¥ 1 O ) e e T g T rena BTISA . 1070 e o o ot 21 R T ATk G oot (L S T S for personnel
you
ARUN SHARMA wing leader
GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [ETEYTTeq o] ¥ | |INESS Wahcod " PRESSTRUSTOF NDIA
Ur Rehman SRINAGAR, JANUARY 11
ARRESTED BY the Jammu and Para
5. NAME OF I —— OPENING DATE "“’{m;n Tin | WEESITE OFTHE | MODAL OFFICER/CONTACT Kashmir Police soon after an NIA THE ARMY on Monday denied
Ko, DEFARTHENT CLOSTNG DATE RUBEES DEPARTMERT DETAILS/EMAIL court had given him bail in a ter- thatits captain, whois facing dis-
TTTETRE T OF 1o Lo Pl C7es, B PilTF B STei e o L lror dfunding%1 casde, PDP}}I;)uth wing ttflte_ei_r rr}embe_errslhiplt_); polsitioq or 1ciplil(ljaryfplioceedings for an a_l—
. EEAM [H 12U 0F LEVEL (ROSETNG HOL LS T AT 0L 10 1T T L B B ' - E1IEEITECY precd-2onel- eader Waheed Ur Rehman Para  affiliation with political parties, lege ake encounter in
E FAR PR BETWEEN AMEALACITY B SHAMZHL) RALIRY STATIONS (N I,IEI-;&-LI:H 5!,I=|::'||:H ::;,:.l;,:l}]] HEELAG | pleedes ey nins P Ay nicin wasMondayremandedtoseven-  these unscrupulous political par- ~ Amshipora, was “driven” by
(i DFOE ROUTE (RECALLED) day police custody along with  ties’ functionaries have variously  monetary reward for killing ter-
CIET, OF AL WESTHER SWIVBERG POl 1N SO0ATS COMELEN AT AbEaLL 150308 e — Mukhtyar Ahmed Waza alias  supported the terrorists and se-  rorists, virtually contradicting
¥ FRNDERR, BMEALA CANTT [H DOSTROCT AMEALA (PO 03 HOLS 13 PRESENEES, LIFT) = T GTHER ‘-B.II;IH'-:I EEELAS Hps: [stonders rnicin i Munir Ahmed Sofi, a People's  cessionists... by way of paying  the chargesheet filed by Jammu
VECRES T i i Leagueleaderand memberofthe  money, organizing select physi-  and Kashmir Police in the case.
" LP-GRARATICN OF CHE T 50 BEDCED HOGDTTAL AT IRDRZ DISTT, KARRAL Al T an e : . DELIIREA pw-sanc Hurriyat Conference. calattacks through terrorist ele- A statement by Srinagar-
: PND) BER. KARRAL i ke it et HILALLS sieerdes vy ns e V! g y &
: 'II':* ”W IR0 - Gl : KR The caseagainstthem,under ~ ments, facilitating their move-  based defence spokesperson Col
F PADERE, KAy, | CPRSTRUCTIONAF ROAD [N RVOEC E-"Elr[l'_-"'-"a“ VILLAGE FECRAK [N BATTHAL ﬂ-:-jﬁ{'ﬁ“:'ﬁ"- 554 LS bitpmfeterders ey i m‘u]_'h"]l‘q?"fﬂ‘*'-ﬂ' the UAPA apart from several IPC  ments, transporting their  Rajesh Kalia said there was no
e - e 2L = - L Sections, is of alleged links be-  fighting hardware and impor-  system of cash rewards for Army
g mlinlﬂntﬁl.“ﬁn I':.E:-?:-L PRONTIENG KATCHEN AhD DETAR mﬁﬂ Eﬂ' ?t.mwﬂﬂ-muﬁm. ‘.'ll}.l:l:%_:i 26 LAS betpssffoterdrs ey ricin m P tween politiciang angl terrorists.  tantly saving thpm frqm range of pgrsoqnel forany acts i'n cqmbat
! Eﬂ:l F“‘h'-l.ltl-'.l.'.h.-'.Er"_" IR Lﬁ..l'{ﬂm ﬂ?_l: D;LIH}I VAT CF O BT TS ﬂ:-_.l'l ';HEHH-EHE The remand applicationsaysthe  legaland coercive actionsof Law  situations or otherwise in the
b METH AL CULLEGE AR -H. ; g : ; : :E.I‘_i!l.‘r!l LLACE s letendars ey ninn keanebatall Mamlonm FIR was registered by the EnforcementAgencies..” line of duty.
ﬂ&m—ﬁlgﬂqﬂ NAR m"“‘l _ camdatel 32pmalonm Counter-Insurgency Wing of the The police sought seven-day Reacting to charges that the
T | oA ARICHAD AN AT & [TEMSWORKS UNDER. SE#-G DLSTT RaIPAT 30 31 pops:letenders ey rsin | SRIBLTRGRS pnad e nic J&K Police in Srinagar following ~ remand saying they had to take ~ Amshipora encounter actions
TR R e ; T TR e T ; =T FES T “information from reliable and  the two, arrested from the Joint ~ were driven by prize money, it
E | PRHCHATATE Fal PALWL FENCHATICN CF RRNCHATAT ERAAH AT PRLWAL DESTT, RALARL 101300 ERNE | pieedesheynica rmobngoefma.corn confidential sources that some  Interrogation Centre in Jammu  said, “Itis clarified that the Indian
| PRTCHRTATT AL CHARATE | DOTETRLICTION CF GINT Vel eI AT VLA SR 15080 v el AEHRATTE political functionariesaremisus-  on January 10, to Srinagar tobe ~ Army has no system of cash
2 JCITLEEL ek + 2 IMERWORE b e | - hitgy] M | spmprharthidad] Baradloom ing their membership, position, produced before the Special awards for its personnel for any
ey e | T, UF COPHTIRTTY CENTER WTH ELARD FH WORK AT VILLAZE TITRAH 1A 5 WL e or affiliation with political parties ~ Judge under whose jurisdiction  actsin combat situations or oth-
i F"W; S0 KAMTHAL _ 1545100 L3 LA s etercers w i Preweeng by nicn and asapartof criminal conspir-  the case fell. Granting the transit ~ erwise in the line of duty."
I FOREST [EREATVENT G4 ALEA PRRCHYAT LAND MEDRCTHAL PLANTATTON KHASEAKILA K Fainu L17 CRORE etedars hevricin TS acy, they have established clan-  remand, the NIA court directed The statement said the re-
- PrOdrAT IEEILITT + 5 (THER WORS 1a10H ; i ’ Separipatlisiyeoncedn destine connections and rela-  the police to produce thetwobe-  ports are "not based on facts of
' o tions with different Pakistani  fore the designated court on  the processes internal to Indian
1584rrFOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etendehry.nic.in terroristsand secessionistorgan.  January 18, Ay

Three youths, who were al-
leged to be terrorists, were killed
in the alleged fake encounter in
July last year. The chargesheet
was filed by the police before
Chief Judicial Magistrate
Shopian on December 26.

Activist questioned over tweet shared in April

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 11

THE MUMBAI Police on Monday
detained and questioned activist
Harshali Potdar for sharing a
Facebook post last April, citing
that it had the potential to create
“communal tension in society”.

Last week, the sessions court
had rejected Potdar's anticipa-

[E] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
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Estimated cost (in Rs.) : 1454709.15,
Earnest Money (in Rs.) : 29100.00, Last
date of tender submission - UPto 11.00,
Date : 11.02.2021, Cost of the Tender
forms - Zero, Period of Contract :
30 Days.
The details of above tenders are also
available on Indian Railway website
Www.ireps.gov.in

Dy.CME/Works, Gorakhpur
CPRO/Mech. - 84

About any amenity ¢

SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955

""Never travel on roof and foot boards"

New Delhi

tory bail application with the po-
lice submitting that her custodial
interrogation was necessary
since the post was “serious”.

OnMonday, Potdar was ques-
tioned at the M R A Marg police
station till 7 pm. An officer said
she was questioned about the
cellphone she was using when
she had shared the post and was
asked to hand it over.

The M R A Marg police had

earlier claimed thata complaint
was filed after a police officer
saw the post on April 1 on
Potdar's Facebook profile.

The post, pertaining to a
Tablighi Jamaat congregation
last March, criticised the govern-
ment and certain media houses
for blaming the group for the
spread of Covid-19. The police al-
leged that the post pitched two
communities against each other.

Entertainment, sports channels
under scanner in TRP probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 11

THE MUMBAI Police, probing the
Television Rating Points (TRP)
scam, in which news channels
allegedly paid money to increase
their TRP, is now expanding the
scope of the probe to include
general entertainment channels
(GEC) and sports channels.

The Crime Intelligence Unit
(CIU) of the Crime Branch, which
on Monday filed a second
chargesheet in the case against
three persons, said “around 12 to

13 GECs and at least three sports
channels” are under its scanner.
The supplementary
chargesheet was submitted before
the metropolitan magistrate court
against Republic Media Network
CEO Vikas Khanchandani, former
BARC COO Romil Ramgarhia and
former BARC CEO Partho Das.
The police have named
Republic COO Priya Mukherjee,
CFO Shiva Sundaraman and oth-
ers, including “other related rel-
evant persons of Republic TV, as
wanted accused. Republic me-
dia editor-in-chief Arnab
Goswami has not been named.
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Pramod Sawant

GOA

As morejoin stir
against|IT,CM
ready for talks

Panaji: The protest against
the proposed IIT campus
nearavillage in North Goa
entered the seventh day
on Monday as people
from nearby areas joined
the stir. Shel-Melaulim vil-
lage in Sattari taluka has
been the site of the protest
against the proposed [ITin
the area with residentsin-
sisting they will not part
with their land for the
project. Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said his
government is firm in its
resolve to go ahead with
the IIT project, but offered
to initiate talks with pro-
testers. "If agitators want,
they can come to Panaji
and discuss their issues
with me. I am ready for
discussion," he said. PTI

ODISHA

Bridge collapses,
probehintsat
substandard
material

Bhubaneswar: A day after
an under-construction
bridge collapsed in
Nabarangpur district, leav-
ing one labourer dead and
four others severely in-
jured, preliminary investi-
gations have hinted to-
wards the use of
substandard material forit
construction. "After pre-
liminary investigations, we
are suspecting that there
was some faultin cement-
ingsupport. We arealsoin-
quiring into the design as-
pectsof the bridge and the
exact reason behind the
mishap will be known,"
Inspecting official Pradeep
Jena said. Nabrangpur
Collector haslodgedacase
against the contractor, sub
divisional officer and jun-
ior engineer for causing
death due to negligence.
Noarrestsin the case have
been made yet. ENS

MAHARASHTRA
6accidentson
Pune-Bengaluru
highway, 3 dead

Pune: The Katraj Dehu
Road bypass of the Pune-
Bengaluru highway saw a
series of accidents in a
span of seven hours
Monday in which three
persons were killed and at
least 16 sustained injuries.
Of the six mishaps, five
took place onanaccident-
prone patch of the bypass.
Officials said that all these
accidents caused serious
traffic snarls. Senior in-
spector Devidas Gheware
of Sinhagad Road police
stationsaid, “Theaccidents
have taken place at and
near the black spots that
have been identified on
this accident prone patch
of the Katraj Dehu Road
bypass.” ENS

WEST BENGAL
Teagarden
workerkilledin
elephantattack

Alipurduar: A tea garden
worker was Alipurduar
district on Monday in an

attack by a wild elephant,
officials said. The incident
occured at the Hantapara
tea garden in Madarihat,
they said. The deceased
was identified as Kande
Munda. He was taken to
the Madarihat Primary
Health Centre in a critical
condition and he died
there while undergoing

treatment. PTI

Amid Covid, an NREGS first:
10 cr people used scheme

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

AS THE economy plunged into
recession amid the coronavirus
pandemic, the number of work-
ers who availed the National
Rural Guarantee Scheme
(NREGS) has crossed the 10-
crore mark for the first time,
marking an unprecedented de-
mand for the rural job scheme.

Latest data available on the
NREGS portal shows that till
January 10 in the current finan-
cial year, over 10 crore individuals
across the country worked under
the scheme, whichis 21 per cent
higher than the 7.89 crore figure
for2019-2020. With two months
still remaining in the current fi-
nancial year, the number is ex-
pected to go up further.

The 10-crore number is the
highest since the inception of the
scheme in 2006 - the previous
high was in 2011-12, when 8.2
crore individuals availed the
scheme.

West Bengal has seen the
highest numbers this financial
year, with 1.07 crore individuals
availing the scheme until
January 10.The state is followed
by Uttar Pradesh (1.06 crore),
Rajasthan (99.25 lakh), Madhya
Pradesh (91.62 lakh), Andhra
Pradesh (77.57 lakh) and Tamil
Nadu (75.37 lakh).

Under MGNREGS, every ru-
ral household, whose adult
members volunteer to do un-
skilled manual work, is entitled
to at least 100 days of wage em-
ployment in a financial year.

Asafety
® net

EXPLAINED

THE UNPRECEDENTED
jump in demand for
unskilled work under
NREGS is a pointer to
the economic distress
in rural areas. In wake
of the pandemic, the
scheme has emerged as
a safety net for crores of
unskilled workers,
particularly migrant
workers.

The number of households
availing the scheme too has
reached an all-time high of 6.87
crore until January 10 this finan-
cial year. In 2019-2020, 5.48
crore households availed the
scheme.

The current financial year has
also seen an unprecedented in-
crease in the number of new job
cardsissued under the scheme. So
far, 1.49 crore households (or 2.68
crore individuals) have got new
job cards -- more than double of
the 68.26 lakh households (1.27
lakhindividuals)inall of 2019-20.

The number of person-days
generated so far this financial
year too has reached an all-time
high of 302 crore, up from 265
crore person-days last financial
year.

The expenditure under
NREGA has reached an all-time
high, with Rs 87,520 crore of the
Rs-1-lakh crore allocated to the

TRACKING INDIA'S COVID CURVE
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SHARPEST DECLINE INLAST WEEK
ACTIVECASES DECLINEINLAST WEEK

West Bengal 7,881 2,565
Uttar Pradesh 11,134 2,182
Rajasthan 6,726 1,765

STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM CASES

ONJAN10 TOTAL
Kerala 4,545 8,11,149
Maharashtra 3,558 19,69,114
West Bengal 823 5,60,709
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM DEATHS
ONJAN10 TOTAL
Maharashtra 37 51,233
Kerala 23 3,350
West Bengal 19 9,941

Dataas on January 10, released by Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Indian Council of Medical
Researchand state governments. Often the numbers released every day contain data from previous days
aswell. As such, trends based on daily numbers are only indicative and not definitive

scheme being spent.

As part of the economic
package announced in the re-
sponse to Covid, the government
declared an additional funding
of Rs 40,000 crore for NREGS,

over and above the Rs 61,500
crore allocated in the Union
Budget 2020-21. With this hike,
the NREGS budget has crossed
the Rs 1 lakh crore figure for the
first time ever.

Lost in Bhandara hospital fire: A 3-day

infant, a couple’s hope of parent

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR, JANUARY 11

FORHIRALAL Bhanarkar,42,and
his wife Hirkanya, 39 -- both
landless labourers from Uchgaon
village in Maharashtra’s
Bhandaran district -- the fire inci-
dent at Bhandara District
Hospital on Saturday not only
snuffed the life out of their first
live baby, born after four still-
births, but also put an end to their
quest to become parents.

“After our marriage in 2006,
my wife conceived for the first
time after three years, but she
had a premature delivery after
six months with the baby, a girl,
arriving dead. Two years later, a
premature boy was born dead af-
ter six months of pregnancy. In
2014, another baby, a girl again,

Hiralal and Hirkanya at a primary health centre in Ekodi. Express

also arrived dead after seven
months of pregnancy. And yet
another girl child was born dead
two years later, after nine months
of pregnancy,” said Hiralal.

The couple then approached
a private doctor at Lakhni, who

started treating Hirkanya to en-
sure a safe delivery. But this time
too, a baby girl was born prema-
turely after seven months. She
was rushed to the Bhandara
District Hospital and admitted to
the sick neo-natal care unit

Bhandara hospital was functioning
without fire NOC since inception

TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 11

THE BHANDARA District General
Hospital, in which 10 newborns
died inafire, had been operating
without the mandatory no ob-
jection certificate (NOC) from
the local fire department since
itsinception in 1981.

In 2015, when the hospital
constructed an extension to
open a sick newborn care unit
(SNCU), a medical store and a
nutrition rehabilitation centre,
no fire NOC was obtained from
the Bhandara Nagar Parishad.

Senior district officials also

said the building was handed
over by the PWD to the public
health department without an
occupation certificate.

Since 2015, only one fire drill
has taken place under the
Kayakalp scheme in 2016-17.

A six-member committee
comprising health and fire offi-
cials and electrical engineers is
conducting adetailed inquiry into
the death of 10 newborns in the
hospital's SNCU early January 9.

While the SNCU's oxygen pipe
and electric wiring system had
melted, its air-conditioning sys-
tem and one radiant warmer
were gutted. Officials suspect the
fire either started in one radiant
warmer in the “out-born section”

orintheelectric wiring, since both
sustained maximum damage.

The four-storey civil hospital
building has 482 beds. Early last
year, over 300 more beds were
added for the treatment of Covid-
19 patients. “The entire building’s
wiring system is very old. We
have raised this issue several
times,” a health official said.

Last November, the Bhandara
district health office had written
to the Bhandara Nagar Parishad
to conduct a fire audit. Earlier, a
letter, again requesting a fire audit,
was sent to the Nagar Parishad in
2018.When contacted, Bhandara
Collector Sandeep Kadam said,
“The inquiry is on. We are looking
into the matter.”

CPM-linked trade union hits out at
Customs after leader ‘threatened’

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 11

THE RULING CPI (M)-affiliated
Kerala Secretariat Employees
Association on Monday hit out at
the Customs department, days af-
ter the state assistant protocol of-
ficer -- a prominent leader of the
association -- alleged he was
threatened by the agency when
questioned in connection with the
gold smuggling case last week.
While state assistant protocol
officer M S Harikrishnan com-
plained to police that Customs of-

ficials had threatened him, his as-
sociation issued a statement say-
ing that “it would see the hands
of the Customs do not raise again
against secretariat employees”.
The state protocol office is au-
thorized toissue duty exemption
certificates to the consulates for
import without Customs exam-
ination. The protocol office also
handles files related to foreign
trips of the Assembly Speaker,
ministers and bureaucrats. There
was afire at the state protocol of-
fice last year after it came under
the scanner of probe agencies.
Association general secretary
KN Ashok Kumar said Customs

is repeatedly harassing the sec-
retariat staff to depose before
them against the state govern-
ment. The trade union leader
said Customs is a crippled horse
and a “bootlicker” of corporates
and the Sangh Parivar.

CPI(M) has mounted an at-
tack on Customs after the agency
decided to question Speaker P
Sreeramakrishnan in connection
with the smuggling of forex out
of the country. His assistant pri-
vate secretary K Ayyappan was
earlier questioned despite an at-
tempt by the Assembly secre-
tariat to prevent the agency cit-
ing legal protection.

hood

(SNCU) on January 6. The
Bhanarkars’ dreams of parent-
hood, however, came to a tragic
end onJanuary 9. Afireat the hos-
pital claimed the lives of 10 new-
borns, including their daughter.
“Our world has come crash-
ing down. I worked day and
night to collect money required
for my wife's treatment... All that
is now in vain,” Hiralal said.
Hirkanya has been admitted
at the primary health centre in
Ekodi for treatment of trauma.
The Maharashtra government
has given the couple a cheque for
Rs 5 lakh as compensation.
But the Bhanarkars have de-
cided not to try for a child again.
“The doctor said my wife will
face arisk to her life if we try for
a child again. So, we have de-
cided not to pursue it further,”
said Hiralal.

VHP circulates
video on

Ram temple
movement ahead
of donation drive

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 11

AHEAD OF the launch of its
fundraising campaign for the
construction of Ram Temple in
Ayodhya, the VHP has circulated
a video on social media on the
temple movement.

Titled “Sri Ram Janma
Bhoomi Vijay Gaatha” (Victory
Sagaof Ram's Birthplace of Ram),
the 13-minute video claims to tell
the “struggle for Ram Temple in
Ayodhya” beginning from the
16th century to the demolition of
Babri Masjid in 1992 and the
launch of the construction for the
temple at the site in 2020 after
the Supreme Court's verdict in
the Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid title suit.

While the video was shared
by the official Twitter handle of
the VHP with the hashtag
#RamMandirForRamRajya” and
by Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust general secretary
Champat Rai, a senior func-
tionary said the VHP has noth-
ing to do with the short film.

“The documentary has been
made by actor and director
Chandraprakash Dwivedi.But he
has not given his name in the
documentary’s credit. He has
made it as a service to Bhagwan
Ram,” VHP national spokesper-
son Vinod Bansal told The Indian

Express.
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AVIAN FLU CONFIRMED IN AT LEAST 10 STATES

Centre allays transmission

ENS &PTI
NEW DELHI, CHANDIGARH,
MUMBAI, JANUARY 11

THE BIRD flu has spread to 10
states with authorities initiating
control measures and the govern-
ment assuring that there are no
scientific reports of the virus’
transmission to humans after
hundreds of birds were found
dead in several areas across the
country on Monday.

Delhi, Uttarakhand and
Maharashtra on Monday con-
firmed bird flu cases, days after
Kerala, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh reported avian deaths
due to the disease.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asked all state governments
to ensure a constant vigil near
places such as water bodies, zoos
and poultry farms, expressing
hope that “we will be able to over-
come this challenge soon”
through proper coordination be-
tween Forest, Health and Animal
Husbandry Departments.

While states announced sev-
eral steps, including mass culling
of poultry, ban on live birds mar-
kets and restriction on chicken
and related food materials, the
Centre asked them not to close
mandis or impede the sales of
poultry products. The Centre also
directed states to maintain ade-

A chicken vendor in
Prayagraj. P11

quate stock of PPE kits and acces-
sories required for culling opera-
tions.

Animal Husbandry and
Dairying Minister Giriraj Singh
said there have been no scientific
reports on transmission of bird flu
tohumansand consumers should
not be scared.

Even as the first confirmed
cases of bird flu were reported
from Delhi, officials from the for-
est department in neighbouring
Gurgaon said there has been a
surge in the number of calls re-
ceived regarding carcasses of birds
over the last one week.

InMabharashtra, three crowsin
Mumbai and 15 pond egrets and
two parrots in Thane were con-
firmed to have died due to bird flu,
officials said on Monday. The state
has recorded 1,205 avian deaths
since Friday with authorities plan-
ning culling of poultry within 1
km radius of an infected area in

Parts of Srinagar’s Dal Lake have frozen over. Shuaib Masoodi

North India braces for
cold wave; rain forecast
for TN, Kerala this week

ANJALIMARAR
PUNE, JANUARY 11

NORTH INDIA is bracing for yet
another cold week, with the IMD
warning of cold to severe cold
wave conditions that are likely
to prevail till January 15. The
southernregions meanwhile are
likely to experience wet weather.

A Cold wave is declared
when the minimum tempera-
tures fall by 5-6°Cbelow normal,
along the plains.

The minimum temperatures
in most north and northwestern
regions — Punjab, Chandigarh,
Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan and
west Uttar Pradesh — would see
a fall in night temperatures in a
range of 2-4°C in the next four
days. Dense fog s likely to engulf
these areas, the Met department
said.

“Cold wave to severe cold
wave conditions are expected at
isolated places of Punjab,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Rajasthan

JAVADEKAR RELEASES EVALUATION REPORT

northwest Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan till January 15,” the
IMD's forecast issued on
Monday read.

In the south, the Regional
Meteorological Centre (RMC) in
Chennai has warned of wide-
spread rainfall, thunder and
chances of lightning till early
Friday. “This will be mainly un-
der the influence of the presence
of acyclonic circulation laying off
Sri Lanka coast over the Bay of
Bengal,” the weather update is-
sued by RMC, Chennai, said.

As a result, Tamil Nadu,
Pudduchery, Karaikal, Mahe and
Kerala will experience wet days
till the end of this week.

Till January 11, Tamil Nadu
recorded 751 per cent excess rain.
Chennai broke a century-old
rainfall record for the month last
week, recording 126mm in 24
hours on January 7. This excep-
tionally wet January over Tamil
Nadu was triggered by moistand
strong easterly winds blowing
over from the Bay of Bengal.

fears, states try to limit spread

Parbhani district on Tuesday.
“Cases found in Mumbai and
Thane region are among crows
and not poultry. There are no
poultry units within Mumbaiand
it is not an infected area. All the
cases found are inbackyard poul-
try... It is completely safe to eat
eggsand poultry meat, if the eggs
and poultry meat are cooked for
30minutes atatemperature of 70
degrees Celsius,” said Anoop
Kumar, Principal Secretary at the
Maharashtra Animal Husbandry
department.

The Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment banned supply of all
poultry products from other states
foraweek. “The ban hasbeenim-
posed to ensure that infection
does not come from other states
through poultry products,” Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur said.

Meanwhile, wildlife officials
said 122 more migratory birds of
various species were found dead
in Pong Dam Lake wildlife sanc-
tuary Monday, taking the toll
among such waterbirds to 4,357.

In Uttarakhand, bird flu was
confirmed on Monday in crows
found dead in Dehradun and
Kotdwar in recent days. The state
has put forest and animal hus-
bandry officials on alert.

The Lucknow Zoo, meanwhile,
suspended its bird exchange pro-
gramme and closed its aviary for
visitors after samples of a couple
of bird carcasses in Kanpur Zoo
were found positive.

SC seeks reply
from Punjab
govt over UP’s
plea seeking
Ansari’s custody

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 12

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
sought a reply from the Punjab
government and gangster-
turned-politician Mukhtar Ansari
onapleafiled by the Uttar Pradesh
government seeking his custody
in connection with the cases
pending against him in the state.

A Bench of Justice Ashok
Bhushan, Justice R Subhash
Reddy and Justice M R Shah gave
the Punjab government and
Ansari two weeks time to re-
spond. The court also soughtare-
portof Ansari's medical condition.

Ansari was brought to Punjab
from a jail in Uttar Pradesh on
production warrant in early 2019
in connection with an extortion
case filed in Mohali. Since then,
Ansari has been lodged in the
Roparjail.

In UP, Ansari has 38 cases of
heinous crime lodged against
him. The UP government has
been seeking his custody, citing
criminal cases pending against
himin the state. However, as per
Punjab Prisons department, a
panel of doctors has “advised
Ansari against long travel”.

In the Supreme Court on
Monday, the counsel for the UP
government contended that
while Ansari is facing serious
charges, he has been kept in
Punjab for two years in a minor
case. Ansari is “trying to play
with the federal structure” of the
country and misuse the provi-
sions of the CrPC, the counsel
contended.

Survey: Tirthan sanctuary, Great
Himalayan National Park best
performers among protected areas

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

MINISTER FOR Environment,
Forest and Climate Change,
Prakash Javadekar on Monday
released Management
Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE)
of 146 national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries in the country.

India has a network of 903
Protected Areas covering about 5
per centof its total geographic area
of the country. According to the
survey, Tirthan Wildlife Sanctuary
and Great Himalayan National
Park in Himachal Pradesh have
performed the best among the
surveyed protected areas.

The Turtle Wildlife Sanctuary
in Uttar Pradesh was the worst

New Delhi

performer in the survey.

Speaking at the event,
Javadekar said, “70% of the global
tiger population, 70% of Asiatic li-
ons and more than 60% of leopard
population in India is a certificate
of India’s thriving biodiversity as
these big cats sit at the top of food
chainand their growing numbers
shows the well-being of the
whole ecosystem.”

He also announced that this
year onwards, 10 best national-
parks, five coastal and marine
parks and top five zoos in the
country will be ranked and
awarded every year.

Management Effectiveness
Evaluation of Protected Areas
has emerged as a key tool that is
increasingly being used by gov-
ernments and international bod-

ies to understand strengths and
weaknesses of the protected
area management systems.

India has systematically des-
ignated its Protected Areas in
four legal categories -- National
Parks, Wildlife Sanctuaries,
Conservation Reserves and
Community Reserves under the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

Under this Act, India has 903
formally designated Protected
Areas with a total coverage
1,65,012.6 square km. Among
these are 101 National Parks, 553
Wildlife Sanctuaries, 86
Conservation Reserves and 163
Community Reserves. For the
survey, 146 National Parks and
Wildlife Sanctuaries across 29
states and Union territories were
evaluated.
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WoRrDLY WISE
IT'S CLEAR THAT PREVENTION WILL NEVER BE
SUFFICIENT. THAT'S WHY WE NEED A VACCINE THAT
WILL BE SAFE. — LUC MONTAGNIER

ThelndianEXPRESS
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A BIG TEST

Covid vaccination will present challenges. Government
must work swiftly to minimise exclusion, plug gaps

NDIA'S VACCINATION DRIVE against COVID-19, targeting 3 crore healthcare person-

nel and frontline workers, will commence from January 16. Coordination systems

between 20 ministries are reportedly being put in place and the government has

framed a set of guidelines for the rollout that deal with logistics, human resources
and monitoring systems to report adverse events. Dry runs have been conducted in more
than 700 districts to acquaint the administrative agencies and vaccinators with some of the
challenges thatlie ahead. These exercises have shonealight on the gaps that must be plugged
before the first shots are administered.

Digital systems have a key role in the vaccination plan. Nearly 80 lakh beneficiaries in the
first priority list have reportedly registered on the Centre’s COVID Vaccine Intelligence Network
(Co-WIN)system — “adigitalised platform to track the enlisted beneficiaries for vaccination
on a real-time basis”. The challenge now is to make the manual interventions to this plat-
form foolproof and user-friendly for ASHA and other healthcare workers involved in the last-
mile delivery of the vaccine. Care must also be taken to obviate server malfunctioning that
has been alongstanding bane of IT-enabled services in the country. There have been reports
of the Co-Win app not performing as per plans during the mock drills — officials in several
parts of the country have complained that the platform did not show the names of all the tar-
geted beneficiaries. Also, last week, this paper reported that codes of some villages in Andhra
Pradesh, Punjab, Gujarat and Assam were not mapped on the Co-Win platform. Experts have
rightly warned that such snags could prevent intended beneficiaries from keeping their date
with the vaccine, and even more worryingly, erode trust in the inoculation process. The Union
Ministries of Health and Information Technology are reportedly collaborating on bolstering
the IT infrastructure and have sought inputs from private players.

The government plans to administer the vaccine to 30 crore people in the first two phases
of the inoculation drive. According to current plans, each person will be administered two
doses of avaccine. In other words, 60 crore shots will be administered in the next six to eight
months. Nearly one lakh vaccinators will be involved in the process. The dry runs have bared
the inadequacies, especially in reporting adverse events. Healthcare officials have also ex-
pressed apprehensions that such alarge-scale project, involving conversion of PHCs into vac-
cination points, could result in the disruption of regular health services, including routine
immunisation programmes and institutional deliveries — already there are concerns that
the country’s TB control programme has suffered a setback because of resources being diverted
for COVID-19 control. The coming months could be exacting for the country’s healthcare sys-
tem. How it steps up to the demands of the moment will be watched.

MESSAGE FROM SYDNEY

Aline has been drawn on racism, a precedent has been set —
for Australia as well as for other teams, including India

HE FEW STEPS that India’s Test debutant, Mohammed Siraj, took towards his

team at the Sydney Cricket Ground on Sunday might have helped cricket take

agiant leap. Fielding on the boundary line and at the receiving end of words that

he and teammate Jasprit Bumrah had reported as offensive the previous day,
Siraj refused to turn a deaf ear to any more of the intimidating background noise froman un-
ruly section of the crowd. He ran in from the fence and reported his annoyance to the team
leadership, which was ready to put its foot down and stop play. The moment of reckoning for
racist behaviour in cricket had arrived, and Australia which for long has blurred lines be-
tween banter and abuse, were forced to respond unequivocally and firmly.

Aline has been drawn, a precedent has been set. With Cricket Australiaand match referee
David Boon playing a proactive role in locating the miscreants and taking prompt action,
cricket suddenly has an SOP in place to deal with an unsporting situation in the stands. It is
now expected that from Gabba to Wankhede and Johannesburg to Trent Bridge, players will
duly report all such offensive slurs thrown at them to match officials, who will be expected
todowhat's needed. This should also trigger other major changes. With increased awareness
sweeping the cricketing universe, it will not be too much to expect players and their on-field
banter to not dabble in racist insults either. Match officials and the board should also enforce
muting of their players' free flowing unparliamentary language which targets opponents. It
must no longer be passed off as passions running high.

What happened on the field in Sydney 2021 stands in total contrast with the unsavoury
events of Sydney 2008, when Indian off-spinner Harbhajan Singh got away lightly for what
he said to Aussie all-rounder Andrew Symonds, after mounting an incredulous defence. It had
escaped noone's notice that racist chants and mocking had erupted in the Wankhede stands
against Symonds earlier, and that Indian cricket fans are anything but saintly when in their
flow. The same protocols to protect visiting players should now apply on Indian grounds and
with local fans. If you can't hold your tongue, go home and watch the game on television, is
the clear message from Sydney.

LLEADER WITH A DIFFERENCE

Madhavsinh Solanki, four-time CM of Gujarat, forged a social
coalition his party could not build on

ADHAVSINH SOLANK]I, THE four-time Gujarat chief minister who passed

away aged 93 on Saturday, was a politician and a man of ideas. The social

coalition he invented in the 1970s — KHAM — allowed the Congress to re-

gain the ground it had lost during the Navnirman Movement and win con-
secutive elections in 1980 and 1985, with a record number of seats. The KHAM alliance in-
cluded the Kshatriya, Harijan, Adivasi and Muslim communities, which constituted over 50
per cent of the state’s population. As CM, Solanki backed this coalition by introducing reser-
vations for OBCs in education and employment. However, it triggered a backlash from the up-
per castes, who had until then operated the levers of power in Gujarat. Though Solanki re-
turned to office with a larger majority in 1985, he had to resign following anti-reservation
riots that acquired acommunal turn. The Congress could neither consolidate the social coali-
tion Solanki had forged or translate the goodwill among the OBCs, tribals etc. into a lasting
electoral base. In fact, his leaving state politics to become a Rajya Sabha member and the
External Affairs Minister in PV Narasimha Rao’s cabinet allowed the BJP to grow in Gujarat
— of course, on the back of the Ram Janmabhoomi Movement.

Schooled in M N Roy’s Radical Humanism and influenced by peasant leader Indulal Yagnik,
Solanki stood apart from his Congress contemporaries. As CM, he introduced mid-day meals
in schools and made education free for girls. For him, KHAM was not just an electoral tactic
but the extension of a social vision that promised the fruits of democracy and electoral office
to a wide section of the society. He is credited with shaping the Congress response to the
Mandal Commission after the VP Singh government announced its implementationin 1990
— the party backed OBCreservations at the Centre but argued for the exclusion of the creamy
layer among the beneficiary communities from Mandal’s remit.

Solanki’s political career ended following an act of impropriety undertaken, allegedly on
the orders of his party, in the Bofors case while he was a Union minister. Forced to quit office,
he retired from active politics and retreated to his home and library.
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The march of the coup

Why siege of Capitol in Washington DC resonates closer
home, carries lessons for us all

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

THE ATTEMPTED MOB takeover of the Capitol
will probably remain arare development. Rare,
because political ingenuity often finds more
sophisticated versions of conceit. Setbacks to
democracy are not new, nor are megalomania
and orchestrated outrage unknown as its
causes. Trump’s rhetoric had all these ele-
ments. While the US has currently managed
tostall the takeover, the ghost of that takeover
should teach larger lessons.

The most elementary lesson is about the
fragility of democracy. The US experience indi-
cates that democracy requires continuous cau-
tion. Justas there is nothing like a naturally pro-
democratic social environment, there is also
nothing like a natural assurance of democracy’s
sustenance. Both are matters of collective so-
cial will and effort. The second lesson is that
executive coupsare likely to be the norm rather
than exception. As the American presidency
transformed into the imperial presidency and
parliamentary systems transformed into
prime ministerial systems, executives became
the repositories of state power and came to
represent the might of the state. This has paved
the way for silent or noisy coups by the exec-
utives. As Hungary has shown, the pandemic
only expedited this process and as this writer
warned lastyear, India’s “successful” lockdown
inaugurated the template for turning the pub-
lic sphere into a silence zone.

But perhaps the least learned lesson at
home in Indiais about the comparative pathol-
ogy of such autarchy lurking in our midst. So,
while looking from a distance as to where
Trump failed and why, let us better focus on
where even Indira Gandhi’s infamous “emer-
gency” dictatorship too differs from the slow
death of democracy we might be witnessing.
Because the basic Trump takeaway is that one
should not wait till the crowds actually occupy
the democratic space.

Executive coups are a product of a triad:
Constructing a constituency of willing mobs,
corrosion of institutions and producing a polit-
ical establishment unconcerned with demo-
craticnorms. Trump could arouse the mobs but
that was only at the final moment of a long
drawnbitter contestation over the election out-
come. American democracy may still claim that
the culture of suchmob outrage is not “normal”.
Trump made every effort to demean institu-
tions but did not succeed in his hope of acom-

Perhaps the least learned
lesson at home in India is
about the comparative
pathology of such autarchy
lurking in our midst. So,
while looking from a
distance as to where Trump
failed and why, let us better
focus on where even Indira
Gandhi’s infamous
‘emergency’ dictatorship too
differs from the slow death
of democracy we might be
witnessing. Because the basic
Trump takeaway is that one
should not wait till the
crowds actually occupy the
democratic space.

plete takeover. Third, he had limited successin
waylaying the Republican party but both par-
ties finally agreed on rescuing American
democracy from hisassaultand, along with the
legislature, the other important part of the po-
litical establishment, the media, too, did not
yield.Inasense, therefore, Trump failed and his
attempt remained desperate and amateur.

InIndia, whenever any discussion of assault
on democracy ensues, the story of Indira
Gandhi's Emergency is obviously remembered
as the first brazen, but short-lived, executive
coup.The Emergency story continues toattract
derision from her critics and careful academic
memorialisation by students of Indian politics
(the latest is the new book, India’s First
Dictatorship by Christophe Jaffrelot and Pratinav
Anil). Butitis necessary not toallow the light of
memory to blind us to the present. In compar-
isontothe Emergency of 1975, the current mo-
ment is far better equipped for an executive
coup and even while Indians mocked the US
for January 6, much worse signals of amore se-
rious takeover have dotted the political land-
scape. The footsteps of the current coup are so
soft that most analysts and observers are un-
willing to even recognise its shadow, leave aside
the actual darkness it has brought.

So,where do India’s executive coups differ
from Trump’s? Indira Gandhi’s coup used insti-
tutions more effectively than Trump, but de-
spiteall her populism, her resort to mobs asin-
struments of takeover was very limited. While
she could easily reinin her own party, she had
to face an uncompromising Opposition and
take recourse to preventive detention. So, in
comparison to Trump, hers was a more deter-
mined and somewhat systematic coup, bar-
ring announcing elections.

With the experience of Indira Gandhi, it
was thought that India could not have another
executive coup — firstly, because she was po-
litically punished and, secondly, because col-
lective memory would enhance a public rea-
son more cautious about such takeovers. But
the current phase of Indian politics might be
recorded in history as the second executive
coup India has had — and a much more suc-
cessful and durable one.

In terms of constructing a constituency of
the mob, the present moment is probably
more dangerous than what India has seen so
far for tworeasons: Thereisa carefully orches-

trated and sustained use of mobs which are
excited prior to being unleashed and, two, a
network of ideologically motivated organisa-
tions systematically whips up mob mentality
among sections thatare emotionally pushed to
the precipice. Thus, the “science” of mob poli-
tics is employed in a nuanced manner with a
rhetorical discourse legitimating the mob as
the people.

Secondly, the present moment is charac-
terised by an unprecedented institutional col-
lapse. Executive coups are dependent on bu-
reaucracies for their operational competence
and on courts for the constitutional location of
political chicanery. The ease with which both
these institutional safeguards have crumbled
hasonly made it easier for the coup tobecome
viable and respectable.

Three, the vigour of the political establish-
ment to fight against the coup is completely
lacking. With the media as cheerleader, the
coup has marched on. The ruling party and the
legislature have been easily set aside — much
as Indira Gandhi did. But what is even more
striking is the way in which the so-called
Opposition has caved in. The failure of the
Opposition is not merely inits inability to fight
backbut moreinitsinability to grasp the sever-
ity of the moment and its willingness to share
the same traits of autarchy.

Trump relied on megalomania; Indira
Gandhi, too, was carried away by her ownim-
age. But in the present moment, we have a
combination of megalomania with systemic
ingredients ensuring thatinan Orwellian fash-
ion, democracy will not be defined by what
oughttobe, but on the basis of what is claimed
asdemocracy. His vote share notwithstanding,
Trump could muster only a handful and only
for a few hours to claim that they constitute
the people of the US. In India’s case, with much
less vote share, alarge section is willing to keep
their faith in the new idea of democracy con-
stituted by victimhood and dominance as en-
titlements of majority.

So, laugh as we may at the situation
Americafindsitselfin, itis as well that we are
aware of our own willingness to sustain an
executive coup.

The write, based at Pune, taught political
science and is currently chief editor of
Studies in Indian Politics
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Government must give ASHAs, Anganwadi volunteers rights, benefits due as workers

NEETHA N

COVID-19 HAS given visibility to Accredited
Social Health Activists (ASHA) and Anganwadi
workers —women “volunteers” attached to a
government scheme or employed on a mis-
sionmode —whoare frontline warriors in the
battle against the pandemic. InIndia, there are
about a lakh ASHA workers, 1.3 million
Anganwadi workers and another 1.2 million
Anganwadi helpers, of them women. As the re-
sponse to the pandemic required localised ap-
proaches, services of community workers be-
came useful, given their robust contacts at the
grass roots. During the lockdown, when there
was uncertainty and fear of the virus, these
women became the connecting link between
the community and the state machinery.
However, these community worker-vol-
unteers are a perfect example of how the state
devalues women'’s work, especially the labour
ofthose involved in care work. The stereotype
that persists of women'’s ability and their in-
built consciousness to understand other fel-
low beings’ feelings, especially other women,
makes them perfectly suitable to be recruited
as community workers. This explains the pres-
ence of alarge number of women in commu-
nity-based programmes across the world. But,
in India, there is a refusal to recognise this “all
women workforce” as workers providing
labour. They are classified as “honorary work-
ers”,denied minimum wages, leave and other
conditions that work entails. Sugar-coated in
the superior value-domain of women as the

It is high time that the state
recognises the contributions
of these women and accept
them as workers. This could
help in resolving the larger
issue of devaluation of
women’s work and their
secondary status as workers.
The exclusionary tendencies
of the labour market, rooted
in the social understanding
of women’s work, where the
state is an active participant
has not only restricted
women’s employment
prospects, but has also
created silos of women'’s

sumption that women’s care and emotional
labour is outside the mundane world of mar-
kets is often evoked to pay these overworked
workers just an honorarium. But, even in the
best paid states, this honorarium is not even
close to the government-mandated minimum
wages offered to workers doing comparable
jobs. Many petitions have been submitted by
community workers and their unions de-
manding recognition as workers. During the
pandemic, Anganwadi, ASHA and National
Health Mission workers had a two-day nation-
wide strike demanding safety, insurance, risk
allowance and fixed wages. The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Labour also recom-
mended formalising the work of community
workers. But the government has not relented.

The contributions of these women workers
have been taken for granted by the commu-
nity, an outcome of the social understanding
of women’s labour andits invisible status. The
one positive aspect of their workis that the so-
ciety recognises themas a part of the state ma-
chinery. This enables many women to negoti-
ate patriarchal restrictions and norms of
mobility. However, mobility of women work-
ersisoftenacontested terrain and gets defined
and controlled as per social norms.

Now that the pandemic is moving to the
next stage with the coming of the vaccine,
these volunteers will be the first to be forgot-
ten both by the state and society at large. From
the glorified position of corona warriors, they

Itis high time that the state recognises the
contributions of these women and accept
them as workers. This could help in resolving
the larger issue of devaluation of women'’s
work and their secondary status as workers.
The exclusionary tendencies of the labour
market, rooted in the social understanding of
women’s work, where the state is an active
participant has not only restricted women’s
employment prospects, but has also created
silos of women’s employment such as paid
domestic work. The declining women’s
workforce participation has been a matter of
concern even before COVID. Wages and con-
ditions of work of women care workers are
matters of concern and the state apathy to
recognise the growing sectors of women'’s
employment such as domestic work has a
long history.

Withallfield reports and CMIE data point-
ing to a deeper crisis in female employment
during the pandemic, state intervention is
much needed. The recognition of ASHA and
Anganwadi volunteers as workers, even if it is
contractual, will thus not only be a tribute to
their contribution during the pandemic, but
alsoanopportunity to shake the structural un-
derstanding of women’s labour and their sta-
tus in the labour market. Recognition of care
work in the public sphere could also help in
unsettling the gendered and unequal division
of house work and unpaid care burden.

embodiment of care service providers, the employment such as paid will slowly retreat to their old unrecognised The writer is professor, Centre for Women’s
state prefers to call them “volunteers”. The as- domestic work. identity and sphere of neglect. Development Studies
JANUARY 12,1981, FORTY YEARS AGO
INDIRA ON NSA was no move toimpose the presidential form MIGS ARRIVE

THE RELATIONSHIP OF the Congress-I with
the DMK will continue, Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi said in Madras. When asked if the
AIADMK had come close to her party, she
replied, you can ask the local people.
Commenting on the AIADMK’s use of the
National Security Act in tackling the farmers’
agitation when the Act was not used in
Maharashtra, Mrs Gandhi said that local ex-
isting laws could have been used to handle
the situation. “Whether the use of NSA is jus-
tified is for you to judge,” she said. The
Centre’s intention is not to use NSA for polit-
ical purposes but against anti-social ele-
ments, the PM said. She reiterated that there

of government.

VAJPAYEE'S FORMULA

THE BJP LEADER Atal Bihari Vajpayee has
suggested a formula for solving the foreign-
ers’ problemin Assam. The formula includes
detection of all foreigners on the basis of rel-
evant provisions of the Constitution and the
existing laws, making use of the 1951 NRCto
regularise all entrants up to 1951 and re-
moval of the names of all foreigners who
came to Assam between 1961 and 1971. He
said that the leaders of the Assam agitation
were ready for talks and the government
should extend an invitation to them.

New Delhi

THE FIRST MIG-23 ground attack aircraft
have arrived. Attempts are made to include
them as a surprise element in the Republic
Day fly parade. The first batch of the IAF pi-
lots are also back from the Soviet Union af-
ter receiving training on operating the air-
craft.

IRAN HOSTAGE CRISIS
ATOP IRANIAN negotiator indicated for the
first time today that Iran has dropped its de-
mand that the US deposit $ 24 billion in
Algerian banks before the 52 American
hostages being held in Iran are held. Iran also
has asked for international guarantees.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Long after he has gone, Trump’s Capitol outrage will be remembered with a
shudder and a shiver. With anger, pain and shame, the riot reflected all that

went wrong under this most despicab

le of American leaders.”
—THE OBSERVER

Engaging the neighbour

For Delhi, the choice is not between intervention and non-intervention within the subcontinent.
Itis about managing the dynamic interaction between the domestic politics of India and its neighbours

RA]A‘NLIANDALA
BY C. RAJA MOHAN

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar’s travels to Sri
Lanka last week and the incoming visit of
Nepal's foreign minister, Pradeep Gyawali, this
week bring India’s neighbourhood diplomacy
back into focus. The two visits also highlight
the perennial questions on India’s role in the
domestic politics of other South Asian nations.

India’s reluctance to be drawn into the
latest round of political turmoil in
Kathmandu has drawn much attention.
Delhi’s refusal is in contrast to Beijing’s active
effort to preserve the unity of the ruling
communist party in Kathmandu.

Has India finally recognised the virtue of
non-intervention in the internal affairs of its
neighbouring countries? And is Beijing break-
ing fromits proclaimed principle of non-inter-
ference in other societies?

Not so fast. Neither Delhi nor Beijing are
departing from the basic traditions of their
foreign policy towards the neighbours.
Interventions on their periphery have been
an enduring feature of Indian and Chinese
foreign policy. The problemis less with their
diplomatic practice than the misleading
public discourse on the principles of “sov-
ereignty and non-intervention”.

ThatIndia can’t simply stand apart from
the domestic politics of its neighbours was
quite evident during Jaishankar’s remarks
in Colombo. Jaishankar underlined the im-
portance of Colombo addressing the expec-
tations of the Sri Lankan Tamil minority for
“equality, justice, peace and dignity” within
aunited Sri Lanka.

China’s rhetoric on non-intervention
never corresponded with the reality of its
foreign policy. In the 1960s and 1970s, it
fanned communist revolutions all across
Asia. There was a brief pause during Deng
Xiaoping's tenure when China sought to
end Maoist excesses at home and abroad to
focus on economic development.

As China became strong and its interests
inthe neighbourhood began to grow, it deter-
mined to shape outcomes in other societies.
China’s current behaviour in Nepal is not an
exception to the rule; it is very much part of
China’s current interventionist strategy across
Asia and beyond.

Tomake mattersalittle more complicated,
India and China always insist that other coun-
tries should stop interfering in their respective
internal affairs. It is tempting to call out this
hypocrisy; but big nations always intervene in
other nations but fend off potential threats to
their own sovereignty.

That does not, of course, prevent others
from messing with Delhi and Beijing. Most re-
cently, India reacted strongly to the Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s comments on
the farmers' agitation. The USand its allies reg-
ularly criticise China’s domestic policies, most
recently Beijing’s actions in Hong Kong. Delhi
and Beijing have a long record of accusing the
other of interference in their domestic politics.

Intervention is part of international life;
and the rhetoric on sovereignty in the in-

ternational discourse tends to be, as one
scholar put it, “organised hypocrisy”. All
powers — big and small — frequently vio-
late the principle of sovereignty.

The concept of national sovereignty was
never absolute. The ability to secure one’s sov-
ereignty depends on a state’s comprehensive
national power. Big nations tend to intervene
more, and the smaller ones find ways to man-
age this through the politics of balancing
against their large neighbours.

Ironically, preventing intervention by one
power invites intervention by another. For
example, Nepal has long resented India’s in-
terventions and saw Beijing as a benign
neighbour. But as it gets closer to China to
balance India, Nepal finds Beijing has its own
imperatives for intervention.

The pressure for external intervention of-
ten comes from major domestic constituen-
cies within. Forexample, the conflict between
Sinhala majority and Tamil minority in Sri
Lanka produces Chennai’s political pressure
on Delhi to intervene in Sri Lanka.

The demand sometimes comes from out-
side. In Nepal, for example, elite competition
sees different factions trying to mobilise exter-
nal powers to gain the advantage over their do-
mesticrivals.In recent years, we have also seen
the intense interaction between domestic
power struggles and external powers like India
and China. The Maldives is one example.

For India, the question is not about choos-
ing between intervention and non-interven-
tion. It is about carefully managing the un-
avoidable and dynamic interaction between
the domestic political processes of India and
its neighbours. Given the nature of South Asia's
political geography, very few problems can be
isolated within the territories of nations. There
isalso the tension between the shared cultural
identity in the subcontinent and the determi-
nation of the smaller nations to define a con-
temporary identity independent of India.

The bitter legacies of Partition leave the do-
mestic political dynamics of Bangladesh, India
and Pakistan tied together and complicate their
interaction as separate sovereign entities.
India’s relations with its smaller neighbours
are also burdened by the legacy of India’s past
hegemony and the emerging challenges to it.

India can neither stand apart nor jump
into every domestic conflict within the
neighbourhood. The real question, then is,

The bitter legacies of
Partition leave the domestic
political dynamics of
Bangladesh, India and
Pakistan tied together and
complicate their interaction
as separate sovereign
entities. India’s relations
with its smaller neighbours
are also burdened by the
legacy of India’s past
hegemony and the emerging
challenges to it. India can
neither stand apart nor jump
into every domestic conflict
within the neighbourhood.
The real question, then is,
when to intervene and when
to avoid it. There is no single
formula to guide policy on
this score. It is always about
political judgement about
specific situations.

CR Sasikumar

when to intervene and when to avoid it.
There is no single formula to guide policy on
this score. It is always about political judge-
ment about specific situations.

If the concept of national sovereignty is
limited by circumstance, sois the effectiveness
of third-party intervention. External interven-
tions in the domestic politics of neighbours are
rarely successful and produce unintended con-
sequences that acquire a life of their own.

Big powers tend to underestimate the
costs of intervention in their neighbour-
hood and overestimate the prospects for
success. Active and direct intervention in
the domestic politics of neighbours must
be a prudent exception rather than the rule
in India’s regional diplomacy.

Even the most powerful nations find it hard
tocompel the smallest states todowhatis right
onsuchissues as democratic governance, mi-
nority rights and federalism. They must come
out of the organic evolution of each society.
Democracy and good governance can never
be an outsider’s gifts to a nation.

India can encourage, but can’t really
force Colombo and Kathmandu to respect
the rights of Tamils and Madhesis. But given
the intricate web of linkages across South
Asian borders, Delhi can’t avoid dealing with
these difficult issues either.

The subcontinent has historically been an
integrated geopolitical space with a shared
civilisational heritage. Equally true is the real-
ity of multiple contemporary sovereignties
within South Asia. In dealing with these twin
realities, the principles guiding India’s engage-
ment are not too difficult to discern.

As Jaishankar promised Sri Lankan lead-
ers in Colombo, “India will always be a de-
pendable partner and reliable friend” and
is committed to strengthening bilateral ties
“on the basis of mutual trust, mutual inter-
est, mutual respect and mutual sensitivity”.
These are not easy principles to follow. But
the new vocabulary on “mutual respect and
mutual sensitivity” is certainly welcome.
Delhi’s consistent pursuit of this framework
could help India better manage the com-
plex dynamic with its neighbours.

The writer is director, Institute of South Asian
Studies, National University of Singapore and
a contributing editor on international affairs

forThe Indian Express

Step back from the abyss

Both government and farmers need to re-evaluate their positions

AJAY VIR JAKHAR

“UNFORTUNATELY, THE clock is ticking, the
hours are going by. The past increases, the
future recedes. Possibilities decreasing, re-
grets mounting,” Haruki Murakami’s words
best describe the farmers’ protest and plight.

Frustrations about a decade of low
farm-gate prices form the genesis of the
farmers’ protests — a consequence of the
government’s carefully crafted agenda to
keep placated the urban consumer vote
bank which costs farmers their livelihoods
and dignity. In face of the determined agi-
tation, the government realises it has erred;
yet, without acknowledging as much, it has
relented to amend the Acts within weeks of
their enactment.

But, the farmers demand that the Acts be
repealed. Their point is best exemplified by
an analogy: A family, on purchasing a new
car, takes delivery. Before they can leave the
showroom compound, the car stutters and
stops. On closer examination it is found the
electricals have failed and the engine has a
manufacturing defect. The company offers
to repair the car free of cost. But, what does
the family do? The family obviously wants a
replacement not a repaired car. Similarly, the
farmers want the Acts to be replaced not
amended. Theseus’ paradox too asks
whether a ship that has had all its parts re-
placed is still the same ship.

Seeing tens of thousands descend on
Delhi, the hate spewing social media brigade,
anchors of some media channels, and polit-

ically motivated members of the academia
flush with past successes in subduing
demonstrations against the government, be-
gan a media blitzkrieg to vilify the agitating
farmers. The protests morphed into a nation-
wide movement that has gathered interna-
tional attention. Worse, a cold-blooded at-
tempt was made to divide farmers on
religious, occupational and regional identi-
ties. The trolls have not only antagonised the
farmers, but they have also damaged the
Prime Minister’s image considerably. His
good intentions have been laid to waste.

Faced with the police, Central govern-
ment forces digging 10-feet broad trenches
in the national highway, cement blocks
topped with concertina wires, cranes park-
ing shipping containers and tear gas can-
isters to stop protesters from entering
Delhi, the farmers get the feeling that they
are mere supplicants and not equal citizens
at the gates of what is now the new
Republic of India.

The strategy to make farmers believe
they were alone and could be defeated
seems to have backfired. Talking to the
farmers sleeping in tractor trollies, shiver-
ing in the biting wet winter cold, one gets
the sense that this is what led to hardening
of their stand for a complete repeal of the
three Acts. It’s time for the leadership to put
aleash onthe trolls as they are painting the
Centre into a corner from where it is be-
coming increasingly difficult for it to extract

itself honourably.

The compassion shown by government
interlocutors in the meetings with farmers
is contradictory to how leaders address the
issue in public - this adds to the distrust.
This makes a negotiated settlement even
more problematic. Though I suspect the
problem runs deeper.

Even after a better understanding and
eight rounds of discussions, the central gov-
ernment has refused to repeal the Acts be-
cause it feels such a step will set a bad prece-
dent and open a pandora's box of
demonstrations for caste reservations, mi-
nority rights and most probably by labour
unions who feel they've been literally hung
out to dry by the labour law reforms.

Like a manna from heaven, the
Supreme Court has redeemed itself by pro-
viding an amicable solution to the stale-
mate by suggesting that the Acts be held in
abeyance. In light of the trust deficit and
point-blank refusal to repeal the Acts, the
government will be wise to accept the
Court’s suggestion. It is common knowl-
edge that with the present Acts, it's impos-
sible to achieve the PM'’s promise of “dou-
bling farmers income”.

The government should re-evaluate its
response and agree to four other points.
One, circulate the draft of the amended
Acts; two, explicitly define its MSP commit-
ment; three, hold wide ranging consulta-
tions with various stakeholders; four, if it is

unagreeable to a one-person committee,
constitute a small committee — otherwise
itwill be interpreted as a ruse to scuttle the
issue. The Acts, though, can’t be set right
even with amendments. Not only because
the farmers are demanding it, but to usher
in the much needed tangible agricultural
reforms, it would actually be wise to put in
place a new legal framework.

Today, the perception is that farmers
are on one side of the trenches and the gov-
ernment on the other. This is a pivotal mo-
ment for the government and it should not
have come to this. In every negotiation,
both sides must have a face saver for the
victory to have a lasting and positive im-
pact. In the present circumstances, it’s ab-
solutely essential to provide a way for the
farmers to return home with dignity. Heart
wrenching tales of distraught farmers re-
turning home in hundreds of thousands,
feeling betrayed is an omen of bad tidings.
Before the storm begins to take a turn for
the worse or begins to ebb, it is time also
for the farmers to reassess and seek posi-
tive concessions, because at the end of the
agitation, no one would want a status quo
ante, that is inevitable otherwise. A learn-
ing that I wrung out of the agony is that “it
is better to have smart foes than a foolish
band of cohorts.”

The writer is chairman,
Bharat Krishak Samaj
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Covid can’t be an excuse to avoid assembly of
Parliament. Steps must be taken to ensure full-
fledged resumption of parliamentary work

ADHIR RANJAN
CHOWDHURY

WHAT STARTED in Wuhan in the winter of
2019 set off a crisis across the world through-
out2020and threatens to castits shadow on
the new year too. The COVID-19 curve in
India appears reassuring, though arenewed
spike cannot be ruled out given reports of the
new strain. But every aspect of the nation —
social, economic, cultural, educational to po-
litical — remains severely impacted. Like
elsewhere, our government is working to
overcome this impasse: With ordinances
promulgated, several policy decisions and
new pieces of legislation hurriedly passed,
all efforts are towards aligning our national
system to the “new normal”. Walter
Lippman once said that in ademocracy, the
Oppositionis not only tolerated as constitu-
tional but it must be maintained because itis
indispensable. In the new normal in India,
the role of the Oppositionis, therefore, more
arduous, challenging and critical.

More so, when the pandemic has led to
a marked downturn in the number of sit-
tings of Parliament. Last year, the House met
for just 33 sittings and the winter session of
Parliament is conspicuous by its absence.
COVID-19 was first reported in India on
January 30, 2020, and it almost coincided
with the budget session of Parliament,
which commenced on January 31. But the
session had to be adjourned sine die on
March 23 after the House reassembled on
March 2 post the recess from February 11.
The entire budget session thus witnessed
only 23 sittings with a total of 19 bills (18 in
Lok Sabha and one in Rajya Sabha) intro-
duced; 15 bills were passed by the Lok Sabha
and 13 by the Rajya Sabha.

The monsoon session met for 10 sit-
tings from September 14 to 23.
Significantly, it saw drastic changes in the
outlay of the List of Business of the House
with not a single day being allotted for the
transaction of Private Members' Business;
the starred list of questions was totally dis-
pensed with. However, this cannot be the
rule of law as it severely restricts the effec-
tive functioning of the House.

The fact thatevery oralanswer toastarred
question on the floor of the House by the min-
isteracts as anassurance by the government
mabkes it an important tool to hold the exec-
utive toaccount. In the limited time, a total of
16 government bills were introduced and 25
government bills were passed in the Lok
Sabha during the monsoon session.

We cannot be blind to the second COVID-
19 wave in many parts of the world. The ap-
proval for the two vaccines comes as great
relief but they are no magic bullets. Faheem
Younus, chief of infectious diseases at the
University of Maryland, has said that it could

take three years before the world is vacci-
nated. That COVID-19 will stay with us for a
long time is undeniable.

Insuchascenario, the efforts taken by the
Rajya Sabha Chairman and Lok Sabha
Speaker have been very encouraging. Under
theirleadership, suitable arrangements were
made for Parliament to assemble during the
monsoon session: A “shift system” was in-
troduced for the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha to meet separately, human interface
was significantly reduced and all other nec-
essary precautions were strictly adhered to.

[ strongly feel — and I am sure this is
echoed by my fellow legislators — that
avoiding regular assembly of the House is
not a solution. If we could meet under the
leadership of Hon'ble Chairs of both the
Houses when COVID-19 cases were soar-
ing, we can meet now as well. How, in the
name of the pandemic, can a people's rep-
resentative sit in the comfort of his or her
home especially when our farmers are sit-
ting on the roads for days together? We
should continue to meet, though for a
shorter period, to discuss farmers' issues,
other issues of urgent public importance
and transact the essential business of the
House with all the COVID-19 precautions
inplace.

We should remember B R Ambedkar's
opinion that the once-a-year meeting of the
Central Legislature under the Government
of India Act, 1935, was designed to avoid
scrutiny of the government by the legisla-
ture. We should, therefore, not meet merely
to fulfil the constitutional mandate under
Article 85 which says "...six months shall
notintervene between its last sitting in one
session and the date appointed for its first
sitting in the next session."” We need to
work out an alternative modus operandi,
somewhere between the virtual and real
meeting platforms, to facilitate the full-
fledged working of the House. And if the
need arises, we can take recourse to “mod-
ification of Rules and Procedures” to facili-
tate the same.

Atthe same time,adjournment or reduc-
tionin the sittings of the House should, inno
way, put a pause on the duties of the
Opposition. The role of the committees
should be reinforced: With limited mem-
bers, they serve as mini-Parliaments. All pre-
ventive medical advisories can be observed
while they work at full strength. If bills can-
not be discussed on the floor of the House
due to paucity of time, they should be re-
ferred to these committees, which can meet
frequently and scrutinise them.

In the pandemic, as the country is gov-
erned by ordinances, the Opposition is en-
trusted with the greater responsibility of
keeping a check on the executive, question-
ing its initiatives, being extra vigilant,
guarding the purse and ensuring all-round
accountability of the government. It is only
aresponsible Opposition that can enable
the government to guide the world’s
largest democracy amid all the challenges
posed by the pandemic.

The writeris leader of the Congress
in Lok Sabha

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SPEND MORE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘India's new
deal moment’ (IE, January 11).
Reaching our true potential is a multi-
fold process and the first benchmark
should be to reach Pre-Covid levels of
economic activity. And the only way to
achieve this is through public invest-
ment. The government must not worry
about the fiscal deficit.

Bal Govind, Noida

COURT AND POLITICS

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Owning the
crisis’ (IE, January 11). Time and again the
government has charged the judiciary
with encroaching on its domain. Now it
wants the judiciary tointervene and adju-
dicate on the validity of the three farms
laws s hard to stomach. Does the judiciary
have a magic wand to settle the con-
tentious and protracted issue? It is clear
that the government has shownlittle po-
litical acumen or understanding in deal-
ing with farmers’ grievances.

Deepak Singhal, Noida

NOT ENOUGH

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Twitter’s
Trump ban: BJP slams it, Congress says
welcome signal’ (IE, January 10). The
move is too little, and coming after a
mob egged on by US President Donald
Turmp laid siege to the Capitol build-
ing, it is too late. Trump has a long
record of sharing falsehoods and big-
otry on social media. Blocking a loud-
mouth or despot or leader of a mob is
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hardly the answer.

SSPaul, Nadia

BETTER SCHOOLS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The open
classroon, (IE January 11). Quality edu-
cation, accessible toeach and every child,
isthe need of the hour. First, public educa-
tion should be promoted as a majority of
children cannot afford to go to private
schools.Second, rote learning needs tobe
substituted with quality learning. Third,
a common education system should be
designed. This would ensure thatchildren
are not forced to drop out of their schools
especially in situations like the present
one. Fourth, something more than just a
degree should be required in the selection
process of teachers because they are shap-
ing the future of our country.

Sarachana Sisodia, Delhi

New Delhi
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Bidzina Ivanishvili

GEORGIA
Richestcitizen,
ruling party chief,
quits politics
BIDZINAIVANISHVIL] the
head of Georgia’s ruling
party and its richest citi-
zen, said on Monday he
was quitting politics, two
months aftera parliamen-
tary election his oppo-
nents allege was rigged.
Ivanishvili, 64, and his al-
lies in the ruling Georgian
Dream party, which won
the Oct. 31 election, deny
rigging it. International
observers said the vote,
which triggered street
protests, was broadly free
and fair. Ivanishvili, who
lives in a glass and steel
mansion that looms over
the Georgian capital
Thilisi,announced his po-
litical exit in a letter pub-
lished on his party’s social
media feeds, citing his age
and the party’s success in
establishing itself as a
dominant force. REUTERS

ITALY

Studentsstage
sit-intodemand

schools beopened

DOZENS OF students staged
a sit-in protest outside their
school in central Rome on
Monday, urging the govern-
ment to re-open the educa-
tion sector across the coun-
try after most of its 20
regions extended closures to
contain rising Covid-19 in-
fections. Italian schools re-
opened in mid-September
after a six-month stop, the
longest in Europe, but face-
to-face lessons in high
schools across the country
were gradually suspended
againamonth later duetoa
new surge in cases. “School
iscrucial. We are asking fora
safe return to face-to-faceac-
tivities,” student Emanuele
Santori said. REUTERS

VENEZUELA
23 deadinclash
between gangs

and police

AT LEAST 23 people died
over the weekend in a clash
between police and gangsin
Venezuela’s capital Caracas,
according to news reports
and human rights activists,
as the government faces in-
ternational scrutiny for
killings by security forces.
The bloodshed began on
Friday afternoon with anop-
eration by two police units,
the Special Action Forces,
known as FAES, and the
Special Tactical Operations
Units, knownas UOTE, inthe
gang-ridden neighborhood
of La Vega. It continued into
Saturday, activist Marino
Alvaradotweeted. REUTERS

ARTICLE OF IMPEACHMENT INTRODUCED

House Democrats charge Trump with
‘Inciting violence against the govt of US’

GOPblocks bid to demand that Pence act to remove President

NICHOLAS FANDOS
JANUARY 11

HOUSE DEMOCRATS on
Monday introduced an article of
impeachment against US
President Donald Trump for in-
citing a mob that attacked the
Capitol last week, vowing to
press the charge as Republicans
blocked a separate move to for-
mally call on Vice President Mike
Pence to strip him of power un-
der the 25th Amendment.

The dual actions came as
Speaker Nancy Pelosiand her cau-
cus sought to ratchet up pressure
on Pence to intervene and push
Trump to resign. If they did not,
the Democrats promised imme-
diate consequences for Trump’s
role in an attack that put the lives
of the vice president, members of
Congress and thousands of staff
working on Capitol Hill at risk as
officials met to formalise
President-elect Joe Biden’s victory.

“The President’s threat to
America is urgent, and so too will
be ouraction,” Pelosi said Mionday.

As expected, Republicans ob-
jected to a resolution calling on
Pence to invoke the 25th
Amendment, meaning that the
House would have to call a full
vote on the measure, most likely
on Tuesday. Democratic leaders
were confident it would pass,and
pressured Republican lawmakers
to vote with them to beseech the
vice president, who is said to be
opposed to using the powers out-
lined in the Constitution, todo so.

It was a remarkable threat. If

Security fencing surrounds the US Capitol on Monday. Reuters

Berlin: German Chancellor
Angela Merkel considers US
President Donald Trump’s
eviction from Twitter by the
company “problematic”, her
spokesman said Monday.
Asked about Twitter’s deci-
sion, Merkel’s spokesman,
Steffen Seibert, said the opera-
tors of social media platforms
“bear great responsibility for po-
litical communication not being
poisoned by hatred, by lies and

Merkel: Trump Twitter ban problematic

by incitement to violence.” He
said it’s right not to “stand back”
when such contentis posted, for
example by flagging it.

But Seibert also said free-
dom of opinion is a funda-
mental right of “elementary
significance”.

Merkel believes that the
intervention by social media
companies into this freedom
makes the move problematic,
he said. AP

Senate trial
dilemma
® forDems

EXPLAINED

WITH JUST over a week left
before the Biden administra-
tion takes office, many
Democrats are worried that
if the House sends articles of
impeachment to the Senate,
the trial that ensues could
take up all of Congress’ time
which would otherwise be
used to confirm Biden’s
Cabinet picks. This could de-
lay the new administration’s
Covid relief efforts, among
other things. The Democratic
leadership are now report-
edly considering impeaching
Trump withavote in the
House, but waiting for a few
weeks before holding a
Senate trial. Although Trump
would have left office by
then, if the Senate votes
against him, that could en-
sure that he can never run
for office again.

Pence does notintervene “within
24 hours” after passage and the
President does not resign, House
leaders said they would move as
early as Wednesday to consider
the impeachment resolution on
the floor, just a week after the at-
tack. Already more than 210
Democrats have signed onto the
leading charge, just shy of a ma-
jority of the House. Several
Republicans were said to be con-
sidering voting toimpeach for the
first time, though party leaders

Netanyahu orders
advancement of
plans to build West
Bank settler homes

JEFFREY HELLER
JERUSALEM, JANUARY 11

ISRAELI PRIME Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu ordered
construction plans advanced on
Monday for some 800 Jewish set-
tler homes in the occupied West
Bank, anchoring the projects in
the final days of the pro-settle-
ment Trump administration.

Palestinians condemned
such construction as illegal. The
timing of the move appeared to
be an attempt to set Israel’s blue-
print in indelible ink before Joe
Biden, who has been critical of
its settlement policies, becomes
US president on Jan. 20.

Moving ahead with the proj-
ects could help shore up sup-
port for Netanyahu from set-
tlers and their backers in a
March 23 election, Israel’s
fourth in two years, in which
the conservative leader faces
new challenges from the right.

An announcement by
Netanyahu'’s office said about
800 homes would be builtin the
settlements of Beit El and Givat
Zeev, north of Jerusalem, and in
Tal Menashe, Rehelim, Shavei

Moving ahead with the
projects could help shore up
support for Netanyahu from
settlers in the upcoming polls

Shomron, Barkan and Karnei
Shomron in the northern West
Bank. It gave no starting date for
construction.

“Itisan attempt to race against
time and benefit from the last
daysof the current US administra-
tion,” Wasel Abu Youssef,a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of
the Palestine Liberation
Organisation, told Reuters.

The Donald Trump adminis-
tration has effectively backed
Israel’s right to build West Bank
settlements by abandoning a
long-held US position that they
breakinternational law. REUTERS

were opposed.

The four-page impeachment
article charges Trump with “in-
citing violence against the gov-
ernment of the United States”
when he sowed bogus claims
about election fraud and encour-
aged his supporters atarally out-
side the White House to take ex-
traordinary measures to stop the
counting of electoral votes un-
derway at the Capitol. A short
time later, rioters mobbed the
building, ransacking the seat of

American government and
killing a Capitol Police officer.
Four others also died as a result
of injuries or medical emergen-
cies on Capitol grounds.

Last minute changes were
made late Sunday to include a
reference to the 14th
Amendment, the post-Civil War
era addition to the Constitution
that prohibits anyone who “en-
gaged in insurrection or rebel-
lion” against the US from hold-
ing future office. NYT

Biden picks veteran diplomat
William Burns as CIA director

MATTHEW LEE
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 1

US PRESIDENT-ELECT Joe Biden
announced Monday he has cho-
sen veteran diplomat William
Burns to be his CIA director.

A former ambassador to
Russiaand Jordan, Burns, 64, had
a 33-year career at the State
Department under Republican
and Democratic presidents. He
rose through the ranks to be-
come deputy secretary of state
before retiringin 2014 to run the
Carnegie Endowment of
International Peace.

Amid tumult in the State

Burns has had a 33-year
career at the US State
Department

Department after Donald Trump
took office in 2017, Burns held his
tongue until lastyear when he be-
gan writing highly critical pieces
on Trump’s policies in Foreign
Affairs and other publications. AP

Arnold Schwarzenegger likens
Capitol siege to Nazi violence

REUTERS
JANUARY 11

HOLLYWOOD ACTOR and former
California governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger has compared
the storming of the US Capitol by
supporters of President Donald
Trump to Nazi violence against
Jewsinavideo posted on Twitter.

Schwarzenegger, a Republican
Party member and long-time
critic of Trump, likened the siege
at the Capitol Building last week
to “Kristallnacht”, or the Night of
Broken Glass, when Jewish-

He made the
remarksina
Twitter video

owned businesses and institu-
tions were destroyed by the Nazis
in 1938 and dozens were killed.

“They did not just break down
the doors of the building that
housed American democracy.
They trampled the very principles
on which our country was
founded,” he said in the video
published on his official Twitter
accounton Sunday.

China: WHO
experts arriving
Thursday for
investigation
into virus origins

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING, JANUARY 11

EXPERTS FROM the World
Health Organisation are due to
arrive in China this week for a
long-anticipated investigation
into the origins of the coron-
avirus pandemic, the govern-
ment said Monday.

The experts will arrive on
Thursday and meet with Chinese
counterparts, the National Health
Commission said in a one-sen-
tence statement that gave no
other details. It wasn’t immedi-
ately clear whether the experts
would be travelling to the city of
Wuhan, where the coronavirus
was first detected in late 2019.

Negotiations for the visit have
long been underway. WHO
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus ex-
pressed disappointment last
week over delays, saying that
members of the international sci-
entific team departing from their
home countries had already
started on their trip as part of an
arrangement between the WHO
and the Chinese government.

Foreign Ministry spokesper-
sonZhao Lijian said China had ap-
proved the visit following consul-
tations between the sides and
called it an opportunity to “ex-
change views with Chinese scien-
tistsand medical experts onscien-
tific cooperation on the tracing of
the origin of the new coronavirus.”

“Along with continuous
changes in the epidemic situa-
tion, our knowledge of the virus
deepens, and more early cases
are discovered,” Zhao told re-
porters at adaily briefing, adding
that the search for the origin will
likely involve “multiple coun-
tries and localities.”

INDONESIAN DIVERS FIND MORE WRECKAGE

Indonesian Navy members pull up a piece of debris during a search for the remains from
Sriwijaya Air flight SJ 182, which crashed into the sea off the Jakarta coast. Divers scoured the
sea bed on Monday, retrieving human remains and pieces of plane wreckage. Okky Bisma, a
flight attendant on the plane, was identified by his fingerprints, a police official said. Reuters

Sri Lanka govt to drop case against MP
over murder of senior Tamil politician

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, JANUARY 11

AMURDER case against asitting
MP, and close political ally of the
Rajapaksas’ SLPP, in connection
with the 2005 killing of a senior
Tamil parliamentarian, is set to
be dropped, the Sri Lankan
Attorney General’s Department
told a court in the eastern town
of Batticaloa on Monday.
Joseph Pararajasingham, a vet-

eran Tamil politician, was killed
on Christmas Eve 0f2005. Agun-
man had stormed a church and
opened fire at Pararajasingham,
thenasenior member of the Tamil
National Alliance (TNA).

The then chief minister of the
eastern province, Sivanesathurai
Chandrakanthan alias Pilleyan,
was accused of the murder. He
was a political ally of the then
president Mahinda Rajapaksa.

With the change of govern-
ment in 2015, when Mahinda

Rajapaksa was defeated, Pilleyan
was arrested in October of 2015.

Meanwhile, Pilleyan was
elected to Parliament in the
August 5, 2020 general election
and immediately became part of
the current government of
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
the younger brother of Mahinda.

Speaking to reporters
Monday, Pilleyan said, “The whole
case was politically motivated and
Iwas remanded based on a state-
ment by two individuals.”

LAWS CHANGED T0O FORMALISE PRACTICES THAT ARE ALREADY COMMON IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD

Pope says women can read at Mass, but still can’t be priests

NICOLE WINFIELD
ROME, JANUARY 11

POPE FRANCIS changed church
law Monday to explicitly allow
women to do more things dur-
ing Mass, granting them access
to the most sacred place on the
altar, while continuing to affirm
that they cannot be priests.
Francis amended the law to
formalise and institutionalise
what is common practice in
many parts of the world: that
women can be installed as lectors,
to read the Gospel, and serve on
the altar as eucharistic ministers.
Previously, such roles were offi-
cially reserved to men even

though exceptions were made.
Francis said he was making
the change to increase recogni-
tion of the “precious contribu-
tion” women make in the
church, while emphasizing that
all baptised Catholics have arole
to play in the church’s mission.
But he also noted that doing
so further makes a distinction
between “ordained” ministries
such as the priesthood and dia-
conate, and ministries open to
qualified laity. The Vatican re-
serves the priesthood for men.
The change comes as Francis
remains under pressure to allow
women to be deacons — minis-
ters who perform many of the
same functions as priests, such

Pope Francis said he was making the change to increase
recognition of the “precious contribution” women make in
the church. A

as presiding at weddings, bap-
tisms and funerals. Currently, the

ministry is reserved for men
even though historians say the

ministry was performed by
women in the early church.

Francis has created a second
commission of experts to study
whether women could be dea-
cons, after a first one failed to
reach a consensus.

Advocates for expanding the
diaconate to include women say
doing so would give women
greater say in the ministry and
governance of the church, while
also helping address priest short-
agesin several parts of the world.

Opponents say allowing it
would become a slippery slope
toward ordaining women to the
priesthood.

Phyllis Zagano, who was a
member of the pope’s first study

commission, called the changes
important given they represent
the first time the Vatican has ex-
plicitly and through canon law al-
lowed women access to the altar.
She said it was a necessary first
step before any official consider-
ation of the diaconate forwomen.

“This is the first movement to
allow womeninside the sanctu-
ary,” said Zagano. “That’s a very
big deal.”

Noting that bishops have
long called for such a move, she
said it opens the door to further
progress. “You can’t be ordained
as deacons unless you're in-
stalled as lectors or accolytes,”
said Zagano, a professor of reli-
gion at Hofstra University. AP

New Delhi

Police clash with supporters of the monarchy in Kathmandu. AP

Nepal: Police clash with
pro-monarchy crowd

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, JANUARY 11

CLASHES ERUPTED between po-
lice and supporters of the
monarchy as thousands were
marching to the federal secre-
tariatin Kathmandu on Monday
to pay homage to the late King
Prithvi Narayan Shah — architect
of modern Nepal — on his 299th
birth anniversary.

Riot police wielding teargas
shells, and with a water canon
deployed nearby, stopped the
crowd about three hundred
metres away from the Ramshah
Path crossing, where a life size
statue of the king stands. The
police action came after the
crowd insisted on garlanding
the statue. The crowd also
raised pro-monarchy slogans
near the statue.

Actor Manisha Koirala, who
was part of the anniversary cel-
ebration committee, was al-
lowed to move to the statue with
around two dozen others. But
police snatched floral wreaths
and garlands from the crowd.

“It's a shame, and a con-
demnable act that the govern-
ment has refused to honour the
right to expression and assembly
universally guaranteed by the hu-
man rights of the people,” Koirala
said after she was refused permis-
sion to speak near the statue. “I
wanted to express my pride for my
Nepali identify, which like all
Nepalis, I owe to King Prithvi
Narayan Shah who formed mod-
ern Nepal,” she said.

The incident took place hours
after Nepal President Bidhya
DeviBhandari remembered the
late king as a hero that the nation
should always remember.

Harris team says it was
blindsided by Vogue cover

Wilmington: US Vice President-
electKamalaHarris haslanded on
the cover of the February issue of
Voguie magazine, but her team says
there’s a problem: the shot of the
country’s soon-to-be No. 2 leader
isn’t what both sides had agreed
upon, her team says.

Instead of the powder blue
power suit Harris wore for her
cover shoot, the first woman
elected vice president is instead
seen in more casual attire and
wearing Converse Chuck Taylor
sneakers, which she sometimes
wore on the campaign trail.

In a statement, Vogue said it
went with the more informal im-
age of Harris for the cover because
the photo captured her “authen-
tic, approachable nature, which
we feel is one of the hallmarks of
the Biden-Harris administration.”

| % Kamala

s Harris on
Vogue’s
cover. Credit:
| @voguemagazine
¥ Twitter account

Harris posed in the light blue suit
for the magazine’s cover. She also
posed, more casually dressed in
slacks, a blazer and sneakers in
front of a pink and green back-
ground, for photos that were
planned for inside the magazine,
a person from Harris’ team said.
The cover also generated outrage
on social media as posters ex-
pressed disappointment in how
the magazine decided to present
the nation’s first female vice pres-
ident oniits cover. AP
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New device
coronavirus

AN ADVANCED biosensing platform
can detect, within seconds, antibodies
specificto SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus
that causes Covid-19, researchers have
reported in the journal Advanced
Materials. In addition to testing, the
platform will help to quantify patient
immunological response to the new
vaccines with precision, according to
Carnegie Mellon University, whose re-
searchers authored the study in collab-
oration with colleagues from University
of Pittsburgh (Pitt) and University of
Pittsburgh Medical Centre (UPMC).

The breakthrough test would re-
quire a very small drop of blood from
a fingertip (less than five microlitres)
to identify two antibodies, which are
specific to the virus’s spike S1 protein
and receptor binding domain (RBD).
Through an electrochemical reaction
within a handheld microfluidic de-
vice, the nanomaterial-based plat-
form can detect antibody concentra-
tions at an extremely low level — one
picomolar (0.15
nanograms per millil-
itre), Carnegie Mellon
said ina statement on the
research. It said the re-
sults are sent almost im-
mediately to a simple in-
terface onasmart phone.
The device can be
cleaned (i.e. regenerated)
within one minute using
a special chemistry dis-
covered by the re-
searchers that allows multiple, suc-
cessive readings from the same
device, the researchers said.

"We utilised the latestadvancesin
materials and manufacturing such as
nanoparticle 3D printing to create a
device that rapidly detects Covid-19
antibodies," Carnegie Mellon quoted
mechanical engineering professor
Rahul Panat as saying. Panat uses spe-
cialised additive manufacturing tech-
niques for research ranging from
brain-computer interfaces to biomon-
itoring devices.

The testing platformis based onan
additive manufacturing technology,
called aerosol jet 3D printing. Tiny, in-
expensive gold electrodes are printed
atnanoscale using aerosol droplets that
are thermally sintered together. This
causes a rough, irregular surface that
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can detect
antibodies

in seconds: study

Schematic representation of the
device. Carnegie Mellon University

providesincreased surface areaand an
enhanced electrochemical reaction,
where antibodies can latch on to anti-
gens coated on the electrode. The spe-
cificgeometry allows the device toload
more proteins for detection.

This results in very accurate, quick
results, Carnegie Mellon said, adding
that the test has a very low error rate
because the binding reaction between
the antibody and antigen used in the
device is highly selective.
The researchers were able
to exploit this natural de-
sign to their advantage.

"Because our tech-
nique can quantify the
immune response to vac-
cination, it is very rele-
vant in the current envi-
ronment,” Panat was
quoted as saying. Panat
collaborated with Shou-
Jiang Gao of UPMC and
Pitt, and lead author Azahar Alj, a re-
searcher in Panat's lab.

Because the platform is generic, it
can be used for the rapid detection of
biomarkers for other infectious agents
such as Ebola, HIV, and Zika, Carnegie
Mellon said.

The device, which has a provi-
sional patent, is inexpensive to make
(in the tens of dollars). And, the man-
ufacturing capabilities already exist.

“My research team was working
on 3D printed high-performance sen-
sors to detect dopamine, a chemical
in brain, when we realised that we
could adapt our work for Covid-19
testing. We shifted our research to ap-
ply our expertise to combatting this
devastating pandemic,” Panat was
quoted as saying.

Source: Carnegie Mellon University

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

India at UN high table

Indiais back as a non-permanent member on the United Nations Security Council. Alook at its seven
previous terms, and what its agenda will be amid events concerning China, Pakistan and the US

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 11

AT A time when the US is going through a
chaotic transition in leadership, China is hop-
ing to become the pre-eminent global power,
and Pakistan is trying to rake up Kashmir and
the human rights situation in India, India has
entered the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) as a non-permanent member this
month. It will stay on the council for two years.

India at UNSC

India has served in the UN Security Council
seven times previously.

M In 1950-51, India, as President of UNSC,
presided over the adoption of resolutions call-
ing for cessation of hostilities during the Korean
War and for assistance to Republic of Korea.

B In 1967-68, India co-sponsored
Resolution 238 extending mandate of UN mis-
sionin Cyprus.

M In 1972-73, India pushed strongly for ad-
mission of Bangladesh into UN. The resolution
was not adopted because of aveto by a perma-
nent member.

M In 1977-78, India was a strong voice for
Africainthe UNSCand spoke against apartheid.
Then External Affairs Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee spoke in UNSC for Namibia’s inde-
pendencein 1978.

M In 1984-85, India was a leading voice in
UNSC for resolution of conflicts in the Middle
East, especially Palestine and Lebanon.

M In 1991-92, PM PV Narasimha Rao par-
ticipated in the first ever summit-level meet-
ing of the UNSC and spoke onits role in main-
tenance of peace and security.

MIn2011-2012, India was a strong vice for
developing world, peacekeeping, counter-ter-
rorismand Africa. First statement on Syria was
during India’s Presidency at the UNSC.

During the 2011-12 term, India chaired the
UNSC 1373 Committee concerning Counter-
Terrorism, the 1566 Working Group concern-
ing threat to international peace and security
by terroristacts, and Security Council 751/1907
Committee concerning Somalia and Eritrea.

India played an active role in discussions
onallissuesrelated to international peace and
security, including several new challenges
which the UNSCwas called upon to deal with
in Afghanistan, Cote d'Ivoire, Irag, Libya, South
Sudan, Syria and Yemen. In view of the threat

Hardeep Singh Puri, then India’s Permanent Representative to the UN, during
India’s last stint in the UNSC during 2011-12. Twitter/@MFAIndia

posed to international trade and security by
piracy off the coast of Somalia, India promoted
international cooperation against the pirates.

At India’s initiative, the Security Council
mandated international cooperation for re-
lease of hostages taken by pirates as well as for
prosecution of those taking hostages and those
aiding and abetting these acts.

India also worked for enhancing interna-
tional cooperation in counter-terrorism, pre-
vention of the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction to non-state actors, and the
strengthening of UN peacekeeping and peace-
building efforts.

Politics within UNSC

The seven previous terms have given
Indian diplomats the experience of how diplo-
macy is conducted at the multilateral setting.

Chinmaya R Gharekhan, India’s Permanent
Representative at the UN during the 1991-1992
UNSC stint, wrote in his book The Horseshoe
Table that the five permanent members would
like the non-permanent members to be “co-
operative”, and no stand in the way of major
resolutions.

Most non-permanent members get influ-
enced by the P-5 members, Gharekhan wrote.
“They did not wish to irritate the permanent
members, and were keen to be perceived by
them as ‘cooperative’. This was precisely how
the permanent members would like the non-
permanent members to behave. The Indians
took their work more seriously, and conse-
quently had to fight a lonely battle.”

This was the time when the Gulf War
erupted and India voted in favour of the US-
sponsored resolution in April 1991. “India’s
vote was dictated by pragmatic considerations.
The Americans had made it clear to India, in
Washington as well as in New Delhi, that fail-
ure to support the resolution would make it
very difficult for them to help India in the
World Bank and the IME” Gharekhan wrote.
India was going through a severe balance-of-
payment crisis, and needed funds from these
organisations. Also, India needed the US oniits
side, if and when the Kashmir issue came up.

Twenty years later, when India again be-
came anon-permanent member at the UNSC,
it was stronger economically but still had to
negotiate politics within the Council.

India’s then Permanent Representative,
Hardeep Singh Puri (now Union Minister of
Civil Aviation and Housing) wrote in Perilous
Interventions: The Security Council and the
Politics of Chaos: “Most professional diplomats
shed their innocence before they arrive at the
horse-shoe table around which the Security
Council meets. In the real world of foreign and
security policy, decision makers are invariably
confronted by cruel choices that are equally
problematic and come in various shades of
lousy. Practitioners are acutely conscious that
itis only diplomacy’s outward packaging that
iscouched inacommitment toa higher moral
purpose. The shameless pursuit of narrowly
defined interests is most often the motivation
and seldom raises eyebrows in the world of
multilateral diplomacy.”

Issues before India

UNREFORMS: New Delhi has said itises-
sential that the Security Council is expanded
in both the permanent and non-permanent
categories. It says India is eminently suited for
permanent UNSC membership by any objec-
tive criteria, such as population, territorial size,
GDP, economic potential, civilisational legacy,
cultural diversity, political system and pastand
ongoing contributions to UN activities —espe-
cially to UN peacekeeping operations.

TERRORISM: The international effort
against terrorism is a key priority for India in
the UN. With the objective of providing a com-
prehensive legal framework to combat terror-
ism, India took the initiative to pilot a draft
Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism (CCIT) in 1996. A text of the
Convention is being negotiated in the 6th
Committee of the UN General Assembly.

India worked closely with its partners in
the UNSC to ensure the listing of Pakistan-
based terrorist Masood Azhar under the
UNSC's 1267 Sanctions Committee (May 2019)
concerning al-Qaida and ISIS and associated
individuals and entities, which was pending
since 2009.

The China challenge

India is entering the UNSC at a time when
Beijing is asserting itself at the global stage
much more vigorously than ever. It heads at
least six UN organisations — and has chal-
lenged the global rules.

China’s aggressive behaviour in the Indo-
Pacific as well as the India-China border has
been visible in all of 2020, and New Delhi will
have to think on its feet to counter Beijing.

AtPakistan’s behest, China has tried toraise
theissue of Kashmirat the UNSC — but has not
found much support. There is some discussion
among the strategic community in New Delhi
onraising the issues of Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Tibet at the UNSC. New Delhi will weigh the
pros and cons with partners on what steps to
take in this direction.

But, the polarising politics inside India gives
a window of opportunity to its rivals, and
opens up the possibility of criticism — espe-
cially on human rights issues.

AsNew Delhi engages with allies and plays
its cards at the UNSC, it will be mindful of vet-
eran diplomat Gharekhan’s advice about the
Security Council in his book: “Nothing remains
secret in this leakiest of all organisations.”

Breathing rate and the risk of virus infection

KABIR FIRAQUE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 11

BREATHING SLOW can bring various health
benefits — but not as far as airborne transmis-
sion of disease is concerned. In a new study
published in Physics of Fluids, a journal of the
American Institute of Physics, [IT Madras re-
searchers have found that a lower breathing
frequency — and holding one’s breath — in-
creases the risk of virus-laden droplets reach-
ing the deep lung.

The complex lung

Our bodies fight off much of the aerosols
we inhale before they can deposit themselves
inthe inner lung, thanks to the complex geom-
etry of the extrathoracic region and the lungs.
Partof the aerosols are flushed out in the form
of mucus, while those that cross the nasal pas-
sage would still have to navigate the complex
branching structure that define the lung.

The study looked at the dynamics of mi-
crometre-sized droplets through such micro-
channels, mimicking the lung environment.
“Transport of material — particles or gases —
inthe deep lung(as we approach the acinus or
blood barrier)is purely diffusive. This diffusive
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How deposition of aerosol varies over
time for different breathing
frequencies and breath hold times. The
y-axis plots the fraction of inhaled
aerosols that is deposited in the lung.
Mallik, Mukherjee & Panchagnula, Physics of Fluids

nature ensures that gases are able to diffuse
much faster than particles. This is part of the
body’s own protection against aerosol parti-
cles reaching the blood,” said Mahesh
Panchagnula, professor of applied mechanics
atlIT Madras.

“Since different individuals are likely to
have differing lung morphometry (dimensions
associated with bronchioles), their inherent
protection s likely to be different,” he told The
Indian Express. Prof Panchagnula and col-
leagues have done previous work highlighting
the variability in aerosol uptake from individ-
ual toindividual —a possible reason why some
people are more susceptible to airborne dis-
eases than others.

Modelling the flow

Asaproxy for the airways in the lung called
bronchioles, the researchers used microcapil-
laries of diameter ranging from 0.3 to2 mm. A
syringe pump simulated breathing in these
microcapillaries. Generated from water mixed
with fluorescent particles, the aerosols could
be tracked as they moved and deposited in the
capillaries. After measuring the deposition of
aerosols, the researchers characterised the
quantity of aerosol that would be deposited in
abronchiole as a function of its dimensions.

The findings

B The experiments showed that low
breathing frequency — the number of breaths
per minute —increases the time the virus stays
inside, and therefore increases the chances of

deposition and consequently infection.

M The research found a correlation be-
tween deposition and the aspect ratio of the
capillaries, suggesting that droplets are likely to
depositinlonger bronchioles.

BMeasurements showed that hen the flow
of aerosol movement is steady, the particles
deposit via diffusion; when the flow is turbu-
lent, the particles deposit via impaction.

Diffusion and impaction are two of the
three mechanisms by which aerosols are de-
posited in various regions of the lung, the third
being sedimentation (under the effect of grav-
ity). Impaction happens when the droplets are
moving so fast that they do not faithfully fol-
low the air, and instead “impact” the walls of
the bronchi. “Diffusion is an effect where the
tiny droplets are transported towards the walls
of bronchioles by ‘random walk’. This is aided
by the fluctuations in the air causing droplets
to move towards bronchiole walls,” Professor
Panchagnula said.

Turbulence — which the study associated
with deposition by impaction —is the primary
mode of deposition in the upper bronchi
where the air velocity is high. But once the air
reaches the deep lung, itis slowed down signif-
icantly, resulting in gas transport aided by dif-
fusion primarily, Professor Panchagnula said.

How the pandemic is sending luxury liners to Alang, for dismantling

AVINASHNAIR
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY 11

THE ALANG Shipbreaking Yard in Bhavnagar
district of Gujarat is often seen a mirror of the
global economy. When the economy is ro-
bust and ships sail, the yard sees a slump in
business. In the last 50 days, three luxury lin-
ers have queued up to be broken.

Why is there such a queue?

The cruise liner sector, which usually at-
tracts foreign tourists, has come to a stand-
still. “The Covid-19 outbreak on cruise vessel
Diamond Princess docked inJapan in February
2020 caused a global scare with regard to
cruise tourism,” said Haresh Parmar, hon-
orary joint secretary of Ship Recycling
Industries Association of India, and a ship-
breaker at Alang. More than 3,600 passen-
gers and crew were quarantined on the
Diamond Princess at Yokohama port. The out-
break eventually led to 700 Covid infections
and seven deaths.

Parmar said many cruise owners have ei-
ther been forced out of business or are facing
bankruptcy amid interest on loans, and costs
of insurance, crew maintenance, anchorage
and fuel costs. “With cruise operations not ex-
pected to restart in the next 6-8 months,
many (vessels) have been put up for sale or
tobe scrapped,” Parmar said. “Every year just
one cruise shiponanaverage comes to Alang.
In the last one year, no cruise vessels came. It
isafteraverylong time so many cruise vessels
are headed to Alang.”

Which luxury liners have reached Alang
recently?

The first was MV Karnika which reached
Alang in end-November 2020. The 14-deck
vessel had failed to restart operations after
the lockdown.

On January 2, the 40-year-old Ocean
Dream beached at Alang after it lay idle for
close to a year near Hiroshima.

On January 9 came the Marco Polo — for-
merly Alexander Pushkin, commissioned in
1965 and then the largest and fastest liner in

the Soviet merchant fleet. It went through a
bankruptcy auction and was sold as scrap af-
ter subsequent charter deals fell through.

A fourth vessel, Grand Celebrations, will
follow. This 1987-built ship sailing under the
St Kitts and Nevis flag is expected to reach
Alang later this January.

How has Alang mirrored the global
economy now, and previously?
Shipbreakers say Alang has always mir-
rored the global economy. “In 2010-11 the
freight market globally went through a crisis

Ocean Dream,
one of three
luxury liners
queued up for
breaking at
Alangin the
last 50 days.

Express

and the impact was felt in Alang when a
record 415 ships came to the yard to be dis-
mantled and sold as scrap in 2011-12. When
imports and exports decline, the ships lie
idle,” said Captain Sudhir Chadha, retired from
the Gujarat Maritime Board and now a port
officer at Alang. “... At present no country is
encouraging tourists to take cruises and the
global slump in the cruise industry is push-
ing debt-ridden and ageing cruises to ship-
breaking yards like Alang.”

In 2018, during a slump in the global oil
market, every third vessel reaching Alang was

either an oil rig or an oil tanker.

How are cruise ships priced in
comparison with other vessels?

Container vessels and tankers constitute
99% of the traffic at Alang. Cruise ships cur-
rently reaching Alang are priced lower than
container vessels by $25-50 per LDT (light dis-
placement tonnage or weight of the ship ex-
cluding cargo, fuel, stores etc) “When a ship-
breaker purchases a ship for recycling, he
mostly looks at the amount of steel they can
salvaged. In cruise liners, the amount of steel
islessand so they are sold cheaper compared
to an oil tanker, bulk carriers or a container
ship,” Captain Chadha said.

The INS Viraat and MV Karnika were
bought by Shree Ram Group at different auc-
tions, the Karnika at twice the price paid for
Viraat. “Karnika is the largest cruise ship to
have come to Alang recently. We had got it
froma court auction for $12.65 million (about
90 crore). This was a fully loaded ship, having
spares, stores, engines, etc. In comparison, INS
Viraat weighs less than half of Karnika at

New Delhi

14,000 million tonnes. Secondly, Viraat was a
dead vessel and had to be towed to Alang. It
did not have its own power. There was noen-
gine or propeller... Just the propeller, which
weighs around 50 tonnes, can fetch us crores
as it is sold at Rs 300-400 a kilogram,” said
Mukesh Patel, chairman of Shree Ram Group.

What happens to the material?

Almost 30% of the steel salvaged from
ships dismantled in Alang reaches re-rolling
mills in Bhavnagar. The rest goes to mills in
Mehsana (Gujarat), Punjab, Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra. Every year, 2.5-3 million
tonnes of steel is salvaged from ships broken
upinAlang.

There is also a huge market flourishing
outside Alang yard where nearly 900 shops
sell reusable parts from furniture, crockery
and carpets to consumer goods such as TV
sets, refrigerators, boats and machinery.
“With a number of cruise vessels coming to
Alang, there is renewed interest in the sec-
ond-hand market that flourishes just outside
the yard,” said Parmar.
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DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH SERVICES JAMMU
(Near M.L.A’S Hostel, Indira Chowk, JAMMU (J&K) PIN-1800 001
E-mail dhsjammu@rediffmail.com
Tele Off: 0191-2546338, Telefax: 0191-2459632
This office plans to procure the following item with specifications as under:-
ITEMS DESCRIPTION
1. Multisitix 10 SG (Make: Siemens Ltd. Germany).
2. Urisitix (Make: Siemens Ltd Germany)
For Urine Chemistry Analyzer with make Siemens Ltd Germany and Model:
Clinitek Novus Urine Analyzer/Clinitek Status Urine Sitix.
Objections if any, may be communicated to this office within seven days from
the date of publishing of this advertisement. Sdl-
(Dr. Renu Sharma)
Directorate of Health Services

DIPJ-9840 Jammu.

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

BHAKRA BEAS
NATIONS'S PRIDE

(Power Wing)
Corrigendum. Notice Inviting E-Tender
NIT No.: BP-2795

Name of office: Dy. Chief Engineer, Bhakra Power Houses Circle, BBMB (PW), Nangal.
Name of work: Repair of Cavitation of Runner of Unit No. 2 at Bhakra Left Bank Power
House, Bhakra.

Last date for upload Pre-qualification documents
Last date for download tender documents

Last date for sul of online bid 18.02.2021 upto 14:30 Hrs.
Due date for opening technical bid 19.02.2021 at 15:00 Hrs.

For detailed NIT & Earnest Money to be deposited please visit BBMB website
https://bbmbeproc.abcprocure.com & www.bbmb.gov.in

786-PR-Generation-5 IR R CL A T AL L e

22.01.2021 upto 16:00 Hrs.
04.02.2021 upto 16:00 Hrs.

TS RR POWER WIkG)

Corigardum-3
HIT Mo, BP-2A06

Mame of Office : Oy Chief Ergpinesr, Bhasrs Power House Cirge,
BEMBIF'AY, Nangal

Moz af ¥Work - Capaal Mainsananen of 157 MW Hydio Genarating
Flachine Uit Ma, 10¢F dth Unif) & Bhakra Figal Bank Pawar Houss
(5= 157 MW Gf Blakea Beas Manadgemant Beaod (GEMB ], Naengs
Last diviz [or uphoad pro-ouabbcabion documenss [27.01.2021 ugdn 17200 Hrs.
Last clale dar downlosd eader docimsanla | 1002 3021 wpio 1600 His

| Lasl dale for submission of anline bid

D date Tor coaning ffchnical bea

NOTICE INVITING a-TENDER

webaie | waw.lbmb.govin & Wips:hbmbepros.abeprocure.com
SRt ar Tl FOR YOUR BETTER TOMORROW 2AVE EKERGY TODAY

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
y, PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
BUILDINGS (C & M) CIRCLE, MEDICAL WORKS, TRICHY

SECOND EXTENSION NOTICE, DATED : 11.01.2021

The date of tender for the work in the tender Notice No.14/2020-
2021/BCM/ MW/ TRY/ Dated : 23.11.2020 published in Newspaper is
extended due to Administrative reason and the date of receiving
tender is fixed upto 3.00 PM on 19.01.2021 and will be opened on
19.01.2021 at 3.30 PM. The tender schedule can be downloaded
upto 18.01.2021, 5.45 PM. All other Details may be downloaded
from the following websites www.tenders.tn.gov.in (or)
www.tntenders.gov.in

Other conditions remain unaltered.
Superintending Engineer, PW.D.,
DIPR/ 175 /TENDER/2021 Buildings (C & M) Circle, Medical Works, Trichy.

TENDER NOTICE
(Through e-tendering)
Provision of Railnet in Dy. CE/TMC/Line Office, SE

Name of work with its location

Road New Delhi.
App. Cost of the work (3) 314,12,927.11/-only
Tender Document Fee (%) 32,360/-only.

= GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

0o the Chief Engineer, Hyderology
Water Resources Departmant

| TENDER HOTICE |
11 Tendar Nolics Mo MIPSPERULCT A0 - 21
Work Dascripflon: Updahng Level Area and capacily tables usng
OGRS and Bathomefes Surveys for Rallzpadu Reserin, Snisailam
Remseruns and Mylavasas Betermi i faoidbra Pradesh onder Nalicosl
Hytlrsdogy ProjctiNHPY. 23 PID-E Fackags M 22320 IN-Rndhra Fradesh-
SW-1E3367-NC-RFE 31 StartLast date of tender document schedidns
availlde Froem 1101200 af 1 1AM bo | 1.0F 2021 uphe 30000, 4) Skt
Las1 da%e dor submizsan ol Tendess: 2500 2021 al § 1AM 10 11022021
upio 340FM. 5 Bod Cpening Date : 1LE2L202] from 3:30 PR onwards.
&1 Name and address ol the Sopesimending Enginesr commersd: Sri
N.Seekanlh, Superialending Cngiresr, Do Chiel Enginesr, Hedalogy,
Wialer Respurces Department, Hohe P6-15-16, #nd Floor, Lare beside
Refianpe Smart. Bhavaniporam, Vijayawada, AR-S2001Z. Inkerpstx
adhweediepeted Billes may obbain the lender scheduls  Tren
Iihgesfender apeprocuement govin. For Further details vsit itbpss
BRErOCUre. gow.in'eprocire’app, hitpodinhp. mows. v inTenderiDotails.,
asp and httpairripationap, cpp pow. inferelgetTender Dipest,
Corrlact - QHA%ITO6LL, Ernail: andhr aswEDap. gosan

NORTHERN RAILWAY

2" Corrigendum to Tender No.
74-W-4-1-430-WA-SERd dated 26.11.2020

Architectural and other consultancy services for construction of Auditorium
and ancillary buildings at ChanakyaPuri, New Delhi in connection with
of "New Delhi-Construction of Auditorium at National Rail Museum" (Second
work | call).

The following changes has been made in the above tender:-

1. The tenders for the above works which was schedule to be opened on 22.01.2021
now will be opened on 12.02.2021.

All other contents of the tender will remain unchanged.

No. 74-W-4-1-430-WA-S.E.Rd dated : 07.01.2021 78/2021

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF

ENGINEER, PHED, REGION AJMER
PHONE NO. 0145-2628475 E-mail: aceregionajmer@gmail.com
No. F. ()/Ar. MP/2020-21/10703-10752 Dated: 07/01/2021
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR WORKS
Bids for work of Work of Providing, Laying, Jointing, Testing and
commissioning of DI Pipe line of various sizes and Jaipur road from
ambedkar Circle near bus stand to MDS Tiraya for utility shifting under
CSD V, Ajmer, alongwith defect liability period of one year are invited
from interested bidders upto 16.01.2021. Other particulars of the Bid
may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state.
SAVE WATER- SAVE LIFE
Sd/- (Anil Kumar Jain)
Additional Chief Engineer, PHED,
Region, Ajmer.

1.[Full
Name

UBN No.: PHE2021WSOBO7783
NIB No.: PHE2021A4113
DIPR/C/245/2021

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice for installation, operation and maintenance of Plastic Bottle Crushing
Machine (PBCM) on self financing basis on payment of license fee to the Railways at
12 railway stations over Moradabad Division for a period of five years. Single packet
open tenders are invited through E-Tendering :-

S Chie Enginees, Hydrolagy SN Station / Zone No.of |EarnestMoney| Cost of
HIPR Mo SH43PRTLAINT I W2020-71, D1 1103 PBCMs | Deposit (INR) | Tender Form
(a) |Haridwar, Bareilly, Dehradun,|One PBCM 10,000.00 1,000.00
Hardoi, Moradabad, Roorkee,| ateach
FOOD Shahjahanpur, Amroha,| railway
CORPORATION Chandausi, Hapur, Najibabad &| station
OF INDIA Rampur.
T.C.-3V, Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow-226 010 (U.P.) (b) | Last Date & Time of Upto 14.00 hrs. on 29.01.2021, which will
REGIONAL OFFICE submission open on same day.

Phone No.: 0522-2720063, 4109238, 2720063, E-mail: gmup.fci@gov.in, agmcontup.fci@gov.in
CONTRACT SECTION
E-TENDER NOTICE
Online tenders under two bid systems are invited from experienced/
in-experienced/ Sole Proprietary concern or Registered Partnership Firm or a
Private Limited Company or a Public Limited Company incorporated in India for
appointment of HTC/RTC/ITC at various depots/Centres in UP Region.
The terms and conditions and other details are available at
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app and FCI| website http://www.fci.gov.in.
Critical dates involving in the tender enquiry are illustrated below in tabular manner.

Earnest Money Deposit (3)
Address of the office

¥28,300/-only

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C,
Northern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM office,
New Delhi-110055.

Tender uploading / closing date & time- 03.02.2021
upto 15.00 hrs.

See the Northern Railway website
www.ireps.gov.in & Notice board at S&T branch,
details of the tender can be 3rd Floor, DRM office, State Entry Road, New
seen etc. Delhi-110055.

Date & Time for upload the
tender/ closing of tender

Website particular & notice
board location where complete

Tender Tender Online Bid | Online Bid |  Online Pre-bid
document document | submission |submission| Technical | Meeting
Download Start| Download End | Start date &| End date & |Bid opening
date & time | date & time time time | date & time
12.01.2021 | 04.02.2021 | 12.01.2021|04.02.2021| 05.02.2021 | 15.01.2021
09:00 AM 03:00PM | 09:00AM | 03:00 PM | 03:00 PM | 12:00 Noon

Further, any corrigendum in this regard will be published on CPP portal or on the FCI
website http://www.fci.gov.in. if necessary. General Manager (UP)

Tender No. 558-Sig-16-Tele-OT-927 Dated: 11.01.2021
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

t} BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

Power Wing) @
HOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
E-HIT Mo. : BP2820 Datod 11.01.2021
MWanria of Office: Dy, Chsal Erginesar, Bhakra Poser Housas Circla,
BHME (FW), Margal,
Name of work: Supply of Nonmedallic brake Friction Pads §
157MW Hydre Ganaralion Machines of Shakra Righi Sank
Praar Hause of BSME (PW), Nangal
Enarl dafa for downlead tendsr documants

Lest date {or downlosd tnder decuments
Slart dale for submission of anfing kid
Lasaf date far submission of anline bid | 02.02. 2000 uple 17:00 Hrs
Dim date for opening fechnical bid (13,02, 2021 at 11:00 Hri,

Fir daladed MIT E Eamesl Mongy o be deposied peass w2l BBME websile
Bipsitbembepiocabiprssure.com B hitpiYbbrib gavin,
LTl For Yeur Betler Tomamow Save Enangy Today

76/2021

10420 from 18080 Hrs.
202,201 wpte 16:20 Hrs,
1012021 upbo 17:00 Hrs,

ARG Her Frm fafies
CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.
Udh AT (’Tﬂﬂ NINPR DT SUDHH,
A Navratna Company (A Govt. of India Undertaking)
NSIC New MDBP Building, 2nd Floor , Okhla Indl. Estate (Opp. NSIC Okhla Metro station), New Delhi-110 020
TENDER NOTICE (E-Tendering Mode Only)

CONCOR invites Online tender in two packet bid system from established, experienced & reliable manufacturers
or/and from their authorized dealer for the Sugp\y of Tube Less Tyre at various Depot/Terminal of Area-1 of CONCOR
in India, only through e-tendering mode. The bid document can only be downloaded after paying Rs. 1000/-* through

online from the website (www. tenderwizard.com/CCIL).
Bid Reference Tender No.afw/Era<l/aa/@da/TUBELESS TYRE/2020/40683
Name of Supply Tubeless Tyre,18.00x25, 40 Ply rating, E4 with O-Ring

Tendered Quantity 222n0s.
Estimated Cost 31.86,97,728/- (All Inclusive)
Delivery Schedule WITHIN 120 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF PO
Earnest Money Bid Security Declaration as per Clause 3.1 of Section-Il of the tender document.
Tender processing fee % 5310/ Inclusive of all taxes and duties (Not refundable) through e-payment
(Non-refundable) through online payment gateway to CONCOR.
Period of Tender Sale (online) From 12.01.2021 from 1500 hrs. t0 27.01.2021 upto 1600 hrs.

Date and time of Submission of Bid | On or before -28.01.2021 Up to 1500 hrs
Date and time of opening of Bid | 29.01.2021 at 1530 hrs.

Place of Opening Office of Group General Manager {Technical/AREA-1

Communication Address Group General Manager /Technical/AREA-1, Container Corporation of India
Ltd, ICD/Tughlakabad, New Delhi-110020

* Exemption for MSE

CONCS

NCOR reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reasons thereof. For complete
details logon to www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL. E:

Government of Meghalaya
Office of the Chief Engineer, PHE.,

Meghalaya, Shillong
No. CE/PHE/TB:4/2019-20/6  Dated the 5th January 2021
Notice Inviting Tender

Sealed Tenders in Two Parts Bid Systems for
Renovation of Laitryngew & Mawkma Water Supply
Scheme, East Khasi Hills from Reputed Companies,
Registered Class-I Contractors of PHE Department,
Meghalaya having past experiences in executing water
supply systems and having required expertise and
resources at their disposal.

Bidding Document and other details will be available at
the Website of PHED i.e. http:/megphed.gov.in from
11.01.2021. Last date for submission of Bidding
Documents is upto 1:00 PM on 04.02.2021.

xecutive Director/Area-1

Sd/-
Addl. Cheif Engineer, PHE.,
Zone-l, Meghalaya, Shillong.
MIPR No.1616 Dated 11.01.2021

PNIT NO: e-PT-XXXI/EE/RD/IABS/
2020-21 DATED-07/01/2021

On behzlf of the "Governor of Tripura' the Executive
Enginaear, RO Ambassa Division, Ambassa, Dhalai
Diztrict, Tripura invites e-tender from eligible bidders
up to 300 PM, an ZF015021 for dtfone) no,
Consfruction of School Building for Kamalpur
Englishh Medium Schoal at Durgachowmuni RO,
Block under the jurisdiction of R.D Ambassa
Division, For details wisit website
https:/ftripuratenders.gowvin and coniazt at M-
DETIZ2042622 (during office hours only). Any
subsequent cormigendum will be available in lhe
website only, Alzo evervone is reguested to give up
tha use of plastic for the sake of the earh and glso
raguestad to usa mask on face and 1o keep mainiain

social distance o avesd COVID-12 pandamic.
ICA-C-274521

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS, CIRCLE, BHAWANIPATNA
Bid identification No.:-
BPT/Online-06/ 2020-21 Date: 07.01.2020
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR ROAD WORKS IN ODISHA
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
1. Name of the Work : Construction of incomplete Road and Bridges
works under State Plan in the District of

B

=
0-866

Kalahandi.
2. No of Works : 2 Nos.
3. Location details : Kalahandi District
4. Estimated Cost : As per NIT.
5. Period of : As per NIT.
Completion

6. Cost of tender paper
7. Other details

: Rs. 10,000/- per set.

Address of the office & date| Tender form along with all the required
from which tender documents|documents can be obtained from the website
can be purchased www.ireps.gov.in (E-tendering)

No. 9/PBCM/MB Div/2019 C Date : 06.01.2021 75/2021

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

ON PRO '
AR PRADESH RAJYA VIDYUT U
E-Tender Notice
Bids are hereby invited for all mentioned E-Tenders. Details
of Tender Notice as well as Total quantity of work, Tender
Specifications, Other terms & conditions available on our
Web Site: www.uprvunl.org / e-tender portal
www.etender.up.nic.in. Tendering authority reserves the
right to cancel any or all e-bids without assigning any reason.
Corrigendum, Addendum, Extension if any, shall be uploaded
on the E-Tender website. Bidders are advised to visit the
website regularly for updated information from time to time.
1. E-Tender — ET-09/PTEP/E&MCC-IIIJEMCD-VIII/2020-21
Rate contract for maintenance of electrical distribution &
lighting system in colonies of PTEP, Panki. Estimated Cost:
16,92,300.00, Tender Fee: 2,006.00, Earnest Money:
35,000/-, OPENING DATE OF E-TENDER: 28.01.2021

website: www.uprvunl.org EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
TFE : 01,/ 1x660%0aT TS fawar /Hoaifo / ododlo /e faATE 11.01.2021

“SAVE ELECTRICITY FOR THE NATION

ANK
JHTEY AN )

b

Availability of tender for Last date & time for Date and time of
online bidding seeking tender opening of technical
clarification bid
From To
13.01.2021 28.01.2021 27.01.2021 29.01.2021
11.00 A.M. 5.00 P.M. at 11.00 A.M.

Further details can be seen from the web site “www.tendersorissa.gov.in”
Superintending Engineer,

Rural Works, Circle, Bhawanipatna

OIPR-25102/11/0007/2021

SECUS HIBE

E-TENDER NOTICE

Fresh-Tender Work

dated 27.01.2021 at 11.00 am.

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

mlaa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida 201301 (U.P.)

Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-Tenders are invited from eligible contractors/firms for the following jobs against which
bids can be uploaded and same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule
mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida Authority's
official Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com and https://etender.up.nic.in.
Please ensure to see these websites for any changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.

A) The Above tenders can be uploaded by dated 25.01.2021 upto 5.00 pm shall be opened/ downloaded on

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Martyr of CISF on 12th January
CISF proudly remembers the supreme
sacrifice of this brave-heart. On this day, he
laid down his life at the altar of duty. His
courage and bravery would remain an
abiding source of inspiration for the force.
HC/GD CHHEDI The force will remain eternally indebted to

LAL BSP BHILAI . .
12-01-1983 him for this noblest deed.

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION
TENDER ADVERTISEMENT

SMM (DL) SBI on behalf of the President of the India invites following
electronic open tenders for Supply of material.

Sr. | TenderNo. | BriefDescription Qty Date & time of
No. of material E-Tender closing
1 | 72-20-5235B | Setof Rubber Sheet | 01 Set 27/01/2021
Oil Resistant 11.00 hrs

Regarding detailes tender notice containing purchase restriction and
detailed tender conditions, please visit website www.ireps.gov.in
Manual offers will not be considered.

186

Like us on: I facebook.com/WesternRIy « Follow us on:E3 twitter.com/WesternRly

FEEE® TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

KAGITHAPURAM - 639 136, KARUR DIST. TAMIL NADU
Phone: 04324-277 001, Extn, 4402/4568, Email : pmd2@tnpl.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

;IO. Material Description Due date
Supply of SMO Plates for DO & D1 Tower in
1 Hardwood Fibreline area at TNPL Unit Il -MEP 25.01.2021
Supply of Wear Resistance Plate for Live Deck
2 |Wood Log Feeding System in Chipper House| 25.01.2021
area at TNPL Unit Il - MEP

Bidders may request the tender document at the above
address by Post/Mail. Detailed NIB may be viewed in websites:
www.tnpl.com/ www.tenders.tn.gov.in

DIPR/186/Tender/2021

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATION
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Corporate Office: 4/1, Siri Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg,
Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016, Ph.- 011-49857894
E-mail: engg.cwhc@cewacor.nic.in, Website: www.cewacor.nic.in
WAREHOUSING FOR EVERYONE
No: CWC/CO-ENGG./PRESS NOTE/2020-21/
PRESS NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

CWC invites online tender from the contractors for the following work:-
Sr. Name of Work Estimated | Last date of on line
No. Submission &
Opening of Tender

11.02.2021

Dt.11.01.2021

Cost
(In Lakhs)
580.02

1. |Renovation of CWC MIG & LIG flats at Mayur
Vihar, Pocket-Il, Phase-I, Delhi-110091

Detailed Tender Notice along with conditions of contract and Notice Inviting E-
Tender may be seen and downloaded from the CWC website www.cewacor.nic.in or
e-tender website www.cwceprocure.com or CPP Portal http://eprocure. gov. in/
epublish/app. Further Corrigendum/Addendum to this Tender, if any, will be
published on the above mentioned websites only. Newspaper press advertisement
shallnot beissued for the same. CHIEF ENGINEER

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

RS e (Power Wing)

Corrigendum-1 Notice Inviting E-Tender

N.LT No.: 481/PHD/Bh-1/460 Dated: 04.12.2020
Name of office : Chief Engineer, System Operation, Planning & Design (Power Plants)
Dte. BBMB (PW), Flatno. 75, SLDC Complex, BBMB, Industrial Area, Phase-I, Chandigarh
Name of work : Procurement, Erection, Testing and Commissioning of SCADA
compatible Ultrasonic flow monitoring system for penstocks using clamp on type
sensors in multipath configuration alongwith complete accessories for Bhakra Right
Bank Power House, Pong Power House and Dehar Power House.

Tender documents Download Start Date & Time | 11.12.2020 from 1100 hrs.

Last Date & Time of uploading complete 25.01.2021 upto 1700 hrs.
prequalifying document

Tender document Download End Date & Time
Last Date & Time of online bid submission 01.03.2021 upto 1100 Hrs.

Date & Time of Online Bid Opening (Part-l) 01.03.2021 from 1500 hrs. onwards
The Bids are to be submitted Online, for cost of specification, earnest money deposit
and detailed NIT, please visit BBMB website https://bbmbeproc.abcprocure.com &
www.bbmb.gov.in

FO S EN{o Byl For Your Better Tomorrow Save Energy Today

09.02.2021 from 1700 hrs.

Western Railway - Ratlam Division

E-TENDER NOTICE
Tender No.: EL/TRD/58/2020-21/10,

Date : 08.01.2021, Senior Divisional
Electrical Engineer, Traction Distribution,
Western Railway, Ratlam for and on
behalf of President of Union of India
invites e-tenders to the following work :
Tender No. : EL/TRD/58/2020-21/10,
Name of the work : Replacement
of earthing system and control
cables having completed their
codal life. Estimated cost of work :
% 2,70,15,417/-, Earnest Money
Deposit : ¥2,85,100/-, Completion
period : 10 Month, Cost of tender
document : Nil, Closing date and
time : 18.02.2021 at 15:00 hrs,
Validity of offer : 45 days from the
date of opening, Website details:
www.ireps.gov.in, Notice board

. location: IN front of the office of
Taree frieae Rign [ qNaE DT o Sr. No. | Job Number Name of Work Tender Amount (S{raE{YéﬂOBﬁ"stELeuctﬁgch' Engineer

RS T S Fafe afisg, s, =i -834010 (Rs. Lacs) Railway, Ratlam - 457001,
" o " . . V/8/1/287 For - Sr.DEE/TRD/RTM
T HTgdfad Brv Aerderer, Weaisl 4 Sowrt @rgda) | | |1 64/GM(R)/SM (E&M)-I/ | Providing street lights arrangement in A Block 34.03 Like s on: @ facebook comMWesternRly

A Aefrd TF 2020—22 # AHIGA 2 e UF IFHd _fHy ET/2020-21 & B Block in Sector-93B, Noida
SIS G R CEC s | 2. 118/GM/SM (E&M)-II/ | Strengthening of Street light due to Newly 39.66 NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
o Rt ET/2020-21 Constructed of centre verge by CCD-5 (Providing E-TENDER NOTICE
RIS MR BRI HTfdenerd, ATeaiisl § $10 Bl and Fixing new street light pole and High Mast) No. JUIConst/74-W-65/2020-21/PFISanu, Dated: 08,01.2021
(amgd=) (Diploma in Ayurvedic Pharmacy) ?f&%ﬁ'l’c}? F 2020—22 B in Sector-67, Noida Bzﬁh?vr\}i:sfteinggi?ﬁ;y,(.(J:oodnhspflrjl:c;g?na)r;::i
ferg amie 8g fasmo W 01,2020 faTis 16.06.2020 &1 | |3, 37/GM/SM (E&M)-IV/ | Electrification work for Fire Fighting, STP, Water 44.90 on behalf of the President of India, invites
1.5¢/10+2 (=) STEcTemdy spafefal | smae TP ford g o | 2020-21 supply pump, Basement Sump Pump, Parking lomwing oS omter Nos
N 5 Eﬁ?ﬂﬂ ﬁ)ﬁ“ﬁ e & B 3TdeT T & agﬁ{uﬁ System Power Connection Multilevel Car parking JUIConSLT- 12 2020-211 THM- Sany @
A 97 slo 3mge) (Diploma in Ayurvedic Pharmacy) teifoTe & office floor near Botanical Garden Metro Station Name of the work with its location:Re-
: - truction of Plat Il of Good

A 202022 b fore THIHT &Y ST AL fbar s 7 1 R Sector-38A, Noida (Balance work) Platform (with RCC wall)af Sonu Yard of

i gRT gd # arde fhar ST gt 8 = GART 3ded B b
ATaIHAT Tl &1 q@ H w1 e U Widd A SR |
raed 95 P fafed Uy, A & fory amdeH @1 fafyy /o fasmo
H@IT 01 /2020 fa1d 16.06.2020 & ITHU BRI Td SRTS AXHR
@ JadTEe www.jharkhand.gov.in & TISTATS BT T Al B |

AT YT BT BT A A — 01 WRET 2021 HeAT 06 IO AD
TSTare B @ fafr — wwwijharkhand.gov.in —» department

—» Department of Health, Medical Education & Family Welfare

—> Press Release (St gorea gl )
e —HE—H T
T VR e afafy
PR 239198 Health Med Edu FRETS WA YT Rifercar uRye
and Family Welfare (20-21)_D =Y

TATA POWER DELHI DISTRIBUTION LIMITED
A Tata Power and Delhi Government Joint Venture
Regd. Office : NDPL House, Hudson Lines, Kingsway Camp, Delhi 110 009
Tel : 66112222, Fax : 27468042, Email : TPDDL@tatapower-ddl.com
CIN No. : U40109DL2001PLC111526, Website : www.tatapower-ddl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS Jan 12, 2021

TATA Power-DDL invites tenders as per following details:

TATAPOWER-DDL

Estimated | Availabili Last Date & Time
Tender Enquiry No. Cislrtr;Eah:D vz:g aBl?:j“y of Bid Submission/
Work Description Date and time of
P Rs.) Document Opening of bids
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001268/20-21
Rfx. 5000001977 354 Lac/ 12012024 02.02.2021;1500 Hrs/
Tender for Services of Digital Media 89000 R 02.02.2021:1600 Hrs
Management & Search Engine
Optimization (SEO)
.FI-{?XDI:)5L0/(I)Eo"lo((3)%’55l Q/200001269/20-24 27.79CrJ 12.01.2021 02.02.2021;1600 Hrs/
Rate Contract for Supply of 400 & 500 | 2284 Lac | == 02.02.2021;1630 Hrs
kVA Distribution Transformers

CORRIGENDUM / TENDER DATE EXTENTION

Tender Enquiry No. Previously | Revised Due Date & Time
Work Description Published | of Bid Submission/ Date
Date & time of opening of bids
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001262/20-21
Rfx. 5000001950
Annual Rate Contract for supply of 15.12.2020 | 16.01.2021at 1600 Hrs/
Structural Steel items (Angles, Channels 16.01.2021 at 1630 Hrs
and Flats) at TPDDL Site/Store.

Complete tender and corrigendum document is available on our
website www.tatapower-ddl.com—\/endor Zone —> Tender / Corrigendum Documents
Contracts - 011-66112222

Chief General Manager, Noida

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

Thaiyat Hamira - Sonu section of Jodhpur
division (3) Approx. cost of work:
% 21,44,52,723.28/- (4) Earnest Money
to be deposited: ¥ 12,22,300.00/-
(5) Tender Closing date & time:
30.01.2021 upto 14.00 hrs (6) Definition
of similar nature of work: “Any RCC

ODISHA RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
Under the Department of Energy
Government of Odisha
(1SO 9001:2008 / ISO 14001:2004)
S/59, MANCHESWAR INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
Website: www.oredaorissa.com, E-mail: ceoreda@oredaorissa.com

work.” (7) Scope and Scheme of
construction: 7.1 Total 5 High Level
goods loading Platforms & 2 Rail level
goods unloading PFs are to be re-
constructed/ constructed within 6 month
of award of contract in following 3 stages
& completion period as mentioned
therein: (i) Loading Platform edges 1 & 2
(line no:4) within 60 days from the date of

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

blocking of line. The quantity of Steel,
Cement & Concrete will be approximately

tem & Mini Mast. Details are given below.

E-Tender call notice No. 153 / Dated 08.01.2021 /

ODISHA RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY invites sealed e-tender in two
part bidding system from manufacture for supply, installation, commissioning including warranty
and comprehensive maintenance contract for a period of five years of Solar Street lighting sys-

300 MT, 2280 MT, 5560 cum (Mass CC-
1230 cum and RCC 4330 cum)
respectively. (ii) Loading Platform edge 4
(line no:7) within 45 days from the date of
blocking of line. The quantity of Steel,
Cement & concrete will be approximately
150 MT, 1140 MT, 2780 cum (Mass CC -
615 cum and RCC - 2165 Cum)

1. | Date of publication of RFP on E-procurement website and
OREDA website

respectively. (iii) Loading Platform edges
5 & 6 (line no:8) within 60 days from the
date of blocking of line. The quantity of
Steel, Cement & concrete will be

11-01-2021

2. | Due date and time for receipt of pre-bid quarries on the RFP

approximately 300 MT, 2280 MT, 5560

18-01-2021 up to 1.00 P.M. cum (Mass CC - 1230 cum and RCC 4330

pre-bid meeting = https://meet.google.com/irx-agjw-qrh

3. | Date and time for the pre-bid meeting through online mode
only. Meeting invite link on Google hangout platform (link for

cum) respectively. (iv) Both unloading
Platforms i.e. 1 & 2 are to be constructed
simultaneously (one by one) with loading
Platforms. (v) Penalty of ¥ 25,000 per day

20-01-2021 at 11.30 A.M.

Website and OREDA website

4. | Due date of hosting of final bid documents on E-procurement

shall be levied for delay beyond
completion period (i.e. beyond 60 days for
Platform edges 1 & 2, beyond 45 days for
Platform edge 4 & beyond 60 days for

25-01-2021

cal Bid and price bid

5. | Due date and time for submission of online copies of Techni-

Platform edges 5 & 6), if delay is purely on
contractor's account. (vi) Above

05-02-2021 up to

Bid for Select Bid Forms only

6. | Due date and time for submission of hard copies of Technical

5.00 P.M. completion period includes curing period

_00. also. (vii) Drawings of High Level Goods
09-02-2021 up to loading Platform wall and Rail Level
1.00 P.M. Goods unloading Platform wall is part of

online copies and hard copies, except price bid.

7. | Due date and time for the opening of Technical Bid for both

Tender Document. 7.2 Agency has to
install and make Concrete Batching plant
functional at site or will have the contract

09-02-2021 at 3.00 P.M.

8. | Due date and time for the opening of online price bid ap-
plicable only for the bidders whose Technical bids shall be
responsive

with RMC agency of required capacity/per
day supply within 15 days of award of
work. 7.3 Required number of Transit
mixtures & concrete pumps beside other
required machineries and T&Ps are to be

To be intimated later on

Interested prospective bidder may visit OREDA web site www.oredaorissa.com and
www.tenderwizard.com/OREDA for details relating bidding process and all other terms and con-
ditions. The bidder can view the tender documents from www.oredaorissa.com website on free

arranged within 15 days. (8) Detail of
particular, where e-tender can be seen

&filledup: www.ireps.gov.in (9)
Official email address:

of cost.

dycecju@nwr.railnet. gov.in 15-DK/21

Please join us on [ [ /NWRailways

Sd/- Chief Executive

New Delhi
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PSBs’ BAD LOAN RATIO OF 9.7% LAST SEPT MAY JUMP TO 16.2%

FSRred flag: NPAs set to shoot upt

13.9% by Sept, moreif severe stress

‘Second Covid wave, new mutations spread uncertainty, threatening to stall fragile recovery’

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, JANUARY 11

WITHTHE economy taking a hitin
the wake of the Covid pandemic
and “amulti-speed recovery strug-
gling to gain traction”, bad loans,
or gross non-performing assets
(NPAs), of the banking sector are
expected to shoot up to 13.5 per
cent of advances by September
2021, from 7.5 per cent in
September 2020, under the base-
line scenario, the Financial Stability
Report (FSR) of the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) said.

TheFSRhas warned thatif the
macroeconomic environment
worsens into a severe stress sce-
nario, the ratiomay escalate to 14.8
per cent. “Amulti-speed recovery
isstruggling to gain traction, infus-
ing hope, reinforced by positive
news on vaccine development,”
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
said. “Nonetheless,a second wave
of infections and new mutations
of the virus have spread height-
ened uncertainty, threatening to
stall the fragile recovery,” headded
inthereport.

Mumbai: The RBI has raised
concernover theimpactofthe
increasing sovereign debtand
the growing disconnect be-
tween the financial markets
and the real sector.

“In spite of rising public
commitments for mitigating
the impact of the pandemic,
fiscal authorities are also wit-
nessing revenue shortfalls. The
resultant expansion in the
market borrowing pro-
gramme of the government
has imposed additional pres-
sureson banks,” RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said in the
FSR. “The adverse impact on
government revenue and the
resultantincrease in sovereign

RBI cautions against high debt

borrowing in a period when
fiscal authorities are also re-
quired to provide stimulus to
economic growth, is increas-
ing sovereign debt to levels
thathave intensified concerns
relating to sustainability with
crowding out fears in respect
of the private sector in terms
of both volume of financing
and costs thereof,” it said.

“The growing disconnect
between certain segments of
financial markets and real sec-
tor activity, pointed out in the
last FSR, has got further accen-
tuated during the interreg-
num, with abundant liquidity
spurring a reach for returns,”
the report said. ENS

“Among bank groups, NPA ra-
tio of PSU banks of 9.7 per cent in
September 2020 may increase to
16.2 per cent by September 2021
under the baseline scenario,” the
FSR said. Banks managed to bring
down their NPAs to 7.5 per cent of

Covid-19 safety takes
Budget papers online

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

IN THE backdrop of the Covid-19
pandemic, the government has
decided not to print copies of the
Union Budget 2021-22, which is
slated to be presented in
Parliament on February 1. Budget
documents will be provided only
through online means and
Members of Parliament will getan
e-version of these documents.

A dedicated printing press for
Budget documents is inside the
North Block. To maintain secrecy
around Budgetannouncements,a
large number of officials are re-
quired to stay together for weeks
inside the press. This year, to stall
any potential threat of the spread
of Covid, all Budget documents

—— BRIEFLY —

GovtrejectsITR
extensiondemand

New Delhi: The Finance
Ministry Monday rejected
demand for further exten-
sion of the last date for filing
returns where audit is re-
quired beyond February 15.
Last month, the government
had extended the ITR filing
deadline for individuals till
January 10, and for compa-
nies till February 15.

$6,000crore
tostates,UTs

New Delhi: The Finance Min-
istryreleased the 11thinstal-
ment of Rs 6,000 crore to
states and union territories
(UTs)tomeet the goods and
services tax (GST) compen-
sation shortfall.

FY22:'Real GDP
togrow10.1%’

Mumbai: Rating agency Icra
Ratings said it expects the
real gross domestic product
(GDP) to grow by 10.1 per
cent in FY22. It, however,
said the value of GDP in the
next fiscal will only mildly
surpass the level that had
been recorded in FY20.

BHEL bags
NALCOorder

New Delhi: State-run engine-
ering firm BHEL said Mon-
day it has bagged an order
worth Rs 450 crore for a
steamand power plant from
National Aluminium Corpo-
ration Ltd (NALCO), for the
latter’s 5th Stream Alumina
Refinery Expansion Project
at Damanjodi, Odisha. PTI

will be provided online.

“It is true that there will be no
physical copies this time, but a
number of digital platforms and
other modes of dissemination
have been planned in addition to
existing channels. There will also
beamobile app,”asenior govern-
ment official said. The modalities
of online dissemination of these
documents will be announced
closer to the Budget.

Apart from physical printing of
documents, the process of distri-
bution of the papers involves a
number of workers. So far, a set of
Budget papers with 14 documents
would beloaded inguarded trucks
and taken to Parliament on Budget
day. This year, the speech and all
Budget-related documentscanbe
accessed on  www.india-
budget.gov.in afterits presentation.

advances as of September 2020
from 8.2 per cent in March 2020
and 9.1 per centin March last year.
Banks wrote off a record
Rs2,37876 crorein fiscal 2019-20,
enabling the banks to show lower
NPAs, the RBI recently said in its

‘Report on trend and progress of
bankinginIndia2019-20". The RBI
has warned that the modest NPA
ratio of 7.5 per cent at end-
September 2020 “veils the strong
undercurrent of slippage”. Though
the RBI had announced morato-
rium on loan repayments till
August 2020, borrowers are sad-
dled with unpaid dues.Banks have
sought relief, including a 30-day
extension in NPA classification,
from the RBI in recognition of
stressed loans amid the mounting
fears overrising NPAs.

“Given the uncertainty in-
duced by Covid and its real eco-
nomic impact, the asset quality of
the banking system may deterio-
rate sharply, going forward,” the
RBI had said. In absolute terms,
gross NPAs declined toRs 8,99,803
crore in March 2020 from
Rs 9,36,474 crore in March 2019.

The FSR said the NPA ratio of
private banks and foreign banks
may increase from4.6 per centand
2.5percentto 79 per centand 5.4
per cent, respectively, over the
same period. “In the severe stress
scenario, the NPA ratios of PSU
banks, private banks and foreign

banks mayrise to 17.6 per cent, 8.8
per cent and 6.5 per cent, respec-
tively, by September 2021. These
NPA projections are indicative of
the possible economic impair-
ment latent in banks’ portfolios,
withimplications for capital plan-
ning,” the RBI said.

According to the RBI Governor,
India’s banking system faced the
pandemic with relatively sound
capital and liquidity buffers built
assiduously in the aftermath of the
global financial crisis and but-
tressed by regulatory and pruden-
tial measures. “Notwithstanding
these efforts, the pandemic threat-
ens to result in balance sheet im-
pairments and capital shortfalls,
especially as regulatory reliefs are
rolled back,” Das said.

Banks will also be called to
meetfunding requirements of the
economy asit traces arevival from
the pandemic, he said.

“Congenial liquidity and fi-
nancing conditions have shored
up the financial parameters of
banks, butitis recognised that the
available accounting numbers ob-
scure a true recognition of stress,”
hesaidinthe FSR.

‘Mutual fund AUM up 17%
in 2020, tops %31 lakh cr’

A massive rally in equities since May helped mutual fund
AUM grow 17% to top the ¥31-lakh-crore-mark in 2020,
1 percentage point lower than 2019, a Crisil report said

¥27.6lakhcr:
Mutual fund AUM
recorded atend of 2019

0 Growthin mutual
]8 /0fundAUMrecorded
in2019; from Rs 22.86 lakh
crorein2018

o Fallin mutual fund
3 IOAUM recorded in
December2020

Factors that helped raise
inflows intoindustry:

M Buoyant run-upinthe
underlying equity market

M Firminflows into open-ended
debt funds and equity
exchange-traded funds (ETFs)

¥4.5 lakh cr: Amount added to
assets under management
(AUM)in2020 by the
44-player mutual fund industry

Outflows in open-ended equity
funds: December saw cumulative

funds: Dividend yield funds saw
firm inflows to the tune of

Source:

outflows of ¥9,058 crore in
open-ended equity funds

Steady inflows in dividend yield ‘

Crisil/PTI

¥1,490 crore in December

Amazon moves HC division Bench
against observations in Future case

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

AMAZON HAS moved the divi-
sion Bench of the Delhi High
Court against a single-judge
December 21 judgment, chal-
lenging an observation that
Future Retail had on two counts
been able to prove that there was
“prima facie case of tortious in-
terference by Amazon”, two
sources in the know of the devel-
opment told The Indian Express.
The case is likely to be listed for
hearing this week, one of the
sources said.

Inits December 21 judgment,
asingle-judge bench of the High
Court had refused to restrain
Amazon from writing to the
Securities and Exchange Board of

The case is likely to be
listed for hearing this
week, a source said

India (Sebi), Competition
Commission of India (CCI) or
other statutory bodies against the
Future Retail Limited- Reliance
Retail and Lifestyle Limited deal.

The single-judge Bench had,
in its judgment, also noted that
Amazon’s assertion that Future
Retail’s August 29, 2020 resolu-
tion was void and thatit had con-
trol over Future Retail since it had
astake in Future Coupons would
“fall foul of the freedom of FRL
(Future Retail) and Reliance
(Reliance Retail) to enter into the
transaction thereby causing loss

First time in FY2I:
Retail auto sales post
growth in December

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

WHILE WHOLESALE despatches
have shown growth for the past
few months, retail automobile
salesregistered growth in Decem-
ber — first time so far this fiscal.

According to data released by
the Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations (FADA) on
Monday, retail sales across cate-
gories grew 11 per cent during
December on a year-on-year (y-
0-y) basis.

The growth was on the back of
a good crop season, better offers
inthe two-wheeler segment, new

launches both in passenger vehi-
cle as well as two-wheeler seg-
ments and a fear of price increase
inJanuary.

While retail sales of PV had
shown growth in previous
months also, December for the
first time saw sales of two-wheel-
ers move into the positive terri-
tory, growing by 12 per centy-o0-y.

The sales growth is not sur-
prising as being the calendar year
ending month dealers clear their
stocks as consumers prefer new
year manufactured vehicles. To
push sales during the month both
manufacturers and dealers offer
discounts which are greater than
earlier months. FE

to both FRL and Reliance which
would be a civil wrong actionable
by both FRL and Reliance in case
they suffer any loss.”

On August 29, Future Retail
announced that it would “sell by
way of aslump sale the retail and
wholesale business” of its super-
market chain Big Bazaar, pre-
mium food supply unit Foodhall,
and fashion and clothes super-
mart Brand Factory’s retail and
wholesale units, to Reliance
Retail, a unit of Reliance
Industries.

The deal had, however, run
into legal trouble with Amazon,
which had last year signed a
Rs 2,000-crore deal with Future
Retail under which the e-com-
merce major would acquire 49
per cent stake in Future Coupons,
the promoter firm.

‘Govt working to
boost output of
components for
oil & gas sector’

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

PETROLEUM SECRETARY Tarun
Kapoor on Monday announced
that the government was aiming
toboost the domestic production
of alarge number of components
used in the oil and gas sector,
which are currently imported.
Kapooradded India could save
alot of foreign exchange and cre-
ate a number of jobs, while low-
ering carbon emissions by focus-
ing on bio-fuels. “We are looking
at a large number of products
which are currently being im-
ported. We want them to be made
in India,” said Kapoor addressing
the Energy Startup Summit 2021.

‘India, US negotiating on
wide range of trade issues’

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 11

INDIAAND the US are negotiating
onawide range of trade concerns,
including greater access to the
Indian market for American agri-
cultural products, potentially inex-
change for Americarestoring New
Delhi’s status under the
Generalised System of Preferences

(GSP), according to a
Congressional report.
USPresident Donald Trumpin

2019 terminated India’s designa-
tion as a beneficiary developing
nation under the key GSP trade
programme after determining

GSP BENEFITS

B US President Donald
Trumpin 2019
terminated India’s
designationas a
beneficiary
developing nation
under the key GSP
trade programme.

thatithas not assured the US that
it will provide equitable and rea-
sonable access to its markets.
“The United States and India
are negotiating on a wide range of
trade concerns, including greater

International market data till 19001ST

LAUNCHES SINGLE WINDOW CLEARANCE PORTAL FOR STARTING MINES

0 Shah: Coal sector will

be major contributor
to $5-tn economy goal

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

LAUNCHING THE single window
clearance portal for starting coal
mines in the country, Home
Minister Amit Shah on Monday
said the coal sector would be a
major contributor towards the
goal of a $5-trillion economy.

“The pandemic may slow
down our speed in realising the
dream of becoming a $5-trillion
economy but we will certainly
achieveit,” he said, noting that re-
forms under the Narendra Modi
government had brought trans-
parency and ease of doing busi-
ness to the coal sector, which was
earlier thought to be contributing
less that one-third of its total po-
tential to the country’s economy.

The launch also included the
signing of agreements with 19
successful bidders during the first
ever auction of coal blocks for
commercial mining, which had
concluded in November.

Shah said the operationalisa-
tion of the coal blocks allocated to
the 19 bidders would bring states
annual revenues of Rs 6,500 crore
and create more than 70,000 jobs.

Also at the event was Coal
Minister Pralhad Joshi, who said:
“Presently,about 19 major appro-
vals, or clearances are required be-
fore starting the coal mine in the
country. In the absence of unified
platform for grant of clearances,
companies were required to ap-
proach different departments,
leading to delay in operationalisa-
tion of the coal mines.” He added
that the portal would be opera-
tionalised in a phased manner.

Clearancesincludingenviron-
ment and forest clearances, wild
life clearance, clearances related
to safety, and rehabilitation of
project-affected families among
othersare settobe granted via the
portal which s already capable of

» MINISTRY OF COAL

Home Minister Amit Shah (right) with Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi at the launch of the single window
clearance portal for starting coal mines. Anil Sharma

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 11

THE CENTRE on Monday ann-
ounced a new online single
window clearance portal for
the coal sector to speed up op-
erationalisation of coal mines.

What s the single
window clearance
portal?

The single win-
dow clearance portal
is aimed at allowing
successful bidders for coal
blocks to be able to obtain all
required clearances, including
environmental and forest,
fromasingle portal with prog-
ress monitoring instead of
having to go to multiple au-
thorities. The portal would al-

EXPLAINED

How single window
clearance portal will
benefit coal sector

low successful bidders to op-
erationalise mines quickly.

How will this help?

Industry sources said that
the sector has long sought a
single window clearance sys-
tem to help with quicker op-
erationalisation as obtaining
the requisite clear-
ances was taking
over 2-3 years for
successful bidders in
@ | many cases. Anex-
pert noted that the
Parivesh mechanism
for forestand environment re-
lated clearances would likely
be merged into the single win-
dow clearance mechanism
which would help with the

operationalisation of blocks.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

providing approval for mining
plans on launch, according to a
government release.

An expert, who requested

anonymity, said some coal blocks
auctioned as far back as 2015 had
stillnot been operationalised due
to delays in obtaining clearances.

Sensex crosses 49K-mark on
global rally, good Q3 results

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 11

DOMESTIC MARKETS joined a
global stock rally amid expecta-
tions of amega stimulus by the in-
coming]Joe Biden administration,
good corporate results and further
recovery in the economy. Inching
closer to the 50,000-level, the
benchmark Sensex crossed the
49,000-mark, soaring 487 points
t049,269.32, while the NSE Nifty
Index rose 138 points to 14,484.75
on buying support by foreign in-
vestors and domestic investors.
Most Asian markets rose fol-
lowing another record perform-
ance on Wall Street as investors
cheered the prospect of a further
massive stimulus for the US econ-
omy, with President-elect Biden
calling for a spending spree in the
trillions of dollars. With vaccines
beingrolled out around the world
and key risk events including the
US election, Georgia senate
runoffs and Brexit now out of the
way, focusis now on the expected
global recovery from last year’s
economic catastrophe.

access to the Indian market forUS
agricultural products, potentially
in exchange for US restoration of
India’s eligibility under GSP. The
current status of the negotiations
has notbeen disclosed,” the latest
report by independent Congress-
ional Research Service (CRS) said.
Reports of the CRS are not an
official report of the US Congress.
Its subject matter experts prepare
reports on various issues for the
American lawmakers to make in-
formed decisions. Indiais seeking
exemption from high duties im-
posed by theUS onsome steel and
aluminium productsand resump-
tion of export benefits to certain
products under the GSP.PTI

New Delhi

Global stocks
slip off highs

REUTERS
NEWYORK, JANUARY 11

Soaring 487 points t0 49,269,
the Sensex is now 731 points
short of 50,000. File

SRanganathan, head of resea-
rchat LKP Securities, said, “Buoyed
by positive global cues, tech stocks
together with auto stocks pow-
ered the Nifty closer to the 14,500~
mark.” The Sensex is now 731
points short of the 50,000 mark.

“The Sensex is expected to cro-
ssthe 50,000 level this week. Fore-
igninflows are still strong. There’s
good liquidity in the market,” said
BSE dealer Pawan Dharnidharka.

Meanwhile, the rupee depre-
ciated by 16 paise to close at 73.40
against the US dollar on Monday,
tracking a rebound in the
American currency overseas.

GLOBAL STOCKS came off record
highs on Monday partly on cau-
tion over rising coronavirus cases
globally while elevated Treasury
yields supported the dollar, which
hit its highest in two and a half
weeks against a basket of peers.

Wall Street indices slipped
ahead of the start of an earnings
season that arrives with equities
atnew highs, and as House Dem-
ocratsintroduced anarticle ofim-
peachment against US President
Donald Trump. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average fell 0.23 per cent
to 31,025.8, the S&P 500 0.35 per
cent to 3,811.36 and the Nasdaq
Composite 0.68 per cent to
13,112.46.The STOXX 600index in
Europe lost 0.67 per cent.

Brent fell 52 cents to $55.47 by
11:11 amEST, after earlier falling to
asession low of $54.99.

‘China to push its tech
cos to share credit data’

REUTERS
HONG KONG, JANUARY 11

CHINA PLANS to push tech giants
including Ant Group, Tencentand
JD.com to share consumer loan
data to prevent excess borrowing
and fraud, two people with knowl-
edge of the matter said, in Beijing’s
latest tightening of scrutiny.

The plan, if implemented,
would effectively end the govern-
ment’slaissez-faireapproachtothe
industry and is another sign of at-
temptstoreininthe country’stech-
nology companies. Large platforms
have tended toresisthanding over
theirdata,acrucial asset that helps
them run operations, manage risk
and lure new customers.

Chinese regulators, including

the central bank, the People’s Bank
of China, plan to instruct internet
platforms to feed their vast loan
data to some of the nationwide
credit agencies, sources said.

The agencies, which include
the PBOC’s Credit Reference
Center, China’s main, centralized
creditscoring system, and the cen-
tral bank-backed Baihang Credit,
the country’s first licensed per-
sonal credit agency, will share the
datamore widely with banks and
other lenders to adequately eval-
uate risks and prevent over-bor-
rowing, the people said. Ant and
Tencent declined to comment.
JD.com and the PBOC did not im-
mediately respond to requests for
comment. The two sources de-
clined tobeidentified as they were
not authorised to speak.



16

(CLASSIF

2DS 8 TENDERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, JANUARY 12,2021

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,hitherto known as
Abdussamim,S/0-Mohammad
Tahir,R/0-B-26,B-block,Shiv
Nagar,Vikas Nagar,Uttam
Nagar,New.Delhi-110059,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
Abdussamim Shiv Easwaran.It
is certified that,l have
compiled with other legal
requirements in this
connection. 0040559940-10

I,Vijay Kumar,S/0.Ishwar Lal
Add8774, Gali No.14-B,Shidi
Pura Karol-Bagh, Central,Delhi-
110005,Changed my name to
VIJAY,permanently.

0040559927-7
1,Sunil Kumar S/o MeghrajR/0
H.No.50,Tilpata
Karanwas,G.Noida,UP-

201306,have changed my name
to Sunil,for all purposes.

0040559927-10

1,Sudesh Kumar,S/o-Kirpal
Singh,R/0-D-23,Gali.No.-
5,Sadatpur Extn.,Karawal
Nagar Road,Delhi-110094,have
changed the name of,my minor
Daughter Mahi aged,12-Years
and she shall hereafter be
known as Mahi Chaudhary.

0040559940-9

1,Renu Gupta W/o Arun Goel R/o
B-42, Overseas Apartment,
Sector-9,Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my nameto
Renu Goel. 0040559924-3

1,Preeti d/o manmohan lal,R/0
A-2/87 sector 8 Rohini Delhi-
85,change Preeti Sachdeva.

0040559927-2

l,Paras Kumar S/o Sh.Ajay
Kumar,R/0 G-54/11,ShivRam
Park Nangloi,West/Delhi-
110041,inform that Paras
Kumar and Sanskar are the one
and same person.l may use my
name as Paras Kumar in,future
forall purposes.

0040559927-5

l, Tajpreet Kaur Bagga W/O
Jitender Singh R/O H No-
593/1,Durga Ashram
Chattarpur Extn Delhi-110074
have changed my Name to
Tajpreet Kaur. 0040559934-1

I, Surinder Pal Kaur, W/O
Gurnaib Singh R/0 House No-
1812 Phase 2, Ward No-59,
Street No-6 Shaheed Karnail
Singh Nagar, Pakhowal Road,
Ludhiana, Punjab-141002.
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Surinder Kaur. 0070726868-1

l, Somya Tyagi D/o Dr Surendra
Kumar Tyagi W/o Lt Col Ravi
Shikarwar R/0 150, Lane No.2
Shakti Khand 4, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201014. have changed the
name of my minor daughter
Maisha Shikarwar aged about
6 Years and she shall hereafter
be known as Aishwarya
Shikarwar. 0070726875-1

1, ShriKrishan S/0O Late Shri Gopi
Ram Jain R/0-30, Kapil
Vihar,Pitam Pura,Delhi-
110034,have changed my name
to ShriKrishan Jain.

0040559940-8

l, Santosh, Santosh Kumar,
Santosh Kumar Yadav S/o
Markande Yadav R/0 H.No.B-
1289, Shastri-Nagar, Delhi-
110052,have changed my name
to Santosh Yadav for all
purposes. 0040559934-8

I, Salochna Jain W/0-Kamal
Kishore Jain R/0O RZ-26P/141,
Streetno.42, Indra-Park
Extension, Delhi-
110045.Changed My Name To
Sulochna Jain. 0040559958-1

I, Saima Zaheeruddin D/o
Zaheeruddin W/o Mohammad
Furkan R/0-H.N0.304-A
Gali.No.17,Jafrabad Delhi-
110053,have changed my name
to Saima,for all purposes.

0040559927-6

I,PRITTAM SINGH S/0 Jallu Ram
R/0 Q-479, Dilshad Garden,East
Delhi-110095 Have Changed my
Name to PRITAM SINGH.

0070726845-1

I,Mursalim Ansaris/o
Mustaqeem Ansari R/o H. No.A-
324,0ld Seemapuri,Shahdara,
Delhi-110095,have changed my
name to Murslin Ansari
permanently. 0040559924-2

I, RaviJawla S/0-Vinod Kumar
R/0 House No.1 Pkt-9 Sector-22
RohiniDelhi-110085 have
changed my name to Aarav
Chaudhary. 0040559958-5

I, Rajender Prasad S/o0 Manohar
Lal Sharma,R/o0 C-100, Sector-
40, Noida, UP-20301, have
changed my name to Rajender
Sharma,for all purposes.

0040559927-11

1,Mukesh Kumar Jain S/0-Sh
Anoop Chand Jain R/0O-
7C,Sanchar Lok
Apartments,Plot No-108,I P
Extension,Delhi 110092
Changed My Name To Mukesh
Jain.

0040559924-5

I,Manvir Singh Bhati,S/o0 Gyan
Chand,R/o Tilpata
Karanwas,G.Noida,UP-
201306,have changed my name
to Manveer Singh Bhati,for all
purposes.

0040559927-8

I,Km Trapti Gupta W/0 Varun
Gupta R/0 M-160,Gali No-
10,Shastri Nagar,Delhi-
110052,changed my nameto
Tripti Gupta. 0040559927-1

I,Kamlesh Sethi W/o-Surinder
Sethi R/o0 B-7,UGF, Gali
No.22,0ld Govind Pura,Delhi-
110051,have changed my name
to Harsh Sethi for all future
purposes. 0040559934-7

I,Hare Krishna S/0 Ramdas
Prasad, R/o HNo-414 G/F,
Pocket D Ph-ii, Jj Colony
Madanpur Khadar, Sarita
Vihar, South Delhi-110076, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Puneet
Gupta. 0070726861-1

1, Virendra Mohan S/o Prahalad
Kishore SharmaR/0 347-
B,Pocket-E,LIG Flats,GTB
Enclave, Nand Nagri,Delhi-
110093 have changed my to
Virendra Mohan Sharma.

0040559934-5

I,BIPIN BIHARI YADAV,father
of ANUSKA YADAV, Village
Gidaha,P.0.Kalyanpur,Distt.
Gopalganj, Bihar-841425.have
changed my minor daughter’s
name,from ANUSKA YADAV to
ANUSHKA YADAV. Date-8-1-21,
vide-affidavit. 0040559940-1

I,Aditi Sharma W/o- Suvigya
Vidyarthi R/0-903-904,Rattan
Jyoti Apartments,Sector 4,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,U.P.
201010,changed my name to
Aditi Vidyarthi.  0040559924-4

l,Aashna Bhatia D/0O Manish
Bhatia R/0 S-444 Second Floor
Greater Kailash-2 New.Delhi
110048 Have Changed My
Name To Aashnaa Bhatia.

0040559940-5

I, Vijay Kumar Shantilal Shah
S/0 ShantiLal Shah R/0 B-
1904,First-Floor,Shastri
Nagar,Delhi-110052.Changed
My Nameto Vijay Shah.

0040559958-4

1, VUAY LAKSHMI JHA, W/O
AMLESH KUMAR JHA RESIDING
AT KLP TYPE-11/36, AIRFORCE
STATION HINDAN GHAZIABAD,
UP-201004 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO BIJAY LAXMI KUMARY
FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0070726850-1

I, Raj Kumar S/o-Gobind Shah
R/o-Flat AC-2/87-B,Shalimar
Bagh Delhi-110088 have
changed my name to Raj
Kumar Arora. 0040559924-1

I,Rahul Kumar S/0 Vishram
Singh Meena, R/0 Tundpura,
Bharatpur, Rajasthan-321408
have changed the name of my
minor Khanak aged about 3
Years and She shall hereafter
be known as Anaya.

0070726870-1

I, Sumit Mangla,Add-house, no-
816, sector -31, Gurgaon
Changed my Minor daughter
name Nehal to Nehal Mangla.

0040559940-2

1, PRUTHVI PAKALAPATIS/O
AUGUSTINE PAKALAPATI,R/0
H.NO.5-8-129, VINOBHA
COLONY, 24 AREA YELLANDU,
KHAMMAM PIN : 507123,
TELANGANA, INDIA, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as SRI
PRUTHVI RAJU PAKALAPATI
KOTA KADGAVATA KAVACHHA.

0070726869-1

I, Dharmendra Kumar Jain S/o
Sh. Krishan Kumar Jain R/o0 A-
160, Sector-26, Noida(U.P.) have
changed my name from
DharmendraJainto
Dharmendra Kumar Jain for all
future purposes. 0040559954-1

I, Chetna Chhibber W/o Karan
Chhibber R/0 1253, A/1,Near
Krishan Mandir, Najafgarh,
New Delhi-43 have changed my
name from Chetna Sharmato
Chetna Chhibber after
marriage for all purposes.

0050173918-1

I, Chandra Shekher s/o Ashok
Kumar Upadhyay r/o A-1/11,
Sanjay Enclave, Uttam Nagar,
Delhi-110059 have changed my
name to Chander Shekhar.

0040559925-1

I, Avdhesh Kumar S/0-Rama
Kant Pandey R/0 A-716,Sector-
2,Avantika,Rohini,Delhi-
110085.Changed My Name To
Avdhesh Kumar Pandey.

0040559958-3

I, Anupam Dinesh Kumar W/O
Dinesh Kumar R/0 J-61
Street.No-38 New Raja-Puri
Uttam-Nagar,Delhi-
110059,changed my name to
Anupam. 0040559927-3

I, Anand Sati S/o0 Bhawani Dutt
Sati R/o A-block Khasrano-
10/25,Kamal Vihar, Kamal pur,
Burari, Delhi 110084 have
changed my name to Anand
Prakash Sati for all purposes

0070726847-1

I, Ajay Kumar S/o Sh.Narain
Dass R/0 G-54/11 ShivRam
Park Nangloi,West/Delhi-
110041.1declared that my
daughter Ritika and Tanishka
are the one and same person.|
also declared that | used her
name as Ritika in,future for all
purposes. 0040559927-4

I, Amit Kumar S/0 Mahesh
Prasad,R/o Mohalla-
Ashanagar Nadipar, P.o-
Sohsarai, P.s- Sohsarai, Saraia,
Nalanda, Bihar-803118 have
changed the name of my minor
Daughter Aastha Rani aged
about 11 Years and She shall
hereafter be known as Aastha
Arya.

0070726878-1

I, MANOJ KUMAR PANDEY S/o
JAY PRATAP PANDEY H.NO.B-81
AALI-EXTN, SARITA-VIHAR,
DELHI-110076, changed my
name to MANOJ PANDEY.

0040559940-7

I, Amit Kumar S/O Mahesh
Prasad, R/o Mohalla
Ashanagar Nadipur, P.O-
Sohsarai, P.S- Sohsarai, Saraia,
Nalanda, Bihar-803118 have
changed the name of my minor
Son Aadarsh Rajaged about 7
Years and He shall hereafter be
known as Aadarsh Arya.

0070726873-1

I, Alka Rani Pathak W/o-Vijay
Kumar R/0 167, Aravali
Apartments, Alaknanda,
Kalkaji, Delhi-110019 have
changed my name to Alka Rani.

0040559934-4

I, Abdul Talib S/o Mohd Rashid
R/0-E-669 Masjid Wali-Gali,
Babarpur, Shahadra East-
Delhi-110032,have changed my
name to Mohd Talib Hasan

0040559905-1

I Tarushi Kaila S/0, Dr Sandeep
Kaila R/o C-2/48 Janak Puri New
Delhi have changed my name
to Divya Kaila forall purposes.

0040559892-1

ISushama W/0 Prashant Kumar
R/O RZ-744,UFF, Gali No.4, Main
Sagarpur, Delhi-110046, have
changed my name toRITU
BHARANGAR. 0040559903-3

l, Mahendra Pal Singh S/o
Radheshyam Yadav R/o
8/28,S.P.S.,Sector-28,
Noida,Distt-Gauram Buddha
nagar U.P.,have changed my
from Mahendra Pal Yadav to
Mahendra Pal Singh.

0040559926-1

I, Kiran Pal S/o RajaRam R/0
Tilpata Karanwas G.Noida,UP-
201306,have changed my name
to Kiran Pal Singh,for all
purposes. 0040559927-9

1, Kamla Devi W/O-Late Mohan
Singh R/0-H No-175\Village-
Karkardooma, East Delhi-
110092 declare that my actual
correctdate of birthis
05/01/1973. 0040559934-2

I, Kamala Menon Alias Kamala
Seshan D/O Pallasena Krishna
Seshan, R/o C-43 Kailash Appts
Kailash Colony New Delhi-
110048. have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Kamala Menon.

0070726872-1

I, Kamal Kishore S/0 Mukut
BihariJain R/O RZ-26P/141,
Streetno.42,Indra-Park
Extension,Delhi-
110045.Changed My Name To
Kamal Kishore Jain.

0040559958-2

1, Jubeda W/oJummadin R/0
H.N0.4929/P GaliNo.19 Near
Madina Masjid,East Old
Seelampur, Shahdara, Delhi-
110031 have changed my to
Zubeda Khatoon. 0040559934-6

I, Inderjit Singh Vasudev S/o
Balwant Singh Vasudev R/o-
H.N0.136,G.F Kohat Enclave,
Pitam Pura,Delhi-110034 have
changed my name to Inderjit
Singh. 0040559934-3

1, Umeruman Soel W/0 Soel
uUddin R/0-C-1007,Galaxy Vega
GH-08C Greater Noida
West,G.B.Nagar U.P,Have
Changed My Name To
Umeruman Soel Uddin.

0040559940-4

I, Hitesh Kakkar Add-314D, 1st-
floor block-M, orchid-island,
sector-51, Gurgaon.Changed
my Minor daughter name
Samiyato samiya Kakkar.

0040559940-3

1, Akash Markam S/0O Naval
Singh Markam, R/o HN0-429,
Ward No-43, Near Ravi Cycle
Store, Kasaridh, Durg,
Chhattisgarh-491001. Declare
that Name of My Mother has
beenwrongly written as
Rambati Markam in my 10th
Certificate N0-0151917. The
actual name of My Mother is
Ramvati Markam, which may
be amended accordingly.

0070726864-1

IPoonam Mittal W/o Parmod
Gupta R/o0 FU-64, 2nd Floor,
Pitampura, Near Income Tax
Colony, Delhi-110034 have
changed my nameto Pooja
Gupta for all purposes.

0040559936-1

IMaheshwari Devi w/o Ram
kailash Roy, R/0 Qtr No 129/10
karam Vihar, Sadar bazaar,
Delhi-110010, have changed my
name to Sonjharo Devi.

0040559903-1

I Kapil Chaudhary, R/0 G-5/295,
Rohini Sector-16, Delhi-110089
hereby inform thatin my
documents, my father’'s name
and mother’s name has been
written as Mahesh Chaudhary
and Krishna Chaudhary
respectively. Whereas their
Id’s have Mahesh Kumar &
Krishna Devi as their names. It
is to clarify that Mahesh Kumar
& Mahesh Chaudhary as well
as Krishna Devi & Krishna
Chaudhary are one and the
same

0040559896-1

1Joginder Kumar Singal S/o
Deen Dayal Singal R/o D-33,
Modest Ketki CGHS Ltd, Plot
No.8B, Sector-11, Dwarka,
Delhi-110075 have changed my
name to Joginder Kumar
Singhal for all purposes.

0040559938-1

I Geeta Rani D/0 Ramesh Kumar
Jindal R/0 D-33, Modest Ketki
CGHS Ltd, Plot No.8B, Sector-11,
Dwarka, Delhi-110075 have
changed my name to Geeta
Rani Singhal for all purposes.

0040559941-1

IBHAVNA LAMBA W/0 ATUL
LAMBA R/0 D-1995, 2ND FLOOR,
ANSAL-S, PALAM VILLAGE,
CHOMA(62), GURGAON,
HARYANA-122017 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME BHAWNA
LAMBA TO BHAVNA LAMBA FOR
FUTURE PURPOSE.

0040559920-1

I Amita Taluja W/O, Manjeet
Singh Taluja R/o0 F-61, Lajpat
Nagar -1, New Delhi-110024
have changed my nameto
Amita Kaur Taluja for all
purposes.

0040559895-1

I Kishor Singh S/0 Ganga Singh
R/O T -Huts- 386, Shahbad
Dairy Delhi-110042 changed
my nameto Kishori Singh.

0040559940-6

1(JCN0.804975) SUB Santosh
Roy, R/0 Qtr N0 129/10 karam
Vihar, Sadar bazar, Delhi-
110010, have changed my
minor son name from Divyansh
Divyato Divyansh Roy.

0040559903-2

1, Shailendra No. 14846707N Rank
SEP/MT R/O 304, Gram Kachhaliya,
Tehsil Sanwer, Kachhaliya Indore,
declare vide Affidavit of Notary Public
Delhi, dated 11.01.2021 that my Son’s
actual name is Ridham Choudhary
which is wrongly recorded in my official
record as Ridam Choudhary

0040559880-1

I,Harlaiyya Nagesh Ambarayya
Alias Nagesh S/O Ambaraya
Haralayya, R/o 698 Aland Khajuri
Kalaburagi Khajuri Karnataka-
585314, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known as
Nagesh Ambaraya Haralayya.

0070726863-1

| Tashoq Ahmed Rishi S/0 Ghulam
Nabi Rishi R/O Poshkar ,Tehsil-
Khag,District—-Budgam.In my
brother’s Service record (Reshi
Ishfaq Nabi working in 27 RR) my
name has been wrongly
mentioned as Tashoq Ahmad
Reshi S/O- Gh Nabi Reshi instead
of Tashoq Ahmed Rishi S/O
—Ghulam Nabi Rishi.lt needs
Correction.Objections be files to
27 RR within seven days.

0020416222-1

1,Girija Kumary W/o
Aravindaksha Pillai s R/0 JG-
2/718C\Vikaspuri, Delhi-110018
have changed my name to Girija
Aravind for all purposes.
0040559927-14

LOST & FOUND

It’s hereby informed that the allotment
letter and possession letter of EHF-267-
J-GF-084 at Emerald floors at Emerald
hills, Sector 65, Urban estate, Gurgaon,
has been lost/misplaced and not
traceable. Founder please call Sahil
Aroraat9001350111".

0040559883-1

I, Alok anand S/o0-Bimlesh
Kumar Thakur R/o D-72 sector
52 noida have lost my original
certificate Class-10 Year-2013
Rollno- 8186469 CBSE DELHI.JS
& Financial Express(BOTH )

0040559958-9

I, Amr khalid kidwai,S/o Khalid
Latif Kidwai,R/0 B-34 Abul fazal
enclave jamia nagar N.D,have
lost my original certificate
class-10th (2013) Rollno-
8102656,class-12th (2015)
Rolln0-9101944 CBSE-DELHI.

0040559958-8

I, Anju Arora W/o Sandeep
AroraR/0.18A, DDA LIG Flats,
Pocket -A ,Hari Nagar, Jail Road
,New Dehli-110064 .Have Lost
Original Demand
Letter,Allotment Letter,DDA
Possession Letter, Site
Possession, Electrical and
Water N.O.C. Finder Please
Contact above Address

0040559890-1

EDUCATIONAL

National Central council of
Vocational Training invited
application for start Training
and Study Centre
Mob.7499647774

0090280260-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

This NOTICE is hereby given to
public at large by the undersigned
Advocate on behalf of and under
instructions from his client
namely Dr. Jayantt Prasad, S/o-
Late Dr. Suchit Prasad, Presently
residing at the address J-83,
Sarita Vihar, New Apollo Hospital,
New Delhi, South Delhi, Delhi-
110076, inrespect of the land i.e.
Khata No. 121, Plot No. 41(area
0.32 acres),Plot No. 345(area
31.52 acres),Plot No. 226(area
0.08 acres), with total area 31.92
acres, situated at Village
Balsiring, P. S. Ranchi, Thana No.
253, District Ranchi, which is
subject matter of original suit no
280/2019 IN THE COURT OF
HON’BLE CIVIL JUDGE SENIOR
DIVISION RANCHI, (SUB JUDGE-
111), RANCHI IN THE MATTER OF:-
Rahul Kumar VS. Bachu Lal &
Ors. My client is one of the
coparceners / co-owners in the
above mentioned Land owned
by an Hindu Undivided Family.
The General Public as well as any
or all individuals are hereby
informed/ given Notice not to
deal or transact in the aforesaid
mentioned land or any part
thereof in respect of the said land
and not to engage in any sale,
exchange, mortgage, let, lease,
lien, charge, maintenance,
license, gift, share, possession,
easement, trust, bequest
possession, assignment or
encumbrance of whatsoever
nature. It has come to the notice
of my Client that certain
persons/individual is trying to
create third party rights in
the aforesaid property by
selling/transferring the said land.
Notice is hereby given to the
general Public at large that any
transactions either through a
registered sale deed, Agreement
to sell, collaboration Agreement,
creation of Lien, etc shall be
treated asillegal and null and void
and persons/individual/entities
will be doing so at their own risk
andaccord.

Sd/-

Sunil Kumar Rai

Advocate Supreme Court of India
D/962/1997 (R)

A-184, Defence Colony,

New Delhi-110022

Mobile: 9810920931
Email Id: sunilkrai01@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public is hereby informed that
Sh. Jag Prasad has claimed to be
the owner of Freehold residential
House No.C-50, Built-upon
property No.5, out of Rect. No.27,
Killa No.16/2 and 17, area
measuring 30 sg.yads., situated at
Village Karawal Nagar, in the
abadi of West Karawal Nagar,
illaga Shahdra, Delhi and agreed
to sell it to Mr. Abhimanyu Kumar
and Smt. Asha Devi, who has
approached the Magma Housing
Finance Limited Ltd for loan
against mortgage of above said
property, if any person has any
right, claim, title or interest in any
manner over the said property
then intimate within 7 days to
Vikas Shokeen, Advocate, AB-18,
Mainwali Nagar, Delhi-110087.
Thereafter any kind of claim will
not be accepted.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Itis to inform to the é)ublic at large that my
client Sh. Vaibhav Bhutani S/o Sh. Satya
Narain Bhutani, office at 83, Sehdev Gali,
60 Ft. Road, Vishwas Nagar, Shahdara,
Delhi- 110032, is the owner of a built uj
ﬁroperty, bearing Property No. 10/113,
aving an area measuring 100 sq.yds., out
of Khasra No.764 min, situated in the area
of vilage Chandrawali alias Shahdara, in
the abadi of Vishwas Nagar, Subhash Gali,
Main Vishwas Road, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032 vide Gift deed dated 23.10.2007
duly registered as document No. 10,681 in
additional Book no. 1, Vol No. 3,073 on
page 42 to 50, dated 23.10.2007 in the
office of Sub-registrar-VIll, Delhi, executed
by Sh. Satya Narain Bhutani. The said
original Gift deed dated 23.10.2007 had
been lost or misplaced near his abovesaid
office on 01.01.2021 at around 6:10 p.m. If
anybody finds the same, please retum at
the address mentioned below
Madhur Arora (Advocate)
5/25A, LG.F, Jangpura-B, New
Delhi-110014 (M): 9711022330

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to public at large that my
clients Sh. Surender Prasad @ Surender
Gupta @ Surender Sah s/o Budhan Sah
& Smt. Gaytri Devi w/o Sh. Surender
Prasad both r/o H. No. 51/58, Gali no. 15,
Nai Basti Anand Parbat, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi- 110005 have severed all relations
with their son namely Sh. Rahul Kumar
and also debarred/disinherited him from
movable/immovable properties because
of his acts which are harmful to my
clients. Any one deal with them shall do
entirely at their own risks, costs,
consequences, responsibilities. My
clients shall not be responsible in any

manner for the same.
Sd/- DINESH ROHILLA (ADVOCATE)
Chamber No. K-134 Tis Hazari Courts,
Delhi- 54

My Client Sh. Virender Kumar and Smt.
Babli W/O Sh. Virender Kumar R/O C-
226, Patel Garden Dwarka Delhi-
110078, En%aged Sh. Sushil Panwar
Advocate Chamber No. 716, Lawyers
Block Dwarka Court Delhi -110075, to
publish a public notice with regard to
debar disown their Son Namely Vishal
Panwar who is not under control from
their entire movable and immovable
properties. My client's son will not be
entitled for any right or license over my
client's properties. Anybody dealing with
my client's son should deal in his/her
own risk.

SUSHIL PANWAR (ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. 716, Lawyer's Chamber Block,
Dwarka Court Complex,

New Delhi -75 Mob.: 9891602301

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that my Clients Smt. Vidya W/o
Radhey Shyam, and Radhey Shyam S/o
Shyam Lal R/o H. No. 17, Ghat No. 28,
T-Huts Dhobi, Mahawat Khan Road, New
Delhi-110002, has debarred and
disinherited his son Vinay aged 36 yrs &
daughter-in-law Smt. Preeti aged 30, from
all his properties, both movable and
immovable, my client has no control over
his said son & daughter-in-law who have
no respect and regard for my client & his
family members. My client will not be
responsible for any acts & deeds of above
named persons in any manner.

Sanjay Kumar (Advocate)
380, Lawyer Chamber Block, Saket

Court Complex, New Delhi-110017

Our clients (1) Shri Pankaj Jain Slo
Late Sh. S.C Jain and (2) Smt.
Rekha Jain W/o Sh. Pankaj Jain,
both R/o A-29, MIG Block, Brij Vihar,
Chander Nagar, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201011, hereby disown
their Son  Shri Akshat Jain Slo
Shri Pankaj Jain and debar him
from inheriting any movable or
immovable property belonging to our
clients. Any one dealing with the
aforesaid son of our clients shall be
doing so at his own risk and
consequences.

MADHUR ARORA (ADVOCATE),
5/25A, LGF, JANGPURA-B,
NEW DELHI - 110014

PUBLIC NOTICE

The public at large is informed by this notice that
out client Amarjeet Kaur wife of S. Hardeep Singh
Rlo of B-55, Gujranwala Town, Part-, Delni-
110009, intend to sell her Immovable Property
Bearing Municipal No. B-55, admeasuring 241.67
Sq. Yards. But Amarjeet Kaur has lost her original
documents, Share Certficate and Perpetual Sub
Lease deed dated 12th November 1970, duly
registered in the office of the Sub-Registrar-i,
Delhi, document registered as No. 404, entered in
Book No. I, Volume No. 2511, on Pages from 147
t0 153 registered on 18.01.1971, executed by The
Gujranwala Cooperative House' Building Society
Ltd. In favour of Smt. Kailashwanti daughter of Shri
Ram Chand, In respect of aforesaid Immovable
Property and for the same a_complaint has been
registered with P.S. Model Town, Delhi under LR
No.18074/2021

Any person/personsffinancial institutions having
any right, title, interest or claim in the aforesaid
Immovable Property, should send their claim in
writing to the undersigned, alongwith the
documentary evidence in support of the said claim
thereof within 15 days of publication of the said
notice, failing which any claim shall be deemed to
have been waived

Sd-
(Yash Rawat)

Advocate

Chamber No. 37A, First Floor,
Western Wing, Tis Hazari Court,

Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to General Public that
my client (1) Deep Chand Son of
Narayan Singh and (2) Krishna
Devi wife of Deep Chand both R/o
68 Bhagwan Nagar New Delhi-
110014 has disowned and debarred
their Son namely Sanjay and their
Daughter-in-law namely Prem Lata
and their Grand-son namely Kesav
and their Grand-daughter namely
Ishanvi from severed their all
relations and their all moveable,
immoveable properties and also
severed all their relations with them
due being them disobedient,
disloyal, immoral  aftitude &
behavior towards my client. My
client shall not be responsible for
any their acts deeds done by them
anyone dealing with them shall be

on their risk and consequences.
FIROZ AHMED (Advocate)
Chamber No.619, Patiala House

Court, New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public is hereby informed that
Sh. Pratap Singh Morya & Mr.
Roshan Chauhan has claimed to
be the owner Entire First Floor,
without roof right "said floor" Part
of property bearing No.1435-A/1,
Gali No.13 (Left side), area
measuring 80 sq.yds., out of total
land area measuring 200 sq.yds.
Part of Khasra No.93, situated at
Govind Prui Kalkaji, New Delhi
and has agreed to sell it to Suraj
Tiwari & Indu Tiwari, who has
approached the Magma Housing
Finance Limited Ltd for loan
against mortgage of above said
property, if any person has any
right, claim, title or interest in any
manner over the said property
then intimate within 7 days to
Vikas Shokeen, Advocate, AB-18,
Mainwali Nagar, Delhi-110087.
Thereafter any kind of claim will
not be accepted.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public is hereby informed that
Sh. Bhagat Singh has claimed to
be the owner of Freehold
residential built-up first floor,
without roof right of property
No.127-A, area measuring 76
sq.yads., out of Khasra No.60/13,
situated at Village Hastsal Colony
known as  Block-ll, Mohan
Garden Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-
110059 and has agreed to sell it
to Mr. Praveen Kumar and Mr.
Pankaj Dahiya, who has
approached the Magma Housing
Finance Limited Ltd for loan
against mortgage of above said
property, if any person has any
right, claim, title or interest in any
manner over the said property
then intimate within 7 days to
Vikas Shokeen, Advocate, AB-18,
Mainwali Nagar, Delhi-110087.
Thereafter any kind of claim will
not be d

PUBLIC NOTICE
Itis to inform to the é)ublic at large that my
client Sh. Vaibhav Bhutani S/o Sh. Satya
Narain Bhutani, office at 83, Sehdev Gali,
60 Ft. Road, Vishwas Nagar, shahdara,
Delhi-110032, is the owner of built up
property, bearing Property No. IV/5-6,
having an area measuring 400 sq.yds, out
of Khasra No.760, situated in the area of
village Chandrawali alias Shahdara, in the
abadi of Vishwas Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032 vide Sale deed dated 30.07.2010
duly registered as document No. 15,112 in
Book no. 1, Vol No. 4,840 on page 54 to
59, dated 04.08.2010 in the office of Sub-
registrar-viil, Delhi, executed by Smt.
Swaran Kanta Karkara. The said original
Sale deed dated 30.07.2010 had been lost
or misplaced near his abovesaid office on
01.01.2021 at around 6:10 p.m. If anybody
finds the same, please retum at the

address mentioned below.
Madhur Arora (Advocate)
5/25A, LG.F, Jangpura-B, New
Delhi-110014 (M): 9711022330

Under Instructions from and on behalf of my|
clients, General public are informed that
Razia Ansar W/o S.M. Ansar & S.M. Ansar
Slo Late Abdullah, both Rio, 2251/3, Guru
Nanak Nagar, Ranjeet Nagar, New Delhi-08,
owner of property bearing No.XVII/2251/3,
Guru Nanak Nagar, New Delhi-110008, have
debarred their son, Nabeel Ansar S/o S.M.
Ansar Ahmed R/o 2251/3, Guru Nanak
Nagar, Ranjeet Nagar, New Delhi-08, from all
their Immovable properties and Movable
assets, as he has become unfaithful,
dishonest, disobedient & bad behavior
towards my clients. My clients and other
family members will not be  responsible for
their any kind of liabilities, dealings, acts,
criminal proceedings, obligations, financial
transactions, claims etc. My client has
severed all relations with them. J.C. Trikha
(Advocate) C.S., Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients sh. Sardar Singh s/o
chokhe lal & Vidya devi w/o sardar
singh both R/o RZ-1/75, gali no.2,
Tughlakabad extn, New Delhi -19
have disowned & debarred their
Son Sanjeev kumar, his wife
Meenu Tomar & his daughter Riya
singh, from their all movable &
immovable properties and they will
not maintain any relation with them
in future. If anybody deals with

them, shall be on their own risk.
Sd/- M.S. KHAN (Advocate)
Chamber No. 507, Saket Court,
New Delhi-110017

The General Public is hereby informed that
my client MR. HEMANT SAHNI S/o Late V.K.
Sahni, Rfo 20, North Avenue Road, Punjabi
Bagh West, N.D.-26, is the owner of Flat No.
6089/2, Ground Floor, Sector-6B, Vasant
Kunj, New Delhi-110057, vide Sale Deed
Regd. No. 5,766 in Book No. I, Vol. No. 576,
on pages 20 to 28 Dt. 09.03.2018, SR-VIIA,
Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi, going to borrowed
loan against his above noted property from
Cholamandalam Investmentand Finance Co.
Ltd. If any person have any objection or claim
regarding the same, may contact my client at
his Mobile no.9810398209 after publication
and after that My Client will not be responsible
for any type of claim/litigation regarding the
said property. J.C. Trikha (Advocate)
Ch.No.M-4, C.S., Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to my client Smt.
Veena Butola W/o Late
Surendra Butola R/o B-156, B-
Block, West Vinod Nagar,
Delhi 110092, do hereby debar
and disown her daughter
Deepika Butola from all her
movable/ immovable
properties forever due to her
misconduct and misbehavior.
Anybody dealing with her
would be at their own risk.
Joginder Sagar Advocate
Enrl.No.D-2336/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public at large is informed that my
clients Sh. Sandeep Kumar Hooda S/o Sh.
Satbir Singh Hooda and Smt. Nidhi Hooda
W/o Sh. Sandeep Kumar Hooda both R/o Flat
No. 604, Sector-19, Pocket-3, Dwarka New
Delhi-110075, have severed all their relations
with their son, Sh. Sachin Hooda resident of
the above mentioned address. My clients
have disowned/disinherited him from their
immovable/movable  properties  with
immediate effect. As my clients’ son is not
under the control of my clients and he does
not listen to them at all. Henceforth, if anyone
dealing with my clients’ son, he/she shall be
doing so at hisher own risks and
consequences. And, my clients shall not be
responsible for any act of his son in any
manner.
Sd/-
H.L. Nimbaa,
Advocate
Chamber No.: 846, Dwarka Court,
Dwarka, New Delhi-75;
Mob.: 9810405898
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Whilst care is taken prior to
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contents, nor for any loss or
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transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
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Government of Uttarakhand “e” procurement Notice

Bid Identification no - 51 /Nivida(Garhwal)/ Dehradun/01

Dated : 11/01/2021

1. | Name of the works:-

HOSPITAL,

CONSTRUCTION OF PROPOSED
200 BEDDED MOTHER AND
CHILD CARE WARDS IN DISTRICT

HARIDWAR

2. | Estimated Cost:-

Rs. 3368.45 Lakh (with GST)

3. | Period of Completion

18 Months

in the portal :-

4. |Date and Time of Availability of bid documents

13/01/2021 - 15.00 Hrs.

5. |Last Date/Time for receipt of bids in the portal:- | 29/01/2021

- 16.00 Hrs.

6. |Name and Address of officer inviting the Bid:-

General Manager, Construction Wing,
Uttarakhand Pey jal Nigam, 403/1,
Indira Nagar,Dehradun

7. | Pre bid meeting details (if required) Date & Place:- [18/01/2021 -

15.00 Hrs.

8. | Details of subsequent addendum/corrigendum/
cancellation etc. may be obtained from the website.

"https://www.uktenders.gov.in"

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal "https://www.uk’(enders.govgle"neI_al Manager

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

Coimbatore (Construction & Maintenance) Circle

TENDER NOTICE

Tender Notice No. 21 /2020-21 / HDO / Dated 08.01.2021

DIPR/162/TENDER/2021

For and on bahalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, Scheduled tender
through online only will be received upto 15.02.2021, 15.00 hours by the
Superintending Engineer (H), C&M, Coimbatore Circle for the work of
"Area Based - Comprehensive Road Improvements, Strengthening and
Maintenance in State Highways and Major District Roads for length of
168.20 Km in Gobichettipalayam and Nambiyur sub divisions of
Gobichettipalayam (Construction & Maintenance) Division including initial
rectification such as Improvements and Widening from Intermediate Lane
to Double Lane, Double Lane to Multi Lane / Four Lane, Improvements
including Construction of Major Bridges, Minor Bridges, Slab Culverts,
Box Culverts, Pipe Culverts, Storm water Drain, V shaped drain in
Ghat roads, Retaining wall, Crash Barrier type Center medians, Junction
Improvements, Road Safety measures to all the roads, Plantation of
Avenue trees including upkeeping for a period of 60 months" pertaining
Gobichettipalayam (H) C&M Division.

Details of works approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender
documents and all other details are available in the Government website
https:/itntenders.gov.in from 14.01.2021. If any Changes / Corrections in the
tender, it will be published in the above Government website only.

Superin
C&M,

tending Engineer(H)
Coimbatore Circle.

DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION & PUBLICITY
Government of NCT of Delhi

BLOCK-9, OLD SECRETARIAT, DELHI-110054

Tel No.: 01123814616 E Mail: dirip@nic.in
F.No.- F.16 (74)/DIP/Advt./2020-21/
Sub:- REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS INVITE FOR ENGAGEMENT OF
AGENCY FOR DIGITAL AND SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGEMENT OF
GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR.
Online Tender is invited through RFP to be downloaded from Website:
https://govtprocurement.delhi.qgov.in

SCHEDULE OF TENDER

S. Event Description Date and Time
No.
1 |Date of Uploading of RFP at E-Tender portal |[12.01.2021, 03:00 pm
2 |Pre Bid Meeting 20.01.2021, 02:30 pm
3 |Last date of receive pre-bid queries 22.01.2021
4 |Date for publication of response to the 28.01.2021
queries raised during pre-bid meeting
5 |Last date of submission of Bids 01.02.2021 05:00 pm
6 |Last date of submission of EMD 01.02.2021 05:00 pm

7 |Opening of Technical Bids

03.02.2021 03:00 pm

The details of RFP along with terms and conditions etc. is also available on

the

department

website:

http://web.delhi.gov.in/wps/wcm/connect/DOIT_Publicity/information+

and+publicity/home

This issue with the prior approval of the Competent Authority.

DIP/Shabdarth/0546/20-21

Sd/-
Director, DIP

New Delhi
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Time Pujara got his du

In a supersonic era, the No.3 has carved a niche with his old-school battin

SANDIPG
JANUARY 11

WITH A nondescript nudge through mid-
wicket, Cheteshwar Pujara completed his
6,000th run in Test cricket, only the 11th
Indian cricketer to do so. A more significant
feature was that he reached this mark in
fewer innings (134) than a host of batting
glitterati - Sourav Ganguly (159) and
Mohammad Azharuddin (143), Michael
Clarke (135) and AB de Villiers (137), and in
exactly the same number of innings as
Jacques Kallis and Mahela Jayawardene.

Yet, there has been a reluctance to ac-
knowledge him as a great of this generation.
There hangs, in some minds, question marks
over his influence and place in the side.
Instead, his old-school approach is constantly
criticised, his pace of scoring profusely cri-
tiqued, by even those former cricketers -
now pundits - who own half a prolific record
as his or batted at a slower pace than him.
The cricket world went to town about his
slowest half-century in the first innings,
though in hindsight, his 176-ball 50 glows in
immensity in the final stock-checking of the
match. Had he not soaked in all those balls,
India would not have reached even the first
innings total they eventually managed (244).

This indeed is a jet-speed era, the carsand
trains are faster, telephone networks super-
sonic, brain-synapses rocket-fuelled. Aworld
wherein delays and snags are met with in-
tolerance, the virtues of patience and for-
bearance hurled out of the window and
nipped in childhood.

Yet, there is still a place for the slow riffs
and rhythms of life. Marathons are still val-
ued, long rallies in tennis are still appreci-
ated, year-long soap operas and never-end-
ing Netflix series are still en vogue. Then why
slow batting in Test cricket is rebuked?
Remember Anil Kumble’s words when he
defended Pujara: “I thought strike rates in
Test cricket are only limited to bowlers.”

If one can’t bat slow in Test cricket, where
else can one do that? Test cricket is not a
highway one could just zip away on.
Sometimes, one has to navigate through
busy junctions, where one has to patiently
bide the time at traffic signals.

And what constitutes slow in Test cricket
anyway? Pujara bats with a strike rate of
45.45. Ajinkya Rahane’s corresponding fig-
ures are 49.8. What difference does a five-
ball differential matter in Test cricket? If one
goes back in time, Rahul Dravid’s was 42.5.
No doubt that Pujara has not reached that
stature, whether he scales such heights is
mere conjecture too, but Pujara has created
a space for himself in world cricket.

It’s time his contributions got a standalone
value. It's time he shed the next Dravid label.

MYTH VS REALITY

Pujara soaked up the most number
of balls (205) in this epochal draw. AP

MYTH: Cheteshwar Pujara scores
runs atasnail’s pace.

REALITY: His strike rate 0of 45.45 is
better than Rahul Dravid’s,
marginally lower than Jacques Kallis
(46) and Steve Waugh (48.6).

MYTH: He is not a match-winner in
away Tests.

REALITY: His average in matches
India have won abroad is 45.29;
Kohli’s is 41.88.

MYTH: He is inconsistent.

REALITY: He averages 47.85, and
completed his 6,000 runs faster than
Mohammad Azharuddin (143),
Sourav Ganguly (159), Michael
Clarke (135),and AB de Villiers (137).
He achieved the milestone in the
same number of outings as Jacques
Kallis and Mahela Jayawardene.

MYTH: He is a home-track bully.
REALITY: He averages 48 in Australia;
Rahul Dravid’s is 41.64 Down Under.
He has hundreds in England and
South Africa too.

Both are as different as chalk and cheese, but
for their essence of batting. Dravid was more
stylish, Pujara more crabby;, yet the soul of their
game is batting time and battling elements
with the defensive resoluteness and indefati-
gable mental strength. There are climes and
bowlers Dravid has conquered like few oth-
ers, like the swing and seam of England and
the delicate wristwork of James Anderson.

Formidable record

But then, Pujara has a formidable record
in Australia, his hundreds in Adelaide and
Melbourne laying the foundation of India’s
first (and so far only) series win Down Under.
In 19 innings. he averages 48 there. Dravid,
despite the landmark 233 in Adelaide, aver-
aged just 41.64 in 32 innings. This is not to
devalue the contributions of Dravid — who
played his part in the famous Perth win in
2008 with his 93 —but just to put Pujara’s
contributions in perspective, just to appre-
ciate the fruits of his labour.

His contributions to some of India’s fa-
mous wins are often forgotten. Like the 145
not out on a difficult Colombo track, which
conceptualised Kohli’s first series win as cap-
tain; or the first innings 50 in Johannesburg,
or the second innings 72 in Nottingham, or
obviously his three hundreds in Australia
that marked the zenith of Kohli’s captaincy

career yet. His average in matches India have
won abroad is 45.29; Kohli’s is 41.88.

On Monday, Pujara filed another re-
minder of his indispensability. His reassur-
ing presence provided Rishabh Pant the free-
dom to launch astirring counterattack. Until
Josh Hazlewood produced another ball-of-
the-match contender, Pujara was flawless,
batting in his own world and influencing the
match in his own way, unaffected by the
sounds of nit-picking swirling around him.
And let it not be lost in the magnificent ef-
fort of Hanuma Vihari and Ravichandran
Ashwin that Pujara soaked up the most num-
ber of balls (205) in this epochal draw.

Ahat-trick of boundaries, wrought off Pat
Cummins, silenced some of his critics. But
it’s not his prerogative to thrill. He’s not paid
to thrill, but to bat for his country, to dig deep
and win matches.

The thrill-seekers could switch toa Leeds
United game, or watch the Big Bash League
onareel. Leave Pujara and Test cricket alone.
After completing 6,000 runs in Tests, at a
faster rate than several legends of the games,
he deserves his bit of peace, space and legacy.
The tribe of Pujara should be even more cel-
ebrated because the art of slow, patient bat-
ting is dying. There will spring the Kohlis and
Steve Smiths of the world, but less so the
Pujaras.

MOHAMMAD KAIF

Delhi Capitals assistant
coach on Rishabh Pant,
the wicketkeeper
batsman he watched
closely during IPL 2020

IWASN'T surprised to see Rishabh Pant pro-
moted to No.5. It was because he was push-
ing for the win, we could end up with this
magnificent draw. When he walked out to
bat, my mind went to the IPL final. He was
sitting in the dugout that night when we as
the coaching group thought of changing the
pre-decided batting order. According to the
new plan, Pant, who was to drop down the
order because he wasn't in great touch, was
to now play at this usual position.

It was an instinctive decision and when
(head coach) Ricky Ponting told him,
“Rishabh, pad up, you are next”, he didn’t
show any surprise or nerves. No quizzical
look of “me?” He nodded, put on his pads,
sat outside and started to chat away. And
then went in and played his best knock of the
tournament, like how big-match players
tend to do. Some batsmen need to be pre-
pared a day before. With Pant, I felt the lesser
the time you gave him and didn’t make it
sound as if it's a big deal, the better it is. He
went in, took a few balls to settle in and then
went for it. Just like he did in this Test.

When he was in, you didn’t notice it was a
fifth-day pitch, you didn’t think about the
rough that Nathan Lyon was trying to hit. You
didn’t worry that he was cutting and pulling
the Australian pacers. It's his way of showing
the opposition that he isn’t overawed by a
bowler or the pitch. That he will do what he
wants. | remember an IPL game at the
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai where he
went after Jasprit Bumrah with some aston-
ishing swat-flicks.

The ball kept flying over square-leg. I
haven’t seen anyone treat Bumrah like that.
Pant did because he can. It’s not arrogance but
akind of a batting-ego that batsmen like him
have. ‘Why should I take a single just because
Iam in the 90s? Why should I defend just be-
causeit’'sBumrah? I will play my game.’ Lesser
batsmen can'’t think like that. Pant is Pant be-
cause he thinks like that. He is a special bats-

e Pant won’t change, people will
. learn to accept him for what he is

L1

AtNo.5, Pant made 97 off just 118 deliveries. AP

man. Of course, he isn't as consistent as peo-
ple want him to be but believe me, that will
come as he matures.

He is 23, a batsman of immense flair who
will produce dreamy knocks like this every 4-
5innings.

After the IPL, he didn’t play a game for a
month, just watched his team-mates play lim-
ited-overs games in Australia. Then at the first
opportunity ina warm-up game, he hitsa hun-
dred. He didn’t play in the first Test and in the
second, scored 29 but it was only after his ar-
rival that Ajinkya Rahane began to pick up the
tempo. And then, now this. I feel Test cricket is
his best format; he averages 50 in first-class
cricket, has a triple hundred. The Indian team
knows it, that's why they are giving him the
space to grow in Tests.

Three tough months

He grew as a person during the last IPL. It
was a very tough three months for him. He
hadn’tseena phase like that before. IPLwas his
domain. It was evident that the lack of runs
hurt him, left him a bit embarrassed, perhaps.
He felt he had let his team down, knew what
his team expected from him, and had never
failed in the IPL. This was something new.

His response to failures revealed his char-
acter. Failures make you think. Self-reflect.
Brain torture, as they say. He did that. Fora cou-
ple of months, subah-shaam, he worked at his
game. Of course, he would take the occasional

breaks to seeif that helps. He tried everything.
He talked about wishing to open the innings.

In the past, because he hadn’t seen such
failures, there was no need for him to try out
things. He did that now, would listen to Ponting
talk about bat-lift. Or my suggestion to try re-
laxing the shoulder in the stance and loosen
the bottom-hand grip. He would try it out at
nets. He can give the impression heisn’t listen-
ing, but he does.

Heisn't someone on whom coaches spend
too much time giving gyaan. Alittle word here
and there in informal situations and he is set.
During the IPL, after a couple of senior-group
meetings, he excused himself. Perhaps, all the
detailed talk of strengths and analysis of op-
position players didn't sit well with him. Some
players like those deep dives. For Pant, it must
have seemed like giving too much unneces-
saryrespect! Off the field, heis a fun character.
Someone who enjoys being with a group of
people. He liked to sit by the pool, chat, laugh.

JustasIwasn't surprised by his promotion
or the way he batted; I wasn’t surprised by his
dismissal too. The big shot is his way to show
the opposition that he isn’t going to be cowed
down by the situation - of personal hundreds
or the state of the match. One thing is certain,
there will be more knocks like this. He won’t
compromise his attacking game. He won’t
change, people around him will and learn to
accept him for what he is: a free-flowing at-
tacker who can win Test matches for India.

CROSSWORD 4325

ACROSS DOWN
1 Modern type of rock has 1
peculiar fans (7)
5 Maintain a high level 2
(32)
8 Abitrusty,likearetired doctor 3  Establi
(3,2,8) cultiva
9 Helivesanordered existence 4

(5)

10 Kind of seaside complaint

(6)

Evidence of the strength of
one’s spirit? (5)

No criterion for what a danger
signal should be (7,2,2,2)

shes if farms need
ting (7)

Step out a little way then go by
bus perhaps

(7) 5 Longstitches may fasten a
11 Assimilate a summary carpet(5)
(6) 6 Soldier gets pay for work;
12 Eager to change a trend others may get it without
(6) work(7,6)
15 Warning to habitualintrovert? 7 Stop before taking the way out
(43) (7)
17 Pole taking meat around for 11 Not straight
sale? (5) (7)
19 Itcutsboth ways 13 New verseI'd corrected
(3-5,5) (7)
20 Spaniard or anyone else with a 14 Disturb the master flow (6)
present 16 Sequence followed by those

(5)
Infuriates with fresh demands
(7) (5)

2

g

who are obedient (5)
18 Idols cavorting at the beaches

Solutions Crossword 4324: Across: 1 Hated, 8 Salt beef,

,9 Steel, 10 Draw near, 11

Antic, 12 Eli, 16 Esther, 17 Vendor, 18 Amy, 23 Newer, 24 Impounds, 25 Felon, 26
Holsters, 27 Stake. Down: 2 Astonish, 3 Eyesight, 4 Laurel, 5 Stows, 6 Revel, 7 Afire,
12 Era, 13 Ivy, 14 Interest, 15 Homework, 19 Modern, 20 Tight, 21 Spell, 22 Quite.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make

proper words and move them to

the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.
isaf

Iv <olf.

gingexp

M. Scott Peck (4,4)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

@ Financial risks

continue, but there

GHIT is scope to side-step
Ur. difficult issues, put
o arduous tasks to one side and

emphasise sheer fun, pleasure
competitive Ariens will benefit
-and be building up credit for
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
For all your energy
@ you appear to be
confused in several
that, although your good
qualities are being emphasised
just have to be very
understanding and
will have to be patient.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
disturbs your peace
of mind must be
because you deserve to feel
happy and relaxed. The last
squander an opportunity. And
ifyou're ahead of the game
wealth-generating
opportunities.

and relaxation. Creative and
the future.

and determination,
important respects. The point is
at the moment, partners will
sympathetic indeed. And you
@ Anything that

dealt with, if only
thing you want to do now is
you'll already be tackling new
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

Money matters
WEASENWG B0 WELL, /T's BETTER MAEVEL SLFER- zoom up to the top
LINCERWEAR OVER TRAN BEING GEEEN HERS TOYS SHOULD of your agenda. This
BLUE TIGHTS /& AND WEARING NEVER BE [N THE e ead o
: thing, norisitbad. It does,
AREAL LY BN E FLERLE BANTE THRAT SAME TOYBOX WITH however, reinforce the
o i e sSUFERHERC suspicion that you really must
H TS get cash questions sorted out.
s You must also make sure that
2 partners are happy — even if
i you don't feel like it.
i LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Colleagues and co-
i + workers are bound
§ = to want more than
=3 ¥ [ you are prepared to
- M give, but this will probably
be the least of your problems. If
you are able, turn your
serious attention to spending
Difficulty Level 5s o plans. And if you're looking for
Instructions B4 = e < anew job, the underlying
Tosolve aSudoku puzzle,  — 4 T = g 2649|5811 3|7 trendfs are now moving in
iak our favour.
o™ nine vertical columns, in g 4| Bi97 (16452 The positive aspect
< | eachoftheninehorizontal dB 8 4126t1 /351780 @ of current obstacles,
rows and in each of the hurdles and
2 | rineboes 5 g 8 2  |95/1|aB 73286 challenesisthat
you may become more
8 315 g 83| 7i6(9 2({5:1 4 experienced, self-confident
o | and astute. You see, stars
a le_flculty LevTeI o 2 8 [ 87 2/54 3881 which are awkward for
1s=Very easy; 2s=Easy; 4 7 ) 1143816 . 9|2 T |5 others are actually quite
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; S = 5 aBl2 7 1l6 4/3 favourable for you. Fate
5s=VeryHard; 6s= & 3 112 (@) _certainly has some surprises
Genius L I s ; 7] instore.

LIBRA (Sep 24 -Oct 23)

Your last word over

@ affairs has not been
uttered. However,

contradictions or

complications may remain, the
about them will be eased. And,
as tension relaxes, so your

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Your lunar patterns

@ challenging, but
looking on the

to stimulate you into new

achievements. Or, to put it

are sometimes the most

difficult. So, if you meet

the winner in the long run.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Sagittarians are
slightly confused.

is drawing you towards

everything that s routine,

another is urging you to be
profound and spiritual. What
the two together.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
and social passions
seem to be at the

stresses and strains. You may

have strong feelings about
better not to get too closely
involved. But then sometimes
the emotional pot. Can you
resist the temptation?

What magnificent

@ times these are! Any
challenging

planetary influences signify

with a remarkable opportunity
to break the patterns and habits
continue with your plans

in private.

Creative activities
@ are signified by the

planets in active
and energetic sectors of your
talents to every area of your
existence, both personal and
on new group responsibilities
soon, by the way, so make

family or domestic
although underlying
pressure to do something
optimism will grow.
are distinctly
bright side, such periods tend
another way, the best lessons
challenges head-on, you'll be
Isuspect that many
@ One planetary force
ordinary and mundane, while
you've got to dois try and bring
Creative aspirations
@ centre of this week's
certain people, and might do
you just have to get in and stir
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
adverse or
that you are now presented
of alifetime. The next stage is to
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
peculiar line-up of
chart. Bring your own unique
professional. You'll be taking
some spare time.
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INDIA TO TRAVEL TO BRISBANE

The Indian cricket team is set to leave for Brisbane on Tuesday. “I want to thank
the Queensland Government for their cooperation and willingness to working
closely with CA and the BCCI so we can deliver the fourth Test as planned... but
more importantly delivering on a plan that places the safety of the players,

match officials,” CA interim CEO Nick Hockley said in a statement.

PTI

Sydney Cricket Grind

Ashwin 39* (128), Vihari 23* (161) battle injuries to help India defy Australia on Day 5; Pant, Pujara star too

SANDIPG
JANUARY 11

AT THE end of arguably the most heroic rear-
guard act in the history of Indian cricket,
Hanuma Vihari, one half of the famous
Sydney jailbreak pair, could barely move. He
was limping and hobbling through much of
his 161-ball tour de force — how much he
scored hardly mattered — after tearing his
hamstring when stealing a single early in his
innings. He plunged into the tired embrace of
Ravichandran Ashwin, who had worn lusty
blows on his chest, arm and ribs.

Inthe end, after their 256-ball exhibition
of unshakeable defiance, they were ex-
hausted, in both body and mind, and had not
the energy to even shake hands, let alone
scamper for souvenir stumps.

Ashwin was lost for words, but gathered
himself and told a television interviewer: “It
was aknock equal to scoringa hundred.” The
most valued 39 runs of his career. Later the
proud captain, Ajinkya Rahane, said he was
convinced Vihari would treasure this knock
more dearly than his only Test hundred till
date. Itdidn't seem like this was tobe a spe-
cial day for Vihari when he clutched his thigh
and grimaced in pain after taking a single.
After the physio attended him, he tried to
take a few steps but stuttered.

He leant on his bat, as if it were a walking
stick. His partner Cheteshwar Pujara looked
empathetically at him.

From the dressing room balcony, Ashwin
looked on urgently, in case Vihari chose to
surrender and retire hurt.

But he is made of sterner stuff than that.
Beneath his unassuming manners and inex-
pressive gaze is a tough mind that would not
give up.

He firmly signalled towards the dressing
room that he was disinclined to retire hurt.
Rather die fighting than not fight at all.

The tear impaired his movements, he had
to reach out to defend on the front foot. The
Australian pacers sensed the kill, peppering
him with fuller deliveries outside the off-
stump, interspersed with the short ball.
Nathan Lyon would tease and torment him

R Ashwin grimaces after he was hit by the ball on Day 5 of the Sydney Test.
Hanuma Vihari batted despite an injured hamstring. AP

SCORECARD

AUSTRALIA vs INDIA
SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND
Toss: Australia, chose to bat

AUSTRALIA 338 & 312/6 D
INDIA 244 & 334/5 (O/N: 98 FOR 2)
CPujarabHazlewood 77 (205b,12x4)
ARahane (c)cWadebLyon 4(18b)
RPant + c CumminsbLyon

97(118b, 12x4, 3x6)
H Viharinot out 23(161b,4x4)
R Ashwinnotout 39(128b,7x4)
M Extras (Ib3,nb6 w2) n
M Total (137 overs) 334/5
W FoW: 1-71(Shubman Gill, 22.1ov), 2-92 (Rohit
Sharma, 30.2 ov), 3-102 (Ajinkya Rahane, 35.4 ov),
4-250 (Rishabh Pant, 79.1 ov), 5-272 (Cheteshwar
Pujara, 88.20v)

HBowling:

M Starc 22-6-66-0
JHazlewood 26-12-39-2
P Cummins 26-6-72-1
NLyon 46-17-114-2
CGreen 7-0-31-0
M Labuschagne 4-2-9-0

4th Test: Brisbane; Jan 15 to 19

with fuller balls outside the off-stump.

Vihari looked troubled. He had endured
sowretched a series that his future in the side
teetered on the edge of the precipice. But
what mattered was that he protected his
wicket. He stabbed at balls, but didn’t edge.
He was in an almost trance-like state.

Comrade in arms

Sowas Ashwin, his comrade-in arms. His
batting had seemingly tapered off in recent
times, though he had seldom looked out of
touch. <

On Sunday night, his wife Prithi tweeted,
he had gone to bed with a terrible back pain.
He could not stand up straight in the morn-
ing or bend to tie his shoelaces.

Trading languidness for solidity, Ashwin
reeled out his bravest innings to date. When
the full-ball ploy didn’t harvest immediate
rewards, Pat Cummins decided to blow him

with short balls.

Just after tea, a short ball crashed onto his
arm-guard, which the umpire deciphered
had brushed his glove. Ashwin immediately
reviewed, upon which the decision was over-
turned. That was a decisive moment in the
match, as his exit would have exposed
Ravindra Jadeja, padded up despite a broken
arm, and the flimsy lower order.

Body blows

He took a solid blow from Cummins on
his chest, and almost fell on the canvas. But
when the pacer dug another one short, he
got nicely behind the line and defended off
the backfoot.

A short ball from Josh Hazlewood
brushed Ashwin’s right shoulder, another
thundered onto his chest, close to his ster-
num. But Ashwin didn’t budge.

Hazlewood then stationed four catchers

on the legside and made no effort to conceal
his ploy to target Ashwin.

The bowler was left cursing his luck when
aleading edge fell in no man’s land. Another
one jumped out of substitute fielder Sean
Abbott’s grasp. Ashwin rode his luck, and
made it count.

Between overs, the two batsmen barely
talked or laughed. It was not until it came
down to the last two overs that Vihari broke
into half a smile. Ashwin, though, did all the
pep talk, constantly urging Vihari: “Aadu
MaamaAadu, innum path over tha!” (Keep on
batting, there are just 10 more overs).

Anover later, Starc finally caught the edge
of Vihari's bat, only for it to be grassed by Tim
Paine. Ashwin kept shouting: “Parava ilee,
aadu Maama” (It doesn’t matter, keep on
playing). And they did, safely negotiating a
late onslaught to script one of India’s most
famous jailbreaks.

RAVINDRA
JADEJAis setto
undergo surgery
on his broken
thumbon
January 12 and is
likely to miss the
Testseries
against England in February. India
will also sweat on the fitness of
Jasprit Bumrah and R Ashwin for
the final Test in the ongoing series
against Australia in Brisbane on
January 15. Bumrah suffered from
abdominal strain on the
penultimate day of the Sydney Test
and Ashwin had a severe back pain
that he gritted through to star in
India’s historic rear-guard action to
save the Test.

IT'S EXPECTED that both
Ashwin and Bumrah will
recover in time but Hanuma Vihari
will miss the last Test, due to
hamstring injury. India is likely to
play Mayank Agarwal for Vihariand
the decision on who will replace
Jadeja will be taken after inspecting
the conditions at the Gabbain
Brisbane.

MOHAMMED SHAMI, who
fractured his right arm, is already a
doubtful starter for the first two
Tests against England. It’s not clear
whether Hardik Pandya, who isn’t
playing the ongoing Syed Mushtaq
Ali tournament s fit enough to
bowl. Ishant Sharma, who missed
the Australian tour due to a side
strain, will prove his fitness in the
ongoing T20 domestic tournament
Syed Mushtaq Ali, while
Bhuvneshwar Kumar picked up
three wickets in his first match in
the tournament on January 10.

Jadeja in doubt for England series

India’s walking wounded list swells to 10

— MOHAMMED RAVINDRA
SHAMI JADEJA
Fracture in fracture in
rightarm left thumb

SHREYAS

IYER

Shoulder gt\HUL

inju

oy Wirist

sprain

RISHABH

PANT

Sore

elbow

MANISH
PANDEY
Tennis
Elbow

HANUMA
VIHARI
hamstring

UMESH YADAV
calf injury

JASPRIT —

BUMRAH

Abdomen
strain

RASHWIN
Back tweak

The roster swells to 12 if Ishant Sharma & Bhuvneshwar Kumar, who suffered
injuries in IPL and had to miss the tour, are included. And 13 as Hardik Pandya is
yet to start bowling long spells in competitive games.
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AAA VEHICLEADES PVT LTD. COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES COMPANY MAGIC AUTO TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES DD MOTORS KRISH AUTOMOTORS DD MOTORS PREM MOTORS TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
PH: 8448993400 PH: 8860011600 PH: 7290075604 PH: 9999525750 PH: 9081900800 PH: 7838555076 PH: 9081900800 PH: 011-42900000, 7065074531 PH: 7290099520

1800-102-|NEXA

NEXA EAST OF KAILASH NEXA LAJPAT NAGAR NEXASECTOR1  NEXASECTOR63  NEXA SECTOR 10 NEXA IND AREA GREATER NOIDA NEXA IMT MANESAR NEXA SAHIBABAD  NEXA MEERUT ROAD NEXA BATA CHOWK
RANA MOTORS BAGGA LINK MOTORS ROHAN MOTORS ~ VIPUL MOTORS  FAIR DEAL CARS ROHAN MOTORS PLATINUM MOTO CORP MOTORCRAFT SALES ~ ROHAN MOTORS LTD. VIPUL MOTORS
" PH: 9999788886 PH: 9818199367 PH: 8376800026  PH: 9599814775  PH: 9953993450 PH: 8744000600 PH: 9953345301 PH: 8130582222 PH: 9599040601 PH: 9599814771
Www.nexaexperience.com NEXA MATHURA ROAD  NEXA NIT NEXA MG ROAD NEXA RAJIV CHOWK GURUGRAM  NEXA SECTOR 29 GURUGRAM NEXA SOHNA ROAD NEXA SECTOR 62 NEXA DELHI ROAD

NEXA SOHNA
PASCO AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9899961000

PASCO AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9999120572

BVA AUTO

I NEXA IDC SEC 14 GURUGRAM
PRE S|
PH: 1294121212

M MOTOR: PASCO AUTOMOBILES
PH: 0124-4440000, 7065074501

PH: 9711290001

RANA MOTORS
PH: 8585991111

TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9999525740

COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES
PH: 0124-2877000, 7290025353

VIPUL MOTORS
PH: 9205899706

*Finance scheme details mentioned above are at the sole discretion of financier and terms and conditions as specified by the financier shall apply. For more details, please contact your nearest NEXA dealership. Features and accessories shown may not be
part of standard fitment. Black glass shade on the vehicle is due to the lighting effect. Images used are for illustration purposes only. Offers vary across variants. Maruti Suzuki India Limited reserves the right to discontinue offers without notice.

DINCO 4 WHEELS LLP

NOW YOU CAN ALSO BOOK ONLINE PH: 7082100301

A REVOLUTIONARY WAY

TO CONNECT TO YOUR CAR

» Vehicle Tracking

» Emergency Alert
SUZUKI » Driving Behaviour Analysis

conne Ct » Live Vehicle Status

aovancen Teemarics sorurion b Vehicle Alerts

=

o

Offered separately as Genuine NEXA Accessory
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