
 

The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of

information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and

accurate and reliably reported from across a 

nation in quarantine. 

A voice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells. 

Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express

to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis  through the day on 

indianexpress.com

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932



DA ILY FROM: AHMEDABAD , CHAND IGARH , DELH I , JA IPUR , KOLKATA , LUCKNOW, MUMBAI , NAGPUR , PUNE , VADODARA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2020, NEW DELHI, LATE CITY, 20 PAGES `6.00 (`8 PATNA & RAIPUR, `12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

WORLD

PORTLANDSHOOTING
SUSPECTKILLED
DURINGARREST
RESCUERSSIFT
THROUGHBEIRUT
RUBBLEASSIGNS
OF LIFE EMERGE
PAGE17

THEEDITORIALPAGE

THEFACEBOOK
CONUNDRUM
BYPRATAPBHANUMEHTA
PAGE10

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER4

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
on Friday brought financing of
start-upsundertheprioritysec-
tor lending(PSL)categoryof the
banking sector, proposedmore
creditflowtodistrictswithlower
PSL, anddoubled loan limits for
renewableenergyandhealthin-
frastructure “to align it with
emergingnationalprioritiesand
bringsharper focuson inclusive
development.”
In a bid to address regional

disparitiesintheflowofpriority
sector credit, the RBI, in its re-
visedPSLguidelines, decided to
rankdistrictson thebasisof per
capitacredit flowto thepriority
sector, and build an incentive
framework for districts with
lower flowof credit andadisin-
centive framework for districts
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ONSCOSIDELINES,DEFENCEMINISTERSMEETFOR2HRS,20MINUTES

THERBImove,which
comesata timewhen
creditgrowthhas re-
mainedsluggishat6.7%
andGDPfor the firstquar-
ter contractedby23.9%, is
aimedatenablingbetter
creditpenetration to
creditdeficientareas, in-
creasing the lending to
small andmarginal farm-
ersandweaker sections
andboostingcredit to re-
newableenergyand
health infrastructure.
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Big rural credit
push from RBI,
start-ups put in
priority sector
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THE BIHARMadrasa Education
Board has decided to adopt a
“modern andmainstream syl-
labus” in the academic session
thatbeganthisApril,includingop-
tionsforstudentstochoosefrom
science,artsandcommerceafter
Class 10, and adoption of SCERT
and NCERT textbooks. Over
10,000teachersweregivenonline

trainingduringthelockdown,by
expertsincludingtheUnicef,tobe
abletoteachthecourses.
TheBiharmadrasaboardhas

over4,000madrasasaffiliatedto
it, including1,942government-
aided, with over 15 lakh stu-
dents. Ithasbeenholdingonline
classes for thestudents.
As per the new syllabus, the

language of instruction would
beUrduandschool textswillbe
alsoinUrdu.Students,however,
will have English and Hindi as

separatesubjects.Theentiresyl-
labushasbeenuploadedonline
on their website for the help of
students, Bihar Madrasa
Education Board Chairman
Abdul Qaiyum Ansari told The
Indian Express. An app has also
been launched for students to
access thematerial.
Likestudentsenrolled in the

Biharboard,themadrasaswould
prescribe SCERT textbooks till
Class 10 and NCERT ones in
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Bihar madrasas bring in science, arts:
‘students must compete with world’

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

A SET of newly declassified
White House tapes reveal in
stark detail President Richard
Nixon'sdeepantipathytowards
IndiaandIndians,which,fanned
byhisNationalSecurityAdviser
Henry Kissinger, determined
United States policy towards
NewDelhi in theearly1970s.
Atameetingwithagroupof

seniorofficials intheOvalOffice

on June 17, 1971, Nixon dispar-
agedIndianwomenasthe“most
unattractive women in the
world”,andIndiansasthe“most
sexless”and“pathetic”people.
Kissinger called Indians “su-

perb flatterers” whose “great
skill” was to “suck up to people
inkeypositions”.
Contents of the new tapes,

whichwere released in batches
up to May this year, were re-
ported by Prof Gary J Bass of
PrincetonUniversity inanopin-
ion piece in The NewYork Times

on Friday. Bass had filed a legal
requestfortheirdeclassification.
As a deeply polarised US

headsintoapresidentialelection
thathasbeencomparedwiththe
one in1968—which sawNixon
successfully exploit the racial
anxiety of white Americans in
thewakeofwidespreadurbanri-
ots — the tapes draw a line be-
tween the personal racism of a
Presidentanditsreflectioninhis
attitudes towards international
eventsandactors.
The June 17, 1971meeting,

held between 5.15 pm and 6.10
pm, was captured by the Oval
Office taping system, and ap-
pears as Conversation 525-001
of theWhiteHouseTapes.
Towards the 50thminute of

the54-minute, 42-second tape,
Nixon says: “Undoubtedly the
mostunattractivewomeninthe
world are the Indian women.
Undoubtedly.”
Hecontinues:“Themostsex-

less, nothing, these people. I
mean, people say, what about
theBlackAfricans?Well,youcan
seesomething,thevitalitythere,
Imeantheyhavealittleanimal-
like charm, but God, those
Indians, ack, pathetic. Uch.” As

hesays this, there is laughter.
The new tapes provide fur-

ther evidence of Nixon's well
known hostility towards India
and his soft spot for Pakistan,
whichledhimtolookawayfrom
the genocide by the Pakistani
armyagainsttheBengalipeople
inwhatwas thenEastPakistan.
Bass, a professor of politics

and international affairs at
Princeton,haddetailedtheNixon
administration’sattitudeandac-
tions inhis2013book,TheBlood
Telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, and a
ForgottenGenocide.
In an email response to The

Indian Express on Friday, Bass
CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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IndiraGandhiwithRichardNixoninNov1971. ExpressArchive

New tapes show more of Nixon ‘hatred’ for India, Indians

FORCEMAJEURE

Centre citing Act of
God unusual, could
affect range of
contracts: experts

AASHISHARYAN
&AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

BYINVOKINGthe“ActofGod”in
shrugging away its
Constitutional responsibility of
assured payments to states un-
der the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime, theCentrehas set
a precedent that could have
widerramifications,legalexperts
and those who have worked
withtheGovernmentsaid.
If contracts involving the

Centre—asovereignthathasthe
power to decide policy— are
deemed null and void on ac-
countof forcemajeure, thiscould

haveabearingon arangeofcon-
tracts that include
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Used inGSTshortfall contextbutcan
affect rents, interestpayouts,utilitybills

DefenceMinisterRajnathSinghmeetshisChinesecounterpart,WeiFenghe, inMoscowonFriday.ANI

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

ARMY CHIEF General M M
Naravane,whohasbeenreview-
ing operational preparedness in
eastern Ladakh after Indian
troopsoccupiedheightstothwart
Chinesemanoeuvres,Fridaysaid
the situation along the Line of
ActualControl is“tense”.
He said Indian actions have

only been along the LAC— this
was his way of countering
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SHUBHAJITROY
&KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

HOURSAFTERForeignSecretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla de-
scribed the situation along the
LineofActualControl inLadakh
as “unprecedented” since the
1962war with China, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and his
Chinese counterpart General
Wei Fenghe held a meeting
Friday night in Moscow to try
andresolve thebordercrisis.
Singh and Wei met for 2

hours and 20 minutes on the
sidelines of a gathering of
Defence Ministers of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation.Wei had sought a
meeting with Singh on
Thursday, days after Indian
troops occupied strategic
heights on the south bank of
PangongTsoandRechinLa.
Indiahopesthischangedsit-

uation on the ground in Ladakh
willmake theChinese return to
the disengagement talks table.
TheChinesehavebeenreluctant
to step back from the Pangong
Tso north bank and Gogra Post
aftercrossingpointswhichIndia
saysmark theLAC.
Ahead of the meeting at
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Rajnath,Chinaminister talk, ForeignSecy
sayssituationunprecedentedsince1962

GeneralMMNaravane inLadakhonFriday.ANI

Firsttimein40
years,liveslost…
willnotyieldon
territory,opento
dialogue:Shringla

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

Army chief counters China: Indian actions only
along LAC, situation tense but troops prepared

SC dismisses
review pleas,
JEE, NEET
remain on
schedule
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

CLEARING THE way for NEET
and JEE (Main), the Supreme
Court Friday dismissed a clutch
of petitions, including one filed
by Ministers from six
Opposition-ruledstates,seeking
a review of its August 17 order
thatallowedtheentranceexams
for medical and engineering
courses tobeconducted.
“We have carefully gone

throughthereviewpetitionsand
theconnectedpapers.Wefindno
merit inthereviewpetitionsand
the same are accordingly dis-
missed,”aBenchofJusticesAshok
BhushanandBRGavaisaid.
The review petitions were

considered in-chamber.The JEE
(Main) started on September 1
andwillcontinuetillSeptember
6, while NEET will be held on
September13.
Ofthe4,58,521studentswho

hadregisteredfortheJEE(Main),
3,43,958 had appeared for the
examtill September3.
Intheirplea,thesixMinisters

fromMaharashtra,Punjab,West
Bengal, Jharkhand, Rajasthan
andChhattisgarhhadreferredto
the rise in Covid cases and said
that a two-month delaywould
give the government time “to
put in place an adequate
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SUANSHUKHURANA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

THE PRESTIGIOUS Dhrupad
SansthaninBhopal,aresidential
music gurukul with accredita-
tion to Unesco's intangible cul-
tural heritage committee, finds
itself in the middle of a storm
with two of its famed gurus —
Ramakant Gundecha and
AkhileshGundecha—accusedof
sexualharassment.
Theallegationsfirstsurfaced

in a Facebook post put up by a
group titled, ‘Dhrupad Family
Europe’, andemailedto thestu-
dents of the musicians, high-
lighting alleged harassment by
the two gurus for years. The
Amsterdam-basedyogateacher
whoput up the postwrote that
she was doing it on behalf of

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

FROM LOW participation by
Japanese companies to tenders
cancelledbecauseof steeprates
quoted by bidders, India’s first
bullet train project is stuck on
multiple fronts—and staring at
adelayof around fiveyears.
The IndianExpresshas learnt

that the Railways now expects
theproject tobecommissioned
fullybyOctober2028,insteadof
the original timeline of
December 2023. The revised
timelinehasbeenestimatedaf-
tertalkswiththeJapaneseteam
that is working on the project,
sources said.
“We can maybe compress

thetimelinetosomeextentifall
the outstanding issues are re-
solved quickly. But in such a
complex technical project, the

timeline cannot be compressed
to a great extent,” a senior offi-
cial told The Indian Express.
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ShowikChakrabortyarrivesforquestioningattheNarcotics
ControlBureauoffice inMumbaionFriday.GaneshShirsekar

MOHAMEDTHAVER
&SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER4

RHEACHAKRABORTY's brother
Showikandthehousecaretaker
oflateactorSushantSinghRajput
wereonFridaynightarrestedby
the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) for allegedly procuring
non-commercial quantity of
marijuana/ganjafromanalleged
drugsupplieratleast10-12times
between September 2019 and
April thisyear.
AspertheNarcoticDrugsand

PsychotropicSubstances(NDPS)
Act, for non-commercial quan-
tity, a person can get immunity

fromprosecution in lieu of vol-
unteering for rehabilitation
treatment. The NCB generally
registers cases involvingmari-
juanaonlywhenabout20kgor
more is involved. However, the
NCB said it was probing if
Showik and Samuel Miranda
were part of a "network" in-
volved in buying and selling of
marijuana toBollywood.
They have also claimed that

theproduct inquestionwasnot
simplemarijuana but its more
potent and curated version,
“bud”, which sells at nearly the
sameratesascocaine.TheNDPS
Act,however,doesnotdifferen-
tiate between types of
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Rhea brother, Rajput aide
held, NCB says probing
Bollywood ‘drug network’

AkhileshGundechaand
RamakantGundecha

Workersat theSabarmatihubof theMumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet trainproject, inAhmedabad. Express file
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Gundecha
brothers caught
in sexual abuse
row, Dhrupad
Sansthan probes

Bullet train faces 5-yr delay: high
costs, Japan firms not so keen

USPresident’s remarkson Indianwomen,Kissinger'son
howIndians ‘suckup’ framedpolicy in70s:GaryBass

New Delhi



THESECONDPAGE2 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY,SEPTEMBER5,2020

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

HowCovid-19will
changewhatweseek in
ourdevices
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Thisweekonourtechpodcast,OurOwn
Devices,wetalkaboutwhat thesetimes
havemadeusrealizeabout techandhowit
willaffectwhatwelookfor inourdevices.

DOWNLOADAPP

GHARANAS, THE ANCHOROFHINDUSTANIMUSIC SPAWNEDBYMUGHALDECLINE
TheoriginofthegharanatraditionistracedbacktothetimewhentheMughalempirewasat itstwilight,and
artandcultureofthecourt,disintegratedtofindnewhomesintheprincelystates.

TECH VIDEO

REALME7VSREALME6:
WHATHASCHANGED?

Alot isdifferent
betweenthenew
Realme7andRealme6

W
EB

EX
CL
U
SI
VE

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOADTHEAPP

ABHAYDEOLON
‘JL50’

‘JL50 isnot thekindof
narrativeyouseevery
often’

■VISUAL STORIES

■ DAILY BRIEFING

■ PODCASTS

■ CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

IndianExpress
★★★★★■4.6

Nixon ‘hatred’
pointedtoasectionof thebook,
inwhichhehadoutlinedtheori-
ginsofNixon’s attitude towards
India and Indians. The reasons,
according to the book, were
many— including India’s policy
of non-alignment, and its “sus-
piciously good termswith the
SovietUnion”.
“Nixon’santi-Indianleanings

hadbeenreinforcedwhenJohnF
Kennedy took a warmly pro-
India line,” Bass wrote in the
book. “On topof that, therewas
a mutual loathing between
Nixon and Indira Gandhi”. And,
finally, therewas the friendship
betweenhimandPakistan’sthen
President Gen Agha Muha-
mmadYahyaKhan,whowasact-
ing as his go-between with
China.
Nixon and Kissinger had

deepmisgivings about thenUS
Ambassador to IndiaKennethB
Keating, who had,much to the
dislike of the President and the
National Security Adviser,
briefed them on the atrocities
committed by Pakistan on the
Bengalis.
On the tape, as Nixonwon-

derswhyKeatingwasontheside
of the Indians, Kissinger says:
“They are superb flatterers, Mr
President. They aremasters at
flattery.Theyaremastersatsub-
tle flattery. That’showthey sur-
vived600years.Theysuckup—
their great skill is to suck up to
people inkeypositions.”
In The Blood Telegram, Bass

wrote about the President and
hisAmbassadorto India:
“Nixonmadeabrief effort to

speaknicelyoftheIndians.Itdid
not gowell. ‘Letme say this,’ he
intoned,‘Idon’twanttogiveyou
the wrong impression about
India. There are 400 million
Indians.’Keatingcorrectedhim;
therewere actually 550million
Indians. Nixonwas surprised: ‘I
don’t knowwhy the hell any-
bodywould reproduce in that
damn country but they do.’
Trying to revert to kindness, he
said that India had ‘some sem-
blance of democracy’ and that
‘we want them to succeed.
Because there are 550million
people, we want them to do
well.’ Then, as if overtaxed by
that niceness, he added, ‘And
they always hate us… interna-
tionally,weknowthat’.”
In another passage in the

book,Basswrote:“Nixonbitterly
said, 'The Indians need—what
theyneedreallyisa—,’Kissinger
interjected, ‘They’re such bas-
tards.’ Nixon finished his
thought: ‘Amass famine.’”
Instancesandcommentslike

thesewere common inNixon’s
conversations about India, and
the new tapes show a visceral
hatred towards Indians. Bass,
who has accessed these tapes,
found thatmany still had long
bleeps.
InDecember 2012, Bass had

filedalegalrequestforamanda-
torydeclassificationreviewwith
the Richard Nixon Presidential

Library and Museum. After
muchdelay,theNixonlibraryre-
leaseda fewunbleepedtapes in
May2018andJuly2019,then28
more in batches fromOctober
2019toMay2020.

Act of God
payment obligations such as
rents, interest payouts, utility
billsandevensalaries.
“Forcemajeure, inlaw,isused

in the context of commercial
contracts between two parties.
TheSupremeCourthasnumer-
ous recent rulings on it in the
contextofissuessuchaselectric-
ity tariffs.We have had several
natural calamities, drought,
tsunami, which can all legiti-
matelybecalledActsofGod.Not
oncedidtheGovernmentresort
tothat(invokingForceMajeure).
Nowhere in theworld has any-
onereferredtothediseaseinthis
manner...andcertainlynotinthe
realmof taxes,” a formerUnion
Government Secretary and an
infrastructure sector regulator
toldThe IndianExpress.
The invocation of force ma-

jeure can possibly be also done
for payment of salaries but ex-
pertssaidstatutoryobligationto
paysalariesremainssacrosanct.
“Can tomorrow the states say
that Iwill not pay salaries of all
civil servants because of force
majeure? So what do you do?
We cannot tell employees that
yougoandborrowmoneyfrom
themarket. This (GST compen-
sationtostates)isastatutoryob-
ligation and you cannot get out
of it. Say forexample theairline,
if theydonotpaytheirloans,can
they invoke the same clause?,”
senior counsel and legal expert
Arvind Datar told The Indian
Express.
Datarsaidforcemajeureisnot

“normallyavailable”instatutory
obligations. “It is like adearness
allowance. If I take a base year
andsaythatIwillgiveyou10per
centDAper year, thenonceyou
have a DA, it does not matter
whether the wholesale prices
havegoneup,inflationisthereor
deflationisthere.Youhavemade
thecommitmentofaDAandyou
havetogivethat,”headded.
The clause can also be cited

tostallpaymentstocontractors,
who have performance-linked
contracts such as in road con-
struction. “Wherever there is a
contract,particularlywithaper-
formanceclause,ifthisparticular
position is upheld in court then
it can be used. For contractors,
money is paid based on achiev-
ingmilestones butmilestones
havebeenaffected,soforcema-
jeurecanbeinvoked,”anexpert
withexperienceinGovernment
affairs said.
Lastweek, FinanceMinister

Nirmala Sitharaman, after the
41st GST Council meeting, re-
ferredtothepandemicasanAct
ofGodwhiledetailingthatstates
needtoborrow—insteadof the
Centre— tomeet theGST com-
pensation deficit. “The Act did
not foresee anAct of God, it just
kept saying protected revenues

shouldbetakencareof,”shesaid.
TheCentreandOpposition-ruled
states are in a slugfest over fi-
nancingoftheGSTshortfallofRs
2.35lakhcroreinthecurrentfis-
cal,withCentregivingstatestwo
options to borrow to bridge the
gap.
AtleastsevenChiefMinisters

havewritten to the PrimeMin-
ister rejecting the options and
asking the Centre to borrow in-
stead.

Bullet train
The 508-km Mumbai-

Ahmedabad High Speed Rail
Corridor is being constructed
with an 80 per cent loan from
Japanat0.1percentinterestand
a15-yearmoratorium,with the
system to be built mostlywith
Japanesetechnologyonthelines
of theShinkansen.
Indiahadbeenkeenonopen-

ingat leastaportionof theproj-
ect by August 2022, to coincide
with 75 years of Independence.
AndtheRailwaysofficiallymain-
tainsthattheoriginaltimelineis
still inplace.
“As per the feasibility study,

the target date for the comple-
tion of the project is December
2023,”saidaspokespersonofthe
National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSRCL),
theimplementingagency,which
was set up in 2016with equity
participationbytheRailMinistry
andtheMaharashtraandGujarat
governments.
However, The Indian Express

haslearntthatthetenderforthe
most crucial section— a 21-km
underground stretch, including
a seven-km section under the
seanearMumbai—didnot find
Japaneseparticipationandcould
not be finalised in the first at-
temptearlier thisyear.
Besides, in many of the 11

tenders originallymeant to be
executed by Japanese compa-
nies, the prices quotedwere up
to 90 per cent higher than esti-
mates indicated by the project
consultants. Indiahasrefusedto
accept the huge escalation, it is
learnt.

Credit push
withhigher flowofprioritysec-
torcredit.
Accordingly, from FY 2021-

22 onwards, a higher weight
(125percent)wouldbeassigned
to the incremental priority sec-
tor credit in the identified dis-
trictswherethepercapitaPSLis
less than Rs 6,000, and a lower
weight (90 per cent) would be
assigned for incremental prior-
itysectorcredit in the identified
districtswherethepercapitaPSL
ismorethanRs25,000.
Asmanyas184districtswith

low per capita PSL credit flow
will benefit from the RBImove.
Ahigher credit flow to the rural
sector is expected toboost rural
spending at a timewhen GDP
growth has contracted by 23.9
percent inthe Junequarter.
The RBI has also brought

loans to farmers for installation
of solar power plants for solari-
sationofgrid-connectedagricul-
turepumps,andloansforsetting
up compressed bio gas (CBG)
plantsasfreshcategorieseligible
for finance under the priority
sector.
Inapushto thestart-upsec-

tor,thecentralbanksaidloansup
to Rs 50 crore can be availed by
start-ups—asperthedefinition
oftheMinistryofCommerceand
Industry— that are engaged in
activities other than agriculture
ormicro,smallandmediumen-
terprises (MSMEs).

JEE, NEET
mechanisminconsultationwith
thestategovernmentstoensure
asmootherandsaferconductof
examinations”.
They argued that if the

August 17 order was not re-
viewed, “grave and irreparable
harmandinjurywouldbefallthe
student community”, and it
would endanger the health of
candidatesandputpublichealth

in“severe jeopardy”.
TheMinisters whomoved

the court are: Moloy Ghatak
(West Bengal), Rameshwar
Oraon (Jharkhand), Raghu
Sharma (Rajasthan), Amarjeet
Bhagat (Chhattisgarh), Balbir
SinghSidhu (Punjab), andUday
RavindraSamant(Maharashtra).

Madrasa board
Class 11 and 12. Islamic studies
would remain a part of the cur-
riculumfromClasses1to10.
Chairman Ansari said, “We

realised that only studying
Arabic would not suffice. We
want our students to learn all
subjects,likeothers,whilestudy-
ing Islamic courses. We want
them to compete with the
world.”
Ansari said the uploaded

contentincludesover800videos
onthenewsyllabus.“Wearealso
bookingslotsonDoordarshanto
run our classes.We have been
taking online admissions as
well.”
The Biharmadrasa board is

anautonomousbodyunder the
state government and is fully
fundedbyit.
SAMoin,aseniorconsultant

withUnicef,Bihar,said“thecom-
pleteparadigmshift”inthestate
had been in the works since a
2017-2018 Unicef study called
for sweeping changes in theex-

isting system. “Starting
November 2019, the madrasa
board startedworkshopswith
experts. After several rounds of
workshops, we revised the syl-
labus.”Hepointedoutthatthere
ishardlyanysyllabusinthecur-
rent system. “Books are ran-
domly referred for subjects.We
nowhaveacombinationofprag-
maticsyllabusandIslamicstud-
ies.Thosewhowanttobemaul-
visandexcel in religious studies
haveaseparatestream.”

Gundecha bros.
a friendwhowanted to remain
anonymous.
Ramakant,onehalfof thefa-

mousGundechabrothers along
with elder brother Umakant,
died last year of a heart attack.
Umakant heads the Dhrupad
Sansthan. Akhilesh is their
brother and a pakhawaj player,
whoaccompanies themandof-
ten maestros such as Ut Z F
Dagar, Ut Fahimuddin Dagar,
Asgari Bai, and Ritwik Sanyal.
Dhrupadisoneoftheoldestsur-
viving classicalmusic forms in
India.
Signed by its Chairman

Umakant,DhrupadSansthanput
outastatementsayingtheyhad
set up an internal committee to
lookintothecharges.“Thecom-
mitteeshall lookintotheallega-
tions levelled against Akhilesh

Gundecha, and until the com-
mittee submits its report, with-
out averting to themeritsof the
allegations, AkhileshGundecha
has voluntarily recused himself
fromalltheactivitiesofDhrupad
Sansthan.”
It complaint post claimed

thatmany studentswere sexu-
allypropositioned,toldtogivein
ifthey“everwantedtohaveaca-
reerinmusic”,andthatsayingno
would mean “trouble at the
Gurukul”.Thepostalsoclaimed
thatthegurustouchedtheirstu-
dents inappropriately.
A woman student of

Akhilesh, who left the institute
afteracoupleofmonths,toldThe
Indian Express that he would
keeptalkingaboutherlooksand
how lonely hewas. “I ignored it
initially.ItoldhimthatIwashere
to learnmusicwithclean inten-
tions. He would keep sending
messages. When I confronted
himonce,albeitmildly,ashewas
my guru,my father’s age, and I
really looked up to him, he said
it wasn’t his fault and that he
couldn’thelphimselfbecauseof
howI looked,”saidthestudent.
She said in one-on-one ses-

sions, Akhileshwould sit really
closetostudents,sometimesbe-
hindthem,andholdtheirhands
to teach. “One knowswhen the
touchisinappropriate.Iwascon-
fused and uncomfortable,” she

said,addingshehadonlytoldher
family so far about what had
happenedandnotanyoneatthe
institute. She claimed hearing
that a couple of students had
confrontedAkhileshonce,buthe
was reportedly unfazed, telling
them, “You do whatever you
want, go to the press if need be,
nothingwillhappentome.”
Amale student at the insti-

tute, who studied under
Akhilesh, also speaking on the
conditionofanonymity,claimed
that everyone around knew
about the sexual misconduct.
“We knew some of our female
friendswere feeling disturbed
but everyonewas too scared to
speakup.Noonewantstheirca-
reersended,”hesaid.
CarnaticclassicalvocalistTM

Krishna said Umakant should
step down as chairman of the
Dhrupad Sansthan. “It’s unfath-
omablethatMrUmakanthadno
clueaboutthis...Hecan’tremain
chairmanif therehastobeafair
investigation," Krishna said,
adding,“This isaveryclose-knit
communityandit’ssociallylim-
ited. Everybody knowswho is
powerfulandwhocallstheshots.
Soalotoftimespeopledon’ttalk.
Inanycasesexualharassmentis
such a complicated space for
thosesuffering."
Born inUjjain,Umakantand

Ramakantlearneddhrupadfrom

Zia Fariduddin Dagar and his
brotherZiaMohiuddinDagar—
cousins of the two significant
forces in the second half of the
20th century, the senior Dagar
Brothers (NasirMoinuddin and
NasirAminuddin)andthejunior
Dagar Brothers (Nasir
Zahiruddin and Nasir Faiyaz-
uddin). They began to perform
four years later. The Gundecha
brothers would subsequently
becomeaforcetoreckonwithin
theworld of the rare art form.
The twowere awarded Padma
Shri in 2012 and the Sangeet
NatakAkademiAward in2017.

Rhea
marijuana,with all carrying the
samepunishment.
With Showik andMiranda’s

arrests, sevenpeoplehavebeen
held in a case filed by the NCB,
that also names Chakraborty,
whowasseeingRajputbeforehe
was found dead at his home on
June14.
AnNCBofficialsaidtheywill

questionShowikandMirandato
findout the intended recipients
of the marijuana they had al-
legedlyprocured.
Theofficialsaidthatbasedon

what they say, theymight call
others for questioning. The FIR
lodged against them contains
sections pertaining to produc-
tion, possession, import, export
of cannabis plant and cannabis,
withamaximumprisontermof
10years,apart fromsectionsre-
latingtoattemptstocommitof-
fences, abetment and criminal
conspiracy.
This FIR is in addition to the

case theNCBhad initially regis-
tered against Showik and
Chakrabortybasedonallegedin-
formation fromherWhatsApp
chats provided by the
EnforcementDirectorate (ED).
The five arrested earlier by

the NCB are facing charges of
supplying bud at parties. The
NCBtoldacourtduringaremand
hearing on Thursday that
Showikhadprocuredmarijuana
fromoneof the five,AbdelBasit
Parihar (23), 10 to 12 times in
eightmonths.
TheNCBclaimedthatParihar

usedtoprocuredrugsfromZaid
Vilatra andKaizan Ebrahim, ar-
restedearlier,“asperinstructions
of ShowikChakraborty”. “There
are other instances where re-
spondent (Parihar) facilitatedto
arrangeforthedrugsandhewas
in contact with Showik
Chakraborty,”theNCBsaidinits
remandapplication.
The agency said Parihar had

“givenmany names” about the
peoplehewas“dealingindrugs”
with, and that hewas an active
member of a “drug syndicate”
connected with ‘high society
personalities and drug suppli-
ers". It claimed he used to pay
and receivemoney via Google
Pay and the probe will be
widened to other personswho
madeandreceivedthepayment.
TheNCBalsoclaimedtohave

arrested Vilatra with Rs 9.55
lakh,andsaidthatinavoluntary
statement, he had named
Parihar as “a receiver of the
ganja/marijuana”. His lawyer
TaraqSayyeddeniedthatVilatra
hadgivenanysuchstatementto
the agency.The other two ar-
rested, Abbas Ramzan Ali
LakhaniandKarnArora,wereal-
legedlyfoundtobeinpossession
ofnon-commercialquantitiesof
marijuana and are out on bail.
Vilatra and Parihar are in NCB
custodytillSeptember9.
Stressingonalargernetwork,

theNCBsaiditwasinvestigating
“the drug angle in the Sushant
Singh Rajput case” andwanted
to investigate the case thor-
oughly“soas touproot thedrug
citadel in Mumbai, especially
Bollywood”.
Chakraborty is also facing a

CBIprobeforabetmenttosuicide
as well as amoney laundering
probe by the ED in connection
withRajput'sdeath.
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Rajnath, China minister talk, Foreign Secy
says situation unprecedented since 1962

Situation tense but troops prepared: Army chief

Hotel Metropol in Moscow,
Shringla,speakingataseminar
inNewDelhiorganisedbythe
IndianCouncilofWorldAffairs,
said India “will not yield” on
“territorial integrityandsover-
eignty” but is “open to resolv-
ingoutstandingissuesthrough
dialogue”.
Responding to questions,

Shringla said: “I think you are
right in saying that we have
had an unprecedented situa-
tiononourIndia-Chinaborder.
Wehavenever had the sort of
situationsince1962…wehave
lost, for the first time, lives of
soldiers, which has not hap-
pened in the last 40years. It is
anunprecedentedsituation.”
“We have also seen that

there has been an attempt to
take unilateral action… there
seemstobeanefforttochange
facts on the ground…wewill
be firm and resolute in resist-
ing this. And as far as we are
concerned, there will be no
compromise on our sover-
eigntyand integrity,”hesaid.
“At the sametime,we, as a

responsiblenation,arealways
willing to talkorwilling toen-
gage…eveninthedepthofthe
Covid crisis, we have kept our
communication lines open.

Our senior commanders have
been talking on the ground,
diplomatshavebeentalkingto
each other, both in Beijing in
Delhi. Even as we speak,
groundcommandersare talk-
ing toeachother.”
“But it is a fact that it can-

notbebusinessasusual…un-
less there is peace and tran-
quillityinourborderareas,the
normal bilateral relationship
willbeaffected.Thereisalink-
age betweenwhat is happen-
ing on the border and our
larger relationship and that
fact, I think, is very, very evi-
dent,”hesaid.
“Wehaven'tseenthismag-

nitudeofamassingof forceson
the border… But what is im-
portant is that during difficult
momentsofthiscrisis,wehave
been engaged, bothmilitarily
and diplomatically, with
China.”
At the SCO meeting in

Moscow, Singh told the gath-
ering:“Peaceful,stableandse-
cure region of SCOmember
states, which is home to over
40percentof theglobalpopu-
lation, demands a climate of
trustandcooperation,non-ag-
gression, respect for interna-
tional rules and norms, sensi-

tivity to each other’s interest
andpeaceful resolutionof dif-
ferences."
"If Imayborrowanideaar-

ticulatedbyourPrimeMinister
in adifferent context, our goal
should be ‘Security and
Growth for all in the Region’,”
hesaid.
On the situation in the

Middle East, Singh said “India
has vital interests and links of
civilisationandculturewithall
states in the Gulf” and asked
the region’s countries, “all of
whicharedearand friendly to
India” to “resolve differences
by dialogue based onmutual
respect, sovereignty and non-
interference in internal affairs
of eachother”.
OnAfghanistan,hesaidthe

security situation there “re-
mains a concern” and that
“Indiawillcontinuetosupport
the efforts of the people and
GovernmentofAfghanistanfor
anAfghan-led,Afghan-owned
and Afghan-controlled inclu-
sivepeaceprocess”.
Singh reaffirmed India’s

commitment to the evolution
ofaglobalsecurityarchitecture
thatisopen,transparent,inclu-
sive,rules-basedandanchored
in international laws.

AlsoFriday,ExternalAffairs
Minister S Jaishankar partici-
pated in a videoconference of
BRICSForeignMinisterswhich
includedChinese counterpart
WangYi.
In a Twitter post later,

Jaishankar said: “Exchanged
viewsonthe international sit-
uation and regional hotspots
including Afghanistan and
West Asia. Urged full support
ofBRICS inreformingUNSCas
an exercise in our collective
faithinmeaningfulmultilater-
alism.”
Meanwhile, Russian and

Indiannavyshipsarecarrying
out the IndraNavy exercise in
theBayofBengal.Thebiennial
bilateralmaritimeexercise,the
Indian Navy, “epitomises the
long-term strategic relation-
shipbetweenthetwonavies”.
The Indian Navy is repre-

sented by guidedmissile de-
stroyer INS Ranvijay, indige-
nous frigate INS Sahyadri and
fleet tanker INS Shakti, along
withtheirintegralhelicopters,
whileRussiahassentdestroyer
AdmiralVinogradov,destroyer
Admiral Tributs and fleet
tanker Boris Butoma of the
Pacific Fleet based in
Vladivostok.

ChineseallegationsthatIndian
troops crossed the LAC last
weekend.
In pre-emptive moves to

scuttle Chinese plans, Indian
troopsracedtooccupyheights
on the south bank of Pangong
TsoandRechinLanearRezang
La,givingthemacommanding
view of the terrain including
the Spanggur Gap and the
ChinesegarrisonatMoldo.
IndianandChinesebrigade

commandershavebeenmeet-
ingregularlyeversince,butthe
talks have not made much
headway. The brigade com-
mandersmetforaroundthree
hours Friday, their fifthmeet-
ingsinceMonday.
The Army, General

Naravane said in Leh, will en-
sure that the status quo is not
changedunilaterally. “The sit-
uation along the LAC is tense.

We have undertaken precau-
tionary deployment in some
areas.Thetroopsareprepared
for all contingencies thatmay
arise. All these actions have
beencarriedoutonlyalongthe
LAC,”hesaid.
He expressed confidence

that IndiaandChinacanfinda
resolution to the four-month
military standoff via talks.
“Over thepast threemonths,”
he said, “both sides are en-
gaged in resolving the situa-
tion.”
Military and diplomatic

channels,hesaid,arefunction-
ing and the “Indian side is
firmly committed to resolve
thecurrentsituationalongthe
LACthroughengagement.We
will continue to utilise all ex-
istingmechanisms to reduce
tensionand toensure that the
status quo is not unilaterally

changed”.
On his visit to eastern

Ladakh to review the pre-
paredness levelsof thetroops,
General Naravane said he
reached Leh Thursdaymorn-
ing “and spent timewith the
commanders and troops to
makea first-handassessment
of the situationalongourbor-
ders”.
“It was very satisfying to

seeoursoldiersandlocalcom-
manders in highmorale and
goodhealth,”hesaid,addingit
gavehim“confidencethatthey
arewellpreparedtosafeguard
the territorial integrity of our
nation”.
The Indian Army, he said,

“isknownfor itscommitment
and resolve” and “the nation
cancountonus”.
Oneof his visitswas to the

Chushul sector where Indian

troops moved rapidly last
weekend. In a statement, the
Army said General Naravane
“interactedwith soldiers and
localcommandersdeployedin
difficulthigh-altitudeforward
areas” and “urged all ranks to
remain vigilant andmaintain
a high order of operational
readiness”.
AttheXIVCorpsheadquar-

tersinLeh,LtGeneralYKJoshi,
Northern Army Commander,
briefed the Army chief on the
preparednesslevelsandthelo-
gisticsarrangementsforsuste-
nance of forces, especially in
thewintermonths.
General Naravane, the

Armysaid,“expressedsatisfac-
tionontheeffortsbeingmade
toensureoperationaleffective-
ness and capability enhance-
mentof the forces”.
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ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER4

COVIDCASEScontinuedtosurge
in the capital, with 2,914 cases
being recorded on Friday. The
death toll rose to 4,513,with 13
more fatalities in the last 24
hours. This is the fourth succes-
sivedayinSeptemberwhenover
2,000 new cases have been re-
ported, and is also the highest
single-day spike in 69 days. On
June23,thecapitalhadreported
thehighest single-dayspikeun-
tildatewith3,947cases.
Withtheriseincases,officials

said bed occupancy in ICUs had
goneup,especiallyattopprivate
hospitals.Atpresent,31of79pri-
vate facilities in Delhi that have
bedsand ICUs forCovidpatients
are running full, includingMax
Saketwith32ICUbedswithven-
tilators;MaxPatparganjwith10;
IndraprasthaApollowith12;and
FortisVasantKunjwith7.
A government source said

that about70%of Covidpatients

admittedinICUsofmosttoppri-
vate hospitals are fromoutside
thecapital: “Closeto70%ofbeds
inDelhiarestillvacant.Thereare
131Covidhospitals and, at pres-
ent,onlythreearefull.There’sno
shortageofbedsrightnowbutan
increasing number of patients
fromoutsideDelhicouldemerge
as a cause for concern.Wehave
observed that ICUbeds in a few
topprivatehospitalsarealloccu-
pied, with over 70% of patients
admitted there from outside
Delhi.”The IndianExpresshadon

September2reportedhowcriti-
cal-care facilities at top private
hospitalswere once again run-
ning full as the number of daily
Covidcaseswereontherise.
Some private hospitals said

they have been receiving calls
from patients in other states.
“Over the past week, we have
been getting queries from pa-
tients and their attendants from
outside Delhi on ICU bed avail-
ability.Patientsinneedofcritical
careareapproachinghospitalsin
Delhi asmovement restrictions

have been lifted. Unfortunately,
we had to deny admissions to
many patients as our ICUs are
full,”saidaseniordoctoratFortis
hospital,VasantKunj.
DrPKBharadwaj,chiefexecu-

tivedirectorofSarojHospital,said:
“Critical-care facilities are better
inDelhi,andthegovernmentand
private sector are working to-
gether to provide treatment for
Covidpatients.So,manypatients
are rushing tohospitals herebut
unfortunately, we can't admit
more as ICUbeds are occupied."
Thehospitalhas10ventilatorbeds
intheICUandallarefull.
In June,whenthecapitalwas

seeing a sharp rise in cases, CM
ArvindKejriwalhadsaidthegov-
ernmentwillreservebedsonlyfor
Delhiites—amoveoverruledby
L-GAnil Baijal,who said no one
should be denied treatment on
thegroundsof being anon-resi-
dentofDelhi. Sources saidof the
4,500 out of 14,000 Covid beds
occupied by patients, 1,500 hail
from other states like UP,
Haryana,Uttarakhand,Bihar.

HIGHESTSINGLEDAYSPIKE IN69DAYS

ThecollapsetookplaceonthenightofAugust22

Sohna road collapse:
Highway authority
debars concessionaire

Girl ‘abducted, raped’ by
neighbour in Mehrauli

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,SEPTEMBER4

TENDAYSafterasectionofanel-
evatedroadbeingconstructedas
partoftheSohnaroadprojectcol-
lapsed, the National Highways
AuthorityofIndia(NHAI)hasde-
barredtheconcessionaireofthat
sectionoftheprojectfrompartic-
ipatinginitsbids.
Officialssaidashowcauseno-

ticewasissuedtotheconcession-
aire, M/s Rajiv Chowk-Sohna
HighwayPvt. Ltd., after the inci-
dent, to explain the violations of
obligations in the concession
agreement.Theexplanationinre-
sponse,however,wasfoundtobe
“unsatisfactory”.
Officials added it was also

found the concessionaire had
failed to discharge its obligation
to construct a safe structure and
ensure the safety of users and
pedestrians, with lapses being
found in the implementation of
“safetymeasures,workmanship,
adherence to construction
methodologiesandprocedures”.
Thesehadbeenhighlightedtothe
concessionaire before the inci-
dentaswell,buttonoavail.
“With immediate effect, the

concessionaire has been de-
barred fromparticipating in any
NHAI bids… involving major
structural works until they
demonstrate reliable construc-
tionmethodologies/designsand
adequate safety measures at
sight,anddemonstratethatsuch
typeofaccidentdoesnotoccurin
otherpartoftheirworks,”saidan
NHAIofficial.
Officialssaidtheauthorityhas

also “warned” the concession-
aires,contractorsandconsultants
on the project tomaintain the
standardslaidoutinthecontract,
failingwhich“strictactioninclud-
ingblacklisting”willbetaken.

Confirming themove, Ashok
Sharma, Project Director, NHAI,
said, “The concessionaire has
been debarred for tendering
henceforthuntil furtherorders.”
The incident had took place

around 9.30 pm on August 22,
when a span of the spine be-
tweenpillars number 10 and11
of the under construction ele-
vatedroadhadcollapsed.
Thestructureispartofthe21-

km-long Sohna roadproject be-
ing constructed in twopackages
— a 9 km stretch between Rajiv
ChowkandBadshahpur,ofwhich
the elevated road is apart, anda
12 km long stretch between
Badshahpur and Sohna. The en-
tire projectwill cost around Rs
1300croreandhasadeadlineof
July2021.
Followingthecollapseof the

span almost twoweeks ago, a
four-member committee was
formedbyNHAI toexamine the
lapses in construction, suggest
remedialmeasuresandconduct
adetailedprobe.
Officialssaidsamplesofcon-

crete fromthecrushedsegment
have been sent for testing to a
third-party laboratory since it
suspected its qualitymaybe re-
sponsible for thecollapse.
Meanwhile,work on the en-

tire project has been suspended
since August 26 after officials,
during an inspection of the site,
found that safety norms laid
downintheagreementwerebe-
ingviolatedbyconcessionairesof
both packages, with no traffic
marshals being deployed at the
site and barricading also being
improperinseveralconstruction
zones.
Concessionaires of both the

packageswere directed to sus-
pendwork and a penalty of Rs
50,000 per day had been im-
posed on themuntil the safety
measureswereput inplace.

AMILBHATNAGAR
GHAZIABAD,SEPTEMBER4

AFIVE-DAYserosurveillancebe-
ganinGhaziabadonFriday,with
10teamssettocollect1,440sam-
ples frompersons above the age
offiveyearsacross45markedar-
eas in the district. Ghaziabad is
among 11 districts across UP
whereserological surveillance is
beingheldforthefirst time.
"Over the next five days, we

will be getting samples from
teams deployed for the survey.
The state government has laid
down protocols for the survey
which isbeingfollowedbyeach
district. There is no upper age
limit in terms of sample collec-
tion while the lower age limit
hasbeensetatfiveyears.Ourfo-
cusontestingremainsthesame
as we target between 2,500-
3,000testsonadailybasis,"said
NKGupta,CMO,Ghaziabad.
TillFridayevening,Ghaziabad

reported 8,907 caseswith 7,536
recoveriesand70deathswith2%
of the population having been
tested.Till Friday,approximately
2lakhtestshavebeenconducted.
Officials said the teamswill col-
lect 32 samples fromeach area,
whichwillincludeeightsamples

of minors between the age of 5
and 18 years. The survey will
cover prevalence of Covid-19 as
wellasHepatitisBandCsimulta-
neously, officials said. The sam-
pleswill be sent to KingGeorge
MedicalCollege,Lucknowwhere
data fromall 11 districtswill be
collated. Of the 45 clusters, only
nineareindenselypopulatedru-
ralareas,mostofwhicharesitu-
atedattheDelhiborder .
In the last two months,

Ghaziabad sawanoverall dip in
positivity rate from approxi-
mately7%to4%,officialssaid.This
can also be attributed to in-
creasedantigentestingfollowing
thedirectivesofthestategovern-
ment.Dailycaseshaveincreased
fromapproximately 100 during
the last phase of lockdown to
around150 cases daily after un-
lockdown,officialssaid.
"Our strategy still remains

earlydetection.Wearefocussing
extra on areaswhere there have
been no bcases in the past.We
don’twant them to become fu-
turehotspotsasthereisincreased
travel of people betweenDelhi
andGhaziabad.Wehavedemar-
cated buffer and containment
zonesandtestextensivelytocon-
trolthesituation,"saidGhaziabad
DMAjayShankarPandey.

TOTAL CASES

1,85,220
Total Vacant

HOSPITAL BEDS 14,151 9,295
VENTILATORS 1,205 642

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Sep3 2,737 1,528 19 32,834
Sep4 2,914 1,751 13 36,219
Total 18,842* 1,61,865 4,513 17,05,571

*Total active cases

CORONAVIRUS IN THECAPITAL

With over 2,900newcases,
bed occupancy in capital rises

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

A34-YEAR-OLDdoctorandtwoof
hisassociateswerearrestedforal-
legedlyforgingCovidtestreports.
Police said the accusedwould
wearPPEkitsandcollectsamples
frompatients’homestomakethe
process seem authentic. Later,
theywouldforgetestreportsand
putnamesofrenowneddiagnos-
ticcentresandlabs.
Police said the accused, Dr

KushParashar,isaphysicianwho
did his Master’s from Russia.
Policesaidhehasallegedlyforged

over 75 reports in thepast three
months. A senior police officer
saidaninitialproberevealedthe
accusedwascheatinghispatients
who trustedhimandwanted to
get tested for Covid. Thematter
cametolightafterpolicereceived
acomplaintfromaprivatelab,al-
legingthereportswereforged.
OnAugust30,amanwhoran

anagencythatprovidesnursing
care called Dr Parashar and
askedhimtoconductCovidtests
after a clientwanted to get two
nurses he had hired tested. The
doctor gave theman forged re-
ports.Thereportswerethenfor-
warded to his client. However,

the client noticed a small error
in the reportandcalled the lab.
Police said the doctors at the

labwereshockedastheydidnot
have records of the patients, al-
though the report looked like it
wasmadebythem.Themanrun-
ningtheagencyandthepatients
were unaware of the forged re-
ports, said police. “We came to
knowthedoctorwasmakingtest
reportsofrenownedlabs...These
reportswere beingmadewith-
out even testing samples,” said
DCP(South)AtulKumarThakur.
Police soon found thedoctor

and his associate, Amit Singh,
worked fromhome atMalviya

Nagar and arrested them from
there. “Theywould go to homes
ofpeoplewithPPEkitsandequip-
menttocollectsamples.Thesam-
pleswerelaterdiscardedandre-
ports were made as per the
doctor’sinitialexaminationofthe
patient’s health and symptoms.
Reportsweremade in thename
of renownedlabs,”saidpolice.
Dr Parashar told police he

hadbeendoing this formonths
for people who wanted to get
tested, andchargedRs2,400 for
each ‘test’. On Friday, police ar-
restedtheotherassociate,Sonu,
who helped with ‘testing and
computerwork’.

5-day sero survey
begins in Ghaziabad

Doctor held for forging Covid test reports

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

AMINORgirlwasallegedlyab-
ductedandrapedbyherneigh-
bour inMehrauli on Thursday.
The family of the victim said
the accused took the girl to his
houseand lockedherup. Later,

he attacked her and allegedly
rapedher.However,policesaid
they are yet to arrest the ac-
cused. Police said cross-FIRs
havebeenregisteredbythevic-
tim’s and accused’s families.
Both have alleged that a

fight broke out between them
with the girl's family alleging
rape. Police said the matter is
under investigation.

New Delhi
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ON THE eve of Teachers’ Day,
Deputy Chief MinisterManish
SisodiapraisedDelhigovernment
school teachers whowent be-
yondtheirjobamidtheCovid-19
pandemic, and recounted in-
stancesof teachers ensuringon-
line education reaches themost
disadvantagedstudentsorbygiv-
ing their all while working at
quarantinecentres.
Among those lauded by

Sisodia is Sarita Rani Bhardwaj
(53),ateacherattheGovernment
Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya at
PaschimVihar,whoapproached
rationshopsandcouriercompa-
nies to tracestudentswhocould
notbecontacted.
“Sincemanystudentsgivein-

correctnumbers,Ihadaproblem
trackingsomeofthem.Ifirsttried
to find their locations through
other students who stayed
nearby.Whenthatdidn’twork, I
took help from the local ration
shops and courier delivery per-
sons. After a lot of hardwork, I

wasabletotraceallmystudents,”
shesaid.
Sarita said she gave work-

sheets in bulk to those students
who could not access them on
WhatsApp:“Iwenttoacybercafé
andprintedthematmyowncost,
and provided themworksheets
for aweek. The studentswould
meetmeonce aweek to submit
themandIwouldgivethemfresh
worksheets.”
Reena Malik (33), who

teaches at Government
Sarvodaya Co-ed Senior
Secondary School at RK Puram,

alsofacedsimilarissuestryingto
findastudentwhosefatherwasa

dailywagelabourer.
“My student, Aditi, and her

family packed up and left for
theirvillageinUttarakhanddur-
ingthe lockdownanditwas im-
possible to trace her. She is a re-
markable student, so I didn’t
wanthertolosetouchwithstud-
ies.Ikeptmakingenquiriesandit
turned out she had contacted
one of her classmates through
hermother’sphone.WhenIcon-
tactedher,shetoldmeshedidn’t
have internet connection so I
would get in touch with her
every5-6days, butnowthe fre-
quency ishigher,” shesaid.
Though his subject was not

among the online classes,
Rajendra Prasad Sharma (51),
whoteachesSociologyatGBSSS,
JharodaKalan,decidedtoensure
his students don’t lose touch
with the subject: “My subject
wasnot among those forwhich
online classes are being con-
ducted.ButIdidn’twantmystu-
dents tomiss out on their stud-
ies, so I started making audio
notes and sending them tomy
students. Later, I prepared PDFs
for them.”
Away from theworld of aca-

demics and assignments, Alok

KumarMishra (36) fulfilled his
duty by serving at a quarantine
centre in Narela, where a large
group of Tablighi Jamaatmem-
berswerealsostaying.
“We stayed in a makeshift

tentoutside thequarantinecen-
tre,andourjobwastobetherefor
thoseinsidethecentresandtend
totheirneeds.Weworked8am-
8 pmone day, and then 8 pm-8
amthenextday.DuringRamzan,
nightswereespeciallyhecticbe-
cause of Iftar and earlymorning
sehri.But itwasa learningexpe-
rienceforme,”hesaid.
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ASHNABUTANI
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INTERNATIONAL PASSENGERS
whohaveaconnectingflightvia
Delhiwill soonhave theoption
of getting an RT-PCR test for
Covid-19 at the Indira Gandhi
InternationalAirport.Theserv-
ice will begin in the middle
of this month, a Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) official said.
In collaboration with

GenestringsDiagnosticCentre,a
laboratory based in the capital,
DIALhassetupa“lab”sprawled
overanareaof3,500sqmonthe
fourth floor of the multilevel
parking at Delhi Airport’s
Terminal3.
However, there is no such

provisionforthosewhosedesti-
nationcityisDelhiitself,saidthe
official. “If a transfer passenger
travelling fromabroaddoes not

forsomereasonhaveaCovid-19
negative report, they can get
themselvestestedattheairport,”
theDIAL official said. The result
will be available within a few
hours, theofficial said.
“The passenger can either

wait in the waiting lounge for
four-six hours for the report, or

at a hotel in the vicinity. A strict
policyofsocialdistancingwillbe
maintained in the lounge,” the
official said.
Friday’s announcement

comes two days after the Civil
AviationMinistry said interna-
tionalpassengerswithconnect-
ingflightscanavailof testingfa-

cilities at airports before travel-
ling onward to their final desti-
nation. IGI is the first airport to
announce themeasure. “This is
to boost international opera-
tions.Wehavenoplansofdoing
thiswithpassengersofdomestic
flights, as each state and Union
Territory has its own protocol,”

theDIALofficial said.
The official said any passen-

ger who tests positive “will be
processed in linewith applica-
ble ICMR protocols by the state
authorities”.Theofficialalsotold
TheIndianExpress that“interna-
tional passengers whowant to
avail of this service at Delhi

Airportwillbediscouragedfrom
bookingconnecting flights”.
This, the official said, is be-

cause “thewait for the result is
four-six hours — and so a con-
necting flight, if at all one is
booked, shouldbebookedwith
agapof eighthours”.
The“idealscenario”,theoffi-

cialsaid,shouldbe“thatthepas-
sengerbooksaconnectingflight
after the result at the Delhi
Airport comesnegative”.
DIAL CEO Videh Kumar

Jaipuriar said: “The pilot initia-
tive has been taken to ensure
testing of all arriving interna-
tional transfer passengers
scheduled to board a domestic
connecting flight post arrival in
DelhiAirport.”
DrRajatAroraofGenestrings

said: “As India enters a crucial
stageof furtherrelaxinginterna-
tional borders, it is imperative
thatacomprehensivestrategyis
put inplace.”

SERVICETOBEAVAILABLEMID-SEPTEMBER

HAPPY HOURS
Staff sanitiseabar inConnaughtPlace,Friday.Bars inthecapitalhavebeenallowedtoopenfromSeptember9. PraveenKhanna

Books worth Rs 1
lakh missing, college
panel to probe
ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER5

DELHI UNIVERSITY’S College of
Vocational Studies (CVS) pur-
chased180booksworthoverRs
1 lakh from2015-18—but only
onpaper.Theverificationprocess
of these bookswas completed
and accession numbers also
given, but the books never
reachedthecollegelibrary,anin-
ternalprobehas found.
Thecollege’sGoverningBody

(GB),initsmeetingonAugust19,
hasdecidedtosetupanother“in-
dependent enquiry committee”
to probe thematter and “fix re-
sponsibility”, according tomin-
utes of themeeting.While the
constitutionoftheenquiryandits
termof references are yet to be
decided, the GB said the report
would have to be submitted
within threemonths of being
formed.
CVShas,meanwhile,stopped

purchasing books from16 ven-
dors, as per a decision taken in
Januarythisyear.
Thematter firstcameto light

inFebruarylastyearwhenapro-
fessional assistant in the library
assignedto the taskwrote to the
principalallegingthatasemi-pro-
fessional assistant (SPA) “acces-
sioned” the books and “got it
signedbylibrarianandverifiedby
convenor/member of the verifi-
cationcommittee” .
The job of the verification

committee is tomake sure the
accession numbers are in order

andthatthebooksarephysically
present,amongotherthings.The
final signatureonanybill is that
of theprincipal.
A one-man committee con-

sisting of the then Convenor of
the Verification Committee, S K
Bhatia, was then constituted to
lookintothematter.
Bhatia’s report came out in

July last year inwhich he con-
firmedthat180bookswere“not
obtained/procured/receivedfrom
thesuppliers”.Helaidtheblame
squarelyontheSPA,whohesaid
“keptonreceivinglessernumber
of books than ordered but sign-
ingthereceiptforallthebooksor-
deredfromthebooksellers”. One
example of this being in
September 2015,when the SPA
allegedly signed for 27 books
whenonly16hadbeenreceived.
Thereportsaidthe“malprac-

tice”cameto lightwhentheSPA
wasmovedtoanothertaskinthe
librarybutthatbythenthelibrary
had “suffered a loss of Rs
1,00,337”.
The SPA alleged that a “low

level staff” like himdidnot have
muchofarole inthepurchaseof
books, and that he was being
madethe“victimofaconspiracy”.
OnJuly24,thecommitteere-

portwasofficiallysharedwithall
membersoftheGB,saidsources,
addingthatthoseinvolvedinthe
processofverificationwereasked
tosubmittheirresponse.
Repeated calls and texts to

CVS Principal Inderjeet Dagar
seeking a commentwent unan-
swered.

(Fromleft)TeachersSaritaBhardwaj,ReenaMalik,Rajendra
PrasadandAlokMishra

ON DUTY AT QUARANTINE CENTRES, REACHING OUT TO DISADVANTAGED KIDS

Sisodia lauds govt school teachers for going beyond the call of duty

Harassed
over phone
damage, teen
jumps from
fourth floor

Activists question police
probe into NE Delhi riots

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

AFTERSHOWINGsignsofrecov-
ery in Juneand July, vehicle reg-
istrations,amarkerofsales,once
againdipped inAugust inDelhi,
according to car and bike regis-
tration datamaintained by the
city’sTransportDepartment.
RecordsshowthatinAugust,

a total of 23,316 vehicles —
16,713 two-wheelers and6,603
four-wheelers—wereregistered
in Delhi. Sales had plummeted
to 8,861 vehicles inMay, before
gradually picking up over the
next twomonths.
Automobile sales in Delhi

were witnessing a slump even
before the pandemic battered
the economy. The first eight
monthsof2019sawadecline in
vehicle registrations for the first
time since 2014, with August
witnessing the sharpest drop
since1997-98.
However, the onset of the

pandemic and enforcement of
the lockdown to curb its spread
brought the economy to its
knees, with the April-June GDP
shrinkingbyarecord23.9%.Asa
result, this year’s figures are
worse than2019.
This year inApril,May, June,

July and August, 2,856, 8,861,
31,887, 37,490, and23,316 vehi-
cleswereregisteredinDelhi.Out
of the total, 76,105 were two-
wheelers and 27,305 four-
wheelers.
A lookat the registration fig-

ures of the corresponding
months in 2019 also show the
slumpsettingin,muchbeforethe
onset of Covid-19. In April,May,

June, July and August last year,
55,125, 53,071, 46,632, 48,682
and43,951vehicleswererespec-
tively registered inDelhi. Of the
total,1.76lakhweretwo-wheel-
ersand70,597four-wheelers.
Goingfurtherbackmakesthe

severityof thedownturnclearer
as barring August, 2014, when
46,249 vehicleswere registered,
thefigureshavealwaysremained
above 50,000. For example, in
August 2018, approximately
62,000vehicleswere registered,
while the corresponding period
in2016saw56,000registrations
and2015saw54,000.
Two-wheelersformthebulk

—over70%—of thecity’svehic-
ular fleet.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

ANTI-CAA activists, some of
whomhavebeenquestionedby
Delhi Police in connectionwith
theNortheastDelhi riots, Friday
condemnedthemannerinwhich
investigation isbeingconducted
intothematter.Theyallegedthat
the“impunity”beingprovidedto
“supporters of the ruling party”,
whose role should be probed,
was reminiscent of the police’s
rolepostthe1984anti-Sikhriots.
ActivistsUmarKhalid,Harsh

Mander, Yogendra Yadav,
Apoorvanand and Kawalpreet
Kaurmade the allegations in a
pressconferenceFriday,asking:
“Is this an investigation into a
‘conspiracy’ or is the investiga-
tion itself a conspiracy?”
“Onmorethanoneoccasion,

police have tried to build a
‘chronology’ of events... In this
version,conspiracyoftheseriots
beganwithanti-CAAprotests in
JamiaMilliaIslamiaandShaheen
Bagh in mid-December. The
chronology then goes on to de-
tailothermajoranti-CAAprotests
inDelhiasallpartofthisconspir-

acyandprominentvoicesascon-
spirators.This‘chronology’,how-
ever, is conspicuously silent on
actions and statements of lead-
ersoftheBJPandactualincidents
of violence since December,”
theysaid inastatement.
“Whyisthechronologybypo-

licesilentonthetwoincidentsof
shootingsonprotestersthathap-
penedinJamiaandShaheenBagh
on January 29 and February 1?
Why is the chronology silent on
statements made by (BJPMP)
AnuragThakurexhortinghissup-
porterstoshootwhomheconsid-
ersastraitorsonJanuary27—just
a fewdaysbeforethetwoshoot-
ingincidents?” theyadded.
They also pointed out that

between December-February,
BJP’sKapilMishramade“several
incitingstatements,askingpeo-
ple to shoot the ‘traitors’ in
December 2019, calling the up-
coming Delhi polls a battle be-
tweenIndiaandPakistaninfirst
weekofFebruary2020,andalso
threateninginfrontofaDCPthat
his supporterswill take the law
into their own hands if the po-
lice does not clear the protest-
ers”. “Does police not consider
theseutterancesasclearlyanat-

tempt toprovokeviolence, pro-
motedisaffectionanddividebe-
tweencommunities?”theysaid.
DUprofessorApoorvandsaid,

“Themannerinwhichtheprobe
isbeingconductediscompletely
opposite to what should have
been done. Anti-CAA protests
were completely peaceful and
democratic.” Yadav pointed out
howHomeMinister Amit Shah
changed his statements, by ear-
lier claiming the riots were
“spontaneous”andlatersayingit
was“pre-planned”.
HarshMander said, “During

the protests, someWhatsApp
groupsweremade. Now every
wordexchangedinthesegroups
isbeingexaminedwithadefec-
tivemicroscope by police, their
meaning and context deliber-
ately andmischievouslymisin-
terpreted, the truth ripped into
shredsandreimaginedtocreate
themythologyofaconspiracyof
hate,violenceandinsurrection.”
Policehavemaintainedthey

are“doingtheirworkinaprofes-
sional, free and impartial man-
ner... To suggest otherwise is a
deliberate attempt to malign
DelhiPolice’simageandistotally
biasedandunsubstantiated”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
KejriwalFridaysaid thegovern-
mentwill take steps to provide
relief to industries over fixed
power charges theyhave topay
during the lockdown period
fromMarch-June. “... Adequate
stepswillbetakentoprovidere-
lief, vis-a-vis the fixed power
chargesthatcommercialandin-
dustrialunitsareobliged topay
despite economic losses due to
corona,”thegovernmentsaidin
a statement.
Overthepastfewmonths,in-

dustrialistshaveapproachedthe
government seeking relief from
fixed charges during the lock-
down when most units re-
mained closed. Industries are
charged Rs 250/KW as fixed
charges.“Theykeepassuringus,
but nothing has happened yet,”
Ashok Jain, president of the
Narela Industrial Complex
Welfare Association, told The
IndianExpress.
ManmohanMehra, general

secretary of the Patparganj FIE
Entrepreneurs Association, said
theirmonthlybillsrunintolakhs:
“Industrieshave50-100MWload
installed, and themonthly bills
areRs1 lakhandabove, even for
thoseunitswhichremainedshut
overthemonthssincelockdown
2.0,when theywere allowed to
open.”
As per the release issued by

the Delhi government, “CM
ArvindKejriwal...saidthatwhile
the decision to impose a com-
pletelockdownthenwasessen-
tial,Delhihasnowdecidedtolift
the lockdown and it will take
time to cover the economic
shortfall now that businesses
and industrieshaveresumed.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

A 16-YEAR-OLD boy sustained
injurieswhen he jumped from
the terrace of a four-storey
buildinginChiragDelhi,afterhe
wasallegedlyheldhostageand
assaulted by aman for damag-
inghis iPhone.
Theteenagertoldpolicethat

hewas “humiliated” by the ac-
cused after he failed to pay for
thedamage.
DCP (South) Atul Kumar

Thakursaidtheaccused, identi-
fied as Chirag Delhi resident
Honey,hasbeenarrested.
“Theboyisundergoingtreat-

mentatSafdarjungHospital.He
told police that onWednesday,
heandhisfriendaccidentallyhit
theaccusedwhileridingtheirbi-
cycle. The accused’s phone fell
on the ground and got dam-
aged,” said theDCP.
Police said the accused got

upsetandaskedthe teenager to
payhimRs62,000 for thedam-
agedphone.
The boy’s father also

reachedtheareaandpromised
to get the phone repaired in a
fewdays.
On Thursday, Honey called

the boy to his house and al-
legedly asked for the money.
When the boy couldn’t pay,
Honey allegedly held him
hostage and assaulted him for
hours.
“Theboy toldus that hewas

mentallyandphysicallytortured
atthehouse... theaccusedmade
him do household chores. The
boymanaged to get out of the
house by saying he is going to
have food. Hewas sad and felt
that his fatherwas also humili-
atedbecauseoftheincident.The
boy went home and jumped
from the terrace,” said a senior
policeofficer.
A case has been registered

against the accused under the
Juvenile Justice Act for cruelty
to a child and he has also been
booked under sections of
wrongful restraint and vio-
lence.

Vehicle 2019 2020

Car 9,700 6,603

Cab 647 48

Bike/ 34,251 16,713
scooter

Moped 228 88

3-wheeler 696 299

E-rick(P) 1,784 410

VEHICLES
REGISTRATIONS
IN AUGUST

Thosewhosedestinationcity isDelhican’tavail the facility

After slight increase,
vehicle registrations
plummet in August

Testingprotocol
andhowit
changesnow

CURRENTLY,INTERNATIONALpassengerscangetaCovidtest
done 96hours before the journey and apply for exemption
ontheAirSuvidhaportal. If not,asperprotocol, theyarere-
quired to undergo seven days of mandatory institutional
quarantineat thecity theyalight in,before theycanheadto
their destination city.With the new facility, those getting a
negative test result at IGI Airport can skip quarantine and
continue their journey.

Soon, international fliers passing through
Delhi can get RT-PCR test at IGI airport

BRIEFLY
MCDstaff
holdprotest
NewDelhi:MCDemploy-
ees staged a protest
against non-payment of
salaries and pensions at
the Dr SPM Civic Centre
Friday. “All grade IV offi-
cers have not been paid
salariesfromMay-August,
andpensions fromApril-
August 2020,” said A P
Khan, president of the
Confederation of MCD
EmployeesUnion.

Manbookedfor
‘raping’teen
Noida:Policehavebooked
amanforallegedlyraping
a teenageron thepretext
of a marriage. The ac-
cused isontherun.ENS

CM assures relief to
industries on fixed
power charges

CMArvindKejriwal
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ADVERTORIAL

“The future of humanity is in the
hands of those who are capable
of providing the generations to
come with reasons for life and
optimism.”

O
N THE birth Anniversary of Dr. S Radhakrishnan,
the entire nation is celebratingTeachers Day, and I
take this special occasion, to wish the entire
teaching fraternity a Happy Teachers Day. The

teachers today are enacting a larger-than-life role in their
students’ lives, not only enabling them to continue with
their education, but also helping them to cope with the
COVID-19 situation through mental strength and agility.
The way educators and students have evolved themselves,
absorbing the positive perspective of pandemic, ostensibly
indicates that teamwork and commitment outshines every-
thing.

We all know the undeniable quintessence of education in
our lives. It defines a personality and thus forms the future of
the nation. Educating new generations is a task of respon-
sibility which requires dedication and perseverance. At
Gaurs International School, our endeavour is to instil pride in
each of our students in being an Indian.We believe in em-
powering the future generation with modernity, along with
a firmly rooted value system. Undoubtedly, this year has
been a challenge for all of us. The pandemic has shown a
different outlook towards life and resources. The only pur-
pose of GIS team is to impart education in the best possible
way, preparing our students not only to have a healthy re-
spect for the changes that have come about in the education
system and in their lives, but also to take them in their stride,
so that no challenge can waver them from reaching their
goals and aspirations.

I strongly believe that – “Education is the soul of the so-
ciety as it passes from one generation to another.”As a part
of our social responsibility, we have also reached out to the
underprivileged girls in the adjoining areas and have been
constantly trying to remove the darkness of ignorance from
their lives and light up the flame of knowledge.Thus, while
being international in its outlook, Gaurs International
School has always remained culturally and morally strong.

I once again wish all the educators, a Happy Teachers
Day, for their incessant efforts to light the torch of knowledge
in the mind and heart of the young generation, not only as a
teacher but also as a mentor and as anAwakener.

Move on like the sunlight in the darkness
Like a roller in the ocean,Move on…

THE TEACHERS Day is celebrated to
commemorate the birth anniversary of
India’s second President Dr. S. Rad-
hakrishnan. He was a thinker, a
philosopher and an educationalist and
also the President of India. I take great
pride, therefore, to wish the entire
teaching fraternity a very Happy
Teachers day.

During these trying times, our GIS
teachers have not only ignited and
touched the heart and soul of our stu-
dents, through online teaching, but
also showered them with love and af-

fection to give them mental strength. The daily struggles to become
tech-savvy, the manoeuvrings to catch the attention of a class of forty in
a virtual arena and the constant juggling between home and work have
not been able to deter the teachers from their goals or dampen their
spirits. I admire the inner strength and determination that each teacher
bears to nurture our future generations.

On behalf of my respected staff and myself, I take a pledge to re-com-
mit ourselves to the cause of educating every child within our domain.Ed-
ucation can never be limited within the four walls of the classroom or the
boundaries of a school. It is the strength of education that is helping all
of us to fight shoulder to shoulder against the pandemic.The medical sci-
ence will provide the cure but it is education which is helping us every day
against the uncertainty of the pandemic.

Under the umbrella of Gaurs team of esteemed leaders,Gaurs Inter-
national School has always forged ahead and is constantly reaching
new heights of success with its ‘avante-garde’ ideas,embracing evolved
systems of education. Right from training our teachers, to introducing
user-friendly systems for parents, adopting interactive teaching peda-
gogy,we have not left any stone unturned.The school with its ethos of
love,care, compassion and knowledge has stood apart from others.

The society owes it to these warriors, for ushering in hope and paint-
ing the dreams of our children on the canvas of their life.On this special
day, I pray to theAlmighty to bestow each one of us with good health and
wealth of knowledge andWisdom so that our Midas touch can brighten
up the life of each and every child we touch in this country.

Mrs. Manju Gaur
Director, Gaurs Group of Schools

Mr. Asheesh Kumar
Sharma, CEO

Mrs. Shuchi Sinha
Principal

A heartfelt thanks to Educators on Teachers Day

KANAK KOTNAL,CLASS XII

Guardian angel
One name missing from the list of ‘COVID superheroes’
is, teachers.Our not-so-tech-savvy teachers are facing a
lot of difficulties during this pandemic. Every day since
the start of online school, teachers are trying to under-
stand technology and keep up with the students. From
taking classes to personally calling students for their
well-being,our teachers are doing it all. Some are even
going overboard and giving extra hours from their per-
sonal life to students who require their help. They go
through hour after hour of classes and still manage to
smile at every greeting they receive.

I have known my love towards reading and writing for
a long time now, and my teachers have showed me
ways to pursue it as a career. If not for them, I would
have never known that I could do something I ab-
solutely love and get paid for. For every competition I
lost in, they made me enroll in more. Every time I
thought I had shattered their faith in my ability, they
smiled,patted my back and wished me luck for the next
time. Had I not seen their generous gestures and kind
smiles during the toughest of times, I would have lost my
last hope. Year after year teachers changed, but what
didn’t, was the support and love all of them showered.
This year has not been the way we expected but we are
learning to be empathetic and flexible.Teachers are and
always will be our guardian angel on earth.

MALYA SINGH,CLASS XII

A Salute toTeachers - Gaurs
International School
Teachers are one of the most important pillars of so-
ciety – they spend their entire lives enabling stu-
dents to learn and explore. Furthermore, teachers
also increase the literacy rate in our country, thereby
enabling opportunities and jobs that will help stu-
dents secure their lives. Guru Purnima is an Indian
festival dedicated to honoring academic and spiri-
tual leaders.The birth of the second President of India
Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, on 5th September, is
celebrated as Teachers Day. When he became the
president of India, some of his students and friends
wanted to honour him by celebrating his birthday
on a grand scale. He replied that he would feel hon-
oured, only if the contribution of each and every
teacher could be recognized and appreciated on that
day. And ever since then, 5th September is cele-
brated asTeachers Day.

Even in these times of the pandemic, our teach-
ers never let us down.Whether they are comfortable
with online teaching or not, they use this medium to
reach out to us and help us in our studies. Now it’s
time for us to thank them. It’s our turn to make our
teachers feel proud of us. The best way to thank a
teacher is doing well academically, being a good per-
son at heart, and contributing well to the society.

I salute my teachers for
adapting and learning
technology overnight to
ensure education of
students is taken care

It is not enough to have a Dream unless I am willing to
pursue it.

Today India is celebrating Teachers Day. On this special occasion, I
wish the entire teaching community a very HappyTeachers Day.

“I have always felt that the true text-book for the pupil is
his teacher.”

These words by Mahatma Gandhi are veracious during these Pan-
demic times. Education is a voyage that takes us not only into the deep
realms of knowledge, but with its application in unconventional and
expressive ways,we can make learning meaningful and exciting for our
students.

The benevolent senior management has always shown tremendous
confidence in its leaders, with their unstinted patronage and encour-
agement.

It’s a belief that together the whole country will overcome this prob-
lem of COVID-19 and our teachers will all soon be back to teach and
learn.My heartfelt appreciation and salute to all the Corona warriors who
are holding the hands of the children on the virtual platform to em-
power them with the strength of knowledge.

Gaurs International School

Airconditioned Classroom with Smart Boards for enhanced learning

DIPANKARGHOSE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

AS BIHAR slowly emerges from
the clutches of a now-annual
strugglewith flood, thegovern-
ment hopes that Rs 962 crore
disbursed to 16 lakh flood-af-
fected families will hold it in
good stead in the upcoming
Assemblypolls.
Main Opposition RJD, how-

ever,calledit“anabsolutesham”
and questioned whether the
fundshaveactually reached the
people, even as Leader of
Opposition Tejashwi Yadav has
madeflood-hitareasaspecialfo-
cus area and accused the state
governmentof leavingpeopleto
battle the pandemic, economic
distress, andnowthe flood.
Senior state government of-

ficials said close to Rs 962 crore
has already been transferred to
bankaccountsof16.04lakhpeo-
pleaspartofdisasterrelief inthis
flood season. Officials at the
Disaster Management

Department said 4 lakh more
peoplewillsoongetRs6,000per
family,asannouncedbythegov-
ernment.
According to the govern-

ment, 130 blocks in 16 districts
havebeenhitby flood thisyear.
Water Resources Minister

and JD(U) leaderSanjay Jhasaid
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
himself “monitors” the relief
moneyreachingpeopleontime.
“Earlier,alargepartofthemoney
sanctionedwouldnot reach the

people. If it did, it would reach
themmany days later,” he said.
“Now, due to a corruption-free
system, relief goes straight into
people’s accounts, immediately
after it is sanctioned.”
While Tejashwi has accused

thestategovernmentofmaking
no attempt to reach out to the
people faced with the double
whammyof flood and the pan-
demic of the state, senior JD(U)
leaderssaidquickdistributionof
relief money and other meas-

ures have seen amitigation of
anypublicangeragainstthegov-
ernment. “People in Bihar un-
derstandthatfloodscomeevery
year, and there is very little that
can be done to stop it. We can
onlycontrol it,”onepartyleader
said. “They expect us to help
when the floods come, and the
government has beenwith the
people,givingthemfinancialas-
sistance.
Maintaining that Bihar has

100-per cent coverage in Jan
Dhan accounts, this leader said
affectedpeoplearenowassured
thatmoneywillgo“straightinto
their account” andnot bepock-
etedbyamiddleman.
Senior RJD leaderManoj Jha,

however,said:“Thisisanabsolute
sham.Havetheyseenthescaleof
devastation?Itisoverwhelming,
andpeople’svulnerabilityhasin-
creased manifold. The Nitish
Kumar government has been
completelyconspicuousbyitsab-
sence.Whatisthebasisofthisre-
lief?Whoknowsif ithasactually
reachedtheground?”

ENS&PTI
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

TheElectionCommission Friday
announceditwouldholdbypolls
tooneLokSabhaand64Assembly
seats in 15 states “around the
sametime”astheBiharelections.
“The term of the Bihar as-

sembly ends on November 29
andelectionsarelikelytobeheld
sometime in October-

November,” a statement re-
leasedby thepoll body reads.
The EC’s decisionwasmade

after considering feedback and
inputsof stategovernmentsand
itsChiefElectoralOfficers.Thede-
cision to club by-electionswith
theBiharpolls,theEC’sstatement
said,was taken, given the “rela-
tive ease of movement of
CAPF/otherlawandorderforces,
andrelatedlogistics issues”.
The bypoll for the Valmiki

NagarLokSabhaseatinBiharhas
beenpendingfollowingthedeath
of JD(U)’s Baidyanath Prasad
Mahto,thesittingMP,inFebruary.
Among the 64 vacant

Assemblyseats,27areinMadhya
Pradesh—mostofwhichfellva-
cantwhenrebelCongressmem-
bersresignedfromthepartyand
theassemblytojointheBJP,lead-
ingtothefallof theCongress-led
government in the state. The
other vacant seats are in Uttar

Pradesh, Gujarat (eight each),
Manipur (five), Assam,
Jharkhand, Kerala, Nagaland,
Tamil Nadu, Odisha (two each),
Chhattisgarh,Haryana,Karnataka
andWestBengal(oneeach).
The chief secretaries of

Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and
Gujarat and the Chief Electoral
Officer of Kerala havewritten to
theECsuggesting thedeferment
of the by-elections citing rising
Covid-19casesandheavyrains.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,SEPTEMBER4

BJP CANDIDATE Sayed Zafar
Islamwaselectedunopposedto
RajyaSabha fromUttarPradesh
onFriday.Theseathadfallenva-
cantfollowingthedeathofAmar
Singh, who was elected to the
Upper House on a Samajwadi
Party ticket.
Fridaywasthelastdayforthe

withdrawalofnominationsand
nooneelsewasinthefrayforthe

by-election,
which was
scheduled on
September11.
On

Tuesday, BJP's
GovindNarain
Shukla and
Independent
Mahesh
Chandra

Sharma had filed nominations.
Shukla, however, withdrew his
nomination thenextday.
Sharma'snominationgotre-

jected onWednesday as he did
nothavethebackingof10mem-
bersof theLegislativeAssembly
as required under the election
rule. “SayedZafarIslamhasbeen
declared elected,” Returning
Officer Brijbhushan Dubey told
PTI.
Islam,whoistheBJPnational

spokesperson, would serve the
remainder of Singh's term till
July4,2022.
Congratulating him for get-

ting elected unopposed, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath called him a dedi-
catedworkerof theBJP.

DIPANKARGHOSE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Friday told probation-
ers of the Indian Police Service
thattheremustbeacollectiveef-
fort to prevent “children from
going down the wrong path”,
andthisworkcanbe“donevery
well bywomenpolice officers”,
especially in Jammu and
Kashmir.
Speaking via video confer-

ence at “Dikshant Samaroh” of
trainee officers at Sardar
VallabhbhaiPatelNationalPolice
Academy in Hyderabad, Modi
alsopraised thehumane faceof
thepolicethathasemergeddur-
ing thecoronaviruspandemic.
Responding to a question

fromanIPSofficerwhohasbeen
allottedtheJammuandKashmir
cadre,Modi praised the people
there and hoped that the gov-
ernment would be able to en-
sure theirhappinesss.
“Theterror-relatednewsthat

we read becomes the main
news.Buttheareahasaspecialty
besides that, too—be it Jammu,
the Valley, Ladakh or Kargil. I
have been fortunate to have
worked there for a long time.
They are very good people,” he
said. “Aurmujhe vishwaas hai ki
hum sabke prayaas se unki jo
khushnumazindagihai,wohhum
waapis le aayenge (I have faith
thatwith our efforts,wewill be
able to bring back happiness in
their lives).”
Oneffortstohelpyoungsters

from deviating from the right

path,Modi said: “Hum logon ke
samuhik prayatna se jo bacche
galat raaste pe chale jaate hai,
unko pehle se hi rokne ka kaam
karna hai. Aur vo kaammahila
police officers se bahut accha ho
sakta hai. Un bacchon ko vaapis
laaney mein, unki maataon ko
samjhaane mein (Through col-
lective efforts, we have towork
towardsstoppingchildren from
taking thewrong path, and this
canbedoneverywellbywomen
police officers—to bring them
back on the right path, tomake
theirmothersunderstand).”
“Ihavefaiththatyouwillpro-

vide thatkindof leadership,”he
said.ThePrimeMinistersaidthe
peopleofKashmirhaveaspecial
strength in working with tex-
tiles, and asked officers to be-
come involved in activities like
these. “In everyhome...the kind
ofshawls,textileworktheydois
unique. Even during policing, if
youget twoor threedays' leave,
make small groups of women
andshowthemwhatyouknow,

and learn from them the tradi-
tionalknowledgeoftextiles.And
then connect the two. Show
themmodern designing, and
youwill see this will become a
big strength in your policing as
well,”hesaid.
On the humane face of the

police that has emerged during
the pandemic, Modi said, “The
police forcehasbeen the first to
getaffectedbyCovid-19,partic-
ularly in Indore (Madhya
Pradesh)…. For an average citi-
zen,thepolicemeantdanda(ba-
ton)...the policemeant atrocity.
Byandlarge,thiswasthepicture
thathadbeenformed.Thisdoes
notmeanpolicepersonnelhave
not donehumane things – they
have....Buttherehasneverbeen
a collective impact. During the
pandemic, (people have seen)
police personnel sing songs, try
toeducatepeoplethroughthese
songs, give water and food to
peopleonthefootpath,risktheir
own lives to take a patient (to
hospital).”

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwithHomeMinisterAmit
Shahduringthevideo interactiononFriday.PTI

BIHARPOLLRUN-UP
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RJDtargetsstate
govtoverflood

OVERTHE last fewweeks,RJD leaderandLeaderof
Opposition inAssemblyTejashwiYadavhas toured the
flood-hit areasandaccusedCMNitishKumarof abdicating
responsibility.HehasalsomockedNitish's “helicopter sur-
veys”,with theparty juxtaposing thiswithTejashwibeing
ontheground,with thepeople. TheRJDhasalsobeenag-
gressiveonthedigital spacewith imagesof Tejashwi
amongthe flood-affectedpeople.

Amid RJD flood focus, JD(U) hopes
Rs 960-cr relief will address anger

ADDRESSTO IPSPROBATIONERS

65 bypolls to be held around same time as Bihar elections: EC

BJP’s Zafar
Islam elected
unopposed to
RS from UP

SayedZafar
Islam

Womencopscanhelpstop
J&Kyouthgoingastray:PM
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

BIRTHDAY PLANS
SACHINPILOTwasinthenewsforoveramonthbecauseofhis
showdownwithRajasthanChiefMinisterAshokGehlot.With
theformerdeputyCM’s43rdbirthdaycominguponMonday,
hissupporterswerekeenonashowofstrength.ButPilot,who
has left it to theCongresshighcommand to resolve the situ-
ation, is innomood toescalatematters andhas toldhis sup-
porterstonotcometoJaipurinlargenumberstowishhim.A
largegatheringcouldalsoviolateCovidprotocol. So,his sup-
portershavecomeupwithanother idea.Theplanis tosetup
blooddonationcampsat300locationsacrossthestate. It isto
beseenhowthemassivedrivewillbe interpretedpolitically.

TESTING TIME
WITHTHEmonsoonsessionsettobegin,LokSabhaandRajya
SabhaSecretariatshavetakenprecautionsfora“safe”session.
AllMPswillhave toget theRT-PCRtestdone72hoursbefore
thesessioncommencesonSeptember14,theywereinformed.
AccordingtotheSOPsissuedonFriday,theMPsshouldgetthe
testdoneintheirconstituenciesbeforetravellingtoDelhiand
at Parliament premises after their arrival September 11 on-
ward. If theyhavebeen testedbefore travel, theywill have to
take the antigen test immediately after arrival. TheMPswill
beallowed toattend thesessiononly if theyproduce the test
result as negative. Testing centres have been set up in
Parliament’sReceptionOffice.Aftertestingnegativeintheanti-
gen test, if onehasany symptoms,heor shewill have to take
RT-PCRtestandgoforhomeisolationuntil theresultscomes.

LOOKING AT OPTIONS
THELJPhascalledameetingof itsBiharParliamentaryBoard
onMondaytodiscuss thestrategy forAssemblyelection.The
meetingwillbeattendedbyLJP’sBiharunit leadersandparty
president Chirag Paswanwill address participants. Sources
said the partymay discuss options, includingwithdrawing
support to theNitishKumar government and fielding candi-
dates against JD(U). Ties between the twoNDA allies have
soured inrecentmonths.

MAPPINGMGNREGAWORK

Overallnumberofhouseholdsthatavailedworkunder
MGNREGAhassurgedtoall-timehighthisyear. File

Periodof Households
Employment
1-14days 1,54,78,425
15-30days 1,70,69,880
31-40days 67,84,474
41-50days 56,77,605
51-60days 41,22,334
61-70days 25,67,707

Periodof Households
Employment
71-80days 19,58,439
81-99days 30,11,139
100days 4,96,286
101-150days 1,45,511
Above150days 14267
*DatafromApril 1 toSept4

Source:nrega.nic.in

EXPRESSNEWSERVICE
GANDHINAGAR,SEPTEMBER4

CITING POWER consumption,
GujaratChiefMinisterVijayRup-
anionFridaysaidthestate’s“econ-
omyhasrebouncedandissteadily
backonthegrowthcurve”.
AddressingtheUS-IndiaStra-

tegic Partnership Forum’s
(USISPF)ThirdAnnualLeadership
Summit via video-conferencing,
theChiefMinister invited theUS
businesses to invest in Gujarat,
callingitanidealinvestmentdes-
tination,
Rupani said that Gujarat’s

economyhasbouncedbackfrom
theimpactof thepandemic.
Usingpowerconsumptionas

the indicator, Rupani said, “I am
happytosharethatonAugust29,
2020, our power consumption
was5per centmore thanpower
consumed the same time last
year. This clearly shows that the
economyhas rebounced and is
steadilybackongrowthcurve.”
Rupanialsoannouncedthata

seniornodalofficerwouldbeap-
pointedfromhisofficetofacilitate

partnershipsbetweenUScompa-
niesandthestategovernment.
Focusingonthepharmaceuti-

cal sector, the Chief Minister
RupanicalleduponUScompanies
topartnerwithIndiancompanies
toproduceActivePharmaceutical
Ingredients.Healso invited firms
working in the financial service
sector to Gujarat. The Gujarat
International Finance Tec-City
(GIFTCity)inGandhinagar,hesaid,
wasthecountry’s“firstoperational
smart city” and International
Financial ServicesCentreoffered
world-classinfrastructure.
In thedefence sector, Rupani

said, theUShad the expertise in
manufacturing andGujarat has

theecosystem.“Thisecosystemis
supportedbyour aerospace and
defencepolicy,”hesaid.
“Forus,apeacefulsocialenvi-

ronment is equally important,”
saidRupani.“Justlikeyou,wealso
havetheStatueofUnity,standing
tallon thebanksof theNarmada
river,”headded.
WhileaskingUScompaniesto

partnerwithGujarat to improve
market access to the artisans in
tribalareasthroughdigitaleduca-
tion, Rupani also invited compa-
nieslikeCiscotopartnerwiththe
government in thenextwaveof
digitaltransformation.
On investmentopportunities

inGujarat,Rupanihighlightedthe
recently releasednew industrial
policywithprovisionssuchasre-
locationbenefits,investor-friendly
measuressuchasdelinkingincen-
tives from the GST regime and
landonalong-termlease.
“Topromoteavibrantstartup

ecosystem,CMproposedaform-
alised start-upengagementpro-
grambetweenUSandGujarat in
areas such as semiconductors,
electronicsande-vehicles,”agov-
ernmentstatementsaid.

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

EXPRESSING CONCERN over
crimesbeingcommittedbypris-
oners on parole, furlough or by
those prematurely released, the
Ministry of HomeAffairs (MHA)
hassentanadvisorytostates,ask-
ingthemtoexerciseduediligence
in releasingprisoners and follow
theguidelinesit issued.
TheMHA, in anadvisory, has

argued that “releaseonparole is
not an absolute right” and is a
“concession”,andhasaskedstates
to review their existingpractices
forsuchanexercise.
Theministryhasaskedstates

tonot releaseprisonerswhoare
consideredathreattothesecurity
of the stateor to individuals, and
not grant such concessions as a
“matter of routine” to those in-
volvedinheinouscrimes.
Sources said the move has

been triggeredby reports of sev-
eral prisoners, particularly those
serving a sentence of less than
sevenyears,beingreleasedonpa-
role and furlough and some of
themgoingontocommitcrimes.
“In thewake of the pandemic,
states are under pressure to re-
lease prisoners in order to avoid
overcrowding in prisons.
However, in the process a lot of
prisonersarebeingreleasedwith-
out adherence to guidelines,” an
MHAofficialsaid.
Theministry advisory says,

“Imprisonment besides being a
modeofpunishmentalsoaimsat
protectingthesocietyfromcrim-
inalactivities.Abalanceis, there-
fore, considered essential be-
tween ensuring the rights of
inmates andprotecting the soci-
etyfromfurtherharm.”
The ministry has said that

prison is a state subject and all
stateshavetheirownrulesforpa-

role,furlough,remissionandpre-
mature release based on good
conduct of the prisoners. It has,
however,saidthatconcernshave
beenraisedaboutsuchprisoners
committingcrimesonceoutofjail
andthusstatesmustcarefullyreg-
ulatereleaseofprisoners.
“It is, therefore, important for

state authorities to review their
guidelinestoensurethatthefacil-
ity and concession given to in-
mates,bywayofparole,furlough
andpremature release etc.with
the intention of providing them
relief and rehabilitation, is not
abusedandmisusedbythemand
theiradvantagedoesnotturninto
disadvantageandnuisanceforthe
societyatlarge,”theadvisorysays.
It has asked states to include

fournewprovisionsinguidelines
forreleaseofprisoners:
■Grantofparoleandfurloughto
those offenderswhose release
mayhaveadverse impacton the
securityoftheStateorsafetyofin-
dividualsmaybestrictlyrestricted.
■ The parole rules of states, in-
cludingthecriteria,durationand
frequency,maybereviewedafter
making anassessmentbasedon
theirexperienceaboutthebene-
fitsanddetrimentsofsuchparole.
■Paroleandfurloughmaynotbe
grantedasamatterofroutineand
maybedecidedby a committee
of officers and behavioural ex-
perts,whomaymeetasperrequ-
irement,keepinginviewall rele-
vantfactors,especiallyforinmates
sentencedforsexualoffencesand
serious crimes such asmurder,
childabduction,violenceetc.
■Itmaybeusefultoinvariablyin-
clude an expert psychologist/
criminologist/correctionaladmin-
istrationexpertasamemberofthe
sentencereviewboardandinthe
committeewhichdecidesgrantof
parole and furlough to inmates
andobtain their opinion before
suchtemporaryrelease.

Delhi court stays release of IPS officer’s book on Asaram
ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

ADELHI court Friday stayed the
releaseofabookonAsaram,writ-
tenbytheIPSofficerwholedthe
Rajasthan Police team that ar-
restedtheself-styledgodmanon
chargesofrapesevenyearsago.
ThecourtofAdditionalDistrict

Judge R LMeena stayed the re-
leaseof'GunningfortheGodman:
The True Story Behind Asaram
Bapu’s Conviction' till the next
hearingonSeptember30,follow-
inganappealbySanchitaGupta,a
co-accused in the rape case that
ledtoAsarambeingjailedforlife.
The court's order cameaday

beforethebookwasscheduledto
bereleasedvirtually.
Gupta's lawyer, Vijay

Aggarwal, told the court that the
book “claims to be a true story,
however, is at variancewith the
trialrecordandmostimportantly
interferedwithSanchita’sappeal
whichwassub-judiceandwhere
the Hon’ble High Court of
Rajasthanhadalreadysuspended
hersentence”.
Initsorder,thecourtsaidthat

it is “of the consideredview that
plaintiff's reputation is at stake
andher reputationwould suffer
irreparable harm, if the exparte
injunctionisnotgranted,particu-
larlywhen the saidbook is to be
published05.09.2020”.

Therefore, it said, the “defen-
dants are restrained frompub-
lishingthesaidbook...tillthenext
date of hearing” on September
30. It also restrained publisher
Harper Collins, Amazon and
Flipkart frompublishing or sell-
ingthebooktill then.
Thebookhasbeenwrittenby

Ajay Pal Lamba, who is now
Additional Commissioner of
Police,Jaipur,andco-authoredby
SanjeevMathur. Harper Collins
didnot commentbut Lambade-
scribedthedevelopmentas“very
unfortunate”.
“The book is based on facts,

whichare in thepublicdomain. I
haveonlycompiledthosefactsand
turnedthemintoabook,"Lamba,

42,toldTheIndianExpress.
Thebookhighlightstheinves-

tigation in the case and how a
teamledbythe2005-batchIPSof-
ficer arrested Asaram in 2013
within10daysofreceivingarape
complaintfromDelhiPolice.
InApril 2018, a Special Court

inJodhpurfoundAsaramguiltyof
raping aminor girl and charged
himunder various IPC sections,
ProtectionofChildrenfromSexual
OffencesAct(POCSO)andJuvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of
Children)Act.Hewas sentenced
to life imprisonmentuntil death
andafineofRs1lakh.
Theco-accused,Gupta,wasa

warden of the hostelwhere the
minorgirlwas staying in2013.A

trialcourtinRajasthanhadfound
herguiltyofhatchinga"criminal
conspiracywithaccusedAsaram
andsenttheprosecutrixtohimso
thathecouldsexuallyassaulther".
Guptalaterfiledanappealbe-

foreRajasthanHighCourt,which
suspendedher sentence till final
disposalof theappeal.
OnFriday,Gupta's lawyer ar-

guedthat"whenthesentencehad
beensuspended,Sanchitawasen-
titled to presumption of inno-
cence...itwascompletelypossible
that theHighCourt of Rajasthan
could order a re-examination of
witnessesorevenaretrialand in
suchacircumstance,thepublica-
tionoftheBookinitspresentform
couldnotbeallowed”.

The court was told that on
August11,excerptsfromthebook
were published on thewebsite
Scroll,whichhasalsobeenmade
a respondent in the case along
withitseditor-in-chief.
Gupta'spetitionstatedthatthe

excerpts "show how the Book
portraysthePlaintiffinapoorlight
whichhas lowered thePlaintiff’s
reputationintheeyesof thepeo-
pleatlarge...”.
Gupta's petition alleged that

the contents of the bookwere
"concocted" and "scandalous",
andanattempt to "garner cheap
publicityonthebackofthename
of the Plaintiff andmore impor-
tantlyherco-accusedinthewake
of theBook’s launch...”.

BRIDGING DISTANCE
ExternalAffairsMinisterS Jaishankaraddresses theBRICSForeignMinisters’meetingvia
videoconferencing, inDelhionFriday. ANI

US-INDIASTRATEGICPARTNERSHIPFORUM SUMMIT

Rupani: Power consumption up,
state economy has bounced back

Kerala: 2 CPM workers
injured in Kannur blast

MHA to states:
Parole, furlough
concession; not
absolute right

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER4

TWO CPMworkers were seri-
ously injured in a blast at party
stronghold Kathirur village in
Kerala’sKannurdistrict Friday.
Police officers said the blast

tookplacewhenthepartywork-
ersweremakingbombsatashed
erected on agricultural land.
“Two seriously injured persons
havebeenhospitalised.Wehave
learnt that several others were
presentatthetimeofblast.They
mighthaveescapedwithminor
injuries,’’ apoliceofficersaid.
It is learnt that among the

two seriously injured is P M
Rameesh, whowas an accused
in themurder of CPM rebel T P
Chandrasekharan in 2012, but

was acquitted by the court. “He
has suffered serious injuries on
palms. The other person P Saju
has also sustained severe in-
juries,’’ apoliceofficer said.
BJP state president K

Surendran alleged that the rul-
ing CPM is planning to unleash
violence across Kerala to divert
attentionfromissuessuchasthe
gold smuggling case. “CPMhas
tried to foment violence and
nurtureabombcultureinKerala
wheneverithasbeeninthedock
for various scandals. Police
should conduct an impartial
probe into theblast,”hesaid.
CPM’sKannurdistrict secre-

taryMV Jayarajan condemned
theincident.“Wehaveinfluence
inthearea,butourworkershave
no role in the blast.. We have
sought a comprehensive probe
into theblast,”hesaid.

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN,SEPTEMBER4

THEUTTARAKHANDcabinet on
Friday approvedanamendment
inthestates’informationtechnol-
ogy (IT) policy to provide incen-
tives of up toRs40 lakh to facili-
tateprivatetelecomcompaniesto
install towers in ‘dark villages’
wheretelecommunicationfacili-
tiesareunavailableatpresent.
‘Darkvillages’areruralhabita-

tionswhere no telecom service
provider(TSP)orinternetservice
provider(ISP)isavailable.Thede-
cisionby the state cabinet is sig-
nificant froma strategic point of
viewasgenerallysuchvillages in
Uttarakhandarelocatedalongthe
internationalborderswithChina
andNepal.
According to government

sources, there are 438 ‘dark vil-
lages’ in the state at present.
Telecomcompanieshesitateinin-
stalling towers in such areas be-
causetheydonotfinditfinancially
viable,theysaid.
“If any service providerwill

submit aproposal to install tele-
comservices in suchvillages, an

incentive of 30 per cent of the
project cost or Rs 40 lakh,
whichever is lower,will be pro-
vided by the government to the
company,”saidanofficial.
Thecabinetproposalsaysthe

decisionwillattractinvestmentin
the state in the information and
communication technology and
electronicssectors.
The state cabinet also ap-

provedaproposal for theexpan-
sionofahelipadattheKedarnath
shrine inRudraprayagdistrict to
makeitsuitableforthelandingof
IAF’sChinookhelicopters.
AChinook requires ahelipad

with anareaofmore than5,000
squaremetres.Kedarnathatpres-
enthasoneMI-26helipadwithan
areaof 2,000 squaremetres and
anotherVIPhelipadwithanarea
of2,400squaremeters.
SourcessaidtheChinookheli-

copterswillbeusedtotransportto
Kedarnathnewly-procuredheavy
machinerieswhicharerequiredfor
rebuildingworks after the2013
floods. Thetargetistocompletethe
expansionofhelipadbyOctoberso
that maximum development
workscanbecompletedbeforethe
onsetof snow.However, a senior
government functionarysaid the
helipad’s expansion is important
froma“strategicpointofview”as
itwill facilitate the landingof ad-
vanced IAFhelicopters aswell as
transportation.
The cabinet also approved a

proposal to launch the Tourists
IncentiveCoupon(TIC)schemeto
revive the tourism industry that
sufferedasetbackduringthelock-
down.Underthisscheme,tourists
willbeprovidedconcessionsofup
toRs1,000 in their accommoda-
tionbillsinhotelsandhomestays.
Incentive couponswill be pro-
videdone-bookingsonly.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

AT LEAST 6.5 lakh households
havealreadycompleted100days
ofemploymentundertheMaha-
tma Gandhi National Rural
EmploymentAct (MGNREGA) in
fivemonthsof thecurrent finan-
cialyear.
Data availableon theNREGA

portalshowsthatoutof5.73crore
householdsthathaveavailedwork
under the rural job guarantee
schemefromApril1toSeptember
4 this year, 6.5 lakh have com-
pleted100daysofemployment.
This number is expected to

rise soon as over 30 lakhhouse-
holdshavecompleted81-99days
of employment so far. The data
also shows that about19.58 lakh
householdshave completedbe-
tween71and80daysofwork.
In the last financial year, 5.48

crorehouseholds had availed of
theschemeand40.64lakhhouse-
holdscompleted100daysofwork.
In the last sixyears, thenum-

berofhouseholdscompleting100
days of employment under the
schemehasbeen in the rangeof

24-52 lakh but it is expected to
reachanewhighduring thecur-
rentfinancialyear.
Theoverallnumberofhouse-

holds that availedwork under
MGNREGAhasalreadysurgedto
an all-timehigh of 5.73 crore in
just fivemonthsof thecurrentfi-
nancialyear.
UnderMGNREGA,everyrural

household, an adultmember of
whichvolunteers todounskilled
manualwork,isentitledtoatleast
100daysof paid employment in
afinancialyear.
While Section3 (1) ofMGN-

REGAprovides for “not less than
onehundreddays”workper ru-
ralhouseholdinafinancialyear,it
has becomede factoupper limit
as theNREGAsoftdoesnotallow
data entries for employment
above100daystoahouseholdin
afinancialyearunlessspecifically
requested by the state orUnion
Territory.
However, in some cases the

governmentallows50additional
daysofpaidemployment.For in-
stance, every Scheduled Tribe
household ina forestarea isenti-
tled to150daysof employment,
provided that such familieshave

nootherprivatepropertyexcept
for the land rightsgrantedunder
the Forest RightsAct, 2016.Also,
the government, under Section
3(4)oftheMGNREGAcanprovide
50additional50daysofunskilled
manualworkinafinancialyearin
rural areaswheredroughtorany
naturalcalamityhasbeennotified.
Maharashtraallowsemployment
beyond100days under its own
EmploymentGuaranteeScheme.
In thewakeof thepandemic,

therehasbeenademandforrais-
ing the 100-day employment
limit. On June 17, during a video
conferencewith PrimeMinister
NarendraModi on Covid-19 re-
sponse, JDUchiefandBiharChief
MinisterNitishKumardemanded
an increase in the number of
workdaysunderMGNREGAfrom
100 to 200 in this financial year.
TheCongress, too, hasurged the
Centre to double the number of
assureddaysofemployment.
Nikhil Dey, an activist with

Mazdoor Kishan Shakti Sanga-
than, says the number ofmini-
mum days work under the
scheme should be increased to
200perpersoninayearinsteadof
100daysperhouseholdthisyear.

In five months of FY21, 6.5 lakh households
complete 100 days of MGNREGA work

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,SEPTEMBER4

BARIPADA BJP MLA Prakash
SorenwasarrestedFridayforal-
legedly thrashing an assistant
executive engineer of the Inte-
grated Tribal Development
Agency (ITDA) for not awarding
contracts tohispartymen.
The complainant, Ganpati

Jena, alleged that he was
thrashed,abusedandtoldtogive
aworkorder toBJPworkers.He
also alleged that Soren de-
mandedRs5lakhfromhimand
threatened to kill him if he did
notagree to the terms. Jena is at
ahospital,policesaid.Hiscondi-
tion is said tobestable.
Soren has been booked un-

dermultiple sectionsof the IPC.
“We produced him in court

and sought remand. Further in-
vestigationsareunderway,”said
SmitParmar, SP,Mayurbhanj.

BJP MLA in
Odisha beats up
engineer, arrested

AGUSTAWESTLAND

HC defers hearing
on ED plea to
cancel Saxena bail

GujaratCMVijayRupani

UTTARAKHAND

Cabinet nod to incentives to set
up telecom towers in ‘dark villages’

Thecabinetalsoapproveda
proposal forexpansionof a
helipadatKedarnathshrine

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

THEDELHIHighCourtFridayde-
ferredhearingoftheEnforcement
Directorate’s (ED) plea, seeking
cancellation of bail to approver
Rajiv Saxena in the Agusta-
Westlandcaseasitwasinformed
thattheagencyisintheprocessof
challenging theearlierHC ruling
whichdeclinedtorevokeSaxena’s
statusasapproveratthisstage.
Duringthehearingof theED

petitionseekingrecallofhisbail
order, the counsel representing
theagencysoughtadjournment
of the case for twoweeks. The
single bench of Justice C Hari
Kumarallowedtherequest.
OnJune8,HChadupheldthe

lower court order dismissing
ED’s plea for revocation of Sax-
ena’sstatusasapprover. In2019,
theagencymovedapleaforrev-
ocation, saying Saxena failed to
disclose“fullandtruesetoffacts/
circumstancesinhisknowledge”.

New Delhi
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HAPPYTEACHERS’ DAY
THE pandemic situation COVID-19, (Coron-
avirus) in which we are placed today, is one
which the country – and, indeed, the world –
has not witnessed earlier and,hopefully,
would not have to witness again.A joint, co-
hesive and concerted effort, alone, can result
in success in this struggle.

We’re quick to recognize our nation’s
teachers, these dedicated people are busy
shaping the goals and dreams of our future
generations,and they deserve all the honor
and accolades we can heap upon them.

It is our endeavor to provide quality edu-
cation by holding classes through online
platforms.The effort in physically teaching
students, in a regular classroom,cannot even
remotely be compared with the effort that
the teachers have to expend, in providing
online education. It is a matter of common
knowledge that, in doing so, the persever-
ance of the teachers, and the strain to which
they subject themselves, is tremendous,and
their efforts referred to,often,as the noblest
among all noble professions – require to be
commended in the highest terms.

So, thank you to all the teachers, to show
how powerful you are,as individuals and
also as professionals.

SUBHASH DHINGRA
Chairman, SNEH International School

I WAS born to be a teacher
I was trained to be a teacher,
But I became a friend sharing silly jokes
and playing with my students.
I was trained to be a teacher,
But I became caretaker helping my stu-
dents dress up for an event.
I was trained to be a teacher,
But I became a teammate working with
my students for interclass competitions.
I was trained to be a teacher,
But I became a treasurer keeping secrets
of my students.
I was trained to be a teacher,
But I became tech savvy teaching my stu-
dents virtually in this pandemic.
I was trained to be…

MS. ROHINI TANDON

TEACHING means adapting toThe New which
has proven true in current situation of prevailing
pandemic.You can never know everything,and
there is always a scope to learn new things,ab-
sorb fresh knowledge every time.As teachers,we
always want to give our best and make the teach-
ing learning process an enjoyable one.

I have experienced that when we provide joyful
learning environment to the students,we can im-
prove on their involvement and learning out-
comes.Once a student trusts you,your power be-
comes endless.

Online teaching requires more effort in terms
of preparation than conventional teaching.As a
teacher, it has been a totally new experience for
me, teaching and learning under present scenario
i.e.virtual teaching where one needs to be well-
planned, for active engagement that allows the
learners opportunities for interaction and hands-
on,experimental learning.
At last, I would say: teaching and learning go to-
gether.

MS. RENU TANEJA

THESE days with the world facing its greatest
danger,we have all found ways and means to
continue life as normally as possible.Teaching
has continued though virtually and you all my
dear teachers have been doing it happily and
wonderfully well. For all of us at SIS,5th of Sep-
tember has always been a very important cele-
bration,A day when we let you know how good
you all are and how much we appreciate you for
making SIS the wonderful school that it is.Thank
you all for continuing your work so beautifully
and diligently inspite of the difficulties you might
be facing. I wish each one of you a very happy
teachers’ day and I am quite sure you will con-
tinue with your hard work.

MS. KAMLESH JACOB,
Director

‘Thanks To All My Teachers for Making
Me What I am Today’
Role of aTeacher is not only to impart knowl-
edge of a particular subject but also to instill
confidence so that the student starts enjoying
the learning process,develops interest, tries to
find solutions, takes decisions and achieves an
exponential growth.Whenever I see my stu-
dents sitting in the library making notes on their
own, in the laboratories doing some small re-
search project,engaged in role play,debates or
Art integrated projects in Social Science or lan-
guage classes, solving puzzles & problems of
Science & Mathematics with their peers, I know
for sure that we as teachers have achieved our
goal. Joyful classrooms promote faster learning
and creates enthusiasm amongst students.Cre-
ative and Critical thinking is promoted by de-
signing & writing for Magazines,Brochures,Sto-
ries,Picture books,Posters, creating Paintings,
Music & Songs,doing Surveys,Graphs,making
Videos,& being close to Nature.

MS. ALKA MATHUR,
Principal

ffttuu uUgsa ikSa/kksa dks lhapk] ftu dksey maxfy;ksa dks fy[kuk fl[kk;k geus]
vkt mUgha dh Å¡ph mM+ku ns[k] vius liuksa dks thuk Hkh lh[kk geus!

;w¡ rks ge v/;kid vDlj ft+anxh dk ikB gh i<+k;k djrs gSa] ysfdu
vius vuqHko ls lh[kk gS eSaus fd ge cPpksa dks flQZ+ fl[kkrs ugha cfYd
muls cgqr dqN lh[krs Hkh gSaA d{kk ds Hkhrj cPpksa dh lksp dh ,d nqfu;k
gksrh gS ftls lgh fn'kk nsus dh ft+Eesnkjh gekjs d/a kksa ij gksrh gSA brus lkyksa
esa fdrus gh 'kjkjrh cPpksa dks flQ+Z çse ls l/q kkjk gSA mudk lkeFk;~ Z bruk
Fkk fd vkt lekt esa mudh viuh fo'ks"k igpku gSA ;w¡ rks bl vkHkklh
nkSj esa Ldwyh f'k{kk vkSj f'k{k.k dk iwjk Lo:i gh cny x;k gSA vkHkklh nkSj
esa lhek,¡ rks cgqr gSa ij mls ut+jankt+ dj ge v/;kidksa vkSj Nk=ksa us
feydj viuk jkLrk [kkst gh fudkyk gSA cPpksa us dksjksuk dky ds vius
vPNs vkSj cqjs vuqHkokas dks eq>ls lk>k fd;k] PPT ds ek/;e ls vius
'kks/k dk;Z dks csgrj rjhds ls çLrqr fd;kA Toyar fo"k;ksa ij esjs lkeus gh
f[kMd+ h ds mlikj viuh jpukRedrk dk ifjp; nsrs gq, ukjs fy[ks ] esjs
}kjk lqukbZ xbZ v/kwjh dgkuh dks viuh dYiuk'kfä ds vk/kkj ij u;k jax
nsdj iwjk fd;k vkSj ikB ls lacfa /kr ohfM;ks dk vkuan fy;k vkSj gk¡ mUgksaus
eq>s i<+k;k HkhA bl rjg f'k{kk dk mís'; lkFkZd gks jgk gSA oDr ds lkFk
dne feykdj pyuk gh fodkl dk |ksrd gSA gekjs lkeus ,d fopkj'khy
vkSj ç;kxs /kehZ ih<+h gS mldh lksp dks udy esa u <kyk tk,] ç;ksx djus ds
fy, çsfjr fd;k tk,A ;gh /;s; gSA eSa orZeku ifjo's k esa f'k{k.k esa uokpkj
dks ysdj vR;ar mRlkfgr gw¡ vkSj Hkfo"; dks ysdj vk'kkoknh Hkh! bl f'k{kd
fnol ij ;g vuqHkwfr gh esjs fy, çkIr Hkh gS vkSj i;kZIr HkhA

MMkkWW mmeekk eessggjjkk

IWAS never IT inclined,so when I started out
with the virtual classes during the pandemic, I
had to reshape and restructure my classroom
practices in a way that would ensure engage-
ment of the students.But what preponderates
this challenge is the exasperation I feel for not
being able to be physically present in the class
and be with my students. I reminisce the time
when I would move back & forth in the class-
room, it has now been sadly replaced by pinning
up the students in the virtual classroom. I had
never imagined that I would be at the mercy of
the camera to have a glimpse of my students.
Well,we know that we have to make this transi-
tion practically successful,but it is indeed very
hard to come by and I hope to come to grips
with it and wish for things to be normal soon.

MS. SHRUTI VERMA

MY teaching experience at SNEH has been in-
credible. In the current scenario,online delivery
of the course is a challenging prospect,as switch-
ing from on-site (or brick) to online (or click) is a
significant change.We are no longer a 'sage on
the stage'; rather we have become a 'guide on
the side'. It is true that a lot of online teaching
success is about course organization, like making
sure content is clear,posted in the right place and
linked to working supplementary materials.
However,over time online teaching has become
an exciting new sandbox to experiment with dif-
ferent creative teaching methods I take this op-
portunity to thank our Chairman for his commit-
ment to the cause of education that has been the
guiding force always.Even in these tough times,
it is our Principal's foresight that has led to the
forming of platforms to ensure that learning
must never pause whatever the situation is.

MS. SARIKA JAIN

ADVERTORIAL

A Teacher: Takes a hand, Opens a mind and Touches a heart

TEACHING at SNEH has always been an ex-
citing and vibrant part of my life. I always
have a great time with my students who give
me confidence that I need to keep progress-
ing. For me, teaching means a variety of
teaching strategies, learning material and to
carry new ideas every day to the class.Teach-
ing my subject by play way method and inter-
acting a lot with students, make my lessons
enjoyable.There is nothing better than seeing
your students eager to learn and participate.
The greatest compliment is when a student
approaches you after many years and tells
you something like, "You really helped me
learn..."

MS. ANJANA DAWAR ARORA

THE education system has changed completely
due to the pandemic .But we at SNEH have left
no stone unturned to teach our students and en-
sure every possible way so that the quality of
teaching doesn’t get affected.As educators,we
have implemented every possible technique and
strategy so that the students are completely en-
gaged in learning.As a result, the students are
enjoying this medium of online teaching and
they always look forward to join the class. It has
become a win -win situation for everyone and
tomorrow even if we have to start offline classes
it is going to be an easy transition.

MS. PREETI SINGH

“The True
Teachers are those
who help us think
for ourselves”

Dr Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan
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M E S S A G E

THESE days classrooms have shifted from the
school to our rooms where distractions are
more but our commitment to teach stands con-
stant.What a joy to see children in front of your
screens sending us beams of positivity. I had
never thought that teaching could be this dy-
namic and so the pandemic has alighted the
lamp of innovation in us where we teachers
keep finding new ways and means to make our
teaching learning an enriching experience.
Teaching has always been a stress buster for
me because when I’m with my students I forget
the world around me.Each day is like stepping
into a magician’s hat, entering a world of pos-
sibilities and coming out as a better person.

MS. DEEPTI ARYA

LEARNING is considered successful only if it
brings about a positive and constructive change
in the learner.The idea behind joyful teaching
learning process is to make everyone involved
lifelong learners;not only students but also the
teachers.A teacher can no longer have the com-
petency to teach if she/he has stopped learning.
My teaching career has bestowed me with skills
like decision making, leadership,Communica-
tion,Managing Stress etc.which unfortunately
our education system couldn’t provide me
while I was a student.This very fact encourages
me to not only just teach my subject but to
teach my subject while ensuring that these
skills are developed in my students.

MS. KOMAL,
Vice-Principal

WITH changing times, the teaching method-
ologies have also changed.Making English
learning joyful,has always been a predominant
thought in my mind.Creating interesting learn-
ing techniques, to integrate fun with learning, is
what I have always strived for.As, it is said that
learning is a continuous process,which has
proved apt in the prevailing times of global
pandemic,where now I am teaching online.“It
is not a lecture classroom online.”“It has to be
an active learning classroom online.”Teaching
English is my passion and I cannot possibly see
myself doing anything else!The road which was
unknown has now become the path I am walk-
ing on…and intent to keep walking.

MS. MEENAKSHI ARORA

Teachers as online warriors of education.
Being an educator itself is a constant learning
process,and with the advent of online teaching,
(thanks to mysterious‘Corona’) teaching learning
process has changed dramatically. I never thought
of exploring technology with such great pace.The
definition of Quality education has undergone a
metamorphosis in the online mode.Rich texts, im-
ages,videos,audios,and games bring fun,excite-
ment,collaboration,and challenge to learning.The
learners,being digital natives,view online classes
as ‘edutainment than education’ and continually
set new learning goals for themselves. It also al-
lows learners to learn at their own pace, revisiting
the lesson as many times as they wish before mov-
ing on to the next stage.

DR. RANJANA DHAR

“Teaching is not subject to your subject
only but it’s subject to shaping up a future”.
With every passing day, I feel proud of being a
teacher, I have tried to make a difference in the
lives of my students. For me to impart knowl-
edge is also to impart wisdom. During these
challenging times of global pandemic, teaching
online seemed to be a challenge at first for
many of us, but it became a tool of effective
teaching and learning process for both teach-
ers and students.

MS. SHWETA SACHDEVA

JOYFUL learning is the art of awakening the nat-
ural curiosity of young minds.We as teachers aim
to ensure that each and every student learns and
enjoys learning.To enhance their interest in the
class, the element of anticipation is developed.
Use of flash cards,puppets, face masks,games
and realia make learning interesting, fun and im-
pactful.During the pandemic, to make virtual
classrooms efficacious,meticulous planning is
done to make sessions interactive, innovative &
child friendly.The world of children is full of love,
happiness and the unquestioning faith in the
goodness around them.We as teachers strive to
keep this belief alive.

MS. SABEHA MEHMOOD,
Headmistress

SNEH as the name suggests love and compas-
sion,has given me the same and these two
words have been inculcated in my dealing with
students.The school has appreciated me,
guided me, corrected me and most importantly
given me beautiful children.Their smile keeps
me young and full of life. It has been a pleasure
teaching these lovely children at SNEH with all
new facilities like the white board,Tata Class
Edge,3 D Movies etc. In this pandemic situation
when we are taking virtual classes, the teaching
leaning process is full of fun with different activ-
ities, celebrations, videos and virtual tours.

MS. TINNI RAHA

“A teacher is effective if she can direct,
guide, facilitate and support students to
achieve certain academic satisfaction.”
From March, 2020 the schools have been
‘homeschooled’ and traditional classrooms
have been replaced with ‘online meetings’.
The importance of classroom teaching is un-
deniable but this pandemic has proved that
the teachers are ready to perform their duty
with same diligence. PBL (Project Based learn-
ing) andAIL (Art Based Learning) can be the
best tools to keep the students involved and
make them learn with fun.As a teacher I think
I have become more innovative due to these
virtual classes.

MS. NIKITA GOEL

New Delhi
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Ahealthworker takesaswabsample fromawomantotest forCovid-19 inNewDelhionFriday.AmitMehra

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,SEPTEMBER4

ANTIBODIES AGAINST
SARSCoV-2were found among
8percentof thethestate'spop-
ulation in a seroprevalence sur-
vey conducted in Haryana last
month,withpeopleinurbanar-
eas anddistricts in theNational
Capital Region found affected
more,stateHealthMinisterAnil
Vij saidonFriday.
According to the survey,

Faridabadtopsthelist,with25.8
percentof people in thedistrict
havinghadtheinfectionatsome
point, while Rohtak – at 1.1 per
cent seroprevalence –was the
lowest.Prevalenceismoreinur-
ban areas (9.6 per cent) com-
pared to rural areas (6.9 per
cent), it reported.
The survey found seroposi-

tivity of 7.8 per cent in samples
ofwomentested,and8percent
among samples of men.
Prevalence was found higher
among women in Bhiwani,
Gurgaon, Jhajjar and
Mahendragarh district, and
higheramongmeninHisar, Jind,
Kurukshetra, Nuh, Panipat, and
Yamunanagardistricts.
The sero survey was con-

ductedbythestategovernment
in association with PGIMER,
Chandigarh. In all, 18,905 sam-
ples were tested across the
state's22districts,Vij said.
On Friday, the Haryana

Health Department reported
1,884 fresh Covid-19 cases and
19deathsoverthelast24hours,
taking the state's total to 71,983
anddeath toll to759so far.
Stating that the sero survey

wasdoneinAugust,Vij,whilere-
leasingthefindings,said,“Itwas
carriedoutwiththeaimtoiden-

tify penetration of Covid-19 at
the community level, and to
monitor its transmission
trends.... It was conducted by
taking850peoplefromeachdis-
trict–frombothurbanandrural
population. A nodal officerwas
designated in every district to
monitor and supervise the sero
survey.”
Haryana's Additional Chief

Secretary(Health)RajeevArora,
said, “Thefindingswillbeause-
ful guide indesigningstrategies
and implementation of appro-
priate containment measures.
The sero survey is about testing
a group of individuals for pres-
enceofantibodies,asithelpsun-
derstand the number of people

affected by the disease. The
study helped us determine the
burden of Covid-19 at the com-
munity level in the state, and
monitor the trendsof transmis-
sionof SARS-CoV-2 infection.”
ICMR/NCDC,incollaboration

withkeystakeholdersandstate
health departments, had initi-
ated a population-based sero
survey in select districts across
thecountry.
States such asMaharashtra,

Delhi andAndhra Pradeshhave
completedthefirst roundof the
survey, and others are in the
processof conducting it.
The first round's findings for

Delhi showed its seropositivity
rate at 23.4 per cent, while for

Mumbai it was 57 per cent in
slums and 16 per cent in non-
slumareas.
Arora said that serological

detection of specific antibodies
against SARS-CoV-2 can “better
estimate the truenumberof in-
fections”, and that district-wise
seroprevalence surveillance is
the“needof thehour”.

Riskof virusspread ishigher inurbanthan inruralareas, reports survey

Haryanaserosurvey finds
virusantibodies in8%people
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TOWATCH
■Maharashtra
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■Andhra
■Karnataka
■UttarPradesh
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1.82
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DETECTED TODAY
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TOTAL
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TIME**
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1.45%
2.45%
2.58%
2.46%

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE
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RECOVERED:30,37,151
DEATHS:68,472

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

DataasonSeptember3, releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealth, ICMRandstates.Oftendailynumbers
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CASE FATALITY RATIO

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress
in averting deaths

Positives against
number tested

(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more

recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILYOUT

POPULATION-BASEDRESULTS

Abovestateaveragesero-positivity
Faridabad (31.1%inurbanand22.2%inrural)
Nuh (30.3%inurbanand13.9%inrural)
Sonipat (18%inurbanand10%inrural)
Karnal (17.6%inurbanand8.8%inrural)
Jind (8.7%inurbanand12.5%inrural)
Gurugram (18.5%inurbanand5.7%inrural)
Kurukshetra (7.6%inurbanand9.4%inrural)
CharkhiDadri (6.8%inurbanand9.33%inrural)
Yamunanagar (5.9%inurbanand9.9%inrural)

25.8%
20.3%

13.3%
12.2%
11%
10.8%
8.7%
8.3%
8.3%

Samples
collected
18,905 Urbanareas

9.59%
Ruralareas
6.9%

Females
7.8%

Males
8%

Sero-positivityrate

(850each from22districts)

Panipat 7.4%
Palwal 7.4%
Panchkula 6.5%
Jhajjar 5.9%
Ambala 5.2%
Rewari 4.9%
Sirsa 3.6%

Hisar 3.4%
Fatehabad 3.3%
Bhiwani 3.2%
Mahendragarh 2.8%
Kaithal 1.7%
Rohtak 1.1%
(lower thanstate's averageof8%)

Belowstateaveragesero-positivity

NAVJEEVANGOPAL
CHANDIGARH,SEPTEMBER4

COVID-19PATIENTSinhomeiso-
lation in Punjabwill no longer
havetosufferthefearandstigma
of social isolation resulting from
postersaffixedat theentranceof
their homes. Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh on
Fridayreversedhisgovernment’s
earlierdecisionofputtingposters
outside the houses of Covid pa-
tients under home isolation or
quarantine.Posterswherealready
affixedmayberemoved,hesaid.
“Themove is aimed atmin-

imising the stigma resulting
fromtheaffixingofsuchposters
at the front doors of such pa-
tients,thusalsonegatingthefear
of testing,” theCMsaid.
In a related development,

Punjab government on Friday
organisedavideoconference to
dispel the notion of stigma and
discrimination against people
testing positive for coronavirus.
The measures mooted during
thevirtualconferenceweream-

plifying correct vocabulary like
"peoplewhohaveCovid-19" in-
stead of "Covid-19 cases" and
“Covid-19 victims", share posi-
tivestoriesofthosewhohavere-
coveredfromtheinfection,don't
label any individual group or
area for the spread of Covid-19,
don'tspreadmisinformation/ru-
mours were among series of
measures mooted in a video
conferencing.
ExpertsfromUnitedNations

Development Program and
WorldHealthOrganisationwere
part of the orientation on anti-
stigma and discrrimination
drive.
Due to stigma and discrimi-

nation, the presentation noted
peoplewere“concealingsymp-
toms”, showing “hesitancy in
seekingmedical care”andwere
“not adhering to interventions
likehomequarantine”.
It also noted that due to at-

tached stigma and discrimina-
tion, therewas “ostracisationof
healthcare workers and others
involved in Covid-19manage-
ment”.

NEWDELHI

HCasksCentre
todecideonpleas
over‘man-eaters’
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court Friday asked the
Centre to decide on rep-
resentationsallegingthat
wild animals, especially
tigers,wereallegedlybe-
ing killed on the pretext
of them being man-
eaters, in violation of the
guidelines and rules. The
Centre said the National
Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) will
look into thematter and
that a decision will be
taken. The court was
hearingapetitionfiledby
an activist alleging that
privateshootersarebeing
engagedbystateauthor-
ities forhuntingwild an-
imals, who are said to be
man-eaters. ENS

CentresaidNTCAwill
look intothematter.

BRIEFLY

TRIPURA

Manbookedfor
molestingtwo
children
Agartala: A man was
charged with sexually
abusing two minors in
Agartala, officials said on
Friday. According to the
complaint lodged on
Thursday, he allegedly
molested two girls, aged
4and7,whiletheparents
of thevictimswerenotat
home. No arrests have
beenmade in thecase so
far.Speakingtoreporters,
the officer in-charge of
the police stationwhere
thecasewasfiledsaidthe
incident took place on
August 28. The accused
was booked under
Section354oftheIPCand
section 8 of the POCSO
Act. ENS

GUJARAT

Fourheldwith
‘illegal’ firearms
onborder
Ahmedabad:Fourpersons
were arrested on the
Gujarat-Rajasthanborder
in Banaskantha district,
on Thursday, for posses-
sion of at least four
firearms and multiple
rounds of live ammuni-
tion.Accordingtothepo-
lice, a vehicle coming
from Abu road in
Rajasthan was inter-
cepted at Amirgadh bor-
der check post in
Banaskantha on
Thursday,whereinpolice
recovered unlicensed
weapons and
ammunition. The four
havebeenbookedunder
theArmsAct. ENS

RAJASTHAN

Forestguard
runoverby
tractor,critical
Kota: A forest guardwas
critically injured in
Rajasthan’sBaranafterhe
wasallegedlyrunoverby
a tractor and dragged
some 200metres by 5-7
peoplewho attacked his
patrolling squad during
an anti-encroachment
drive on Friday, officials
said. The squad suc-
ceeded in detaining one
of the encroachers.
Assistant Conservator of
Forest Mohammad
Hafeez said the depart-
ment received informa-
tionaboutencroachment
ongovernmentlandat11
pmonThursday. Asquad
comprising12personnel
reached the spot at 1.30
amonFridaywhenfiveto
seven people attacked
them,hesaid. PTI
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DUETOthehighpropor-
tionofasymptomaticor
mildinfections,datare-
strictedtolaboratory-
confirmedcasesdonot
capturethetrueextentof
thespreadorburdenof
SARS-CoV-2.Asero-
prevalencesurveyuses
antibodyteststoesti-
matethepercentageof
people inapopulation
withantibodiesagainst
thevirus.Thesurvey
helpsmonitortheexpo-
sureof thegeneralpopu-
lationtoSARS-Cov2in-
fectioninaparticular
area.Asmallsampleof
peopleparticipatingin
thesurveyrepresentsa
largerpopulation.

Why
seroprevalence
survey is
important

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

THECBSE’Scompartmentexam-
inationsforClassesXandXIIwill
beheld fromSeptember22, the
boardnotifiedonFriday.
ForClassXIIstudents,theex-

ams will be held between
September 22 and29,while for
ClassXstudentstheywillbeheld
betweenSeptember22and28.
Thesewill be the first physi-

cal examinations conducted by
the board for school students
since board examinationswere
haltedandremainingexamina-
tionscancelledafter thenation-
wide lockdownwas imposed in
March.
According to guidelines is-

suedbytheboard,allcandidates
will be required to carry their
ownhand sanitiser in transpar-
entbottlesandwaterbottles.All
candidates have towearmasks
andmaintainsocialdistancing.

Earlier in the day, the CBSE
told the SupremeCourt that it is
taking all precautions for con-
ductingthecompartmentexams.
AdvocateRupeshKumar, ap-

pearing for the board, told a
benchofJusticesAMKhanwilkar,
DineshMaheshwari and Sanjiv
Khanna that thenumberof cen-
tres for the exams has been in-
creasedto1,278.Headdedthatin
a classwhere 40 students could
sit,only12willsitnow.
Thecourtwashearingaplea

seekingcancellationofthecom-
partment exams in view of the
Covid-19situation.
Thecounselforthepetitioner

said CBSE had not yet saidwhy
the compartment exam cannot
be cancelled. Saying that it will
not be possible to conduct the
examsbySeptember, the coun-
selsaidthatthestudentswill fall
inthecategoryoffailedstudents.
Thecourtwill takethisupfor

hearingonSeptember10.Itasked
theCBSEtofileashortaffidavit.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JALANDHAR,SEPTEMBER4

FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLDKUSUMhad
always dreamt of becoming fa-
mous. Little did the Class 8 stu-
dent know that a run-in with
snatchers would earn her that
fame. But thiswas far fromher
mind when a man out on bail
tried to snatch hermobile on a
Sunday afternoon. Kusum
fought back and not onlyman-
aged towrest hermobile from
themanwhorepeatedlyhither,
but also nabbed himwith the
helpof passers-by.
Kusumwas returning home

aftertakingtuitionfromadistant
relation in Fatehpur Mohalla
near DeenDyal UpadhyaNagar
when she was attacked by the
snatchersonabike.“Iwasabout
to callmy father to tell him that
I was onmyway homewhen I
felt this tug,” she recounted.
The police say theman she

fought offwasahardenedcrim-

inalwhowasfacingsevencases,
but was out on bail due to the
pandemic.
Impressed with Kusum's

bravery, deputy commissioner
GhansyamThorihasannounced
anawardof Rs51,000 forher.
Recuperating after a wrist

surgery, herrightarminaband-
age, the teenager said she is still
getting used to all the attention

comingherway.“Iwasn’tscared
whenhehitmeandsnatchedmy
mobile;all Iknewwasthat Ihad
toget itbackcomewhatmay.”
Theteenager,whostudies in

Lala Jagat Narayan DAV School
andwantstobeapolicewoman,
is all smilesas she tells youhow
fond she is of hermobile. It be-
longstoherfather,whoworksas
adailywagerinanironsheetfac-

tory. “He gave it tome after the
lockdownso that I could attend
onlineclasses...Of late,Ihavealso
beenlearningTaekwondoonit,”
shesaid.
Thosemoves came inhandy

when she chased the snatchers.
Theentireincidentwascaptured
inaCCTV installed in theneigh-
bourhood. The video, which
went viral, shows two bike-
borneyouthssnatchingKusum’s
phone, after which she chases
them. The pillion-rider repeat-
edly attacks her wrist with a
sharp-edgedweaponbutthegirl
does not relent. A man then
comesrunningfollowedbyother
residents and overpowers the
pillionriderwhilethebikerflees.
“PerhapsIgotthisconfidence

from watching Taekwondo
training videos on themobile,”
the teenager said. “My friends
and I get together and practice
Taekwondo whenever we get
time,” shesaid.
Her father Sadhu Ram,who

came from Faizabad in UP to

Jalandhar 40 years ago and de-
cidedtostayon,saidKusumhas
always had big dreams despite
their modest life in two small
rooms. “Iadmittedherinagood
schoolrecentlyaftershefailedin
7th standard.Now she is doing
well even though hermonthly
expenses come to around Rs
3,000,”hesaid.
SadhuRamsaystheteenager

had been pestering him to get
heradmittedinakarateclassbut
he refused because of the high
fees.“Thisincidenthasmademe
realise the importance of self-
defence training for girls,” he
said.
Mangat Ram Sharma, who

cametoKusum’srescue,sayshe
wassittinginthecourtyardofhis
housewhenheheardhercries.“I
ranoutandwemanaged tonab
oneof thesnatchers.”
Meanwhile, locals are pour-

ing intomeet the feistygirl. The
Jalandhar police have now rec-
ommendedhernameforthena-
tionalbraveryaward.

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER4

ASSAM HAS registered 330
Covid-19 deaths so far but if
otherdeathsindirectlylinkedto
thediseasearecountedthenthe
figure will be much higher,
AssamHealthMinisterHimanta
BiswaSarmasaidonFriday.
Speaking to The Indian

Expressonthesidelinesofapress
conference in Guwahati, Sarma
said that if deaths of Covid pa-
tients who tested negative be-
foretheirdemisewerecounted,
the casualty figure in Assam
would be between 900 and
1,000.
“If we count both, deaths

‘during Covid’ and ‘post Covid’,
then the figure (state's overall
deathtollfromtheinfection)will
be higher. But the ‘post Covid’
deathscannotbeincludedinour
official tally,” Sarmasaid.
Sarma said that the figure

330onlyreflectsthosewhohave
died while they were infected
and those that died from it. “If
you add those who had Covid
but died of some other cause
(unnaturalcauseslikeroadacci-
dents) and people who died of
post-Covid complications after
testing negative, then the casu-
altyfigureinAssamwillbeclose
to1,000,”hesaid.
InAssam,a4-memberDeath

Audit Board, formed in accor-
dance with guidelines by the
ICMR,decideswhichdeathscan
beofficiallyattributedtoCovid-
19.
In the press briefing, Sarma

highlightedthatoverthelastfew
daysthestatewasseeing3,000-
oddnewcasesperday—which
he said was a worrying sign.
“Thisway,Septemberalonewill
seesay30multipliedby3,000—
a total of 90,000 cases.Wehave
toensurethatdoesnothappen,”
Sarmasaid.
On Friday, Assam lifted the

weekend lockdown and ended
thenight curfewaswell.
Till Thursday night, Assam

had reported a total of 1,18,333
cases — of which 29,274 are
active.

Ahealthworkerdisinfectsglovesafter takingaswabsample
forCovid-19testing, inLudhianaonFriday.GurmeetSingh

PUNJAB TEEN FIGHTS OFF SNATCHER, WRESTS BACK PHONE

‘Got confidence from Taekwondo videos on phone’

ACCTVgrabof the incident; (right)Kusumrecuperating
afterawrist surgery.

Assam’s Covid
toll would be
higher if indirect
deaths included,
says Himanta

In Punjab, no more
posters outside
homes with Covid
patients in isolation

CBSE compartment
exams for Classes X,
XII from September 22

Shivakumar
hospitalised
again as fever
relapses
Bengaluru: Karnataka Congress
presidentDKShivakumar,who
wasrecentlydischargedfromthe
hospital after undergoing treat-
mentforCovid-19,hasbeenhos-
pitalised again as he developed
fever,hisofficesaidonFriday.
“DKShivakumarwasadmit-

ted to a private hospital in
JayanagaronWednesday,asfever
relapsed,”hisofficesaidinastate-
ment. Shivakumarhas appealed
to his well wishers and party
workersnottocomenearthehos-
pitalorhisresidence,ashewould
undergo treatment at thehospi-
tal for a fewmoredays. The58-
year-old leaderwhowas earlier
admitted sinceAugust24wasdis-
chargedonAugust31. PTI

New Delhi
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How does a course like photogra-
phy benefit from the National Edu-
cation Policy 2020?

NEP 2020 is a milestone for an institute
like ours as it supports creative courses like
FineArts, including photography, painting,
sculpture etc. I believe that Arts has the
ability to make a positive impact on our
overall GDP as it can create a parallel
economy in our country. For instance,
paintings and photographs by artists are
often sold in crores. However, to generate
such a huge money, only an artist of great
potential equipped with canvas and
colours is required. To nurture such tal-
ented minds in the country and abroad, IIP
has envisioned many creative courses to
further the aspirations of such people. In a
recent survey, over 89% students believed
that creativity improves overall decision-
making processes.The current regime un-
derstands these facts and that is why NEP
2020 supports creativity in a big way. The
government has said that it will contribute
6% of the country’s GDP to education.

What is the vision of IIP?
By 2024, our vision is to make IIPAcad-

emy as IIP University of Fine Arts and Re-
search Centre.We want to work on ‘Indol-
ogy’ – arts, culture, philosophy and history.
We believe photography based on this
concept can do wonders. This will also
highlight our country and its rich cultural

heritage through the lens of our photog-
raphers. In India, every state has its own
culture, language and tradition, food and
attire. Our country is bestowed with her-
itage monuments dating back to ages
adorning a colourful past.All these beauti-
ful facets about our country make it a ‘mu-
seum’ in itself.

In today’s digital age, all our culture is
dying down slowly and steadily and we, at
IIP, are trying our best to revive our culture
by creating a photographic history of

India. Moreover, once we realise our vision
of establishing the university, it will be first
of its kind in India providing students with
exploring a diverse range of creative op-
portunities in painting, sculpture, photog-
raphy, music, dance, cultural and fine arts
history.

What can students expect at IIP?
At IIP, we know how to transition a stu-

dent into a brand. Our curriculum has
been thoughtfully designed as per the
emerging trends followed in the Western
countries. At IIP, the focus is on quality
teaching as we only have a batch of 16
students. I believe if we can raise the qual-
ity of Fine Arts edu-
cation in India then
surely one day, we
can save our forex
and it will also lessen
the craze of students
to travel abroad to study FineArts.

We’re also offering online photography
courses so that students can learn this art-
form from the comfort of their home and
at their own pace. At IIP, students can ex-
pect a phenomenal change in the way they
perceive creativity under our expert guid-
ance and care. Our students get to collab-
orate with high-profile clients like min-
istries, various government initiatives,
brands and corporate houses, political par-
ties, NGO’s, advertising and fashion world.

ADVERTORIAL

Discover the Subtleties of Fine Arts Photography at IIP
On the occasion of Teachers Day, professors and students from the IIP Academy for Fine Arts & Research Centre share their views on NEP

2020 and how the new policy creates a suitable environment for furthering creative studies in India, with a special focus on Fine Arts
Photography and the study of history of photography and its applications in current times. In photography, it is always important to know the

‘subject’ at study closely, for which IIP has introduced Ethnographic Portraits and Documentary Photography. They also expressed the
importance of going beyond the realm of Commercial Photography to explore the art and magic behind photography.

Will NEP 2020 provide boost for a
course like Photography?

NEP 2020 provides students the option of
pursuing inter-disciplinary education.Earlier
one had to complete Bachelor of Fine Arts
(BFA) and get a degree before pursuing
MFA; however, with NEP 2020, both BFA
and MFA can be merged together to pro-
vide a comprehensive subject knowledge.
Second, NEP 2020 provides more scope for
research-oriented courses. Third, there’s a
provision for multi-disciplinary courses,
meaning if a student is pursuing Science
then, too, he can pursue Arts. Overall, NEP
2020 has come at the right time when the

Education sector
needed it the most.

What are two
new subjects that
IIP has intro-
duced?

IIP has included two research-oriented
subjects – Ethnographic Portraits and Fash-
ion Documentary. Ethnography is the study
of people and their culture. We have bor-
rowed this concept of photography from
the famous American photographer, Ed-

ward Sheriff Curtis. He was the one who
merged ethnography with portraits. These
subjects are taught to BFA and MFA stu-
dents in the second year and third year, re-
spectively. We provide students with op-
portunities for Ethnography research,
wherein they need to visit a part of India
and live sometime with the ‘subject’ in
study and then prepare ethnographic por-
traits through photographs. In Fashion Doc-
umentary, the idea is to merge fashion with
documentary and delve into the hardships

faced by fashion models and designers
through these photographs.We also teach
them how to do Quality Research in Pho-
tography.

Which genre is mostly preferred
by students?

Nowadays, students at IIP seem more in-
terested in knowing about how the Fine
Arts Photography evolved in the 1890s.
They ask me about the best portrait or fash-
ion photographers and about their works.
More than 60% of our students first want to
discover the art behind photography and
only then do they decide which genre they
want to pursue in life.The best thing about
IIP is it gives students a plethora of chances
to discover their own artistic side.

Before deciding the genre, we have to
know what the student knows, what’s his
cultural background and individual experi-
ence,what’s his thought process, vision and
sense about photography, how does he
perceive photography, what feelings does
photography arouse in that individual, and
what he wants to explore in life and, con-
sequently,we decide what genres are avail-
able for that student to pursue.

Manish Sehrawat, Associate
Lecturer, IIP Academy for Fine Arts and
Research Centre

Fine Arts Photography is in Demand Nowadays!Giving Wings to Creative Minds!

IIP is a League Apart from Other Institutes!

What’s your perspective on IIP as
an institution for photography in
India?

I always found photography enticing
right since my childhood days.After com-
pleting my engineering and having
worked for 2-3 corporate companies, I
decided to pursue my passion and hence
chose IIP Academy for learning the art
and skill behind photography. One of the
first lessons that I learnt during an en-
lightening conservation I had with
Mr.Rajesh Goyal, Chairman IIP was that it
is important to learn photography first
and then decide my genre rather than do-
ing vice versa.

At IIP, I realised that there’s more to
photography than just its technical as-
pects like light and optical science. Pho-
tography is an artform of visual commu-
nication. For most of us, photographs are
a medium to revisit our memories. How-

ever, photography as an artform acts as a
medium to spread awareness or message
regarding a social issue etc.

What photography genre are
you pursuing currently?

Initially, I wanted to become a Wildlife
Photographer, however, at the end of my
course at IIP, I chose to become a Com-

mercial Photographer. In commercial
photography, I do photoshoots related to
products, magazine editorials, foods, ar-
chitecture and interiors shoots for hotels
and restaurants. Commercial photogra-
phy is an integral part of graphic design-
ing, as these photographs are useful in
designing of brochures, catalogues etc.

How was your overall experi-
ence at IIP?

IIP has provided me with a complete
learning experience which has enabled
me to conduct photography classes for
students at IIP efficiently and at my part-
time classes as well. I have taught 12-to-
62-year-old students at my classes and
everyone is as awestruck as I was during
my learning days at IIP. Most people dis-
cover the art side of photography for the
first time in these classes and that makes
the experience of learning photography
truly enriching.

Jatin Jain, Commercial
Photographer, Studio Iodine Vapor

Photography is Visual Communication!

How did IIP help you in shaping up
your career?

Before IIP, I didn’t know how to study
an image. Teachers at IIP have a very
meticulous approach towards the course
and everything is taught in great details.
Every student has the facility to take sep-
arate sessions with teachers to learn or
clear the doubts related to the nuances
of photography.

The best part is that institute conducts
hands-on practical classes so that stu-
dents can grasp the subject from the
core. For instance, as a student I used to
have model shoots at the institute itself
so that it becomes a part of my photog-
raphy persona and doesn’t appear like a
new thing when I’m doing it profession-
ally. These campus shoots helped me fo-
cus and identify things that need to be
taken care of while I’m on a live shoot.
This practical aspect of campus shoots

builds confidence of novice photogra-
phers to a great extent.

Please share your experiences at
IIP?

During my journalism days, I devel-
oped an interest for photography and,
consequently, joined IIP, where I’d a can-

did conversation regarding photography
as a subject with Mr.Rajesh Goyal.
Through that interaction, I came to know
that it is very essential to know your in-
tention behind capturing a particular im-
age. Only then you can capture all its
essence perfectly.This concept piqued my
interest in photography even more. First,
IIP helped me in gaining confidence
while shooting and, secondly, it helped
me improvise my vision regarding pho-
tography.Through IIP, I learnt how to pic-
turise an image and visualise its related
aspects.

What are you currently doing?
Currently, I’m working for Lenskart as

their official photographer, videographer
and do campaign and model shoots for
the company’s premium brand of eye-
wear – John Jacobs. Whatever is put on
social media, Ad campaigns, and other
platforms are planned and shot by me.

Swikriti Gupta, Senior Visual
Executive at John Jacobs, Lenskart

The Ideation of an Image is Quintessential!

Rajesh Goyal,
Founder & Director, IIP

Please tell us about your new courses
at IIP?

We have BFA and MFA level course pro-
grams in Photography at IIP.These programs
are with the specialisation of FineArts Pho-
tography, including Documentary Photogra-
phy and Conceptual Photography. IIP is
unique in this matter as there’s no other in-
stitute that provides such courses in pho-
tography. At IIP, the focus is one Fine Arts
Photography, taking the artistic and theo-
retical sides of photography into considera-
tion.We want our students to be storytellers
rather than just being design-oriented com-
mercial photographers. Therefore, our
courses are very innovative and a league
apart from other institutes.

Why should budding photogra-

phers join IIP?
At IIP, students get an ambience for pro-

fessional-level, studio practice of photogra-

phy. Our studios are well-equipped with
avant-garde technologies to make photog-
raphy learning an enriching experience.We
also have model shoots, studio-based Por-
traiture Photography, Food Photography,
Product Photography, etc. We provide all
kinds of training to make a novice turn into
an expert photographer. Our course is de-
signed in such a manner that theoretical
learning is an integral part of our curricu-
lum, including history of photography, tech-
nicality behind photography and philosophy
of photography.We teach them application
of such theoretical concepts,besides studio-
based practical learning. Theoretical learn-
ing of photography is highly neglected in In-
dia and this is where we are unique
compared with others.

Dr. Vikas Gupta, Associate Professor,
Dept. of Art & Photography, IIP
Academy for Fine Arts and Research
Centre, Noida

IIP is my second home, and amazed me by the
standards they are following to establish Fine
Arts and Photography learning in India.

A Nikon Ambassador and Adobe partner, I was fasci-
nated by the rich Indian cultural heritage and studied
Indian aesthetics. For me, the IIPAcademy is a dynamic,
culturally vibrant and at the same time very professional
institution, that offers a wide range of seminars, lectures
and workshops on photography. I have given numerous
seminars on documentary and staged photography and
went on excursions with her IIP students.

Prof. Dr. Maja, Jerrentrup
Bonn, Germany.

I SEND my whole hearted good wishes to Sh Ra-
jesh Goyal ji of IIPAcademy for the wonderful
work he is doing for advancement of photography
by training so many young people who can make a
livelihood from photography as a career.This in
the true sense is a contribution for which these
young people will be obliged to him and this insti-
tution in years to come. May this valuable work
grow and would certainly be a part of our beloved
Modi ji’s dream of enhancing “Skill India” project.

Ashok Dilwali, Vetran Photographer

New Delhi
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SPENDING TO REVIVE
Withconsumptionand investmentswaning,government
spendingoffersawayout. So far it’snowherenearenough

T
HECENTRALGOVERNMENTaccounts for the first fourmonthsof the cur-
rent financial year suggest thatdespite imposingoneof themost stringent
lockdowns in theworldand inspiteof facingoneof theseveresteconomic
slowdownsinrecenthistory, thegovernment’sresponsesofarhasbeenfar
more tight-fisted than that of other countries. At the aggregate level, the

Centre’s total spending roseby11.3per cent in theApril-Julyperiod— lower thaneven its
budgetedprojectionof 12.7per cent for the full year. This is nowhere close to the scale of
spendingrequiredtocompensate,evenpartly,fortheeconomiclossduringthisperiod.The
GDPdatareleasedearlierthisweekrevealedthatbothprivateconsumptionandinvestments
fellbyroughlyRs5.3lakhcroreeach(at2011-12prices)duringthefirstquarteroverthesame
period last year. In comparison, government consumptionexpenditure rosebyamereRs
68,387 crore—nowherenear enough to offset, evenpartly, the fall. It is possible that the
Centremay rampup spending in subsequentmonths.However, at the current juncture,
giventhescaleof thecollapse ineconomicactivity, there isastrongcase fornotonly front-
loadingitsbudgetedallocations,butalsofordrasticallyexpandingthescaleof itsspending.
Muchof therise intheCentre’sspendingtillnowhasbeendrivenbyrevenueexpen-

diture,which rose by 12 per cent in the April-July period. However, in comparison, the
Centre’scapitalexpendituregrewbyamere3.9percentoverthesameperiod.Worryingly,
capitalspendinghasdeclinedonroadsanddefence.Consideringthatthecapitalexpen-
dituremultipliers forbothCentreandstategovernmentsaremuchhigher thantherev-
enue expendituremultipliers — the latter are, in fact, less than one— there is a strong
caseforrampingupcapital spendingtocrowdinprivatesector investments.This,as the
RBInotes, “inducesmore thanproportionate increase in investments in theeconomy”.
It is true that government finances are constrained, andwere stressed even before

the pandemic hit. As against a budgeted fiscal deficit of 3.8 per cent in 2019-20, the ac-
tualdeficitstoodat4.6percent.Andgoingforward,whilethepaceofcontractioninrev-
enueswillease,governmentfinanceswillcontinuetobestrained.However,considering
thatof the fourenginesof growth,privateconsumption, investments,andexportswere
slowing down even before the COVID-19 pandemic hit, and are unlikely towitness a
broad-basedrevivalinthenearterm,fargreatergovernmentsupportisneededatthiscur-
rent juncture.Acrisisof thismagnitudeneeds tobe tackledatmultiple levels. The fiscal
responseshould involveacombinationofmeasures—enhancedcash transfers forpro-
vidingimmediatebuttemporaryrelief,whileatthesametime,rampingupcapitalspend-
ing.Sofar,however,therehasbeennoindicationfromthegovernmentoneitherthesize
or thecompositionof apackage, if one ison theway.

LIVING ON THE EDGE
For thoseexcludedbyNRC, fairhearingat tribunals remains

urgentnecessity,whichmustbeexpedited

T
HEFRAUGHTEXERCISEof updating theNationalRegisterof Citizens (NRC)
inAssamendedayearago,excluding19lakhofthe3.3croreapplicants.The
stateand itspeoplehadplacedtheirbetsontheNRCasamechanismtore-
solvetheoldandcomplextangleoverindigenousclaimsandimmigranthis-
tory,which has its roots in Assam’s unique experience of colonialism. But

thehopeof aclosure is recedingas theprocess, riddledwith flaws,hasgroundtoahalt.
The19 lakh left outof theNRCare ina limbo. Theyhaveonemore legal recoursebe-

fore being declared non-citizens— that of moving the foreigners’ tribunals — but they
cannot do so as the NRC directorate has not issued them rejection orders. Though the
pandemic isbeingblamedfor the lackof administrativeurgency, thepoliticaldiscourse
preceding theoutbreakhadset the stage for thisdisavowal. For theAssamesenational-
ists,whohavemaintainedsincethe1980sthattheinfluxof illegalimmigrantsintoAssam
wasanexistential threat, 19 lakh is an “underestimate”. For theBJP,which sought to in-
troduceareligiouscleavageinthealreadyseethingethnicandlinguisticdividesinthestate,
the largenumberofBengaliHindusbelievedtohavebeenleftoutof theNRCisunpalat-
able, even if ithas theamnestyof theCitizenshipAmendmentAct (CAA) in itspocket. It
has declared itwouldnot accept theNRC in its current formand insists on “re-verifica-
tion”. For the Bengal-origin Muslims, with ethnic roots in the region that is now
Bangladesh, the NRCwas an opportunity to find legitimacy in a statewhere they have
beenseenasunwelcomeoutsiders. Thescepticismover thepublishedNRCsends them
themessage thatevenaSC-mandatedprocess cannot transcendadeepsocialdivide.
Asthisnewspaper’sgroundreportshaveshown,theNRCthrewupKafkaesqueresults.

Childrenwereleftoutevenastheirfamiliesgotin;womenbecamemorevulnerabletoex-
clusion; and themost underprivilegedwere forced to spend their earnings on an often
traumaticlegalprocess.Theapprehensionofbeingexpelledfromthenationwasnotlim-
ited to Assam, as the ruling BJP government promised a double-barrelled rollout of the
NRCandCAAacrossIndia.ButAssam’sexperienceoftheNRChasleftdeeperandmoreen-
trenchedsocialdivides.Fortheexcluded,afairhearingatthetribunalsremainsanurgent
necessity,onewhichtheNRCdirectorateandtheSCmustexpedite.But themishandling
of thisexercise isagrimwarningfor theproponentsof itsextensionacross thecountry.

PROPHET OF WALL ST
DavidGraeber turnedreceivedwisdomonitshead, taught

world toquestionglobalconsensus

D
AVIDGRAEBER,THEanarchistwhopoweredtheOccupymovementwith
intellectualrocketfuel,hasdiedbeforehistime.Oneofthelastpolymath
public intellectuals,hejoinedthedotsbetweenanthropology,econom-
ics,politics, social scienceandhistory.The truthsherevealedweredev-
astatinglyobvious,buthadgoneunnoticed.Hismostpopularwork,Debt:

TheFirst5,000Years(2011),questionedacentralassumptionofeconomics—thatmoney
was inventedto formalisebarter.Hepointedout thatbarter requiredonlymutual satis-
faction,nottheexactitudeofmoney. Instead,hesuggested,moneywascreatedtoquan-
tify debt—what people in ancient cultures owed to the temple and the royal treasury,
whichwascarefully calibratedandrecorded.
Inthebeginning,therewasdebt,anditremainstheprimemover.Everyinstrumentin

banking,includingthecreditcardinyourwallet, isanexpressionofdebt.Debtderivatives
brought downWall Street, and sparked off the public unrestwhich culminated in the
OccupyWallStreetmovement—thefirst instanceofanarchismintheUSafter it forgeda
globalcompact,followingthecollapseoftheUSSR.Graeberisbelievedtohavecoinedthe
movement’sslogan:“Wearethe99percent.”
Thoughheproducednumerouspaperswithcolourful titles, layreaderswill remem-

ber him for his books on the false virtue of meaningless hardwork, the surge inwork
broughtonbymachines,whichhadbeenexpected toeliminate it, and theurgentneed
foruniversalbasic income.WasGraeberananarchistprophet?Itdoesn’tmatter. It isnot
necessaryfortheanarchist tobealwaysright.His functionis toringthealarmbellwhen
something isdisastrouslywrong.

Pratap BhanuMehta

WemustasktoughquestionsaboutFacebook'srole.But
problemof freedom,civility,censorshipgoesdeeper

FACEBOOKISRIGHTLYcomingunderscrutiny
forthewayitregulatesspeech.Thecomplaints
against Facebook are: Political partisanship,
notbeingattentiveenoughtohatespeechand
fakenews,opaquealgorithmsthatdirectusers
toparticularkindsofcontent,inadequatepri-
vacycontrols,andinordinateandunaccount-
able power to shapepublic discourse. These
complaints take on an even sharper edge
whenthereisaperception,asreportedbythe
WallStreetJournalstory,thatkeyfunctionar-
ies of Facebookmight have views that bla-
tantlysupportapoliticalparty.
ButwhileweholdFacebookaccountable,

weshouldbeundernoillusionthatthereany
areeasysolutionstothechallengesposedby
Facebook.We are in themidst of a revolu-
tion akin to the printing revolution of the
14th and 15th centuries, and later what
BenedictAndersoncalledprintcapitalismin
the 19th and 20th centuries. Both empow-
eredmasses of people, enabled new forms
ofknowledgeandtransformedtheSelf.They
allowed the creation of new community
identities likenationalism.Buttheyalsoen-
ablednewformsofhatetoemergeandcon-
solidate as political forces. We are in the
midstof a similar transformation.
Butasweuseexistinglegalprovisionsto

holdcompanies likeFacebook toaccount, it
is important to not miss the forest for the
trees.Oneof thereasonsFacebookisintrou-
bleisbecausethepoliticalviewsof itskeyof-
ficialswere clearly apparent. Buthere is the
challenge.Facebooknowmightbeaprivate
company in form, but it is close to a public
utilityinfunction.Ithasalsotakenontherole
ofafreespeechregulator.Traditionally,these
are roles carriedoutbygovernment.And in
order to be seen to be neutral, government
officials, likebureaucrats and judges, had to
project political impartiality. Often this
meantrulesandcodesofconductthatapply
tobureaucratsand judges.
Evenmanyprivate companieswill have

such codes. Sometimes these are clamp-
downs on free speech. But on other occa-
sions, they can stem froma legitimate con-
cern that private views, if publicly
disseminated,detractfromthecredibilityof
arole.Wherethisshouldbealegitimatecon-
cern can only be determined by looking at

the functionof an institution.Butoneof the
remarkable developments of the last few
yearshasbeenthecompletefusionof social
media,privateandpublic roles.
While the statedpolitical partisanship of

Facebook officials is coming under scrutiny,
the irony is that themanifest political parti-
sanship of public officials is going unchal-
lenged. It is, for instance, remarkable how
manyserving IASofficersnowdon’t justdis-
seminate government schemes, but openly
violatenormsofcivilserviceneutrality,with-
out repercussions. Even in official circles,
wherenon-partisanshipwasappropriate,the
normhasbeeneroded.Sowhypretendtobe
surprised if it is eroded in companies curry-
inggovernmentfavour?Thedeeperquestion
is this: Is theprice ofmaintaining consistent
credibility a forbearance that allows one to
maintainastrictboundarybetweenthepub-
licroleandprivateorpoliticalviews.Canthis
separationbemade inanagewhere literally
the boundary betweenpublic andprivate is
breachedeverytimeyoutweetorpost?
The second issue is one of censorship.

Predictably, both the Congress and BJP are
claiming to be victimof Facebook’s censor-
ship policy. But the truth is this: Censorship,
whether public or private,will always invite
chargesofpartisanship.Infact,inthemodern
age, unless you build a Chinese firewall, it is
probably hard to censor, things get dissemi-
natedonewayortheother.Insomeinstances,
peoplealmostcourtcensorship,becausethe
point is to draw attention through inviting
censorshiporgettingpoliticalmileageoutof
playing victim. But here is the dilemma:
Freedomof expression is easy to institution-
alisewhenspeechis,asitwere,safe.Whereit
leadstoincitement,violence,attacksongroup
identity,orawfulformsofsubordination,peo-
ple’sconvictionsaboutdefendingfreespeech
fade.Thewayinwhichwepretendedspeech
was safewas bymaking a bunch of distinc-
tions. There is a distinction between speech
and action.Whether or not speech or an in-
citementisafunctionofcontextandsoforth.
Insomesense,socialmediamakesthesedis-
tinctionsdifficult tomaintain.
The distinction between speech and ac-

tion has become harder in an age where
speechgoesviralwithunpredictableeffects.

One of the features of socialmedia is that it
de-contextualises and re-contextualises
speech. Content that seems within the
bounds of safety in a particular context, can
havevileimplicationsinanother.Soletusbe
under no illusions, censorshipwill not only
remain,butgetevenmoredeeplypoliticised,
nomatterwho does the censoring. There is
also the incongruousquestionofhowmuch
authority tocensorwewanttograntprivate
and relatively unaccountable entities like
Facebook?Many politicians, fromDonald
TrumptoKapilMishra,engageinspeechthat
might be construed to be harmful. But the
honest truth is that liberals should equally
worry about the fact thatwe are giving pri-
vatecompaniesauthoritytopotentiallycen-
sororredirectthespeechofelectedofficials.
Thiswillmostlikelyreboundinademocratic
backlashagainstfreespeech,morethanitwill
cleansethesystemofhatefulspeech.
Thereistheelephantintheroom:Thebusi-

nessmodels. Facebook invites attentionbe-
causeofitsgreatpower,whichneedstobereg-
ulated.Butitisnotclearthatlotsofcompetition
is going to solveconcernsaboutpartisanship
andcensorshipinsocialmedia.Forevenwith
competition the business models will be
drivenbytwologics.Thefirstistheblurringof
the distinction betweenpublic and private.
Socialmedia cannotprofit unless everything
privatebecomespublic.Thisbusinessmodelis
notjusttrueofsocialmedia;itisnauseatingly
true of television. But liberal freedoms are
premisedonadistinctionbetweenthepublic
andtheprivatewhichallcontemporarymod-
els undermine,withourwilling connivance.
The second iswhether, in some sense, hate
pays. Is it the case that hate andpolarisation
are now things that we find vicariously
thrilling,andcompanieswillcashonit?
Sowhileweneed toask toughquestions

aboutFacebook’srole, letusnotpretendthat
all we are doing is enacting a performance.
Resisting Facebook’s powerwill require a
moreradicalwithdrawalfromalogicofprofit
thatblurs theboundarybetweenpublic and
private,withoutwhichnofreedomandcivil-
ity ispossible.
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While the stated political
partisanship of Facebook
officials is coming under
scrutiny, the irony is that the
manifest political
partisanship of public
officials is going
unchallenged. It is, for
instance, remarkable how
many serving IAS officers
now don’t just disseminate
government schemes, but
openly violate norms of civil
service neutrality, without
repercussions. Even in
official circles, where non-
partisanship was
appropriate, the norm has
been eroded. So why pretend
to be surprised if it is eroded
in companies currying
government favour? The
deeper question is this: Is the
price of maintaining
consistent credibility a
forbearance that allows one
to maintain a strict
boundary between the
public role and private or
political views.
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WORDLYWISE

Aggressivegovernment spendingduringthe
GreatRecessionwasabsolutelynecessary.

— ERIC GARCETTITHEEDITORIALPAGE

WARNING BY INDIRA
THE SECOND REGIONAL meeting of the
Commonwealth Heads of Government
openedwith a warning by PrimeMinister
Indira Gandhi, of a threat to the peace and
stability intheIndianOceanregionbecause
of the “frantically increasing pace of milli-
tarisation in the Ocean”. “Even the Pacific
hardly lives up to its name,” she said. The
collusion of interests of powerful nations,
argued the PM, has imperiled the stability
anddevelopmentinourvicinity. “Whenthe
strongest feel threatened,what canwesay
of the insecurityof countries likeours”.She
called on the big powers which she had
“great responsibilities” to turn away from

the“pursuitofpowerwhichinanycaseis il-
lusoryandreturn to thenegotiating table”.

SUGAR TROUBLE
DELHI LG JAGMOHAN todaymodified his
stand on sugar distribution in the capital.
He said only 2 kg of sugar per ration card
will be sold by government agencies at Rs
6.10akg.Yesterday,hehadannouncedthat
unlimitedamountsof sugarcanbebrought
at that price from the Super Bazaar.When
reporters mentioned that sugar was not
available at a number of places, Jagmohan
said that hehadnot receiveda single com-
plaint to this effect. He, however, said that
hewill look into these complaints.

MISSING FILM
AMAJORPORTIONofacontroversial filmon
theriotsinMoradabadismissing.Theportion
pertains toapigambling throughthestreets
of Moradabad a day after the riots. The TV
crewwhichhadaccompaniedHomeMinister
ZailSinghonhisvisittotheviolence-affected
area had shot 500 feet but showedonly 140
feet.Therestofthefilmisuntraceable.Theof-
ficial explanation is that “during editing and
processing,alotofthefilmhasbeenlost;only
the essential is retained”. Since the showing
ofthepigonTVevokedmanyangryprotests,
MinisterofbroadcastingVPSinghinsistedon
seeingthefilm.Whatwasshowntohimwas
awatereddownversion.

SEPTEMBER 5, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

KhaledAhmed

TWO YEARS OF IMRAN KHAN
His sheenhaswornoff, butadecimatedoppositionkeepshispower intact

AFTER TWOYEARS in office, on August 18,
PrimeMinister ImranKhan’scharismatook
a beating on the streets of Pakistan. People
have reacted to inflationary prices and job
loss and respondednegatively in polls con-
ductedbyPakistan’sTVchannels.Yet,polit-
ically, he finds himself in nodanger, joining
President Recep Erdogan of Turkey and
PrimeMinister NarendraModi of India, in
rulingwith decimated oppositions. He be-
ganwith“revolutionary”ideasaboutcoping
with indebtednessbutwassoonpersuaded
to behave “normally” by going to the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
adopting “subservient” austerity to cope
with $95 billion in foreign debt and $135.5
billion indomesticdebt.
He thought he could first of all “nor-

malise”withIndiatoavoidthenegativefall-
outofPakistan’spast“jihad”(readterrorism)
but soon learned that IndiaunderPMModi
wasinnomoodtooblige. Instead,Khanhad
to endure— and still endures— tension on
theborderwith India.Unfortunatebilateral
incidents have not given him the breathing
space inwhich to focusontheeconomy.
His hounding of the already prostrated

opposition parties, Muslim League Nawaz
(PMLN) and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP),
has produced a politics of vituperation not
before seen in Pakistan. At the intellectual
level, it isdifficultforanimpartialobserverto
ignorehowhetreatstheoppositionthrough
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB)

thathasruinedthecountry’simageasastate
under the law. The NAB is being used— al-
thoughitisan“independent”institution—to
huntdownjournalistsandnewspaper-own-
erscriticalofKhan’sgovernance.Addtothis
theverbalviolenceusedbyhimandhisparty
mentodescribealloppositionandyouhave
Pakistanmadeunstablebypolitics.
Imran Khan’s past anti-US and pro-

Taliban rhetoric doesn’t make him too ac-
ceptable to theworldoutside.His reference
to Osama bin Laden as a “martyr” of Islam
disappointsmanywhoadmireKhan forhis
honestyinfinancialmatters.Buthismishan-
dlingof foreignpolicyhasmadehissupport-
ers regret that theywere led astray by his
rhetoric.Hehasthoroughlymishandledthe
Kashmirissuebylisteningto“Muslim”lead-
ers like Erdogan of Turkey andMahathir
Mohamad of Malaysia to challenge
Pakistan’s Arab friends on not “uniting”
against IndiaonKashmir.
Khan is a cricket-playing “Islamic hero”

whocontinues tobebefuddledby the rhet-
oricoftheutopianStateofMadinawherethe
commonmanwassovereignandthecaliph
washisservant.Hedoesn’t like“modern”is-
sues like women’s rights and blames the
country’s“Englishmedium”schoolsforsuch
“alien”concepts.Hehasthoughtupthecon-
cept of the “uniform curriculum” for all
schoolsandcolleges in thecountry. This ac-
tually threatens the peoplewith “uniform”
brainwash in favourofhisconservativereli-

giousworldview.Thecommonunderstand-
ingof thispolicyof “uniform”curriculumis
that he will not be able to “reform” the
madrasa. Instead,hemightpushtheprivate
sectorEnglish-mediumschoolsclosertothe
radicalworldviewof themadrasa.
The Taliban he once favoured because

theywereanti-USarehidinginAfghanistan
aftercommittingviolenceinPakistaninpur-
suit of theirmore radical sharia. The latest
news is that their various factions have
united andplan to coerce Pakistan to adopt
thecaliphatetheyadvocate.Pakistanisfenc-
ing the Pak-Afghan border even as the
Taliban— egged on, they allege, by India—
unite and cross into Pakistan in the Tribal
AreasandBalochistantokillPakistanitroops.
ImranKhanmustworryaboutPakistan’s

poor-qualitymanpower and consequently
itspoor-qualityindustrialbase.Chineseproj-
ectsunderChinaPakistanEconomicCorridor
face thisproblemwhileSaudiArabia isper-
suadedtoignorePakistanandinvestinIndia
to diversify its oil-based economy. Saudi
Aramcoisaimingfora$15billioninvestment
in India's Reliance companywhose owner,
MukeshAmbani, theworld's fourth-richest
person,saidrecentlythatAramcowassetto
buya20per cent stake inhis company's re-
fining andpetrochemicals business, valued
at$75billion.
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His hounding of already
prostrated opposition
parties Muslim League
Nawaz (PMLN) and
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) has produced a
politics of vituperation not
before seen in Pakistan. At
the intellectual level, it is
difficult for an impartial
observer to ignore how he
treats the opposition
through the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) that has ruined the
country’s image as a state
under the law.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“GOING by the ease and laxity with which public gatherings are taking place in
the country, it is as if the Covid-19 pandemic were over. This is far from the
truth.” —DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE
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Quite often, as teachers, we
are wounded, broken and
unsure of ourselves; it
becomes exceedingly difficult
for us to innovate and
experiment, carry the lamp
of truth, and inspire the
young generation.
Furthermore, all efforts have
been made to deprive us of
our creative agency. As non-
reflexive cogs in the learning
machine, we only ‘cover’ the
given syllabus and supply all
sorts of data to the higher
authorities. And in the age of
the National Testing Agency
and associated MCQ pattern
of exams, we need not
become thinkers; it is enough
to fill the student’s mind
with all sorts of instant
knowledge capsules.

ON AUGUST 11, violence broke out in
Bengaluruclaimingthreelivesandleaving
several injured. The violence was in re-
sponse to a derogatory socialmedia post
concerning Prophet Muhammad by the
nephew of a Karnataka Congress MLA.
While theaccusedandnumerousothers,
including several innocent people, have
nowbeenarrested, the incidenthasbeen
reduced to ugly political slander. In
February, riotsbrokeout inDelhiafter in-
cendiary speeches byBJPUnionMinister
AnuragThakurandex-MLAKapilMishra.
The hate speeches were a deliberate at-
tempt to incite Hindus against Muslims
andespeciallythoseprotestingpeacefully
againstCAA/NRC/NPR.Thepromulgation
of discriminatory laws and policies like
the CAA,NRC andNPR, and other violent
propaganda, reflect in-builtprejudicesof
the ruling dispensation. And, prejudices
only promote violence.
TheDelhiriotshadleft53dead, injured

manymore and resulted in severe loss of
livelihood.Redtapesurroundedaccess to
medical attention and the lack of trans-
parencyabout thearrestsof several inno-
cent people point to the deeply compro-
misedinstitutionalresponse.Meanwhile,
severalpeoplehavebeendetainedandun-
fairly booked under the draconian
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act. The
trauma primarily toMuslims— physical,
emotionalandpsychological—butalsoto
theentirepolity,will takeyears toheal.
Thetwoincidentscalltomindthepub-

lication of a derogatory pamphlet titled
Rangila Rasul or “Colourful Prophet” by
Mahashe Rajpal in 1924 in Punjab. The
pamphletshowedProphetMuhammadin
a poor light. Mahatma Gandhi raised his
voice against the publication. He re-
sponded with an article titled “Hindu-
MuslimUnity”publishedinYoungIndiaon
June 19, 1924: “I have askedmyself what
themotivepossiblycouldbe inwritingor
printingsuchabookexcepttoinflamepas-
sions.Abuseandcaricatureof theProphet
cannot wean aMusalman from his faith,
anditcandonogoodtoaHinduwhomay
havedoubtsabouthisownbelief.Asacon-
tributionthereforetothereligiouspropa-
ganda work, it has no value whatsoever.
The harm it can do is obvious.” The after-
math of the publication of the pamphlet
was bloody andwas a reason for the en-
actmentof Section295Aof the IPC—that
anypersonfoundguiltyof “deliberateand
malicious acts, intended to outrage reli-
gious feelings of any class by insulting its
religionorreligiousbeliefs”willbesubject
to imprisonment. Maulana Azad, a prac-
tising but secular Muslim, stated “I am
proud of being an Indian. I ampart of the
indivisibleunitythat is Indiannationality.
Iamindispensabletothisnobleedificeand
withoutme this splendid structure is in-
complete. I am an essential element,

whichhas gone tobuild India. I cannever
surrender this claim.”
India is defined by its multicultural

texture. A choice of any single strain is
faulty.Onewayto lookat thisculture isas
a landofBhaktiorSufiphilosophersof the
likes of Thiruvalluvar, Basava, Tukaram,
Bibi Fatima or Kabir, who spoke persist-
ently of fostering peace and companion-
ship of diverse communities. An attitude
of intolerance and violence contradicts
any faith’s basic tenets of humanism. In
fact, most Hindu shlokas end with
“shanti”, an invocation of peace and re-
straint. However, there is now a politi-
cally-motivated polarity by intentionally
maligningotherreligionsandattemptsto
legallydiscriminateagainstpeoplebased
on their religion. Many of us born in the
Hindureligion,whoeitherpractiseorcul-
turally remainwithin its fold, need toask
ourselves some important questions. Is
violenceagainstunarmedhumanbeings
going to leadus anywherenear the spiri-
tualgoalspromisedbythebest inourtra-
dition?Isdifferenceajustificationforsub-
jugation or annihilation of life?Will the
celebrationofatempleconstructedonthe
ruins of another place of worship give
anyone “punya”? It is an irony thatwhen
thelifeofGandhiwastakenbyaHindutva
fanatic, they should become spokesper-
sonsagainstviolence.AsHindus,westand
guilty unlessweexpress our dissent.
Today, the silence of the state is deaf-

ening. The calibrated lack of response of
the present government to the speeches
by theirownpartymembers incitingvio-
lence,pointstotheirsanctioningof thevi-
olence. True religious precepts have re-
peatedlyaffirmedthatthestructureof the
place of worship is not necessarily the
houseof thedeity.ThetempleinAyodhya
is a structure. Any place of worship built
on the destruction of another has ques-
tionstoanswer. IntheAyodhyajudgment,
theSupremeCourt said, “Thedestruction
of themosque and the obliteration of the
Islamic structurewas an egregious viola-
tionof theruleof law”.Andyet,onAugust
5, the PrimeMinister was present at the
celebrationsofatempleconstructionover
thedebris of adestroyedmosque. In con-
trast, amid the recent riots in Bengaluru,
several Muslim youth formed a human
chain around a temple protecting it from
mobviolence.
Toequatenationalismwithreligion is

logically inconsistentsinceGodisbelieved
to be omniscient and cannot have a na-
tionality. Invoking such omniscience,
Kabir asks in the song Tu hi tu— “Where
are you? In the ant or in the elephant? In
the thief or the person in pursuit?” It is a
reminder that all humanity is bonded. It
has also been reassuring to note that
manymembers of themajority commu-
nity have resisted CAA, NRC and NPR.
What gives us hope is that, even in the
worstof times,actsofdiscriminationand
violencecanbecountered inequalmeas-
urewith courage and compassion.
Hinduism is a secular religion in its

philosophical assumptions, as probably
all religions are. Those claiming to speak
for nationalism are forcing us to choose
betweenmanufactured polarities of be-
ing secular or being religious.
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ASTHEPANDEMIChasunsettledourcollec-
tivepsyche,andthetaken-for-grantedworld
hascrumbled, Iaskmyselfapertinentques-
tion: How do we redefine ourselves as
teachers?Well, as “employees” or “profes-
sionals”,wehavebeendoingwhat theaca-
demicbureaucracyhasinstructedustodo—
reducing education into a virtual transac-
tion, completing the official syllabus, and
conducting all sorts of examinations. And
we are learning to become techno-savvy:
ZoomorGoogleMeet is emergingasanew
saviour;anddespitetheoccasionalanguish
overthe“digitaldivide”inaterriblystratified
societylikeours,wehavealmostnormalised
“online” teaching/learning. Seldom dowe
see something beyond this routinised or
soullesstechno-managerialapproachtoed-
ucation.
Asteachers,dowehaveavoice?Isitpos-

sibleforustoriseup,andsaythatwearenot
justthemechanicalmediatorsbetweenthe
officialcurriculumandstudentsbecausewe
are also friends, communicators and heal-
ers?And,particularlywhenthenegativevi-
brations caused by psychic bewilderment,
economicpowerlessness, fearof deathand
existentialuncertaintyhaveaffectedevery-
bodyincludingourstudents,shouldweonly
prepare themforBA/MAexaminations?Or
is it equally important for us to see beyond
atechnical lectureonLevi-Straussorachap-
ter on magnetic theory, and engage with
thesetormentedsouls,andcollectivelypre-
pareourselves for themost importantexis-
tentialexaminationthepandemichasmade
us confront — learning to unlearn the nar-
cissism of modernity, seeing ourselves as
humblewanderers rather than proud con-
querors,acceptingtheinherentuncertainty
of our embodied existence, and evolving a
modeof livingthathelpsustoconnectwith
the larger ecosystem?
Well, Iamawarethattherealityisharsh.

It is almost impossible to finda teacher like
John Keating as depicted in a remarkably
sensitivefilmDeadPoetsSociety. Ialsoknow
that the sort of teacher Tagorewould have
lovedto invite in“thepoet’s school” isdiffi-
cult to find; and I am aware that “experts”
and“researchers” inouruniversitieswould
tell me that teaching is a value-neutral act
of disseminating specialised academic
knowledge,andithasnothingtodowiththe
cultivationof theself.Hence, Iseewhatpre-
vails—atired/exhaustedteacherinanover-
crowded government school trying to re-
storesomesortofartificialorderinthenoisy
classroom; a disenchanted teacher preoc-
cupiedwiththecensus/electiondutyorthe
managementof themid-daymealscheme;
ateacher inafancyschoolmaking itapoint
that children become “toppers”with a dis-
tinctive cultural capital; a college teacher
with the heavy baggage of UGC-directed
“publications”waiting for thenext promo-
tion; anda teacher as the trader of “techni-
cal skills” in the rapidlygrowing shops that

valuenothingmorethanthemarket-driven
logic of profit.
Hence, as I would be reminded by the

cynics, it isnaïvetoimaginesomethingqual-
itatively different from the teaching com-
munity. Even amid the pandemic, they
would pretend that things are normal, and
mathematicsorhistorycanbetaughtinthe
sameway.Hence,athree-yearoldchildofa
playschoolwouldbeforcedtosit infrontof
thelaptop,andlearntheperfect“technique”
of drawing the sun rising behind the hills;
or an undergraduate sociology student of
DelhiUniversityhastobesufficientlyZoom
friendlytodigesttheprofessor’smonologue
on Pierre Bourdieu’s heavilymystified the-
oryof“capital”and“habitus”. Itdoesn’tmat-
ter even if her father has lost his job, or her
aunthasbeendiagnosedasCOVIDpositive,
oraclosefriendhasdied.Thebusinessmust
goonasusual;andtheteachermustsupply
this data related to the attendance of stu-
dents and their performance in online ex-
ams to the concernedauthority.
Why is it that even at this puzzlingmo-

ment we refuse to reimagine our roles as
teachers? A possible reason is that we are
caught in a vicious circle. Here is a society
thatdevaluesitsteachers—itdoesnottrust
them.Asitworshipspowerandmoney, it is
assumedthata schoolteacher is somewhat
inferior to thesub inspectorof the localpo-
licestation;or, forthatmatter,anIASofficer
has every right to teach a couple of lessons
toauniversityprofessor.
Inotherwords,here isasociety thatde-

moralises vibrant youngminds to accept
teaching as a vocation wholeheartedly.
Furthermore, in a corrupt society like ours,

all sorts of “networking”, political connec-
tions and nepotism further affect the re-
cruitment of teachers — including vice-
chancellors. No wonder, quite often, as
teachers,we arewounded, broken andun-
sure of ourselves; it becomes exceedingly
difficult for us to innovate andexperiment,
carry the lamp of truth, and inspire the
young generation. Furthermore, all efforts
havebeenmadetodepriveusofourcreative
agency. As non-reflexive cogs in the learn-
ingmachine,weonly “cover” thegivensyl-
labus and supply all sorts of data to the
higher authorities. And in the age of the
National Testing Agency and associated
MCQpatternofexams,weneednotbecome
thinkers; it is enough to fill the student’s
mind with all sorts of instant knowledge
capsules. In otherwords, we do not expect
anything higher from us. Nowonder, even
at the time of the pandemic, we are doing
nothingmorethanreducingeducationinto
a softwareendeavour.
Yet, Idonotwishtoendwithpessimism.

Despite all these structural constraints and
the dictates of techno-managers or aca-
demic bureaucrats, it is not altogether im-
possible to find teachers amongst us who
still believe in the art of possibilities.
Teaching, forthem,isnotjusta“technique”;
it is essentially an art, a quest, ameditative
contemplation.Andpossibly,eveninthevir-
tual classroom, they are doing something
more than just dictating the notes of biol-
ogy and geography; they are touching and
healing the tormented souls of their stu-
dents. Letus salute themonTeacher'sDay.
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CAMPUS CULTURE
This refers to the article, 'Open cam-
pus challenge' (IE, September 4).
Indianstudentsplanningtogoabroad
for higher education choose their
prospective institutes to apply to
basedonanumberof parameters, es-
pecially the brand value of the aca-
demic institution and its global rank-
ing. A prestigious university's
international campus doesn't raise
similarenthusiasmif it fails toprovide
exposure to a cosmopolitan culture
similar to its home campus, laureate
mentors, thrivingresearchecosystem,
etc.NEPshouldstrive forstrongercol-
laboration between Indian and for-
eign universities within the existing
policy frameworktobringaboutacul-
tural shift first.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

SPEND MORE
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Slipping
into negative terrain', (IE, September
4). The state of the economy in the
firstquarterhasbeendecliningasex-
pected,butwhat ismore important is
the process that the government
adopts for its revival. For therevivalof
industries and the real estate sector,
the government must increase its
spending. Although, it is difficult to
predict the rate of decline in the
growth of GDP for the next quarters,
itmust not be assumed that it would
improvedue to theunlockprocesses,
as thesituationof COVID-19hasbeen

unpredictable.
Daksh Solanki,Delhi

QUESTIONS NEEDED
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
'Masking thequestion' (IE, September
4). Theblatant stepexposes theModi
government to the justifiable charge
that the country is moving towards
authoritarianismofelectedautocracy.
It amounts to amassacre of the dem-
ocratic rights of people and the peo-
ple who represent them. Questions
raised are one of the ways by which
Parliamentcanhold theexecutiveac-
countable.QuestionHour isamust for
dynamic Parliamentary democracy.

S S Paul,Nadia

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THEREISAtouchof ironyaboutthedemand
for the democratisation of the Congress
party. Everydissident group in thepasthad
raisedsimilardemands—dumpingtheHigh
Commandculture,holdingelectionstoparty
postsandgettingridof theFamilycontrol. In
normalsituations, suchgoldenrulesshould
haverevitalisedtheGrandOldParty.Butwe
are in an extremely abnormal situation
where all the cherished symbols of democ-
racy have been overshadowed by the phe-
nomenon of one-leader parties and charis-
matic strong leaders.
For long, family controlhasceased tobe

a stigma in Indian politics. Every political
party,barringtheLeft, is ledbyafamilyoran
all-powerful supremo. The BJPwas the last
tofall inline.Thepartyhadavibrantculture
of internaldemocracy.Thepre-ModiBJPheld
its national executivemeetings everyquar-
ter where issues were loudly debated.
Chintanbaithakswereheldtosortoutbigger
problems. Now no one tells us howmany
times theparty’s executiveandcouncilmet
in thepast sixyears.
Thingshavemovedtoo far fromthedays

whenpoliticalpartiesadheredtovirtueslike
opendebates, free elections andmass agita-
tions. Thewholedictionary andgrammarof
political discourse have changed. Pratap
BhanuMehta explains how in recent times
Indian voters have shifted loyalty towards
charismatic strong leaders (IE, August 26,
‘SimplyVishwas’). Itmaybea transientphe-

nomenon.Orsoletushope.Butseetheanom-
aly.Thespellcastbythesupremoissuchthat
miseries causedbywrongdecisions like de-
monetisationandthechaoticeconomicgov-
ernance have only strengthened the voters’
trustintheleader.TheCongresshasnotbeen
theonlyloserinthisbitterwarofperception.
Alloppositionparties,includingregionalout-
fits,havebeenthrownbythewaysidebythe
Modijuggernaut.Theirworkingspaceiscur-
tailed. Intheprocess,theyhavealsolosttheir
traditional platforms formobilisation like
tradeunionsanddeprivedsocialgroups.Now,
thepandemichasmadeitworse.
In the good old days of deliberative

democracy, the opposition of the day had
enormousinputstoscrutinisetheexecutive’s
performance.WhenAtalBihariVajpayeewas
primeminister,outfitsof theSudarshan-led
RSSandtheNDA’soutsidesupporterslikethe
TDP insisted on public debate on crucial is-
sues.InitiativesliketheInsuranceRegulatory
Billhadtobedeferred.DuringtheUPAdays,
debateswith the Left allies, NACwelfarists
andthecoregroupprovidedenoughammu-
nition to theOpposition to take on the gov-
ernment.RTIrevelations,PILsunderanalert
judiciary, and regular input from statutory
watchdog bodies like the CVC provided
plentyof criticaldata.CreditgoestotheCAG
underVinodRai forexposingmanyofUPA’s
mega scams.Hehadnever agreed to retract
vital informationinCAGreports.Today’sop-
positionfindsall suchsourcesslamshut.

Themost formidable roadblock for the
Oppositionhasbeenthe totalbreakdownin
their communication with the public.
Blockingofthecounter-viewisavitalcompo-
nentof thenew informationmatrix.Here is
a curious paradox. TheOpposition is free to
raise their concerns on any issue but their
voice is barely heard. Dominant sections of
the media customarily dumb down the
counter-viewortheirvoice isoverwhelmed
by official denials. They feel helpless at the
smear campaign by channel warriors. The
force of the official narrative is so imposing
andpervasivethattheoppositionpartiesjust
givein.Lookatthewaymostpoliticalparties
instantlywelcomedtheabrogationofArticle
370,whichforthemwasanarticleoffaithfor
thepastsevendecades.
Thegrowingdigitisationofcommunica-

tionwiththevotingpublicandsocialmedia
warhavetriggeredanotherunequalwar.The
ruling party with its extensive digital net-
workhad launched theBihar election cam-
paign over amonth back. The Congress bid
foralimitednationaldigitalnetworkisham-
peredby an acute cash crunch. Aparty that
oncenettedabulkofthecorporatekittynow
surviveswith themeagre funds frombene-
factors in theCongress-ruled states. The in-
troduction of electoral bonds hasmade it
worse for theGOP.
It is such hazardous atmospherics that

haspushedtheCongress—andotheroppo-
sitionparties—intothepresentpredicament.

AsfortheCongress,itistoonaivetopresume
thatinternalreformswillbeananswertoits
present problems. For 15 years, Congress
primeministersoutsidetheFamilyruledthe
country. Narasimha Rao (1991-1996) had a
freehandandheld thedualpostsof PMand
party president for five years. He never al-
lowedoutsideinterference.Hetookhisown
decisionsontheAyodhyakarseva,dissolved
theelectedCWC,appointedhismenaschief
ministersandPCCchiefs.OnJune20,hegave
on-the-spot order to Cabinet Secretary
NareshChandraconveyingIndia’sreadiness
to accept the IMF conditionalities. Thiswas
20hoursbeforetakingoathasPMandwith-
out consultingparty colleagues. PresidentR
Venkataramanwasupset over thePM-elect
taking policy decisions before provingma-
jority inParliament.
TheCongress tallyofMPsdroppedfrom

252 inMay 1991 to 140 inMay 1996. After
theelectoralroutin1996,Raotriedtoremain
as party president so that he could use his
position to bargain with Deve Gowda for
dropping half a dozen corruption charges
againsthim.OnSeptember23,1996,Sitaram
KesrireplacedRaoasCongresspresident.But
within18months,evenSharadPawarjoined
the anti-chacha bandwagon to bring back
the Dynasty to 24 Akbar Road. Pranab
Mukherjeeinhismemoirsexplainswhythe
experiment failed.

Thewriter isasenior journalist

WhyinternaldemocracyisnotgoingtobeenoughtofixtheCongress

Centre of a perfect storm
PRaman
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d¶fWXfSX »fûIY ÀfZUf Af¹fû¦f
15, þUfWXSX»ff»f ³fZWXøY ¸ff¦fÊ (¶fZ»fe SXûOX), ´fMX³ff-800001

Vfbdð-´fÂf

dUÄff´f³f ÀfÔ£¹ff - 05/2020 IZ A²fe³f Jf³f EUÔ ·fc°f°U dU·ff¦f, d¶fWfS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d¶fWfS
Jf³f EUÔ ·fc°f°U ÀfZUf IZ ¸fc»f I ûdM, Jd³fþ dUI fÀf ´fQfd²fI fSe IZ ´fQûÔ ´fS d³f¹fbdö WZ°fb Àfb¹fû¦¹f
A·¹fd±fÊ¹fûÔ ÀfZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f AfUZQ³f Af¸fÔdÂf°f dI ¹fZ ¦f¹fZ ±fZÜ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f AfUZQ³f ·fS³fZ I e AÔd°f¸f
d³f²ffÊdS°f d°fd±f - 30.06.2020 ±feÜ

Cö ´fiI fdVf°f dUÄff´f³f I e IÔ dOI f 5 (¨f¹f³f I e ´fidIi ¹ff) ¸fZÔ AÔdI °f W` dI A·¹fd±fÊ¹fûÔ I û
03 dU¿f¹fûÔ - 1. Àff¸ff³¹f Äff³f, 2. J³f³f A±fUf ·fc°f°U EUÔ 3. Jd³fþ ³fed°f °f±ff ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f
Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, d³f¹f¸ffU»fe, dUd³f¹f¸f I e d»fdJ°f ´fSeÃff ¸fZÔ Vffd¸f»f Wû³ff Wû¦ffÜ °fI ³feI e I fS¯fûÔ ÀfZ
Afg³f»ffBÊ³f AfUZQ³f IZ Ii ¸f ¸fZÔ C¸¸feQUfSûÔ ÀfZ EZd¨LI dU¿f¹f IZ ¨f¹f³f I f ´fifU²ff³f ³fWeÔ dI ¹ff
þf ÀfI f ±ffÜ

U`ÀfZ A·¹f±feÊ, þû C¢°f dUÄff´f³f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ´fcUÊ ¸fZÔ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f AfUZQ³f ·fS ¨fbIZ W`Ô, ÀfZ
J³f³f A±fUf ·fc°f°U ¸fZÔ ÀfZ dI Àfe EI EZd¨LI dU¿f¹f IZ ¨f¹f³f I S³fZ W Z°fb Afg³f»ffBÊ³f AfUZQ³f I e
´fidIi ¹ff dQ³ffÔI 08.09.2020 ÀfZ 17.09.2020 °fI þfSe SWZ¦ffÜ

A·¹f±feÊ ´fcUÊ ¸fZÔ ´fif~ Login ID AüS Password ÀfZ Login I S Dashboard ´fS
´fif~ ¶fM³f ÀfZ EZd¨LI dU¿f¹f I f ¨f¹f³f I S Submit I SZÔ¦fZÜ BÀfIZ ¶ffQ Application
Form I f PDF OfC³f»fûO I SZÔ¦fZÜ °fQ³fbø ´f OfC³f»fûO dI ¹fZ ¦f¹fZ Application Form
IZ WfOÊ I fg´fe I û Af¹fû¦f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f I û ·fZþ³fZ I e AfUV¹fI °ff ³fWeÔ W `Ü BÀfZ A´f³fZ ´ffÀf We
ÀfbSdÃf°f SJZÔ¦fZÜ

WÀ°ff./-
ÀfÔ¹fböY Àfd¨fU-ÀfWX-´fSXeÃff d³f¹fÔÂfIY,
d¶fWXfSX »fûIY ÀfZUf Af¹fû¦f, ´fMX³ff

Administration of U.T of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu,
Directorate of Medical & Health Services

NAMO Medical Education & Research Institute, Silvassa
No. DMHS/EST/Med.edu/staff/2018/606/154 Date: 01/09/2020

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
Directorate of Medical & Health Services, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, invites application from eligible
candidates for Teaching posts & Non-Teaching posts to be filled on short term contract basis under
NAMO Medical Education & Research Institute. Details regarding the posts are available on the
official website: www.dnh.nic.in or www.vbch.dnh.nic.in. The applications should reach the
undersigned on or before 16/09/2020.

Sd/-
No. IP/DNH/252/2020 (Dr. V.K. Das)
Silvassa, Dt. 3/9/2020 Director (M&HS) 0260-2642940

C.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f d»fd¸fMXZOX
BÊ- d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fÊ/ Af´fcd°fÊ
WZ°fb BÊ-d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ ªfe.EÀf.Me. ¸fZÔ
´faªfeIÈ °f, ´fid°fd¿N°f E½fa A³fb·f½fe NZIZ QfSûÔ/
R ¸fûË ÀfZ Afg³f »ffBÊ³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf ´fûMÊ»f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
‘http://etender.up.nic.in’ ´fS
Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`aÜ d³fd½fQf ¸fc»¹f ªfe.EÀf.Me.
ÀfdW°f °f±ff ²fSûWS SfdVf AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf./
E³f.ER .AfBÊ.Me./ ¶f`ÔI ¦ffS³Me IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O,
A¸fSûWf IZ ·ffS°fe¹f ÀMZM ¶f`ÔI , VffJf-ªfû¹ff
(dªf»ff-A¸fSûWf) ¸fZÔ Àfa¨ffd»f°f ¨ff»fc Jf°ff Àfa.
(Current Account)-
30723557626, IFSC Code- SBIN
0007413, MICR No. 244002026 ¸fZÔ
MZ ¯OS Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI ÀfZ EI dQ³f ´fc½fÊ °fI
ªf¸ff I SZÔÜ A³¹f d³f¹f¸f ½f Vf°fÊ d½f·ff¦f IZ
d³f²ffÊdS°f d³f¹f¸f ½f Vf°fÊ C.´fi. ´ff½fS I fS´fûSmVf³f
IZ R f¸fÊ E/¶fe IZ A³fbÀffS Wû¦fe dªf³WZÔ dI Àfe ·fe
I f¹fÊ dQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f
¸fZÔ QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü d½fÀ°fÈ°f d½f½fS¯f BÊ-
d³fd½fQf d»f. ´fûMÊ»f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS d³fd½fQf Jb»f³fZ
IZ Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fI C´f»f¶²f
SWZ¦ffÜ d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ dI Àfe ·fe ÀfaVfû²f³f ¹ff d°fd±f
d½fÀ°ffS BÊ-d³fd½fQf ´fûMÊ»f ´fS A½fV¹f QZJ d»f¹ff
ªffEÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQf Jb»f³fZ IYe dQ³ffaIY-
06.10.2020 1. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-128/
BÊ.Me.Àfe.dõ./ E¸f./ 2020 d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f
J¯O, ²ff¸f´fbS IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi
VfZSI ûM ´fS 02 ³f¦f 33 IZ .½fe. À½f°faÂf ´fû¿fI ûÔ

I e ¸feMdSa¦f d´f»f´fS ´ficR I Sf³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2000/-, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf I f
ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 590/-, 2. BÊ-
d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-129/ BÊ.Me.Àfe.dõ./ E¸f./ 2020
d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O, A¸fSûWf IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f 220
IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi ¦fªfSü»ff ´fS 01 ³f¦f 132
IZ .½fe. °f±ff 01 ³f¦f 33 IZ .½fe. kk¶fZll d³f¸ffÊ¯f
I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 7000/-, d³fd½fQf
´fi´fÂf I f ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 1180/-
, 3. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-130/ BÊ.Me.Àfe.dõ./
E¸f./ 2020 d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O, ²ff¸f´fbS IZ
Aa°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi ³fWMüS ´fS 40
E¸f½feE ´fdS½f°fÊI IZ »f¦ff³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS
SfdVf ÷ . 3000/-, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf I f ªfe.EÀf.Me.
ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 590/-, 4. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-
131/ BÊ.Me.Àfe.dõ./ E¸f./ 2020 d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f
J¯O, ²ff¸f´fbS IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. ³fWMüS-
A¸fSûWf »ffBÊ³f IZ ½ffd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f E½fa
´f`MÑûd»fa¦f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 4000/-,
d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf I f ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ .
590/-, 5. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-132/
BÊ.Me.Àfe.dõ./ E¸f./ 2020 d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f
J¯O, ²ff¸f´fbS IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi
³fWMüS (AIS Type) I f ½ffd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f
I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 18000/-, d³fd½fQf
´fi´fÂf I f ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 1770/-
, kkSXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fªf»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÔll, ´fÂffaIY-
2123/ d½f.´ff.¸f.dõX.¸fb,/ BÊ-d³fd½fQf/ 2020,
dQ³ffaIY 04/09/2020

Government of Uttarakhand “e” procurement Notice
Bid Identification no - 2022 /Nivida(Garhwal) 340 Dated : 04.09.2020

Name of the works:-

19/09/2020 - 10.00 Hrs.

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal "http://www.uktenders.gov.in"

1.

mÙkjk[k.M is;ty lalk/ku fodkl ,oa fuekZ.k fuxe
dk;kZy; eq[; egkizcU/kd] fuekZ.k foax

mRrjk[k.M ljdkj dk midze
403@1 bfUnjk uxj] nsgjknwu&248001 nwjHkk"k@QSDl% 0135&2764075

General Manager (Garhwal)

E-mail:- cgmnirmanwing@Yahoo.com, gmnirmanwing@gmail.com

Construction of Govt. Polytechnic at
Bhalaswagaj, Block Bhagwanpur, Distt.
Haridwar, Uttarakhand.

2. Estimated Cost :-

3.

4.

Period of Completion :-

Date and Time of Availability of bid documents
in the portal:-

Rs. 995.00 Lakh (with GST)

18 Months

5. Last Date/Time for receipt of bids in the portal:-

6. Name and Address of officer inviting the Bid:-

7. Pre bid meeting details (if required) Date & Place:-

8. Details of subsequent addendum/corrigendum/
cancellation etc. may be obtained from the website.

05/09/2020 - 10.00 Hrs.

07/09/2020 - 12.00 Hrs.

General Manager, Construction Wing,
Uttrakhand Pey jal Nigam, 403/1,

Indira Nagar, Dehradun

"http://www.uktenders.gov.in"

HARYANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
BAYS NO. 1-10, BLOCK-B, SECTOR-4, PANCHKULA

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the candidates for the post of Deputy

Superintendent Jail (Male) Group-B in Home Department, Haryana vide Advertisement No. 2(5) of
2016 published on 29.09.2016 in various newspapers that the announcement regarding interview
schedule and the list of candidates whose candidature is liable for rejection is available on
Commission’s Website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in.

NOTE:-

1.The Candidates are advised to see website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in.

Sd/-
Deputy Secretary,

Haryana Public Service Commission, Panchkula
Dated: 03.09.2020

HARYANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
BAYS NO. 1-10, BLOCK-B, SECTOR-4, PANCHKULA

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the candidates that the Commission is

going to conduct interview for the posts of District Horticulture Officer in Horticulture
Department, Haryana in response to the Advertisement No. 5 (vi) of 2018 published on
29.12.2018 from 09.09.2020 to 10.09.2020 in Commission’s office, Bays No. 1-10, Block-B,
Sector-4, Panchkula. The schedule for interview has been uploaded on Commission’s website
i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in. The interview schedule of candidates for Viva-Voce will not be changed
under any circumstance. The Candidates are advised to see website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in.

Sd/-
Deputy Secretary,

Haryana Public Service Commission, PanchkulaDated: 03.09.2020

HARYANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
BAYS NO. 1-10, BLOCK-B, SECTOR-4, PANCHKULA

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the candidates that the Commission is

going to conduct interview from 09.09.2020 to 10.09.2020 for the posts of Assistant Town
Planner (Group-A) in Town & Country Planning Department, Haryana, Advt. No. 5(2)/2019
published on 05.07.2019 in Comission’s office, Bays No. 1-10, Block-B, Sector-4, Panchkula.
The schedule for interview has been uploaded on Commission’s website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in.
The interview schedule of candidates for Viva-Voce will not be changed under any circumstance.
The Candidates are advised to see website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in.

Sd/-
Deputy Secretary,

Haryana Public Service Commission, Panchkula

Dated: 03.09.2020

HARYANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
BAYS NO. 1-10, BLOCK-B, SECTOR-4, PANCHKULA

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the candidates who have been declared qual-

ified in recruitment test for 14 posts of Assistant Town Planner (Group-A) in town & Country
Planning Department, Haryana. in response to the Advertisement No. 5(2)/2019 published in var-
ious newspapers that the candidature of the candidates bearing Roll Nos. as mentioned in the list
attached to this announcement is liable for rejection. This announcement has been displayed on
Commission’s Website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in.

The candidature of the candidates mentioned in the list are liable for rejection due to their reasons.

The candidates mentioned in above list are advised to submit their representations on
sr2hpsc@gmail.com if any, against the proposed rejection upto 05.09.2020 failing which no represen-
tation will be entertained and the decision in this regard shall be made on merit as per available record.

NOTE:- 1. The candidates concerned are being intimated through their Email.
2. The representation will be considered through Email only, postal and personally represen-

tation will not be considered by the commission.

Sd/-
Deputy Secretary,

Haryana Public Service Commission,
Panchkula.

Dated: 03.09.2020

HARYANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
BAYS NO. 1-10, BLOCK-B, SECTOR-4, PANCHKULA

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the candidates that the Commission is

going to conduct interview for the posts of District Information and Public Relations Officer
Class-II (Group-B) in Information and Public Relations Department, Haryana vide Advt. No.
2(7)/2015 published on 10.09.2015 & Corrigendum dated 09.04.2018 from 09.09.2020 to
10.09.2020 in Commission’s office, Bays No. 1-10, Block-B, Sector-4, Panchkula. The schedule
for interview has been uploaded on Commission’s website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in. The interview
schedule of candidates for Viva-Voce will not be changed under any circumstance. The
Candidates are advised to see website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in.

Sd/-
Deputy Secretary,

Haryana Public Service Commission,
Panchkula

Dated: 03.09.2020

82597/HRY

Section 1
Office of the Assistant Engineer U.P.R.E.D. Sub Division Budaun
Address:- Room 206, 1st Floor, Vikas Bhawan.Civil Lines Budaun

Press Notice for Manual Tender(2nd call)
Letter NO: 221 /RED/Tender/File No-02/ Bond Clerk/2020-21 dated:27-08-2020

The Assistant Engineer, U.P.R.E.D. Sub Division Budaun on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate
bids through Sealed Bids for Manual tendering system from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP RED, in
appropriate class A, B, C, D and E as the case may be. The Bidder may submit bids for the works
1. Name of work as per table.

2. Date of availability of Bid document in the offices as mentioned in:- 07-09-2020
3. Last Date/Time for receipt of bids: 14-09-2020 up to 12.00 Noon in the office of the Assistant Engineer, Executive

Engineer Rural Engineering Department Division Budaun, District Magistrate Badaun
4. Date of opening of bids: 14-09-2020 at 04.30 PM
For further details please contact the employer office i.e. Office of the Assistant Engineer U.P.R.E.D.Sub Division Budaun
Address:- Room 206, 1st Floor, Vikas Bhawan, Civil Lines Budaun

S.
N.

Name
of

District

Name of work Total esti-
mated cost

(in Lakh)

Bid security
(EMD) in

Lakh

Cost of Bid doc-
ument including
GST (in Rupees)

Period of com-
pletion including

rainy season

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Other Fund

1. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Rizola New P H C Ushait (Usawan)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

2. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Bhadrol New P H C Bhoora bhadrol(Qadarchowk)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

3. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Bamnosi New P H C Bhoora bhadrol(Qadarchowk)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

4. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Khiriya New P H C Bhoora bhadrol(Qadarchowk)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

5. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Sikri AP H C Mannunagar (Asafpur)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

6. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Jaitpur AP H C Faijgunj Behta(Asafpur)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

7. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Bhoor Bisauli AP H C Mannunagar (Asafpur)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

8. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Pusgawan AP H C Sateti (Ambiyapur)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

9. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Karanpur AP H C Bavipur (Bisauli)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

10. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Behta pathak AP H C Bavipur (Bisauli)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

11. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Paroli AP H C Paroli (Bisauli)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

12. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Bhanpur AP H C Bavipur (Bisauli)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

13. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Nagpur AP H C Bavipur (Bisauli)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

14. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Mithamai AP H C Paroli (Bisauli)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

15. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Bhatpura AP H C Mudhia dhureki (Bisauli)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

16. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Khajuriya AP H C Bisauli (Bisauli)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

17. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Paliya latoo AP H C Datagunj(Datagunj

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

18. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Zarifnagar AP H C Dehgawan(Dehgawan)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

19. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Usmanpur AP H C Dehgawan(Dehgawan)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

20. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Nasirpur AP H C Dehgawan(Dehgawan)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

21. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Malpur Tatera AP H C Dehgawan(Dehgawan)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

22. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Laskarpur oiya AP H C Noorpur Pinnoni(Islamnagar)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

23. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Bhusaya AP H C Islamnagar(Islamnagar)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

24. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Jarenda AP H C Islampur(Islamnagar)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

25. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Ekhkhera AP H C Rudayan(Islamnagar)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

26. Budaun Stabilazation of Summersable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub Centre
Kariyamai AP H C Rudayan(Islamnagar)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

27. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Kundawali AP H CRudayan(Islamnagar)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

28. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Mohmmadnagar Sulra AP H C Gulriya(Jagat)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

29. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Malgaon AP H C Gulriya(Jagat)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

30. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Khandak AP H C Sahaswan(Sahaswan)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

31. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Gurgaon AP H C Giddhol

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

32. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Uprella AP H C Jagat(Jagat)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

33. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Parrua AP H C Jagat(Jagat)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

34. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Hasanpur AP H C Majhara(Samrer)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

35. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Jhuksa AP H C Samrer (Samrer)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

36. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Marori AP H C Myon(Myon)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

37. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Goutra AP H C Myon(Myon)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

38. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Bhaunagla AP H CHazratpur(Myon)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

39. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Sursens AP H C Bajeergunj(Bajeergunj)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

40 Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre UrenaAP H C Saidpur(Bajeergunj)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

41. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Bouli AP H C Saidpur(Bajeergunj)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

42. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Hatra AP H C Saidpur(Bajeergunj)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

43. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Gotha AP H C Bajeergunj(Bajeergunj)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

44. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Roli AP H C Baramaykhera(Ujhani)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

45. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Pachdiyora AP H C Usawan(Usawan)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

46. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Asrasi AP H C asrasi(Qadarchowk)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

47. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Zalalpur AP H C asrasi(Qadarchowk)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

48. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre BilhatAP H C Binawar(Salarpur)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

49. Budaun Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub
Centre Samrer AP H C Samrer pratham(samrer)

0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

Sd/-
(Vinod Kumar)

Assistant Engineer
Rural Engineering Department Division Budaun

On behalf of Governor of UP

UPID No. 154797 date: 04.09.2020
www.upgov.nic.in

E-TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, CD-XII,
Irrigation & Flood Control
Department, GNCTD Opp ESI
Hospital Basai Darapur Office
Complex New Delhi-110027
invites on behalf of the President
of India, online Item rate tender
from approved and eligible
contractors for the following
works:-
1. NIT No. EE/CD XII/20-21/10 -(ID
No. 2020_IFC_194045_1)- HOA-
4515- DVDB WORKS IN NCT OF
DELHI SW- Construction of Three
Storey Saini Chaupal at Village
Saini Mohalla in Nangloi Jat AC in
Distt, West., E.C. Rs, 3,32,4
5,690/- Earnest money Rs.
6,64,914/- period of completion
270 Days. (Date of submission &
opening of bid on 15-09-2019 at
3:00 P.M, & 3:30 P.M
respectively).AE-III
Note:-
1) Details of above mentioned

works & eligibility criteria can be
seen and downloaded from the
web site https://govtprocurement.
delhi.gov.in.

2) Amendment(s)/ alteration(s)/
corrigendum if any, will be
available at website only.

3) EMD in the form of Banker’s
Cheque or Demand Draft or
Fixed Deposit Receipt (drawn in
favour of EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER, CD XII, I&FC
DEPTT., GNCT OF DELHI)
Shall be scanned and uploaded
to the e-tendering website
within the period of bid
submission. The original EMD
should be deposited in the office
of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD
XII, I&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF
DELHI within the period of bid
submission. (The EMD
dcoument shall only be issued
from the place in which the
office of receiving division office
is situated).

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-XII

DIP/Shabdarth/0276/20-21

EXPRESSNETWORK12

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

THEDELHIHighCourthasgranted12weekstothe
Uniongovernmenttodecideonwhethertoscrapor
retain thedual control structure forAssamRifles,
which, at present, is controlled by the Defence
MinistryaswellastheMinistryofHomeAffairs.
Observingthatthematterhasbeenpendingfor

almostthreeyears,thecourtsaiditappearsthatan
in-principle decisionhas been taken to keep the
centralarmedpoliceforceundertheexclusivecon-
trolofMHA,butthefinaldecisionhasnotyetbeen
taken.
“Thematter involves servicemen/ex-service-

men andwhose interest is not only to be para-
mount, but is proclaimed fromvariousplatforms
of theGovernment, tobeparamount.Whenade-
cisionofsuchparamountcyisrequiredtobetaken,
thereshouldbenodelaytherein,”thedivisionbench
ofJusticesRajivSahaiEndlawandAshaMenonsaid.
ThecourthasalsorequestedtheHomeMinister,

DefenceMinister,Secretariesofthetwoministries,
ChiefofArmyStaff,DirectorGeneralofAssamRifles
andothersinvolvedtocooperateinmakingthede-
cisionwithin the time period.While listing the
case's nexthearingonDecember14, the courtdi-
rected theMHA Joint Secretary (P-II) (CAPF) S.K.
Shahi to ensure that themeetings are held from
timetotimefortheculminationof thedecision.
“Wethusexpect thedecisionas soughtby the

petitionerorthecounteraffidavittobebeforeusby
thenextdateof hearing,” reads theorder, adding,
“if no decision is takenby thenext date, Shri S.K.
Shahiaforesaidtoremainpresentinpersononthe
next date of hearing”. The orderwaspassedon a
petition filed by Assam Rifles Ex-Servicemen
WelfareAssociation.Itspleacontendsthatdualcon-
trolprejudicesthepersonnelof theforce.

HC gives govt 12
weeks to decide
who controls
Assam Rifles

New Delhi
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THE SONIPAT CO-OP. SUGAR MILLS LTD., SONIPAT

REQUIRES

Application with complete particulars along with
Contact/Mobile No./ E-mail and Attested Copies of
Qualification, Experience must reach in Mill Office by
Post/ E-Mail: sonipatsugar@gmail.com upto 15.09.2020,
5.00 P.M. Persons already working and those from in
Coop. Sugar Mills of Haryana should submit their applica-
tion through proper channel with No Objection Certificate.

Sd/-
Managing Director,

The Sonipat Coop. Sugar Mills Ltd; Sonipat.

Sr.
No.
1.

Name
of Post

Dy.
Chief

Accounts
Officer

(on
regular
basis)

Qualification

ACADEMIC: Charted
Accountant or ICWA
EXPERIENCE: 1 year
of handling the
accounts & finance of
a reputed commercial
Organization having
turn over of minimum
Rs. 10 crores per
annum.

Pay-Scale

Rs. 9300-
34800+4200

Function
Pay Level-7
(initial pay

44900)

Category &
Age Limit

Unreserved
& 45 years

2694/SSML

No. 19/24/2016-Admn-I

Indian Council of Medical Research
V. Ramalingaswami Bhawan

Ansari Nagar, New Delhi -110029
Dated: 01.09.2020

Online Interview for Engagement of Consultant
ICMR, an autonomous organisation under the Deptt. of Health
Research, M/o H&FW, Govt. of India intends to engage one
Consultant (Technical) from recently Retired Officials of Central
Govt./State Govt./Autonomous Bodies for the post in Level-10
(Rs. 56,100-1,77,500) of 7th CPC Pay Matrix, as per terms and
conditions of ‘ICMR Guidelines for engagement of
Consultants'. The interested candidates may appear in the
Online Interview through Video Conferencing on 23.09.2020
from 11:00 AM to 01:00 PM. The application form/qualification/
age/experience and other details are available at ICMR's
website www.icmr.nic.in>career opportunity> category>
Temporary post.

Sd/-
Assistant Director General ( A)

davp 17152/11/0003/2021

COLLEGE OF ART
GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI
(Affiliated to University of Delhi)

20-22, TILAK MARG, NEW DELHI-110 001
Phone Nos.: 23383612, 23070397 & 23387485

Website : http://colart.delhigovt.nic.in E Mail: prcoa.delhi@nic.in
CORRIGENDUM FOR H&SI CANDIDATES- DFA

(Diploma in Fine Arts)

ADMISSION NOTICE

Academic Session, 2020-21
With reference to advertisement dated 07.08.2020 and
16.08.2020 regarding admission it has been decided in the
interest of students and College at large in connection with
admission of H&SI candidates for Enterance Examination in
DFA (Diploma in Fine Arts) for the academic year 2020-21. Due
to sudden upsurge in the COVID-19 cases in the capital and for
the safety and security of all students, admission of H&SI
candidates/students would be done on the basis of merit of the
Xth Class aggregate marks of five subjects instead of practical
entrance exam in the College premises.
The merit list of the H&SI students will be uploaded as per
mentioned schedule in the relevant specialization as applied
for.
Rest contents of the previous advertisements will remain
same.

Sd/-
DIP/Shabdarth/0273/20-21 Principal (Officiating)

No. 12034/2/2020-PP Estt.

·ffSX°f ÀfSXIYfSX/Government of India
IÈYd¿f E½fa d½fÄff³f IY»¹ff¯f ¸faÂff»f¹f/Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers welfare

IÈYd¿f, ÀfWXIYfdSX°ff E½fa dIYÀff³f IY»¹ff¯f d½f·ff¦f/ Department of Agriculture,
Cooperation and Fw

Applications are invited from eligible candidates belonging to Offices under the Central
Government or State Government or Union Territories administrations or Agriculture
Universities or recognised Research Institutions or Public Sector Undertakings or Councils or
Semi-Government or Autonomous or Statutory organisations for filling up the following General
Central Services Group 'A' Gazetted (Non-Ministerial) posts in the Directorate of Plant
Protection, Quarantine & Storage, Faridabad, an attached office of the Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare. (Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare) on deputation
(including short term contract) basis urgently:-

Complete details about eligibility conditions including format of application are available on the
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare's Website www.agricoop.nic.in
and Directorate of PPQ&S's Website www.ppqs.gov.in.
Application (in duplicate) in the prescribed proforma with complete details should be forwarded
through proper channel to Under Secretary (PP), Room No. 572A, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi-
110001, within 60 days from the date of publication of this advertisement in the Employment
News.

davp 01104/11/0001/2021

S.No. Name of the post Number of Posts Pay Level/Pay scale

(1) Joint Director (Entomology) 07 (Seven) Level 12 (Rs. 78800-209200]
[Pay Band - 3, Rs. 15,600-39,100/- plus

Grade Pay Rs. 7600/- as per 6th Pay
Commission]

(2) Joint Director (Chemistry) 08(Eight)

(3) Joint Director (Plant Pathology) 01 (One)

(4) Deputy Director (Plant Pathology) 09 (Nine) Level 11 (Rs. 67700-208700]
[Pay Band - 3, Rs. 15,600-39,100/- plus

Grade Pay Rs. 6600/- as per 6th Pay
Commission]

(5) Deputy Director (Weed Science) 03 (Three)

(6) Deputy Director (Chemistry) 12 (Twelve)

(7) Assistant Director (Chemistry) 07 (Seven) Level 10 (Rs. 56100-177500]
[Pay Band - 3, Rs. 15,600-39,100/- plus

Grade Pay Rs. 5400/- as per 6th Pay
Commission]

(8) Assistant Director (Packing &
Processing)

01 (One)

No. 12034/5/2015-PP Estt
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & FARMERS WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, COOPERATION & FARMERS WELFARE

Applications are invited for filling up of the post of Senior Administrative Officer, General Central Services
Group 'A' Gazetted (Non-Ministerial) in the Directorate of Plant Protection, Quarantine and Storage,
Faridabad, on deputation basis under the Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation. Details of the post and eligibility criteria are given below:-

Applications of interested and eligible officers, who could be spared in the event of their selection, may
be sent, through proper channel, so as to reach "Under Secretary (PP Estt.), Department of Agriculture,
Cooperation and Farmers' Welfare, Room No.572 A, F Wing, Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi-110001". The
last date for receipt of application (including attested photocopies of APARs of last five years i.e from
2013-14 to 2017-18 duly attested on each page by an officer not below the rank of an Under Secretary
to the Government of India, Vigilance Clearance Certificate, Integrity Certificate, Major/Minor Penalty
during last ten years) will be 21.10.2020.

davp 01104/11/0002/2021

1. 2. 3.
Classification of Post Pay Level Eligibility of Applicants

General Central Services
Group 'A' Gazetted (Non
Ministerial)

Level 11 in Pay
Matrix (Rs

Rs. 67700-208700/-)

(A) Officers under the Central Government: (i) holding
analogous post on regular basis; or
(ii) Officers with five years service in posts in Level-10
(pre-revised Pay Band-3, Rs 15600-39100 with Grade
Pay of Rs 5400); or
(iii) Officers with six years of regular service in posts in
Level-8 (pre-revised Pay Band-2, Rs 9300-34800 and
Grade Pay of Rs 4800); and
(B) Possessing following educational qualification and
experience:
(i) Graduation degree from a recognized University:
(ii) Having at least five years experience of establish-
ments and accounts work and having undergone training
in. Institute of Secretariat Training and management
(ISTM), Delhi related to Administration.

The period of deputation shall ordinarily not exceed five years. The maximum age limit for appointment by
deputation shall be not exceeding 56 years as on the closing date of the receipt of applications. Full details
of the vacancy are available on the Department's official website i.e. http://www.agricoop.nic.in.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,SEPTEMBER4

AKANNADAfilmactresswasar-
rested by Central Crime Branch
ofBengaluruPoliceonFridayon
charges of association with an
international drug peddling
racketthatrevolvedaroundsup-
plyingpsychedelicdrugstocus-
tomers at big-ticket events like
raveparties.
Ragini Dwivedi (30)was ar-

rested on Friday evening, Joint
Commissioner of Police (Crime)
SandeepPatilsaid.TheCCBalsoar-
rested one Viren Khanna from
NewDelhi“whoorganisesbigpar-
tieswheredrugsareconsumed”,
theCrimeBranchofficialsaid.
Dwivedi’s arrest followed a

searchatherresidencebythepo-
liceinthemorningandextended
questioning of the actress,who
hadearlier failed to respond toa
policenoticetoappearbeforethe
CCBonWednesdayforquestion-
ingintheillegaldrugusageinves-
tigations.
“In the search conducted in

themorning, importantmateri-

alswereseized,”Patil said.
OnThursday,theCCBarrested

RaviShankar,anemployeeofthe
stateregionaltransportorganisa-
tionwhowas reportedly associ-
ated with Dwivedi in recent
times.QuestioningofShankarre-
portedly revealeda link toan in-
ternational drug racket which
also featured theactress, thepo-
licesaid.
“A case has been registered

inCottonpetagainstthepersons
involved in this drug racket. In
thecourseof theprobea search
was conducted on the home of
actress Ragini Dwivedi.
Preliminary investigationshave
shown involvement inan inter-
national drug racket. Efforts are
ontofindthemissinglinks,”the
CCBsaid inastatement.
The probe into the use of

drugs by celebrities and film
worldpersonalitiesinKarnataka

beganaround10days ago, after
thesouthzoneunitofNarcotics
Control Bureau arrested three
persons—AnoopMohammed,
RijeshRavichandranfromKerala
and Anikha Dinesh from
Bengaluru— in possession of a
largequantityofecstasypillsand
LSDblotsworthRs20 lakh.
According to theNCBprobe,

AnoopMohammed—whoisre-
portedly associated with
Bineesh Kodiyeri, son of Kerala
CPMsecretaryand formermin-
ister Kodiyeri Balakrishnan —
and the two others were in-
volved in supplying drugs to
Bengalurucelebritiessince2015.
The trio of alleged peddlers of
partydrugswerebookedunder

the NDPS Act. Mohammed and
Ravindranhavenowsoughtbail.
Following the NCB's seizure

ofdrugsinAugust,Kannadafilm
directorIndrajitLankeshclaimed
to have information on several
film personalities who fre-
quently used drugs at parties.
Dwivedi’s name emerged after
the police questioned Lankesh,
sources said.
Dwivediusedtobeatopstar

intheKannadafilmworld.More
recently, she was involved in
promoting cricket leagues like
CCL and Karnataka Premier
League, where shewas a brand
ambassador for the Ballari
Tuskers teamownedby real es-
tatebusinessmanArvindReddy.

Chandigarh: The first hearing of
former Punjab Police DGP
SumedhSaini’santicipatorybail
pleainthekidnappingandmur-
der case of Balwant Singh
Multanicouldnotbeheldat the
PunjabandHaryanaHighCourt
Friday after Justice Suvir Sehgal
recused himself from hearing
thematter.

Saini had filed the plea on
Wednesday.AMohalitrialcourt
hadearlieralreadydismissedhis
plea for thesame.
Thecaseagainstex-DGPper-

tainstotheabductionofBalwant
SinghMultani,aMohaliresident,
in 1991, which is being probed
by an SIT based on a fresh FIR
registeredinMayinMohali.ENS

ABDUCTION-MURDERCASE

HC judge hearing ex-DGP’s
bail plea recuses himself

J&K encounter: Three militants
killed, 3 security personnel hurt
Srinagar:Threeunidentifiedmili-
tanswere killed and three secu-
rityforcespersonnel,includingan
Armyofficer,wereinjured in an
encounterinBaramulladistrictof
JammuandKashmir Friday, po-
licesaid.
Securityforceslaunchedacor-

don and search operation at
Yedipora in the Pattan area of
Baramulla following information
aboutthepresenceofmilitants,a
policeofficial said. Theoperation
turnedintoanencounterafterthe
militants fired at a searchparty,
whoretaliated,headded.PTI

NIA asks Kolkata
prof to appear
for questioning

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER4

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) has issued notice
to a Kolkata-based professor of
the Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (IISER)
for questioning in the Elgaar
Parishadcaseforhisallegedlinks
withtheeventnearPune,where
incendiary speeches allegedly
ledtoviolenceonJanuary1,2018.
Theprofessor,ParthoSarothi

Ray, isarenownedsocialactivist
andconvenoroftheWestBengal
unitof thePersecutedPrisoners
SolidarityCommittee (PPSC).
AccordingtoRanjitSur,central

secretariat member of the
Association for Protection of
Democratic Rights, theNIA has
askedRaytoappearattheagency's
Mumbaiofficeat11amonSept10.
“This isanattempt to throttle the
voiceof thosewhoare critical of
government policies. We will
protestagainstthis,”Sursaid.
Raydidnotrespondtocallson

hisphoneandtotextmessages.
AccordingtoSur,ateamofNIA

officers tried tomeetRayon the
IISERcampusandservethenotice.
“(But)herefusedtomeettheNIA
teamdue toCovid-19guidelines
onmaintainingphysicaldistanc-
ing.TheNIAsubsequentlyserved
him the notice over email.We
spokewithhim(Ray),andhesaid
hewillconsulthislawyerandtake
appropriatesteps,”Sursaid.
Earlier, in2012,Rayhadbeen

arrested and was in jail for 10
days for allegedly protesting
against theTrinamool Congress
government’s decision to evict
slum-dwellers inKolkata.
Last year, hewas one of the

ninehumanrightsactivistsinthe
countrywhowereatthereceiving
endof an alleged spyware cam-
paign,whoseaimwastomonitor
their actions and communica-
tions.Theseactivistshadcalledfor
the release of otherswhowere
charged in connectionwith the
BhimaKoregaonincident.

New Delhi: On the occasion of
Teachers’ Day on Saturday,
Indian dairy brand Amul is or-
ganising a 24-hour non-stop
Facebook Live session where
200 chefs will participate, and
every half-an-hour, a team of
three to four chefs will prepare
dishes together and dedicate it
to their teachers. To be held on
Amul's official page, it will start
at2pm.Theeventwillcontinue
ontoSunday.Itwillbelaunched
by Saudi Arabia-based chef,
ThomasGugler,whoisthepres-
identoftheWorldAssociationof
ChefsSociety.Theeventwillcul-
minate with a session by
Michelin-star chef Suvir Saran,
who isbased inNewYork. ENS

Ragini
Dwivedi

On Teachers’ Day,
Amul plans FB Live
with 200 chefs

ParthoSarothiRay

ELGAARPARISHADCASE

Kannada actor arrested for
‘links’ to drug peddling racket

New Delhi
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IItt,,iiss notified for the,information
that I,Raj RaniW/o-Late. Shri.
UttamChandR/o-JA-8D LIG-
Flats,Hari Enclave, Hari Nagar,
New.Delhi-110064,Have lost
My,Original Possession-Letter
&Allotment-Letter&property
Documents original-letter for
obtaining Electricity,&water
connectionof,AboveSaid
property.,Finder Please
Contact:-aboveaddress.

0040547297-1

I, KanwarKunal SinghAlias
Kunal SinghKanwar S/o
KanwarRajinder SinghR/oC-
9/9258, VasantKunj, NewDelhi-
110070, have changedmyname
toKuunaal Kanwar

0070713137-1

I,TarunSahrawat,S/o Late
Sh.AmiChandSahrawatR/o-G-
3,Indraprashtha
College,Shamnath-Marg,Civil-
Lines,Delhi-110054,have
changedmyminor daughter’s
name,fromNavyaSahrawat to
NavyaAriqaSinghandher
Date-of-Birth is (28th-
September-2005),for all future
purposes. 0040547290-5

II,,RRaattttaann Singh,S/o Late.Harak
SinghBisht,R/o-
40A,Gali.No.5,Roshan-Garden
Najafgarh,NewDelhi-
110043,have changedmy
name,fromRattanSingh to
RatanSinghBisht,.vide-
affidavit,Dated-3-9-2020.

0040547277-5

II,,PPrraavveeeenn Saini,S/o late.Jai
SinghSaini,R/o-1594,Saini
Basti,Kotla-MubarakPur, N.D-
3,declare thatMonualise
PraveenSaini is oneof the
sameperson in future I shall be
knownasPraveenSaini only.

0040547280-5

II,,NNoo..JJCC--776655667766--HHRankSubedar,
JitendraKumar(10JAKLI),S/o
YdunandanChoudhary,R/o
Village-Namapur,
P.O.Namapur,Tehsil
Kishanpura, Distt.Samastipur,
Bihar. PresentAddress:-P-
66/1,VansantRange-
Colony,ShankarVihar,New
Delhi-110010,declare that inmy
service-recordofArmymywife
name&D.O.B.waswrongly-
mentionedasRanganaDevi&
D.O.B.-01-07-1975 insteadof
RanjanaDevi&D.O.B.-15-01-
1975 vide-affidavit
no.DL7500063382352525dated-
02-09-2020. 0040547277-8

II,,NNoo..1133775500998800--PP,,EExx--HHaavvDal
Bahadur,S/o Late.Mani
Ram,R/o-A-13,Shakurpur,
J.J.Colony,Delhi-110034,inform
that inmyArmy-Recordsmy
daughter’s namewaswritten
asHema,whereasher correct-
name isHeena. 0040547280-6

II,,MMaanneennddeerr Kumar Shah,S/o-
Rajinder Shah,R/o-HNo.K-
5/142,Gali.No.1,Mohan
Garden,UttamNagar,New
Delhi-110059,inform that
ManenderKumar Shah&
MolendraKumar Shahbothare
one& the sameperson.

0040547290-8

II,,AAbbhhiisshheekk Saini,S/o late.Jai
SinghSaini,R/o-1594,Saini
Basti,KotlaMubarakPur,N.D-
3,declare thatGullu alise
AbhishekSaini is oneof the
sameperson in future I shall be
knownasAbhishekSaini only.

0040547280-4

II,, YashikaAgarwalD/o Lalit
Kumar, Dalmia, R/oS-3, 4/441,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad, U.P. have
changedmyname toNiharika
Agarwal for all future
purposes. 0040547290-10

II,, ThotaPradeepKumar S/o
ThotaPrabhakarReddyR/o
SLVRoyal Flat-303,
ThanisandraMainRoad,
Ashwathnagar, Bangalore
North, Bangalore, Karnataka-
560045, have changedmyname
toThotaPradeepKumarReddy

0070713152-1

II,, ShantaMandalW/oDebdatta
GhoshR/o-T15/1908, Nirala
Estate,GH-4, Techzone-IV,
Bisrakh,GreaterNoida-West,
G.B.Nagar, UP-203207,have
changedmyname toShanta
MandalGhosh. 0040547297-2

II,, SanjayBhatia,S/o BaldevRaj
Bhatia R/o AA-2/72, Sector-5,
Rohini, Delhi-110085, have
changedmyname toSanjay
KumarBhatia. 0040547277-1

II,, SandeepSinghRaghavS/oSh.
O.P. RaghavR/o-129A, Shiv
Block,RaghuNagar, New.Delhi-
110045,have changedmyname
fromSandeepSinghRaghav to
SandeepRaghav for all future
purposes videAffidavit-No. IN-
DL74075315096577S.

0040547297-3

II,, SIDDHARTHA,S/ONARENDRA
KUMARSINGH,H.NO- 503,
JASMINETOWER,WARDNO13,
PARTLYGREENFIELD, GREEN
VALLEY COLONY, FARIDABAD,
121010, HARYANA, changedmy
name toSIDDHARTHASINGH.

0040547280-1

II,, Ravi Kumar S/oRohtas Singh
R/o.H.No.929, Sector-5, R.K.
Puram,N.Delhi-110022 have
changedmyname toRavi
Kumar Singh. 0040547277-3

II,, RakeshKumar SharmaS/o
KrishanLal SharmaR/o 1496A,
Type-II, Rail Coach Factory,
Kapurthala, Punjab-144602,
have changedmyname to
RakeshSharma

0070713160-1

II,, RajeevKumar@RajeevChugh,
S/o Sh. RamChandChugh, R/o
13, Block-BH,West Shalimar
Bagh, NewDelhi—110088have
changedmyname toRajeev
Chugh for all futurepurposes.

0040547228-2

II,, Puneet PanesarW/o Jarnail
SinghSuraj R/o 3/4/27B,Sham
SinghStreet,Gopinath
Bazar,Delhi Cantt,SouthWest
Delhi-110010 HaveChanged
my toPuneet Suraj

0070713105-1

II,, PoonamD/oParmodKumar
R/o-F-2/123, F-Block,
Mangolpuri, Delhi-110083have
changedmyname toPriyanka
for all purposes.

0040547277-4

II,, Payal SharmaAlias Payal
SinghKanwarD/oNaresh
Kumar SharmaandW/o
Kuunaal KanwarR/oC-9/9258,
Vasant kunj, NewDelhi-110070,
have changedmyname to
Payal SharmaKanwar

0070713141-1

II,, ParveenKumarChaturdevi
S/oShankar Lal Chaturvedi R/o
RZF-2/104,Roadno-4,Mahavir
Enclave, ND-45have changed
myname toParveenKumar
Chaturvedi 0040547273-1

II,, POONAMROOPCHANDANI,D/o
SantuR/oH.No.179,
S.G.ENCLAVEPHASE-1,
MAJITHAROAD,AMRITSAR,
PUNJAB-143001,have change
myname toPOONAM.

0040547290-2

II,, Neeraj Kumar S/o LateMadan
Lal R/oA-2/136, 2nd-Floor,
PaschimVihar, N.Delhi-110063
have changedmyname to
Neeraj Kumar Shingari.

0040547290-4

II,,Manoj Kumar S/o-Late.Trilok
ChandR/o-405,Maliwara
Ghaziabad,have changed
nameofmy,son fromRudra to
RudraThakur for all,future
purposes. 0040547297-4

II,,ManjuW/o Jugal Kishor R/o
WardNo-7, Rajiyasar Station,
Rajiyasar, Ganganagar,
Rajasthan-335804, have
changedmyname toManju
Kishor 0070713150-1

II,, KuunaalKanwarS/oKanwar
RajinderSinghR/oC-9/9258,
Vasantkunj,NewDelhi-110070,
havechangedmyminorson’s
namefromIshaanSingh
Kanwaraged7years to Ishan
Kanwar forever 0070713143-1

II,, Kuunaal Kanwar S/oKanwar
Rajinder SinghR/oC-9/9258,
Vasant kunj, NewDelhi-110070,
have changedmyminor
daughter’s name fromMeera
SinghKanwar aged 6years to
MeeraKanwar forever

0070713145-1

II,, Kapil Goyal S/oSh. ShivHari
Gupta residingat E-268, Hari
NiwasGali No.-5,WestVinod
Nagar,EastDelhi-110092,have
changed thenameofmyminor
sonTanayGoyal aged
17/05/2019andshall hereafter
be knownasTakshGoyal.

0040547280-3

II,, VidyawantiW/oUmedSingh
R/oWZ-524B, Gali-17C, Sadh
Nagar, PalamColony,ND-45
have changedmyname to
Vidya 0040547272-1

II,, Junior Kumar JogendraR/o
27A/B10AUdaygiri-1, Sector-
34, Noida, declare thatmy
actual name is Junior Kumar
Jogendrameanwhilewrongly
mentionedyogendraMondal in
mysonShubhamKumar’s
school record. 0040547274-1

II,, Jugal Kishor S/o LiladharR/o
WardNo-7, Rajiyasar Station,
Rajiyasar, Ganganagar,
Rajasthan-335804, have
changedmyminor son’s name
fromShobhit aged 5 years to
Shobhit Kishor forever

0070713144-1

II,, JimuthDuttaChowdhury S/o
Sujit DuttaChowdhuryR/o Flat
No-233, SunriseAppartment
Sector-45, Faridabad,Haryana-
121001, have changedmy
minor daughter’s name from
Riddhi aged2years to
Jaishnavi DuttaChoudhury
forever 0070713153-1

II,, HansheDevi,W/oRattanSingh
R/o 40AGali.No.5,Roshan-
Garden,Najafgarh,NewDelhi-
110043,have changedmy
name,from HansheDevi to
Hanshi Bisht, vide-affidavit,
Dated-3-9-2020. 0040547277-6

II,, GautamS/oRajNarayan
SaxenaR/o-D-379, Gali No.22,
Nangli Vihar-Extn,
Baprola,WestDelhi-110043,
changedmyname toGautam
KumarSaxena. 0040547290-1

II,, DivyaW/oNeeraj KumarR/oA-
2/136, 2nd-Floor, Paschim
Vihar, N.Delhi-110063have
changedmyname toDivya
Shingari. 0040547290-3

II,, DipakSingh,S/oRattan
Singhz,R/o-40AGali.No.5,
Roshan,Garden-Najafgarh,
NewDelhi-110043,have
changedmyname,from Dipak
Singh toDeepakSinghBisht
vide-affidavit, Dated-3-9-2020.

0040547277-7

II,, BaldeepChawlaW/o
Amanpreet SinghR/oD-105,
FatehNagarNewDelhi-18 have
changedmyname toBaldeep
Kaur for all purposes.

0040547290-9

II,, Anjali@Anjali Chugh,W/oSh.
RajeevKumar, R/o 13, Block-
BH,West ShalimarBagh, New
Delhi—110088have changed
myname toAnjali Chugh for all
futurepurposes.

0040547228-1

II AbhishekBajaj R/o. D-23, 2nd
floor, RajanbabuRoad,Adarsh
Nagar, Delhi-110033have
ChangedMyNameToAbhishek
AsPerDocument

0070713140-1

PPEERRSSOONNAALL
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Classifieds PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large are informed that MS. TAHIRA
BEGUM, W/O MR. NASEEM AHMED, R/o
1749, HAUZ SUI WALAN, DARYAGANJ,
NEW DELHI-110002 is the absolute owner of
built-up property admeasuring approximately
200 SQUARE YARDS, BEARING
MUNICIPAL NUMBER 6, PART OF KHASRA
NUMBER 244/6, VILLAGE WAZIRABAD, IN
THE AABADI OF SANGAM VIHAR, DELHI-
85, open to sky along with land beneath.
Anybody dealing in any-which-manner with
respect to the said plot from someone other
than my client or without due authorization
from my client shall do so at his/their own
costs and consequences. My client shall not
be responsible for any third party
negotiations/dealings / transactions etc. with
respect to the above-said property.

IFRAN GHAYAS (Advocate)
Ch. No. C-78, C.L. Joseph Block,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all the concerned that my client
Sh. Gajinder Pratap Gill S/o Sh. Pratap Singh
Gill R/o Wz-88, Plot no-278, Chand Nagar, New
Delhi-110018 and his brother Sh. Sat Pratap
Singh the owners and in possession of the First
Floor, Second Floor with roof rights of the
property bearing:- Wz-88, Plot no- 278, Chand
Nagar, New Delhi-110018 and Sh. Simran
Pratap Singh who is the elder brother of my
client is the owner and in possession of the
Ground Floor of the said property. My client
came to know that some unwanted persons are
trying to create third party interest by disposing
of the present property without any right title or
interest. If anybody dealing with any of the sale/
Purchase of the said property without the
consent of my client in writing shall be doing so
at their own risk, cost and responsibility and my
client shall not be held responsible in any
manner whatsoever for any of their acts.

Sd/- (Rajiv K. Tewari)
ADVOCATE

394-395 CIVIL WING TIS HAZARI COURTS
DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform everyone that my
client Sh. Hriday Ram S/o Late Sh.
Ram Harak R/o H. No. 774, Block- M,
Mangol Puri, Delhi110083, has
disown and debarred his Son Vijay
Kumar, daughter-in-law, Ketki Devi
and grandchildren Vivek, Nitin and
Sachin, from his all the moveable
and immovable properties, for all
intents and purposes on account of
their cruel acts and ill-treatment to
my client. Anyone dealing with the
aforesaid persons shall be solely
responsible for all the consequences
thereof and my client shall not be
responsible for the same.

VIVEK LUTHRA ADVOCATE
Chmber No. 414, Lawyers Chamber

Block, Rohini Courts, New Delhi

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is given to the general
public that my clients namely Sh. Mohd
Ashfaq S/o Abdul Karim and Smt. Razia
W/o Mohd Ashfaq both R/o H. No. R/O
5043 Kucha Rehman Chandni Chowk
Delhi-110006, have severed their all
relations with their sons namely
Shahnawaz and Mohd Suhil and his
wife namely Yasmin W/o Mohd Suhil.
They have disowned them from all their
movable and immovable properties and
my clients shall not be held responsible
for any act of them.

Sd/-
M.N. Khan
Advocate

Ch. No. 618 W. Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

Mob. No. 9210804751

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Sh. Jagmohan Bhamboriya
S/o Sh. Khushi Ram & his wife Smt.
Kanta Rani both R/o RZ-116/A, Khushi
Ram Park, Om Vihar, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-110059 have debarred and
disowned their son namely Laxman
Kumar and his wife Smt. Alka Pathak
from their all movable and immovable
properties due to their misconduct and
disrespectful behaviour towards my
clients. My clients have also severed all
their relation with them. If anybody
deals with them he will do so at his own
risk, costs and consequences. My
clients shall not be held responsible for
his acts in any manner for the same.

Sd/- LINKON GOSWAMI
(Advocate)

Ch. No. V-9, Near SBI,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients SMT. SARITA ANAND WIFE
OF LATE SHRI RAJINDER KUMAR
ANAND RESIDENT OF HOUSE NO.
F-199, SECOND FLOOR, PARSHANT
VIHAR, DELHI, do hereby, disowned,
disinherited and debarred her (1) son
SHRI SHANU ANAND SON OF LATE
SHRI RAJINDER KUMAR ANAND and
her daughter-in-law (2) MRS. PRIYA
ANAND WIFE OF SHRI SHANU
ANAND, from all her movable and
immovable properties and severed all
her relations from her son SHANU
ANAND and daughter-in-law MRS.
PRIYA ANAND due to their misbehavior,
deplorable attitude, disobedient, and not
having good conduct towards my clients.
Anybody dealing with them will do at his/
her/ their own cost and risk and my
clients shall not be responsible for any of
his/ her/ their acts and deeds.

Sd/- (SANJAY RANA)
ADVOCATE

PLOT NO. 15, NEAR SDM OFFICE,
KANJHAWALA, DELHI-81.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Informed to General Public, that my clients KRISHAN
LAL S/O SHRI HAJARI LAL, 63 years, & KELA DEVI
W/O SHRI KRISHAN LAL, 58 years BOTH R/O C-
241-242, SHAHBAD DAIRY, DELHI-110042, have
severed all the relations from their sons (1)
KULDEEP, 34 years, and his wife SMT. KIRAN DEVI
W/O SHRI KULDEEP, 29 years, and (2) MOHIT
KUMAR, 28 years, and his wife SMT. SUNITA DEVI
W/O SHRI MOHIT KUMAR, 22 Years, as they are
disobedient, rude and not under the control of my
clients aforesaid. From hereon my clients have
debarred their sons (1) KULDEEP, 34 years, and his
wife SMT. KIRAN DEVI W/O SHRI KULDEEP, 29
years, and (2) MOHIT KUMAR aged about 28 years,
and his wife SMT. SUNITA DEVI W/O SHRI MOHIT
KUMAR, 22 years, from all their moveable and
immovable properties & Bank Accounts. If any
person, organization, institution does any transaction
with them does so at their own risk, for that my clients
shall not be responsible in any manner whatsoever.

Sd/-
RAKESH KUMAR

Advocate
Enrl. No. D/1141/2004

PUBLIC NOTICE
“My client Kaushalya W/o Late Sh.
Jug Lal R/o - C-42/32, kotla firoz shah
harijan basti 100 qwater, darya ganj,
Central Delhi- 110002 have severed
all her relations from her daughter
Mrs. Surekha and her husband Vicky
was disowned & debarred them from
all movable and immovable
properties, assets and bank balances
and shall not be responsible for the
acts, deeds, ominous and things done
by Mrs. Surekha D/o Late Sh. Jug Lal
and her husband Vicky in past,
present or future.”

Sd/- Kunwarpal (Advocate)
V-229 Front Side Basement,

Rajouri Garden,
New Delhi-110027

II HITHERTOKNOWNASANU
TOMERALIASANUW/O
PRADEEPKUMARR/O. B-1605,
JMAROMA, SECTOR-
75,GAUTAMBUDHNAGAR,
UTTARPRADESH-201301HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAME&SHALL
HEREAFTERBEKNOWNASANU
TOMARFORALLPURPOSES.

0040547240-1

II Ashwani KumarS/o Late
Sohan Lal Dhamija Permanent
R/o FlatNo.63-A, Brotherhood
Apartments, H-Block,
Vikaspuri, N.Delhi-18 Present
R/oM-1/47, DLFCity, Phase-2,
Gurugram-122008 is also
knownasAshwani Kumar
Dhamija, A.K.Dhamija and
AshwaniDhamija .All names
areof oneand the same
person. 0040547230-1

II AnjuBala bajaj R/oD-23, 2nd
floor , RajanbabuRoad,Adarsh
Nagar, Delhi-110033have
ChangedMyNameToAnju
Bajaj AsPerDocument

0070713136-1

II Aarti BadiyanW/OSonu
BadiyanR/OWP-252,
Wazirpur-VillageAshok-Vihar
Delhi-110052,have changed
myname toArti Badiyan.

0040547277-2

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasChander
Mani SharmaAliasVivek
Sharma,S/o Sh.Tulsi Ram
Sharma,R/o-573/3,
JagritiVihar,Meerut,
U.P.250002,have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasVivekSharma.

0040547280-7

II,, Ahir Ajit RamniwasS/o
RamniwasR/oBlockNo-13/5,
SRPQuarters, Sector-27,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat-382027,
have changedmyname toAjit
Ahir 0070713157-1

II TavinderMunjal S/oSh. Gur
BachanSinghMunjal R/oH-86,
H-Block, AshokVihar Phase-I,
Delhi-110052havechangedmy
name toTavinder SinghMunjal
for all purposes.

0040547230-2

II SardaDeviW/oNo.Rankand
name JC-239616NExSub (RIS)
Rampal SinghR/oH.No.28, Gali
No.3, Joharipur, Jagdamba
Colony, Delhi-110094have
changedmyname toSharda
Devi For all purposes.

0040547230-3

II SanjayKumar,S/OLalita
Prasad,R/OG2/35A,Gali No-
32,Raja Puri,Uttam
Nagar,New-Delhi-110059,Have
ChangedmyName toSanjay
Pant. 0040547280-2

II SUNILKUMAR,DOB: 04-07-1967
solemnly affirmanddeclare
thatmyname iswrongly
mentionedasSunilMahendru
in someof thedocuments.My
correct name is Sunil Kumar
and it shouldbeused for all
purposes. 0040547243-2

II PREETI, DOB: 24-11-1968
solemnly affirmanddeclare
thatmyname iswrongly
mentionedasPreeti
Mahendru in someof the
documents.Mycorrect name
is Preeti and it shouldbeused
for all purposes. 0040547243-1

IIManjulaKuthialaW/OSC
Kuthiala R/o H-42 Sector 39
Noidahave changedmyname
toManjuKuthiala, vide
Affidavit attestedbynotary
beforeMagistrateNoida 2 Sep
20 0040547277-9

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF
ENGINEER, (PROJECT) PHED CHURU (RAJ.)

Tel. 01562-251415, e-mail- acephedchuru@gmail.com
No. 2306-2344 Date 27.08.2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR WORKS
Online tenders are hereby invited on behalf of the Hon’ble Governor of Rajasthan for the following
works from eligible enlisted Contractor/Firm as per Rules. Details of this tender notification and pre-
qualification criteria can also be seen in NIT exhibited on website www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, http://rajwater.gov.in and http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are to
be submitted online electronic format on web site http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. RISL Charges, tender
fee and bid security shall be submitted through e-GRAS only in respective budget head. Date & time
for online submission Up to 18.09.2020 (18:00 hrs)

SAVE WATER - SAVE LIFE Sd/-
(Ashok Kumar Gupta)

DIPR/C/6977/2020 Additional Chief Engineer (Project), PHED, Churu

NIT No Work Description Estimated
Cost

ACE CHU/16/
2020-21

Work of Operation and Maintenance of Urban Water Supply
Scheme, Ratangarh including mechanical, Electrical,
Instrumentation installation works of Tube wells, open wells, and
pumping stations, periodic cleaning CWRs/OHSRs and
Maintenance of the feeder/distribution pipelines for Three years on
Single point Responsibility basis. UBN is: PHE2021WSOB05081

Rs. 372.40
Lacs

Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai -400051.
Tel: 26590001/04. Fax: 91-022-26591264

Website: https://mmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

MUMBAI METROPOLITAN REGION
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)

Date : 04/09/2020
Place: Mumbai
No.: MMRDA/T&CP/0002198

Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA) hereby
invites Request for proposal:
1) Tender/Bid No. : MMRDA/T&CP/0002198
2) Division : Town and Country Planning Division
3) Name of Tender/Bid : Request for Proposal for Appointment
of Consultant for Preparation of Vision Document and Policy for
implementation of “Maha Mumbai Public Art Project”

4) Contact Details : Shri. S. C. Deshpande, Chief, T&CP Division
Tel: 022-26594079, 022-26595977 | Fax:022-26594178
Email: mumbaipublicart@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

5) Fixed Cost : Rs. 92,50,000/- 6) Tender Processing Fee : Rs. 10,000/-
7) Earnest Money Deposit : Rs. 2,00,000/-
8) Contract period : 6 Months + 1 Year Support
9) Bid document download: 04.09.2020 (18:00 hrs) to 05.10.2020 (17:00 hrs)
10) Last date of receipt of queries/clarification : 09.09.2020 (10:00 hrs)
11) Pre Bid Meeting : 11.09.2020 at 15:00 hrs - Through Video Conferencing
12) Last date of Online submission: 05.10.2020 (17:00 hrs)
The e-RFP shall be available for free download on registration at
https://etendermmrda.maharashtra.gov.in as per the above-mentioned
dates. MMRDAe-tendering Helpdesk email: etendersupport@mailmmrda.
maharashtra.gov.in or Phone No.: 022-2659 7445.

Fu
lra
ni

e-RFP NOTIcE

Sd/-
Metropolitan Commissioner

MMRDA

PRESS NOTICE
Ministry of Transport through Chief Engineer, ULB has envisioned the
expansion of Ballabhgarh Bus Terminal in Ballabhgarh, Haryana to decon-
gest the existing bus terminal and provide a safe and hygienic transport and
retail/ commercial/ Leisure space in the city that is accessible by all income
groups, especially lower income groups.

With this context, conduct a feasibility analysis of the redevelopment of the
existing Main Bus Terminal in Ballabgarh, Haryana is required.

Scope of Work
a) Study the work undertaken in the project so far by the local body (if any).
b) Understanding of the ULB’s concept note and aims via site visits, stake-

holder interactions, secondary research and analysis.
c) Assess features of the project site and comment on its suitability.
d) Conduct assessment of the location of the project site, with focus on the

surrounding commercial area.
e) Conduct market demand assessment of the project.
f) Develop a suitable configuration and concept of the project, in line with

the estimated demand.
g) Conduct a legal regulatory and institutional review of the project.
h) Conduct an economic review to assess the impact of the project on the

economy of the community.
i) Assess financial viability of the project through financial modelling, risk

assessment, PPP structuring, and value for money analysis- based on
the proposed project concept.

j) Propose a preliminary implementation plan for the project.
Price Bids/ Quotations (in Lumpsum) are invited from reputed consult-
ants with eligibility criteria mentioned below:

● Firms with at-least seven years of work experience.
● Experience of Transaction Advisory Services for large developments
● Average Annual Turnover (Last 3 Years): INR Five Crore.

Only physical envelopes should be submitted through Post or Courier or
hand delivery only, envelopes submitted by fax, telex, telegram or
e-mail shall not be accepted and summarily be rejected. No applications
after the due date shall be considered for the evaluation.

The document should reach the office of DULB, on or before 11-09-2020
upto 3:00 PM.

Physical Submission shall be addressed to: Attention of: Chief Engineer,
For Director General, Urban Local Bodies, Bay No. 11-14, Sector-4,
Panchkula.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
Directorate of Urban Local Bodies, Haryana

82615/HRY

Sd/-
Chief Engineer,
Urban Local Bodies Department,
Haryana, Panchkula
cedulb@gmail.com
Ph: 0172-2570119

MARTYR OF CISF ON 05th SEPTEMBER
CISF proudly remembers the supreme
sacrifice of this brave-heart. On this day, he
laid down his life at the altar of duty while
fighting with the terrorists. His courage and
bravery would remain an abiding source of
inspiration for the force. The force will
remain eternally indebted to him for his
noble deed.

23ASSAMRIFLES, 05th SEPTEMBER 2020
The Tagra Teyees family proudly
remembers HAVILDAR RAM BAHADUR
CHHETRI, SENA MEDAL (Posthumous)
who in the true traditions of the Assam
Rifles made supreme sacrifice while
bravely combating terrorists in Kunthal,
Doda District, (J&K) on 05 September
1994. May the Almighty grant eternal
peace to his soul. His gallant action will
continue to inspire us all.

DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY
COMMANDANT & ALL RANKS

23 ASSAM RIFLES ‘TAGRA TEYEES’

CT. / GD
MOHAN SINGH
HMT SRINAGAR
05-09-1990

HAV (LATE) RAM
BAHADUR
CHHETRI,

SENA MEDAL
(POSTHUMOUS)

SSAALLUUTTEE TTHHEE SSOOLLDDIIEERR

About the Project: Mysore Paper Mills Limited (MPM), a Government of Karnataka

undertaking, engaged in the business of production and sale of different varieties of paper

has a plant at Bhadravathi in Shivamogga District. The plant also has a sugar mill and

captive power plant. MPM now intends to revive the plant by leasing out the operation and

management of the plant. This is proposed to be developed with a private sector participation

basis on a Lease, Upgrade, Operate, Maintain and Transfer Framework (the “Project”).
The scope of work will broadly include upgradation, financing, operating and maintaining the

Project.

About the Bidding : MPM has invited Bids through e-procurement platform from interested

eligible Applicants. MPM has adopted a single-stage process for selection of the

bidder. The bidding documents and the Project Information Memorandum may be

downloaded from the E-Procurement Website of the Government of Karnataka (GoK) viz.,

https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in w.e.f 02.09.2020. The last date for submission of application

is 12.10.2020.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

THE MYSORE PAPER MILLS LTD.

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

No: MPM/RFP/2020-21/001

Selection of a Lessee for Upgradation, Operations & Maintenance of
Plant - Mysore Paper Mills Limited, Bhadravathi

Project Proponent
Managing Director
Mysore Paper Mills Limited
No.32, 5th Floor,

D. Devaraj Urs Road

(Race Course Road),

Bengaluru- 560001

Karnataka. Tel: +91 80 22255459

Fax: +91 80 22253478

Email id: cmd@mpm.co.in

Project Advisor :
Infrastructure Development Corporation
(Karnataka) Limited (iDeCK)
Mr. Divakaran K
9/7, K.C.N.Bhavan, Yamunabai Road,

Madhavnagar Extension, Off Race Course

Road, Bengaluru- 560 001

Tel: +91 80 43448000

Fax: + 91 80 43448001

E-mail id: Divakaran.K@ideck.in

BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff

d³f¸³f½f°fÐ IYf¹fûË WZX°fb BÊ-MZX³OXdSaX¦f IZY ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ d³fd½fQf Af¸fadÂf°f W`ÔX:-
d½fdVf¿MeI S¯f Àfa£¹ff ´f.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f./ ¸fZSN/ AfS-E´feOeAfS´fe-E/ 08/ 20-21 IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f Oe.AfS. ÀfZ³MS, ÀfZ¢MS-58 ³fûEOf ´fS À±ffd´f°f 08 ³f¦f E.Àfe. ¸fVfe³fûÔ I f
E.E¸f.Àfe. I f I f¹fÊ 01 ½f¿fÊ I e A½fd²f WZ°fbÜ d³fd½fQf dQ³ffaI : 25.09.2020 I û 17.00 ¶fªfZ
°fI Afg³f»ffB³f À½feI fS I e ªffE¦fe dªfÀfI f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f dQ³ffaI 26.09.2020 I û 16.00
¶fªfZ ¶ffQ Jû»ff ªffE¦ffÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 15000.00 kkd½fÀ°ffS ¸fZÔ Àf·fe ªff³fI fSe E½fa
d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ ·fd½f¿¹f ¸fZÔ dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS IZ ÀfaVfû²f³f WZ°fb ww.pvvnl.org E½fa
www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Afg³f I SmÔÜ A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff (AfSX-
E´feOXeAfSX´fe ´ffMÊX-E) IÈY°fZ ´fi¶fa²f d³fQZVfIY, kkd¶fªf»fe ¨fûSXe IYe Àfc¨f³ff WZX»´f»ffBÊ³f
³f¸¶fSX ´fSX QZÔ: 1800-180-3002 (¸fZSXNX), 1800-180-8752 (»fJ³fDY)ll ´fÂffaIY-
7748 dQ³ffaIY 04.09.2020 SXf¿MÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fªf»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÔ

´fdV¨f¸ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f.
d½f¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIÊY, ¸fZSXNX

Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.
An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

ISBT Kashmere Gate Delhi-110006
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD, DTIDC Ltd
for the following works through e procurement solution only.

DIP/Shabdarth/0274/20-21

1 NIT No. : 29/DTIDC/2020-21
Tender ID No. : 2020_DTIDC_194042_1
Name of work : Comprehensive maintenance of

Maharana Pratap ISBT/KG i.e.
mechanized housekeeping, security
services, maintenance of
electromechanical services, AC Plant,
Sewage Treatment Plant, Building
Management System, Water
Treatment Plant, Roof Top Solar Power
Plant, Electrical Sub-Station etc.

Estimated Cost : Rs. 53,68,35,361/-
Earnest Money : Rs. 1,07,36,707/-
Time Allowed : 03 Years
Last date of receipt of Tenders : 24/09/2020

The Tender forms and other detail can be obtained from the website:
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

DTIDC Ltd, ISBT Kashmere Gate, Delhi

Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.
An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

ISBT Anand Vihar Delhi-110092
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD, DTIDC
Ltd for the following works through e procurement solution only.

DIP/Shabdarth/0275/20-21

1 NIT No. : 28/DTIDC/2020-21

Tender ID No. : 2020_DTIDC_193955_1

Name of work : M/o ISBT at Anand Vihar

SH : Providing housekeeping and
sanitation services at ISBT Anand
Vihar

Estimated Cost : Rs. 5,83,00,046/-
Earnest Money : Rs. 29,15,000/-
Time Allowed : 730 Days
Last date of receipt of
Tenders

: 14/09/2020

The Tender forms and other detail can be obtained from the website:
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

DTIDC Ltd, ISBT Anand Vihar, Delhi

LLoossttmyoriginal 10th and12th
classCertificate and
Marksheets 10th class
Roll.No.5156555 year-2000 and
12th classRoll.No.5643249
year-2002 fromCBSEBoard.&
GraduationCertificate&
Marksheet fromHNBGarwal
University Roll No 56224118
(Year-2006) Finder pls contact :
SunitaUpadhyayS/D/W/O
ChandraShakharUpadhyay,A-
105,FF,PandavNagar, Delhi-
110092. 0040547322-1

II Yatharth Tyagi have lostmy
Original PassCertificate of
Class 10th year 2018Roll no.
2133567CBSEBOARD. If Found
PleaseContact: 9718472647

0050168504-1

II,, ANIMESHCHAUDHARY,S/o
Late.PradeepChaudhary, R/o
665/5B,Gali.No.-2,Military-
Road,Punjabi-Basti,Anand
Parbat, Karol-Bagh,NewDelhi-
05,have lostmy10th-class
school-leaving-certificate,SH
SDSaraswati Bal
Mandir,Punjabi Bagh, year-
2018 0040547280-10

II,, RUJHAN Juneja,S/oRajiv
juneja,R/o-B-161 surya-nagar
gzbup-201011,have lostmy
original-certificate/marksheet
class-10th (2012) Rollno-
5173134CBSE-Allahabadclass-
12th (2014) Rollno-9117650
CBSE-Delhi. 0040547280-9

New Delhi
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THE INDO-ISLAMIC Cultural
Foundation,formedbyUPSunni
Waqf Board to build amosque
andother public utilities on the
five-acre plot allotted to it in
Ayodhya’sDhannipurvilage, on
Friday said that they have
planned to build amosque that
would be the exact size of the
BabriMasjid.
“We have decided that the

mosque, including its inner
courtyard,willbeexactly15,000
square ft, whichwas the size of
theBabrimasjidwhenitwasde-
molished in 1992,” said Trust

spokesperson and secretary
AtharHussain.
“Weareworkingtomakethe

hospital like a private facility in
terms of services and efficiency
andlikeagovernmentfacility in
terms of expenses for people.
Because of the pandemic, the
thought of building a hospital
came to us. Wewould like the
hospital to have a centre for
heart patients, and also one for
treatment of cancer patients
where chemotherapy can be
done…”saidHussain.
“Wehavegiventheinputsre-

garding requirements for the
hospital to our architect,
Professor S M Akhtar,” added
Hussain. On Tuesday, the Trust

hadannouncedthat thedeanof
JamiaMillia Islamia’s architec-
ture department, Prof S M
Akhtar, will design themosque
and its surroundingcomplex.
Hussain saidAkhtar has sent

hisinputsregardingthedesignof
the buildings at the site in
Dhannipur village. “There is a
shrine in themiddle of the five-
acresplot.Theshrineandtheway
leadinguptoitisrightinthecen-
treofthefiveacreslandissplitting
theland.So,MrAkhtarhassaida
fewdifficultiesmaybefacedinthe
construction…Themosquehasa
rulethatitmustfacethewest(fac-
ingtowardsKaabasharif).That is
anotherissueintheconstruction,”
saidHussain.

He added that the architect
said thathewouldbe sendinga
team for takingmeasurements
of the land again. “Due to tech-
nicalreasons,hewantstogetthe
landmeasured again by a team
sent by him. He is not content
withthemeasurementssentby
us,” saidHussain.
Hussain informed that the

Trust haswritten to retired JNU
professor Pushpesh Pant, re-
questing him to curate themu-
seum. “Wewill be calling it an
archive. We have invited
Professor Pant to curate the
archivewhere the focuswill be
on food, sincewe feel that food
reflectsthetrueconfluenceofthe
Indo-Islamicculture,”hesaid.

Ayodhya mosque to be exact size of Babri: Trust

VISHWASWAGHMODE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER4

ACTOR KANGANA Ranaut’s
statement comparingMumbai
to Pakistan occupied Kashmir
(PoK) drewher the ire of Maha
Vikas Aghadi leaders, including
HomeMinisterAnilDeshmukh,
who advised her not to live in
Mumbaiifshefeelsunsafeinthe
city.WhiletheBJPhasbackedthe
actor, the party’s state unit dis-
tanceditself fromherstatement.
“SanjayRautShivSenaleader

hasgivenmeanopenthreatand
askedme not to come back to
Mumbai,afterAazadigraffitis in
Mumbai streets and now open
threats, whyMumbai is feeling
like Pakistan occupied
Kashmir?,” Ranaut tweeted on
September 3. The actor also
tweeted she did not trust
MumbaiPoliceand feltunsafe.
Ranauthadbeen innewsfor

hercontroversial statementson
theMumbaiPolice’shandlingof
the Sushant SinghRajput death
case.Shehadalsosaidthatmany
A-listers inBollywoodconsume
illegaldrugs.
DeshmukhsaidFridaythose

whodidnotfeelthatthecitywas

safeforthemhadnorighttolive
MumbaiorinMaharashtra.“It is
ridiculous for an actor tomake
such a statement.Mumbai and
entireMaharashtraissafeinthe
hands of the police. And those
who feel Mumbai or
Maharashtraisnotsafeforthem,
they have no right to live in
Mumbai or Maharashtra,”
Deshmukhtoldmediapersons.
Raut, who was accused by

Ranautof intimidation, said the
homeministry needed to take
action against all those who
weredefamingthestate.Healso
hit out at the BJP. “Any political
party that is backing someone
calling Mumbai PoK does not
have any right to seek votes in
MumbaiandMaharashtra,”Raut
said. The Sena leadership at-
tacked Ranaut stating she was
partofalargerplantodisturbthe
harmony in the state. The
women’swingofSenaprotested
against the actor’s remarks in
Dadar and other parts of

Mumbai, ThaneandNashik.
“It has been more than 15

daysthattheCBIhadtakenover
theinvestigation(intoSushant's
death) but Ranaut has neither
sought any protection fromCBI
norhandedover information to
it.She isputtingouttweetsonly
todisturbtheatmosphere,”Sena
leader and Transport Minister
Anil Parabsaid.
Heunderlinedthestategov-

ernment has signed MoUs
worthRs16,000croreduringthe
lockdown. “It means investors
want to set up industries in the
state.Isthereaconspiracytodis-
courage them from coming to
Maharashtrabyvitiating theat-
mosphere in Mumbai and the
state?Mumbai’s financial serv-
icecentreandotherofficeshave
been shifted to Gujarat. By cre-
ating such an atmosphere, is a
conspiracybeinghatchedtoshift
Mumbai’s Bollywood to some-
whereelse?”heasked.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER4

THEPRODUCERSGuildofIndiaon
Friday spokeup against the “re-
lentlessattacksonthereputation
oftheIndianfilmindustry”across
allmedia in the aftermathof ac-
torSushantSinghRajput'sdeath.
Inastatement,theGuildsaid,

“The tragic deathof a promising
youngstarhasbeenusedbysome
asatooltodefameandslanderthe
filmindustryanditsmembers.A
picturehasbeenpaintedofthein-
dustry as a terribleplace for out-
siderstoaspireto....Thisnarrative
issalaciousenoughforthemedia
to exploit to great effect in order
toboostitsratings,readershipand
pageviews.”
Its standwas supported by

prominentindustrypersonalities
including Vishal Bhardwaj,
Anurag Kashyap, Vikramaditya
Motwane, Farhan Akhtar, Richa
ChadhaandSonamKapoor,who
sharedtheletteronsocialmedia.
The Guild, headed by pro-

ducer Siddharth Roy Kapur,
urgedthemediato“stopfanning
the flames”.
The letter came after actor

KanganaRanautaskedactors to
take a blood test to prove they
were not on drugs. It raised ob-
jections against projecting the
industryas“amurkydenofsub-
stanceabuseandcriminality”.

Maharashtra
Home
MinisterAnil
Deshmukh

Producers Guild
slams ‘attacks’
on film industry

AnilDeshmukhtargetsKanganaRanaut for ‘POK’ statement

Don’t live inMumbai if you
feel it isn’t safe:Minister

BJPhasbackedthe
actor,but itsstateunit
distanceditself from
herstatement

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER4

THE AHMEDNAGAR police has
returned the impounded pass-
portsof29foreignnationalswho
werepartof theTablighi Jamaat.
AlocalcourtinAhmednagarhad
servedashowcausenoticetothe
policeearlierthisweekforrefus-
ing to return the passports de-
spiteaBombayHighCourtorder.
TheAurangabadbenchofthe

Bombay High Court had last
monthquashedFIRsagainst the
29 foreign nationals and asked
the police to return their pass-
ports.
ThreeseparateFIRswerefiled

in three talukas against the 29
foreignnationalsfromcountries

including Ivory Coast, Ghana,
Tanzania, Iran, Djibouti and
Brunei.Whiletwopolicestations
in Ahmednagar had refused to
return the passports, one police
station handed over the pass-
ports on August 28, only to ask
them to return them the next
day. The men had then ap-
proachedalocalcourtseekingre-
turn of their passports and visa
documentstoenabletheirreturn
journeys.
Late Thursday, officials from

thepolicestationscalledthemen
and asked them to collect their
documents.Thepolicehavealso
withdrawnanappealfiledbefore
asessionscourtagainstthelower
court’sorder.
On August 21, Justices T V

NalawadeandMGSewlikarhad

quashed the FIRs stating that
therewasnoevidence that they
had violated visa rules or lock-
downduring thepandemic and
that they were made ‘scape-
goats’.Thestategovernmenthad
soughtastayontheorderstating
that it has to take a decision on
whether to challenge the order,
but it was refused by the court.
Basedontheorder, themenhad
filed a plea before a court in
Ahmednagar for return of their
passports.
“After their passports were

returned,theembassieshavebe-
gun facilitating the process of
theirreturn,”saidlawyerMazhar
Jahagirder. He added that the
men,whowere living in private
accommodationinAhmednagar,
have returned toMumbai and

Delhi toexpedite their return.
Themen,mostof themsmall

traders,cametoIndiainFebruary
andMarchandwerearrestedby
theAhmednagar police onApril
17.Theywerereleasedonbailon
June 17 after twomonths in jail.
Sofar,inMaharashtra,twogroups
inVashi andMumbrahavebeen
dischargedofallcharges.Agroup
of 10 Indonesian nationals
booked in Nanded were dis-
chargedundertheForeignersAct,
whiletheypleadedguiltytoother
charges andwere permitted to
leave the country after a paying
fineofRs1,500each.
InMumbai,theBandrapolice

has dropped charges under
Section307(attempttomurder)
and304 (2) (culpablehomicide)
of theIPCagainst12foreigners.

Maharashtra: Police return passports
of foreign Tablighi Jamaat members

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,SEPTEMBER4

HARYANA BJP has planned a
nearly3-week-longcelebrations
and event to mark the 70th
birthday of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that falls on
September17.
Thecelebrationsthatwillbe-

ginSeptember14andculminate
onOctober2willseebemarked
by distribution of carry bags
made of cloth in urban areas as
part of BJP’s anti-plastic cam-
paign, holding blood donation

camps, free eye
check-up camps, spectacle dis-
tribution, and plasma donation
amongothers.
Sharing thedetails, stateBJP

chief OmPrakashDhankar said
that party’s priority during the
celebrationswillbe“publicwel-
fare”.

“We will be giving a lot of
emphasis on environment pro-
tection.Wewill beappealing to
people not to use plastic bags
and instead use cloth bags.
Subsequenttothis,eye-checkup
camps will be organised in all
the 90 assembly segments.
Blood donation camps will be
organised in each district and
people who have recovered
from coronavirus infectionwill
also be requested to donate
plasma. At least 70personswill
bedonatingbloodateachcamp
to mark PM’s 70th birthday,”
Dhankar said.

StateBJP
chiefOm
Prakash
Dhankar

To mark PM’s birthday, Haryana
BJP plans three-week celebrations

Man kills friend
over Rs 3,000 in
Mumbai
Mumbai:A19-year-oldmanwas
arrested Friday for allegedly
stabbing his friend to death at
AntopHill area following a dis-
puteovermoney,police said.
The accused, Sabir Shaikh,

had got into an argumentwith
hisfriendNakiKhan(19)outside
abankatAntopHillaround8pm
on Thursday, police said. Naki
wastoreturnSabirRs3,000,but
hadbeendelaying thepayment
for severaldays, theysaid.
Sabir allegedly stabbedNaki

and fled. The victim was de-
clareddeaduponarrivalatahos-
pital. ENS

New Delhi



C VID-19VACCINETRACKER

CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

PFIZERHASsaid itwouldseekemer-
gency-useauthorisationforitscoron-
avirus vaccine from theUS Food and
DrugAdministration, once itwas es-
tablishedthatthevaccinewasindeed
effective.Thecompanysaidthiscould
happen as early as the end
of next month, and it in-
tendedtoapplyforanemer-
gency licence immediately
after that, according toa re-
port inTheNewYorkTimes.
Pfizer’s vaccine, being

developed in collaboration with
German partner BioNTech, is cur-
rentlyundergoingphase-3clinicaltri-
als. Its chief executive Albert Bourla
said about 23,000 volunteers were
enrolledforphase-3trials, andmany
were administered the second
boosterdoseaswell.Hesaidthecom-
panywould know “in October time
frame”howeffectivethevaccinehad
beenonthevolunteers.

The FDA has indicated that it
would be open to considering appli-
cationsforemergencyuseauthorisa-
tion for coronavirus vaccines, even if
phase-3 clinical trials have not been
completed. Pfizer is the first vaccine

developer toexplicitlystate
that it intended to seek
emergencyapproval.
Pfizer’s statement is ex-

pectedtofurtherheatupan
alreadycrazyraceforacoro-
navirus vaccine. In the last

fewdays, it has becomeevident that
a vaccine would bemade available
this year itself. Before this, themost
optimistictimelinebeingtalkedabout
wasearlynextyear.
ButtheUSPresidentialelectionson

November3couldplayingitspartinex-
peditingthevaccinedevelopmenteven
further. PresidentDonald Trumphas
repeatedly said the vaccine could in-
deedbemadeavailablethisyearitself.

Pfizer says will know about
vaccine effectiveness by Oct

OBESITY CAN make it
more difficult to fight a
Covid-19 infection, ac-
cording to amanuscript
published in Endocrin-
ology, the journal of the
internationalmedicalor-
ganisation Endocrine
Society. It says obesity
can cause a hyperactive
immune system re-
sponsetoCovid-19infec-
tion,whichmakes itdif-
ficult to fightoff thevirus.
Obesity is known to lead to prob-

lems like heart disease and diabetes,
andalsotoinfluencetheimmunesys-
teminmanyways.Forexample,obe-
sitycausesachronicactivationofsome
parts of the immune system.When
someonewith this pre-existing con-
dition is facedwith an infection, this
could leadtothe immunesystembe-
cominghyperactive— inadetrimen-
talwaythatdoesnot fight infection.
"TheCovid-19pandemichasmade

us aware of the complex interactions
ofobesitywithinfectiousdiseases,and

the gaps in our under-
standing of how chronic
health conditions affect
our immune responses
to acute infection,” the
study’s corresponding
author, Durga Singer of
the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor,
said inastatement.
“Recentevidencehas

highlighted how one
part of the immune sys-

tem, themacrophage,may be a cul-
pritindrivingsevereCovid-19disease.
Ourmanuscriptfocusesonwhatisal-
readyknownabouttheinteractionof
obesity, macrophages and other in-
fectionslikeinfluenza.Thesefindings
highlight the importance of under-
standing howobesitymight interact
with new drugs or vaccines that are
developed forCovid-19,”Singer said.
The paper describes immune re-

sponsescausedbyobesitythatdriveor-
ganinjuryinsevereCovid-19infection,
andimpairabilitytofightthevirus.

Source:EndocrineSociety
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How obesity impairs body’s
ability to fight Covid infection

INDIAACTIVECASES 831,124

WORLDTOTALCASES
26,398,466

Source:JohnsHopkinsUniversity,
updatedat11pmonSept4

INDIATOTALCASES
3,936,747

Source:MinistryofHealthandFamily
Welfare,updatedat11pmonSept4

Note: TheSeptember3 figure in this graph isbasedon thegovernmentupdateonSept4
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APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

THECOVID-19pandemicand the lockdown
imposed across the globe to contain the
spreadof thevirushasresultedinmajordis-
ruptionsineconomicactivity.Businessesare
lookingtowardsalegalprovision—theforce
majeureor“ActofGod”clausethathasitsori-
gins intheNapoleonicCode—tocut losses.
This week, attributing the shortfall in

GSTcollectionstodisruptionsduetoCovid-
19, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said the economy is facing an Act-of-God-
like situation.
OnFebruary19,TheFinanceMinistryhad

issuedanofficememoranduminvitingatten-
tion to the forcemajeureclause (FMC) in the
2017ManualforProcurementofGoodsissued
bytheDepartmentofExpenditureclarifying
that the pandemic “should be considered a
caseof natural calamityandFMCmaybe in-
voked,whereverconsideredappropriate”.

What isa forcemajeureclause?
Thelawofcontractsisbuiltaroundafun-

damental norm that the partiesmust per-
formthecontract.Whenapartyfails toper-
form its part of the contract, the loss to the
otherparty ismadegood.However, the law
carvesoutexceptionswhenperformanceof
thecontractbecomesimpossibletothepar-
ties. A forcemajeure clause is one such ex-
ception that releases theparty of its obliga-
tionstoanextentwheneventsbeyondtheir
control takeplaceand leave themunable to
performtheirpartof thecontract.
FMC is a clause that is present inmost

commercial contracts and is a carefully
drafted legal arrangement in the event of a
crisis.When the clause is triggered, parties
can decide to break from their obligations
temporarilyorpermanentlywithoutneces-
sarily breaching the contract. Companies in
such situations use the clause as a safe exit
route, sometimes in opportunistic ways,
without having to incur the penalty of
breaching thecontract.
Generally, an “Actof God” isunderstood

to include only natural unforeseen circum-
stances, whereas forcemajeure is wider in
itsambitandincludesbothnaturallyoccur-

ringeventsandeventsthatoccurduetohu-
man intervention. However, both concepts
elicit thesameconsequences in law.

Whatsituations legallyqualify foruseof
forcemajeure?
While somecontractshaveclauseswith

standard circumstances, some contracts
would have specific circumstances that are
more focused. Forexample, a shippingcon-
tractwouldhaveaforcemajeureclausethat
couldcovernaturaldisaster like tsunami.
War,riots,naturaldisastersoractsofGod,

strikes,introductionofnewgovernmentpol-
icyimposinganembargo,boycotts,outbreak
of epidemicsandsuchsituationsaregener-
allylisted. Ifaneventisnotdescribed,thenit
isinterpretedinawaythatitfallsinthesame
categoryof events thataredescribed.
A forcemajeure clause is negotiated by

parties, and events that could potentially
hampertheperformanceof thecontractare
catalogued. It isnotinvokedjustbyexpress-
ing thatanunforeseeneventhasoccurred.
Incaseacontractdoesnothaveaforcema-

jeureclause,therearesomeprotectionsinco-
mmonlawthatcanbeinvokedbyparties.For
example, the IndianContractAct, 1872prov-
idesthatacontractbecomesvoidifitbecomes

impossibledue toanevent after the contract
wassignedthatthepartycouldnotprevent.

Whathappenswhenaforcemajeure
clause is triggered?
If a party to a contract believes that the

other party has invoked the forcemajeure
clauseinanunjustifiedsituation,itcanmove
court seekingperformanceof thecontract.
Courts read the wording of the clause

closely to allocate risks between the parties.
Courtrulingshaveestablishedthatforcema-
jeurecannotbeinvokedwhenperformanceof
the contract has become difficult, but only
when ithasbecomeimpossible. It looks into
whether the party arguing impossibility of
performancehastriedallotheravenuestoful-
filitsliabilitiesbeforeinvokingforcemajeure.
Forexample, ina2017case,theSupreme

Court cited a 1961House of Lords decision
that ruled that theclosureof SuezCanal, al-
thoughunforeseen,hadnotrenderedacon-
tract to ship goods fromAfrica impossible
sincealongerroutearoundtheCapeofGood
Hopeexisted.
Vaguely indicating that the pandemic

failed the contract would face a legal chal-
lenge.Thecourtwouldlookintospecificslike
whetheralockdownimposedtocontainthe

pandemiclocallypreventedperformanceof
thecontract.
The courtwould also look into howun-

foreseenthecitedcircumstancereallyiswhen
cataloguedinthecontractspecifically.Global
contracts signed after the initial outbreak in
Wuhancould fail scrutiny if thecontractsdo
nottakeintoaccountviralpandemics.
InAprilthisyear,theBombayHighCourt

did not accept the forcemajeure argument
in a casewhere the petitioner argued that
Covid-19-related lockdownshad frustrated
a contract for supply of steel. Although the
decision factored in other arguments, the
vagueconstructionof thepandemic reason
didnotcut icewith thecourt.

Arethereotherglobalprecedentsdealing
withpandemicsandforcemajeure?
In China, where the Covid-19 outbreak

originated, the Council for Promotion of
International Trade is issuing forcemajeure
certificates to businesses. China’s Supreme
People’sCourthadrecognisedthe2002SARS
outbreakasa forcemajeureevent.
Singapore enacted the Covid-19

(TemporaryMeasures)ActinApriltoprovide
relieftobusinessesthatcouldnotperformtheir
contractualobligationsduetothepandemic.
TheParisCommercialCourt inJulyruled

that the pandemic could be equated to a
forcemajeureevent.
In the UK, the Financial Conduct

Authority has brought in a test case before
the High Court to look into business insur-
ance contracts and interpret the standard
wordingsinsuchcontracts.Theruling,which
isnowreservedbythecourt,willbebinding
oninsurersandwillprovideaframeworkto
interpret similar contracts in court cases in
ScotlandandNorthern Ireland.
TheInternationalChamberofCommerce

has developed aModel Code on the force
majeure clause reflecting current interna-
tional practice. TheCode states that the im-
pediment triggering the operation of the
forcemajeure clause must be beyond the
party’s reasonablecontrol; andthat it could
not reasonably have been foreseen at the
time of the conclusion of the contract; and
thattheeffectsof theimpedimentcouldnot
reasonablyhavebeenavoidedorovercome
bytheaffectedparty.
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HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER4

INHISIndependenceDaySpeechthisyear,
PrimeMinisterNarendraModiannounced
the government’s plan to launch a Project
Dolphin. The proposed project is aimed at
savingbothriverandmarinedolphins.

WhatwillProjectDolphindo?
Modi said in his speech that Project

DolphinwillbeonthelinesofProjectTiger,
whichhashelped increase the tiger popu-
lation.Suchaninitiativegotin-principleap-
proval in December last year itself, at the
firstmeetingof theNationalGangaCouncil
(NGC), headed by the Prime Minister.
“SpecialConservationprogramneedstobe
takenupforGangeticDolphinwhichisna-
tional aquatic animal and also indicator
speciesfortheriverGangaspreadoversev-
eral states,” state theminutesofmeeting.
So far, the National Mission for Clean

Ganga(NMCG),whichimplementsthegov-
ernment’sflagshipschemeNamamiGange,
hasbeen takingsome initiatives for saving

dolphins.Now,ProjectDolphinisexpected
to be implemented by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest andClimateChange.

What is theGangeticdolphin?
TheGangetic river system is home to a

vast variety of aquatic life, including the
Gangeticdolphin(Platanistagangetica).The
Gangeticdolphinisoneoffivespeciesofriver
dolphin foundaroundtheworld. It is found
mainly in the Indiansubcontinent, particu-
larly in Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna and
Karnaphuli-Sanguriversystems.
The Conservation Action Plan for the

GangesRiverDolphin,2010-2020,describes
maledolphinsasbeingabout2-2.2metres
longandfemalesasalittlelongerat2.4-2.6
m.Anadult dolphin couldweighbetween
70kgand90kg.Thebreedingseasonof the
Gangetic dolphin extends from January to
June.Theyfeedonseveralspeciesof fishes,
invertebratesetc.

Whyis it importanttosavedolphins?
There was a timewhen Gangetic dol-

phinscouldbespottedintheGangaatsev-
eral places, from its delta in the Bay of

Bengal to upstream in the Himalayan
foothills. It was also found in the Ganga’s
tributaries.Someexpertshavereportedthat
duringthe19thcentury,dolphinswereseen
in the Yamuna up to as far as Delhi.
However,theconstructionofdamsandbar-
rages, and increasing pollutionhave led to
a decline in the population of aquatic ani-
malsintheriversingeneralandofdolphins
inparticular.
Aquatic life is an indicatorof thehealth

ofriverecosystems.AstheGangeticdolphin
isatthetopofthefoodchain,protectingthe
speciesanditshabitatwillensureconserva-
tionof aquatic livesof the river.

Haveothergovernmentsusedaquatic
lifeasanindicatorof thehealthof a
riversystem?
Globally, there have been such exam-

ples. For instance, the Rhine Action Plan
(1987)of theInternationalCommissionfor
theProtectionof theRhine(ICPR)—repre-
senting Switzerland, France, Germany,
LuxemburgandtheNetherlands—brought
back the salmon. The return of themigra-
toryfishistakenasanindicatoroftheriver’s
improvedhealth.
SalmonusedtomigratefromtheNorth

SeatotheRhineeveryyearandreproduce,
but thisstoppedwhenpollution increased
in the river. After a chemical accident in
1986 that caused thedeathof fish andmi-
croorganisms, theActionPlanwas launch-
ed.Thisledtoimprovementinthequalityof
the riverwater, and the salmons began to
return.
“While thesalmonwasconsidered lost

intheRhinein1958,todayseveralhundred
salmonfromtheNorthSeareturntotheac-
cessible tributariesof theRhineeveryyear
and reproduce naturally there,” says
AssessmentRhine2020, and ICPRreport.

HowmanyGangeticdolphinsremain?
While no exact count is available, vari-

ousestimatessuggestthattheGangeticdol-
phin population in India could be about
2,500-3,000.However,MinisterofStatefor
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Babul Supriyohad told LokSabha last year
that there were about 1,272 dolphins in
UttarPradeshand962 inAssam.
Increasing pollution in the Ganga has

broughtdownthenumberover theyears.

WhathasbeendonetosaveGangetic
dolphinssofar?
Although efforts to save them were

startedinthemid-1980s,buttheestimates
suggestthenumbershavenotrisenasare-
sult.TheGangeticdolphinremainslistedas
endangeredbythe InternationalUnion for
theConservationofNature.
WILDLIFE ACT PROTECTION: After

thelaunchofGangaActionPlanin1985,the
government on November 24, 1986 in-
cluded Gangetic dolphins in the First
ScheduleoftheIndianWildlife(Protection),
Act1972.Thiswasaimedatcheckinghunt-
ing and providing conservation facilities
such aswildlife sanctuaries. For instance,
VikramshilaGangesDolphinSanctuarywas
established inBiharunder thisAct.
CONSERVATION PLAN: The govern-

ment also prepared The Conservation
Action Plan for the Ganges River Dolphin
2010-2020, which “identified threats to
GangeticDolphinsandimpactof rivertraf-
fic, irrigationcanals anddepletionof prey-
baseonDolphinspopulations”.
NATIONAL AQUATIC ANIMAL: On

October 5, 2009, the then PrimeMinister
Manmohan Singh, while chairing the
maiden meeting of the National Ganga
RiverBasinAuthority,declaredtheGangetic
riverdolphinasthenationalaquaticanimal.
AnotificationwasissuedbytheMinistryof
EnvironmentandForeststhefollowingyear.
Now,theNationalMissionforCleanGanga
celebrates October 5 as National Ganga
RiverDolphinDay.

What counts as ‘Act of God’?
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

AmiddisruptionscausedbyCovid-19,theFinanceMinisterhasreferredtoanActofGodwhilebusinesses
arelookingatalegalprovision, forcemajeure,tocutlosses.Howdoesitwork,andwhencanitbeinvoked?

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE,SEPTEMBER4

THEMUCH-CRITICISEDRussian vaccine for
novel coronaviruswas found to be safe and
also triggereda “strong” immune response,
accordingtoresultsofphase-1andphase-2
clinical trialspublished inTheLancet.
Thevaccine is the first in theworld tobe

authorised for general use. Itwas approved
by the Russian government on August 11,
withoutphase-3trials,triggeringglobalcrit-
icism.Phase-1andphase-2trialswerecom-
pleted in less than twomonths and, it now
emerges,weredoneononly76people.

What is thevaccine?
The vaccine, developed by Moscow’s

Gamaleya Institute, uses two adenoviruses
to inject the genetic material of the novel
coronavirus intohumans inorder to trigger
an immune response. Adenoviruses,which
cause a range of respiratory diseases in hu-
man beings, are used as carriers to deliver
severalexistingdrugsandvaccinesforother
diseasesaswell,afterbeingstrippedof their
ability to replicate.

Whatwerethetrials forwhichresults
havebeenreported?
The vaccine developers carried out two

separatestudies,bothinvolvingphase-1and
phase-2,attwohospitals inMoscow.The76
participants included38ateither location.
Two variants of the vaccinewere used,

using different adenoviruses. In phase-1 of
each study, nine peoplewere injectedwith
oneformulation,andninewiththeother. In
phase-2ofbothstudies,20participantswere
givenshotsof both formulations.
LeadauthorDenisLogunovofGamaleya

Institute explainedwhy two formulations
wereused.“Toformapowerful immunere-
sponse against SARS-CoV-2, it is important
that a booster vaccination is provided.
However, booster vaccinations that use the
sameadenovirus vectormight not produce
an effective response because the immune
systemmayrecogniseandattackthevector
(carrier). Thiswouldblock thevaccine from
enteringpeople’scellsandteachingthebody
to recognise and attack SARS-Cov2. For our
vaccine, we use two different adenovirus
vectors inabidtoavoidtheimmunesystem
from become immune to the vector,”
Logunovsaid.

Whatweretheresults?
Thepublishedfindingssay“bothvaccine

formulationswere safe andwell tolerated”.
The participants did complain of some side
effectsbutthesewerenotserious.“Themost
commonadverseeventswerepainat injec-
tionsite(58percentofparticipants),hyper-
thermia(orhightemperature in50percent
of participants), headache (42per cent), as-
thenia (or lack of energy, 28 per cent), and
muscleandjointpain(24percent).Mostad-
verse events weremild and no serious ad-
verseeventsweredetected,” thestudysays.
In addition, all participants were found

tohaveproducedantibodiestocoronavirus,
which shows that the vaccine was able to
triggeran immuneresponse.

Howsignificantarethesefindings?
The results show that the vaccine is at

least safe to be used anddoes not harm the
person.However, the relatively small num-
berof volunteerswhoparticipated, and the
shortdurationof follow-up(42days)might
not satisfyall theexperts.
Intheabsenceofphase-3trials,questions

overtheeffectivenessof thevaccineremain.
In phase-3, a vaccine candidate is tried on

several hundredvolunteers in real-life situ-
ations, outside of laboratory conditions, to
assesswhethertheimmuneresponsegener-
ated is able to effectively fight the disease.
Theparticipantsareusuallyfollowedforsev-
eralmonths to study the impact of the vac-
cineontheir ability to thwart thedisease.
Following the criticism, Russia had said

itwould conductphase-3 trials aswell, and
that the August 11 authorisationwas only
“conditional”. Phase-3 trials are planned to
startsooninseveralcountries.Thedevelop-
ershadearlierplannedtotestthevaccineon
2,000 volunteers in phase-3, but later said
theywouldenrol40,000.

Howareothermajorvaccinecandidates
progressing?
Therearethreeotherleadingvaccinecan-

didates, developed by Pfizer, Oxford
UniversityincollaborationwithAstraZeneca,
andModerna.All threearecurrentlyunder-
goingphase-3 trials.
AtleasttwoChinesevaccinestoohavebeen

approvedwithout phase-3 trials, and these
twoalsoplantostartthefinalstagetrialssoon.
Besides, close to30other vaccine candidates
arecurrentlyinphase-1andphase-2trials.

Reading Russian vaccine trial results
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Project Dolphin:why it is important to save a declining river species

Gangeticdolphin(Platanistagangetica).
RahimShaikh/WildlifeInstituteofIndia

InApril, theBombayHighCourtdidnotaccept the forcemajeureargumentthat
hadcitedthe lockdownfor failure to fulfil acontract. ParthaPaul

New Delhi
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MEANWHILE

‘THEGODFATHER: PART III’ TOBERE-EDITED
‘The Godfather: Part III’ has not received the kind of acclaim that the other two films in
the celebrated ‘Godfather’ franchise have, but director Francis Ford Coppola hopes to
change that by re-editing the 1990 film for a theatrical release later this year.

RUSSIA

Moscowpresses
Germanyfor
moredetailon
Navalnyillness
TheKremlinsaidonFriday
that it wanted dialogue
with Germany over the
case of oppositionpoliti-
cian Alexei Navalny and
thatRussiandoctorswho
treatedhim initiallywere
muchmore transparent
than theGermandoctors
treating him now.
Germany,whereNavalny
is in hospital, has said he
was poisoned with a
Novichoknerveagentand
wants the perpetrators
heldtoaccount.Russiahas
until now not opened a
criminalinvestigationand
saidthereisnoevidenceof
crime.Kremlinspokesman
Dmitry Peskov said
Moscowwanted to find
out fromGermanywhat
exact substance caused
Navalnytofallill.REUTERS

AlexeiNavalny

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PAKISTAN

Imran’stopaide
quitsaftergraft
allegations
PAKISTAN PRIME
Minister Imran Khan’s
top aide Lt Gen (retd)
Asim Saleem Bajwa re-
signedon Friday after al-
legationsthatheusedhis
offices to help family set
upseveraloff-shorebusi-
nesses. Former Pakistan
Army spokesman Bajwa
rejected the allegations
againsthimandresigned
asspecial assistant to the
PM on information and
broadcasting. However,
hewouldcontinuework-
ing as chairman of the
China-PakistanEconomic
CorridorAuthority.PTI

ISRAEL

Dronedrops
cannabisonTel
Avivmainsquare
ADRONEdropped pack-
ets of what looked like
cannabis over a main
square in Tel Aviv on
Thursday after activists
seeking to legalise the
drug in Israel promised
freeweed fromtheair on
socialmedia. Police said
they arrested two men
who operated the quad-
copter that flew over
Rabin Square, a site often
used for street protests
and political rallies. “The
timehascome,”theGreen
Drone pro-legalisation
groupsaidonitsTelegram
webmessaging channel.
“Is it a bird? Is it a plane?
No, it’s the Green Drone
sendingyoufreecannabis
fromtheskies.”REUTERS

PATRICKKINGSLEY
WARSAW,SEPTEMBER4

STEPANSVETLOV’Scomputersits
onadesk inWarsaw,nearly300
miles fromMinsk, the capital of
Belarus. Butwhen Belarusians
pouredintothestreetsinthehours
anddaysafterPresidentAlexander
Lukashenkofraudulentlyclaimed
a reelectionvictoryAug. 9, itwas
thanksinnosmallparttoSvetlov,
22,andhiscomputer.
Internet access was often

blocked that week, leading op-
position activists were in cus-
todyorinhiding,andindepend-
entmediahaslongbeenheavily
restricted in Belarus. But

Belarusianswerekeptinformed
andevendirectedbyanaccount
runbySvetlovononeof thefew
social media platforms —
Telegram—thathadmanagedto
maintain sporadic service dur-
ing the internetoutage.
From across the border,

Svetlov and his team of five
pumpedout information about
voterfraudandpoliceviolence—
aswellastipsaboutwhere,when
andhowtoprotest, evadepolice,
defend against police beatings,
treatexposure to teargasand lo-
catemedicineandsafehouses.
“Take to the streets,” Svetlov

andhisteamwroteafterprelim-
inary results were announced
Aug.9,“anddefendyourvotes!”

A soft-spoken, fresh-faced
film-schoolgraduatewhoworks
froma cramped andgloomyof-
fice in centralWarsaw, Svetlov
does not initially seem like the
standard-bearer for a revolution.
But Nexta—his Telegram feed,
namedfortheBelarusianwordfor
“someone”—has nevertheless
become a kind of Radio Free
Europefortheinternetage.Atthe
timeof theelection, the feedhad
several hundred thousand sub-
scribers, anumber thathassince
risentomorethan2million.
“Stepan is undoubtedly one

of themostsignificantfiguresin
the events taking place,” said
Anton Shpak, 47, an illustrator
who joinedprotests after view-

ing evidence of police brutality
publishedbyNexta.
Intheimmediateaftermathof

theelection,Nextawas“firstofall,

a source of information,” Shpak
added. “And, to some extent, it
wasasourceof inspiration.”
Svetlov’s colleague, Roman

Protasevich,editsNextaonaday-
to-day basis, along with three
otherBelarusianexiles.
The protesters themselves

are thekey toground-levelmo-
bilisationandchange.Duringthe
Arab uprisings of 2011, external
observers were sometimes too
quick topresent socialmediaas
theprimarydriverof unrest, in-
steadofmerelyanacceleratorof
its spread. Though proud of his
role, Svetlov is wary of making
similar claims today.
“It’s thepeoplewhoare initi-

ating thiswhole process against
Lukashenko and the regime,”
Svetlovsaid.“Wearejusthelping
themtoachievethis.”
Yetintruth,SvetlovandNexta

aremore than just a vessel for
otherpeople’sdreams.Inthedays
before theelection,Nexta issued
detailedinstructionsforhowgov-
ernment critics should organize
andprotestonpollingday.
Toensureunitybetweenpro-

testers, theNexta team coordi-
natedtheseplans inprivatewith
membersof rivalTelegramfeeds
andleadingactivists,Svetlovsaid.
“There is quite a cooperation

going on with other Telegram
channels, to try tohave the same
message,”hesaid.“It’shappening
onaconstantbasis,dayandnight.”
Having reacheda consensus,

Nexta’sstaffmemberspublished
timesandplacesforprotestersto
meet.Theysuggestedroutesthat

protesterscouldusetoreachpar-
ticulargatheringpointsandpro-
posed alternatives in case those
routeswereblocked.Theyoffered
adviceonhowtoobstructpolice
vehicles, and instructedprotest-
erstoremainpeaceful.
In the hours after the polls

closed,theyalsocalledforagen-
eral strike, explained how pro-
testers could help people evade
arrestandsuggestedbuyinghel-
mets, goggles, gas masks and
shieldstoguardagainstpolicevi-
olence. And by disseminating
this information on Telegram,
they introduced a means by
which Belarusians could con-
tinuetostayinformedduringthe
internet shutdown.NYT

STEPAN SVETLOV’S SOCIAL MEDIA PROFILE A LODESTAR FOR DEMONSTRATORS

The 22-yr-old coordinating protests in Belarus, from small office in Poland

DEBORAHBLOOM
PORTLAND,SEPTEMBER4

POLICE SHOTandkilled ananti-
fascistactivistonThursdayasthey
movedintoarresthimfortheal-
leged fatal shooting of a right-
wingactivistinPortland,Oregon,
lastweekend,officialssaid.
Michael Reinoehl, 48, was

wanted on a charge of murder
whenmembersofafugitivetask
forceshothimdead inOlympia,
Washington after he left an
apartmentbuildingandgot ina
car, according topolice.
“The suspect produced a

firearm, threatening the lives of
law enforcement officers,” a US
Marshals Service spokesman
said inastatement.
Thurston County Sheriff’s

Office, which is responsible for
investigatingtheincident,saidit
hadnotconfirmedReinoehlwas
armed orwhether he fired any
shots. “There were shots that
were fired from the task force
intothatvehicleandthesuspect
fledfromthevehicleonfootand
therewereadditionalshotsthat
werefired,”saidLt.RayBradyof
theSheriff’sOffice.
Portland Police earlier on

Thursday issued a warrant for
Reinoehl’s arrest and asked the

USMarshals to locatehim.
“It sounded like fireworks it

was that many shots,” by-
stander JashonSpencer said.
Reinoehl,whohadprovided

security for Black Lives Matter
protests in Portland, was al-
legedly involved in the shoot-
ing of Aaron Danielson on
Saturday night, the US
Marshal’s Service said.
Danielson, 39,was among a

caravanofsupportersofPresident
Donald Trump who rode in
pickup trucks into downtown
Portland and clashedwith pro-
testers demonstrating against
racialinjusticeandpolicebrutality.

Portlandhas seenescalating
clashesbetweenright-andleft-
winggroupsinrecentweeksfol-
lowing nearly 100 days of
protests since George Floyd, a
Blackman, died inMinneapolis
onMay 25 after a white police
officerkneltonhisneck.
Reinoehl diedonlyhours af-

terViceNewsbroadcast avideo
inwhich he appeared to admit
he shot Danielson and said he
acted inself-defence.
In social media posts

Reinoehl described himself as
a professional snowboarder, a
US Army veteran and “100%
ANTIFA.”REUTERS

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KENOSHA,SEPTEMBER4

JOE BIDEN told residents of
Kenosha,Wisconsin,thatrecent
turmoil following the police
shooting of Jacob Blake, a Black
man,couldhelpAmericanscon-
front centuries of systemic
racism,drawingasharpcontrast
with President Donald Trump
amid a reckoning that has gal-
vanised thenation.
“We’re finally nowgetting to

thepointwherewe’regoingtobe
addressingtheoriginalsinof this
country, 400yearsold…slavery
and all the vestiges of it,” Biden
said at Grace Lutheran Church,
where hemetwith community
leadersafteraprivatesessionwith
Blakeandhisfamily.
The visitmarked the former

vicepresident’sfirsttriptothebat-

tlegroundstateofWisconsinasthe
Democraticpresidentialnominee
andwasavivid illustrationof the
contrastheofferstoTrump.
WhileBidenspentmorethan

an hour with the Blake family,
Trump didn’t mention Blake
during his own trip to Kenosha
onTuesday.WhereBidentraced
problemsinthecriminal justice
system back to slavery, Trump
refused to acknowledge sys-
temic racism.

HUSSEINMALLA
BEIRUT,SEPTEMBER4

RESCUEWORKERSused cranes,
shovels and their bare hands in
search operations that resumed
early Friday in the rubble of a
buildingthatcollapsedlastmonth
inBeirut’scatastrophicexplosion,
hoping to find a survivor after a
pulsingsignalwasdetected.
The searchwas taking place

exactlyamonthsincethemassive
blast that killed andwounded
thousandsofpeopleandtrauma-
tised a country that had already
beensufferingformonthsundera
severeeconomiccrisisandfinan-
cial collapse. Amarch andavigil
wereplannedFriday aswell as a
momentofsilenceat6.08pm,the
moment thatmarked themost
destructive single incident in
Lebanon’shistoryonAug.4.
Thesearchoperationunfold-

ing in Beirut’s historic Mar
Mikhail district on a street once
filled with crowded bars and
restaurants has gripped the na-
tion for the past 24 hours. The
idea, however unlikely, that a
survivorcouldbefoundamonth
later gave hope to people who
followedtheliveimagesontele-
vision,wishing foramiracle.
Searchoperationsfirstbegan

Thursdayafternoonafter a snif-
fer dog belonging to a Chilean
search and rescue team called
TOPOS detected something

while the team was touring
Gemmayzeh andMarMikhail
streets, and rushed toward the
rubble. Images of the black and
white 5-year-old dog named
Flash,wearingredshoes topro-
tect his feet, have circulated on
social media with people de-
scribinghimasahero.
Theteamusedaudiodetection

equipmentforsignalsorheartbeat
and detected what could be a
pulseof18to19beatsperminute.
Theoriginofthepulsingsignalwas
notimmediatelyknownbutitwas
enoughtosetoffthefranticsearch
andraisednewhope.
OnFridaymorning,thebeats

droppedtosevenperminute,ac-
cordingtocommentsmadebya
Chileanvolunteer to localTV.
“Ninety-nine percent there

isn’t anything, but even if there
is less than 1% hope, we should
keeponlooking,”YoussefMalah,
acivil defenseworker, said.AP

STEPHANIENEBEHAY
&EMMAFARGE
GENEVA,SEPTEMBER4

THE WORLD Health
Organisation does not expect
widespreadvaccinationsagainst
Covid-19untilthemiddleofnext
year, a spokeswoman said on
Friday,stressingtheimportance
ofrigorouschecksontheireffec-
tivenessandsafety.
Noneofthecandidatevaccines

inadvancedclinicaltrialssofarhas
demonstrateda“clearsignal”ofef-
ficacy at the level of at least 50%
sought by the WHO, spokes-
womanMargaretHarrissaid.
Russiagrantedregulatoryap-

proval to a Covid-19 vaccine in
Augustafterlessthantwomonths
of human testing, prompting
someWesternexpertstoquestion
itssafetyandefficacy.
USpublichealthofficialsand

PfizerIncsaidonThursdayavac-
cinecouldbereadyfordistribu-
tionassoonaslateOctober.That
would be just ahead of the US
election onNov. 3 inwhich the
pandemic is likely tobeamajor
factor among voters deciding
whether President Donald
Trumpwinsasecondterm.
“Wearereallynotexpectingto

seewidespreadvaccinationuntil
themiddle of next year,” Harris
toldaUNbriefinginGeneva.
“This phase 3 must take

longer becausewe need to see
howtrulyprotectivethevaccine
is andwe also need to see how
safeitis,”sheadded.Thisreferred
to thephase in vaccine research
wherelargeclinicaltrialsamong
peopleareconducted.Harrisdid
not refer to any specific vaccine
candidate.REUTERS

MUJIBMASHAL
&FATIMAFAIZI
KABUL,SEPTEMBER4

THE AFGHAN government said
thatarepeatedlystalledprisoner
swap with the Taliban had
largely been completed
Thursday, potentially removing
thefinalhurdlefordirectnegoti-
ationswiththeinsurgentstoend
thecountry’s longwar.
Preparationshavebeenun-

derway for months in Doha,
Qatar’scapital, for thetwosides
tomeet there and begin nego-
tiating an end to the war. But

the Taliban refused to start
those talks until the Afghan
governmentreleasedthe lastof

5,000 prisoners whom the
UnitedStateshadcommittedto
freeing inadealwith the insur-

gents in February, and instead
intensified its attacks across
Afghanistan.
Javid Faisal, a spokesman for

the Afghan national security
council, saidallbut“afew”of the
400 remainingTalibanhadbeen
freed after the Taliban released
Afghan commandos they had
beenholding.
The remainder are about a

half-dozenprisonerswhoaresaid
tohavekilledAmerican,Australian
andFrenchcitizens,andwhosere-
lease the threecountries lobbied
toblock—evenasotherUSoffi-
cialspushedtheAfghanstospeed
upthefreeingofprisoners.NYT

ALEXANDRAALPER
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBER4

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
strongly denied on Thursday a
magazine report saying he had
spoken disparagingly about
fallen US military personnel
buriedinEuropeanddeclinedto
visitanAmericancemeterydur-
ing a trip to France because he
thought itunimportant.
The Atlantic reported that

Trump,aRepublicanwhoisrun-
ningforre-electionandwhohas
toutedhisrecordhelpingUSvet-
erans, had referred tomarines
buriedinanAmericancemetery
near Paris as “losers” and de-
clined tovisit in2018becauseof
concern that the rain that day
wouldmessuphishair.
Trump told reporters on

Thursday thestorywas false.
“To think that Iwouldmake

statements negative to ourmili-
tary and fallenheroeswhenno-
bodyhasdonewhatI’vedone,”for
theUSarmedforces,Trumpsaid.
“It’satotal lie ... It’sadisgrace.”
ThePresident saidhedidnot

go to the cemetery because
weather prevented a helicopter
flight.Thealternative,alongdrive,
wouldhavemeantgoingthrough
very busy areas of Paris and the
SecretServiceobjected,hesaid.
“The Secret Service toldme,

‘you can’t do it.’ I said, ‘I have to
do it. I want to be there.’ They
said, ‘you can’t do it,’” Trump
said.REUTERS

GEERTDECLERCQ
PARIS,SEPTEMBER4

THERIGHT tomock and carica-
ture, even religion, is an essen-
tial part of being French,
President Emmanuel Macron
said at a naturalisation cere-
mony on Friday, days after the
start of a trial of the accusedac-
complices in an attack by
Islamistgunmenonthesatirical
magazineCharlieHebdoin2015.
IntheParisPantheon,amau-

soleum to France’s heroes,
Macronhandedfivenewcitizens
their French papers in a solemn
ceremonytomarkthe150than-
niversaryof theThirdRepublic.
“Atthestartof thetrialof the

attacksof January2015,Isaythat

tobeFrenchistodefendtheright
to laugh, jest, mock and carica-
ture, of which Voltaire main-

tained that it is the source of all
other rights,”Macronsaid.
More than a dozen defen-

dantswentontrial thisweek for
theirroleinthekillingspreeinthe
Paris offices of Charlie Hebdo,
where12peopledied.Thisweek,
themagazine republished the
caricatures of the Prophet
Mohammadthathadsparkedthe
ireof Islamistmilitants.
Welcoming fivenewcitizens

fromBritain, Algeria, Cameroun,
Peru and Lebanon,Macron said
immigrantshavelongbeenaforce
forgoodinFrance,andnotedthat
the Third Republic was pro-
claimedfromPariscityhallbythe
sonofanItalianimmigrant,Leon
Gambetta,onSept.4,1870.
“Hewas,likeyou,asonof im-

migrants,Frenchofmixedblood.
It was hewho resuscitated the
republic, this reignof freedom,”
Macronsaid.REUTERS

U.S.UNREST

Suspect inPortland
shootingkilledby
officersduringarrest
AuthoritiessayAntifaactivistshotashepulledagunoncops

MichaelReinoehl,48,wasshotdeadashe leftanapartment
buldingandenteredacar,accordingtopolice.AP

JoeBidenspeaksatacommunitymeeting inachurchaftera
weekofunrest inKenosha,Wisconsin.Reuters

Trump denies
report he spoke
disparagingly of
US war dead

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

Biden, in Kenosha,
says US addressing
its ‘original sin’

Rescueteammemberssearchthroughtherubble inBeirutonFriday.Reuters

Rescuers sift Beirut rubble amid
signs of life a month after blast

Widespread
vaccination not
expected until
mid-2021: WHO

Therescueteamused
equipmenttodetect
heartbeatandfound
whatcouldbeapulseof
18to19beatsper
minuteintherubble

MACRONADDRESSESNEWCITIZENSAMIDTRIAL INTOATTACKONCHARLIEHEBDO

‘To be French is to defend right to mock’

FrenchPresidentEmmanuelMacronataceremonyto
celebrate the150thanniversaryof theproclamationof the
Republicat thePantheon, inParisonFriday.Reuters

StepanSvetlovwithhismother,whovisitedhiminWarsaw
onWednesday.NYT

THEAFGHANgovern-
menthasfearedthatthe
US-Talibandealwould
takeawaytwoleverage
pointsthatKabulhadin
anytalkswithTaliban—the
TalibanprisonersandUSpres-
ence.Butnow,withpressure
buildingfromrepeatedTaliban
attacksontheonehand,andUS

entreatiestomakethe
dealworkontheother,
Afghanistanhasre-
leasednearlyallTaliban
prisoners—whichhas

beenthebiggesthurdleto
intra-Afghantalksunderthe
deal.However,thefearinKabul
isTalibanhasalreadybeen
giventoomanyconcessions.

AFGHANISTANGOVTRELEASESMOSTREMAININGTALIBANPRISONERS

Talks set to begin as prisoner swap nearly done
Crossingbiggest post-deal hurdle
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GLOBAL FOODprice inflation is
backinthepositiveterritory.This
isn’tbadnewsfor Indianfarmers
ahead of the harvest season for
kharifcrops,evenasagricultureis
theonlysectorthathasgrown3.4
per cent year-on-year (y-o-y) in
April-Juneamidtheoverallecon-
omycontractingby22.8percent.
TheUNFoodandAgriculture

Organization’s Food Price Index
(FPI) averaged 96.1 points in
August,risingforthethirdsucces-
sivemonth,from91inMay,93.1in
Juneand94.3inJuly.Annualfood
inflationbased on the global in-
dex (base year: 2014-16=100)
stood at 2.24 per cent, up from
-1.23per cent inApril, -3.40per
centinMay,-2.31percentinJune
and-0.85percentinJuly.
Internationalfoodpriceshave

been very volatile for almost a
year. BetweenAugust 2019 and
January2020, inflationbasedon
theFPIsoaredfrom-1.99percent
to9.94percent(seechart).Thein-
dexitself touched102.5points in
January,thehighestsinceDecem-
ber2014,reflectingsupplytightn-
essbuildingupinmanycommod-
ities—frompalmoilandsugarto
rice and skimmedmilk powder
(SMP)—afteraprolongedperiod

of lowproducerrealisations.
ButthenCovid-19struck.Itled

to the FPI crashing from a 61-
month high in January to a 48-
monthlowinMay,asworldfood
tradeanddemandcollapsedwith
most countries imposing lock-
downstocontainthespreadofthe
novelcoronavirus.Athirdstraight
monthof increase in the index is
indicativeofapricerecoverythat
is underway andalready appar-
entinahostofcommodities.
Wheat and soyabean prices

(forthemostactively-tradedfutu-
rescontractsattheChicagoBoard
of Tradeexchange) are currently
at$5.53and$9.66perbushel,re-
spectively, as against their corre-
spondinglevelsof$4.53and$8.68
a year ago. Prices have also gone
upfor rawsugar (12.07centsper
pound from11.19 cents), coffee
(131.2cents/poundversus95.55)
and cocoa ($2,634/tonne versus
$2,245)tradedattheIntercontine-
ntalExchange.Evenpricesof rice

(exportquotesforThaigrainwith
5per cent broken content), SMP
(atNewZealand’sGlobalDairyTr-
adeauctions)andcrudepalmoil
(BursaMalaysiaexchangefutures)
arehigher compared tooneyear
back:$525versus$430pertonne,
$2,663 versus $2,500per tonne,
and 2,891 ringgit versus 2,181
ringgitpertonne,respectively.
The aboveprice recoverybo-

deswell for Indian farmers,who
aresettoharvestabumperkharif
crop on the back of 8.4 per cent
above-normalmonsoon rainfall
andarecord1,095.35lakhhecta-
resareasownsofar.Thisproduce
willstartarrivinginmarketsfrom
the second half of September.
Worldpricesfirmingupshouldat
leastpartlysupportdomesticpro-
ducerrealisations.Althoughcon-
sumer foodprice inflation in July
stood at 9.62 per cent y-o-y, the
corresponding ratebasedon the
wholesalepriceindexforfoodar-
ticleswasonly4.08percent.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER4

GOVERNMENTTHINK-tankNITI
Aayoghasreleasedthedraftofan
architecturethatcouldallowthird
parties access to information
across sectors ranging from fi-
nancetohealthcare,afterseeking
consentof theuser.
InthedraftofDataEmpower-

mentandProtectionArchitecture
(DEPA) released Thursday, the
Aayoghas sought feedback from
stakeholdersbyOctober1.At the
coreoftheproposedarchitecture
istheinstitutionofaconsentman-
agementsystem—whichwillal-
lowthesharingoftheinformation
—withaviewtoprovidebetterfi-
nancial, health and telecom-re-
latedproductsandservicestoin-
dividualsandfirms.“Inanutshell,
DEPAempowerspeopletoseam-
lessly and securely access their
dataandshareitwiththirdparty
institutions,”saidthedraftreport.
Theframeworkisexpectedto

befunctionalforthefinancialsec-
torfrom“fall2020”.Ithadalready
been run in July 2019 through a
closedusergroup-launchbyma-
jor banks. In this sector, the con-
sentmanagerswill be knownas
AccountAggregators(AA).
“Thesectoralreadygenerates

ahighamountof structuredand

interoperable data regulated by
strict standards—making it an
ideal place tobeginoperational-
isingaconsentbaseddatasharing
framework,andseetheimpactof
consenteddata sharingonavail-
ability andaccessibility of finan-
cialproductstonew,morevulner-
ablemarkets,”saidthedraft.
Whileitcomesintheabsence

of overarching data protection
regulations— the PersonalData
ProtectionBill is yet to receive fi-
nal approval— the report claims
that there are “domain specific
laws”thatenabletheDEPAframe-
work.Forinstance,DEPAinthefi-
nancialsectorisbuiltonthefoun-
dationofRBI’sBankingRegulation
ActandanRBIMasterDirective.
“JustasthelaunchofUPItran-

sformedIndia’sdigitalpayments
world irreversibly, it is expected
thattheRBI-drivenAccountAggr-
egator(AA)modelwilltransform
thewayfinancialservicesarede-
liveredthroughauniquearchitec-
tureforconsent-baseddatashar-
ing. In theAAmodel, individuals
canseamlesslysharetheir finan-
cial data for the first time across
banks,insurers,investors,taxcoll-
ectors,andpensionfundsinasafe,
secure, and consentedmanner,”
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant
saidinaforewordtothereport.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

Draft on architecture for
third-party access to data
released, NITI seeks views

Irdai unveils guidelines to allow wellness
features as add-on cover to health policies
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER4

THEINSURANCERegulatoryand
DevelopmentAuthority of India
(Irdai) has unveiled the final
guidelines on allowingwellness
andpreventive features under a
health insurance policy as op-
tionaloradd-oncover.
AccordingtoIrdai,empanelled

hospitals andnetworkproviders
canoffer health services such as
outpatientconsultationsortreat-
ments, pharmaceuticals, health
check-ups/diagnostics including
discountsunderthepolicy.
Theregulatorsaidtheycanis-

sue redeemable vouchers to ob-
tainhealth supplements and re-
deemable vouchers for
membership in yoga centres,
gymnasiums,sportsclubsandfit-
ness centres for participating in

fitnessactivities.
Insurerscanalsoofferdiscou-

nts on premiums or increase in
suminsuredatthetimeofrenew-
alsbasedonwellnessregimefoll-
owedbypolicyholdersinthepre-
ceding policy period, provided
increaseinsuminsuredshouldbe
independentandnotlinkedtothe
cumulativebonusoffered, ifany.
Irdai said insurers shouldnot

publish the tradenamesor trade
logosof thirdpartymerchandise
inanyoftheinsuranceadvertise-
ments,butmayrefertheservices
in generic term.However, insur-
ersshoulddisclosespecific items
of services on theirwebsitewith
necessarydetailsandmayprovide
alinktothisintheirinsurancead-
vertisementandpolicycontracts.
Gurdeep SinghBatra, head—

retail underwriting, Bajaj Allianz
GeneralInsurance,said,“TheIrdai
guidelineson includingwellness

andpreventivefeaturesinhealth
insurance is certainly a positive
step forward for customerswho
cannowproudlyowntheirhealth
insurancepolicies.”
“Itwillallowustorewardcus-

tomers invariousways specified
likediscountedoutpatientconsul-
tations or treatments, pharma-
ceuticals,healthcheck-ups/diag-
nostics,redeemablevouchersfor
health supplement and also
membership in fitness centres,
sportsclubs,etc,”headded.
According to Irdai, insurers

shouldnotacceptanyliabilityto-
wards quality of the services
made available by third parties
and should specify upfront that
thesaidthirdpartyisresponsible
for providing the services stipu-
latedunderthewellnessfeatures
andinsurerisnotliableforanyde-
fectsordeficienciesonthepartof
theserviceprovider.

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER4

ONSEPTEMBER1, stockmar-
kets implementeda transpar-
ent and stringentmechanism
of collecting 20 per cent up-
frontmargin on cashmarket
transactionsandtightenedthe
pledgingsystemtoprotectthe
interests of investors. Though
thenewrules,postponedtwice
earlier,havecreatedsometeethingtroubles
sucharrangingmarginsandsettlementde-
lays, the situation is expected to become
normalinafewdays.

What’sthe20percentmargin
collectionallabout?
MarketregulatorSebididnothaveany

marginrequirementforcashmarkettrans-
actions so far, butnowclientswill have to
cough up 20 per cent of the cost of the
shares and itwill be applicable to buying
andsellingofsecurities.Themarginsfrom

clientswererequiredonlyinthefuturesand
options(F&O)segmenttilllastyearandcash
marginswerenotdemandedfromclients.
It was adjusted by brokers. While the

SecuritiesandExchangeBoard
of India (Sebi) tightened the
marginsnormsduetothemis-
useof securitiesbyunscrupu-
lousbrokersintheindustry,the
newnormshave creatednew
challenges for the brokers.
Investorswill have to pay 20
per cent on the samedayand

thebalanceonthesubsequentday.

Howwillitimpactthepledging
system?
Investorshadlostcroresofrupeesinthe

unauthorizedpledgingofsharesbyKarvy.
The Karvy issue forced the regulator to
tightenthepledgingsystem.Theunautho-
risedpoolingsystemandmanipulationby
brokersusingthepowerof attorney(PoA)
ofclientswillendnow.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

New stock market margin norms:
What do they mean for investors?
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Recovery in global food prices after
slump during lockdowns may help
farmers ahead of bumper kharif harvest

EMPANELLEDHOSPITALS,NETWORKPROVIDERSMAYOFFERSERVICES

BRIEFLY
Possiblelower
GSTforvehicles
NewDelhi:HeavyIndustries
Minister Prakash Javadekar
Friday hinted at a possible
GSTratecutforvehicles.

VILboardnod
toraise`25Kcr
NewDelhi:Vodafone Idea’s
(VIL) boardof directors Fri-
dayclearedplanstoraiseup
toRs25,000crore.PTI

Ratingcutfor4
PSBs:Moody’s
Mumbai:Moody’scut long-
termlocalandforeigncurre-
ncydepositratingsofUnion
BankofIndia,BankofBaroda,
Canara Bank and Bank of
IndiafromBaa3toBa1.ENS

MONTHLYECONOMICREVIEWBYDEPARTMENTOFECONOMICAFFAIRS, FINANCEMINISTRY

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER4

INDIA IMPOSED themost strin-
gentlockdownsamongthecoun-
triesmost affectedby theCovid-
19pandemic,resultinginasharp
contractionof23.9percentinthe
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
growth rate in the April-June
quarter, themonthly economic
review by the Department of
Economic Affairs, Ministry of
Finance,stated.Thelockdownhas
enabled the country to restrain
thepandemic-induceddeathrate
tooneof the lowest intheworld,
andtheeconomyisnowwitness-
ingasharpV-shapedrecovery.
“Relative to these advanced

nations, India’s GDP contraction
at23.9percent is slightlyhigher.
The higher contraction has re-
sulted from the stringent lock-
down that India enforced in the

April-Junequarter.Indiaenforced
themost stringent lockdownas
reflected in the Government
ResponseStringencyIndexdevel-
oped byOxfordUniversity. The
lockdownhasenabledIndiatore-
strain the pandemic induced
deathrate tooneof the lowest in
theworld...ascountriesunlocked
in thequarter starting in July, re-
coveryisunderwayglobally.India,
too, is witnessing a sharp
V-shapedrecovery,” itsaid.
TheMinistry said theworst

seems to be behind as high-fre-
quency indicators showan im-

provementJuneonwards.Though
themacroeconomic indicators
showapath towardsaV-shaped
recovery,uncertaintystillpersists
becauseofthepandemicandthe
resultant impact on the discre-
tionarydemand.
“Residualuncertaintypersists

because of the effect created by
thepandemicontheprecaution-
arymotivetosavewhichsharply
affects the demand for discre-
tionarygoodsandservices.Unlike
previous crises that originated
fromeconomicfactors,theuncer-
tainty in the current crisis stems
fromhealth factors originating
fromthepandemic.Asaresult,the
uncertainty on discretionary
items is likely to influencerecov-
ery,”thereportsaid.
ThearrivaloftheCovidvaccine

would signal the endof this un-
certainty andbring backdiscre-
tionaryconsumptiontopre-Covid
levels, itadded.

Thereportnotedthatvarious
high frequency indicators point
towardsaV-shapedrevivalineco-
nomic activity— including auto
sales,tractorsales, fertilizersales,
railway freight traffic, steel con-
sumption&production, cement
production,powerconsumption,
e-waybills, GST revenue collec-
tion,dailytollcollectionsonhigh-
ways,retailfinancialtransactions,
manufacturingPMI,performance
of core industries, capital inflows
andexports.
Even thoughpublic finances

havebeenstretched,government
consumption spendinghaspro-
videdameasureofrelief,withthe
centralgovernment’srevenueex-
penditure, net of interest pay-
ments andmajor subsidies, hav-
ing risen by 33.7 per cent in the
firstquarteroftheyear.Thespen-
dinghasbeingsupportedbygross
marketborrowingsbytheCentre
rising toRs5.84 lakh croreup to

August 21, 2020, which is 1.72
times the amount raised in the
sameperiodlastyear.Alongwith
theprospectsofaV-shapedrecov-
ery,thereporthighlightedthedis-
connect between real economy
and financialmarkets aswell as
thepossibilityofcapital flight.
“Risktakingsentimenthasre-

turnedwithglobalanddomestic
equitymarketsonanuntamedre-
coverypath, reachingpre-Covid
highsandrecoupingmostoftheir
losses. The recent gushof liquid-
ityinemergingmarkets isdriven
by low interest rates, unprece-
dentedmonetaryprimingbyma-
jorglobalcentralbanksandopti-
mistic prospects of Covid-19
vaccine. Stockmarketsarederiv-
ing their inexplicable buoyancy
fromthisglobalsurplusliquidity...
This, however, raises concernsof
an underlying disconnect be-
tween the real and financial sec-
tors,” itsaid.

Rajiv Lall resigns as IDFC First
Bank non-executive chairman
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER4

RAJIVBLall,non-executivechair-
manof IDFCFirstBank,onFriday
resignedwith immediate effect,
citingpersonalhealthissues.
The lender said Lall “has ten-

deredhisresignationasPart-Time
Non-ExecutiveChairmanfromthe
Boardof theBankwith immedi-
ateeffectcitinghehasbeendeal-
ingwithhis prolongedpersonal
healthissuesforawhilenow.”
WhileLallwasthefounderMD

andCEOof the IDFCBank since

October2015,heceasedtobethe
MDandCEO after the bank got
merged with Capital First in
December2018.He took the role
ofnon-executivechairmanof the
merged entity IDFC First Bank.
Earlier, hewas theCEOand then
executivechairmanofIDFCLtd.
On July20,The IndianExpress

reported that IDFCBank (under
Lall’s tenureasMDandCEO)had
letoutpremiumspaceinitsSouth
MumbaiofficetoAsiaSocietyIndia
Centre, anot-for-profit organisa-
tion, headedbyLall’swifeBunty
Chand, from 2015 to 2018, at a
nominalrentofRe1amonth.

BPCL plans to
offer 2% stake
to employees
through ESOPs

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER4

THEBOARDofdirectorsofBharat
PetroleumCorporationLtd(BPCL)
on Friday decided to offer 2 per
centstakeinthecompanytoem-
ployees throughEmployeeStock
Options(ESOPs),pendingapproval
byshareholdersinthecompany’s
annualgeneralmeeting.
According to sources, all em-

ployeesofBPCLwhohaveworked
forthecompanyforatleast5years,
numberingaround10,000,willbe
offeredESOPsunderthescheme.
ESOPs are options given to em-
ployees topurchasesharesof the
company, often, at a discounted
ratefrommarketvalue.
“Theemployeeswillbeoffered

thesharesatatwo-thirdsdiscount
from the average shareprice for
theprecedingsixmonthsfromthe
dateof theannual generalmeet-
ing,”saidasource.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER4

TOPRIORITISE government ex-
penditureamid falling revenues,
theFinanceMinistryonFridayan-
nouncedmeasurestofurthercur-
tail non-development expendi-
tureandbannedcreationof new
posts inministries and depart-
ments. Thegovernmenthas also
bannedexpenditureonprinting
of books anddocuments on im-
portedpaper andaskeddepart-
ments to reduce the number of
consultantsappointedbythemfor
variouspurposes.
“ln thecontextof thepresent

fiscalsituationandtheconsequent
pressureongovernmentresources
thereisaneedforfurthereconomy
and rationalisationof non-prior-
ityexpenditure,whileprotecting
andpreservingpriorityexpendi-

ture,” the Department of
Expendituresaidinanofficeorder.
Withregardtoadministrative

expenditure, theDepartment of
Expenditure, under the Finance
Ministry, saidnoprintingorpub-
lishingofbooks,publications,doc-
umentswillbedoneonimported
paper, exceptwhere printing is
doneabroadbyIndianmissions.
“Expenditures on functions

suchascelebrationsofFoundation
Dayetc,shouldbediscouragedorif
feltnecessarybeappropriatelycur-
tailed. Inanycase, travel for such
functionsandprovisionofbagsor
mementosshouldbeavoided,”the
ministrysaid. Itaskedallthemin-
istries/departmentstocarryouta

reviewof the individual consult-
antsappointedbytheminconso-
nance with the provisions of
GeneralFinancialRulesandreduce
numberofconsultantstothemin-
imumrequirement.
It said therewill be a banon

creatingnewposts, exceptwith
approval of the Expenditure
Department.“Ifanyposthasbeen
created after July 1, 2020, under
delegated powers or authority,
withoutapprovalof Expenditure
Departmentandhavenotyetbeen
filled,thensuchpostsshallnotbe
filled.Ifitisdeemedabsolutelyes-
sentialtofillthem,proposalsmay
be sent for approval of Depar-
tmentofExpenditure,”itsaid.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER4

GIVENTHEmassivedisruptionin
theeconomyduetoCovid-19,the
15th Finance Commissionwill
consider a suggestion to recom-
mend a range instead of a fixed
numberforfiscaldeficitanddebt-
to-GDPratioinitsreportforaward
periodofFY22-FY26,Commission
ChairmanNKSinghsaidonFriday.
“Wedorecognisethatgivinga

rangeboth for the Centreandan
equally that for thestatesmaybe
moreintunewiththerealitythan
givingafixedpointduetothefact
that a more certain world has
moved toa somewhatmoreun-
certainworld,” Singh saidafter a
meetingof theCommission’sad-
visorycouncil.Manymembersof
the advisorypanel suggested to
considerarange for thekeyfiscal
targetssimilartotheoneonretail
inflation(4%plus/minus2%)setby

theMonetaryPolicyCommittee.
“Weneed tobemindful that

givingarangealwayshaveadeep
inclination toonlyoperate at the
upper endof the range. But,we
willbegivingameantargetincase
wedodecide,”Singhsaid.
Accordingto theFRBMman-

date, the Centre’s fiscal deficit is
tobe3percentofGDP,however,
thathaseludedinthepastdecade
with resetting of targetmultiple
times.FE

FinMin cuts non-priority expenditure,
new posts amid slump in revenues

Thereporthighlighted
thedisconnectbetween
realeconomyand
financialmarketsas
wellasthepossibilityof
capital flight

‘HighGDPcontractionduetostrict lockdown,
economywitnessingsharpV-shaped recovery’ ENSECONOMICBUREAU

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER4

THESENSEXonFridayplungedby
634points in a sell-off triggered
bytheplungeonWallStreet,Indo-
Chinabordertensionsandtheex-
cessive speculative overbought
positionindomesticstocks.While
the Sensex closed 1.6 per cent
lowerat38,357.18,theNifty50lost
194pointstocloseat11,333.85.
Followingtheovernightcrash

to the tune of 2 to 3 per cent on
Wall Street onThursday,mainly
ledbytechstocks,emergingmar-
ketstooopenedintheredFriday.
“The domesticmarkets almost
fully reflected the fall in theUS

markets.Theseeminglyenhanced
levelofgeo-politicaltensionsand
the concerns over themarkets
running ahead of the economic
realitiesarefactorsthatmaybeof
consequencetothecourseof the
markets in comingweeks,” said

JosephThomas,headofresearch,
EmkayWealthManagement.
Shrikant Chouhan, executive

vice president, Kotak Securities,
said,“Bearstookcompletecontrol
ofthemarketonFriday.Thisweek
hasbeenavolatileonewithamo-
mentumofabout500points.The
gap down at the opening was
largely due toweak globalmar-
kets.Onthedomestic front,met-
als,bankingandrealitystocksreg-
isteredsteepsellingpressureand
maintained negative stance
throughouttheday.”
Thebroadermarketparticipa-

tion alsowitnessed sellingpres-
sureasover1,100stocksclosedon
thenegativesidewhereasaround
430closedonapositivenote.

Border tension, global headwinds
pull Sensex down by 634 points

TheBSE inMumbai. File

Finance Commission to
consider recommending
a range for fiscal deficit

15thFinanceCommission
ChairmanNKSingh. File
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Roorkee (Purchaser) invites online bids under e-procurement system from eligible bid-
ders for the supply and installation of Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy
(FTIR Microscope) Imaging System- 01 Unit. Bidders, who are interested to submit
bids, may visit https://eprocure.gov.in (Through Central Public Procurement Portal
only) and the entire bid document is also available at our Website
www.nihroorkee.gov.in

For any clarification, please communicate to the following: QcS·ff¿f/ Tel : 91-1332-
249230, 249234, R` ¢Àf/ Fax : 91-1332-272123, 273976, BÊ¸fZ»f/ e-mail:
surjeet.nihr@gov.in

SXfáXÑe¹f ªf»fd½fÄff³f ÀfaÀ±ff³f, øYOXÞIYe
(ªf»f Vfd¢°f ¸faÂff»f¹f, ªf»f ÀfaÀff²f³f, ³fQe d½fIYfÀf AüSX ¦fa¦ff ÀfaSXÃf¯f d½f·ff¦f IZY

Aa°f¦fÊ°f ·ffSX°f IYe ÀfûÀff¹fMXe)

IFB Publish Date 02.09.2020 up to 1100 Hours

Commencement of viewing & downloading
bid document from https://eprocure.gov.in

03.09.2020 from 1700 Hours

Pre-Bid Meeting Date 16.09.2020 at 1100 Hours

Last Date & Time of Bid submission 05.10.2020 up to 1700 Hours

Technical Bid Opening Date & Time 06.10.2020 at 1700 Hours

IiY¹f Ad²fIYfSXe /Purchase Officer

HIMACHAL PRADESH
STATE ELECTRONICS DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION LIMITED
1st & Ground Floor, I.T. Bhawan, Mehli, Shimla-171013

Tel. No. 0177-2623259, 2623513, 2626320, 2623513 2623043
FAX: 0177-2626320 , Website: www.hpsedc.in

No: HPSEDC/ST/Aadhar-Tablets/2k20 Date: 03.09.2020

e-TENDER NOTICE
e-Tenders are invited from the eligible bidders, for procurement of

about 142 Nos. Aadhar Enrolment Tablets to be delivered and
installed in the O/o Department of Information Technology Shimla.

Pre-bid meeting will be held on 07.09.2020 at 11.00 A.M. through
video conference. Last date for online e-Bid Submission is
21.09.2020 (upto 02.30 P.M.) and shall be opened on 22.09.2020 at
2.30 P.M. Detailed Tender Document containing Technical
Specifications and Terms & Conditions are available on HPSEDC
website www.hpsedc.in and https://hptenders.gov.in.

GENERAL MANAGER (TECHNICAL)0363/HP

INVITATION TO TENDER
The Commandant, 98 Bn, CRPF, Wayen,
Kupwara, J&K (U.T.) invites sealed
quotations under two bid system
(Technical and Financial Bid) for partial
armouring (Fabrication) of Tata Truck.
Details can be accessed at
www.crpf.gov.in / www.eprocure.gov.in

davp 19111/11/0087/2021

AUCTION NOTICE
1. Public Auction of various types of condemned vehicles viz,

Gypsies Ambassador Cars, Motor Cycles, Esteem Car, Trucks,
Medium Motor vehicles (ST/HT), Sumo, Bus and condemned/
un-serviceable MT Stores/Equipment Items/Clothing items etc.
viz. Tyres, Tubes, Batteries, Spare Parts, etc. held on the stocks
of J&K Police Department shall be conducted in the premises of
PCR Srinagar w.e.f. 07.10.2020 to 09.10.2020 at 11.00 hours.

2. The prospective bidders shall have to make Security Deposit of
Rs. 15,000/- (Fifteen Thousand only) in cash with SSP PTWS
Srinagar or can also deposit in cash on the spot as well for par-
ticipating in the auction, which shall be refundable after the con-
clusion of auction.

3. The condemned vehicles/un-serviceable stores shall be auc-
tioned to the highest bidder on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS”. The
successful bidder shall have to pay 25% amount of the accepted
bid on the spot in cash and shall have to pay the remaining
amount in cash within seven days after the conclusion of auction,
failing which 15% per annum will be charged as penalty on the
total accepted bid amount upto two months and thereafter the
Security Deposit and 25% of bid amount will stand forfeited.

4. The successful bidder shall have to lift the auctioned
vehicles/store items, within 15 (Fifteen) days positively at his
own cost, after which the Department shall not be responsible
for the watch and ward of the auctioned vehicles/stores. GST and
other Taxes/Surcharges, if any, shall be charged extras, as appli-
cable under rules.

5. The Chairman of the Auction Committee reserves the right to
accept or reject any bid without assigning any reasons and his
decision shall be final and binding in all matters relating to the
auction.

6. Auction will be conducted by Govt. Auctioneer in presence of
Auction Committee.

7. The items to be auctioned will be displayed at the venue (PCR
Srinagar) from 30.09.2020 to 05.10.2020 for prospective bidders.

8. All the bidders shall have to deposit a copy of their proof of iden-
tity (Aadhaar Card, Pan Card, Passport etc.) with SSP PTWS
Srinagar, before the auction process is initiated.

9. Other conditions, if any, will be announced before conducting the
auction by the Govt. Auctioneer or by the Chairman of the Auction
Committee on the spot as well.

Sd/-
Inspector General of Police,

Technical Services, J&K, Srinagar
(Chairman Auction Committee)

DIPK-5088

No. PHQ/MT/Auc/01/2020/8297
Dated: 03.09.2020

J&K POLICE HEADQUARTERS
Website: www.jkpolice.gov.in Srinagar: 0194-2431435 (Off)/2443017 (Fax)
E-mail: igptech@jkpolice.gov.in Jammu: 0191-2458921 (Off)/2458920 (Fax)

EXTENSION NOTICE
Due to administrative reasons, the last of date for

submission of on-line bids & opening of Technical
bids against NIT No: 28 of 2020 dated 07.07.2020
floated by this Hqrs for procurement of Inventory
Management System is re-scheduled as under:-

1. Last date of receipt of tenders = 10.09.2020
upto 1800 hours

2. Date of opening of technical bids = 12.09.2020 at
1100 hours.

The other terms and conditions of the NIT shall
remain the same.

Sd/-
Rayees Mohammad Bhat, (IPS)

AIG (Provision/Transport)
For Director General of Police,

J&K, Srinagar.
DIPK-5068

No. Prov-II//Elect-7/2020-21/36646-5

Dated: 02.09.2020

JAMMU & KASHMIR POLICE HEADQUARTERS
Phone/Fax No. : 0194-2443031/2443032 (Sgr) Website: www.jkpolice.gov.in

0191-2459029/2459255 (Jmu) E-mail: phqjk@nic.in

EXTENSION NOTICE
Due to administrative reasons, the last of date for

submission of on-line bids against NIT No: 26 of
2020 dated 19.06.2020 floated by this Hqrs for pro-
curement of Welfare Accounts Management
System is re-scheduled as under:-

1. Last date of receipt of tenders = 09.09.2020
upto 1800 hours

2. Date of opening of technical bids = 11.09.2020 at
1100 hours.

The other terms and conditions of the NIT shall
remain the same.

Sd/-
Rayees Mohammad Bhat, (IPS)

AIG (Provision/Transport)
For Director General of Police,

J&K, Srinagar.
DIPK-5064

No. Prov-II//Elect-34/2019-20/36634-42

Dated: 02.09.2020

POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU & KASHMIR SRINAGAR
Phone/Fax No. : 0194-2443031/2443032 (Sgr) Website: www.jkpolice.gov.in

0191-2459029/2459255 (Jmu) E-mail: phqjk@nic.in

GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION
Mechanical Engineering Department

DIPR/3320/Tender/2020

E-Tender is invited for the following work by Superintending
Engineer (Mech), (Head Quarters) as per tender condi�on

Name of Work Qty. EMD
Last date

and �me of
submission

Purchase of Ba�ery Operated
Vehicles with Lithium Ion Ba�ery
(Package 1)

94 Package 1
Rs. 2,07,000/-

14.10.2020
@ 3.00 P.M

Purchase of Ba�ery Operated
Vehicles with Lithium Ion Ba�ery
(Package 2 to 7)

Each
package
227

Package 2 to 7
Each

Rs. 4,99,400/-
Purchase of Ba�ery Operated
Vehicles with Lithium Ion Ba�ery
(Package 8)

228 Package 8
Rs. 5,01,600/-

Superintending Engineer (Mechanical)

M.E.D.C.No.M1/2365 & 2194/2019
E- Tender No�ce

Tender details can be downloaded from: h�p://tntenders.gov.in

GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)

Regd. Office : Block No. 14/1, Dr. Jivraj Mehta
Bhavan, Sector-10, Gandhinagar

� 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257698

Tenders are invited online from reputed Manufactures/formula-
tors /Authorized Distributors/direct importers for purchase of
(1) Remdesivir Injection 100mg, (2) Tablet Favipiravir 200
mg Interested manufacture/company/Authorized dealer are
invited to send Quotations of items along with their drug
license, Name of manufacturer for particular drug and copy of
WHOGMP certificate of manufacturer requested to submit the
tender through e-tender process. All tender documents can be
downloaded free on the website: https://gmscl.nprocure.co
& Tender Notice is available on, https://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in
and this office notice board.
Duration of Downloading of tender document (online) :-
03/09/2020 to 10/09/2020 up to 15.55 Hrs.
Last date for Submission (online): 10/09/2020 upto 18-00
HRS.
Last date for Submission of Physical document : 11/09/2020
upto 18-00 HRS
Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 14/09/2020 At 15-00
HRS.

INF/799/20-21 MANAGING DIRECTOR

EMERGENCY TENDER NOTICE: DRUG-08/2020-21
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20
FRANCE ’KEEPERMANDANDATESTSPOSITIVE

France goalkeeper Steve Mandanda has been withdrawn from the squad ahead of upcoming
matches after testing positive for the coronavirus. The whole squad and staff underwent a
test on Wednesday afternoon and Mandanda's result came back positive for Covid-19
following a second test to confirm it. AP

Barcelonasuperstarendsspeculationabouthis futurebyannouncingthathewill staywith theclub

TARIQPANJA
SEPTEMBER4

LIONELMESSI is still angrywith Barcelona.
Heisstill frustratedwithBarcelona.But, ina
suddenanddramaticreversal,hesaidFriday
that he is not prepared to go to war with
Barcelonaand, so,will stayafterall.
In a decision he announced in an inter-

viewwith thewebsite Goal, Messi said he
hadwithdrawn a letter announcing his in-
tention to leave Barcelona andwould stay
with the football club that he has called
homeforhisentireprofessional career.
The decision is an abrupt about-face for

Messi,whoonAugust25 informedtheclub
inwritingthathewouldexerciseaclause in
his contract that allowed him to leave the
clubunilaterally. It also spares the teamthe
embarrassment of losing itsmost beloved,
andmost valuable, asset without receiving
a transfer fee.

All’s notwell yet
But itmay do little to resolvemonths of

turmoilatBarcelona,adownwardspiralthat
has involved coaching changes, boardroom
intrigue and public bickering. The club
reachedanadirwithahumbling8-2defeat
at the hands of the German champion
BayernMunich in the quarterfinals of the
ChampionsLeague lastmonth.
The announcement that hewould stay

came hours afterMessi’s father and agent,
Jorge, had appeared to double downon the
player’s stated intention to leave, and after
theSpanishleaguehaddeclareda€700mil-
lion release clause inMessi’s contract was
valid.Thatsetthestageforanuglylegalfight
betweentheplayerandtheclub,andMessi,
inhis interviewwithGoal,appearedtoback
awayrather than faceBarcelona incourt.

Mincing nowords
“Iwouldnevergotowaragainsttheclub

ofmy life,”Messi said.
But themanner of Messi’s decision and

thecontentiouslanguageheusedevenashe
confirmed his decision to stay at Barcelona
pilesyetmorepressureontheclub’sembat-
tledpresident JosepMariaBartomeu.Messi
said Bartomeu, already under pressure be-

causeof a spateof uglyboardroomdramas,
renegedonapromise to lethimleaveat the
endof last season.
“I wasn’t happy and I wanted to leave,”

Messi said in theGoal interview. “I havenot
beenallowed this in anywayand Iwill stay
attheclubsoasnottogetintoalegaldispute.

The management of the club led by
Bartomeu isadisaster.”
Headded: “I thoughtandwassure that I

was free to leave; thepresident always said
thatattheendof theseasonIcoulddecideif
Istayedornot.Nowtheyclingtothefactthat
I didnot say it before June10,when it turns
outthatonJune10wewerecompetingforLa
Liga in themiddle of this awful coronavirus
andthisdiseasealteredall theseason.”
It isnot the first timeMessihas reversed

course. The forward caused hysteria in his
homelandin2016whenhequitthenational
team, citinghis frustrationwith the federa-
tion. But less than twomonths later, amid
pleas from teammates, fans and even the
country’spresident,Messichangedhismind.

NEWYORKTIMES

Citing personal
reasons,
Harbhajan
pulls out of IPL
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER4

OFF-SPINNER Harbhajan Singh has pulled
outof theupcomingIndianPremierLeague
(IPL) citing personal reasons. After Suresh
Raina’s departure last week, the 40-year-
old has become the second high-profile
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) player to pull
out of the tournament.
“DearFriendsIwillnotbeplayingIPLthis

year due to personal reasons. These are dif-
ficulttimesandIwouldexpectsomeprivacy
asIspendtimewithmyfamily.@ChennaiIPL
CSKmanagement has been extremely sup-
portive and I wish them a great IPL,”
HarbhajanpostedonTwitter.
CSKarestandingbyHarbhajan.“Harbhajan

Singh informedushewon’t be available due
topersonalreasons.TeamChennaiSuperKings
issupportiveofhisdecisionandstandsbyhim
andhisfamilyduringthesetestingtimes,”CSK
chief executive Kasi Viswanathan stated
throughthefranchise’sofficialTwitterhandle.
It is learnt that the teammanagement

will have a meeting to “reassess the road
ahead”, in terms of seeking a replacement.
The three-time IPL champions still have
Imran Tahir, Ravindra Jadeja, Mitchell
Santner,PiyushChawlaandKarnSharmaas
their frontlinespinners.
Harbhajan joined CSK from Mumbai

Indiansin2018andoverthepastcoupleofsea-
sons he accounted for 23 wickets in 24
matches. He, in fact, had a strong season in
2019,taking16wicketsataneconomyrateof
a littleover7.Overall,Harbhajan isoneof the
most successful bowlers in the IPLwith 150
scalps, only behindLasithMalinga (170) and
AmitMishra(157).
Harbhajan, one of India’s finest off-spin-

nerseverwith417Testwickets,didn’tattend
CSK’spre-departurecampinChennaiandalso
didn’t travelwith the teamtoDubai. Several
membersoftheCSKcontingent,includingtwo
cricketers, had tested coronaviruspositive in
Dubai ahead of the IPL in the United Arab
Emirates. The team then suffered another
blow,asRainadecidedtoreturnhomedueto
personalreasons.

No Messy exit

CROSSWORD4216

ACROSS
1 Extensiveproperty (10)
6 Feathered, theyskimthe
water (4)

10 Iheldout for foreigncapital
(5)

11 Promoteamurdererand
causeuproar (5,4)

12 Paper that’sbought tobe
thrownaway(8)

13 Ladthat is treatedrightmay
becomeperfect (5)

15 Morethanoneplayer is in
newboots (7)

17 Oldwoman,maybea
grandma(7)

19 Changegears,pointsand
lubricants (7)

21 Aviationspirit (7)
22 Icomplainwhenshereturns
(5)

24 One isnotexpectedto liveon
them(4,4)

27 Insultingattack (9)
28 It’s said inFrance tobethe
same(5)

29 Portarea (4)
30 Justnow-or justChristmas?
(7,3)

DOWN
1 Limitsone’sambitions (4)
2 Musketeer’s call foranon-
sharepolicy? (3,3,3)

3 Whathedoes isappropriate
(5)

4 Clergymencurseatchanges
(7)

5 Put it in logwhenworking(7)
7 Unable tosleepbecauseof an
all-nightparty (5)

8 Peoplehaving itagree-not to
marry?(6,4)

9 Hemaynot likewomen.Bet
Alicecanchangehim(8)

14 Ghastlywomanauthorwith
blueveins (10)

16 Meetings thathaveno
standing?(8)

18 Verypleasedwith the lamp
indeed(9)

20 At leasthe’sprivate (7)
21 Effusiveoilproducers?
(7)

23 Bid forachestwithouta top
(5)

25 Leftportwithcargo(5)
26 Reproduction is somematter
forprinters (4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Monetarymatters
are again
highlighted,which
couldmean that

this is a fine day for a spot of
uncontrollable extravagance.
On adeeper psychological
level you are driven by aneed
to feel appreciated and
valued.Honestly, you
probably deserve a little
extra attention.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
TheMoonenables
you to actwith
sensitivity and
compassion, and

this really is a case of least said,
soonestmended. Youmay
turn your attention to friends
and lovedoneswhoneed your
support, not a ticking off.
Respect authority by all
means, but don’t be cowed
by it.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Discretionmaybe
thebetterpartof
valour, at least for
another twenty-four

hours.Athomeyouare likely to
be inacrusadingmoodand, if
aroused,youwill fightother
people’sbattlesas if theywere
yourown.Watchout thatyou
don’t shoulder toomuch
responsibility, though.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Youmaywell feel
that relations,
friends and even
business associates

have beenunreasonable, not
to say unkind.However, over
thenextweekor so, youwill
begin to seehowyou can gain
theupper hand, especially in
cashmatters. If youdo get an
advantage, use itwisely.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Your confidence is
set to rise - a
processwhich you
can aid. If you

abandon lingeringpride, you
will begin to realise that
nobodyhas genuinely
offendedor slighted you.
Perhaps you should give a
partner the benefit of the
doubt. You know itmakes
sense.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Evencurrentbattles
overmattersof
principleshoulddo
little todentyour

interests. Inaffairsof theheart,
youshouldconcentrateon
friendshiprather than intensity
andpassion. If you’re inan
extravagantmood,youmay
nowspendonpleasurerather
thannecessities.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
It’san imaginative
moment, andartistic
andcreative types
shouldredouble

theirefforts. This includesallof
youtosomeextent, forwhat is
commontoyoursign isan
ability toperformevery task
withoriginalandexpressive
flare.What’smore,your
valuableexperience isalso
coming intoplaynow.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
It isperhapstoo
muchtoexpect
partnersto
compromise.But,

then,whyshouldthey?Youmay
haveaverygoodinstinctfor
whatisrightingeneral,but
othershaveamuchmore
appropriatenotionofwhatis
bestinparticularcircumstances.
Listenwell, foryoumighthear
somethingofvalue!

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
It’sadayforwork.
Thisdoesn’t
necessarilymeanthat
you’llbetiedto

routinechores,butitdoes
indicatethatthemost
appropriateleisureactivitieswill
bethosethatkeepyouactive-
andinvolvenewskills.Infact,you
mightfindthataprivateinterest
couldbringfinancialprofit.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Giveapriorityto
pleasuretoday.It’s
definitelyamoment
togetoutandabout

andallsportingandcompetitive
typesarefavoured.Youcould
wellbereadyfor
aquietevening,or, ifyou’re
goingout,somesortof
seriousentertainment.Old-
fashionedpleasurescouldbe
mostattractive.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Encouraging
planetaryaspects
relatetomoneyand
tofamilyaffairs. Ifany

sortofdomesticspendingison
thecards,evenifyou’reinthe
housingmarket,theindications
areexceedinglypositiveindeed.
Thebestrelationshipsarebased
aroundsharedactivitiesrather
thanrawpassion.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
There’sasortof
growingexuberance
today,perhapsa
senseofanticipation.

Youmayhearlong-awaited
personalnewsbut,if itdoesn’t
arrive,youshouldtakethe
initiative.Youremotions
continuetobenefitfromsmooth
Venusianinfluencesandmature
Saturnineinstincts.
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DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Nobodyeverdid,oreverwill,escapethe_____ofhischoices.-AlfredA.Montapert(12)

SOLUTION:GEESE,NOSEY,HAUNCH,QUINCE
Answer:Nobodyeverdid,oreverwill,escapetheconsequencesofhischoices.
-AlfredA.Montapert

GSEEE AHHCNU

EYNOS EINUCQ

SolutionsCrossword4215:Across:1Reserve,5Regal,8Tailoring,9Fan,10Rare,12
Smashhit,14Drawer,15Metric,17Setsfree,18Beta,21Rue,22Aftermath,24Defoe,
25Legends.Down:1Rotor,2Ski,3Room,4Enigma,5Register,6Gifthorse,7Lunatic,11
Roastbeef,13Selfsame,14Desired,16Mental,19Ashes,20Drag,23Ann.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

DAYSAFTERdroppingthebombshellthathe
wanted to leave Barcelona, LionelMessi on
Friday said, rather reluctantly, hewill con-
tinue playing for his childhood club for at
least onemore year.Messi's decision, how-
ever, seems forced thanbeingoutof choice.
In an interview to Goal, the Argentine for-
ward said the reason he has changed his
mindisbecausehewould ‘nevergotocourt
againstBarca’.
On August 26,Messi sent a burofax – a

court-recognisedserviceinSpainusedtosend
secure documents – to Barcelona,
stating he wanted to trigger the
clausethatallowedhimtoleavethe
clubattheendofany0season.
The clause was inserted in his

contract last September and it al-
lowedMessi to unilaterally leave
the club at the end of each season.
The only conditionwasMessi had
toinformtheclubofhisintentionbeforeJune
10 each year, considering that the season
usuallyendsbythefirstweekof June.Andif
Messichoseto leaveBarcelonawithoutgiv-
ing thenotice,his suitorswouldhavetopay
the Catalan side €700million, which is the
forward’sbuyout fee.

The legal dilemma
Theheftybuyoutpackage, coupledwith

Messi’s annualwage of $156million a year,
madeanormal,off-seasontransferunafford-
ableformostclubs.So,Messi toldBarcelona
hewanted to leave, citing the exit clause in
his contract.
Barcelona, however, did not play ball.

Messi told Goal in an interview: “I thought
andwassurethatIwasfreetoleave,thepres-
ident always said that at the endof the sea-
sonIcoulddecideif Istayedornot.Nowthey
cling to the fact that I did not say it before
June10,whenitturnsoutthatonJune10we
were competing for La Liga in themiddleof
this awful coronavirus and this disease al-
teredall theseason.”

The conflicting stand takenbyboth sides
meant the situation could be solved only if

Messi took the club to the
court. That, however, would
have been a long-drawn
processandgiventhatthefoot-
ball season in Europe begins
laterthismonth,acourtbattle
would not have served any-
one’spurpose. “Therewasan-
otherway and itwas to go to

trial," he said. “I would never go to court
againstBarcabecauseit istheclubthatI love,
whichgavemeeverythingsinceIarrived.”

The future
Does this mean Messi will leave

Barcelona after the endof the 2020-21 sea-
son?Thatcannotbesaidforsure.Itisevident
thatMessiwantedtoleavetheclubbecause
of his issues with the board and president
JosepBartomeu inparticular. That does not
change. Itwas reported that a reunionwith
his formermanager Pep Guardiola was on
the cards after it emerged thatManchester
City had lined up a bid to sign him. From
Messi’s statements, it is evident that he
wanted to leave Barcelona and it was only
the complications in the exit clause that
madehimstay.
“… this is the reasonwhy I amgoing to

continue in the club. Now I am going to
continue in theclubbecause thepresident
told me that the only way to leave was to
paythe€700millionclause,andthat this is
impossible.” ENS

Reality of legal battle kept
Messi from leaving

OnAugust25,LionelMessihadinformedtheclubinwritingthathewouldexercise
aclauseinhiscontractthatallowedhimtoleavetheclubunilaterally. Reuters

E●EX
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Iwasn’t happyand Iwanted to
leave. I havenotbeenallowed this
inanywayand Iwill stayat theclub
soasnot toget intoa legal dispute.
Themanagementof theclub ledby
Bartomeu isadisaster.”

LIONELMESSI
BARCELONAFORWARD

Itwasreportedthatareunion
withhis formermanagerPep
Guardiolawasonthecardsafter
itemergedthatCityhadlinedup
abidtosignhim.

New Delhi
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