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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932



DIVYAGOYAL
LUDHIANA,SEPTEMBER16

THEYFACEDthe threatofmuti-
lation forwearing nail polish or
lipstick. They were publicly
flogged for violating the dress
code. They were barred from
steppingoutof homewithouta
malecompanion.Theywerede-
niededucation.
Today, the three women in

the Afghan government’s 21-
member team that is holding
peace talks with an all-male
Taliban delegation in Qatar’s

Dohahavedrawnthelineforany
roadmapthatemerges:“Weare
heretotelltheTalibanthatithas
to face, respect and accept the
newAfghanistan.”
"Wearen’t reading fromany

book, but speaking fromwhat
wehaveexperienced;whatwe,
the women, have lived under
Taliban rule from1996 to 2001.
Wefacedsystematicdiscrimina-
tion, when women were not
treated as humans. A girl could
not go to school, our clothes
werecontrolled,awomancould
notevenvisitadoctorwithouta
male companion. But now, the

Talibanhave tounderstandthat
things have changed," says
Fawzia Koofi, a lawmaker from
Badakhshan province who is
also the Deputy Speaker in
Parliament.
The45-year-oldisamongthe

threewomenat the peace talks
that started on September 12,
alongwithHabiba Sarabi, a for-
merminister and teacher, and
Sharifa Zurmati, a journalist. A
fourthmember, FatimaGailani,
who is the former president of
Afghan Red Crescent Society, is
expected to join the delegation
soon after being delayed due to

health reasons.
Speaking to The Indian

Express on phone from Doha,
Koofi sayssherecently survived
an assassination attemptwhen
agunmanopenedfireatherve-
hicle on August 15, injuring her
arm.
“Be it pre-Taliban, Taliban or

post-Taliban, women in
Afghanistanhave been through
a lot. But it has only given us
more strength to speak up.We
are fighting foracountrywhere
everyonewill have the right to
casttheirvoteregardlessof their
gender, religion, sect, etc.

Women’srightsandissueshave
tobeincludedeverywhere,they
cannot be segregated,” she says
aboutherexpectationsfromthe
crucial summit.
Koofi had set up a home

schoolforgirlsduringtheTaliban
regimeandlaterwasthefacebe-
hind the ‘Back to School’ cam-
paign forgirls in2001.
“Peace talks are almost al-

ways a complicated process
acrosstheworld.Here, it ismore
so because there is the Taliban.
We are carrying a double re-
sponsibility on our shoulders.
We are representing not only

womenbutalsoourcountry.We
havetopreserveourdemocracy
without which peace cannot
happen. And democracy will
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Court fixes
Sept 30 for
Babri verdict,
tells accused
to be present

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,SEPTEMBER16

A SPECIAL court hearing the
1992 Babri Masjid demolition
case on Friday fixed September
30 for pronouncement of judg-
ment, and directed all the ac-
cusedtoremainpresentincourt
on thatday.
Among the 32 accused are

senior BJP leaders Lal Krishna
Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi,
Kalyan Singh, Sakshi Maharaj,
Brij Bhushan Saran Singh and
UmaBharti.
According to PTI, Kalyan

Singh, formerUP chiefminister
and now Rajasthan governor,
whohadtestedpositiveforcoro-
navirus, was discharged from
Sanjay Gandhi Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Sciences in
Lucknowandadmitted toapri-
vatehospital inGhaziabad.
InNovember last year,while

deciding the Ayodhya title suit
case inaunanimous5-0verdict,
a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court had referred to
the demolition of the Babri
Masjid as a "calculated act" in
breachofthecourtordertomain-
tainstatusquoand"anegregious
violationof theruleof law".
"On 6 December 1992, the

structure of the mosque was
brought down and themosque
was destroyed. The destruction
of the mosque took place in
breachof theorderofstatusquo
and an assurance given to this
Court. The destruction of the
mosque and the obliteration of
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Timeline 21
months, Tata
Projects to
build new
Parliament

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

TATA PROJECTS Limited on
Wednesdaywonthebidtocon-
structthenewParliamentbuild-
ing—apart of the Central Vista
redevelopmentproject.
Anofficialof theMinistryof

Housing andUrbanAffairs said
TataProjectsLtdhadsubmitted
a bid of Rs 861.90 crore.
According to theCentral Public
Works Department (CPWD),
the construction cost was esti-
mated at Rs 889 crore. Larsen
and Toubro (L&T) submitted a
bid of Rs 865 crore.
According to the original

plan,thenewbuildingwastobe
ready by 2022, to coincidewith
75 years of Independence. The
construction isexpectedto take
about21months.
TheCentralVistaredevelop-

ment project envisages a trian-
gular Parliament building, a
commoncentralsecretariatand
revamping of the 3-km-long
Rajpath, from Rashtrapati
Bhavanto IndiaGate.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,SEPTEMBER16

CALLING THE Andhra Pradesh
High Court’s gag order as “un-
precedented”, Sajjala Rama-
krishna Reddy, a Cabinet-rank
leader who is Advisor to the
Andhra Pradesh Government
(PublicAffairs),Wednesdaysaid
the statewill challenge it in the
SupremeCourt shortly.
Thebenchof Chief Justice JK

Maheshwari issued an order
Tuesday night not to report an
FIR filed by theAndhra Pradesh
Anti-CorruptionBureauagainst
a former legalofficerandothers
overlandpurchaseinAmaravati.
“Our party and government

feelthatTuesdaynight’sorderby

thecourt, that tooa topcourt, is
unprecedented.We have never
seen or heard of this kind of or-
der before. Normally, we see
governments trying tomuzzle
themediaorbringing in laws to
put curbs on themedia.When
thathappens,wehaveseenthat
courts have come forward to
safeguard the rights of theme-
dia.After theHighCourt’sorder
Tuesdaynight,we are leftwon-
dering how the situation has
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FawziaKoofi, SharifaZurmatiandHabibaSarabi inQatar

Afghan women in Doha talks team: ‘Taliban have to face, respect us’

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

Neverseen
orheardof
thiskindof
order, says
SRReddy

HC land deals gag order
unprecedented, will go
to SC: Jagan govt advisor

Police chargesheet
15 for ‘conspiracy’,
link Delhi riots to
anti-CAA protests

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

TRANSCRIPTS OF WhatsApp
chats, call records and 747wit-
nesses are among the key ele-
ments of the chargesheet filed
Wednesday by the Delhi Police
SpecialCellagainst15peopleina
“conspiracy” case related to the
FebruaryriotsinNortheastDelhi.
Thechargesheetincludesthe

names of former Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) councillor Tahir
Hussain, and Pinjra Tod’s
Devangana Kalita and Natasha
Narwal, as accused. But it does
not mention former JNU stu-
dents,UmarKhalidandSharjeel
Imam,whowerearrestedunder
thestringentUnlawfulActivities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) in the
case.

Khalid was arrested three
days ago and Imam lastmonth
inthecase,andtheirnameswill
be mentioned in the supple-
mentary chargesheet in the
comingmonths, police sources
said. Imamwas already under
custodyforhisallegedroleinthe
violence at JamiaMillia Islamia
lastDecemberandonchargesof
delivering speeches deemed
"seditious" during protests
against theCAAandNRC.
A senior police officer told

The Indian Express that the
chargesheet, filed at the
Karkardoomacourt, iswellover
17,000pages.“Theoperativepart
is2,692pagesandthetotalnum-
ber of pages, including annex-
ures, about17,500.Wehave747
witnesses in the chargesheet
andarerelyingontechnicalevi-
dence,WhatsAppchatsandCall
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‘Desi kattas in right
pockets’: Delhi
House panel flags
five copycat FIRs
SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

THE DELHI home department
hasdecidedto flag five identical
FIRs — filed in separate cases
againstfiveyouths, identifiedas
Faiz Ahmed (30), Athar (23),
Sohib (22), Shahrukh (22) and
Faizan (28), in connectionwith
the Northeast Delhi riots — in a
letter to the Delhi Police
Commissioner, The Indian
Expresshas learnt.
Besides the names of the

constables and the youths, and
theplace and timeof arrest, the
FIRs are identical in content: all
fiveseemedtobe“suspects”;on
spotting policemen, they
“turned around” and started
“walkingawayquickly”; andon
being frisked, theywere found
to be carrying loaded “desi kat-
tas” (locallymadepistol) “in the
rightpocket”of their trousers.

The FIRs were filed at the
Dayalpur police station under
theArmsAct,1959,onFebruary
27, when the youths were al-
legedly spotted, between 3 pm
and9.25pm,indifferentareasin
NortheastDelhi,wheretheriots
brokeoutonFebruary24-26.
The decision to flag the FIRs

was taken onWednesday after
theDelhiAssembly’scommittee
onwelfare of minorities, which
ishearingmattersrelatedtothe
riots, brought it to the notice of
Principal Secretary (Vigilance)
RajeevVerma,who,officialssaid,
attendedthemeetinginsteadof
Principal Secretary (Home) B S
Bhalla.
The committee also directed

Verma to ask the Police
Commissioneraboutthestatusof
the probe into the death of 24-
year-old Faizanwho, alongwith
two other men, was allegedly
madetosingthenationalanthem
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No ground lost in Depsang but India
hasn’t accessed large parts for 15 yrs

KRISHNKAUSHIK
&NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

CLEARINGTHEaironthesituation
in theDepsangPlains in Ladakh,
where China has been blocking
India’s access to four traditional
patrolling points sinceApril this
year,atopsecurityofficerhastold
TheIndianExpressthatwhilethere
has been no loss of ground this
timearound, Indian troopshave
nothadaccesstoalargechunkof
territoryon their sideof the Line
of Actual Control for "more than
10to15years"now.
Theofficeralsosaidthatother

than the regular ceasefire viola-
tionsand infiltration,nomobili-
sationoftroopsbyPakistanisev-
ident either along the Line of
Control,ornearSiachen, located
80kmeastoftheDepsangPlains.
Pakistan thoughhaskepta size-
ablenumberofIndiantroopsen-
gagedonthewesternfront,forc-
ing the Army to increase its
presence in Ladakhwith troops
fromothercommands.
While the focus at themo-

ment is on eastern Ladakh, the
Indian Army, the officer said, is
fullyseizedofthepossibilitythat
China could attempt ingress at
any other place along the con-
testedLAC.

“We expect that China can
act anywhere, why talk about
justeasternLadakh.Wearelook-
ing at Eastern Command also,”
he said, adding that the forces
areonalertalongtheentireLAC.

While China pulled back its
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER16

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das has
virtually ruled out any relax-
ation in the loan restructuring
scheme to tackle theCovid-19-
related stress, saying the
schemehadbeenstructured to
balancetheinterestsofbothde-
positors and borrowers, and to
prevent the piling up of bad
loans as had happened some
years ago.
Das also cautioned that the

economicrecoverywouldlikely
beonlygradual,astheupticksin
somesectors“appeartobelevel-
lingoff”.
“Wedon’twanttobebackin

the situation thatwas fiveyears
ago, when NPAs of banks had

risenverysteeply,”theGovernor
said at the FICCI Executive
Committee meeting on
Wednesday.Hewasresponding
to a plea to extend the recast
scheme to four years, with lib-
eral ratios.
“We are alsomindful of the

fact that Covid has negatively
impacted a large number of
businesses... they also need re-
lief,”hesaid.
The RBI had chosen an ac-

commodative policy, injected
moreliquidity,andeasedvarious
normstotackletheglobalfinan-

cial crisis in 2008-09. However,
this led to a surge in bad loans
from2014-15.
The primary concern of

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

THEMOREaccommoda-
tive stance takenby the
RBI in thewakeof the
global financial crisisof
2008-09, led toasurge in
bad loans from2014-15.
Theprimaryconcernof
banks, according to the
Governor, shouldbe to
protect the interestsof
depositors.

Lessons
frompast
crisisE●EX
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TopofficersaysIndianpatrollingpointsinareablockedsinceApril;Army
stepsuppresence,onalerttofoilanyingressattemptelsewherealongLAC

DelhiPoliceofficialsbringthe17,000-pages-pluschargesheet
toKarkardoomacourt intheCapitalonWednesday.PTI

AnIAF jet inLehonWednesdayamidtheprolongedIndia-China face-off. PTI

RBI rules out relaxation in loan
recast: ‘Must protect investors’

Upticks ina
fewsectors
are levelling
off:RBI
Governor

“Impossible to
justify licence given
to BJP stalwarts —
to rant, threaten”
JULIORIBEIRO
FORMERMUMBAIPOLICECHIEF
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‘Indiaat
tablemeans
itbackstalks,
recognises
impact’

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW P5

KAUNAINSHERIFFM,
JAYMAZOOMDAAR
&PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

AT LEAST 200 influencers, in-
cluding scholars, researchers,
thinktanksandmediaorganisa-
tions,and40servingandretired
IndianForeignService(IFS)offi-
cers who held key diplomatic
positions are listed in the
Overseas Key Information
Database (OKIDB) created by
Chinese firm Zhenhua Data, an

investigation by The Indian
Expresshas revealed.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

ANEXPRESS INVESTIGATION PARTFOUR

MEAtalkstoChineseAmbassador;deeply
concerned, JaishankarwritestoCongMP

MANOJCG,LIZMATHEW
&SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

TAKINGupthematterwith the
Chinese Ambassador, the
GovernmentWednesdaysetup
anexpertcommitteeunderthe
National Cyber Security
Coordinator to study the reve-
lations in China Watching, an
investigation by The Indian
Express, that a Shenzen-based
company, with links to the
Chinese government, is moni-
toring over 10,000 Indian indi-

viduals andentities.
The“targets,”as theongoing

investigation has revealed, in-
clude President Ram Nath
Kovind, Prime Minister
NarendraModi, keyOpposition
leaders and men and women
from across a range of disci-
plines, politics, legislature, sci-
enceandstrategytobusiness,ju-
diciaryandthemedia.
Theexpertcommittee,ledby

LtGen(retd)RajeshPant, India’s
chiefcoordinatoroncybersecu-
rity, will evaluate the “implica-
tions”of thedigital surveillance

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

CHINA IS
WATCHING

(Clockwise fromtopleft)
HarshVardhanShringla;
RomilaThapar;Amitabh
Kant;AshisNandy

Govt sets upgroupunder cyber security head
to probeChinaWatching,will report in30days

Foreign secy, Niti CEO on list;
Facebook bans Zhenhua Data

RAJNATHONCHINA
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Ex-AAPcouncillor,PinjraTod
membersamongaccused

WHYCHINA
HARVESTSINDIA
DATA PAGE11
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Raises issuessimilar toones
behindappban, saidofficial
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Depsang
troops fromPatrolling Point-14
in Galwan to its side of the LAC
during the disengagement in
early July, a small number of
Chinese troops remain on the
IndiansideoftheLACatPP-15in
theareacalledHotSprings, and
PP-17AinthenearbyGograPost.
On Pangong Tso’s north bank,
Chinese troops never vacated
the Finger 4 ridgeline, and are
lessthan500metresawayfrom
Indian troops where the ridge
meetsFinger3.
In the Depsang Plains area,

China positioned two brigades,
and cut off India’s access to PPs
10 to 13. This Chinese denial of
accesstoIndiantroopstryingto
reachtheirtraditionalpatrolling
points, the officer said, began a
fewweeks before the present
standoff began.
TheDepsangPlainsissignif-

icantnotjustbecauseitis30km
southeastofthestrategicallyim-
portant Daulat Beg Oldie post
near the KarakoramPass in the
north, but also because in the
midstofmountainousterrain, it
offersaflatsurfacewhichcanbe
usedbyeither of the twocoun-
tries to launch amilitary offen-
sive,similartotheSpanggurGap
in theChushul sub-sector.
Bottleneck, a rocky outcrop

that provides connectivity
across the Depsang Plains, is
about7kmeastofBurtsewhere
the Indian Army has a base.
BurtseliesontheDarbuk-Shyok-
DaulatBegOldie (DSDBO)road.
ThetrackgoingeastfromBurtse
forksintotwoatBottleneck,the
reasonwhy it is also called the
Y-Junction. The tracknorth, fol-
lowing the Raki Nala, goes to-
wards PP10, while the track
southeast goes towards PP-13
along JiwanNala.
What’salsosignificantisthat

intheDepsangPlains,wherethe
Line of Patrolling lies consider-
ablybeyonditsperceptionofthe
LAC, India has not been able to
reachtheLACinthelast15years.
“We used to go up to those

patrolling points,” the officer
said. “We have not really lost
anything in this round of en-
counters.”
TheareabetweentheLineof

PatrollingandLAC“wasalready
under his control, those 972 sq
km, have been his,” the officer
said, adding that the “... more
than10to15years,he(PLA)has
beenthere”.
Butthisyear,Chinesetroops

beganblocking Indiantroopsat
Bottleneck,preventingaccessto
PPs 10 to 13. “That is where he
(PLA)isstoppingustoday”—itis
the same areawhere China po-
sitioned its troops during the
2013standoff aswell.
“He (PLA) has not comeand

permanently sat down at
Bottleneck.Wheneverwego,he
comesandblocksus…blocking
each other, a gamewhich has
beengoingoninanumberofar-
eas.We have not lost access. If
wewant, we can go tomorrow
also. But I (IndianArmy) do not
want to create another flash-
pointrightnow,”theofficersaid.
He said Indian troops could

access the patrolling limits in
March, but the Chinese have
blockedaccesssince.Hesaidthe
area that Indiacan’t accessnow
betweenthosepatrollingpoints
isaround10kmvertically,and4
to5kmhorizontally.
“Things started opening up

(in the summer), we resumed
patrolling,healsostarted.Since
roads on his side are better, he
comes faster up to a particular
place,” theofficer said.
China’sclaim,hesaid,iswest

of Bottleneck, around 2 km in-
ward of Burtsewhere India has
a base. Indian soldiers too have
not allowed Chinese patrols to
movebeyondBottleneck.
The Chinese objective, he

said, istotry"topressuptotheir
1959 claim line", and Indian
troops “havestoppedthem”.
TheofficersaidIndiahaspo-

sitionedanadequatestrengthof

troops to prevent China from
makingany ingress in thearea.
On India strengthening its

positionsat theSiachenbase, in
anticipation of Pakistan collud-
ingwithChina in caseof hostil-
ities, the officer said therewas
noneedtodothat.Siachenposi-
tions have “not” been re-en-
forced, he said “as that is not
connected to this”.
Earlier this month, Chief of

Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat remarked that “Pakistan
could take advantage” of any
military activity by China “and
create some trouble on the
northernborder”.
The officer said that apart

fromtheregularceasefireviola-
tions and infiltration, India has
not seen any mobilisation by
Pakistan. “Terrorist launchpads,
terrorist infrastructure,terrorist
training camps, those are still
there.Everyday,wehaveanen-
counter.”Tothatextent,India,he
said, is facing two fronts. “You
can say collusion is there” be-
tweenChinaandPakistan.
Andwhileitisnota“planned

collusion”, the officer said,
“Pakistani intelligence has
greater footprint in India, com-
pared to China”. The two coun-
tries, he said, “will definitely be
sharing intelligence” andChina
“will knowourmovements”.

Jagan advisor
changed so drastically,’’
Ramakrishna Reddy told The
IndianExpress.
He said the FIRwas filed by

an agency which is the Anti-
CorruptionBureauanditdidnot
contain anything that violated
theprivacyof personsnamed.
“There is nothing in the FIR

that might have immediately
punishedthosenamedinit.The
only information is that some
persons with influence pur-
chased land. So the hurried re-
sponse by the court sets a new
precedent,’’ he said.
“Wegetthefeelingthatthere

is one justice for the common
man and another for someone
whowas a former legal official.
The fairness and equality of
courts comes under scrutiny.
Insteadof dwellingonwhether
awronghasbeencommittedor
not,thecourtacceptedthepeti-
tioner’s contention that the FIR
wasmotivatedandborneoutof
revenge, and issued the gag or-
der... We ask whether there is
anyobjectivity in it,”hesaid.
Meanwhile, the Andhra

PradeshHighCourtWednesday
stayed investigations by a
Special InvestigationTeamcon-
stituted by the YSR Congress
Party government to probe all
deals, including the Amaravati
landpurchase,madebythepre-
vious Telugu DesamParty gov-
ernment from2014to2019.
TDP leaders Varla Ramaiah

and Alapati Raja filed petitions
in the High Court, alleging that
thegovernmentintendedtotar-
get TDP leaders, and that itwas
anactof revenge.

‘Desi kattas’
andthenationalsongbyagroup
ofpolicemenduringtheriots.As
reported by The Indian Express,
one policeman has been ques-
tioned in connectionwith the
deathsofar.
“I will write to the Police

Commissionerraisingtheissues
flagged here, butwe cannot in-
terfere in the police probe. The
aggrieved have other judicial
remedies at their disposal,”
Vermatoldthemeeting,adding
that the police department has
writtentothestategovernment
stating that all the 754 FIRs re-
latedtotheriotshavebeenclas-
sifiedas sensitive.
AAP MLA Amanatullah

Khan, chairmanof thecommit-
tee, directed Verma to ask the
police to produce the notifica-
tion through which the FIRs
havebeenclassifiedassensitive.
“The SupremeCourt has issued
cleardirectionsthatFIRscannot
beconcealed,”hesaid.

The five FIRs – 0066, 0067,
0068, 0069 and 0070 – lodged
at Dayalpur police station on
February27:

■ FIR 0066 says constable
Piyushspottedasuspect“hiding
behind a car at Nala Road
Brijpuriat3pm.Onnoticingthe
policeparty, thesuspect turned
around and started walking
awayquickly.Whenwestopped
him, he revealed his name and
address andon friskinghimwe
founda loadeddesi katta in the

rightpocketof hispant”.
■ FIR 0067 says constable

Subhash found a suspect “hid-
ingbehindaclosedpaanshopat
ChandBaghat5.45pm”.Therest
--ontheaccusedtrying towalk
awayandpolicefindingaloaded
desi katta --matches verbatim
with theother fourFIRs.

■ FIR 0068 says constable
Deepakfoundasuspect“hiding
in a lane near Alsra HotelMain
Road Babu Nagar around 6.15
pm”.Therest is thesame.

■ FIR 0069 says constable
AshokofDayalpurstationspot-
teda“suspectstandingatSanjay
ChowkMustafabadat8.55pm”.
Therest is thesame.

■ FIR 0070 says constable
ChamanofDayalpurpolice sta-
tion spotted a “suspect hiding
near Tukmirpur Government
School,NehruVihar,around9.25
pmonFebruary 27. After notic-
ing the police party, the sus-
pected person turned around
and started walking away

quickly. On suspicion, we
stopped him and he told his
name and address. On frisking
him, we found a loaded desi
katta in the right pocket of his
pant, which he said was being
carried by him to spread terror
amongthepeoplebyfiringbul-
lets”.

■AllfiveFIRssaytheaccused
were foundwith one desi katta
andone live roundeach.
Asked about the identical

content, a senior police officer

from the Eastern Range said:
“During the riots, there were
manypeoplewhowerecarrying
illegalweapons. One of our po-
licemen, Rattan Lal, died be-
causeoffiringandstone-pelting.
Wesent teamstoallareas tore-
coverweapons in order to pre-
ventmisuse of illegal firearms
and consequent casualties. The
constableswouldgotoaspecific
spot and catch criminals who
wereseenwithillegalarms.The
languageandcontentoftheFIRs
arethesamebecause, inallsuch
incidents, constableswere sent
to the spots to nab suspects. To
put all this in the records, FIRs
were registered against the ac-
cused. Our district teamhas re-
covered 150 pistols till date.
Investigationisbeingconducted
onmerit, and a final reportwill
besubmittedtothecourtindue
course. Police investigation is
subject to judicial scrutiny.”

Delhi riots
DetailRecords(CDRs),” theoffi-
cer said.
During their investigation,

the police claim to have found
that anti-CAA agitation sites
werecreatedwiththeobjective
to escalate the protests to the
levelofriots.“Wealsofoundthat
themain conspirators created
WhatsApp chat groups...when
theviolencewasgoingon,peo-
ple were sent to the site to su-
pervise,” theofficer claimed.
“We have several pieces of

technical evidence, including
WhatsAppchatsof February24
whentheviolencewashappen-
ing. At that point, the key con-
spiratorswereguidingtheirfoot
soldiersintheareaandweredi-
rectlyintouchwiththem.There
were around 25 protest sites,
and around 25 WhatsApp
groupswere especially created
foreachsite.Theimpressionwas
given that theywere anti-CAA
protest groups,” the officer
claimed.
“We have identified a

WhatsApp group called the
‘Delhi Protests Support Group
(DPSG)’.Thereisachatwherean
accusedmakesaclearreference
to a plan of road block (chakka
jam) and inciting violence. The
strategywas to block the road,
and confrontationwith the law
enforcement agency was the
secondstep,”theofficerclaimed.
Apart fromHussain, Kalita

andNarwal, thosenamedinthe
chargesheet are: Khalid Saifi,
Ishrat Jahan, Gulfisha, Shafa ur
Rehman,MiranHaider, Safoora
Jargar, Asif Iqbal Tanha, Shadab
Ahmed, Taslim Ahmed, Salim
Malik,MuhammadSalimKhan
andAtharKhan.
The police have also got the

sanction required under the
UAPA to proceed in the case.
“Wehave identifiedeachgroup
that had a separate role in the
conspiracy.Wehavealsoidenti-
fiedthreelevelsofconspirators:
top-level, middle-level and the
foot soldiers whowere rioters.
Some of theWhatsApp chats
weredeleted,butwerecovered
most of them and submitted
them before the court as evi-
dence,” theofficer said.
Pointing out that 53 people

haddied, 583were injured and
claimsamountingtomorethan
Rs20crorehadbeenfiledinthe
riots, Additional PRO (Delhi
Police) Anil Mittal said, “The
Special Cell took 195 days to
complete the first phase... ap-
proximately 75 electronic de-
vices have been seized. Based
upon scientific, documentary
and testimonial evidence, a to-
tal number of 15 accused have
nowbeenchargesheetedoutof
the 21 persons arrested so far.
The remaining six persons are
expectedtobechargesheetedin
duecourse,”Mittal said.

RBI rules
banks should be the protection
of depositors’ interest, the
Governor said. “It is the deposi-
tors'money, there are crores of
depositors while borrowers

couldbeinlakhs...therearesmall
depositors,middle-classpeople,
retired personswhodependon
depositincome,theirinteresthas
tobeprotected,”hesaid.
The economic recovery, Das

said,“isnotyetfullyentrenched,
andmoreover, in some sectors,
upticks in June and July appear
tobe levellingoff”.
TheRBIwas “battle ready to

takewhatever steps need to be
taken for the economy”, Das
said.Thehigh-frequencyindica-
tors of agricultural activity,
Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI) for manufacturing, and
privateestimatesforunemploy-
mentpointtosomestabilisation
ofeconomicactivityinQ2,while
contractions in several sectors
areeasingaswell, he said.

Afghan women
find its meaning only if we in-
clude all citizens and ensure
their voices are equally heard,”
shesays.
Sarabi, 64, says she taught

girls and immigrantwomen in
Pakistani camps during the
Taliban regime after her own
daughterwas stopped from at-
tendingschool.
"My daughterwas in grade

5 when her schooling was
stopped.And itwas forhered-
ucation that I moved to
Pakistan.Today, sheholdsthree
degrees fromGermany, theUS
and India, has worked for
Afghanistan’sFinanceMinistry
and isnowwith theUN.This is
the girl the Taliban had
stopped," says Sarabi, adding
that she returned to
Afghanistan after the Taliban
were ousted and set up a
school.
But having once headed the

MinistryofWomen’sAffairs,she
knowsthatchangeiseasiersaid
thandone.“Anall-maledelega-
tion has come from their side.
Some of them do not even like
to talk towomen. They have to
change.WecanstartfromIslam.
They havewrongly interpreted
Islamictextsasanti-women.But
theycannotignoreusanymore.
We are only three in number
here, but no aspect is discussed
withoutus," saysSarabi.
Sharifa Zurmati, former ad-

visor and spokesperson of the
MinistryofWomen’sAffairs,ra-
dio journalist and broadcaster
fromPaktia province, says they
won’tallowarepeatoftheatroc-
itiesunder theTaliban.
"Iamnotalone inthisstrug-

gle. I can’t even speak English
but I am here to fight for our
women,” says the 52-year-old
who has studied Pashto litera-
ture.Allthethreewomenspoke
to The Indian Express in Pashto
and a translator helped tran-
scribe the interviews.
Says Zurmati: “Thewar has

killedmanymen but theworst
sufferers are the women. We
have to preservewhatwe have
achieved in the past two
decades.ForAfghanwomen,ed-
ucation, employment and free-
dom in every aspect have been
hard-earned. We won’t lose
what we have gained after so
much struggle. Our dream is a
durable ceasefire, anddignified
andsustainablepeace,which is
about itspeople.”

Babri verdict
the Islamic structure was an
egregiousviolationoftheruleof
law," theSupremeCourt said.
After the demolition of the

Babri Masjid on December 6,
1992, two cases were filed in
Ayodhyainconnectionwiththe
case--oneof conspiracyforde-
molishing themosque and the
another for instigating the
crowdtodemolishthestructure.
The trial in the conspiracy case
washeldinaLucknowcourtand
the other -- on instigating the
crowd-- inRaeBareli.
On April 19, 2017, the

Supreme Court ordered the
clubbing of the two cases and
askedforaday-to-daytrialtobe
conducted.
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Govt sets up expert group

Foreign Secy, Niti CEO, top diplomats under watch

by ZhenhuaData Information
TechnologyCo.Limitedand“as-
sess any violations of law and
submit its recommendations
withinthirtydays.”
This was conveyed by

External Affairs Minister S
JaishankarinalettertoCongress
leader andRajyaSabhaMPKC
Venugopalwhoraisedtheissue
inRajyaSabhatoday.
“TheGovernment of India

takesveryseriouslytheprotec-
tionoftheprivacyandpersonal
data of Indian citizens. It is
deeplyconcernedatanyreport
that suggests that foreign
sourcesareaccessingorseeking
to access the personal data of
our citizenswithout their con-
sent.TheGovernmenthascon-
stituted an Expert Committee
under the National Cyber
Security Coordinator to study
thesereports,evaluatetheirim-
plications,assessanyviolations
of law and submit its recom-
mendationswithinthirtydays,”
Jaishankarwrote.
Topsources toldThe Indian

Expressthat the keydriver be-
hindthedecisiontotakenoteof
thisrevelationisthattheissues
itraises,ofdatasecurityandpri-
vacy,aresimilartotheonesthat
prompted the government’s
banonChineseapps.“Whatwe
have come to know of
Zhenhua’sprojectvalidatesour
concernsaboutChinesemobile
apps,”saidanofficial.

Referringtotheongoingin-
vestigation by The Indian
Express–itsfourthpartisbeing
published Wednesday --
Jaishankar said thematterwas
taken up by the Ministry of
External Affairs with the
ChineseAmbassadortoday.
“OurEmbassyinBeijingalso

raised it with the Foreign
Ministry of China. TheChinese
side conveyed that Shenzen
Zhenhua is a private company
andhadstateditspositionpub-
licly. On their part, theChinese
ForeignMinistrymaintained
that therewas no connection
between the company con-
cernedandtheChinesegovern-
ment,”Jaishankarsaid.
Jaishankar said a represen-

tativeof ShenzenZhenhuahas
in a statement “stated that the
data collectedwas fromopen
sourcesandisnodifferentfrom
its peer organisations in
Westerncountries.”Theyhave,
hesaid,deniedaccessingprivate
information fromconfidential
sources. “As for theOKIDB, the
companyclaimedthatthiswas
amechanism to connect indi-
viduals tothesocialmediathat
theyuse,”hesaid.
Jaishankar’s responsecame

hours after Venugopal andhis
party colleague Rajeev Satav
raised the issue during Zero
Hour, prompting Rajya Sabha
ChairmanMVenkaiahNaiduto
tellthegovernmenttotakenote

of it. “The Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs, please
takenoteofthis.Ithasappeared
prominently.So,informthecon-
cernedminister,seewhatcanbe
doneandfindouttheveracityof
it,”Naidusaid.
Pushing for adiscussionon

the issue, the Congress again
movedanadjournmentmotion
noticeinLokSabha,butSpeaker
OmBirlarejectedit.
During Zero Hour, the

CongressraisedChina's“hybrid
warfare” and its “watching on
Indians” in the Lok Sabha.
Raising the issue, Kodikkunnil
Suresh called it a “cyberwar,”
and“directattemptofinforma-
tion espionage and aggression
byChina.”
Joining the issue, Congress

leader in the Lok Sabha Adhir
RanjanChowdhury said: “This
Corona aggression has come
fromChinato India;at thebor-
ders, the Chinese troops have
done the aggression; andnow
there is hybridwarfare. Is the
government aware of it?” He
asked for a statement. “What
will happen toournational se-
curity? The ITminister is here.
Pleasetelluswhat’shappening.”
The Congress is nowplan-

ningtomoveacallingattention
noticeontheissueinLokSabha
onThursday.
Congress MP from

ErnakulamHibiEdengaveano-
ticeforadjournmentmotionto

Speaker OmBirla. The notice
calledforawiderdebateon“our
security architecture” and said
that the “credentials of ourna-
tionalsecurityarebeingmocked
by this Chinese firm…Such
snooping should be nipped in
the bud so that our sovereign
rights are protected.” The
Speaker,however,saidhewould
notallowtheadjournmentmo-
tion.
Meanwhile, in Beijing,

Chinese foreign ministry
spokespersonWangWenbin
saidChina is“readytoenhance
cooperation and communica-
tionwith all sides, make and
abidebyglobalrulesthatreflect
thewillandrespecttheinterests
ofallcountries,preventallprac-
ticesthatuseone’stechnological
advantage toundermineother
countries’ security, and safe-
guardglobaldatasecurity.”
“The company said clearly

thatit’saprivatecompany,and
its clients are research institu-
tions and business groups.
Instead of collecting data, it
onlymobilizes data which is
open and available online. I’d
like to stress that as a staunch
defender of cyber security,
Chinaopposesandfightsallcy-
bercrimes. Wewould like to
enhancedialogueandcooper-
ationwith other countries to
jointlybuildapeaceful,secure,
open and cooperative cyber
space,”Wangsaid.

From Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla to
India’s Ambassador to Israel
Sanjeev Singla, who earlier
served as Private Secretary to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the IFS officers being
tracked include those posted
at the United Nations: TS
Tirumurti, Permanent
Representative of India to the
UN; and A Gopinanthan,
member,JointInspectionUnit,
theonlyindependentexternal
oversight body of the UN sys-
tem.
Alsoonthe listbeingmon-

itored are those at India’s key
strategicmissionssuchasVenu
Rajamony, Ambassador to the
Netherlands and Permanent
Representative of India to the
OrganisationforProhibitionof
Chemical Weapons in The
Hague as well as responsible
for India’s relations with the
International Court of Justice
and the Permanent Court of
Arbitration.
Among the diplomats in

OKIDB are Ambassador to
Japan Sanjay Kumar Verma
who earlier served in Hong
Kong and China; Ambassador
to Saudi Arabia Ausaf Sayeed,
and Ambassador to
MadagascarAbhayKumar.The
Western Indian Ocean is seen
by China as the gateway to
Africa.In2019,Indiaappointed
a defence attache for its mis-
sion inMadagascar.
Policymakers such NITI

Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant,
scholars historian Romila
Thaparandpoliticalpsycholo-
gist Ashish Nandy; Dhruva
Jaishankar, director of the US

InitiativeatObserverResearch
Foundation (he is son of
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar); are also moni-
toredbyZhenhuaData, a firm
thathaslinkswiththeChinese
governmentand itsagencies.
The database mentions

Ashoka University professor
and The Indian Express
Contributing Editor Pratap
Bhanu Mehta; and C Raja
Mohan, Contributing Editor
withTheIndianExpressanddi-
rector, Instituteof SouthAsian
Studies at the National
University of Singapore; and
Republic TV co-founder and
theBJP’sRajyaSabhaMPRajeev
Chandrasekhar, as a trustee of
Washington-based conserva-
tivethinkHudsonInstitute.
Responding to The Indian

Express reports, ZhenhuaData
late Tuesday night said it was
privately owned, its partners
did not have any background
in the Chinesemilitary or the
Chinese government, and its
operation was “not illegal or
unreasonable”.
Sending its response

throughofficial sources in the
Chinese Embassy in New
Delhi, Sun, a representative of
Zhenhua said, “The Overseas
Key Information Database
(OKIDB) does exist, but not as
magical asmedia reported, it
merelyconnectsindividualsto
the social media they use…
There isnothingabouttheop-
erations that are illegal or un-
reasonable.We collect infor-
mation from public sources
thatareaccessibletoeveryone.
Butwedonotgetprivateinfor-
mation from confidential

sources such as chat histories,
psychological profiles or any-
thing that the user chooses to
conceal.”
While the operationsmay

not be illegal, Facebook has
banned Shenzhen Zhenhua
DataTechnologyfromitsplat-
form.Respondingtoqueriesby
TheIndianExpress,aFacebook
spokesperson said: “Scraping
public data, as this company
appears to have done to a
number of services including
Facebook, is against our poli-
cies. Even public data should-
n’tbecollectedinthisway.We
have banned Shenzhen
Zhenhua Data Technology
from our platform and sent a
cease and desist letter order-
ing themtostop.”
Facebook,however,didnot

state when it banned or or-
dereda cease anddesist letter
toZhenhuaData.
In the database curated by

ZhenhuaDataarealso:
■ Think tanks such as

Vivekananda International
Foundation, Centre for Policy
Research, Observer Research
Foundation and Jindal School
of InternationalAffairs.

■ Media organisations
ranging from Press Trust of
India (PTI) and Asian News
International(ANI)toTimesof
IndiaandAajTak.

■ InstitutionssuchasDelhi
School of Economics,
University of Mumbai,
Jawaharlal Nehru University,
and National Institute of
Technology,Tiruchirappalli.

■ Publishers including
Random House India and
HarperCollins India.

■ NGOs Greenpeace,
WWF-India, and Population
Foundationof India.
For think tanks and re-

searchers,OKIDB’sprimaryfo-
cus in India is on theObserver
Research Foundation, the
CentreforPolicyResearchand
theInstituteofChineseStudies.
Other Indian research organi-
sationsinthedatabaseinclude
Institute for Defence Studies
and Analyses, Centre for the
StudyofDevelopingSocieties,
IndianCouncilofWorldAffairs,
Centre for China Analysis and
Strategy,DataSecurityCouncil
of India and Dr Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Research
Foundation.
OKIDBhas awide range of

Indian policy influencers, ex-
pertsandresearchers.Theyin-
clude JNU professor Amitabh
Mattoo;CSDSdirectorsRajeev
Bhargava and Sanjay Kumar;
former foreign secretary and
CPR senior fellow Shyam
Saran; former Delhi School of
Economics professor Ashwini
Deshpande; Hemant Adlakha
of JNU’s Centre for Chinese &
South-East Asian Studies, and
authorRajivMalhotra.
Among social activists in

OKIDB are late Abdul Jabbar,
convener of the Bhopal Gas
Peedit Mahila Udyog
Sangathan, an organisation
that worked to get justice for
gasvictimsand their families;
and Sikkim’s Tseten Lepcha of
NGO Affected Citizens of
Tensta. NachiketMor, former
country director (2015-2019),
Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, isalsointhedata-
base.
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AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,SEPTEMBER16

UTTAR PRADESH’S first deten-
tioncentreforillegalforeignersis
settocomeupinGhaziabadand
islikelytobeoperationalbynext
month. According to district
officials, a student hostel in
Nandgram has been converted
intoanopen jail for those found
violatingvisanormsbygovern-
mentauthorities.
“The property of the hostels

hadbeenhandedovertothead-
ministrationforbuildingthede-
tentioncentreseveralyearsago.
All those persons who are de-
claredillegalforeignersarelikely
tobeplaced inthis jail. Thecon-
struction inside the hostel is
complete and amenities have
been taken care of. Somework
ontheoutsideportionisstillgo-
ingon,”saidSanjayVyas,District
WelfareOfficer,Ghaziabad.
TheDr AmbedkarHostel for

SC/ST Students was built be-
tween 2010-11 during
Mayawati's tenure as CM. The
hostel is situated close to the
Delhi-Meerut Highway, behind

RajkiyaInterCollege.Initially,stu-
dents fromWesternUP and ad-
joiningareastookupaccommo-
dation at the hostel. However,
demand for the hostel declined
and thepropertyhasbeen lying
vacant for thepast fiveyears.
Accordingtoofficials,district

policewill be involvedwith se-
curityof thedetentioncentreas
wellasinvestigationintoalleged
violation of visa norms. The
DistrictWelfareCommitteewill
be in-charge of running opera-
tions,aseniorpoliceofficersaid.
Thecomplexhasa steel gate

at theentrance,withaseparate
walk-in entry. The boundary
wallofthemainhostelpremises
nowhasbarbedwiresacrossthe
perimeter. A channel gate has
beenbuiltattheentranceof the
main building. CCTV cameras
willbeplacedatbothentrances
of thepremises.
Intermittent construction

workwas being carried out but
washaltedduetothepandemic,
said locals. Presently, the boys’
hostelsectionhasbeenconverted
andcanholdapproximately100-
120 persons. Inside the centre,

therewill be runningwater and
electricitysupplywithprovisions
ofbathrooms,saidofficials.
As of now, the maximum

numberofdetentioncentres,six,
are in Assam. The centres have
been built in accordance with
theMHA’s guidelines for those
violatingthePassport(Entryinto
India) Act, 1987, and Foreigners
Act, 1946. In 2012, the Supreme
Courthadobservedthat foreign
nationals who had completed
their sentence for violation be
shifted to detention centres till
the timetheyaredeported.

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

OBSERVINGTHATtheDelhigov-
ernmentneedstoincreaseitsca-
pacity for RT-PCR testing by a
“quantum leap”, theDelhi High
Court Wednesday asked the
ExpertCommitteeconstitutedby
the Lt-Governor on Covid-19 to
conveneameetingonpriorityto
consider theextent towhichthe
capacity for RT-PCR testing
shouldberampedupinthecap-
ital. TheDelhi government later
in the day said in a statement it
willimplementthecourt’sorder.
“Weareof the firmviewthat

RT-PCR should be theway for-
ward,” the division bench of
Justices Hima Kohli and
SubramoniumPrasad observed,
amid opposition from theDelhi
government toaproposedcourt
directionaskingittoincreaseRT-
PCR testing instead of solely fo-
cusing on Rapid Antigen Tests
(RAT). The RT-PCR capacity of
Delhi is around14,000 tests per
dayasagainsttheRATcapacityof
morethan50,000perday.
Inresponsetothecourtobser-

vationthatat least50%of theto-
tal testing inDelhi shouldbeRT-
PCR,AdditionalStandingCounsel

Satyakamsubmittedtherehasto
be“somebenchmark”andthere
cannot be some “imaginary
benchmark”forDelhi.Satyakam
also submitted thatDelhi’s test-
ing is thebest today, adding that
the statewas doing “maximum
testing” and it is not at number
oneinthecountryasfarasinfec-
tionsareconcernedbutat10th.
Thecourtobserved,“Modesty

isnotyourvirtue.Inanycase,say-
ingyouarebestshouldcomefrom
thosewhoareresidentsofthecity
andnot fromthestateexecutive.
You are vying to benumber one
whenwehopeyouneverachieve
thatnumberinthiscompetition.”

The court added that Delhi
had managed to bring down
casestobelow1,000perdayand
itshouldachievethatagain.
Thedivisionbenchearlierob-

served that testing throughRAT
is resulting in several falsenega-
tives, with asymptomatic pa-
tientswalking aroundwithout
beingawareabouttheirstatusas
carriersofcoronavirus.Thecourt
said it was amatter of concern
thatwhileRATnumbershavein-
creased, the same has not hap-
pened for RT-PCR testing. The
counsel representingDelhi sub-
mittedthatRATnumbersmaybe
goingupduetoanincreaseinthe

number of containment zones
and that such numberswill be
higherbecausethereisnoscruti-
nised criteria for testing under
RAT strategy like RT-PCR. Itwas
alsosubmittedthatDelhi’scapac-
ityforRT-PCRis limited.
The division bench said both

mohalla clinics and community
centresberopedinforsettingup
facilitiesforCovidtesting,partic-
ularlywhenthenumberofcases
are“shootingup”onadailybasis.
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‘IT SHOULDBETHEWAYFORWARD’

Testingunderwayat theCivicCentre,Tuesday. PraveenKhanna

ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

“IF YOUarewatching this video,
itmeans I have been arrested,”
said former JNU student Umar
Khalid in a video which was
recordedbeforehis arrest under
the UAPA on Sunday. The 2-
minute-11-second videomes-
sagewasplayedatthePressClub
ofIndiaWednesdayafternoon,on
a laptop connected to amicro-
phone,ascivilrightsactivistsheld
a press conference raising ques-
tionsontheDelhiPoliceprobe.
“Throughthisvideo,Iwantto

sendyouallamessage.TheDelhi
Police in its investigation is not
catchingtherealperpetratorsof
the riots... They haven’t been
questioned even once. On the
otherhand, thosewhoare criti-
calofthegovernment,especially
those protesting against CAA-
NRC, are being implicated in
falsecases,”hesaid inthevideo.
Speakers at thepress confer-

ence—senioradvocatePrashant
Bhushan, former Planning
Commission member Syeda
Hameed, All India Progressive
Women’sAssociationgeneralsec-
retary Kavita Krishnan, Former
Delhi University Teachers’
Association president Nandita
NarainandPamelaPhilipose,sen-
iorfellowattheIndianCouncilof
SocialScienceResearch—saidthe
“DelhiPolicehasresortedtoasin-
ister plan tobrand, target, frame,
andarrest”anti-CAAprotesters.
Former JNUStudents’ Union

presidentKanhaiyaKumar,who
was booked for alleged sedition
alongsideKhalidin2016,wasalso
supposedtoattendthepresscon-
ference, but didn’t showup be-
causehewas occupiedinameet-
ing. He, however, posted a
statementonFacebookinwhich
he criticised the arrest of Khalid
and Pinjra tod activists
Devangana Kalita andNatasha

Narwal, and the naming of
SitaramYechury,YogendraYadav,
JayatiGhoshandRahulRoyinthe
supplementarychargesheet.
“...whyhaveBJPleaderswho

openly instigated riotsnotbeen
called for questioning and ar-
rested? Questions being raised
ontheinvestigationintheDelhi
riots are inevitable as the aim is
not to ensure justice but to take
political revenge,”hesaid.
Bhushan spoke about BJP

leaderKapilMishra andhis “goli
maaro” slogans, and videos in
whichpolicepersonnelwere al-
legedly seenpelting stones dur-
ing the riots. “It’s a criminal con-
spiracy byDelhi Police to frame
innocent people protesting
peacefullyagainstanunconstitu-
tionallaw,andthoseactivistswho
were supporting these peaceful
exemplaryprotests.It’saconspir-
acytoletoff thoseagainstwhom
unimpeachableevidenceisavail-
abletoshowtheirinvolvementin
theseriots,”hesaid.
Hameed said the govern-

ment’s“objective”wasto“target
Muslimsandothermarginalised,
deprivedsections”.“Theideaisto

finish off our composite culture.
Weare running at a great speed
towardsatheocraticstate.Itisup
toustodecidenowwhatkindof
acountrywewant,”shesaid.
Krishnan expressed surprise

that thegovernmentdidn’t have
arecordofmigrantdeathsduring
thepandemic, but police had11
lakh pages of evidence against
Khalid: “This shows this govern-
ment’spriority...Policeistryingto
isolateus, getus to speakagainst
eachother. Iwant to tell them—
don’teventry.Therearemanydif-
ferences between us, but we
knownoneofusisaconspirator.”
The speakers demanded an

“immediateendtotheoutrageous
investigation”, “immediate re-
lease” of those arrested under
UAPA,andconstitutionofa“judi-
cialenquirycommission”to“en-
surejusticefortheDelhiviolence”.
Many at the protest were

holding placards andwearing
facemaskswhich said “humsab
(we are all)”, followed by the
nameofsomeonearrestedunder
UAPA.AmongthemwasKhalid’s
mother, whowore a facemask
saying ‘humsabUmarKhalid’.

Court stays
order to
unlock
Markaz
residence

Two more hospitals
to tackle Covid cases

Willing to plan rehab
of slum dwellers: Govt

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

RETIREDIPSofficer JulioRibeiro
Wednesday responded toDelhi
Police Commissioner S N
Shrivastava’s email response to
hisopenletter,sayinghehadnot
addressedRibeiro’s“doubts”on
why BJP leaders Kapil Mishra,
Anurag Thakur and Parvesh
Verma’s “communal” speeches
werebeing ignoredwhileprob-
ing theDelhi riots.
“Irealisethatit isdifficult, in-

deedimpossible,tojustifytheli-
cencegiventothethreeBJPstal-
warts Inamed—licence to rant,
rave and threaten those were
peacefully protesting perceived
wrongs. If the speakers were
Muslims or Leftists, the police
wouldhavesurelytakenthemin
forsedition,”wroteRibeiro,who
wasformerMumbaipolicecom-
missioner, DGP Gujarat and

Punjab, and former Indian
Ambassador toRomania.
He also said Shrivastava

“doubtedthepatriotism”of ac-
tivists Harsh Mander and DU
ProfessorApoorvanandwhohe
had named as “true patriots”.
“Harsh and Apoorvanand are
Gandhians. I should have re-
membered that Gandhians
have lost favour with this

regime!” he said.
Ribeirosaidhethoughtabout

what he would do if he was in
Shrivastava’s place and had to
“dispel the doubts that your re-
tired brother officers still have
aboutDelhi Police investigation
into theNEDelhi riots”.
“I would quickly file the

chargesheet in all 753 cases, in-
cludingspeciallytheconspiracy
case registered by your Special
Cell and get the evidence au-
thenticated in a court of Law.
More importantly, I would not
prolongtheUAPAcasebyarrest-
ingpersonsjustadayortwobe-
forethetimelimitexpiresforfil-
ing thechargesheet,”hewrote.
In his original open letter,

RibeirohadsaidtheDelhiPolice
was taking action against
“peaceful protesters” while ig-
noring senior BJP leaders who
made provocative, communal
public speeches in the build-up
totheviolencewhile“truepatri-

ots” like Harsh Mander and
Apoorvanandwerebeingentan-
gled incriminal cases.
In response, Shrivastavahad

defended the investigation say-
ing the police “had questioned
personswithout regard to their
religionandpartyaffiliation”and
“collected documentary evi-
dence, including scientific evi-
dence, to support its case”.
“Whilewedonotdifferenti-

ateacomplainantonthebasisof
casteorreligion, itmaybemen-
tioned solely for the purpose of
clearinganydoubt in theminds
ofpeoplequestioningourprobe,
that more than 410 FIRs were
registered on the complaints of
minoritycommunity.Theother
community accounted for over
190 FIRs. The remaining were
registered on the basis of daily
diaryentries,”hehadwritten.
The Delhi Police did not re-

spond to the retired IPSofficer’s
latest statement.

UmarKhalid’smotherSabihaKhanumatthePressClubon
Wednesday.KhalidwasarrestedonSunday. PraveenKhanna

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

A DELHI court Wednesday
stayed an order directing Delhi
Police to unlock the residential
portion of the Nizamuddin
Markaz,whichwas locked after
acasewasregisteredagainstsev-
eralpeoplewhoattendeda reli-
gious congregation in violation
ofCovid-19guidelinesinMarch.
Additional Sessions Judge

SandeepYadavpassedthedirec-
tion on a plea by Delhi Police,
whichapproached thesessions
courtagainstanorderpassedby
a magisterial court on
September 11. The magistrate
had directed police to inspect
the premises in five days and
hand over the keys of the resi-
dential portion of Nizamuddin
MarkaztothefamilyofTablighi
JamaatchiefMaulanaSaad.The
time period was due to expire
onWednesday.
The sessions court also is-

sued notice to Saad’s mother
Khalida, on whose application
themagisterialcourtpassedthe
order, and soughther response
to thepolice plea byOctober 8.
AnFIRwasregisteredagainst

SaadandsixothersonMarch31,
after thousands of people, in-
cludingforeignnationals,partic-
ipated in the Tablighi Jamaat
congregation at Nizamuddin
Markaz,withmanyofthemtest-
ingpositive forCovid later.
On September 11, the court

had said every person, who is a
citizenof India, isentitledtothe
righttolifeandlibertyunderthe
Constitutionandtherighttoac-
cess to residential property
would fall within one of the
sacrosanct rights.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

WITHTHEnumber of cases ris-
inginDelhi,thegovernmenthas
partially converted twomoreof
its hospitals — Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Hospital and Baba
SahabAmbedkarHospital—into
Covid facilities.
Eachhospitalmedicalsuper-

intendent has beenasked to set
aside 100 beds each and turn
themintoCovidwards.
On Wednesday, the city

recorded4,473 cases – thehigh-
esttilldate.Asthecity’stestingfig-
ureshavegoneup–over62,000
peopleweretestedonTuesday–
sohavethenumberof cases.The
overall positivity rate is around
10%,while the averagepositivity

rate over the pastweek hovers
aroundthe7%mark.Almostafifth
of the tests were conducted
through the RT-PCR method,
while the restwere done using
RapidAntigenTestkits.
Thetotalactivecasesinthecity

have touched 30,914. Of these,
over 17,000areunderhome iso-
lationandtheirhealthissupposed
tobetrackedbydistricthealthof-
ficialseveryday. OnWednesday,
deathsof 33Covidpatientswere
reported. The total case fatality
rateinDelhisofaris2.1%.
Withnorestrictioninmove-

mentatbordersandtheincrease
in cases in the city over thepast
two weeks, hospital beds are
also fillingup.Of the1,235beds
with ventilators, 62% are occu-
pied. Overall, out of the 14,576
beds,7,722areavailable.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

DELHI URBAN Development
MinisterSatyendar Jainwrote to
Union RailwayMinister Piyush
Goyal onWednesday conveying
willingnesstoformulateaplanto
rehabilitate those living in the
48,000 jhuggis along railway
tracks,which have to be evacu-
atedasperSupremeCourtorders.
Slumdwellershave tobere-

habilitated before their houses
are demolished, and alternate
housinghas to ideallybewithin
5 kilometres of the jhuggi. The
Delhi government will have to
workintandemwiththeCentre
as the land near railway tracks
comes under the jurisdiction of
NorthernRailway.

“Adetailedplanhastobecre-
ated to find out where every
slumistoberebuilt.Wewill co-
operatefullywithyouinformu-
lating these policies, and the
Delhi government can make
these plans and give it to you if
youneed it,” Jainwrote.
Healso said thatBJPandAAP

havebothpromisedslumdwellers
permanent homes in the past.
Delhi government has already
built houses under Jawaharlal
NehruNational UrbanRenewal
Missionwherejhuggidwellerscan
berehabilitatedbutmostofthese
areintheoutskirtsofDelhi.
He proposed that those

whose jhuggis do not have va-
cant land around them can be
shifted to theexistinghouses in
areas such as Bhorgarh,
Bhalaswa,BawanaandGhogha.

QuestionsoverRapid
AntigenTestsstemfrom
thehighnumberof false
negatives it canthrow
up. ICMRguidelinessay
thosewithsymptoms
whotestnegative
throughRATmustbe
retestedviaRTPCR.This
hasprovedtobedifficult
to implement.Only0.8%
ofover7 lakhwhotested
negativethroughRATin
Delhihavebeenretested
throughRTPCRsofar.

Issues
withRAT

HC calls for ‘quantum leap’
in RT-PCR testing in capital

Retired IPSofficer
JulioRibeiro

Gandhians have lost favour with this
regime: Ribeiro replies to police chief

Civil rights activists say
protesters being ‘framed’

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 14,576 7,722
VENTILATORS 1,235 479

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Sep15 4,263 3,081 36 62,669
Sep16 4,473 3,313 33 62,593
Total 30,914* 1,94,516 4,839 23,09,578

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL *T
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TOTAL CASES

2,30,269

Astudenthostel inNandgramhasbeenconverted intothe
centre, saidofficials

UP’s first detention centre for illegal
foreigners set to open in Ghaziabad

New Delhi
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DEPUTYCHIEFMinisterManish
Sisodiaalleged“hugemisappro-
priation in accounts” of six gov-
ernment-fundedDelhiUniversity
colleges, accusing them of not
payingsalariestoteachersdespite
having funds due to corruption
and political scores. However,
principals of these colleges and
teachers’ associations said the
fundsSisodiareferredtoarepart
ofaccountswhichcannotbeused
forpayingsalaries.
Staff members of 12DU col-

legesfundedbytheDelhigovern-
menthavenot beenpaid for the
last fewmonths — some since
May or June.While the govern-
ment said it has released 23%of
this year’s funds, the 12 colleges
havebeenstruggling topaystaff
aswellasbills,whichtheysaidis
becauseof fundshortage.
OnWednesday, Sisodia al-

leged that preliminary observa-
tionsofanindependentauditini-
tiatedbytheDelhigovernmentof
sixcollegesindicatemisappropri-
ationoffunds.“Thecollegeshave
been screaming theydon’t have
funds and creating noise about
theDelhigovernmentnotreleas-
ing it. In preliminary observa-
tions, it has come to fore that
thesecollegeshavekeptfundsin
fixeddeposits in an illegalman-
ner.Theyarenotpayingsalaries;
theuniversityandcollegeadmin-
istrations are doing politics to-
gether. They have crores with
thembutarenotpayingteachers’
salariesdespitethat,”hestated.
Heallegedauditorsfoundthat

KeshavMahavidyalaya has Rs
10.52croreinitsaccount:“Ifithas
Rs 10 crore,why is it not paying
teachers?What does itwant to
dowiththismoney?Doesitwant
to spend it on bungalows, cars,
luxuries?Afterwe increasedthe
salarygrantby3timesin5years,
youhave thismoney in account
butyou’renotpayingsalariesand
aretryingtodopolitics.Thisisun-
acceptable…criminal,” he said.
He also allegedBhaginiNivedita
College had a balance of Rs 2.5
crore at the end of 2019-2020;
DeenDayalUpadhyayCollegehas

Rs.6.5crorebalance;andShaheed
Sukhdev College of Business
Studies Rs. 3.5 crore in their bal-
ance sheet in 2018-2019 andRs
10.45croreinfixeddeposits.
Thesummariesintheprelim-

inary observation report are of
StudentsSocietyFundsAccount,
which principals of the colleges
concerned said is not used for
salarypayment.“HowcanImake
use of funds in one account for
paymentswhichare tobemade
fromanotheraccount?Thegrant-
in-aid is theonlyaccountmeant
forsalarypurposes.If IhadRs6.5
crorethatIcoulduse,whywould
Inotpaymystaff formonthsand
receivenoticesfromtelecomand
electricitysuppliersfornotbeing
able to pay bills?” saidDDUcol-
legeprincipalHemChandJain.
Shaheed Sukhdev College of

Business Studies principal
PoonamVermasaidthetargeting
ofthesixcollegesispoliticalinna-
ture. TheDelhi government, the
colleges and theDUadministra-
tionhavebeencaught inatussle
over the constitution of govern-
ingbodies in these colleges for a
long time. “… Student Society
Fundiscollectedforveryspecific
purposes;it isabasicaccounting
principlethatfundsraisedforone
purpose cannot be used for an-
other… Inmy college, we had
democratically elected Kavita
Sharma – former principal of
HinduCollegeandformerV-Cof
SouthAsianUniversity – as gov-
erning body chairperson. The
Delhi government has beenup-
setitscandidatewasnotselected.
… I am very agitated because
thesechargesareaffectingthefu-
tureofmystudents,”shesaid.

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER16

PRIVATE SCHOOLS in the city
havestartedreachingouttopar-
ents of senior students to assess
how many of them would be
willing to send their children to
school to seek guidance from
theirteachers,aspermittedbythe
Union Health Ministry, from
September21.
According to guidelines,

schools outside containment
zoneswill be allowed to reopen
fromSeptember 21 for students
ofClasses9to12.Theattendance
is to be voluntary, only for the
purposeof extraguidancewhile
onlineclassescontinue.
Inpreparationforthis,schools

are now trying to assess how
manyparentswillbewillingtobe
partofthis."Wehaveformulated
aconsentformandsentittopar-
entsthroughourPTArepresenta-
tives andsignaturesof bothpar-
entswillberequired.TheHealth
Departmenthasprovideduswith

guidelineswhichwill be kept in
mind, but at the micro-level
schoolswillalsocreatetheirown
SOPs depending on thenumber
ofstudentswearelikelytoseeac-
cording to parental response,"
said The Indian School principal
TaniaJoshi.
TheSOP issuedby thehealth

departmentincludesprecautions
such as sanitising allwork areas
in the schools with 1% sodium
hypochlorite solution, staggered
reporting of students to school,
hand sanitiser and thermal
screening at all entry points,
markings on floors to ensure
physical distancing andprohibi-
tionof sharingof items.
However,JyotiBose,principal

SpringdalesSchoolDhaulaKuan,
said the confidence of parents
willbethemostcrucialpartofthe
re-openingprocess.“Wecanhave
everything in place according to
the SOP, but for noweverything
dependsontheresponseweget.
Atthemoment,mostparentsare
petrified,especiallylookingatthe
numberofcasesinthepastweek.

Classes are goingexcellently on-
line, students are having their
doubts cleared by teachers on
Microsoft Teams. So it's for par-
ents todecidewhether they feel
it's necessary to be physically
presentinschoolandwewillpre-
pareaccordingly,”shesaid.
Even as schools try to assess

demandfromthesideofthepar-
ents,asetofschoolshavealready
formulated a detailed 48-page
SOP to prepare for eventual re-
opening for all grades, from1 to

12.Formulatedbyacommitteeof
principals of Indraprastha
International School Dwarka,
MountAbuPublicSchoolRohini,
Venkateshwar Global School
Rohini, DAV Public School
Pushpanjali Enclave, and Dev
SamajModern School Sukhdev
Vihar, the SOP covers details on
diverseareasincludingplanning,
infrastructureupgradation,trans-
portation, sports and recreation
management,andmedicalemer-
gencies.
"Sinceschoolswilleventually

havetore-openandtheonlyway
is to take complete precautions,
we framed these guidelines to
prepareourselvesearlysowecan
be fully gearedwhen the time
comes.Weare tryingourbest to
prepare not just schools but
everyoneinvolvedintheprocess,
includingparents,sinceweneed
tobuildtheir levelof confidence.
Any schoolwhichwants to pre-
pareandneedapointofreference
can draw from it," said S K
Bhattacharya,PresidentofAction
Committee of Unaided

RecognisedPrivateSchools,anas-
sociation of 400 private schools
underwhich the SOP has been
created.
TheSOPincludestrainingses-

sions for all stakeholders, teach-
ing and administrative staff, se-
curity staff, transportation staff,
studentsandparents;prominent
signages throughout the school
complexesremindingstudentsto
maintainprecautions;novisitors
in school premises, 3-4 square
metres distance in classrooms;
lunch-boxes to be brought from
homeandeatenatdesks;2-3stu-
dentsinthewashroomatatime;
different gates for entry andexit
for students travelling toschools
through different means to
spread themout. It also includes
precautions on school buses in-
cluding20-25childrenonlyona
55seaterbus,markingseatswith
tapetopreventchildrenfromsit-
ting close to each other, wiping
the bus after each run, thermal
screening before entry, tissues
and hand sanitiser in the buses,
andleavingwindowsopen.
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No nod to cut trees for projects in
city until further orders, says Rai

FROMSEPT21,OPTIONTOOPENFORCLASSES IX-XII

Sisodiaallegedthiswaspart
ofpreliminaryobservations
of an independentauditof
thesixcolleges

Allowed to reopen, pvt schools seek
parents’ guidance for theway ahead

Sisodia alleges fund
misuse in 6 colleges,
they deny charge

Delhi Metro’s Phase
IV to get ‘Silver’ line

Onceschoolsreopen,
attendancewillbevoluntary
andonlyforextraguidance
whileonlineclassescontinue

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER16

'SILVER'WILLbethecolourcode
of DelhiMetro's Tughlakabad-
Aerocitycorridorbeingbuiltun-
derthePhaseIVproject."Theline
number and colour code of the
threeprioritycorridorsofPhase-
IV have been assigned.
Tughlakabad -Aerocity (line 10)
will be Silver Line,Majlis Park -
Maujpur (line 7) is Pink Line
Extension&JanakpuriWest-RK
Ashram (line 8) isMagenta Line
Extension,"DMRCsaidinastate-
ment.
All existing corridors of the

Metronetwork are identified by

different colours. DMRChadde-
cidedtocolourcodeitscorridors
to help commuters remember
therouteseasily.Accordingly,Line
1 is coded Red, Line 2 Yellow,
Lines3/4Blue,Line5Green,Line
6 Violet, Line 7 Pink, Line 8
Magenta and Line 9 Grey and
AirportExpressLineOrange.
The lines built under Phase I

were all coded using names of
primary colours - Red, Blue and
Yellow-whilesecondarycolours
were used to namePhase II cor-
ridors.IncaseofphaseIII,tertiary
colours(mixofprimaryandsec-
ondarycolours)wereused.
DMRCMDMangu Singh ap-

proved the new colour on
Wednesday.

SHIVAMPATEL
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER16

DELHI ENVIRONMENTminister
GopalRaihasaskedtheforestde-
partment to stop giving tree
fellingpermission forprojects in
the city until further orders, The
IndianExpresshaslearnt.
In a letter sent lastweek, Rai

askedthedepartmenttogivede-
tailsofhowmanytreeshavebeen
felledinthecityoverthepasttwo
years,andcompensatoryplanta-
tiondoneforthetreesfelled.The
letter, whichwas confirmed by
twoofficials, states, “Nopermis-
sion of felling of treeswill be is-
sueduntil furtherorders.”

Thedirectioncomesatatime
whenthe forestdepartmenthas
had run-inswith theDMRCand
IndianArmy,overprojects inthe
city.Aproposaltocut17,000trees
for Delhi’s third ring road being
developedbyNHAIhasalsobeen
made in a draft environmental
impact assessment report sub-
mittedtotheDPCC.
An official from Rai’s office

told The Indian Express the gov-
ernment does notwish to stop
developmentprojectsinthecity.
“Environmentalissuesaresensi-
tiveandwetake themseriously.
All (tree cutting) applications
mustbedeeplyexaminedandfi-
nalapprovalmustcomefromthe
Minister’slevel,”saidtheofficial.

Until now, the forest depart-
ment has been seeking the
Minister’s approval for projects
which are spreadover 1hectare
area, before grantingpermission
tocuttrees.Whiletheofficialdid
notdenysuchaletterwassent,he
saidthereshouldbeno“immedi-
ateapproval”oftreecuttingappli-
cations: “It’snot likewehavenot
beengivingapprovalsforprojects.
In fact, twoapprovalsweregiven
Tuesday... There should bedeep
monitoringofapplications.”
Agovernmentofficialsaidthe

suddenstoppageofgrantingtree
felling permission could cause a
rise in illegal felling: “If people
takelawintheirownhands,itwill
beverydifficult totackle it.”
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MARTYRS OF 201 COBRA

Martyrs of 201 COBRA, CRPF made supreme sacrifice during a

search and destroy operation in the area of Vill- Singhanmadgu,

Gachhanpalli, U/Ps- Chintagupha, Distt- Sukma, Chhattisgarh on

17th September 2009 in a true act of valour. The brave soldiers

will always be remembered for their patriotism and courage. To

these brave martyrs we pledge that we shall always be guided by

their immortal spirit and do their name proud.

IG & All Ranks of COBRA

SH. MANORANJAN

SINGH, AC

(Police Medal for
Gallantry)

SH. RAKESH KR.

CHAURASIA. AC

(Police Medal for
Gallantry)

SI/GD SUSHIL KR.

VERMA

(Police Medal for
Gallantry)

HC/GD LALIT

KUMAR

(Police Medal for
Gallantry)

CT/GD UDAY KR.

YADAV

(Police Medal for
Gallantry)

CT/GD MANOHAR

LAL CHANDRA

(Police Medal for
Gallantry)

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff, ªf»f ÀfaÀff²f³f Àfa·ff¦f IYûMXf
IiY¸ffaIY: d³fd½fQf/01/2020-21/4768 dQ.: 31.08.2020

ÀfaVfû²f³f Àf´°f¸f
BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f IZ ´fÂffaI 603 dQ. 20.05.2020 ÀfZ d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 01 ½f¿fÊ 2020-21 Af¸fadÂf°f I e ¦fBÊ W`Ü
A´fdSWf¹fÊ I fS¯fûa ÀfZ d³fd½fQf eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS A´f»fûO I S³fZ, M`¯OS I fgÀM, d¶fO dÀf¢¹fûdSMe E½fa
E¸f.Oe.AfS.AfBÊ.EÀf.E»f. R eÀf ªf¸ff I Sf³fZ I e dQ³ffaI d³f¸³f ´fiI fS ÀfaVfûd²f°f I e ªff°fe W`Ü

A³¹f Vf°fZË ¹f±ff½f°f SWaZ¦feÜ WXÀ°ff./-
(SXfªfe½f ¨fü²fSXe)
¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff

ªf»f ÀfaÀff²f³f Àfa·ff¦f, IYûMXf

IiY.
Àfa.

d³fd½fQf A³fbÀffSX M`X¯OXSX A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe dQ³ffaIY E½fa Àf¸f¹f
(´fc½fÊ ¸fZÔ ÀfaVfûd²f°f)

ÀfaVfûd²f°f dQ³ffaIY E½fa Àf¸f¹f

1 d³fd½fQf A´f»fûO I S³fZ I e dQ. 04.09.2020 Àf¸f¹f 16.00 ¶fªfZ °fI dQ. 05.10.2020 °fI Time 16.00 Hour

2 ¶f`ÔI ¦ffS³Me, ¨ff»ff³f E½fa A³¹f ½ffadL°f QÀ°ff½fZªf ªf¸ff I Sf³fZ I e dQ³ffaI
E½f¸f Àf¸f¹f 04.09.2020 °fI Àf¸f¹f 16.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

dQ. 05.10.2020 °fI Time 16.00 Hour

3 d³fd½fQf Jû»f³fZ I e dQ. 04.09.2020 Àf¸f¹f 16.30 ¶fªfZ °fI dQ. 05.10.2020 °fI Time 16.00 Hour

UBN. WRD2021WLOB00383

DIPR/C/7264/2020

Tender Notice No: AMD/WR/ESG(Civil)/Internal & External Painting MIG & Elect/2019-20/148&01
Dated: 24/01/2020GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY
ATOMIC MINERALS DIRECTORATE FOR EXPLORATION AND RESEARCH

1-10-153/156, BEGUMPET, HYDERABAD - 500016

Detailed tender notice along with other documents are available on website: <www.tenderwizard.com/DAE>
Detailed NIT is also available on website <www.amd.gov.in> for view only. For further clarification, please
contact: 040-27776342/27776335/27776387.

BRIEF E-TENDER NOTICE
NIT NO.:AMD/CD/WR/CORE/2019-20/T-(177-178), DATE: 09.09.2020

Item
No

1

2

Period of
Completion
in Months

12
(TWELVE)

13
(THIRTEEN)

Estimated
job value

(in Lakhs INR)

244.00

306.00

Earnest
Money
(in INR)

Last Date
and time of
Submission
of Online
Tender

07-10-2020
at 17:00 hrs.

07-10-2020
at 17:00 hrs.

15-10-2020
at 15:00 hrs.

15-10-2020
at 15:30 hrs.

Date and
Time of

Opening of
Part I

4,88,000/-

6,12,000/-

Tender No &
Scope of Work

AMD/CD/WR/JAHAZ-(N)/
CORE/2019-20/T-177
7,000 metre core drilling in
North of Jahaz main Block,
Jhunjhunu District, Rajasthan
with borehole depth varying
from 700 to 900 metre.
AMD / C D / W R / U M R A /
CORE/2019-20/T-178
10,000 metre core drilling in
Umra area, Udaipur District,
Rajasthan with borehole
depth varying from 400 to
600 metre.

The Director, (AMD), Begumpet, Hyderabad invites for and on behalf of the President of India, sealed
tenders in two parts (TecHNIcAl & coMMeRcIAl) from eligible core Drilling contractors, for the following
Drilling works in Rajasthan.

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF
ENGINEER PHED REGION-I, JODHPUR

Email: rj_acejo@nic.in
No. ACE-I/PHE/JU/Distt cr/2020-21/5195-5203 Date 9.9.2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR WORKS
Online tender are hereby invited in two envelop system, on behalf of the Hon’ble Governer of
Rajasthan for the following works from eligible enlisted contractor / firm as per rules. Details of this
tender notification and pre qualification criteria can also be seen in NIT exhibited on web site
www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in, http,sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, in electronic format on website
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
The cost of tender document, RISL fee & earnest money as specified in detailed NIT, must be
deposited online through single challan on web portal “http//egrass.raj.nic.in” in budget head of
account as specified in detailed NIT.

NIT
No.

Work Description Estimated
Cost (Rs.
In Lacs)

Unique bid no
(UBN No)

16/20-21 Operation & Maintenance on Contract Basis of RWSS
RGLC to Indroka-Manaklao- Daijar- Banar (for 40
villages) upto VTC, Including Raw Water Intake, Raw
Water Transmission Pipe Line, RWR, Water Treatment
Plant, Raw & Clear water Pumping Station, Transmission
and Cluster Distribution System District, Jodhpur

269.43 PHE2021WSOBO
5408

SAVE WATER-SAVE LIFE Sd/-
Addl. Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/7352/20 PHED Region-I, Jodhpur

DEVELOPMENT & PANCHAYAT DEPARTMENT

BLOCK SONIPAT, DISTT. SONIPAT

NOTICE FOR INVITING E-QUOTATIONS

The Governor of Haryana is inviting the bids from eligibile bidders through online bids in the website
https://etenders.hry.nic.in for the works detailed in the table.

NOTE: Rs. 1180/- for e-servicing fees excluding of tender fees will be charged as per Govt. Instructions. For
further details and e-Tendering schedule visit website https://etenders.hry.nic.in

TERMS & CONDITIONS:
I. The undersigned reserve the right to reject a tender or all the tenders without assigning any reason.
ii. In case, the day of opening of tenders. Happens to be holiday, the tenders will be opened on the next

working day.
iii. The time and place of receipt of tenders and other conditions will remain unchanged.
iv. The Societies shall produce an attested copy of resolution of the cooperative society duly attested from

the competent authority of cooperative department for issuance/participation in the tenders.
v. The tender without earnest money and fees will not be opened.
vi. In case of any dispute, the Jurisdiction of Court will be at Sonipat.
vii. All material will be arranged by the Contractor/Society itself.
viii. For other terms & conditions, see the tender form.
ix. No payment for the carriage of material will be paid to the supplier/contractor/Firms. All the rates should

be inclusive of carriage for various sites of Sonipat Block Distt. Sonipat.
x. The entire corrigendum if needed at all will be put online only.

Sd/-
BDPO Sonipat, Distt. Sonipat.82812/HRY

Sr. Name of Name of Start Date & Tender Fees Earnest Website Nodal Officer/
No. Department Work Time of Bid & E-Service Money Contact Details

Preparation & Fees Deposit
Submission Money

1. Development Inviting the From Rs. 5000/-+ Rs. https://ete Block
& Panchayat Quotations for 17.09.2020 1180/- 25000/- nders.hry. Development

Fixing the rates 10.00 Hrs. Rs. 6180/- nic.in & Panchayat
of Building Officer,

Material Sonipat

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PHE, GROUND WATER DIVISION,
BAGH ALI MARDAAN NOWSHERA, SRINAGAR KASHMIR

Gist of e-Tender.
NIT No: PHE/GWDS 26 of 09/2020 Dated: .09.2020

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited in 02 Cover System
for Construction production tube well at the following location/site from registered water well drillers/contrac-
tors as per the details given in tender document.

1 Publishing Date 16-09-2020

2 Period of Downloading of Bids 16-09-2020 (12:00 P.M.) to 22-09-2020 (6:00 P.M.)

3 Period of Submission of bids 16-09-2020 (12:00 P.M.) to 22-09-2020 (6:00 P.M.)

4 Date of opening of Tender. 24-09-2020 at (10:00 A.M.)

5 Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer JAL SHAKTI PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar.

6 Document Cost: Rs 1000/= (One thousand only) (Non-Refundable) in the shape of Treasury Challan/
Receipt Deposited to Account Head 0215 in favour of Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Department PHE
Ground Water Division Srinagar (at Saddar Treasury Srinagar) on account of (The firm shall specify
the name of work for which apply)

7 Earnest Money: for an amount shown in Gist of NIT against each well tender in the shape of CDR/FDR
pledged to Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar 190011.

8 Bid Validity Period: 180 Days

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

PHE Ground Water Division, Srinagar

Sr. Site Cost of Cost of Estimated Time of Validity Programme
No. Tender EMD Cost Completion of

Document Rates

1. Rs. Rs. Rs. 30 180 Languishing
1000/- 32000/- 16.00 Lacs Days Days

Construction of Production Tube Well Putshahi
Degree College, District Bandipora.

Position of Funds: Available.
Critical Dates / Information.

No.: PHE/GWD/
Dated: 00.09.2020
DIPK-5769

‘Decidebail
pleaofJamia
student
expeditiously’
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court Wednesday di-
rected the trial court to
consider afresh the bail
applicationofJamiaMillia
IslamiastudentAsif Iqbal
Tanha in the UAPA case
registered against him
andothersbyDelhiPolice,
and decide the applica-
tion, in case it is filed, ex-
peditiously, preferably
withintwoweeks.

Constables
transferred
NewDelhi:ADelhi Police
head constable and con-
stable have been trans-
ferredaftertheyallegedly
slapped a man for not
wearingafacemaskwhile
hewassittingaloneinhis
carinLajpatNagarearlier
thismonth.

Ridge
panelmeet
postponed
New Delhi: A meeting
slated for Friday of the
Ridge Management
Board, a committee
formed under the
SupremeCourt’sdirection
topreserveDelhi’sRidge,
hasbeenpostponeduntil
appointmentoftwoinde-
pendentmembers.

Manpushed
todeath
NewDelhi:A60-year-old
man was allegedly
pushed to his death by
his neighbours from a
building’s third floor in
Shahdara’s Vishwas
Nagar, following a dis-
pute.Policesaidoneman
hasbeenarrested.ENS

BRIEFLY

New Delhi
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CSIR - NATIONAL
PHYSICAL LABORATORY

(Council of Scientific & Industrial Research)
Dr. K.S. Krishnan Marg, New Delhi-110012 (INDIA)

Press brief NIT (04/0184)/19-W&S)
Item rate tenders in two cover (stage) system, are hereby
invited, online through e-tendering portal
https://etenders.gov.in for the below mentioned work.

Sr.
No.

Name of work
Estimated

Cost (In lacs)
EMD/Tender

Fee as per NIT
Time of

Completion

1
Round the clock operation
of Utility Installation at
NPL Colony.

Rs. 15.839
Rs. 31,700/-

Rs. 500/-
365 Days

Date of submission/opening of tenders: 24.09.2020, 02:00 PM/
25.09.2020, 02:30 PM.

For details please log on website https://etenders.gov.in &
www.nplindia.org. Corrigendum/addendum if any will be on
website only.

Sd/-
davp 36209/11/0005/2021 Sr. S.E. & Head, W&S

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
TAMIL NADU SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION
PROCUREMENT OF DGPS SURVEY INSTRUMENT INCLUDING ONE YEAR

WARRANTY AND OPERATION & MAINTENANCE SUPPORT FOR THREE YEARS
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

E-Procurement Notice
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)
Bid No.: R.D.C.No.G1/2296/2015

1. The Government of India has received a Loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development in
various currencies towards the cost of Tamil Nadu Sustainable Urban Development Project and it is intended that
part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible payments under the contracts for which this Invitation for
Bids is issued.

2. Superintendent Engineer (Planning), Greater Chennai Corporation, Chennai, now invites online bids under “Two
bid” system namely “Technical bid” and “Price bid” are invited from the OEMs or authorized dealers for the items
listed below including one year warranty and three years Operation & Maintenance.
Package
No.

Name of work Approximate
value

Bid security /
EMD

Cost of
document

Period of
completion

3
Tender for Procurement of DGPS Survey
Instruments including one year warranty
and Operation & Maintenance support for
three years

Rs.394 Lakhs Rs.3,94,000/- Free 4 years

However, for complete eligibility, milestone and qualification requirements refer to Evaluation and Qualification
Criteria in the bidding document.

3. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding (NCB) procedures agreed with World Bank. The
bidding is open to all eligible bidders as defined in the Bank’s Procurement Guidelines. In addition, please refer to
paragraphs 1.6 and 1.7 of the Guidelines setting forth theWorld Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.

4. Bidding document are available online from 21st September 2020 to 27th October 2020 for online bidding at
www.tntenders.gov.in and used at free of cost. The bidders, who have downloaded the bid documents, shall be solely
responsible for checking the web site for any addendum / amendment issued subsequently to the bid document and
takes into consideration the same while preparing and submitting the bids.

5. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) fromone of the authorized
Certifying Authorities, authorised by Government of India for issuing DSC. Aspiring bidders who have not obtained
the user ID and password for participating in e-procurement in this Project, may obtain same from the website :
www.tntenders.gov.in

6. Bids security of the amount specified in the bidding document, drawn in favour of the Commissioner, Greater
Chennai Corporation must be submitted as per the procedure described in paragraph 7 below. The Bid security
will have to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding document and shall have to be valid for
45 days beyond the validity of the bid. Bids must be submitted online on or before 27th October 2020 upto
3.00 p.m (website) for receipt of bids and the ‘Technical Part’ of bids will be opened online on 28th October 2020
at 03.15 p.m. The “Financial Part” shall remain unopened in the e-procurement system until the second public Bid
opening for the financial part. Any bid or modifications to bid (including discount) received outside e-procurement
system will not be considered. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified,
the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time. The electronic bidding system would not allow
any late submission of bids.

7. The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand drafts towards the cost of bid document and registration
on e-procurement website (if not previously registered); (b) original bid security in approved form; and
(c) original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document with Superintendent
Engineer (Planning), IV Floor, C- Wing, Amma Maaligai, Greater Chennai Corporation, Ripon Building Campus,
Periyar EVR Salai, Chennai – 600 003, Tamil Nadu before the opening of the technical part of the Bid given above,
either by registered post/speed post/courier or by hand, failing which the bids will be declared non-responsive
and will not be opened.

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding document. The Purchaser shall not be held liable for any delays due to
system failure beyond its control. Even though the systemwill attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the
Purchaser shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders’ responsibility to verify
the website for the latest information related to this bid.
The provisions in the Instructions to Bidders and in the General Conditions of contract are based on the provisions of
theWorld Bank Standard Bidding Document - Procurement of Goods.

(a) Cost of Tender Document : Free
(b) Date of bid document available in online : 21.09.2020
(c) Last date for submission of bidding document in

online
: up to 03.00 PM on 27.10.2020

(d) 1st Pre-Bid Meeting : at 11:30 AM on 30.09.2020
(e) 2nd Pre-Bid Meeting : at 11:30 AM on 12.10.2020

Venue: Planning Department,
IV Floor, C- Wing ,
Amma Maaligai,
Greater Chennai Corporation,
Ripon Building Campus,
EVR Periyar Salai,
Chennai-600 003.

(f) Last date and time for submission of bids in online : up to 03.00 PM on 27.10.2020
(g) Time and date of opening of bids : at 03.15 PM on 28.10.2020
(h) Place of opening of bids Office of the Superintending Engineer (Planning)

Address:-
Superintending Engineer
Planning Department,
IV Floor, C- Wing , Amma Maaligai,
Greater Chennai Corporation,
Ripon Building Campus,
EVR Periyar Salai,
Chennai-600003,
Tamil Nadu.

Contact Details:-
Ph. No. : 044 – 25303826
E-Mail : seplanning@chennaicorporation.gov.in
Website : www.chennaicorporation.gov.in

Superintending Engineer / Planning
Greater Chennai CorporationDIPR/ 3478 /Tender/2020

ONHISfirstvisittoIndiaafterthe
intra-Afghan talks began in
Doha, the US special envoy on
Afghanistan reconciliation,
ZALMAY KHALILZAD, tells
SHUBHAJIT ROY that India’s
participation signalled that it
supported intra-Afghannegoti-
ations forpeace.Excerpts:

Howwasyourconversation
withExternalAffairsMinister
S JaishankarandNSAAjit
Doval?
Theconversationwasgood.I

have known both of them for
sometime.Afghannegotiations
for peace have just started. The
requirement is what we and
other outside powers and re-
gionalplayerscandotoencour-
age the parties to come to an
agreement and then with the
implementation of the agree-
ment.We also talked about the
need for a broadly supported
peace agreement among
Afghans. Itwasagoodmeeting.

Jaishankarparticipatedin
theceremonyof thestartof
thenegotiationsSaturday.
Howdoyouseethat?
Minister Jaishankar partici-

patedin(the)openingceremony
andtherewasanIndiandelega-
tion in Doha. As I said before,
support for peace not only
means agreement among
Afghans,butalso(supportfrom)
regional and global powers. So,
wewelcome India’s support for
peace inAfghanistan.

Haveyouseenanevolutionin
India'spositionwhenit
comestoengagingwiththe
Taliban?

Wedidnot discuss the issue
of Indian engagementwith the
Taliban.

DoyouthinkIndia ismoving
towardsengagingwiththe
Taliban?
Well,IthinkIndia’sparticipa-

tionintheinaugurationisanin-
dication that it supports intra-
Afghan negotiations for peace.
Indiarecognisesthenegotiations
thatnotonlytheAfghanshavea
role toplay in this—which is the
primary role—but also the re-
gional powers and the broader
international community is af-
fected by the conflict in
Afghanistan. It isaffectedbythe
outcomeofthisconflict,butalso
contributesmost toreachingan

agreement and the implemen-
tation of that agreement and
sustaining whatever peace
agreementismadebyeconomic
assistance, investment, trade.
This is very welcome and very
positive.Wewereverypleased.

Whatabout India’sconcerns
onterrorismthatemanates
outofPakistanthatmay
affect Indianinterests in
Afghanistanandbeyond, in
Indiaaswell?
The key part of the agree-

mentbetweentheUnitedStates
and Taliban and the joint state-
mentbetweentheUnitedStates
and the Afghan government is
about terrorism. And the pres-
ence of terrorist groups like Al
QaedaandothersonAfghansoil
should not be allowed. They
shouldnotbeallowedtorecruit
there, raise fundsthere.Andnot
pose a threat to countries in the
world, including India.
The key requirement from

the world is that Afghans de-
serve economic investment
from and tradewith the rest of
theworld but in turn, it is their
obligationtomakesurethat the
world does not feel threatened
fromAfghanistan.On this issue,
there is no difference of view,
andweareonthesameboat...on
the issueof terrorism.

InwhatwayscanIndiaand
theUScooperate in
Afghanistan?
Well,wecancooperateinen-

couragingthepartiestocompro-
mise,tostayatthetable,tocome
toapoliticalagreement,tocome
toanagreementimmediatelyon
reduction on violence, then on

thepermanentceasefire—inthe
caseofAfghans.
Andwithregardtotheregion

and beyond, India and the
UnitedStatesandotherscanco-
operatetomakesurethattheen-
vironmentregionallyand inter-
nationally is supportive of the
peace process. I found the dis-
cussions very constructive in
that spirit inDelhi.

Soyoutalkabout
cooperationfromregional
powers.Doyouseethe
possibilityof Indiaand
Pakistancooperatingon
Afghanistan?
IhopetheobjectivethatIde-

scribed can be supported by
Afghanistan's neighbours, all of
them,certainlyPakistanaswell.
Pakistanhasbeensupportiveof
oureffortstopursuepeace.Also,
(they)aresupportiveof thatob-
jective as described. I was in
Islamabad and had similar dis-
cussions there. So I think this is
amomentofopportunitywhere
wecanall useour relations that
we have to ensure (that) the
process succeeds.

Whatabouttheconcern
aboutwomen'srights in
Afghanistan?
Wesupportwomen’srights...

Wesupportminorityrights.We
standfordemocracy,freedomof
the press, freedomof assembly,
rule of law. We know that
Afghans can decide for them-
selves, but we knowwhat we
standfor.WewouldlikeAfghans
torespecttheseuniversalvalues.
Weare encouraging themtodo
so. India (has) made similar
points.

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW
WITH

ZALMAY
KHALILZAD

USSPECIAL ENVOYON
AFGHANISTAN
RECONCILIATION

‘Afghanistan’s obligation to
ensureworld not threatened’

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,SEPTEMBER16

CONGRESS RAJYA Sabha MP
Vivek Tankha has accused the
MadhyaPradeshgovernmentof
violating the electoral code of
conductbyannouncingaweek-
long calendar of welfare pro-
grammes ahead of the crucial
bypolls in thestate.
The Gareeb Kalyan Saptah,

from17to23September,willsee
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan inaugurate 601 new
anganwadis, add lakhs of bene-
ficiaries to the Public
DistributionSystemandpasson
various kinds of benefits to the
people.
TankhawrotetotheElection

Commission saying the un-
scheduled programme was
aimedat exploiting thegovern-
ment machinery to influence
votersaheadof thebypollsto27
seats.
Heurgedthepollbodytore-

strain the ruling BJP in order to
conduct freeand fair elections.
Tankha claimed in his letter

that Collectors and Divisional
Commissioner across the state
havebeeninstructedtoorganise
theprogramsunderthe‘Gareeb
Kalyan Saptah’ banner “under
which crores of rupees are ex-
pected to be transferred to vot-
ersandBJPworkerswiththein-
tent to induce, gratify and cast
undue influence on voters just
before theelections”.
The Kamal Nath-led

Congress government in the
statehad lost power afterMLAs
led by Jyotiraditya Scindia
switchedover to theBJP.
The bypolls will be held

aroundNovember.

MP govt using
benefits scheme
to sway bypoll
voters: Tankha

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHISEPTEMBER16

UNIONMINISTERNitinGadkari
has testedpositive forCovid-19,
he announced on social media
Wednesday.
“Yesterday, I was feeling

weak and consultedmyDoctor.
During the course of my check
up, I havebeen testedCOVID19
positive. I am at present doing
wellwiththeblessingsandgood
wishesofall. Ihaveisolatedmy-
self,” tweeted Gadkari, 63. He
was inParliamentonTuesday.

“I requesteveryonewhohas
comeinmycontacttobecareful
and follow the protocol. Stay
safe,”he tweeted.
MPswere tested before the

start of this session. Seventeen
Lok SabhaMPs and eight from
RajyaSabhahadtestedpositive.
Gadkari,whowasnegativethen,
testedpositive inNagpur.

Gadkari tests positive for
Covid, goes into isolation

Nitin
Gadkari

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

THE GOVERNMENT has told
Parliamentthatwhilecasesunder
theUnlawfulActivitiesPrevention
Acthaveincreasedsince2016,the
chargesheetinghasbeenpoor.
Accordingtodataprovidedby

theHomeMinistryinRajyaSabha,
3,005caseswereregisteredunder
theanti-terrorlawbetween2016
and2018,butchargesheetswere
filed inonly821cases, indicating

thatinvestigationscouldbecom-
pletedonlyinabout27%ofthem.
MoS(Home)GKishanReddy

said123casesin2017werepend-
ing investigation formore than
oneyearwhile in2018the figure
was62.Thedata is significantas,
giventhenatureoftheoffence,the
accusedunderUAPA find it diffi-
cult to get bail andwithdelayed
probecontinuetolanguishinjails.
In reply to another question,

Reddy told Rajya Sabha that in
2017and2018, 1,198peoplehad
beendetainedbypoliceunderthe

National Security Act. Of them,
563 continue to be behindbars,
Reddysaid.
Across the country, in2018, a

totalof697peopleweredetained
under the NSA, of whom 406
were released. In 2017, 501peo-
plewere detained and 229 re-
leasedbyreviewboards.
The government also told

Parliamentthat12stateshadseen
theinfluenceof IslamicStateand
southernstateswerebadlyhit.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

3,005 UAPA cases in 2016-18, only 27%
had chargesheets, govt tells Rajya Sabha

DIPANKARGHOSE&
SANTOSHSINGH
NEWDELHI, PATNA,SEPT16

EVENAS uncertainty continues
in the relationship between LJP
and JD(U), and the decision on
whether the formerwill contest
the Bihar Assembly elections as
part of NDA, party president
Chirag Paswan held ameeting
with BJP chief J P Nadda late
Tuesdaynight.
Paswan communicated this

to party leaders at ameeting of
LJPMPs, both present and past,
onWednesday.Sourcessaidthat
heurgedtheBJPtocontestmore
seatsthanJD(U)intheBiharpolls.
Paswan has also written to

PrimeMinister NarendraModi,
informinghimofthepoliticalsit-
uation in the state, and the os-
tensible anti-incumbency
againsttheJD(U)governmentof
NitishKumar, sources said.
Asked on a call on LJP's NDA

stint, party's principal general
secretary,AbdulKhaliq,saidthey

would discuss a vision docu-
mentof“BiharFirst,BihariFirst”
at the nextmeeting. “The party
hasauthorisedChiragPaswanto
take a final decision onNDA al-
liance at the LJP central
Parliamentary board meet,
whichwouldtakeplaceafterour
nextmeeting.”
In a statement issued after

Wednesday'smeeting,theparty
said, “Chirag Paswan congratu-
lated all members about steps
taken by Prime Minister
NarendraModi for Bihar. He in-
formed about a meeting with
thenationalpresidentofBJPlate
last night, as well as a letter to
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi.”
AboutPaswan’smeetingwith

Nadda, a senior leader told The
IndianExpress:“Hereiteratedthe
groundsituationto theBJPpres-
ident—about anti-incumbency
against the ChiefMinister—and

said that in the current climate
JD(U) should compromise on
seats.Thiswasalsothecruxofhis
lettertothePM.”
The LJP has continued to

showsupportforBJP,buthasin-
cessantly slammed its Bihar al-
liance partner JD(U). On
Wednesday'smeeting,aresolu-
tion was passed welcoming a
comment fromJD(U) leaderKC
Tyagi,whohassaidthathisparty
hasnoalliancewithLJP.
Tyagi told The Indian

Express: “Whatever Chirag
Paswanissayingisagainstbasic
spirit of coalition.Wehave per-
fect understanding with BJP. I
stillmaintain thatweneverhad
analliancewithLJP. It is justpoll
posturing (byLJP).”
A senior LJP leader said, “At

today's meeting, all feedback
fromthegroundwasof anti-in-
cumbency(inBihar).Otherpar-
ties have started hitting the
ground, and the LJP must, too.
While we will still wait for a
wordfromBJP,adecisionwillbe
taken latestbySeptember25.”

ChiragPaswanandJP
Naddamet lateTuesday
night. File/PTI

2020
DECISION

BIHAR

Chirag meets Nadda, bats for BJP
fighting ‘more seats’ than JDU

LJPTODECIDEONNDASTINTATALATERDATE

New Delhi
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■Asmanyas14RajyaSabhaMPs,
includingformerPMManmohan
Singhandcuttingacrosspolitical
parties,havewrittentoChairman
MVenkaiahNaidu,seekinggrantof
leaveofabsenceonmedicalgrounds
duringthissession.Elevenhave
sought leavefortheentiresession.

■WhileallRajya
SabhaMPswore
masksandsome
alsoworegloves,
CongressMP
fromWest
BengalPradip
Bhattacharyawentastep further
andalsoworeasurgical capduring
theproceedingsonWednesday,
promptingChairmanMVenkaiah
Naidutosaythat theMPlooked like
adoctor.Bhattacharyasaidhewas
notgoingto takeanychances. “Sir,
whatdo Ido? It isbetter toprotect
ourselves,”Bhattacharyasaid.

■FinanceMinisterNirmala
Sitharaman,whowasto takeupthe
BankingRegulation(Amendment)
Bill, cametotheLokSabhaafter the
proceedingsbegan.However, she
couldnot findaseatas thetreasury
bencheswere full andnoone
seemedtohavenoticedshewas
looking foraseat.TheFinance
Minister thenwent toRajyaSabha
andtookaseat there.Whenthe
Speakercalledhernamefor theBill,
Sitharamansaidshe is sitting in the
UpperHouseandshesat there
throughthedebate.Butwhenthe
debateconcluded, shewasbrought
to theLokSabhatogive thereply.

THEPANDEMICEFFECT

NOQUESTIONHOUR:
MYQUESTIONS

■ What is the rationale
in creating a centralised
PMCARES in times
when decentralisation
is required?

■Does the government
plan to introduceHindi
as compulsory language
underNEP?
HIBIEDEN,CONGRESS

House Diaries

MANOJCG&ESHAROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

OPPOSITIONPARTIESandrulingBJPonWed-
nesdaycrossedswordsinRajyaSabhaasitbe-
ganadiscussionontheCovid-19pandemic.
TheOpposition slammedPrimeMinister

NarendraModi forannouncinganationwide
lockdown inMarchwith just fourhours’ no-
ticeandaccused theCentreof not financially
supportingstategovernmentsandleavingmi-
grantworkers in the lurch. Theyemphasised
theneedtostrengthenthefederalstructureof
governance,andaccusedtheCentreof taking
unilateraldecisions.
Hitting back, BJP’s Vinay Sahasrabuddhe

saidPrimeMinisterModi,HomeMinisterAmit
Shahandother topbureaucrats helddiscus-
sionswith chief ministers at least 15 times
sincethelockdownbegan(onMarch25).“But
no chiefminister has said that the lockdown
shouldnothavebeenimposed.”
Initiatingthediscussion,Congressdeputy

leader of House Anand Sharma questioned
HealthMinister Harsh Vardhan’s assertion
inhisstatementinParliamentthatearlylock-
downannouncedbyModiprevented14lakh
to29lakhCovidcases,and37,000to78,000
deaths.
Sharmaasked:“Howhaveyouderivedthis

figure?Whatisthescientificbasis?TheHouse
mustbeinformed(how)wehavereachedthis
conclusion(that)butforthesuddenlockdown
thenumberof caseswouldhavegoneup(by
another)29lakh....Thedaythelockdownwas
imposed, using emergencyprovisionsunder
NDMAAct,wehad600cases in India. Aswe
discuss this subject (today), thereare50 lakh
cases, and almost 82,000deaths. This is the
truepicture.”
He said before imposing the lockdown,

the Centre should have taken state govern-
ments into confidence so that the local ad-
ministrations could carry out the necessary
groundwork.
Sharma, andother leaders, also slammed

thegovernmentonnothaving figureson the
numberofmigrantworkerswhodiedduring
the lockdown,most of them trudging back
home. “This is suchanunfortunate situation
forthecountry.Howcanyounothavefigures?
Every state knowswhodied. They (victims’
families) shouldbegivencompensation, and
the government shouldmake a database of
migrantworkersforfuture,”Sharmasaid.
Accusingoppositionpartiesofplayingpol-

itics, BJPmember Sahasrabuddhe said, “Like
inthecaseofGST…decisionsaretaken(inGST
Council)onthebasisof aconsensus,butthey
(chiefministersofOpposition-governedstates)
played politics outside.... The Opposition
shouldnotshowsuchdoublestandards.”

HesaidModiandShahareoften targeted
onsocialmediabytheOppositionandothers.
“Ibelievepoliticsofresponsibilityismoreim-
portantthanpoliticsof ridicule,”hesaid.
Trinamool CongressMPDerek O’Brien

askedwhethertheCentreheldanydiscussions
withstategovernmentsbeforethelockdown
was announced. “You said youhad43video
conferences.Pleasegiveus thedatesof those
videoconferences.Didyouholdonevideocon-
ferencebeforeMarch26,”heasked.
Modi announced the nationwide lock-

downonMarch 24 night; it got underway
frommidnight.
Slamming the government for putting a

freezeonMPLADSfund,O’Briensaid:“...Onthe
subjectof finance, themostopaqueanddark
fundintheworldiscalledthePrimeMinister’s
Couldn’t Care Less Fund [sarcastic allusion to
PMCARESFund].Oh!Isaidthenamewrong....
Andwhat about students attemptingNEET
and JEE exams?Whatwas yourpreparation
fromApriltonow?”
DMK’s Tiruchi Siva said while the first

Covid-19casewasdetected in thecountry in
January,thegovernmentdidnothingaboutthe
situationuntilMarch—“becauseyouwereho-
stingDonaldTrump’svisit’’. After the lockdo-
wn,hesaid,“India’sperformancehasbeenthe
worst,withthelowestGDPandoneofthehig-
hestcase(load).Youareunder-reportingcases.”
Biju JanataDal’s PrasannaAcharya said:

“WhatfinancialassistancehastheCentregiven
tostatestodealwiththepandemic,apartfrom
issuingadvisories?”
HittingoutatSahasrabuddhe’sspeech,RJD

MPManojKumar Jha saidevenhecould talk
on about the Bihar government’s failure in
dealingwiththepandemic,“butIdonotwant
to get politics into such an important issue”.
Heasked:“Wasthe lockdownimposedasan
individual'sdecision?Orwasitaconsultative
process of a group, for which there is the
Cabinet? If therewassuchaCabinetmeeting
(todecideonthenationwidelockdown),then
pleasereleasethedetails.”

LIZMATHEW&SUNNYVERMA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

LOK SABHA on Wednesday passed the
BankingRegulation (Amendment) Bill amid
theOpposition’s contention that it is an “as-
saultonfederalstructure”and“woulddestroy
thecooperativebankingsector”.
While theBill seeks tobring cooperative

banks under the supervision of the RBI,
FinanceMinister Nirmala Sitharaman as-
sertedthattheproposedlegislationdoesnot
meanregulationofcooperativebanksbythe
centralgovernment.
Sitharamanmaintained that the govern-

menthadtobringordinanceduringthelock-
down inorder toprotect depositors as there
hadbeen“someunfortunatesituationinbanks
whichhadputthedepositorsintohardships”.
Replying to a debate, duringwhich the

Oppositionaccusedthegovernmentofviolat-
ingnormsofthefederalstructure,Sitharaman
said:“Forthe last twoyears,depositorsof co-
operative banks and small banks are facing
problems.Wearetryingtobringthisamend-
mentinordertoprotectthedepositors...”
Shesaid thegovernmentwanted to regu-

late banking activitywithin its power and
wouldnot interferewithfederalism.“Consul-
tationwithstatesisrequiredonlywhenlegis-
latingonconcurrentlistitem,butthisBillisun-
dertheUnionlegislativepower.Soconsultation
isnotnecessary,”theministersaid.
Asper the changes in the law, a coopera-

tivebank,withpriorapprovalof theRBI,may
also issueequity shares, preference sharesor
special shares to itsmembersor toanyother
personresidingwithinitsareaofoperation,by
wayofpublicissueorprivateplacements.They
canalsoissueunsecureddebenturesorbonds
withmaturityofnotlessthan10years.
CongressMPManishTewari,whoinitiated

thedebateontheBill, said, “Atapoint intime
whenourGDPgrowthratehadbeeninafree
fallforsevenquartersprecedingthelockdown
andwhenall economic activities during the
lockdownhadcome toa complete standstill,
therewasabsolutelynorationaleforpromul-
gating this ordinance, especiallywhen the
BankingRegulation(Amendment)Billwasun-
derconsiderationinthisveryHouse.”
Anumberof OppositionMPsdemanded

thattheroleoftheRBIbereviewedduringthe
debate.“TheRBIisitselfaconflictedinstitution
bydesign… If there is a need to bring about
substantivereform,theneedistounscramble
this egg called theReserveBankof India and
segregateitsvariousfunctions…”Tewarisaid.
DMK’sSenthilkumarS,TMC’sSaugataRoy

andYSRCP’sLavuKrishnaDevarayaluagreed
withTiwari that theRBI is overloaded. “Let’s
notmake the RBI the one-stop solution for
everyproblem,”Devarayalusaid.Roysaid,“The
powerofRBItoremovemanagementordraw
upplanstomerge/dissolvecooperativebanks
willoverridethepoweroftheStateRegistrarof
Cooperatives.So,ashasbeensaidearlier,itisa
clearinfringementonthestates’rights.”
BJP’s ShivkumarUdasi andTejasvi Surya

arguedthatthechangesintheBillwouldpro-
tectdepositorsandpreventcooperativebanks
fromfallingintofraudulentactivities.

LS passes Bill to bring
cooperative banks
under RBI supervision

RAJYASABHADISCUSSIONONPANDEMIC

Oppn tears into
govt over Covid
management; BJP
says stop politics

(Clockwisefrom
left)BJP’sVinay
Sahasrabuddhe,
TMC’sDerek
O’Brien,Cong’s
AnandSharma.PTI

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

DEFENCEMINISTERRajnathSinghwillmake
astatementinRajyaSabhaonThursdayonthe
militarystandoffwithChinaalongtheLineof
ActualControl inLadakh,andwill takeacou-
ple of questions fromOppositionMPs, it is
learnt. The partial breakthrough came at a
meeting convenedby Singh onWednesday
with topOpposition leaders: GhulamNabi
Azad, Anand Sharma, Jairam Ramesh (all
Congress), DerekO’Brien (TMC), Tiruchi Siva
(DMK)andRamGopalYadav(SP).
Oppositionmembers had slammed the

government onTuesday after theywerenot
allowed to ask questions following Singh’s
statementinLokSabha.
AtWednesday'smeeting,thegovernment

islearnttohaveagreedtotheOpposition’sde-
mandtoholddiscussionsintheUpperHouse
onissuessuchaspaymentofGSTcompensa-
tion to states, theNational Education Policy
and the slump in economic growthand job-
lessness.Butthestalemateoverpassageoffour
Bills,includingthethreecontentiousfarm-re-
latedones thatwill replace ordinances, con-
tinued.Oppositionparties remained firmon
theirpositionthat theseBills requirescrutiny
byParliamentarypanels.
Sources in Opposition said theDefence

Ministerwasaccommodatingattheinformal
meeting,whichwas also attendedbyUnion
ministersPiyushGoyal,ThaawarchandGehlot,
PralhadJoshiandVMuraleedharan.Gehlot is
Leaderof theHouseinRajyaSabha.

Opposition-ruledstateshavebeenat log-
gerheadswith theCentre for asking themto
borrowinordertobridgetheGSTcompensa-
tion deficit. Chiefministers ofWest Bengal,
Kerala, Delhi, Telangana, Chhattisgarh and
TamilNaduhavewrittentotheCentre,oppos-
ingtheoptionswhichrequirestatestoborrow
tomeet shortfall andhave instead asked the

Centretoborrow.
Sourcessaidacallingattentionnoticegiven

byO’Brienonthesituationarisingoutofnon-
payment of GST compensation to states has
been admitted and adiscussionwould take
placebasedonthenotice.
Similarly, JairamRameshis likelytogivea

calling attention notice on the draft
EnvironmentImpactAssessmentnotification.
Thegovernment,sourcessaid,agreedtoallow
adiscussionontheissue.
The government also accepted Tiruchi

Siva’sdemandforadiscussionontheNational
EducationPolicy.Adiscussiononeconomyand
jobs,suggestedbyAzad,SharmaandRamesh
andbackedbyalloppositionparties,hasalso
beenagreedto, it is learnt.
But sources said Opposition leaders re-

mained firmon their demand that Farmers’
ProduceTradeandCommerce(Promotionand
Facilitation) Bill, Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill, Farmers (Empowerment
andProtection)AgreementonPriceAssurance
andFarmServicesBill,andBankingRegulation
(Amendment)BillshouldbereferredtoHouse
committees.Sourcessaidthegovernmentdid
notgiveanyassuranceonthis.
O’Brienislearnttohavesaidthatwhilethe

governmentistalkingabout“shortageoftime”,
ithas“alreadyrobbed27hours—onehourof
QuestionHourandhalf-an-hourofZeroHour
everydayfor18days”.Heislearnttohavealso
saidthatthegovernment'strackrecordonor-
dinancesisthe“worstsince1952.”
Yadav, sources said, told the government

sidethattheOppositionwillnotatanycostal-
lowpassageof thefarmordinances.

BRIDGING DISTANCE
ShivSenaMPSanjayRautwithUnionMinistersMukhtarAbbasNaqviandHardeepSinghPuriatParliamentWednesday. PTI

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

AMIDSCREENSanddistancingmeasures in
view of the pandemic, rivalry between po-
litical parties in the states played out in the
chamberof LokSabhaonWednesday.
A heated exchange broke out between

membersoftheTrinamoolCongressandthe
BJPwhenHooghlyMPLocketChatterjeeal-
leged that under the Trinamool Congress
government,West Bengal was turning out
tobe“likeoldKashmir”.
ChatterjeeallegedthatBJPworkerswere

beingtargetedbythestategovernmentand
“goons”of the rulingparty.
“It is really amatter of sadness that the

state of West Bengal is in danger and it is
turning out to be like the old Kashmir,” she
said,allegingthata“particularcommunity”
inHooghlyrefusedtogothroughtesting for
Covid-19andthistriggeredacommunalriot.
“Theriotswentonforthreedayswithbomb-
ing, looting andviolence andevena temple
wasdamaged,” Chatterjee said, adding that
BJP leaders tried tovisit theareabut thead-
ministrationdidnotallowthem.
TakingaswipeatChiefMinisterMamata

Banerjee and her MP nephew Abhishek
Banerjee, she said, “The aunt-nephew duo
willmilkthecowwhilethecommonpeople
ofWestBengalgetkickedandsuffer.Thereis
not an iota of democracy in the state,” she
said, asMahuaMoitra andother Trinamool
Congress MPs engaged in a war of words
withBJPmembers.
TDP MPs launched a protest when

YSRCP’sMidhunReddysoughtaCBIinvesti-
gationintotheAmaravati landscamandac-
cused the previous TDP government in
AndhraPradeshof corruption.
TheRajampetMP’s allegation that there

was a huge scam in the construction of the
new state capital at Amaravati by the erst-
while TDP government drewprotests from
TDPMPs.

“Almost 4,000 acres of land are part of
this scam.The land,whichwasbought fora
few lakhs of rupees, is nowworth crores of
rupees.ThethenChiefMinisterhadofficially
announcedadifferentplacecalledTiruvuru
to be the state capital but later he declared
another place, where they had bought the
land, to be the state capital. It is a breach of
oath. It is ahuge scam,”Reddy said, seeking

aCBIprobe into thematter.
Tejasvi Surya, BJP MP from Bangalore

South, targeted the LDF government in
Kerala,accusingitof indulginginscamsdur-
ing flood relief and collection of Covid pa-
tients’data.
“TheCommunistgovernments inKerala

haveusedeverypublictragedyasanoppor-
tunity for personal enrichment... The
Communists inKeralagovernment seemto
bemastersof nepotism. Like their ideologi-
cal compatriot Kim Jong-un of North Korea
whoappointedhis sisterandclose relatives
to important roles in government, Kerala’s
CommunistMinistershave comeunder se-
vere criticism by Kerala High Court for ap-
pointingtheircloserelativesasheadsofPSUs
andgovernmentbodies,” Suryaalleged.
“The fact that the gold smuggling scam

has close links with the Chief Minister of
Keralaandthatthereareattemptstoobstruct
impartial investigation that is being under-
takenissomethingofpublicknowledge,”he
added.
Left MPs raised objectionswhen Surya

said Kerala has “surpassed crimes of every
Communist regime from Colombia to
Venezuela,CubatoNorthKorea”infouryears
ofgoverningthestate.“ThegreatlandofLord
Ayyappa, Adi Shankara and Sree Narayana
Guru cannot be let to suffer at the hands of
Communistdespots. Iwant toassureall the
peopleagitatingfordemocracyinKeralathat
weareallwith them,”he said, amidprotest
byLeftMPs.
When Congress MP A Revanth Reddy

sought a CBI probe into the fire at Srisailam
hydroelectricplant, TRS’sNamaNageswara
Rao stoodup inprotest and sought Speaker
Om Birla’s intervention, saying, “How can
youaskforaCBIprobeintoanaccident?This
shouldnotbeallowed.”
Reddyallegedthatthestategovernment

had not allocated money for the proper
maintenance of the plant which led to the
incidentthatclaimedthelivesofninepeople,
including fiveengineers.

ESHAROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

RAJYASABHAonWednesdaypassedaBill to
accord the statusof national importance to a
Jamnagar-basedclusterofAyurvedainstitutes.
The Institute of Teaching and Research in
AyurvedaBill,2020,waspassedbyavoicevote.
LokSabhahadapprovedtheBillinthelast

session,inwhichthreeJamnagar-basedinsti-
tutes—InstituteofPostGraduateTeachingand
ResearchinAyurveda,GulabkunwerbaAyur-
vedaMahavidyalayaandInstituteofAyurveda
Pharmaceutical Sciences, are tobe conglom-
erated.Whilenotopposing theBill, theOpp-
osition askedwhyAyurvedic institutions in
Gujarathadbeenselectedinparticular,when
severalotherAyurvedic institutesof renown,
particularlyinKerala,existed.
HealthMinisterHarshVardhanrepliedthat

the selection of the Jamnagar instituteswas
not“biased”andthatitwaschosenasitisone
oftheoldestinstitutesunderthecategory,es-
tablishedin1956.
“Thereare103institutionsofnationalim-

portance in the country but not even one
Ayurveda institute.Notonly is this theoldest
institute,buttheonlyonewhichiscollaborat-
ingwiththeWHO. In thepast20years, ithas
impartedtrainingtostudentsfrom65different
countriesandhassignedMoUswith30differ-
ent countries. It is probably thenumber one
institutedeservingthisstatus.Whentheother
institutesinthecountryupgradetheirresearch
standards, theywill also be considered,” the
ministersaid.
Theproposed institutewouldhave a15-

member committee, including the AYUSH
Minister, AYUSH Secretary and theGujarat
Health and FamilyWelfare Secretary, along
withthreeMPs—twofromLokSabhaandone
fromRajyaSabha.

RS passes Bill to
accord ‘national
importance’ status
to Jamnagar
Ayurveda institutes

‘WestBengal
is in danger
and it is
turningout to
be like the old
Kashmir’

LOCKETCHATTERJEE,BJP

‘Kerala has
surpassed
crimesof
every
Communist
regime from

Colombia toVenezuela, Cuba
toNorthKorea in four years of
governing the state.’

TEJASVISURYA, BJP

‘The land,
whichwas
bought for a
few lakhs of
rupees, is now
worth crores

of rupees.’

MIDHUNREDDY, YSRCP

HIGHPITCH

State rivalries play out in LS,
raise heat of Covid-hit session

FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharaman
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THECONGRESSappearedisolatedon
its demand for a discussion on the
Chinese aggression in Parliament.
Sensing that the Congress does not
havethesupportof fellowopposition
parties on this, the government side
deftly agreed to have discussions on
other issues raisedby theopposition
parties. So,DefenceMinisterRajnath
SinghwillmakeastatementonChina
onThursdaybutwillonlytakeoneor
two questions. However, it is to be
seen how the governmentmanages
tobreaktheimpasseonthefourBills.

Discusssomeissues,
stalemateover4Bills

Rajnath tomake statement
on China in Rajya Sabha today

New Delhi
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MAKING A POINT
SAMAJWADIPARTYMPJayaBachchanleftRajyaSabhamid-
way to gohome. But as she caught fragments of a speechby
BJPMPfromMaharashtraVinaySahasrabuddhe,shequickly
returned to counter him. Speaking on the pandemic,
Sahasrabuddhe targeted theMaharashtra government for
“failing” todealwiththesituation.Bachchancalledthecom-
ments "unfair”. She said that her family had contracted the
virusandthat theyhadbeentakencareof,andthestategov-
ernmenthadbeenensuringthatthestreetsofMumbaiwere
regularly sanitised.

INFRASTRUCTURE BOOST
With theRamTemple comingup inAyodhya soon, Faizabad
MPLalluSinghseems tobeworkingovertime toensure that
the infrastructure is in place before the temple is ready. On
Wednesday,IndianRailwaysagreedtohisdemandtoconvert
theRamghatstoponthebanksof Sarayu(around1kmfrom
thetemplesite) intoarailwaystation.TheRailwayBoardhas
soughtaplanforbuildingastationwhich,accordingtoSingh,
would be the alighting point for pilgrims fromeasternparts
of the country and Nepal. He has also proposed a new
Ayodhya-Chitrakoot train service andhas takenup the issue
of upgradationof Faizabadstation.

FLUTTER OVER TIES
TMCMPSaugataRoy’squestiononwhethertherehasbeena
deterioration in tieswith India'sneighbourscreateda flutter
in Parliament onWednesday. As theMinistry of External
Affairs replied in thenegative,MPsraisedquestions that this
wascontrarytowhatDefenceMinisterRajnathSinghhadsaid
with respect toChina.Government sourcespointedout that
thequestionwasrelatedtoall theneighbours,not justChina
– the answer to which is obvious after four months of a
border stand-off.

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

THE GOVERNMENT has again
tasked an expert committee to
conduct a study on “the origin
and evolution of Indian culture
dating back to around 12,000
years ago”. Earlier given the
samemandatein2016,thepanel
had failed to submit a report
within its one-year deadline,
andisnowhopingtoachievethe
task in light of the findings
of the Rakhigarhi, Haryana,
excavations.
In awritten reply in the Lok

Sabha in the ongoingMonsoon
Session,UnionCultureMinister
Prahlad Patel announced the
panel,adding,“Acommitteehas
beensetupforconductingaho-
listic study of (the) origin and
evolutionof Indianculturesince
12,000yearsbeforepresentand
its interfacewith other cultures
of theworld."
The16-membercommittee,

likein2016,includesKNDikshit,
Chairman of the Indian
Archeological Society;RSBisht,
former joint director general of
the Archaeological Survey of
India; BRMani, formerdirector
general of National Museum,
NewDelhi;ProfSantoshShukla,
Special Center for Sanskrit
Studies, JNU; Ramesh Kumar
Pandey, Vice-Chancellor, Lal
Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya
Sanskrit Vidyapeetha; Prof P N
Shastry, Vice-Chancellor of the
RashtriyaSanskritSansthan;and
M R Sharma, Chairman of the
Sangmarg World Brahmin
Federation.
Mani, who had led the dig-

ging at the Ayodhya disputed
site,toldTheIndianExpress, “The
mandate (of the committee) is
toquellmisconceptionscreated
by Western scholars about
Indianculturethrougharchaeo-
logical,astronomicalandliterary
evidences.Forinstance,thethe-
oryofAryaninvasionstandsde-
bunked in the light of the 2019

Rakhigarhi DNA report (under
Vasant Shindeof Pune’sDeccan
College), which points to the
continuityof Indianculturesince
4,500years.”
The former head of the

National Museum said the re-
portwillmostlyfocusonarchae-
ological findings of the past 15-

20years“sincethatisconsidered
asscientific evidence”.
“Even though there was no

hard evidence yet to say Indian
culturewas12,000yearsold,ar-
chaeological excavations at
Mehrgarh(nowinPakistan)put
theageof the Indiancivilisation
at10,000years,”Mani said.

VasantShindehadledateam
thatanalysedDNAsamplesof61
skeletonsfoundattheHarappan
siteinRakhigarhi.Theteamsaid
the analysis showed that pres-
ent-day South Asians are
descendants of an indigenous
population.
“TheSouthAsianswholived

in the Indus Valley civilisation
belongedtoacompletelydiffer-
ent group of hunter-gatherers,
who began farmingmuch ear-
lier.Thisisincontradictiontothe
theory that the Iranians and
South Asians shared ancestry,”
thestudysaid.
As per the other,more com-

monly held theory, while the
firsthumans(outofAfrica)came
totheIndianregion65,000years
ago, the Harappan civilisation
wascreatedbyamixedpopula-
tionof themandWestAsianmi-
grants who reached India
around 9,000 years ago. The
Aryans are believed to have ar-
rivedabout4,000or3,000years
ago, from the Central Asian

Stepperegion.
Shinde told The Indian

Express that this evidence con-
tradicting the Aryan invasion
theoryshouldreachthemasses,
and said hewould be happy to
present his papers to the com-
mittee, if invited.
Announcing the committee

to study Indian culture back to
12,000 years in 2016, then cul-
ture minister Mahesh Sharma
had said its mandate was to
“trace Indian culture fromway
back and compare itwith other
cultures across the world. It
has got nothing to do with
HinduismorIslam.Itisaboutour
civilisation”.
Dikshit, who chairs the new

panel, like the earlier one, said
theyhadhelda coupleofmeet-
ingson thematter last time.
Shastry said, “In 2016, I had

presentedliteraryevidencefrom
the Vedas and Puranas to talk
about the historicity of Indian
civilisation.Restisforthearchae-
ologists tocorroborate.”

Rakhigarhiexcavationsnewevidence,debunkAryan
invasiontheory, saysapanelmember.Courtesy:VasantShinde

Pre-12,000 yrs: Govt re-ups panel to study ‘Indian culture’
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MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,SEPTEMBER16

THE CHANGE of name from
‘Mughal Museum’ to
‘Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Museum’ is likely to further de-
lay the project next to the Taj
Mahal, already way behind
scheduleduetodwindlingfunds
andmounting costs. However,
the latestproblemmaytakethe
longest, as the authorities try to
find enough links between
ShivajiandAgratofillamuseum.
UttarPradeshChiefMinister

YogiAdityanathhadannounced
thenamechange, saying in“the
new Uttar Pradesh there is no
place for symbols ofmindset of
slavery”.
Launched by former CM

AkhileshYadav in January 2016,

themuseumlocatedlessthan1.5
km from the east gate of the Taj
MahalwastoshowcaseMughal-
era culture, artefacts, paintings
and cuisine. The projectwas to
costRs141croreandbefinishedin
two years. It’s only 70 per cent
done,withRs90croresofarsanc-
tioned, even as theGST and the
timefactorpushcostsuptoanes-
timatedRs170croreplus.Among
thereasonsforthedelayandcosts
is that all concrete structures for
theprojecthavetobecartedfrom
Noida,around200kmaway,with
suchconstructionbarrednearthe
TajTrapeziumZone.
Sources said that concerned

about the project’s viability, the
governmenthadrecentlyasked
the architect as well as the
RajkiyaNirmanNigam,whichis
handling the construction, for a
"businessplan".Theextrafunds

are yet to be cleared by the
FinanceDepartment.
Now comes the change in

name, fromMughals to Shivaji.

AmitSrivastava,DeputyDirector,
Tourism,Agra,said,“Thereiscer-
tainlya linkbetweenShivaji and
Agra. Hewas kept in captivity at

Agra Fort during the era of
Aurangzebandbravelyescaped.”
The TourismDepartment is the
nodaldepartmentfortheproject.
Srivastava added that once

they got the go-ahead, the de-
partmentwouldengagehistori-
ans from Bhimrao Ambedkar
UniversityinAgratoknowmore
about the links of Shivaji.
Officialsestimatedadelayofone
moreyearat least.
However, B D Shukla,

Assistant Professor in the
Department of History and
Cultureat theuniversity, fears it
might take longer. Recounting
Shivaji’s timeatAgrain1666,he
said, “After Shivaji lost all his
forts, he was called here by
Aurangzeb. Shivaji got angry
when hewas not treatedwell.
Hewas later held captive in the
RamSinghkikothi.However,so

farneithertheASInoranyhisto-
rian is 100 per cent surewhere
thisRamSingh’skothi is.”
Shivaji is said tohavehidden

inafruitbasketandtakenaboatto
escape via theYamuna.Officials
hopetotracealltheplacesShivaji
mighthavevisitednearby.
The links between Agra and

the Mughals, on the contrary,
run deep – and beyond Taj
Mahal. Agra was the centre of
the Mughal empire from the
timeofAkbar in1560, to1650.
Srivastavadoesn’tseemtoan-

ticipateanissue.Theambitofthe
museum isn’t justMughal cul-
ture, he argues, “but the culture,
artandartefactsoftheentireBraj
regionand thehistoryof thepe-
riod”.Thatlooselymeansanarea
of around 5,000 sq km, from
Mathura in UP to Bharatpur in
RajasthanandPalwalinHaryana.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

SHENZHEN-BASED technology
firm Zhenhua Data has said it
was privately owned and its
partners didnothave anyback-
ground in the Chinesemilitary
ortheChinesegovernment,and
that itsoperationwasnot illegal
orunreasonable.
RespondingtoreportsbyThe

Indian Express on how it was
tracking 2.5million individuals
acrosstheworld, includingover
10,000 in India, Zhenhua Data
communicated through official
sources in theChineseEmbassy
in NewDelhi, and said it “does
not offer any analytical services
on thecollecteddata”.
The Indian Express had re-

portedthefirm’sclientsincluded
government and Chinesemili-
tary, as claimedbythe firmitself
initswebsite.Thereportsoverthe
lasttwodaysdidnotstatethatthe
owners/ partners havemilitary/
governmentbackground.
Zhenhua Data had not re-

spondedtoadetailedquestion-
naire sent to its representatives
onSeptember1.Respondingon
Tuesday, the firm did not deny
that its clients include the gov-
ernment and the military ex-
plicitly, but said its “current
clientsincludehighereducation
institutions and think tanks” in
China.
Withoutdivulginganyinfor-

mation on the nature of details
sought by these clients, it said,
“The Overseas Key Information
Database(OKIDB)doesexist,but
notasmagicalasmediareported,
itmerelyconnectsindividualsto
thesocialmediatheyuse.”
“There is nothing about the

operationsthatareillegalorun-
reasonable.Wecollect informa-
tionfrompublicsourcesthatare
accessible to everyone. But we
do not get private information
from confidential sources such
as chat histories, psychological
profilesoranythingthattheuser
chooses to conceal,” Sun, a rep-
resentativeof Zhenhua, said.
The firm said all its partners

have earlier been associated
withtheinformationtechnology
business.“Zhenhuaisaprivately
owned company established in
April2018.Allof itspartnersare
natural persons without back-
grounds in theChinesemilitary
or the government, and some
werepreviously in the informa-
tion technology business,” the
representativesaid.
Thefirmsaidthedatabasecol-

lectedby it is “nodifferent” from
what is being collected in the
United States. “Our data are all
publicdataontheinternet.Thisis
just a data integration. Its opera-
tions,whichinvolvecollectingand
‘mobilizing’data,are100percent
fromopen sourceswithnodata
mining, and is nodifferent from
itsWesternpeers,suchasUSpub-
lic tracking platforms called
EveryPolitician andGovTrack,”
therepresentativesaid.
In itswebsite, thefirmterms

itself apioneer inusingbigdata
for “hybridwarfare”.

CHINA IS
WATCHING

Pvt firm; partners have
no background in China
military, govt: Zhenhua

Themuseum, located less than1.5kmfromtheTajMahal,
wastoshowcaseMughal-eracultureandartefacts. Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,SEPTEMBER16

ABENGALURUsessionscourthas
rejectedthebailpleaofakeyac-
cused in the August 11 violence
inthecity,specificallyrelatingto
an attack on the residence of a
Congress MLA and two police
stations,aftertheKarnatakagov-
ernmentarguedthattheaccused
hadallegedlyconspired thevio-
lencewithaprominentpolitical
leader inthestate.
ArunManoraj, 34, nephew

andpersonalassistantof former
Bengalurumayor and Congress
leaderSampathRaj,wasarrested
for the August 11 attack on the
residence of Akhanda Srinivas
Murthy, Congress MLA from
Pulakeshinagar constituency.
The police had said that
Manoraj’s phone was used to
mobilisepeople for theattack.
ThreeMuslim youths were

killedinpolicefiringandafourth
person succumbed to other
woundsintheviolenceofAugust
11,whenmobs laidsiegeontwo
policestationsandMurthy’san-
cestralhome.Theviolencebegan
afterMurthy’snephew,PNaveen
Kumar, put out a derogatory so-
cialmedia post against themi-
noritycommunity.

During the bail hearing,
whiledefence counsels told the
courtthatManorajwasnotpres-
ent at any of the scenes of vio-
lence, the public prosecutor ar-
gued that he had used the
derogatorysocialmediaposts to
give a planned attack the sem-
blanceof “mobviolence”.
RejectingManoraj’sbailplea,

the sessions court noted the
“case against the petitioner
(Manoraj) is that he is the chief
conspiratorbehindtheincident”,
andthat“miscreantscausedthe
damage” following “instigation
andmotivationcausedbyhim”.
The judgenoted in theorder,

“...materialplacedbythecounsel
for2ndrespondent(MLAMurthy)
reveals that he (Manoraj) is fol-
lower of a prominent political
leader,andisaclass1civilcontrac-
tor;heiseconomicallysound.”
Thepolicearenowinvestigat-

ingwhether Sampath Raj, a po-
liticalrivalofMurthyintheparty,
wasalsopartof theallegedlyor-
chestratedmobviolence.
Thepolicearealsolookingat

therolesofARZakir,aCongress
councillor,andhusbandsof two
other councillors in the inci-
dents.KaleemPasha,husbandof
Irshad Begum, the councillor
fromNagwara,hasalreadybeen
arrested in thecase.

CONGVSCONG INBENGALURUVIOLENCE

Ex-mayor’s nephew
denied bail, state
says conspired with
‘top political leader’

PANELMEMBERSAYSMANDATEOFCOMMITTEE ISTOQUELLMISCONCEPTIONSCREATEDBYWESTERNSCHOLARS

IRAMSIDDIQUE&
GARGIVERMA
BHOPAL,BALSAMUND
(CHHATTISGARH),
SEPTEMBER16

MADHYA PRADESH Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
onWednesday ordered a CID
probe into the death of a man
from Chhattisgarh, who was
killedbyMPPoliceonSeptember
6 in an alleged “crossfire” with
MaoistsinthecorezoneofKanha
NationalPark.
The order for inquiry comes

a day after Chhattisgarh
GovernorAnusuiyaUikeywrote
to Chouhan, demanding an in-
quiry and adequate compensa-
tion to Dhurve’s family. On
Monday, Chhattisgarh Forest
MinisterMohammadAkbarhad
writtentoChouhanandsoughta

high-levelprobe.
Jham SinghDhurve, 54,was

from Balsamudra village, in
Chhattisgarh's Kabirdham dis-
trict, about 5 km from the state
boundarywithMP.
Dhurve had gone with a

friend, Naim Singh, to fish at a
lake in the forest when hewas
killed infiringbypolice,accord-
ing to his friend. The police had

saidhewasshotinallegedcross-
fireduringananti-Maoistcomb-
ingoperation.
Following the incident, ap-

prehensive local residents in
Balsamundarecheckingallout-
siders arriving at the village.
Protestswerereportedalsofrom
areasabuttingthenationalpark
inMP’s Balaghat district,where
the incident occurred. Taking
cognizance of the agitation, the
MPHumanRights Commission
onWednesday asked the state
DGP, IG (Jabalpur Range), and
Balaghat police to submit a de-
tailedreportwithinthreeweeks.
Madhya Pradesh DGP Vivek

JohritoldTheIndianExpress,“The
CMhasorderedaCIDprobeinto
thematter.Wewill senda team
from police headquarters to
Balaghat to look into the firing
(incident).”
NaimSingh,whohadaccom-

paniedJhamSinghtothelakeon
September6andescapedthefir-
ing, has denied the police's ver-
sionof anallegedcrossfire.
CongressMLA SanjayUikey,

who represents Baihar con-
stituency in Balaghat, called the
police’s claim “false” and de-
mandedanFIRagainstthepolice
officersconcerned.
At Balsamund, 170 km from

statecapitalRaipurandlessthan
10 km from the state boundary
withMP, theclosestpukka road
is 15 kmaway. The villagers are
agitated and observant, with
groups huddled behind their
homesoronroadsideswhenThe
Indian Express went there on
Monday. Outsiders are stopped
at multiple points and asked
abouttheiridentityandthestate
theybelong to.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

MadhyaPradeshCM
ShivrajSinghChouhan

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD,SEPTEMBER16

A BHAVNAGAR resident, who
was the son of a retired deputy
superintendent of police, al-
legedly shot dead his wife and
two daughters onWednesday
before turning the revolver on
himself, police said.
Pradyumansinh Jadeja (46),

his wife Binaba Jadeja (42) and
theirdaughtersNandini(18)and
Yashaswi (9) were found dead
with gunshot wounds at their
residence.
Pradyumansinh is thesonof

retired DySP of Gujarat Police,
Narendrasinh Jadeja, and
worked as a construction
contractor.
No one else was present in

thehouseatthetimeoftheinci-
dent,police said.
According to police, Jadeja

usedhislicensedrevolvertoshoot
deadhiswife, twokidsandhim-
self,minutes after leaving anote
onhisfamilyWhatsAppgroup.
“Thebodieswerefoundfrom

a room on the first floor of the
building. Pradyumansinh left a
message on their family
WhatsAppgroupsaying thathe
and his family were taking the
extremestepandthatthegateof
the roomwould be left open,”
said an officer at Nilaumbagh
police station inBhavnagar.
“Wearestill investigatingthe

reason and as of now, an acci-
dental death report has been
filed. Thebodieshavebeensent
for postmortem,” the officer
added.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER16

FACEDWITH amounting debt
incurred from his business, a
contractor at Vettor village in
Kerala's Thiruvananthapuram
district died by suicide after
killinghiswife anddaughteron
Tuesday,police said.
Sreekumar (58) was an ‘A’

class contractor executing con-
structionprojects formilitaryes-
tablishments in Thiruvanantha-
puram.HelivedwithhiswifeMini
(52) and daughter Anandalak-
shmi,aPhDstudent.
IntheearlyhoursofTuesday,

residents of Vettor villagewoke
to screams from the house,
whichwasinflames.Theyman-
aged to enter the premises, but
couldentertheroomsonlyafter
rescue teamsdoused the fire.
Police said a preliminary as-

sessment indicated Sreekumar
might have ended life after
killinghiswifeanddaughter.

Investigating officer G
Gopakumar said, “He
(Sreekumar)hasleftsuicidenote
blaming a sub-contractor who
failed to complete a work on
time, causing financial liability.
Wehave startedaprobe forun-
naturaldeath,butsofarhavenot
named anyone for abetting the
suicides.Localpeoplehaveindi-
catedthefamily'sloanburdenin
financial institutions,butweare
yet toarriveata figure.”
Family sources said

Sreekumarhadhandedoverhis
work to a sub-contractor, who
notonlyfailedtomeetthedead-
line, but also abandoned the
workhalfway.
This put additional liability

onSreekumar, the original con-
tractor. He had to avail fresh
loansafterpledgingthehouseto
find resources to complete the
assignedworks.
A close relative, Lina V, said

the family had indicated that
theywouldbe forced to take an
extremestepif their financial li-
ability isnot sortedout.

Burdened by debt, Kerala contractor
murders wife, daughter before killing self

Bhavnagar: Contractor
shoots wife, two daughters
dead; turns gun on himself

Museum’s name changed, Agra officials hunt for Shivaji links

Decision follows letters fromChhattisgarhGovernor,minister seeking inquiry

MPordersCIDprobe into killing
of Chhattisgarhman in ‘crossfire’
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SORRY, YOUR LORDSHIP
ShowvilifiesMuslimsbutpriorrestraintsetsadangerousprecedent
whendissentisbeingcriminalised—andcourtsarefumbling

A BENCHOF JusticesDYChandrachud, InduMalhotra andKM Josephhave
canned Sudarshan TVheadman Suresh Chavhanke’s awful show “Bindas
Bol” (literally, an exhortation to “SpeakCarelessly”). Promoted onlinewith
#UPSC_Jihad,theshowvilifiesMuslims,accusingthemofacampaigntoin-

filtratethebureaucracy,andunderminestheUnionPublicServiceCommission,bytheim-
plicationthatitoffersunfairadvantagetothecommunity.Dodgyonfactsandanalysis, it is
informedbya “wantondisregardof the truth”, as the SupremeCourt very accurately ob-
served,andispremisedonadenialof therealityof aplural India.Thebenchcalledoutthe
showforwhat itwas—hatefulpropagandamasqueradingasanalysis.Thecourtwasspot
on—especiallywhenSudarshanTVisnotaloneinthisshamefulcorner.Throughthemonths
oftheprotestsagainsttheCitizenshipAmendmentActandtheNationalRegisterofCitizens,
andintheinitialdaysofCOVID-19,withtheexceptionofafew,TVnewschannelsrevelled
inaningloriousorgyofpartisandeception,vilificationandrumour-mongering.
NewswillbeweaponisedbythoseinpowerwhentheyhavewillingaccomplicesinTV

studiosbutpriorrestraint,astheSupremeCourtitselfhasrepeatedlyunderlined,isasolu-
tion that has ramifications as disturbing as theproblem it’s trying to address. As Solicitor
Generalof IndiaTusharMehtawondered incourt, towhatextent can themediabe regu-
latedbyotherinstitutions?OnAugust28, theCourthadrightlydeclinedtoimposea“pre-
broadcastinterlocutoryinjunction”againsttheoffendingshow.OnSeptember9,theCentre
permittedtransmissionof anepisodeof#UPSC_Jihad,withthecaveat that itmustnotvi-
olate the ProgrammeCode. But thisweek, the bench observed that circumstances had
changed and “the drift, tenor and content of the episodes is to bring [a] community into
publichatredanddisrepute,”whichviolatestheCode.
Thecourt’sapprehensionis legitimate:Hatefulmemescanspreadlikewildfireacross

socialmediaandpromote,eveninciteviolence.But, as JusticeChandrachudsaid,perhaps
self-regulation—anoxymoronitmaybe—needstobeexploredmorerigorously.Givingprior
restraint the imprimatur of the highest court, the bench sets a dangerous precedent at a
timewhena lynchmob is justonecommentaway.Motivatedpartieswouldonlyhave to
fileanobjectionincourtforrestrainttobeclamped,priortoairingtheprogramme,untilthe
matter is heard—and a court could rule for restraint to continue. Since newshas a very
short shelf life that is counted in hours, amere allegationmade in court could kill a pro-
gramme. Significantly, the Court took adig at theNewsBroadcasters’ Associationwhose
remit includes legal,ethicalandregulatoryconcerns. Itaskedif thebodyexistsonly inthe
formof its letterhead. Inthataside, theCourttacitly indicatedwhereonesolutionmaylie.

REGULATORY UNCERTAINTY
SEBIcircularonmulti-capfundswasavoidableduring

theseuncertaintimes

LASTWEEK, THESecurities andExchangeBoardof India (SEBI) issueda circular
specifyingthatmulti-capschemesofmutualfundsmustinvestaminimumof25
percentof theirtotalassetsineachlarge,midandsmall-capcategory.Untilnow,
therewasnosuchallocationcriteria.Theguidelineshadonlyprescribedthatatleast

65per cent of the investments of such schemesbedirected towards equities, giving fund
managerstheflexibilitytoallocatefundsacrosslarge,midorsmall-capfirmsaspertheirdis-
cretion.Afewdayslater,SEBIclarifiedthatapartfromrebalancingtheirportfolio,thesemulti-
capfundshadotheroptions,rangingfrom,mergingwithexistinglarge-capschemes,tocon-
vertingtheseschemestoothercategories.WhileSEBI’sdirectivemayhavebeendrivenbythe
desire to ensure that these funds are “true-to-label”, its decision raises several questions:
Whycurbfundmanagerflexibility?Won’tchangingthecharacterof thefundheightenthe
risk anduncertainty for existing investors?Moreover, are their enoughquality small-cap
firmstoabsorbthisinflow?If thereweresuchcompaniesavailableinthissegment,would-
n’ttheyhavebeenattractivepropositionforfundmanagerstobeginwith?
Mutual funddata fromvarious fundhouses shows thatput together, the total assetsof

thesemulti-capschemesstandataroundRs1.45lakhcrore.Ofthis,themid-capandsmall-
capexposurestandsat16.4percentand6.25percentrespectively.Thesenumbersimplythat
inordertomeettherequirementsimposedbytheSEBIcircular,roughlyRs40,000crorewill
havetodirectedfromthesefundstowardsmidandsmall-capfirms.Consideringthatmost
of thesemulti-cap funds, especially thebigger ones, are largely geared towards large-cap
companiesandthatfindingliquidenoughqualitystocksinthesesegmentswillbechalleng-
inginthepresentcircumstances,itispossiblethattheseschemes,ratherthanoptingforre-
balancing,willoptforoneof theotheroptionsavailable.
Multi-cap funds were created to provide the fundmanager the freedom tomove

acrossstockclassifications,dependingontheopportunitypresented. If theyhavegrav-
itatedtowardslarge-capsit isbecauseof thepossibilityofgreaterreturns. If thepandemic
is likely to lead to greater economic concentration, benefitting the bigger firms, then
surely fundmanagers and their investors shouldhave the flexibility to take advantage
of thesetrends.Thisdegreeof controlbytheregulator isodd. Itwasanavoidablemove,
that onlyheightenedmarketuncertainty.

SCIENCE KNOWS
DonaldTrumpdoesn’tthinkso.Butbeingaclimatechange

scepticcouldhavepoliticalconsequences

I NITS175-yearhistory,ScientificAmericanhadneverfelttheneedtotakeapolitical
stand. In 2020, for the first time, the popular sciencemagazine has endorsed Joe
Bidenfor theUSpresidency.But2020is theyearof thepandemic,where ignoring
thesciencebehindapathogenhashadrealconsequencesintermsoflivesandliveli-

hoods.Andtheheadof themostpowerfulgovernment intheworldhasdecidedtoblame
thevictimsofanaturaldisasterinthelargeststateinhiscountry,cominguponanelection.
The intensity and frequencyofwildfires inCaliforniahas caused consistent damage

inAmerica’smostpopulous,richestandpoliticallysignificantstate.DonaldTrump,speak-
ingtopeoplewhosehomesandnaturalsurroundingshavebeendevastated,blamedthe
blazes onpeople andauthorities not “raking the forest floor” or “clearingdead timber”.
Whenitwaspointedout that there isanearuniversal scientificconsensus thatboththe
frequency and intensity of thewildfires has increased due to climate change, Trump
stated, “I don’t thinkscienceknows”. The responseof his rival for theUSpresidencyhas
beento label thepresidenta “climatearsonist”.
Theessenceof science isbasedon thedistinctionbetweenwhatDavidHumecalled

factandvalue—truthandopinion.Confidenceisagreatthinginapublicfigure,butpoliti-
cisingwhatmanywould think isunpoliticisable—anatural disaster—Trumpmayend
upbeingbeatenathisowngame.“Climatearsonist”,thoughhyperbolic, isboundtohave
abit of resonance in themiddle-class California suburbs that saw their homes and sur-
roundingsengulfed in flamesandsmoke. In fact, blaminganall-pervasiveproblem like
climate change couldhavehelpedTrumpescape theblame. But heblamed the victims
instead.On theheelsof his alleged (mis)managementof COVID-19, thepresident’s lack
of respect for scientific truthsmightbearapolitical cost.

Bend with the wind

JahangirAziz

Teesta Setalvad

Indiashouldoptforincomesupportsothatpandemic
doesnotturnintoafinancialcrisis

SAFFRON AND SECULAR
SwamiAgnivesh’scommitmenttoplurality,rationalitywithinfaithneverwavered

EVENACURSORYreadingofBrazil’srecenthis-
torywill confirmthat theadoptionof theall-
encompassing capongovernment spending
in late2016wascritical in rescuing theecon-
omyfromthecrisisof2014-16.
After riding the commodity boomof the

2000s, economicmismanagement anda se-
riesofcorruptionscandalspushedthecountry
into aneconomic andpolitical crisis in2014-
16, which ended the 14-year rule of the
WorkersParty(PT).Duringitsrule,PThadim-
plementedsweepingsocialprogrammes(such
asBolsaFamilia)toreduceinequalityanderad-
icatepoverty.Althoughcontested,mostassess-
mentssuggestthattheseprogrammeshelped
inimprovinglivingconditions(income,health,
andeducation) of thepoor. Butwith theend
of the commodityboom,Brazil’s growth fal-
teredandfundingtheseprogrammesstrained
macroeconomicmanagement,widened the
fiscaldeficit,andraisedpublicdebt.Whilethe
2013TaperTantrumwasthetrigger,theensu-
ingeconomicrecession,weigheddownbycor-
ruption scandals, turned intoapolitical crisis
endingPT’srule.Inflation,unemployment,and
thefiscaldeficitall jumpedtodouble-digits.
Inanefforttoregainpolicycredibility,the

interimgovernmentproposedandpasseda
constitutional amendment in late 2016,
which, starting from2017, capped govern-
mentexpenditure—excluding interestpay-
mentsbutincludingcapitalspending—toits
2016 level adjusted each year for the previ-
ousyear’s inflation. This laweffectively set a
ceiling on government spending at around
20percentofGDPthatcanonlybereviewed
in2026.While stringentby the standardsof
international fiscal rules (that aremostly in
theformofrestraintsonfiscaldeficitandpub-
licdebt), it is almostdraconian in thecaseof
Brazil asmore than90per centof its spend-
ingismandatedbylaw,leavinglittleroomfor
evenexpenditureswitching.
The recovery from the crisis has been

gradual, especially as most of the needed
structuralreforms(barringchangestotheso-
cialsecuritysystem)aspromisedbythenew

governmentelectedin2018areyettobeleg-
islated.Butthespendingcapsetatransparent
fiscal anchor that restoredmacroeconomic
stabilityandindoingsohelpedtobringdown
inflation from over 10 per cent in 2016 to
around2.5percentandopenedthespacefor
policy interest rates to be cut fromabove14
percent to2percentatpresent.
Yet,despitethedemonstratedcentralityof

thespendingcapinsecuringmacroeconomic
stability, thegovernmentallowedthespend-
ingcap tobebreachedwith largepandemic-
relatedadditionalexpenditureincludingagen-
erous income support, especially to the
Bolsa-Familiahouseholds(roughlyequivalent
toBPLhouseholds in India),whichalone can
amounttoover4.5percentofGDP.Takento-
gether,thesemeasureswillraiseoverallspend-
ing toabove28percentofGDPandtogether
withtherevenueshortfall,willincreaseBrazil’s
fiscaldeficit from6percentofGDPin2019to
anastounding17percentofGDPthisyear.
And theadditional spendinghashelped.

AlthoughBrazil’sCOVID-19infectionratewas
aboutthesameasinIndiainthesecondquar-
ter (in the last twomonths the rate has sta-
bilisedwhile that in India has continued to
climb),GDPgrowthcollapsedby33.5percent,
half of that in India. Indeed, at 67.2 per cent
(annualised quarterly rate), the growth col-
lapse in Indiawas the second largest in the
world next only to that in Peru. If one looks
underthehood,publicspendinghelpedtooff-
setsomeofthecollapseinprivatedemandin
Brazil but in India it added to thedecline.On
thebackofthecontinuedincomesupport,an-
alysts have upgraded growth in Brazilwhile
furtherdowngradingit in India.
All thisdiscussionaboutBrazil’seconom-

ics is tounderscore a simplepoint: There are
timeswhenpolicyneeds to leanagainst and
timeswhenithastobendwiththewind.This
isthetimetodothelatter.Itisn’tthatthemar-
ket hasbeenoverly generous towardsBrazil.
Infact,atpresentthereispalpablemarketangst
abouttheBraziliangovernment’sbudgetplans
for 2021. If the2021budget doesnot reverse

thepandemic spending, themarketwill not
takeitkindly.Theensuingfinancialstresswill
likelyunanchorinflationaryexpectationsand
forcethecentralbanktoraiseratesdespitethe
still fragile recovery.Ontheotherhand, if the
governmentbrings spendingbelow the cap,
the attendant fiscal dragwill be substantial.
But thecentralbankcancontinuetokeep in-
terestrates lowfor longerandstrengthenthe
private sector recovery in 2021especially as
balancesheetswillbelessdamagedthanoth-
erwisebecauseoftheincomesupportthisyear.
And this iswhere the importance of in-

comesupportlies.Itisnotsomuchthatithas
helpedtosupportdemandthisyear,butthat
it has protected, to varying degrees, house-
holdandSMEbalancesheetsfromtheexten-
sivedamagethepandemicislikelytoleavein
itswake. Unlike typical EM crises, the pan-
demic is not an instance of a financial crisis
turning into an economic shock because of
damagedbalancesheets.Instead,itisaneco-
nomicshockbroughtonby the failureof the
public-health system that can turn into a fi-
nancialcrisis if thedamageisextensive.
In India, the debate over fiscal policy has

been too focusedondemandmanagement.
Incomesupportorothergovernmentspend-
ing canhelponlymodestly in compensating
the collapse inprivatedemanduntil the link
between infection andmobility is broken.
That’sapublichealthproblem.Economicpol-
icycannotcompensatefortheweaknessesin
thepublic-healthsystem.Butappropriateeco-
nomicmeasuresnowcanhaveamuchbigger
and long-lasting impactwhen thepandemic
hasbeenbroughtunder control andaneco-
nomic recovery gets underway in earnest.
What isneeded is ample incomesupport for
householdsandfirmsnowsothattherecovery
isnothamstrungbyexcessivelydamagedbal-
ancesheets.Otherwise,thepandemiccaneas-
ily turn intoa financial crisis, delaying the re-
coveryandhurtingmedium-termgrowth.

ThewriterisChiefEmergingMarkets
Economist, J.P.Morgan.Viewsarepersonal

SWAMI AGNIVESH’S unique persona
broughtspecialmeaningtothesaffronrobe.
Drawing deep spiritual andmetaphysical
strength from the faith of theArya Samaj, a
religionthatwasassociatedwithpowerand
hegemony and had no role in social trans-
formation or justice was of no use to him.
Through the 28 years of our association,
what could have been the relationship be-
tween this Swami and awoman, an agnos-
tic andherpartner, JavedAnand, thesame?
This is probably best summedup in the

tributethathepaidtoourmonthlymagazine,
Communalism Combat on its 10th anniver-
sary inAugust2003, ayearafter theGujarat
violence of 2002: “The passionate commit-
mentthatCommunalismCombatexemplifies
to disinfect the soul of India, countering the
cancerofcommunalismwiththeantidoteof
trans-religioussolidarityanduncompromis-
ing commitment to justice and equality,
makes it the foremost bastion of inspired
journalisminour times…thisassociation is
anengagementof truespirituality.”
Swamiji’s journey into Indianpublic life

is best remembered through the efforts of
the BandhuaMukti Morcha established in
1981 that culminated in theBandhuaMukti
MorchavsUnionofIndia judgment,thepass-
ingofthelawtoabolishchildlabourandfur-
therexplorations in thecourtsonthedeep-
ening of constitutional rights of themost
marginalised. This commitment neverwa-
veredandwesawhimtakethisintothedark
reachesofChhattisgarhforpeacetalkswith
Maoistsin2010,wherehewasattackedbya
SalwaJudummob.Theexperienceledhimto
fileanaffidavit intheSupremeCourt,which

had an impact on the judgment banning
Salwa Judumayear later.
Forthoseofusbattlingthecorrosivecan-

cerofcommunalism,itwasSwamiji’svision
of Indian society and state as multi-hued
and diverse, based on an unflinching com-
mitment tosecularismandrationality, that
wassospecial.Hestoodtallandproudinhis
Hinduism at the Allahabad KumbhMela,
opposite the stall of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, reclaiminga faith thathe sawbe-
ing bothmilitarised and hegemonised. He
marched against the practice of Sati in
Rajasthan andhe arguedwith his counter-
partsfromotherfaiths,questioningnotions
of “Hell” and “Damnation” and exclusive
evangelisation. His commitment to ration-
alitywithin faithneverwavered.
In1998,whentheKalyanSinghgovern-

ment was set tomake Saraswati Vandana
compulsoryinUP’sschools,Agnivesh’ssharp
detractionwasunique:“Thewryhumourof
the situation becomes apparent whenwe
recall that Saraswati is supposed to be the
goddessof learning.UPisastatewhereillit-
eracyisendemic.Universaleducationforall
childrenunder14yearsofage,asmandated
by the Constitution, has not been a priority
with any of the successive governments...
Could it be that the insult to the goddess of
learning in keepingmillions of people illit-
erate is sought to be compensated by forc-
ing school children to do in ritual what the
governmentwon’tdo in reality?”
Nowonder, then, that it is thepallbear-

ers of an exclusivist faithwho— intolerant
of a powerful symbol in saffron that spoke
for a more eclectic Hinduism — attacked

himbrutally in Jharkhand in2018again, in
anattemptatpublichumiliation,disrobing,
evenlynching.Heescapednarrowlybutthe
damage done to the 80-year-old’s health
wasnear fatal.
Since 2014, he engaged in a direct satire

of obscurantist utterances from men in
power, even thoseat thevery top.Videosof
thesespeechesdrewsupportinfar-flungvil-
lagesandtowns.Inonesuchvideo,Agnivesh
points out, “The PM said that the Kauravas
multiplied themselves into hundreds. This,
they achieved through stem-cell trans-
plants”.Agniveshmockinglylaments:“Such
lies, suchpageantry,suchsuperstitions,and
India’sPMisperpetuatingthese!Thecoun-
trywillmove towardsadeepabyss.”
ThephysicalattacksdidnotstopafterJuly

17, 2018. In August, a month later, he was
again seriously attacked, even by awoman
ashewent to theBJP headquarters inDelhi
topayrespectstoformerPrimeMinisterAtal
Bihari Vajpayee. The last such attackwas in
Thiruvananthapuram in October last year
when Sangh Parivar cadres attempted to
manhandlehimatafunctionwhichthegov-
ernorwasalsoslated toattend.
For this saffron-robed modern-day

Swami, the colour of the robes he proudly
sportedmeantsacrifice,purityandcommit-
ment. Inalifewellandfully-lived—onethat
should be celebrated — he brought a re-
newedfaith in thecolour saffron.

Thewriter, previouslyco-editor
CommunalismCombatnowco-edits

Sabrangindia.inand is secretary,
Citizens for JusticeandPeace

It is not so much that it has
helped to support demand
this year but that it has
protected, to varying degrees,
household and SME balance
sheets from the extensive
damage the pandemic is likely
leave in its wake. Unlike
typical EM crises, the
pandemic is not an instance of
a financial crisis turning into
an economic shock because of
damaged balance sheets.
Instead, it is an economic
shock brought on by the
failure of the public-health
system that can turn into a
financial crisis if the damage
is extensive.
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RAMNATH GOENKA
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Peopledemand freedomof speechas a

compensation for the freedomof thoughtwhich
they seldomuse.— SØREN KIERKEGAARDTHEEDITORIALPAGE

SALES TAX DISCORD
THEUNIONGOVERNMENT’S PROPOSAL to
enlarge the additional excise duty net came
in for severe attack fromstate governments.
Onenon-Congress-Igovernmentwenttothe
extentofquestioningtheCentre’srighttodis-
cusstheissuethatcamewithintheconstitu-
tional jurisdiction of the states. The subject
cameupattheconferenceofChiefMinisters
andministers in charge of sales tax atDelhi.
Although FinanceMinister RVenkataraman
made it clear that theCentre isnotaimingat
“wholesaleabolition”ofthesalestax,thestate
governmentsstucktotheirstandthatplacing
restrictions on the taxwould affect their re-

sourcemobilisationcapacity.Theyalsodidnot
agreewiththeCentre’spositionthatfourmore
items—vanaspati,pharmaceuticals, cement
and petrochemical products — should be
broughtunderadditionalexciseduty.

TARAPUR IMPASSE
THE US SECRETARY of State Edmund
Muskiehadconcededthat Indiawouldnot
be bound by the agreement in respect of
the accumulated plutoniumwastes if the
1963Tarapuragreement isbreachedbythe
USbywithholdinguraniumsupplies to the
power plant. He also made it clear that
India hadnot issued any threat pertaining

tonuclearwaste. The Secretary of State, in
fact, brought up the issue to reinforce his
appeal to the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee togiveup itsOpposition to the
Carteradministration’sdecision tohonour
the 1963pact.

GAS POLITICS
Bangladesh Prime Minister Aziz ur
Rahmanhassaidthatgaswouldnotbesold
to India, “against thewillof thepeople”.He
told this to a group from the United
Peoples’ Party who had organised a sit-in
at theSecretariat inprotestagainst thepro-
posedmove to sell gas.

SEPTEMBER 17, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

No wonder, then, that it is
the pallbearers of an
exclusivist faith who —
intolerant of a powerful
symbol in saffron that spoke
for a more eclectic Hinduism
— who attacked him brutally
in Jharkhand in 2018 again,
in an attempt at public
humiliation, disrobing, even
lynching. He escaped
narrowly but the damage
done to the 80-year-old’s
health was near fatal.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
Several months into the pandemic, it should not be beyond the capacity of
ministers, in partnership with the NHS and others, to meet the current,
more modest demand for tests. — THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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The competition with China
will not lead to war. It is a
game of perceptions. What
China wants is Indian
acceptance of Beijing’s
benign superiority, and that
is a purely Chinese trait, not
to be confused with the
known rules of international
diplomacy. Talking from a
position of inferiority will
not lead to an equitable
solution. But first, a national
debate.

Our larger China picture Building a
new India

“RAJAKALASYAKarnam”—thetimelesswis-
domthat BheeshmaPitamahpassedon to
Yudhisthir in the “Shanti Parv” of the
Mahabharat—may seemesoteric in spirit,
but it carries amessage. Itmeans a ruler is
never a slave of circumstances, but creates
thembyhisacts.ThesadstoryofIndiasince
Independencehasbeenofalacklustrelead-
ershippushing thenation into anarchy, in-
security,socialdisharmony,crisisoffaithand
unavailabilityofthebasics.Ifthiswasthein-
ternalcondition,ontheworldplatform,the
countryfailedtocommandrespectfromits
peers.Fortunately,thosecircumstanceshave
nowbeenconsigned to thepast andanew
Indiahas emerged. In six years, our illustri-
ous Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
turnedIndiaintoanationtoreckonwith.
Since Independence, the leaders kept

talkingaboutthelastmaninthelastline,but
it is only now that the fruits ofwelfare en-
deavours and infrastructure have actually
reachedthecommonman.Theuniquejour-
neyfrom“Antyodaya”to“Rashtrodaya”was
madepossibleby the sheer compassionate
personaofModiji,whocomprehended the
ethos,mindsetandsentimentofthemasses
andlinkedthemtonationalism.This,indeed,
wasanexampleofchannelisingthepowerof
massesintonationbuilding.
ThePrimeMinisterhasunitedthepoor,

youth,farmersandwomenintoasingleunit
and upheld the slogan of “Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vishwas”. Be it Beti Padhao-Beti
Bachao or the Ujjwala Yojana, welfare
schemes have been created to benefit the
lastmaninthelineandtoinstil inwomena
sense of self-pride and self-reliance. How
canone forget the abolition of triple talaq.
With this one act, the PM, onbehalf of the
nation,bestowedhonouronwomenandre-
storedtheir fundamentalrights.
In the last six years, a string ofwelfare

schemeswereintroducedtoestablishanew
regimeof social justice andpublicwelfare.
PradhanMantriAwasYojanawasonesuch
scheme, throughwhich the government
subsidisedhouses for thepoor anddown-
trodden—about three crore houseswere
built. Asmany as four crore families bene-
fited through the ambitiousHarGhar Bijli
scheme. Eight crore gas connectionsunder
PM Ujjwala Yojana were distributed to
womenbelow thepoverty line. Itwas the
first instance someonehad thoughtof sav-
ingwomen fromcarbon-induceddiseases.
Asmanyas12crorefarmerswerehonoured
withPrimeMinisterKisanSammanYojana,
over23crorewerelinkedtotheMudraLoan
Yojanaand50crorepeoplewerebenefited
bytheAyushmanYojana.
The PMCrop Scheme, PMAgriculture

IrrigationScheme,MSP,KisanSammanNidhi
provided solace to farmers,whohadbeen
neglectedforyears.Hegalvanisedtheyouth
of this country andmade themself-reliant

and self-sufficient by launching Skill India,
StandUpIndia,StartUpIndia,MakeInIndia
andMudra Yojana, which also gave eco-
nomicimpetustothecountry.
The sustained efforts of the Prime

Ministerhas ledtoourgreatcountryre-es-
tablishingitsmythological,culturalandspir-
itualtraditions.Indiareceivedglobalrecog-
nitionthroughNamamiGange,VishwaYoga
Day, laying of the foundation stone of Shri
RamtempleatAyodhya,andtheconductof
a grand Prayag Kumbh. It took a superhu-
maneffort forModi togetYogarecognised
bytheUnitedNations,whichdeclaredJune
21asInternationalYogaDay.Over200coun-
tries are now following this great cultural
and spiritual traditionof our country.Over
24croredevoteesexperiencedthereligious
and spiritual grandeur of Prayag Kumbh.
UndertheguidanceofthePrimeMinister,it
turned out to be “Divya Kumbh Bhavya
Kumbh”,whichmadeUNESCOtagitas“in-
tangibleheritage”ofhumanity.
The country had been facing security

challengesforthepastseveraldecades.The
PrimeMinisterhasthwartedallthosechal-
lengesand laid the foundationof apower-
fulBharat.With the“LookEast”policy, the
PMbrought infrastructural benefits to the
Northeastandthrough“ActEastPolicy”,the
regioncouldaccruetheadvantagesofprox-
imitytoEastAsia.Articles370and35Athat
had been haunting Indians for decades
were abolished. With this, the Prime
Minister reaffirmedthe ideaof “EkBharat,
Shreshtha Bharat”. In both the Northeast
andKashmir,thereisnowanatmosphereof
peace and harmony and people have be-
comedevelopmentoriented.
In international relations, the PMhas

taken “friendship”with “friends” to new
heights,while the enemieswerehandeda
strongmessage.Whilekeepingthecountry’s
sovereigntyandsecurityinthefocus,thePM
hasgivendueimportancetodialogue,com-
passion, co-operation,activityandpartner-
shipintheforeignpolicy.Theneighbouring
countryagainstwhomwecarriedoutasur-
gicalandairstrikeinretaliation,cannoteven
daretolookatus.Atthispoint, superpower
USAconsiders India as its strategic partner
andEuropewantstoestablisheconomicand
defencecooperationwithus.
It is Uttar Pradesh’s good fortune that

Kashi,theancientcityofBabaVishwanath,is
represented in Parliament by the Prime
Minister. In the last six years,Modi has re-
ferredtoKashias“MyKashi”,whichhasgone
a longway in givingnewdimensions to its
culture and spirituality. Kashi’s ghats, tem-
plesandmostimportantly,BabaVishwanath
Dhamaresymbolicof thePM’spersonality
andbodyofwork.Hiskeeneyefordetailand
constantmonitoringof developmentproj-
ects inKashi is inspirational.Thewayhein-
teractswithbooth-levelsworkers to social,
cultural,spiritualandbusinessorganisations,
sendsoutapositivemessage.
Ifindmyselfblessedtohavegotaleader,

mentorandguide inourbelovedPMModi,
a personwith unmitigated righteousness,
unquestionable sense of service towards
mankind and overwhelming sensitivity. I
pray to Shri Ram thatModiji continues to
graceourlivesforever.

Thewriter isChiefMinisterof
UttarPradesh

Anewnationalstrategy,combiningdiplomaticandmilitarymeans,isneededtocounter
Beijing’sstrategytomakeIndiasubmittoitsinterests

SOMETIME IN MARCH-APRIL this year,
Beijing started to concentrate troops, ar-
mouredvehiclesandmunitionsoppositeour
posts inAksaiChinaatGalwan,Fingerposts
and Depsang. ByMay-early June, they had
musteredcloseto40,000troopsandaccom-
panyingartilleryandarmour.Why40,000?
Maybewewill never know. It is a number
toosmalltotakeLadakh,andtoolargetowin
a border skirmish. Now that four months
havepassedsincewhatturnedouttobetwo
border skirmishes, we can take a breath,
pause and reflect onwhat it was all about.
Therehasbeenahealthyandvociferousde-
bate among the thinkers in India andmany
interpretations have been published in the
press and evenmanymore offered outside,
amongthegeneralpublic.
Slowly but steadily the interpretations

ofwhathappenedhavecoalesced into two
schools. One of them, or the first, believes
that the Chinese exercise was a territorial
snatch inAksaiChin,which theybelieve is
entirely theirs, accompaniedby a “lesson”
to the Indians on being what they see as
obdurate andaggressive Indianbehaviour
innot concedingAksai Chin; and continu-
ing to publish Survey of Indiamaps show-
ingtheentireAksaiChinas Indianterritory
up to the Johnson-Ardagh line, or our bor-
derwith Tibet.
Thisschool’s thinkinghasmanyobvious

flaws. The chief one is that four NSAs have
spent something like 20 interrupted years
askingtheirChinesecounterpartsthefollow-
ing:One,wheredoesBeijingthinktheinter-
nationalborder lies?Two,what is theirver-
sionoftheLACinLadakh?Unfortunately,the
contents of the talks by the four NSAs have
neverbeenmadepublic,butbitsandpieces
have emerged sporadically. The first bit of
newsisthattheChinesewantthesettlement
of theborderpostponedto“thenextgener-
ation”. Secondly, they are chary of handing
overanymapshowingtheChineseversionof
theLACintheWest.Militarily,therecentmo-
bilisation of 40,000 troops, artillery and ar-
mour has gained them something like 800
metres at thewestern LAC. Does thismake
any strategic sense? Theymight even have
obtained that much, and perhapsmore, if
theyhadnegotiatedasettlementattheNSA-
level talks. What they have achieved is to
forceIndiatomoveforwardthreedivisionsto
thewesternLACandgothroughthetrouble
of supplying themthroughthewinter. So, it
isunlikelythatXiJinpinghadthoughtallthis
out fora tinyextensionof their LAC.
Thesecondschoolof thoughtinIndiabe-

lieves that territory has nothing to dowith
it.Theybelievethat,asChinagrowsintoper-
haps the most powerful nation on earth,
overtaking the actual US GDP by 2030,
Beijingwill laydowntherulesofworldgov-
ernance.Butwhat if Indiastands in theway
ofBeijing’sdesiretodominateAsia?Wecon-
test their entire southern border, refuse to
join the Belt and Road initiative, create an
anti-Chinamaritimecoalition,competewith
them for influence in South East Asia and

Africa, areunsupportiveof their crackdown
on Taiwan, Hong Kong and Xinjiang and
moveevercloser to theUnitedStates. Letus
notforgetthatChinesepoliticalthoughthas
not matured in the crucible of the
Enlightenment. They don’t read Voltaire,
Rousseau, Adam Smith, Descartes, Diderot,
Locke,KantandSpinoza, leadingtothecon-
ceptofestablishingademocraticsecularre-
public. However faulty the US record has
been since 1991 as the world’s hegemon,
whenChina assumeshegemonic power af-
ter2030,wearegoingtogetanastysurprise.
Secularism,democracyandthe rightsof

manwillplaynopartinChineseforeignpol-
icy.Beijingwilloverturneveryinternational,
financial,trade,diplomatic,armscontroland
nuclearagreementthattheworldhasputto-
gether in sevendecades.As longasanation
pays“symbolic”tributetoBeijing,Chinawill
followahands-off policy—as they dowith
NorthKorea.
We in India need to conduct a large and

vociferousdebateonChineseintentions. If it
is tocreepforwardontheinternationalbor-
der, mustering overwhelming strength at
odd places to surprise us in a strategic am-
bush, then, stringing 3,50,000 troops along
the border to “defend” it is adequate. If the
Chinese intentionisto“teachusalesson”or

“keep us in our place” ormake us submis-
sive, need anewnational strategy, combin-
ingdiplomaticandmilitarymeans.
Thatmilitary strategyneedsanother ar-

ticlebutisbestexecutedintheIndianOcean.
However, if our national goal is to concen-
trateon thecreationofwealthandgrowing
GDP, thereby limiting our defence budget
andpensionsto2percentofGDP,letuspro-
claimit,tightenourbelt, lookdownandwalk
softly.PosttheGalwanincident,WangYi,the
Chinese foreignminister has already told S
Jaishankar to forget the territorial dispute
andconcentrateon“the largerpicture”. But
afterGalwanandPangongTsowewillclearly
approachthelargerpicturefromapositionof
tactical inferiority, unlesswedevelop some
punitive capability, which it seems could
onlybeintheIndianocean.Thecompetition
withChinawillnotleadtowar.It isagameof
perceptions.WhatChinawantsisIndianac-
ceptanceofBeijing’sbenignsuperiority,and
that is a purely Chinese trait, not to be con-
fusedwiththeknownrulesof international
diplomacy.Talkingfromapositionof inferi-
oritywill not lead to an equitable solution.
But first, anationaldebate.

Thewriter, a former rearadmiral in thenavy,
isauthorofANuclearStrategy for India

RajaMenon

PENALISING FARMERS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Wrong
wayout’ (IE,September16).Thecentral
government once again prohibited ex-
portsofallvarietiesofonionwithimme-
diateeffectaspricestrebledinamonth.
The government should have allowed
restrictedexportof onion. Suchmarket
interventionswith a complete ban are
wrong because producers are losing
their share in the internationalmarket.
India’s sharehasalreadycomedownto
40 per cent from 80 per cent. A six-
monthbanononionexport hadended
onlyafewmonthsago. If suchpractices
continue, the internationalmarketwill
notrelyonIndia.Thebanwillaffect the
farmers themost— the government’s
anti-farmersideisnowisshowing.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

COMPLICATED PEACE
THISREFERSTOthearticle,‘Twotheatres
of peacemaking’ (IE, September 15).
Exactly19yearsaftertheUSmilitaryin-
terventioninAfghanistanfollowingthe
9/11terrorattack,theTalibanandAfghan
government are sittingdown for peace
talks inQatar.While thepeacenegotia-
tionswill be tough, the Islamist group
anditsPakistanibenefactorsdoseemto
have theupperhand.After all, Pakistan
has never given up on cultivating
Afghanistan as strategic depth against
India. But India enjoys huge goodwill
among the Afghan people. Andmany
within the Taliban have beenwary of
Pakistanandmakecommoncausewith

Pakistani Pashtuns in opposing
Islamabad’soppressivepolicies.

Vandana,Chandigarh

KANGANA’S MUTINY
THIS REFERS TO the article,
‘Establishment’sWarrior’(IE,September
15).KanganaRanauthashadafrostyre-
lationshipwith thehigh andmighty of
Bollywood after she tookup the nepo-
tismissueonKaranJohar’sshow.Instead
oflaudingthecourageofthissmall-town
girlwhomade it to Bollywood and yet
chose to run the gauntlet, shewas rub-
bishedpubliclyamidstaudaciouscheers
tonepotism.Actually,Bollywoodhasal-
waysbeena“quarantinezone”ofitsown
kind.MaybeKangana’smutinyisamo-
mentousone.

SangeetaKampani,Delhi

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

BEFORETHEproponentsofShuddhHindibop
me onmy head for using the Urdu phrase
MubarakHo!insteadoftheHindiBadhaiHo!
letmeclarifythatthereasonIusethisphrase
towishourPrimeMinisteraveryhappy70th
birthdayis,thatBollywoodhasalreadystolen
thetraditionalphrase,“BadhaiHo!”andgiven
itanavoidablespin.
Onyour70thbirthdaytoday,you,sir,com-

mand a powerful image: An uncommonly
honestman,scrupulousaboutmaterialaffairs
who has risen from the ranks. An ordinary
familyinasmalltownwherethemenworkin
factories or tea stalls andwomen cook and
cleanfortheirownfamilyandoftenforother
families too, few sonswere lucky enough to
complete their education and luckier still to
getthatcovetedcollegedegree.You,MrPrime
Minister sir, have told us that hardwork is
aboveHarvard. True. You yourself have im-
bibedmostofyourdeepinsightsintohuman
nature, not at Oxford or Cambridge, but in
Indiafromyourseasoned,kindandwisemen-
torsof theSanghParivar.
This reminds one of a story. An arrogant

scholarwhohadstudiedatvariousmetaphys-
ical schools came to the fabled Mullah
Nasruddinandexpressedawishtoshareideas
with the great teacher sincehehad spent so
much time in studying in thebest schools of
philosophy.“Alas,”saidNasruddin,“youhave
studied the teachers and teachings.What
shouldhavehappenedisthattheteachersand
theirteachingshouldhavestudiedyou”.

In the Jewishtradition,70 isaverysignif-
icantnumber.Seventyelderswereassembled
byMoses onGod’s command in the desert.
Psalm90:10 allots three scores and ten (70
years)toanagethatspellsstrength.Strength
suchasthisbringsaserenityandcalmwithin
theheartandleadstoacertaindetachedview
of theworld. Truthbe told, since theadman
PrasoonJoshilocatedacertainfakirlikesoulin
you,thenationtoohasglimpsedthat.Wehave
allwitnessed your soulful journeys into re-
moteepochsviahillshrinesandforestsofthe
beautifulDevbhumiofUttarakhand.
Thetrip tothe jungles intheCorbettPark

was particularly a treat to sore urban eyes.
Accompanied by Bear Grylls, you spoke all
through inHindi, translated intoEnglish,we
weretold,simultaneouslybyadeviceplanted
inGrylls’ears.Thatandtheunfoldingimages
inpristinesurroundingssetareallyholysur-
realisttone,almostcrossingintotheterritory
marked by great painters likeMagritte or
Chagall. But thenharsh political realities cut
the dream trip short. As you rushed back to
Delhi tomeet a crisis, we realised how the
pedestaluponwhichthenationplacesagreat
leader, can be such a lonely anddemanding
place. Not many there do get to embrace
MotherNaturefor long.
But with your well-targeted strike

againsttheEnemy,sir,youtaughtthenation
of peaceniks that, in 2019, the only lasting
path to regional arms control, is the one
where instead of turning the Gandhian

cheek, we let themhave it on both cheeks.
Byabandoningyouridyllictriphalfway,you
turned an “apada” into an “avasar”, and en-
suredthataresoundingelectoralvictoryfol-
lowedathome later.
The nation has learnt much from you

since.
Youhave,forexample,helpedmillionsof

us realise thatelectorally speaking,Godmay
be said to be in details, but the Mother
Goddess lies inquestions.Soateachelection
rally you raise prickly questions about your
no-good rivals: Isn’t liberalism cowardice?
Andwhat about the Lutyen’s lifestyle? TRP
ratings escalated each time you roared:
“Bhaiyo, behenon,un logonmeinzameenee
Bharatkaagyan/bhrishtachar/vanshvaadetc,
tumnebhidekhahaikinahindekha?Dekha
haikinahindekha?Bolomeribaatsahihaiki
nahin?’’Andtilleventhosewhohadclimbed
treesandpolestoseeyou,yelledback,“Ekdum
Sahi!”.And,asthoughoncue,aroarwentup
chantingyournamelikeamantra.
Manyof yourdetractorsmay try to sully

the narrative here by pointing out how the
Indianeconomystandsconsiderablyweak-
ened by the pandemic, global climate
changes,tradedeficitsandshrinkageof jobs.
Butwith thewisdom age bringswe senior
citizensknowbetter.Hasn’t(Groucho)Marx
sunginDuckSoup: “Theworldisbutastage,
my friend, and life is but a game…/For
whether aman is right orwrong/Awoman
gets theblame.”

Don’t let themsully your birthdaymood
by petty nit-picking. It is youwho has also
openedgates topopularityonthesocialme-
dia,wherewhattheGermanscallthezeitgeist,
the spirit of the times, resides. Youhave also
enteredyoungIndiaviathetwinpopularare-
nas of cricket and Bollywood. A few joyous
photo-opsandyoumademoreyouthfuland
talkativefriendsthere,outstrippingevenyour
biggestBollywoodadmirer,BigB,orthecrick-
etinglegend,MSDhoni.
Eveninthematterofcitizenship,youhave

injected vast changes. Under the rule of the
lawas spelt out by our Constitution,wehad
been toldwewere equals. But the amend-
mentstotheBritishEpidemicDiseasesActof
1897, and a timely promulgation of the
EpidemicDiseases(Amendment)ordinance,
has ensured that in these difficult times, for
ourownsake,wemustbetreatedasunequal
when need be. Theword “police” has once
againbeenmadesynonymouswithitsMiddle
Frenchmeaning,thatisgovernment.Thestate
of Uttar Pradesh, as always, leads here from
thefrontbyexample.
So a grateful nationwishes you a very

happy70thbirthdaywith lines fromabirth-
day poemby Samuel Johnson: “Wealth, Sir
John,wasmadetowander,/Letitwanderasit
will:/Seethejockey,seethepander,/Bidthem
comeandtaketheir fill.”

Thewriter is formerchairperson,
PrasarBharati.\

At70,theprimeministerhascometorepresentthespiritof thetimes

Mubarak Ho! Modiji
Mrinal Pande
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THE ADMINISTRATION OF UNION TERRITORY OF LADAKH
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, LEH

Tel. No. 01982-252010, Fax No. 01982-252106 E-mail dcleh-jk@nic.in

Subject: Declaration of Missing persons as dead.

NOTICE
Whereas, the Superintendent of Police, Leh has reported that below

mentioned person belongs to Tyakshi Village has been reportedly miss-
ing from the District.

Whereas, the Superinendent of Police, Leh was directed to enquire into
the details in the missing case in her respective village, through con-
cerned SHO/Lumbardar and members.

Whereas, the Superintendent of Police, Leh has reported that they had
conducted through enquiry/verification in the missing case of below
mentioned person and recommended for “Presumption of death.”

Thereafore, it is hereby informed to all concerned to file an objection if
any against presuming the above missing person as dead and inform
this office, within 15 days from the date of issuance of this notice, falling
which it will be presumed that there is no claim/objection for presuming
the above person as dead.

Sd/-
District Magistrate

Leh ladakh

No: JC-180(MP)2020(903) Dated: 14.09.2020

S. Name Parentage Sex Age Village/ Place of Date of
No. State Missing Missing

1 Roqsana Ghulam F 18 Tyakshi, Shayok River 08-07-
Parveen Mohd Nubra 2010

RAJIV GANDHI PROUDYOGIKI VISHWAVIDYALAYA
(University of Technology of Madhya Pradesh)

Airport Road, Bhopal – 462033, Phone : 2678868, Tele Fax : 0755-2742006, Website: www.rgpv.ac.in
No. RGPV/RUSA/2020/3099 Date : 16 .09.2020

E-TENDER NOTICE
Online Tenders are invited up to 08th October 2020 till 3.00 PM by RGPV, Bhopal from eligible Manufacturers/
Authorized Dealers/Distributors, for the supply of the laboratory Equipments and related items for its various
departments, worth approximately Rs.760 Lakhs from grant under RUSA/AICTE/University funds, as per
following details, for its various departments :

S. Name of Department Tender Approx Cost Total EMD
No. No. (Rs. in lakhs)
1. Civil Engineering RGPV/RUSA/2020/CIVIL/01 105 Rs. 3,15,000
2. Electrical Engineering RGPV/RUSA/2020/EX/02 75 Rs. 2,15,000
3. Electronics & Communication RGPV/RUSA/2020/EC/03 64.5 Rs. 1,93,500
4. Mechanical Engineering RGPV/RUSA/2020/MECH/04 19 Rs. 57,000
5. Petrochemical Technology RGPV/RUSA/2020/PETRO/05 105 Rs. 3,15,000
6. Applied Physics RGPV/RUSA/2020/physics/06 32 Rs. 96,000
7. Applied Chemistry RGPV/RUSA/2020/ Chemistry /07 30 Rs. 90,000
8. School of Bio Technology RGPV/RUSA/2020/UTD-BT/08 75 Rs. 2,25,000
9. School of Pharmaceutical RGPV/RUSA/2020/UTD-SoPS/09 110 Rs. 3,30,000

Sciences
10. School of Nano Tech. RGPV/RUSA/2020/SoNT/10 26 Rs. 78,000
11. School of Energy & Env. Mgmt RGPV/RUSA/2020/UTD-SoEEM/11 13 Rs. 39,000
12. Central Work Shop RGPV/RUSA/2020/Workshop/12 40 Rs. 1,20,000
13. Energy park repair & RGPV/RUSA/2020/UTD-SoEEM/AMC/13 13 Rs. 39,000

AMC Tech. AMC
14. Mining, UIT Shahdol RGPV/SHAHDOL/2020/UIT/14 37.5 Rs. 1,12,000
15. RPS-AICTE RGPV/RPS/2020/PJ/15 15 Rs. 45,000

The bids are to be submitted through on-linemode at www.mptenders.gov.in. The cost of the tender document
is Rs. 5000/- each. Eligibility & other details are given on university’s websitewww.rgpv.ac.in. The tenders will
be available on the above website and university’s website from 17th September 2020.
M.P. Madhyam/98465/2020 REGISTRAR

Advertisement No.PGI/RC/2020/122/3065 Dated: 16.09.2020

NOTICE FOR WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

The Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh intends to fill
up 06 (UR) vacant posts of Assistant Professors in the department of Anaesthesia (02),
Gastroenterology (01), Radiotherapy (01) & Obst. & Gynae. (02) purely on contract basis for a
period of six months or till such time the regular appointments against these posts are made
whichever is earlier through walk-in-interview.

The candidates willing to appear in the above said walk-in-interview must submit their
brief bio-datas (in triplicate) in the prescribed proforma complete in all respects on
21.09.2020 at 11:00 AM positively in the Recruitment Cell of the Institute. The interview for
this post will be conducted on 21.09.2020 at 02:30 PM onwards. For further details like
required age, qualification, experience, remuneration and prescribed application form etc.,
candidates may visit PGI website www.pgimer.edu.in.

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
EDUCATION & RESEARCH, CHANDIGARH

DIRECTOR591/PGI

l fof'k"Vhdj.k la0 Mhohoh,u,y&
,e,e@3031& 2020% lkexzh%& 0.81
mm. Super Enameled (S.E.)- 256
M.T. ,oa 0.81 mm. Double Paper
Covering (D.P.C.)-266 M.T.
AluminiumWindingWiredh vkiwfrZ]
/kjksgj jkf'k% ₹11]30]000@&] fufonk
[kqyus dh fnukad% 17-10-2020-
fufonk 'kqYd% ₹ 11]800@&(th-,l-
Vh- lfgr) l fof'k"Vhdj.k la0 Mhoh
oh,u,y&,e,e@3032&2020%
lkexzh%& L.T. Brass Bushing Rod
(10-100 KVA) - 75,000 ux ,oa H.T.
Brass Bushing Rod (10-1000 KVA)
-44,000 ux /kjksgj jkf'k% ₹
2]20]000@&] fufonk [kqyus dh
fnukad% 17-10-2020- fufonk 'kqYd%
₹ 5]900@&(th-,l-Vh- lfgr)- fufonk
'kqYd dsoy vkWuykbu] DVVNL,
AGRA dh osclkbV www.dvvnl.
org ds ek/;e ls gh Lohsdkj fd;k
tk;sxkA fooj.k ds fy, d`i;k fufonk
izi= /;kuiwoZd Ik<+ ysaA mijksDr fufonk
fu/kkZfjr fnukad dks le; 13-00 cts rd
vkWuykbu viyksM dh tk ldsaxh ,oa
fu/kkZfjr fnukad dks lka; 16-00 cts
[kksyh tk;saxhA fufonk izi= m0iz0 'kklu
ds bZ&izksD;ksjeSaV iksVZy https://
etender.up.nic.in ij viyksM dh
tk;saxh] tgk¡ ls fufonk izi= MkmuyksM
fd;k tk ldrk gSA gLrk-@&v/kh{k.k
vfHk;Urk (lk0iz0)&I] ßjk"Vª fgr esa
fctyh cpk;saÞ Ik=kad%7715@v/kh0 vfHk0
(lk0iz0)&I@vkxjk@foKkiu@16-09-2020

nf{k.kakpy fo|qr
forj.k fuxe fy0

(CIN No.U31200UP2003SGC027460)

ÅtkZ Hkou] 220 ds-oh- fo|qr milaLFkku]
ckbZ&ikl jksM] fldUnjk] vkxjk &282007

(GSTIN No. 09AACCD0695D1ZS)
bZ&fufonk lwpuk

HARYANA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Haryana Undertaking)

Bays No. 59-62, Sector-2, Panchkula, Phone: 0172-2590608
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT)

HMSCL invites E-tenders for two years Rate Contract for
8002 Nos. of Glucometer with 10953400 Nos. of Glucostrips and
12430818 Nos. of Auto Disable Lancets on the website:
www.etenders.hry.nic.in. Please see Corrigendum if any regard-
ing these tenders on the website: www.etenders.hry.nic.in only.

Sd/-
Managing Director,
HMSCL, Panchkula.82823/HRY

‘Art was expression of life for her’
Thiruvananthapuram:The
Kerala solider killed in a
ceasefire violation along
the Line of Control on
Tuesday was just days
away from returning
home. Naik Aneesh
Thomas, 36, of 17Madras
Regimentwassettoreach

Kollam’s Ettiva village on
September25.
“Two days back, he

had called the family

about the leave. He
wanted his wife Emily to
get a room ready for his
quarantine. He spoke to
hisdaughter, six-year-old
Hanna.Wewerewaiting
forhim,butgottheshock-
ing news,” said Daniel, a
relative. SHAJUPHILIP

SHINYVARGHESE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

SCHOLAR, INSTITUTION builder, cul-
turalmatriarch—KapilaVatsyayanwas
known for her intimate knowledge of
Indian classical dance and her innate
ability toknit literatureand thearts in
the aesthetic understanding of it.
Founding director of Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA),
NewDelhi,Vatsyayanwasawardedthe
Padma Vibhushan in 2011. A Rajya
SabhaMPandbureaucrat, shewas in-
strumentalinguidingpoliciesthatim-
pactedIndiandance.Vatsyayanpassed
awayearlyWednesdayatherresidence
here. Shewas91.
Born in Delhi, shewas the second

child to her parents Ram Lal and
Satyawati.Vatsyayan’smother,aHindi

writer, was instru-
mental ingettingher
to learn dance from
the age of eight. Her
elderbrotherKeshav
Malikwasapoetand
younger brother
Subhash Malik is a

cultural anthropologist. Thus,
Vatsyayangrewupinanenvironment
thatnurturedwritersandthinkers.
Vatsyayanlearneddanceundergu-

rus including Kathakmaestro Acchan
Maharaj,fatherofPanditBirjuMaharaj;
Bharatanatyam exponentMeenakshi
Sundaram Pillai; and later from
Rukmini Devi Arundale’s disciple
Lalitha. She also learned other dance
forms includingManipuri andOdissi.
After herMasters in English from

DelhiUniversity,shewenttotheUSfor
higherstudies.Itwastherethatshewas
exposed tomodern dance techniques

and literary studies, and
through readings of the
Upanishads and cultural
philosophers like Ananda
Coomaraswamy she grew
to understand dance as a
way of self-awareness.
Subsequently,shereturned
to India anddidher Phdat
BHU under scholar
VasudevaSharanAgarwal,
whohelpedstrengthenher

foundation in Sanskrit, Indology and
archaeology. In 1956, she married
Hindi writer S H Vatsyayan, but they
later separated.
Vatsyayan would eke out the

essence of every art tradition and see
it inthelightofmodernity.Thisculmi-
nated in her book Classical Indian
Dance in Literature and the Arts
(SangeetNatakAkademi,2007).
Vatsyayan would eke out the

essence of every art tradition and see
it inthelightofmodernity.Thisculmi-
nated in her book Classical Indian
Dance in Literature and the Arts
(SangeetNatakAkademi,2007).
“She gavewriters likeme a three-

dimensional view of the arts,” said
dancehistorianandcriticSunilKothari.
“Art was always an expression of

life for her. At IGNCA, she brought
scholars fromeverywhere. Itwasavi-
branttimewhensheheadedtheinsti-
tution,” said Sudha Gopalakrishnan,
Executive Director, Sahapedia, who
workedwithher in the late1990s.
Not someone to mince words,

Vatsyayan was strong, forceful and
committed to excellence. She influ-
encedmanyinstitutions includingthe
Central University of Tibetan Studies,
Centre for Cultural Resource and
Training and the India International
Centre.
“As dancers, we viewed her as a

scholar, but she liked to be seen as a
dancer. Nobody else has her scholar-
shiporthephilosophicalgrace.Shewas
an ashraya, an umbrella, who shaded
andnourishedus,”saidBharatanatyam
dancerLeelaSamson.FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

KAPILA VATSYAYAN

1928-2020

Jaipur: At least 11 persons
drowned and two otherswere
missing after a boat capsized in
ChambalriverinRajasthan’sKota
districtonWednesdaymorning,
policesaid.
District Collector Ujjwal

Rathore said the passengers on
the boat weremostly devotees
headedtoatempleinBundidis-
trict. “There were a total of 32
persons on the boat, as well as
about 13-14motorcycles,” said
Rathore.“It was a locally-made
boat andwas overloaded. As it
capsized close to shore, some
managed to swimback orwere
rescued,” he said. A child was
amongthosedead. ENS

Slain Kerala soldier was days away from leave
Naik
Aneesh
Thomas

Rajasthan: 11 die
as boat capsizes

New Delhi



C VID-19VACCINETRACKER

CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

AMONG VARIOUS fac-
tors that make certain
groups of people more
vulnerable to severe
Covid-19 outcomes,
here’s one more: ob-
structive sleep apnoea.
This is a condition that
causesapauseinbreath-
ing,orshallowbreathing,
whenaperson is asleep.
A new study has found
that people diagnosed
with obstructive sleep
apnoea could be at increased risk of
adverseoutcomes fromCovid-19.
The study, from theUniversity of

Warwick, is published in the journal
SleepMedicineReviews.Theconclusion
is drawn froma systematic reviewof
studies that reported outcomes for

Covid-19 patients who
were also diagnosed
with obstructive sleep
apnoea. The researchers
flagged the need to fur-
ther investigate the im-
pactofthevirusonthose
withthesleepcondition
and to better identify
those currently undiag-
nosedwith it.
The systematic re-

view looked at 18 stud-
ies up to June 2020 —

eight mainly related to the risk of
death fromCovid-19, and 10 related
tosleepapnoea.Thereviewfoundev-
idence tosuggest thatmanypatients
whopresented to intensive care had
obstructive sleepapnoea.

Source:UniversityofWarwick

PAPER
CLIP

NEWRESEARCH

THEUSdrugregulator,FoodandDrug
Administration (FDA), has not yet
taken a decision on whether to re-
sume clinical trials on the
AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine. Halted
after anadverse reaction inapartici-
pant in England, trials have
resumed in that country.
Reports in theUSmedia

said the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) has
launcheditsowninvestiga-
tion into the incident that
had led to the halt two
weeks ago. Awoman participant in
Englandhadshowedsymptomsofse-
vere illnesses because of which
phase-2 and phase-3 trials of the
AstraZenecavaccinecandidateinsev-
eral countries, including India, were

stopped.Followinganassessmentby
an independent expert committee,
anddrug regulator in theUK, the tri-
alswereallowedtorestartinEngland
earlierthisweek.AstraZenecasaidthe
patient had recovered and been dis-

charged fromhospital.
Trials have not resumed

in any other country. News
reports in the US said the
“highest levelsofNIH”were
concernedabout the lackof
clarityoverwhatexactlyhad
happenedtotheparticipant.

The fate of the trial in India too is
uncertain as of now. In India, com-
bined phase-2 and phase-3 trials of
the vaccine had begun towards the
endofAugust.Sofar,100participants
havebeengiven thevaccine.

US yet to take a decision on
resuming AstraZeneca trials

Sleep apnoea may increase
risk for Covid-19 patients
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HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

FARMERSINPunjabandHaryanahavebeen
protestingagainst threeordinancesprom-
ulgated by the Centre on June 5. After the
MonsoonSessionofParliamentbeganthis
week,thegovernmenthasintroducedthree
Billstoreplacetheseordinances.LokSabha
passed one of these on Tuesday, and the
other two are listed for consideration and
passingduring thecurrent session.

Whataretheseordinances,andwhy
arefarmersprotesting?
They are called The Farmers Produce

Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation)Ordinance,2020;TheFarmers
(EmpowermentandProtection)Agreement
on Price Assurance and Farm Services
Ordinance, 2020; and The Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Ordinance,
2020. It is the Bill replacing the third that
hasbeenpassed inLokSabha.
While farmers are protesting against all

threeordinances,theirobjectionsaremostly
againsttheprovisionsofthefirst.Andwhile
thereisnouniformdemandamongthepro-
testersoraunifiedleadership,itemergesthat
theirconcernsaremainlyaboutsectionsre-
latingto“tradearea”, “trader”, “disputeres-
olution” and “market fee” in the first ordi-
nance.Alookatthesesections,onebyone:

What isa“tradearea”?
Section 2(m) of The Farmers Produce

Trade and Commerce (Promotion and

Facilitation)Ordinance,2020defines“trade
area” as any area or location, place of pro-
duction,collectionandaggregationinclud-
ing(a) farmgates; (b) factorypremises; (c)
warehouses; (d) silos; (e) cold storages; or
(f) any other structures or places, from
wheretradeoffarmers’producemaybeun-
dertaken in the territoryof India.
Thedefinitiondoesnot,however,include

“thepremises,enclosuresandstructurescon-
stituting (i)physical boundariesof principal
marketyards,sub-marketyardsandmarket
sub-yardsmanagedand runby themarket
committees formedundereachstateAPMC
(Agricultural ProduceMarket Committee)
Act”. It also excludes “privatemarket yards,
privatemarket sub-yards, directmarketing
collection centres, andprivate farmer-con-
sumermarket yardsmanaged by persons
holdinglicencesoranywarehouses,silos,cold
storagesorotherstructuresnotifiedasmar-
kets or deemedmarkets under each State
APMCActinforceinIndia”.
Ineffect,existingmandisestablishedun-

der APMC Acts have been excluded from
thedefinition of trade area under the new
legislation. The government says the cre-
ationof anadditional tradeareaoutsideof
mandiswillprovidefarmersthefreedomof
choice toconduct trade in theirproduce.
The protesters say this provision will

confine APMCmandis to their physical
boundariesandgivea freehandtobigcor-
porate buyers. “The APMCmandi system
has developed very well as everymandi
caters to200-300villages.But thenewor-
dinance has confined themandis to their
physical boundaries,” said Balbir Singh

Rajewal,presidentofBhartiyaKisanUnion
(Rajewal), who tried to protest against the
ordinances at JantarMantar in NewDelhi
butwasnotallowedbypolice.

What is“trader”andhowis it linkedto
theprotests?
Section2(n)ofthefirstordinancedefines

a “trader” as “a personwho buys farmers’
producebywayofinter-Statetradeorintra-
Statetradeoracombinationthereof,either
forself oronbehalf of oneormorepersons
for the purpose of wholesale trade, retail,
end-use,valueaddition,processing,manu-
facturing, export, consumption or for such
otherpurpose”.Thus, it includesprocessor,
exporter,wholesaler,miller, andretailer.
According to the Ministry of the

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, “Any

traderwithaPANcardcanbuythefarmers’
produce in the tradearea.”
A trader can operate in both an APMC

mandi anda trade area.However, for trad-
inginthemandi, thetraderwouldrequirea
licence/registration as provided for in the
State APMCAct. In the presentmandi sys-
tem,arhatiyas(commissionagents)haveto
geta licence to trade inamandi.
Theprotesterssayarhatiyashavecredi-

bilityastheirfinancialstatusisverifieddur-
ing the licenceapprovalprocess. “Buthow
can a farmer trust a trader under the new
law?”Rajewal said.
Thisalsoexplainswhytheprotestshave

mostly been concentrated in Punjab and
Haryana.Thearhatiyasystemismoreinflu-
ential in these two states than in other
states, agricultureexperts said.

Whydoestheprovisionon“market
fee”worryprotesters?
Section 6 states that “nomarket fee or

cess or levy, bywhatever namecalled, un-
der any State APMCAct or any other State
law, shallbe leviedonany farmeror trader
or electronic trading and transaction plat-
formfortradeandcommerceinscheduled
farmers’ produces in a trade area”.
Governmentofficialssaythisprovisionwill
reducethecostof transactionandwillben-
efitboth the farmersandthe traders.
Undertheexistingsystem,suchcharges

instateslikePunjabcometoaround8.5%—
amarket fee of 3%, a rural development
chargeof3%andthearhatiya’scommission
of about2.5%.
Rajewal said that by removing the fee

on trade, the government is indirectly in-
centivising big corporates. They said this
provision does not provide a level playing
field toAPMCmandis. “If you calculate the
mandi transactioncoston1quintalwheat,
at8.5%all inclusive, it comesaboutRs164.
So,onthesaleofeveryquintalofwheatout-
sideof themandi, youare incentivisingbig
corporates,whowill use this difference to
offer better prices to farmers in the initial
days. Andwhen the APMCmandi system
collapsesinduecourse, theywillmonopo-
lise the trade,”Rajewal said.
A government official, on the other

hand, questioned why the states do not
maketransactionsinmandiscost-efficient.
“When they are giving free electricity and
other subsidies, why can’t they provide a
free facility to farmers for selling theirpro-
duce?” theofficial said.

What is theobjectionasfarasdispute
resolutionisconcerned?
Theprotesterssaythattheprovisionon

disputeresolutionunderSection8doesnot
sufficiently safeguard farmers’ interests. It
providesthatincaseofadisputearisingout
of a transaction between the farmer and a
trader, thepartiesmayseekamutuallyac-
ceptable solution through conciliation by
filing an application to the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate,whoshall refer suchdispute to
aConciliationBoardtobeappointedbyhim
forfacilitatingthebindingsettlementofthe
dispute.
Farmers fear the proposed system of

conciliation can bemisused against them.
They say the ordinance does not allow
farmers toapproachacivil court.

What is thegovernment’sdefence?
WhiletheOppositionhasechoedfarm-

ers inalleging that thenewlegislationwill
benefit only big farmers andhoarders, the
governmentsaidtheprovisionswillbeben-
eficial to all: farmers, consumers and
traders.
“Almost all agriculture experts and

economistswerebatting for thesereforms
in the agriculture sector. The Centre was
also persuading states to implement the
Model APMCAct, 2002-03. But the states
didnot fullyadopt it. Therefore, theCentre
had to adopt the ordinance route… Itwill
leadtohelpingfarmersrealiseabetterprice.
Thisisveryforward-lookinglegislationand
itisawin-winsituationforallfarmers,con-
sumers and entrepreneurs,” said Ramesh
Chand,memberofNITIAayog.

Why China harvests India data
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

ZhenhuaDatascrapes informationthat’s inpublicdomain.Sowhat’s thebigdeal?Thebigdeal is inhow
bigdataworks, thesweepof thetargets—andtheuses itcanbeputto
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In three ordinances, the provisions that bother protesting farmers

Farmersataprotestagainst theordinances/Bills inHoshiarpur,Punjab. Express

PVAIDYANATHANIYER
&JAYMAZOOMDAAR
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER16

THE GOVERNMENT of India on
Wednesdaydecidedtosetupan
“expert committee” under the
National Cyber Security
Coordinator in the National
Security Council Secretariat fol-
lowingathree-partinvestigative
series by The Indian Express. The
committeewillstudythereports,
evaluate their implications, as-
sess any violations of law, and
submit its recommendations
within30days.
The series reveals how a

Shenzhen-based information
technology firm, Zhenhua Data,
withlinkstotheChinesegovern-
mentandmilitary, ismonitoring
over 2.5 million individuals
across the world, including at
least10,000Indians.Theinvesti-
gation has elicited a range of re-
sponses.
The IndianExpressattempts to framethe

contextgiventheprevailingsituationonthe
India-Chinaborder, the scale and legality of
theoperations,thetechnologyinvolved,and
the end-use possibilities, given the trove of
informationbeingcollected.

The background
Overthepastdecade,therapidevolution

of Internet technology, cheap phones, and
cheaperdata,hastransformedthelivesofur-
banandruralIndiansinwaysthatnowseem
irreversible.
Withsmartphonesbecomingubiquitous,

technologyimprovingaccessibility,andwith
probably the cheapestdata in theworld (Rs
6.5perGB),almosteveryphoneisadatade-
vice today.
Hugeemphasisondigitisationofgovern-

ment services by PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi,andthedemonetisationofRs500and
Rs1,000 currencynotes inNovember2016,
have turnedmobile phones into almost a
KYC device that is linked to the individual
andher/hisidentity:Aadhaarauthentication
is facilitated by themobile phone; instant
transfer of funds between bank accounts is
enabledviaUPI.
Now,threeoutof foursmartphonessold

in India during April-June this year, were
Chinesebrands;inthepreviousquarter, four
out of five phones soldwere Chinese.Most
phones also come pre-installed with
Facebook,Google,YouTube,andmanyother
socialmediaplatforms.
Indiahasbanned224Chinese apps in-

cludingTikTok, CamScanner andPUBG. In
the US, TikTok may soon change hands.
What is at the centre of such actions in
India and theWest is fear at the app level,
andalso at thepipe level (with companies
such as Huawei and ZTE), that personal
data may be compromised and may find
theirway intoChinese servers. Beijingde-
nies this, but countries are sceptical, and
turning more cautious — given particu-
larly the nature of an assertive and ambi-
tiousChina,which is being seenas expan-
sionist today.

Question of
Legality

Zhenhua Data has
scrapedpersonalinforma-
tion from about a dozen
social media platforms,
and many other online
sources.Attheheartof the
legalargumentisthebase-
line assumption: can con-
sent given to Facebook,
Twitter, Wiki, Medium,
YoutubeandInstagram,etc.betakenascon-
sentforanythirdpartyscrapinginformation
fromtheseplatforms?
Two decades ago, thismight have been

allright.Buttheexponentialriseinprocess-
ingcapacity,rapidevolutioninbigdataana-
lytics and artificial intelligence, has com-
pletelychangedtheparadigm.
Increasingly, it is becomingmore and

moreobviousthatcompanieshavenoskinin
the game inwhat is said or written or ap-
pears on their platforms; they claim no in-
termittent liability.
ThePersonalDataProtectionBill, once it

becomes law,will place responsibilities on
the platforms, be it Twitter or Facebook,
which are the primary collectors of data, to
keeppersonal informationsafe.
Therewillbeintermediarieslikeaccount

aggregatorsandconsentmanagers,whowill
keepatabontheseplatforms,andtheirpos-
siblemisuse.
Butcantheseplatformsortheintermedi-

ariesreallyactagainstasovereignnationlike
China, if it is theultimatesourceofmisuse?

Operations and scale
ZhenhuaDatahascollectedinformation

onabout2.5millionkeyindividualsandover
650,000organisations,fromcountriesacross
theworld.
There are thousands of individuals in

India, alongwith their network of families
andassociatestrackedacrossmultiplesocial
media platforms. The Indian database in-
cludesprominentpeople—ministers,busi-

nesspersons, entrepre-
neurs, defence personnel,
bureaucrats and diplo-
mats, scholars and re-
searchers, scientists and
academics.
The first question this

throwsup is:

What is thepoint in
trackingpublic figures,
aboutwhomsomuchis
knownanyway?

That isexactlythemotivation—because
trackingthemgivesyouaninsightintotheir
followers’ minds. How followers or friends
react(like/share/comment)toanypublicfig-
ure on open platforms reveals a lot about
eachof them.
Zhenhua Data is not necessarily inter-

estedineveryfollowerofapublicfigure.But
that is the thing about big data. It is about
castingthenetaswideaspossiblewherein-
dividualsarenotnecessarilytargetedascon-
sequentialinthemselves,butsimplybecause
theycompletethewidearc.Themoreinfor-
mationonecollectsandcorrelates,themore
one gets to discover. Leaving out certain
members of, say, a leadership team of any
setupbecause they arenot exciting enough
defeats thatpurpose.
Thesecondquestion that follows is:

Sowhat,manycompanieshavebeen
doingthis foryears,both inIndiaandin
othercountries?
LikeanybigdataoperationinvolvingOS-

INT (open-source intelligence), Zhenhua
Datadeals involumes.
First, the sweep: howmany people it

tracks. Second, the depth: howmany data
points it engages to collect information
about every person it tracks. The potential
of thedatabasefor ‘hybridwarfare’depends
on both factors: how many they know
about,andhowmuchtheyknowabouteach
of them.
Such an operationmay not be immedi-

atelysuccessful in fillingall the information

columnsagainsteachname.But
itspellsoutthedataambitionthe
companywants to achieve over
time.Thechancesofstrikinggold
—actionableintelligence—mul-
tiplyas thedatapoolgrows.And
the chances of even a fraction of
the Overseas Key Information
Database — already 5 billion
piecesof informationandcount-
ing — yielding what is called
“useable data” is motivation
enough to keep invested in the
project.
Companiesaresubjecttoreg-

ulation,andcanbeheldaccount-
able or asked questions by
electedlegislatures. Incontrast,a
Chinese company, from an
opaque authoritarian set-up,
mining big data in amore open
democratic systemdoesn't have
similar checksandbalances.
Also,propaganda—misinfor-

mation,disinformationandfake
news — has always been a big
itemon the agendawhen coun-
triesgotowar.Butwhatbigdata

allowsnowis tocustomisedata formillions
instantly,making rapid responsepossible.
The sweep of Zhenhua’s targets, from

politiciansandCMsattheCentreandstates
to legislators in J&K and theNortheast, sci-
entists in critical technology institutions to
a range of tech start-ups andover 6000 ac-
cusedofarangeofcrime,allmonitoredover
years, yields a staggering volume of infor-
mationwhich canbe analysed by sophisti-
cated big-data tools and processed as per
theenduser.
Then the thirdquestion is:

Basically,youcan’tdomuch…what is
thepoint then?
It is not that you cannot do anything.

Expertssuggestthegovernmentmustedu-
cate citizens on cyber hygiene; a stricter
levelofhygieneforthoseinimportantposi-
tionsfromasecuritypointofview.Withthe
mobile phonebecomingadatadevice, and
storingalmostallpersonalinformation,“key
individuals”shouldbecautiousaboutshar-
ingpersonal informationonsocialmediaor
allowing platforms to track their geo-loca-
tion, etc.
Notmuch can be done perhaps to stop

the collection of data all together – given
what technology allows, and particularly
since open-source public data is by defini-
tion open and public. Big platforms such as
FacebookandTwitterdiscourageautomated
scrapingandbots,butrecenteventssuggest
this ismore tomaintain theirmonopoly of
data foradvertisement.
Yes, individual governments can force

themtomakemass scrapingmoredifficult,
but overdoing it may change the nature of
the platforms and these companies are no
pushovers.So,withoutsweatingmuchover
thesourceof thedataandhowitiscollected,
governmentscaninvest inpredictingpossi-
ble strategic enduses foreign agenciesmay
utilisesuchadatabasefor.Thatmeansbuild-
ingcapacitytopre-emptdisinformationand
propagandacampaigns.Giventhebewilder-
ingpaceofchangeincybersecurity,thenew
battlelinesaredrawn.

CHINA IS
WATCHING

New Delhi
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USA
HURRICANE SALLYMAKESLANDFALL
Hurricane Sally slammed the US Gulf Coast with high winds and heavy rains,
turning coastal towns into lakes in the latest in a busy season of dangerous
storms. The storm landed as a Category 2 hurricane on Wednesday morning,
swamping the coast with as much as five feet of rain in some areas.

USA

BillGatesSr,who
guidedhisson’s
philanthropy,
diesat94
WILLIAM H Gates II, a
lawyerandphilanthropist
best known as the father
of Microsoft co-founder
Bill Gates, has died at 94.
Gates Sr died peacefully
Monday at his beach
homeinWashingtonstate
fromAlzheimer’sdisease,
the family announced
Tuesday. In an obituary,
thefamilycreditedthepa-
triarchwitha “deepcom-
mitmenttosocialandeco-
nomicequity”,notingthat
hewasresponsibleforthe
Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation’s first efforts
to improve global health
aswellashisadvocacyfor
progressive taxation, es-
pecially unsuccessful ef-
fortstopassastateincome
tax on the wealthy in
Washington.

WilliamHGates II.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

USA

Driverchargedin
Uberself-driving
carcrash
THEBACK-UPsafetydriver
behindthewheelofaself-
drivingUber test vehicle
that struck and killed a
womaninTempe,Arizona,
in2018waschargedwith
negligenthomicide,prose-
cutors said on Tuesday.
Rafael Vasquez, also
knownasRafaela,pleaded
not guilty Tuesday after
beingchargedinthedeath
ofElaineHerzbergonAug
27,courtrecordsshow.She
wasreleasedpendingtrial
set for February2021.The
first recorded death in-
volvingaself-drivingvehi-
clepromptedmajorsafety
concerns about the au-
tonomouscarindustry.

GERMANY

Copssuspended
aftersharing
Hitlerpictures
TWENTY-NINEGerman
police officers have been
suspended fromduty on
suspicion of sharing im-
agesofAdolfHitlerandvi-
olent neo-Nazi propa-
gandainatleastfiveonline
chat groups, Germanau-
thorities saidWednesday,
thelatestinaseriesofcases
of far-right infiltration in
Germany’spoliceandmil-
itary.HerbertReul,interior
minister of NorthRhine-
Westphalia,describedthe
images thatwere shared
amongofficersas“far-right
extremistpropaganda”of
the“ugliest,mostdespica-
ble, neo-Nazi, anti-immi-
grant”kind.

NORIMITSUONISHI
PARIS,SEPTEMBER16

IN THE early days of the pan-
demic, President Emmanuel
Macron exhorted the French to
wage “war” against the coron-
avirus. Today, hismessage is to
“learnhowtolivewiththevirus”.
From full-fledged conflict to

cold war containment, France
andmuch of the rest of Europe
haveoptedforcoexistenceasin-
fectionskeeprising,summerre-
cedes into a risk-filled autumn
and the possibility of a second
wavehaunts thecontinent.
Having abandoned hopes of

eradicatingthevirusordevelop-

ing a vaccine within weeks,
Europeans have largely gone
backtoworkandschool, leading
lives as normally as possible
amid an enduring pandemic
that has already killed nearly
215,000 inEurope.
The approach contrasts

sharply to the United States,
where restrictions to protect
against the virus have been po-
liticallydivisiveandwheremany
regionshavepushedaheadwith
reopening schools, shops and
restaurants without having
baseline protocols in place. The
result has been nearly asmany
deaths as in Europe, although
amongafarsmallerpopulation.
Europeans,forthemostpart,

areputting touse thehard-won
lessonsfromthepandemic’sini-
tial phase: the need to wear
masks and practice social dis-
tancing, the importance of test-
ing and tracing, the critical ad-
vantagesof reactingnimblyand
locally. All of those measures,
tightenedorloosenedasneeded,
areintendedtopreventthekind
ofnationallockdownsthatparal-
ysed the continent and crippled
economiesearly thisyear.
“It’s not possible to stop the

virus,” said Emmanuel André, a
leadingvirologistinBelgiumand
former spokesman for the gov-
ernment’s Covid-19 task force.
“It’s aboutmaintaining equilib-
rium. Andwe only have a few

tools available to do that.” He
added, “People are tired. They
don’twanttogotowaranymore.”

Martial language has given
way tomoremeasured assur-
ances. “We are in a living-with-

the-virus phase,” said Roberto
Speranza, thehealthminister of
Italy,thefirstcountryinEuropeto
imposeanationallockdown.Inan
interviewwith La Stampanews-
paper,Speranzasaidthat though
a“zeroinfectionratedoesnotex-
ist”,Italywasnowbetterequipped
tohandleasurgeininfections.
Still, risksremain.Newinfec-

tions have soared in recent
weeks,especiallyinFranceandin
Spain.Francerecordedmorethan
10,000 cases on a single day last
week.Thejumpisnotsurprising
sincetheoverallnumberof tests
beingperformed—nowabout1
million aweek—has increased
steadilyandisnowmorethan10
timeswhat itwasinthespring.

Thedeathrateofabout30peo-
pleadayisasmallfractionofwhat
itwasat itspeakwhenhundreds
andsometimesmore than1,000
died everyday in France. That is
because those infectednowtend
tobeyoungerandhealthofficials
have learnedhowto treatCovid-
19better,saidWilliamDab,anepi-
demiologist andaFrench former
nationalhealthdirector.
Much of Europewas unpre-

pared for thearrivalof thecoro-
navirus, lackingmasks, test kits
andotherbasicequipment.
Nationallockdownshelpedget

thepandemicundercontrolacross
Europe.But infectionratesbegan
risingagainover the summeraf-
tercountriesopenedupandpeo-

ple resumed socialising. Evenas
infections have been rising,
Europeanshavereturnedtowork
and school thismonth, creating
moreopportunity forthevirusto
spread. But instead of applying
nationallockdownswithlittlere-
gard to regional differences, au-
thoritieshavebegunresponding
more rapidly to local hot spots
withspecificmeasures.
InItaly,authoritiessealedoff

villages, hospitals or evenmi-
grantshelterstocontainemerg-
ing clusters. AntonioMiglietta,
an epidemiologist, saidmonths
of battling the virus hadhelped
officials extinguish outbreaks
before they got out of control.
“Wegotbetteratit,”hesaid.NYT

PROTECTIONS LIKE WEARING MASKS, WHICH PROVED DIVISIVE IN THE UNITED STATES, ARE NOW WIDESPREAD ON THE CONTINENT

Even as cases are on the rise, Europe is learning to live with coronavirus

DAVIDSTANWAY
&MIYOUNGKIM
SHANGHAI, SINGAPORE,
SEPTEMBER16

CHINA IS inoculating tens of
thousandsof itscitizenswithex-
perimentalcoronavirusvaccines
and attracting international in-
terest in theirdevelopment,de-
spite expert concerns over the
safety of drugs that have not
completedstandard testing.
China launched a vaccine

emergencyuseprogrammeinJuly,
offeringthreeexperimentalshots
developedbyaunitofstatephar-
maceutical giant ChinaNational
Pharmaceutical Group
(Sinopharm) and US-listed
SinovacBiotech.AfourthCovid-19
vaccine developed by CanSino
Biologicswasapprovedforuseby
theChinesemilitaryinJune.
Aiming to protect essential

workers and reduce the likeli-

hood of a resurgence, the vac-
cinesarealsograbbingattention
in the global scramble by gov-
ernmentstosecuresupplies,po-
tentiallyhelpingreframeChina’s
perceivedrole in thepandemic.
Beijinghasnot releasedoffi-

cialdataontheuptakeindomes-
tic targeted groups, which in-

clude medical, transport and
foodmarketworkers.
But China National Biotec

Group,theSinopharmunitdevel-
oping the emergency use vac-
cines,andSinovachaveconfirmed
that at least tensof thousandsof
peoplehavebeeninoculated.
Beijinghasengagedapublic,

top-down approach to endorse
the experimental vaccines and
foster community support.
Amongthose liningupforshots
early onwere the chief execu-
tives of Sinovac and Sinopharm
andthemilitary’sresearchchief.
China’s approach runs

countertothatofmanyWestern
countries, where experts have
warned against authorising the
emergency use of vaccines that
have not completed testing, cit-
ingalackofunderstandingabout
efficacyandpotentialsideeffects.
AnnaDurbin, a researcher at

Johns Hopkins University, de-
scribed China’s emergency use
programme as “very problem-
atic”, saying itwas impossible to
judge efficacywithout a clinical
trialstandardcontrolgroup.
Vaccinesafetycameintosharp

focuswhenAstraZenecapaused
late-stageclinicaltrialsofitsCovid-
19 vaccine, one of themost ad-
vancedindevelopment.REUTERS

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBER16

USPRESIDENTDonaldTrumphas
made inroads into the Indian-
Americanvote bank, thebiggest
ever by a Republican president,
accordingtoasurvey.
ThesurveybyIndiasporaand

Asian Americans & Pacific
Islanders(AAPI)DataonTuesday
showedthatamajorityofIndian-
Americansstillfavourformervice
presidentBiden, theDemocratic
Party’snomineeintheNovember
3USpresidentialelection.
However,itfoundthat74-year-

oldTrump,seekingre-election, is
makingabigdent in the Indian-
Americanvote bankdespite the
fact that Bidenhas a strong rela-
tionshipwiththecommunityand
playedakey role inbilateral ties
over thepast fewdecades.Biden,
77,alsoscriptedhistorylastmonth
by selecting Senator Kamala
Harris,55,ashisrunningmate.
According to the survey, 66

per cent Indian-Americans cur-
rently favour Biden and 28 per
cent favourTrumpwhilesixper
centwereundecided.
Inthe2016presidentialelec-

tion, 77 per cent voted for for-
merUSsecretaryHillaryClinton,
and 16 per cent for Trump. In
2012, as many as 84 per cent
Indian-Americans voted for
BarackObama.
Dr Karthick Ramakrishnan,

professorofpublicpolicyandpo-
litical science at University of
California,Riverside,andfounder
ofAAPIData,saidthattheIndian-
Americans’ support toTrump, in
caseof aswingof theundecided
Indian-Americans,wouldproba-
blyreachthe30percentmark.
“Democratsabsolutelyshould

beconcernedaboutmakingsure
that theyconduct sufficientout-
reach to the Indian-Americans,”
Indian-American Congressman
RajaKrishnamoorthisaid.PTI

KELVINCHAN
LONDON,SEPTEMBER16

KIM KARDASHIANWest, Katy
PerryandLeonardoDiCaprioare
amongcelebrities takingpart in
a24-hourInstagram“freeze”on
Wednesday to protest against
whattheysayisparentcompany
Facebook’s failure to tackle vio-
lent and hateful content and
electionmisinformation.
Theywere among the high

profilenameslendingtheirback-
ing to the “#StopHateforProfit”
movement’slatestcampaign.The
movementaskspeopletoputup
amessagehighlightingwhatthey
calledthedamageFacebookdoes
butotherwise refrain frompost-
ingonInstagramforaday.
“I can’t sit by and stay silent

whiletheseplatformscontinueto
allowthespreadingofhate,prop-
aganda andmisinformation—
createdbygroupstosowdivision
andsplitAmericaapart—onlyto
takestepsafterpeoplearekilled,”
KardashianWest posted onher
InstagramaccountonTuesday.
Facebook declined to com-

mentonthedevelopment.

With 188million followers,
KardashianWest is one of the
most influential people on
Instagramand support fromher
andotherbignames for theboy-
cottsawFacebooksharesslide in
aftermarkettradinglateTuesday.
Theyweredown1.3%aheadofthe
marketopenonWednesday.AP

ABEWAVESGOODBYE: Japan’soutgoingPrimeMinisterShinzoAbewavesbefore leaving
thePM’soffice inTokyoonWednesday.AP

NIRAJCHOKSHI
SEPTEMBER16

THETWOfatalcrashesthatkilled
346people aboard Boeing’s 737
Max and led to theworldwide
groundingof theplanewere the
“horrific culmination” of engi-
neering flaws,mismanagement
andasevere lackof federalover-
sight,theDemocraticmajorityon
the House Transportation and
InfrastructureCommitteesaidin
areportWednesday.
The report,which condemns

both Boeing and theUS Federal
AviationAdministrationforsafety
failures, concludes an18-month
investigationbasedoninterviews
with two dozen Boeing and
agency employees and an esti-
mated600,000pagesofrecords.
The reportwas issuedas the

FAA appeared close to lifting its
groundingorder for theMaxaf-
ter test flights this summer.
The congressional report

identified five broad problems
withtheplane’sdesign,construc-
tion and certification. First, the
race to compete with the new
Airbus A320neo led Boeing to
makeproductiongoalsandcost-
cutting a higher priority than
safety, the Democrats argued.
Second, the company made
deadly assumptions about soft-
wareknownasMCAS,whichwas
blamed for sending the planes

into nosedives. Third, Boeing
withheld critical information
fromtheFAA.Fourth,theagency’s
practice of delegating oversight
authority to Boeing employees
left it in thedark.Andfinally, the
DemocratsaccusedFAAmanage-
ment of sidingwith Boeing and
dismissingitsownexperts.
The crashes in Indonesia in

October 2018 and Ethiopia in
March2019werecausedinpart
bytheMCASsystemaboardthe
Max.Becausetheenginesonthe
Max are larger and placed
higher than on its predecessor,
they could cause the jet’s nose
topushupwardinsomecircum-
stances.MCASwas designed to
push the nose back down. In
both crashes, the software was
activated by faulty sensors,
sending the planes toward the
groundasthepilotsstruggledto
pull thembackup.NYT

ELAINELIES&LINDASIEG
TOKYO,SEPTEMBER16

JAPAN’S YOSHIHIDE Suga was
voted primeminister by parlia-
mentonWednesdaytobecome
thecountry’s firstnewleader in
nearly eight years, appointing a
newCabinetthatkeptabouthalf
of the familiar faces frompred-
ecessorShinzoAbe’s lineup.
Suga, 71, Abe’s longtime

right-handman, haspledged to
pursue many of Abe’s pro-
grammes, including his
“Abenomics”economicstrategy,
and to forge aheadwith struc-

turalreforms, includingderegu-
lation and shutting down bu-
reaucratic turf battles.
Abe, Japan’s longest-serving

premier, resigned because of ill
healthafternearlyeightyearsin

office.Sugaservedunderhimin
thepivotalpostof chief Cabinet
secretary, acting as top govern-
ment spokesman and coordi-
natingpolicies.
Suga, who won a ruling

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
leadershipracebyalandslideon
Monday,facesaplethoraofchal-
lenges,includingtacklingCovid-
19 while reviving a battered
economyanddealingwitharap-
idlyagingsociety.
About half of the new

Cabinet are carryovers from
Abe’s administration. Only two
arewomenandtheaverageage,
includingSuga, is60.REUTERS

Topofficials, essentialworkersamongthose togetshots; concernsoversafety

Beijinghasengagedapublic, top-downapproachtoendorse
theexperimentalvaccines.Reuters

Trump making dent
in Indian-American
vote bank, most still
back Biden: survey

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

Trump denies he
downplayed virus,
but says it will
disappear by itself

Scientific American
endorses Joe Biden
EVEN THOUGH Scientific
Americanhadnever endorsed a
presidentialcandidateinthemag-
azine’s175-yearhistory,itstoped-
itor said Tuesday therewas little
internaldebateoveradecisionto
backJoeBiden.Theendorsement
waspostedonlineTuesday,aday
after Trumpquestioned the sci-
enceofclimatechangeinrelation
totheCaliforniawildfires.AP

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
denied on Tuesday that he had
downplayed the threat of the
coronavirus,directlycontradict-
ing his own recorded words
fromearlierthisyearinwhichhe
admitteddoing just that.
“Ididn’tdownplayit,”hesaid

at a town-hall-style event in
Philadelphia.“Iactually, inmany
ways,up-played it inaction.”
Then Trump downplayed it

again, insisting that the virus
woulddisappearon itsown,and
contendingthat“we’rerounding
the corner” of a crisis that has
takenmorethan195,000 lives in
theUS—views radically at odds
withthoseofhealthofficials.NYT

Suga becomes new Japan PM,
retains half of Abe’s Cabinet
WinsParliamentvote,pledgestocontinuewith‘Abenomics’

YoshihideSugaat thePM’s
official residence.AP

ESTELLESHIRBON
LONDON,SEPTEMBER16

BARBADOSWANTS to remove
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth as its
head of state and become a re-
public, theCaribbean islandna-
tion has said, reviving a plan
mootedmanytimes in thepast.

A former British colony that
gained independence in 1966,
Barbadoshasmaintaineda for-
mallinkwiththeBritishmonar-
chy as have some other coun-
tries thatwere once part of the
Britishempire.
“The time has come to fully

leave our colonial past behind,”
saidBarbadosGovernorGeneral

Sandra Mason, delivering a
speechonbehalfofthecountry’s
PrimeMinisterMiaMottley.
“BarbadianswantaBarbadian

HeadofState.Thisistheultimate
statement of confidence inwho
weareandwhatweare capable
of achieving. Hence, Barbados
will take thenext logical step to-
ward full sovereignty and be-

comeaRepublic by the timewe
celebrateour55thAnniversaryof
Independence.”
That anniversarywill come

inNovemberof nextyear.
BuckinghamPalace said the

issuewas amatter for the peo-
pleofBarbados.Britain’sForeign
Officesaid thedecisionwasone
forBarbados to take.REUTERS

Barbados to remove Queen Elizabeth as head of state

QueenElizabeth II

US House report
slams Boeing, FAA
in 737 Max disasters
Pointstomismanagement,engineering
flawsandaseverelackof federaloversight

Thereportwas issuedas the
FAAappearedcloseto lifting
itsgroundingorder for
Boeing’s737Max

CheckingtemperaturesoutsideacinemainMálaga,Spain.NYT

THECELEBRITIES’moveto
stopusingInstagramfor24
hourshasfacedabarrageof
criticismonline,withpeople
sayingthefactthatthefreeze
endsin24hoursshowshow
inseparablefromcelebrity
culturesocialmediahasbe-
come.However,organisers
saythemovewillstill raise
awarenessaboutthepreva-
lenceofhateandmisinfor-
mationonsocialmediaand
that itmayevenencourage
moreFacebookemployees
tobecomewhistle-blowers.
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Celebrities join Instagram
‘freeze’ to protest FB
inaction on hateful content

Beijing: China’s ByteDance
has decided to place the
headquarters of its popular
videoplatformappTikTokin
the US in order to escape
President Donald Trump’s
ban,Chinesestatemediare-
portedWednesday. As per
theplanpresentedtotheUS
officials by ByteDance,
TikTokwill remain thema-
jority shareholder of the
new US-headquartered
company, and tech firm
Oracle will be a minority
shareholder, CGTN TV re-
ported. Other potential US
investors such asWalmart,
which had launched a joint
bid with Microsoft, would
ownaminoritystake,there-
port said.PTI

In vaccine race, China inoculates
tens of thousandsbefore trials end

ByteDance to
place TikTok
global HQ in US

New Delhi
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Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR.
No. NIT/2020-21/9851-59 Date: 16.09.2020

A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 177/ 20-21
d³f¸³f d»fdJ°f ´fdS¹fûªf³ff ´fS ´f±fI S ½fÀfc»fe WZ°fb BÊ-MZd³OdSa¦f ´fidIi ¹ff ÀfZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf¹fZa Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W` a:-

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f Àf¸fÀ°f d½f½fS¯f E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û
A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü

¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIY

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f IbY»f AfSXdÃf°f SXfdVf (÷Y.)
Collection of Toll Tax from Private Vehicles on Kotputli- Sikar- Kuchaman Road.
UBN No: RRC2021WSOB00258

230.31 Lac

Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ I e A½fd²f dQ³ffaI 15.09.2020 ´fif°f: 09.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ 21.09.2020 Àff¹fa 6.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD.

Sl. No Tender Inviting Authority Specification No. Total
1 SE/P&A/MTPS 42 1

For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening, viewing
and downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in ,
www.tenders.tn.gov.in , https://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (E-TENDERING PROCESS)

DIPR/3446/Tender/2020

KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY
BOARD LIMITED

E –TENDER NOTICE
Office of the State Nodal Officer, Soura Project – Thiruvananthapuram

Tender * KSEBL # EPC # 2021 #ET# 44 *Empanelling Contractors for implementing grid connected
Roof Top Solar Power plants of various capacities agrgregating to 150MWp under Soura Phase - II
subsidy scheme in Domestic Sector against capacity allocation from MNRE for the years 2019-2020
and 2020-21 in linewith the Phase II subsidy programme of Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
* PAC : Rs. 600 crore * Last Date : 24-09-2020
Visit www.kseb.in, www.mstcecommerce.com Ref. PR/MCI/ E 229/E-Tender/2020

BRIEFLY
Listingof
REITs,InvITs
New Delhi: Sebi on
Wednesdayallowedreales-
tate investment trusts
(REITs)andinfrastructurein-
vestment trusts (InvITs) to
list onbourses operating in
the International Financial
ServicesCentre(IFSC).

`1.06Lcroftax
refundsissued
NewDelhi: The income tax
departmentonWednesday
said ithas issuedrefundsof
over Rs 1.06 lakh crore to
more than 30 lakh
taxpayersbetweenApril1to
September15. PTI

‘Flipkarteyes
overseaslisting’
NewDelhi:Walmart-owned
e-commercefirmFlipkartis
preparingforaninitialpub-
licofferingoverseasasearly
as2021,sourcesintheknow
said. REUTERS

Festive demand, rising
prices of milk products
help dairy farmers see
recovery after Covid lows

Airlines have sought $1.5 bn
interest-free credit, says Puri
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER16

TOBEabletocopewiththelossof
revenueonaccount of Covid-19,
Indianairlineshavesoughtinter-
est-freecreditof$1.5billionfrom
theCentre,CivilAviationMinister
Hardeep Singh Puri told Parlia-
mentWednesday. Additionally,
airlines have also requested that
state-ownedbanksand financial
institutions defer repayment of

loans to aviation industry by six
months andnot treated themas
non-performingassets(NPA),the
ministernoted inawritten reply
totheRajyaSabha.
Accordingtoairtrafficdatare-

leasedbytheDirectorateGeneral
of Civil Aviation onWednesday,
28.32 lakhdomestic passengers
travelled this August — the
third fullmonth of flight opera-
tionssincetheunlock—asagainst
1.18 crore passengers in August
lastyear.

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER16

INTERNATIONALSKIMMEDmilk
powder (SMP) prices have hit a
seven-month high. That’s good
newsfor Indiandairyproducers,
withthe‘flushseason’(whenan-
imals,particularlybuffaloes,calve
and producemoremilk) taking
off and domestic demand also
improvingaheadofthemainfes-
tival period in October-
November.
OnTuesday, prices of SMPat

Global Dairy Trade (GDT), the
fortnightly auction platform of
New Zealand’s Fonterra
Cooperative,averaged$2,889per
tonne. This was a 8.5 per cent
jumpover the previous auction
rate of $2,663 on September 1
and the highest since $2,907 on
February4.
The price rise is being attrib-

utedtodemandslowlyreturning,
as Covid-19 cases are showing a
deceleration worldwide and
mostcountrieshaverelaxedlock-
down restrictions. There is also
talk of large-scale imports by
China, which has, of late, been
stockingupotherfarmcommodi-
tiestoo,includingsoyabean,corn,
wheat,barleyandsunfloweroil.
“This is encouraging, butwe

needtoseeacoupleofmoreauc-
tionresults.Onlythencanaclear
trendofrecoverybeestablished”
saidRahulKumar,CEOofLactalis
India,whichownsPrabhatDairy
inMumbai and Chennai-based
TirumalaMilkProductsPvtLtd.
SMPprices at theGDTaucti-

onshadcrossed$3,000pertonne
inDecember-January, levelsthat
werelastseeninAugust2014.The
latestglobalpriceof$2,889trans-
lates into around Rs 213 per kg,
whichisabovetheRs180-190/kg
ratesforSMPnowbeingrealised
byIndiandairies.
DomesticSMPpriceshaveal-

ready recovered from their lows

of Rs 140-150per kg barely two
months ago. So have ex-dairy
pricesofbutter(fromRs200-225
toRs260-270)andghee(fromRs
280-290toRs340-350/kg).
“Themarket has somewhat

picked up after Janmashtami
(August12)andalsowithhotels,
restaurantsandteashopsgradu-
ally resuming operations. This
uptickshouldcontinueatleasttill
Dussehra(October25)andDiwali
(November 14). Andwith global
SMPpricesgoingup,therewould
beopportunitiesforexportsfrom
India aswell,” Ganesan Palania-
ppan, a leading Chennai-based
dairycommoditiestradernoted.
All this should help dairy

farmers,whohad seenprocure-
mentpricesofcowmilk(with3.5
per cent fat and 8.5 per cent
solids-not-fatcontent)slidefrom
Rs 31-32 per litre inMarch (just
before lockdown)toRs18-20till
amonth ago. Those prices have
since improved to Rs 24-25 per
litre.
Thecurrentdemandrecovery,

bothdomesticandglobal,comes
atanopportunetimeforfarmers.
Goodmonsoonrainshavesignif-
icantly boosted fodder availabil-
ity. Calvings also generally start
fromlateAugust, leadingtomilk
production rising and peaking
duringthewinter,whileremain-
ing high right tillMarch-April. If
milkprocurementpricesarebet-
ter thanwhat theywere till re-
cently, itwould be a twin bless-
ingforfarmers.

Thepricerise isbeing
attributedtodemand
slowlyreturning,as
Covid-19casesare
showingadeceleration
worldwideandmost
countrieshaverelaxed
lockdownrestrictions

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER16

DRUGMAKER DR Reddy’s
Laboratories(DRL)announced
onWednesdaythatitwilldis-
tribute up to 100million (10
crore) doses of Russia’s
SputnikVCovid-19vaccinein
India after conducting final-
stagehumantrialsandreceiv-
ingregulatoryclearanceshere.
Thisisthefirstconcretede-

velopmentonSputnikVafter
the Indian government con-
firmeditwasindiscussionsto
take forward the testing and
manufactureofthecandidate,
which Russia approved for
publicuselastmonth.
Should India’s top drug

regulatory body sign off on
phase 3 trials in the country,
SputnikVwill replaceSerum
InstituteofIndia’s(SII’s)‘Covi-
shield’ as the frontrunner in
theracetoproduceaCovid-19
vaccine for India. “Deliveries
couldpotentiallybegininlate
2020subjecttocompletionof
successful trials and registra-
tionof the vaccineby regula-
toryauthorities inIndia,”said
aspokespersonfortheRussian
Direct Investment Fund
(RDIF),whichwill supply the
vaccinetoDRLfordistribution
aspartof theagreement.
Followingregulatoryclea-

rances, theHyderabad-based
companywillbegintodistrib-
uteupto100milliondosesfor
“mass vaccination” in India,
the spokesperson said. RDIF,
which is Russia’s sovereign
wealth fund, expects DRL to
approach the Central Drugs
StandardControlOrganisation
forpermissiontobeginphase
3 trials in India “shortly”, the
spokespersonsaid.
In a statement, DRL co-

chairmanandmanagingdire-
ctorGVPrasadsaid: “Theph-
ase1and2resultshaveshown
promise, andwewill be con-
ductingphase3trials in India
tomeet the requirements of
theIndianregulators.Sputnik
V vaccine could provide a
credible option in our fight
againstCovid-19inIndia.”
An email to DRL seeking

information on when it
planned to seek approval for
thetrials,andonthenumbers
of participants and sites, did
not receive an immediate re-
sponse. The agreementwith
DRLisonlyondistribution;the
companywill notmanufac-
turethevaccine.Russia isstill
intalkswithIndianfirmswho
couldpotentiallyproducethe
vaccine in the country. “We
confirm thatwe are in talks
with Indianmanufacturers,”
theRDIFspokespersonsaid.
Among the companies in

themixisIndianImmunologi-
cals,alsobasedinHyderabad.
TheIndianExpressreportedon
September 15 that the firm

hasbeen in talks to ascertain
whetheritcansuccessfullyin-
corporate the Russian vac-
cine’stechnology,andscaleup
productionatitsfacility.Indian
Immunologicalshassofarear-
markedcapacityforaround20
million single-dose vaccines,
whichcouldgoupto200mil-
lion if the vaccine ismulti-
dose, the firm’smanagingdi-
rector,DrKAnandKumar,said.
SputnikVisahumanade-

noviralvectorvaccine,thatare
basically vaccines that use a
geneticallymodified virus to
carryacodeforthecellsinthe
humanbody to produce the
spiky outer layer (spike pro-
tein)oftheSARS-CoV-2virus.
Itisexpectedtohelpthebody
recognisethespikeproteinas
a foreignsubstanceandbuild
an immune response against
it so that it can tackle the real
viruswhenittriestoinfect.
In the case of Sputnik V,

twodifferentgeneticallymod-
ifiedvirusesareused tocarry
the spike protein,which are
given 21 days apart to boost
the immune response of the
body andbuild “long-lasting
immunity”. The vaccine, de-
veloped byMoscow-based
GamaleyaResearch Institute
of Epidemiology and
Microbiology,was approved
on August 11, even before
phase3trialswereconducted.
Post-registrationtrialsinvolv-
ing40,000volunteersarenow
underway,accordingtoRDIF.
“Indiaisamongstmostse-

verely impacted countries
fromCovid-19andwebelieve
our human adenovirus dual
vectorplatformwillprovidea
safe and scientifically vali-
datedoption to India...,” RDIF
CEOKirillDmitrievsaid.
TheUniversity of Oxford-

AstraZenecacandidate,phase
2/3 trials of which are cur-
rentlybeingconductedbySII,
too, is an adenoviral vector
vaccine, developed using a
chimpanzee virus. Late last
week, the UK regulator al-
lowed trials of the candidate
to resume after a pause trig-
geredby anunexplained ad-
versereactioninasinglecase.
ThetrialsinIndiatoowereal-
lowed to restart on Tuesday
withsomeriders,PTIreported.
Zydus Cadila’s ZyCov-D

andBharat Biotech’s Covaxin
candidates too, are inmid-
stagehumantrialsinIndia.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

COVIDVACCINE
RUSSIAN FRONTRUNNER

Dr Reddy’s inks deal
to distribute 100 mn
doses of Sputnik V

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER16

THERAJYASabhaTuesdaypassed
The Aircraft (Amendment) Bill
2020, which seeks to provide
statutory status to Directorate
General of CivilAviation (DGCA),
Bureauof Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) and Aircraft Accidents
InvestigationBureau(AAIB).

Whatchanges
whenthisbill
becomesalaw?
With the latest

amendments, the
role of the two regu-
lators, DGCA and
BCAS,andoftheAAIB
has been expanded.
TheDGCAhasbeenempowered
with imposition of penalties for
certainviolations.

Whyare
amendmentsbeing
madetothe
AircraftAct?
TheAircraftActof

1934was enacted to
make provisions for
control of manufac-
ture, possession, use,

sale,importandexportofaircraft.
Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

What the amendments to Aircraft Act
mean for aviation regulatory bodies?

Thedrugmakersaid
itwilldistributethe
dosesafter
conducting
final-stagehuman
trialsandreceiving
regulatorynods

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBER16

THEUS Federal Reserve kept in-
terest rates pinnednear zero on
Wednesdayandpromisedtokeep
them there until inflation is on
trackto“moderatelyexceed” the
UScentralbank’s2percentinfla-
tiontarget“forsometime.”
Initspolicystatement,theFed

alsobegan topivot fromstabilis-
ingfinancialmarketstostimulat-
ing theeconomy. It said itwould
keep its current government
bond-buyingat least at the curr-
ent pace of $120billion permo-
nth.Newforecastsshowedinter-
est ratesonhold throughat least

2023,withinflationneverbreach-
ing2percentoverthattime.
Economic growth was up-

graded to -3.7 per cent for this
year, from the -6.5per cent fore-
cast as of June. The Dow Jones
jumped over 1 per cent to
28,286.08asof2.28pmET.

WTO report proves US has been
breaking international rules: China
REUTERS
BEIJING,SEPTEMBER16

CHINA’S FOREIGNMinistry said
onWednesday that a ruling by
theWorld Trade Organization
(WTO)proved theUnited States
hadbeenbreaking international
traderules.

The WTO ruled that addi-
tional tariffs imposed by the
United States against China in
2018 were inconsistent with
globaltradingrules.
ForeignMinistry spokesman

WangWenbintoldapressbrief-
ing onWednesday that China
hoped the United Stateswould
respecttheruling.

BADLOANSASPERCENTAGEOFTOTALLOANSRISETO4.92%INFY20:FINMIN

SUNNYVERMA
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER16

PUBLIC SECTOR banks (PSBs)
have seen a sharp surge in the
amount ofMudra loans turning
into non-performing assets
(NPAs) over the last three years.
NPAs inMudra loans has spiked
to Rs 18,835 crore in 2019-20,
fromRs 11,483 crore in 2018-19
andRs 7,277 in 2017-18, accord-
ingtoFinanceMinistrydata.Bad
loansjumpedalongwithasteady
rise indisbursementsbyPSBs.
Mudraloandisbursementsby

state-owned banks rose to
Rs 3.82 lakh crore in 2019-20,
fromRs 3.05 lakh crore in 2018-
19andRs2.12lakhcrorein2017-
18.NPAs as a percentage of total
loans rose to 4.92 per cent in
2019-20 from 3.42 per cent in
2017-18.
Since the launch of the

PradhanMantriMudra Yojana

(PMMY) onApril 8, 2015, loans
disbursedbybanksandmicrofi-
nanceinstitutionsfornon-corpo-
rate small borrowers and for in-
come-generatingactivitiesinthe
non-farmsegmentaretermedas
Mudra loans. In thecurrentyear,
as of September 11, loansworth
Rs 59,192 crore have been dis-
bursed.
While these are essentially

collateral free loans up to Rs 10
lakhperaccount,creditextended
against purchase of vehicles or
equipmentormachineryhavean
in-builtcollateral.Bankingindus-

trysourcessaidloansthataretyp-
icallybackedbyassetssuchasve-
hicles have lowerNPA rate than
those givenwithout any collat-
eral. The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI)hasbeenhighlightedtheris-
ing stress underMudra loans,
cautioningthemonabetterloan
appraisalandmonitoring.
“TheMudraisacase inpoint.

Whilesuchamassivepushwould
haveliftedmanybeneficiariesout
of poverty, there has been some
concern at the growing level of
non-performing assets among
these borrowers. Banks need to

focus on repayment capacity at
the appraisal stage andmonitor
the loans through their life cycle
muchmore closely,” RBIDeputy
GovernorMK Jain had said last
November.
In June, the government ap-

provedaschemeforinterestsub-
ventionof2percent foraperiod
of 12months, to all Shishu loan
accounts.UnderPMMY,loansfor
income generating activities up
toRs50,000aretermedasShishu
loans. As on March 31, 2020,
about 9.37 crore Shishu loans
worth Rs 1.62 lakh crore were
outstanding.
Interest rate on these loans

ranges from8-10percent.Apart
fromPSBs,privatebanks,micro-
finance institutions and other
member lending institutions
(MLIs) also grantMudra loans.
MLIs extending these loans can
refinancethemfromMicroUnits
Development and Refinance
AgencyLtd.

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER16

BHARTI AIRTEL and Vodafone
Ideaarelikelymeetofficialsfrom
theDepartment of Telecomm-
unications (DoT) soon and tell
them that since they fulfil the
SupremeCourt’sconditionofpay-
ment of 10 per cent of adjusted
grossrevenue(AGR)byMarch31,
2021,theywouldbeliablepaythe
next AGR instalment only by
March2022,accordingtosources.
“Theunderstandingatourend

fromthereadingofthejudgment
is that10yearshasbeengivento
usformakingtheentireduespay-
ment. Out of this,more than 10
per cent of the amountwehave
alreadypaid.Wedonothave lia-
bilities rightnowtopayuntil the
next installment inMarch2022.
That is the understanding we
have,” a senior executive at
Vodafone Idea, now re-branded
asVi,said.
SourcesatBhartiAirtel,mean-

while, said the company was
likelytotelltheDoTthatsincethey

hadalreadypaidRs18,004crore
or nearly 40 per cent of its total
AGRobligation,theyhavenopay-
mentobligationsforfinancialyear
2021,2022and2023.“Thatisour
understandingfromaplainread-
ingofthejudgment.Nowonlythe
DoT can clarifywhether this is
somethingwecandoornot,” an
executiveatBhartiAirtelsaid.
OnSeptember1,theSupreme

Court,initsfinaljudgmentonthe
AGR issue, said telcos could pay
their AGRdues over the next 10
yearsandthattheywouldhaveto
pay 10 per cent of the dues by
March31,2021.

`crore
Year Loanoutstanding NPA NPA%
2019-20 3,82,437.65 18,835.77 4.92
2018-19 3,05,489.07 11,483.42 3.75
2017-18 2,12,205.91 7,277.31 3.42
Source: FinanceMinistry

RISINGNPAs AT PSBs

Mudra loandisbursals&NPAs rise
in tandematPSBsover last3years

■OnSeptember1, the
SupremeCourthad in
its final judgmenton
theAGRissue, said that
telcoscouldpaytheir
AGRduesover thenext
10yearsandthat they
wouldhave topay10
percentof theduesby
March31,2021.

WHATHASSCRULED?

Bharti Airtel, Vi may meet
DoT, seek clarifications on
AGR payment quantum

SC upholds arbitral award, allows
Vedanta-Videocon to recover $476 mn

RAVVAOIL&GASPSC ‘Stock market
bounce back
surprising’
Mumbai:Whilethedisconnectbe-
tween the state of the economy
andequitymarket isnotuncom-
mon,thedegreetowhichtheeq-
uitymarkethas“bouncedbackis
surprising”, Credit SuisseWealth
Managementhassaid.
India’s equitymarket contin-

uedtoshowresilience—theNifty
Index is up around2.3 per cent,
outperformingglobalpeersinthe
last onemonth – despite rising
Covid-19 cases, higher inflation
andlowGDPprint,itsaid. ENS

INDUBHAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER16

THESUPREMECourtWednesday
allowedVedanta andVideocon
Industriestorecover$476million,
insteadof$198millioncappedby
thePetroleumMinistry, for their
joint development of the Ravva
oil and gas fields off theAndhra
Pradesh coast between 2000
and2007.
ABenchcomprisingJusticeSA

Nazeer, Indu Malhotra and
AniruddhaBoseupheldtheDelhi
HighCourt’sFebruary judgment
thatallowedVedanta’spredeces-
sorCairnIndiato implementthe
foreign arbitration award of
January18,2011forthehigherre-
covery.Thetribunalhadheldthat
the companieswere entitled to
costsof$278million, inexcessof
the $198million. The counter
claimoftheministrytotheextent
of $22millionwas also allowed
bythetribunal. FE

FedChair JeromePowell. File

US Fed keeps rates steady, signals
to keep them near zero till 2023

New Delhi
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IIManshi D/oVeerendra singh
R/o 208, First floor,
Humayunpur, safdarjung
Enclave,NewDelhi-110029,
have changedmyname to
Manshi Kuntal 0040548843-1

IIMDSALEEMABBASI
S/OMUKHTIYAR,H.NO-242,
GALI.NO-7, SANGAM-VIHAR,
HAMDARD-NAGAR, DELHI-
110062have changedmyname
toMOHDSALEEM.

0040548892-2

II DeepaAwasthiW/oSh.Anil
Awasthi R/oC-830, Hastsal
Road, J.J.Colony,UttamNagar,
Delhi-110059 is also knownas
DeepuMishra.Bothnamesare
of oneand the sameperson.

0040548867-4

II Ajaybir SinghSodhi S/O, Jasbir
SinghSodhi R/o 524 Sector 10
ChandigarhaliesAjaybir singh
aliesAjayBir SinghSodhi are
sameperson 0040548862-1

I,KhevenderKumar S/o
Sh.Mahabir SinghR/-D-156
GaurGrandeur, Sector-
119,Noida,GautamBudha
Nagar,Uttar Pradesh-201301
have changed thenameofmy
minor daughterNishkaaged
14-years andshe shall
hereafter beKnownasNishika.

0040548899-2

I, Ajit S/oYadunath,
R/oHouse.No.48, Kadipur,
Gurugram(Haryana)-122001,
have changedmyname to Ajit
Kumar. 0040548895-4

I SUHANI,spouseof Praveen
KumarR/oVPO-Kishanpur
Baral Distt-Baghpat,UP-250623
have changedmyname from
SUHANI to SANGITAvide
Affidavit dated 13 Sep 20before
AdvocateRattandeepSingh
Gill,Delhi. 0040548899-1

I, Nafees,S/oMohd IlyasR/o-
313/101-NTulsi-Nagar
Inderlok,Delhi-110035,have
changedmyname to
MohammadZubair, for all
purposes. 0040548897-7

I,RAKESHKUMARGUPTAS/O
NathuRamGuptaR/OHOUSE
NO. 2418, SECTOR16,
FARIDABAD,HARYANA.121002
have changedmyname to
RAKESHKUMARGUPTA

0070714390-1

TasminSodhi D/oAjayBir singh
Sodhi R/0 524, sector 10
Chandigarhalise TasminKaur
alise TasminKaur Sodhi is
sameperson 0040548863-1

MMyyoriginal name is Shabana
Tarannum, Tarannum&
TarannumSadiq iswrong. I
declare inmyall documents
myname is Shabana
Tarannum.W/o Jamal Sadiq
H.No1847Katra Sheikhchand
Lal KuanDelhi-110006.

0040548894-3

IItt is for general information that
I,PREMALATASAHOO,W/o
PRASHANTKUMAR
SAHOO,Residingat,WA-200B,
2nd-Floor,Shakar Pur,Delhi-
110092,declare that nameof
minehasbeenwrongly-written
asPUJASAHOO inmyminor
daughter’s PRACHI
PRIYADARSHINI SAHOO, aged-
13-years in her School
Records.Theactual nameof
mine is PREMALATASAHOO,
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040548899-3

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasRemal
Dass@SewaRam,S/oShri.Ram
Kishan,Residingat-
62/4A/8A/1,Teliwara,Shahdara
, Delhi-110032,have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasRemalDass.

0040548892-7

II,,TTHHYYEELLSSAAAANNGGPPHHOOMMKHALING,
R/o-N-539,TYPE-4,N-
BLOCK,R.K.PURAM, SECTOR-
9,N.DELHI-110022,have
changedmyminor son`s
name,from JADEN
SAWNMAYERHENGUNSAANG
KHALING to JAYDENKHALING.

0040548892-4

BBhhaarraattii SodhiW/oAjayBir Singh
Sodhi R/o 524, sector 10
ChandigarhaliseBharati Kaur
aliseBharati Kaur Sodhi are
sameperson. 0040548860-1

II,,SSuusshhiill kumar Singh,Resident
of,N-34CameroComplex
Subroto-park,NewDelhi-
110010,have changedmyminor
son’s name,fromARKA
ADHIROHANKSHEMAKA to
ARKAADHIROHANAKSHEMKA
Vide-Affidavit Dated-
15/09/2020,BeforeNCT-Delhi.

0040548894-4

II,,SSuurreennddeerrMohan,S/o Lila Ram,
R/o.H.No.310-B,G.F.
IndraprasthaColony,Sector-
30-33,Faridabad,have changed
myname toSurenderMohan
Arora. 0040548892-3

II,,SSuunniittaa Kumari,W/oNbSub
No.JC-386591MRanveer
Sharma,R/o-Village+Post
Badbar,Tehsil-Buhana, District-
Jhunjhun,StateRajasthan,Pin-
333502,have changedmyname
after-marriage to Sunita
Devi,for all purposes.

0040548895-10

II,,RRAAKKEESSHHKUMARS/OSUBHASH
CHANDERKHERAR/O
212,CHANDAN-WADI
APARTMENT,PLOT-8,SECTOR-
10,DWARKA,DELHI-
110075.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
RAKESHKUMARKHERA.

0040548891-5

II,,PPrreerraannaaMathurW/oShishir
MohanMathurR/o-J-1003,Golf
City,PlotNo.08,Sector-
75,Noida, Distt.-G.B.Nagar,
U.P.,have changedmyname
fromPreranaMathur toPrerna
Mathur. 0040548888-2

II,,NNAARREESSHHKUMARSHARMA,S/o
JAGATRAMR/o-
4/438/1B,STREET.NO.11,
BHOLANATH-
NAGAR,SHAHDARA,DELHI-
110032,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETONARESH
SHARMA,FORALLPURPOSES.

0040548891-4

II,,MMaannjjeeeett SinghSahni,R/o-DG-
1/50-C, VikasPuri, NewDelhi-
110018,have changedmyminor
son’s name,fromMansifat
Singh toMansifat Singh
Sahni,permanently.

0040548895-2

II,,KKrriisshhaannKumar S/oSurbir,C-
30,GroundFloor,Neeti Bagh,
N.Delhi,inform thatmy
name,hasbeenwrongly
writtenas,KrishnaBahadur
Nepali,inmyLIC-Policy
No.122793804. Theactual name
ofmine,KrishanKumar.
Whereas,KrishanKumarand
KrishnaBahadurNepali,both
areone,and,sameperson.

0040548888-3

II,,KKUUMMAARRGaurav,S/oRajeshwar
prasad singhR/o-h.no-
67,jamalpur-Athmalgola,patna
bihar-803211,have changedmy
name,fromGauravAnand to
kumarGauravbothare same
person,for all the,future
purposes 0040548894-1

II,,JJiitteennddeerr Pal SinghS/o-Megh
Singh,R/o-H.No.C-85-A,Janta
Flats,Raghubir Nagar,Delhi-
27,have changedmyname to
Jitender Pal SinghGill for all
purposes. 0040548897-9

II,,HHiitthheerrttoo KnownasMG
Javed,S/oMG
Rabbani.Residingat-C-3/248,
Nangli Vihar Extn.Baprola,
Delhi-110043,HaveChangedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownas JavedSheikh.

0040548897-8

II,,HHIITTHHEERRTTOOKNOWNASSHREYA
MITTAL@SHREEYAA
MITTAL,D/oDEEPAKMITTAL,
R/o-74, GALI.No.5,GYAN
PARK,CHANDER-NAGAR,DELHI-
110051,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMEANDSHALLHEREAFTER
BEKNOWNASSHREEYAA
MITTAL. 0040548894-5

II,,FFaayyaazzAhmadMir S/O- LateAb
AhadMir ,R/O:-
Dachigam,Tehsil/District:-
Bandipora. Inmyservice
recordnameofmywifehas
beenwronglymentionedas
RukshanaBano insteadof
RuksanaBegum(DoB- 07-02-
1989.It needs correction
.Objectionsbe filed to
concernedauthoritieswithin
sevendays. 0020411031-1

II,, VartikaD/oSanjit KaushikR/o
8-B,Takshila-Apartment, Abhay
Khand-3, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, UP,have changed
myname toVartikaKaushik.

0040548894-6

II,,BBiinnooddKumar singh,S/oSakal
DeoSinghR/o.plot.no-387 flat
no-S1,shalimar-garden-
extn.sahibabadghaziabad-
201005,inform that nameofmy
minor sonhasbeenwrongly-
mentionedasTushar in his
school Record.The correct-
name is Tushar Singh
Rajput.,For all the,future
purposes. 0040548894-2

II,,BBAABBLLUUS/O-GOJEEL,R/O-S-
66/208,T-HUTS,BEHIND-
GURUDWARA-PRATAPCAMP,
NEHRU-NAGAR,NEW-DELHI-
110065,have changedmy
name,fromBABLU to
RAMKUMARMANDAL,for all
purposes. 0040548895-7

II,,AAttuull jain,S/o-Kaushal Kumar
Jain R/O.F-210,Block-
F,GALI.no-2,mangal-Bazar
Main chawk,Laxmi-
Nagar,Delhi-110092,have
changedmyminorDaughter
name,Pihu Jain to shivika
Jain,(age-5-year),permanently.

0040548892-8

II,,AAaasshhiisshhKumaraliasAashish
KumarArora S/o-Darshan
SinghR/O.Flat-No.A-4,Airport
Apartment,F-Block
Vikaspuri,Delhi-
110018,changedmyname to
AashishKumarArora.

0040548891-2

II,, pardeepkumarmunjal S/o
madan lal Address-152 S/F
raja-gardendelhi-
110015,changedmyname to
pardeepmunjaal.

0040548892-9

II,, kalamAnsari S/o ikramansari
Address-59a, gali.no.4
chhuriyamohalla tuglakabad
badarpur, delhi-110044,
changedmyname to kalam
ayat. 0040548892-10

II,, Valsa SoodD/oSebastionR/o
80-B, LIG Flats, PocketA-1,
MayurVihar Phase-III, Delhi-
110096, inform thatValsamma
SebastionandValsa Soodare
theoneandsameperson.

0040548804-1

II,, UtkarshNimS/oSh. Devendra
KumarNimR/oC-72, Type-5B,
C-BlockNiveditaKunj, Sec-10,
RamaKrishnaPuram,Delhi
declares that ‘MasterAman’
and ‘UtkarshNim’ is oneand
the sameperson for all
purposes in futurewith real
nameUtkarshNim.

0040548873-1

II,, DharmendraMudgal S/oShri
YadvendraKumarMudgal R/o
FlatNo- P/402, Plumeria
GardenEstate, Omicron-3,
GreaterNoida, G.B. Nagar-
201310, U.P., have changedmy
minor daughter’s name from
ShouryaMudgal toAadya
Mudgal for her school records
andall futurepurposes.

0070714437-1

II,, SHRADDHAAGARWAL
daughter of Shri RamNaresh
Agarwal andwife of Sh. Aman
Choudhary (Smt. Sharaddha
Choudhary) newname,
Resident of C-558, NewFriends
Colony, NewDelhi-110025, have
changedmynameSHRADDHA
AGARWALand I shall hereafter
be knownasSHRADDHA
CHOUDHARYNewName.

0040548886-1

II,, Rubal RanaS/OShri Dinesh
Rana,R/O33, V.P.OGhevra,
Delhi-110081,have changedmy
name toRohit Rana.

0040548896-7

II,, Rajinder Singh , S/OPartap
Singh,H. No. 2465,
Bahadurgarh, Dist. Jhajjar
(Haryana) 124507, have
changedmyname toRajinder
SinghMaan 0070714431-1

II,, RabiyaW/OSadiqHasanR/O
E-11/71 2nd- Floor, Khirki
Extension,MalviyaNagar, New
Delhi-17 havechangedmy
minor sonname fromMohd
SalmanAnsari toAbdul Ahad
Hasan.TheCorrectD.O.B Is
26/07/2006. 0040548853-1

II,, PinkyMathur,W/O-Sanjay
Bahadur,R/o-C-81, Eastend
Apartments,MayurVihar
Phase-1 Extn,Delhi-
110096,have changedmyname
fromPinkyMathur toPinky
BahadurMathur,PinkyMathur
&PinkyBahadurMathur both
are theOne&Sameperson.

0040548895-9

II,, ParveshParasramNaini S/o
Shri ParasramHassaramNaini
R/o J-508, Prateek Laurel,
Sector-120, Noida, Dist Gautam
BudhNagarU.P.-201301have
changedmyname from
ParveshParasramNaini to
ParveshNaini for all future
purposes includingPassport.

0040548792-1

II,, NareshKumar SinghS/OShri
Harpal SinghR/OHouseno 63
SF, PocketH-3, Sector 18,
Rohini, NewDelhi -110089have
changedmysonArahan’s
name from“ARAHAN” to
“ARAHANSINGH” for all
purposes. 0050169261-1

II,, NIDANAFASAT,W/OSANJID
AHMAD,RESIDINGat,-C-213/1,
GALINO-5,CHAUHANBANGAR,
DELHI-110053 have changedmy
name toNIDASANJEED.

0040548895-6

II,,Manjeet Singh,s/oNaginder
SinghSahni R/o-DG-1/50-
C,VikasPuri,NewDelhi-
110018,have changedmyname
toManjeet SinghSahni,
permanently. 0040548895-1

II,,MamtaParvesh Naini D/oShri
Lalchand Ji Parumal Lalwani
R/o J-508, Prateek Laurel,
Sector-120, Noida, Dist Gautam
BudhNagarU.P.-201301have
changedmyname fromMamta
ParveshNaini toMamtaNaini
for all futurepurposes
includingPassport.

0040548791-1

II,, LaxmanS/oShri NandLal
PermanentR/oH.No.T-176, Old
Nangal Village, Delhi Cantt.
SouthWest, NewDelhi-110010,
have changedmyminor
Daughter’s nameNatashaSahi
toNATASHA for all purposes.

0040548818-1

II,, Kapil SinghBisht,S/OPrem
SinghBisht,R/ON-36, Sector-
12, noidagautambudhanagar
201301, U.P.,have changedmy
name toKapil Bisht for all
futurepurposes.

0040548793-1

II,, JyotiW/oSachinKumarR/oD-
90GovindVihar, GovindPuram,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradeshhave
changedmyname to Jyoti Arya
for all futurepurposes.

0070714433-1

II,, HergaKandulnaS/OSahdev
KandulnaR/O18NewRohtak
Road,KarolBagh,New
Delhi,changedmyname to
ShivayKandulna.

0040548891-3

II,, Binu SanthoshThomasS/oMr.
NTThomasR/oG-173, Near
HanumanMandir, Sector-20,
GautamBuddhaNagar, Noida,
Uttar Pradesh-201301,declare
thatmynamehasbeen
wronglywrittenasBinu
Thomas inmyboth
daughter’s(AshnaThomasand
AnushaThomas) School
Records insteadof correct
nameBinuSanthoshThomas
for all purposes.

0040548855-1

II,, GURAMMAP,mother
of,DASTAGIRI P,resident
of,Village-Komarole,Gopani
Palli Road,Post-Komarole,
Tehsil-Giddalur,
Distt.–Prakasam,Andhra
Pradesh-523373,have changed
myname from,GURAMMA
P(D.O.B-01.07.1958)to
PODUTURIKHADARBI,(D.O.B-
01.01.1956)vide
affidavit,dated-
15/09/2020,beforeNotary,
Advocate:RamKishoreSingh,
Registration.No:-2548,
NewDelhi. 0040548888-1

II,, DivyaKaurw/o Jitinder Singh
r/oWZ-64C, Gateno.-7,
Mukherji Park, TilakNagar,
Delhi-110018havechangedmy
name toDIVYACHOPRA
permanently. 0040548798-1

II,, Amit ChauhanS/OVikas
Chauhan,R/o-B-58, Sector-
56,Noida, G.B.Nagar(U.P.)-
201301, have changedmywife
name,fromSheetal Chauhan to
Raj Kumari Chauhan,inmy
son’s IkshetChauhan,Birth
Certificate&School
Records,permanently.

0040548888-4

II Nandini Bharti D/oSh.Ravindra
Prasad JayaswalW/oSh.
SomnathDasR/o 10A/2, Shakti
Nagar, Delhi-110007have
changedmynameafter
marriage toNandini Das for all
purposes. 0040548867-3

II,, Susheel LambaS/O-Rambir
LambaR/O-H.No-174,Baba
HridayRam-Colony,Mujesar
,BallabhGarh,Faridabad,
Haryana.HaveChangedMy
NameToSushil Lamba.

0040548892-5

II,, Surender SawR/o-F-
415,Gali.no-6,Wazirabad-
Village, Delhi-84.have change
mySon’s nameVishal Sahu to
Vishal Gupta aged 15-years.

0040548892-6

II,, Shafali Guptadaughter of Ram
ChandraGupta resident of
H.No.R-12, Block-R,Mohan
Garden, UttamNagar,
Distt.WestDelhi-110059, State-
Delhi, have changedmyname
fromShafali Gupta to Shefali
Gupta videaffidevit dated
14.09.2020before SubRegistrar
II B, JanakPuri, NewDelhi-
110058 0040548882-1

II,, SeemaDevi,W/oMr.Panchdeo
Pandey, R/oRasulpurNandlal,
Azamgarh,Uttar Pradesh-
276139,have changedmyname
toSeemaPandey.

0040548899-4

II,, Saroj D/o Jai KishanW/o
SanjayR/o-75, Raj Nagar, Loni,
Ghaziabad, U.P.201102,have
changedmyname toRajni
permanently. 0040548897-6

II,, Sarbjeet KaurW/oBalbir Singh
R/o 96, KrishnaGali Paharganj,
Delhi-55 have changedmy
name toSarabjit Kaur.

0040548897-5

II,, Sandeep,S/o Yashwant Singh,
R/o-RZ-20E/A, Raj Nagar Part-
1,Palam-Colony, South
West/Delhi-110077,have
changedmyname toSandeep
Soni. 0040548895-3

II,, PinkyBahadurMathur,W/O-
SanjayBahadur,R/o-C-
81,EastendApartments,Mayur
Vihar Phase-1 Extn,Delhi-
110096,declare that LateH.N.
Mathur andLateHari Narain
Mathur bothare theOne&
Sameperson. 0040548895-8

II,, Abhishek sonof RamChandra
Gupta resident ofH.No.R-12,
Block-R,MohanGarden, Uttam
Nagar, Distt.WestDelhi-110059,
State-Delhi, have changedmy
name fromAbhishek to
AbhishekGupta videaffidevit
dated 14.09.2020before Sub
Registrar II B, JanakPuri, New
Delhi-110058 0040548884-1

II,, Aanchal LuthraW/o-Raj
Kumar LuthraR/o-I-7/11,First-
Floor,Sector-16Rohini Delhi-
85,have changedmyname to
Anchal Luthra. 0040548895-5

II,, ARJUNSINGH,S/O..FATEH
SINGHTOMAR,
ADD.171.SHASTRIGALI.NEAR-
GOVTSCHOOLWEST-
BABARPURSHAHDARA.
Delhi,changedmyNAME to
ARJUNSINGHTOMAR,
permanently. 0040548892-1

II SudhaThakur W/OShambhu
Nath JhaAdd.T-3, 306RPS
SavanaSec.88 Faridabad-
121002,have changedmy
name,fromSudhaThakur to
Sudha jha,for all,Future
purpose. 0040548896-6

II SiddharthTaneja S/o
CharanjeevKumar TanejaR/O
H.No.-144 SFS-Flats, Ashok-
ViharH.O,Delhi-110052,
changedmyname toSiddarth
Tanejaa. 0040548891-1

II ShamLal S/O, IsharDasR/o
FlatNoD- 11/15, Ground Floor,
Exclusive Floors, Dlf Phase 5,
Gurgaonhavechangedmy
name toShamlal Rakesh for all
purposes. 0040548859-1

II SanjayKumarMittal S/oSh.
RamAvtar R/oD-71, Street
No.2, Extension 2-D, Nangloi,
NangloiWestDelhi, Delhi-
110041 is also knownasSanjay
Mittal. Bothnamesareof one
and the sameperson.

0040548867-1

II RinkooKochharD/oSh.Rajesh
KochharW/oSh. SukhSagar
NagrathR/oB-61, Subhadra
Colony, Sarai Rohilla, Subhadra
Colony,OnkarNagar, S.O.North
WestDelhi, Delhi-110035have
changedmynameafter
marriage toDikshaNagrath for
all purposes. 0040548867-2

II RashidKhanS/oAkhil KhanR/o
RZ-O-30, Chanakya Place,
UttamNagar, NewDelhi-110059
have changed thenameofmy
minor son fromArman to
ArmanKhan for all purposes.

0040548867-5

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDDClassifieds PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information
that I, Pitamber S/o Late Sh.
Sunder Lal R/o H. No. 432,
G.F., Pocket-1, Paschim Puri,
West Delhi, Delhi-110063,
declare that name of mine and
my wife has been wrongly
written as Pitamber Gupta and
Anita Aggarwal in the school
record of my minor son Pawan
Aggarwal. The actual name of
mine and my wife are
Pitamber and Anita
respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
“My clients Sh. Manoj Kumar Kandpal, S/o
Late. Devi Dutt and his wife Smt. Anju
Kandpal W/o Sh. Manoj Kumar Kandpal are
the resident of House No. 7, Ground Floor,
A-Block, Street No.9, Near Ramji Lal Market,
Dayalpur, Karawal Nagar, North-East Delhi-
110094. In the same building, the brother of
my client Sh. Manoj Kumar Kandpal, namely
Yogesh Kandpal S/o Late. Devi Dutt, also
resides on first floor. Through this Public
Notice my client declare that my clients are
having no link, connection or concern with Sh.
Yogesh Kandpal or any of his family
members. Any person(s), if deals with Yogesh
Kandpal or his family members, shall be doing
so at his/her/their own risks and
consequences, for which my clients will never
be responsible in any manner”.

Sd/- (VIRENDER KUMAR)
Advocate

Ch.No. 650, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Sh. Pyare
Lal S/o Late Patru Ram R/o A-3/359, Sultan
Puri, Delhi-110086 have severed all their
relations with his son Sh. Vinod Kumar,
daughter-in-law Smt. Pushpa and grand
children Kajal, Niharika and Shivam all R/o
A-3/359, Sultan Puri, Delhi-110086,
presently at Not Known and debarred &
disowned them from all his movable and
immovable, self acquired/inherited
properties and social relationship of the
society with immediate effects, due to their
misbehavior, misconduct and disobedience.
Any person/s dealing with them will do at
his/her/their own risk and costs and my
client shall not be responsible for any kind
of his/their acts in future in any
circumstances.

Sd/- (ASHOK KUMAR)
Adv.

Ch.No. 803, Chamber Block,
Rohini Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is intimated that my clients
Arvind Kumar Tripathy (Aadhar
No.419704114857) and Sanjay Kumar
Tripathy (Aadhar No.805675828339) both
S/o Sh. Jag Mohan Tripathy, R/o Flat
6431, Sector -B, Pocket -9, Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi - 110070 have entered into an
Agreement To Sell with Ms. Indira for the
purchase of property/flat bearing no Flat
6431, Sector -B, Pocket -9. Vasant Kunj.
New Delhi - 110070, and at the time of
execution of Agreement To Sell the
above-said seller Ms Indira has received
substantial part consideration amount out
of total sale consideration of the above-
said property and handed over the
peaceful vacant possession of the above-
said property with all the original previous
chain of documents to my clients, and
since then my clients are enjoying
peaceful possession of the same. If any
person enter into any kind of transaction
qua the above-said property bearing no
Flat 6431, Sector -B, Pocket -9, Vasant
Kunj. New Delhi - 110070, with above-
said seller Ms. Indira or any person on her
behalf, then the same shall be treated as
null and void, and in that event the person
will enter at his own risk and cost, and he
will be solely liable for the same.

Sd/- RAJENDRA KUMAR TIWARI
(ADVOCATE)

1325, Lawyers Chamber, District
Courts Rohini, Delhi- 110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known that my client SMT. BRIJ
BALA W/O LATE SH. MAHENDER R/O
A-1/2, VIJAY VIHAR, PHASE-2, ROHINI,
DELHI-110085, disowned and severe all
relationship with her son namely SH.
PANKAJ KUMAR & his wife SMT.
RACHNA WALECHA, and debarred them
from all her moveable and immovable
properties acquired or to be acquired
because of their mis-behavior & conduct
and their nature is being disobedient and
they are abusing and quarrelling with my
client, so my client have broken all relations
from them. Any person dealing and having
relation with them in any manner shall be at
their own risk, cost & consequences and
my client shall not be responsible for any
act and deed of the aforesaid.

SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/88

PUBLIC NOTICE
"Be it known to all that my clients Sh. Mahinder
Pal S/o Late Babu Lat /and Smt. Vinod Kumari
W/o Sh. Mahinder Pal, Both R/o 19/2, Bunglow
Park Area, D.B. Gupta Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-05, have lost their confidence in their son
and daughter-in-law namely Sh. Nitin Kumar
Goyal S/o Sh. Mahinder Pal R/o 19/2, Bunglow
Park Area, D.B. Gupta Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-05, aged about 35 years and Smt. Neha
Gupta age 31 years W/o Sh. Nitin Kumar Goyal
D/o Late Sh. Shyam Sunder Gupta R/o 7020,
Gali Tankiwali, Pahari Dhiraj, Delhi-06, because
of their unlawful/illegal conduct with general
public as well as with my client and clientess. I
hereby inform all of you that my clients have
debarred Nitin Kumar Goyal and Smt. Neha
Gupta from their personal life and also from their
movable/immovable and tangible/intangible
properties. Any person dealing with them please
take note of it that my client and clientess would
not be responsible for any legal/illegal/unlawful
conduct of their son and daughter-in-law.

Sd/-
S. B. PANDEY

(Advocate )
Ch.No. 251, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Court Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that
my clients Shri Pradeep S/o Late
Munshi Ram and his wife Smt. Omi both
r/o B-93-B, Ground Floor, Khasra no.
144-B, B-Block, Indra Park, Near
Bholaram School, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043 have severed all relations
and social connection with their son
Sumit and his wife Smt. Priya and their
son who are living separately at 111,
RZP Block, Gali no. 31, Gopal Nagar,
Najafgarh, Delhi-110043 as they have
proven to be disrespectful,
disobedience and harmful towards my
clients and debarred them from
inheriting movable and immovable
properties of my clients. Any body
dealing with them in any manner
whatsoever shall do so at his/her own
risk and consequences and my clients
shall not be held liable for their acts and
deeds. Sd/-

N.K. MISHRA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 568-A, First Floor, W. Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

IItt is notified for the information
thatmyOriginal-Qualifying
Examination-Certificates of
Main, Secondary,Senior
Secondary-Examinationof
Year-2000 and-2002 and
Roll.No.6149267 and-
6242954,issuedbyCBSEhas
beenactually lost.Nameof
candidate-VandanaYadav,HS-
35,Kailash-Colony,New-Delhi-
110048/9821051179.

0040548896-8

II,,SSaauurraabbhh loombas/o
Purshotamrai loomba r/o-c-
34, Neelamber-
apartment,opp.sainik-
vihar,pitampura,Delhi-110034,
dohereby confirmand
declare asunder.That I, had
takenone LICPolicy bearing
no 121520024date-
28/12/2001,for Rs Five lacs
under table and term112-25-
16,premiumofRs 6331/Qly,is
lost if foundbyanyonekindly
deliver at theaboveaddress

0040548894-7

II,,GGuurrcchhaarraann SinghS/oKaram
SinghR/o.3413/249,Hansa
Puri,Tri Nagar,Delhi-
110035,declared thatmy
DSIDC leasedeedpaper,
M/s.KaramSinghSons, vide L-
27,Sector-1, Bawana, Delhi-
110039,hasbeen lost.Finder
Contact-9811892230

0040548888-5

I, SALONI SagarD/oVijay
sagar,R/o-C-2/11pharma-
apartment I.P.extn.Delhi-92
Have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-10th year-
2016Rollno-8166985 CBSE-
Delhi. 0040548894-10

II,, SanjayKumar S/o-Devi Singh
R/o-131,2nd-Floor, PKT-7,Sec-
24, Rohini, Delhi-110085.have
lostmySaleDeedNo.14838
&GPANo.6203 of KavitaRawat.

0040548896-10

II,, ARYAAnand,D/oGaurav
Anand,R/oh.no-67 jamalpur-
Athmalgola patna,bihar -
803211,haveDestroyed my
original-certificate class-10th
year-2016Rollno-5397635
Cbse-dehradun.

0040548894-9

II ShamaParveen/Mohammad
SaleemAdd: Flat 601, Block7,
ShahajahanabadCGHSSect11
Dwarka-75, ourAllotment
Letter forUnitechVistas
Gurgaon FlatA-11 804 is
Missing since 5thMar 2020. If
foundkindly return to the
aboveaddress.

0050169357-1

IIMANUGURBUXANI S/o Late Sh.
BhagwanGurbuxani R/o 71,
QutabViewAppart, Katwaria
Sarai NewDelhi-57 have lost
theoriginal property
documents of theoffice space
no.1131BErosCorporatePark,
Sector-2, TowerK, IMT
ManesarGurugramHaryana
issuedbyM/s. Ajay
EnterprisesPvt. Ltd. Finder
Cont. 9311793127

0040548847-1

I,Abdullah,S/omdarif rezaR/o-
Vill:NarayanpurPO-sakri PS
manigachi Dist-Darbhanga
Bihar-847239,have lostmy
original-certificate class-10th
year-2016Rollno-7116555
CBSE-PATNA. 0040548896-9

II,, GAURAVMathur S/oDevender
mathur R/o 337 villagemajri
post office karalaDelhi-
81,have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-12th year-
2013Rollno-9136120
CBSE-Delhi. 0040548894-8

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4226

ACROSS
1 Extendargument in favourof
opencountry (8)

5 Has togetquietdoor fastening
(4)

9 Startwithnothing in thekitty
(5)

10 Strangedisease incoastal
areas (7)

11 Theyhavean interest in
conversionschemes
(12)

13 Look intonewliquid
preparation(6)

14 Churchworkerwithgrave
responsibilities
(6)

17 It travels fast saythe
attendants (7,5)

20 Onesourceof awriter’s
material (7)

21 Somesmallamount I left in
thetill (5)

22 Boastaboutone’sapparel
(4)

23 Treadingslipperyslope
(8)

DOWN
1 Highlypraisesomepastry
(4)

2 Hemakesapracticeof seeing
complaints
(7)

3 Communist ishiddenbut is
foundagain (12)

4 All theplayersor justonestar
(6)

6 Anout-of-placeplea for
innocence(5)

7 Tryinghardtopersuadeone
it’surgent (8)

8 Adrillingsite
(6,6)

12 Changing integral formation
(8)

15 Itgetsdowntosorting the list
(7)

16 Hecouldbebothbestmanand
groom(6)

18 Cardgameappears tobeall
right throughout (5)

19 Utterlyboring
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Pleasedon’tworryifa
professionalmatter
nowcomestoa
grindinghalt.There

areagreatmanydevelopments
yettotakeplace,andinthislighta
temporarydelayisof little
consequence.Mars,your
planetaryruler, isstill inan
emotionalstate,andyoumayfeel
justifiedinblowingup,butmake
sureyouhittherighttarget.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Gooverallbillsand
demands for
paymentwitha fine
toothcomb.The

reason is simple:ata timewhen
theplanetsare indicating
increasedearnings, theymay
alsocauseextravaganceand
waste.You’restill ina romantic
mood, so if youwant towallow
insentimentality,goaheadand
don’t letanyoneputyouoff.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
VenusandJupiter
combineso
benevolentlythatyou
maycounton

negotiationsortransactions
beingfinalisedontime.Suchis
thehelpfulnatureofthecurrent
momentthatyoumayalso
assumethattheresultswillbein
yourfavour.Partnersshouldback
youtothehilt,butonlyifyoudo
thenecessarypersuading.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Theworld is inastate
of fluxandone
particular tieor
association isnow

beingput to thetest. It isnot
easy toknowwhat todofor the
bestandyoumaywishtowait
andrespondtootherpeople’s
initiatives.Youshouldhave
madeupyourmindbythe
endof tomorrow.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Theanswertoa
currentpersonal
situationiswell
withinyourgrasp.

However,anyoptimismneedsto
bequalifiedbytherecognition
thatotherpeoplemaynotshare
yourperspective.Youmaybe
preparedforapossiblereversal,
onlytobesurprisedbya
suddenbreakthrough.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Onthesurface
everythingappears
toberelatively
straightforward.Yet

themostperceptiveamongyou
areaware that intenseand
turbulentpassionsareboiling
awaybelowthesurface.The
Moon’s transit throughyour
chart increasesyourchancesof
worldlysuccess.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Yourplanetswillbe
beneficial,
benevolentand
thoroughly

enjoyable.Wemaylookbeyond
light-hearted forecastsof
pleasureandfun,andsayone
morethingabout thecurrent
planetary line-up:youarebeing
calledtorecognise thedeeply
spiritual realitieswhich
underpinyour life.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Today’ssurprising
planetary
configurationcould
producesome

startlingheadlines.Whetheryou
arepersonallydrawninto
confrontations,dependsonyour
levelofself-understandingand
self-discipline.Youseemtobeon
thewaytoanewconquest,
perhapsaromanticone.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Partnersareboundto
bemorethanalittle
blunt.Rude,some
wouldcall it!Yetyou

cantaketheoddrebukeor
criticismingoodpartandaccept
thatyoumaybepartially
responsibleforwhateverisnow
takingplace.Theonlyproblemis
thatyoustilldon’treally
understandwhatismaking
particularindividualssoagitated.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
It’safactthat
someoneclosetoyou
hasbeenhurt
recently,evenif

unintentionally. Itisnowinyour
intereststocomeupwithaplan
torestoregoodwill. Ifyoucan
workoutaformulatoput
harmoniousrelationshipsona
long-termbasisandprotectyour
owninterests,somuchthebetter.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Youmaynowfeel
evenmore likea
squarepeg inaround
hole, andyour

discomfortmaybeaggravated
bypeoplewhoarealternately
reckless, impatientand
unwilling toofferany
concessionorcompromise. In
love, take iteasy,play it cooland
wait for suitorsandpartners to
makethe firstmove.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
TheSunispositioning
youverysubtlyfor
yournextbig
adventure.You

shouldnolongercarewhat
peoplethinkorsay.Theproblem
isthatcolleaguesarecomingout
withsomanyshocking
statementsthatyoumust
eventuallycloseyourselfoffand
getonwithyourownlife.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Alittle___winsmorefriendsthan____-ScottWesterfeld(5,..,6)

SOLUTION:FARAD,RHINO,MODERN,GAZEBO
Answer:Alittledramawinsmorefriendsthanboring-ScottWesterfeld

DARAF EORDMN

HNIOR AEOZBG

SolutionsCrossword4225:Across:1Oppressor,8Agony,9Hostels,10Chorea,11
Oyster,12Oncredit,15Coachmen,18Clamps,20Update,21Dubbing,22Salve,23
Racetrack.Down:2Peony,3Rotate,4Saleroom,5Rather,6Corrode,7Dynasties,11
Offcourse,13Conclude,14Sandals,16Hatter,17Barber,19Panic.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS(IFB)1

The Executive Engineer HP PWD Shillai District Sirmour HP on behalf of Governor of HP invites the online
bids on item rate in electronic tendering system in 2 cover System for the under mentioned work from the eli-
gible and approved contractors/Firms registered with HP PWD Department.

2. Key Dates-
1. Date of on line Publication.:- 23 -9-2020 at 10:30 HRs
2. Document Download Start & End Date:- 23-9-2020 at 3:00HRs, Up To 07-10-2020 at 5:00 HRs
3. Bid Submission start & End date :- 23-09-2020 at 3:00HRs, Up To 07-10-2020 at 5:00 HRs
4. Date of Technical Bid opening Evaluation of Technical Bid followed by opening of financial:-
08-10-2020 up to 12:30 HRs
3. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission:-The Bid document is available online and bid

should be submitted in online mode on website https://hptenders.gov.in.
Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bid-

der is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized certifying Authorities
(CA).” Aspiring bidder who have not obtained the user ID and password https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital sig-
nature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital signature issued
from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.
4. TENDER DETAILS:-

The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover:-
i) Cover shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/Eligibility information”)
ii) Cover shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bid”. Where contractor will quote his offer for each item.
5. SUMBISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS:- No need to submit original documents by the bidders in the

O/O Executive Engineer HPPWD Shillai H.P. They are advised to submit only those documents which are
required by the tender opening authority/not legible.

6. BID OPENDING DETAILS;-The bids shall be opened on 8-10-2020 At 12:30HRs. In the office Executive
Engineer B&R Division Shillai HP PWD Shillai. In their interest of bidders they are advised to be present
along with original documents at the time of opening of tenders. If the office happens to be closed on the
date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time
and venue.

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 90/120 days after the
deadline date for bid submission.

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bids updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder.
It is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Earnest Time Cost of Eligible of
No. Cost Money Limit Tender class of

Form Contractor
1 3,80,21,784/- 4,12,750 Two 5000/- A Class

Year

2 2881735.00 50750/- Two 1500/- C & D
Months Class

Construction of ITI building at Kaffota in
Sub Tehsil Kamrau, District Sirmour (HP)
(SH:- Construction of building portion, pro-
viding water supply and sanitary installation
including construction of septic tank, rain
water harvesting tank, site development &
construction of approach road etc.)
Construction of link road from Gangtoli to
Kunth km. 0/0 to 5/0(SH-Formation cutting
5/7 mtrs. Wide road in km. 0/0 to 5/0 and
essential soling in km. 0/0 to 3/500)(SW-
Formation cutting 5/7 mtrs. Wide road in km.
3/155 to 4/270)

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
HPPWD Division Shillai Distt. Sirmour HP

on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh
3016/HP

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PHE (HYD) DIVISION BANDIPORE

FRESH NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
OPEN TENDER

Online electronic bid under two cover system are invited for and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir from reputed firms/manufacturers/suppliers for “Supply of Mechanically Wooven
double twisted hexagonal shaped wire mesh gabion boxes of required size Mesh type 10x12, Zn + PVC coated,
mesh wire dia 2.7/3.7mm (ID/OD) mechanically edged/ salvage, with partitions at every 1 mtr interval for Gabions
boxes as per IS 16014:2012 and MORTH (Fifth revision) 2013, Clause 2500”.

Tender documents can be viewed and downloaded from www.jktenders.gov.in and only electronic online bid is
to be submitted on www.jktenders.gov.in upto last date and time of submission of tender. Sale of hard copy of ten-
der document is not applicable.
A. Brief details of critical dates of tender:

Bids uploaded must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in the shape of Treasury Receipt/ E-Challan
in favour of Executive Engineer PHE (Hyd) Division Bandipore and Earnest Money/ Bid Security in shape of CDR/
FDR/ Bank Guarantee pledged in favour of Chief Accounts Officer Kashmir I&FC Department Srinagar.
1. QUALIFYING CRITERIA FOR RESPONSIVE

The following minimum qualifying criteria has been set forth for the procurement
The bidder should have executed similar nature of work executed to 80% of the advertized cost during a sin-
gle year in last 3 years.
Manufacturing experience of mechanically woven gabions of minimum 06 years internationally or in India as
per international standards.
The bidder shall provide timeline/ delivery schedule for the supply of material within the stipulated time as per
NIT which will be monitored strictly.
The bidder should have an annual turnover more than 75% of the advertised cost during a single year in last
3 years. The same shall be supported with a certificate from Registered Chartered Accountant.
Bidder should not have a history of poor performance such as abandoning the works, financial failure, black-
listing, if it is observed bidder will be automatically disqualified.
Bids should be submitted strictly in accordance with technical and commercial terms and conditions of the
tender enquiry.
Bidder meeting the eligibility criteria specified above will be considered for evaluation and award of the con-
tract. Bidder will submit requisite supporting documents and testimonials with their bids to prove their creden-
tials and claim of meeting the eligibility criteria.
Conditional tender shall not be entertained and shall be rejected outrightly.
The bidding documents can be downloaded from http://www.jktenders.gov.in as per the critical dates commu-
nicated in the tender document.
The bids shall be uploaded in the electronic format on the said website from the due date as mentioned. The
bids uploaded upto the due date and time shall be opened in the Office of the Chief Engineer Kashmir I&FC
Department Srinagar on the fixed date in the presence of the bidders who wish to be present. If the office
happens to be closed on the date of opening as specified, the same shall be opened on the next working day
at the same time and venue.
Technical bids shall be opened online on the due date.
The date and time of opening of the financial bid shall be notified on the website which shall be conveyed to
the bidders automatically through an e-mail message to their e-mail address.
The interested bidders shall download the bidding document from the website http://www.jktenders.gov.in.
The bidders have to get the ‘DSC’ class III—(b) as per information Technology Act-2000 to participate in
online bidding process. This is required to digitally sign the bids.
The bidder(s) shall ensure the scanned copies of the requisite documents as mentioned in the document to
be scanned on 100dpi with black and white option.
The department shall not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reason.
All the required information for bid must be filled and submitted online.
Bidders shall not make any change in the BoQ contents or its name. The BoQ downloaded should be used
for filling the net item rate inclusive of all taxes and it should be saved with the same names as it contains.
Bidders are advised to use ‘My documents’ area in their user on the website to store important documents
which are used in all tenders VAT, Sales Tax Clearance Certificate etc and attach these certificates as Non-
Statutory documents while submitting their bids. Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
PHE (Hyd) Division Bandipore.

No: PHE/Hyd/Bpr/2952-64 Dt: 12.09.2020
DIPK-5734

1 Tender Notice No E-15-PHE/Hyd/Bpr of 2020-2021
2 Name of Work Supply of Mechanically Woven double twisted hexagonal

shaped wire mesh gabion boxes of required size Mesh type
10x12, Zn+PVC coated, mesh wire dia 2.7/3.7mm (ID/OD)
mechanically edged/salvage, with partitions at every 1 mtr
interval for Gabions boxes as per IS 16014:2012 and
MORTH (Fifth revision) 2013, Clause 2500 including all car-
riages upto Divisional store at Bandipore, Kashmir, Union
Territory of J&K including all taxes central/Union Territory,
octroi and other taxes applicable for delivery of material.

3 Quantity Advertised 4mx1mx1m= 15000 Cum (3750 Nos.)
4 Mode of Tendering Open
5 Advertised Cost Rs. 1,72,00,000.00
6 Tender Fee Rs. 5000.00
7 Earnest Money Deposit Rs. 345000.00
8 Time of completion 45 Days
9 Tender Publication date and time 14.09.2020 (4.00 P.M.)
10 Download date starts 15.09.2020 (10.00 A.M.)
11 Bid submission date starts 15.09.2020 (10.00 A.M.)
12 Pre-Bid Meeting (To raise observations if any) 20.09.2020 (upto 4.00 P.M.)
13 Bid submission date ends 30.09.2020 (4.00 P.M.)
14 Date and time of opening technical bid 01.10.2020 (11.30 A.M.) in the office of Chief Engineer

Kashmir I&FC Department Srinagar
15 Date and time of opening of financial bid To be notified after evaluation of technical bid

(price cover)

dk;kZy; iz/kkukpk;Z] Lo'kklh jkT; fpfdRlk egkfo|ky;] fQjkstkckn

esaLo'kklh jkT; fpfdRlk egkfo|ky; ,ao fpfdRlky;] fQjkstkckn
Humidifier bZ& vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA bZ&ds Ø; gsrq fufonk;sa fufonk fnukad%
17-09-2020 vijkUg 03%00 cts ls fnukad% 24-09-2020 vijkUg% 03%00
cts rd MkmuyksM ,oa viyksM dh tk ldrh gS ,oa fnukad% 25-09-2020 dks
vijkUg 03%00 cts rduhdh fcM [kksyh tk;saxhA bl lEcU/k esa foLr`r
fooj.k laLFkku dh osclkbV gmcfirozabad.in ,oa bZ&Vs.Mj dh vf/kd`r
osclkbV ij iznf'kZr fd;k tk;sxkA

vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk lwpuk
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EX-WORLDATHLETICSCHIEFSENTTOJAIL
Theformerheadofworldathletics’governingbody,LamineDiack,wascon-
victedinFranceonWednesdayofcorruptioninaRussiandopingscandaland
sentencedtospendatleasttwoyearsinjail.Diack,87,wasfoundguiltyofaccept-
ingbribesfromathletessuspectedofdoping,tocoveruptestresultsandlet
themcontinuecompeting, includinginthe2012LondonOlympics. REUTERS

The golden age
I P L 2 0 2 0 S H O R T S T O R I E S I S H A N E W A T S O N

Older,wiserandhappier, the39-year-oldAustralianhasrediscoveredhimself andfoundfulfillment inT20cricket

SANDIPG
SEPTEMBER16

“AT THE ripe old age of 39, just two old
guys doing what we love”, wrote Shane
Watson on Twitter above the footage of
him andMSDhoni locked in a power-hit-
ting bout under inky Emirates skies. Until
five years ago, when he was still playing
international cricket, it wasn’t love that
ruled theAussie’sheart. Fear at times, dis-
illusionmenteven, andanemotional state
of mind that constantly burnt away his
mental energy at the crease.
The most important change he brought
about to affect a turn-
around was to meet a
mental-skillsspecialist
five years ago, around
thetimeofhis interna-
tional retirement, but
IPL has also played a
significantpart.Hesays
he has never felt so
“precious” as he had
been in his last three
years of franchise
cricket.
T20 fitsWatson like

askin.Noonewouldfaulthis40s
and50s.Noonewouldridiculehisdiminished
pace. They couldn’t have enough of him, on
hisknee, thumpingovermidwicketorcover,
hisAtlas-likeshoulderspoundingproudlylike
theleversofagiantmachine.
AsongplaysinWatson’sheadthesedays

whenhe is batting. Literally. And if another
thought tries tosneak in,heblocks itoutby
humming a song. It’s his way to switch off
betweendeliveries and at the endof overs.
Hefoundhewasburninghimself out inthe
middle, sweatingover thewrong stuff.
“IwishIknewwhywedothings.Adeep

diveinto ‘whydoIdothat?’”Watsonsaysin
hispodcastT20stars.Overtheyears,hehad

ignored his inner world, fussing toomuch
onthetechnicalitiesofhisbatting.“Wasmy
front shoulder closed? Was the bat face
shut?… I never askedmyself, where was
mymind in the lead-uptotheshot?Where
wasmymind in the lead-up to the game?
Was I burningmyenergy?”
Hefoundawayoutaroundthetimethe

curtaincamedownonhis international ca-
reer. “It’s in the last four years that I know
whatmentalstateIamchasingeverysingle
ball. Once I have a deeply defined best ver-
sion of me, I knowwhat to do…Conserve
mentalenergy. Ineveraskedtherightques-
tions to Ricky [Ponting] or Matt Hayden. I
just thoughtyouarebuiltacertainwayand

that’s what you
are.”Watsonsays.
These days he

meditates a lot.
“Let the thoughts
float by like
clouds,”hesaysin
a vlog. “You are
not grabbing. It’s
floating through.
Thoughtscomein
and float out.”
Every day, he
says, he has at

leasta20-minutemedita-
tion session.
“Watch your breath. Or watch a flame.

Or amantra.” He intones a deep rumbling
‘Om’ as anexplainer.

A new beginning
If IPLgavehimlovenow, ithadprovided

self-beliefandreignitedhisinternationalca-
reer12yearsback.Bythetimehehadcome
to play the first IPL in 2008, he was, in his
ownwords, in the“scrapbookofAustralian
cricket. Iwastoldbyan‘expert’ that Ishould
give up bowling as my body just couldn’t
takebeinganall-rounder”. Instead,hewent
all in. Firedbyawill toprovepeoplewrong,

Watson helped Rajasthan Royals win the
tournamentandstormedbackintointerna-
tional cricket.
Inhispodcast,hetalksaboutalife-mantra

thathismother taughthim. “There is always
a silver lining. There is a reasonwhy some-
thing happens, even if wedon’t understand
then,” he shares. Itwould be severely tested
inhiscareer.Hewasselectedtoplaythe2006-
07 Ashes series but injuries ruled him out.
Otherstookhisplace. “Ishutmyselfforacou-
pleofweeks, Iwas lockedinmyapartment. I
wasnowhere…Icouldn’thandle it. I played
guitar, lotsof Bluesmusic.Guitar. Lotsof Eric
Clapton.”Hecouldn’tunderstandthereason
beforeasmallvoicecamethrough.“Thereare
little thingsthat Ineededtoworkonmybat-
ting. Iron out and be better thanwhat Iwas
beforetheinjury.”Therewouldbemoresuch
moments whereWatsonwould be really
tested but hewould tell himself theremust
beareasonandtherewillbeasilver lining.

Healsoabsorbed life lessons frombooks;
hereadsalot, sayhis formerteam-mates like
MikeHussey.Recently,henamedacoupleof
his favourites. AndreAgassi’s autobiography
Open and Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell.
“Fascinatingandchangesperspectiveonwhat
makespeoplesuccessfulandwhy.Allthoselit-
tleslidingdoorthingsthathappenallthewhile
andtheybecomeanoutlier,”Watsonsays.
Onecanunderstandthe fascination. For

a longwhile, he hadmissed those sliding-
door moments until he cleared his head,
openedhisheart, andrushed in for the ride
of his life.

In elite company
Watson is among the threemost influ-

entialAustraliancricketerstohavefeatured
intheIPL,alongsideShaneWarneandDavid
Warner.Eveninthisgroup,Watson’strajec-
tory is different. When the IPL was con-
ceived, Warne’s international career was
over.WhenWarnerestablishedhimself, IPL
wasfashionable.ButWatson’searlyIPLdays
were different. Those were fraught times,
andWatsonisthebridgebetweenthescep-
tical past and thebristlingpresent.
His T20 numbers are glittering— 8,522

runsatastrikerateof138.99, the10thhigh-
estrun-getter intheformat.Thehittingrate
is better than that of BrendonMcCullum,
ViratKohli andRohit Sharma. In the top10,
only Kieron Pollard hasmorewickets than
him, 71 ahead but having played 180
matchesmore thanhim.
Watson’s impact in the last couple of

years exceeds the numbers. With a little
more luck,hewouldhavebeenMan-of-the
Match in back-to-back IPL finals. Watson
knocked a futile 80 last year,while the year
before, he blew Sunrisers Hyderabad away
withanunconquered117off57balls.Notto
forgetthewindhewasbeneaththewingsof
RajasthanRoyals in the inaugural edition—
smacking472runsandnabbing17wickets.
AdecadeandmoreinIPL, itcouldbesaid

that Watson has discovered in franchise
cricket what he didn’t in international
cricket. He found love.WhatWatson could
notbetoAustralia,hecouldbetoRajasthan
Royals and Chennai Super Kings. What he
could not be to Test cricket, he could be to
T20cricket.Aconsistent, impactfulcricketer
as any the IPL has seen. A career fulfilled,
with little residual repentance. A superstar
ineverywaking stride.

Different goals
It’snolongergreedforfatterpaycheques

that is leading thedrive, but a senseof “en-
joymentandempowerment.”“Whatexcites
menowisgoing intoareallygoodteamen-
vironment.Getting toknowpeople Imight
onlyhaveplayedagainstornevermet.Some
of the younger guys I knowwith opportu-
nities to go elsewhere were prepared to
forgomoremoney or a higher profile team
becausetheylikedwhatweweredoing,”he
toldTheAustralianinaninterviewlastyear.
Thoseacquaintedwithhis international

careercouldgetthedrift,andcouldrelateto
the joy he’s experiencing now and the an-
guish he had endured with the national
team in the past, where love was not as
forthcoming.Oncehisearlypromisebegan
tofalter,hewasoftenmocked.Thecatalogue
is long — from the nude calendar gig, the
frightenednightinBrettLee’sroomafterap-
parently seeing a ghost in Durham (‘Scare
DinkumAussie’wasaninevitableheadline),
the heart attack that turned out to be diar-
rhoeaandthemultipleinjurieshesustained,
shadedoutonlyinnumberbythejokesthey
spawned. Worse, former coach Mickey
Arthur claimedMichael Clarke considered
Watsona “canceron the team”.
He has now found serenity and love in

the IPL. From cancer to cynosure, from an
underachievertoapathbreaker, fromascat-
tered sound lost in the clutter to a distinct
voice heard and loved,Watson is fulfilling
his cricketingdestiny.

MENFORALL SEASONS
After a dozenuninterrupted
appearances at the IPL, these
regulars boast cent percent
attendance and the eternal
promise of a plucky13th year of
reinventions. Featuring IPL’s
most prominentmainstays, an
Express countdown to India’s big
sports reopening Saturdaynight.

TheIPLreignitedShaneWatson’s
career12yearsback.CSK/Twitter

Woods aims to
end lacklustre
run at US Open
REUTERS
MAMARONECK, SEPTEMBER16

TIGERWOODShopestosnaphisrunof lack-
lustre performances at the U.S. Open this
week,nearlyayearafterhislastPGATourvic-
tory.Woodshas yet to finish in the top10of
anytournamentsincethesportreturnedafter
beingsuspendedduetothenovelcoronavirus,
while his last victory came at the Zozo
ChampionshiplastOctoberwhenheequalled
SamSnead’srecordof82PGATourwins.
“ThisyearIreallyhaven’tputtedaswellas

Iwanted to, and the times I didmake a few
swing mistakes, I missed it in the wrong
spots,” saidWoods.
“I’ve compoundedmistakes here and

there that ended up notmakingme able to
makeparsorabirdierun,andconsequently
I haven’t put myself in contention to win
events.”
The 44-year-old has enjoyed one of the

more enduring careers in golf, despite four
back surgeries that had once put his future
in thesport indoubt.
Woods, who has 15major titles - three

short of Jack Nicklaus’ all-time record, said
lastmonth that hewas looking to clean up
hisgameaheadof theU.S.Open-whichwas
pushedbackfromJunetoSept.17-20dueto
theCOVID-19outbreak
He told reporters on Tuesday, however,

that hewas not trying any radical new ap-
proaches toputting.
“Ihavechangedtheroutineandsomeof

thethingsthat I’vedoneovertheyears,but I
still go back towhatmy dad always taught
me,which is obviously putt to the picture,”
saidWoods.
“WhateverI’mworkingonatthatpartic-

ulartime,onceIgetoutthereandIputt, just
putt.”Woodsgothis firstmajor titleafteran
11-year drought at the Masters last year,
showing he remains a contender on the
sport’sbiggest stages.
YetWinged FootGolf Clubwill offer lit-

tle relief should the three-times U.S. Open
championslipupandtherewillbeplentyof
contenders ready topounce if hedoes.

New Delhi
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