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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
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JUSTICES M B SHAH AND ARIJIT PASAYAT
Key agencies alerted on revelations,

meeting soon: black money SIT head

In alert on shell firms, NY bank flags
transfers to Adani from Seychelles

Adani spokesperson says transactions of about $14.46 mn legitimate

EXPRESS
IMPACT

Some under
scanner, will
probe fresh
leads: ED chief

RITUSARIN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE HEAD of the Supreme
Court-appointed Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) on black
money said Monday that the dis-
closures on “suspicious” banking
transactions revealed in the
FinCEN Files, the ongoing inves-
tigation by The Indian Express in
collaboration ~ with  the
International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists and
BuzzFeed News, have been
brought to the attention of the
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RITUSARIN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

ADANI GOBAL PTE, the
Singapore-based global arm of
the Adani Group, crops up in a
clutch of Suspicious Activity
Reports (SARs) filed to FinCEN,
the top US financial watchdog,
that red-flag the subject of shell
companies and their use in
money laundering activities in
the tax haven of Seychelles.
These SARs, investigated by
The Indian Express, form part of
Bank of New York Mellon’s
(BNYM) tracking of suspect
transactions related to several

companies.

One lists “suspicious” trans-
actions to and from “shell-like”
entities in Seychelles between
2005 and 2014 with total remit-
tances at $6.24 billion. The next
year, another SAR filed by BNYM
reported 1,241 fresh transactions
worth $105 million carried out
inJanuary alone.

Along with several other
transactions for companies lo-
cated in Switzerland, Hong Kong
and Russia, the SARs have details
of transactions between
Thionville Financier Ltd, an in-
vestment company with ad-
dresses in Mahe and Victoria in
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US indictment memo: bribes for Andhra
mining permit — and link to ex-Cong MP

KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

A FORMER Member of
Parliament, abankin Cyprus,aUS
Department of Justice indictment
and anauto start-up in Gurugram
figure in an investigative memo-
randum ona Ukrainian business-
man, prepared in August 2017 by
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network (FIinCEN),
the US regulatory agency for en-
forcing money laundering laws.

INSIDE

KAPIL MISHRA DURING
QUESTIONING: ‘DIDN’T
GIVE SPEECH, TOLD
POLICE ABOUT PLAN
FOR DHARNA'
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‘Violence on mind
after 2019 results...
objective was to
uproot elected govt’

JIGNASA SINHA
&SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

“FROM THE day that the results
of the 2019 Parliamentary elec-
tions were declared, the tone
and tenor of the public utter-
ances of the key conspirators of
the present case has shown a
clear streak of affinity towards
violence which had started play-
ing out in their minds.”

This is how the Delhi Police
Special Cell concludes its 2,695-
page “final report” in the
chargesheet filed against 15 peo-

ple under the stringent UAPA in
a case of alleged conspiracy re-
lated to the February riots in
Northeast Delhi.

The chargesheet includes the
names of former AAP councillor
Tahir Hussain, Pinjra Tod's
Devangana Kalita and Natasha
Narwal, former DU student
Gulfisha, Jamia Millia [slamia
PhD student Meeran Haider and
Jamia Coordination Committee
media coordinator Safoora,
among others.

The final report, signed by
DCP (Special Cell) P S Kushwah
and ACP (Special Cell) Alok
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The memorandum on
Dmytro Firtash and people al-
legedly linked to him, including
former Kiev mayor Leonid
Chernovetskyi and his son
Stepan Chernovetskyi, was
based on 40 suspicious activity
reports (SARs) submitted by
banks that included JP Morgan
Chase Bank, Standard Chartered,
Deutsche Bank Trust Company
Americas and Citibank in the US,
records investigated by The
Indian Express show.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

II'Ts, IIMs, Central
univs, Navodaya
schools dip into
pay for PM Cares

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

AFTER PUBLIC sector companies,
a sweeping range of educational
institutions, from Navodaya
schools for rural students to IITs,
[IMs and central universities, have
together contributed Rs 21.81
crore to the Prime Minister’s
Citizen Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situations (PM
CARES) fund — mainly from staff
salaries, RTI records accessed by
The Indian Express show.

The Prime Minister’s Office,
which manages the fund, has de-
clined to furnish details of con-
tributions received, saying that
PM CARES is “not a public au-
thority under the ambit of...the
RTIAct”.

The fund was set up follow-
ing the Covid outbreak, and had
a corpus of Rs 3,076.62 crore on
March 31, 2020, just four days
within launch, of which
Rs 3,075.85 crore were listed as
“voluntary contributions”, ac-
cording to its official website.
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SHARP DIVIDE OVER FARM BILLS

Bid to assure: MSP up
for six crops, BJP tells
MPs to spread the word

In LS, Minister
Tomar says govt
committed to
MSP, ‘clearing lie’
spread by Oppn

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

IN THE face of intensifying
protests against its contentious
farm Bills ahead of the Bihar elec-
tions, the Government and the
BJP have kickstarted a campaign
to counter Opposition claims that
the laws are “anti-farmer”.

In the Lok Sabha Monday,
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar an-
nounced an increase in
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
for six rabi crops. He said the de-
cision proves the Government is
committed to retaining the MSP
mechanism and “clearing the
lie” spread by the Opposition.

The decision was read outon
the floor of the House and fol-
lowed by a press conference by
three Union Ministers, Ravi
Shankar Prasad, Piyush Goyal
and Pralhad Joshi. The MSP of
wheat has been increased by Rs
50 per quintal, barley by Rs 75,
gram (chana) by Rs 225, lentil
(masur) by Rs 300, rapeseed &
mustard by Rs 225, and saf-
flower by Rs 112.

“I want to tell farmers that
when the Bills for agrarian re-
forms came, Congressmen

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

O’Brien, other MPs protesting at Parliament on Monday night

8 Oppn MPs suspended for
‘unruly behaviour’ in RS

MANOJCG &
KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE FACE-OFF between the gov-
ernment and the Opposition over
the passage of two key farm Bills
in Rajya Sabha escalated on
Monday with Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu suspending
eight MPs “for the remaining part
of the current session” on a mo-
tion brought in by the govern-
ment citing “unruly behaviour”.

The suspended MPs —
Congress’s Rajeev Satav, Syed
Naseer Hussain and Ripun Bora;
Trinamool Congress’s Derek
O’Brien and Dola Sen; AAP’s
Sanjay Singh; and CPI(M)'s KK
Ragesh and Elamaram Kareem -
refused to leave the House, lead-

ing to ruckus and multiple ad-
journments.

After Rajya Sabha was ad-
journed for the day, the sus-
pended MPs sat on a dharna in
front of the Gandhi statue at
Parliament, where they contin-
ued to protest through the night.

Opposition MPs, from both
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,
dropped inatthe protestsiteina
show of support and solidarity.
Some like Leader of Opposition
in Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi
Azad, DMK’s Tiruchi Siva and
RJD’s Manoj Kumar Jha dropped
in at night. While Siva brought
idlis, sambar and chutney for the
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MEA, Army
in marathon
LAC talks
with China

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

ELEVEN DAYS after their
Foreign Ministers reached an
agreement in Moscow to “con-
tinue dialogue” and “quickly
disengage” troops to “ease ten-
sions” along the Line of Actual
Control in Ladakh, Indian and
Chinese military commanders
returned to the talks table
Monday to try and resolve the
situation.

Until late in the night, the
meeting which began in the
morning — the sixth round of
discussions at the Corps
Commander-level since the start
of the standoff early May — was
still on at Moldo, the border
meeting point on the Chinese
side near Chushul.

The Indian team, led by XIV
Corps Commander Lt General
Harinder Singh, included Lt
General PGK Menon from Army
headquarters. He is tipped to
take charge of the Leh-based

Corps in October.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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ALOT is riding on this
round of talks, the first
since the Moscow agree-
ment between the Indian
and Chinese foreign min-
isters. The presence of an
MEA official in the Indian
team points to a coordi-
nated approach to try
and dial down tensions.
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‘High debt, fiscal deficit... India
can't print its way out of the mess’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

WHILE COUNTRIES like the
United States have extended
sizeable fiscal stimulus packages
during the Covid-19 pandemic,
India’s standing as a developing
country with high public debt
and fiscal deficit makes it difficult
to follow suit, according to Ruchir
Sharma, Head of Emerging
Markets and Chief Global
Strategist at Morgan Stanley
Investment Management.

The country cannot “print” its
way out of “this mess”, he said at
the Express e-Adda on Monday.

Toa question on the demand
by many experts and economists
tospend more, Sharma said: “I'm
much more sympathetic to the
government's stance, whichison
the fiscal front, than to what the
experts are saying, because I find
that,inIndia's case —thisisaline
that I borrowed from one of my
favourite movies Top Gun — that
our ego keeps writing checks
which our body can’t cash.”

Sharma was in conversation
with Anant Goenka, Executive
Director, The Indian Express, and
P Vaidyanathan lyer, Executive
Editor for National Affairs.

“We keep thinking we have
lots of money and the US is do-

Ruchir Sharma at the
e-Adda session on Monday
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ing stimulus of X per cent and
the UK doing a stimulus of Y, so
why can’t we do a similar stim-
ulus? And my point is this: that
we are still a developing coun-
try,” he said.

“Firstly, when you compare
our external stimulus, compare
itto other developing countries.
More than that, we entered this
crisis with one of the highest
public debts and fiscal deficits in
the world, especially in the
emerging world. So, if you enter,
and that’s your starting point,
then how can you afford to
spend much more?” he said,
adding that the government has
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SIT head

Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) and the Finance Ministry
and the panel would convene a
meeting to discuss the import of
the revelations.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
former Supreme Court Judge
Justice M B Shah, who is the
Chairman of the SIT, said that he
had, by Monday afternoon, spo-
ken totop officialsin the Revenue
Department in the Finance
Ministry and the CBDT about the
disclosures on the Indian individ-
uals and entities.

“The SIT will convene ameet-
ingin Ahmedabad after giving the
relevant agencies some time to
examine the disclosures so the
matter can be taken forward,”
Justice Shah told The Indian
Express.

Justice Shah added that all
agencies, whose representatives
are part of the SIT including the
CBDT, the Enforcement
Directorate, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), the Reserve
Bank of India, among others
would be intimated when the
meeting will be convened.

“We want to take this forward
after all the concerned
Departments have done a prelim-
inary inquiry,” Justice Shah said.

The Vice Chairman of the SIT
onblackmoney, former Supreme
Courtjudge, Justice Arijit Pasayat,
echoed Justice Shah. “I am in
agreement with what the
Chairman has said,” he told The
Indian Express. “The SIT will take
up the revelations specific to India
contained in the FincenFiles seri-
ously and lookintoit.”

The SIT on black money was
constituted on the directions of
the Supreme Court in May 2014
and was the first major decision
taken by the newly formed Modi
Government.

Meanwhile, S K Mishra,
Director of the Enforcement
Directorate alsoreacted to the dis-
closures in the FinECN Files. “We
have taken note of the global me-
dia investigation and the India
end of it,” he told The Indian
Express. “We are already probing
some of the cases mentioned in
the reports and some fresh leads
may be forthcoming via the bank-
ing transactions described.”

NY bank

Seychelles, with Adani Global PTE.

Records show details of sev-
eral wire transfers totaling $14.46
million being received by the
Adani firm from this Seychelles
entity.

When asked about these
transactions, an Adani Group
spokesperson told The Indian
Express: “Our commercial trans-
actions with Thionville Financier
Limited is completely legitimate
and the same have been fully dis-
closed tothe authoritiesin the re-
spective jurisdiction.”

Interestingly, inits SARfiled in
2013, BNYM reported that the
website of Thionville Financier Ltd
was “under construction.” Seven
years later, the announcement for
its website remains the same.

Records investigated by The
Indian Express show that four wire
transfers totaling $5.6 million
were made to Adani Golbal PTE'’s
Trust and Retention account at
ICICI Bank in Singapore in July
2013.Inits SAR,BNYM underlined
that in addition to the shell-like
nature of the sender (Thionville
Financier Ltd), the wire transfers
looked “suspicious” since they
were sent in “high round-dollar
amounts.” (Round-dollar
amounts refer to transactions
rounded off to exact hundred or
thousand, like 50,000 or 100,000).

Another set of remittances
from Thionville to Adani Global
PTE are for the month of June in
2013 and the same banking chan-
nels have been used. This time,
within one week, two wires were
sent by Thionville to the Adani
company totaling $2.8 million.

The most recent transactions
between the two companies,
flagged in an SAR, are for January

2015 when Thionville, using its
Standard Chartered Bank account,
sent three wires to Adani Global
PTE totaling $6.06 million.

On shell companies located in
places like Seychelles, the SAR
noted how they were “easy to
form, inexpensive to operate,and
are structured in a manner de-
signed to conceal the transac-
tional details of the entities. The
use of shell entities provides an
opportunity for foreign ordomes-
tic entities to move money by
means of wire transfers, whether
directly or through a correspon-
dent banking relationship with-
out the entity owners having to
disclose their true identities...”

US indictment

In 2013, Firtash and five oth-
ers were indicted by the US
Department of Justice (DOJ) foral-
legedly conspiring to pay at least
$18.5 million in bribes to govern-
ment officials to secure licences
for mining minerals in Andhra
Pradesh from 2006.

Others indicted with Firtash,
who was charged with violating
the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
(FCPA), were KVP Ramachandra
Rao, a close advisor of former
Chief Minister YS Rajasekhara
Reddy and later a Congress Rajya
Sabhamember; Andras Knopp,a
Hungarian businessman; Suren
Gevorgyan of Ukraine; Gajendra
Lal,an Indian national and perma-
nent resident of the US; and,
Periyasamy Sunderalingam of Sri
Lanka.

The mining project was ex-
pected to generate more than
$500 million annually from the
sale of titanium products.

According to the indictment,
bribes were concealed and trans-
ferred through Firtash controlled-
Group DF Ltd to various entities
using financial institutions in the
Us.

“Firtashalsoallegedly directed
his subordinates to create docu-
ments to make it falsely appear
that money transferred for the
purpose of paying these bribes
was transferred for legitimate
commercial purposes,and heap-
pointed various subordinates to
oversee efforts to obtain the li-
censes through bribery,” the DO]J
said.

The SARs collated by FinCEN
flagged transactions worth $0.80
million by Firtash’s Swiss firm
Bothli Trade AG to KVP
Ramachandra Rao and Romtex
CoLimited atabankin Cyprusbe-
tween May 2007 and February
2009.

InApril 2006, Bothli Trade and
the Andhra Pradesh government
set up a joint venture to mine il-
menite, a mineral which can be
processed into titanium sponge.
According to the US indictment,
Bothli Trade was one of the firms
thatwas used to transfer funds to
several entities for alleged pay-
ment of bribes to Indian officials.

In an email response to The
Indian Express, KVPRamachandra
Rao said: “I never received any
money from any Company in-
cluding M/s Bothli Trade AG.
Further, [ never had any Bank
Account in any Foreign Bank or a
Bank Account in any Foreign
Country till today in my life.
Factually, I too came to know
about these alleged transactions
through Press Reports after the
Indictment was made public. I
have norole whatsoeverin either
granting licenses for mining in
Andhra Pradesh or in these al-
leged transactions.I can firmly say
that inclusion of my name in the
said indictment was based on
misconception of facts, false alle-
gations and fabricated reports.”

There’s another transaction
involving Stepan Chernovetskyi
that has an India link. FinCEN
flagged two wires of $1.1 million
from Cyprus-based Rionole
Holdings Limited to Gurugram-
based auto start-up Creative
Webmedia PvtLtdin2016.The ul-
timate beneficial owner of
Rionole Holdings was Stepan
Chernovetskyi, the report stated.

It said the wires were sent

from Bank of Cyprus to HDFC
Bank in India. Bank of Cyprus
closed the account of Rionole
Holdings following adverse me-
dia reports on Stepan
Chernovetskyi.

InJuly 2016, Spanish police ar-
rested Stepan Chernovetskyiand
10others forallegedly laundering
$11 million through purchase of
local property. Police alleged that
Firtash operated through the 11
accused to funnel funds from off-
shore accountsin Cyprusand the
British VirginIslands into Spanish
property purchases.

Chernovetskyi, who denied
the allegations, was released on
bail. Subsequently, a Spanish
court demanded the extradition
of Firtash in the case.
Chernovetskyi appealed in a
Spanish court to close the inves-
tigation against him and the rul-
ing was in his favour.

In India, Creative Webmedia
runsadigital platform tobuyand
sell cars. According to RoCrecords,
Stepan Chernovetskyi is the ma-
jority shareholder of Creative
Webmedia, set up in December
2012. He invested about Rs 85
crore in the auto start-up until
September 2019, records show.
For financial year 2019, the com-
pany booked a loss of Rs 13.79
crore, while its income from op-
erations was Rs 10.86 crore.

HDFC Bank declined to com-
ment. The official spokesperson
for the Chernovetskyi Investment
Group said: “All information
aboutour companies required by
law to be in a public domain is
there...We do not comment or
disclose any commercial and
bank information related to our
companies and our partners due
to the confidentiality restrictions.”

Firtash, who was linked to
Paul Manafort, former campaign
manager of US President Donald
Trump, was arrested in Viennain
March 2014. He is currently un-
der house arrest in Austria and
fighting extradition to the US.

Dan K Webb, attorney of
Firtash, said: “SARs are confiden-
tial, may not be disclosed by a fi-
nancial institution, and may not
bedisclosed toa person thatisal-
legedly the subject of a SAR. As a
result, Mr. Firtash and his repre-
sentatives will not engage in any
correspondence with you that is
inanyway reliant on the unlawful
and criminal disclosure of SARs
and thus will not respond to the
questions in your letter.”

Incidentally, India is yet to or-
der an investigation into the tita-
nium mining bribery scandal.

Following the DOJ indictment,
the National Crime Bureau of US
issued ared noticein2014 against
KVP Ramchandra Rao through
Interpol and sent a request to the
CBI for provisional arrest of Rao.

Rao moved the Andhra
Pradesh High Court, which
granted a stay on coercive action
from the state police in the case in
April 2014. The court also asked
the CBI and the central govern-
menttofile affidavitsin the case -
-the case has not made headway
ever since. That same year, the
Andhra Pradesh government
scrapped the mining project and
withdrew all permissions granted
to the joint venture firm.

MPs suspended
eight MPs, AAP’s Sanjay Singh
provided lunch and evening
snacks. Singh also made arrange-
ments for bedsheets, pillows and
blankets, while the fans were pro-
vided by Parliament.

Earlier in the day, the
Opposition sought to bring a no-
confidence resolution against
Deputy Chairman Harivansh, but
Naidu rejected the move, saying
itneeded a 14-day notice. He said
the resolution was notin “proper
format”.

In a related development, 18
parties have written to President
Ram Nath Kovind asking him not
togive hisassent to the farm Bills.
They have also sought an audi-
ence with him. In a detailed
memorandum, they have re-
counted the events that unfolded

across the country said that after
their passage, the MSP will be
abolished and APMC will be
abolished. I want to tell the
country that the MSP will con-
tinue, the APMC will continue,”
Tomar told Lok Sabha.

Tomar’s announcement
came hours after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi reiterated, dur-
ing a virtual address at a foun-
dation event for highway proj-
ects in Bihar, that the Farm laws
were “historic and necessary”.

Taking a swipe at the
Congress, he said: “After these
historic changes in the agricul-
ture sector, after such a big sys-
tem change, some people saw
thatitis slipping out of their grip.
So now, these people are trying
tomislead farmers on MSP."

This was the second time in
three days that Modi has hailed
the contentious Bills and criti-
cised the Opposition while ad-
dressing events in poll-bound

On August 19, The Indian
Express reported that 38
PSUs used their Corporate
Social Responsibility funds to
together contribute over Rs
2,105 crore. But for several ed-
ucational institutions (see
chart), the “voluntary contri-
butions” came from salaries
of teaching and non-teaching
staff — and in some cases,
even from pensioners and
students.

Consider some of the key
contributors from the 82 ed-
ucational institutions and top
organisations in the sector
that responded to RTI re-
quests from The Indian
Express:

M Rs 748 crore was con-
tributed by the Navodaya
Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS)alone,
with “donation from the em-
ployees” at its headquarters
and all eight regional offices.
The NVS runs over 600
Navodaya schools inrural areas.

M 11 central universities
contributed Rs 3.39 crore.
Among them, Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) topped with
Rs 1.33 crore followed by
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) with over Rs 1.14 crore
and Delhi-based Central

Bihar. On Monday, three
Congress MPs -- Gurjeet Singh
Aujla, Jasbir Singh Gill and
Ravneet Singh Bittu -- rushed
outof their seats as Tomar made
the announcementand shouted
slogans against the
Government. Auijla tore papers
and flung themin the air before
walking out in protest.

The BJP, meanwhile, has
launched a massive drive to
counter criticism that the two
Bills -- The Farmers Produce
Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Bill
2020 and the Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement on Price Assurance
and Farm Services Bill -- are
against the interests of farmers.

Following  widespread
protests by farmers in Punjab
and Haryana, and the resigna-
tion of SAD leader Harsimrat
Kaur Badal from the Union
Cabinet, the party has asked its

Govt announces new MSPs for 6 crops

MPs, leaders and functionaries
to go on the offensive and ex-
plain the salient features of the
Bills, sources said. Incidentally,
during its first term too, the
Government had to counter
charges of being anti-farmer
when it tried to push the Land
Acquisition Bills during its first
term — the Bills were dropped
due to protests.

After the SAD move, Tomar
has met separate groups to ex-
plain the provisions of the Bills
and highlight those that the gov-
ernment believes would benefit
farmers. The Agriculture
Minister also met BJP func-
tionaries, including Ministers
and leaders in and around
Punjab,and urged themtogoon
the offensive against the
Opposition’s criticism.

Tomar also held a virtual
meeting with agriculture min-
isters of BJP-ruled states,
spokespersons at the national

ITTs, IIMs, Central univs, Navodaya
schools dip into pay for PM Cares

TOP CONTRIBUTORS

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS CONTRIBUTION
Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti X748 cr
Aligarh Muslim University I133cr
Banaras Hindu University 114
IIT-Kharagpur 1.00cr
JIPMER, Puducherry %65.881akh
IIT-Madras ¥64.66 lakh
IIT-Roorkee ¥59.45lakh
National Council for Science Museums | ¥43.18 lakh
IIT-Hyderabad 38.96 lakh
IIT-Guwahati ¥36.401lakh
IIT-Delhi ¥36.10lakh
NCERT ¥35.221lakh
IIM-Kozhikode 33.53lakh

Sanskrit University (CSU) with
Rs 27.38 lakh.

CSU’s  Central Public
Information Officer (CPIO)R G
Murli Krishnan responded that
while Rs 19.04 lakh was from
“Sansthan contribution”, the
rest was from “Adarsh contri-
bution”, without providing any
details. BHU said that “no...con-
tribution is made other than
the salary of the BHU employ-
ees.” AMU said that the contri-

butions came from the salaries
of its employees.

MW 20 IITs contributed Rs
5.47 crore. IIT-Kharagpur
topped with overRs 1 crore, in-
cluding Rs 36.22 lakh from
“other sources”,Rs 89,184 from
“pensioners”,and the rest from
contributions by teaching and
non-teaching staff.

InIIT-Kanpur’s contribution
of Rs 47.71 lakh, Rs 15 lakh
came from pensioners, Rs

and state levels, and officebear-
ers of the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh
and Swadeshi Jagaran Manch -
two RSS affiliates that have
protested against the Bill. Tomar
held another meeting with MPs
on the Bills' provisions.

BJP Parliamentary Secretary
Balasubrahmanyam Kamarsu
has distributed campaign ma-
terial for the MPs on the Bills.
Besides, all party leaders includ-
ing ministers have been asked
to use Twitter to push the Bills,
sources said. After the MSP an-
nouncement, BJP chief] PNadda
tweeted: “The central govern-
ment has notonly increased the
MSPbutalsoincreased the pur-
chase on the MSP to ensure the
remuneration value of the farm-
ers. The false face of people who
mislead farmers on the basis of
facts has been exposed today,
they should now apologize to
our Annadata brothers and sis-
ters.”

36,800 from students and the
rest from staff. [IT-Roorkee
contributed over Rs 59.45
lakh, of which Rs 4,226 came
from the Sponsored Industrial
and Research Consultancy
(SRIC) office and the rest from
staff.

W Kozhikode (Rs 33.53
lakh) topped the list of 10 1IMs
that together contributed over
Rs 66 lakh. [IM-Ahmedabad
contributed over Rs 11.59 lakh,
followed by [IM-Indore (Rs
6.91 lakh) and IIM-Kolkata (Rs
4,56 lakh). Apart from a con-
tribution of Rs 25 lakh from
[IM-Kozhikode’s “Corpus
fund”, the rest came from staff.

W 9 NITs totalled Rs 1.01
crore, with MANIT-Bhopal on
top with Rs 21.75 lakh, fol-
lowed by NIT-Rourkela (Rs

19.36 lakh), NIT-Durgapur (Rs
13.721akh) and NIT-Calicut (Rs
12.94 lakh). All the contribu-
tions came from employees.

B Among the premier sci-
ence institutes, [ISc-Bangalore
contributed Rs 25.64 lakh, and
seven IISERs together donated
Rs45.79 lakh.

M From other key institu-
tions, NCERT contributed Rs
35.22lakh, AICTERs 13.801akh
and the UGCRs 741 lakh.

in Rajya Sabha Sunday and the
reason for moving a no-confi-
dence resolution against
Harivansh.

The motion for suspension of
the MPs, moved by Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs V
Muraleedharan, said: “...mem-
bers be suspended from the serv-
ices of the House for the remain-
ing part of the current session for
their unruly behaviour, especially
with the Chair,and their gross dis-
orderly conductinviolationof the
rules of Rajya Sabha”.

The motion was accepted by
a voice vote. Naidu announced
that the members were “sus-
pended for the remaining part of
the current session” and asked
them to “leave the House”.

But the suspended members
refused to leave. The Opposition
demanded that the resolution to
suspend the members be put
through a division of votes. As
Opposition members protested,
with several members moving to
the Well of the House, the House
was adjourned four times, before
being adjourned for the day.

“We did notleave because our
suspension is not valid as per the
rules. The Parliamentary Affairs
Minister moved the motion. The
Chair took a voice vote. We de-

manded adivision. The procedure
clearly states that even if a single
member asks for a division, it is
the responsibility of the Chair to
carry out the division,” Ragesh
later told The Indian Express.

Addressing the House before
the government brought in the
resolution to suspend the eight
MPs, Naidu said: “I was so pained
yesterday. All social distancing
and Covid-related precautions
were violated... Some members
came into the Well of the House.
They also threw papers... They
wrenched the mike of the
Deputy Chairman. They hurled
some papers at the Deputy
Chairman. They also abused the
Deputy Chairman and the rule
book was also thrown at him...
You have no right to obstruct the
Chairman... If marshals were not
called on time, what would have
happened to the Deputy
Chairman?,” he said.

On the Opposition’s no-confi-
dence motion against the Deputy
Chairman, Naidu said: “lobserve,
at the outset, that the motion is
not in proper format... Further, as
per the provisions of Article 90(c)
of the Constitution, a notice pe-
riod of 14 days is required for
movingaresolution, notamotion.
As the House is going to be ad-

journed sine die on 1st October,
as per the present schedule, no-
tice does not complete the re-
quired period of 14 days.”

Rajya Sabha MP and lawyer
Abhishek Singhvi, who drafted
the motion, said the "complaint
cannot and should not be rejected
atthe threshold by the Chairman
because the 14-day notice is re-
quired for consideration of the
motion, not for filing it”.

LAC

Also in the team was Naveen
Srivastava, Joint Secretary (East
Asia) in the Ministry of External
Affairs. He has been dealing with
his Chinese counterparts at the
meetings of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation &
Coordination on India-China
Border Affairs (WMCC) to dial
down tensions.

Thisis the first time that an of-
ficial of the MEA s part of the mil-
itary talks between the two sides.

The Chinese teamis being led
by Major General Liu Lin,
Commander of the South
Xinjiang Military Region.

Sources in the defence estab-
lishment said the agenda for the
sixth round of talks was decided
by the China Study Group, the
government’s top advisory body

New Delhi

on Sino-Indian relations, when it
met on September 18. Total dis-
engagement from the friction
points, where less than 500 me-
tres separate troops of the two
countries, will be one of the main
talking points between the mili-
tary commanders.

Delhi riots

Kumar, states that “internation-
ally, terrorist activity is defined as
the use of violence to force a gov-
ernment to accept/submit to po-
litical demands”.

Itthen goes on to explain how
a “terrorist act” is defined as per
Section 15 of the UAPA. “In this
case, the use of firearms, petrol
bombs...causing death of a police
personnel and grievous injuries...
with intention to overawe the
state and force the central govern-
ment to withdraw CAA, NRC
clearly falls in the definition of ter-
rorist activity,” it states.

“Causing death of over 50 per-
sons and causing serious injuries
to over 500 public persons apart
from massive damage to public
and private properties by arson
and other means would also
clearly fall within the definition of
terrorist activity... Disruption of
supplies and services essential to
life of community squarely falls

within the ambit of terrorist act,”
it states.

Police have attached disclo-
sures statements, call detail
records, money trail and tran-
scripts of WhatsApp groups such
as DPSG (Delhi Protests Support
Group) and Warriors. The
chargesheet mentions that “they
(conspirators) aimed at bringing
the government of India to its
knees and enforcing the with-
drawal of CAA by timing the exe-
cution of their conspiracy with
the visit of US President”.

The report concludes that the
“end objective of all the conspira-
tors had conspired was to uproot
alawfully elected government by
sheer use of engineered, vicious
and visceral communal violence”.

Police have attached tran-
scripts of the chats between
Swaraj India leader Yogendra
Yadav, filmmakers Rahul Roy and
Saba Dewan, Pinjra Tod’s Kalita
and Narwal, the CPI's Annie Raja,
Rakshita Swamy of the MKSS, ac-
tivists Harsh Mander and Anjali
Bhardwaj.

In the report, police state:
“The conspiracy grew in an or-
ganic manner from the forma-
tion of a group called MS]
(Muslim Students of JNU), an
overtly communal seed that was
sown after CAB... to the subse-
quent formation of JCC and fi-
nally the emergence of DPSG,
which provided a secular facade
and naxal genes of violent resist-
ance to an otherwise radically
communal agenda”.

Thereportalso mentions that
the “conspirators, by their inge-
nuity and criminality of thoughts,
presented anew dimension tothe
meaning of ‘hate speech’ -- theirs
was covered in the sugarcoat of
nationalism which hit the sour
and sordid truth thatitwasin fact
awell-thought out attempt at ig-
niting and reinforcing a pan-
[slamicidentity.”

The report also claims that a
“select group of digital media
houses” created a media frenzy.

Ruchir Sharma

done “whatitcan”.

“Onmonetary policy, this gov-
ernment has done what the other
governments have done, but,
even as far as monetary policy is
concerned, we've got to keep in
mind that inflation rate is still
more sticky compared to other
countries in the world,” he said.

“If that is your situation, for
you to just throw caution to the
wind and say, I'm just going to go
and print our way out of this
mess’ (is notreasonable),” he said.

On India’s growth prospects
in the foreseeable future (5-10
years), Sharma said the country
is not going to grow at a rate of
more than 5 per cent, whichitself
would be a challenge at a time of
de-globalisation, changing de-
mographics and rising debt lev-
els.

“Idon’t think Indiais going to
grow... at a pace of more than 5
per cent on a sustained basis for
the foreseeable future, because
growth everywhere is coming
down across the world. And, for
adeveloping economy with a per
capitaincome of less than $5,000,
ifyou'reable to grow ateven 5 per
cent, I think... that’s going to take
alotinan erawhere you have de-
globalisation, where you already
have high debt levels,” he said.

“Even India's demographics
have changed... working popula-
tion growth has fallen below 2
per cent... As far as India is con-
cerned, the line that I've always
used is that this is a country that
consistently disappoints the op-
timismin the pessimists,” he said.

According to him, there is a
need for the Centre and states to
provide more economic freedom.

“What this episode has
shown me, including the pan-
demic, is the incredible ability to
hoard power... You have so many
supremos at the state level as
well,” said Sharma. “I just wish
that there was more of a... free
market liberal agenda in this
country.”
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Dy CM Manish Sisodia

‘Understanding
data will aid
planning’

New Delhi: Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
Monday said a deeper un-
derstanding of dataon so-
cio-economic indicators
will aid in better planning.
He said while data was
available aplenty, officials
must develop analytical
skills, the absence of
which often leads to “pol-
icy failure”. Inaugurating
a data analysis workshop
for 25 Delhi government
planning and statistics of-
ficials, Sisodia said: “We
have plenty of data, but
the important thing is to
understand it. Its method
of analysis, maintenance,
and processing should
help us meet future
needs.”

Draw upplan
topay salaries
even handedly:
HC toMCDs

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Monday ordered
civicauthorities in Delhi to
draw up a schedule for re-
lease of salaries “even
handedly” among their
staff at the earliest. The
court has also asked the
authorities to apprise it of
the manner in which they
propose to release salaries
to employees in different
cadres, without any pick
and choose.

3 ‘attemptto
throw phones
into Bhondsi
jail’, arrested

Gurgaon: Gurgaon Police
arrested three men for al-
legedly trying to throw in
mobile phones into the
Bhondsi prison from out-
side the boundary wall on
Sunday. “The accused were
arrested near the prisonit-
selfand, on searching, were
found to be carrying four
mobile phones. When
questioned, they revealed
that they were for some
prisoners inside,” said
Subhash Boken, PRO of
Gurgaon Police.

JNUSU seeks
topostpone

entrance test

New Delhi: The Jawaharlal
Nehru University
Students' Union Monday
wrote to the National
Testing Agency to post-
pone the JNU Entrance
Examinations scheduled
to begin on October 5.
They said the schedule
has come just 15 days be-
fore exams are to begin
and that it is clashing with
the UGCNET exam. ENS

‘ATMOSPHERE OF TERROR... WENT THERE TO RESOLVE THE SITUATION’

Riot chargesheet details Kapil Mishra questioning:

‘Didn’t give speech, told police about plan for dharna’

On money trail: “Tahir, 4 others got
Rs 1.61 crore between Dec 1, Feb 26’

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL &
JIGNASASINHA

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

BJP LEADER Kapil Mishra was
questioned by the Delhi Police
Special Cell in connection with
the Northeast Delhi riots in the
last week of July, where he
claimed that he had gone to the
area to “resolve” the situation,
that he gave “no speech”, and
that remarks made by him
standing next to a DCP were only
meant to convey his intention of
launching a “dharna” to counter
anti-CAA protesters.

These details find a mention
in a chargesheet filed by the
Delhi Police before Delhi’s
Karkardooma court last week.

In avideo tweeted by him on
February 23 — a day before riots
broke out in Northeast Delhi —
Mishra can be seen addressing a
pro-CAA gathering near the
Maujpur traffic signal and stand-
ing next to DCP (North East) Ved
Prakash Surya. He can be seen
saying, “They (protesters) want to
create trouble in Delhi. That's why
they have closed the roads. That;s
why they have created a riot-like
situation here. We have not
pelted stones. The DCP is stand-
ing in front of us and on your be-
half, Iwant to tell him that till the
US President (Donald Trump) is
in India, we are leaving the area
peacefully. After that, we won't
listen to you (police) if the roads
are not vacated by then... we will
have to take to the streets.”

The chargesheet details the
questions Mishra was asked
about his visit and about the
YouTube video of his address.

Asked about his remarks,
Mishra said he had “requested
the DCP (vinti kar rahe hain)” to
clear Jafrabad and Chand Bagh
area of anti-CAA protesters
within three days failing which

In a video tweeted by him on February 23 — a day before
riots broke out in Northeast Delhi — Mishra can be seen
addressing a pro-CAA gathering near the Maujpur traffic
signal and standing next to DCP (North East) Ved Prakash

he would sit on a “dharna”.

Mishra further told police
during questioning that because
of the anti-CAA protesters, local
residents couldn’t operate their
shops and children were finding
itdifficult to go school. “Muslim
logon ne wahan darr aur aatank
ka maahol bana kar rakha tha
(Muslims had created an atmos-
phere of terror and fear there),” is
what Mishra told police, accord-
ing to the police chargesheet. He
further stated that even ambu-
lances were not able to access
the areas. He also told police that
“Muslims had blocked the roads
for the past two-three months”.

Asked why he had visited
Maujpur Chowk, he said it was
because he got calls from locals
and read Facebook posts about
residents facing problems be-
cause of the blocked roads.

He further states that he
went there alone and that he
was there for just one hour. At
1.22 pm on February 23, Mishra
had tweeted: “At 3 o’clock today,
we will gather opposite Jafrabad
at the Maujpur Chowk in re-
sponse to the Jafrabad (protest)

and in support of CAA. You are all
welcome.”

In the chargesheet, Mishra
repeatedly mentions that he
hadn’t given a speech and he was
just “telling the police to clear the
road in three days”. Asked
whether he had visited the
Northeast Delhi district prior to
theriots, he said his house is sit-
uated in Yamuna Vihar, which
falls in the district.

Inatweet accompanying the
video on February 23, Mishra
had written: “Three days ultima-
tum to Delhi Police — get the
Jafrabad and Chand Bagh road(s)
cleared, else don’t counsel us, we
will not even listen to you, just
three days.”

Mishra was also asked to ex-
plain his personal observations
when he visited. “Upon reaching,
I was informed that stone pelt-
ing had already started around
2.45 pm and people were also
running in front of me, inform-
ing me that a mob was doing
stone pelting. [ had spoken with
DCP Surya before reaching
around 3-3.30 pm,” Mishra
stated.

Court dismisses Khalid plea to
meet family while in custody

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

ADELHI court dismissed an ap-
plication by former JNU student
leader Umar Khalid, who was
arrested under the stringent
anti-terror law, the Unlawful
(Activities) Prevention Act, seek-
ing permission to meet his fam-
ily during his police custody.

Khalid is in police custody for
10 days till September 24, in a
case related to the Northeast
Delhi riots.

In his application, Khalid said
verbal assurance was given by
police at the time of remand
that he would be allowed to
meet his family, but they were
not being permitted to do so.

Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat dismissed the
application, saying there was no
merit in it.

“The counsel for the accused
(Khalid) had made specific re-
quest for allowing the meeting
time of accused with the coun-
sel during police custody re-
mand and the same was al-
lowed for every day for 30
minutes during the entire po-
lice custody remand. Counsel

Khalid is in police custody
till September 24 in a case
related to the Northeast
Delhi riots.

for the accused is meeting the
accused every day during re-
mand in terms of the order
dated September 14. There was
also an apprehension of safety
raised by the counsel for the ac-
cused and thus a specific direc-
tion was also given to the DCP
concerned to ensure the safety
of the accused... In the totality
of facts and circumstance of the
case, [ see no meritin the appli-
cation, and accordingly, the ap-
plication is dismissed,” the
judge said in his order passed
on September 19.

During the hearing, Khalid's

counsel, Trideep Pais, told the
court that since the police cus-
tody remand was extraordinar-
ily long, he should not be de-
prived of meeting with his family
or friends.

The application sought per-
mission for Khalid to meet his
family on at least two days for 30
minutes each.

The investigating officer, in
his reply to the application,
stated that as per the directions
of the court, Khalid has
been allowed to meet his coun-
sel every day. He further claimed
that during his police remand,
Khalid was being confronted
with huge data on a regular ba-
sis and he was not cooperating.

Police said he was being
thoroughly questioned daily re-
garding his alleged involve-
ment in the conspiracy of riots,
and allowing him to meet
his family members could be a
hindrance.

The probe officer also said
Khalid can convey any message
to his family members through
his lawyer.

Pais argued that the period
for meeting his family may be
interchanged partially with his
own meeting time.

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE DELHI Police chargesheet re-
garding the alleged conspiracy
behind the Northeast Delhi riots
states that former Congress
councillor Ishrat Jahan, activist
Khalid Saifi, suspended AAP
councillor Tahir Hussain, Alumni
Association of Jamia Millia
Islamia (AAJMI) president Shifa-
Ur-Rehman and Jamia Millia
Islamia student Meeran Haider
received around Rs 1.61 crore
through bank or cash transaction
between December 1, 2019 and
February 26, 2020.

The chargesheet filed by the
Special Cell further states: "Out
of the total Rs 1.61 crore, Rs
1,48,01,186 was withdrawn as
cash and spent in managing the
protest sites as well to execute
the conspiracy hatched inriotsin
Delhi."

Police stated Jahan received
Rs 5.41 lakh via online and cash
deposits on December 10 in her
bank account. Police claimed she
received Rs 4 lakh from a
Corporation Bank account in
Maharashtra. The money was
transferred by the driver of aman
named Samir Abdul Sai, a resi-
dent of Maharashtra. Sai was in-
terrogated by police, and in his
disclosure statement, said he was
instructed by his business part-
ner to deposit money to Jahan ur-
gently.

Police said Jahan's brother-in-
law Imrandisclosed that he took
Rs 4 lakh from her for some busi-
ness, but did not disclose that in
his IT return. "He did not give any

Jamia student
alleges ‘mental
harassment’ by
jail authorities

New Delhi: Jamia student Gulfisha
Fatima, arrested under the UAPA
in connection with a Northeast
Delhiriots case, told a Delhi court
that she was “facing mental ha-
rassment by Tihar authorities”.
Gulfisha was produced be-
fore Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat along with Pinjra
Tod members Natasha Narwal
and Devangana Kalita. As AS]
Rawat was sorting out requests
made by the lawyers on supply
of chargesheets, Gulfisha ad-
dressed the AS] seeking his per-
mission to make some submis-
sions. “Sir, I have a problem injail...
I have been constantly facing dis-
crimination by jail staff. They call
me an ‘educated terrorist’. They
tell me ‘you die inside, outside
you have orchestrated riots..."
Mental and emotional harass-
ment is still going on with me. If 1
willdo anything, if T will hurt my-
self, only jail authorities will be re-
sponsible for it,” she told the ASJ.
“Is your grievance against a
particular individual?” the AS]
Rawat asked Gulfisha and her
lawyer Mehmood Pracha, and
asked them to file an application
in this regard. Pracha said he
would move an application. ENS

125 GovTt SCHOOLS OPEN AFTER HARYANA GOVT NOD, CLASSES VOLUNTARY

Gurgaon schools partially reopen, attendance thin on day 1

SAKSHIDAYAL
& ASHNABUTANI
GURGAON, SEPTEMBER 21

AT GOVERNMENT Model
Sanskriti Senior Secondary
School in Sector 43, 18 teachers
arrived at 8 am on Monday, un-
dergoing thermal scanning and
maintaining social distance, to
welcome back students of classes
[X-Xill after more than six months.

As permitted by the Union
Health Ministry from September
21, students from higher grades
can visit schools to resolve
doubts and seek guidance from
teachers on a voluntary basis.

Following permission from the
state government, 125 schools in
Gurgaon reopened Monday.

In the past few days, teach-
ers the school got themselves
tested for Covid, as per the dis-
trict health department’s direc-
tives, and oversaw preparations
for re-opening — social distanc-
ing circles drawn with chalk,
desks and chairs moved from
classrooms into corridors to
avoid collisions among students,
and separate gates demarcated
for entry and exit.

By the end of the day, how-
ever, only one student came to
the school. “A boy came with a
doubt regarding his syllabus and

At Govt Model Sanskriti Senior Secondary School. Amit Mehra

I helped him out. No student vis-
ited after him,” said Dr Sneh

Mann, a political science teacher.
At the Government Senior

Secondary School in Nathupur,
principal Manju Ahlawat said
“very few” students showed up.
“Alot of students cannot attend
because the areas where they
live are under containment...
Nathupur also has a lot of con-
tainment zones,” she said.

At the Government Senior
Secondary School in Chakkarpur,
however, footfall was higher. “We
are calling students subject wise,
depending on what they have
doubtsin. Four sessions were held
witharound 44 students today. As
of now, we are calling 10-15 stu-
dents in each class, turn by turn,”
said principal Anjana Dhingra.

Officials from the district ed-

satisfactory answer regarding ex-
penditure/use of that money,"
the chargesheet states.

It also states that on scrutiny
of Jahan's bank accounts, it was
found that on January 10, 2020,
there was a cash deposit of Rs
1,41,000 in her account by her-
self. "During investigation, it was
found that Jahan had used this
money to manage protest sites
and in purchasing weapons
through accused Abdul Khalid.
The weapons were used during
the riots," police alleged.

Police also probed two bank
accounts belonging to Tahir
Hussain's company and one be-
longing to a company owned by
his brother-in-law and partners.

Relying on witness state-
ments, police state: "It was found
that the accused Tahir Hussain
has converted Rs 20 lakh into
cash from this account also. From
the statement of the witnesses...
and from the disclosure state-
ment of the accused Tahir
Hussain, it was found that he had
spent huge amount of cash in
running the protests, mobilising
people for riots and procuring
materials, which was later used
intheriots."

Police stated that the Alumni
Association of Jamia Millia
Islamia (AAJMI) "played a crucial
role through its president Shifa-
Ur-Rehman in the protests and
riots".

"During investigation, ac-
cused Rehman disclosed that he
had deposited Rs 50,000 in cash
amount in the account of AAJMI
through someone whose name
he could not remember. He had
withdrawn Rs 70,000 from this

account for the expenses of the
ongoing  protests,”  the
chargesheet states.

Police, while analysing a sec-
ond bank account belonging to
AAJMI, stated that during
December 1,2019, to February 26,
2020, a total of Rs 4,41,059 was
credited online and Rs 60,600
was withdrawn. "Rehman dis-
closed that he withdrew Rs
60,000 from this account for
managing the protests going on
against NRC/CAB... Office of AA-
JMI was raided and documents
were seized. During the analysis
of the documents, it was found
that AAJMI had received Rs
7,60,000 as cash during this pe-
riod. It was found that out of the
totalamount, Rs 5,55,000 was re-
ceived from the alumni working
abroad, that is Saudi, UAE, Oman
and Qatar," the chargesheet read.

Police relied on the statement
of a protected witness who
claimed that Rehman spent this
money on the protest.

During verification of seized
documents, alleged fake bills and
expenses in the name of AAJMI
to the tune of Rs 1,69,554 were
found, the chargesheet states.
"This showed that the accused
had tried to cover up his mis-
takes. Further investigation in
this regard is going on," the
chargesheet states.

Police stated that Meeran
Haiderreceived "Rs 86,644 in his
bank account through online
transfer" from December 1,2019,
to February 26, 2020. On April 6,
2020, a register was seized from
Haider's room in which it was
found that he had received Rs
4,82,500, police state.

No universal protest policy,

says SC

on Shaheen Bagh

SC: Situation returned to normal after Covid outbreak. Archive

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

“RIGHT TO protest has to be bal-
anced with people’s right to use
apublicroad,” the Supreme Court
reiterated Monday as it reserved
itsorder on petitions against anti-
CAA protests in the locality which
disrupted traffic in and around
the capital for months.

“Right to protest has to be bal-
anced with the right of people to
use a public road. For a long pe-
riod of time, a public road was
blocked. What about this right to
use theroad?,” Justice Aniruddha
Bose, sitting with Justices SKKaul
and Krishna Murari, observed as
the petitions came up for hearing.

ucation department said schools
had opened at “minimum
strength” on Monday, with sev-
eral reporting less than 1% atten-
dance. “Our main focus is to mo-
tivate students who don’t have
smartphones or are not respond-
ing to online lessons to come to
school,” said Kalpana Singh,
Deputy District Education Officer.

“Today is the first day so we
had very few children in
schools... If things don’timprove
by next week, we may start get-
ting in touch with parents to re-
assure them, and organise phys-
ical sessions if needed,” she said.

Most private schools, how-
ever, remained closed, with offi-

New Delhi

Advocate Mehmood Pracha
said a universal standard and pol-
icy has to be applied for this. But
Justice Kaul pointed out that
“there cannot be a universal pol-
icy” on such issues as the situa-
tion may vary from case to case.
“In a parliamentary democracy,
there is an avenue of debate. The
only issue is in what manner,
where, for how long and how to
balanceit,” the bench said.

The court also observed that
the situation returned to normal
with the Covid outbreak. “There
were some supervening circum-
stances which came into play and
itwas no one’s hand,” it said.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta said the right to protest
comes with restrictions.

cials citing either reluctance by
parents to send children to school
or decisions on their part to stay
shut asa precautionary measure.

At Heritage Xperiential
Learning School, officials said an
“online survey” saw only 8% of re-
spondents willing to attend
sessions. At Shalom Hills
International School, officials
reached out to parents of students
from grades X and XII 10 days ago
tofind less than 15% were willing
to send children to school.

Both branches of The Shri Ram
School in Gurgaon also remained
closed. Director Manika Sharma
said, “We are not opening now, it's

not safe for children...”

"Out of the total cash amount,
Rs 50,000 was handed over by
one Tanveer Ali on behalf of a
Dubai-based resident. Ali dis-
closed to the police that in mid-
February 2020, Haider asked him
(for) Rs 50,000 that he needs for
protests in CAA/NRC," police
stated.

Police also stated that Haider
received Rs 1,05,000in cash from
a Saudi Arabia-based resident.
Out of the total amount, Rs
3,33,000 was received at the in-
stance of accused Meeran, itis al-
leged. "During investigation, it
was found that he distributed Rs
2,86,000 to the Muslim commu-
nity for the purpose of instigation
of riots," the chargesheet reads.

Tahir's lawyer Rizwan denied
all allegations and said "no
money was used to fund the anti-
CAA/NRC protests by my client",
while Pradeep Teotia, lawyer for
IshratJahan, said, "These are fab-
ricated facts. This is a case of fun-
damental rights and there is not
an iota of evidence against my
client. All allegations about fund-
ingare concocted facts and there
is nothing in the chargesheet to
prove the same."

Advocate Harsh Bora, lawyer
for Khalid Saifi, also denied the
police allegations. Meeran
Haider's lawyer, Saransh Gupta,
refused to comment on the alle-
gations stating that he is yet to go
through the contents of the
chargesheet.

Amit Bhalla, counsel for Shifa-
ur-Rehman, said: "It is a volumi-
nous chargesheet. I am yet to
read the document because it is
humanly not possible to read it
insuch less time."

DU says

CM didn’t
reply to meet
request, govt
denies claim

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE DELHI University (DU) ad-
ministration Monday alleged
that they did not receive any re-
sponse from the office of the
Chief Minister, Deputy Chief
Minister and the Lieutenant
Governor after they sought ap-
pointments to discuss issues re-
lated to funds and payment of
salaries to the 12 Delhi govern-
ment-funded colleges. The Delhi
government has denied the
claims, which were made in an
Emergent Executive Council (EC)
meeting of the university called
on Monday.

“..the university administra-
tion sought time from L-G, CM,
and Deputy CM, but did not get
the appointment from any of
them. This was communicated
to us in the meeting by the Vice-
Chancellor in-charge P C Joshi.
Weinsisted that he as a chairper-
son of EC should write to CM and
L-G to seek an appointment to
get the issue resolved,” said EC
member Rajesh Jha.

Dean of Colleges Balaram
Pani told The Indian Express that
DU had sought an appointment
more than once.

While the Delhi government
dismissed the claim, the L-G’s of-
fice did not respond to queries.

“This is completely false. DU
V-C has not sought any meeting
appointment from either the CM
or Deputy CM. In fact, Deputy CM
had called a meeting with the DU
V-Cto discuss this matter before
ordering anindependent audit...
He...did not even bother respond-
ingtoletters...,” the Delhi govern-
mentsaid in a statement.

Pani, however, said the V-C
was unwell since July. “The let-
ter had gone from the Dean of
Colleges. We had said that the
Pro-VC, Prof Kundu (Acting
Registrar), and [ would meet
them,” he said. Delhi govern-
ment did not respond when
asked if they had received a let-
ter from the Dean of Colleges.
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“1,500 SUCH PATIENTS IN DELHF

Jain: Most ICU beds in pvt hospitals
occupied by those from other states

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

MOST ICU beds in private hos-
pitals in the capital have been
occupied by patients from other
states, said Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain on
Monday, adding that 1,000 ICU
beds are still available across
Covid-designated hospitals at
the moment.

"People coming from out-
side prefer private hospitals.
They make up their mind in ad-
vance. These patients go directly
to four-five hospitals they have
heard of such as Max, Apollo and
Fortis. This is why ICU beds at
these hospitals are full. Most of
these patients are those who
seek ICU facility. There are 1,500
such patients undergoing treat-
ment in Delhi," Jain said.

Expedite
de-sealing,
says North
body mayor

New Delhi: North Delhi
Municipal Corporation Mayor
JaiPrakash said he has directed
officials to expedite the process
of de-sealing.

He said that there are 1,356
properties which would be de-
sealed after the proper inspec-
tion by the officials in different
areas of North Delhi.

He said that before de-seal-
ing any residential property, of-
ficials of the North MCD will fol-
low due process and ensure
that relief is provided to the af-
fected people as soon as possi-
ble.

The actions follow a recent
courtorder on de sealing of res-
idential properties. ENS

Covid testing at Sarai Kale
Khan Monday. Abhinav Saha

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL
TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
HOSPITALBEDS | 15,681 | 8,691
2’49’259 VENTILATORS | 1,277 486
Daily cases | Recoveries |Deaths | Tests
Sep 20 3,812 3,742 37 52,405
Sep 21 2,548 3,672 32 33,733
Total 30,941* 213,304 5,014 |25,78,740
*Total active cases

"We have around 1,000 ICU
beds available in Delhi. The
number of vacant beds is avail-
able on the Delhi Corona app.
Around 1,500 non-ICU beds and
more than 500 ICU beds have
been added over the last few
days," he said.

As per the app, 486 of 1,277
ICU beds with ventilators and

517 of 1,804 ICU beds without
ventilators are vacant.
Meanwhile, the death toll in
Delhi crossed the 5,000 mark on
Monday with 32 more deaths
being reported. While the toll
stands at 5,014, total cases in the
capital are at 2,49,259, with
2,548 new cases being reported.
A dip in testing on Sunday —

33,733 from over 60,000 tests
over the past week — could be
behind the low count of casesin
the past 24 hours.

The capital has been record-
ing 4,377 new cases onan aver-
age for the last 10 days.

Across hospitals, 6,990 of
15,681 beds earmarked for
Covid-19 patients are occupied.

Talking about bed availability,
Jain said 30% of Covid patients
admitted to Delhi hospitals are
from other states. The minister
also disclosed that authorities
have been collecting data of non-
resident patients separately.

Meanwhile, the Delhi gov-
ernment has set up a flu screen-
ing centre at Dr Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Hospital in Rohini. It
is among two hospitals that
were recently declared as Covid-
only facilities.

On Monday, the chief secre-
tary held a review meeting with
all district magistrates on Covid-
19 management.

The city has 30,941 active
cases out of which 19,213 are
under home isolation. The pos-
itivity rate stands at 7.55% and
the mortality rate is at 0.83%.
There are 1,889 containment
zones in the city.

Petition against move to
reserve 80% ICU beds

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE ASSOCIATION of Healthcare
Providers India (AHPI) has filed
apetitionin the Delhi High Court
against the Delhi government's
order to reserve 80% of the ICU
beds for Covid-19 patients in 33
big private hospitals in the city.
The petition was filed on
Thursday, days after the associ-
ation submitted a representation
to the state government asking
it to revoke the order.

“This decision is exposing
non-Covid-19 patients to the risk
of Covid-19. The order has been
issued without any prior discus-
sions with private hospitals...
Ignoring the needs of other sicker
patients requiring critical care
and ICU management at these
tertiary care facilities is gross in-
justice,” the association stated in
the petition seeking quashing of
the government order.

Amid a surge in the Covid-19
infections, the Delhi government
had ordered 33 big private hos-

Steps afoot to fix Minto Bridge underpass
flooding, PWD floats tender to hire consultant

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

AFTER YEARS of waterlogging at
the Minto Bridge underpass dur-
ing monsoon, the Public Works
Department (PWD) has floated
a tender to hire a consultancy
firm to help develop an inde-
pendent drainage system for the
area.

This comes two months after
a 56-year-old man drowned in
the waterlogged underpass, fol-
lowing a spell of heavy rainfall in
the city. Police had said Kundan
Kumar’s van got stuck in the un-
derpass and he couldn’t escape.

APWD official said, “The ex-
isting drainage system — a deep
barrel drain — was created dur-

A 56-year-old man drowned in the underpass in July. Express

ing the British era.

Back then, both sewage wa-
ter and rainwater would go into
the same lines and then flow into

the river.

But over the years, the
amount of sewage has increased.
Hence, the roads get water-

logged when it rains.”

“Also, with time, the practice
of discharging sewage into rivers
became redundant as it had to
be redirected to treatment facil-
ities, where it would be treated
before being discharged into the
river. This led to the concept of
separate sewage and storm wa-
ter lines... Now, the planis to cre-
ate a separate pipeline for rain-
water so that water drains out
faster,” said the official.

For years, the PWD has been
deploying pumps at Minto
Bridge to pump out water dur-
ing heavy rain.

This year, it barricaded
nearby roads during heavy rain
to avoid accidents.

Work on the new project will
include assessing the existing

drainage system and its catch-
ment area and preparing a com-
prehensive plan for the inde-
pendent drainage system.
Currently, most of the rainwater
in the area drains into the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) lines via a drain
measuring 2-metres in diame-
tre.

The official said, “We are in
the process of hiring a consult-
ant, who will then put forward
two-three feasible solutions. We
will evaluate the options and
pick the best one. Once that is
done, we can start executing the
plan...”

The costand a timeline of the
project will be prepared once the
contract with a consultancy
company has been signed, said
officials.

Amid asurge in the
Covid-19 infections, the
Delhi government had
ordered 33 big private
hospitals to reserve 80%
of their ICU beds for
Covid-19 patients

pitals to reserve 80% of their ICU
beds for Covid-19 patients.
While announcing the decision,
Delhi Health Minister Satyendar
Jain had stated that the decision
was taken after consulting all the
private hospitals.

“Currently, non-Covid pa-
tients constitute 45-55% of all
admissions in the private hospi-
tals in Delhi. Some of these pa-
tients are to be mandatorily kept
in ICU post their procedure.
Hence, reserving ICU beds for
Covid patients would mean ei-
ther hospital don't admit non-
Covid patients facing imminent
death (in case surgical interven-

tions are not carried out imme-
diately) or accept sub-optimal
outcomes, both of which may
not be the intended purpose of
the order, but sadly would be the
direct result of this order,” the as-
sociation further stated in the
writ petition.

Addressing a virtual confer-
ence last week, the AHPI had
called the order arbitrary and re-
quested the Delhi government
to roll back the order as it will
lead to serious repercussions for
non-Covid patients.

“Private hospitals routinely
get patients involving heart at-
tacks, grievous injuries, acute
pulmonary disorders, complex
fractures, and even other condi-
tions like cancer, transplant and
cardiac patients, which require
urgent interventions and critical
care. Reserving 80% beds in the
ICU, will deny urgent care to se-
riously ill patients, requiring vital
surgical interventions and criti-
cal care,” said Dr Girdhar Gyani,
director of AHPIL.

A Delhi government
spokesperson did not comment.

21-yr-old held for theft
at South Delhi home

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

TWO WEEKS after cash worth Rs
20,000, jewellery, a phone, a bot-
tle of Jack Daniel's whiskey and a
pair of shoes went missing from
acouple'srented house in South
Delhi's Panchsheel Park, a 21-
year-old resident of Ghaziabad
has been arrested in the matter.

The incident took place on
September 7 between 2 am and
5.30 am while the couple —
World Bank employee Shruti
Narayan and her husband
Mahesh Venkatesaran — sleptin
their room. DCP (South) Atul
Kumar Thakur said, "The ac-
cused, Ashwani, entered the
house from the back door by
climbing the wall. No locks were
broken."

A police officer said the bur-
glar managed to unlatch the
door easily as it's an old house.

Thakur claimed the accused
was "high" at the time of the bur-
glary. "He spotted a pair of shoes
and picked them up, and left his
own pair behind as he wanted a
new pair,” he said. Police said
everything, except the bottle of
whiskey and a piece of jewellery,
are yet to be recovered.

"He's aburglar with two pre-
vious cases in Delhi, and five
cases of burglary and Excise Act
in Ghaziabad," said the DCP.
CCTV footage of the accused was
found and when he switched on
the burgled phone, his location
was found to be in Meerut. "He
initially said someone had sold
him the phone. Investigation re-
vealed otherwise," said a police
officer.

The Punjab State Cooperative Bank Ltd. (PSCE)

SCQ 175187, Soclor 344, Chandigorh 180022, weww pscban
TENDER NOTIFICATION
The Pumjab Ztate Coaparatee Bani L. Chandsgash, hereby
mvites e-Tenders Irom moputes, comaedent, professional and
auperiencad Firms far Swepply, Instabiation, Implementation,
Conliguration, Gammissaoning and Maintananco al Micra ATMs
thraugroud tha Stateal Funjat on GOEEX hasis.
Thin Tander documerd czn be dewnloaded rom tha o Frecunemoni
Poral hitps:fepres.punjabogavin al the Govemmant ol Punjab
sarling Ak 13:00 firs on-Saptambar 52, 2020, Propasals anly thrangh
anling mads shall ba accaptad. The raguisita sandar cost s 45,0000
[Fup=as Fiva Thauaard Only) and EMD i T 700000/ {Rupeas
Seven Lac Oalyl. Procpadclive balders gesding any clanhcataan may
pralarto allernd 8 pre-bed corlerancs at 1400 heg o Deldaber 5, 2020,
Thre canlamsnice may ba kel either criire oo on the Bank premisas
depandmg upon (ke SOVED-18 silualian in thi courirg, The bids can
ae submitind anline onor balore 14:00 hs an Cotaber 23, 2024,
Managing Direcior

WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION

TENDER ADVERTISEMENT
DY. CMM-Sabarmati, W.Rly. on behalf of the President of India invites following
e-tender for supply of materials:

NIT No. HSCC/RAKCON/2020 Dated: 21.09.2020
Online item rate bids are invited by HSCC (India) Limited on behalf of Principal,
RAKCON, New Delhi for “Construction of Academic, Hostel Blocks and
auditorium at Rajkumari Amrit Kaur College of Nursing, New Delhi”. Estimated
project cost: Rs. 64.58 Cr. & Completion period: 15 Months. Tender available
online from 25.09.2020 and Last Date of submission is 09.10.2020.
Detailed NIT and bid documents will be available on e-tender portal
www.tenderwizard.com/HSCC, HSCC website www.hsccltd.co.in and CPP
portal. Corrigendum to this publication, if any, would appear only on said websites
and not be published. GM (Projects), HSCC (I) Ltd

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
30-Elect-25-T-2020-21-E3
Electrical work in connection with
i) construction of fob (pedertrain cum two wheeler)
over railway tracks for connection Rama road and
Prem Nagar colony near Patel nagar railway station.
i) Extension of platform no. 1 & 2 at both end of
Bhodwal Majri Railway station on DUK section.
iii) Provision of 6.0 Mtr wide FOB kat Bhodwal Majri
Railway Station on DUK section.
Rs. 25.70 lacs

Name of work and its
location

Approx. Cost of the
works in

Address of the office

Sr. Divil Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi

Rs. 51,400/~
19.10.2020, 12.00 hrs.

ion of tender

multiples) of 55+05 nos) cells as per RDSO specification IRS-S-93/96(A) with Amd-
01 for Railway Signalling Installation in IPS Capacity: 2V/200AH; 01 SET Containing
55+05 nos VRLA Cells

23-10-2020

02 S-21-TRANS- | Transportation of Railway

CONT-2020-21| materials from anywhere to at 11.00 Hrs.
anywhere from General store Depot, Sabarmati, Ahmedabad-380019 by 1 Mt.,
9Mts., 16Mts., 20Mts., 22Mts., Capacity trucks for the period of One Year.

Regarding detailed tender notice containing purchase restrictions and detailed tender
conditions, please visit website www.ireps.gov.in. Manual offers will not be

One

Year 39,000/-

. e Date & Time Earnest Money
Sr. Brief description . EMD
No. Tender No. of material Qty. | of Closing of Amount Date & time of
E-Tender: submi
20-10-2020 X
01| 71195179 |Valve Regulated (Sealed)| 600 52,810/- || || Opening of tender
Lead acid battery in SET (in|_-t®L_| at 11.00 Hrs. pening

considered. ADI-106

Like us on: [l facebook.com/WesternRly « Follow us on:E%3 twitter.com/WesternRIly
NORTHERN RAILWAY

NOTICE
It is informed that Sh. Raj Kumar Meena S/o Sh. Rameshwar Meena
Signal Khalasi/TKD Station under SSE/SIGNAL/TKD residential address
- Village & Post BAIRER Tehsil — Rajgarh District - Alwar, Rajasthan,
Pincode - 301408 is continue unauthorized absent from his duty since
07.03.202015.
In this connection disciplinary proceeding has been initiated and a SF-5
(Major Penalty charge sheet) no: - ADSTE/NZM/2018 dated 13.04.2018
was issued against you under rule no -3 of Railway service conduct rule
1966 and was sent on your residential address on dated: 08.05.2018
through registered post but it was returned with remark "Prapt karta
bahar rehata hai, pata nahl kab ayega".
Enquiry officer was appointed and he also issued letter to you on dated:
24.12.19, 06.02.2020 and 19.02.2020 through registered post to attend
the enquiry on dated 08.01.2020, 14.02.2020 & 28.02.2020. But you are
not attended the any enquiry and neither you sent any information/
representation to the enquiry officer till date.
Hence Sh. Raj Kumar Meena S/o Sh. Rameshwar Meena signal
khalasi Tuglakabad Station is here by informed through daily leading
news papers to attend the office of Assistant signal and telecom
engineer, Northern Railway Hazrat Nizammuddin and produced
your representation within 15 days, otherwise single sided disciplinary
action will be taken against you as per Railway service conductrule.
2046/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

19.10.2020, 12.00 hrs.

www.ireps.gov.in &

Website & notice board Sr. Divl. Engineer/General, New Delhi

2044/2020
Serving Customers with a Smile

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
IRRIGATION AND FLOOD CONTROL DEPARTMENT

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER CD-lII,
L.M. BUND OFFICE COMPLEX, SHASTRI NAGAR, DELHI-110031

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Civil Division, No. Ill, I&FC, Delhi invites on behalf
of the President of India, online tender for the following works.
1. NIT No. EE/CD-III/NIT/07/2020-21,
HOA: MLALAD FUND
Name of work:- Providing and Installation/fixing Open Gym at various
locations in Trilokpuri AC-55 (MLA LAD Fund). Estimated Cost: Rs.
13,98,868/-, Earnest Money: Rs. 27,977/- Period of completion: 120
Days; Last date & time of submission of tender: upto 3:00 P.M on
28.09.2020. (Tender I.D 2020_ IFC_194599 _1).
2. NIT No. EE/CD-III/NIT/08/2020-21,
HOA: MLALAD FUND
Name of work:- Providing and Installation/fixing Open Gym at various
locations in Mayur Vihar Pocket-Il, Mayur Vihar Phase-| in AC-55 Trilokpuri.
Estimated Cost: Rs. 25,42,430/-, Earnest Money: Rs. 50,849,/- Period of
completion: 120 Days; Last date & time of submission of tender: upto
3:00 P.M on 28.09.2020. (Tender 1.D 2020_ IFC_194600_1).
3. NIT No. EE/CD-III/NIT/09/2020-21,
HOA: MLALAD FUND
Name of work:- Providing and Installation/fixing of children play equipments
at various locations in Mayur Vihar Pocket-Il, Mayur Vihar Phase-l in AC-55
Trilokpuri. Estimated Cost: Rs. 28,12,342/-, Earnest Money: Rs. 56,247/-
Period of completion: 120 Days; Last date & time of submission of
tender: upto 3:00 P.M on 28.09.2020. (Tender I.D 2020_ IFC_194601_1).
4. NIT No. EE/CD-III/NIT/10/2020-21,
HOA: MLALAD FUND
Name of work:- Providing and Installation/fixing of children play equipments
at various locations in Trilokpuri AC-55 (MLA LAD Fund). Estimated Cost:
Rs. 14,00,571/-, Earnest Money: Rs. 28,011/- Period of completion: 120
Days; Last date & time of submission of tender: upto 3:00 P.M on
28.09.2020. (Tender 1.D 2020_ IFC_194602_1).
Other details can be seen at website https://delhi.govt.nic.in/tender.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer CD-llI

DIP/Shabdarth/0319/20-21

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS DIVISION-I MALKANGIRI
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING, THROUGH e-Procurement

Identification No. Online Tender 11/MKG/2020-21

1. Name of the work Road works (Detailed in Annexure)
2. Total Number of works : 02 (Two) Number
3. Tender Cost Rs. 754.18 Lakhs to 953.96 Lakhs
4. Class of Contractor “Special” & “Super” Class contractors
5. Period of completion. (As Per Detailed in Annexure)
6. Other Details:-
Procurement Officer Bid Identification No. No. of Works Availability of Tender On-line for bidding | Last Date & Time of seeking Date & Time of Opening of tender
From To tender clarification Technical Bid Financial Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 7

Executive Engineer, Rural Works Division-l, Malkangiri Online Tender/11/RWD-I,

MKG/2020-21

02 (Two) Nos of Road
works

29.09.2020
from 11.00 AM

13.10.2020
upto 5.00 P.M.

12.10.2020
Upto 5.00 P.M.

14.10.2020
at 11.30 AM.

16.10.2020
at 11.00 A.M.

Further details can be seen from the Website www.tenderorissa.gov.in

Executive Engineer
R.W. Division-I, Malkangiri
OIPR/25058/11/0011/2021

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

23 ASSAM RIFLES, 22nd SEPTEMBER 2020

- ) iy h\
W 'd i i
Rfn (Late) Rfn (Late) Sunil  Rfn (Late) Kailash ~ Rfn (Late) Kamal
Shankar Kumar Kumar Thapa Chandra Subba
Gurung

The Tagra Teyees family proudly remembers above Martyrs who
in the true traditions of the Assam Rifles made supreme sacrifice
while bravely combating terrorism in Udaipur (Tripura) on 22 Sep
1999. May the Almighty grant eternal peace to their soul. Their
gallant action will continue to inspire us all.
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY
COMMANDANT & ALL RANKS
23 ASSAM RIFLES ‘TAGRA TEYEES’

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE
(Through e-tendering)

Provision of 04 Nos LED Screens (Kiosk) and 01 LED TV to
display of meeting schedule at Conference Hall, Committee
Room, Disaster management Room, Entry Gate no 2 & 4 in Rail
Bhawan.

App. Cost of the work (3)

Name of work
with is location

%7,57,297.10/- only
% 15,200/ only

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C,
Northern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM office,
New Delhi-110055.

Tender uploading/closing date & time - 14.10.2020 up
t0 15.00 hrs.

Earnest Money Deposit (3)
Address of the office

Date & Time for upload the
tender/closing of tender

See the Northern Railway website www.ireps.gov.in &
Notice board at S&T branch, 3rd Floor, DRM office,
State Entry Road, New Delhi- 110055.

Website particular & notice
board location where
complete details of the
tender can be seen etc.

Tender No: 558-Sig-16-Tele-OT-921 Date: 21.09.2020 2049/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
INDIAN RAILWAYS

NOTIFICATION FOR INVITATION OF TENDER (NIT)

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (RAIL MANTRALAYA)
Rail Bhawan, Raisina Road, New Delhi-110001, INDIA
Email-drsm@rb.railnet.gov.in

Electronic bid invitation for Design, Development, Manufacture,
Supply, Integration, Testing and Commissioning of IGBT based 3-
phase propulsion, control and other equipment for train sets
suitable for operation on 25 KV AC OHE system conforming to
RDSO specification no. RDSO/PE/SPEC/ EMU/0196-2019 (Rev.0)
along with addendum/corrigendum including CAMC.

E-Open advertised tender with e-Reverse Auction No. WTA-515

Electronic bids are invited for and on behalf of the President of India from established
and reliable manufacturers or their subsidiaries/associates, for supply of the
following items:-

Description Qty. (16 car rake)

24 Nos. of
16 Car Rakes

Ultimate Consignee

Deputy Chief Materials
Manager, Furnishing Depot,
Integral Coach Factory
(ICF), Chennai-38

Deputy Chief Materials
Manager, Furnishing Depot,
Rail Coach Factory (RCF),
Kapurthala.

Design, Development,
Manufacture, Supply,
Integration, Testing and
Commissioning of IGBT
based 3-phase propulsion,
control and other
equipment for train sets
suitable for operation on
25 KV AC OHE system
conforming to RDSO
specification no.

10 Nos. of
16 car rakes

Deputy Chief Materials
Manager, Furnishing Depot,

10 Nos. of
16 car rakes

RDSO/PE/SPEC/EMU/019 Modern Coach Factory
6-2019 (Rev.0) along with (MCF), Rae Bareli.
addendum/corrigendum

including CAMC

EMD Amount Rs. 50 Lakhs (Rupees Fifty Lakhs)

Last date for submission of Bids As per IREPS (17.11.2020)

1. Details of tender are available at www.ireps.gov.in 2. In case the date of e-bid
opening falls on a gazetted holiday or is subsequently declared as such, the e-bids
will be opened on the next working date at the appointed time.

Joint Director/Railway Stores(M)
for and on behalf of the President of India

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

AMENDMENT TO THE EXTENSION NOTIFICATION

Last date for submission of Pre-Qualification application mentioned in the extension

Notification No: 07SE/BCMC(MW)/MDU/2020-2021/Dt:16.09.2020 amended as follows:
Last date for availability of pre-qualification application - upto 13.10.2020, 5.45 pm.
Last date for submission of pre-qualification application - 14.10.2020, 3.00 pm.
Pre-qualification opening date - 14.10.2020, 3.30 pm.
for amended details visit the website www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in and
other conditions remains unchanged.

Superintending Engineer, PWD
Buildings (C&M) circle, (Medical works), Madurai

DIPR/ 3524 /TENDER/2020

EMPLOYEES’ STATE INSURANCE CORPORATION

Model Hospital Bapunagar, Ahmedabad
(Ministry of Labour & Employment, Government of India)

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RECRUITMENT OF
DOCTORS ON CONTRACT BASIS
WALK-IN-INTERVIEW on 14/10/2020
Walk-in-Interview will be held at ESIC Model Hospital Bapunagar,
Ahmedabad in the chamber of Medical Superintendent from 09:30

AM onwards for:

Post

Senior Resident (Under 3
Years Residency Scheme)

Speciality / No of Posts

General Medicine-03, Anaesthesia-
01 and Obstetrics & Gynaecology-03

ICU-04, Neonatology-02 and

Senior Resident (3 Years

against GDMO) Obstetrics & Gynaecology-02
Full Time / Part Time General Medicine-01 and
Specialists Orthopaedics-01

Interested candidates may visit ESIC Website: www.esic.nic.in
under tab 'Recruitment' for schedule and detailed vacancy position
and terms & conditions.

Medical Superintendent

CORRIGENDUM

Public Auction Notice

It is for the information of general public that the
vehicle bearing registration no. DL-01-LP-5775 belongs
to Sh. Mahesh Chand S/o Sh. Bharat Singh H.No. 202/3
Nurses Complex, Shri Niwaspuri, New Delhi and goods
loaded in it i.e. Mens round neck cotton T-shirt, Quantity-
19200 will be put to public auction on 29.09.2020,
Tuesday at 12 PM in the O/o Dy. Excise & Taxation
Commissioner, Bikrikar Bhawan (Excise & Taxation
Office), Near Sports Complex, Faridabad by the order of
Proper Officer Faridabad (West) u/s 79 of the Goods and
Service Tax Act 2017. The details of conveyance and
goods are as mentioned below:-

1. Conveyance- Registration No. DL-01-LP-5775
Closed body Eicher Canter Mfg.
Eicher Motors Limited Engine No.
E483CDDE531890 Chassis No. MC
263ERCOBE224407 Model-2011

Mens round neck cotton T-shirt HSN
Code-61091000 Quantity-19200
Pieces Value of Goods- 19682880
You all are cordially invited in the auction.

Terms & Conditions:-

The successful bidder has to deposit 25% on the spot on
acceptance and remaining amount i.e. 75% in seven days.

After total payment the ownership will be transferred by
the competent authority and the necessary certificate will
be issued.

2. Goods-

Sd/-
Proper Officer (GST)-Cum-
Excise & Taxation Officer,

2047/20 .
Faridabad (West)
aE B New Delhi aE B
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Government of India

Farmers, Beware of lies

Farm Bill paves way for prosperity

Lies

Farm bill is conspiracy for denying Minimum
Support Price to farmers

Farm bill is anti-farmer

Large companies will exploit farmers in the
name of contract

Benefit to big corporate, loss to farmers

. H
sl ==y

Truth

Farm bill has nothing to do with the Minimum
Support Price, MSP is being given and will be
continued in future too.

Farm bill gives freedom to farmer. Now farmers
can sell their crop to anyone, anywhere and it
establishes One Nation One Market. Now the
farmer will be able to earn more profit by
partnering with large food processing companies
instead of being dependent on others.

Agreement will enable the farmers to get pre-
fixed price, but farmer cannot be bound against
his interest by the agreement. The farmer will be
free to withdraw from the agreement at any
stage, without incurring any penalty.

The bill clearly directs that the sale, lease and
mortgage of farmer's land are completely
prohibited. The agreement will be of crops not
of land.

In many States, farmers in collaboration with
large corporates are successfully producing crops
such as sugarcane, cotton, tea and coffee. Now
small farmers will get higher benefit and they will
also get the benefit of technology and equipment
with assured profits.

davp 01101/13/0005/2021

"Indian farmer of 21st century will cultivate freely without any restrictions. Farmer of 21st
century will sell his produce wherever he wants and wherever he gets better price."

Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

FE g
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IN PARLIAMENT ocnnscen

Houske DIARIES
THE PANDEMIC EFFECT

B When some MPs started talking to
aminister while he was replying to
the debate on FCRA amendment Bill,
Speaker Om Birla told the minister
that he did not have to respond to
those asking him questions while
sitting on their seats. This triggered
laughter among the members who
asked Birla how else were they
supposed to talk, citing the Covid
protocols. During this session,
members are not being allowed to
stand and talk. TMC'’s Kalyan
Banerjee jokingly said “the minister
also shouldn’t sit and talk.”

W While admonishing some
members of the Opposition in Rajya
Sabha for their protests in the House
on Sunday and on Monday,
Vice-President and Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
pointed out that the members had
not only created ruckus, but also
failed to follow social distancing
norms. He said later that “we are
giving advice to the general public,
but, we ourselves do not practise
safe and social distance and do not
follow what has been advised”.

NO QUESTION HOUR:
MY QUESTIONS

m Is the Centre
contemplating making
Hindi and English the
only two languages in
which national-level
recruitment exams and
entrance exams for
educational institutions
will be conducted?

mIs the govt working on
an inclusive cultural
and linguistic policy
that protects our federal
polity and focuses on
ensuring educational
and economic
opportunity for all?

PRAJWAL REVANNA, JD(S)

INSOLVENCY CODE BILL
Govt using Covid
as a pretext to
bring ordinances:
Adhir in LS debate

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

THE CONGRESS on Monday called the govern-
ment “ordinance-savvy” and accused it of us-
ing the Covid-19 pandemicasa pretext to bring
in ordinances “one after the other”.

Speaking in Lok Sabha during a discussion
on the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (sec-
ond amendment) Bill 2020, Congress leader
in the House Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said
the Constitutional measure of bringing ordi-
nances should be resorted to as an exception
andnotarule.

Criticising the Bill, which replaces an ordi-
nance, he said it is “weakly constructed with
minimum logic and a lot of grey area”.

“Itis nothing but is aimed to patronise their
(government) preferred corporates,” he al-
leged, adding that the MSME sector will be its
worst casualty. The Bill did not safeguard any
stakeholder, and the government is trying to
save corporate debtors, he alleged.

There has been a “poor and dismal per-
formance under you”m he said, referring to
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

The Bill, already passed by Rajya Sabha, pro-
poses that fresh insolvency proceedings will
not be initiated for at least six months starting
from March 25 amid the pandemic.

Countering his criticism, Nishikant Dubey
of the BJP said that because of the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code, recovery rate has been
between 42.5 to 45 per cent.

“All the non-performing assets of Rs 14 lakh
crore on banks that the Modi government in-
herited happened during the UPA govern-
ment's time,” he said.

Supriya Sule of the NCP spoke about the
woes of Jet Airways and asked why it is being
treated differently from a government-run air-
line like Air India.

YSR Congress welcomed the legislation.

Opposition leaders protest in Rajya Sabha over the suspension of eight MPs, in Parliament on Monday. P11

Action, Reaction: The Eight Suspended Members

Suspended for ‘unruly behaviour’, the MPs defend their actions in the House on Sunday. MANOJ C G reports

Derek O’Brien, TMC
Member since: August 2011

WHATHEDID: He rushed to
the Chairman’s podium, wav-
ing the rule book

ON SUSPENSION:

While he refused to comment
on the suspension, the TMC
leader said in a video clip he
posted on Twitter Sunday,
“Sunday in Parliament... his-
toric... but unfortunately for
all the wrong reasons... If the
government were so sure of
their numbers, they could
have allowed us to have

the vote...”

WHY DID YOUCOMETO

THEWELL?

“Iwas part of the protest...
did not tear the rule book. I
was trying to show the book
to the Deputy Chairman.”

Sanjay Singh, AAP
Member since: January 2018

WHAT HEDID: He climbed on
Secretary General’s table

ON SUSPENSION:

“The Bills... were bulldozed
because BJP did not have the
numbers... The argument that
members were not on their
seats is not specious. DMK’s
Tiruchi Siva was not in the
Well... He repeatedly de-
manded for division. But did
they allow? Our suspension
was also wrong.

WHY DID YOU CLIMBON
TOTHE SECRETARY
GENERAL'STABLE?

“The way democracy was
murdered...and you are
asking me this question?
Ask the government why
they did not follow rules.”

Ripun Bora, Congress
Member since: April 2016

WHATHEDID: He was in the
Well, raising slogans

ON SUSPENSION:

“The BJP government prom-
ulgated many ordinances
during lockdown...In
Parliament, because of Covid
protocols... seating arrange-
ment is such that all Bills can
be passed... On Sunday, they
did not allow division... When
our demands were not ac-
cepted, we opposed. Today
they suspended us...”

WHY DID YOUCOME TOTHE
WELL AND RAISE SLOGANS?
“Raising slogans, walking to
the Well and standing near
Secretary General’s table is
not a new thing... It is part of
Parliamentary democracy.”

Godey Murahari, September 3,1962,

suspended for remainder of session

Bhupesh Gupta and Godey Murahari,
September 10, 1966, suspended for the rest

of the day

Raj Narain and Godey Murahari, July 25,

1966, suspended for one week

KK Ragesh, CPM
Member since: April 2015

WHATHEDID: He was in
the Well of the House

ON SUSPENSION:

“As per rules, the suspension
isnotvalid. The
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister moved the motion
for suspension of eight MPs.
The Chair took a voice vote.
We demanded a division. But
the Chair did not listen. “

WHY DIDYOUCOMETO
THEWELL?

“Iwassitting in the gallery
upstairs. I asked for division.
When the demand was not
accepted, I came down to
the Well. My seat may be in
the gallery (because of Covid
protocol) but [ am not sitting
there as a spectator...”

Raj Narain, December 14,1967, suspension
motion moved, adopted, revoked.

Raj Narain, July 24,1974, suspended for the
remainder of session (revoked next day)
Puttapaga Radhakrishna, July 29,1987,

Syed Nasir Hussain,
Congress

Member since: April 2018
WHATHEDID: He was in the
Well and climbed on the
Secretary General’s table

ON SUSPENSION:

“When we asked for division,
they neither put the Bill nor
amendments to vote. They
cleared it with a voice vote.
Today, they suspended eight
of us... This way they cannot
throttle voices of dissent...”

WHY DIDYOU CLIMBON
TOTHE SECRETARY
GENERAL'STABLE?
“...Because the Deputy
Chairman was not listening
tous and had started clause
by clause consideration of

the Bill. They were lifting our

MPs, taking them outside.”

Dola Sen, TMC
Member since: March 2015

WHAT SHE DID : She was in
the Well, raising slogans

ON SUSPENSION:

“When the discussion got
over, we noticed that the
numbers were on our side. So
we demanded division... But
itis unfortunate that the
Deputy Chairman acted like a
BJP spokesperson... Had there
been division, the govern-
ment would have lost...”

WHY DID YOUCOME TOTHE
WELL AND RAISE SLOGANS?
“The entire Opposition was
in the Well. We did not do
anything unethical. We only
raised slogans. I will do it
again for the farmers...We
maintained social
distancing even in the Well.”

Elamaram Kareem,
CPM

Member since: July 2018
WHATHEDID: He was in the
Well, raising slogans

ON SUSPENSION:

“We were voicing our con-
cerns and reflecting the
protests of farmers outside.
Our demands for division on
the Bills and voting on the
statutory resolution were not
allowed...Iam not perturbed
by the suspension. [ am only
proud that I am standing with
the protests by farmers.”

WHY DID YOUCOME TOTHE
WELL AND RAISE SLOGANS?
“land DMK’s Tiruchi Siva
were at our seats and
demanding division. But the
Chair rejected...Only after
that, we came to the Well...”

Rajeev Satav, Congress
Member since: April2020

WHATHEDID: He was in the
Well and climbed on the
Secretary General’s table

ON SUSPENSION:

“They did not allow our
demands for division on
amendments, motions for
reference of Bills to a select
committee. They did not al-
low us to express our opin-
ions... Instead of listening to
us, we have been suspended.”

WHY DID YOU CLIMBON
TOTHE SECRETARY
GENERAL'STABLE?

“We were requesting the
Deputy Speaker to follow
rules. The govt was forcing
him not to... They did not
have numbers ... that is why
they passed itinahurry.”

SOME PAST INSTANCES OF MPs BEING SUSPENDED FROM UPPER HOUSE

BN Mandal, November 16, 1966. suspended
for10 days (later withdrawn)

suspended fora week

Kamal Akhtar, Veer Pal Singh Yadav, Ejaz
Ali, Sabir Ali, Subhash Prasad Yadav, Amir
Alam Khan, Nand Kishore Yadav, March 9,
2010, suspended for remainder of session

(On April 28, suspension of some of them
was revoked)

-KRISHN KAUSHIK

LS passes FCRA
amendment Bill
amid Oppn protest

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

AMID OPPOSITION allegations that the gov-
ernment wants to target the minorities and
NGOs by blocking their resources, the Lok
Sabha passed the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment Bill, cleared by Rajya
Sabha with voice vote.

Among other provisions, the Bill proposes
aban on transfer of foreign contribution from
one FCRA-registered NGO to another.

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs
Nityanand Rai maintained that changesin the
Billaim to “ensure that he foreign money com-
ing to India is not used against national inter-
ests, or in any anti-national activities”.

Replying to a brief debate, Rai said: “Prime
Minister Narendra Modi wants the country to
be safe. Past mistakes have endangered the
country. As far as national, cultural and eco-
nomic security is concerned, we want India to
be self-reliant. This Bill is neither against the
minorities nor against NGOs. We are just try-
ing tobring transparency in their functioning,”

The Opposition, led by the Congress, al-
leged that the government has a “political
agenda” behind the changes incorporated in
theBill. “On one hand, the government invites
foreign funds, but when such funds come for
educational and charitable purposes, itis being
blocked. We want to know how much foreign
funds have come into PMCARES Fund,” Leader
of Congress in the House Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury asked.

Congress member Anto Antony, who ini-
tiated the debate, alleged that the Bill was an-
other “Quixotic adventure” like the demoneti-
sation exercise and is meant only “to suffocate

the thousands of NGOs”. He said the govern-
ment’s move to block foreign funds for many
NGOs have left thousands of children helpless
and suffering.

But BJP’s Satpal Singh maintained that
many NGOs, mainly the Christian ones, have
been misusing the funds to “convert” people
from Hinduism. Referring to Australian mis-
sionary Graham Staines, who was burnt to
death along with his sons in Odisha by
Hindutva activists in 1999, Singh, a former
Mumbai Police commissioner, said his at-
tempts at religious conversion had played a
role behind the killing.

Condemning Singh's remark, Supriya Sule
(NCP)said “no law allows you to burn down a
family alive”. She also took offence to Singh’s
remarks that NGOs were involved in conver-
sion and said: “You are taking one example to
show the thousands of NGOs which are doing
service to humankind. Stop bulldozing good
work. This government thinks everyone is bad.
This is like Emergency without calling it so.”

DMK’s V Kalanidhi took a swipe at the gov-
ernment saying it is trying to burn down a
house just to kill some bugs. His remark that
people from Hindu community, especially
Dalits, are converting to other religions because
their parentreligion does not respect them trig-
gered noisy protests from the treasury benches.

Sougata Roy of TMC called the Bill “Big
Brother is Watching”.

Shiv Sena’s Appa Barna supported the Bill
and asked the government to bring more strin-
gent safeguards to stop foreign funds that are
used for “anti-national activities.”

IUML's E T Mohammad Basheer and
Congress member Vincent Pala alleged that
the Bill has areligious bias and is meant to ha-
rass the minorities.

‘FCRA Bill will be a death
blow to relief, community
support work of NGOs’

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

AS THE government pushes the Foreign
Contribution Regulation (Amendment)Bill in
Parliament amid criticism from the Oppo-
sition, its provisions have caused a lot of dis-
comfort among NGOs, which argue that their
space willincreasingly shrinkif it becomes law.

NGOs are specifically rattled by the pro-
posed ban on transfer of foreign contribution
from one FCRA-registered NGO to another.
They argue that this has the potential to wipe
outsmaller FCRA-registered NGOs working at
grassroots level inremote areas, as they donot
have access to large amounts of foreign funds.

Bigger NGOs, which have greater access to
such funds but lack as wide a grassroots net-
work, often collaborate with the smaller NGOs,
partially subletting the work, sources said.

It will also impact work at the grassroots
level, they argue.

“The FCRA bill, 2020 will be a death blow
to development relief, scientific research and
community support work of the NGO com-
munity, as it prohibits collaboration with other
Indian organisations,” Voluntary Action
Network India (VANI), the apex body of Indian
voluntary development organisations, said in
a statement on Monday. Referring to the role
provided by NGOs during the pandemic, VANI
stated, “When India is battling a deadly dis-
ease, with somuch at stake and collaborations
internationally that are to be encouraged, this
would be a model of control, over and above
the rules, regulations and certification
processes, that stifles this important sector.”

The Bill seeks to make FCRA-2010 more
stringent with proposals toinclude “public ser-
vants” in the prohibited category, decrease ad-
ministrative expenses through foreign funds
by an organisation from the earlier 50 per cent

CRACKING DOWN

YEAR | FCRACANCELLATIONS
201 4

2012 3,920 ,,
2013 4 £
2014 57 “
2015 10,005
2016 6
2017 4,866
2018 1
2019

Source: Ministry of Home Affairs data

to 20 per cent, make Aadhaar mandatory for
registration, and give the government powers
tostop utilisation of foreign funds by an organ-
isation through a “summary enquiry”. Earlier,
utilisation of funds could be stopped only after
the NGO was “found guilty”. Referring to the
last point, a representative of an NGO said, “You
were already conducting these probes and de-
claring guilt within months. Now how fast do
you want it that you need a ‘summary en-
quiry’? The demand of Aadhaar is nothing but
a tactic to intimidate people from joining the
board of NGOs. “Also, the government wants
to extend suspensions beyond 180 days. The
period had been kept for enquiry. Now you
want to conduct summary enquiry, but ex-
tend suspension beyond 180 days. Even UAPA
cases are given 180 days for chargesheeting.”
Referring to the Bill reducing foreign fund
spending on administrative expenses to 20 per
cent, VANI stated, “This amendment will be a
major blow to organisations in terms of pay-
ment of salaries, professional fees, utility bills,
travel and other such expenditure.”
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

‘No-confidence rejection not in conformity with Art 90 or precedents’

RAJYA Sabha member, senior Congress
leader and lawyer ABHISHEK SINGHVI, who
drafted the Opposition motion expressing
no confidence in Deputy Chairman
Harivansh and seeking his removal, and the
Opposition petition to President Ram Nath
Kovind, speaks with MANOJ CG:

The Opposition motion seeking the
removal of Deputy Chairman Harivansh
was rejected. What are your views?

With the greatest respect, I say this com-
plaint cannot and should not be rejected at
the threshold by the Chairman because the
14-day notice is required for consideration
of the motion — not for filing it or moving it.
We had only filed the motion; we had not
asked for a decision the same day. So how
can the 14-day rule have any relevance?

Sadly, this instant rejection was done be-
cause it is an established convention that
pending a no-confidence motion, the Deputy
Chairman cannot preside. But that cannot be

a basis or reason for rejecting our motion it-
self. The rejection of no-confidence is also not
in conformity with Article 90 of the
Constitution, nor with the well-known prece-
dents cited in Kaul and Shakdher (the book
‘Practice and Procedure of Parliament’) which
we have mentioned.

You have approached the President.
Have you raised this issue?

As far as the President is concerned, you
need to see Article 111 of the Constitution.
We have requested him not to attach his as-
sent to the farm Bills but to return it to the
government. We have also attached the
copy of the no-confidence motion with our
memorandum. [ feel sorry that I have been
instrumental in both these documents be-
cause genuinely I have the highest regard
for both the Chairman and the Deputy
Chairman.

Sadly, what happened yesterday is
truly unprecedented.

Abhishek Singhvi

What prompted the Opposition to move
ano-confidence motion against the
Deputy Chairman?

[ was present in the Lok Sabha chamber.
Why I say it was unprecedented is because no
attempt was made by the Chair to even lookaat,
involve, or ask over 50 per cent of Rajya Sabha

members sitting in Lok Sabha chamber.
Therefore, [would cast serious doubt on com-
pliance with quorum requirements.

Not one but innumerable members
sought vote by division. It is obligatory to have
adivision if even one member asks for it and
99.9 per cent oppose it. For two such vital Bills,
itis unimaginable that there was no division.

The Chair’s argument was that he cannot
allow division because the members
were not on their designated seats.

That argument is specious and unsustain-
able. Form cannot take the place of sub-
stance. Many members who asked for divi-
sion did not leave their seats. Those who left
their seats did so after shouting for division
from their seats and not getting division.
Why could the House not be adjourned since
it was already 1.15 pm, and the same exer-
cise be done on Monday?

[ cannot understand why the Deputy
Chairman acted as if it was the last day of

New Delhi

Rajya Sabha session. The issues are much
wider as they involve the backbone of India
— our annadatas, the farmer community. On
such matters, democracy cannot be treated
as a game of numbers but instead requires
that people listen, absorb and assimilate be-
fore reacting.

Significant amendments, statutory res-
olutions and motions to the Bill were auto-
matically ignored when no division was
considered. At the worst the House could
have been adjourned because of the distur-
bance but how could the Bill be deemed to
have been passed? It should simply have
been taken up the next day and decided by
division.

Therefore, Imake the specific charge that
the events yesterday prove one thing beyond
doubt: it proves that the government knows
itdid not have the numbers to pass both Bills,
whichis why such tactics were adopted, and
which is why forced closure and deemed
passage of Bill happened beyond 1.15 pm.
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LosT IN NO TRANSLATION

BIJU JANATA Dal MP Bhartruhari Mahtab told the Lok Sabha
during the debate on Epidemic Disease (Amendment) Bill that
he wanted to speak in Odia. However, with no translation
available to other members attending the debate, he had no
other option. “Since translation is not available, I had to fall
back and speak in English,” Mahtab said.

RINGING IN

IT IS NOT often that the President and Prime Minister of a
country call up Prime Minister Narendra Modi the same day.
Last week, on his birthday, both Sri Lankan President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and PM Mahinda Rajapaksa called up Modi to wish
him. They had a chat with the PM, and decided to have a vir-
tual summit over the weekend, possibly on September 26.

NoO POVERTY OF WORDS

BJP RAJYA Sabha member Rakesh Sinha asked the govern-
ment about the parameters to define urban poor, whether the
government plans to define them if no definition exists, and
about the total number of urban poor in the country. The
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, instead of a direct re-
ply, stated that the methodology for estimation of poverty fol-
lowed by the now-dissolved Planning Commission is based on
recommendations made by experts in the field from time to
time. It said the last data on poverty estimates was issued by
the Planning Commission in 2011-12 following the Tendulkar
committee's methodology and released in July 2013. To Sinha'’s
next question on steps the government is taking to ensure the
livelihood and a dignified life for the urban poor, the ministry
cited several ongoing schemes to “reduce poverty and vul-
nerability of urban poor households”.

Will visit Bihar to take
stock before announcing
Assembly poll dates: CEC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

CHIEFELECTION Commissioner
Sunil Arora and Election
Commissioners Sushil Chandra
and Rajiv Kumar will soon visit
Bihar to take stock of poll prepa-
ration on the ground before an-
nouncing the dates for Assembly
election in the state.

Arora said this on Monday at
an international webinar, in
which poll management bodies
from across the world shared
their experiences of conducting
elections amidst the pandemic.

The Commission was hosting
the webinar on the completion
of its one-year chairmanship of
the Association of World
Election Bodies (A-WEB). AWEB
is the largest association of
Election Management Bodies
(EMBs)in the world and has 115
EMBs as members.

Arora said that elections in
India pose formidable challenges
onaccountof thelarge electorate,
geographical and linguistic diver-
sity and differing climatic condi-
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tions. With 72.9 million electors
in the state, Bihar polls, Arora
said, will perhaps be the largest
election conducted during the
Covid-19 pandemic till date.

Highlighting the impact of
Covid-19 on election prepara-
tion, Arora said that the maxi-
mum number of voters at a
polling station in Bihar has been
reduced from 1,500 to 1,000. The
number of polling stations has
been increased by 40 per cent --
-from 65,000to 1,00,000. These
changes have huge implications,
he said, in terms of logistics and
manpower.

Among the countries that
made presentations on Monday
about conducting elections this
year amid the pandemic were
Fiji, Korea, Taiwan, Mongolia,
South Africa, Bangladesh and
Malawi.

Karnataka Assembly
session curtailed to 6 days

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 21

THE MONSOON session of the
Karnataka legislature began on
Monday under the shadow of
growing Covid-19 cases in the
state, with as many as 60 MLAs
including seven ministers in
quarantine.

Adecision was taken soon af-
ter the session commenced to
restrict proceedings to six days
instead of the originally planned
eight days on account of large
absenteeism in the 224-mem-
ber Assembly.

The BJP government in
Karnataka had initially expressed
interest in passing 32 Bills in the
session including the finance Bill,
anamendment to the state fiscal
responsibility Act, changes to
labour and agricultural land own-
ership laws and the APMC Act.

The opposition Congress in-
sisted at a business advisory
council meeting on Monday that
only important Bills be discussed

inacurtailed session and others
be taken up in a longer session.

Before the session com-
menced on Monday, Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa - who
returned to Bengaluru on Sunday
without getting clearances from
the BJP central leadership to ex-
pand his cabinet - told reporters
that the government had de-
cided to curtail the monsoon ses-
sion to around three days.

“Even the Parliament session
is likely to be curtailed. Around
55-60 MLAs cannot come for the
proceedings due to Covid,” he
said. “Let us discuss important
issues that are necessary and try
toend as soon as possible.”

Deputy CM Dr C N Ashwath
Narayan, Home Minister
Basavaraj Bommai and five other
ministers, K Gopalaiah, Byrathi
Basavaraj, Prabhu Chavan,
Shashikala Jolle and Shivaram
Hebbar, are in quarantine.

Karnataka has been report-
ing around 8,000 Covid 19 cases
on adaily basis over the last few
weeks.

Leaders of 18 parties urge President
to not give assent to farm legislation

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

A DAY after Rajya Sabha passed
two farm Bills overruling vocif-
erous protests by the Opposition,
leaders of 18 parties on Monday
approached President Ram Nath
Kovind and urged him not to give
his assent to the Bills, arguing
that they were passed in a
“tyrannical manner unknown to
our Constitution”.

They sought his “active and
vocal” intervention in the matter
and told him that there was “ab-
solute and totalmurder of democ-
racy” in Parliament on Sunday.

“We pray that you exert all
powers, constitutional and
moral, as the head of our
Republic, to ensure that such
black law does not become Law
and that such pernicious and
despicable events do not sully
the fair name of proud Indian
democracy,” the parties saidina
memorandum to the President.

The signatories included
Leader of Opposition Ghulam
Nabi Azad, former Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda and
top Opposition leaders like
Congress’s Anand Sharma and
Jairam Ramesh, SP’s Ram Gopal
Yadav, TMC's Derek O’Brien,
DMK’s Tiruchi Siva, CPM’s
Elamaram Kareem, CPI's Binoy
Viswam, RJD’s Manoj Kumar Jha,
Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Raut, NCP’s
Praful Patel, AAP’s Sanjay Singh
and TRS’s K Keshava Rao.

In the memorandum, the
leaders said that on an issue af-
fecting the farmers, “majoritar-
ian, insensitive and uncaring
governance has no role and all
stakeholders have to listen, ab-
sorb, imbibe and thereafter act
with humility. There is no place
for the politics of zid and arro-
gance. Instead the voice of those
speaking for farmers ought to be
stifled. Most unfortunately, the

Centre trying to
create famine
through farm
Bills: Mamata

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 21

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Monday
said the TMC would hit the
streets from Tuesday in protest
against the suspension of eight
Rajya Sabha MPs for their “unruly
behaviour” during the passage of
two farm Bills on “Black Sunday”.
Banerjee accused the Centre of
trying to create famine through
these pieces of legislation.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Banerjee said, “What the
MPs did was right and we are
proud of them. The Centre is
conspiring to take away land
from farmers and farm labour-
ers. The landlords are being
given all the powers.”

She added, “If the MPs want a
division, they should be obliged.
Having a majority doesn’t mean
[ will do whatever [ want, bull-
doze federal structure, sell what-
ever [ want, bulldoze the state,
take away power of farmers...
this cannot goon.”

SAD urges Kovind
to not sign Bills

Chandigarh: A delegation of
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
led by party chief Sukhbir
Singh Badal on Monday
called on the President Ram
Nath Kovind and urged him
not to grant his assent to the
three farmers bills passed by
Parliament as these “endan-
ger the very survival of farm-
ers and other farm related
labour and trade”.

“The farmers came to the
country’s rescue when the
country needed them.
Today, it is the country that
must come to their rescue,”
the delegation told the
President. ENS

A ‘Pakka Morcha’ by farmers at Badal village in Punjab’s Muktsar.

latter was in full show with full
force in government instructions
to all, given with the brazen ob-
jective of ramming legislation
down the throat of disagreeing
parliamentarians without allow-
ing it to be tested freely and fairly
by vote by division.”

They said that the division
asked by members was denied
and motions and statutory reso-
lutions, including for amend-
ments, were not even looked at
much less considered. The
memorandum said the time of
the sitting was extended with-
out taking the sense of the House
and then “massive show of force
was exerted by security person-
nel invited inside the House in
numbers exceeding those of the
MPs present”.

“The egregious and brazen
acts of the government, in clear
collusion with the legislative or-
gan of our Republic, is also proof
positive of the lack of numbers
and lack of support with the gov-
ernment qua passage of these
Bills...,” the memorandum said.

BKS: Bills were drafted by
people who are not aware
of reality at grassroots

NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 21

A DAY after Rajya Sabha passed
two of the three contentious
farm Bills, the RSS-affiliate
Bharatiya Kisan Sangh (BKS) said
that “those who came up with
the legislations were not aware
of the grassroot reality”.

“Ye kamian jo dharatal pe
kaam karte hain unhi ko samajh
mein aati hain...Us drishti se abhi
bhi ham keh rahe hain ki kamion
ko dur karna chahiye...Agar naya
kanoon laana parhe to naya
kanoon laya jaye. Ye kanoon aise
logon dwara banaya gaya jinko
dharaatal ki jaankaari nahi hai
(Only those who are at the grass-
root level understand these

shortcomings. From that point
of view, we are still saying that
the shortcomings should be ad-
dressed. If new legislation is to
be brought, it should be done.
This legislation has been drafted
by people who are not aware of
the grassroot reality),” BKS gen-
eral secretary Badri Narayan
Chaudhary told The Indian
Express on Monday.

“There are practical weak-
nesses (in the Bills),” he added.

On assurances given by the
PM and the Centre, Chaudhary
said, “BKS s still of the view that
if you are giving a verbal assur-
ance, put the same in the Bills it-
self. If MSPis not going end, these
are three Bills and they have not
put a word on MSP in any of
these.”

Cong to launch
nationwide
protest

New Delhi: The Congress on
Monday said it would launch a
nationwide agitation against the
farm Bills passed by Parliament,
and initiate a campaign to collect
2 crore signatures of farmers and
the poor against the legislation.

At a press conference after a
meeting of the party's senior
leaders, K C Venugopal said the
Congress will launch a massive
signature campaign among
farmers and the poor against the
farm Bills.

A memorandum would be
subsequently submitted to the
President, the Congress leader
said.

Another Congress leader,
Randeep Surjewala, said that a
series of press conferences will
be organised against the farm
Bills across the country. PTI

Maharashtra farmers’ union plans
show of support for legislation

Union founded by farmer leader Sharad Joshi to hit streets on September 25

PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 21

EVEN AS farmers in Punjab and
Haryana are taking to the streets
to protest the farm Bills, some of
their counterparts in
Maharashtra will be doing ex-
actly the opposite. The farmers’
union founded by farmer leader
Sharad Joshi is planning to hit the
streets on September 25 in sup-
port of the legislation that they
said was long overdue.

The three Bills aim at bring-
ing about structural reforms in
the agriculture sector, in terms
of agricultural marketing, by al-
lowing free trade outside the
purview of Agricultural Produce
Marketing Committees (APMC)
by amending the Essential
Commodities Act (which does
away with the government's
power to impose stock limits or
impose trade restrictions like ex-

port ban) and streamline con-
tract farming with regard to the
Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on Price
Assurance and Farm Services
Ordinance, 2020.

Out of the three Bills, farmers
and farm leaders have expressed
grave concerns over the first one
that they claim was a round-
about way to eliminate procure-
ment of wheat and paddy under
minimum support price (MSP)
programme.

Last year, farmers in Punjab
and Haryana sold wheat and
paddy worth over Rs 80,000
crore under Food Corporation of
India (FCI).

The protests by farmers also
led SAD leader and Union min-
ister Harsimrat Kaur Badal tore-
sign from the cabinet.

Back in Maharashtra, farm
organisations have welcomed
the Bills from the first day.
Former MP Raju Shetti had wel-
comed the move but asked for a

mechanism to prevent farmers
from being cheated by fly-by-
night operators.

Similarly, Anil Ghanwat,
president of Shetkari Sanghtana,
has called this move alandmark
reform in the sector, which will
help farmers gain financial inde-
pendence.

Shetti, whois part of All India
Kisan Sangharsha Sammitee
(AIKSS), the umbrella body of
over 200 farmer organisation, on
Sunday issued a statement crit-
icising what he called "corporati-
sation” of the farm sector.

Ghanwat told The Indian
Express said their decision to
support the legislation was nec-
essary as they were aimed at
helping farmers. He said the fear
expressed by farmers in other
states was uncalled for.

“|This] will allow farmers to
become real owners of their pro-
duce. Barring the mandis, the
present system did not present
any other avenue to offload pro-

duce. Now, it is expected that as
the private sector gets into the
picture, farmers will have more
than one market to choose
from,” he said.

In Maharashtra, Ghanwat
pointed out MSP operations
were few and far between. He
also said growers of soybean,
urad, moong, toor, which are the
main crops in the state, sold bulk
of their produce at the mandis.
“The condition is the same in
most states — only 10 per cent
farmers in the country are able
to sell a substantial quantity of
their produce,” he said.

Ghanwat said the new laws
would witness private players
investing in rural infrastructure.

The protests had “invisible”
forces who did not want the
present system to be disturbed,
“We have already spoken to
protesting farmers in Punjab.
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
and we were able to convince
them of view,” he said.

MSPs for 6 rabi crops fixed, hikes lower than last year

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE GOVERNMENT on Monday
announced minimum support
prices (MSP) for six rabi crops of
2020-21, to be marketed in rabi
marketing season 2021-22.

The wheat MSP has seen an
increase of just 2.6 per cent ---
the lowest increase in 11 years.
The MSPs for the other crops --
barley, gram, lentil (masur),
rapeseed and mustard, and saf-
flower -- too have seen a lower
hike compared to last year.

“The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired
by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved
the increase in the Minimum
Support Prices (MSPs) for all
mandated Rabi crops for mar-
keting season 2021-22,” said a
statement. “This increase in MSP
isinline with the recommenda-
tions of  Swaminathan
Commission.”

The statement shows that

Crop 2019-20 | 2020-21 | Absolute |%increase
(Rs/quintal) | (Rs/quintal) | Increase
(Rs/quintal)

Wheat 1925 1975 50 2.60
Barley 1525 1600 75 492
Gram 4875 5100 225 462
Masur (Lentil)| 4800 5100 300 6.25
Rapeseed 4425 4650 225 5.08
and Mustard

Safflower 5215 5327 n2 215

wheat MSP for the rabi crop of
2020-21 has been fixed at Rs
1,975 per quintal—2.6 per cent
higher thanRs 1,925 in 2019-20.
In percentage terms, the increase
in wheat MSPis the lowestin 11
years. In 2009-10, wheat MSP
was hiked by only 1.85 per cent—
Rs 1,100 per quintal in 2009-10
against Rs 1,080 in 2008-09.
The highest increase in MSP
has been for lentil (masur), ac-
cording to the statement. It has
been fixed at Rs 5,100 per quin-
tal— 6.25 per cent or Rs 300
higher than in 2019-20. Last year,

the lentil MSP was hiked by Rs
325 per quintal or 7.26 per cent.

The MSP for gram has been
increased to Rs 5,100 per quin-
tal—Rs 225 or 4.62 per cent
higher than last year. Last year, it
was hiked by Rs 255 per quintal
or 5.52 per cent.

Rapeseed and mustard MSP
has been hiked to Rs 4,650 per
quintal in 2020-21, which is Rs
225 or 5.08 per cent higher than
in2019-20.In percentage terms,
the hike is marginally lower than
last year’s increase of 5.36 per
cent.

MSP for safflower has been
increased to Rs 5,327 per quin-
tal—hiked by Rs 112 or 2.15 per
cent over last year. It was hiked
by Rs 270 or 5.46 per cent in last
year.

The MSP for barley has seen
an increase of Rs 75 (4.92 per
cent) from Rs 1,525 per quintal
in 2019-20 to Rs 1,600 in
2020-21.

“The increase in MSP for Rabi
Crops for marketing season
2021-22 is in line with the prin-
ciple of fixing the MSPs at a level
of at least 1.5 times of the All-
India weighted average Cost of
Production as announced in
Union Budget 2018-19,” the
statement said.

“The expected returns to
farmers over their cost of pro-
duction are estimated to be
highest in case of Wheat (106%)
followed by rapeseed & mustard
(93%), gram and lentil (78%). For
barley, return to farmers over
their cost of production is esti-
mated at 65% and for safflower, it
is 50%.”

New Delhi

Steady
declinein
@® wheat MSP

EXPLAINED

DATA AVAILABLE with
the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare shows a steady
decline in the rate of in-
crease in wheat MSP
since 2017-18 — when it
was hiked by 6.77 per
cent. It was hiked by
6.05 per centin 2018-19
and 4.62 per cent in
2019-20.

The lower increase in
MSP assumes signifi-
cance as Punjab and
Haryana — which are
witnessing protests
against the three farm
Bills — had supplied
more than half the
wheat procured during
RMS 2020-21.

’

First direct
cargo ferry
service between
India, Maldives
flagged off

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

IN LINE with New Delhi’s com-
mitment to Male since June
2019, adirect cargo ferry service
between India and Maldives
commenced on Monday. This is
the first time that a direct cargo
shipping line is connecting the
two neighbouring countries.

The ferry service, which was
announced by PM Narendra
Modi in June 2019 during his
visit to Maldives, was launched
inan e-flag-off ceremony jointly
by MoS (Independent Charge)
Shipping Mansukh Mandaviya
and Minister of Transport and
Civil Aviation of Maldives
Aishath Nahula.

Commencement of the serv-
ice was announced by External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar dur-
ing his virtual meeting with the
Foreign Minister of Maldives
Abdulla Shahid on August 13.

The service will run twice a
month, and will be operated by
Shipping Corporation of India.

Sources said the ferry will
herald direct connectivity for
movement of cargo between
India and Maldives and thereby
boost bilateral trade.

Despite geographical prox-
imity, India is only the fourth
largest trade partner of Maldives.
Maldives imports more from the
UAE, China and Singapore.

“Direct ferry will reduce
transportation cost, provide a
timely, short and cost effective
means of transportation for
goods from India to Maldives
and thereby incentivize more
trade between the two coun-
tries,” a source said.

The ferry has a cold storage
facility, which will allow more
exports from Maldives of tuna
fish and other marine food items.

In March-April this year,
FICCT's Kerala State Council con-
ducted a study on the viability of
aferry service between Indiaand
Maldives. The study found that
for 27 principal import items of
Maldives, India’s share of imports
is well below their potential.

Since Maldives is a 100 per
centimport-dependent country,
improved connectivity between
India and Maldives will help
boost bilateral trade and help
economic activity in Maldives,
already reeling under the disrup-
tion due to Covid-19.

The pandemic has drawn the
world’s attention towards re-
silient supply chains. In May-
June this year, while Maldivian
imports had fallen by 50 per
cent, India became the second
largest exporter to Maldives.
“India has, therefore, proven that
it can provide supply side secu-
rity to the Maldives during such
uncertain times,” the source said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Kafeel Khan
meets Priyanka,
discusses
‘misuse of
security laws’

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 21

WEEKS AFTER he was released
from a jail in UP, where he had
been detained under the
National Security Act (NSA), Dr
Kafeel Khan met Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra in New Delhi on Monday.

Speaking to The Indian
Express after the hour-long
meeting, Khan said he urged
Vadra and the Congress to take
up theissue of alleged misuse of
security laws such as the NSA
and the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

“I'told her I am lucky to have
been released. There are many
others, including 70-80-year-
olds, along with those who were
peacefully protesting against
CAA, NRC or NPR and are cur-
rently injail. Irequested her and
the Congress to continue toraise
the plight of the many social ac-
tivists who are still behind bars
without any evidence because of
misuse of security laws such as
the NSA and UAPA. She assured
me that they will continue to
raise their voice,” said Khan. He
has been staying in Jaipur with
his family since his release.
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Local residents at the
site of the crash.

UTTAR PRADESH
Aircraft crashes
in Azamgarh,
pilot dead

Azamgarh: A four-seater
aircraft crashed in Uttar
Pradesh's Azamgarh on
Monday, leaving a 21-
year-old trainee pilot
dead, officials said, as they
suspected that bad
weather led to the inci-
dent. The aircraft crashed
into an agricultural field
in Kushaha Fariuddinpur
village under the Sarai
Mir police station area
around 11.30 am,
Azamgarh DM Rajesh
Kumar said. The aircraft
belonged to the Centre-
run flying training insti-
tute Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Uran Akademi
(IGRUA), located in
Amethi, its officials con-
firmed. The deceased pi-
lot has been identified as
Konkark Saran. PTI

KERALA
Twomigrant
workerskilled in
quarry blast

Kochi: Two workers were
killed in a blast that oc-
curred at a building adja-
cent to a quarry in
Malayattoor near Kalady
in the wee hours of
Monday, police said. The
incident occurred when
explosives kept at the
building for quarrying ac-
tivities allegedly went off
at 3 am, police said. Two
migrant workers who
were staying in the build-
ing, died in the blast. Their
bodies have been recov-
ered and shifted to a hos-
pital at Angamaly, police
said. PTI

GOA
Lokayuktaasks
ACBtoprobe
‘dustbin scam’

Pangji:  The Goa
Lokayukta has ordered
the state police's Anti-
Corruption Bureau to
start an inquiry into al-
leged irregularities in the
purchase of dustbins for
installation at beaches.
The order came after a
petition by Inacio
Domnick Pereira, who
claimed that RTI docu-
ments obtained by him
showed the state tourism
department paid billstoa
private firm despite dust-
bins not being bought. In
his recent order,
Lokayukta Justice (retd) P
K Misra said the ACB
should conduct a detailed
inquiry to find out
whether the dustbins
were purchased and de-
ployed. PTI
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Ataschool in Guwahati, Monday. Schools across the country opened partially for students of senior classes. P11

Assam partially
reopens schools
for Classes 9 to
12 in two batches

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE ASSAM government on
Monday partially opened
schools for students of Classes 9
to 12, with two batches per day
—9amto12noonand 1 pmto4
pm. Only students who had their
parents’ permission attended.
Assam Secondary Education
director PhanindraJidung told The
Indian Express, “Today we opened
our schools. Today students of
Classes 9 and 12 were supposed
to come — of course, many par-
ents have not allowed and not
given their permission. Tomorrow
Classes 10and 11 will attend.”
According to reports, stu-
dents without masks were not
allowed to enter school. Multiple
teachers that The Indian Express
spoke to said that the students of
each class were further divided
into small groups, and their seat-
ingarrangement was staggered.
In Mizoram, Nagaland and
Meghalaya too, schools have par-
tially opened, with students from
Class9to 12 allowed tovisit school
to clarify their doubts — with per-
mission from their parents.

J&K admn reopens schools
but few students in attendance

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21

THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad-
ministration on Monday for-
mally opened schools for stu-
dents from Class IX to XIL
“Schools reopening tomor-
row (Monday) not for regular
classes but consultation by vol-
unteer secondary students on
consent of parents with 50 per-
cent teachers on roster as per
MHA lockdown 4 guidelines &
Min of health and FW protocols
conveyed by chief secretary &
circulated to DCs/ Directors/
CEOs,” J&K’s Commissioner
Secretary Education, Dr Asghar
Samoon, tweeted on Sunday.
The school education depart-
ment has put the onus of safety
of the children on parents, who
have been asked to sign an un-
dertaking that they “would be
personally responsible” if the stu-
dentacquires Covid-19 infection
and that they would have to pro-
vide masks and hand sanitisers.
Public health experts, how-
ever, warned that this is not the
right time to open schools as
Covid cases have seen a steeprise
in J&K in the last 15 days. For the
lastweek, around 1,500 new cases

Students attend an open class at a government school in
Srinagar on Monday. Shuaib Masoodi

have been reported every day.

Very few students turned up
inschools in Kashmiron Monday.

Schools in the Valley were
virtually shut since August 5 last
year, following the curfew and
shutdown with the abrogation
of special status. They remained
closed in winter on account of
winter vacations, and opened in
March barely for a fortnight be-
fore being closed again due to
the pandemic.

In Jammu, most government
schools saw hardly any students
arriving for subject-related clari-
fications. Most private schools, too,

Classes for first year to start
from Nov 1: UGC to varsities

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

CLASSES FOR first-year students
will start from November, and no
new admissions will be allowed
beyond November 30, according
to the revised academic calendar
approved by the University
Grants Commission (UGC) this
month.

The UGChad firstreleased an
alternative academic calendar
for higher education institutions
on April 29, in which it had pre-
scribed that universities conduct
their final-year or terminal se-
mester examination from July 1
toJuly 15 and declare the results
at the end of the month.

Classes for first-year students
were to begin on September 1.

However, in July, the higher
education regulator revisited the
calendar and mandated all insti-
tutions to conduct final-year or
terminal semester examination
by September-end.

The latest revision has been

All higher education
institutions have been
advised to teach six
days aweek to make
up for lost learning
hours, while breaks
and vacations will

be curtailed

made to the dates meant for
starting classes for first-year stu-
dents. Given the delay in con-
ducting entrance examinations
due to the Covid-19 outbreak,
the UGC has now pushed the
first day of the new academic
session for them from
September 1 to November 1.

“If there is adelay in declara-
tion of results of the qualifying
examinations, the universities
may plan and start the academic
session by 18.11.2020. The teach-
ing-learning process may con-
tinue in offline/ online/ blended
mode,” the UGC's revised guide-

lines state.

All higher education institu-
tions have been advised to teach
six days a week to make up for
the lost learning hours. Breaks
and vacations will also be
curtailed.

“In order to avoid financial
hardship being faced by the par-
ents due to lockdown and re-
lated factors, full refund of fees
be made on account of all can-
cellation of admissions/ migra-
tion of students, up to
30.11.2020, for this very session
asaspecial case,” the guidelines
state.

The UGCguidelines state: “To
be crystal clear, the entire fees,
including all charges, be re-
funded in totality (zero cncella-
tion charges) on account of can-
cellation/ migration up to
30.11.2020. Thereafter, on can-
cellation/ withdrawal of admis-
sions up to 31.12.2020, the entire
fee collected from a student be
refunded in full after deduction
of not more than Rs 1000 as pro-
cessing fee.”

preferred to go with the senti-
ments of parents against reopen-
ing of educational institutions.
Asenior doctor at SKIMS told
The Indian Express, “We under-
stand that the governmentisina
catch-22 situation... Keeping this
in mind, they have perhaps de-
cided to open schools. But from
the public health point of view,
this is not the time to open
schools. But now that they have
opened schools, the government
must ensure that social disci-
pline is maintained.”
-—WITHINPUTS FROM
ARUN SHARMA IN JAMMU

-; SCjunks NLSIU

decisionto
hold separate
-entrance test

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

RULING THAT the Common Law
Admission Test (CLAT) “is both in
the national interest as well as in
the interest of education”, the
Supreme Court on Monday
quashed the notification of the
National Law School of India
University (NLSIU), Bengaluru,on
holding a separate entrance exam
and directed it to admit students
onthe basis of CLAT-2020 results.

The NLSIU held an online
National Law Aptitude Test (NLAT)
onSeptember 12 foradmission to
its BALLB (Hons) Programme.

A bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, R Subhash Reddy and
MR Shah also asked the consor-
tium of National Law Universities
(NLUs)to conduct CLAT-2020 0on
September 28, while “taking all
precautions and care for health
of the students after following
the Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) of the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare and Ministry of Human
Resource Development”.

“To conduct a Common Law
Admission Test for all the law uni-
versities is both in the national in-
terest as well as in the interest of
education...ftwaswithalotof dis-
cussion, deliberation that the
CLAT could come into existence.
We have come a long way with
the CLAT, which has to be further
strengthened and streamlined,”
the Bench said, adding thatacom-
mon test fulfils the twin objectives
of “transparency and merit”.

The court asked the consor-
tium to “ensure that the entire
process of declaration of results be
completed as early as possible to
enable” the NLUs “to start their
course by mid-October”.

The bench was hearing a plea
filed by former NLSIU Vice-
Chancellor R Venkata Rao, chal-

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

CASES:
54,817,580

203

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC

RECOVERED: 43,96,399
DEATHS: 87,882

TESTS: 6,43,92,594 | DOUBLING RATE: 40.21**

KEYSTATES SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* |  TIME**
mMaharashtra |12,08,642 | 20,627 | 1.89% 38.13
mAndhra 6,25,514 7,738 141% 51.07
mTamil Nadu 5,41,993 5,516 1.08% | 66.71
mUttar Pradesh | 3,54,275 5,758 1.83% 39.34
m Delhi 2,46,711 3,812 1.76% 40.84

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

1.60

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASE FATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.64 8.47 86,961
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

8.52

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on September 20, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

93,356

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

As Taj reopens, tourists trickle in: Chinese national is visitor No 1

DIVYAA
AGRA, SEPTEMBER 21

AT 5.39 AM on Monday morn-
ing, with the entry of Chinese na-
tional Liang Chiacheng, the Taj
Mahal got its first visitor since
March.

The six-month Covid-en-
forced break was the longest the
17th Century monument, which
isamong India's most visited and
photographed, had gone with-
out visitors.

On Monday, the tourists
came back, despite the strict pro-
tocol in place, but the numbers
were nowhere close to the
20,000-40,000 daily visitors in
pre-Covid times.

The Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI), which manages the
monument, has decided to allow

only 5,000 visitors a day, in two
batches -- sunrise to noon, and
12.30 pm to sunset. On Monday,
the ASIsaid, 1,235 people visited
the Taj, including 20 foreigners.

In the faint glow of dawn, the
500-metre walk from the desig-
nated car parking to the East Gate
of the Taj offers early hints that
these are different times. The
roadis largely deserted and there
are few takers for the battery-op-
erated rickshaws. The shops on
either side of this road, though
open, are forlorn -- the men be-
hind the counters wear tired
looks, along with their masks.
Though the Taj and this entire
stretch of Tajganj were swinging
back into action after a hiatus of
188 days, the traders know it will
be a while before they can get
back to business as usual.

With physical tickets not al-

1,235 tourists visited the Taj on Monday. Renuka Puri

lowed, the ticket window is shut
and most visitors have e-tickets
on their mobile phones. Visitors
are let in after the mandatory
thermal scanning and sanitising

of hands and feet by staff in PPE
gear. However, after every entry,
the staff has a hard time sanitis-
ing the manual turnstile gates.
Past the gates, the Tajlooks as

stunning, and without the surg-
ing crowds, a touch dreamier.

Groups of young men and
women from Agra and around
pose in front of the facade, tak-
ing the mandatory selfies. Every
slip of a mask or a hand that
lingers for too long on a railing
invites warnings from police-
men on duty.

Among the visitors at the Taj
today are a couple from Delhi
who are here to see the Taj "for
the first time" and a Russian na-
tional who has been stranded in
India since March this year.

"[ was in Jaipur when inter-
national flights were discontin-
ued, and Iwas stuck. I will hope-
fully return in a fortnight as the
situation back home has im-
proved. I thought I mightas well
see the Taj while lam here."

Raj Karan, who does "retail ki

dukandaari", has driven down
from Balia with his wife and two
young children “to witness the
reopening”.

Entry for licensed photogra-
phers has been restricted. Out of
465 photographers operating in-
side the Taj, only 115-odd are be-
ing allowed in, that too, for four
hours ata time.

According to an estimate by
the ASI, the six-month shut-
down has cost the exchequer a
whopping Rs 35 crore.

Says Vasant Swarnkar, Super-
intending Archaeologist, ASIAgra
Circle, “As of now, we are only al-
lowing 5,000 daily visitors to the
Taj. On the first day of reopening,
around 20-25% tickets were sold.
Till things open up to an extent
wherein we exhaust this limit on
adaily basis, we are not thinking of
allowing more people.”

New Delhi

lenging the university’s decision
to conduct a separate test.

Appearing for NLSIU, Senior
Advocate Arvind Datar said it de-
cided to hold a separate entrance
test toavoid a “zero year” in view
of the CLAT getting postponed
repeatedly.

Rejecting this, the court said
“we are not persuaded to accept
the submission that the ‘doctrine
of necessity’ was applicable...”

It said the “UGC, in its guide-
lines dated 29.04.2020, has al-
ready asked all the universities to
modify their academic calendar
for... 2020-21. The UGC being the
body to maintain the standard of
education in the entire country...
the'doctrine of necessity' does not
arise. We thus conclude that be-
ing members of the consortium,
(NLSIU) ought not to have pro-
ceeded with holding a separate
test... nor the academicyear 2020-
21 be required to be declared as
'zeroyear'evenifthe course starts
in mid-October”.

The court agreed with the pe-
titioner that “permitting of home-
based online test could not have
ensured transparency, faimess and
integrity of the examination, espe-
ciallywhen the test was tobe con-
ducted forentrance intoa premier
law university of the country”.

The courtalso noted that NL-
SIU was the first choice for 60 per
cent of those who applied for
CLAT.

“About 69,000 students have
registered for CLAT-2020 -- 60
per cent of 69,000 comes to
41,400. The registration into
NLAT being only 24,603, out of
whichonly 23,225 could appear,
mabkes it clear that a large num-
ber of students who could have
wanted to apply for admission
(in NLSIU) could not even apply
due to shortage of time and tech-
nical requirement,” it said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

9,000 CBSE
students to write
improvement
exams to boost
Class 12 marks

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE CBSE has given Class 12 stu-
dents who wish to increase their
scores the option of writing an
improvement exam along with
those students writing compart-
ment exams.

The Indian Express has learnt
that 9,424 students have regis-
tered for this option. The scores
that these students get in their
improvement exams will be
considered their final scores.
Class 10 students have not been
given this option.

The board was in the midst of
conducting its annual board ex-
aminations when the nationwide
lockdown was imposed, follow-
ing which none of the remaining
papers were conducted. Students
were marked on the basis of are-
vised assessment scheme, taking
aggregates of their marks in pa-
pers which they did write.

The compartment and im-
provement examinations will be
the first physical examinations
conducted by the board since the
lockdown.

A total of 2,37,849 students
have registered for the compart-
ment examinations—1,50,198
from Class 10 and 87,651 from
Class 10. In addition to these,
there are 400 candidates whose
results were not released as they
had written too few exams even
for the revised assessment
scheme and even these students
can write their papers now. For
this purpose, the board has des-
ignated 1,268 examination cen-
tres, of which there are 247 cen-
tres in Delhi.

The examinations will con-
tinue till September 30.

“Wherever possible, students
have been given examination
centres closest to where they are.
Students will not be writing the
exams from their own schools
since we have students who
have changed locations within
the country during the pan-
demic as well and we have tried
to designate them the closest
centres,” said CBSE PRO Rama
Sharma.

Centre says studying
proposals on public
health Bill sent by states

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

ADDRESSING CONCERNS raised
in Lok Sabha over protection to
healthcare workers, Union
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan
said the government it is study-
ing the opinion sent by fourteen
states governments on the pro-
posed National Public Health Bill.

“The government, in the last
three years, has been drafting the
National Public Health Bill... We
gotalegal opinion that we should
seek an opinion from states; now
we have received option from 14
states,” Harsh Vardhan saidin the
backdrop of the passage of
Epidemic Diseases (Amendment)
Bill, 2020 in Lok Sabha.

The reply came after mem-
bers raised concerns that the
amendment only provided pro-
tection to healthcare workers
during the pandemic. “...A law
should be enacted to protect
doctors during all circumstances
and not just during the pan-

demic,” TDP MP Rammohan
Naidu said.

The Health Minister also re-
iterated that the amendment is
an empowering law, where the
states can make their own tem-
porary regulation. “We still don't
know for how long this battle
against the pandemic will go

n... At the beginning of the
pandemic, unfortunately, we
started witnessing stigmatisa-
tion against health care workers;
we also witnessed violence. The
amendment sends a strong mes-
sage against such acts... However,
thisamendment was introduced
asanemergency.Itisanempow-
ering act, where the state can
make temporary regulation,”
he said.

During the debate, BJD MP
Bhartruhari Mahtab, suggested,
that the ambit of the protection
against violence should also be
extended to the police. “The law
gives protection of healthcare
workers. However, it should also
be extended to the police,”
Mahtab said.

Covid victim’s corpse attacked
by rodents, probe ordered

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 21

THE BODY of an 87-year-manin
Indore, who had died of Covid-
19, was on Monday handed over
to his family with bite marks on
his face and toes. Taking cog-
nizance of the matter, Indore
District Collector Manish Singh
has ordered a magisterial probe
under Additional District
Magistrate Ajaydev Sharma.
The deceased, identified as
Naveenchandra Jain, had died on
Sunday while undergoing treat-
ment at a private hospital.
According to the deceased’s
grandson Chetan,
Naveenchandra was rushed to
the hospital about four days ago

when his oxygen level was fluc-
tuating. On Monday morning,
the family was informed that he
had died late on Sunday.
However, when the body was
handed over to the family, they
realised that parts of the corpse
were eaten.

Singh told The Indian Express,
“We have ordered an inquiry to
look into the matter. It is after
this that the negligence, if any,
onthe part of the hospital will be
established...”

Earlier in the day, former CM
Kamal Nath, during the day-long
monsoon session of the Assembly,
urged the state government to set
upacomplaint cell for those deal-
ing with such problems so that
their problems can be directed to
the state government officials.
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Amaravati case:
Andhra govt
moves top court
against HC order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

In a first, two women Naval aviators to be
deployed on warships for flying missions

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE Y S JAGAN Mohan Reddy
government has moved the
Supreme Court against an order
of Andhra Pradesh High Court
regarding an FIR filed at the Anti-
Corruption Bureau’s Guntur
Police Station against a former
state law official and others over
land purchase in Amaravati.

The HChad on September 16
directed that there should be no
coercive steps in furtherance to
the FIR. The court also “stayed”
the “investigation” and directed
that news in regard to the FIR
“shall not be made publicin any
electronic, print or social me-
dia..”

Appealing against this, the AP
government said the FIR was not
under challenge in the matter
and that the order was passed
notonlyin respect of the person
who approached the court but
all the accused.

THE INDIAN Navy announced on
Monday that for the first time,
two women officers will operate
flying missions from warships.
The Navy deploys women staffers
inlogistics and medical wings on-
board fleet tankers, but it will be
for the first time they will be on-
board destroyers and frigates.
The two officers, Sub
Lieutenant (SLt) Kumudini Tyagi
and SLt Riti Singh, are “part of a
group of 17 officers of the Indian
Navy, including four women offi-
cers and three officers of the
Indian Coast Guard (13 officers of
Regular batch and 4 women offi-
cers of Short Service Commission
batch)” who were awarded
“wings” as observers on Monday
ataceremony in Kochi.
Announcing the decision, the
Navy said in a statement: “In yet
another first in the history of
Indian naval aviation, two

Sub Lieutenants Kumudini Tyagi and Riti Singh

women officers have been se-
lected to join as 'Observers'
(Airborne Tacticians) in the heli-
copter stream” and “they would
ineffect, be the first set of women
airborne combatants who would
be operating from warships”.

Sofar, the entry of women of-
ficers wasrestricted to fixed-wing
aircaft that took off and landed
ashore, the Navy said.

On Monday, Rear Admiral
Antony George NM, VSM, Chief
Staff Officer (Training) presented
the awards and coveted wings to
the graduating officers.

Narcotics investigation: NCB to
summon 2 actors for questioning

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE NARCOTICS Control Bureau
(NCB) on Monday said they will
beissuing summons toactors Sara
Ali Khan, Rakul Preet Singh and
designer Simone Khambatta dur-
ing this week.

The three will be called in to
record their statements in connec-
tion with the NCB probe against
the “drug syndicate” that supplied
“narcotics to Bollywood.” The NCB
had claimed that actor Rhea
Chakraborty had named them in
her statement before the agency.
The NCB said they were also likely
to issue summons to another
actor.

NCB Deputy Director KPS
Malhotrasaid, “ Rakul Preet Singh,
Sara Ali Khan and Simone
Khambatta will be summoned

Rakul Preet Singh and Sara
Ali Khan.

this week.” As per NCB,
Chakraborty during her interro-
gation by the NCB between
September 6 and 9 mentioned the
names of the trio. The NCB did not
specify in what connection the
names of the trio had been men-
tioned by Chakraborty whois cur-
rently in Byculla jail.

Further, the NCB will be seek-
ing one day remand of Rhea's
brother Showik and Sushant
Singh Rajput's cook Dipesh
Sawant to question them “ regard-
ing new facts that have been dis-

covered in the investigation”, an
NCB officer said.

Sofarthe agency hasmade 19
arrests inrelation to the FIR regis-
tered to “bust the drug networkin
bollywood”. This FIR is separate
from the one registered against
Rheain connection with the chats
that ED had found on her phone
where she was “discussing nar-
cotics”. In connection with that
case - FIR no 15/20 - the NCB on
Monday had issued summons to
Rajput’s former manager Shruti
Modi and former talent manager
Jaya Saha. The agency said that
based on the chats that Saha had
with Chakraborty and other
Bollywood actors she will be
questioned.

“Based on what she says dur-
ing questioning about these bol-
lywood actors, we will decide on
who else to call for questioning,”
anofficer said.

The Chief Guest also awarded
the ‘Instructor Badge’ to six other
officers, (five from the Indian
Navy includingawomanand an-
other from Indian Coast Guard)
who had successfully graduated
as  Qualified Navigation
Instructors (QNI) on the occa-
sion.The statement quoted Rear
Admiral saying: “The fact that it
is a landmark occasion wherein,
for the first time, women are go-
ingtobe trained in helicopter op-
erations, which would ultimately
pave the way for the deployment
of women in frontline warships

Kangana denies
illegal alterations
in Mumbai office

Mumbai: Actor Kangana Ranaut
on Monday denied
Brihanmumbai ~ Municipal
Corporation (BMC)'s allegation
thatshe had carried out ‘substan-
tial unlawful additions’ alterations
contrary to sanctioned planather
Bandra office, part of which was
demolished on September 9.
The actor on Monday filed a
rejoinder to BMC's additional af-
fidavit to her plea and said, “...1
deny that the unauthorised na-
ture of the said alterations and ad-
ditions (as being contrary to the
sanctioned plan) are established.
[ deny having admitted to doing
any illegal work completed prior
to 7th Septemberand my case has
been misrepresented by the
BMC.” She added that the BMC
had abused the ‘process of law’ by
initiating demolition work and
she could get only 24 hours to re-
spond to the notice. ENS

New Delhi: Awoman fighter pi-
lot will soon join the newly-in-
ducted Rafale fighter fleet as
one of its crew members flying
the multi-role air dominance
aircraft, official sources said on
Monday.

The woman officer has been
flying MiG-21 fighters and was
selected to join the Ambala-
based Golden Arrows squadron
operating the Rafale jets, they
said without divulging her
name. “She was chosen to fly

Woman pilot will join Rafale fleet

Rafale jets following a stringent
selection process. Sheis under-
going training now,” said a
source. The Rafale fleet is cur-
rently undertaking sorties in
Ladakh where Indian and
Chinese troops are locked in a
four-and-half-month-long bit-
ter border row.

“Rafale is the most potent
aircraft and having a woman
pilot among its select crew is
very significant,” said a senior
military official. PTI

of Indian Navy.” It added that of-
ficers of the 91st Regular course
and the 22nd SSC Observer
course were trained in air naviga-
tion, flying procedures, air war-
fare, anti-submarine warfare and
exploitation of airborne avionic
systems.

These officers will serve on-
board Maritime Reconnaissance

and Anti-Submarine Warfare air-
craft of the Indian Navy and
Indian Coast Guard. Lastyear,the
Navy had appointed two women
as pilots for its Dornier aircraft
fleet. The crew of P-8I maritime
patrol aircraft of the Navy too has
women officers. Both operate
from shore-based facilities.
(WITHPTIINPUTS)

ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ANURAG KASHYAP

Richa Chadha initiates legal
action against Payal Ghosh

S

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

ACTOR RICHA Chadha on
Monday said she had “initiated
appropriate legal action” against
actor Payal Ghosh. Ghosh who
had, on September 19, named
Chadha, along with actors Huma
Qureshi and Mabhie Gill, while
making allegations of sexual mis-
conduct against filmmaker
AnuragKashyapinaTVinterview.

Chadha condemned the actof
her name being “unnecessarily
and falsely dragged in a defama-
tory manner into controversies
and allegations being recently
raised by third parties”.

A statement by her advocate
Saveena Bedi Sachar said:
“Though our client (Chadha) be-
lieves that genuinely wronged

Richa
Chadha

women should get justice at all
costs, there are legislations that
are intended to ensure that
women have anequal standingin
theirworkplace and toensure that
they have a cordial workplace in
which their dignity and self-re-
spectis protected. Nowoman can
be allowed to misuse their liber-
ties to harass other women with
unsubstantiated or non-existent,
false and baseless allegations.”

Later, Chadda tweeted that a
soft copy of her legal notice sent
to Ghosh. This was sent after
Ghosh and her representative re-
portedly refused to take delivery
of the hard copy...”

Church cites Sabbath,
Kerala allows 9 students
to take exam after sunset

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 21

INPERHAPS A FIRST for the state,
the CPM-led Kerala government
has allowed a religious group a
special concession in the exam
calendar on the grounds of reli-
gion. Following the order, nine
Class 12 students belonging to the
Seventh-Day Adventist Church
will give their state board ‘im-
provement’ exams after sunset
on coming Saturday, after the end
of Sabbath marked by the group.
The order was issued by the
Director of PublicInstruction, act-
ing on a petition by the Christian
Pentecostal Church to the state
government to reschedule the
improvement exams of higher
secondary slated for September
6. The Seventh-Day Adventist
Church holds Sabbath from
Friday evening to Saturday
evening every week (set aside as
aday for rest and worship).
Around 55,000 students are
expected tosit for higher second-
ary improvement exams in
Maths, Biology and Computer
Science. While the others will give
their exams during the day, the
nine Seventh-Day Adventist
Churchmembers will enteraspe-
cial exam hall at Government

Higher Secondary School,
Sadanandapuram, Kollam,at9.30
amand stay there till 6 pm, when
the Sabbath ends and their exams
willbegin. They won't be allowed
any communication with others
during this time.

“Itis a worldwide practice
that we don’t work or do any sec-
ular activity during Sabbath day
Saturday. Come what may, we
don’t write exams or do any work
on Saturday. So far, successive
governments had promised us
exemptions, but officials failed to
keep their word. For the first
time, this year we have gotan or-
der exempting us from giving ex-
ams during Sabbath,” said
Seventh-Day Adventist Church
spokesperson pastor ] Tito
Arattukulam.

In 2016, the Karnataka High
Court had rejected a petition by
the Seventh-Day Adventist
Church to reschedule local uni-
versity exams slated for Saturday.
The court had cited several
Supreme Court judgments say-
ing that the right to freely profess,
practise and propagate religion
under Article 25(1) of the
Constitution was subject to pub-
lic order, morality, health and
other provisions. The court had
also noted that the government
ofIndiadoes notinclude Sabbath
inits list of official festivals.

Ref. No. - IGNTU/Rec. Cell/T-01/2020

By | Indira Gandhi National Tribal University

(A Central University Established by an Act of Parliament)
Amarkantak, Distt. Anuppur, M.P.-484887

Advertisement for Teaching Positions

Date- 07.09.2020

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL
TERRITORY OF DELHI TRANSPORT
DEPARTMENT : OPERATIONS BRANCH
5/9, UNDER HILL ROAD, DELHI-110054.

PUBLIC NOTICE

HIGH SECURITY REGISTRATION PLATE

(HSRP) & COLOUR CODED STICKER ON OLD

VEHICLES REGISTERED IN NCT OF DELHI

foeR oier |ar STE
15, 98® 9 (et AS), F2A1-800001

Applications are invited from eligible candidates (Indian citizens
and overseas citizens of India) for various teaching positions at all
levels. Candidates are required to apply online in the prescribed
format through http://igntu.ac.in/recruitment.htm. Minimum
Qualification, Experience, Reservation, Relaxation in Age,
Emoluments, Age of Superannuation and other service conditions
are prescribed by the University/UGC/Gol and available at the
website concerned. The last date of submission of online
Applications is 06.10.2020 and last date of receiving the hardcopy of
the application is 20.10.2020. The University will not be responsible
for any postal delay. Candidates are advised to visit the University
website www.igntu.ac.in for details of the posts, terms and
conditions and regularly check the website for updates.

Registrar

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL - Ill, DELHI

4TH FLOOR, JEEVAN TARA BUILDING,
PARLIAMENT STREET, NEW DELHI: 110 001

Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial
Institutions Act. 1993 read with Rule 12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal

(Procedure Rules) 1993).
In the matter of 0A No. 279/2019

INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK VERSUS  SHRI PRATEEK MISHRA
To Applicant Defendants

CICFEED W D-1|Sh. Prateek Mishra S/o Radhe Bihari, R/0 K-318, Govind Nagar, Kanpur - 208 011,
R o Uttar Pradesh Also at: H. No. K/581, Govind Nagar,Kanpur - 208 011, Uttar Pradesh,
HRED -;5 qﬁ ki I?{iai %71' SIS g J q‘&gﬂ Edl Also at: 124-B, Govind Nagar Tehsil, Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, Also at: C-33, 4th Floor,
Twifera fafar frerem &:- Rohit Kunj, Pitampura, Delhi - 110034
. W.| fasmm dwn e T AW ufter ot gwfea fafx Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case against you and whereas it has
1. |04/2019 WEEH NI (FitE) 12.12.2020 TE 13.12.2020 been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in ordinary
n way. Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make appearance in
2 |03/2020 HETTH A (SFAF) | 03.04.2021 T 04.04.2021 this Tribunal 20.11.2020 at 10.30 A.M.
3. |07/2020 e I (3fE) 10.04.2021 TH 11.04.2021 Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above-mentioned day before this
4. |08/2020 TR NI (FitF) 17.04.2021 TS 18.04.2021 Tribunal, the case will be heard and decided in your absence.
- Due to ongoing Pandemic situation, all the matters will be taken up through Video
5. [08/2020 were st (fora) 24.04.2021 Te 25.04.2021 Conferencing and for that purpose: -

oI e 04/2019, WeEE IfE=A (ifyR) wt aden gd @i %

3TFER f&F 20.03.2021 e 21.03.2021 1 FeiRa off | 39 formmoe &1 wden

3TATET I ST FEAT © | Ferarsd 36 aiet &1 faf § afted= foran
ERGES

T/~

wgw Wiaa-we-udten free,

faer wier dam @, ve

(1) All the Advocates/Litigants shall download the Cisco Webex application/ software;

(i) Meeting ID and Password for the next date of hearing qua cases to be taken by
Registrar/Recovery Officer-l/and Recovery Officer-II shall be available one day prior to the
next date at DRT Official Portal i.e. drt.gov.in under the Public Notice Head.

(iii) In any exigency qua that, the Advocates/Litigants can contact the concerned official at
Ph. No. 23748469.

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 17th day of Sept., 2020.

By order of the Tribunal
Assistant Registrar, DRT-1Il, New Delhi

requirement

vehicles.

vehicles.

delay.

1. General Public is hereby informed that the installation of High
Security Registration Plate (HSRP) including the third
registration mark (Colour coded sticker) on new and old
vehicles registered in NCT of Delhi is a mandatory

2. The Transport Department has authorized the dealers of the
OEMs to affix Colour coded sticker and HSRP on all old

The owners of old/existing vehicle are advised to approach
their concerned Dealers (of their vehicle's make) for getting
affixed High Security Registration Plate (HSRP) including the
third registration mark(Colour coded sticker) on their

4. The vehicle owners who fail to get the Colour coded sticker
(third registration mark) and HSRP affixed on their vehicles
are liable for prosecution under Motor Vehicle Act, 1988 and
CMV Rules, 1989.

5. The Transport Department will start an enforcement drive
soon, and therefore all such vehicles owners are advised for
affixation of Colour coded sticker and HSRP without any

6. The list of all dealers is available at Transport Department
Website http//transport.delhi.gov.in

DIP/Shabdarth/0320/20-21

Deputy Commissioner(Operations)

Sd/-

Careers
NATIONA(IE I:Efllk;l'llll.ldz‘EkRS) LIMITED

CIN : L74899DLI974G01007417
A-11, Sector -24, Noida - 201301 Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.
Phone: 0120-2412294, 2412445, Fax: 0120-2412397

Advertisement No. 01(Contractual)/2020 Date: 22.09.2020
REQUIRES

Consultant (Sales & Distribution) on contract basis initially for a period
of six months. Age limit shall not exceed 62 years as on 01.09.2020.
Detailed advertisement is available at NFL website
www.nationalfertilizers.com— Careers — Recruitment in NFL —
Engagement of Consultant (Sales & Distribution). Last date of receipt
of application is 01.10.2020

Any corrigendum/addendum /errata for this recruitment shall be
published only on the NFL's website.

Dy. General Manager (HR)
NFL : FARMER'S FRIEND, NATION'S PRIDE

MORMUGAO PORT TRUST

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT
HEADLAND SADA, MORMUGAO, GOA

CONTRACT APPOINTMENT

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for engaging
three ‘Trainee Pilots’ purely on contract basis, in Marine
Department of Mormugao Port Trust, Headland Sada, Goa on
an consolidated remuneration of Rs. 90,000/- p.m. during
training period and in the range between Rs. 1,15,000/- and Rs.
1,75,000/- p.m. based on carrying pilotage duty according to
the tonnage of vessels, after completion of training period.

The last date for receipt of application complete in all respect
is 13/10/2020. For other details visit our website
https://www.mptgoa.gov.in
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Sd/-
(S.P. MOHAN KUMAR)
SECRETARY (i/c)

0SB

State Bank of India

Central Recruitment & Promotion Department Corporate Centre, Mumbai
Phone: 022-22820427; Fax: 022-22820411

Recruitment of Specialist Cadre Officers

Applications are invited from Indian citizens for the following posts on regular/contractual basis:

Sr. Post Nature of Engagement Vacancy Advertisement No.

1 Data Protection Officer Contractual 1 CRPD/SCO-DP0/2020-21/23
2 Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship Contractual 5 CRPD/PDRF/2020-21/24
3 Risk Specialist- Sector (Scale-Ill) Regular 5

4 Risk Specialist- Sector (Scale-Il) Regular 5

5 Portfolio Management Specialist (Scale-Il) Regular 3

6 Risk Specialist- Credit (Scale-II) Regular 2 CRPD/SCO-RMD/2020-21/21
7 Risk Specialist- Credit (Scale-Il) Regular 2

8 Risk Specialist- Enterprise (Scale-Il) Regular 1

9 Risk Specialist- IND AS (Scale-II1) Regular 4

10 Deputy Manager (Data Scientist) Regular 11

11 Manager (Data Scientist) Regular 11 CRPD/SCO/2020-21/22
12 Deputy Manager (System Officer) Regular 5

13 Data Trainer Regular 1

14 Data Translator Regular 1

15 Senior Consultant Analyst Regular 1 CRPD/5C0/2020-21/25
16 AGM (Enterprise & Technology Architecture) Regular 1

17 Deputy Manager (Security) Regular 28

18 Manager (Retail Products) Regular 5 CRPD/5C0/2020-21/26

details before applying and remitting fees.

Place: Mumbai
Date: 18.09.2020

Eligibility criteria (age, qualification, experience, etc.), requisite fees and other details are available under the detailed advertisement mentioned
above on Bank's website https://bank.sbi/careers OR https://www.sbi.co.in/careers along with a link for online submission of application as
well as online payment of application fee. Candidates are advised to go through the detailed advertisement ensuring their eligibility and other

Date For Filing Online Application & Payment Of Fees: 18.09.2020 To 08.10.2020
For any query, please write to us through link "CONTACT US" — "Post Your Query” which is available on Bank's website
https://bank.sbi/careers/psq.htm?action=pquery OR https://sbi.co.in/careers /psq.htm?action=pquery)

(URL -

General Manager
(CRPD)

New Delhi
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WORDLY WISE
'WE ARE AT LAST BEGINNING TO RELEGATE TO THE
HISTORY BOOKS THE IDEA OF THE TOKEN WOMAN.
— RUTH BADER GINSBERG

ThelndianEXPRESS

» FOUNDED By «»

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

PPIERCING THE VEIL

Transactions red-flagged to US financial watchdog point to
important gaps inIndia’s regulatory architecture

INVOLVES US ALL

N ONGOING INVESTIGATION by The Indian Express in collaboration with 109

media organisations in 88 countries teamed up with the International

Consortium of Investigative Journalists and BuzzFeed News has revealed how

financial transactions by Indian citizens and firms have been red-flagged to
the top US financial watchdog, the Treasury Department’s Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN), for possible money laundering, financial fraud or drug dealing. These
cross-country investigations are based on suspicious activity reports (SARs) by compliance
officers in financial institutions, on transactions that involve clients with high-risk profiles,
or past brushes with the law. The sheer scale of the revelations raises troubling questions: To
whatextent are the Indian investigative agencies aware of these suspicious transactions that
involve Indian citizens and firms? Considering that 44 Indian banks, both public and private,
have been named, did these banks report these particular transactions, and flag them to the
Financial Intelligence Unit-India (FIU-IND)? Given their cross-border nature, was the bank-
ing sector regulator — the Reserve Bank of India — also notified about them? Considering the
seriousness of the allegations — the details of banking transactions indicate round-tripping,
money laundering or dealings with shell companies — are they under the lens of the inves-
tigative agencies in India?

The suspicious activity reports (SARs) are documents filed by financial institutions, from
banks to money exchanges and security brokers, to US authorities to report suspicious trans-
actions. Such transactions have to be reported within 30 days of occurrence. While they
themselves are not evidence of illegality, the SARs nonetheless serve as signals to alert regu-
lators and authorities regarding possible irregular activities — any form of dirty money, po-
tential money laundering activities, terror financing or transactions that raises suspicion. The
files allude to at least $2 trillion being flagged as possible evidence of money laundering or
other criminal activity between 1997-2017. Considering that international banks have, dur-
ing this period, been warned and heavily fined by regulators for failing to inform them of sus-
picious transactions or for letting “dirty money” slip through, their continued occurrence,
despite apparent checks and balances in the system, is worrying.

This Indian Express investigation follows other probes such as the Swiss Leaks in 2015, the
Panama Papersin 2016, and the Paradise Papers in 2017, all of which have served to pierce the
veil of secrecy shrouding cross-border capital flows by Indian firms and citizens. Considering
thatin most of the cases uncovered in this investigation, the domestic branches of Indian banks
were used toeither receive or remit funds, the revelations signal a continuing laxity in the cur-
rentregulatory architecture in India. This raises grave questions over not just the investigative
agencies but the entire regulatory apparatus. The government needs to address the gaps.

THE WRONG ANSWER

Proposal to impose guidelines on digital media raises important
questions. It would constrict freedom of expression

HE SUDARSHAN TV courtroom drama continues, with the Supreme Court seek-

ing the Centre’s views on regulating media. In its reply, the government urged

the court to restrict itself to the matter at hand — the false and socially inflam-

matory content of the ‘Bindas Bol’ programme — and not lay down any further
guidelines for the entire mainstream media. So far so reasonable. But if the court wished to
gobeyond that point, the government added, it should begin with digital media. This is prob-
lematic on several counts. The first step towards regulation is licensing, Digital media is the
only form of public communications permitted to operate without a licence, and has used
this freedom to proliferate its influence. The government sees its influence as a problem, since
unrest can be triggered by viral internet communications much more easily than by printor
television programming. But using an umbrella term like “digital media” is problematic, too,
since it covers a variety of media, from social media and websites to personal blogs. Should
a citizen’s blog be subject to licensing, or her tweet-line? Such an interpretation of digital
media would severely constrict the freedom of expression.

Besides, if virality is perceived to be the problem, media producers are incapable of induc-
ing it themselves. Sudarshan TV needs the accelerators of Google, YouTube and Instagram,
and the social supercolliders of Facebook, Twitter and WhatsApp. This is a discrete issue,
which has nothing to do with media creators, and should be addressed separately. The par-
liamentary standing committee on information technology is already engaged with social me-
diacompanies. Deepening that process would urge them to invest more in networkintegrity
and put the brakes on the virality of problematic content.

Content creators are subject to the very same laws that govern legacy media. For instance,
libel is libel, whether it is committed online or offline. So the periodic urge to bring digital
media under a licensing regime must be viewed with suspicion. During Smriti Irani’s tenure
at the Information and Broadcasting Ministry,a committee was set up to examine the ques-
tion of regulating digital news media. Nothing came of it, following resistance from the in-
dustry. An extra hazard is involved in news, since all legacy media, even radio stations, have
astronginternet presence. Regulating the digital side would amount to adding a layer of reg-
ulation to the whole enterprise, by the back door. Over the years, it has been generally agreed
thatthe media should regulate itself and there are already many — too many;, in fact — IPC sec-
tions that serve to threaten, chill or punish. In ademocracy, the media doesn’t need another
set of commandments.

JUSTICE FOR EQUALITY

Both as lawyer and US Supreme Court judge, Ruth Bader
Ginsburg furthered equality before law, and of opportunity

N 1960, US Supreme Court judge Felix Frankfurter was instrumental in denying a

young lawyer a job as a supreme court clerk — he refused to work withawoman. In

fact, Ruth Bader Ginsburg found it hard to find a job at any prestigious law firm, de-

spite being a graduate of both Columbia and Harvard law schools. Since then, her jour-
ney, both as a lawyer and a Supreme Court judge, was marked by milestones, each another
step towards equality before law, and of opportunity. Her death last week has sparked a po-
litical storm — defying convention, President Donald Trump and Republicans in the US Senate
are trying to nominate and confirm her successor, a conservative jurist in all likelihood, inan
election year.

As alawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union, Ginsburg led the charge in a series of
cases that guaranteed greater gender equality, including equal pay and abortion rights. As a
judge, she was known as much for her judgments as her dissenting opinions. In United States
v Virginia, Ginsburg wrote the majority opinion, which ended the Virginia Military Institute’s
men-only admission policy. In Bush v Gorein 2000, her eloquence then was substituted with
the impact of brevity. She wrote, simply, “I dissent”.

Unlike in India, there is no retirement age for an American Supreme Court judge. It may
appear, then, that if Trump succeeds in appointing a conservative replacement for Ginsburg,
many of the principles she fought for could be under threat. The antidote to that pessimism
may lie in some of the tributes to her. Photos of girls and young women dressed as Ginsburg
for Halloween, or a school function have flooded the internet. Thanks in large part to her life-
time of work, they will find it a lot easier to follow in Ginsburg's footsteps.

N

Railroading the bill

Betrayal of procedure in Parliament is not just about
technicalities. Deference to process builds trust

PrATAP BHANU MEHTA

THE INDIAN PARLIAMENT is quickly moving
from being the custodian of the dignity of
legislation to being a site for the acclamation
of authoritarianism. Admittedly, Parliament
has had an uneven history, sometimes rising
to its democratic mandate; at other times,
debasing itself. But if the events of the last
few days are any guide, the Indian temple of
democracy will continue to be ground into
the dust. It is important to understand two
contexts that frame the current crisis.

The first is the context of Parliament it-
self. Three simple procedural matters are the
cornerstone of parliamentary practice. The
first is Question Hour, which was unneces-
sarily suspended, using the pandemic as an
excuse. Even in taking that decision, the
Speaker did not accede to the demand for a
division. The second is referring bills to com-
mittees. Past governments have taken the
short cut of not referring bills to standing
committees. But it is good legislative prac-
tice to let committees have a close look at
bills and suggest amendments. This can be
done in a time-bound manner. It is increas-
ingly the case with important pieces of leg-
islation that they are not being either referred
to committees, nor are they being fully de-
bated in Parliament. The third and most im-
portantis “division.” Ifamember of a House
asks for a division of votes, the Speaker needs
to grant it. The Speaker can refuse under
some circumstances, but even then he has
to take something like an informal head-
count vote before refusing division.

The second context is substantive. The
government has an ambitious agenda. There
are three bills relating to agriculture that have
occasioned serious protests. There are three
far-reaching pieces of legislation pertaining
to labour reform. This is not the occasion to
discuss the merits of these bills. But each of
these bills can be improved and crafted in
ways that make them more the object of con-
sensus. But itis exactly this opportunity that
the government wants to short circuit.

On Sunday, the bills pertaining to agricul-
ture were debated. What does the deputy
chairperson doin the Rajya Sabha? After the
debate, he refuses a division. This is a trav-

The bills pertaining to the
APMC can be defended. A
lot of the farmers’ legitimate
fears have less to do with the
text and more with the
context: The fear that, in a
fiscal crunch, MSP will be
rolled back or procurement
curtailed. There is genuine
uncertainty over what
private procurement will
mean. Will it mean greater
corporate power over
farmers, possibly unhealthy
monopolies or duopolies?
Will they be harder to
negotiate with than a state
monopoly? These questions
require less of a resolution in
abill, but trustina
government’s overall
trajectory. Similarly in the
case of labour, can a
government be trusted that
hastily rushed ordinances,
and whose bills contain
clauses that negate any
protection for workers?

esty of Parliament. It is railroading a bill
through, not onits deliberated merits, but on
the sheer dint of power. The government has
a majority. What would it have lost if it had
paid some due deference to form, by allow-
ing more deliberation in a committee? By al-
lowing a division we would at least record
where each member of Parliament stood on
a question of monumental importance. It is
unlikely that the bill would have been
stopped.

Previous governments have also ridden
roughshod over federalism. But the simple
point is that referring it to acommittee could
have atleast allowed the exploration of other
possibilities. Itis also possible thatin the case
of the APMC, a more creative solution could
have been found for concerns of the states,
like an opt-out clause for them. Given that
the government has the numbers, its parlia-
mentary strategy is not simply to win. Itis to
show that it can pretty much do anything
with impunity. Predictably, unruly behav-
iour by the Opposition followed. But when
impunity is procedure, insolence will follow.

This column (‘Don’t call it reform’, IE, May
12) has highlighted the huge stakes in labour
reform. The government has introduced
three pieces of legislation. Some of the con-
tent is worth pursuing, but some clauses are
frightening. For instance, one of the bills, the
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code 2020 has lots of detail. We
need to examine whether it fulfils the twin
objectives of both protecting workers and
being compliance-friendly at the same time.
This is not an easy circle to square. But what
raises suspicion is Clause 127.1t states, for ex-
ample, that “the appropriate government
may, by notification, direct that all or any pro-
visions of the Code or the rules or regulations
thereunder shall not apply in relation to any
establishments or class of establishments.”
Further, it states that “where the state gov-
ernment is satisfied in the public interest that
itis necessary to create economic opportuni-
ties and employment activities, it may by no-
tification exempt and subject to such condi-
tions as it may think fit, any new factories or
class of factories from all or any of the provi-

sions of this code...” In short, the Labour
Safety Code gives blanket powers to any state
government to suspend the code!

There is an irony here. Federal flexibility
is a tool deployed when convenient. We
seem to not want to give it to states when it
comes to farmers. But we give it to them, in
the most unrestrained manner possible,
when it comes to the interest of capital
against labour. The common thread here
seems to be that the hurried interests of cor-
porate India take precedence over farmers
and labour, rather than a well negotiated so-
cial contract between all three. Perhaps there
isagood argument to be made here. But that
is precisely the point. More discussion and
nuance would have built more trust.

Alot of the success of these bills depends
on trust and consensus. The bills pertaining
to the APMC can be defended. A lot of the
farmers’ legitimate fears have less to do with
the text and more with the context: The fear
that, in a fiscal crunch, MSP will be rolled
back or procurement curtailed. There is gen-
uine uncertainty over what private procure-
ment will mean. Will it mean greater corpo-
rate power over farmers, possibly unhealthy
monopolies or duopolies? Will they be
harder to negotiate with than a state monop-
oly? These questions require less of a reso-
lution in a bill, but trust in a government’s
overall trajectory. Similarly in the case of
labour, can a government be trusted that
hastily rushed ordinances, and whose bills
contain clauses that negate any protection
for workers?

So the betrayal of procedure in
Parliament is not just about technicalities.
Some deference to process can build trust
because it is a sign of a government that lis-
tens. At least on the APMC this was a possi-
bility. Let us hope on labour bills there is more
reasoned deliberation. Parliamentary prac-
tice will not be able to knit an enduring social
contract between labour, capital and farm-
ersifit does notinspire confidence. We are on
the road to being an oligarchy.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

LET'S DEFINE TH
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Basic structure doctrine is vague, open to interpretations of individual judges

AANKHI GHOSH

A TOWERING name in India’s legal history,
His Holiness Kesavananda Bharati, passed
away last week. His name is synonymous
with the famous doctrine of basic structure
propounded by the Supreme Court, which
continues to be venerated by judicial minds
andis recurrently applied in significant cases.

The crux of the doctrine lies in fixing the
extent of amendatory powers exercised by
Parliament. The doctrine holds that there are
certain implied limitations on Parliament’s
amending power although these are not ex-
plicitly mentioned. It was held that
Parliament cannot touch certain parts of the
Constitution that are fundamental to democ-
racy, even with the consent of electoral su-
permajorities at the Centre and states as also
by following the procedure established by
law. In the absence of any certainty as to
what the “basic structure” consists of and
only vague parameters to deduce the same,
itis left to the wisdom of the SCjudges to de-
cide upon it on a case to case basis.

The aim of the judiciary behind pro-
pounding this doctrine was understandably
to save democracy from the hands of atyran-
nical few and pre-empt a dictatorial on-
slaught on fundamental rights. This laudable
aim was defeated within two years of the
judgment when Indira Gandhi pulled India
into an abyss by suspending all fundamental
rights. The judiciary that was expected to
save democraticideals, by applying weapons
such as the doctrine of basic structure, failed
the citizens completely.

The basic structure doctrine was coined

The introduction of Article
15(5) necessitated even
private unaided educational
institutions to implement
reservations. However, it
exempted minority
institutions, even if
government-aided, from the
policy. This was certainly not
the intention of the framers
of the Constitution. All this
begs the question: Which
static constitutional
principles is the basic
structure doctrine trying to
protect, when the
Constitution has been
amended 104 times?

in 1973 — it has been applied prospectively
— by which time crucial elements of the orig-
inal Constitution had already been compro-
mised. In the intervening period of the adop-
tion of the Constitution in 1950 and the
country’s first election in 1951, several cru-
cial fundamental rights were ravaged witha
tearing urgency vide the First Amendment
— therights to property and free speech and
expression were heavily diluted. Since the
basic structure has now frozen PartIll of the
Constitution as it stood on its date of delivery,
these valuable aspects of democracy cannot
now be debated by Parliament, let alone be
altered while the doctrine prevails in the ju-
dicial books.

Even after the birth of the doctrine, the
structure of the Constitution has been regu-
larly tweaked to accommodate judicial ide-
ology and morality. Newer features have
been constantly added to this premium list
that is “basic”, giving them the immunity
that the basic structure enjoys. The Right to
Education was introduced by the 86th
amendment in the form of Article 21A. A pol-
icy decision such as this involves significant
public expenditure and has serious political
and electoral ramifications such as the finan-
cial viability of running low-cost private
schools. The provision may require discus-
sions regarding certain modifications and
consequent amendments to suit the coun-
try’s changing needs. However, its position
in the Fundamental Rights chapter has
placed it out of Parliament’s reach.

The amendment of Article 15 in 2006

was another major jolt to the Fundamental
Rights chapter that surprisingly passed the
Supreme Court’s basic structure review. The
introduction of Article 15(5) necessitated
even private unaided educational institu-
tions to implement reservations. However,
it exempted minority institutions, even if
government-aided, from the policy. This was
certainly not the intention of the framers of
the Constitution. All this begs the question:
Which static constitutional principles is the
basic structure doctrine trying to protect
when the Constitution has been amended
104 times?

The Court fairly recently relied on the ba-
sic structure to strike down the 99th consti-
tutional amendment act, which sought to set
up a National Judicial Accountability
Commission to replace the appointment of
judges by the Collegium system. This, despite
the Bill being passed by two third majorities
of both Houses of Parliament and 20 state
legislatures

The doctrine has put the judiciary in the
exact position of unlimited power that it
sought to prevent Parliament from occupy-
ing. It is certainly important for the
Constitution to have certain non-negotiable
principles but the same must be narrow and
comprehensively identified. In the quest to
protect democracy from the hands of elected
parliamentary representatives, it is unac-
ceptable to place it entirely in the hands of
an unelected judiciary.

The writer is a Supreme Court advocate

SEPTEMBER 22,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

ANDHRA CONG DRAMA

THE ANDHRA PRADESH cabinet held a half-
hour meeting, the first in 30 days, but not
before a day of high drama. First the 15 dis-
sident ministers abstained from the Cabinet
meeting at 10 am and later attended one in
the evening on instructions from Congress
(I) high command. It is believed that the
embattled Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh M Chenna Reddy informed the
high command of the dissidents’ absten-
tion. It was a moment of irony for the dissi-
dents who had this morning demonstrated
their resolve to continue their fight against
the CM. But one telephone call from Delhi

and they walked back into the cabinet.
Political observers were not sure what to
make of the day’s developments.

ORISSA FLOODED

THE MAHANADI RIVER breached its em-
bankments at four places in Banki subdivi-
sion of Orissa’s Cuttack district. The Malouni
river has also breached its embankments at
Puri district. Official records put the death
toll in the current floods at 203.

PILGRIMS DEFIANT
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE congregated at
Puri to have a dip at the holy sea on the aus-

New Delhi

picious occasion of Baman Dwadasi Day, ig-
noring repeated warnings over the Cuttack
station of the All India Radio of widespread
disruption of road and rail communication
by floods.

PLAY GOES ON

THE INFORMATION AND Broadcasting
Minister Vasant Sathe has failed in his cam-
paign to stop Vijay Tendulkar’s play,
Ghasiram Kotwal, from being staged at an
International theatre festival in Berlin. The
government has decided to let the theatre
group participate in the festival against the
wishes of Sathe as well as the Shiv Sena.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The Taiwan Straits is by no means a place that separatists can act recklessly.
If Taiwan authorities try, they will definitely be met with the mainland's military

solutions.”

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

UN and the new multilateralism

Current political fragmentation may augur poorly for India’s upcoming two-year tenure at UNSC. But it
could also be opportunity to restructure Delhi’s traditional approach to UN

RRENPN MANDALA

BY C RAJA MOHAN

THIS WEEK OUGHT to have been a moment of
celebration for the United Nations — the 75th
anniversary of its founding. But the pandemic
has robbed the UN of all cheer. In a normal
September, world leaders would be zipping
through New York city creating innumerable
traffic jams and running into each otherin the
UN lobby.

Thanks to the corona crisis, hardly any
president or prime minister is showing up this
year in New York, which is also one of the
worst-affected cities in the United States. Even
President Donald Trump, a native of New York,
is not travelling in from nearby Washington.
He will address the UN, like many other world
leaders including Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, through pre-recorded video statements.

The missing buzz at the UN isarguably less
important than the fact that the coronavirus
has exposed the structural weakness of the
system that was set up amidst the ruins of the
Second World War. Put simply, the UN has
been unable to respond effectively to the once-
in-a-century global crisis triggered by the
coronavirus.

Atthe UN Security Council, China blocked
aserious discussion on the origin and sources
of the crisis. While the World Health
Organisation did move a bit in that direction,
the US was not satisfied with the outcome and
walked out of the forum.

Those who view the UN through the real-
ist prism are not surprised. If you cut through
the collectivist rhetoric of the UN, it was
meant, by design, to be a concert of great pow-
ers who had a permanent seat in the Security
Council. In other words, cooperation among
the great powers was the precondition for its
success in the security arena.

Barring a brief decade after the collapse
of the Soviet Union, collective security has
been hard to come by. During the Cold War,
Washington and Moscow were at each
other’s throats and the UNSC was dead-
locked. During the brief unipolar moment of
the 1990s, post-Soviet Russia was willing to
acquiesce to the sweeping US agenda for
global security. China, which was getting its
internal act together after the Tiananmen up-
rising of 1989, was feeling its way around
multilateral institutions and avoided any
challenge to the US and West.

Allthatbegan to change in the first decade
of the millennium, when Russia and China be-
gan to offer resistance to US dominance. By
the dawn of the third decade, the conflict be-
tween the US on the one hand and Chinaand
Russia on the other has become full-blown.
To make matters more complicated, the West
itself is divided. Despite the enduring post-
War alliances, there is a growing divergence
between Washington and its European part-
ners on many global issues.

Some of the differences between the US
and the other powers will be very visible this
week on the Iran question. Although he has

walked out of the nuclear deal with Iran,
Trump wants to continue the UN sanctions on
Iran. Other powers, including the US's allies in
Europe, are not willing to follow the American
lead on this.

The discord between the US and its
European partners underlines the problem
withviewing the world through the traditional
East-West prism. Norisit useful to think of the
debatesinthe UN asacontest between the US
and the rest. The US has never been more di-
vided within itself on global issues as it is to-
day. Rejection of post-War multilateralism and
post-Cold War globalism is at the heart of
Trump’s “America First” foreign policy. Trump’s
Democraticrival in thisyear's presidential elec-
tion, Joe Biden, wants to put multilateralism at
the very heart of his administration’s foreign
policy. If Trump argues that multilateral insti-
tutions have not served America’s interests,
Biden insists that multilateralism is the most
sensible means to pursue US interests. Biden
has promised tore-join the nuclear agreement
with Iran, albeit with new conditions, put the
US back in the global coalition to limit climate
change, and return to the WHO.

Ifyou are a pessimist, the current political
fragmentation augurs poorly for India’s two-
year tenure at the UNSC starting next January.
If you are an optimist, this is an opportunity
to restructure India’s traditional approach to
the UN. And if you are an activist, there are
huge possibilities for enhancing India’s mul-
tilateral standing.

To succeed, though, Delhi must come to
terms with a number of propositions. First, it
should shed the illusion, cultivated since the
50th anniversary of the UN in 1995, that the
expansion of the permanent membership of
UNSC, with or without veto, is within reach.
UNSC reform is unlikely to happen soon.

Second, India’s own experience during the
Cold War points to the fact that the UNis a lot
more than the Security Council. While the
UNSC was dysfunctional, India developed a
multilateral agenda of its own — from de-
colonisation and disarmament toa new inter-
national economicorder —and mobilised con-
siderable political support for it. Not all of
India’s efforts were successful during the Cold
war, but the past underlines the possibilities
for shaping the global discourse in the present.

Third, while promoting big ideas is excit-
ing, Delhi can’t lose sight of the basic rela-

In writing the new rules and
reshaping the global order,
India needs to strengthen its
recent turn to a more
dynamic coalition building.
While reclaiming its role in
the Non-Aligned Movement,
Delhi has also joined the
European alliance for
multilateralism. India also
knows that much of the new
rule-makingis likely to take
place outside the UN. That is
where India’s new
engagement with the US on
building like-minded
coalitions acquires much
significance.

CR Sasikumar

tionship between national interest and mul-
tilateralism. The primary objective of India’s
present multilateralism must be to ensure
its territorial integrity, especially at a time
when China and Pakistan have mounted a
massive effort to internationalise the
Kashmir question.

The question is not merely about playing
defence, but also leveraging multilateralism
to serve India’s interests. In the last few years,
Delhi has worked mechanisms like FATF to
mount pressure on Pakistan to stop support-
ing cross-border terrorismin India.

On both the issues of terrorism and
Kashmir, China, once viewed as India’s natu-
ral partner in the multilateral arena, has
turned out to be the problem. The US and the
West, traditionally viewed as part of the prob-
lem, are now helping India fend off the secu-
rity challenges in the multilateral arena.

Fourth, beyond the issues of peace, there
is the big challenge of protecting India’s pros-
perity amidst the unfolding economic, tech-
nological and environmental disruptions. The
rules governing all these areas are now up for
asignificant overhaul. As India learnt from its
1970s experience with the nuclear non-prolif-
eration regime, once the rules are set, it is
rather hard to change them.

Fifth, in writing the new rules and reshap-
ing the global order, India needs to strengthen
its recent turn to a more dynamic coalition
building. While reclaiming its role in the Non-
Aligned Movement, Delhi has also joined the
European alliance for multilateralism. India
also knows that much of the new rule-making
is likely to take place outside the UN. That is
where India’s new engagement with the US
on building like-minded coalitions acquires
much significance.

Finally, Delhi can’t hope to expand itsin-
ternational influence on the cheap. India’s
share in the UN budget stands at 0.7 per cent.
The shares of China, Japan and the US are at
8, 10 and 22 per cent respectively. Raising
Delhi’s contribution to at least one per cent
might convince its partners that India is se-
rious about pursuing a more vigorous
multilateralism.

The writer is director, Institute of South
Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore and contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express

The future of work

We need to plan for Tech 4.0-driven creative destruction in employment

LAKSHMI PURI

The future comes too soon and in the wrong or-
der.” “Itis ourmoral responsibility not to stop the
future but to shape it.”
—Alvin Toffler.

THE PANDEMIC IS hurtling the world into a
Technology 4.0-transformed “future of work”
much earlier than anticipated in the ILO’s
Centennial Declaration of 2019. India’s global
significance in mastering the future of work
through technology-adaptive and high-pro-
ductivity human capital employing the largest
global cohort of 820 million youth is huge.
Along with declining fertility rates and
women’s empowerment, this could yield a
large demographic dividend of high growth
rates for decades, despite short-term shocks.

Government policies and labour markets
must sustainably manage the Fourth
Industrial Revolution triggered “gale of cre-
ative destruction” inemployment. Otherwise,
India could suffer from mass unemployment,
precarious, informal and migrant work with
deepening social inequalities and poverty,
leaving millions behind.

Indian civilisation has valued “work as
worship”. The four Vedic purusharthas —
Dharma, Artha, Kama, and Moksha — are re-
alised through decent work for all. Work
serves family, community and national pur-
pose and is an engine of economic growth, so-
cial welfare and equality.

The potential of capital-labour substitu-
tion and the new ecosystem of
software/Al/automation-mediated work will
upend 100-year-old ideas of work and em-
ployment. The ILO warns that the future may

not hold enough jobs for everyone and 428
million workers in low middle-income coun-
tries like India may not find new jobs.

In 5-10 years, 10 per cent of human jobs
will be substitutable and 50-70 per cent of jobs
could be partially automated. Two-thirds of
jobs in developing countries including India
are susceptible to automation. India is en-
meshed in the gig economy of digitally-en-
abled part-time, freelance, zero hour, flexible
and temporary work in global digital factories
and marketplaces. Long-term employment
or spatially-bound infrastructure is being re-
placed, creating “digital day-labourers”. Tech
Economy 4.0 “transformers” in India’s world
of work include robotics, Al the Internet of
Things, cloud computing, supply chain4.0,3D
printing, big data, digital payments, retail,
health, education and professional services.
These have found accelerated, irreversible and
job-displacing application due to COVID-19.

WEF/ILO studies indicate amedium-term
jobneutral transition of Tech 4.0 workif man-
aged well. Short-term “job churn” involving
downstream/lower skill job redundancies and
upstream, new tech job creation is expected.
This when nearly 10 million job seekers enter
the labour market every year. As farm, manu-
facturing and public sector jobs shrink, India
needs 90 million non-farm jobs in 10 years.

The most-affected labour-intensive sec-
tors include textiles, finance, construction,
hospitality, travel, tourism, media, electron-
ics, mining, agriculture, transportation and
entertainment. India’s auto industry, projected
to create 65 million jobs by 2030, may suffer
automation-related job destruction. The re-

tail sector, the largest employer of lower skill
youth, is job shedding as e-retail accelerates
and human jobs inlogistics, warehousing and
delivery services are being robotised. The
Indian ICT sector, another major employer, is
susceptible to Al/robots replacing workers in
its major IT export markets.

The “great growling engine” of technolog-
ical change need not cause a train wreck of
productive jobs. We could steer it to four pow-
ers of possible destinations or Char Dhams.

Gyaan Dhamiis establishing a national ob-
servatory for scoping the tech-to-work equa-
tionandits trajectory. Databases on extantand
future trends, sector by sector, need to be cre-
ated. We must set the north star on India’s fu-
ture of Tech-Economy4.0/employment nexus
using a human power by 2030 compass and
pivot relevant strategies towards that.

Kaushalya Dham means fostering “human
capabilities” for Tech-Economy 4.0 work. To
meet labour market needs, potential skill gaps
must be closed through the NEP and compre-
hensive training infrastructure. Universal ac-
cesstolifelong learning, for skilling, reskilling
and upskilling, and establishment of a skills
bank will generate large-scale, quality jobs.

Suniyojan Dham involves transformative
investments in multi-stakeholder ecosystems
to empower the youth and women through
future-of-work transitions. It is imperative to
foster institutions, job-rich sectors and MSMES,
close the rich-poor, rural-urban and gender
gap inaccess to high-quality digital and phys-
ical infrastructure and tools. Enhanced WiFi-
network smartphones and mobile fluency for
India’s Al/hi-tech developer community and

areinforced and updated startup ecosystemis
required. New regulations covering business
structures, fiscal and taxation policies, corpo-
rate accounting standards and reporting prac-
tices are essential.

Samajik Nyaya Dham means ensuring a
just transition through a new social compact
among all stakeholders and a universal social
protection floor. Ahuman-centred and equity-
based approach in future labour market poli-
ciesand standards is needed. National and in-
ternational systems for the governance of
digital labour platforms, regulation of data use
and algorithmic accountability must be
evolved. Local and rural production, care and
green economies and social and health serv-
ices must be fostered as job generators.

Upakram Dham involves taking special
initiatives enabling India to leverage the
world’s third-largest ICT workforce to pole-
vault into Tech4 excellence. India’s diversity,
scale for neural net, data richness, huge base
of engineers, mathematicians and coders of
Al available or trainable at scale, and decent
ecosystems in ICT metros are critical assets.

Following this Char Dham roadmap, we
could avert the alarming prospect of a job-
poor future. We could ameliorate the gig econ-
omy insecurities and assure basic income,
welfare and gender equality. India’s ambition
of sustainably transitioning to Tech 4.0 future
of work is recognised in PM Modi’s
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

The writer is former assistant secretary-
general of the UN and deputy executive
director of UN Women

Power to
new-age farmer

Farm Bills will give farmers greater choice.
Opposition must rise above partisan politics
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BHUPENDER YADAV

In 1947, when India gained Independence,
the urban-ruralincome ratio was estimated
tobe2:1.Thatratio now standsatabout 7:1.
The decline came even as farm production
grew to the point that India became self-suf-
ficient in food production and also kept ex-
porting some food crops. For 60 long years,
governments kept ruling in the name of
poor farmers and ensuring that they remain
stuckin poverty.

Even asIndia attained surplus growthin
agro commodities, our policies remained
anachronistic and did not factor in the vari-
ety of post-production activities. No thought
was given to processing, value-addition or
marketing, and trade of farm produce to
make the Indian farmer self-sufficient. Less
than 5 per cent of India's food and agricul-
ture produce is processed in contrast to over
50 per cent in developed countries.

Over 50 per cent of India’s population,
directly or indirectly, depends on agricul-
ture, which contributes about 12 per cent to
GDP, a fact that our budgetary allocations
have chosen to gloss over in the Congress era
of governance. Publicinvestment in agricul-
ture has been below 5 per cent resulting in
low capital formation and low private sector
investments, leading to poor agri infrastruc-
ture. No policies were drafted to allow farm-
ers to market their produce and earn the
profits that an open, competitive market
would have allowed them to make.

It is against this backdrop that the gov-
ernment has pushed for the Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion
and  Facilitation) Bill, Farmers
(Empowerment and  Protection)
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm
Services Bill and Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill. Together, these three
pieces of legislation will create a system in
which farmers and traders can sell and buy
agri products outside mandis. The Bills pro-
vide for a system that encourages intra-state
trade and reduces transportation cost. The
Bills formulate a framework on agreements
that allow farmers to engage directly with
agri-business companies, exporters and re-
tailers for services and sale of produce. All
this will be achieved by giving the hard-
working farmers of India access to modern
technology.

India’s agricultural markets restrict
farmers from selling directly toretailers and
getting the right price for their produce. Also,
the existing system forces farmers to pay un-
due commissions. The Opposition has mis-
informed people saying the Bills open the
road for corporates to exploit farmers. In fact,
these pieces of legislation bring uniformity
into contractual farming rules and provide a
framework for trade agreements on farm
produce. Farmers cannot be forced to enter

into any agreement. They will be free to
choose who they want to sell their produce
to and a regulatory framework will protect
them.

Concerns over contract farming are also
misplaced. Contract farming is not anti-
farmer by its nature. As much as 66 per cent
of poultry business in India is under contract
farming. Once contract farming is main-
streamed, agribusinesses will be able to pool
farmers, invest in their land and make the
latest agri technology available to them.

The Bills are part of the Narendra Modi
government’s commitment to double farm-
ers’ income and follow its credo of minimum
government and maximum governance.
They are designed to free the farmers from
the hold of government-controlled markets.
The Essential Commodities (Amendment)
Bill makes provisions for the removal of
items such as cereals and pulses from the list
of essential commodities and attract foreign
direct investment in the sector. Some sec-
tions have raised the fear that this will com-
promise on food security. They must know
the Food Corporation of India will continue
to stock essential commodities such as
wheat and rice, ensuring that India’s food
security isn’t hit. Also, traditional mandis will
stay. The proposed pieces of legislation will
only remove trade barriers and allow digi-
tal trading of farm produce.

Alot of misinformation is being spread
about the Minimum Support Price (MSP). A
fear psychosis is being created amongst
farmers by telling them that with the pas-
sage of the Bills, MSP will be done away with.
Parliament has repeatedly been assured that
MSPwill stay. Those opposing the bills have
either notread them or are just worried that
an empowered farmer doesn't fit into their
scheme of vote bank politics.

During 2009-2014, the budget alloca-
tion for agriculture increased by a meagre
8.5 per cent. From 2014-2019, the Modi gov-
ernment took it much higher - an increase
of 38.8 per cent. Today, the parties that are
responsible for the poverty of those who
feed us are questioning our commitment to
farmers.

Agriculture sector badly needs high-end
technologies, digital tools, entrepreneurs
and farmer organisations to provide serv-
ices to farmers. The Modi government has
already created 2,000-plus Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPO)and 10,000 more arein
the works with a budgetary allocation of Rs
5,000 crore. Over 1,000 agri start-ups, driven
by young technology graduates, have been
created and over 20,000 agri clinics have
been made possible by agriculture gradu-
ates. None of this can grow if reforms don’t
happen.

India has given the new-age farmer in-
ternetaccess. Nobody should now try to stop
this empowered farmer from using the
same internet to access markets to sell his
produce. The Modi government will do
everything to empower this new-age
farmer; we owe this to the people who feed
us.Ihope the Opposition will rise above par-
tisan politics for this cause.

The writer is national general secretary
of BJP and Rajya Sabha MP

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EMPOWER FARMERS
THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Bully & pul-
pit’ (IE, September 21). The initiative of
the Modi government to bring about far-
reaching reform in agriculture has run
into rough weather, mainly over fears
that this could spell the end of MSPs. The
opposition to the Bills, particularly on
trade, flows from the position, articulated
by Punjab, that agriculture and markets
are state subjects. There is evidence that
mere liberalisation does not lead to pri-
vate investment in new markets. If the
Centre’sintent s to strengthen competi-
tion, it should massively fund the expan-
sion of the APMC market system, remov-
ing trade cartels, and provide farmers
with good roads, logistics of scale and
real-time information. Rather than opt
for heavy centralisation, the emphasis
should be on empowering farmers.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

A DEFEAT

THISREFERS TO the article, The opening
inDoha'(IE, Sep 21). The ongoing negoti-
ations in Doha represent a defeat in the
face of obscurantist forces. The Taliban
will use the occasion to gain international
respectability and utilise this “no peace
no war” interregnum to militarily con-
solidateits ground position. Whenit feels
that it is in a military position to do so, it
will go back from all its commitments.
The world must be ready for such an
eventuality. After all, the Munich Pact had
brought only a temporary respite, it did
not prevent the WWIL

B Shubhadha, via email

BOTH SIDES
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘No country

IDEAS
ONLINE
ONLY IN THE EXPRESS

@ PANDEMIC BURDEN AND
HEALTHCARE: DIPIT SAHU
AND CHETAN ANCHAN

@ FAILING THE SANITATION
WORKER AGAIN:
PRAGYA AKHILESH

www.indianexpress.com

for Muslims' (IE, September 20). The au-
thoris factually incorrect in claiming that
no temple was attacked. Shiv Temple in
Moonga Nagar was vandalised and at-
tacked by rioters. Also,almost 30 per cent
of those killed were Hindus. It is unfair
to say that only Muslims were targeted.

Harshil Mehta. Ahmedabad

REASONABLE CLAIM

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘NIA arrest
nine in Bengal and Kerala, claims al-
Qaeda attacks foiled’ (IE, September 20),
it seems West Bengal has turned into a
safe haven for terrorists. Bangladesh-
banned Islamic extremist organisation
JMB was proved to be behind Burdwan
district’s Khagragarh bomb blast that
killed three people. Certain areas of
Malda and Murshidabad districts are
known to have turned ultra-sensitive
from the security point of view. NIA’s
claims seem to hold water.

SSPaul, Nadia

New Delhi
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SUDARSHAN TV CASE

Concerned about
balancing free speech,
human dignity: SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
said that while it is concerned
about the likely implications of its
orderinthe SudarshanTV caseon
free speech, it is “equally con-
cerned” about balancing free
speech and human dignity.

Inan affidavit, the Centre urged
the court not to widen the scope
of the matter by laying down any
further guidelines for print and
electronicmedia. The government
said they are already regulated,
and should the court decide to go
ahead with the exercise, it should
startwith digital media. Urging the
court to leave the subject of regu-
lations to the “competent legisla-
ture”, the I&B Ministry also said
“the term ‘hate speech’, by its very
nature, is incapable of being pre-
cisely defined except by consider-
ing each case depending upon
facts arising therefrom”.

“You are absolutely right.
Equally, we are concerned about
free speech and dignity,” Justice D
Y Chandrachud, heading a three-
judge bench, said when advocate
] Sai Deepak, appearing for inter-
venors OplIndia, Indic Collective
Trust and Upword Foundation,
sought to draw the court’s atten-
tion to the “chilling effect” thatany
order from the bench in the mat-
ter may have on free speech.

“Ifyouare targeting anidenti-
fiable group, they have civil law
remedies. Butwhenawide amor-
phous group of people s targeted,
where will one go to?... Hate
speechis to stereotype and targets
identifiable targets of the popula-

tion,” Justice Chandrachud said.
The bench, also comprising
Justices Indu Malhotra and KM
Joseph, had on September 15
stayed the telecast of remaining
episodes of Sudarshan TV’s show
“UPSC]Jihad”, saying “prima facie,
it appears..the object, intent and
purpose of the programme is to

vilify the Muslim community...”
The channel’s editor-in-chief
Suresh Chavhanke urged the
courttolift the stay. The court had
said that some images in the show
were “hurtful” and “offensive” and
sought to know what changes he
would make to assuage concerns.
Replying to this, Chavhanke
filed an additional affidavit stating
that he will “strictly comply with
all laws while airing the remain-
ingepisodes”,and will “abide and
comply by the programming code
anddirections” of the I&B Ministry.
He stated that NDTV too had
telecast programmes on Hindu
terror and showed sacred Hindu
symbols. Perusing the affidaviton
Monday, Justice Chandrachud
said, “There’s no pointinyou com-
plaining about something that
happened in 2008.” He asked ad-
vocate Vishnu Shankar Jain, who
appeared for Chavanke, if he was
of view that the channel complied
with the law and programme code
intelecast of the first four episodes,
andifheintends toair the remain-
ing episodes in the “same genre”.

Jainanswered in the affirmative.
Advocate Shadan Farasat, ap-
pearing for the Jamia students
who filed petitions in Delhi High
Court, said there was abdication

of responsibility by the Centre.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Mahoba gangster arrested, but
not for businessman’s murder

Lucknow: Mahoba police on
Sunday arrested a local gangster,
AshuBhadoria, but notin connec-
tionwith the murder of business-
man Indra Kant Tripathi whoina
video had accused the then dis-
trict police chief Mani Lal Patidar
of extortion and intimidation.
Bhadoria’s name had come up
in the probe as it was alleged he
had called a close relative of
Tripathi three hours before he was

shot on Sept 8, asking about the
businessman’s whereabouts and
telling him to convey that “Raja sa-
heb is getting annoyed”.

IG (Chitrakoot Dham) K Satya
Narayan said that so far police
have not found involvement of
Bhadoria in Tripathi’s murder.
However, Bhadoria was produced
before alocal court in connection
witha separate extortion case and
was sent to judicial custody. ENS

8 children among 16 killed in
Bhiwandi building collapse

20 pulled out of rubble by rescue workers, another 26 thought to be still trapped

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

AT LEAST 16 people, including
eight children, were killed after a
portion of a three-storey building
in Bhiwandi, 50 km from
Mumbai, collapsed early Monday.

As many as 20 people were
pulled out of the rubble by res-
cue workers. Officials believe 26
people are still trapped.

Commissioner of Bhiwandi-
Nizampur Municipal
Corporation, Pankaj Aashiya,
said rescue operations are likely
to continue on Tuesday for
which back-up teams have been
called from Mumbai and Pune.

Officials from the Bhiwandi-
Nizampur Municipal
Corporation said the building
was structurally unstable and
notices had been served to the
residentsin the past but they re-
fused to vacate it.

“The whole structure is ille-
gal. We have learnt the original
structure of ground-plus-one
floor was constructed as a pow-
erloom in the 1980s, when a
gram panchayat governed the
area. However, the other two
floors were constructed around
12 years ago after the corpora-
tion was created and we have

T

The three-storey building in Maharashtra’s Bhiwandi
collapsed while residents were asleep. Deepak joshi

learnt the builder did not take
any permission,” Aashiya said.

The latest notice to vacate the
structure was served on the resi-
dentsin February. However, most
residents, who were stayingin the
building because of low rents,
were not willing to move out.

On the complaint of the cor-
poration, the Narpoli police reg-
istered a case under sections
337,338 and 304 (II) (culpable
homicide) against the builder,
Sayad Jilani. “We are yet to arrest
him,” said senior police inspec-
tor M B Shinde.

Urban Development Minister

and Thane Guardian Minister
Eknath Shinde announced a
compensation of Rs 5 lakh each
to the kin of the deceased and
said aninquiry will be conducted
into the collapse. According to
him, a total of 102 dangerous
buildings in Bhiwandi have al-
ready been vacated.

According to the survivors,
the structure started shaking at
3.15 am after which a portion
collapsed.

Officials said as many as 24
houses collapsed in which
around 62 people were said to be
staying. “We enquired from peo-

NIA claims arrest of key LeT
funds man on arrival from Gulf

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Monday
claimed to have arrested a key
player in the Lashkar-e-Toiba fi-
nancing network from Kerala af-
ter he arrived from a Gulf coun-
try. Sources said Gul Nawaz was
an associate of Sheikh Abdul
Nayeem, arrested for the first
time in the 2006 Aurangabad
arms haul episode case.

Gul Nawaz was the last re-
maining absconding accused in
the case, after the arrest of one
Javed from Delhi last year and

Odisha-based Habibur Rehman

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General Public is hereby informed that
a girl namely Soni Yadav@Guddi D/o
Anil Kumar Yadav R/o H.No. T-272,
Gali No. 6, Mohanpuri, Moujpur, Delhi,
Age: About 16 years, Height: 56",
Built: Thin, Complexion: Fair, Face:
Long, Wearing: Red Colour Suit-
Salwar is missing/kidnapped since

alias Habib on arrival in Delhi
from Riyadh in 2018. Nayeem

was arrested in 2017.

Nayeem was first arrested in
2007 for alleged role in the
Aurangabad arms haul case and
for reportedly trying to get two
Pakistani nationals and one
Kashmiri into India through
Bangladesh.In2014, he escaped
custody by jumping off a train in
Chhattisgarh while being taken
to Mumbai from Kolkata for a
court appearance.

Following this, NIA sources
said, he was used by his Lashkar
handlers to conduct reconnais-
sance across India for terror tar-
gets and to arrange finances for
its activities. "A well-established
conspiracy was hatched be-
tween the accused for targeting
vulnerable locations in India
with the intent of causing max-

imum damage," an

‘GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

A= Chengalpattu District

detailed inthe table given below:

) TAMBARAM MUNICIPALITY
Roc.No.1373/2020/E+ Date: 21.09.2020

Government of Tamil Nadu sanctioned on Storm Water Drain works
and Footpath works in Tambaram Municipality under Integrated Urban
Development Mission 2020-21 in Chengalpattu District. Under this
scheme the Municipal Commissioner, Tambaram invites sealed bids
from the eligible and qualified contractors for the following works as

NIA statement said.
Nayeemiis alleged
to have links with
Zabiuddin Ansari alias
AbuJundal, one of the
prime accused in the
26/11 Mumbai at-

tacks of 2008. Ansari is alleged
to have taught Hindi to the 10
terrorists behind the attack as
well as to Fayaz Kagzi, who blew
himself up outside the US con-
sulate in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on
July 4,2016.

As part of reconnaissance to
find terror targets, Nayeemi is al-
leged to have taken on fake iden-
tities and visited states like
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh and Chandigarh. An NIA
statement said Rehman had re-
cruited Nayeem for the task
based on the directions of "LeT
commander Amjad @ Rehan
who is based in Pakistan".

The NIA has already
chargesheeted Nayeem and
Rehman along with nine others
in the case it registered in 2017.
In February 2018, the NIA had
made a series of arrests in Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh of suspected
Lashkar operatives and hawala
operators based on Nayeem's in-
terrogation, and seized curren-
cies of various countries and
weapons.

ple staying in the neighbouring
building and also those rescued.
They told us two flats were
empty and a rescue operation to
locate everyone living in the re-
maining flats is on,” Aashiya said.

A joint operation by the local
residents, National Disaster
Response Force, Thane Disaster
Rescue Force and Bhiwandi-
Nizampur Municipal Corporation
was launched to find survivors
and clear the debris.

Tariq Khan, a first-floor resi-
dent of the building whose elder
brother Shahid was rescued 10
hours after the incident, said,
“When the building started shak-
ing, I stepped out to see whatwas
happening. However, before I
could make out what was hap-
pening,a portion collapsed before
my eyes and we were surrounded
inacloud of dust.”

The injured were rushed to
Indira Gandhi Memorial hospi-
tal in Bhiwandi while the sur-
vivors were taken to hospitalsin
Kalwa, Thane and Mumbai.

Another resident Anees
Qureshi said, “While we were in
our houses, a woman knocked
onourdoor toinformus that the
building is shaking. Because of
her alertness, my family mem-
bers and I rushed downstairs
and were saved.”

Suspect held for
2008 Bengaluru
serial blasts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 21

A SUSPECT wanted for the July
2008 serial blasts in Bengaluru
that killed one was arrested by
the Bengaluru Police Anti-
Terrorism Cell (ATC) on Monday.
The police picked up Suhaib
from Thiruvananthapuram.

Suhaibisalleged tobealink be-
tween Abdul Sattar, the alleged
maker of the timer device for the
nine bombs planted in Bengaluruy,
and prime accused Tadiyandavede
Nasir, a Lashkar-e-Toiba-linked op-
erative from Kerala.

"The Bengaluru city ATCwith
assistance of central agencies has
detained one accused, Suhaib,
absconding since 2008. Red
Corner Notice was issued against
him," Joint Commissioner of
Police (Crime), Bengaluruy,
Sandeep Patil said.

According to police records in
the serial blast case, whichis still in
the trial stage, Suhaiballegedly in-
troduced Sattar to Indian

Govt unhappy with

self-regulate formula for
OTT players, asks IAMAI
to look at other models

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

EXPRESSING ITS displeasure with
the self-regulatory model pro-
posed by the Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI) for
contentononline-streaming serv-
ices and OTT players, the govern-
ment has informed IAMAI that it
would not supportit. In a letter to
IAMAI Monday, the Information
and Broadcasting Ministry asked
the organisation to look at other
self-regulatory models.

Inthe letter, the ministry stated
that “the proposed self-regulatory
mechanism lacks independent
third-party monitoring, does not
have awell-defined Code of Ethics,
does not clearly enunciate prohib-
ited content,and at the second and
third-tier level there is an issue of
conflict of interest”.

Citing these, the ministry said
it “cannot support the self-regula-
tory mechanism proposed by IA-
MALI". It stated that IAMAI is “ad-
vised” to look at the structures of
the Broadcasting Content Comp-
laints Council (BCCC) and News
Broadcasting Standards Authority
(NBSA) “as guiding principles for
developing a credible self-regula-
tory and grievance redressal
mechanism” for Online Curated
Content Providers(OCCP). The let-
ter mentions that IAMAI had writ-

ten to I&B Ministry for “guidance
and support inimplementing the
self-regulatory code” for OCCPs.
The ministry mentioned that
[AMAI had suggested “a two-tier
structure as part of the self-regu-
latory regime, the second tier be-
ing the Digital Curated Content
Complaints Council (DCCCC)along
with enumeration of prohibited
content”. It said that “with regard
to DCCCC, it had been proposed
that the same would be chaired by
aretired judge of the Supreme
Court or High Court”.
Italsostated thatwith the self-
regulatory mechanism, it is “ob-
served that there is no classifica-
tion of prohibited content, the
second tier (advisory panel)is con-
stituted by OCCP itself (as against
an independent organisation like
DCCP proposed earlier)”. The min-
istry stated that out of three advi-
sory panel members “two will be
from OCCP itself, while there will
only be oneindependent member
(whowill beinaminority)”.OCCPs
suchas Hotstar, Jio, Vootand Sony-
Livhad announced DCCCCinFebr-
uary. The government has asked
majoronline-streaming players to
firm up a self-regulatory model.
While I&B Ministry is responsible
for contenton TV and print, there
are no specificlaws for content reg-
ulation on online services.
FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Journalist says slapped,
intimidated; police deny

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21

A JOURNALIST, who was sum-
moned by cyber policeover hisar-
ticle on alleged intimidation of
Twitter users by police, has alleged
that he was slapped at the police
station and that the SP verbally
abused his family.

Auqib Javeed, a Kashmir-
based journalist, was sum-
moned on September 18 after
his story was published in Article
14, an online portal.

Inastatement, the Cyber Police
Station denied that Javeed was
beaten and intimidated. SP Tahir
Ashraf Bhatti said the police have
already issued a statement. IGP
Kashmir Vijay Kumar told The
Indian Express that “he would per-
sonally lookintoit”.

Javeed, an executive member
of Kashmir Press Club (KPC), went
to the police on September 19
along with two KPC executives.
There, he said, he was slapped by a
masked policeman.

Javeed alleged that SP Bhatti

abused him. “He started abusing
my mother and sister... He said [
had maligned the image of cyber
police.”

Javeed alleged that Bhatti was
upset about the headline of his ar-
ticle and the accompanying pic-
ture of the old Cyber Police Station.
“[ called the editor, who quickly
put out the note and tweet about
the photograph... We refused to
accept that the story itself was
‘fake and baseless’, as the SP in-
sisted it was,” he said.

The Cyber Police Station
stated, “The allegations of excesses
by police officials/officer, pub-
lished subsequently by Article-14
and other social media handles
are misleading and factually in-
correct, hence refuted. (The)
writer was called in the Cyber
Police Station Kashmir in connec-
tion with clarification of facts
mentioned in the article...The
writer and other accompanying
senior journalists regretted the in-
correct detail and assured that
story will be tweaked accordingly
... Later they left for their respec-
tive destinations.”

07.04.2016 from the area of P.S.| |3 Packages Estinate aﬁgﬁﬁm‘ qender "g{;:ﬁg' Mujahideen founder

Jgfrabad, Delhi. In this regard a case | | Consiucion of ersecton R}yaz Bhatkal as well. CENTRAL OBC LIST

vide FIR No. 191/16 dated 07.04.2016 and diversion storm water WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION BEGE eI Y

u/s 363 IPC has been registered at P.S. Kulakkarai street to Erikkarai| 505.00 Sattar were allegedly
Soni Yadav@Guddi Jafrabad, Delhi street, Kalangal Disposal in TENDER ADVERTISEMENT | ) h

’ - ward-01 Via W-3,4,5,6,7,8 SMM (DL) SBI on behalf of the President of India invites following electronic open also used to make the ar an Sen S names
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Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the | |2 gggis;rucvtj?lnhof;sg%r{nvgm SE|§E £ lE:defoOTSUPP'y of mate;IaISf-d t — ?r(l)]mull); gggéelfyutl hSeuIrla\l/E . .
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one having any information about this girl please inform | |G —~omvam The total numbet of
undersigned. T S 1 |72-20-5244 | 2Inch Ball Valve 15Nos. | 08-10-2020, 11:00 hrs. .
" o . e Sudhananthabarathi - street, ' people held n theblasts

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.nic.in SHO g:?;q?mh‘lzellsaeig];gglra‘ sreat 18900 Regarding detailed tender notice containing purchase restrictions and detailed tender caseis 18.Fivearestillab- ~ABHISHEK ANGAD
Ph.: 011-24368638,24368641 PS. Jafrabad, Delhi. Balaraman street,” Sengeni conditions, please visit website www.ireps.gov.in. Manual offers will not be | | sconding, including NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER21
Fax : 011-24368639 Ph.: 011-22560191, 22560192, | [ {memmemsrenisszel e —_ siios| | Bhatkal and K P Sabir,
DP/271/NE/2020 9136848502 | |75 corercs 0.0 2020 10607 e Ml | kb Ao Ml v RLCASUESIUM | also alleged to have  THEJHARKHAND government has senta proposal to the Centre foren-

Tambaram Tender document and schedule available in

Lashkar links, and three  listing 36 backward castes into the Central list of Other Backward Classes

ttps ders.gov.in can be d from 23.09.2020. The UJVN LTD. . ! ; A >
Jharkhand Blj liVitran ngam Limited Evfyd g dfffcﬁnm: nalmu iesféﬁkéii’;y 'a“éoc‘.’n’“ ’E‘iﬁ;‘;@?’&i?;’;?’i’; % H.0.: “UJJWAL, Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road, Dehradun-248006 foreign nationals. (OBCs).However, somenameson the !lSt arealreadyon thelh,St' Thgsem-
CIN : U40108JH2013SGC001702 22.10.2020, 3.00pm Earnest Money Deposit, 1% of the value of work r—;_/ Telephones: 0135- 2763808, Fax: 0135- 2763508 clude Kurmis, Chandravanshi and Chasa communities. El'lllStll’lg
( : ) D tHoset i he vnges o bata s tons tie o 300 on | [ S9N I 01 UR2DD19GC025868, in the Central list will allow these castes representation in
. 1 1 11di e dropped in the tender box before closure time, it is at 3.00pm on ite: j
Regd. Office : Engineering Building, HE.C., 25102020, Evaluation of b il be dlone a6 pet Tender Transparen Jlebsite: wwiwuivel.com OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE

Central government jobs and in Central education institutes.
In a written reply in the ongoing session of the Assembly
on Monday to a question by AJSU MLA Lambodar Mahto, the

YA ®: 566 fesi®: 21.09.2020

Office of the Executive Engineer (M), Ramganga Power Station UJVN
Limited, Kalagarh, invites online bids from interested parties. Brief

Act 1998 of Government of Tamil Nadu and rules there us. If the saié
tender date happens to be a holiday, the tenders will be opened on the
nextworking day. The Municipal Commissioner reserves the rights to
accept or reject any bidding document at any time without assigning
anyreason thereof. Eligibility criteria and other details can be had from

Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004, e-Tender Notice ENGINEER, CONSTRUCTION

DIVIEEON, UP JAL HIGAM, HAPUR
E-TEMDER MOTICE

Telephone :-0651-2400799 & Fax : 0651-2400799
https://www.jbvnl.co.in

e-procurement Notice

commr.tambaram@tn.gov.in
DIPR/3535/Tender/2020  C issil Tamt

the Bidding document. For other details contact e-mail address:

summary of tender is given below :
Tender No 04/EE(M)/KIg/2020-21

Dot 2 17,09, 2020

Lobter Mo, 1&b@bama 05053

government said 36 castes were on the new list.
Accordingtothe letter, sent by Vandana Dadel, Secretary to

NIT No. - 39/PR/JBVNL/2020-21

Jharkhand BijliVitran Nigam Limited, Hq. Office at
Dhurwa, Ranchi — 834004, Jharkhand invites E-tender for bid
from eligible Bidders for Engineering, Design, Supply,

Name of work.: Hiring of one no. diesel driven Non-AC light motor vehicle
(Mahindra Bolero or equivalent) along with driver for a period of one year.
Estimated cost :Rs.4,37,268.00 GST Extra

Date of availability of bid document on website : 22.09.2020 16:00 Hrs
onwards.

the Government, Department of Personnel, Administrative
Reforms and Rajbhasha to Secretary, Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Government of India, “...These castes have
already been notified as Backward Caste-Schedule 1 and

LEP. Jal Migam, E-lendars are
mviled  far retrafiling wark in
Exisling Waler Supgly Schemes
urder Jal Jeevan Misson in
[Mstrict Hagur, Tander documant

IU. UER TEHIE wRueE fa.
g-fafor  gumw W 42-
SIS/ 2020-21  3-30K, @R

Installation %}?cgt‘i%lr\é %E%%ﬂtlé’pf/‘i\gnsyswm including AMI Last date for submission of bids on website:14.10.2020 up 0 16:00 Hrs. _ Backward Caste Schedule-2 for the purpose of extendingben-
é)alendar of Events : WE ki Aol 2, S 9§, WA= 9| |For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal shall be available al @-) | efits of reservation in admission to educational institutions
o) : : g ’ http://uktenders.gov.in” arpauramieni WI’."JEIIZ:I’! hitpzid and/or appointments in government jobs in Jharkhand.
No. Name of Work Detals wW-2 geifafed faar & srgER Executive Engineer (M)| |@l#ndarup.nic.in falesi ¥ | However the corresponding enlisting of these castes into the
1 Procbuid S eering wder Bt uphy el | | gireifiye feran g1 fafaer wma “ Avoid wasteful use of Electricity” 21.09.2020 at 17:00 hrs.| | conoa)jistof OBCs s still awaited.”
anchi for 3.5 Lakhs consumer(Installation and . Intarastard conlrachors may e X
commissioning work turnkey basisi complete ready to gﬁﬁ/@hﬁ' aﬁ 9 ﬁ:ﬂzﬁ I THY HHI: B clowrdnad bencer documsant Inanotherquestlon, Mahato asked whether names of castes

use.) estimated cost Rs 250 Crores
2. Pre-paid Smart Metering installation for above 10 KW
load consumer in Jharkhand State(Installation and
commissioning work turnkey basisi complete ready to
use.estimated cost Rs. 50 Crores

Engineering, Design, Supply, Installation and O&M Support of

AMI System including AMI Software Applications, RF

Canopy/4G

which have earlier been enlisted have also been sent. To this, the
government replied: “Aswikaratmak (not acceptable).”
Speaking to The Indian Express, Mahato said several castes
already in the list were sent for enlisting again. “I will raise it in
the Assembly that officers are misleading them,” Mahato said.
Secretary Vandana Dadel refused tocommenton theissue.

ard upload heir lendar, duby
1ifad anling kalest by 30052020
up to 120 s, Uploaded
tonder documenl shall be
aparsad on 300092020 at 15:00
Hrs. onwards in lhe offica of

'[#5 2] o = B Punjab Siale Power Corporation Limited
T ———————ERRRR
(Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813;
O/o CE/MM, Room No. 212, 2nd floor, Multi Story Building, PSPCL, Head
Office, The Mall, Patiala, Phone No. 091-175-2213047,
Fax No. 091-175-2225024, Mob: 96461-19383, 96461-11036,

26.10.2020, 14.00 &1 Ue 27.10.2020
14.00 &S § | HUTeH 1. I w1 AW
220 F.ol. YRS TR, JFRET W
(2X160+2x 63) THAT F (2X160+3x%

1| Name of Work

2 | Date of Publication of NIT on website 01-10-2020 at 12:30 hrs 63) UHEU sHAEgfg A gt E-mail: apoconductors @gmail.com apo-c@pspcl.in “Suparinbanding  Erginear, 15t FULLREPORT ON www.indianexpress.com
3 | Pre-Bid Meeting Date and Time 15-10-2020 at 12:30 hrs . website: www.pspcl.in; e-tendering portal: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in el |0 ¥ =
4| Last Date ) Time for receipt of bids 17-11-2020 Gl 18:00 hrs SIS S ffaer yas -gieERde TENDER ENQUIRY NO: QQ-224/PSPCL/PO-C Circle, P Jal Kigam Meenl”.
Date and Time for Opening of X . . _ _
5 | Tectmieal bid 01-12-2020 at 16:00 hrs oS http://etender.up.nic.in | |[Short Description Procurement of 3000 Km ACSR Raccon, ‘ wratera gea dgstada-re, Frater famr
Nominal Aluminium area 80 mm2 bear- -

ITRREVS UAoIcs et faaprT vd' foefur Bt
(STRIEYS AXHIR BT SUshHA) 403 /1, 3T TR, 8T 248001
RUN U4 Had 0 : 0135—2764075, e-mail: cgmnimanwing@yahoo.com, gmnimanwing@gmail.com

Government of Uttarakhand "e" procurement Notice (National Competitive Bidding)

Bid Identification no. 2246 /Nivida (Garhwal)/371 Dated: 21.09.2020
Construction of Empanelment of Consultants for
Architectural / Structural design of Buildings Proposed
at Different Places in Uttarakhand / Other State/ U.T.

General Manager, Construction Wing, Uttarakhand Pey Jal
Nigam, 403/1, Indira Nagar, Dehradun.

22.09.2020 - 17.00 Hrs.

2 WeR o s e ffee @
TEtad faeRur Fem deRdleh!
faferer 9o =t o gt we feRedt
HR o HeNeH, 9Redy, g o 'Y
http://etender.up.nic.in 372qer
www.upptcl.org W @fE & |
/- oo etfwaew  ferga

1. The tender documents with detailed conditions can
be obtained through web site http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in
and should upload all relevant documents as mentioned in
the tender document only through online e-tender
portal/website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

2. Due to Covid-19 pandemic, interested bidder may
participate in the pre-bid meeting Video Conference by
sending a request on email ID : itcelljbvnl@gmail.com by
date 14-10-2020 and Time: 15:00 hrs. Also, the bidder may
send their pre-bid queries through email:
itcelljbvnl@gmail.com by date: 15-10-2020 and time 11:00
hrs.

ing ISI/PQM Mark conforming to 1S:398
Part-11 1996 (with Latest amendments, if
any) and PSPCL specification QQ-224.

28.09.2020

Start date for down loading of
Specification//tender documents from
PSPCLs website https:// eproc.pun-
jab.gov.in

Last date for down

-

.| Name of the Works:-

loading of
Specification//tender documents from
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

26.10.2020 upto 11.00 AM

2.| Name and Address of Officer Inviting
the Bid :-

3.| Date and Time of Availability of bid
Documents in the portal:-

4.| Last Date/Time for receipt of bids in the

Last date for Bid Submission 26.10.2020 upto 11.00 AM

Bid Opening date 28.10.2020 upto 11.30 AM
For detailed NIT & Tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

12.10.2020 - 17.00 Hrs.

. : SIS UNEUT HUSA IU.  UTER portal :-
wafed w3 I fo & Sort @ | P ST Note:- It is informed that in case tender process is not completed due to any reason, | |5.| Pre bid meeting details (if required) 30.09.2020 - 12.00 Hrs.
m m f?-r W no corrigendum will be published in newspapers. Details regarding corrigendum may Date & Place :-

Rl $Y 18003456570 (Biel W<X) W T
IR |

be seen on official PSPCL website www.pspcl.in

Sd/- Chief Purchase Officer/MM,

Central Purchase Organisation,
PSPCL, Patiala

Details of subsequent addendum/corrigendum/cancellation etc. may be obtained from the website.
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal “https://www.uktenders.gov.in”

Sd/-
General Manager (IT)
PR 233114(Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd)20-21*D

“reg feq o farctelt s’ 95 915
fe. 21/92020

C 303/2020
79725/Pb

General Manager (Garh.)

New Delhi
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

In labour codes, what changes for workers, hirers

New Bills in Parliament propose to revise three labour codes. What are the key changes , and why are some of them being seen as a cause for concern?

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE GOVERNMENT introduced new ver-
sions of three labour codes — The Industrial
Relations Code Bill, 2020, The Code on Social
Security Bill, 2020 and The Occupational
Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code
Bill, 2020 —in Lok Sabha Saturday. While it
proposes to increase the ambit of social secu-
rity by including gig workers and inter-state
migrant workers, the Centre has also pro-
posed measures that will provide greater
flexibility to employers to hire and fire work-
ers without government permission.

What are the key proposals?

The Industrial Relations Code Bill, 2020
proposes to introduce more conditions re-
stricting the rights of workers to strike, along-
side an increase in the threshold relating to
layoffs and retrenchment in industrial estab-
lishments — to those with 300 workers, from
100 workers or more at present. These steps
are likely to provide more flexibility to em-
ployers for hiring and firing workers with-

CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

C#VID-19 VACCINE TRACKER

out government permission.

TheIR Code hasraised the threshold for re-
quirement of a standing order — rules of con-
duct for workmen inindustrial establishments
—toover 300 workers. This implies industrial
establishments with up to 300 workers will
not be required to furnish a standing order, a
move experts say would enable companies to
introduce arbitrary service conditions.

The Standing Committee on Labour, in its
report in April, too had suggested hiking the
threshold to 300, noting that some state gov-
ernments like Rajasthan had already raised the
threshold and which, according to the Labour
Ministry, had resulted in “an increase in em-
ployment and decrease in retrenchment”.

The IR Code states that the provision for
standing order will be applicable for “every
industrial establishment wherein three hun-
dred or more than three hundred workers,
are employed, or were employed on any day
of the preceding twelve months”.

The Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Code Bill, 2020 has been
introduced asa ‘financial bill' under Article 117
(1), giving it a similar treatment as a ‘money
bill’. Asa consequence, it gets introduced only

AT LEAST 10 countries in Asia, South
America and the Middle East have en-
tered into agreements to access the
Russian coronavirus vaccine Sputnik V,
areport in the Wall Street Journal said.

The list of countries includes India
where Hyderabad-based Dr Reddy’s
Laboratories has partnered with the
vaccine developers for carrying out
late-stage trials and then distribute
100 million doses. The
Russian developers are also
looking for an Indian part-
ner to manufacture the vac-
cine in India.

Brazil, South Africa,
Mexico and Saudi Arabia
were among other countries
that have struck deals to bring the
Russian vaccine to their people, the
report said. Besides, Russia has
claimed that about 10 more countries
were negotiating to buy the vaccine
fromit.It has said that it had received
requests, or expressions of interest,
for about 1.2 billion doses of the vac-
cine so far, according to the report.

Sputnik V was the first coron-
avirus vaccine to get the regulatory
approval for public use in the second
week of August, though China had al-
lowed limited use of at least one vac-
cine before that.

Russian vaccine gets bookings
and requests for 1.2 bn doses

Following in the footsteps of Moderna
and Pfizer, drug major AstraZeneca has
come out with detailed disclosures
about its ongoing coronavirus vaccine
trials. These vaccine candidates of
these three companies are the only
ones to have entered phase-3 clinical
trialsin the US. They are also expected
to be the first ones to come out witha

cism about a coronavirus vaccine,
mainly because of the speed with
which they are produced, and the
huge political interest in getting an
early vaccine, companies are being
forced to adopt greater transparency
about their processes.

AstraZeneca, whose clinical trials
across the world had to be paused
earlier this month after one of the par-
ticipants in England developed seri-
ousillnesses. The company has faced
criticism for its reluctance to share full
information about the incident.

ASTRAZENECA TRIALS:

coronavirus vaccine.
Vaccine developers usu-
ally do not give out details of
the procedures and
methodologies followed for
the clinical trials until they
publish their results. But in
light of persistent scepti-

It is more so in the case of
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Welfare, updated at 11 pm on Sept 21
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Source: Johns Hopkins University,

31,120,980

updated at 11 pmon Sept 21

in Lok Sabha, on the recommendation of the
President, but unlike a money bill, the legisla-
tion can get referred to a joint committee of
both Houses of Parliament.

What are the concerns raised?

Analysts say the raised threshold for stand-
ing orders will water down labour rights for
workers in establishments with less than 300
workers. “The increase in the threshold...
shows the government is very keen to give
tremendous amounts of flexibility to the em-
ployersin terms of hiring and firing... Dismissal
for alleged misconduct and retrenchment for
economic reasons will be completely possible
forall industrial establishments employingless
than 300 workers. This is complete demolition
of employment security,” XLRI professor and
labour economist KR Shyam Sundar said.

The IR Code alsointroduces new conditions
for carrying out alegal strike. A period for arbi-
tration proceedings has been included in the
conditions, as against only the time for concil-
iation at present. The IR Code proposes that
no person employed in an industrial estab-
lishment shall go on strike without a 60-day
notice and during the pendency of proceed-

ings before a Tribunal or a National Industrial
Tribunal and 60 days after the conclusion of
such proceedings. The extension of the per-
missible time-frame before a legal strike
makes such a strike practically impossible.
The IR Code has expanded to cover all in-
dustrial establishments for the conditions for
a legal strike. The Standing Committee on
Labour had recommended against the expan-
sion of the required notice period for strike be-
yond public utility services such as water, elec-
tricity, gas, telephone etc. At present, a person
employed in a public utility service cannot go
onstrike unless he gives notice withina stipu-
lated time frame, which the IR Code now pro-
poses toapply forall industrial establishments.

What are the other key proposals?

The IR Code Bill proposes a worker re-
skilling fund, although contributions for the
fund are only detailed from the employer —15
days’wages last drawn immediately before re-
trenchment, along with contribution from
such other sources. The mention of “other
sources”, experts said, is vague.

The other two codes too have proposed
changes for expanding social security and in-

AL ¥.\\| 8 SCI-TECH

clusion of inter-state migrant workers and gig
workers. The Social Security Code proposes a
National Social Security Board which will rec-
ommend to the central government suitable
schemes for different sections of unorganised
workers, gig workers and platform workers.
Registration of unorganised, gig or platform
workers will be done for their enrolment in so-
cial security schemes that provide life and dis-
ability cover, accident insurance, health and
maternity benefits etc. The scheme may be
fully funded by the central government, state
government, or aggregators, oracombination
of the three sources. Aggregators employing
gig workers will have to contribute 1-2% of
their turnover for social security, with the total
contribution not exceeding 5% of the amount
payable to gig and platform workers.

The Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Code has defined inter-
state migrant worker as one who has come
on his own from one state and got employ-
mentinanother state, earning up toRs 18,000
amonth. The existing definition covers only
contractual employment. Central and state
governments are to maintain a database for
inter-state migrant workers on a portal.

Contractors or employers with 10 or morein-
ter-state migrant workers will have to extend
social security benefits such as Employees’
State Insurance and Provident Fund for these
workers. However, the Code has dropped the
earlier provision for temporary accommoda-
tion of workers near the worksites. It has pro-
posed a journey allowance — a lump-sum
fare to be paid by the employer for the
worker’s journey between his/her native
place and the place of employment.

The Working People’s Charter, a labour
rights group for informal workers, said the
law proposes to put the primary burden for
ensuring workers’ protection on contractors,
who are themselves marginal players, and re-
mains silent for intra-state migrant workers.
“By increasing the threshold of application of
the provisions to establishments employing
ten workers or more, very few of these are
likely to provide any relief or support to vul-
nerable workers. It is also disheartening that
the Code does not make any mention of pro-
tections for intra-state migrant workers,
whose magnitude is much higher than inter-
state workers, although the vulnerabilities
they face are equally acute,” it said.

Internet connection in the rain

Why does your connection become unreliable, and your cell phone start giving trouble when it rains?
The reason lies in the nature of electrical force — and the ways how bad weather disrupts its working.

EXPLAINS

VARUN MAKHIJA

From The Indian Express panel
of specialists, exclusive insight

AS THE monsoon begins to officially retreat,
many in India will be looking forward to some
relief froma phenomenon that they have come
to expect whenever it rains: Internet connec-
tions become unstable, and cell phone net-
works deteriorate. Why does this happen?

In the 1860s, the Scottish physicist James
Maxwell predicted the existence of anew kind
of 'electromagnetic’ waves that travel at a
speed of ~300 million metres/second. A cou-
ple of decades on, Heinrich Hertz experimen-
tally verified Maxwell's theory and, in 1895,
Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose demonstrated for
the first time wireless communication with
electromagnetic waves over a distance of 23
metres in Calcutta, establishing the founda-
tion of a modern system of communication.

To understand how we communicate or
send messages today via the Internet across
continents - and then how this communica-
tionis disrupted - we first need to understand
the fundamental nature of electrical force.

Electrons in communication

There are three fundamental building
blocks, or ‘Lego bricks’ that nature uses to
make all matter — two kinds of quarks, and
the electron. For our purposes, we need to
discuss only the electron.

All matter consists of many, many elec-
trons. Like the other Lego bricks, electrons have
a property called mass, which indicates how
strongly the gravitational force acts on them,
and is therefore directly related to their weight.

Another property of electrons called elec-
tric charge indicates how strongly the electri-
cal force acts on them. The electron's charge
also decides the strength of the electrical
force they apply on other objects that, too,
have a charge (like the two other Lego bricks,
forinstance). This force, like the force of grav-
ity, acts at a distance. So, two electrons sep-
arated by a long distance apply electrical
forces without ever making contact. Since an
electron is charged, the space around it is
filled with an electric field.

If you imagine that an electron lives in an
oceanitcreates, you can, if you wiggle the elec-
tron, initiate a wave in this ocean. This is simi-

Monsoon rain may interrupt the network in many ways. Express Archive

lar to throwing a stone in a still pond, which
creates ripples that travel away fromit. When
this wave passes by another electron that hap-
pens to be in our electron’s ocean, this other
electron will bounce up and down - as you
might when an ocean wave washes over you.
This is how we communicate. An electro-
magnetic wave is initiated at some location
by wiggling electrons, which then washes
over electrons at some distant location. The
word ‘signal’ specifically means electromag-
netic waves. The electrons in your eyes can
also respond to these waves, provided the
wavelength - the distance between peaks in
the wave - is within a specific range. In this
particular wavelength range, electromagnetic
waves are visible to us; they are light! The
most basic form of long-distance communi-
cation - flashing a bright light and using
Morse Code - uses the transfer of electromag-
netic waves from one location to another.

Optical fibres & the rain

These concepts equip us to understand
the only mode of communication that mat-
ters anymore, the Internet. This is essentially
avast network of computers across the world
that can transfer electromagnetic waves to
each other, and therefore communicate.

There are two primary ways to transport
waves — by optical fibre, and cellular towers
(viasatellite link). Optical fibres are long, thin
glass rods of thickness less than human hair.
Light is confined in the rod due to the phe-
nomenon of total internal reflection. When
light travelling from a denser medium to a
less dense one (for instance, from glass to air)
hits the surface between two transparent
media ata critical angle, it is entirely reflected
backinto the denser medium. This way;, elec-
tromagnetic waves are trapped inside the fi-
bre, and travel down the length of it. Splicing
or joining hundreds of thousands of kilome-
tres of fibres together, and burying them un-
derground or undersea, allows communica-
tion across the globe. The electromagnetic

waves used for communication (infrared
waves) are generated by lasers, and have a
slightly longer wavelength than visible light,
so they are invisible to us.

The optical fibre network in India was ini-
tiated by VSNL, and is currently owned and
developed by Tata Communications. All
Internet Service Providers connect in some
way to this ‘Tier 1’ network, and eventually to
your home. These secondary connections are
not necessarily optical, and involve several
electrical components. (Note: Electrical ca-
bles transfer electrons rather than electro-
magnetic waves, but that's a topic for another
day!) Electrical components are also re-
quired along the entire optical fibre network
to amplify and switch the light on and off for
digital communications.

Monsoon rain might interrupt this sub-
terranean network in many ways. The com-
bination of water seeping into the ground
and landslides can damage the various elec-
tric components in the network, or cause
physical damage at locations where the fi-
bres are spliced together.

There can also be similar damage, or
power outages at intermediate locations,
where yourlocal service provider connects to
the Tier 1 optical network, and then to your
home. The fibre has a core, cladding, and plas-
tic protective coating and is held in a water-
tight protective enclosure, so the signal trans-
mission is least affected by rain. The coating
is removed while joining two fibres. At loca-
tions where fibres begin or end (known as
'splice boxes') there is a possibility of fibres be-
ing exposed to rain water, causing a reduction
in signal strength . Additionally, water mole-
cules may find a way via micro cracks in the
fibres, eventually affecting the life of the fibre.

Cell phones in the rain

When your cell phone is connected to the
Internet, electromagnetic waves travel from
your device through the air to a cell tower. You
could think of this as a giant antenna. The elec-

trons in this antenna bounce up and down.
When they do this, they produce their own
electromagnetic waves, which travel toa cen-
tral location managed by your service
provider. At this location, the waves get
'processed’ in some way, and are sent either
to the optical fibre network (the Internet) or
another phone (phone call, text message, etc.).

There are various kinds of processing that
might occur. Forinstance, one important dif-
ference between the electromagnetic waves
emitted from your phone and those from the
laser that travels in the optical fibre is the
wavelength. The radio waves emitted from,
and received by your phone, are approxi-
mately ametre long. In contrast, the infrared
waves that travel through the fibre network
are approximately a millionth of a metre in
length. Note that neither of these wave-
lengths affects the electrons in your eye, since
they are not visible wavelengths (around 500
billionths of a metre long).

Somehow, the message from your phone
needs to be ‘translated’ from radio to infrared
waves. If you were using Morse Code, you
might imagine that the radio waves detected
by your provider flash on and off, containing
your message. The laser managed by your
provider needs to be made to produce the
same sequence of flashes that travel through
the fibre network.

The reasons for interruption in this com-
munication chain during the monsoon are dif-
ferent compared to the optical fibre network.

The radio waves travelling between your
phone and the cell tower can make electrons
in water drops wiggle, interrupting commu-
nication. The size and number of rain drops re-
duce the signal strength due to the scattering
of the radio waves, while water vapour in the
atmosphere absorbs the radio waves, convert-
ing them to heat(like in your microwave oven).

Further, heavy monsoon rain, wind, and
lightning can cause damage to cell towers, re-
sulting ininterruptions in the area they cover.
Note that this is also why you find yourself
without any signal in some areas - there is no
cell tower nearby. But perhaps the most com-
mon cause of interruption is ‘jamming’.
When too many people try to communicate
through signal processing locations at the
same time, some messages get lost.

Getting that favourite meme fromits au-
thor's computer to yours is, therefore, an ef-
fort that involves electromagnetic waves
travelling many thousands of kilometres. Itis
an extraordinary achievement of modern
science, and it would seem amazing that it
works at all! Perhaps this can ease your frus-
tration somewhat the next time your
Internet goes off during a rainstorm!

Varun Makhija is Assistant Professor of Physics
in the University of Mary Washington.

The legacy of INS Viraat, historic aircraft carrier, now on its final journey

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 21

INS VIRAAT, the aircraft carrier with the
longest servicein the world, is currently being
towed on its final journey from Mumbai to
Alang in Gujarat, to be broken up and sold as
scrap. It was decommissioned in 2017 after
30years with the Indian Navy,and around 27
years before that with the British Royal Navy.

The British origin
The ship was commissioned into the
Royal Navy as HMS Hermes in November

1959, and carried three types of fixed-wing
plane and a helicopter. It belonged to the
Centaur class of light fleet carriers, used in the
Royal Navy since World War II. Part of a key
formation during the Falklands War against
Argentinian forces in 1982, HMS Hermes was
decommissioned within three years later.
The Indian Navy, until then operating
the 1961-commissioned INS Vikrant, an-
nounced the purchase of Hermes in 1985-
86. Following a major refit, the ship was
commissioned in May 1987 as INS Viraat.

In Indian Navy

The ship’s motto was Jalameyv Yasya,

Balamev Tasya, which is Sanskrit for “who
controls the sea is the powerful”. It was ca-
pable of speeds up to 28 knots. During its
30-year service, it underwent three more
major refits and some smaller ones. It car-
ried fixed-wing aircraft British-made Sea
Harriers and three kinds of helicopters —
anti-submarine aircraft Sea King Mk 42B,
Sea King Mk 42 C, and Chetak. Some other
helicopters, including Indian-made ALH
Dhruv have also operated from INS Viraat.
INS Viraat proved pivotal in 1989’s
Operation Jupiter, part of the Sri Lankan
peacekeeping operation. Subsequently, it
was affiliated with the Garhwal Rifles and

INS Viraat, decommissioned in 2017.
Express Archive

Scouts of the Indian Army in 1990. It was
deployed during the 2001-02 Operation
Parakram following the Parliament attack.
At the time of its decommissioning, the
Navy said, “Under the Indian Flag, the ship
has clocked more than 22,622 flying hours
by various aircraft and has spent nearly
2252 days at sea sailing across 5,88,287 nau-
tical miles or 10,94,215 kilometres. This im-
plies that Viraat has spent seven years at sea,
circumnavigating the globe 27 times.”

After Viraat

There were plans and even movements
by the governments of Maharashtra and

New Delhi

AndhraPradesh towards converting the ship
into a museum. Crowdfunding efforts, too,
were unsuccessful.

Since 2017, India has been operating a
single carrier, INS Vikramaditya (previously
Admiral Gorshkov), as against the minimum
essential operational requirement of two
Carrier Battle Groups (formations of ships
and submarines with aircraft carriers in the
lead role). India's first indigenous aircraft car-
rier, INS Vikrant, is under construction at
Kochi Shipyard. The Navy’s Maritime
Capability Perspective Plan looks at three
carriers, considering one of them to be re-
quired to be under refit.
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Ang Rita Sherpa

NEPAL

AngRita Sherpa,
firsttoclimb
Mount Everest

tentimes, dies

ANG RITA Sherpa, the first
man to climb Mount
Everest 10 times, died of a
lengthy illness on Monday,
his family said, an event
that fellow sherpas called
a major loss to Nepal and
the climbing community.
All the ascents to the
8,850-metre summit of
the world’s tallest moun-
tain between 1983 and
1996 by Ang Rita, who
went by his first name, like
many Sherpas, were made
without bottled oxygen.
The 72-year-old, who had
suffered brain and liver ail-
ments foralongtime, died
at  his home in
Kathmandu, his grandson,
PhurbaTshering, said. Ang
Rita was known as the
“snow leopard” for his
climbing skills.

USA

Woman held over
ricinletters sent
to White House

A WOMAN suspected of
sending an envelope con-
taining the poison ricin,
which was addressed to
the White House, hasbeen
arrested at the New York-
Canada border and is also
suspected of sending sim-
ilar poisoned envelopes to
law enforcement agencies
in Texas, officials said on
Monday. The letter had
been intercepted earlier
this week before it reached
the White House. The
woman was taken into
custody by US Customs
and Border Protection offi-
cers. Further details, in-
cluding the woman’s
name, were not revealed.

THAILAND
Plaque challenging
monarchy moved

fromnear palace

A PLAQUE placed by Thai
protesters to declare that
Thailand belongs to the
people and not the king was
removed from near the
Grand Palace in Bangkok
overnight and police said on
Monday they may charge
those behind the symbolic
gesture. The plaque was ce-
mented in place on Sunday
after arally by tens of thou-
sands of people who
cheered calls for reforms to
the monarchy of KingMaha
Vajiralongkorn, the latest
challenge since activists
broke alongstanding taboo
on criticising him. Police
said the plaque would be
“evidence to press charges
against protesters”.

Coronavirus deaths near 1 million
globally and 200,000 in the US

73 countries seeing increase in new cases; fears of resurgence in US as cold weather approaches

NEW YORKTIMES
SEPTEMBER 21

IT IS a staggering toll, almost
200,000 people dead from the
coronavirus in the United States,
and close to one million people
around the world.

And the pandemic, which
sent cases spiking skyward in
many countries and then trend-
ing downward after lockdowns,
has reached a precarious point.
Will countries like the US see the
virus continue to slow? Or is a
new surge on the way? “What
will happen, nobody knows,” said
Catherine Troisi, an infectious dis-
ease epidemiologist at the
University of Texas Health
Science Center. “This virus has
surprised us on many fronts, and
we may be surprised again.”

Inthe US, fewer new Covid-19

Outside NYU Langone Medical Center in Manhattan. New York
was one of the worst-hit cities at the beginning of the Covid-19
outbreakin the US, but it has turned a corner and is now
beginning to reopen schools with in-person classes. Reuters

cases have been detected week
by week since late July.

But in recent days, the na-
tion’s daily count of new cases is
climbing again, fuelling worries
of a resurgence as universities

UAE’s Abu Dhabi ends
alcohol licensing system

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DUBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

ABU DHABI, the conservative
capital of the United Arab
Emirates, is eliminating its licens-
ing system for alcohol purchases
for drinkers after Dubai repeat-
edly loosened its own rules to
boostsales and tourism amid the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
The emirate’s Department of
Culture and Tourism announced
the new rules in a circular dated
lastweek todistributors and liquor
stores, but otherwise did not pub-
licise the decision. Government of-
ficials did not respond to requests

for comment Monday from The
Associated Press.

Previously, individuals had
needed a licence to purchase,
transport or have alcohol in their
homes. But the new rules appear
to only set an age limit of 21 and
require drinkers to consume the
beverages inside private homes
or other licensed areas like bars.
That would allow Muslims who
had been barred from obtaining
licenses to be able to purchase
fromretailers. Eliminating the li-
cences also would decriminalise
alcohol possession, although the
Emirates maintains a strict no-
tolerance policy on drunk driv-
ing and public intoxication.

To set rules for Oli, Nepal
party panel meets today

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, SEPTEMBER 21

SIGNALLING FRESH trouble for
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli,
the central secretariat of the rul-
ing Nepal Communist Party is
meeting Tuesday to decide rules
and norms that the Prime
Minister “should” follow while
effecting changes to the cabinet.
Under pressure from NCP
leaders, Oli has agreed to hand co-
chairman and party rival Pushpa
Kamal Dahal Prachanda all exec-
utive powers to run the party.
Oli and Prachanda are among
the nine senior leaders who make
up the party central secretariat.

“What the powerful body of
the party is planning to do will be
atthe costof the prerogative of the
PM under Nepal’s political sys-
tem,” a central secretariat mem-
bersaid, adding “knowing Oli, it is
hardtobelieve he will accept this”.

Most members, itis learnt, are
working on options to define the
criteria for inductions to the cabi-
net or its complete overhaul.

One such option looks at an
entirely new cabinet under Oli
who will continue for the entire
termof the current parliament, re-
placing the “non-performers”
with “potential doers”. This will
meanaccommodatinginthe cab-
inetleaders of different factions of
the ruling party.

and schools reopen and as colder
weather pushes people indoors.
Around the world, atleast 73
countries are seeing surges in
newly detected cases.
In Europe, after lockdowns

helped control the crisis in spring,
the virus once again is burning its
way across the continent.

When the first wave of infec-
tions spread around the world,
governments imposed sweeping
restrictions, affecting more than
four billion people. Many coun-
tries are now trying to avoid re-
sorting to such intense measures.

“We have a very serious situa-
tion unfolding before us,” Hans
Kluge, the WHO's regional direc-
tor for Europe, said last. “Weekly
cases have now exceeded thosere-
ported when the pandemic first
peaked in Europe in March.”

Deaths in the United States
from the coronavirus neared
200,000 as of Monday morning.
Itwas only four months ago,inlate
May, that the nation’s death roll
reached 100,000. Even the current
tally may be a significant under-
count of the toll, analyses suggest.

156 nations join
vaccine plan, but
US, China absent

Geneva: Some 156 nations have
joined a global scheme for fair
distribution of future vaccines
against Covid-19, an alliance led
by the WHO said Monday, but
the United States and China did
not sign up. US President Donald
Trump’s government has already
secured future supplies through
bilateral deals, prompting accu-
sations of selfish behaviour to the
detriment of poor countries.
China was also missing on the list
of 64 rich nations who joined the
so-called COVAX plan to deliver
2 billion vaccine doses round the
world by the end of 2021, priori-
tising healthcare workers and the
vulnerable. REUTERS

270 WHALES STRANDED OFF TASMANIA

Apod of whales, believed to be pilot whales, stranded on a sandbar at Macquarie Harbour in
Tasmania, Australia. Around 270 whales were stranded on the sandbar and biologists are
planning arescue mission. However, it is believed that at least 25 of the whales are already dead.
Officials said a stranding of this scale is happening for the first time in atleast 10 years. Reuters

Opposition parties in Pakistan
launch alliance to oust Imran Khan

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, SEPTEMBER 21

DEMANDING PAKISTAN Prime
Minister Imran Khan’s immedi-
ate resignation, the country’s
major Opposition parties have
launched an alliance to hold a
countrywide protest movement
to oust his government.

A 26-point joint resolution
was adopted on Sunday by the
All Parties Conference, which
was hosted by the Pakistan
Peoples Party and attended by
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz,
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-

F)and several other parties.
Atajoint press conference after
the end of the multi-party meet-
ing, JUI-F chief Mualana Fazl ur
Rehman read out the resolution
and said Opposition parties agreed
to launch an alliance named
Pakistan Democratic Movement
to organise countrywide protests
against the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf government from October.
The resolution alleged that
the Khan government has been
granted “fake stability by the
same establishment” thatinter-
fered with the elections to bring
the incumbent rulers to power.
In an obvious reference to the

powerful Pakistan Army, the reso-
lution expressed “extreme con-
cern” over the increasing interfer-
ence of the establishment in the
internal affairs of the country and
regarded it asa “danger to the na-
tion’s stability and institutions”.

According to the resolution, in
the first phase of protests, the
Opposition parties will hold joint
rallies in all four provinces in
October. The second phase will be-
ginin December duringwhichthe
Opposition will hold huge rallies
across the country. Finally, a “deci-
sive” long march to Islamabad
would startin January nextyearto
oust the government. PTI

‘Who is our enemy?’ Neutral Switzerland votes on fighter jets

JOHNREVILL
ZURICH, SEPTEMBER 21

SWITZERLAND, WHICH last
fought a foreign war more than
200years agoand hasnodiscern-
able enemies, wants to spend bil-
lions on new fighter jets.

Many oppose the idea, say-
ing the neutral country neither
can afford nor needs cutting-
edge warplanes to defend Alpine

territory which a supersonic jet
can cross in 10 minutes.

Ireland, Malta and
Luxembourg don’t have jets,
they say, making the 6 billion
Swiss franc ($6.6 billion) plan a
waste of money.

“Who is our enemy? Who is
attacking a small, neutral coun-
try — surrounded by NATO?”
asked Priska Seiler Graf,amem-
ber of Parliament for the left-
leaning Social Democrats. “It’s

The Swiss Air Force’s F/A-
18CHornet will go out of
service in 2030. Reuters

really absurd.”

Voters get their say on Sunday
September 27. Approving fund-
ing in the binding referendum
would let the government decide
next year among the Eurofighter
from Airbus, the Rafale from
France’s Dassault, Boeing’s F/A-18
Super Hornet, or the Lockheed
Martin F35-A Lightning IL

The aircraft would replace
Switzerland’s aging fleet of 30
F/A-18 Hornets which will go out

of service in 2030.

Seiler Graf said cheaper alter-
natives, suchas afighterversion of
Leonardo’s M346 trainer, offered
better value than the “expensive
toys” being considered. “We need
new aircraft, that is not disputed,
butbuyinglighter, simpler aircraft
would be enough,” she said. “It
would be better to have aFiat than
aMaserati.” Voters six years ago
rejected the purchase of Gripen
jets from Sweden. REUTERS

72ND ANNUAL PRIMETIME EMMY AWARDS SET RECORD FOR MoOsST WINS BY BLACK ACTORS

Virtual ‘Pandemmys’ ceremony was weird and sometimes wonderful

JOCELYNNOVECK
SEPTEMBER 21

ITWAS Regina King, winning her
fourth career Emmy on Sunday,
who perhaps summed up the
proceedings the most succinctly
— and accurately: “This is freak-
ing weird.”

Being handed your Emmy in-
side your home, by a person you
didn’t know was coming, with
fellow nominees zooming in
from their own homes, while
host Jimmy Kimmel played to a
house of empty seats and card-
board cutouts — well, it WAS
weird as heck.

But the “Pandemmys”, as

Kimmel called this strangest of
award shows, also worked pretty
well attimes —when Kimmeland
Jennifer Aniston weren’t coming
close toaccidentally burning down
the Staples Center with an overly
zealous attempt todisinfectawin-
ner’s envelope with real flames
(yes,aCovid joke).

Schitt’s Creek, the little
Canadian show about a fish-out-
of-water family, made history at
the Emmys with a comedy
awards sweep. Sticcession, a fam-
ily power struggle over a media
empire, was honoured as best
drama series.

Zendaya, 24, became the
youngest lead dramaactress win-
ner for her role as a troubled

teenager in Euphoria. She’s only
the second Black actress to win
the award. This year, the Emmys
nominated a record number of
Black actors and awarded an un-
precedented number of trophies
to Black artistes.

The first award of the
evening, best actress in a com-
edy, went to Schitt’s Creek’s gifted
veteran Catherine O’Hara, and
then they kept winning, the
Canadian crowd becoming in-
creasingly giddy as it became
clear this little show about a
wealthy family down onits luck
was sweeping the comedy
awards. Nobody was more
thrilled than Daniel Levy, son of
best actor winner Eugene Levy;

Host Jimmy Kimmel on stage during the Emmys. AP

the younger Levy won the award
for comedy writing, shared a di-
recting award and captured the

supporting actor trophy.
Levy used some of his consid-
erable mic time to urge viewers

to vote in November. He urged
people to “go out and vote be-
cause thatis the only way that we
are going to have love and accept-
ance out there”. Of course, he
wasn'’t the only one: King, when
she won for HBO's Watchmen, re-
minded watchers: “Have a vot-
ing plan, go to ballotpedia.com,
vote up the ballot, please.” Also
stressing the importance of the
vote: Mark Ruffalo, a winner for
Know This Much Is True.

Having winners give their ac-
ceptance speeches (mostly) from
home was a solution born of ne-
cessity. But there was something
gratifying about watching people
in their own living rooms, sur-
rounded by people they loved, as

New Delhi

Xi takes swipe at US:
No country has right to
dominate global affairs

MICHELLE NICHOLS
UNITEDNATIONS, SEPT 21

WORLD LEADERS came together,
virtually, on Monday to mark the
75th anniversary of the United
Nations, as the deadly coronavirus
pandemic and tensions between
the USand Chinachallenge the ef-
fectiveness and solidarity of the
193-member world body.

As Covid-19 began to spread
around the world earlier this
year, forcing millions of people
to shelter at home and dealing a
devastating economic blow,
countries turned inward and
diplomats say the United
Nations struggled to assertitself.

Long-simmering tensions be-
tween the United States and China
hit boiling point over the pan-
demic, spotlighting Beijing’s bid
for greater multilateral influence
inachallenge to Washington's tra-
ditional leadership.

In an apparent swipe at the
United States, China’s President
Xi Jinping said on Monday: “No
country has the right to dominate
global affairs, control the destiny
of others, or keep advantages in
developmentall toitself. Evenless
should one be allowed to do
whatever it likes and be the hege-
mon, bully or boss of the world.
Unilateralismis adead end.”

Xi’s remarks were not in the
video he recorded for the meet-
ing. They were included in a
longer statement that the
Chinese UN mission said was
submitted to the world body.

China has portrayed itself as
the chief cheerleader for multi-
lateralism as US President
Donald Trump’s disregard forin-
ternational cooperation led to

Xi Jinping

US moves to
restore UN

Iran sanctions

Washington: The United
States slapped additional
sanctions on Iran on
Monday after the Trump
administration’sdisputed
unilateral weekend decla-
ration that all United
Nations penalties eased
under the 2015 nuclear
deal had been restored.
The announcement came
indefiance of nearly all UN
members, who have re-
jected US’legal standing to
impose the international
sanctions. It set the stage
for an ugly showdown at
the annual UN General
Assembly this week. PTI

Washington quitting global
deals on climate and Iran and
leaving the UN Human Rights
Council and the WHO.

Deputy US Ambassador to
the UN Cherith Norman Chalet
told the General Assembly that
the world body had in many
ways proven to be a “successful
experiment”, but “there are also
reasons for concern”. REUTERS

Russia: Minimal chance
of extending last major
nuclear pact with US

GABRIELLE
TETRAULT-FARBER
MOSCOW, SEPTEMBER 21

RUSSIA SEES “minimal” chances
of extending the New START
treaty with the United States — the
last major nuclear arms pact be-
tween the two countries — be-
cause it does not accept conditions
set out by Washington, Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov
was quoted as saying on Monday.

His comments came after
Marshall Billingslea, the US
Special Presidential Envoy for
Arms Control, told a Russian
newspaper that Moscow must
accept a joint agreement with
the United States on extending
the treaty before the US presi-
dential election in November.

“I'suspect that after President
Trump wins re-election, if Russia
has not taken up our offer, that
the price of admission, as we
would say in the US, goes up,”
Billingslea told Kommersant
newspaper in an interview.

Ryabkov said the condition
stated by Billingslea consti-
tuted an ultimatum and low-
ered the chances of reaching
any kind of agreement to ex-
tend the deal, which expires in
February next year.

awkward or messy as it some-
times was. Ruffalo, for example,
when he spoke of the “big, impor-
tant moment ahead of us” as a
country, was cheered with smiles,
tears and pumped fists by his wife,
Sunny, surely one of the most sup-
portive spouses in Emmy history.
OnTwitter, there were calls for her
to win best supporting actress.
Uzo Aduba, winning her
Emmy for playing Shirley
Chisholm in “Mrs. America,”
knew what she had to say first:
“Mom, I won!” Her mother, it
turns out, was downstairs,and ac-
cording to Aduba, a bit confused
as to how things were working.
“She was not fully grasping,”
Aduba said later. ““What do you

Upsetting
@ thebalance

EXPLAINED

OVER THE years, many of
the pacts designed to reduce
the chances and scale of
armed conflict between the
US and Russia have been
torn up or allowed to lapse.
The New START treaty, the
last major nuclear weapons
pact between the two coun-
tries, puts limits on the
number of strategic missiles
and warheads that the US
and Russia can deploy. Not
renewing the treaty would
take away the most impor-
tant pillar for maintaining
the balance of nuclear arms
between the countries.

“We cannot talk in this man-
ner,” TASS news agency quoted
Ryabkov as saying. Another
agency, RIA, quoted him as say-
ing the chances of a treaty exten-
sion were minimal.

The New START accord,
signed in 2010, limits the num-
ber of strategic nuclear war-
heads that Russia and the United
States can deploy. REUTERS

mean the Emmys are going to be
in the house? Are people coming
here?’ She was downstairsand so
excited and so proud.” The cutest
part was when Aduba ended her
speech, turned away from us and
promptly called out: "Mommy!”

There were no fashion rules
on a night when some people
seemed to be dressed way down
and others way up (we saw you,
Billy Porter). Both King and
Aduba used that freedom to
highlight animportant moment
in the struggle for social justice,
wearing T-shirts referring to
Breonna Taylor, the 26-year-old
EMT from Louisville, Kentucky,
who was shot and killed by po-
lice in March. AP
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On US radar: India
transactions with Dubai
gold major indicted by
US anti-drugs task force

SHYAMLALYADAV
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

IN 2014, the Dubai-based
Kaloti Jewellery Group, one of
thelargestgold tradersand re-
finers in the world, was in-
dicted as a key cog in the dirty
gold trade buying the precious
metal from those suspected of
money laundering, by a
US Drug Enforcement
Administration-led task force.

At around the same time,
asmany as 152 transactions of
Indian companies with Kaloti
were red-flagged as suspicious
to US Treasury’s Financial Cri-
mes Enforcement Network
(FinCEN), according to Suspic-
ious Activity Reports, or SARS,
investigated by The Indian Exp-
ress. These were obtained by
BuzzFeed News and shared
with International Consortium
of Investigative Journalistsand
108 media partners as part of
the ongoing FinCEN Files inve-
stigation. The SARs highlighted
thatmany of these Indian firms
had nothing to do with the
gold business and one of them,
records show, figuresin the list
oftop bank-loan defaultersre-
leased by the RBI last year.

Consider the key Kaloti
transactions withIndian links:

Three SARs were filed by
Deutsche Bank Trust Company
Americas (DBTCA) red-flag-
ging 55 transactions, between
February and September2013,
inwhich Kaloti received $47.96
million from Delhi-based Met
TradeIndiaLimited, now called
Metenere Ltd. The SARs cited
examples of “several large
round dollar transactions,”
same-day payments on four
occasions; payments for “gold
trading” despite the fact that
Met Trade makes no mention
of gold inits operations.

An SAR filed by The Royal
Bankof Scotland, Connecticut,
onOctober 1,2013, cited Jai Gu-
rudev Industries & Wareho-
using, one of the companies of
Mumbai-based Rajsi Group
that includes Amico Pharma,
General Export Enterprises
and RajsiBros. According tothe
group’s website, Jai Gurudevis
into “export commodities of
sugar, rice, wheat flour, Indian
yellow maize, jowar, bajraetc.”

This SAR flagged 65 “suspi-
cious” transactions between
September 2012 and August
2013 for $4.44 million involv-
ing Amico, General and Jai
Gurudev.Itraised the question:
why “atextiles merchantis re-
ceiving payments from a gold
refiner?” Questions wereema-
iled todirectors of the Rajsi Gr-
oup but they did not respond.

Rajsi Group isn’t the only
onelinked toKalotiin the SARs.

An SAR filed by Standard
Chartered Bank, New York on
October 17, 2012, noted that
Surana Corporation, based in
Chennai and now under liqui-
dation, made 31 transactions
for $74.72 million from Octo-
ber 2009 through December
2011 with Kaloti.

Lastyear,Suranawasinthe
list of defaultersreleased by the
RBI for Rs 855-crore bank loan
from SBI, Central Bank of India,
among others. On January 2
this year, the division bench of
National Company Law Tribu-
nal, Chennai, directed the CBI
tohand over400.47 kg of gold
seized from Suranato the com-
pany’s liquidator. The CBI had
seized this gold for alleged viol-
ation of import laws in 2013.
Later, the agency filed a closure
report in the trial court citing
“insufficient” evidence and the
court accepted it. Surana
Corporation is under liquida-
tion and the Resolution
Professional for the company
did notrespond to queries sent
by The Indian Express.

Kaloti makes an appeara-
nce in another SAR filed by
DBTCA on October 16, 2012,
which also flags transactions
related to Dubai-based Bafleh
Jewellery, owned by Ramesh
Bhogilal Vora and his son Chi-
rag Ramesh Vora. This SARide-
ntified 3,200 transactions for
$7.05billion during June-Sept-
ember 2012 and said that the
bank had “launched a special
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investigation regarding indi-
viduals and entities including
Kaloti and Bafleh Jewellery.”
Another SAR filed the very
next day, by Standard Charte-
red Bank, New York (SCB NY),
referred toover 5,000 transac-
tions for $2.78 billion from
January 2008 to August 2012
made by companies including
Kaloti and Bafleh. “The true
sources of funds could not be
verified leaving the money trail
obscure and lacking in trans-
parency,” this SAR said.
Incidentally, Chirag Vora
was arrested by Customs on
December21,2012 atChhatra-
pati Shivaji International Air-
port in Mumbai for allegedly
“smuggling” diamond jew-
ellery of Rs 40 lakh. Bafleh
Jewellery did not respond to
queries sent by The Indian
Express. Asked about its trans-
actions, Kaloti,inresponse toa
detailed questionnaire sent by
the International Consortium
of Investigative Journalists
(ICT)), said that it owed “legal
duties of confidentiality” to its
customers and sowas notina
position to disclose “propri-
etary information of the type
you are seeking.” Claiming it
had “remained fully compliant
withall legal and regulatory re-
quirements relating toits busi-
ness and all transactions,”
Kaloti said that KYC checks on
all clients are regularly re-
viewed and updated. It added
thatithad ceased trading with
Surana Corporationin 2013.
Ontransactions with com-
panies of Rajsi Group, Kaloti
said: “It is not clear why you
seem toexpect, orassume, that
the recipient (third party)ina
third-party transaction would
necessarily, oreven likely, bein
the same business as the re-
mitter of the payment; this is
certainly not consistent witha
standard understanding of
typical third-party payments.
Kaloti has remained fully com-
pliant with all legal and regu-
latory requirements relating to
itsbusinessandall transactions
which it has been party to.”
When asked about the co-
mpany’s transactions with
Kaloti, Met Trade India’s di-
rector SC Tandon told The
Indian Express: “All payments
were against commercial
transaction only which are
linked to London Bullion
Market Association Rates
duly supported by do-
cuments required for Inter-
national trade and move-
ment of goods including but
not limited to Airway Bills etc.
All the consignments were
subject to 100% examination
by Custom authorities ... The
material purchased from
Kaloti is raw material for one
of the segments of our busi-
ness and used for ma-
nufacturing of finished goods.
Few of the consignments
were also canalized through
State Trading Corporation for
further use by us on consign-
ment delivery basis.”
Despite the US indict-
ment, the US Treasury
Department never took ac-
tion against Kaloti. Former
Treasury officials said a deci-
sion on whether to move
ahead was deferred for fear of
angering the United Arab
Emirates, a key US ally in the
Middle East. When attempts
to convince the UAE to act on
its own against Kaloti fizzled,
the investigation was moth-
balled, investigators told ICIJ.
ADEA spokesman said the
Kaloti case is now closed and
declined to answer questions
about the investigation.

DOWN 812 POINTS AT 38,034

Sensex plunges on global sell-off, reports
of banks red flagging deals to US FinCEN

Jindal Steel falls 11.67%; Hong Kong-listed shares of Standard Chartered, HSBC drop

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

DOMESTIC STOCK markets on
Monday joined a global sell-off,
triggered by fears of the impact of
the Covid-19 resurgence on the
world economy and investigative
reports in the international me-
dia, including The Indian Express,
on banks red-flagging transac-
tions to the US FinCEN for sus-
pected money laundering or fi-
nancial fraud.

The Sensex plummeted 812
points, or 2.09 per cent, to
38,034.14 and the Nifty50 fell
25440 points, or 2.21 per cent, to
11,250.55.

The overheated markets were
just waiting for some reason to

Fading hopes
of USfiscal
® stimulus

EXPLAINED

SHARES SLIPPED on fears
that the global economy is
likely to come under pres-
sure again due to a resur-
gence in coronavirus in-
fections in Europe, while
fading hopes for US fiscal
stimulus weighed.

correct and the sharp fall in the
global markets was a good reason
for domestic markets to correct,
said veteran BSE dealer Pawan
Dharnidharka.

Analysts said Asian shares, in-

cludingIndia, slipped on fears that
the global economy is likely to
come under pressure again due to
aresurgence of coronavirus infec-
tionsin Europe, while fading hopes
for US fiscal stimulus hopes also
weighed. Hong Kong-listed shares
of Standard Chartered and HSBC
tumbled on Monday following re-
ports that they allegedly moved
large sums of suspicious funds.
European stocks fell the most
since July after the report on bank
allegations, and signs that London
is heading for a second lockdown.
Airlines and travel companies led
losses in the Europe Stoxx 600
Index. HSBCHoldings Plcfell to the
lowest since 1995 and European
bank shares dropped following the
report on lapses in suspicious ac-
tivity reports by large banks in-

cluding JPMorgan, Standard
Chartered, Barclays, Deutsche
Bank and BNY Mellon, said
Deepak Jasani, head of retail
Research, HDFC Securities.

Jindal Steel & Power, which
was mentioned in the report,
plunged 11.67 percenttoRs 17530
on the BSE on Monday.

Ajit Mishra, VP-research,
Religare Broking, said, “Markets
started the week on a feeble note
and lostnearly 2.5 per cent follow-
ing weak global peers. While the
first halfwas lacklustre, significant
selling pressure was witnessed in
the latter half.” The broader mar-
kets too followed suit as both the
mid-cap and small-cap indices
ended lower. The rupee gained 7
paise to 73.38 against dollar de-
spite the market fall.

Punjab, Kerala, Chhattisgarh say majority view
being pushed by Centre on GST compensation issue

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 21

A DAY after the Centre enlisted
supportof 21 statesand union ter-
ritories for its borrowing plan to
meet the compensation deficit
under the Goods and Services Tax
(GST)regime, three of the remain-
ing 10 opposition-ruled states
voiced their concerns about the
ultimatum being issued to them
for choosing the borrowing op-
tions before the next GST Council
meeting slated for October 5.
Kerala, Punjab and
Chhattisgarh stated that the fed-
eral structure and the consensual
nature of the GST Council is get-
ting eroded with the majority
view of the ruling party at the
Centre being adopted as the
choice for all, even as 10 opposi-
tion-ruled states have still not
opted for the borrowing options.
The central government had
onSunday said that 21 states have
opted for Option 1 — borrowing

These states have raised
concerns about the
ultimatum to choose
the borrowing options
before the next GST
Council meeting

0fRs 97,000 crore throughan RBI-
facilitated special window to meet
this year’scompensation deficit of
Rs2.35lakhcrore. While 21 states
and union territories, namely
AndhraPradesh, Arunachal Prad-
esh, Assam, Bihar, Goa, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Ja-
mmu&Kashmir, Karnataka, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Pud-
ucherry, Sikkim, Tripura, Utta-
rakhand and Uttar Pradesh have
opted for option 1, Opposition-
ruled states/union territories such
as Jharkhand, Kerala, Mahara-
shtra, Delhi, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Telangana, and West Bengal, as
well as Tamil Nadu are yet to detail

Rajan, Acharya proposals
for the banking sector:
Winding down of DFS,

reprivatising select PSBs

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER 21

FORMER RESERVE Bank of India
(RBI) Governor Raghuram Rajan
and former Deputy Governor
Viral Acharya have proposed cre-
ation of a bad bank, winding
down of Department of Financial
Servicesin the Ministry of Finance,
paring down the government
stake in public-sector banks
(PSBs) below 50 per cent and
reprivatisation of some PSBstore-
form the banking sector.

Inapapertitled “Indian banks:
A time to reform?”, released on
Monday, Rajan and Acharya said
state-linked banks can be a first
step in altering the ownership
structure of some PSBs, where the
government brings down its
stakes tobelow 50 per cent, creat-
ing distance from operations of
banks and improving governance
along the way. “Re-privatization of
select PSBs can then be under-
taken as part of a carefully cali-
brated strategy, bringing in private
investors who have both financial
expertise as well as technological
expertise; corporate houses must
be kept from acquiring significant
stakes, given their natural conflicts
of interest,” they said.

The paper said automatic dilu-
tions can be deployed as another
intermediate step to reprivatisa-
tion, whereby the government
commits upfront to letting the
bank board dilute the govern-
ment’s stake through raising of
fresh capital whenever the govern-
ment is unable to inject the capi-
talrequired to meet regulatory re-
quirements.

The paper said winding down
Department of Financial Services
inthe Ministry of Financeis essen-
tial, both as an affirmative signal of
theintent tograntbank boardsand
management independence and
asacommitmentnot toengagein
“mission creep” when compul-
sions arise to use banks for serving
costly social or political objectives.

SBI chief: Banks
not risk averse,
being prudent

New Delhi: Asserting that
there is muted demand for
loans, SBI Chairman Rajnish
Kumar on Monday said
banks are not risk averse but
they are being prudent in
these trying times to avoid
arepeat of the post-2008
scenario when there was
“dilution” in credit under-
writing standards. PTI

While Rajan is now Professor of
Finance at University of Chicago
Booth School of Business, Acharya
is Professor of Economics at the
NYU Stern School of Business.

On tackling of bad loans, they
said private asset management
and national asset management
“badbanks” should be encouraged
in parallel to the online platform
for distressed loan sales. Private
players could aggregate and re-
cover on loans in sectors where
government intervention isn’t
necessary. “The national public
sector “bad bank” could serveasa
vehicle to aggregate loans, create
management teams for distressed
firms, and possibly buy and hold
distressed assets in a sector, like
power, tilldemand returns. It could
provide fall-back prices for loans
sold by PSBs,” the paper said.

They said incentive structures
for managements need to be
strengthened with longer terms
for senior management, betteras-
sessment of performance, per-
formance-based promotions and
extensions, as well as some re-
liance on lateral hiring, which
would also bring in state-of-the-
art banking ideas and practices.

“Operational independence
for boards and management ...
needs to be embraced by creating
a holding company structure for
government stakes,” they said.

their choice to the Centre.
Punjab Finance Minister
Manpreet Singh Badal said that
the GST Council “cannotbe runon
the whims and fancies or the dis-
cretion or the executive decision”.
“This is not how the GST was de-
signed, it is not the way the GST
Council was supposed to func-
tion,” he told The Indian Express.
The dispute resolution mech-
anism, stated in Article 279 of the
Constitution, needs to be acti-
vated, he said. “In the GST Compe-
nsation Act, under Section 279,
there is a dispute resolution me-
chanism that needs to be acti-
vated within the GST Council. We
need to exhaust that. One cannot
opt for voting on every matter.”
Badal further said that the dis-
tinction of compensation deficit
onthebasis of Covid-19 pandemic
and non-Covid pandemic is
wrong while questioning the
methodology for arriving at the
estimates for GST compensation
deficitand the borrowing figures.
Kerala Finance MInister Tho-

mas Isaac said the Centre should
stop serving ultimatums to states.
“Centre government is only a me-
mber of the GST Council with 333
% of votes.Itis the Council that has
constitutional powers to take de-
cisions. Call the Council immedi-
ately. Stopissuing threats. India is
stillafederal country,” he tweeted.
Chhattisgarh Health Minister
TSSingh Deo, whorepresents the
state in the GST Council, said states
are being arm-twisted into mak-
inga choice in line with the polit-
ical party in power and the
Council is not being run on con-
sensus. “The central government
orhead of the GST Council should
stand back from arm twisting. It
does not grace the federal struc-
ture of our country that states
should be made to getin line with
whatever the party in power or
Centre is thinking, party having a
majority in the GST Council is
wanting to be pushed through. It
is very unfortunate,” he said.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

‘EV penetration in PVs, CVs
to stay low in medium-term’

Penetration of electric vehicles (EVs) will remain low in
medium-term in passenger vehicle (PV) and commercial
vehicle (CV) segments, an Icra report said

Investmentinvendor systems
needed: EV vendor systems
need substantial investments to
keep costs under check and
reduce dependence onimported
electronic systems

Vehicle finance another
challenge: Modality of vehicle
financingin a battery-
swappable model, where core
batteryis owned/leased by a
third party and financiers only
have control over residual
vehicle, is another challenge

8-10%:=Vmnen

vehicle sales in two-wheeler and

intra-city busesin next 5 years

Why thisisimportant: EV
prices higher than internal
combustion engine vehicles and
lack of public charging
infrastructure has resulted in
minimal EV penetration

Source: Icra/PTI

International market data till 1900 IST

String of Covid-positive
cases on Air India leads to
Hong Kong suspending
carrier’s incoming flights

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

AT Atime when India is negotiat-
ing setting up of air bubbles to
gradually scale up international
flight operations from the coun-
try, state-owned airlines Air India
and its low-cost subsidiary Air
India Express are witnessing flight
suspensions for carrying Covid-19
positive passengers on at least
four different flights.

Inthe latest development, the
Hong Kong administration has
banned Air India from flying toits
airport for two weeks till October
3 after six passengers, from Delhi
into Hong Kong on a September
18 Air India flight, tested positive
upon arrival. This was preceded
by Air India Express flying one
passenger each to Dubai from
Delhiand Jaipuron August 28 and
September 4, respectively, with
Covid-19 positive test certificates.
Prior to this, Air India carried 11
Covid-19 positive passengersona
single flight from Delhi to Hong
Kong on August 14.

India currently has air bubble
arrangements with a total of 13
countries — the US, the UK, France,
Germany, the UAE, Maldives,
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Canada,
Iraq, Nigeria, Japanand Qatar. The
central government is also nego-
tiating these arrangements with
other countries like Australia, Italy,
New Zealand, Israel, Kenya, the
Philippines, Russia, Singapore,
South Korea and Thailand.

In addition to suspending Air
India from landing till October 3,
the Hong Kong administration has
banned Cathay Dragon from fly-
ing on the Kuala Lumpur-Hong
Kongroute for the same period af-
ter five passengers on its
September 18 flight tested Covid-
19 positive. Cathay Dragon said
that all these passengers were
travelling from India via an Air
India Express flight.

This is the second time Hong
Kongauthorities have banned Air
India from flying intoiits airport af-
ter a similar two-week suspen-
sion order was served to the flag-
carrierin August, when the airline
flew 14 Covid-19 positive passen-
gers on a single flight. According
to the Hong Kong Centre for
Health Protection, eight of the 19
fresh Covid-19 cases with a travel
history recorded on September 20
had arrived into the special ad-
ministrative region from India. On
September 19, five out of nine im-
ported Covid-19 cases recorded
were arrivals from India.

As per the rules notified by
Hong Kong authorities, passen-
gers travelling to Hong Kong from
high risk countries like India,
Pakistan, the Philippines,
Indonesiaand the US need to have
a Covid-19 test conducted 72
hours prior to the scheduled time
of departure. Additionally, on
September 15, Hong Kong gov-
ernment tightened its regulations
to contain Covid-19 pandemic by
announcing a ban for any airline
that carries five or more Covid-19
positive passengers, or operates
two consecutive flights with three
or more infected passengers.

In response to queries by The
Indian Express, the Hong Kong
Department of Health said: “The

PARLIAMENT APPROVES INSOLVENCY CODE AMENDMENTS

No IBC proceedings against cos defaulting
in 6-month period starting from March 25

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

PARLIAMENT ON Monday ap-
proved the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2020, whereby
fresh insolvency proceedings will
not be initiated for at least six
months starting fromMarch 25in
view of the coronavirus pandemic.

TheBill replaces an Ordinance
that restricts financial and opera-
tional creditors and corporate
debtors frominitiatinginsolvency
proceedings for defaults occurring
for six months post-March 25,
with the government having the

option of extending this exemp-
tion period to one year. Creditors
will not be able to initiate insol-
vency proceedings under the IBC
for defaults during the specified
period, even after it has elapsed.
“The defaults occurring out of
this particular pandemic are be-
ing keptout forever,” said Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in
her reply to the debate on the Bill
in Lok Sabha. Sitharaman and
government officials have noted
that the suspension of insolvency
proceedings was necessary as,
under the current economic cir-
cumstances, it was likely that
companies entering into insol-
vency proceedings would not

find bidders and would likely end
up in liquidation proceedings.

Experts noted that the govern-
ment should have considered not
suspending theright of companies
to voluntarily initiate insolvency
proceedings under Section 10 of
the IBC. Bishwajit Dubey, partner
atCyril Amarchand Magaldas, said
the government should not have
suspended Section 10 of the IBC,
under which a company can vol-
untarily enterinsolvency proceed-
ings, noting that “ifacompanyisin
asituationwhereitsdebtkeeps pil-
ing up and it is not able to make
payments”, itshould beallowed to
voluntarilyinitiate insolvency pro-
ceedings.

SBI unveils loan restructuring policy for retail borrowers

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

STATE BANK of India (SBI) has
come out witharestructuring pol-
icy as per directives of RBI to pro-

vide relief to its retail borrowers
from the adverse impact of Covid-
19. For smooth and hassle-free
implementation of the policy, the
state-run bank has also launched
anonline portal.

“The customers can check

New Delhi

their eligibility for the restructur-
ingof theirloans through this por-
tal sitting at their home/office or
from anywhere as per their con-
venience and comfort,” said CS
Setty, Managing Director (Retail &

Digital Banking), SBL.
N

Hong Kong has banned Air
India from flying to its
airport till October 3. File

Department of Health (DH) has
been closely monitoring the epi-
demicsituation and has tightened
the criteria from September 15 ...
to prohibit landing of passenger
flights in Hong Kong ... As a flight
operated by Air India (AI310) ar-
riving Hong Kong from Delhi on
September 18 had 6 passengers
confirmed to have infected with
COVID-19 upon arrival testing, the
DH invoked the aforementioned
regulation to prohibit landing of
passenger flights operated by Air
India in Hong Kong from
September 20 to October 3”.

Air India only had one Vande
Bharat flight scheduled during the
period of suspension on
September 21, whichitcancelled.
In a statement, the airline said it
cannot be held responsible for la-
cunae in the issue of test reports
to passengers. “Air India, as a re-
sponsible airline, is strictly con-
forming to these rules and proto-
col. Only passengers with Covid
negative reports are being al-
lowed to board from India.
Another mandatory Covid-19test
is carried out for passengers after
landingin Hong Kong and reports
of the same may vary fromthe re-
ports of tests conducted 72 hours
before taking the flight. Hence, Air
India cannot be held responsible
foranylacunae ontheissue of pas-
senger test reports,” an Air India
spokesperson said.

Air India Express declined
comment on the Hong Kong sus-
pensionissue. In the low-cost air-
line’s run-in with the Dubai au-
thorities, whichbanned theairline
from flying to Dubai airports for
15daysbutreversedits orderonly
aday later, Air India Express has
blamed its ground handling agen-
cies—alsoits sister concerns — Air
India-SATS in Delhi and Air India
Air Transport Ltd (AIATSL) in
Jaipur for the lapses, as a result of
which passengers carrying Covid-
19 positive test reports were al-
lowed to board the flights.

Responding to queries from
this newspaper, an AI-SATS
spokesperson said: “As a ground
handling partnerwe place utmost
priority to the needs of our cus-
tomer airlines especially inan ever
evolving operating environment
as COVID-19. We take cognisance
of the incident that happened at
our Delhi business unit. As a con-
scientious organisation we have
taken appropriate action in this
matter. We have also upped our
internal processes to ensure we
continue to follow measures and
guidelinesissued by IATA, the gov-
ernment, DGCA, airport operator
and our airline partner while han-
dlingall flights”. Attempts toreach
AIATSL CEO Captain AK Sharma
for comment were unsuccessful.

—— BRIEFLY —

“Telecom tower
industry needs
£93,000cr

New Delhi: The telecom to-
wer industry would need in-
vestment of up to Rs 93,000
crore over next five years to
tap and realise full potential
of India’s growing demand
inthe4G and 5G technology,
a joint report by Tower and
Infrastructure Providers
Association and EY said.

Foundation laid
for Powergrid
projectsin Bihar

New Delhi: Power Minister
RKSingh laid down founda-
tion for the LILO construc-
tion project of double circuit
Kishanganj-Darbhanga tra-
nsmission line of Powergrid
anda 150-bedded boys hos-
tel at CM Science College,
Darbhanga, Bihar. ENS
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We Satish Tyagi & Upasana
Tyagi R/0 A-04, Rail
Nagar,Sector-50, Noida
Distt.Gautam Buddh Nagar
Has ChangedOur Minor
Daughter Name From Drasti
Tyagi To DrishtiTyagi As Per
Affidavit 24AE 124140

0070714832-2

I, Saurabh Singh S/0 Jatkrit
Singh Negi R/0 G.F Plot-12A,KH
No0-609,Shyam Vihar Phase-
1,Najafgarh,Delhi have
changed my nameto Saurabh
Singh Negi. 0070714634-1

Itis general information that
I,Naseem Ahmad S/o
Shahabuddin R/0-V-
182,Gali.No.-23Vijay
Park,Maujpur,Delhi-
110053,inform that name of my
wife has been wrongly-written
as Shakilain my Passport No.K
7691639.The actual name of my
wife is Shakila Begum which
may be amended accordingly.

0040549243-8

I, Satveer Tyagi S/0-Sh. Mangat
Singh R/0-H.N0.68, Village-
Sultanpur, GautamBudh
Nagar U.P.-201304,have
changed my nameto Satvir for
all future purposes.

0040549236-1

I, Reena W/o Sh Akhilesh
Ranjan Bhardwaj R/o G-6/58
Rohini Sec-11 Delhi changed
my name Reena Devi

0070714860-1

Itis general information that
I,Fauzia,D/o Naseem Ahmad
R/0V-182, Gali.No.-23,Vijay
Park, Maujpur,Delhi-
110053,inform that name of my
mother has been wrongly-
written as ShakeelaBegumin
my Passport No.K-9514858 and
educational-documents.The
actual name of my mother is
Shakila Begum which may be
amended accordingly.

0040549243-7

I, Ravindra Kumar, S/o Shankar
Singh R/0-E-276, Sector-Delta-
1,Greater Noida,U.P. Ravindra
Kumar & Ravindra Kumar
Chauhan are same person,In
future,shall be known-as
Ravindra Kumar. 0040549236-2

I, Ramavtar Yadav S/o-Mangal,
H.No0.6461,Pocket-6 &
7 Vasant-Kunj, South-West-
Delhi-110070,have changed
my minor daughter’s name
Nikita to Nikita Yadav.

0040549238-8

Itis for general information
that,Naveen Kumar Jain,S/o
Ramesh Chand Jain,R/0-
X/1232,Gali.No.1,Rajgarh-
Colony Delhi-110031,declare
that name of mine has been
wrongly-written as Naveen
Jainin School-Record of my
minor daughter Aditi Jain(14-
Years).The actual-name of
mine is Naveen Kumar Jain
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040549248-7

I, Rajneet Kaur Chhatwal W/o
Harshanvit Singh Chhatwal
R/0 Anvit Farm House, Vill & PO
Ghevra, Ghevra Nizampur
Road, Delhi-110081, declare
that | have changed my name
from Rajneet Kaur to Rajneet
Kaur Chhatwal both are
names of one and the same
person &l will be known as
Rajneet Kaur Chhatwal for all
future purposes.

0040549234-1

l,Vijaya laxmi Sachdeva W/o
DARSHAN LAL SACHDEV R/0-A-
207,UGF, STREET-NO.23
CHATTARPUR-ENCLAVE PH-2
N.D-110074,have changed my
given name as Vijay and
Surname as Sachdev forall
purposes. 0040549219-1

I, Parvinder,S/0-Ramanand,
R/0-H.NO.777,Village
Ghevra,Delhi-110081,have
changed my nameto
Pravinder for all Purposes.

0040549245-3

l,Veena W/o Pyare Lal R/0 403,
Pooth Kalan, Delhi-86 will use
my name as Veena instead of
Ramesh Kumariand my D.O.B.
is10.8.1972 for all intents and
purposes in future

0040549139-1

I, PRITIMALIK W/O-HARMEET
MAHLA R/0-A-60 CHANDER-
VIHAR NILOTHIEXTN NANGLOI
DELHI-110041,have changed
my name to PRITI MAHLA.

0040549238-1

1,Suresh,S/0-Shrinath,R/0-A-
265,J.)J Colony,Sector-
24,Rohini,Delhi-110085,declare
that my Son Ankit in School
record my name wrong
mentioned Pappu whereas my
correct nameis Suresh.

0040549245-1

I, Nikhil Kumar,S/o Ravinder
Tanwar R/0.H.No-147,Mandi
Village,New Delhi-110047,Have
Changed My Name To Nikhil
For Future. 0040549248-1

l,Pradeep Kumar Ghoshal S/O-
Naryan Chandra Ghoshal R/o-
E-824(GF)Chittaranjan
Park,New Delhi-110019,Have
changed my name to Pradeep
Ghoshal. 0040549238-3

I, Mohd. Asif R/0-A-2/10-A, DDA-
Flats, Inderlok, Delhi-110035
have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Rafia to
Rafia Ansari permanently.

0040549248-2

l,Pawan Gola S/o Chandra Pal
Singh, R/0-H.N0.269, Vill-
Chhlera, Gail.No.3, Sector-44,
Noida, UP-201301, have
changed my name to Pawan
Kumar for all,future purposes.

0040549244-1

I, Masooma W/o Mohd Naqi
Karimi,R/0-A-103,
Gali.No.09,Wazirabad
Village,Delhi-110084 have
changed my nameto
Masooma Karimi.

0040549254-3

I,Naresh Chandra Gupta,S/o-
Sh.Siddh Gopal Gupta,R/0-
H.No.B-17,Gali.No.1,Sheetla
Colony,Gurugram,
Haryana,informthat Naresh
Chandra Guptaand Naresh
Guptaboth are
same,person.My
correct,name is Naresh
Chandraand my wife name
Prem Lata Gupta and Lata
Gupta both name,are same
person. 0040549248-3

I, Jitendra Singh,S/0 Anar Singh
R/0.A-32 Flat.N0.47 Sai
Apartment Sector-13,Rohini
Delhi-110085, changed my
name to Jitender Singh.

0040549248-6

I, Mamta Sharma D/o Jai
Bhagwan Sharma and W/o
Kuldeep Vashishtha R/o Flat
No0-29B, Noor City Chandigarh
Ropar Road, Khanpur, Kharar
SAS Nagar, (Mohali), Punjab-
140301, have changed my
name to Poonam Vashishtha

0070714820-1

I, Ajay Bansal,s/o Jagdish
Prasad Bansal, r/o Plot
No0.9,10,Ground-
Floor,Rajendra-Park
Extension,Nangloi,Delhi-41,
have changed my name to
Ajay Kumar Bansal,for
all,future purposes.

0040549243-6

I, Mahendra Singh s/o Mohan
Singhr/o C-68A, First Floor,
Mansarovar Garden, Delhi-
110015 have changed my name
to MAHINDER PAL SINGH
permanently. MAHENDRA
SINGH and MAHINDER PAL
SINGH both are same and one
person. 0040549208-1

I,Monika Bali Alias Monika
Sharma,D/0-S C Bali W/o Sunil
Sharma,R/0-121/C,2nd-
Floor,Block AD,Power
Apts.Pitampura,Delhi-88,have
changed my name to Monika
Sharma for,all purposes.

0040549245-2

I, Harpal Singh S/o0 Inder Singh
kohli R/0-M-501,Guru
Harkishan-Nagar, Paschim-
Vihar,Delhi-87,have changed
my name to Harpal Singh
Kohli. 0040549243-3

1,Mohit Tyagi S/o Sh.Gyan
Chand Tyagi R/0-WZ-
44A,Budhela-Village,Vikas
Puri,New Delhi-110059,declare
that Mohit Tyagi and Mohit are
the names of one and same
personlshallbesolely liable
for the same. 0040549254-2

I, Gurneer Kaur,W/o Harpal
Singh kohli R/0-M-501,Guru
Harkishan Nagar,Paschim-
Vihar,Delhi-87,have changed
my name to Gurneer Kaur
Kohli. 0040549243-2

I,Hitherto known as Gurmeet
Kaur@Gurmeet Kaur Grover
D/o-Avtar Singh W/o-
Ghanshyam Singh Grover,R/o-
H.No.J-5/7,Krishna-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
Gurmeet Kaur Grover.

0040549248-5

I, Dilipkumar Govind Narkar S/o
Govind Narkar R/027/1890,
MHB Colony, Abhyudaya
Nagar, Veer SK Hadkar Marg,
Kalachowki, Mumbai,
Maharashtra-400033, have
changed my nameto Dilip
Govind Narkar.  0070714840-1

I, Ayush Saluja S/O Ganpat Rai
Saluja R/0 102/17 Mahavir
Mandir Gali Bahadurgarh
Jhajjar Haryana-124507
changed my name to Aayush

0070714858-1

I, tripta W/o yash pal gera
h.no.1006 sector-10A gurgaon
farrukhnagar haryana-122001,
changed my nameto tripta
gera. 0040549248-4

I, Avinash Kumar,S/o Sh.Jai
Singh R/0 H.N0.209-D, DDA-
Flats, Satyam-Enclave,Jhilmil-
Colony,Delhi-110095.have
changed my name,from
Avinash Choudhary to Avinash
Kumar,for all,future purposes.

0040549243-5

I, Vinod Kumar S/o Chander
Singh R/0 184, Pathar Wali Gali,
Asoda Todran (28), Assaudha,
Jhajjar, bahadurgarh,
Haryana-124505, that name of
my wife has been wrongly
written as Poonam Deviin my
Service Record. The actual
name of my wife is Poonam

0070714699-1

I, Akash S/o0 Ramavtar Yadav,
H.No0.6461, Pocket-6 & 7,Vasant
Kunj, South West Delhi-
110070,have changed my
nameto Akash Yadav.

0040549238-7

I Devinder Sehgal,S/0 Ved
Prakash Sehgal R/0.H.No-B-
36-A,Ground-Floor Rama Park
Uttam-Nagar,Delhi-
110059,have changed my
name to Devender Sehgal.

0040549238-4

I hitherto known as Rajpal alias
Rajpal Kaushal S/o Tunda Ram
Kaushal employed as
Assistant Engineer(Civil ) in
C.P.W.D in DelhiR/0 H.No-G-
275, Street No.2, S.G.M. Nagar
N.L.T Faridabad,Haryana-
121001 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Rajpal Kaushal.

0040549243-9

1Vinod Kumar Dhankher S/0-
Dalel Singh R/0-C-3/106,2nd
Floor, Sector-11,Rohini,New-
Delhi-110085.Have Changed
my Name to Vinod Kumar
Dhankhar. 0040549243-1

| Pushpa Mehrolia W/0 Jairaj
Mehra R/0 D-98,3rd-Floor, KH
No.13/1,SitaPuri Part-
1,Dabri,Delhi-110045. Have
Changed my Name to Pushpa.

0040549243-4

| Lalita Mehata,W/0 Sumit
Gaur,R/0O Flat.no-196,Bharat
Vandna-Apartment Sector-
19,Pocket-1,Dwarka,New
Delhi-110078,have changed
my name to Lalita Gaur.

0040549238-5

I KEEMAT SINGH,S/0
MUKHTIYAR SINGH R/O-WZ-
51,SF GALI.NO-6,GURUNANAK-
NAGAR TILAK-NAGAR NEW
DELHI-110018,HAVE CHANGE
MY NAME TO KIMAT SINGH.

0040549238-6

I KAWAL KRISHAN,S/0O
SADANAND ANAND R/O-
36/19,EAST PATEL-
NAGAR,DELHI-110008,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
KANWAL KRISHAN ANAND.

0040549254-4

I Harmeet Grewal Sharma
spouse of Mr Ankur Sharma
R/0305N-17 Jaypee Aman
Sector 151 Noida UP-201310,
have changed my name from
Harmeet Grewal Sharmato
Harmeet Kaur Grewal vide
Affidavit dated 19/09/2020
before Notary Delhi-R-10615,
New Delhi. 0040549215-1

I, Akhilesh Ranjan S/o Sh. Lal
Babu Pandit R/0 G-6/58 Rohini
Sec-11 Delhichanged my
name to Akhilesh Ranjan
Bhardwaj. 0070714859-1

I Ramji S/o Late Sh. Munni Lal
R/0H.No 77, DDA Flats, New
Seemapuri, Delhi- 110095 have
changed my name to Ramiji Lal

0040549209-1

| Archana Dey W/O-Pradeep
Ghoshal R/O-E-
824(GF)Chittaranjan-Park,
New Delhi-11019, Have
changed my name to Archana
Ghoshal. 0040549238-2

1,LAKSHAY S/0, RAJENDER
KUMAR CHHABRA R/0 38,
Suryakiran Apartments, D-
Block, Vikaspuri,New Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to LAKSHAY CHHABRA for all
purposes. 0040549297-1

LOST & FOUND

l,Maya Sharma,D/o Salig
Ram,have misplaced some of
my original-Property-
document-"Agreement to sell
Maya Sharma”&”Agreement
to sell Pankaj Kumar”of D-
217,Avantika Sector-
1,Rohini,Delhi-110085.If
found,Please Contact-
9868205996.

0040549243-10

Itis notified for the information
that my original examination
certificates of main secondary
examination of year-
2005,and,Roll.N0.6311218,also
of senior secondary
examination of year-2007,and
Roll.N0.6611433,issued by
CBSE have been actually
lost.Name of the candidate
IMRAN KHAN,MOBILE.No.-
9971040307.

0040549254-1

It,is notified for the information
that my original-qualifying
examination certificate of
Main Secondary senior
secondary examination of
year-2018 and
Roll.N0.5635777,issued by
CBSE has been actually
lost.Name of the candidate-
Rohit Sinha Full Address-41-D,
Block-G,Kanchanjunga-
Appartment Sector-53 Noida,
9599117435

0040549219-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notified to the public that my client

Shri Darbari Lal Chandhok S/o Late

Sh. Kanshi Ram, R/o WZ-677, Shiv

Nagar Extn., Tilak Nagar, Delhi-

110018, has severed all his relations

of whatsoever nature with his son

Shri Ajay Chandhok and now my

aforesaid client has got no

connection with him. My aforesaid

client debar him from inheriting any

of his property, movable or

immovable, in any manner,

whatsoever, Any person dealing with

him shall do so on his own risks and
consequences.

Sd/-

(R.D. Vats)

Advocate

Enrl. No. 423/83

668, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Smt. Munni Devi W/o Late
Shri Laxmi Narayan R/o 3026/62,
Ranjeet Nagar, Patel Nagar, New
Delhi-110008, has severed all her
relations with her Son namely
ROHIT AND HIS WIFE SMT.
MEENU  with their daughter
CHETNA has debarred & disowned
them from all her movable &
immovable properties. Anybody
dealing with them shall be doing so
at his/her own Risk & Responsibility
and my client shall not be
responsible for the same in future.
JAI KISHAN (Advocate)
Seat No. 66, Central Hall,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notified to the public that my client
Mrs. Sarita Mehra Wife of Late Sh.
Inderjit Mehra, R/o 52, DDA
Tenaments, Four Story, Vishal
Enclave, Tagore Garden, Delhi-
110027 and her daughter Ms.
Sonali, have got no connection/
relation, of whatsoever nature, with
her elder daughter Ms. Kanika
Mehra and her son. My aforesaid
client debar him from inheriting my
client's property, movable or
immovable, in any manner,
whatsoever. Any person dealing with
her shall do so on his own risks and
consequences.

Sd/-
(R.D. Vats)
Advocate
Enrl. No. 423/83
668, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all public that my client
Sh. Suraj Bhan age 54 years S/o Late
Tasvire presently resident at 85/14,
Pushp Vihar, Sector-1, New Delhi-
110017 have severed all relations with
his daughter namely Smt Meenu W/o
Shri Vikas who left willingly her
matrimonial home, husband and two
daughters therefore my client disowned
him from all their moveable and
immoveable property due to their
disobedience and bad behavior. My
client shall not responsible for their any
acts and deeds in any manner
whatsoever.

Sd/- Hi

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Smt. Ramrati W/o Late Sh.
Vijender Kumar Rio RZ-92A, Mandir|
Masjid Chok, 910 Bus Stand Sayed
Nangloi, Paschim Vihar West Delhi-
110087, have debarred, disowned
their Son Sh. Praveen Kumar S/o
Late Sh. Vijender Kumar & daughter in
law Deepika W/o Praveen Kumar from
all moveable, immovable properties of|
my clients & severed their all relations
with them. My clients shall not be
responsible for their acts, conduct &
deeds in future whatsoever. Anybody
dealing with above said persons are
doing so attheir own risk.

Naveen Sharma (Advocate)
H.No. 656, V.P.0. Khera Khurd, Delhi-82
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WESTERN RAILWAY

CONSULTANCY SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the
public in general that my client Sh.
Devender Kumar R/o H.No.140/1,
Gali No.5, Than Singh Nagar,
Anand Parbat, New Delhi-110005
has debarred/disowned his son
namely Sunny Verma and his wife
Smt. Dheeraj Verma R/o H.No.
48/51, Gali No.6, Nai Basti, Anand
Parbat, New Delhi-110005 from all
his moveable and immovable
properties due to the misconduct,
misbehavior of them if anybody
deals with them my above said
client will not responsible.

Kanchan Dewan (Advocate)
Seat.No.11, M-Block, Civil Side,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054
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Sd/-
Kamal Singh
Chamber No. 512, Fifth Floor,
Dist. Court Rohini, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Smt. Ramrati W/o Late Sh. Mahender
Singh, R/o H.N. 1173/A, Near Syndicate Bank,
Kanjhawala Road, Bawana, Delhi-110039, has
severed all her relations with her son Lalit and
his wife Smt. Sonia, Son Bhavishya and
Daughter Purvi, all are R/o H.N. 1173/A, Near
Syndicate Bank, Kanjhawala Road, Bawana,
Delhi-110039, and disowned and debarred
them from all her moveable and immoveable
property with immediate effect, due to they
have became disobedient, misbehaved with
my clients and they are out of control of my
above client and my client has nothing to do
with them. My client shall not be responsible
for their acts and deeds from now onwards.

PRATIBHA KUMARI

ADVOCATE

OFFICE AT: Chamber No. 323,

Lawyer's Chambers Block Court Complex
Rohini, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned that my clients
Sh. Tilak Raj S/o Lt. Sh. Badhai Ram aged
about 61 years and Smt. Ramwati W/o Sh.
Tilak Raj aged about 58 years R/o H.no. B-
602, Gali no. 6, Subhash mohalla, North
Ghonda, Delhi-110053 has ended/severed all
concerns and relations with their son namely
Sh. Dharam Singh @ Dharmender and
daughter in law namely Smt. Pooja wife of Sh.
Dharam Singh @ Dharmender due to their

Latwal (; )
Delhi High Court
D-1828/2013

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given
that the partnership between
Rohit S/o Satbir Singh Yadav
and Rohit Bansal & Kush
Kumar Kwatra, carrying on
business of trading
medicines, etc. under the
name and style of “M/s
Moksh Meditech” at CW-252,
Sanjay Gandhi Transport
Nagar, Delhi-110042 is
dissolved as from 20th
September, 2020. Hereforth,
Mr. Rohit Bansal shall not
liable/responsible for any
act/conduct done by any of
the partners.

RHEA GANDHI (Advocate)

Ch. No. 127, Delhi High Court,
New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
This Notice is hereby given to general
public that Sh. Piyush Gupta, who,
claimed to be owner and in possession
of Residential Flat Bearing No.6A, on
Ground Floor, (Category-MIG) in Block-
R, Dilshad Garden, Delhi, whose owner|
was his Father namely as Sh.
Rajeshwar Narain Gupta by virtue of|
Conveyance Deed dated-25.06.1997,
after his Father Death this property goes
to in his favour as per Hindu Succession
Law and as per the ownership right Sh.
Piyush Gupta agree to Sell aforesaid
property to Sh. Rahul Sarin and now Sh.
Rahul Sarin has approached to Axis,
Bank Ltd. for financial assistance and
|therefore shall be mortgaged with the|
said Bank. All person's having any claim
regarding in respect of the said property
or any part, are hereby requested to
notify the same in writing to undersigned
with supporting documentary evidence:
at the address mention below within 10
days from the date of publication of this|
notice, failing which claim, if any, of such
persons will be consider to have,
been waived and/or, abandoned and
our client shall proceed with the
disbursement of loan against the said
property and subsequent creation of|
Mortgage inrespect thereof.

unil Parsad (Advocate,
For Juris NextGen Law Offices
E-56, Greater Kailash Enclave Part-1

a
New Delhi-110048

Lost Original Registered Sale
Deed dt.08-02-2005 of property
No.WZ-131A/4 (First Floor and
above) Village Budella,
Vikaspuri, New Delhi-110018
regd.inthe name of
Smt.Prakash Chawla. Finder
Contact Jitender Chawla s/o
Late Om Prakash Chawla,
Mob#9873649996

0040549246-1

RECRUITMENT

SITUATION VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Smt. Saraswati Tanwar w/o Late Sh.
Rajendra Prasad Tanwar also known as R P
Tanwar Rlo H. no. 321, Janhitkari Apartment,
Vasundhara sec- 6, Ghaziabad, U.P- 201012
have Disowned/debarred their son namely Nitin
Tanwar along with his wife Simran Shah and
their daughter namely Divisha Tanwar (minor)
due to their Bad Behavior, Violence and
from their movable
and immovable properties and have broken
down all their ties and relation due to bad
behavior with them. According to her desires she
put public notice that Smt. Saraswati Tanwar will
not be responsible for any debts related to their
son Nitin Tanwar along with his wife Simran
Shah and their daughter Divisha Tanwar (minor)
inany of their actions henceforth.
Sd/- MOHIT BHARDWAJ (Advocate)
Office: 18 Radhey shyam park, gali no. 1,
parwana road, near preet vihar,
DELHI- 110051.

OTHERS

Civil engineer/ surveyer
required for measuring and
mapping piece of land in
village GarhiHarsaru dist.
Gurugram. Contact what’s app
9811013816.

0040549254-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that | Amar Nath
Gupta S/o Sh. Bhajan Lal Gupta R/o
713, D.D.A., Janta Flats, G.T.B.
Enclave, Delhi-110093 Mob No
9821161301, allottee/purchaser of
D.D.A. has applied for the conversion of
aforesaid property / flat from leasehold
to freehold in D.D.A., the original
documents related to the aforesaid
property/flat i.e. registered G.P.A., sale
agreement and Will and notarised
relevant documents of January 2010
have been lost/misplaced. An
FLRJ/N.CR. to this effect has been
lodged online on 15.09.2020, any
person(s) claming any right, interest
having any objection or found in

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
This Notice is hereby given to general
public that Ajay Kumar HUF who
claimed to be owner and in possession
of Entire Freehold Built up Property
Bearing No. A-8/23, built on land
measuring 277.08 sq. yds., situated in
|the area of Rana Partap Bagh, Delhi,
by virtue of Sale Deed dated-|
13.06.2019, Doc No.9164, duly Regd.
SRO-VIA, New Delhi/Delhi. And now|
Ajay Kumar HUF through its Karta Shri
Ajay Kumar agree to Sell aforesaid
property to Mrs. Nisha Singhal and she
has approached to IDFC First Bank|
Ltd. for financial assistance and
|therefore shall be mortgaged with the
said Bank. All person's having any
claim regarding in respect of the said
property/floor or any part, are hereby|
requested to notify the same in writing
to undersigned with supporting
documentary evidence at the address
mention below within 10 days from the
date of publication of this notice, failing
which claim, if any, of such persons will
be consider to have been waived
land/or, abandoned and our client shall
proceed with the disbursement of loan
against the said property and
subsequent creation of Mortgage in
respect thereof.
Sunil Parsad (Advocate)
For Juris NextGen Law Offices|
E-56, Greater Kailash Enclave Part-1
New Delhi-110048]

ion of original documents may
write/contact with above named person
of above addressees within 15 days
from the date of publication of this notice
and can personally contact Deputy
Director (L & B) housing or director(H)
D.D.A, D Block, 3rd Floor, Vikas Sadan,
I.N.A., New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is informed that
my client M/s. Analco India (P) Ltd.,

B1/F-6, Mohan Co-Operative
I ial Estate, Mathura Road,
New Delhi-10044 through Sh. Satish
Kumar, Chairman, has lost the
i Master Rolls/
Attendance Registers, wages
gi s, Leave Registers,
Overtime Registers, Fine Registers,
Do ion from Salary Registers, HR!
files of employees containing

i letters, ications,
resi ion letters, settlement
Bill-books, Ledges &
other Challan Books & other
important documents of Delhi and

ill treatment and threatening
towards my clients and hereby disown/
debarred/ousted them from all their movable
and immovable assets and for all intents and
purposes, My clients further declares that they
shall not be responsible for any acts, deeds
and omissions of their son and daughter in
law in any manner in future and if, anybody
deals with them he/she/they may do so at
their own costs, risks and consequences.
Sd/- ANURAG SHARMA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 236, 1st Floor, W.Wing, Tis Hazari
Courts, Delhi-54

Name of Work & Tender No.:
Consultancy service for providing
device at the
superstructures or superstructures
and substructure to mitigate the
increased longitudinal force on the
bridges resulting due to higher
tractive efforts exerted by New
Generation Locomotives. Date and
time for submission & opening of
e-advertisement: Date of receiving
of Advertisement 12.10.2020 at
15.00 hrs. Date of opening of
Advertisement 12.10.2020 at 15:30
hrs. Website particulars and notice
for location where complete
details can be seen: Website @
www.ireps.gov.in

Like us on: [ facebook.com/WesternRly &

interface of

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED _
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Website: www.ircon.org CIN-L45203DL1976G0I008171

e-Procurement Notice
e-tender No.: IRCON/2074/Katni-GS/Tender/Building/14
e-tender in two packet system is invited from bidders meeting qualifying requirements
for the work "Design & Construction of G+1 & G+2 Administrative Building, Canteen Building,
Overhead Tank ,Cycle Stand and Open Shed works including Electrification at Katni in
connection with Katni Grade Separator Projectin Katni district, Madhya Pradesh” .

/.4

Dt. 22-09-2020

Ectimatad

cost of Work

:| Rs.4,59,27,883/-

Last date and time of bid submission :

12.10.2020 @3:00PM

For further details, visit Website: https:/letenders.gov.in/eprocure/app. Amendments /
Corrigendum/Addendum, if any would be hosted on the website only.

Near Jhinjhari Police Station, NH-7, Jabalpur Road, Katni 483501 (MP)

GM/PH/ KGSBPL

==, TUMKUR CO-OPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS SOCITIES UNION LTD.,
N.H.-206, B.H. ROAD, MALLASANDRA, TUMKUR-572107
Phone: 0816-2206297/142/490/464, Email: tmupur1234@gmail.com Fax:0816-2206760

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDERS

(Tender Notification only through E-procurement)

Tumkur Co-operative Milk Producers Societies Union Ltd., Tumkur invites
E-Procurement tenders two cover system (Technical & Financial bid) from
eligible tenderers for the supply of the material listed below:

sl E-Procurement E.M.D
Tender No. & Materials Details Amount
No.
Date Rs.
Providing processing, manufacturing
KMFITCMUICO and co-packing facilities to Tumkur Milk
PACKING/ : AN
1 Union for Nandini Milk , Curd and Butter
2020-21 ) . A ’ 24,00,000/-
. Milk on Bi ARC basis (period of
Dt: 15-09-2020 )
Two years) at Mumbai.

1. Tender Schedule Downloading Date: From 16-09-2020 to 17-10-2020 / 2.00 P.M.
2. LastDate for Submission Of Tender: 17-10-2020/2.00 P.M.

3. Time & Date of Opening of Technical Tender Bid (Cover-1): 19-10-2020 / 2.30 P.M.
4, Web Site Address For E-tender: www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in

For Tumkur Co-operative Milk Union Ltd.,

Sd/-

MANAGING DIRECTOR

OFFICE OF THE PROJECT MANAGAR

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE

CONSTRUCTION UNIT
UTTAR PRADESH

JAL NIGAM, SAHARANPUR
Letter No.:- 3951/411/40
Dated:- 19.09.2020

two bid system for the 07 Retrofitting
works of water supply scheme under
"Jal
programme, District-Saharnpur is
hereby invited on behalf of the
Chairman U.P. Jal Nigam from the
reputed contractors having work
experience of similar works & financial
capabilities. Tender document shall be
available on e-procurement website
http://e-tender.up.nic.in. Interested
contractors may view & download
tender document (i.e. Technical &
Financial capacity evaluation cum
technical bid and financial bid) on e-
procurement website http://e-
tender.up.nic.in from date
22.09.2020 to 28.09.2020 upload duly
filled online Dt. 28.09.2020 (upto
13:00 hrs.) Technical bid opening
date 28-09-2020 (at 15:00 hrs) at
office of the Project Manager
Construction Unit, U.P Jal Nigam
Saharanpur. The date and time of
opening of financial
intimated to bidders separately.

Online percentage rate e-tenders in

Jeewan Mission Yojna"

bid will be

Project Manager

wis pspeL

Regd. Office.: PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
GURU HARGOBIND THERMAL PLANT, LEHRA MOHABBAT

DISTT. BATHINDA (PUNJAB)-151111
e-tendering website- https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Through E-tendering)

E-Tender Enquiry No: 29/MM-I/TGP/O&M/GHTP/2020

Short Description: Routine, Preventive, Breakdown maintenance and over-
hauling jobs (Mechanical jobs) of Boiler Feed pumps, Condensate Extraction
Pumps, CW Pumps, Vacuum Pumps, Turbine Aux Cooling Water Pumps BACW
Pumps, SGDMCW Pumps, TGDMCW Pumps Stator Water Make Up Pumps,
ACW Pumps, SGDMCW Pumps, TGDMCW Pumps, TG Cycle Make Up Pumps
etc. of 2x210MW and 2x250MW Units of Guru Hargobind Thermal Plant
(GHTP), Lehra Mohabbat for a period of one year.

EMD: Rs. 1,30,000 (Fixed Rs. One Lakh thirty thousand only).

Last Date & Time for bid submission
Date & Time of opening of Techno-
Commercial bid
DETAILED NIT and Tender specification can be downloaded from PSPCL web-
site https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from dated 18.09.2020 onwards.

Note:

79489/Pb

4001002/5.

GHTP-47/2020

Punjab Staie Power Comporation Limided

1. The prospective bidders can obtain clarification regarding tender specifica-
tions from this office. For registration of digital signatures and uploading of
tender information may be sought from M/s GePNIC contact no. +91-
(120)-

2. ltis informed that in case the tender process is not completed due to any
reason no corrigendum will be published in newspapers. Detail regarding
corrigendum may be seen on PSPCL official website i.e. https://pspcl.in

16.10.2020 upto 11.30 hrs

19.10.2020 upto 12.00 hrs

Sd/-

Superintending Engineer/O&M,
Mechanical Mtc. Circle-l,

GHTP, PSPCL, Lehra Mohabat.

Distt. Bathinda-151111 (Punjab)
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Office Of The Executive Engineer Rural Water Supply Division, Ganderbal
H.Q: Cheki Duderhama Ganderbal.

E - mail. pherwsd@gmail.com / pherwsd@ yahoo.in

Notice Inviting e - Tenders
FRESH e-NIT No:- 29/PHED/RWSD/CIVIL OF 2020 - 21.

Phone/ Fax: 0194 - 2416292.

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of UT of J&K FRESH e-tenders (Two cover System) on Turn Key Basis are invited including the
maintenance cost for a period of Five years from reputed and resourceful contractors /Firms/companies/ joint venture of repute in PWD or Equivalent
in CPWD/Railways and other state Governments for the following work:

Table (1)
Sr. Name of Work Tender Cost including Cost of Earnest Time of | Tender | Tender opening Class of
No. all Taxes (Rs. in Lacs) D Money Compl- Call Place and Contractor
Construction | Maintenance (Rs. in Lacs) Deposit etion date
Part Part (Rs. in Lacs) (Technical
(Quotable) (Fixed Cost) Cover only)

1. | Design, Construction, successful testing & Commissioning, |  ¥388.58 326.85 %0.04 7.80 lacs 12 3RD Office of the “A” Class -

Providing, Laying & fitting of DI/GI Raw water main (RWM), Lacs (Favouring (Pledged to months Superintending Reputed and
Supply mains, distribution Network, Intake Chamber cum Executive the Engineer resourceful con-
crude filter at Head site including Crate protection works on Engineer Superintendi Hydraulic Circle tractors/ Firms/
intake Channel at offtake point, Anchor/thrust blocks on RWS ng Engineer Sgr/Ganderbal) on | Companies/ Joint
RWM & Sub Main, Sluice / Washout Chambers, Approach Division Hydraulic 03.10..2020 at Venture of repute
Road, Staff quarter near Rapid sand Filtration Plant site, Ganderbal Circle 10.30 am in PWD or
Retaining Walls, Brest walls, Chemical shed and Chain-link under MH Srinagar/Gan Equivalent in
fencing (Balance Part) with Trial run for 06 months after 0215) derbal) CPWD/ Railways
completion of the Construction work and maintenance for a and other state
period of five years for all newly proposed & existing Governments..
Structures like PST, 0.19 MGD Rapid sand Filtration Plant,
0.90 lac Gallon Capacity Service Reservoir Clear water
Sump on TURNKEY BASIS for WSS Repora Bala under
JKIDFC including Conducting complete necessary soil tests
as required at selected site, as per the Parameters /
Specification mentioned in the tender document”.
Architectural aesthetics shall also be kept in consideration
to make the structures appealing. (LUP-2321)

2. | Design, Construction, successful testing & Commissioning . .
of 0.16 MGD Rapid Sand Filtration Plant, Clorifloclator, | <300-13 %26.85 (F?O'O“. é?'gs 'ths moons | 2P Sgﬁ;ﬁgﬂ‘d"ii A" Class -
Flash Mixer with Construction of 0.25 lac Gallons Service acs Eavour_lng edged to D 9 Reputed and
Reservoir, Chain link fencing around various structures, xecutive the Engineer resourceful con-

S 9 Py . N Engineer Superintendi Hydraulic Circle / Firms/
Retaining Walls, Bathroom and Providing, Laying & fitting of RWS g Enai Sgr/Ganderbal) on tractors/ Firmsy
pipe network with Trial run for 06 months after completion of Divisi % ;glnlt_eer 903 10.2020 at Companies/ Joint
the Construction work and maintenance for a period of five G ivision ydraulic 0 n Venture of repute

i p anderbal Circle 10.30 am in PWD or
years for all including other Structures like SR, PST & RWM under MH Srinagar/Gan " r
on TURNKEY BASIS for WSS Kachnambal Barwalla under 0215) Gerbal) Equivalent in
JKIDFC including Conducting complete necessary soil tests CPWD/ Railways
as required at selected site, as per the Parameters/ and other state
Specification mentioned in the tender document”. Governments..
Architectural aesthetics shall also be kept in consideration
to make the structures appealing. (LUP — 2335)
Design, Construction, successful testing, Commissioning of

3. | 20,000 Gallon additional Service Reservoir at Baba Baderin 3248.94 38.53 %0.04 %5.00 lacs 08 5TH Office of the “A” Class -
Sahib, 16000 Gallon Service Reservoir at Hapatnar, 40,000 Lacs (Favouring (Pledged to months Superintending Reputed and
Gallon Service Reservoir at Tar-wali - Khodi Chontwaliwar, Executive the Engineer resourceful con-
18,000 Gallon Service Reservoir at Ranglam Halnar,, Engineer Superintendi Hydraulic Circle tractors/ Firms/
Spring Protection works, RCC Collection Chambers, Sluice RWS ng Engineer Sgr/Ganderbal) on | Gompanies/ Joint
Chambers, Jacketing of Existing service Division Hydraulic 03.10.2020 at Venture of repute
Reservoir/Construction of Dome at Barwalla ( Naik Mohd Ganderbal Circle 10.30 am in PWD or
Spring), Providing, Laying & fitting of Pipes in Mains, Sub under MH Srinagar/Gan Equivalent in
mains & distribution system for Development of various 0215) derbal) CPWD/ Railways
springs of Chountwaliwar with Trial run for 06 months after and other state
completion of the Construction work and maintenance for a Governments..
period of five years on TURNKEY BASIS under Languishing
Programme (JKIDFC) including Conducting complete nec-
essary soil tests as required at selected site, as per the
Parameters / Specification mentioned in the tender docu-
ment. Architectural aesthetics shall also be kept in consider-
ation to make the structures appealing. LUP Code:- 2325

Position of Funds:- Available;

Major Head of Account: JKIDFC

The following detailed instruments in shape of original and Scanned/ Photostat copies in separate envelopes for each work be submitted by the successful bid-
der to the Tender Receiving Authority i.e. OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER HYDRAULIC CIRCLE SRINAGAR / GANDERBAL / EXECUTIVE ENGI-

NEER PHE RWS DIVISION GANDERBAL / SRINAGAR H.Q CHEKI DUDERHAMA GANDERBAL in person or by Registered Post / Courier within 04 days after
opening of the bid online, failing which the Earnest Money shall be forfeited without any correspondence in this regard, besides the bidder shall be debarred
from participating in tendering process for two years which may be noted. All these documents must also be uploaded while uploading the tender.

01 | Earnest Money in shape of CDR / FDR

(PLEDGED IN FAVOUR OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER HYDRAULIC CIRCLE
SGR/GBL (HQ. ENGINEERING COMPLEX RAJBAGH SRINAGAR)

Original

02 | Treasury Receipt (T.R) / Challan as cost of tender document.

Original

(PLEDGED IN FAVOUR OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER RWS DIVISION GANDERBAL/SGR
HQ CHEKI DUDERHAMA GBL.

03 | Valid Registration certificate of enlistment card clearly indicating date of
registration along with renewal page of Current Financial Year of 2020-21

Scanned Copy

04 | Latest GST clearance Certificate (NOT BEFORE JUNE - 2020) along with
Self Attested What’s App Number and e-mail ID of the contractor

Scanned Copy

The Bidding Documents and other details can be downloaded from the website: https:/jktenders.gov.in

From 21.09.2020 (10:00 a.m) To 01.10.2020 upto (04:00 p.m)

The Schedule showing the critical dates is given below
TABLE (Il)

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings (if any), Book of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms, conditions of
contract and other details can be viewed/ downloaded from the website: www.jktenders.gov.in

ALL THE ABOVE MENTIONED THREE NUMBER WORKS WERE EARLIER ADVERTISED VIDE THIS OFFICE FRESH E NIT NO 24 OF 2020-21

Side , Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

Noida Branch of M/s. Analco India 01 Date of Publishing of Tender Notice 19.09.2020
e b e e o Mo 02 Date of downloading of bidding documents From 21.09.2020 (10:00 a.m) To 01.10.2020 upto (04:00 p.m)
Co-operative Industrial Area to Tis 03 Date of Pre-bid meeting In the Office of the:-
Hazar by Innova Car Whosoever SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER HYDRAULIC CIRCLE SRINAGAR / GANDERBAL (HQ ENGINEERING COMPLEX
warned not to misuse the same, RAJBAGH SRINAGARO on 24.09.2020 at 10.30 am)
;%t::er return to ar:\i)érglsl::‘r on the 04 Last date of submission bid Queries 26.09.2020 upto 4.00 PM
on mobile N0.9810295295. Failing 05 Bid submission start date 21.09.2020 (10:00 a.m)
which legal action shall be taken by
my c“er;:ADHEY SHYAM (A 06 Bid Submission end date 01.10.2020 upto (04:00 p.m)
Ch.No.X-25, Eastern Wingh, Civil 08 Date & time of opening Bids (Technical Cover) 03.10.2020 at 10:30 a.m.

No.: PHED/RWSD/Corrs./6201-25.
Dated:- 19.09.2020.

DIPK-6057

Sd/- (Er. M. Aslam Zargar)
Executive Engineer,

PHE RWS Division Ganderbal/Sgr. H.Q: Cheki Duderhama Ganderbal.

New Delhi
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Why is it tougher for
badminton to resume?

WITH EUROPEAN football leagues and tennis
Grand Slams underway - albeit under fortifying
bubbles - the refrain across the badminton
world is why the Thomas Uber Cup scheduled
for October 3-11 at Aarhus, Denmark, was
driven to cancellation and postponement.
While the Danish hosts had proposed a ‘bub-
ble,’ the withdrawals cascaded fastand thick. It
started with the withdrawal of Chinese Taipei,
Australia, Thailand, South Korea but it was the
exit of 13-time Thomas Cup chams
Indonesia that proved to be the final
straw. Looking at why badminton
cannot be compared to football and
tennisisareason that's central tothe
sport: badminton is played indoors.

EXPLAINED

Why did teams withdraw?

Indonesian players were not too keen as
they were worried about being infected by
COVID-19 from the outset, be it traveling, in
transit, or during the tournament. "Secondly,
the players and officials were skeptical because
the BWF(Badminton World Federation) could
not guarantee that nobody will be affected by
the coronavirus," read a statement by the
Badminton Association of Indonesia (PBSI).

What were the gaps in the proposed
bubble for the Thomas Uber Cup?

For starters, badminton was not planning
to enforce a seven to 14 day quarantine period
for players in Denmark. The organisers were
also not insisting on four negative tests in that
period, a safety protocol followed by the NBA.
The host nation allowed gatherings of upto 500
people when the tournament was announced
in late July, and there was talk of organisers
opening a section, that is cut-off from players
and coaches, of the stands for untested specta-
tors. But the indoor air recirculation compli-
cated the matter.

What separated badminton's plans from
football and tennis?

The biggest hurdle is that badminton is an
indoor-sport. There were also concerns about
handling doorknobs, players spending time in
enclosed warm-up areas and the shuttle chang-
ing hands. Combined with the necessity of air-
conditioning and closed ventilation, badminton
is nothing like the wide expanse of a football
field or open skies of tennis.

What are the concerns for indoor sports
centres?

After the Dutch government deferred plans
for openingindoor arenas,agroup of Dutch re-
searchers (B.Blockenab, T.van Druenena, T.van
Hooffab, PA.Verstappenc, T.Marchalde and
LCMarrf)observed inascientific paper that the
decision was made due to concerns “about the
increased amount of aerosols expired during
physical exercise that can remain in the air for
along duration.” The paper further stated that
“thereis evidence that deep exhalation (aswith

in 12 fitness dance classes in South Korea and
recent studies do suggest that asymptomatic
carriers can transfer the SARS-CoV-2 virus." The
viability of the virus to survive in microscopic
droplets (i.e. aerosols) called for precaution.
The study was substantiated by an earlier
research projectled by R Mittal, that notes that,
"even thoughbreathing generates dropletsata
much lower rate, it probably accounts for more
expired bi-aerosols over the course of aday than
intermittent events such as coughing
and sneezing."

Why is ACa cause for concern?
Air-conditioning driftis aninsepa-
@  rablepartofinternational badminton
with players with greater shuttle con-
trol in these winds expected to dominate the
sport. While Asian arenas necessitate air-con-
ditioning to circulate air and breathe inside
those cauldrons, Europe too uses air-condition-
ing for heating purposes. Most indoor facilities
are equipped with mixing ventilation systems
which recirculates air that leads to overall
higher aerosol concentrationsin the enclosure

Are spectators and air-conditioned hallsa
risky proposition?

Absolutely. In another research project led
by Y.Li, the paper studied the role of ventilation
in the airborne transmission of infectious
agentsinbuildings. " They concluded that there
is clearevidence of an association between ven-
tilation, air movement in buildings and the
transmission/spread of infectious diseases such
asinfluenzaand SARS....Indeed, ventilationim-
plies air movement and also aerosol movement
inside the building, and in some cases the ven-
tilation system uses recirculation of part of the
exhausted air back to the inside, which, in case
of infectious diseases, is undesirable," the pa-
per stated. The possibility of spectators being
allowed inside may defeat the purpose of so-
cial distancing in the venue.

What can ensure safety in badminton?

Even a closed, spectator-free bubble will
need to change things around.

"Inahallwith 5 courts, only alternate courts
ought to be used with an empty court in be-
tween," says renowned physio and trainer Dr
Nikhil Lately. Besides strict sanitising, players
will be need towear masks as soonas they step
off court. "Sanitisingitself will take longer as af-
ter spraying, it takes 10 minutes to kick in and
ensure the court is completely sterile. So that's
longer breaks because the floor can'tbe wetand
players sweat alot," he adds. Tournaments on
the whole will need to be staggered which
might mean longer than 5 days. BWF did
change a few rules to boost safety — such as re-
moving the qualification round, allowing only
one coach, shuttles disposed into boxes.

But badminton might force more improv-
isations owing toits indoor nature. "They could
throw a full length plastic see through screen

Sweating it on Miami beach:
How Thiem became the player
who loves a fifth-set grind

GAURAVBHATT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

WITH SUCH high stakes, odds were low on
Dominic Thiem becoming the first man since
1949 to win the US Open after dropping the
first two sets. Fitness coach Dr Michael
Reinprecht admits he too was "a little bit
nervous" for his charge."Nervous during the
first two sets, but I was also convinced that
Dominic would bounce back to his normal
performance level in the third set. His physi-
cality was the decisive factor," the Austrian,
who has been aiding his compatriot since
2013, tells The Indian Express.

Numbers from Thiem's triumph earlier this
month corroborate the theory. In his column
for ATP, analyst Craig O'Shannessy notes that
though both Thiem and his opponent
Alexander Zverevrana 5kin the USOpen final
itwas the former who made the matchagrind.

The average rally length in the first two
sets—4and 3.3 —wentupto5and 6.3inthe
final two. Reinpreicht reveals it was all by de-
sign: "We know, the longer a match lasts, the
better it is for Dominic."

Blueprint drawn on sands

The blueprint for Thiem's first Grand Slam
title was drawn on the sands of Miami beach.
Under the watchful eyes of head coach
Nicolas Massu, physiotherapist Alex Stober
and fitness coaches Reinpreicht and Duglas
Cordero, Thiem spent his pre-season sprint-
ing on the beach, running uphill, simulating
strokes, dragging weights across the sand and
indulging a few selfie-seeking Floridians.

When not by the seaside, Thiem was on
the track for what the team calls “gladiator
training” — a taxing, interval bodyweight
workout to simulate short bursts of intensity,
with laser beams and live heart rate monitor-
ing to boot. It was this routine that helped
Thiem toil for more than 22 hours on the
Melbourne Park hardcourts in his run to the
Australian Open final,and to the Major title in
New York.

The 27-year-old's conditioning is in stark
contrast to the year before when Massu took
over the coaching duties. "The first thing  no-
ticed about Dom as a player was that he
needed some time to heal. His body was a lit-
tle worn by the end of last season and it be-
came more noticeable at the start of this year,"
Massu wrote for ATP last March.Massu then
reached out to his former trainer Duglas
Cordero,who has worked with the likes of
Fabio Fognini and Francesca Schivaone.

"Dominic was not physically well and

Fitness coaches Dr Michael Reinprecht (in pic) and Duglas Cordero helped
Dominic Thiem improve his conditioning during the pre-season.

Express

| can't reveal the details, but his
(Dominic) improvement in some
parameters has been up to 30 per
cent..He improved technically,
but also as a whole personality.
He has very good intuition and
instincts and shows this also on
the court now.”

DR MICHAEL REINPRECHT
DOMINIC THIEM'S FITNESS COACH

player. We proposed a different training, so
that he would be re-enchanted with the
physical part and with his tennis," Cordero
tells The Indian Express.

Every day brought improvements, and
Thiem rode on the momentum to defeat
Roger Federer at Indian Wells a month later
to win his first Masters title. He then pushed
Nadal to four sets in the French Open final,and
ended the season with hardcourt wins over
Federer and Novak Djokovic at the ATPWorld
Tour finals.Then came the Miami sojourn, dur-
ing which the team ran Thiem ragged.

Thiem 2.0

"Every year in December, we prepared in
Tenerife for the next season. Last year we had

training and management program called
'Winning'. "One key factor is always perform-
ance diagnostics, to define the actual status
of Dominic to avoid ineffective training. The
focus there was to improve several aspects.
His maximal oxygen uptake, improvement
of anaerobic threshold (endurance), explo-
sive power, coordination, muscle mass... And
also the ability to relax.”

Atraining video shows Thiem run 15 con-
secutive sprints to increase the maximum
speed over a small distance; Reinprecht
proudly notes that the 15th was just as quick
as the first. "l can't reveal the details, but his
improvement in some parameters has been
up to 30 per cent," says Reinprecht. "For ex-
ample, he has 3kg more muscle mass now."

But it's the mentality that goes unno-
ticed. "He improved technically, but also as
awhole personality. He has very good intu-
ition and instincts and shows this also on the
court now," says Reinprecht. "His mentality
is extraordinary. I think explosiveness and
efficiency in his movements have improved
alot, so his exhaustion on the court is less,"
adds Cordero.

Plans are already in place to further
sharpen Thiem's game, but Reinprechtis sat-
isfied for now. " have trained world champi-
ons in Motocross and Formula 1.1 had the
dream to support a tennis player and help

— BRIEFLY ———

Prajneshadvances,
Nagal exitsin Paris

Indian tennis player Prajnesh
Gunneswaran overcame a sluggish
start to advance to the second round of
the French Open men's singles qualify-
ingeventbut country's top player Sumit
Nagal bowed out after a close defeat,on
Monday. Seeded 16th, Nagal --who be-
came the first Indian in seven years to
win a singles match at a Grand Slam
with his opening round victory at the
USOpen-lost6-7 (4)5-7 toGermany's
seasoned player Dustin Brown in one
hour and 47 minutes. PTI

Virus hits French

Open qualifiers

Two players in the qualifying rounds for
the French Open have tested positive
for the coronavirus, the French Tennis
Federation said, while three others have
beenin close contact withacoachwho
also tested positive. The FFT said on
Sunday that all five players will isolate
for a period of seven days, and none of
them will participate in the qualifiers
starting Monday for the September 27-
October 11 tournament. AP

City’s Gundogan
contracts COVID-19

Ilkay Gundogan has become the latest
Manchester City player to test positive
for the coronavirus. The Premier League
clubgave no details of Gundogan's con-
dition on Monday, only saying he
would be selfisolating for 10days based
ongovernment protocols. “Everyone at
the club wishes Ilkay a speedy recov-
ery,” City said. Two weeks ago, City an-
nounced Riyad Mahrez and Aymeric
Laporte had contracted COVID-19. AP

Real begin title
defence withadraw

It wasn't the best of starts for de-
fending champion Real Madrid,
which needed a good performance
by goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois to
salvage a 0-0 draw at Real Sociedad
in the Spanish league. With a squad
mostly unchanged from last season,
Madrid looked out of rhythm on
Sunday and couldn't get more than
a point in a lackluster match.
Zinedine Zidane's team struggled in
attack and saw Sociedad create
some of the most dangerous
chances, including one by forward
Alexander Isak just before halftime
that forced Courtois to make a su-
perb save with his legs as he charged

physical exercise) produces more aerosols,and  between spectators and players,” Latey says. neededtorecoverinamuchfasterandmore a great preparation in Miami," says him on the way to the top ten.” The dream out from the goal. AP
there are indications of SARS-CoV-2 infection SHIVANINAIK  effective way, to strengthenthisverytalented ~ Reinprecht, a sports scientist who deviseda  came true,and then some.
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undervalued.

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

Yet again money is
the most important
factor in your
chart, and it will
take little to make you
explode with frustration,
perhaps over others’
incompetence. However, the
underlying question may be
irritation at the way you
personally have been

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Today’s lunar

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Your own ideas are
e not good enough. Do
take great care with
you're spending other people’s
money. Indeed, it may be
cautious path possible and put
everything on hold for a
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Look, listen and

good, but perhaps
joint finances, especially if
sensible to follow the most
few days.

learnis the best

alignments signify

Sy Sy

sharp changes in

5 your mood. Early

uncertainty may be replaced

by burgeoning confidence,
and that has to be good news.
You're on a slow fuse

and it could be a question of
lighting the blue touch paper
and then retiring to a

safe distance.

ACROSS DOWN I
1 Compelledtoturnanagwild 1 She’safairy queentothe ¥ GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
on the prairie (7) ) Spanish (5) 7 Why are you so
5 Theyare used for holding coal 2 Acause for concern i secretive? Because
fires(5) ) (7,6) ) L you have good
Unlucky flier (4,2,3,4) 3 Annoyed whenoutofa pain i reason is the only
9 Loveonly upsetsafool Killer (7) . 4 realistic answer. It may be that
(5) 4 Itmay be pronounced with £ other people are just not ready
10 In §teel perhaps but capable of conviction (6) ) to hear what you have to say.
being stretched'(7) 5 Frqsh loar}s requ1.red toforma Perhaps they haven’t enough
11 Inawood there’s a female hairdressing business sensitivity to give you a fair
angler (6) » (5) o hearing. Leave it a couple of
12 Isrepeatedly after creditinan 6 Fg;f;)rm aself-effacing action MARVIN by Tom Armstron g days if you wish.
emergency b
(6) 7 Possibly resigns from the choir = CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
15 He has noillusions abouta (7) AT YOURE NEW PAYCARE, 50 THAT SOUNDS LIKE THE TIME HEY, | HOMESTLY THOUGHT Social pressures are
EsE (] N Gelterer(@) FIND THE BIGGEST KID AND YoU TOLD ME THE BEST WaY YO WOULD FLGAT WITH powerful, and could
17 About to be sold as a concern 13 I'mgreatat composing jazz = prove distracting,
may be (5) ™ i FUNZH HIM 4 | T2 LEARN HOW TO SWIM WAS | | ALL THAT BLUBBER but the underlying
19 Numbers are employed by 14 Sound sort of artist T l)_._.--’ T2 JUST JUMF [N THE WATEE | § ey V'-'J‘ issue in your chart concerns
him (13) (6) : e T i e : your long-term hopes and
20 Steelorbrass(5) 16 She’sindire need (5) i y = -2 . wishes. It’s a useful moment
21 The varied uses of a classical 18 Classinbiology i for summoning up all your
hero(7) (5) H reserves of determination,
! and for setting out your stall
Solutions Crossword 4229: Across: 1 Wives, 8 Once more, 9 Slate, 10 Wide-eyed, E E for the future.
11 Strap, 12 Nod, 16 Cloche, 17 Untorn, 18 Ego, 23 Teach, 24 On the way, 25 ; _
Water, 26 Spotless, 27 Least. Down: 2 Idle talk, 3 Entrance, 4 Indigo, 5 Refer, 6 E E LEO (July 2'?h AI.lg 23t3 f
Tokyo, 7Heads, 12 Nee, 13 Duo, 14 Steerage, 15 Crackers, 19 Gdansk, 20 Mouse, | = @ ev:;;tlliié;lg r:l'el donrow
21Stool, 22 Dealt. E E N »
is the moment to
compete.
Professional types should spare
no effort in aiming for the top,
which means changing their
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s (00} attitude to a number of
Instructions i 8 m colleagues. All of you, whether
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, N T 3415 82 E B 1 you're at work or not, should
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get o everydigitfrom1t09 2 9 4 < 9 5 H' G I FIE R P I 3 now mak_e abid for recognition
theanswer forthe given qu_ip. ) ™ e TE E 5 3 . ‘_'; | :} | D and acclaim.
___takescourage. -Henri Matisse (10) o nine vertical columns, in . = é 1 2613 8/4[8, 5|7 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
< each of the nine horizontal a | g a 2419|5788 3 The areas of your life
CHAER AIKNCT - | rows and in each of the & =1 I & =) = T e B which stand to
o 7l 2] |3 g 97|136|524 include b jong U
o P - mclude higher edycatlon, legal
- -
SVITL EERVY 7 | DifcultyLeve 8 1] (3 6 S [473]815]296 T overseas connections s
. Is=Very easy; 25 = Easy; AF g, ) G B 94 2. 3171115 important to keep an eye on
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; = 5 1F; I 6 9 I 3 g matters of principle, and
5s=VeryHard; 6s= | (@) 1 . 1 i always to hold the ethical
9SSIPJA] LIUSH - a8e1nod sael lﬁlAll?aJ:) Iomsuy Genius w hlgh ground'
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@ The Moon’s
considered responses, rather
dotrytogoitalone,a partner
Tread carefully at
@ moment for
be giving up old
your favour. Also, bear in mind
tight spot.
urging you to give in
not depends on what they are
all necessary attention to
your creative powers.
inexorable pressure
to fruition or not depends on
carry them that extra mile. You
incoming.
a step backwards in
precise implications are
the significance of
because you lost

challenge to your signis a
than hasty reactions based on
may stand in your way.

work. Thisisan
beginning a new job, but, by
responsibilities. It’s important
that what really interests
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

toyour desires.
and, of course, your
children, listen carefully to
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

for change at home.
you, for you will have to take
might be owed an apology, by
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

at least one major
unclear, but it could be
something which you had
your confidence.
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planetary advice.
powerful call for mature and
past experience. Besides, if you
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
appropriate
the same token, you could also
to see thatevents work outin
you is helping others out of a
The planets are
@ Whether you do or
circumstances. You should pay
younger relations and cultivate
There seems to be an
@ Whether this comes
current developments and
the way, but it may be slow
You are about to take
@ ambition. The
that you are soon to rediscover
previously given up, perhaps
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ON THE TUBE

INDIAN PREMIER LLEAGUE
Rajasthan Royals vs Chennai Super Kings, 7.30pm, Star Sports Network

SANDIPG
SEPTEMBER 21

ASPLIT-SECOND brain-fade and a moment of
genius, off successive balls, orchestrated an
escape for Royal Challengers Bangalore in
their Indian Premier League opener against
Sunrisers Hyderabad. A familiar defeat
loomed when Jonny Bairstow was chewing
into the seemingly inadequate target of 164,
riding his bravado as much as good fortune.
But two deliveries by Yuzvendra Chahal
rewrote the script and destiny of the contest,
which Bangalore nicked by 10 runs.

The first ball was nothing extraordinary —
a loopy, full delivery on leg-stump, utterly
harmless. But Bairstow, a drop of fatigue kick-
ing in, heaved wildly, the sort of shot that
used to be the staple of a 90s tail-ender. The
Yorkshireman missed the ball completely
and got himself bowled. The usually inex-
pressive Bairstow hit the bat on the ground
in anger. Maybe, he knew his team, thin on
middle-order heft, would unfold. And unfold
they did with chaotic ineptitude.

The English opener would be wondering
how he wasted all the good fortune that had
been bestowed upon him - he was dropped
three times (on 40, 48 and 60).

Vijay Shankar would wish he had some as
he gota peach straightaway. It was all disarm-
ing trickery. This ball was slightly more flighted
than Chahal’s usual deliveries, luring Shankar
into an expansive drive, ticked by that urge to
feel bat on ball after a lengthy lay-off. But he
left too biga gap between his body and batand
the googly found its way through. Thereafter,
Sunrisers Hyderabad disintegrated. Bangalore
might have felt reverse deja vu.

Yet again, Chahal turned out to be Virat
Kohli’s archangel. When Bairstow and
Manish Pandey were strolling, witha 71-run
stand, the leg-spinner induced doubt with
the fizz and turn he purchased off the sur-
face. Pandey’s tentativeness turned out to be
contagious, as Chahal was dealt as if he were
spewing fire.

Match-turner

Leggie Chahal is RCB’s saviour again after debutant Padikkal & veteran de Villiers set up fighting total against SRH

T o

Sunrisers Hyderabad's Vijay Shankar is bowled by Yuzvendra Chahal at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium on Monday. BCCl/IPL

Chahal now is a pedigreed white-ball
cricketer. Debutant Devdutt Padikkal illus-
trated he could emerge as one with a knock
of disciplined, risk-free aggression.

Happy habit

The 20-year-old, on whose 42-ball 56
Bangalore built their innings before AB de
Villiers unleashed butchery on an industrial
scale towards the end, has a habit of making
big firstimpressions, slamming half-centuries
on his List A and first-class debuts. Monday’s
innings will have an added gloss, as it came
onthe biggest stage yet for the tall left-hander.

Paddikal went on the attack on only the
fifth ball he faced, sashaying down the track
and creaming Sandeep Sharma over mid-
wicket, one of his preferred hitting arcs in
this format. Wristy sixes on the legside, styl-
ishdrives on the offside and haring quick sin-

gles, he looked quite the part. Unusually
light-footed for a tall batsman — he is six-
feet-four — he made full use of his range.
Exhibit1: Bhuvneshwar Kumar’s slower
delivery was wide enough to have been called
one had he not stretched his long arms. Yet,
Paddikal’s balance was immaculate when he
slapped it through cover. Exhibit 2: TNatarajan
slipped in a tempter outside the off-stump.
Padikkal got sucked into the drive but realised
his stride was inadequate. However, he went
through with the stroke and timed it sweetly.
Amajestic pull, the swivel stoking memo-
ries of Yuvraj Singh, and a dismissive clump
through midwicket demonstrated his leg-side
preference. Several virtues shone through his
knock, sedate by T20 standards, but one that
exuded quality and promise in equal ounces.
Predominant among them was his bat-swing
-like the measured swish of arapier -and the

It was slightly more flighted
than his usual deliveries, luring
Shankar to an expansive drive...
But he left too much gap
between his body and bat that
Chahal’s googly slithered
through the yawning space

bat-speed, requisites to be a proficient puller
of the cricket ball. There is nothing jerky or
knotty about his batting either.

When eventually he was bowled by Vijay
Shankar, Paddikal smiled as he was patted
on the head by Aaron Finch, his opening part-
ner. Another starlet from the endless
Bangalore production line.

But his departure, allied with that of Finch
next over, stalled RCB's frictionless impetus.
From 86/2 in 10.1 overs, they crawled to
123/3 in 16 overs. That familiar sinking feel-
ing might have crept among their faithful,
before an even more familiar sight of de
Villiers disarraying the best-laid plans of the
bowlers, allayed their fears.

It’s been nearly 10 months since de
Villiers played any sort of competitive cricket,
but here he was pummelling and smearing
bowlers to all parts of the ground with calm
authority. Sometimes in the air, sometimes
onaknee, sometimes with just one hand, the
South African sculpted a miniature master-
piece that ensured Padikkal’s debut knock
didn’tendin tears. The 51 was aleisurely one
by his de Villiers standards, since it took 30
balls, but the prowess still remains undimin-
ished. The stars finally seemed to align for
Kohli and his perennial underachievers.

BRIEF SCORES: Royal Challengers Bangalore
163/5in20overs (D Padikkal 56, AB de Villiers
51; A Sharma 1/16) bt Sunrisers Hyderabad
153 all out in 19.4 overs (J Bairstow 61, M
Pandey 34; Y Chahal 3/18,S Dube 2/15,N Saini
2/25)by 10runs

EMOTIONAL * ROLLER COASTER

Hot heads, calm minds and everything in between at the game.

Padikkal’s audacious smile

It came immediately after the first four of
Devdutt Padikkal’s IPL career but it was-
n't a smile of joy or relief. There was,
however, a touch of audaciousness about
it. It was the first ball of the second over,
and Padikkal not only charged out but
also side-stepped outside leg stump to
biff it over midwicket. He nodded his
head to himself as he savoured the mo-
ment and flashed a triumphant smile,
that you usually see in advertisements. It
was a lovely little private moment, of a
boy in the man’s world knowing he be-
longs out there.No one would have been
surprised by his fifty on debut after
watching him bat a few overs. Serene in
temperament, still at the crease, a lack of
any pre-determination apart from that
first four, and the skill to play the ball late,

he played all around the park. Growing
up, he had idolized Gautam Gambhir and
even his hero would have been proud had
he pulled off a knock like this.

Agony of guilt

Jonny Bairstow, whose imperious urge to hit
another six had led to not just his dismissal
but also triggered a collapse, was sitting in
the dugout when he saw the youngster
Priyam Garg get bowled, trying to play a lap
shot. Hyderabad had slipped from 121 for 2
to 129 for 5 in space of 7 balls and the match
was slipping out of their hands. Sitting in the
dugout was Bairstow, sweat pouring off his
forehead, eyes glued to the action in the mid-
dle and when he saw Garg lose his wicket,
that sinking feeling hit him. He knew he had
started the self-destruction and perhaps
there was a bit of guilt in that shake of head.
Until then, he had bossed around in the mid-
dle with a series of short-arm pulls and
thrilling pick-up shots to the leg. Perhaps be-
cause of the boundary-glut, he felt invincible
and went for an almighty heave to the leg
against Yuzvindra Chahal but failed to con-
nect. He was disappointed then but it wasn’t
a patch on the emotion that hit him minutes
later in the dugout.

Limp in pain
Mitchell Marsh was writhing in pain on the
field. Twice. The first yelps of pain came on
the field with the ball in his hand when he
twisted his right ankle on the followthrough.
He has had a history of ankle problems and
surgeries and though the man whose nick-
name is bison tried to grit through his pain
and bowl, he couldn’t. He had to hobble off.
Inanideal world, his day would have been
done there and ankle frozen in ice but when
duty calls, it yells. When the eighth wicket
fell, he came out to bat but fell almost imme-
diately, spooning up a simple catch. As he
hobbled in pain, his Australian ODI captain
Aaron Finch, who was in the opposition in
this game, rushed across in concern. Finch
even wanted Marsh to place the arm around
his shoulder and help him walk off but
Marsh waited out for the physio to come out.
On air, another Australian Brett Lee said
Marsh should have never come out to bat as
he might have put his ankle in real jeopardy.
SRIRAM VEERA
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