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AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

A COMPUTER-operated laser-
cutting machine, the size of a
table-tennis board, is silently
embossing theStateEmblemof
India on a transparent acrylic
sheet in a corner of aworkshop
intheindustrialneighbourhood
of Delhi’s Paharganj. In the un-
seasonal September afternoon
heat, five-six labourers, all in
their20s,arebusymakingsign-
boards, glow signs and name
plates—and, increasingly these
days,puttingtheAshokasymbol

onacrylic sheets.
As the work of the govern-

ment goes on amidst the coron-

avirus, thedesksof thehighand
mightyintheCapitalhavestarted
sportingthesetransparentsheets,

standing as barriers between
themand visitors. Forwant of a
better name, the sheets have
beendubbed“sneezeguards”.
ParliamentbeganitsMonsoon

Session this week armedwith
similarsheets,thoughmadefrom
polycarbonateandselectedbythe
CentralPublicWorksDepartment
keeping inmind the building’s
heritage furniture. “The ideawas
to provide a partition between
MPs.Thesheetsarelight-weight,
withminimumalteration to the
furniture,”aseniorParliamentof-
ficialsays.
At the Paharganj Om Sai

Plasticworkshop, it’soneman’s
job and one hour’swork as a 5-
mm-thick acrylic sheet is cut
into a 2 ft X 3 ft rectangle with
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AttheworkshopinPaharganj,NewDelhi,wheretheacrylic
shieldsaremanufactured. TashiTobgyal

A workshop in a lane cuts glass to stand
between Delhi power corridors, virus

MEAREMINDSCHINAOFMOSCOWPACTONDISENGAGEMENT

China’swordsandactionsdon’tmatch,no
powercanstoppatrollingatLAC:Rajnath
Saysonecanstartawarbutendingit isnotinone’shands;agreestosuggestiontobriefpartyleaders

MANOJCG&
SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

UNDERLINING THAT there is a
mismatchbetweenwhat China
saysanddoes,DefenceMinister
Rajnath Singh told Rajya Sabha
ThursdaythatIndiawillnotback
down from taking “any big and
tough step” in its interest, and
that therewill be no change in
the “traditional and well-
defined” patrolling pattern of
Indiansoldiersalong theLineof
ActualControl inLadakh.
“No power in theworld can

stop Indian soldiers from
patrolling,”hesaid.
Making a statement in the

HouseonthesituationinLadakh,
twodaysafterhemadeasimilar
statement in Lok Sabha, Singh

saidthegovernmentwantstoas-
sure 130 crore people of the
country that itwill not let India
“bow down” its head. At the
same time, he said, it does not
wanttobendanyoneelse’shead.
“Yudh ki shuruat toh hamari

haathmeinhotihai, lekinuskaant
nahinhotahai.Aurmujhekaibaar
tajjub hota hai ki shanti ka yeh
sandeshjisdhartisepoorevishwa
ko mila hai, us dharti ki shanti
meinvighnadaalnekeprayaskiye
jaate hain (One can start a war
but ending it is not in one’s
hands. Many a time, I am sur-
prisedthatattemptsaremadeto
disrupt peace in the very land
which gave theworld themes-
sageof peace),”hesaid.
Citingoperationalreasonsfor

not giving detailed replies to
questionsfrommembers,Singh,
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DefenceMinisterRajnathSinghandExternalAffairsMinisterS Jaishankar intheRajyaSabha
onThursday.ANI

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

AFTER HIS small restaurant in
Gokulpuri was vandalised and
looted during the Northeast
Delhi riots, Usman Ali sought
Rs 3 lakh in damages from the
state government. Hewas paid
Rs750.
Days into her pregnancy, on

February 25, Gulzeb Parveen’s

husbandMoshin Ali was killed.
Hischarredbodywasfoundme-
tresfromtheKhajuriKhaspolice
station. On Tuesday, she gave
birth toababygirl,who is in the
ICU at a Hapur hospital. “The
compensationwaswithheldbe-
causewe didn’t haveMoshin’s
deathcertificate…andthatwas
delayed because of the lock-
down.Now,wehave submitted
all the documents, but we still
haven’t got any compensation,"

Shahnawaz, Mohsin's elder
brother, said.
Over sixmonthsafter the ri-

ots, theDelhi government faces
charges of delays, mismatches
andfalserejectionsoveritscom-
pensation disbursal to victims
andtheir families.
On Wednesday, a Delhi

Assembly panel on welfare of
minorities asked the state rev-
enue department to review at
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UsmanAli (right) sought
Rs3 lakhascompensation,
gotRs750. SouravRoyBarman

Rs 750 for burnt restaurant, Rs 8,500 for store:
Delhi Assembly panel flags gaps in riot relief

STAYONTVSHOW

If you want guidelines,
regulate digital media
first, Centre tells SC
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

THECENTREurgedtheSupreme
CourtonThursdaytoconfinethe
matterregardingtheSudarshan
TVshowBindassBol,whosetele-
cast had earlier been stayed by
the Court, to the channel alone,
and not lay down “any further
guidelines” for the entiremain-
streammedia.

Inanaffidavit, theMinistryof
Information and Broadcasting
added that however “if” the
“Court decides to undertake the
exercise, it should firstbeunder-
takenwithregardtodigitalmedia
as there already exist sufficient
framework and judicial pro-
nouncementswithregardtoelec-
tronicmediaandprintmedia”.
A three-judge Bench of the

Court had on September 15
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,SEPTEMBER17

A SPECIAL CBI Court in
Rajasthan's Jodhpur district has
ordered the registration of a
criminal case against former
UnionministerArunShourie,re-
tiredIASofficerPradipBaijaland
three others, after prima facie

findingoffencessuchascriminal
conspiracyandcheatingproved
against them in relation to the

sale of a luxury hotel in
Rajasthan dating back to 2002.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Court rejects CBI closure report, orders case
against Shourie for hotel sale by Atal Govt

Arun
Shourie; the
LaxmiVilas
PalaceHotel
(far left). PTI

Harsimrat quits
Cabinet, says
can’t be party to
anti-farmer laws
AfterShivSena,anotheroldBJPally
revolts; LokSabhapassesBills

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

UNIONMINISTERHarsimratKaur
Badal, anMP of the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD), one of the BJP's
oldest allies, resigned from the
Narendra Modi Cabinet on
Thursday, publicly criticising the
farmpolicyof thegovernment.
The SAD made a dramatic

announcement of her resigna-
tion in Lok Sabha, protesting
against The Farmers' Produce
Trade and Commerce
(PromotionandFacilitation)Bill,
2020 and the Farmers'
(EmpowermentandProtection)
Agreement on Price Assurance
and Farm Services Bill 2020,
which have brought farmers in
Punjab andHaryana out on the
streets. The Opposition has ac-
cused the Centre of “destroying
the federal structure” by bring-
ing theBills inParliament.
“I have resigned fromUnion

Cabinet in protest against anti-
farmer ordinances and legisla-
tion. Proud to standwith farm-
ers as their daughter & sister,”
Food Processing Industries
Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal
wroteonTwitter.“TheSADcan-
not be a party to anything anti-
farmer,” shesaid.
“Mydecisionsymbolisesmy

party'svision, itsgloriouslegacy
anditscommitmenttogotoany
extenttosafeguardtheinterests
of the farmers,” Harsimrat said

in a four-page resignation letter
addressedtothePrimeMinister.
“I am proud that today I am

able inmy humbleway to take
thatlegacyforward...Thatlegacy
willnotchange,comewhatmay.
Thetrust infarmersplacedinus
is sacred tous.”
Harsimrattoldreportersout-

sideParliamentthatherresigna-
tionwasnota“sacrifice”,only“a
natural and normal course for
anyproudAkaliDalmember”.
Despite the resignation and
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GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER17

AMID THE Covid outbreak, the
Insurance Regulatory and
DevelopmentAuthority of India
(IRDAI) is considering a recom-
mendation by itsworking com-
mittee to set upapandemic risk
pool to address losses and dis-
placementcausedtotheinformal
andlow-incomesectorsincaseof
anothersimilarcrisisinthefuture.
According to a report by the

committee,thepoolwouldcater
toaround4croreMSMEworkers
and lead to a capacity of
Rs 75,000 crore initially, includ-
ing the provision of a govern-
ment backstop. This could peak
to Rs 1.23 lakh crore later, with
thebackstopbeingtriggeredonly
intheeventofapandemicandif
thepayoutsexceedcapacity.
WhilearoundRs2,000crore

couldbeexpectedfrominsurers
andreinsurers,asubstantialpart
of the pool should come from
the government in the form of
thebackstop, the report said.

Under suchpools, insurance
firms—withorwithoutsupport
from governments — come to-
gether to provide protection for
payouts to people and compa-
nies in thewakeof catastrophic

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Insurance regulator
wants pandemic risk
pool for informal,
low-income sectors

TWOSIMILARpools, to
cover terrorismandnu-
clear risks, arealready in
place. For thepandemic
pool, though, the
Rs2,000crore that in-
surance firmswouldbe
able tochip inmaynot
beenoughasasignifi-
cantchunkof the4crore
MSMEemployees
wouldneedthis cover.
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Delhi riot relief
least 30 cases of mismatch be-
tweenclaimsandamountsanc-
tioned,and50casesofrejections.
So far, out of 3,200 claims,

over900havebeenrejected.The
government has cleared 1,526
claims and disbursed compen-
sation amounting to around Rs
19 crore. However, gaps in sev-
eral cases between compensa-
tion claimed and the amount
approvedpromptedthepanelto
takeupthematter,sourcessaid.
“CMaur deputy CMke direc-

tions kebavjoodkoi kaamhuahi
nahi... (work on compensation
did not get done despite direc-
tions from the CM and Deputy
CM),” Haji Yunus, AAP’s Mus-
tafabadMLA and amember of
thepanel,toldtopofficialsof the
districtandrevenuedepartment
duringthemeetingof thepanel
Wednesday.
AgroundcheckbyTheIndian

Express revealed some of these
alleged discrepancies. Take, for
example, thecaseofUsmanAli,
whoseeateryinGokulpuri ison
rentedspace.“WhenIvisitedthe
SDMoffice, I was told the com-
pensationhadbeentransferred
to my account. But my bank
statement showed that I had
beengivenRs750,”hesaid.
Pictures taken in the after-

mathoftheviolenceonFebruary
24showAli’srestaurantstripped
bareoffurniture,ovensandother
items,andthefloorstrewnwith
pieces of wood, plastic and pa-
per. “Business is down to 40%. I
have not even been able to pay
rent to the landlord,” said Ali,
who stays with his wife, their
twochildren,andhismother.
Around 5 kmaway is Gamri

village, where Zarar Ali runs a
poultryshop.Theareawitnessed
violence through the day on
February 25. In a complaint to
NewUsmanpur police station,
Zarar, who pays amonthly rent
ofRs6,000fortheshop,listedhis
losses: two gatesmade of alu-
minium, one aluminiumboard,
geyser,abugkillermachine,agas
cylinder, a steel sink, a wash
basin, twoweighing scales, 40
chickens, Rs 45,000 in cash and
anotherRs10,000inachild’sgul-
lak.Forall thedamage, theshop
ownerhasbeenpaidRs8,500by
thegovernment, recordsshow.
AsifAli,whorunsarestaurant

adjoining Zarar’s poultry shop,
said rioters looted valuables of
overRs3 lakhbefore setting the
eatery on fire. “Themob even
torchedmynewScootyworthRs
75,000. Yet, all that the govern-
ment paidmewas Rs 70,000. I
got nothing for the Scooty as I
couldnotproduce its remains. It
lies buriedunder heaps of scrap
vehiclesatBhajanpurapolicesta-
tion,”hesaid.
Amongthecasestakenupby

thepanelwas thatof oneVinod
Joshi of Yamuna Vihar subdivi-
sion,whohadsoughtRs30,000
for damage to his commercial
property andwho, according to
the list drawnup by the district
administration, had receivedRs
574 as relief. However, when
contactedonthenumberagainst
hisnameinthegovernmentlist,
Joshisaidhehadreceivedthefull
compensationamount.
The government hadprom-

isedup toRs5 lakhas compen-
sationincaseofdamagetounin-
sured commercial units, Rs 1
lakh in cases of “complete loot”
of such units and Rs 50,000 in
caseof partial loot.
However,duringthemeeting,

therevenuedepartmentofficials
told thepanel that the compen-
sationpolicy“neededmoreclar-
ity, theabsenceofwhich is lead-
ingtoalotof confusion”.
“On the ground, a person

claimingcompletelootof sayRs
3 lakhwill get Rs 1 lakh. But if a
person says his shopwas par-
tially lootedof Rs 6 lakh, hewill
onlygetRs50,000.Thepolicyhas
beendrafted insuchamanner,”
aseniorofficial toldthepanel.
When the panel asked offi-

cials if they had tried to review

rejected cases, they said it can-
not be done in the absence of
anygovernmentdirection.
“If all thecasesarereopened

forreview,wewilleffectivelybe
openingaPandora’sbox.That is
simply not practical. The panel
should fix the criteria and some
cases can be reviewed accord-
ingly. After all, the claimswere
reviewedbyteamsofSDMsand
PWDofficials.Theentireexercise
cannot be doubted,” said a sen-
ior revenuedepartmentofficial.

Insurance panel
events, such as floods, earth-
quakesorapandemic.
“Indianreinsurer,GICRe,who

has experienceofmanaging the
IndianTerrorismPoolandIndian
Nuclear pool in India, should be
anaptadministrator for thepro-
posedpandemicpool,”thepanel,
headed by IRDAI Executive
Director,SureshMathur,said.
“There are apprehensions

aboutCovid.It’strulyaglobalpan-
demic,” said IRDAI chairman
SubhashKhuntia.
According to the panel, the

first phasewould cover income
losses due tonon-damagebusi-
nessinterruptioncausedbyafu-
ture pandemic and subsequent
lockdownforupto10employees
perenterprise—withmaximum
reimbursement of Rs 6,500 per
employee permonth for three
monthsoreasingof a lockdown,
whicheverisearlier.
As pandemic losses are cur-

rently covered under health in-
surance products, a future out-
breakmaybecoveredunder the
pool inthesecondphase. In later
phases, the coveragemaybeex-
pandedtothe life insuranceseg-
ment.“Thepoolpremiumcollec-
tionisproposedtobeinvestedin
governmentsecuritiesorspecifi-
callydesignedbondsbythegov-
ernment,”thepanelsaid.
The committee estimated

that the total payoutwill be Rs
78,000crore,ifit'sassumedthat4
croreemployeesandworkersget
benefitsandthepayoutislimited
toamaximumofthreemonths.
Similar pandemic pool pro-

posalsacrosstheworld,including
intheUS,FranceandGermany,are
invarious stagesof approval and
hingeheavily on governmental
supportintheformofabackstop.

Media guidelines
restrained Sudarshan TV from
airingtheremainingepisodesof
theshow,whichithadbeenpro-
moting with the hashtag
UPSC_Jihad.While doing so, it
hadhintedthat itplans tosetup
apanel to suggest guidelines for
electronicmedia.
Initsaffidavit,theCentresaid

the issueof “balancingbetween
journalistfreedomandresponsi-
ble journalism is a field already
occupied either by the statutory
provisionsmadebyParliamentor
by judgments” of the Court.
Hence,thegovernmentsaid,“the
present petition be confined to
only one channel, namely
Sudarshan TV, and thisHon'ble
Courtmaynotundertaketheex-
erciseof layingdownanyfurther
guidelineswith orwithout ap-
pointmentofanAmicusoracom-
mitteeofpersonsasAmicus”.
Itfurtherargued,“(the)situa-

tion ineachcaseshallhavetobe
decided on a case-to-case basis
and a broader exercisewhich is
too general in nature is neither
warrantednorpermissible”.
The government said that in

theeventofthecourtproceeding
withtheexercise,“thereisnojus-
tificationtoconfinethisexercise
only tomainstream electronic
media”, and stressed the influ-
enceofdigitalmedia.
Media, it pointed out, “in-

cludesmainstream electronic
media,mainstreamprintmedia
aswellasaparallelmedianamely
digital printmedia and digital
web-based news portal and
YouTubechannelsaswellas‘Over
TheTop’(OTT)platforms…while
inmainstreammedia [whether
electronic or print], thepublica-
tion/telecastisaone-timeact,the

digital media has faster reach
fromwiderrangeofviewership/
readershipandhas thepotential
tobecomeviralbecauseofseveral
electronicapplications”.Naming
WhatsApp,TwitterandFacebook
amongtheapps, theCentresaid,
“Considering the serious impact
and the potential, it is desirable
that if thisHon'bleCourtdecides
to undertake the exercise, it
should first be undertakenwith
regardtodigitalmedia…”
Initsorderstayingthetelecast

of the remaining episodes of
Bindaas Bol, the SupremeCourt

Bench led by Justice D Y
Chandrachud had said the pur-
poseoftheshowwasto“vilifythe
Muslimcommunity”,andadded
thatitmadestatements“inwan-
tondisregardof thetruth”.

Hotel sale
InanorderdatedSeptember15,
the court of Special CBI Judge
PooranKumarSharmarejecteda
closure report filedby theCBI in
thematter of the sale of Laxmi
Vilas Palace Hotel, Udaipur.
Summoning all the accused via
arrest warrants, the court said

that prima facie it had been
proved that Shourie, during his
tenureasDisinvestmentMinister
in the Vajpayee government at
the Centre, and Baijal, as the
Secretaryofthedepartment,had
“abused their posts collectively
and independently” to cause a
loss Rs 244 crore to the govern-
mentof India inthesale.
The court also directed the

DistrictCollector,Udaipur,totake
possession of the hotel, now
known as The Lalit Laxmi Vilas
Palace, appointing the officer as
thereceiverof theproperty.

Shouriesaidhewouldappeal
againsttheorderintheRajasthan
HighCourt. Expressing surprise
over the charges being brought
up after 18 years, he told The
Indian Express, “The process of
disinvestmentwaschallengedin
theRajasthanHighCourt earlier
and theHC said there is no evi-
denceofanyundervaluation.The
CBI too had closed the case say-
ingtherewasnoevidenceofany
wrongdoing.Mynamewas not
there in the original FIR andwe
have no idea how it has been
addednow.”

The Special CBI Court order
saysShourieandBaijal“criminally
conspiredwithBharatHotelsLtd,
AshishGuha,ManagingDirector
ofM/sLzardIndiaLtd,andKantilal
KaramseyVikamseyofM/sKanti
Karamsey & Co to cause the
Governmentof India awrongful
lossofRs244,63,91,000andalso
caused a wrongful gain to the
tuneof the sameamount to self
or others”. It names JyotsnaSuri,
Director,BharatHotels,asamong
theaccused.
TheCBIhadregisteredanFIR

onAugust13,2014, inrelationto
the2002saleof thehotel, thena
heritage property of the ITDC
(Indian TourismDevelopment
Corporation),toBharatHotelsfor
Rs7.52crore.TheFIRsaidthedeal
hadresultedinalossofRs143.48
croretothegovernment.Initsor-
der, the court said theCBI probe
hadfoundthatthepropertywas
worthRs58.87croreandtheland
onwhich it stoodof thevalueof
Rs193crore,amountingto“loss”
ofRs244crore.
In the initial FIR, the CBI did

notincludeShourie,onlynaming
Baijal,GuhaofNewDelhi-based
financial advisory firm Lzard
India Ltd, asset valuerVikamsey
ofKantiKaramsey&Co.,andNew
Delhi-basedBharatHotels,apart
from “other unknown govern-
mentofficers/officialsandprivate
persons”, under Sections of the
PreventionofCorruptionAct.
Later,initsfinalreport,theCBI

saidithadnotfoundenoughev-
idence to launchprosecution in
the disinvestment. However, it
held that Kanti Karamsey&Co.
hadfailedtodopropervaluation
and referred thematter to the
MinistryofFinance.
Subsequently,theCBIhadnot

filedanychargesheetandinstead
submitted a closure report, re-
questingthecourttoaccept it.
Shouriesaid,“Itispertinentto

notethatnoneofthesedecisions
of disinvestmentwere taken by
meorbyanyofficialspersonally
butbytheCabinetCommitteeon
Disinvestment headed by then
PrimeMinisterShriABVajpayee
andwhich comprised the then
FinanceMinister among others.
Also,alothasbeenfloatedabout
thevaluationandthereseemsto
beamisunderstanding.Thereisa
differencewhen an establish-
ment is evaluatedwhen it has
closed andwhen it is running
withall its lossesandliabilities.”
Questioning the arrestwar-

rantagainsthim,Shouriesaid,“A
SupremeCourt judgment states
thattherehastobeasummons,a
bailablewarrant and if both of
thesearedisregarded,thenanon-
bailablearrestwarrantshouldbe
issuedinseriouscases.”
Baijal said he had no com-

mentstoofferasofnow,andwas
reviewing the documents. The
Lalit’s communication officials
didnottakecalls.
Rejecting the CBI’s closure

report,theSpecialCBICourtsaid
offencesunder Section120Bof
the IPC (criminal conspiracy)
readwithSection420(cheating)
aswellasSectionsofthePreven-
tionofCorruptionActhadbeen
proved against Shourie and the
others.“Whentheinvestigating
officerhadacceptedintheprobe
that Laxmi Vilas Hotel was un-
dervalued, thenhe shouldhave
presented a chargesheet,” the
court said.
NotingthatShourieisassoci-

atedwithjournalismandhasof-
tenspokenaboutthePrevention
ofCorruptionAct,thejudgesaid,
“Butdespite that,he indulged in
this activity, which shows his
doublepersonality.”
The court directed the

District Collector to ensure the
runningof thehotel throughan
organisationof thegovernment
of Indiawith experience in the
same.
A five-star hotel, LaxmiVilas

wasoriginallyapalaceoftheerst-
while king of UdaipurMaharaja
FatehSingh,datingback to1911.
FinanceMinistry records show
the Central government sold
89.97%stakeinitforRs7.52crore

in2002againstareservepriceof
Rs 6.12 crore. The hotel had
posted provisional losses of Rs
1.07crorein2000-01.
WritingforTheIndianExpress

soonaftertheCBIfiledtheFIRin
2014, Shourie had said, “to earn
grossrevenueofRs2croreayear,
thehotelspentRs3crore—aloss
of 51 per cent…Eleven parties
expressed an initial interest in
bidding for the hotel. Five of
them carried out thorough due
diligence.Suchwasthecondition
of the property that four of the
fivedroppedout.”
Thehotel is nowamongRaj-

asthan’stopheritageproperties.

A workshop
theAshokstambhembossedto-
wardsthebase.Anothersheet,of
width10mm, is cut intoa stand
tohold the rectangle,which can
thenbeplacedonatable.
“The client sends the design

onWhatsApp.Wefeeditintothe
machine,”saysAkshayRajput,25.
Not really impressed at the link
that now connects him to the
power corridors of the country,
just5kmaway,headds,“Weare
not bothered about what the
sheetsarecalledandwherethey
go.”Theunithassofardelivered
50suchsheets.
Fewlabourerswearmasksat

theworkshop,occupyingthefirst
floorofathree-storeybuilding.A
hand sanitiser dispenser hangs
onthewallbut ishardlyused.
Covid-19, however, hangs

heavy in theair in this industrial
area, housingmany small units
like OmSai Plastic, which have
seendemandnosedive.
“WearepitchingtoSecretary-

levelofficersatthemoment.They
aretheoneswithasteadystream
of visitors all day,” says Prashant
Shukla, the owner of Hybrid
Proximity,which has given the
contract for thesneezeguardsto
avendor,whointurngetsthejob
doneatOmSaiPlastic.
Excited at his two-year-old

Delhi-based start-up that spe-
cialises in augmented reality
productsgettingthisopportunity
to“introduceourselvestopolicy-
makers”,Shuklasayshehasbeen
fielding queries since the first
sheetwasputupon the table of
CabinetSecretaryRajivGaubaon
July1,hesays.
ApartfromGauba,thesneeze

guards are being used by the
PrincipalSecretarytothePM,PK
Mishra, Secretaries of Defence,
Finance, Food,MSME, the NITI
AayogCEO, andothers. External
AffairsMinister S Jaishankar’s
deskalsohasone,thoughitisnot
suppliedbyhisfirm.
RajivKhannaof StudioKIA,a

Gurgaon-based company, has
provided similar sheets to Rail
Bhavan, including the office of
Minister PiyushGoyal. “We are
actuallyanarchitecturefirm.But
thanks to the pandemic,we are
designing these products.What
do youdowhen youdon’t have
an office room large enough for
social distancing? That’swhere
thisproductcomesinhandy,”he
says,addingthattheirclients in-
clude amultinational pharma-
ceuticalcompanyandbanks.
Shukla saysordershadcome

as a godsend, with Hybrid
Proximitynotgettingmuchwork
post- lockdown. It had also
pitchedtheconceptofaVR-based
zoo to the National Zoological
Park,butthetendergotcancelled.
Shuklasaystheyhavegotqueries
from the Army, the President’s
Guards and an order from the
Vice-President’sSecretariat.
VivekShukla,the40-year-old

owner of the Om Sai Plastic
workshop,sayspeoplearelearn-
ingtolivewiththevirus.“Someof
mylabourersleftfortheirvillages
inthelockdown.Butnowallhave
comeback.”
Officialssayitisalittlediscon-

certingbuttheyaregettingused
to the sneeze guards. “Some-
timesIpeekfromthesidestoget
a good look atmyvisitors,” said
anofficial.
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Harsimrat Badal resigns over farm Bills

‘China’s words, actions don’t match’

protests,however, thetwoBills
—which seek to replace
Ordinances passed in June–
were passed in Lok Sabha by
voicevote.
Agriculture Minister

NarendraSinghTomarassured
the House that the proposed
legislation would “liberate”
farmers.Herejectedtheappre-
hension that the new laws
would lead to thedismantling
of theminimumsupport price
(MSP)regime.
“Contract will not lead to

takingoverofland.Ifthecorpo-
ratesbuildsomeinfrastructure,
itwillonlybenefitthefarmerin
theend... Licence, InspectorRaj
will end, corruptionwill end,
andfarmersandtraderswillbe
freetobuyandsellanywherein
thecountry,”Tomarsaid.
Earlier,astheSADwaitedfor

its chance to speakon theBills,
theBJP'sfloormanagersseemed
to have no idea of what was
coming.
Senior BJP leader Rajendra

AgrawalwasinthechairasSAD
president and Ferozpur MP
SukhbirSinghBadalstoodupto
speak. As Sukhbir attacked the
Congress for includingaprom-

ise to abolish the Agriculture
ProduceMarketingCommittees
(APMCs)initsmanifestoahead
of the 2019 elections, the
Treasury benches applauded.
When Agrawal tried to cut
Sukhbir short and called
YSRCP's Lavu Krishna
Devarayalu to speak, BJPMPs
pleadedwith the Chair to give
himmoretime.
As Sukhbir continued his

speech, SpeakerOmBirla took
theChair.Sukhbirspokeagainst
the Congress again, and then
said: “Iwould like tomake an
announcement thatHarsimrat
Kaurwouldresignfromthegov-
ernment inprotest.”Before the
Treasury benches and
OppositionMPs realisedwhat
washappening,Sukhbirwalked
out of the House with
Harsimrat.Hereturned later to
takepartinthedebatethatwas
stillcontinuing.
TheSADhadissuedathree-

line whip to its MPs in both
HousestovoteagainsttheBills,
if therewasvoting.
“Its quite natural,” SAD's

Rajya SabhaMPNareshGujral
told The Indian Express, refer-
ringtotheresignation.“Wecan-

not bepart of the government
whenwehavedecided to vote
againstaBillwhichwasthede-
cisionof theCabinet. There is a
collective responsibility for the
decisionsoftheUnionCabinet,”
Gujralsaid.
Harsimrat's resignation is a

major setback for theBJP. Ithas
lostanothertraditionalallyafter
theShivSena,whichbrokeaway
lastyear.TheBJPfoughtaccusa-
tionsofbeinganti-farmerwhen
it pushed the land acquisition
Bill; itwillnowhavetocounter
similarchargesagain.
The impression that the

party is a poor coalitionman-
ager comes just ahead of the
Bihar election, which will be
foughtamidincreasingunem-
ployment, the crisis of mi-
grants,andtheeconomicslow-
down.
BothSukhbirandHarsmirat

said she had tried her best to
persuadetheCabinettotakethe
actualstakeholders,thefarmers,
onboardandallay theirappre-
hensions. “The Minister ex-
pressedherobjectionsatevery
platform available to her.We
havewrittenanumberofletters
to the concerned Minister,”

Sukhbirsaid.
“As a statewehave always

focusedon the farming sector.
We ushered in the Green
Revolution andwe fed thena-
tion. Fifty per cent of the food-
graincomesfromPunjabandit's
a state that is 100per cent irri-
gated,”hesaid.TheBills,hesaid,
would “spell doomsday” for
Punjab'sfarmers.
Gujral pointedout that the

SADcouldnotpossiblysupport
theseBills. “Our cadre is farm-
ers.TheBillshavecreatedaper-
ceptionthattheyareagainstthe
farmers.Ninetyper cent of the
farmersareonthestreets,how
canwe support the Bills?” he
asked.
Meanwhile, in Punjab, the

CongressMLA fromFatehgarh
Sahib, Kuljit Singh Nagra, re-
signed from theVidhanSabha
toprotestthepassageoftheBills
inLokSabha.
“Idonotwanttocontinueto

beinVidhanSabhaasanelected
representative on a daywhen
Lok Sabha passes Bills that
wouldruinthefarmers,”Nagra
toldTheIndianExpress.

WITHKANCHANVASDEV,
CHANDIGARH

responding to a query from
Congress leader and former
DefenceMinister AKAntony,
said therewill beno change in
thepatrollingpatternof Indian
soldiers.
With allOppositionparties

backing the government, the
Congress,whichhadbeende-
manding a full-fledgeddiscus-
sionontheissue,didnotregister
anyprotest.
Singh also agreed to

ChairmanMVenkaiahNaidu’s
suggestion that he consider
meetingsomeprominentlead-
ers in his chamber and brief
themonthegroundsituation.
“They are all our people.

Everybodyisinterestedincoun-
try's unity, safety and security,
irrespective of parties. They
shouldalsoknowtheactualpo-
sition. So, in fitness of things, if
the government briefs them
also, taking them into confi-
dence,thenthatwillbeanideal
situation,”VenkaiahNaidutold
Singhafterhisstatement.
Earlier,theDefenceMinister

briefed theHouse onhowand
when thepresent crisis began,
andthediplomaticandmilitary
steps takenby India to resolve
theissue.
Singhsaidthe“situationthis

year is very different, both in
termsofscaleoftroopsinvolved
and the number of friction
points” but maintained that
India“remaincommittedtothe
peaceful resolutionof the cur-
rentsituation”.
HesaidsinceApril,Indiahad

noticed a “build-up of troops
andarmaments”bytheChinese
sideintheborderareasadjacent
toEasternLadakh.InearlyMay,
hesaid,theChinesetookaction
tohinderthenormal,traditional
patrolling pattern of Indian
troopsintheGalwanValleyarea,
whichresultedinafaceoff.

He saidwhile the Chinese
sidehastakenthepositionthat
thesituationshouldbehandled
in a responsiblemanner and
peaceandtranquilityshouldbe
ensured as per bilateral agree-
mentsandprotocol,itis“appar-
entfromChineseactivitiesthat
theirwords don’tmatch their
actions”.
“Acase inpoint is thateven

whenthediscussionswerego-
ing on, the Chinese side again
engagedinprovocativemilitary
manoeuvres on the night of
August 29-30 in an attempt to
change the status quo in the
South Bank area of Pangong
lake. But yet again, timely and
firmactionsbyourarmedforces
along the LACprevented such
attemptsfromsucceeding.Asis
clear from these events, the
Chinese actions reflect a disre-
gard of our various bilateral
agreements,”hesaid.
“Asofnow,theChineseside

hasmobilizedalargenumberof
troops and armaments along
the LACaswell as in thedepth
areas. Thereare several friction
areasinEasternLadakhinclud-
ingGogra,KongkaLaandNorth
andSouthBanksofthePangong
Lake. In response toChina’s ac-
tions,ourarmedforceshavealso
madeappropriate counter-de-
ploymentsintheseareastoen-
surethatIndia’sbordersarefully
protected,”hesaid.
AntonyaskedSinghwhathe

meantwhenhepromised the
House that the “government
willdoeverythingtoprotectthe
sovereigntyof thecountry”.
“You have to clarify.

Sovereigntymeans status quo
ante as in themiddle of April.
That is themeaningof protect-
ing the sovereignty,” Antony
said.
Stating that GalwanValley

was never a disputed site, he

said,“eveninGalwanValley,our
soldiersarenownotallowedto
patrol at the pointwhich they
usedtopatrolearlier.InPangong
areaalso, inmore than8kmof
area,theyarenotallowingusto
patrol the areawhichweused
topatrol.Previously,weusedto
patroluptoFingerPoint8.Now,
wearenotallowedtopatrolup
to it. After thesenegotiations, I
would like to request the gov-
ernment that our Army and
ITBPmustbe allowed topatrol
uptothepointswhichweused
topatrol.”
Responding to these re-

marks, Singh said “our former
DefenceMinisterwhoIrespect
a lot, Antony Saab, has talked
about the patrolling pattern.
And he has said that China is
stoppingIndiafrompatrolling.I
wanttomakeitclear:thatisthe
reason for the fight, the faceoff.
Asfarasthepatrollingpatternis
concerned, the patrolling pat-
tern is traditional as alsowell-
defined.Nopowerintheworld
canstopIndia’sjawansfrompa-
trolling.Oursoldiershavemade
sacrificesforthis.Andtherewill
be no change in the patrolling
pattern.”
Referring to Singh’s state-

mentthatdiplomaticandmili-
tary engagements with the
Chinese are continuing,
Congressdeputy leaderAnand
Sharmasaid,“wehopethatthe
diplomaticchannelswillbeex-
haustedfordisengagementand
de-escalation”andasked“dowe
understand that restorationof
thestatusquoantewill remain
non-negotiableandthefinalob-
jectiveforIndia.”
Singh replied that theposi-

tiononstatusquohasbeenclar-
ified in his statement and that
he has taken “cognizance” of
whatSharmasaid.
Meanwhile, theMinistry of

External Affairs, recalling the
agreement reached at the
Moscow meeting between
External Affairs Minister S
JaishankarandChineseForeign
MinisterWangYionSeptember
10, and also the September 4
meetingbetweenRajnathSingh
andChineseDefenceMinister
Wei Fenghe, said: “Therewas
consensus between the
Ministersof thetwosides,dur-
ingboththemeetings,thatthere
should be quick and complete
disengagement of troops from
allfrictionareasalongtheLAC.”
“Both sides should, there-

fore, focus on easing tensions
inthefrictionareasbyrefrain-
ing fromanyactions thatmay
leadtoanescalation inthesit-
uation. This requires strict ad-
herence to thebilateral agree-
ments and protocols and not
makingunilateral attempts to
change the status quo," MEA
spokesperson Anurag
Srivastavasaid.
“As DefenceMinister has

stated categorically in the
Parliamenton15thSeptember
aswell asearlier today,weare
committed to a peaceful dia-
loguewiththeChineseside,in-
cluding through diplomatic
andmilitarychannels,"hesaid.
“The Chinese side should

sincerelyworkwiththeIndian
side for complete disengage-
ment at the earliest from all
friction areas including
Pangong lakeaswellasde-es-
calation in border areas in ac-
cordance with the bilateral
agreements and protocols on
maintenance of peace and
tranquilityinborderareas.We
hope the Chinese side will
strictlyrespectandobservethe
Line of Actual Control andnot
make further attempts touni-
laterallychangestatusquo,”he
said.
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DELHIGOVERNMENTwill focus
oninstallingslowchargingpoints
tohelpmassadoptionof electric
two- and three-wheelers in the
city. There will be fewer fast
charging stations as they cater
primarily to premium four-
wheelers, a statement issuedby
theDelhigovernmentsaid.
The government has created

a Charging Infrastructure
Working Group, with officials
frompower discoms,municipal
corporations,DDAandDelhigov-
ernment, tooverseethework. In
itsmeetingonThursday,chaired
by Jasmine Shah, Vice
Chairperson, Dialogue and

Development Commission of
Delhi, it was also decided that
land-owning agencieswill look
for200locationsforthestations.
A statement issued by the

Delhi government said that in-
stallingchargingfacilitiesatmalls,
officecomplexesandgrouphous-
ing societies will be a priority.

“Giventhesepremiseshavehigh
capacitycommercialconnections,
itwasdiscussedthatsettingupof
a largenumberof slow-charging
pointsatthesefacilitieswouldbe
inexpensive and a quickway of
settingupthousandsofadditional
chargingpointsinthecityandre-
ducingrangeanxiety,” itsaid.
Theworking groupwas cre-

ated avoid problems owing to
multiplicity of agencies inDelhi.
“Delhi governmentwill soonbe
rolling out financial incentives
promisedundertheEVpolicy.By
creatingaChargingInfrastructure
Working Group, Delhi govern-
menthasbroughtonboardallthe
different agencies and
discoms...to initiatework on ac-
celerated rollout of charging in-
frastructure,”saidShah.

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

ADELHIcourtThursdaygranted
bail to Pinjra Tod member
Natasha Narwal in connection
withtheriotsinJafrabad,observ-
ingthattherewasnospecifical-
legation of threat to witnesses
and that the videos shown in
courtdonotshowherindulging
inor incitingviolence.
Since Narwal has not been

granted bail in a separate UAPA
caserelated to theriots, shewill
notbe released fromjail.
Additional Sessions Judge

Amitabh Rawat granted bail on
furnishingapersonalbondofRs
30,000, with one surety of the
same amount. She has been di-
rected not to get in touchwith
anywitnesses, tamperwithevi-
denceorleaveDelhiwithoutthe
court’spermission.
Thecourt saidvideosplayed

bytheinvestigatingofficershow
shewas part of an unlawful as-
sembly,but“donotshowtheac-
cused indulging or inciting vio-
lence”,whilealsoacceptingthat
it was mindful of the fact that
therewerestatementsmadeun-
der CrPC Section 161 by wit-
nessesagainsther.
It observed, “Prosecution

can’t say that till witnesses are
examined, accused can’t be re-
leased on bail. There is no spe-
cific allegation of threat towit-

nesses,whoare,inanycase,pro-
tected and their identity con-
cealed.”
During the hearing, police

submitted to the court that the
accusedchoseJafrabadarea“cal-
culatively” to start a communal
clash.
TheSpecialPublicProsecutor

arguedthatfromFebruary22to
26,4-5callsweremadebetween
UmarKhalid and the twoPinjra
Tod members, Natasha and
DevanganaKalita.
“All their mindsets are the

sametodisturbtheplace,create
riots... I am not saying that the
whole riots were scripted by
thesetwogirls.Buttheyplayeda
vital role to execute this script,”
theSPPargued.

The court also said the ac-
cusedwas booked in the UAPA
case, “however, that case is un-
derspecificlegislationandinves-
tigated separately and thuswill
bedealtwithaccordingly.Atthis
stage, only bail is to be consid-
eredandnotacquittalorconvic-
tion.Moreover,sheisnotaflight
riskandthewitnessesarepolice
officials only or protectedwit-
nesses.”
In this case, police had also

added sections of murder fol-
lowing thedeathof 18-year-old
Amaan,whowas hit by a bullet
whichallegedlyricochetedoff a
Metro pillar on February 25 at
Jafrabad.
A total of 11 persons were

chargesheetedinthiscasealong
with Pinjra Tod members
Narwal, Kalita and JamiaMillia
IslamiastudentGulfisha.
The Delhi High Court had

earlier granted bail to Kalita,
noting that, “investigating
agency had failed to produce
any material that she in her
speech instigatedwomenof (a)
particular community or gave
hatredspeechduetowhichpre-
cious life of a young man has
been sacrificed and property
damaged”.
Narwal’scounselAditPujari

hadsaidpolicehavenotplaced
any material before the court
thatNarwalwouldtamperwith
evidence or influence wit-
nesses.
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LEADERSOFfiveoppositionpar-
ties, including the Congress and
theLeft,ThursdaymetPresident
RamNathKovindandaskedhim
to direct the government to set
upaprobebya sittingor retired
judge into the investigations by
theDelhiPolice intheNortheast
DelhiriotsinFebruary.Theytold
thePresidentthatthepolice,un-
der “directions of the Union
HomeMinister”,are“orchestrat-
ingascript”thatislinkingpeace-
ful anti-CAA-NPR-NRC protests
to thisviolence.
“A credible and unbiased

probe is crucial to restorepublic
trust in the law and orderma-
chineryof the state. The investi-
gation cannot be allowed to be-
come a fishing and roving
expedition aimed at causing a
chilling effect on dissent and
protestinthecountry.We…urge
youtocallupontheGovernment
of India to institute an inquiry
into this investigationunder the
CommissionofInquiryAct,1952,
headed by sitting/retired
judge(s),”theleaderssaidinape-

titiontothePresident.
Theleaders–Congresstreas-

urer Ahmed Patel, CPMgeneral
secretary Sitaram Yechury, his
CPI counterpart D Raja, Rajya
SabhaMPandRJDleaderManoj
Kumar Jha and DMK’s
Kanimozhi – told the President
thatthereare“seriousquestions
abouttheroleplayedbytheDelhi
Police during the violence and
also themanner inwhichpolice
is harassing and attempting to
falsely implicate activists and
young peoplewho took part in
the anti-CAA/NRC/NPRmove-
mentsastheperpetratorsofvio-

lence”.
“Such amanufactured con-

spiracytheoryhasnowbegunto
falselyimplicatepoliticalleaders.
ThenameofYechury…andalso
namesofwell-knownintellectu-
als, academicians and activists
have now surfaced inmaterial
putoutinthepublicdomain.This
is a disturbing trend that raises
seriousquestionsover theman-
nerof such investigations,” they
said.
Theyclaimed“thereare sev-

eral publicly documented ac-
countsandvideosofpolicebeing
complicit intheviolence,direct-

ingmobspeltingstones,orlook-
ing the other waywhenmobs
were indulging inviolence”.
“The notable silence in the

chargesheetsontheroleof lead-
ers associatedwith theBJP,who
gave inflammatory speeches,
raisesseriousconcernabout the
impartiality of the probe. Since
December 2019, there are pub-
licly documented speeches by
leaders of the ruling party insti-
gating and provoking violence
against those involved in the
anti-CAAprotests,includingthat
of aminister raising slogans to
‘shoot the traitors’,” thememo-
randumsaid.
AllegingthatDelhiPolicehas

turned a blind eye towards the
roleof itsownpersonnelandBJP
leaders intheviolence, thelead-
erssaidpolice,at thesametime,
appear to be “pursuing a line of
inquirycriminalisingtheprotests
against the CAA and portraying
themas a conspiracywhich re-
sulted intheriots inDelhi”.
“The entire investigation ap-

pearstobeaimedatarrivingata
pre-meditated theory about a
conspiracy propounded by the
HomeMinister in Lok Sabha in
March 2020, before any investi-

gation had even begun into the
riots. The FIR… regarding this
‘conspiracy’ being investigated
by the Special Cell, inwhich the
draconian Unlawful Activities
(Prevention)Act(UAPA)hasbeen
invoked, is being used to carry
out a fishing and roving inquiry
against activists and young per-
sonswhowereinvolvedwiththe
protests,” theysaid.
“TheongoingprobebyDelhi

Police,therefore,doesnotinspire
confidence. There are serious
questionsabouttheimpartiality
oftheprobe,especiallygiventhe
recent order of the Special
Commissioner of Police (Crime)
citing ‘degree of resentment
among the Hindu community’
regardingarrestsof ‘someHindu
youth’ from riot-hit areas in
Northeast Delhi and directing
that‘duecareandprecaution’be
taken while making arrests,”
theyadded.
DelhiPolicehadearlier said,

“The police is doing its work in
a professional, free and impar-
tial manner... To suggest other-
wise, is a deliberate attempt to
malignDelhiPolice’s imageand
istotallybiasedandunsubstan-
tiated.”

(Fromleft)ManojKumar Jha,Kanimozhi,AhmedPatel,
PresidentRamNathKovind,D RajaandSitaramYechury

NatashaNarwalwillnotbe
releasedfromjailasshe is
yet togetbail inaUAPA case
relatedtotheriots

AMONG THE biggest
hurdlesinquickadoption
of electric vehicles is the
lack of charging stations
in the city, officials be-
lieve. The government’s
plan to get more people
tobuyelectricvehicles in
futureincludessettingup
chargingpointsatacces-
sible locations, in addi-
tion to giving incentives
topeoplewhoarewilling
to switch to greener ve-
hicles.

Charging
keyto
adoption

Court takes cognizance of
riots chargesheet against 15

SEEKDIRECTIONSTOCENTRETOSETUP INQUIRYBYSITTINGORRETDJUDGES

InmeetingwithPresident, oppn
parties raisedoubtson riotsprobe
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ADELHIcourtThursdaytookcog-
nizance of the chargesheet filed
byDelhi Police under the strin-
gentUAPAandother legalprovi-
sionsagainst15personsina“con-
spiracy” case related to the
FebruaryriotsinNortheastDelhi.
Cognizance,however,wasnot

taken inmatters related to sec-
tions of sedition andpromoting
enmitybetweendifferentgroups
assanctiontoprosecuteispend-
ing in the matter. Additional
Sessions Judge Amitabh Rawat
directed Delhi Police to supply
copiesofthechargesheetfiledon
Wednesday to the accused per-
sons. The courtwill take up the
matteronSeptember21.
TheDelhi Police Special Cell

told the court thatwhile collect-
ing evidence, it reliedon call de-
tailrecordsandWhatsAppchats.
It saidWhatsApp groupswere
used by conspirators for “vio-

lence”inSeelampurandJafrabad
areas. “Wehaveseveralpiecesof
technical evidence, including
WhatsApp chats of February 24
when the violencewashappen-
ing.Atthatpoint,keyconspirators
wereguidingtheirfootsoldiersin
theareaandweredirectlyintouch
withthem.Therewerearound25
protest sites, and around 25
WhatsAppgroupswereespecially
createdforeachsite.Theimpres-
sionwas given that theywere
anti-CAAprotestgroups,”asenior
policeofficerhadclaimed.
The chargesheet includes

names of formerAAP councillor
Tahir Hussain, and Pinjra Tod’s
Devangana Kalita andNatasha
Narwal,asaccused.Butitdoesnot
mention former JNU students,
UmarKhalidandSharjeel Imam,
who were arrested under the
UAPAinthecase.
The Special Cell said Tahir

Hussain, Khalid Saifi andUmar
Khalid had allegedly planned to
carryoutmassiveviolenceinthe
capital during US President

DonaldTrump’svisit.
Initschargesheet,policelisted

747witnesses and of them, 51
have recorded their statements
before the magistrate under
Section164oftheCrPC.Policesaid
it has givena chronologyof con-
spiracyand relevant events in its
chargesheet,which is likely tobe
takenupforconsiderationsoon.
The court said sanction for

prosecutionunder Section45of
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention)Act,1967,foroffences
underSections13/16/17/18ofthe
saidAct is on record, alongwith
sectionsofmurderof theIPC.
However, for offences under

section 124A (sedition), 153A
(promotingenmitybetweendif-
ferent groupsongroundsof reli-
gion,race,placeofbirth,residence,
language, etc.), 109 (abetment if
act abetted is committed in con-
sequence andwhereno express
provision ismade for its punish-
ment), and120-B (criminal con-
spiracy)of theIPC,police isyetto
procuretherequisitesanction.
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PeoplequeueupoutsideRajivChowkMetrostation. PraveenKhanna

DU principals deny fund
misuse, Sisodia ups attack

Delhi sees most Covid deaths in 60 days;
Jain says new cases will rise with testing

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER17

ADAYafterDeputyChiefMinister
Manish Sisodia accused six gov-
ernment-fundedDelhiUniversity
(DU) colleges of misappropria-
tionoffunds,principalsofseveral
DUcollegescalledhisstatements
“baseless”and“unsubstantiated”.
OnWednesday, Sisodia had

accused the administrations of
Keshav Mahavidyalaya, Deen
DayalUpadhyayCollege,Shaheed
Sukhdev College of Business
Studies and Bhagini Nivedita
Collegeofhavingcroresofrupees
lying in college accountswhile
saying they are unable to pay
their staff salaries due to fund
shortage.Hehadsaidthiswasre-
vealed inapreliminary reportof
a special audit initiated by the
governmentinthecolleges.
On Thursday, the Delhi

UniversityPrincipals’Association
held a press conference to con-
demnSisodia’sallegations. Inat-
tendancewere principals of at
least 11 colleges — including
Hindu,MirandaHouse,andSGTB
Khalsa— apart from those col-
leges againstwhich Sisodia had
raisedaccusations.
In response, Sisodia contin-

uedtoallegelackoftransparency
in the colleges and questioned
howtheyhaveraisedfundsincol-
legefixeddeposits.
In a statement Thursday, he

said:“...moneyintheirFDsiscon-
sistently increasing. Thismoney
is not providedbyDelhi govern-

ment todeposit in the FD. Some
collegeshaveFDsthathaveupto
Rs 15 crore-Rs 30 crore. What
portion of thismoneyhas come
fromwhichsource? Howisitbe-
ingused?Thisneedstobeinves-
tigatedby theaudit team. Ihope
theDUadministrationwillco-op-
erate... ininvestigatingthepossi-
bilityof corruption...”
Theprinicpals,however,held

that the money in college ac-
counts,whichSisodiareferredto,
wasinthecolleges’studentsoci-
etyaccountsandcannotbeused
topaystaff salaries.
“Wedenytheallegationsand

condemnthem.Suchstatements
are not expected from the office
of an educationminister... These
funds are generated from stu-
dents andare tobeused for stu-
dent-centricpurposessuchasex-
tra-curricular development,
student activities, recruitment
drives, festivals. Anydiversionof
fundswould amount tomisap-
propriation,” said Jaswinder

Singh,DUPApresidentandprin-
cipalofSGTBKhalsaCollege.
Among the allegations that

Sisodiahadraisedwasthatoneof
thecollegeshadspentRs25lakh
on “donations”. Preliminary ob-
servations report of the special
auditstated:“DuringFY2017-18,
thecollegedonatedRs25lakhfor
‘AtalIncubationCentre’outofthe
studentsocietyfundaccount.”
“Itisanextremelyirresponsi-

blestatementtorefertotheRs25
lakh as a ‘donation’. It has been
committed—andnotevenspent
—by the college as seedmoney
forskilldevelopmentthroughan
Atal Incubation Centre. It has
been done from the Student
Society Account for a student-
centric purpose,” said Manoj
Sinha, DUPA secretary andprin-
cipalofAryabhattaCollege.
According to a statement re-

leased by the association, the
fund requirement from the gov-
ernment in the current financial
year isRs270croreacross the12
colleges fully funded by it.
“Ideally,75%oftherequiredgrant,
i.e. Rs 202.5 crore, should have
been released before July 2020,
whereas only Rs 37.5 crore has
been released till date,” read
DUPA’sstatement.
In the statement, they also

questioned the basis onwhich
collegeswereselectedforthespe-
cialaudit.“Isitbecausethemem-
bers of their choice could not be
electedaschairpersoninthegov-
erningbodyof these colleges? If
that is so, it amounts toscuttling
thedemocraticprocess,” itsaid.

As focus shifts to e-vehicles, govt looks
at maximising charging stations in Delhi

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

DELHI RECORDED 4,432 fresh
casesofCovid-19Thursday,tak-
ingthetotaltallyto2,34,701.The
death toll mounted to 4,877,
with38moredeathsreportedin
thelast24hours–thehighestin
over 60 days. Of the total cases,
1,98,103 have recovered. The
numberofactivecasesstandsat
31,721.
Delhi Health Minister

Satyendar Jain Thursday said

Covid-19 cases in the city will
riseinthenext10daysastesting
capacityhasquadrupled.“Cases
ofCovid-19andactivecaseswill
rise in the next 10-15 days as

testinghasbeenrampedupfour
times. But wewill then be able
tocontainthespreadof infection
inthelong-runthrougheffective
isolation, asplanned,”hesaid.
The city performed 60,014

tests—9,564RT-PCRand50,450
rapid antigen tests — Thursday,
withapositivity rateof 7.38%.
On the results of the sero-

prevalancesurveyconducted in
thefirstweekofSeptember, Jain
said the report will first be
placed before the Delhi High
Court.Accordingtosources, ini-
tial findings of the third survey

suggests that around33%of the
17,000peoplesurveyedhavede-
veloped antibodies against the
virus. The samples were
processed in 18 labs authorised
by thestategovernment.
Antibodies against Covid-19

infectionwere found in29.1%of
people in the sero survey in
August, Jainhadsaid lastmonth
whileannouncingitsresults.The
resultsfurthersuggestedthat79
of the 257 people, who recov-
ered from Covid andwere part
of the exercise, didnothave an-
tibodiesagainst thevirus.

ManishSisodia

DDA reaches
outtoRWAs
NewDelhi: Inanonlineex-
ercise,DelhiDevelopment
Authority Wednesday
reached out to RWAs of
plotted colonies to seek
their opinion in the for-
mationofMasterPlan for
Delhi, 2041. The RWAs
gavesuggestionsonfixing
the transport infrastruc-
ture, clearing encroach-
ments and ensuring no
waterlogging inthecity.

3heldfor
gangrape
NewDelhi:A 17-year-old
girl was allegedly gan-
grapedbythreemen,who
also attacked her with a
knife, in Northeast Delhi,
police said Thursday. The
accused have been ar-
rested by local police.
Policesaidthegirlwasre-
turning home with her
relative on Tuesday night
whentheaccusedtriedto
snatch her purse.When
thegirlobjected, themen
allegedly threatened her
withaknifeandrapedher.
“The victim and her rela-
tive were also attacked
withaknifeandsustained
injuries to their hands,”
saidaseniorpoliceofficer.

ASImowed
downbytruck
NewDelhi: A49-year-old
Assistant Sub-Inspector
fromTraffic Police, Radhe
Shyam, died after hewas
allegedlymoweddownby
a truckwhile on duty at
NorthDelhi’s Burari. The
incident took place on
Wednesdayeveningatthe
Ring Road. Shyam was
posted at ITI Center in
Dheerpurarea.

Congcouncillor
proposes
namingstreet
afterSushant
NewDelhi:DelhiCongress
vice-president andSDMC
councillor AbhishekDutt
has proposed to name a
stretch of road in South
Delhi’sAndrewsGunjarea
after lateBollywoodactor
SushantSinghRajput.Dutt
hassenttheproposaltothe
civic body’s road naming
andrenamingcommittee,
sayingthatthereisastrong
demandfromlocalsof the
areaaswell.Hesaidalarge
numberofpeoplelivingin
theareaabuttingroadno8
hail fromBihar.ENS

BRIEFLY

JasmineShah

Butwewillbeableto
containthespread
of infectioninthe
long-runthrough
effective isolationas
planned, said Jain

Court grants bail to Narwal:
‘Not seen inciting violence’
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Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 14,963 7,971
VENTILATORS 1,247 484

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Sep16 4,473 3,313 33 62,593
Sep17 4,432 3,587 38 60,014
Total 31,721* 1,98,103 4,877 23,69,592
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2,34,701
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ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

JAWAHARLALNEHRUUniversity
has seen a drastic increase in its
legal expenses since 2016,with
thenumberofcasesfiledagainst
thevarsityintheDelhiHighCourt
having spiked compared to pre-
vious years. According to the
Delhi High Courtwebsite, from
2016-20, 183 cases were filed
against the JNU administration,
averaging37casesperyear.Thisis
fourtimestheaveragefrom2011-
15,whenthetotalcaseswere47,
averaging9casesperyear.
Teachers and students have

beenat loggerheadswiththead-
ministration since 2016 over a
hostofissues—includingdiscipli-
naryaction,recruitmentoffaculty,
and appointments of deans and
chairpersons,amongotherthings.
IntheExecutiveCouncil(EC)

meeting on September 7, the
university approved additional
funds of Rs 30 lakh, after it was
reported thatmost of the origi-
nallyallocatedamountofRs9.40
lakhsetaside for legal expenses
hadbeenspentandbillsofRs18
lakh for this financial yearwere
yet tobecleared.
The agenda item for the EC

read,“LegalCellof theUniversity
hasbeenallocatedRs9.40lakh...
to meet charges of University
LegalCounsels.Outof theabove
amount,Rs9.39lakhhasalready
beenspent towardspaymentof
legal counsels.”
“Largenumberofbillsraised

by the empanelled University
Legal Counsels during the cur-
rent financial year amounting
(around)Rs18 lakharepending
withLegalCell.Additionalfunds
ofRs30lakhmaybeallocatedto
clear pending bills and cater to
futurerequirementsduringthis
financial year,” it further read.
Theminutes of themeeting

confirmedtheEChadapproved
Rs30 lakh funds.

AccordingtotheHCwebsite,
the number of cases (disposed
off and pending) filed against
JNUfrom2016to2020were28,
24, 52, 59 and 20 respectively.
From 2011to 15, the number of
casesfiledagainst JNUwere7,3,
12,14and11respectively.
The increase in legal ex-

penses post 2016 is visible in
JNU’s financial report. In 2016-
17, the university spent Rs 4.55
lakh on legal expenses and in
2017-18 it spent a little more
thanhalf of that—Rs2.72 lakh.
However, in 2018-19, legal

expenses ballooned to Rs 17.72
lakh— almost 4 times of 2016-
17and6.5timesof2017-18.Data
for2019-20wasnotavailable.
Sources said expenseswere

alsorisingas JNUhademployed
ASGs (Additional Solicitor
General)inatleast50%casesand
hadtopay themaccordingly.
JNU Teachers’ Association

secretarySurajitMazumdarsaid,
“Theexplosioninlitigationisbe-
cause of high level of irregulari-
ties by the administration, and
becausemechanisms of griev-
anceredressalhavebrokendown
as the administration doesn’t
wanttoengagewith…university
community... Theuniversityhas
abudget.Whereisthisadditional
amountthat’sbeingallocatedgo-
ingtocomefrom...?”
Registrar Pramod Kumar

said, “We have amiscellaneous
fund,we are usingmoney from
there.Wedon’t needanybody’s
permission.Theincreaseincases
ishappeningbecausepeopleare
going tocourtoversmall issues.
We are not going (to court), so
whatcanwesay?”

ABHINAVRAJPUT
&ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

THECAPITALhas beenwitness-
ing a downward trend in the
numberofdenguecasesoverthe
last fiveyears,withthelowesttill
datereportedthisSeptember.But
this year, house visits to check
mosquitobreedingandprosecu-
tionagainstpeople (amaximum
fine of Rs 500) inwhose homes
breedingoflarvaisfoundhasalso
fallen sharply—primarilydue to
thepandemic.
Delhi has seen 131 cases of

the vector-borne disease till
September12,lowestsince2016.
House visits, meanwhile,

have dropped by over a crore as
compared to the previous year.
Last year, 2.4 crore house visits
were done till September 12 as
opposed to 1.4 crore this year.
Prosecutionsagainstviolatorsfell
from10,321lastyearto3,359this
yearinthecorrespondingperiod.
As per MCD data, between

January 1 and second week of
September thisyear, thenumber
of houses sprayedwithdisinfec-
tants sawonly amarginal dip as
comparedtolastyear.While5.95
lakhhousesweredisinfectedby

thistimelastyear,5.80lakhhouses
werecoveredtillthesecondweek
ofSeptemberthisyeardespitesev-
eral workers being diverted to
carryoutCovid-controlexercises.
With rise in Covid cases, the

entire staff fromcivicbodies and
statehealthdepartment—closely
linked to the anti-dengue pro-
gramme—hasbeendiverted to-
wardspreventionof thedisease,
whichhas claimed4,877 lives in

Delhi.“Amajorityoftheworkforce
fromthreeMCDswasdeployedto
carryoutthermalscreening,door-
to-door survey and sanitisation
amidCovid.Sincetherewascom-
plete lockdown,domesticbreed-
ingcheckersandotherstaffwere
not allowed to enter homes to
checkmosquitobreeding,” saida
seniorMCDofficial.
According to officials, while

carryingout sanitisationduring

the initial months of the pan-
demic,municipal staff was also
askedtospraydisinfectant.“This
hasledtothecontrolofdengue,”
saidNarenderChawla, leaderof
thehouse, SouthMCD.
Mostdenguecasesareusually

reported betweenmid-July and
November-end. Depending on
theweather, thismay stretch to
mid-December.TheDelhigovern-
ment begins its awareness pro-
grammes inMarch and recruits
volunteers fromthe community
to ensure there is no breeding.
Afteramassiveoutbreakin2015-
2016,ithasbeenmorefocusedon
awarenesscampaignsasapartof
preventivemeasures.
The government recently

started its ‘10 Hafte, 10 Baje, 10

Minute’ campaign, where peo-
ple are asked to clean out any
stagnantwater in theirhouses.
Withdenguecasesincreasing

slowly,doctorsarehavingatough
timeduetosimilarlabparameters
andoverlappinginitialclinicalpre-
sentations such as fever, sore
throat and body ache. Over the
past fewdays, somecaseswhere
a patient has both Covid and
denguehavebeenobserved.This
willcreatemorepressureonanal-
readyoverburdenedhealth sys-
tem,saiddoctors.“Treatmentwith
lowmolecularweightheparinfor
Covidmanagementmayenhance
bleeding inpresenceof dengue,
especiallywithlowplateletcount,”
saidDrAshutoshBiswas, profes-
sorofmedicine,AIIMS.
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131DENGUECASES INCAPITALTILLSEPTEMBER12, LOWESTSINCE2016 JNU’s legal costs
up since 2016 as
cases against it rise

Housevisitstocheckbreeding
2,41,89,302 1,40,69,524

VITAL STATS

Legalnoticesissued
99,448 45,849

Prosecutionslaunched
10,321 3,359

Housessprayed
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Housesfoundwithbreeding
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Amid pandemic, house visits to check
mosquito breeding see a sharp drop

llkkeekkUU;; ffuuffoonnkk llaa[[;;kk%%&& 5533@@22002200&&2211@@ffoo00ffoo00eeaa00@@eessjjBB]] fo|qr
forj.k [k.M r`rh;] esjB ds vUrxZr mi[k.M r`rh;] Hkksyk ds

dk;Z {ks= esa 33@11 dsoh midsUnz xs>k ij {kfrxzLr lh0Vh0 cnyus dk dk;Z
,oa ¶;wt lsV dk fuekZ.k djus gsrq fufonk vkeaf=r dh x;h gS ftls
pvvnl.org ij izdkf”kr fd;k x;k gSA dk;Z dks iw.kZ djus dh vof/k 30 fnu
gSA dk;Z dh vuqekfur ykxr #i;s 2]00]000-00 gSA lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq /kjks-
gj jkf”k #i;s 2000-00 gSA fufonk izi= tek djus dh vafre frfFk fnuakd
19-10-2020 ¼12%00 cts rd½ gSA lkekU; fufonk la[;k%&
54@2020&21@fo0fo0ea0@esjB] fo|qr forj.k [k.M r`rh;] esjB ds vUrxZr
vUrxZr leLr mi[k.Mks ds dk;Z {ks= esa 33@11 dsoh midsUnzksa ij LFkkfir
ikoj ifjorZdks dh ,y0Vh0@,p0Vh0 lkbZM dh cqflax jksM@xSl fdV cnyus
,oa lEcfU/kr dk;Z djus gsrq fufonk vkeaf=r dh x;h gS ftls pvvnl.org ij
izdkf”kr fd;k x;k gSA dk;Z dks iw.kZ djus dh vof/k 30 fnu gSA dk;Z dh
vuqekfur ykxr #i;s 2]00]000-00 gSA lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq /kjksgj jkf”k #i;s
2000-00 gSA fufonk izi= tek djus dh vafre frfFk fnuakd 19-10-2020
¼12%00 cts rd½ gSA dk;Z dh ewy ek=k] fufonk fof”k’Vhdj.k o vU; fu;e
,oa “krsZ pvvnl.org ij miyC/k gSA v/kksgLrk{kjh dks fcuk dkj.k crk;s fufonk
fujLr djus dk vf/kdkj gksxkA fu/kkZfjr frfFk ds foLrkj rFkk “kqf) i= ls
lEcfU/kr lwpuk ;fn dksbZ gksxh] dsoy osclkbZV ij Mkyh tk;sxhA vr% Loa;
dks viMsV j[kus ds fy, mijksDr osclkbZV dks fu;fer ns[ksA kkSXf¿MÑXffggrr eessaa
ffccttyyhh ccppkk;;ss** vv//kkhh{{kk..kk vvffHHkk;;UUrrkk ffoo||qqrr ppkkssjjhh ddhh llwwppuukk 11880000&&118800&&33000022 iijj
nnssaaAA ffoo||qqrr ffoorrjj..kk ee..MMyy&&eessjjBBAA IIkk== llaa[[;;kk 22001133 ffoo00ffoo00eeaa00@@eessjjBB ffnnuukkaadd 1177-
0099-22002200

iiff''ppeekkaappyy ffoo||qqrr ffoorrjj..kk ffuuxxee ffyy00

bZ&fufonk la[;k%& 55@2020&21@fo0fo0ea0@esjB] fo|qr
forj.k [k.M izFke] esjB ds vUrxZr mi[k.M f}rh;] ijrkiqj
ds dk;Z {ks= esa tek ;kstuk ds dk;Z djus gsrq bZ&fufonk

vkeaf=r dh x;h gS ftls http://etender.up.nic.in ij izdkf”kr fd;k
x;k gSA dk;Z dks iw.kZ djus dh vof/k 30 fnu gSA dk;Z dh vuqekfur
ykxr #i;s 2]00]000-00 gSA lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq /kjksgj jkf”k #i;s 2000-
00 gSA vkWuykbZu fufonk Hkjus dh vafre frfFk fnuakd 19-10-2020 ¼12%00
cts rd½ gSA bZ&fufonk la[;k%& 56@2020&21@fo0fo0e0a @esjB] fo|qr
forj.k k.M izFke] esjB ds vUrxZr mi[k.M r`rh;] esjB ds dk;Z {ks=
esa tek ;kstuk ds dk;Z djus gsrq bZ&fufonk vkeaf=r dh x;h gS ftls
http://etender.up.nic.in ij izdkf”kr fd;k x;k gSA dk;Z dks iw.kZ djus
dh vof/k 30 fnu gSA dk;Z dh vuqekfur ykxr #i;s 2]00]000-00 gSA
lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq /kjksgj jkf”k #i;s 2000-00 gSA vkWuykbZu fufonk Hkjus
dh vafre frfFk fnuakd 19-10-2020 ¼12%00 cts rd½ gSA dk;Z dh ewy
ek=k] fufonk fof”k’Vhdj.k o vU; fu;e ,oa “krsZ bZ&fufonk iksVZy ij
miyC/k gSA v/kksgLrk{kjh dks fcuk dkj.k crk;s bZ&fufonk fujLr djus
dk vf/kdkj gksxkA fu/kkZfjr frfFk ds foLrkj rFkk “kqf) i= ls lEcfU/kr
lwpuk ;fn dksbZ gksxh] dsoy osclkbZV ij Mkyh tk;sxhA vr% Loa; dks
viMsV j[kus ds fy, mijksDr osclkbZV dks fu;fer ns[ksA ^̂jjkk""MÑX ffggrr eess
ffccttyyhh ccppkk;;aass** vv//kkhh{{kk..kk vvffHHkk;;UUrrkk ffoo||qqrr ppkkssjjhh ddhh llwwppuukk 11880000&&118800&&33000022
iijj nnssaaAA ffoo||qqrr ffoorrjj..kk ee..MMyy&&eessjjBBAA IIkk== llaa[[;;kk 22001144 ffoo00ffoo00eeaa00@@eessjjBB
ffnnuukkaadd- 1177-0099-22002200

iiff''ppeekkaappyy ffoo||qqrr ffoorrjj..kk ffuuxxee ffyy00

FOREST DEPARTMENT, HARYANA
DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER,

SEED COLLECTION DIVISION, PINJORE, HARYANA
PHONE NO. 01733-230726, E-mail: seeddivn.forest@gmail.com

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
In Offline mode this Office (DFO Seed Collection Division,

Pinjore, Distt. Panchkula- Forest Department) invites on pre-
scribed format from the eligible, desirous candidates upto the
age of 65 years as on 01.01.2020, for filling up the post of con-
sultant for smooth functioning of Mist Chambers and Tissue
Culture Lab at Seonthi (Kurukshetra) and Bithmara (Hisar). The
willing applicant can apply with their best qualifications and expe-
riences in the Forestry Sector. The application should reach in
this office till 25.09.2020 at 11.00 A.M. The application will be
opened on the same date at 04.00 P.M. by a Committee of
Officers Nominated. Detail of work given below:

Last Date: 25.09.2020
Address: O/o Divisional Forest Officer, Seed Collection

Division Pinjore (Haryana)
Pay Scale: Rs. 50,000/- per month (Fixed)
Age Limit: Shall not be more than 65 years on the

01.01.2020
Desirable Qualifiction:

Significant contribution/Experience of working in Tissue
Culture Lab and Mist Chamber Unit preferably in Government
Organization with at least 5 years of work experience.
Eligibility Criteria:

Good academic record with at least 55% marks (or an equiv-
alent grade in a point scale wherever grading system is follow) at
the Master's Degree level in Forestry/Botany from an Indian
University.

OR
The Applicant/Bidder should have at least ten year experience

in the field of forestry. He may be any retired Forest Officer not
below the rank of ACF/DFO. Who have well experienced in rais-
ing clonal plants through Mist Chambers and Tissue Culture
Techniques.

OR
Any person who had worked in any of the Govt. Organization

and Pvt. Organization for raising of Clonal Plants/Tissue Culture
Plants with experience of more than five year as an consultant or
project head of any such organization.

OR
Any Scholar/Research Associate/Retired Professors from

Botany/ Forestry back ground, who have well experienced in
operating Mist Chambers/Fissue Culture Lab.

Any one qualification from above mentioned for
How to Apply For

Application alongwith the Demand Draft of Rs. 1000/- in favour
of Divisional Forest Officer, Seed Collection Division, Forest
Complex, Pinjore- (134102) Panchkula Haryana. The last date of
receipt of completely filled Application is 25.09.2020
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1. Conditional/Telephonic application will not be accepted and

liable to be rejected.
2. The applicant should have no relationship to any

Government Servant who is in charge of the work or who
has any direct control over the work.

3. The application of the applicant who does not satisfy the cri-
teria i.e. of qualification, example etc. are liable to be reject-
ed without giving any reason and no claim whatsoever on
this account.

4. The application should be complete in all respect on pre-
scribed format alongwith attested copies of documents per-
taining to qualification, experience, age etc.

5. The successful candidate will have to sign on agreement of
Service Contract.

6. Department will provide an Office Room with Computer to
successful candidate at Seonthi for official work.

7. TA/DA where-ever required to undertake journeys for per-
formance of service contract agreement as approved by
State Government as per entitlement from time to time.

All disputes arising out of the execution of the agreement shall
be subject to the Jurisdiction of the Court at Panchkula.

Sd/-
Divisional Forest Officer,
Seed Collection Division,

Pinjore.82850/HRY

Sr. Detail of Work No. of Work Period Monthly
No. Post up to Salary
1, Hiring of consultant for Mist 1 No. 31.03.2021 50,000/-

Chamber and Tissue Culture (Fixed)
Lab at Seonthi (Kurukshetra)
& Bithmara (Hisar)

WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f, ´fa¨fIc »ff ¸fZÔ ½ffW³fûÔ I e ¸fS¸¸f°f IZ d»fE WfOÊ½fZ¹fS/´f`Me
AfBÊM¸f/d¸fÀf»fZd³f¹fÀf AfBÊM¸fÀf I e A¦f»fZ EI ½f¿fÊ IZ d»fE JSeQ I e ªff³fe W`Ü
B¨LbI Àf´»ff¹fS dQ³ffaI 30.09.2020 °fI A´f³fe Àfe»f ¶faQ Ib MZVf³f ¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI ,
WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f, ´fa¨fIc »ff IZ ³ff¸f ·fZªf ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ dªfÀfIZ I ½fS ´fS ÀMûS
AfBÊM¸f Ib MZVf³f d»fJf Wû³ff Ad³f½ff¹fÊ W`Ü ÀMûS AfBÊM¸f I e d»fÀM ½f A³¹f Vf°fûË IZ
d»fE ¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI , I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ´fa¨fIc »ff ¸fZÔ Àfa´fIÊ I S ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ Ib MZVf³f Àfa¶fad²f°f Àf·fe
QÀ°ff½fZªf dI Àfe ·fe I f¹fÊ dQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ AfI S 200/- ÷ ´fE ªf¸ff I S½ff³fZ C´fSfa°f
¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI , I f¹ffÊ»f¹f WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f, ´fa¨fIc »ff ÀfZ ´fif´°f I S ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ

WÀ°ff./-
¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI ,

WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f, ´fa¨fIc »ffÜ

IbYMZXVf³f ³fûdMXÀf

82848/HRY

KOTA BUS SERVICES LIMITED
Nagar Nigam, Kota, New Administrative Building Rajeev Gandhi

Bhawan, Dushera Maidan, Kishor Pura, KOTA, RJ-324009
E-mail: kbslcitybus@gmail.com,
CIN: U60210RJ20155GC047372

Rel. No. KBSL/2020/1398-1422 Dated 17/04/20

Tender Extension Notice
Last date for submission of bid document and due date of opening of
tender KBSL/2020/1296-1320 dated 20.08.2020 for Selection of Bus
Operator for Operation and Maintenance of the Kota Bus Services
Limited Buses for Urban Bus Service on net basis uploaded on website
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in is
hereby extended to 28.09.2020 upto 12:00 PM and the same will be
opened at 28.09.2020 at 03:00 PM.

Sd/-
Vasudev Malawat

Chief Executive Officer
KBSL, Kota

Cancellation Notice
Due to technical reason, the below mentioned e-Nit is hereby cancelled.

--Sd--
Executive Engineer

TLMD-IV, Pampore (JKPTCL)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER TRANSMISSION LINE

MAINTENANCE DIVISION-IV,
Pampore Kashmir 192121, Fax: 01933222600, E-mail: xentlmd4@gmail.com.

NO: TLMD-IV/ 1048-49
Date:16-09-2020
DIPK-2366

S.
No

1

NIT No

NIT No: TLMD-IV/
e-NIT/16 of 2020-21

Name of work

Construction of Snow Deflector on
upstream of Tower Location No
(24,32,33,34) of 220KV (DC) Kishenpore-
Pampore Transmission Line)

MCDworkersundertakefumigation. PraveenKhanna

SHIVAMPATEL
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

HUNDREDSOF delivery execu-
tivesofonlinefooddeliveryplat-
form Swiggywent on strike in
Noida Thursday over a range of
cuts in their earnings. This was
their third strike in a week, in
whichstaff fromdifferentdeliv-
eryzonesdidnotacceptandde-
liverorders for theday.
Nearly 300 people partici-

patedinthestrikenearSector16.
Workerssaidtheyintendtocon-
tinue striking until their de-
mandsaremet.
Workerssaidcutswereintro-

duced on August 9, which in-
cludereductioninbasepayment
— fee to transport a food order
from a restaurant to the cus-
tomer — given to an executive
per order fromRs 35 to Rs 15. A
target-based fixedmonthly in-
centiveof roughlyRs3,000fora
full-timedeliveryexecutiveand
Rs 2,000 for a part-time execu-
tivehasbeenscrapped,theysaid.
SatendraYadav (21), a deliv-

ery executive in Noida, said he
would earn Rs 17-18,000 per
month before the Covid out-
breakbutwasearningaroundRs
6,000permonthafter thecuts.
Inaresponsetoqueriesfrom

The Indian Express, a Swiggy
spokespersonsaid, “Mostdeliv-
erypartnersinNoidamakeover
Rs 43 per order, with highest
performing partners making
overRs100perorder. TheRs15
is onlyoneof themanycompo-
nents of their service fee. In the
last fourweeks, no active deliv-
erypartnersinNoidahavemade
Rs15perorder.Weareconfident
that throughconstantdialogue,
wewill be able to address their
concerns.”
The All India Gig Workers’

Union has sent a letter to
Swiggy CEO Sriharsha Majety
with10demandsofdeliveryex-
ecutives.

Swiggy’s
delivery
executives on
strike again

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

INDIRA GANDHI International
airport is the first in the country
to have a private jet terminal.
LaunchedonThursdaybyUnion
MinisterofCivilAviationHardeep
Singh Puri, the general aviation
terminal can cater to up to 150
private jetmovements a day. It
willbeoperational fromSunday.

“Thenewlydevelopedapron
is spread over an 8 lakh square
feet areawith 57 parking bays.
Thegeneralaviationterminalhas
beenbuilttosupportmovement
andprocessingofpassengersfly-
ing through chartered flights
from IGI airport,” said a
spokesperson of the Delhi
InternationalAirportLimited.The
projectwasplannedin2009.
The spokesperson said the

new terminal has passenger

lounges,foodanddrinkssection,
24x7concierge service, andcan
handleover50passengersevery
hour. Puri said, “India’s civil avi-
ation sector is all set to emerge
strongerinapost-Covidworldas
moreroutesareopeningupand
the number of passengers is
growing. We expect a bulk of
pre-Covid domestic air passen-
gers’ traffic tobebackbyDiwali.
Ageneral aviation terminalwas
theneedof thehour."

IGI airport gets pvt jet terminal

Thenewprivate jet terminalat IGIA.Express

AspertheDelhiHC
website, from2016-20,
183caseswerefiled
against the JNU
administration

New Delhi
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■“Mantriji, kripyamask lagadijiye
(Minister,kindlywearthemask),
RajyaSabhaChairmanMVenkaiah
NaidutoldDefenceMinisterRajnath
Singhashebeganspeakingonthe
developments inLadakh.While
Singhwaswearingit,onemember
washeardtellinghimthatmaskwas
forhisownsafety.Naidupromptly
said itwasforeveryone. “Fora
minute,heforgottowear it.Hewas
reminded... tohachahogaya...isme
kyahain,”Naidusaid.

■MPswerespottedwearingmasks
of variousdesigns inRajyaSabha
Thursday.WhileDeputyChairman
Harivanshworeamaskwith
colours fromthetricolour—white
maskwithorangeandgreen
borders—BJPMPRajeev
Chandrashekharworeamaskwith
anArmycombat fatigueprint.
HealthMinisterDrHarshVardhan
woreaprintedmask.

THEPANDEMICEFFECT

NOQUESTIONHOUR:
MYQUESTIONS

■ AsperGSTAct, the
Centre is supposed to
pay compensation to
states every 2months.
What is the logic behind
asking states to borrow?

■Did the Centre plan
adequately before
announcing lockdown?
KKRAGESH,CPM

House Diaries

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

Despitepassageof two farmBills, themini-
mum support price (MSP)mechanismwill
continue to remain in place, Union
AgricultureMinisterNarenderSinghTomar
reiterated on the floor of Lok Sabha on
Thursday.
Tomar said that the Congress-led UPA

government allocated Rs 12,000 crore for
agriculture ministry, and “now Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has allocated Rs
1,34,000crore”.
He said: “That is the kindof priority this

governmentgives to farmers...the lawisgo-
ingtobringrevolutionarychangesinthelife
of the farmer…until now, the farmer was
chained to themandi to sell his produce.
Throughthepassageof thisBill,hewillhave
complete independence.”
Tomar highlighted that 86 per cent of

small farmerswill benefit fromthe lawand
will getbetterprices for theirproduce. “The
creationof thelawwillresult inasignificant
increaseincompetition–privateinvestment
willreachvillages,theagricultureinfrastruc-
turewillbebuiltandemploymentopportu-
nitiesgenerated,”hesaid.
Taking on the Congress for not imple-

menting the Swaminathan committee rec-
ommendations onMSP, theminister said:
“The UPA, in its 10 years, didn't approve
Swaminathanrecommendations.TheModi
government ensured thatMSP is increased
by 1.5 times, and purchasewill continue to
bebasedonMSP.Agriculturewill prosper–
the lawwill not increase the incomeof cor-
poratesbutwill increase farmincome.”

Tomarmaintainedthatthelicencetosell
in any market will end the licence raj.
“Competitionwillincreaseinthemarket.The
farmerwill reapthebenefits.Licenceraj, in-
spectorraj,andcorruptionwillend,asfarm-
erscansell (theirproduce) inanypartof the
country,”hesaid.
Theminister said the proposed lawwill

ensure that money is transferred to the
farmerwithinastipulatedthreedays.“Some
are protesting on the e-NAMplatform. Like
the gas (LPG) subsidy, or the PM Kisan
(scheme), therewillbezeroleakage,”Tomar
said.
“On this platform, 1,000mandis were

joined and Rs 35,000 crore (worth of farm
produce)wastraded.Moreplatformswillbe
created for trading. The lawwill ensure that
thefarmergetshismoneywithinthreedays.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

THELOKSabhaonThursdaypassed the two
contentious farmer’s legislation amid strong
protest fromvarious parties, includingNDA
ally Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), withmain
OppositionCongress terming them“dracon-
ian”,andotheroppositionpartiesposingsev-
eralquestionstothegovernment.
During the debate on Farmer’s Produce

Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation)Bill,andFarmers(Empowerment
andProtection)AgreementonPriceAssurance
andFarmServicesBill, Congress leaderAdhir
Ranjan Chowdhury said, “No farmer in the
country has expressedhappiness on this.... I
appreciateHarsimranKaur (Unionminister
whoresigned),whodisplayedgutsbyoppos-
ingthedraconianlegislation.Thesethreelaws
areatoxictriangle.Youwanttoderegulatethe
farmermarket. (But) look atwhat has hap-
penedinBihar,whichisderegulated,andcom-
pare itwith the regulatedmarkets in Punjab
andHaryana...”.
BijuJanataDalMPAnubhavMohantysaid

theBillsshouldgototheStandingCommittee
for scrutiny and more clarity. Telangana
Rashtra SamithiMPManne Srinivas Reddy
questionedtheuseof thee-NAMportal.
TrinamoolmemberMahuaMoitra said:

“This Bill is in direct violation of the federal
structure of theConstitution, namelyArticle
246(3)readwithScheduleVII,ListII,Items14,
18,30and45.Itsquarelyputsagriculture,items
relatingtoagriculturalland,rents,revenueas-
sessment,andcollectionontheStateList.Once

again, this government is doingwhat it does
best,which is arrogating to itself a constitu-
tionalauthorityit isnotvestedwith.”
TheLeftaskedwhytheBilldoesnotensure

that thepriceof agricultureproduceis linked
withMSP.“ThisBillshouldnothavebeenkept
outside thepurviewof theEssential Comm-
odities Act and other Acts. The government
shouldhaveensuredthatpricesofagricultural
produceshouldhavebeenlinkedwithMSP.It
shouldhaveensuredthat farmersgetat least
some remunerative price for their produce
abovethisMSP,”CPI(M)'sPRNatarajansaid.

Govt: Childline
received 2.39 cr
calls since 2018

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

INAwrittenreplytoaquestioninRajyaSabha
today,UnionMinister forWomenandChild
DevelopmentSmritiIranihassaidthegovern-
ment’schildhelplineservicehasreceived2.39
crorecallsfrom2018tillAugustthisyear.
Theministerpresenteddatawhichshows

thatthechildhelplinereceived1.12crorecalls
in2018,78.64lakhcallsin2019and48.18lakh
callstillAugustthisyear.
“FromJanuary1,2018,CHILDLINEservices

wereavailablein413districts.AsonSeptember
15, 2020, the coveragehasbeenenhanced to
594districts,”saidIraniinherreply.
Iranialsosaidthatacommitteeunderthe

chairpersonship of theMinister of State for
Women and Child Development has been
formedtolookintore-organisingthefunction-
alityofChildline.

RSDISCUSSESCOVID

India’s mortality
rate lowest, govt
aims to bring it
down to below
1%: Vardhan

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

HEALTHMINISTERHarshVardhanonThurs-
daysaidthegovernmentaimstobringdown
India’sCovid-19mortality rate to less than1
per cent from the current 1.64 per cent,
which,hementioned,isstillthelowestinthe
world.
Replying to a debate in Rajya Sabha,

Vardhan said the country’s recovery rate of
78-79 per cent is one of the highest in the
world, and although total casesmay have
crossed50million, activecasesare less than
20percent.
Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha

GhulamNabi Azad,meanwhile, noted that
several countries have already secured
favourable commitment for supply of a
Covid-19 vaccine, and India should bewell
placed to get the vaccine at an “affordable
price”andatan“earlystage”throughamech-
anismsuchaspooledprocurement.
However, Azad cautioned, the govern-

ment should be extra “cautious” about the
quality, safety andefficacyof anewvaccine,
asanylong-termside-effectswouldimpacta
countrywitha largeandyoungpopulation.
InhisreplytotheUpperHouseonthesec-

ond day of discussion on the pandemic and
steps taken by the Centre, Vardhan said
deaths in Indiadue to thepandemicare less
thanmanyEuropeancountriesandthegov-
ernment is determined to better the testing
rate of the US. He
said there are
chances that a
vaccine could
comeinthecoun-
tryearlynextyear
butuntil then it is
necessaryforpeo-
pletofollowphys-
ical distancing
norms and wear
masks.
“We want to

bring it (mortality
rate) to less than 1
percent.Wehave50lakhcasesrightnowbut
out of these, only 10 lakh are active cases,”
Vardhansaid.
Ondevelopmentofavaccine,hesaidthe

Science andTechnologyMinistry, ICMRand
drugcompanieshavecometogetherforaso-
lution.Thismatter,headded,isbeingperson-
allymonitored by PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi.“Vaccinescancomeinfuture.Extensive
planningisunderwaytoexecutehowtoman-
agethescenario, “Vardhansaid.
Hesaidtherearethreevaccinecandidates

whichhavereachedphaseone,twoorphase
threelevel.“UnderthePrimeMinister,anex-
pertgroupisstudyingthis.Weexpectthatby
thebeginningofnextyearwecanhaveavac-
cineinthecountry. Inthisregardwearealso
coordinatingwith theWorld Health Orga-
nizationandglobalorganisations,”hesaid.
Replying to Congress member Anand

Sharma’squestiononWednesday—onhow
thegovernmenthaddeducedthatthenation-
widelockdownpreventedapproximately14-
29 lakh Covid-19 cases and 37,000-78,000
deathsinthecountry—Vardhansaidthegov-
ernment had derived the figures from the
findingsoffivescientificbodies,includingthe
BostonConsultingGroup,PHFIandtheMini-
stry of Statistics and Programme Impleme-
ntation. “Theseagenciesdid fivestudiesand
basedonthatwepreparedthisdata,”hesaid.

HealthMinister
HarshVardhan

CongressMPsstageaprotestagainst the farmBills, atParliamentonThursday. PTI

Oppn tears into Bills:
Draconian, send to panel

TomartargetsOppn, saysUPA, in its10years,
didn'tapproveSwaminathanrecommendations

2 farmBills passed,minister says:MSP
stays, farmerswill be free to sell produce

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

DAYSAFTEROpposition parties shied away
frompressing for a division of votes in the
DeputyChairmanelectioninRajyaSabha,fear-
ingthatchinksintheirunitymightbeexposed,
three developments on Thursday indicated
cracksintheOppositioncamp.
TheCongress,whichhasbeendemanding

a full-fledgeddiscussion on theChinese ag-
gressioninParliament,founditself isolatedas
mostOppositionpartiesexpressedsolidarity
with thegovernment afterDefenceMinister
RajnathSingh’sstatementintheUpperHouse.
Sensingthemood,theCongressrefrained

fromprotesting,butitsleaderssaidtheywere
far fromsatisfiedwithSingh’s statementand
thegovernment’s tacklingof theChinese ag-
gression.
Outside, theTrinamoolCongress rallied a

groupofeightregionalpartiesandprotestedin
front of theGandhi statue demanding pay-
mentofGSTduestostates.TheCongresswas
notinvitedtotheprotest,whichwasattended
byleadersfromtheTMC,TRS,RJD,AAP,DMK,
SP,NCPandShivSena.
Speakingtoreportersaftertheprotest,TMC

MP and its national spokesperson Derek
O'Brien said theCongresswasnot invited for
theagitation."Itisincreasinglybecomingclear
to us that in Parliament, the regional parties
are finding it easier to coordinatewith each

othertostrategise.TheCongresscannolonger
decidethesubjectandthenthedosageofop-
position strategy. They cannotdo something
inthestatesandseeksupport inParliament,"
O'Brien said. The Left, too, wasmissing al-
thoughitis ingovernmentinKerala.
The government had on Wednesday

agreedtoholdadiscussiononpaymentofGST
compensationonacallingattentionnoticeby
O’Brien.Whenaskedwhy theCongresswas
not invited for theprotest, some leaders said
that parties like TRS andAAPwerenot com-
fortablesharingspacewithit.
In a separatedevelopment, theCongress,

CPM,CPI,RJDandDMKwenttoPresidentRam
NathKovindtoconveytheirconcernsoverthe
DelhiPoliceinvestigationsoftheriotsinDelhi
inFebruary.OtherOppositionparties---par-
ticularlytheLeft’srival inWestBengalTMC--
-werenotpartof theinitiative.
WhiletheCPMsaid“otherOppositionparty

leaderswhoagree”with thememorandum
submittedtothePresidentcouldnotbepartof
thedelegationdue topandemicprotocol, the
memorandumhadthesignaturesofonlylead-
ers from these five parties. However, all the
Oppositionpartieshavevowedtooppose the
threefarmBillsjointlyintheupperhouse.

OppositionMPsdemandpaymentofGSTduestostates, inParliamentThursday.PTI

With exit of traditional ally, BJP
faces setback ahead of Bihar polls
LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

AMIDTHEpandemic,theeconomicdownturn,
andChineseaggressionattheborder,theruling
BJPonThursdaysufferedasetbackwithamin-
isterfromoneof itstraditionalalliesresigning
overanissuerelatedtothefarmsector.
Withthecentralgovernmenthavingcom-

pletedayear, andtheBJPgearingupforelec-
tionsinakeystate,twoofitsoldestallieshave
nowexitedthegovernment.WhileShivSena
broke away fromtheBJP-ledNDAsoonafter
theMaharashtra elections late last year, SAD
leader Harsimrat Kaur Badal quit the PM
NarendraModi-led governmentwhile her
partycontinuestobepartof theNDA.
Harsmirat, daughter-in-lawof SADpatri-

archParkashSinghBadal,resignedasMinister
forFoodProcessingIndustries,sayingthather
party cannot support anti-farmer legislation.
AnundeterredPrimeMinisterModi termed
thethreeBillsas“historicagrarianreformBills”.
WithinanhouroftheBillsbeingpassedby

LokSabha,Moditweeted:“Thepassageofhist-
oricagrarianreformBillsintheLokSabhaisan
importantmomentforthefarmersandagricul-
turesectorof thecountry.TheseBillswill truly
free the farmers frommiddlemenandobsta-
cles.”Headded, “A lotof power is engaged in
confusing the farmers. I assuremy farmer
brothers and sisters that the systemofMSP
and government procurementwill remain.

These Bills are really going to empower the
farmersbygivingthemmanymoreoptions.”
However,theresignationonThursdaywo-

uld comeas a setback to theBJP onmultiple
counts.Amidtheintensifyingeconomicissues,
joblessnessandtensionattheLACwithChina,
SAD’sexitfromtheUniongovernmentwould
givetheOppositionafreshhandletomobilise
forcesagainsttheBJPintheBiharelections.
Until Thursdaymorning,BJP leaderswere

arguing that SAD'sdifferenceof opinionover
thefarmBillswouldnotaffectthegovernment
orrulingalliance.“Wetriedtopersuadethem,

andtheymayvoteagainsttheBill too.But it is
fine.EvenJD(U)–ourBiharally–hadadiffer-
entopiniononissueslikeabrogationofArticle
370andCAA,”saidaseniorBJPleader.However,
theJD(U)isnotpartofthecentralgovernment.
Sourcesalsopointedtotheabsenceofavet-

eranleaderlikeArunJaitley,whoplayedakey
roleinkeepingthePunjabpartnerwiththeBJP.
Justifyingitsmovesonthelegislationfront,

theBJP argued that “contract farming” is en-
couragedbymanystates.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

BJPpresidentandpartyMP JPNaddaatParliamentonThursday. PTI

UnionAgricultureMinisterNarender
SinghTomarspeaks inLokSabha. PTI
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SOFAR,protestsagainstthreefarmor-
dinances have centred in Punjab and
Haryana,where the arhatiya system
(commission agents) ismore power-
ful thaninotherstates.The likelihood
oftheprotestsspreadingtootherstates
isverylow,asthefarmer-arhatiyabond
isnotasstrongelsewhere.Infact,afew
agrarian states, suchasBihar, haveal-
readyabolishedAPMCmandisystem.

Littlechanceof
protestsspreading

Amid statement on China, GST
protest, some cracks in Oppn camp

New Delhi
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BIRTHDAY WISHES
ONPRIMEMinisterNarendraModi’s70thbirthday,Twitterwas
fullof greetings forhimfrompoliticians,global leaders, actors
and sportspersons. Russian President Vladimir Putin, British
PrimeMinisterBoris JohnsonandGermanChancellorAngela
Merkelwere among theworld leaderswhowishedhimand
laudedhispersonalcontributiontostrengtheningof tieswith
their countries. The PM responded to severalmessages on
Twitter,manyof thempersonalised.Oneresponsecaughtthe
eye.MilindSomanhadwishedthePM“goodhealthandagood
andproactiveopposition,topushyoutodobetterforourgreat
country”.Tonguefirmlyincheek,Modiresponded:“Thankyou
foryourbirthdaywishesandwishfulthinking.”

FINGERS CROSSED
HARISHSALVE,India’scounselontheKulbhushanJadhavcase
attheInternationalCourtof JusticeatTheHague,hasemerged
as New Delhi’s choice as Jadhav’s representative at the
IslamabadHighCourt.Giventheacrimonyhisnamegenerates
inPakistan, the ImranKhangovernment is unlikely to give a
go-ahead.ButSouthBlock iskeeping its fingers crossed.

CALL TO COLLABORATE
AT THE G20meeting of Finance and Health Ministers on
Thursday,UnionHealthMinisterDrHarshVardhanpitchedfor
globalequitablesharingofCovid-19diagnostics,vaccinesand
technologies, saying that theworld needs to come together
and share information tobattle thepandemic andcapitalise
on programmes like ‘Access to Covid-19 Tools Accelerator’.
Theministerdidnotmiss theopportunity tobat for ‘Make in
India’, adding that it alsomeant ‘Make for theWorld’.

EXTRA TIME
JUSTBEFOREtheSADminister’sresignationfromtheUniongov-
ernmentover“anti-farmer”Bills,BJPMPswerewaxingeloquent
onthebenefitsoftheproposedlegislation.PartyMPJagdambika
PalusedtheopportunitytoapplaudPMNarendraModiforhis
gifttofarmers.“TodayisthePrimeMinister’sbirthdayandIthink
infuture,thisday,whenwearepassingtheseBills,wouldbeob-
servedas‘farmerempowermentday’.”Pal’s longspeech,how-
ever,didnotamusemanyBJPMPs.Ashewentonspeaking,re-
jectingtheChair'sinstructionstoconclude,someBJPMPswere
seenstandingandurginghimtofinish.AsPalconcluded,many
partyMPswereseenthumpingthedeskandthankinghim.

6
THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,SEPTEMBER18,2020

GOVT&POLITICS
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

PARTHASARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE,SEPTEMBER17

MAHAFPC, THE umbrella body
of farmer producer companies
(FPC) inthestate,hasstartedof-
floading40,000tonnesofonions
it had procured earlier in the
marketsofMumbaiandPune.
MahaFPC has been offload-

ingtheonionsinmarketswhich
primarily cater to retail con-
sumercentrestopreventanyef-
fect in the primary markets,
wherefarmersdirectlyselltheir
produce,saidmanagingdirector
YogeshThorat.
Back inMarch, when onion

priceshadplunged,MahaFPChad
started procuring onions at the
village level under the Price
SupportFund forNAFED.Tilllast
week, it had procured 40,000
tonne of the bulb,mainly from
Ahmednagar, Pune, Nashik,

Aurangabad, Osmanabad and
Solapur districts. “Fifty FPCs had
participated in the process and
procured onions from nearly
10,000farmers.Theproducewas
stored in village-level storage
structures,”saidThorat.
MahaFPC decided to offload

thestockoncepricesstartedris-
ing, and it is selling the produce
inthesecondarymarketsofPune
andMumbai. “Thisway,we are
insulating the farmers’ incomes
from a price dropwhile the ur-
banconsumergetsthebenefitof
pricecorrection,”hesaid.
Meanwhile, the export ban

hascontinued tohit thepriceof
onions,with theaverage traded
priceofthebulbfallingbyRs600
per quintal since it touched the
year’s high of Rs 3,000 on
Monday. Following the export
ban, which onion farmers have
been protesting against, prices
dropped toRs 2,401per quintal
byWednesday.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

IN THE latest strain in ties be-
tween New Delhi and Dhaka,
onionshave takencentre stage.
Bangladesh has officially

conveyed its “deep concern”
over India’s abrupt decision to
ban the export of onions. This
has been communicated
through a note verbale by the
Bangladesh ForeignMinistry to
the Indian High Commission in
Dhaka.
Bangladesh Foreign

Minister A K Abdul Momen
Thursday said the Indian
Ministry of External Affairs is
very “repentant” for not in-
forming Bangladesh before-
handwhile imposing a ban on
onion exports.
“I heard that the Indian

Ministry of External Affairs is
very repentant. Because they
didn’t know about the sudden
ban,” he told reporters at his of-
fice, soon after his return from
Turkey.
Bangladesh expects a posi-

tive outcome regarding its re-
quest to withdraw the ban on
onionexportsoon,sourcessaid.
Momen said that therewas

an understanding between the
two countries that information
would be conveyed in advance
when it comes to such steps. It
would have been better had
Bangladesh been informed
about the abrupt decision be-
forehand,hesaid.
According to estimates,

Bangladesh’smonthly require-
ment of onions is about 2 lakh
tonnes. The country has a stock
of around5.6 lakh tonnesof the
bulb and import of 11,000
tonnesisunderprocess,author-
ities inDhakasaid.
Bangladesh has reached out

toTurkeytocompensate for the
onion shortage that may be
causedby India’sban.
Earlier,Bangladeshsharedits

“deepconcern”withIndiaatthe
sudden ban, which comes after
discussions in October last year
and January thisyear.
The latestabruptannounce-

mentoftheGovernmentof India
“undermines” the discussions

thattookplacein2019and2020
betweenthetwofriendlycoun-
tries on thematter and the un-
derstanding shared, the
BangladeshMinistry of Foreign
Affairs wrote to Indian High
Commission in Dhaka on
September15.
The letter said that the

Bangladesh side, during the
meeting,hadrequested India to
informDhaka“aheadoftime”in
case of any event necessitating
sucharestriction.
Bangladesh referred to the

commercesecretary-levelmeet-
ing between the two countries
on January 15-16, 2020, and
VVIPvisittoIndiainOctoberlast
year.
LastOctober,PrimeMinister

Sheikh Hasina had lamented
India’sbanononionexports.
“Iwishyouhad informedus

before suddenly putting a halt
in export of onions. I had to tell
my cook I have no other option
but to have my food without
onions. Iwould request India to
please inform us beforehand
while taking such an action.
Afterall,weareneighbours,”the
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Hasina had said in Hindi at a
programme in India.

‘Had requested India to informDhakaof anysuchmovebeforehand’

‘Deeply concerned’ byonion
export ban:Bangladesh to India

ABHISHEKANGAD
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

INWHATtheJharkhandgovern-
ment says is the first suchmove
by any state, the Rural
Development Ministry has
startedcapturingworkdemand
under Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
through its social audit unit
(SAU), generating nearly 6 lakh
demands for work in around a
month since the system began
inmid-August.
According to officials, this is

a big shift in thework demand
process—separating demand
generating and implementing
agencies—andislikelytochange
thewayMGNREGAfunctions in
thestate.

Illustratinghowmuchmore
work demand has been gener-
ated, SAU state coordinator
Gurjeet Singh said during the
correspondingperiodinthelast
three financial years, around 2
lakh person days of work was
generated—underMGNREGA,a
representativefromeachhouse-
holdiseligibletoget100daysof
work each year. “This has
jumped to 5.2 lakh person days
(thistime)duetothepressureof
work demand and receipt,
which this new system has
evolved,” Singhsaid.
Work demandswere earlier

generated through ‘Rozgaar
Sewaks’—there is one in each
panchayat of the state—who
would go village to village and
raise awareness about the con-
ceptofMGNREGA,getdemands
forwork, sanction the schemes,

and finallymake thepayments.
This was a long and tedious

process.
The SAU, under the Rural

DevelopmentDepartment, cre-
ated to “promote transparency
andaccountabilityinimplemen-

tation” of various programmes,
hasnowbeenmaderesponsible
for generating demands for
work.
This,officialssay,iseasier,be-

causemore SAU personnel are
outonthe field,doingsocial au-

dit of work already done and
those underway, and can get
more people to demandwork
than Rozgar Sewaks were able
to, given themultiple roles they

hadtoplay.
Aradhana Patnaik, the

Jharkhand Rural Development
Secretary, said work demands
started todeclineduetoastrike

byMGNREGApersonnel, includ-
ing Rozgar Sewaks, for over a
monthsince July-end.
But with many migrant

workers returning from other
statesduring thepandemicand
thenationwidelockdown,there
was a lot of demand for work,
shepointedout.
“Wewere getting feedback

that workers want towork but
werenotabletoreachouttothe
systemduetothestrike,among
other reasons,” Patnaik said.
“Earlier,thesamesystemwasre-
sponsible for demand genera-
tionaswell asprovidingwork–
throughRozgaar Sewaks. Sowe
innovated and started a system
ofgettingworkdemandthrough
SAU.”
Within 15-20 days, she said,

nearly6 lakhpeopledemanded
workunderMGNREGA. “This is

auniqueinitiativeof Jharkhand,
thefirst inthecountry:Wehave
separated demand generation
and the implementing agency,
resulting inmore accountabil-
ity,”Patnaik said.
Accordingtogovernmentfig-

ures, 17.11 lakh people have
worked under MGREGA in
Jharkhand until now in the on-
going financial year, generating
419.71lakhpersondaysofwork.
“The teammembers of SAU

started capturing demands and
sent them to a dedicated email
andWhatsAppnumber….Until
now,5,86,000workershavede-
manded work in Jharkhand
throughthisprocessandofficials
are facing theheat because fail-
ing to provide workwill mean
payment of unemployment al-
lowance,”SAUstatecoordinator
Singhsaid.
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Workdemandof
essence

UNDERMGNREGA,workgets rollingonlywhenaperson
demandswork foranyasset creation.Theworker then is li-
able tobepaidunemploymentallowance incase thegov-
ernment fails toprovidehim/herworkwithin15days.
However, thecultureof demandingworkandgettinga re-
ceipt—onthe timebywhichworkhas tobesanctioned—
fromtheauthorities couldneverbestreamlined in
Jharkhand, as inotherpartsof thecountry,due toconflict
of interest, as thesameteamofpeoplewas responsible for
workdemandgenerationandsanction.

17.11 lakhpeoplehaveworkedunderMGREGAinJharkhand
sofar this fiscal. File

In first, Jharkhand gets social audit team to boost NREGA work demand
NEARLY 6 LAKH DEMANDS FOR WORK GENERATED IN AROUND A MONTH SINCE SYSTEM BEGAN

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,SEPTEMBER17

THE JD(U) is looking to contest
115 seats in the Bihar Assembly
pollswhile leaving128seats for
theBJP,whichshouldaccommo-
date the LJP from its quota,
sources said.
The JD(U)andBJPhavebeen

treadingcautiouslyonseat-shar-
ingamidaggressiveposturingby
theLJP.
JD(U)sourcestoldTheIndian

Express that the party had been
pressing its claimtocontest 115
seats. “In 2010, there was just
JD(U) andBJP, hencewedidnot
havemanyissuesoverseat-shar-
ing.Wewere part of the Grand
Alliance in 2015Assemblypolls
and contested 101 seats. Now
thatweareagainpartoftheNDA
and the senior partner, we are
pressingfor115seats.LettheBJP
accommodate LJP andwewill
take care of Jitan RamManjhi's
Hindustani Awam Morcha
(Secular) fromourshare,” saida
JD(U) source.
Atpresent,JD(U)has71MLAs

andBJPhas53 legislators. In the
2010 Assembly elections, the
JD(U) and BJP had contested on
141and102seats, respectively.

ABJPleadersaid:“Seat-shar-
ing talks have been going in
DelhibetweentopleadersofBJP
and JD(U). It is difficult to say
anything now about the num-
bers of seats. By conventional
logic,weshouldcontestasequal
partnersaswedidinthelastLok
Sabha polls. Our party had
shown a large heart during the
LokSabhapollsbydenyingtick-
etstofivesittingMPsandgiving
JD(U) equal seats (17 each) to
contest. It isnowtheJD(U)’sturn
to return the favour.”
HesaidtheBJP’scentrallead-

ership had been also in touch
withtheLJPtoresolveseat-shar-
ing issues.
Admitting to hitches over

someseatsbetweentheBJPand
JD(U),theleadersaid:“Wewant
some of their sitting seats and
JD(U)wants some of ours. A lot
also depends on the number of
seats RJDwill contest. The seat-
sharing could be announced
sometime inOctober.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,SEPTEMBER17

ACCUSING THE opposition of
misleading farmers on the
Centre’s farm ordinances,
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar Thursday
said thestatewascommittedto
procuring every single grain of
crop at theMinimum Support
Price (MSP), adding that that
there will be no change in the
functioningofmandis.
Addressing a virtual press

conference, he said that the in-
troduction of these ordinances
doesnotmeanthatgovernment
mandis would be closed.
Procurement of crops at MSP
willcontinueand“bynochance
willprocurementbedonebelow
MSP”,hesaid.
Taking adig at theCongress,

Khattar said: “The so-called
farmer-friendly leadersarepro-
voking the farmers bymisguid-
ing them. But the farmers are
now beginning to understand
the benefits of these ordi-
nances.”
Hesaidthatif theopposition

is so farmer-friendly, then it
should ask the Congress-led
Rajasthan and Punjab govern-
ments to start theprocurement
ofmilletandmaizelikeHaryana
isdoing.
“This timewe have decided

thatHaryanawillnotbeprocur-
ing a single grain coming from
otherstatesincludingRajasthan
andPunjab.Whereasgrainspro-
duced by each farmer of
Haryanawillbeprocuredbythe

state government atMinimum
Support Price,” said the Chief
Minister.
Heclaimedthatthesepoliti-

cal parties have nothing to do
with the interest of farmers.
Rather, he claimed, they arede-
ceivingthe farmerssoas tosave
their political existence.
However,thefarmers’especially
progressive farmers and farmer
organisations have nowunder-
stoodthatthestategovernment
is committed for thewelfare of
farmers and procurement will
bedoneatMSPonly,heasserted.
Khattar said the Haryana

government has consistently
taken farmer-friendly deci-
sions—beitgivingcompensation
orlaunchingnewfarmerwelfare
schemeslikeBhavantarBharpai
Yojana and Meri Fasal Mera
Byora.
“Even now the government

willnotbackdownintakingany
decision in the interest of farm-
ers. Ifanyfarmerorganisationor
individual wishes to give any
suggestion or has any query re-
garding these ordinances then
they cancome forward to share
the same and I assure that their
suggestions andgrievanceswill
be considered by the govern-
ment. I appeal to the farmers to
remain vigilant about double -
standardsof theCongress,” said
Khattar.

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER17

THERECOMMENDATIONS by a
high-level panel on implement-
ingClause6of theAssamAccord
are “under examination of the
state government”, the Centre
told theRajyaSabha inawritten
reply onWednesday, sparking
sharp criticism inAssamagainst
theSarbanandaSonowaladmin-
istrationforitsdelayinclearingit.
Clause 6 of the 1985 accord

speaksaboutsafeguards topro-
tect Assamese culture. To insti-
tute them, a 14-member com-
mittee was constituted by the
Ministry of Home Affairs. The
committee submitted its report
to the Assam government in
February. The report was to be
ratifiedbythestateAssemblybe-
foregoingtotheCentre.

Arunachal Pradesh
Advocate-GeneralNilayDutta,a
member of the panel, tweeted:
“The clause6 committee report
remainswiththeGovtofAssam
for consideration. Was it ever
sent to theHomeMinistryGOI?
The answer in Rajya Sabha is
silent on this aspect. @sar-
banandsonwalIamshockedand
hurt.Atleasttoday,talktoAssam
fromyourheart.”
AASU general secretary

LurinjyotiGogoi,alsoamember
ofthecommittee,said:“Itproves
they are not committed to im-
plement the recommendations
of thecommittee’s report.”
Sonowal told reporters

Wednesday: “The government
will take steps to implement
Clause 6 as per the recommen-
dationsof thecommittee.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Haryana
Chief
Minister
ManoharLal
Khattar

To tide over crisis, 40,000
tonnes of onions offloaded
in Mumbai, Pune markets
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THE SUPREME Court on
ThursdayaskedHighCourtChief
Justices to constitute a special
benchtomonitortheprogressof
trialofcriminalcasesagainstsit-
ting and former legislators and
to “forthwith” list all such cases
whichhavebeenstayedandde-
cide whether the stay should
continueornot.
“ThelearnedChief Justicesof

theHighCourtsshall...designate
a Special Bench, comprising
themselvesandtheirdesignate,
inordertomonitortheprogress
of these trials,” a bench of

JusticesNVRamana,SuryaKant
andHrishikeshRoyordered.
The direction came in re-

sponsetosuggestionsbyAmicus
Curiae Senior Advocate Vijay
Hansaria in a PIL by Advocate
Ashwani Upadhyay, seeking a
ban on convicted politicians
fromfightingelections.
SC in 2017 had ordered the

setting up of special courts in
each state to try pending crimi-
nal cases against legislators.
Accordingly,12suchcourtswere
setupacross thecountry.
The reportbyAmicusCuriae

had said that one of the reasons
forthependencyofcaseswasthe
staygrantedbyhighercourts.
Addressingthis,theSupreme

Court order asked High Court
ChiefJustices“tolistforthwithall
pendingcriminalcasesinvolving
sitting/former legislators (MPs
andMLAs), particularly those
whereinastayhasbeengranted,
beforeanappropriatebench(es)
comprising of the learned Chief
Justiceand/or theirdesignates”.
“Uponbeinglisted,theCourt

must first decide whether the
stay granted, if any, should con-
tinue, keeping in view theprin-
ciplesregardingthegrantofstay
enshrined in the judgment of
this Court in Asian Resurfacing
of Road Agency Private Limited
v.CBI, (2018),” it said.
The Supreme Court had in

that case held that “if stay is

granted,itshouldnotnormallybe
unconditionalorofindefinitedu-
ration”.Theapexcourtsaidthatif
astayisconsiderednecessary,the
court shouldhear thematter on
aday-to-daybasisanddisposeof
itexpeditiously,preferablywithin
twomonths,withoutanyunnec-
essaryadjournment.
The order underlined that

Covid-19 should not be an im-
pediment to the compliance of
the direction, as thesematters
canbeheardvirtually.
On suggestions to increase

thenumberofspecialcourtsand
rationalisethependingcriminal
cases,thecourtsaiditwouldfirst
seek an action plan from the
HighCourtChief Justices.

Oppn misleading
farmers on Central
ordinances, MSP to
continue: Khattar

2020
DECISION

BIHAR

JDU looks to contest 115
seats, wants BJP to fight
128, accommodate LJP

Form bench to track cases against
legislators, SC tells High Courts

Anger in Assam as RS is told
state ‘studying’ Clause 6 report

Onionvendorsat theMahatmaPhulemarket inPune.AshishKale
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After Kerala focus
on expats, cases
traced to three
other states: study
LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

AFTERKERALA reported India’s
first Covid infection on January
30,inamedicalstudentwhohad
returned from China, the state
focusedonexpatriatesandinter-
national travellers but the sub-
sequent outbreak originated
mainly from three other states,
anewgenomesequencingstudy
hassuggested.
Mostof the later cases could

be traced to Maharashtra,
Odisha and Karnataka, accord-
ing to the study conducted
jointly by the Government
Medical College in Kozhikode
and two of India's premier sci-
ence institutes -- CSIR-Institute
of Genomics and Integrative
Biology, and Academy of
Scientific and Innovative
Research.
A large number of non-resi-

dentKeraliteshadreturnedfrom
Maharashtra and Karnataka af-
ter the pandemic broke out. So
far,Keralahasrecorded1,22,214
Covidcases,with490deaths.
The study, published on

September 10, covered 200
SARS-nCoV2 samples from a
major tertiary care centre in
northKerala,whereasignificant
number of non-resident
Keraliteshad returned fromthe
MiddleEast, too.
“Themajorcluster(identified

as K1) encompassed 40
genomes from Kerala (35.4%).
The analysis suggests that the
cluster K1was potentially gen-
eratedfromanancestorfromthe
state ofMaharashtrabefore ini-
tialdisseminationinKerala.The
timingof theintroductionof the
cluster was estimated as be-
tweenMay 11 and July 22,” the
studysays.
“The secondcluster (K2) en-

compasses 42 genomes (37.1%)
from Kerala and shares 27
genomes from the state of
Odishasuggestingancestryfrom
thestate.Timingoftheintroduc-

tion of this cluster is estimated
between Feb 12-May 16. The
thirdmajorcluster (K3)encom-
passes25genomes(22.1%)from
Kerala and shares 46 genomes
fromthestateofKarnatakawith
introduction aroundMarch 3-
May27,” it says.
Accordingtothestudy,ahap-

lotype analysis of the samples
suggests that the virus circulat-
ing in Kerala is with the D614G
variant, which is considered to
conferhigh infectivity.
Thestudy'sfindingsindicate

thatthestate'sstrategy,of focus-
ingmainly on testing, contact-
tracing and quarantining expa-
triates and international
travellers, shouldhavealsocov-
eredthosereturningfromother
states.
“Genome analysis suggests

limitedinter-stateintroductions
followed by extensive local
spread contribute to themajor-
ity of the isolates in Kerala in
contrasttospreadfrominterna-
tional travellers, suggesting the
testing, tracing and quarantine
of internationaltravellerswasan
effective strategy,” it said.
The study also pointed out

that the cluster architecture has
identified recent but not appar-
entlyconnectedoutbreaksspan-
ningmultipledistrictsinthestate.
Thestudydidnotidentifythe

centre fromwhere the samples
were taken. “However, the cen-
tre caters to a large population
and region and has close prox-
imitytoaninternationalairport.
Secondly,thesamplingwaslim-
ited to a short period of time,
thus enabling only a cross-sec-
tional viewof theepidemic and
precludinganaccurateandtem-
poral view of the dynamics of
the epidemic in the state.
Nevertheless, this provides a
unique opportunity to create a
snapshotoftheepidemicintime
andspace,” the report said.
There are two international

airports in north Kerala, one in
Kozhikode and the other in
Kannur.

AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,SEPTEMBER17

INDIA NOW accounts for 1 in
every6confirmedcasesofcoro-
navirus infection in the world,
which is roughly the same as
India’sshare intheglobalpopu-
lation. The silver lining is that
India is so far contributing only
1 in 12 coronavirus-related
deaths in theworld.
This, of course, is likely to

change as more people get in-
fected; the daily numbers are
nowalmost1 lakh.Witha lagof
two to three weeks, a propor-
tionate increase in the number
of deaths can be expected.
Already,morethan1,000deaths
are being reported every day
fromacross thecountry.
As normal activities resume

despitetherisingnumberof in-
fections, thebiggestchallengeis
topreventthenumberofdeaths
fromspirallingupward.Arisein
the fatality rate can seriously
jeopardise the move towards
normalcy, and slow down the
recoveryprocess.Thatiswhylo-
cal administrators and health-
care workers are being con-
stantlyinstructedtomakeevery
efforttopreventasmanydeaths
aspossible.

Many scientists and experts
also believe that India’s death
numbers are under-reported.
But there isno reliable estimate
on the extent of this suspected
under-reporting.
Asofnow,thecasefatalityra-

tio (CFR), or the number of
deaths against the number of
confirmedinfections, is1.63per
cent. A total of 83,198 coron-
avirus-related deaths had been
reported in India until
Wednesday.Thenumberofpeo-
plewhohavebeeninfectedwith
the virus at some point ismore
than51.18 lakh.
India’sCFRisabouthalfofthe

globalnumber,whichcurrently
stands at 3.14 per cent, and has
been steadily declining. In fact,
India’spositionlooksmuchbet-
ter,relativelyspeaking, ifdeaths
permillion population is taken
intoaccount.Globally,about121
coronavirus-relateddeathshave
happened per million popula-
tion,while inIndia, thisnumber
isonlyabout60.
However, as scientists re-

peatedlyemphasise,calculating
CFRthisway,bydividingtheto-
tal number of deaths by total
numberofconfirmedinfections
on any given day, is likely to
presentasomewhatmisleading
picture.

Thatisbecausetheepidemic
is still evolving, and thosedying
onanygivendayareusuallynot
from the group of people who
got infected the same day, but
rather from the group that got
infectedtwoorthreeweeksear-
lier. A better estimate of CFR
would therefore require a com-
parison of the total number of
deathswiththenumberof con-
firmed infections two to three
weeksprevious to that.
However, in the absence of

anyuniformlagperiodbetween
infectionanddeath,acorrectes-
timateofCFRcanbehadonlyby
trackingtheinfectiontimelineof
every individual patient who
succumbed to the disease.
Alternatively, a correct CFRwill
emerge only after the epidemic
hasended.
In India, whileMaharashtra

accountsforthehighestnumber
of coronavirus-related deaths
(more than30,000), it is Punjab
that has the highest CFR right
now, almost 3 per cent. Punjab
has reportedmore than 2,500
deaths till now, and has about
87,000 people who have been
detectedpositive.
Gujarat, Maharashtra and

Delhi are the other states that
haveCFRshigherthan2percent
asof now.

Nearly 1 lakh infections daily, increase in fatality rate can jeopardisemove towards normalcy

Death numbers still low in India, but
no scope to relax in Covid-19 battle
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Devoteesperformtarpan,aritual topayrespect toancestors,onThursdayontheoccasionofMahalayaat Jagannathghat,on
theHooghlyinKolkata.DurgaPuja,whichusuallystartsaftersevendaysofMahalaya,beginsamonthlaterthistime.ParthaPaul

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER17

WISHING PEOPLE on the occa-
sionofMahalaya,ChiefMinister
Mamata Banerjee on Thursday
urged people to help those in
need during the current Covid-
induced crisis. Though thepan-
demic had changed everyone’s
lives, it should not dampen fes-
tivities, sheadded.
“On the auspicious occasion

ofMahalaya, I extendmywarm

regards to one andall. Although
#COVID19hasrestrictedhowwe
celebrate festivals, we shall not
allow it to dampen the spirit of
this Durga Puja. To this end and
to lighten up every home, I un-
dertake #MahalayaProtishruti
[MahalayaPledge],”shetweeted.
TheChiefMinister’snephew

and Trinamool MP Abhishek
Banerjeeappealedtotheparty’s
young cadre to extend help to
theneedyanddistressedpeople.
“In this time of Durga Puja, I

wish all the evil power will be

defeated and good energywill
win. As a part of this pledge, I
vow to ensure that this Durga
Puja no one is devoid of festivi-
ties. Iurgeeveryonetocomefor-
ward, extend a helping hand to
those in need and spread joy
everywhere,”he tweeted.
Mamata Banerjee, mean-

while,alsowishedpeopleonthe
occasion of Vishwakarma Puja
and Bhadu Utsab. She said,
“Vishwakarma Puja wishes to
the brothers and sisters who
workaslabourersandtheirfam-

ilies. They are our pride. They
work tirelessly for the develop-
mentof thesociety,” sheadded.
FollowingtheChiefMinister’s

tweet, her party leaders also
promptlypledgedtohelppeople
in need, using the hashtag
“#MahalayaProtishruti”.
Fifteen MLAs, including

ministers such as Chandrima
Bhattacharya, Laxmi Ratan
Shukla, Indranil Sen, Shashi
Panja, Sovandeb Chatterjee,
and Gulam Rabbani made
pledges.

Won’t allow Covid to dampen Puja
spirit: Mamata takes Mahalaya pledge

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAJKOT,SEPTEMBER17

AVIDEOof paramedicspinning
downaCovid-19patient to “re-
strain” him went viral on
Thursday,fourdaysafterhedied,
leading his familymembers to
allege that he died due to the
beatingandnot the infection.
Thepatientinthevideoiden-

tified as Prabhashankar Paatil,
38,was shifted to the state gov-
ernment-run PDU hospital on
September8afterundergoinga
kidney procedure at Giriraj
MultispecialtyHospitalinRajkot
where he was found to be in-
fectedwithcoronavirus.
Inthe55-secondvideo,pur-

portedlyofSeptember9,apara-
medic is seen pinning Paatil to
the floor by placing his knee on
hischestevenasothersholdhis
handandsecurityguards,oneof
themwieldingabaton, lookon.
“Didn'tItellyounottodoit?,”

the paramedicwearing awhite
PPE is heard telling the patient
even as Paatil pleads, “Wait,
please wait”. The paramedic is
then heard saying that cops are
coming and as the patient tries
to escape, the security guard
wielding the baton pushes him
down again by placing his foot
on Paatil’s shoulder, while the
paramedicslapshim.Heisheard
crying, “corona....corona...!”
“Nothingwill happen toyou

due to corona,” a female staff is

then heard telling the patient.
Patil diedonSeptember12.
The videowent viral on so-

cialmedia on Thursday and lo-
cal TV channels also aired it,
prompting the hospital admin-

istration to clarify that the staff
wasmerely“restraining”thepa-
tient. Hours later, Jayanti Ravi,
principal secretary (Health and
FamilyWelfare) reached Rajkot
to address a press conference
anddenyallegationsby family.
Ravi told The Indian Express,

“He (Paatil) was in a very acute
stageofdelirium.Hehadnoori-
entation. He was running
around and had taken off his
clothes.Heeventriedtothrottle
anotherpatient...”
DrPankajBuch,medical su-

perintendentofPDUHospitalis-
sued a video statement saying,
thepatienthadailmentssuchas
diabetesandhypertension.
“According to the opinion

given by our psychiatry depart-

ment, at the time thevideowas
shot, he had a bout of hysteria
and started running around, at-
temptingtoremoveintravenous
tube... he was taking off his
clothes and behaving in aman-
ner that he could harmhimself
and other patients.When per-
suadinghimdidn’twork,hewas
restrained,”DrBuchadded.
Ravi said, “Paatil had amen-

talillness... Inthevideo,youmust
have seen no one beat him.”
Whenitwaspointedoutthatthe
video showed otherwise, Ravi
said: “Hewas restrained. They
triedtocontrolhim...”
Paatil’s family rejected the

hospital’s claim. “He never had
anymentalillness,”saidyounger
brotherVilasPaatil.

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,SEPTEMBER17

THE INTERVAL between hospi-
tal admissions and deaths in
Covid-19casesinKarnatakahas
seen gradual improvement,
from an average of two days in
July to around six days in early
September, according to data
provided by the state govern-
mentinitsdailyhealthbulletins.
ThedetailsofCovid-19deaths

documented in the state health
bulletin showthatnearly45per
cent of the total 6,462 deaths in
Karnataka between July and
earlySeptemberoccurredwithin
twodays of admission in a hos-
pital, while 7 per cent died at
home or were already dead
whentakentoahospital.
The July-September data

shows gradual improvement in
the time spent by very ill Covid
patients in hospital through
August and September in badly
affectedplaceslikeBengaluru—
when compared to July, when
nearly55percentof932deaths
inJulyoccurredwithin24hours
of hospital admissions and
nearly 10 per cent deaths oc-
curredbeforepatientsreacheda
hospital inBengaluru.
The interval betweenhospi-

taladmissionandCovid-19mor-
tality in Bengaluru is seen from
thedata tohave increased from
an average of one day in July to
around six days in early
September.
“Earlierwewere thinking of

treatmentonlyintermsofanin-
fectious disease. Now there is
understanding of thromboem-
bolicdevelopments(bloodclots)
linked to the infection. Changes
have taken place after learning
frommany countries. We are
givingbloodthinnerstoprevent
thromboembolism after con-
ducting D-Dimer tests. After
startingRemdesivir andchange
oftreatmentprotocol,thedeaths
have reduced in all hospitals,”
said Dr C Nagaraja, director of

Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Chest
Diseases and amember of the
statedeathauditpanel.
Atotalof2,068patientsdied

in Karnataka in July, 3,388 in
August and1,106 till September
10,while932died inBengaluru
inJuly,936inAugustand342till
September10.
Statistical analysis of Covid-

19deathsreportedinKarnataka
betweenJuly14andSeptember
10—carriedout by a socialme-
diauser@shananallaandshared
byepidemiologistDrRGiridhar
Babu—alsosuggestsgradualim-
provement of the interval of
time between hospitalisation
anddeaths.
According to the statistical

analysis of mortalities in
Karnataka, the average time
spent in hospitals by patients
whohavediedhasbeen5.2days
inSeptember,4.6daysinAugust
and2.7daysinJuly.InBengaluru,
the average time in hospital for
patientshasbeen6.2daysinthe
September 1 to 10 period com-
paredto6.1inAugustandanav-
erageof twodays in July.
Thelengtheningintervalbe-

tweenadmissionanddeathsfor
seriousCovidcasesinKarnataka
hasbeenattributedtoimprove-
ments in care and handling of
patients since July.
“With use of steroids and

othermeans, patients are being
managedbetteriftheyreachhos-
pitalintime.Withuseofsteroids,
thereisaspikeinsugarlevelsand
if this isnottreatedthencompli-
cations arise after a fewdays in
hospital,” said a senior doctor at
St John'sMedicalCollege.
Apart from better manage-

ment of patients at the early
stagesof hospital admission, an
increase in ICU bedswith oxy-
gen supply after the state gov-
ernmentropedinprivatehospi-
tals in late July has helped ease
thenumberof rapiddeathsthat
occurred through July, experts
said.

FULLREPORTON
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Karnataka: Data shows
fewer patients dying
soon after hospitalisation

MAHARASHTRA

As Covid toll
soars, govt
officials want
100% attendance
norm revoked

SANDEEPASHAR
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER17

WITH 16 people working at
Mantralaya,thestatesecretariat
building, succumbing to Covid-
19 so far, government officials
have threatened to stopwork if
theconditionof100percentat-
tendance isnotwithdrawn.
As part of its ‘Mission Begin

Again’ guidelines, the state has
made 100 per cent attendance
mandatoryforclassAandclassB
employeesfromSeptember1in
government offices. Earlier, it
wasonly15percent.
In a representation to Chief

Minister Uddhav Thackeray on
Wednesday, the Maharashtra
State Gazetted Officers
Federation (MSGOF) and the
Maharashtra Mantralaya
Officers Association (MMOA)
has blamed the lack of precau-
tionarymeasuresandtheviola-
tion of social distancing norms
for the surge in the number of
cases,whilearguingthatthede-
cisionmandating 100 per cent
attendanceofclassAandclassB
officialswas ill-conceived.
“Around4,000 to 4,500 em-

ployeesreporttotheMantralaya
buildingonadailybasis.Besides,
the number of visitors has also
goneup.NoSOPsare inplace to
regulate people’smovement in
and out of the building. Social
distancing is not possible,” said
Patil,allegingthatentrantstothe
buildingwerenotevenscreened
for flu-likesymptoms.
Tohighlighttheirdemandfor

arollback,theassociationshave
plannedprotestmeetingsacross
thestateonSeptember21.

MADHYAPRADESH

PrahladPatel
testspositive
forCovid-19
Bhopal: Union minister
Prahlad Singh Patel on
Thursday said he has
testedpositive for Covid-
19. The BJP MP from
DamohLokSabha seat in
Madhya Pradesh said his
testreportwasreceivedon
Wednesdaynight. “I have
testedpositive.Thosewho
metmeonTuesdayshould
take adequate precau-
tions,” the minister
tweeted.Patel’sministerial
colleagues Amit Shah,
Nitin Gadkari, Shripad
Naik, Dharmendra
Pradhan, Kailash
Choudhary, Arjun Ram
Meghwal, Gajendra
Shekhawat and Suresh
Angadi were also diag-
nosed with Covid-19
recently. PTI

PrahladPatel

BRIEFLY

KARNATAKA

First-timeRajya
SabhaMPdies
ofcoronavirus
Bengaluru: A first-time
Rajya Sabhamember of
the BJP from Karnataka
died of Covid-19 at a pri-
vatehospitalinthecityon
Thursday.AshokGasti,55,
hadbeenasurprisechoice
foraRajyaSabhaseatear-
lier this year butwas not
abletoattendanysession
of Parliamentonaccount
of the pandemic. Hewas
diagnosed with severe
Covid-19pneumonia,said
a statement from
Manipal Hospital. “He
was critically ill with
multi-organ failure and
wason life support,” said
hospital director Dr
ManishRai. Gastiwasan
OBC leader from north
Karnataka’sBallari ENS

MAHARASHTRA

Mandieshours
afterdetained
for interrogation
Mumbai: A 27-year-old
mandiedonWednesday
morning, hours after the
local RCF police in
Chembur detained him
for interrogation. The
family of Sohail Shaikh
alias Usman alleged that
hewas beaten up by the
police after they de-
mandedmoneyhim.The
police have denied this
and are waiting for the
postmortemreporttode-
cideonthenextcourseof
action.SeniorInspectorof
RCF police station S
Nighot said: “The allega-
tions are baseless. His
healthdeteriorateddueto
bloodpressure.He isalso
addicted to drugs. We
have taken an accidental
deathreportinthematter
and are waiting for the
postmortemreport.”ENS

WESTBENGAL

Banglanationals
caughtafter
crossingborder
Kolkata:BSFpersonnelon
Thursday apprehended
three Bangladeshis
including two women
aftertheyillegallycrossed
the international
boundaryinWestBengal’s
Nadiadistrict. Actingona
tip-off, theborder guards
werekeepingawatchnear
Kumari village in the
district. They found five
peoplecrossingoverfrom
Bangladesh to the Indian
side, BSF said in a
statement.Three of them
were nabbedwhile two
managedtoflee. PTI

Covid patient dies at Rajkot hospital, family says he died
due to ‘beating’ and not infection after video goes viral

Avideograbof the incident.

New Delhi
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NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
E-NIT NO: 09/SE/PMGSY/Bla/e-tendering of 2020-21 dated 16-09-2020

Superintending Engineer PMGSY Circle Baramulla on behalf of President of India invites Item rate bids in electronic tendering system for up-gradation of roads under
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana for the following works including their maintenance for five years from the eligible and approved contractors registered with J&K Govt.
CPWD, Railways and other State Governments.

1. The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http://pmgsytendersjk.gov.in from 17-09-2020 (10:00 AM) to 30-09-2020 upto (5:00 PM).
2. The Bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website http://pmgsytendersjk.gov.in from 21-09-2020 (10:00 AM) to 30-09-2020 upto 5:00 PM. The
bids uploaded on the Web Site up to due date and time will be opened online on 01-10-2020 at 10:00 AM in the presence of the bidders who wish to attend. If
the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
3. The complete bidding process will be on line.
4. Cost of Bid Form:- Rs. 10,000/- (Rupees Ten thousand only) per package (non-refundable) only in form of Demand Draft in favour of Accounts Officer
PMGSY Kashmir payable at Srinagar.
5. The bidders are requested to quote their rates excluding GST. GST @12% shall be added to the contract value by the allotting authority at the time of issue of allotment.
6. A Pre-bid meeting will be held on 19-09-2020 at 11:00 AM in the Office of Superintending Engineer PMGSY (JKRRDA Circle Baramulla to clarify the issues
and to answer questions on any matter that may be raised at that stage as stated in Clause 9 of instruction to bidders of the Bidding documents. The intending
Bidders, before attending the Pre-bid meeting, are advised to visit the site of work and acquaint themselves with the site of conditions. It has been
made mandatory for all the intending bidders to participate in the pre-bid meeting on the scheduled date and time.
7. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and bid should be submitted online on website www.pmgsy-
tenders.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have valid Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA).“Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for partici-
pating in e-tendering in PMGSY may obtain the same from the website: www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.
8.Bids must be accompanied by cost of document and bid security as mentioned in column 6 & 7 of the table in the form as specified in the Bidding Document.
The Demand Draft on account of cost of bidding document shall be pledged to Accounts Officer PMGSY Kashmir payable at Srinagar. The bid security should
be in the form of FDR/BG from a scheduled commercialbank and be pledged to the Superintending Engineer PMGSY Circle Baramulla payable at
Baramulla and shall be valid for 135 days from the last date of bid submission.
9.The Hard Copy of original instruments in respect of cost of bidding document, bid security and original copy of affidavits must be delivered in the office of
Superintending Engineer PMGSY (JKRRDA) Circle Baramulla on a date not later than three working days after the opening of technical qualification part of
the bid either by Registered Post or by hand failing which the bids shall be declared non-responsive.
10. The bidders are advised to upload the required documents/information strictly as per the formats given in Section 3-Qualification Information. The bidder who fails to
comply with the said instructions shall be declared as non-responsive.
11. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Sitehttp://pmgsytendersjk.gov.in. This is conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail
message on their e-mail address. The Financial-bids shall be opened accordingly on line on same Web Site at the Office of Superintending Engineer PMGSY Circle Baramulla.
12. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.
Note:-The intending bidders are advised to study the entire bidding document before preparation and submission of their bids. This includes clause 3 (Eligible Bidders), 4
(Qualification of Bidders) of ITB (Instruction to Bidders), Appendix to ITB, Section 3 (Qualification Information), Contract Data to G.C.C. & Section 7 of Bidding Document..

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, PMGSY Circle Baramulla

No:-SE/PMGSY/Bla/e-Tendering/1196-1218
Dated: 16-09-2020

Superintending Engineer
PMGSY Circle Baramulla

Sr. Name of Work with Package No. Earnest Time for Tender Time and Class of Contractors
No. and Name of Division Money Completion Call Date of

(Bid Opening
Security) of Tenders

(Rs. in (Technical
Lacs) Bids)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1. 295.04 29.54 324.94 0.10 6.50 365 Days 3rd 01.10.2020
at

10.00 A.M.

Construction & Maintenance of road from Salamabad
Dachina to Saran Stage II, (Batch-I 2018-19) Package
No. JK03-268 Length 5.70Kms PMGSY Division Uri

“A” Class in PWD or Equivalent in CPWD/
Railways and other state Governments.
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Tendered Cost including GST
(Rs in Lacs)

DIPK-5813

Phone: 079-2268 8012 Fax: 079-2268 5490

The Gujarat Cancer & Research Institute invites applications for the
following posts:
For Non-Teching Post: (1) Asso. Prof. (2) Asst. Prof. (3) Jr. Lecturer in
Nuclear Medicine
Applicactions are invited for above positions: interested caandidates
may apply upto 25-09-2020, Friday during office hours. Application
form which can be downloaded from our website. For further details
please visit our website: www.gcriindia.org. No TA/DA will be admissi-
ble for attending interview.
No.INF/ABD/646/2020 DIRECTOR

THE GUJARAT CANCER & RESEARCH INSTITUTE
(M.P. SHAH CANCER HOSPITAL)

N.C.H. CAMPUS, ASARWA, AHMEDABAD-380016
Affiliated B. J. Medical College, Ahmedabad

Advertisement

NATIONAL AGRI-FOOD BIOTECHNOLOGY INSTITUTE (NABI)

e-Tenders in Two parts (Technical Bid and Price Bid) are invited on
the behalf of Executive Director, NABI for the award of Work of
Annual Operation and Maintenance Contract of HVAC system of
NABI-CIAB campus.
The complete details of these tenders will be available on the NABI
Website- www.nabi.res.in & CPPP Website- https:/ /
eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. Any changes/amendments if
made in the tender, will be available on NABI website and CPPP
website. Bidders may kindly refer the above websites before
submitting the bids. Manager-Admin

e-Notice Inviting Tenders

Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt. of India
Knowledge City, Sector-81, Mohali-140306, Punjab, INDIA

Website: www.nabi.res.in, Tel: 0172-5221300

QdÃf¯ffä f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f
d³f¦f¸f d»f., IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f

A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f
¸f¯OX»f, WX¸faeSX´fbSX, ´fÂffaIY Àfa.-
1918/ d½f.d½f.¸f.WX./ ´fe-1
(´fiIYfVf³f)/ d³fd½fQf/ 2020-21,
dQ³ffaIY- 16 dÀf°f¸¶fSX 2020
A»´fIYf»fe³f (BÊ-d³fd½fQf) d½fôb°f
d½f°fSX¯f ¸faOX»f WX¸feSX´fbSX IZY A³°f¦fÊ°f
IY¸´¹fcMXSX ¸f¹f d´fi³MXSX IiY¹f IYSX³fZ WZ°fb
A³fb·f½fe NZIZ QfSûÔ ÀfZ A»´fI f»fe³f BÊ-
d³fd½fQf dQ³ffaI 19.09.2020 Àf¸f¹f
10.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ dQ³ffaI -04.10.2020
Àf¸f¹f 12.00 ¶fªfZ °fI Af¸fadÂf°f I e
ªff°fe W`, ªfû dQ³ffaI -04.10.2020
Àf¸f¹f 15.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ Jû»fe ªffE¦fe
dªfÀfI f ´fc¯fÊ d½f½fS¯f BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûS¸f`ÔM
´fûMÊ»f https:/etender.up.nic.in
E½fa d³f¦f¸f I e ½fZ¶fÀffBM
https://dvvnl.org ´fS
C´f»f¶²f W`Ü 1. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-
45/ SE/ EDCH/ 2020-21:
d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f ¸faO»f W¸feS´fbS ¸fZÔ 2 ³f¦f
I ¸¹fcMS Ii ¹f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ
kkSXf¿MÑXe¹f dWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fªf»fe ¶f¨ffEall
WXÀ°ff./- (AVfûIY IbY¸ffSX)
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER17

THEFINDINGSofaCB-CIDprobe
into thePMKisanschemescam
in Tamil Nadu suggest that
fraudulent elements, most of
thembackedbylocalpoliticians,
lootedmoneyfromseveralother
welfare schemes too.
The investigators have also

foundthatsomelistedbenefici-
aries,includingpoorfarmersand
farm labourers, did not receive
any money and had not even
heard about the scheme. The
fraudsters, theprobefound,col-
lecteddocuments fromthemto
create bank accounts in their
nameswithouttheirknowledge.
During the lockdown, a sen-

iorofficer investigating thecase
said,“loanfests”wereorganised
by local leaders of political par-
ties, includingBJPandtheruling
AIADMK. At these events, peo-
plewerepromised loansand fi-

nancial benefits from the state
andcentral governments.
“Attheseevents,landandAa-

dhaardocumentswerecollected.
Not all such events reported
scams, but at some places, we
found that local leaderswhoor-
ganisedtheseeventscreatedbank
accountswithouttheknowledge
ofpoorfarmersandcollectedben-
efits directly. In somecases, they
collected commission for the
amount farmers received from
thegovernment,”theofficersaid.
Themodusoperandi,theoffi-

cer said, differed fromplace to
placeanditwasnotacentralised
fraud. “Fraudstersweretargeting
acentralschemeindifferentways.
Wehave informationaboutsim-
ilarfraudsinseveralothergovern-
mentschemes,”theofficersaid.
OnSunday, CB-CID arrested

sevencontractemployeesof the
stateagriculturedepartmentfor
their alleged role in the imple-
mentation of the PM-KISAN
schemeinVillupuramdistrict. It

is alleged that they added ineli-
gible beneficiaries and non-
farmers under the scheme and
got the list approved.
One of the most backward

districts in the statewitha size-
able number of farm labourers
and migrant workers, Villup-
uramaccountedfor90,000inel-
igible people listed as benefici-
aries of the PM Kisan scheme.
Out of these, 60,000 comprised
non-farmers and people who
lived and had permanent ad-
dressesoutsideVillupuram.
The CB-CID officer said an

amount of Rs 8 crore has been
recoveredfromnearly30,000in-
eligible bank accounts in Villu-
puram alone. “In several cases,
recovery is difficult as farmers
shown as beneficiaries have no
clueabout thebankaccounts in
theirnames,” theofficial said.
In several cases, the officer

said, the farmers said people
whohadvisited themororgan-
ised loan fests took theirphotos

andphotosoftheirAadhaarcard
andlanddocuments.“Theywere
told that theywill be getting Rs
2,000 every alternate month
from the Central government.
Localpoliticiansplayedakeyrole
in this,” theofficer said.
ChiefMinisterEdappadiKPal-

aniswami has promised action
against culprits and said it is the
AIADMKgovernmentthatunear-
thed the scam.He said the com-
plete amount siphonedoff from
public funds—approximatelyRs
110crore—willberecovered.
Threedistrict collectors told

The Indian Express that the pro-
cess to identify ineligible and
fake beneficiaries from the list
was proving to be a Herculean
task. “Right now, we are busy
with recovery from ineligible
beneficiaries,” saida collector.
Earlier,DMKchiefandLeader

of Opposition in AssemblyMK
Stalin had alleged the role of
AIADMKandBJPinthescamand
demandedaCBIprobe.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHUBANESWAR,
SEPTEMBER17

THE ODISHA government
ThursdaysoughtassistanceofRs
1,100crorefromtheCentretodeal
with the aftermathof the recent
floodsinthestate.Theaidamount
wascalculatedafterapreliminary
assessment of damage to crops,
housesandotherproperties.
Aspergovernmentnumbers,

about 2.25 lakhhectares of agri-
cultural landhavesuffereddam-
age due to the floods in the last
weekof August. About 1,20,000
houses,aswellasembankments,
roads, andpublic infrastructure,
havealsobeenaffected.
The floods hit nearly 14 lakh

peoplefromover6,000villagesof
19districts.Thesenumberswere
presentedatahigh-levelmeeting
chaired by state Chief Secretary
AsitTripathy.
Acentralteam,whichwason

a two-dayvisit to the state to as-
sess the damage caused due to
floods, agreed to consider sup-
porting the state in terms of re-
sponse as well as mitigation
measures such as strengthening
of infrastructureandproperties.
Theteam,ledbyPraveenVas-

hista, Joint Secretary in theMin-
istryofHomeAffairs,visitedflood-
hitareasofBhadrak,Kendrapada,
Jajpur andPuri. “In themeeting,
wehaveemphasisedthatthereis
aneedforlong-termmeasuresto

mitigatesuchfloodsinthefuture,
including strong embankments
and power infrastructure. Our
majorareasofconcernweredam-
age to agricultural andhorticul-
ture crops apart fromproperty
damage,”aseniorofficialsaid.
According to Special Relief

CommissionerPradeepJena,high
floodstookplaceinfivemajorsys-
temsof Subarnarekha, Baitarani,
Brahmani, Budhabalanga and
Mahanadi, necessitating reloca-
tionofover1.73lakhpeople.

Bhopal:A21-year-oldallegedMaoistwithbounties
againsthiminthreestateswasarrestedbyBalaghat
police from Samnapur-Banda tola region on the
MadhyaPradesh-ChhattisgarhborderonThursday.
Police said they received informationofmove-

mentofMaoistsposingasvillagerstobuysupplies.
Ateamwassenttothemarket,wheretheyfollowed
twopeoplewhosemovement seemed suspicious.
According topolice, the two started running. “One
escapedandtheotherfellintoalakeandwasappre-
hended,”IG,Balaghat,KPVenkateshwarRaosaid.

Whilethepoliceteamwasre-
turningwithBadal, theywereat-
tackedbyagroupof10-12Maoists,
they said. “Therewas retaliatory
firingfromourside.Wemanaged
togetBadalalive,”saidRao. ENS

DEMANDFIRAGAINSTFORESTOFFICIALS

MP villagers protest ‘detention, beating’ of activists
IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,SEPTEMBER17

SEVERALVILLAGERShave gath-
ered outside Nepanagar police
station in Burhanpur district of
MadhyaPradeshsinceTuesdayto
protesttheallegeddetentionand

beating of
two tribal ac-
tivistsbyforest
officers.
The tribals

of Nepanagar,
about 330km
from Bhopal,
have refused
to leave until

an FIR is registered against the
forestofficialsforallegedkidnap-
pingandwrongfulconfinement
of theactivists.Thevillagershad
earlierwrittentothedistrictcol-
lectorandsuperintendentofpo-
lice demanding action against
the forestofficials.
Accordingtothevillagers,ac-

tivists Kailash Jamre (46) and
Pyar SinghWaskale (35) were
detainedwhentheyhadgoneto
the district court of Burhanpur
on August 30 to secure the re-
leaseoftwoothervillagers.They
wereallegedlytakentotherange
office and beaten overnight by
forestofficials.
Jamre,who is affiliatedwith

JagritAdivasiDalitSangh,toldThe
IndianExpress,“Therewerearound
10 people who took rounds at
beatingusup.Theyweredrunk.”
Thenextmorning, according

toJamre,theyweretakentoagov-
ernmenthospital for a check-up
butthedoctorwasaskedtomake
asimplereport.Itwasafterhehad
fallenunconsciousonhisway to
thecourtthathewastakentohos-
pital andgiven treatment for six
days,hesaid.
Whencontacted, district for-

est officer forBurhanpur,Gaurav
Choudharydeniedtheallegations.
He said Jamre andWaskale had
severaloffencesundertheIndian
ForestActregisteredagainstthem,

for which they were detained
whenspottedatthecourt.
BurhanpurCollector Praveen

Singh Adhayach said, “We re-
ceived awritten complaint aga-
insttheforestofficialsandordered
apreliminaryinvestigation.”
Whiletheprotestingvillagers

refused to leave until their de-
mands were heeded,
SubdivisionalMagistrate Visha
Madhwani,whorushedtopacify
them, said, "Weare trying to ex-
plain to the villagers that an in-
quiryhasbeenorderedanditwill
take some timebefore anydeci-
sion canbe taken. Theyhave as-
sembled inhugenumberswith-
outsocialdistancing."

Wanted Maoist held in MP

TN: Not just PM-Kisan, fraudsters
may have targeted other schemes too

Odisha seeks Rs 1,100 cr central aid for flood damage

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,SEPTMBER17

ONTHEordersofHaryanaHomeMinisterAnilVij,
allworksunderADGPASChawla—whohadon
theeveof IndependenceDaybeenselectedforthe
President'sPoliceMedalfordistinguishedservice
—havebeenwithdrawn.
Vij was not happy with

Chawla over the ‘Dial 112
Project’, a centralised police
helpline. “ADGP A S Chawla
has been assigned a task to
implement(Dial)112butfor
the past one year, that proj-
ectisatastandstill.Hedoes-
n’t update me nor has the
taskbeenimplemented. I is-
sued orders onWednesday that all works from
himbewithdrawn,”Vij told themediapersons.
“Now,hewill justcometotheoffice,markhis

attendance and sit in the office butwon’t do any
work,” addedVij.

WINNEROFPRESIDENT’SMEDAL

Haryana ADGP’s
duties curbed on
minister’s orders

AS Chawla

New Delhi
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Applications are invited by Indian Institute of Handloom
Technology, Salem from eligible candidates from the Indian
States/Union Territories (Other than Tamilnadu) for admission into
First Year and Lateral Entry (direct 2nd Year) B.Tech. Handloom
and Textile Technology Programme for the academic year 2020-21.

FIRST YEAR ADMISSION FOR 4 YEARS DEGREE
PROGRAMME B.TECH HANDLOOM & TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY

LATERAL ENTRY ADMISSION (DIRECT 2nd YEAR) FOR
4 YEARS B.TECH. (HANDLOOM & TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY)

Applications: For downloading applications and other details/
updates, please visit Web: www.iihtsalem.edu.in. The last date
for receipt of application is 15.10.2020. Applications received after
the due date is liable for rejection without notice.
davp 41102/11/0002/2021 DIRECTOR

Government of India, Ministry of Textiles
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF HANDLOOM

TECHNOLOGY
(Approved by AICTE and Affiliated to Anna University)

Foulkes Compound, Thillai Nagar, SALEM-636 001
(Phone:0427-2296943, FAX-2295254,

e-mail-iiht.tnslm@nic.in

Qualifying
examination
and
eligibility

A pass in the HSC (Academic) or its equivalent. A
minimum of 45% average marks in Mathematics, Physics
and Chemistry put together. When the candidates
produce grade certificate, they have to produce the actual
marks also otherwise only the minimum marks applicable
to the grades in the eligible subjects (Mathematics,
Physics, Chemistry) will be taken into account. For
minimum eligibility, rounding of marks and normalized
marks will also not be considered. Improvement marks will
also not be considered. Candidate should have a valid
score of marks obtained in JEE main 2020 examination.

Admission
Criteria

The admission will be based on the merit of rank obtained
by the candidates in JEE Main 2020.

Qualifying
examination
and
eligibility

Candidates who have passed Diploma in liandloom
Technology / Handloom & Textile Technology / Textile
Technology / B.Sc. with ancillary subject of Mathematics at
B.Sc. level or studied Mathematics at +2 level or any
equivalent Diploma as prescribed by Directorate of
Technical Education, Government of Tamilnadu are
eligible to apply. Candidates who have secured a
minimum of 45% aggregate marks in Diploma/B.Sc.
Degree are eligible to apply.

Selection
Criteria

Selection will be based on the merit of percentage of
marks obtained by the candidates in Diploma/B.Sc.
Degree Course.

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Applications are invited for a "Walk-In-Interview" at 09.00 A.M. on
following dates 24.09.2020 for the Post of Junior Residents (Medical),
in Medical Services Department, NDMC:-
Junior Resident: No. of Posts 17

Appointment & Tenure: For the Junior Resident (Medical )
Period of 01 years subject to satisfactory performance.

Salary: - Based on 7th CPC Level-10 of pay matrix. Revised pay Rs.
56100/-+NPA+ Usual allowances as admissible.

Note: All the details are available on the NDMC Web Portal i.e.
www.ndmc.gov.in

Sd/-
(Dr. D.S. GUNJIYAL)

Director (Medical Services)

S.NO. Department Post Vacancy Interview Date
1. Medical Services JR (Medical) 17 24.09.2020

SC ST OBC UR TOTAL
03 01 03 10 17

DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL SERVICES
NEW DELHI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

CHARAK PALIKA HOSPITAL

Government of India
Ministry of Social Justice &

Empowerment
Department of Empowerment of

Persons with Disabilities (Divyangian)
www.disabilityaffairs.gov.in

Are you suffering from ...
� Anxiety
� Depression
� Panic Attack
� Adjustment Disorders
� Substance Abuse
� Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
� Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder (OCD)
� Suicidal Thoughts

Help is just a Call Away!

KIRAN
A Ray of Hope

Mental Health Rehabilitation Helpline

Toll Free 1800 599 0019
(Caller’s identity will be kept Confidential)

Available with you & for you 24x7 in 13 languages:
Hindi, English, Urdu, Assamese, Telugu, Kannada,
Tamil, Malayalam, Punjabi, Marathi, Gujarati, Odia

and Bengali.

Asking for help is not a sigh of Weakness!
davp 38117/11/0016/2021

HC seeks Centre’s
stand on actor’s plea
on media reporting
in Rhea drugs case
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday issued a notice to the
Centre andordered the authori-
ties to take a decision on com-
plaintsraisedbyactorRakulPreet
Singhinherpetitionregardingal-
leged defamatory and unsub-
stantiated reporting against her
inconnectionwiththedrugscase
registered against actor Rhea
Chakraborty and others by the
NarcoticsControlBureau.
While passing the order,

Justice Navin Chawla also said
the court hopesmedia houses
wouldshowrestraintandabide
by the programme code and
otherguidelineswhilereporting
thematterwithregardtoSingh.
Thenoticewas issued to the

News Broadcasters Association
(NBA), Prasar Bharati, and the
Press Council of India, seeking
theirresponsebyOctober15,the
nextdateof hearing.
The courtwas hearing a pe-

titionfiledbySinghinwhichshe
has submitted that the media
has started a campaign against
her, alleging that Chakraborty
namedherinthedrugscase.Her
counsel told the court that
Chakrabortyretractedherstate-

mentlaterbutthemediacontin-
ues toconnecther to thecase.
The court was also told that

thereportsareleadingtocancel-
lation of her endorsement con-
tracts. In her petition, Singhhas
soughtadirectiontorestrainthe
media from such reporting and
alleged violation of the pro-
grammecodeandguidelinesis-
suedbytheCentre.
The court earlier askedSingh

whetheranycomplainthasbeen
filed with the Ministry of
InformationandBroadcastingand
askedNBAaboutthepunishment
for erring news channels. The
Centre,whilesubmittingthatthe
actorwasseekingablanketorder,
submitted that an order of pre-
censorshipshouldnotbepassed.
However, the court stressed

on exercise of restraint by the
media in reporting.

RakulPreetSingh
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TWOMAJORdrughauls–onein
November 2018 and another in
August2020– lieat theheartof
therapidlyexpandinginvestiga-
tion by the Bengaluru Police
Crime Branch into drug use in
thecity. Ithassofarledtothear-
restoftwohigh-profileactresses,
questioning of many from the
film world, as well as several
whoseclaimtofameisthrowing
high-profile parties, and allega-
tionsof political links.
None of the arrested has

beengrantedbail so far. Amidst
allegationsof rampantdruguse
roilingBollywoodandMumbai,
the Karnataka government has
been citing the action as “un-
precedented”andproofof itsre-
solve tocrackdownonthedrug
mafia.
However,thepolicehavenot

managed to make any fresh
seizuresofdrugsfromanyofthe
accused.
In November 2018, 1.5 kg of

cocaineand1,930Ecstasytablets
worthestimatedRs1.5crorehad
been seized after the arrest of

twoAfrican-origindealersanda
former software sector em-
ployee,PrateekShetty,30,theal-
leged pointsman for peddling
thedrugsatparties.
The August 2020 haul in-

volved the arrest of Anoop
Mohammed, Rijesh
Ravichandran from Kerala and
AnikhaDinesh fromBengaluru,
with allegedly 550 Ecstasy pills
and180LSDblotswortharound
Rs20lakhinthedrugmarket,by
the south zone unit of the
NarcoticsControlBureau(NCB).
The NCB had shared infor-

mationwith the Crime Branch
on the use of psychedelic drugs
at high-endparties. However, it
is the investigationsdone in the
2018 case -- especially the al-
leged supply network of Shetty
– that have led the police to the
recentarrests.
Thefirstpersonpickedupby

theCrimeBranch,soonafterthe
NCB haul, was B K Ravishankar,
37, an employee of the state re-
gional transport office who is
saidtobeaclosefriendofactress
Ragini Dwivedi. The police said
Ravishankarwasakeyinterme-
diary in the supply of drugs at
parties.

Ravishankar reportedly
named several people involved
in the supply and use of party
drugs. On September 4, the
Crime Branch filed a fresh case
naming 12 persons allegedly
mentioned by him, including
Dwivedi. “In the course of the
probe, a searchwas conducted
at the home of actress Ragini
Dwivedi. Preliminary investiga-
tions have shown involvement
in an international drug racket.
Effortsareontofindthemissing
links,” the police said after her
arrest.
In the fortnight since, eight

othershavebeenarrested,with
several, such as party organiser
VirenKhannaandbulliontrader
Vaibhav Jain, named in the
November2018caseaswell.
The police alleged that an

analysisofthemobilephoneand
communicationsofRavishankar
revealedhewas in touchwith a
Senegalese cocaine peddler
called Loom Pepper, right uptil
April.
BasedonRavishankar’sinter-

rogation,thepolicealsoarrested
businessmen Prashant Ranka
and Rahul Tonse, the latter said
to be an associate of actress

Sanjjanaa, as well as Sanjjanaa.
Aditya Alva, the businessman
son of formerminister Jeevaraj
Alvaandbrother-in-lawofactor
Vivek Oberoi, who is not in the
country, has beennamed in the
probe.Thepolicehavealsoques-
tionedactor-coupleDiganthand
AindritaRay.
“This is the first time in the

country that strong action has
been taken against drug use.
Drugs are causing harm to stu-
dentsandtheyouth,”Karnataka
CMBSYediyurappahasstated.
“Wewillget totherootof the

drug trade in the city. All aspects
willbeknownwhenchargesheets
arefiledinthesecases,”Bengaluru
PoliceCommissionerKamalPant
hassaid.
However,withnoseizuresof

drugsfromtheaccused,experts
have raised doubts whether
cases against themwill lead to
convictions.“Onthefaceof itthe
cases may be sensational, but
without seizures or evidence of
consumption of drugs, these
casesmay not stand scrutiny in
an NDPS (Narcotic Drugs and
PsychotropicSubstances)court,”
saidaseniorlawyerdealingwith
suchcases inBengalurucourts.

Thechargesaretobenominaland willbeapplicable in
10-15percentof the7,000railwaystations. File

SHAJUPHILIP
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EVENASKeralaHigherEducation
Minister K T Jaleel was ques-
tionedbytheNIAonThursdayin
connectionwith the probe into
the gold smuggling case and
OppositionCongressandBJPkept
uptheirdemandsforhisresigna-
tion,theprotestslookssettobea
tightropewalk for theCongress-
ledUDF,whichhashighstakesin
theminorityvote-bank.
Kerala is due for Assembly

pollsnextyear,andJaleelhasin-
dicated that he is being hunted
for having accepted religious
textsmeant fordistribution.
TheNIAquestionedJaleelfor

severalhoursinconnectionwith
thegoldsmugglingcaseandhis
allegedlinkswitharrestedprime
accused Swapna Suresh, a for-
mer executive secretary at UAE

consulate, and other accused.
TheNIAhas invokedanti-terror
lawUAPAinthesmugglingcase.
Multiple agencies are prob-

ingwhether Jaleel, also thestate
MinorityWelfareMinister, vio-
latedprotocolwhiledealingwith
a foreignmission. According to
investigators, theminister had
accepted packets of the Quran
and food kits directly from the
consulate and ferried the con-
signment to his constituency –
Thavannur, inMalappuramdis-

trict– inagovernmentvehicle.
AlthoughJaleelhasadmitted

thathehadacceptedthereligious
texts from the consulate, the in-
vestigatingagenciesaretryingto
ascertainwhether any contra-
bandwas smuggled under the
guise of religious books. The
Opposition has questioned im-
proprietyofaministertakingini-
tiative in distributing religious
textstohiscommunitymembers.
Opposition protests against

the LDF government has inten-
sified after the ED had ques-
tioned Jaleel lastweek.
But the minister looked to

turn the tables on Congress ally
Indian Union Muslim League
(IUML),sayingthatheisreadyto
send back packets of the Quran
if IUMLchiefPanakkadHyderali
ShihabThangalwants themnot
to be distributed. The IUML, he
asserted,shoulddojusticetothe
word“Muslim” in itsname.
OnThursday,Jaleelcontinued

to harp on the same point: “If
PanakkadThangal saysdistribu-
tionoftheQuranisnotrequired,I
amready to sendback thepack-
ets.AreIUMLleadersreadytotake
up that challenge after placing
their hands on theHolyQuran?
Truthwilleventuallywin.”
Addressing the media on

Thursday,ChiefMinisterPinarayi
Vijayan repeatedhis support for
Jaleel:“HeacceptedtheQuranasa
minister who handles the
Minoritiesdepartment.Howcan
people complainagainst accept-
ing the Quran?We can under-
standCongressandBJPcomplain-
ing,butonwhatbasisisIUMLand
its leaders joining hands on the
Quran issueandattacking Jaleel?
Hehasnotcommittedanycrime.”
Thepro-CPI(M)SunniMuslim

faction, led byKanthapuramAP
AboobakerMusliyar,hasalsoex-
tendedsupporttoJaleel.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

KeralaministerK T Jaleel

BASHAARATMASOOD
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ACIVILIANwaskilledalongwith
threeHizbulMujahideenmili-
tants in a pre-dawngunfight in
Srinagar on Thursday,with the
victim'ssonclaimingthatsecurity
forceshadfiredontheirvehicle.
Officialsmaintainedthatthe

45-year-old woman died in
“crossfire” during the gunfight,
whichalsoleftaCRPFcomman-
dant injured.
“Onaspecificinputregarding

presence of terrorists in
BatamalooareaofSrinagar,ajoint
cordon-and-search operation
was launchedby Srinagar Police

andCRPFinthesaidarea,”thepo-
lice said in a statement. “During
thesearchoperation,asthepres-
enceof terroristsgotascertained
theywere given opportunity to
surrender,howevertheyfiredin-
discriminately upon the joint
searchparty,whichwasretaliated
leadingtoanencounter.Intheini-
tial indiscriminate firing by the
terrorists,Dy.CommandantCRPF
Shri Rahul Mathur and a lady
identified asKounsar Jan got se-
riously injured.”
Police said thewoman died

instantlywhiletheinjuredCRPF
officerwas takentoahospital.
Thewoman’s son,whowas

accompanyingherwhenshewas
shot, claimed that the forces

opened “a burst of fire on their
car”.“Weweretravellinginthecar
at around 4 amwhenwe sawa
huge presence of forces. My
mother askedme to take a turn
and return,” he said. “As we
started toheadbackhome, they
openedaburstof fire.”
The gunfight and woman's

death sparked protests in the
area,withyouthspeltingstones
at security forces.
Themilitantswere identified

as ZakirAhmadPaul of Shopian,
Ubair Mushtaq Bhat of
Badragund, Kulgam and Adil
Hussain Bhat of Chersoo,
Awantipora.“Theywereaffiliated
with proscribed terror outfit
HM...,”thepolicestatementsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED) on Thursday filed a prose-
cution complaint against
Bilquies Shah, wife of Kashmiri
separatist leader Shabir Ahmed
Shah, in connection with a
money laundering case. The
agency alleged that Bilquies re-
ceived part of funds routed to
Shabir Shahbyanalleged Jaish-
e-Mohammedoperative.
“Shabir Shahhasbeen found

tobecarryingout illicitactivities
alongwithhisaccompliceMohd
AslamWani,whoisanactivistof
bannedmilitantorganisationJeM
(Jaish-e-Mohammad). Hewas
usingAslamWaniasacarrierfor
collectinghawalamoneysentby
hisPakistanbasedoutfitsthrough
hawala operators to deliver the
same to himandhiswife...,” the
EDsaidinastatement.
Theagencyearlierfiledapros-

ecutioncomplaintagainstShahin
the same case. It had attached
“property, locatedinposhareaof
Srinagar, belonging to Shabir
Ahmad Shah being held in the
nameofhiswifeanddaughters”.
“Investigation under PMLA

revealedthatShabirShah,with-
outhavinganylegitimatesources
of income, had receivedmoney
for carryingout separatist activ-
itiesinJ&Kandhadacquiredvar-
ious properties through amaze
ofdubioustransactions.Bilquies
Shahw/oShabirShahhasalsore-
ceived illegitimatemoney from
Mohd. AslamWani (carrier of
Shabir Shah) on various occa-
sions,” theEDsaid.
Inanearlierconversationwith

The Indian Express, Bilquies had
deniedtheallegationsandsaidED
had not found any evidence
againstherhusbandorherself.
Shah is currently in jail in

connectionwith anNIA case of
terror funding.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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PDPLEADERand formerminis-
ter NaeemAkhtar has been re-
leased fromhousedetention.
“After 407days of detention

am informed that I am free to
moveabout.Thankyourulersfor
small mercies while you inflict

larger tragedies on our land,”
Akhtar tweetedonThursday.
A close aide of PDP chief and

former CMMehbooba Mufti,
AkhtarwasarrestedonAugust5,

2019,when theCentre scrapped
special status to Jammu and
Kashmirandbifurcatedthestate
into twoUnion territories.While
hewas first detainedunderpre-
ventive custody, hewas subse-
quentlybookedunder thePublic
Safety Act in February this year.
Akhtarwas released in June this
year,butwasnotallowedtomove
outofhishouse.
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INDIAN RAILWAYS will soon
start levying a “user fee” as part
of train fares for stations that
havebeenredevelopedandma-
jor stationswith high footfall in
ordertogeneraterevenuetopro-
vide better facilities for passen-
gers,RailwayBoardChairmanV
KYadavsaidonThursday.
Yadavsaidthechargeswould

benominal,andapplicablein10-
15 per cent of the 7,000 railway
stations.
“Wewill keep a very small

amount for theuser charge.We
will issue a notification for the
user charge for all stations, in-
cludingthosebeingredeveloped
andthosethatarenot.Whenre-
development of the stations is
completed,themoneywillgoto
theconcessionaires,tillthenthat
moneywillgototherailwaysfor
improving facilities across sta-
tions. It will be an affordable
amount, but it is important to
levyifwewanttoprovideworld-
classfacilitiessimilartoairports.
Wewant toupgradeallourma-
jorrailwaystations,”Yadavsaid.
“Wewillnot levy itacrossall

our7,000 stations, but allmajor
stationswhere passenger foot-
fall is increasing over the next
five years. It will be done in 10-
15 per cent of all our stations
wherewe expect footfall to in-
crease,”headded.
The statement comes in the

backdropofconcernsraisedover

potential rise inpricesof tickets
with private entities being al-
lowed to run trains. Yadav said
that faresof IndianRailwaysare
highly subsidised and there is a
plan to“rationalise” them.
“I believe that competency

will ensure that eventually the
prices of both passenger and
freightfareswilldecreaseindue
course,” said NITI Aayog CEO
AmitabhKant.
Railways plans to redevelop

50 stations, and monetise its
land.Theredevelopedhubswill
be called ‘Railopolis’, according
toRailways. Itwill leasetheland
out for 60 years for commercial
purposes.
“Wewant Railways to drive

India’sgrowthstory.Incountries
like Japan and South Korea the
growthstorywasalsodrivenby
railway infrastructure. We are
confident that going forward
Railwayswillcontribute1-2per
cent towards India’s growth,”
Kant said.
The Indian Railway Station

RedevelopmentCorporationLtd
(IRSDC), the implementing
agencyof thestationredevelop-
ment project, earlier handed
over two railway stations --
Habibganj in Madhya Pradesh
andGandhinagarinGujarat--to
privateparties fordevelopment
under public-private partner-
ship plans to complete both by
December2020.
While 94.05 per cent civil

workiscompleteatGandhina-gar
station,theprojectatHabibganjis
90percentcomplete.

Rlys to include ‘user
fee’ in train fares for
redeveloped stations
with high footfall

As NIA questions Jaleel and Kerala CM backs
him, UDF walks tightrope over minority votes

Celebs, parties: Bengaluru
Policedependonolddrughauls

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,SEPTEMBER17

THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad-
ministrationhasorderedamag-
isterial inquiry into the alleged
custodialdeathof a23-year-old
man inSopore.
BaramullaDistrictMagistrate

G N Itoo appointed Baramulla
Additional District Magistrate
Mohd AhsanMir as the inquiry
officer andaskedhimtosubmit
the reportwithin20days.
“Whereasallegationsarelev-

elled against Sopore police for
custodial killing of the subject
(Irfan Ahmad Dar)... Whereas
therewashugeoutcryinSopore
andeven itwasreported inme-
diathatthedeceasedwaspicked

up by Sopore police... Whereas
to find out the truth, it has be-
come expedient to Institute
magisterial inquiryintotheinci-
dent,” the inquiryorder read.
Dar’s death had sparked

protests in Kashmir, and politi-
calpartieshaddemandedaction
in thematter.
The police said that Dar, a

militantovergroundworker,was
arrested on Tuesday afternoon
andtwohandgrenadeswerere-
coveredfromhim.Theysaidthat
heescapedfromcustodyandhis
bodywas found later.
However, his family alleged

itwas “murder in custody”. The
family also rejected the police
claim that Dar was a militant
overgroundworkeror thatany-
thingwas recovered fromhim.

Security forcesnear theencountersite inSrinagar. ShuaibMasoodi

Magisterial probe ordered
into Sopore ‘custody death’

Naeem
Akhtar

PDP leader released from house detention

MONEYLAUNDERING

ED files
prosecution
complaint
against separatist
leader’s wife

Civilian, three Hizb militants
killed in Srinagar encounter
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DATA INSECURITY
Committeetoexaminedigitalsurveillanceisawelcomefirststep.A

robustpersonaldataprotectionframeworkisneeded

F OLLOWINGANINVESTIGATIONbyThe IndianExpresswhichrevealedhowa
Shenzhen-based big data firm, with links to the Chinese government, was
systematically tracking over 10,000 prominent Indian citizens, the govern-
ment, onWednesday, setupanexpert committeeunder theNationalCyber

Security Coordinator to examine the revelations and the broader implications of digi-
talsurveillanceontheprivacyandpersonaldataof Indiancitizens.Consideringthatthe
concernsoverdatasecuritythat lieat theheartof this investigationarealso in linewith
apprehensionsthat ledtothe Indiangovernment’sdecisiontobanChineseapps, this is
awelcomedevelopment.Theseissuesneedtobeaddressed.However,thisisnotaspecif-
ically Indianconcern.USPresidentDonaldTrump’s stanceonTikTokunderlinesgrow-
ingconcernsacrosstheworld,especially inthefaceofanincreasinglyaggressiveChina,
overpersonaldatabeingcompromisedandfindingitswayintojurisdictionsoverwhich
there isnocontrol.
At thecoreof these revelations is theworry that inan increasinglydigitalworld, large

quantities of seemingly unrelated, innocuous data can be amassed, pieced together, and
thendeployedforotherpurposes,withtheindividualconcernedhavinglittleornosayover
theflowof information.Whilesomemayraisequestionsovertheusabilityof thedata,the
chancesof “actionable intelligence”risemanifoldasthequantumofdatacollectedmulti-
plies. The sheer scale, both in termsofwidthanddepth, atwhich the targeted trackingof
Indian citizens is being undertaken— frompoliticians, to bureaucrats, industrialists and
civilsociety—alludestothepossibilityofthisthreatmaterialising.Inaliberalopendemoc-
racy,suchconcernsshouldbearticulatedandaddressedinatransparentmanner.Thenec-
essaryregulationtoprotect individualrightscanbeframedafterconsultingall stakehold-
ersandaccountabilitymustbeassigned.
WhiletheissuehasbeenraisedwithBeijing, thegovernmentmust frameastrategyto

dealwiththeissueofdatasurveillanceatmultiplelevels.Tobeginwith,normsofcyberhy-
giene—enforcingstrictprotocolsonwhatinformationkeygovernmentfunctionariescan
shareonsocialmediaplatforms—couldbeenforced.Careful thoughtmustgo intobuild-
ing the institutional capacity required to pre-empt disinformation campaignswhich the
collected informationcouldbedeployed for.After all, thehybridwarfare strategy that in-
corporates thisdata seeks todo just that, to create socialdiscord,discredit leadershipand
undermineinstitutions.Equallyurgentisthetaskofputtinginplacearobustpersonaldata
protectionframeworkwithexplicitprovisionsforseekingconsentondatasharingandfor
examiningandmonitoringflowof informationtothirdparties.

OUT AND EQUAL
Inayoungdemocracy,topitso-calledeternalvaluesagainst
individual libertiesdoesdisservicetobothsocietyandlaw

T WOYEARSAGO, theSupremeCourt struckdownacolonial-era law thathad
madehomosexualityacriminaloffenceinIndia—thejudgmentexpandedthe
ideaofconstitutionalfreedomandequalityinasubstantialway.Itisdisappoint-
ing,then,thatthesolicitor-generalofIndiachosetoopposeapublicinterestlit-

igation in theDelhiHighCourt seeking the registrationof same-sexmarriagesunder the
HinduMarriageAct,1955inthenameof“ourlaw,legalsystem,societyandvalues”.
Inayoungnationandaconstitutionaldemocracy,topitso-calledunchanging,eternal“val-

ues”againstthelibertiesofacitizendoesdisservicetobothsocietyandlaw—bothofwhich
arecapableofembracingchange.Oneneedsonlytolookbackatthedecades-longmobilisa-
tionofideas,experiencesandprotests—outsidethecourtroom—thatresultedinthedecrim-
inalisationofhomosexualitytoseethislongjourney.Avibrantcivilrightsmovement, itsuc-
ceededinpushingabigswatheofIndiansocietytowardsacceptanceofqueeridentities.Before
theBritishhadimposedanarrowVictorianframeworkofsexualityonthesubcontinent,ho-
mosexualityhadexistedandbeenacknowledgedasamodeofbeing—asisevidentfromre-
ligioustextsandsculptures—evenif itwasnotcelebratedinthemainstream.Overtheyears,
adeepeningof democracyandsimilarmovementshavepushed Indian laws towards such
change,fromawoman’srighttoinheritpropertytotherighttoberecognisedasguardiansof
their children. The solicitor-general’s argument that the2018SupremeCourt judgment
“merely”decriminaliseshomosexuallife—“nothingmore,nothingless”—isanarrowread-
ingofthatlandmarkdecision.Inoff-the-cuffremarks,healsoarguedthatstatutoryprovisions
of the lawcannotrecogniseasame-sexunion,giventhatsuchamarriagemakestraditional
rolesredundant.Incasesofdomesticviolence,heasked,“Whowillbetreatedasawife?”But
lawssuchastheProtectionofWomenfromDomesticViolenceAct,2005accordprotectionto
live-inpartners,irrespectiveoftheirmaritalstatus.Thereisnoreasontobelievethatgovern-
ment,civilsocietyandthecourtscannotun-knotlegaltangles,ifany.
Theymust, in fact,domoreandownuptotheradicalpromiseof theSCruling:What is

no longercriminaldeserves thespace to flowerandshape itsowndestiny.Marriage is en-
twinedwithemotionalaswell asmaterial realities.All individuals, straightorqueer,being
equalintheeyesoftheConstitution,itisonlynaturalthatthequeercommunitywilldemand
suchalegalrecognition.Toreachthateventualgoal,awiderconversationisneeded.

OPEN BOOK
Byholdingupfirst-timewriters, indiepublishers,diversevoices,

Bookershortlistmirrorsamomentofculturalchange

T HE SHORTLIST FOR this year’s Booker Prize takes off fromwhere it signed
off last year,when it awarded the Prize to two contenders for the first time
sinceitsinceptionin1969.Thisyear,onceagain,ithasthrownconventionout
of thewindowandopenedupAnglophone literature toaworldof possibil-

itiesthatthriveoutsideof thepublishingindustry’smostfavouredcombinationofwhite,
male, middle-class heterosexual experiences. Of the six shortlisted books this year, as
many as four— Burnt Sugar by Indian-originwriter Avni Doshi, The NewWilderness by
Diane Cook, Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stuart and Real Life by Brandon Taylor — are first
novels;fourof theshortlistedwritersarewomen;fourarepersonsofcolour.Fromracism
to climate change, from the unsung Ethiopianwomen soldiers of the 1935 Abyssinian
crisis to adifficultmother-daughter relationship, further complicatedbydementia, the
shortlistoffersauniqueglimpse into the interior, political andsocial livesof thoseoften
under-represented inmainstreamliterature.
Diversityinpublishingalsorestswiththosemakingcriticaldecisionsaboutwhotopub-

lishandwhattoaward.Thelastyearhasbeenoneoftentativehope.IntheUS,severallead-
ingpublishinghouseshavemadeprogressivechangesinmanagement;intheUK,anorgan-
isationcalledBlackWriters’Guildhasbeenformedtomonitordiversityinpublishing.The
five-memberBookerjurythisyearisrepresentative,too.Itincludesaward-winningBritish
poetandplaywrightofEthiopianorigin,LemnSissay,academicEmilyWilsonandthewriter
andfirstblackwomanpublisherintheUK,MargaretBusby,whoisalsothechairofthejury.
Whensheannounced the longlist in July, Busbyhad remarked that itwas represen-

tativeof“amomentofculturalchange”.Intakingtheonusuponitself toholdupfirst-time
writers, indie publishers and a diverse range of voices, the shortlist has taken another
step towardsan inclusive future for literature’smostpopular form.

Pandemic and federalism

Srinivas Chokkakula

Badri Narayan

ResponsetoCovid-19showscarvingoutrolesthrough
consensuscanaddresschallengestofederalgovernance

A FRAGMENTED VOTE
DalitassertionandpoliticsisdependentondominantpartiesinBihar

INDIA’S RESPONSE TO the COVID-19 pan-
demic—still amoving targethaving infected
morethan5millionpeopleinthecountryand
claimedinexcessof80,000lives—reflectsthe
power, problemsandpotential of federalism
inthecountry’spolity.Inspiteoftheratheruni-
lateralresponseintermsofimposinganation-
wide lockdown, theCentre eventually chose
toworkcarefullywiththestates.And,themost
cynicalofthechiefministersprofessedwork-
ingwith the Centre andother states to deal
withavarietyofchallengesposedbythepan-
demic.Inthepastfewmonths,thecountryhas
witnessedaninterestingandremarkablycoor-
dinatedeffort by theCentre and states in ad-
dressinga collective challenge. This exigency
responsewill help us a great deal in under-
standing Centre-state relations aswell as in
improvingmechanismsoffederalgovernance.
Theexperienceoffersanopportunitytore-

visit the recentdebatearound the federalor-
ganisationofpowersundertheConstitution’s
SeventhSchedule.Ithasbeenarguedthatsuch
organisationofpowersisnotcastinstoneand
thearrangementrequiresareview.Suchanex-
erciseisindeednecessary,butwhatshouldbe
its broad contours?The reviewshould allow
the carvingoutof the rolesof theCentre and
states to address hitherto disregarded and
emergingconcerns—aviralpandemicorcli-
matechange,forinstance.
In one of his columns in this newspaper,

BibekDebroyarguedfortheneedtore-exam-
ine the distribution of powers under the
Seventh Schedule so as to rationalise the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSSs) under
which theCentre extends support in sectors
pertainingtotheStateList(‘Spendingissues’,
IE, September 12, 2019). Why should the
Centre spend, Debroy asked, on a state sub-
ject like health andwhy couldn’t states con-
tributetoaUnionsubjectlikedefence?Hisar-
gument sparked a debate. Also, in this
newspaper (‘Leaning on the states’, IE,
September24,2019),MGovindaRaoargued
that defence is a “national public good” and
hastobeaUnionsubject.“Theconstitutional
assignmentsbetweentheCentreandsubna-
tional governments in federations,” Rao
pointedout,“aredonebroadlyonthebasisof
theirrespectivecomparativeadvantage”.That
iswhy“theprovisionofnationalpublicgoods

is in the federal domain and thosewith the
state-levelpublicservicespanareassignedto
thestates”.Thedebateseemstohavesettled
onat leastthreecounts.
One,thefederalorganisationofpowerscan

berevisitedandreframed.Two,theCSSsmust
continuebut they shouldbe restructured. In
additiontotheschemes’rationaleofreducing
thehorizontalandverticalimbalancesamong
states, theCentre is also obligated to address
theexternalitiesof thestates’developmental
efforts under the subjects allocated to them.
Three,thereisaneedforanappropriateforum
todiscussthecomplexandcontentious issue
of reviewing federal organisation of powers
andrestructuringofcentraltransfers.
Shouldsuchareviewchopandchangethe

subjects in theUnion, State andConcurrent
Lists?Aperusal of the country’s response to
the COVID-19 indicates that the exercise be
guidedbyamorenuancedperspective.
Consider themanner and the content of

reconciliationandrepositioningbetweenthe
Centreandstatesinthecourseoftheresponse
tothepandemic.TheCentre’seffortsarenow
primarily focusedonachievingeconomiesof
scaleinvaccineprocurement,knowledgepro-
duction for setting standards andguidelines
forthestates,andmitigatinginter-stateexter-
nalities.Statescontinuetoplaythedominant
roleintheexecutionof theactualresponseto
thehealthcrisis.Inotherwords,thefundamen-
tal principles of comparative advantagepre-
vailed,buttheywereorganisedonthebasisof
certainfunctionalrolesandresponses.
So, here is the key takeaway. In spite of

health being a state subject, the response to
collectivethreatslinkedtothesubjectrequired
somekindoforganisationoffederalresponsi-
bilitiesonafunctionalbasis.
Howcan such coordinationbe sustained

ona long-termbasis?Atypical response is to
recommend shifting subjects to the
ConcurrentListtoenableanactiveroleforthe
Centre.ThisishowtheHigh-LevelGroup,con-
stitutedbythe15thFinanceCommission,rec-
ommended shiftinghealth fromtheState to
theConcurrent List. A similar recommenda-
tionwasmade earlier by theAshokChawla
Committeeforwater.
But is such shifting of subjects from the

StatetoConcurrentListreallyfeasibleinthese

timesofacutesub-nationalism,deepterrito-
rialisationandcompetitive federalism?Will
the aspired cooperative federalism get the
statestoagreetocedingpowersandconced-
ing space, particularly in their traditionally
exclusivedomains?Thatseemsunlikely.Yet,
themostcollectivethreatsandthechallenges
ofcopingwithemergingrisksofsustainabil-
ityare linked toeither theStateList subjects
or the ones that rely on actions by states—
water,agriculture,biodiversity,pollution,cli-
matechange.Someof thesealsorequireen-
suring sustainability of common pool re-
sources—water, forexample.
This extended role of ensuring security

against threats to sustainability of resources
forms a new layer of considerations. This
shoulddefine the contours of a coordinated
responsebetweentheCentreandStates—as
ithappenedduringthepandemic.Infact,such
threatsandchallengesrequirethestatestoplay
adominantrole.Atthesametime,theCentre
mustexpanditsrolebeyondthemitigationof
inter-stateexternalitiesandaddressthechal-
lengesofsecurityandsustainability.
TheGSTreformsisthemostrecentinstance

ofsuchreworkingoftheCentre-staterolesfor
agreaterandcollectivegoal. It involvedator-
tuous,butanewconsensusbuildingapproach
to implement the reforms. Former Finance
MinisterArunJaitley,whospearheadeditsim-
plementation,suggestedasimilarconsensus-
buildingforsectorslikehealth,ruraldevelop-
mentandagriculture.Thecountry’sresponse
to thepandemichas shown that carvingout
rolesthroughconsensuscanaddressnewchal-
lengestofederalgovernance.
Whatshouldbeanappropriate forumfor

this purpose? The experience of the GST
Councilmayhelp here aswell. The ongoing
frictionbetweentheCentreandthestatesover
GST reforms tells us that consensus-building
isnotaone-timeexercise. Ithas toallowsus-
taineddialogue anddeliberation. Is there an
institutionalspacethatoffersthenecessaryre-
silience and credibility? Perhaps it is time to
revisit the proposal for an elevated andem-
poweredInter-StateCouncil.

Thewriter isMoJSResearchChair—Water
ConflictsandGovernanceCentre forPolicy
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DALIT POLITICS in Bihar hasmainly been a
politicsofnegotiationfora“gooddeal”from
mainstreampoliticalparties.The“gooddeal”
meant a good bargain from the parties, ei-
ther in office or in the opposition, in terms
of seats in a pre-poll alliance, and share in
the government. In return, the transfer of
casteandcommunityvoteswaspromised.
This politics of negotiation in Bihar pro-

ceededfromtheperiodthatKanshiRamdi-
agnosedasthechamchaageofDalitpolitics.
In the post-Independence decades, Dalit
leaders in theCongressandJanataPartygot
to sharepoweras representativesof a caste
or community. Dalit leaders such as Bhola
Paswan Shastri and Ram Sundar Das rose
fromthegrass roots tobecomechiefminis-
ters inBihar.BothShastri andDasbelonged
tomainstreamnationalparties.
However, Dalit politicians, who were

working innational parties, started to form
caste-based parties after the 1980s. The
phase of social justice politics in Bihar gave
theseleadersthecapacityandspacetofloat
their outfits and, thereby, negotiate better
bargains with bigger parties. For instance,
RamVilasPaswan,whowasaleadingfigure
in the anti-Emergencymovement and the
Janata, founded his own party — the Lok
JanshaktiParty—in2000.AsMahadalitpol-
itics found resonance in recent years, lead-
ers like Jitan RamManjhi, amember of the
mostmarginalisedMusaharcaste,splitfrom
the Janata Dal (United) to form the
Hindustani AwamMorcha. However, these
partieshavenotshownanyallegiancetoide-

ology— they have effortlesslymoved from
theNDAtoUPAandviceversatobargainfor
a better share of seats orministerial berths.
Never have these parties left an alliance or
joined one onmatters of Dalit empower-
mentoremancipation.
Unlike in UP, Dalit politics in Bihar con-

tinue to be dependent onmainstreampar-
ties.TheAmbedkariteradicalconsciousness
is weaker in the Dalit politics of Bihar and
Dalit assertion at the grass roots continues
tobeweak. TheNaxalitemovement,which
attracted a large number of landless peas-
ants,wasthevehicleofDalitassertiontillthe
1980s,but theriseof casteandsocial justice
politics led to itsmarginalisation. The new
middle- andupper-classDalitswedded the
sloganof social justicewithreservationand
employment. This too weakened the
Naxalite and communist mobilisations,
whichwere focussedonthe issueof land.
Another feature of Dalit politics inBihar

isthatonlythenumericallystrongergroups
among the 22Dalit castes have become in-
fluencers inpolitics.Theyalonemanagedto
get representation in government. Dalits
constitute about 16 per cent of the state’s
population. But only the Dusadh, Chamar,
Dhobi,Mushaharcommunitiesarevisiblein
power politics. The Dusadhs account for 5-
6percentof thetotalpopulationof thestate
andmakeup37per cent of theDalit popu-
lation. Chamars are around 6-7 per cent of
thestatepopulationandform39percentof
the total Dalit population. TheMahadalit
castes(19castes)togetherarearound4-5per

cent of the state population and are 24 per
centof theDalits.Musahar,thelargestpolit-
ically-mobilisedMahadalit caste, gained a
voice during the Lalu Prasad years. Other
Mahadalit castesarenumerically small and
yet to findvisibility inelectoralpolitics.
Most of the Dalit leaders of Bihar com-

mand support of only their caste and sub-
castemembers. Leaders such as RamVilas
Paswan,ShyamRajakandJitanRamManjhi
claim that they can transfer votes of their
caste. Recently, Rajak, industryminister in
theNitishKumargovernment,joinedtheRJD
whileManjhihasmovedawayfromtheUPA.
Chirag Paswan is putting pressure on the
NDAleadershipformoreseatsintheupcom-
ing assembly election. However, previous
pollresultsindicatethattheseleaderscannot
transfermorethan40percentofcastevotes.
Athispeak,RamVilasPaswancommanded
50 per cent. If these leaders still command
political traction, it is because theyhelp the
alliance project the perception that it sup-
ports thesocial justiceagenda.
Theseleadershavealsofailedtodissem-

inatedemocraticidealswithintheircommu-
nitiesandbehavelikefeudalleaders,almost
copiesof leadersofdominantcommunities
and parties. Their failure in creating eman-
cipatoryconditionsformarginalcommuni-
ties has led to the fragmentation of Dalit
votes,which in turnhasweakenedDalit as-
sertion inBihar.
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One, the federal organisation
of powers can be revisited
and reframed. Two, the CSSs
must continue but they
should be restructured. In
addition to the schemes’
rationale of reducing the
horizontal and vertical
imbalances among states, the
Centre is also obligated to
address the externalities of
the states’ developmental
efforts under the subjects
allocated to them. Three,
there is a need for an
appropriate forum to discuss
the complex and contentious
issue of reviewing federal
organisation of powers and
restructuring of central
transfers.
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Ourmovements and feelings are constantly

monitored, because surveillance is the business
modelof thedigital age.— KATHARINE VINERTHEEDITORIALPAGE

ASSAM TALKS BEGIN
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE Union gov-
ernment and the Assam leaders seem to
havenarroweddownsomewhat following
two informal meetings in New Delhi be-
tweenHomeMinisterGiani Zail Singhand
leadersof theAllAssamStudentsUnionand
the All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad.
There appeared to be agreement on both
sides that thework on identifying foreign-
ers should begin. Deportation and its
modalitiescouldbeworkedout later.While
aHomeMinistrysourcedescribedtheatti-
tude of student leaders as helpful, the stu-
dentsandtheGanaSangramParishadmen

expressed the hope that these talkswould
lead to a solution.

EXCISE OR SALES TAX?
VANASPATIANDLIFE-SAVINGdrugsarebe-
ingbroughtunderadditionalexciseduty.A
committeeofchiefministerswillgointothe
questionof addingother items to the list of
additional excise duty. The Centre will ask
theLawCommissiontoundertakethedraft-
ing of a model sales tax law for being
adopted by all states to bring about unifor-
mity in the laws. Union FinanceMinister R
Venkataraman said a bill on the new levy
will be introduced inParliament.

KERALA WOOS INDUSTRY
THEMARXIST-LEDKERALAgovernmentisas-
siduouslywooingbigindustrialists.TheChief
MinisterEKNayanarhadtalkswithrepresen-
tatives of Birla firms. The CM and his col-
leagueswill attend a conference of industri-
alists inBombayonSeptember29.

DEATH FOR DISSIDENT
AMILITARY COURTmartial sentenced the
SouthKoreandissidentleaderKimDaeJungto
deathonchargesofplottingtooverthrowthe
government. The court also found 33 of his
followersguiltyandsentencedthemforterms
rangingfromtwoto30years.

SEPTEMBER 18, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

Unlike in UP, Dalit politics
in Bihar continue to be
dependent on mainstream
parties. The Ambedkarite
radical consciousness is
weaker in the Dalit politics
of Bihar and Dalit assertion
at the grass roots continues
to be weak. The Naxalite
movement, which attracted a
large number of landless
peasants, was the vehicle of
Dalit assertion till the 1980s,
but the rise of caste and
social justice politics led to
its marginalisation. The new
middle- and upper-class
Dalits wedded the slogan of
social justice with
reservation and
employment.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
The judiciary plays a critical role and it too has a responsibility to reform its
own house that continues to be burdened with delays and many other
ailments. — DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE
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Regulation and accreditation
now constitute the official
diction of public policy in
higher education. The newly
announced policy in
education underlines the role
of digital resources in these
spheres. It says that the apex
regulatory body in higher
education will ‘use
technology to reduce human
interface to ensure efficiency
and transparency’. As if this
is not clear enough, the next
sentence says that the
‘underlying principle will be
that of a faceless and
transparent regulatory
intervention using
technology’.

Faith in the machine Movement and
themask

THEPRESENTdoesnothavetheluxuryofthe
future to dispassionately probe historical
facts and events, fromadistance. One can
ask: Is nine years long enough time to
analyse,fromahistoricalperspective,topass
judgementontheAnnaHazaremovement?
ThisquestionarisesatatimewhenPrashant
Bhushanhasrevivedanolddebateinanin-
terviewwithRajdeepSardesai.
Bhushanhas said that theAnnamove-

mentwasproppedupbytheRSSandArvind
Kejriwalmighthaveknownaboutit.Thisal-
legation—thattheRSSwasbehindtheAnna
movement— is not new. It was a charge
madebythethenCongressgovernment,left
intellectuals anda sectionof liberals.What
isnewisthattheassertioncomesfromacore
memberof themovement.
The controversywas ignited by three

things.One,thepresenceoftwoRSSleaders
onthestageatJantarMantar,onDayOneof
the“anshan”(hungerstrike); two,apicture
ofMother India in thebackdrop;andthree,
raisingofsloganslike“BharatMatakijai”and
“VandeMataram”byleadersandvolunteers.
TheRSSleaderswereaskedtoleavethestage
butthepictureof “Mother India”—usedby
theRSSanditsaffiliates intheirfunctions—
continuedtobethere.
ArundhatiRoy, inan interviewonCNN-

IBN, said, “You first usedapictureof Bharat
MataandthenapictureofGandhi.Youhad
peoplewhowere openlymembers of the
Manuvadi agitation. So, youhavea cocktail
ofdangerousthings.”HistorianRamachandra
Guhawrote, “Thematerials of history thus
suggestthattheparallelbetweenJPandAnna
islesscomfortingthanwesuppose.Thefront
organisations of Jan Sangh’s successor, BJP,
arenowplayingamuchactive role in ‘India
againstCorruption’.”
AttackfromtheCongresswasmorevi-

cious, Digvijaya Singh leading the pack:
“AnnaandRamdevwerethemasksof the
RSS”, he said.When asked in a press con-
ference if hewasa front for theRSS,Anna
said “such people should be sent to a lu-
natic asylum”. Butwhat complicated the
matter forAnnaandhis teamwas thean-
nouncementof supporttothemovement
by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat, on the eve
of Anna’s August 15 indefinite hunger
strike atRamlilaGround.
Thiscontroversydiddamagethemove-

ment.ItcreateduneaseintheMuslimcom-
munity.ShahiImamBukhariattackedAnna’s
anshan though the Imam of Fatehpuri
Mosque,MuftiMukarram,was supportive.
TheMuslimPersonalLawBoardalsodidnot
supportBukhaributdidnotopenlysidewith
theagitationeither.TheDeoband,too,main-
tainedadistance.AfewMuslimswereasked
tobepresentonstageinRamlilaGroundand
rozawasalsobrokenby them in full public
view.Thissymbolismwasafarce.
ThereisnodenyingthatRSSswayamse-

waksinlargenumberwerepresentatJantar
Mantar and at RamlilaGround.Manyhad
volunteered for themanagement of the
crowdandotherfunctions.Theyranlangars
tofeedthecrowdandcontributedmoney.A
few later joined theAamAadmi Party, be-
cameoffice-bearers,contestedelectionsand
becameMLAs.Theydidnotdisconnecttheir
relationshipwith theRSS; they continued
payingtheannualGuruDakshinawhichisa
sacred function foranRSSvolunteer, topay
obeisancetotheorganisationandideology.
Unlikeotherorganisations,theRSSdoes

notdissociatefromitsmemberswhenthey
join other organisations. In fact, at times,
they encourage it. During the Janata gov-
ernment, themembership of the RSS by
old Jan Sangh leaders became a con-
tentious issue and one of the reasons for
the fall of theMorarji government.
So, I don’t deny the possibility that the

AnnamovementwasinfiltratedbytheRSSto
exploit it todiscredit theManmohanSingh
Government and theCongress. It is similar
towhatBalasahebDeorasdidin1973when
heinstructedtheJanSanghleaderstowhip
up sentiments against IndiraGandhi. But I
do not believe the Annamovementwas
proppedupbytheRSS. If Bhushanbelieves
that itwas theRSS that coined the ideaof a
movement against corruption, organised it
andmade it successful, and Kejriwal and
Annaweremereprops, thenwithgreathu-
mility, Ibegtodifferwithhim.
During themovement, I never felt that

AnnaandKejriwalwere tilting towards the
RSS. Even later, in AAP, Kejriwal never dis-
played any sympathy for the RSS and
Hindutva.Inconversationswithmehecan-
didlyadmittedthat theRSSandModiwere
dangerousforthecountry.Ihaveneverfound
himindulginginMuslimbashingoranti-mi-
norityism.ItistruethatpeoplelikeKiranBedi
andSri Sri Ravi Shankarwere sympathetic
to theBJP. But the leadership of themove-
mentwas firmly in thehandsof Anna and
his number two, Kejriwal. In fact, Kejriwal
was the real architect of themovement. It
washisidea—hegatheredtheteamandcon-
vincedAnnatositonadharnainDelhi.Anna
wasreluctanttobeginwith.
A mass movement will always have

many shades butwhat is important is the
leadership. I can firmly say the leadership
wasnotinthehandsoftheRSS;theymight
have tried to influence the decisions but
theywere never the guiding light. I must
alsoadmitthatAnna,Kejriwalandhisteam
neverhadabroadframework,therewasno
ideological foundation to take themove-
mentto its logicalconclusion.Theyhadno
senseofhistory,onlyhazyideas.Theywere
inspired by nationalistic fervour butwere
not communal. They believed in an inclu-
sivemovementandpolitics.
But theywereconservative intheirout-

lookandnotmodernistinthetruesense.Itis
because of this weakness that the Anna
movement couldnot consolidate themass
sentimentitunleashed.Andintheend,itwas
instrumentalineasingthepathforNarendra
Modi. In thatway, yes, theyare responsible
forwhatIndiaiswitnessingtoday.Iamafraid
historywill judge themharshly. The future
willpaintagrimpictureof theirmoment.
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Thetemptationtolettechnologymonitorunacceptablespeechorwritingisgrowing.
Itspeaksofatransferofamoralfunction,andanabdication

TOEXPECTTHATasocialmediacompanywill
helpsocietiestodealwiththepublicexpres-
sionofhate is remarkable for tworeasons.
First, theexpectationoutsources there-

sponsibility of controlling the outbreak of
a destructive emotion like hatred. It sug-
gests nothing less than the abdication of a
role social institutions, including the ones
runby the state, ought toplay. Second, the
ideaof lettingasocialmediacompanydeal
with the problem implies an enhanced
sphere of its operations. Already, that
sphere isbelievedto includecanvassing for
elections. To assign the reduction or re-
moval of hateful expression to theowners
of digital platforms implies letting them
figure out, through digital tools, who har-
bourswhat emotions and values.
This is, of course, not the first time that

mature liberal democracies are posing a
readiness to compromise with their com-
mitment toprivacy.Erosionof thecitizen’s
right toprivacy isno longernewsworthy. In
societies like America, and not just China,
the citizenry has comfortably bargained
severalof itsolder freedomsforcheapcon-
veniences.Asanation,wehavebeenahead
of many others in establishing the right to
freedomofallkindsofexpression, irrespec-
tive of themediumused. In that sense,we
havebeenmoretolerant, andaftereachat-
tempttosuppress freedom, therehasbeen
an adequate expression of outrage. But
things are changing. The temptation to let
technology monitor unacceptable speech
orwriting has been growing as part of the
general dependenceondigital devices.
Letus takeanexample fromhighered-

ucation.Educationof theyoung isbelieved
to be a relevant sphere for the growth of
moral awareness. Institutional ethos and
consideratepedagogicpracticesareknown
to nurture the kind of temperament and
values thatcivic lifedemands. Inhighered-
ucation, an important value everyone is
supposed to learn is that the knowledge
onehasderivedfromthewritingsof some-
oneelseneeds tobeacknowledged.When
studentswritea thesisbasedon theirown
research, you expect that they have not
stolen — that is, used without acknowl-
edgement— ideas or text fromanexisting
source.Until a fewyearsago, that trustwas
cultivatedandexercisedbytheteacherun-
der whose guidance the thesis was writ-
ten. A software has now replaced the
teacher.Under the rules inplacenowinall
universities, all dissertationsmust submit
to this software andget a clearance before
theuniversitywill accept themfor further
examination.Thisrequirement isanaffront
not merely to the student but also to the
supervisor. Among the 46 designated
spaceswhereasupervisor isnowrequired
to put his signaturewhen a thesis is about
to be submitted, there already was one
where the originality of the student’s ef-
fort was certified. That declaration by the
teacherwill nowbe confirmedby theme-
chanical plagiary check.
The message is clear: The university

doesnot trust the teacheranymore.When

exactly did this accident occur is not a rel-
evant question. It is not as if there was a
sudden flood of plagiarised dissertations
at somepoint,which forced theUniversity
GrantsCommission to institute thesystem
ofplagiarycheckbeforesubmission.What
seems to have happened is that this tool
became available in themarket and it cre-
ated the need it could fulfil. The implica-
tionsof using the toolwerenevercontem-
plated. Turning to a mechanical device
which promised to do a function that
teachers were supposed to perform
seemed likeagood idea.Prevailingstereo-
types of teachers must have helped to ra-
tionalise the switchover.Asonemightex-
pect, the transfer of a moral function to
technologymarginalised the teacher’shu-
man agency further.
Something similar happened in

schools, but there one candate the begin-
ning. It was sometime during Sheila
Dikshit’s first term as Delhi’s chief minis-
ter thatanexperimentalprogrammeto in-
stall CCTV cameras in a few schools
started. By then, many private schools
were already using them. It is not as if
theseprivateschoolshadanydoubtsabout
their teachers’ devotion towork. Theprin-
cipals justified thecameras in thenameof
pedagogic quality. I remember aprincipal
joyfully claiming that he can see what
teachers arewritingon theblackboard. By
the time private schools started making
their classrooms “smart” with a range of
equipment, governmentschools started to
installmoreCCTVcamerasona largescale.
Transparency was the buzzword. It was
supposed todeliver themoral valuecalled
accountability. Easy demonisation of the
school teacher paved theway for surveil-
lance technology toentereveryclassroom.
Ithasnowenteredanewstagewherepar-

ents can checka fewtimeshowthings are
going for their child at school.
This story is just one among a hundred

wherein social spaces and functions are
handed over to technology. In day-to-day
general governance, transparency tools
have acquired routine roles. In academic
institutions, public disclosure of decisions
andplans, facultyprofiles, financialdetails,
etc, has been going on for some timenow.
Educational institutions invest consid-

erable effort and resources to ensure that
their websites have a competitive market
appeal. Regulation and accreditation now
constitute theofficialdictionof publicpol-
icy in higher education. The newly an-
nouncedpolicy ineducationunderlinesthe
roleof digital resources in thesespheres. It
says that the apex regulatory body in
higher education will “use technology to
reduce human interface to ensure effi-
ciency and transparency”. As if this is not
clear enough, the next sentence says that
the “underlying principle will be that of a
faceless and transparent regulatory inter-
ventionusingtechnology”.Thehumanface
has apparently become the object of cele-
bration and suspicion in equalmeasure in
our times.
The hope that faceless exercise of reg-

ulatory authoritywill lend greater impar-
tiality, andthereforemoreefficiency, toour
higher education system is a precious gift
of the great faith that digital technology
now wields. Perhaps we have entered a
new era. It is no longer necessary to work
outwhy a certain value that has eludedus
so far will be attained. Once again, ethics
are believed to arise from faith.
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OPAQUE AND FALTERING
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, 'Question
andAnswer'(IE,September16).Thegov-
ernmenthasfalteredindealingwiththe
pandemic, reviving the economy and
pre-emptingChineseaggression.There
area lotmanyquestionswhichneed to
be answered on the floor of theHouse.
However, asking uncomfortable ques-
tions to theministers has nowbecome
akintobeinganti-national.

VijaiPant,Hempur

EXPAND MGNREGA
THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'Bendwith
the wind'(IE, September 17). The
drought of jobs has led to increased
enrolment inMGNREGA.Thegovern-
ment needs to expand its scope, and
include agricultural activities in its
fold. It is pertinent to note that since
non-farm income has been affected
due toCOVID-19,MGNREGAemploy-
ment in agriculture and horticulture
sectorsmustbegiventomitigatehard-
ships of thehome returnees, as it also
help farmers.

RajivBoolchandJain,Zirakpur

FREE THE FUND
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Regulatoryuncertainty’(IE,September
17). SEBI's decision was uncalled for.
Fund houses have different funds for
allkindsof riskcategoriesmanagedby
different fundmanagers. Reshuffling
themwould not only mean curbing
their flexibility but adversely impact

existing investors aswell.
BalGovind,Noida

INSIDIOUS SUGGESTION
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘SC stops
show on 'UPSC jihad': Bid to vilify
Muslimswithuntruths’ (IE, September
16). In2018,MinisterofMinorityAffairs
MukhtarAbbasNaqvimadethisofficial
statement:“TheModiGovernment’spol-
icyofdevelopmentwithdignitywithout
anydiscriminationhasensuredthatthis
yearforthefirsttimeaftertheindepend-
ence,record131minoritycommunities'
youthsincluding51Muslimshavebeen
selected in civil service,”. Is Sudarshan
Newssuggestingthattheso-calledUPSC
jihad is being aided and abettedby the
NarendraModigovernment?

LRMurmu,Delhi

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

JAWAHARLALNEHRUhad someunique ad-
vantages.ConsideredtobeMahatmaGandhi’s
politicalheir,hebecamethefirstPMandcon-
tinuedfor17longyearswithoutanychallenge.
AsthefirstPMofindependentIndia,hehadan
obviousheadstart.Besides,hisattractiveper-
sonality and theperception that hewill take
India to amodernworld contributed to the
charismathatwasgraduallybuiltaroundhim.
Hisdaughter,IndiraGandhi,alsohadcharisma,
asizablepartofwhichsheinheritedfromher
father. Besidesherdecisive leadership, being
the firstwomanPMof Indiaalsocontributed
tohercharisma.AtalBihariVajpayeewas the
other most charismatic PM. Besides his
achievementslikePokhran-2andtheGolden
Quadrilateral, his inimitable oratory andpo-
etrytoocontributedtohischarisma.However,
post-Vajpayee,itcanbereasonablyarguedthat
the eraof charismatic leadership is over. The
millennial voter of the 21st century ismore
business-like inher approach. This approach
demandsgoodintentcoupledwithhonestand
intelligent efforts. PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi satisfies these criteria completely. Add
to this, his innovative ideas for good gover-
nance andhismind-boggling ability towork
extraordinarilyhard.Hehastakentheleader-
shipdiscourseinIndiabeyondcharisma.
SinceMay2014,PMModihasestablished

several things. He has shown that non-
Congressgovernments,evenafter remaining

inpowerforafullterm,cansuccessfullyrenew
andimproveontheirpopularmandate.He is
knownnot just forhisdecisivenessbutalsoa
strongpoliticalwillemergingfromhiscourage
ofconviction.Drivenbyastrongsenseofpur-
pose, hehas tried to restore the centrality of
being result-oriented, something themillen-
nialgenerationvaluesgreatly.Hereachesout
totheelectorateeffectively,establishesastrong
popularconnectandearnsamandate.Hethen
movesahead,unwaveringly, takingdecisions
in thenational interest,withoutundulywor-
ryingabouttheirpopularity.
Tohiscreditarenotjustbigeconomicre-

forms like GST and replacing the Planning
Commissionwith theNitiAayog, orpolitical
reformsliketheabrogationofArticle370and
theCAA,butalsoseveralseeminglysmallbut
effectivegovernancereforms.Advancingthe
scheduleoftheBudgetSessionofParliament,
heseamlesslyensuredadequatetimeforthe
full utilisation of budgeted funds. Early this
year, his government created a newUnion
Territorymerging Daman-Diu, Dadra and
NagarHaveli,anapparentlysmallstepthatfa-
cilitatedadministrativeconvenienceandhuge
financial savings. Similarly, converting bam-
boo fromanotified forest produce to a farm
produce also had a huge impact as several
lakhsof farmershavebenefitedfromthis.
Vestedinterestsarethemostdreadeden-

emyof good governance andModi is out to

break this nexus. For the benefit of farmers,
hehasfreedthetradingoffarmproducefrom
the irongripof ahandfulof dalals. Thanks to
astrongnetworkof vested interests, liberali-
sationof farmproducemarketswas ignored
bypastgovernments.
Similarly, inRailways,whererivalriesbe-

tween different serviceswere harming the
common interest, the government has now
dissolvedthemintoacommonservicecadre.
PMModi’sgovernmentisalsoactivelywork-
ingtowardsmergingtheRajyaSabhaandLok
SabhaTVchannelsastwoindependentchan-
nels foroneunifiedParliamentarealuxury.
His courage of conviction is evident in

manyofhisdecisions.Whenitcametogender
issues and atrocities onwomen, heminced
nowords in asking parents to bemindful of
the late-night outdoor activities of boys and
not justputrestrictionsongirls.Again,ayear
ago, he openly cautioned Indians about the
increasingpopulation,askingyoungcouples
to think of the prospects of their kids before
starting a family. Recently,while addressing
educationists,hebluntlyobservedthatinour
country, so far wewere only taught about
“whattothink”insteadof“howtothink”,and
theNEP is set to change this. Decisions like
emphasisoneducationinthemothertongue
withoutimposinganylanguageonanygroup,
carvingoutaseparatequotafortheeconom-
icallybackwardandallowinglateralentryfor

non-IASpersonnelingovernmentareexam-
plesofhisbalancedapproach.
Modi is also a great innovator. He intro-

ducedthecrowd-sourcingof ideasandsolu-
tionsthroughtheaggressiveuseofsocialme-
dia. Thanks to him, India is rapidlymoving
upwards on the global innovation index.
Hackathonsarenowaroutineannualnational
activity.HisideasliketheEkBharat-Shreshtha
Bharatprogrammetoensureemotionalinte-
gration,orMannkiBaatfordirectcommuni-
cation with the masses or introducing
SwachhtaRanking for cities and towns are a
fewexamplesofhisout-of-the-boxthinking.
Alsoremarkableishisdecisiontoconvertthe
NehruMemorialandLibraryatTeenMurtiin
Delhi into amuseum for all primeministers
—adecisioninthespiritofdemocracy.
At70,withpath-breakingreformsingov-

ernance,ModihasshownhowIndiandemoc-
racy candeliver. One of themost significant
contributionstohiscreditissnatchingrepre-
sentative democracy from the jaws of cyni-
cism.Rarelydoesoneseealeader,pilloriedby
previous regimes, assailedby themediaand
ignoredbyacademia—beingrewardedbythe
peopleforhisperformance.Thatistrulymov-
ingbeyondcharisma.

Thewriter ispresident, the IndianCouncil of
CulturalRelations, andaRajyaSabhaMP

of theBJP

PMModihaschangedthediscourseandconnectedwiththepeople

Leadership beyond charisma
Vinay Sahasrabuddhe
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Notice to candidates for Interview Cor the post of TGT ENGLISH (Mewat) For School
Education Department, Haryana Against Advt. No. 09/2015, Cat No. 02.

Incontinuation of earlier notice dated 19.02.2017 and on the basis of Written Examination held and
Scrutiny of Documents for the post of TGT English (Mewat), School Education Department, Haryana
Against Advt. No. 09/2015, Category No. 02, the candidates equal to twice the number of vacancies, bear-
ing following Roll Nos. have been called for interview/viva-voce provisionally and further subject to the ful-
fillment of their eligibility conditions as per respective advertisement and service rules. The marks secured
by the last short listed candidate have been given in brackets:
Advt. No. 09/2015, Cat. No. 02, TGT ENGLISH (MEWAT) (Total 341 Posts)
General (87 + SBC earlier 34 = 121 Posts)
12150027 12150038 12150069 12150082 12150114 12150119 12150171
12150211 12150242 12150291 12150312 12150322 12150334 12150338
12150411 12150471 12150501 12150552 12150579 12150617 12150632
12150665 12150666 12150682 12150684 12150687 12150744 12150755
12150769 12150782 12150806 12150813 12150834 12150839 12150959
12151013 12151028 12151093 12151095 12151120 12151129 12151192
12151223 12151256 12151313 12151337 12151403 12151478 12151520
12151523 12151540 12151579 12151608 12151651 12151729 12151758
12151791 12151839 12151920 12151960 12151967 12151981 12152003
12152011 12152053 12152102 12152107 12152130 12152153 12152164
12152189 12152239 12152295 12152395 12152418 12152446 12152476
12152488 12152510 12152553 12152578 12152649 12152667 12152674
12152721 12152737 12152794 (80)
SC
12150032 12150146 12150278 12150532 12150838 12150857 12151543
12151547 12151609 12151700 12151703 12151725 12151970 12152423
12152537 12152547 12152774 12152796
No other eligible candidates available in this category (48)
BCA
12150023 12150331 12150582 12150611 12150940 12150984 12150999
12151936 12152245 12152251 12152326 12152613
No other eligible candidates available in this category (62)
BCB
12150645 12151052 12151562 12151583 12151625 12151891 12151949
12152010 12152514 (78)
EBPGC
12150077 12150088 12150341 12150391 12150699 12150976 12151180
12151381 12152597
No other eligible candidates available in this category (56)
ESM GEN
12150413 12152041 12152154
No other eligible candidates available in this category (72)
ESM BCB
12150988 12151991
No other eligible candidates available in this category (78)
OSP Gen
12151571 12152390 (70)
OH
12150336 12151136 12151508
No other eligible candidates available in this category (38)
NOTE:
1. The interview of the above candidates will be held on 09.10.2020. The candidates are advised to

download the Admit Card for interview from the website of the Commission on/after 02.10.2020 and
report at 09.00 A.M. in the Commission Office Bays No. 67-70, Sector-2, Panchkula on due date. They
are also directed to bring all original documents, set of attested copies of all documents.

2. While every care has been taken in preparing and uploading the result, possibility of in advertent/tech-
nical errors cannot be ruled out The Commission reserves the right to rectify the same later on.

3. The result is also available on the website of HSSC i.e, www.hssc.gov.in.
4. SOP's & guidelines for prevention of spread of Covid-19 issued by Ministry of Health & Family welfare

Government of India should be followed by candidates.
Sd/-

(Secretary)
Haryana Staff Selection Commission

Dated: 17.09.2020

HARYANA STAFF SELECTION COMMISSION
BAYS NO. 67-70, SECTOR-2, PANCHKULA-134154

(www.hssc.gov.in)

82845/HRY

e-NIT No. 01

DATED: 16.09.2020

Online bids (e-tender) under two cover system Cover-l Technical bid and Cover-ll Financial bid are invited on
behalf of Managing Director JKPDC Ltd. (A public sector enterprise of the Government of lndia), under secure
e-procurement procedure form eligible Domestic Chartered Accountancy registered with the lnstitute of
Chartered Accountants of India (lCAl) and possess the permanent account number (PAN) under lncome Tax
for "Hiring of Tax Consultant" on open tender basis.
1. The complete bid/quotation document can be viewed and downloaded from Public Procurement Portal

https://www. jktenders.gov. in
2. The bid online is to be submitted on https://www.jktenders.gov.in up to bid submission closing date and

time of tender. The brief details of the tender are tabulated as under:

All other terms / conditions /eligibility can be seen in the office of General Manager Accounts JKPDC
Corporate Office Srinagar or from the website www.jktender.gov.in.

Sd/-
General Manager Accounts

J&K Power Dev Corp. Srinagar.

Sr. No. Item Description

I) Publishing Date & Time 16.09.2020

Il) Document Download Date & Time 16.09.2020

III) Mode of tendering e-Procurement System https://www.jktenders.gov.in

IV) Online bid submission start date & Time 16.09.2020

V) Online Bid Closing date & Time 06.10.2020 at 1600 Hrs.

Vl) Last date & time of submission of offline 06.10.2020 at 1600 Hrs.
supporting documents in sealed envelopes
in the office General Manager Accounts
JKPDC Corporate Office Srinagar.

VII) Online Bid opening date & Time (Cover-l) 07.10.2020 at 1200 Hrs

VIII) Price bid opening Date & Time (Cover-ll) To be intimated separately to the bidders whose Technical
Bid shall be found responsive

IX) Place of opening quotation General Manager Accounts JKPDC Corporate Office Srinagar

X) Bid Validity 180 days

No. PDC/ACCTTS/1560-63
Dated: 16.09.2020

DIPK-NB-2364

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

No:JTFRP/PMU/Roads/Jammu/2020/9166
Date: 15-09-2020

Director Technical, PMU JTFRP invites tenders for work detailed below in the table through
www.jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may obtain further information and download the bidding documents
from www.jktenders.gov.in

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
J&K Economic Reconstruction Agency (ERA)

Project Management Unit
Jhelum & Tawi Flood Recovery Project (JTFRP)

Bidding documents can be downloaded from www.jktenders.gov.in from 15-09-2020 to 15-10-2020. The last
date for submission of bids is 15-10-2020, 1400 hours.

Sd/-
(Er. Basharat J. Kawoosa)

Director Technical
JTFRPDIPK-NB-2348

S. Name of Work Tender No. Bid Cost of
No. Security Document

(Rs.) (Rs.)

1 2020_jtfrp_104426_1 25 Lacs Nil

2 2020_jtfrp_104421_1 25 Lacs Nil
Upgradation of Chiralla Link Road

Upgradation of Malaini to Chakrabatti Road

MMyySon’s, daughter’s correct-
names isAbhinavPal,Tanvi Pal
insteadof Sunny,Tanvi as
wrongly-mentioned inmy
service-record.DharamPal,S/o
late.GangaDass,H.no.173,
ChurchGali,Masjid-
Road,South-Extension-II,New
Delhi-49. 0040548985-7

IItt is,for general-information
that I,YASHGUPTAS/O-RAJEEV
KUMARGUPTA residing-at
FLAT.NO.1002,SHIVALIK-TOWER
KAUSHAMBIGHAZIABAD,UP
declare that that,nameof
my,father has-been,wrongly-
written,asRAJEEVGUPTA in,my
educational-documents.The
actual,nameofmy,father is
RAJEEVKUMARGUPTA,
respectively-whichmay,be
amended-accordingly.

0040548985-4

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasSanjeev
Sharma,S/oHari Ram
Sharma,R/oC-4/134,Mayur-
Vihar-III,New-Delhi-
110096,have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asSanjeevKumar Sharma.

0040548987-10

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasNikhil
Maheshwari S/oShri Anurudh
KumarViyani residingat,H.No.-
330, Gali.No.-8,Lalita Park,
Park,LaxmiNagar, Delhi-
110092,have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asNikhil KumarViyani.

0040548987-8

II,,VViijjaayy S/o-Late. Balbir Singh
Residence-A-02, N-15,Indra
VikasColony,Dr.Mukherjee
Nagar,Model Town,North-West
Delhi-09,declare thatmy,father
name inAadhar-
No.987894569881 is Balbir Singh
and,in school-certificate
Balbir, bothnameare referred
to thesameperson.

0040548987-9

II,,VViijjaayyKumar@Vijay
Chaudhary,S/oBalbir Singh
R/o-519/2-A,Block-6Vishwas
Nagar, Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,have changedmyname
toVijayKumarDabas,for all
purposes 0040548977-6

II,,VVeeeennaa,, am legally,w/oRank&
Name:Brig.Joginder
Mohan(Retd.),Service.No.IC-
13634P, R/o 22,Paschimi-
Marg,Vasant-Vihar,NewDelhi-
110057,have changedmy
name,fromVeena toVeena
Arora. 0040548969-2

II,,TTaarruunnKSharmaS/O.Vijay
SharmaR/O.KCB0010007
klassic, JaypeeWishTown,
Sector-134,VTC:Noida,U.P-
201301,have changedmyname
toTarunSharma,for all
purposes. 0040548987-2

II,,SSuurrjjaann SinghYadavR/o-C-
13,Shanti Vihar,Colony
Morna,Sector-35,
Noida,confirm that inmysons
school-recordhis namehas
beenwronglymentionedas
PrashantKumar,instead-of
Prashant Yadav.My,Son
Correct name is,Prashant
Yadav. 0040548959-1

II,,SShhsshhaannkkMathur,S/o-late
VivekMathur,R/o-D-1001,
Exotica Fresco,Sector-137,
Noida,G.B.Nagar,UP,have
changedmyname from
ShashankMathur to Shshank
Mathur. 0040548987-4

II,,SShhaasshhiimmaaDevi,W/oMahanand
SinghR/o-H/No.2093/419,Gali
no.-15,PremNagar,Patel
Nagar,New.Delhi -110008,have
changedmySon’s namePrince
Kumar Singh toPrince Singh
for,all purposes.

0040548980-3

II,,SSaannjjaayyKumar,S/O
Late.Jagdish
Singh,R/O.H.No.RZ-37A,Bajaj-
Enclave Extn.Opposite
NSIT,Dwarka, Delhi-110078,
ChangedmyminorDaughter
name,fromSamprit to Samprit
Kriti. 0040548988-1

II,,RRAAKKEESSHHGUPTA S/ONathu
RamGuptaR/O HOUSENO.
2418, SECTOR16, FARIDABAD,
HARYANA.121002 have
changedmyname toRAKESH
KUMARGUPTA

0070714516-1

II,,PPrreeeettyy Chhonkar,D/O-Late Shri
SatishKumarChhonkar,R/O-A-
11G,VijetaVihar,Sector-
13,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname fromPreeti
Chhonkar toPreetyChhonkar.

0040548987-5

II,,PPaarrvveeeennBhati S/oRishi Pal,
H.No.95,WardNo.12,
Sadullabad, Loni, Ghaziabad,
UP-201102,have changedmy
name toPraveen,for all
purposes. 0040548969-5

II,,MMeeeennaakksshhii Gugnani,D/oShri
Kashmiri Lal Gugnani
R/o.H.No.2/11,Nehru-
Enclave,Kalkaji-Extn.New
Delhi-110019,have changedmy
minor daughter’s name,from
TanyaArora (DOB:14/12/2004)
to TanyaGugnani,for all
purposes. 0040548969-7

II,,MMaannjjeeeett Kumar,S/OAvanesh
KumarR/OWZ-267,Shakurpur
Village,Delhi Changedmy
minor daughter name,from
GauraDevi ToGauri.

0040548985-6

II,,MMaanniisshhKumarGupta, S/O-
RakeshKumar, Resi:1/2300-B,
StreetNo.6,Ram
Nagar,Shahdara, Delhi-
110032,have changedmyName
toManishGupta, for all Future
Purposes. 0040548969-6

II,, UsmanS/oMohdHassainR/o-
E-13/6A,HauzRani,Malviya
Nagar,Delhi-110017, have
changedmyname toMohd
Usman.

0040548985-5

II,,MMDD..JJAAWWEEDDANWAR,son
of,MD.AKHTARHUSSAIN,H.NO-
R-280/2 FIRST-FLOOR,
STREET.NO-6 JOGABAI-
EXTN;JAMIA-NAGAR,ZAKIR-
NAGAR,DELHI-110025.have
changedmyminor son`s
name,fromMOHAMMAD
AYAANANWAR toAYAAN
ANWAR. 0040548988-5

II,,MMAANNOOJJ KUMARBHALOTIAS/O
RAMKRISHANBHALOTIAR/O-
A-1/701,PRINTERS
APARTMENT,SECTOR-
13,ROHINI,DELHI-110085.
CHANGEDMYNAMETOMANOJ
BHALOTIA. 0040548969-9

II,,JJaayy Sunder Singh,W/oYugal
KishoreSinghR/o-
135,Gali.No.04, B-Block,
SiddharthVihar, Vijay
Nagar,Ghaziabad, have
changedmyname to JayDevi.
Jay Sunder Singh& Jay
Devi,bothare the,sameperson.

0040548959-2

II,,JJaattiinn Kumar S/oVijayKumar
DabasR/o-519/2-ABlock-
6,VishwasNagar,Shahdara
Delhi-110032,have changedmy
name to JatinDabas,for all
purposes 0040548977-5

II,,IInnddeerrjjeeeett KaurW/oLate.
Gurvinder SinghR/o 23/90AB
GFTilakNgrDelhi-18 have
changedmyname to Inderjeet
Mahajan. 0040548944-1

II,,GGoolluuW/o-Sh.AashaRam
Anurag,R/o-C-52,Block-C,
Sector-25,Rohini,
Rithala,Delhi,inform that inmy
daughter Kranti Anuragi
school recordmy,name
wrongly-writtenasMamta
Anuragi insteadof
correct,nameGolu.

0040548977-1

II,,GGOOWWRRII SIKARVAAR,D/OASHOK
SIKARWAR,H.NO.940, NEAR-
MOTHERDAIRY, SECTOR-15
PART-2GURGAON,HARYANA
122001, changedmyNAMETO
GOWRI SIKARWAR,
permanently. 0040548987-3

II,,DDeeeeppaakk S/ODeshraj R/o-40/13,
LalQuarter,KidwaiNagar,
New.Delhi-110023,have
changedmyname from
Deepak toDeepakGupta
permanently. 0040548987-6

II,,DDEEBBLLIINNAANANDI W/O.AMITAVA
NANDI, H.NO.FLAT.NO.574,
DELHI EPDP,CGHSLTD,SECTOR-
4,PL 19,DWARKA,N.DELHI-
110078,changedmyname to
DEBLINAAUDDY,permanently.

0040548988-2

II,,BBiimmlleesshhW/oKrishna
R/o.Khedi,Bhanauta, Gautam
BudhNagar, U.P., Bimlesh&
Sushila are the sameperson,in
future shall be knownas
Bimlesh. 0040548959-3

II SanjidaMistriW/oAbul Basar
Mistri R/oBademaheshpur,
south 24parganas,
kadipukur,west bengal 743355,
have changedmyname to
ShakuntlaDevi Daughter of
Balbir SinghandSaroj Devi DOB
16/07/1984, I had the same
nameandother details before
marriage. 0040548957-1

II,,AArrmmyy..NNoo--1155338877336688FF
Hav.RavindraKumar JhaUnit-
1,ArmyHQ,SIGREGT
C/o.56,APO,NewDelhi-
110010,inform that inmy,Army
Service record,mymother
nameandDate-Of-Birth
wrongly-writtenasMalata
Devi andDate-Of-Birth-
01.07.1949 insteadof correct
name Janki Devi andDate-Of-
Birth-01.01.1945.

0040548977-2

II,,AArrmmyyNo.10315835HHav.Amit
KumarGupta,S/oShankar
ParsadSah,R/o.P-187,Purani
Planji-VillageSarojini-
Nagar,NewDelhi-110023,post-
office Sarojini-Nagar declare
that inmyservice-recordmy
son’s namewrongly-
mentionedasAnsumanGupta I
have changedmyson’s
name,fromAnsumanGupta to
AnshumanGupta,
permanently.

0040548969-10

II,,AAmmiitt Uppal,S/o Late
Sh.R.C.Uppal,R/o-B-123Anand-
Vihar,Delhi-110092,have
changedmyminor son’s name
fromKrishUppal to Kiaan
Uppal(DoB-12/11/2003),for all
purposes 0040548977-8

II,,AAmmiitt Uppal S/o Late
Sh.R.C.Uppal,R/o-B-123,Anand-
Vihar,Delhi-110092,have
changedmyminor daughter
name,fromDiyaUppal to
AaradhyaUppal(DoB-
27/07/2005),for all purposes

0040548977-7

II,,AAmmiitt KumarVijayranS/o-
Balraj SinghR/o-
H/no.179,VillageKirari,
SulemanNagar,C-Block,
Sultanpuri,Delhi-86,have
changedmydaughter’s name
VanshikaVijayran toVanshika
for,all purposes.

0040548980-5

II,,AAFFSSAANNAABANO,D/o-Tahir
Khan,w/o-ARUNKUMAR
VERMA ,r/o-H.No.137,Street
no.11,BudhVihar,Mandoli
Saboli,Delhi-93,have changed
myname fromAFSANABANO
toKUSUMVERMA for future.

0040548987-7

II,,maheshkumar solanki S/o
RamchanderAddress-Rzg-
85,dev-kunj,palamvillage raj-
nagar part-1,delhi-110045,
changedmyname tomahesh
kumar. 0040548969-3

II,, Shiwani D/oAshokKumarR/o-
D-30,AmarColony, Nangloi,
Delhi-110041,have changedmy
name toShivani permanently.

0040548988-3

II,, SARVESHKUMAR,S/O
RAMNATHBHAGAT,H.NO.B-
106/E-SHEESHMEHAL
ENCLAVE,PREMNAGAR-
3,KIRARI SULEMAN-NAGAR,
ROHINI-110086, changedmy
name toSARVESH,
permanently. 0040548985-1

II,, RamKishan@Ramkumar
S/o.MadanLal,R/oMCF-A-
442,Bhagat SinghColony,Near-
BohraPublic-School,
Ballabgarh,Faridabad(Haryan
a)-121004,have changedmy
name toRamKumarVerma.

0040548987-1

II,, Raj kumar S/oShAtmaRam
R/o1/34, AshokNagar, New
Delhi-110018, have changedmy
name toRaj kumarGogia for all
futurepurposes.

0040548953-1

II,, Raghbir KaurW/oGurmeet
SinghR/oVillageBaddowal,
Gurdaspur, Punjab-143505,
have changedmyname to
Dalbir Kaur 0070714518-1

II,, PARAMJITARORAR/o3G/148,
1ST FLOOR,NEARPOLICE
CHOWKI, NIT, FARIDABAD-
121001 have changedmyminor
daughter name fromPURVA to
PURVAAARORA

0070714526-1

II,,MenazAliW/oShahidUsmani
R/o-60-174AB/5C,Milat Street,
KhwaspuraSarai Khwaja,
Agra-282001,have changedmy
name toMenazUsmani.

0040548985-3

II,,Manpreet Singh s/o late
S.Tirlok Singh r/oG-19/12A,
Third Floor, Rajouri Garden,
NewDelhi-110027have
changedmyminor (DOB:04-07-
2005) son’s name fromDivjot
Singh toDIVJYOTSINGH.

0040548945-1

II,,AAmmiitt S/oRamChanderR/o
H.No.-166,Garhi Panna,
Bakhtawarpur, Delhi-34,have
changedmydaughter’s name
Priyanshi toKhushi for all
purposes. 0040548980-4

II,,MadhuW/oMukeshNagpal
R/o 5/1 2nd Floor, Front Side,
AshokNagar, TilakNagar,
Delhi-110018, have changedmy
name toMadhuNagpal

0070714522-1

II,,Manpreet Singh s/o late
S.Tirlok Singh r/oG-19/12A,
Third Floor, Rajouri Garden,
NewDelhi-110027have
changedmyminor (DOB:04-07-
2005) daughter’s name from
Noorjot Kaur toNOORJYOT
KAUR. 0040548945-2

II,, KarunaD/ORajkumarR/O
H.no.1466A/3, Gali no. 6, Rajiv
Nagar, Gurgaon 122001declare
that nameofmyFather and
Mother hasbeenwrongly
writtenasRajkumarDuggle
ChauhanandSaritaDuggle
Chauhan respectively inmy
educational documents. The
actual nameofmyFather and
Mother is Rajkumar andSarita
Devi respectively

0070714524-1

II,, HimanshuChaudhary, S/o
Fakir Chand,H.No.B-109, Gali
No.4, Village-Gokalpur, Delhi-
110094,have changedmyname
toHimanshu, for all purposes.

0040548969-4

II,, HarshMohan , R/o 1615, sector
37, Noida, GautamBudh
Nagar,u.p.-201301have
changedmyname toHarsh
MohanBalooni 0070714517-1

II,, Hari Om,S/oRamKumar
Verma,R/oMCF-A-442, Bhagat
Singh-Colony, Near-Bohra
Public-School,Ballabgarh,
Faridabad(Haryana)-
121004,have changedmyname
toHariomVerma.

0040548977-4

II,, Amit s/oRamMehar r/oH.no.-
6/A,H.no.-73/2, Gali no.-8B,
SwavtantarNagar, Narela,
Delhi-110040have changedmy
name toAMITKUAMR
permanently. 0040548923-1

II,, ASHOKSIKARVAAR/ASHOK
KUMAR,S/OMEGHSINGH,
H.NO.940, NEAR-MOTHER-
DAIRY, SECTOR-15,PART-
2,GURGAON,HARYANA-
122001.changedmyname to
ASHOKSIKARWAR,
permanently. 0040548985-2

II RashmiRani JainW/ONeeraj
JainR/OBe-194/1, Gali No-3,
Hari Nagar, NewDelhi-110064
HaveChangedMyNameTo
Nisha Jain 0040548954-1

II,, AKHIL S/ONARESHKUMAR
R/O-POCKET-B-7, HNO.160-
161,2nd-FLOOR,SECTOR-4,
ROHINI,DELHI-110085. HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOAKHIL
GARG. 0040548969-8

II RamAshishChaudharyS/o
Late Sita RamChaudharyR/o
H.No.Y-696, Gali No.7, Adarsh
Enclave, PremNagar-2, Kirari
SulemanNagar, Delhi-110086
have changedmyname to Jag
Lal Chaudhary for all purposes.

0040548951-1

II Rabiyaw/oSadiqHasanR/0 E-
11/71, 2nd Floor,Khirki
Extension,MalviyaNagar,New
Delhi-17, HaveChangedMy
Minor SonNameMohdSuhail
Ansari TOABDULLAHHASAN.
ForAll futurepurposeHis
correctD.O.B is 13/10/2010.

0040548942-1

II KomalD/o-PremSagarR/o-
H.No.1048R,Mangolpuri, Delhi-
110083have changedmyname
toKomal Sagar permanently.

0040548969-1

II B.Lohi Das,S/OSh.B.Tarnia,R/O
WZ-164A,Gali No.2,Lajwanti
Garden,NewDelhi-110046,have
changednameofmydaughter,
fromB.Sirisa toB.Sirisha,for all
purposes. 0040548985-8

I, DharminderKumar,S/o
Sh.BegRaj, R/o-B-35,-First-
Floor,Sector-1, Avantika,
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmynameDharminder
Kaushik.

0040548977-3
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Classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is notified for knowledge of General
Public at large that my client Smt. Sarita
Yadav W/o Sh. Sachin Yadav R/o WZ
212, Char Khamba Gali, Shakur Pur
Village, (North-West) Delhi-110034, has
lost on 14.09.2020, the allotment letter
dated 08.06.2019 and builder-buyer
agreement dated 12.06.2019 between
her and Pyramid Infractech. Pvt. Ltd.
H-38, G.F., M2K Wight Home Sector-57,
Gurugram-122002 (Haryana) in respect
of Flat No. 606, in Tower No. 4, Pyramid
Fusion Homes Sect. 70-A, Gurugram,
(Har.) India, Pin-12210, and Police Report
being L.R No. 570205/20 dated
14.09.2020 has already the lodged with
SHO Crime Branch Delhi.

Sd/- B.S. YADAV
(Advocate)

Ch. No. 108, Western Wing, Tis Hazari
Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
THIS IS TO INFORM PUBLIC AT LARGE
THAT MY CLIENT I 1. VINOD KUMAR MITTAL
S/O LATE SH. LAKHMAN PRASAD MITTAL 2.
LAKSHMI MITTAL W/O VINOD KUMAR
MITTAL BOTH R/O H.NO.210, HARSH
VIHAR, PITAMPURA, DELHI-34 HAVE
SEVERED RELATION WITH THEIR SON
SAURABH MITTAL AND DAUGHTER IN LAW
KANIKA MITTAL R/O FD-34, PITAMPURA,
DELHI-88 FOR ALL THE PURPOSES DUE TO
THEIR DISRESPECTFUL BEHAVIOR
TOWARDS US AND FALSE IMPLICATIONS
IN SEVERAL CASES AND ALSO DISOWNED
THEM FROM ALL MY MOVABLE AND
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES. WHOSOEVER
DEALS WITH THEM IN ANY MANNER,
SHALL DO SO AT HIS/HER OWN RISK &
CONSEQUENCES AND MY CLIENTS SHALL
NOT BE HELD LIABLE FOR THAT.

Sd/- CHANDERKANT TYAGI
(Advocate)

SEAT NO. 42, CENTRAL HALL,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it know to all that my clients Sh. Raj
Kumar S/O Sh. Ramji Lal and Smt.Heera
Devi W/o Sh.Raj Kumar Both R/O 11804,
Gali No.6 Main Road, Sindhi Hira Nand Ghori
Wala, Sat Nagar Karol Bagh, New Delhi-
110005 hereby debarr and disown Smt.
Anjali Rani W/O Late Sh. Rajesh Kumar D/o
Sh. Vinod Kumar, Ms.Divisha D/o Late Sh.
Rajesh Kumar & Ms.Sanvi D/o Late Sh.
Rajesh Kumar from our all movable and
immovable property as them are not obedient
towards my clients therefore they also
severed all relation with they Anybody deals
with them shall be at their/his/her own risks,
costs and responsibility for which my clients
shall not be responsible. Now onwards Smt.
Anjali Rani W/O Late Sh. Rajesh Kumar,
Mis. Divisha D/o Late Sh.Rajesh Kumar &
Ms. Sanvi D/o Late Sh. Rajesh Kumar Cease
to be their legal heir for all purposes
whatsoever.

Sd/-
HITENDER SAKKARWAL

(Advocate)
Ch. No. 1130, Rohini Courts

Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY INFORMED
THAT MY CLIENT SHRI RAJ KUMAR
DAWAR SON OF LATE SHRI OM PRAKASH
VERMA IS ONE OF THE CO-OWNERS/
OCCUPANTS OF PROPERTY NO. A-7,
SARASWATI GARDEN, NEW DELHI-110015
WHICH IS SUBJECT MATTER OF SUIT
FOR PARTITION AND DECLARATION
BEARING NO. 20900/16 TITLED AS
RAKESH KUMAR (DECEASED THROUGH
LRS) VERSUS PRAKASHWATI
(DECEASED THROUGH LRS) AND
OTHERS PRESENTLY PENDING BEFORE
THE COURT OF SHRI HEM RAJ ADJ-08
CENTRAL TIS HAZARI COURTS DELHI
AND THE RIGHTS OF THE PARTIES TO
THE SAID SUIT ARE SUBJECT TO FINAL
OUTCOME OF THE CASE. THEREFORE,
ANY PERSON DEALING WITH THE
AFORESAID PROERTY SHALL BE DOING
SO AT HIS OWN RISKS AND COSTS AND
THAT MY CLIENT SHALL NOT BE BOUND
BY ANY SUCH DEAL IN ANY MANNER.

Sd/-
PANKAJ MALHOTRA

ADVOCATE
(ENROLMENT NO. D/3033/2012
495, LAWYERS’ CHAMBERS-II,

DELHI HIGH COURT,
NEW DELHI-110003
(TEL: 9999848981)

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the public at large that
my client Smt Shila Aggarwal W/o Sh. Anil
Aggarwal R/o A - 4/56, Cottage Enclave,
Paschim Vihar, Delhi - 63, has been purchasing
a property / Flat bearing no 56, CCIE Employee
Co - Op, GHS Ltd, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi -
63 from its owner Sh. Amit Dhingra, S/o Sh. K.P.
Dhingra, R/o 4032, B - 5&6, Vasant Kunj, Delhi
and if anybody has any interest / concern with
regard to the said property then he or she may
contact my client at her mobile No. 9540859000.
7982853643 within seven days from the date of
publishing the present article and later on any
objection or interest in the said property of any
sort shall not be entertain.

Sd/- SACHIN KUMAR SINGHAL
(ADVOCATE)

Chamber 485, Eastern Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054
Office/Resi-BJ-9, Ground Floor,
West, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-88

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client, Sh. Hazari Lal @ Hazari, S/o
Late Sh. Risal Singh, R/o House No.
17/2, Jangpura Lane, Bhogal, New
Delhi-14, hereby disowns, debars and
divests his son Mr. Sunny @ Sonu and
his wife Mrs. Kiran Saini @ Kakul, from
claiming or inheriting his movable and
immovable properties, and my client
has no relations with them of any nature
whatsoever. Anybody dealing with Mr.
Sunny and/or Mrs. Kiran shall be doing
so at their own risk and cost to which my
client or his property shall not be
answerable or responsible to any extent
or in any manner whatsoever.

Sd/- Sadhvi Gaur (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/1524/15 B-203, (G.F.)

Lajpat Nagar -1, New Delhi -110024
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Share
Certificate No. 363 dated
31/05/1996 Allotment Letter dated
07.03.1998, Possession Letter
dated 10.02.2004 issued by Shree
Balaji CGHS Ltd. Sector-6, Plot
No. 37. Dwarka, New Delhi-
110075 in the name of Dr.
Manpreet Gambhir for Flat No. C-
304 has been reported lost vide
FIR No. LR No. 406961/ 2020
dated 11.07.2020. We have been
informed that Dr. Manpreet
Gambhir expired on 16/04/2018
ref. Death Certificate No. 46800
Dated 18/04/2018. An application
for obtaining duplicate Share
Certificate, Allotment Letter and
Possession Letter has been made
by his wife Dr. Neena Malhotra
Gambhir considering Relinquish
Deed dated 13/07/2018. The
Society hereby invites claims or
objections (in writing) for issuance
of duplicate Share Certificate,
Allotment Letter, Possession
Letter within period of 15 (Fifteen)
days from the publication of this
notice. If any Claims/ Objections
are not received during this period
the society shall be free to issue
the said duplicate documents.

Sd/-
MOHIT BHARDWAJ

ADVOCATE
ENROLMENT NO: D/2597/18

Office. 18 Radhey shyam park
gali no. 1, parwana road,

near preet vihar,
DELHI-110051

MOBILE NO 9899520069

´fd¶»fIY ³fûdMXÀf
¸fZSe ¸fb½fd¢I »f Àfb»°ff³ff ´f°³fe ¸fûW¸¸fQ

AJ»ffI ´f°ff H.N. 30 JÀfSf ³fa¶fS
277/176 ¸f`³f SûO Sf¸f §ffM ½fªfeSf¶ffQ
dQ»»fe-110084 ³fZ A´f³fZ ´fbÂf B¸fSf³f AüS
CÀfI e ²f¸fÊ´f°³fe ÷ JÀffS ½f C³fIZ ´füÂf ³fd¶f¹ff
AüS A»fe¬ff I û ¦f»f°f ½¹f½fWfS/ Af¨fS¯f IZ
I fS¯f A´f³fe ¨f»f A¨f»f Àf¸´fdØf ÀfZ ¶fZQJ»f
I S Àf·fe Àfa¶fa²f d½f¨LZQ I S d»fE W`ÔÜ ·fd½f¿¹f
¸fZÔ ¹fW I ûBÊ »fZ³f QZ³f I S°fZ W`Ô °fû CÀfIZ
dªf¸¸fZQfS ½fW JbQ Wûa¦fZÜ ¸fZSe ¸fb½fd¢I »f ½f
C³fI f ´fdS½ffS Qe½ff³fe AüS R üªfQfSe IZ d»fE
dªf¸¸fZQfS ³fWeÔ Wû¦ffÜ

PARKASH CHAND

(Advocate)

Enrl. no. D-9065/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT LAKHWINDER PAL SHARMA
S/O LATE SH. MANGAL DASS R/O A/
118, DDA FLATS, PUNJABI CAMP,
JAHANGIR PURI, DELHI-33 SEVERE
ALL RELATIONS AND DEBAR HIS SON
MANISH SHARMA FROM ENTIRE
ABOVE MENTIONED MOVEABLE /
IMMOVABLE PROPERTY DUE TO HIS
ARROGANT A CRUEL BEHAVIOUR. MY
CLIENT SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR HIS ANY ACTS, DEBTS AND
DEEDS IN FUTURE.

Sd/-
HARI OM

ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO. 719, 7th FLOOR,

LAWYERS CHAMBER BLOCK,
ROHINI COURTS COMPLEX, DELHI

MOBILE NO.: 9811706228

Be it known to all that my
clients Sh. Dharamvir Singh S/o
Sh. Rajvir Singh and his wife
Ramwati Devi, both residents of
B-36/2, Gali No.1, B-Block,
Bhagirithi Vihar, Delhi-110094
debar and disown their daughter
namely Shashi Rani from their
movable and immovable
properties including assets due to
her conduct, behavior which are
beyond their controls. Any person
dealing with her, my clients will
not be responsible for the acts,
deeds conducted by her in future.

Y.K. SHARMA (Advocate)

Seat No.63, Near Gole Canteen, Civil

Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

LLoossttmyOriginal Transfer Letter
No.6325Dated-18-11-2014,
PossessionMemo, Sanction
MapbyAuthority of Plot-No.B-
45 Sector-B-2, TransDelhi
SignatureCity, Loni,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201103. Finder
mayContact-Ankit Rustagi at
25/132, Shakti Nagar, Delhi-
110007 0040548935-1

I,Ayush saxena,S/o JITENDRA
mohansaxenaR/o-F.No-G-
4/plot.no-C-85 Shalimar-
gardenext2,Sahibabad.GZB
(UP),have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-10th year-
2019Rollno-5399798CBSE-
Dehradun. 0040548980-9

OOffffiiccee for rent@VasantKunj,
3cabins, BoardRoom,
12workstations, 2 toilets,
Pantry. 9953214911

0050169368-1

I RAVINDRASINGHS/OLATESH.
BHAGSINGHR/OB-33, SECTOR
Gamma-1,GREATERNOIDA,G. B.
NAGAR,U. P. 201310HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMEFROM
RAVINDRASINGHTORAVINDER
SINGHFORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040548725-5

New Delhi



C VID-19VACCINETRACKER

CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

A STUDY has found that
using ultraviolet C light
withawavelengthof222
nanometres(1nanome-
tre is abillionthpartof 1
metre) effectively kills
SARS-CoV-2, the virus
that causes Covid-19.
Ultravioletlightofwave-
lengths between 200
and280nmisknownas
ultraviolet C light, or
UVC.Using222nmUVC
light is safe around hu-
mans, said the researchers from
HiroshimaUniversity,whohavepub-
lished their study in the American
Journal of InfectionControl.
An in vitro experiment by the re-

searchers showed that 99.7% of the
SARS-CoV-2 viral culturewas killed
aftera30-secondexposureto222nm
UVCirradiation.Testswereconducted

using a UVC lamp. A so-
lution containing the
viruswas spread onto a
plate.Theresearchersal-
lowed it to dry before
placingtheUVClamp24
cm above the surface of
theplates.
Awavelength of 222

nm UVC cannot pene-
trate the outer layer of
thehumaneyeandskin,
soitwon’tharmthecells
beneath. But 254 nm

UVCgermicidal lampsharmexposed
human tissues, andcanonlybeused
tosanitiseempty rooms.
The researchers suggest further

evaluationof thesafetyandeffective-
ness of 222 nm UVC irradiation in
killing SARS-CoV-2 viruses in real-
worldsurfaces.

Source:HiroshimaUniversity

PAPER
CLIP

NEWRESEARCH

DESCRIBING IT as the “most power-
ful public health tool” against the
novelcoronavirus,RobertRedfield,di-
rector of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) in the
US,hassaidfacemasksofferedmuch
better protection against
coronavirus infection than
vaccineswould. The CDC is
the US equivalent of the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR).
Redfieldwasresponding

to questions from US law-
makers at a Senate Sub-committee
hearing. “Wehaveclearscientificev-
idence they work, and they are our
bestdefence. Imightevengosofaras
to say that this face mask is more
guaranteed to protect me against

Covid thanwhen I take a Covid vac-
cine,”Redfield said.
While a coronavirus vaccine is

likely to become available by early
next year, if not towards the end of
this year itself, no one knows as of

now how effective these
vaccines are likely to be.
Scientistsandvaccinedevel-
opers have suggested that
theearlyvaccinesmightnot
be themost effective ones,
andthatwewouldbe lucky
if theyprovideprotectionto

at least75%of those inoculated.
Redfieldurgedpeople to continue

wearingmasksevenafteravaccinebe-
comesavailable,andsaidthepandemic
couldbebroughtquicklyundercontrol
ifmaskswereadopteduniversally.

Masks protect better than a
vaccine would: CDC director

Killing coronavirus with UV
light, without harming people

INDIAACTIVECASES 1,009,976

WORLDTOTALCASES
29,960,718

Source:JohnsHopkinsUniversity,
updatedat11pmonSept17

INDIATOTALCASES
5,118,253

Source:MinistryofHealthandFamily
Welfare,updatedat11pmonSept17

Note: TheSept16 figure in this graph isbasedon thegovernmentupdateonSept17
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LAST 10 DAYS

THERELENTLESSriseinthepriceofgoldover
thepastyearhasleft investorsunsure.While
existing investors wonder whether they
should exitwith significant capital gains on
their investments, new investors are unsure
whethertheyshouldinvestatcurrent levels.
OnWednesday, theUnitedStatesFederal

Reservesignalleditwouldkeepinterestrates
near zero until 2023. If the dollar index re-
mainsweakandleads tohigher inflationgo-
ingforward,manyfeel itwouldresult ingold
prices staying firm or even rising— until a
Covid-19 vaccine is in sight and the global
economyshowssignsof recovery.

Howhavegoldpricesmoved?
Prices started tomoveupward fromMay

2019,culminatinginanover50%jumpinalit-
tle over a year — from $1,250 per ounce to
$1,900-plus now. In India, gold priceswent
fromaroundRs 32,000per 10 g to nearly Rs
52,000during thesameperiod, anearly62%
return.Sincegoldisanimportedcommodity,
thedepreciationoftherupeeaddedtothere-
turnsenjoyedbyIndianinvestors.
In dollar terms, gold peaked around

$2,080anounceonAugust7;theIndianprice
inmarkettouchedRs58,000per10gthatday,
as gold traded at a premium of nearly Rs
2,000compared to thepriceoncommodity
exchangeMCX.
Since then, priceshaveeasedaround7%

intheinternationalmarket,andaround10%
in the Indian market. The fall has been
sharper inIndiaastherupeeappreciatedby
more thanRs2during thisperiod.With the
coolingoff ininternationalpricesfrompeak
levels,thepremiumonphysicalgoldhasnow
vanished.Demand is expected topickup in
Indiacloser toDiwali.

Whyhavethepricesrisen?
Thebiggestreasonfortheriseoverthelast

fivemonths has been the pandemic, its im-
pactonbusinessesandeconomies,andgrow-
ing concern about the global recession.
Concernsaroundnegativegrowthrateshave

pushed central banks and big investors to-
wardsgold.
Theweaknessof thedollar,whichhasan

inverse relationshipwith gold, has been the
other reason for the rise in prices. As central
banksincludingtheFedcutratesandinjected
hugeamountsofliquiditytosupporttheecon-
omy,thedollarweakenedandgoldrose.
Traditionallyseenasanassetclassthatpre-

serves itsvalue, investmentdemandforgold
has been going up in linewith rising uncer-
tainty.Expansioninthepapercurrencytypi-
cally tends to push up gold prices, with the
higherpricesbeingsupportedbymajorbuy-
ing by leading central banks of China and
Russiaoverthelasttwoyears.
Whilegolddoesnotbyitselfproduceeco-

nomic value, it is an efficient tool to hedge
againstinflationandeconomicuncertainties.
Itisalsomoreliquidwhencomparedwithreal
estateandmanydebt instruments.

Couldpricesriseevenmore?
Thereisabroadsenseamongcommodity

traders and experts that goldmay remain
strong— this is due to factors including ris-
ingCovid-19casenumbers,andtheFed’ssig-
nalonkeepinginterestrateslowforthenext
threeyears.
“Boththesefactors—nomedicalsolution

forCovid-19yet,andtheFed’sdecisiontokeep
rates near zero—are set to keep gold prices
firm. The selling pressure in goldwill come
onceamedicalsolutionforCovid-19isfound,”
saidHareeshVNair, head of commodity re-
searchatGeojitFinancialServices.
Someanalysts,however,feelgoldmaynot

seemuchofanupsidefromitscurrentlevels.
Jamal Mecklai, CEO, Mecklai Financial
Services,saidtwomonthsago,peoplefeltthe
dollarwasgoingtocollapse,whichledtogold
shooting up. “Now it has comedown. There
hastobeafundamentalcrisisindollarforgold
torisefromcurrentlevels,andIdon’tseethat.”

Soisgoldagoodinvestmentforyou?
While trading in goldmaynot be a good

idea because of the current high prices, ex-
pertssayretailinvestorscanbuygoldperiod-
ically.Financialplannerssaygoldshouldcon-
tinue to be between 5% and 10% of an
investor’soverallassetallocation.
“Thestrategyforretailinvestorsshouldbe

to invest on a periodic basis—monthly or
quarterly. But one should avoidmaking a
lump-sum investment in gold at this time,”
Nairsaid.
Financialadvisorssaygoldshouldnotbe

seenasashort-termasset.“Goldisagenera-
tional asset, and after a couple of decades it

won’tmatteratwhatpriceyoupurchasedit.
People are investors but they think like
traders evenwhen they are buying a long-
term asset,” said Amar Pandit, CFA and
founderofHappinessFactory,afinancialad-
visoryplatform.
A cut in interest rates by RBI has led to a

decline in interest ratesonsmall savingsand
termdepositratesofbanks.Manyanalystsar-
gue thatgoldbuyingcanbe initiatedaround
levels of Rs 50,000 per 10 g, which is near
$1,900perounceasthespotpricethatitisex-
pected tohold. Someseegoldclimbing toRs
65,000per10g,oraround$2,400perounce,
byDecember2021.

Howshouldyouinvestingold?
Almost everyone agrees that unless you

are buying for jewellery consumption, the
investmentmustbethroughsovereigngold
bonds. They offer investors price apprecia-
tionalongwithafixed2.5%couponperyear
inholdingthem;also,theyareintheformof
paper or demat and issued in the name of
the investor, thus taking care of concerns
aroundsecurity.
While the interest earned on gold bonds

isaddedtotheholders’incomeandtaxedac-
cording to their slab rate, anycapital gainsat
maturity is tax-free,making them farmore
attractivecomparedtoowningphysicalgold.
Goldbondshaveamaturityperiodofeight

yearsbutinvestorshavetheoptiontoexitaf-
terthefifthyear.Tooffergreaterliquidity,the
bondsare listedonstockexchangeswithina
fortnight of being issued, and canbe traded.
However, tradingvolumesdependupon liq-
uidity inthesecondarymarket.

Whatifgoldpricescrash?
Analysts caution that one should hedge

against a crash as gold prices, like those of
othercommodities, tendtomove in longcy-
cles.Whenever the recovery picks up (now
expectedonlyinlate2021),investorswillstart
allocatingmorefundstoriskassetslikestocks,
real estate andbonds, andpull out fromsafe
havens such as gold, US dollar, government
debt,andJapaneseyen.Historicaltrendsshow
thatwhenequityandriskassetsstartmoving
upward, gold typically falls, aswas the case
from2011-15.
“Ainvestorshouldwatchlevelsof$1,900

and$1,800(perounce)onshortandmedium
termbasis. A fall below $1,800would indi-
cate the start of a downtrend in gold prices.
Those should be exit levels or stop-loss lev-
els,dependingupontheriskappetite, for in-
vestorswhoenter at currentprices,” saidan
expertwithover twodecadesexperience in
goldtrading.
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MANRAJGREWALSHARMA
CHANDIGARH,SEPTEMBER17

UNIONMINISTERHarsimratBadal’sresigna-
tion from theCabinet signals anunusually
strong stand takenbyher party, Shiromani
Akali Dal, against amove takenby its long-
timeallyBJP.Her resignationwas inprotest
against three ordinances — The Farmers
Produce Trade andCommerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Ordinance, 2020; The
Farmers (Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement;andTheEssentialCommodities
(Amendment)Ordinance, 2020—promul-
gated by theNDAgovernment,which has
nowtabledBillsinLokSabhatoreplacethese.
AkaliDalpresidentSukhbirBadalhassaid

thepartywasnever consulted on theordi-
nances,andthat Harsimrat,hiswife,hadtold
thegovernmentaboutfarmers’reservations.
Farmers inHaryana andPunjab have been

agitating against the ordinances/Bills. The
partyhasdecidedtovoteagainsttheBills.
Less than amonth ago, the Akalis had

beendefending theordinances. Justbefore
a one-day Punjab Assembly session on
August28,SukhbirBadalhadreleasedalet-
ter from Union Agriculture Minister
Narender Singh Tomar saying the practice
of procuring grains at aminimumsupport
price(MSP)willremainunchanged.Hehad
accusedChiefMinisterAmarinderSinghof
misleadingfarmers.Nowthetwoarespeak-
ing inonevoiceagainst theordinances.

WhatexplainstheAkalis’opposition?
Peasantry forms the backbone of the

Akali Dal vote-bank in Punjab. Earlier this
week, Sukhbir Badal said, “Every Akali is a
farmer, andevery farmer isanAkali.”
Farmersunionsacrossthestatehavesunk

theirpoliticaldifferencestounite againstthe
ordinances.VillagersintheMalwabelthave

warned theywillnotlet anyleaderwhosup-
portstheordinancesentertheirvillages.
The 100-year-old party, which had its

poorest ever showing in the2017Assembly
electionswithamere15seatsoutof117,can-
not risk alienating its core constituency.
Politicalanalystssayit’saquestionof survival
for the party that enjoyed two successive
terms from2007before the2017 rout. The
SAD-BJPalliancesecuredonly15%oftheseats
while the Congress recorded itsmost em-
phaticwinsince1957.
Dr ParmodKumar from the Institute of

DevelopmentCommunication,athinktank,
said the farmers’agitationhascomeasgod-
sendfortheAkalis.“Theywereinthewilder-
nessandnoonethoughttheywouldeverop-
posetheBJP.Thisagitationhasgiventhema
new lease of life. Their outright support for
the farmers could alsohelp themdilute the
angeragainstincidentsofsacrilegeduringthe
Akalitenurein2015.”

Whatarethestakes involved?
Farmers fear theywillno longergetpaid

atMSP,while commissionagents fear they
will lose their commission. According to a
PunjabAgriculturalUniversity study, there
are over 12 lakh farming families in Punjab
and28,000registeredcommissionagents.
A largepartof the state’s economyrests

on funds infused by central procurement
agencies suchas FoodCorporationof India
(FCI).Thelion’sshareofwheatandricegrown
inPunjabisprocuredbyorforFCI.Inthe2019-
2020rabimarketingseason,Punjab supplied
129.1 lakhmetric tonnes (LMT)of the341.3
LMTwheatprocuredfor thecentralpool. In
2018-19, it contributed113.3 LMTof rice to
thetotal443.3LMTinthecentralpool.
Now,protestersfeartheFCIwillnolonger

be able to procure from the statemandis,
whichwillrobthemiddleman/commission
agent/arhatiyaof his 2.5% commission. The
state itself will lose the 6% commission it

usedtochargeontheprocurementagency.
“The ordinances that allow farmers to

selltheirproduceintheopenmarketdeala
blow to the farmers,mainly Jats, the com-
mission agents, who are largely urban
Hindus, and landless labourers,” said
ParmodKumar.

Howdoes it impact theBJPandits ties
withthe AkaliDal?
Itwill strain their ties, already frayedof

lateamidspeculationthatBJPmaybeflirting
with a breakaway Akali group led by S S
Dhindsa. Also, Sukhbir Badal hasn’t shown
thepersuasivepowersof his fatherParkash
SBadal,whohadheldthealliancetogether.
But the Bills will also hurt BJP’s largely

urbanvotebank, which includes thecom-
mission agents. Itwill no longer be able to
defend its demand for a larger share of
Assemblyseats fromtheexisting23.
Ontheotherhand,thewhipbytheAkali

Dalagainstitsownalliancegovernmentwill
rile theBJPat theCentre. AshutoshKumar,
apoliticalscientistatPanjabUniversity,said,
“Every Cabinet member is bound by the
Cabinetdecision.Harsimratresignationwas
inevitable as a vote against theBillswould
haveviolatedArt75.”

Is it thefirst timetheAkaliDalhas
distanceditself fromanNDAdecision?
InJanuary,theAkalishadsupportedares-

olution in thePunjabAssembly against the
central Citizenship (Amendment)Act, after
havingvotedinitsfavourinParliament.Later,
thepartydecidedagainst fighting theDelhi
Assemblyelectionsover itsdifferenceswith
BJPonthisissue.
Earlier thisweek inParliament, Sukhbir

Badalobjectedtonon-inclusionofPunjabi in
thenewlanguagesBillfortheUnionTerritory
ofJammu&Kashmir,sayingitwasalanguage
spokenbylocalsasfarbackastheKhalsaRaj.

KABIRFIRAQUE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

CANWEARINGglassesprotect you fromthe
novelcoronavirus?Anewstudysuggeststhat
itmay,butthefindingscomewithseverallim-
itations.Thestudy,fromChineseresearchers,
ispublishedin JAMAOphthalmology.

Howdoesthestudymakethis
suggestion?
It is an observational study on a small

group—276 patients of Covid-19 in Hubei,
155of themmaleand121female.Thestudy
examined howmany of themwore glasses
formore than 8hours a day. The countwas
16 (less than 6% of the patients) and all of
them hadmyopia. The study authors then
compared this with the proportion of peo-
plewithmyopia in Hubei province, which
was 31.5% based on a previous study. Since
theproportion ofmyopia in thepopulation
was much higher than the proportion of
Covid-19 patientswho hadmyopia, the re-
searchers suggested that daily wear of

glasses is associatedwith less susceptibility
toCovid-19 infection.

Howsignificant is thisconclusion?
Theauthorsthemselvesnotelimitations:
■ It was a single-centre study with a

small samplesize.
■ The proportion in the population of

peoplewhowearglasseswasbasedonpre-
viousdata,notcalculatedfromcurrentlocal
populations.

■Themyopia rate obtained in previous
studies included a small number of people
withmyopiawhodidnotwearglasses.
JAMA invitedanepidemiologist,DrLisaL

Maragakis of Johns Hopkins University
School ofMedicine, towrite a commentary
ontheresearch.Shehasadvisedcautionbe-
fore concluding that people should wear
glasses or other types of eye protection in
public topreventCovid-19.

Whatarethe issuesflaggedinthe
commentary?
DrMaragakisexpandsonthelimitations

acknowledgedbythestudyauthorsandcau-

tions against inferring a causal relationship
fromasingleobservationalstudy.Shenotes
thattheremaybeanalternativeexplanation
forthefindings,“if, forinstance,wearingeye-
glassesisassociatedwithanotherunknown
andunmeasured factor associatedwith the
riskof Covid-19”.
Also, the investigation took place very

early in the pandemic, and the statistics do
notincludedataonhandwashingorphysical
distancing. “Thismakes it difficult to assess
anyincrementalbenefitof eyeprotectionin
publicsettingsoverandabovethesebasicin-
terventions that are now themainstay of
Covid-19prevention,” shewrites.
While she acknowledges that the ob-

serveddifference inwearingeyeglassesbe-
tweentheCovid-19patientsandthegeneral
population is unlikely to have occurred by
chancealone.shestressesthatitdoesnotin-
dicateacausal relationship.

Beyondthecorrelationshown,howcan
eyeglassesbeassociatedwithCovid-19?
Since the pandemic began, it has often

beenspeculatedwhethertheeyeisapoten-

tialentrypointforSARS-CoV-2,thevirusthat
causesCovid-19.However,studiessofarhave
thrownupmixedresults.One,postedonthe
website of the US National Institutes of
Health, has reported the expression of the
humanproteinACE2 inpartsof theeye(the
virususesACE2toenterthehumancell).On
the other hand, a study in the Journal of
MedicalVirology foundnosignificantexpres-
sionofACE2 inconjunctival samples.
In her commentary, DrMaragakis notes

thateyeprotection—goggles,faceshield—are
animportantpartofPPE(personalprotective
equipment) usedbyhealthcareworkers. But
public health guidelines onCovid-19donot
recommendglassesforthegeneralpublic.
DrMaragakiswarnsof unintendedcon-

sequencesinconcludingthatpeopleshould
wear glasses in public to prevent Covid-19.
“Wearinggoggles,afaceshield,oreveneye-
glasses might pose an increased risk of
touchingone'seyesmorefrequentlyandpo-
tentiallycontaminatingthemwhenremov-
ing, replacing, or adjusting the eye protec-
tion,especiallyifapersonisnotaccustomed
towearing them,” shewrites.

Can eyeglasses shield you against Covid-19?

Why three agriculture Bills pushed Akali Dal to quit Union Cabinet
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AUSTRIA

GovttoTrump:
No,wedonot
live inforests
Berlin:TheAustriangov-
ernment has spoken up
to correct US President
Donald Trump's claim
that people in its coun-
try live in “forest cities”.
Trump recently cited
Austria and other
European countries as
models of good forest
management that US
statesshould learn from.
Hesaid that “you lookat
countries,Austria... They
live in the forest, they're
considered forest
cities...” In an article
Thursday for the
Independent, Austria's
agriculture minister
sought to set the record
straight”. “In reality,
Austria is acountrysitu-
ated in the heart of
Europe,wherepeopledo
not live in the forest, but
rather with the forest
and in a close, sustain-
able relationship with
the natural environ-
ment,” Elisabeth
Koestingerwrote. AP

DonaldTrump

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

NEPAL

6.0magnitude
quakeshakes
Kathmandu
Kathmandu: A strong
earthquake of 6magni-
tudeshookNepal’scapital
Kathmandu and sur-
rounding areas on
Wednesday, forcing peo-
ple to rush out of their
houses. According to the
National Seismological
Center, the 6magnitude
quake occurred in the
country’s Sindhupal-
chowkdistrict near Tibet
borderat5.19am.Theepi-
centre of the earthquake
wasRamchevillageinthe
district, 120 km east of
Kathmandu. A tremor of
3.8magnitudewas also
felt at the same place at
6.10am, itsaid. PTI

PAKISTAN

Psychexamfor
Pakdoccharged
withterrorism
Minneapolis:Apsycholog-
ical exam has been or-
dered for aPakistanidoc-
tor and former Mayo
Clinic researcher accused
of tellingpaidFBI inform-
ants thathepledgedalle-
giancetotheIslamicState
groupandwantedtocarry
out lonewolf attacks in
the US. Muhammad
Masoodhasbeenindicted
onone count of attempt-
ing to provide material
supporttoaforeignterror-
ist organisation. He has
been in custody since his
March 19 arrest at the
Minneapolis-St. Paul
InternationalAirport.PTI

SRILANKA

Courtsummons
captainoftanker
thatcaughtfire
Colombo: A Sri Lankan
court onThursday issued
a notice to the captain of
theoil tanker that caught
fire off the country's east-
erncoasttoappearbefore
it on September 28. The
Colombochiefmagistrate
court's order comesaday
after Attorney General
DappuladeLiverastakeda
claimof$1.8millionforthe
costs incurredondousing
the fire on board the
Panama-registeredtanker
thatwentup in flameson
September3. PTI

WILDFIRES SCORCH US WEST COAST
AfirefighterintheCascadelWoodsneighbourhoodofMaderaCounty,California.Morethan30peoplehavediedduetowildfires
intheWesternUSoverthepasttwomonths,withhundredsofhomesdestroyedandthousandsofpeopleevacuated.AP

AMYQIN
TAIPEI, SEPTEMBER17

A SENIOR US envoy arrived in
TaiwanonThursday to attend a
memorial service for former
President Lee Teng-hui, in the
DonladTrumpadministration's
latestmovetobolsteritssupport
of the island in defiance of
threats fromBeijing.
The Taiwanese foreignmin-

istry said that the envoy, Keith
Krach, under secretary for eco-
nomicgrowth,energyandtheen-
vironment,wasthehighest-level
officialfromtheStateDepartment
tovisittheislandindecades.
China,whichclaimsself-gov-

ernedTaiwanasitsterritoryand
opposesformalexchangesofany
kind, responded to the news of
Mr Krach’s visit onWednesday
by sending twoanti-submarine
aircraft into the island's air de-
fence identification zone, ac-
cording to the Taiwanese de-
fenceministry. Theplaneswere
warnedoff bytheTaiwaneseair
force, theministry said.
The State Department said

thatthefocusofMr.Krach'svisit
wasthememorialserviceforMr.
Lee,wholedTaiwanfromdicta-
torship to democracy, though
theTaiwanesegovernmentsaid
that theAmericanenvoywould
alsodiscusseconomicissues.Mr.
Krachwill meetwith President
Tsai Ing-wenonFriday.
Tsai Shih-ying, a legislator

from the governingDemocratic
ProgressivePartyofTaiwanwho
is on the foreign affairs and na-
tional defense committee, said,
“Right now, the focus is to let
ChinaknowthatTaiwanwillnot
bowto the threatof force.”
“Thesecondpriority is to let

China know that not only will
Taiwan not bow, it has many
powerful allies that will not let
China just act blindly without
thinking,”headded.
Lastmonth,theUnitedStates

announcedthatitwasestablish-
ing a new economic dialogue
withTaiwanfocusedontechnol-
ogy, health care, energy and
othersectors.Taiwanhopestalks
will result in a free-trade agree-
mentwith theUnitedStates.
The Trump administration

hasalsosteppedupmilitarysup-
port for Taiwan in recent years
through increased arms sales.

On Wednesday, Reuters re-
ported that the US government
plannedtosellasmanyasseven
majorweapon systems, includ-
ingmines, cruise missiles and
drones, to Taiwan. The island’s
defenceministry called the re-
porta “mediaassumption”.
Chinahasreactedangrily.On

Thursday, a Chinese Foreign
Ministry official in Beijing said
that Mr. Krach's visit under-
minedrelationsbetweenBeijing
andWashington and warned
that China would respond "as
necessary". Inaneditorialabout
the reportof thenewarmssale,
GlobalTimes,anationalisttabloid
owned by the Chinese
Communist Party, said, “Once
thePeople’sLiberationArmydis-
patches troops to reunify the is-
land of Taiwan, the military
equipment from the USwill be

nothingbutdecorations.”
Since the beginning of the

year, China has stepped up its
militaryactivitiesaroundtheis-
land. Chinese fighter jets have
crossed themedian line in the
TaiwanStraitandflownintothe
island’sairdefenseidentification
zonewithincreasingfrequency.
TheChinesemilitaryhasalsore-
centlyconductedaspateofanti-
shipballisticmissiletests,which
expertssaidwereintendedasan
explicitwarning to theUS.
TheUS,too,hasalsoincreased

thetransitofAmericanwarships
through the Taiwan Strait. But
Washington has so far stopped
short of saying clearly that it
would defend the island if the
People’s LiberationArmy staged
aninvasionorablockade,despite
pressure fromsomeadministra-
tionofficialstodoso. NYT

USUndersecretary forEconomicAffairsKeithKracharrives
atTaipei,TaiwanonThursday.Reuters

AsUS official visits
Taiwan, Chinawarns
of consequences
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Anotherattempt
byTrumpto
isolateChina

CHINAVIEWSTaiwan’spresidentasadangeroussepa-
ratist. TheUS, likemostcountries,hasofficial relations
withBeijing,notTaiwan.However,KeithKrach’svisit re-
flectsagrowingeffortby theDonaldTrumpadministra-
tion tocounterChina's attempts in recentyears to isolate
Taiwanontheglobal stage.
ForTaiwan, the trip isanopportunity todemonstrate

stronger tieswithWashingtonas relationswithBeijingbe-
come increasingly tense.Chinahas recently steppedup
militaryactivities in thenarrowstrait that separates the
mainland fromthe islandandhasalsobecomemorebelli-
cose in its rhetoric.

ILANBENZION
JERUSALEM,SEPTEMBER17

EATINGAPPLESdippedinhoney
on Rosh Hashanah is a Jewish
tradition to symbolise a sweet
start of the New Year. But in
Israel, bitternessprevails on the
eveof theholidayasthecountry
facesasecondnationwide lock-
down to stem a raging coron-
avirusoutbreak.
Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu's govern-
menthasimposedathree-week
lockdown, beginning on Friday
afternoon - just hours before
Rosh Hashanah starts. Israel's
first lockdown, in March and
April,putadamperonPassover,
theJewishspringholidaymark-
ingthedeliveranceoftheancient
Hebrews fromslavery inEgypt.
Now, the Jewish High

Holidays look to be similarly
subdued.
Israel has seen new daily

casesofCovid-19skyrocketinre-

cent weeks, climbing to more
than5,000onWednesday--one
of the highest per capita infec-
tionratesintheworld.Sincethe
pandemicbeganthisyear, ithas
recorded more than 169,000
cases, including1,163deaths, as
of Wednesday, according to
HealthMinistry figures.
ReligiousandsecularIsraelis

alikemarkRoshHashanahwith
festive holiday feastswith fam-
ily and friends. They pack syna-
gogues,oftenspendinghours in
prayer,especiallyduringthefast
of Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement,whichfallslaterthis
month.
Butthisyear,traditionalfam-

ilygatheringswillbemuted,syn-
agogueprayerswillbelimitedto
small groups and travel restric-
tionswill leavemany roads de-
serted. Some of the liberal
streams of Judaism, particularly
intheUS,areturningtotechnol-
ogytohelpconnectpeople.
In Israel, movement during

thelockdownwillberestrictedto

within500metres(yards)ofone's
home.Gatherings are limited to
10peopleindoors,and20outside,
restrictingthenumberof faithful
whocanattendsynagogue serv-
ices.Bars,restaurants,andcultural
venueswillbeshut,butmanyrit-
ualbathsandotherreligiousfacil-
itieswillremainopen.
Israelis havebeen frustrated

since the gains madewith the
first lockdown -when the virus
seemed to have been brought
under control - were erased
withinweeks, with authorities
unabletostemthespikethatfol-
lowed. Weekly protests have
drawn thousands to
Netanyahu's Jerusalem resi-
dence, with demonstrators de-

mandinghisresignationoverhis
handling of the virus, the pan-
demic's fallout and his corrup-
tion trials.
Thelockdownruleshavealso

deepened the rift between sec-
ular and religious Jews in Israel.
Aproposal to lockdownonlyon
communities with high out-
breaks -mainly ultra-Orthodox
areas where initial restrictions
were ignored, allowing infec-
tionstosurge-wasscrapped,ap-
parentlyfollowingpressurefrom
ultra-Orthodox leaders, before
Netanyahu announced the na-
tionwide lockdown.
Many Jewish worshippers

elsewhereintheworldwillhave
toforgosynagogueservicesdue
to social distancing rules, hold
prayers andhear the traditional
sounding of the shofar - a cere-
monial ram's horn - on street
cornersorathome.
The Chabad-Lubavitch

movement of Hasidic Judaism
has recruited thousands of vol-
unteers to blow the shofar at

publicsquaresandstreetcorners
worldwide.
“The unique circumstances

that leavemillions outside the
synagogue doors this year con-
tainalsothesilverliningofhelp-
ingthemrediscover,reintegrate
andcelebratetheholinessof the
true center of Jewish life - the
Jewish home,” said Rabbi
Zalman Shmotkin, spokesman
forChabad-Lubavitch.
An Israeli online application

is helping pair shofar blowers
withthosewhowanttohearthe
horn in theirneighborhoods.
IntheUS,moreliberalJewish

streamshaveproducedalterna-
tives for congregants who use
Zoom, Facebookandotherdigi-
tal platforms during the High
Holidays.
The Union for Reform

Judaism, North America's
biggestJewishgroup,createdthe
Reflection Project, a virtual ex-
perience designed to help peo-
ple connect with spirituality
throughaseriesof activities.AP

TRADITIONAL GATHERINGS TO BE MUTED, SYNAGOGUE PRAYERS LIMITED TO SMALL GROUPS

Anultra-OrthodoxJewishmanpraysaheadof the Jewish
newyearat theWesternWall in Jerusalem'soldcity.AP

Under lockdown, Israel faces bitter start of Jewish New Year

Australia regulator dares
Facebook to block news

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,SEPTEMBER17

PAKISTANHAS decided to ele-
vate Gilgit-Baltistan's status to
thatof a full-fledgedprovince, a
Pakistani media report on
Thursdayquotedaseniorminis-
teras saying.
Indiahasclearlyconveyedto

Pakistan that the entire union
territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, including
the areas of Gilgit andBaltistan,
are an integral part of the coun-
trybyvirtueof its fully legaland
irrevocableaccession.
According to a report in the

Express Tribune, Minister for
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan
Affairs, Ali Amin Gandapur, on
Wednesday said that Prime
Minister Imran Khan would
soon visit the region andmake
theformalannouncementtoel-
evateGilgit-Baltistan to the sta-

tus of a full-fledged province
withall constitutional rights.
GandapursaidGilgit-Baltistan

would be given adequate repre-
sentation on all constitutional
bodies, including the National
AssemblyandtheSenate.
“After consultationwith all

stakeholders,thefederalgovern-
menthasdecidedinprincipleto
give constitutional rights to
Gilgit-Baltistan,” the minister
told reporters.
India has said the

GovernmentofPakistanoritsju-
diciary has no locus standi on
territories illegally and forcibly
occupiedby it.
Indiacompletelyrejectssuch

actionsandcontinuedattempts
to bring material changes in
Pakistan occupied areas of the
Indian territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. Instead, Pakistan
should immediately vacate all
areas under its illegal occupa-
tion, the Ministry of External

AffairssaidinMaywhileprotest-
ing Islamabad's efforts to bring
material change in Pakistan oc-
cupied territories.
Gandapuralsosaidthatwork

on the Moqpondass Special
EconomicZonewouldbeginun-
dertheChinaPakistanEconomic
Corridor (CPEC).
The CPEC, which connects

Gwadar Port in Pakistan's
Balochistan with China's
Xinjiangprovince,istheflagship
project of Beijing's ambitious
multi-billion-dollar Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI).
TheCPECisacollectionof in-

frastructure and other projects
under construction throughout
Pakistan since 2013. Originally
valued at USD 46 billion, the
projectswereworthoverUSD60
billionasof 2017.
India has protested to China

over the CPEC as it is being laid
through Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. PTI

Pak to elevate Gilgit-Baltistan
to full-fledged province: Report

JILLLAWLESS
LONDON,SEPTEMBER17

THEBRITISHgovernmentstrug-
gled Thursday to overcome
Americanoppositiontoitsplans
tobreach theBrexitwithdrawal
agreement with the European
Union, after Democratic presi-
dential candidate Joe Biden be-
came the latest US politician to
expressalarm.
PrimeMinisterBorisJohnson's

movetobreakpartsof theEUdi-
vorce deal relating toNorthern
Irelandhastriggeredfearsitcould
underminethe1998GoodFriday
peaceaccordthatendeddecades
ofviolencebetweenIrishnation-
alistsandBritishunionists.
“We can't allow the Good

Friday Agreement that brought
peacetoNorthernIrelandtobe-
comeacasualtyofBrexit,”Biden
tweeted. “Any trade deal be-
tween theU.S. andU.K.must be
contingentupon respect for the
Agreement and preventing the
returnof ahardborder. Period.”

Britain and the EU jointly
promised in the Brexit agree-
menttoensuretherearenocus-
tomspostsorotherobstacleson
the Northern Ireland-Ireland
border.Theopenborderiskeyto
the stability that underpins the
peacesettlement.
British Foreign Secretary

Dominic Raab is inWashington
thisweek,andhasbeentryingto
assuageAmericanconcernsthat
apendinggovernmentbillwould
undermine Northern Ireland
peace, if passedby lawmakers.
He ismeeting US politicians

includingHouseSpeakerNancy
Pelosi, who has warned that
Britain won't secure a much
sought-aftertradedealwiththe
United States, if it undermines
thepeaceaccord. AP

ImranKhan

JoeBiden

VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
MOSCOW,SEPTEMBER17

COLLEAGUESOF Russian oppo-
sitionleaderAlexeiNavalnysaid
Thursday that a bottle of water
with a trace of the Novichok
nerveagentwasfoundinhisho-
tel roomafterhispoisoning.
Navalnyfellillonaflightfrom

SiberiatoMoscowonAugust20
and was flown to Germany,
wherehewaskeptinaninduced
coma formore than twoweeks
as hewas treatedwith an anti-
dote. Members of his team ac-
cused the Kremlin of involve-
ment in the poisoning, charges
thatRussianofficialshavevehe-
mentlydenied.
The Kremlin has bristled at

calls fromGerman Chancellor
AngelaMerkel andother leaders
to answer questions about the
poisoning, urging Germany to
provideevidenceofhispoisoning.
OnTuesday,Navalnyposteda

pictureofhimselffromhisbedin
Berlin'sChariteHospital,hugged
by hiswife and children. "I still
can't do almost anything onmy
own,butyesterdayImanagedto
breatheonmyownfortheentire
day,”headdedinthepost. AP

UK defends planned Brexit deal
breach as Biden slams move

Sydney: Facebook Inc will be
“weakened”ifitstopsAustralians
from sharing news so the com-
panycanavoidpayingforcontent
underproposedlaws,Australia’s
top antitrust regulator said on
Thursday.
Facebook said thismonth it

would stop Australians from
sharing local and international
news on its website if the pro-
posal becomes law. The com-
pany and the Australian
Competition and Consumer

Commission(ACCC)arestillne-
gotiating before the regulator
makes a formal recommenda-
tion to thegovernment.
“It would be a shame for

Australian democracy (and) it
would be a shame for Facebook
users if they took that course of
action,”ACCCChairRodSimssaid.
“ItwouldalsoweakenFacebook,
soit’stheircall...Ifpeoplecan’tget
their news from Facebook then
they’ll go elsewhere to get their
news.” REUTERS

Pak to introduce
legislation to
curb cases of
rape, child abuse

AlexeiNavalny

Novichok-tinged
bottle found in
Navalny’s room,
say colleagues

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,SEPTEMBER17

PAKISTANPRIMEMinisterImran
Khan has said that his govern-
ment will soon introduce a
three-tier legislation providing
for registrationof sexoffenders,
exemplarypunishmentforrape
and child abuse and effective
policing.
Khanmade the announce-

ment while addressing a joint
sitting of parliament after pas-
sage of a number of Financial
ActionTaskForce-relatedbillson
Wednesday.
“Suchincidentsruinthelives

ofvictimsandtheirfamiliesalso
havetosuffer,”hewasquotedas
sayingby theDawnnewspaper.
Khan was referring to the

gangrape of a French-Pakistani
womaninfrontofherthreechil-
dren near a highway in Lahore
on September 9which sparked
widespreadoutrage.
One of the suspectswanted

in the case was arrested on
Mondayarrestedandconfessed
to his crime. Noting that the
main suspect in the gang-rape
casewasahistory-sheeter,Khan
said that global data indicated
that suchcriminalswere repeat
offenders and thereforemain-
tainingtheirdatawasimportant.
Hesaidthelegislationwould

also contain provisions for reg-
istrationof sexoffenders. PTI
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The Gujarat Cancer & Research Institute invites applications for the
following posts:
For Non-Teching Post: (1) Asso. Prof. (2) Asst. Prof. (3) Jr. Lecturer in
Nuclear Medicine
Applicactions are invited for above positions: interested caandidates
may apply upto 25-09-2020, Friday during office hours. Application
form which can be downloaded from our website. For further details
please visit our website: www.gcriindia.org. No TA/DA will be admissi-
ble for attending interview.
No.INF/ABD/646/2020 DIRECTOR

THE GUJARAT CANCER & RESEARCH INSTITUTE
(M.P. SHAH CANCER HOSPITAL)

N.C.H. CAMPUS, ASARWA, AHMEDABAD-380016
Affiliated B. J. Medical College, Ahmedabad

Advertisement

Tender Notice No. 79
No. 79/CS (HQ)/BAU, Sabour Dated: 17/09/2020
Sealed tenders are invited through registered post/speed
post/courier services only from Reputed/Registered,
Supplier/Dealers/Firms/Company/Enterprises for the
“Automated Rainout Shelter for screening of drought
stress tolerance under C.R.A. Programme”. Sealed
envelope containing full information along with
supporting documents must reach in the office of the
undersigned on or before 13/10/2020 upto 4.00 P.M. and
the same will be opened on 14/10/2020 at 3.30 P.M.
Details are available on www.bausabour.ac.in.

O/I Central Store (H.Q.)

BIHAR AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY
SABOUR-813210, (BHAGALPUR), BIHAR

ODISHA STATE MEDICAL
CORPORATION LTD

(A Govt. of Odisha Undertaking)
Regd. Office: Odisha State Medical

Corporation Ltd.,
Convent Square, Bhubaneswar - 751 007, Odisha

website: www.osmcl.nic.in,
Email: logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in

Phone No: (0674) 2380608
No. 11920 Dtd.: 16.09.20

Sealed tender are invited from Manufacturer /
Authorized Stockiest / Authorized Distributor for
supply of Inj. Remdesivir (100mg) to CDS,
OSMCL, Bhubaneswar, which can be downloaded
from the “notification” section of OSMCL’s official
website http://osmcl.nic.in. The sealed tender
should reach to the undersigned on or before 24th

September 2020 to upto 11 AM.

It is further to notify that corrigendum/ addendum,
if any related to this tender shall only be uploaded
in OSMCL Website and no publication shall be
made in the Newspapers.

Sd/-
Gm Operations (D & S)

OSMCL, BBSR
OIPR-10112/11/0029/2021

CAD-477

SHORT TENDER NOTICE

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER17

AFTERBRINGINGoutspecialised
insurance cover for theCovid-19
pandemic, the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Irdai) is plan-
ning to comeoutwith standard-
ised insurance schemes for
dwellingunitsandCovid-hitmi-
cro,smallandmediumenterprise
(MSME)segment.
IrdaiChairmanSubhashCKh-

untiasaidtwostandardschemes
arebeingworkedoutforMSMEs.
Oneisformicrounitsandanother
oneforsmallunits.Asofnow,only
5percentofMSMEsarecovered

byinsurance.Indiahas6.33crore
MSMEs,majorityofwhicharemi-
cro-enterprises. “Another stan-
dardproductisbeingworkedout
fordwellingunits,”hesaid.
InIndia,only0.9percentofthe

dwelling units are insured
whereasintheUS,itisaround90
per cent. People sufferhugeeco-
nomic losseswhen some catas-
trophehappens. This risk canbe
coveredbyinsuringtheproperty,
aspertheinsuranceregulator.
“Irdai is keen on a standard

product fordwellingunits as the
sameproductwill be sold by all
the companies. It will become
easier for policyholders to pick
suchproducts as theydon’thave
togothroughvoluminouspolicy

documentstofindouttermsand
conditions.Hopefully,more and
more peoplewill protect their

homes,” Khuntia said at the CII
InsuranceandPensionsSummit.
AccordingtoIrdaidata, insur-

ancecompaniesshelledoutanav-
erageof Rs96,621perpersonon
claimsmadebyinsuredCovid-19
patients. Khuntia said that 2.38
lakh claims for coronavirushave
beenfiledbythepolicyholdersas
ofnow.Of these,1.48lakhclaims
amountingtoRs1,430crorehave
beensettledbytheinsurers.
The insurancewatchdoghad

comeoutwith standard health
productscalledArogyaSanjeevani
andCovid-19specificproducts—
Corona Rakshak and Corona
Kavach—twomonthsago.Under
theCoronaKavachplan, around
28 lakh lives have been covered

sinceitslaunchonJuly10,2020.
“Wewill consider extending

thetenureforCovidpoliciesfrom
March2021,”Khuntiasaid.
Irdai said standard products

are launchedby the regulator to
furtherincreasepenetrationofin-
suranceinIndia,whichisjust3.76
per cent of the gross domestic
products (GDP) compared to the
world average of around 7 per
cent.Theregulatorisalsolooking
to introduce risk-based solvency
for insurance companies in the
nextthreeyearsandallowvideo-
based KYC process. Irdai also
wants insurers to improve the
persistency ratio—or continua-
tion of policies — for the 13th
monthandfiveyears.

1.48LAKHCOVIDCLAIMSWORTH`1,430CRORESETTLEDBY INSURERS

BRIEFLY
Hotelier,jeweller
inJ&Ksearched
NewDelhi:The IncomeTax
Departmenthasconducted
raids onaprominenthote-
lier and a jeweller based in
Jammu&Kashmironchar-
ges of alleged tax evasion,
theCBDTsaidThursday.

Probeinto‘duty
circumvention’
NewDelhi: TheDirectorate
General of TradeRemedies
hasinitiatedaprobeintoan
allegedcircumventionofthe
anti-dumping duty im-
posedontheimportsof‘axle
fortrailers’ fromChina. PTI

SBIinksMoU
withAusbank
New Delhi: State Bank of
India (SBI) in Australia has
inked a memorandum of
understanding (MoU)with
Australiandigital BankVolt
Bank for serving Indianmi-
grantsintheAustralianmar-
ket. ENS

NewDelhi:TheFinanceMinistryseemstobehaving
secondthoughtsonwhethertoaccedetoagrowing
demandfromtheautoindustryforgoodsandserv-
icestax(GST)ratecuts,giventhehole itmightburn
intherevenues.InsteadofaskingforGSTrelief,Indian
autocompaniesmusttryandlowercostsbyreduc-
ingassortedroyaltypaymentstoforeignparentsand
usetheresultantroomtodrivesalesviapricecuts,a
Ministryofficialsaid,onconditionofanonymity. FE

GST cut for auto sector unlikely

Bankers pitch stressed domestic
assets to foreign investors

Personal bankruptcy: SC rejects
SBI appeal against Anil Ambani

INDUBHAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER17

THESUPREMECourtonThursday
dismissedtheappealofStateBank
of India (SBI) seekingvacationof
thestaygrantedbytheDelhiHigh
Court on personal bankruptcy
proceedingsinitiatedbythebank

againstRelianceGroupchairman
AnilAmbani.
SBI’scaseisthatithadgranted

creditfacilitiestoRelianceComm-
unications (RCom) andReliance
Infratel (RTIL) in 2015 and the
samewerepersonallyguaranteed
byAmbanipursuant toadeedof
personalguaranteeofSeptember
23,2016,furnishedbyhim. FE

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER17

INDIANLENDERSaremarketing
domesticstressedassetstoforeign
investorsnoting that the current
economic scenariowould offer
“fantasticvaluations”topotential
foreigninvestorsbesidesaccessto
adedicatedworkforceandalarge
domesticmarket.
At a conferenceorganisedby

FICCI, SBI ChairmanRajnishKu-

marsaidwhilethenumberofdis-
tressedassetsinIndiamaynotbe
aslargeasmanyexpect,itwasstill
a significantmarket that foreign
investors should takenoteof.He
said SBIwouldbewilling to join
handswith potential investors
actingastheir localpartners.
Sunil Mehta, CEO, Indian

Banks’Association,saidthemar-
ket for distressed assets in India
offered a very good investment
propositionwithassets available
atlowvaluations.

■IrdaiChairman
SubhashCKhuntiasaid
theregulatorwill
considerextendingthe
tenureforCovidpolicies
fromMarch2021
■Hesaidthat2.38lakh
claimsforcoronavirus
havebeenfiledbythe
policyholdersasofnow

EXTENDINGTENURE
OFCOVIDPOLICIES

Irdaiworking on2 insurance schemes
forMSMEs, another for dwelling units ENSECONOMICBUREAU

NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER17

MORETHAN50per cent ofmo-
bilenetworkequipmentusedby
state-runBharat SancharNigam
Limited (BSNL) comes from two
Chinese companies, namely
HuaweiandZTE,while10percent
ofthemobilenetworkequipment
used byMahanagar Telephone
Nigam Limited (MTNL) is sup-
pliedbyChinesevendors,thegov-
ernment informed the Rajya
SabhaonThursday.
“Bharat Sanchar Nigam

Limited(BSNL),has44.4percent
of itsmobilenetworkequipment
fromZTE and 9.0 per cent from
Huawei.Mahanagar Telephone
NigamLimited(MTNL),has10per
centofitsmobilenetworkequip-
ment fromChinese equipment
manufacturers,”MinisterofState

for Communications Sanjay
Dhotresaidinhisreply.
State-runBSNLandMTNLonly

have 2G and 3Gnetworks as of
date.Afteraborderskirmishwith
ChinesesoldiersintheGalwanval-
leyregionofLadakh,whichkilled
20Indiansoldiers,thegovernment
movedtocanceltheparticipation
of Chinese companies fromten-
dersandprojectsinIndia.
As part of the same strategy,

the Department of Telecomm-
unications (DoT) hadon June17
askedboththestate-runtelcosto
canceltheirtenderfortheroll-out

of 4G. A reworked tender, to be
floatedlater,waslikelytocontain
provisionsspellingoutthebanon
Chinese telecomgear vendors.
Thetender,however,hasnotbeen
floatedtilldate.
Among the private telcos,

whileReliance Jio Infocommhas
notdeployed“anytelecomequip-
mentfromZTEandHuaweiinits
network”, Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone Idea (Vi) follow a
“multi-vendor”strategywhichin-
cludesprocuringequipmentfrom
Chinese vendors aswell, Dhotre
saidinhisreplytotheRajyaSabha.
Though the government has

not banned telecom service
providersfrompurchasinggears
from Chinese telecom equip-
ment vendors, it has in place
“comprehensivesecuritycondi-
tions”forsuchvendorsaspartof
their licensing norms, Dhotre
said inhis reply.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER17

THESHAPOORJIPallonjiGrouphassentlegalnotices,
seekingdamagesfromTataSonsanditsboardmem-
bersfor“illegallyblocking”theMistryfamily’sbidto
raisefundsbypledgingTataGroupshares.
Thelegalnotice,sentonSeptember15viatheSP

GrouplawyersDesai&DiwanjionbehalfofSterling
InvestmentCorporationandCyrusInvestments,has
giventhemthreedaystorespondfailingwhichlegal
actionseekingdamageswouldbeinitiated.

SP Group sends notice to
Tata Sons, seeks damages

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER17

OVER THREE years after it was
firstenvisaged,an Indianairline
will start offering in-flightWiFi
internetconnectivityFridayon-
wards. Full-service carrier
Vistarasaiditwillbeginoffering
the service onboard its interna-
tionalflightsbetweenDelhiand
London operated by its Boeing
787-9Dreamlineraircraft.
“Asanintroductoryoffer,the

service will be available free of
costtoallVistaracustomersfora
limited period. Vistara plans to
soonintroducetheserviceonits
AirbusA321neoaircraft aswell,
subject to regulatory approvals
... During the limited period of
the free offering, Vistara will
gather information on system
functionality and feedback on
theoverallcustomerexperience
to further fine-tune the service.
The airline will announce the
tariff plans for the service in
due course,” Vistara said in a
statement.

Vistara becomes
1st Indian carrier
to offer in-flight
WiFi connectivity

US firm files lawsuit
against HDFC Bank
Mumbai: US-based Rosen Law
Firm has filed a class action
lawsuit against HDFC Bank on
behalfof itsshareholders,alleg-
ing that the lender hadmisled
its investors.
The company has sought

damages from the bank and
sought a trial by jury, according
toacopyof thecomplaintavail-
ableonRosen’swebsite.FE

Over 50% equipment in BSNL
mobile networks Chinese: Govt

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER17

DRREDDY’S Laboratories (DRL)
announcedonWednesdaythatit
will distribute 100million (10
crore)dosesofRussia’sSputnikV
Covid-19vaccineinIndiaaftercon-
ducting final-stagehuman trials
and receiving regulatory clear-
anceshere.ShouldIndia’stopdrug
regulatorybodysignoffonphase
3 trials in the country, SputnikV
will replace Serum Institute of
India’s (SII’s) ‘Covishield’ as the
frontrunnerintheracetoproduce
aCovid-19vaccineforIndia.

WhatisSputnikV?
Thisisavaccinethatuses ‘hu-

manadenoviralvector’technology
—basicallyvaccinesthatmakeuse
of‘adenoviruses’knowntocausea
wide range of illnesses, ranging
from fevers, coughs and sore
throats topinkeye, diarrheaand
bladderinfections.Theadenovirus
ismodifiedandweakenedsothat
it cannot replicate in thehuman
body. Instead, it will act like a
TrojanHorse,carryinginstructions
forthecellsinthehumanbodyto

produce the spiky outer layer
(spikeprotein)ofSARS-CoV-2,the
virusthatcausesCovid-19.
This is expected to help the

body recognise the spikeprotein
asaforeignsubstanceandbuildan
immune response against it so
that it can tackle the real virus
whenittriestoinfect.

WhatdoesDRL’sagreement
meanforIndia?Howsoonwill
itbeavailableto
publichere?
WhileIndiahasbeen

in discussions with
Russia to explore the
possibility of using
Sputnik V here for
around a month now,
this is the first concretedevelop-
ment thatshowsthevaccinewill
cometoIndia.DRLonWednesday
announceditsagreementwiththe
RussianDirect Investment Fund
(RDIF)—Russia’ssovereignwealth
fundthathasbeencloselyinvolved
inthesediscussions—toperform
phase3human trials of thevac-
cine in India, followingwhich it
woulddistributethevaccinehere
forpublicuse.
IfthetimelinegivenbyRDIFis

tobebelieved, thismeans thatat
least100million(10crore)Indians
canexpecttostartgettingaCovid-
19vaccinebytheendof thisyear
itself—onedoseofthevaccinein-
cludesthetwovialsconsistingthe
separate adenoviral vectors, ac-
cordingtoanRDIFspokesperson.
Goingbythegovernment’svacci-
nationpriorities, healthcare and
frontlineworkersand thosewho
work inoccupations thatwould

make themvulnera-
bletoCovidmightbe
thefirsttogetit.

Whatarethe
potentialissues
thatweshould
keepinmindwith

thisvaccine?Whatistheroad
ahead?
This vaccinewasapproved in

Russia evenbeforephase3 trials
wereconducted.EventhePhase-
1 and2human trialswere con-
ducted on less than100people.
While findings from the earlier
studies showed that thevaccine
was safe, the relatively smaller
numberofvolunteersinthetrials
andlackofphase3trialsbeforeap-
provalshaddrawnglobalcriticism.

Theonlywaytotrulyascertain
thesafetyandeffectivenessofthis
vaccineistolookatlong-termin-
formation fromthosevaccinated
intheearliertrialsaswellastocon-
duct larger phase 3 trials over a
longerperiodoftime.
Thesephase3 trialsoftenen-

rolthousandsofvolunteersrepre-
sentingamorediversepopulation
andchecks forwhether thevac-
cine is able to generate the re-
quired immune response effec-
tively andwithout any serious
adverse reactions. To this end,
post-registration trials involving
40,000volunteersarenowunder-
way, according to RDIF. Brazil is
alsoexpectedtoapprovethevac-
cineforlocaluseonlyafterphase3
trials.Howwell thisvaccinedoes
in Indiawill nowdependon the
protocol thatDRL follows, the re-
sults fromphase3trialshereand
datageneratedfrompost-registra-
tiontrials inRussiaandlate-stage
trialsinothercountries.DRLisex-
pectedtoapproachtheIndianreg-
ulatorwithitsrequesttoconduct
thephase3trialhere“shortly”,as
perRDIF.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Sputnik V Covid vaccine: Issues and road ahead
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER17

SHARES OF Happiest Minds
Technologies Thursdaymade a
strongdebut onexchangeswith
thesharemore thandoublingon
the listing day. The company’s
shares,which opened at Rs 351,
surged toahighof Rs395on the
BSE, compared to the issueprice
ofRs166andclosedatRs371dur-
ingtheday.
Thecompany’smarketcapital-

isationon the listingdaywasRs
5,448crore.Thestakeofpromot-

erswhoholdaround53per cent
of the capital iswortharoundRs
2,800 crore. The IPO was sub-
scribed151times.

Happiest Minds lists at 111% premium

Meanwhile,10%of
mobilenetwork
equipmentusedby
MTNLissuppliedby
Chinesevendors

MARKETCAPITALISATION

■Thecompany’smarket
capitalisationonthelistingday
wasRs5,448crore.Thestakeof
promoterswhoholdaround
53percentof thecapital is
wortharoundRs2,800crore.

`5,448cr

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER17

PETROL SALES rose 1.7 per cent in the first half of
September,growingforthefirsttimesinceCovid-19-
relatedlockdownsbeganinMarch,asperofficialsales
datafromthethreeleadingstate-ownedoilmarket-
ingcompanies.Dieselsales,however,fell6.2percent
comparedtosalesinthefirsthalfof lastSeptember.
Petrolsalesforthefirst16daysofSeptemberstood

at 1,041.4 thousandmetric tonnes (TMT), up from
1,024.5TMTintheyear-agoperiod.

Petrol sales up in Sept,
1st time since lockdown

New Delhi
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MAXWELL, CAREY TO THE RESCUE
Glenn Maxwell and Alex Carey struck centuries in a 212-run
stand to help Australia reach a record target of 303 at Old
Trafford with two balls remaining and secure a one-day
international series win over England.

CROSSWORD4227

ACROSS
1 Warningadvice toan
introvert (4,3)

5 Awordforcurrency’supsand
downs(5)

8 Churchandstatedividedby
uncommonhatred(9)

9 Ready forcollection (3)
10 Aresoundingcomeback(4)
12 Agameinvolvingmoreofus
(8)

14 Coldtart (6)
15 Bringsbackgamesand
increaseskeenness (6)

17 Whatscoresof youngpeople
are in? (8)

18 Voyageanyskipperwouldtry
toavoid (4)

21 Take food fromtheattendant
(3)

22 Distressedwine lover
naturallyaglutton(9)

24 Howmusicmaybe
distinguished?(5)

25 Unusuallybolduseof
lookalikes (7)

DOWN
1 Money isabait that takes
many in(5)

2 Absent inerror (3)
3 Warningthatamanisabout
tocry (4)

4 Swingroundtoattackorstart
running(4,2)

5 Endure-strangetorelate
(8)

6 Not topayachequeresults in
disgrace (9)

7 Settlerdistributesmail
(7)

11 Africanwhoprovidesa
warmingdrinkabout ten
(9)

13 Given,and ideallyshouldn’t
bepaidback(8)

14 Birdafterapiece foranother
(7)

16 Leasedoutorshutup(6)
19 Pleasecutdowntheexcuses
(5)

20 Astateof purechaos (4)
23 Iwillbebrieflyunwell (3)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Astheweekdrawstoa
close,partnersseem
evenlessdisposedto
agreethanwhenit

began.Yetsomuchof interestis
beingsaidthatitwouldbea
shameifyounoticedonlythe
insultsandarguments.A
passionateMoonrestoresyour
senseofpride,soifotherpeople
can'tgeton,thatistheirproblem!

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
It isunlikelythat
anyonewillbe
interestedin
apologisingforrecent

hurtsorwithdrawinggrievous
allegations.Yetthemannerof
yourresponseisaquestionforyou
alonetodecide.Youwillshortly
beoffonanewpathathome,one
whichcouldchangeyourlifefor
ever-andinmorewaysthanone!

GEMINI(May22-June21)
Mercury,your
planetaryruler,may
bethebringerof
wisdom.Yetthereis

anirresponsiblesidetothis
celestialbody,anditisthiswhich
isdominanttoday.Therewillbe
littleinclinationtocompromise,
sowhydon'tyoustayawayfrom
controversialquestions?

CANCER(June22-July23)
Thisisnotimeforthe
thin-skinnedand
sensitiveamongst
you.Thesensible

membersofyoursignwillbe
withdrawingintothesafetyof
theirprotectiveshells,hidingin
theirpersonalemotionalbunkers.
If there'sanythingyouwanttodo,
inanyareaof life,fromclimbing
MountEveresttoflyingtothe
Moon,fromdailyroutine,toyour
wildestdreams,doitnow.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Partnersmaybe
perfectlywell-
intentioned,butthat
doesn'texcusethem

fromresponsibilityforsomeof
life'sbiggestblunders.It isdifficult
torememberatimewhenthe
planetswerelessinclinedtoagree
orseesense.However,thereisone
simplesolution:keepsmilingand
rememberthatasenseofhumour
isvital.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Todayisfranklyfar
fromdull.Youwillbe
betterplacedto
extracttheunusual,

interestingandstimulating
snippetsfromthedisputesand
argumentswhichseemtobe
ragingamongstfriends,partners
andcolleagues.However,gentle
Taureaninfluencessuityour
earthyVirgoantemperamentand
seeyouthroughunscathed.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Whileyoumayfeel
underconsiderable
personalpressure,
thesearejustthesort

ofconditionsinwhichyour
strongerqualitiesshouldcome
out.Youreallymustnowuseall
yourconsiderableexperienceasa
diplomatandfixer,torestorea
levelofpeaceandunderstanding.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Withoutinanyway
appearingtoscore
points,youcannow
affordtosaywhathas

beenonyourmindforsometime.
Itispossible,though,thatnobody
willtakeanynotice,oreven
understandyourmessage.And,if
thatisthecase,whydon'tyou
justbideyourtimeandkeep
yoursecrets?

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Clarityandhonestyin
yourdealingswith
partnersand
colleaguesoverthe

nextfewdaysshouldensurethat
youarenotoutofpocket.
However,youmustnowrethink
yourfinancialplans.Inlove,
partnerscouldbeexcessively
sentimental,yetsometimesyou'll
findtheirrefusaltofacethefuture
deeplyirritating.

CAPRICORN(Dec23-Jan20)
Youmustspeakyour
mindandgeta
numberof
frustrationsoffyour

chest.Yet,atthesametime,you
shouldbepreparedforother
peopletosaythingswhichyou
maynotwanttohear.This
isthepriceyoumustpayfor
honesty.Unfortunately,youhave
stilltofindoutthatthetruthas
youseeit, isnotthetruthas
partnersseeit!

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Adeeplychallenging
planetaryset-up
indicatesthatan
emotionaltieremains

asourceofanxiety.Yourwork
maysuffer,asmayyourhealth,if
youallowsuchfearsandworries
tocontinue.Thisis,bytheway,an
idealmomentfordealingwith
healthmatters, includingyour
spiritualwell-being.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Thereisnoknowing
exactlyhowcurrent
trendsaretocontinue.
However,youraim

mustbetocreatethatsenseof
justice, integrityandfair-play
whichotherpeopleso
conspicuouslylack.Asfrom
tomorrow,you'llbeinanew,
bright,decisivemood,sosmarten
upandgetready.Partnerswill
expectthebest!
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
ManyatreasurebesidesAliBaba'sisunlockedwitha______.-HenryvanDyke(6,3)

SOLUTION:ENEMA,RULED/LURED,STABLY,SKIVVY
Answer:ManyatreasurebesidesAliBaba'sisunlockedwithaverbalkey.
-HenryvanDyke

MNAEE ALSTBY

DEULR ISVYKV

SolutionsCrossword4226:Across:1Protract,5Hasp,9Found,10Seaside,11
Missionaries,13Lotion,14Sexton,17Expresstrain,20Inkwell,21Until,22Garb,23
Gradient.Down:1Puff,2Oculist,3Rediscovered,4Castor,6Alibi,7Pressing,8
Paradeground,12Altering,15Thistle,16Ostler,18Poker,19Flat.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

Waiting for the second innings
I P L 2 0 2 0 S H O R T S T O R I E S I A J I N K Y A R A H A N E

Rahanehashada forgettable timeof late.Cantheupcoming IPLhelphimgetback into thegroove?

VISHALMENON&
DEVENDRAPANDEY
SEPTEMBER17

FORAplayeronceconsideredIndia’sbestall-
formatbatsmanafterViratKohli,thelastfew
yearshavebeen less thanstellar forAjinkya
Rahane. He is holding on to a place in the
middleorderintheTestteam,butlastplayed
white-ballcricketforthecountryinFebruary
2018. Tomakemattersworse, the 32-year-
old has experienced diminishing returns in
the longest formataswell.
His last assignment before the world

went into lockdown produced amere 91
runs from four innings in New Zealand.
However, it seemed a casemore of a clut-
teredmindset than any apparent technical
discrepancy.
Fear of failure and losing his Test spot

seemedtobeweighingheavilyonRahane’s
mind. He seems a shadow of the batsman
whoscoredmoreoverseasTesthundredsin
his first 10 Tests thanmanaged by Sachin
Tendulkar,VVSLaxmanandRahulDravid.
As he gears up for the Indian Premier

League–nowinDelhiCapitalsafteradozen
years with Rajasthan Royals – Rahanewill
hopetheenforcedbreakwillhavegivenhim
a chance to reassess his game and recharge
hisbatteries.

Taking toomuchresponsibility
Sometimes,beingtootightlystrungasan

individualandwantingtosucceedtoobadly
gets in thewayof success.
Former Mumbai coach and Rahane’s

one-time room-mate Vinayak Samant is
someonewhohasseenRahanedevelopasa
player,evenbeforehecameintothenational
side. “Sometimes,hehasahabitof thinking
toomuch.Irememberwhenhemadehisde-
but forMumbaimore thanadecadeago,he
was putting toomuch pressure on himself.
His thinkingwas on the lines that ‘I have to
takeresponsibilityonmyshouldersandtake
theteamtovictory.’Sometimes,thesethings
backfire and hewas a complete flop in his
first fivematches. Once he started to relax

anddidn’ttaketoomuchtension,hestarted
to score runs again,” the former wicket-
keeper toldThe IndianExpress.
Samantvouchesfortheseriousnesswith

which Rahane takes his cricket. “He is one
wholikestosleepby9pmandwakeupby5
am. Hiswork ethic is tremendous.When it
comes to batting, his class is comparable to
Kohli’s.Hisstatsprovethat, lookathisscores
abroad. Most of his runs have come away

fromhome.Butlastseason,Ifelthewasplay-
inghisshotstooearly.Probably,somewhere
hewas in twominds.”

Left in the lurch
Maybe,all the talkabouthis scoringrate

–by formerskipperMahendraSinghDhoni
– andgettingdropped after a solid one-day
series inSouthAfrica in2018 is still takinga
toll on Rahane’smindset. Thatwas after he
was constantly in and out of the side, and
shuttledaroundasanopener,one-downand
theninthemiddleorder.HisT20Icareerhas
seen just 20 games, the last of which came
fouryearsagoagainst theWest Indies.
None other than captain Kohli had

heaped praise on Rahane after that South
Africa tour, and it looked like India had ze-
roed in on their No.4 batsman for the 2019
WorldCupinEngland.“VeryhappyforJinks
(Rahane). Jinks is a top-class player.Weun-
derstood fast bowlingwas going to be a big
factorinthistour.Hewassuperb;hetookon

thefastbowlers,”Kohlihadsaidafterthese-
rieswin.
Someonewho has helped himwith his

game over time thinks Rahane probably is
tooniceaguytoquestionhisomissionfrom
theplayingXI.
“It’s amysterywhyhedoesn’t playODIs

despite him performing whenever given
chances.Sometimes, I feelheneedstospeak
up.He is a reserved guywhodoesn’t like to
arguewith anyone but a time comeswhen
one has to start asking questions. He is the
vice-captainof the (Test) teamandneeds to
show that in the dressing roomby talking,”
oneof hismentors toldThe IndianExpress.
“Hewas about to get dropped for a Test

matchagainstSriLanka inDelhidespitebe-
ing thevice-captain.Hewas finewith itun-
tiloneofhisMumbaiteammatesquestioned
the teammanagementabouthisexclusion.
He(Rahane)hasgivenanimpressionthat

if the teammanagement wants, they can
drophimandhewilltakeithappily. It’sgood
to say ‘I’m ready tomake a sacrifice for the
team’butonehastounderstandhardreality.
Publicmemory is short. He should have

been in theWorld Cup team. But Rahane
neverquestionedhisomission.”
It tookhimmorethanayeartoarticulate

hisdisappointmentaboutmissingtheWorld
Cup.“IwasactuallythinkingIwillbetherein
theWorldCupbattingatNo.4,but it isgone
now. I don’t think toomuch about it (the
World Cup), but yes, especiallywhen Iwas
playing county cricketwhen theWorldCup
washappening…asaplayereveryonewants

tobeapartoftheWorldCupteam,especially
whenyouknowyouhaveworkedreallyhard,
andyourrecordinthepastwasreallygood.”

Fresh start a good start?
Ahead of this IPL, Rahane’s career is at a

crossroads. Hewould like to remind selec-
torsabouthiswhite-ballprowess,especially
withthetwoT20WorldCupsanda50-over
World Cup scheduled over the next three
years. Itwill be a reboot for himwith anew
franchise. Interestingly, it was Sourav
Ganguly — the current BCCI president and
the franchise's mentor till last year —who
was instrumental in getting Rahane on
board. Ganguly’s endorsementmay restore
much-neededconfidence inhim.
Thelongbreakduetothepandemicmay

workinhisfavourtoo.Inhisfirstvirtualpress
conference for the Delhi Capitals, Rahane
saidhehadnotpickedupacricketbatinfive
months.Visualisationexercises,meditation
and spending time with daughter Arya
helpedhim through theperiod in isolation.
Thekeywouldbetoshedthebaggageof the
past, andenjoyhisbattingagain.
ButitremainstobeseenwhetherRahane

manages to book apermanent spot for him
intheDelhiCapitalsplayingXI.PrithviShaw
and Shikhar Dhawan are likely to be the
opening pair andwith skipper Shreyas Iyer
andthedynamicRishabhPant intheset-up
– not tomention overseas players like Alex
Carey,ShimronHetmyerandMarcusStoinis
–theveteranmayhavetowarmthedugout
inat least a fewgames.
Even though he has expressed his will-

ingness to bat in themiddle order, batting
downtheorderinthe20-overformatcomes
with its own set of challenges. In the past,
Rahane has had his best time as an opener
inT20cricket.
The teammanagement may consider

himsurplus to requirements later in theor-
der, and the innings, when batsmen are re-
quiredto findtheboundaryandstandsona
regularbasis. If thathappens, itwillbeinter-
estingtoobservewhetherRahanetakesiton
the chin, ‘for the team’, or speaks up about
thedisappointment.

MENFORALL SEASONS
After a dozenuninterrupted
appearances at the IPL, these
regulars boast cent percent
attendance and the eternal
promise of a plucky13th year of
reinventions. Featuring IPL’s
most prominentmainstays, an
Express countdown to India’s big
sports reopening Saturdaynight.

AjinkyaRahane lastplayedODIs for India inFebruary2018. File

AshegearsupfortheIndian
PremierLeague–nowinDelhi
Capitalsafteradozenyearswith
RajasthanRoyals–Rahanewill
hopetheenforcedbreakwill
havegivenhimachanceto
reassesshisgameandrecharge
hisbatteries.

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER17

ENGLANDANDAustralia cricketers are ex-
pectedtobeavailablefortheirrespectiveIndian
PremierLeague(IPL)franchisesrightfromthe
startofthetournament.Thisfollowsareduced
36-hourquarantineperiod,insteadofsixdays,
for the 21 cricketerswho are coming to the
UnitedArab Emirates (UAE) from theUnited
Kingdom(UK)attheconclusionofthelimited-
oversseriesbetweenEnglandandAustralia.
A franchise CEO, however, informed that

playersgoingtoAbuDhabiwillhavetoundergo
a six-day quarantine period. It means that
KolkataKnightRiders’ (KKR)EoinMorgan,Pat
Cummins andTomBantonwill have to be in
isolationforsixdays. Fortheplayerstobebased
inDubai,anofficialofafranchisetoldTheIndian
Express: “They (England andAustralia crick-
eters)willbeavailableforthefirstmatchifthey
testnegative inthetests tobedonetomorrow
(Friday)andremain in isolation fromthetime
theylandinDubaitill the19thmorning.”
According to BCCI sources, as the players

are coming fromone bio-bubble to another,
theyhavebeenallowedareducedquarantine
period.TheplayershadtoundergoCovidtests
before boarding the flight in England, while
anotherroundofRT-PCRtestswouldbedone
upontheir arrival inDubai.
CSKhaveAustraliaseamerJoshHazlewood

and England allrounder Sam Curran. Delhi
Capitals have Australia allrounderMarcus
Stoinis and his compatriot, ‘keeper-batsman
Alex Carey and allrounder Daniel Sams.
Australia’sGlennMaxwellprovidesthex-fac-
tor forKingsXIPunjab,whileEngland’sChris
Jordanisoneof theirdeath-bowlingoptions.
KKRhaveEngland’sEoinMorganandTom

Banton, and the team’smost expensive buy,
Australia fast-bowling allrounder Pat
Cummins. Rajasthan Royals have Australia’s
SteveSmithastheirskipper,andEngland’sJos
Buttler, Jofra Archer and TomCurran as their
keyplayers.RoyalChallengersBangalorehave
Australia’s Aaron Finch, AdamZampa, Kane
Richardson and Josh Philippe, and England’s
MoeenAli.SunrisersHyderabadhavetheirtal-
isman and captain, Australia’s DavidWarner
andEngland’s JonnyBairstow.

Quarantine
period cut down
for Australia,
England players

New Delhi
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