SThelndianEXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SSSSSSSSS

vasiRAM & RAVL

The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
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analysis through the day on
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SC dismisses
review pleas,
JEE, NEET
remain on
schedule

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

CLEARING THE way for NEET
and JEE (Main), the Supreme
Court Friday dismissed a clutch
of petitions, including one filed
by Ministers from six
Opposition-ruled states, seeking
areview of its August 17 order
that allowed the entrance exams
for medical and engineering
courses to be conducted.

“We have carefully gone
through the review petitions and
the connected papers. We find no
merit in the review petitions and
the same are accordingly dis-
missed,” aBench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan and B R Gavai said.

The review petitions were
considered in-chamber. The JEE
(Main) started on September 1
and will continue till September
6, while NEET will be held on
September 13.

Ofthe 4,58,521 students who
had registered for the JEE (Main),
3,43,958 had appeared for the
exam till September 3.

Intheir plea, the six Ministers
from Maharashtra, Punjab, West
Bengal, Jharkhand, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh had referred to
the rise in Covid cases and said
that a two-month delay would
give the government time “to
put in place an adequate

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

ON SCO SIDELINES, DEFENCE MINISTERS MEET FOR 2 HRS, 20 MINUTES

Rajnath, China minister talk, Foreign Secy
says situation unprecedented since 1962

First time in40
years, liveslost...
will notyield on
territory, open to
dialogue: Shringla
SHUBHAJIT ROY

& KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

HOURS AFTER Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla de-
scribed the situation along the
Line of Actual Control in Ladakh
as “unprecedented” since the
1962 war with China, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and his
Chinese counterpart General
Wei Fenghe held a meeting
Friday night in Moscow to try
and resolve the border crisis.

Singh and Wei met for 2
hours and 20 minutes on the
sidelines of a gathering of
Defence Ministers of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation. Wei had sought a
meeting with Singh on
Thursday, days after Indian
troops occupied strategic
heights on the south bank of
Pangong Tso and Rechin La.

India hopes this changed sit-
uation on the ground in Ladakh
will make the Chinese return to
the disengagement talks table.
The Chinese have been reluctant
to step back from the Pangong
Tso north bank and Gogra Post
after crossing points which India
says mark the LAC.

Ahead of the meeting at

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh meets his Chinese counterpart, Wei Fenghe, in Moscow on Friday. ANI

along LAC, situation tense but troops prepared

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

ARMY CHIEF General M M
Naravane, who has been review-
ing operational preparedness in
eastern Ladakh after Indian
troops occupied heights to thwart
Chinese manoeuvres, Friday said
the situation along the Line of
Actual Control is “tense”.

He said Indian actions have
only been along the LAC — this
was his way of countering

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

General M M Naravane in Ladakh on Friday. ANI

BUSINESS AS USUAL

Showik Chakraborty arrives for questioning at the Narcotics
Control Bureau office in Mumbai on Friday. Ganesh Shirsekar

Rhea brother, Rajput aide
held, NCB says probing
Bollywood ‘drug network’

MOHAMED THAVER
& SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 4

RHEA CHAKRABORTY's brother
Showik and the house caretaker
of late actor Sushant Singh Rajput
were on Friday night arrested by
the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) for allegedly procuring
non-commercial quantity of
marijuana/ ganja fromanalleged
drug supplier atleast 10-12 times
between September 2019 and
April this year.

As per the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act, for non-commercial quan-
tity, a person can get immunity

from prosecution in lieu of vol-
unteering for rehabilitation
treatment. The NCB generally
registers cases involving mari-
juana only when about 20 kg or
more is involved. However, the
NCB said it was probing if
Showik and Samuel Miranda
were part of a "network" in-
volved in buying and selling of
marijuana to Bollywood.

They have also claimed that
the product in question was not
simple marijuana but its more
potent and curated version,
“bud”, which sells at nearly the
same rates as cocaine. The NDPS
Act, however, does not differen-
tiate between types of

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Bullet train faces 5-yr delay: high
costs, Japan firms not so keen

AVISHEK GDASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

FROM LOW participation by
Japanese companies to tenders
cancelled because of steep rates
quoted by bidders, India’s first
bullet train project is stuck on
multiple fronts — and staring at
adelay of around five years.

The Indian Express has learnt
that the Railways now expects
the project to be commissioned
fully by October 2028, instead of
the original timeline of
December 2023. The revised
timeline has been estimated af-
ter talks with the Japanese team
that is working on the project,
sources said.

“We can maybe compress

Workers at the Sabarmati hub of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train project, in Ahmedabad. Express file

the timeline to some extent if all
the outstanding issues are re-
solved quickly. But in such a
complex technical project, the

timeline cannot be compressed
to a great extent,” a senior offi-
cial told The Indian Express.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Bihar madrasas bring in science, arts:
‘students must compete with world’

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, SEPTEMBER 4

THE BIHAR Madrasa Education
Board has decided to adopt a
“modern and mainstream syl-
labus” in the academic session
thatbegan this April, including op-
tions for students to choose from
science, arts and commerce after
Class 10, and adoption of SCERT
and NCERT textbooks. Over
10,000 teachers were given online

training during the lockdown, by
expertsincluding the Unicef, tobe
able to teach the courses.

The Bihar madrasa board has
over 4,000 madrasas affiliated to
it, including 1,942 government-
aided, with over 15 lakh stu-
dents. It hasbeen holding online
classes for the students.

As per the new syllabus, the
language of instruction would
be Urdu and school texts will be
alsoin Urdu. Students, however,
will have English and Hindi as

separate subjects. The entire syl-
labus has been uploaded online
on their website for the help of
students, Bihar Madrasa
Education Board Chairman
Abdul Qaiyum Ansari told The
Indian Express. An app has also
been launched for students to
access the material.

Like students enrolled in the
Bihar board, the madrasas would
prescribe SCERT textbooks till
Class 10 and NCERT ones in

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Gundecha
brothers caught
in sexual abuse
row, Dhrupad
Sansthan probes

Akhilesh Gundecha and
Ramakant Gundecha

SUANSHU KHURANA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

THE PRESTIGIOUS Dhrupad
Sansthanin Bhopal, aresidential
music gurukul with accredita-
tion to Unesco's intangible cul-
tural heritage committee, finds
itself in the middle of a storm
with two of its famed gurus —
Ramakant Gundecha and
Akhilesh Gundecha —accused of
sexual harassment.
The allegations first surfaced
in a Facebook post put up by a
group titled, ‘Dhrupad Family
Europe’, and emailed to the stu-
dents of the musicians, high-
lighting alleged harassment by
the two gurus for years. The
Amsterdam-based yoga teacher
who put up the post wrote that
she was doing it on behalf of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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| Big rural credit

push from RBI,
start-ups put in
Army chief counters China: Indian actions only priority sector

Loan limits for renewable energy,
health infrastructure doubled

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 4

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
on Friday brought financing of
start-ups under the priority sec-
tor lending (PSL) category of the
banking sector, proposed more
credit flow todistricts with lower
PSL, and doubled loan limits for
renewable energy and health in-
frastructure “to align it with
emerging national priorities and
bring sharper focus on inclusive
development.”

In a bid to address regional
disparities in the flow of priority
sector credit, the RBI, in its re-
vised PSL guidelines, decided to
rank districts on the basis of per
capita credit flow to the priority
sector, and build an incentive
framework for districts with
lower flow of credit and a disin-
centive framework for districts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

FORCE MAJEURE

Targeting
the flow of
@ credit

EXPLAINED

THE RBI move, which
comes at a time when
credit growth has re-
mained sluggish at 6.7%
and GDP for the first quar-
ter contracted by 23.9%, is
aimed at enabling better
credit penetration to
credit deficient areas, in-
creasing the lending to
small and marginal farm-
ers and weaker sections
and boosting credit to re-
newable energy and
health infrastructure.

SENSEX FALLS
634 POINTS
PAGE 18

Centre citing Act of
God unusual, could
affect range of

contracts:

experts

Used in GST shortfall context but can
affect rents, interest payouts, utility bills

AASHISHARYAN
& AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

BY INVOKING the “Act of God” in
shrugging away its
Constitutional responsibility of
assured payments to states un-
der the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime, the Centre has set
a precedent that could have
wider ramifications, legal experts
and those who have worked
with the Government said.

If contracts involving the
Centre —asovereign that has the
power to decide policy— are
deemed null and void on ac-
count of force majeure, this could

EXPLAINED

i
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WHAT COUNTS AS

‘ACT OFGOD’?
PAGE 16

have abearingon arange of con-
tracts that include
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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PORTLAND SHOOTING
SUSPECT KILLED
DURING ARREST

RESCUERS SIFT
THROUGH BEIRUT
RUBBLE AS SIGNS
OF LIFE EMERGE
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US President’s remarks on Indian women, Kissinger's on
how Indians ‘suck up’ framed policy in 70s: Gary Bass

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

A SET of newly declassified
White House tapes reveal in
stark detail President Richard
Nixon's deep antipathy towards
India and Indians, which, fanned
by his National Security Adviser
Henry Kissinger, determined
United States policy towards
New Delhi in the early 1970s.

At a meeting with a group of
senior officials in the Oval Office

on June 17, 1971, Nixon dispar-
aged Indian women as the “most
unattractive women in the
world”,and Indians as the “most
sexless” and “pathetic” people.

Kissinger called Indians “su-
perb flatterers” whose “great
skill” was to “suck up to people
in key positions”.

Contents of the new tapes,
which were released in batches
up to May this year, were re-
ported by Prof Gary ] Bass of
Princeton University in an opin-
ion piece in The New York Times

on Friday. Bass had filed a legal
request for their declassification.

As a deeply polarised US
headsinto a presidential election
that has been compared with the
one in 1968 — which saw Nixon
successfully exploit the racial
anxiety of white Americans in
the wake of widespread urbanri-
ots — the tapes draw a line be-
tween the personal racism of a
President and its reflection in his
attitudes towards international
events and actors.

The June 17, 1971 meeting,

Indira Gandhi with Richard Nixon in Nov 1971. Express Archive

New Delhi

held between 5.15 pm and 6.10
pm, was captured by the Oval
Office taping system, and ap-
pears as Conversation 525-001
of the White House Tapes.

Towards the 50th minute of
the 54-minute, 42-second tape,
Nixon says: “Undoubtedly the
most unattractive womenin the
world are the Indian women.
Undoubtedly.”

He continues: “The most sex-
less, nothing, these people. |
mean, people say, what about
the Black Africans? Well, you can
see something, the vitality there,
I mean they have alittle animal-
like charm, but God, those
Indians, ack, pathetic. Uch.” As

New tapes show more of Nixon ‘hatred’ for India, Indians

he says this, there is laughter.
The new tapes provide fur-
ther evidence of Nixon's well
known hostility towards India
and his soft spot for Pakistan,
which led him to look away from
the genocide by the Pakistani
army against the Bengali people
in what was then East Pakistan.
Bass, a professor of politics
and international affairs at
Princeton, had detailed the Nixon
administration’s attitude and ac-
tions in his 2013 book, The Blood
Telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, and a
Forgotten Genocide.
In an email response to The
Indian Express on Friday, Bass
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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GHARANAS, THE ANCHOR OF HINDUSTANI MUSIC SPAWNED BY MUGHAL DECLINE

The origin of the gharana tradition is traced back to the time when the Mughal empire was at its twilight, and
artand culture of the court, disintegrated to find new homes in the princely states.
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Alotis different
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ABHAY DEOL ON
‘JL50’

‘JL50is not the kind of
narrative you see very
often’
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How Covid-19 will
change what we seek in

our devices

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

This week on our tech podcast, Our Own
Devices, we talk about what these times
have made us realize about tech and how it
will affect what we look for in our devices.
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Nixon ‘hatred’

pointed to a section of the book,
inwhich he had outlined the ori-
gins of Nixon's attitude towards
India and Indians. The reasons,
according to the book, were
many — including India’s policy
of non-alignment, and its “sus-
piciously good terms with the
Soviet Union”.

“Nixon’s anti-Indian leanings
had been reinforced when John F
Kennedy took a warmly pro-
India line,” Bass wrote in the
book. “On top of that, there was
a mutual loathing between
Nixon and Indira Gandhi”. And,
finally, there was the friendship
between him and Pakistan’s then
President Gen Agha Muha-
mmad Yahya Khan, whowas act-
ing as his go-between with
China.

Nixon and Kissinger had
deep misgivings about then US
Ambassador to India Kenneth B
Keating, who had, much to the
dislike of the President and the
National Security Adviser,
briefed them on the atrocities
committed by Pakistan on the
Bengalis.

On the tape, as Nixon won-
ders why Keating was on the side
of the Indians, Kissinger says:
“They are superb flatterers, Mr
President. They are masters at
flattery. They are masters at sub-
tle flattery. That’s how they sur-
vived 600 years. They suck up —
their great skill is to suck up to
people in key positions.”

In The Blood Telegram, Bass
wrote about the President and
his Ambassador to India:

“Nixon made a brief effort to
speaknicely of the Indians. It did
not go well. ‘Let me say this, he
intoned, ‘I don’t want to give you
the wrong impression about
India. There are 400 million
Indians.’ Keating corrected him;
there were actually 550 million
Indians. Nixon was surprised: ‘[
don’t know why the hell any-
body would reproduce in that
damn country but they do.’
Trying to revert to kindness, he
said that India had ‘some sem-
blance of democracy’ and that
‘we want them to succeed.
Because there are 550 million
people, we want them to do
well.’ Then, as if overtaxed by
that niceness, he added, ‘And
they always hate us... interna-
tionally, we know that'.”

In another passage in the
book, Bass wrote: “Nixon bitterly
said, 'The Indians need — what
they need really is a—, Kissinger
interjected, ‘They’re such bas-
tards.” Nixon finished his
thought: ‘A mass famine.”

Instances and comments like
these were common in Nixon’s
conversations about India, and
the new tapes show a visceral
hatred towards Indians. Bass,
who has accessed these tapes,
found that many still had long
bleeps.

In December 2012, Bass had
filed alegal request foramanda-
tory declassification review with
the Richard Nixon Presidential

Library and Museum. After
much delay, the Nixon library re-
leased a few unbleeped tapes in
May 2018 and July 2019, then 28
more in batches from October
2019 to May 2020.

Act of God

payment obligations such as
rents, interest payouts, utility
bills and even salaries.

“Force majeure, inlaw, is used
in the context of commercial
contracts between two parties.
The Supreme Court has numer-
ous recent rulings on it in the
contextof issues such as electric-
ity tariffs. We have had several
natural calamities, drought,
tsunami, which can all legiti-
mately be called Acts of God. Not
once did the Government resort
to that (invoking Force Majeure).
Nowhere in the world has any-
one referred to the disease in this
manner...and certainly notin the
realm of taxes,” a former Union
Government Secretary and an
infrastructure sector regulator
told The Indian Express.

The invocation of force ma-
Jjeure can possibly be also done
for payment of salaries but ex-
perts said statutory obligation to
pay salaries remains sacrosanct.
“Can tomorrow the states say
that I will not pay salaries of all
civil servants because of force
majeure? So what do you do?
We cannot tell employees that
you go and borrow money from
the market. This (GST compen-
sation to states)is a statutory ob-
ligation and you cannot get out
of it. Say for example the airline,
ifthey do not pay their loans, can
they invoke the same clause?,”
senior counsel and legal expert
Arvind Datar told The Indian
Express.

Datar said force majeure is not
“normally available” in statutory
obligations. “It is like a dearness
allowance. If I take a base year
and say that I will give you 10 per
cent DA per year, then once you
have a DA, it does not matter
whether the wholesale prices
have gone up, inflation is there or
deflationis there. You have made
the commitment of a DA and you
have to give that,” he added.

The clause can also be cited
to stall payments to contractors,
who have performance-linked
contracts such as in road con-
struction. “Wherever there is a
contract, particularly with a per-
formance clause, if this particular
position is upheld in court then
it can be used. For contractors,
money is paid based on achiev-
ing milestones but milestones
have been affected, so force ma-
jeure can be invoked,” an expert
with experience in Government
affairs said.

Last week, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, after the
41st GST Council meeting, re-
ferred to the pandemic as an Act
of God while detailing that states
need to borrow — instead of the
Centre — to meet the GST com-
pensation deficit. “The Act did
not foresee an Act of God, it just
kept saying protected revenues
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should be taken care of;” she said.
The Centre and Opposition-ruled
states are in a slugfest over fi-
nancing of the GST shortfall of Rs
2.35lakh crorein the current fis-
cal, with Centre giving states two
options to borrow to bridge the
gap.

Atleast seven Chief Ministers
have written to the Prime Min-
ister rejecting the options and
asking the Centre to borrow in-
stead.

Bullet train

The 508-km Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail
Corridor is being constructed
with an 80 per cent loan from
Japanat0.1 per centinterestand
a 15-year moratorium, with the
system to be built mostly with
Japanese technology on the lines
of the Shinkansen.

India had been keen on open-
ing at least a portion of the proj-
ect by August 2022, to coincide
with 75 years of Independence.
And the Railways officially main-
tains that the original timeline is
still in place.

“As per the feasibility study,
the target date for the comple-
tion of the project is December
2023,” said a spokesperson of the
National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSRCL),
the implementing agency, which
was set up in 2016 with equity
participation by the Rail Ministry
and the Maharashtra and Gujarat
governments.

However, The Indian Express
haslearnt that the tender for the
most crucial section — a 21-km
underground stretch, including
a seven-km section under the
sea near Mumbai — did not find
Japanese participation and could
not be finalised in the first at-
tempt earlier this year.

Besides, in many of the 11
tenders originally meant to be
executed by Japanese compa-
nies, the prices quoted were up
to 90 per cent higher than esti-
mates indicated by the project
consultants. India has refused to
accept the huge escalation, it is
learnt.

Credit push

with higher flow of priority sec-
tor credit.

Accordingly, from FY 2021-
22 onwards, a higher weight
(125 per cent) would be assigned
to the incremental priority sec-
tor credit in the identified dis-
tricts where the per capita PSLis
less than Rs 6,000, and a lower
weight (90 per cent) would be
assigned for incremental prior-
ity sector credit in the identified
districts where the per capita PSL
is more than Rs 25,000.

Asmany as 184 districts with
low per capita PSL credit flow
will benefit from the RBI move.
A higher credit flow to the rural
sector is expected to boost rural
spending at a time when GDP
growth has contracted by 23.9
per cent in the June quarter.

The RBI has also brought
loans to farmers for installation
of solar power plants for solari-
sation of grid-connected agricul-
ture pumps, and loans for setting
up compressed bio gas (CBG)
plants as fresh categories eligible
for finance under the priority
sector.

In a push to the start-up sec-
tor, the central bank said loans up
to Rs 50 crore can be availed by
start-ups — as per the definition
of the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry — that are engaged in
activities other than agriculture
or micro, small and mediumen-
terprises (MSMEs).

JEE, NEET

mechanismin consultation with
the state governments to ensure
asmoother and safer conduct of
examinations”.

They argued that if the
August 17 order was not re-
viewed, “grave and irreparable
harm and injury would befall the
student community”, and it
would endanger the health of
candidates and put public health

Hotel Metropol in Moscow,
Shringla, speaking at a seminar
in New Delhi organised by the
Indian Council of World Affairs,
said India “will not yield” on
“territorial integrity and sover-
eignty” but is “open to resolv-
ing outstanding issues through
dialogue”.

Responding to questions,
Shringla said: “I think you are
right in saying that we have
had an unprecedented situa-
tionon our India-China border.

situation since 1962... we have

soldiers, which has not hap-
pened in the last 40 years. It is
an unprecedented situation.”
“We have also seen that
there has been an attempt to
take unilateral action... there
seems to be an effort to change
facts on the ground... we will
be firm and resolute in resist-
ing this. And as far as we are
concerned, there will be no
compromise on our sover-
eignty and integrity,” he said.
“At the same time, we, as a
responsible nation, are always
willing to talk or willing to en-
gage...eveninthe depthof the
Covid crisis, we have kept our
communication lines open.

Chinese allegations that Indian

weekend.

In pre-emptive moves to
scuttle Chinese plans, Indian
troops raced to occupy heights

the Spanggur Gap and the
Chinese garrison at Moldo.

Indian and Chinese brigade
commanders have been meet-
ing regularly ever since, but the
talks have not made much
headway. The brigade com-
manders met for around three
hours Friday, their fifth meet-
ing since Monday.

The Army, General
Naravane said in Leh, will en-

changed unilaterally. “The sit-
uation along the LAC is tense.

We have never had the sort of

lost, for the first time, lives of

troops crossed the LAC last

on the south bank of Pangong
Tsoand Rechin La near Rezang
La, giving them a commanding
view of the terrain including

sure that the status quo is not

Our senior commanders have
been talking on the ground,
diplomats have been talking to
each other, both in Beijing in
Delhi. Even as we speak,
ground commanders are talk-
ing to each other.”

“Butit is a fact that it can-
not be business as usual... un-
less there is peace and tran-
quillity in our border areas, the
normal bilateral relationship
will be affected. There isalink-
age between what is happen-
ing on the border and our
larger relationship and that
fact, I think, is very, very evi-
dent,” he said.

“We haven't seen this mag-
nitude of amassing of forces on
the border... But what is im-
portant is that during difficult
moments of this crisis, we have
been engaged, both militarily
and diplomatically, with
China.”

At the SCO meeting in
Moscow, Singh told the gath-
ering: “Peaceful, stable and se-
cure region of SCO member
states, which is home to over
40 per cent of the global popu-
lation, demands a climate of
trust and cooperation, non-ag-
gression, respect for interna-
tional rules and norms, sensi-

We have undertaken precau-
tionary deployment in some
areas. The troops are prepared
for all contingencies that may
arise. All these actions have
been carried out only along the
LAC,” he said.

He expressed confidence
thatIndia and China can find a
resolution to the four-month
military standoff via talks.
“Over the past three months,”
he said, “both sides are en-
gaged in resolving the situa-
tion.”

Military and diplomatic
channels, he said, are function-
ing and the “Indian side is
firmly committed to resolve
the current situation along the
LAC through engagement. We
will continue to utilise all ex-
isting mechanisms to reduce
tension and to ensure that the
status quo is not unilaterally

Rajnath, China minister talk, Foreign Secy
says situation unprecedented since 1962

tivity to each other’s interest
and peaceful resolution of dif-
ferences."

"IfImay borrow anideaar-
ticulated by our Prime Minister
in a different context, our goal
should be ‘Security and
Growth for all in the Region’,”
he said.

On the situation in the
Middle East, Singh said “India
has vital interests and links of
civilisation and culture with all
states in the Gulf’ and asked
the region’s countries, “all of
which are dear and friendly to
India” to “resolve differences
by dialogue based on mutual
respect, sovereignty and non-
interference in internal affairs
of each other”.

On Afghanistan, he said the
security situation there “re-
mains a concern” and that
“India will continue to support
the efforts of the people and
Government of Afghanistan for
an Afghan-led, Afghan-owned
and Afghan-controlled inclu-
sive peace process”.

Singh reaffirmed India’s
commitment to the evolution
of aglobal security architecture
thatis open, transparent, inclu-
sive, rules-based and anchored
in international laws.

Situation tense but troops prepared: Army chief

changed”.

On his visit to eastern
Ladakh to review the pre-
paredness levels of the troops,
General Naravane said he
reached Leh Thursday morn-
ing “and spent time with the
commanders and troops to
mabke a first-hand assessment
of the situation along our bor-
ders”.

“It was very satisfying to
see our soldiers and local com-
manders in high morale and
good health,” he said, adding it
gave him “confidence that they
are well prepared to safeguard
the territorial integrity of our
nation”.

The Indian Army, he said,
“is known for its commitment
and resolve” and “the nation
cancountonus”.

One of his visits was to the
Chushul sector where Indian

Also Friday, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar partici-
pated in a videoconference of
BRICS Foreign Ministers which
included Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi.

In a Twitter post later,
Jaishankar said: “Exchanged
views on the international sit-
uation and regional hotspots
including Afghanistan and
West Asia. Urged full support
of BRICS in reforming UNSC as
an exercise in our collective
faith in meaningful multilater-
alism.”

Meanwhile, Russian and
Indian navy ships are carrying
out the Indra Navy exercise in
the Bay of Bengal. The biennial
bilateral maritime exercise, the
Indian Navy, “epitomises the
long-term strategic relation-
ship between the two navies”.

The Indian Navy is repre-
sented by guided missile de-
stroyer INS Ranvijay, indige-
nous frigate INS Sahyadri and
fleet tanker INS Shakti, along
with their integral helicopters,
while Russia has sent destroyer
Admiral Vinogradov, destroyer
Admiral Tributs and fleet
tanker Boris Butoma of the
Pacific Fleet based in
Vladivostok.

troops moved rapidly last
weekend. In a statement, the
Army said General Naravane
“interacted with soldiers and
local commanders deployed in
difficult high-altitude forward
areas” and “urged all ranks to
remain vigilant and maintain
a high order of operational
readiness”.

Atthe XIV Corps headquar-
tersin Leh, Lt General YK Joshi,
Northern Army Commander,
briefed the Army chief on the
preparedness levels and the lo-
gistics arrangements for suste-
nance of forces, especially in
the winter months.

General Naravane, the
Army said, “expressed satisfac-
tion on the efforts being made
to ensure operational effective-
ness and capability enhance-
ment of the forces”.

in “severe jeopardy”.

The Ministers who moved
the court are: Moloy Ghatak
(West Bengal), Rameshwar
Oraon (Jharkhand), Raghu
Sharma (Rajasthan), Amarjeet
Bhagat (Chhattisgarh), Balbir
Singh Sidhu (Punjab), and Uday
Ravindra Samant(Maharashtra).

Madrasa board

Class 11 and 12. Islamic studies
would remain a part of the cur-
riculum from Classes 1 to 10.

Chairman Ansari said, “We
realised that only studying
Arabic would not suffice. We
want our students to learn all
subjects, like others, while study-
ing Islamic courses. We want
them to compete with the
world.”

Ansari said the uploaded
content includes over 800 videos
on the new syllabus. “We are also
booking slots on Doordarshan to
run our classes. We have been
taking online admissions as
well.”

The Bihar madrasa board is
an autonomous body under the
state government and is fully
funded by it.

S AMoin, asenior consultant
with Unicef, Bihar, said “the com-
plete paradigm shift” in the state
had been in the works since a
2017-2018 Unicef study called
for sweeping changes in the ex-

isting  system. “Starting
November 2019, the madrasa
board started workshops with
experts. After several rounds of
workshops, we revised the syl-
labus.” He pointed out that there
is hardly any syllabus in the cur-
rent system. “Books are ran-
domly referred for subjects. We
now have acombination of prag-
matic syllabus and Islamic stud-
ies. Those who want to be maul-
vis and excel in religious studies
have a separate stream.”

Gundecha bros.

a friend who wanted to remain
anonymous.

Ramakant, one half of the fa-
mous Gundecha brothers along
with elder brother Umakant,
died last year of a heart attack.
Umakant heads the Dhrupad
Sansthan. Akhilesh is their
brother and a pakhawaqj player,
who accompanies them and of-
ten maestros such as Ut Z F
Dagar, Ut Fahimuddin Dagar,
Asgari Bai, and Ritwik Sanyal.
Dhrupad is one of the oldest sur-
viving classical music forms in
India.

Signed by its Chairman
Umakant, Dhrupad Sansthan put
out a statement saying they had
set up an internal committee to
look into the charges. “The com-
mittee shall look into the allega-
tions levelled against Akhilesh

Gundecha, and until the com-
mittee submits its report, with-
out averting to the merits of the
allegations, Akhilesh Gundecha
has voluntarily recused himself
fromall the activities of Dhrupad
Sansthan.”

It complaint post claimed
that many students were sexu-
ally propositioned, told to give in
ifthey “ever wanted to have a ca-
reer inmusic”,and that saying no
would mean “trouble at the
Gurukul”. The post also claimed
that the gurus touched their stu-
dents inappropriately.

A woman student of
Akhilesh, who left the institute
after a couple of months, told The
Indian Express that he would
keep talking about her looks and
how lonely he was. “I ignored it
initially. I told him thatIwas here
to learn music with clean inten-
tions. He would keep sending
messages. When I confronted
himonce, albeit mildly, as he was
my guru, my father’s age, and I
really looked up to him, he said
it wasn't his fault and that he
couldn’t help himself because of
how I looked,” said the student.

She said in one-on-one ses-
sions, Akhilesh would sit really
close to students, sometimes be-
hind them, and hold their hands
to teach. “One knows when the
touchis inappropriate. I was con-
fused and uncomfortable,” she

New Delhi

said, adding she had only told her
family so far about what had
happened and not anyone at the
institute. She claimed hearing
that a couple of students had
confronted Akhilesh once, but he
was reportedly unfazed, telling
them, “You do whatever you
want, go to the press if need be,
nothing will happen to me.”

A male student at the insti-
tute, who studied under
Akhilesh, also speaking on the
condition of anonymity, claimed
that everyone around knew
about the sexual misconduct.
“We knew some of our female
friends were feeling disturbed
but everyone was too scared to
speak up. No one wants their ca-
reers ended,” he said.

Carnaticclassical vocalist TM
Krishna said Umakant should
step down as chairman of the
Dhrupad Sansthan. “It’s unfath-
omable that Mr Umakant had no
clue about this... He can’t remain
chairman if there has to be a fair
investigation,” Krishna said,
adding, “This is a very close-knit
community and it’s socially lim-
ited. Everybody knows who is
powerful and who calls the shots.
Soalotof times people don’t talk.
Inany case sexual harassment is
such a complicated space for
those suffering.”

Born in Ujjain, Umakant and
Ramakant learned dhrupad from

Zia Fariduddin Dagar and his
brother Zia Mohiuddin Dagar —
cousins of the two significant
forces in the second half of the
20th century, the senior Dagar
Brothers (Nasir Moinuddin and
Nasir Aminuddin) and the junior
Dagar  Brothers  (Nasir
Zahiruddin and Nasir Faiyaz-
uddin). They began to perform
four years later. The Gundecha
brothers would subsequently
become aforce to reckon with in
the world of the rare art form.
The two were awarded Padma
Shri in 2012 and the Sangeet
Natak Akademi Award in 2017.

Rhea

marijuana, with all carrying the
same punishment.

With Showik and Miranda’s
arrests, seven people have been
held in a case filed by the NCB,
that also names Chakraborty,
who was seeing Rajput before he
was found dead at his home on
June 14.

An NCB official said they will
question Showik and Miranda to
find out the intended recipients
of the marijuana they had al-
legedly procured.

The official said that based on
what they say, they might call
others for questioning. The FIR
lodged against them contains
sections pertaining to produc-
tion, possession, import, export
of cannabis plant and cannabis,
withamaximum prison term of
10 years, apart from sections re-
lating to attempts to commit of-
fences, abetment and criminal
conspiracy.

This FIR is in addition to the
case the NCB had initially regis-
tered against Showik and
Chakraborty based on alleged in-
formation from her WhatsApp
chats provided by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

The five arrested earlier by
the NCB are facing charges of
supplying bud at parties. The
NCB told a court during aremand
hearing on Thursday that
Showik had procured marijuana
from one of the five, Abdel Basit
Parihar (23), 10 to 12 times in
eight months.

The NCB claimed that Parihar
used to procure drugs from Zaid
Vilatra and Kaizan Ebrahim, ar-
rested earlier, “as per instructions
of Showik Chakraborty”. “There
are other instances where re-
spondent (Parihar) facilitated to
arrange for the drugs and he was
in contact with Showik
Chakraborty,” the NCB said in its
remand application.

The agency said Parihar had
“given many names” about the
people he was “dealing in drugs”
with, and that he was an active
member of a “drug syndicate”
connected with ‘high society
personalities and drug suppli-
ers". It claimed he used to pay
and receive money via Google
Pay and the probe will be
widened to other persons who
made and received the payment.

The NCB also claimed to have
arrested Vilatra with Rs 9.55
lakh, and said that in a voluntary
statement, he had named
Parihar as “a receiver of the
ganja/marijuana”. His lawyer
Taraq Sayyed denied that Vilatra
had given any such statement to
the agency.The other two ar-
rested, Abbas Ramzan Ali
Lakhani and Karn Arora, were al-
legedly found to be in possession
of non-commercial quantities of
marijuana and are out on bail.
Vilatra and Parihar are in NCB
custody till September 9.

Stressing on a larger network,
the NCB said it was investigating
“the drug angle in the Sushant
Singh Rajput case” and wanted
to investigate the case thor-
oughly “so as to uproot the drug
citadel in Mumbai, especially
Bollywood”.

Chakraborty is also facing a
CBI probe for abetment to suicide
as well as a money laundering
probe by the ED in connection
with Rajput’s death.

FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5,2020

THE CITY

Sohna road collapse:
Highway authority
cessionaire

The collapse took place on the night of August 22

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, SEPTEMBER 4

TEN DAYS after a section of an el-
evated road being constructed as
partof the Sohna road project col-
lapsed, the National Highways
Authority of India(NHAI) has de-
barred the concessionaire of that
section of the project from partic-
ipating inits bids.

Officials said a showcause no-
tice wasissued to the concession-
aire, M/s Rajiv Chowk-Sohna
Highway Pvt. Ltd,, after the inci-
dent, to explain the violations of
obligations in the concession
agreement. The explanationinre-
sponse, however, was found tobe
“unsatisfactory”.

Officials added it was also
found the concessionaire had
failed to discharge its obligation
to construct a safe structure and
ensure the safety of users and
pedestrians, with lapses being
found in the implementation of
“safety measures, workmanship,
adherence to construction
methodologies and procedures”.
These had been highlighted to the
concessionaire before the inci-
dent as well, but to no avail.

“With immediate effect, the
concessionaire has been de-
barred from participating in any
NHAI bids... involving major
structural works until they
demonstrate reliable construc-
tion methodologies/designs and
adequate safety measures at
sight,and demonstrate that such
type of accident does not occurin
other part of theirworks,” said an
NHAI official.

Officials said the authority has
also “warned” the concession-
aires, contractors and consultants
on the project to maintain the
standards laid out in the contract,
failing which “strict actioninclud-
ing black listing” will be taken.

5-day sero

Confirming the move, Ashok
Sharma, Project Director, NHAI,
said, “The concessionaire has
been debarred for tendering
henceforth until further orders.”

The incident had took place
around 9.30 pm on August 22,
when a span of the spine be-
tween pillars number 10 and 11
of the under construction ele-
vated road had collapsed.

The structureis part of the 21-
km-long Sohna road project be-
ing constructed in two packages
— a9 km stretch between Rajiv
Chowk and Badshahpur, of which
the elevated road is a part, and a
12 km long stretch between
Badshahpur and Sohna. The en-
tire project will cost around Rs
1300 crore and has a deadline of
July 2021.

Following the collapse of the
span almost two weeks ago, a
four-member committee was
formed by NHAI to examine the
lapses in construction, suggest
remedial measures and conduct
adetailed probe.

Officials said samples of con-
crete from the crushed segment
have been sent for testing to a
third-party laboratory since it
suspected its quality may be re-
sponsible for the collapse.

Meanwhile, work on the en-
tire project has been suspended
since August 26 after officials,
during an inspection of the site,
found that safety norms laid
downin the agreement were be-
ing violated by concessionaires of
both packages, with no traffic
marshals being deployed at the
site and barricading also being
improper in several construction
zones.

Concessionaires of both the
packages were directed to sus-
pend work and a penalty of Rs
50,000 per day had been im-
posed on them until the safety
measures were put in place.

survey

begins in Ghaziabad

AMILBHATNAGAR
GHAZIABAD, SEPTEMBER 4

AFIVE-DAY sero surveillance be-
gan in Ghaziabad on Friday, with
10teams set to collect 1,440 sam-
ples from persons above the age
of five years across 45 marked ar-
eas in the district. Ghaziabad is
among 11 districts across UP
where serological surveillance is
being held for the first time.
"Over the next five days, we
will be getting samples from
teams deployed for the survey.
The state government has laid
down protocols for the survey
which is being followed by each
district. There is no upper age
limit in terms of sample collec-
tion while the lower age limit
hasbeen set at five years. Our fo-
cus on testing remains the same
as we target between 2,500-
3,000 tests on adaily basis," said
N K Gupta, CMO, Ghaziabad.
Till Friday evening, Ghaziabad
reported 8,907 cases with 7,536
recoveries and 70 deaths with 2%
of the population having been
tested. Till Friday, approximately
2lakh tests have been conducted.
Officials said the teams will col-
lect 32 samples from each area,
which willinclude eight samples

of minors between the age of 5
and 18 years. The survey will
cover prevalence of Covid-19 as
well as Hepatitis Band Csimulta-
neously, officials said. The sam-
ples will be sent to King George
Medical College, Lucknow where
data from all 11 districts will be
collated. Of the 45 clusters, only
nine are in densely populated ru-
ral areas, most of which are situ-
ated at the Delhi border .

In the last two months,
Ghaziabad saw an overall dip in
positivity rate from approxi-
mately 7% to 4%, officials said. This
can also be attributed to in-
creased antigen testing following
the directives of the state govern-
ment. Daily cases have increased
from approximately 100 during
the last phase of lockdown to
around 150 cases daily after un-
lockdown, officials said.

"Our strategy still remains
early detection. We are focussing
extra on areas where there have
been no bcases in the past. We
don’t want them to become fu-
ture hotspots as thereis increased
travel of people between Delhi
and Ghaziabad. We have demar-
cated buffer and containment
zones and test extensively to con-
trol the situation," said Ghaziabad
DM Ajay Shankar Pandey.

Girl ‘abducted, raped’ by
neighbour in Mehrauli

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

AMINOR girl was allegedly ab-
ducted and raped by her neigh-
bour in Mehrauli on Thursday.
The family of the victim said
the accused took the girl to his
house and locked her up. Later,

he attacked her and allegedly
raped her. However, police said
they are yet to arrest the ac-
cused. Police said cross-FIRs
have been registered by the vic-
tim’s and accused’s families.

Both have alleged that a
fight broke out between them
with the girl's family alleging
rape. Police said the matter is
under investigation.

HIGHEST SINGLE DAY SPIKE IN 69 DAYS

With over 2,900 new cases,
bed occupancy in capital rises

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

COVID CASES continued to surge
in the capital, with 2,914 cases
being recorded on Friday. The
death toll rose to 4,513, with 13
more fatalities in the last 24
hours. This is the fourth succes-
sive day in September when over
2,000 new cases have been re-
ported, and is also the highest
single-day spike in 69 days. On
June 23, the capital had reported
the highest single-day spike un-
til date with 3,947 cases.

With therise in cases, officials
said bed occupancy in ICUs had
gone up, especially at top private
hospitals. At present, 31 of 79 pri-
vate facilities in Delhi that have
beds and ICUs for Covid patients
are running full, including Max
Saket with 32 ICU beds with ven-
tilators; Max Patparganj with 10;
Indraprastha Apollo with 12; and
Fortis Vasant Kunj with 7.

A government source said
that about 70% of Covid patients

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL

TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
HOSPITALBEDS | 14,151 | 9,295

]’85’220 VENTILATORS | 1,205 | 642

Daily cases | Recoveries |Deaths | Tests
Sep3 2,737 1,528 19 32,834
Sep4 2,914 1,751 13 36,219

Total 18,842* 1,61,865 4513 |[17,05,571
*Total active cases

admitted in ICUs of most top pri-
vate hospitals are from outside
the capital: “Close to 70% of beds
in Delhi are still vacant. There are
131 Covid hospitals and, at pres-
ent, only three are full. There’s no
shortage of beds right nowbutan
increasing number of patients
from outside Delhi could emerge
as a cause for concern. We have
observed that ICU beds in a few
top private hospitals are all occu-
pied, with over 70% of patients
admitted there from outside
Delhi.” The Indian Express had on

September 2 reported how criti-
cal-care facilities at top private
hospitals were once again run-
ning full as the number of daily
Covid cases were on therise.
Some private hospitals said
they have been receiving calls
from patients in other states.
“Over the past week, we have
been getting queries from pa-
tients and their attendants from
outside Delhi on ICU bed avail-
ability. Patients in need of critical
care are approaching hospitalsin
Delhi as movement restrictions

have been lifted. Unfortunately,
we had to deny admissions to
many patients as our ICUs are
full,” said a senior doctor at Fortis
hospital, Vasant Kunj.

DrPKBharadwaj, chief execu-
tive director of Saroj Hospital, said:
“Critical-care facilities are better
inDelhi,and the government and
private sector are working to-
gether to provide treatment for
Covid patients. So, many patients
are rushing to hospitals here but
unfortunately, we can't admit
more as ICU beds are occupied.”
The hospital has 10 ventilator beds
inthe ICU and all are full.

In June, when the capital was
seeing a sharp rise in cases, CM
Arvind Kejriwal had said the gov-
ernment will reserve beds only for
Delhiites — a move overruled by
L-G Anil Baijal, who said no one
should be denied treatment on
the grounds of being a non-resi-
dent of Delhi. Sources said of the
4,500 out of 14,000 Covid beds
occupied by patients, 1,500 hail
from other states like UP,
Haryana, Uttarakhand, Bihar.

Doctor held for forging Covid test reports

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

A34-YEAR-OLD doctorand two of
his associates were arrested foral-
legedly forging Covid testreports.
Police said the accused would
wear PPEkits and collect samples
from patients’ homes to make the
process seem authentic. Later,
they would forge test reports and
put names of renowned diagnos-
tic centres and labs.

Police said the accused, Dr
Kush Parashar, is a physician who
did his Master’s from Russia.
Police said he has allegedly forged

over 75 reports in the past three
months. A senior police officer
said an initial probe revealed the
accused was cheating his patients
who trusted him and wanted to
get tested for Covid. The matter
came to light after police received
acomplaint froma private lab, al-
leging the reports were forged.
On August 30,amanwhoran
anagency that provides nursing
care called Dr Parashar and
asked him to conduct Covid tests
after a client wanted to get two
nurses he had hired tested. The
doctor gave the man forged re-
ports. The reports were then for-
warded to his client. However,

the client noticed a small error
in the report and called the lab.
Police said the doctors at the
lab were shocked as they did not
have records of the patients, al-
though the report looked like it
was made by them. The man run-
ning the agency and the patients
were unaware of the forged re-
ports, said police. “We came to
know the doctor was making test
reports of renowned labs... These
reports were being made with-
out even testing samples,” said
DCP (South) Atul Kumar Thakur.
Police soon found the doctor
and his associate, Amit Singh,
worked from home at Malviya

Nagar and arrested them from
there. “They would go to homes
of people with PPE kits and equip-
mentto collect samples. The sam-
ples were later discarded and re-
ports were made as per the
doctor’s initial examination of the
patient’s health and symptoms.
Reports were made in the name
of renowned labs,” said police.

Dr Parashar told police he
had been doing this for months
for people who wanted to get
tested, and charged Rs 2,400 for
each ‘test’. On Friday, police ar-
rested the other associate, Sonu,
who helped with ‘testing and
computer work’.
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ASSESSMENT & COLLECTION DEPARTMENT (HQ)
Dr. Shama Prasad Mukherjee Civic Centre
Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Minto Road, New Delhi-110002
No. Tax’HQ/SDMC/MVC-1I/2020-21/D-1147 Dated : 02.09.2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

The House of the South Delhi Municipal Corporation vide resolution
No. 25 dated 27.07.2020 has approved the levy & collection of Transfer
Duty @ 3% instead of 2% in the cases of women and 4% instead of 3%
in all other cases having registered amount of above 25 lakh of any
instrument. However, there will be no change in collection of transfer
duty on instruments having registered value upto Rs 25 lakh and shall
remain the same @ 2% and 3% in the case of Women and men/ others
respectively. The new rates will be applicable w.e.f. 10" September,
2020 onwards.

The general public is hereby informed accordingly.

RO. No. 33/DP1/S/2020-21

e

Assessor & Collector

CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.

T TaRel A (WRA TRBR B SUHH)

CONCOR (A Govt. of India Navratna Undertaking)

Regd. Office & Investors Relation Centre: CONCOR Bhawan, C-3, Mathura Road,
Opp. Apollo Hospital, New Delhi — 110076.
Corp. Office : CONCOR Annexe, NSIC MDBP Building (3rd Floor),
Okhla Industrial Estate New Delhi 110020.
CIN : L63011DL1988G0I030915, e-mail : investorrelations@concorindia.com,
Tel. Nos. : 4122 2500/600/700, website : http://www.concorindia.com

NOTICE OF THIRTY SECOND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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Tips to safeguard from SIM Swap Fraud

Remember, callers offering to swap your 2G/3G SIM to 4G may be cheats.

Never forward SMS sent by such callers to your telecom operator. That
will deactivate your SIM and issue e-SIM to the fraudster.

Never share your Bank or Card details with such callers.
Never click on any link or download any mobile App on caller's directions.

In case of SIM deactivation, immediately contact your bank to secure your
linked bank account.

Secure your phone as it may be hacked by the downloaded App.

Tips to safeguard from Cyber Frauds

Always treat unsolicited callers/emails with suspicion.

Never share credit/debit card details with anyone claiming to be bank
official or customer care executive.

Never enter card details in online form sent by the caller. Your credentials
might be stolen.

Do not download remote access Apps as fraudster will get access to all
your messages and emails.

Never click on links in Phishing messages /emails appearing to come from
government organizations, officials, banks, etc. They install malware/
spyware on your device.

Be cautious while scanning a QR code sent for receiving payment. You
may lose money from your account.

Be careful of fake customer care numbers appearing in web search.

Use two-factor authentication (Password + OTP) for all online accounts.

DP/9252/2020

'Immediately report on hﬂps://cybercrime.gov.in'

Email to CP, Delhi at: cp.snshrivastava@delhipolice.gov.in | Write to CP, Delhi at PO. Box No. 171, GPO, New Delhi

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 112 TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090

New Delhi

REMOTE E-VOTING INFORMATION AND BOOK CLOSURE

Notice is hereby given that the thirty second (32nd) Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of the members of the Company will be
held on Tuesday, 29.09.2020 at 03.30 P.M. IST to transact the
business set forth in the Notice of the said meeting through
Video Conference/ Other Audio Visual Modes (VC/OAVM) in
compliance of applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013
read with General Circular No. 20/2020 dated 5th May, 2020
read with General Circular No. 14/2020 dated 8th April, 2020
and General Circular No. 17/2020 dated 13th April, 2020 issued
by Ministry of Corporate Affairs and other applicable circulars
issued by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
without physical presence of members at venue.
2) In compliance of the relevant circulars, the notice of 32nd
AGM alongwith explanatory statement and the Annual Report
for the year ended 31.03.2020 to members as on 28.08.2020 is
being dispatched in electronic mode to the members, whose e-
mail IDs are registered with the Company or Depository
Participant(s). The notice of AGM and Annual Report will be
available on the Company’s website www.concorindia.com and
on the website of Stock Exchanges (www.nseindia.com and
www.bseindia.com). Members may download it from the
Company’s website or may request for a copy of the same by
writing to the Company at above mentioned email.
3) Shareholders will have an opportunity to join and participate in
32nd AGM through VC/ OAVM facility only and cast their vote on
the items of business as set forth in the Notice of the AGM
through remote e-voting prior to the AGM and through electronic
voting system during the AGM. The detailed instructions for
participation in the AGM, remote e-voting for shareholders
holding shares in dematerialized mode, physical mode and for
those shareholders whose e-mail IDs are not registered, have
been provided in the notice of AGM.
4) Pursuant to the provisions of Section 108 of the Companies
Act, 2013 read with Rule 20 of the Companies (Management
and Administration) Rules, 2014 and Regulation 44 of SEBI
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,
2015, the Company is providing its members the facility to cast
their votes electronically on all the resolutions set out in the
Notice of AGM from a remote location (“Remote e-voting”)
through National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL). The
business of AGM may therefore be transacted through e-Voting
services of NSDL and the members holding shares either in
physical form or dematerialized form may cast their vote
electronically. All the members are informed that:

i. Thebusiness set forth in the Notice of the 32nd AGM may be
transacted through voting by electronic means;

ii. The remote e-voting shall commence on Saturday,
26.09.2020 at 09.00 AM;

iii. The remote e-voting shall end on Monday, 28.09.2020 at
05.00 PM;

iv. The cut-off date for determining the eligibility for remote e-
voting or at the AGM is Tuesday, 22.09.2020. Any person,
who acquires shares of the Company and becomes a
member of the Company after dispatch of the Notice and
holding shares as on the cut-off date i.e. 22.09.2020 may
obtain login ID and password by sending a request at
evoting@nsdl.co.in or concor@beetalfinancial.com.
However, if a person is already registered with NSDL for
remote e-voting, then existing user ID and password can be
used for casting vote;

v. Members eligible to vote may note that:

(a) The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL
beyond 05.00 PM on 28.09.2020 and once the vote on a
resolution is cast by the member, the member shall not be
allowed to change it subsequently;

(b) The facility for voting through electronic voting system
will be made available at the AGM,;

(c) The members who have cast their votes by remote e-
voting prior to the AGM may also attend the AGM but shall
not be entitled to cast their votes again; and

(d) A person whose name is recorded in the register of
members or in the register of beneficial owners maintained
by the depositories as on the cut-off date only shall be
entitled to avail the facility of remote e-voting or voting at the
AGM.

Vi. Incase of any queries, members may refer to the Frequently
Asked Questions (“FAQs”) and e-voting manual available at
www.evoting.nsdl.com under help section or may contact
Ms. Pallavi Mhatre (Assistant Manager), NSDL, 4th Floor, ‘A’
Wing, Trade World, Kamala Mills Compound, Senapati
Bapat Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai — 400013, Email:
evoting@nsdl.co.in, Tel: 1800 222 990/ 91 22 24994200/ 91
2224994545,

5) Shareholders holding shares in physical mode and who have
not updated their e-mail IDs, mobile numbers or bank details (for
receiving electronic payments of dividend, as & when declared
by the Company) are requested to update the same by sending
an e-mail at concor@beetalfinancial.com with copy marked to
investorelations@concorindia.com alongwith a signed request
letter mentioning Folio No., Name of shareholder(s), address,
bank details, scanned copy of shares certificate (front & back),
self-attested scanned copy of PAN card, cancelled cheque,
address proof (Aadhaar Card/ Driving License/ Passport) etc.

Shareholders holding shares in dematerialized mode, are

requested to register their e-mail addresses, mobile numbers

and bank details (for receiving electronic payments of dividend,
as & when declared by the Company), with their Depository

Participants.

6) Pursuant to Section 91 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with

applicable Rules thereunder and Regulation 42 of SEBI (Listing

Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015,

the Register of Members and Share Transfer Books of the

Company will remain closed from 23.09.2020 to 29.09.2020

(both days inclusive), to determine the shareholders entitled to

final dividend of Rs.2.85 per equity share of the face value of

Rs.5/- each for the year ended 31.03.2020, if declared at the

Annual General Meeting. This final dividend will be paid on or

before 28.10.2020 to those Members whose names appear in

the Register of Members of the Company.

7) Pursuant to Finance Act, 2020, dividend income will be

taxable in the hands of shareholders w.e.f. April 1, 2020.

Accordingly, the Company will be required to deduct tax at

source (TDS) at the time of making payment of dividend, at the

rates prescribed in the Income Tax Act, 1961. To enable
compliance with the TDS requirements, shareholders are
requested to submit Form 15G/ 15H and update their residential
status, PAN, category as per the Income Tax Act, 1961 etc. with
their Depository Participant(s) or with the Company/ R&TA at the
e-mail IDs mentioned above. If valid PAN of the shareholder is

not available, TDS is required to be deducted at the rate of 20%

as per applicable provisions.

For Container Corporation of India Ltd.

Sd./
(Harish Chandra)
ED(Finance) & Company Secretary

Place: New Delhi
Date: 04.09.2020
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SERVICE TO BE AVAILABLE MID-SEPTEMBER

Soon, international fliers passing through
Delhi can get RT-PCR test at |Gl airport

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

INTERNATIONAL PASSENGERS
who have a connecting flight via
Delhi will soon have the option
of getting an RT-PCR test for
Covid-19 at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport. The serv-
ice will begin in the middle

of this month, a Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) official said.

In collaboration with
Genestrings Diagnostic Centre, a
laboratory based in the capital,
DIAL has set up a “lab” sprawled
overanarea of 3,500 sqmonthe
fourth floor of the multilevel
parking at Delhi Airport’s
Terminal 3.

However, there is no such
provision for those whose desti-
nation city is Delhi itself, said the
official. “If a transfer passenger
travelling from abroad does not

— BRIEFLY —

MCD staff
hold protest

New Delhi: MCD employ-
ees staged a protest
against non-payment of
salaries and pensions at
the Dr SPM Civic Centre
Friday. “All grade IV offi-
cers have not been paid
salaries from May-August,
and pensions from April-
August 2020,” said A P
Khan, president of the
Confederation of MCD
Employees Union.

Man booked for
‘raping’ teen

Noida: Police have booked
aman forallegedly raping
a teenager on the pretext
of a marriage. The ac-
cused is on the run. ENS

Those whose destination city is Delhi can’t avail the facility

for some reason have a Covid-19
negative report, they can get
themselves tested at the airport,”
the DIAL official said. The result
will be available within a few
hours, the official said.

“The passenger can either
wait in the waiting lounge for
four-six hours for the report, or

at a hotel in the vicinity. A strict
policy of social distancing will be
maintained in the lounge,” the
official said.

Friday’s announcement
comes two days after the Civil
Aviation Ministry said interna-
tional passengers with connect-
ing flights can avail of testing fa-

Haprpry HOURS

Staff sanitise a bar in Connaught Place, Friday. Bars in the capital have been allowed to open from September 9. Praveen Khanna

EXPLAINED

Testing protocol
and how it
changes now

continue their journey.

CURRENTLY, INTERNATIONAL passengers can get a Covid test
done 96 hours before the journey and apply for exemption
on the Air Suvidha portal. If not, as per protocol, they are re-
quired to undergo seven days of mandatory institutional
quarantine at the city they alight in, before they can head to
their destination city. With the new facility, those getting a
negative test result at IGI Airport can skip quarantine and

cilities at airports before travel-
ling onward to their final desti-
nation. IGI is the first airport to
announce the measure. “This is
to boost international opera-
tions. We have no plans of doing
this with passengers of domestic
flights, as each state and Union
Territory has its own protocol,”

the DIAL official said.

The official said any passen-
ger who tests positive “will be
processed in line with applica-
ble ICMR protocols by the state
authorities”. The official also told
The Indian Express that “interna-
tional passengers who want to
avail of this service at Delhi

Activists question police
probe into NE Delhi riots

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

ANTI-CAA activists, some of
whom have been questioned by
Delhi Police in connection with
the Northeast Delhi riots, Friday
condemned the manner in which
investigation is being conducted
into the matter. They alleged that
the “impunity” being provided to
“supporters of the ruling party”,
whose role should be probed,
was reminiscent of the police’s
role post the 1984 anti-Sikhriots.

Activists Umar Khalid, Harsh
Mander, Yogendra Yadav,
Apoorvanand and Kawalpreet
Kaur made the allegations in a
press conference Friday, asking:
“Is this an investigation into a
‘conspiracy’ or is the investiga-
tion itself a conspiracy?”

“On more than one occasion,
police have tried to build a
‘chronology’ of events... In this
version, conspiracy of these riots
began with anti-CAA protests in
Jamia MilliaIslamia and Shaheen
Bagh in mid-December. The
chronology then goes on to de-
tail other major anti-CAA protests
in Delhi as all part of this conspir-

acy and prominent voices as con-
spirators. This ‘chronology’, how-
ever, is conspicuously silent on
actions and statements of lead-
ersof the BJP and actual incidents
of violence since December,”
they said in a statement.

“Why is the chronology by po-
lice silent on the two incidents of
shootings on protesters that hap-
pened inJamiaand Shaheen Bagh
on January 29 and February 1?
Why is the chronology silent on
statements made by (BJP MP)
Anurag Thakur exhorting his sup-
porters to shoot whom he consid-
ersastraitors onJanuary 27 — just
afew days before the two shoot-
ingincidents?” they added.

They also pointed out that
between December-February,
BJP’s Kapil Mishra made “several
inciting statements, asking peo-
ple to shoot the ‘traitors’ in
December 2019, calling the up-
coming Delhi polls a battle be-
tween India and Pakistan in first
week of February 2020, and also
threatening in front of a DCP that
his supporters will take the law
into their own hands if the po-
lice does not clear the protest-
ers”. “Does police not consider
these utterances as clearly an at-

tempt to provoke violence, pro-
mote disaffection and divide be-
tween communities?” they said.

DU professor Apoorvand said,
“The manner in which the probe
is being conducted is completely
opposite to what should have
been done. Anti-CAA protests
were completely peaceful and
democratic.” Yadav pointed out
how Home Minister Amit Shah
changed his statements, by ear-
lier claiming the riots were
“spontaneous” and later saying it
was “pre-planned”.

Harsh Mander said, “During
the protests, some WhatsApp
groups were made. Now every
word exchanged in these groups
is being examined with a defec-
tive microscope by police, their
meaning and context deliber-
ately and mischievously misin-
terpreted, the truth ripped into
shreds and reimagined to create
the mythology of a conspiracy of
hate, violence and insurrection.”

Police have maintained they
are “doing their work in a profes-
sional, free and impartial man-
ner... To suggest otherwise is a
deliberate attempt to malign
Delhi Police’s image and is totally
biased and unsubstantiated”.

CM assures relief to
industries on fixed
power charges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal Friday said the govern-
ment will take steps to provide
relief to industries over fixed
power charges they have to pay
during the lockdown period
from March-June. “... Adequate
steps will be taken to provide re-
lief, vis-a-vis the fixed power
charges that commercial and in-
dustrial units are obliged to pay
despite economic losses due to
corona,” the government said in
astatement.

Over the past few months, in-
dustrialists have approached the
government seeking relief from
fixed charges during the lock-
down when most units re-
mained closed. Industries are
charged Rs 250/KW as fixed
charges. “They keep assuring us,
but nothing has happened yet,”
Ashok Jain, president of the
Narela Industrial Complex
Welfare Association, told The
Indian Express.

Manmohan Mehra, general

CM Arvind Kejriwal

secretary of the Patparganj FIE
Entrepreneurs Association, said
their monthly bills run into lakhs:
“Industries have 50-100 MW load
installed, and the monthly bills
are Rs 1 lakh and above, even for
those units which remained shut
over the months since lockdown
2.0, when they were allowed to
open.”

As per the release issued by
the Delhi government, “CM
Arvind Kejriwal...said that while
the decision to impose a com-
plete lockdown then was essen-
tial, Delhi has now decided to lift
the lockdown and it will take
time to cover the economic
shortfall now that businesses
and industries have resumed.”

ON Duty AT QUARANTINE CENTRES, REACHING OUT TO DISADVANTAGED KIDS

Sisodia lauds govt school teachers for going

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

ON THE eve of Teachers’ Day,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia praised Delhi government
school teachers who went be-
yond their job amid the Covid-19
pandemic, and recounted in-
stances of teachers ensuring on-
line education reaches the most
disadvantaged students or by giv-
ing their all while working at
quarantine centres.

Among those lauded by

Sisodia is Sarita Rani Bhardwaj
(53),ateacherat the Government
Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya at
Paschim Vihar, who approached
ration shops and courier compa-
nies to trace students who could
not be contacted.

“Since many students give in-
correct numbers, I had a problem
tracking some of them. Ifirst tried
to find their locations through
other students who stayed
nearby. When that didn’t work, [
took help from the local ration
shops and courier delivery per-
sons. After a lot of hard work, I

was able to trace all my students,”
she said.

Sarita said she gave work-
sheets in bulk to those students
who could not access them on
WhatsApp: “Iwenttoacyber café
and printed them at my own cost,
and provided them worksheets
for a week. The students would
meet me once a week to submit
themand I would give them fresh
worksheets.”

Reena Malik (33), who
teaches at  Government
Sarvodaya Co-ed Senior
Secondary School at RK Puram,

(From left) Teachers Sarita Bhardwaj, Reena Malik, Rajendra
Prasad and Alok Mishra

alsofaced similarissues trying to
find a student whose fatherwas a

daily wage labourer.
“My student, Aditi, and her

Airport will be discouraged from
booking connecting flights”.

This, the official said, is be-
cause “the wait for the result is
four-six hours — and so a con-
necting flight, if at all one is
booked, should be booked with
agap of eight hours”.

The “ideal scenario”, the offi-
cial said, should be “that the pas-
senger books a connecting flight
after the result at the Delhi
Airport comes negative”.

DIAL CEO Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said: “The pilot initia-
tive has been taken to ensure
testing of all arriving interna-
tional transfer passengers
scheduled to board a domestic
connecting flight post arrival in
Delhi Airport.”

Dr Rajat Arora of Genestrings
said: “As India enters a crucial
stage of further relaxing interna-
tional borders, it is imperative
thata comprehensive strategy is
putin place.”

Harassed
over phone
damage, teen
jumps from
fourth floor

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

A 16-YEAR-OLD boy sustained
injuries when he jumped from
the terrace of a four-storey
building in Chirag Delhi, after he
was allegedly held hostage and
assaulted by a man for damag-
ing his iPhone.

The teenager told police that
he was “humiliated” by the ac-
cused after he failed to pay for
the damage.

DCP (South) Atul Kumar
Thakur said the accused, identi-
fied as Chirag Delhi resident
Honey, has been arrested.

“The boy is undergoing treat-
ment at Safdarjung Hospital. He
told police that on Wednesday,
he and his friend accidentally hit
the accused while riding their bi-
cycle. The accused’s phone fell
on the ground and got dam-
aged,” said the DCP.

Police said the accused got
upset and asked the teenager to
pay him Rs 62,000 for the dam-
aged phone.

The boy’s father also
reached the area and promised
to get the phone repaired in a
few days.

On Thursday, Honey called
the boy to his house and al-
legedly asked for the money.
When the boy couldn’t pay,
Honey allegedly held him
hostage and assaulted him for
hours.

“The boy told us that he was
mentally and physically tortured
atthe house...the accused made
him do household chores. The
boy managed to get out of the
house by saying he is going to
have food. He was sad and felt
that his father was also humili-
ated because of the incident. The
boy went home and jumped
from the terrace,” said a senior
police officer.

A case has been registered
against the accused under the
Juvenile Justice Act for cruelty
to a child and he has also been
booked under sections of
wrongful restraint and vio-
lence.

After slight increase,
vehicle registrations
plummet in August

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

AFTER SHOWING signs of recov-
eryin June and July, vehicle reg-
istrations, a marker of sales, once
again dipped in August in Delhi,
according to car and bike regis-
tration data maintained by the
city’s Transport Department.

Records show that in August,
a total of 23,316 vehicles —
16,713 two-wheelers and 6,603
four-wheelers — were registered
in Delhi. Sales had plummeted
to 8,861 vehicles in May, before
gradually picking up over the
next two months.

Automobile sales in Delhi
were witnessing a slump even
before the pandemic battered
the economy. The first eight
months of 2019 saw a decline in
vehicle registrations for the first
time since 2014, with August
witnessing the sharpest drop
since 1997-98.

However, the onset of the
pandemic and enforcement of
the lockdown to curb its spread
brought the economy to its
knees, with the April-June GDP
shrinking by arecord 23.9%.Asa
result, this year’s figures are
worse than 2019.

This year in April, May, June,
July and August, 2,856, 8,861,
31,887,37,490, and 23,316 vehi-
cles were registered in Delhi. Out
of the total, 76,105 were two-
wheelers and 27,305 four-
wheelers.

Alook at the registration fig-
ures of the corresponding
months in 2019 also show the
slump setting in, much before the
onset of Covid-19. In April, May,

VEHICLES

REGISTRATIONS
INAUGUST

Vehicle 2019|2020
Car 9,700 (6,603
Cab 647 48
Bike/ 34,251(16,713
scooter

Moped 228 88
3-wheeler| 696| 299
E-rick(P) | 1,784| 410

June, July and August last year,
55,125, 53,071, 46,632, 48,682
and 43,951 vehicles were respec-
tively registered in Delhi. Of the
total, 1.76 lakh were two-wheel-
ersand 70,597 four-wheelers.

Going further back makes the
severity of the downturn clearer
as barring August, 2014, when
46,249 vehicles were registered,
the figures have always remained
above 50,000. For example, in
August 2018, approximately
62,000 vehicles were registered,
while the corresponding period
in 2016 saw 56,000 registrations
and 2015 saw 54,000.

Two-wheelers form the bulk
—over 70% — of the city’s vehic-
ular fleet.

Books worth Rs 1
lakh missing, college
panel to probe

ARANYASHANKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER S

DELHI UNIVERSITY'S College of
Vocational Studies (CVS) pur-
chased 180 books worth over Rs
1 lakh from 2015-18 — but only
on paper. The verification process
of these books was completed
and accession numbers also
given, but the books never
reached the college library, anin-
ternal probe has found.

The college’s Governing Body
(GB),inits meeting on August 19,
has decided to set up another “in-
dependent enquiry committee”
to probe the matter and “fix re-
sponsibility”, according to min-
utes of the meeting. While the
constitution of the enquiry and its
term of references are yet to be
decided, the GB said the report
would have to be submitted
within three months of being
formed.

CVShas, meanwhile, stopped
purchasing books from 16 ven-
dors, as per a decision taken in
January this year.

The matter first came to light
inFebruary lastyear when a pro-
fessional assistant in the library
assigned to the task wrote to the
principal alleging that a semi-pro-
fessional assistant (SPA) “acces-
sioned” the books and “got it
signed by librarian and verified by
convenor/member of the verifi-
cation committee”.

The job of the verification
committee is to make sure the
accession numbers are in order

and that the books are physically
present,among other things. The
final signature on any bill is that
of the principal.

A one-man committee con-
sisting of the then Convenor of
the Verification Committee, S K
Bhatia, was then constituted to
look into the matter.

Bhatia’s report came out in
July last year in which he con-
firmed that 180 books were “not
obtained/procured|received from
the suppliers”. He laid the blame
squarely on the SPA, who he said
“kept onreceiving lesser number
of books than ordered but sign-
ing the receipt for all the books or-
dered from the book sellers”. One
example of this being in
September 2015, when the SPA
allegedly signed for 27 books
when only 16 had been received.

The report said the “malprac-
tice” came to light when the SPA
was moved toanother taskin the
library but that by then the library
had “suffered a loss of Rs
1,00,337".

The SPA alleged that a “low
level staff” like him did not have
much of arole in the purchase of
books, and that he was being
made the “victim of a conspiracy”.

OnJuly 24, the committee re-
portwas officially shared withall
members of the GB, said sources,
adding that those involved in the
process of verification were asked
to submit their response.

Repeated calls and texts to
CVS Principal Inderjeet Dagar
seeking a comment went unan-
swered.

beyond the call of duty

family packed up and left for
their village in Uttarakhand dur-
ing the lockdown and it was im-
possible to trace her. She is a re-
markable student, so I didn’t
want her to lose touch with stud-
ies.Ikept making enquiries and it
turned out she had contacted
one of her classmates through
her mother’s phone. When I con-
tacted her, she told me she didn’t
have internet connection so [
would get in touch with her
every 5-6 days, but now the fre-
quency is higher,” she said.
Though his subject was not

New Delhi

among the online classes,
Rajendra Prasad Sharma (51),
who teaches Sociology at GBSSS,
Jharoda Kalan, decided to ensure
his students don’t lose touch
with the subject: “My subject
was not among those for which
online classes are being con-
ducted. ButIdidn’t want my stu-
dents to miss out on their stud-
ies, so I started making audio
notes and sending them to my
students. Later, I prepared PDFs
for them.”

Away from the world of aca-
demics and assignments, Alok

Kumar Mishra (36) fulfilled his
duty by serving at a quarantine
centre in Narela, where a large
group of Tablighi Jamaat mem-
bers were also staying.

“We stayed in a makeshift
tent outside the quarantine cen-
tre,and our job was to be there for
thoseinside the centres and tend
to their needs. We worked 8 am-
8 pm one day, and then 8 pm-8
amthe nextday. During Ramzan,
nights were especially hectic be-
cause of Iftar and early morning
sehri. But it was a learning expe-
rience for me,” he said.
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BJP’s Zafar

BIHAR POLL RUN-UP

islam elected Amid RJD flood focus, JD(U) hopes
Rs 960-cr relief will address anger

unopposed to
RS from UP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 4

DIPANKAR GHOSE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

BJP CANDIDATE Sayed Zafar
Islam was elected unopposed to
Rajya Sabha from Uttar Pradesh
on Friday. The seat had fallen va-
cant following the death of Amar
Singh, who was elected to the
Upper House on a Samajwadi
Party ticket.

Friday was the last day for the
withdrawal of nominations and
noone else was in the fray for the
by-election,
which  was
scheduled on
September 11.

On
Tuesday, BJP's
Govind Narain
Shukla and
Independent
Mahesh
Chandra
Sharma had filed nominations.
Shukla, however, withdrew his
nomination the next day.

Sharma's nomination got re-
jected on Wednesday as he did
not have the backing of 10 mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly
as required under the election
rule. “Sayed Zafar Islam has been
declared elected,” Returning
Officer Brijbhushan Dubey told
PTL.

Islam, who is the BJP national
spokesperson, would serve the
remainder of Singh's term till
July 4,2022.

Congratulating him for get-
ting elected unopposed, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath called him a dedi-
cated worker of the BJP.

Sayed Zafar
Islam

AS BIHAR slowly emerges from
the clutches of a now-annual
struggle with flood, the govern-
ment hopes that Rs 962 crore
disbursed to 16 lakh flood-af-
fected families will hold it in
good stead in the upcoming
Assembly polls.

Main Opposition R]D, how-
ever, called it “an absolute sham”
and questioned whether the
funds have actually reached the
people, even as Leader of
Opposition Tejashwi Yadav has
made flood-hit areas a special fo-
cus area and accused the state
government of leaving people to
battle the pandemic, economic
distress, and now the flood.

Senior state government of-
ficials said close to Rs 962 crore
has already been transferred to
bank accounts of 16.04 lakh peo-
ple as part of disaster relief in this
flood season. Officials at the
Disaster Management

EXPLAINED

RJD targets state
o Jovtover flood

OVER THE last few weeks, R]D leader and Leader of
Opposition in Assembly Tejashwi Yadav has toured the
flood-hit areas and accused CM Nitish Kumar of abdicating
responsibility. He has also mocked Nitish's “helicopter sur-
veys”, with the party juxtaposing this with Tejashwi being
on the ground, with the people. The RJD has also been ag-
gressive on the digital space with images of Tejashwi
among the flood-affected people.

Department said 4 lakh more
people will soon get Rs 6,000 per
family, as announced by the gov-
ernment.

According to the govern-
ment, 130 blocks in 16 districts
have been hit by flood this year.

Water Resources Minister
and JD(U) leader Sanjay Jha said
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
himself “monitors” the relief
money reaching people on time.
“Earlier, a large part of the money
sanctioned would not reach the

people. If it did, it would reach
them many days later,” he said.
“Now, due to a corruption-free
system, relief goes straight into
people’s accounts, immediately
afteritis sanctioned.”

While Tejashwi has accused
the state government of making
no attempt to reach out to the
people faced with the double
whammy of flood and the pan-
demic of the state, senior JD(U)
leaders said quick distribution of
relief money and other meas-

ures have seen a mitigation of
any public anger against the gov-
ernment. “People in Bihar un-
derstand that floods come every
year, and there is very little that
can be done to stop it. We can
only controlit,” one party leader
said. “They expect us to help
when the floods come, and the
government has been with the
people, giving them financial as-
sistance.

Maintaining that Bihar has
100-per cent coverage in Jan
Dhan accounts, this leader said
affected people are now assured
that money will go “straight into
their account” and not be pock-
eted by a middleman.

Senior RJD leader Manoj Jha,
however, said: “Thisis anabsolute
sham. Have they seen the scale of
devastation? Itis overwhelming,
and people’s vulnerability hasin-
creased manifold. The Nitish
Kumar government has been
completely conspicuous by its ab-
sence. Whatis the basis of this re-
lief? Who knowsiif it has actually
reached the ground?”

05 bypolls to be held around same time as Bihar elections: EC

ENS &PTI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

The Election Commission Friday
announced it would hold bypolls
toone Lok Sabhaand 64 Assembly
seats in 15 states “around the
same time” as the Bihar elections.

“The term of the Bihar as-
sembly ends on November 29
and elections are likely to be held
sometime in  October-

November,” a statement re-
leased by the poll body reads.

The EC's decision was made
after considering feedback and
inputs of state governments and
its Chief Electoral Officers. The de-
cision to club by-elections with
the Bihar polls, the EC's statement
said, was taken, given the “rela-
tive ease of movement of
CAPF/other law and order forces,
and related logistics issues”.

The bypoll for the Valmiki

Nagar Lok Sabha seat in Bihar has
been pending following the death
of JD(U)’s Baidyanath Prasad
Mahto, the sitting MP, in February.

Among the 64 vacant
Assembly seats, 27 arein Madhya
Pradesh — most of which fell va-
cant when rebel Congress mem-
bers resigned from the party and
the assembly to join the BJP, lead-
ing to the fall of the Congress-led
government in the state. The
other vacant seats are in Uttar

Pradesh, Gujarat (eight each),
Manipur  (five),  Assam,
Jharkhand, Kerala, Nagaland,
Tamil Nadu, Odisha (two each),
Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Karnataka
and West Bengal (one each).
The chief secretaries of
Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and
Gujarat and the Chief Electoral
Officer of Kerala have written to
the EC suggesting the deferment
of the by-elections citing rising
Covid-19 cases and heavy rains.

ADDRESS TO IPS PROBATIONERS

Women cops can help stop
J&K youth going astray: PM

DIPANKAR GHOSE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Friday told probation-
ers of the Indian Police Service
that there must be a collective ef-
fort to prevent “children from
going down the wrong path”,
and this work can be “done very
well by women police officers”,
especially in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Speaking via video confer-
ence at “Dikshant Samaroh” of
trainee officers at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel National Police
Academy in Hyderabad, Modi
also praised the humane face of
the police that has emerged dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.

Responding to a question
fromanIPS officer who has been
allotted the Jammu and Kashmir
cadre, Modi praised the people
there and hoped that the gov-
ernment would be able to en-
sure their happinesss.

“The terror-related news that
we read becomes the main
news. But the area has a specialty
besides that, too—be it Jammu,
the Valley, Ladakh or Kargil. I
have been fortunate to have
worked there for a long time.
They are very good people,” he
said. “Aur mujhe vishwaas hai ki
hum sabke prayaas se unki jo
khushnumazindagi hai, woh hum
waapis le aayenge (I have faith
that with our efforts, we will be
able to bring back happiness in
their lives).”

On efforts to help youngsters
from deviating from the right

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Home Minister Amit
Shah during the video interaction on Friday. P11

path, Modi said: “Hum logon ke
samuhik prayatna se jo bacche
galat raaste pe chale jaate hai,
unko pehle se hi rokne ka kaam
karna hai. Aur vo kaam mahila
police officers se bahut accha ho
sakta hai. Un bacchon ko vaapis
laaney mein, unki maataon ko
samjhaane mein (Through col-
lective efforts, we have to work
towards stopping children from
taking the wrong path, and this
can be done very well by women
police officers—to bring them
back on the right path, to make
their mothers understand).”
“I'have faith that you will pro-
vide that kind of leadership,” he
said. The Prime Minister said the
people of Kashmir have a special
strength in working with tex-
tiles, and asked officers to be-
come involved in activities like
these. “In every home...the kind
of shawls, textile work they dois
unique. Even during policing, if
you get two or three days' leave,
make small groups of women
and show them what you know,

and learn from them the tradi-
tional knowledge of textiles. And
then connect the two. Show
them modern designing, and
you will see this will become a
big strength in your policing as
well,” he said.

On the humane face of the
police that has emerged during
the pandemic, Modi said, “The
police force has been the first to
get affected by Covid-19, partic-
ularly in Indore (Madhya
Pradesh).... For an average citi-
zen, the police meant danda (ba-
ton)...the police meant atrocity.
By and large, this was the picture
that had been formed. This does
not mean police personnel have
not done humane things - they
have.... But there has never been
a collective impact. During the
pandemic, (people have seen)
police personnel sing songs, try
to educate people through these
songs, give water and food to
people on the footpath, risk their
own lives to take a patient (to
hospital).”

optimism.”

thing.

goals and aspirations.

Mrs. Manju Gaur
Director, Gaurs Group of Schools

“The future of humanity is in the
hands of those who are capable
of providing the generations to
come with reasons for life and

N THE birth Anniversary of Dr. S Radhakrishnan,
the entire nation is celebrating Teachers Day, and |
take this special occasion, to wish the entire
teaching fraternity a Happy Teachers Day. The
teachers today are enacting a larger-than-life role in their
students’ lives, not only enabling them to continue with
their education, but also helping them to cope with the
COVID-19 situation through mental strength and agility.
The way educators and students have evolved themselves,
absorbing the positive perspective of pandemic, ostensibly
indicates that teamwork and commitment outshines every-

We all know the undeniable quintessence of education in
our lives. It defines a personality and thus forms the future of
the nation. Educating new generations is a task of respon-
sibility which requires dedication and perseverance. At
Gaurs International School, our endeavour is to instil pride in
each of our students in being an Indian. We believe in em-
powering the future generation with modernity, along with
a firmly rooted value system. Undoubtedly, this year has
been a challenge for all of us. The pandemic has shown a
different outlook towards life and resources. The only pur-
pose of GIS team is to impart education in the best possible
way, preparing our students not only to have a healthy re-
spect for the changes that have come about in the education
system and in their lives, but also to take them in their stride,
so that no challenge can waver them from reaching their

I strongly believe that— “Education is the soul of the so-
ciety as it passes from one generation to another.” As a part
of our social responsibility, we have also reached out to the
underprivileged girls in the adjoining areas and have been
constantly trying to remove the darkness of ignorance from
their lives and light up the flame of knowledge. Thus, while
being international in its outlook, Gaurs International
School has always remained culturally and morally strong.

I once again wish all the educators, a Happy Teachers
Day, for their incessant efforts to light the torch of knowledge
in the mind and heart of the young generation, notonly as a
teacher but also as a mentor and as an Awakener.

G, URS

INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL
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KANAK KOTNAL, CLASS XII

Guardian angel

One name missing from the list of'COVID superheroes’
is, teachers. Our not-so-tech-savvy teachers are facing a
lot of difficulties during this pandemic. Every day since
the start of online school, teachers are trying to under-
stand technology and keep up with the students. From
taking classes to personally calling students for their
well-being, our teachers are doing it all. Some are even
going overboard and giving extra hours from their per-
sonal life to students who require their help. They go
through hour after hour of classes and still manage to
smile at every greeting they receive.

I have known my love towards reading and writing for
a long time now, and my teachers have showed me
ways to pursue it as a career. If not for them, | would
have never known that | could do something I ab-
solutely love and get paid for. For every competition |
lost in, they made me enroll in more. Every time |
thought | had shattered their faith in my ability, they
smiled, patted my back and wished me luck for the next
time. Had | not seen their generous gestures and kind
smiles during the toughest of times, | would have lost my
last hope. Year after year teachers changed, but what
didn’t, was the support and love all of them showered.
This year has not been the way we expected but we are
learning to be empathetic and flexible. Teachers are and
always will be our guardian angel on earth.
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A heartfelt thanks to Educators on Teachers Day

Mr. Asheesh Kumar
Sharma, CEO

Y

Airconditioned Classroom with Smart Boards for enhanced learning

MALYA SINGH, CLASS XII

A Salute to Teachers - Gaurs

International School

Teachers are one of the most important pillars of so-
ciety — they spend their entire lives enabling stu-
dents to learn and explore. Furthermore, teachers
also increase the literacy rate in our country, thereby
enabling opportunities and jobs that will help stu-
dents secure their lives. Guru Purnima is an Indian

It is not enough to have a Dream unless | am willing to
pursue it.

Today India is celebrating Teachers Day. On this special occasion, |
wish the entire teaching community a very Happy Teachers Day.

“I have always felt that the true text-book for the pupil is
his teacher.”

These words by Mahatma Gandhi are veracious during these Pan-
demic times. Education is a voyage that takes us not only into the deep
realms of knowledge, but with its application in unconventional and
expressive ways, we can make learning meaningful and exciting for our
students.

The benevolent senior management has always shown tremendous
confidence in its leaders, with their unstinted patronage and encour-
agement.

It's a belief that together the whole country will overcome this prob-
lem of COVID-19 and our teachers will all soon be back to teach and
learn. My heartfelt appreciation and salute to all the Corona warriors who
are holding the hands of the children on the virtual platform to em-
power them with the strength of knowledge.

I salute my teachers for
adapting and learning
technology overnight to
ensure education of
students is taken care

ADVERTORIAL

Move on like the sunlight in the darkness
Like aroller in the ocean, Move on...

A e

festival dedicated to honoring academic and spiri-

tual leaders. The birth of the second President of India
Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, on 5th September, is
celebrated as Teachers Day. When he became the
president of India, some of his students and friends
wanted to honour him by celebrating his birthday
on a grand scale. He replied that he would feel hon-

oured, only if the contribution of each and every

teacher could be recognized and appreciated on that
day. And ever since then, 5th September is cele-

brated as Teachers Day.

Even in these times of the pandemic, our teach-
ers never let us down. Whether they are comfortable
with online teaching or not, they use this medium to

reach out to us and help us in our studies. Now it's

time for us to thank them. It's our turn to make our
teachers feel proud of us. The best way to thank a
teacher is doing well academically, being a good per-
son at heart, and contributing well to the society.

New Delhi

[

Mrs. Shuchi Sinha

Principal

THE TEACHERS Day is celebrated to
commemorate the birth anniversary of
India’s second President Dr. S. Rad-
hakrishnan. He was a thinker, a
philosopher and an educationalist and
also the President of India. | take great
pride, therefore, to wish the entire
teaching fraternity a very Happy
Teachers day.

During these trying times, our GIS
teachers have not only ignited and
touched the heart and soul of our stu-
dents, through online teaching, but
also showered them with love and af-
fection to give them mental strength. The daily struggles to become
tech-savvy, the manoeuvrings to catch the attention of a class of forty in
avirtual arena and the constant juggling between home and work have
not been able to deter the teachers from their goals or dampen their
spirits. | admire the inner strength and determination that each teacher
bears to nurture our future generations.

On behalf of my respected staff and myself, | take a pledge to re-com-
mit ourselves to the cause of educating every child within our domain. Ed-
ucation can never be limited within the four walls of the classroom or the
boundaries of a school. Itis the strength of education that is helping all
of us to fight shoulder to shoulder against the pandemic. The medical sci-
ence will provide the cure but it is education which is helping us every day
against the uncertainty of the pandemic.

Under the umbrella of Gaurs team of esteemed leaders, Gaurs Inter-
national School has always forged ahead and is constantly reaching
new heights of success with its ‘avante-garde’ ideas, embracing evolved
systems of education. Right from training our teachers, to introducing
user-friendly systems for parents, adopting interactive teaching peda-
gogy, we have not left any stone unturned. The school with its ethos of
love, care, compassion and knowledge has stood apart from others.

The society owes it to these warriors, for ushering in hope and paint-
ing the dreams of our children on the canvas of their life. On this special
day, | pray to the Almighty to bestow each one of us with good health and
wealth of knowledge and Wisdom so that our Midas touch can brighten
up the life of each and every child we touch in this country.
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GOVT & POLITICS

BIRTHDAY PLANS

SACHIN PILOT was in the news for over amonth because of his
showdown with Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot. With
the former deputy CM's 43rd birthday coming up on Monday;,
his supporters were keen on a show of strength. But Pilot, who
has left it to the Congress high command to resolve the situ-
ation, is in no mood to escalate matters and has told his sup-
porters to not come to Jaipurin large numbers to wish him. A
large gathering could also violate Covid protocol. So, his sup-
porters have come up with another idea. The plan is to set up
blood donation camps at 300 locations across the state. It is to
be seen how the massive drive will be interpreted politically.

soured in recent months.

TESTING TIME

WITH THE monsoon session set to begin, Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha Secretariats have taken precautions for a “safe” session.
All MPs will have to get the RT-PCR test done 72 hours before
the session commences on September 14, they were informed.
According to the SOPs issued on Friday, the MPs should get the
testdone in their constituencies before travelling to Delhi and
at Parliament premises after their arrival September 11 on-
ward. If they have been tested before travel, they will have to
take the antigen test immediately after arrival. The MPs will
be allowed to attend the session only if they produce the test
result as negative. Testing centres have been set up in
Parliament’s Reception Office. After testing negative in the anti-
gen test, if one has any symptoms, he or she will have to take
RT-PCR test and go for home isolation until the results comes.

LOOKING AT OPTIONS

THE LJP has called a meeting of its Bihar Parliamentary Board
on Monday to discuss the strategy for Assembly election. The
meeting will be attended by LJP’s Bihar unit leaders and party
president Chirag Paswan will address participants. Sources
said the party may discuss options, including withdrawing
support to the Nitish Kumar government and fielding candi-
dates against JD(U). Ties between the two NDA allies have

Kerala: 2 CPM workers
injured in Kannur blast

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 4

TWO CPM workers were seri-
ously injured in a blast at party
stronghold Kathirur village in
Kerala’s Kannur district Friday.

Police officers said the blast
took place when the party work-
ers were making bombs ata shed
erected on agricultural land.
“Two seriously injured persons
have been hospitalised. We have
learnt that several others were
present at the time of blast. They
might have escaped with minor
injuries,” a police officer said.

It is learnt that among the
two seriously injured is P M
Rameesh, who was an accused
in the murder of CPM rebel T P
Chandrasekharan in 2012, but

was acquitted by the court. “He
has suffered serious injuries on
palms. The other person P Saju
has also sustained severe in-
juries,” a police officer said.

BJP state president K
Surendran alleged that the rul-
ing CPM is planning to unleash
violence across Kerala to divert
attention fromissues such as the
gold smuggling case. “CPM has
tried to foment violence and
nurture a bomb culture in Kerala
whenever it has been in the dock
for various scandals. Police
should conduct an impartial
probe into the blast,” he said.

CPM’s Kannur district secre-
tary MV Jayarajan condemned
the incident. “We have influence
inthe area, but our workers have
no role in the blast.. We have
sought a comprehensive probe
into the blast,” he said.

Delhi court stays release of IPS officer’s book on Asaram

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

A DELHI court Friday stayed the
release of abook on Asaram, writ-
ten by the IPS officer who led the
Rajasthan Police team that ar-
rested the self-styled godman on
charges of rape seven years ago.
The court of Additional District
Judge R L Meena stayed the re-
lease of'Gunning for the Godman:
The True Story Behind Asaram
Bapu’s Conviction' till the next
hearing on September 30, follow-
inganappeal by Sanchita Gupta,a
co-accused in the rape case that
led to Asaram being jailed for life.
The court's order came a day

before the book was scheduled to
be released virtually.

Gupta's lawyer, Vijay
Aggarwal, told the court that the
book “claims to be a true story,
however, is at variance with the
trial record and mostimportantly
interfered with Sanchita’s appeal
which was sub-judice and where
the Hon’ble High Court of
Rajasthan had already suspended
her sentence”.

Inits order, the court said that
itis “of the considered view that
plaintiff's reputation is at stake
and her reputation would suffer
irreparable harm, if the ex parte
injunctionis not granted, particu-
larly when the said book is to be
published 05.09.2020".

Therefore, it said, the “defen-
dants are restrained from pub-
lishing the said book...till the next
date of hearing” on September
30. It also restrained publisher
Harper Collins, Amazon and
Flipkart from publishing or sell-
ing the book till then.

The book has been written by
Ajay Pal Lamba, who is now
Additional Commissioner of
Police, Jaipur,and co-authored by
Sanjeev Mathur. Harper Collins
did not comment but Lamba de-
scribed the developmentaas “very
unfortunate”.

“The book is based on facts,
which are in the public domain. I
have only compiled those factsand
turned theminto a book," Lamba,

BRIDGING DISTANCE

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar addresses the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ meeting via
video conferencing, in Delhi on Friday. AN

US-INDIA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP FORUM SUMMIT

Rupani: Power consumption up,
state economy has bounced back

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 4

CITING POWER consumption,
Guyjarat Chief Minister Vijay Rup-
anion Friday said the state’s “econ-
omy hasrebounced and s steadily
back on the growth curve”.

Addressing the US-India Stra-
tegic Partnership Forum’s
(USISPF) Third Annual Leadership
Summit via video-conferencing,
the Chief Minister invited the US
businesses to invest in Gujarat,
callingitanideal investment des-
tination,

Rupani said that Gujarat’s
economy has bounced back from
the impact of the pandemic.

Using power consumption as
the indicator, Rupani said, “l am
happy to share that on August 29,
2020, our power consumption
was 5 per cent more than power
consumed the same time last
year. This clearly shows that the
economy has rebounced and is
steadily back on growth curve.”

Rupani also announced thata
senior nodal officer would be ap-
pointed from his office to facilitate

thaen |
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Gujarat CM Vijay Rupani

partnerships between US compa-
nies and the state government.

Focusing on the pharmaceuti-
cal sector, the Chief Minister
Rupani called upon US companies
to partner with Indian companies
to produce Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients. He also invited firms
working in the financial service
sector to Gujarat. The Gujarat
International Finance Tec-City
(GIFTCity)in Gandhinagar, he said,
was the country’s “first operational
smart city” and International
Financial Services Centre offered
world-class infrastructure.

In the defence sector, Rupani
said, the US had the expertise in
manufacturing and Gujarat has

the ecosystem. “This ecosystem s
supported by our aerospace and
defence policy,” he said.

“For us, a peaceful social envi-
ronment is equally important,”
said Rupani. “Just like you, we also
have the Statue of Unity, standing
tall on the banks of the Narmada
river,” he added.

While asking US companies to
partner with Gujarat to improve
market access to the artisans in
tribal areas through digital educa-
tion, Rupani also invited compa-
nies like Cisco to partner with the
government in the next wave of
digital transformation.

On investment opportunities
inGujarat, Rupani highlighted the
recently released new industrial
policy with provisions such as re-
location benefits, investor-friendly
measures such as delinking incen-
tives from the GST regime and
land on along-term lease.

“To promote a vibrant startup
ecosystem, CM proposed a form-
alised start-up engagement pro-
gram between US and Gujarat in
areas such as semiconductors,
electronicsand e-vehicles,” agov-
ernment statement said.

In five months of FY21, 6.5 lakh households
complete 100 days of MGNREGA work

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

AT LEAST 6.5 lakh households
have already completed 100 days
of employment under the Maha-
tma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Act (MGNREGA) in
five months of the current finan-
cial year.

Data available on the NREGA
portal shows thatoutof 5.73 crore
households that have availed work
under the rural job guarantee
scheme from April 1 to September
4 this year, 6.5 lakh have com-
pleted 100 days of employment.

This number is expected to
rise soon as over 30 lakh house-
holds have completed 81-99 days
of employment so far. The data
also shows that about 19.58 lakh
households have completed be-
tween 71 and 80 days of work.

In the last financial year, 5.48
crore households had availed of
the scheme and 40.64 lakh house-
holds completed 100 days of work.

In the last six years, the num-
ber of households completing 100
days of employment under the
scheme has been in the range of

24-52 lakh but it is expected to
reach a new high during the cur-
rent financial year.

The overall number of house-
holds that availed work under
MGNREGA has already surged to
an all-time high of 5.73 crore in
just five months of the current fi-
nancial year.

Under MGNREGA, every rural
household, an adult member of
which volunteers to do unskilled
manual work, isentitled to atleast
100 days of paid employment in
afinancial year.

While Section 3 (1) of MGN-
REGA provides for “not less than
one hundred days” work per ru-
ral householdina financial year, it
has become de facto upper limit
as the NREGAsoft does not allow
data entries for employment
above 100 days to a household in
afinancial year unless specifically
requested by the state or Union
Territory.

However, in some cases the
government allows 50 additional
days of paid employment. For in-
stance, every Scheduled Tribe
household in a forest area is enti-
tled to 150 days of employment,
provided that such families have

no other private property except
for the land rights granted under
the Forest Rights Act, 2016. Also,
the government, under Section
3(4) of the MGNREGA can provide
50 additional 50 days of unskilled
manual workina financial yearin
rural areas where drought or any
natural calamity has been notified.
Maharashtraallows employment
beyond 100 days under its own
Employment Guarantee Scheme.
In the wake of the pandemic,
there has been ademand for rais-
ing the 100-day employment
limit. On June 17, during a video
conference with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Covid-19 re-
sponse, JDU chief and Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar demanded
an increase in the number of
workdays under MGNREGA from
100 to 200 in this financial year.
The Congress, too, has urged the
Centre to double the number of
assured days of employment.
Nikhil Dey, an activist with
Mazdoor Kishan Shakti Sanga-
than, says the number of mini-
mum days work under the
scheme should be increased to
200 per personinayearinstead of
100 days per household this year.

Overall number of households that availed work under
MGNREGA has surged to all-time high this year. File

MAPPING MGNREGA WORK

Period of Households
Employment

1-14 days 1,54,78,425
15-30days 1,70,69,880
31-40days 67,84,474
41-50days 56,77,605
51-60days 41,22,334
61-70days 25,67,707

Source: nrega.nic.in

Period of Households
Employment

71-80days 19,58,439
81-99days 30,11,139
100days 4,96,286
101-150days 1,45,511
Above 150 days 14267

*Data from April 1to Sept 4

42, told The Indian Express.

The book highlights the inves-
tigation in the case and how a
team led by the 2005-batch IPS of-
ficer arrested Asaram in 2013
within 10 days of receiving arape
complaint from Delhi Police.

In April 2018, a Special Court
inJodhpur found Asaram guilty of
raping a minor girl and charged
him under various IPC sections,
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act(POCSO)and Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act. He was sentenced
to life imprisonment until death
and afine of Rs 1 lakh.

The co-accused, Gupta, was a
warden of the hostel where the
minor girl was staying in 2013. A

trial courtin Rajasthan had found
her guilty of hatching a "criminal
conspiracy with accused Asaram
and sent the prosecutrix to him so
that he could sexually assault her”.

Guptalater filed anappeal be-
fore Rajasthan High Court, which
suspended her sentence till final
disposal of the appeal.

On Friday, Gupta's lawyer ar-
gued that "when the sentence had
been suspended, Sanchitawasen-
titled to presumption of inno-
cence..it was completely possible
that the High Court of Rajasthan
could order a re-examination of
witnesses or even a retrial and in
suchacircumstance, the publica-
tionof the Bookinits present form
could not be allowed”.

MHA to states:
Parole, furlough
concession; not
absolute right

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

EXPRESSING CONCERN over
crimes being committed by pris-
oners on parole, furlough or by
those prematurely released, the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
has sentanadvisory to states, ask-
ing them to exercise due diligence
in releasing prisoners and follow
the guidelinesitissued.

The MHA, in an advisory, has
argued that “release on parole is
not an absolute right” and is a
“concession”,and has asked states
to review their existing practices
for such an exercise.

The ministry has asked states
to not release prisoners who are
considered athreat to the security
of the state or to individuals, and
not grant such concessions as a
“matter of routine” to those in-
volved in heinous crimes.

Sources said the move has
been triggered by reports of sev-
eral prisoners, particularly those
serving a sentence of less than
sevenyears, being released on pa-
role and furlough and some of
them going on to commit crimes.
“In the wake of the pandemic,
states are under pressure to re-
lease prisoners in order to avoid
overcrowding in prisons.
However, in the process a lot of
prisonersare being released with-
out adherence to guidelines,” an
MHA official said.

The ministry advisory says,
“Imprisonment besides being a
mode of punishment alsoaims at
protecting the society from crim-
inal activities. A balance is, there-
fore, considered essential be-
tween ensuring the rights of
inmates and protecting the soci-
ety from further harm.”

The ministry has said that
prison is a state subject and all
states have theirownrules for pa-

UTTARAKHAND

role, furlough, remission and pre-
mature release based on good
conduct of the prisoners. It has,
however, said that concerns have
been raised about such prisoners
committing crimes once out of jail
and thus states must carefully reg-
ulate release of prisoners.

“Itis, therefore, important for
state authorities to review their
guidelines to ensure that the facil-
ity and concession given to in-
mates, by way of parole, furlough
and premature release etc. with
the intention of providing them
relief and rehabilitation, is not
abused and misused by themand
their advantage does not turninto
disadvantage and nuisance for the
society atlarge,” the advisory says.

It has asked states to include
four new provisions in guidelines
forrelease of prisoners:

B Grant of parole and furlough to
those offenders whose release
may have adverse impact on the
security of the State or safety of in-
dividuals may be strictly restricted.
M The parole rules of states, in-
cluding the criteria, duration and
frequency, may be reviewed after
making an assessment based on
their experience about the bene-
fitsand detriments of such parole.
M Parole and furlough may not be
granted asamatter of routine and
may be decided by a committee
of officers and behavioural ex-
perts, who may meetas per requ-
irement, keeping in view all rele-
vant factors, especially for inmates
sentenced for sexual offences and
serious crimes such as murder,
child abduction, violence etc.

M Itmaybe useful toinvariably in-
clude an expert psychologist/
criminologist/ correctional admin-
istration expertasamemberofthe
sentence review board and in the
committee which decides grant of
parole and furlough to inmates
and obtain their opinion before
such temporary release.

The court was told that on
August 11, excerpts from the book
were published on the website
Scroll, which has also been made
arespondent in the case along
with its editor-in-chief.

Gupta's petition stated that the
excerpts "show how the Book
portrays the Plaintiffina poor light
which has lowered the Plaintiff's
reputation in the eyes of the peo-
pleatlarge...”.

Gupta's petition alleged that
the contents of the book were
"concocted" and "scandalous”,
and an attempt to "garner cheap
publicity on the back of the name
of the Plaintiff and more impor-
tantly her co-accused in the wake
of the Book’s launch...”.

BJP MLA in
Odisha beats up
engineer, arrested

AISHWARYA MOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR, SEPTEMBER 4

BARIPADA BJP MLA Prakash
Sorenwas arrested Friday for al-
legedly thrashing an assistant
executive engineer of the Inte-
grated Tribal Development
Agency (ITDA) for not awarding
contracts to his partymen.

The complainant, Ganpati
Jena, alleged that he was
thrashed, abused and told to give
awork order to BJP workers. He
also alleged that Soren de-
manded Rs 5 lakh from him and
threatened to kill him if he did
not agree to the terms. Jena is at
ahospital, police said. His condi-
tion is said to be stable.

Soren has been booked un-
der multiple sections of the [PC.

“We produced him in court
and sought remand. Further in-
vestigations are underway,” said
Smit Parmar, SP, Mayurbhanj.

AGUSTAWESTLAND
HC defers hearing

on ED plea to
cancel Saxena bail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

THE DELHI High Court Friday de-
ferred hearing of the Enforcement
Directorate’s (ED) plea, seeking
cancellation of bail to approver
Rajiv Saxena in the Agusta-
Westland case as it was informed
thatthe agency isin the process of
challenging the earlier HC ruling
which declined to revoke Saxena’s
status as approver at this stage.
During the hearing of the ED
petition seeking recall of his bail
order, the counsel representing
the agency sought adjournment
of the case for two weeks. The
single bench of Justice C Hari
Kumar allowed the request.
OnJune 8,HC had upheld the
lower court order dismissing
ED’s plea for revocation of Sax-
ena’s status as approver. In 2019,
the agency moved a plea for rev-
ocation, saying Saxena failed to
disclose “full and true set of facts/
circumstances in his knowledge”.

Cabinet nod to incentives to set
up telecom towers in ‘dark villages’

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, SEPTEMBER 4

THE UTTARAKHAND cabinet on
Friday approved an amendment
inthe states’ information technol-
ogy (IT) policy to provide incen-
tives of up to Rs 40 lakh to facili-
tate private telecom companies to
install towers in ‘dark villages’
where telecommunication facili-
ties are unavailable at present.

‘Darkvillages’ are rural habita-
tions where no telecom service
provider (TSP) or internet service
provider (ISP)is available. The de-
cision by the state cabinet is sig-
nificant from a strategic point of
view as generally such villages in
Uttarakhand are located along the
international borders with China
and Nepal.

According to government
sources, there are 438 ‘dark vil-
lages’ in the state at present.
Telecom companies hesitateinin-
stalling towers in such areas be-
cause they donotfind it financially
viable, they said.

“If any service provider will
submit a proposal to install tele-
com services in such villages, an

New Delhi

The cabinet also approved a
proposal for expansion of a
helipad at Kedarnath shrine

incentive of 30 per cent of the
project cost or Rs 40 lakh,
whichever is lower, will be pro-
vided by the government to the
company,” said an official.

The cabinet proposal says the
decisionwill attractinvestmentin
the state in the information and
communication technology and
electronics sectors.

The state cabinet also ap-
proved a proposal for the expan-
sionofahelipad at the Kedarnath
shrine in Rudraprayag district to
make it suitable for the landing of
IAF's Chinook helicopters.

A Chinook requires a helipad

with an area of more than 5,000
square metres. Kedarnath at pres-
ent hasone MI-26 helipad withan
area of 2,000 square metres and
another VIP helipad with an area
of 2,400 square meters.

Sources said the Chinook heli-
copterswill be used to transport to
Kedarnath newly-procured heavy
machineries whichare required for
rebuilding works after the 2013
floods. Thetargetis tocomplete the
expansion of helipad by October so
that maximum development
works canbe completed before the
onset of snow. However, a senior
government functionary said the
helipad’s expansion is important
from a “strategic point of view” as
it will facilitate the landing of ad-
vanced IAF helicopters as well as
transportation.

The cabinet also approved a
proposal to launch the Tourists
Incentive Coupon (TIC) scheme to
revive the tourism industry that
suffered a setback during the lock-
down. Under this scheme, tourists
will be provided concessions of up
to Rs 1,000 in their accommoda-
tion bills in hotels and home stays.
Incentive coupons will be pro-
vided on e-bookings only.
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A Teacher: Takes a hand, Opens a mind and Touches a heart

THESE days with the world facing its greatest
danger, we have all found ways and means to
continue life as normally as possible. Teaching
has continued though virtually and you all my
dear teachers have been doing it happily and
wonderfully well. For all of us at SIS, 5th of Sep-
tember has always been a very important cele-
bration, A day when we let you know how good
you all are and how much we appreciate you for
making SIS the wonderful school that it is. Thank
you all for continuing your work so beautifully
and diligently inspite of the difficulties you might
be facing. | wish each one of you a very happy
teachers' day and | am quite sure you will con-
tinue with your hard work.

MS. KAMLESH JACOB,
Director
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TEACHING means adapting to The New which
has proven true in current situation of prevailing
pandemic. You can never know everything, and
there is always a scope to learn new things, ab-
sorb fresh knowledge every time.As teachers, we
always want to give our best and make the teach-
ing learning process an enjoyable one.

I have experienced that when we provide joyful
learning environment to the students, we canim-
prove on their involvement and learning out-
comes. Once a student trusts you, your power be-
comes endless.

Online teaching requires more effort in terms
of preparation than conventional teaching.As a
teacher, it has been a totally new experience for
me, teaching and learning under present scenario
i.e. virtual teaching where one needs to be well-
planned, for active engagement that allows the
learners opportunities for interaction and hands-
on, experimental learning.

Atlast, | would say: teaching and learning go to-
gether.

MS. RENU TANEJA

“Teaching is not subject to your subject
only but it's subject to shaping up a future”.
With every passing day, | feel proud of being a
teacher, | have tried to make a difference in the
lives of my students. For me to impart knowl-
edge is also to impart wisdom. During these
challenging times of global pandemic, teaching
online seemed to be a challenge at first for
many of us, but it became a tool of effective
teaching and learning process for both teach-
ers and students.

MS. SHWETA SACHDEVA

“The True

for ourselves”

Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan

Teachers are those
who help us think

1
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LEARNING is considered successful only if it
brings about a positive and constructive change
in the learner. The idea behind joyful teaching
learning process is to make everyone involved
lifelong learners; not only students but also the
teachers.A teacher can no longer have the com-
petency to teach if she/he has stopped learning.
My teaching career has bestowed me with skills
like decision making, leadership, Communica-
tion, Managing Stress etc. which unfortunately
our education system couldn't provide me
while | was a student. This very fact encourages
me to not only just teach my subject but to
teach my subject while ensuring that these
skills are developed in my students.

MS. KOMAL,
Vice-Principal

THE education system has changed completely
due to the pandemic .But we at SNEH have left
no stone unturned to teach our students and en-
sure every possible way so that the quality of
teaching doesn’t get affected. As educators, we
have implemented every possible technique and
strategy so that the students are completely en-
gaged in learning.As a result, the students are
enjoying this medium of online teaching and
they always look forward to join the class. It has
become a win -win situation for everyone and
tomorrow even if we have to start offline classes
itis going to be an easy transition.

MS. PREETI SINGH

IWAS never IT inclined, so when | started out
with the virtual classes during the pandemic, |
had to reshape and restructure my classroom
practices in a way that would ensure engage-
ment of the students. But what preponderates
this challenge is the exasperation | feel for not
being able to be physically present in the class
and be with my students. | reminisce the time
when [ would move back & forth in the class-
room, it has now been sadly replaced by pinning
up the students in the virtual classroom. | had
never imagined that | would be at the mercy of
the camera to have a glimpse of my students.
Well, we know that we have to make this transi-
tion practically successful, but it is indeed very
hard to come by and | hope to come to grips
with it and wish for things to be normal soon.

MS. SHRUTI VERMA

TEACHING at SNEH has always been an ex-
citing and vibrant part of my life. | always
have a great time with my students who give
me confidence that | need to keep progress-
ing. For me, teaching means a variety of
teaching strategies, learning material and to
carry new ideas every day to the class. Teach-
ing my subject by play way method and inter-
acting a lot with students, make my lessons
enjoyable. There is nothing better than seeing
your students eager to learn and participate.
The greatest compliment is when a student
approaches you after many years and tells
you something like, “You really helped me
learn..."

MS. ANJANA DAWAR ARORA
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HAPPY TEACHERS' DAY

THE pandemic situation COVID-19, (Coron-
avirus) in which we are placed today, is one
which the country —and, indeed, the world —
has not witnessed earlier and, hopefully,
would not have to witness again. A joint, co-
hesive and concerted effort, alone, can result
in success in this struggle.

We're quick to recognize our nation's
teachers, these dedicated people are busy
shaping the goals and dreams of our future
generations, and they deserve all the honor
and accolades we can heap upon them.

Itis our endeavor to provide quality edu-
cation by holding classes through online
platforms. The effortin physically teaching
students, in a regular classroom, cannot even
remotely be compared with the effort that
the teachers have to expend, in providing
online education. It is a matter of common
knowledge that, in doing so, the persever-
ance of the teachers, and the strain to which
they subject themselves, is tremendous, and
their efforts referred to, often, as the noblest
among all noble professions —require to be
commended in the highest terms.

So, thank you to all the teachers, to show
how powerful you are, as individuals and
also as professionals.

SUBHASH DHINGRA
Chairman, SNEH International School

THESE days classrooms have shifted from the
school to our rooms where distractions are
more but our commitment to teach stands con-
stant.What a joy to see children in front of your
screens sending us beams of positivity. | had
never thought that teaching could be this dy-
namic and so the pandemic has alighted the
lamp of innovation in us where we teachers
keep finding new ways and means to make our
teaching learning an enriching experience.
Teaching has always been a stress buster for
me because when I'm with my students | forget
the world around me. Each day is like stepping
into a magician’s hat, entering a world of pos-
sibilities and coming out as a better person.

MS. DEEPTI ARYA

JOYFUL learning is the art of awakening the nat-
ural curiosity of young minds.We as teachers aim
to ensure that each and every student learns and
enjoys learning. To enhance their interest in the
class, the element of anticipation is developed.
Use of flash cards, puppets, face masks, games
and realia make learning interesting, fun and im-
pactful. During the pandemic, to make virtual
classrooms efficacious, meticulous planning is
done to make sessions interactive, innovative &
child friendly. The world of children is full of love,
happiness and the unquestioning faith in the
goodness around them.We as teachers strive to
keep this belief alive.

MS. SABEHA MEHMOOD,
Headmistress

MY teaching experience at SNEH has been in-
credible. In the current scenario, online delivery
of the course is a challenging prospect, as switch-
ing from on-site (or brick) to online (or click) is a
significant change. We are no longer a 'sage on
the stage'; rather we have become a ‘guide on
thesside'. Itis true that a lot of online teaching
success is about course organization, like making
sure content is clear, posted in the right place and
linked to working supplementary materials.
However, over time online teaching has become
an exciting new sandbox to experiment with dif-
ferent creative teaching methods | take this op-
portunity to thank our Chairman for his commit-
ment to the cause of education that has been the
guiding force always. Even in these tough times,
itis our Principal's foresight that has led to the
forming of platforms to ensure that learning
must never pause whatever the situation is.

MS. SARIKA JAIN

SNEH as the name suggests love and compas-
sion, has given me the same and these two
words have been inculcated in my dealing with
students. The school has appreciated me,
guided me, corrected me and most importantly
given me beautiful children. Their smile keeps
me young and full of life. It has been a pleasure
teaching these lovely children at SNEH with all
new facilities like the white board, Tata Class
Edge, 3 D Movies etc. In this pandemic situation
when we are taking virtual classes, the teaching
leaning process is full of fun with different activ-
ities, celebrations, videos and virtual tours.

MS. TINNI RAHA

“A teacher is effective if she can direct,
guide, facilitate and support students to
achieve certain academic satisfaction.”
From March, 2020 the schools have been
'homeschooled’ and traditional classrooms
have been replaced with ‘online meetings'.
The importance of classroom teaching is un-
deniable but this pandemic has proved that
the teachers are ready to perform their duty
with same diligence. PBL (Project Based learn-
ing) and AIL (Art Based Learning) can be the
best tools to keep the students involved and
make them learn with fun. As a teacher | think
| have become more innovative due to these
virtual classes.

MS. NIKITA GOEL

‘Thanks To All My Teachers for Making
Me What | am Today’

Role of aTeacher is not only to impart knowl-
edge of a particular subject but also to instill
confidence so that the student starts enjoying
the learing process, develops interest, tries to
find solutions, takes decisions and achieves an
exponential growth.Whenever | see my stu-
dents sitting in the library making notes on their
own, in the laboratories doing some small re-
search project, engaged in role play, debates or
Artintegrated projects in Social Science or lan-
guage classes, solving puzzles & problems of
Science & Mathematics with their peers, | know
for sure that we as teachers have achieved our
goal.Joyful classrooms promote faster learning
and creates enthusiasm amongst students. Cre-
ative and Critical thinking is promoted by de-
signing & writing for Magazines, Brochures, Sto-
ries, Picture books, Posters, creating Paintings,
Music & Songs, doing Surveys, Graphs, making
Videos, & being close to Nature.

MS. ALKA MATHUR,

Principal
=
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I WAS born to be a teacher

| was trained to be a teacher,

But | became a friend sharing silly jokes
and playing with my students.

I was trained to be a teacher,

But | became caretaker helping my stu-
dents dress up for an event.

| was trained to be a teacher,

But | became a teammate working with
my students for interclass competitions.
| was trained to be a teacher,

But | became a treasurer keeping secrets
of my students.

| was trained to be a teacher,

But | became tech savvy teaching my stu-
dents virtually in this pandemic.

I was trained to be...

MS. ROHINI TANDON

WITH changing times, the teaching method-
ologies have also changed. Making English
learning joyful, has always been a predominant
thought in my mind. Creating interesting learn-
ing techniques, to integrate fun with learning, is
what | have always strived for. As, it is said that
learning is a continuous process, which has
proved apt in the prevailing times of global
pandemic, where now | am teaching online. “ It
is not a lecture classroom online.” “It has to be
an active learning classroom online.” Teaching
English is my passion and | cannot possibly see
myself doing anything else! The road which was
unknown has now become the path | am walk-
ingon...and intent to keep walking.

MS. MEENAKSHI ARORA

Teachers as online warriors of education.
Being an educator itself is a constant learing
process, and with the advent of online teaching,
(thanks to mysterious ‘Corona’) teaching learning
process has changed dramatically. | never thought
of exploring technology with such great pace. The
definition of Quality education has undergone a
metamorphosis in the online mode. Rich texts, im-
ages, videos, audios, and games bring fun, excite-
ment, collaboration, and challenge to learning. The
learners, being digital natives, view online classes
as "edutainment than education’ and continually
setnew learning goals for themselves. It also al-
lows learners to learn at their own pace, revisiting
the lesson as many times as they wish before mov-
ing on to the next stage.

DR. RANJANA DHAR

SNEH International School, New Rajdhani Enclave, Vikas Marg, New Delhi, Contact Us:011-22016772,011-42440772, E-Mail: sneh@snehinternationalschool.com, Website: www.snehinternationalschool.com

New Delhi
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Centre said NTCA will
look into the matter.

NEW DELHI
HCasksCentre
todecideonpleas
over ‘man-eaters’

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Friday asked the
Centre to decide on rep-
resentations alleging that
wild animals, especially
tigers, were allegedly be-
ing killed on the pretext
of them being man-
eaters, in violation of the
guidelines and rules. The
Centre said the National
Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) will
look into the matter and
that a decision will be
taken. The court was
hearing a petition filed by
an activist alleging that
private shooters are being
engaged by state author-
ities for hunting wild an-
imals, who are said to be
man-eaters. ENS

TRIPURA

Man booked for
molesting two
children

Agartala: A man was
charged with sexually
abusing two minors in
Agartala, officials said on
Friday. According to the
complaint lodged on
Thursday, he allegedly
molested two girls, aged
4and 7, while the parents
of the victims were not at
home. No arrests have
been made in the case so
far. Speaking to reporters,
the officer in-charge of
the police station where
the case was filed saidthe
incident took place on
August 28. The accused
was booked under
Section 354 of the IPCand
section 8 of the POCSO
Act. ENS

GUJARAT
Four held with
‘illegal’ firearms
on border

Ahmedabad: Four persons
were arrested on the
Gujarat-Rajasthan border
in Banaskantha district,
on Thursday, for posses-
sion of at least four
firearms and multiple
rounds of live ammuni-
tion. According to the po-
lice, a vehicle coming
from Abu road in
Rajasthan was inter-
cepted at Amirgadh bor-
der check post in
Banaskantha on
Thursday, wherein police
recovered unlicensed
weapons and
ammunition. The four
have been booked under
the Arms Act. ENS

RAJASTHAN
Forestguard
runover by
tractor, critical

Kota: A forest guard was
critically injured in
Rajasthan’s Baran after he
was allegedly run over by
a tractor and dragged
some 200 metres by 5-7
people who attacked his
patrolling squad during
an anti-encroachment
drive on Friday;, officials
said. The squad suc-
ceeded in detaining one
of the encroachers.
Assistant Conservator of
Forest =~ Mohammad
Hafeez said the depart-
ment received informa-
tion about encroachment
ongovernment land at 11
pmonThursday. Asquad
comprising 12 personnel
reached the spot at 1.30
amon Friday when five to
seven people attacked
them, he said. PTI

TRACKING INDIA'S COVID CURVE

T3 CASES:
185 39,36,747

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN
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TESTS: 4,66,79,145 | DOUBLING RATE: 33.18%*

RECOVERED: 30,37,151
DEATHS: 68,472

A

- =
KEYSTATES TOTAL | SURGEIN |7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* |  TIME**
mMaharashtra | 8,43,844 18,105 | 2.02% | 35.63
mTamil Nadu 4,45,851 5,892 | 145% | 49.82
mAndhra 4,65,730 10,199 | 245% | 29.36
mKarnataka 3,70,206 8,865 | 2.58% | 2793
mUttar Pradesh | 2,47,101 5662 | 246% | 29.25
* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days ~ ** Calculated over 7-day growth

1.74

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASE FATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.82 8.58 83,341
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

8.43

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on September 3, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

66,659

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

Ahealth worker takes a swab sample from a woman to test for Covid-19 in New Delhi on Friday. Amit Mehra

In Punjab,

Nno MmMore

posters outside
homes with Covid
patients in isolation

NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 4

COVID-19 PATIENTS in home iso-
lation in Punjab will no longer
have to suffer the fear and stigma
of social isolation resulting from
posters affixed at the entrance of
their homes. Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh on
Friday reversed his government’s
earlier decision of putting posters
outside the houses of Covid pa-
tients under home isolation or
quarantine. Posters where already
affixed may be removed, he said.

“The move is aimed at min-
imising the stigma resulting
from the affixing of such posters
at the front doors of such pa-
tients, thus also negating the fear
of testing,” the CM said.

In a related development,
Punjab government on Friday
organised a video conference to
dispel the notion of stigma and
discrimination against people
testing positive for coronavirus.
The measures mooted during
the virtual conference were am-

plifying correct vocabulary like
"people who have Covid-19"in-
stead of "Covid-19 cases" and
“Covid-19 victims", share posi-
tive stories of those who have re-
covered from the infection, don't
label any individual group or
area for the spread of Covid-19,
don't spread misinformation/ru-
mours were among series of
measures mooted in a video
conferencing.

Experts from United Nations
Development Program and
World Health Organisation were
part of the orientation on anti-
stigma and discrrimination
drive.

Due to stigma and discrimi-
nation, the presentation noted
people were “concealing symp-
toms”, showing “hesitancy in
seeking medical care” and were
“not adhering to interventions
like home quarantine”.

It also noted that due to at-
tached stigma and discrimina-
tion, there was “ostracisation of
healthcare workers and others
involved in Covid-19 manage-
ment”.

A health worker disinfects gloves after taking a swab sample
for Covid-19 testing, in Ludhiana on Friday. Gurmeet Singh

Haryana sero survey finds
virus antibodies in 8% people

Risk of virus spread is higher in urban than in rural areas, reports survey

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 4

ANTIBODIES AGAINST
SARSCoV-2 were found among
8 per cent of the the state's pop-
ulation in a seroprevalence sur-
vey conducted in Haryana last
month, with people inurban ar-
eas and districts in the National
Capital Region found affected
more, state Health Minister Anil
Vij said on Friday.

According to the survey,
Faridabad tops the list, with 25.8
per cent of people in the district
having had the infection at some
point, while Rohtak - at 1.1 per
cent seroprevalence — was the
lowest. Prevalence is more in ur-
ban areas (9.6 per cent) com-
pared to rural areas (6.9 per
cent), it reported.

The survey found seroposi-
tivity of 7.8 per cent in samples
of women tested, and 8 per cent
among samples of men.
Prevalence was found higher
among women in Bhiwani,
Gurgaon, Jhajjar and
Mahendragarh district, and
higher among menin Hisar, Jind,
Kurukshetra, Nuh, Panipat, and
Yamunanagar districts.

The sero survey was con-
ducted by the state government
in association with PGIMER,
Chandigarh. In all, 18,905 sam-
ples were tested across the
state's 22 districts, Vij said.

On Friday, the Haryana
Health Department reported
1,884 fresh Covid-19 cases and
19 deaths over the last 24 hours,
taking the state's total to 71,983
and death toll to 759 so far.

Stating that the sero survey
was done in August, Vij, while re-
leasing the findings, said, “It was
carried out with the aim toiden-

POPULATION-BASED RESULTS
Sero-positivity rate ﬂ ﬂ

Samples
collected Urbanareas
18,905 Y14
(850 each from 22 districts)

Ruralareas { Females | Males

6.9% 7.8% : 8%

Above state average sero-positivity

Faridabad (31.1%inurban and 22.2%in rural)
Nuh IFOEDA (30.3%inurbanand 13.9%in rural)
Sonipat I 13.3% (18% in urbanand 10% in rural)
Karnal I 12.2%  (17.6%inurbanand 8.8%inrural)
Jind I 1% (8.7%inurbanand 12.5% in rural)
Gurugram M 10.8% (18.5%inurbanand 5.7%inrural)

Panipat 7.4%
Palwal 7.4%
Panchkula 6.5%
Jhajjar 5.9%
Ambala 5.2%
Rewari 4.9%
Sirsa 3.6%

Kurukshetra I  8.7% (7.6%inurbanand 9.4% in rural)
CharkhiDadri Il 8.3%  (6.8%inurbanand 9.33%in rural)
Yamunanagar lllll  8.3% (5.9% inurbanand 9.9% inrural)

Below state average sero-positivity

Hisar 3.4%
Fatehabad 3.3%
Bhiwani 3.2%
Mahendragarh 2.8%
Kaithal 1.7%
Rohtak 1.1%

(lower than state's average of 8%)

tify penetration of Covid-19 at
the community level, and to
monitor its transmission
trends.... [t was conducted by
taking 850 people from each dis-
trict - from both urban and rural
population. A nodal officer was
designated in every district to
monitor and supervise the sero
survey.”

Haryana's Additional Chief
Secretary (Health) Rajeev Arora,
said, “The findings will be a use-
ful guide in designing strategies
and implementation of appro-
priate containment measures.
The sero survey is about testing
a group of individuals for pres-
ence of antibodies, as it helps un-
derstand the number of people

PUNJAB TEEN FIGHTS OFF SNATCHER, WRESTS BACK PHONE

‘Got confidence from Taekwondo videos on phone’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JALANDHAR, SEPTEMBER 4

FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD KUSUM had
always dreamt of becoming fa-
mous. Little did the Class 8 stu-
dent know that a run-in with
snatchers would earn her that
fame. But this was far from her
mind when a man out on bail
tried to snatch her mobile on a
Sunday afternoon. Kusum
fought back and not only man-
aged to wrest her mobile from
the man who repeatedly hit her,
but also nabbed him with the
help of passers-by.

Kusum was returning home
after taking tuition from a distant
relation in Fatehpur Mohalla
near Deen Dyal Upadhya Nagar
when she was attacked by the
snatchers onabike. “l was about
to call my father to tell him that
[ was on my way home when [
felt this tug,” she recounted.

The police say the man she
fought off was a hardened crim-

ACCTV grab of the incident; (right) Kusum recuperating
after a wrist surgery.

inal who was facing seven cases,
but was out on bail due to the
pandemic.

Impressed with Kusum's
bravery, deputy commissioner
Ghansyam Thori has announced
an award of Rs 51,000 for her.

Recuperating after a wrist
surgery, herrightarminaband-
age, the teenager said she is still
getting used to all the attention

coming her way. “l wasn’t scared
when he hit me and snatched my
mobile; all [ knew was that I had
to get it back come what may.”
The teenager, who studies in
Lala Jagat Narayan DAV School
and wants to be a policewoman,
is all smiles as she tells you how
fond she is of her mobile. It be-
longs to her father, who works as
adaily wager in aniron sheet fac-

tory. “He gave it to me after the
lockdown so that I could attend
online classes... Of late, I have also
been learning Taekwondo onit,”
she said.

Those moves came in handy
when she chased the snatchers.
The entire incident was captured
ina CCTV installed in the neigh-
bourhood. The video, which
went viral, shows two bike-
borne youths snatching Kusum’s
phone, after which she chases
them. The pillion-rider repeat-
edly attacks her wrist with a
sharp-edged weapon but the girl
does not relent. A man then
comes running followed by other
residents and overpowers the
pillionrider while the biker flees.

“Perhaps I got this confidence
from watching Taekwondo
training videos on the mobile,”
the teenager said. “My friends
and I get together and practice
Taekwondo whenever we get
time,” she said.

Her father Sadhu Ram, who
came from Faizabad in UP to

affected by the disease. The
study helped us determine the
burden of Covid-19 at the com-
munity level in the state, and
monitor the trends of transmis-
sion of SARS-CoV-2 infection.”

ICMR/NCDC, in collaboration
with key stakeholders and state
health departments, had initi-
ated a population-based sero
survey in select districts across
the country.

States such as Maharashtra,
Delhi and Andhra Pradesh have
completed the first round of the
survey, and others are in the
process of conducting it.

The first round's findings for
Delhi showed its seropositivity
rate at 23.4 per cent, while for

Jalandhar 40 years ago and de-
cided to stay on, said Kusum has
always had big dreams despite
their modest life in two small
rooms. “ladmitted herinagood
school recently after she failed in
7th standard.Now she is doing
well even though her monthly
expenses come to around Rs
3,000,” he said.

Sadhu Ram says the teenager
had been pestering him to get
her admitted in a karate class but
he refused because of the high
fees. “This incident has made me
realise the importance of self-
defence training for girls,” he
said.

Mangat Ram Sharma, who
came to Kusum’s rescue, says he
was sitting in the courtyard of his
house when he heard her cries. “I
ran out and we managed to nab
one of the snatchers.”

Meanwhile, locals are pour-
ing in to meet the feisty girl. The
Jalandhar police have now rec-
ommended her name for the na-
tional bravery award.

New Delhi

EXPLAINED

Why
seroprevalence
surveyis
important

DUE TO the high propor-
tion of asymptomatic or
mild infections, datare-
stricted to laboratory-
confirmed cases do not
capture the true extent of
the spread or burden of
SARS-CoV-2. Asero-
prevalence survey uses
antibody tests to esti-
mate the percentage of
people in a population
with antibodies against
the virus. The survey
helps monitor the expo-
sure of the general popu-
lation to SARS-Cov2 in-
fection in a particular
area. A small sample of
people participating in
the survey represents a
larger population.

Mumbai it was 57 per cent in
slums and 16 per cent in non-
slum areas.

Arora said that serological
detection of specific antibodies
against SARS-CoV-2 can “better
estimate the true number of in-
fections”, and that district-wise
seroprevalence surveillance is
the “need of the hour”.

Assam’s Covid
toll would be
higher if indirect
deaths included,
says Himanta

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER 4

ASSAM HAS registered 330
Covid-19 deaths so far but if
other deaths indirectly linked to
the disease are counted then the
figure will be much higher,
Assam Health Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on Friday.

Speaking to The Indian
Express on the sidelines of a press
conference in Guwahati, Sarma
said that if deaths of Covid pa-
tients who tested negative be-
fore their demise were counted,
the casualty figure in Assam
would be between 900 and
1,000.

“If we count both, deaths
‘during Covid’ and ‘post Covid’,
then the figure (state's overall
death toll from the infection) will
be higher. But the ‘post Covid’
deaths cannot be included in our
official tally,” Sarma said.

Sarma said that the figure
330only reflects those who have
died while they were infected
and those that died from it. “If
you add those who had Covid
but died of some other cause
(unnatural causes like road acci-
dents) and people who died of
post-Covid complications after
testing negative, then the casu-
alty figure in Assam will be close
t0 1,000,” he said.

In Assam, a4-member Death
Audit Board, formed in accor-
dance with guidelines by the
ICMR, decides which deaths can
be officially attributed to Covid-
19.

In the press briefing, Sarma
highlighted that over the last few
days the state was seeing 3,000-
odd new cases per day — which
he said was a worrying sign.
“This way, September alone will
see say 30 multiplied by 3,000 —
a total of 90,000 cases. We have
toensure that does not happen,”
Sarma said.

On Friday, Assam lifted the
weekend lockdown and ended
the night curfew as well.

Till Thursday night, Assam
had reported a total of 1,18,333
cases — of which 29,274 are
active.

Shivakumar
hospitalised
again as fever
relapses

Bengaluru: Karnataka Congress
president D K Shivakumar, who
wasrecently discharged from the
hospital after undergoing treat-
ment for Covid-19, has been hos-
pitalised again as he developed
fever, his office said on Friday.

“D K Shivakumar was admit-
ted to a private hospital in
Jayanagar on Wednesday, as fever
relapsed,” his office said ina state-
ment. Shivakumar has appealed
to his well wishers and party
workers not to come near the hos-
pital or his residence, as he would
undergo treatment at the hospi-
tal for a few more days. The 58-
year-old leader who was earlier
admitted since August 24 was dis-
charged on August 31. PTI

CBSE compartment
exams for Classes X,
XII from September 22

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI|, SEPTEMBER 4

THE CBSE'S compartment exam-
inations for Classes X and XII will
be held from September 22, the
board notified on Friday.

For Class XII students, the ex-
ams will be held between
September 22 and 29, while for
Class X students they will be held
between September 22 and 28.

These will be the first physi-
cal examinations conducted by
the board for school students
since board examinations were
halted and remaining examina-
tions cancelled after the nation-
wide lockdown was imposed in
March.

According to guidelines is-
sued by the board, all candidates
will be required to carry their
own hand sanitiser in transpar-
ent bottles and water bottles. All
candidates have to wear masks
and maintain social distancing.

Earlier in the day, the CBSE
told the Supreme Court that it is
taking all precautions for con-
ducting the compartment exams.

Advocate Rupesh Kumar, ap-
pearing for the board, told a
bench of Justices AM KhanwilKar,
Dinesh Maheshwari and Sanjiv
Khanna that the number of cen-
tres for the exams has been in-
creased to 1,278.He added thatin
a class where 40 students could
sit, only 12 will sit now.

The court was hearing a plea
seeking cancellation of the com-
partment exams in view of the
Covid-19 situation.

The counsel for the petitioner
said CBSE had not yet said why
the compartment exam cannot
be cancelled. Saying that it will
not be possible to conduct the
exams by September, the coun-
sel said that the students will fall
inthe category of failed students.

The court will take this up for
hearingon September 10.Itasked
the CBSE to file a short affidavit.
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Discover the Subtleties of Fine Arts Photography at IIP

On the occasion of Teachers Day, professors and students from the IIP Academy for Fine Arts & Research Centre share their views on NEP
2020 and how the new policy creates a suitable environment for furthering creative studies in India, with a special focus on Fine Arts
Photography and the study of history of photography and its applications in current times. In photography, it is always important to know the
‘subject’ at study closely, for which IIP has introduced Ethnographic Portraits and Documentary Photography. They also expressed the
importance of going beyond the realm of Commercial Photography to explore the art and magic behind photography.

Giving Wings to Creative Minds!

How does a course like photogra-
phy benefit from the National Edu-
cation Policy 2020?

NEP 2020 is a milestone for an institute
like ours as it supports creative courses like
Fine Arts, including photography, painting,
sculpture etc. | believe that Arts has the
ability to make a positive impact on our
overall GDP as it can create a parallel
economy in our country. For instance,
paintings and photographs by artists are
often sold in crores. However, to generate
such a huge money, only an artist of great
potential equipped with canvas and
colours is required. To nurture such tal-
ented minds in the country and abroad, IIP
has envisioned many creative courses to
further the aspirations of such people. In a
recent survey, over 89% students believed
that creativity improves overall decision-
making processes. The current regime un-
derstands these facts and that is why NEP
2020 supports creativity in a big way. The
government has said that it will contribute
6% of the country’s GDP to education.

What is the vision of 1IP?

By 2024, our vision is to make IIP Acad-
emy as IIP University of Fine Arts and Re-
search Centre. We want to work on ‘Indol-
ogy' —arts, culture, philosophy and history.
We believe photography based on this
concept can do wonders. This will also
highlight our country and its rich cultural

IIP is my second home, and amazed me by the
standards they are following to establish Fine
Arts and Photography learning in India.

A Nikon Ambassador and Adobe partner, | was fasci-
nated by the rich Indian cultural heritage and studied
Indian aesthetics. For me, the IIP Academy is a dynamic,
culturally vibrant and at the same time very professional
institution, that offers a wide range of seminars, lectures
and workshops on photography. | have given numerous
seminars on documentary and staged photography and
went on excursions with her IIP students.

Prof. Dr. Maja, Jerrentrup
Bonn, Germany.

Rajesh Goyal,
Founder & Director, IIP

heritage through the lens of our photog-
raphers. In India, every state has its own
culture, language and tradition, food and
attire. Our country is bestowed with her-
itage monuments dating back to ages
adorning a colourful past. All these beauti-
ful facets about our country make it a ‘mu-
seum’in itself.

In today's digital age, all our culture is
dying down slowly and steadily and we, at
1P, are trying our best to revive our culture
by creating a photographic history of

India. Moreover, once we realise our vision
of establishing the university, it will be first
of its kind in India providing students with
exploring a diverse range of creative op-
portunities in painting, sculpture, photog-
raphy, music, dance, cultural and fine arts
history.

What can students expect at lIP?

At IIP, we know how to transition a stu-
dent into a brand. Our curriculum has
been thoughtfully designed as per the
emerging trends followed in the Western
countries. At IIP, the focus is on quality
teaching as we only have a batch of 16
students. | believe if we can raise the qual-
ity of Fine Arts edu-
cation in India then
surely one day, we
can save our forex
and it will also lessen
the craze of students
to travel abroad to study Fine Arts.

We're also offering online photography
courses so that students can learn this art-
form from the comfort of their home and
at their own pace. At lIP, students can ex-
pect a phenomenal change in the way they
perceive creativity under our expert guid-
ance and care. Our students get to collab-
orate with high-profile clients like min-
istries, various government initiatives,
brands and corporate houses, political par-
ties, NGO's, advertising and fashion world.

I SEND my whole hearted good wishes to Sh Ra-
jesh Goyal ji of [IP Academy for the wonderful
work he is doing for advancement of photography
by training so many young people who can make a
livelihood from photography as a career. This in
the true sense is a contribution for which these
young people will be obliged to him and this insti-
tution in years to come. May this valuable work
grow and would certainly be a part of our beloved
Modiji's dream of enhancing “ Skill India” project.
Ashok Dilwali, Vetran Photographer

Photography is Visual Communication!

What's your perspective on IIP as
an institution for photography in
India?

| always found photography enticing
right since my childhood days. After com-
pleting my engineering and having
worked for 2-3 corporate companies, |
decided to pursue my passion and hence
chose 1P Academy for learning the art
and skill behind photography. One of the
first lessons that | learnt during an en-
lightening conservation | had with
Mr.Rajesh Goyal, Chairman IIP was that it
is important to learn photography first
and then decide my genre rather than do-
ing vice versa.

At IIP, | realised that there’s more to
photography than just its technical as-
pects like light and optical science. Pho-
tography is an artform of visual commu-
nication. For most of us, photographs are
a medium to revisit our memories. How-

Jatin Jain, Commercial
Photographer, Studio lodine Vapor

ever, photography as an artform acts as a
medium to spread awareness or message
regarding a social issue etc.

What photography genre are
you pursuing currently?

Initially, | wanted to become a Wildlife
Photographer, however, at the end of my
course at IIP, | chose to become a Com-

mercial Photographer. In commercial
photography, | do photoshoots related to
products, magazine editorials, foods, ar-
chitecture and interiors shoots for hotels
and restaurants. Commercial photogra-
phy is an integral part of graphic design-
ing, as these photographs are useful in
designing of brochures, catalogues etc.

How was your overall experi-
ence at1IP?

IIP has provided me with a complete
learning experience which has enabled
me to conduct photography classes for
students at IIP efficiently and at my part-
time classes as well. | have taught 12-to-
62-year-old students at my classes and
everyone is as awestruck as | was during
my learning days at IIP. Most people dis-
cover the art side of photography for the
first time in these classes and that makes
the experience of learning photography
truly enriching.

The Ideation of an Image is Quintessential!

How did IIP help you in shaping up
your career?

Before IIP, I didn't know how to study
an image. Teachers at IIP have a very
meticulous approach towards the course
and everything is taught in great details.
Every student has the facility to take sep-
arate sessions with teachers to learn or
clear the doubts related to the nuances
of photography.

The best part is that institute conducts
hands-on practical classes so that stu-
dents can grasp the subject from the
core. For instance, as a student | used to
have model shoots at the institute itself
so that it becomes a part of my photog-
raphy persona and doesn't appear like a
new thing when I'm doing it profession-
ally. These campus shoots helped me fo-
cus and identify things that need to be
taken care of while I'm on a live shoot.
This practical aspect of campus shoots

Swikriti Gupta, Senior Visual
Executive at John Jacobs, Lenskart

builds confidence of novice photogra-
phers to a great extent.

Please share your experiences at
11P?

During my journalism days, | devel-
oped an interest for photography and,
consequently, joined IIP, where I'd a can-

did conversation regarding photography
as a subject with Mr.Rajesh Goyal.
Through that interaction, | came to know
that it is very essential to know your in-
tention behind capturing a particular im-
age. Only then you can capture all its
essence perfectly. This concept piqued my
interest in photography even more. First,
IIP helped me in gaining confidence
while shooting and, secondly, it helped
me improvise my vision regarding pho-
tography. Through IIP, I learnt how to pic-
turise an image and visualise its related
aspects.

What are you currently doing?

Currently, I'm working for Lenskart as
their official photographer, videographer
and do campaign and model shoots for
the company’s premium brand of eye-
wear — John Jacobs. Whatever is put on
social media, Ad campaigns, and other
platforms are planned and shot by me.

iip Fine Ars &

acapemy Ressarch Centre

Fine Arts Photography is in Demand Nowadays!

Will NEP 2020 provide boost for a
course like Photography?

NEP 2020 provides students the option of
pursuing inter-disciplinary education. Earlier
one had to complete Bachelor of Fine Arts
(BFA) and get a degree before pursuing
MFA; however, with NEP 2020, both BFA
and MFA can be merged together to pro-
vide a comprehensive subject knowledge.
Second, NEP 2020 provides more scope for
research-oriented courses. Third, there's a
provision for multi-disciplinary courses,
meaning if a student is pursuing Science
then, too, he can pursue Arts. Overall, NEP
2020 has come at the right time when the
Education  sector
needed it the most.

What are two
new subjects that
IIP  has intro-
duced?

IIP has included two research-oriented
subjects — Ethnographic Portraits and Fash-
ion Documentary. Ethnography is the study
of people and their culture. We have bor-
rowed this concept of photography from
the famous American photographer, Ed-

Manish Sehrawat, Associate
Lecturer, IIP Academy for Fine Arts and
Research Centre

ward Sheriff Curtis. He was the one who
merged ethnography with portraits. These
subjects are taught to BFA and MFA stu-
dents in the second year and third year, re-
spectively. We provide students with op-
portunities for Ethnography research,
wherein they need to visit a part of India
and live sometime with the ‘subject’ in
study and then prepare ethnographic por-
traits through photographs. In Fashion Doc-
umentary, the idea is to merge fashion with
documentary and delve into the hardships

faced by fashion models and designers
through these photographs. We also teach
them how to do Quality Research in Pho-
tography.

Which genre is mostly preferred
by students?

Nowadays, students at IIP seem more in-
terested in knowing about how the Fine
Arts Photography evolved in the 1890s.
They ask me about the best portrait or fash-
ion photographers and about their works.
More than 60% of our students first want to
discover the art behind photography and
only then do they decide which genre they
want to pursue in life. The best thing about
[IPis it gives students a plethora of chances
to discover their own artistic side.

Before deciding the genre, we have to
know what the student knows, what's his
cultural background and individual experi-
ence, what's his thought process, vision and
sense about photography, how does he
perceive photography, what feelings does
photography arouse in that individual, and
what he wants to explore in life and, con-
sequently, we decide what genres are avail-
able for that student to pursue.

IIP is a League Apart from Other Institutes!

Please tell us about your new courses
atlipP?

We have BFA and MFA level course pro-
grams in Photography at IIP.These programs
are with the specialisation of Fine Arts Pho-
tography, including Documentary Photogra-
phy and Conceptual Photography. IIP is
unique in this matter as there’s no other in-
stitute that provides such courses in pho-
tography. At IIP, the focus is one Fine Arts
Photography, taking the artistic and theo-
retical sides of photography into considera-
tion.We want our students to be storytellers
rather than just being design-oriented com-
mercial photographers. Therefore, our
courses are very innovative and a league
apart from other institutes.

Why should budding photogra-

Dr. Vikas Gupta, Associate Professor,
Dept. of Art & Photography, IIP
Academy for Fine Arts and Research
Centre, Noida

phers join lIP?

At IIP, students get an ambience for pro-
fessional-level, studio practice of photogra-

phy. Our studios are well-equipped with
avant-garde technologies to make photog-
raphy learning an enriching experience. We
also have model shoots, studio-based Por-
traiture Photography, Food Photography,
Product Photography, etc. We provide all
kinds of training to make a novice turn into
an expert photographer. Our course is de-
signed in such a manner that theoretical
learning is an integral part of our curricu-
lum, including history of photography, tech-
nicality behind photography and philosophy
of photography. We teach them application
of such theoretical concepts, besides studio-
based practical learning. Theoretical learn-
ing of photography is highly neglected in In-
dia and this is where we are unique
compared with others.

Dr. Vikas Yash Gupta

RHOTOGRAPHY

Manish Sehrawat
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With a success rate of 98.4%*, IIP's Photography Curriculum
leads to an enriching and successful professional career.

IIP’s photography learning programs are intensive learning modules,

comes with thorough practical exposure, robust student-centric approach and
expert mentorship. So expect a world of holistic photography

learning experience, only at IIP - Your School of Photography !
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IIP Fine Arts &

ACADEMY Research Centre

SHAPING ARTISTS, THINKERS AND LEADERS
FOR MORE THAN A DECADE

IIPian Karan Grewal

IIPian Sitanmay Maiti

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

* International and Experienced Faculty

* Research oriented, Practical Based Programs

* |IP’s Residency Programs in Himalayas

* International Cultural Exchange Programs
with various Embassies

* LIVE Projects, Internships and Placements

MASTERS
IIP Foundation. B-7, Sector 2, Noida (Delhi NCR), India | www.iipacademy.edu.in | info@iipedu.com BACHELORS
Admissions Are Open 9015 422 322 DIPLOMAS
B New Delhi | B




WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

10 ;

\ THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5,2020

:'THE EDITORIAL PAGE

WORDLY WISE
AGGRESSIVE GOVERNMENT SPENDING DURING THE
GREAT RECESSION WAS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY.

— ERIC GARCETTI

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SPENDING TO REVIVE

With consumption and investments waning, government
spending offers a way out. So far it's nowhere near enough

HE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT accounts for the first four months of the cur-
rent financial year suggest that despite imposing one of the most stringent
lockdowns in the world and in spite of facing one of the severest economic
slowdowns in recent history, the government’s response so far has been far
more tight-fisted than that of other countries. At the aggregate level, the
Centre’s total spending rose by 11.3 per cent in the April-July period — lower than even its
budgeted projection of 12.7 per cent for the full year. This is nowhere close to the scale of
spending required to compensate, even partly, for the economic loss during this period. The
GDPdatareleased earlier this week revealed that both private consumption and investments
fell by roughly Rs 5.3 lakh crore each (at 2011-12 prices) during the first quarter over the same
period last year. In comparison, government consumption expenditure rose by a mere Rs
68,387 crore — nowhere near enough to offset, even partly, the fall. It is possible that the
Centre may ramp up spending in subsequent months. However, at the current juncture,
given the scale of the collapse in economic activity, there is a strong case for not only front-
loading its budgeted allocations, but also for drastically expanding the scale of its spending.
Much of therise in the Centre’s spending till now has been driven by revenue expen-
diture, which rose by 12 per cent in the April-July period. However, in comparison, the
Centre’s capital expenditure grew by a mere 3.9 per cent over the same period. Worryingly,
capital spending has declined on roads and defence. Considering that the capital expen-
diture multipliers for both Centre and state governments are much higher than the rev-
enue expenditure multipliers — the latter are, in fact, less than one — there is a strong
case for ramping up capital spending to crowd in private sector investments. This, as the
RBI notes, “induces more than proportionate increase in investments in the economy”.
It is true that government finances are constrained, and were stressed even before
the pandemic hit. As against a budgeted fiscal deficit of 3.8 per cent in 2019-20, the ac-
tual deficit stood at 4.6 per cent. And going forward, while the pace of contractionin rev-
enues will ease, government finances will continue to be strained. However, considering
that of the four engines of growth, private consumption, investments, and exports were
slowing down even before the COVID-19 pandemic hit, and are unlikely to witness a
broad-based revival in the near term, far greater government support is needed at this cur-
rent juncture. A crisis of this magnitude needs to be tackled at multiple levels. The fiscal
response should involve a combination of measures — enhanced cash transfers for pro-
viding immediate but temporary relief, while at the same time, ramping up capital spend-
ing. So far, however, there has been no indication from the government on either the size
or the composition of a package, if one is on the way.

LIVING ON THE EDGE

For those excluded by NRC, fair hearing at tribunals remains
urgent necessity, which must be expedited

HE FRAUGHT EXERCISE of updating the National Register of Citizens (NRC)
in Assam ended a year ago, excluding 19 lakh of the 3.3 crore applicants. The
state and its people had placed their bets on the NRC as a mechanism to re-
solve the old and complex tangle over indigenous claims and immigrant his-
tory, which has its roots in Assam’s unique experience of colonialism. But
the hope of a closure is receding as the process, riddled with flaws, has ground to a halt.
The 19 lakh left out of the NRC are in a limbo. They have one more legal recourse be-
fore being declared non-citizens — that of moving the foreigners’ tribunals — but they
cannot do so as the NRC directorate has not issued them rejection orders. Though the
pandemic is being blamed for the lack of administrative urgency, the political discourse
preceding the outbreak had set the stage for this disavowal. For the Assamese national-
ists, who have maintained since the 1980s that the influx of illegal immigrants into Assam
was an existential threat, 19 lakh is an “underestimate”. For the BJP, which sought to in-
troduce areligious cleavage in the already seething ethnic and linguistic divides in the state,
the large number of Bengali Hindus believed to have been left out of the NRC is unpalat-
able, even if it has the amnesty of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) in its pocket. It
has declared it would not accept the NRC in its current form and insists on “re-verifica-
tion”. For the Bengal-origin Muslims, with ethnic roots in the region that is now
Bangladesh, the NRC was an opportunity to find legitimacy in a state where they have
been seen as unwelcome outsiders. The scepticism over the published NRC sends them
the message that even a SC-mandated process cannot transcend a deep social divide.
As this newspaper’s ground reports have shown, the NRC threw up Kafkaesque results.
Children were left out even as their families got in; women became more vulnerable to ex-
clusion; and the most underprivileged were forced to spend their earnings on an often
traumatic legal process. The apprehension of being expelled from the nation was not lim-
ited to Assam, as the ruling BJP government promised a double-barrelled rollout of the
NRCand CAA across India. But Assam’s experience of the NRC has left deeper and more en-
trenched social divides. For the excluded, a fair hearing at the tribunals remains an urgent
necessity, one which the NRC directorate and the SC must expedite. But the mishandling
of this exercise is a grim warning for the proponents of its extension across the country.

PROPHET OF WALL ST

David Graeber turned received wisdom on its head, taught
world to question global consensus

AVID GRAEBER, THE anarchist who powered the Occupy movement with

intellectual rocket fuel, has died before his time. One of the last polymath

public intellectuals, he joined the dots between anthropology, econom-

ics, politics, social science and history. The truths he revealed were dev-

astatingly obvious, but had gone unnoticed. His most popular work, Debt:
The First 5,000 Years (2011), questioned a central assumption of economics — that money
was invented to formalise barter. He pointed out that barter required only mutual satis-
faction, not the exactitude of money. Instead, he suggested, money was created to quan-
tify debt — what people in ancient cultures owed to the temple and the royal treasury,
which was carefully calibrated and recorded.

In the beginning, there was debt, and it remains the prime mover. Every instrument in
banking, including the credit card in your wallet, is an expression of debt. Debt derivatives
brought down Wall Street, and sparked off the public unrest which culminated in the
Occupy Wall Street movement — the first instance of anarchism in the US after it forged a
global compact, following the collapse of the USSR. Graeber is believed to have coined the
movement's slogan: “We are the 99 per cent.”

Though he produced numerous papers with colourful titles, lay readers will remem-
ber him for his books on the false virtue of meaningless hard work, the surge in work
brought on by machines, which had been expected to eliminate it, and the urgent need
for universal basic income. Was Graeber an anarchist prophet? It doesn’t matter. It is not
necessary for the anarchist to be always right. His function is to ring the alarm bell when
something is disastrously wrong.

N

Public, private and profit

problem of freedom, civility, censorship goes deeper

We must ask tough questions about Facebook's role. But

PrRATAP BHANU MEHTA

FACEBOOK IS RIGHTLY coming under scrutiny
for the way it regulates speech. The complaints
against Facebook are: Political partisanship,
not being attentive enough to hate speech and
fake news, opaque algorithms thatdirect users
to particular kinds of content, inadequate pri-
vacy controls, and inordinate and unaccount-
able power to shape public discourse. These
complaints take on an even sharper edge
when there is a perception, as reported by the
Wall Street Journal story, that key functionar-
ies of Facebook might have views that bla-
tantly support a political party.

But while we hold Facebook accountable,
we should be under no illusion that there any
are easy solutions to the challenges posed by
Facebook. We are in the midst of a revolu-
tion akin to the printing revolution of the
14th and 15th centuries, and later what
Benedict Anderson called print capitalismin
the 19th and 20th centuries. Both empow-
ered masses of people, enabled new forms
of knowledge and transformed the Self. They
allowed the creation of new community
identities like nationalism. But they also en-
abled new forms of hate to emerge and con-
solidate as political forces. We are in the
midst of a similar transformation.

But as we use existing legal provisions to
hold companies like Facebook to account, it
is important to not miss the forest for the
trees. One of the reasons Facebookis in trou-
ble is because the political views of its key of-
ficials were clearly apparent. But here is the
challenge. Facebook now might be a private
company in form, but it is close to a public
utility in function. It has also taken on the role
of afree speech regulator. Traditionally, these
are roles carried out by government. And in
order to be seen to be neutral, government
officials, like bureaucrats and judges, had to
project political impartiality. Often this
meant rules and codes of conduct that apply
to bureaucrats and judges.

Even many private companies will have
such codes. Sometimes these are clamp-
downs on free speech. But on other occa-
sions, they can stem from a legitimate con-
cern that private views, if publicly
disseminated, detract from the credibility of
arole. Where this should be a legitimate con-
cern can only be determined by looking at

‘While the stated political
partisanship of Facebook
officials is coming under
scrutiny, the irony is that the
manifest political
partisanship of public
officials is going
unchallenged. It is, for
instance, remarkable how
many serving IAS officers
now don’t just disseminate
government schemes, but
openly violate norms of civil
service neutrality, without
repercussions. Even in
official circles, where non-
partisanship was
appropriate, the norm has
been eroded. So why pretend
to be surprised if it is eroded
in companies currying
government favour? The
deeper question is this: Is the
price of maintaining
consistent credibility a
forbearance that allows one
to maintain a strict
boundary between the
public role and private or
political views.

the function of an institution. But one of the
remarkable developments of the last few
years has been the complete fusion of social
media, private and public roles.

While the stated political partisanship of
Facebook officials is coming under scrutiny,
the irony is that the manifest political parti-
sanship of public officials is going unchal-
lenged. It is, for instance, remarkable how
many serving IAS officers now don’t just dis-
seminate government schemes, but openly
violate norms of civil service neutrality, with-
out repercussions. Even in official circles,
where non-partisanship was appropriate, the
norm has been eroded. So why pretend to be
surprised if it is eroded in companies curry-
ing government favour? The deeper question
is this: Is the price of maintaining consistent
credibility a forbearance that allows one to
maintainastrict boundary between the pub-
licrole and private or political views. Can this
separation be made in an age where literally
the boundary between public and private is
breached every time you tweet or post?

The second issue is one of censorship.
Predictably, both the Congress and BJP are
claiming to be victim of Facebook’s censor-
ship policy. But the truth is this: Censorship,
whether public or private, will always invite
charges of partisanship. In fact, in the modern
age, unless you build a Chinese firewall, it is
probably hard to censor, things get dissemi-
nated one way or the other. In some instances,
people almost court censorship, because the
point is to draw attention through inviting
censorship or getting political mileage out of
playing victim. But here is the dilemma:
Freedom of expression is easy to institution-
alise whenspeechis, asit were, safe. Where it
leads to incitement, violence, attacks on group
identity, or awful forms of subordination, peo-
ple’s convictions about defending free speech
fade. The way in which we pretended speech
was safe was by making a bunch of distinc-
tions. There is a distinction between speech
and action. Whether or not speech or an in-
citement is a function of context and so forth.
In some sense, social media makes these dis-
tinctions difficult to maintain.

The distinction between speech and ac-
tion has become harder in an age where
speech goes viral with unpredictable effects.

One of the features of social media is that it
de-contextualises and re-contextualises
speech. Content that seems within the
bounds of safety in a particular context, can
have vileimplications in another. So let us be
under no illusions, censorship will not only
remain, but get even more deeply politicised,
no matter who does the censoring. There is
also the incongruous question of how much
authority to censor we want to grant private
and relatively unaccountable entities like
Facebook? Many politicians, from Donald
Trump to Kapil Mishra, engage in speech that
might be construed to be harmful. But the
honest truth is that liberals should equally
worry about the fact that we are giving pri-
vate companies authority to potentially cen-
sor or redirect the speech of elected officials.
This will most likely rebound in a democratic
backlash against free speech, more than it will
cleanse the system of hateful speech.

Thereis the elephant in the room: The busi-
ness models. Facebook invites attention be-
cause of its great power, which needs to be reg-
ulated. Butitis not clear thatlots of competition
is going to solve concerns about partisanship
and censorship in social media. For even with
competition the business models will be
driven by two logics. The firstis the blurring of
the distinction between public and private.
Social media cannot profit unless everything
private becomes public. This business modelis
not just true of social media; it is nauseatingly
true of television. But liberal freedoms are
premised on a distinction between the public
and the private whichall contemporary mod-
els undermine, with our willing connivance.
The second is whether, in some sense, hate
pays. Is it the case that hate and polarisation
are now things that we find vicariously
thrilling, and companies will cash onit?

So while we need to ask tough questions
about FacebooK'’s role, let us not pretend that
all we are doing is enacting a performance.
Resisting Facebook’s power will require a
more radical withdrawal from a logic of profit
that blurs the boundary between public and
private, without which no freedom and civil-
ity is possible.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

TWO YEARS OF IMRAN KHAN

His sheen has worn off, but a decimated opposition keeps his power intact

KHALED AHMED

AFTER TWO YEARS in office, on August 18,
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s charisma took
a beating on the streets of Pakistan. People
have reacted to inflationary prices and job
loss and responded negatively in polls con-
ducted by Pakistan’s TV channels. Yet, polit-
ically, he finds himself in no danger, joining
President Recep Erdogan of Turkey and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India, in
ruling with decimated oppositions. He be-
ganwith “revolutionary” ideas about coping
with indebtedness but was soon persuaded
to behave “normally” by going to the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
adopting “subservient” austerity to cope
with $95 billion in foreign debt and $135.5
billion in domestic debt.

He thought he could first of all “nor-
malise” with India to avoid the negative fall-
outof Pakistan’s past “jihad” (read terrorism)
but soon learned that India under PM Modi
was in nomood to oblige. Instead, Khan had
to endure — and still endures — tension on
the border with India. Unfortunate bilateral
incidents have not given him the breathing
space in which to focus on the economy.

His hounding of the already prostrated
opposition parties, Muslim League Nawaz
(PMLN) and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP),
has produced a politics of vituperation not
before seen in Pakistan. At the intellectual
level,itis difficult for animpartial observer to
ignore how he treats the opposition through
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB)

His hounding of already
prostrated opposition
parties Muslim League
Nawaz (PMLN) and
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) has produced a
politics of vituperation not
before seen in Pakistan. At
the intellectual level, it is
difficult for an impartial
observer to ignore how he
treats the opposition
through the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) that has ruined the
country’s image as a state
under the law.

that has ruined the country’s image as a state
under the law. The NAB is being used — al-
thoughitis an “independent” institution — to
hunt down journalists and newspaper-own-
ers critical of Khan's governance. Add to this
the verbal violence used by him and his party
men to describe all opposition and you have
Pakistan made unstable by politics.

Imran Khan's past anti-US and pro-
Taliban rhetoric doesn’t make him too ac-
ceptable to the world outside. His reference
to Osama bin Laden as a “martyr” of Islam
disappoints many who admire Khan for his
honesty in financial matters. But his mishan-
dling of foreign policy has made his support-
ers regret that they were led astray by his
rhetoric. He has thoroughly mishandled the
Kashmirissue by listening to “Muslim” lead-
ers like Erdogan of Turkey and Mahathir
Mohamad of Malaysia to challenge
Pakistan’s Arab friends on not “uniting”
against India on Kashmir.

Khan is a cricket-playing “Islamic hero”
who continues to be befuddled by the rhet-
oric of the utopian State of Madina where the
common man was sovereign and the caliph
was his servant. He doesn’t like “modern” is-
sues like women'’s rights and blames the
country’s “English medium” schools for such
“alien” concepts. He has thought up the con-
cept of the “uniform curriculum” for all
schools and colleges in the country. This ac-
tually threatens the people with “uniform”
brainwash in favour of his conservative reli-

gious worldview. The common understand-
ing of this policy of “uniform” curriculum is
that he will not be able to “reform” the
madrasa. Instead, he might push the private
sector English-medium schools closer to the
radical worldview of the madrasa.

The Taliban he once favoured because
they were anti-US are hiding in Afghanistan
after committing violence in Pakistan in pur-
suit of their more radical sharia. The latest
news is that their various factions have
united and plan to coerce Pakistan to adopt
the caliphate they advocate. Pakistanis fenc-
ing the Pak-Afghan border even as the
Taliban — egged on, they allege, by India —
unite and cross into Pakistan in the Tribal
Areas and Balochistan to kill Pakistani troops.

Imran Khan must worry about Pakistan’s
poor-quality manpower and consequently
its poor-quality industrial base. Chinese proj-
ects under China Pakistan Economic Corridor
face this problem while Saudi Arabia is per-
suaded toignore Pakistan and invest in India
to diversify its oil-based economy. Saudi
Aramco is aiming for a $15 billion investment
in India's Reliance company whose owner,
Mukesh Ambani, the world's fourth-richest
person, said recently that Aramco was set to
buy a 20 per cent stake in his company's re-
fining and petrochemicals business, valued
at $75 billion.

The writer is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan
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WARNING BY INDIRA

THE SECOND REGIONAL meeting of the
Commonwealth Heads of Government
opened with a warning by Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, of a threat to the peace and
stability in the Indian Ocean region because
of the “frantically increasing pace of milli-
tarisation in the Ocean”. “Even the Pacific
hardly lives up to its name,” she said. The
collusion of interests of powerful nations,
argued the PM, has imperiled the stability
and development in our vicinity. “When the
strongest feel threatened, what can we say
of the insecurity of countries like ours”. She
called on the big powers which she had
“great responsibilities” to turn away from

the “pursuit of power whichin any case is il-
lusory and return to the negotiating table”.

SUGAR TROUBLE

DELHI LG JAGMOHAN today modified his
stand on sugar distribution in the capital.
He said only 2 kg of sugar per ration card
will be sold by government agencies at Rs
6.10 akg. Yesterday, he had announced that
unlimited amounts of sugar can be brought
at that price from the Super Bazaar. When
reporters mentioned that sugar was not
available at a number of places, Jagmohan
said that he had not received a single com-
plaint to this effect. He, however, said that
he will look into these complaints.

New Delhi

MISSING FiLm

AMAJOR PORTION of a controversial film on
the riots in Moradabad is missing. The portion
pertains to a pig ambling through the streets
of Moradabad a day after the riots. The TV
crew which had accompanied Home Minister
Zail Singh on his visit to the violence-affected
area had shot 500 feet but showed only 140
feet. The rest of the film is untraceable. The of-
ficial explanation is that “during editing and
processing, alot of the film has beenlost; only
the essential is retained”. Since the showing
of the pigon TV evoked many angry protests,
Minister of broadcasting V P Singh insisted on
seeing the film. What was shown to him was
awatered down version.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“GOING by the ease and laxity with which public gatherings are taking place in
the country, it is as if the Covid-19 pandemic were over. This is far from the

truth.”

—DAWN

A salute to the teachers

Pandemic has confronted us with the challenge of re-imagining ourselves. And of redefining
our role — as friends, communicators and healers

ASTHE PANDEMIC has unsettled our collec-
tive psyche, and the taken-for-granted world
has crumbled, I ask myself a pertinent ques-
tion: How do we redefine ourselves as
teachers? Well, as “employees” or “profes-
sionals”, we have been doing what the aca-
demic bureaucracy has instructed us todo —
reducing education into a virtual transac-
tion, completing the official syllabus, and
conducting all sorts of examinations. And
we are learning to become techno-savvy:
Zoom or Google Meet is emerging as a new
saviour; and despite the occasional anguish
over the “digital divide” in a terribly stratified
society like ours, we have almost normalised
“online” teaching/learning. Seldom do we
see something beyond this routinised or
soulless techno-managerial approach to ed-
ucation.

As teachers, do we have avoice? Is it pos-
sible for us to rise up, and say that we are not
just the mechanical mediators between the
official curriculum and students because we
are also friends, communicators and heal-
ers? And, particularly when the negative vi-
brations caused by psychic bewilderment,
economic powerlessness, fear of death and
existential uncertainty have affected every-
body including our students, should we only
prepare them for BA/MA examinations? Or
is it equally important for us to see beyond
atechnical lecture on Levi-Strauss or a chap-
ter on magnetic theory, and engage with
these tormented souls, and collectively pre-
pare ourselves for the most important exis-
tential examination the pandemic has made
us confront — learning to unlearn the nar-
cissism of modernity, seeing ourselves as
humble wanderers rather than proud con-
querors, accepting the inherent uncertainty
of our embodied existence, and evolving a
mode of living that helps us to connect with
the larger ecosystem?

Well, I am aware that the reality is harsh.
Itis almost impossible to find a teacher like
John Keating as depicted in a remarkably
sensitive film Dead Poets Society. I also know
that the sort of teacher Tagore would have
loved to invite in “the poet’s school” is diffi-
cult to find; and I am aware that “experts”
and “researchers” in our universities would
tell me that teaching is a value-neutral act
of disseminating specialised academic
knowledge, and it has nothing to do with the
cultivation of the self. Hence, I see what pre-
vails — a tired/exhausted teacher in an over-
crowded government school trying to re-
store some sort of artificial order in the noisy
classroom; a disenchanted teacher preoc-
cupied with the census/election duty or the
management of the mid-day meal scheme;
ateacherin a fancy school making it a point
that children become “toppers” with a dis-
tinctive cultural capital; a college teacher
with the heavy baggage of UGC-directed
“publications” waiting for the next promo-
tion; and a teacher as the trader of “techni-
cal skills” in the rapidly growing shops that

value nothing more than the market-driven
logic of profit.

Hence, as I would be reminded by the
cynics, it is naive to imagine something qual-
itatively different from the teaching com-
munity. Even amid the pandemic, they
would pretend that things are normal, and
mathematics or history can be taughtin the
same way. Hence, a three-year old child of a
play school would be forced to sit in front of
the laptop, and learn the perfect “technique”
of drawing the sun rising behind the hills;
or an undergraduate sociology student of
Delhi University has to be sufficiently Zoom
friendly to digest the professor’s monologue
on Pierre Bourdieu’s heavily mystified the-
ory of “capital” and “habitus”. It doesn’t mat-
ter even if her father has lost his job, or her
aunt has been diagnosed as COVID positive,
oraclose friend has died. The business must
goonas usual; and the teacher must supply
this data related to the attendance of stu-
dents and their performance in online ex-
ams to the concerned authority.

Why is it that even at this puzzling mo-
ment we refuse to reimagine our roles as
teachers? A possible reason is that we are
caught in a vicious circle. Here is a society
that devaluesits teachers — it does not trust
them. As it worships power and money, itis
assumed that a schoolteacher is somewhat
inferior to the sub inspector of the local po-
lice station; or, for that matter, an IAS officer
has every right to teach a couple of lessons
to a university professor.

In other words, here is a society that de-
moralises vibrant young minds to accept
teaching as a vocation wholeheartedly.
Furthermore, in a corrupt society like ours,

Quite often, as teachers, we
are wounded, broken and
unsure of ourselves; it
becomes exceedingly difficult
for us to innovate and
experiment, carry the lamp
of truth, and inspire the
young generation.
Furthermore, all efforts have
been made to deprive us of
our creative agency. As non-
reflexive cogs in the learning
machine, we only ‘cover’ the
given syllabus and supply all
sorts of data to the higher
authorities. And in the age of
the National Testing Agency
and associated MCQ pattern
of exams, we need not
become thinkers; it is enough
to fill the student’s mind
with all sorts of instant
knowledge capsules.

CR Sasikumar

all sorts of “networking”, political connec-
tions and nepotism further affect the re-
cruitment of teachers — including vice-
chancellors. No wonder, quite often, as
teachers, we are wounded, broken and un-
sure of ourselves; it becomes exceedingly
difficult for us to innovate and experiment,
carry the lamp of truth, and inspire the
young generation. Furthermore, all efforts
have been made to deprive us of our creative
agency. As non-reflexive cogs in the learn-
ing machine, we only “cover” the given syl-
labus and supply all sorts of data to the
higher authorities. And in the age of the
National Testing Agency and associated
MCQ pattern of exams, we need not become
thinkers; it is enough to fill the student’s
mind with all sorts of instant knowledge
capsules. In other words, we do not expect
anything higher from us. No wonder, even
at the time of the pandemic, we are doing
nothing more than reducing education into
a software endeavour.

Yet, Ido not wish to end with pessimism.
Despite all these structural constraints and
the dictates of techno-managers or aca-
demic bureaucrats, it is not altogether im-
possible to find teachers amongst us who
still believe in the art of possibilities.
Teaching, for them, is not just a “technique”;
it is essentially an art, a quest, a meditative
contemplation. And possibly, evenin the vir-
tual classroom, they are doing something
more than just dictating the notes of biol-
ogy and geography; they are touching and
healing the tormented souls of their stu-
dents. Let us salute them on Teacher's Day.

The writer is Professor of Sociology at JNU

Centre of a perfect storm

Why internal democracy is not going to be enough to fix the Congress

P RAMAN

THEREIS A touch of irony about the demand
for the democratisation of the Congress
party. Every dissident group in the past had
raised similar demands — dumping the High
Command culture, holding elections to party
posts and getting rid of the Family control.In
normal situations, such golden rules should
have revitalised the Grand Old Party. But we
are in an extremely abnormal situation
where all the cherished symbols of democ-
racy have been overshadowed by the phe-
nomenon of one-leader parties and charis-
matic strong leaders.

For long, family control has ceased to be
a stigma in Indian politics. Every political
party, barring the Left, is led by a family or an
all-powerful supremo. The BJP was the last
tofallinline. The party had a vibrant culture
of internal democracy. The pre-Modi BJP held
its national executive meetings every quar-
ter where issues were loudly debated.
Chintan baithaks were held to sort out bigger
problems. Now no one tells us how many
times the party’s executive and council met
in the past six years.

Things have moved too far from the days
when political parties adhered to virtues like
open debates, free elections and mass agita-
tions. The whole dictionary and grammar of
political discourse have changed. Pratap
Bhanu Mehta explains how in recent times
Indian voters have shifted loyalty towards
charismatic strong leaders (IE, August 26,
‘Simply Vishwas’). It may be a transient phe-

nomenon. Or solet us hope. But see the anom-
aly. The spell cast by the supremo is such that
miseries caused by wrong decisions like de-
monetisation and the chaotic economic gov-
ernance have only strengthened the voters’
trustin the leader. The Congress has not been
the only loser in this bitter war of perception.
All opposition parties, including regional out-
fits, have been thrown by the wayside by the
Modi juggernaut. Their working space is cur-
tailed. In the process, they have also lost their
traditional platforms for mobilisation like
trade unions and deprived social groups. Now,
the pandemic has made it worse.

In the good old days of deliberative
democracy, the opposition of the day had
enormous inputs to scrutinise the executive’s
performance. When Atal Bihari Vajpayee was
prime minister, outfits of the Sudarshan-led
RSSand the NDA's outside supporters like the
TDP insisted on public debate on crucial is-
sues. Initiatives like the Insurance Regulatory
Bill had to be deferred. During the UPA days,
debates with the Left allies, NAC welfarists
and the core group provided enough ammu-
nition to the Opposition to take on the gov-
ernment. RTI revelations, PILs under an alert
judiciary, and regular input from statutory
watchdog bodies like the CVC provided
plenty of critical data. Credit goes to the CAG
under Vinod Rai for exposing many of UPA’s
mega scams. He had never agreed to retract
vital information in CAG reports. Today’s op-
position finds all such sources slam shut.

The most formidable roadblock for the
Opposition has been the total breakdown in
their communication with the public.
Blocking of the counter-view is a vital compo-
nent of the new information matrix. Here is
a curious paradox. The Opposition is free to
raise their concerns on any issue but their
voice is barely heard. Dominant sections of
the media customarily dumb down the
counter-view or their voice is overwhelmed
by official denials. They feel helpless at the
smear campaign by channel warriors. The
force of the official narrative is so imposing
and pervasive that the opposition parties just
give in. Look at the way most political parties
instantly welcomed the abrogation of Article
370, which for them was an article of faith for
the past seven decades.

The growing digitisation of communica-
tion with the voting public and social media
war have triggered another unequal war. The
ruling party with its extensive digital net-
work had launched the Bihar election cam-
paign over a month back. The Congress bid
for alimited national digital network is ham-
pered by an acute cash crunch. A party that
once netted a bulk of the corporate kitty now
survives with the meagre funds from bene-
factors in the Congress-ruled states. The in-
troduction of electoral bonds has made it
worse for the GOP.

It is such hazardous atmospherics that
has pushed the Congress — and other oppo-
sition parties — into the present predicament.

As for the Congress, it is too naive to presume
thatinternal reforms will be an answer to its
present problems. For 15 years, Congress
prime ministers outside the Family ruled the
country. Narasimha Rao (1991-1996) had a
free hand and held the dual posts of PM and
party president for five years. He never al-
lowed outside interference. He took his own
decisions on the Ayodhya kar seva, dissolved
the elected CWC, appointed his men as chief
ministers and PCC chiefs. On June 20, he gave
on-the-spot order to Cabinet Secretary
Naresh Chandra conveying India’s readiness
to accept the IMF conditionalities. This was
20 hours before taking oath as PM and with-
out consulting party colleagues. President R
Venkataraman was upset over the PM-elect
taking policy decisions before proving ma-
jority in Parliament.

The Congress tally of MPs dropped from
252 in May 1991 to 140 in May 1996. After
the electoral routin 1996, Rao tried to remain
as party president so that he could use his
position to bargain with Deve Gowda for
dropping half a dozen corruption charges
against him. On September 23, 1996, Sitaram
Kesri replaced Rao as Congress president. But
within 18 months, even Sharad Pawar joined
the anti-chacha bandwagon to bring back
the Dynasty to 24 Akbar Road. Pranab
Mukherjee in his memoirs explains why the
experiment failed.

The writer is a senior journalist

Violence & complicity

When the state is silent, it becomes the citizen's
duty to speak up and express dissent

ARUNA ROY AND
RAJENDRAN
NARAYANAN

ON AUGUST 11, violence broke out in
Bengaluru claiming three lives and leaving
several injured. The violence was in re-
sponse to a derogatory social media post
concerning Prophet Muhammad by the
nephew of a Karnataka Congress MLA.
While the accused and numerous others,
including several innocent people, have
now been arrested, the incident has been
reduced to ugly political slander. In
February, riots broke out in Delhi after in-
cendiary speeches by BJP Union Minister
Anurag Thakur and ex-MLA Kapil Mishra.
The hate speeches were a deliberate at-
tempt to incite Hindus against Muslims
and especially those protesting peacefully
against CAA/NRC/NPR. The promulgation
of discriminatory laws and policies like
the CAA, NRC and NPR, and other violent
propaganda, reflect in-built prejudices of
the ruling dispensation. And, prejudices
only promote violence.

The Delhi riots had left 53 dead, injured
many more and resulted in severe loss of
livelihood. Red tape surrounded access to
medical attention and the lack of trans-
parency about the arrests of several inno-
cent people point to the deeply compro-
mised institutional response. Meanwhile,
several people have been detained and un-
fairly booked under the draconian
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act. The
trauma primarily to Muslims — physical,
emotional and psychological — but also to
the entire polity, will take years to heal.

The two incidents call to mind the pub-
lication of a derogatory pamphlet titled
Rangila Rasul or “Colourful Prophet” by
Mahashe Rajpal in 1924 in Punjab. The
pamphlet showed Prophet Muhammad in
a poor light. Mahatma Gandhi raised his
voice against the publication. He re-
sponded with an article titled “Hindu-
Muslim Unity” published in Young India on
June 19, 1924: “I have asked myself what
the motive possibly could be in writing or
printing such a book except to inflame pas-
sions. Abuse and caricature of the Prophet
cannot wean a Musalman from his faith,
and it can do no good to a Hindu who may
have doubts about his own belief. As a con-
tribution therefore to the religious propa-
ganda work, it has no value whatsoever.
The harm it can do is obvious.” The after-
math of the publication of the pamphlet
was bloody and was a reason for the en-
actment of Section 295A of the IPC — that
any person found guilty of “deliberate and
malicious acts, intended to outrage reli-
gious feelings of any class by insulting its
religion or religious beliefs” will be subject
to imprisonment. Maulana Azad, a prac-
tising but secular Muslim, stated “I am
proud of being an Indian. I am part of the
indivisible unity that is Indian nationality.
Iam indispensable to this noble edifice and
without me this splendid structure is in-
complete. I am an essential element,

which has gone to build India. [ can never
surrender this claim.”

India is defined by its multicultural
texture. A choice of any single strain is
faulty. One way to look at this culture is as
aland of Bhakti or Sufi philosophers of the
likes of Thiruvalluvar, Basava, Tukaram,
Bibi Fatima or Kabir, who spoke persist-
ently of fostering peace and companion-
ship of diverse communities. An attitude
of intolerance and violence contradicts
any faith’s basic tenets of humanism. In
fact, most Hindu shlokas end with
“shanti”, an invocation of peace and re-
straint. However, there is now a politi-
cally-motivated polarity by intentionally
maligning other religions and attempts to
legally discriminate against people based
on their religion. Many of us born in the
Hindu religion, who either practise or cul-
turally remain within its fold, need to ask
ourselves some important questions. Is
violence against unarmed human beings
going to lead us anywhere near the spiri-
tual goals promised by the best in our tra-
dition? Is difference a justification for sub-
jugation or annihilation of life? Will the
celebration of a temple constructed on the
ruins of another place of worship give
anyone “punya”? It is an irony that when
the life of Gandhi was taken by a Hindutva
fanatic, they should become spokesper-
sons against violence. As Hindus, we stand
guilty unless we express our dissent.

Today, the silence of the state is deaf-
ening. The calibrated lack of response of
the present government to the speeches
by their own party members inciting vio-
lence, points to their sanctioning of the vi-
olence. True religious precepts have re-
peatedly affirmed that the structure of the
place of worship is not necessarily the
house of the deity. The temple in Ayodhya
is a structure. Any place of worship built
on the destruction of another has ques-
tions to answer. In the Ayodhya judgment,
the Supreme Court said, “The destruction
of the mosque and the obliteration of the
Islamic structure was an egregious viola-
tion of the rule of law”. And yet, on August
5, the Prime Minister was present at the
celebrations of a temple construction over
the debris of a destroyed mosque. In con-
trast, amid the recent riots in Bengaluru,
several Muslim youth formed a human
chain around a temple protecting it from
mob violence.

To equate nationalism with religion is
logically inconsistent since God is believed
to be omniscient and cannot have a na-
tionality. Invoking such omniscience,
Kabir asks in the song Tu hi tu — “Where
are you? In the ant or in the elephant? In
the thief or the person in pursuit?” Itis a
reminder that all humanity is bonded. It
has also been reassuring to note that
many members of the majority commu-
nity have resisted CAA, NRC and NPR.
What gives us hope is that, even in the
worst of times, acts of discrimination and
violence can be countered in equal meas-
ure with courage and compassion.

Hinduism is a secular religion in its
philosophical assumptions, as probably
all religions are. Those claiming to speak
for nationalism are forcing us to choose
between manufactured polarities of be-
ing secular or being religious.

Roy is co-founder Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan and Narayanan teaches at Azim
Premji University, Bangalore

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CAMPUS CULTURE
This refers to the article, 'Open cam-
pus challenge' (IE, September 4).
Indian students planning to go abroad
for higher education choose their
prospective institutes to apply to
based on a number of parameters, es-
pecially the brand value of the aca-
demic institution and its global rank-
ing. A prestigious university's
international campus doesn't raise
similar enthusiasmiif it fails to provide
exposure to a cosmopolitan culture
similar to its home campus, laureate
mentors, thriving research ecosystem,
etc. NEP should strive for stronger col-
laboration between Indian and for-
eign universities within the existing
policy framework to bring about a cul-
tural shift first.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

SPEND MORE

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Slipping
into negative terrain', (IE, September
4). The state of the economy in the
first quarter has been declining as ex-
pected, but what is more important is
the process that the government
adopts for its revival. For the revival of
industries and the real estate sector,
the government must increase its
spending. Although, it is difficult to
predict the rate of decline in the
growth of GDP for the next quarters,
it must not be assumed that it would
improve due to the unlock processes,
as the situation of COVID-19 has been
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unpredictable.

Daksh Solanki, Delhi

QUESTIONS NEEDED

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
'Masking the question' (IE, September
4).The blatant step exposes the Modi
government to the justifiable charge
that the country is moving towards
authoritarianism of elected autocracy.
It amounts to a massacre of the dem-
ocratic rights of people and the peo-
ple who represent them. Questions
raised are one of the ways by which
Parliament can hold the executive ac-
countable. Question Hour is a must for
dynamic Parliamentary democracy.
S S Paul, Nadia

New Delhi



VELLORE CITY MUNICIﬂT?gﬁgﬁﬁgN | VELLORE SMART CITY LIMITED

Corporation office, Vellore .
Roc No.6209 /2018/S1 ADDENDUM / CORRIGENDUM Date : 03.09.2020
The Commissioner, Vellore Corporation invites tenders in two cover system for the following works on 09.09.2020 Due to
administration Reasons the tender notice issued vide 6209/2018/S1 date 03.08.2020 is hereby revised, the last date for receipt of
tenders as given below. Other details laid downin the tender notice published in website https://tntenders.gov.in remains unchanged.

For contact : 0416 - 2220578 DIPR/3324/TENDER/2020

Commissioner, Vellore CorEora(ion

Request for Proposal (RFP)

RFP No.02/HPC/TSIIC/2020-21,
Telangana State Industrial Infrastructure Corporation Limited (TSIIC), the nodal agency of
Government of Telangana for development of industrial infrastructure in the State in
partnership with Department of Biotechnology, Government of India, proposes to establish
Biopharma Hub (B-Hub); a Scale-up manufacturing facility combined with offering, modular
in this connection, TSIIC invites Proposal Selection of Developer for Establishment of
Biopharma Hub (B-Hub) at Genome Valley in Ranga Reddy District of Telangana State on
Design, Build, Finance, Operate and Transfer (DBFOT) Basis.

The Request for Proposal (RFP) document can be downloaded from
www.tsiic.telangana.gov.in from September 5th, 2020. Last date for submission of proposals:

- Telangana State Industrial Infrastructure Corporation Limited
- "Parishrama Bhavan", 6th Floor, 5-9-58/B, Basheerbagh, Hyderabad, Pin:500004.
Telangana.Ph: 23237625/26, FAx:040-23240205, Email: vemd@tsiic.telangana.gov.in

R. 0 NO.854-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2020-21

1 Name of the Work (Smart City Mission) E;;'T:‘faﬁﬁzt TB';?:" Teﬁ?l\grslggte
1|Providing CCTV Camera for Traffic Modeling including Name
Plate Recognition (Phase |)in Vellore CltyMunlglpal Corporation 490.00 09.09.2020 16.10.2020
2 |Design, Built, Operate & Transfer of Sound and Light show with
Operation and Maintenance for 3-Years at Vellore Fort in Vellore 936.00 09.09.2020 23.09.2020
Corporation
3 | Design, Built, Operate & Transfer of Vellore Fort Fagade 597.00 09.09.2020 23.09.2020 OctoberSth, 2020, 15.00Hrs (IST).
Lighting lllumination in Vellore Corporation .. : Knkud . sdi- Vice Chairman & Managing Director
4 | Tender document availability and other details Other Details can be obtained from the Corrigendum for change Py
in tender date, published in website https://tntenders.gov.in ""Frll""
or from Veellore Corporation Office, Engineering section during
working hours on working days.

Dt. 02.09.2020

XPRESS NETWORK

NORTHERN RAILWAY
OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
The Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/Coaching, Northern Railway, Delhi Division, New Delhi invites online e-tender through
website https://ireps.gov.in for the parking contracts, for the period of 3 (Three) years, to be closed on 28.09.2020 at 15:00 hrs, at
the following stations/locations:

AIRRA FRADESH STATE CIVIL SUFPLIER I'J.'JE'I".'JF'.III [N LINITED

FCFF 73, BANIER ROAD HEN
Téncur Ko, P0G Ml'l:llr:r Blmﬂuuﬂﬂﬂ

[Illlﬂ 34,00 21020

E-TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, CD-XII,
Irrigation &  Flood  Control
Department, GNCTD Opp ESI
Hospital Basai Darapur Office
Complex New Delhi-110027
invites on behalf of the President
of India, online Item rate tender

from approved and eligible
contractors for the following
works:-

1. NIT No. EE/CD XIl/20-21/10 -(ID
No. 2020_IFC_194045_1)- HOA-
4515- DVDB WORKS IN NCT OF

HC gives govt 12
weeks to decide
who controls

Assam Rifles

SOFIAHSAN

published on 05.07.2019 in Comission’s office, Bays No. 1-10, Block-B, Sector-4, Panchkula.
The schedule for interview has been uploaded on Commission’s website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in.
The interview schedule of candidates for Viva-Voce will not be changed under any circumstance.
The Candidates are advised to see website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in.
Sd/-
Deputy Secretary,
Haryana Public Service Commission, Panchkula
HARYANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
BAYS NO. 1-10, BLOCK-B, SECTOR-4, PANCHKULA

T ANNOUNCEMENT

It is hereby announced for the general information of the candidates who have been declared qual-
ified in recruitment test for 14 posts of Assistant Town Planner (Group-A) in town & Country
Planning Department, Haryana. in response to the Advertisement No. 5(2)/2019 published in var-
ious newspapers that the candidature of the candidates bearing Roll Nos. as mentioned in the list
attached to this announcement is liable for rejection. This announcement has been displayed on
Commission’s Website i.e. https://hpsc.gov.in.

The candidature of the candidates mentioned in the list are liable for rejection due to their reasons.
The candidates mentioned in above list are advised to submit their representations on
sr2hpsc@gmail.com if any, against the proposed rejection upto 05.09.2020 failing which no represen-
tation will be entertained and the decision in this regard shall be made on merit as per available record.
NOTE:- 1. The candidates concerned are being intimated through their Email.

2. The representation will be considered through Email only, postal and personally represen-
tation will not be considered by the commission.

Dated: 03.09.2020

Sd/-
Deputy Secretary,
Haryana Public Service Commission,

Dated: 03.09.2020

82597/HRY
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2. Date of availability of Bid document in the offices as mentioned in:- 07-09-2020

3. Last Date/Time for receipt of bids: 14-09-2020 up to 12.00 Noon in the office of the Assistant Engineer, Executive
Engineer Rural Engineering Department Division Budaun, District Magistrate Badaun

4. Date of opening of bids: 14-09-2020 at 04.30 PM

For further details please contact the employer office i.e. Office of the Assistant Engineer U.P.R.E.D.Sub Division Bud8adn

Address:- Room 206, 1st Floor, Vikas Bhawan, Civil Lines Budaun

- - - EMPANTLYENT ASD APPOINTMIET OF SARIFACTEAIAS [ONT-WISE FOf STPPLTOF
Advertise | Cost of Tender| Earnest | Website particulars WO WOVER CARRY FAGS |19 i) T0 THE ¥LS POINTE IV ARUEAA FRADERH STATE FOR DELHI SW- Construction of Three NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4
SN Name of work with its value/Reserve| document Money | where complete details EISTRIBETION CF KECE AT DOGM BTERS OF CARD HOLIERS URSER PUELIC DISTRIEITION Storey Saini Chaupal at Village
location / Railway Station Price of one | &18%GST | Deposit of tender document SYETER THRGUGE A7 E-ARFTTILT FLATFORM rey ) pal | 9 ]
year in (Rs.) (inRs) (in Rs.) can be seen At Prasnsh Sale. Cral Supsion Corporston L méas Tendan koo didrc] wiss S?m' Mohalla in Nangloi Jat AC in THEDELHIHigh Court has granted 12 weeks tothe

1 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Panipat 11,68,380 3,540 70,200 | https:/fireps.gov.in/tender EI?I-:.WJ.:-:;:Li .I\.?I??:::::Ih ! f. ::.-\IJ'-.:;.-I::‘::?-:?asgﬂi.shq‘:d:ﬁ::;?;nmﬂ“;\?: Distt, West,, E.C. Rs, 3,324 Umqngovemmentto decideonwhetherto scrqp or
Railway Station (PNP), 2nd entry "A" no: Parking 69-2020 D Bt 0F Can ik LIV Pl D15 i M1 S5 W LT DAsgit AF - ot pla Fore., 5,690/- Earmest money Rs.| | retain the dual control structure for Assam Rifles,
Category, with measuring an area of 390 sq mtrs. Al !'Tq infmmstud '|1||!;-;1'l-=lur|. "|_.'I|Il-=-ur: |Illn::-|1:.:.;!_.l_' Ing srplieciBel, 1 6,64,914/- period of corpp!etlon which, at present, is controlled by the Defence

2 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at 11,23,000 | 3,540 | 67,400 | httgs':/l/;regk§.go;.(i)n/2t8;ger :'::'Im'l::“"’““-w SR Snd Was ADSCE 1. 10 Wivw Bnd doariaad o 0Tl 270 PayS. (Date of submission & Ministry as well as the Ministry of Home Affairs.
Kurukshetra Railway Station (KKDE), no: rardng 22222 shasiice d mwscats hiznckerunelzap pevin s choud opening of bid on 15-09-2019 at Observing that the matter has been pending for
1st Entry "B" Category, with measuring an area of 648 sq mtrs s obnons Dk da) Sa] roty & Cerwtis froim o Cormhaan ALPsgry in ki Sebivd Dids 3:00 P.M, & 3:30 P.M I h h idi h

3 | parki tract of Cycle-Scooter at 4,29,960 2,360 25,800 | https://ireps.gov.inftender Tl clatall o procth e o ol Chgibal Sl Sk Sy syl (vl 11 respectively).AE-IlI almost threeyears, the court said itappears that an

arking contract of Lycle-scooter a | | | | no: Parkina 71-2020 ek g TR o Bl o Connl e Pedsziak gl i procondn plafoo . in-principle decision has been taken to keep the
Kurukshetra Railway Station (KKDE), 2nd rarking 71-289 Fh-u- W DEEGA% 3 TR UTATATA Note:- . .
Entry "B" Category, with measuring an area of 353 sq mtrs Lag dode b mgaadion one -compiebon of Somodiss for s agsecken saal 0 yp 1) Details of above mentioned centralarmed pohceforceun_dgrtheexcluswecon—

4 | Parking contract of Cycle- Scooter-Car- at 1,75,24,544 11,800 | 10,51,500 | https://ireps.gov.in/tender "_Lﬂf_flﬂ'ﬁ__::___fnﬂﬁr:‘ E—" :'u":!;;';r:;ﬁﬁ ;:Iq.---.. s i Bagh e works & eligibility criteria can be trol of MHA, but the final decision has not yet been
New Delhi Railway Station (NDLS) Pahar Ganj no: Parking 72-2020 . EEL W B NANALRG BIRESTOM seen and downloaded from the taken.

Side, "A-1" Category, with measuring an area of 3429.19 sq mirs. web site https://govtprocurement. “The matter involves servicemen/ex-service-

5 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at | 4,84,560 | 2,360 | 29,100 | httn s:/g;er iE o;;nlztg;ger Administration of U.T of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu, delhi.gov.in. men and whose interest is not only to be para-

i i N - - . - . . . .
Sé‘agz‘t“:go':”yaw:;dr:egsﬂ‘:ﬁé’ f;a:r‘;’; (f‘fg'?g"i'q — Tardng 2222 Directorate of Medical & Health Services 2) Amendment(s)/ ~ alteration(s)/| | mount, but is proclaimed from various platforms
" . P c 3; 50 =500 55700 Trasdi T~ NAMO Medical Education & Research Institute, Silvassa corrigendum if any, will be of the Government, to be paramount. When a de-

6 | Parking contract of Gycle-Scooter-Car at | | | > Pasklng 74.2020 No. DMHS/EST/Med.edu/staff/2018/606/154 Date: 01/09/2020 available at website only. cision of such paramountcy is required to be taken,
Meerut City Railway Station (MTC), "A' no: Parking 74-2020 3) EMD in the form of Banker's o s
Category, with measuring an area of 2054.80 sq mirs, . ' ADVERTISEMENT o N oh 5 "\ Drat there should be nodelay therein,” the division bench

7 - - - 174375060 5900 104700 | hitos irens aovin/tender Directorate of Medical & Health Services, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, invites application from eligible heque or Deman raitor of Justices Rajiv Sahai Endlaw and Asha Menon said.
;:_rlkmag Zﬁ;ﬁfﬁ‘(gf,\,?)dfstséi?tef-,it‘ Panipat e ' o Ry a.75-2020 candidates for Teaching posts & Non-Teaching posts to be filled on short term contract basis under Fixed Deposit Receipt (drawn in The court has alsorequested the Home Minister,
c fway Stat ; v NAMO Medical Education & Research Institute. Details regarding the posts are available on the favour of EXECUTIVE .. X e

ategory, with measuring an area of 804.70 sq mtrs. L - e e A Defence Minister, Secretaries of the two ministries,
— - official website: www.dnh.nic.in or www.vbch.dnh.nic.in. The applications should reach the ENGINEER, CD Xll, I&FC . , .
8 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at 48,28,929.33 | 5,900 | 2,89,800 | htt s./gre oo o;.(linlztgrzmger undersigned on or before 16/09/2020 DEPTT, GNCT OF DELHI) Chief of Army Staff, Director General of AssamRifles
i i i ity Si no: Parking 76- : B : H :
X Ctogory i messing an res o 268159 s o. IOz orux, S| | Shellbe scanned and uploaded | | andothersinvolved tocooperate nmaling thede:
’ N . 0. r. V.K. Das, : B
: ) to the e-tendering website cision within the time period. 1le listing the
® aark'”tgp‘ﬁ”“adcfg.cﬁ"ﬁ'scmte{' Ca(:LZM) | 1,20,23,844 | 11,800 | 7:57,500 | %ﬁ%ﬁgger Sléassa. D1 52020 Director (M&HS) 02602642940 within the period of bid| | case'snexthearing on December 14, the court di-
azra’ Izamuadin Rallway station . . - . |
"A1" Category, with measuring an area of 4061.87 sq mirs. PRI g "grud-ud, fmfor far submission. The original EMD recteq the MHA Joint Secretary(P II) (CAPF) S.K.
10 | Parki tract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Delhi | 31,94,664 5,900 1.91,700 | hitps /fireps.gov.inftender SHAUCAS] ﬁZIGIEI AT Iﬁiﬁm Tq feratoT foem should be deposited in the office Shahi to ensure that the meetings are held from
arking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Delhi 294, ) Nitps://ireps.gov.in/ VERIEUS AXHR 6l SUBH . . . . ..
Cantt Railway Station (DEC), "A" Category, | | | no: Parking 78-2020 403 /1 AT R, IEUGH—248001 XA / B 0135-2764075 of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD tlms totime for the culmma?l(.)n of the decision.
with measuring an area of 709 sq mtrs. E-mail:- cgmnirmanwing@Yahoo.com, gmnirmanwing@gmail.com Xll, I&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF ‘We thus expect the decision as sought by the

11 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Jind 5.34.374 2.360 32100 | hitpsJ/ireps.govinftender i _ fiovernmgnf. of Uttarakhand “e” procurement Notice . DELH‘I V\{Ithln the period of bid petitionerorthecounterafﬁdavittobebefore us by

d ! ! Parking 79-2020 Bid Identification no - 2022 /Nivida(Garhwal) 340 Dated : 04.09.2020 submission. (The EMD R X
Railway Station (JHI), "B" Category, with no: Parking 79-2020 Construction of Govt. Polvtechnic at d t shall only be i d the next date of hearing,” reads the order, adding,
measuring an area of 393.39 sq mirs. 1. | Name of the works:- Bhal i Block Bh 4 Distt coument shall only be Issue “if no decision is taken by the next date, Shri S.K.

: : 12,95.268 3,540 89.800 | httpsi/lireps.gov.in/tender aaswaga), B osk Bhagwanpur, DIt from the place in which the i i i i
12 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Subzi | 95, | , | , | bpsireps o vlond Haridwar, Uttarakhand. office of receiving division office | | Shahi aforesaid to remain present in person on the
o . (e : g 80- : A
Mandi Railway Station (SZM), "B" Category, 2. | Estimated Cost :- Rs. 995.00 Lakh (with GST) is situated next date of hearing”. The order was passed on a
with measuring an area of 1525.37 sq mtrs. is situated). i X . .
3. | Period of Completion :- 18 Months Sd/- petition filed by Assam Rifles Ex-Servicemen

13 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at | 16,25,012 | 3,540 | 97,600 | https://ireps.gov.in/tender " :, ilability of bi Welfare Association. Its plea contends that dual con-
Nangloi Railway Station (NNO), "B" Category, no: Parking 81-2020 pate and Time of Availability of bid documents | 05/09/2020 - 10.00 Hrs. EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-XII | oreudi h 3 Lofthe
with measuring an area of 610 sq mtrs. in the POfta_h- _ __ 1570372020 ~T0.00 DIP/Shabdarth/0276/20-21 trol prejudices the personnel of the force.

14 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car-Bus- 379316 2.360 22.800 | hitpsilireps.gov.in/tender 5. | Last Date/Time for recelp.t of.bld-s-ln the pc{rtal.- | -10. rs. - A :

Truck-Tempo at Adarsh Nagar Railway Station no: Parking 82-2020 6. | Name and Address of officer inviting the Bid:- GeStg[ra kwan;%er, _Ctl)r’w\ls_truct|%3\l}ll|ng, Section 1
(ANDI/PRS), Shalimar Bagh Side "A" Category, with measuring an area of 398.86 sq mtrs. ey :g;f Debad Office of the Assistant Engineer U.P.R.E.D. Sub Division Budaun
15 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Palam 825,348 3,540 49,600 | https://ireps.gov.in/tender 7. | Pre bid meeting details (if required) Date & Place:- | 07/09/2020 - 12.00 Hr. Address:- Room 206, 1st Floor, Vikas Bhawan.Civil Lines Budaun
I (if required) . s. .
Railway Station (PM), "D" Category, with no: Parking 83-2020 6. | Details of sub addendumeorrigendumy — Press Notice for Manual Tender(2nd call)
measuring an area of 414.70 sq mirs. . ca‘;:e'usa‘t’i::e:sqr:eac bz o;t“ai::;' ;;’;gteh’; :l:‘bsite http://www.uktenders.gov.in Letter NO: 221 /RED/Tender/File No-02/ Bond Clerk/2020-21 dated:27-08-2020
. . ‘| The Assistant Engineer, U.P.R.E.D. Sub Division Budaun on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate

16 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car-Bus- 69,54,572 | 11,800 | 4,17,300 | https:/fireps.gov.in/tender 5 " N in" bids through Sealed Bids for Manual tendering system from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP RED, in
Truck-Tempo at Delhi Sadar Bazar Railway no: Parking 84-2020 Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal http.//www.uktenders.gov.ln appropriatz class A, B, C, D and E as the casge r)r/1ay be. The Biddegr may subrm bids for the works ¢ '
Station (DSB), "D" Category, with measuring an area of 1828 sq mtrs. General Manager (Garhwal) 1. Name of work as per table. _ _ i i

17 | Parking contract of Cydle Scooter at New 47,95,094 | 5,900 | 2,87,800 | hitps://ireps.gov.inftender b e ame afwork mated cost| _(EMD)in | ument incuding | letion inclading
Delhi Railway station (NDLS) Ajmeri Gate Side no: Parking 85-2020 f I:: f District (in Lakh) Lakh GST (in Rupees) | rainy season
"A-1" Category Station, with measuring area of 926.68sq mtrs. i Elgl [ ! 2 Other Fund 8 4 5 & .

18 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Delhi | 6,37,200 | 2,360 | 38,300 | hitps //ireps.gov.inftender , AT WEE WE (FE UL), TEHT-800001 T[Sy T o of St o st Wbss Gores 1| 0451 | 0008 55500 %0DAYS
Sarai Rohilla Railway Station (DEE), "A" no: Parking 86-2020 M 2. |Budaun | Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub 0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS
Category, with measuring an area of 105.52 sq mirs Centre Bhadrol New P H C Bhoora bhadrol(Qadarchowk)

! . . ﬁcﬁﬂ-q:l- -H-@q-l-‘ _ kCic] T T %‘ET{ 3;'__—‘_|1-k.|- 1%%1? 3. |Budaun | Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub 0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS

*Applicable GST and TCS has to be paid by licensee extra, over and above the Advertise value/ Reserve Price/ . ;5/2020 a; STT-IﬁT-[ kSl l 1%[%5 1;_‘;;[ % %ﬁ - ge""‘e zalf"mi‘ New ‘P: c B""Z"ﬂ b":d":'f‘o;“’;'cuh°‘”k)c - —

icenso ee. 103520 | | T A Gl F g e, W frer e & vl R 3G WA | [ S e o | | T | =0

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE IR %l AAATEA 3TMeeA 341141“33 fFY T | SATET MG TR T S| | |7 G s ar H O warmnagar hetipon o | oo e 0 0NE
6. |Budaun |Supply & Installation of Samarsable at Health & Wellness Centre Sub 0.431 0.009 559.00 30 DAYS
ﬁa‘iﬁ?{ fafer - 30.06.2020 ot | Centre Jaitpur AP H C Faijgun] Behta(Asafpur)
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(Vinod Kumar)

UPID No. 154797 date: 04.09.2020
www.upgov.nic.in

Assistant Engineer
Rural Engineering Department Division Budaun
On behalf of Governor of UP
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Kannada actor arrested for
‘links’ to drug peddling racket

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 4

AKANNADA film actress was ar-
rested by Central Crime Branch
of Bengaluru Police on Friday on
charges of association with an
international drug peddling
racket that revolved around sup-
plying psychedelic drugs to cus-
tomers at big-ticket events like
rave parties.

Ragini Dwivedi (30) was ar-
rested on Friday evening, Joint
Commissioner of Police (Crime)
Sandeep Patil said. The CCBalsoar-
rested one Viren Khanna from
New Delhi “who organises big par-
ties where drugs are consumed”,
the Crime Branch official said.

Dwivedi’s arrest followed a
searchat her residence by the po-
lice inthe morning and extended
questioning of the actress, who
had earlier failed to respond to a
police notice to appear before the
CCB onWednesday for question-
ingintheillegal drug usage inves-
tigations.

“In the search conducted in
the morning, important materi-

ELGAAR PARISHAD CASE

|
Partho Sarothi Ray

NIA asks Kolkata
prof to appear
for questioning

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 4

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) has issued notice
to a Kolkata-based professor of
the Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (IISER)
for questioning in the Elgaar
Parishad case for his alleged links
with the event near Pune, where
incendiary speeches allegedly
led toviolence on January 1,2018.

The professor, Partho Sarothi
Ray, is arenowned social activist
and convenor of the West Bengal
unit of the Persecuted Prisoners
Solidarity Committee (PPSC).

According to Ranjit Sur, central
secretariat member of the
Association for Protection of
Democratic Rights, the NIA has
asked Ray toappear atthe agency's
Mumbai office at 11amon Sept 10.
“This is an attempt to throttle the
voice of those who are critical of
government policies. We will
protestagainst this,” Sur said.

Ray did notrespondtocallson
his phone and to text messages.

According toSur,ateam of NIA
officers tried to meet Ray on the
[ISER campus and serve the notice.
“(But) he refused to meet the NIA
team due to Covid-19 guidelines
on maintaining physical distanc-
ing. The NIA subsequently served
him the notice over email. We
spoke with him (Ray),and he said
he will consult hislawyer and take
appropriate steps,” Sur said.

Earlier,in 2012, Ray had been
arrested and was in jail for 10
days for allegedly protesting
against the Trinamool Congress
government’s decision to evict
slum-dwellers in Kolkata.

Last year, he was one of the
nine human rights activists in the
country whowere at thereceiving
end of an alleged spyware cam-
paign, whose aim was to monitor
their actions and communica-
tions. These activists had called for
the release of others who were
charged in connection with the
Bhima Koregaon incident.

On Teachers’ Day,
Amul plans FB Live
with 200 chefs

New Delhi: On the occasion of
Teachers’ Day on Saturday,
Indian dairy brand Amul is or-
ganising a 24-hour non-stop
Facebook Live session where
200 chefs will participate, and
every half-an-hour, a team of
three to four chefs will prepare
dishes together and dedicate it
to their teachers. To be held on
Amul's official page, it will start
at2 pm. The event will continue
on to Sunday. It will be launched
by Saudi Arabia-based chef,
Thomas Gugler, who s the pres-
ident of the World Association of
Chefs Society. The event will cul-
minate with a session by
Michelin-star chef Suvir Saran,
who is based in New York. ENS

Ragini
Dwivedi

als were seized,” Patil said.

OnThursday, the CCBarrested
Ravi Shankar, an employee of the
state regional transport organisa-
tion who was reportedly associ-
ated with Dwivedi in recent
times. Questioning of Shankar re-
portedly revealed a link to an in-
ternational drug racket which
also featured the actress, the po-
lice said.

“A case has been registered
in Cottonpet against the persons
involved in this drug racket. In
the course of the probe a search
was conducted on the home of
actress Ragini Dwivedi.
Preliminary investigations have
shown involvement in an inter-
national drug racket. Efforts are
on to find the missing links,” the
CCBsaid in a statement.

The probe into the use of
drugs by celebrities and film
world personalities in Karnataka

began around 10 days ago, after
the south zone unit of Narcotics
Control Bureau arrested three
persons — Anoop Mohammed,
Rijesh Ravichandran from Kerala
and Anikha Dinesh from
Bengaluru — in possession of a
large quantity of ecstasy pills and
LSD blots worth Rs 20 lakh.
According to the NCB probe,
Anoop Mohammed —whoisre-
portedly associated with
Bineesh Kodiyeri, son of Kerala
CPM secretary and former min-
ister Kodiyeri Balakrishnan —
and the two others were in-
volved in supplying drugs to
Bengaluru celebrities since 2015.
The trio of alleged peddlers of
party drugs were booked under

the NDPS Act. Mohammed and
Ravindran have now sought bail.

Following the NCB's seizure
of drugs in August, Kannada film
director Indrajit Lankesh claimed
to have information on several
film personalities who fre-
quently used drugs at parties.
Dwivedi’s name emerged after
the police questioned Lankesh,
sources said.

Dwivedi used to be a top star
inthe Kannada film world. More
recently, she was involved in
promoting cricket leagues like
CCL and Karnataka Premier
League, where she was a brand
ambassador for the Ballari
Tuskers team owned by real es-
tate businessman Arvind Reddy.

ABDUCTION-MURDER CASE
HC judge hearing ex-DGP’s
bail plea recuses himself

Chandigarh: The first hearing of
former Punjab Police DGP
Sumedh Saini’s anticipatory bail
pleain the kidnapping and mur-
der case of Balwant Singh
Multani could not be held at the
Punjab and Haryana High Court
Friday after Justice Suvir Sehgal
recused himself from hearing

Saini had filed the plea on
Wednesday. A Mohali trial court
had earlier already dismissed his
plea for the same.

The case against ex-DGP per-
tains to the abduction of Balwant
Singh Multani,a Mohali resident,

J&K encounter: Three militants
killed, 3 security personnel hurt

Srinagar: Three unidentified mili-
tans were killed and three secu-
rity forces personnel, includingan
Army officer, wereinjured in an
encounter in Baramulladistrict of
Jammu and Kashmir Friday, po-
lice said.

Security forceslaunched a cor-

don and search operation at
Yedipora in the Pattan area of
Baramulla following information
about the presence of militants, a
police official said. The operation
turned intoanencounter after the
militants fired at a search party,
whoretaliated, he added. PTI

in 1991, which is being probed
by an SIT based on a fresh FIR

THE SONIPAT CO-OP. SUGAR MILLS LTD., SONIPAT

'"’"{:"’" AIR FORCE VOCATIONAL COLLEGE

OLD WILLINGDON CAMP, LOK KALYAN MARG (RACE COURSE)
NEW DELHI-110003
TEL NO. 23792786, 23010231, 9870368007 EXTN.: 7852

ADMISSION
Application forms are available for filling up Management Quota Seats
for Diploma in Pre-school Education (DPSE) for the session 2020-21.
Interested candidates may contact the college from 5th September, 2020
to 19th September, 2020 (between 0830 hrs to 1500 hrs)

Website: www.afvc.org.in Email : afvc_newdelhi@yahoo.com

the matter. registered in May in Mohali. ENS REQUIRES
P No. 19/24/2016-Admn-| Sr. | Name Qualification Pay-Scale |Category &
I€IM? Indian Council of Medical Research | || No.| of Post Age Limit
i §; Eapm V. Ramalingaswami Bhawan 1. Dy. |ACADEMIC: Charted | Rs.9300- |Unreserved
i t Ansari Nagar, New Delhi -110029 Chief | Accountant or ICWA |34800+4200| & 45 years
Dated: 01.09.2020 Accounts| EXPERIENCE: 1 year| Function
Online Interview for Engagement of Consultant Officer | of handling the Pay Level-7
ICMR, an autonomous organisation under the Deptt. of Health (on Jaccounts & finance _Of (initial pay
Research, M/o H&FW, Govt. of India intends to engage one rggsil:)r %:egrl:it;;igﬁmgﬁ;c'al 44900)
Consultant (Technical) from recently Retired Officials of Central mr% o of minimugm
Govt./State Govt./Autonomous Bodies for the post in Level-10 Rs. 10 crores per
(Rs. 56,100-1,77,500) of 7th CPC Pay Matrix, as per terms and annum.
conditions of ‘ICMR Guidelines for

engagement of
Consultants'. The interested candidates may appear in the
Online Interview through Video Conferencing on 23.09.2020
from 11:00 AM to 01:00 PM. The application form/qualification/
age/experience and other details are available at ICMR's
website www.icmr.nic.in>career opportunity> category>
Temporary post.

Sd/-
Assistant Director General ( A)

davp 17152/11/0003/2021

Application with complete particulars along with
Contact/Mobile No./ E-mail and Attested Copies of
Qualification, Experience must reach in Mill Office by
Post/ E-Mail: sonipatsugar@gmail.com upto 15.09.2020,
5.00 P.M. Persons already working and those from in
Coop. Sugar Mills of Haryana should submit their applica-
tion through proper channel with No Objection Certificate.
Sd/-
Managing Director,
The Sonipat Coop. Sugar Mills Ltd; Sonipat.

2694/SSML

COLLEGE OF ART

GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI
(Affiliated to University of Delhi)
20-22, TILAK MARG, NEW DELHI-110 001
Phone Nos.: 23383612, 23070397 & 23387485
Website : http://colart.delhigovt.nic.in E Mail: prcoa.delhi@nic.in
CORRIGENDUM FOR H&SI CANDIDATES- DFA
(Diploma in Fine Arts)

ADMISSION NOTICE

Academic Session, 2020-21
With reference to advertisement dated 07.08.2020 and
16.08.2020 regarding admission it has been decided in the
interest of students and College at large in connection with
admission of H&SI candidates for Enterance Examination in
DFA (Diploma in Fine Arts) for the academic year 2020-21. Due
to sudden upsurge in the COVID-19 cases in the capital and for
the safety and security of all students, admission of H&SI
candidates/students would be done on the basis of merit of the
Xth Class aggregate marks of five subjects instead of practical
entrance exam in the College premises.
The merit list of the H&SI students will be uploaded as per
mentioned schedule in the relevant specialization as applied
for.
Rest contents of the previous advertisements will remain
same.

Sd/-

DIP/Shabdarth/0273/20-21 Principal (Officiating)

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED
(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA UNDERTAKING)
CIN: L74899DL1974G0I007417
Registered Office: SCOPE Complex, Core-lll, 7, Institutional Area,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003 Website: www.nationalfertilizers.com

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that in compliance with Regulation 47
read with Regulation 33 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, a meeting of
Board of Directors of National Fertilizers Limited is scheduled to
be held at Noida (Uttar Pradesh) on Tuesday, 15" September,
2020, inter-alia to consider, approve and take on record the Un-
Audited Financial Results (Standalone & Consolidated) of the
Company for the quarter ended 30" June, 2020, after these
results are reviewed by the Audit Committee of the Board.
Pursuant to the SEBI (Prohibition of Insider Trading)
Regulations, 2015 as amended and the circular issued by
National Stock Exchanges of India Ltd. Vide NSE/CML/2019/11
dated 02™ April, 2019, the trading window for dealing in the
shares of the Company shall remain closed from 1 July, 2020 till
48 hours after the declaration of financial for the quarter ended
30.06.2020 i.e. 17" September, 2020 for Designated Persons,
Designated Employees and their Immediate relatives.

The said Notice may be accessed on the Company’s website
www.nationalfertilizers.com and on the BSE/NSE website
www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com respectively.

|
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Sd/-
(Ashok Jha)
Company Secretary

Place: New Delhi
Date: 04.09.2020

NFL : Farmers' Friend, Nation's Pride
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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR VACANCIES AT

AGRA SMART CITY LIMITED
AGRA NAGAR NIGAM, AGRA

Advertisement No:
Agra Smart City Limited (ASCL) is seeking suitably qualified people to submit
Expressions of Interest (EOIs) for the following vacancy:

T FH T # AT

330 ASCL/RECT/01/2020 Dated 03/09/2020

CV and contact details to:

mrk@growthmode.co.in

S. | Designation [ No. of Minimum Minimum Salary
No. Posts | Qualifications Experience Offered
1. | Chief 1 Chartered 10 years or working experience in| Rs.1,00,000/-
Finance Accountant Or | the Corporation in the Corporate | per month
Officer MBA (Finance) sector finance/accounts with
from and Institute | good knowledge of requirement
of repute like lIMs. under Companies Act.
2. | Intern 1 Graduates in Fresher with basic knowledge Rs.30,000/-
Architecture/ of working with computers per month
Civil Engineering
HOW TO APPLY LAST DATE FOR SUBMITTING

Candidates fulfilling the above- APPLICATIONS:
mentioned criteria must mail complete 21st September2020by5p.m.

growthmodeconsulting@gmail.com

agrasmartcitylimited@gmail.

FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATIONS
KINDLY CONTACT:
Growthmode Consulting Limited
+91 8008804997, +91 8008804991
+91 9346673068
Addl. Chief Executive Officer,
Agra Smart City Limited,
Agra.

com

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & FARMERS WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, COOPERATION & FARMERS WELFARE
Applications are invited for filling up of the post of Senior Administrative Officer, General Central Services
Group 'A' Gazetted (Non-Ministerial) in the Directorate of Plant Protection, Quarantine and Storage,
Faridabad, on deputation basis under the Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Agriculture and

Cooperation. Details of the post and eligibility criteria are given below:-

No. 12034/5/2015-PP Estt
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

1.

2, 3.

Classification of Post

Pay Level

Eligibility of Applicants

General Central Services
Group 'A' Gazetted (Non
Ministerial)

Level 11 in Pay
Matrix (Rs
Rs. 67700-208700/-) |(ii) Officers with five years service in posts in Level-10

(A) Officers under the Central Government: (i) holding
analogous post on regular basis; or

(pre-revised Pay Band-3, Rs 15600-39100 with Grade
Pay of Rs 5400); or

(iii) Officers with six years of regular service in posts in
Level-8 (pre-revised Pay Band-2, Rs 9300-34800 and
Grade Pay of Rs 4800); and

(B) Possessing following educational qualification and
experience:

(i) Graduation degree from a recognized University:

(ii) Having at least five years experience of establish-
ments and accounts work and having undergone training
in. Institute of Secretariat Training and management
(ISTM), Delhi related to Administration.

The period of deputation shall ordinarily not exceed five years. The maximum age limit for appointment by
deputation shall be not exceeding 56 years as on the closing date of the receipt of applications. Full details
of the vacancy are available on the Department's official website i.e. http://www.agricoop.nic.in.

last date for receipt of application

Applications of interested and eligible officers, who could be spared in the event of their selection, may
be sent, through proper channel, so as to reach "Under Secretary (PP Estt.), Department of Agriculture,
Cooperation and Farmers' Welfare, Room No.572 A, F Wing, Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi-110001". The

2013-14 to 2017-18 duly attested on each page by an officer not below the rank of an Under Secretary
to the Government of India, Vigilance Clearance Certificate, Integrity Certificate, Major/Minor Penalty
during last ten years) will be 21.10.2020.

(including attested photocopies of APARs of last five years i.e from

davp 01104/11/0002/2021

Applications are invited from

aa wer/Government of India
wfy et fasm weamor wmerm/Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers welfare
wf, wEear e e weamor fawm/ Department of Agriculture,

Government or State Government or Union Territories administrations or Agriculture
Universities or recognised Research Institutions or Public Sector Undertakings or Councils or
Semi-Government or Autonomous or Statutory organisations for filling up the following General
Central Services Group 'A' Gazetted (Non-Ministerial) posts in the Directorate of Plant
Protection, Quarantine & Storage, Faridabad, an attached office of the Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare. (Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare) on deputation
(including short term contract) basis urgently:-

No. 12034/2/2020-PP Estt.

Cooperation and Fw
eligible candidates belonging to Offices under the Central

S.No. Name of the post Number of Posts Pay Level/Pay scale
(1) Joint Director (Entomology) 07 (Seven) Level 12 (Rs. 78800-209200]
(2)  |Joint Director (Chemistry) 08(Eight) [Pay Band - 3, Rs. 15,600-39,100/- plus
3) Joint Director (Plant Pathology) 01 (One) Grade Pay Rs. 760.0/-. as per 6th Pay
Commission]
4) Deputy Director (Plant Pathology) 09 (Nine) Level 11 (Rs. 67700-208700]
(5) Deputy Director (Weed Science) 03 (Three) [ng EaTDd - % RZG 2)56’/600'39!12?1/';'“5
- - rade Pay Rs. - as per 6th Pay
(6) Deputy Director (Chemistry) 12 (Twelve) Commission]
(7) Assistant Director (Chemistry) 07 (Seven) Level 10 (Rs. 56100-177500]
(8) Assistant Director (Packing & 01 (One) [Pay Band - 3, Rs. 15,600-39,100/- plus
Processing) Grade Pay Rs. 5400/- as per 6th Pay
Commission]

News.

Complete details about eligibility conditions including format of application are available on the
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare's Website www.agricoop.nic.in
and Directorate of PPQ&S's Website www.ppgs.gov.in.

Application (in duplicate) in the prescribed proforma with complete details should be forwarded
through proper channel to Under Secretary (PP), Room No. 572A, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi-
110001, within 60 days from the date of publication of this advertisement in the Employment

davp 01104/11/0001/2021

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

It,is notified for the,information
that I,Raj Rani W/o-Late. Shri.
Uttam Chand R/0-JA-8D LIG-
Flats,Hari Enclave, Hari Nagar,
New.Delhi-110064,Have lost
My,Original Possession-Letter
& Allotment-Letter & property
Documents original-letter for
obtaining Electricity,& water
connection of,Above Said
property.,Finder Please
Contact:-above address.

0040547297-1

I, Kanwar Kunal Singh Alias
Kunal Singh Kanwar S/o
Kanwar Rajinder Singh R/o C-
9/9258, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-
110070, have changed my name
to Kuunaal Kanwar

0070713137-1

I,Tarun Sahrawat,S/o Late
Sh.Ami Chand Sahrawat R/0-G-
3,Indraprashtha
College,Shamnath-Marg,Civil-
Lines,Delhi-110054,have
changed my minor daughter’s
name,from Navya Sahrawat to
Navya Ariqa Singh and her
Date-of-Birthis (28th-
September-2005),for all future
purposes. 0040547290-5

I,Rattan Singh,S/o Late.Harak
Singh Bisht,R/0-
40A,Gali.No.5,Roshan-Garden
Najafgarh,New Delhi-
110043,have changed my
name,from Rattan Singh to
Ratan Singh Bisht,.vide-
affidavit,Dated-3-9-2020.

0040547277-5

I,Praveen Saini,S/o late.Jai
Singh Saini,R/0-1594,Saini
Basti,Kotla-MubarakPur, N.D-
3,declare that Monu alise
Praveen Saini is one of the
same person in future I shall be
known as Praveen Saini only.

0040547280-5

1,N0.JC-765676-H Rank Subedar,
Jitendra Kumar(10JAKLI),S/o0
Ydunandan Choudhary,R/0
Village-Namapur,
P.0.Namapur,Tehsil
Kishanpura, Distt.Samastipur,
Bihar. Present Address:-P-
66/1,Vansant Range-
Colony,Shankar Vihar,New
Delhi-110010,declare thatin my
service-record of Army my wife
name & D.O.B. was wrongly-
mentioned as Rangana Devi &
D.0.B.-01-07-1975 instead of
RanjanaDevi & D.0.B.-15-01-
1975 vide-affidavit
no.DL7500063382352525 dated-
02-09-2020. 0040547277-8

1,N0.13750980-P,Ex-Hav Dal
Bahadur,S/o Late.Mani
Ram,R/0-A-13,Shakurpur,
J.J.Colony,Delhi-110034,inform
thatin my Army-Records my
daughter’s name was written
as Hema, whereas her correct-
nameisHeena. 0040547280-6

I,Manender Kumar Shah,S/o-
Rajinder Shah,R/0-H No.K-
5/142,Gali.No.1,Mohan
Garden,Uttam Nagar,New
Delhi-110059,inform that
Manender Kumar Shah &
Molendra Kumar Shah both are
one & the same person.

0040547290-8

I,Abhishek Saini,S/o late.Jai
Singh Saini,R/0-1594,Saini
Basti,Kotla MubarakPur,N.D-
3,declare that Gullu alise
Abhishek Sainiis one of the
same person in future I shall be
known as Abhishek Saini only.

0040547280-4

I, Yashika Agarwal D/o Lalit
Kumar, Dalmia, R/0S-3,4/441,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad, U.P. have
changed my name to Niharika
Agarwal for all future
purposes. 0040547290-10

I, Thota Pradeep Kumar S/o
Thota Prabhakar Reddy R/o
SLV Royal Flat-303,
Thanisandra Main Road,
Ashwathnagar, Bangalore
North, Bangalore, Karnataka-
560045, have changed my name
to Thota Pradeep Kumar Reddy

0070713152-1

I, Shanta Mandal W/o Debdatta
Ghosh R/0-T15/1908, Nirala
Estate,GH-4, Techzone-1V,
Bisrakh,Greater Noida-West,
G.B.Nagar, UP-203207,have
changed my nameto Shanta
Mandal Ghosh.  0040547297-2

I, Sanjay Bhatia,S/o Baldev Raj
BhatiaR/o AA-2/72,Sector-5,
Rohini, Delhi-110085, have
changed my name to Sanjay
Kumar Bhatia. 0040547277-1

I, Sandeep Singh Raghav S/o Sh.
0.P.Raghav R/0-129A, Shiv
Block,Raghu Nagar, New.Delhi-
110045,have changed my name
from Sandeep Singh Raghav to
Sandeep Raghav for all future
purposes vide Affidavit-No. IN-
DL74075315096577S.

0040547297-3

I, Puneet Panesar W/o Jarnail
Singh Suraj R/0 3/4/27 B,Sham
Singh Street,Gopinath
Bazar,Delhi Cantt,South West
Delhi-110010 Have Changed
my to Puneet Suraj

0070713105-1

1, Poonam D/o Parmod Kumar
R/0-F-2/123, F-Block,
Mangolpuri, Delhi-110083 have
changed my name to Priyanka
forall purposes.

0040547277-4

I, Payal Sharma Alias Payal
Singh Kanwar D/o Naresh
Kumar Sharma and W/o
Kuunaal Kanwar R/0 C-9/9258,
Vasant kunj, New Delhi-110070,
have changed my nameto
Payal Sharma Kanwar

00707131411

I, Parveen Kumar Chaturdevi
S/o Shankar Lal ChaturvediR/0
RZF-2/104,Road no-4, Mahavir
Enclave, ND-45 have changed
my name to Parveen Kumar
Chaturvedi 0040547273-1

1, POONAM ROOPCHANDANI,D/0
SantuR/0H.No.179,
S.G.ENCLAVE PHASE-1,
MAJITHA ROAD, AMRITSAR,
PUNJAB-143001,have change
my name to POONAM.

0040547290-2

I, Neeraj Kumar S/o Late Madan
Lal R/0 A-2/136, 2nd-Floor,
Paschim Vihar, N.Delhi-110063
have changed my name to
Neeraj Kumar Shingari.

0040547290-4

I, Manoj Kumar S/o-Late.Trilok
Chand R/0-405,Maliwara
Ghaziabad,have changed
name of my,son from Rudra to
Rudra Thakur for all,future
purposes. 0040547297-4

l, Manju W/o Jugal Kishor R/0
Ward No-7, Rajiyasar Station,
Rajiyasar, Ganganagar,
Rajasthan-335804, have
changed my name to Manju
Kishor 0070713150-1

l, Kuunaal Kanwar S/o Kanwar
Rajinder Singh R/0 C-9/9258,
Vasant kunj, New Delhi-110070,
have changed my minorson’s
name from Ishaan Singh
Kanwar aged 7 years to Ishan
Kanwar forever ~ 0070713143-1

I, Kuunaal Kanwar S/o Kanwar
Rajinder Singh R/o C-9/9258,
Vasant kunj, New Delhi-110070,
have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Meera
Singh Kanwar aged 6 years to
Meera Kanwar forever

0070713145-1

1, Kapil Goyal S/o Sh. Shiv Hari
Guptaresiding at E-268, Hari
Niwas Gali No.-5,West Vinod
Nagar,East Delhi-110092,have
changed the name of my minor
son Tanay Goyal aged
17/05/2019 and shall hereafter
be known as Taksh Goyal.

0040547280-3

I, Vidyawanti W/o Umed Singh
R/0 WZ-524B, Gali-17C, Sadh
Nagar, Palam Colony, ND-45
have changed my nameto
Vidya 0040547272-1

I, Junior Kumar Jogendra R/o
27A/B10A Udaygiri-1, Sector-
34,Noida, declare that my
actual nameis Junior Kumar
Jogendra meanwhile wrongly
mentioned yogendra Mondal in
my son Shubham Kumar’s
school record. 00405472741

I, Jugal Kishor S/o Liladhar R/o
Ward No-7, Rajiyasar Station,
Rajiyasar, Ganganagar,
Rajasthan-335804, have
changed my minor son’s name
from Shobhitaged 5 years to
Shobhit Kishor forever

0070713144-1

I, Jimuth Dutta Chowdhury S/o
Sujit Dutta Chowdhury R/o Flat
No0-233, Sunrise Appartment
Sector-45, Faridabad, Haryana-
121001, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
Riddhiaged 2 years to
Jaishnavi Dutta Choudhury
forever 0070713153-1

I, Hanshe Devi,W/0 Rattan Singh
R/0 40A Gali.No.5,Roshan-
Garden,Najafgarh,New Delhi-
110043,have changed my
name,from Hanshe Devi to
Hanshi Bisht, vide-affidavit,
Dated-3-9-2020. 0040547277-6

I, Gautam S/o Raj Narayan
SaxenaR/0-D-379, GaliNo.22,
Nangli Vihar-Extn,
Baprola,West Delhi-110043,
changed my name to Gautam
Kumar Saxena. 0040547290-1

I, SIDDHARTHA,S/O NARENDRA
KUMAR SINGH,H.NO- 503,
JASMINE TOWER, WARD NO 13,
PARTLY GREEN FIELD, GREEN
VALLEY COLONY, FARIDABAD,
121010, HARYANA, changed my
name to SIDDHARTHA SINGH.

0040547280-1

I, Ravi Kumar S/o Rohtas Singh
R/0.H.N0.929, Sector-5, R.K.
Puram, N.Delhi-110022 have
changed my name to Ravi
Kumar Singh. 0040547277-3

I, Rakesh Kumar Sharma S/o
Krishan Lal Sharma R/0 1496A,
Type-ll, Rail Coach Factory,
Kapurthala, Punjab-144602,
have changed my name to
Rakesh Sharma

0070713160-1

I, Rajeev Kumar@ Rajeev Chugh,
S/0 Sh.Ram Chand Chugh, R/o
13, Block-BH, West Shalimar
Bagh, New Delhi—110088 have
changed my name to Rajeev
Chugh for all future purposes.

0040547228-2

1, Divya W/o Neeraj Kumar R/0 A-
2/136,2nd-Floor, Paschim
Vihar,N.Delhi-110063 have
changed my name to Divya
Shingari. 0040547290-3

I, Dipak Singh,S/0 Rattan
Singhz,R/0-40A Gali.No.5,
Roshan,Garden-Najafgarh,
New Delhi-110043,have
changed my name,from Dipak
Singh to Deepak Singh Bisht
vide-affidavit, Dated-3-9-2020.

0040547277-7

1, Baldeep Chawla W/o
Amanpreet Singh R/o D-105,
Fateh Nagar New Delhi-18 have
changed my name to Baldeep
Kaur for all purposes.

0040547290-9

I, Anjali@ Anjali Chugh, W/o Sh.
Rajeev Kumar, R/0 13, Block-
BH, West Shalimar Bagh, New
Delhi—110088 have changed
my name to Anjali Chugh for all
future purposes.

0040547228-1

| Abhishek Bajaj R/0.D-23,2nd
floor, Rajan babu Road,Adarsh
Nagar, Delhi-110033 have
Changed My Name ToAbhishek
As Per Document

0070713140-1

IHITHERTO KNOWN AS ANU
TOMER ALIAS ANU W/O
PRADEEP KUMAR R/0. B-1605,
JM AROMA, SECTOR-
75,GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR,
UTTAR PRADESH-201301 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME & SHALL
HEREAFTER BEKNOWN AS ANU
TOMAR FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040547240-1

I Ashwani Kumar S/o Late
Sohan Lal Dhamija Permanent
R/0 Flat N0.63-A, Brotherhood
Apartments, H-Block,
Vikaspuri, N.Delhi-18 Present
R/0 M-1/47,DLF City, Phase-2,
Gurugram-122008is also
known as Ashwani Kumar
Dhamija, A.K.Dhamijaand
Ashwani Dhamija.All names
are of one and the same
person. 0040547230-1

I Anju Bala bajaj R/o0 D-23, 2nd
floor,Rajan babu Road,Adarsh
Nagar, Delhi-110033 have
Changed My Name ToAnju
Bajaj As Per Document

0070713136-1

I Aarti Badiyan W/0 Sonu
Badiyan R/O WP-252,
Wazirpur-Village Ashok-Vihar
Delhi-110052,have changed
my name to Arti Badiyan.

0040547277-2

I,hitherto known as Chander
Mani Sharma Alias Vivek
Sharma,S/o Sh.Tulsi Ram
Sharma,R/0-573/3,
JagritiVihar, Meerut,
U.P.250002,have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Vivek Sharma.

0040547280-7

I, Ahir Ajit Ramniwas S/o
Ramniwas R/o Block No-13/5,
SRP Quarters, Sector-27,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat-382027,
have changed my name to Ajit
Ahir 0070713157-1

I Tavinder Munjal S/o Sh. Gur
Bachan Singh Munjal R/o H-86,
H-Block, Ashok Vihar Phase-I,
Delhi-110052 have changed my
name to Tavinder Singh Munjal
for all purposes.

0040547230-2

ISarda Devi W/o No.Rank and
name JC-239616N Ex Sub (RIS)
Rampal Singh R/0 H.N0.28, Gali
No.3, Joharipur, Jagdamba
Colony, Delhi-110094 have
changed my nameto Sharda
Devi For all purposes.

0040547230-3

I Sanjay Kumar,S/0 Lalita
Prasad,R/0 G2/35A,GaliNo-
32,Raja Puri,Uttam
Nagar,New-Delhi-110059,Have
Changed my Name to Sanjay
Pant. 0040547280-2

I SUNIL KUMAR, DOB: 04-07-1967
solemnly affirm and declare
that my name is wrongly
mentioned as Sunil Mahendru
insome of the documents. My
correct name is Sunil Kumar
and itshould be used for all
purposes. 0040547243-2

| PREETI, DOB: 24-11-1968
solemnly affirm and declare
that my nameis wrongly
mentioned as Preeti
Mahendruin some of the
documents. My correct name
is Preetiand it should be used
for all purposes. 0040547243-1

I Manjula Kuthialaw/0SC
Kuthiala R/0 H-42 Sector 39
Noida have changed my name
to Manju Kuthiala, vide
Affidavit attested by notary
before Magistrate Noida 2 Sep
20 0040547277-9

LOST & FOUND

Lost my original 10th and 12th
class Certificate and
Marksheets 10th class
Roll.N0.5156555 year-2000 and
12th class Roll.N0.5643249
year-2002 from CBSE Board.&
Graduation Certificate &
Marksheet from HNB Garwal
University RollN0 56224118
(Year-2006) Finder pls contact:
Sunita Upadhyay S/D/W/0
Chandra Shakhar Upadhyay,A-
105,FF,Pandav Nagar, Delhi-
110092. 0040547322-1

I Yatharth Tyagi have lost my
Original Pass Certificate of
Class 10th year 2018 Roll no.
2133567 CBSE BOARD. If Found
Please Contact: 9718472647

00501685041

I, ANIMESH CHAUDHARY,S/0
Late.Pradeep Chaudhary, R/0
665/5B,Gali.No.-2,Military-
Road,Punjabi-Basti,Anand
Parbat, Karol-Bagh,New Delhi-
05,have lost my 10th-class
school-leaving-certificate,SH
SD Saraswati Bal
Mandir,Punjabi Bagh, year-
2018 0040547280-10

I, RUJHAN Juneja,S/o Rajiv
juneja,R/0-B-161 surya-nagar
gzb up-201011,have lost my
original-certificate/marksheet
class-10th (2012) Rollno-
5173134 CBSE-Allahabad class-
12th (2014) Rollno-9117650
CBSE-Delhi. 0040547280-9

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform everyone that my
client Sh. Hriday Ram S/o Late Sh.
Ram Harak R/o H. No. 774, Block- M,
Mangol Puri, Delhi110083, has
disown and debarred his Son Vijay
Kumar, daughter-in-law, Ketki Devi
and grandchildren Vivek, Nitin and
Sachin, from his all the moveable
and immovable properties, for all
intents and purposes on account of
their cruel acts and ill-treatment to
my client. Anyone dealing with the
aforesaid persons shall be solely
responsible for all the consequences
thereof and my client shall not be
responsible for the same.
VIVEK LUTHRA ADVOCATE
Chmber No. 414, Lawyers Chamber
Block, Rohini Courts, New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

Informed to General Public, that my clients KRISHAN
LAL S/0 SHRI HAJARI LAL, 63 years, & KELA DEVI
W/O SHRI KRISHAN LAL, 58 years BOTH R/O C-
241-242, SHAHBAD DAIRY, DELHI-110042, have
severed all the relations from their sons (1
KULDEEP, 34 years, and his wife SMT. KIRAN DEVI
W/O SHRI KULDEEP, 29 years, and (2) MOHIT
KUMAR, 28 years, and his wife SMT. SUNITA DEVI
W/O SHRI MOHIT KUMAR, 22 Years, as they are
disobedient, rude and not under the control of my
clients aforesaid. From hereon my clients have
debarred their sons (1) KULDEEP, 34 years, and his
wife SMT. KIRAN DEVI W/O SHRI KULDEEP, 29
years, and (2) MOHIT KUMAR aged about 28 years,
and his wife SMT. SUNITA DEVI W/O SHRI MOHIT
KUMAR, 22 years, from all their moveable and
immovable properties & Bank Accounts. If any
person, organization, institution does any transaction
with them oes so at their own risk, for that my clients
shall not be responsible in any manner whatsoever.
Sd/-

RAKESH KUMAR

Advocate
Enrl. No. D/1141/2004

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large are informed that MS. TAHIRA
BEGUM, W/O MR. NASEEM AHMED, R/o
1749, HAUZ SUI WALAN, DARYAGANJ,
NEW DELHI-110002 is the absolute owner of
built-up property admeasuring approximately
200 SQUARE  YARDS, BEARING
MUNICIPAL NUMBER 6, PART OF KHASRA
NUMBER 244/6, VILLAGE WAZIRABAD, IN
THE AABADI OF SANGAM VIHAR, DELHI-
85, open to sky along with land beneath.
Anybody dealing in”any-which-manner with
respect to the said plot from someone other
than my client or without due authorization
from my client shall do so at his/their own
costs and consequences. My  client shall not
be responsible for any third party
negotiations/dealings / transactions etc. with
respect to the above-said property.
IFRAN GHAYAS (Advocate)
Ch. No. C-78, C.L. Joseph Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

“My client Kaushalya W/o Late Sh.
Jug Lal R/o - C-42/32, kotla firoz shah
harijan basti 100 qwater, darya ganj,
Central Delhi- 110002 have severed
all her relations from her daughter|
Mrs. Surekha and her husband Vicky
was disowned & debarred them from
all movable and immovable
properties, assets and bank balances
and shall not be responsible for the
acts, deeds, ominous and things done
by Mrs. Surekha D/o Late Sh. Jug Lal
and her husband Vicky in past,
present or future.”
Sd/- Kunwarpal (Advocate)
V-229 Front Side Basement,
Rajouri Garden,
New Delhi-110027

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

MARTYR OF CISF ON 05th SEPTEMBER
CISF proudly remembers the supreme
sacrifice of this brave-heart. On this day, he
laid down his life at the altar of duty while
| fighting with the terrorists. His courage and
) bravery would remain an abiding source of
CT./GD inspiration for the force. The force will

MOHAN SINGH remain eternally indebted to him for his
HMT SRINAGAR oble deed.
05-09-1990

23 ASSAM RIFLES, 05th SEPTEMBER 2020
The Tagra Teyees family proudly
remembers HAVILDAR RAM BAHADUR
CHHETRI, SENA MEDAL (Posthumous)
who in the true traditions of the Assam
Rifles made supreme sacrifice while
bravely combating terrorists in Kunthal,
Doda District, (J&K) on 05 September
1994. May the Almighty grant eternal
peace to his soul. His gallant action will

I
HAV (LATE) RAM

BAHADUR ’ A ’
CHHETRI, continue to inspire us all.
SENA MEDAL DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY
(POSTHUMOUS) COMMANDANT & ALL RANKS

23 ASSAM RIFLES ‘TAGRA TEYEES’

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public notice is given to the general
public that my clients namely Sh. Mohd
Ashfaq S/o Abdul Karim and Smt. Razia
W/o Mohd Ashfaq both R/o H. No. R/O
5043 Kucha Rehman Chandni Chowk
Delhi-110006, have severed their all
relations with their sons namely
Shahnawaz and Mohd Suhil and his
wife namely Yasmin W/o Mohd Suhil.
They have disowned them from all their
movable and immovable properties and
my clients shall not be held responsible
for any act of them.
Sd/-
M.N. Khan

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF

ENGINEER, (PROJECT) PHED CHURU (RAJ.)

Tel. 01562-251415, e-mail- acephedchuru@gmail.com
No. 2306-2344 Date 27.08.2020
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR WORKS

Online tenders are hereby invited on behalf of the Hon’ble Governor of Rajasthan for the following
works from eligible enlisted Contractor/Firm as per Rules. Details of this tender notification and pre-
qualification criteria can also be seen in NIT exhibited on website www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, http://rajwater.gov.in and http:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are to
be submitted online electronic format on web site http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. RISL Charges, tender
fee and bid security shall be submitted through e-GRAS only in respective budget head. Date & time
for online submission Up to 18.09.2020 (18:00 hrs)

Ch. No. 618 W. Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54
Mob. No. 9210804751

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to al the concerned that my client
Sh. Gajinder Pratap Gill S/o Sh. Pratap Singh
Gill Rlo Wz-88, Plot no-278, Chand Nagar, New
Delhi-110018 and his brother Sh. Sat Pratap
Singh the owners and in possession of the First
Floor, Second Floor with roof rights of the
property bearing:- Wz-88, Plot no- 278, Chand
Nagar, New Delhi-110018 and Sh. Simran
Pratap Singh who is the elder brother of my
client is the owner and in possession of the
Ground Floor of the said property. My client
came to know that some unwanted persons are
trying to create third party interest by disposing
of the present property without any right title or
interest. If anybody dealing with any of the sale/
Purchase of the said property without the
consent of my client in writing shall be doing so
at their own risk, cost and responsibility and my
client shall not be held responsible in any
manner whatsoever for any of their acts
Sd- (Rajiv K. Tewari)
ADVOCATE
394-395 CIVIL WING TIS HAZARI COURTS
DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Sh. Jagmohan Bhamboriya
S/o Sh. Khushi Ram & his wife Smt.
Kanta Rani both R/o RZ-116/A, Khushi
Ram Park, Om Vihar, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-110059 have debarred and
disowned their son namely Laxman
Kumar and his wife Smt. Alka Pathak
from their all movable and immovable
properties due to their misconduct and
i Il behaviour towards my
clients. My clients have also severed all
their relation with them. If anybody
deals with them he will do so at his own
risk, costs and consequences. My
clients shall not be held responsible for
his acts in any manner for the same.
Sd/- LINKON GOSWAMI
(Advocate)
Ch. No. V-9, Near SBI,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

Public Notice

Be it known to all the whom
my clients Jasbir Singh S/o
Late Joginder Singh and
Saroj Assie W/o_Shri Jasbir
Singh Assie, both R/o 130-C/3,
Gautam Nagar, New Delhi-
110049, have disowned their
son Jagtar Singh, from their
all movable and immovable
properties in any manner
whatsoever and Jagtar Singh
shall have no rights, title and
interest in all movable and
immovable properties of my
client in future.

(Sailendra Kumar Mohallik),
(Advocate)

N-161, 304, Yusuf Sarai
Community Centre, ND.

M: 9810015594, 9810866907

PUBLIC NOTICE

It Is for the information of the
general public that my client Shri
Sarver Ali son of Shri Iddu Khan,
resident of WZ-558, Tihar Village,
New Delhi-110018 has severed all
his relation with his son
Mohammad Shakil and his wife
Sumaiya due to their bad
behaviour and debarred them from
all his movable and immovable
properties. My client shall not be
responsible for their acts in future
and both of them shall be
exclusively and absolutely,
responsible for their acts and
deeds in future. From now|
onwards, my client has no relation
with them.

Date:4.9.2020 (Yusuf Khan)
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients SMT. SARITA ANAND WIFE
OF LATE SHRI RAJINDER KUMAR
ANAND RESIDENT OF HOUSE NO.
F-199, SECOND FLOOR, PARSHANT
VIHAR, DELHI, do hereby, disowned,
disinherited and debarred her (1) son
SHRI SHANU ANAND SON OF LATE
SHRI RAJINDER KUMAR ANAND and
her daughter-in-law (2) MRS. PRIYA
ANAND WIFE OF SHRI SHANU
ANAND, from all her movable and
immovable properties and severed all
her relations from her son SHANU
ANAND and daughter-in-law ~ MRS.
PRIYA ANAND due to their misbehavior,
deplorable attitude, disobedient, and not
having good conduct towards my clients.
Anybody dealing with them will do at his/
her/ their own cost and risk and my
clients shall not be responsible for any of

his/ her/ their acts and deeds.

Sd/- (SANJAY RANA)
ADVOCATE
PLOT NO. 15, NEAR SDM OFFICE,
KANJHAWALA, DELHI-81.

“"IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

NIT No Work Description Estimated
Cost
ACE CHU/16/ |Work of Operation and Maintenance of Urban Water Supply Rs. 372.40

2020-21 Scheme, Ratangarh including mechanical, Electrical, Lacs
Instrumentation installation works of Tube wells, open wells, and
pumping stations, periodic cleaning CWRs/OHSRs and
Maintenance of the feeder/distribution pipelines for Three years on

Single point Responsibility basis. UBN is: PHE2021WSOB05081
SAVE WATER - SAVE LIFE Sd/-

(Ashok Kumar Gupta)
Additional Chief Engineer (Project), PHED, Churu

DIPR/C/6977/2020
YRS e MUMBAI METROPOLITAN REGION
l MHADA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)
Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai -400051.
Tel: 26590001/04. Fax: 91-022-26591264
Website: https://mmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

e-RFP NOTICE

Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA) hereby
invites Request for proposal:
1) Tender/Bid No. : MMRDA/T&CP/0002198
2) Division : Town and Country Planning Division
3) Name of Tender/Bid : Request for Proposal for Appointment
of Consultant for Preparation of Vision Document and Policy for
implementation of “Maha Mumbai Public Art Project”
4) Contact Details : Shri. S. C. Deshpande, Chief, T&CP Division

Tel: 022-26594079, 022-26595977 | Fax:022-26594178

Email: mumbaipublicart@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in
5) Fixed Cost : Rs. 92,50,000/- 6) Tender Processing Fee : Rs. 10,000/-
7) Earnest Money Deposit : Rs. 2,00,000/-
8) Contract period : 6 Months + 1 Year Support
9) Bid document download: 04.09.2020 (18:00 hrs) to 05.10.2020 (17:00 hrs)
10) Last date of receipt of queries/clarification : 09.09.2020 (10:00 hrs)
11) Pre Bid Meeting : 11.09.2020 at 15:00 hrs - Through Video Conferencing
12) Last date of Online submission: 05.10.2020 (17:00 hrs)
The e-RFP shall be available for free download on registration at
https:/letendermmrda.maharashtra.gov.in as per the above-mentioned
dates. MMRDA e-tendering Helpdesk email: etendersupport@mailmmrda.
maharashtra.gov.in or Phone No.: 022-2659 7445.
Date : 04/09/2020 Sd/-
Place: Mumbai Metropolitan Commissioner
No.: MMRDA/T&CP/0002198 MMRDA

Fulrani

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
Directorate of Urban Local Bodies, Haryana
PRESS NOTICE

Ministry of Transport through Chief Engineer, ULB has envisioned the
expansion of Ballabhgarh Bus Terminal in Ballabhgarh, Haryana to decon-
gest the existing bus terminal and provide a safe and hygienic transport and
retail/ commercial/ Leisure space in the city that is accessible by all income
groups, especially lower income groups.

With this context, conduct a feasibility analysis of the redevelopment of the
existing Main Bus Terminal in Ballabgarh, Haryana is required.

Scope of Work
a) Study the work undertaken in the project so far by the local body (if any).
b) Understanding of the ULB’s concept note and aims via site visits, stake-
holder interactions, secondary research and analysis.
c) Assess features of the project site and comment on its suitability.
d) Conduct assessment of the location of the project site, with focus on the
surrounding commercial area.
) Conduct market demand assessment of the project.
Develop a suitable configuration and concept of the project, in line with
the estimated demand.
Conduct a legal regulatory and institutional review of the project.
Conduct an economic review to assess the impact of the project on the
economy of the community.
Assess financial viability of the project through financial modelling, risk
assessment, PPP structuring, and value for money analysis- based on
the proposed project concept.
j) Propose a preliminary implementation plan for the project.
Price Bids/ Quotations (in Lumpsum) are invited from reputed consult-
ants with eligibility criteria mentioned below:

® Firms with at-least seven years of work experience.
® Experience of Transaction Advisory Services for large developments
® Average Annual Turnover (Last 3 Years): INR Five Crore.

Only physical envelopes should be submitted through Post or Courier or
hand delivery only, envelopes submitted by fax, telex, telegram or
e-mail shall not be accepted and summarily be rejected. No applications
after the due date shall be considered for the evaluation.

The document should reach the office of DULB, on or before 11-09-2020
upto 3:00 PM.

Physical Submission shall be addressed to: Attention of: Chief Engineer,
For Director General, Urban Local Bodies, Bay No. 11-14, Sector-4,
Panchkula. Sd/-

Chief Engineer,

Urban Local Bodies Department,
Haryana, Panchkula
cedulb@gmail.com

Ph: 0172-2570119
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Ex SERVIGEMEN CONTRIBUTORY HEALTH SCHEME (ECHS)

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

1. ECHS invites applications to engage following appointments on
contractual basis in Polyclinic Dehradun and Vikasnagar :-

(a) Medical Specialist -01 (Dehradun)

(b) Medical Officer -01 (Dehradun

(c) Laboratory Assistant -01 (Dehradun)

(d) Nursing Assistant -01 (Dehradun)

(e) Dental A/T/H -01 (Vikasnagar)

(f) Driver -01 (Dehradun)
2. For Term & Conditions, Application Form and Remuneration kindly
see website www.echs.gov.in . For further details please contact Stn
HQ Cell (ECHS), Dehradun at Tele No. 0135-2751526. Last date of
receipt of application is 12 Sep 2020 by 12:00 hrs. Intreview will be
conducted on 19 Sep 2020 from 0900hrs onwards at Military Hospital,
Garhi Cantt Dehradun Conference Hall. Candidates to bring their
original certificates / degree, photocopy of testimonials / experience
certificate, attempt certificate as applicable and one PP size
photograph atinterview.

Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.
An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.
ISBT Anand Vihar Delhi-110092
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD, DTIDC
Ltd for the following works through e procurement solution only.

1 NIT No. : 28/DTIDC/2020-21
Tender ID No. 1 2020_DTIDC_193955_1
Name of work : M/o ISBT at Anand Vihar
SH : Providing  housekeeping  and

sanitation services at ISBT Anand
Vihar
: Rs. 5,83,00,046/-
: Rs. 29,15,000/-
: 730 Days
receipt of : 14/09/2020

Estimated Cost
Earnest Money
Time Allowed

Last date of
Tenders

The Tender forms and other detail can be obtained from the website:
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

DIP/Shabdarth/0275/20-21 DTIDC Ltd, ISBT Anand Vihar, Delhi

82615/HRY

Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.
An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.
ISBT Kashmere Gate Delhi-110006
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD, DTIDC Ltd
for the following works through e procurement solution only.

1 NIT No. 1 29/DTIDC/2020-21
Tender ID No. 1 2020_DTIDC_194042_1
Name of work : Comprehensive  maintenance  of
Maharana Pratap ISBT/KG i.e.
mechanized housekeeping, security
services, maintenance of

electromechanical services, AC Plant,
Sewage Treatment Plant, Building
Management System, Water
Treatment Plant, Roof Top Solar Power
Plant, Electrical Sub-Station etc.

: Rs. 53,68,35,361/-

Earnest Money : Rs. 1,07,36,707/-

Time Allowed : 03 Years

Last date of receipt of Tenders : 24/09/2020

Estimated Cost

The Tender forms and other detail can be obtained from the website:
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/ Sa-

Executive Engineer
DTIDC Ltd, ISBT Kashmere Gate, Delhi

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice
Dy. CSTE/C/CW/Northern Railway, DRM office, 2" floor, New Delhi for and on behalf of
the President of India invites open e-tender under Single Packet system from
experienced & established contractors having sufficient experience in similar nature of
work and satisfying minimum eligibility criteria on the prescribed form for the following
work:

DIP/Shabdarth/0274/20-21

"S&T work (Indoor & Outdoor) for Provision of Distributed
Electronic Interlocking at Mundahal Kalan and Garhi stations
alongwith block working and associated telecom work in c/w
new line Rohtak - Maham - Hansi on Delhi Division of Northern
Railway"

Name of work

Approximate

cost of the work Rs. 825.74 Lakhs

Rs.562900/- (Rupees Five Lakh Sixty Two Thousand Nine

Earnest Money hundred only)

Completion
period
Date Time & Place | Tender will be available on www.ireps.gov.in website from
for submission | 07.09.2020 to 11.30 Hrs on 30.09.2020 and will be opened on
and opening of | 30.09.2020 after 11.30 hrs Tender can be uploaded from
tender 16.09.2020 to 11.30 hrs on 30.09.2020 and will be opened on
30.09.2020 after 11.30 hrs.

E-Tender document cost - Nil.
The detailed e-tender notice and document will be available on
Northern Railway web site i.e. on www.ireps.gov.in from
Address from where|07.09.2020 to 11.30 hrs on 30.09.2020, bidders are advised to
tender form can be |electronically register themselves on the above website for
purchased which, they would require to, obtain class Il digital certificate (if
already not obtained) issued by CCA under IT Act-2000. All
other terms and conditions in respect of above tenders are
givenin tender document.

No: 178-Sig/CW/32/95/Pt-1l Dated : 04.09.2020
Serving Customers With A Smile

06 (Six) months

1932/2020

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender Notice No. CE/2020/04,
Date: 03.09.2020 E-Open tender No —
02206455CS to be opened on
25.09.2020 SI.No. 01 Name of the
work with its location: Manufacture
and supply of: 1.0 PSC Sleepers for
Bridge Approach for B.G. 60Kg

P

No: MPM/RFP/2020-21/001

Project.

THE MYSORE PAPER MILLS LTD.

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Selection of a Lessee for Upgradation, Operations & Maintenance of
Plant - Mysore Paper Mills Limited, Bhadravathi

About the Project: Mysore Paper Mills Limited (MPM), a Government of Karnataka
undertaking, engaged in the business of production and sale of different varieties of paper
has a plant at Bhadravathi in Shivamogga District. The plant also has a sugar mill and
captive power plant. MPM now intends to revive the plant by leasing out the operation and
management of the plant. This is proposed to be developed with a private sector participation
basis on a Lease, Upgrade, Operate, Maintain and Transfer Framework (the “Project”).
The scope of work will broadly include upgradation, financing, operating and maintaining the

About the Bidding : MPM has invited Bids through e-procurement platform from interested
eligible Applicants. MPM has adopted a single-stage process for selection of the
bidder. The bidding documents and the Project Information Memorandum may be
downloaded from the E-Procurement Website of the Government of Karnataka (GoK) viz.,
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in w.e.f 02.09.2020. The last date for submission of application

(UIC)/52 Kg rail to RDSO's Drg. No. T-
4088 and T-4089 to T-4097/Latest Alt.
(Qty. — 85 sets). 2.0 PSC Sleepers for
Bridge Approach for B.G. 60Kg (UIC)
rail to RDSO's Drg. No. T-8672 and T-
8673 to T-8680/Latest Alt. (Qty. — 72
sets). 3.0 PSC Sleepers for Bridge
Deck for B.G. 60Kg (UIC) rail to
RDSO's Drg. No. T-4088/Latest Alt.
(Qty. — 1,974 Nos). 4.0 PSC Sleepers
for Bridge Deck for B.G. 60Kg (UIC) rail
to RDSO’s Drg. No. T-8672/Latest Alt.
(Qty. — 4,500 Nos). 5.0 PSC Sleepers
for Level Crossing for B.G. 60Kg (UIC)
rail to RDSO's Drg. No. T-4148/Latest
Alt. (Qty. — 6,264 Nos). 6.0 PSC
Sleepers for Level Crossing for B.G.
60Kg (UIC) rail to RDSO's Drg. No. T-
8671/LatestAlt. (Qty. —2,285Nos). IRS
Spn. T-39-1985 (5th revision Feb'16)
with latest amendment upto 10 days
prior to the date of closing of tender.
Location- Office of Principal Chief
Engineer, East Central Railway,
Hajipur. SI.No. 02 Approx. cost of the

Mysore Paper Mills Limited
No.32, 5 Floor,

D. Devaraj Urs Road

(Race Course Road),

Bengaluru- 560001

Karnataka. Tel: +91 80 22255459
Fax: +91 80 22253478

Email id: cmd@mpm.co.in

is 12.10.2020.
Project Proponent Project Advisor :
Managing Director . Infrastructure Development Corporation

(Karnataka) Limited (iDeCK)

Mr. Divakaran K

9/7, K.C.N.Bhavan, Yamunabai Road,
Madhavnagar Extension, Off Race Course
Road, Bengaluru- 560 001

Tel: +91 80 43448000

Fax: + 91 80 43448001

E-mail id: Divakaran.K@ideck.in

work: Rs. 4,81,17,576.47/- SI.No. 03
Earnest Money to be deposited: Rs.
9,62,360.00/- SI.No. 04 Date & Time
for closing of tender and opening of
tender: 11.30 Hrs on 25.09.2020
SI.No. 05 Website particulars where
complete details of tender can be
seen: Related tender documents can
be seen or downloaded from website :
https://www.ireps.gov.in.

XEN/TSP E.C. Railway, Hajipur
PR/580/HQ/Engg/T/20-21/56

New Delhi
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Producers Guild
slams ‘attacks’
on film industry

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 4

THE PRODUCERS Guild of Indiaon
Friday spoke up against the “re-
lentless attacks on the reputation
of the Indian film industry” across
all media in the aftermath of ac-
tor Sushant Singh Rajput's death.

Ina statement, the Guild said,
“The tragic death of a promising
young star has been used by some
asatool todefameand slander the
film industry and its members. A
picture has been painted of the in-
dustry as a terrible place for out-
siders toaspire to.... This narrative
is salacious enough for the media
to exploit to great effect in order
toboostitsratings, readership and
page views.”

Its stand was supported by
prominent industry personalities
including Vishal Bhardwaj,
Anurag Kashyap, Vikramaditya
Motwane, Farhan Akhtar, Richa
Chadhaand Sonam Kapoor, who
shared the letter on social media.

The Guild, headed by pro-
ducer Siddharth Roy Kapur,
urged the media to “stop fanning
the flames”.

The letter came after actor
Kangana Ranaut asked actors to
take a blood test to prove they
were not on drugs. It raised ob-
jections against projecting the
industry as “a murky den of sub-
stance abuse and criminality”.

Don’t livein Mumbaiifyou Maharashtra: Police return passports
of foreign Tablighi Jamaat members

feelitisn’t safe: Minister

Anil Deshmukh targets Kangana Ranaut for ‘POK’ statement

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 4

ACTOR KANGANA Ranaut’s
statement comparing Mumbai
to Pakistan occupied Kashmir
(PoK) drew her the ire of Maha
Vikas Aghadi leaders, including
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh,
who advised her not to live in
Mumbaiif she feels unsafe in the
city. While the BJP has backed the
actor, the party’s state unit dis-
tanced itself from her statement.

“Sanjay Raut Shiv Sena leader
has given me an open threatand
asked me not to come back to
Mumbai, after Aazadi graffitis in
Mumbai streets and now open
threats, why Mumbai is feeling
like  Pakistan  occupied
Kashmir?,” Ranaut tweeted on
September 3. The actor also
tweeted she did not trust
Mumbai Police and felt unsafe.

Ranaut had been in news for
her controversial statements on
the Mumbai Police’s handling of
the Sushant Singh Rajput death
case. She had also said that many
A-listers in Bollywood consume
illegal drugs.

Deshmukh said Friday those
who did not feel that the city was

Maharashtra
Home
Minister Anil
Deshmukh

safe for them had noright to live
Mumbai orin Maharashtra. “Itis
ridiculous for an actor to make
such a statement. Mumbai and
entire Maharashtra is safein the
hands of the police. And those
who feel Mumbai or
Mabharashtrais not safe for them,
they have no right to live in
Mumbai or Maharashtra,”
Deshmukh told mediapersons.
Raut, who was accused by
Ranaut of intimidation, said the
home ministry needed to take
action against all those who
were defaming the state. He also
hit out at the BJP. “Any political
party that is backing someone
calling Mumbai PoK does not
have any right to seek votes in
Mumbaiand Maharashtra,” Raut
said. The Sena leadership at-
tacked Ranaut stating she was
partofalarger plan to disturb the
harmony in the state. The
women'’s wing of Sena protested
against the actor’s remarks in
Dadar and other parts of

BJP has backed the
actor, but its state unit
distanced itself from
her statement

Mumbai, Thane and Nashik.

“It has been more than 15
days that the CBI had taken over
the investigation (into Sushant's
death) but Ranaut has neither
sought any protection from CBI
nor handed over information to
it. She is putting out tweets only
todisturb the atmosphere,” Sena
leader and Transport Minister
Anil Parab said.

He underlined the state gov-
ernment has signed MoUs
worth Rs 16,000 crore during the
lockdown. “It means investors
want to set up industries in the
state. Is there a conspiracy to dis-
courage them from coming to
Maharashtra by vitiating the at-
mosphere in Mumbai and the
state? Mumbai's financial serv-
ice centre and other offices have
been shifted to Gujarat. By cre-
ating such an atmosphere, is a
conspiracy being hatched to shift
Mumbai’s Bollywood to some-
where else?” he asked.

Ayodhya mosque to be exact size of Babri: Trust

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 4

THE INDO-ISLAMIC Cultural
Foundation, formed by UP Sunni
Wagf Board to build a mosque
and other public utilities on the
five-acre plot allotted to it in
Ayodhya’s Dhannipur vilage, on
Friday said that they have
planned to build a mosque that
would be the exact size of the
Babri Masjid.

“We have decided that the
mosque, including its inner
courtyard, will be exactly 15,000
square ft, which was the size of
the Babri masjid whenit was de-
molished in 1992,” said Trust

spokesperson and secretary
Athar Hussain.

“We are working to make the
hospital like a private facility in
terms of services and efficiency
and like a government facility in
terms of expenses for people.
Because of the pandemic, the
thought of building a hospital
came to us. We would like the
hospital to have a centre for
heart patients, and also one for
treatment of cancer patients
where chemotherapy can be
done...” said Hussain.

“We have given the inputs re-
garding requirements for the
hospital to our architect,
Professor S M Akhtar,” added
Hussain. On Tuesday, the Trust

had announced that the dean of
Jamia Millia Islamia’s architec-
ture department, Prof S M
Akhtar, will design the mosque
and its surrounding complex.

Hussain said Akhtar has sent
his inputs regarding the design of
the buildings at the site in
Dhannipur village. “There is a
shrine in the middle of the five-
acres plot. The shrine and the way
leading up toitis right in the cen-
tre of the five acresland is splitting
the land. So, Mr Akhtar has said a
few difficulties may be faced inthe
construction... Themosque hasa
rule thatit must face the west (fac-
ing towards Kaaba sharif). That is
anotherissue in the construction,”
said Hussain.

He added that the architect
said that he would be sending a
team for taking measurements
of the land again. “Due to tech-
nical reasons, he wants to get the
land measured again by a team
sent by him. He is not content
with the measurements sent by
us,” said Hussain.

Hussain informed that the
Trust has written to retired JNU
professor Pushpesh Pant, re-
questing him to curate the mu-
seum. “We will be calling it an
archive. We have invited
Professor Pant to curate the
archive where the focus will be
on food, since we feel that food
reflects the true confluence of the
Indo-Islamic culture,” he said.

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 4

THE AHMEDNAGAR police has
returned the impounded pass-
ports of 29 foreign nationals who
were part of the Tablighi Jamaat.
Alocal courtin Ahmednagar had
served a showcause notice to the
police earlier this week for refus-
ing to return the passports de-
spite aBombay High Court order.

The Aurangabad bench of the
Bombay High Court had last
month quashed FIRs against the
29 foreign nationals and asked
the police to return their pass-
ports.

Three separate FIRs were filed
in three talukas against the 29
foreign nationals from countries

including Ivory Coast, Ghana,
Tanzania, Iran, Djibouti and
Brunei. While two police stations
in Ahmednagar had refused to
return the passports, one police
station handed over the pass-
ports on August 28, only to ask
them to return them the next
day. The men had then ap-
proached alocal court seeking re-
turn of their passports and visa
documents to enable their return
journeys.

Late Thursday, officials from
the police stations called the men
and asked them to collect their
documents. The police have also
withdrawn an appeal filed before
asessions court against the lower
court’s order.

On August 21, Justices TV
Nalawade and M G Sewlikar had

quashed the FIRs stating that
there was no evidence that they
had violated visa rules or lock-
down during the pandemic and
that they were made ‘scape-
goats’. The state government had
soughta stay on the order stating
that it has to take a decision on
whether to challenge the order,
but it was refused by the court.
Based on the order, the men had
filed a plea before a court in
Ahmednagar for return of their
passports.

“After their passports were
returned, the embassies have be-
gun facilitating the process of
their return,” said lawyer Mazhar
Jahagirder. He added that the
men, who were living in private
accommodationin Ahmednagar,
have returned to Mumbai and

To mark PM’s birthday, Haryana
BJP plans three-week celebrations

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 4

HARYANA BJP has planned a
nearly 3-week-long celebrations
and event to mark the 70th
birthday of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that falls on
September 17.

The celebrations that will be-
gin September 14 and culminate
on October 2 will see be marked
by distribution of carry bags
made of cloth in urban areas as
part of BJP’s anti-plastic cam-
paign, holding blood donation

Fq State BJP
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camps, free eye

check-up camps, spectacle dis-
tribution, and plasma donation
among others.

Sharing the details, state BJP
chief Om Prakash Dhankar said
that party’s priority during the
celebrations will be “public wel-
fare”.

“We will be giving a lot of
emphasis on environment pro-
tection. We will be appealing to
people not to use plastic bags
and instead use cloth bags.
Subsequent to this, eye-checkup
camps will be organised in all
the 90 assembly segments.
Blood donation camps will be
organised in each district and
people who have recovered
from coronavirus infection will
also be requested to donate
plasma. At least 70 persons will
be donating blood at each camp
to mark PM’s 70th birthday,”
Dhankar said.

Delhi to expedite their return.

The men, most of them small
traders, came to India in February
and March and were arrested by
the Ahmednagar police on April
17.They were released on bail on
June 17 after two months in jail.
So far,in Maharashtra, two groups
in Vashi and Mumbra have been
discharged of all charges. A group
of 10 Indonesian nationals
booked in Nanded were dis-
charged under the Foreigners Act,
while they pleaded guilty to other
charges and were permitted to
leave the country after a paying
fine of Rs 1,500 each.

In Mumbai, the Bandra police
has dropped charges under
Section 307 (attempt to murder)
and 304 (2) (culpable homicide)
of the IPC against 12 foreigners.

Man kills friend
over Rs 3,000 in
Mumbai

Mumbai: A 19-year-old manwas
arrested Friday for allegedly
stabbing his friend to death at
Antop Hill area following a dis-
pute over money, police said.

The accused, Sabir Shaikh,
had got into an argument with
his friend Naki Khan (19) outside
abankat Antop Hill around 8 pm
on Thursday, police said. Naki
was toreturn Sabir Rs 3,000, but
had been delaying the payment
for several days, they said.

Sabir allegedly stabbed Naki
and fled. The victim was de-
clared dead upon arrival ata hos-
pital. ENS
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INDIAN RAILWAY FACILITATES THE CANDIDATES APPEARING
IN NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY AND NAVAL ACADEMY EXAMS
EXAM SPECIAL TRAINS
It is notified for the information of all concerned that following trains will be run by
Northern Railway on the dates shown against each to facilitate the candidates
appearing in National Defence Academy and Naval Academy Exams:-
Station From Station to Date of Stoppages
run
04602 | Pathankot Jn 23:00 | Chandigarh 04:45 | 05.09.2020 Jalandhar Cantt. - Ludhiana Jn -
04601 | Chandigarh 23:00 | Pathankot Jn 04:45 | 06.09.2020 Sahibzada Ajitsingh Nagar (Mohali)
04604 | Gurdaspur 22:00 | Chandigarh 05:15 | 05.09.2020 Anmritsar - Jalandhar City -
04603 | Chandigarh 22:00 | Gurdaspur 05:25 | 06.09.2020 | Ludhiana Jn - Sahibzada Ajitsingh Nagar (Mohali)
04001 | Delhi 23:30 | Chandigarh 04:15 | 05.09.2020 Sonipat - Panipat - Karnal -
04002 | Chandigarh 23:30 | Delhi 04:30 | 06.09.2020 Kurukshetra Jn - Ambala Cantt. Jn
04502 | Una Himachal 04:00 | Chandigarh 07:00 | 06.09.2020 Roop Nagar -
04501 | Chandigarh 21:00 | Una Himachal 23:45 | 06.09.2020 Sahibzada Ajitsingh Nagar (Mohali)
04606 | Faridkot 22:30 | Chandigarh 05:00 | 05.09.2020 Bhatinda Jn - Barnala -
04605 | Chandigarh 22:30 | Faridkot 05:15 | 06.09.2020 Patiala - Ambala Cantt. Jn
04608 | Fazilka Jn 23:00 | Chandigarh 06:00 | 05.09.2020 Firozpur Cantt Jn - Moga -
04607 | Chandigarh 21:30 | Fazilka Jn 04:30 | 06.09.2020 | Ludhiana Jn - Sahibzada Ajitsingh Nagar (Mohali)
04503 | Saharanpur 04:45 | Chandigarh 06:55 | 06.09.2020 Yamunanagar Jagadhri -
04504 | Chandigarh 21:05 | Saharanpur 23:30 | 06.09.2020 Ambala Cantt. Jn
04003 | Bhiwani 23:00 | Chandigarh 06:15 | 05.09.2020 Rohtak Jn - Jind - Narwana Jn -
04004 | Chandigarh 21:55 | Bhiwani 05:15 | 06.09.2020 Kaithal - Kurukshetra Jn - Ambala Cantt. Jn
04005 | Sirsa 23:00 | Chandigarh 06:40 | 05.09.2020 Hisar - Sangrur - Dhuri Jn - Ludhiana Jn -
04006 | Chandigarh 23:45 | Sirsa 08:00 | 06.09.2020 Sahibzada Ajitsingh Nagar (Mohali)
04007 | Delhi 23:00 | Dehradun 07:00 | 05.09.2020 Delhi Shahdara - Baghpat Road - Shamli -
04008 | Dehradun 23:00 | Delhi 06:40 | 06.09.2020 Saharanpur - Roorkee - Haridwar Jn
04011 | Delhi 22:00 | Dehradun 06:00 | 05.09.2020 Delhi Shahdara - Ghaziabad - Meerut -
04012 | Dehradun 22:00 | Delhi 05:45 | 06.09.2020 | Muzaffarnagar-Saharanpur-Roorkee-Haridwar Jn
04301 | Moradabad 23:00 | Dehradun 06:30 | 05.09.2020 Amroha - Gajraula Jn - Bijnor -
04302 | Dehradun 21:30 | Moradabad 04:30 | 06.09.2020 Muazzampur Narain Jn. - Haridwar Jn
04013 | Mathura Jn 05:00 | H. Nizamuddin 07:00 | 06.09.2020 Palwal -
04014 | H. Nizamuddin 21:00 | Mathura Jn 23:15 | 06.09.2020 Faridabad
04016 | Hisar 00:30 | Delhi 04:30 | 06.09.2020 Hansi - Bhiwani - Rohtak Jn -
04015 | Delhi 18:00 | Hisar 22:00 | 06.09.2020 Bahadurgarh - Shakurbasti
04018 Jind_ 04:00 D_elhi 06:30 | 06.09.2020 Rohtak Jn
04017 | Delhi 20:30 | Jind 23:00 | 06.09.2020
04020 | Karnal 04:00 | New Delhi 06:25 | 06.09.2020 Panipat Jn -
04019 | New Delhi 20:00 | Karnal 22:30 | 06.09.2020 Sonepat
04304 | Bulandshahar 04:15 | Delhi 07:00 | 06.09.2020 Hapur - Ghaziabad -
04303 | Delhi 20:00 | Bulandshahar 22:45 | 06.09.2020 Delhi Shahdara
04022 | Rewari 04:00 | Delhi Sarai Rohilla 05:45 | 06.09.2020 Gurgaon -
04021 | Delhi Sarai Rohilla | 20:00 | Rewari 21:40 | 06.09.2020 Delhi Cantt
04201 | Lucknow 20:00 | New Delhi 05:00 | 05.09.2020 | Unnao Jn - Kanpur Central - Etawah - Firozabad -
04202 | New Delhi 20:50 | Lucknow 05:15 | 06.09.2020 Hathras Jn - Aligarh Jn - Dadri - Ghaziabad
04203 | Lucknow 19:00 | Delhi 05:00 | 05.09.2020 Hardoi - Shahjehanpur - Bareilly -
04204 | Delhi 19:50 | Lucknow 05:30 | 06.09.2020 Moradabad - Amroha - Ghaziabad
04609 | Gurdaspur 04:00 | Jammu Tawi 07:20 | 06.09.2020 Pathankot Jn - Kathua -
04610 | Jammu Tawi 19:00 | Gurdaspur 22:15 | 06.09.2020 Samba
04506 | Saharanpur 04:00 | Delhi 07:30 | 06.09.2020 Muzaffarnagar - Meerut City Jn -
04505 | Delhi 19:00 | Saharanpur 22:45 | 06.09.2020 Ghaziabad - Delhi Shahdara
04024 | Shamli 05:00 | Delhi 07:15 | 06.09.2020 Baghpat Road -
04023 | Delhi 19:30 | Shamli 21:45 | 06.09.2020 Delhi Shahdara
04507 | Solan 04:30 | Shimla 07:10 | 06.09.2020 |
04508 | Shimla 18:30 | Solan 21:10 | 06.09.2020
04612 | ShriMata Vaishno Devi Katra| 05:10 | Jammu Tawi 06:45 | 06.09.2020 Udhampur
04611 | Jammu Tawi 19:00 | Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra | 20:40 | 06.09.2020
04613 Ba.ramula 05:30 | Srinagar 06:40 | 06.09.2020 B
04614 | Srinagar 18:30 | Baramula 19:50 | 06.09.2020
04615 | Banihal 05:00 | Srinagar 06:45 | 06.09.2020
04616 | Srinagar 18:30 | Banihal 20:00 | 06.09.2020 Anantnag
04305 | Bulandshahar 17:00 | Bareilly 22:30 | 05.09.2020 Hapur - Amroha -
04306 | Bareilly 19:00 | Bulandshahar 23:45 | 06.09.2020 Moradabad - Rampur
04205 | Varanasi 16:00 | Lucknow 23:00 | 05.09.2020 Jaunpur Jn - Ayodhya -
04206 | Lucknow 18:50 | Varanasi 03:00 | 06.09.2020 Faizabad Jn - Barabanki Jn
04207 | Varanasi 16:30 | Lucknow 22:35 | 05.09.2020 Partapgarh Jn -
04208 | Lucknow 20:00 | Varanasi 03:00 | 06.09.2020 Amethi - Rae Bareli Jn
04209 | Sultanpur Jn 19:00 | Lucknow 21:45 | 05.09.2020 Nihalgarh
04210 | Lucknow 19:30 | Sultanpur Jn 22:45 | 06.09.2020
@ For any kind of information passengers are requested to contact Railway Enquiry No. 139 or visit
Indian Railways website www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in
Integrated Helpline | Security Helpline [JRSEIAELLES NORTHERN RAILWAY
No. 139 No. 182 ﬁ E‘j iﬂ] g Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

New Delhi
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

C#VID-19 VACCINE TRACKER

PFIZER HAS said it would seek emer-
gency-use authorisation for its coron-
avirus vaccine from the US Food and
Drug Administration, once it was es-
tablished that the vaccine was indeed
effective. The company said this could
happen as early as the end

of next month, and it in-

tended toapply for an emer-

gency licence immediately

after that, according to a re-

port in The New York Times.

Pfizer’s vaccine, being
developed in collaboration with
German partner BioNTech, is cur-
rently undergoing phase-3 clinical tri-
als. Its chief executive Albert Bourla
said about 23,000 volunteers were
enrolled for phase-3 trials, and many
were administered the second
booster dose as well. He said the com-
pany would know “in October time
frame” how effective the vaccine had

Pfizer says will know about
vaccine effectiveness by Oct

The FDA has indicated that it
would be open to considering appli-
cations for emergency use authorisa-
tion for coronavirus vaccines, even if
phase-3 clinical trials have not been
completed. Pfizer is the first vaccine

few days, it has become evident that
a vaccine would be made available
this year itself. Before this, the most
optimistic timeline being talked about
was early next year.

Butthe US Presidential electionson
November 3 could playingits partin ex-
pediting the vaccine developmenteven
further. President Donald Trump has
repeatedly said the vaccine could in-

developer to explicitly state
that it intended to seek
emergency approval.
Pfizer’s statement is ex-
pected to further heat upan
already crazy race for a coro-
navirus vaccine. In the last
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OBESITY CAN make it
more difficult to fight a
Covid-19 infection, ac-
cording to a manuscript
published in Endocrin-
ology, the journal of the
international medical or-
ganisation Endocrine
Society. It says obesity
can cause a hyperactive
immune system re-
sponse to Covid-19 infec-

been on the volunteers. deed be made available this year itself.
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How obesity impairs body’s
ability to fight Covid infection
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updated at 11 pmon Sept 4

the gaps in our under-
standing of how chronic
health conditions affect
our immune responses
to acute infection,” the
study’s corresponding
author, Durga Singer of
the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor,
said in a statement.
“Recent evidence has
highlighted how one

tion, which makes it dif-
ficult to fight off the virus.

Obesity is known to lead to prob-
lems like heart disease and diabetes,
and also to influence the immune sys-
tem in many ways. For example, obe-
sity causes a chronic activation of some
parts of the immune system. When
someone with this pre-existing con-
dition is faced with an infection, this
could lead to the immune system be-
coming hyperactive — in a detrimen-
tal way that does not fight infection.

"The Covid-19 pandemic has made
us aware of the complex interactions
of obesity with infectious diseases, and

tem, the macrophage, may be a cul-
pritindriving severe Covid-19 disease.
Our manuscript focuses on what is al-
ready known about the interaction of
obesity, macrophages and other in-
fections like influenza. These findings
highlight the importance of under-
standing how obesity might interact
with new drugs or vaccines that are
developed for Covid-19,” Singer said.
The paper describes immune re-
sponses caused by obesity that drive or-
ganinjury in severe Covid-19infection,
and impair ability to fight the virus.

part of the immune sys-

Source: Endocrine Society

Project Dolphin: whyit isimportant to save ad

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

IN HIS Independence Day Speech this year,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced
the government’s plan to launch a Project
Dolphin. The proposed project is aimed at
saving both river and marine dolphins.

What will Project Dolphin do?

Modi said in his speech that Project
Dolphin will be on the lines of Project Tiger,
which has helped increase the tiger popu-
lation. Such an initiative got in-principle ap-
proval in December last year itself, at the
first meeting of the National Ganga Council
(NGC), headed by the Prime Minister.
“Special Conservation program needs to be
taken up for Gangetic Dolphin which is na-
tional aquatic animal and also indicator
species for the river Ganga spread over sev-
eral states,” state the minutes of meeting.

So far, the National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG), whichimplements the gov-
ernment’s flagship scheme Namami Gange,
has been taking some initiatives for saving

dolphins. Now, Project Dolphin is expected
to be implemented by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

What is the Gangetic dolphin?

The Gangetic river system is home to a
vast variety of aquatic life, including the
Gangetic dolphin (Platanista gangetica). The
Gangetic dolphinis one of five species of river
dolphin found around the world. It is found
mainly in the Indian subcontinent, particu-
larly in Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna and
Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems.

The Conservation Action Plan for the
Ganges River Dolphin, 2010-2020, describes
male dolphins as being about 2-2.2 metres
long and females as a little longer at 2.4-2.6
m. An adult dolphin could weigh between
70kg and 90 kg. The breeding season of the
Gangetic dolphin extends from January to
June. They feed on several species of fishes,
invertebrates etc.

Why is it important to save dolphins?
There was a time when Gangetic dol-

phins could be spotted in the Ganga at sev-

eral places, from its delta in the Bay of

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

What counts as ‘Act of God’?

Amid disruptions caused by Covid-19, the Finance Minister has referred to an Act of God while businesses
are looking at a legal provision, force majeure, to cut losses. How does it work, and when can it be invoked?

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

THE COVID-19 pandemic and the lockdown
imposed across the globe to contain the
spread of the virus has resulted in major dis-
ruptions in economic activity. Businesses are
looking towards a legal provision — the force
majeure or “Act of God” clause that has its ori-
gins in the Napoleonic Code — to cut losses.

This week, attributing the shortfall in
GST collections to disruptions due to Covid-
19, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said the economy is facing an Act-of-God-
like situation.

On February 19, The Finance Ministry had
issued an office memorandum inviting atten-
tion to the force majeure clause (FMC) in the
2017 Manual for Procurement of Goods issued
by the Department of Expenditure clarifying
that the pandemic “should be considered a
case of natural calamity and FMC may be in-
voked, wherever considered appropriate”.

What is a force majeure clause?

The law of contracts is built around a fun-
damental norm that the parties must per-
form the contract. When a party fails to per-
form its part of the contract, the loss to the
other party is made good. However, the law
carves out exceptions when performance of
the contract becomes impossible to the par-
ties. A force majeure clause is one such ex-
ception that releases the party of its obliga-
tions to an extent when events beyond their
control take place and leave them unable to
perform their part of the contract.

FMC is a clause that is present in most
commercial contracts and is a carefully
drafted legal arrangement in the event of a
crisis. When the clause is triggered, parties
can decide to break from their obligations
temporarily or permanently without neces-
sarily breaching the contract. Companies in
such situations use the clause as a safe exit
route, sometimes in opportunistic ways,
without having to incur the penalty of
breaching the contract.

Generally, an “Act of God” is understood
to include only natural unforeseen circum-
stances, whereas force majeure is wider in
its ambit and includes both naturally occur-
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In April, the Bombay High Court did not accept the force majeure argument that
had cited the lockdown for failure to fulfil a contract. Partha Paul

ring events and events that occur due to hu-
man intervention. However, both concepts
elicit the same consequences in law.

What situations legally qualify for use of
force majeure?

While some contracts have clauses with
standard circumstances, some contracts
would have specific circumstances that are
more focused. For example, a shipping con-
tract would have a force majeure clause that
could cover natural disaster like tsunami.

War, riots, natural disasters or acts of God,
strikes, introduction of new government pol-
icy imposing an embargo, boycotts, outbreak
of epidemics and such situations are gener-
ally listed. If an event is not described, then it
isinterpreted in a way thatit falls in the same
category of events that are described.

A force majeure clause is negotiated by
parties, and events that could potentially
hamper the performance of the contract are
catalogued. Itis not invoked just by express-
ing that an unforeseen event has occurred.

Incase a contractdoes not have a force ma-
jeure clause, there are some protections in co-
mmon law that can be invoked by parties. For
example, the Indian Contract Act, 1872 prov-
idesthata contract becomes void if it becomes

impossible due to an event after the contract
was signed that the party could not prevent.

What happens when a force majeure
clause is triggered?

If a party to a contract believes that the
other party has invoked the force majeure
clause inan unjustified situation, it can move
court seeking performance of the contract.

Courts read the wording of the clause
closely to allocate risks between the parties.
Court rulings have established that force ma-
jeure cannot be invoked when performance of
the contract has become difficult, but only
when it has become impossible. It looks into
whether the party arguing impossibility of
performance has tried all other avenues to ful-
filits liabilities before invoking force majeure.

For example,ina 2017 case, the Supreme
Court cited a 1961 House of Lords decision
that ruled that the closure of Suez Canal, al-
though unforeseen, had not rendered a con-
tract to ship goods from Africa impossible
since alonger route around the Cape of Good
Hope existed.

Vaguely indicating that the pandemic
failed the contract would face a legal chal-
lenge. The court would look into specifics like
whether alockdown imposed to contain the

pandemic locally prevented performance of
the contract.

The court would also look into how un-
foreseen the cited circumstance really is when
catalogued in the contract specifically. Global
contracts signed after the initial outbreak in
Wuhan could fail scrutiny if the contracts do
not take into account viral pandemics.

In April this year, the Bombay High Court
did not accept the force majeure argument
in a case where the petitioner argued that
Covid-19-related lockdowns had frustrated
a contract for supply of steel. Although the
decision factored in other arguments, the
vague construction of the pandemic reason
did not cut ice with the court.

Are there other global precedents dealing
with pandemics and force majeure?

In China, where the Covid-19 outbreak
originated, the Council for Promotion of
International Trade is issuing force majeure
certificates to businesses. China’s Supreme
People’s Court had recognised the 2002 SARS
outbreak as a force majeure event.

Singapore enacted the Covid-19
(Temporary Measures) Act in April to provide
relief to businesses that could not perform their
contractual obligations due to the pandemic.

The Paris Commercial Courtin July ruled
that the pandemic could be equated to a
force majeure event.

In the UK, the Financial Conduct
Authority has brought in a test case before
the High Court to look into business insur-
ance contracts and interpret the standard
wordings in such contracts. The ruling, which
is now reserved by the court, will be binding
oninsurers and will provide a framework to
interpret similar contracts in court cases in
Scotland and Northern Ireland.

The International Chamber of Commerce
has developed a Model Code on the force
majeure clause reflecting current interna-
tional practice. The Code states that the im-
pediment triggering the operation of the
force majeure clause must be beyond the
party’s reasonable control; and that it could
not reasonably have been foreseen at the
time of the conclusion of the contract; and
that the effects of the impediment could not
reasonably have been avoided or overcome
by the affected party.

Reading Russian vaccine trial results

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 4

THE MUCH-CRITICISED Russian vaccine for
novel coronavirus was found to be safe and
also triggered a “strong” immune response,
according to results of phase-1 and phase-2
clinical trials published in The Lancet.

The vaccine is the first in the world to be
authorised for general use. It was approved
by the Russian government on August 11,
without phase-3 trials, triggering global crit-
icism. Phase-1 and phase-2 trials were com-
pleted in less than two months and, it now
emerges, were done on only 76 people.

What is the vaccine?

The vaccine, developed by Moscow’s
Gamaleya Institute, uses two adenoviruses
to inject the genetic material of the novel
coronavirus into humans in order to trigger
an immune response. Adenoviruses, which
cause a range of respiratory diseases in hu-
man beings, are used as carriers to deliver
several existing drugs and vaccines for other
diseases as well, after being stripped of their
ability to replicate.

Gangetic dolphin (Platanista gangetica).
Rahim Shaikh/Wildlife Institute of India

Bengal to upstream in the Himalayan
foothills. It was also found in the Ganga’s
tributaries. Some experts have reported that
during the 19th century, dolphins were seen
in the Yamuna up to as far as Delhi.
However, the construction of dams and bar-
rages, and increasing pollution have led to
a decline in the population of aquatic ani-
mals in the rivers in general and of dolphins
in particular.

Aquatic life is an indicator of the health

What were the trials for which results
have been reported?

The vaccine developers carried out two
separate studies, both involving phase-1 and
phase-2, at two hospitals in Moscow. The 76
participants included 38 at either location.

Two variants of the vaccine were used,
using different adenoviruses. In phase-1 of
each study, nine people were injected with
one formulation, and nine with the other. In
phase-2 of both studies, 20 participants were
given shots of both formulations.

Lead author Denis Logunov of Gamaleya
Institute explained why two formulations
were used. “To form a powerful immune re-
sponse against SARS-CoV-2, it is important
that a booster vaccination is provided.
However, booster vaccinations that use the
same adenovirus vector might not produce
an effective response because the immune
system may recognise and attack the vector
(carrier). This would block the vaccine from
entering people’s cells and teaching the body
to recognise and attack SARS-Cov2. For our
vaccine, we use two different adenovirus
vectors in a bid to avoid the immune system
from become immune to the vector,”
Logunov said.

of river ecosystems. As the Gangetic dolphin
is at the top of the food chain, protecting the
species and its habitat will ensure conserva-
tion of aquatic lives of the river.

Have other governments used aquatic
life as an indicator of the health of a
river system?

Globally, there have been such exam-
ples. For instance, the Rhine Action Plan
(1987) of the International Commission for
the Protection of the Rhine (ICPR) — repre-
senting Switzerland, France, Germany,
Luxemburg and the Netherlands — brought
back the salmon. The return of the migra-
tory fishis taken as an indicator of the river’s
improved health.

Salmon used to migrate from the North
Sea to the Rhine every year and reproduce,
but this stopped when pollution increased
in the river. After a chemical accident in
1986 that caused the death of fish and mi-
croorganisms, the Action Plan was launch-
ed. This led to improvement in the quality of
the river water, and the salmons began to
return.

“While the salmon was considered lost

What were the results?

The published findings say “both vaccine
formulations were safe and well tolerated”.
The participants did complain of some side
effects but these were not serious. “The most
common adverse events were pain at injec-
tion site (58 per cent of participants), hyper-
thermia (or high temperature in 50 per cent
of participants), headache (42 per cent), as-
thenia (or lack of energy, 28 per cent), and
muscle and joint pain (24 per cent). Most ad-
verse events were mild and no serious ad-
verse events were detected,” the study says.

In addition, all participants were found
to have produced antibodies to coronavirus,
which shows that the vaccine was able to
trigger an immune response.

How significant are these findings?

The results show that the vaccine is at
least safe to be used and does not harm the
person. However, the relatively small num-
ber of volunteers who participated, and the
short duration of follow-up (42 days) might
not satisfy all the experts.

In the absence of phase-3 trials, questions
over the effectiveness of the vaccine remain.
In phase-3, a vaccine candidate is tried on

several hundred volunteers in real-life situ-
ations, outside of laboratory conditions, to
assess whether the immune response gener-
ated is able to effectively fight the disease.
The participants are usually followed for sev-
eral months to study the impact of the vac-
cine on their ability to thwart the disease.

Following the criticism, Russia had said
it would conduct phase-3 trials as well, and
that the August 11 authorisation was only
“conditional”. Phase-3 trials are planned to
start soon in several countries. The develop-
ers had earlier planned to test the vaccine on
2,000 volunteers in phase-3, but later said
they would enrol 40,000.

How are other major vaccine candidates
progressing?

There are three other leading vaccine can-
didates, developed by Pfizer, Oxford
University in collaboration with AstraZeneca,
and Moderna. All three are currently under-
going phase-3 trials.

Atleast two Chinese vaccines too have been
approved without phase-3 trials, and these
twoalso plan to start the final stage trials soon.
Besides, close to 30 other vaccine candidates
are currently in phase-1 and phase-2 trials.

eclining river species

inthe Rhine in 1958, today several hundred
salmon from the North Sea return to the ac-
cessible tributaries of the Rhine every year
and reproduce naturally there,” says
Assessment Rhine 2020, and ICPR report.

How many Gangetic dolphins remain?
While no exact count is available, vari-
ous estimates suggest that the Gangetic dol-
phin population in India could be about
2,500-3,000. However, Minister of State for
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Babul Supriyo had told Lok Sabha last year
that there were about 1,272 dolphins in
Uttar Pradesh and 962 in Assam.
Increasing pollution in the Ganga has
brought down the number over the years.

What has been done to save Gangetic
dolphins so far?

Although efforts to save them were
started in the mid-1980s, but the estimates
suggest the numbers have not risen as a re-
sult. The Gangetic dolphin remains listed as
endangered by the International Union for
the Conservation of Nature.

WILDLIFE ACT PROTECTION: After

New Delhi

the launch of Ganga Action Plan in 1985, the
government on November 24, 1986 in-
cluded Gangetic dolphins in the First
Schedule of the Indian Wildlife (Protection),
Act 1972. This was aimed at checking hunt-
ing and providing conservation facilities
such as wildlife sanctuaries. For instance,
Vikramshila Ganges Dolphin Sanctuary was
established in Bihar under this Act.

CONSERVATION PLAN: The govern-
ment also prepared The Conservation
Action Plan for the Ganges River Dolphin
2010-2020, which “identified threats to
Gangetic Dolphins and impact of river traf-
fic, irrigation canals and depletion of prey-
base on Dolphins populations”.

NATIONAL AQUATIC ANIMAL: On
October 5, 20009, the then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, while chairing the
maiden meeting of the National Ganga
River Basin Authority, declared the Gangetic
river dolphin as the national aquatic animal.
Anotification was issued by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests the following year.
Now, the National Mission for Clean Ganga
celebrates October 5 as National Ganga
River Dolphin Day.
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MEANWHILE

“THE GODFATHER: PART IIT” TO BE RE-EDITED

‘The Godfather: Part IIT" has not received the kind of acclaim that the other two films in
the celebrated ‘Godfather’ franchise have, but director Francis Ford Coppola hopes to
change that by re-editing the 1990 film for a theatrical release later this year.
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WORLD

Alexei Navalny

RUSSIA

Moscow presses
Germany for
more detailon

Navalnyillness

The Kremlinsaid on Friday
that it wanted dialogue
with Germany over the
case of opposition politi-
cian Alexei Navalny and
that Russian doctors who
treated him initially were
much more transparent
than the German doctors
treating him  now.
Germany, where Navalny
is in hospital, has said he
was poisoned with a
Novichok nerve agent and
wants the perpetrators
held toaccount.Russiahas
until now not opened a
criminal investigation and
said thereis noevidence of
crime. Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said
Moscow wanted to find
out from Germany what
exact substance caused
Navalny tofallill. REUTERS

PAKISTAN
Imran’s top aide
quits after graft

allegations

PAKISTAN PRIME
Minister Imran Khan’s
top aide Lt Gen (retd)
Asim Saleem Bajwa re-
signed on Friday after al-
legations that he used his
offices to help family set
up several off-shore busi-
nesses. Former Pakistan
Army spokesman Bajwa
rejected the allegations
against him and resigned
as special assistant to the
PM on information and
broadcasting. However,
he would continue work-
ing as chairman of the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor Authority. PTI

ISRAEL
Dronedrops
cannabisonTel

Aviv mainsquare

A DRONE dropped pack-
ets of what looked like
cannabis over a main
square in Tel Aviv on
Thursday after activists
seeking to legalise the
drug in Israel promised
free weed from the air on
social media. Police said
they arrested two men
who operated the quad-
copter that flew over
Rabin Square, a site often
used for street protests
and political rallies. “The
time has come,” the Green
Drone pro-legalisation
group said onits Telegram
web messaging channel.
“Isitabird? Is it a plane?
No, it’s the Green Drone
sending you free cannabis
from the skies.” REUTERS

Widespread
vaccination not
expected until
mid-2021: WHO
STEPHANIE NEBEHAY

& EMMAFARGE
GENEVA,SEPTEMBER 4

THE WORLD Health
Organisation does not expect
widespread vaccinations against
Covid-19 until the middle of next
year, a spokeswoman said on
Friday, stressing the importance
of rigorous checks on their effec-
tiveness and safety.

None of the candidate vaccines
inadvanced clinical trialssofar has
demonstrated a“clear signal” of ef-
ficacy at the level of at least 50%
sought by the WHO, spokes-
woman Margaret Harris said.

Russia granted regulatory ap-
proval to a Covid-19 vaccine in
August after less than two months
of human testing, prompting
some Western experts to question
its safety and efficacy.

US public health officials and
Pfizer Inc said on Thursday a vac-
cine could be ready for distribu-
tionas soon as late October. That
would be just ahead of the US
election on Nov. 3 in which the
pandemic is likely to be a major
factor among voters deciding
whether President Donald
Trump wins a second term.

“We are really not expecting to
see widespread vaccination until
the middle of next year,” Harris
told a UN briefing in Geneva.

“This phase 3 must take
longer because we need to see
how truly protective the vaccine
is and we also need to see how
safeitis,” she added. This referred
to the phase in vaccine research
where large clinical trialsamong
people are conducted. Harris did
not refer to any specific vaccine
candidate. REUTERS

Rescue team members search through the rubble in Beirut on Friday. Reuters

Rescuers sift Beirut rubble amid
signs of life a month after blast

HUSSEIN MALLA
BEIRUT, SEPTEMBER 4

RESCUE WORKERS used cranes,
shovels and their bare hands in
search operations that resumed
early Friday in the rubble of a
building that collapsed last month
inBeirut's catastrophic explosion,
hoping to find a survivor after a
pulsing signal was detected.

The search was taking place
exactly amonth since the massive
blast that killed and wounded
thousands of people and trauma-
tised a country that had already
been suffering for months undera
severe economic crisis and finan-
cial collapse. A march and a vigil
were planned Friday as well as a
momentof silence at6.08 pm, the
moment that marked the most
destructive single incident in
Lebanon’s history on Aug. 4.

The search operation unfold-

Therescue team used
equipment to detect
heartbeat and found
what could be a pulse of
18 to 19 beats per
minute in the rubble

ing in Beirut’s historic Mar
Mikhail district on a street once
filled with crowded bars and
restaurants has gripped the na-
tion for the past 24 hours. The
idea, however unlikely, that a
survivor could be found a month
later gave hope to people who
followed the live images on tele-
vision, wishing for a miracle.
Search operations first began
Thursday afternoon after a snif-
fer dog belonging to a Chilean
search and rescue team called
TOPOS detected something

while the team was touring
Gemmayzeh and Mar Mikhail
streets, and rushed toward the
rubble. Images of the black and
white 5-year-old dog named
Flash, wearing red shoes to pro-
tect his feet, have circulated on
social media with people de-
scribing him as a hero.

The teamused audiodetection
equipment for signals or heartbeat
and detected what could be a
pulse of 18 to 19 beats per minute.
The origin of the pulsing signal was
notimmediately known butitwas
enoughtosetoff the frantic search
and raised new hope.

On Friday morning, the beats
dropped to seven per minute, ac-
cording to comments made by a
Chilean volunteer to local TV.

“Ninety-nine percent there
isn’t anything, but even if there
is less than 1% hope, we should
keep onlooking,” Youssef Malah,
acivil defense worker, said. AP

MACRON ADDRESSES NEW CITIZENS AMID TRIAL INTO ATTACK ON CHARLIE HEBDO

“T'o be French is to defend right to mock’

GEERTDECLERCQ
PARIS, SEPTEMBER 4

THE RIGHT to mock and carica-
ture, even religion, is an essen-
tial part of being French,
President Emmanuel Macron
said at a naturalisation cere-
mony on Friday, days after the
start of a trial of the accused ac-
complices in an attack by
Islamist gunmen on the satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo in 2015.
In the Paris Pantheon, a mau-
soleum to France’s heroes,
Macron handed five new citizens
their French papers in a solemn
ceremony to mark the 150th an-
niversary of the Third Republic.
“Atthe start of the trial of the
attacks of January 2015, I say that

French President Emmanuel Macron at a ceremony to
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of the
Republic at the Pantheon, in Paris on Friday. Reuters

to be Frenchis to defend the right
to laugh, jest, mock and carica-
ture, of which Voltaire main-

tained that it is the source of all
other rights,” Macron said.
More than a dozen defen-

dants went on trial this week for
theirrole in the killing spree in the
Paris offices of Charlie Hebdo,
where 12 people died. This week,
the magazine republished the
caricatures of the Prophet
Mohammad that had sparked the
ire of Islamist militants.

Welcoming five new citizens
from Britain, Algeria, Cameroun,
Peru and Lebanon, Macron said
immigrants have long beena force
forgood in France, and noted that
the Third Republic was pro-
claimed from Paris city hall by the
son of an Italian immigrant, Leon
Gambetta, on Sept. 4, 1870.

“He was, like you, a son of im-
migrants, French of mixed blood.
It was he who resuscitated the
republic, this reign of freedom,”
Macron said. REUTERS

AFGHANISTAN GOVT RELEASES MOST REMAINING TALIBAN PRISONERS

Talks set to |

MUJIBMASHAL
& FATIMAFAIZI
KABUL, SEPTEMBER 4

THE AFGHAN government said
thatarepeatedly stalled prisoner
swap with the Taliban had
largely been completed
Thursday, potentially removing
the final hurdle for direct negoti-
ations with the insurgents to end
the country’s long war.
Preparations have been un-
derway for months in Doha,
Qatar’s capital, for the two sides
to meet there and begin nego-
tiating an end to the war. But

Crossing biggest post-deal hurdle

THE AFGHAN govern-
ment has feared that the
US-Taliban deal would

take away two leverage
points that Kabul had in
any talks with Taliban — the
Taliban prisoners and US pres-
ence. But now, with pressure
building from repeated Taliban
attacks on the one hand, and US

EXPLAINED

| deal work on the other,

entreaties to make the

Afghanistan has re-
1@ leasednearly all Taliban

prisoners —which has
been the biggest hurdle to
intra-Afghan talks under the
deal. However, the fear in Kabul
is Taliban has already been
given too many concessions.

the Taliban refused to start
those talks until the Afghan
government released the last of

5,000 prisoners whom the
United States had commiitted to
freeing in a deal with the insur-

begin as prisoner swap nearly done

gents in February, and instead
intensified its attacks across
Afghanistan.

Javid Faisal, a spokesman for
the Afghan national security
council, said all but “a few” of the
400 remaining Taliban had been
freed after the Taliban released
Afghan commandos they had
been holding.

The remainder are about a
half-dozen prisoners who are said
tohavekilled American, Australian
and French citizens,and whosere-
lease the three countries lobbied
to block — even as other US offi-
cials pushed the Afghans to speed
up the freeing of prisoners. NYT

STEPAN SVETLOV’S SOCIAL MEDIA PROFILE A LODESTAR FOR DEMONSTRATORS

The 22-yr-old coordinating protests in Belarus,

PATRICKKINGSLEY
WARSAW, SEPTEMBER 4

STEPAN SVETLOV'’S computer sits
on a desk in Warsaw, nearly 300
miles from Minsk, the capital of
Belarus. But when Belarusians
poured into the streetsin the hours
and days after President Alexander
Lukashenko fraudulently claimed
areelection victory Aug. 9, it was
thanks in no small part to Svetlov,
22,and his computer.

Internet access was often
blocked that week, leading op-
position activists were in cus-
tody orin hiding, and independ-
ent media haslong been heavily
restricted in Belarus. But

Belarusians were keptinformed
and even directed by an account
run by Svetlov on one of the few
social media platforms —
Telegram — that had managed to
maintain sporadic service dur-
ing the internet outage.

From across the border,
Svetlov and his team of five
pumped out information about
voter fraud and police violence —
aswell as tips about where, when
and how to protest, evade police,
defend against police beatings,
treat exposure to tear gas and lo-
cate medicine and safe houses.

“Take to the streets,” Svetlov
and his team wrote after prelim-
inary results were announced
Aug. 9, “and defend your votes!”

A soft-spoken, fresh-faced
film-school graduate who works
from a cramped and gloomy of-
fice in central Warsaw, Svetlov
does not initially seem like the
standard-bearer for a revolution.
But Nexta — his Telegram feed,
named for the Belarusian word for
“someone” — has nevertheless
become a kind of Radio Free
Europe for the internet age. At the
time of the election, the feed had
several hundred thousand sub-
scribers, a number that has since
risen to more than 2 million.

“Stepan is undoubtedly one
of the most significant figures in
the events taking place,” said
Anton Shpak, 47, an illustrator
who joined protests after view-

Stepan Svetlov with his mother, who visited him in Warsaw
on Wednesday. NYT

ing evidence of police brutality
published by Nexta.

Inthe immediate aftermath of
the election, Nextawas “first of all,

a source of information,” Shpak

added. “And, to some extent, it

was a source of inspiration.”
Svetlov’s colleague, Roman

U.S. UNREST

Suspect in Portland
shooting killed by
officers during arrest

Authorities say Antifa activist shot as he pulled a gun on cops

DEBORAHBLOOM
PORTLAND, SEPTEMBER 4

POLICE SHOT and killed an anti-
fascistactiviston Thursday as they
moved in to arrest him for the al-
leged fatal shooting of a right-
wing activist in Portland, Oregon,
last weekend, officials said.

Michael Reinoehl, 48, was
wanted on a charge of murder
when members of a fugitive task
force shot him dead in Olympia,
Washington after he left an
apartment building and gotin a
car, according to police.

“The suspect produced a
firearm, threatening the lives of
law enforcement officers,” a US
Marshals Service spokesman
said in a statement.

Thurston County Sheriff’s
Office, which is responsible for
investigating the incident, said it
had not confirmed Reinoehl was
armed or whether he fired any
shots. “There were shots that
were fired from the task force
into that vehicle and the suspect
fled from the vehicle on foot and
there were additional shots that
were fired,” said Lt. Ray Brady of
the Sheriff's Office.

Portland Police earlier on
Thursday issued a warrant for
Reinoehl’s arrest and asked the

Michael Reinoehl, 48, was shot dead as he left an apartment
bulding and entered a car, according to police. AP

US Marshals to locate him.

“It sounded like fireworks it
was that many shots,” by-
stander Jashon Spencer said.

Reinoehl, who had provided
security for Black Lives Matter
protests in Portland, was al-
legedly involved in the shoot-
ing of Aaron Danielson on
Saturday night, the US
Marshal’s Service said.

Danielson, 39, was among a
caravan of supporters of President
Donald Trump who rode in
pickup trucks into downtown
Portland and clashed with pro-
testers demonstrating against
racial injustice and police brutality.

Joe Biden speaks at a community meeting in a church after a
week of unrest in Kenosha, Wisconsin. Reuters

Biden, in Kenosha,
says US addressing
its ‘original sin’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KENOSHA, SEPTEMBER 4

JOE BIDEN told residents of
Kenosha, Wisconsin, that recent
turmoil following the police
shooting of Jacob Blake, a Black
man, could help Americans con-
front centuries of systemic
racism, drawing a sharp contrast
with President Donald Trump
amid a reckoning that has gal-
vanised the nation.

“We're finally now getting to
the point where we're going to be
addressing the original sin of this
country, 400 years old ... slavery
and all the vestiges of it,” Biden
said at Grace Lutheran Church,
where he met with community
leaders after a private session with
Blake and his family.

The visit marked the former
vice president’s first trip to the bat-
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tleground state of Wisconsinas the
Democratic presidential nominee
and was a vivid illustration of the
contrast he offers to Trump.

While Biden spent more than
an hour with the Blake family,
Trump didn’t mention Blake
during his own trip to Kenosha
onTuesday. Where Biden traced
problems in the criminal justice
system back to slavery, Trump
refused to acknowledge sys-
temic racism.

Portland has seen escalating
clashes between right- and left-
wing groups in recent weeks fol-
lowing nearly 100 days of
protests since George Floyd, a
Black man, died in Minneapolis
on May 25 after a white police
officer knelt on his neck.

Reinoehl died only hours af-
ter Vice News broadcast a video
in which he appeared to admit
he shot Danielson and said he
acted in self-defence.

In social media posts
Reinoehl described himself as
a professional snowboarder, a
US Army veteran and “100%
ANTIFA.” REUTERS

Trump denies
report he spoke
disparagingly of
US war dead

ALEXANDRAALPER
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 4

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
strongly denied on Thursday a
magazine report saying he had
spoken disparagingly about
fallen US military personnel
buried in Europe and declined to
visitan American cemetery dur-
ing a trip to France because he
thought it unimportant.

The Atlantic reported that
Trump,aRepublican whois run-
ning for re-election and who has
touted his record helping US vet-
erans, had referred to marines
buried in an American cemetery
near Paris as “losers” and de-
clined to visit in 2018 because of
concern that the rain that day
would mess up his hair.

Trump told reporters on
Thursday the story was false.

“To think that I would make
statements negative to our mili-
tary and fallen heroes when no-
body has done whatI've done,” for
the US armed forces, Trump said.
“It'satotal lie ... It's a disgrace.”

The President said he did not
go to the cemetery because
weather prevented a helicopter
flight. The alternative, along drive,
would have meant going through
very busy areas of Paris and the
Secret Service objected, he said.

“The Secret Service told me,
‘you can’t do it.’ I said, ‘I have to
do it. | want to be there.’ They
said, ‘you can’t do it,”” Trump
said. REUTERS

from small office in Poland

Protasevich, edits Nexta on a day-
to-day basis, along with three
other Belarusian exiles.

The protesters themselves
are the key to ground-level mo-
bilisation and change. During the
Arab uprisings of 2011, external
observers were sometimes too
quick to present social media as
the primary driver of unrest, in-
stead of merely an accelerator of
its spread. Though proud of his
role, Svetlov is wary of making
similar claims today.

“It’s the people who are initi-
ating this whole process against
Lukashenko and the regime,”
Svetlov said. “We are just helping
them to achieve this.”

Yetin truth, Svetlovand Nexta

New Delhi

are more than just a vessel for
other people’sdreams. Inthe days
before the election, Nexta issued
detailed instructions for how gov-
ernment critics should organize
and protest on polling day.

To ensure unity between pro-
testers, the Nexta team coordi-
nated these plans in private with
members of rival Telegram feeds
and leading activists, Svetlov said.

“There is quite a cooperation
going on with other Telegram
channels, to try to have the same
message,” he said. “It's happening
onaconstantbasis,day and night.”

Having reached a consensus,
Nexta's staff members published
times and places for protesters to
meet. They suggested routes that

protesters could use toreach par-
ticular gathering points and pro-
posed alternatives in case those
routes were blocked. They offered
advice on how to obstruct police
vehicles, and instructed protest-
ers to remain peaceful.

In the hours after the polls
closed, they also called fora gen-
eral strike, explained how pro-
testers could help people evade
arrest and suggested buying hel-
mets, goggles, gas masks and
shields to guard against police vi-
olence. And by disseminating
this information on Telegram,
they introduced a means by
which Belarusians could con-
tinue to stay informed during the
internet shutdown. NYT
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MONTHLY ECONOMIC REVIEW BY DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, FINANCE MINISTRY

‘High GDP contraction due to strict lockdown,
economy witnessing sharp V-shaped recovery’

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

INDIA IMPOSED the most strin-
gentlockdowns among the coun-
tries most affected by the Covid-
19 pandemic, resulting in a sharp
contractionof23.9 per centinthe
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
growth rate in the April-June
quarter, the monthly economic
review by the Department of
Economic Affairs, Ministry of
Finance, stated. The lockdown has
enabled the country to restrain
the pandemic-induced deathrate
to one of the lowest in the world,
and the economy is now witness-
ing a sharp V-shaped recovery.
“Relative to these advanced
nations, India’s GDP contraction
at 23.9 per cent is slightly higher.
The higher contraction has re-
sulted from the stringent lock-
down that India enforced in the

The report highlighted
the disconnect between
real economy and
financial markets as
well as the possibility of
capital flight

April-June quarter. India enforced
the most stringent lockdown as
reflected in the Government
Response Stringency Index devel-
oped by Oxford University. The
lockdown has enabled India tore-
strain the pandemic induced
death rate to one of the lowest in
theworld...as countries unlocked
in the quarter starting in July, re-
covery is underway globally. India,
too, is witnessing a sharp
V-shaped recovery,” it said.

The Ministry said the worst
seems to be behind as high-fre-
quency indicators show an im-

Draft on architecture for
third-party access to data
released, NI'TT seeks views

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

GOVERNMENT THINK-tank NITI
Aayog hasreleased the draftofan
architecture that could allow third
parties access to information
across sectors ranging from fi-
nance to healthcare, after seeking
consent of the user.

Inthe draft of DataEmpower-
mentand Protection Architecture
(DEPA) released Thursday, the
Aayog has sought feedback from
stakeholders by October 1. At the
core of the proposed architecture
is theinstitution of aconsent man-
agement system — which will al-
low the sharing of the information
—withaview to provide better fi-
nancial, health and telecom-re-
lated products and services toin-
dividuals and firms. “Inanutshell,
DEPA empowers people to seam-
lessly and securely access their
data and share it with third party
institutions,” said the draft report.

The frameworkis expected to
be functional for the financial sec-
tor from “fall 2020”. It had already
been run in July 2019 through a
closed user group-launch by ma-
jor banks. In this sector, the con-
sent managers will be known as
Account Aggregators (AA).

“The sector already generates
a high amount of structured and

interoperable data regulated by
strict standards — making it an
ideal place to begin operational-
isinga consent based data sharing
framework, and see the impact of
consented data sharing on avail-
ability and accessibility of finan-
cial products to new, more vulner-
able markets,” said the draft.
Whileitcomesin the absence
of overarching data protection
regulations — the Personal Data
Protection Bill is yet to receive fi-
nal approval — the report claims
that there are “domain specific
laws” that enable the DEPA frame-
work.Forinstance, DEPAin the fi-
nancial sector is built on the foun-
dation of RBI's Banking Regulation
Actand an RBI Master Directive.
“Justas the launch of UPI tran-
sformed India’s digital payments
world irreversibly, it is expected
that the RBI-driven Account Aggr-
egator (AA) model will transform
the way financial services are de-
livered through a unique architec-
ture for consent-based data shar-
ing. In the AA model, individuals
can seamlessly share their finan-
cial data for the first time across
banks, insurers, investors, tax coll-
ectors,and pension fundsinasafe,
secure, and consented manner,”
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant
said in a foreword to the report.
Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

Rajiv Lall resigns as IDFC First
Bank non-executive chairman

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

RAJIV B Lall, non-executive chair-
man of IDFC First Bank, on Friday
resigned with immediate effect,
citing personal health issues.

The lender said Lall “has ten-
dered his resignation as Part-Time
Non-Executive Chairman fromthe
Board of the Bank with immedi-
ate effect citing he has been deal-
ing with his prolonged personal
health issues for a while now.”

WhileLall was the founderMD
and CEO of the IDFC Bank since

—— BRIEFLY —

Possible lower
GST forvehicles

New Delhi: Heavy Industries
Minister Prakash Javadekar
Friday hinted at a possible
GST rate cut for vehicles.

VILboard nod
toraise25K cr

New Delhi: Vodafone Idea’s
(VIL) board of directors Fri-
day cleared plans toraise up
toRs 25,000 crore. PTI

Ratingcutfor4
PSBs: Moody’s

Mumbai: Moody's cut long-
termlocal and foreign curre-
ncy deposit ratings of Union
BankofIndia, Bankof Baroda,
Canara Bank and Bank of
India fromBaa3 toBal.ENS

October 2015, he ceased to be the
MD and CEO after the bank got
merged with Capital First in
December 2018. He took the role
of non-executive chairman of the
merged entity IDFC First Bank.
Earlier, he was the CEO and then
executive chairman of IDFC Ltd.
On July 20, The Indian Express
reported that IDFC Bank (under
Lall's tenure as MD and CEO) had
letout premium spaceinits South
Mumbai office to Asia Society India
Centre, a not-for-profit organisa-
tion, headed by Lall's wife Bunty
Chand, from 2015 to 2018, at a
nominal rent of Re 1a month.

New stock market margin norms:
What do they mean for investors?

clients were required only in the futuresand
options (F&O)segment till last year and cash
margins were not demanded from clients.

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 4

provement June onwards. Though
the macroeconomic indicators
show a path towards a V-shaped
recovery, uncertainty still persists
because of the pandemic and the
resultant impact on the discre-
tionary demand.

“Residual uncertainty persists
because of the effect created by
the pandemic on the precaution-
ary motive to save which sharply
affects the demand for discre-
tionary goods and services. Unlike
previous crises that originated
from economic factors, the uncer-
tainty in the current crisis stems
from health factors originating
from the pandemic. Asaresult, the
uncertainty on discretionary
items is likely to influence recov-
ery,” the report said.

Thearrival of the Covid vaccine
would signal the end of this un-
certainty and bring back discre-
tionary consumption to pre-Covid
levels, itadded.

The report noted that various
high frequency indicators point
towards a V-shaped revival in eco-
nomic activity — including auto
sales, tractor sales, fertilizer sales,
railway freight traffic, steel con-
sumption & production, cement
production, power consumption,
e-way bills, GST revenue collec-
tion, daily toll collections on high-
ways, retail financial transactions,
manufacturing PMI, performance
of core industries, capital inflows
and exports.

Even though public finances
have been stretched, government
consumption spending has pro-
vided ameasure of relief, with the
central government’s revenue ex-
penditure, net of interest pay-
ments and major subsidies, hav-
ing risen by 33.7 per cent in the
first quarter of the year. The spen-
ding has being supported by gross
market borrowings by the Centre
rising to Rs 5.84 lakh crore up to

August 21,2020, which is 1.72
times the amount raised in the
same period last year. Along with
the prospects of a V-shaped recov-
ery, thereport highlighted the dis-
connect between real economy
and financial markets as well as
the possibility of capital flight.

“Risk taking sentiment has re-
turned with global and domestic
equity markets onan untamed re-
covery path, reaching pre-Covid
highs and recouping most of their
losses. The recent gush of liquid-
ity in emerging markets is driven
by low interest rates, unprece-
dented monetary priming by ma-
jor global central banks and opti-
mistic prospects of Covid-19
vaccine. Stock markets are deriv-
ing their inexplicable buoyancy
from this global surplus liquidity ...
This, however, raises concerns of
an underlying disconnect be-
tween the real and financial sec-
tors,” it said.

EMPANELLED HOSPITALS, NETWORK PROVIDERS MAY OFFER SERVICES

Irdai unveils guidelines to allow wellness
features as add-on cover to health policies

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 4

THE INSURANCE Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(Irdai) has unveiled the final
guidelines on allowing wellness
and preventive features under a
health insurance policy as op-
tional or add-on cover.

According toIrdai,empanelled
hospitals and network providers
can offer health services such as
outpatient consultations or treat-
ments, pharmaceuticals, health
check-ups/diagnostics including
discounts under the policy.

The regulator said they can is-
sue redeemable vouchers to ob-
tain health supplements and re-
deemable  vouchers  for
membership in yoga centres,
gymnasiums, sports clubs and fit-
ness centres for participating in

fitness activities.

Insurers can also offer discou-
nts on premiumes or increase in
suminsured at the time of renew-
alsbased on wellness regime foll-
owed by policyholders in the pre-
ceding policy period, provided
increase insuminsured should be
independentand not linked to the
cumulative bonus offered, if any.

Irdai said insurers should not
publish the trade names or trade
logos of third party merchandise
inany of the insurance advertise-
ments, but may refer the services
in generic term. However, insur-
ers should disclose specific items
of services on their website with
necessary details and may provide
alinkto thisin theirinsurance ad-
vertisement and policy contracts.

Gurdeep Singh Batra, head—
retail underwriting, Bajaj Allianz
General Insurance, said, “The Irdai
guidelines on including wellness

Finance Commission to
consider recommending
a range for fiscal deficit

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

GIVEN THE massive disruption in
the economy due to Covid-19, the
15th Finance Commission will
consider a suggestion to recom-
mend a range instead of a fixed
number for fiscal deficitand debt-
to-GDPratioinits report foraward
period of FY22-FY26,Commission
ChairmanNKSingh said on Friday.

“Wedorecognise thatgivinga
range both for the Centre and an
equally that for the states may be
morein tune with thereality than
giving a fixed point due to the fact
that a more certain world has
moved to a somewhat more un-
certain world,” Singh said after a
meeting of the Commission’s ad-
visory council. Many members of
the advisory panel suggested to
consider a range for the key fiscal
targets similar to the one on retail
inflation (4% plus/minus 2%) set by

ON SEPTEMBER 1, stock mar-
kets implemented a transpar-
ent and stringent mechanism

It was adjusted by brokers. While the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) tightened the
margins norms due to the mis-

15th Finance Commission
Chairman NK Singh. File

the Monetary Policy Committee.

“We need to be mindful that
giving arange always have adeep
inclination to only operate at the
upper end of the range. But, we
willbe givingamean targetin case
we do decide,” Singh said.

According to the FRBM man-
date, the Centre’s fiscal deficit is
to be 3 per cent of GDP, however,
that has eluded in the past decade
with resetting of target multiple
times. FE

and preventive features in health
insurance is certainly a positive
step forward for customers who
cannow proudly own their health
insurance policies.”

“Itwill allow us toreward cus-
tomers in various ways specified
like discounted outpatient consul-
tations or treatments, pharma-
ceuticals, health check-ups/diag-
nostics, redeemable vouchers for
health supplement and also
membership in fitness centres,
sports clubs, etc,” he added.

According to Irdai, insurers
should not accept any liability to-
wards quality of the services
made available by third parties
and should specify upfront that
the said third party is responsible
for providing the services stipu-
lated under the wellness features
and insurer is not liable for any de-
fects or deficiencies on the part of
the service provider.

BPCL plans to
offer 2% stake

to employees
through ESOPs

KARUNJITSINGH
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 4

THE BOARD of directors of Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
on Friday decided to offer 2 per
cent stake in the company to em-
ployees through Employee Stock
Options (ESOPs), pending approval
by shareholders in the company’s
annual general meeting.

According to sources, all em-
ployees of BPCLwho have worked
forthe company foratleast 5 years,
numberingaround 10,000, willbe
offered ESOPs under the scheme.
ESOPs are options given to em-
ployees to purchase shares of the
company, often, at a discounted
rate from market value.

“The employees will be offered
the sharesata two-thirds discount
from the average share price for
the preceding sixmonths fromthe
date of the annual general meet-
ing,” said a source.

International market data till 1900 IST

Border tension, global headwinds
pull Sensex down by 634 points

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 4

THE SENSEX on Friday plunged by
634 points in a sell-off triggered
by the plunge on Wall Street, Indo-
Chinaborder tensions and the ex-
cessive speculative overbought
positionindomestic stocks. While
the Sensex closed 1.6 per cent
lower at 38,357.18, the Nifty50 lost
194 points to close at 11,333.85.
Following the overnight crash
to the tune of 2 to 3 per cent on
Wall Street on Thursday, mainly
led by tech stocks, emerging mar-
kets too opened in the red Friday.
“The domestic markets almost
fully reflected the fall in the US

The BSE in Mumbiai. File

markets. The seemingly enhanced
level of geo-political tensions and
the concerns over the markets
running ahead of the economic
realities are factors that may be of
consequence to the course of the
markets in coming weeks,” said

Joseph Thomas, head of research,
Emkay Wealth Management.

Shrikant Chouhan, executive
vice president, Kotak Securities,
said, “Bears took complete control
of the market on Friday. This week
hasbeenavolatile one withamo-
mentum of about 500 points. The
gap down at the opening was
largely due to weak global mar-
kets. On the domestic front, met-
als, banking and reality stocks reg-
istered steep selling pressure and
maintained negative stance
throughout the day.”

The broader market participa-
tion also witnessed selling pres-
sureasover 1,100 stocks closed on
the negative side whereas around
430 closed on a positive note.

Recovery in global food prices after
slump during lockdowns may help
farmers ahead of bumper kharif harvest

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

GLOBAL FOOD price inflation is
backin the positive territory. This
isn't bad news for Indian farmers
ahead of the harvest season for
Kharif crops, evenas agricultureis
the only sector that has grown 3.4
per cent year-on-year (y-o-y) in
April-June amid the overall econ-
omy contracting by 22.8 per cent.
The UN Food and Agriculture
Organization’s Food Price Index
(FPI) averaged 96.1 points in
August, rising for the third succes-
sivemonth, from91inMay,93.1in
Juneand 94.3 inJuly. Annual food
inflation based on the global in-
dex (base year: 2014-16=100)
stood at 2.24 per cent, up from
-1.23 per cent in April, -3.40 per
centinMay,-2.31 per centinJune
and -0.85 per centin July.
International food prices have
been very volatile for almost a
year. Between August 2019 and
January 2020, inflation based on
the FPIsoared from-1.99 per cent
t09.94 per cent (see chart). Thein-
dexitself touched 102.5 points in
January, the highest since Decem-
ber 2014, reflecting supply tightn-
ess building up in many commaod-
ities — from palm oil and sugar to
rice and skimmed milk powder
(SMP) — after a prolonged period

FAO FOOD PRICE INDEX INFLATION (%)
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of low producer realisations.
Butthen Covid-19struck.Itled
to the FPI crashing from a 61-
month high in January to a 48-
month low in May, as world food
trade and demand collapsed with
most countries imposing lock-
downsto contain the spread of the
novel coronavirus. A third straight
month of increase in the index is
indicative of a price recovery that
is underway and already appar-
entina host of commodities.
Wheat and soyabean prices
(forthe most actively-traded futu-
res contracts at the Chicago Board
of Trade exchange) are currently
at $5.53 and $9.66 per bushel, re-
spectively, as against their corre-
spondinglevelsof $4.53 and $8.68
a year ago. Prices have also gone
up for raw sugar (12.07 cents per
pound from 11.19 cents), coffee
(131.2 cents/pound versus 95.55)
and cocoa ($2,634/tonne versus
$2,245)traded at the Intercontine-
ntal Exchange. Even prices of rice

(export quotes for Thai grain with
5 per cent broken content), SMP
(atNewZealand's Global Dairy Tr-
ade auctions) and crude palm oil
(BursaMalaysia exchange futures)
are higher compared to one year
back: $525 versus $430 per tonne,
$2,663 versus $2,500 per tonne,
and 2,891 ringgit versus 2,181
ringgit per tonne, respectively.
The above price recovery bo-
des well for Indian farmers, who
are set to harvesta bumper kharif
crop on the back of 8.4 per cent
above-normal monsoon rainfall
and arecord 1,095.35 lakh hecta-
resarea sown so far. This produce
will startarriving in markets from
the second half of September.
World prices firming up should at
least partly support domestic pro-
ducerrealisations. Although con-
sumer food price inflation in July
stood at 9.62 per cent y-o0-y, the
corresponding rate based on the
wholesale price index for food ar-
ticles was only 4.08 per cent.

FinMin cuts non-priority expenditure,
new posts amid slump in revenues

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

TO PRIORITISE government ex-
penditure amid falling revenues,
the Finance Ministry on Friday an-
nounced measures to further cur-
tail non-development expendi-
ture and banned creation of new
posts in ministries and depart-
ments. The government has also
banned expenditure on printing
of books and documents on im-
ported paper and asked depart-
ments to reduce the number of
consultants appointed by them for
various purposes.

“In the context of the present
fiscal situation and the consequent
pressure ongovernment resources
thereisaneed for furthereconomy
and rationalisation of non-prior-
ity expenditure, while protecting
and preserving priority expendi-

ture,” the Department of
Expenditure said inan office order.
With regard to administrative
expenditure, the Department of
Expenditure, under the Finance
Ministry, said no printing or pub-
lishing of books, publications, doc-
uments will be done onimported
paper, except where printing is
done abroad by Indian missions.
“Expenditures on functions
suchas celebrations of Foundation
Day etc,should be discouraged orif
felt necessary be appropriately cur-
tailed. In any case, travel for such
functions and provision of bags or
mementos should beavoided,” the
ministry said. Itasked all the min-
istries /departments to carry out a

review of the individual consult-
ants appointed by them in conso-
nance with the provisions of
General Financial Rulesand reduce
number of consultants to the min-
imum requirement.

It said there will be a ban on
creating new posts, except with
approval of the Expenditure
Department. “Ifany posthasbeen
created after July 1, 2020, under
delegated powers or authority,
without approval of Expenditure
Departmentand have notyetbeen
filled, then such posts shall not be
filled. Ifitis deemed absolutely es-
sential to fill them, proposals may
be sent for approval of Depar-
tment of Expenditure,” it said.
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Kagithapuram — 639 136, Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu

Phone : 04324-277001 (10 Lines) E-mail : purchase.rawmatl@tnpl.co.in

CORRIGENDUM

Roc. No . SSCL/ 6088/2020

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS

Date : 03.09.2020

Providing Underground sewerage scheme - Phase Il in division
No,14, 24, 27, 34, 36 & 40 in the ABD area of Salem City
Municipal Corporation. Estimate Cost Rs.1486.00 Lakhs.

Bid document and other information available at www.tntenders.gov.in,
www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.salemcorporation.gov.in Tender document
can be downloaded from the above website.

Ill|Date, Time and Venue for Tender Procedures.

| et vepnan | e | e
@ SALEM CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION | [[2067| wiorebimertuc o, 24 | 702207 | a0azozo

TNPL has revised the tender due date and the same will be available in the
revised tender document at websites: www.tnpl.com / www.tenders.tn.gov.in

26.08.2020.
DIPR/3317/Tender/2020

All other Terms and Conditions are as per our earlier Advertisement dated
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of collecting 20 per cent up-
front margin on cash market
transactions and tightened the
pledging system to protect the
interests of investors. Though
the new rules, postponed twice
earlier, have created some teething troubles
such arranging margins and settlement de-
lays, the situation is expected to become
normal in a few days.

EXPLAINED

What’s the 20 per cent margin
collection all about?

Market regulator Sebi did not have any
marginrequirement for cash market trans-
actions so far, but now clients will have to
cough up 20 per cent of the cost of the
shares and it will be applicable to buying
and selling of securities. The margins from

use of securities by unscrupu-
lous brokersin the industry, the
new norms have created new
challenges for the brokers.
‘ Investors will have to pay 20

per cent on the same day and
the balance on the subsequent day.

How will itimpact the pledging
system?

Investors had lost crores of rtupeesin the
unauthorized pledging of shares by Karvy.
The Karvy issue forced the regulator to
tighten the pledging system. The unautho-
rised pooling system and manipulation by
brokers using the power of attorney (PoA)
of clients will end now.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Submission of bids
Opening of bids

- 14.10.2020 upto 3.00 P.M
- 14.10.2020 at 3.30 P.M

Commissioner, Salem Corporation

HOTICE TING TENGER {MIT)

SMNGLE FERLENTAGE Cffanis] In teo bikd sysbam are Invitod frem mpulod,
resourceful and exparianced pertics mering prescribed qualiying oritoia

DIPR/3312/TENDER/2020 for tha fullowing wark;
GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU Sk | Descripgtion of work and Tender ocwmond | Due Dato of

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT Ha, HIT i avasiahlo on aubmisRian

4 Building Organisation - Form of Contract : Lumpsum | |} | BEEH_“_‘E'I:HJ_ it _EFELd__
Short Time Tender Notice No.22 / VLR - CLE / 2020 - 2021 / Dated : 03.09.2020 1. [ Fabifenlion """3““"- “'I|I]|rlg 115 4. 20 1060 2000

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamil Nadu Sealed Tenders are invited by the Superintending Engineer, PWD., Buildings
(Constructionand Maintenance ) Circle, Vellore -1 for the following works from the eligible Contractors registered in Public works Department of
Government of Tamil Nadu, upto 3.00 pm as per office clock on 22.09.2020 under Two cover system (Pre qualification and Price tender). The
Prequalification cover (Cover I) alone will be opened on 22.09.2020 at 3.30 PM by the Superintending Engineer in presence of the Tenderers or
theirauthorised agents.

PACKAGE WORKS - Construction of (1) Taluk Office building at Slice 1 : K.V.Kuppam, Slice 2 : Gudiyatham, Slice 3 : Revenue
Divisional Office at Gudiytham, and Slice 4 : Revenue Divisional Officer Quarters at Gudiyatham in Vellore District. (2) Slice 1 : Revenue
Division Office building, Slice 2 : Revenue Divisional Officer Quarters building at Vaniyambadi, and Slice 3 : Tahsildhar Quarters building at
Amburin Thiruppathur District. (3) Construction of Taluk office building at Slice 1 : Arcot, and Slice 2 : Kalavai, (4) Construction of Slice 1 : Taluk
Office building at Walajah, and Slice 2 : Tahsildhar Quarters building at Walajah, (5) Construction of Slice 1 : Taluk Office building at Sholinghur,
Slice 2 : Revenue Divisional Office building at Arakkonam, and Slice 3 : Revenue Divisional Officer Quarters building at Arakkonam in Ranipet
District, (6) Construction of Taluk Office building at Slice 1 : Kallakurichi, and Slice 2 : Kalvarayanmalai in Kallakurichi District, (7) Construction
of Taluk office building at Thiruvennainallurin Villupuram District. -

The E.M.D. remittance and other details can also be available from the Govt. designated website (http://www.tenders.tn.gov.in) and
Office of the Superintending Engineer, PWD., Building (C&M) Circle, Vellore - 632 001. The tender schedule can be downloaded at free of cost
from the above website, upto 21.09.2020 - 5.45 pm. Superintending Engineer, PWD.,

DIPR/ 3305 /TENDER/2020 Buildings (C&M) Circle, Vellore-1.

| testing & comrrisslondng of Cone |
| Rool and Floallng rood tnnks. |
! Buninea praparation, Bupply ged
| applarion of primer and pein®s for |
Pm for the FOL Fereninal of
HPFCL,VDPL Projeact atl

| Bharamapeirl, Tamil Masdu
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Ith:Ir'E':II.uﬂ n::uurl:-lml Gunl:m:lnm m:u|I B'-D'HHII:III:I the undurﬂur-urrrmu
feam Co's Wabsile hitpchwew. bridgansed toin.

Cosrigendusn ! Addandum, A any, shall be hosled In Co's Websibe
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Housing & Urban Development Corporation Ltd.
(A Govt. of India Enterprises)
CIN: L74899DL1970G01005276 GST NO. 07AAACHA0632A1ZF
Regd Office: HUDCO Bhawan, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi - 110003; Phone: 011-24649610, 24648196,
Fax No.: 011-24625308 E-mail: akhilesh@hudco.org;
Website : www.hudco.org; Follow us on:[7 [

A

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
NIT No. HUDCO/C&PM/HSMI/Hostel/2020 Date: 05/09/2020
HUDCO invites e~tender from eligible contractors/ firms/ agencies for “Renovation
of HSMI Hostel & VIP Guest House at Asiad Games Village Complex (AGVC),
New Delhi-110049", as per details contained in the NIT document.
Interested agencies can download the NIT document from HUDCO's
website https://www.hudco.org or www.eprocure.gov.in or
https://www.tenderwizard.com/HUDCO. Last date for submission of online bid
is17.09.2020
Corrigendum etc., if any shall be published on the above websites only for
appropriate action by intending tenderer.

Executive Director (C&C)

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY

RAJA RAMANNA CENTRE FOR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY, INDORE

e-NIT NO: RRCAT/E/2020/160 dated: 03.09.2020
Online item rate tenders are invited through e-tendering mode by Chief Engineer, RRCAT,
PO-CAT, Indore, 452013, on behalf of President of India in two bids, from eligible contractors
for the work “Supply, installation, testing and commissioning of 500 kVA packaged
substation, 320 kVA DG set and other associated equipments at RRCAT, Indore”.
Estimated cost : ¥ 1,59,00,000/-, EMD: ¥ 3,18,000/-, Completion Period :
08 (Eight) months, Tender Processing Fee :  5,900/-. Detailed NIT & tender document can
be downloaded from the website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE from 14.09.2020
(10:00 hrs.) to 28.09.2020 (15:00 hrs). Last date of closing of tender uploading
(i.e. submission) is 30.09.2020 up to15:00 hrs. Last date of submission of EMD in original is
from 9:00 hours on 01.10.2020 to 15.15 hrs. on 07.10.2020. Online opening of Technical Bid
on 07.10.2020 at 15:30 hrs. Financial Bids of the bidders found eligible on the basis of the
evaluation as stipulated in the tender conditions will be opened on a later date.
Communication regarding the date of opening of the price bids will be sent only to the eligible
bidders. The detailed NIT can also be viewed at & downloaded from www.rrcat.gov.in. After
free viewing of Tender Documents in PDF Format, interested agency may download
Technical & Financial Bids for participating, using their User ID / Password & Class Il DSC
before last date of sale. Registered agencies only can purchase / download & submit/ upload
tenders. Agencies may visit above website for registration. Contact for assistance /
clarifications mobile 8602465460, e-mail: twhelpdesk777@gmail.com.
Chief Engineer, RRCAT
For & on behal?of president of India

POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU & KASHMIR SRINAGAR

Phone/Fax No. : 0194-2443031/2443032 (Sgr) Website: www.jkpolice.gov.in
0191-2459029/2459255 (Jmu)  E-mail: phgjk@nic.in

EXTENSION NOTICE

Due to administrative reasons, the last of date for
submission of on-line bids against NIT No: 26 of
2020 dated 19.06.2020 floated by this Hqrs for pro-
curement of Welfare Accounts Management
System is re-scheduled as under:-

1. Last date of receipt of tenders 09.09.2020

upto 1800 hours
11.09.2020 at
1100 hours.

of the NIT shall

2. Date of opening of technical bids

The other terms and conditions
remain the same.

Sd/-

Rayees Mohammad Bhat, (IPS)
AIG (Provision/Transport)
For Director General of Police,
J&K, Srinagar.

No. Prov-Il/Elect-34/2019-20/36634-42
Dated: 02.09.2020

DIPK-5064

o
[P o Seoaem |

JAMMU & KASHMIR POLICE HEADQUARTERS
Website: www.jkpolice.gov.in
E-mail: phqjk@nic.in

Phone/Fax No. : 0194-2443031/2443032 (Sgr)
0191-2459029/2459255 (Jmu)

EXTENSION NOTICE

Due to administrative reasons, the last of date for
submission of on-line bids & opening of Technical
bids against NIT No: 28 of 2020 dated 07.07.2020
floated by this Hqrs for procurement of Inventory
Management System is re-scheduled as under:-

1. Last date of receipt of tenders = 10.09.2020
upto 1800 hours

2. Date of opening of technical bids = 12.09.2020 at
1100 hours.

The other terms and conditions of the NIT shall
remain the same.

Sd/-

Rayees Mohammad Bhat, (IPS)
AIG (Provision/Transport)
For Director General of Police,
J&K, Srinagar.

No. Prov-lI//Elect-7/2020-21/36646-5
Dated: 02.09.2020

DIPK-5068

J&K POLICE HEADQUARTERS
Srinagar: 0194-2431435 (Off)/2443017 (Fax)
Jammu: 0191-2458921 (Off)/2458920 (Fax)

Website: www.jkpolice.gov.in
E-mail: igptech@jkpolice.gov.in
AUCTION NOTICE

1. Public Auction of various types of condemned vehicles viz,
Gypsies Ambassador Cars, Motor Cycles, Esteem Car, Trucks,
Medium Motor vehicles (ST/HT), Sumo, Bus and condemned/
un-serviceable MT Stores/Equipment Items/Clothing items etc.
viz. Tyres, Tubes, Batteries, Spare Parts, etc. held on the stocks
of J&K Police Department shall be conducted in the premises of
PCR Srinagar w.e.f. 07.10.2020 to 09.10.2020 at 11.00 hours.

2. The prospective bidders shall have to make Security Deposit of
Rs. 15,000/- (Fifteen Thousand only) in cash with SSP PTWS
Srinagar or can also deposit in cash on the spot as well for par-
ticipating in the auction, which shall be refundable after the con-
clusion of auction.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No. 22 / 2020-2021 Dated: 04.09.2020

Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement system

Principal Chief Materials Manager, Northern Railway, New Delhi-110001, for and
on behalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders through e-procurement system
forsupply of the following items:-

S.| Tender Brief Description Qty. Closing

No. No. Date

01 07201537 | POH KIT FOR KE TYPE DISTIBUTOR VALVE 11942 SET | 28.09.20

02 | 07201558 | UIC TYPE RUBBER VESTIBULE 1050 NOS | 03.10.20

03 [ 07200306 | BRAKE CYLINDERS (LH & RH) 101 SET | 05.10.20

04 | 19200745 | MAINTENANCE REPAIR KIT FOR BRAKE 54 SET | 06.10.20
CYLINDER

05 | 19202960 | 1-1/4 INCH X 26 INCH HOSE COUPLING FOR 4055 NOS | 08.10.20
FEED PIPE

06 | 07201530 | AIR BRAKE HOSE COUPLING FOR FEED PIPE | 13875 NOS | 30.10.20
FOR ICF COACHES

NOTE:- 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for details.
2. No Manual offer will be entertained. 1929/2020

GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION

Mechanical Engineering Department
M.E.D.C.No.M1/2365 & 2194/2019
E- Tender Notice
E-Tender is invited for the following work by Superintending
Engineer (Mech), (Head Quarters) as per tender condition

Last date
Name of Work Qty. EMD and time of
submission
Purchase of Battery Operated package 1
Vehicles with Lithium lon Battery 94 8
Rs. 2,07,000/-
(Package 1)
Purchase of Battery Operated| Each Package 2 to 7 14.10.2020
Vehicles with Lithium lon Battery| package Each @'3 0'0 M
(Package 2 to 7) Rs. 4,99,400/- : :
Purchase of Battery Operated Package 8
Vehicles with Lithium lon Battery| 228 Rs 501g600/-
(Package 8) i

Tender details can be downloaded from: http://tntenders.gov.in
DIPR/3320/Tender/2020 Superintending Engineer (Mechanical)

TATA POWER DELHI DISTRIBUTION LIMITED
A Tata Power and Delhi Government Joint Venture
Regd. Office : NDPL House, Hudson Lines, Kingsway Camp, Delhi 110 009
Tel : 66112222, Fax : 27468042, Email : TPDDL @tatapower-ddl.com
CIN No. : U40109DL2001PLC111526, Website : www.tatapower-ddl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS Sep. 05, 2020

TATA Power-DDL invites tenders as per following details:

TATAPOWER-DDL

; bl Last Date & Time
Estimated | Availabil
Tender Enquiry No. Cf)slgIgNTD Vzlf aBI?:jlty of Bid Submission/
Work Description Date and time of
P (Rs) | Document Opening of bids
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001239/20-21 | 90 Lacs/ 05.09.2020 | 26-09.2020;1600 Hrs/
Procurement of Tape Library 225Lacs | T 26.09.2020;1630 Hrs
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001240/20-21
Rfx. 5000001853 Qf 1.24 Crs/ | 17.09.2020 | 28-09.2020;1700 Hrs/
Procurement of Tower Wagon with 3.11 Lacs 28.09.2020;1730 Hrs
CNG Vehicle
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001241/20-21 | 12.87 Crs/ 05.09.2020 28.09.2020;1500 Hrs/
Supply of PCC Poles - 9m & 11m 5.83 Lacs has 28.09.2020;1530 Hrs

INVITATION TO TENDER

The Commandant, 98 Bn, CRPF, Wayen,
Kupwara, J&K (U.T.) invites sealed
quotations under two bid system
(Technical and Financial Bid) for partial
armouring (Fabrication) of Tata Truck.
Details can be  accessed at
www.crpf.gov.in / www.eprocure.gov.in

davp 19111/11/0087/2021

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

General Public is hereby informed that one
person Namely: Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, Address: Unknown, was
found unconscious at Saleem Riksha
Garage, near Gass Godown, Main Road
| Shastri Park, Delhiin the jurisdiction of P.S.
Shastri Park, Delhi and admitted in Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital, Delhi on
05.08.2020 in the area of P.S. Shastri Park, Delhi. During the
treatment Doctors declared brought dead. In this regard a
case has been lodged vide DD No. 24-A dated 05.08.2020 at
P.S. Shastri Park, Delhi. The description of the dead person is
as under:- Age: About 40 years, Sex: Male, Height: 5'7",
Complexion: Shallow, Face: Oval, Built: Thin, Wearing:

HIMACHAL PRADESH
STATE ELECTRONICS DEVELOPMENT

E CORPORATION LIMITED

I 1st & Ground Floor, L.T. Bhawan, Mehli, Shimla-171013

Tel. No. 0177-2623259, 2623513, 2626320, 2623513 2623043
FAX: 0177-2626320 , Website: www.hpsedc.in

No: HPSEDC/ST/Aadhar-Tablets/2k20 Date: 03.09.2020
e-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tenders are invited from the eligible bidders, for procurement of
about 142 Nos. Aadhar Enrolment Tablets to be delivered and
installed in the O/o Department of Information Technology Shimla.

Pre-bid meeting will be held on 07.09.2020 at 11.00 A.M. through
video conference. Last date for online e-Bid Submission is
21.09.2020 (upto 02.30 P.M.) and shall be opened on 22.09.2020 at
2.30 P.M. Detailed Tender Document containing Technical
Specifications and Terms & Conditions are available on HPSEDC
website www.hpsedc.in and https://hptenders.qgov.in.

GENERAL MANAGER (TECHNICAL)

0363/HP

White & blue colour shirt and black colour trouser. If any one
having any information about this dead person please inform
undersigned. SHO

PS. Shastri Park, Delhi

DP/280/NE/2020 Ph.: 011-22170120, 8750870723

Government of Karnataka

Karnataka Evaluation Authority

(1SO 9001 :2015 Certified Autl

y)

# 542, 5" Floor, 2" Stage, MS Building Ambedkar Veedhi,
Bengaluru - 560 001. Phone: 080 - 22353938, 22032561
Fax: 22283541. E-mail: keagok@karnataka.gov.in;
Website: www.kea.kamataka.gov.in

No: KEA 01 PROC (RFP) 2020 Date: 04-09-2020

OTIFICATIO

Jiwid WRA it W)

e NHP/NIH/FTIR/2020 femrer: 04.09.2020

faferar_smiwr &g $-ifew, E-NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
TR, T Al X Fe! gR1 € -UiRREe yunel & siaifd @ faed & Fourier Transform
Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR Microscope) Imaging System- 01 Unit 371 &g @on
T TR A ¥ efensa fafree st # S €1 3 faed st ffrer et https://epro-
cure.gov.in (F£7 A% WiT Q) F mem § 4 GRa 8, 9 Tl ffaw cwmEs @wee w6
www.nihroorkee.gov.in W s 3uers v Director, National Institute of Hydrology,
Roorkee (Purchaser) invites online bids under e-procurement system from eligible bid-
ders for the supply and installation of Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy
(ETIR Microscope) Imaging System- 01 Unit. Bidders, who are interested to submit
bids, may visit https://eprocure.gov.in (Through Central Public Procurement Portal
only) and the entire bid document is also available at our Website
www.nihroorkee.gov.in

IFB Publish Date

Commencement of viewing & downloading
bid document from https://eprocure.gov.in

02.09.2020 up to 1100 Hours
03.09.2020 from 1700 Hours

Pre-Bid Meeting Date 16.09.2020 at 1100 Hours
05.10.2020 up to 1700 Hours

06.10.2020 at 1700 Hours

Last Date & Time of Bid submission
Technical Bid Opening Date & Time

Complete tender and corrigendum document is available on our
website www.tatapower-ddl.com—\endor Zone — Tender / Corrigendum Documents
Contracts - 011-66112222

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender for and on behalf of the President of India, Pr. CE, Northern Railway,
Headquarters Office, Baroda House, New Delhi-110001 invites the following tenders
through E-Procurement System:

Tender No. 211-2654-2019-20-NR | Due on 28.09.2020

Description:
of ltem

Manufacturing & Supply of Ferro Molybdenum, as per Northern Railway
Thermit Portion Plant Lucknow's standard specification
TPP/FeMo/2020

Tender Value Rs. 1,05,05,669.8

Tender Document Cost Rs. Nil
Earnest Money Rs.2,10,120/-
Completion Period 12Months

Time of Submission of Tender Up28.09.2020 at 14:30 IST

Date & Time of Opening of Tender| On 28.09.2020 at 14:30 IST

Validity of Offer 180 days

For any clarification, please communicate to the following: </ Tel : 91-1332-
249230, 249234, %%/ Fax 91-1332-272123, 273976, <&@/ e-mail:

surjeet.nihr @gov.in w%a st /Purchase Officer]

Note : The complete information of above E-Procurement tender is available on
Regd. Office : Block No. 14/1, Dr. Jivraj Mehta
EMERGENCY TENDER NOTICE: DRUG-08/2020-21
(1) Remdesivir Injection 100mg, (2) Tablet Favipiravir 200
license, Name of manufacturer for particular drug and copy of
downloaded free on the website: https://gmscl.nprocure.co
Duration of Downloading of tender document (online) :-
HRS.
Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 14/09/2020 At 15-00

website www.ireps.gov.in and www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in E-TENDER NOTICE
GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVIGES CORPORATION LIMITED
Bhavan, Sector-10, Gandhinagar

Tenders are invited online from reputed Manufactures/formula-
mg Interested manufacture/company/Authorized dealer are
WHOGMP certificate of manufacturer requested to submit the
& Tender Notice is available on, https://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in
03/09/2020 to 10/09/2020 up to 15.55 Hrs.

Last date for Submission of Physical document : 11/09/2020
HRS.

NO. 196-5/71/2019-20/TENDER NOTICE/TS/FeMo Dated : 04.09.2020 1928/2020
@j (A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Ti

. @ 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257698
tors /Authorized Distributors/direct importers for purchase of
invited to send Quotations of items along with their drug
tender through e-tender process. All tender documents can be
and this office notice board.
Last date for Submission (online): 10/09/2020 upto 18-00
upto 18-00 HRS
INF/799/20-21

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Indian Air Force Air Force Station,

Race Course, New Delhi- 110003
Public Notice

The general public is hereby informed that the following

unclaimed motor vehicles (two wheeler’s) of different

makes/ models have been unattended in the premises

Seeking “Request for Proposal” (RFP) from eligible
Evaluation Consultant Organizations to take up evaluation of
studies under QCBS method of KTPP Act.

Karnataka Evaluation Authority (KEA) is a technical agency
for guiding and overseeing the evaluation of all Public Policies,
Programmes, Schemes, Boards, Urban and Rural Bodies and
State Undertakings in Karnataka. KEA intends to evaluate few
schemes of the Government of Karnataka.

All the evaluation Consultant Organizations (ECOs) who
intend to apply must carefully go through all the sections of this
RFP. Interested ECOs are requested to upload filled Technical
and Financial Proposals as prescribed in the RFP along with the
letters to the e-Procurement Portal website: https://www.eproc.
karnataka.gov.in after downloading the required documents
hosted in the same website. The applicants have to pay
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) of Rs. 40,000/- online which is
refundable to non-selected ECOs.

The last date and time fixed for uploading the filled documents
and to make the payment of EMD is on or before 09-10-2020 at

17:30 hrs.
Sd/-

Chief Evaluation Officer

DIPR/DDU/SSC/1019/2020-21 Karnataka Evaluation Authority

E-Tender Notice
OPEN TENDER, Batch No: 40/20, dated:

G e n RV RV /NG OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

02.09.2020, E-Tender Notice for supply of
materials-"participation in through" web

2020-21-66 ADEN/FL Zone No. 8 Phulera Colony and Phulera to Hirnoda (Excl.)

Divl. Rly. Manager, Engineering, N.W.Railway, Jaipur for and on behalf of President of India invites open E-Tender for the
following works upto 15.30 hours on the date shown as below Sr. : 1 Name of work with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-56
ADEN (HQ)/JP Zone no. 13 CKS (Excl.) to JP (Excl & Kanauta (incl.) to JP (Excl.) Railway colony staff quarters, service
building for Sanitary work, all type of repair work, road work and Horticulture work etc. as per USSOR of 2010 for the period of
01.07.20t0 30.06.21 Approx Cost of work : 6700000/- Earnest money Rs. : 134000/- Sr. : 2 Name of work with location :
ENGG-JP-2020-21-57 Bandikui- Construction of New Foot Over Bridge at Approx Cost of work : 67279818/- Earnest
money Rs. : 486400/- Sr. : 3 Name of work with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-58 ADEN-AWR Zone no. 1 Rewari (incl.) to
Ajarka (km.29/0), for Sanitary, all type of repair and Horticulture work & road works etc. as per USSOR-2010 of NWR for the
period of 01.07.2020 to 30.06.2021 Approx Cost of work : 10000000/- Earnest money Rs. : 200000/- Sr.: 4 Name of work
with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-59 ADEN-AWR Zone no. 2 Ajarka (km.29/0) to Alwar (Km.78/1), for Sanitary, all type of
repair and Horticulture work & road works etc. as per USSOR-2010 of NWR for the period of 01.07.2020 to 30.06.2021
Approx Cost of work :8886536/- Earnest money Rs. : 177700/- Sr.: 5 Name of work with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-
60 ADEN-BKI Zone no. 3 Alwar (Km. 78/1) to Bandikui (incl.) for Sanitary, all type of repair and Horticulture work & road works
etc. as per USSOR-2010 of NWR for the period of 01.07.2020 to 30.06.2021. Approx Cost of work : 16228833/- Earnest
money Rs. : 231100/- Sr. : 6 Name of work with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-61 ADEN-BKI Zone no. 3© Bandikui (excl.) to
Km. 214/1 for Sanitary, all type of repair and Horticulture work & road works etc.
01.07.2020 to 30.06.2021 Approx Cost of work : 5001119/- Earnest money Rs. : 100000/- Sr. : 7 Name of work with
location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-62 ADEN (HQ) IlI/JP Zone no. 4, 6 & 6A- Ganpati Nagar Railway colony & Loco Colony staff
quarters & Service buildings for Sanitary work , all type of repair work, road work & horticulture work as per USSOR 2010 for
the period of 01.07.20 to 30.6.21 Approx Cost of work : 4000000/- Earnest money Rs. : 80000/- Sr. : 8 Name of work
with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-63 ADEN (HQ) Ill /JP Zone no. 5, 5A & 5B.
quarters, Service buildings of Station Area including ancillary buildings like booking, parcel, PRS etc. (Area controlled by
Station Director) & Service buildings of DRM office , RCT, SSE(W)-S-1, SSE(P.Way)-South & North-JP, Offices of station area
which is not controlled by station director etc. for Sanitary work, all type of repair work , any type of road work & Horticulture
work as per USSOR of 2010 for the period of 01.07.20 to 30.6.21 Approx Cost of work : 6000000/~ Earnest money Rs. :
120000/- Sr. : 9 Name of work with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-64 ADEN (Line)/JP Zone no. 7 SWM (Excl.) to CKS (Incl.)
Railway colony staff quarters & etc. service buildings for Sanitary work, all type of repair work and Horticulture work and Any
type of road work on Level crossings of entire Section or any where in Colonies or Station premises as per USSOR of 2010 for
the period of 01.07.20 to 30.06.21 Approx Cost of work : 7000000/- Earnest money Rs. : 140000/- Sr.: 10 Name of work
with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-65 ADEN (Line)/JP Zone no. 7A JP (Excl.) to Hirnoda (incl.) Railway colony staff quarters
& etc. service buildings for Sanitary work, all type of repair work and Horticulture work and Any type of road work on Level
crossings of entire Section or any where in Colonies or Station premises as per USSOR of 2010 for the period of 01.07.20 to
30.06.21 Approx Cost of work :3065800/- Earnest money Rs.: 61300/- Sr.: 11 Name of work with location : ENGG-JP-

Madar (Excl.) Railway colony staff quarters etc. (other than service buildings) for Sanitary work, all type of repair work and
Horticulture work and Any type of road work in Colonies premises as per USSOR of 2010 for the period of 01.07.20 to
30.06.21 Approx Cost of work : 14073587/- Earnest money Rs. : 220400/- Sr. : 12 Name of work with location : ENGG-
JP-2020-21-67 ADEN/FL Zone no. 8A Phulera station and Phulera to Hirnoda (Excl.
Madar (Excl.) Service buildings (other than staff quarter) for Sanitary work, all type of repair work and Horticulture work and
Any type of road work as per USSOR 2010 for the period of 01.07.20 to 30.06.21 Approx Cost of work :9453412/- Earnest
money Rs. : 189100/- Sr. : 13 Name of work with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-68 ADEN/RGS Zone No. 9 Rewari (Excl.) to
Dabla Railway colony staff quarters & service buildings for Sanitary work , all type of repair work and Horticulture work road
work etc. As per USSOR of 2010 for the period of 01.07.20 to 30.06.21 Approx Cost of work : 7499895/- Earnest money
Rs. : 150000/- Sr. : 14 Name of work with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-69 ADEN/RGS Zone No. 10 JP(Excl.) to RGS (Incl.)
& RNW(Excl.) to DBLA(Excl.) Railway colony staff quarters & service buildings for Sanitary work, all type of repair work , road
work, Horticulture work etc. as per USSOR of 2010 for the period of 01.07.20 to 30.06.21 Approx Cost of work : 7497305/-
Earnest money Rs. : 150000/- Sr. : 15 Name of work with location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-70 ADEN/SIKR Zone No. 11 RGS
(Excl.) to LHU (Excl.) with Loco shed area and SIKR (Incl.) to Churu (Excl.) Railway colony staff quarters and service
buildings for Sanitary work, all type of repair work, road work and Horticulture work as per USSOR of 2010 for the period of 01-
07 2020 to 30.06.2021. Approx Cost of work : 7499998/- Earnest money Rs. : 150000/~ Sr. : 16 Name of work with
location : ENGG-JP-2020-21-71 ADEN (HQ) -1/JP Zone no. 12 & 12(A) - Jagatpura Railway officers bungalow colony, Rail
Nikunj officers colony, New Rly staff colony etc. and New NWR HQ office building at Jawahar circle GTJT etc. for Sanitary
work, all type of repair work , Any type of road work etc. (except Horticulture work) as per USSOR of 2010 for the period of
01.07.20 to 30.06.21 Approx Cost of work : 7000000/- Earnest money Rs. : 140000/- 1. Detail is available on N.W.Rly
website-www.ireps.gov.in and Notice Board in WA section, DRM Office, NWR/Jaipur. Tender No ENGG-JP-2020-21-56 to
ENGG-JP-2020-21-71is to be closed on 28.09.20 at 15.30 hrs and opened on 28.09.20 at 16.00 hrs

Please join us on [l [{J /NWRailways

portal of IREPS - www.ireps.gov.in offers
are invited for supply of the following
materials: The closing time for all tenders
is at 14.00 hr. Sl.No. 01 Tender No.
06205008 Brief Description: Relay QN1
8F/8B and Relay QN1 12F/4B Quantity:
15519 Nos. Published on/time:
28.08.2020/12:12:09 Closing on:
28.09.20. Fund: Fund is available. SI.No.
02 Tender No. 04204713 Brief
Description: Air Brake Hose Coupling
Brake Pipe Quantity: 9621 Nos.
Published on/time:01.09.2020/14:08:15
Closing on: 28.09.20. Fund: Fund is
available. Participants are required to
submit their offer only on-line through the
web portal of IREPS- www.ireps.gov.in
before the closing date and time. Other
details regarding Consignee and detailed
description of stores are available in
tender document in tender notice on the
above portal.

Principal Chief Material Manager
PR/577/HQ/STORE/T/20-21/32

USSOR-2010 of NWR for the period of

- Kalwar colony, Panipatch colony staff

e-tender Notice

e-tender Notice No. 27 of 2020-21
(Open)-Engg/DDU On line (through
e-tendering) for the following work
is invited by DRM/Engg/DDU for
and on behalf of the President of
India from experienced and
financially as well as technically
sound contractors including those
enlisted with the Railway, CPWD,
BSNL, MES, PWD and other public
sector undertakings. Tender No.13-
DDU-SRDEN-1-20-21 (i) Name of
work with its location:
Maintenance of Bikramganj section
from XBKJ to ARA under
SSE(P.Way)/XBKJ and
ADEN/XBKJ. (ii) Approx. cost of
the work: I 5597562.31/- (iii)
Earnest Money: % 112000.00/- (iv)
Date & time for submission of e-
tender: 24.09.2020, Up-to 12.00
hrs. (v) Website particulars of e-
tendering:www.ireps.gov.in.
Divisional Railway Manager
E.C.Rly./DDU
PR/578/DDU/ENGG/T/20-21/36

,Phulera to Renwal (Incl) and Phulera to

) ,Phulera to Renwal (Incl) and Phulera to
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FRANCE ’KEEPER M ANDANDA TESTS POSITIVE

France goalkeeper Steve Mandanda has been withdrawn from the squad ahead of upcoming
matches after testing positive for the coronavirus. The whole squad and staff underwent a
test on Wednesday afternoon and Mandanda's result came back positive for Covid-19
following a second test to confirm it.

TARIQPANJA
SEPTEMBER 4

LIONEL MESSI is still angry with Barcelona.
He s still frustrated with Barcelona. But, ina
sudden and dramatic reversal, he said Friday
that he is not prepared to go to war with
Barcelona and, so, will stay after all.

In a decision he announced in an inter-
view with the website Goal, Messi said he
had withdrawn a letter announcing his in-
tention to leave Barcelona and would stay
with the football club that he has called
home for his entire professional career.

The decision is an abrupt about-face for
Messi, who on August 25 informed the club
in writing that he would exercise a clause in
his contract that allowed him to leave the
club unilaterally. It also spares the team the
embarrassment of losing its most beloved,
and most valuable, asset without receiving
a transfer fee.

All's not well yet

But it may do little to resolve months of
turmoil at Barcelona, a downward spiral that
has involved coaching changes, boardroom
intrigue and public bickering. The club
reached a nadir with a humbling 8-2 defeat
at the hands of the German champion
Bayern Munich in the quarterfinals of the
Champions League last month.

The announcement that he would stay
came hours after Messi’s father and agent,
Jorge, had appeared to double down on the
player’s stated intention to leave, and after
the Spanish league had declared a€700 mil-
lion release clause in Messi’s contract was
valid. That set the stage for an ugly legal fight
between the player and the club, and Messi,
in his interview with Goal, appeared to back
away rather than face Barcelona in court.

Mincing no words

“I'would never go to war against the club
of my life,” Messi said.

But the manner of Messi’s decision and
the contentious language he used evenas he
confirmed his decision to stay at Barcelona
piles yet more pressure on the club’s embat-
tled president Josep Maria Bartomeu. Messi
said Bartomeu, already under pressure be-

No Messy exit

Barcelona superstar ends speculation about his future by announcing that he will stay with the club

On August 25, Lionel Messi had informed the club in writing that he would exercise

aclause in his contract that allowed him to leave the club unilaterally.

Reuters

Iwasn’t happy and | wanted to
leave. | have not been allowed this
inany way and | will stay at the club
soas not togetinto alegal dispute.
The management of the club led by
Bartomeuis adisaster.”

LIONEL MESSI
BARCELONA FORWARD

cause of a spate of ugly boardroom dramas,
reneged on a promise to let him leave at the
end of last season.

“I wasn’t happy and [ wanted to leave,”
Messi said in the Goal interview. “I have not
been allowed this in any way and I will stay
atthe clubsoasnot to getintoalegal dispute.

The management of the club led by
Bartomeu is a disaster.”

He added: “I thought and was sure that I
was free to leave; the president always said
thatat the end of the season I could decide if
[stayed or not. Now they cling to the fact that
[ did not say it before June 10, when it turns
out thatonJune 10 we were competing for La
Liga in the middle of this awful coronavirus
and this disease altered all the season.”

Itis not the first time Messi has reversed
course. The forward caused hysteria in his
homeland in 2016 when he quit the national
team, citing his frustration with the federa-
tion. But less than two months later, amid
pleas from teammates, fans and even the
country’s president, Messi changed his mind.

NEW YORK TIMES

Reality of legal battle kept
Messi from leaving

DAYS AFTER dropping the bombshell that he
wanted to leave Barcelona, Lionel Messi on
Friday said, rather reluctantly, he will con-
tinue playing for his childhood club for at
least one more year. Messi's decision, how-
ever, seems forced than being out of choice.
In an interview to Goal, the Argentine for-
ward said the reason he has changed his
mind is because he would ‘never go to court
against Barca'.

On August 26, Messi sent a burofax - a
court-recognised service in Spain used to send
secure documents - to Barcelona,
stating he wanted to trigger the
clause that allowed him to leave the
club at the end of any0 season.

The clause was inserted in his
contract last September and it al-
lowed Messi to unilaterally leave
the club at the end of each season.  _
The only condition was Messi had
toinform the club of his intention before June
10 each year, considering that the season
usually ends by the first week of June. And if
Messi chose to leave Barcelona without giv-
ing the notice, his suitors would have to pay
the Catalan side €700 million, which is the
forward’s buyout fee.

EXPLAINED

The legal dilemma

The hefty buyout package, coupled with
Messi’s annual wage of $156 million a year,
made a normal, off-season transfer unafford-
able for most clubs. So, Messi told Barcelona
he wanted to leave, citing the exit clause in
his contract.

Barcelona, however, did not play ball.
Messi told Goal in an interview: “I thought
and was sure that I was free to leave, the pres-
ident always said that at the end of the sea-
sonIcould decide if I stayed or not. Now they
cling to the fact that I did not say it before
June 10, whenit turns out that on June 10 we
were competing for La Liga in the middle of
this awful coronavirus and this disease al-
tered all the season.”

Itwasreported that a reunion
with his former manager Pep
Guardiola was on the cards after
itemerged that City had lined up
abid to sign him.

The conflicting stand taken by both sides
meant the situation could be solved only if
Messi took the club to the
court. That, however, would
have been a long-drawn
process and given that the foot-
ball season in Europe begins
later this month, a court battle
would not have served any-
one’s purpose. “There was an-
other way and it was to go to
trial," he said. “I would never go to court
against Barca because it is the club that I love,
which gave me everything since [ arrived.”

The future

Does this mean Messi will leave
Barcelona after the end of the 2020-21 sea-
son? That cannot be said for sure. It is evident
that Messi wanted to leave the club because
of his issues with the board and president
Josep Bartomeu in particular. That does not
change. It was reported that a reunion with
his former manager Pep Guardiola was on
the cards after it emerged that Manchester
City had lined up a bid to sign him. From
Messi's statements, it is evident that he
wanted to leave Barcelona and it was only
the complications in the exit clause that
made him stay.

“... this is the reason why I am going to
continue in the club. Now I am going to
continue in the club because the president
told me that the only way to leave was to
pay the €700 million clause, and that this is
impossible.” ENS

Citing personal
reasons,
Harbhajan
pulls out of IPL

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER 4

OFF-SPINNER Harbhajan Singh has pulled
out of the upcoming Indian Premier League
(IPL) citing personal reasons. After Suresh
Raina’s departure last week, the 40-year-
old has become the second high-profile
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) player to pull
out of the tournament.

“Dear Friends I will not be playing IPL this
year due to personal reasons. These are dif-
ficult times and I would expect some privacy
asIspend time with my family. @ChennailPL
CSK management has been extremely sup-
portive and I wish them a great IPL,”
Harbhajan posted on Twitter.

CSKare standing by Harbhajan. “Harbhajan
Singh informed us he won't be available due
to personal reasons. Team Chennai Super Kings
is supportive of his decision and stands by him
and his family during these testing times,” CSK
chief executive Kasi Viswanathan stated
through the franchise’s official Twitter handle.

It is learnt that the team management
will have a meeting to “reassess the road
ahead”, in terms of seeking a replacement.
The three-time IPL champions still have
Imran Tahir, Ravindra Jadeja, Mitchell
Santner, Piyush Chawla and Karn Sharma as
their frontline spinners.

Harbhajan joined CSK from Mumbai
Indiansin 2018 and over the past couple of sea-
sons he accounted for 23 wickets in 24
matches. He, in fact, had a strong season in
2019, taking 16 wickets at an economy rate of
alittle over 7. Overall, Harbhajan is one of the
most successful bowlers in the IPL with 150
scalps, only behind Lasith Malinga (170) and
Amit Mishra (157).

Harbhajan, one of India’s finest off-spin-
ners ever with 417 Test wickets, didn’t attend
CSK’s pre-departure camp in Chennai and also
didn’t travel with the team to Dubai. Several
members of the CSK contingent, including two
cricketers, had tested coronavirus positive in
Dubai ahead of the IPL in the United Arab
Emirates. The team then suffered another
blow, as Raina decided to return home due to
personal reasons.

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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Monetary matters
@ are again

could mean that
this is a fine day for a spot of
On adeeper psychological
level you are driven by a need
valued. Honestly, you
probably deserve alittle
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highlighted, which
uncontrollable extravagance.
to feel appreciated and
extra attention.
you to act with
this really is a case of least said,

PRORE BONT ™\ o RAE | | oM ABSTLUTRAL wom, vou | [ WELL, WOT  f PRETTY F DID oA soonest mended. You may
UNGERSTRAMD WE . ) A CMRDT| | S8, W SidS. | HEVE & 5| GEALY, BUT | SMRET. I & EMESSS THIS turnyour attention to friends
v g L . ] * and loved ones who need your
THEL THMT RLALLE T TRUNTH, CE‘HI'F”CP-IE-;; Mo UHE BNER GEHINS, | CARDT WiTH ] support, not a ticking off.
ACROSS . DOWN . 5 g tlhﬂ b CARD- FF.‘ CEEI'I'I"HED t-l CI-IE-'-\':-'S Ii"l'ﬁ ) ﬁ. ELHEHII-R.'MEQ? I Respect authority by all
1 Extensive property (10) 1 Limitsone’sambitions (4) ARG RIS 2y GEMIUS " THINGS ) 8
6 Feathered, they skim the 2 Musketeer's call for anon- P 1 Ak LB S "y means, but don’t be cowed
water (4) share policy? (3,3,3) - e HET R TS 3 by it.
10 Iheld out for foreign capital 3 Whathe does is appropriate i| AT THE FREME GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
(5) () SHOP, Discretion may be
11 Promote a murderer and 4 Clergymen curse at changes #
the better part of
cause uproar (5,4) (7) i valour, at least for
12 Paper that’s bought to be 5 Putitinlog whenworking(7) L e anothér twenty-four
thrown away (8) ) 7 Unal:‘ole to sleep because of an hours. At home you are likely to
13 Lad thatis treated right may all-night pa}rfyv(s) beina crusading mood and, if
N A ‘ syl gt
new boots (7) Y 9 He I’I?;. n(;t like women. Bet shilss people’s battles as f they were
- may s your own. Watch out that you
17 Old woman, maybe a Alice can change him (8) don’t shoulder too much
grandma(7) 14 Ghastly woman author with ibili
19 Change gears, points and blue veins (10) MARVIN by Tom Armstron g responsibility, though.
lubricants(7) 16 Meetings that have no CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
21 Aviation spirit(7) standing?(8) MOM AND DAD WON'T LET THEN THEY GETMEAPET | | 12 A LITTLE You may well feel
22 Icomplain when she returns 18 Very pleased with the lamp ME WATCH TV BECALISE THAT | CAN METL BLUT | SOMNSISTENSY T @ that relations,
(5) indeed (9) friends and even
24 Oneis notexpected to live on 20 Atleasthe’s private (7) THE’-—Y 5!'!"3" | NEED T™= F'-'\"E-.l'-'-'l-'iIII {:AM'T .‘:'7"4"—.-'4'.:"III 'HITH .E MMI:H T'E:' .I"-'I'EF: F'GE? business associates
them (4,4) 21 Effusive oil producers? =i MORE i E — 4§ have been unreasonable, not
27 Insulting attack (9) 7) | [_ to say unkind. However, over
28 It'ssaid in France to be the 23 Bid fora chest without a top i the next week or so, you will
same (5) (5) begin to see how you can gain
29 Portarea(4) 25 Left port with cargo (5) : the upper hand, especially in
30 Justnow - or just Christmas? 26 Reproduction is some matter £ cash matters. If you do get an
(73) for printers (4) = advantage, use it wisely.
Solutions Crossword 4215: Across: 1 Reserve, 5 Regal, 8 Tailoring, 9 Fan, 10 Rare, 12 ‘[ LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Smashhit, 14 Drawer, 15 Metric, 17 Sets free, 18 Beta, 21 Rue, 22 Aftermath, 24 Defoe, 3 Your confidence is
25Legends. Down: 1Rotor, 2 Ski, 3 Room, 4 Enigma, 5 Register, 6 Gift horse, 7 Lunatic, 11 E settorise -a
Roastbeef, 13 Selfsame, 14 Desired, 16 Mental, 19 Ashes, 20 Drag, 23 Ann. ﬁ process which you
canaid. If you
abandon lingering pride, you
will begin to realise that
nobody has genuinely
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 3s offended or slighted you.
Instructions T 3 - e == Perhaps you should give a
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, m 116433825 TF partner the benefit of the
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get everydigit from1t09 2 3 < 1 c doubt. You know it makes
the answer for the given qui N i E E E 1 ? o 3 E 4 sense.
the given quip. o - o must appearin each of the 41 a5 s} } ’
Nobody ever did, or ever will, escape the____of his -AlfredA. t(12) ol e g ~ T 3564 2/B9 1 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23
column o) (Aug24-Sep23)
< each of the nine horizontal 3|5 [ a BlFigls 24961 3 Even current battles
GSEEE AHHCNU = rows andineach of the & a 5 q =) 45276 1la 8 2 over meiltteﬁs Ofd ‘
! nine boxes. | | (77 =) principle should do
N — N nm | [FRAHREHEE P A
a o i interests. In affairs of the heart,
EYNOS EINUC " — = 0 you should concentrate on
Q’ a D'f_f'cmty Levgl _ i ] i I 3 I 411 5 54/1(8/3 BT 2 friendship rather than intensity
..- Ts=Veryeasy; 25 = Easy; 3 T o 3ol 5T 46 and passion. Ifyou're inan
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; (@] 1 7 o B extravagant mood, you may
5s=Very Hard; 6s = 4 B 0 g 2 1 411/9{5/3 now spend on pleasure rather
11adeIuo VY payjIy - Genius than necessities.
*$92101]2 S1Y] JO Sa2UINDISU0I 341 9IS ‘[[IM 19A3 10 ‘PIP 19A3 APOCON :19msuy .
ADNINO ‘HONNVH ‘AFSON ‘ASTAD :NOLLNTOS

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

It's an imaginative

moment, and artistic

and creative types

should redouble
their efforts. This includes all of
you to some extent, for what is
common to your sign is an
ability to perform every task
with original and expressive
flare. What's more, your
valuable experience is also
coming into play now.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

Itis perhaps too
much toexpect
partners to
compromise. But,
then, why should they? You may
have avery good instinct for
whatis right in general, but
others have amuch more
appropriate notion of what is
best in particular circumstances.

Listen well, for you might hear

something of value!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
It'saday for work.
This doesn’t
necessarily mean that
you'll be tied to

routine chores, butitdoes

indicate that the most
appropriate leisure activities will
be those that keep you active -
and involve new skills. In fact, you
might find that a private interest
could bring financial profit.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Give a priority to
pleasure today. It's
definitely amoment
togetoutand about

and all sporting and competitive

types are favoured. You could
well be ready for
aquietevening, or, if you're
going out, some sort of

serious entertainment. Old-

fashioned pleasures could be

most attractive.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Encouraging
planetary aspects
relate to money and
to family affairs. If any

sort of domestic spendingison

the cards, evenif you'rein the
housing market, the indications
are exceedingly positive indeed.

The best relationships are based

around shared activities rather

than raw passion.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
There’s a sort of
growing exuberance
today, perhapsa
sense of anticipation.

Youmay hear long-awaited

personal news but, if it doesn’t

arrive, you should take the
initiative. Your emotions
continue to benefit from smooth

Venusian influences and mature

Saturnine instincts.
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