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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION PART FOUR

Govt sets up group under cyber security head
to probe China Watching, will report in 30 days

ETEEE]  MEA talks to Chinese Ambassador; deeply
IMPACT concerned, Jaishankar writes to Cong MP

MANOJCG, LIZMATHEW
& SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

TAKING up the matter with the
Chinese Ambassador, the
Government Wednesday set up
an expert committee under the
National Cyber Security
Coordinator to study the reve-
lations in China Watching, an
investigation by The Indian
Express, that a Shenzen-based
company, with links to the
Chinese government, is moni-
toring over 10,000 Indian indi-

Raises issues similar to ones
behind app ban, said official

EXPLAINED

WHY CHINA
HARVESTSINDIA
DATA pPAGE T

viduals and entities.

The “targets,” as the ongoing
investigation has revealed, in-
clude President Ram Nath
Kovind, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, key Opposition
leaders and men and women
from across a range of disci-
plines, politics, legislature, sci-
ence and strategy to business, ju-
diciary and the media.

The expert committee, led by
Lt Gen(retd)Rajesh Pant, India’s
chief coordinator on cyber secu-
rity, will evaluate the “implica-
tions” of the digital surveillance

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

(Clockwise from top left)
Harsh Vardhan Shringla;
Romila Thapar; Amitabh
Kant; Ashis Nandy

Foreign secy, Niti CEO on list;
Facebook bans Zhenhua Data

KAUNAIN SHERIFF M,
JAY MAZOOMDAAR

& PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEW DELHI|, SEPTEMBER 16

AT LEAST 200 influencers, in-
cluding scholars, researchers,
think tanks and media organisa-
tions, and 40 serving and retired
Indian Foreign Service (IFS) offi-
cers who held key diplomatic
positions are listed in the
Overseas Key Information
Database (OKIDB) created by
Chinese firm Zhenhua Data, an

CHINA IS
WATCHING

investigation by The Indian
Express has revealed.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Court fixes
Sept 30 for
Babri verdict,
tells accused
to be present

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 16

A SPECIAL court hearing the
1992 Babri Masjid demolition
case on Friday fixed September
30 for pronouncement of judg-
ment, and directed all the ac-
cused to remain present in court
on that day.

Among the 32 accused are
senior BJP leaders Lal Krishna
Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi,
Kalyan Singh, Sakshi Maharaj,
Brij Bhushan Saran Singh and
Uma Bharti.

According to PTI, Kalyan
Singh, former UP chief minister
and now Rajasthan governor,
who had tested positive for coro-
navirus, was discharged from
Sanjay Gandhi Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Sciences in
Lucknow and admitted to a pri-
vate hospital in Ghaziabad.

In November last year, while
deciding the Ayodhya title suit
case in a unanimous 5-0 verdict,
a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court had referred to
the demolition of the Babri
Masjid as a "calculated act” in
breach of the court order to main-
tain status quo and "an egregious
violation of the rule of law".

"On 6 December 1992, the
structure of the mosque was
brought down and the mosque
was destroyed. The destruction
of the mosque took place in
breach of the order of status quo
and an assurance given to this
Court. The destruction of the
mosque and the obliteration of

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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No ground lost in Depsang but India
hasn’t accessed large parts for 15 yrs

Top officer says Indian patrolling points in area blocked since April; Army
steps up presence, on alert to foil any ingress attempt elsewhere along LAC

KRISHN KAUSHIK
&NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

CLEARINGTHE air on the situation
in the Depsang Plains in Ladakh,
where China has been blocking
India’s access to four traditional
patrolling points since April this
year,atop security officer has told
The Indian Express that while there
has been no loss of ground this
time around, Indian troops have
not had access to a large chunk of
territory on their side of the Line
of Actual Control for "more than
10to 15 years" now.

The officer also said that other
than the regular ceasefire viola-
tions and infiltration, no mobili-
sation of troops by Pakistan is ev-
ident either along the Line of
Control, or near Siachen, located
80 km east of the Depsang Plains.
Pakistan though has kept a size-
able number of Indian troops en-
gaged on the western front, forc-
ing the Army to increase its
presence in Ladakh with troops
from other commands.

While the focus at the mo-
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AnIAF jet in Leh on Wednesday amid the prolonged India-China face-off. p11

ment is on eastern Ladakh, the
Indian Army, the officer said, is
fully seized of the possibility that
China could attempt ingress at
any other place along the con-
tested LAC.

“We expect that China can
act anywhere, why talk about
justeastern Ladakh. We are look-
ing at Eastern Command also,”
he said, adding that the forces
areonalert along the entire LAC.

RBI rules out relaxation in loan
recast: ‘Must protect i

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 16

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das has
virtually ruled out any relax-
ation in the loan restructuring
scheme to tackle the Covid-19-
related stress, saying the
scheme had been structured to
balance the interests of both de-
positors and borrowers, and to
prevent the piling up of bad
loans as had happened some
years ago.

Das also cautioned that the
economic recovery would likely
be only gradual, as the upticksin
some sectors “appear to be level-
ling off”.

“We don’t want to be back in
the situation that was five years
ago, when NPAs of banks had

Upticksina
few sectors
are levelling
off: RBI
Governor

risen very steeply,” the Governor
said at the FICCI Executive
Committee meeting on
Wednesday. He was responding
to a plea to extend the recast
scheme to four years, with lib-
eral ratios.

“We are also mindful of the
fact that Covid has negatively
impacted a large number of
businesses... they also need re-
lief,” he said.

The RBI had chosen an ac-
commodative policy, injected
more liquidity, and eased various
norms to tackle the global finan-

nvestors’

Lessons
frompast
@ crisis

EXPLAINED

THE MORE accommoda-
tive stance taken by the
RBIin the wake of the
global financial crisis of
2008-09, led to a surge in
bad loans from 2014-15.
The primary concern of
banks, according to the
Governor, should be to
protect the interests of
depositors.

cial crisis in 2008-09. However,
this led to a surge in bad loans
from 2014-15.
The primary concern of
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

While China pulled back its
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Timeline 21
months, Tata
Projects to

build new
Parliament

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

TATA PROJECTS Limited on
Wednesday won the bid to con-
struct the new Parliament build-
ing — a part of the Central Vista
redevelopment project.

An official of the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs said
Tata Projects Ltd had submitted
a bid of Rs 861.90 crore.
According to the Central Public
Works Department (CPWD),
the construction cost was esti-
mated at Rs 889 crore. Larsen
and Toubro (L&T) submitted a
bid of Rs 865 crore.

According to the original
plan, the new building was to be
ready by 2022, to coincide with
75 years of Independence. The
construction is expected to take
about 21 months.

The Central Vista redevelop-
ment project envisages a trian-
gular Parliament building, a
common central secretariat and
revamping of the 3-km-long
Rajpath, from Rashtrapati
Bhavan to India Gate.

HC land deals gag order
unprecedented, will go
to SC: Jagan govt advisor

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER 16

CALLING THE Andhra Pradesh
High Court’s gag order as “un-
precedented”, Sajjala Rama-
krishna Reddy, a Cabinet-rank
leader who is Advisor to the
Andhra Pradesh Government
(Public Affairs), Wednesday said
the state will challenge it in the
Supreme Court shortly.

The bench of Chief Justice JK
Maheshwari issued an order
Tuesday night not to report an
FIR filed by the Andhra Pradesh
Anti-Corruption Bureau against
aformer legal officer and others
over land purchase in Amaravati.

“Our party and government
feel that Tuesday night's order by

Never seen
or heard of
this kind of
order, says
SRReddy

the court, that too a top court, is
unprecedented. We have never
seen or heard of this kind of or-
der before. Normally, we see
governments trying to muzzle
the media or bringing in laws to
put curbs on the media. When
that happens, we have seen that
courts have come forward to
safeguard the rights of the me-
dia. After the High Court’s order
Tuesday night, we are left won-
dering how the situation has

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Delhi Police officials bring the 17,000-pages-plus chargesheet
to Karkardooma court in the Capital on Wednesday. PT1

Police chargesheet
15 for ‘conspiracy’,
link Delhi riots to

anti-CAA protests

Ex-AAP councillor, Pinjra Tod
members among accused

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

TRANSCRIPTS OF WhatsApp
chats, call records and 747 wit-
nesses are among the key ele-
ments of the chargesheet filed
Wednesday by the Delhi Police
Special Cell against 15 peopleina
“conspiracy” case related to the
February riots in Northeast Delhi.

The chargesheet includes the
names of former Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) councillor Tahir
Hussain, and Pinjra Tod’s
Devangana Kalita and Natasha
Narwal, as accused. But it does
not mention former JNU stu-
dents, Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam, who were arrested under
the stringent Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) in the
case.

Khalid was arrested three
days ago and Imam last month
inthe case, and their names will
be mentioned in the supple-
mentary chargesheet in the
coming months, police sources
said. Imam was already under
custody for his alleged role in the
violence at Jamia Millia Islamia
last December and on charges of
delivering speeches deemed
"seditious" during protests
against the CAA and NRC.

A senior police officer told
The Indian Express that the
chargesheet, filed at the
Karkardooma court, is well over
17,000 pages. “The operative part
is 2,692 pages and the total num-
ber of pages, including annex-
ures, about 17,500. We have 747
witnesses in the chargesheet
and are relying on technical evi-
dence, WhatsApp chats and Call

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

“Impossible to
justify licence given
to BJP stalwarts —

torant, threaten”

JULIORIBEIRO
FORMER MUMBAI POLICE CHIEF

PAGE 3

‘Desi kattas in right
pockets’: Delhi
House panel flags
five copycat FIRs

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

THE DELHI home department
has decided to flag five identical
FIRs — filed in separate cases
against five youths, identified as
Faiz Ahmed (30), Athar (23),
Sohib (22), Shahrukh (22) and
Faizan (28), in connection with
the Northeast Delhi riots — in a
letter to the Delhi Police
Commissioner, The Indian
Express has learnt.

Besides the names of the
constables and the youths, and
the place and time of arrest, the
FIRs are identical in content: all
five seemed to be “suspects”; on
spotting policemen, they
“turned around” and started
“walking away quickly”; and on
being frisked, they were found
to be carrying loaded “desi kat-
tas” (locally made pistol) “in the
right pocket” of their trousers.

The FIRs were filed at the
Dayalpur police station under
the Arms Act, 1959, on February
27, when the youths were al-
legedly spotted, between 3 pm
and 9.25 pm, indifferent areasin
Northeast Delhi, where the riots
broke out on February 24-26.

The decision to flag the FIRs
was taken on Wednesday after
the Delhi Assembly’s committee
on welfare of minorities, which
is hearing matters related to the
riots, brought it to the notice of
Principal Secretary (Vigilance)
Rajeev Verma, who, officials said,
attended the meeting instead of
Principal Secretary (Home) B S
Bhalla.

The committee also directed
Verma to ask the Police
Commissioner about the status of
the probe into the death of 24-
year-old Faizan who, along with
two other men, was allegedly
made to sing the national anthem

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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DIVYAGOYAL
LUDHIANA, SEPTEMBER 16

THEY FACED the threat of muti-
lation for wearing nail polish or
lipstick. They were publicly
flogged for violating the dress
code. They were barred from
stepping out of home without a
male companion. They were de-
nied education.

Today, the three women in
the Afghan government’s 21-
member team that is holding
peace talks with an all-male
Taliban delegation in Qatar’s

Doha have drawn the line for any
roadmap thatemerges: “We are
here to tell the Taliban thatit has
to face, respect and accept the
new Afghanistan.”

"We aren’t reading from any
book, but speaking from what
we have experienced; what we,
the women, have lived under
Taliban rule from 1996 to 2001.
We faced systematic discrimina-
tion, when women were not
treated as humans. A girl could
not go to school, our clothes
were controlled,a woman could
noteven visit a doctor without a
male companion. But now, the

Taliban have to understand that
things have changed," says
Fawzia Koofi, a lawmaker from
Badakhshan province who is
also the Deputy Speaker in
Parliament.

The 45-year-old isamong the
three women at the peace talks
that started on September 12,
along with Habiba Sarabi, a for-
mer minister and teacher, and
Sharifa Zurmati, a journalist. A
fourth member, Fatima Gailani,
who is the former president of
Afghan Red Crescent Society, is
expected to join the delegation
soon after being delayed due to

Fawzia Koofi, Sharifa Zurmati and Habiba Sarabi in Qatar

health reasons.

Speaking to The Indian
Express on phone from Doha,
Koofi says she recently survived
an assassination attempt when
agunman opened fire at her ve-
hicle on August 15, injuring her
arm.

“Be it pre-Taliban, Taliban or
post-Taliban, women in
Afghanistan have been through
a lot. But it has only given us
more strength to speak up. We
are fighting for a country where
everyone will have the right to
cast their vote regardless of their
gender, religion, sect, etc.

New Delhi

Women'’s rights and issues have
tobe included everywhere, they
cannot be segregated,” she says
about her expectations from the
crucial summit.

Koofi had set up a home
school for girls during the Taliban
regime and later was the face be-
hind the ‘Back to School’ cam-
paign for girlsin 2001.

“Peace talks are almost al-
ways a complicated process
across the world. Here, it is more
so because there is the Taliban.
We are carrying a double re-
sponsibility on our shoulders.
We are representing not only

Afghan women in Doha talks team: “Ialiban have to face, respect us’

women but also our country. We
have to preserve our democracy
without which peace cannot
happen. And democracy will

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

‘India at
table means
it backs talks,
recognises
impact’

INTERVIEW
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%1 WHATIS SERIAL INTERVAL, HOW CAN IT BE MANAGED TO CONTROL COVID-19?

Arecent research paper published in the journal Science said China was able to contain Covid-19 due toits

ability to manage the serial interval.

HILSA FROM
BANGLADESH

Cheer in West Bengal
fish markets a day
before Mahalaya

TRACKING COVID-19
VACCINE

Drug manufacturers
are at different stages
of vaccine trials

EXPRESS

How much does aban
on onion exports help?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode pf the ‘3 Things’ podcast,
we explore whether a ban on onion exports
helps reduce prices in the domestic
market—and how farmers end up losing

out.
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Depsang

troops from Patrolling Point-14
in Galwan to its side of the LAC
during the disengagement in
early July, a small number of
Chinese troops remain on the
Indian side of the LACat PP-15in
the area called Hot Springs, and
PP-17Ain the nearby Gogra Post.
On Pangong Tso’s north bank,
Chinese troops never vacated
the Finger 4 ridgeline, and are
less than 500 metres away from
Indian troops where the ridge
meets Finger 3.

In the Depsang Plains area,
China positioned two brigades,
and cut off India’s access to PPs
10 to 13. This Chinese denial of
access to Indian troops trying to
reach their traditional patrolling
points, the officer said, began a
few weeks before the present
standoff began.

The Depsang Plains is signif-
icant not just becauseitis 30 km
southeast of the strategically im-
portant Daulat Beg Oldie post
near the Karakoram Pass in the
north, but also because in the
midst of mountainous terrain, it
offersaflat surface which can be
used by either of the two coun-
tries to launch a military offen-
sive, similar to the Spanggur Gap
in the Chushul sub-sector.

Bottleneck, a rocky outcrop
that provides connectivity
across the Depsang Plains, is
about 7 km east of Burtse where
the Indian Army has a base.
Burtse lies on the Darbuk-Shyok-
Daulat Beg Oldie (DSDBO) road.
The track going east from Burtse
forks into two at Bottleneck, the
reason why it is also called the
Y-Junction. The track north, fol-
lowing the Raki Nala, goes to-
wards PP10, while the track
southeast goes towards PP-13
along Jiwan Nala.

What's also significant is that
in the Depsang Plains, where the
Line of Patrolling lies consider-
ably beyond its perception of the
LAC, India has not been able to
reach the LACin thelast 15 years.

“We used to go up to those
patrolling points,” the officer
said. “We have not really lost
anything in this round of en-
counters.”

The area between the Line of
Patrolling and LAC “was already
under his control, those 972 sq
km, have been his,” the officer
said, adding that the “... more
than 10to 15 years, he (PLA) has
been there”.

But this year, Chinese troops
began blocking Indian troops at
Bottleneck, preventing access to
PPs 10 to 13. “That is where he
(PLA)is stopping us today” — it is
the same area where China po-
sitioned its troops during the
2013 standoff as well.

“He (PLA) has not come and
permanently sat down at
Bottleneck. Whenever we go, he
comes and blocks us... blocking
each other, a game which has
been going oninanumber of ar-
eas. We have not lost access. If
we want, we can go tomorrow
also. But I (Indian Army) do not
want to create another flash-
point right now,” the officer said.

He said Indian troops could
access the patrolling limits in
March, but the Chinese have
blocked access since. He said the
area that India can’t access now
between those patrolling points
isaround 10 km vertically,and 4
to 5 km horizontally.

“Things started opening up
(in the summer), we resumed
patrolling, he also started. Since
roads on his side are better, he
comes faster up to a particular
place,” the officer said.

China’s claim, he said, is west
of Bottleneck, around 2 km in-
ward of Burtse where India has
a base. Indian soldiers too have
not allowed Chinese patrols to
move beyond Bottleneck.

The Chinese objective, he
said, is to try "to press up to their
1959 claim line", and Indian
troops “have stopped them”.

The officer said India has po-
sitioned an adequate strength of

troops to prevent China from
making any ingress in the area.

On India strengthening its
positions at the Siachen base, in
anticipation of Pakistan collud-
ing with China in case of hostil-
ities, the officer said there was
no need to do that. Siachen posi-
tions have “not” been re-en-
forced, he said “as that is not
connected to this”.

Earlier this month, Chief of
Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat remarked that “Pakistan
could take advantage” of any
military activity by China “and
create some trouble on the
northern border”.

The officer said that apart
from the regular ceasefire viola-
tions and infiltration, India has
not seen any mobilisation by
Pakistan. “Terrorist launchpads,
terroristinfrastructure, terrorist
training camps, those are still
there. Every day, we have anen-
counter.” To that extent, India, he
said, is facing two fronts. “You
can say collusion is there” be-
tween China and Pakistan.

And whileitis nota “planned
collusion”, the officer said,
“Pakistani intelligence has
greater footprint in India, com-
pared to China”. The two coun-
tries, he said, “will definitely be
sharing intelligence” and China
“will know our movements”.

Jagan advisor
changed so drastically,”
Ramakrishna Reddy told The
Indian Express.

He said the FIR was filed by
an agency which is the Anti-
Corruption Bureau and it did not
contain anything that violated
the privacy of persons named.

“There is nothing in the FIR
that might have immediately
punished those named init. The
only information is that some
persons with influence pur-
chased land. So the hurried re-
sponse by the court sets a new
precedent,” he said.

“We get the feeling that there
is one justice for the common
man and another for someone
who was a former legal official.
The fairness and equality of
courts comes under scrutiny.
Instead of dwelling on whether
awrong has been committed or
not, the court accepted the peti-
tioner’s contention that the FIR
was motivated and borne out of
revenge, and issued the gag or-
der... We ask whether there is
any objectivity init,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Andhra
Pradesh High Court Wednesday
stayed investigations by a
Special Investigation Team con-
stituted by the YSR Congress
Party government to probe all
deals, including the Amaravati
land purchase, made by the pre-
vious Telugu Desam Party gov-
ernment from 2014 to 2019.

TDP leaders Varla Ramaiah
and Alapati Raja filed petitions
in the High Court, alleging that
the government intended to tar-
get TDP leaders, and that it was
anact of revenge.

‘Desi kattas’

and the national song by a group
of policemen during the riots. As
reported by The Indian Express,
one policeman has been ques-
tioned in connection with the
death so far.

“I will write to the Police
Commissioner raising the issues
flagged here, but we cannot in-
terfere in the police probe. The
aggrieved have other judicial
remedies at their disposal,”
Verma told the meeting, adding
that the police department has
written to the state government
stating that all the 754 FIRs re-
lated to the riots have been clas-
sified as sensitive.

AAP MLA Amanatullah
Khan, chairman of the commit-
tee, directed Verma to ask the
police to produce the notifica-
tion through which the FIRs
have been classified as sensitive.
“The Supreme Court has issued
clear directions that FIRs cannot
be concealed,” he said.

Govt sets up expert group

by Zhenhua Data Information
Technology Co. Limited and “as-
sess any violations of law and
submit its recommendations
within thirty days.”

This was conveyed by
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankarinaletter to Congress
leader and Rajya Sabha MP K C
Venugopal whoraised theissue
in Rajya Sabha today.

“The Government of India
takes very seriously the protec-
tion of the privacy and personal
data of Indian citizens. It is
deeply concerned at any report
that suggests that foreign
sources are accessing or seeking
to access the personal data of
our citizens without their con-
sent. The Government has con-
stituted an Expert Committee
under the National Cyber
Security Coordinator to study
these reports, evaluate theirim-
plications, assess any violations
of law and submit its recom-
mendations within thirty days,”
Jaishankar wrote.

Top sources told The Indian
Expressthat the key driver be-
hind the decision to take note of
this revelation is that the issues
itraises, of data security and pri-
vacy, are similar to the ones that
prompted the government’s
banon Chinese apps. “What we
have come to know of
Zhenhua's project validates our
concerns about Chinese mobile
apps,” said an official.

Foreign Secy

From Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla to
India’s Ambassador to Israel
Sanjeev Singla, who earlier
served as Private Secretary to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the IFS officers being
tracked include those posted
at the United Nations: TS
Tirumurti, Permanent
Representative of India to the
UN; and A Gopinanthan,
member, Joint Inspection Unit,
the only independent external
oversight body of the UN sys-
tem.

Also on the list being mon-
itored are those at India’s key
strategic missions such as Venu
Rajamony, Ambassador to the
Netherlands and Permanent
Representative of India to the
Organisation for Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons in The
Hague as well as responsible
for India’s relations with the
International Court of Justice
and the Permanent Court of
Arbitration.

Among the diplomats in
OKIDB are Ambassador to
Japan Sanjay Kumar Verma
who earlier served in Hong
Kong and China; Ambassador
to Saudi Arabia Ausaf Sayeed,
and Ambassador to
Madagascar Abhay Kumar. The
Western Indian Ocean is seen
by China as the gateway to
Africa.In 2019, India appointed
a defence attache for its mis-
sion in Madagascar.

Policymakers such NITI
Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant,
scholars historian Romila
Thapar and political psycholo-
gist Ashish Nandy; Dhruva
Jaishankar, director of the US

Referring to the ongoing in-
vestigation by The Indian
Express- its fourth part is being
published Wednesday --
Jaishankar said the matter was
taken up by the Ministry of
External Affairs with the
Chinese Ambassador today.

“Our Embassy in Bejjingalso
raised it with the Foreign
Ministry of China. The Chinese
side conveyed that Shenzen
Zhenhua is a private company
and had stated its position pub-
licly. On their part, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry maintained
that there was no connection
between the company con-
cerned and the Chinese govern-
ment,” Jaishankar said.

Jaishankar said a represen-
tative of Shenzen Zhenhua has
in a statement “stated that the
data collected was from open
sources and is no different from
its peer organisations in
Western countries.” They have,
he said, denied accessing private
information from confidential
sources. “As for the OKIDB, the
company claimed that this was
a mechanism to connect indi-
viduals to the social media that
they use,” he said.

Jaishankar’s response came
hours after Venugopal and his
party colleague Rajeev Satav
raised the issue during Zero
Hour, prompting Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu to
tell the government to take note

Initiative at Observer Research
Foundation (he is son of
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar); are also moni-
tored by Zhenhua Data, a firm
that haslinks with the Chinese
government and its agencies.

The database mentions
Ashoka University professor
and The Indian Express
Contributing Editor Pratap
Bhanu Mehta; and C Raja
Mohan, Contributing Editor
with The Indian Express and di-
rector, Institute of South Asian
Studies at the National
University of Singapore; and
Republic TV co-founder and
the BJP’s Rajya Sabha MP Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, as a trustee of
Washington-based conserva-
tive think Hudson Institute.

Responding to The Indian
Express reports, Zhenhua Data
late Tuesday night said it was
privately owned, its partners
did not have any background
in the Chinese military or the
Chinese government, and its
operation was “not illegal or
unreasonable”.

Sending its response
through official sources in the
Chinese Embassy in New
Delhi, Sun, a representative of
Zhenhua said, “The Overseas
Key Information Database
(OKIDB) does exist, but not as
magical as media reported, it
merely connects individuals to
the social media they use...
There is nothing about the op-
erations that are illegal or un-
reasonable. We collect infor-
mation from public sources
thatare accessible to everyone.
But we do not get private infor-
mation from confidential

, Niti CEO, top diplomats

of it. “The Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs, please
take note of this. It has appeared
prominently. So, inform the con-
cerned minister, see whatcanbe
done and find out the veracity of
it,” Naidu said.

Pushing for a discussion on
the issue, the Congress again
moved anadjournment motion
notice in Lok Sabha, but Speaker
Om Birlarejected it.

During Zero Hour, the
Congress raised China's “hybrid
warfare” and its “watching on
Indians” in the Lok Sabha.
Raising the issue, Kodikkunnil
Suresh called it a “cyber war,”
and “direct attempt of informa-
tion espionage and aggression
by China.”

Joining the issue, Congress
leader in the Lok Sabha Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury said: “This
Corona aggression has come
from China to India; at the bor-
ders, the Chinese troops have
done the aggression; and now
there is hybrid warfare. Is the
government aware of it?” He
asked for a statement. “What
will happen to our national se-
curity? The IT minister is here.
Please tell us what's happening.”

The Congress is now plan-
ning tomove a calling attention
notice on theissuein Lok Sabha
on Thursday.

Congress MP  from
Ernakulam Hibi Eden gave ano-
tice for adjournment motion to

sources such as chat histories,
psychological profiles or any-
thing that the user chooses to
conceal.”

While the operations may
not be illegal, Facebook has
banned Shenzhen Zhenhua
Data Technology from its plat-
form. Responding to queries by
The Indian Express, a Facebook
spokesperson said: “Scraping
public data, as this company
appears to have done to a
number of services including
Facebook, is against our poli-
cies. Even public data should-
n'tbe collected in this way. We
have banned Shenzhen
Zhenhua Data Technology
from our platform and sent a
cease and desist letter order-
ing them to stop.”

Facebook, however, did not
state when it banned or or-
dered a cease and desist letter
toZhenhua Data.

In the database curated by
Zhenhua Data are also:

B Think tanks such as
Vivekananda International
Foundation, Centre for Policy
Research, Observer Research
Foundation and Jindal School
of International Affairs.

B Media organisations
ranging from Press Trust of
India (PTI) and Asian News
International (ANI) to Times of
India and Aaj Tak.

M Institutions such as Delhi
School of  Economics,
University of Mumbai,
Jawaharlal Nehru University,
and National Institute of
Technology, Tiruchirappalli.

B Publishers including
Random House India and
HarperCollins India.

under watch

Speaker Om Birla. The notice
called forawider debate on “our
security architecture” and said
that the “credentials of our na-
tional security are being mocked
by this Chinese firm...Such
snooping should be nipped in
the bud so that our sovereign
rights are protected.” The
Speaker, however, said he would
notallow the adjournment mo-
tion.

Meanwhile, in Beijing,
Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said China is “ready to enhance
cooperation and communica-
tion with all sides, make and
abide by global rules that reflect
the willand respect the interests
of all countries, prevent all prac-
tices that use one’s technological
advantage to undermine other
countries’ security, and safe-
guard global data security.”

“The company said clearly
thatit's a private company, and
its clients are research institu-
tions and business groups.
Instead of collecting data, it
only mobilizes data which is
open and available online. I'd
like to stress that as a staunch
defender of cyber security,
China opposes and fights all cy-
bercrimes. We would like to
enhance dialogue and cooper-
ation with other countries to
jointly build a peaceful, secure,
open and cooperative cyber
space,” Wang said.

B NGOs Greenpeace,
WWF-India, and Population
Foundation of India.

For think tanks and re-
searchers, OKIDB's primary fo-
cus in India is on the Observer
Research Foundation, the
Centre for Policy Research and
the Institute of Chinese Studies.
Other Indian research organi-
sations in the database include
Institute for Defence Studies
and Analyses, Centre for the
Study of Developing Societies,
Indian Council of World Affairs,
Centre for China Analysis and
Strategy, Data Security Council
of India and Dr Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Research
Foundation.

OKIDB has a wide range of
Indian policy influencers, ex-
perts and researchers. They in-
clude JNU professor Amitabh
Mattoo; CSDS directors Rajeev
Bhargava and Sanjay Kumar;
former foreign secretary and
CPR senior fellow Shyam
Saran; former Delhi School of
Economics professor Ashwini
Deshpande; Hemant Adlakha
of JNU’s Centre for Chinese &
South-East Asian Studies, and
author Rajiv Malhotra.

Among social activists in
OKIDB are late Abdul Jabbar,
convener of the Bhopal Gas
Peedit Mahila  Udyog
Sangathan, an organisation
that worked to get justice for
gas victims and their families;
and Sikkim’s Tseten Lepcha of
NGO Affected Citizens of
Tensta. Nachiket Mor, former
country director (2015-2019),
Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, is also in the data-
base.

The five FIRs - 0066, 0067,
0068, 0069 and 0070 - lodged
at Dayalpur police station on
February 27:

M FIR 0066 says constable
Piyush spotted a suspect “hiding
behind a car at Nala Road
Brijpuriat3 pm. On noticing the
police party, the suspect turned
around and started walking
away quickly. When we stopped
him, he revealed his name and
address and on frisking him we
found a loaded desi katta in the

right pocket of his pant”.

M FIR 0067 says constable
Subhash found a suspect “hid-
ing behind a closed paan shop at
Chand Baghat 5.45 pm”. The rest
--on the accused trying to walk
away and police finding aloaded
desi katta -- matches verbatim
with the other four FIRs.

M FIR 0068 says constable
Deepak found a suspect “hiding
in a lane near Alsra Hotel Main
Road Babu Nagar around 6.15
pm”. The rest is the same.

M FIR 0069 says constable
Ashok of Dayalpur station spot-
ted a “suspect standing at Sanjay
Chowk Mustafabad at 8.55 pm”.
The rest is the same.

M FIR 0070 says constable
Chaman of Dayalpur police sta-
tion spotted a “suspect hiding
near Tukmirpur Government
School, Nehru Vihar, around 9.25
pm on February 27. After notic-
ing the police party, the sus-
pected person turned around
and started walking away

quickly. On suspicion, we
stopped him and he told his
name and address. On frisking
him, we found a loaded desi
katta in the right pocket of his
pant, which he said was being
carried by him to spread terror
among the people by firing bul-
lets”.

W Allfive FIRs say the accused
were found with one desi katta
and one live round each.

Asked about the identical
content, a senior police officer

New Delhi

from the Eastern Range said:
“During the riots, there were
many people who were carrying
illegal weapons. One of our po-
licemen, Rattan Lal, died be-
cause of firing and stone-pelting.
We sent teams to all areas to re-
cover weapons in order to pre-
vent misuse of illegal firearms
and consequent casualties. The
constables would go to a specific
spot and catch criminals who
were seen with illegal arms. The
language and content of the FIRs
are the same because, in all such
incidents, constables were sent
to the spots to nab suspects. To
put all this in the records, FIRs
were registered against the ac-
cused. Our district team has re-
covered 150 pistols till date.
Investigation is being conducted
on merit, and a final report will
be submitted to the courtindue
course. Police investigation is
subject to judicial scrutiny.”

Delhi riots

Detail Records (CDRs),” the offi-
cer said.

During their investigation,
the police claim to have found
that anti-CAA agitation sites
were created with the objective
to escalate the protests to the
level of riots. “We also found that
the main conspirators created
WhatsApp chat groups...when
the violence was going on, peo-
ple were sent to the site to su-
pervise,” the officer claimed.

“We have several pieces of
technical evidence, including
WhatsApp chats of February 24
when the violence was happen-
ing. At that point, the key con-
spirators were guiding their foot
soldiers in the area and were di-
rectly in touch with them. There
were around 25 protest sites,
and around 25 WhatsApp
groups were especially created
for each site. The impression was
given that they were anti-CAA
protest groups,” the officer
claimed.

“We have identified a
WhatsApp group called the
‘Delhi Protests Support Group
(DPSG).Thereisachatwherean
accused makes a clear reference
to a plan of road block (chakka
jam) and inciting violence. The
strategy was to block the road,
and confrontation with the law
enforcement agency was the
second step,” the officer claimed.

Apart from Hussain, Kalita
and Narwal, those named in the
chargesheet are: Khalid Saifi,
Ishrat Jahan, Gulfisha, Shafa ur
Rehman, Miran Haider, Safoora
Jargar, Asif Igbal Tanha, Shadab
Ahmed, Taslim Ahmed, Salim
Malik, Muhammad Salim Khan
and Athar Khan.

The police have also got the
sanction required under the
UAPA to proceed in the case.
“We have identified each group
that had a separate role in the
conspiracy. We have also identi-
fied three levels of conspirators:
top-level, middle-level and the
foot soldiers who were rioters.
Some of the WhatsApp chats
were deleted, but we recovered
most of them and submitted
them before the court as evi-
dence,” the officer said.

Pointing out that 53 people
had died, 583 were injured and
claims amounting to more than
Rs 20 crore had been filed in the
riots, Additional PRO (Delhi
Police) Anil Mittal said, “The
Special Cell took 195 days to
complete the first phase... ap-
proximately 75 electronic de-
vices have been seized. Based
upon scientific, documentary
and testimonial evidence, a to-
tal number of 15 accused have
now been chargesheeted out of
the 21 persons arrested so far.
The remaining six persons are
expected to be chargesheeted in
due course,” Mittal said.

RBI rules

banks should be the protection
of depositors’ interest, the
Governor said. “It is the deposi-
tors' money, there are crores of
depositors while borrowers

could beinlakhs...there are small
depositors, middle-class people,
retired persons who depend on
depositincome, their interest has
to be protected,” he said.

The economic recovery, Das
said, “is not yet fully entrenched,
and moreover, in some sectors,
upticks in June and July appear
to be levelling off”.

The RBI was “battle ready to
take whatever steps need to be
taken for the economy”, Das
said. The high-frequency indica-
tors of agricultural activity,
Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI) for manufacturing, and
private estimates for unemploy-
ment point to some stabilisation
of economic activity in Q2, while
contractions in several sectors
are easing as well, he said.

Afghan women

find its meaning only if we in-
clude all citizens and ensure
their voices are equally heard,”
she says.

Sarabi, 64, says she taught
girls and immigrant women in
Pakistani camps during the
Taliban regime after her own
daughter was stopped from at-
tending school.

"My daughter was in grade
5 when her schooling was
stopped. And it was for her ed-
ucation that I moved to
Pakistan. Today, she holds three
degrees from Germany, the US
and India, has worked for
Afghanistan’s Finance Ministry
and is now with the UN. This is
the girl the Taliban had
stopped,” says Sarabi, adding
that she returned to
Afghanistan after the Taliban
were ousted and set up a
school.

But having once headed the
Ministry of Women’s Affairs, she
knows that change is easier said
than done. “An all-male delega-
tion has come from their side.
Some of them do not even like
to talk to women. They have to
change. We can start from Islam.
They have wrongly interpreted
Islamic texts as anti-women. But
they cannot ignore us any more.
We are only three in number
here, but no aspect is discussed
without us," says Sarabi.

Sharifa Zurmati, former ad-
visor and spokesperson of the
Ministry of Women’s Affairs, ra-
dio journalist and broadcaster
from Paktia province, says they
won'tallow arepeat of the atroc-
ities under the Taliban.

"lam not alone in this strug-
gle. I can’t even speak English
but I am here to fight for our
women,” says the 52-year-old
who has studied Pashto litera-
ture. All the three women spoke
to The Indian Express in Pashto
and a translator helped tran-
scribe the interviews.

Says Zurmati: “The war has
killed many men but the worst
sufferers are the women. We
have to preserve what we have
achieved in the past two
decades. For Afghan women, ed-
ucation, employment and free-
dom in every aspect have been
hard-earned. We won't lose
what we have gained after so
much struggle. Our dream is a
durable ceasefire, and dignified
and sustainable peace, which is
about its people.”

Babri verdict

the Islamic structure was an
egregious violation of the rule of
law," the Supreme Court said.

After the demolition of the
Babri Masjid on December 6,
1992, two cases were filed in
Ayodhyain connection with the
case -- one of conspiracy for de-
molishing the mosque and the
another for instigating the
crowd to demolish the structure.
The trial in the conspiracy case
was held ina Lucknow courtand
the other -- on instigating the
crowd -- in Rae Bareli.

On April 19, 2017, the
Supreme Court ordered the
clubbing of the two cases and
asked for a day-to-day trial to be
conducted.
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ing the Delhi riots.

“Irealise that it is difficult, in-
deed impossible, to justify the li-
cence given to the three BJP stal-
warts I named — licence to rant,
rave and threaten those were
peacefully protesting perceived
wrongs. If the speakers were
Muslims or Leftists, the police
would have surely taken themin
for sedition,” wrote Ribeiro, who
was former Mumbai police com-
missioner, DGP Gujarat and

Court stays
order to
unlock

Markaz
residence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

A DELHI court Wednesday
stayed an order directing Delhi
Police to unlock the residential
portion of the Nizamuddin
Markaz, which was locked after
acase wasregistered against sev-
eral people who attended a reli-
gious congregation in violation
of Covid-19 guidelines in March.

Additional Sessions Judge
Sandeep Yadav passed the direc-
tion on a plea by Delhi Police,
which approached the sessions
courtagainst an order passed by
a magisterial court on
September 11. The magistrate
had directed police to inspect
the premises in five days and
hand over the keys of the resi-
dential portion of Nizamuddin
Markaz to the family of Tablighi
Jamaat chief Maulana Saad. The
time period was due to expire
on Wednesday.

The sessions court also is-
sued notice to Saad’s mother
Khalida, on whose application
the magisterial court passed the
order, and sought her response
to the police plea by October 8.

AnFIR was registered against
Saad and six others on March 31,
after thousands of people, in-
cluding foreign nationals, partic-
ipated in the Tablighi Jamaat
congregation at Nizamuddin
Markaz, with many of them test-
ing positive for Covid later.

On September 11, the court
had said every person, who is a
citizen of India, is entitled to the
right to life and liberty under the
Constitution and the right toac-
cess to residential property
would fall within one of the
sacrosanct rights.

Punjab, and former Indian
Ambassador to Romania.

He also said Shrivastava
“doubted the patriotism” of ac-
tivists Harsh Mander and DU
Professor Apoorvanand who he
had named as “true patriots”.
“Harsh and Apoorvanand are
Gandhians. I should have re-
membered that Gandhians
have lost favour with this

More importantly, I would not
prolong the UAPA case by arrest-
ing personsjustaday or two be-
fore the time limit expires for fil-
ing the chargesheet,” he wrote.
In his original open letter,
Ribeiro had said the Delhi Police
was taking action against
“peaceful protesters” while ig-
noring senior BJP leaders who
made provocative, communal
public speeches in the build-up
to the violence while “true patri-

tioned solely for the purpose of
clearing any doubt in the minds
of people questioning our probe,
that more than 410 FIRs were
registered on the complaints of
minority community. The other
community accounted for over
190 FIRs. The remaining were
registered on the basis of daily
diary entries,” he had written.

The Delhi Police did not re-
spond to the retired IPS officer’s
latest statement.

Civil rights activists say
protesters being ‘framed’

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

“IF YOU are watching this video,
it means [ have been arrested,”
said former JNU student Umar
Khalid in a video which was
recorded before his arrest under
the UAPA on Sunday. The 2-
minute-11-second video mes-
sage was played at the Press Club
of IndiaWednesday afternoon, on
a laptop connected to a micro-
phone, as civil rights activists held
a press conference raising ques-
tions on the Delhi Police probe.
“Through this video, Iwant to
send you all a message. The Delhi
Police in its investigation is not
catching the real perpetrators of
the riots... They haven’t been
questioned even once. On the
other hand, those who are criti-
cal of the government, especially
those protesting against CAA-
NRC, are being implicated in
false cases,” he said in the video.
Speakers at the press confer-
ence — senior advocate Prashant
Bhushan, former Planning
Commission member Syeda
Hameed, All India Progressive
Women’s Association general sec-
retary Kavita Krishnan, Former
Delhi University Teachers’
Association president Nandita
Narainand Pamela Philipose, sen-
ior fellow at the Indian Council of
Social Science Research — said the
“Delhi Police hasresorted toasin-
ister plan to brand, target, frame,
and arrest” anti-CAA protesters.
Former JNU Students’ Union
president Kanhaiya Kumar, who
was booked for alleged sedition
alongside Khalid in 2016, was also
supposed toattend the press con-
ference, but didn’t show up be-
cause he was occupied inameet-
ing. He, however, posted a
statement on Facebook in which
he criticised the arrest of Khalid
and Pinjra tod activists
Devangana Kalita and Natasha

Umar Khalid’s mother Sabiha Khanum at the Press Club on
Wednesday. Khalid was arrested on Sunday. Praveen Khanna

Narwal, and the naming of
Sitaram Yechury, Yogendra Yadav,
Jayati Ghosh and Rahul Roy inthe
supplementary chargesheet.

“...why have BJP leaders who
openly instigated riots not been
called for questioning and ar-
rested? Questions being raised
on the investigation in the Delhi
riots are inevitable as the aim is
not to ensure justice but to take
political revenge,” he said.

Bhushan spoke about BJP
leader Kapil Mishra and his “goli
maaro” slogans, and videos in
which police personnel were al-
legedly seen pelting stones dur-
ing the riots. “It’s a criminal con-
spiracy by Delhi Police to frame
innocent people protesting
peacefully against an unconstitu-
tional law, and those activists who
were supporting these peaceful
exemplary protests.It'sa conspir-
acy tolet off those against whom
unimpeachable evidence is avail-
able to show theirinvolvementin
these riots,” he said.

Hameed said the govern-
ment’s “objective” was to “target
Muslims and other marginalised,
deprived sections”. “Theideais to

finish off our composite culture.
We are running at a great speed
towards a theocratic state. Itis up
to us to decide now what kind of
acountry we want,” she said.
Krishnan expressed surprise
that the government didn’t have
arecord of migrant deaths during
the pandemic, but police had 11
lakh pages of evidence against
Khalid: “This shows this govern-
ment’s priority... Police is trying to
isolate us, get us to speak against
each other. [ want to tell them —
don’teven try. There are many dif-
ferences between us, but we
know none of us isa conspirator.”
The speakers demanded an
“immediate end to the outrageous
investigation”, “immediate re-
lease” of those arrested under
UAPA, and constitution of a “judi-
cial enquiry commission” to “en-
surejustice for the Delhi violence”.
Many at the protest were
holding placards and wearing
face masks which said “hum sab
(we are all)”, followed by the
name of someone arrested under
UAPA. Among them was Khalid’s
mother, who wore a face mask
saying *hum sab Umar Khalid'.

UP’s first detention centre for illegal
foreigners set to open in Ghaziabad

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, SEPTEMBER 16

UTTAR PRADESH’S first deten-
tion centre forillegal foreigners is
set to come up in Ghaziabad and
is likely to be operational by next
month. According to district
officials, a student hostel in
Nandgram has been converted
into an open jail for those found
violating visa norms by govern-
ment authorities.

“The property of the hostels
had been handed over to the ad-
ministration for building the de-
tention centre several years ago.
All those persons who are de-
clared illegal foreigners are likely
to be placed in this jail. The con-
struction inside the hostel is
complete and amenities have
been taken care of. Some work
onthe outside portionis still go-
ingon,” said Sanjay Vyas, District
Welfare Officer, Ghaziabad.

The Dr Ambedkar Hostel for
SC/ST Students was built be-
tween  2010-11 during
Mayawati's tenure as CM. The
hostel is situated close to the
Delhi-Meerut Highway, behind

Astudent hostel in Nandgram has been converted into the
centre, said officials

Rajkiya Inter College. Initially, stu-
dents from Western UP and ad-
joining areas took up accommo-
dation at the hostel. However,
demand for the hostel declined
and the property has been lying
vacant for the past five years.
According to officials, district
police will be involved with se-
curity of the detention centre as
well as investigation into alleged
violation of visa norms. The
District Welfare Committee will
be in-charge of running opera-
tions, a senior police officer said.
The complex has a steel gate

at the entrance, with a separate
walk-in entry. The boundary
wall of the main hostel premises
now has barbed wires across the
perimeter. A channel gate has
been built at the entrance of the
main building. CCTV cameras
will be placed at both entrances
of the premises.

Intermittent construction
work was being carried out but
was halted due to the pandemic,
said locals. Presently, the boys’
hostel section has been converted
and can hold approximately 100-
120 persons. Inside the centre,

there will be running water and
electricity supply with provisions
of bathrooms, said officials.

As of now, the maximum
number of detention centres, six,
are in Assam. The centres have
been built in accordance with
the MHA's guidelines for those
violating the Passport (Entry into
India) Act, 1987, and Foreigners
Act, 1946. In 2012, the Supreme
Court had observed that foreign
nationals who had completed
their sentence for violation be
shifted to detention centres till
the time they are deported.

Expert Committee constituted by
the Lt-Governor on Covid-19 to
convene a meeting on priority to
consider the extent to which the
capacity for RT-PCR testing
should be ramped up in the cap-
ital. The Delhi government later
in the day said in a statement it
willimplement the court’s order.
“We are of the firm view that
RT-PCR should be the way for-
ward,” the division bench of
Justices Hima Kohli and
Subramonium Prasad observed,
amid opposition from the Delhi
government to a proposed court
directionaskingit toincrease RT-
PCR testing instead of solely fo-
cusing on Rapid Antigen Tests
(RAT). The RT-PCR capacity of
Delhi is around 14,000 tests per
day as against the RAT capacity of
more than 50,000 per day.
Inresponse to the court obser-
vation that at least 50% of the to-
tal testing in Delhi should be RT-
PCR, Additional Standing Counsel

Testing underway at the Civic Centre, Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

Satyakam submitted there has to
be “some benchmark” and there
cannot be some “imaginary
benchmark” for Delhi. Satyakam
also submitted that Delhi’s test-
ing is the best today, adding that
the state was doing “maximum
testing” and it is not at number
one in the country as far as infec-
tions are concerned but at 10th.
The court observed, “Modesty
isnotyourvirtue. Inany case, say-
ingyou are best should come from
those who are residents of the city
and not from the state executive.
You are vying to be number one
when we hope you neverachieve
thatnumberin this competition.”

Two more hospitals
to tackle Covid cases

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

WITH THE number of cases ris-
ingin Delhi, the government has
partially converted two more of
its hospitals — Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Hospital and Baba
Sahab Ambedkar Hospital — into
Covid facilities.

Each hospital medical super-
intendent has been asked to set
aside 100 beds each and turn
them into Covid wards.

On Wednesday, the city
recorded 4,473 cases - the high-
esttilldate. As the city’s testing fig-
ures have gone up - over 62,000
people were tested on Tuesday —
so have the number of cases. The
overall positivity rate is around
10%, while the average positivity

rate over the past week hovers
around the 7% mark. Almost afifth
of the tests were conducted
through the RT-PCR method,
while the rest were done using
Rapid Antigen Test kits.

The total active casesin the city
have touched 30,914. Of these,
over 17,000 are under home iso-
lation and their healthis supposed
tobe tracked by district health of-
ficials every day. OnWednesday,
deaths of 33 Covid patients were
reported. The total case fatality
rate in Delhi so faris 2.1%.

With no restriction in move-
mentat borders and the increase
in cases in the city over the past
two weeks, hospital beds are
also filling up. Of the 1,235 beds
with ventilators, 62% are occu-
pied. Overall, out of the 14,576
beds, 7,722 are available.

The court added that Delhi
had managed to bring down
cases to below 1,000 per day and
it should achieve that again.

The division bench earlier ob-
served that testing through RAT
is resulting in several false nega-
tives, with asymptomatic pa-
tients walking around without
being aware about their status as
carriers of coronavirus. The court
said it was a matter of concern
that while RAT numbers have in-
creased, the same has not hap-
pened for RT-PCR testing. The
counsel representing Delhi sub-
mitted that RAT numbers may be
going updue toanincreaseinthe

negatives it can throw
up. ICMR guidelines say
those with symptoms
who test negative
through RAT must be
retested via RT PCR. This
has proved to be difficult
toimplement. Only 0.8%
of over 7 lakh who tested
negative through RAT in
Delhi have been retested
through RT PCR so far.

number of containment zones
and that such numbers will be
higher because there is no scruti-
nised criteria for testing under
RAT strategy like RT-PCR. It was
also submitted that Delhi’s capac-
ity for RT-PCR is limited.

The division bench said both
mohalla clinics and community
centres be roped in for setting up
facilities for Covid testing, partic-
ularly when the number of cases
are “shooting up” onadaily basis.

Willing to plan rehab
of slum dwellers: Govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

DELHI URBAN Development
Minister Satyendar Jain wrote to
Union Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal on Wednesday conveying
willingness to formulatea plan to
rehabilitate those living in the
48,000 jhuggis along railway
tracks, which have to be evacu-
ated as per Supreme Court orders.

Slum dwellers have to be re-
habilitated before their houses
are demolished, and alternate
housing has to ideally be within
5 kilometres of the jhuggi. The
Delhi government will have to
workin tandem with the Centre
as the land near railway tracks
comes under the jurisdiction of
Northern Railway.

“Adetailed plan has to be cre-
ated to find out where every
slum s to be rebuilt. We will co-
operate fully with you in formu-
lating these policies, and the
Delhi government can make
these plans and give it to you if
you need it,” Jain wrote.

He also said that BJP and AAP
have both promised slum dwellers
permanent homes in the past.
Delhi government has already
built houses under Jawaharlal
Nehru National Urban Renewal
Mission where jhuggi dwellerscan
be rehabilitated but most of these
are in the outskirts of Delhi.

He proposed that those
whose jhuggis do not have va-
cant land around them can be
shifted to the existing houses in
areas such as Bhorgarh,
Bhalaswa, Bawana and Ghogha.
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‘Decide bail
pleaof Jamia
student
expeditiously’

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Wednesday di-
rected the trial court to
consider afresh the bail
application of Jamia Millia
Islamia student Asif Iqbal
Tanha in the UAPA case
registered against him
and others by Delhi Police,
and decide the applica-
tion, in case it is filed, ex-
peditiously, preferably

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

PRIVATE SCHOOLS in the city
have started reaching out to par-
ents of senior students to assess
how many of them would be
willing to send their children to
school to seek guidance from
their teachers, as permitted by the

within two weeks. Union Health Ministry, from
September 21.

According to guidelines,

ConStabIeS schools outside containment

zones will be allowed to reopen

tra nSferred from September 21 for students

New Delhi: A Delhi Police of Classes 9to 12. The attendance

head constable and con- is to be voluntary, only for the

stable have been trans-
ferred after they allegedly
slapped a man for not
wearingafacemask while
he was sitting alone in his
carin Lajpat Nagar earlier

purpose of extra guidance while
online classes continue.

In preparation for this, schools
are now trying to assess how
many parents will be willing to be
partof this. "We have formulated

this month. aconsent formand sent it to par-
ents through our PTA representa-
Rl d ge tives and signatures of both par-
ents will be required. The Health
panel meet Department has provided us with

postponed

New Delhi: A meeting
slated for Friday of the
Ridge  Management
Board, a committee
formed wunder the
Supreme Court’s direction
to preserve Delhi’s Ridge,
has been postponed until
appointment of twoinde-
pendent members.

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

DELHI ENVIRONMENT minister
Gopal Rai has asked the forest de-
partment to stop giving tree
felling permission for projects in
the city until further orders, The
Indian Express has learnt.

In a letter sent last week, Rai

Man pushed
todeath

New Delhi: A 60-year-old

man was allegedly asked the department to give de-
pushed to his death by tails of how many trees have been
his neighbours from a felled in the city over the past two
building’s third floor in years,and compensatory planta-
Shahdara’s  Vishwas tion done for the trees felled. The

Nagar, following a dis-
pute. Police said one man
has been arrested. ENS

letter, which was confirmed by
two officials, states, “No permis-
sion of felling of trees will be is-
sued until further orders.”

guidelines which will be kept in
mind, but at the micro-level
schools will also create their own
SOPs depending on the number
of students we are likely to see ac-
cording to parental response,”
said The Indian School principal
TaniaJoshi.

The SOP issued by the health
department includes precautions
such as sanitising all work areas
in the schools with 1% sodium
hypochlorite solution, staggered
reporting of students to school,
hand sanitiser and thermal
screening at all entry points,
markings on floors to ensure
physical distancing and prohibi-
tion of sharing of items.

However, Jyoti Bose, principal
Springdales School Dhaula Kuan,
said the confidence of parents
will be the most crucial part of the
re-opening process. “We can have
everything in place according to
the SOP, but for now everything
depends on the response we get.
Atthe moment, most parentsare
petrified, especially looking at the
number of cases in the past week.

The direction comes atatime
when the forest department has
had run-ins with the DMRC and
Indian Army, over projects in the
city. A proposal to cut 17,000 trees
for Delhi’s third ring road being
developed by NHAI has alsobeen
made in a draft environmental
impact assessment report sub-
mitted to the DPCC.

An official from Rai’s office
told The Indian Express the gov-
ernment does not wish to stop
development projects in the city.
“Environmental issues are sensi-
tive and we take them seriously.
All (tree cutting) applications
must be deeply examined and fi-
nal approval must come from the
Minister’s level,” said the official.

Once schools reopen,
attendance will be voluntary
and only for extra guidance
while online classes continue

Classes are going excellently on-
line, students are having their
doubts cleared by teachers on
Microsoft Teams. So it's for par-
ents to decide whether they feel
it's necessary to be physically
present in school and we will pre-
pare accordingly,” she said.

Even as schools try to assess
demand from the side of the par-
ents, aset of schools have already
formulated a detailed 48-page
SOP to prepare for eventual re-
opening for all grades, from 1 to

No nod to cut trees for projects in
city until further orders, says Rai

Until now, the forest depart-
ment has been seeking the
Minister’s approval for projects
which are spread over 1 hectare
area, before granting permission
to cut trees. While the official did
notdeny suchaletter was sent, he
said there should be no “immedi-
ateapproval” of tree cutting appli-
cations: “It's not like we have not
been giving approvals for projects.
In fact, two approvals were given
Tuesday... There should be deep
monitoring of applications.”

Agovernment official said the
sudden stoppage of granting tree
felling permission could cause a
rise in illegal felling: “If people
take law in their own hands, it will
be very difficult to tackle it.”

FROM SEPT 21, OPTION TO OPEN FOR CLASSES IX-XII

Allowed to reopen, pvt schools seek
parents’ guidance for the way ahead

12.Formulated by a committee of
principals of Indraprastha
International School Dwarka,
Mount Abu Public School Rohini,
Venkateshwar Global School
Rohini, DAV Public School
Pushpanjali Enclave, and Dev
Samaj Modern School Sukhdev
Vihar, the SOP covers details on
diverse areas including planning,
infrastructure upgradation, trans-
portation, sports and recreation
management, and medical emer-
gencies.

"Since schools will eventually
have tore-open and the only way
is to take complete precautions,
we framed these guidelines to
prepare ourselves early sowe can
be fully geared when the time
comes. We are trying our best to
prepare not just schools but
everyone involved in the process,
including parents, since we need
to build their level of confidence.
Any school which wants to pre-
pareand need a point of reference
can draw from it," said S K
Bhattacharya, President of Action
Committee  of  Unaided

Recognised Private Schools,an as-
sociation of 400 private schools
under which the SOP has been
created.

The SOPincludes training ses-
sions for all stakeholders, teach-
ing and administrative staff, se-
curity staff, transportation staff,
students and parents; prominent
signages throughout the school
complexes reminding students to
maintain precautions; no visitors
in school premises, 3-4 square
metres distance in classrooms;
lunch-boxes to be brought from
home and eatenatdesks; 2-3 stu-
dentsinthe washroomatatime;
different gates for entry and exit
for students travelling to schools
through different means to
spread them out. It also includes
precautions on school buses in-
cluding 20-25 children only ona
55 seater bus, marking seats with
tape to prevent children fromsit-
ting close to each other, wiping
the bus after each run, thermal
screening before entry, tissues
and hand sanitiser in the buses,
and leaving windows open.

Delhi Metro’s Phase
IV to get ‘Silver’ line

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

'SILVER' WILL be the colour code
of Delhi Metro's Tughlakabad-
Aerocity corridor being built un-
derthe Phase IV project."Theline
number and colour code of the
three priority corridors of Phase-
IV have been assigned.
Tughlakabad - Aerocity (line 10)
will be Silver Line, Majlis Park -
Maujpur (line 7) is Pink Line
Extension & Janakpuri West - RK
Ashram (line 8) is Magenta Line
Extension,” DMRCsaid in a state-
ment.

All existing corridors of the
Metro network are identified by

different colours. DMRC had de-
cided to colour code its corridors
to help commuters remember
the routes easily. Accordingly, Line
1 is coded Red, Line 2 Yellow,
Lines 3/4 Blue, Line 5 Green, Line
6 Violet, Line 7 Pink, Line 8
Magenta and Line 9 Grey and
Airport Express Line Orange.

The lines built under Phase I
were all coded using names of
primary colours - Red, Blue and
Yellow - while secondary colours
were used to name Phase II cor-
ridors. In case of phase I, tertiary
colours (mix of primary and sec-
ondary colours) were used.

DMRC MD Mangu Singh ap-
proved the new colour on
Wednesday.
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Tender Notice

Sisodia alleges fund
misuse in 6 colleges,
they deny charge

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister Manish
Sisodia alleged “huge misappro-
priation in accounts” of six gov-
ernment-funded Delhi University
colleges, accusing them of not
paying salaries to teachers despite
having funds due to corruption
and political scores. However,
principals of these colleges and
teachers’ associations said the
funds Sisodia referred to are part
of accounts which cannot be used
for paying salaries.

Staff members of 12 DU col-
leges funded by the Delhi govern-
ment have not been paid for the
last few months — some since
May or June. While the govern-
ment said it has released 23% of
this year’s funds, the 12 colleges
have been struggling to pay staff
as well as bills, which they said is
because of fund shortage.

On Wednesday, Sisodia al-
leged that preliminary observa-
tions of an independent audit ini-
tiated by the Delhi government of
six colleges indicate misappropri-
ation of funds. “The colleges have
been screaming they don’t have
funds and creating noise about
the Delhi government not releas-
ing it. In preliminary observa-
tions, it has come to fore that
these colleges have kept funds in
fixed deposits in an illegal man-
ner. They are not paying salaries;
the university and college admin-
istrations are doing politics to-
gether. They have crores with
them but are not paying teachers’
salaries despite that,” he stated.

He alleged auditors found that
Keshav Mahavidyalaya has Rs
10.52 croreinitsaccount: “Ifithas
Rs 10 crore, why is it not paying
teachers? What does it want to
dowith this money? Does it want
to spend it on bungalows, cars,
luxuries? After we increased the
salary grant by 3 times in 5 years,
you have this money in account
butyou're not paying salaries and
are trying todo politics. Thisis un-
acceptable... criminal,” he said.
He also alleged Bhagini Nivedita
College had a balance of Rs 2.5
crore at the end of 2019-2020;
Deen Dayal Upadhyay College has

Sisodia alleged this was part
of preliminary observations
of an independent audit of
the six colleges

Rs.6.5 crore balance; and Shaheed
Sukhdev College of Business
Studies Rs. 3.5 crore in their bal-
ance sheet in 2018-2019 and Rs
10.45 crore in fixed deposits.
The summaries in the prelim-
inary observation report are of
Students Society Funds Account,
which principals of the colleges
concerned said is not used for
salary payment. “How canI make
use of funds in one account for
payments which are to be made
fromanother account? The grant-
in-aid is the only account meant
for salary purposes. Iflhad Rs 6.5
crore thatI could use, why would
Inot pay my staff formonths and
receive notices from telecomand
electricity suppliers for not being
able to pay bills?” said DDU col-
lege principal Hem Chand Jain.
Shaheed Sukhdev College of
Business Studies principal
Poonam Vermasaid the targeting
of the six colleges is political in na-
ture. The Delhi government, the
colleges and the DU administra-
tion have been caught in a tussle
over the constitution of govern-
ing bodies in these colleges for a
long time. “... Student Society
Fund s collected for very specific
purposes; itis a basic accounting
principle that funds raised for one
purpose cannot be used for an-
other... In my college, we had
democratically elected Kavita
Sharma - former principal of
Hindu College and former V-C of
South Asian University - as gov-
erning body chairperson. The
Delhi government has been up-
setits candidate was not selected.
... lam very agitated because
these charges are affecting the fu-
ture of my students,” she said.

MARTYRS OF 201 COBRA Email: rj_acejo@nic.in Fabrication, supply, installation & commissioning of rain water
No. ACE-I/PHE/JU/Distt cr/2020-21/5195-5203 Date 9.9.2020 Name of work |arrestor for roof in LHB t'yp.e.A'C coaches (Ist AC, Il AC, Chair NORTHERN RAILWAY
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR WORKS car& Pantry Car) of Delhi Division. NOTICE INVITING TENDER
F o - Online tender are hereby invited in two envelop system, on behalf of the Hon’ble Governer of Tender No. 30-Elect-1TR-Chg-2020-21 Name of work and its location | 30-Elect-23-T-2020-21-E3
A ke = Rajasthan for the following works from eligible enlisted contractor / firm as per rules. Details of this A tof
g - tender notification and pre qualification criteria can also be seen in NIT exhibited on web site PProx cost ol Rs.31,59,000/- Hiring and operating of multi utility road vehicle type
o \r:‘vwvy/./dlgr.ra a;th?‘n.gov.lr!, http,sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, in electronic format on website the work in (Rs.) 207 (One MT) 4/6 seater - four doors for (Round the
= | ..": T:e -c:strztf:.tr:n?d:r :gg:u:::t. RISL fee & earnest money as specified in detailed NIT, must be Cost of tender form Rs.3.5401 Clock) accident breakdown, regular maintenance,
i -y AR -\.:I'u P deposited online through singie challan on web portal “hti/pllegrgss.ra'.nic.in” in budgét head of | |Address of the office| Sr. Divl. Elect. Engineer/Chg/Northern Railway, New Delhi. derailment etcfor three years.
SH. gﬂlﬁ‘gaR:gJAN %l-'LAFL{JARKAESSI;i };Fé Sl/GDv?;LFJ{?/mL KR. aCC':IU:l as specified in detailt‘e; Nll(Tb - S Earnest Money Rs.63,200/- Approx cost of the works in Rs. 14.43lacs
, . ork Description stimate nique bid no Period of completion - — - -
(Police Medal for (Police Medal for (Police Medal for No. (I;:i,a(::)_ (UBN No) of workp 04 Months Address of the office Sr. Divil Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi.
Gallantry) Gallantry) Gallantry) . _ - Earnest Money Rs. 28900.00
16/20-21 |Operation & Maintenance on Contract Basis of RWSS| 269.43 |PHE2021WSOBO Last date & time of - —
RGLC to Indroka-Manaklao- Daijar- Banar (for 40 41 submission 12.10.2020, 15.00 hrs Date & time of submission 12.10.2020, 12:00 Hrs.
villages) upto VTC, Including Raw Water Intake, Raw of tender of tender
Water Transmission Pipe Line, RWR, Water Treatment - N N
Plant, Raw & Clear water Pumping Station, Transmission And opening 12.10.2020. 15.01 hrs Opening of tender 12.10.2020, 12:00 Hrs
| .-" and Cluster Distribution System District, Jodhpur of tender R Website & notice board www.ireps.gov.in & Sr. Divl. Elect. Engineer/
. L B SAVE WATER-SAVE LIFE Sd/- Website & www.ireps.gov.in & Sr. DEE/Chg/DLI General, New Delhi.
.- Addl. Chief Engineer notice board 2013/2020 2011/20
) b o L DIPR/C/7352/20 PHED Region-l, Jodhpur Serving Customers With A Smile SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
HC/GD LALIT CT/GD UDAY KR. CT/GD MANOHAR
KUMAR YADAV LAL CHANDRA (c]e) MENT OF INDIA DEVELOPMENT & PANCHAYAT DEPARTMENT
(Police Medal for (Police Medal for (Police Medal for : DEPART OF ATOMIC ENERGY BLOCK SONIPAT, DISTT. SONIPAT
Gallantry) Gallantry) Gallantry) -] ATOMIC MINERALS DIREC TE FOR EXPLORATION AND RESEARCH NOTICE FOR INVITING E-QUOTATIONS
Martyrs of 201 COBRA, CRPF made supreme sacrifice during a

1-10-153/156, BE

MPET, HYDERABAD - 500016

The Governor of Haryana is inviting the bids from eligibile bidders through online bids in the website

search and destroy operation in the area of Vill- Singhanmadgu, BRIEF E-TENDER NOTICE https://etenders.hry.nic.in for the works detailed in the table.
Gachhanpalli, U/Ps- Chintagupha, Distt- Sukma, Chhattisgarh on NIT NO.:AMD/CD/WR/CORE/2019-20/T-(177-178), DATE: 09.09.2020 Sr.[ Nameof | Nameof | StartDate & | Tender Fees | Earnest | Website | Nodal Officer/
1?th September 2009 in a true act 'of valpur. The brave soldiers The Director, (AMD), Begumpet, Hyderabad invites for and on behalf of the President of India, sealed No. | Department Work P‘:’;m:r:tfigr;d& & E;:Sezrsvnce I:')vtleor;es‘i/t Contact Details
will always be remembered for their patriotism and courage. To tenders in two parts (TECHNICAL & COMMERCIAL) from eligible Core Drilling contractors, for the following 5 paratio p
X o : . ubmission Money
these brave martyrs we pledge that we shall always be guided by Drilling works in Rajasthan.
their immortal spirit and do their name proud. E J E ¢ Lzstt_Datef Date and Period of 1. | Development| Inviting the From Rs. 5000/-+ Rs. https://ete Block
stimate arnes and time o Time of ¢ & Panchayat | Quotations for 17.09.2020 1180/- 25000/- | nders.hry. Development
IG & All Ranks of COBRA Item grender No & jobvalue | Money | Submission | opening of | COmPpletion Fixing the rates| 10.00 Hrs. | Rs.6180/- nic.in & Panchayat
cope of Wol (in Lakhs INR)| (in INR) of Online Part| in Months of Building Officer,
N N Tender Material Sonipat
HET oeq NI, T WHIEA 9T ehieT 1 |AMD/CD/WR/JAHAZ-(N)/|  244.00 4,88,000/- | 07-10-2020 | 15-10-2020 12 " . . .
wHih: faferer/01,2020-21/4768 fe: 31.08.2020 CORE/2019-20/T-177 at 17:00 hrs. |at 15:00 hrs.| (TWELVE) NOTE: Rs. 1180/- for e-servicing fees excluding of tender fees will be charged as per Govt. Instructions. For
qw 7.000 metr re drilling in further details and e-Tendering schedule visit website https://etenders.hry.nic.in
! Sahas 0 TERMS & CONDITIONS
FEEE i Fiferar + 21 s 3 North of Jahaz main Block, :
i 3 i 603 20.05.2020 b T T T 01 i 2020°21 @ %4' Jhunjhunu District, Rajasthan l. The undersigned reserve the right to reject a tender or all the tenders without assigning any reason.
araferd ol # fifer th ™ e A, dve whe, fre it J » )
eproc.rajasthan gov.in S ' A with borehole depth varying ii.  In case, the day of opening of tenders. Happens to be holiday, the tenders will be opened on the next
AT S L, A ST A ot e e e o st ¥ from 700 to 900 metre. working day.
% | ffer sgaR vt seie & @ faiw v @ Wit femter et W 2 [AMD/CD/WR/UMRA/ 306.00 6,12,000/- | 07-10-2020 | 15-10-2020 13 !ii. The timg ar_wd place of receipt of tenders and other condjtions will remain unchang_ed.
. (g8 ¥ i) CORE/2019-20/T-178 | at 17:00 hrs. [at 15:30 hrs.[(THIRTEEN) iv. ~ The Societies shall produce an attested copy of resolution of the cooperative society duly attested from
1 [T steie F L 04.09.2020 T 16,00 T A% |fR. 05.10.2020 TF Time 16.00 Hour 10,000 metre core dri drilling in the competent authority of cooperative department for issuance/participation in the tenders.
> [T T, e v e e e S 7 e |, 05.10.2020 7% Time 16.00 Hour Umra area, Udaipur District, V. The tender without earnest money and fees will not be opened.
I FE 04.09.2020 T WA 16.00 T A Rajasthan  with  borehole vi.  In case of any dispute, the Jurisdiction of Court will be at Sonipat.
3 |ffere @em # R. 04.09.2020 T 16.30 T A . 05.10.2020 7% Time 16.00 Hour depth varying from 400 to vii.  All material will be arranged by the Contractor/Society itself.
600 metre. yiii. For other terms & conditjons, see the'tend.er form.' . .
&1 9 A T Bg-_{{ Detailed tender notice along with other documents are available on website: <www.tenderwizard.com/DAE> X, B‘g iﬁi?,urgﬁlgt gf)rcgﬁ:gae”:%??/a?fiorzzt:i?easl ‘gf'l'S%";ig:'fé%éie;iggpggZF:aqtraCtor/ Firms. All the rates should
(Tsfr ) Detailed NIT is also available on website <www.amd.gov.in> for view only. For further clarification, please ) . ) . : : :
E:}:}./\Cv/l;zl);(;:;xLonoosss e s contact: 040-27776342/27776335/27776387. X.  The entire corrigendum if needed at all will be put online only. Sal-
ST S <, e BDPO Sonipat, Distt. Sonipat.

82812/HRY

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU - PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
) BUILDING ORGANIZATION - OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, PWD.,
= BUILDINGS (CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE, SALEM - 7.

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

=4 INVITATION OF BIDS - TWO COVER - ITEMWAR TENDER SYSTEM PRE-QUALIFICATION APPLICATION AND PRICE TENDER - FORM OF CONTRACT :LUMPSUM (TWO COVER SYSTEM) OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PHE, GROUND WATER DIVISION,
). -, H .09..
IFB No. F.Sivagangai CWSS /DO |/ CW /2020 /Dt : 16.09.2020 For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, the Superintending Engineer, PWD, Buildings (Construction and Maintenance) Circle, Salem - 7 invites tender for BAGH ALI MARDAAN NOWSHERA, SRINAGAR KASHMIR
the following work, at his office upto 3.00P.M. on 09.10.2020 in two sealed covers containing (i) Qualification details and EMD in a separate inner cover and (i) Price Tender Gist Of e'Tender
i etent fi .
Fund Loan under NABARD NIDA (Year 2020-21 to 2022-23) & State Share (under MNP) BN U S S b s o M AN o s i LA o
Engnee, PWD, Bulding (CAM) Cicl, Salom-, fom 21.09 2020t G310,2020 upto .45 pm. Th lencers resived il b open a1 330 P on 031,202, n e NIT No: PHE/GWDS 26 of 09/2020 Dated: .09.2020
Eligibility Registered Class | Bidders p ofthet their ntatives who choose tob atthattime. ' For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited in 02 Cover System
Approximate value of | Amount of Earnest ) i i i i i i i -
Tonder Invites | The Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, No.1/1,Sambakulam, Ganesh Nagar, Mattuthavani, | | S: Name of Wor worncluding GST. | Money Depost | Lol Ig;sC:S”’S)‘;;‘f;':régtraoi%“;i‘\'lzf:] tube well at the following location/site from registered water well drilers/contrac
Madurai - 625 007 (Rs. In Lakhs) in Rupees .
22.09.2020 to 21.10.2020 up to 17.45 hours at Ofo the Executive Engineer, TWAD 1. | onstruction o frs oo buiing,retaring wal approach oad, garage. cyceched, paemenl Sr. Site Costof | Cost of | Estimated | Time of | Validity | Programme
. Lo : . " ’ 515.00 2,68,000- 9 Month .
Sale of Bid& Board, RWS Division, Sivagangai, Tamilnadu by cash or by Demand Draft Rs.1000 + K::‘n;ﬁ:‘:r&aan,f‘;::;:\n[;:]:ctmmpm" ko he Govemment indusirl Traning insiute 2t onths No. Tender EMD Cost Completion of
Place of Sale GST_ in favour_of Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, RWS Division, Sivagangai payable Contracior dass Registered in Class | i State level | This Circle lovel (Rs.75.00 lakhs and above) Document Rates
at Sivagangai. EMD to be credited The Executive Engineer, PW.D., Buildings (C&M) Division, Namakkal 1. | Construction of Production Tube Well Putshahi Rs. Rs. Rs. 30 180 Languishing
Downloading . . Cost of tender schedule Document cost : Rs.15000/- (+) G.8.T. 12% : Rs.1800/- Degree College, District Bandipora. 1000/~ 32000/- | 16.00 Lacs Days Days
website (Free of cost) at www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.twadboard.tn.gov.in. Tender documents, are available in the following website and can also be downloaded at free of cost www.tenders.tn.gov.in. Any other details can be had from the
Office of th Engineer, PWD, Buildings (Construction and Maintenance) Circle, Salem - 636 007, during working hours. Any changes in tender condition will also Position of Funds: Available.
. : : be published in website www.tenders.tn.gov.in. Superintending Engineer, PW.D., (ilc) T TSR ST
Pre Bid meeting | 12.10.2020 at 11.00 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee DIPR! 3472 /TENDERI2020 Buildings (C&M) Eircle, Salom.7. Critical Dates / Information.
Bid Submission 23.10.2020 before 15.00 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee in person or through 1 Publishing Date 16-09-2020

Save Rain Water

post. This office will not be held responsible for postal delay, if any. Avoid Plastic Create Rain Water Harvesting Structure

= = = = = 2 Period of Downloading of Bids 16-09-2020 (12:00 PM.) to 22-09-2020 (6:00 P.M.)
- - ) AT
Bid opening 23.10.2020 at 15.30 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee # Ty, ; Tlruch'El:‘ll;ngNpoaTlllE S|t1y1 9c/222r0p222r1at|on 3 Period of Submission of bids 16-09-2020 (12:00 PM.) to 22-09-2020 (6:00 P.M.)
Approximate value Bid e o : - ; 0o :
,\?" Name of work of work (Rs.in Crore | security The tenderers willing to submit tenders for Establishing Education cum Entertainment Park 4 Date of openlln‘g of Tende.r. - - 24-09-2020 at (10:00 AM.) — -
0- including GST) (Rs.in lakh) in CV Raman STEM Park at Panjakarai to cover various Science, Technology, Engineering and 5 Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer JAL SHAKTI PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar.
Mathematics concepts in Tiruchirappalli City Corporation valuing at the cost of Rs. 1490.00 Lakhs 6 Document Cost: Rs 1000/= (One thousand only) (Non-Refundable) in the shape of Treasury Challan/

CWSS to 3 Municipalities, 8 TP and 2452 Rural Habitations in Sivagangai District with river Cauvery

as source including maintenance for a period of 5 years, (Period of completion - 24 months) to be executed under the Tiruchirappalli Smart City Mission are requested to submit tenders

A ) A Receipt Deposited to Account Head 0215 in favour of Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Department PHE
through E-Tendering procedure in http://tntenders.gov.in as well as through sealed hard copy

Ground Water Division Srinagar (at Saddar Treasury Srinagar) on account of (The firm shall specify

1| Package — | — Head Works, Transmission Main — | and allied works 226.00 115.00 on or before 3.00 p.m. of 21.10.2020, which will be downloaded and opened at 94.00 p-m.in the the name of work for which apply)
same day. Tender documents may be downloaded free of cost in the website 7 E M i tsh in Gistof NIT inst each well tender in the sh CDR/FDR
5 | Package — Il - Transmission Main — I, Thenammal patti Master 378.00 190.00 http://tntenders.gov.in from 10.00 a.m. of 18.09.2020 upto 3.00 p.m. of 20.10.2020. If the date e o, e o Il Shaktl PHE Grousd Water Bivision Srinaaar 100011
Storage Tank and allied works of receipt of tender happens to be holiday, then tenders will be received in the succeeding working pledged to Executive Engineer Jal Shaxi round Water Division sSrinagar :
3 | Package — Il - Gravity Feeder Main - | and allied works 400.00 200.00 day atthe same t'm.e andvenue. . . . i i X 8 Bid Validity Period: 180 Days
Further details may be obtained from the Engineering Section, Main office of the
4 | Package IV - Gravity Feeder Main - Il and allied works 356.00 180.00 Tiruchirappalli City Corporation during working hours on working days. No.: PHE/GWD/ Sdl-
Chief Engineer (i/c), Tender Conditions are available in the above said website. COMMISSIONER Dated: 00.09.2020 Executive Engineer,
TWAD Board, Madurai TIRUCHIRAPPALLI CITY CORPORATION DIPK-5769 PHE Ground Water Division, Srinagar

PUSSEIERIENNPIYIR SAVE WATER, CONSERVE WATER, EVERY DROP COUNTS

(E1/5791/2020(Main) DIPR / 3455/ TENDER / 2020
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MP govt using
benefits scheme
to sway bypoll
voters: Tankha

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 16

CONGRESS RAJYA Sabha MP
Vivek Tankha has accused the
Madhya Pradesh government of
violating the electoral code of
conduct by announcing a week-
long calendar of welfare pro-
grammes ahead of the crucial
bypolls in the state.

The Gareeb Kalyan Saptah,
from 17 to 23 September, will see
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan inaugurate 601 new
anganwadis, add lakhs of bene-
ficiaries to the Public
Distribution System and pass on
various kinds of benefits to the
people.

Tankha wrote to the Election
Commission saying the un-
scheduled programme was
aimed at exploiting the govern-
ment machinery to influence
voters ahead of the bypolls to 27
seats.

He urged the poll body to re-
strain the ruling BJP in order to
conduct free and fair elections.

Tankha claimed in his letter
that Collectors and Divisional
Commissioner across the state
have beeninstructed to organise
the programs under the ‘Gareeb
Kalyan Saptah’ banner “under
which crores of rupees are ex-
pected to be transferred to vot-
ers and BJP workers with the in-
tent to induce, gratify and cast
undue influence on voters just
before the elections”.

The Kamal Nath-led
Congress government in the
state had lost power after MLAs
led by Jyotiraditya Scindia
switched over to the BJP.

The bypolls will be held
around November.

LJP TO DECIDE ON NDA STINT AT ALATER DATE

‘Afghanistan’s obligation to
ensure world not threatened’

ON HIS first visit to India after the
intra-Afghan talks began in
Doha, the US special envoy on
Afghanistan reconciliation,
ZALMAY KHALILZAD, tells
SHUBHAJIT ROY that India’s
participation signalled that it
supported intra-Afghan negoti-
ations for peace. Excerpts:

How was your conversation
with External Affairs Minister
SJaishankar and NSA Ajit
Doval?

The conversation was good. I
have known both of them for
some time. Afghan negotiations
for peace have just started. The
requirement is what we and
other outside powers and re-
gional players can do to encour-
age the parties to come to an
agreement and then with the
implementation of the agree-
ment. We also talked about the
need for a broadly supported
peace agreement among
Afghans. It was a good meeting.

Jaishankar participated in
the ceremony of the start of
the negotiations Saturday.
How do you see that?

Minister Jaishankar partici-
pated in(the) opening ceremony
and there was an Indian delega-
tion in Doha. As I said before,
support for peace not only
means agreement among
Afghans, but also (support from)
regional and global powers. So,
we welcome India’s support for
peace in Afghanistan.

Have you seen an evolution in
India's position when it
comes to engaging with the
Taliban?

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

WITH
ZALMAY
KHALILZAD
US SPECIAL ENVOY ON
AFGHANISTAN
RECONCILIATION

We did not discuss the issue
of Indian engagement with the
Taliban.

Do you think India is moving
towards engaging with the
Taliban?

Well, I think India’s participa-
tion in the inauguration is anin-
dication that it supports intra-
Afghan negotiations for peace.
India recognises the negotiations
that not only the Afghans have a
role to play in this—which is the
primary role—but also the re-
gional powers and the broader
international community is af-
fected by the conflict in
Afghanistan. Itis affected by the
outcome of this conflict, but also
contributes most to reaching an

Chirag meets Nadda, bats for BJP
fighting ‘more seats’ than JDU

11 DECISION
'7) 2020

BIHAR

DIPANKAR GHOSE &
SANTOSH SINGH
NEW DELHI, PATNA, SEPT 16

EVEN AS uncertainty continues
in the relationship between LJP
and JD(U), and the decision on
whether the former will contest
the Bihar Assembly elections as
part of NDA, party president
Chirag Paswan held a meeting
with BJP chief ] P Nadda late
Tuesday night.

Paswan communicated this
to party leaders at a meeting of
LJP MPs, both present and past,
onWednesday. Sources said that
he urged the BJP to contest more
seats thanJD(U)in the Bihar polls.

Paswan has also written to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
informing him of the political sit-
uation in the state, and the os-
tensible  anti-incumbency
against the JD(U) government of
Nitish Kumar, sources said.

Chirag Paswanand JP
Nadda met late Tuesday
night. File/PTI

would discuss a vision docu-
ment of “Bihar First, Bihari First”
at the next meeting. “The party
has authorised Chirag Paswan to
take a final decision on NDA al-
liance at the LJP central
Parliamentary board meet,
which would take place after our
next meeting.”

In a statement issued after
Wednesday's meeting, the party
said, “Chirag Paswan congratu-
lated all members about steps
taken by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for Bihar. He in-
formed about a meeting with
the national president of BJP late
last night, as well as a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.”

About Paswan’s meeting with
Nadda, a senior leader told The
Indian Express: “He reiterated the

said that in the current climate
JD(U) should compromise on
seats. This was also the crux of his
letter to the PM.”

The LJP has continued to
show support for BJP, but has in-
cessantly slammed its Bihar al-
liance partner JD(U). On
Wednesday's meeting, aresolu-
tion was passed welcoming a
comment from JD(U) leader KC
Tyagi, who has said that his party
has no alliance with LP.

Tyagi told The Indian
Express: “Whatever Chirag
Paswan is saying is against basic
spirit of coalition. We have per-
fect understanding with BJP. 1
still maintain that we never had
an alliance with LJP. It is just poll
posturing (by LJP).”

A senior LJP leader said, “At
today's meeting, all feedback
from the ground was of anti-in-
cumbency (in Bihar). Other par-
ties have started hitting the
ground, and the LJP must, too.
While we will still wait for a
word from BJP, a decision will be
taken latest by September 25.”

agreement and the implemen-
tation of that agreement and
sustaining whatever peace
agreement is made by economic
assistance, investment, trade.
This is very welcome and very
positive. We were very pleased.

What about India’s concerns
on terrorism that emanates
out of Pakistan that may
affect Indian interests in
Afghanistan and beyond, in
India as well?

The key part of the agree-
ment between the United States
and Taliban and the joint state-
ment between the United States
and the Afghan government is
about terrorism. And the pres-
ence of terrorist groups like Al
Qaeda and others on Afghan soil
should not be allowed. They
should not be allowed to recruit
there, raise funds there. And not
pose a threat to countries in the
world, including India.

The key requirement from
the world is that Afghans de-
serve economic investment
from and trade with the rest of
the world but in turn, it is their
obligation to make sure that the
world does not feel threatened
from Afghanistan. On this issue,
there is no difference of view,
and we are on the same boat...on
the issue of terrorism.

In what ways can India and
the US cooperate in
Afghanistan?

Well, we can cooperate in en-
couraging the parties to compro-
mise, to stay at the table, to come
toa political agreement, to come
toan agreement immediately on
reduction on violence, then on

the permanent ceasefire —in the
case of Afghans.

And with regard to the region
and beyond, India and the
United States and others can co-
operate to make sure that the en-
vironment regionally and inter-
nationally is supportive of the
peace process. I found the dis-
cussions very constructive in
that spirit in Delhi.

So you talk about
cooperation from regional
powers. Doyou see the
possibility of India and
Pakistan cooperating on
Afghanistan?

I hope the objective thatIde-
scribed can be supported by
Afghanistan's neighbours, all of
them, certainly Pakistan as well.
Pakistan has been supportive of
our efforts to pursue peace. Also,
(they)are supportive of that ob-
jective as described. [ was in
Islamabad and had similar dis-
cussions there. So I think this is
amoment of opportunity where
we can all use our relations that
we have to ensure (that) the
process succeeds.

What about the concern
about women's rights in
Afghanistan?

We support women’s rights...
We support minority rights. We
stand for democracy, freedom of
the press, freedom of assembly,
rule of law. We know that
Afghans can decide for them-
selves, but we know what we
stand for. We would like Afghans
torespect these universal values.
We are encouraging them to do
so. India (has) made similar
points.

Gadkari tests positive for
Covid, goes into isolation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHISEPTEMBER 16

UNION MINISTER Nitin Gadkari
has tested positive for Covid-19,
he announced on social media
Wednesday.

“Yesterday, I was feeling
weak and consulted my Doctor.
During the course of my check
up, I have been tested COVID 19
positive. | am at present doing
well with the blessings and good
wishes of all. I have isolated my-
self,” tweeted Gadkari, 63. He
was in Parliament on Tuesday.

Nitin
Gadkari

“Irequest everyone who has
come in my contact to be careful
and follow the protocol. Stay
safe,” he tweeted.

MPs were tested before the
start of this session. Seventeen
Lok Sabha MPs and eight from
Rajya Sabha had tested positive.
Gadkari, who was negative then,
tested positive in Nagpur.

3,005 UAPA cases in 2016-18, only 27%
had chargesheets, govt tells Rajya Sabha

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

THE GOVERNMENT has told
Parliament that while cases under
the Unlawful Activities Prevention
Acthaveincreased since 2016, the
chargesheeting has been poor.
According todata provided by
the Home Ministry in Rajya Sabha,
3,005 cases were registered under
the anti-terror law between 2016
and 2018, but chargesheets were
filed in only 821 cases, indicating

thatinvestigations could be com-
pleted only in about 27% of them.

MoS (Home) G Kishan Reddy
said 123 casesin 2017 were pend-
ing investigation for more than
one year while in 2018 the figure
was 62. The data is significant as,
given the nature of the offence, the
accused under UAPA find it diffi-
cult to get bail and with delayed
probe continue to languish injails.

In reply to another question,
Reddy told Rajya Sabha that in
2017 and 2018, 1,198 people had
beendetained by police under the

National Security Act. Of them,
563 continue to be behind bars,
Reddy said.

Across the country, in 2018, a
total of 697 people were detained
under the NSA, of whom 406
were released. In 2017, 501 peo-
ple were detained and 229 re-
leased by review boards.

The government also told
Parliament that 12 states had seen
the influence of Islamic State and
southern states were badly hit.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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for s oreland operations in Rajasthan Ficlds purely far ilemporary
Fagquingrmanl. Tha Waolk In Inderviess Toe engagamant ol Driling
Engingar an sontract o Rajasthan Fisld [CONT! RF DEZ0ZD-
11] ard IT Engineer an contract for Rajasthan Field (SONT! BRFY
ITr2020:12) has boen scheduled an 96.10. 3020 and 07102020
respachvaly at Jadhpur, Rajasihan, Flaase visit our wabsila
Vv, | -indis eam Tor defals

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
il TAMIL NADU SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION

PROCUREMENT OF DGPS SURVEY INSTRUMENT INCLUDING ONE YEAR
WARRANTY AND OPERATION & MAINTENANCE SUPPORT FOR THREE YEARS

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

E-Procurement Notice

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)

Bids is issued.

Bid No.: R.D.C.No.G1/2296/2015

1. The Government of India has received a Loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development in
various currencies towards the cost of Tamil Nadu Sustainable Urban Development Project and it is intended that
part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible payments under the contracts for which this Invitation for

2. Superintendent Engineer (Planning), Greater Chennai Corporation, Chennai, now invites online bids under “Two
bid” system namely “Technical bid” and “Price bid” are invited from the OEMs or authorized dealers for the items
listed below including one year warranty and three years Operation & Maintenance.

three years

3 Instruments including one year warranty
and Operation & Maintenance support for

Package Name of work Approximate | Bid security /| Cost of Period of
No. value EMD document | completion
Tender for Procurement of DGPS Survey Rs.394 Lakhs | Rs.3,94,000/- Free 4 years

Criteria in the bidding document.

www.tntenders.gov.in

any late submission of bids.

and will not be opened.

However, for complete eligibility, milestone and qualification requirements refer to Evaluation and Qualification

3. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding (NCB) procedures agreed with World Bank. The
bidding is open to all eligible bidders as defined in the Bank’s Procurement Guidelines. In addition, please refer to
paragraphs 1.6 and 1.7 of the Guidelines setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.

4. Bidding document are available online from 21% September 2020 to 27" October 2020 for online bidding at
www.tntenders.gov.in and used at free of cost. The bidders, who have downloaded the bid documents, shall be solely
responsible for checking the web site for any addendum / amendment issued subsequently to the bid document and
takes into consideration the same while preparing and submitting the bids.

5. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized
Certifying Authorities, authorised by Government of India for issuing DSC. Aspiring bidders who have not obtained
the user ID and password for participating in e-procurement in this Project, may obtain same from the website :

6. Bids security of the amount specified in the bidding document, drawn in favour of the Commissioner, Greater
Chennai Corporation must be submitted as per the procedure described in paragraph 7 below. The Bid security
will have to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding document and shall have to be valid for
45 days beyond the validity of the bid. Bids must be submitted online on or before 27" October 2020 upto
3.00 p.m (website) for receipt of bids and the ‘Technical Part’ of bids will be opened online on 28" October 2020
at 03.15 p.m. The “Financial Part” shall remain unopened in the e-procurement system until the second public Bid
opening for the financial part. Any bid or modifications to bid (including discount) received outside e-procurement
system will not be considered. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified,
the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time. The electronic bidding system would not allow

7. The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand drafts towards the cost of bid document and registration
on e-procurement website (if not previously registered); (b) original bid security in approved form; and
(c) original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document with Superintendent
Engineer (Planning), IV Floor, C- Wing, Amma Maaligai, Greater Chennai Corporation, Ripon Building Campus,
Periyar EVR Salai, Chennai — 600 003, Tamil Nadu before the opening of the technical part of the Bid given above,
either by registered post/speed post/courier or by hand, failing which the bids will be declared non-responsive

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding document. The Purchaser shall not be held liable for any delays due to
system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the
Purchaser shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders’ responsibility to verify
the website for the latest information related to this bid.
The provisions in the Instructions to Bidders and in the General Conditions of contract are based on the provisions of
the World Bank Standard Bidding Document - Procurement of Goods.

(a) |Cost of Tender Document

: Free

(b) |Date of bid document available in online

:21.09.2020

online

(c) [Last date for submission of bidding document in

:up to 03.00 PM on 27.10.2020

(d) |1t Pre-Bid Meeting

:at 11:30 AM on 30.09.2020

(e) [2" Pre-Bid Meeting

IV Floor, C- Wing,
Amma Maaligai,

EVR Periyar Salai,
Chennai-600 003.

:at11:30 AM on 12.10.2020

Venue: Planning Department,

Greater Chennai Corporation,
Ripon Building Campus,

(f) [Last date and time for submission of bids in online

:up to 03.00 PM on 27.10.2020

(g) |Time and date of opening of bids

:at 03.15 PM on 28.10.2020

(h) [Place of opening of bids

Office of the Superintending Engineer (Planning)

Address:-

Superintending Engineer

Planning Department,

IV Floor, C- Wing , Amma Maaligai,
Greater Chennai Corporation,
Ripon Building Campus,

EVR Periyar Salai,
Chennai-600003,

Tamil Nadu.

Contact Details:-
Ph. No. : 044 - 25303826

E-Mail

: seplanning@chennaicorporation.gov.in

Website : www.chennaicorporation.gov.in

DIPR/ 3478 /Tender/2020

Superintending Engineer / Planning
Greater Chennai Corporation

TVUS =&
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Asked onacallon [JP's NDA  ground situation to the BJP pres- I}N')"“f" i
stint, party's principal general  ident—about anti-incumbency Presents {" é;{gb]ss
secretary, Abdul Khaliq, saidthey  against the Chief Minister—and =

$ INDIA'S MOST PRESTIGIOUS

~RAMNATH GOENKA—

EXCELLENCE

IN
\OURNALISy

AWARDS

ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE

AND COVETED JOURNALISM AWARDS

CALL FORENTRIES
Acknowledging accuracy, 2 O 1 9

courage, credibility & fairness

[I] INDIAN INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & MANAGEMENT GWALIOR
(An Institute of National Importance under Ministry of Education, GOI)

Advertisement No: 2391 Date: 14.09.2020
Admission to Full Time/ Part Time PhD Programme Session: 2020-21
Online applications are invited for admission to the full-time/Part time PhD
programme in Engineering (Computer Science/Information
Technology/Electronics and Communication Engineering), Management,
and Applied Sciences (Physics and Mathematics). For details visit our
website. For any queries dial 0751-2449704/720/741 OR email to

phdadmission@jiitm.ac.in
Online form submission opens: 14.09.2020
Online form submission closes: 11.10.2020

Joint Registrar (Academics)

CSIR - NATIONAL
ﬁi PHYSICAL LABORATORY

Print/Digital & Broadcast Print/Digital

NPL Colony.

LAST DATE FOR ENTRIES | OCTOBER 9, 2020
Entries are invited for the year 2019 only.

« Sports Journalism
Date of submission/opening of tenders: 24.09.2020, 02:00 PM/
25.09.2020, 02:30 PM.

For details please log on website https://etenders.gov.in &
www.nplindia.org. Corrigendum/addendum if any will be on
website only.

(Council of Scientific & Industrial Research) (7,)
Dr. K.S. K"Sh"a_" Marg, New Delhi-110012 (INDIA) .q:J « Hindi - Reporting on Arts, Culture and Entertainment
Press_brlef NIT (04/0184)119-W&S) © - Regional Languages « Foreign Correspondent Covering India
ltem rate tenders in two cover (stage) system, are hereby (@)
invited, online through e-tendering portal @ - Environment, Science and Technology Reporting « Books (Non-Fiction)
https://etenders.gov.in for the below mentioned work. ) . . - . L. .
: . c - Uncovering India Invisible + Prakash Kardaley Memorial Award for Civic Journalism

Sr. Name of work Estimated EMD/Tender | Time of o . . . .
No. Cost (In lacs)|Fee as per NIT|Completion « Business and Economic Journalism « Photo Journalism

Round the clock operation o . : e
1 |of Utility Installation at| Rs. 15.839 R;' 31,7007 1 365 Days = Reporting on Politics and Government

s. 500/- s}
<

« Investigative Reporting

To apply, log on to www.rngfoundation.com/awards |

Write to us at rngf@expressindia.com

Sd~ Ramnath Goenka Memorial Foundation, Express Building, B-1/B, Sector-10, Noida-201 301, Uttar Pradesh, India.

davp 36209/11/0005/2021 Sr. S.E. & Head, W&S

New Delhi
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IN PARLIAMENT \ocommss

Houske DIARIES
THE PANDEMIC EFFECT

M As many as 14 Rajya Sabha MPs,
including former PM Manmohan
Singh and cutting across political
parties, have written to Chairman

M Venkaiah Naidu, seeking grant of
leave of absence on medical grounds
during this session. Eleven have
sought leave for the entire session.

W While all Rajya
Sabha MPs wore
masks and some
also wore gloves,
Congress MP
from West
Bengal Pradip
Bhattacharya went a step further
and also wore a surgical cap during
the proceedings on Wednesday;,
prompting Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu to say that the MP looked like
adoctor. Bhattacharya said he was
not going to take any chances. “Sir,
whatdoldo? It is better to protect
ourselves,” Bhattacharya said.

M Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, who was to take up the
Banking Regulation (Amendment)
Bill, came to the Lok Sabha after the
proceedings began. However, she
could not find a seat as the treasury
benches were full and no one
seemed to have noticed she was
looking for a seat. The Finance
Minister then went to Rajya Sabha
and took a seat there. When the
Speaker called her name for the Bill,
Sitharaman said she is sitting in the
Upper House and she sat there
through the debate. But when the
debate concluded, she was brought
to the Lok Sabha to give the reply.

NO QUESTION HOUR:
MY QUESTIONS

m What is the rationale
in creating a centralised
PM CARES in times
when decentralisation
is required?

m Does the government
plan to introduce Hindi
as compulsory language
under NEP?

HIBIEDEN, CONGRESS

Rajnath to make statement
on China in Rajya Sabha today

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath Singh will make
astatement in Rajya Sabhaon Thursday onthe
military standoff with China along the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh, and will take a cou-
ple of questions from Opposition MPs, it is
learnt. The partial breakthrough came at a
meeting convened by Singh on Wednesday
with top Opposition leaders: Ghulam Nabi
Azad, Anand Sharma, Jairam Ramesh (all
Congress), Derek O'Brien (TMC), Tiruchi Siva
(DMK) and Ram Gopal Yadav (SP).

Opposition members had slammed the
government on Tuesday after they were not
allowed to ask questions following Singh’s
statement in Lok Sabha.

AtWednesday's meeting, the government
is learnt to have agreed to the Opposition’s de-
mand to hold discussions in the Upper House
onissues such as payment of GST compensa-
tion to states, the National Education Policy
and the slump in economic growth and job-
lessness. But the stalemate over passage of four
Bills, including the three contentious farm-re-
lated ones that will replace ordinances, con-
tinued. Opposition parties remained firm on
their position that these Bills require scrutiny
by Parliamentary panels.

Sources in Opposition said the Defence
Minister was accommodating at the informal
meeting, which was also attended by Union
ministers Piyush Goyal, Thaawarchand Gehlot,
Pralhad Joshi and V Muraleedharan. Gehlot is
Leader of the House in Rajya Sabha.

EXPLAINED

Discuss someissues,
stalemateover 4 Bills

THE CONGRESS appeared isolated on
its demand for a discussion on the
Chinese aggression in Parliament.
Sensing that the Congress does not
have the support of fellow opposition
parties on this, the government side
deftly agreed to have discussions on
other issues raised by the opposition
parties. So, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will make a statement on China
on Thursday but will only take one or
two questions. However, it is to be
seen how the government manages
to break the impasse on the four Bills.

Opposition-ruled states have been at log-
gerheads with the Centre for asking them to
borrow in order to bridge the GST compensa-
tion deficit. Chief ministers of West Bengal,
Kerala, Delhi, Telangana, Chhattisgarh and
Tamil Nadu have written to the Centre, oppos-
ing the options which require states to borrow
to meet shortfall and have instead asked the

Centre to borrow.

Sources said a calling attention notice given
by O’Brien on the situation arising out of non-
payment of GST compensation to states has
been admitted and a discussion would take
place based on the notice.

Similarly, Jairam Ramesh is likely to give a
calling attention notice on the draft
Environment Impact Assessment notification.
The government, sources said, agreed to allow
adiscussion on the issue.

The government also accepted Tiruchi
Siva’s demand for a discussion on the National
Education Policy. Adiscussion on economy and
jobs, suggested by Azad, Sharma and Ramesh
and backed by all opposition parties, has also
been agreed to, itis learnt.

But sources said Opposition leaders re-
mained firm on their demand that Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotionand
Facilitation) Bill, Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill, Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance
and Farm Services Bill, and Banking Regulation
(Amendment)Bill should be referred to House
committees. Sources said the government did
not give any assurance on this.

O'Brienis learnt to have said that while the
governmentis talking about “shortage of time”,
it has “already robbed 27 hours — one hour of
Question Hour and half-an-hour of Zero Hour
every day for 18 days”. Heis learnt to have also
said that the government's track record on or-
dinances is the “worst since 1952.”

Yadav, sources said, told the government
side that the Opposition will notatany costal-
low passage of the farm ordinances.

BRIDGING DISTANCE

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut with Union Ministers Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and Hardeep Singh Puri at Parliament Wednesday. P11

RAJYA SABHA DISCUSSION ON PANDEMIC

Oppn tears into
govt over Covid
management; BJP
says stop politics

MANOJCG & ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

OPPOSITION PARTIES and ruling BJP on Wed-
nesday crossed swords inRajya Sabhaasitbe-
ganadiscussion on the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Opposition slammed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for announcing a nationwide
lockdown in March with just four hours’ no-
tice and accused the Centre of not financially
supporting state governments and leaving mi-
grant workers in the lurch. They emphasised
the need to strengthen the federal structure of
governance, and accused the Centre of taking
unilateral decisions.

Hitting back, BJP's Vinay Sahasrabuddhe
said Prime Minister Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah and other top bureaucrats held discus-
sions with chief ministers at least 15 times
since the lockdown began (on March 25).“But
no chief minister has said that the lockdown
should not have been imposed.”

Initiating the discussion, Congress deputy
leader of House Anand Sharma questioned
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan’s assertion
in his statement in Parliament that early lock-
down announced by Modi prevented 14 lakh
to 29 lakh Covid cases, and 37,000 to 78,000
deaths.

Sharmaasked: “How have you derived this
figure? Whatis the scientific basis? The House
must be informed (how)we have reached this
conclusion(that)but for the suddenlockdown
the number of cases would have gone up (by
another) 29 lakh... The day the lockdown was
imposed, using emergency provisions under
NDMA Act, we had 600 cases in India. As we
discuss this subject (today), there are 50 lakh
cases, and almost 82,000 deaths. This is the
true picture.”

He said before imposing the lockdown,
the Centre should have taken state govern-
ments into confidence so that the local ad-
ministrations could carry out the necessary
groundwork.

Sharma, and other leaders, also slammed
the government on not having figures on the
number of migrant workers who died during
the lockdown, most of them trudging back
home. “This is such an unfortunate situation
for the country. How can you not have figures?
Every state knows who died. They (victims’
families) should be given compensation, and
the government should make a database of
migrant workers for future,” Sharma said.

Accusing opposition parties of playing pol-
itics, BJP member Sahasrabuddhe said, “Like
inthe case of GST... decisions are taken (in GST
Council) on the basis of a consensus, but they
(chief ministers of Opposition-governed states)
played politics outside.... The Opposition
should not show such double standards.”

LS passes Bill to bring  State rivalries play out in LS,

cooperative banks
under RBI supervision

LIZMATHEW & SUNNY VERMA
NEW DELHI|, SEPTEMBER 16

LOK SABHA on Wednesday passed the
Banking Regulation (Amendment) Bill amid
the Opposition’s contention that it is an “as-
saulton federal structure” and “would destroy
the cooperative banking sector”.

While the Bill seeks to bring cooperative
banks under the supervision of the RBI,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman as-
serted that the proposed legislation does not
mean regulation of cooperative banks by the
central government.

Sitharaman maintained that the govern-
ment had to bring ordinance during the lock-
down in order to protect depositors as there
had been “some unfortunate situationin banks
which had put the depositors into hardships”.

Replying to a debate, during which the
Opposition accused the government of violat-
ing norms of the federal structure, Sitharaman
said: “For the last two years, depositors of co-
operative banks and small banks are facing
problems. We are trying to bring this amend-
ment in order to protect the depositors...”

She said the government wanted to regu-
late banking activity within its power and
would not interfere with federalism. “Consul-
tation with states is required only when legis-
latingon concurrent listitem, but this Billis un-
derthe Union legislative power. So consultation
isnot necessary,” the minister said.

As per the changes in the law, a coopera-
tive bank, with prior approval of the RBI, may
also issue equity shares, preference shares or
special shares to its members or to any other
personresiding within its area of operation, by
way of publicissue or private placements. They
canalsoissue unsecured debentures or bonds
with maturity of not less than 10 years.

Congress MP Manish Tewari, who initiated

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

the debate on the Bill, said, “Ata point in time
when our GDP growth rate had been in a free
fall for seven quarters preceding the lockdown
and when all economic activities during the
lockdown had come to a complete standstill,
there was absolutely no rationale for promul-
gating this ordinance, especially when the
Banking Regulation (Amendment)Bill was un-
der consideration in this very House.”

A number of Opposition MPs demanded
that therole of the RBI be reviewed during the
debate. “The RBlisitself a conflicted institution
by design... If there is a need to bring about
substantive reform, the need is tounscramble
this egg called the Reserve Bank of India and
segregate its various functions. ..” Tewari said.

DMK’s Senthilkumar S, TMC's Saugata Roy
and YSRCP’s Lavu Krishna Devarayalu agreed
with Tiwari that the RBI is overloaded. “Let’s
not make the RBI the one-stop solution for
every problem,” Devarayalu said. Roy said, “The
power of RBI to remove management or draw
up plans to merge/dissolve cooperative banks
will override the power of the State Registrar of
Cooperatives.So,as has been said earlier, itisa
clear infringement on the states’ rights.”

BJP’s Shivkumar Udasi and Tejasvi Surya
argued that the changes in the Bill would pro-
tect depositors and prevent cooperative banks
from falling into fraudulent activities.

raise heat of Covid-hit session

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

AMID SCREENS and distancing measures in
view of the pandemic, rivalry between po-
litical parties in the states played out in the
chamber of Lok Sabha on Wednesday.

A heated exchange broke out between
members of the Trinamool Congress and the
BJP when Hooghly MP Locket Chatterjee al-
leged that under the Trinamool Congress
government, West Bengal was turning out
to be “like old Kashmir”.

Chatterjee alleged that BJP workers were
being targeted by the state government and
“goons” of the ruling party.

“It is really a matter of sadness that the
state of West Bengal is in danger and it is
turning out to be like the old Kashmir,” she
said, alleging that a “particular community”
in Hooghly refused to go through testing for
Covid-19 and this triggered a communal riot.
“The riots went on for three days with bomb-
ing, looting and violence and even a temple
was damaged,” Chatterjee said, adding that
BJP leaders tried to visit the area but the ad-
ministration did not allow them.

Taking a swipe at Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and her MP nephew Abhishek
Banerjee, she said, “The aunt-nephew duo
will milk the cow while the common people
of West Bengal get kicked and suffer. There is
not an iota of democracy in the state,” she
said, as Mahua Moitra and other Trinamool
Congress MPs engaged in a war of words
with BJP members.

TDP MPs launched a protest when
YSRCP’s Midhun Reddy sought a CBlinvesti-
gation into the Amaravatiland scam and ac-
cused the previous TDP government in
Andhra Pradesh of corruption.

The Rajampet MP's allegation that there
was a huge scam in the construction of the
new state capital at Amaravati by the erst-
while TDP government drew protests from
TDP MPs.

HIGH PITCH

‘West Bengal
1 isindanger
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LOCKET CHATTERJEE, BJP

‘Kerala has
surpassed
== crimes of
.;E:, every
Communist
regime from

Colombia to Venezuela, Cuba
to North Korea in four years of
governing the state.’

TEJASVISURYA, BJP

‘The land,
whichwas
‘m;__q_ boughtfora
| e few lakhs of
] rupees, is now
worth crores
of rupees.’

MIDHUN REDDY, YSRCP

“Almost 4,000 acres of land are part of
this scam. The land, which was bought for a
few lakhs of rupees, is now worth crores of
rupees. The then Chief Minister had officially
announced a different place called Tiruvuru
to be the state capital but later he declared
another place, where they had bought the
land, to be the state capital. It is a breach of
oath. Itis a huge scam,” Reddy said, seeking

a CBI probe into the matter.

Tejasvi Surya, BJP MP from Bangalore
South, targeted the LDF government in
Kerala, accusing it of indulging in scams dur-
ing flood relief and collection of Covid pa-
tients’ data.

“The Communist governments in Kerala
have used every public tragedy as an oppor-
tunity for personal enrichment... The
Communists in Kerala government seem to
be masters of nepotism. Like their ideologi-
cal compatriot Kim Jong-un of North Korea
who appointed his sister and close relatives
to important roles in government, Kerala’s
Communist Ministers have come under se-
vere criticism by Kerala High Court for ap-
pointing their close relatives as heads of PSUs
and government bodies,” Surya alleged.

“The fact that the gold smuggling scam
has close links with the Chief Minister of
Kerala and that there are attempts to obstruct
impartial investigation that is being under-
takenis something of public knowledge,” he
added.

Left MPs raised objections when Surya
said Kerala has “surpassed crimes of every
Communist regime from Colombia to
Venezuela, Cuba to North Korea” in four years
of governing the state. “The greatland of Lord
Ayyappa, Adi Shankara and Sree Narayana
Guru cannot be let to suffer at the hands of
Communist despots. [ want to assure all the
people agitating for democracy in Kerala that
we are all with them,” he said, amid protest
by Left MPs.

When Congress MP A Revanth Reddy
sought a CBI probe into the fire at Srisailam
hydroelectric plant, TRS’s Nama Nageswara
Rao stood up in protest and sought Speaker
Om Birla’s intervention, saying, “How can
you ask for a CBI probe into an accident? This
should not be allowed.”

Reddy alleged that the state government
had not allocated money for the proper
maintenance of the plant which led to the
incident that claimed the lives of nine people,
including five engineers.

New Delhi

(Clockwise from
left) BJP’s Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe,
TMC’s Derek
O'Brien, Cong’s
Anand Sharma. P11

He said Modi and Shah are often targeted
on social media by the Opposition and others.
“Ibelieve politics of responsibility is more im-
portant than politics of ridicule,” he said.

Trinamool Congress MP Derek O'Brien
asked whether the Centre held any discussions
with state governments before the lockdown
was announced. “You said you had 43 video
conferences. Please give us the dates of those
video conferences. Did you hold one video con-
ference before March 26,” he asked.

Modi announced the nationwide lock-
down on March 24 night; it got under way
from midnight.

Slamming the government for putting a
freeze on MPLADS fund, O'Briensaid: “..Onthe
subject of finance, the most opaque and dark
fundinthe worldis called the Prime Minister’s
Couldn’t Care Less Fund [sarcastic allusion to
PMCARES Fund]. Oh! I'said the name wrong....
And what about students attempting NEET
and JEE exams? What was your preparation
from April to now?”

DMK’s Tiruchi Siva said while the first
Covid-19 case was detected in the country in
January, the government did nothing about the
situation until March — “because you were ho-
sting Donald Trump’s visit”. After the lockdo-
wn, he said, “India’s performance hasbeen the
worst, with the lowest GDP and one of the hig-
hest case (load). Youare under-reporting cases.”

Biju Janata Dal’s Prasanna Acharya said:
“What financial assistance has the Centre given
to states to deal with the pandemic, apart from
issuing advisories?”

Hitting out at Sahasrabuddhe’s speech, RID
MP Manoj Kumar Jha said even he could talk
on about the Bihar government’s failure in
dealing with the pandemic, “butIdo not want
to get politics into such an important issue”.
He asked: “Was the lockdown imposed as an
individual's decision? Or was it a consultative
process of a group, for which there is the
Cabinet? If there was such a Cabinet meeting
(todecide on the nationwide lockdown), then
please release the details.”

RS passes Bill to
accord ‘national
importance’ status
to Jamnagar
Ayurveda institutes

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

RAJYA SABHA on Wednesday passed a Bill to
accord the status of national importance to a
Jamnagar-based cluster of Ayurvedainstitutes.
The Institute of Teaching and Research in
AyurvedaBill, 2020, was passed by a voice vote.

Lok Sabha had approved the Bill in the last
session, in which three Jamnagar -based insti-
tutes — Institute of Post Graduate Teaching and
Research in Ayurveda, Gulabkunwerba Ayur-
vedaMahavidyalaya and Institute of Ayurveda
Pharmaceutical Sciences, are to be conglom-
erated. While not opposing the Bill, the Opp-
osition asked why Ayurvedic institutions in
Gujarat had been selected in particular, when
several other Ayurvedic institutes of renown,
particularly in Kerala, existed.

Health Minister Harsh Vardhan replied that
the selection of the Jamnagar institutes was
not “biased” and that it was chosen asitis one
of the oldest institutes under the category, es-
tablished in 1956.

“There are 103 institutions of national im-
portance in the country but not even one
Ayurveda institute. Not only is this the oldest
institute, but the only one whichis collaborat-
ing with the WHO. In the past 20 years, it has
imparted training to students from 65 different
countries and has signed MoUs with 30 differ-
ent countries. It is probably the number one
institute deserving this status. When the other
institutes in the country upgrade their research
standards, they will also be considered,” the
minister said.

The proposed institute would have a 15-
member committee, including the AYUSH
Minister, AYUSH Secretary and the Gujarat
Health and Family Welfare Secretary, along
with three MPs — two from Lok Sabhaand one
from Rajya Sabha.
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MAKING A POINT

SAMAJWADI PARTY MP Jaya Bachchan left Rajya Sabha mid-
way to go home. But as she caught fragments of a speech by
BJP MP from Maharashtra Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, she quickly
returned to counter him. Speaking on the pandemic,
Sahasrabuddhe targeted the Maharashtra government for
“failing” to deal with the situation. Bachchan called the com-
ments "unfair”. She said that her family had contracted the
virus and that they had been taken care of, and the state gov-
ernment had been ensuring that the streets of Mumbai were

border stand-off.

INFRASTRUCTURE BOOST

With the Ram Temple coming up in Ayodhya soon, Faizabad
MP Lallu Singh seems to be working overtime to ensure that
the infrastructure is in place before the temple is ready. On
Wednesday, Indian Railways agreed to his demand to convert
the Ramghat stop on the banks of Sarayu (around 1 km from
the temple site) into a railway station. The Railway Board has
sought a plan for building a station which, according to Singh,
would be the alighting point for pilgrims from eastern parts
of the country and Nepal. He has also proposed a new
Ayodhya-Chitrakoot train service and has taken up the issue
of upgradation of Faizabad station.

FLUTTER OVER TIES

TMC MP Saugata Roy’s question on whether there has beena
deterioration in ties with India's neighbours created a flutter
in Parliament on Wednesday. As the Ministry of External
Affairs replied in the negative, MPs raised questions that this
was contrary to what Defence Minister Rajnath Singh had said
with respect to China. Government sources pointed out that
the question was related to all the neighbours, not just China
- the answer to which is obvious after four months of a

Museum’s name changed,

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 16

THE CHANGE of name from
‘Mughal Museum’ to
‘Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Museum’ is likely to further de-
lay the project next to the Taj
Mahal, already way behind
schedule due to dwindling funds
and mounting costs. However,
the latest problem may take the
longest, as the authorities try to
find enough links between
Shivaji and Agra to fillamuseum.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath had announced
the name change, saying in “the
new Uttar Pradesh there is no
place for symbols of mindset of
slavery”.

Launched by former CM
Akhilesh Yadav in January 2016,

the museum located less than 1.5
km from the east gate of the Taj
Mahal was to showcase Mughal-
era culture, artefacts, paintings
and cuisine. The project was to
costRs 141 crore and be finished in
two years. It's only 70 per cent
done, withRs 90 crore so far sanc-
tioned, even as the GST and the
time factor push costsup toanes-
timated Rs 170 crore plus. Among
thereasons for the delay and costs
is that all concrete structures for
the project have tobe carted from
Noida, around 200 km away, with
such construction barred near the
Taj Trapezium Zone.

Sources said that concerned
about the project’s viability, the
government had recently asked
the architect as well as the
Rajkiya Nirman Nigam, which s
handling the construction, for a
"business plan”. The extra funds

LT

The museum, located less than 1.5 km from the Taj Mahal,
was to showcase Mughal-era culture and artefacts. Express

are yet to be cleared by the
Finance Department.

Now comes the change in
name, from Mughals to Shivaji.

Amit Srivastava, Deputy Director,
Tourism, Agra, said, “There is cer-
tainly a link between Shivaji and
Agra. He was kept in captivity at

MP orders CID probe into killing
of Chhattisgarh manin ‘crossfire’

Decision follows letters from Chhattisgarh Governor, minister seeking inquiry

IRAM SIDDIQUE &
GARGIVERMA
BHOPAL, BALSAMUND
(CHHATTISGARH),
SEPTEMBER 16

MADHYA PRADESH Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Wednesday ordered a CID
probe into the death of a man
from Chhattisgarh, who was
killed by MP Police on September
6in an alleged “crossfire” with
Maoists in the core zone of Kanha
National Park.

The order for inquiry comes
a day after Chhattisgarh
Governor Anusuiya Uikey wrote
to Chouhan, demanding an in-
quiry and adequate compensa-
tion to Dhurve’s family. On
Monday, Chhattisgarh Forest
Minister Mohammad Akbar had
wiritten to Chouhan and soughta

L
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Madhya Pradesh CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan

high-level probe.

Jham Singh Dhurve, 54, was
from Balsamudra village, in
Chhattisgarh's Kabirdham dis-
trict, about 5 km from the state
boundary with MP.

Dhurve had gone with a
friend, Naim Singh, to fish at a
lake in the forest when he was
killed in firing by police, accord-
ing to his friend. The police had

Burdened by debt, Kerala contractor
murders wife, daughter before killing self

Bhavnagar: Contractor
shoots wife, two daughters
dead; turns gun on himself

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 16

FACED WITH a mounting debt
incurred from his business, a
contractor at Vettor village in
Kerala's Thiruvananthapuram
district died by suicide after
killing his wife and daughter on
Tuesday, police said.

Sreekumar (58) was an ‘A’
class contractor executing con-
struction projects for military es-
tablishments in Thiruvanantha-
puram. He lived with his wife Mini
(52) and daughter Anandalak-
shmi,a PhD student.

Inthe early hours of Tuesday,
residents of Vettor village woke
to screams from the house,
which wasin flames. They man-
aged to enter the premises, but
could enter the rooms only after
rescue teams doused the fire.

Police said a preliminary as-
sessment indicated Sreekumar
might have ended life after
killing his wife and daughter.

Investigating officer G
Gopakumar said, “He
(Sreekumar) has left suicide note
blaming a sub-contractor who
failed to complete a work on
time, causing financial liability.
We have started a probe for un-
natural death, but so far have not
named anyone for abetting the
suicides. Local people have indi-
cated the family's loan burdenin
financial institutions, but we are
yet to arrive at a figure.”

Family  sources  said
Sreekumar had handed over his
work to a sub-contractor, who
not only failed to meet the dead-
line, but also abandoned the
work halfway.

This put additional liability
on Sreekumar, the original con-
tractor. He had to avail fresh
loans after pledging the house to
find resources to complete the
assigned works.

A close relative, Lina V, said
the family had indicated that
they would be forced to take an
extreme step if their financial li-
ability is not sorted out.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 16

A BHAVNAGAR resident, who
was the son of a retired deputy
superintendent of police, al-
legedly shot dead his wife and
two daughters on Wednesday
before turning the revolver on
himself, police said.

Pradyumansinh Jadeja (46),
his wife Binaba Jadeja (42) and
their daughters Nandini (18) and
Yashaswi (9) were found dead
with gunshot wounds at their
residence.

Pradyumansinh is the son of
retired DySP of Gujarat Police,
Narendrasinh Jadeja, and
worked as a construction
contractor.

No one else was present in

the house at the time of the inci-
dent, police said.

According to police, Jadeja
used his licensed revolver to shoot
dead his wife, two kids and him-
self, minutes after leaving a note
on his family WhatsApp group.

“The bodies were found from
aroom on the first floor of the
building. Pradyumansinh left a
message on their family
WhatsApp group saying that he
and his family were taking the
extreme step and that the gate of
the room would be left open,”
said an officer at Nilaumbagh
police station in Bhavnagar.

“We are still investigating the
reason and as of now, an acci-
dental death report has been
filed. The bodies have been sent
for postmortem,” the officer
added.

said he was shot in alleged cross-
fire during an anti-Maoist comb-
ing operation.

Following the incident, ap-
prehensive local residents in
Balsamund are checking all out-
siders arriving at the village.
Protests were reported also from
areas abutting the national park
in MP’s Balaghat district, where
the incident occurred. Taking
cognizance of the agitation, the
MP Human Rights Commission
on Wednesday asked the state
DGP, IG (Jabalpur Range), and
Balaghat police to submit a de-
tailed report within three weeks.

Madhya Pradesh DGP Vivek
Johri told The Indian Express, “The
CM has ordered a CID probe into
the matter. We will send a team
from police headquarters to
Balaghat to look into the firing
(incident).”

Naim Singh, who had accom-

panied Jham Singh to the lake on
September 6 and escaped the fir-
ing, has denied the police's ver-
sion of an alleged crossfire.

Congress MLA Sanjay Uikey,
who represents Baihar con-
stituency in Balaghat, called the
police’s claim “false” and de-
manded an FIR against the police
officers concerned.

At Balsamund, 170 km from
state capital Raipur and less than
10 km from the state boundary
with MP, the closest pukka road
is 15 km away. The villagers are
agitated and observant, with
groups huddled behind their
homes or on roadsides when The
Indian Express went there on
Monday. Outsiders are stopped
at multiple points and asked
about their identity and the state
they belong to.
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PANEL MEMBER SAYS MANDATE OF COMMITTEE IS TO QUELL MISCONCEPTIONS CREATED BY WESTERN SCHOLARS

Pre-12,000 yrs: Govt re-ups panel to study ‘Indian culture’

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

THE GOVERNMENT has again
tasked an expert committee to
conduct a study on “the origin
and evolution of Indian culture
dating back to around 12,000
years ago”. Earlier given the
same mandate in 2016, the panel
had failed to submit a report
within its one-year deadline,
and is now hoping to achieve the
task in light of the findings
of the Rakhigarhi, Haryana,
excavations.

In a written reply in the Lok
Sabha in the ongoing Monsoon
Session, Union Culture Minister
Prahlad Patel announced the
panel, adding, “A committee has
been set up for conducting a ho-
listic study of (the) origin and
evolution of Indian culture since
12,000 years before presentand
its interface with other cultures
of the world."

The 16-member committee,

like in 2016, includes KN Dikshit,
Chairman of the Indian
Archeological Society; R S Bisht,
former joint director general of
the Archaeological Survey of
India; B R Mani, former director
general of National Museum,
New Delhi; Prof Santosh Shukla,
Special Center for Sanskrit
Studies, JNU; Ramesh Kumar
Pandey, Vice-Chancellor, Lal
Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya
Sanskrit Vidyapeetha; Prof PN
Shastry, Vice-Chancellor of the
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan; and
M R Sharma, Chairman of the
Sangmarg World Brahmin
Federation.

Mani, who had led the dig-
ging at the Ayodhya disputed
site, told The Indian Express, “The
mandate (of the committee) is
to quell misconceptions created
by Western scholars about
Indian culture through archaeo-
logical, astronomical and literary
evidences. For instance, the the-
ory of Aryaninvasion stands de-
bunked in the light of the 2019

Rakhigarhi excavations new evidence, debunk Aryan
invasion theory, says a panel member. Courtesy: Vasant Shinde

Rakhigarhi DNA report (under
Vasant Shinde of Pune’s Deccan
College), which points to the
continuity of Indian culture since
4,500 years.”

The former head of the
National Museum said the re-
port will mostly focus on archae-
ological findings of the past 15-

20years “since that is considered
as scientific evidence”.

“Even though there was no
hard evidence yet to say Indian
culture was 12,000 years old, ar-
chaeological excavations at
Mehrgarh (now in Pakistan) put
the age of the Indian civilisation
at 10,000 years,” Mani said.

Vasant Shinde had led ateam
thatanalysed DNA samples of 61
skeletons found at the Harappan
site in Rakhigarhi. The team said
the analysis showed that pres-
ent-day South Asians are
descendants of an indigenous
population.

“The South Asians who lived
in the Indus Valley civilisation
belonged to a completely differ-
ent group of hunter-gatherers,
who began farming much ear-
lier. Thisis in contradiction to the
theory that the Iranians and
South Asians shared ancestry,”
the study said.

As per the other, more com-
monly held theory, while the
first humans (out of Africa) came
to the Indian region 65,000 years
ago, the Harappan civilisation
was created by a mixed popula-
tion of them and West Asian mi-
grants who reached India
around 9,000 years ago. The
Aryans are believed to have ar-
rived about 4,000 or 3,000 years
ago, from the Central Asian

Steppe region.

Shinde told The Indian
Express that this evidence con-
tradicting the Aryan invasion
theory should reach the masses,
and said he would be happy to
present his papers to the com-
mittee, if invited.

Announcing the committee
to study Indian culture back to
12,000 years in 2016, then cul-
ture minister Mahesh Sharma
had said its mandate was to
“trace Indian culture from way
back and compare it with other
cultures across the world. It
has got nothing to do with
Hinduism or Islam. It is about our
civilisation”.

Dikshit, who chairs the new
panel, like the earlier one, said
they had held a couple of meet-
ings on the matter last time.

Shastry said, “In 2016, I had
presented literary evidence from
the Vedas and Puranas to talk
about the historicity of Indian
civilisation. Rest is for the archae-
ologists to corroborate.”

New Delhi

Agra Fort during the era of
Aurangzeb and bravely escaped.”
The Tourism Department is the
nodal department for the project.

Srivastava added that once
they got the go-ahead, the de-
partment would engage histori-
ans from Bhimrao Ambedkar
University in Agra to know more
about the links of Shivaji.
Officials estimated a delay of one
more year at least.

However, B D Shukla,
Assistant Professor in the
Department of History and
Culture at the university, fears it
might take longer. Recounting
Shivaji’s time at Agra in 1666, he
said, “After Shivaji lost all his
forts, he was called here by
Aurangzeb. Shivaji got angry
when he was not treated well.
He was later held captive in the
Ram Singh ki kothi. However, so

Agra officials hunt for Shivaji links

far neither the ASI nor any histo-
rian is 100 per cent sure where
this Ram Singh'’s kothi is.”

Shivaji is said to have hidden
inafruitbasketand takenaboatto
escape via the Yamuna. Officials
hope to trace all the places Shivaji
might have visited nearby.

The links between Agra and
the Mughals, on the contrary,
run deep - and beyond Taj
Mahal. Agra was the centre of
the Mughal empire from the
time of Akbar in 1560, to 1650.

Srivastava doesn’t seemtoan-
ticipate anissue. The ambit of the
museum isn’t just Mughal cul-
ture, he argues, “but the culture,
artand artefacts of the entire Braj
region and the history of the pe-
riod”. That loosely means anarea
of around 5,000 sq km, from
Mathura in UP to Bharatpur in
Rajasthan and Palwal in Haryana.

Ex-mayor’s nephew
denied bail, state

says conspired with
‘top political leader’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 16

ABENGALURU sessions court has
rejected the bail plea of akey ac-
cused in the August 11 violence
inthe city, specifically relating to
an attack on the residence of a
Congress MLA and two police
stations, after the Karnataka gov-
ernment argued that the accused
had allegedly conspired the vio-
lence with a prominent political
leader in the state.

Arun Manoraj, 34, nephew
and personal assistant of former
Bengaluru mayor and Congress
leader Sampath Raj, was arrested
for the August 11 attack on the
residence of Akhanda Srinivas
Murthy, Congress MLA from
Pulakeshinagar constituency.
The police had said that
Manoraj’s phone was used to
mobilise people for the attack.

Three Muslim youths were
killed in police firing and a fourth
person succumbed to other
wounds in the violence of August
11, when mobs laid siege on two
police stations and Murthy’s an-
cestral home. The violence began
after Murthy’s nephew, P Naveen
Kumar, put out a derogatory so-
cial media post against the mi-
nority community.

During the bail hearing,
while defence counsels told the
court that Manoraj was not pres-
ent at any of the scenes of vio-
lence, the public prosecutor ar-
gued that he had used the
derogatory social media posts to
give a planned attack the sem-
blance of “mob violence”.

Rejecting Manoraj’s bail plea,
the sessions court noted the
“case against the petitioner
(Manoraj) is that he is the chief
conspirator behind the incident”,
and that “miscreants caused the
damage” following “instigation
and motivation caused by him”.

The judge noted in the order,
“..material placed by the counsel
for 2nd respondent (MLA Murthy)
reveals that he (Manoraj) is fol-
lower of a prominent political
leader, andisaclass 1 civil contrac-
tor; he is economically sound.”

The police are now investigat-
ing whether Sampath Raj, a po-
litical rival of Murthy in the party,
was also part of the allegedly or-
chestrated mob violence.

The police are also looking at
the roles of A R Zakir, a Congress
councillor, and husbands of two
other councillors in the inci-
dents. Kaleem Pasha, husband of
Irshad Begum, the councillor
from Nagwara, has already been
arrested in the case.

Pvt firm; partners have
no background in China
military, govt: Zhenhua

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

SHENZHEN-BASED technology
firm Zhenhua Data has said it
was privately owned and its
partners did not have any back-
ground in the Chinese military
or the Chinese government, and
thatits operation was not illegal
or unreasonable.

Responding to reports by The
Indian Express on how it was
tracking 2.5 million individuals
across the world, including over
10,000 in India, Zhenhua Data
communicated through official
sources in the Chinese Embassy
in New Delhi, and said it “does
not offer any analytical services
on the collected data”.

The Indian Express had re-
ported the firm'’s clients included
government and Chinese mili-
tary, as claimed by the firm itself
initswebsite. The reports over the
last two days did not state that the
owners/ partners have military/
government background.

Zhenhua Data had not re-
sponded to a detailed question-
naire sent to its representatives
on September 1. Responding on
Tuesday, the firm did not deny
that its clients include the gov-
ernment and the military ex-
plicitly, but said its “current
clients include higher education
institutions and think tanks” in
China.

Without divulging any infor-
mation on the nature of details
sought by these clients, it said,
“The Overseas Key Information
Database (OKIDB) does exist, but
not as magical as media reported,
itmerely connects individuals to
the social media they use.”

“There is nothing about the

CHINA IS
WATCHING

operations that are illegal or un-
reasonable. We collect informa-
tion from public sources thatare
accessible to everyone. But we
do not get private information
from confidential sources such
as chat histories, psychological
profiles or anything that the user
chooses to conceal,” Sun, a rep-
resentative of Zhenhua, said.

The firm said all its partners
have earlier been associated
with the information technology
business. “Zhenhuais a privately
owned company established in
April 2018. All of its partners are
natural persons without back-
grounds in the Chinese military
or the government, and some
were previously in the informa-
tion technology business,” the
representative said.

The firmsaid the database col-
lected by it is “no different” from
what is being collected in the
United States. “Our data are all
publicdataontheinternet. Thisis
just a data integration. Its opera-
tions, which involve collectingand
‘mobilizing’ data, are 100 percent
from open sources with no data
mining, and is no different from
its Western peers, such as US pub-
lic tracking platforms called
EveryPolitician and GovTrack,”
the representative said.

Inits website, the firm terms
itself a pioneer in using big data
for “hybrid warfare”.
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WORDLY WISE
PEOPLE DEMAND FREEDOM OF SPEECH AS A
COMPENSATION FOR THE FREEDOM OF THOUGHT WHICH
THEY SELDOM USE. — SOREN KIERKEGAARD
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SORRY, YOUR LORDSHIP

Show vilifies Muslims but prior restraint sets a dangerous precedent
whendissent is being criminalised — and courts are fumbling

BENCH OF Justices D Y Chandrachud, Indu Malhotra and K M Joseph have

canned Sudarshan TV headman Suresh Chavhanke’s awful show “Bindas

Bol” (literally, an exhortation to “Speak Carelessly”). Promoted online with

#UPSC_Jihad, the show vilifies Muslims, accusing them of a campaign to in-
filtrate the bureaucracy, and undermines the Union Public Service Commission, by the im-
plication that it offers unfair advantage to the community. Dodgy on facts and analysis, it is
informed by a “wanton disregard of the truth”, as the Supreme Court very accurately ob-
served, and is premised on a denial of the reality of a plural India. The bench called out the
show for what it was — hateful propaganda masquerading as analysis. The court was spot
on—especially when Sudarshan TV is not alone in this shameful corner. Through the months
of the protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act and the National Register of Citizens,
and in the initial days of COVID-19, with the exception of a few, TV news channels revelled
inan inglorious orgy of partisan deception, vilification and rumour-mongering.

News will be weaponised by those in power when they have willing accomplices in TV
studios but prior restraint, as the Supreme Court itself has repeatedly underlined, is a solu-
tion that has ramifications as disturbing as the problem it’s trying to address. As Solicitor
General of India Tushar Mehta wondered in court, to what extent can the media be regu-
lated by other institutions? On August 28, the Court had rightly declined to impose a “pre-
broadcast interlocutory injunction” against the offending show. On September 9, the Centre
permitted transmission of an episode of #UPSC_Jihad, with the caveat that it must not vi-
olate the Programme Code. But this week, the bench observed that circumstances had
changed and “the drift, tenor and content of the episodes is to bring [a] community into
public hatred and disrepute,” which violates the Code.

The court’s apprehension is legitimate: Hateful memes can spread like wildfire across
social media and promote, even incite violence. But, as Justice Chandrachud said, perhaps
self-regulation — an oxymoron it may be — needs to be explored more rigorously. Giving prior
restraint the imprimatur of the highest court, the bench sets a dangerous precedent at a
time when a lynch mob is just one comment away. Motivated parties would only have to
file an objection in court for restraint to be clamped, prior to airing the programme, until the
matter is heard — and a court could rule for restraint to continue. Since news has a very
short shelf life that is counted in hours, a mere allegation made in court could kill a pro-
gramme. Significantly, the Court took a dig at the News Broadcasters’ Association whose
remit includes legal, ethical and regulatory concerns. It asked if the body exists only in the
form of its letterhead. In that aside, the Court tacitly indicated where one solution may lie.

REGULATORY UNCERTAINTY

SEBI circular on multi-cap funds was avoidable during
these uncertain times

AST WEEK, THE Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) issued a circular

specifying that multi-cap schemes of mutual funds must invest aminimum of 25

per cent of their total assets in each large, mid and small-cap category. Until now,

there was no such allocation criteria. The guidelines had only prescribed that at least
65 per cent of the investments of such schemes be directed towards equities, giving fund
managers the flexibility to allocate funds across large, mid or small-cap firms as per their dis-
cretion. Afew days later, SEBI clarified that apart from rebalancing their portfolio, these multi-
cap funds had other options, ranging from, merging with existing large-cap schemes, to con-
verting these schemes to other categories. While SEBI's directive may have been driven by the
desire to ensure that these funds are “true-to-label”, its decision raises several questions:
Why curb fund manager flexibility? Won't changing the character of the fund heighten the
risk and uncertainty for existing investors? Moreover, are their enough quality small-cap
firms to absorb this inflow? If there were such companies available in this segment, would-
n't they have been attractive proposition for fund managers to begin with?

Mutual fund data from various fund houses shows that put together, the total assets of
these multi-cap schemes stand at around Rs 1.45 lakh crore. Of this, the mid-cap and small-
cap exposure stands at 16.4 per centand 6.25 per cent respectively. These numbers imply that
inorder to meet the requirements imposed by the SEBI circular, roughly Rs 40,000 crore will
have to directed from these funds towards mid and small-cap firms. Considering that most
of these multi-cap funds, especially the bigger ones, are largely geared towards large-cap
companies and that finding liquid enough quality stocks in these segments will be challeng-
ing in the present circumstances, it is possible that these schemes, rather than opting for re-
balancing, will opt for one of the other options available.

Multi-cap funds were created to provide the fund manager the freedom to move
across stock classifications, depending on the opportunity presented. If they have grav-
itated towards large-caps it is because of the possibility of greater returns. If the pandemic
is likely to lead to greater economic concentration, benefitting the bigger firms, then
surely fund managers and their investors should have the flexibility to take advantage
of these trends. This degree of control by the regulator is odd. It was an avoidable move,
that only heightened market uncertainty.

SCIENCE KNOWS

Donald Trump doesn’t think so. But being a climate change
sceptic could have political consequences

NITS 175-year history, Scientific American had never felt the need to take a political
stand. In 2020, for the first time, the popular science magazine has endorsed Joe
Biden for the US presidency. But 2020 is the year of the pandemic, where ignoring
the science behind a pathogen has had real consequences in terms of lives and liveli-
hoods. And the head of the most powerful government in the world has decided to blame
the victims of a natural disaster in the largest state in his country, coming up on an election.

The intensity and frequency of wildfires in California has caused consistent damage
in America’s most populous, richest and politically significant state. Donald Trump, speak-
ing to people whose homes and natural surroundings have been devastated, blamed the
blazes on people and authorities not “raking the forest floor” or “clearing dead timber”.
When it was pointed out that there is a near universal scientific consensus that both the
frequency and intensity of the wildfires has increased due to climate change, Trump
stated, “I don’t think science knows”. The response of his rival for the US presidency has
been to label the president a “climate arsonist”.

The essence of science is based on the distinction between what David Hume called
factand value — truth and opinion. Confidence is a great thing in a public figure, but politi-
cising what many would think is unpoliticisable — a natural disaster — Trump may end
up being beaten at his own game. “Climate arsonist”, though hyperbolic, is bound to have
a bit of resonance in the middle-class California suburbs that saw their homes and sur-
roundings engulfed in flames and smoke. In fact, blaming an all-pervasive problem like
climate change could have helped Trump escape the blame. But he blamed the victims
instead. On the heels of his alleged (mis)management of COVID-19, the president’s lack
of respect for scientific truths might bear a political cost.

N

Bend with the wind

-y

India should opt for income support so that pandemic

does not turn into a financial crisis

JAHANGIR AZIZ

EVEN ACURSORY reading of Brazil's recent his-
tory will confirm that the adoption of the all-
encompassing cap on government spending
in late 2016 was critical in rescuing the econ-
omy from the crisis of 2014-16.

After riding the commodity boom of the
2000s, economic mismanagement and a se-
ries of corruption scandals pushed the country
into an economic and political crisis in 2014-
16, which ended the 14-year rule of the
Workers Party (PT). Duringits rule, PT had im-
plemented sweeping social programmes (such
as Bolsa Familia) toreduce inequality and erad-
icate poverty. Although contested, most assess-
ments suggest that these programmes helped
inimproving living conditions (income, health,
and education) of the poor. But with the end
of the commodity boom, Brazil's growth fal-
tered and funding these programmes strained
macroeconomic management, widened the
fiscal deficit, and raised public debt. While the
2013 Taper Tantrum was the trigger, the ensu-
ingeconomic recession, weighed downby cor-
ruption scandals, turned into a political crisis
ending PT’s rule. Inflation, unemployment, and
the fiscal deficit all jumped to double-digits.

Inan effort to regain policy credibility, the
interim government proposed and passed a
constitutional amendment in late 2016,
which, starting from 2017, capped govern-
ment expenditure — excluding interest pay-
ments butincluding capital spending — toits
2016 level adjusted each year for the previ-
ous year's inflation. This law effectively set a
ceiling on government spending at around
20 per cent of GDP that can only be reviewed
in 2026. While stringent by the standards of
international fiscal rules (that are mostly in
the form of restraints on fiscal deficit and pub-
lic debt), it is almost draconian in the case of
Brazil as more than 90 per cent of its spend-
ingis mandated by law, leaving little room for
even expenditure switching.

The recovery from the crisis has been
gradual, especially as most of the needed
structural reforms (barring changes to the so-
cial security system)as promised by the new

Itis not so much that it has
helped to support demand
this year but that it has
protected, to varying degrees,
household and SME balance
sheets from the extensive
damage the pandemic is likely
leave in its wake. Unlike
typical EM crises, the
pandemic is not an instance of
a financial crisis turning into
an economic shock because of
damaged balance sheets.
Instead, it is an economic
shock brought on by the
failure of the public-health
system that can turninto a
financial crisis if the damage
is extensive.

government elected in 2018 are yet to be leg-
islated. But the spending cap set a transparent
fiscal anchor that restored macroeconomic
stability and in doing so helped to bring down
inflation from over 10 per cent in 2016 to
around 2.5 per cent and opened the space for
policy interest rates to be cut from above 14
per cent to 2 per cent at present.

Yet, despite the demonstrated centrality of
the spending cap in securing macroeconomic
stability, the government allowed the spend-
ing cap to be breached with large pandemic-
related additional expenditure including a gen-
erous income support, especially to the
Bolsa-Familia households (roughly equivalent
to BPL households in India), which alone can
amount to over 4.5 per cent of GDP. Taken to-
gether, these measures will raise overall spend-
ing to above 28 per cent of GDP and together
with the revenue shortfall, will increase Brazil's
fiscal deficit from 6 per cent of GDPin 2019 to
an astounding 17 per cent of GDP this year.

And the additional spending has helped.
Although Brazil's COVID-19 infection rate was
about the same asin India in the second quar-
ter (in the last two months the rate has sta-
bilised while that in India has continued to
climb), GDP growth collapsed by 33.5 per cent,
half of that in India. Indeed, at 67.2 per cent
(annualised quarterly rate), the growth col-
lapse in India was the second largest in the
world next only to that in Peru. If one looks
under the hood, public spending helped to off-
set some of the collapse in private demand in
Brazil but in India it added to the decline. On
the back of the continued income support, an-
alysts have upgraded growth in Brazil while
further downgrading it in India.

All this discussion about Brazil's econom-
ics is to underscore a simple point: There are
times when policy needs to lean against and
times when it has to bend with the wind. This
isthe time todo the latter. Itisn’t that the mar-
ket has been overly generous towards Brazil.
Infact, at present there is palpable market angst
about the Brazilian government's budget plans
for 2021. If the 2021 budget does not reverse

the pandemic spending, the market will not
take it kindly. The ensuing financial stress will
likely unanchor inflationary expectations and
force the central bank toraise rates despite the
still fragile recovery. On the other hand, if the
government brings spending below the cap,
the attendant fiscal drag will be substantial.
But the central bank can continue to keep in-
terest rates low for longer and strengthen the
private sector recovery in 2021 especially as
balance sheets will be less damaged than oth-
erwise because of the income support this year.

And this is where the importance of in-
come support lies. It is not so much that it has
helped to support demand this year, but that
it has protected, to varying degrees, house-
hold and SME balance sheets from the exten-
sive damage the pandemicis likely to leave in
its wake. Unlike typical EM crises, the pan-
demic is not an instance of a financial crisis
turning into an economic shock because of
damaged balance sheets. Instead, it is an eco-
nomic shock brought on by the failure of the
public-health system that can turn into a fi-
nancial crisis if the damage is extensive.

In India, the debate over fiscal policy has
been too focused on demand management.
Income support or other government spend-
ing can help only modestly in compensating
the collapse in private demand until the link
between infection and mobility is broken.
That’sa public health problem. Economic pol-
icy cannot compensate for the weaknesses in
the public-health system. But appropriate eco-
nomic measures now can have amuch bigger
and long-lasting impact when the pandemic
has been brought under control and an eco-
nomic recovery gets underway in earnest.
What is needed is ample income support for
households and firms now so that the recovery
is not hamstrung by excessively damaged bal-
ance sheets. Otherwise, the pandemic can eas-
ily turn into a financial crisis, delaying the re-
covery and hurting medium-term growth.

The writer is Chief Emerging Markets
Economist, J.P. Morgan. Views are personal

SAFFRON AND SECUILAR

Swami Agnivesh’s commitment to plurality, rationality within faith never wavered

TEESTA SETALVAD

SWAMI AGNIVESH'’S unique persona
brought special meaning to the saffron robe.
Drawing deep spiritual and metaphysical
strength from the faith of the Arya Samaj, a
religion that was associated with power and
hegemony and had no role in social trans-
formation or justice was of no use to him.
Through the 28 years of our association,
what could have been the relationship be-
tween this Swami and a woman, an agnos-
tic and her partner, Javed Anand, the same?
This is probably best summed up in the
tribute that he paid to our monthly magazine,
Communalism Combat on its 10th anniver-
sary in August 2003, a year after the Gujarat
violence of 2002: “The passionate commit-
ment that Communalism Combat exemplifies
to disinfect the soul of India, countering the
cancer of communalism with the antidote of
trans-religious solidarity and uncompromis-
ing commitment to justice and equality,
makes it the foremost bastion of inspired
journalism in our times... this association is
an engagement of true spirituality.”
Swamiji’s journey into Indian public life
is best remembered through the efforts of
the Bandhua Mukti Morcha established in
1981 that culminated in the Bandhua Mukti
Morchavs Union of India judgment, the pass-
ing of the law to abolish child labour and fur-
ther explorations in the courts on the deep-
ening of constitutional rights of the most
marginalised. This commitment never wa-
vered and we saw him take this into the dark
reaches of Chhattisgarh for peace talks with
Maoists in 2010, where he was attacked by a
Salwa Judum mob. The experience led him to
file an affidavit in the Supreme Court, which

No wonder, then, that itis
the pallbearers of an
exclusivist faith who —
intolerant of a powerful
symbol in saffron that spoke
for a more eclectic Hinduism
— who attacked him brutally
in Jharkhand in 2018 again,
in an attempt at public
humiliation, disrobing, even
lynching. He escaped
narrowly but the damage
done to the 80-year-old’s
health was near fatal.

had an impact on the judgment banning
Salwa Judum a year later.

For those of us battling the corrosive can-
cer of communalism, it was Swamiji’s vision
of Indian society and state as multi-hued
and diverse, based on an unflinching com-
mitment to secularism and rationality, that
was so special. He stood tall and proud in his
Hinduism at the Allahabad Kumbh Mela,
opposite the stall of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, reclaiming a faith that he saw be-
ing both militarised and hegemonised. He
marched against the practice of Sati in
Rajasthan and he argued with his counter-
parts from other faiths, questioning notions
of “Hell” and “Damnation” and exclusive
evangelisation. His commitment to ration-
ality within faith never wavered.

In 1998, when the Kalyan Singh govern-
ment was set to make Saraswati Vandana
compulsory in UP's schools, Agnivesh’s sharp
detraction was unique: “The wry humour of
the situation becomes apparent when we
recall that Saraswati is supposed to be the
goddess of learning. UP is a state where illit-
eracy is endemic. Universal education for all
children under 14 years of age, as mandated
by the Constitution, has not been a priority
with any of the successive governments...
Could it be that the insult to the goddess of
learning in keeping millions of people illit-
erate is sought to be compensated by forc-
ing school children to do in ritual what the
government won't do in reality?”

No wonder, then, that it is the pallbear-
ers of an exclusivist faith who — intolerant
of a powerful symbol in saffron that spoke
for a more eclectic Hinduism — attacked

him brutally in Jharkhand in 2018 again, in
an attempt at public humiliation, disrobing,
even lynching. He escaped narrowly but the
damage done to the 80-year-old’s health
was near fatal.

Since 2014, he engaged in a direct satire
of obscurantist utterances from men in
power, even those at the very top. Videos of
these speeches drew support in far-flung vil-
lages and towns. In one such video, Agnivesh
points out, “The PM said that the Kauravas
multiplied themselves into hundreds. This,
they achieved through stem-cell trans-
plants”. Agnivesh mockingly laments: “Such
lies, such pageantry, such superstitions, and
India’s PM is perpetuating these! The coun-
try will move towards a deep abyss.”

The physical attacks did not stop after July
17, 2018. In August, a month later, he was
again seriously attacked, even by a woman
as he went to the BJP headquarters in Delhi
to pay respects to former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. The last such attack was in
Thiruvananthapuram in October last year
when Sangh Parivar cadres attempted to
manhandle him at a function which the gov-
ernor was also slated to attend.

For this saffron-robed modern-day
Swami, the colour of the robes he proudly
sported meant sacrifice, purity and commit-
ment. Inalife well and fully-lived — one that
should be celebrated — he brought a re-
newed faith in the colour saffron.

The writer, previously co-editor
Communalism Combat now co-edits
Sabrangindia.in and is secretary,
Citizens for Justice and Peace
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SALES TAX DISCORD

THE UNION GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSAL to
enlarge the additional excise duty net came
in for severe attack from state governments.
One non-Congress-Igovernment went to the
extent of questioning the Centre’s right to dis-
cuss the issue that came within the constitu-
tional jurisdiction of the states. The subject
came up at the conference of Chief Ministers
and ministers in charge of sales tax at Delhi.
Although Finance Minister R Venkataraman
made it clear that the Centre is not aiming at
“wholesale abolition” of the sales tax, the state
governments stuck to their stand that placing
restrictions on the tax would affect their re-

source mobilisation capacity. They also did not
agree with the Centre’s position that four more
items — vanaspati, pharmaceuticals, cement
and petrochemical products — should be
brought under additional excise duty.

TARAPUR IMPASSE

THE US SECRETARY of State Edmund
Muskie had conceded that India would not
be bound by the agreement in respect of
the accumulated plutonium wastes if the
1963 Tarapur agreement is breached by the
US by withholding uranium supplies to the
power plant. He also made it clear that
India had not issued any threat pertaining

New Delhi

to nuclear waste. The Secretary of State, in
fact, brought up the issue to reinforce his
appeal to the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee to give up its Opposition to the
Carter administration’s decision to honour
the 1963 pact.

(GAS POLITICS

Bangladesh Prime Minister Aziz ur
Rahman has said that gas would not be sold
to India, “against the will of the people”. He
told this to a group from the United
Peoples’ Party who had organised a sit-in
atthe Secretariat in protest against the pro-
posed move to sell gas.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Several months into the pandemic, it should not be beyond the capacity of
ministers, in partnership with the NHS and others, to meet the current,

more modest demand for tests.

— THE GUARDIAN

Our larger China picture

Anew national strategy, combining diplomatic and military means, is needed to counter
Beijing’s strategy to make India submit to its interests

Raja MENON

SOMETIME IN MARCH-APRIL this year,
Beijing started to concentrate troops, ar-
moured vehicles and munitions opposite our
posts in Aksai China at Galwan, Finger posts
and Depsang. By May-early June, they had
mustered close to 40,000 troops and accom-
panying artillery and armour. Why 40,0007
Maybe we will never know. It is a number
too small to take Ladakh, and too large to win
a border skirmish. Now that four months
have passed since what turned out to be two
border skirmishes, we can take a breath,
pause and reflect on what it was all about.
There has been a healthy and vociferous de-
bate among the thinkers in India and many
interpretations have been published in the
press and even many more offered outside,
among the general public.

Slowly but steadily the interpretations
of what happened have coalesced into two
schools. One of them, or the first, believes
that the Chinese exercise was a territorial
snatch in Aksai Chin, which they believe is
entirely theirs, accompanied by a “lesson”
to the Indians on being what they see as
obdurate and aggressive Indian behaviour
in not conceding Aksai Chin; and continu-
ing to publish Survey of India maps show-
ing the entire Aksai Chin as Indian territory
up to the Johnson-Ardagh line, or our bor-
der with Tibet.

This school’s thinking has many obvious
flaws. The chief one is that four NSAs have
spent something like 20 interrupted years
asking their Chinese counterparts the follow-
ing: One, where does Beijing think the inter-
national border lies? Two, what is their ver-
sion of the LACin Ladakh? Unfortunately, the
contents of the talks by the four NSAs have
never been made public, but bits and pieces
have emerged sporadically. The first bit of
news is that the Chinese want the settlement
of the border postponed to “the next gener-
ation”. Secondly, they are chary of handing
over any map showing the Chinese version of
the LACin the West. Militarily, the recent mo-
bilisation of 40,000 troops, artillery and ar-
mour has gained them something like 800
metres at the western LAC. Does this make
any strategic sense? They might even have
obtained that much, and perhaps more, if
they had negotiated a settlement at the NSA-
level talks. What they have achieved is to
force India to move forward three divisions to
the western LAC and go through the trouble
of supplying them through the winter. So, it
is unlikely that XiJinping had thought all this
out for a tiny extension of their LAC.

The second school of thought in India be-
lieves that territory has nothing to do with
it. They believe that, as China grows into per-
haps the most powerful nation on earth,
overtaking the actual US GDP by 2030,
Beijing will lay down the rules of world gov-
ernance. But what if India stands in the way
of Beijing’s desire to dominate Asia? We con-
test their entire southern border, refuse to
join the Belt and Road initiative, create an
anti-China maritime coalition, compete with
them for influence in South East Asia and

Africa, are unsupportive of their crackdown
on Taiwan, Hong Kong and Xinjiang and
move ever closer to the United States. Let us
not forget that Chinese political thought has
not matured in the crucible of the
Enlightenment. They don’t read Voltaire,
Rousseau, Adam Smith, Descartes, Diderot,
Locke, Kant and Spinoza, leading to the con-
cept of establishing ademocratic secular re-
public. However faulty the US record has
been since 1991 as the world’s hegemon,
when China assumes hegemonic power af-
ter 2030, we are going to get a nasty surprise.

Secularism, democracy and the rights of
man will play no partin Chinese foreign pol-
icy. Beijing will overturn every international,
financial, trade, diplomatic, arms control and
nuclear agreement that the world has put to-
gether in seven decades. As long as a nation
pays “symbolic” tribute to Beijing, China will
follow a hands-off policy — as they do with
North Korea.

We in India need to conduct a large and
vociferous debate on Chinese intentions. If it
is to creep forward on the international bor-
der, mustering overwhelming strength at
odd places to surprise us in a strategic am-
bush, then, stringing 3,50,000 troops along
the border to “defend” it is adequate. If the
Chinese intention is to “teach us a lesson” or

The competition with China
will not lead to war. Itisa
game of perceptions. What
China wants is Indian
acceptance of Beijing’s
benign superiority, and that
is a purely Chinese trait, not
to be confused with the
known rules of international
diplomacy. Talking from a
position of inferiority will
not lead to an equitable
solution. But first, a national
debate.

CR Sasikumar

“keep us in our place” or make us submis-
sive, need a new national strategy, combin-
ing diplomatic and military means.

That military strategy needs another ar-
ticle butis best executed in the Indian Ocean.
However, if our national goal is to concen-
trate on the creation of wealth and growing
GDP, thereby limiting our defence budget
and pensions to 2 per cent of GDP, let us pro-
claimit, tighten our belt, look down and walk
softly. Post the Galwan incident, Wang Yi, the
Chinese foreign minister has already told S
Jaishankar to forget the territorial dispute
and concentrate on “the larger picture”. But
after Galwan and Pangong Tso we will clearly
approach the larger picture from a position of
tactical inferiority, unless we develop some
punitive capability, which it seems could
only be in the Indian ocean. The competition
with China will not lead to war. Itis a game of
perceptions. What China wants is Indian ac-
ceptance of Beijing’s benign superiority, and
that is a purely Chinese trait, not to be con-
fused with the known rules of international
diplomacy. Talking from a position of inferi-
ority will not lead to an equitable solution.
But first, a national debate.

The writer, a former rear admiral in the navy,
is author of A Nuclear Strategy for India

b Mubarak Ho! Modiji
E ' At 70, the prime minister has come to represent the spirit of the times
MRINAL PANDE

BEFORE THE proponents of Shuddh Hindi bop
me on my head for using the Urdu phrase
Mubarak Ho! instead of the Hindi Badhai Ho!
let me clarify that the reason I use this phrase
towish our Prime Minister a very happy 70th
birthday is, that Bollywood has already stolen
the traditional phrase, “BadhaiHo!” and given
itan avoidable spin.

Onyour 70th birthday today, you, sir, com-
mand a powerful image: An uncommonly
honest man, scrupulous about material affairs
who has risen from the ranks. An ordinary
family in asmall town where the men workin
factories or tea stalls and women cook and
clean for their own family and often for other
families too, few sons were lucky enough to
complete their education and luckier still to
get that coveted college degree. You, Mr Prime
Minister sir, have told us that hard work is
above Harvard. True. You yourself have im-
bibed most of your deep insights into human
nature, not at Oxford or Cambridge, but in
India fromyour seasoned, kind and wise men-
tors of the Sangh Parivar.

This reminds one of a story. An arrogant
scholar who had studied at various metaphys-
ical schools came to the fabled Mullah
Nasruddin and expressed a wish to shareideas
with the great teacher since he had spent so
much time in studying in the best schools of
philosophy. “Alas,” said Nasruddin, “you have
studied the teachers and teachings. What
should have happened is that the teachers and
their teaching should have studied you”.

In the Jewish tradition, 70 is a very signif-
icant number. Seventy elders were assembled
by Moses on God’s command in the desert.
Psalm 90:10 allots three scores and ten (70
years) to an age that spells strength. Strength
such as this brings a serenity and calm within
the heartand leads toa certain detached view
of the world. Truth be told, since the ad man
Prasoon Joshi located a certain fakir like soul in
you, the nation too has glimpsed that. We have
all witnessed your soulful journeys into re-
mote epochs via hill shrines and forests of the
beautiful Devbhumi of Uttarakhand.

The trip to the jungles in the Corbett Park
was particularly a treat to sore urban eyes.
Accompanied by Bear Grylls, you spoke all
through in Hindi, translated into English, we
were told, simultaneously by a device planted
in Grylls’ ears. That and the unfolding images
in pristine surroundings set a really holy sur-
realist tone, almost crossing into the territory
marked by great painters like Magritte or
Chagall. But then harsh political realities cut
the dream trip short. As you rushed back to
Delhi to meet a crisis, we realised how the
pedestal upon which the nation places a great
leader, can be such a lonely and demanding
place. Not many there do get to embrace
Mother Nature for long.

But with your well-targeted strike
against the Enemy, sir, you taught the nation
of peaceniks that, in 2019, the only lasting
path to regional arms control, is the one
where instead of turning the Gandhian

cheek, we let them have it on both cheeks.
By abandoning your idyllic trip half way, you
turned an “apada” into an “avasar”, and en-
sured that a resounding electoral victory fol-
lowed at home later.

The nation has learnt much from you
since.

You have, for example, helped millions of
us realise that electorally speaking, God may
be said to be in details, but the Mother
Goddess lies in questions. So at each election
rally you raise prickly questions about your
no-good rivals: Isn’t liberalism cowardice?
And what about the Lutyen’s lifestyle? TRP
ratings escalated each time you roared:
“Bhaiyo, behenon, un logon mein zameenee
Bharat ka agyan/ bhrishtachar/ vanshvaad etc,
tumne bhi dekha hai ki nahin dekha? Dekha
hai ki nahin dekha? Bolo meri baat sahi hai ki
nahin?” And till even those who had climbed
trees and poles to see you, yelled back, “Ekdum
Sahi!”. And, as though on cue, a roar went up
chanting your name like a mantra.

Many of your detractors may try to sully
the narrative here by pointing out how the
Indian economy stands considerably weak-
ened by the pandemic, global climate
changes, trade deficits and shrinkage of jobs.
But with the wisdom age brings we senior
citizens know better. Hasn't (Groucho) Marx
sungin Duck Soup: “The world is but a stage,
my friend, and life is but a game.../For
whether a man is right or wrong/A woman
gets the blame.”

Don't let them sully your birthday mood
by petty nit-picking. It is you who has also
opened gates to popularity on the social me-
dia, where what the Germans call the zeitgeist,
the spirit of the times, resides. You have also
entered young India via the twin popular are-
nas of cricket and Bollywood. A few joyous
photo-ops and you made more youthful and
talkative friends there, outstripping even your
biggest Bollywood admirer, Big B, or the crick-
eting legend, M S Dhoni.

Evenin the matter of citizenship, you have
injected vast changes. Under the rule of the
law as spelt out by our Constitution, we had
been told we were equals. But the amend-
ments to the British Epidemic Diseases Act of
1897, and a timely promulgation of the
Epidemic Diseases (Amendment) ordinance,
has ensured that in these difficult times, for
our own sake, we must be treated as unequal
when need be. The word “police” has once
againbeen made synonymous with its Middle
French meaning, that is government. The state
of Uttar Pradesh, as always, leads here from
the front by example.

So a grateful nation wishes you a very
happy 70th birthday with lines from a birth-
day poem by Samuel Johnson: “Wealth, Sir
John, was made to wander,/Let it wander as it
will:/See the jockey, see the pander,/Bid them
come and take their fill.”

The writer is former chairperson,
Prasar Bharati.|

Building a
new India

In six years, PM Modi has transformed the
narrative within the country,and outside it

YOGI ADITYANATH

“RAJAKALASYA Karnam” — the timeless wis-
dom that Bheeshma Pitamah passed on to
Yudhisthir in the “Shanti Parv” of the
Mahabharat — may seem esoteric in spirit,
but it carries a message. It means a ruler is
never a slave of circumstances, but creates
them by his acts. The sad story of India since
Independence has been of alacklustre lead-
ership pushing the nation into anarchy, in-
security, social disharmony; crisis of faithand
unavailability of the basics. If this was the in-
ternal condition, on the world platform, the
country failed to command respect from its
peers. Fortunately, those circumstances have
now been consigned to the past and a new
India has emerged. In six years, our illustri-
ous Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
turned India into a nation to reckon with.

Since Independence, the leaders kept
talking about the last manin the last line, but
itis only now that the fruits of welfare en-
deavours and infrastructure have actually
reached the common man. The unique jour-
ney from “Antyodaya” to “Rashtrodaya” was
made possible by the sheer compassionate
persona of Modiji, who comprehended the
ethos, mindset and sentiment of the masses
and linked them to nationalism. This, indeed,
was anexample of channelising the power of
masses into nation building.

The Prime Minister has united the poor,
youth, farmers and women into a single unit
and upheld the slogan of “Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vishwas”. Be it Beti Padhao-Beti
Bachao or the Ujjwala Yojana, welfare
schemes have been created to benefit the
last manin the line and to instilin womena
sense of self-pride and self-reliance. How
can one forget the abolition of triple talaq.
With this one act, the PM, on behalf of the
nation, bestowed honour on womenand re-
stored their fundamental rights.

In the last six years, a string of welfare
schemes were introduced to establishanew
regime of social justice and public welfare.
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana was one such
scheme, through which the government
subsidised houses for the poor and down-
trodden — about three crore houses were
built. As many as four crore families bene-
fited through the ambitious Har Ghar Bijli
scheme. Eight crore gas connections under
PM Ujjwala Yojana were distributed to
women below the poverty line. It was the
first instance someone had thought of sav-
ing women from carbon-induced diseases.
Asmany as 12 crore farmers were honoured
with Prime Minister Kisan Samman Yojana,
over 23 crore were linked to the Mudra Loan
Yojana and 50 crore people were benefited
by the Ayushman Yojana.

The PM Crop Scheme, PM Agriculture
Irrigation Scheme, MSP, Kisan Samman Nidhi
provided solace to farmers, who had been
neglected for years. He galvanised the youth
of this country and made them self-reliant

and self-sufficient by launching Skill India,
Stand Up India, Start Up India, Make In India
and Mudra Yojana, which also gave eco-
nomic impetus to the country.

The sustained efforts of the Prime
Minister has led to our great country re-es-
tablishing its mythological, cultural and spir-
itual traditions. India received global recog-
nition through Namami Gange, Vishwa Yoga
Day, laying of the foundation stone of Shri
Ram temple at Ayodhya, and the conduct of
a grand Prayag Kumbh. It took a superhu-
man effort for Modi to get Yoga recognised
by the United Nations, which declared June
21 asInternational Yoga Day. Over 200 coun-
tries are now following this great cultural
and spiritual tradition of our country. Over
24 crore devotees experienced the religious
and spiritual grandeur of Prayag Kumbh.
Under the guidance of the Prime Minister, it
turned out to be “Divya Kumbh Bhavya
Kumbh”, which made UNESCO tagitas “in-
tangible heritage” of humanity.

The country had been facing security
challenges for the past several decades. The
Prime Minister has thwarted all those chal-
lenges and laid the foundation of a power-
ful Bharat. With the “Look East” policy, the
PM brought infrastructural benefits to the
Northeast and through “Act East Policy”, the
region could accrue the advantages of prox-
imity to East Asia. Articles 370 and 35 A that
had been haunting Indians for decades
were abolished. With this, the Prime
Minister reaffirmed the idea of “Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat”. In both the Northeast
and Kashmir, there is now an atmosphere of
peace and harmony and people have be-
come development oriented.

In international relations, the PM has
taken “friendship” with “friends” to new
heights, while the enemies were handed a
strong message. While keeping the country’s
sovereignty and security in the focus, the PM
has given due importance to dialogue, com-
passion, co-operation, activity and partner-
ship in the foreign policy. The neighbouring
country against whom we carried out a sur-
gicaland air strike inretaliation, cannot even
dare to look at us. At this point, superpower
USA considers India as its strategic partner
and Europe wants to establish economicand
defence cooperation with us.

Itis Uttar Pradesh’s good fortune that
Kashi, the ancient city of Baba Vishwanath, is
represented in Parliament by the Prime
Minister. In the last six years, Modi has re-
ferred to Kashi as “My Kashi”, which has gone
a long way in giving new dimensions to its
culture and spirituality. Kashi’s ghats, tem-
plesand mostimportantly, Baba Vishwanath
Dham are symbolic of the PM’s personality
and body of work. His keen eye for detailand
constant monitoring of development proj-
ects in Kashi is inspirational. The way he in-
teracts with booth-levels workers to social,
cultural, spiritual and business organisations,
sends outa positive message.

[find myself blessed to have got aleader,
mentor and guide in our beloved PM Modi,
a person with unmitigated righteousness,
unquestionable sense of service towards
mankind and overwhelming sensitivity. [
pray to Shri Ram that Modiji continues to
grace our lives forever.

The writer is Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

PENALISING FARMERS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Wrong
way out’ (IE, September 16). The central
government once again prohibited ex-
ports of all varieties of onion with imme-
diate effect as prices trebled in a month.
The government should have allowed
restricted export of onion. Such market
interventions with a complete ban are
wrong because producers are losing
their share in the international market.
India’s share has already come down to
40 per cent from 80 per cent. A six-
month ban on onion export had ended
only a few months ago. If such practices
continue, the international market will
not rely on India. The ban will affect the
farmers the most — the government’s
anti-farmer side is now is showing.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

COMPLICATED PEACE

THISREFERSTO the article, Two theatres
of peacemaking’ (IE, September 15).
Exactly 19 years after the US military in-
tervention in Afghanistan following the
9/11 terror attack, the Taliban and Afghan
government are sitting down for peace
talks in Qatar. While the peace negotia-
tions will be tough, the Islamist group
and its Pakistani benefactors do seem to
have the upper hand. After all, Pakistan
has never given up on cultivating
Afghanistan as strategic depth against
India. But India enjoys huge goodwill
among the Afghan people. And many
within the Taliban have been wary of
Pakistan and make common cause with
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Pakistani Pashtuns in opposing
Islamabad’s oppressive policies.
Vandana, Chandigarh

KANGANA'S MUTINY

THIS REFERS TO the article,
‘Establishment’s Warrior (IE, September
15).Kangana Ranaut has had a frosty re-
lationship with the high and mighty of
Bollywood after she took up the nepo-
tismissue on Karan Johar’s show. Instead
oflauding the courage of this small-town
girl who made it to Bollywood and yet
chose to run the gauntlet, she was rub-
bished publicly amidst audacious cheers
tonepotism. Actually, Bollywood has al-
ways been a “quarantine zone” of its own
kind. Maybe Kangana’s mutiny is a mo-
mentous one.

Sangeeta Kampani, Delhi

New Delhi
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Advertisement No.PGI/RC/2020/122/3065
NOTICE FOR WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

The Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh intends to fill
up 06 (UR) vacant posts of Assistant Professors in the department of Anaesthesia (02),
Gastroenterology (01), Radiotherapy (01) & Obst. & Gynae. (02) purely on contract basis for a
period of six months or till such time the regular appointments against these posts are made
whichever is earlier through walk-in-interview.

The candidates willing to appear in the above said walk-in-interview must submit their

Dated: 16.09.2020

brief bio-datas (in triplicate) in the prescribed proforma complete in all respects on
21.09.2020 at 11:00 AM positively in the Recruitment Cell of the Institute. The interview for
this post will be conducted on 21.09.2020 at 02:30 PM onwards. For further details like
required age, qualification, experience, remuneration and prescribed application form etc.,
candidates may visit PGl website www.pgimer.edu.in.

591/PGI DIRECTOR

Slain Kerala soldier was days away from leave ¢

Thiruvananthapuram: The
Kerala solider killed in a
ceasefire violation along
the Line of Control on
Tuesday was just days
away from returning
home. Naik Aneesh
Thomas, 36, of 17 Madras
Regiment was set to reach

Kollam’s Ettiva village on
September 25.

had called the family

about the leave. He
wanted his wife Emily to
get a room ready for his
quarantine. He spoke to
his daughter, six-year-old

SHINY VARGHESE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

Hanna. We were waiting
for him, but got the shock-
ing news,” said Daniel, a
relative.  SHAJU PHILIP

“Two days back, he

NORTHERN RAILWAY
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
30-Elect-24-T-2020-21-E3
Electrical work in connection with replacement of over
head with underground cable & augmentation of
power supply arrangement with other allied works at

Name of work and its location

S.P.Marg.
Approx cost of the works in Rs.72.98lacs
Address of the office Sr. Divil Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi.
Earnest Money Rs. 146000.00
Date & time of submission 12.10.2020, 13.00 Hrs.
of tender
Opening of tender 12.10.2020, 13.00 Hrs
Website & notice board www.ireps.gov.in & Sr. Divl. Elect. Engineer/

General, New Delhi.
2010/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

CORRIGENDUM OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Northern Railway Moradabad Division invited Expression of interest on date: 17.08.2020 to work
as a rail aggregator / handler for collection and transportation of cargo, whose suggestions and

questions were soughttill 10.09.2020.

9760534973.

Please join
us on

lbi] 1

2015/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Buildings (C&M) Circle, (Medical Works), Madurai - 625 002.
EXTENSION NOTIFICATION NO.07SE/BCMC (MW) /MDU/2020-2021, DATE : 16.09.2020

Further  details may

DIPR/ 3479 /TENDER/2020

Last date for submission of Pre-Qualification application mentioned in the
NOTIFICATION NO : 04SE/BCMC (MW) /MDU/2020-2021/Dt : 10.08.2020
Extended as follows :
Last date for availability of pre-qualification application - upto 24.09.2020, 5.45 pm.
Last date for submission of pre-qualification application - 25.09.2020, 3.00 pm.
pre-qualification opening date - 25.09.2020, 3.30 pm.

www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in.

be downloaded from the following websites

Superintending Engineer PWD.,
Buildings (C&M) Circle, M.W. Madurai.

Integrated Helpline No. 139 Security Helpline No. 182

Ameeting was held in the Divisional Office with interested customers / agencies / companies and
other units, in which many parties were unable to give their proposals till the scheduled time and
the parties requested for some extra time to submit the proposals. In view of the demand of the
parties, the last date for sending all the proposals has been extended up to 12.10.2020.

Offers of interested parties are invited by 12.10.2020 to Senior Divisional Commercial
Manager/FS, Divisional Railway Manager Office, Moradabad-244001 and can be sent to
e-mail: 1. pamcell.mb@gmail.com 2. srdcmfsmb@gmail.com and Whatsapp number:
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SCHOLAR, INSTITUTION builder, cul-
tural matriarch—Kapila Vatsyayan was
known for her intimate knowledge of
Indian classical dance and her innate
ability to knit literature and the arts in
the aesthetic understanding of it.
Founding director of Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA),
New Delhi, Vatsyayan was awarded the
Padma Vibhushan in 2011. A Rajya
Sabha MP and bureaucrat, she was in-
strumental in guiding policies thatim-
pacted Indian dance. Vatsyayan passed
away early Wednesday at her residence
here. She was 91.

Born in Delhi, she was the second
child to her parents Ram Lal and
Satyawati. Vatsyayan’s mother, a Hindi

writer, was instru-

General Public is hereby informed that one
female namely. Name : Suman W/o
Rahul R/o Nangloi Delhi was found at
Near Pahar Ganj Bus Stand, DBG
Road, Delhi She had came from Nangloi
and forgotten the way to her house and
now she has been staying in BAPNU
GHAR, Bhagwandass Road, Delhi. In
this regard, a DD No. 119-A date

i i il
10.09.2020 has been lodged at PS Pahar Ganj. The description
of founded female is as under :- Name : Suman, Age : about
28 Years, Height: 4'6", Built: Medium, Face: Round,
Complexion : Sallow, Wearing: Red colour saree, Orange
Colourblouse, Nose Ring (Nathani) and Slipper in feet.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this lady but no clue has come to light so far.
Any, person having any information or clue about this lady may
kindly inform to the following. SHO
P.S., Pahar Ganj, Delhi
Ph : 011-23520787, 23524746,
8750012525, 8750042525

DP/357/CD/2020

mental in getting her
to learn dance from
the age of eight. Her
elder brother Keshav
Malik was a poet and
younger brother
Subhash Malik is a

KAPILA VATSYAYAN
1928-2020
cultural anthropologist. Thus,

LGRS Auction Notice No. 05/2020-21

E-Auction Program for the Month of October - 2020

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

No. SNT-JU-04-2020-21, Dt: 15.09.20
Open E-tenders are invited by DRM
(S&T), Jodhpur for and on behalf of the
President of India for S&T work. Details
as below. (1) Name of work: S&T works
in connection with TTR and TBR work
over JU Division of NW Railway. (2)
Estimated cost of the work:
¥ 56,49,353/- (R/O) (3) Address of the
NIT Issuing office: Sr. DSTE/JU NWR,
DRM Office Harish Joshi Marg Jodhpur.
(4) Earnest money to be deposited:
%1,13,000/- (5) Last Date & time for
submission of E-tender and opening
of tender: 07/10/2020 Upto 15:00 Hrs
through E-tendering online submission
on IREPS, Tender will be opened at 15:00
Hrs. (6) Website particulars, where
complete details of tender can be seen
and participated: www.ireps.gov.in
Note: This is an E-Tender, so tenderer
can participate through e-tendering

process only on mentioned website.
761-DK/20

All prospective bidders are invited to participate in the on-line public auctions being
conducted for sale of scrap material.

Please join us on [ [ /NWRailways

Art was expression of life for her’

foundation in Sanskrit, Indology and
archaeology. In 1956, she married
Hindi writer S H Vatsyayan, but they
later separated.

Vatsyayan would eke out the
essence of every art tradition and see
itin the light of modernity. This culmi-
nated in her book Classical Indian
Dance in Literature and the Arts
(Sangeet Natak Akademi, 2007).

Vatsyayan would eke out the
essence of every art tradition and see
itin the light of modernity. This culmi-
nated in her book Classical Indian

Dance in Literature and the Arts

Vatsyayan grew up in an environment
that nurtured writers and thinkers.
Vatsyayan learned dance under gu-
rus including Kathak maestro Acchan
Mabharaj, father of Pandit Birju Maharaj;
Bharatanatyam exponent Meenakshi
Sundaram Pillai; and later from
Rukmini Devi Arundale’s disciple
Lalitha. She also learned other dance
forms including Manipuri and Odissi.
After her Masters in English from
Delhi University, she went to the US for
higher studies. It was there that she was
exposed to modern dance techniques

and literary studies, and
through readings of the
Upanishads and cultural
philosophers like Ananda
Coomaraswamy she grew
to understand dance as a
way of self-awareness.
Subsequently, she returned
to India and did her Phd at
BHU under scholar
Vasudeva Sharan Agarwal,
who helped strengthen her

(Sangeet Natak Akademi, 2007).

“She gave writers like me a three-
dimensional view of the arts,” said
dance historian and critic Sunil Kothari.

“Art was always an expression of
life for her. At IGNCA, she brought
scholars from everywhere. It was a vi-
brant time when she headed the insti-
tution,” said Sudha Gopalakrishnan,
Executive Director, Sahapedia, who
worked with her in the late 1990s.

Not someone to mince words,
Vatsyayan was strong, forceful and
committed to excellence. She influ-
enced many institutions including the
Central University of Tibetan Studies,
Centre for Cultural Resource and
Training and the India International
Centre.

“As dancers, we viewed her as a
scholar, but she liked to be seen as a
dancer. Nobody else has her scholar-
ship or the philosophical grace. She was
an ashraya, an umbrella, who shaded
and nourished us,” said Bharatanatyam
dancer Leela Samson. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

E-Auction Dates Jurisdiction of lots Contact No.

8, 17 & 28 October 2020 Dy. CMM / GSD / Gorakhpur | 0551 - 2283558

7,21 & 30 October 2020 Dy. CMM / GSD / Izzatnagar | 0581 - 2518138

9, 23 & 30 October 2020 Sr. DMM / Lucknow 0522 - 2233113

6, 15 & 29 October 2020 Sr. DMM / Varanasi 0542 - 2224819

8,22 & 28 October 2020 Sr. DMM / Izzatnagar 0581 -2518104

Type of material : Scrap Rail, Cast Iron, Melting, MS, condemned Rolling Stock
(Coaches, Wagons and Locomotives), Turning & Boring, Non-Ferrous such as copper,
Aluminium, Batteries etc.

In the event of Auction not being completed on the same day, Auction may be continued
on the subsequent days also.

Details of Auction catalogue, Procedure and Conditions of sale are available at
WWW.ireps.gov.in

This auction programme is also available on North Eastern Railway website
www.ner.indianraiwlays.gov.in
CPRO/S-25 Principal Chief Materials Manager

About any Passenger Amenity Complaint SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955.

"DO NOT SMOKE BIDI/ CIGARATE IN TRAIN"

No. RGPV/RUSA/2020/3099

following details, for its various departments :

RAJIV GANDHI PROUDYOGIKI VISHWAVIDYALAYA

(University of Technology of Madhya Pradesh)
Airport Road, Bhopal — 462033, Phone : 2678868, Tele Fax : 0755-2742006, Website: www.rgpv.ac.in

Date : 16 .09.2020

E-TENDER NOTICE

Online Tenders are invited up to 08th October 2020 till 3.00 PM by RGPV, Bhopal from eligible Manufacturers/
Authorized Dealers/Distributors, for the supply of the laboratory Equipments and related items for its various
departments, worth approximately Rs.760 Lakhs from grant under RUSA/AICTE/University funds, as per

S. Name of Department Tender Approx Cost Total EMD
No. No. (Rs. in lakhs)
1. Civil Engineering RGPV/RUSA/2020/CIVIL/01 105 Rs. 3,15,000
2.  Electrical Engineering RGPV/RUSA/2020/EX/02 75 Rs. 2,15,000
3.  Electronics & Communication RGPV/RUSA/2020/EC/03 64.5 Rs. 1,93,500
4. Mechanical Engineering RGPV/RUSA/2020/MECH/04 19 Rs. 57,000
5.  Petrochemical Technology RGPV/RUSA/2020/PETRO/05 105 Rs. 3,15,000
6. Applied Physics RGPV/RUSA/2020/physics/06 32 Rs. 96,000
7.  Applied Chemistry RGPV/RUSA/2020/ Chemistry /07 30 Rs. 90,000
8.  School of Bio Technology RGPV/RUSA/2020/UTD-BT/08 75 Rs. 2,25,000
9.  School of Pharmaceutical RGPV/RUSA/2020/UTD-SoPS/09 110 Rs. 3,30,000
Sciences
10. School of Nano Tech. RGPV/RUSA/2020/SoNT/10 26 Rs. 78,000
11. School of Energy & Env. Mgmt RGPV/RUSA/2020/UTD-SoEEM/11 13 Rs. 39,000
12. Central Work Shop RGPV/RUSA/2020/ Workshop/12 40 Rs. 1,20,000
13. Energy park repair & RGPV/RUSA/2020/UTD-SoEEM/AMC/13 13 Rs. 39,000
AMC Tech. AMC
14. Mining, UIT Shahdol RGPV/SHAHDOL/2020/UIT/14 37.5 Rs. 1,12,000
15. RPS-AICTE RGPV/RPS/2020/PJ/15 15 Rs. 45,000

Madhyam/98465/2020

The bids are to be submitted through on-line mode at www.mptenders.gov.in. The cost of the tender document
is Rs. 5000/- each. Eligibility & other details are given on university’s website www.rgpv.ac.in. The tenders will
be available on the above website and university’s website from 17th September 2020.

M.P.

REGISTRAR

THE ADMINISTRATION OF UNi-ON TERRITORY OF LADAKH

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, LEH
Tel. No. 01982-252010, Fax No. 01982-252106 E-mail dcleh-jk@nic.in

Subject: Declaration of Missing persons as dead.

NOTICE

Whereas, the Superintendent of Police, Leh has reported that below
mentioned person belongs to Tyakshi Village has been reportedly miss-
ing from the District.

Whereas, the Superinendent of Police, Leh was directed to enquire into
the details in the missing case in her respective village, through con-
cerned SHO/Lumbardar and members.

Whereas, the Superintendent of Police, Leh has reported that they had
conducted through enquiry/verification in the missing case of below
mentioned person and recommended for “Presumption of death.”

S. | Name Parentage | Sex | Age| Village/ | Place of Date of

No. State | Missing Missing

1 Rogsana| Ghulam F 18 | Tyakshi, | Shayok River | 08-07-
Parveen | Mohd Nubra 2010

Thereafore, it is hereby informed to all concerned to file an objection if

any against presuming the above missing person as dead and inform

this office, within 15 days from the date of issuance of this notice, falling

which it will be presumed that there is no claim/objection for presuming
the above person as dead.

Sd/-

District Magistrate

Leh ladakh

No: JC-180(MP)2020(903) Dated: 14.09.2020

dis- afaroie Rega

ATE-UTE g, THehwaT, 3T -282007
(CIN No.U31200UP2003SGC027460)
(GSTIN No. 09AACCD0695D1ZS)
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go @t fedieR:  17.10.2020.
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FORM NO. INC-26
[Pursuant to Rule 30 of Companies
(Incorporation) Rules 2014]

Advertisement to be published in
Newspaper for the change in Registered

Office of the Company from one state to
another

Before the Central Government
Northern Region Bench, Delhi

In the matter of sub-section 4 of section
13 of the Companies Act 2013 and clause
(a) of sub-section (5) of Rule 30 of the
Companies (Incorporation) Rules 2014

AND

In the matter of M/S NANJING
ELECTRIC INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
having its Registered Office at “Sai House
Plot No 18 Jyoti Enclave Saveri GB
Nagar Near Vrindavan Hospital Noida
NCR Gautam Buddha Nagar UP
201301”

Applicant Company

Notice is hereby given to General Public
that the company proposes to make the
application to the Central Government
under section 13 of the Companies Act
2013, seeking confirmation of alteration
of Memorandum of Companies of the
company in term of special resolution
passed at Extra ordinary General Meeting
held on TUESDAY, 04TH DAY OF
AUGUST 2020 to enable the company
to change its Registered Office from “State
of Uttar Pradesh” to “State of
Maharashtra”.

Any person whose interest is likely to be
affected by the proposed change, may
deliver either on MCA-21 portal
(www.mca.gov.in) by filling investor
complaint form or cause to be deliver or
send by registered post of his/her
objections supported by an affidavit stating
the nature of his/her interest and ground
of opposition to the Regional Director at
the Address B-2 WING, 2nd FLOOR,
PARYAVARAN BHAWAN, CGO
COMPLEX, NEW DELHI - 110003, within
14 Days of date of publication of this
notice with a copy to the applicant
company at its registered office at the
address mentioned

below. Plot No.193/194, MIDC Gonde,
Gonde Dumala, Igatpuri, Nashik,
Maharashtra, 422403

For and on behalf of applicant
XIA XUDONG

DIRECTOR

DIN: 08395549

Rajasthan: 11 die
as boat capsizes

Jaipur: At least 11 persons
drowned and two others were
missing after a boat capsized in
Chambalriverin Rajasthan’s Kota
district on Wednesday morning,
police said.

District Collector Ujjwal
Rathore said the passengers on
the boat were mostly devotees
headed to atemple in Bundi dis-
trict. “There were a total of 32
persons on the boat, as well as
about 13-14 motorcycles,” said
Rathore.“It was a locally-made
boat and was overloaded. As it
capsized close to shore, some
managed to swim back or were
rescued,” he said. A child was
among those dead. ENS

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION

SUPPLY OF SAND FILLING OF
SAND & ELECTRICAL WORK
E-TENDER - NOTICE No Sr DEE/ADI/
16(2020-21) dtd. 11.09.2020, Sr. No.: 1,
Tender No.: EL-50-1-ADI-T-32-2020-21,
Name of work: Supply of sand filling of
sand in loco sand boxes of electric and
diesel freight locos and attending sand
gears for 730 days at Vatva vyard.
Estimated Cost: < 59,95,590.80/-, EMD:
% 119 900/-, Sr. No.: 2, Tender No.: EL-
50-1-ADI-T-34-2020-21, Name of work:
Chharodi Electrical work for extension of
Line No 1 dead end towards Ahmedabad
end by 750 meter for handling auto car
traffic. Estimated Cost: ¥ 11,61,161/-,
EMD: ¥ 23 200/-, For all Tenders: Date
and time of submission: Not later than
15.00 Hrs of 12.10.2020, Date and time
of opening: 12.10.2020 at 15.00 hrs.
Address of the office: Sr. Divisional
Electrical Engineer, D.R.M. Office (WR),
Near Chamunda bridge, Opp. G.C.S.
Hospital, Naroda road, Amdupura,
Ahmedabad-382345. Website details:
www.ireps.gov.in 101

Like us on: [ facebook.com/WesternRly

HARYANA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Haryana Undertaking)
Bays No. 59-62, Sector-2, Panchkula, Phone: 0172-2590608
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT)

HMSCL invites E-tenders for two years Rate Contract for

8002 Nos. of Glucometer with 10953400 Nos. of Glucostrips and

12430818 Nos. of Auto Disable Lancets on the website:

www.etenders.hry.nic.in. Please see Corrigendum if any regard-

ing these tenders on the website: www.etenders.hry.nic.in only.
Sd/-

Managing Director,

HMSCL, Panchkula.

82823/HRY

¢ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

| TENDER NOTICE & 4

AMOUNT | EMD
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MANAGING DIRECTOR, Tirupali Smart ciby Corporation Limitad

New Delhi
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

C#VID-19 VACCINE TRACKER

THE US drug regulator, Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), has not yet
taken a decision on whether to re-
sume clinical trials on the
AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine. Halted
after an adverse reaction in a partici-
pant in England, trials have
resumed in that country.

Reports in the US media
said the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) has
launched its own investiga-
tion into the incident that
had led to the halt two
weeks ago. A woman participant in
England had showed symptoms of se-
vere illnesses because of which
phase-2 and phase-3 trials of the
AstraZenecavaccine candidate in sev-
eral countries, including India, were

US yet to take a decision on
resuming AstraZeneca trials

stopped. Following an assessment by

an independent expert committee,

and drug regulator in the UK, the tri-

als were allowed torestartin England

earlier this week. AstraZeneca said the

patient had recovered and been dis-
charged from hospital.

Trials have not resumed

in any other country. News

reports in the US said the

“highest levels of NIH” were

concerned about the lack of

clarity over what exactly had

happened to the participant.

The fate of the trial in India too is

uncertain as of now. In India, com-

bined phase-2 and phase-3 trials of

the vaccine had begun towards the

end of August. So far, 100 participants

have been given the vaccine.

INDIATOTAL CASES
5,020,359

Source: Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, updated at 11 pm on Sept 16

AMONG VARIOUS fac-
tors that make certain
groups of people more
vulnerable to severe
Covid-19 outcomes,
here’s one more: ob-
structive sleep apnoea.
This is a condition that
causes a pause in breath-
ing, or shallow breathing,
when a person is asleep.
A new study has found
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Note: The Sept 15 figure in this graph is based on the government update on Sept 16

Sleep apnoea may increase
risk for Covid-19 patients

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

WORLD TOTAL CASES
29,628,650

Source: Johns Hopkins University,
updated at 11 pmon Sept 16

Covid-19 patients who
were also diagnosed
with obstructive sleep
apnoea. The researchers
flagged the need to fur-
ther investigate the im-
pactof the virus on those
with the sleep condition
and to better identify
those currently undiag-
nosed withiit.

The systematic re-

that people diagnosed
with obstructive sleep
apnoea could be at increased risk of
adverse outcomes from Covid-19.
The study, from the University of
Warwick, is published in the journal
Sleep Medicine Reviews. The conclusion
is drawn from a systematic review of
studies that reported outcomes for

view looked at 18 stud-
ies up to June 2020 —
eight mainly related to the risk of
death from Covid-19, and 10 related
to sleep apnoea. The review found ev-
idence to suggest that many patients
who presented to intensive care had
obstructive sleep apnoea.

Source: University of Warwick

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Why China harvests India data

Zhenhua Data scrapes information that’s in public domain. So what's the big deal? The big deal is in how
big data works, the sweep of the targets — and the uses it can be put to

PVAIDYANATHANIYER
& JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

THE GOVERNMENT of India on
Wednesday decided to set up an
“expert committee” under the
National Cyber Security
Coordinator in the National
Security Council Secretariat fol-
lowing a three-part investigative
series by The Indian Express. The
committee will study the reports,
evaluate their implications, as-

sess any violations of law, and grare e S
submit its recommendations Erpp

within 30 days.

The series reveals how a
Shenzhen-based information
technology firm, Zhenhua Data,
with links to the Chinese govern-
ment and military, is monitoring
over 2.5 million individuals
across the world, including at
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columns against each name. But
itspells out the dataambition the
company wants to achieve over
time. The chances of striking gold
—actionable intelligence — mul-
tiply as the data pool grows. And
the chances of even a fraction of
the Overseas Key Information
Database — already 5 billion
pieces of information and count-
ing — yielding what is called
“useable data” is motivation
enough to keep invested in the
project.

Companies are subject toreg-
ulation, and can be held account-
able or asked questions by
elected legislatures. In contrast, a
Chinese company, from an
opaque authoritarian set-up,
mining big data in a more open
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least 10,000 Indians. The investi- = —
gation has elicited a range of re- .
sponses.

The Indian Express attempts to frame the  Question of

context given the prevailing situation on the
India-China border, the scale and legality of
the operations, the technology involved, and
the end-use possibilities, given the trove of
information being collected.

The background

Over the past decade, the rapid evolution
of Internet technology, cheap phones, and
cheaper data, has transformed the lives of ur-
banand rural Indians in ways that now seem
irreversible.

With smartphones becoming ubiquitous,
technology improving accessibility, and with
probably the cheapest data in the world (Rs
6.5 per GB), almost every phone is adata de-
vice today.

Huge emphasis on digitisation of govern-
ment services by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and the demonetisation of Rs 500 and
Rs 1,000 currency notes in November 2016,
have turned mobile phones into almost a
KYC device that is linked to the individual
and her/his identity: Aadhaar authentication
is facilitated by the mobile phone; instant
transfer of funds between bank accounts is
enabled via UPL

Now, three out of four smartphones sold
in India during April-June this year, were
Chinese brands; in the previous quarter, four
out of five phones sold were Chinese. Most
phones also come pre-installed with
Facebook, Google, YouTube, and many other
social media platforms.

India has banned 224 Chinese apps in-
cluding TikTok, CamScanner and PUBG. In
the US, TikTok may soon change hands.
What is at the centre of such actions in
India and the West is fear at the app level,
and also at the pipe level (with companies
such as Huawei and ZTE), that personal
data may be compromised and may find
their way into Chinese servers. Beijing de-
nies this, but countries are sceptical, and
turning more cautious — given particu-
larly the nature of an assertive and ambi-
tious China, which is being seen as expan-
sionist today.

Legality

Zhenhua Data has
scraped personal informa-
tion from about a dozen
social media platforms,
and many other online
sources. At the heart of the
legal argument is the base-
line assumption: can con-
sent given to Facebook,

CHINAIS
WATCHING

nesspersons, entrepre-
neurs, defence personnel,
bureaucrats and diplo-
mats, scholars and re-
searchers, scientists and
academics.

The first question this
throws upis:

What is the pointin
tracking public figures,
aboutwhom so muchis

Twitter, Wiki, Medium,

Youtube and Instagram, etc. be taken as con-
sent for any third party scraping information
from these platforms?

Two decades ago, this might have been
all right. But the exponential rise in process-
ing capacity, rapid evolution in big data ana-
lytics and artificial intelligence, has com-
pletely changed the paradigm.

Increasingly, it is becoming more and
more obvious that companies have no skinin
the game in what is said or written or ap-
pears on their platforms; they claim no in-
termittent liability.

The Personal Data Protection Bill, once it
becomes law, will place responsibilities on
the platforms, be it Twitter or Facebook,
which are the primary collectors of data, to
keep personal information safe.

There will be intermediaries like account
aggregators and consent managers, who will
keep a tab on these platforms, and their pos-
sible misuse.

But can these platforms or the intermedi-
aries really act against a sovereign nation like
China, if it is the ultimate source of misuse?

Operations and scale

Zhenhua Data has collected information
onabout 2.5 million key individuals and over
650,000 organisations, from countries across
the world.

There are thousands of individuals in
India, along with their network of families
and associates tracked across multiple social
media platforms. The Indian database in-
cludes prominent people — ministers, busi-

known anyway?

That s exactly the motivation — because
tracking them gives you an insight into their
followers’ minds. How followers or friends
react (like/share/comment) to any public fig-
ure on open platforms reveals a lot about
each of them.

Zhenhua Data is not necessarily inter-
ested in every follower of a public figure. But
that is the thing about big data. It is about
casting the net as wide as possible where in-
dividuals are not necessarily targeted as con-
sequential in themselves, but simply because
they complete the wide arc. The more infor-
mation one collects and correlates, the more
one gets to discover. Leaving out certain
members of, say, a leadership team of any
setup because they are not exciting enough
defeats that purpose.

The second question that follows is:

So what, many companies have been
doing this for years, both in India and in
other countries?

Like any big data operation involving OS-
INT (open-source intelligence), Zhenhua
Data deals in volumes.

First, the sweep: how many people it
tracks. Second, the depth: how many data
points it engages to collect information
about every person it tracks. The potential
of the database for ‘hybrid warfare’ depends
on both factors: how many they know
about, and how much they know about each
of them.

Such an operation may not be immedi-
ately successful in filling all the information

democratic system doesn't have
similar checks and balances.
Also, propaganda — misinfor-
i mation, disinformation and fake
news — has always been a big
item on the agenda when coun-
tries go to war. But what big data
allows now is to customise data for millions
instantly, making rapid response possible.
The sweep of Zhenhua'’s targets, from
politicians and CMs at the Centre and states
to legislators in J&K and the Northeast, sci-
entists in critical technology institutions to
arange of tech start-ups and over 6000 ac-
cused of arange of crime, all monitored over
years, yields a staggering volume of infor-
mation which can be analysed by sophisti-
cated big-data tools and processed as per
the end user.
Then the third question is:

Basically, you can’t do much... what is
the point then?

It is not that you cannot do anything.
Experts suggest the government must edu-
cate citizens on cyber hygiene; a stricter
level of hygiene for those in important posi-
tions from a security point of view. With the
mobile phone becoming a data device, and
storing almost all personal information, “key
individuals” should be cautious about shar-
ing personal information on social media or
allowing platforms to track their geo-loca-
tion, etc.

Not much can be done perhaps to stop
the collection of data all together - given
what technology allows, and particularly
since open-source public data is by defini-
tion open and public. Big platforms such as
Facebook and Twitter discourage automated
scraping and bots, but recent events suggest
this is more to maintain their monopoly of
data for advertisement.

Yes, individual governments can force
them to make mass scraping more difficult,
but overdoing it may change the nature of
the platforms and these companies are no
pushovers. So, without sweating much over
the source of the data and how it is collected,
governments can invest in predicting possi-
ble strategic end uses foreign agencies may
utilise such a database for. That means build-
ing capacity to pre-empt disinformation and
propaganda campaigns. Given the bewilder-
ing pace of change in cyber security, the new
battlelines are drawn.

In three ordinances, the provisions that bother protesting farmers

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

FARMERS IN Punjab and Haryana have been
protesting against three ordinances prom-
ulgated by the Centre on June 5. After the
Monsoon Session of Parliament began this
week, the government has introduced three
Bills to replace these ordinances. Lok Sabha
passed one of these on Tuesday, and the
other two are listed for consideration and
passing during the current session.

What are these ordinances, and why
are farmers protesting?

They are called The Farmers Produce
Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Ordinance, 2020; The Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement
on Price Assurance and Farm Services
Ordinance, 2020; and The Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Ordinance,
2020. It is the Bill replacing the third that
has been passed in Lok Sabha.

While farmers are protesting against all
three ordinances, their objections are mostly
against the provisions of the first. And while
there is no uniform demand among the pro-
testers or a unified leadership, itemerges that
their concerns are mainly about sections re-
lating to “trade area”, “trader”, “dispute res-
olution” and “market fee” in the first ordi-
nance. A look at these sections, one by one:

Whatis a “trade area”?

Section 2(m) of The Farmers Produce
Trade and Commerce (Promotion and

Facilitation) Ordinance, 2020 defines “trade
area” as any area or location, place of pro-
duction, collection and aggregation includ-
ing (a) farm gates; (b) factory premises; (c)
warehouses; (d) silos; (e) cold storages; or
(f) any other structures or places, from
where trade of farmers’ produce may be un-
dertaken in the territory of India.

The definition does not, however, include
“the premises, enclosures and structures con-
stituting (i) physical boundaries of principal
market yards, sub-market yards and market
sub-yards managed and run by the market
committees formed under each state APMC
(Agricultural Produce Market Committee)
Act”. It also excludes “private market yards,
private market sub-yards, direct marketing
collection centres, and private farmer-con-
sumer market yards managed by persons
holdinglicences or any warehouses, silos, cold
storages or other structures notified as mar-
kets or deemed markets under each State
APMCAct in force in India”.

In effect, existing mandis established un-
der APMC Acts have been excluded from
the definition of trade area under the new
legislation. The government says the cre-
ation of an additional trade area outside of
mandis will provide farmers the freedom of
choice to conduct trade in their produce.

The protesters say this provision will
confine APMC mandis to their physical
boundaries and give a free hand to big cor-
porate buyers. “The APMC mandi system
has developed very well as every mandi
caters to 200-300 villages. But the new or-
dinance has confined the mandis to their
physical boundaries,” said Balbir Singh

Farmers at a protest against the ordinances/Bills in Hoshiarpur, Punjab. Express

Rajewal, president of Bhartiya Kisan Union
(Rajewal), who tried to protest against the
ordinances at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi
but was not allowed by police.

Whatis “trader” and how is it linked to
the protests?

Section 2(n) of the first ordinance defines
a “trader” as “a person who buys farmers’
produce by way of inter-State trade or intra-
State trade or a combination thereof, either
for self or on behalf of one or more persons
for the purpose of wholesale trade, retail,
end-use, value addition, processing, manu-
facturing, export, consumption or for such
other purpose”. Thus, it includes processor,
exporter, wholesaler, miller, and retailer.

According to the Ministry of the
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, “Any

trader with a PAN card can buy the farmers’
produce in the trade area.”

A trader can operate in both an APMC
mandi and a trade area. However, for trad-
ing in the mandi, the trader would require a
licence/registration as provided for in the
State APMC Act. In the present mandi sys-
tem, arhatiyas (commission agents) have to
get alicence to trade in a mandi.

The protesters say arhatiyas have credi-
bility as their financial status is verified dur-
ing the licence approval process. “But how
can a farmer trust a trader under the new
law?” Rajewal said.

This also explains why the protests have
mostly been concentrated in Punjab and
Haryana. The arhatiya systemis more influ-
ential in these two states than in other
states, agriculture experts said.

Why does the provision on “market
fee” worry protesters?

Section 6 states that “no market fee or
cess or levy, by whatever name called, un-
der any State APMC Act or any other State
law, shall be levied on any farmer or trader
or electronic trading and transaction plat-
form for trade and commerce in scheduled
farmers’ produces in a trade area”.
Government officials say this provision will
reduce the cost of transaction and will ben-
efit both the farmers and the traders.

Under the existing system, such charges
in states like Punjab come to around 8.5% —
a market fee of 3%, a rural development
charge of 3% and the arhatiya’s commission
of about 2.5%.

Rajewal said that by removing the fee
on trade, the government is indirectly in-
centivising big corporates. They said this
provision does not provide a level playing
field to APMC mandis. “If you calculate the
mandi transaction cost on 1 quintal wheat,
at 8.5% all inclusive, it comes about Rs 164.
So,on the sale of every quintal of wheat out-
side of the mandi, you are incentivising big
corporates, who will use this difference to
offer better prices to farmers in the initial
days. And when the APMC mandi system
collapsesin due course, they will monopo-
lise the trade,” Rajewal said.

A government official, on the other
hand, questioned why the states do not
make transactions in mandis cost-efficient.
“When they are giving free electricity and
other subsidies, why can’t they provide a
free facility to farmers for selling their pro-
duce?” the official said.

New Delhi

What is the objection as far as dispute
resolution is concerned?

The protesters say that the provisionon
dispute resolution under Section 8 does not
sufficiently safeguard farmers’ interests. It
provides that in case of a dispute arising out
of a transaction between the farmer and a
trader, the parties may seek a mutually ac-
ceptable solution through conciliation by
filing an application to the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, who shall refer such dispute to
a Conciliation Board to be appointed by him
for facilitating the binding settlement of the
dispute.

Farmers fear the proposed system of
conciliation can be misused against them.
They say the ordinance does not allow
farmers to approach a civil court.

What is the government’s defence?

While the Opposition has echoed farm-
ers in alleging that the new legislation will
benefit only big farmers and hoarders, the
government said the provisions will be ben-
eficial to all: farmers, consumers and
traders.

“Almost all agriculture experts and
economists were batting for these reforms
in the agriculture sector. The Centre was
also persuading states to implement the
Model APMC Act, 2002-03. But the states
did not fully adopt it. Therefore, the Centre
had to adopt the ordinance route... It will
lead to helping farmers realise a better price.
Thisis very forward-looking legislation and
itis awin-win situation for all farmers, con-
sumers and entrepreneurs,” said Ramesh
Chand, member of NITI Aayog.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

12

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17,2020

THE WORL

= [0POFTHE -
WORLD

N

William H Gates II. AP

USA

Bill Gates Sr,who
guided hisson’s
philanthropy,
diesat94

WILLIAM H Gates II, a
lawyer and philanthropist
best known as the father
of Microsoft co-founder
Bill Gates, has died at 94.
Gates Sr died peacefully
Monday at his beach
home in Washington state
from Alzheimer’s disease,
the family announced
Tuesday. In an obituary,
the family credited the pa-
triarch with a “deep com-
mitment to social and eco-
nomic equity”, noting that
he was responsible for the
Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation’s first efforts
to improve global health
as well as his advocacy for
progressive taxation, es-
pecially unsuccessful ef-
forts to pass a state income
tax on the wealthy in
Washington.

USA
Driverchargedin
Uber self-driving

carcrash

THE BACK-UP safety driver
behind the wheel of a self-
driving Uber test vehicle
that struck and killed a
womaninTempe, Arizona,
in 2018 was charged with
negligent homicide, prose-
cutors said on Tuesday.
Rafael Vasquez, also
known asRafaela, pleaded
not guilty Tuesday after
being charged in the death
of Elaine Herzberg on Aug
27, courtrecords show. She
wasreleased pending trial
set for February 2021.The
first recorded death in-
volving a self-driving vehi-
cle prompted major safety
concerns about the au-
tonomous car industry.

GERMANY
Copssuspended
aftersharing

Hitler pictures

TWENTY-NINE German
police officers have been
suspended from duty on
suspicion of sharing im-
ages of Adolf Hitler and vi-
olent neo-Nazi propa-
gandainatleast five online
chat groups, German au-
thorities said Wednesday,
thelatestinaseries of cases
of far-right infiltration in
Germany's police and mil-
itary. Herbert Reul, interior
minister of North Rhine-
Westphalia, described the
images that were shared
among officers as “far-right
extremist propaganda” of
the “ugliest, most despica-
ble, neo-Nazi, anti-immi-
grant” kind.

Invaccinerace, Ch
.. Rl tens of thousands before trials end

Top officials, essential workers among those to get shots; concerns over safety

DAVID STANWAY

& MIYOUNGKIM
SHANGHAI, SINGAPORE,
SEPTEMBER 16

CHINA IS inoculating tens of
thousands of its citizens with ex-
perimental coronavirus vaccines
and attracting international in-
terest in their development, de-
spite expert concerns over the
safety of drugs that have not
completed standard testing.
China launched a vaccine
emergency use programme inJuly,
offering three experimental shots
developed by a unit of state phar-
maceutical giant China National
Pharmaceutical Group
(Sinopharm) and US-listed
SinovacBiotech. Afourth Covid-19
vaccine developed by CanSino
Biologics was approved for use by
the Chinese military in June.
Aiming to protect essential
workers and reduce the likeli-

Beijing has engaged a public, top-down approach to endorse
the experimental vaccines. Reuters

hood of a resurgence, the vac-
cines are also grabbing attention
in the global scramble by gov-
ernments to secure supplies, po-
tentially helping reframe China’s
perceived role in the pandemic.

Beijing has not released offi-
cial data on the uptake in domes-
tic targeted groups, which in-

US House report
slams Boeing, FAA
in 737 Max disasters

Points to mismanagement, engineering
flaws and a severe lack of federal oversight

NIRAJ CHOKSHI
SEPTEMBER 16

THETWO fatal crashes that killed
346 people aboard Boeing's 737
Max and led to the worldwide
grounding of the plane were the
“horrific culmination” of engi-
neering flaws, mismanagement
and a severe lack of federal over-
sight, the Democratic majority on
the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee said in
areport Wednesday.

The report, which condemns
both Boeing and the US Federal
Aviation Administration for safety
failures, concludes an 18-month
investigation based oninterviews
with two dozen Boeing and
agency employees and an esti-
mated 600,000 pages of records.

The report was issued as the
FAA appeared close to lifting its
grounding order for the Max af-
ter test flights this summer.

The congressional report
identified five broad problems
with the plane’s design, construc-
tion and certification. First, the
race to compete with the new
Airbus A320neo led Boeing to
make production goals and cost-
cutting a higher priority than
safety, the Democrats argued.
Second, the company made
deadly assumptions about soft-
ware known as MCAS, which was
blamed for sending the planes

_.q

The report was issued as the
FAA appeared close to lifting
its grounding order for
Boeing’s 737 Max

into nosedives. Third, Boeing
withheld critical information
from the FAA. Fourth, the agency’s
practice of delegating oversight
authority to Boeing employees
left it in the dark. And finally, the
Democrats accused FAA manage-
ment of siding with Boeing and
dismissing its own experts.

The crashes in Indonesia in
October 2018 and Ethiopia in
March 2019 were caused in part
by the MCAS system aboard the
Max. Because the engines on the
Max are larger and placed
higher than on its predecessor,
they could cause the jet’s nose
to push upward in some circum-
stances. MCAS was designed to
push the nose back down. In
both crashes, the software was
activated by faulty sensors,
sending the planes toward the
ground as the pilots struggled to
pull them back up. NYT

Barbados to remove

ESTELLE SHIRBON
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 16

BARBADOS WANTS to remove
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth as its
head of state and become a re-
public, the Caribbean island na-
tion has said, reviving a plan
mooted many times in the past.

Queen Elizabeth II

clude medical, transport and
food market workers.

But China National Biotec
Group, the Sinopharm unit devel-
oping the emergency use vac-
cines,and Sinovac have confirmed
that at least tens of thousands of
people have been inoculated.

Beijing has engaged a public,

top-down approach to endorse
the experimental vaccines and
foster community support.
Among those lining up for shots
early on were the chief execu-
tives of Sinovac and Sinopharm
and the military’s research chief.
China’s approach runs
counter to that of many Western
countries, where experts have
warned against authorising the
emergency use of vaccines that
have not completed testing, cit-
ingalack of understanding about
efficacy and potential side effects.
Anna Durbin, a researcher at
Johns Hopkins University, de-
scribed China’s emergency use
programme as “very problem-
atic”, saying it was impossible to
judge efficacy without a clinical
trial standard control group.
Vaccine safety came into sharp
focus when AstraZeneca paused
late-stage clinical trials of its Covid-
19 vaccine, one of the most ad-
vanced indevelopment. REUTERS

USA

4" HURRICANE SALLY MAKES LANDFALL

Hurricane Sally slammed the US Gulf Coast with high winds and heavy rains,
turning coastal towns into lakes in the latest in a busy season of dangerous
storms. The storm landed as a Category 2 hurricane on Wednesday morning,
&% swamping the coast with as much as five feet of rain in some areas.

inainoculates

ByteDance to
place TikTok
global HQ in US

Beijing: China’s ByteDance
has decided to place the
headquarters of its popular
video platform app TikTok in
the US in order to escape
President Donald Trump’s
ban, Chinese state media re-
ported Wednesday. As per
the plan presented to the US
officials by ByteDance,
TikTok will remain the ma-
jority shareholder of the
new US-headquartered
company, and tech firm
Oracle will be a minority
shareholder, CGTN TV re-
ported. Other potential US
investors such as Walmart,
which had launched a joint
bid with Microsoft, would
owna minority stake, the re-
port said. PTI

ABE WAVES GOODBYE: Japan’s outgoing Prime Minister Shinzo Abe waves before leaving
the PM’s office in Tokyo on Wednesday. AP

Suga becomes new Japan PM,
retains half of Abe’s Cabinet

Wins Parliament vote, pledges to continue with ‘Abenomics’

ELAINELIES & LINDA SIEG
TOKYO, SEPTEMBER 16

JAPAN’S YOSHIHIDE Suga was
voted prime minister by parlia-
ment on Wednesday to become
the country’s first new leader in
nearly eight years, appointing a
new Cabinet that kept about half
of the familiar faces from pred-
ecessor Shinzo Abe’s lineup.
Suga, 71, Abe’s longtime
right-hand man, has pledged to
pursue many of Abe’s pro-
grammes, including his
“Abenomics” economic strategy,
and to forge ahead with struc-

A former British colony that
gained independence in 1966,
Barbados has maintained a for-
mal link with the British monar-
chy as have some other coun-
tries that were once part of the
British empire.

“The time has come to fully
leave our colonial past behind,”
said Barbados Governor General

Yoshihide Suga at the PM’s
official residence. AP

tural reforms, including deregu-
lation and shutting down bu-
reaucratic turf battles.

Abe, Japan’s longest-serving
premier, resigned because of ill
health after nearly eight yearsin

Sandra Mason, delivering a
speech on behalf of the country’s
Prime Minister Mia Mottley.
“Barbadians want a Barbadian
Head of State. Thisis the ultimate
statement of confidence in who
we are and what we are capable
of achieving. Hence, Barbados
will take the next logical step to-
ward full sovereignty and be-

office. Suga served under himin
the pivotal post of chief Cabinet
secretary, acting as top govern-
ment spokesman and coordi-
nating policies.

Suga, who won a ruling
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
leadership race by alandslide on
Monday;, faces a plethora of chal-
lenges, including tackling Covid-
19 while reviving a battered
economy and dealing with arap-
idly aging society.

About half of the new
Cabinet are carryovers from
Abe’s administration. Only two
are women and the average age,
including Suga, is 60. REUTERS

Queen Elizabeth as head of state

come a Republic by the time we
celebrate our 55th Anniversary of
Independence.”

That anniversary will come
in November of next year.

Buckingham Palace said the
issue was a matter for the peo-
ple of Barbados. Britain’s Foreign
Office said the decision was one
for Barbados to take. REUTERS

Trump making dent
in Indian-American
vote bank, most still
back Biden: survey

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 16

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump has
made inroads into the Indian-
American vote bank, the biggest
ever by a Republican president,
according toa survey.

The survey by Indiasporaand
Asian Americans & Pacific
Islanders (AAPI) Data on Tuesday
showed thatamajority of Indian-
Americans still favour former vice
president Biden, the Democratic
Party’s nominee in the November
3 US presidential election.

However, it found that 74-year-
old Trump, seeking re-election, is
making a big dent in the Indian-
American vote bank despite the
fact that Biden has a strong rela-
tionship with the community and
played a key role in bilateral ties
over the past few decades. Biden,
77,alsoscripted history last month
by selecting Senator Kamala
Harris, 55, as his running mate.

According to the survey, 66
per cent Indian-Americans cur-
rently favour Biden and 28 per
cent favour Trump while six per
cent were undecided.

Inthe 2016 presidential elec-
tion, 77 per cent voted for for-
mer US secretary Hillary Clinton,
and 16 per cent for Trump. In
2012, as many as 84 per cent
Indian-Americans voted for
Barack Obama.

Dr Karthick Ramakrishnan,
professor of public policy and po-
litical science at University of
California, Riverside,and founder
of AAPI Data, said that the Indian-
Americans’ support to Trump, in
case of a swing of the undecided
Indian-Americans, would proba-
bly reach the 30 per cent mark.

“Democrats absolutely should
be concerned about making sure
that they conduct sufficient out-
reach to the Indian-Americans,”
Indian-American Congressman
Raja Krishnamoorthi said. PTI
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Trump denies he
downplayed virus,
but says it will
disappear by itself

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
denied on Tuesday that he had
downplayed the threat of the
coronavirus, directly contradict-
ing his own recorded words
from earlier this year in which he
admitted doing just that.
“Ididn’t downplay it,” he said
at a town-hall-style event in
Philadelphia. “Iactually, in many
ways, up-played it in action.”
Then Trump downplayed it
again, insisting that the virus
would disappear on its own, and
contending that “we're rounding
the corner” of a crisis that has
taken more than 195,000 lives in
the US — views radically at odds
with those of health officials. NYT

Scientific American

endorses Joe Biden

EVEN THOUGH Scientific
American had never endorsed a
presidential candidate in the mag-
azine’s 175-year history;, its top ed-
itor said Tuesday there was little
internal debate over a decision to
backJoe Biden. The endorsement
was posted online Tuesday, a day
after Trump questioned the sci-
ence of climate change inrelation
to the California wildfires. AP

Celebrities join Instagram
‘freeze’ to protest FB
inaction on hateful content

KELVIN CHAN
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 16

KIM KARDASHIAN West, Katy
Perry and Leonardo DiCaprio are
among celebrities taking partin
a24-hour Instagram “freeze” on
Wednesday to protest against
what they say is parent company
Facebook's failure to tackle vio-
lent and hateful content and
election misinformation.

They were among the high
profile names lending their back-
ing to the “#StopHateforProfit”
movement's latest campaign. The
movement asks people to put up
amessage highlighting what they
called the damage Facebook does
but otherwise refrain from post-
ing on Instagram for a day.

“I can’t sit by and stay silent
while these platforms continue to
allow the spreading of hate, prop-
aganda and misinformation —
created by groups to sow division
and split America apart — only to
take steps after people are killed,”
Kardashian West posted on her
Instagram account on Tuesday.

Facebook declined to com-
ment on the development.
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THE CELEBRITIES’ move to
stop using Instagram for 24
hours has faced a barrage of
criticism online, with people
saying the fact that the freeze
ends in 24 hours shows how
inseparable from celebrity
culture social media has be-
come. However, organisers
say the move will still raise
awareness about the preva-
lence of hate and misinfor-
mation on social media and
that it may even encourage
more Facebook employees
to become whistle-blowers.

With 188 million followers,
Kardashian West is one of the
most influential people on
Instagram and support from her
and other big names for the boy-
cott saw Facebook shares slide in
aftermarket trading late Tuesday.
Theywere down 1.3%ahead of the
market open on Wednesday. AP

PROTECTIONS LIKE WEARING MASKS, WHICH PROVED D1vISIVE IN THE UNITED STATES, ARE NOW WIDESPREAD ON THE CONTINENT

Even as cases are on the rise, Europe is learning to live with coronavirus

NORIMITSU ONISHI
PARIS, SEPTEMBER 16

IN THE early days of the pan-
demic, President Emmanuel
Macron exhorted the French to
wage “war” against the coron-
avirus. Today, his message is to
“learn how to live with the virus”.
From full-fledged conflict to
cold war containment, France
and much of the rest of Europe
have opted for coexistence as in-
fections keep rising, summer re-
cedes into a risk-filled autumn
and the possibility of a second
wave haunts the continent.
Having abandoned hopes of
eradicating the virus or develop-

ing a vaccine within weeks,
Europeans have largely gone
back to work and school, leading
lives as normally as possible
amid an enduring pandemic
that has already killed nearly
215,000 in Europe.

The approach contrasts
sharply to the United States,
where restrictions to protect
against the virus have been po-
litically divisive and where many
regions have pushed ahead with
reopening schools, shops and
restaurants without having
baseline protocols in place. The
result has been nearly as many
deaths as in Europe, although
among a far smaller population.

Europeans, for the most part,

are putting to use the hard-won
lessons from the pandemic’s ini-
tial phase: the need to wear
masks and practice social dis-
tancing, the importance of test-
ing and tracing, the critical ad-
vantages of reacting nimbly and
locally. All of those measures,
tightened or loosened as needed,
are intended to prevent the kind
of national lockdowns that paral-
ysed the continent and crippled
economies early this year.

“It’s not possible to stop the
virus,” said Emmanuel André, a
leading virologist in Belgium and
former spokesman for the gov-
ernment’s Covid-19 task force.
“It's about maintaining equilib-
rium. And we only have a few

Checking temperatures outside a cinema in Malaga, Spain. NYT

tools available to do that.” He
added, “People are tired. They
don’twant to go towar anymore.”

Martial language has given
way to more measured assur-
ances. “We are in a living-with-

the-virus phase,” said Roberto
Speranza, the health minister of
Italy, the first country in Europe to
impose anational lockdown.Inan
interview with La Stampa news-
paper, Speranza said that though
a“zeroinfectionrate does not ex-
ist”, Italy was now better equipped
to handle a surge in infections.
Still, risks remain. New infec-
tions have soared in recent
weeks, especially in Franceand in
Spain. France recorded more than
10,000 cases on a single day last
week. The jump is not surprising
since the overall number of tests
being performed — now about 1
million a week — has increased
steadily and is now more than 10
times what it was in the spring.

New Delhi

The death rate of about 30 peo-
pleadayisasmall fraction of what
it was at its peak when hundreds
and sometimes more than 1,000
died every day in France. That is
because those infected now tend
to be younger and health officials
have learned how to treat Covid-
19better, said William Dab, an epi-
demiologist and a French former
national health director.

Much of Europe was unpre-
pared for the arrival of the coro-
navirus, lacking masks, test kits
and other basic equipment.

National lockdowns helped get
the pandemicunder control across
Europe. But infection rates began
rising again over the summer af-
ter countries opened up and peo-

ple resumed socialising. Even as
infections have been rising,
Europeans have returned to work
and school this month, creating
more opportunity for the virus to
spread. But instead of applying
national lockdowns withlittle re-
gard to regional differences, au-
thorities have begun responding
more rapidly to local hot spots
with specific measures.

InItaly, authorities sealed off
villages, hospitals or even mi-
grant shelters to contain emerg-
ing clusters. Antonio Miglietta,
an epidemiologist, said months
of battling the virus had helped
officials extinguish outbreaks
before they got out of control.
“We got better atit,” he said. NYT
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CoviD VACCINE
RUSSIAN FRONTRUNNER

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

DRUGMAKER DR Reddy’s
Laboratories (DRL)announced
onWednesday thatitwill dis-
tribute up to 100 million (10
crore) doses of Russia’s
SputnikV Covid-19 vaccinein
India after conducting final-
stage human trials and receiv-
ingregulatory clearances here.

Thisis thefirstconcretede-
velopment on Sputnik V after
the Indian government con-
firmed it was indiscussions to
take forward the testing and
manufacture of the candidate,
which Russia approved for
public use last month.

Should India’s top drug
regulatory body sign off on
phase 3 trials in the country,
Sputnik V will replace Serum
Institute of India’s (SII's) ‘Covi-
shield’ as the frontrunner in
the race to produce a Covid-19
vaccine for India. “Deliveries
could potentially begin in late
2020 subject to completion of
successful trials and registra-
tion of the vaccine by regula-
tory authorities in India,” said
aspokesperson for the Russian
Direct Investment Fund
(RDIF), which will supply the
vaccine to DRL for distribution
as part of the agreement.

Following regulatory clea-
rances, the Hyderabad-based
company will begin to distrib-
ute up to 100 million doses for
“mass vaccination” in India,
the spokesperson said. RDIF,
which is Russia’s sovereign
wealth fund, expects DRL to
approach the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
for permission to begin phase
3 trials in India “shortly”, the
spokesperson said.

In a statement, DRL co-
chairman and managing dire-
ctor GV Prasad said: “The ph-
ase 1and 2 results have shown
promise, and we will be con-
ducting phase 3 trials in India
to meet the requirements of
the Indian regulators. Sputnik
V vaccine could provide a
credible option in our fight
against Covid-19in India.”

An email to DRL seeking
information on when it
planned to seek approval for
the trials,and on the numbers
of participants and sites, did
not receive an immediate re-
sponse. The agreement with
DRLisonly ondistribution; the
company will not manufac-
ture the vaccine. Russia is still
intalks with Indian firms who
could potentially produce the
vaccine in the country. “We
confirm that we are in talks
with Indian manufacturers,”
the RDIF spokesperson said.

Among the companies in
the mixis Indian Immunologi-
cals, also based in Hyderabad.
The Indian Express reported on
September 15 that the firm

Dr Reddy’s inks deal
to distribute 100 mn
doses of Sputnik V

The drugmaker said
itwill distribute the
doses after
conducting
final-stage human
trials and receiving
regulatory nods

has been in talks to ascertain
whether it can successfully in-
corporate the Russian vac-
cine’s technology, and scale up
productionatits facility. Indian
Immunologicals has sofarear-
marked capacity for around 20
million single-dose vaccines,
which could go up to 200 mil-
lion if the vaccine is multi-
dose, the firm’s managing di-
rector, DriKAnand Kumar; said.

SputnikVisahumanade-
noviral vector vaccine, thatare
basically vaccines that use a
genetically modified virus to
carryacode for the cellsinthe
human body to produce the
spiky outer layer (spike pro-
tein) of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
Itis expected to help the body
recognise the spike protein as
a foreign substance and build
an immune response against
it so that it can tackle the real
virus when it tries to infect.

In the case of Sputnik V,
two different genetically mod-
ified viruses are used to carry
the spike protein, which are
given 21 days apart to boost
the immune response of the
body and build “long-lasting
immunity”. The vaccine, de-
veloped by Moscow-based
Gamaleya Research Institute
of Epidemiology and
Microbiology, was approved
on August 11, even before
phase 3 trials were conducted.
Post-registration trials involv-
ing40,000 volunteers are now
underway, according to RDIF.

“Indiais amongst most se-
verely impacted countries
from Covid-19 and we believe
our human adenovirus dual
vector platform will provide a
safe and scientifically vali-
dated option to India...,” RDIF
CEO Kirill Dmitriev said.

The University of Oxford-
AstraZeneca candidate, phase
2/3 trials of which are cur-
rently being conducted by SII,
too, is an adenoviral vector
vaccine, developed using a
chimpanzee virus. Late last
week, the UK regulator al-
lowed trials of the candidate
to resume after a pause trig-
gered by an unexplained ad-
verse reaction inasingle case.
The trials in India too were al-
lowed to restart on Tuesday
withsomeriders, PTTreported.

Zydus Cadila’s ZyCov-D
and Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin
candidates too, are in mid-
stage human trials in India.

Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —
Listing of
REITs,InvITs

New Delhi: Sebi on
Wednesday allowed real es-
tate investment trusts
(REITs)and infrastructure in-
vestment trusts (InvITs) to
list on bourses operating in
the International Financial
Services Centre (IFSC).

T1.06L croftax
refundsissued

New Delhi: The income tax
department on Wednesday
said it has issued refunds of
over Rs 1.06 lakh crore to
more than 30 lakh
taxpayers between April 1 to
September 15. PTI

‘Flipkarteyes
overseaslisting’

New Delhi: Walmart-owned
e-commerce firm Flipkartis
preparing for an initial pub-
lic offering overseas as early
as2021, sources in the know
said. REUTERS

RAVVAOIL & GAS PSC

BADLOANS AS PERCENTAGE OF TOTALLOANS RISET04.92% IN FY20: FINMIN

Mudraloandisbursals & NPAsrise

intandem at PSBs over last 3 years

SUNNY VERMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

PUBLIC SECTOR banks (PSBs)
have seen a sharp surge in the
amount of Mudra loans turning
into non-performing assets
(NPAs) over the last three years.
NPAs in Mudra loans has spiked
to Rs 18,835 crore in 2019-20,
from Rs 11,483 crore in 2018-19
and Rs 7,277 in 2017-18, accord-
ing to Finance Ministry data. Bad
loans jumped along with a steady
rise in disbursements by PSBs.

Mudraloan disbursements by
state-owned banks rose to
Rs 3.82 lakh crore in 2019-20,
from Rs 3.05 lakh crore in 2018-
19andRs2.12 lakh crore in 2017-
18. NPAs as a percentage of total
loans rose to 4.92 per cent in
2019-20 from 3.42 per cent in
2017-18.

Since the launch of the
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana

X crore

Year Loan outstanding | NPA NPA %
2019-20 3,82,437.65 18,835.77 492
2018-19 3,05,489.07 11,483.42 3.75
2017-18 2,12,205.91 7,277.31 342
Source: Finance Ministry

(PMMY) on April 8, 2015, loans
disbursed by banks and microfi-
nance institutions for non-corpo-
rate small borrowers and for in-
come-generating activities in the
non-farmsegmentare termed as
Mudra loans. In the current year,
as of September 11, loans worth
Rs 59,192 crore have been dis-
bursed.

While these are essentially
collateral free loans up to Rs 10
lakh per account, credit extended
against purchase of vehicles or
equipmentor machinery have an
in-built collateral. Banking indus-

Bharti Airtel, Vi may meet
DoT, seek clarifications on
AGR payment quantum

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 16

BHARTI AIRTEL and Vodafone
Idea are likely meet officials from
the Department of Telecomm-
unications (DoT) soon and tell
them that since they fulfil the
Supreme Court’s condition of pay-
ment of 10 per cent of adjusted
gross revenue (AGR) by March 31,
2021, they would be liable pay the
next AGR instalment only by
March 2022, according to sources.

“The understandingatourend
from the reading of the judgment
is that 10 years has been given to
us for making the entire dues pay-
ment. Out of this, more than 10
per cent of the amount we have
already paid. We do not have lia-
bilities right now to pay until the
next installment in March 2022.
That is the understanding we
have,” a senior executive at
Vodafone Idea, now re-branded
as Vi, said.

Sources at Bharti Airtel, mean-
while, said the company was
likely to tell the DAT that since they

WHATHASSCRULED?

B On September 1, the
Supreme Court had in
its finaljudgment on
the AGRissue, said that
telcos could pay their
AGR dues over the next
10years and that they
would have to pay 10
per cent of the dues by
March 31,2021.

had already paid Rs 18,004 crore
or nearly 40 per cent of its total
AGR obligation, they have no pay-
mentobligations for financial year
2021,2022 and 2023. “That is our
understanding froma plain read-
ingof the judgment. Now only the
DoT can clarify whether this is
something we can do or not,” an
executive at Bharti Airtel said.

OnSeptember 1, the Supreme
Court, inits final judgment on the
AGR issue, said telcos could pay
their AGR dues over the next 10
yearsand that they would have to
pay 10 per cent of the dues by
March 31,2021

Airlines have sought $1.5 bn
interest-free credit, says Puri

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,.SEPTEMBER 16

TOBEable to cope with the loss of
revenue on account of Covid-19,
Indian airlines have sought inter-
est-free credit of $1.5 billion from
the Centre, Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri told Parlia-
ment Wednesday. Additionally,
airlines have also requested that
state-owned banks and financial
institutions defer repayment of

SC upholds arbitral award, allows
Vedanta-Videocon to recover $476 mn

INDUBHAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

THE SUPREME Court Wednesday
allowed Vedanta and Videocon
Industries to recover $476 million,
instead of $198 million capped by
the Petroleum Ministry, for their
joint development of the Ravva
oil and gas fields off the Andhra
Pradesh coast between 2000
and 2007.

ABench comprisingJustice SA

Nazeer, Indu Malhotra and
AniruddhaBose upheld the Delhi
High Court’s February judgment
thatallowed Vedanta’s predeces-
sor Cairn India to implement the
foreign arbitration award of
January 18,2011 for the higher re-
covery. The tribunal had held that
the companies were entitled to
costs of $278 million, in excess of
the $198 million. The counter
claim of the ministry to the extent
of $22 million was also allowed
by the tribunal. FE

loans to aviation industry by six
months and not treated them as
non-performing assets(NPA), the
minister noted in a written reply
to the Rajya Sabha.

Accordingtoair trafficdatare-
leased by the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation on Wednesday,
28.32 lakh domestic passengers
travelled this August — the
third full month of flight opera-
tions since the unlock —as against
1.18 crore passengers in August
last year.

‘Stock market
bounce back

surprising’

Mumbai: While the disconnect be-
tween the state of the economy
and equity market is not uncom-
mon, the degree to which the eq-
uity market has “bounced back is
surprising”, Credit Suisse Wealth
Management has said.

India’s equity market contin-
ued to show resilience — the Nifty
Index is up around 2.3 per cent,
outperforming global peersinthe
last one month - despite rising
Covid-19 cases, higher inflation
and low GDP print, it said. ENS

What the amendments to Aircraft Act
mean for aviation regulatory bodies?

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 16

THERAJYA Sabha Tuesday passed
The Aircraft (Amendment) Bill
2020, which seeks to provide
statutory status to Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) and Aircraft Accidents
Investigation Bureau (AAIB).

What changes
when this bill
becomes alaw?

With the latest
amendments, the
role of the two regu-
lators, DGCA and
BCAS, and of the AAIB
has been expanded.
The DGCA has been empowered
with imposition of penalties for
certain violations.

EXPLAINED

Whyare
amendments being
made to the
AircraftAct?

The Aircraft Act of
1934 was enacted to
make provisions for
control of manufac-
ture, possession, use,
sale,importand exportof aircraft.

Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com

try sources said loans that are typ-
ically backed by assets such as ve-
hicles have lower NPA rate than
those given without any collat-
eral. The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has been highlighted the ris-
ing stress under Mudra loans,
cautioning them on a better loan
appraisal and monitoring.

“The Mudra s a case in point.
While such amassive push would
have lifted many beneficiaries out
of poverty, there has been some
concern at the growing level of
non-performing assets among
these borrowers. Banks need to

focus on repayment capacity at
the appraisal stage and monitor
the loans through their life cycle
much more closely,” RBI Deputy
Governor MK Jain had said last
November.

In June, the government ap-
proved a scheme for interest sub-
vention of 2 per cent for a period
of 12 months, to all Shishu loan
accounts. Under PMMY, loans for
income generating activities up
toRs 50,000 are termed as Shishu
loans. As on March 31, 2020,
about 9.37 crore Shishu loans
worth Rs 1.62 lakh crore were
outstanding.

Interest rate on these loans
ranges from 8-10 per cent. Apart
from PSBs, private banks, micro-
finance institutions and other
member lending institutions
(MLIs) also grant Mudra loans.
MLIs extending these loans can
refinance them from Micro Units
Development and Refinance
Agency Ltd.

US Fed keeps rates steady, signals
to keep them near zero till 2023

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 16

THE US Federal Reserve kept in-
terest rates pinned near zero on
Wednesday and promised to keep
them there until inflation is on
track to “moderately exceed” the
US central bank’s 2 per cent infla-
tion target “for some time.”

Inits policy statement, the Fed
also began to pivot from stabilis-
ing financial markets to stimulat-
ing the economy:. It said it would
keep its current government
bond-buying at least at the curr-
ent pace of $120 billion per mo-
nth. New forecasts showed inter-
est rates on hold through at least

Fed Chair Jerome Powell. File

2023, withinflation never breach-
ing 2 per cent over that time.
Economic growth was up-
graded to -3.7 per cent for this
year, from the -6.5 per cent fore-
cast as of June. The Dow Jones
jumped over 1 per cent to
28,286.08 as of 2.28 pm ET.

WTO report proves US has been
breaking international rules: China

REUTERS

The WTO ruled that addi-
tional tariffs imposed by the

International market data till 1900 IST

Festive demand, rising
prices of milk products
help dairy farmers see
recovery after Covid lows

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 16

INTERNATIONALSKIMMED milk
powder (SMP) prices have hit a
seven-month high. That's good
news for Indian dairy producers,
with the ‘flush season’ (whenan-
imals, particularly buffaloes, calve
and produce more milk) taking
off and domestic demand also
improving ahead of the main fes-
tival period in October-
November.

On Tuesday, prices of SMP at
Global Dairy Trade (GDT), the
fortnightly auction platform of
New Zealand’s Fonterra
Cooperative,averaged $2,889 per
tonne. This was a 8.5 per cent
jump over the previous auction
rate of $2,663 on September 1
and the highest since $2,907 on
February 4.

The price rise is being attrib-
uted to demand slowly returning,
as Covid-19 cases are showing a
deceleration worldwide and
most countries have relaxed lock-
down restrictions. There is also
talk of large-scale imports by
China, which has, of late, been
stocking up other farm commodi-
ties too, including soyabean, corn,
wheat, barley and sunflower oil.

“This is encouraging, but we
need to see a couple of more auc-
tionresults. Only then cana clear
trend of recovery be established”
said Rahul Kumar, CEO of Lactalis
India, which owns Prabhat Dairy
in Mumbai and Chennai-based
Tirumala Milk Products Pvt Ltd.

SMP prices at the GDT aucti-
ons had crossed $3,000 per tonne
in December-January, levels that
were last seenin August 2014.The
latest global price of $2,889 trans-
lates into around Rs 213 per kg,
whichis above the Rs 180-190/kg
rates for SMP now being realised
by Indian dairies.

Domestic SMP prices have al-
ready recovered from their lows

The pricerise is being
attributed to demand
slowly returning, as
Covid-19 cases are
showing a deceleration
worldwide and most
countries have relaxed
lockdown restrictions

of Rs 140-150 per kg barely two
months ago. So have ex-dairy
prices of butter (from Rs 200-225
toRs260-270)and ghee (fromRs
280-290 to Rs 340-350/kg).

“The market has somewhat
picked up after Janmashtami
(August 12) and also with hotels,
restaurants and tea shops gradu-
ally resuming operations. This
uptick should continue at least till
Dussehra(October 25)and Diwali
(November 14). And with global
SMP prices going up, there would
be opportunities for exports from
India as well,” Ganesan Palania-
ppan, a leading Chennai-based
dairy commodities trader noted.

All this should help dairy
farmers, who had seen procure-
ment prices of cow milk(with 3.5
per cent fat and 8.5 per cent
solids-not-fat content)slide from
Rs 31-32 per litre in March (just
before lockdown) to Rs 18-20 till
amonth ago. Those prices have
since improved to Rs 24-25 per
litre.

The current demand recovery,
both domestic and global, comes
atanopportune time for farmers.
Good monsoon rains have signif-
icantly boosted fodder availabil-
ity. Calvings also generally start
from late August, leading to milk
production rising and peaking
during the winter, while remain-
ing high right till March-April. If
milk procurement prices are bet-
ter than what they were till re-
cently, it would be a twin bless-
ing for farmers.
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KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY
BOARD LIMITED
E -TENDER NOTICE

BEIJING, SEPTEMBER 16 United States against China in
2018 were inconsistent with
global trading rules.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin told a press brief-
ing on Wednesday that China
hoped the United States would

respect the ruling.

CHINA'S FOREIGN Ministry said
on Wednesday that a ruling by
the World Trade Organization
(WTO) proved the United States
had been breaking international
trade rules.

Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
Office of the Executive Engineer (Project-East),

i Nethaji Subhash Chandra Bose Building (PUB), 21st Floor,

— Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bengaluru-560 001.

No.: E P-E)/TEND/6/2020-21 Date: 15-09-2020
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER
NOTIFICATION (IFT), (One and Two Cover System)
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal Only)

The Executive Engineer, Project-East, BBMP invites tenders
on behalf of the Commissioner, BBMP, Bengaluru from
eligible Tenderers for the construction of works detailed in the
table below.
pprox. Amou
Name of the Work put to tender .EMD
(Rs. in Lakhs) J (in Rs-)
rilling and Commissioning o
orewells and providing Pipeline fo 15.00 18,750/~
ater supply in Ward No.112
omlur. (S.C.)
mprovements to Public toilet
nWard No.112, Domlur. (Others). 10.00 25,000/
mprovements to Krishnadevaray.
nd Hanuman Park in Ward No.112 40.00 80,000/-
omlur. (Others).
mprovements to Road an
ootpath Near Shanthisaga
otel in Ward No.112, Domlurfll 25.00 |§25,000/-
S.C.).
onstruction of Library building an
amudaya Bhavan in Ward No.19 100.00 00,000/
anjay Nagara. (Others).
mprovements to Buleward Park-
n Ward No.18, Radhakrishn 100.00 ,00,000/-
emple Ward. (Others).
roviding Grills work at RB
olony Park and Children’s Pla
quipments and other works t 60.00 ,20,000/-
GH Layout Park in Ward No.20
anganagara. (Others)
roviding Grill, Gym equipment
nd other works at Weavers Colon
n Ward No.20, Ganganagara 60.00 +20,000/-
Others).
roviding Grills work at RBI Colon
ark and Children’s Pla
quipments and other works t 60.00 ,20,000/-
GH Layout Park in Ward No.20
anganagara. (Others).
Calendar of Events: (1). Tender documents may be downloaded
from the e-procurement portal of the Govt. of Karnataka from
19-09-2020. (2). Tenders must be submitted online through e-
procurement portal on: 28-09-2020 before 4:00 p.m. (3). Technical
Bids will be opened on 30-09-2020 at 4:30 p.m. Further particulars
can be obtained from the above office during working hours on
working days or from website: https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in.
Sd/-, Executive Engineer, (East-Project), BBMP.

“Pay development charges, help to develop Bengaluru”

New Delhi

Office of the State Nodal Officer, Soura Project — Thiruvananthapuram
Tender * KSEBL # EPC # 2021 #ET# 44 *Empanelling Contractors for implementing grid connected
Roof Top Solar Power plants of various capacities agrgregating to 150MWp under Soura Phase - ||
subsidy scheme in Domestic Sector against capacity allocation from MNRE for the years 2019-2020
and 2020-21 in linewith the Phase Il subsidy programme of Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
* PAC : Rs. 600 crore * Last Date : 24-09-2020
Visit www.kseb.in, www. ce.com Ref. PR/MCI/ E 229/E-Tender/2020

i TAMILNADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD.
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (E-TENDERING PROCESS)

Sl. No| Tender Inviting Authority Specification No. Total
1 |SE/P&A/MTPS 42 1

For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening, viewing

and downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in ,

www.tenders.tn.gov.in , https://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

DIPR/3446/Tender/2020

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR.
No. NIT/2020-21/9851-59 Date: 16.09.2020
$-faferar gem W@ 177/ 20-21
o el e W) qerR et &g $-ofefn uiw & sitqenda ffaert b @ S -
@ fererar F_smiEm T (F)
Collection of Toll Tax from Private Vehicles on Kotputli- Sikar- Kuchaman Road. 230.31 Lac
UBN No: RRC2021WSOB00258

SHTAEA fAfIe UUF ereAee e i St fEFiw 15.09.2020 TE: 09.00 S 21.09.2020 A 6,00 T TR
Afeer @ Wefod @AW faeRor wd WiEW de@mEe http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http:/sppp.rajasthan.nic.in 721 http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in T @1 31 ¥ € | T55F
Eie TN % AEAA F qAEE http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in T IS FEMT AW T
HETHSIETeh

Mangalore SEZ Limited
Mangalore Special Economic Zone, Sy.No. 168-3A, Plot No. U1
Administrative Building, Bajpe Village, Mangalore - 574 142
Dakshina Kannada, Karnataka. Phone: 0824-2885501/02
Fax:0824-2885503 Website: www.mangaloresez.com

CIN: U45209KA2006PLC038590

INVITATION FOR E-BIDS FOR SUPPLY OF POWER

~ 16.09.2020
MANGALORE SEZ LIMITED (MSEZL), a deemed distribution licensee under

Electricity Act, 2003 for supply of power at Mangalore Special Economic
Zone, invites e-bids for selection of seller for supply of 2 MW power on short
term basis for a period of 6 months through E-Tendering and E-Reverse
Auction process.

The RFP documents for participation can be downloaded through DEEP
E-portal of www.mstcecommerce.com

Sd/-, Chief Executive Officer
Mangalore SEZ Ltd, Mangalore

NLC India Limited

Q ‘Navratna' - Government of India Enterprise

=)
A von § Regd. Office : First Floor, No.8, Mayor Sathyamurthy Road,
</UL\\)\> FSD, Egmore Complex of Food Corporation of India, Chetpet, Chennai - 600 031.
Corp. Office : Block-1, Neyveli-607 801, Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu.
CFORWELLBENG CIN No.: L93090TN1956G0I003507, Website: www.nlcindia.com

BRIEF NOTICE INVITING BID
All Bids in English in Two Parts (Part | & Part - 1) One original and
6 identical copies are invited by NLC India Limited, Neyveli for
“ THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW CONSOLIDATED e-COMMERCE
PORTAL” in NLC India Ltd., Neyveli.
Tender No.:CGM/CS/C0/20204/e-Commerce Portal/2020 Dt. 11-09-2020
B.G.Amount :% 3,03,450/-; Costof Tender Document : 3 5,000/-
Tender Document Sale period :17-09-2020 to 18-10-2020 Upto 17.00 Hrs.
Date & time of receipt of bids : 19-10-2020 Upto 14.30 Hrs.
Date & time of bid opening (Part-l) : 19-10-2020 at 15.00 Hrs.
Pre Bid Conference : On 01-10-2020 at 11.00 Hrs. through Video
Conference. Bidders who are interested to participate in the Pre Bid
Meeting are requested to Register their Name, Company Name and
address, Mobile No. and e-mail ID on or before 30-09-2020 through
e-mail to gm.cs@nlcindia.in to enable us to send the link for participating
in the Pre Bid meeting.
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR SUPPLIES (e-Tender)
Tender Ref./Scope of Supplies & Qty. Reqd.

UNIT : M.M.COMPLEX: ENQ/20-21/001283/MM12(01) dt.15-09-2020:
Procurement of 11 KV skid mounted pillar box.
Due date of opening: 07-10-2020
FOR e-TENDER DOCUMENTS/DETAILS/CORRIGENDUM VISIT:www.nlcindia.com
PUBLIC SECTOR IS YOURS : HELP IT TO HELP YOU

S
=
=
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

IManshi D/o Veerendra singh
R/0 208, First floor,
Humayunpur, safdarjung
Enclave,New Delhi-110029,
have changed my nameto
Manshi Kuntal = 0040548843-1

I MD SALEEM ABBASI
S/OMUKHTIYAR,H.NO-242,
GALI.NO-7,SANGAM-VIHAR,
HAMDARD-NAGAR, DELHI-
110062 have changed my name
to MOHD SALEEM.

0040548892-2

I Deepa Awasthi W/o Sh.Anil
Awasthi R/o C-830, Hastsal
Road, J.J.Colony,Uttam Nagar,
Delhi-110059 is also known as
Deepu Mishra.Both names are
of one and the same person.

0040548867-4

1 Ajaybir Singh Sodhi S/0, Jasbir
Singh Sodhi R/0 524 Sector 10
Chandigarh alies Ajaybir singh
alies Ajay Bir Singh Sodhi are
same person 0040548862-1

I,Khevender Kumar S/o
Sh.Mahabir Singh R/-D-156
Gaur Grandeur, Sector-
119,Noida,Gautam Budha
Nagar,Uttar Pradesh-201301
have changed the name of my
minor daughter Nishka aged
14-years and she shall
hereafter be Known as Nishika.

0040548899-2

1, Ajit S/o Yadunath,
R/oHouse.No0.48, Kadipur,
Gurugram (Haryana)-122001,
have changed my nameto Ajit
Kumar. 0040548895-4

| SUHANI,spouse of Praveen
Kumar R/o0 VPO-Kishanpur
Baral Distt-Baghpat,UP-250623
have changed my name from
SUHANI to SANGITA vide
Affidavit dated 13 Sep 20 before
Advocate Rattandeep Singh
Gill,Delhi. 0040548899-1

1, Nafees,S/o Mohd llyas R/o-
313/101-N Tulsi-Nagar
Inderlok,Delhi-110035,have
changed my nameto
Mohammad Zubair, for all
purposes. 0040548897-7

I,RAKESH KUMAR GUPTA S/0
Nathu Ram Gupta R/0O HOUSE
NO. 2418, SECTOR 16,
FARIDABAD, HARYANA.121002
have changed my nameto
RAKESH KUMAR GUPTA

0070714390-1

Tasmin Sodhi D/o Ajay Bir singh
SodhiR/0524, sector 10
Chandigarh alise Tasmin Kaur
alise Tasmin Kaur Sodhi is
same person 0040548863-1

My original name is Shabana
Tarannum, Tarannum &
Tarannum Sadiq is wrong. |
declarein my all documents
my name is Shabana
Tarannum. W/o Jamal Sadiq
H.N01847 Katra Sheikhchand
Lal Kuan Delhi-110006.

0040548894-3

Itis for general information that
I,PREMALATA SAHOO,W/0
PRASHANT KUMAR
SAHOO,Residing at,WA-200B,
2nd-Floor,Shakar Pur,Delhi-
110092,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly-written
as PUJA SAHOO in my minor
daughter’s PRACHI
PRIYADARSHINI SAHOO, aged-
13-yearsin her School
Records.The actual name of
mine is PREMALATA SAHOO,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040548899-3

ILhitherto known as Remal
Dass@Sewa Ram,S/0 Shri.Ram
Kishan,Residing at-
62/4A/8A/1,Teliwara,Shahdara
, Delhi-110032,have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Remal Dass.

0040548892-7

I, THYELSAANGPHOM KHALING,
R/0-N-539,TYPE-4,N-
BLOCK,R.K.PURAM, SECTOR-
9,N.DELHI-110022,have
changed my minorson"s
name,from JADEN
SAWNMAYER HENGUNSAANG
KHALING to JAYDEN KHALING.

0040548892-4

Bharati Sodhi W/o Ajay Bir Singh
SodhiR/0 524, sector 10
Chandigarh alise Bharati Kaur
alise Bharati Kaur Sodhi are
same person. 0040548860-1

I,NARESH KUMAR SHARMA,S/o0
JAGAT RAM R/o-
4/438/1B,STREET.NO.11,
BHOLANATH-
NAGAR,SHAHDARA, DELHI-
110032,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NARESH
SHARMA,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040548891-4

l,Manjeet Singh Sahni,R/0-DG-
1/50-C, VikasPuri, New Delhi-
110018,have changed my minor
son’s name,from Mansifat
Singh to Mansifat Singh
Sahni,permanently.

0040548895-2

I,Krishan Kumar S/o Surbir,C-
30,Ground Floor,Neeti Bagh,
N.Delhi,inform that my
name,has been wrongly
written as,Krishna Bahadur
Nepali,in my LIC-Policy
N0.122793804. The actual name
of mine,Krishan Kumar.
Whereas,Krishan Kumar and
Krishna Bahadur Nepali,both
are one,and,same person.

0040548888-3

I,KUMAR Gaurav,S/o Rajeshwar
prasad singh R/0-h.no-
67,jamalpur-Athmalgola,patna
bihar-803211,have changed my
name,from Gaurav Anand to
kumar Gaurav both are same
person,for all the,future
purposes 0040548894-1

l,Jitender Pal Singh S/0-Megh
Singh,R/0-H.N0.C-85-A,Janta
Flats,Raghubir Nagar,Delhi-
27,have changed my name to
Jitender Pal Singh Gill for all
purposes. 0040548897-9

I,Hitherto Knownas M G
Javed,S/oM G
Rabbani.Residing at-C-3/248,
Nangli Vihar Extn.Baprola,
Delhi-110043,Have Changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Javed Sheikh.

0040548897-8

I,HITHERTO KNOWN AS SHREYA
MITTAL@SHREEYAA
MITTAL,D/o DEEPAK MITTAL,
R/0-74,GALI.N0.5,GYAN
PARK,CHANDER-NAGAR,DELHI-
110051,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME AND SHALL HEREAFTER
BEKNOWN AS SHREEYAA
MITTAL. 0040548894-5

|,Fayaz Ahmad Mir S/O- Late Ab
Ahad Mir ,R/0:-
Dachigam,Tehsil/District:-
Bandipora. In my service
record name of my wife has
been wrongly mentioned as
RukshanaBano instead of
Ruksana Begum (D o0 B-07-02-
1989.1t needs correction
.Objections befiled to
concerned authorities within
seven days. 0020411031-1

1, Vartika D/o Sanjit Kaushik R/o
8-B,Takshila-Apartment, Abhay
Khand-3, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, UP,have changed
my name to Vartika Kaushik.

0040548894-6

1,Binod Kumar singh,S/o0 Sakal
Deo SinghR/0.plot.no-387 flat
no-S1,shalimar-garden-
extn.sahibabad ghaziabad-
201005,inform that name of my
minor son has been wrongly-
mentioned as Tusharin his
school Record.The correct-
name is Tushar Singh
Rajput.,For all the,future
purposes. 0040548894-2

1,BABLU S/O-GOJEEL,R/O-S-
66/208,T-HUTS,BEHIND-
GURUDWARA-PRATAP CAMP,
NEHRU-NAGAR,NEW-DELHI-
110065,have changed my
name,from BABLU to
RAMKUMAR MANDAL,for all
purposes. 0040548895-7

1, SHRADDHA AGARWAL
daughter of Shri Ram Naresh
Agarwal and wife of Sh. Aman
Choudhary (Smt. Sharaddha
Choudhary) new name,
Resident of C-558, New Friends
Colony, New Delhi-110025, have
changed my name SHRADDHA
AGARWAL and I shall hereafter
be known as SHRADDHA
CHOUDHARY New Name.

0040548886-1

I, Susheel Lamba S/O-Rambir
Lamba R/0O-H.No-174,Baba
Hriday Ram-Colony,Mujesar
,Ballabh Garh,Faridabad,
Haryana.Have Changed My
Name To Sushil Lamba.

0040548892-5

LOST & FOUND

I, Rubal Rana S/0 ShriDinesh
Rana,R/0 33, V.P.O Ghevra,
Delhi-110081,have changed my
name to Rohit Rana.

0040548896-7

I, Surender Saw R/o-F-
415,Gali.no-6, Wazirabad-
Village, Delhi-84.have change
my Son’s name Vishal Sahu to
Vishal Gupta aged 15-years.

0040548892-6

I, Rajinder Singh, S/O Partap
Singh, H. No. 2465,
Bahadurgarh, Dist. Jhajjar
(Haryana) 124507, have
changed my name to Rajinder
Singh Maan 00707144311

I, Rabiya W/0 Sadiq Hasan R/O
E-11/71 2nd- Floor, Khirki
Extension,Malviya Nagar, New
Delhi-17 have changed my
minor son name from Mohd
Salman Ansarito Abdul Ahad
Hasan.The CorrectD.O.Bls
26/07/2006. 0040548853-1

I, Shafali Gupta daughter of Ram
Chandra Gupta resident of
H.No.R-12, Block-R, Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar,
Distt.West Delhi-110059, State-
Delhi, have changed my name
from Shafali Gupta to Shefali
Guptavide affidevit dated
14.09.2020 before Sub Registrar
11 B, Janak Puri, New Delhi-
110058 0040548882-1

Itis notified for the information
that my Original-Qualifying
Examination-Certificates of
Main, Secondary,Senior
Secondary-Examination of
Year-2000 and-2002 and
RoII.N0.6149267 and-
6242954,issued by CBSE has
been actually lost.Name of
candidate-vandana Yadav,HS-
35,Kailash-Colony,New-Delhi-
110048/9821051179.

0040548896-8

I, Seema Devi,W/o Mr.Panchdeo
Pandey, R/o Rasulpur Nandlal,
Azamgarh,Uttar Pradesh-
276139,have changed my name
to Seema Pandey.

0040548899-4

I, Pinky Mathur,W/0-Sanjay
Bahadur,R/0-C-81, Eastend
Apartments,Mayur Vihar
Phase-1 Extn,Delhi-
110096,have changed my name
from Pinky Mathur to Pinky
Bahadur Mathur,Pinky Mathur
& Pinky Bahadur Mathur both
are the One & Same person.

0040548895-9

1, Saroj D/o Jai Kishan W/o
Sanjay R/0-75, Raj Nagar, Loni,
Ghaziabad, U.P.201102,have
changed my name to Rajni
permanently. 0040548897-6

I,Saurabh loombas/o
Purshotam rai loombar/o-c-
34,Neelamber-
apartment,opp.sainik-
vihar,pitampura,Delhi-110034,
do here by confirm and
declare as under.That |, had
taken one LIC Policy bearing
no 121520024 date-
28/12/2001,for Rs Five lacs
under table and term 112-25-
16,premium of Rs 6331/ Qly,is
lost if found by any one kindly
deliver atthe above address

0040548894-7

I, Sarbjeet Kaur W/o Balbir Singh
R/096, Krishna Gali Paharganj,
Delhi-55 have changed my
name to Sarabjit Kaur.

0040548897-5

I, Parvesh Parasram Naini S/o
Shri Parasram Hassaram Naini
R/0J-508, Prateek Laurel,
Sector-120, Noida, Dist Gautam
Budh Nagar U.P.-201301 have
changed my name from
Parvesh Parasram Naini to
Parvesh Naini for all future
purposes including Passport.

0040548792-1

I, Sandeep,S/o0 Yashwant Singh,
R/0-RZ-20E/A, RajNagar Part-
1,Palam-Colony, South
West/Delhi-110077,have
changed my name to Sandeep
Soni. 0040548895-3

I,Gurcharan Singh S/o Karam
Singh R/0.3413/249,Hansa
Puri,Tri Nagar,Delhi-
110035,declared that my
DSIDC lease deed paper,
M/s.Karam Singh Sons, vide L-
27,Sector-1, Bawana, Delhi-
110039,has been lost.Finder
Contact-9811892230

0040548888-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information
that |, Pitamber S/o Late Sh.
Sunder Lal R/o H. No. 432,
G.F.,, Pocket-1, Paschim Puri,
West Delhi, Delhi-110063,
declare that name of mine and
my wife has been wrongly
written as Pitamber Gupta and
Anita Aggarwal in the school
record of my minor son Pawan
Aggarwal. The actual name of
mine and my wife are
Pitamber and Anita
respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

“My clients Sh. Manoj Kumar Kandpal, S/o
Late. Devi Dutt and his wife Smt. Anju
Kandpal W/o Sh. Manoj Kumar Kandpal are
the resident of House No. 7, Ground Floor,
A-Block, Street No.9, Near Ramji Lal Market,
Dayalpur, Karawal Nagar, North-East Delhi-
110094. In the same building, the brother of
my client Sh. Manoj Kumar Kandpal, namely
Yogesh Kandpal S/o Late. Devi Dutt, also
resides on first floor. Through this Public
Notice my client declare that my clients are
having no link, connection or concern with Sh.
Yogesh Kandpal or any of his family
members. Any person(s), if deals with Yogesh
Kandpal or his family members, shall be doing
so at hishertheir own risks and
consequences, for which my clients will never
be responsible in any manner”.

Sd/- (VIRENDER KUMAR)
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Ch.No. 650, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

CORRIGENDUM

As per the information conveyed by
my client Shri Kishan Gupta, was the
co-owner of the subject cited property
H.No. 578, Sector-29, Faridabad.
Pradeep Kumar Gupta S/o late Shri
Kishan Gupta R/o H.No. 578, Sector-
29, Faridabad, has informed that the:
name of legal heirs was not published
in Public Notice in Indian Express dt.
03.07.2020, by mistake. Following
legal heirs. Reeta Gupta (daughter),
Rekha Gupta (daughter), Chitra
Aggarwal (daughter), Anju Bansal
(daughter), Neelam Gupta
(daughter), Poonam Rastogi
(daughter) & Pradeep Kumar Gupta
(son) and there are no other legal
heirs. Sdl- Arun Katoch (Advocate),
Sec-12, Fari

I, Naresh Kumar Singh S/0 Shri
Harpal Singh R/0 House no 63
SF, Pocket H-3, Sector 18,
Rohini, New Delhi-110089 have
changed my son Arahan’s
name from “ARAHAN” to
“ARAHAN SINGH” for all
purposes. 0050169261-1

I, Pinky Bahadur Mathur,W/0-
Sanjay Bahadur,R/0-C-
81,Eastend Apartments,Mayur
Vihar Phase-1 Extn,Delhi-
110096,declare that Late H.N.
Mathur and Late Hari Narain
Mathur both are the One &
Same person. 0040548895-8

1, SALONI Sagar D/o Vijay
sagar,R/0-C-2/11 pharma-
apartment I.P.extn.Delhi-92
Have lost my original-
certificate class-10th year-
2016 Rollno-8166985 CBSE-
Delhi. 0040548894-10

1, NIDA NAFASAT,W/0 SANJID
AHMAD,RESIDING at,-C-213/1,
GALINO-5,CHAUHAN BANGAR,
DELHI-110053 have changed my
name to NIDA SANJEED.

0040548895-6

I, Abhishek son of Ram Chandra
Guptaresident of H.No.R-12,
Block-R, Mohan Garden, Uttam
Nagar, Distt.West Delhi-110059,
State-Delhi, have changed my
name from Abhishek to
Abhishek Gupta vide affidevit
dated 14.09.2020 before Sub
Registrar Il B, Janak Puri, New
Delhi-110058 0040548884-1

I, Sanjay Kumar S/o0-Devi Singh
R/0-131,2nd-Floor, PKT-7,Sec-
24,Rohini, Delhi-110085.have
lost my Sale Deed N0.14838
&GPA N0.6203 of Kavita Rawat.

0040548896-10

I, ARYA Anand,D/o Gaurav
Anand,R/0 h.no-67 jamalpur-
Athmalgola patna,bihar -
803211,have Destroyed my
original-certificate class-10th
year-2016 Rollno-5397635
Cbse-dehradun.

0040548894-9

I, Manjeet Singh,s/o Naginder
Singh Sahni R/0-DG-1/50-
C\ikasPuri,New Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to Manjeet Singh Sahni,
permanently. 0040548895-1

I, Aanchal Luthra W/o-Raj
Kumar Luthra R/0-1-7/11,First-
Floor,Sector-16 Rohini Delhi-
85,have changed my name to
Anchal Luthra. 0040548895-5

I, Mamta Parvesh Naini D/o Shri
Lalchand Ji Parumal Lalwani
R/0J-508, Prateek Laurel,
Sector-120, Noida, Dist Gautam
Budh Nagar U.P.-201301 have
changed my name from Mamta
Parvesh Naini to Mamta Naini
forall future purposes
including Passport.

0040548791-1

I, ARJUN SINGH,S/O..FATEH
SINGH TOMAR,
ADD.171.SHASTRI GALI.NEAR-
GOVT SCHOOL WEST-
BABARPUR SHAHDARA.
Delhi,changed my NAME to
ARJUN SINGH TOMAR,
permanently. 0040548892-1

IShama Parveen/Mohammad
Saleem Add: Flat 601, Block7,
Shahajahanabad CGHS Sect11
Dwarka-75, our Allotment
Letter for Unitech Vistas
GurgaonFlat A-11804 is
Missing since 5th Mar 2020. If
found kindly returnto the
above address.

0050169357-1

I, Laxman S/o ShriNand Lal
Permanent R/0 H.N0.T-176, Old
Nangal Village, Delhi Cantt.
South West, New Delhi-110010,
have changed my minor
Daughter’s name Natasha Sahi
to NATASHA for all purposes.

0040548818-1

ISudha Thakur W/0 Shambhu
Nath Jha Add.T-3,306 RPS
Savana Sec.88 Faridabad-
121002,have changed my
name,from Sudha Thakur to
Sudha jha,for all,Future
purpose. 0040548896-6

I1Siddharth Taneja S/o
Charanjeev Kumar Taneja R/O
H.No.-144 SFS-Flats, Ashok-
Vihar H.0,Delhi-110052,
changed my name to Siddarth
Tanejaa. 0040548891-1

IMANU GURBUXANI S/o Late Sh.
Bhagwan GurbuxaniR/0 71,
Qutab View Appart, Katwaria
Sarai New Delhi-57 have lost
the original property
documents of the office space
no.1131B Eros Corporate Park,
Sector-2, Tower K, IMT
Manesar Gurugram Haryana
issued by M/s. Ajay
Enterprises Pvt. Ltd. Finder
Cont. 9311793127

0040548847-1

I, Kapil Singh Bisht,S/0 Prem
Singh Bisht,R/0O N-36, Sector-
12, noida gautam budha nagar
201301, U.P.,have changed my
name to Kapil Bisht for all
future purposes.

0040548793-1

ISham Lal S/0, Ishar Das R/o
Flat No D- 11/15, Ground Floor,
Exclusive Floors, DIf Phase 5,
Gurgaon have changed my
name to Shamlal Rakesh for all
purposes. 0040548859-1

I,Abdullah,S/o0 md arif reza R/o-
Vill:Narayanpur PO-sakri PS
manigachi Dist-Darbhanga
Bihar-847239,have lost my
original-certificate class-10th
year-2016 Rollno-7116555
CBSE-PATNA. 0040548896-9

I, Jyoti W/o Sachin Kumar R/o D-
90 Govind Vihar, Govind Puram,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh have
changed my nameto Jyoti Arya
for all future purposes.

0070714433-1

1,Atul jain,S/o0-Kaushal Kumar
Jain R/0.F-210,Block-
F,GALI.no-2,mangal-Bazar
Main chawk,Laxmi-
Nagar,Delhi-110092,have
changed my minor Daughter
name,Pihu Jain to shivika
Jain,(age-5-year),permanently.

0040548892-8

I,Aashish Kumar alias Aashish
Kumar Arora S/o-Darshan
Singh R/0.Flat-No.A-4,Airport
Apartment,F-Block
Vikaspuri,Delhi-
110018,changed my name to
Aashish Kumar Arora.

0040548891-2

I,Sushil kumar Singh,Resident
of,N-34 Camero Complex
Subroto-park,New Delhi-
110010,have changed my minor
son’s name,from ARKA
ADHIROHAN KSHEMAKA to
ARKA ADHIROHANA KSHEMKA
Vide-Affidavit Dated-
15/09/2020,Before NCT-Delhi.

0040548894-4

I,Surender Mohan,S/o LilaRam,
R/0.H.N0.310-B,G.F.
Indraprastha Colony,Sector-
30-33,Faridabad,have changed
my name to Surender Mohan
Arora. 0040548892-3

I,Sunita Kumari,W/o Nb Sub
No.JC-386591M Ranveer
Sharma,R/0-Village+Post
Badbar,Tehsil-Buhana, District-
Jhunjhun,State Rajasthan,Pin-
333502,have changed my name
after-marriage to Sunita
Devi,for all purposes.

0040548895-10

I,RAKESH KUMAR S/0 SUBHASH
CHANDER KHERA R/O
212,CHANDAN-WADI
APARTMENT,PLOT-8,SECTOR-
10,DWARKA,DELHI-
110075.CHANGED MY NAMETO
RAKESH KUMAR KHERA.

0040548891-5

I,Prerana Mathur W/o Shishir
Mohan Mathur R/0-J-1003,Golf
City,Plot No.08,Sector-
75,Noida, Distt.-G.B.Nagar,
U.P.,have changed my name
from Prerana Mathur to Prerna
Mathur. 0040548888-2

I, pardeep kumar munjal S/o
madan lal Address-152 S/F
raja-garden delhi-
110015,changed my nameto
pardeep munjaal.

0040548892-9

I, kalam Ansari S/o ikram ansari
Address-59a, gali.no.4
chhuriyamohalla tuglakabad
badarpur, delhi-110044,
changed my nameto kalam
ayat. 0040548892-10

I, Valsa Sood D/o Sebastion R/o
80-B, LIG Flats, Pocket A-1,
Mayur Vihar Phase-lIll, Delhi-
110096, inform that Valsamma
Sebastion and Valsa Sood are
the one and same person.

0040548804-1

I, Utkarsh Nim S/o Sh. Devendra
Kumar Nim R/o C-72, Type-5B,
C-Block Nivedita Kunj, Sec-10,
Rama Krishna Puram, Delhi
declares that ‘Master Aman’
and ‘Utkarsh Nim’ is one and
the same person forall
purposes in future with real
name Utkarsh Nim.

0040548873-1

I, Dharmendra Mudgal S/o Shri
Yadvendra Kumar Mudgal R/o
Flat No- P/402, Plumeria
Garden Estate, Omicron-3,
Greater Noida, G.B. Nagar-
201310, U.P., have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
Shourya Mudgal to Aadya
Mudgal for her school records
and all future purposes.

0070714437-1

I, Herga Kandulna S/O Sahdev
Kandulna R/0 18 New Rohtak
Road,KarolBagh,New
Delhi,changed my name to
Shivay Kandulna.

0040548891-3

I Sanjay Kumar Mittal S/o Sh.
Ram Avtar R/o D-71, Street
No.2, Extension 2-D, Nangloi,
Nangloi West Delhi, Delhi-
110041 is also known as Sanjay
Mittal. Both names are of one
and the same person.

0040548867-1

I, Binu Santhosh Thomas S/o Mr.
N T Thomas R/0 G-173,Near
Hanuman Mandir, Sector-20,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Noida,
Uttar Pradesh-201301,declare
that my name has been
wrongly written as Binu
Thomas in my both
daughter’s(Ashna Thomas and
Anusha Thomas) School
Records instead of correct
name Binu Santhosh Thomas
forall purposes.

0040548855-1

IRinkoo Kochhar D/o Sh.Rajesh
Kochhar W/o Sh. Sukh Sagar
Nagrath R/o B-61, Subhadra
Colony, Sarai Rohilla, Subhadra
Colony, Onkar Nagar, S.0.North
West Delhi, Delhi-110035 have
changed my name after
marriage to Diksha Nagrath for
all purposes. 0040548867-2

1, GURAMMA P,mother
of, DASTAGIRI P,resident
ofVillage-Komarole,Gopani
Palli Road,Post-Komarole,
Tehsil-Giddalur,
Distt.-Prakasam, Andhra
Pradesh-523373,have changed
my name from,GURAMMA
P(D.0.B-01.07.1958)to
PODUTURI KHADAR BI,(D.0.B-
01.01.1956)vide
affidavit,dated-
15/09/2020,before Notary,
Advocate:Ram Kishore Singh,
Registration.No:-2548,
NewnDelhi. 0040548888-1

I, Divya Kaur w/0 Jitinder Singh
r/o WZ-64C, Gate no.-7,
Mukherji Park, Tilak Nagar,
Delhi-110018 have changed my
nameto DIVYA CHOPRA
permanently. 0040548798-1

I, Amit Chauhan S/0 Vikas
Chauhan,R/0-B-58, Sector-
56,Noida, G.B.Nagar(U.P.)-
201301, have changed my wife
name,from Sheetal Chauhan to
Raj Kumari Chauhan,in my
son’s lkshet Chauhan,Birth
Certificate& School
Records,permanently.

0040548888-4

INandini Bharti D/o Sh.Ravindra
Prasad Jayaswal W/o Sh.
Somnath Das R/0 10A/2, Shakti
Nagar, Delhi-110007 have
changed my name after
marriage to Nandini Das for all
purposes. 0040548867-3

IRashid Khan S/o Akhil Khan R/o
RZ-0-30, Chanakya Place,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059
have changed the name of my
minor son from Arman to
Arman Khan for all purposes.

0040548867-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client Sh. Pyare
Lal S/o Late Patru Ram R/o A-3/359, Sultan
Puri, Delhi-110086 have severed all their
relations with his son Sh. Vinod Kumar,
daughter-in-law Smt. Pushpa and grand
children Kajal, Niharika and Shivam all R/o
A-3/359, Sultan Puri, Delhi-110086,
presently at Not Known and debarred &
disowned them from all his movable and
self qui
properties and social relationship of the
society with immediate eﬂects due to their
misbehavior, tand
Any person/s dealing with them will do at
his/her/their own risk and costs and my
client shall not be responsible for any kind
of his/their acts in future in  any

circumstances. Sd/- (ASHOK KUMAR)
Adv.

Ch.No. 803, Chamber Block,
Rohini Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that my client SMT. BRIJ
BALA W/O LATE SH. MAHENDER R/O
A-1/2, VIJAY VIHAR, PHASE-2, ROHINI,
DELHI-110085, disowned and severe all
relationship with her son namely SH.
PANKAJ KUMAR & his wife SMT.
RACHNA WALECHA, and debarred them
from all her moveable and immovable
properties acquired or to be acquired
because of their mis-behavior & conduct
and their nature is being disobedient and
they are abusing and quarrelling with my
client, so my client have broken all relations
from them. Any person dealing and having
relation with them in any manner shall be at
their own risk, cost & consequences and
my client shall not be responsible for any
act and deed of the aforesaid.
SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/88

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to notify the general public that
my clients Smt. Amita Sharma W/o Sh.
Girraj Prasad Sharma & Sh. Girraj Prasad
Sharma S/o Late Sh. Ram Hari R/o L-1-A-
29, Mohan Garden, D. K. Mohan Garden,
West Delhi-59 have debarred their son
Mukesh Kumar, his wife Meenu Sharma &
grand daughter Kanak Sharma from all
their movable & immovable properties
with immediate effect. Anybody dealing
with them in any manner shall do so at
his/her own cost, risk & responsibility. My|
client shall be in no way responsible for
any acts, deeds & things done by them.

Sanjay Kapoor & Associates
788, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

I, GAURAV Mathur S/o Devender
mathur R/0 337 village majri
post office karala Delhi-
81,have lost my original-
certificate class-12th year-
2013 Rollno-9136120
CBSE-Delhi. 0040548894-8

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the General
Public at large my client Usha Verma is
the sole and absolute owner of the
PropeNf/ bearing no. old is 766 and
New Municipal Property no. 1219,
Ward no. VIII Situated at Gali
Kashmirian, Bazar Sita Ram, Delhi -
110006 and has lost / mlsplaced the|
On/gllnal Rellnqwshment deed dated
0/2003 executed by (1) Smt.
Shushila Gupta w/o Shri Gupta!
/o Late Jawahar Lal Gupta R/o 5,
Mai rlAppan Ma uerh ar, Phase - 1,
Delhi —1100! SmtVlmIa Dew w/o
LateShnRatanLa ﬁ3 Sh Vinod usta
S/o Shl’l attan La u ta Both

5, herelnafter
called the Releasor in favour of Shri Jai
Krishan Gupta S/o Late Shri Jawahar|
Lal Gupta R/o B- 405 PoolaAppart 77,

_P._Extension, Delhi -110092
hereinafter called fhe Releasee as the!
Reglstrat\on No. 6983, | ddl Book

1 Volume No. 10 86 n Pages

161 164 on thls date 16/1 0/2003 Day of]
Thursday of the Relinquishment Deéd.
If any person(s) has any objectlon(ls) or
Claim s) with respect to the nght title or|
interest in the said property then
contact us within 7 days from the date
of publication of this notice and or the!
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone.

ANKIT VERMA & ASSOCIATES

Ch. No. 3, Patiala House Court,
New Delhi-110001
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M. DL o 34 VR 0GR 156
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FESADENT OF 4704, 11 VIR KA
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{orauda e Tateidd ol 12
Poee Bion M 78, DUELAT L]
Fac 93714 35H]
araitoes] Subaideagon,
pealdabaifana gouid

Hermmpage wrangrhitaigonh

Thisis to bring to notice of all concerned that
my clients Sh. M.S. Chaudhary Slo. Late
Sh. C.L. Chaudhary & his wife Smt. Rekha
Chaudhary W/o. Sh. M.S. Chaudhary both
R/o. H.No. 1480, Ranjit Gali, Sangatrashan,
Pahar Ganj, Delhi -55 have severed all their
relations with their son Mr. Dushant
Chaudhary & his wife Smt. Laxmi
Chaudhary. They misbehave and out of
control of my clients and thus my clients
have disowned them from all their movable
& immovable properties.  Any person
dealing with them shall do so at his/her own
risk cost & consequences. My clients will
not be responsible for their any act or
omissions.

PANKAJ MOHAN -ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 9, Civil Supply Building
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi -54
Mob.: 9811479479

My clients Sh. Jaipal, S/o. Late Sh.
Durga Prasad and Smt. Prem Vati,
Wio. Sh. Jaipal both residence of
H.No. 218, GaliNo. 9, 20 Futta Road,
Part-2, Mukandpur, North West, New
Delhi -110042, hereby disown their
son Sh. Prem Shankar and debar
him from inheriting any movable or
immovable property belonging to my
clients. Any one dealing with
the aforesaid person shall be doing
so at his/her own risk and

consequences.
KESHAV KUMAR (ADVOCATE)

Chamber No. 238, Lawyer’s
Block, District Court Saket,
New Delhi -110017

My clients Sh. Rajveer Singh, Slo
Late Sh. Panchi Lal and Smt.
Lakshmi, W/o Sh. Rajveer Singh
both residents of C-416,
Dakshinpuri, Pushpa Bhawan New
Delhi-110062, hereby disown their
son Sh. Ishank Nathanial and debar
him from inheriting any movable or
immovable property belonging to my
clients. Any one dealing with
the aforesaid person shall be doing
so at his/her own risk and

consequences.

KESHAV KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
Chamber No. 238, Lawyer’s
Block, District Court Saket,

New Delhi -110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Jai Nath, S/o Sh. Jhanju
Ram, Rlo E-139,Sanjay Colony Okhla
Industrial Estate New Delhi 20, has
disowned and Debar his son namely
Kamlesh from his all moveable and
immovable properties and he and his
family members have also severed all
relations with him as he is not under
control of my client. My client and his
family members shall not be
responsible for the deeds and actions
of Kamlesh. If anybody deals with him
shall be responsible for the same.
Jameel Ahemad (Advocate)
Ch.No. 538, Saket Courts, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to the Public at
arge that the Original Conveyance
Deed of SFS Flat No.42-B, Pocket-A,
Sukhdev Vihar, New Delhi-110025,
executed by DDA in favor of Sh.
Hira Lal Zutshi vide Registration No.
5515 in Book No. 1, Vol. No. 2459
on Page 68 to 69, registered in the
Office of the Sub-Registrar VII, New
Delhi on dated 28/03/2007, has
been lost/misplaced on 11/09/2020
by my client Mrs. Meenu Do Late
Sh. Raghunath Dhall Rfo 42-B,
Pocket-A, Sukhdev Vihar, New Delhi-
110025, who has purchased the
aforesaid flat from Sh. Hira Lal
Zutshi vide Sale Deed, registered as
Registration No. 6827 in Book No. 1,
Vol. No. 7361 on Page 188 to 198
dated 01/06/2007 in the Office of
the Sub-Registrar V, New Delhi. My
client tried her best to find the
same but it is not traceable,
therefore she made a complaint
vide L. R. No. 572942/2020 dated
15/09/2020, P. S. Crime Branch,
Delhi. If anyone finds please
contact Mrs. Meenu, Mobile No.
9810074068,
S.K.SONI (Advocate)
En. No.: D/3226/2017
Ch. No.: 371, Lawyer’s

Chamber Block, District
Court Complex, Saket, ND-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all the
concerned that my client - Raj

Kanta Gaur wife of Sh. Hari Om
Gaur Rlo RZF-117/20, Gali No.
40, Sadh Nagar-II, Palam Colony,
New Delhi-45, is the exclusive
absolute/ legal owner of Plot No.
45A admeasuring 120 Sg. Yds.
out of Khasra No. 480 purchased
on 04 Sep 1984 from Sh. Satbir
Singh s/o Sh. Gugan, Vill
Nasirpur, P.O. Palam, New Delhi.
Her name was entered as Kanta
Devi in all the property
documents at the time of
purchasing the aforesaid plot. Be
it informed to all that Kanta Devi
and Raj Kanta Gaur is the name
of one and the same person to|
which she has solemnly declared
and affirmed under her Affidavit
on non-judicial e-Stamp
Certificate No. IN-
DL79423188247569S

Sh. Naveen Kumar Sewan
Advocate, Dwarka Court|
New Delhi-110075

Mb. 7840090088
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice
Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)

Tender Type Open Division Name Delhi

Tender Type Engineering | Tendering Authority Sr. DEN/Estate/NDLS

Tendering Authority Sr. DEN/Estate/NDLS

Tender Number No 128-W-269-OET-20-21-WE-NIT-07 (A,B,C,D,E,F)
Dated 16.09.2020

Publication Date 17.09.2020

Tender Opening Date

09.10.2020 at 15:00 Hrs.

A.%10,47,355/-

B.X1,23,67,476.74

Tender Value

C.355,23,677.73

D. %60,32,254/-

E.%1,35,88,708.57

F.%1,77,16,522.56

NOTE (It should be in the form of net banking or payment gateway only.

EMD Note: FDR will not be accepted as EMD for tender invited on IREPS as
per Railway Boards letter no. 2015//CE-I/CT/5/1 dated 31.08.2016)
A.321,000/- B. 32,11,800/- C.%1,10,500/-
D.%1,20,700/- E.2,18,000/- F. 32,38,600/-

Cost of NOTE (It should be in the form of net banking or payment gateway

Tender only. Note: FDR will not be accepted as EMD for tender invited on

document | |IREPS as per Railway Boards letter no. 2015//CE-I/CT/5/1 dated

31.08.2016)

A.NIL B. %5,900/- C. %5,900/-

D. %5,900/- E. %5,900/- F. %5,900/-
Tender Title (In English) As S.No. 13

Railway colonies
under ADEN/E-IV

Tender
Description
(in English)

ADEN/E/IV

A. Conditional assessment of Rail Bhawan for assesing the
safety and health of Rail Bhawan Building in the S/O
SSE/W/RB under ADEN/E-V/NDLS

B. Outsourcing of maintenance activities to provide habitable
conditions at Delhi Kishanganj-I and Delhi Kishanganj-Il

C. Outsourcing of maintenance activities to provide habitable
condition in Sakurbasti Rly. colony for one year in the S/O
SSE/W/SSB under ADEN/E/IV

D. Outsourcing of maintenance activities to provide habitable
condition in loco colony DEE in the S/O SSE/W/DKZ | under

E. Outsourcing of maintenance activities to provide habitable
condition at Anand Vihar, Tilak Bridge colony & BH office for
one yearin the S/o SSE/W/BH under ADEN/E-I

F. Outsourcing of maintenance activities to provide habitable
condition in Rail Bhawan for two years in the S/o SSE/W/
RB under ADEN/E-III

in the section SSE/W/DKZ-I & DKZ-II

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 2016/20

PUBLIC NOTICE
For and on behalf of my client Smt.
Naseema Begum W/o Mustagim R/o
G-29/8, Fourth Floor, Allama Igbal
Road, Batla House, Jamia Nagar,
Okhla South Delhi 110025. | severed
public notice that my client severed
their relations with and debar her son
Gulbhar and his wife from her
moveable / immovable property for all
intents and purpose. My client will not
responsible for their acts. Anyone
dealing with them shall do his at his
ownrisks and cost.

D.K. Panchal (Advocate)
Ch.No. 366, Saket Courts, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that
my clients Shri Pradeep S/o Late
Munshi Ram and his wife Smt. Omi both
r/o B-93-B, Ground Floor, Khasra no.
144-B, B-Block, Indra Park, Near
Bholaram School, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043 have severed all relations
and social connection with their son
Sumit and his wife Smt. Priya and their
son who are living separately at 111,
RZP Block, Gali no. 31, Gopal Nagar,
Najafgarh, Delhi-110043 as they have
proven to be disrespectful,
disobedience and harmful towards my
clients and debarred them from
inheriting movable and immovable
properties of my clients. Any body
dealing with them in any manner
whatsoever shall do so at his/her own
risk and consequences and my clients
shall not be held liable for their acts and
deeds. Sd/-
N.K. MISHRA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 568-A, First Floor, W. Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is intimated that my clients
Arvind Kumar  Tripathy (Aadhar
No0.419704114857) and Sanjay Kumar
Tripathy (Aadhar No.805675828339) both
S/o Sh. Jag Mohan Tripathy, R/o Flat
6431, Sector -B, Pocket -9, Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi - 110070 have entered into an
Agreement To Sell with Ms. Indira for the
purchase of property/flat bearing no Flat
6431, Sector -B, Pocket -9. Vasant Kunj.
New Delhi - 110070, and at the time of
execution of Agreement To Sell the
above-said seller Ms Indira has received
substantial part consideration amount out
of total sale consideration of the above-
said property and handed over the
peaceful vacant possession of the above-
said property with all the original previous
chain of documents to my clients, and
since then my clients are enjoying
peaceful possession of the same. If any
person enter into any kind of transaction
qua the above-said property bearing no
Flat 6431, Sector -B, Pocket -9, Vasant
Kunj. New Delhi - 110070, with above-
said seller Ms. Indira or any person on her
behalf, then the same shall be treated as
null and void, and in that event the person
will enter at his own risk and cost, and he
will be solely liable for the same.
Sd/- RAJENDRA KUMAR TIWARI
(ADVOCATE)
1325, Lawyers Chamber, District
Courts Rohini, Delhi- 110085

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
No. SNT-JU-03-2020-21, Dt: 15.09.20
Open E-tenders are invited by DRM
(S&T), Jodhpur for and on behalf of the
President of India for S&T work. Details
as below. (1) Name of work: S&T works
in connection with CTR and TBR work in
MTD-DNA-FL and MTD-BKN section of
JU Division of NW Railway. (2) Estimated
cost of the work: % 57,30,080/- (R/O) (3)
Address of the NIT Issuing office: Sr.
DSTE/JU NWR, DRM Office Harish Joshi
Marg Jodhpur. (4) Earnest money to be
deposited: T1,14,600/- (5) Last Date &
time for submission of E-tender and
opening of tender: 07/10/2020 Upto
15:00 Hrs through E-tendering online
submission on IREPS, Tender will be
opened at 15:00 Hrs. (6) Website
particulars, where complete details of
tender can be seen and participated:
www.ireps.gov.in Note: This is an E-
Tender, so tenderer can participate
through e-tendering process only on
mentioned website. 760-DK/20

PUBLIC NOTICE

"Be it known to all that my clients Sh. Mahinder
Pal S/o Late Babu Lat /and Smt. Vinod Kumari
W/o Sh. Mahinder Pal, Both R/o 19/2, Bunglow
Park Area, D.B. Gupta Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-05, have lost their confidence in their son
and daughter-in-law namely Sh. Nitin Kumar
Goyal S/o Sh. Mahinder Pal Rio 19/2, Bunglow
Park Area, D.B. Gupta Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-05, aged about 35 years and Smt. Neha
Gupta age 31 years W/o Sh. Nitin Kumar Goyal
D/o Late Sh. Shyam Sunder Gupta R/o 7020,
Gali Tankiwali, Pahari Dhiraj, Delhi-06, because
of their unlawfulillegal conduct with general
public as well as with my client and clientess. |
hereby inform all of you that my clients have
debarred Nitin Kumar Goyal and Smt. Neha
Gupta from their personal ife and also from their
i and i
properties. Any person dealing with them please
take note of it that my client and clientess would
not be responsible for any legalilegaliuniawful
conduct of their son and daughter-in-law.

Sd/-

S. B. PANDEY

(Advocate )

Ch.No. 251, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court Delhi-54

“"IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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CROSSWORD 4226

CALENDAR

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

ACROSS
1 Extendargument in favour of DOWN
open country (8) 1 Highly praise some pastry
5 Hasto get quiet door fastening (4)
(4) 2 Hemakes a practice of seeing
9 Start with nothing in the kitty complaints
(5) (7
10 Strange disease in coastal 3 Communistis hidden but is
areas(7) found again (12)
11 They have aninterest in 4 Allthe players or just one star
conversion schemes (6)
(12) 6 Anout-of-place plea for
13 Lookinto new liquid innocence (5)
preparation (6) 7 Trying hard to persuade one
14 Church worker with grave it'surgent(8)
responsibilities 8 Adrilling site
(6) (66)
17 Ittravels fast say the 12 Changing integral formation
attendants (7,5) (8)
20 One source of awriter’s 15 Itgets down to sorting the list
material (7) (7)
21 Some small amount I leftin 16 He could be both best manand
the till(5) groom (6)
22 Boastabout one’s apparel 18 Card game appears to be all
(4) right throughout (5)
23 Treading slippery slope 19 Utterly boring
(8) (4)

Solutions Crossword 4225: Across: 1 Oppressor, 8 Agony, 9 Hostels, 10 Chorea, 11
Oyster, 12 On credit, 15 Coachmen, 18 Clamps, 20 Update, 21 Dubbing, 22 Salve, 23
Racetrack. Down: 2 Peony, 3 Rotate, 4 Saleroom, 5 Rather, 6 Corrode, 7 Dynasties, 11
Off course, 13 Conclude,14 Sandals, 16 Hatter, 17 Barber, 19 Panic.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Alittle___wins more friends than____-Scott Westerfeld (5...,6)
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Difficulty Level 2s

Instructions '1 E
Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, ?

everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in

each of the nine horizontal
rows andin each of the
nine boxes.
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Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy; 1
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s =
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temporary delay is of little
consequence. Mars, your
emotional state, and you may feel
justified in blowing up, but make
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Goover all bills and
@ payment with afine
toothcomb. The
the planets are indicating
increased earnings, they may
waste. You're still in a romantic
mood, so if you want to wallow
don’t let anyone put you off.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
combine so
benevolently that you
negotiations or transactions
being finalised on time. Such s
moment that you may also
assume that the results will be in
youto the hilt, butonly if youdo
the necessary persuading.
The world isinastate
@ of fluxand one
association is now
being put to the test. It is not
best and you may wish to wait
and respond to other people’s
made up your mind by the
end of tomorrow.
Theanswertoa
@ current personal
withinyour grasp.
However, any optimism needs to
that other people may not share
your perspective. You may be

planetary ruler, isstillinan

sure you hit the right target.
demands for

reason is simple: ata time when

also cause extravagance and

in sentimentality, go ahead and
Venus and Jupiter

@ may counton

the helpful nature of the current

your favour. Partners should back

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
particular tie or

easy to know what to do for the

initiatives. You should have

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
situation is well

be qualified by the recognition

prepared for a possible reversal,

T T T (PeorE oD i TDON'TSEE A
LIGT OF 15 THIS EMELET ’
NGREDIENTS. Wiere's HESEL LTS A ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)  LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
& DATE? ARE Please don’'tworryifa Your planets will be
17eA4 TRYING TE N u T !f - professional matter beneficial,
MO TRYING TG
NUTS WAL MET # now comestoa benevolent and
grinding halt. There thoroughly

are a great many developments enjoyable. We may look beyond
yettotake place,andinthislighta  light-hearted forecasts of

pleasure and fun, and say one
more thing about the current
called to recognise the deeply
spiritual realities which
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Today’s surprising
@ configuration could
produce some
are personally drawn into
confrontations, depends on your
self-discipline. You seem to be on
the way toa new conquest,
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Partnersare bound to
@ blunt.Rude, some
would callit! Yet you
criticism in good part and accept
thatyoumay be partially
taking place. The only problemis
thatyoustilldon’t really
particular individuals so agitated.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
someone close to you
hasbeen hurt
unintentionally. It is now in your
interests to come up witha plan
work out a formula to put
harmonious relationships ona
own interests, so much the better.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
evenmore like a
square peg in around
discomfort may be aggravated
by people who are alternately
unwilling to offer any
concession or compromise. In

planetary line-up: you are being
underpin your life.
planetary
startling headlines. Whether you
level of self-understanding and
perhaps aromanticone.
be more thanalittle
can take the odd rebuke or
responsible for whatever is now
understand what is making
It'safact that
@ recently, even if
torestore goodwill. If you can
long-term basis and protect your
You may now feel
@ hole, and your
reckless, impatient and
love, take it easy, play it cool and

only to be surprised by a wait for suitors and partners to
sudden breakthrough. mabke the first move.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
On the surface The Sun s positioning
everything appears youvery subtly for
to be relatively your next big
straightforward. Yet adventure. You

the most perceptive among you
are aware that intense and
turbulent passions are boiling
away below the surface. The
Moon’s transit through your
chartincreases your chances of
worldly success.

should no longer care what
people think or say. The problem
is that colleagues are coming out
with so many shocking
statements that you must
eventually close yourself offand
getonwith your ownlife.

I'E BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT EOARD
(FOWER WING)

MOTICE INVITIRG E-TEMDER

E-MIT Ho.: 2H26/B8ME  Dualed 14.09.2020

Mame of Offkca: Superininnding Engrear, Onhar Poser House Circle,

BEMB PV Slapper

Mame of Wark: E-MIT for recandilianing of 2 nos. 150TA30T/ST EOT

crarms ehalacal Dahar Powar Houseal Slappss,

Docimianl downieac shat data & ima | 16.09.2020 from 17.00 hra

I’E BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BDARD

= [POWER WING)

CORRIGENDUM-1 MOTICE INVITIRG E-TENDER

HIT Mo, ; BETP-200P-Y dated 37 07 2020 (E-lander Notea)

Name of Odfice: Chief Engirsan’ Trarsmission Syslem, Plaring &
Cesigr (TS) Dreclorale, SLEC Complex, Indusirial Area, Phase-l,
HHMI-_'.l:hnl'rdlgilrh-TEJHEE"IEIEIH:II:D'ITE-EEElHEH

Lasl data & lima o downinading prs- | 12.10.2020 upha 1200 hrs
qualification dacumeryts

Las1 Dale & Time For ciosmbcesd bander
dncumeis

Las! dair & e for submission of online bid | 20.10.2020 upta 14.00 hrs
Due dale & s for apering anlra bid | 200902020 upta 1500 hrs

20102020 upto 1200 hrs

)

Teag= e

E-TENDER NOTICE

Hpliceal Inslituts of Design
THOHEN Rachipe Pricdesh
An autonomous institution under the Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Govt. of India.
Acharpura, Eint Khedi, Post Arwaliya, Bhopal MP 462038

For cetaied HIT & Earnest Maney o be daposied please visit BEMB
wabila Wy, Bhmbepros, ABcpracure, com & www hbmb,gos.imn,

- E AT AT R Far pear Sedey Tamoiros Ser Enmgy Tosay

wigd e s wanw. bbenbeproc. abcprocure.com & waw Blirmbagoed.in

Mome of woek : Design, Mamutachorn, Assembly Testngbolonedispatch, Tender Title Published on | Pre-bid Closing
Supply, Dedvery of GBI nas 153 KY, 12 nes, 120 KV and 13 nos. BORY CPPP/Website| Meeting date|  Date
LEfilni Arraetem Tender for providi i
o e rr—— providing Manpower services [10.09.2020 [17.09.2020 | 03.10.2020
La=1 date and time for receipt of 02080 on outsourcing basis at NID MP
DDA EL 08 MAREGE IS LU | LG LN Tender for providing Housekeeping [11.09.2020 |18.09.2020 | 03.10.2020
L!ﬂ:ﬂ& and fime of submission 19i1 ul.?l:l:'?l:lljl-l-: services on outsourcing basis at NID MP
5 ugla 11. urs — . .

Tender for providing vehicle services on |15.09.2020 |22.09.2020

Daba and tima of Opaning o Bide 19,110, 2080 from outsourcing basis at NID MP
1500 hours: arrmands -

Tender for MISC works at various places

For costal specfeaion, Earnast menay Depasitand detailed NIT, peasa | (2t NID MP P 16.09.2020 | 25.09.2020 | 07.10.2020

1222 . PA - T5 - 4 I - e A TR T ]

Detailed terms & conditions can be viewed on the institute’s website-

www.nidmp.ac.in and CPP Portal www.eprocure.gov.in

Registrar

E-Procurement Notica

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
1. Tha Bxoculten Enginoor, Shimia Aural Dhvigaon, HPPWD, Dhami on Beha¥ ol Govarnar gl H.P Imnsilas
|ha3 g Eicks Of BEem 1858, 17 aledingnat Enadecir] systanm, in e Coreer Syslam e tha under
lianed works Bom ﬂ'ﬂﬁ]gﬂnuﬂnﬂmﬁdcﬂ'ﬂxlmﬂmﬁ ragisternd with HFFWD Duparimart.

[T

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS(IFB)1
The Executive Engineer HP PWD Shillai District Sirmour HP on behalf of Governor of HP invites the online
bids on item rate in electronic tendering system in 2 cover System for the under mentioned work from the eli-
gible and approved contractors/Firms registered with HP PWD Department.

T IRCON INTERNATIONAL LTD.

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

CIN: L45203DL1976G01008171, Web: www.ircon.org
e-Procurement Notice
e-Tender No.: IRCON/ADMN//Housekeeping/20-21 Date: 17.09.2020
e-Tender in two packet system are invited from bidders meeting qualifying
requirements for the work of “Service contract for Housekeeping (upkeep
maintenance) and other operations at Corporate Office Building, C-4, District

Centre, Saket, New Delhi-110017".

V74

Estimated cost of the work 3135.42acs.

Last Date & Time of e-Bid Submission 07.10.2020 upto 15.00 hrs.

Forfurther details, visit website https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app. Corrigendum
ifany, would be hosted only on the website.

AGM/Admn, C-4, District Centre, Saket, New Delhi-110017
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OFFICE OF THE

Foem 748 and (d} Allidmsdls 0o ihe adhoeizad olfbcial ol
will b dhaddangd non-rasponsive,
ol

ariginal docunnanis ak tha 1ima of opan
ey ol tha hada pe apacifiod, ho s wil

Eng date for bid sobmissicn
Airydelays dud ko Syatem Biune bepond s conbol Even

5. SUBMISSION OF DRIGINAL DOCUMENTES: The biddars ara regudnad %0 sl [a) ¢igingl damand

Ooraf (oeands Mo el of Bid document amnd (o) orignal bid securitgE
Expoutiva Enginaar, Shimla Ruml Division, i)
HPFWD Divamni H.P a5 specified in Koy dates Er. Mo, 4 on Tendor Gpening Data, taitng which tha bids

6. BID CPENING DETAILS: Tha bids shal bo opened on 12-10-2020 al 11.00 MRS by the sthiorizad clicial
Exnzidiig Eragingés, Shimla Fuesl Dregion, HPFWD Drard HRin e offiis of the Suparmibandng
Ergzinoer, 48 Circla HPPWD Shimda-3 & feir imiorest tha Hrkorers 2ro odvised b be peasanl akong with
ol tendnra. H #a ollicn Fappans 10 B closed on the D of pen- 6.
axmerian] 0 B nasl worknyg day al the sama lee and wenon
T. et bics Joo the worlk shall remain walld for acooplanca lor o paniod nof kess than 120 dogs oher tha doeed-

COrner dotadls can bo soon in tha Eidding documenis. Tha ollia Irdgng landsr shall nad ha hedd liabia ke
h tha sysiem will altomp! i notly S biddars 7.
ol anry bid updates, the Employes eall il ba Fabie for any ke mason nol meceived by the bidder. 1 & tha
hiddors" msponsibiity o vanly the wehsin tor T lntes] nlrmaten rlpssd [ tha lande 8.
2. Esgiility Criteriss- The bidders mus) hirs sucoesshdly compioled similar natwen of woik nal less than £0
% ol nsimated oot during 1ha Last fva yaars {witwil Liguidalod davages of comgeraiion)

= HIM SUCHMA AWAM JANSAMPARK «_

4. TENDER DETAILS:-
amiozt Money Leposi [ERD] o)

ii)
5.

and venue.

Sd' Execulive Enginoer,
Shintla Fural Divasicn,
H.PPW.0. Céaymi. O hioha® of

Gossrnor of Himachal Pradosh 3016/HP

The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover:-
Cover shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/Eligibility information”)
Cover shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bid”. Where contractor will quote his offer for each item.
SUMBISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS:- No need to submit original documents by the bidders in the
O/O Executive Engineer HPPWD Shillai H.P. They are advised to submit only those documents which are
required by the tender opening authority/not legible.
BID OPENDING DETAILS;-The bids shall be opened on 8-10-2020 At 12:30HRs. In the office Executive
Engineer B&R Division Shillai HP PWD Shillai. In their interest of bidders they are advised to be present
along with original documents at the time of opening of tenders. If the office happens to be closed on the
date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time

Sd/-

The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 90/120 days after the
deadline date for bid submission.
Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bids updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder.
It is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.
Executive Engineer,

HPPWD Division Shillai Distt. Sirmour HP
on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

I'EE_"i'r:iria ol 'Wark Esiimaiod EMD  [Coated | Eligibla | Vi Sr. [Name of Work Estimated | Earnest| Time |Cost of |Eligible of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PHE (HYD) DIVISION BANDIPORE
K Gt Tunter i ol No. Cost Money | Limit | Tender | class of FRESH NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
1= Form |Contractor OPEN TENDER
1 Imprireiamined & Shisly Mand eoad portion Fin As. As " — " 3 3 ) : T —— )
|:r||a|| to Mastichm under MG Shimls km, 600 [1 61 52,531 [1,61,62 537~ | 5000~ Class-B Els 1| Construction of ITI building at Kaffota in |3,80,21,784/-/4,12,750| Two | 5000/- | A Class Tortioty of sammu and Kaghri fom repeied frmalmansactireryupplis for ‘Subply of Meahanca Wooven
\ ri =l 4 Lyl Sub Tehsil Kamrau, District Sirmour (HP) Year double twisted hexagonal shaped wire mesh gabion boxes of required size Mesh type 10x12, Zn + PVC coated,
to 1VDO under smart ity Shimla (SR Muortha (SH:- Construction of building portion, pro- mesh wire dia 2.7/3.7mm (ID/OD) mechanically edged/ salvage, with partitions at every 1 mr interval for Gabions
Frostdingmapacing W malal beam crash bars o Ng po » Pl boxes as per IS 16014:2012 and MORTH (Fifth revision) 2013, Clause 2500”.
rier & ooengion ol G0 b ke B0 o 900000 viding water supply and sanitary installation Tender documents can be viewed and downloaded from www.jktenders.gov.in and only electronic online bid is
‘Iu } 5 | ﬂﬂ.ﬁl ﬂhiml.n] including construction Of septic tank, rain ;oeEz::fr:ewlrl‘?kiﬂsonno;u?\;:)v;fil;fg}:?vs.gov.ln upto last date and time of submission of tender. Sale of hard copy of ten-
water harvesting tank, site development & A. Brief details of critical dates of tender:
: oo i X . construction of approach road etc.) 1 [Tender Notice No E-15-PHE/Hyd/Bpr of 2020-2021
2 Availab€l Bid Datianant and mada iR . o aTEen lalda -
bl st o it I et s ot eatcle PHPSLEIEnEare o . Biekios s b e | | [2 | Construction of link road from Ganglol to | 2881735.00 | 50750~ | Two | 1600~ | C&D || [ [temomen S of Mol Vo, 5.5 Vil g
i ragisiar in tho wabesiio which 15 Tnes ol cost For submission of ﬁg‘;m tackdar i3 redquised 1o R Kunth km. 0/0 to 5/0(SH-Formation cutting Months Class 10x12, Zn+PVC coated, mesh wire dia 2.7/3.7mm (ID/OD)
. . . i M 1 4= 5/7 mtrs. Wide road in km. 0/0 to 5/0 and mechanically edged/salvage, with partitions at gvery 1 mtr
Drigptal Sigroatuny Certilicale (DS fram one ol the authorized Cerlifging Autharnibes (CAL “Aspinng bid- ! de 10 interval for Gabions boxes as per IS 16014:2012 and
dors wha have nol chlalnod tha usar 1D and passwond for paetidipaling in e-tandarning in HPPWD may essential soling in km. 0/0 to 3/500)(SW- MORTH (Fifth revision) 2013, Glause 2500 including all car-
bR Tha e e e vweieile: st hptencers gowin, Digilal skmatuns 15 mandaleny o partic b Formation utting 5/7 mtrs. Wide road in km. Tamtrony of JEK incudimg il s conralUnon Tartory
i e o-fondann E-Mdnr:- i141] L LA i °r] Ial signmiure Issued nom autarired Cas can to octroi and other taxes applicable for delivery of material.
s ihia Rrmea in ﬁ-l.l.i saneclar. ﬂ-w o m m; E’n ) 3 |Quantity Advertised 4mx1mx1m= 15000 Cum (3750 Nos.)
e . 2. Key Dates- 4_|Mode of i Open
1.| - Dada ol Dinding Pubdcalian A-CE- 1 H i o 5 | Advertised Cost Rs. 1,72,00,000.00
S e e LRI E 1. Date of on line Publication. - 23 -9-2020 at 10:30 HRs o TTondorFoe Re-5000.00
AT LAl L NG D el e et L) 2. Document Download Start & End Date:- 23-9-2020 at 3:00HRs, Up To 07-10-2020 at 5:00 HRs 7__|Earnest Money Deposi Rs. 345000.00
. B X L 8 |Time of 45 Days
31 Bd Subeesson St and End Data OO 1R HAS 3. Bid Submission start & End date :- 23-09-2020 at 3:00HRs, Up To 07-10-2020 at 5:00 HRs 9 |Tender Publication date and time 14.09.2020 (4.00 P.M.)
| 11- 102030 1700 HSS 4. Date of Technical Bid opening Evaluation of Technical Bid followed by opening of financial:- 1 Domond date Slars — 1soena0 ::g:gg :m
iL!. Prrysical Submissian ol EMD and Cost of Terdkar Documani 12402020 1050 HRS 08-10-2020 up to 12:30 HRs 12 | Pre-Bid Meeting (To raise observations if any) | 20.09.2020 (upto 4.00 P.M.)
- = - . ™ . P . . . i . . 13 _|Bid submission date ends 30.09.2020 (4.00 P.M.)
B Dale of Technical Bid aponing, Evaluaton al Technical 12102020 1030 HRS 3. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission:-The Bid document is available online and bid 14 | Date and time of opening technical bid 01.10.2020 (11.30 A.M.) in the office of Chief Engineer
il olloweed by Dinaning ol Eﬂ-ﬂﬂ.‘.iﬂ Bi should be submitted in online mode on website https://hptenders.gov.in. Kashmir I&FC Department Srinagar
Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bid- ' :::)ari‘seag:vg?)‘e of opening of francial b To be notified after evaluation oftechnical bid
3. Do bt der is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized certifying Authorities . .
4. TENDER DETAILS: The Tandar Documents shal be uplcaciod onling in teo covar: (CA).” Aspiring bidder who have not obtained the user ID and password https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital sig- [ [, e g s e oo e o oo o o M0 Gty i s & G
[ Cover 1z shall conian scanned coples of Al “Technical Documants’  Eligikility Infermalian”, nature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital signature issued FDR/ Bank Guarantee pledged in favour of Chief Accounts Officer Kashmir I&FC Department Srinagar.
@ Cowver 2; 2l conjain ¥ BOGFinanclal Bid™, whome conirciar wil quolo his allor for each Bom. from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender. . Q?&L:Emf:gcrmim:.ﬁﬁ'fy?fgsgﬁgisales been set forth for the procurement

&

all -

'*3" For All Advertisement Bnnlﬁ.’lng
DALZ0-665S 1213

New Delhi

. The bidder should have executed similar nature of work executed to 80% of the advertized cost during a sin-
gle year in last 3 years.

L Manufacturing experience of mechanically woven gabions of minimum 06 years internationally or in India as
per international standards.

° The bidder shall provide timeline/ delivery schedule for the supply of material within the stipulated time as per
NIT which will be monitored strictly.

. The bidder should have an annual turnover more than 75% of the advertised cost during a single year in last
3 years. The same shall be supported with a certificate from Registered Chartered Accountant.

. Bidder should not have a history of poor performance such as abandoning the works, financial failure, black-
listing, if it is observed bidder will be automatically disqualified.

° Bids should be submitted strictly in accordance with technical and commercial terms and conditions of the
tender enquiry.

. Bidder meeting the eligibility criteria specified above will be considered for evaluation and award of the con-

tract. Bidder will submit requisite supporting documents and testimonials with their bids to prove their creden-

tials and claim of meeting the eligibility criteria.

Conditional tender shall not be entertained and shall be rejected outrightly.

The bidding documents can be downloaded from http://www.jktenders.gov.in as per the critical dates commu-

nicated in the tender document.

. The bids shall be uploaded in the electronic format on the said website from the due date as mentioned. The
bids uploaded upto the due date and time shall be opened in the Office of the Chief Engineer Kashmir I&FC
Department Srinagar on the fixed date in the presence of the bidders who wish to be present. If the office
happens to be closed on the date of opening as specified, the same shall be opened on the next working day
at the same time and venue.

L] Technical bids shall be opened online on the due date.

° The date and time of opening of the financial bid shall be notified on the website which shall be conveyed to
the bidders automatically through an e-mail message to their e-mail address.

° The interested bidders shall download the bidding document from the website http://www.jktenders.gov.in.

. The bidders have to get the ‘DSC’ class Ill—(b) as per information Technology Act-2000 to participate in

online bidding process. This is required to digitally sign the bids.
. The bidder(s) shall ensure the scanned copies of the requisite documents as mentioned in the document to
be scanned on 100dpi with black and white option.
The department shall not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reason.
Al the required information for bid must be filled and submitted online.
Bidders shall not make any change in the BoQ contents or its name. The BoQ downloaded should be used
for filling the net item rate inclusive of all taxes and it should be saved with the same names as it contains.
L] Bidders are advised to use ‘My documents’ area in their user on the website to store important documents
which are used in all tenders VAT, Sales Tax Clearance Certificate etc and attach these certificates as Non-
Statutory documents while submitting their bids. Sdl-
No: PHE/Hyd/Bpr/2952-64 Dt: 12.09.2020 Executive Engineer,

DIPK-5734 PHE (Hyd) Division Bandipore.
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EX-WORLD ATHLETICS CHIEF SENT TO JAIL

The former head of world athletics’ governing body, Lamine Diack, was con-
victed in France on Wednesday of corruption in a Russian doping scandal and
sentenced to spend at least two years in jail. Diack, 87, was found guilty of accept-
ingbribes from athletes suspected of doping, to cover up test results and let
them continue competing, including in the 2012 London Olympics. ~ REUTERS

IPL 2020 SHORT STORIES

SHANE WATSON

SANDIPG
SEPTEMBER 16

“AT THE ripe old age of 39, just two old
guys doing what we love”, wrote Shane
Watson on Twitter above the footage of
him and MS Dhoni locked in a power-hit-
ting bout under inky Emirates skies. Until
five years ago, when he was still playing
international cricket, it wasn’t love that
ruled the Aussie’s heart. Fear at times, dis-
illusionment even, and an emotional state
of mind that constantly burnt away his
mental energy at the crease.

The most important change he brought
about to affect a turn-
around was to meet a

The golden age

Older, wiser and happier, the 39-year-old Australian has rediscovered himself and found fulfillment in T20 cricket

ignored his inner world, fussing too much
on the technicalities of his batting. “Was my
front shoulder closed? Was the bat face
shut? ... I never asked myself, where was
my mind in the lead-up to the shot? Where
was my mind in the lead-up to the game?
Was I burning my energy?”

He found a way out around the time the
curtain came down on his international ca-
reer. “It’s in the last four years that I know
what mental state lam chasing every single
ball. Once [ have a deeply defined best ver-
sion of me, I know what to do ... Conserve
mental energy. I never asked the right ques-
tions to Ricky [Ponting] or Matt Hayden. I
just thought you are built a certain way and
that’s what you
are.” Watson says.

mental-skills specialist
five years ago, around
the time of his interna-
tional retirement, but
IPL has also played a
significant part. He says
he has never felt so
“precious” as he had
been in his last three
years of franchise

MEN FOR ALL SEASONS

After a dozen uninterrupted
appearances at the IPL, these
regulars boast cent percent
attendance and the eternal
promise of a plucky 13th year of
reinventions. Featuring IPL’s
most prominent mainstays, an
Express countdown to India’s big
sports reopening Saturday night.

These days he
meditates a lot.
“Let the thoughts
float by like
clouds,” he saysin
a vlog. “You are
not grabbing. It’s
floating through.
Thoughts comein
and float out.”

cricket.

T20 fits Watson like
askin. No one would fault his 40s
and 50s. No one would ridicule his diminished
pace. They couldn’t have enough of him, on
his knee, thumping over midwicket or cover,
his Atlas-like shoulders pounding proudly like
the levers of a giant machine.

Asong plays in Watson’s head these days
when he is batting, Literally. And if another
thought tries to sneak in, he blocks it out by
humming a song. It’s his way to switch off
between deliveries and at the end of overs.
He found he was burning himself out in the
middle, sweating over the wrong stuff.

“I'wish I knew why we do things. A deep
dive into ‘why do I do that?"” Watson says in
his podcast T20stars. Over the years, he had

Every day, he
says, he has at
least a 20-minute medita-
tion session.
“Watch your breath. Or watch a flame.
Or a mantra.” He intones a deep rumbling
‘Om’ as an explainer.

A new beginning

IfIPL gave him love now, it had provided
self-belief and reignited his international ca-
reer 12 years back. By the time he had come
to play the first IPL in 2008, he was, in his
own words, in the “scrapbook of Australian
cricket.Iwas told by an ‘expert’ that I should
give up bowling as my body just couldn’t
take being an all-rounder”. Instead, he went
allin. Fired by a will to prove people wrong,

The IPL reignited Shane Watson’s
career 12 years back. Csk/Twitter

Watson helped Rajasthan Royals win the
tournament and stormed back into interna-
tional cricket.

In his podcast, he talks about a life-mantra
that his mother taught him. “There is always
a silver lining. There is a reason why some-
thing happens, even if we don’t understand
then,” he shares. It would be severely tested
in his career. He was selected to play the 2006-
07 Ashes series but injuries ruled him out.
Others took his place. “Ishut myself fora cou-
ple of weeks, I was locked in my apartment. I
was nowhere... I couldn’t handle it. I played
guitar, lots of Blues music. Guitar. Lots of Eric
Clapton.” He couldn’t understand the reason
before a small voice came through. “There are
little things that I needed to work on my bat-
ting. Iron out and be better than what [ was
before the injury.” There would be more such
moments where Watson would be really
tested but he would tell himself there must
be areason and there will be a silver lining.

He also absorbed life lessons from books;
he reads a lot, say his former team-mates like
Mike Hussey. Recently, he named a couple of
his favourites. Andre Agassi’s autobiography
Open and Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell.
“Fascinating and changes perspective on what
makes people successful and why. All those lit-
tle sliding door things that happen all the while
and they become an outlier,” Watson says.

One can understand the fascination. For
a long while, he had missed those sliding-
door moments until he cleared his head,
opened his heart, and rushed in for the ride
of his life.

In elite company

Watson is among the three most influ-
ential Australian cricketers to have featured
inthe IPL, alongside Shane Warne and David
Warner. Even in this group, Watson'’s trajec-
tory is different. When the IPL was con-
ceived, Warne's international career was
over. When Warner established himself, IPL
was fashionable. But Watson’s early IPL days
were different. Those were fraught times,
and Watson is the bridge between the scep-
tical past and the bristling present.

His T20 numbers are glittering — 8,522
runs at a strike rate of 138.99, the 10th high-
estrun-getter in the format. The hitting rate
is better than that of Brendon McCullum,
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma. In the top 10,
only Kieron Pollard has more wickets than
him, 71 ahead but having played 180
matches more than him.

Watson'’s impact in the last couple of
years exceeds the numbers. With a little
more luck, he would have been Man-of-the
Match in back-to-back IPL finals. Watson
knocked a futile 80 last year, while the year
before, he blew Sunrisers Hyderabad away
with an unconquered 117 off 57 balls. Not to
forget the wind he was beneath the wings of
Rajasthan Royals in the inaugural edition —
smacking 472 runs and nabbing 17 wickets.

Adecade and more in IPL, it could be said

that Watson has discovered in franchise
cricket what he didn’t in international
cricket. He found love. What Watson could
not be to Australia, he could be to Rajasthan
Royals and Chennai Super Kings. What he
could not be to Test cricket, he could be to
T20 cricket. A consistent, impactful cricketer
as any the IPL has seen. A career fulfilled,
with little residual repentance. A superstar
in every waking stride.

Different goals

It’s no longer greed for fatter pay cheques
that is leading the drive, but a sense of “en-
joyment and empowerment.” “What excites
me now is going into a really good team en-
vironment. Getting to know people I might
only have played against or never met. Some
of the younger guys I know with opportu-
nities to go elsewhere were prepared to
forgo more money or a higher profile team
because they liked what we were doing,” he
told The Australian in an interview last year.

Those acquainted with his international
career could get the drift, and could relate to
the joy he’s experiencing now and the an-
guish he had endured with the national
team in the past, where love was not as
forthcoming. Once his early promise began
to falter, he was often mocked. The catalogue
is long — from the nude calendar gig, the
frightened night in Brett Lee’s room after ap-
parently seeing a ghost in Durham (‘Scare
Dinkum Aussie’ was an inevitable headline),
the heart attack that turned out to be diar-
rhoea and the multiple injuries he sustained,
shaded out only in number by the jokes they
spawned. Worse, former coach Mickey
Arthur claimed Michael Clarke considered
Watson a “cancer on the team”.

He has now found serenity and love in
the IPL. From cancer to cynosure, from an
underachiever to a pathbreaker, from a scat-
tered sound lost in the clutter to a distinct
voice heard and loved, Watson is fulfilling
his cricketing destiny.

Woods aims to
end lacklustre
run at US Open

REUTERS
MAMARONECK, SEPTEMBER 16

TIGER WOODS hopes to snap his run of lack-
lustre performances at the U.S. Open this
week, nearly a year after his last PGA Tour vic-
tory. Woods has yet to finish in the top 10 of
any tournament since the sport returned after
being suspended due to the novel coronavirus,
while his last victory came at the Zozo
Championship last October when he equalled
Sam Snead’s record of 82 PGA Tour wins.

“This year Ireally haven't putted as well as
I wanted to, and the times I did make a few
swing mistakes, I missed it in the wrong
spots,” said Woods.

“I've compounded mistakes here and
there that ended up not making me able to
make pars or a birdie run, and consequently
[ haven’t put myself in contention to win
events.”

The 44-year-old has enjoyed one of the
more enduring careers in golf, despite four
back surgeries that had once put his future
in the sportin doubt.

Woods, who has 15 major titles - three
short of Jack Nicklaus’ all-time record, said
last month that he was looking to clean up
his game ahead of the U.S. Open - which was
pushed back from June to Sept. 17-20 due to
the COVID-19 outbreak

He told reporters on Tuesday, however,
that he was not trying any radical new ap-
proaches to putting.

“I have changed the routine and some of
the things that I've done over the years, but [
still go back to what my dad always taught
me, which is obviously putt to the picture,”
said Woods.

“Whatever I'm working on at that partic-
ular time, once I get out there and I putt, just
putt.” Woods got his first major title after an
11-year drought at the Masters last year,
showing he remains a contender on the
sport’s biggest stages.

Yet Winged Foot Golf Club will offer lit-
tle relief should the three-times U.S. Open
champion slip up and there will be plenty of
contenders ready to pounce if he does.
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