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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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SIXMONTHS INTO PANDEMIC

No end date, no vaccine yet; stimulus
rolling, won’t hesitate to spend: FM

Rural economy picking up, labour
back, Ministry response quicker: FIM

‘Hurting the farmers?
How? Ask us one

From RBI & public
sector banks to LIC,
2205 cr to PM Cares
from staff salaries

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

IT'SNOT just a wide range of cen-
tral educational institutions, at
least seven public sector banks,
seven other leading financial in-
stitutions and insurers, and the
RBI, have together contributed
Rs 204.75 crore from their staff
salaries to the Prime Minister’s
Citizen Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situations (PM
CARES)fund, RTIrecords accessed
by The Indian Express show.

Of these, records show, Life
Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC), General Insurance Corpo-
ration of India (GIC) and National
Housing Bank also contributed
over Rs 144.5 crore separately
from their Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) allocation
and other provisions.

This takes the total contribu-
tion from the 15 government
banks and institutions that re-
sponded to RTI queries from The

JASWANT SINGH | 1938-2020

YOUR RIGHT
TO KNOW

AN EXPRESS RTI
APPLICATION

Indian Express to Rs 349.25 crore.

The Prime Minister’s Office,
which manages the fund, hasde-
clined to furnish details of contri-
butions received, saying that PM
CARES is “not a public authority
under the..RTI Act”.

Topping the list of public sec-
tor banks and institutions that
responded to RTI queries (see
chart), LIC alone gave Rs 113.64
crore to PM CARES under various
categories: Rs 8.64 crore from
staff salaries, Rs 100 crore under
“Corporate Communication”
and Rs 5 crore under “Golden
Jubilee Foundation”.

Records show that LIC’s con-
tribution of Rs 100 crore was
made on March 31 —Rs 5 crore,
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The courteous scholar-politician
often out of sync with his party
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Chairman
‘Was
surrounded
by some
hostile
members’

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

RESPONDING TO The Indian
Express report that two
Opposition MPs were in their
seats when they asked for divi-
sion on the farm Bills, Deputy
Chairman Harivansh, in a state-
ment Sunday, said it was “true”
that DMK MP Tiruchi Siva had
demanded a division from his
seat but he pointed out that “or:
derinthe House” is “equally im-
portant” to have a division.

The Indian Express, after re-
viewing the official footage of
Rajya Sabha TV between 1 pm —
when the Deputy Chairman ex-
tended the sitting — to 1.26 pm
when the House was adjourned
for 15 minutes, reported that
Siva had demanded a division
from his seat at 1.10 pm. And that
CPM’s KKK Ragesh, too, was in his
seat at 1:11 pm when he de-
manded adivision onanamend-
ment moved by him to the bill.

This contradicted the Deputy
Chairman’s contention that
members needed to be in their
seat to ask for a division.
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A RED initiative appears
in today’s edition of

The Indian Express. These
pages are an initiative of
the marketing solutions
team of The Indian
Express Group and
contain content paid for
by advertisers. These
pages should be read as
an advertisement.
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A RED initiative appears
in today’s edition of

The Indian Express. These
pages are an initiative of
the marketing solutions
team of The Indian
Express Group and
contain content paid for
by advertisers. These
pages should be read as
an advertisement.

A LoNG HAUL

Army soldiers operating a T-90 Bhishma tank near the Line of Actual Control in eastern Ladakh on Sunday. AN

NDA only in name...no meeting
called by PM all these years: Sukhbir

NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 27

A DAY after snapping ties with
the BJP, Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) president Sukhbir Singh
Badal on Sunday said the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) had lost credibility in the
last 10 years and was an alliance
“justin name".

Speaking to The Indian

‘Proper
relationship
during
Vajpayee’s
time’

Express, Badal said, “For the last
seven, eight... 10 years or so, NDA
is justin name. There is nothing
in the NDA. No discussions, no
planning, no meetings. [ do not

Ex-staffer linked to Johar
firm claims NCB forced
him to implicate director

SADAF MODAK &
MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 27

A FORMER executive producer
of Dharmatic Entertainment, the
sister concern of Karan Johar’s
Dharma Productions, told a
Mumbai court on Sunday that
the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) had forced him to falsely

implicate Johar and other execu-
tives of the film production com-
pany in a case of alleged con-
sumption of drugs.

The former Dharmatic
Entertainment employee, Kshitij
Prasad, was called in by NCB on
Friday in connection with its in-
vestigation into the alleged
“drugs nexus” in Bollywood, and
placed under arrest on Saturday.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

remember a day in the last 10
years when the Prime Minister
called an NDA meeting for lunch
to discuss what they have in
mind. Alliances should not be on
paper... Before this, during (Atal
Bihari) Vajpayee’s time, there
used to be a proper relationship.
My father is a founder member
of the NDA...It'’s sad that we cre-
ated the NDA but the NDA is not
there today."
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

THE WORLD

REPUBLICANS IN
SENATE MOVE TO
CONFIRM TRUMP’S
SUPREME COURT
PICK BARRETT
PAGE 13

After meeting
with Shah,
leaders from
Ladakh call off

poll boycott

DIPANKAR GHOSE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

THE GOVERNMENT on Sunday
announced it would consider all
“issues related to language, de-
mography, ethnicity, land and
jobs” for which the Ladakhi peo-
ple have demanded constitu-
tional protection.

The People’s Movement for
Constitutional Safeguard, an
umbrella body of the Ladakhi
leadership, agreed to call off its
boycott of the Ladakh
Autonomous Hill Development
Council (LAHDC) elections
scheduled for October 16.

The contours of a broad un-
derstanding were reached at a
meeting of three senior Ladakhi
leaders with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Saturday.
The announcement was made
by Minister of State for Youth
Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju,
Minister of State for Home

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Rhea ki aukaat to waiver from govt:
how Bihar DGP stoops to conquer
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SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, SEPTEMBER 27

SEVEN MONTHS ago, he started
his own YouTube channel and
got professionals to manage his
Facebook and Twitter accounts.
Then, he took on the Opposition
for questioning the Bihar gov-
ernment’s handling of a triple
murder case in Gopalganj. Last
month, he became the face of
the state’s pursuit of the Sushant
Singh Rajput suicide case.

On Sunday, it all fell into
place.

Pandey with Nitish Kumar in Patna Sunday. P11

Within just five days of tak-
ing voluntary retirement, his
three-month notice period
waived off, former Bihar DGP

Gupteshwar Pandey joined the

ruling JD(U) in the presence of

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Bending
® thebar

EXPLAINED

BY WAIVING off his
three-month notice pe-
riod, the Bihar govern-
ment has bent over back-
wards to facilitate former
DGP Gupteshwar
Pandey’s entry into
politics. It's not the first
time, though. Pandey
took VRS in 2009, too, to
contest the Lok Sabha
polls before changing his
mind — he was allowed
toreturn as IGP.

COOMIKAPOOR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

JASWANT SINGH, 82, was always
somewhat of a misfit in the BJP,
aparty he helped found in 1980,
and which he ably represented
as a nine-time parliamentarian
and minister with key portfolios
in the Vajpayee years between
1998 and 2004.

But the former Army Major
with his liberalism, courteous
old world military mannerisms,
his interest in books and schol-
arship, and his outspokenness,
was often out of sync with many
in his party — the reason he was
twice expelled from the BJP.

At the time of his death,
Singh was no longer in the party,
but the tributes paid to him by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh, who were partly respon-
sible for his removal in 2014, in-
dicated that despite differences,
the BJP’s top leadership appreci-
ated his valuable contributions
to the party.

Singh'’s biggest supporter in
the BJP was Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
who recognised his worth.
During Vajpayee’s two tenures
as Prime Minister, Singh was

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Rajnath Singh pays tribute
toJaswant Singh, in New
Delhi on Sunday. P11

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

ANHONOURABLE
MAN

BY SUDHEENDRA KULKARNI
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BENGALURU AIRPORT TOCITY CENTRE IN10 MINS? VIRGIN HYPERLOOP TO STUDY

FEASIBILITY

Virgin Hyperloop and Bangalore International Airport Limited (BIAL) Sunday signed an MoU to conduct a
feasibility study for a proposed hyperloop corridor from Kempegowda International Airport to Bengaluru city.

VIDEO OF THE DAY

EXPRESS EXPLAINED

ODISHA CENTENARIAN
TEACHES KIDS FOR FREE
The Jajpur man has
been teaching for the
last 75 years

WHAT IS THE COUPLE
CHALLENGE?

Why is the police
warning people not to
participate?

EXPRESS

The FinCEN files: How
dirty money travels
around the world

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Today on the ‘3 Things’ podcast, we talk
about the key takeaways of the FinCEN files
investigation and what it reveals about big

banks.
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Sitharaman

Express (detailed transcript to be
published tomorrow), Sithara-
mansaid, “Sixmonths haven’t re-
ally reduced the challenges but
the nature of challenges has
changed... and the ministry is
now quicker than what it was in
terms of responding.”

She said that although the
numbers per million and the
mortality ratio were both low for
avariety of reasons — including
heightened public awareness
and caution — the Covid-19 was
still very much a worry. From so-
cial distancing to face masks and
frequent hand-washing, “you
are doing all this with no mate-

rial change in terms of handling
the pandemic”, she said.

“You don’t have a sure-shot
vaccine, you don’t have a clear-cut
end date; and with reports in
some places that people who
have been cured, are getting it
back... big uncertainties are play-
ingin the minds of entrepreneurs,
small and medium,” she said.

This has adversely impacted
economic activity, particularly
the services sector, which ac-
counts for almost 55 per cent of
GDP. Manufacturing sectors
have slowly bounced back with
capacity utilisation across sev-
eral industries reverting to pre-
Covid-19 levels.

From India Inc, she said, she

had gathered that migrant work-
ers were returning to labour-in-
tensive industries such as gar-
ments and apparel, and exports
in certain sectors (steel, for ex-
ample) was also picking up, with
the pace of increase in overseas
demand higher than domestic
demand. “This matches with the
ministry’s own findings,” she
said. The economy can draw
comfort from rural areas which
were witnessing full-blown ac-
tivity. “This is a big story... not
justagriculture, but non-agricul-
ture rural activities are also ro-
bust,” she said.

Broad high-frequency indica-
tors reveal that the economy has,
over the last three months, recov-

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I Veenaspouse of Pardeep
Kumar, address house
number 109 Preet colony,
Jandli, Ambala, Haryana
134003 have changed my name
from Veenato Veenaranivide
affidavit dated 25/07/2020
before magistrate Ambala
Haryana. 0050169730-1

I,Reeta,W/0-Vinod Kumar,R/0-
H.N0.1/9994,Gali No.3,West
Gorakh Park,Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,have changed my
name to Ritu for all future
purposes. 0040549787-1

,DEVENDER KUMAR,S/O HARI
CHAND MIDHA R/0O-37, THIRD-
FLOOR NORTHEX,MODEL-
TOWN,DELHI-110009,DECLARE
THAT MY NAME HAS BEEN
WRONGLY WRITTEN AS
DEVENDER MIDHA IN MY
MINOR DAUGHTER(LAVYA
MIDHA)EDUCATIONAL-
DOCUMENTS. THAT ACTUAL-
NAME OF MINE IS DEVENDER
KUMAR. 0040549787-2

l,Rajendra Kumar R/0 90/56
S.F.,Malviya Nagar, New Delhi
have changed my name to
Rajendra Kumar Agarwal for
all purposes. 0040549688-1

I, Indra Kumari R/0 90/56
S.F.,Malviya Nagar, New Delhi
have changed my name to
Indra Agarwal for all
purposes. 0040549689-1

I, Anjali Sharma d/o Ram
Pavitira Gupta r/o WZ-842,
Badial Mohalla, Palam Village,
Delhi-110045 have changed
my name to ANJALI GUPTA.

0040549748-1

I Anurag Son Of Manoj Kumar
Srivastav resident of house
no 594 galino 1 near air force
station, RajokriSouth West
Delhi 110038 have changed
my name from Anurag TO
Anurag Srivastav vide
affidavit dated 22/09/2020 at
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Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
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associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
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E-TENDER NOTICE
OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 05SEE20-
21.The DRM (Engg.)/SEE for and on behalf
of the President of India invites Open E-
Tenders for the following works. The last
date of online E-tendering is 15.10.2020 up
to 13:00 hrs. All information and tender
documents related to E-tender is available
on website —www.ireps.gov.in.

1. Name of Work with Item no. : Water
Control and Fishing Right in the section
Hajipur (in) — Sonpur (ex) north and south
side of railway track excluding G.M. Office
campus and land proposed there for from
Km. 265/13-265/70 and Km 264/11 to
263/12 approx. 200 acre land. Approx Cost
(in %) : %5,18,100/-, Earnest Money (in ) :
%10,400/-.

2. Name of Work with Item no. : Water
Control and Fishing right between Sahebpur
Kamal—Khagaria Section from Km. 136/4 to
128/7 Bridge No. 16 under jurisdiction of
ADEN/E/BJU for the period 36 months
(01.04.2020 to 31.03.2023). Approx Cost (in
%) : %22,00,143/-, Earnest Money (in ) :
344,000/-.

3. Name of Work with Item no. : Water
control and Fishing right of Umesh Nagar -
Mansi Section from Km. 128/7 to 116/0
under jurisdiction ADEN/E/BJU for the
period 36 months (01.04.2020 to
31.03.2023). Approx Cost (in %) :
322,64,031/)-, Earnest Money (in %) :
345,300/-.

4. Name of Work with Item no. : Water
control and Fishing Right on Railway land
from Barauni (ex) to Bachchwara (in)
section in the jurisdiction of ADEN/West/
Barauni for the period of three (03) years
from 01.04.20 to 31.03.2023. Approx Cost
(in %) : 31,04,610/~, Earnest Money (in ) :
32,100/-.

5. Name of Work with Item no. : Left over
work of newly opened line between
Bhagwanpur - Ghoshwar section of
Hajipur- Ramdyalu doubling project. Approx
Cost (in %) : %2,11,90,050.39, Earnest
Money (in%):%2,56,000/-.

6. Name of Work with Item no. : Between
Hajipur— Chhapra Gramin Section: TRR (S)
of existing 52 kg/72 UTS rail on PSC - 60
sleeper with SH 52kg/90UTS rail in loop
lines of different yards Total = 3.49 TKm.
(Ancillary works of maintenance of loop
lines and yards between Hajipur — Chhapra
Gramin under ADEN/Line/SEE. Approx
Cost (in ) : T48,71,721.44, Earnest Money
(in%):%97,400/-.

7. Name of Work with Item no. : Periodical
painting of major bridges no. 78DN, 77ADN,
78A DN, 78B DN, 78C DN, 10 (Kursela) ,
ROB Muzaffarpur - Ramdyalunagar, ROB-
28 Spl (Mansi) for the year 2019-20 in
Sonpur division under Dy. CE/BRL/HJP.
Approx Cost (in%) : ¥56,63,724.68, Earnest
Money (in%):%1,13,300/-.

8. Name of Work with Item no. : Between
Bachhwara - Hajipur Section : Through
switch & crossing renewal with 60kg, 1in 12
curved switch & CMS crossing on existing
PSC Sleeper Total = 40 sets (Ancillary work :
deep screening of turn out and
miscellaneous items under ADEN/Line/
Sonpur. Approx Cost (in %) : 361,94,869.40,
EarnestMoney (in ) :31,23,900/-.

9. Name of Work with Item no. : At Hajipur :
Supply and fixing of fire extinguisher,
hydrant and Underground RCC tank for GM
Office at Hajipur (HQ). Approx Cost (in %) :
367,58,926.97, Earnest Money (in %) :
1,35,200/-.

10. Name of Work with Item no. : At Sonpur :
Proposed repairs of roofing wall, sump for
subway and Binod Bhawan. Approx Cost (in
%) : ¥73,13,723/-, Earnest Money (in ) :
31,46,300/-.

11. Name of Work with Item no. : At
Nayagaon : Repair of Wharf surface,
approach road and improvement of basic
facilities of goods shed. Approx Cost (in %) :
366,20,493.16, Earnest Money (in %) :
%1,32,400/-.

12. Name of Work with Item no. : Between
Hajipur — Chhapra Kachehri Section : (i)
TWR = 23.03 Km. (ii) TTR (CS-CMSC) = 7
Sets, (iii) SEJ Renewal = 38 Sets (Ancillary
Work : TTR, SEJ Renewal and other
ancillary works in Hajipur — Chhapra
kachehri Section under ADEN/Line/SEE.
Approx Cost (in %) : ¥60,28,901.58, Earnest
Money (in%):%1,20,600/-.

The above tender notice is available on
website www.ireps.gov.in. RIGHT OF
RAILWAY TO DEAL WITH TENDER:
Railway Administration reserves the right to
postpone /modify or to cancel any one or all
the tenders without assigning any reasons.

Divisional Railway Manager/Engg./

ECR/Sonpur
PR/0682/SEE/Engg./T/20-21/124

ered large parts of lost ground.
This is reflected in GST rev-
enues, which in August were 88
per centof thatin August 2019.
E-way bills generated in August
were 97.2 per cent of the value
in the corresponding period
last year; the IHS Markit India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) rose to
a six-month high of 52 in
August from 46 in July. A PMI
over 50 represents an expan-
sion when compared with the
previous month.

But still, various estimates
of GDP contraction in the sec-
ond quarter - 4.5 per cent
(Ficci) to 13.7 per cent
(Goldman Sachs), have
prompted many recommend-
ing to the Prime Minister a
much bigger fiscal stimulus.
Between PM’s Garib Kalyan
Yojana and AtmaNirbhar
Bharat, the additional spend-
ing by the government has
been just about 1.2 per cent of
GDP. In presentations made to
the PM in June-July, the Niti
Aayog, the Chief Economic
Advisor’s office and the PM’s
Economic Advisory Council,
have suggested extra spending
of up to4.5 per cent of GDP.

FM on farmers

In an interview to The
Indian Express, she said, “l am
not surprised, I am disap-
pointed... because the extent
to which consultations had
happened... not just with the
stakeholders... but MPs were
asked for their views, farmers
were asked for their views...
Tomarji went through the
whole rigour.”

According to Sitharaman,
all consultations were majorly
done - talking to people, tak-
ing their inputs, and then
bringing it to Cabinet - by the
time she announced these agri
reforms as part of the
AtmaNirbhar package on May

15. The three ordinances were
promulgated within three
weeks on June 5. Even then, they
just wondered, “Will Modi
(Prime Minister Narendra Modi)
be able to pull it off?” she said.

“When the protests are going
on - look also at the places
where the protests are being
held - what exactly are you
protesting for? Which part of the
Act is hurting you? Hurting the
farmers, how pray? I challenge
these people... ask us that one
question, where we won'’t be
able to answer you...,”
Sitharaman said, pointing out
that the law would only provide
a choice to farmers to sell their
produce, beyond the mandis run
by the Agriculture Produce
Market Committee (APMC).

To a question on the hurry to
pass these laws and why couldn’t
the government instead re-prom-
ulgate the Ordinance and refer the
Bills to a Select Committee as de-
manded by the Opposition, the
Finance Minister said, “Thereis no
end tothedebate... Itisnotinthe
merit of the matter.”

Sukhbir Badal

Saying the Akalis have always
taken the BJP allong in the state,
Badal said, “Alliances should be
run the way my father Parkash
Singh Badal did. For every deci-
sion, he would call the BJP. When-
ever we went to the Governor to
submit any memorandum, the
BJP would be with us. We are the
majority partner (in the state)and
they are minority partner. Despite
that, we took them into confi-
dence for everything.”

The three farm Bills received
the Presiden’t assent on Sunday.

Jaswant

given important responsibilities
that included holding, at differ-
ent points of time, the three ma-
jor portfolios of Finance, External
Affairs and Defence.

But even Vajpayee could not
always protect Singh. When
Vajpayee took oath in 1999,
Singh was included in the origi-
nal Cabinet list as Finance
Minister. But in a midnight coup,
thenRSS chief K S Sudarshanen-
sured that his name was omit-
ted, reportedly at the behest of a
top industrialist who was suspi-
cious of Singh’s long-time
friendship with businessman
Nusli Wadia.

Within months, however,
Singh was appointed External
Affairs Minister. He displayed his
obvious flair for diplomacy in
helping mend bridges with the
United States, which had slapped
sanctions on India in the wake of
the nuclear tests. Singh was en-
gaged in regular talks with

E-TENDER NOTICE
e-tender is invited on behalf of the President
of India for the under mentioned work. e-
Tender No. : ECR-CAO-C-S- ETEN-20-20-
21inTwo Packet System.

Name of work : Earth Work in Cutting, filling,
blanketing, turfing, construction of major &
minor bridges, Limited Height Sub-way,
Height guage, Retainining wall, Drain, S & T
buildings, water supply arrangements,
approach road, supplying and fixing various
Board, Land Boundary npillars, bridge
inspection steps and other associated
works as per Railways' specification and
standards for construction of ROR Line to
avoid surface crossing at Garhwa Road
Station By ROR under jurisdiction of
DyCE/C/BRKA. Approx cost of the work in
() : T83,46,79,135.13, Earnest money in
() : T43,23,400/-. Period of work
completion : 24 [Twenty Four] Months.
Date and time for closing of tender
14.10.2020 15.30 hrs. Any e-tenders which
is sent by Post/Courier/Fax or by hand will
not be accepted. All such manual
submission of tender even if it is on firm's
letter pad or received in time will not be
accepted. The above e-tender document
alongwith full information is available on
website http://www.ireps.gov.in. Note : In
case of any descripencies found in tender
notice, English version will be final.
Tenderers are requested to visit the website
http://lwww.ireps.gov.in atleast 15 days
before last date of closing for latest
corrigendum/corrections etc. in connection
with this e-tender.

Chief Administrative Officer/C/S/

ECR/Mahendrughat, Patna

PR/0687/CON/Engg./T/20-21/48

Strobe Talbott, the US Deputy
Secretary of State. They met 14
times at 10 different locations,
and Talbott was to concede
that Singh beat him hands

downindiplomatic manoeuvres.

The low point in Singh’s
tenure as External Affairs
Minister was the hijacking of
Indian Airlines flight IC814 with
175 passengers to Kandahar,
Afghanistan, by Pakistan-backed
terrorists. The Vajpayee govern-
ment conceded the demands of
the hijackers, and Singh person-
ally escorted Masood Azhar, who
would later mastermind several
terrorist attacks against India,
and two others who were let out
of Indian jails, to Afghanistan. In
return, the hijacked passengers
were returned unharmed.

From 2004 to 2009, Singh
was Leader of Opposition in
Rajya Sabha, and acquitted him-
self as an outstanding parlia-
mentarian both in debates and
as leader of various parliamen-
tary committees, including the
Public Accounts Committee.

After the 2009 Lok Sabha
polls, when the Congress re-
turned to power and the BJP un-
der L K Advani was once again
soundly defeated, Singh along
with Arun Shourie and
Yashwant Sinha, was outspoken
enough to ask for introspection
by the party leadership. In the hi-
erarchical party structure, this
did not go down well,and he was
soon persona non grata.
Especially as a few months later
he released his book, Jinnah:
India-Partition-Independence.
None of his party colleagues at-
tended the release because they
had aninkling of what was com-
ing. In the book, Singh blamed
Nehru and Patel for Partition, for
accepting the “fallacious notion
that Muslims are a separate na-
tion and permitted the nation to
be dissected”. In contrast, he eu-
logized Jinnah. Not surprisingly,
he was expelled from the party.

Nitin Gadkari as party presi-
dent reinstated Singh, but his re-
turn was short-lived.

Shortly after his defeat in
2014, Singh slipped and fell in
the bathroom of his government
bungalow on Teen Murti Marg,
and suffered a major head con-
cussion. He was rushed to the
Army hospital, where he re-
mained in a coma until Sunday
morning, when he died after
multiple organ failure.

NCB

The agency’s Deputy DG
(South West), Mutha Ashok Jain,
refuted the allegation, and said the
investigation were being carried
outin a “professional manner”.

Prasad (30), was part of
Dharmatic Entertainment in
November 2019. The NCB
claimed that a “roll joint believed
to be remains of smoked ganja”
was seized from his house.

Prasad’s lawyer Satish
Maneshinde said that his client
had told the court that his state-
ment had been recorded by
Sameer Wankhede, in-charge of

too, was donated in March but
with no date specified in the
response.

SBI topped the seven pub-
lic banks that responded to RTI
queries with a contribution of
over 107.95 crore -- the first
tranche of Rs 100 crore was
paid on March 31. In its re-
sponse, SBI, which is the
largest banker in the country,
stated that its entire contribu-
tion was from the salaries of its
employees.

The national banking reg-
ulator, RBI, stated that its Rs
7.34 crore was from “contribu-
tion by employees”.

PM CARES was set up on
March 28 this year following
the Covid outbreak and had a
corpus of Rs 3,076.62 crore by
March 31 itself, of which Rs
3,075.85 crore were listed as
“voluntary contributions”, ac-
cording to its official website.

On August 19, The Indian
Express had reported that 38
PSUs used their CSR funds to
together contribute over Rs
2,105 crore. Five days ago, this
newspaper reported that sev-
eral central educational insti-
tutions and regulators con-
tributed Rs 21.81 crore in the
form of “voluntary contribu-
tions” from salaries of teaching
and non-teaching staff, and
from students and pensioners.

RTI replies received by The
Indian Express from banks and
financial institutions detailing
their contributions from staff
salaries and related benefits
show:

M Canara Bank did not pro-

205 cr to PM Cares from salaries

Banks/other institutions

State Bank of India

Bank of Baroda

Canara Bank

Union Bank of India
Central Bank of India
NABARD

LIC

Reserve Bank of India I
Bank of Maharashtra
Punjab & Sind Bank |
EXIM Bank

SIDBI

IRDAI

General Insurance
Corporation of India

National Housing Bank
Total

*Source: Information under RTI Act; EXIM Bank annual report.

Contribution from
staff salaries (%)

107.95 crore
20 crore
15.53 crore
14.81 crore
|||‘ 11.89 crore
9.04 crore
8.64 crore
7.34 crore
| 5 crore
241 crore
1 crore
801lakh
16.08 lakh
14.51 lakh

3.82lakh
204.75 crore

vide any detail other than to
state thatitsRs 15.53 crore was
the “total amount contributed".

M Union Bank of India (Rs
14.81 cr): one-day privilege leave
encashment of employees.

M Central Bank of India (Rs
11.89 cr): two-day privilege leave
encashment of employees.

M Bank of Maharashtra (Rs
5 crore): one-day salary and
two-day leave encashment of
employees.

B SIDBI, Small Industries
Development Bank of India, (Rs
80 lakh): “voluntary contribu-

tion from salary” of employees.

B GIC(Rs 14.51 lakh): “one-
day salary” of employees.

B [RDAI, Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority, (Rs 16.08 lakh): “vol-
untary contribution” by em-
ployees.

B NABARD, National Bank
for Agriculture and Rural
Development, (Rs 9.04 crore):
salaries of “employees and re-
tired employees”.

MW National Housing Bank
(Rs3.82lakh): “employee con-
tribution”.

the Mumbai unit of the NCB,
“wherein various patently false
claims were inserted despite his
(Prasad’s) protests”.

“...Kshitij was categorically
informed by Sameer Wankhede
in the presence of several other
officers, that since he was associ-
ated with Dharma Productions,
they would let him off if he im-
plicated Karan Johar and some
others, falsely alleging that they
consumed drugs. Kshitij refused
to comply with this despite the
pressure being mounted on him
as he did not know any of these
people personally and did not
wish to falsely implicate any-
one,” Maneshinde said.

Wankhede denied the alle-
gations. “Itis routine practice on
the part of the accused to make
such allegations,” he said.

Metropolitan Magistrate V ]
Dongre granted NCB custody un-
til October 3.

Ladakh

Kishan Reddy, and the Ladakhi
leaders on Sunday morning.
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The Ladakhi leaders said they
had agreed to call off the boycott
in the light of the government’s
commitment, but also because
they did not want to adversely af-
fect “national security” at a time
the situation on the China border
is tense.

Rijiju said Reddy would fly to
Leh on Monday with the three
delegation leaders — former
Rajya Sabha MP Thiksay
Rinpoche, former Ladakh MP
Thupstan Chhewang, and for-
mer Minister Chhering Dorje -
and communicate the agree-
ment to members of the People’s
Movement, with a commitment
tobegin a dialogue with a larger
number of people in Leh, and
representatives from Kargil.

Pandey

The next step? “I will follow
the instructions of the party,” he
said. But JD(U) sources con-
firmed that the 59-year-old
1987-batch IPS officer is in the
running for a party ticket from
Buxar or Shahpur for the state
polls starting October 28 —or the
Lok Sabha bypoll in Valmiki
Nagar, which is expected to be
held during the same period.

Consider this:

MPandey had taken VRS once
earlier, too, after making his po-
litical ambitions from Buxar clear
before the 2009 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. But when BJP's Lalmuni
Choubey refused to vacate his
seat, Pandey was allowed to re-
join. “My decision to contest at
that time was out of the false im-
pression that I was very popular.
Ihad notapproached the BJPfora
ticket,and people advised against
contesting as an Independent,”
Pandey told The Indian Express.

M In the Rajput case, Pandey
was vocal in defending the gov-
ernmenton TV channels and so-
cial media. He also took on
Maharashtra Police for having
quarantined Bihar IPS officer
Vinay Tiwari in Mumbai. And
when Chakaborty questioned
Nitish Kumar for the Patna FIR,
Pandey told reporters: “Rhea
Chakraborty ki aukat nahin hai
mukhyamantri se sawal karne ki
(Rhea Chakraborty does not have

the status to question the CM).”
Asked about that comment,
Pandey said: “Sushant was the
pride of Bihar.Istood by his aged
father and the FIR was filed as
per CrPc provisions, and the
Supreme Court also upheld it. As
for my remarks on Rhea, I
promptly apologised to her.”
Aday after Pandey took VRS,
a music video depicting him as
“Robin Hood” went viral.

Harivansh

In his statement today, the
Deputy Chairman said: “The
statutory resolution disapproving
the ordinance and the amend-
ment for the reference of the bill
to select committee moved by Sri
K K Ragesh were negatived by
voice vote by the houseat 1.07 pm
as SriRagesh wasin the Well of the
house and not on his seat in the
gallery at that point of time.”

“This can be seen from the
video as after calling him to
move his resolution and amend-
ment, I looked at the gallery, but
he was not there,” he said.

The visuals show Ragesh on
his seat at 1.11 pm when his
amendment to the bill was taken
up during clause by clause con-
sideration of the bill.

“Itis true that Sri Tiruchi Shiva
demanded a division on his
amendment for reference of his
bill to select committee from his
seatat 1.10 p.m. You will see from
the same video that around 1.09
p.m,one member was tearing the
rule book and throwing on me.
Besides [ was surrounded by
some hostile members, who
were trying to snatch papers from
me,” the Deputy Chairman said.

The Deputy Chairmansaid “as
per rules and practice, in order to
haveadivision, two things are es-
sential. Firstly there should be a
demand for division and equally
important that there should be or-
derinthe house.”

The Deputy Chairman’s office
also put out an “incident report”
on the minute-by-minute pro-
ceedings of the House from 12:56
pmto 1.57 pm.
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‘UP’s new
film city to
begin ops by
early 2021’

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, SEPTEMBER 27

THE GAUTAM Budh Nagar Film
City is likely to see its first film
shooting by early 2021, officials
said. The proposed land for the
project in Greater Noida was in-
spected by ACS Home Awanish
Awasthi and senior officials of the
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEIDA)
Sunday.

Earlier this month, the state
government announced that the
“biggest” film city will come up in
the district. Thousand acres of
land at Sector 21 at the Yamuna
Expressway has been identified
for the purpose. Officials said the
industrial area (studios, sets, etc)
will be spread over 780 acres
while 220 acres will be used for
commercial purposes. The au-
thority will be fast-tracking the
process of preparing a Detailed
Project Report (DPR) of the Film
City.Once thereportisratified by
the government, tenders will be
allocated and construction will be
givenagreen signal. “The DPR will
likely be ready in two weeks. We
will also study several numerical
factorsinvolved in calculating the
the project’s feasibility,” said
Shailendra Bhatia, OSD, YEIDA.

Jewar MLA Dhirendra Singh
said: “Officials want the Film City
to begin in the next three-four
months. All possible efforts will
be made to ensure that. Already
some directors have expressed
interest in making a movie here.
They will be given the right envi-
ronment so that they can portray
our country’s wonderful culture.”

TOBELAUNCHED BY DEC; 843 FLATS IN JASOLA, DWARKA

New flats, better amenities on
offer under new DDA scheme npatients older than 60 yrs

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

MULTI-LEVEL underground
parking with up to three parking
spaces for a flat, 14-floor build-
ings, three-tier in-house water
management model, rainwater
harvesting, adherence to the
National Building Code 2016 —
for the first time, these provi-
sions will be part of the 2020
DDA housing scheme for its
Higher Income Group (HIG)flats.
The scheme will be rolled out
this December.

On offer are 843 flats: 215
Higher Income Group flats near
Jasola Vihar-Shaheen Bagh
Metro station, 352 Middle
Income Group (MIG) flats in
Dwarka Sector 19-B, and 276
Economically Weaker Section
(EWS) flats in Dwarka's
Manglapuri.

DDA commissioner (hous-
ing) Rajiv Gandhi said the agency
is giving finishing touches to the
newly constructed flats. "We are
hopeful of launching the scheme
in December;," he said.

While the HIG flats would be
3BHK and priced above Rs 2
crore, the MIG ones are 2BHK
and will costover Rs 1 crore. The
1-BHK EWS flats are priced be-
low Rs 25 lakh, said a senior offi-
cial.

According to the senior offi-
cial, the HIG flats will have a
three-tier in-house water man-
agement plan under which in-
house treatment plants will re-
cycle water for use in urinals and

The 14-floor HIG flats in Jasola Vihar-Shaheen Bagh. These

flats will have features like underground parking with up to
three parking spaces for a flat, rainwater harvesting, among
others. Praveen Khanna

for horticulture. Water gener-
ated from rainwater harvesting
can be used for bathing and
kitchen purposes, and RO-
treated water for drinking, the
official said.

The National Building Code
2016 guidelines followed in the
project deal with provisions of
structural and fire safety, design
provisions for wind and seismic
loads, modern lighting tech-
niques such as LED and induc-
tion light and faster lifts for taller
buildings. "It would also be a
benchmark for all future projects
toensure no one returns flats af-
terallotment," said a senior DDA
official.

In the past, the DDA has lost

outon potential buyers to private
builders in the NCR, apart from
seeing several cases of surrender
of houses sold in the previous
schemes. Around 11,000 flats,
mostly LIG 1-BHK flats that were
part of 2014 scheme, were re-
turned due to lack of amenities
like water, last-mile connectiv-
ity and small sizes. DDA had to
use different methods to ensure
the flats were sold.

This time, the DDA has come
out with only fresh flats and in
areas that have Metro connectiv-
ity and amenities in an attempt
to re-affirm its image as the
agency with better facilities than
private ones at subsided rate,
senior officials said.

Man ‘beaten to death’ by barber shop owner
before teenage son over payment of Rs 20

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

A 38-YEAR-OLD man was al-
legedly beaten to death by a
barber shop owner and his
brother over payment of Rs 20
more for a shave in North
Delhi's Burari.

The incident took place on
September 24 in front of the vic-
tim Rupesh Kumar's 13-year-
old son.

Police said both accused,
barber shop owner Saroj and
his brother Santosh, have been
arrested and sent to judicial
custody for 14 days.

Kumar, a vegetable vendor,
lived with his wife and their five
children in Sant Nagar.

According to police, the in-
cident came to light at around

Rupesh Kumar (38) was
allegedly beaten to death in
Burari on September 24

11 pm when they received a call
regarding a quarrel near
Chaudhry Dairy in Sant Nagar.
Personnel of Burari police
station rushed to the spot and
came to know that the injured

man was taken to Babu Jagjivan
Ram Hospital by his brother
Mukesh.

He was then referred to
Safdarjung Hospital, where he
succumbed to his injuries dur-
ing treatment on Friday.

On the basis of Mukesh's
statement, an FIR of murder
was lodged. Mukesh alleged
that Saroj and Santosh as-
saulted his brother with a plas-
tic pipe,” said a senior police of-
ficer.

After allegedly attacking
him, the accused assumed
Kumar was dead and fled the
spot. With the help of technical
surveillance, police arrested
them from where they were
hiding in North Delhi.

Kumar's wife Hemlata said,
"After returning home on
Thursday evening, my husband
had gone to a nearby salon fora

shave. The barber asked him to
pay Rs 50. My husband gave
him Rs 30 and said he would
pay the rest by Friday, which led
toaheated argument. They told
him that he cannot go without
paying Rs 20 and started beat-
ing him. My elder son was pass-
ing through the market and
found his father was being at-
tacked... he tried to intervene
to rescue him but they pushed
him. Onlookers were standing
by but no one came to rescue
my husband. My son then
rushed to his uncle's home and
informed him about the inci-
dent.”

"I had asked him to have his
dinner but he told me he would
eat after shaving and bathing...
We came to the city from
Bihar's Supaul around 15 years
ago for a bright future for our
children," said Hemlata.

HIG: 215flats in
JASOLAVIHAR

Over¥ 2 crore each,

13- & 14-floor apartments,
including underground
multi-level parking

MIG:352flats in
DWARKA, SECT 19B
Over Rs1crore each,
8-10 floors, including
underground parking

EWS:276flatsin
MANGLAPURI,DWARKA
Rs 25 lakh each, 12-floors,
with stilt parking facility

An official said that in the
next three-four months after
December, the process of
scrutiny of applicants, draw of
lots, issuance of demand-cum-
allotment letter and handing
over the flats would be done.

The computerised draw is
held using a method called the
‘random number indicated tech-
nique'in the presence of the me-
dia and judges. It is also broad-
cast live on the DDA website. A
successful candidate has the op-
tion to surrender his/her flat af-
ter the draw within a prescribed
period, else allotment will be au-
tomatically cancelled.

In the coming months, the
agency will issue details and
clauses on the amount one
would have to pay for applying
and the process of applying.

FIR lodged against four cops for
misreporting on seized drugs

and the SHO of the station has been also sent
todistrict lines on Sunday for lack of supervi-
sion. Police said 164 kg of marijuana was

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

In some districts, flip-flop
on home isolation of Covid

MALLICA JOSHI &
ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

OVER THE past week, confusion
over the institutional isolation of
Covid patients above the age of 60
and those who have comorbidi-
ties has persisted in the city.
While the government has said
these patients are allowed home
quarantine if the team of doctors
that assesses them gives them
clearance, atleast two districtsin
Delhi were following different
norms.

Southwest Delhi passed an
order on September 21, stating
that all Covid patients who have
comorbidities or are above the
age of 60 will have to be admitted
in Covid Care Centres or Covid
Health Centres. The order was
withdrawn Sunday, hours after
The Indian Express enquired about
the difference in guidelines.

The order passed by the office
of the district magistrate of
Southwest Delhi had said, "All
SDMs in coordination with med-
ical officer in-charges (MOIC) and
local police shall ensure that all
Covid-19 positive cases having
age more than 60 years or Covid-
19 positive cases with co-mor-
bidities have been shifted to
CHC/CCC  (Covid Health
Centres/Covid Care Centres).
Non-compliance of the order
shall be viewed seriously."

District DM Rahul Singh said
the order was withdrawn Sunday
owing to "inconvenience". "We
had passed the order keeping in
mind the risk faced by these two

DELHIPOLICE'S vigilance department has reg-
istered an FIR under the Prevention of
Corruption Act and NDPS Act against four po-
licemen, including two sub-inspectors of
Jahangirpuri police station in Northwest Delhi,
days after they allegedly misreported the
quantity of marijuana seized fromalocal drug
peddler during araid on September 11. All four
personnel have been dismissed from service

officersaid. The sus-

seized after a raid by personnel from
Jahangirpuri police station. “But the suspected
peddler was let off after the personnel al-
legedly took a bribe from him,” a senior police

At Sarai Kale Khan ISBT on
Sunday. DM Southwest said
the order was withdrawn
due to ‘inconvenience’.

Gajendra Yadav

groups and that ICU beds were
filling up fast in the city. We de-
cided towithdraw the order after
people said it was causing incon-
venience. A lot of people would
resist the decision to shift to insti-
tutional care. We did not want to
cause inconvenience," he said.

West Delhi, too, is following the
same template, though officials
said no written orders had been
passed. The decision, the official
said, was taken to make sure that
no deaths took place under home
isolation since both these cate-
gories of patients are most at risk.

According todata provided by
the Delhi government, between
the first week of March, when the
Capital reported its first Covid
case, till September 23, a total of
41 Covid patients under home
isolation have died.

In this period, the highest
number of active Covid patients
under home isolation — 3,077 —
was in West Delhi, followed by
2,261 in Northwest Delhi and
1,844 in Southwest Delhi. The

highest number of Covid deaths
in home isolation was in
Northwest Delhi (11), followed by
West Delhi (9) and Central Delhi

(8).

Mandatory shifting of pa-
tients to these centres had previ-
ously been the cause of friction
between the elected government
and the L-G, who had ordered in
June that all those who test posi-
tive must be first sent to a Covid
Care Centre fora period of at least
five days. After objections were
raised by the government, the or-
der was reversed and patients
who were cleared by a team of
doctors were allowed toisolate at
home. The Delhi government
then decided to provide pulse
oximeters to those under home
isolation to check oxygen satura-
tion levels and report to hospital
or call an ambulance if the levels
dip. At present, there are 8,137
beds in Covid Care Centres. Of
these, 3,763 are vacant and 1,402
are occupied by those under in-
stitutional quarantine after tak-
inginternational flights. There are
527 beds available in Covid
Health Centres, of which 193 are
vacant.

OnSunday, meanwhile, 3,292
cases were recorded as number
of tests done fell from an average
of around 59,000 per day to
51,000.Thetollrose to 5,235 as 42
people were reported dead. 46
Covid patients had died on
Saturday. The doubling rate in the
city is around 50 days, Health
Minister SatyendarJain said. "The
number of deaths and cases will
come down in the coming
weeks," he said.

pended policemen
allegedly reported
only 920 grams of
contraband and sold
therest.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Capt KC Pritham
Kumar

zest for

141 MEDIUM REGIMENT(KARGIL)
(25 MAY 1973- 28 SEP 1997)
On the occasion of SHAHEEDI DIWAS of Capt
KC Pritham Kumar of 141 Medium Regiment
(KARGIL) on 28 Sep 2020, the Commanding
Officer, all ranks, their families and the
Buzurgs of the Unit pay homage to the martyr
who made the supreme sacrifice for the
Nation who had endeared himself to all by his
life and bubbly enthusiasm.

Upholding the highest traditions of the Indian Army, he laid down
his life on 28 Sep 1997, while fighting the odds in the highest
battlefield of the world, Siachen, leaving a void which will never
be filled. His valour & heroism continues to inspire all of us. On
this day, we pledge to take the name of the Unit to even greater
heights and glory in the times to come.

CO & All Ranks 141 Medium Regiment (KARGIL)

EXPRESS
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Deccan Education Society, Pune

Chintamanrao Institute of Management Development and Research, Sangli

Deccan Education Society Campus, P.O. Willingdon
College, Vishrambag, Tal.-Miraj, Dist.-Sangli 416415 (Maharashtra)

(Affiliated to Shivaji University, Kolhapur & Recognized by AICTE New Delhi)
(Non Grant Basis)
WANTED

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for the following post :

Sr No. | Name of the Post| Vacant Post Unrese}r’v:sdt (Open)
1 Director 1 1
Place: Sangli Secretary,

Date: 28/09/2020

Deccan Education Society, Pune

Note: For detailed information about post, qualifications and other terms

and Conditions pleas visit University website: www.unishivaji.ac.in

referring to the website.
Place: Navi Mumbai
Date: 28.09.2020

IT-ATM Department, 2" Floor, MTNL Building,
State Bank Global IT Centre, Sector 11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai-400 614.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

State Bank of India has issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for procurement
of on-premises Issuer host solution & services on licensed model for
open loop transit/ smart city & other related projects (RFP No. SBI/GITC/
IT-ATM/2020/2021/717 dated 28.09.2020). Kindly visit Bank's website
https://bank.sbi/. Check “Procurement news" section for detailed RFP
document. For future announcements, if any, in this regard, please keep

D G I |
eputy General Manager
Y (l -ATM )

Tel. No. : 022 6236 3155

EXPRESS OF INTEREST

We propose to acquire the existing
Company having into the business of
life Insurance on as is and whereas
basis. If anybody is interested in sale
of Insurance business with Company,
Please email your details to :

Email ID:- bhimji@bnpparibar.in

1107, 11™ Floor, Remi Commercio,
Plot No. 14, Shah Industrial Estate,
Off Link Road, Andheri (West).

Mumbai-400 059.

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR CELL SCINCE

(NCCS) PUNE

(An Autonomous Institution of the Department of Biotechnology)

Advt.No.- PMC/P-02/Online/2020

SUB:ONLINE INTERVIEWS FOR PROJECT POSITIONS
UNDER EXTRA-MURAL PROJECTS.

Online Applications are invited for different project positions to be filled pure-
ly on temporary basis at NCCS under extramural projects. Please send the
application through email on pmconline@nccs.res.in

For the detailed specifications of the post/s, the prescribed application for-

mat and other terms and

Advt.No.PMC/P02/0Online/2020 under Project Positions in Careers tab on
our website (www.nccs.res.in). For any updates please check our website.

conditions, please see our

Director, NCCS

Award Categories

Print/Digital & Broadcast
+ Hindi
+ Regional Languages

TUS =&

Presents

$

INDIA'S MOST PRESTIGIOUS

~RAMNATH GOENKA—

EXCEL%ENCE

|
JOURNALISy

AWARDS

AND COVETED JOURNALISM AWARDS

CALL FORENTRIES

Acknowledging accuracy,
courage, credibility & fairness

+ Uncovering India Invisible
- Business and Economic Journalism

+ Sports Journalism
- Investigative Reporting

+ Environment, Science and Technology Reporting

+ Reporting on Politics and Government

To apply, log on to www.rngfoundation.com/awards |

Print/Digital

2019

N

@ INDIAN
= EXPRESS

£) crove

+ Reporting on Arts, Culture and Entertainment

« Foreign Correspondent Covering India

- Books (Non-Fiction)

+ Prakash Kardaley Memorial Award for Civic Journalism

« Photo Journalism

LAST DATE FOR ENTRIES | OCTOBER 9, 2020
Entries are invited for the year 2019 only.

Write to us at rngf@expressindia.com

Ramnath Goenka Memorial Foundation, Express Building, B-1/B, Sector-10, Noida-201 301, Uttar Pradesh, India.

New Delhi
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‘The best is yet to be’ for the legal profession

The many career prospects for students learning law

PROFESSION OF LAWAND

CONSTITUTION

This is a momentous year for every Indian. The year 2020
marks the completion of 70 years as the Republic and it
also marks the commemoration of 70 years of the Consti-
tution of this great country. The Constitution of India,
which is perhaps the Magna Carta of the contemporary
times, is 70 years young (Institutions will always con-
tinue to be young as itis only the human beings who age
with time).

Law students and legal professionals should know
that the only profession that finds a mention in the Con-
stitution of India is the legal profession. Article 22(1) of the
Constitution of India states:

“No person who is arrested shall be detained in cus-
tody without being informed, as soon as may be, of the
grounds for such arrest nor shall he be denied the right to
consult, and to be defended by, a LEGAL PRACTITIONER of
his choice”.

So, the legal profession is the Profession which is con-
stitutionally ordained. Take up the cudgels to perform
your constitutional obligations first by becoming a law
student and then by choosing law as a career.

QUALITY LEGAL EDUCATION

Gone are the days when law colleges used to act as park-
ing spaces for vehicles which could not be parked else-
where. At one point of time, pursuing legal education
was considered as a national pastime for those who had
nothing else to do. It used to be derisively said that In-
dia had the dubious distinction of producing brilliant
lawyers in spite of the law colleges and not because of
them.

CK Daphtary, MC Setalvad and Nani A Palkhivala were
exceptions and not the rule. But when quality legal educa-
tion became a matter of high concern because of the
poor delivery system, a laudable initiative taken by the Bar
Council of India was the introduction of 5-year integrated
LL B programme and then the establishment of National
Law School of India University (NLSIU), Bangalore.

The Advocates Act, 1961, entrusted the responsibility
of maintaining standards in legal education and legal
profession to the Bar Council of India. Armed with the
mandate, the Bar Council of India immediately initiated
the measures to democratize legal education by starting
the 3-year LLB programme, which is open to all those
who have completed graduation in any discipline.

INTRODUCTION OF 5-YEAR

LL BPROGRAMME

When this 3-year LLB programme (of all hues including
the one imparted in the evening colleges) failed in produc-
ing quality law graduates and started churning out only
“half-baked lawyers”, the conceptualisation of “ CATCH-
ING THEM YOUNG" took place. The confluence of the Bar
Council of India, members of the judiciary, and the dis-
tinguished jurists and academicians gave birth to the 5-
year LLB programme. As in other professional courses
like Medicine and Engineering, admission into 5-year in-
tegrated LLB programme was sought to be made after
+2 stage.

The establishment of the first National Law School at
Bangalore in 1986 sponsored by the Bar Council of In-
dia brought a total paradigm shift in legal education and
as they say, the rest is history as today there are more
than 24 National Law Schools. The brightest young minds
have started joining law schools and today there are
youngsters who reject seats in [ITs/AIIMS to join Law
Schools.

Today, 5-year integrated LLB Programmes are offered in
National law Schools, Departments/Colleges of State
Universities, Private Universities, deemed to be Universi-
ties and reputed Private Institutions affiliated to different
universities among others.

ADMISSIONTO 5-YEARLLB

PROGRAMME

Admissions into 5-year integrated LLB Programmes are
made through entrance examinations. For all National
Law Schools, the admission is through CLAT, for NLU
Delhi through AILET, for some others through LSAT and
still some other institutions/universities conduct their re-
spective entrance examinations.

For students taking these tests, all the entrance tests re-
quire careful planning and studious preparation. Ade-
quate attention should be given to current affairs includ-
ing Indian polity, logic or reasoning, comprehension and
legal aptitude among others. Regular practical exercises
tojudiciously deal with time factor are necessary to hone
your skills.

Normally the following streams are offered in
5-year integrated LLB Programme:
M B.ALLB (Hons.) (For those with penchant for Social

Sciences);

M B.COM LLB (Hons)/BBA LLB (Hons) (For those with a
passion for Commerce/Management) and

W BSCLLB (Hons.) (For those with an aptitude for law,
science and technology).

You can follow your heartin choosing the course.

CAREERS OPENINGS FOR LAW GRADUATES

The career openings for a law graduate are diverse and
varied. Traditionally it was believed that law graduates
could only become “Black Coat” Advocates and start
practicing in courts. But today’s openings are manifold,
law graduates can become human rights activists, envi-
ronmental activists, work with NGOs (Non-governmental
organisations), LPOs (Legal Process outsourcing), MNCs
(International Business Front), Banking sector, opt for
civil services and above all opt for a career in judiciary,
teaching or go for higher studies.

A career in judiciary, with All India Judicial Services on
the anvil, is also a bright option for the youngsters on
the threshold. At the moment, most of the states are
filling up vacant posts of judicial officers in the subordi-
nate courts by giving opportunity to fresh law gradu-
ates. Recently in the states of Rajasthan, Bihar and
Punjab, law graduates as young as 23 years got se-
lected as judicial officers and what a bright career
awaits them!

Teachings as a career has become attractive with the
seventh pay commission scales. Today, law students are
treated with “Respect, Awe and Admiration”. Always re-
member, “You are the master of your fate and you are the
captain of your soul”. “The best is yet to be” for the Legal
Profession.

Prof (Dr) R Venkata Rao

Chairperson, VSLLS, VIPS, New Delhi &
Former Vice Chancellor, National Law School
of India University (NLSIU), Bengaluru

==
\ T

Noida International University

CHOOL of Law and Le-

gal Affairs, Noida Inter-

national University is
one of the top private law
schools in Delhi/NCR. With
Courses such as BA LLB(H)/
BBA LLB - Syears, LLB - 3 years,
LLM and PhD Programmes ap-
proved by the Bar Council of
India, it strives to create the
best legal professionals for the
country with theoretical as
well as practical training of
students. School of Law and

Legal Affairs provides a platform for the stu-
dents where they enjoy the process of clinical
legal education. The students get exposure

to police stations, law firms
through  practical teaching
methodology such as research
projects. The School of Law and
Legal Affairs has successfully
conducted National Moot Court,
which was acclaimed in national
and international forums. More-
over, SLLA provides judicial
coaching to the aspirants of judi-
cial exam and the department
produced many successful can-
didates who have cleared vari-
ous judicial services examina-
tions across the country. The motto of SLLA is
that legal education is the primary pillar of
nation building.

Dr.Devesh Kumar Singh
Chairman, Noida
International University

Fairfield: Law school with global outlook

AIRFIELD Institute of Man-

agement and Technology

(FIMT), New Delhi, (under
the aegis of The Fairfield Group of
Institutions) was established by
Sh. VK Nangalia Bhardwaj , a vi-
sionary leader, educationist and
social entrepreneur. It is a leading
private educational institution sit-
uated in NCR and an 'A" Grade
college by the Govt. of NCT
Delhi. It is approved by the Bar
Council of India, National Coun-
cil for Teacher Education, and

recognised by the UGC Act of 1956 and affili-
ated to the renowned Guru Gobind Singh In-
draprastha University, New Delhi. It offers profes-
sional courses in various educational streams
viz. BBA (Gen.), BCA, BA-JMC, B.Com.(H.), BA-
Eco.(H.), B.Ed and the prestigious Fairfield-
School of Law offers integrated five-years B.A.-
LLB and B.B.A-LLB programs to its students. The
criterion for admission is as per the GGSIP Uni-
versity norms. For admission in the Law pro-
grammes, the Fairfield- School of Law accepts
CLAT Scores/ CET of GGS IP University.

The FAIRFIELD-School of Law is the first affili-
ated college of GGSIP University to host the 31st

All India Inter-University Moot
Court Competition of the Bar
Council of India and also to pre-
pare our students for today's
transnational legal practice.
Moving beyond standard law
school offerings such as study
abroad, journals and course-

ko work, the law school has taken a

b fresh approach to international

Mr. VK Nangalia legal training that distin-

Bhardwaj guishes us from our peers. Our

Chairman,FIMT Groupof - Global Initiatives facilitate by
Institutions

connecting with law schools
and legal institutions in the most dynamic le-
gal markets around the world. Each year, del-
egations of faculty and students from the
member schools meet to address pressing le-
gal problems facing nations around the globe.
This forum provides innovative and meaning-
ful ways for students and faculty of the mem-
ber schools to interact, and forges an expand-
ing cross-border appreciation of critical issues
in the law.

We believe that a supportive educational en-
vironment creates better lawyers, and employers
who've hired our graduates have told us time
and time again that we are right.

. SGT UNIVERSITY

SHREE GURU GOBIND SINGH TRICENTENARY UNIVERSITY

wp—zw (UGC & AICTE Approved)

= BA LL.B. (Hons.)
= BBA LL.B. (Hons.)
= LL.B. (Hons.), LL.M.

Gurugram, Delhi-NCR

FACULTY OF
® 9266771188

racuurv of BEHAVIOURAL
© 9266771155 SCIENCES

= B.A. (Hons.) - Psychology

= Bachelor in Audiology & Speech - Language Pathology

m B. Sc. - Clinical Psychology

= M. Sc. - (Psychology) (Clinical/Counselling/Forensic)

= M. Phil. - Clinical Psychology
= Professional Dip. in Clinical Psychology

m B.Ed. - Special Education (Hearing impairment, Intellectual Disability)
m D.Ed - Special Education (Hearing impairment, Intellectual Disability Autism Spectrum Disorders)
Academic Guidance by Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital & VIMHANS

®B. Com. with Tally & CIMA, UK

Academic Guidance by
NLSIU Bangalore

ADMISSIONS
OPEN 2020

LAST DATE TO APPLY FOR THE _°
FINAL ROUND OF ADMISSIONS \

OCTOBER 3, 2020

B.B.A.LL.B.(Hons.)

5 years Integrated Program

B.A.LL.B.(Hons.)

5 years Integrated Program

LL.B. (Hons.)

3 years Program

1 year Program

™ MBA / MBA in Hospital Administration,

Corporate, Banking and
Finance Law

SRM

= UNIVERSITY
DELHI-NCR, SONEPAT

Criminal and Security Law

Development, Environment

& Climate Change Law

Trade & International

Business Transactions Law

Fashion Law

Health and Medicine Law

GATEWAY TO

m B. Com. (Hons.) with CIMA, UK & Tally = MBA in Supply Chain & Logistics
m BBA with Cambridge English, UK with SAFEXPRESS (Residential Programme)
- General with NSE = VIBA (Integrated) of Pharmacy (PHARM.D.)
- Hospital Administration
- Analytics with IBM

wwrss PRARMACY

RECOGNIZED
BY UGC

APPROVED BY
BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA

SRM SONEPAT
APPLY NOW

please visit admissions.srmuniversity.ac.in
Top Emerging B-School in India Rank 3-Times of India
Highly qualified faculty with interdisciplinary/multidisciplinary approach.

Sate-of-art Moot Court facilities to impart clinical programme for grooming lawyers, judges & legal
professionals.

® 9278078011

= Doctor of Pharmacy (PHARM.D.)

= M.Pharmacy - Pharmaceutics, Pharm. Quality Assurance,
= Pharmacology, Pharmacy Practice

= B.Pharmacy / B.Pharmacy (Lateral Entry, Practice)

® Diploma in Pharmacy (D.PHARM.)

ALL PROGRAMS DULY APPROVED BY PHARMACY COUNCIL OF INDIA

Budhera, Gurugram-Badli Road, Gurugram (Haryana)-122505
Email : info@sgtuniversity.org Phone : 0124-2278183-85

Legal aid centre established as tie up project with Haryana State legal service authorities to impart clinical
exposure to the students for justice outreach programme on the lines of National and state policies.

Court visits, internships and other outreach programmes and projects to impart various skill sets to the
budding legal professionals.

Special programme for various guest lectures by the persons of national/ international repute.

Well equipped library with legal reading material, books, journals, online database & journals.

University Address:
Plot No.39, Rajiv Gandhi Education City, P.S.Rai, Delhi-NCR, Sonepat - 131029, Haryana

Mobile: +91-8816033301/02/03/04/05 | Email: admissions@srmuniversity.ac.in Admission Helpline

9541779883

Whatsapp

8816033306

AVAILABLE ACROSS
ALL FACULTIES-9266771155

®© 1800 102 5661

www.sgtuniversity.ac.in

Delhi Admission Office:
B-14, 2nd Floor, Lajpat Nagar, Part-2, Near Lajpat Nagar Metro Station, New Delhi-110024

Website: www.srmuniversity.ac.in

* ooo ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP
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Faculty of Law, SGT University: Grooming Next Gen Legal Professionals

N recent times, legal studies have

gained tremendous attention be-

cause of the expansion of its scope
and operation, both nationally and in-
ternationally. This has opened up new
vistas of growth and employment for le-
gal professionals. Itis to fill this vacuum
in quality legal education that the SGT
University has stepped in. It has been
offering some of the most competitive
and sought-after courses in the legal
profession.

Situated in the heart of Gurugram, the
University has a sprawling campus with
World-class infrastructure. The University
established its faculty of law in 2014 in-
tending to provide an academically rich
environment to students and groom
them for the legal profession. It offers a
diverse range of legal courses, which
comply with the rules of the Bar Council
of India and UGC as well.

The SGTU Faculty of Law offers the fol-
lowing courses:

EThree years Bachelor of Law

(LLB) (Hons) (UG Programme)
WFive years integrated BA LLB

(Hons)(UG Programme)

WFive years integrated BBA LLB

(Hons) (UG Programme)

HLLM (One year) (PG Programme)
W PhD (Full Time Programme)

The Faculty of Law also boasts of an
impressive moot courtroom which is in-
spired by the Supreme Court of India. It
helps students in getting acquainted
with real courtroom settings and offers
them an opportunity to participate in in-
tra moot court competitions which are
held periodically.

The Faculty of Law also organises
seminars, panel discussions, and confer-

ences on contemporary legal issues that
are presided over by legal luminaries
from academia, judiciary, public and pri-
vate sectors. Classroom lectures are sup-
plemented with seminars, presentations,
group discussions, interactive sessions,
and field-based learning.

Field-based group projects organized
by the Faculty of Law include the follow-
ing:

W Voting Awareness Campaign
M Legal aid to underprivileged people of

Budhera, Gurugram
W Nukkad Natak based on consumer

rights in India
M Legal awareness camp based on the

theme of crimes against minors
HWLlegal awareness camp based on
dowry deaths and domestic violence
M Legal awareness camp for preventing
female foeticides

The faculty has adopted a reflective
and collaborative pedagogy in teaching.
Every branch of law is being taught to
face professional challenges and get em-

ployment. The courses are futuristic and
structured to increase practical know-
how. This helps in promoting experien-
tial learning. Additionally, legal quizzes
and debates are regularly held for the en-
hancement of knowledge of students.
National Moot Court Competition is or-
ganised every year wherein prominent
law schools across the country partici-
pateinit.

The faculty of law follows a curricu-
lum that is at par with National and
Public Law Universities. The faculty of-
fers interaction with eminent lawyers
and law firms which helps in live case
handling. Also, collaborations with for-
eign professors allow students in know-
ing the legal framework more compre-
hensively. Students are not only
equipped with professional and acade-
mic skills but also get imbibed with the
social, moral values to be responsible
citizens. Overall, SGTU aims to provide
holistic learning and groom legal pro-
fessionals for the future.

The NorthCap University

CHOOL of Law atThe North-

Cap University has estab-

lished itself as a preferred
destination of learning law in
Northern India. Having located
along with the Schools of Engi-
neering and Management, it offers
a wide range of interdisciplinary
courses including foreign lan-
guages, enhancing employability
skills. The School gives a strong
emphasis on the teaching peda-
gogy through use of modern re-
sources for teaching, sessions with
experts, industrial visits etc. Under

of Prof (Dr) Manjula Batra (Former Dean,
Jamia Millia Islamia), NCU Law School has
strengthened its hand in research and teaching-
learning process. Experienced faculty with acad-
emic excellence is a value addition in ensuring

quality education. With a vibrant
culture of mooting and client con-
sultation, students get a unique ex-
posure to hone their communica-
tion skills through trainings under
Centre for Language Learning. To
instil a sense of social responsibility,
it encourages pro-active legal aid
services with Legal Services Au-
thorities. With a structured intern-
ship programme, the students have
made places in reputed law firms
apart from pursuing higher studies.
The Mentor-Mentee Scheme for
personalised grooming, fee-concession and
scholarships to meritorious students are some
of the initiatives for the welfare of students. With
well-equipped infrastructural resources, NCU
Law School paves the way for the overall growth
of young minds.

Dr. Archana Sarma,
Head,
NCU Law School

the guidance

SRM University Law School

Legal education: In
pursuit of excellence

ODAY global scenario is under-

going a churning process in all

the spheres of Law. Be it the de-
velopments in the Law of Trade; Envi-
ronment Development and Climate
Change; Law of Sea; Maritime and
Mercantile Law; Health Care and Med-
icine Law; Cyber and Space Law; Law
of warfare and neutrality as well as
Global Financial and Business transac-
tions. The Covid-19 has opened up re-
newed areas of discussion and deliber-
ations in the spheres of International
Law and Global Relations, functioning
of UN and other international organi-
sations, weakening of civil, economic
and constitutional liberties as well as
human rights and humanitarian liber-
ties. This in turn is generating an enor-
mous pressure and is threatening the
very premise of human civilisation.

In light of all these facts the legal ed-
ucation system is also seeking readjust-
ment and realignment to yield space to
more innovative ideas, creative actions
and technology intervention. Keeping
these factors in consideration the New
Education Policy 2020 has offered a dif-
ferential space for the legal education
to evolve in accordance with the do-
main requirements and professional
demands.

We at SRM University Law School
have been already seeking engage-
ment in carving out all these options.
These initiative are to seek a clinically
based Legal education Model that
functions as per the framework of glob-
ally established best practices which
are like lab-based clinical training and

pedagogy, pro-bono lawyering, social
action initiatives and community lead-
ership programmes. Indian Legal sys-
tem, which along with the US, UK,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and
hitherto Hongkong, belongs to the
common law traditions which prompts
us to offer the best possible solution-
based instructions and training sys-
tems. We offer alternative paradigm of
Legal Education model which is entirely
based on case law studies.

As an upcoming Centre for Excel-
lence, the Faculty of Law SRM University
strives to be a global leader for provid-
ing intellectual environment to nurture
the talent with world class facilities,
faculty, curriculum, pedagogy, intellec-
tual delivery. The academic model is de-
signed on the research platform, clinical
and lab based programmes and training
through outreach and extensive activi-
ties. We offer an environment of learn-
ing, training and development for all
those who want to excel in Legal pro-
fession, corporate matters, research
and academics as well as various other
fields of Legal entrepreneurship.

Law is always in a state of flux. To
seek a better comprehension of this
phenomenon we at SRM Law Faculty
are constantly engaged in pursuit of a
dynamic legal education model that
shall seek the accommodation of every
day change that occurs in the domain of
Law locally, nationally and across the
Globe.

Prof (Dr) Ashok K Kantroo
Dean, Faculty of Law,
SRM University, Delhi NCR Sonipat

DIRD: A cut above the rest

HE Delhi Institute Of Rural

Development, Delhi, popu-

larly known as DIRD, is duly
affiliated to GGSIP University,
Delhi, and is recognised by the Bar
Council of India, thereby fulfilling
the need for a Centre of Excellence
in legal education in the modern
era of globalisation and liberalisa-
tion. DIRD came into existence in
2002 under the imperatives of Mr
Rafi Lal , Chairman, who is pragma-
tist, philosopher and has a very
strong passion for education.

Our endeavor is to serve the soci-
ety through reforms in legal services by way of preparing profes-
sionally competent lawyers, inquisitive researchers, able adminis-
trators, conscientious judicial officers, and above all, socially
responsible citizens, who shall be whole-heartedly and continuously
engaged in the process of nation building.

We have always believed that legal education is incomplete with-
out an experience of practice. Thus, we have set a tradition of holding
Mock Trials and Law Moot competitions (intra college) and encour-
aging our students to the national level competitions as well. The
splendid history of DIRD is the result of the unremitting efforts of
highly qualified and proficient faculty. Our student fraternity has
won us laurels in the various spheres of national moot court compe-
titions, paper presentations and various cultural activities. We strive
for an all round and inter-disciplinary academic excellence in sync
with the other Law Schools of GGSIP University.

DIRD attracts students coming from diverse social, cultural and re-
ligious backgrounds from all corners of India. Students passing out
from DIRD work in law firms in India, some practice in courts and
while some have entered the field of legal academics. Itis pertinent
to mention here that two our students namely Mr Ankit Nautiyal
and Mr Himanshu Tyagi have been selected as Judge Advocate Gen-
eral (JAG) in Government of India. DIRD students have also pursued
further studies at leading Universities in the UK and US.

Mr Rafi Lal, Chairman

M Extensive collection of Law Books in
Library and In-house Moot Court.

M Transport facility provided to all
parts of Delhi.

B Conveniently approachable from Rohini
(7.5 kms) & Rithala Metro Station.

B Conference Rooms, Wi-Fi Campus.

B Computerized Library.

NOTE: ELIGIBILTY (10+2) PASS WITH 50% &
(JUST PASS CET/CLAT)

For CET result visit www.ipu.ac.in

NOIDA

INTEGRITY

~
- frga BAR COUNCIL OF IDIA

= INTERNATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

Recogm'zed by

Councwl of Archnecture @ k .)

SCAN FOR
ADMISSION

GET WORLD

CLASS EDUCATION

CLOSER TO

Dig?tél Campus

NOIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

NURSING COUNCIL

BA-LLB, BBA-LLB, LLB, LLM, Ph.D

11 SCHOOLS WITH 150 PROGRAMS
B.Tech, BBA, BFA, BCA, BJMC, BPT, GNM, ANM,
B.Com(H), B.Ed., B.Sc (Agri.), M.Tech, M.Sc,
MJMC, MBA, MFA, MPT, Polytechnic

BE THE BEST ‘U’ AT NIU

LATERAL ENTRY ADMISSIONS OPEN
FOR ALL PROGRAMS AT NIU

admissions@niu.edu.in, www.niu.edu.in

0120-4862200 / 08745862200

CAMPUS: Plot No.1, Sector-17 A, Yamuna Expressway,
Opp. F1 Track, Gautam Buddh Nagar (U.P)
COUNSELLING OFFICE:
A-39, Knowledge Park-2, Near Kaushalya Residence, Greater Noida
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M BA LLB (H) (Bachelor of Arts & Bachelor
of Law — 5 yrs Programme.

M BBA LLB (H) (Bachelor of Business &
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SALIENT FEATURES
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Legal Software.
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96% overall attendance
for JEE (advanced) exam

ASHNA BUTANI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

THE JOINT Entrance
Examination (Advanced) was
conducted across 1,001 centres
on Sunday and saw 96% atten-
dance.

Paper 1 of the exam had
been conducted in the morning
with 1,51,311 candidates and
paper 2 was conducted in the
afternoon with 1,50,900 candi-
dates.

The 1,001 centres in which
they were conducted were lo-
cated in 222 cities across the
country.

In Delhi, candidates ap-
peared for their examinations
with masks and carrying sani-
tisers in transparent bottles.
Surbhi Sinha (18), from Khadda
Colony, Jaitpur, sat for the exam
in Mathura Road. She said,
“Social distancing norms were
followed inside. It was even
more organised than JEE
Mains.”

Her mother Suman Sinha,
who waited outside the exam-
ination hall, said, “Surbhi is the
first in our family to take her
studies so seriously. She never
went for coaching because it is
very expensive. Yet, we know
she will succeed in whatever
she does. My two younger chil-
dren wish to follow her foot-
steps.”

However, many parents said
that changing the JEE examina-
tion dates repeatedly disrupted
the flow of studies. Dr BB Singh
(52) was among them. He said,

Students come out of a JEE exam centre in Mohan Estate on
Sunday. In total, there were 1,001 exam centres in 222 cities

across the country. Abhinav Saha

“The exam was delayed over
and over again, breaking their
concentration. But I still have
hopes that my son will make it
to the IITs.”

After the examination, Parn
Pratap Singh (18) and Sanat
Vohra (17) discussed the diffi-
culty levels of the paper. Sanat
said, “The mathematics portion
was a bit difficult. Calculus
questions that have never been
asked before appeared in the
exam.”

On the flow of his prepara-
tion, he said, “The last few
months, we became a bit lax as
it kept getting delayed. We did
not have any coaching classes,
just a few revision sessions on-

line.”

He added that candidates
sat in alternate seats in the hall
while giving the examination.
Before entering the examina-
tion hall, candidates were asked
to sanitise their hands.

Security guards ensured
that candidates don’t bump into
each other.

They entered and exited one
at a time. The seating areas
were sanitised in between the
two shifts. When students en-
tered the centres, thermal
checks were conducted at the
gates.

Self-declaration forms were
to be filled on the admit card
beforehand.

City’s air quality set to dip with
incoming dust, stubble burning

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

INTRUSION OF dust from coun-
tries northwest of India and par-
ticulate matter from farm firesin
stubble burning states are being
noted in Delhi’s air, but high wind
speed is helping in their disper-
sion. This could change by next
week due to an “immediate stag-
nation” of winds brought on af-
ter the withdrawal of monsoon
over Delhi-NCR, which is ex-
pected around October 1, air pol-
lution and weather experts said
on Sunday.

An official from the Ministry
of Earth Sciences said, “Dust lift-
ing process is happening from ar-
eas around Afghanistan and
Rajasthan, because there is sus-
pension of dust as temperature
rises in those regions. Since wind
speed over Delhiis very high, itis
unlikely to affect air quality for
now.”

The official added, “The im-
mediate stagnant wind condi-
tions brought on after the with-
drawal of monsoon and the dust
lifting... these two combined
conditions could affect air qual-
ity.”

Kuldeep Srivastava, head of
the India Meteorological
Department’s (IMD) regional
weather forecasting centre in
Delhi, said the withdrawal of
monsoon would begin on
Monday from west Rajasthan.
“Conditions are favourable for
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UGC DAE Consortium for Scientific Research Kolkata Centre
(Formerly Inter University Consortium for DAE Facilities)
LB/8, Sector-lll, Bidhan Nagar, Kolkata-700106
Ph. No. 033-2335-8035, 033-2335-1866 Fax No. 033-2335-6543, 2335-7008.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER No. 01/2020-21

UGC-DAE CSR, Kolkata Centre of the Consortium invites separately sealed cover in Single
Part, from eligible bidder(s) for the following items/equipment

SI. No.

Brief Description

1 |Chamber Furnace having Maximum temperature (-1300 Degree C) -
(Detail as per Tender document No.: IUC_CC/PUR/0282

2 |Deionized Water purification System
(Detail as per Tender document No IUC_CC/PUR/0299

3 |Freeze Dryer used for sample drying with condenser temperature (-80 Degree C)
(Detail as per Tender document No IUC_CC/PUR/0282A

4 |Horizontal Tube Furnace (1200 Degree C)
(Detail as per Tender document No IUC_CC/PUR/305

5 |Table-top Hydro-thermal Autoclave (100 ml.)
(Detail as per Tender document No IUC_CC/PUR/0300

6 |Standard reference materials
(Detail as per Tender document No IUC_CC/PUR/303

7  |High Purity Elements (Chemicals)
(Detail as per Tender document No IUC_CC/PUR/302

8 |High Purity Oxide Materials (Chemicals)
(Detail as per Tender document No IUC_CC/PUR/301

9 |150 AH 12 V SMF VRLA Batteries- 30 nos.
(Detail as per Tender document No IUC_CC/PUR/0101

withdrawal from most parts of
northwest India in subsequent
two-three days, including Delhi-
NCR,” he added.

Pawan Gupta, senior scientist
at Universities Space Research
Association, NASA, also posted on

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS to
various undergraduate and
postgraduate courses in Jamia
Millia Islamia will begin on
October 10, with the varsity re-
leasing the exam datesheet on
Sunday.

In line with the University
Grants Commission’s guidelines
that classes for first year stu-
dents should start in November,
auniversity official said they are
trying to begin classes for most
programmes on November 1.

Every year, Jamia conducts
its entrance exams in May, but
has been unable to do so until
now due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

On Sunday, the university re-
leased a datesheet to conduct
126 papers between October 10
and November 22.

Controller of Examinations
Nazim Jafti said the varsity is yet
to finalise the exact number of
centres in which the examina-
tions will be conducted.

“In Jamia itself, usually we
have the capacity for 12,000
candidates. However, due to the
needs of social distancing and
precautions, this capacity has

PM10 PM2.5
Sunday 103 32
Advisory Moderate Satisfactory
Monday 134 1
Advisory Moderate Satisfactory
Tuesday 165 51
Advisory Moderate Satisfactory

Source: Safar

IMD officials said smoke from farm fires in Punjab and
Haryana is being noticed in Delhi’s air. Abhinav Saha

Twitter Saturday: “Dust trans-
port from the west is expected to
affect air quality in northern-cen-
tralIndia over the next two-three
days.” Gupta also posted data
from a NASA satellite that
showed close to 290 fires in
Punjab on Saturday and over 20
in Haryana on Sunday.

IMD officials also said smoke
from farm fires in Punjab and
Haryana in the form of particu-
late matter of 2.5 micrometres
(PM2.5) is being noticed in
Delhi’s air.

They said northwesterly
winds were blowing over the
city, which facilitate the transport
of pollutants from stubble burn-
ing states.

Punjab Pollution Control

Jamia entrance tests
to begin on Oct 10

A Jamia official said they are
trying to begin classes for
most programmes by Nov 1

lowered to 4,000. We have
asked the Delhi government for
support by allowing us to use
some of their schools as centres
and they have agreed. We are
still in the process of under-
standing how many such cen-
tres we will be requiring. The ex-
ams will also be conducted in six
cities outside Delhi which we
mention in our prospectus,” he
said.

The six cities where exams
will be conducted are Calicut,
Lucknow, Patna, Guwahati,
Srinagar and Kolkata.

This year, Jamia has seen an
increase in the number of appli-
cants for the entrance tests, from
1,53,544 last year to 1,70,992.

=] POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH

Advertisement No. PGI/RC/020/2020/3321
RECRUITMENT NOTICE

Dated: 27.09.2020

The Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh invites
ONLINE applications from Indian Nationals for filling up of 95 posts of Senior Residents and 14 posts of Jr.
/Sr. Demonstrators in different specialities in PGIMER, Chandigarh and 12 posts of Senior Residents and 5
posts of Demonstrators in different specialities in All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIMS), Bilaspur,
Himachal Pradesh for a maximum period up to 03 years as per details given below:

ITEM(S)

TIMELINE(S)/ REMARKS

DETAILS OF VACANCIES & OTHER RULES/
INSTRUCTIONS TO BE COMPLIED WITH

AS PER DETAILED GUIDELINES WITH
THIS ADV. NOTICE AT www.pgimer.edu.in

10

150 AH 12 V SMF VRLA Batteries- 60 nos
(Detail as per Tender document No IUC_CC/PUR/303

website www.iuc.res.in

16.00 hrs.)

15.00 hrs.

(Tender should be valid for acceptance up-to three months from the date of receipt)
1. Cost of tender document: Rs. 200/- for each item, payable by Demand Draft (non-
refundable) drawn in favour of “UGC-DAE CSR, KOLKATA CENTRE”
2. Detailed tender document can be obtained in person or by post/fax/e-mail from
Administrative officer —| (P & S), UGC DAE, CSR at the above-mentioned address, after
paying the cost of tender document. The details of the tenders are also available on our

3. The Tender Document can also be down loaded from the website www.iuc.res.in. In case
the Tender Document is down loaded from the website, the Tender Document cost Rs. 200/-
in the form of Demand Draft shall be submitted along with the Tender/Bid. Such tenders, if
received without tender fee, will not be considered.

4. The bidder should be of high repute, well established and should have sufficient experience
in execution of similar equipment to actual user.

5. Tender document will be available on all working days- Monday to Friday (10.00 hrs. to

6. Last date for receipt of Sealed Tender/Bid document at the above address is 26/10/2020 at

A.O-l (P&S)

OPENING DATE FOR ONLINE REGISTRATION
FOR FILLING UP OF ONLINE APPLICATION ON
PGIMERs ~ WEBSITE  www.pgimer.edu.in
(Recruitment link at Home Page)

01.10.2020

CLOSING DATE FOR ONLINE REGISTRATION
& SUBMISSION OF ONLINE APPLICATIONS

21.10.2020

DATE FOR COMPUTER BASED TEST
(CBT) FOR 75 MARKS

19.11.2020

EXAMINATION CITY

4 CITIES IN INDIA
(BENGALURU, CHANDIGARH, DELHI/NCR
& KOLKATA)

APPLICATION FEE

Charges as applicable.

Admit cards of eligible candidates will only be uploaded on the website.

@®Persons with Bench-mark Disabilities (PwBD): Exempted from payment of fee.
@SC/ST category: Rs. 800/- plus Transaction Charges as applicable.
®For all others including General/ OBC/EWS: Rs.1500/- plus Transaction

The candidates can deposit the above application fee through online
payment gateway available at the ONLINE APPLICATION portal w.e.f.
01.10.2020 to 21.10.2020 using Debit/ Credit Card/ Net Banking.
IMPORTANT: The candidates willing to apply may visit the Institute’s website i.e. www.pgimer.edu.in
(Recruitment link at Home page) for detailed guidelines/ information, number of posts, eligibility
criteria, etc. All applicants are required to visit the website regularly since all subsequent
Corrigendum/ Addendum/ updates will be uploaded on the Institute’s website only.
| 620/PG|

DIRECTOR

Board member secretary
Karunesh Garg said nearly 60
farm fires have been confirmed
in Amritsar and Tarn Taran dis-
tricts between September 22 and
26. “We visited 129 sites, of
which 72 were reported to not
have any fires — meaning there
could be some other fire, such as
afire in the city area or a crema-
tion ground in an open village,
that the satellite may have cap-
tured,” Garg said.

He added that fines totalling
Rs 55,000 have beenimposed on
farmers for 15 fire incidents so far
and proceedings for others are
underway.

Haryana State Pollution
Control Board member secretary
S Narayanan said 55 farm fires

Abad
combo

EXPLAINED

AS TEMPERATURES dip,
the ability of pollutants to
accumulate also rises.
September this year has
been warmest in five
years. Because of the lock-
down, the city has seen
good quality air, the clean-
estinseveral years but the
combined effect of
change in wind direction,
dipping temperatures
and stubble burning
means Delhi’s air is going
to turn foul again soon.

have been reported in the state
between September 25 and 27,
mostly in Karnal district. He said
34 incidents were reported on
Sunday.

“We have shared a list of 30
top stubble burning villages —
based on our experience of previ-
ous years — to all DCs for effec-
tive monitoring and enforce-
ment. Hopeful of a sharp
reduction in the coming season
compared to previous years,” he
said.

A forecast from the Centre-
runair quality and weather fore-
casting agency SAFAR on Sunday
said, “Late withdrawal of mon-
soon and the associated high-
pressure system and stagnant
wind conditions are likely to in-
fluence Delhi’s air quality nega-
tively by the end of next week.”

Delhi’s air quality index on
Sundaywas 117 in the ‘moderate’
range, as per data from the
Central Pollution Control Board.

Ajoy Kumar quits
AAP, back in Cong

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

A YEAR after he joined AAP, for-
mer IPS Ajoy Kumar returned to
the Congress Sunday, saying
there was no doubt that the
Arvind Kejriwal-led party was
being steered by decent people,
but “decent people must also be
guided by a polestar”. Kumar, for-
mer Jamshedpur MP, had joined
AAP in the presence of Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia ahead of the 2019
Jharkhand Assembly polls. He
had previously headed the
Congress’s Jharkhand unit before
resigning over differences with
the state leadership.

AAP did not comment on his
statements.

Kumar announced his return
to the Congress on Twitter.
“Silence becomes cowardice
when occasion demands speak-
ing out the whole truth & acting
accordingly.’ - Mahatma Gandhi.
Driven by my conscience to
speak up against injustice & in-
stitutional capture, I've been in-
spired by Shri Rahul Gandhi &
decided to come back to INCIndia
today,” he tweeted.

Kumar was a part of the panel
of AAP national spokespersons

Kumar was given
charge of AAP’s
Jharkhand unitin
March 2020

and was given charge of AAP’s
Jharkhand unit in March 2020.

Asked what had prompted
the move, Kumar told The Indian
Express that the Kejriwal-led
party, “which has many decent
and good people”, has given him
no reasons to complain. “But de-
cent people must be ready to pay
the price, decent people must be
ready to follow a polestar, and
have a value system. They must
be ready to pay the price for what
isright... The Congress has its
own set of challenges butitis the
only party and Rahul Gandhi is
the only leader raising issues that
matter and fighting to save the
country’s social fabric."

A communique signed by
Congress general secretary K C
Venugopal said party president
Sonia Gandhi has approved the
proposal for Kumar’s rejoining.
“Welcome back @drajoykumar.
You had never actually left as far
as I was concerned,” Congress
Rajya Sabha MP Jairam Ramesh
tweeted.

SI ‘shoots at’ friend,
leaves her on road

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

A 36-YEAR-OLD Delhi Police
sub-inspector allegedly shot his
friend inside his car in Outer
Delhi’s Alipur on Sunday. Police
said SI Sandeep Dahiya, posted
at Lahori Gate police station, is
absconding.

Police sources said the Sl al-
legedly shot his friend after she
asked him to marry her.

The victim, a 32-year-old
woman who works in a private
firm, sustained multiple bullet
injuries.

According to police, the
woman met Dahiya last year on
social media and the two be-
came friends.

On Sunday, she called him to
meet her and the two went for

New Delhi

adrive. A fight broke out be-
tween them which allegedly led
to the firing.

SI Dahiya allegedly left the
injured woman on the road and
fled.

DCP (Outer North) Gaurav
Sharma said, “We received in-
formation about the firing from
SI Jaiveer, who is posted at
Shahbad Dairy police station.
He said he was near Sai Mandir
on GTK road when he spotted a
woman lying on the road with
bulletinjuries. He rushed her to
ahospital in his car. On the way,
the woman told him about SI
Dahiya and how he shot her.”

The woman’s condition is
stable, said police. A case has
been registered against SI
Dahiya on a complaint by the
woman and teams have been
deployed to arrest him.

— BRIEFLY —

Journalist
sent tojudicial
custody

New Delhi: A Delhi court
Sunday sent freelance
journalist Rajeev Sharma,
arrested in an espionage
case under the Official
Secrets Act, to judicial cus-
tody, his lawyer said. The
judge also sent two co-ac-
cused in the case — a
Chinese woman and a
Nepalese man — to judi-
cial custody after they
were produced before
him, Sharma’s advocate
Adish Aggarwala said. PTI

Allintermediate
yr DU students
tobe promoted
without exam

New Delhi: All intermedi-
ate year students of Delhi
University are being pro-
moted in the academic
year 2019-2020, with the
opportunity to clear any
examination in which
they may have failed in
the next year. While the
university has been con-
ducting online Open Book
Examinations for final
year undergraduate and
postgraduate students, it
had decided that students
of intermediate years
would be assessed with-
out examinations — 50%
based on internal assess-
ment and 50% based on
marks from previous se-
mesters.

Copson patrol
rescueman

fromassault

New Delhi: A 32-year-old,
who was allegedly being
beaten up by five men
armed with knives and
sticks, was rescued by po-
licemen in Central Delhi’s
Anand Parbat. Head
Constable Damodar and
Constable Vijay were on
patrolling duty when they
came across the victim,
who sustained stab in-
juries on his head and ab-
domen. A video of the in-
cident went viral on the
internet. “The victim and
his friend went to have
dinner at a restaurant but
got into a fight with the
owner due to slow service.
The owner and the others
later attacked them,” said
an officer.

Twoarrested
for cheating

New Delhi: Two men were
arrested for allegedly
cheating over 1,500 peo-
ple under the pretext of
selling them liquor online.
Police said the accused,
Huzaifah and Hafiz Tufalil,
posted ads on Facebook
selling liquor during the
lockdown when the alco-
hol outlets were shut.

CM appealsto
RWAstojoin
anti-dengue
campaign

New Delhi: Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Sunday
appealed toresidents wel-
fare associations (RWA) in
the capital to push house-
holds to join the govern-
ment’s anti-dengue cam-
paign. “lappeal toall RWAs
totalkto people in their so-
cieties as well and motivate
them to join the ‘10 Hafte
10 Baje 10 Minute’ anti-
dengue campaign, we
have to defeat dengue to-
gether,” said Kejriwal. ENS

‘Usetechto
clear pensions
speedily’

New Delhi: Delhi Women
and Child Development
Minister Rajendra Pal
Gautam has directed his
department to clear the
pendency of pension
cases at the earliest with
the help of technology. PTI
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RETAINED AGAIN

IN THE national team BJP chief ] P Nadda picked Saturday,
Bhupender Yadav (above), who retained his position as
general secretary, has a unique distinction of being in the
national office bearers’ team continuously for a decade now.
Yadav has worked under party presidents Nitin Gadkari,
Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah and now Nadda.

TALK OF RESHUFFLE

WITH SONIA Gandhi backin India, there is talk of yet another
reshuffle in the Congress. This time, many AICC secretaries
and some state presidents could be replaced. With Randeep
Singh Surjewala becoming general secretary, the communi-
cation department is going to get a new head. Those in the
reckoning include Pawan Khera and Supriya Shrinate. Some
among the 23 letter writers are interested, but it is to be seen
whether Sonia entrusts one among them with such a key job.

ACTION-REACTION

THE APPOINTMENT of A P Abdullakutty as BJP vice-president
has triggered protests from party leaders in Kerala, which goes
to polls next year. Party insiders said state BJP leaders have
complained to the leadership. While the central leadership
explains the appointment of Abdullakutty and that of Tom
Vadakkan as national spokesperson as part of its “Operation
Kerala” ahead of the Assembly polls, state leaders point out
they have been sidelined for long. Even the RSS unit, consid-
ered to be one of the most active in the country, said the party
has been accommodating personalities from outside and ig-
noring those who worked for the organisation.

CHHATTISGARH

Will bring resolution against
farm Bills in Assembly: Baghel

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 27

CHIEF MINISTER Bhupesh Baghel
said on Sunday that his govern-
ment would introduce a resolu-
tion in the Legislative Assembly
against the new farm legislation
cleared by the Centre.

Speakingata press conference
in Raipur, he said the three Bills
were passed in an “unconstitu-
tional” manner in the Parliament
and accused the BJP-led Central
government of introducing the
legislation through the “back-
door”.

“We will follow up with legal
procedures if they force imple-
mentation,” he added.

Addressing the attack on the
editor of aregional daily in Kanker
district a day earlier, Baghel con-
demned the incident and assured
strict action against the guilty.

RAJASTHAN VIOLENCE
Highway to
Gujarat reopens

after 3 days as
protest called off
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

AHMEDABAD, JAIPUR,
SEPTEMBER 27

POLICE IN five districts of Gujarat
that share border with Rajasthan
remained on high alert on Sunday
in the wake of a violent protest
and arson by tribal youth of
Udaipurin Rajasthan, even as the
situation improved later in the
night when the agitation was
called off and National Highway-
48 (Ahmedabad-Udaipur)finally
opened after three days.

Since Friday, hundreds of lo-
cal youth have been protesting
over their demand to fill unre-
served seats for teachers in
Rajasthan with Scheduled Tribe
(ST) candidates.

M LLather, DG (Crime Branch)
of Rajasthan Police, said “the high-
way has opened now.” He said
that as of Sunday, as many as 21
FIRs were registered in connection
with the violence and the protests
which began on September 24.
“We have arrested more than 40
persons so far,” he said.

As protestors blocked the
highway near Kherwara in
Rajasthan, Gujarat police had
blocked the particular highway
route for vehicles from their side.

Governor Anusuya Uikey also
condemned the incident after
journalists from Kanker sought
herintervention, evenasjournal-
ist organisations in several dis-
tricts registered their support for
53-year-old Kamal Shukla, editor
of Bhumkal Samachar.

Dismissing parallels drawn
between his government and the
previous regime in the context of
treatment of the Press, Baghel said
“Under their regime, a journalist
in Bastar was booked under seri-
ous allegations and even his own
publication had refused to associ-
ate with him. Now, journalists can
come to me and demand action.
That is the difference. It should
have never happened, but now
that it has, we are investigating
and strict action will be taken.” He
added that more sections might
beadded tothe FIR, ifall theaccu-
sations of Shuklamentioned in his
statement are found to be true.

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

THE PASSING away of Jaswant
Singh Sunday marks the end of
another chapterin the fading out
of the Atal Bihari Vajpayee era in
the BJP. Coincidentally, the de-
mise of one of the chiefarchitects
of the BJP's coalition politics oc-
curred a day after its traditional
ally, Shiromani Akali Dal, walked
out of the NDA.

The political significance of
Singh’s presence in his party
shrunk long ago — he was ex-
pelled from the BJPin2009 overa
book he wrote and was denied a
ticket in the 2014 general elec-
tions. He contested from Barmer
as an Independent but lost. Soon
after the polls, he met with anac-
cidentand was unwell since then.

Singh died after a cardiacarrest
at Army Hospital (R&R) where he
was being treated for Sepsis with
Multiple Organ Dysfunction Synd-
rome, hospital authorities said.

PM Narendra Modi remem-
bered Singh'’s “unique perspective
onmatters of politics and society”.
“He also contributed to the
strengthening of the BJP. I will al-
ways remember our interactions,”
the Prime Minister tweeted.

Singh'’s partymen would re-
member his knackin managingal-
liance partners during the NDA'’s
firsttenure at the Centre. Hehad a
good rapport with then AIADMK
supremo]Jayalalithaa. Whenever
there were cracks in the alliance,
then PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee
would rush Singh to Chennai. He
also enjoyed warm ties with AGP
leader Prafulla Kumar Mahanta.

In 2009, Singh, a founding
member of the BJP, was expelled
over his book, Jinnah: India,
Partition, Independence, that the
BJP leadership felt glorified
Mohammad Ali Jinnah and criti-
cised Sardar Patel for Partition.

His relationship with Modi al-

JASWANT SINGH 1 1938-2020

Soldier, politician, diplomat

From BJP founder
member to a
veteran in the cold

ways remained strained. As
Gujarat CM, Modibanned Singh’s
book in the state in 2009. He also
warned then BJP leadership that
itwould hurt the party in the civic
polls. The leadership could notig-
nore the warning and Singh was
asked to stay away from the BJP’s
‘Chintan Shivir’ the same month.

Along with Advani and others,
Singh had stayed away from the
2013 party conclave in Goawhere
Modi’s national role was to be dis-
cussed. He had admitted later
that he sought Modi’s removal as
CM after the post-Godhra riots.

As aBJP politician and a min-
ister, he was always closer to Vajp-
ayee. He also opposed L K
Advani’s Ram Rath Yatra. But the
distancing from the BJP leader-
ship in his later years — people
close to him say he never tried to
“patch up” —brought him closer
to Advani.

Some political observers con-
sidered Vajpayee, Singh and Bhai-
ronSingh Shekhawat as the “mod-
erate trio” in the BJP. “lamnota
mosque breaker,” Singh would tell
people. Atatime when a delega-
tion of BJP chief ministers visited
Ayodhya, Singh had told a senior
journalistwhoasked himwhether
he considered the disputed site as
amosqueoratemple: “Itis neither
amosque, nor a temple.”

Born in Jasol village of Rajas-
than’s Barmer district in 1938,
Singh went to Mayo College in
Ajmer and later joined the Army.
He became a Rajya Sabha mem-
berin 1980. Since then, he rema-
ined an MP till 2014 — he served
asamember in both Houses.

Despite facing difficulties in
his political career due to keeping
a distance from the RSS, Singh
never seemed to have made a se-
rious attempt to win its confi-
dence. One incident people famil-
iar to him cite was his visit to the
RSS office where he walked into
the Sarsanghchalak’s room with
sandals on.

With LK Advani, Pramod Mahajan and Narendra Modi. File
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“During Atal ji’s govt, he
handled crucial
portfolios and lefta
strong mark in worlds
of finance, defence and
external affairs.”

NARENDRA MODI
PRIME MINISTER

“He was known for his
sharp, analytical mind
and respected by
people across the
political spectrum.”

LKADVANI
BJP VETERAN

“Jaswant Singh ji's
passing leaves a void
in our national and
public life that
cannot be filled.”

SONIA GANDHI
CONGRESS PRESIDENT

199 Nuclear tests, Kargil: How he
redefined India vis-a-vis US, world

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

ONAwinter evening of December
1999, I had the first encounter
with the then External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh. As a city
reporter, | managed to get inside
a private meeting between Singh
and the relatives of the hijacked
passengers of the IC-814 plane.
When one of the passengers
said, “Sir, please do something for
the sake of our children”, Singh
replied, “If by keeping my son as
hostage, I could release those pas-
sengers, | am willing to offer my
son.” What I did not know back
then was that he had even dis-
cussed this with his son, a fact
Singh recorded in one of his books.
That Singh’s eventful career as
Minister for External Affairs,
Defence and Finance is remem-
bered for this Kandahar hijack
episode, which culminated with
his accompanying the three ter-
rorists, including Masood Azhar,
is something that rankled him.
In his book, ‘A Call to Honour:
In service of emergent India’, he
reproduced his diary jotting on
December 31, 1999 on board the
special flight to Kandahar with
the terrorists, “I do not really
know what to term my mission
— arescue mission, an appease-
mentexercise, a flight to compro-
mise or a flight to the future?” He
recalled it as a “searing experi-
ence” as he battled between “two
moral rights: saving the lives of
innocents and a fight against ter-

His CMship shaky, Yediyurappa fights
another front: emergence of his ‘Super

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 27

SINCE FEBRUARY, two anony-
mous letters have surfaced la-
belling Karnataka Chief Minister
B S Yediyurappa's younger son B
Y Vijayendra, 45, as a “Super CM”
whose word can seal project
clearances and transfers. The sec-
ond letter, which has signatures
purportedly of a few BJP MLAs,
suggested that the son's aides col-
lected a“Vijayendra Service Tax”.
This letter was released by
Congress leadersin Mysore at the
end of August.

Theletters coincide with mur-
murs of growing unhappiness in
the BJP over the way the govern-
ment is being run. There are alle-
gations of corruption and inter-
ference in the administration by
members of Yediyurappa's fam-
ily. The CM has been kept hang-
ing on a Cabinet reshuffle by the
BJP's Delhi leadership.

Off the record, BJP MLAs say
Vijayendra, who became a vice-
president of the Karnataka BJP
two months ago, has emerged as
a key player in the government.
“There are two CMs in the state.
Vijayendra is the de facto CM,
Yediyurappa is the de jure CM,”
Congress leader and former CM
Siddaramaiah said after the sec-

Yediyurappa with his sons BY Vijayendra (to his left) and
BY Raghavendra after the 2018 assembly polls. File

ond letter emerged. Another for-
mer CM, H D Kumaraswamy of
the JD-S, has talked of “a bidding
process for transferring officials”.

Recently, a tweet from a han-
dle linked to a former police offi-
cer associated with the BJP,
Shankar Bidari, tagged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
asked, “Why are you tolerating
the worst kind of corruption by
your CM and family in
Karnataka”.

While in Delhi earlier this
month, Yediyurappa had said
there was no truth to the allega-
tions against Vijayendra and

claimed there was “a systematic
conspiracy to create confusion”.
While Yediyurappa's elder
sonBY Raghavendra,47,isalsoin
politics and a BJP MP from the
family's home district of Shimoga,
Vijayendra, a lawyer, is consid-
ered to be the CM's natural polit-
ical heir. Over the last one year,
Vijayendra has been projecting
himself as aleader “for the future”
with the help of a team of publi-
cists and media professionals.
According to sources, the
BJP's national leadership had
specifically instructed
Yediyurappa to ensure that his

Family
@ problems

EXPLAINED

THE 77-YEAR-OLD
Yediyurappa'’s family has
created problems for him
earlier too.In 2011, he was
forced to quit as CV], and
subsequently jailed, over
allegations of corruption
involving Vijayendra and
Raghavendra. All three
were acquitted by a CBI
courtin2016. One of the
reasons why Yediyurappa
fell out with the BJP lead-
ership ahead of the 2018
Assembly polls was his
push for a ticket for
Vijayendra from Mysore’s
Varuna constituency.

family and close aides like MP
Shobha Karandlaje did not inter-
fere in the administration, given
the 2008-11 experience. The
murmurs about Vijayendra coin-
cide with talk of the BJP central
leadership easing Yediyurappa
out of the CM's post in the next
few months into a "margdar-
shak" role - its parking lot for
leaders above 75 years of age.
However, a BJP MLA said,

With then US Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott. File

rorism”. Later, in an Idea
Exchange at The Indian Express in
2012, hesaid, “Governments have
totake adecisionnotasiftheyare
white or black...it’s not decisions
have often to be taken, most of-
ten to be taken, when the choice
is between shades of grey, be-
tween bad and less bad. And in
this case, to release three in-
prison terrorists, is in-principle
bad. To know that your action-in-
action would resultin the deaths
of 166 innocent people is very
bad. No government can possibly
let a 166, some of them are not
evenyour citizens, die...if Iwere
to make a choice I would unhesi-
tatingly make a choice for the life
of human beings.”

Singh, who served as External
Affairs Minister from December
5,1998 to]July 1,2002, was key to
India’s foreign and strategic pol-

on
CM’ son

"Nothing s likely to happen until
the Bihar elections. There has to
be a plan to rehabilitate
Yediyurappa first, since he too, is
amass leader.”

Yediyurappa's popularity, in
fact, is the main reason for the
party to not rush into action
against him. In 2011, after he was
forced to resign as CM,
Yediyurappa had floated his own
party,which was instrumental in
sinking the BJP in the 2013
Assembly polls. He had returned
to the BJP fold in 2014 after
Narendra Modi, by then the BJP's
Prime Minister pick, had sought
himout.

But the corruption allega-
tions could make it easier for the
BJP. “If these become a big issue,
the leadership can use them to
get Yediyurappa to step aside
without hurting the sentiments
of the Lingayat community,” a
legislator said.

Yediyurappa and Vijayendra
have denied the charges. In
February, Vijayendra had said,
“This is being spread as part of ef-
forts to curb my political growth.”
Speaking in Delhi on September
18, Yediyurappa said, “It is natu-
ral for people to become intoler-
antof those who are growing po-
litically. Vijayendra has not
interfered for a moment (in the
state administration).”

New Delhi

icy at the turn of the century. He
shaped India’s engagement with
the world at a critical juncture.

Inthe aftermath of India’s nu-
clear tests in 1998, he was de-
puted by then PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee to act as India’s repre-
sentative to hold conversations
with the US. He had several con-
versations with American inter-
locutor Strobe Talbott on matters
related to nuclear policy and
strategy.

Talbott, in his book Engaging
Indiawrote that he and Singh met
14 tims at 10 locations in seven
countries on three continents.

In July ‘98, US Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright met
Singh on sidelines of the ASEAN
Regional Forum meeting.
Albright started the meeting, ac-
cording to Singh in his book, “You
have betrayed us, Jaswant. You

gave us false assurances...” Singh
said, witha smile, “No Madeleine,
far fromit. Your agencies betrayed
you...”

The outcome of these negoti-
ations have been the bedrock of
Indo-US ties in the 21st century.

He was also External Affairs
Minister during the Kargil conflict
and worked towards building in-
ternational consensus on
Pakistan being the aggressor in
the conflict.

One of the abiding memories
among Indian diplomats is
Singh'’s finesse when he read the
riot act in June 1999 when
Pakistan Foreign minister Sartaj
Aziz visited Delhi.

T CARaghavan, who worked
as Singh’s aide and later became
the High Commissioner to Paki-
stan, wrote in his book, The People
Next Door: The curious history of
India’s relations with Pakistan:
“Singh, a former cavalry officer
who carried his military bearing
wherever he went, was in no
mood for a long discussion.”
Singh later told colleagues, wrote
Raghavan, “Aziz’s proposal to
have a ceasefire...so totally irrel-
evant thatI could hardly hide my
impatience.”

OnSunday, after hearing of his
demise, Indian ambassador to
Madagascar and Comoros, Abhay
Kumar recalled that after joining
Indian Foreign Service, he would
often visit Khan Market. “Once we
saw Jaswant Singh and told him
thatwe were IFS probationers. He
bought us all books.” That was
quintessential Jaswant Singh.

Karnataka: Land,
labour amendments
hit Council roadblock

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 27

IN A marathon session that
stretched into the early hours of
Sunday, the BJP government in
Karnataka managed to pass Bills
to modify key land and labour
laws through the Assembly amid
Opposition walk-outs, but was
stymied by the Legislative Council
where it does not have majority.

The amendment to the land
law seeks to repeal sections that
restrict rights over farmland to
only agriculturists and those earn-
ing below Rs 2 lakh per annum.
The labour Act amendment,
meanwhile, looks toallow indus-
tries with up to 300 employees to
shut down without government
approval—the existing upper limit
is 100 workers.

Congress called the land re-
forms amendment a “death war-
rant” for farmers. But JD(S) sup-
ported it. An ordinance
promulgated on July 13 to repeal
four key sections of the land re-
forms law, which restricted the
sale of farmland, is still in force.

The Karnataka Land Reforms
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 con-
tained a modification of the July
13 ordinance and the original Bill

tabled in the House, with the gov-
ernment deciding against repeal-
ingasectionof the Acttoincrease
land-holding by a family of five
from 10 units (54 acres)to 20 units
(108 acres) and for a family of 10
from 20 units (108 acres) to 40
units (216 acres).

State Revenue Minister R
Ashok, said the sections sought to
be repealed facilitated corruption
while not benefiting farmers.

Leader of the Opposition
Siddaramaiah argued that the Bill
was in the interest of the “real es-
tate mafia” in Bengaluru.

JD(S) leader and former Chief
Minister HD Kumaraswamy sup-
ported the Bill saying he himself
had toface allegations of violation
ofthe Act. While the land reforms
legislation was stalled in the
Council, the labour law amend-
ment—The Industrial Disputes
and Certain Other Laws
(Karnataka Amendment) Act,
2020—was defeated in the Upper
House. The legislature also
passed the Karnataka Agricultural
Produce Marketing (Regulation
and Development)(Amendment)
Bill 2020 —mirroring the Centre’s
legislation— amid an Opposition
walk-out.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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KERALA

Women thrash
YouTuber for
‘vulgar’ remark,
get support
from Pinarayi

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 27

FED UP with alleged police inac-
tion onanonline abuse complaint,
a dubbing artiste and two other
women barged into the residence
of aKerala YouTuber, beat him up
and elicited an apology on live
video before seizing his laptop and
handing it over to the cops.

One day after the episode in
Thiruvananthapuram, artiste
Bhagyalakshmi, and activists
Sreelakshmi Arakkal and Diya
Sana, Sunday won the strong
backing of Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, Health and Social Justice
Minister K K Shailaja, as well as a
wide section of civil society.

Bearing the brunt of the
women'’s fury was YouTuber Vijay
P Nair, known to upload videos
with derogatory and sexually ex-
plicit comments on his channel.
He was slapped, doused with mo-
tor oiland made to apologiseona
Facebook Live video.

Vijayan said the government
wouldintervene toensure justice
for the victims as well as punish-
ment for the accused. “Direction
has been given to police for con-
ducting a comprehensive probe
into the complaints. However,
everyone should be careful not to
take law into theirown hands,” he
said in a statement.

“Stringent action will be taken
against those who have abused
women through social media. If
the law is not suitable for that, we
will think about legislating a new
law,” he said.

It was only after this incident
that police registered a case
against Nair based on
Bhagyalakshmi’s week-old com-
plaint. The police said they regis-
tered three more cases—one
against the women on a com-
plaint by Nair, another against Nair
after Arakkal’s complaint, and the
last against director Santhivila
Dinesh, who made an offensive
comment about Bhagyalakshmi
ontheincident.FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

MANN KI BAAT

With stories of innovation, PM stresses:
farmers the heart of Atmanirbhar nation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

WITH FARMERS' organisations
and Opposition and regional
parties stepping up protests
against the farm Bills passed by
Parliament this week, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday said his government's
agriculture sector reforms have
given farmers the power to sell
their produce “anywhere and to
anyone... where they can get a
higher price according to their
wish”.

“Our farmers, our villages are
the very basis of Atmanirbhar
Bharat”, and “in the recent past,
these areas have liberated them-
selves from many restrictions
and tried to break free from
many myths”, Modi said.

In his monthly Mann Ki Baat
radio address, the Prime
Minister sought to illustrate with
examples how farmers stood to
benefit from the changes.

He referred to Kanwar
Chauhan, a farmer from Sonepat
in Haryana, who would earlier
often have his produce and carts
confiscated if he tried to sell out-
side the mandi.

“But in 2014, fruits and veg-
etables were excluded from the
APMC Act, which greatly bene-
fited him and fellow farmers...
Four years ago, he along with fel-
low farmers of his village,
formed a Farmer Producers'
Organisation (FPO). Today farm-
ersin the village cultivate sweet
corn and baby corn. Their pro-
duce is being supplied directly to
Azadpur Mandi, Delhi, big retail
chains, and five star hotels,” the
PM said.

“Today, the farmers of the vil-
lage are earning Rs 2.5 lakh to 3
lakh per acre annually by culti-
vating sweet corn and baby corn.
More than 60 farmers of this vil-
lage... are producing varieties of
tomato, cucumber and cap-
sicum and earning Rs 10 lakh to
12 lakh per acre every year.”

Farmers can sell ‘anywhere
and to anyone’: PM

Modi asserted that “the one
who is rooted to the ground is
equally firm during the course of
the biggest of storms”,and that “in
this difficult period of Corona, our
agricultural sector, our farmers are
living testimony to this”. At a diffi-
cult time for the economy, the
farm sector had beenresilient, he
said, and “if our farmers, our vil-
lages... remain strong then the
foundation of Atmanirbhar Bharat
will remain strong”.

Modi cited the example of
the Sri Swami Samarth Farm

Producer Company Limited, an
FPO in Maharashtra, that had
used the reform to improve the
situation of many farmers.

“Farmers in Pune and
Mumbai are themselves running
weekly markets,” Modi said. “In
these markets, the produce of
about four and a half thousand
farmers, of nearly 70 villages, is
sold directly without any mid-
dleman!

“The rural youth are directly
involved in the process of farm-
ing and selling to this market.
This directly benefits the farm-
ers and the youth of the village
are gainfully employed.”

Modi also mentioned the
Tamil Nadu Banana Farmers'
Produce Company, a farmers'
collective that purchased hun-
dreds of tonnes of vegetables
and fruit from nearby villages
during the lockdown, and sup-
plied a vegetable combo Kit to
Chennai.

“Just think, how many
youth... they employed, and the

5 more detained for Dalit lawyer’s killing

Killer couldn’t tolerate insult to
Brahmins, says former employer

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 27

TWO DAYS after Kutch-based
Dalit activist-cum-lawyer Deviji
Maheshwari was killed, al-
legedly by aMumbai-based man
over his alleged “anti-Brahmin”
posts on social media, police de-
tained five more accused in the
case on Sunday.

So far, six accused, including
Bharat Raval,a Mumbai resident
who hails from Kutch’s Rapar,
have been detained in the case.

Meanwhile, as a Special
Investigation Team comprising
seven senior police officers of
Kutch Range was formed on
Sunday to investigate the case.

Fifty-year-old Maheshwari
was killed on Friday evening in
Rapar, allegedly by Raval, who is
seenin the CCTV footage follow-
ingthe victiminside a buildingin
Rapar town. Nine were booked

Devji
Maheshwari

in the murder case following a
complaint by the victim’s wife.

Mayur Patil, superintendent
of police, Kutch Gandhidham,
told The Indian Express: “The
main accused was held from
Mumbai on Saturday and we de-
tained five more accused today
(Sunday). We are yet to corrob-
orate with the main accused re-
garding the role of the remain-
ing accused in the murder and
legal proceedings such as Covid
test of the detainees are going
on... An SIT with seven officers,
including me, has been formed.”

On Saturday, Raval was held
by the Mumbai Crime Branch
and handed over to the Gujarat
Police.

SRINATHRAO
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 27

AT Atiny shopinside a housing so-
ciety at Malad West where he re-
pairs and sells printers, Mahesh
Bhojawonders how aformerem-
ployee went from issuing
drunken threats to actually mur-
deringa Dalitlawyerin Gujaraton
Friday.

Bhoja hails from Rapar in
Guyjarat’s Kutch district, the same
town as Bharat Raval (22), who
was arrested Saturday for the
killing of Dalit lawyer and activist
Devji Maheshwari over his “anti-
Brahmin” social media posts. The
relationship between the three
men goes much deeper than
merely beinglocals of Rapar. Bhoja
holds Bharat’s father, Jayantilal

Raval, in high regard. “Bharat be-
longs to the Maharaj Brahmin
community. I hired Bharat on his
father’s request,” he said.
Maheshwari, meanwhile, was
Bhoja’s lawyer in a 13-year-old
land dispute. “Devjibhai was a
very brave man. He would never
refuse totake up a case and prom-
ise to get it resolved,” Bhoja said.
“Bharat was fond of drinking.
But every time he got drunk, he
would start abusing. He would be-
come angry at Devjibhai’'s
Facebook posts. He could not tol-
erate anyone insulting Hindus or
Brahmins,” Bhoja said. It was his
“hot-headedness” that cost Bharat
his job. “One night, he urinated on
the entrance of the neighbouring
shop,” said Bhoja, after which he

interesting fact is that, due to the
absence of middlemen, not only
did the farmer profit, but the
consumer too benefited,” he
said.

In Lucknow too, the Prime
Minister said, a group of farmers
called the 'Iraada Farmer
Producer' had procured fruits
and vegetables directly from cul-
tivators during the lockdown,
and sold it directly in the city's
markets without the involve-
ment of middlemen.

In Rampura village of
Gujarat's Banaskantha, Modi
said, farmer Ismail Bhai had used
drip irrigation to cultivate pota-
toes. “Today... he is growing pota-
toes that are of very high quality.
Ismail Bhai directly sells these
potatoes to large companies, the
middle men are just out of the
question. And the result: he is
earning handsome profits. He
has now repaid all the debts of
his father... he is helping hun-
dreds of farmers in his region
(and) changing their lives too.”

1 held by NIA in
Bengal terror
module case

Kolkata: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA) has
said in a statement that it has ar-
rested Samim Ansari, the tenth
accused in its probe into the Al-
Qaeda module in West Bengal,
in Murshidabad.

The arrest, NIA said, was
made in association with the
Special Task Force of West
Bengal. Ansari will be produced
before a special court in Delhi, it
said. The agency earlier made six
arrests from Murshidabad and
three from Ernakulam.

Sources said Ansari worked
in Kerala for three years and re-
turned to Nowdapara village in
Murshidabad a year ago. He now
works as a mason.

“He has no connection with
terrorists and is being falsely im-

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

==

RECOVERED: 49,41,627
959,92,532 | DEATHS: 94,503

TESTS: 7,12,57,836/ DOUBLING RATE: 48.10%*

KEYSTATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* |  TIME**
mMaharashtra | 13,21,176 | 20419 | 1.53% | 47.08
mAndhra 6,68,751 7,293 114% | 63.21
mTamil Nadu 5,75,017 5,647 1.00% | 72.29
mUttar Pradesh | 3,82,835 4,302 1.35% 53.31
mDelhi 2,67,822 3,372 141% | 51.24

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

** Calculated over 7-day growth

1.58

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASEFATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.61 8.48 88,600
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

8.41

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on September 26, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

92,043

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

Hogwash, hurtful: SPB
family on rumours over
hospital bill payments

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER 27

DISMISSING RUMOURS that
Vice President Venkaiah Naidu
had to pay the hospital bills of
late singer S P
Balasubrahmanyam during his
last days, the artiste’s family
Sunday said such claims were
“offensive” and hurtful.
Balasubrahmanyam was ad-
mitted to MGM Healthcare from
August 5 until his death on
Friday. Soon after, rumours
started circulating on social me-
dia that his family was unable to
pay the bills, had to seek help
from “Delhi”, and that it was the
Vice President who stepped in.
Balasubrahmanyam’s sonSP
Charan said on Sunday: “There
are rumours about bills and that

quested the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment but they did not recipro-
cate, and I had gone to the Vice
President of India and they had
reciprocated instantaneously...
Also, that unless we had paid the
balance amount, the hospital
was not releasing my dad’s body
for last rites. Let me just say one
thing, this is all a big hogwash. I
don’'t know why people do this,
without even consulting us...”

He added that the situation
had forced him to issue a clarifi-
cation even as the entire family
was still grieving his father’s
death.

“They (rumour-mongers)
don’t seem to realise how offen-
sive this was for people associ-
ated with this issue. It was very
disheartening. Very sad that we
still have such people around
us... SPB was a person who

wasletgo.  FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

plicated,” said his wife Chand
Tara Bibi. ENS

we paid something and there
was balance, and that we re-

would have forgiven this person
who spread this rumour,” he said.

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender Notice No. EL-50-DNR-OPEN-
18-2020-21, The Divisional Railway
Manager, E.C. Railway, Danapur for and on
behalf of the President of India is inviting
online (E-Tendering) Open from the reputed
contractors working in State/Central Govt
having valid Electrical contractor license for
the required voltage level issued by State/
Central Govt licensing board for the
following work fulfilling the Eligibility Criteria
and terms conditions mentioned in tender
document. Tender No. : EL-50-DNR-OPEN-
18-2020-21.
1. Name of work with its location : Provision
of 2nd class AC waiting hall at HWH end
besides Mortuary at Danapur station.
2. Approx cost of the work (NIT value) :
358,32,092.76, 3. Earnest money to be
deposited : ¥1,16,700/-, 4. Date & time for
online submission and closing of all above
tenders : On 15.10.2020 up to 12.00 Hrs.
5. Website particulars, notice board location
where complete details of tender can be
seen and address of the office from where
allthe above tender form can be seen: CRIS
website http://www.ireps.gov.in, Office of
the Sr. DEE (G)/DNR, D.R.M. Building, 1st
Floor, East Central Railway, Danapur. Note :
All corrigendum will be uploaded on website
before 15 days if required.

Divinl. Railway Manager (Elect/G)/

ECR/Danapur
PR/0678/DNR/EGEN/T/20-21/40

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender Notice No. EL-50-DNR-OPEN-
19-2020-21, The Divisional Railway
Manager, E.C. Railway, Danapur for and on
behalf of the President of India is inviting
online (E-Tendering) Open from the reputed
contractors working in State/Central Govt
having valid Electrical contractor license for
the required voltage level issued by State/
Central Govt licensing board for the
following work fulfilling the Eligibility Criteria
and terms conditions mentioned in tender
document. Tender No. : EL-50-DNR-OPEN-
19-2020-21.

1. Name of work with its location : Repair,
maintenance & manning of all types of
electrical assets in Officer's flat (Block-A&B,
G+7 building, PHODs Bunglow-12 nos. GM
Bunglow, Sports Club & Hospital Building at
Patliputra Rail Parishar, Digha for 02 years.
2. Approx cost of the work (NIT value) :
36,729,828.35, 3. Earnest money to be
deposited : ¥1,34,600/-, 4. Date & time for
online submission and closing of all above
tenders : On 15.10.2020 up to 12.00 Hrs.
5. Website particulars, notice board location
where complete details of tender can be
seen and address of the office from where
allthe above tender form can be seen : CRIS
website http://www.ireps.gov.in, Office of
the Sr. DEE (G)/DNR, D.R.M. Building, 1st
Floor, East Central Railway, Danapur. Note :
All corrigendum will be uploaded on website
before 15 days if required.

Divinl. Railway Manager (Elect/G)/
ECR/Danapur
PR/0679/DNR/EGEN/T/20-21/40
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Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Providing of new circuit
beaker & relay panel
Open e-tender notice No TRD-OT-08-CB-
SEB-20-21, E-tenders are invited from
reputed contractors having proven experience,
electrical license and sound financial
standing supported by the valid documents

for the work as per details given below :
1. Name of work with location : Providing of
new circuit breaker & Relay panel against
CB-11 & 12 at SEB/GSS in MGS Division.
2. Approx. Cost of the work : T46,94,642.52,
3. Earnest money to be deposited : 93,900/,
4. Last date and time for submission of
tender : Upto 22.10.2020 on 15.00 hrs. 5.
Website particulars from where the details
of e-tender can be obtained : www.ireps.gov.in
Sr. Divnl. Elect. Enginner (Tr-D)/
ECR/Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
PR/0685/DDU/ETRD/T/20-21/24

E-TENDER NOTICE
TRD/SEE/ET/20-21/7 Date : 25.09.2020.
1. Name of work with its location : Provision
of Auxiliary Transformers in different works
over Sonepur division. 2. Approx. cost of the
works (3) : ¥39,94,827/-. 3. Earnest Money
to be deposited (%) : ¥79,900/-. Cost of
tender forms (%) : ¥3,000/-. 4. Date & time
for submission of e-tender and opening of e-
tender : Submission of e-tenders :
28.10.2020 till 11.00 hrs. Opening of e-
tenders : on 28.10.2020 at 11.00 Hrs. in the
officer of the Sr. Divl. Electrical Engineer
(TRD), DRM Office, E.C. Railway, Sonpur.
5. Website particulars and notice board
location where complete details of
e-tender can be seen : WEBSITE :
http://www.ireps.gov.in. NOTICE BOARD :
DRM Office Campus, E. C. Railway, Sonpur.

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/TRD/
ECR/Sonpur
PR/0688/SEE/ETRD/T/20-21/28

E-TENDER NOTICE
OPEN TENDER Batch No : 44/20 dated :
25.09.2020. E-Tender Notice for supply of
materials-"participation in through" web
portal of IREPS - www.ireps.gov.in offers
are invited for supply of the following
materials : The closing time for all tenders is
at14.00hrs.

Tender No : 09205054, Brief Description :
Optical Coherence Tomography, Quantity :
01 Nos., Published on/time : 25.09.2020/
12:33:20, Closing on : 16.10.2020, Fund :
Fundis available.

Participants are required to submit their
offer only on-line through the web portal of
IREPS - www.ireps.gov.in before the closing
date and time. Other details regarding
Consignee and detailed description of
stores are available in tender document in
tender notice on the above portal.

Principal Chief Material Manager/

ECR/Hajipur
PR/0686/HQ/Store/T/20-21/28

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B Nagar, (U.P.)
Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender are invited from firms / contractor registered with UPLC Lucknow for the following
jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same shall be opened / downloaded as per
schedule mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida Authority's
official website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com & https://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure

to see these websites for any changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.

Sl. TENDER
No. JOB NO. NAME OF WORK AMOUNT PUBLICATION
1. 122 /Advt. / | ADVERTISING RIGHTS ON BOT BASIS FOR | 63,76,419.84| First Time

(Tehsildar) | OPERATION & MAINTENANCE OF FOB FOR
/2020-21 | 05 YEARS BETWEEN FILM CITY SECTOR-16A
& DALIT PRERNA STHAL, NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEN,

Which can be uploaded by date 14-10-2020 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be
opened/downloaded on date 15-10-2020 at 11.00 AM.

(R.M. Saxena)
Tehsildar, Noida

SAFE & SECURE NOIDA
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Sector Project (MPDRIISP).

M.P. ROAD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

(M.P. State Highway Authority - Government of Madhya Pradesh Undertaking)

45-A, Arera Hills, Bhopal-462011, (M.P)
MPRIE Fax : 0755-2572643, Website : mprdc.gov.in

Phone : 0755-2597290, 2765205, CIN : U45203MP2004SGC016758
NCB No. 6847/MPRDC/Procu/MPDRIISP/AIS/484/2020

INVITATION OF NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING FOR PROCUREMENT OF WORKS UNDER
MADHYA PRADESH DISTRICT ROADS Il SECTOR PROJECT (MPDRIISP)
M.P. Road Development Corporation Limited, a fully owned Company of Government of

Madhya Pradesh registered under Companies Act, 1956, invites Physical Bids for Procurement
of the following Works in the state of Madhya Pradesh under Madhya Pradesh District Roads Il

Date : 26.09.2020

appointment of insurer to provide the Cashless
Insurance Services in five Districts of Madhya
Pradesh, namely, Bhopal, Indore, Rewa,
Satna and Chhindwara.

Sr.No.| Description of Work Completion| Document
Period Cost (INR)
1 Procurement of Cashless Insurance Services by 3 Years 50,000/-

thereof.
M.P. Madhyam/98604/2020

The dates for purchase, submission, etc. are mentioned in the key dates, Detailed Invitation
and Bidding Documents are available on the Website : www.mprdc.gov.in.
MPRDC reserves the right to accept/reject any/all tenders without assigning any reason

MANAGING DIRECTOR

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprise)
'Khanij Bhavan', 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank,
Hyderabad - 500 028, CIN- L13100TG1958G01001674

E-Tender Notice (Open Tender Enquiry for Domestic Bidding)
CONTRACTS DEPARTMENT/ENGINEERING & PROJECTS DIVISION
Tender Enquiry No: HO (Contracts)/ PCS/DIOM/2020/223 Dated 28.09.2020
[MSTC Ref. No.: NMDC/HO/42/20-21/ET/500]

NMDC invites bids in e-tender mode on MSTC website (NMDC's e-tender
service provider): http://www.mstcecommerce.com for the work of
"Design, Engineering, Supply, Erection, Testing and Commissioning
of Process Control System for Crushing Plant and Loading Plant of
Donimalai Iron Ore Mine (DIOM), Donimalai, Karnataka on Lump
Sum Turnkey (LSTK) basis and Comprehensive AMC (CAMC) for
3years.”

For viewing/downloading the schedule of e-bidding and the
detailed NIT alongwith pre-qualification requirements and tender
document, prospective bidders may visit MSTC web site link:
http://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/nmdc/ and register
on-line as 'New Vendor'. For further help, the 'Vendor Guide' given therein
may be referred. Link to MSTC e-tender platform is also available through
NMDC website www.nmdc.co.in. The tender documents can also be
accessed from NMDC website: www.nmdc.co.in and CPP Portal
http://leprocure.gov.in.

Any corrigendum to the tender will be uploaded only in above mentioned
websites. Prospective bidders should visit these websites from time to
time to take note of corrigendum, if any.

For further clarification, CGM (Contracts), NMDC Ltd., Hyderabad can
be contacted on fax: 040 - 2353 4746, Tel: 040 - 2353 2800, email:
contracts@nmdc.co.in

Chief General Manager (Contracts)
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NOTICE INVITING BID

Design, Supply, Erection, Testing and
Commissioning of Flood Lights including 4 year
operation & comprehensive maintenance after one
year DLP for practice Football pitches in proposed
centre of excellecne in International Corporate Park
(ICP) at Kharghar, Navi Mumbai.

CIDCO of Maharashtra Limited through the process of
e-tendering invites “ON LINE” item rate bids from the
experienced prospective bidders fulfilling the mandatory
eligibility criteria, registered with CIDCO Ltd. or with
Central Govt., or with State Govt. of Maharashtra and its
undertakings in appropriate class & category and the
authorizes LED manufacture who have completed work
of Similar nature like Design, Supply Erection, Testing
and Commissioning of Flood Lights for any of the
National or International Sports facility for the work
mentioned below:

1) Name of Work : Design, Supply, Erection, Testing
and Commissioning of Flood Lights including 4 year
operation & comprehensive maintenance after one
year DLP for practice Football pitches in proposed
centre of excellecne in International Corporate Park
(ICP) at Kharghar, Navi Mumbai. 2) C. A. No.:
01/CIDCO/EE(Elect-CP)/2020-21 3) E.M.D.: Rs.
9,50,000/- 4) Registration Class : Class —Ain Electrical
Work (Unlimited) (For Authorized Manucacturer,
Registration is not mandatory) 5) Completion Period :
275 (Two Hundred Seventy Five) Days (including
monsoon) 6) Tender Processing Fee : Rs. 11,800/-
(Rupees Eleven Thousand Eight Hundred only)
(including 18% GST) (Non-Refundable)

Bidding Programme will be available on the website
https://mahatenders.gov.in from 05/10/2020 from 17.01

Hrs. . . .
Superintending Engineer
g Eng (CP)

[CIN - U99999 MH 1970 SGC-014574]

\www.cidco.maharashtra.gov.in CIDCO/PR/121/2020-2

, CIDCO

WE MAKE CITIES

New Delhi

INDIAN RAILWAYS
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)
E-TENDER NO.2020RSI1742TC
CORRIGENDUM NO. 3
1.0 Tender will be closed at 15.00 hours on 19.11.2020 instead of 25.09.2020.
2.0 Allotherterms and conditions of the tender will remain unchanged.
Director, Railway Stores (W),
Ministry of Railways, Railway Board, New Delhi.
for and on behalf of the President of India.
2068/2020

WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT DIVISION

RAIN WATER HARVESTING, PROVIDING WALL/ANTI CRASH
BARRIER & COVER SHED, U-WALL APPROACH & DRAINAGE
AND ANCILLARY WORKS
E-Tender Notice No. 13 of 2020-21 date 23.09.2020, Office Address : Divisional
Railway Manager (Engg.), Western Railway, Kothi Compound, Rajkot, Guijarat-

360 001. Website : www.ireps.gov.in

Sr.| E-Tender Approximate EMD

No. No. Name of work NIT Cost Cost
DRM-RJT- | Rain water harvesting (Roof Top)

07] 20-E-33 |of Office Building & Station | 34,86,042.91 ¥69,700.00

Buildings under Rajkot Division (10 Locations).

DRM-RJT-[ Dahinsara - Maliya Miyana:| |
92| 20E-34 Providing wall/Anti crash barrier | 219:10,138.14 | ¥ 2,59,600.00

to protect embankment and to ensure safety of running traffic from road vehicles.

DRM-RJT- [ Wankaner-Navlakhi: Providin
93] 20E-35 anti crash barrier for safety c;qf | %1,95,82439.05 | %2,47,900.00
trains from road vehicles in highway running close to Railway Track.

DRM-RJT- [ Rajkot Division: Providing Cover| |
4] 20-E-36 | shed, U-Wall approach & drainage | < 1:07:49.970.06 | ¥ 2,03,800.00

with pumping on RUB in connection with elimination of Level Crossing No. 68, 70,
79, 15 under Divisional Engineer (East) Rajkot jurisdiction.

DRM-RJT- [ Rajkot Division: Providing U-Wall/| |
95) 20-E37 | approachandanilaryworksonRUB | T 24:97:242.31 | ¥ 50,000.00

in connection with elimination of Level Crossing No. 114 under Divisional
Engineer (East) Rajkot jurisdiction.

For all above Tenders: Date & Time of Opening of Tender: 22.10.2020, 15.00 Hrs. 56

Like us on: Il facebook.com/WesternRly « Follow us on:E3 twitter.com/WesternRly

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)

N (CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)
BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-procurement)

BESCOM invites tenders from the eligible bidders vide
Enquiry Nos.: BESCOM/BCP-1230/2020-21 to BESCOM/
BCP-1247/2020-21 (18 Eng. Nos.) for Nelamangala,
Hosakote, Ramanagar, Magadi, Kanakapura, Chandapura,
Kolar, KGF, Chikkaballapura, Chinthamani, Tumakur, Tiptur,
Madhugiri, Kunigal, Davanagere, Harihara, Chitradurga and
Hiriyuru Divisions respectively for execution of CAPEX works
(Action plan works) and works under revenue budget under
item wise fixed price contract in Bengaluru Rural Area Zone
and Chitradurga Zone for a period of two years on total /
partial turnkey basis (Distrubution Transformers supplied by
BESCOM) under percentage quoting on each item basis.

Bid document available from: 05.10.2020 onwards to
03.11.2020 upto 15:00 Hrs. Last date for bid submission:
03.11.2020, 15:00 Hrs. Opening of bid document: 04.11.2020,
15:15 Hrs. All the payments such as tender cost, EMD, etc.
shall be made through e-payment mode. Further, bidders can
take assistance with e-procurement help desk at 080-25501216
and 080-25501227 or website https://eproc.karngé?ka.gov.in

I T e S EETEF The General Manager (Ele.)

Download “BESCOM Mithra” Mobile APP Procurement, BESCOM

Y For All Advertisement Booking
_I

S Call: 01206651214
"l B
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NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR:

Over the past five-six years, the
Prime Minister has taken several steps
to help farmers double their income. In
2009-10, the Agriculture Ministry’s
budget was
Rs 12,000 crore, and Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries was a department in the
ministry. Today, while they are separate
departments, we alone have a budget of
Rs 1,34,000 crore for the Agriculture
Ministry. The MSP has been increased,
an infrastructure fund has been insti-
tuted. The three Bills — Farmers’ Produce
Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020; The Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm
Services Bill, 2020; and, The Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 2020
— have been passed by Parliament. It is
arevolutionary change, and when such
changes happen, there is always some
opposition. But the current opposition
is politically motivated. The Bills will
help the farmer, it is for their benefit. The
Bills will be instrumental in increasing
the earnings of farmers... It will free
them from the clutches of the mandis...
There are provisions to ensure that the
farmer can break away from the agree-
ment when he wants but the processor
can’tdo so. The processor has to pay the
farmer the amount that was agreed
upon. So these Bills are meant to protect
the farmer, to improve their situation, to
ensure that they can use the latest tech-
nology, and that they do not face any
hurdles while exporting.

There have been attempts to spread
rumours about the Bill for political rea-
sons. Farmers are being told that MSP will
be abolished. I want to clarify that we had
declared the MSP for kharif crops earlier.
The crops will be harvested soon and the
government will buy it. This is the govern-
ment’s commitment.

Secondly, we have also recently got
the MSP for rabi crops approved by the
Cabinet,and I made a statement about it
in Lok Sabha as well. There should be no
confusion regarding MSP. It is the gov-
ernment’s decision and we have con-
stantly increased the MSP, and the
farmer has benefited fromiit. Earlier, only
wheat and paddy were bought. Under
PM Modi’s leadership, we also began the
purchase of oilseeds and the farmer is
benefiting from it.

[ also want to clarify that the APMCs
will not get affected by it. They have been
set up under state laws and they will con-
tinue to operate. Outside the APMC
premises, the farmer will have the op-
tion of selling their produce and there
will be no tax on it, either by the Centre
or state. So this will definitely give the
farmers more freedom and in the com-
ing days, from the point of view of agri-
cultural production, productivity, earn-
ings, increasing GDP of agriculture, this
move will be helpful and improve the
lives of our farmers.

HARIKISHAN SHARMA: You are saying
the new laws are in favour of farmers,
but the farmers have many
apprehensions. Why was there a rush
to pass the Bills in the middle of a
pandemic?

The proceedings of Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha are broadcast live. In Lok
Sabha, there was a four-hour-long discus-
sion on the Bills before they were passed.
When the Bills came to Rajya Sabha, dis-
cussions were held
for four hours again
and all parties ex-
pressed their views

If the law was necessary for

NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR, MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE & FARMERS’ WELFARE

Every sector could decide cost, buyer; farmers
couldn’t. New laws will give freedom to trade

The Union Minister asserts new farm reform laws will free farmers from clutches of mandis but won’t affect APMCs which are a state subject, denies rush in
passing the Bills in Parliament, and calls chaos by Opposition in House a taint on democracy. The session was moderated by Assistant Editor Harikishan Sharma
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WHY
NARENDRATOMAR

is ministry has

been at the centre

of the three farm
Bills passed during the
Monsoon Session. Despite
protests from farmers, and
demands by the
Opposition and one of its
allies to send the Bills to a
select committee, the
Centre dug in its heels.
Since 2014, Tomar has
helmed many departments,
and now also heads the
ministries of Rural
Development and Food
Processing Industries

Minister’s responsibility to ensure that
reforms that have been stuck for years,
because of which the farmer was being
exploited... If the reform is introduced
now, the farmers will benefit now. If it
is done after a year, the benefits will
come after a year. It is the Prime
Minister’'s commitment that if any de-
cision has to be taken for the good of the
country, then it is the government’s re-
sponsibility to take
the decision without
caring about votes.
Earlier too, such de-

onit. Whenthedis-  the MSP, then Why did you cisions have been
cussion ended in ; taken and will con-
Rajya Sabha, I was (CODg) not makeit?... MSP  tinue to be taken in
called to give a re- the future too. I am
sponse. Within 10 Wwas nota part of the law confident that agri-

minutes of that,
there was chaos.

even earlier and MSP is not

culture and farmers
both will benefit

What happenedin ~ part of thelaw even today. from the legislation.
the Rajya Sabhais a
taint on democracy. — LIZ MATHEW:

But it is ab- During discussions

solutely wrong to say that we were in
some kind of rush to get these Bills
passed or that we got it passed through
the force of our numbers in the House. If
you look at the details of the discussions,
no Opposition leader has raised any spe-
cific objection. Their speeches were only
political and were meant to mislead the
country. They are going against what
they mentioned in their own manifesto.
The Opposition is not listening to agri-
culture scholars either... I want to clar-
ify that the government was in no rush
to pass these Bills.

Second, if any reform has to be intro-
duced, then the government must do so
with courage. The country has voted for
PM Modi to ensure development.
Because of that mandate, it is the Prime

on the farm Bills, it was not just the
Opposition but even parties that are
considered friendly to the BJP, like the
BJD, who suggested that the Bills be
sent to the select committee. The
Akali Dal said that there is an issue of
perception and it must be tackled.
Why did you not consider their
suggestions?

It is true that many people suggested
that the Bills be sent to the select commit-
tee. Ordinarily, Bills that are very long and
complicated are the ones that are sent to
select committees. These (farm) Bills are
very small and their provisions are very
clear. There was no need to send them to
the select committee.

The only thing that we are changing
is that there will be no tax on the trade

F
a
b

that happens outside the APMC. The
farmer should get the freedom to do that
trade. If you look at any industry, they
have the freedom to decide the cost of
their product, who they want to sell to...
Till now, the farmer did not have this
freedom, to decide the price of their
crops, to sell to a buyer of their choice.
This had also led to corruption. We have
allowed trade outside APMC without
tax. This will allow for inter-state trade,
private investment will reach villages,
there will be electronic platforms which
will provide jobs and will also lead to
transparency.

We are saying in the Bill that at the
time of sowing itself, the agreement on
price will be done, and this will ensure
that the farmer will be willing to take a
chance with any crop. Today, many
farmers want to do organic farming, but
they don’t have a market to sell their
produce. Through these Bills, the people
in the market will reach the villages. If
there were objections to specific provi-
sions, or if someone’s rights were being
snatched, then the select committee
would have discussed the issues. But
there were no such issues and that is
why we said that the Bills need not be
sent to the select committee... Now if
your criticism is not valid, you cannot
climb on to the desk of the Deputy
Chairman. If the Congress considers this
an accomplishment, they will have to
suffer the consequences of their action.

HARISH DAMODARAN: You are saying
that MSP will not be affected. Why
didn’t you mention this specifically in
thelaw?

Through you, I want to tell the peo-
ple of the Opposition that all of you have
been in government for many years, if

the law was necessary for the MSP, then
why did you not make it?... MSP was not
a part of the law even earlier and MSP is
not part of the law even today. MSP is an
administrative decision of the
Government of India and procurement
has been taking place as a result of MSP.
The Modi government had started de-
claring MSP by adding 50 per cent profit
to the cost... We declared rabi MSP be-
fore sowing of crops
and the kharif crop is
due in a few days,
which will be pro-
cured on MSP. The
Prime Minister has
said that the MSP
will continue, so
why does anyone

Long, complicated Bills are
referred to select, standing
committees. These Bills are
very small, their provisions

sugarcane and maize directly from
farmers. What has been seen in the
case of sugarcane is that for years the
dues of farmers are not paid. In the
case of maize, the business was good
last year, but this year because of
Covid, there were no buyers, despite
the produce having an MSP. So, how
will you ensure that the dues of the
farmers are paid,
and paid on time?
Before these Bills
also, there was no
law to ensure that
the farmers will get
their dues. The APMC

No state has written to me
about increasing NREGA
days. Can give extra 50 days
in special circumstances. If

made), we have authorised the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate to undertake anin-
vestigation and report within a fixed time.
The SDM is under the state government...
In the courts, the matter will take a long
time. The farmer can approach the SDM
any time. That is why we have authorised
the SDM to examine matters. So all |
would say s, let the law get implemented
and the farmer will
definitely benefit
fromit.

As far as onions
are concerned, there
can be shortage of
some produce or

days of selling their
produce. The mo-

will have to give the farmer a receipt,
which will ensure that the farmer has
proof of sale, and within three days the
payment has to be made.

Secondly, this issue is not linked to
sugarcane at all. The process to decide the
FRP of sugarcane is different and it comes

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

under the Consumer Affairs Ministry.
Also, a certain number of farmers are
linked to sugarcane factories and they can
give their produce only to that factory. So
that is a separate issue.

Yes, the price of maize has come down
this year. Covid has had an impact on the
business. Maize was used a lot to feed
poultry, and that industry has been hit.
We are working constantly to avoid such

animbalance.

PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS: How will
you ensure that
the farmeris paid
within three days?
Also, prices of
potatoes, onions,

need toworry? And  gre Clear_ There was no need tomatoes are

MSP has nothing to increasing. How
do with these Bills.  to send them to the panels  will the Essential
The Bills deal with Commodities
trade outside the — (Amendment) Bill,
mandi premises. 2020, ensure that

The Opposition does not have any
specific criticism and that is why they are
raising the MSP issue. They are saying
that the APMCs will go. How can that
happen? The APMCs have been created
through state Acts. It is up to state gov-
ernments to make laws for APMCs... So
allTwant to tell farmers is that they must
guard against misinformation, and they
can call or write to me if they want any
clarification and I will give them a pres-
entation and assure them.

HARIKISHAN SHARMA: The Centre
decides the Fair and Remunerative
Price (FRP) for sugarcane and MSP for
maize. In Bihar, where the APMCs
have been abolished 14 years ago,
corporate buyers purchase both

such inflation does not happen and
there are no limits on stocks in the
future?

There is no doubt about the fact that
APMC is a state subject... But it is the
Centre’s responsibility to ensure that
there is one kind of market for the entire
country.

Secondly, we must not underestimate
the farmer. When buyers approach the
farmer, they will vet the buyer. They will
decide on a price, they will choose the
trader. It is not like farmers will sell their
produce to everyone. They will weigh
their options and take a call. If the Act has
a provision stating that the farmer will
have to be paid in three days, then the pay-
ment has tobe made in three days. If there
is a situation (where payment is not

New Delhi

ment the produce is delivered, the buyer

Acts had no such pro- there can be surplus

vision. Qur Bills have we get a propos al, we will production. There is

aprovision to ensure ) ] process...

that the farmer is deliberate over it Sometimes, prices

paid within three can increase,
T

whether to allow
that, or allow the ex-
port of some products... the Commerce
Ministry examines these aspects con-
stantly. So they have taken a call this time.
But I want to assure everyone that the
Central government is closely watching
food prices.

MANRAJ] GREWAL SHARMA: The
Akali Dal has been pointing out that
they had presented a note of dissent
to the government on the Bills, and
that they were told that their
concerns, which were primarily
linked to the MSP, will be addressed.
They have been complaining that
the BJP did not pay attention to
their concerns despite the
fact that the ties between
the two parties go back a
long way. What is your
response?

[ believe the issue of
farmers should be kept
away from politics. The

country has spentalong
time politicising issues
related to farmers. This
is 21st century India,
and we have a respon-
sibility to take India
forward. For that, we
have to take agricul-
ture forward. So that is
why [ want to request
leaders of all parties
that there should be no
politics on agriculture

and farmers.
If you look at the
Congress manifesto dur-
ing Lok Sabha elections, or
even the manifesto of the
Punjab Congress during the
Assembly elections, they said they will
abolish the APMC Act. They said that they
will ensure that purchase outside APMC
happens without any tax, that inter-state
trade is promoted... Now, either the
Congress should say that we are retracting
from what we said in our manifesto, and
that now we have a different position...
We also mentioned these aspects in our

manifesto.

When we mentioned revoking of
Article 370 in our manifesto, they said
the country will burn. But the Prime
Minister went ahead and removed
Article 370 legally. Similarly, when we
said in our manifesto that we will bring
reforms in agriculture, we did it. The Bills
were passed as per process and these
laws will bring a big change in the lives of
farmers.

HARIKISHAN SHARMA: The pandemic
has forced nearly one crore labourers
toreturn to their villages where
MGNREGA is the only source of
employment. Many families have
completed their 100-day quota and
cannot get work under MGNREGA any
more. Are you looking at increasing
the time period for MGNREGA
employment?

When the pandemic struck, employ-
ment opportunities were hitinvillages. A
large number of migrant workers also re-
turned to their villages. Under MGNREGA,
aRs 61,000 crore budget was provided,
but given the situation, an additional
Rs 40,000 crore was offered. In the entire
year now, Rs 1,01,500 crore will be spent
on MGNREGA. Secondly, the Garib Kalyan
Rojgar Abhiyaan was also launched to en-
sure jobs and Rs 50,000 crore was pro-
vided for it.

As far as increasing employment days
is concerned, no state has written to me
aboutityetand states have the right toin-
crease the days and bear the cost for it.
When a natural calamity strikes or under
special circumstances, the Central govern-
ment takes decisions to provide for an ex-
tra 50 days of work, but we don’t have
such a proposal now. If it comes to us, we
will deliberate over it.
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WORDLY WISE
CULTIVATORS OF THE EARTH ARE THE MOST
VALUABLE CITIZENS.

— THOMAS JEFFERSON
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

THE NAVIGATOR

As foreign minister, Jaswant Singh reshaped India’s diplomacy
at the turn of the millennium

INVOLVES US ALL

ASWANT SINGH, WHO died after a long illness on Sunday, is one of the few Indian
political leaders in recent memory to leave a strong imprint on the Union ministries
they had the opportunity to run. In the two national governments led by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee during 1998-2004, Singh served as the Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission, minister of external affairs, defence and finance. But it was in the diplo-
maticdomain that his legacy will most endure. Delhi confronted a hostile international mo-
ment and deteriorating regional dynamic with Pakistan and China after it conducted a seri-
es of nuclear tests and declared itself an atomic power in May 1998. It found its man of the
moment in Jaswant Singh, who helped India navigate the crisis with aplomb and come out
of it with an enhanced international standing. His extended dialogue with the US Deputy
Secretary of State, Strobe Talbott, during 1998-2000 not only helped blunt much of the inte-
rnational reaction to India’s nuclear defiance but also paved the way for resolving the costly
conflict between India and the global nuclear order that persisted since the early 1970s.
Even more importantly, Singh’s atomic diplomacy laid the basis for ending the decades
of political estrangement between Delhi and Washington and building a productive India-
US strategic partnership. His handling of the post nuclear crises also helped India explore so-
lutions to the long-standing territorial conflicts with Pakistan and China. Put simply, Singh,
along with Vajpayee’s national security adviser, Brajesh Mishra, turned the nuclear crisis of
1998 into a huge opportunity for writing a new script for India’s foreign policy. To be sure,
the attempts to reform and reorient India’s international relations began under Rajiv Gandhi
(1984-89) and gained some urgency under PV Narasimha Rao (1991-96), but it was the
Vajpayee years that saw the long-overdue overhaul of Indian diplomacy. Unlike with the US,
where Singh'’s initiatives produced quick and visible transformation, his hopes for negotiat-
ingearly border settlements with Pakistan and China have remained unfulfilled. But his con-
viction that India needs settled frontiers with Pakistan and China remains as relevant today
aswhen he was in charge of Indian diplomacy. It is also important to recall Singh’s success in
breaking out of India’s traditional zero-sum thinking about the Middle East. He insisted on
bringing India’s controversial relationship with Israel out of the political closet and simulta-
neously pursued avigorous engagement with key Islamic nations like Saudi Arabia and Iran.
Beyond the determination to restructure the foreign policy framework, Singh brought a
new sensibility, rooted in animmense confidence in India’s international possibilities, to the
nation’s diplomatic conduct. His personal grace and dignity helped Delhi to shed the defen-
sive prickliness that had come to mark Indian foreign policy in the preceding decades. As an
impressive parliamentarian and genuine liberal within the BJP, Singh stood out within the po-
litical class of his generation. For reshaping Indian diplomacy at the turn of the millennium,
he will be long remembered as one of India’s most consequential foreign ministers.

THE RIGHT REDRESS

Statutory backing to MSP makes no economic sense. Farmers
would be better off with income support that is crop-agnostic

HE ONGOING FARMERS' protests against the agriculture reform bills passed

by Parliament have seemingly crystallised into a single demand: Make the

minimum support price (MSP) a legal right. The main concern articulated

by protesters is over the government — in the guise of giving farmers the

freedom to sell outside state-regulated wholesale mandis — gradually dis-
continuing its MSP-based procurement operations. The Narendra Modi government has
denied this. Not only did it announce the MSPs for rabi crops on September 21 (as against
October 23 last year), but the procurement of the current season’s paddy has also been
kicked off five days before the usual date. PM Modi has stated that the “system of MSP will
remain” and “government procurement will continue”. However, these assurances have
cut no ice so far. Farmer organisations want the MSP to become an entitlement, similar to
the right to subsidised foodgrains (under the National Food Security Act), work (under the
MGNREGA) or free and compulsory education for children.

On the face of it, it is a fair demand. Farmers have saved the day. They produced all the
grain that was given out free to alleviate the distress of people most impacted by the COVID-
19-induced lockdown. Agriculture was also the only sector that grew even as the Indian
economy contracted 23.9 per centyear-on-year during April-June. Farmers have every rea-
son, then, to feel suspicious about the hurried manner in which the recent reform legisla-
tion was rammed through. But seeking redress by giving statutory backing to the MSP makes
no economic sense. There are established institutional mechanisms — the public distribu-
tion system (PDS), gram panchayats and government schools — to ensure right to food, min-
imum workdays and education. But what can the government do if safflower, nigerseed or
ragi prices fall below the MSPin hinterland markets? How much can it buy and how would
it dispose of these crops — unlike rice and wheat that are at least sold through the PDS?
Once the MSP becomes a “right”, the government is duty-bound to enforce it. In this case,
successful enforcement would mean not just distorting, but supplanting the market.

The time has come to rethink the MSP. Farmers would be better off with income sup-
port thatis crop-agnostic. The idea of a universal basic income (UBI), mooted in the 2016-
17 Economic Survey, is worth considering. Let all 12 crore-odd farm households receive
a UBI of, say, Rs 24,000 annually, which is four times the amount already extended un-
der PM-Kisan. The extra money required can be found by phasing out the MSP and all
market-distorting input subsidies. A UBI to complement the three reform laws will un-
leash the transformative potential of Indian agriculture.
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An honourable man

Jaswant Singh stood for a more inclusive India,
akinder BJP

SUDHEENDRA KULKARNI

A SOLDIER, A scholar, a lover and author of
books, a stalwart of the BJP who believed in
an inclusive and kinder India, a trusted col-
league of both Atal Bihari Vajpayee and L K
Advani, and a politician who would be a com-
plete misfit in the BJP of Narendra Modi and
Amit Shah, is no more.

Jaswant Singh, who passed away yester-
day at 82, was aleading intellectual of the BJP
from the time of its founding in 1980 till the
beginning of its decadal decline in 2004. He
was a pillar of strength for the Vajpayee-led
NDA government from 1998 to 2004, in which
he served in the defence, finance and exter-
nal affairs ministries. He was a senior figure in
the second tier of the party’s leadership, along
with Pramod Mahajan, Sushma Swaraj and
Arun Jaitley. All four have departed from this
world. The only other person, Modi, who be-
longed to that category, and was indeed jun-
ior to them in the party hierarchy, became
India’s prime minister in 2014. Singh could not
witness his party’s meteoric rise in the Modi
era because, even though he was alive, he
spent the final six years of his life in a coma.
Had he been in good health, he would have
been deeply disillusioned with Modi’s poli-
tics of communal polarisation, his govern-
ment’s assaults on India’s democratic institu-
tions, and the all-pervasive atmosphere of
jingoistic intolerance. Like two other former
stalwarts of the BJP — Yashwant Sinha and
Arun Shourie — he would have been a strident
critic of the Modi government.

Life was unkind to himinits last lap, justas
it was to Vajpayee and George Fernandes,
Singh’s close friend and another pillar of
strength for NDA-I. Prolonged coma — that
liminal state between life and non-life —
pushed him into national oblivion.
Nevertheless, remembering some signposts
from his life helps us better understand a tur-
bulent period in India’s recent political jour-
ney. They also make us aware of the inherent
complexities of the issues he dealt with and
the controversies he courted.

MajorJaswant Singh quit the Indian Army
in 1966 and joined the Bharatiya Jana Sangh
(the previous avatar of the BJP). One of the rea-
sons for this decision — the India-China war
in 1962 — has resurfaced in a different form

‘Why was Singh admired
within the BJP earlier, and
reviled later? A plausible
answer lies in the fact that,
under Vajpayee’s leadership,
the BJP was attempting
sincerely to broad-base itself
by becoming a liberal and
secular party. Hence, it
welcomed and empowered
persons like Singh even
though they had no RSS
links. Singh frequently voiced
his dissenting views in party
forums, for which both
Vajpayee and Advani
respected him.

right now at the LAC in Ladakh. In his book A
Callto Honour, he squarely blames Jawaharlal
Nehru's leadership for India’s debacle in the
war. “Leaders at the very top, military, diplo-
maticand political, failed India, criminally and
unforgivably.” But as a minister in Vajpayee’s
government, he advocated cooperation with
China, along with cautious talks on solving the
boundary dispute.

He played a more central role in formulat-
ing the government’s policy on Pakistan.
However, this road was strewn with more
thorns. Vajpayee’s Bus Yatra to Lahore in 1999
was followed by Pakistan’s betrayal in Kargil.
Not one to remain jubilant over India’s victory,
Singh, along with Advani, wanted Vajpayee to
continue the peace process. The result was the
Agra Summit with Pervez Musharraf in July
2001. Singh tried his utmost to save it from fail-
ure, but failed. Between these two events came
anepisode thatlanded himin abig controversy
— the hijacking of an Indian Airlines plane by
Pakistan-backed terrorists in December 1999.
He was heavily criticised for escorting Masood
Azharand other terrorists, who were swapped
to secure the release of hijacked passengers.
Singh, in his defence, later said, “I was not go-
ingonaholiday jaunt, 166 lives were involved.”

He risked another controversy when he
saidina TV interview that India was prepared
todiscuss with Pakistan conversion of the LoC
into the "final border". Many Indian — and
Pakistani — politicians privately hold this view,
oravariantof it, such as transforming the LoC
intoa “soft border”. Sadly, public posturing in
both countries has remained inflexible. Sartaj
Aziz, Pakistan's former foreign minister,
whom I met him in Islamabad two years ago,
said to me that Singh and he had discussed in-
novative solutions to the Kashmir dispute.

The BJP’s defeat in the 2004 parliamentary
elections, and its second consecutive debacle
in2009, led to Singh’s marginalisation. By this
time, Vajpayee had quit active politics. Advani
had been disempowered by the RSS after his
2005 visit to Pakistan, where he made some
perfectly factual remarks about Mohammed
Ali Jinnah. Among the few BJP leaders who
stood by Advani was Singh. This was not sur-
prising because he had, at this time, begun
writing his book Jinnah — India, Partition,

Independence, which became a bestseller
upon its publication in 2009.

The book was highly critical of the founder
of Pakistan, tracing his “epic journey” from be-
ing the ambassador of Hindu-Muslim unity to
a cynical advocate of the Two-Nation theory.
However, it also countered a lie that still sur-
vives in India — that Jinnah was the sole villain
of partition. “..Jinnah did not win Pakistan,”
Singhwrote, “as the Congress leaders — Nehru
and Patel — finally conceded Pakistan to Jinnah,
with the British acting as an ever-helpful mid-
wife". Singh was by no means the first one to
state this unpalatable truth. Ram Manohar
Lohia’s classic Guilty Men of India’s Partition
(1960) uncovers the culpability of the Congress,
and iseven more devastating in its criticism of
Hindu communal forces. Singh had to pay a
heavy price for writing this book. He was ex-
pelled from the BJP. The book was banned in
Gujarat, where Modi was chief minister. Even
though he returned to the party briefly, yet an-
other humiliation awaited himin 2014, when
hewas denied a ticket to contest the Lok Sabha
polls. His self-respect thus shattered, he suf-
fered a stroke after a fall in 2014, from which
he never recovered.

Why was Singh admired within the BJP
earlier, and reviled later? A plausible answer
lies in the fact that, under Vajpayee’s leader-
ship, the BJP was attempting sincerely to
broad-base itself by becomingaliberal and sec-
ular party. Hence, it welcomed and empow-
ered persons like Singh even though they had
no RSS links. Singh frequently voiced his dis-
senting views in party forums, for which both
Vajpayee and Advani respected him. After the
demolition of the Babri Mosque in 1992, they
even encouraged him to conductareconcilia-
tory dialogue with Muslim leaders and BJP crit-
ics. Singh later wrote a book on this subject.

All this is unthinkable in the new BJP und-
er Modi and Shah, who abhor democracy both
within the party and in India’s larger socio-po-
litical life. Had Singh recovered from his coma,
he would have found the party he devotedly
served for over four decades unrecognisable.

The writer was an aide to former Prime
Minister Vajpayee and worked closely with
Jaswant Singh

UNDER A DARK CLOUD

In Monsoon Session, government violated norms to push through anti-farmer laws

BiNnoy ViswaM

THIS MONSOON SESSION of Parliament will
forever be remembered for the draconian
pieces of legislation that turned India’s farm-
ersand workers into slaves of capitalist greed.
The propaganda machine of the BJP has been
in overdrive to whitewash the evil content of
these laws. But it failed to convince even the
party’s closest allies.

Inits enthusiasm to pass the bills, the gov-
ernment blatantly violated parliamentary
norms and rules of procedure in both Houses.
The basic principle of a vibrant democracy en-
sures the vitality of the Opposition as they rep-
resent a different view from that of the gov-
ernment and act as a safeguard to represent
the often-suppressed voices of the people. In
the Monsoon Session, especially in the Rajya
Sabha, the ruling party was extra cautious to
bypass the Opposition, maybe because of their
uncertainty regarding the often “managed”
majority. Some of their most trusted allies
chose to support the farmers and workers in-
stead of the government.

Rule 252 of the Rajya Sabha Rulebook
clearly states thatitis the right of any member
to ask for a vote by “division”. Unfortunately,
the rules and traditions of democracy held lit-
tle value. The arrogance of the ruling party
reached its zenith as it twisted the narrative
and eight Rajya Sabha MPs were suspended.

The Farmers’ Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act,
2020, The Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on Prices Assurance
and Farm Services Act, 2020 and The Essential

The anti-farmer laws will
take away the farmers’
unquestionable control over
land as their authority on the
produce is nullified due to
pre-existing contracts with
corporates. The labour codes
entrench the power of
private capital over labour
and ensure that collective
bargaining is systematically
undermined.

Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020,
sounded the death knell for the Indian farmer
as these effectively open up the entire agricul-
tural sector to large agri-businesses while
leaving farmersin the lurch. The institutional-
isation of contract farming is a noose around
the neck of farmers — 86.2 per cent of whom
own less than five acres of land.

The government claims it is empowering
these farmers to sell their produce freely, but
one must ask how fair and free this trade will
be when large agri-businesses come to nego-
tiate. The experience of farmers, both locally
and internationally, where corporatisationin
the agricultural sector has been enforced, is
disturbing. In Bihar, which abolished the
APMC system in 2006, small and marginal
farmers have been left to the mercy of traders
and private players as government procure-
mentremains low and private investment for
the creation of new markets scant. The 2019
case by PepsiCo against nine potato farmers
in Ahmedabad claiming damages of Rs 1 crore
serves as a reminder of the fate of farmers in
acorporatised agricultural sector. In Brazil and
Mexico, corporatisation of agriculture has left
millions of farmers struggling to survive while
large corporations reap the rewards of the
farmers’ labour.

The three labour codes passed by
Parliament — industrial relations, social secu-
rity and the occupational safety, health and
working conditions codes — follow a similar
ideology of favouring private capital over the
rights of workers. From the restriction of the

definition of the term “worker” to exclude and
disenfranchise platform workers, to the war
on unions, and the assault on job security via
the normalisation of fixed-term contracts, the
government’s anti-worker agendais laid bare.
The deregulation of occupational safety,
health and working conditions is especially
criticalina scenario where more than 40,000
deaths are estimated to take place at work-
sites every year in India. For the over 90 per
cent of the workforce that operates in the in-
formal sector, the linking of social benefits to
the size of the establishment will leave out
millions. The “hire and fire” culture being pro-
moted by these pieces of legislationis a direct
threat to the lives and livelihoods of workers.
The rights of workers that the Indian labour
movement has struggled for since before
Independence have been undone.

Land, labour and capital form the three pil-
lars of production. The anti-farmer laws will
take away the farmers’ unquestionable con-
trol over land as their authority on the pro-
duceis nullified due to pre-existing contracts
with corporates. The labour codes entrench
the power of private capital over labour and
ensure that collective bargaining is systemat-
ically undermined. But then, itis natural fora
government that holds privatisation and cor-
poratisationasa “silver bullet” to alleconomic
problems to enact policies that benefit only
the rich and powerful.

The writer is secretary, National Council, CPI
and leader of the party in Parliament
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IrRAQ GETS UPPER HAND
IRAQI FORCES HAVE captured Ahwaz, the cap-
ital city of Iran’s oil rich Arabistan province on
the sixth day of the war between the two
countries. The fall of Ahwaz means that Iraqi
units have penetrated 64 km into Iran, and
they hold the next major city north from the
embattled Iranian oil centres at Abadan and
Khoramhahr. This gives them control of the
province that Iran’s largest Arabic speaking
population. Iran has conceded that long strips
of border territory have suffered three days of
almost continuous shelling. Meanwhile
Tehran radio has reported that Iranian troops
have destroyed the military airport of the
northern Iraqi city of city of Kirkuk.

Z1A IN IRAN

PAKISTAN PRESIDENT ZIA-UL-HAQ, who is
trying to mediate in the Iran-Iraq war arrived
in Tehran. The Pakistan leader who is also
slated to address the UN General Assembly as
a spokesperson from the Muslim world has
emerged as a prominent face in the politics of
this world. He will leave for Baghdad after his
Tehran sojourn.

NO MEDIATION

IRAN RULED OUT mediation inits six-day war
withIraq, which it looked upon as one of con-
flicting deals imposed on Iran. Iran’s posture
reflected a stiffening of positions came at a
press conference inresponse to mediation ef-

New Delhi

forts by the Islamic Conference Nations and
the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat. Tehran
said it could offer aid without strings and from
those who did so out of humanitarian consid-
eration.

INDIAN EMBASSY FAILS
NEARLY EVERY INDIAN fleeing the Persian
Gulfhad one lament, the officials of the Indian
embassies in both Iran and Iraq were nowhere
insight to help the Indians in distress, as a re-
sult of the war raging the region. Visa formal-
ities were difficult as most Indians had lost
their passports in the bombing. In contrast,
their employers have received good words
from Indians.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“US' highway robbery of TikTok completely violates market principles and
the spirit of the rule of law. It is a distorted hegemonic behaviour under the

forced intervention of the US government.”

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA
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The farmer’s freedom to sell

On farm bills, government must get its act together,
but Opposition is misguided

[FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
BY ASHOK GULATI

The passing of the farm bills in both the
Houses of Parliament has sparked a major
controversy in the country. The government
claims that it is a historic step taken in the in-
terest of farmers, giving them the freedom to
sell their produce anywhere in the country
and to any one they want. But the opposition
parties described the passing of the bills as a
“black day” because these pieces of legislation
could destroy the existing system of mini-
mum support price (MSP)and the APMC mar-
kets, leaving farmers at the mercy of big cor-
porations.

Where does the truth lie? Let us dig a lit-
tle deeper into the economics and politics of
it.

The bills — The Farmers’ Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation)
Bill, 2020 (FPTC); The Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement
on Price Assurance and Farm Services Bill,
2020 (FAPAFS); and The Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 2020 (ECA)
— have to be seen in totality. Essentially, the
FPTC breaks the monopolistic powers of the
APMC markets, while FAPAFS allows contract
farming, and ECA removes stocking limits on
traders for a large number of commodities,
with some caveats still in place.

The economic rationale of these pieces of
legislation is to provide greater choice and
freedom to farmers to sell their produce and
to buyers to buy and store, thereby creating
competition in agricultural marketing. This
competition is expected to help build more
efficient value chains in agriculture by reduc-
ing marketing costs, enabling better price dis-
covery,improving price realisation for farmers

and, at the same time, reducing the price paid
by consumers. It will also encourage private
investment in storage, thus reducing wastage
and help contain seasonal price volatility. Itis
because of these potential benefits that I had
compared these pieces of legislation to the de-
licensing of industryin 1991 (‘A 1991 moment
for agriculture’, IE, May 18). 1 had also sug-
gested that for these legal changes to deliver
results, we need to create Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs)and invest in marketing
infrastructure. In that context, it is good to see
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has initi-
ated programmes for the creation of 10,000
FPOs and an Agriculture Infrastructure Fund
(AIF) of Rs one lakh crore to handle post-har-
vest produce, anchored largely with FPOs.
NABARD has been entrusted to implement
this along with other agencies and state gov-
ernments.

I must caution that sometimes good
ideas/laws fail because of bad implementation.
Just to cite an example, late Arun Jaitley had
announced a scheme called TOP (tomatoes,
onions and potatoes) to stabilise the prices of
these farm products through processing and
storage. He also allocated Rs 500 crore for it.
The scheme was entrusted to the Ministry of
Food Processing forimplementation. Buteven
after three years of the scheme, noteven 5 per
cent of the money promised has been spent.
No wonder, the government is back to export
bans of onions, fearing a spike in onion prices.
This is contrary to the signal that the govern-
mentwants to give through the farmbills that
farmers have freedom to sell.

It seems the government has one foot on
the accelerator to liberalise agri markets, and
the other foot is on the brake (ban on onion
exports). All this dentsits credibility. [ am say-
ing this to emphasise that NABARD has a lot
of heavy lifting to do, else they will fail the
country by not realising the full potential of
these legal changes. NABARD must get its act
together, take professional advice and work
with implementing agencies in the private
sector, including various foundations already
working with farmers. The pay off will be very
high. It will make Indian agriculture globally
competitive, and benefit farmers and con-
sumers alike.

Butthen why is there somuch opposition?

The Opposition has now
changed the goal post. Itis
asking MSP to be made legal,
implying that all private
player buying below this
price could be jailed. That
will spell disaster in the
markets, and private players
will shun buying. The
government does not have
the wherewithal to buy all
the 23 commodities for
which MSP is announced.
Even for wheat and paddy; it
cannot assure MSP
throughout India.

The Congress is leading the charge. But its
manifesto for the 2019 general election said,
“Congress will repeal the Agricultural Produce
Market Committee Actand make trade in agri-
cultural produce — including exports and in-
ter-state trade — free from all restrictions”. And
further: “We will establish farmers’ markets
with adequate infrastructure and support in
large villages and small towns to enable the
farmer to bring his/her produce and freely
market the same” (points 11 and 12 of the
manifesto under the section on ‘Agriculture’).
[fail to understand how this is different from
what the three bills are about? Idon’t have any
political affiliation, but all my professional life
has been spent in analysing agri-policies; |
have found how farmers in India have been
implicitly taxed through restrictive trade and
marketing policies. This is so muchin contrast
with China and other OECD countries that
heavily subsidise their agriculture (see graph).
So, the freedom to sell is the beginning to-
wards correcting this massive distortion and
that's why Iwelcome this move.

But the Opposition has now changed the
goal post. It is asking MSP to be made legal,
implying that all private players buying be-
low this price could be jailed. That will spell
disaster in the markets, and private players
will shun buying. The government does not
have the wherewithal to buy all the 23 com-
modities for which MSP is announced. Even
for wheat and paddy;, it cannot assure MSP
throughout India. The reality, as the 70th
round of NSSO on Key Indicators of Situal
Agricultural Households in India shows, is
that only six per cent of farmers gain from
MSPs. Roughly the same percentage of value
of agri-produce is sold at MSPs. The rest of the
farming community (94 per cent) faces im-
perfect markets. It is time to “get agri-mar-
kets right”. These farm bills are steps in that
direction.

Some states fear losing revenue from
mandi fees and cess. The Centre can promise
them some compensation, for say three-five
years, subject to reforms in APMC markets.
Arhtias are smart. They can take on new roles
of aggregation for the private sector.

The writer is Infosys Chair Professor for
Agriculture at ICRIER

The absence of Isher

Isher Judge Ahluwalia will be missed as independent academic and institution-builder

N K SING

THE DEMISE OF Isher Judge Ahluwalia, Isher
to her friends, has left a deep void in many
lives, including mine. I had known Isher for
decades. Her warmth, affection and appro-
priateness on every occasion were, to say the
least, overwhelming. It would be fair to say
that the academic and research communi-
ties have losta brilliant economistand an in-
stitution builder.

I have known her husband Montek Singh
Ahluwalia for much longer, having studied
with him at St Stephen’s College and there-
after as he pursued his career with the World
Bank. I came in closer contact with Isher af-
ter Montek’s return to India when he was an
important Joint Secretary during the tenure
of the late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
Thereafter, my interactions with Isher
spanned over several facets of my career.

During the critical years of India’s balance
of payments crisis, she was an informal, but
very mature advisor to what the Delhi cir-
cles often pejoratively described as the Singh
Darbar (this meant Manmohan Singh,
Montek and, perhaps, me). She never in-
truded, in any way, with the decision-mak-
ing process, but her congenital reform in-
stincts greatly contributed in enabling the
policy leadership to adopt the changes which
liberated India’s economy. She played this
informal advisory role with great equanim-
ity and rectitude. Rectitude was also a guid-
ing factor both in her personal and official

life.

Looking atIsher’s independent career as
a professional economist, there could be no
better description than the one she has used
in her autobiography titled Breaking Through.
In the chapter “The Battleground”, she de-
scribes a critical phase in India’s economic
reforms when Montek was the Finance
Secretary: “He was entering what would be-
come the most exciting phase of his career,
with the longest tenure as Finance Secretary.
I had reasons to be satisfied that my work
contributed to the change in thinking. My
challenge now was to avoid becoming Mrs
Finance Secretary!”

Her independence of thinking and con-
tribution to institution building has been
summed up in this sentence. While provid-
ing perfect companionship to Montek and
mentorship to her sons Pawan and Aman,
she never compromised on her integrity and
identity as an academic and serious re-
searcher.

It was during this period that both of us
were members of the Indian Council for
Research on International Economic
Relations (ICRIER), which, at that time, was in
its formative stage. The late KB Lall had set up
this institution and had drawn some people
whom he had mentored in the past includ-
ing Amar Nath Verma, Montek, Isher and
myself. When Isher became the director of
ICRIER, she soon realised that autonomy of

research organisations must be paramount.
No research entity would have credibility un-
lessitisindependent of governmental inter-
ference. At that stage, ICRIER was depend-
ent, in no small measure, on the financial
support received from the Ministry of
Finance. She felt uncomfortable and em-
barked on the challenging trajectory of mak-
ing ICRIER financially independent. She was
relentless in her pursuit, seeking endow-
ments and creating a corpus, which did en-
able ICRIER to become a fully independent
and, in the truest sense of the term, au-
tonomous research organisation.

In these complex endeavours, she never
allowed the highest quality of research at
ICRIER to be compromised. Her eye for the
best talent was ever-roving to secure aca-
demics and researchers who could con-
tribute to high-quality research. It is no sur-
prise that ICRIER has been rated among the
leading independent think-tank institutions,
even by the daunting international stan-
dards. Institution-building and their long-
term financial viability in this country are
never easy. Isher realised this challenge first
asICRIER’s director and, subsequently, as the
chairperson emeritus of the Board of
Governors for the last 15 years. Given her
passion, I remained a member of the Board
until giving up this responsibility to accept
my current office.

Isher was also a great believer in en-

hancing academic understanding between
India and major global economic players.
In no small measure, her support was crit-
ical to the continuation of the Neemrana
Conference where ICRIER became a co-
partner with the National Bureau of
Economic Research (NBER), and at the an-
nual conference of the Stanford University
Centre for International Development. Her
presence was catalytic in securing an inter-
action between key US and Indian academ-
ics, policy-makers and leading corporates
on emerging global challenges. The seeds
of many economic reforms were sowed
during these conferences. Her legacy in
other international institutions as the chair-
person of the board of the International
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and
the chairperson of the High-Powered
Expert Committee on Urban Infrastructure
Services is invaluable.

Isher will be sorely missed. In multiple
ways, she has lived up to every expectation
she had of herself of not being described as
Mrs Finance Secretary. Of her legacy, it will be
apt to quote the American philosopher
William James. who has said: “The great use
of life is to spend it for something that will
outlast it.” I have no doubt that ICRIER will
fulfil this quest.

The writer is chairman, 15th Finance
Commission

Fields of change

Indian agriculture has moved on from Green
Revolution, is no longer centred in Punjab and
Haryana. Reform is about giving farmers choice

Records and Services Index (LRSI). In the
2020 rankings, the top three states are
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Maharashtra.
Punjab and Haryana, the backbone of
India’s Green Revolution and vanguard of
India’s farmer interests, rank 16th and 18th
respectively. DILRMPis often about digitis-
ing/modernising existing land records. But

BIBEK DEBROY

as that 2009 report mentioned, we need
surveys/re-surveys. The dashboard tells us

ALOT HAS been written on farmers. How
many farmers are there in India? Almost
111 million are registered for the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan).
This is based on self-declaration, with
penalties for false declaration. Registration
requires the family to hold cultivable land,
duly registered. If a family member is rela-
tively privileged (MP/MLA, pension ex-
ceeding Rs 10,000, an income-tax payer, or
a professional), one can’t opt for the PM-
Kisan benefits. Therefore, 111 million is a
lower bound figure. Other than some cat-
egories being barred from PM-Kisan ben-
efits, not every eligible farmer has neces-
sarily registered for PM-Kisan.

Every five years, we have an Agriculture
Census. The last one was in 2015-16. That
gave us 146 million holdings, an increase
from 138 millionin 2010-11, a result of fur-
ther fragmentation. If the agricultural land-
holding is conditional on being a farmer,
apart froma possible further increase since
2015-16, 146 million is possibly the upper
bound. Every definition of “farmer” is not
contingent on the ownership of land. The
Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’
Rights Act of 2001 is an example where sta-
tusas afarmer depends on cultivating land
(or supervising cultivation), not owning it.
Thatissue was also flagged by the National
Commission on Farmers, such as in the
Draft National Policy for Farmers (2006),
where “farmers” included agricultural
labourers, sharecroppers, tenants and so
on. When talking and generalising about
farmers, it is necessary to specify which set
one has inmind. For instance, a hike in agri-
cultural wages is good for agricultural
labour. But it squeezes a landholder.

If land is a prerequisite for defining
someone as a farmer, surely one should ask
questions about the quality of land records
in various states. The Committee on State
Agrarian Relations and the Unfinished Task
in Land Reforms (2009) was devastating in
its critique. “The Committee also takes a
note of the fact that the Survey and
Settlement Operations in the Permanently
Settled Areas have not been taken up and
where they have been taken up, for instance
inBihar, they tend to never conclude... The
last extensive survey and settlement in
India was conducted two to three decades
prior to Independence. Post-Independence,
some states have not undertaken revisional
survey and settlement so far.”

Two or three decades prior to
Independence means the 1920s, for some
states. Of course, there have been improve-
ments since 2009 and the Department of
Land Resources has a Digital India Land
Records Modernisation Programme (DIL-
RMP) and the dashboard shows what var-
ious states have accomplished under DIL-
RMP. Using various indicators obtained
through DILRMP, NCAER publishes a Land

these have been completed in only 11.5 per
cent of villages. Gujarat, West Bengal and
Tripura score high on this (over 90 per
cent). Punjab’s track record is O per cent.

With agriculture in the State List,
should everything be left to the states? If
land records are in this condition, some
farmers will conceivably be excluded from
the farmer definition, because land records
have not been updated. We may have one
country one tax, but rules on who can buy
agricultural land vary across states.
Therefore, in urban suburbia, there are
farmers who have bought agricultural land
and live in farmhouses. Until that land is
converted to non-agricultural use, they too
will be farmers. Should their voices also in-
fluence policy decisions? However, such
numbers are insignificant. In deciding
whom to hear, there must be some sense of
which farmers are more important. With
diverse and heterogenous agriculture, all
farmers will not have identical views.

The 2015-16 Agricultural Census tells
us that most operational holdings are in UP,
Bihar, Maharashtra and MP, in that order.
The highest operated areas are in
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, UP and MP, in that
order. 86.1 per cent of holdings are small
and marginal (less than 2 hectares) and
only 0.6 per cent are large (more than 10
hectares). There is increasing FCI procure-
ment of rice from Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha, and of
wheat from MP, UP and Rajasthan. E-NAM
(National Agricultural Market) has more
coverage from MP, UP, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Gujarat than from Punjab
or Haryana. There is a chamber of com-
merce and industry known as PHD, active
primarily in North India. (Disclosure: |
worked there for a while.) When initially
established, the acronym PHD stood for
Punjab-Haryana-Delhi. As it diversified, it
shed that antecedent and became progress,
harmony and development, but many peo-
ple still think of it as Punjab-Haryana-Delhi.
[ think this is a good metaphor for the way
we look at Indian agriculture.

The face of Indian agriculture has
changed and is no longer what it was in the
Green Revolution days, centred on Punjab,
Haryana and western UP. With realisticin-
put costs, that form of agriculture is no
longer viable in those Green Revolution
tracts. Farmers, and governments, in Bihar
and Kerala, don’t want APMCs, nor do UP,
MP, Gujarat and Karnataka. There is no ev-
idence that this has made those farmers
worse off. | knew the late Sharad Anantrao
Joshi well and he used to say it is a myth
that India has liberalised since 1991.
Reforms are about choice, competition and
efficiency and those haven’t touched agri-
culture. Why should farmers, even those in
PH, not have the choice?

The writer is chairman, Economic Advisory
Council to the PM. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TiiLL 2023

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Prepare
for the shot’ (IE, September 25).
Without a vaccine we cannot breathe
easy tillmid-2023 — the year when we
can start measuring the benefit of total
pan-India vaccination, provided we
work with efficiency and focus. We
need to rid society of fear, without
which a revival is difficult.

SSPaul, Nadia

WELCOMING US

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Friends
& neighbours’ (IE, September 24). The
unanticipated proactiveness from of a
non-resident power in thelndian Ocean
is already challenging the status quo in
this significant channel of global trade
and communication. The US-Maldives
agreement on defence cooperation
should be seen as a development aimed
atensuring stability and security in the
larger Indian Ocean region.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

LET THEM SPEAK

This refer to the article, ‘ You dare not
speak '( IE, September 25). It is sad that
the free voice of raw youth is under at-
tacks, with their role models (teachers)
also being let down in front of them.
This is the last thing that should hap-
pento the future leaders of this coun-
try. The more you suppress the youth,
the greater the fortification of their ide-
alism. Let’s not crush the spirit of the
youth for vested interests. Let’s stop this
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vitiation of the public conversation and
environment in the country.
RD Singh, Ambala

POLICE AND PROTEST

This refer to the article, ‘The criminali-
sation of protest’ (IE, September 26).
The Delhi police’s farcical investigation
into the February riots was foreshad-
owed by its treating with kid gloves
some of the BJP’s leaders making
provocative outbursts against the anti-
CCA protesters. Now with the start of
the investigation, instead of being even-
handed, they are implicating with
abandon academics, social activists and
intellectuals.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

New Delhi
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NOSIVIWE MAPISA-NQAKULA

South Africa’s Defence Minister

SOUTH AFRICA
Defence minister's
pay docked over

military plane use

SOUTH AFRICA'S President
has reprimanded Defence
Minister Nosiviwe Mapisa-
Nqgakula and docked her
pay for three months for
taking a delegation to
Zimbabwe on an air force
plane, his office said. The
opposition had accused
Mapisa-Nqgakula of misus-
ing state resources by let-
ting the group from the
ruling party travel with her
to Harare in September.
The presidency said
Mapisa-Ngakula was on
an official trip. But her de-
cisionto let the delegation,
who were travelling to
Zimbabwe on unrelated
business, join her on the
flight was an “error of
judgement”. REUTERS

EUROPE
Swiss voters
reject curbson

EUimmigration

SWISS VOTERS have over-
whelmingly rejected a
right-wing party’s attempt
to scrap a pact allowing the
free movement of people
from the European Union,
according to a projection of
results by broadcaster SRF
on Sunday. The Swiss
People’s Party (SVP) had
called a referendum on the
EU agreement —avote that
was seen as an important
testof attitudes towards for-
eigners who make up a
quarter of the population.
The SVP has pushed to take
back control of immigra-
tion, echoing the arguments
pro-Brexit politicians used
intherun-up toBritain’sexit
from the EU. REUTERS

USA
Californiatohouse
transgender
inmates by their

genderidentity

GOVERNOR GAVIN
Newsom signed a law on
Saturday requiring
California to house trans-
gender inmates in prisons
based on their gender
identity — but only if the
state does not have “man-
agement or security con-
cerns”. The California
Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation houses
men and women in sepa-
rate facilities. Transgender
inmates are often housed
based on their sex assigned
atbirth. Advocates say this
is dangerous, particularly
for transgender women
housed in facilities for
men. AP
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PORTLAND POLICE CLASH WITH PROTESTERS, PRESS

Atarally against police violence and racial inequality in Portland, Oregon. Police clashed with protesters and pushed back
members of the press in downtown Portland into early Sunday morning, making more than 20 arrests. The violence
followed a relatively peaceful rally by the right-wing Proud Boys group and counter protests by anti-fascist and Black Lives
Matter activists on Saturday. Videos published online showed police pushing protesters and photographers to the ground
and jabbing them with batons as officers drove them out of an area near Portland’s federal courthouse. Reuters

Fighting erupts between Armenia,
Azerbaijan over disputed region

16 killed, over 100 injured; Armenia claims it shot down Azerbaijani helicopters

AVET DEMOURIAN
YEREVAN, SEPTEMBER 27

FIGHTING ERUPTED anew
Sunday between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces over the dis-
puted separatist region of
Nagorno-Karabakh and a top
territorial official said 16 people
were killed and more than 100
wounded, while Azerbaijan’s
president said his military has
suffered losses.

Armenia also claimed that
two Azerbaijani helicopters were
shot down and three Azerbaijani
tanks were hit by artillery, but
Azerbaijan’s defense ministry re-
jected that claim.

Heavy fighting broke out in
the morning in the region that
lies within Azerbaijan but has
been under the control of ethnic
Armenian forces backed by

Azerbaijani tanks at the contact line of the self-proclaimed
Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijan. AP

Armenia since 1994 at the end of
a separatist war. It was not im-
mediately clear what sparked
the fighting, the heaviest since
clashes in July killed 16 people
from both sides.
Nagorno-Karabakh authori-
ties reported that shelling hit the
region’s capital of Stepanakert

KHYBER-PAKHTUNKHWA PROVINCE

Pak: Provincial govt to buy ancestral
houses of Raj Kapoor, Dilip Kumar

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
PESHAWAR, SEPTEMBER 27

THE PROVINCIAL government in
Pakistan’s Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
has decided to purchase the an-
cestral houses of legendary
Bollywood actors Raj Kapoor and
Dilip Kumar to conserve the his-
toric buildings which are in di-
lapidated condition and facing
demolition threat.

The Department of
Archaeology in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province has de-
cided to allocate sufficient
funds for purchasing the two
buildings, which have been de-
clared as the national heritage
and lie in the heart of Peshawar
city, an official said.

An official letter has been
sent to the Deputy

Commissioner of Peshawar to
determine the cost of both the
historic buildings, where the two
greats of Indian cinema were
born and raised in their early
days before the partition, said Dr
Abdus Samad Khan, the head of
department of archaeology.

Raj Kapoor's ancestral home,
known as Kapoor Haveli, is situ-
ated in the fabled Qissa Khwani
Bazar. It was built between 1918
and 1922 by the actor’s grandfa-
ther Dewan Basheswarnath
Kapoor. Raj Kapoor and his un-
cle Trilok Kapoor were born in
the building, It has been declared
national heritage by the provin-
cial government.

Dilip Kumar’s ancestral
house, which is more than 100
years old, is also located in the
same area. The house isin sham-
bles and was declared as na-

and the towns of Martakert and
Martuni. Armenian Defense
Ministry spokesman Artsrun
Hovhannisyan also said
Azerbaijani shelling hit within
Armenian territory near the
town of Vardenis.

Artur Sarkisian, deputy head
of the Nagorno-Karabakh army,

tional heritage in 2014 by the
then Nawaz Sharif government.

Khan said the owners of the
two buildings made many at-
tempts in the past to demolish
them for constructing commer-
cial plazas in view of their prime
location but all such moves were
stopped as the archaeology de-
partment wanted to preserve
them keeping in view their his-
toric importance.

In2018, the Pakistan govern-
ment decided to convert the
Kapoor Haveli into a museum,
heeding to a request by Rishi
Kapoor who died this year in
Mumbai. However, the an-
nouncement to this effect could
not be materialised despite a
lapse of around two years.

There are around 1,800 his-
toric structures in Peshawar
which are over 300 years old.

said that 16 people were killed
and more than 100 wounded. It
wasn't immediately clear if the
figure included both soldiers and
civilians. Earlier, the Armenian
human rights ombudsman said
a woman and child had been
killed in the shelling.

Another Armenian Defense
Ministry spokeswoman,
Shushan Stepanyan, said “the
Armenian side” shot down two
helicopters and hit three tanks.

Azerbaijani President [lham
Aliyev ordered martial law be
imposed in some regions of the
country and called for a curfew
in major cities.

In a televised address to the
nation, Aliyev said that “there are
losses among the Azerbaijani
forces and the civilian popula-
tion as a result of the Armenian
bombardment,” but didn’t give
further details. AP

Senate Republicans
ready quick pushon
Trump’s SC nominee

President officially announces Barrett as pick to replace RBG

LAWRENCE HURLEY
& STEVEHOLLAND
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 27

US SENATE Republicans on
Sunday prepared a concerted
push toward quickly confirming
President Donald Trump’s third
Supreme Court nominee, Amy
Coney Barrett, despite strenuous
objections by Democrats who
appear powerless to stop them.

InaWhite House Rose Garden
ceremony on Saturday, Trump
announced Barrett, 48, as his se-
lection to replace liberal Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who died
on Sept. 18 at age 87. Barrett said
she would be ajustice in the mold
of the late staunch conservative
Antonin Scalia. Her confirmation
would resultina6-3 conservative
majority on the court.

Trump urged Republicans,
who hold a 53-47 Senate major-
ity, to confirm Barrett, a federal ap-
peals courtjudge and a favorite of
religious conservatives, by the Nov
3 election. He has said he expects
the justices to have to resolve the
election in which he faces
Democratic challenger Joe Biden.

The Supreme Court has only
once in US history had to resolve
a presidential election, in 2000.
Trump also has declined to com-
mit to a peaceful transfer of
power if he loses the election.

“AsThave stated, thisnomina-
tion will receive a vote on the
Senate floor in the weeks ahead,”
said Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, who has made con-
firming Trump’s judicial appoint-
ments a paramount priority.

Barrett is expected to begin
meetings with individual sena-
tors on Tuesday. Trump said the
Senate Judiciary Committee
would begin confirmation hear-
ings on October12.

Like Trump’s two other ap-
pointees, Neil Gorsuchin2017 and
Brett Kavanaughin 2018, Barrettis
youngenough thatshe could serve
for decades, leaving a lasting con-
servative imprint. REUTERS

Judge Amy Coney Barrett applauds as Trump announces her
as his nominee to the Supreme Court, at the Rose Garden of
the White House on Saturday. AP
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Y
Calls forrecusal

DEMOCRATS ARE urging
Barrett, whois likely to be
confirmed by the GOP-major-
ity Senate, to recuse herself
from any potential cases re-
lated to the Nov 3 election.
They argue that since Trump
has publically said he wanted
his nominee confirmed soon
because the election results
could go to court, this could
influence Barrett inany such
case. But while US law re-
quires justices to recuse them-
selvesin case of a conflict of
interest, it leaves it to the jus-
tice to determine what consti-
tutes conflict of interest. So,
the final decision on the re-
cusal will remain Barrett’s.

Sudan is latest focus of US efforts
to improve Arab ties with Israel

RONEN BERGMAN
& DECLAN WALSH
SEPTEMBER 27

AMERICAN EFFORTS to persuade
more Arab countries tonormalise
relations with Israel before the
November election are focused
on Sudan, where negotiations
have stalled over the amountofa
financial incentive promised to
Sudan in exchange for recognis-
ing Israel, officials said Saturday.

But the campaign’s most im-
portant target, Saudi Arabia, they
said, was unlikely to recognise
Israel this year.

US President Donald Trump
has said that “at least five or six
countries” were poised to follow
the United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain in normalising relations
with Israel, one of the biggest
foreign policy achievements of
his administration. He said that

Sudan Prime Minister
Abdalla Hamdok

one could be Saudi Arabia, a
breakthrough that would carry
great weight in the Arab world.
Buttwolsraeliofficials said that
while Saudi officials were involved
innegotiations to secure the recog-
nition of Israel by the UAE and
Bahrain, they had noplanstodoso
themselves in the near future.
Officials believe the most im-
mediate prospect is Sudan, and
the US has linked recognition of

LEADERS OF SLOWLY SINKING ISLAND NATIONS, PARCHED AFRICAN COUNTRIES SPEAK OuTt AT UN

If virus doesn’t kill us, climate chan

CARAANNA
JOHANNESBURG, SEPT 27

IN A year of cataclysm, some
world leaders at this week’s an-
nual United Nations meeting are
taking the long view, warning: If
Covid-19 doesn’t kill us, climate
change will.

With Siberia seeing its
warmest temperature on record
this yearand enormous chunks of
ice capsin Greenland and Canada
sliding into the sea, countries are
acutely aware there’s no vaccine
for global warming.

“We are already seeing a ver-
sion of environmental
Armageddon,” Fiji's Prime

Minister Frank Bainimarama
said, citing wildfires in the west-
ern US and noting that the
Greenland ice chunk was larger
than anumber of island nations.

This was meant to be the year
“we took back our planet,” he
said. Instead, the coronavirus has
diverted resources and attention
from what could have been the
marquee issue at this UN gath-
ering. Meanwhile, the UN global
climate summit has been post-
poned to late 2021.

That hasn’t stopped coun-
tries, from slowly sinking island
nations to parched African ones,
from speaking out.

“Inanother 75 years, many ...
members may no longer hold

Kausea Natano, PM of Tuvalu, speaks in a pre-recorded
message at the United Nations General Assembly. AP

seats at the United Nations if the
world continues on its present
course,” the Alliance of Small

Island States and the Least
Developed Countries Group said.
The maingoal of the 2015 Paris

climate accord is to limit the rise
in global temperatures to 2 de-
grees Celsius above pre-industrial
times, but scientists say the world
isontrackto soar past that. Anew
study found that if the world
warms another 0.9 degrees
Celsius, the West Antarctic ice
sheet will reach a point of irre-
versible melting. It has enough
water to raise global sea levels by
5 metres.

The Pacific island nation of
Palau hasn’t had a single Covid-
19 infection, but President
Tommy E. Remengesau Jr. warns
it'’s the rising seas that will bring
the country down.

“The momentary dropin(car-
bon) emissions this year cannot

be allowed to generate any com-
placency about global progress,”
he said, referring to the sparkling
skies that followed lockdowns to
slow the spread of the virus
around the world. Pollution has
crept back up as restrictions ease.

World powers cannot shirk
their financial commitments to
fighting climate change during
the pandemic, Remengesau said,
evenas economies are battered.

But few pledges have emerged
at the UN gathering, aside from
China’s announcement that it
aims to have carbon dioxide emis-
sions peak before 2030 and
achieve carbon neutrality by 2060.

Amid concerns that the
world is distracted, it was per-

New Delhi

Israel to Sudan’s removal from a
list of states that sponsor terror-
ism,alongstanding Sudanese de-
mand. The designation hinders
Sudan’s ability to receive debt re-
liefand international financial aid,
and isamajor hurdle to foreignin-
vestment in Sudan.

But recognition of Israel is a
highly contentiousissue that offi-
cials and analysts warn could
destabilise the country’s fragile
transitional government. This past
week, Lt. Gen. Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan, Sudan’s de facto leader,
flew to the UAE for unofficial talks
with US and Emirati officials about
an economic assistance package
for Sudan’s stricken economy that
officials say could help to sell
recognition of Israel. But on
Saturday, Sudan PM Abdalla
Hamdok, reiterated his opposition
to US efforts to link recognition of
Israelto Sudan’s removal from the
terrorism list. NYT

will: Vulnerable nations seek action

haps no surprise that the stu-
dent-led movement Fridays for
Future returned to the streets
this week for the first major
demonstrations for climate ac-
tion in months.

Island nations have seized on
the unusual circumstances to
show off what'’s at stake. The
Prime Minister of Tuvalu, Kausea
Natano, delivered his UN speech
with a vista of turquoise waters
and swaying fronds behind him
that instantly fired the imagina-
tions of viewers. “While Covid-19
is our immediate crisis, climate
change remains the single great-
est threat to the livelihoods, secu-
rity and well-being of the Pacific
and its peoples,” the PM said. AP

Trump again
stokes doubt on
election process

MICHAEL D SHEAR
& MICHAEL CROWLEY
MIDDLETOWN, SEPTEMBER 27

US PRESIDENT Trump sought
again on Saturday night to cast
doubtontheintegrity of the pres-
idential election, telling support-
ers the only way Democrats can
win in Pennsylvania is to “cheat
on the ballots” and raising the
prospect that a disputed election
could be decided by Congress.

Pressing his baseless case
that the election in November
will be a “disaster”, Trump said
atarally just outside a hangar at
the Harrisburg airport that he
would have “an advantage” if
Congress were to decide.

“Idon’t want to end up in the
Supreme Court,and I don’t want
to go back to Congress, even
though we have an advantage if
we go back to Congress. Does
everyone understand that?”
Trump told supporters. Trump
appeared to be referring to what
is known as a contingent elec-
tion, in which the House of
Representatives chooses the next
presidentif no candidate winsan
absolute majority of votes in the
Electoral College. NYT

Man featured

in ‘Caliphate’
podcast charged
with faking
terrorist activity

IANAUSTEN
OTTAWA, SEPTEMBER 27

THE POLICE in Canada have ar-
rested a Toronto-area man who
asserted he was an ISIS execu-
tioner, accusing him of perpe-
trating a hoax that he was in-
volved in terrorist activities.

The Royal Canadian Mounted
Police said the man, Shehroze
Chaudhry, 25, “claimed he traveled
toSyriain 2016 to join the terrorist
group ISIS and committed acts of
terrorism.” The interviews he gave
to media outlets, the national po-
lice force said, raised “public safety
concerns amongst Canadians.”

Sgt. Lucie Lapointe, a spokes-
woman for the Mounted Police,
said Chaudry was the person
featured extensively in
“Caliphate”, a podcast by The
New York Times, under the name
Abu Huzayfah. In the podcast, he
described in harrowing detail his
role in executions. The Times de-
clined to discuss its sourcing.

“The uncertainty about Abu
Huzayfah'’s story is central to
every episode of Caliphate that
featured him,” Danielle Rhoades
Ha, a Times spokeswoman, said.
She noted that one episode con-
firmed that Abu Huzayfah had
misled the Times about the dates
of his travel to Syria and the
timeline of his radicalisation.

“The episode tells listeners
what our journalists knew for
sure and what was still un-
known,” she said.

Chaudry’s description of his
terrorist activities created a po-
litical storm in Canada, with the
opposition asking why he was-
n'tarrested. Until the announce-
ment of the arrest, however, the
police had said little about their
investigation, which involved
several other agencies. NYT
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

C#VID-19 VACCINE TRACKER

Just half of Americans willing
to take vaccine: new survey

NEARLY HALF the respon-
dentsinanew survey in the
United States have said they
would definitely, or proba-
bly, not take a coronavirus
vaccine if it were to become
available today. Pew
Research Centre, which carried out
the survey among over 10,000 US
adults between September 8 and 13,
said the proportion of people who
were willing to take the medicine
had come down sharply from 72% in
May, when it had last conducted a
similar survey, to 51% now. Only 21%
said they would definitely take the

and apprehensions that it was being
driven more by political considera-
tions rather than by science. Almost
77% of the respondents in the Pew
survey said they believed it was very,
or somewhat, likely that a coronavirus
vaccine would be approved in the
United States before its safety or ef-
fectiveness was fully understood.

coronavirus vaccine, if it
were available now.

Public confidence in the
coronavirus vaccines being
developed has been low be-
cause of the speed with
which the process is moving
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3D printed nasal swabs
effective in Covid testing

AMID A potential short-
age of nasal swabs to col-
lect samples for coron-
avirus testing:
researchers have come
up with an alternative:
3D-printed nasal swabs.
A clinical trial has pro-
vided evidence that 3D-
printed alternative nasal
swabs work as well, and
safely, as the standard

WORLD TOTAL CASES

Source: Johns Hopkins University,
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32,919,487

updated at 11 pm on Sept 27

totype. The large-scale
clinical trial beganin late
March at three sites:
Tampa General Health

(Florida), Northwell
Health(NY),and Thomas
Jefferson  University

Hospital (Philadelphia).
Other sites joined later.
The only adversereac-
tion was a few instances
of slight nasal bleeding.

commercial nasal swabs.

The results are published in the jour-

nal Clinical Infectious Diseases.
Researchers designed, tested and

produced a 3D printed nasal swab pro-

3D-printed nasal swab ranges from 26
to 46 cents; commercial swabs cost
about $1 each, the authors said.

The cost of materials per

Source: University of Southern Florida
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DEFENCE

IAF role in Eastern Ladakh

With aresolution to the standoff on the LAC still elusive, the Indian Army is preparing for extended
deployment of troops in the region through the winter months. This leaves the IAF with a key role in
providing support to the troops. What are the challenges to meet in the harsh winter and tough terrain?

PTI

AIR VICE MARSHAL (RETD)
MANMOHAN BAHADUR

From The Indian Express panel
of specialists, exclusive insight

Can the IAF support the logistics of such
alarge force?

One part of the logistics for the Army re-
quires land transportation, which would
have been planned for before winter sets in
and the passes close. The IAF will be doing
very urgent missions, for which it is well pre-
pared with a very good transport fleet con-
sisting of C-17 Globemasters, I1-76s, and
many An-32s. If it comes to the crunch, the C-
130 Super Hercules can also be used for logis-
tics support, although these are meant for
special operations.

We also have Mi-17 helicopters and
Cheetal light helicopters to cater to forward
posts.Inaddition, the Chinook heavy-lift hel-
icopters will be used for carrying bulky stores,
either within the fuselage, or slung under it.

What are the topographical challenges of
flying into Leh or other advanced landing
grounds (ALGs) in Eastern Ladakh?

The biggest challenge is the altitude of the
two airfields of Leh and Thoise, but since we
have been flying there for decades, the air
crew are well aware of the peculiarities of
these fields.

The landing grounds at high altitude have
their own challenges, which result in reduc-
tion of load-bearing capacity of the
planes/choppers. Additionally, the air crew
have to call upon their skills to navigate the
hills and land on the small, matchbox-like
helipads — there is just no place on these hills
to make bigger ones!

What additional hazards will winter
bring?

Bad weather that accompanies the west-
ern disturbances that strike northern India in
the winter months s a challenge, asitreduces
visibility and results inalow cloud base. So the
crew have to be on the ball to make sure they
can find away to circumvent bad weather. This
is not always possible, and we have long peri-
ods when flying has to be curtailed.

And what effect does extreme cold have
on weight-carrying aircraft?

The lower the temperature, the better the
payload because the higher air density in-
creases the lift-carrying capability of flying
machines. So the loads that can be carried dur-
ing winter are higher than during summer.

This is a big advantage. For instance, an
11-76, which in summer can carry hardly any
load from Leh, can fly out around 20 tonnes
in the winter. It is the same with helicopters,
whose load-carrying ability to extremely
high helipads at altitudes of 17,000 to 20,000
feet increases substantially in winter. And it
reduces drastically in summer.

Do the high altitude and topography
pose a challenge to navigation and
night flying?

The modern navigation equipment avail-
able now overcome most of the challenges.
But mission accomplishment is not merely

(Top) A C-17 Globemaster of the Indian Air Force flies over the Ladakh region;
(above) a heliopter lands on a matchbox-like helipad in the mountains.
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Air Vice Marshal (retired)
MANMOHAN BAHADUR is an IAF
veteran and currently Additional
Director General, Centre for Air
Power Studies, New Delhi.
Commissioned in the IAFin 1976,
he commanded the 114 Helicopter
Unit at Leh and Air Force flying
bases in Jammu and Guwahati. He
was the first pilot to land on the
Siachen Glacier in September 1978,
six years before Operation
Meghdoot was launched. He has
been Head of Training at Defence
Services Staff College. He served as
Assistant Chief of Air Staff in
charge of transport and helicopter
operations and moved to HQ
Integrated Defence Staff before his
retirement in May 2011.

flying from place A to B. The aircraft has to
land to complete a mission. That is where
temperature and altitude plus weather be-
come the final arbiters.

Navigation is not a problem, but take-offs
and landings are tricky.

As for night flying, it has its own unique
challenges because of the shadows cast by
hills, as well as the state and position of the
moon relative to the hills and the aircraft. A
dark, moonless night poses its own chal-
lenges, and a full moon has its own. In the
hills, air crew are specially cleared to carry
out operations at night.

Do the airfields in Ladakh restrict
operations to only certain aircraft or can
all aircraft be used?

All air fields in the Ladakh area can be
used by the transport aircraft we have, al-
though weather requirements will vary from
one aircraft to the other. It depends on the
navigational aids on board the aircraft, and
the competence of the crew. That is why air
crews are detailed depending on the mission.

Inalong haul, or in the eventuality of a
kinetic war, the IAF will also have to
transport back and forth mechanised
weapons etc for repair, maintenance,
etc. Can our aircraft profile cater to it?
Bringing back loads from the forward air

fields is not a problem. However, that has to
be prioritised vis-a-vis personnel, casualties,
and vital equipment such as avionics.

What kind of logistics support in terms
of fuel, repair, etc does the IAF require
for such an operation?

Allthe air fields have enough stock of fuel,
oil, and lubricants (FOL) for which detailed
planning is done around the clock. There is
awell-oiled logistics chain that has been fine-
tuned by the IAFin the last six-seven decades
of operation. The Army Service Corps (ASC)
also plays an important part in ground posi-
tioning of fuel in forward posts. It places avi-
ation turbine fuel in barrels in advanced
fields, while Leh and Thoise have got fuel
bowsers.

Whatis the threat to aircraft when the
ground forces are eyeball to eyeball?

The airfields of Leh and Thoise that sup-
port fixed wing operations (helicopters are
rotary wing aircraft) are relatively in the in-
teriors, hence not vulnerable to any ground
action. They can of course be attacked by the
Air Force and other aerial assets of the adver-
sary, but there are standard operating proto-
cols in place to deal with such threats.

However, in ALGs such as Daulat Beg Oldie
(DBO), where choppers fly close tothe LAC, the
air crew are well adept at taking tactical action

to meet any threat from ground fire or shoul-
der-fired missiles. In this, the aids on board the

helicopters also play an important role.

Are there any special challenges for
fighter aircraft?

Fighters flying in those altitudes have spe-

cial challenges of their own because of their
high speeds, reduced air density, the close-
ness of the hill tops, and the fact that targets
are very small comprising bunkers having
limited numbers of troops.

Hitting those targets requires special
weapons and air crew capability. Luckily, we
have experienced this during Kargil,and Iam
sure the lessons would have been passed on
to the present band of fighter pilots.

Where does Rafale fit in?

The Rafale comes with its unique flying
characteristics and weapons delivery pay-
load, but one must remember that present-
day combat is between systems, and not gen-
erally between one aircraft and the other.

The Rafale would have been dovetailed
into the air campaign plan made by the IAF to
operate with other systems like Airborne
Warning And Control System (AWACS) and
electronic warfare (EW)assets. In the present
day, an individual weapon system is only as
good as the overall war fighting architecture

that the force designs.

How Vajpayee took on Nehru govt over 1962 Chinese aggression

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 27

IN THE days leading up to the full-blown
Chinese aggression of 1962, Parliament wit-
nessed major debates. Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
then a young firebrand leader of the Jana
Sangh, and decades away from becoming
the Prime Minister, intensely questioned of
the government. In Rajya Sabha, Vajpayee
took on then Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru on several occasions.

From Rajya Sabha’s debates archives,
which are available online, excerpts from
some selected instances when Vajpayee
asked very pointed questions on the Chinese
aggression, and the manner in which the
government of the day had responded:

April 23,1962
INDO-CHINESE CORRESPONDENCE
ONBORDERISSUE

Vajpayee: Is it not a fact that China has
virtually closed the door for talks and ne-
gotiations asis evident from the... notes re-
ceived from the Chinese, and, if so, may we
have some idea of the steps that the gov-
ernment proposes to take in order to solve
the problem peacefully?

Nehru: [ am afraid it is difficult and it

will not be quite proper to state the possi-
ble steps that might be taken in the future.
They depend on so many factors. All we
could say is that every effort is made, every
thought is given to this matter, and when-
ever an opportunity takes place, itis hoped
that some possible steps might be taken.
That may be a small one, whatever effect
that might have.

May 3
FRESH CHINESE INCURSIONS ON
THE BORDER

Vajpayee: If two or three Chinese per-
sons can come, then what is there to prevent
200 or 300 coming into Indian territory?

Nehru: [ presume that if 200 come —
can be more — the fact of their coming be-
comes much more obvious, and they are
met. Justone or two persons, or three or four
persons can easily come this way or that
way. There is no check every yard of the
frontier. If any force comes, as soon as it is
known, it is checked.

Vajpayee: Sir, from time to time Chinese
incursions are taking place. May I know
whether at any time they have been en-
gaged in military activity by our personnel?

Nehru: [ do not think there have been any
cases in recent months, possibly more, about
ayear ago, where there has been any conflict

between Indian and Chinese soldiers.

June 20
FRESH CHINESE INCURSIONS ON
THE NORTHERN BORDERS

Vajpayee: Will the Prime Minister be
pleased to state whether there have been
any fresh Chinese incursions on the north-
ern borders and whether a statement giving
the details of these incursions will be laid
on the table of the house?

Lakshmi Menon (MoS, External
Affairs): Yes sir. Subsequent to our protest
note dated April 15, 1962 regarding the
Chinese post established at a point 6 miles
west of Sumdo, Chinese troops have set up
another post on Indian territory approxi-
mately eight to ten miles southeast of Span-
ggur. This new post set up on Indian territory
hasbeen fortuitously admitted by the Chinese
in their note dated the 11th May 1962.

June 25
VIOLATION OF AIRSPACE BY CHINESE
AND PAKISTANI AIRCRAFT

Vajpayee: Will the Minister of Defence
be pleased to state whether some fresh in-
cidents of violation of Indian airspace have
taken place recently...?

KRaghuramaiah (Minister of State for
Defence): Statement showing violations is

Atal Bihari Vajpayee as an Opposition
leader in Parliament. Express Archive

laid on the table of the House.

Vajpayee: Sir it appears from the state-
ment that foreign places violated our airp-
space at their will and that they do not even
hesitate to penetrate our airspace up to a
distance of about 30 miles. May [ know sir,
apart from sending protest notes, what
steps the government proposes to take to
put an end to these air violation?

Raghuramaiah: As has been stated by
both the Prime Minister and the Defence
Minister on a number of occasions, we have
been following, Sir, the practice open to
civilised countries and we hope that they
will have effect.

Aug 22
MOTION REGARDING BORDER SITUATION

Nehru: ... There is little that is new that
I can place before the House... There have
been certain charges and counter-charges
of firing taking place. But apparently if this
took place, it took place at some long dis-
tance and it hurt nobody. At the present mo-
ment the situation remains much as it was
andI cannot say if it has definitely improved,
it has certainly not grown any worse.

There are some indications — [ do not
know how far they are likely to be correct
— that our post at Galwan may be reached
by a column that we had sent by road.
Meanwhile, they have been sent supplies
by air regularly and there is no lack of sup-
plies to any of our military posts.

In spite of the fact that the situation has
not grown worse, essentially the situationis
abad one, is a serious one by the mere fact
that, according to us, a large part of our ter-
ritory is under the Chinese occupation and
so long as that continues the situation is

New Delhi

bound to be exceedingly serious.

... The question arises, therefore, what
should we do about it. As T have ventured to
state, our approach is a dual one, one is to
goon strengthening ourselves and holding
as far as possible the Chinese and at the
same time to explore such avenues as we
can find to achieve a peaceful settlement to
this difficult problem.

Vajpayee: Sir, | move that at the end of
the motion the following be added, namely:
“... thisHouse is of the opinion that govern-
ment’s China policy has been a dismal fail-
ure inasmuch as full eight years after China
committed its first blatant aggression on
Indian soil by constructing the Aksai Chin
highway across our territory, the govern-
ment has not merely failed to redeem
Chinese occupied territory, but has been un-
able to checkmate China’s continuing for-
ays and encroachments, and more de-
plorably still, continues to betray an utter
confusion of mind and suicidal illusions in
respect of Chinese objectives and intentions
with the result that our attitudes very often
seem humiliatingly incongruous with the
situation, provide positive encouragement
to the aggressor inits misdoings and under-
mine our prestige and credit in the eyes of
world opinion and particularly of our neigh-
bouring countries in Asia...”
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A Tribute to the Regiment of Artillery of the Indian Army

JAninitiative byQGQZk

Read. Engage. Deliver.

Modernisation of Artillery Pivotal to India’s Security Needs

A decisive factor in battles fought in tough terrain, a strong and modernised Artillery is the need of the
hour, given the current geopolitical tensions with China and Pakistan

HE IMPORTANCE of artillery in the

Armed Forces of a country needs

no reiteration. It is very well known

through well-documented video
footages and archives what artillery man-
aged to achieve in the last 2 world wars.
At the home soil, it was those 100 Bofors
guns that “broke the back of well-en-
trenched Pakistani forces on high moun-
tain peaks” during the Kargil War in 1999.
Though the Indian Artillery traces its ori-
gins to the past two centuries, it is no
doubt that it needs constant modernisa-
tion in today’s scenario to remain relevant
and effective for our assaulting forces to
do lethal damage to our enemies.

As per sources, “Other than the Bofors
inducted in 1984, it (the Indian Army) pos-
sessed the 130 mm guns inducted in the
1960's and 70's and the 105 mm, home de-
veloped and manufactured field guns of
the 1980's. The 130 lacked the ability to fire
in mountains and the 105 lacked range.
Both guns fired limited type of shells with
lesser level of fragmentation.” However,
the Bofors scandal was the basic reason
behind the modernisation of the artillery
being restricted.

In November 2018, after a gap of
30 years, the Regiment of Artillery em-
barked on a path of modernisation, both
in terms of equipment and support sys-
tems under the ‘Make in India’ initiative of
the Government of India. The Indian Ar-
tillery finally inducted two guns. “The guns
inducted were the K9 Vajra and the M777.
Both are of 155 mm, with the Vajra being a
tracked self-propelled gun and the M777, a
light weight howitzer gun, which can be
carried underslung by a helicopter. Both
guns can fire up to a range of 30 kms. The
quantity being inducted were 100 of the
Vajra and 145 of the M777.The Vajra is 52
calibre, while the M777 is 39.”

Under the ‘Make in India’ programme,
the Indian Army had placed an order for
145 ultra-light weight Howitzer guns with
BAE Systems. Out of these 145 Howitzer
guns, 25 are to be imported in fly-away
condition and the balance 120 are being
manufactured by Mahindra Defence. By the
end of 2019, the Indian Army inducted the
first lot of Indian-assembled 155mm, 39
calibre M777A2 ultra-light howitzers
(ULH). This also coincided with its first
M777 regiment getting its full complement

K9 Vajra T-Gun

of 18 guns. These artillery guns are “meant
to provide rapid response, 30-km range
sustained firepower capability for moun-
tain warfare.” Under the ‘Make in India’ ini-
tiative, the foreign original equipment man-
ufacturer, BAE Systems, has tied up with

Mahindra Defence for the completion of
the $750-million deal.

Similarly, Vajra, a variant of the South
Korean K9 Thunder, is being manufactured
by L&T defence in collaboration with its
Korean partner — Hanwha Techwin. Ten

IN NOVEMBER 2018,
AFTER A GAP OF 30
YEARS, THE REGIMENT
OF ARTILLERY
EMBARKED ON A PATH
OF MODERNISATION

guns were bought from South Korea and
the balance are being manufactured at
the company’s plant near Pune. In January
2020, “The Indian Army had taken deliv-
ery of the 51st K9 Vajra 155 mm/52 cali-
bre self-propelled tracked howitzer ahead
of schedule.”

Seeing the successful run of Bofors, it
was also decided to run “trials for the 155
mm/ 45 calibre Dhanush artillery guns, the
Indian version of the Bofors, based on the
transfer of technology from the original
manufacturer, AB Bofors.” In April 2019,
“the Indian Army had taken delivery of the
first six of 114 indigenously designed and
developed Dhanush 155-millimetre/45-cal-
ibre towed howitzers.” The Dhanush how-

itzer is capable of firing eight rounds per
minutes and needs a crew of six to eight ar-
tillerymen. According to the Indian MoD,
81% of the Dhanush'’s components are in-
digenously made, a number that is ex-
pected to rise to 90% in subsequent pro-
duction tranches.

At DefExpo 2020, the Ordnance Factory
Board (OFB) handed over Sharang, the
first 130mm M-46 artillery gun upgraded
to 155mm, to the Indian Army. The contract,
worth Rs200 crore, was signed in October
2018. With this upgrade, the gun's range
has now gone up from 27 km to over
36 km. It also has more explosive capability
and hence more damage potential. In all,
"OFB will upgrade 300 130mm guns to
155mm and the contract will be completed
in four years.”

Overall, it can be said that after decades
of languishing behind in firepower and ca-
pability, the Indian Artillery is finally wit-
nessing a boom. It is expected that with
time, this battle-winning arm of our Armed
Forces will come of age and will be able to
change the course of game on the battle-
fields, in case our neighbours attempt any
misadventure.

o THETOS-1A
i heavy
[ = = 1 flamethrowersys-
X ol tem is unique to
the world arms
“ ‘ market, being the
only deadly short-

range fire support weapon in the
world. Such equipment is not pro-
duced anywhere in the world except
Russia, and we are proud to show it
to our partners. The system has re-
peatedly shown its impressive capa-
bilities to destroy well-protected ter-
rorist groups in real combat
conditions in the Middle East. Owing
toits unrivalled performance, the
TOS-1A has held steady in the Top 5
weapons supplied by Rosoboronex-
port to customers’ land forces,” said
Rosoboronexport's Director

General Alexander Mikheev.

ffectiveness and firepower of the TOS-1A have been

long recognised all over the world. It is a unique R&D
product in terms of the technical solutions applied and
combat effectiveness.

The TOS-1A heavy flamethrower system is in service
not only with the Russian Army, but also with the armed
forces of several other countries. Unlike all existing mul-
tiple rocket launchers (MRL), only the BM-1 launch vehi-
cle of the TOS-1A system, having MBT-level armour and a
minimum firing range of 600 m (maximum range of
6 km), can perform the necessary combat missions on
the forward edge of the battle area (FEBA) in a very short
time frame, while remaining practically invulnerable. And
its high reliability has been proven more than once.
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Nidhi Goyal, Aerospace and
Defence Regulatory Advisor, India

modernisation to fulfil its opera-

tional requirements for the battle-
field. It is focused on developing long
term capability with Make in India ini-
tiatives and by promoting indigenisa-
tion. This is highly likely to build a ro-
bust defence ecosystem in the country.
The modernisation of any army is an
ongoing process which involves struc-
tural and hardware changes. The Indian
Army is undergoing such a transforma-
tion steadily.

Leveraging technology is central to
the plans for forces’ modernisation and
capability development. Besides mod-
ernisation through procurement of
state-of-the-art weapon systems, the
Army is also working on augmenting its
inventory control through indigenous
development of artillery and munitions,
aimed at opening up multiple avenues
for intake of modern equipment.

Most of the equipment in the Army
has been of foreign origin and design
even though production to some extent
has been done in India. Efforts have
been progressively made to design and
manufacture equipment locally in In-

INDIAN Army is trooping towards

FIELD ARTILLERY RATIONALISATION PLAN OF

2000 ENTAILED ACQUISITION OF 3,000-PLUS
GUNS BY 2025 AT ESTIMATED COST OF $8 BN

dia, in which OFB and DRDO are in-
volved. With the Defence Procurement
Procedure, indigenisation has been
given due impetus.

The Regiment of Artillery is the sec-
ond-largest arm of the Indian Army and
with its guns, mortars, rocket launchers,
unmanned aerial vehicles, surveillance
systems, missiles and artillery fire-
power, it constitutes almost one-sixth
of its total strength.

The Field Artillery Rationalisation
Plan was formulated during 2000 in
which 155 mm calibre was made the
standard gun system for the Artillery
and involved the acquisition of about

3,000 plus guns by 2025 at an esti-
mated cost of $8 billion, which included
towed gun systems, mounted gun sys-
tems, self propelled howitzers, Light-
weight Howitzers for mountains.

Artillery modernisation is a top pri-
ority for the Army and the force plans
to order 300 more Dhanush guns; it has
already been inducting 155 mm/52 cal-
ibre tracked self-propelled k9 VAJRA-T
guns, being manufactured in India.
New regiments are being equipped
with M-777 Ultra-Light Howitzers for
accurate artillery fire support in moun-
tainous terrain.

Procurement of Artillery equipment is

focused on conversion of equipment to
155 mm calibre, enhancing surveillance
capabilities and acquisition of long
range vectors.

India is emerging as a new hub for
defence production. With India’s grow-
ing security needs, the defence manu-
facturing sector provides a great oppor-
tunity for investment. Defence products
manufacturing — Indigenously De-
signed, Developed and Manufactured
(IDDM) is the new method of capital
procurement, introduced to encourage
indigenous design, development and
manufacturing of defence equipment.

Certain joint ventures have been
launched, like Nexter of France with L&T
for gunTrajan. Elbit of Israel has offered
their gun ATHOS 2052 and had tied up
with Kalyani group/Bharat Forge. Be-
sides, Advanced Towed Artillery Gun Sys-
tem is being developed by the DRDO in
partnership with Tata Power SED and
Bharat Forge.

Some of the systems of Artillery are
Dhanush, 155mm/52 calibre towed
Howitzer, Self-propelled Howitzers K9
Vajra-T, Truck Mounted guns, 155/52
Calibre Self-propelled Howitzer, 155
mm/52 Calibre Advance Towed Artillery
Gun System, Pinaka Multi Barrel
Rocket Launching System, Brahmos
Cruise Missile.

Production of Artillery equipment re-
quires Industrial Licences, whereas ac-
quisition of technology does not require
such licence. Besides the general need
for the modernisation of Artillery Sys-
tems, there is a requirement to develop
indigenous capability for design and de-
velopment of systems/equipment.

Make in India programme |s furthermg Artlllery upgrade
¥ ; [ T }

INTERVIEW | Baba Kalyani, Chairman & Managing Director, Bharat Forge Limited
We have come very far in a short period of time

What is your take on the
government'’s AtmaNirbhar
Bharat initiative?

As the Prime Minister very rightly
remarked in a recent address, the 1.3
billion Indians have collectively em-
barked upon One Mission — to realise
an AtmaNirbhar Bharat! It is a Na-
tional Agenda to strengthen India’s
capabilities in strategic sectors with
the help of private sector companies, in
addition to the public sector.

Defence Production is at the very
heart of the AtmaNirbhar Bharat mis-
sion and clearly the highest priority for
the government today. | am confident
that with the slew of bold reforms un-
dertaken, we will see increased in-
vestments, value-creation and on-
ground capacities coming up in this
sector.

What is your view on the em-
bargo on import of 101 items
announced by the Raksha
Mantri last month? Is there any-
thing more that the government
should do to attract invest-
ments in this sector?

The embargo on imports of 101

items including high-technology
weapon systems and a bifurcated cap-
ital procurement budget signify the
confidence that this Government has
reposed on the capabilities of the In-
dian Defence Industry. This has been a
long-standing demand of the Industry
and these are indeed path-breaking
and transformational measures to-
wards achieving self-reliance in this
strategic sector.

When we look at these announce-
ments against the backdrop of two
very important policy frameworks —
Draft Acquisition Policy 2020 and
Draft Defence Production and Export
Promotion Policy — it gives us relief
that the Ministry of Defence is making
all efforts to synergise Procurement,
Research & Development and Produc-
tion of military systems.

Going forward, if we are also able
to speed up procurement cycles and
shorten the trial-periods, | am confi-
dent that we would be able to expe-
ditiously realise our goal of mod-
ernising the Indian Armed Forces.

What have been your focus
areas at the Kalyani Group? How

do you see yourself in the Ar-
tillery Gun segment?

Inspired by the Government's
‘Make in India’ initiative, the Kalyani
Group and its flagship company,
Bharat Forge Ltd., have invested con-
siderable resources in building ad-
vanced defence manufacturing capa-
bilities across Artillery Systems,
Armoured & Protected Vehicle Sys-
tems, Air Defence Systems, Small Arms
and Aerospace sub-systems. Leverag-
ing the group'’s rich metallurgical ca-
pabilities, within a short span of 7-8
years, we at Bharat Forge Ltd. have
been able to indigenously develop a
series of different Artillery Gun plat-
forms ranging from 105mm/37calibre
to 155mm/ 52cal, 155mm/45cal and
155mm/39cal  Guns. With the
help of DRDO, Bharat Forge Ltd. has
co-developed and manufactured the
Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System
(ATAGS), a 155mm/52cal. which
is touted to be the most advanced
weapon system globally in its cate-
gory and has achieved a world record
of over 48 km firing range.

We have also developed Mountain
Artillery Gun Systems (MARG) in High

Strength Steel and Titanium that can
be air-lifted for rapid deployment in
hard terrains. In February 2020, dur-
ing the Defence Expo in Lucknow, we
also unveiled a Go-Anywhere-Gun Ul-
tra-Light Howitzer mounted on a Truck
which is highly adapted to suit the
hard Indian needs. Some advanced
versions of these Artillery systems are
under development, and would be un-
veiled in the next few months.

ATAGS and other platforms have
helped us gain the “Know-how and
Know-why of Artillery Gun Systems”
within the Kalyani Group umbrella
and more importantly within India!
We have all the knowledge about the
metal, the metallurgy, the ballistics,
the pressure curves in the barrels, the
structural force, the recoil pressure on
the gun and the system architecture.
So we have both technology and tech-
nology understanding. That | feel is
our biggest achievement.

To answer your question on where
we see ourselves — | personally be-
lieve, India has the potential to export
modern Artillery Systems and this is
an area of supreme interest and focus
for us at the Kalyani Group.
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The Indian Artillery Regiment

OVING towards becoming a
M 200-year legacy in 2027, Indian
Artillery boasts a splendid saga of
a glorious past. The rawest form of modern
warfare, towed artillery guns and an Indian
“Gunner” form a great bond that has deliv-
ered valiantly in the past, having partici-
pated in both the World Wars and in all the
wars post Independence. Due to the long-
festering border dispute on our western
front, the Indian Artillery is trained to perfec-
tion, especially for conflict in mountainous
and unfriendly terrain.

Estimated data that includes heavy
mortar systems with a minimum 120mm
calibre shows India at number 2 in the
world, just behind Russia. With the motto
of “Sarvatra |zzat-o-lgbal” — Everywhere
with Honour and Glory — our Gunners
displayed exemplary skills in supporting
their infantry comrades during the Kargil
attack, firing from the slippery slopes and
deceiving enemy sight.

The regiment was the biggest loser post
the Bofors scandal and went without any
new induction or modernisation for decades.
But a fresh batch of modernisation pro-
grammes augur well for the future. Today, the
Indian Army boasts having Field, Medium,
Self-Propelled, Light and Medium Regiments
ranging from 105mm, 122mm, 130mm and
155mm Bofors to 160mm Mortars. The
Rocket Regiments are equipped with 122

S

boasts a glorious past

THE GUNNERS SHOWED
EXEMPLARY SKILLS IN
SUPPORTING THEIR
INFANTRY COMRADES
DURING KARGIL WAR

mm GRAD BM-21 rockets, 214mm Pinaka
Rockets and 300 mm Smerch Rockets.
Named after River Brahmaputra in India and
the Moskva in Russia, the Missile Regiments
are equipped with the Super Sonic Cruise
Missile “BrahMos” which has a rangef
290 km. Continuous and painstaking efforts
to indigenise the modernisation process of
Artillery is starting to reflect in a new and
emerging era of “Made in India” 155 mm (45
calibre) Dhanush, 155 mm M777 Ultra-Light
Howitzers under FMS route from US, the 155
mm (52 Calibre) Self Propelled Gun which is
termed as the K 9 Vajra by L&T and South Ko-

rean Samsung consortium.

On this 193rd Day of the Indian Artillery,
when tensions are flared up on the Indo-
China borders, the Indian Artillery Forces are
ready to guard our nation with grit. While the
two forces remain on “standoff”, both sides
are gathering their artillery and combat vehi-
cles at the disputed areas. Our battle-hard-
ened gunners who have been involved in un-
ending strings of low-intensity clashes at the
western boundary, are capable of defending
the country gloriously in the Ladakh region.
Notwithstanding the fact that the Chinese,
with over $175 billion as their defence bud-
get, have modern firepower and the advan-
tage of having bases in Tibet, it is globally be-
lieved that the Indian Artillery’s experience
in such conditions will be highly effective in
shaping the outcome of a confrontation
should it happen.

With the renewed thrust that has recently
been placed on Atma Nirbhar Bharat, with
an enforced negative list of 101 items that
bans imports of almost all artillery pro-
grammes, there is strong hope that the
process of in-house “Make in India” mod-
ernisation will be a success. This has to be
supported in real terms through budgetary
allocation and smooth approval processes
that can only be ensured by a political will.

— Neelu Khatri, Managing Director
and Sanjiv Sood, Managing Partner,
BluOrange Synergies Pvt. Ltd.

"BAE Systems has a strong history of part-
nership with India and stands committed to
supporting the country’s vision of achieving
greater self-reliance in defence. The Com-
pany is a founding partner of defence man-
ufacturing in India, a commitment which
can be seen throughout India’s modern-day
Armed Forces and across the country’s de-
fence industry, and was a first-mover
among its peers to make a direct investment
in increasing indigenous content through
partnering, including recently in the UP de-
fence corridor. These remain at the heart of
BAE Systems' “Partnering India to Make in
India” programme and strategy.

Among its many achievements, BAE Sys-
tems is proud of the partnership with
Mahindra which saw the design and build-
ing of the first ever mine-protected vehicle
by the private sector in India, as well as es-
tablishment of the Assembly, Integration &
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A Tribute to the Regiment of Artillery of the Indian Army

An initiative by QGQ*
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Indigenous production gets priority

While the future looks bright for India’s defence sector, what is
needed is support for local manufacturing for technology upgrade

ment’s efforts when five Rafale fighter

jets arrived at the Ambala Air Force Base
in July this year. India’s Defence sector and
the Indian Army, in particular, has in recent
years added more stealth to its armoury with
an array of new fighter jets, latest guns and ri-
fles, modern mechanised equipment and lat-
est software. However, the arrival of these
jets (after three years of a treaty with Das-
sault Aviation), reminded us that the coun-
try's Defence sector needs to be more ‘At-
manirbhar’ or self-reliant.

Even Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
called for ‘Atmanirbharta’ in defence manu-
facturing. The government has taken several
measures so far under its ‘Make in India’
mega plan proposed in 2014. Under the mis-
sion, it was envisaged that the local industry
would receive government support to meet
the country’s domestic needs. The defence
sector has made several strides in this regard
since then.

The increased focus

A number of sops have been announced
since the year 2014 to support local manu-
facturing and procurement of defence ma-
terials and equipment. In August this year,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh announced
a phase-wise ban on import of 101
weapons systems and military platforms, in-
cluding artillery guns, assault rifles and
transport aircraft. The embargo on imports is
planned to be progressively implemented
between 2020 and 2024.

Separately, around Rs 52,000 crore has
been allocated for domestic capital procure-
ment in the current financial year. The industry
has welcomed the decision, stating that the
announcement of the negative list gives the
agenda of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' further push.

THE ENTIRE nation lauded the govern-
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IN AUGUST, THE GOVT
ANNOUNCED ITS
DRAFT DEFENCE
PRODUCTION & EXPORT
PROMOTION POLICY

In August itself, the government an-
nounced its draft Defence Production and Ex-
port Promotion Policy 2020. It will act as the
guiding document to provide a strategic and
significant push to defence production capa-
bilities in the country. It is worth mentioning
that on similar lines, the government had
brought out a Defence Production Policy in
2018 as well.

According to a Defence Ministry state-
ment, the policy aims to achieve a turnover of
Rs 1,75,000 crore, including export of
Rs 35,000 crore, in aerospace and defence
goods and services by 2025.The country has
already witnessed a staggering 700%
growth in defence exports from Rs 1521 cr

in2016-17 toRs 10,745 crorein 2018-19, ac-
cording to the statement.

In recent years, the government has an-
nounced several strategic measures to make
India a defence manufacturing hub. This ac-
cording to experts will meet two clear objec-
tives: One, it makes the country self-reliant
on several defence requirements; second, the
country will be able to produce equipment
indigenously and export them to other de-
veloping and developed countries.

These items include the Pinaka Multi-Bar-
rel Rocket Launch Systems, Akash Air De-
fence Systems, Tejas Fighter Aircraft, Heli-
copters (Dhruv and Rudra), ASW corvettes,
Advanced OPVs Patrol boats, Interceptor
boats, Torpedoes, Sonars, Buoys, Radars, Ar-
tillery guns, Anti-tank missiles and Mine Pro-
tected Vehicles.

What lies ahead?

That said, there is still a need to overhaul
the entire internal manufacturing process
with a stronger focus on the public sector
and increased participation from the private
sector. The ongoing confrontation with
neighbours has only reiterated the point.

Test (AIT) facility for the 145 M777 ULH pro-
gramme under the US-India agreement.”
Nik Khanna, Managing Director India,

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh (centre) at the BAE Systems’ stand
at DefExpo 2020. The Union Defence Minister was hosted by
Nik Khanna, Managing Director, India, BAE Systems (left) and Mark
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Goldsack, Director, Defence and Security Organisation (right)

Artillery has always lent the Indian Army an edge

With the ability to strike deep with great accuracy, the Artillery has time and
again proven its importance in modern-day warfare

ment of Artillery, the second-largest

arm of the Indian Army, celebrates
Gunners' Day to commemorate the raising
of the first Indian Artillery Unit, namely,
5 (Bombay) Mountain Battery on this day in
1827. On this auspicious day, wreaths are
laid at Amar Jawan Jyoti to honour the sacri-

EVERY YEAR on 28 September, Regi-
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status quo by bringing in long-pending devel-
opments. The government's emphasis on
‘Make in India’ initiative reflects its deep com-
mitment to make India self-reliant. The recent
import embargo on 101 defence equipment
is a true measure of the government’s com-
mitmentin this regard. The idea is to trust local
defence manufacturing industries, forge part-

= S 155mm.39.Cal Mounted

Gun:System (4X4)

ficesof ourfallen heroes,anoccasionwhena =~ S nerships for knowledge transfer and try to be-
large number of veteran officers arealsopre- [Nl 201 8' THE PRESENT come self-reliantin the near future. Currently, E
sentin attendance. all the artillery guns either under trials, pro-
Not many people are aware that time GOVT BEGAN PROCESS curement or development fall under the ‘Make
and again, “artillery has proven tobe the  QF RESTORING THE inIndia’ or'Made in India’ category.
arm of decision, a battle-winning factor and . Today, gun manufacturing is emerging as
will continue to be the pivotal arm in all fu- ARTILLERY'S HEALTH an area of core competency in India, to meet

ture battles.” The importance of artillery can
be ascertained from the fact that throughout
the history of warfare, “the ability to project
firepower at a distance has always been
one of the most important assets any com-
mander could ask for, and over the ages, ar-

tillery has proved its mettle.”

The health of the Indian Artillery was finally
restored when, in 2018, the current regime,
under the leadership of PM Modi, changed the

domestic as well as global demand. Defence
PSUs are all geared up to cater to such de-
mands. This also indicates a huge potential
for the MSMEs and start-ups to develop a
manufacturing ecosystem around these
weapon systems.

Nation’s Pride: The Regiment of Artillery

mission has a new name —

Dhanush. Last year, the Indian
Army received its first batch of in-
digenously built Dhanush artillery
guns. The Dhanush gun, which has
a calibre of 155x45mm, is the first
indigenous artillery gun of this cali-

INDIAN ARMY'S indigenisation

three Indo-Pak wars, Bangladesh
Liberation War, Sino-Indian War of
1962 and played a pivotal role during
the Kargil conflictin 1999. Its Bofors
Guns played a crucial role in target-
ing Pakistani military positions during
the 1999 Kargil War.

The Regiment has also given us

-
y4
<
—
L
o
W
—
L
7))
<
Q
Z
O
Z
4
g
>

~

bre. Itis also the first long-range ar- many war legends and heroes, < J
tillery gun to be produced in India, whose contributions to the nation \
having a range of 38 km. Consid- remain priceless. KALYANI

ered a medium artillery, the gun is equipped
with a navigation-based sighting system, on
board ballistic computation and an advanced
day and night direct-firing system. The self-
propulsion unit allows the gun to deploy itself
in mountainous terrains with ease.

The Regiment of Artillery, one of the
largest Arms of the Indian Army, is now a fully
modernised force and is equipped to counter

any foreign threat, thanks to the Army’s in-
digenisation programme that started under
the aegis of the government. Supporting the
Government of India’s ‘Make in India’ initia-
tive, the Regiment continues to be an inspi-
ration for all.

With its rich culture and war history, the
Regiment has proved to be the best in the
world. It has proved its mettle during the

In recent times, just like its other counter-
parts across the globe, the Regiment is in a
phase of complete transformation. With the
planned acquisition of a plethora of modern
equipment and technologies like K-9 Vajra &
M-777 Ultra Light Howitzers, and Weapon
Locating Radars, it will continue to be a solid
support for the Army in its mission of securing
India’s frontiers.

#atmanirbharbharat

Tel.: +91 20 6704 2935 / 2387

Email: defence@bharatforge.com

www.kalyanigroup.com

Bharat Forge is committed on building an Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence sector. We have
indigenously developed a large portfolio of different types of artillery products and will continue
to manufacture defence products in India to match the Defence forces requirements.

Artillery | Armoured Vehicles | Protected Vehicles | Missiles and Air Defence
Ammunition | Defence Electronics | Aerospace | Helicopter | Small Arms

Follow us on:

KALYANI STRATEGIC SYSTEMS LIMITED, Kalyani Group, Mundhwa, Pune 411036.

www.bharatforge.com
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FPIs PULL OUT 476 CR SO FAR IN SEPT

New Delhi: Foreign portfolio investors (FPI) have pulled out

Rs 476 crore on net basis so far from Indian markets in September,
reflecting a cautious stance by participants amid fears of resurgence
of coronavirus cases in Europe and other countries. PTI

CASH WITHDRAWALS FROMATMs AT t2,34,119 CRAS OF JULY, SHOWS RBI DATA

Currency with public touches fresh high of
t26 lakh crore, but pace of growth slows

SANDEEP SINGH &
GEORGE MATHEW
NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI,
SEPTEMBER27

CURRENCY WITH public hitanew
high of Rs 26 lakh crore for the first
time as resident Indians contin-
ued toincrease their cash holding
amidst the ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic, though the pace of in-
crease has declined over the last
couple of months.

According to data released by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI),in
the fortnight ended September 11,
the currency with public in-
creased by Rs 17,891 crore to hita
new highof Rs 26 lakh crore. Since
the fortnight ended February 28,
2020, when the currency in circu-
lation was Rs 22.55 lakh crore, it
has risen by Rs 3.45 lakh crore to
hitRs 26 lakh crore on September
11,2020, as per the RBI data.

During demonetisation in
2016, the government said that it
wanted to make India a ‘less cash
economy’. The cash with public
has risen nearly 45 per cent from

—— BRIEFLY —

Coppertube,
pipeimports:
Probe opened

New Delhi: India is investi-
gating imports of copper
tubes and pipes from
Malaysia, Vietnam and
Thailand, to determine
whether producersin these
countries were receiving un-
fair subsidies, the govern-
ment said. The investigation
by the Directorate General of
Trade Remedies, the inves-
tigative arm of the
Commerce Ministry, could
result in these imports fac-
ing countervailing duties,
said a government circular.
The probe covers imports
shipped between April 1,
2019 and March 31,2020.

Chinaindustrial
profitsupfor4th
straightmonth

Shanghai: Profits at China’s
industrial firms grew for the
fourth straight month in
August, buoyed in part by a
rebound in commodities
pricesand equipment man-
ufacturing, the statistics bu-
reausaid Sunday. China’sre-
covery has gained
momentum as pent-up de-
mand, stimulus and surpris-
ingly resilient exports pro-
pelarebound. REUTERS

IKEA toadopt
omni-channel

approachinindia

New Delhi: IKEA is adjusting
tothe newreality while con-
tinuing tobetonIndiaasone
of its “very important mar-
kets”, its India CEO Peter
Betzel said,addingit plans to
expand with an omni-chan-
nel approach. PTI
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CASHWITH PUBLIC STEADILY ON THE RISE
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what it was before demonetisa-
tion. While currency with public
stood at Rs 17.97 lakh crore as on
November 4, 2016, soon after de-
monetisation, it had declined to
Rs 7.8 lakh crore in January 2017.
Funds routed through the dig-
ital payment system also in-
creased from Rs 82.46 lakh crore
in April to Rs 111.18 lakh crore till
July31,2020.Itis, however, impor-
tant to note that the sudden rush
for cash by the public that started

alongside the Covid-19 pandemic
and in anticipation of lockdown
announcement in March has
slowed over the last couple of
months as the lockdown restric-
tions eased and e-commerce has
become fully operational.

While the currency with pub-
licincreased by Rs 3.07 lakh crore
between February 28 and June 19,
2020, it rose by only Rs 37,966
crore between June 19, 2020 and
September 11,2020.

As per the RBI definition, cur-
rency with public is arrived at af-
ter deducting cash with banks
from total currency in circulation.
Currency in circulation refers to
cashor currency withina country
that is physically used to conduct
transactions between consumers
and businesses.

Economists say that the jump
and slowdown in the pace of in-
crease in currency with the public
is in line with the economy turn-
ing into a cash economy during
the lockdown phase and then as
things gradually started to move
towards normalcy, the cash with
the public started to go down.
There is an expectation that cash
withthe publicwill start reducing
going forward. “The unabated rise
inCovid infections across India has
also prompted the public to keep
cash with them. Payments
through debit cards have also in-
creased,” said a senior banker.

“During lockdown, since peo-
ple were relying on neighbour-
hood kirana stores and wanted to
avoid exposure to virus, they
withdrew big amounts of cash at

one go to meet their monthly
needsand thatled toarise in cur-
rency with the public. With sup-
ply chain improving and e-com-
merce becomingoperational, the
reliance on cash has reduced and
gradually currency with the pub-
lic will come down further,” said
DK Pant, chief economist at India
Ratings. Cash withdrawals from
ATMs, which declined to Rs
1,27,660 crore in April increased
toRs2,34,119 crore in July, accord-
ing to the latest RBI data.

Pant added that transactions
onNPCT's Unified Payments Inter-
face have started going up and
people are already moving away
from cash following the opening
up of e-commerce.

Ontheother hand, the RBI has
pumped around Rs 10 lakh crore
liquidity into the financial system
in order to bail out the economy
from the vagaries of Covid-19.This
has pushed up the retail inflation
toabove 6 per cent level, which is
higher than the RBI's target of 4
per cent, forcing the central bank
to keep the repo rate unchanged
in the previous policy review.

Slow connection: Dearth of funds, workers moving
back home bring BharetNet work to a halt in 8 states

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

THE LACK of workers coupled
with a shortage of funds has hit
the brakes on the BharatNet work
inas many as eight states, includ-
ing Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Telangana, Odisha and Tamil
Nadu, according to the latest data
obtained by The Indian Express.
For example, in Andhra Prad-
esh,one of the first statestoopt to
complete BharatNet work on its
own, only 27 out of the 11,839
gram panchayats (GPs)have been
made service ready till date, while
in the neighboring state of
Telangana, noteven one of the to-
tal 11,374 GPs is service ready, ac-
cording to the latest data. These
eight states had in 2018 opted to
complete the work on BharatNet
themselves instead of outsourc-
ing it to Bharat Broadband Netw-
ork Limited (BBNL), the central

agency overseeing the implemen-
tation of the project elsewhere.
Earlier this year in July, these
states had written to the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications
(DoT) and the Universal Service
Obligation Fund (USOF)asking for
more funds to start work on the
second phase of BharatNet. And-
hraPradesh, forexample, had de-
manded Rs 2,000 crore from the
USOF; inaddition to the funds that
were already allocated to it. The
demand was however denied.
Apart from Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana, other states such
as Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu
also fared poorly. While Mahara-
shtrahastolay 50,314 km of opti-
calfibre to connectall of its 12,888
GPs, it has so far laid only 28,019
km and made 2,174 gram GPs
service ready. Meanwhile, Tamil
Nadu, which aims to connect
12,909 GPs and has to lay down
49,500 km of optical fibre, has not
even started working on the proj-

No funds
from DoT,
® USOF

EXPLAINED

HAVING OPTED to carry
out the workon
BharatNet themselves in-
stead of outsourcing it to
BBNL, the eight states are
now in need of funds, hav-
ing written to the DoT and
the USOF for the same in
July. However, the de-
mand was denied and no
progress has been made.

ect, according to the data.

Most of these states have also
expressed to the DoT the lack of
workers to dig trenches and lay
down optical fibre due to the lock-
down imposed to contain the
spread of Covid-19 and the return
of migrant workers to their home-

towns due to lack of job, officials
said. The BharatNet project, which
initially began as the National
Optical Fibre Network in October
2011, has been delayed for over 92
months now.

For BharatNet phase one,
BBNL — a special purpose vehicle
of the DoT — was the nodal
agency. It was incorporated in
2012 and had started implemen-
tation of the plan after inordinate
delaysin the implementationand
execution of BharatNet work by
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited.

In phase two of the project,
however, many states had ex-
pressed their desire to complete
work on their own and had also
floated request for proposal (RFP)
for the same. However, the work
on BharatNet phase two will be
delayed further and the deadline
has been extended beyond
August2021, the government said
last week, without specifying
what the new deadline would be.

‘Crude steel output falls over
4% to 8.48 MT in August’

India’s crude steel production fell more than 4 per cent to
8.478 million tonnes (MT) in August 2020, according to
the World Steel Association (worldsteel)

Why this is important: Due to difficulties presented by
Covid-19, many of this month’s figures are estimates that
may be revised with next month’s production update

CRUDE STEEL PRODUCTION BY OTHER MAJOR
WORLDSTEEL MEMBERS THIS AUGUST

2.830MT  0.722MT  0.696MT

-13.4%

Germany France

Spain

8.869 MT: Crude steel output
by Indiain August last year

8.4%: Growth in China’s crude
steel output, from 87.499 MT
in August2019t094.845 MT
last month

1.8%: Decline in production of
crude steel by South Korea,
from 5.905MT in August 2019

0.6%: Rise in global crude steel output for 64
nations reporting to worldsteel, from 155.374
MT in August 2019 to 156.244 MT this August

22.9%

9.7%

2.MT

32MT  0.939MT

Brazil  Turkey Italy

t05.800 MT last month

20.6%: Fallin Japan’s output,
from 8.120 MT in August 2019
10 6.446 MT of crude steelin
same period this year

24.4%: Fallin crude steel
produced by the United States,
from7.396 MT in August 2019
t0 5.588 MT this August

Source:
worldsteel/PTI

Shareholders vote MD-CEO, promoters
of Lakshmi Vilas Bank out at AGM

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 27

IN A dramatic development, the
shareholders of struggling
Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) have
voted against the appointment of
seven directors to its board, in-
cluding that of S Sundar as the
managing director and chief ex-
ecutive officer, as well as promot-
ers KR Pradeep and N Saiprasad.
Shareholders rejected the ap-
pointments of Saiprasad, Pradeep
and Raghuraj Gujjar as non-exec-
utive and non-independent direc-
tors at the annual general meet-
ing (AGM), the Chennai-based
bank said in a regulatory filing.
They also voted against BK
Manjunath, Gorinka Jaganmohan
Rao and YN Lakshminarayana
Murthy as non-executive and in-
dependent directors. These ap-
pointments were taken up for vot-

ing at the AGM on September 25.
The promoter group holds
only 6.80 per cent stake in the pri-
vate bank. The lender posted anet
loss of Rs 112.28 crore in the June
quarter of FY21 asagainstaloss of
Rs 23725 crore in the same period
lastyear. Its EPSwas-3.33 per cent.
Almost one fourth of the bank’s
advances have turned bad assets.
The bank’s gross non-perfor-
ming assets stood at 25.40 per
cent of advances as on June 2020
as against 17.30 per cent a year
ago. Itstotal capital adequacy ratio,
as per Basel Il guidelines, was at
0.17 per cent as of June 2020 as
against 1.12 per cent in March
2020. Gross advances as of June
2020 were tothe tune of Rs 16,310
crore with net interest income at
Rs90.76 crore. Total deposits were
pegged at Rs 21,161 crore. LVB,
which was struggling for fund in-
fusion, was in talks with various
entities for a merger or capital.

“Despite logistical challenges
arising due to COVID-19situation,
we have made significant
progress with Clix group for the
proposed amalgamation of Clix
Capital Service Pvt Ltd and Clix
Finance India Pvt Ltd into the
bank. However, there may be
slight delay in the mutual due dili-
gence and preparation of docu-
ments for regulatory require-
ments due to Covid situation and
travel restrictions. Hence, both the
parties mutually agreed to extend
the exclusivity period till Septe-
mber 15,2020,” the bank had said
ina statement on July 30.

Currently, Meenakshi
Sundaramis LVB's president-COO.
The Reserve Bank of India has two
nominees on the bank’s board —
Rajnish Kumar and Sundaram
Shankar. The bank appointed S
Sundar, its chief financial officer,
as the interim managing director
and CEO effective January 1,2020.

TO WORK ON PLAN TO BOOST MANUFACTURING

DPIIT shares list of 24 key
sectors with ministries

New Delhi: The DPIIT has shared a
list of 24 key sectors including
food processing, toys, furniture,
agro chemicals and textiles with
respective ministries asking them
to work on an action plan with a
view to boost domestic manufac-
turing and make India a self-re-
liant country, an Commerce and
Industry Ministry official said.

The other sectors include or-
ganic farming, iron, aluminium
and copper, electronics, industrial
machinery, furniture, leather and
shoes, and auto parts.

The Department for Promot-
ionof Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT)is working actively on pro-
moting domestic manufacturing
of toys and furniture. PTI

INTERVIEW: WORLD BANK LEAD ECONOMIST ON MIGRATION & REMITTANCES

‘Fall in remittances will add to fiscal

difficulty of states ... there’ll be direct
& indirect impact on tax revenues’

WHILE THE Covid-19 pandemic
and the resultant global economic
slideis projected toimpact remit-
tance flows to developing
economies, resulting in hardships
to poor households that have
beenreliant on remittances, India
is expected to be badly hit. DILIP
RATHA, head of KNOMAD and
World Bank lead economist on
migration and remittances ex-
plainsinainterview to ANILSASL
Edited excerpts:

Given the pandemic and the
resultant slowdown, howdo
yousee the impact of a crashin
remittances on countries such
asIndia?

We have seen that flows from
the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries to neighboring
countries have been resilient in
the months of June and July. It is
likely that we will see similar re-
silience in flows to India from the
GCC countries. But overall, given
the high level of unemployment
of migrant workers in major host
countries and weaker earnings of
migrants, remittance flows are ex-
pected to decline significantly.
Flows from Europe and the United
States are likely to be weaker than
those from GCCcountries. We are
projecting a fall of about 20 per
centin remittance flows to India.

Thatwould cause alot of hard-
ships to poor households that
havebeen reliant on remittances.
Itis likely that a large number of
households will fall into poverty.

Howbad would thisbein
terms of the impact to states
such as Kerala or Punjab?
Since Kerala and Punjab are
two of the largest remittance re-
cipients among Indian states, a
large number of households in
these states rely on remittances

“Thereisagreat
need fordataon
migration and
remittances
disaggregated by
state, and if
possible, thereis
alsoaneed fordata
on migration within
statesinIndia”

DILIPRATHA

and they are likely to experience
disruptions to their financial life-
lines, affecting their ability to con-
sume, afford healthcare, and ed-
ucation. We do not have
state-level data on remittance
flows and it is difficult to be pre-
cise in the case of Punjab.

In fact, other states like
Gujarat,Maharashtra, Karnataka,
and Tamil Nadu also have large
numbers of migrants abroad and
probably receive large amounts of
remittances. Thereisagreat need
for data on migration and remit-
tances disaggregated by state,and
if possible, there is also a need for
dataonmigration within statesin
India. The poverty-reductionim-
pactof migration is much greater
in the case of internal migration,
and therefore disruptions to inter-
nal migration, in that sense, is go-
ing to be disproportionately

harder oninternal migrants. There
is also a huge need for improving
data on inter-state mobility and
migration within states in India.

With respect to movement of
migrants, Kerala has close to
two million migrant workers
in the West Asia region. While
afew thousand have come
back home, do you envisage
more returnees once the travel
restrictions are eased?

Indeed, the economic situat-
ion in the GCC countries is highly
uncertain. This is because of dis-
ruption to economic activity due
to Covid-19, and also because of
the decline in oil prices. With the
economy slowing down, unem-
ployment levels are risingand we
expect more Indian migrants to
return from the GCC region back
to their homes in India, including
to Kerala... This is a phenomenon
thatrequires more attention from
policy makers because returning
migrants not only need to be sup-
ported in terms of quarantine on
arrival, but they will need to be
supported through social pro-
grammes like cash transfers and
jobs placement initiatives.

Whatis the kind of drop
expected at the level of states
and how badly would it
impact state finances, given
that the GSTrevenues are
already strained?

The fallinremittances willadd
tothefiscal difficulty of the state in
the sense that households will ei-
ther not have the additional in-
come through remittances or will
receive lower amounts, Therefore,
there will be both direct and indi-
rectimpacton tax revenues of the
state as consumption will be cur-
tailed as a result of lower house-
hold finances.

Harley-Davidson exit may
push auto tariff cut up in US
priority list for limited trade deal

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

WITH THE iconic Harley-David-
son motorcycles joining a list of
American vehicle firms that have
driven out of India, Washington
might give astronger push toauto
tariffreductionin itsasks while fi-
nalising a limited trade package.

Over the last three years, sev-
eral US car and motorcycle firms,
including General Motors, Ford
Motor Coand Cleveland CycleWe-
rks have either restructured oper-
ations to exist as joint ventures or
exited the Indian market alto-
gether. This was mainly due tolow
demand for their segment of vehi-
cles, according to experts.

“The Harley-Davidson exit
happeningat this junctureisasig-
nal which is not really desirable
for India at this point. The exit of
other auto companies in the last
few years also shows that the
market here is not deep enough
for them to grab share from other
companies like Suzuki and Hyu-
ndai, which are firmly entrenc-
hed,” said trade expert Biswajit
Dhar, professor atJNU’s Centre for
Economic Studies and Planning.

“Foreign investors would get
attracted to India for the size of the
marketand the purchasing power
here. When our economy was
growing at around 7 per cent,
there was a possibility that this
market was going to expand, but
the moment there is a situation
where India is the slowest grow-
ing economy among major
economies, then this possibility
comes into question,” he said.

The exits mean that whatever
little demand does exist for these
products will have to be serviced
mostly through imports. Though
Harley’s exit is part of the firm’s
global strategy, its politicisationin
US-India relations over the last
few years by US President Donald

India had cut duties on the
bike to 50%in 2018 from
around 100% earlier. File

Trumpincreases the possibility of
his administration pushing India
to reduce duties on vehicles like
large-engine motorcycles.

In the last few years, Trump
has cited the Modi government’s
tariffs on the iconic motorcycles
multiple times as an example of
why India is a “tariff king”. India
did bring down duties on the bike
to50 per centin 2018 from around
100 per cent previously, but the
American president found the
new tariff rate ‘still unacceptable’.

“I think what could actually
happenis the Harley-Davidsonis-
sue will become more important,
because what Harley tried to do
by setting up India operations was
tariff jumping. This hasn’t helped
them succeed in getting more
market share and now they're
leaving, Other companies like GM,
too, would like to bring in their
cars fromother production bases,
but they will face high tariffs on
automobiles, which is already an
outstanding issue,” said Dhar.

“It is likely that the pitch from
the US side to bring down these
tariffs will become even stronger
now and, with the government
talking about alimited trade deal,
many of these issues could now
be puton the fast track,” he added.

“The issue may very well be
brought up by the Trump admin-
istration, especially given that the
presidential electionsin the USare
coming up in November, and be-

cause Harley-Davidson is iconic
for Americans,” said another trade
experton condition of anonymity.

Some experts, however, do
feel that other priorities will still
take precedence in how a trade
package between India and the
United States shapes up. The US
could begin to use Harley-
Davidson’s exit as a political ma-
neuver to get India to reduce its
auto tariffs, but it is unlikely that
India will give in, according to
Indian Council for Research on
International EconomicRelations
president Rajat Kathuria.

“Auto tariffs may go higher on
the list (of priorities for a limited
trade deal), but for India, auto is
not important and there’s noth-
ing for us to gain. They (the US)
mighttryto pushit,” he said,add-
ing that, at this point, given India’s
economic situation, the demand
for any luxury productis low.

“Ifyoulook at the list of issues
thatare important forIndiain the
US limited trade deal, auto tariffs
will also be there, but it won't be
top(priority). At the top areissues
like agriculture, dataflowsand lo-
calisation, competition policy,”
Kathuria said.

“We havetolookatwhatisthe
jobcreatorinthe US, anditis more
of aservices rather than manufac-
turing industry. The ask from the
US side would be more on the
services side and, when you look
beyond services, the other big ex-
portthe UShasonaglobal basisis
agriculture ... other items do not
matter somuchin the trade envi-
ronment,” said Dr Mukesh Aghi,
President, US-India Strategic
Partnership Forum (USISPF).

“I think having these (firms)
shut down does not impact the
trade discussions between the
two countries. [ think the focus is
still going to be on the services side
issues such as e-commerce, data
localisation ... that's where the US
economy seems to go,” he added.

Qatar Airways says losses reach $ 1.9 billion amid pandemic, boycott

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
DUBAI, SEPTEMBER 27

LONG-HAUL CARRIER Qatar
Airways on Sunday reported rev-
enue losses of $1.9 billion for the
pastyear, blaming the coronavirus
pandenmic, its liquidation of shares
in Air Italy and the ongoing boy-
cott of Doha by four Arab nations

for the drop.

The energy-rich nation of
Qataritself needed to bail out the
state-owned airline at the end of
itsfinancial year on March 31 with
$2 billion to keep the airline oper-
ating, its annual report acknowl-
edged. The carrier also blamed
new accounting rules for further
addingtolosses for the past fiscal.

“If not for the exceptional cir-

The nation of Qatar itself needed to bail out the
state-owned airline at the end of its fiscal year,
with $2 billion to keep the airline operating

cumstances of fiscal year 2020,
our results would have been bet-
ter than the year before,” Qatar
Airways CEO Akbar al-Baker said
inastatement. The airline carried

New Delhi

32.3 million passengersin thelast
fiscal year, compared to 29.4 mil-
lion the year prior.

But Qatar Airways finds itself
in the same position of compet-

ing Gulf long-haul carriers
Emirates and Etihad, slashing
thousands of jobs while trying to
expand its network as travel re-
strictions lift worldwide.
That'sasdemand for flightsre-
mains low over fears about the
virus, which has wreaked havoc
oninternational travel. The airline
listed having over 50,000 employ-
eesonits payrollin the report.
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FRENCH OPEN

Mercury dips, tempersrise

Azarenka vents anger at being asked to wait in the cold before match is paused

REUTERS
SEPTEMBER 27

FORMER WORLD No.1 Victoria Azarenka
complained about the playing conditions at
the French Open amid light drizzle and low
temperatures during her 6-1,6-2 first-round
victory on Sunday. The US Open runner-up,
who entered court Suzanne Lenglen wear-
ing a thick pink puffer jacket, and her oppo-
nent Danka Kovinic walked off the court af-
ter play was suspended with Belarusian
Azarenka leading 2-1.

"No, it's eight degrees, I live in Florida, I'm
used to hot weather," a furious Azarenka told
the supervisor who asked her to wait on
court until a decision was made on whether
the match should continue.

Speaking to her opponent from
Montenegro, 10th seed Azarenka, who next
faces either Venus Williams or Slovakia's
Anna Karolina Schmiedlova, said: "Do you
want to wait on court?"No,” Kovinic
replied."No, it's ridiculous, it's too cold. What's
the point? Sitting here like ducks," said
Azarenka, who wore a wind jacket on court
and said she was worried about sliding on a
court made heavier by the persistentdrizzle.

The players returned after a delay of
about 50 minutes and Azarenka immedi-
ately broke her opponent's serve before
wrapping up victory in front of nine specta-
tors.Azarenka said the interruption should
have been better managed.

"[ think it's very tricky at the moment to
have these conditions. So definitely not going
to sit here and complain, but sometimes |
think there are smarter ways to handle situ-
ations.The unfortunate part sometimes with
the French Open is that there is no commu-
nications with players or players council,"
she added.

The French Open is usually played in
May-June but this year's tournament was
pushed back to late September due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.The weather in Paris is
therefore colder than normal for the Grand
Slam event with the claycourt conditions
much heavier and slower than the players
are accustomed to.

Asked whether the tournament should
have been cancelled altogether, like
Wimbledon was, Azarenka said it was im-
portant for lower-ranked players."l would-
n't particularly say so because I do believe
that [ want to play,” she said."We all want to
compete and we want to play and for maybe
not a player like me that maybe financially
is more stable than other players are, it's very
important to have this opportunity during
the pandemic. I think that there should have
been a little bit more consulting and heads

Victoria Azarenka tries to keep herself warm while officials decide whether to
continue play after a light drizzle. Azarenka beat Danka Kovinic 6-1, 6-2. Reuters

The weather in Paris is colder
than normal for the Grand Slam
event with the claycourt
conditions much heavier and
slower than the players are
accustomed to.

up and conversation. I think that's where we
canimprove, for sure.”

Sinner's day out

Italian teenager Jannik Sinner upset 11th
seed David Goffin in a breezy 7-5, 6-0, 6-3
victory on his French Open debut on Sunday
to confirm his status as one of the most excit-
ing talents in men's tennis.

The 19-year-old, who won last year's
NextGen ATP Finals title, had won his only
previous meeting against Goffin in straight
sets in the second round at Rotterdam this
year. But Goffin, who reached the quarter-fi-
nals at Roland Garros in 2016, would have
fancied his chances against the 74th-ranked
Sinner who before Sunday had only one
Grand Slam win under his belt - at this year's
Australian Open. Playing his first match on
the main showcourt at Roland Garros and
the opener in this year's tournament, Sinner
showed he belonged on this stage.

"The first set was very tight, it was like the

key to manage to win the service games quite
easily," Sinner told reporters."In the begin-
ning, that was not easy. He was returning
well. Iwas not serving that well. But the balls
here are very heavy. The court was heavy. It
was not easy. But at the end, when you win
the first set and go up a break, it's a little bit
easier to play.”

The Italian traded a double break of serve
with his Belgian opponent at the initial stages
of the match before getting the crucial third
break to take the opening set. It was all Sinner
after that as his sizzling forehand started gen-
erating more power and Goffin struggled to
stay in the rallies under the closed roof of
court Philippe Chatrier as the Italian won 11
straight games to close in on victory. "You
never expect that,” Sinner said about win-
ning 11 straight games.

"l don't think there was like one key. He
maybe didn't feel that well on court. I felt
well. T have just been trying to be
focused."Sinner converted his second match
point when his opponent sent a forehand
wide and followed it with a subdued cele-
bration, showing the same calm and com-
posure he displayed during the two hours on
court.Goffin hit one winner more that Sinner
but the 16 additional unforced errors by the
Belgian made the difference.Sinner will next
meet French qualifier Benjamin Bonzi who
defeated Finland's Emil Ruusuvuori 6-2, 6-
4,4-6,6-4.

Why Nadal isn’t happy with the
new official ball at Roland Garros

GAURAVBHATT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

AFTER A four-month delay, the French Open
began on Sunday under dark clouds of Covid-
19 and Parisian fall season. A developing sto-
ryline, however, has been the tournament
favourites saying: "No new balls, please."
The organisers have replaced Babolat
with Wilson as the official ball at Roland
Garros. Dominic Thiem and Novak Djokovic
have called the new balls "heavier" and
"slower". But nobody has been more outspo-
ken, and seemingly more affected, by the
change than record twelve-time winner
Rafael Nadal. Coupled with the weather con-
ditions, the Wilson balls could theoretically
pose problems to the perennial champion.

How are the balls different?

According to Nadal, the new Wilson balls
are slow and "not good to play on clay".
Freshly-crowned US Open champion and an-
other clay-court specialist Dominic Thiem
believes the ball will be a "bigger difference”
than conditions. "I practised two days at
home with the ball. Now, of course, here. Rm
alittle bit sad because the Babolat were actu-
ally my favourite balls, they were nice and
fast, perfect for my game, perfect for Nadal's
game too," Thiem told reporters. "The new
balls will be slower, more open. They get a
little bit bigger after a while. That will cer-
tainly change the results a bit."

The Wilson Type 2 balls at this year's
Roland Garros sport extra felt, woven loosely
to minimise wear and make them consistent.
But it also makes them heavier.

Rafael Nadal is unhappy with the slow and ‘not good to play on clay’ Wilson balls,
which have replaced Babolat at the French Open from this year . File

unsuitable regardless. “I practised with the
balls in Mallorca with warm conditions, the
ball was very slow, I think (it’s) not a good
ball to play on clay, honestly. That is my per-
sonal opinion," Nadal said. "Even with these
conditions, it makes things tougher. If we add
these conditions of cold and humidity, then
it's super heavy."

How do the new balls affect playstyles?
Nadal's biggest weapon is the dizzying
topspin he generates, and everything goes
into it - his physicality, biomechanics, the
strings and the motion.
The balls too had a role to

And heavier the ball, the slower E play. On the slowest tennis-play-
it goes through the air and off | =» ing surface of clay, the lighter,
the court. The coarse courtsand | === livelier Babolat balls put a pene-
humid conditions mean the ex- j trative oomph on Nadal's serves
tra felt may fluff up more, caus- | a_ and groundstrokes. The RPMs
ing the ball to drag. The thicker | »< (revolutions per minute) may
felt would also pickupdirteach I Ll . still go as high as 5,500, but
time they hit the ground, mak- slower traversal and lower

ing the balls heavier.

How do conditions affect the ball?

The humid, cold September-October
weather is a far cry from the usual May-June
summer. The scheduling — two weeks after
US Open — was already a challenge, but the
new balls have seemingly made it worse. If
the ball or court is wet, it can impact both the
flight of the ball as well as the bounce. The
ball will only get heavier through the thick
air. “l agree that the balls are heavy,” Djokovic
told reporters on Saturday. “But also it’s prob-
ably because we are also almost in October,
and it's very cold. The clay is also heavy and
wet. Just overall conditions are also affecting
the ball itself. It's very hard to say whether
the ballis heavy in general oris it because we
are playing under these kinds of slow and
heavy conditions.”

Nadal asserted that the Wilson balls are

bounce of the balls can allow op-
ponents to better counter the heavy topspin.

The usual short forehands on the run by
the 34-year-old could be less effective this
year. On the other hand, a flat hitter like
Djokovic should get more time to line up
their shots, hit them on the rise and generate
speed and depth. Daniil Medvedev, 2019 US
Open finalist, who has never advanced past
the first round at Roland Garros, is already
licking his chops.

“It's normal that when one player doesn’t
like something, the second one maybe is go-
ingtolikeit. Sofarllikeit,” said the 6'6, heavy-
hitting baseliner.

What are the injury concerns?

Nadal issued a warning shot to the or-
ganisers. "I really believe that the organisa-
tion need to take a look at that for the next
couple of years, for the health of the players

too, because the ball is super heavy. (It) be-
comes dangerous for the elbow and for the
shoulders.”

Hitting heavy, wet (or both, in the case of
this year's French Open) is of course linked
to injuries such as tennis elbow.

When and why was the ball changed?

It's a straightforward commercial deci-
sion. By winning the partnership, Wilson is
again the official ball at two Grand Slams (US
and French Open) after being replaced by
Dunlop at last year's Australian Open.

Also, both Nadal and Thiem are Babolat's
poster athletes, and few would have ex-
pected them to come out and admit that the
Wilson balls were better than their own
company's.

Last year in November, the French Tennis
Federation ended the long association with
Babolat and signed a five-year deal with
Chicago-based Wilson. Under the new deal,
Wilson'’s stringers will also be on-site to pro-
vide services as well as a range of co-branded
products will be launched.

Babolat had been the official ball at
French Open since 2011 when the French
manufacturers replaced Dunlop.

What happened the last time the balls
were changed?

Alot of players complained.

When the French Open switched to
Babolat from Dunlop in 2011, players claimed
that the new balls bounced higher and
played faster. Federer, who reached the
French Open final for the last time that year,
led the chorus. Stanislas Wawrinka said "The
balls are pretty strange" while Djokovic be-
moaned that "the balls are very, very fast, so
it's really difficult to control. Maybe it's go-
ing to favour the servers and the big hitters."

Nadal, who had already won five French
Open titles, went on to win seven more.
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

FESTILEHLE I WS OHLY GOINE TO
LOVES AGE, HIM T CFECE,
COMIPARY. MY TrINAIE REMIDOE ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
TEMFER AT Do keep a secret,

evenif you suspect

that others know

what you're up to.
You're too busy to indulge too
many little whims, especially
partners’ trivial foibles. Do

bear in mind that overseas

connections are vital. News

from afar will soon lift

your emotions.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Just what are other
people up to?
Somebody certainly
seems to have a big

claim on your time. Whether

you should indulge their
demands, though, is another
question. On the whole, [ don’t
think you have anything to
lose, and you may have a great
deal to gain.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

the current season
is designed with

ACROSS DOWN
A powerful smack between 2 Start making pastries (5) i K)Oslé zgﬁg}g {) Ot\l,ae‘:.e
the jaws? (6,5) 3 Itmaybetakenasan ; rtant
9 Nelson had such aname for a indication of loyalty (4) one impo gnb]
style of hair, too (7) 4 Makeball goround likea thi rrtlailter, pig da 3::
10 Respond toa trace of sphere (6) (sjome ing lo g with day-to-
difference (5) 5 Aplaceof grazing M‘E_‘ dy surviva an ,
responsibilities. Yet there’s no
11 Cleanbackwater (4) (8) W roblem that can’t be solved
12 For Wagnerian hero, standard 6 Dealings in transport % -ﬂ- 5 g uttine engagements off
{;i)ls unexpectedly . 5\7()1 . ot 2\5:’), fgr]; coupgie O%diys or weeks
ecisive manual exhibition
14 Fansetout for tie (6) (42,5) orevenmonths.
16 It's said to own a striking 8 Didn’t miss any of the CANCER (June 22 - July 23
s ZUECTSSI(G') heoy ®) ?;I;l%t)ics meeting, anyway MARVIN by Tom Armstrong UThe day'sJ stlgrs )
cholarly in theory 3, i
19 Heblous et 1 saasemouihgre | JUST NEED TO GIVE THIS ARG @ cenerlly
painfully respec auspicious, butit is
22 Doctor,Ihavereducedenergy 15 One stays withit(7) NEW FLACE MORE TIME. | ALL THE IT'S TIME FORE uncertain whe]iher youreally
(5) 17 Notabird, it chirps and flies EI:'N T 'I'MH‘T TG EG':H- THE FIT:JW HEE‘E o j'-.l. MLUTINY should be ambitious on your
23 It's sticky enough to make a (6) H own account. You see, when
snake immobile 20 Arich mixture at the table IS WEZAMS i passions are rising, ]jfé cango
(7) (5) inany direction without
24 History teachers who are real 21 Itwasworninthe past, E warning. A good compromise
experts? (4,7) perhaps (4) o may be to do your best
¥ by others.
Solutions Crossword 4234: Across: 1Indigo, 4 Addendum, 9 Snugly, 10 Stanhope, % LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
12 Rage, 13 Botha, 14 Hera, 17 Narrowsqueak, 20 Deerstalkers, 23 Apse, 24 Actor, ; In many respects
E
-
@

Roger, 16 Dally, 18 Headwind, 19 Assassin, 21 Dances, 22 Aspire, 26 VVamp, 27 Pate.
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iy ]

@ you in mind. You

were born with ample
reserves of bonhomie and
jolly generosity and it’s fair

-, enough for family, friends and
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s < partners to expect you to take
Instructions 4 < e the lead. Put any qualms to
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, 4 N 4 6815/ 92|1|7F|3 oneside.
::: ;s:’t:::if\;er :ﬁz:z:z::::\;v. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get Q :ﬁg ;{;Jg’;z -;r:,ir::a?hgo " 1 | ; 4 3 1 ._ i E ; 2 ,.I 3 4 E —Ilr g E E VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 23)
L] It's not easy to take
llooked up my. and found out | was the__. - Rodney Dangerfield (6,4,..,3) Y] e deEeslmre e Y g T 5, 3 B 1 .4 G 2 those an(\XI/var d
< each of the nine horizontal 25 8 8 E 3619 4 8121 7 decisions, but why
LTAEE MOTELS o | rows and in each of the g | 1 = = > a4z ] 1 ! als 8 ] ; N W;)cfryl? Social
N nine boxes. 7] | | events should take care
(@) 9 3 E E E .1 ? 5 E 3 4 9 of themselvgs, whlle even
a = family questions will be
SERAI ACIFPY 2 | ofcutyLowe AEIE B I% i i) CIFIENRAETE answered 0your - ouid
- 1s=Veryeasy; 2s=Easy; § 8 9 = ) & 5 TFi1 3982 4 provide the inspiration for the
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; = -and h
| 3 4 2 H T E E 1 present - and tomorrow, the
5s=VeryHard; 6s = i (@) Ia future actually becomes
playIadue( ASupoy - *des 3y} sem [ 1n0 punoj pue 33 Ajrurey Aw dn payoo| | :lomsuy Genius 7)) the present.
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LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)
You may be relieved
of achoice that
needs to be made at
home. On the one

hand your dilemma may

become far less pressing. On
the other, you will find it much
easier to talk to people around
you. Luckily social prospects
improve dramatically
tomorrow, so keep your
options open.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

It now looks
increasingly likely
thata partner may
have something
significant to say, especially if
you have inadvertently thrown
your weight around. On the
other hand, you may
appreciate their apparent
new-found interest in

your affairs.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
You will be liberated
from a promised - or
threatened -
expense, but

perhaps not for another forty-

eight hours. Allyou cando
now, though, is cough up and
hope for the best - then wait.

Social, romantic and emotional

stars remain primed for

passionatany price.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)
Today’s top
planetary pictures
are somewhat
sensitive and

therefore ideal for those about

to be swept away on a wave of
sentiment. A special word for
any of you expecting good
news: seize the high ground
and take no nonsense from
anybody.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
For you more than
most people, the
meaning of the
current week is

extremely important and, if

you listen to the voices within,
you may gain one or two
mystical realisations. You'll not
be a hermit, though, as the
relationship between stars in
your house of friends and
house of partners remains
very special.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

The Moon is at your

beckand callina

delicate and

indecisive sort of a
manner, whichis an
astrological way of saying that
you may actually call the shots
at home. Do so with your

normal sensitivity and make a

little time for businesslike

gatherings later on.

New Delhi
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Fall guy to match-winner

Tewatia turns Superman to script record win for Royals as ton-up Agarwal ends on losing side again

SYNOPSIS
One man turns into a n unlikely
hero, another afallen hero.

SANDIPG
SEPTEMBER 27

FORYEARS to come, this match couldremaina
benchmark for not only high-quality T20 bats-
manship but alsoajaw-dropping marker of the
game’s blistering evolution, it’s continuously
expanding boundaries of imagination. Kings XI
Punjab, powered by Mayank Agarwal’s hun-
dred, posted a total that had never been sur-
passed in this league, but Rajasthan Royals
pulled offanerve-splaying heist,addinga fresh
tale to the Sharjah folklore.

Unlikely hero

From being the potential fall guy, Rahul
Tewatiaemerged an unlikely hero, scoringa31-
ball 53. But for much of his knock, he seemed a
nervous wreck frazzled by the enormity of the
situation and the steepness of the unenviable
task he was deputed with. Despatched as the
surprise pinch-hitter at the fall of Steve Smith,
the left-hander crawled to 17 off23 balls,and in
the process piled on pressure that probably re-
sulted in the dismissal of Sanju Samson, who
seemed the Royals only avenue to victory.
Tewatia was swiping and swishing at thin air,
his promotion seeming a strategic faux pas.

So inept was Tewatia that Samson
turned down a single at one point. But
when he got out, Rajasthan Royals required
just two off seven balls.

One Sheldon Cottrell over changeditall, the
script of the match, potentially the destiny of
this edition and even the Tewatia’s career. With
Samson gone for a sumptuous 85 in the previ-
ous over, Rajasthan Royals required 63 off 23
balls, and when the Cottrell over began, they
needed 51 off 18. The lens zoomed in on Robin
Uthappa, engineer of several heists in the past.
Tewatiawould have been shirking fromthelens.

Then, without the slightest warning, he
broke free. The man who is in the team more
for his leg-spin bowling creamed the first two
deliveries — short balls but at pace —over mid-
wicketwith crisp swings of the blade. The third
ball, an angry Cottrell overreached with a full
ball; Tewatia smoked it over wide long-off. The
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After grinding his way to 8 off 19 deliveries, Rahul Tewatia smashed 5 sixes off a
Sheldon Cottrell over to win the game for Rajasthan Royals. Bccl

contest suddenly swung back tolife, architected
by the most unusual of suspects.

But Tewatia was not finished, he was nota
flicker of hope, but an all-consuming fire. He
wanted to settle the match, which he ensured
with two more sixes in the same over. The 30-
runover whittled down the target toan achiev-
able 21 off 12. He struck another six off
Mohammed Shami in the next over before per-
ishing, but not before firing Rajasthan to the
brink of a famous heist that seemed improba-
ble as soon as Samson perished.

At one stage, Tewatia was 14 off 23 balls, a
crime in this format and by his own admission
the worst 20 balls he had ever faced in his life,
but his final exploit read 53 off 31 balls. That
meant his last 39 runs came off eight balls.

Among the happiest in the Rajasthan dug-
out was Samson, whose knock of utter beauty
was flirting with futility. In the heady climax,
his knock should not be forgotten.

These days, there is unalloyed joy in
Samson'’s batting. He exudes a sense of seren-
ity that seems to stem from the knowledge that

he’sin the best form of his life, that he’s nearin-
fallible, that his undisputed but once erratic tal-
ent is fully blossoming. It is about considering
allthe factors and calculations that allowabats-
man to score quickly — the speed of the
bowlers, the speed of the pitch, the amount of
spin, the degree of seam movement, the pre-
ciseslotting of all the fielders, the hittable gaps,
the dimensions of the ground, the wind and
heat, the match situation, what constitutes a
good score — from the second onearrives at the
crease. Samson, right now, is doing this perhaps
better than anyone has in this edition. It’s like
hewalksin, assesses the situation and does ex-
actly whatis required. Inthe past, he shied away
fromburdens. But these days, he volunteers for
them. It's this eagerness and willingness that's
primarily behind his rejuvenation. But if
Samson'’s effort was salvaged by Tewatia,
Mayank Agarwal would be left cussing his
wretched luck.

Fallen hero
Agarwal had, only a few days ago, seen his

then highest IPLscore go waste ina Super Over.
This time, he racked up his maiden IPLhundred,
yetended up on the losing side again.

Nonetheless, after the pain of the defeat
sinks in, the innings should cheer him up.
Agarwal flowed like a furious river, drowning
everything in his sight and taking everything
in his way down with him. The bulk of his runs
came in a fat V between extra cover and cow
corner. Brutal on anything marginally short —
his bat-speed is Bolt-like when he rocks back
for the pull — he hammered anything that was
remotely full or marginally hungin the air. Every
stroke was fused with somuch power thateven
mishits sped over the ropes.

Poor Shreyas Gopal, Agarwal’s close paland
Karnataka team-mate. He bore the full brunt of
his fury. Three times he was smeared over the
rope.Ontwo occasions, he seemed to have de-
ceived the batsman in the air, but on both in-
stances, Agarwal made late adjustments toen-
sure that he guided the ball where no fielder
lurked. The compact, Chinnaswamy-like di-
mensions did benefit him, but some of his
strikes, especially down the ground, were so fe-
rocious that they would have cleared most
boundary ropes.

Under Agarwal's breathless stroke-play, that
began with a lofted-driven six off Ankit Rajpoot
in the second over, KL Rahul's sedate 69 off 54
deliveries turned out to be an afterthought.
Nonetheless, itwas another fineexhibitionof or-
thodox shot-making. The three successive
boundaries he stroked inJofra Archer’s first over
were glorious. The firstwas a proper cover drive
off aslower ball; the second ball was faster, and
he opened the bat face and drove squarer to the
cover boundary. The third one was wider, which
he bunted over point. Together, Rahul and
Agarwal puton 183 runs, the eighth-highest part-
nership for any wicket in the league, leaving
bowlersasexasperated as they were devastated.

Tewatia, the effervescent leggie, would of-

fer further testament — Rajasthan’s bowling
hero of the previous match got just an over as
Agarwal plundered 19 runs off it. Nobody
would have imagined then that Tewatia would
have thelastlaugh. T20is afickle little game, as
Tewatia can vouch.
BRIEF SCORES: Rajasthan Royals: 226/6
(Sanju Samson 85, Rahul Tewatia 53, Steve
Smith 50; Md Shami 3/53) defeat Kings
XI Punjab: 223/2 (Mayank Agarwal 106;
KL Rahul 69; Ankit Rajpoot 1/39) by 4
wickets.

EMOTIONAL ~ ROLLER COASTER

Hot heads, calm minds and everything in between at the game.

Pooran’s leap of joy

IT HAS to be the best boundary-saving leap
outside the boundary. In some ways, even
better than those hop-out-hop-in stunning
catches that have been normalized. Rarely
has anyone contorted the leap over bound-
ary into a boundary-saving acrobatic effort
as Nicholas Pooran did.

In the 7th over, Sanju Samson lofted the
leggie M Ashwin tolong-on, where Pooran was
waiting at the ropes, his body already turned to

his left. That body-angle allowed him to leap
back full stretch, with both hands stretched out
as the ball sailed over him. By the time he
caught it, he was fully outside the boundary
and was falling. Somehow, incredibly, he let
the left hand that held the ball, drop down and
continued to swing it down in a fluid move-
ment. And just before he hit the ground, he had
released the ball back onto the field of play. It
had his fielding coach Jonty Rhodes jump out
of his dugout seat and bow down in respect.

Smith’s laugh of disbelief
IAN BOTHAM would have been im-
pressed with the long hop that Jimmy
Neesham produced to Steve Smith in the
8th over of the chase. Botham has taken a
few Test wickets, including Greg Chappell
with his long-hops but this Neesham’s
donkey-drop must take the cake. It
threatened two pairs of feet, his and
Smith’s. It was dug in that close to him-
self and as it looped up and across, Smith,
who was one short of fifty, was startled.
Then, as the ball started to drop
down on him ever so gently, a perplexed
Smith swatted it behind square for just
a single. He raised his bat for the 50 but
shook his head for a while as he
processed that ball. He then started to
smile before it turned to head-shaking
laughter. Neesham had the last laugh,
though, slipping in a good wide yorker
next ball he bowled at Smith, who
sliced it to deep point.

Cottrell’s payback salute

18 MONTHS after he had found himself at
the receiving end of a meme, Sheldon
Cottrell got his payback time with Jos
Buttler. Last February during a series in the
Caribbean, in a cheeky dig at Cottrell’s cel-
ebratory salute, Buttler smashed a six,
looked straight at the bowler, and saluted
him. It created a torrent of memes and gifs.
Cottrell had never dismissed Buttler for
West Indies but got his chance now after he
made his IPL debut this year.

He just needed three balls at Buttler but
managed to induce a catch to midwicket and
he of course, did that celebratory marching
salute and arched back to let out a scream of
joy. Buttler didn’t look at him this time
around, just put his head down and kept
walking back. Alas, the evening would later
become a forgettable one for Cottrell as Rahul
Tewatia turned a night of embarrassment
into the best night of his life when he looted
five sixes off the pacer.  SRIRAM VEERA

SPECIAL OFFERS

FOR LIMITED TIME ONLY!

Get your favourite Maruti Suzuki car today!

SWIFT SAVEUP TOX35 000"

I TARA

SWIFT BREZZA DZIRE

VITARA

BREZZA SAVE UP TO 20 000"

DZIRE SAVE UP TO340 000"

= Saya DD Motors ~ T.R.Sawhney  D.D.Motors T.R.Sawhney RanaMotors  D.D. Motors Krish Rana Motors Krish Fairdeal = Rohan T.R. Sawhney Competent AAA Vehicleades Prem Motors Rohan D.D. Motors Bagga Link Rana Motors
2 (Azadpur)  (Narela)  (Saraswati Vihar) (Peeragarhi) (Badli) (Prashant Vihar)  (Wazirpur) (Pitampura) (Tis Hazari) (GT Karnal Road) (Budh Vihar) 3 (Mathura Road) (Amar Colony) (Lajpat Nagar) (Malviya Nagar)  (Mahipalpur) (Chhatarpur Metro Station) (Okhla Ph-1) (Kotla) (Safdarjung)
=2 47088888 9999003888 9582263509 9999003888 9999324333 9711507777 9999003888 9999159577 9873477744 9999149577 7290009371 @<= 9560036262 9999563333 8377007979 9971500011 8745887458 011-66764444 9999003888 8826892666 26712222
E‘:T: Magic Auto Competent T.R. Sawhney E Magic Auto T.R. Sawhney Competent Magic Auto AAA Vehicleades  Competent Magic Auto TR Sawhney Competent Rana Motors  D.D. Motors § Fairdeal Fair Deal Cars Competent Bagga Link T.R. Sawhney
S (Karol Bagh) (C.P) (I.P Station) ; (Sec-20, Dwarka)  (Rajouri Garden)  (Najafgarh)  (Dwarka Sec-13) (Mundka) (Dwarka) (Palam Dabri Road) (Naraina) (Shivaji Marg) (Janakpuri) (Mayapuri) & (Bhajanpura) (Shahdara) (Gazipur) (Patparganj) (Gokulpuri)
B 8929268145 9582797749 9999399157 & 8929268146 9873781333 9582797763 8929268144 9650445555 9582797879 8929400501 9999137164 9582797748 011-47911111 9999003888 E 7290009372 9910894050 8377007977 9818199370 9999399150
Magic Auto < Vipul Fairdeal Cars Rohan Vipul ﬁg Rohan § Competent Prem Motors Rohan Prem Motors Vipul Pasco Competent Rana Motors Pasco E Vipul TCS Autoworld Auto Nation Vipul
(Preet Vihar) % (Sec-63) (Sec-10) (Sec-1) (Sec-18) S (Udyog Vihar) £  (Sec-12) (32nd Milestone) (Sec-54) (JMD Sikanderpur) (UdyogVihar) (Sec-18) (Subhash Chowk) (SCO Plot No-322 Sec-29)  (Silverton Sec-50) & (MathuraRoad) (Neelam Chowk)  (Mathura Road) (Ballabgarh)
8929400502 = 0120-4824000 9999700944 9873501288 8800091555 &= 9811800980 = 9582797711 8750487504 4845400 8750987509 4395700 4012000 9582797739 4260000 7835003300 E 9999994707 0129-4252525 9899596002 9717073300
Rohan Fairdeal Cars g Platinum Motocorp Platinum Motocorp Platinum Motocorp Platinum Motocorp 2 Rohan Motorcraft ~ T.R.Sawhney  Regent Auto Rohan Motorcraft Pasco Pasco Pasco = § Rohan
(Palwal) (Piyali Chowk) = (IMT Chowk) (Farrukhnagar) (Pataudi) (Narnaul) ‘E‘ (Mukund Nagar) (Sahibabad) (Mohan Nagar) (Meerut Road) (Hapur) (Modi Nagar) % (Alipur) (Tauru) (Punhana) % = (Delhi Road)
01275-304100 9582139824 = 9953345312 9205192634 9953345311 9053088437 5 9650100045 9650972222 9582263544 7065191234  0122-2313204 8057692222 “° 8683000956 8683000929 8683000929 == g 05732-281900
*Terms and Conditions apply. Terms and conditions are subject to change without any prior notice. All offers are brought to you by Maruti Suzuki dealers only. Total savings include cash discount (on selected models & variants), exchange bonus (on selected models & variants), ISL Offer (for select Govt. &
Corporate employees on select model & variants). Offers may vary across variants. Savings shown above are applicable on Swift Petrol (all variants, except special edition), Vitara Brezza Petrol (all variants) and Dzire Petrol (all variants, except special edition). For more details contact your nearest ARENA
dealership. Offers/savings shown above may change without prior notice. Accessories/colors/features may not be part of standard equipment and are for indicative purpose only. Car model and accessories shown may vary from actual product. Black gloss on vehicle is due to lighting effect. Images used are for
illustration purposes only. Color shown may vary from actual body color due to printing on paper. All offers are valid till stock lasts. All offers are valid on invoicing till 30"" September 2020 only.

Vol LXXXVIII No. 276 Regd.No. DL-21046/03-05

RN.LNo.506/57. Printed and Published by R.C. Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Limited and Printed at The Indian Express (P) Limited Press, A-8, Sector-7,Noida - 201301 and Published at The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Editorial office: The Indian Express (P) Limited,
Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: 0120-6651500. Advertising office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, B1/B, Sector - 10, Noida - 201301. Phone: 0120-6651291. Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka, Chief Editor: Raj Kamal Jha, Editor: Unni Rajen Shanker, Editor (Delhi): Rakesh Sinha** **Responsible for
selection of News under the PRB Act. Copyright: The Indian Express (P) Limited. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner; electronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited. The Indian Express®

New Delhi



	280920_IL_01
	280920_IL_02
	280920_IL_03
	280920_IL_04
	280920_IL_05
	280920_IL_06R
	280920_IL_07
	280920_IL_08
	280920_IL_09
	280920_IL_10
	280920_IL_11RRRR
	280920_IL_12RRR
	280920_IL_13RRR
	280920_IL_14
	280920_IL_15
	280920_IL_16
	280920_IL_17
	280920_IL_18R

