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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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TOOK PLACE AFTER CHUSHUL INCIDENT

Before Moscow pact, Indian & Chinese troops
fired 100-200 rounds on Pangong north bank

Shots fired in air near ridge of Fingers 3 & 4, says top officer;
MEA official may be part of next commander-level talks

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN

& KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

BEFORE EXTERNAL Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi
reached an agreement in
Moscow on September 10 to dial
down tensions along the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh, the
heightened tensions led to a fir-

Chinese troops on the north bank
of Pangong Tso, far more intense
than the firing of warning shots
in the Chushul sub-sector, The
Indian Express has learnt.

A top government officer,
aware of the details, said this inci-
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dent took place during the jock-
eying for dominating the Fingers
on the north bank of the lake.
According to the officer, “100 to
200 shots” were fired in the air by
bothsides on theridgeline where
Finger 3 and Finger 4 merge be-
fore moving north as one ridge.
Both India and China had is-
sued statements on the firing in-
cident in the Chushul sub-sector
on September 7 which took
place on afeature called Mukpari
Heights — officials said this was

Pullback, peace if Chin
Jaishankar-Wang pact: Govt in LS

Rajnath Singh in Lok Sabha

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
&LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

ACKNOWLEDGING THAT “we
are facing a challenge in Ladakh”
where “the violent conduct of
Chinese forces has beenin com-
plete violation of all mutually
agreed norms”, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said

a sticks to

ment between External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
China’s Foreign Minister Wang
Yi “ifimplemented sincerely and
faithfully by the Chinese side,
could lead to complete disen-
gagement and restoration of
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GOVT MAY BRIEF
OPPN ON CHINA;
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betting, narcotics, smuggling, big to small

Agusta to fodder
scam, Satyam to
Vyapam, Vadra to
Kumaraswamy,
all on Zhenhua
Data watchlist

JAY MAZOOMDAAR &
KAUNAIN SHERRIFM
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

FROM THE accused in the
AgustaWestland bribery casetoa
ring of juveniles who stole mo-
bile phones, hundreds accused of
financial crime, corruption, ter-
ror, organised crime, smuggling
of narcotics, gold and wildlife
form asignificant chunk, as many
as6,000, of the Indian individuals
monitored by Zhenhua Data, an
investigation by The Indian
Express has revealed.
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Andhra HC
gags media
on govt FIR
over land
purchase

CHINA IS
WATCHING

(Clockwise from top left)
Robert Vadra,HD
Kumaraswamy, Madhu
Koda, Ramalinga Raju

Cong moves adjournment
motion to discuss matter

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE CONGRESS on Tuesday
moved an adjournment motion
notice in the Lok Sabha over the
“surveillance” of key Indian per-
sonalities, including the
President and Prime Minister, by
afirm linked to the Chinese gov-
ernment, as reported by The
Indian Express on Monday.

The notice was moved by
Congress leader of the House
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and
MP Manickam Tagore.

Calling it “a matter of urgent
importance”, Tagore sought an
adjournment to discuss how
“China’s agencies (were) watch-
ing Indian political leaders and
over 10,000 Indians, entities
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SC stops show on
‘UPSC jihad’: Bid
to vilify Muslims
with untruths

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday
restrained Sudarshan News from
broadcasting remaining episodes
of ashow that the channel claims
“exposes” the “infiltration of
Muslims” in the civil services.
The purpose of the show was
to “vilify the Muslim community”,
the court said, and observed that
it had made arbitrary claims “in
wanton disregard of the truth”.
“At this stage, prima facie, it
does appear to the Court that the
intent, object and purpose of the
episodes which have been tele-
cast is to vilify the Muslim com-
munity. An insidious attempt
has been made to insinuate that
the community is involved in a
conspiracy to infiltrate the civil
services. Several statements in
the episodes, which have been
drawn to the attention of the
Courtare not just palpably erro-

Pak NSA displays map with J&K,
Doval leaves SCO meet in protest

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

A FACE-OFF between India and
Pakistan at a meeting of National
Security Advisors of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation (SCO) Tuesday, over amap
that showed Jammu and

Kashmir as Pakistani territory,
led to NSA Ajit Doval leaving the
engagement “in protest”.

The map wasbeing usedasa
backdrop during the virtual
meeting by Moeed Yusuf, Special
Assistant on National Security to
Pakistan PM Imran Khan.

“Atthe meeting of the National
Security Advisors(NSAs)of mem-

ber states of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO),
hosted by the Chair of the SCO
(Russia), the Pakistani NSA delib-
erately projected a fictitious map
that Pakistan has recently been
propagating,” the Ministry of
External Affairs’ official spokesper-
son Anurag Srivastava said.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

THECOURT SAID

M “Intent, object and
purpose... is to vilify the
Muslim community...
Several statements in
the episodes... are not
just palpably erroneous
but have been made in
wanton disregard of

the truth.”

M “India is a melting pot
of civilisations, cultures,
religions and languages.
Any attempt to vilify a
religious community
must be viewed with
grave disfavour by this
Court as the custodian of
constitutional values.”

neous but have been made in
wanton disregard of the truth”,
a three-judge Bench headed by
Justice DY Chandrachud said.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

New stage
@ forface-off

THE SCO, which is led by
China and Russia, does
not allow bilateral issues
tobe discussed at its
meetings. Yet, after
SAARC, it has become the
latest stage for tensions
between India and
Pakistan.
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THE ANDHRA Pradesh High Court
late Tuesday issued an unusual or-
dernottodisclose detailsofanFIR
filed by officers at the Anti-
Corruption Bureau’s Guntur Police
Station against a former state law
official and others regarding land
purchase in Amaravati.

“By way of interim relief, it is
directed that no coercive steps
shall be taken in furtherance to
(the FIR) which has been regis-
tered after filing of this writ pe-
tition against any of the accused.
The enquiry, investigation s also
stayed. Itis further directed that
the news in regard to (the FIR,
details withheld as per court or-
der) ... shall not be made public
in any electronic, print or social
media, to foist the office of a for-
mer Advocate General and also
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9 crore and has dipped heavily into its cash reserves. Every month, officials say, the zoo spends Rs 50 lakh on

average towards the animal feed alone
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KBC WINNER'’S LIFE
TOOK TURN FOR WORSE

After failing to invest
his prize money wisely,
Kumaris struggling

PARLIAMENT LIVE
UPDATES

Rajnath says border
issue unresolved, Cong
stages walkout

on Venus

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Today on the 3 Things podcast, we talk
about what has opened up possibility that
there might be life on Venus and what this
means for the future of space exploration

missions
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Rajnath in LS

peace and tranquillity in the bor-
derareas”.

Making a statement in Lok
Sabha after the government, dur-
ing a meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee, turned
down the Congress demand for
a House discussion on the mili-
tary standoff saying it is a sensi-
tive issue, Singh said: “As of now,
the Chinese side has mobilised a
large number of troops and ar-
maments along the LAC as well
as in the depth areas. There are
several friction areas in Eastern
Ladakh including Gogra, Kongka
Laand North and South Banks of
Pangong lake.”

“In response to China’s ac-
tions, our armed forces have also
made appropriate counter-de-
ployments in these areas.”

He said “in the past too, we
have had situations of prolonged
standoffs in our border areas with
China which have been resolved
peacefully. Even though the situ-
ation this year is very different,
both in terms of scale of troops
involved and the number of fric-
tion points, we do remain com-
mitted to the peaceful resolution
of the current situation. At the
same time, the House can be as-
sured that we remain prepared
to deal with all contingencies”.

“This is still an ongoing situa-
tion and obviously involves sen-
sitive operational issues.Iwould,
therefore, not be able to give
more details in public and I am
confidentabout the understand-
ing of the House in this regard.”

Singh urged the House to
“pass a resolution in support of
our armed forces”.

As he made his statement,
Congress members tried tointer-
vene to seek clarifications. But
Speaker Om Birla did not allow
interruptions. Most Opposition
members, barring the Congress,
satquietly. The Congress wanted
to know why the Prime Minister
was not speaking on the issue.

Congress MPs displayed ban-
ners and their leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury wanted to
speak, but this was not allowed.
In protest, the Congress staged a
walk-out.

On the Sino-Indian boundary
dispute, Singh said: “Both India
and China have formally agreed
that the boundary question is a
complex issue... and have com-
mitted to seeking a fair, reason-
able and acceptable solution
through dialogue and peaceful
negotiations. In the interim, the
two sides also agree that mainte-
nance of peace and tranquillity in
the border areas is an essential
basis for the further development
of bilateral relations.”

He told the House that “China
continues to beinillegal occupa-
tion of approximately 38,000 sq
km in the Union Territory of
Ladakh. Inaddition, under the so-
called Sino-Pakistan 'Boundary
Agreement' of 1963, Pakistan il-
legally ceded 5,180 sq km of
Indian territory in Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir to China.
Chinaalso claims approximately
90,000 sq km of Indian territory
inthe Eastern Sector of the India-
China boundary in Arunachal
Pradesh”.

He said “a key element of
both the 1993 and the 1996
Agreements is that the two sides
will keep their military forces in
the areas along the Line of Actual
Control toaminimum level... in
late 1990s and up to 2003, the
two sides engaged in an exercise
toclarify and confirm the LAC. But
thereafter, the Chinese side did
not show awillingness to pursue
the LACclarification exercise. Asa
result, there are some areas
where the Chinese and Indian
perceptions of LAC overlap”.

Briefing the House on the de-
velopments this year, Singh said:
“Since April, we had noticed a
build-up of troops and arma-
ments by the Chinese side in the
border areas adjacent to Eastern
Ladakh. Inearly May, the Chinese
side had taken action to hinder

the normal, traditional patrolling
pattern of our troops in the
Galwan Valley area, which re-
sulted ina faceoff. Even as this sit-
uation was being addressed by
the ground commanders as per
the provisions of our bilateral
agreements and protocol,in mid-
May the Chinese side made sev-
eral attempts to transgress the
LACinother parts of the Western
Sector. This included Kongka La,
Gogra and North Bank of
Pangong lake. These attempts
were detected early and conse-
quently responded to appropri-
ately by our armed forces.”

He said China violated the
June 6 agreement between Corps
Commanders on the disengage-
ment process and “created a vio-
lent faceoff on June 15th at
Galwan. Our brave soldiers laid
down their lives and also inflicted
costs including casualties on the
Chinese side”.

“As we want to resolve the
current situation through dia-
logue, we have maintained diplo-
matic and military engagement
with the Chinese side. In these
discussions, we have maintained
the three key principles that de-
termine our approach: (i) both
sides should strictly respect and
observe the LAC; (ii) neither side
should attempt to alter the status
quo unilaterally; and, (iii) all
agreements and understandings
between the two sides much be
fully abided by in their entirety.
The Chinese side, oniits part, took
the position that the situation
should be handled in a responsi-
ble manner and ensure peace
and tranquility as per bilateral
agreements and protocol,” he
said.

“Even as these discussions
were going on, the Chinese side
again engaged in provocative
military manoeuvres on the
night of 29th and 30th August in
an attempt to change the status
quo in the South Bank area of
Pangong lake. But yet again,
timely actions by our armed
forces along the LAC prevented
such attempts.”

‘USPC jihad’

On August 28, the court had
declined toimpose a “pre-broad-
castinterlocutory injunction” on
the show titled '‘Bindass Bol', pre-
sented by its editor-in-chief
Suresh Chavhanke.

An episode of the show was
broadcast on September 10,aday
after the central government
gave it the green light on condi-
tion that there is no “violation of
the programme code”.

On Tuesday, the Bench, also
comprising Justices Indu
Malhotra and K M Joseph, said
that there “is a change in circum-
stance” from August 28 when it
had declined to stay the
broadcast.

“The drift, tenor and content
of the episodes is to bring the
community into public hatred
and disrepute,” the court said in
its order. It pointed out that the
Programme Code stipulates that
no programme should be car-
ried which “contains attack on
religions or communities or vi-
suals or words”, or has content
that is defamatory, false, or re-
flective of “half-truths and sug-
gestive innuendos”.

“The edifice of a democratic
society committed to the rule of
law under a regime of constitu-
tional rights, values and duties is
founded on the co-existence of
communities,” the court said.
“Indiais a melting pot of civiliza-
tions, cultures, religions and lan-
guages. Any attempt tovilify are-
ligious community must be
viewed with grave disfavour by
this Courtas the custodian of con-
stitutional values. Its duty to en-
force constitutional values de-
mands nothing less”.

The court noted that the
show, which the channel had
been promoting with the hash-
tag “UPSC_Jihad”, contained fac-
tually incorrect statements re-
garding the upper age limit and

number of attempts allowed to
Muslims in exams conducted by
the Union Public Service
Commission.

The order came at the end of
an animated hearing during
which Solicitor General of India
Tushar Mehta wondered to what
extent the media be regulated,
and pointed out that there had
been shows on “Hindu terror” in
the past.

Justice Chandrachud said the
electronic media has extraordi-
narily broad access, and can be
used to target communities. “This
programme was soinsidious,” he
said. “Citizens from a particular
community who go through the
same examinations and get inter-
viewed by the same panel..,” he
observed, adding that the show
also cast aspersions on the UPSC
examination.

“How do we deal with these
issues? Can this be tolerated ina
free society?... Is this truly exer-
cise of Article 19(1)(a) (the right
to freedom of speech and expres-
sion)?”

Senior Advocate Shyam
Divan, who appeared for the
channel, said he would strongly
oppose any stay on the pro-
gramme, as it was a question of
freedom of speech. He argued
that “there is a foreign funding is-
sue” that the programme claims
to expose, and that the court
should come to any conclusion
only after seeing the entire pro-
gramme, and not a few extracts.

Justice Chandrachud said:
“Your client is doing a disservice
to the nationand is notaccepting
India is a melting point of diverse
cultures. Your client needs to ex-
ercise his freedom with caution”.

Justice Joseph underlined that
“No freedom s absolute, noteven
journalistic freedom”. He added
that Rule 6 of the Programme
Code notes that cable TV pro-
grammes cannot show anything
that targets a particular religion
or a community.

When Justice Chandrachud
said, “This is not a freedom of
speechissue. Whenyou say there
is a conspiracy by Muslims to
flood the civil services...”, Divan
responded: “We are not saying
that.”

Justice Chandrachud per-
sisted: “When you say students
of Jamia are part of a conspiracy
to infiltrate civil services, that is
not permissible. You cannot tar-
get one community and brand
them in a particular manner.”
Justice Joseph added: “That too
with factually incorrect state-
ments.”

Advocate Gautam Bhatia,
who appeared for a group of for-
mer civil servants seeking an au-
thoritative ruling on hate speech,
said: “Hate speech undermines
the idea of a free marketplace of
ideas. The targeted community is
deprived of the opportunity to re-
spond or defend.” He favoured a
restraint order given the nature
of the show's content.

Earlier in the hearing, Justice
Joseph, commenting generally on
TV shows, said: “Isee many chan-
nels mute people when they're
giving their opinion and it goes
against the anchor's views. This
is so unfair... We need debates
where others should be allowed
to speak as against the anchor
only.”

The court took a dig at the
News Broadcasters' Association,
saying: “We need to ask you if
you (NBA) exist apart from the
letterhead. What do youdo when
a parallel criminal investigation
goesoninmediaand reputations
are tarnished?”

SGMehtaargued it would be
“disastrous” for any democracy
to try to control the media. “The
right of a journalist cannot be
taken away.” Rabid things were
being said from all sides, he said -
“but the questionis, canit be reg-
ulated?”

“Your lordships must have
seen those programmes where
“Hindu terror” was highlighted.
The questions is to what extent
can courts control the publication

the first time in 45 years that
shots were fired along the LAC.

Till date, neither side has of-
ficially said anything about the
firing on the north bank which
took place after the Chushul in-
cident,and was bigger in scale.

While tensions remain on
the ground because the next
round of talks between Corps
Commanders of the two sides
is awaited, it is not of the same
levels as they were in the first
week of September, the officer
said.

movement” on both the north
and south banks of Pangong
Tso, the officer said, mention-
ing “multiple” incidents of fir-
ing in the region in the first
week of September.

There was, he said, “one
small incident” about which,
he said, “our chaps didn’t even
feel was serious enough to re-
port”. This, he said, was “the
Mukpari incident, in which a
couple of rounds were fired,
which we came to know one
day later”.

“Then on the north bank,
100-200 rounds were fired by
both sides,” the officer said.

Finger 3 and Finger 4, and from
where it starts climbing up.”
In the week after the night
of August 29-30, when Indian
troops pre-empted PLA moves
and out-manoeuvred them to
occupy certain heights along
the LAC, putting Indiain a posi-
tion of advantage, there were
continuous attempts by the

“In the first week of
September, there was a lot of

“This was near the ridge of

Chinese to “dislodge” Indian
troops from these previously
unmanned locations.

At several positions in the
Chushul sub-sector, on
Pangong Tso’s south bank, the
Indian and Chinese troops are
less than 300 metres apart.

Over the next week, India
readjusted its positions on the
north bank of the lake as well
— Chinese troops have been
sitting on the ridge of Finger 4,
which is 8 km west of Finger 8
which India says marks the
LAC.

It was during these times
that Indian and Chinese troops
fired around 100 rounds each,
in the air. In this area too,
troops from two sides are po-
sitioned less than 500 metres
from each other.

The situation, however, has
since calmed down, the officer
said. “Now things have cooled
down because of the talks be-
tween our Defence Minister
and their Defence Minister and
the Foreign Ministers. The fo-
cus has shifted towards dia-
logue,” he said.

While the earlier “aggres-
sion" and constant “intimida-
tion” by Chinese troops, he
said, had stopped, “they are still
there... Their presence is there,
itdoesn't take very long to start
up your tank and start moving
again”.

“At the moment, the intim-
idation and aggression have
stopped. The level (of discus-
sions) has gone a little higher.
Military commanders will talk
of course, we will put across

Before Moscow pact, Indian, Chinese
troops fired 100-200 rounds at Pangong

our point, they will put across
their point. But [ don’t think
their military commander will
have the mandate to agree to
anything beyond a minor con-
cession,” the officer said.

“Ultimately, it will be a top-
driven thing. That is the impor-
tance of the dialogue which we
are having at the Foreign
Minister-level and Defence
Minister-level,” he said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh met his Chinese counter-
part Wei Fenghe in Moscow on
September 4. Jaishankar met
Wang on September 10. While
the meeting of Defence
Ministers did not manage to
break the stalemate, the
Foreign Ministers issued a joint
statement to "continue their
dialogue, quickly disengage,
maintain proper distance and
ease tensions" and work to-
wards new confidence-build-
ing measures" between the
two sides given the existing
trust deficit.

The two sides have agreed
to hold another round of talks
between the Corps
Commanders though the date
is still to be decided. The offi-
cer indicated that this time, the
talks may include an official
from the Ministry of External
Affairs.

“They accepted that the
talks will be there. But the date
is not yet fixed. Once the
agendais alsoreceived, the del-
egation listis received, then we
will see if should include
somebody from Delhi, from
MEA also,” he said.

According to the officer, be-
fore India occupied the heights
along the LAC in the Chushul
sub-sector, China was in a po-
sition of advantage, and at the
discussions at the military and
diplomatic levels, “they were
trying to bargain for time” as
“at that particular stage they
were better off” and “they had
no reason to negotiate”.

“The Chinese were trying to
do similar activity on the south
bank” of the lake when Indian
forces pre-empted their move.
Now, the heights where Indian
troops are positioned “are be-
tween the two lines” of the dif-
fering perceptions of LACof the
two countries.

On current positions on the
Fingers on the north bank, the
officer said Indian soldiers
were above the Chinese de-
ployment on Finger 4.

Chines troops, he said, are
“trying to go further up” but
“we are in a slightly better po-
sition, there is a limit to how
much you can keep jockeying”
on that ridgeline, and that the
Chinese would not be able to
sustain themselves at a point
higher on the ridge than where
the Indian soldiers are.

“Logistically,” the officer
said, the Chinese will “not be
able to stay” where they want
to go, “especially in another
month” when the peaks start
getting snow. The Indian side,
he said, had a shorter connec-
tion to their base at Finger 3
than the Chinese to their base
between Finger 6 and
Finger 7.

of content,” he asked.

Justice Chandrachud said the
matter perhaps gave the occasion
tolookatwhether self-regulation
could be put forth. Journalists
must be governed by certain
principles, he said.

To Mehta's argument that
one cannot compartmentalise
electronic and print media for
regulation, Justice Chandrachud
said that even those who may not
read newspapers watched tele-
vision. “Watching TV also has an
entertainment value whereas a
newspaper has none. That's why
we want to have standards”.

Justice Joseph said the prob-
lem with electronic media was
that it was all about TRPs, thus
leading to more and more sensa-
tionalism.

Mehta pointed out that dur-
ing the lockdown, a web portal
had a show onhowitwould lead
tofood scarcity and food riotsand
migration. “I don't consider it less
serious than a threat to commu-
nal disharmony”.

The court said, “We cannot
say we won't regulate electronic
media just because we cannot
control Internet”.

Doval

“Thiswasin blatant disregard
to the advisory by the host
against it and in violation of the
norms of the meeting. After con-
sultation with the host, the Indian
side left the meetingin protest at
that juncture,” Srivastava said.
The meeting was chaired by
Russian NSA Nikolai Patrushev.

The new political map was re-
leased by the Pakistan govern-
ment on August 4, a day before
the completion of a year since
special status under Article 370
toJ&K wasrevoked. The map de-
picts J&K as part of Pakistani ter-
ritory, as well as the areas of Sir
Creek and Junagadh.

On Tuesday, sources said,
India made clear its “strong ob-
jection” to the “illegal map” even
as the Russian side “tried very
hard” to persuade Pakistan
against its use. Pakistan’s move

was also a “blatant violation of
the SCO Charter” and “against all
its established norms of safe-
guarding the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of SCO Member
States”, sources said.

According to sources,
Patrushev, Secretary of Russia's
National Security Council, con-
veyed that he was “personally
very grateful” to Doval for attend-
ing the summit.

“Russia does not support
what Pakistan has done and
hopes that Pakistan’s provocative
act will not affect India’s partici-
pation in the SCO, and definitely
not cast any shadow on
Patrushev’s warm personal rela-
tionship with the NSA,” sources
said.

Pakistan's ruling party, how-
ever, claimed that Doval’s objec-
tions to the map were “over-
ruled”. “Today, the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO)
held its online meeting of
National Security Advisors where
India’s spurious claims were re-
jected,” the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) tweeted.

“The SCO agreed to Pakistan’s
position and Dr. Moeed Yusuf
conducted the SCO meeting with
Pakistan’s new political map as
background for the discussions,”
Khan's party tweeted.

When contacted, a Russian
Embassy spokesperson in New
Delhi pointed to the statement af-
ter the meeting, which did not
mention the incident.

Tracked

Among the high-profile en-
tries logged in Zhenhua's
Overseas Key Individual
DataBase (OKIDB) are income-
taxevasion cases against 19 com-
panies founded by friends or rel-
atives of former Satyam Group
chairman Ramalinga Raju; the
fodder scam corruption scandal
where officials and suppliers con-
spired to fraudulently drain the
Jharkhand treasury; and the
Vyapam scam involving Madhya
Pradesh Professional
Examination Board.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi’s son-in-law Robert
Vadra, whose Sky Light
Hospitality Private Limited (now
LLP) is being probed by the
Enforcement Directorate; former
Karnataka Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy, who was ac-
cused of illegally denotifying a
prime plot to benefit his relatives,
and former Jharkhand Chief
Minister Madhu Koda, who was
named inared corner noticeina
money laundering case, are also
mentioned in the database.

The ambit of monitoring fi-
nancial crime extends to cases of
corruption, bribery and fraud.

Also on the list are over 500
entities restrained for various rea-
sons by market regulator
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI). The granular datain-
cludes even those arrested for ex-
changing demonetised ban-
knotes.

Explained a cybersecurity ex-
pert who has worked with mul-
tiple Indian government agen-
cies: “We are looking at a crime
map that marks the fault lines in
an open democratic system.
Much of it may seem to have no
revelatory value but OSINT
(open-source intelligence) needs
a massive data analytic frame-
work leading to a fusion centre
where the leads are filtered and
enriched with other feeds.

That explains the staggering
range of names on the list and
their voluminous records,. The
outcome can then be potentially
manipulated to meet different
ends —from asset cultivation and
interference in social functioning
to undermining or even delegit-
imising institutions.”

The crime list logs over 100
cases of terror.

These include fugitive
Dawood Ibrahim, late Tiger
Memon; members of Jamat-ul-
Mujaheedin of Bangladesh (JMB)
investigated by the NIA in the
2014 Burdwan blast case; opera-
tives of the People’s Liberation
Front of India (PLFI) held in
Chhattisgarh in 2013 in connec-

New Delhi

tion with 28 cases of kidnapping,
murder, looting, arson and extor-
tion; and militants of Democratic
Front of Bodoland (Songbijit) ar-
rested in Assam in 2015 with
firearms and ammunition.

Since the mid-1990s, Indian
intelligence and security agencies
detected multiple gun-running
rackets smuggling illegally-pro-
cured consignments of China-
made weapons to India through
the Sino-Burmese border and
thenviaNorthern Myanmar and
Bangladesh.

Significantly, OKIDB has over
40 bookmakers accused of bet-
ting and spot-fixing in the Indian
Premier League (IPL) and the
2015 Cricket World Cup. What
perhaps explains the close watch
on the IPL is the amount of
Chinese investment in the tour-
nament. Chinese mobile phone
makers Vivo acquired the title
sponsorship rights for the IPL in
2018 for Rs 2,199 crore for five
years. While ongoing border is-
sues forced Vivo to exit the deal
last month, its replacement fan-
tasy sports firm Dream 11 is part-
owned by Chinese technology
major Tencent.

The database also focuses on
other specific areas of Chinese
interest such as trafficking nar-
cotics, gold, and wildlife. Due to
its proximity to the Golden
Triangle on its southwestern
border, contraband narcotics has
always been a prime concern for
China. Traditionally, China and
India have been the world’s ma-
jor producers of opioid and
ephedrine extracted from

plants.
In recent years, the
Directorate of Revenue

Intelligence has busted multiple
China-based syndicates in-
volved in smuggling gold. China
remains a major destination for
contraband wildlife sourced
from the Indian wild.
Traditionally, red sanders (san-
dalwood), big cat derivatives,
and ivory have been in high de-
mand.

The database has granular de-

tails of hundreds of cases where
arrests were made for trafficking
drugs and gold, besides those
charged with poaching and
smuggling wildlife, across India.
These include:

* Six arrested in Mumbai in
December 2013 on suspicion of
trafficking 1.2 tonnes of ketamine
worth an estimated Rs 118 crore.

* Personal security staff of an
IPS officer during his tenure in
Chandigarh convicted in 2013 for
possessing 12 kg heroin worth Rs
60 crore.

* Customs officer charged in
connection with an attempt to
smuggle 20 kg of gold, worth ap-
proximately Rs 6 crore, into India
through Kochi airport in 2013.

* AKotdwar resident arrested
in 2012 for allegedly smuggling
67 kg of elephant tusks worth Rs
50 lakh in the black market.

The database includes illegal
organ donations that were re-
ported from hospitals in
Amritsar, Delhi, Mumbai,
Gurugram and Nalgonda.
Significantly, Chinaand Indiaare
among the most popular desti-
nations for international patients
seeking organ transplants.

Adjournment

from politics to business, judici-
ary to media, even crime-ac-
cused”.

Sources said Chowdhury had
filed his motion online, calling for
adiscussion on the “hybrid war-
fare waged against India by (the)
Chinese company”.

On Monday, the Opposition
had asked the government to
stepinand order a probeinto the
monitoring of over 10,000 peo-
ple in India by the Shenzhen-
based Zhenua Data Information
Technology Co. Ltd.

The Congress said The Indian
Express report on the “Chinese
digital surveillance” was “quite
disturbing”, and that it was im-
portant to know the extent of it,
and if there was more to it than
collating data. It said the develop-
ment had huge implications for
national security and privacy of
citizens.

TMC Lok Sabha member
Saugata Roy moved an adjourn-
ment motion on the issue on
Monday itself.

Andhra HC

“The Secretary, Home
Department, Government of AP,
Director General of Police, A.P,
shall inform through the
Information and Public Relations
Department, Govt. of A.P, to the
effect that no electronic or print
news item be published with re-
spect (details withheld as per
court order) connected events
until further orders of this Court.
Social media posts shall also not
be published and, in this regard,
the Director General of Police,
AP, and the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
Govt. of India, shall take steps to
inform the relevant social media
platforms/housesin this regard,”
the order stated.

After the FIR was lodged
Tuesday, the former law official,
represented by senior advocates
Mukul Rohatgi and Shyam Divan,
moved the High Court, alleging
that the state government was
targeting him and sought relief
from the Hon'’ble Courtincluding
agagorder. The matter was taken
up by a Bench of Chief Justice ] K
Maheshwari.

The petitioner had alleged
that the AP ACB was working
with malafide intentions against
himand that the whole issue was
being given a political colour and
amedia trial.

Appearing on behalf of the AP
government, Advocate C Mohan
Reddy submitted that the prayer
foragagorder was infructuous as
the news was already out in the
electronic media. After hearing
both parties, the Courtissued no-
tice in the matter and sought
replies from the respondents
within four weeks.
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CORONAVIRUS

IN THE CAPITAL

Total Vacant
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Daily cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests §
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20 trainee
constables
suspended
for violating
Covid norms

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

TWENTY TRAINEE police con-
stables were suspended for al-
legedly violating Covid-19
guidelines by stepping out of the
police training school (PTS) in
Jharoda Kalan without permis-
sion in the night.

"All the 20 constables have
been placed under suspension
with immediate effect and dis-
ciplinary action is pending
against them. During the first
three months of their suspen-
sion, they will draw subsistence
allowance at anamount equal to
the leave salary...in addition to
dearness allowance based on
leave salary," the order states.

According to police sources,
new rules are in place in the
campus to prevent the spread of
coronavirus.

"During the lockdown, they
had directed trainers to stay in-
side the campus for two weeks
before being given a week's time
to go outside for aweek. Usually,
the trainees are never allowed to
go outside. They are allowed a
week off on special requests,"
police sources said.

Sources said the incident
took place a couple of days
ago,when the 20 were found
missing from their rooms during
a surprise inspection at night.

"Initial enquiry has revealed
they were present during their
evening attendance, but they
were missing during night
hours when senior officers
came on surprise visit. They all
came back in the morning,"” an
officer said.

“They will deposit their kit
articles, etcimmediately,” an of-
ficer said.

Cases of possible Covid reinfection
in 2 children with cancer at Medanta

TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 15

TWO CASES of possible reinfec-
tion of coronavirus, inachild aged
three and another aged 14, both
cancer patients, have been
recorded in Gurgaon’s Medanta
hospital. The hospital said it found
IgG antibodies against the virus
inboth children when they tested
positive the second time. It has
reached out to the National
Institute of Virology for sequenc-
ing of viral strain.

A paper titled Covid-19

Reinfection in Two Children with
Cancer has been published with
the findings as a pre-print in
ResearchGate. In the first case, a
14-year-old boy tested positive
again after 71 days. He suffers
from leukaemia and had under-
gone the Covid-19 test in June first
week before chemotherapy pro-
cedure, which came positive. “He
was asymptomatic and kept un-
der isolation for two weeks. His
subsequent test after two weeks
came negative for Covid-19 and
we went ahead with chemother-
apy,” DrSatya Yadav, head of pae-
diatric cancer in Medanta, said.
The 14-year-old was slated for

another round of chemotherapy
in mid-August when a Covid-19
RT-PCR test came positive, 71
days after the first infection. “We
again stopped the chemotherapy
and kept him in two weeks of iso-
lation. Both times, the child had
no symptoms,” Yadav said.

In the second case, a three-
year-old boy with neuroblastoma
tumour in the stomach under-
went a surgery for tumour and
tested positive for Covid-19 two
weeks after the surgery in July. His
cancer treatment was put on hold
and he was kept under isolation.
Three weeks later, his swab tested
negative for SARS-CoV-2. In

August-end, 42 days after the first
infection, he was re-tested before
chemotherapy and the swab
tested positive for Covid.

Yadav said they observed two
values, RT-PCR CT values and IgG
antibodies Both children had de-
veloped IgG antibodies when
they tested positive for the virus
the second time. “Both patients
had IgG antibodies present when
they got the second infection, so
ideally they should not have got
reinfected. Immune suppression
due to chemotherapy may have
reactivated the virus but there are
noreports of the same in the liter-
ature,” the study observed.

“Inthe 14-year-old boy, the CT
values were high indicating low
viral load, but in the three-year-
old boy the CT value was low in
both infections indicating a high
viral load. Itis possible the three-
year-old was reinfected by an-
other strain,” Yadav said.

The hospital has reached out
to NIV, Pune, for a whole genome
sequencing. While several cases
of possible reinfection have been
reported by doctors in medical cir-
cles in India, there is no scientific
study to analyse whether those
have beenreinfection by mutated
strain or aninstance of viral shed-
ding from the first infection.

Survey: No antibodies in
30% of recovered patients

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

A SEROLOGICAL survey con-
ductedin the first week of August
in Delhi has found that 79 of 257
people who had recovered from
Covid-19and were part of the ex-
ercise did not have antibodies
against the virus. The findings are
in the report of the second round
of the survey carried out by the
state health department.

The report also said partici-
pants who were living or had ever
lived in a containment zone in
Delhi had a "significantly higher
sero-prevalence" than those who
had never lived in one. Around
15,000 people were tested in the
second round of the survey.Inthe
August sero-prevalence survey,

antibodies against Covid-19 were
found in 29.1 per cent of people,
Delhi Health Minister Satyendar
Jain had said late last month while
announcing its results.

Sources said blood samples of
257 people who had tested posi-
tive earlier and recovered were
also taken during the survey to
test if they had antibodies.
Experts said people who had re-
covered but did not show anti-
bodies might have contracted the
disease several months ago, at the
early stage of the novel coron-
avirus infection. So their antibod-
iesmight have disappeared, they
said. “Butin most cases, the mem-
ory cells would remember the
virus and trigger an immune re-
sponseifa person who has recov-
ered is again attacked by the
virus,” said a senior health official.

Healthcare providers ask govt to roll back
Covid bed demand, claim not consulted

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

DAYS AFTER the Delhi government's
ordertoreserve 80%ICUbedsinall 33
private hospitals, the Association of
Healthcare Providers of India (AHPI)
has requested the state government
to roll back the order, claiming it will
lead to serious repercussions for non-
Covid patients.

The association said that the order
was passed by the government with-
out consulting the private sector and
thatitwill be challenged in court, if not
rolled back. On Saturday, the Delhi
government ordered all the private
hospitals with 50 beds or more to re-
serve atleast 80 % of their total ICU bed
strength for Covid patients.

The capital meanwhile recorded
4,263 cases on Tuesday, along with 36
deaths, which was the highest num-
ber of fatalities in 60 days.

Addressing a virtual press confer-
ence onTuesday, Dr Girdhar Gyani, di-

The Delhi govt ordered all pvt hospitals with 50 beds or more toreserve
atleast 80 % of their total ICU bed strength for Covid patients. Archive

rector of AHPI, said “This is a time
when the private sector has been co-
operative by takingalead role in treat-
ing Covid-19 patients. We would have
desired that the government should
have invited the association for some
discussion. We are questioning the or-

der on the plea that this will not just
expose non-Covid patients to the risk
of Covid but also undermine the right
of other patients, who are in serious
need of surgeries/other treatments, to
access urgent healthcare.”

The sample data of ICU admissions

collected from some of the leading pri-
vate hospitals in Delhi by the AHPI,
over the last two months, shows that
non-Covid patients have required ICU
services more than Covid patients. In
one of the super specialty hospitals, of
the total number of admissions dur-
ing the months July to August, only
15% were Covid positive patients. In
another tertiary and quaternary care
hospital, those requiring admissions
in surgical ICU stood at 1,605 during
the period from June to August. The
surgeries included cardiac, gastroen-
terology, obstetrics & gynaecology,
urology, ENT/head & neck, oncology,
paediatrics, orthopaedics, transplants
and general surgeries.

Asenior official from the health de-
partment said the minister had dis-
cussed it with all the top private hos-
pitals in Delhi through a video
conference call. “This is the time when
all have to come together to fight the
disease. The private hospitals were
reached out by the Minister and all
had agreed,” said the official.
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PETITION BY JAMIA ALUM ARRESTED FOR ANTI-CAA PROTEST

an’t put someone in jail and say you
cannot meet your Iawyer HC to Tihar

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE DELHI High Court Tuesday
pulled up Tihar jail authoritiesand
asked them to substantiate their
statement that the Alumni
Association of Jamia Millia Islamia
president Shifa ur Rehman de-
clined to attend a video meeting
with hislawyer and that opportu-
nities were provided to himor his
counsel for the purpose.

“In this country, you cannot
simply pick somebody and put
him in jail and tell him that you
cannot meet even your lawyer,”
Justice Vibhu Bakhru observed.
The court was hearing a petition

by Rehman regarding the ex-
tended time period granted to
Delhi Police’s Special Cell for
probe into the UAPA case regis-
tered against him and others in
connection with the anti-CAA
protests.

One of the issues raised in the
petition is regarding the alleged
denial of grant of access to
Rehman’s lawyers despite orders
passed by a lower court in July
asking authorities to consider
the prayer for arranging a meet-
ing between Rehman and his
counsel. Advocate Amit Bhalla,
who represents Rehman, has ar-
gued that the hearings provided
before courts to him are no hear-
ings in absence of a lawyer.

Guided by facts, not
personalities: Police
chief on riots probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

INRESPONSE toa letter by retired
IPS officer Julio Ribeiro, Delhi
Police Commissioner S N
Shrivastava has written back say-
ing their probe into the Northeast
Delhiriotsis "guided by facts and
evidence, not by reputation and
personalities”.

“While we do not differenti-
ate a complainant on the basis of
caste or religion, it may be men-
tioned solely for the purpose of
clearing any doubt in the minds
of people questioning our probe,
that more than 410 FIRs were reg-
istered on the complaints of mi-
nority community. The other
community accounted for over
190 FIRs. The remaining were reg-
istered on the basis of daily diary
entries,” he wrote.

On September 12, Ribeiro, the
former Mumbai police commis-
sioner, wrote to Shrivastava, ques-
tioning the probe into the
February riots which left 53 dead.
He wrote that police were acting
against “peaceful protesters”
whileignoring senior BJP leaders
who made provocative, commu-
nal public speeches in the build-
up to the violence.

Twodays after Ribeiro's letter,
nine retired IPS officers also ques-
tioned the Delhi Police's investi-
gation in an open letter.

Shrivastava responded: "As a

Woman
accused of
defaming gods,
police say no
case made out

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE DELHI Police, in an action
taken report (ATR) filed at Saket
district court, has stated that no
criminal offence was found to
have been committed in connec-
tion with a court complaint
against a journalist accusing her
of “defaming Hindu gods and
goddesses” to cause riots.

The ATR was filed Monday be-
fore Metropolitan Magistrate
Jitendra Pratap Singh by SI
Rajendra Kumar from Govindpuri
police station. The court accepted
the ATR report and set the next
date of hearing on October 23
when Mukesh Sharma, the coun-
sel for the complainant, will ad-
dress his argument.

The complaint was filed by
‘HindulT Cell’ volunteer Ashutosh
RGuptaagainst the woman, who
runsa YouTube channel,and SHO
(Govindpuri), who he accused of
not registering an FIR.

Gupta alleged the woman, in
avideo on her You Tube channel,
alleged that the North Indian fes-
tival of Teej is "misogynist and
against women”. "Accused No.1
demeaned Hinduism to the ex-
tent that can cause riots in any
place,” the complaint read.

Police stated that the applica-
tion is liable to be dismissed:
“Enquiries were made and from
the complaint of the com-
plainant, no criminal offence was
found to have been committed."

career police officer who has held
numerous responsible positions,
you are aware of the false percep-
tions often created by interested
groups. There are several entities
who have their reasons to weave
aweb of deception and to pusha
false narrative of bias and insen-
sitivity on the part of the police. It
is best that the criminal justice
system...may be allowed work,
lest lending one’s name inadver-
tently imparts a false aura of cred-
ibility and authenticity to these
concocted and motivated stories.
Also,anybody aggrieved with the
investigation can always seek ju-
dicial remedies."

Shrivastava added, "...we in
Delhi Police are serving the oath
and the Constitution with convic-
tion, integrity and sensitivity,
without fear of any self-pro-
claimed 'true patriots' or favour
towards any class, creed or com-
munity."

Shrivastava also wrote that
Delhi Police has “arrested 1,571
personsirrespective of their caste
or religion. The arrestees are al-
most equally distributed among
both communities."

He further wrote, "You, Sir, are
known as an officer who always
stood by his convictions, irrespec-
tive of extraneous considerations.
Surely, youwould not grudge the
same independence, honesty and
courage of their convictions to the
officers of Delhi Police conduct-
ing these investigations.”

The accused was arrested in
connection with anti-CAA
protests. Archive

While jail authorities sub-
mitted that it is not that he has
been told he cannot meet his
lawyer, the court observed that
“you have frustrated every at-

tempt for the person to meet his
lawyer”, and asked the authori-
ties to bring on record all docu-
ments or material to support
their statement made in a status
report.

In the status report, the jail
authorities told the court that
Rehman was provided the facil-
ity to interact with his family
members and legal counsel 16
times between May and August
over the phone. The report
added that Rehman has made
phone calls to his family. When
the arrangements for video con-
ferencing on July 21 and August
5 were made, the authorities
said, Rehman was not well on
the first occasion and declined to

attend the meeting, adding that
there was connectivity failure on
the second occasion.

Rehman'’s counsel, in his re-
ply to the status report, submit-
ted to the court that jail author-
ities were not taking steps to
organise the video meet despite
repeated emails. Bhalla also told
the court that he was not in-
formed about the two meetings
of July 12 and August 8, adding
that it is the counsel who has to
generate the video conferencing
link and intimate jail authorities
aday inadvance. On September
11, the counsel joined a video
link sent as per prior communi-
cation but no one fromjail joined
the conference, the reply states.

Before UAPA arrest, hurried
goodbyes at Umar home

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

WHEN FORMER JNU student
leader Umar Khalid was leaving
his Zakir Nagar home on Sunday
morning to be questioned by the
Special Cell, his mother had a
hunch he may be arrested. So
she woke up his three sisters
and made them say their good-
byes, and also asked Khalid to
call his two other sisters in the
US and UK.

On Sunday evening, after a
day of questioning, Khalid was
arrested under the stringent
UAPA.

“In the US, it was the dead of
the night, but I was hoping they
would pick up and Umar would
get to speak to them. One can’t
be sure, but I had a feeling there
was a high chance he would be
arrested. We were both trying to
give each other strength. I kept
telling Umar, ‘darna nahi (don’t
be scared)’, and he kept telling
me, ‘Ammi aap ghabraiyega nahi
(Ammi, don’t worry)’,” Khalid’s
mother Sabiha Khanum (53)
told The Indian Express at her res-
idence Tuesday.

She said Delhi Police’s Special
Cell had first sent summons on
Friday, but were told Khalid is not
in town. “When we received
summons again the next day for
him to appear on Sunday, it
made me wonder what the ur-
gency was. I had a feeling then
that this could happen. As the

Umar Khalid was arrested
on Sunday

clock kept ticking, I figured out
something was wrong. We were
calling (her husband) every hour
to get updates,” said Khanum.

“I think the Delhi Police also
knows that the people they are
picking up have norole to play in
the Delhi riots but they want to
set a narrative. These arrests are
being done to break the courage
and the spirit of the anti-CAA
protests and harass anybody
who has dared to speak up
against the government. If they
feel they will succeed, they are
mistaken,” she said with a faint
smile.

Khanum said she finds Delhi
Police’s claims and news reports
of Khalid being connected to the
Popular Front of India or SDPI
“rubbish”. “There is absolutely
no truth in this. He is very clear
about his politics; we (his par-
ents) even have ideological dif-

ferences with him when he calls
himself an atheist, but we are
standing strong behind him. He
has only ever wanted to help the
disadvantaged and downtrod-
den. He’s a very soft-hearted
man,” said Khanum.

Khalid’s youngest sister was
13 years old when he was first
arrested for alleged sedition in
February 2016 over an event in
JNU. “That arrest formed the
base for me.Ibecame a lot more
politically aware. Others in my
class are not so aware. As a sister,
Idid think sometimes that Umar
bhai should not be so politically
active to be safe, but my parents
always said, ‘Hum koi galat kaam
thodi kar rahen hain (we’re not
doing anything wrong)’,” said
Sarah Fatima(17), whoisnowin
class 11.

Both Fatima and Khanum said
2016 had shaken them since they
weren’t prepared, but this arrest
was different. “This time I was sad
but not shocked. The government
is going after anyone they con-
sider anti-national. Umar bhai’s
name and the religious identity
associated with it is a big factor.
Otherwise why is there no men-
tion of Kapil Mishra anywhere in
the FIRs or chargesheet?”

Khanum said the family had
not shed a single tear since the
recent arrest. “Umar is strong
and we are being strong for him.
Our extended relatives are cry-
ing but I haven’t become emo-
tional. I'm consoling them. This
is not the time,” she said.

Facebook snubs Assembly panel,
Chadha threatens escalation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

SUMMONED BY the Delhi
Assembly committee on peace
and harmony, Facebook India of-
ficials refused to turn up, saying
they “objected to the notice” and
wanted it recalled.

The panel, meanwhile, issued
awarning to Facebook India, with
chairperson and Rajinder Nagar
MLA Raghav Chadha saying they
“shall be constrained toinvoke its
power to initiate breach of privi-
lege proceedings against
Facebook India unit” in case of a
subsequent default.

The committee had sum-
moned Facebook India’s vice-
president and managing director
Ajit Mohan. While Mohan did not
appear, Facebook’s trust and
safety director Vikram Langeh
sent a letter to Chadha: “As you
are well aware, the regulation of

EXPLAINED

Stalemate

FACEBOOK AND the
Delhi Assembly panel are
atanimpasse. While the
former believes it is an-
swerable only to the cen-
tral government, the lat-
ter is convinced
Facebook’s alleged role in
fanning the riots means it
is bound to answer to au-
thorities in Delhi as well.

intermediaries like Facebook falls
within the exclusive authority of
the Union of Indiaand in exercise
of this power to regulate ‘com-
munications’, Parliament has en-
acted the Information
Technology Act, 2000. Further,
the subject of ‘law and order’ in

the National Capital Territory of
Delhi also falls within the exclu-
sive domain of the Union of India.
Giventhattheissuesraised by the
notice involve subject matter
within the exclusive domain of
the Union of India, and that the
matters are under active consid-
eration by Parliament, we re-
spectfully object to the notice and
request that yourecallit.”

The committee called the ex-
planation “manifestly erroneous
and palpably frivolous”.

Formed on March 2, the com-
mittee is looking primarily into
the Northeast Delhi riots. Inan of-
ficial statement, it had said that it
“prima facie found Facebook
complicit in Delhi riots of
February 2020 on the premise of
incriminatory material produced
onrecord by the witnesses as well
as their scathing depositions be-
fore the Committee”.

Facebook representatives
were summoned after the com-

mittee said it had received multi-
ple complaints against the social
media giant after The Wall Street
Journal published a story on the
company’s India unit.

Facebookalsosaid inits letter
that the issue was already being
examined by the Parliament’s
Standing Committee. “... the
Parliament’s Standing Committee
onInformation Technology is ex-
amining the issues raised in your
notice as part of its enquiry into
‘Safeguarding citizens' rights’. We
gave testimony before the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee,” it said.

Chadha said: “It is manifest
from a perusal of this notice that
the proceedings before
Parliament are in no way con-
nected to the role of Facebook in
the riots/violence in the NCT of
Delhi in Feb, 2020. The
Committee considers this noth-
ing but an untenable excuse by
Facebook to defy the summons...”

Woman bashed up in busy marketplace

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, SEPTEMBER 15

AWOMAN was brutally assaulted
by her neighbour in Ghaziabad’s
KaviNagaron Saturday.Inavideo
of the incident, which went viral
online, the accused can be seen
hitting the woman, in her early
50s, multiple times even as no
eyewitness intervenes. The ac-
cused, Sunil Chaudhari, was ar-
rested by police and has been sent

tojudicial custody.

“He was arrested on Monday.
The woman was treated for in-
juries on her head. A case has
been filed for assault and intimi-
dation,” said Nagendar, SHO Kavi
Nagar.

In the video of the incident,
the accused can be seen chasing
the victim around 5 pm on
Saturday. The man corners the
womanin front of a grocery shop,
pins her to the ground, and be-
gins punching her mercilessly. In

A screengrab of the attackin
Kavi Nagar

the video, more than 15 persons
can be seen standing as the as-
sault continues.

The accused then finds a steel
chair and hits the woman. The
woman keeps lying down as an-
other woman seems to stop the
accused from assaulting her fur-
ther. In the FIR filed by Mukesh
Devi's husband, the accused
neighbour had a history of ver-
bally abusing Mukesh Devi and
her daughter. The womanis cur-
rently stable, police said.

St Stephen’s cut-offs out,
higher than last year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

IN CUT-OFFS released by St
Stephen's College Tuesday,
Economics (Hons) had the high-
est at 99.25% for Commerce stu-
dents, 0.5 percentage points
higher than last year. Humanities
and Science students would need
98.75% and 98% respectively to
apply for Economics.

Commerce students would
also need 99% to be eligible for
History, English and BA
Programme. In what could be a
signal of the overall DU cut-offs,
there hasbeenarise in the cut-off
percentage in all 11 subjects of-
fered by the college.

In the class 12 CBSE board re-
sults this year, the percentage of
those scoring above 95% had bal-
looned from 1.47% last year to
3.24% this year. DU officials had
said this could impact cut-offs.

The biggest jumpisin Sanskrit
(Hons), from 65%last year to 70%
this year for Commerce and
Science students. For Humanities
students it remains at 65%.

Among Humanities subjects,
Philosophy (Hons) has seen the
biggest jump in percentage from
97% for Humanities students last
year to 98.75% this year. BA
Programme, History and English
have seen an increase of 1%,0.5%
and 0.25 % respectively compared
to last year, for commerce stu-
dents.

The cut-off for maths has in-
creased for both Science and
Commerce students from 97.75%
and 97.5% respectively last year to
98% this year, but there has been
amarginal drop of 0.25% for stu-
dents from Humanities whowish
to opt for maths. They will now
need 96.5% in their best of four.

All Science subjects have also
seen an increase in cut-offs. The
PCM (physics, chemistry, and
maths) percentage required for
Chemistry (Hons) and Physics
(Hons) has gone up from 96.33%
and 96.66% last year, to 96.67%
and 97.66% percent this year re-
spectively.

Similarly, cut-offs for B.Sc
Programme (Computer Science)
and B.Sc Programme (Chemistry)
have gone up from 96.66% and
95% t0 97.67% and 96.33% this

The college won’t hold face-to-face interviews this yr

ARTS & COMMERCE COURSES

SUBJECT COMMERCE | HUMANITIES | SCIENCE
Economics 99.25 98.75 98
History 99 98.25 99
English 99 98.75 98.75
BAProg 99 98 99
Philosophy 98 98.75 97
Maths 98 96.5 98
Sanskrit 70 65 70
SCIENCE COURSES
o C[Ie"’is”y

> 97.66% Wl 96.67%
bo g Gy
o & 96.33% W=¥e)
IS PCM <

(Physics, Chemistry, Maths) %
*PCM or PMC (Physics, Maths and Computer Science)

year respectively.

Sinceitisareligious minority
college, St Stephen’s reserves 50%
seats for Christians and therefore
has a separate admission process.
Unlike most other DU colleges
which admit students solely on
the basis of cut-off, St Stephen’s
evaluates students on the basis of
their marks, awritten testand an
interview.

However, inlight of the Covid
pandemic, the college had de-
cided not to hold face-to-face in-
terviews this year for its under-

Rahul targets AAP
over Bhushan remark,
Sanjay Singh hits back

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

ECHOING CIVIL rights activist
Prashant Bhushan'’s comments,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
Tuesday said that the India
Against Corruption (IAC) move-
mentand Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
were propped up by the RSS-BJP
to subvert democracy and bring
down the UPA government.

Bhushan was a core member
of IAC, which was the precursor
to AAPled by Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal. In 2015, he was
expelled from the party along
with Yogendra Yadav over alleged
“anti-party activities”.

In an interview with India
Today's Rajdeep Sardesai, he said:
“In hindsight there are two things
thatdo regret. One is not seeing
that the movement wastoalarge
extent supported and propped up
by the BJP-RSS for their own polit-
ical purposes to bring down the
Congress government and get
themselves in power.”

On Tuesday, Rahul tweeted:
“Whatwas known to us has been
confirmed by afounding member
of AAP. The IAC movement & AAP
were propped up by the RSS/BJP
to subvert democracy and bring
down the UPA government.”

Senior AAP leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh said
Congress was making excuses to
hide its failures. “Till when will
you make excuses to hide your
failures? Stop crying now. The
truth is that the country has no
hopes from BJP and Congress.
Only AAPtalks about the country,
and solves their issues of schools,
hospitals, power,and water. In fu-
ture, AAP will be the country’s
choice,” he said.

This is not the first time
Bhushan has attacked AAP. He
has earlier spoken about the
party’s choice of poll candidates,
allegations of corruption and,
more recently, said the party had

New Delhi

Singh said Cong was making
excuses to hide its failures

strayed from its basic principles.

“AAP could have been an al-
ternative, if Kejriwal & Co had not
converted a party whose raison-
d-etre was alternative politics, to
a petty group of ambitious,
amoral & unprincipled nobodies.
Now it will remain a wannabe BJP
withawannabe-Modileader,” he
had tweeted in July this year.

Bhushan and Yadav did not
respond to calls or messages
seeking a comment.

AAP National Treasurer
Deepak Bajpai, who was part of
the IAC movement, hit out at
Bhushan on Twitter after
Congress general secretary
Randeep Singh Surjewala said
Bhushan had shown courage and
spoken the truth.

Bajpai said that Bhushan’s fa-
ther, Shanti Bhushan, had ap-
pealed to the people of Delhi to
vote for Kiran Bediand the BJP,and
that he was now reading the
Congress's script. He also said that
during the IAC movement,
Bhushan was a “BJP agent”.
Another senior leader said the
party top brass has chosen to
largely ignore Bhushan’s com-
mentsasitdoesn’t want toengage
inan “avoidable political slugfest”.

graduate (UG)admission process,
shifting to the online mode in-
stead. The college has also done
away with the written test com-
ponent.

Those who meet the eligibility
criteria are supposed to down-
load a form from the college web-
site and email it to the email ID
provided for each corresponding
course on the college website
along with their marksheets.

Cut-offs for the remaining DU
colleges are expected mid-
October, according to DU officials.

— BRIEFLY —

DDAto
e-auction

eventsites

New Delhi: The DDA will
e-auction 25 sites for host-
ing marriages and other
ceremonies to crackdown
on the ‘tent mafia’ which
had a monopoly over
booking of marriage ven-
ues owned by the author-
ity, said a senior official.

‘88,000
litres of oil
stolen from

transformers’

New Delhi: Around
88,000 litres of oil have
been stolen from over 120
transformers in BSES'’s ar-
eas in Delhi in the last 18
months, of which 40
cases of thefts occurred in
April this year during the
lockdown, said BSES in a
statement.

3 arrested for

killingman

New Delhi: A brother-sis-
ter duo and their friend
have been arrested for al-
legedly strangulating the
woman's boyfriend after
the victim tried to get inti-
mate with her at her resi-
dence in North Delhi’s
Wazirabad four days ago.

Entrancetest
foradmission
toJamia

New Delhi: The Executive
Council of Jamia Millia
Islamia Tuesday decided
thatadmissions for the ac-
ademicsession 2020-2021
will be held through en-
trance examinations. ENS
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IN PARLIAMENT s

Houske DIARIES

THE PANDEMIC EFFECT

M Seating arrangements spread
across chambers of Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha and their galleries seem
to have made MPs a bit relaxed. On
Tuesday, Lok Sabha MPs seated in
Rajya Sabha chamber were seen
walking to others and talking during
the session. Congress MPs Hibi Eden,
Remya Haridas and T N Pratapan
took seats in the Speaker’s gallery
while Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh spoke. The MPs, it seemed,
wanted a banner of protest they
were showing to be more visible.
After the Congress staged a walkout,
they moved to Rajya Sabha chamber.
Speaker Om Birla appeared to have
been watching. “I can see members
sitting in Rajya Sabha are not
maintaining physical distance,” he
warned. The MPs then moved away.

M The second day of Monsoon
session saw Rajya Sabha Chairman
M Venkaiah Naidu requesting MPs
to raise hands, identify themselves
and state where they are seated
before speaking . This, he said, was
necessary for officers managing live
coverage of proceedings. To ensure
distancing, some MPs of Upper
House are seated in Lok Sabha and
in Rajya Sabha galleries. Apparently,
on Monday, the staff were confused
due to the new seating arrangement
and couldn’t point the camera at
MPs on time as they were figuring
out where he or she was seated.

NO QUESTION HOUR:
MY QUESTIONS

m Why is there no FIR
registered against main
perpetrators behind the
riots in N-E Delhi?

m Why is govt targeting
people who tried to save
the Constitution by
protesting against CAA
and NRC

KUNWAR DANISHALI, BSP

RS: Puri defends
privatisation of Air
India, 6 airports

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE PRIVATISATION of Air India is inevitable
as the only other alternative for the govern-
ment s towind up the debt-ridden airline, Civil
Aviation Minister Hardeep Singh Puri told
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.

The Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020,
which was passed by the Upper House
Tuesday, seeks to impose a penalty of up toRs
1 crore for any lapses and violation of airline
rules and regulations. This Bill will also convert
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS),and the Aircraft Accidents Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) into statutory bodies. The Bill
was passed by the Lok Sabha in March.

Speaking during the debate on the Bill,
Opposition Members appreciated the Civil
Aviation Ministry’s effort to bring back Indians
stranded abroad during the lockdown.
However, many members also criticised the
government for disinvestment in Air India.

Puri reiterated that Air India is being
weighed down by a debt of Rs 60,000 crore.
“We are confident that Air India will be given
toanew owner to keep the flag flying high.”

FORCED TO SKIP SESSION
Beniwal asks
ICMR: +ve, or not?

Jaipur: Nagaur MP Hanuman Beniwal, who
was found positive for Covid-19in the test con-
ducted ahead of the Lok Sabha session but later
tested negative in Jaipur, hasdemanded anin-
quiry into the contradictory reports. The pos-
itive test meant he had to skip the session.
Heis the national convenor of the Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party and a part of the BJP-led NDA.
“TheICMR has not made it clearwhattodo
next, whether they will conduct a test again.
The Union Health Minister should make a sta-
tementabout this; I'mapart of the NDA.Idon’t
know what the policy of the ICMRis,and why
they are keeping me out,” he told The Indian
Express. “Either of these reports is correct. The
Union Health Ministry should make things
clear. he was quoted by PTlas saying. ENS

STANDOFF ALONG LAC WITH CHINA

Govt says no debate in House, may brief Oppn

‘In camera’ briefing may be held with military leadership on ground situation

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

ON A day Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
made a statement in Lok Sabha on the military
standoff with China, the government, it is
learnt, is likely to soon hold an “in camera”
meeting either with all or select Opposition
leaders about the situation along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh.

The indications came even as main oppo-
sition Congress slammed the government for
not allowing its members to ask questions to
the Defence Minister after his statement. The
Opposition staged a walkout in Lok Sabha.

Sources in the Opposition said the govern-
ment, through various channels, had signaled
to them that it would, along with the military
leadership, hold an “in camera” briefing with
them on the ground situation, and how the
armed forces are tackling it.

In the past, governments of the day had
made it a point to reach out to the Opposition
inanattempt to forge a political consensus dur-
ing such crises. In the wake of the killing of 20
Army personnel, including a Colonel-rank of-
ficer, in violent clashes in the Galwan Valley,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had reached
out to the Opposition with aview to build ado-
mestic consensus.

Modi had convened an all-party meeting
onJune 19 but the meeting created some dis-
cord after the Prime Minister, in his concluding
address, told the political leaders that neither
has anyone intruded into Indian territory nor

MPs meet amid masks and screens, in Lok Sabha on Tuesday. P11

has anyone captured any military posts. The
Congress has since criticised the government
over that statement.

Similarly, the NDA government had briefed
the Opposition in the wake of the Pulwama
terror attack last year, and during the standoff
with China in Doklam in 2017. While the all-
party meeting on Doklam on July 14,2017, was
convened by then External Affairs Minister, late
Sushma Swaraj, then Home Minister Rajnath
Singh had briefed the Opposition on February
17,2019 about the Pulwama attack.

Swaraj had also held an all-party meeting
following the Balakot air strike by the IAF on
February 26,2019. The meeting was attended
by then Finance Minister Arun Jaitley and

FUELLING CLEAN ENERGY

BJP MP Manoj Tiwari cycles to Parliament on Tuesday. Prem Nath Pandey

Home Minister Rajnath Singh.

In the UPA government, then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh had also reached
out similarly.

In the wake of tension with Pakistan along
the LoC and beheading of Lance Naik Hemraj
by Pakistani soldiers in January 2013, Singh had
spoken to then Leaders of Opposition Swaraj
and Jaitley and assured them that the Oppo-
sition would be informed about the situation.
A day later, then National Security Adviser
Shivshankar Menon had briefed both leaders.

In 1999, then PM A B Vajpayee had con-
vened two all-party meetings in the wake of
the Kargil conflict, followed by a meeting of
chief ministers.

Can’t discuss China; Covid can be

taken up with related Bills:

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE GOVERNMENT on Tuesday rejected the
Opposition’s demands to raise several con-
tentious issues, including Chinese aggression
at the LAC, saying the issue is sensitive and a
threadbare debate in Parliament would put
the lives of the soldiers there in danger.

Sources said Opposition leaders wanted to
have short-duration discussions on the ten-
sion at LAC, the pandemic situation, migrant
workers'issues and the rising unemployment
in the Business Advisory Committee (BAC)
meeting held at2 pm Tuesday. But the treasury
benches are learnt to have suggested that the
pandemic could be discussed during the de-
bate on Epidemic Diseases (Amendment) Bill
and for the economy issues, Lok Sabha will
have adebate on supplementary demands for
grants and other financial bills such as Banking
Regulation (Amendment) Bill.

Unlike on Monday, opposition parties tried
to be on the offensive on Tuesday, with many
Congress MPs giving notices on adjournment
motion. But Speaker Om Birla rejected it.

Atleast 10 notices have been given for ad-
journing the proceedings to discuss “crucial is-
sues”. Thisincludes The Indian Express’s report
on hybrid warfare by China. Congress leaders
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, K Suresh and
Manickam Tagore gave separate notices to take

LOK SABHA SUPPORTS MOVE TO DEDUCT MPs’ SALARIES

MPs want MPLADS restored, suggest
use of Central Vista funds in Covid fight

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

ON A day when the Lok Sabha unanimously
backed the government’s move to slash
salaries of MPs by 30 per cent to meet the exi-
gencies arising out of the pandemic, a united
Opposition asked the government to restore
the Members of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme (MPLADS), funding for
which has been suspended for two years.

The Opposition also suggested that the Rs
20,000-crore Central Vista project should be
cancelled to put in that money for the coun-
try’s fight against Covid pandemic.

The Lower House passed the Salary,
Allowances and Pension of Members of
Parliament (Amendment)Bill, 2020 that seeks
toreduce salaries of lawmakers by 30 per cent
for one year as part of austerity measures intro-
duced in view of Covid-19.

While extending support to the move, all
non-NDA parties demanded that the MPLADS
funds, meant for development work in con-
stituencies, be restored immediately. Some
memberseven saidit should be increased. The
Congress, DMK, NCP, YSRCP, TRS, TDP, B]D and
BSP sought restoration of the funding,

However, Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi, who replied to the debate, did
not make any commitment.

Congress MP Dean Kuriackose, who moved
a statutory resolution against the ordinance,

GOVT: NO ACTIONABLE INTEL ON DRUG NEXUS IN INDUSTRY DURING LOCKDOWN

To divert attention, film industry
being flogged on social media: Jaya

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

A DAY after BJP MP and Bhojpuri actor Ravi
Kishan said there is a drug addiction problem
in Bollywood, Samajwadi Party leader and vet-
eran actor Jaya Bachchan hit back, saying some
people are biting the hand that feeds them.

“Just because of a few people, you cannot
tarnish the whole industry...[was really embar-
rassed and ashamed that yesterday one of our
membersin the Lok Sabha, whois fromthein-
dustry, spoke against the film industry. fis thaali
mein khaate hain usi mein chhed karte hain
(they are biting the hand that feeds them),” she
said in Rajya Sabha, without naming Kishan.

Her statement came even as the Ministry
of Home Affairs, in reply to a question, told Lok
Sabha thatit did not receive any actionable in-
telligence of a nexus between drug traffickers
and the filmindustry during the lockdown to
curb the spread of Covid-19.

OnMonday, Kishanraised in Lok Sabhaal-
legations of drug use in the film industry that
surfaced during the investigation into the
death of actor Sushant Singh Rajput.

Bachchan said these allegations were be-
ing made to divert the country’s attention
from real issues such as unemployment and
the economy. “People who have made aname
in this industry have called it a gutter. I com-
pletely disagree and [ really disassociate.”

Bachchan also said the entertainment in-
dustry was being targeted on social media. “At

SP MP Jaya Bachchan in Parliament. P11

a time when the financial situation is ina de-
pressing state and employment rate at the
worst levels, in order to divert the attention of
people, we are being flogged on social media
and there is no support from the government,”
the SP member said. She added that the en-
tertainment industry in the country provides

directemployment to 5 lakh people daily and
indirect employment to 5 million people.

“Ihope the government tells these people
who have made their earning, name and fame
in this industry to stop using such language.
There are people in the entertainment indus-
try who are some of the highest taxpayers (in
the country). They are still being harassed. I
think the government must stand by the en-
tertainment industry because it always comes
forward to help the government in whatever
good work it takes up... If there is a national
calamity, they come forward, they give money
and their services,” she said.

In Lok Sabha, replying to a question on
“Nexus of Film Industry in Drug Trafficking”,
Minister of State, Home, G Kishan Reddy, said,
“Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) carries out
search, seizure, arrestand investigation contin-
uously throughout the year on the actionable
inputs developed onitsownand/or onreceipt
from other sources. During the period of Covid-
19 lockdown, no such actionable inputs were
received by NCB revealing the nexus between
people in the film industry and drug traffick-
ers.” Reddy, however, said a case had beenreg-
istered and investigations were on. “However,
acaseinthisregard has beenregistered by NCB
Mumbai Zonal unit on 28.08.2020. Till date, in
this case 10 persons have beenarrested. Drugs
such as Ganja, Hashish, Tetra Hydro Canna-
binol and Lysergic acid De-ethylamide have
been seized in the operation,” he said.

The case the minister referred tois in con-
nection with the death of Rajput.

EXPLAINED

How the MPLAD
scheme works

UNDERTHE MPLAD scheme, MPs can
recommend development pro-
grammes involving spending of Rs 5
crore every year in their respective con-
stituencies. MPs from both Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha, including nominated
ones, can do so. MPs and MLAs do not
receive any money under these
schemes. The government transfers it
directly to the respective local author-
ities. The legislators can only recom-
mend works in their constituencies
based on a set of guidelines that focus
on the creation of durable community
assets like roads, school buildings etc.

pointed out that the total collection from salary
deduction would be around Rs 50 crore, which
is nominal compared to the economic pack-
age announced by the government in view of

Speaker Om Birla in House Tuesday. Pl

up the issue.“l have received some notices on
adjournment motion. Butlam not taking them
up,” Birla said.

Congress member TN Pratapan, CPI(M)sA
M Arif, RSP's N K Premachandran, and [UML’s
Mohammad Basheer have given notices todis-
cuss Delhi Police’s chargesheet against activists
and political leaders. K Muraleedharan (Cong-
ress) wants the House to discuss the issue of
GDPdecline by suspendingall other business.

“We cannot let the House to discuss the
Chinasituationatatime whenour soldiers are
standing face to face with Chinese PLA,” a
source from treasury benches, who was part
of the BAC meeting, said. “The situationis very
tense there. If any leader wants to know about
the situation, or even about the media reports
on China watching, they can have that discus-
sions privately with the ministers concerned.”

the outbreak. DMK’s Kalanidhi Veeraswami
pointed out there were other ways to mobilise
funds. “There is a proposal that the amount of
about Rs 20,000 crore to be spent on the
Central Vista project could instead be used to
combat Covid-19,” he said.

“Even if it (the money saved out of MPs’
salary cut) means a drop in the ocean, we are
happy todo so because we want to stand with
the nation. But thisamount s just 12.5 per cent
of the money estimated for the Central Vista
Project. Who wants this project now? You can
take that money and invest in Covid hospitals
and ventilators,” NCP's Supriya Sule said.

TMC leader Sougata Ray, who moved an
amendment toincrease the salary cutto 35 per
cent, said the government should take away
the entire salary of MPs, but retain MPLADs.
“You are ready to spend Rs 20,000 crore for
Central Vista and you are taking away petty
amounts from the MP” he said. Ray also asked
the government to disclose the cost of the new
aircraft purchased for the Prime Minister.

The BJD’s Pinaki Mishra said taking away
MPLAD funds would “disempower” members
of Parliament. TDP’s Jayadev Galla suggested
that the government explore other expendi-
ture cuts. Independent MP Navneet Ravi Rana
said suspension of MPLADS funding was
“grave injustice” to the electorate.

Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
said the House was united on the issue and
suggested that there could be a resolution for
restoration of the funds.

Panic due to fake news caused
migrants to walk home: Govt

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

MIGRANTS TOOK to walking hundreds of
kilometres to their homes during the lock-
down because of fake news, the government
has told Parliament. It also said that the
global experience with Covid-19 and its
highly infectious nature led to the Centre’s
decision to clamp a nationwide lockdown on
March 24 at a notice of just four hours.

The information was given in Lok Sabha
by Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai
in response to two separate questions by
Opposition members.

When TMC member Mala Roy asked why
migrant labourers had to walk miles to reach
their homes, Rai said, “The migration of large
number of migrant workers was triggered
by panic created by fake news regarding du-
ration of lockdown, and people, especially
migrant labourers, were worried about ade-
quate supply of basic necessities like food,
drinking water, health services and shelter.”

Detailing various steps taken by the gov-
ernment, Rai said, “However, Central govern-
ment was fully conscious of this, and tookall
necessary measures to ensure that during
the period of the inevitable lockdown, no cit-
izen should be deprived of basic amenities
of food, drinking water, medical facilities etc.”

Congress MP Manish Tewari then asked
why the government had to resort to a natio-
nwide lockdown at a notice of just four hours.
Rai stated in a written reply, “Soon after the
outbreak of novel coronavirus on 7th
January, 2020, several measures like progres-
sive tightening of international travel, issu-
ing advisories for members of the public, set-
ting up quarantine facilities etc. were taken

New Delhi
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Nityanand Rai Manish Tewari

by the Central Government to contain the
spread of COVID-19.

“World Health Organization (WHO) de-
clared COVID-19 as pandemic on 11th March,
2020.Experts, keeping in view the global ex-
periences of countries which have been suc-
cessful in containing the spread of COVID-
19, unlike some others where many people
died, have recommended that effective
measures for social distancing should be
taken to contain the spread of this pan-
demic,” he said. Rai said that from March 16
to 23, most of the states governments/UTs
resorted to a partial or full lockdown based
upon their assessment of the situation.

“Covid-19 is a highly infectious disease.
Any mass movement of people would have
spread the disease very fast amongst people
in all parts of the country. Taking into con-
sideration the above facts, the global experi-
ence and the need for consistency in the ap-
proach and implementation of various
containment measures across the country, a
nationwide lockdown was announced on
24th March, 2020 to contain the spread of
COVID-19in the country,” he said.

Rai claimed that by imposing the coun-
trywide lockdown, India successfully
blunted the aggressive spread of the virus.
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UNITED BY LANGUAGE

EXCLUSION OF Punjabi from the list of official languages of
J&K came up in Lok Sabha on Monday and Tuesday. While
Congress’s Manish Tewari raised the issue on Monday, NDA
ally Shiromani Akali Dal’s Sukhbir Singh Badal raised it on
Tuesday, and added that NC leader Farooq Abdullah would
confirmit. At this, Abdullah said Punjabi was included in the
list during his tenure as J&K chief minister. Badal then compli-
mented Abdullah for his “excellent Punjabi”. The NC leader
added that Punjabi is spoken by many in J&K, and urged the
government to consider the suggestion, and also adding Pahari
and Gujari as official languages of the UT.

ships since 2014-15.

TAKING UP THE CUDGELS

ACTOR KANGANA Ranaut got support in Parliament on Tuesday.
During Zero Hour, Lok Sabha MP from Mandi, BJP's Ram
Swaroop, said the “daughter of Himachal Pradesh” has beenill-
treated by the Shiv Sena-led Maharashtra government. “Shiv
Senais nolonger a Sena of Shivaji Maharaj but of the Congress,”
he said, pointing to the demolition of Ranaut's Mumbai office
last week by the Sena-led civic body. Sharma thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah for pro-
viding security to the “brave lady” from his state.

BACKING BOOKS

IN Awritten statement placed before Rajya Sabha on Tuesday,
Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said the min-
istry had given scholarships amounting to more than Rs 4
crore to minority students from economically weaker sec-
tions, and that Rs 11,690 crore has been spent on the scholar-

Mahoba killing: Police
suspect insider’s role

MANISH SAHU
MAHOBA, SEPTEMBER 15

UP POLICE suspect the role of an
“insider” in the lethal attack on a
44-year-old businessman in
Mahoba whose killing has led to
a senior police officer being sus-
pended and named inthe FIR, The
Indian Express has learnt.

According to police sources,
investigators suspect that two
other persons were presentinside
the car in which the victim, Indra
Kant Tripathi, was found with a
bullet injury on his neck on
September 8. Tripathi succumbed
to the injury on Sunday.

“We suspect that the two oth-
ers were seated in the back, and
one of them shot the victim who
wasin thedriver's seat. There was
no sign of any scuffle or damage
inside the car,” said a senior police
officer. “We have recovered an
empty shell from inside the car,”
said IG (Chitrakoot Dham Range)
K Satya Narayan. While no arrest
has been made so far in the case,
Narayan said that statements of
18 persons have been recorded.

Police are searching for alocal
gangster, AshuBhadoria, inthe at-
tack for which the then Mahoba
SP Mani Lal Patidar is among
those booked following allega-
tions from Tripathi’s family about
the officer’s role in the incident.
Patidar had earlier been booked
inaseparate case of extortion filed
by another businessman.

Police are, meanwhile, collect-
ing details of those associated with
the victim and verifying their lo-
cation at the time of the attack.
Police have also collected Call

Detail Records of Tripathi’s phone
totrace those whowere in contact
withhimin thedaysleadingupto
the attack. “The statement of the
victim could not be recorded be-
cause of his critical health. Notices
are being sent to those booked in
the caseand those close tothe vic-
tim to get their statements
recorded,” an officer said.

However, Tripathi’s family
members claimed that police are
“trying todivert the investigation”
by focusing on those close to them.

“Instead of questioning those
named in the case, police are pick-
ing up people close to us for ques-
tioning. We suspect that they
want to give a clean chittotheac-
cused. Police have also been de-
ployed on all roads leading to our
residence. They are recording de-
tails of people visiting our house
to create fear," Tripathi’s elder
brother, Ravi Kant, said.

Police took Tripathi’s business
partners, Purushotam Soniand Bal
Kishore, for questioning on
Monday, and later released them.

In the FIR, Ravi Kant alleged
that his brother, who was running
aminingbusiness, was killed after
he refused to give money de-
manded by Patidar. Besides
Patidar, Kabrai SHO Devendra
Shukla and two local business-
men, Suresh Soni and Brahmdutt,
were named in the FIR.

Shukla has also been placed
under suspension. Suresh Soni is
Tripathi’s neighbour, and his house
was found locked on Tuesday.

Tripathi’s family demanded
Rs 50lakh as compensation from
the government and free educa-
tion for his children, Ananya (14)
and Anshuman (9), till graduation.

Haryana farmers pull out of
talks with Centre, stir to go on

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 15

HARYANA'S AGITATING farmer
outfits on Tuesday decided to
boycott talks with Union
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
after BJP’s Bhiwani-
Mahendragarh MP, Dharambir
Singh, made it clear that there
was no possibility of withdrawal
of three contentious Central or-
dinances on agriculture. The
farmer bodies, which had agreed
to talks earlier, have now an-
nounced that they will continue
their stir.

In these circumstances,
Haryana is set to witness a new
round of confrontation between
farmers and the state’s BJP-]JP
government.

MP Dharambir Singh said the
Bills related to these ordinances
are likely to be passed in
Parliament on September 16.
“This is a big country. The ordi-
nances can’t be withdrawn just
onthe demand of a group froma
state,” Dharambir Singh told The
Indian Express.

On the invitation of the MP,
the farmer groups led by
Gurnam Singh Chaduni had
gone to his Delhi residence be-
fore moving to meet Tomar.

“In the beginning of our
meeting with Dharambir Singh,
he said the ordinances won't be
withdrawn and will be passed
on Wednesday. He told us that if
we wish for some improve-
ments, then talks can be held.

J&K forms
committees to
work on local
bodies bypolls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 15

BY-ELECTIONS TO more than
12,000 vacant panchayat seats in
J&K are likely to be conducted in
October. The UT administration
on Tuesday accorded sanction to
anapex committee withaman-
date to conduct preparatory
work for by-elections to pan-
chayats and Block Development
Councils (BDCs). A notification
for the first phase of the by-elec-
tions can be expected in the first
week of October, sources said.
Besides the apex committee,
divisional committees for
Kashmir and Jammu have also
been given approval. The apex
committee, chaired by Principal
Secretary (Home) Shaleen Kabra,
and comprising DGP Dilbag
Singh, Additional DGP (CID)RR
Swain, along with with four
other members, has been tasked
with drawing a road map and
detailed schedule for conduct of
elections to vacant panchayats
and BDCs. The panel will submit
its report by September 28.
Elections to 316 blocks in
4483 panchayat halgas (includ-
ing Ladakh at the time), compris-
ing 35,029 panch constituencies,
were conducted after a gap of
seven years in
November/December 2018.
Department of Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj, Sheetal Nanda, said that be-
sides seats where no one had
contested elections in the previ-
ous election, “there have been
resignations and in some cases
deaths. So by elections will be
conducted for all such seats.”
After the erstwhile state was
split into two UTs, the number of
panchayats has been reduced
from 4,483 to 4,290, the rest be-
ing in Ladakh.

As Oppn demands minister resignation,
Pinarayi backs him: Did no wrong

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 15

WHILE OPPOSITION Congress
and BJP continued to stage
protests across Kerala, demand-
ing resignation of state Higher
Education Minister K T Jaleel af-
ter he was questioned by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)an
alleged FCRA violation case,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
on Tuesday said Jaleel has not
committed any mistake.

“The ED questioning him
need not be seen as a big issue.

KT Jaleel

Giving the Quran cannot be seen
as a mistake. But certain people
feel that (distributing Quran)isa
mistake —even [UML (a Congress
ally) feels so. If Jaleel is involved,
the Quran becomes untouchable
for [IUML,” Vijayan said.

With both BJP and [IUML en-
gaged in separate agitations, de-
manding Jaleel’s resignation,
Vijayan said, “Things are being ma-
noeuvred inaway that is not suit-

able for Kerala.... Everyone should
realise that this is Kerala,” he said.
Vijayan's reaction comes close
on the heels of Jaleel's comment
that he is ready to resign as min-
ister if [UML state president
Panakkad Sayed Hyderali Shihab
Thangal demanded so. Thangalis
also an influential Muslim com-
munity leader. But [UMLnational
general secretary P K
Kunhalikutty MP told the media
that Jaleel is facing the allegation
of smuggling under the guise of
religious texts. “His bid to bring
Thangal into the issue is part of a
strategy to divert the issue. We are
not going to fall into that trap.”

MEANWHILE, IN LUDHIANA: Farmers block NH-21 during a
protest against the Centre’s farm ordinances. Gurmeet Singh

But we boycotted the talks be-
cause when the ordinances were
not to be withdrawn, what was
the pointin talks,” said Chaduni.
The farmers are demanding
that the three agriculture Bills
should not be tabled and passed
in Parliament before final talks
with them. The farmers are also
demanding a law to ensure as-
sured Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for their crops. When
asked about their next strategy,
Chaduni said, “Now our strategy
will be do or die. We will ask the
government to accept our de-
mands or kill us. Now, the oppo-
sition should speakin Parliament.
Our dharnas at district headquar-
ters, which started today will con-
tinue till September 20, the day
when the roads will be blocked
for three hours in Haryana.”
Meanwhile, Haryana BJP
president Om Prakash Dhankar,

state Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Minister ] P Dalal, three
BJP MPs - Dharambir Singh,
Brijendra Singh and Nayab Singh
- along with some farmer lead-
ers met Tomar.

After the meeting, Dalal told
The Indian Express that Tomar has
made it clear that the system of
MSP of crops will continue even
after introduction of the new
laws. “There is no single point in
the proposed laws against the
farmers,” claimed Dalal. Blaming
the agitating farmer leaders of
having a “political agenda”, Dalal
termed their agitation as “spon-
sored by Congress.”

The minister further said a
committee headed by sub divi-
sional magistrate (SDM), which
will have farmers as members,
would be formed to resolve the
issues faced by the farmers after
introduction of new system.

TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE

.y CASES:
el 49,30,236

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC

RECOVERED: 38,59,399
DEATHS: 80,776

TESTS: 5,83,12,273 | DOUBLING RATE: 35.30**

KEY STATES SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* |  TIME**
mMaharashtra |10,77,374 17,066 | 2.22% 32.32
mAndhra 575,079 | 7956 1.83% | 3933
mTamil Nadu 5,08,511 5,752 1.15% 62.38
mUttar Pradesh | 3,17,195 5,159 223% | 3231
mDelhi 2,21,533 3,229 1.95% 36.93

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

1.64

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASE FATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.70 8.45 83,809
NOw: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

8.45

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on September 14, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

79,292

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

Arunachal CM tests Covid-positive

Guwahati: Arunachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Pema Khandu on
Tuesday said he had tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 and that he is
asymptomatic. “I had undergone
Covid test RT-PCR and have tested
positive for Covid19,” Khandu

tweeted Tuesday. He added, “lam
asymptomatic and feeling
healthy. However as per SOP and
safety of others,lam self isolating
myselfand request everyone who
came in contact with me to ad-
here to the SOP” ENS

LS: Essential
commodities
Bill cleared
amid objections
from Oppn, SAD

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

LOK SABHA on Tuesday passed
The Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill, 2020, which
seeks to replace the ordinance
promulgated onJune 5 to dereg-
ulate agriculture foodstuffs such
as cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edi-
ble oils, onion and potatoes.

Members of Opposition par-
ties opposed the Bill and moved
certain amendments, which
were negated by the House.

Moving the Bill for the con-
sideration of the House, Minister
of State for Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution
Raosaheb Patil Danve said, “This
Billis animportant step in the di-
rection of the doubling of farm-
ers’ income,” Danve said.

Supporting the Bill, BJD mem-
ber Bhartruhari Mahtab said, "1
would urge the government that
while liberalising the regulatory
environment, it has toensure that
the interest of farmers and con-
sumers are safeguarded.”

TMC member Sougata Ray
said, “This Bill is in favour of big
capitalists.” Congress member
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said
the Bill will only benefit hoarders.

SAD member Sukhbir Singh
Badal said the government
should have consulted the polit-
ical parties before promulgating
the ordinance, adding that even
his party — part of the NDA —
was not consulted.

Only 11.9% of
Ujjain population
has developed
Covid antibodies,
says sero survey

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 15

A MERE 11.9 per cent of Ujjain’s
population has developed sero-
prevalence of antibodies against
the novel coronavirus, according
todata from a sero survey report
released on Tuesday.

According to Dr Sarman
Singh, director of AIIMS-Bhopal,
where the survey was con-
ducted, even within areas which
had turned into hotspots, not
more than 16 per cent of the
population had antibodies for
the virus.

This means that around 88
per cent of Ujjain’s population
still remains susceptible to the
virus and remains far from de-
veloping herd immunity, he said.

“This is an unfortunate trend
where we are far from develop-
ing herd immunity towards the
virus. In many cases, we have
learnt that the antibodies disap-
pear which is making the plasma
therapy not as effective,” Singh
said.

Ujjain reported its first Covid-
19 case on March 25 and since
then, has had a total of 2,279 pos-
itive cases and 84 deaths.Itis the
seventh-worst affected district
in Madhya Pradesh and has close
to 450 active cases.

KHALILZAD MEETS JAISHANKAR

US: Afghan sides
must ensure
territory not used
by terror groups

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE US Special envoy on the
Afghanistan peace process,
Zalmay Khalilzad, met External
Affairs minister S Jaishankar and
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval on Tuesday and told them
that the Afghan sides "should
ensure their territory must not
be used by any terrorist group
against any other country".

This was animportant state-
ment coming from the top USin-
terlocutor, who has stitched to-
gether the reconciliation process
between the Afghan govern-
ment and the Taliban.

Sources in New Delhi said
Khalilzad had "called on the
External Affairs Minister in the
presence of NSA and Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla".

An official statement issued
by the US embassy said, "The
United States and India share the
view that the peace process must
continue until there is agreement
on a political roadmap and a
comprehensive and permanent
ceasefire. The Afghan sides
should ensure their territory
must not be used by any terrorist
group against any other country."

Khalilzad stressed "regional
and international support is crit-
ical for the success of these nego-
tiations and the implementation
of any agreement. India and the
United States will work together
in support of this objective".

The US and India expressed
similar views on the importance
of long term assistance, trade,

Subtle shift
inengaging
@ with Taliban

EXPLAINED

SIGNALLING A carefully
calibrated shift in its po-
sition on engaging with
the Taliban, India had
participated in the com-
mencement ceremony of
intra-Afghan talks be-
tween the Afghanistan
government and the
Taliban — the Intra-
Afghan Negotiations
(IAN) —in Dohaon
Saturday. US special en-
voy Khalizad appreciated
India’s participation and
briefed about the US as-
sessment of IAN and
shared the country’s per-
spective on the Afghan
peace process. The two
sides are learnt to have
discussed future steps
and possible cooperation
between India and the
USin furthering the
Afghan peace process.

and investment for consolidat-
ing a peace agreement for the
benefit of the people of
Afghanistan, the region, and be-
yond, the statement released by
the embassy said.

This was Khalilzad's fifth visit
to India since January 2019. On
May 7, he had visited India on a
similar mission.

Khalilzad had met the top
brass in Islamabad on Monday.

PM launches sewerage,
drinking water projects,
praises Nitish-Sushil team

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, SEPTEMBER 15

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Tuesday inaugurated
four sewerage treatment plant
projects, including two for Patna,
through the virtual medium
from New Delhi and said Bihar,
in coming years, will be among
states where every household
will have access to piped drink-
ing water.

“That would be a big achieve-
ment - a matter of pride for
Bihar,” he said.

Modi also inaugurated water
supply projects for Munger and
Jamalpur and laid foundation of
a riverfront development
scheme.

On Sunday, the PM had inau-
gurated two bottling plants and
LPG pipeline schemes for the
election-bound state.

In his address through video-

Actor-MPs in key roles, Ayodhya to host
grand Ramlila to be screened on TV, online

DIPANITANATH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

ON THE banks of Sarayu, less
than two km from where the
Ram temple is being con-
structed, a star-studded Ramlila
has been planned for audiences
of social media, satellite televi-
sion and YouTube between
October 17 and 25.

“No audience will be allowed
due to Covid-19 restrictions. All
episodes will be filmed at the lo-
cation, Lakshman Quila, and
broadcast like a film so that peo-
ple can watch from the safety of
their homes,” said Subhash Malik,
founder of Meri Maa Foundation,
the organiser. Malik adds that B]P
MP Parvesh Sahib Singh is the
main patron of the Ramlila.

In the Ramlila, BJP MP from
North East Delhi Manoj Tiwari
will play Angad, Gorakhpur MP
and Bhojpuri actor Ravi Kishan
will play Bharat, Vindu Dara Singh
will reprise his role from TV as
Hanuman, actor Raza Murad will

Areplica of the Ramlila set. Express

portray Ahiravan and Asrani will
appear as Narad Muni.

“One of the highlights is
Shahbaj Khan, whose powerful
voice will bring alive Ravan on
stage,” says Malik. Ritu Shivpuri
will play Kaikeyi and Rakesh
Bedi will play Vibhishan.

For the role of Ram and Sita,
Sonu Dagar and Kavita Joshi have
been selected, respectively. “I

consider it my good fortune to
play Mata Sita. It is one of the
happiest moments of my life, es-
pecially since our Ramlila will be
staged for the first time on the
same soil where the adharshila
of the Ram Mandir has been
laid,” says Joshi.

In preparation for their roles,
she and Dagar, who is a part of
Vighnaharta Ganeshon Sony TV,

New Delhi

have started eating simple food
and sleeping on the floor. “Ram
was maryada purushottam, who
lived an ordinary life.[am trying
to understand his life better,”
says Dagar.

Meri Maa Foundation,
founded in 2016, has been asso-
ciated with a number of promi-
nent Ramlilas in Delhi. Malik
says, “Casting for the Ayodhya
Ramlila was based on the expe-
rience of the actors on the
Ramlila stage in Delhi. I have
watched them and can vouch for
the power of their performance.”

Tiwari had played
Parashuram in 2019 and Angad
in 2018 ata Delhi Ramlila. Kishan
has been Parashurama,
Bhishma, Karna, Dronacharya
and Angad on the Ramlila stage.

The Ayodhya Ramlila has a
budget of Rs 4 crore, much of
which has been used to build a
stage of 90 ft x 25 ft in which a
grand durbar is flanked by a
space representing forests.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

PM Modi at the virtual
launch of the projects. bp/P

conference, Modi lauded the ef-
forts of Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and his deputy Sushil
Kumar Modi in attempting tore-
store confidence of the weakest
sections of society, “especially on
education of daughters (girl chil-
dren)and ensuring participation
of the deprived in Panchayati Raj
institutions and local bodies”.
FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Karnataka moves
to amend fiscal
Act to facilitate
borrowing of up
to 5% of GSPD

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 15

THE KARNATAKA government
has decided to amend the
Karnataka Fiscal Responsibility
Act,2002 during the forthcoming
session of the state legislature to
facilitate borrowing to the extent
5 per cent of the gross state do-
mestic produce (GSDP) to over-
come revenue shortages incurred
during the Covid-19 crisis.

The decision to modify the Act
from the earlier GSDP of 3 per cent
was taken at a Tuesday meeting
of the state cabinet headed by
Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa,
who also holds the finance port-
folio. The changes in borrowing
limits imposed on the state will
enable the state to borrow an ad-
ditional Rs 33,000 crore needed
for development work during the
current fiscal, state Law Minister ]
CMadhuswamy said.
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NIA arrests key
accused in Vizag
espionage case
from Gujarat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
VADODARA, SEPTEMBER 15

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA)onMonday nightar-
rested a key accused in the
Visakhapatanam espionage case
from Godhra town in
Panchmahals district.

The accused, a 37-year-old
cloth merchant named Imran
Giteli, is alleged to have links with
Pakistan’s spy agency ISL

An NIA statement said,
“Investigation has revealed that
Giteli was associated with
Pakistani agents under the guise
of cross-border cloth trade. As per
directions of Pakistan-based spies,
he deposited money into the bank
accounts of Indian Navy person-
nel at regular intervals in lieu of
sensitive and classified data pro-
vided by them.”

Therelease further stated that
the case, registered under sections
of the IPC, the UAPA and the
Official Secrets Act, relates to an
international espionage racket in
which Pakistan-based spies re-
cruited agentsin India for collect-
ing classified information on the
location or movements of Indian
naval ships and submarine.

Key PMO officers, state Chief Secys,
DGPs among 370-plus officials tracked

Those tracked include bureaucrats in ministries under PM, Information Commissioners, 23 Chief Secys

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

KEY BUREAUCRATS in the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO), IAS offi-
cers in infrastructure ministries,
Chief Secretaries and Directors
General of Police (DGPs) of states
mark a strong presence in the
Overseas Key Information
DataBase of Zhenhua Data, an IT
firm in Shenzhen, in China’s
Guangdong province, which
tracks about 2.5 million individ-
uals across geographies, includ-
ingatleast 10,000 Indians.
There are atleast 375 bureau-
crats, most of them servingand a
few retired, in the database.
Those tracked include at least
half-a-dozen bureaucrats in the
PMO, or in ministries directly un-
der the Prime Minister; atleast 23
Chief Secretaries; and 15 DGPs.
These are some of the findings of
an eight-week investigation by
The Indian Express into a segment
of the database made available by
ananonymous source connected
to the company, which has links

Ex-Facebook staffer
says sophisticated

network operated to
influence Delhi polls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

AFORMER Facebook data scien-
tist has claimed that she worked
toremove a “politically sophisti-
cated network of more than a
thousand actors working to in-
fluence” the Delhi Assembly
elections in February, and that
the social media firm did not
publicly disclose this network or
that it had been taken down.

Sophie Zhang, the data scien-
tist, was recently fired by
Facebook and reportedly turned
down a $64,000 severance pack-
age toavoid signing a non-dispar-
agement agreement. Her revela-
tion is part of an alleged
6600-word memo obtained and
reported by Buzzfeed, which al-
leges that Facebook “ignored” or
was “slow toacton evidence” that
fake accounts onits platform have
been “underminingelections and
political affairs around the world”.

The Buzzfeed report, quoting
Zhang’s memo, says, “Inthe three
years ['ve spent at Facebook, I've
found multiple blatant attempts
by foreign national governments
to abuse our platform on vast
scales to mislead their own citi-
zenry, and caused international
news on multiple occasions.”

Amidstexamples from across
the world, the memo allegedly
carries a mention of India, with
Zhang alleging that a “politically-
sophisticated network” was
working to influence the Delhi
Assembly elections.

“Iworked through sickness to
take down a politically-sophisti-
cated network of more than a
thousand actors working to influ-
ence the election,” she wrote in
hermemo, according to Buzzfeed.

Inresponse toadetailed ques-
tionnaire by The Indian Express
seeking details about this alleged
network, a Facebook spokesper-
son said, “We've built specialised
teams, working with leading ex-

perts, to stop bad actors from
abusing our systems, resulting in
the removal of more than 100 net-
works for coordinated inauthen-
ticbehavior... We investigate each
issue carefully, including those
that Ms Zhang raises, before we
take action or go out and make
claims publicly as a company.”
AAPlegislator Raghav Chadha
said in a statement, “Facebook,
seemingly has been shrugging off
any chance of disclosure regard-
ingitsinternal functioning despite
claiming to infuse maximum
transparency... As asserted by the
former employee of the global so-
cial media platform, it is actively
being used as a means of spread-
ing misinformation to sway pub-
licopinions, especially at the time
of national/ regional elections. The
committee had received similar
inputs while examining an inde-
pendent witness Sh. Awesh
Tiwarias he had affirmed with the
help of some cogent set of evi-
dences that Facebook India was
somehow engineering a highly
volatile and precarious situation
inDelhi which was clearly under-
taken to adversely affect the free
and fair election in the capital.
Chadha, the chairman of the
Committee of Peace and
Harmony of the Delhi Assembly,
had summoned Facebookofficials
in connecting with hearings on
the Delhiriots, but the firm did not
send its representatives, arguing
that the matter is under the do-
main of the Union government.
Asenior BJP leader said that it
is for Facebook to respond to the
revelation. “Our party has in fact
faced losses in the recent
Assembly polls and it is AAP that
gained. So maybe they would
have done something which they
or Facebook would know better.
Secondly, our senior leader had in
fact said in the past that Facebook
is biased against us and probing
theirroles.”
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

with the Chinese government.

The bureaucrats being mon-
itored cut across cadre and sen-
iority, in both state and Central
government departments, and
are largely in key departments,
including natural resources, in-
frastructure and urban develop-
ment, finance, and law and or-
der. Information commissioners
with power to summon infor-
mation from the government,
and Chief Election Officers who
oversaw funding and expendi-
ture of political parties and can-
didates during recent elections
are also targets.

Among bureaucrats working
under the PM are Amarjeet Sinha,
appointed adviser in the PMO this
year; Sumita Misra, Joint
Secretary, PM'’s Economic
Council; and Ashish Kumar,
Private Secretary to Jitendra
Singh, Minister of State in PMO.

Officers in key infrastructure
ministries include Bidyut Behari
Swiain, Special Secretary, Ministry
of Commerce, key to Regional
Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership (RCEP) negotiations,

Kangana seeks
Rs 2 cr as damages
for demolition

Mumbai: Actor Kangana Ranaut
has soughtRs 2 crore as damages
for the “illegal demolition” of her
Bandra office by the BMC last
week. Anamended plea filed by
her before the Bombay High
Courton Monday evening stated
that BMC has demolished 40 per
cent of the Pali Hill bungalow,
which was also used as an office,
including valuable properties
suchas chandeliers and rare art-
works, and sought interim relief
pending hearing to take steps to
make the property “capable of
use” after the demolition.

The court directed the BMC
torespond to the amended plea
by September 18 and posted a
hearing on September 22. ENS

Drugs case: Two
more held by NCB

Mumbai: The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) on Tuesday ar-
rested two more people in con-
nection with the drugs case in
which actor Rhea Chakraborty
and her brother Showik have
been named as accused.
OnTuesday, NCB formally ar-
rested Goa resident Chris Costa,
who was detained Friday. The
other accused arrested,
Suryadeep Malhotra - who the
agency said was Showik’s friend
- was detained on Monday in
Mumbai. Both were sent them
to NCB custody till September 17
and 18, respectively. ENS

CHINA IS
WATCHING

implementation of Foreign Trade
Policy Statement, and matters of
trade remedies, anti-dumping
duties and subsidies; Shiv Meena,
CMD, Housing & Urban
Development  Corporation
Limited (HUDCO); Rajesh
Aggarwal, Additional Secretary
and Financial Advisor, Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas; and
Dharmendra Gangwar,
Additional Secretary and
Financial Adviser, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

Other serving civil servantsin
the database include:

M Archana Varma, Additional
Secretary, Central Vigilance
Commission

B T Sreekanth, Personal

Secretary to G Kishan Reddy, MoS,
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)

B Anil Malik, Additional
Secretary (Foreigners), MHA

B D Rajkumar, CEO, Bharat
Petroleum

B Vivek Bharadwaj,
Additional Secretary (Police
Modernisation), MHA

B Nidhi Chhibber, Joint
Secretary & Acquisition Manager
(Maritime Systems), MoD

B S Aparna, Executive
Director, World Bank,
Washington DC

B Anjana Dube, Deputy
Director-General, Department of
Financial Services

Also in the database are for-
mer Gujarat DGP PP Pandey, now
discharged in the Ishrat Jahan al-
leged fake encounter case, and
former Kerala DGP Siby Mathews,
who investigated the 1994 ISRO
Spy case.

The database includes South
Kashmir DIG Atul Goel, who ar-
rested J&K DSP Davinder Singh,
suspected to have links with ISI's
Punjab Militancy Unit; Vijay
Bhushan, I-G, Uttar Pradesh, who

served as SP, Shamli, during

Muzaffarnagar riots; and
Chandra Prakash, DG (Special
Inquiries) UP.

Serving bureaucrats in the
database from states include
Temjen Toy, Chief Secretary,
Nagaland; P Ravi Kumar,
Additional Chief Secretary to
Karnataka CM B S Yediyurappa;
Awanish Kumar Awasthi,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home), UP, and the state’s rep-
resentative in Ram
Janmabhoomi Tirtha Kshetra
Trust; S Siddharth, Principal
Secretary (Finance), Bihar, and
former Secretary to CM Nitish
Kumar.

Among former officers are
Sumantha Chaudhuri, former
Coal Secretary; Yudhvir Malik,
former Chairman, NHAI; former
CBEC member and finance ex-
pert with the UN Security
Council Lipika Roy Choudhury;
and Surjit Chaudhary, former
Secretary, Chemical and
Petrochemicals.

TOMORROW: Diplomats,
media & thought leaders

Soldier killed, officer among 2
injured in Pak firing along LoC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 15

AN ARMY jawan was killed and
two others, including an officer,
were injured on Tuesday after
Pakistani troops fired with small
arms and shelled mortars along
the LoCin Jammu and Kashmir’s
Rajouri district, officials said.
The Indian Army launched a
befitting retaliation to the viola-
tion, they said. “Pakistan initi-
ated the unprovoked ceasefire
violation by firing with small
arms and intense shelling with

mortars. Some injuries have
been reported (on our side),” a
defence spokesperson said
based on preliminary informa-
tion. However, official sources
said three army personnel, in-
cluding an officer, were injured
in the incident and later one of
the soldiers succumbed to the
injuries. The officer, along with
another soldier, is undergoing
treatment at the military hospi-
tal, the sources said.

The Pakistani army has also
suffered casualties in the retalia-
tory action but details are
awaited, the sources said.

SC grants former Punjab DGP
interim protection from arrest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday
gave interim protection fromar-
rest to former Punjab Director
General of Police (DGP) Sumedh
Singh Sainiin connection witha
1991 case of kidnapping and
murder.

A bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, R Subhash Reddy and
M R Shah asked the Punjab gov-
ernment to fileitsreply to Saini’s
pleafor anticipatory bail in three

Sumedh
Singh Saini

weeks time and gave one week
to Saini to respond to what the
state says.

Directing that the matter be
listed after four weeks, the court
said “petitioner shall not be ar-
rested in connection with FIR
No.007...” The case relates to the
disappearance of a junior engi-
neer Balwant Singh Multani.

No. HRIDC/OM-10/2020

Haryana Rail Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.

(Joint Venture of Ministry of Railway and Government of Haryana)
SCO No. 17-18-19, 3rd Floor, Sector-17A, Chandigarh, Ph. 0172-2715644

Dated 14.09.2020

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

Walk-in-interview for engaging the services of Senior Executive (Civil,
Human Resource) & Executive Assistant on contract basis for one year

in HRIDC.
Designation | Posts | Qualification Place of Posting
Sr. Executive | 01 B. Tech/B.E. (Civil Engineering) from a | Gurugram
(Civil) recognized University with minimum

60% marks.

Regular M. Tech from a recognized

University in the relevant field (i.e.

Structural Engineering/ Soil

Mechanics) with minimum 60%

marks.
Sr. Executive | 01 Graduate from a recognized | Chandigarh
(HR) University in any field with minimum

55% marks.

Regular MBA in Human Resource

Management/ Personnel

Management from a recognized

University with minimum 55% marks.
Executive 01 Graduate from a recognized | Gurugram
Assistant University in any field with minimum

55% marks.

Interview schedule:-

Plot No. 143, 5th Floor, Rail Tel Tower,
Sector-44, Gurugram on 30.09.2020
@ 11.00 AM

career.hridc@gmail.com

82792/HRY

For Sr Executive (Civil) and Executive Asst.

For Sr. Executive (HR)
SCO NO. 17-18-19, 3rd
Floor, Sector-17A,
Chandigarh on 05.10.2020
@ 11.00 AM.

For further details of Educational qualification, experience, age and other
terms & conditions etc. please visit our website www.hridc.co.in/ e-mail:

DGM/HR/HRIDC

y
N7

Particulars

(A Government of India Undertaking)

www.nationalfertilizers.com | CIN-L74899DL1974G0I007417

Quarter ended

30.06.2020 | 31.03.2020 | 30.06.2019 | 31.03.2020 | 30.06.2020 | 31.03.2020 | 30.06.2019 | 31.03.2020

(Unaudited)| (Audited)

STANDALONE

(Unaudited)

Year ended

(Audited)

EXTRACT FROM THE UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS (STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED) FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 30™ JUNE 2020

CONSOLIDATED

Quarter ended Year ended

(Unaudited) | (Audited)

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

Regd. Office: SCOPE Complex, Core-lll, 7-Institutional Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003

(X in Lakhs)

(Unaudited) | (Audited)

1 | Total Income from operations 283790 304006 260982 1319186 283790 304006 260982 1319186
2 | Net Profit/ (Loss) from operations 15150 6504 (9676) 13614 14958 5574 (9681) 12609
before exceptional items and tax
3 | Net Profit/ (Loss) before tax after 15150 (32381) (9676) (25271) 14958 (33311) (9681) (26276)
exceptional items
Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after tax 11023 (23935) (6402) (17101) 10831 (24865) (6407) (18106)
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the 10954 (26205) (6478) (19631) 10762 (27135) (6483) (20636)
period (Comprising Profit/ (Loss) and
Other Comprehensive Income for the
period
6 | Equity Share Capital 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058
7 | Reserves (excluding Revaluation - - - 143036 - - - 141166
Reserve) as shown in the Audited
Balance Sheet of the previous year
8 | Earning Per Share (of X 10/- each)*
(a) Basic 2.25 (4.88) (1.30) (3.49) 2.21 (5.07) (1.31) (3.69)
(b) Diluted 2.25 (4.88) (1.30) (3.49) 2.21 (5.07) (1.31) (3.69)
* Not annualised in case of quarterly figures

Place : Noida

Dated: September 15, 2020

NFL : FARMER'S FRIEND, NATION'S PRIDE

30.09.2020.

82807/HRY

ANNEXURE-I
PUBLIC NOTICE
URBAN LOCAL BODIES DEPARTMENT, HARYANA

Urban Local Bodies Department, Haryana has pre-
pared a draft policy for Construction and Demolition
Waste Management. The draft Policy is available on the
website of Urban Local Bodies Department www.ulb-
haryana.gov.in. The valuable suggestions/comments from
the Public on the draft policy are invited and appropriate
suggestions will be considered. Hence, any one having
any suggestion/comment on the draft policy, may please
submit it in writing on email xenvidulb @ gmail.com before

Sd/-
Director General,

Urban Local Bodies, Haryana

Panchkula.

ODISHA JOINT ENTRANCE EXAMINATION - 2020

(OJEE-2020)

No:-260 /OJEE 2020

OJEE websites
www.odishajee.com).

Date:15-09-2020

NOTICE REGARDING WEB COUNSELLING
FOR B.TECH. / B.ARCH. / INT. M.SC.
PROGRAMMES
OJEE Web-based Counselling process for B.Tech. /
B.Arch. / Int. M.Sc. will start tentatively in the 1% week of
October, 2020. Hence, all students having JEE (MAIN)
All India Rank (CRL) and interested to take partin OJEE
counselling for admission to B.Tech./B.Arch./Int. M.Sc.
courses in any Government or Private colleges of
Odisha are to follow the OJEE Counselling process.
They can get detailed information regarding counselling
schedule, process and seat matrix etc. that will be made
available, before commencement of counselling, in
(www.ojee.nic.in/

At present, information such as seat matrix, opening and
closing ranks of admission pertaining to last year (2019-
20) are available in OJEE website for reference purpose.
Further, candidates are advised to obtain and keep
ready with them, all necessary documents required like
resident/nativity certificate, caste certificate, Income
certificate for TFW claim etc. from appropriate authority
well in advance to avoid last date rush.

Sd/-
CHAIRMAN, OJEE, ODISHA

Note: The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/Yearly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing
and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations 2015. The full format of the Quarterly/Yearly Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchanges websites,
www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com and website of the Company www.nationalfertilizers.com.

For and on behalf of Board of Directors

Chairman & Managing Director

Sd/-
(Virendra Nath Datt)

DIN : 07823778

OSBI

State Bank of India

STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH
2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna- 800001
Ph. No. (Office): 0612-2219043, 2219385, Fax: 0612-2219385, E-mail: sbi.05176@sbi.co.in

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

SALE OF IMMOVABLE ASSETS CHARGED TO THE BANK UNDER THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL

ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002.

The undersigned as Authorized Officer of State Bank of India has taken over symbolic possession of the following property/ies u/s 13(4) of the
SARFAESI Act. Public at large is informed that e-Auction (under SARFAESI Act, 2002) of the charged property/ies in the below mentioned cases for
realisation of Bank's dues will be held on "As is where is, As is what is and Whatever there is" Basis. The Auction will schedule on 17.10.2020.
The other details of the Auction are as under:-

(Director & Guarantor)

2. Sri Bipin Bihari Sharma
(Director & Guarantor)

3. Smt. Nutan Sinha
(Director & Guarantor)

4. Sri Dhananjay Kumar
(Director & Guarantor) S/o
Sri Ramprapanna Sharma
5. Sri Arun Kumar Singh
(Guarantor)

17.03.2018 and
expenses, cost,
charges etc.

Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. having Super Area
1540 Sq.Ft. (144.0 Sq. mtrs.). The Sale Deed
for Superstructure of Residential Unit and Sub-
Lease Deed for land is made and executed
at Noida on 05.03.2011 between New Okhla
Industrial Development Authority, Dist.-Gautam
Budh Nagar, Utter Pradesh AND |.A. & A.S
Officer Sahkari Awas Samiti Ltd. through its
Authorised Signatory Sh. S. Lakshminarayan,
S/o Sh. N. Subramaniam AND Sh. Arun Kumar
Singh (Owner), S/o Late Sh. S.B.P. Sinha vide
Deed No.2158 dated 05.03.2011.

SI.| Name of Borrower(s) Amount of Description of the property Name of Date of | Reserve Price
No. Demand (as Mortgagor/ | Demand | below which
per SARFAESI Guarantor notice | the property
notice) under |Will not be sold
SARFAESI EMD
act Bid Increment
Amount
1. |M/s Shashi Bhushan Agro |32,70,72,110.53 [Immovable Property: Residential Flat No.A-|Arun Kumar |17.05.2018 %68,00,000/-
Private Limited _alongwith 141, 4th Floor, Yarrows Apartments situated Singh %6,80,000/-
1. Sri Abhishek Kumar interestffom |+ piot No.C-58/5, Sector-62, Noida, Dist.- 210,000/

= Date & Time of e-auction: 17.10.2020; Time: 120 Minutes. From 11:00 A.M. to 01:00 P.M. with unlimited extension of 05 Minutes.
= Date and time for submission of request letter of participation/KYC Documents/Proof of EMD etc.: On or before 15.10.2020 till 04:00 PM.
= E-Auction is being held on "As is where is, As is what is and Whatever there is" Basis and will be conducted "On Line". The E-auction will be
conducted through the Bank's approved service provider M/s e-Procurement Technology Ltd. at the web portal (http://sbi.auctiontiger.net).
E-Auction Tender Documents containing online e-auction bid form, Declaration, General Terms and Conditions of online auction sale are
available in http://sbi.auctiontiger.net.
= To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorised Officer, there is no encumbrance on the property/ies. However, the intending bidders
should make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances, title of property/ies put on auction and claims/rights/dues/affecting
the property, prior to submitting their bid. The e-Auction advertisement does not constitute and will not be deemed to constitute any commitment
or any representation of the bank. The property is being sold with all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unknown to the
bank. The Authorised Officer/Secured Creditor shall not be responsible in any way for any third party claims/rights/dues. The sale shall be subject
to rules/conditions prescribed under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest act, 2002.
This publication is also a 30 days notice to all the borrower/guarantors require under Rule 8(6) of Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002.
NB: 30 days Sale Notice to Borrower/Guarantors has already been sent by Regd. Post at their last known address. In case they do not receive
the said notice then this E-auction sale Notice may be treated as substituted mode of service. The other terms and conditions of the e-Auction are
published in the following websites. 1. http://sbi.auctiontiger.net 2. http://www.sbi.co.in
Contact Person: Mob.: 7633996748

Date : 16.09.2020
Place : Patna

AUTHORISED OFFICER
STATE BANK OF INDIA, SARB, PATNA

New Delhi
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WORDLY WISE
‘WE HAVE TO BE VIGILANT AGAINST PROTECTIONISM
AND BE CONSTANTLY MAKING THE ARGUMENT
FOR FREE TRADE. —ANDREW SCHEER

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By @»

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

(QUESTION & ANSWER

PM s right, Parliament has a special responsibility — but that
responsibility is not just what the PM says it is

EFORE THE START of the truncated Monsoon session of Parliament, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi said “this Parliament, particularly this session, has a

special responsibility”. The PM is absolutely right, this Parliament does have a

greater task — but that task and responsibility is not just what the PM says it is,
“... to send out a unanimous message that the entire country stands behind its armed
forces... with one voice”. It goes beyond that. Even as Parliament closes ranks behind the
armed forces on the front, fighting to protect India’s territorial integrity, the House must
openits doors wider to debate and discussion on important issues that confront this coun-
try, including the face-off with China, and to questions that seek to hold the government to
account. In fact, it could even be said that the special task of this session of Parliament, held
amid hostilities on the border and a public health emergency;, is to ensure that spaces for dis-
agreement and diversity and difference, and for the thrust and parry of politics, are not
cramped and constricted by the invocation of the figure of the soldier and the accompany-
ing calls for submission and silence, or by demands of undue deference to the pandemic. In
acrisis, especially in a crisis, it is essential for Parliament to talk things out loudly and freely.

On Day 2 of the session, Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh made a statement in
Parliament on the situation in Ladakh. He applauded the armed forces for their patience
and resolve, their courage and valour, and said that India is prepared to deal with all contin-
gencies. But there is much more to be asked and answered, and the issue’s sensitivity must
not become a cloak or a pretext to ward off questions. The people’s representatives owe it
to the people to seek information, and to deepen deliberation on a consequential matter.
Indeed, there is an important tradition of all-party meetings where the government ad-
dresses the Opposition’s questions, especially on issues of diplomacy and national security.
Even apart from China, there are discussions that must not be delayed on the economy,
which was already slowing down and is now weighed down by a record contraction, a surg-
ing viral load and destruction of demand. The absence of safety nets for migrants, who fled
back home because they lost their livelihoods in the lockdown, and who are slowly mak-
ing their way back to the cities again, needs to be addressed by Parliament, as also the con-
tinuing spread of the pandemic and the need for aresponse to it.

These are not happy times for legislatures in general. The world over, the outbreak of
COVID-19is strengthening executive power and weakening countervailing institutions and
checks and balances. In a time like this, more so when Question Hour has also fallen victim
to the virus, Parliament needs to safeguard its argumentative and deliberative spaces against
allefforts to curb or still them, in the name of patriotism or the pandemic. Through the mask
and across the distance, the Opposition has to make itself heard — and has to be heard.

WRONG WAY OUT

Government must, to ensure credibility of its recent
agricultural reform measures, rescind onion export ban

ETAIL PRICES OF onions have crossed Rs 40 per kg in Delhi, more than doubling

inthe last one month. The Narendra Modi government has responded straight-

away by banning exports. The quantities involved aren't small. In 2019-20, India

xported 11.50 lakh tonnes (1t) of the bulb, which fetched Rs 2,320.70 crore.

These numbers stood even higher, at 21.84 It and Rs 3,468.87 crore in the preceding fiscal. In

previous episodes of price increase, the government used to not hit the brakes immediately.

It would initially impose a minimum export price below which shipments weren't allowed

and then raise this gradually in order to discourage any sales outside the country. An out-
right ban would typically come as a last resort, when domestic prices continued to rise.

This time, any semblance of gradualism has been dispensed with. The trigger seems to
be the latest data on consumer price index inflation for August, which, at 6.69 per cent, was
above the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) upper target limit of 6 per cent. Moreover, retail prices
of food, which are adisproportionate 45.86 per cent in the overall index, are up 9.05 per cent.
Sticky food prices, compounded by uncertainty over the extent of damage to the standing
Kkharif crop from excessive August rains, have complicated the RBI's task of further cutting in-
terest rates to revive the economy that is in contraction mode. And in this case, it's the entire
“POT” (potato, onion, tomato) complex that is on the boil. Potatoes and tomatoes, too, are
now retailing at over Rs 35 and Rs 50 per kg, respectively. That, of course, has a huge bearing
oninflation expectations of households.

The current export ban comes, ironically, even as the Narendra Modi government is set
to pass major reform laws for removing all movement and stockholding restrictions on farm
produce. Onion growers have reasons to feel aggrieved about the government intervening
only on behalf of consumers: The same bulb that is wholesaling today at Rs 28-30/kg in
Maharashtra's Lasalgaon market was trading at Rs 6.50-7 just over amonth ago. The govern-
ment must, to ensure the credibility of its recent agricultural reform measures, rescind the
export ban. Farming is a tough job with inherent weather and price-related uncertainties.
Building export markets takes time and entrepreneurial effort. The government, if it wants
to help consumers, should build a buffer stock of all essential foodstuffs. The time has come
to stop forcing producers to bear the burden of inflation targeting.

VITAL SIGN

Extraterrestrial life could be much nearer than anticipated —on
Venus, which has the most hostile surface in the solar system

ENUS IS HOT. Its surface is so hot that lead melts, and space probes land-

ing on it must click pictures quickly and transmit them home before the

works seize up. And yet, the planet’s atmosphere bears the signature of

life. A paper in ‘Nature Astronomy’ — which is preliminary because the
pandemic interrupted research — has found phosphine in the atmosphere, one of the
byproducts of anaerobic respiration.

This is not the same as saying that Venus has life, because phosphine is produced
by several natural processes, including volcanic activity, and the volcanoes of Venus
contribute a little something to the greenhouse effect which keeps the planet hot.
Besides, it is surmised that Venus once had a comparatively mild aspect - not quite a
land overflowing with milk and honey, but one on whose surface water could have re-
mained liquid, and supportive of life. Since the decay time of phosphine is unknown,
what has been found could be the signature of life that is long-dead. On the other
hand, it exists in such abundance that physical processes cannot explain it, and the best
bet would be airborne microbes, flying high in the clouds rich in sulphuric acid and
carbonic acid above the hot surface.

The mystery can be set to rest only by probes flying in the atmosphere, and Nasa is be-
ing castigated for going gaga over Mars and neglecting Venus for decades. The USSR,
which diligently sent out Venera probes to compensate, cannot do so any more for exis-
tential reasons. But interestingly, India already has a presence on Venus. One of the promi-
nent features of the planet is Lakshmi Planum, a plateau of smooth lava flows, named for
our goddess of wealth. But it was named thus only because the Greek and Roman pan-
theons were exhausted. Whoever said the universe was fair?
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is on hold

Strengthening competition in telecom s key to
realising India’s digital ambitions

RAJAT KATHURIA AND ISHA SURI

THERE WAS A time in India’s vaunted tele-
com sector when the number of unique
service providers in lucrative geographical
locations such as Delhi, Mumbai, Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka were in excess of
a dozen. In 2009, for example, Delhi sup-
ported 13 operators in a hyper-competitive
market in which the dominant policy nar-
rative revolved around the need for consol-
idation. Fragmentation of spectrum and
subscribers, it was argued, increased costs
to operators because the benefits of scale
were denied without any added advantage
by way of competitive outcomes for the sub-
scriber. What 13 operators could produce
for competition and market outcomes could
be generated by less than half the number,
said scholars working on competition issues
in the telecom sector. Three or four effective
rivals could produce outcomes in favour of
the consumer, they argued.

In the decade since, that wish has been
granted. Consolidation has occurred, merg-
ers have materialised and exits have taken
place. But it appears that the pendulum has
swung far too much in the other direction.
The dominant narrative in telecom today is
how to preserve competition in the market
by way of numbers. The threat of monopo-
lisation is real and palpable as incumbent
private operators, Airtel and Vodafone Idea
(Vi), struggle to keep pace.

Let us begin by examining the “so what”
claim. So what if another exit takes place and
the market is effectively left as a duopoly
with Jio and Airtel. The theory of contestable
markets suggests thatas long as there is areal
threat of entry, even monopolies will be
compelled to behave asif they are operating
in a competitive market place. In other
words, competition for the market will dis-
cipline a price setting monopolist. We doubt
whether this idea will find much resonance
with policymakers today and frankly, neither
are we persuaded by threats of contestabil-
ity in correcting markets. These work in the
real world only when entry occurs at least
once in a while. Who would wish to invest
inIndian telecom today when the entry bar-
riers in the form of spectrum acquisition
costs, the licence fee burden as a percentage
of the Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR), infra-

With reports of network
quality deteriorating by
almost 20 per cent, the need of
the hour is to augment
network capacity immediately
and be future ready when 5G
comes along. These
investments are unlikely given
the current financial health of
the sector. One option could
be to put some cash in the
hands of operators by
abolishing the licence fee
based on AGR, prospectively.
This could be the much
needed shot in the arm and
could be treated as part of the
stimulus package for telecom.

structure requirements and the policy un-
certainty combine to produce an entry de-
terrence that any strategist would be proud
of.Itis far-fetched to expect a new entrant to
come inand demolish a potential monopoly.
The top three operators by market share Jio,
Airtel and Vi, together account for 90 per cent
of the subscriber base. The public sector is
fourth and largely irrelevant to the process
of competition, serving captive markets or
where the private sector is unable or unwill-
ing to deliver. From a policy perspective,
strengthening existing competition will be
key to realising India’s digital ambitions.
The recent judgment of the Supreme
Court on the licence fee payable by operators
to the Department of Telecommunications
(DaT), also known as the “AGR” decision,
brings the curtains down on a case that has
been under litigation since 2003. The con-
tentiousissues involved defining the compo-
nents of AGR, the fairness of charging penalty
and interest on the unpaid AGR dues, and the
time period to settle accounts with the gov-
ernment. Somewhere along the way, the DoT
recognised the debilitating consequences of
the monetary demand being placed on oper-
ators, and jointly, with the Indian Banks
Association (IBA), pleaded before the SC that
telcos be given 20 years to pay off dues of
nearly Rs 1.47 lakh crore. The IBA's interest was
to reduce potential non performing assets
(NPAs), since banks are heavily invested in tel-
cos, while DoT’s interest was to protect com-
petition. The Court did concede thatin the in-
terest of saving telcos, and therefore banks, it
may be necessary to grant an additional time
period, but deemed 20 years as excessive. The
final decision gives telcos 10 years to make
good the payment. The judgementalso putsa
lid on reopening any aspect of the case with
an explicit warning of launching contempt
proceedings against the errant entity.
Where does this leave the market? Viis
the most affected. Its liability is nearly Rs
54,000 crore and even with a 10-year hori-
zonitis unclear whether this will be enough
to prevent a bankruptcy and establish a vir-
tual duopoly. Vi has reported a net loss of
Rs 73,878 crore in FY 2020. Meanwhile,
Airtel owes approximately Rs 26,000 crore
in licence fee dues. For one of the lowest

priced markets in the world, raising tariffs
would be an obvious strategy. According to
estimates by Jefferies Equity Research, Airtel
will have to increase ARPUs (average rev-
enue per user, a surrogate for price) by 10
per centand Viby 27 per cent to completely
offset the impact of AGR dues. This, how-
ever, is not a one-sided decision and will de-
pend on its rival response. Given there has
already been one round of tariff increase,
there is little room for another hike.

What other instruments can one con-
sider to stimulate and fortify competitionin
Indian telecom without which our $1 trillion
digital ambition will remain on paper. The
foregoing analysis suggests that at least one
operator is in dire need of cash, while another
is scraping the bottom. With reports of net-
work quality deteriorating by almost 20 per
cent, the need of the hour is to augment net-
work capacity immediately and be future
ready when 5G comes along. These invest-
ments are unlikely given the current financial
health of the sector. One option could be to
put some cash in the hands of operators by
abolishing the licence fee based on AGR,
prospectively. This could be the much-
needed shotin the arm and could be treated
as part of the stimulus package for telecom.
Inany case, there seems to be little justifica-
tion in auctioning spectrum and also levying
additional charges. Having introduced spec-
trum auctions, the government could forsake
other forms of licence fee. Anominal admin-
istrative fee could be charged instead to ad-
minister licences as is the practice in other
countries. The National Digital
Communications Policy of 2018 had recom-
mended rationalisation of these charges.

Protecting competition and not competi-
tors is a repeated refrain in policy circles. Vi
through its new advertisement campaign
has announced its intent for the long term.
The subtext reads it will not go down with-
out a fight. For the sake of Vi and, more im-
portantly, for the sake of competition, we
hope it s for real. It is now up to the govern-
ment to play its role.

Kathuriais director and chief executive and
Suriis research associate, ICRIER.
Views are personal

A NARRATIVE OF DISTRUST

Judiciary is being disparaged for personal and political gain

HITESH JAIN

JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE goes hand in
hand with judicial accountability. However,
some have confused judicial independence
with the proclivity to strike down legisla-
tion or executive action in a cavalier fash-
ion. The job of the judiciary is to be account-
able by dispensing justice. But some
self-anointed people feel the judiciary
should be accountable by playing to the gal-
leries. This is understandable, given how
they were disappointed with the nation’s
rejection of a listless political opposition.
This does, though, raise questions on the
logic behind their covert demand for a re-
mote control on the judiciary.

The people of India have believed that
the venerable judges objectively dispense
justice. Now, there is an ongoing attempt
to browbeat the judiciary manifesting it-
self in the uncalled-for attacks on the
Supreme Court.

There are multiple recent examples to
demonstrate how the judiciary has stood
contrary to the government of the day. Be it
the striking down of the National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC) or the
Goa mining case, the Supreme Court gave
verdicts that cannot be deemed as favourable
tothe government. Similarly, in the Aadhaar
case, although the Supreme Court upheld its
constitutional validity, the judgment went
against the government’s policy objective of
stemming leakage, while affecting the then-
nascent fintech industry. The Supreme Court

Those making deprecating
comments about the
judiciary should realise that
an independent judiciaryis a
basic feature of our
Constitution. It is the
guardian and protector of
our fundamental rights, a
role which, barring some
exceptions, it has performed

framework resolution plan for debt recovery
that was proposed to ease the pains related
to stranded assets.

Some people have expressed their grief
at certain Supreme Court judgments or the
lack of appointment of judges of their choice
despite the government having a very lim-
ited role in such appointments. Moreover,
we have certainly not witnessed an aggres-
sive government, as we did during the dark
days of the Emergency. It would be a travesty
if anyone denies that during the Emergency,
all bail applications were rejected by the
courts, despite their awareness of the false-
hood of those cases. That is a classic exam-
ple of when the courts abdicated their role
in enforcing rule of law.

The judiciary has surprisingly been ac-
cused of being overly aggressive against a
certain political dispensation when it wasin
power. Observing the rule of law and calling
out illegality is not bias. The quashing of a
Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) ap-
pointment was not a political decision -- it
was a result of procedural illegalities sur-
rounding the act in question. Similarly,
quashing the spectrum allocation or striking
down the allocation of coal mines was an act
of calling out the loot of India’s resources.

Those making deprecating comments
about the judiciary should realise thatanin-
dependent judiciary is a basic feature of our
Constitution. It is the guardian and protec-
tor of our fundamental rights, a role which,

with courage and vision. Issuing threats such
as impeachment for deemed “misbehav-
iour” is a serious matter and not to be used so
casually, as it can adversely impact the judi-
ciary by questioning the trust of the nation
in the institution. Therefore, imputing mo-
tives to judges for their decisions, or refer-
ring to their caste, or saying that the judiciary
was subservient to the government or toe-
ing a party line, cannot be construed as le-
gitimate criticism. Seeking recusals on-de-
mand as seen in the Judge Loya case or on the
PIL on Assam’s detention centres are prime
examples of wanton politics for ulterior mo-
tives and creating doubt where none exists.

One must be able to distinguish between
anarrative of distrust being peddled for per-
sonal and political gains from reality. The
Supreme Court is not a political organ of the
state. Itis not the duty of the Court to appease
the aspirations of political proxies and un-
der no circumstances can retributive attacks
on its integrity and independence be con-
doned. To attack the independence of the
Supreme Court and to continuously attack
its authority is the true unravelling of the rule
of the law. Moreover, lawyers and politicians
seeking to cast aspersions on the independ-
ence of the judiciary ought to remember that
the Supreme Court is not a vessel to navigate
the seas of their personal ambitions.

The writer is a senior lawyer based in
Mumbai and managing partner,
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Vi e - UP CM TO STAY would open the floodgates in other states, NEW PEACE FORCE
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THE CONGRESS-I1High Command will not al-
low the UP Chief Minister Vishwanath Pratap
Singh toresign from office. He had sought the
permission of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
to quit, citing moral responsibility for the ri-
otsin Moradabad and other parts of the state.
AICC(I) general secretary Vasantdada Patil said
that while VP Singh had done his duty, “we
will do ours”. A similar indication was given
by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi when she
said that the CM’s resignation will not solve
any problem. The high command’s decision
on VP Singh was regarded as a foregone con-
clusion for if the UP CM is allowed to go, it

which the ruling party can ill-afford.

PRO-LABOUR TILT

THE GOVERNMENT’S POLICY on labour,
which will be outlined in the Sixth Plan doc-
ument, lays emphasis on the growth of the
trade union movement in the country. The
policy also underlined the need to strengthen
the industrial relations machinery soas toan-
ticipate labour problems and take prompt
measures to avert work stoppages. It is also
proposed to associate workers with their
working conditions in order to ensure that rel-
evant rules are implemented.

New Delhi

THE UNION GOVERNMENT has proposed to
raise three units of the CRP as a peacekeeping
force, especially trained to control riots and dis-
turbances. The CRPis at present an integrated
force with about 7 per cent Muslims, 12.5 per
cent SCsand 7 per cent STs. In these three units,
these communities will be better represented.

STATUS QUO ON CABINET
PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi has ruled
out any immediate expansion of the
Cabinet. The PM did not think that one per-
son holding more than one portfolio affects
the government's efficiency.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“After decades of incessant hostilities and war, Afghanistan is at a historic

moment that can herald the long-awai

ted peace.” —DAWN
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constant irritant to power

In ‘Kesavananda Bharati’ case, Supreme Court redefined the relationship between judiciary, executive and
legislature. And set limits — constitutional dismemberment is not allowed in the name of amendment

UPENDRA BAXI

NOTMANY WHO speak, write, or think about
religion and law recognise how religious insti-
tutions have affected the law and shaped in-
terpretation in enduring ways. His Holiness
Swami Kesavananda Bharati Sripadagalvaru,
thenasenior head of Edneer Mutt in Kasaragod
district Kerala, made possible the landmark
decision of the Supreme Court (though other
petitions were also bunched together). I call
the judgment the second mostimportant text
after the Constitution of India.

The mutt is believed to have been estab-
lished by Thotakacharya, among the first four
disciples of Adi Shankara. It blossomed under
his leadership. No mukadamabaz himself,
Kesavananda Bharati protested the validity of
the 29th amendment which immunised, in
the Ninth Schedule, Kerala’s takeover of the
mutt’s property. The seer lost the battle but
won the war because the amending power
was made subject to the basic structure.

Thelegendary barrister, M KNambiar,ana-
tive of Kasaragod, and father of KK Venugopal,
now the Attorney General of India, persuaded
Kesavananda Bharati to consult Nani
Palkhivala, who then urged before the
Supreme Court that the seer’s rights to reli-
gious freedom, equality, and property were vi-
olated. The seer later described the verdict as
“God’s decision” — it was so to many people of
faith. The seer passed away on September 6.

Ahearing for 68 days by the full court of 13
justices yielded 11 separate opinions com-
monly grouped together as Sikri 6 (subjecting
Article 368’s amending power to the implied
limitation) and Ray 6 (conceding all plenary
powers of amendment including repeal of the
Constitution). This made the task of ratio
hunters difficult and they were not enabled by
the heroic Justice H R Khanna. Still, the basic
structure and essential features (BSEF) govern
now the political and juristic destiny of Indian
constitutional development.

Theological fervour animates the BSEF dis-
course. Justice YV Chandrachud, while uphold-
ing the absolute amending power, had to in-
vent a resounding judicial curse: “We have
given you vast powers for the welfare of the
country, but woe betide you if you misuse
these powers”. And Justice SN Dwivedi spoke
of the “reverence for the Constitution” asa pub-
lic virtue. In the assembly dissolution case,
Justice P K Goswami described the Supreme
Court as the “last resort for the oppressed and
the bewildered” citizens of India. Kesavananda,
and its progeny, has yet to be visited as consti-
tutional secular theology of law.

As the chief survivor of Kesavananda, and
also as the longest-serving CJI, Justice Y V
Chandrachud developed the doctrine in chis-
elled prose and with the strict discipline of a
constitutional soldier. Cases like Raj Narain,
Waman Rao, Minerva Mills mark the pilgrim’s
progress to the shrine of basic structure.
Boldly questioning Parliament’s plenary
power to accord primacy to all Directive
Principles over Articles 14 and 19, Justice
Chandrachud said in Minerva that an eternal
deferral of constitutional promises invites “a
lurking danger that people will work out their

destiny”. He poignantly added: “Words
bandied about in marbled halls say much but
fail to achieve as much.”

In Waman Rao, he performed a constitu-
tional miracle by validating all amendments
retrospectively and achieved this feat by in-
voking the BSEF doctrine. Closely read, the
discourse in, and since Kesavananda, insists
that basic structure is the power of judicial
review and essential features are what the
Court identifies as such in exercise of that
power. For example, Justice Bhagwati re-
markably enunciated as an essential feature
the “harmony” between fundamental rights
and directive principles. Similarly,
Parliament amended Part IIl — deleted the
right to property under Article 31 and de-
moted it to the status of mere constitutional
right. The crucial message though is that the
apex court has, in the rarest of rare cases, the
constituent power to pronounce a constitu-
tional amendment invalid.

This scarcely means that the Supreme
Court may exercise its power just as it
pleases. The Court is bound by the “golden
triangle” of rights created by Articles 14, 19,
and 21 of the Constitution. Further, the Court
must derive the “spirit” of the Constitution
by scrupulous and meticulous reference to
the provisions of the Constitution. Since 1973,
the evidence shows the Apex Court has
shown utmost democratic responsibility and
rectitude ininterpreting the doctrine of BSEF,
perhaps more than can be said of other
branches of co-governance.

The spirit of the Constitution is a vexed
question. But my favourite passage is Para 399
in Raila Amolo Odinga (2017), where Chief
Justice David Kenai Maraga of Kenya's

Theological fervour animates
the BSEF discourse. Justice
Y V Chandrachud, while
upholding the absolute
amending power, had to
invent a resounding judicial
curse: “We have given you
vast powers for the welfare of
the country, but woe betide
you if you misuse these
powers’. And Justice SN
Dwivedi spoke of the
‘reverence for the
Constitution’ as a public
virtue. In the assembly
dissolution case, Justice P K
Goswami described the
Supreme Court as the ‘last
resort for the oppressed and
the bewildered’ citizens of
India. Kesavananda, and its
progeny, has yet to be visited
as constitutional secular
theology of law.

CR Sasikumar

Supreme Court has probably said the last
word. In nullifying President Uhuru Kenyatta’s
election for a second term (while also giving
50 days to plan and hold free and fair re-elec-
tion, whose results in the incumbent’s favour
were later upheld), Justice Maraga said:
“However burdensome, let the majesty of the
Constitution reverberate across the lengths
and breadths of our motherland; let it bubble
from our rivers and oceans; let it boomerang
from our hills and mountains; let it serenade
our households from the trees; let it sprout
from our institutions of learning; let it toll from
our sanctums of prayer; and to those, who
bear the responsibility of leadership, let it be
aconstantirritant.”

The seer would have agreed. The ultimate
message of BSEF doctrine is not merely to set
limits to the power of the managers of people,
but to make little by little the tasks of eman-
cipation less onerous. The BSEF does not be-
token any arrogant judicial overreach or sov-
ereign judicial despotism as the Court has not
obstructed the tasks of just development and
governance. It has shown considerable ac-
commodation for executive and legislative
power. But to be a “constant irritant” to un-
trammelled power is the very essence of ju-
dicial duty. The BSEF rules that constitutional
dismemberment is not allowed in the name
of an amendment. Permissible remains the
enhancement of the arcs and arts of gover-
nance, butif only exposed to the “constantir-
ritant” of constitutional good governance.
Truly a “God’s decision”, as the seer said.

Thewriter is professor of law, University of
Warwick, and former vice chancellor of
Universities of South Gujarat and Delhi

The impossible tri

lemma

With high inflation, capital inflows, currency appreciation, tough decisions are needed

RAJESWARI SENGUPTA

IN A RECENTLY released report, the Reserve
Bank of India mentioned that an appreciating
currency will help containimported inflation-
ary pressures. This has given rise to a fervent
debate as to whether the RBIis no longer able
to handle the Impossible Trilemma. The
Impossible Trilemma, an important paradigm
of open economy macroeconomics, asserts
thata country may not be able to stabilise the
exchange rate, and conduct an independent
monetary policy when it is financially inte-
grated with the rest of the world.
Policymakers in all sophisticated
economies face this trilemma, forcing them
tomake choices about which targets they are
going to pursue. The RBI has tried to avoid
these choices: It has tried to pursue all three
objectives simultaneously in an especially ag-
gressive manner since the pandemic struck.
It has reduced its policy interest rate to nega-
tivelevels in real terms. It has bought govern-
ment securities to push down long-term in-
terest rates. It has allowed large capital inflows,
thenintervened in the foreign exchange mar-
ket to prevent the appreciation of the rupee.
These actions are incompatible, and will even-
tually generate a serious policy dilemma.
One of the corners of the trilemma has
to do with capital inflows. In the first few
months of the pandemic and the associated
lockdown, the Indian economy witnessed a
net outflow of foreign portfolio investment
(FPI). However, this trend has reversed in re-
cent months, as policymakers in the devel-

oped world have adopted stimulative meas-
ures to revive their economies, creating ex-
cess liquidity in global financial markets.

Between June and August, Indian capital
markets received a net FPI inflow of close to
$10 billion as foreign investors returned to
the stock market. In September so far, for the
first time in the last six months, inflows into
the debt market have turned positive. India
also received close to $17 billion of foreign
direct investment (FDI) during April-July.
Capital has also been flowing to India in the
form of external commercial borrowing
(ECB) by Indian corporations.

At the same time, the combination of
weak economic growth, lacklustre domes-
tic demand, and low oil prices have shifted
the current account balance from deficit into
surplus. Imports have fallen more than ex-
ports suggesting that India is doing worse
thanits trading partners. These factors have
changed the balance of supply and demand
in the foreign exchange markets as a result
of which the currency has begun to face ap-
preciation pressures against the dollar.

This brings us to another corner of the
trilemma — currency stability. In the face of
rising appreciation pressure, the RBI has
been actively intervening in the foreign ex-
change markets to prevent the rupee from
strengthening further. It has been buying
dollars both in the spot and in the forward
markets. In May and June, RBI's net dollar
purchase in the spot market was to the tune

of $14.4 billion. In June, its net purchase in
the forward market was more than $4 bil-
lion. As aresult of the RBI's currency trading,
India’s foreign exchange reserves have in-
creased by around $80 billion since January,
to reach an all-time high of $540 billion.

When the RBI buys dollars in the FX mar-
ket, it sells rupees. This increases the domes-
tic money supply and is therefore inflation-
ary. In order to counter this inflationary
pressure that is being generated by RBI's FX
interventions, the central bank will ideally
sterilise its interventions. This entails the RBI
selling government bonds to banks and in
the process absorbing excess rupee liquidity
from the system.

But the RBI has not been absorbing the
liquidity created through dollar purchases,
it has been adding to it by buying govern-
ment securities through its open market op-
erations and targeted liquidity injection pro-
grams such as the T-LTRO. In the last couple
of months, some of these operations have
been neutral, such as the Operation Twist
programme wherein the RBI buys long-term
government securities and sells short-term
bonds in order to lower the yields on the
longer end of the maturity spectrum. But in
total, the net bond purchase by the RBI has
been positive. This implies that instead of
sterilising its FX operations, the RBl is adding
further liquidity into the system through its
bond market interventions. As a result, liq-
uidity has soared, reaching as much as Rs 8

trillion at one point.

For the moment, this injection of liquid-
ity may not get readily converted into broad
money because the growth of credit to the
private sector has been weak, depressing the
money multiplier. Butif the RBI continues to
ignore the Impossible trilemma, it will even-
tually fail. There are two main ways this
could happen: It might need to give up onits
exchange rate objective, as the recently re-
leased report hints. Or it might need to give
up onits inflation objective.

Both would be problematic. Exchange
rate appreciation will further damage the al-
ready hard-hit export sector. But allowing
high inflation is even more of a problemina
country where the RBI has committed to the
public not to allow arepeat of what happened
after the last global financial crisis, when in-
flation soared to double digits.

Already, the constraints of the trilemma
have tightened. Retail inflation has now
breached the upper limit of 6 per cent for
more than three quarters. Core inflation has
been rising and inflation expectations have
jumped sharply. And while credit to the pri-
vate sector remains depressed, credit to the
government has been strong, implying that
overall broad money is growing rapidly. The
time for difficult decisions seems to be ap-
proaching.

The writer is assistant professor, Indira
Gandhi Institute of Development Research

A panoramic
VICW
As Prime Minister Modi turns 70, he will be

conscious of the need to navigate new, unfolding,
complex realities. The horizon lies ahead

N K SiINnGH

namics between regions, actors, individuals
and sectors; and the digital revolution from
the Fourth Industrial Revolution to the open-
ing up of new realms of intelligence. The
earth that we once thought of as beyond our
influence is now very clearly on the new tra-
jectory of the Anthropocene. This has impli-
cations for temperature, rainfall, food and
water security and biodiversity among oth-
ers. The rapid pace at which we are now able

“THE FIRST FORTY years of our life give the
text, the next thirty furnish the commen-
tary uponit,” writes Arthur Schopenhauer,
the 19th-century German philosopher
known for his essays on the role of human
will in creating the world that we experi-
ence — in a sense, a kind of European de-
rivative of our concept of the veil of Maya.
The sum of this experience, at 70, “enables
us rightly to understand the true meaning
and connection of the text with its moral
and its beauties” — it gives us the
panoramic view from the peak.

This is animportant perspective. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi turns 70 on
Thursday, at a time when the rate of
change, bringing both risks and opportu-
nities, seems to be accelerating on all fronts.
His simple, straightforward style is well
known. His memory — for facts large and
small — islegendary. This is equally true of
his acuity in filtering through the noise
with his legendary capabilities for imple-
mentation while micromanaging to a fault,
of which examples are many — the
Narmada Project pumping water against
gravity to bring relief to the water-starved
parts of Kutch; and, equally, the construc-
tion of the iconic Statue of Unity.

Yet, it is also clear that this 70 is no time
for him to rest and assume that the hard-
won understanding of the present will en-
able wisdom for navigating the future — the
pinnacle on the horizon. “Those who stare
at the past have their backs to the future,” it
is said. Our complex world has forks in the
road, not just oscillations around a stable
centre. Change is non-linear.
Interconnectedness — and interdependency
—isafactoflife. The next pinnacle will thus
be different from previous peaks.

Prime Minister Modi has demonstrated
his capacity for strategic, forward-looking
vision on multiple occasions over the years.
The Swachh Bharat Mission and Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, for example, took a
creative and strategic approach to improving
our nation’s health and productivity by di-
rectly addressing issues such as ODF and
sanitary pads. With his continuing belief in
fiscal rectitude, the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana and the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code were introduced to tackle the two chal-
lenging frontiers of the banking system —
extending access to financial services and
shoring up the foundations of bank solvency.

Looking forward, Prime Minister Modi
is conscious of the need to navigate three
new, unfolding, complex realities — rapid
environmental change; shifting power dy-

to analyse and influence myriad aspects of
society, environment, economy, infrastruc-
ture and even individual lives has offered a
glimpse of the powers that we can use torise
to the occasion. Modi is committed to har-
nessing the digital revolution in a compre-
hensive sense and to build greater collective
security. And how do we adjust to a new
world where cybersecurity threats can arise
from literally anywhere? These two trends
are unfolding within, and influencing, atime
of great change in the relationships that
structure and reshape our collaboration.
Modi’s belief in the PRAGATI (Pro-Active
Governance and Timely Implementation)
Platform is part of these endeavours.

At the risk of presenting a birthday re-
quest rather than a birthday felicitation,
what are the ways in which he can truly use
the perspective of his 70s in the decades to-
ward 80 and beyond? He will recognise the
need for three qualities in leadership in the
coming years. One, the ability to remember
the past, but see the present very clearly.
We are entering a delicate era of shifting
geopolitical sands. Our past alliances and
interactions matter — friends are friends —
but navigating new partnerships and ini-
tiatives that help us tackle emerging global
challenges will require clear-eyed vision.
This is true in internal matters as much as
external affairs: We need new forms of col-
laborative partnership between the Centre,
the states, and local governments.

Aleader of his stature knows how to
work within the constraints of reality — fis-
cal,chemical or biological—and, at the same
time, inspire others to unite in making the
best of the hard choices that these con-
straints dictate. We are on the edge of one of
the greatest economic upheavals that the
world has seenin recent memory, as COVID-
19 and our efforts to halt the pandemic have
accelerated existing trends to the point of
discomfort and exposed hidden vulnerabil-
ities. Prime Minister Modi cannot wish this
reality away, and must build support for an
innovative strategy that can mirror the
hopes and wishes of his countrymen.

Finally, we need a visionary with the en-
ergy and freshness of perspective to forge
ahead in a world that is offering both op-
portunities and risks. The Prime Minister
will be the first to recognise that, in hind-
sight, joy, beauty, and common humanity
are at the foundation of all that we have
tried to do as a nation over the centuries.
The horizon lies ahead.

Happy Birthday!

The writer is chairman,
15th Finance Commission

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GOOD POLICY

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Missing
in NEP: Rural youth’ (IE, September
15). The egalitarian and inclusive char-
acter of the NEP 2020 needs to be ac-
knowledged. The policy strives to lay
the foundations of an education sys-
tem that is more flexible, inclusive and
sensitive to ground realities. The spe-
cial emphasis on institutionalising
early childhood education, the idea of
mainstreaming of co-curricular and
extracurricular activities, reimagining
the once rigid streams of learning
from watertight silos are all aimed at
giving a level playing field to the sys-
tematically disadvantaged sections.
Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Missing in
NEP: Rural youth’ ( IE, September 15).
NEP 2020 has been drafted after a
great deal of deliberation and debate
among academic experts and it seeks
to bring about structural changes in
the moribund education system. Apart
from increasing avenues for higher ed-
ucation and excellence, it also provides
enough opportunities for the rural
youth for their skill development
without any hassles. It also seeks to ad-
dress the vital problem of their em-
ployability by making specific provi-
sions of Special Education Zones in
backward areas. Its main objective is
to develop an equitable and just soci-
ety. It may not be perfect — no policy is
— but judgement should be reserved
until it is implemented.

Ravi Mathur, Noida

PRINCIPLED POLITICIAN
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Secular
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socialist’ (IE, September 15).
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh stood by so-
cialist and secular ideals throughout
his life and had an empathy for the de-
prived and understanding of the
grassroots. He was courageous to take
up causes he believed in and opposed
to anything that he felt was wrong. He
will be remembered for conceptual-
ising and implementing the 100-day
rural job scheme, MGNREGA, as Union
minister.

SSPaul, Nadia

TRUTH TELLER

THIS REFERS TO the article,
'Establishment's warrior'(IE,
September 15). The article claims that
Kangana Ranaut has been engaged in
atoxic campaign. Standing up for jus-
tice is no crime and as an outsider in
the industry who has exposed the real
face of Bollywood.

Udita Gupta, via email

New Delhi
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Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
JAL SHAKTI PHE (QC&PD) DIVISION, HMT, SRINAGAR
Phone: 0194-2496307, E-Mail: xenmandp @gmail.com
CORRIGENDUM-04

Subject: Corrigendum-04 for Supply of 2000 Metric
Tons of ISI Marked Stable Bleaching Powder
Grade-l as per 1S-1065/89. (with upto date
amendments).

Ref:

1. This office No.: PHE/M&P/04 of 2020-21/ e-
Tender Dated: 10-06-2020.

It is to inform all the bidders that participated in this office
e-NIT NO. PHE/M&P/04 of 2020-21/ e-Tender Dated:
10.06.2020 for Supply of 2000 Metric Tons of ISI Marked
Stable Bleaching Powder Grade-l as per IS-1065/89. (with
upto date amendments), wherein after opening of the techni-
cal commercial bid only one bidder has qualified for opening
of the price bid.

A thread bare discussion were held by the DPC in its
meeting on 10-09-2020 where they ordered to cancel the
tender as only one bidder has qualified for opening of the
price bid and have decided to call a fresh tender forthwith.

Hence, the cancellation notice is issued.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

No: PHE/QCPD/1937-40 QC&PD Jal Shakti

SEARCH FOR MISSING GIRL

General public is hereby informed that one
girl namely Kumkum D/o Sh. Surender
Shah R/o House No. 103, 4th Floor,
Bharat Nagar, New Friends Colony,
| New Delhi. Age: 18% yrs, Height: 54",
—— shallow complexion, face round, thin build,
— - curly hair. Wearing yellow suit salwar,
f i | Black Mask & blue sleeper in feet is
missing since 11.08.2020 from the area of
— PS New Friends Colony, South-East
Distt., New Delhi.
In this regard a DD No. 46-A dated: 13.08.2020 has been lodged
at PS New Friends Colony, New Delhi. Sincere efforts have
been made by local police to trace out the missing girl, but no clue
has come to light so far.
Any person having any information or clue about this missing girl
may kindly inform to the following.

Kumkum

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-230111334
Ph.: 011-23014046

011-23015218
DP/207/SE/20

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement system

Principal Chief Materials Manager, Northern Railway, New Delhi-110001, for and
on behalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders through e-procurement

S.H.O.,
P.S. New Friends Colony, Delhi
Ph.: 011-26834563, 26934863

connecting platform no. 1,2/3 to platform 4/5
at Delhi Cantt, under Sr.DEN/Works/DLI
2 |Construction of additional 6.10m wide FOB

Dated: 12 -09-2020 system for supply of the following items :-
DIPK-5718 HMT Srinagar S.No.|Tender No. | Brief Description Qty. Closing Date
NORTHERN RAILWAY 01 | 15205016 ;:I:():I:lllwé.lc STRAIGHTENING 01 NOS 13-10-20
TENDER NOTICE 02 | 08201528 | RELAY, AC IMMUNISED, PLUG | 1220 NOS |  19-10-20
Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems) INTYPE, STYLE
SN 03 | 02202510A | VALVE REGULATED LEAD 149 SET 06-11-20
1.|Name of work with its location|1 (Construction of additional 4.0m wide FOB ACID BATTERY 1100AH, 110V

All 30 trained under RailTel
CSR initiative clear JEE Mains

New Delhi: All 30 students of
Akansha Super 30, Dehradun, a
CSRinitiative of RailTel, cleared the
JEE Mains 2020, bringing them a
step closer to securing admission
to premier engineering colleges.
Puneet Chawla, CMD, RailTel
said, “It is heartening to see that
these students, with their sheer
talentand will power, are inching

towards having a successful ca-
reer. We are just happy to provide
guidance to these kids so that they
can fulfil their dreams of becom-
ingan engineer.” RailTel, in associ-
ation with Centre for Social
Responsibility and Leadership,
New Delhi, established a unit of
Abhayanand Super 30 at
Dehradunin 2015. ENS

Noida Metro Rail Corporation Lid.

Block-Ill, 3rd Floor, Ganga Shopping Complex, Sector-29
Noida-201301, Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. Ph: 0120-4344483 / 84

RFP - E-tender:

1. E-Tender No. NMRC/AGM-GA/GA/130/2020
Annual Maintenance Contract of 2 Lifts installed at
NMRC Corporate Office, Sector-29, Noida

2. E-Tender No. NMRC/AGM-GA/GA/131/2020

Rate Contract for Supply of Housekeeping and Covid 19
Chemicals/ltems in NMRC

Dated: 16.09.2020

Tenders are invited from eligible bidders for the captioned
projects. The Tenders shall be uploaded on website
https://letender.up.nic.in and www.nmrcnoida.com on date
16.09.2020. The Bidders can download the document from the
E-Tender website from tender search by organization name:
“Noida Metro Rail Corporation Limited”. Amendment/Modification
intender, if any, will be uploaded on either/ both the websites.

NOTE :-1. Vendors may visit the IREPS website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for details.
2. No Manual offer will be entertained.

Tender Notice No. 24/2020-2021 Dated : 15.09.2020 2006/2020

S} U2 AR STHITN dRURIA

J&K: CBI FIR against trust
headed by ex-Cong MLA

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 15

THE CBlon Tuesday registered an
FIR against Kathua-based R B
Education Trust, headed by for-
mer Congress MLA Kanta Andotra
for occupying a huge tract of land
over and above the ceiling of stan-
dard 100 kanals (12.5 acres) fixed
under provisions of the J&K
Agrarian Reforms Act, 1976.

Andotra is the wife of former
J&K minister Lal Singh, who quit
the BJP and floated the Dogra
Swabhiman Sangathan.

Some half-a-dozenretired and
serving revenue officials, who al-
legedly helped the trust, were also
booked — including the then
Kathua deputy commissioner
Ajay Singh Jamwal (retired).

CBI conducted searches at
nearly 10locations in Jammuand
Kathua which led to the recovery
of documents relating to movable
and immovable property, an offi-
cial spokesperson said.

The agency had registered a

fafes $—fafaer smszor 1. $—

connecting platform no. 1 to 2/3 and platform
4/5 Delhi Sarai Rohilla under Sr.DEN/Works/DLI

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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preliminary enquiry in June last
following “source information”
regarding “encroachment of huge
tract public/government/forest
land in Kathua...” sources said.

They said, “Preliminary en-
quiry prima facie revealed that the
then Kathua deputy commission
Ajay Singh Jamwal along with
other accused revenue officials
were involved in criminal conspir-
acy with R B Educational Trust
through Kanta Andotra toallow it
retain land beyond the permissi-
ble ceiling...”

Toenable the trust, revenue of-
ficials showed that 74.02 kanals
(9.25 acres) was an orchard and
another 32 kanal (4 acres) was
“ghacharai” (grazingland) which
did not come under the ceiling
fixed under the Act. However,
while there was norevenue entry
in respect to existence of an or-
chard, and the grazing land being
common land could not be pur-
chased or sold by an individual,
sources added.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

India beats China to

2|A . Costof k 1 |Rs.18341099/- - = . . .
pprox. Lostotwor 5 Rz.20600592/- New Okhla Industrial Development Authority Srreid =t aRwoT wusel! v 33 bdl| | srna e wmniy R e $-ffaer §- win electlon to | ] N
3|EamestMoney (i should bo in o form of et barking or [ \\¥] [ 1 [-Y Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida-201301 (U.P) gﬁfﬁﬁf%ﬂa;; E‘;?/ S ;}4 8 ag’ 9 etender.up.nic.in | a1 Wi #
payment gateway Only. Note:- FDR will not Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com g Y "1 2. 2= [12.00 T HiEd % ST ) ﬁr{a—d fereror Commission On Women
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IREPS as per Railway Boards letter no R Ff¥er Ho—d1—11/90310(W10%090) /| |4 wirgeq wx wifr 27 ¢ 1 1. Foferar -
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IREPS Rail Boards lett TR H ST 9 Maf ﬁﬂa(ﬂqaf ﬁ-l%m-l- w issi
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5|Date and time for Upto 15.00 hrs on 09.10.2020 Opening of| | Gefr wiffSiReeT sHrEal Td gre @ grfae™ &l Aivet ya+ faffaamaeh ! 130-3F > i B beatmg Chinaina hotly—contested election.

submission of tender and tender at 15.00 hrs. On 09.10.2020

opening of tender

o

Above tender available on IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

Website particulars notice
board location complete
details of tender can be
seen and address of the
office from where the
tender form can be
purchased etc.

oot <=T B |

128-Wi280/e Tender Notice/NIT-22-2020-21/Works and NIT-23-2020-21/Works
Dated:-15.09.2020 2005/2020
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E-TENDERING PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, CD-XII, Irrigation & Flood Control
Department, GNCTD Opp. ESI hospital, Basai Darapur Office
Complex New Delhi-110027 invites on behalf of the President of
India, online Item rate tender from approved and eligible
contractors for the following works :-

1. NIT No. EE/CD XII/20-21/11-(ID No. 2020_IFC_194306_1)-
HOA-4403- Repair and Renovation work of Veterinary Hospital at
village Tikri Kalan in District West. E.C. Rs. 1,20,72,538/- Earnest
money Rs. 2,41,451/- period of completion 270 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on 18.09.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M
respectively). AE-I.

Note :-
1) Details of above mentioned works & eligibility criteria can be
seen and downloaded from the web site

https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

2) Amendment(s)/alteration(s)/corrigendum if any, will be available
at website only.

3) EMD in the form of Banker's Cheque or Demand Draft or Fixed
Deposit Receipt (drawn in favour of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
CD XIl, I&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF DELHI) shall be scanned and
uploaded to the e-tendering website within the period of bid
submission. The original EMD should be deposited in the office
of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD XII, I&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF
DELHI within the period of bid submission. (The EMD document
shall only be issued from the place in which the office of
receiving division office is situated).

Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-XII
DIP/shabdarth/0296/20-21

E-TENDERING PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, CD-XII, Irrigation & Flood Control
Department, GNCTD Opp. ESI Hospital, Basai Darapur Office
Complex New Delhi-110027 invites on behalf of the President of India,
online ltem rate tender from approved and eligible contractors for the
following works:-

NIT No. EE/CDXII/20-21/12- (ID No. 2020_IFC_194341_1)- HOA-

4515- DVDB- works in NCT of Delhi SW- Development of park

Adjoining Barat Ghar (Chancal Park) at village Bakkarwala in Distt.

West. E.C. Rs. 1,89,75,571/- Earnest money Rs. 3,79,511/- period of

Completion 120 Days. (Date of submission & opening of bid on

24.09.2020 at 3.00 P.M. & 3.30 P.M respectively). AE-III.

Note:-

1) Details of above mentioned works & eligibility criteria can be seen
and downloaded from the web site
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

2) Amendment(s)/ alteration(s) / corrigendum if any, will be available at
website only.

3) EMD in the form of Banker's Cheque or Demand Draft or Fixed
Deposit Receipt (drawn in favour of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD
Xll, I&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF DELHI) shall be scanned and
uploaded to the e-tendering website within the period of bid
submission. The original EMD should be deposited in the office of
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD XII, I&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF DELHI
within the period of bid submission. (The EMD document shall only
be issued from the place in which the office of receiving division
office is situated).

Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-XII
DIP/SHABDARTH/0301/20-21
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Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd.
An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

ISBT Kashmere Gate Delhi-110006
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Superintendent Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD,
DTIDC Ltd for the following works through e procurement solution only.
1. NIT No. 1 30/2020-21

Tender ID No. 2020_DTIDC_194383_1

Name of work Street lighting works for Proposed Road and
Parking Area at Burari..
Internal Electrification & Installations
Rs. 31,35,292/-
Rs. 62,706/-
60 Days

SH
Estimated Cost
Earnest Money
Time Allowed
Last date of
receipt of Tenders : 24.09.2020
The Tender forms and other detail can be obtained from the website:
https.//govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/

The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)
isafunctional commission of the UN Economicand
Social Council (ECOSOC). The 54-member ECOSOC,
holding the first plenary meeting of its 2021 session
onMonday, held elections for two seats in the Asia-
Pacific States category with Afghanistan, India and
Chinainthe fray. Afghanistan garnered 39 votesand
India got 38 votes of the 54 ballots cast. China, a per-

manent member of the UN
Security Council, got only 27 votes.

“..It'saringing endorsement
of our commitment to promote
gender equality and women'’s
empowerment in all our endeav-
ours...” India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador T S Tirumurti
tweeted.

India’s win comes in a year
when the 25th anniversary of the
Fourth World Conference on
Women — held in Beijing in
1995— is being commemorated
around the world. PTI

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Dy. CME/Works for Chief Workshop
Manager. N.E. Railway, Mechanical
Workshop, Gorakhpur for and on
behalf of President of India invites open
tenders through on line (E-Tendering)

for the following work.
S.No. :- 1, E-Tender Notice No &

Name of the work:- Tender No.-
"15-MWS-GKP-2019-20-3"

"Installation and Testing of AMDBS for
LHB GS LS5 type coaches with FIBA
arrangement in an existing non ASR
LHB GS (LS2/LS3) to air suspension
spring (LS5) in the premises of
Mechanical Workshop, Gorakhpur".
Estimated cost (in Rs.) :-
Rs. 27,70,545.96, Earnest Money (in
Rs.) :- Rs. 55,400/-, Last date of
tender submission :- Upto 11.00 hrs.,
Date 06.10.2020, Cost of the Tender
Forms :- 3,000/-, Period of Contract
- 12 (Months). The details of above
tender are also available on Indian
Railway website www.ireps.gov.in

Chief Workshop Manager, Mechanical Workshop
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

Colourised scanning electron micrograph of a cell infected with
SARS-CoV-2 particles (yellow), isolated from a patient. NIDA via NIH

Substance use disorders
linked to Covid vulnerability

A STUDY has found that
people with substance
use disorders are more
susceptible to Covid-19
and its complications. The
research was published

on Monday in the journal

Molecular Psychiatry. It PAPER
suggests  healthcare C

providers closely monitor LIP
patients with substance

usedisorders and develop

NEW RESEARCH

stance use disorder on
record, the analysis found,
were more likely to de-
velop Covid-19thanthose
without such a disorder.
This effect was strongest
for opioid use disorder,
followed by tobacco use
disorder. Individuals with
a diagnosis of substance
use disorder were also
more likely to experience

plans to help shield them
from infection and
severe outcomes.

The researchers analysed the non-
identifiable electronic health records of
millions of patients in the US. They
found that while individuals with a sub-
stance use disorder constituted 10.3%
of the total study population, they rep-
resented 15.6% of the Covid-19 cases.
Those with a recent diagnosis of sub-

death), than people without.

The lungs and cardiovascular sys-
tem are often compromised in peo-
ple with substance use disorder,
which may partially explain their
heightened susceptibility to Covid-19.

worse Covid-19 out-
comes (hospitalisation,

Source: National Institute on Drug
Abuse, United States
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INDIATOTAL CASES
4,930,236

Source: Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, updated at 11 pmon Sept 15
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SiMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

UAPA in Delhi riots

Students and activists have been charged under provisions of the anti-terror law in the Delhi riots case.
What makes UAPA such a tough law, and how have the police justified invoking it?

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

DELHI POLICE on Monday got 10 days’cus-
tody of former Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) student Umar Khalid, who had been
arrested aday previously ina case registered
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA).

Khalid is one of several young activists who
have been booked in cases relating to the vio-
lence in Delhi in February. The police have in-
voked provisions of the UAPA to investigate the
alleged “larger conspiracy” behind the riots.

What is the UAPA, and what is it used for?

The UAPA is primarily an anti-terror law —
aimed at “more effective prevention of certain
unlawful activities of individuals and associa-
tions and for dealing with terrorist activities”.
It was first promulgated in 1967 to target se-
cessionist organisations, and is considered to
be the predecessor of laws such as the (now
repealed) Terrorist and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act (TADA) and Prevention of
Terrorism Act (POTA).

Amendments from time to time have
made the UAPA more stringent. Following
the last amendment in 2019, an individual
can be designated a terrorist; only organisa-
tions could be designated earlier. UAPA cases
are tried by special courts.

The law has been used in cases other than
those of conventional ‘terrorism’ or ‘terrorist
acts’. It has of late been invoked against ac-
tivists, student leaders, and journalists. UAPA
cases have been filed against activists in the
Bhima-Koregaon case; at least two journal-
ists in Kashmir; Devangana Kalita and
Natasha Narwal, members of the women
students and alumni collective Pinjra Tod;
former Congress municipal councillor Ishrat
Jahan; Khalid Saifi of the organisation United
Against Hate; Jamia Millia Islamia student
Safoora Zargar; and now, Umar Khalid.

What do police say in the case registered
against Khalid and others?

Theinvestigation is based on FIR 59 of 2020,
inwhichIPC Sections 302 (murder) 153A (pro-
moting enmity between different groups on
grounds of religion, etc.), 124A (sedition), and
others have been included.

Umar Khalid at a conference in Mumbai in January. Ganesh Shirsekar

The core of the police case is that the “com-
munalriotincidents” of February 2020 in Delhi
were “pre-planned” by Khalid and the others.
Khalid is accused of giving provocative
speeches and urging people to come out on
the roads to ensure that the “propaganda of
minorities in India are being persecuted” may
get publicised during the visit of US President
Donald Trump (on February 24-25).

Police have also claimed to have gathered
evidence against the accused in the form of
WhatsApp chats that were allegedly used in
the “execution of the conspiracy”, alleged wit-
ness statements, and evidence of the receipt
of funds from within India and overseas.

Which provisions of the UAPA have been
used in the FIR?
Sections 13,16, 17,and 18 of the UAPAwere

added to the case subsequently.

The Act defines unlawful activity as any
action — spoken or written words, signs, or
visible representation — which is intended
or supports any claim to bring about seces-
sion of any part of India or which incites any-
one towards secession; disclaims, questions,
disrupts or intends to disrupt the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of India; and “which
causes or is intended to cause disaffection
against India”.

The word “disaffection” has not been de-
fined in the law, and finds mention only once.

Section 13 (“Punishment for unlawful ac-
tivities”), which has been invoked against
Khalid and others, provides for up to seven
years in prison for anyone who “advocates,
abets, advises orincites the commission of any
unlawful activity”.

Section 16 (“Punishment for terrorist act”)
specifies punishment with death orimprison-
ment for life in case a death has occurred as a
result of the act. The law defines a terrorist act
asonethatisintended to threaten oris likely to
threaten the unity, integrity, security, or sover-
eignty of India, and causes or is likely to cause
death orinjuries, and property damage.

Section 17 provides for punishment for
raising funds for terrorist acts, and Section 18
deals with conspiracy behind the terrorist act
or“any act preparatory to the commission of a
terroristact”.

How does Delhi Police justify invoking the
anti-terror law?

While critics have argued that dissenting
or protesting peacefully would not amount
to causing “disaffection against India”, the
police have told the court that the riots were
aresult of a bigger conspiracy to “overawe
the government machinery”, and that the
conspirators had a “specific purpose, object
and mandate” to cause “disaffection and re-
volt against the Government of India”.

The prosecution has argued that the aim of
the protests was “to destroy, destabilise and
disintegrate the Government of India in order
to compel (it) to withdraw the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) and alleged National
Register of Citizens.”

What makes the UAPA more stringent
than other laws?

Safoora Zargar is the only one among the
accused booked under UAPA who has been
given bail. But she was granted relief on hu-
manitarian grounds — her case for bail was not
dealt with on merits by Delhi High Court.

Three individuals belonging to the Popular
Front of India (PFI) were granted bail in March,
but that was prior to the addition of UAPA pro-
visions to the case.

It is rare for an accused to get bail easily in
acase under UAPA. The court can refuse bail if
inits opinion the case is “prima facie” true. An
accused cannot seek anticipatory bail, and the
period of investigation can be extended to 180
days from 90 days on the public prosecutor’s
request — which means the accused has vir-
tually no chance of getting bail by default.

In UAPA cases, the police custody can also
be extended to 30 days as against the 15 days
allowed in ordinary criminal cases.

Export ban on onions: cause, likely effect

PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 15

ON MONDAY, the Centre issued a notifica-
tion prohibiting the export of onion, even as
the average traded price of the bulb crossed
the Rs 30-per-kg mark at Maharashtra’s
Lasalgaon wholesale market. This ban came
just about three months after the govern-
ment had tweaked the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955 to make the imposi-
tion of stock limit and movement restrictions
on food grains, edible oilseeds, potatoes,
onions and other essential commaodities ap-
plicable only in extreme conditions like war
or natural calamity.

What led to the export ban?

There seem to be two main triggers. The
first was obviously the steady increase in
wholesale prices of onions in urban markets.
Between March and September, the average
price of the bulb at Lasalgaon’s market has

appreciated by almost 100%. Prices at this
markets in Niphad taluka of Nashik district in
March were in the range of Rs 1,500 per quin-
tal and since then have appreciated to Rs
3,000. At retail markets, onion is now trad-
ing between Rs 35-40 per kg as against Rs
25-30 per kg inJune.

The immediate trigger can also be found
in Consumer Price Index (CPI) numbers re-
leased by the government on Monday. Retail
inflation was 6.69%, a tad less than the 6.73%
of last month but well above the Reserve
Bank of India’s target of 6%. The Consumer
Food Price Index (CFPI) for August was 9.05%
as against 9.27% of last month.

Why are onions costlier in wholesale
markets?

The answer can be found in the excep-
tionally heavy rainfall in the country in
August. It led to a near-complete washout of
the almost market-ready onion crop in
Karnataka that was to hit the markets in early
September. Along with this, the rain also

damaged stored onions in Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat and parts of Maharashtra. At present
it’s only the onion growers in Maharashtra
who have produce to offload, having stored
up their harvest from March-April. The pres-
ent supply disruption is likely to continue
until the new crop in Maharashtra hits mar-
kets in early November.

If the domestic supply-demand situation
is heavily tilted towards the later, demand for
Indian onion is also rising from international
markets. Indian onions, which are normally
shipped out to the Gulf countries, Sri Lankaand
Bangladesh, usually has a year-round steady
demand. However, demand from Sri Lanka,
exporters say, has suddenly picked up after
heavy destruction of crop there, too, due torain.
Thelanded cost of Indian onions at Dubai port
at this moment is around Rs 32-35 per kg,
which has led to many exporters increasing
their shipments from Nashik.

So, will the export ban bring down prices?
Asharp depreciation in prices is expected

to take place in view of the export ban.
However, traders feel prices are again going
toriseinaweek or so as overall supplies will
remain muted. The new crop, they say, will
arrive only post November and with demand
expected to rise before the Dussehra season
starts, prices are likely to remain high.

Will the move have any political fallout?
The political fallout of high onion prices
can hardly be over-emphasised. With the
Bihar elections due later this year, the govern-
mentappears to have been wary of facing the
electorate when onion was costlier than usual.
Ironically, the export ban comes
when the government plans to make
ordinances that amended the Essential
Commodities Act into law and stop
knee-jerk reactions like imposition of
stock limits. Farmer organisations have
called out what they describe as dou-
ble standards. From Tuesday, the farm-
ers’ union Shetkari Sanghatana em-
barked on rasta rokos against this move.

Ease of doing business: how states are ranked, what's different now

NUSHAIBAIQBAL & UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE LATEST ease of doing business rankings
for Indian states, released by the
Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT), have thrown up some
interesting results. The absence of more in-
dustrialised states such as Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra from the top rungs and the
presence of states such as Uttar Pradesh
(which was in the past far behind but has
now shot up to all-India number 2) in the
top ranks has surprised many. Alook at what
went into calculating the final rankings.

How are the rankings arrived at?

The objective of DPIIT’s reform exercise is
to provide a business-friendly environment,
for which the regulationsinastate have tobe
made simpler. Therefore, it devised a method-
ology torank the states according to the ease
of doing business (EoDB) in a state.

DPIIT provides a set of recommenda-
tions meant to reduce the time and effort
spent by businesses on compliance with
regulation called the Business Reform
Action Plan (BRAP). BRAP 2019 is an 80-
point list of reforms recommended to sim-
plify, rationalise and digitise the regulatory
framework in a state.

The reforms are grouped into 12 broad
areas like land administration, labour regu-
lation, obtaining electricity and water sup-
ply permits, environment regulation, etc.
States are required to submit proof of im-
plementing each reform on the DPIIT’s
EoDB portal and submit a list of users of
these reforms. A sample of these users is
then surveyed to determine the efficacy of
these reforms. Each question is assigned a
weight. The final score is a weighted average
of all the responses applicable to a state.

What reforms does DPIIT recommend?

DPIIT recommends all states have a single-
window system that provides all necessary
information on permits and licences required
for starting a business. Permissions required
frommunicipal or village governmentbodies
or police for activities like filming movies
should also be explicitly mentioned.

To reduce delays further, DPIIT recom-
mends that the duration of licences be ex-
tended or that they be renewed automati-
cally based on self-certification or
third-party verification. A state is also re-
warded if a set of regulations (like labour or
environment laws) are not applicable to it.

Are these scores and ranks comparable
to those from previous years?
For the first time since its inception in

TABLE1: EASE OF DOING BUSINESS TABLE 2: REFORMS, TABLE 3: SHARE (%) IN NEW
RANKS, TOP10IN 2019 APPLICABLE/IMPLEMENTED INVESTMENTS ANNOUNCED
State 20152016 2017 2019 |Wstate | Applcable| implementedfitate | 2017-18 | 2018-19
Andhra Pradesh 2 1 1 1 Andhra 187 187 Andhra 6.56 16.29
Uttar Pradesh 10 14 12 2 upP 186 184 Haryana 3.37 15.74
Telangana 13 3 Telangana 186 184 Tamil Nadu 4.01 9.32
Madhya Pradesh 5 5 7 4 MP 187 187 Gujarat 6.76 774
Jharkhand 3 7 4 5 Jharkhand 187 186 Maharashtra | 18.09 6.32
Chhattisgarh 4 4 6 6 Chhattisgarh 187 186 Karnataka 3.32 6.08
Himachal 17 17 16 7 Himachal 185 175 Rajasthan 2.01 3.04
Rajasthan 6 8 9 8 Rajasthan 186 183 MP 287 273
West Bengal n 15 10 9 W Bengal 187 187 Odisha 8.25 243
Gujarat 1| 3 5 | 10 | Gujarat 187 187 NCT Delhi 138 176
Source: DPIIT Source: DPIIT Source: CMIE

2015, the BRAP rankings relied entirely on  from last year. Why were these rankings criticised?

the feedback it received from the businesses DPIIT'S methodology does not consider

for whom these reforms were intended. =~ How did the states perform? the actual number of reforms implemented

Earlier editions computed scores based on
the responses of the relevant state govern-
ment departments. The 2017-18 edition
used acombination of state government and
user feedback to compute the score.
Therefore, strictly speaking, the 2019
rankings are not comparable with those

Andhra Pradesh secured the top spot for
the third time since the ranking was first re-
leased in 2015 (Table 1). UP jumped ten
spots to number two and Telangana slipped
to three. Gujarat, which was first in the first-
ever edition of the rankings, was ranked 11
this year; Haryana slipped all the way to 17.

by the states, as shown in Table 2. States like
Haryana and Gujarat have implemented all
the reforms recommended by the DPIIT, but
were ranked low on the EoDB list.

Gujarat has reportedly attributed this to
poor response from the survey respon-
dents. The methodology used by the DPIIT

New Delhi

awards points on a reform to a state only if
there was an adequate response from users
of that response.

Ideally, the number of respondents for
every state should be decided based on
population or number of business clusters
to ensure that the sample is representative
of the state. It is not clear if DPIIT used rep-
resentative samples.

Also, business owners’ expectations
from the governments can differ. Abusiness
owner from Tamil Nadu may assess their
state government’s IT portal differently
from one in UP.

How do these reforms affect
investments?

An analysis by CARE Ratings shows that
"the top-ranking states in terms of ease of
doing business have not necessarily been
associated with higher shares of new in-
vestments announced during the year".

As Table 3 shows, except for Andhra
Pradesh, the top-ranking states as per these
rankings do not have high shares in the to-
tal investment during the year. This is be-
cause businesses respond to other condi-
tions like the availability of skilled labour,
infrastructure, finance, etc.

Inaddition, these rankings do not consider
the cost of doing business, which is what mat-
ters to businesses at the end of the day.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

1, Purushottam S/o Shri Ram
Kishan R/0-C-29, Ram Dutt
Enclave, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi 110059, have changed my
name to Purushottam Tanwar
forall future purposes.

0040548656-1

1, Abhishek Goenka S/o0 Vijay
Kumar Goenka R/o C-14,
Kendriya Vihar, Sec-51 Noida
have changed my minor son’s
name from Harshit Goenka to
Harssh Vardhann Goenka via
Affidavit Dated 14/09/2020
Notary by S.K.Sharma Noida
U.P. 0040548651-1

| Suresh Kumar Jetly S/o Sh. Ved
Prakash Jetly R/0 C-29, Amba
Bagh, Kishan Ganj, North
Delhi,New Delhi-110007 have
changed my name to Suresh
Jetly forall purposes.

0040548679-1

Itis informed to the general
public that | Sanjeev Kumar
Saroha R/0BD 14 F, DDA Flats,
Munirka, New Delhi-110067
also known as Sanjeev K
Sarohahave changed my
name to Sanjeev Saroha for all
future purposes. 0040548708-1

1,V.VIDHYA,W/0-NO.JC-
773684W SUB G.
VENKATESAN,R/O-VILL+POST-
PALASAMUDRAM,VENGALARA
JAKUPPAM-VIA,CHITTOOR
DIST-ANDHRA PRADESH.PIN-
517599,MY ACTUAL DATE,OF
BIRTH 1S.10-05-1986,INSTEAD
OF 05-06-1982,FOR ALL,FUTURE
PURPOSE VIDEO, AFFIDAVIT,
DATE-14-09-2020,BEFORE
MANDAN LAL GUPTA (DELHD).

0040548763-15

1,Jai Karan Singh S/o0-Badri
Singh R/0-Village-Domapur,
Post-Lodhipur,Uttarawa,
Raebareli,(UP),inform that in
my service record my son’s
name wrongly written as Eshu
Singhinstead of correct name
Ishu singh for all,purposes.

0040548305-9

l,Umarfa Rooq S/o-Rafiq
AhmedR/0-1667,Gali Takhat
Wali Suiwalan Daryaganj
Delhi-110002.have changed
my name to Umar Faroogq.

0040548763-10

l,Sumaila Lodhi,W/o-
Mohammad Zain R/0-1653,Gali
Imli Wali Rodgran Lal Kuan
Delhi-110006.have changed
my name to Shumaila Zain.

0040548763-11

l,Satyendra sharma,S/o-
Rajendra sharma,R/0-RZA-
277,Nihal vihar,Nangloi,New
Delhi-110041,have changed
my name to SATYENDRA
SHARMA for all purposes.

0040548763-17

l,Sanjay Kumar,S/o Raghubir
Singh,R/0-B-118,Street.No.9,
Mata-Wali-Gali JohriPur,Delhi-
110094,inform that my minor
daughter’s Shreya school-
record parents-name wrongly-
written Sanjay and Sapna but
parents correct-nameis
Sanjay Kumar and Sapna Rani.

0040548763-7

I,Prerana Mathur W/o Shishir
Mohan Mathur R/0-J-1003, Golf
City, Plot.N0.08, Sector-
74,Noida Distt.-G.B.Nagar,
U.P.,have changed my,name
from Prerana Mathur to Prerna
Mathur. 0040548763-16

I,Mahendra Kumar,S/o Kishan
Chand,R/0 E-19/364,Sector-
3,Rohini, Delhi-110085,have
changed my nameto
Mahender Kumar Chawla.

0040548763-9

I, SAHIL LOY JOE PERIS, S/O
LAWRENCE WILLIAM JOESEPH
PERISR/0O 5, GROUND FLOOR,
SECTOR 15A,NOIDA, Gautam
Budh Nagar,201301, UP, INDIA
declare that there was a
clerical errorin my class
10thand 12th CBSE pass
certificates. My mother’s
name s JYOTI DIWANPERIS’
butitwasincorrectly printed
as ‘JYOTI PERIS’ on my class
10th and 12th CBSE pass
certificates. 00405487031

I, RAJESHKUMAR.S/0O
BASUKIPRASAD SINGH,A-
88,GALI.NO.5 SANJAYNAGAR,
DELHI-33, HAVE CHANGED MY
SON’'SNAME TUSHAR
CHAUDHARY TO TUSHAR.
BOTH ARE SAME PERSON.

0040548725-2

I, POONAM W/0O RAJAN KUMAR,
D-1420,. JAHANGIRPURI DELHI-
33,HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO PURNIMA SHARMA,
PERMANENTLY. 0040548725-3

I, PAREEDHI W/O Dr Dhruv Arora
R/0 22 Paschimi Marg, Vasant
Vihar, New Delhi - 110057have
changed my nameto
PAREEDHI ARORA

0070714323-1

I, Nishtha Bansal,W/o Rahul
Gupta R/0-E-502,Sai Baba
Apartment,Sector-9,Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changed
my name to Nishtha Gupta.

0040548725-11

I, Navleen,W/o mahboob singh,
Add-74, sahyog apartments
mayur-vihar, phase-1, Delhi-
110091, changed my nameto
Navleen Chopra.

0040548725-1

I, Manuel alias Manuel Massey,
S/o MashiDayal R/o C-7/62,
Sector-7,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have changed my
name to Manual Massey.

0040548725-12

I, Manjeeet Singh Hora S/o
Bhupinder Singh Hora, R/0 12-
A/25, WEA Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-110005, Have changed
my name from Manjeeet Singh
Horato Manjeet Singh Hora for
all purposes. 0040548683-1

I, Mamchand, S/0 Devi Ram,
R/0 VPO. Fatehpur Billoch(58),
Faridabad, Haryana- 121004
have changed my nameto
Mam Chand Gautam

0070714324-1

I, MOHAMMAD MAJHARUL
HAQUE,S/O GULAM AHAMAD
R/0-B-249,PREM NAGAR-III,
KIRARI, SULEMAN-
NAGAR,DELHI-
110086.CHANGED MY NAME TO
MAZHARUL HAQUE.

0040548725-8

I, MANOJ KUMAR VARMA,S/O
OM PRAKASH VARMA,H.NO
5864, JOGIWARA,NAI
SARAK,CHANDNI CHOWK
DELHI-110006,changed my
name to MANOJ VARMA,
permanently. 0040548725-7

I, Laltesh Tanwar,W/o Kapil
Tanwar R/0-H.No.CB-56,
Naraina Cantt.,Delhi
Cantonment, Delhi-10,have
changed my nameto LATA
TANWAR for all,future
purposes. 0040548717-1

I, SABINA KHURANA d/o NAND
KUMAR KHURANA r/0 C-45,
Kirti Nagar, New Delhi-110015
have changed my nameto
NEHA BATRA. 0040548704-1

I, Kanchan Bala,W/o Kamal
Khurana R/0-B-1/110,Mayur
Apartment,Sector-9,Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changed
my name to Kanchan Arora.

0040548725-10

1, MOHAMMAD WARIS F/O-AQSA
WARIS,R/0-2297/1,2ND-FLR,
CHATTA MOMGRAN
TURKMAN-GATE,DELHI-
110006,HAVE CHANGED MY
CHILD NAME FROM AQSATO
AQSA WARIS, FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES.

0040548725-6

I, Suresh Kumar S/o Sh. Mahavir
Prasad R/o A-31/18A, Gali No.
2, Chet Ram-Gali, Maujpur,
Delhi-110053.Have Changed
my minor Daughter’'s name
Umayal Bansal to Priyanshi

0040548749-1

I,Kulwant Sethi,S/o-Shri
Harbhajan Singh,R/0-C-
6/79A,Keshav Puram,Delhi-
35,declare that the name of my
wife is wrongly mentioned as
Chranjeet Kaur Sethiin my
Passport.The actual name of
my wife is Charanjeet Kaur for
all future purposes.

0040548763-8

I, jyoti Sharma W/o-
Niamatullah pathanAdd-80-
A,bharat-nagar new-friends
colony New delhi-
110065,.Changed my name to
Raihana pathan.

0040548725-9

I, Shiv Kumari W/o Umapat R/o
Plot No.162 D,Khasra No. 24/8,
E-Block, Bharat Vihar,
Begampur, Delhi-86, have
changed my name Renu to
Shiv Kumariboth are same &
one person. 0040548768-1

1, RAVINDRA SINGH,S/0 LATE
SH.BHAG SINGH R/O-B-
33,SECTOR Gamma-1,
G.B.NAGAR, U.P.201310,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME, FROM
RAVINDRA SINGHTO
RAVINDER SINGH,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040548725-5

I, Abraham Koorlil Ulannan,S/o
Ulahannan Avira,R/0 138-
B,Pocket-6,MIG Flat,Mayur-
Vihar Phase-3,Delhi-
110096,have changed my
name to Abraham Coorlil
Ulahannan. 0040548763-13

I, Kamaljit Kour D/o Roshan
Singhis legally spouse of
266791KHFL Gurmukh Singh
presently residing at village
Singhpora Kalan, Baramulla
(J&K), have changed my name
from Kamaljit kour to Kamla
Kour,and my DOBis 16
November, 1946. Concerned
please note. 0020410919-1

I, Burhan Beg S/o-Mirza Yasin
Beg,R/0-1390 Haveli Kallu
Khawas Bazar Chitli-Qabar
Delhi-110006,changed my
name to Mirza Burhan Beg.

0040548763-12

I, Ageel Ahmed,S/o Iftkhar
Husain R/0-K-17/401,Masjid-
Khalilullah Jamia-Nagar,
Okhla,New Delhi-110025, have
changed my name to Ageel
Ahmad,for all,future purpose.

0040548725-4

I Priyanka,spouse of Sanjeev
Kumar resident of Flat
6131/2,Shantushti Apartment,
D-6,VasantKunj, New Delhi
110070 have changed my name
from Priyankato Priyanka
Sanjeev Kumar vide affidavit
dated 14/09/2020 at New Delhi.

0040548766-1

LOST & FOUND

Itis notified for the information
that my Original Qualifying
Examination Certificate of
Class 10th Year 1995 Roll No.
6111965 issued by CBSE has
been actually lost.Kamaldeep
Singh chawla s/o Lt Sh
Gurpinder Pal Singh D.O.B-
21/06/1979R/0 M-65,First
Floor,Kirti Nagar,Delhi-
110015,IndiaPhone no-
9810779420

0040548655-1

1, Kiran D/o Nand kishore R/o
3200/31, Beadon Pura, Karol
Bagh,New Delhi-11005 | have
Lost My Dublicate Documents
10th class CBSC Marksheet
and Certificate.Roll No.
6419589 (2002)

0040548634-1

ESTATE & PROPERTY

5BHK Flat area 3399.78 Sqft.(GF)
Available for salein
Commonwealth Games Village
Apartments,Near Akshardham
Temple New Delhi, Price-4
Crores Call 91-9899731004

0040548669-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large being informed that my
client Mr. Mohd. Ashfag Khan S/o
Late Mohd. Zahir and Smt. Shabnam
Khan W/o Sh. Mohd. Ashfaq Khan
R/o F-14, DDA Flat, Asaf Ali Road,
Turkman Gate, Delhi-110006 do
hereby debarred/disowned to their
son namely Mohd. Furgan Khan from
their all movable and immovable
properties and severed all relations
with immediately effect them. Any
body dealing with them will do at his
own cost, legal and illegal risk. My
client shall not be responsible for the

S8ME- 34/ DEVENDRA KUMAR
Advocate

Ch.No. M-11, Western Wing, Tis
Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is to inform public at large that my Clients

namely Sh. Mohit Kumar S/o Sh.

Shreekrishan and Smt. Sarita w/o Sh. Mohit

Kumar both R/o H. No. 29, Shiv Mandir wali

Gali Village Dhirpur, Delhi-110009 have

disowned their daughter Namely Miss Tanya

from their movable and immovable properties

and severed all the relations from her as she

has become disobedient and out of their

control, if any person deals with her, he shall

do the same on his own risk and
responsibility.

Sdr-

(P.K. Dixit)

Advocate

CH. NO. A-35, AMARNATH

MONGA BLOCK

TIS HAZARI COURTS,

DELHI-110054

Ph. 9810258923

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY INFORMED
THAT MY CLIENT Sh. NARESH KUMAR S/O
Sh. JAI RAM & Smt. OMWATI W/O Sh
NARESH KUMAR, BOTH R/O WZ-55,
DASGHARA, DELHI-12 HAS DISOWNED HIS
SON AJAY KUMAR & HIS WIFE POONAM
FROM ALL THIER MOVABLE AND
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES/ASSETS AND
HAS SEVERED ALL RELATIONS WITH
THEM DUE TO THEIR CONTINUOUS
DISOBEDIENCE AND ACTS OF OMISSION
ANYBODY DEALING WITH THEM SHALL DO
SO AT HIS/HER OWN RISK AND MY CLIENT
SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY
OF HIS ACT(S) WHATSOEVER, IN FUTURE.
Sd-

(RAHUL TANDON)

ADVOCATE

Ch - 14, CIVIL SUPPLY BUILDING, TIS
HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Smt Usha Rani Jain & Sh.
Rakesh Kumar Jain resident of B-328,
Sector 20, Noida, UP and their daughter
Smt. Preeti Jain have disowned and
debarred their son & brother Sh. Mohit
Jain & his wife Meenakshi Jain resident of
A-1508 Street No. 15, Budh Vihar, Rohini,
Delhi from their all movable and
immovable properties from the date of this
publication. Any person/s, natural or
juristic, firm, institution(s) etc dealing with
them shall do so at their own risk and
consequences with no responsibility to my
aforesaid clients.
Sd/-
YASH KUMAR
Advocate
Chamber No. 921, Lawyers Chambers,
Rohini, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

“Be it known to all that my clients Sh. Mahinder
Pal S/o Late Babu Lat /and Smt. Vinod Kumari
W/o Sh. Mahinder Pal, Both R/o 19/2, Bunglow

and daughter-in-law namely Sh. Nitin Kumar
Goyal S/o Sh. Mahinder Pal R/o 19/2, Bunglow
Park Area, D.B. Gupta Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-05, aged about 35 years and Smt. Neha
Gupta age 31 years W/o Sh. Nitin Kumar Goyal
D/o Late Sh. Shyam Sunder Gupta R/o 7020,
Gali Tankiwali, Pahari Dhiraj, Delhi-06, because
of their unlawfulfillegal conduct with general
public as well as with my client and clientess. |
hereby inform all of you that my clients have
debarred Nitin Kumar Goyal and Smt. Neha
Gupta from their personal life and also from their

properties. Any person dealing with them please

take note of it that my client and clientess would

not be responsible for any legalillegal/uniawful
conduct of their son and daughter-in-law.

Sd/-

S. B. PANDEY

(Advocate )

Ch.No. 251, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Court Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that
my clients Shri Pradeep S/o Late
Munshi Ram and his wife Smt. Omi both
r/o B-93-B, Ground Floor, Khasra no.
144-B, B-Block, Indra Park, Near
Bholaram School, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043 have severed all relations
and social connection with their son
Sumit and his wife Smt. Priya and their
son who are living separately at 111,
RZP Block, Gali no. 31, Gopal Nagar,
Najafgarh, Delhi-110043 as they have
proven  to  be disrespectful,
disobedience and harmful towards my
clients and debarred them from
inheriting movable and immovable
properties of my clients. Any body
dealing with them in any manner
whatsoever shall do so at his/her own
risk and consequences and my clients
shall not be held liable for their acts and
deeds. Sd-
N.K. MISHRA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 568-A, First Floor, W. Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Be it known to all that my clients Mr.
ishore Kumar S/o Late Shri Krishan
umar and Kanchan W/o Mr. Kishore|
umar R/o 281 D, Sector 3A, Second
Floor Front, Rachna, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad-201010 have debarred,
disinherited, disassociated and
severed all their relation with their Son
namely Mr RohitKumar S/o Mr. Kishore
Kumar and daughter in law Smt Nikital
W/o MrRohit Kumar R/0281D, Sector}
3A, Second Floor Front, Rachna,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad-201010 from all
their relations as they are having quite|
disobedient, insolent and hostile
behavior towards my clients and they|
are not under the control of my clients.
My clients will not be responsible for|
any of their dealings and acts in the|
society at large. My clients still out off
love and affection wishes best forthem.
Ambareen (Advocate)
337, Lawyer’s Chamber, Block-1|
Delhi High Court, Delhi-110003

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large are hereby informed that my|
client Ms. Rambha Devi wife of Shri. Ajay|
Kumar Pandey, currently residing at H. No.
RZ155/396, Gali No. 2 Shivpuri, West
Sagarpur, Delhi 110046, intends to purchase
Plot bearing No. RZ- 32 C, Gali No. 9, Khasra|
No. 340, Village Nasirpur, West Sagarpur,
Delhi — 110046 admeasuring 50 Sq.yards (the
Property) from Mr. Praveen Pawar son of Shri.|
Dhanpat Ram Pawar resident of flat No. C-32,|
DDA UG, Pocket 2, Dwarka Sector 7, Delhi-
110075(the legal owner), against consideration.
Any person, who has got, rights, interest, title,
claim, encumbrances, charges of any nature
\whatsoever in respect of the above said
Property or any part thereof, can send their|
objections with their documentary evidence at]
below address within 15 days from the date of|
publication of this notice, failing which, it shall
be presumed that the said Property in entirely is|
free from all such claims, interest, charges,|
encumbrances etc.

Thisnoticeis published on 16th September 2020.
Ravi Sachdeva (Ad:

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice (Through E-Tendering)

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is to inform public at large that my Clients

namely Sh. Krishan Sisodia S/O Sh. Nathu

Ram and Smt. Birhamu Devi w/o Sh. Krishan

Sisodia both R/o H. No. 29, Shiv Mandir wali

Gali Village Dhirpur, Delhi-110009 have

disowned their grand daughter Namely Miss

Tanya from their movable and immovable

properties and severed all the relations from

her as she has become disobedient and out

of their control, if any person deals with her,

he shall do the same on his own risk and
responsibility.

Sd/-

(P.K. Dixit)

Advocate

CH. NO. A-35, AMARNATH

MONGA BLOCK

TIS HAZARI COURTS,

DELHI-110054

Ph. 9810258923

PUBLIC NOTICE
Know all through this notice that my
clients Sh. Raj Kumar S/o Late Sh .
Payary Lal & Smt. Usha Rani R/o
39/1333, DDA Flats, Madangir, New
Delhi - 110062, has severed all their ties
with their son Sanjeev Kumar, Pooja
Dinghra W/o Sanjeev Kumar (daughter
in law) and Vidushi (son's daughter),
disowned & debarred them from all
(movable, immovable) properties.
Whoever does any transaction (of any
kind) or keeps any relation with them
shall do the same on his own risk or cost
and my clients or them family will not be
responsible in any manner whatsoever.
MONIKA SHARMA (Advocate)
Ch.No. 134, Saket Courts, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to public in general; my
client Sh. Sunder Lal Yadav S/o Sh.
Sukhdev Singh Yadav, R/o 72-A,
Shivpuri, Part-Il, Deendarpur,
Najafgarh, New Delhi- 110043 have
severed all his relations from her
daughter-in-law namely Ms. Varsha
Yadav D/o late Sh. Rajpal Yadav and
has disowned her from all her movable
and immovable property because of her
disrespectful, hostile nature and
quarrelsome behavior towards my
client. My client shall not be responsible
for any act done by her in future.
Sd/- Pramod Tyagi (Advocate)
En. No. D-2034/10
CHAMBER NO. 168, CIVIL SIDE TIS
HAZARI COURTS , DLEHI- 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my
client SH. AMAR SINGH S/0 SHIV DAYAL
R/0 A-8, RAKSHA VIKAS APP. VIKAS
PURI, NEW DELHI-110018 hereby sever
all his relations from his son namely
RAVINDER SINGH and duaghter-in-law
SMT. RENU W/0 SH. RAVINDER SINGH
and Grand Daughter DHANI D/O SH.
RAVINDER SINGH and grandson GUNIN
S/o Sh. RAVINDER SINGH due to their
disobeying, misbehaving and hereby
disowned and debarred them from his all
movable and immovable properties
forever. Any person dealing with them
shall be doing so at his/her own risk and
responsibility, in future my client not be
responsible for their any act and deeds.
VIRENDER KUMAR (Advocate)

227, Transport Building, DC, Janakpuri, ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client SMT.
KRISHNA W/o LT. SH. SWARAJ R/o Plot
No. 14, KH. No. 36/4/2, Ramesh Tyagi
Colony, Village Jharoda Majra New Delhi-
110084 hereby give notice to public that
she has disowned and severed all her
relations with her son SACHIN S/o LT. Sh.
SWARAJ has separated from him and she
disown him completely and forever from
her moveable and immovable properties/
assets and her personal life. Anybody
dealing with him in civil and criminal matter
shall be doing at his/her/their own risk,
cost and responsibility.
Sd/-

Dev Raj Sukhija

ADVOCATE

Office: E-7, BQ Local Shopping
Complex, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088

| "IMPORTAN |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in

Name of work

with its location HQ Office.

Provision of IP Phones Exchange for Mechanical Branch E?

Approx. Cost of the work

334,95,196.78 only

Earnest Money Deposit

369,900/-

Address of
the office

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C, Northern Railway,
3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM Office, New Delhi-110055

Date & time for upload the tender/
closing of tender

Tender uploading/closing date & time
14.10.2020 up to 15:00 hrs.

Website particulars & notice board
location where complete details
of the tender can be seen etc.

See the

www.ireps.gov.in & Notice board at S&T
branch, 3rd Floor, DRM office, State Entry
Road, New Delhi-110055

Northern Railway website

Advt. No: 17 /20

National Health Mission

7 Odisha State Health & Family Welfare
=" Society Health & FW Department, Odisha
E-244 Department of Health & FW, Govt. of Odisha
Annex Building of SIH & FW, Nayapalli,
Unit-8 Bhubaneswar-751012
Dated: 16/ 09/2020
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Operation &

Management of Primary Health Center (New) in

offer received shall be ignored.

%3 WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY,

WAGON REPAIR WORKSHOP KOTA JN.
NIT NO. M-324-3-1-1S3834-02 & S-234-3-1-GASCYL-06-RE
Date:14.09.2020
For and on behalf of the President of India, Chief Works Manager, Wagon
Repair Shop, Kota invites E-Tender for following works :- Tender No. - M-
324-3-1-1S3834-02, Description of Work - Implementation of ISO 3834-
2:2005, with documentation, Auditing and Certification with Surveillance
Auditing in wagon Repair Shop-Kota, West Central Railway., Qty. -01 Job,
Approx. Cost of the work in Rs. 188800.00/-, Cost of Tender Form in
Rs.1000.00/-, Earnest money in Rs.3800.00/-, Completion Period - 38
Months, Time & Date of Closing/Opening of Tender - Closing 11.30 hrs on
09.10.2020 & Opening at 12.00 hrs on 09.10.2020., Tender No. - S-234-3-1-
GASCYL-06-RE, Description of Work - Gas cylinder loading/unloading
from into Truck & Tractor trolley in gas section in WRS Kota for two years.
Qty. -408000 Nos, Approx. Cost of the work in Rs. 9,14,736.00/-, Cost of
Tender Form in Rs.2000.00/-, Earnest money in Rs.18300.00/-,
Completion Period - 24 Months, Time & Date of Closing/Opening of
Tender - Closing 11.30 hrs on 13.10.2020 & Opening at 12.00 hrs on
13.10.2020., E-tender notice complete details are available on the web site
http://www.ireps.gov.in and also available on the tender notice board of
progress section in CWM Office, Kota. Offers are acceptable through E-
tender only. Manual offers are not allowed against this tender, and any such

Tender no. 558-Sig-16-Tele-OT-920 Dated: 14.09.2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer, West Central Railway, Kota

&1 AT & SR RTrd 2 138 UR Ud {RET 3 182 UR FdH N

2000/20

KOTA DIVISION

M

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
IT AND COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED
(KPDCL) PDD COMPLEX, BEMINA, SRINAGAR
E-mail: ceo.rapdrp.a@gmail.com
Tel.No: 0194-2490821, Fax No: 0194-2490829
EXTENSION NO. 1

ing items:
a)

following schedule.
21/09/2020
22/09/2020

shall remain the same.

No: CEO-IT/C/ 644-47
Dated: 12/09/2020
DIPK-2329

On the request of prospective bidders, the last date of sub-
mission of online bids against this office e-NIT No. CEO-IT/C/
03 of 2020 dated 18.08.2020 invited for the supply of follow-

70 GSM German Standard Fanfold, 9 inch x 12 inch
size, Pre Printed Bill Form suitable for form/tractor feed
on Line/Dot matrix printers in Four Color Offset Printing
as per given format/sample.
60 GSM, 10 inch x 12 inch size, Continuous Computer
Plain Paper with Engagement Holes suitable for
form/tractor feed on Line/Dot matrix printers.

and uploaded on www.jktenders.gov.in vide tender 1D
2020_PDD_102573_1 Is hereby extended as per the

1. Extended Last date of online bid submission
2. Extended schedule date of technical Bid opening :

All other terms and conditions as specified in the SBD

Chief Executive Officer
IT & Communication Division,

partnership mode under NHM.

anagement of PHCs"

Odisha State Health & Family Welfare Society invites
application from credible entities registered under
Society Registration Act/ Indian Trust Act/ Company
Act./ Institutions like Medical Colleges/Hospitals run
under Govt/ Public Sector/Pvt. Sector for operation &
management of 04 Primary Health Centers (New)
located in remote areas of the State in partnership
mode. The list of the PHC (N)s to be managed is
available in the RFP document.

Sealed proposals as per the prescribed RFP
document are invited from interested eligible bidders
for the "Operation and Management of the PHCs" at
the identified locations of the districts. The eligibility
criteria and detailed requirements for "Operation &

and

submission of proposals are set forth in the RFP
document which can be downloaded from the
website: www,nhmodisha.gov.in. Interested bidders

Sd/-

KPDCL

=k

TAMIL NADU
SLUM CLEARANCE BOARD
TRICHY CIRCLE
EXTEMEION NOTICE

Ral:Tamtder Notice NooS63 &
(ENDEND Daied: 08092020
[ bz ey s b neason, the bargder for
T mirky rentioned inbe stares nifenings

any manner whatsoever.
@: Eferutree faea
= fgavor e feo
S A, 220 A, e s,
TE-uTH g, e, 3T -282007
(CIN No.U31200UP2003SGC027460)
(GSTIN No. 09AACCD0695D1ZS)
sreqare $-fafasr g=mn
1. fafdrsdientor Ho Steteiuue-

/3029-2020: SUE-TET &
ar=ta fren Taferearer™, wer 33/11

FHodi0 Td TA00 e fofen e
T TS &G A HT R
ST AT B THRT SR W HH
¥, g0 AR T 57,000/-,
frferer v1eeh: %0 3,540/~ (STa.
2. wfed), ffemr ger =t ften:
06.10.2020. 2, fafdretertur o
ST THTH/3030-2020 :

SUE-TET & 3T fege aler
T, TIERT A H ISR HIeA,
T2 T TS S0 B & HRU
forgga = farfee =1 vmef qof S
A H AR SR TR A 2,
SRET TRT: %0 42,000/, faferar

JRS Associates, B-EB,‘Seclor 40:
Noida -201301 Dist: Gautam Budh Nagar (UP)

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Shri Ram Niwas Goel S/o
Late Shri Khem Chand Goel and
Smt. Bimla Goel W/o Shri Ram
Niwas Goel both the R/o H. No. 5,
Radhey Shyam Park, Parwana
Road, East Delhi-110051 are
absolute owner of the above said
property and they have severed all
their relations from their son namely|
Rajeev Goel his wife Smt. Deepa
and grandson Master Pratham due
to their misbehavior, misconduct,
bad character and disobedient
attitude towards my clients and
their respective family members. My
clients also debar the above said
persons from their all movable and
immovable properties. My clients
shall not be responsible for any acts,
deeds, transactions done by the
above named persons in future.
Amit Kumar Pandey

Ch. No. 501, Patiala House
Courts, New Delhi-110001

Mob: 9871450318

Public at Large is hereby informed that My
client Mrs. Varsha Jain W/o Mr. Pradeep Jain
declared that she is purchasing the mention
property from Prashant Jain S/o Pradeep
Kumar Jain & Mrs. Shweta Jain W/o Mr.
Prashant Jain. Property Address is First Floor
without roof rights area measuring 70.00
Sq. Mtr. of Property bearing No. C-9/109,
Yamuna Vihar, Delhi. WR.T. this property a
registered will was executed on 23/12/2004
by Mr. Daulat Ram Sfo Kanhaiya Lal in favour
of his 7 grandsons i.e. Sonu Sharma,
Himanshu Sharma, Prakash Chand Sharma,
Gourav Sharma, Saurav Sharma, Deepak
Sharma, Mayank Sharma. If somebody has
any objections regarding this property or will,
please contact me within 10 days at Advocate
PK. Singh, 12A, UGF, Parsvnath Kaushambi
Mall, Kaushambi, Ghaziabad, U.P-201012.
Mob: 9811562662
P.K. Singh (Advocate) Enrl No. D-78/06
Ch.No. D-409, KKD Court, Delhi-32
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fulfilling the eligibility criteria may submit their
proposal(s) with EMD & documents as set forth in this
RFP. If the bidder wishes to apply for more than one
PHC they will have to submit separate proposal for
each PHC along with EMD and documents as set
forth in the RFP in sealed envelope (s) clearly super
scribing the name of the PHC on the envelop (s). The
bidders have to submit their proposal(s) to the
respective District(s) in which they want to apply. The
detailed address for submission of proposal at the
District (s) is mentioned in the RFP document.

Proposal(s) complete in all respect should reach the
District (s) by Speed Post or Registered Post or
Courier only on or before 06/10/2020. The pre bid
queries, if any, are to be addressed in the e-mail ID:
pppcellnrhm@gmail.com latest by 21/09/2020 by
5.00 P.M. The clarification/amendment, if any, due to
the pre bid queries shall only be hosted in the NHM,
Odisha website (www.nhmodisha.gov.in (under

the formats for

Mission Director, NHM & Member Secretary,

‘Tender’ link). The proposal(s) shall be opened in the
concerned district on the date and time mentioned in
the RFP. Name of the PHC and the RFP reference no.
must be super scribed on the sealed envelope.
Incomplete applications/applications received in an
open envelop/applications received after the due
date/from the blacklisted NGOs/ Trusts will
summarily rejected. The authority reserves the right
for cancellation/ modification of guidelines for
selection without assigning any reason thereof. No
personal inquiry shall be entertained

OIPR-10084/11/0010/2021

be

-Sd-

OSH&FW Society

INDIRA GANDHI INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

(A Super Speciality, Autonomous Institute of Govt. of Bihar)

IGIMS Medical College, IGIMS Nursing College
Sheikhpura, Patna-14, EPBX : 0612-2297099/2297631, Website : www.igims.org

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender Notice -03/Manpower/MS cell/2020
The Director, IGIMS, Patna invites E-tender in Two Bid System (i.e. Technical and Financial Bid) from
reputed, experienced and financially sound Manpower providing agencies for different cadre (Unit-'A' &
Unit-'B’) through online e-procurement portal www.eproc.bihar.gov.in

Annexure -1

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION

SIGNAL & TELECOMMUNICATION
DEPARTMENT
PROVISION OF COMPREHENSIVE
ANNUAL MAINTENANCE
CONTRACT OF PASSENGER
INFORMATION SYSTEM
Tender No.. DRM/S&T/Tele(ADI)/07
of 2020-21, Name of Work: Provision of
Comprehensive Annual Maintenance
Contract for three years of Passenger
Information System i.e. Coach Guidance
Display Boards, Train Arrival/Departure
Display Boards, Auto Announcement
System & Digital Clocks, etc. at various
stations (09 nos) of Ahmedabad Division.
Estimated Cost of work: ¥ 1,99,47,489/-
(X One Crore Ninety Nine Lac, Forty
Seven Thousand Four Hundred, Eighty
Nine Only), EMD: % 2,49,700/-, Tender
Closing and Opening Tender : Not later
than 15.00 hours of 12.10.20 and Opening
on date 12.10.20 at 15.30 hours, Websit:

Sl.| Tender Brief Description Qty. |Tender Fee Bid Bid Security
No| Number of Services (In Rs.) |Processing (in Rs.)
1. 03/ Hiring of Manpower on | gervice | Rs. 2000/-| Rs. 1180 25 Lakhs for Un_it""/-\"" &
Manpower | outsourcing basis for | Contract| each Unit| foreach |25 lakhs for unit "B" in
MS cell/ | providing different cadre Unit the form of DD/Pay
2020 of manpower (Unit-'A" & order in favour of
Unit-'B')atIGIMS, Patna. Director, IGIMS, Patna.

Exemption : Govt. ofIndia/State Government departments/Undertakings are exempted from EMD.
Bidders can download complete set of bidding document from e-procurement platform

www.eproc.bihar.gov.in

The e-tender notice and Tender documentsis also available in our website : www.igims.org
Bidders have to submit the bids online only by uploading all the required documents through :

www.eproc.bihar.gov.in

Important Dates
S.N. | Critical Dates Date (DD/MM/YYYY)
a. Tender Publishing date 16/09/2020 www.eproc.bihar.govt.in
b. Document download start date 16/09/2020 www.eproc.bihar.govt.in
c. Document download end date & submission of 06/10/2020 at 3.00 pm on
complete bid documents www.eproc.bihar.govt.in
d. Pre-Bid Meeting 25/09/2020 at 3.00 pm with Director Board room,
company authorization letter IGIMS
Seek Clarification end date 25/09/2020
f. Last date of receiving complete tender document 09/10/2020 till 5 pm
hard copy through speed post/ courier
g. Date/ place of opening technical bid 12/10/2020 at 3.00 pm with Director Board room
company authorization letter.

of E-Tendering: www.ireps.gov.in 190

S. E. RAILWAY — TENDER

e-Tenders are invited by Chief Engineer
(Con)/I/GRC, S.E.Railway for and on behalf
of the President of India for the following
works. Following tenders have been up-
loaded on website www.ireps.gov.in The
tender will be closed at 12.00 hrs. on
closing date. SI. No. & e-Tender Notice
No.; Brief Description of Work; Approxi-
mate Cost; EMD : (1) 4221-GRC-CE-C-
01-36-2020, dated 15.09.2020; Supply
and loading of 50 mm machine crushed
hard stone track ballast into any type of
Railway Wagon/Hopper at Pakur/Barharwa
/Bakudih/Taljhari/Sahibganj/Pinargaria
Quarters for Hatia-Orga section in connec-
tion with doubling work between Hatia and
Bandamunda section (Measurement will
be done at destination); ¥ 6.54 Crore;
% 4,77,000/-. (2) 4227-GRC-CE-C-I-41-
2020, dated 15.09.2020; Supply, fabri-
cation, assembly and erection launching
of steel girders including side pathways
for major bridge no. 59 of span (1x30.5m
open web girder) at Km 460/24-26 including
side pathway for 11 nos. major bridges in
Rourkela-Jharsuguda 3rd line section in
Chakradharpur Division of S.E.Railway;
3 2.79 Crore; % 2,89,500/-. Completion
Period : 12 months for sl. no. 1 and 08
months for sl. no. 2. Closing Date :
06.10.2020 for sl. no. 1 and 07.10.2020 for
sl. no. 2. Interested tenderers may visit
website www.ireps.gov.in for full detail/
description/specification of the tenders and
submit their bids online. In no case manual
tenders for these items will be accepted.
N.B. : Prospective Bidders may regularly
visit www.ireps.gov.in to participate in all

Sd/

- DIRECTOR, IGIMS, PATNA-14

other tenders. (PR-251)

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

Office of the Executive Engineer Quality Control & Procurement
Division, HMT, Srinagar
GIST OF TENDER
e-NIT No:- PHE/QC&PD/08/e-Tender Dated: 12-09-2020.

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, e-tenders are invited on item rate basis in two covers from Govt.
registered / Gem approved manufacturers holding valid CML certification for the manufacture of said diame-
ters of G. I. Pipes who have Supplied Such Items in India and possess Satisfactory Performance and excellent track
record in the said field, with documentary evidence from Respective Govt. /Semi Govt. Departments /Corporations

/State or National level Undertakings for the following subject item.

S Subject of Supply: Estimated | EMD Fee Cost of Validity
No Cost tender of Rates.
Documents

1| Supply of ISI marked GMS Tubes Conforming to IS: 1239 (Part-l) | Rs 15.00 | Rs 30.00 | Rs 2500.00 | 180 days
2004 Sixth Revision read with up to date amendments of assorted | Crores Lakhs from
sizes ranging from 20mm NB upto and including 100mm NB (Light opening
class), 125mm NB upto and including 150mm NB (Medium class) of the
from Govt. Registered / Gem Approved Manufacturers holding valid Price Bid.
CML certification for the manufacture of said diameters of GMS
Tubes required for petty and maintenance works of the Department.

dates given below:

The NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of Quantities (BOQ), set of terms and condi-
tions of contract and other details can be viewed /downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule of

Time Schedule of e-Tender

1 Date of Inviting Tender 12-09-2020...... 10.00AM

2 Documents Downloading Period 14-09-2020 (02.00PM) to 05-10-2020 (02.00PM)

3 Clarification Period 14-09-2020 (02.00AM) to 26-09-2020 (04.00PM)

4 Pre Bid Consultation 28-09-2020 (02:00PM)

5 On Line Document Submission Period | 14-09-2020 (02.00PM) to 05-10-2020 (04.00PM)

6 Date of opening of Cover 1st. 06-10-2020. ...... 02.00PM

7 Tender Document Receiving Authority | Executive Engineer QC&PD PHE Jal Shakti HMT Srinagar. e-mail: xen-
mandp@gmail.com)

8 Tender Inviting Office Executive Engineer QC&PD PHE Jal Shakti HMT Srinagar payable at Srinagar.

9 Document Fee

00050101000051

In the shape of treasury Challan favoring to Executive Engineer QC&PD PHE
Jal Shakti HMT Srinagar payable at Srinagar or e-transfer to J&K Bank A/c No:

10 IFSC: JAKAOCHINAR

10 | Earnest Money

In the shape of CDR/FDR/BG from nationalized banks only having a branch in Srinagar.

11 | Bid Opening Authority

Chief Engineer, Kashmir PHE, Jal Shakti Deptt. Srinagar.

No.: PHE/QCPD/1869-1900
Dated: 12-09-2020
DIPK-5689

Sd/-
Executive Engin

Jal Shakti QC&PD PHE (K)

HMT Srinagal

eer,

r.

New Delhi
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MEANWHILE

Ro0OsA PARKS’ HOME Di1SPLAYED IN ITALY

The Detroit house where US civil rights icon Rosa Parks took refuge after her historic bus boy-
cott is goingon display in Italy. Its the latest stop for the house in a yearsJong saga that began
when Parks’ niece saved the tiny two-story home from demolition in Detroit after the2008 fi-

nancial crisis. She donated it to an artist who rebuilt it for display in Germany; and now Italy.

= [0POFTHE -
WORLD

Anunder-construction
building caught fire in
Beirut on Tuesday. AP

LEBANON
Another Beirut
fire unnerves

residents

AFIRE erupted in a land-
mark building in Beirut's
commercial district on
Tuesday, the second blaze
this month to send shud-
ders through a capital still
in shock after a massive
portblastin August ripped
through the
Mediterranean city. There
were no immediate re-
ports of casualties and the
blaze was quickly extin-
guished, but it left resi-
dents exasperatedinana-
tion that has been
hammered by adeep eco-
nomic crisis and which is
waiting forits politicians to
form a new government.
“It’s terrible. It's unbeliev-
able,” said Joe Sayegh, 48,
who had been on a jog
through the city before
coming to the scene.

USA
House honours
slain Sikh cop

THE US House of
Representatives has unan-
imously passed a legisla-
tion to name a post office
in Houston after Indian-
American police officer
Sandeep Singh Dhaliwal,
who was gunned downin
the line of duty a year ago.
The bipartisan legislation,
Deputy Sandeep Singh
Dhaliwal Post Office Act,
was co-sponsored by the
entire Texas delegation.
“Deputy Dhaliwal repre-
sented the very best of our
community: he worked
for equality, connection,
and community through
hislife of service to others,”
said Congresswoman
Lizzie Fletcher.

ALGERIA
Journalist
sentencedto 2

yearsin prison

AN ALGERIAN court on
Tuesday sentenced jour-
nalist Khaled Drareni to
two years in prison on ap-
peal, reducing his original
sentence, in a trial that
rights group have de-
nounced as violating press
freedom. Drareni, editor of
the Casbah Tribune news
site and Algeria correspon-
dent of RSFand the French
TV channel TV5 Monde,
played a prominentrolein
covering the country's pro-
democracy movement last
year. He was convicted of
“inciting an unarmed
gathering” and “endanger-
ing national unity” linked
to coverage of the protest
movement.

US President Donald Trump speaks prior to signing the deals as Israel PM Benjamin Netanyahu, UAE Foreign Minister
Abdullah bin Zayed and Bahrain Foreign Minister Abdullatif Al Zayani applaud at the White House on Tuesday. Reuters

UAE, Bahrain sign historic pact
withIsrael at the White House

Trump hosts ceremony, says the US-brokered agreements represent major stride

STEVEHOLLAND &
MATT SPETALNICK
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 15

THE UNITED Arab Emirates and
Bahrain signed agreements on
Tuesday for normalising rela-
tions with Israel, becoming the
latest Arab states to break along-
standing taboo in a strategic re-
alignment of Middle Eastern
countries against Iran.

US President Donald Trump
hosted the White House cere-
mony, capping a dramatic
month when first the UAE and
then Bahrain agreed to reverse
decades of ill will without a res-
olution of Israel’s decades-old
dispute with the Palestinians.

Infrontof acrowd of hundreds
of people on the White House
lawn, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu signed accords with
Emirati Foreign Minister Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan
and Bahrain’s Foreign Minister
Abdullatif Al Zayani.

The deals, denounced by the

Is this really ‘peace in the Middle East’?

THE TRUMP campaign
has already brought
out ads saying the
President “achieved
PEACE in the MIDDLE
EAST”. While Trump did help
normalise relations between
two Arab countries and Israel,
the key conflict in the region
remains unaddressed. In the
US, the term “peace in the
Middle East” usually refers to
the Israel-Palestine conflict.
And the Trump administra-

EXPLAINED

tion, under the leader-
ship of Jared Kushner,
failed in a very public
@ bidtofindasolution to
the conflict. The
Palestinians stopped engag-
ing with the Trump adminis-
tration, saying the US only
wanted to dictate terms. It
was after this setback that the
administration sought the
more modest achievement of
bringing the Persian Gulf
countries and Israel together.

Palestinians, make them the third
and fourth Arab states to take
such steps to normalise ties since
Israel signed peace treaties with
Egyptin 1979 andJordanin 1994.

Meeting Netanyahu earlier in
the Oval Office, Trump said,
“We’ll have at least five or six
countries coming along very
quickly” to forge their own ac-

Trump on climate change:
I don’t think science knows

JONATHAN LEMIRE,
AAMER MADHANI,

WILL WEISSERT &

ELLEN KNICKMEYER
SACRAMENTO, SEPTEMBER 15

WITH THE smell of California
wildfires in the air, President
Donald Trump on Monday ig-
nored the scientific consensus
that climate change is playing a
central role in historic West
Coast infernos and renewed his
unfounded claim that failure to
rake forest floors and clear dead
timber is mostly to blame.

The fires are threatening tobe-
comeanother frontin Trump’s re-
election bid, which is already fac-
ing hurdles because of the
coronavirus pandemic, jobless-
ness and social unrest. His
Democratic challenger, Joe Biden,
inhis own speech Monday said the
destruction and mounting death
toll across California, Oregon and
Washington require stronger pres-
idential leadership and labelled
Trump a “climate arsonist.”

Trump traveled to Northern
California to be briefed by
Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom

cords with Israel. But he did not
name any of the nations in-
volved in such talks.

Speaking from the White
House balcony, Trump said:
“We're here this afternoon to
change the course of history.”
Flags of the United States,
Israel, the UAE and Bahrain
were in abundance.

Asatellite image shows the August Complex wildfire, burning
near Chico, California, on Monday. Maxar Technologies via Reuters

and other state and federal officials.
At one point, state Natural
Resources Agency Secretary Wade
Crowfoot urged the president to
“recognize the changing climate
and what it means to our forests.”
“If we ignore that science and
sort of put our head in the sand
and thinkit'sallabout vegetation
management, we're not going to
succeed together protecting
Californians,” Crowfoot added.

Trump responded, “It will start
getting cooler, just you watch.”

Crowfoot politely pushed
back that he wished the science
agreed with the president.
Trump countered, “I don’t think
science knows, actually.”

That striking moment came
on a day of dueling campaign
events, with Trump and Biden
dramatically contrasting their
outlooks on climate change. AP

He called it “a major stride in
which people of all faiths and
backgrounds live together in
peace and prosperity” and de-
clared that the three Middle East
countries “are going to work to-
gether, they are friends”.

The back-to-back agree-
ments mark an improbable
diplomatic victory for Trump. He
has spent his presidency fore-
casting deals on such intractable
problems as North Korea’s nu-
clear program only to find actual
achievements elusive.

Bringing Israel, the UAE and
Bahrain together reflects their
shared concern about Iran’s ris-
inginfluence in the regionand de-
velopment of ballistic missiles.
Iran has been critical of both deals.

But in a sign that regional
strife is sure to continue while
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
remains unresolved, sirens
warning of rocket fire from
Gaza sounded in southern
Israel on Tuesday as a cere-
mony was under way in
Washington. REUTERS

US partners with
SE Asian nations
to counter China

Washington: The Trump admin-
istration has announced the am-
bitious Mekong-US partnership
which aims to curb China's
growing influence in Southeast
Asia and promote economic in-
dependence of partner nations.
Apart from the US, the coalition
includes Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar, Thailand and
Vietnam from Southeast Asia. It
was formally launched after a
virtual meeting on September
11. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said efforts will include
working closely with Japan,
Australia, South Korea, India, and
other like-minded partners. PTI

Trump says wanted
Assad dead in 2017

Washington: US President Donald
Trump said Tuesday he wanted to
order the assassination of Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad in2017
but was advised against it by then
Defence Secretary Gen (Rtd)James
Mattis.“Twould have rather taken
him (Assad) out. I had him all set.
Mattisdidn'twant todoit,” Trump
told Fox News whenasked if Assad
had ordered chemical bombs be
dropped onthe Syriatownof Khan
Sheikhoun in April 2017.PTI

WORLD BODY INCREASINGLY FACING QUESTIONS ABOUT ITS EFFECTIVENESS, RELEVANCE

As UN turns 75, the celebration is muted by calamity and conflict

RICKGLADSTONE
SEPTEMBER15

WORLDWIDE CONTAGION, the
worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression and a warm-
ing planet — not to mention ris-
ing hunger, growing legions of
refugees, xenophobic bombast
from strongmen leaders and a
new cold war between the
United States and China.

The United Nationsis about to
celebrateitsbirthin 1945 from the
ruins of World War II, although
“celebrate” might seem an odd
choice of word amid the long list
of current global woes and the or-
ganisation’s own challenges.

So the marking of the an-
niversary will be muted, and not
only because world leaders will
be unable to gather in person to
raise a glass — the pandemic has
reduced the General Assembly
beginning this week to virtual
meetings. As the world body
turns 75, it also faces profound
questions about its own effec-
tiveness and even its relevance.

“The UN is weaker than it
should be,” said Mary Robinson, a
former UN high commissioner for
humanrightsand the first woman
to become president of Ireland.

When the UNwas founded by
the Allied victors, the goal was to
avertanotherdescentintoanother
global apocalypse. And for all its

shortcomings, the organisation
thatEleanor Roosevelt called “our
greatest hope for future peace” has
atleast helped achieve that.

As he looked ahead toward
convening this year’s General
Assembly, Secretary-General
Anténio Guterres emphasised the
long view. The values embedded
in the UN Charter, he said, have
prevented “the scourge of a Third
World War many had feared”.

Still, the organisation is strug-
gling like perhaps never before.

Whileitis the leading provider
of humanitarian aid, and UN
peacekeepers operate in more
than dozen unstable areas, the
United Nations has been unable
to bring an end to the protracted

The UN headquarters in New York. Reuters

wars inSyria, Yemen or Libya. The
Israeli-Palestinian conflictis nearly
asold as the United Nationsitself.

UN statistics show that the
number of people forcibly dis-
placed worldwide has doubled

Alexei Navalny posted a photo on Instagram showing him in his hospital bed with his wife
and children by his side. AP

Navalny posts photo from
hospital, plans Russia return

ALEXANDER MARROW
MOSCOW, SEPTEMBER 15

RUSSIAN OPPOSITION politician
Alexei Navalny shared a photo-
graph from a Berlin hospital on
Tuesday, sitting up in bed and
surrounded by his family, and
said he could now breathe inde-
pendently following his sus-
pected poisoning last month.
The photo — the strongest ev-
idence yet of Navalny’s advancing
recovery after emerging from a
comalast week — was swiftly fol-
lowed by confirmation from his
press spokeswoman that he
planned to return to Russia.

“Hi, this is Navalny. [ miss you
all,” he wrote in the caption to his
Instagram followers. “I can still
hardly do anything, but yesterday
Icould breathe all day on my own.
Actually on my own.”

The leading opponent of
President Vladimir Putin, fell vio-
lently sick while campaigning on
Aug. 20and was airlifted to Berlin.
Germany says laboratory tests in
three countries have determined
he was poisoned with a Novichok
nerve agent,and Western govern-
ments have demanded an expla-
nation from Russia.

Moscow has called the accu-
sations groundless. Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov reit-

Boris lashes out at EU,
clears Ist hurdle for
Brexit treaty breach

ELIZABETHPIPER
& WILLIAMJAMES
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 15

BRITISH PRIME Minister Boris
Johnson lashed out at the
European Unionon Monday as he
won initial approval for a plan to
breach the Brexit treaty, saying the
move was needed because the
bloc had refused to take a “re-
volver off the table” in trade talks.
Johnsonwon the so-called sec-
ondreading parliamentary vote on
the Internal Market Bill 340t0263.
A wrecking amendment was de-
feated shortly beforehand, though
more will follow as he faces a
growing rebellion in his party.
The EU says Johnson’s bill
would collapse trade talks and
propel the UK towards a messy
Brexit while former British lead-
ers have warned that breaking
the law is a step too far that un-

REUTERS
HONG KONG, SEPTEMBER 15

HONG KONG will reopen bars,
swimming pools and theme
parks from Friday as it relaxes
coronavirus restrictions after
the testing of nearly two mil-
lion people in a programme or-
ganised by the Chinese govern-
ment found 42 cases.

The announcement by the
city’s health secretary, Sophia

over the past decade to 80 million.
The number suffering acute
hungeris expected to nearly dou-
ble by year’s end to more than a
quarter billion, with the first
famines of the coronavirus era
lurking at the world’s doorstep.
Guterres’ entreaty fora global
ceasefire to help combat the coro-
navirus has gone largely un-
heeded. His plea for contributions
toa$10billion emergency coron-
avirus response plan to help the
neediest had, as of last week, been
met with commitments totaling
justaquarter of the goal. That re-
sponse “barely justifies the de-
scription of ‘tepid,’ ” said Mark
Lowcock, the top UN relief official.
The UN was intended at its

New Delhi

Boris Johnson at a Cabinet
meeting on Tuesday. AP

dermines the country’s image.
Johnson said it was essential
to counter “absurd” threats from
Brussels including that London
put up trade barriers between
Britain and Northern Ireland and
impose a food blockade.
“TheEU still have not taken this
revolveroff the table,” Johnson told
parliament “What we cannot do
now is tolerate a situation where
our EU counterparts seriously be-
lieve that they have the power to
break up our country.” REUTERS

HK to open bars, pools after

Disneyland in Hong Kong is
also set to open. Reuters

inception to provide a forum in
whichall countries believed they
had a meaningful voice.

Butits basic structure giveslit-
tle real power to the main body,
the General Assembly, and the
most to the World War Il victors
— Britain, China, France, Russia
and the United States —with each
wielding a veto on the 15-seat
Security Council as permanent
members. The council isempow-
ered to impose economic sanc-
tionsand is the only UN entity per-
mitted todeploy military force.No
permanent member seems will-
ing to alter the power structure.

It is not only on questions of
war and ceasefires where the UN
is struggling for results.

erated Tuesday that Moscow
was open to clearing up what
happened to Navalny, but
needed access to information on
his case from Berlin. He said
Moscow did not understand
why, if French and Swedish lab-
oratories had been able to test
his medical samples, Russia was
not being given the same access.
The case has further strained
relations between Russia and the
West, already at a post-Cold War
low since Moscow’s annexation
of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014
and the attempted poisoning of a
former Russian double agent with
the same Novichok nerve agentin
England in 2018. REUTERS

EU top court
supports net
neutrality rules

London: The European Union’s
highest court has given its sup-
port to the bloc's rules that stop
internet providers from charg-
ing customers for preferential
access to their networks.

The European Court of Justice
onTuesdayissuedits firstinterpre-
tation of the EU’s net neutrality
rules since they were adopted in
2015. The rules require telecom-
munications providers to treat all
data traffic the same, and prevent
them fromreserving better access
for their own services, or selling
bandwidth to big companies like
Google and Netflixwhile leavinga
slower Internet for everyone else.

The court backed the principle
of open internet after Hungarian
firm Telenor Magyarorszag had
sought an interpretation of the
rules. Hungarian regulators had
stopped the company from offer-
ing two “zero tariff” packages un-
der which data traffic used by
some applications and services
didn’t count but traffic for others
was slowed or blocked. AP

mass testing

Chan, comes days after the
Chinese special administrative
region reopened gyms and en-
tertainment venues and in-
creased the number of people al-
lowed to gather to four.

The ban on gatherings of
more than four people remains
in place as does a ban on people
visiting public beaches as au-
thorities called for vigilance.

“We appeal to the public to
not be complacent and let down
their guard,” Chan said. REUTERS

The Sustainable Development
Goals, 17 UN objectives aimed at
eliminating inequities that in-
clude poverty, gender bias and il-
literacy by 2030, are imperiled.

UN veterans say multilateral-
ism — solving problems together,
atenet of the organisation’s char-
ter — increasingly collides with
principles in the same charter
emphasising national sover-
eignty and nonintervention in a
country’s internal affairs.

Theresultis often delays of aid
or denial of UN access to humani-
tarian crises, whether in deliver-
ing supplies to displaced Syrians,
investigatingevidence of Rohingya
massacresin Myanmar or helping
sick children in Venezuela. NYT
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR FPIPPLY OF MESEL ENGRE ALTERN

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR
(Telefax: 0194-2496089, E-mail ID: xenmhchdk@vyahoo.in)

GIST OF E-NIT No: MHCHD/TS /2019-20/lll/e-Tendering
Dated: 14.09.2020

HATIOMAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED
| A Gyt OF India Undertaking |

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

=4 On 16 Sep 1999 No 9420361 Late Rfn Diwakar
4 Tamang of 3/11 GR had made supreme
sacrifice during OP VIJAY (Kargil) in Sep 1999.

SET ALOME WETH ALL AGCESSORES

E-Tandsr Mo. ME2DI12I0S aqied: 03-
09-70, E-Terders ore imated by the
uiiaringfad for e Tekery  wodka:
Karre of Werk: Suppty of Diesed Ergne
Aliester Za) aicng with ol actuddctia
sistabie for et eting b o Frome of Grgses

SIEIAN ROWD, BATHINDA - 151 003 [Ph]
Ph 01164-2370261, Zreddcd, FAX: 01642270463
HOTICE INVITING TEMDER
E-lendinz m twopart id spsiem ang amelind from igiieind ind francialy soumd

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K State e-tenders are invited from registered/

Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and

conb=ciws ior e following aousl rmle con et work

Cofnrimaks Spacficainm Ma REDSOTES
SFECHACMGE. D004 - [Rev-t| wits RCF

gputed/expterifenciﬁd t;ir:ns with .tJ_&K gtate I((}ovt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central All Ranks IT Ko otk - Pericd |Costol| EMD | Torder Bsting| [arcemsie-s miong weh nemes racustos

overnments for the below mentioned work: . i ol | ol |Teder | leanites s pof ROED  sodidhalion

_ _ On 16 Sep 1999 No 9418636 Late Nk Darjey Desirighen M t Ul e o Wl i S P e

Name of Work Est. Cost. Cost of Earnest Time of | Position Bahadur Tamang of 3/11 GR had made R0 AN with ACE Annaans AL0

(Rs.in Lacs) | T/Doc. Money | Completion | of Fund supreme sacrifice during OP VIJAY (Kargil) in KFRWECH | “ARC of Msolaneous Oe | ¥ T 15N [Mnch) Spec G- Dhdons) Set  Tendes Value:

(in Rupees) | (In Rs.) (in Days) Sep 1999. WECIERE | Macharaal Mandenage| 33118 | vag | 1000 | YLE& 5 100 247 20 000 Earnest Monoy: B ;-::r:

1 2 3 4 5 6 Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and (BTN e i f Lk '-:fT il Wi e b e

Providing and Fitting of MCCB 1000 1.10 200 2200 05 Available All Ranks ar AL _:: I:-f ‘EE:I‘IIJ'E"JE"J é:-;;-:;f :—.J.-;.“;

Amp capacity on the output of the i | i B W Tl

630 KVA Transformer along with Fﬂirmlhﬁaﬁdm?ﬁ“ y amy vis] o westa: swm nafioratferifgers com | [ :I:.-PG:M'U"HFWEMIJWHM

allied works in order o connect 600 WREEEEH TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED [ e OV A N TEASY PRONTIE NALAY

Hospi yge ' Kagithapuram - 639 136, Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu Fotbow us i fnatonabiai sar O N7L_Hsan @iGnato FRMFEN HITH A AimLE
ospital, Srinagar ) ! , ! E ] =

E-mail: pmd1@tnpl.co.in, Ph: 04324-277 001 (10 Lines), Extn: 4402/4568

Xt!-d Phone : 28191890

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING — TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE

TAMILNADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.

No.417, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai-600 008.
/ 28190259; Fax: 044 —28190636 E-Mail: equipment.tnmsc@tn.gov.in TEL

)

1. The Tender due dates are extended as follows:

TAMIL NADU CO-OPERATIVE SUGAR FEDERATION LTD

690, ANNA SALAI, PERIYAR EVR BUILDING, 5™ FLOOR, NANDANAM, CHENNAI - 600 035.
Phone : 044-24330083, 24344177, E-mail: tamilnaducoopsugarfederation@gmail.com

E-Procurement Re-Tender Notice

For details visit www.tenders.tn.gov.in and TNMSC website www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in.

Place : Chennai - 600 035.

1. The Tender document Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica- NOTICE INVITING BIDS @ =0T IT==T IS > SAATIIITST
tions, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details | - - T e REAT: TMC/CPOH/PRYJ/20-21/03 B R R
?inogzosz%e?{go(\;\énmg;ied from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in from ;o Material Description B'D;iiue BIDaI::e R 10.09.2020 $-2==far Pifdrar g= 1 IR Ted I, TANRTS
2. The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from Installation, Testing & Commissioning T BRETT T2/ SHewrshl/ft . o 37l et/ 3TR 73 XeTd, FANRIS §IR1HIRA 35 Agufer 3 fordd 3or #ea erd,
15.09.2020 (10:00hrs) to 20.09.2020 (14:00 hrs) in two (02) cover. of Electrical Equipments including STATIRTST Ual 37eht A1 ¥ Fereferiere frerfRe oref o ferar §-ffarand ferfRe s o= f&iies 16.10.2020 1 15:00 ot
3. The bids uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on 1 supply of miscellaneous accessories for 16.09.2020{30.09.2020 W.mﬁﬁa?raﬁih 1 T faRoT 3 TR &
21.09.2020 (15.00 hrs) or any date convenient to the department in the office of TNPL Unit-Il MEP LAY B Pt o foraxor SR et | gt 3t <o | s 1 g
Executive Engineer, MHCHD, Srinagar. Detailed terms & conditions, Tender Fee, EMD, etc. are 1. | TMc/cPOR BT S asﬁ Wﬁ ﬁmmmﬁ # Egies ® . .
Executive Engineer, available in tender document at our websites: www.tnpl.com / PRYJ/04-20-21| 811, ETegife SR - > FIT| 708261872 | 141700- 50007
gr?rﬁa“gl" www.tenders.tn.gov.in ST AT B 3rafen: 24 AR iy gem 1 faf¥: 16.10.2020 fafier 9k & o =g=aw gie=ita sneR: 2ifT 7R =
DIPK-5683 9 DIPR/3443/Tender/2020 TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper ?E R i?[ EEE a$ 9 QER - Fc?:;\!z?ﬁ ST Y 3:35 ) 1 P Sreran ?

http://www.ireps.gov.in TR THY 15:00 Fa1 dab Hfaar Ger @t faf¥r e 3uereer 1@ (2) 3udw fifder # §-fag & sreman
ot 3o w0 ¥ o TR & &1 STt | 39 w8 9vexi &I a1fgd foh 3 310 377U 1LT. Act-2000 3 37=TTd C.C.A.
gRT TR} f&fSTee axarer vamoTgs & 9121 IREPS & da¥Tse R Usiidd x| (3) fHfaer &) &) daa fsfaea ewareRa
Brgaf~aae e U5 ok & faaroia €1 &) qen 3 faxita guR 3= foat oY /e 88 R afe dor= @ o 39 == faar
=& foman Fma qer el dR W s ) e s (4) Ffderaran st et & @rer w0 100/- & A SR W
oR o= e g1 v fosar wan fefRa et ox eaer-ua St ffeer vom F sfeefea @, uega o, e srara
39t ffar sifaamoia anft qur fored &= @ sTRET | (5) ATt vd/372raT Jaisit & FeoR/ShaR aHI-aHy R HuffRa

sl. Equipment and Quantity Tender No sale | Submission | Opening of The following materials are required for fixing rate contract basis St o). vae qen Pt & srafa g1 (6) e Red S arer wsft o Fifarasat gt awanaiika @9 anfd | (7) Fafder
No. with Nos. in Bracket | Period | ofBids Bids to 2020-21 season to all Co-operative and Public Sector Sugar Mills in Tamil Nadu SET Y IR AL YT B IAAIE httpi//www.ner.indianrailways.gov.in TR ¥l ells o fearr mam &1 (8) Frfe s o
Upper Gl Endoscope Entire Set|PKG4/ICB/ Upto | 30.09.2020, |30.09.2020, . . . T TF FIT @ 13T daet e e 372aT ed Y o T A & WIBR 3t AT | (9) fisdt off g o) awiast wewan
(13), Video Duodenoscope with (T:’;'/L:E'&P[{;'CA/ 29.09.2020| 11.00AM | 12.00 PM Online tenders are invited for 50 Kg & T % T IREPS & J99TeT @ RUeTs | TR AT ST WebaT &1 (10) 3eeTsS et R 16.10.2020 @Y
ERCP Accessories Entire Set (10), Polypropylene(PP) bags with inner liner. : TR T
1. | Video Colonoscope Entire Set (12), TNMSC/ENGG/ ypropy (PP) 9 16:00 w2k 7 ikl 21 964/20 (P)
* | Endoscopic Table (20), Endoscopic | 2020 For all other details including detailed NIT (Notice Inviting Tender) visit the e-tender Ed North central raitway www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in
Washer  Disinfector (13), Video | dt.04.02.2020 portal website https://tntenders.gov.in.
Bronchoscope (Flexible) (2) & . .
Ultraslim Video Gastroscope (6) The opening of the Part I will be held on 21.10.2020 at 11.30 AM.

(1) 3udw §-ffaer o gof fexor fafger vow @fea qewmse

New Delhi

DIPR/3440/Tender/2020 General Manager (Equipment) Date : 15.09.2020 DIPR/3431/TENDER/2020 MANAGING DIRECTOR
For suppdy ol LN2 gas and 10711 20240 Teskaical Aid Union Territory Of Jammu & Kashmir
Al asiilize 12 19083020 | 06.10.20200 07 :[IE[I:!:: OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD (R&B)

THE PUNJAB STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS FEDERATION L'I"D. It -fla- GOC- | 153,000 imm apln | BCT2O0 PN DIVISION KATRA )
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i Turwtlurg are bersby mvited for the purchase and supply of leSawing ieme - EL1 200 P Name of the work:- 1) Providing and laying WMM and 25mm thick OGPC on
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inetakalion, tagling and i ] 13.10,2020 T1.00AM | 3200 FM A-11, Sector-24, Noida-201301 (CIN-L74899DL1974G0I007417)
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0 Design, Supply, Inetall- Tachniesl bid oo tods 40 mij & g -Zin- -t -- 25,0000 £ 1F 00 M o al Corrigendum/Addendum, if any, shall be published only on above websites.
alian, Seling end connm- 13.10.2020 rraam harreéls (A0 mij 11.00AM | 1200 FM Executive Director (Materials)
igganng ol Inzlned Bt 02 Hi - s | snnons EL09.2030 | 12902020 Al 12:00 PM | Bisders shal tave Sa pay reguived Tendee Pricedssing fee vcush onirm node snly is, Ihedugh desidieead] cad o paling
Conveyor lor material . 5 A from upto - |Finssesl Bid |rezisterad lor e-sardenng spstem Eh'l:lshmﬂhbrl..drml,llh'cu_hn Eng mode Ln: Crad VDot card, KEFTIRTEE, miamel
shilling & Veka Ladlvinz 1100 A% | 1200FM | aric200n |Basking, For pamicpedisg it the sheas a-lendarn, (e pamies shal hiees i g fenmsetees mgis g wils gu o-Tendaisg pais
Jairy. . :| 13:00 ppd |12 eprec.panjas. gov.in an u-;r: USER 10 anz Passwond we'l in bme. For d:-.-.r;:u.-‘qr.g fander himegh edandenng, procass -, ODISHA STATE MEDICAL

- Ty, pleign sonlBet a-Frotusgiand help desk an gieed Mag D1TZ-2070EY, ZA70E04 1mmadistealy g3 ) procass ol ieely ; -

Wiesipn, Suppiy Technical 81t} . ieiradon and. downinading e lens zaris comgkaied In bma by-he dale of fander azering. For p2dtiznal dalaks reganding o g CORPORATION LTD
irslafalion, festing and 1'\-'"':.;;"':'2” leniiaiis g plEase v walode dpres, penjab goviin Tamder froiersding Fae e Mo - Refurdibia CAD-472 i .
E:n:'::.s‘l:hnhn:':u -I:'l:-I '.'n‘l':'i-lr - ) o | s | 02200 | 12102029 1730 e Epctiam g ] _ (A GOVt._Of 0d|§ha Undertakln_g)

'I_.' 5 "'.-nﬂrnlslhcr U |lI: 2 e : 2 frion Pt |Finmacial Bid | 2ealed Tenders are hereby invited on the prescibed Performa los the purchase of following ibems:- Regd. Office: Odisha State Medical
Ty s n ' Pt Ll X
{Mako- Gha) at Wrka LN | e el 7 A e i any! Corsignes/ Tenter | g n | inani | 8 kil & Corporation Ltd.,

| ....I.I!T‘Hna.lsl.at'} ..... | .-J._ A L ma n e Ef?::ll::l PhDuE|::1II;mH II'.:HUII.r iR Eullirrnll'ldﬂm apgring ol Convent Square, Bhubaneswar - 751 007, Odisha
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Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market; gold per 10 g, silver per 1 kg; Brent crude as of 2300 IST
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PHARMA WATCH
CoviD VACCINE CANDIDATE

Indian Immunologicals
in talks to manufacture
Russia’s Sputnik V; ‘lot of
parameters to consider’

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

RUSSIA’S COVID-19 vaccine
SputnikV has garnered inter-
est from veterinary and hu-
man vaccine maker Indian
Immunologicals Ltd, whichis
currently engaged in talks to
potentially collaborate to
mass manufacture ithere. The
talks, still not finalised, involve
an exchange of information
on both sides to ascertain
whether the Hyderabad-
headquartered firm can suc-
cessfully incorporate the
Russian technology and scale
up production here, The Indian
Express has learnt.

“We are in talks. We are
exploring the option of man-
ufacturing the Sputnik V vac-
cine here after it gets the req-
uisite approvals,” Dr K Anand
Kumar, managing director,
Indian Immunologicals con-
firmed when contacted.
“Right now, we've exchanged
some information that we're
going through and we’ve not
decided onit yet,” he said.

According to Kumar, there
are “alot” of parameters that
will need to be considered be-
fore anything is finalised.

“We have to see whether
the technology can be suc-
cessfully transferred to our
platform and how much we
can produce. We're looking at
the compatibility of what they
have done, whetherit fits with
the equipment we have and
atwhat scale we can produce
this vaccine,” he said.

Sputnik Visahumanade-
noviral vector vaccine, which
basically uses a genetically
modified virus to carry the
code for the cells in the hu-
man body to produce the
spiky outer layer (spike pro-
tein) of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
This is expected to help the
body recognise this spike pro-
teinas aforeign substance and
build an immune response
against it so that it can tackle
the real virus when it tries to
infect.

The vaccine was devel-
oped by Moscow-based
Gamaleya Research Institute
of Epidemiology and
Microbiology and is the first
Covid-19 vaccine to be regis-
tered, though phase 3 trials of

“We're still studying
the information
they'vegivenus...it
might take some time
before anything is
finalised, as the
exchange of
information is still
ongoing.”

K ANAND KUMAR
MD, INDIAN IMMUNOLOGICALS

the candidate had not been
conducted when Russia ap-
proved the vaccine. Post-reg-
istration trials involving
40,000 volunteers are now
underway there, while Brazil's
regulatory authorities are also
expected to grant approvals
following phase 3 trials.

“We're still studying the
information they’ve given us
...it might take some time be-
fore anything is finalised, as
the exchange of information
is still ongoing,” said Kumar.

Queries to Russia’s sovere-
ignwealth fund, the Russia Di-
rect Investment Fund (RDIF),
which has been closely invol-
ved in discussions with vari-
ous countries for supply of
SputnikV, including India, re-
mained unanswered by press
time Tuesday.

Indian Immunologicals
has so farearmarked a capac-
ity tomake around 20 million
single dose vaccines for Covid-
19, which could go up to 200
million if the vaccine is multi-
dose, Kumar said.

The Hyderabad firm also
has an agreement with
Griffith University in Australia
to develop a live attenuated
vaccine. Kumar last month
said ina panel discussion with
Telangana IT Minister KT
Rama Rao that human trials
for thatvaccine candidate are
likely to beginin the first cou-
ple of months of 2021.

Ina press briefing on Sept-
ember 8, Niti Aayog Member
(Health) Dr VK Paul had said
that the central government
had been exploring the possi-
bility of manufacturing Sput-
nik V here when a scale up
would be required. It had also
been looking at conducting
large scale phase 3 human tri-
als of the vaccine in India.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —

Automate NPA
recognition: RBI

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has asked
banks to stop manual inter-
vention and complete the
automation of bad loan
(non-performing assets or
NPAs) recognition and pro-
visioning processes by June
30,2021. ENS

$1bnFDIfrom
Chinain4yrs

New Delhi: Over 1,600 Indian
companies received foreign
direct investments (FDI) of
$1 billion from China from
April 2016 to March 2020, as
per government data.

TKMtoinvest
overs2Kcr

New Delhi: Toyota Kirloskar
Motor (TKM)vice-chairman
Vikram Kirloskar said Tues-
day that the company will
investover Rs 2,000 crore in
the next 12 months, refuting
astatementby a senior com-
pany official that it would
stop further expansion in
India due to high taxes. PTI

Economyto
shrink 9%: ADB

New Delhi: India’s economy
will shrink by 9 per cent this
fiscal, the Asian Developm-
ent Bank said Tuesday. PTI

International market data till 1900 IST

OVER¥12,800 CRINVESTED INDOWNGRADED DEBT SECURITIES US broke trade rules

EPFO looks at criminal actionto by imposing tariffs
recover stresse

AANCHALMAGAZINE &
SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 15

WITH CONCERNS being raised
about the exposure of the Emplo-
yees’ Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO)todowngraded debt secu-
rities, the retirement fund body is
considering exercising all legal op-
tions, including criminal action,
against companies for recovery of
its stressed debtinvestmentsam-
ounting to over Rs 12,800 crore.

At its meeting last week, the
Central Board of Trustees (CBT)
chalked out a plan of action after
discussing the status reports of the
risky investments spread across
companies including Reliance
Capital, DHFL, IL&FS, Yes Bank,
Indiabulls and IDFC, three CBT
members said. Measures for re-
covery will be taken for each com-
pany separately on “priority ba-
sis”, they said.

“The Board has flagged con-
cerns about distressed invest-
ments of the EPFO, pushing for
immediate recovery of the invest-
mentsas early as possible. All pos-
sible legal options will be explored
against these companies, includ-
ing initiation of criminal action if
there is prima facie evidence of a

Need tobe
@® moreopen

EXPLAINE

WHILE THE CBT has sh-
own an intent to recover
the money stuck in debt
papers of stressed compa-
nies, the fact is that, even
as the Centre has been
pushing for transparency
onall fronts, EPFO’s inves-
tments remain largely
opaque. In fact, investm-
entsin stressed firms only
came to light after rating
agencies took action
against the borrowers.

deliberate intentof default,” aCBT
member told The Indian Express.

A senior EPFO official said all
legal options are being considered
and due process will be followed
for recovery, adding, “Adequate
time would be provided to such
companies for aresponse, but if it
is found that they are making pay-
ments to other companies while
intentionally defaultingon EPFO’s
repayments, then criminal action
could also be considered.”

The EPFO has approximately

UNDER GOVT’S PLI SCHEME
Housing electronic parts

manufacturing units: UP,

Tamil Nadu front-runners

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 15

TAMIL NADU and Uttar Pradesh
have emerged front-runners for
setting up of new mobile and elec-
tronic component manufacturing
units, as most companies are said
to have shown more interest in
these two states, according to of-
ficials in know of the develop-
ment.

While Tamil Nadu, which has
a “well-established” logistical in-
frastructure for mobile and related
component manufacturing is
likely to be preferred by Apple’s
contract manufacturer Pegatron,
other Production Linked Incentive
(PLI)scheme applicants are scout-
ing for locations in Noida and
nearby areas of Uttar Pradesh, of-
ficials said.

“These two states already have
the basic logistical and other in-
frastructure necessary formobile
manufacturing. They have also of-
fered additional tax breaks and

24x7 OTP-based cash
withdrawal at SBI ATMs

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 15

STATE BANK of India (SBI) has de-
cided to introduce OTP-based
cashwithdrawal forRs 10,000and
above throughout the day across
all SBI ATMs in the country with
effect from September 18, 2020.

The bank had introduced
OTP-based cash withdrawals of
above Rs 10,000 from 8 pm to 8
am through SBI ATMs from
January 1. SBI debit card holders
will now have to enter OTP sent
on their registered mobile num-
bers along with their debit card
PIN each time, the state-owned
bank said.

Need of the hour: Goyal on India-UK FTA

New Delhi: Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal on Tuesday said he
has proposed to the UK that both
the countries should start engage-
ment for a free trade agreement
(FTA)as “itis the need of the hour”.

India is committed to an FTA
with the UK and it will also be
good for Commonwealth coun-
tries, he said, while addressing
CIl's  India-UK  Economic
Partnership Summit. PTI

other attractive incentives for ini-
tial setting up,” an official who
asked not to be named, said. The
availability of trained labour in
these states have also helped
them pitch themselves better to
companies looking to expand ex-
isting units, the official said.

As many as 22 global and
Indian mobile handset makers, in-
cluding Samsung, Apple’s con-
tract manufacturers Foxconn,
Pegatron, and Winston, as well as
Rising Star are among the appli-
cants for the scheme. Apart from
the phonemakers, nearly 40 elec-
tronic component manufacturers
had also applied to set up new
units or expand existing plants
under the PLI scheme.

The government, in April, no-
tified the new PLI scheme, under
which companies that setup new
mobile and specified equipment
manufacturing units or expanded
their present units would get in-
centives of 4 to 6 per cent on in-
cremental sales from good made
inIndia.

GST taxpayers
to get more help
in filing returns

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

STARTING THIS month, GST tax-
payers will have the assistance of
auto-generated documents detail-
ing tax liability and availability of
input tax credit (ITC) to make it
easier for them to file their
monthly summary returns (GSTR-
3B), the Goods and Services Tax
Network (GSTN) said.

Till now, taxpayers were re-
quired tocompute values but now
the system has been upgraded to
enable linking of summary returns
and the outward supply return or
GSTR-1.FE

Sign of the times, Apple Watch

NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

FROM THE first frame it was clear
this was not a regular Apple event.
To start with, CEO Tim Cook was
not on stage at the Steve Jobs
Theatre. He was downhill at the
Apple Park HQ, talking to the cam-
era from the iconic circular corri-
dor by the curved glass panels.
Then, a minute or so into his
keynote, Cook was talking about
the Apple Watch.

The focus on Apple Watch was
also a sign of the times we are in.
The Apple Watch Series 6 has
many features, but Cupertino was
clear what to highlight first. The

The new Apple Watch being
introduced during a special
eventat Apple’s headquarters
in Cupertino, California, US,
onTuesday. Reuters

blood oxygen reading capabilities
onthe new Watch series will alert
those wearing the smart time-
piece when levels drop,one of the

od oxygen

indicators of a Covid-19infection.
The new version (Rs 40,900 on-
wards)will be powered by the lat-
est S6 chip which will also let it
track sleep. But there was more.
AtRs 29,900, the Apple Watch SE
is a more affordable model with
similar features and a larger
screen, buta processor thatisone
version older.

Apple had stored the big an-
nouncement for the last though:
theall-newiPad Air withadesign
thatlooks more on the lines of the
iPad Pro and a larger 10.9-inch
Liquid Retina screen. For the iPad
Air, there isanew processor, the 5
nanometer A14 Bionic processor,
afirstin the industry. India prices
startatRs 54,900.

Rs 12,874 crore invested in the
downgraded debt securities. Its
investment in Reliance Capital is
pegged at around Rs 2,500 crore;
about Rs 4,300 crore in Yes Bank;
aboutRs 2,500 crore in Indiabulls;
about Rs 1,700 crore in IDFC;
aboutRs 1,300 crore in DHFL; and
about Rs 574 crore in IL&FS.
Investments by exempted firms,
which manage EPF accounts on
their own for their employees, is
over and above this amount.

Responding to an email sent
by The Indian Express, Gagan
Banga, vice chairman, MD and
CEO of Indiabulls Housing Finance
said, “Indiabulls has repaid Rs
1,000 crore out of Rs 2,500 crore
to EPFO earlier this month.”

“Indiabulls Housing Finance is
raising additional equity of Rs
2,200 crore that will significantly
raise our capital adequacy ratio.
While we witnessed adowngrade
from AAA to AA, I expect the se-
curities towitness an upgrade go-
ing forward,” he added.

While IL&FS said it doesn’t
want to comment, no other com-
pany responded to the mails sent.

The EPFO’s stressed invest-
ments had surfaced as early as last
year when, in the aftermath of the
NBFC crisis, many of these debt in-
vestments were downgraded by

dinvestments

rating agencies. The Finance Mini-
stry had also questioned the Fu-
nd’s exposure to IL&FS and other
risky entities before clearing the
interest rate payout for 2018-19.

Due to liquidity concerns, the
EPFO has opted to split the inter-
estrate payout for FY20—8.15 per
cent (estimated at Rs 58,000
crore) based on debt component
will be paid soon, while the re-
maining 0.35 per cent (estimated
at Rs 2,700 crore) will be subject
toredemption of the EPFO’s units
in exchange traded funds before
December 31. At 8.5 per cent, the
EPFinterest rate is ata seven-year
low. If the redemption of units
does not come through as antici-
pated, the 8.15 per cent interest
rate would be the lowest since
1977-78, when the EPFO paid out
aninterest rate of 8 per cent.

Thereturns from the equity in-
vestments of the EPFO, adding up
tooverRs 1lakh crore, had turned
redin2019-20, yielding (negative)
-8.3 per cent. There have been
concerns about the EPFO interest
rate for 2020-21 financial year,
which would be finalised early
next year, given the volatility in
stock markets. The EPFO invests
85 per cent of its annual accruals
inthe debt marketand 15 per cent
in equities through ETFs.

‘Indian startups should cut
reliance on foreign funding
sources like US and China’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

SUGGESTING THAT Indian start-
ups should reduce dependency
on foreign funding sources like
the US and China, the Parliame-
ntary Standing Committee on
Finance called for expansion of
the Small Industries Develo-
pment Bank of India (SIDBI)
Fund-of-Funds vehicle to allow it
to play an anchor investor role.
The House panel, which
tabled itsreporton “Financing the
Startup Ecosystem” in Parliament

on Tuesday, also recommended
the Centre to abolish the long-
term capital gains tax for all in-
vestments in startups made
through angel funds, alternate in-
vestment funds and investment
LLPs.

“...Ataminimum, this should
be done for at least the next 2
years to encourage investments
during the pandemic period.
After this 2 year period, the
Securities Transaction Tax (STT)
may be applied to CIVs so that
revenue neutrality is
maintained,” the panel noted in
itsreport.

on China, says WTO

quately explained why its meas-

REUTERS ures were ajustified exception, the
GENEVA/BRUSSELS, panel concluded.”This panel re-
SEPTEMBER15 portconfirms what the Trump ad-

ministration has been saying for
THE WORLD Trade Organization  fouryears: the WTOis completely

found on Tuesday that the United
States had breached global trading
rules by imposing multi-billion
dollar tariffs in President Donald
Trump’s trade war with China.
Washington says tariffs it im-
posed twoyearsagoonmore than
$200billionin Chinese goods were
justified because China was forc-
ing companies to transfer technol-
ogy and intellectual property. But
the WTO'’s three-person panel said
the US duties broke trading rules
because they applied only to China
and were above maximum rates
agreed by the United States.
Washington had not then ade-

inadequate to stop China’s harm-
fultechnology practices,” US Trade
Representative Robert Lighthizer
saidina statement.

China’s Commerce Ministry
said Beijing supported the multi-
lateral trading system and re-
spected WTO rulings, and hoped
Washington would do the same.

The US could appeal against
Tuesday’s ruling. However, that
would put the case into a legal
void, because the US has blocked
the appointment of judges to the
WTO's appellate body, preventing
it from convening the minimum
number required to hear cases.

Exports shrink for 6th mth in
arow on falling shipments of
petroleum, gems & jewellery

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE NATION'S merchandise ex-
ports continued onits trajectory of
decline for the sixth consecutive
month in August, dropping 12.66
per cent to $22.70 billion last
month, according to Commerce
Ministry data. The drop was ma-
jorlyonthe back of decline in ship-
ments of products like petroleum,
gemsand jewellery, garmentsand

fabrics, leather goods, electronic
and engineering goods.

Imports, too, dropped 26.04
per cent to $29.47 billion in July
from the same period last year,
narrowing the country’s trade
deficitto $6.77 billion from $13.86
billion in August 2019. Petroleum
and crude imports declined 41.62
per centto $6.42 billion, while gold
importsincreased 171.27 per cent
t0$3.70billion — the only product
intheimportcategorytoseetriple
digit growth.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA,

; “e”-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Pl ". OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
“'-;_—;_. KHORDHA (R&B) CIRCLE, KHORDHA
B-249 WORKS DEPARTMENT
Tender call Notice
E-mail- rbcirclekhurda@gmail.com

Bid Identification No. SE-Khordha (R&B) Circle-07/2020-21 Memo
No- Dt. 04.09.2020
The Superintending Engineer, Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha on behalf
of Governor of Odisha inviting percentage rate bid in double cover
system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for Building works as
detailed in the table below:

1. Nature of Work
No. of Work

: Building Works

: 4 Nos

: Rs. 10000.00 (On-Line)

: Special Class A Class & B Class

Available of Bid document : From Dt. 18.09.2020 10.00 AM to
in the Website Dt. 28.09.2020 5.00 PM

Tender Cost

Class of Contractor

6. Date of opening of Bid : Dt. 29.09.2020 at 11.30 AM

7. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Futher
details can be seen from the Website: https:tenderodisha.gov.in.
Any addendum/ Corrigendum/ Cancellation of tender can also be
seen in the said website.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,
Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha
OIPR-34127/11/0011/2021

MGNREGS ODISHA SOCIETY
PANCHAYATRAJ & DRINKING
WATER DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
S.I.LR.D COMPLEX, UNIT-8, BHUBANESWAR-12
Tel. No. 0674-2952205,
e-Mail: dsmnregs @gmail.com/ nrega.odisha@nic.in
17-NREG-11-9170 14336 Date: 11-09-2020
Invitation Of REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (REP)
For CLUSTER FACILITATION PROJECT under MGNREGS

.'i"
i i
by

S

I-15

Request for proposal is invited by Director, Special Projects-
cum-Mission Director, MGNREGS Odisha Society, PR & DW
Department for Selection of Human Resource service Provider
Agency for engagement of Thematic Experts under Cluster
Facilitation Project, MGNREGS. The details relating to the
eligibility criteria, terms & conditions and other information
relating to this RFP can be downloaded from the home page of
PR & DW Department website (http://odishapanchayat.
gov.in/).

Proposal may be submitted to the Director, Special
Projects-cum- Mission Director on the above mentioned
address in a sealed envelope.

The last date and time for submission of the RFP through
SPEED POST/ REGISTERED POST/ TENDER BOX is 7th
October 2020 up to 5.00 PM.

Sd/-
Director, Special Projects-cum-

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LTD.

(A Government of India Undertaking)
Head Office, Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link Project, Satyam Complex,
Marble Market, Greater Kailash, P. O. Sainik Colony, Jammu - 180 011,

Jammu & Kashmir. Tel : +91-191 2484778

OPEN e-TENDER

Tender Notice No. : KR-JK-ST-SIG-TELE-TENDER-03-2020 Date : 15/09/2020
Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd. invites “Open e-Tender” in “Two Packet System”
from experienced agencies for the “Work of Design, Manufacture, Supply,
Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Electronic Interlocking based Signaling
System Compatible for CTC working between Dugga (excluding) - Basindadhar
(including) and Sangaldan (including) Stations with 6 Quad and OFC based
Communication System between Km 66.500 to Km 101.600 (Excluding From Km
73.785 to Km 91.200 of IRCON Portion) of BG Single Line on Katra-Dharam
Section of USBRL Project of Northern Railway in Jammu & Kashmir UT”. Approx.
Cost of the Work : T 77.20 Cr., Earnest Money :  40,10,300/-. Completion Period of
Contract : 18 Months from the date of issue of LOA. Submission of Tender : Up to
15.00 hrs of 29/10/2020. Opening of Tender : 29/10/2020 after 15:00 hrs. Cost of
Tender Form : T 29,500/- (Rupees Twenty Nine Thousand Five Hundred only) to be
submitted only through online payment modes available on IREPS portal. For further
details and updates please visit https://lwww.ireps.gov.in  Amendments/
Corrigendum, if any, would be hosted on the above website only.

= BRIDGE & ROOF CO. [INDIA] LTD.

{4 GOWERNMENT OF [NDNA ENTERPRISE)
B AMD A CIN K. L3P E10WE1906GOE005E01

TARRARG CENTRES, (TH & STH FLOOW, 24, FUSSEL STREET, KOL-Ff

ITEM BRATE Odfer|s) in two part systom are invited from rnpuhuu,l
roscurceful and experenced parlies meetng prescribed qualifying

criteria for following work: ity
31, | Description of work an NIT | Tender Docurment | Due dato of

He. | o, BAR ! ME ) FGO [ NIPOA availahla on AuEmIsAInn
| GEM B&R's Wohaite of Bid
Drid. 14092020
1. |Pro-Qualification Applicalion 14.059.3020 Z24.09.2020

(HIF@A} for seolection of
Consartlum Partnaris &nd
Entoring Inka a agresmant for
Flua Gas De-Sulphurisation
Works at Paras 2250 MW
Tharmal Posar Station i
Maharashira, Pln - 444100

Inferestod resocurcoful Contractors may download the tonder
documenis from Go's Wabsite http:!iwww. bridgeroof.co.in.
Corrlgendum § Addendum, If ary, Shall ba hasted n Co's Wabsite
hitpcfeww aridgoroot.codn only.

————————————————————————

Punjab Siate Power Conporation Limited

I,".i'ﬂ PSPCL

(O/o CE/TS, B-1, Shakti Vihar, Patiala)
Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

217/SS-1l (D)
MANUFACTURE, TESTING, SUPPLY & DELIV-
ERY OF 11 KV VCB Panels (SCADA Compatible)
of assorted types/ratios.

Tender Enquiry No.
Short Description

Quantity Sr. | Description NIT Qty.

No. (Nos.)

1 11 KV Incoming VCB Panels 10

2 | 11 KV Outgoing VCB Panels 73

3 | 11 KV Capacitor Control VCB Panels | 8

4 | 11 KV Bus Coupler VCB Panels 9

Total 100
EMD Rs. 7,70,000/- (Maximum)

Rs. 1,92,500/- (Minimum)
16.09.2020

Start date for Downloading of
Tender specification

Last date of downloading of
tender documents

Last date of Bid submission
Bid opening (Part-l & II)
Tender Documents

19.10.2020 upto 1130 Hrs.

19.10.2020 upto 1130 Hrs.
20.10.2020 upto 1130 Hrs.

Detailed Tender documents can only be downloaded
from website https:/eproc.punjab.gov.in
0172-2970263, 0172-2970284

Contact No. of e-tendering
agency (M/s GePNIC)

Contact Person Office Address

Dy. CE/SS (Design), C-1, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala

In case tender process is not completed due to any reason, no CORRI-
GENDUM will be published in newspapers. Details regarding corrigen-
dum may be seen on PSPCL website www.pspcl.in and
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

Sd/-
Dy. CE/SS (Design),

Mission Director, MGNREGS Odisha Society | | C298/2020 ) PSPCL, Patiala.
OIPR-19001-11/0006/2021 | | 77145/PP Email ID: se-ss-design@pspcl.in
aE B New Delhi Tl B
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SPORT

‘WERNER STARS IN CHESLEA’S WIN

Chelsea began the new Premier League season with a 3-1 win at Brighton and

Hove Albion, with Timo Werner key to the first goal

AP

IPL 2020 SHORT STORIES |

DAVID WARNER

Tik tok, tik tok: How time flies

Tale of a T20 cricketing brat who turned into an all-format batting legend, Warner is an endearing family man and a social media sensation

VISHALMENON
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

IT'S QUITE a story. A hardened professional
known for his imperious batting, snarls and
clashes on field and in stairwells, the vil-
lain in a ball-tampering scandal, moved to
tears on air, and then the impressive crick-
eting comeback. David Warner has perhaps
finally secured what had proved elusive
throughout his career, at times even in his
homeland: genuine love from fans.

Far away from Australia, he has unexpect-
edly gained adulation in India, especially in a
bifurcated Telugu-speaking region united in its
love for their Aussie Tiktok hero.

It was the Indian Premier League ecosys-
tem that not only introduced Warner to the
cricketing world at large but also made him
aware of his own strengths.

[ronically, it was IPL that turned a bats-
man who seemed custom-built for the
shortest format into a Test batsman through
his association with Virender Sehwag, who
was Jambavana to Warner’s Hanuman,
making him aware of what he was really ca-
pable of. And it’s the IPL now that’s made
him an object of endearment among fans
who can’t have enough of the dancing
champion. They love the smiles of his kids
who prance with him and call his wife
Vadhina, sister-in-law, in comments. The
Warner brand is well established, at least in
the Telugu-speaking cricketing world.

It didn’t seem possible in March 2018
when he stepped away from cricket in tears.
Two months after he was handed a 12-
month ban by Cricket Australia for hisrole in
the ball-tampering fiasco, former Australia
pacer Mike Whitney met Warner at Sydney’s
Coogee Oval. He was not there to offer a pep
talk or lecture him on morality. As president
of Randwick-Petersham, Whitney was ex-
cited to have the left-hander playing grade
cricket for his club in the upcoming season.
Warner has been part of the club since 2013,
butrarely found time to play given his inter-
national and IPL commitments.

Australia since World War II. To have a player
of his calibre playing for us was quite special,”
Whitney told The Indian Express. Without any
fuss, he made a seamless shift to grade cricket.
“Before every match, he prepared meticulously,
asifhe was playing a Test match. For our young
blokes, he was an inspiration,” Whitney says.

Unsurprisingly, his presence sprinkled star-
dust rarely seen in those games. More than
6,000 flocked for a game between Randwick-
Petersham and Sutherland Cricket Clubthatin-
cluded players such as Shane Watson, Steve
Smith and Steve Waugh's son Austin.

Looking back, Whitney says Warner was a
revelation. “Through the course of that season
— in two-day games, ODIs and T20s — he av-
eraged over 80. Off the field, he relentlessly
signed autographs. Never said no to anything,
interacted with kids and offered valuable ad-
vice to the juniors in the team. It's something
that never gets talked about. As the president
of the club, I couldn’t have asked for more,” he
says.Inthe dressing room, Warner would nar-
rate stories from his international tours and
the IPL that kept his team-mates captivated.
According to Whitney, “Warner's presence en-
ergised our team”.

SRH’s man for all seasons

Over the years, Warner has had a similar ef-
fect on his IPL franchise, Sunrisers Hyderabad.
He has turned themintoaforce tobereckoned
with, through individual acts of brilliance.

Sample this. Warner scored over 500 runs
in each of his five seasons with SRH, and won
the Orange Cap on three occasions. Overall, he
has scored close to 25 per cent of the team’s
runs, and led them to the title in 2016.

Nevertheless, success on the field can’t re-
move the stains of past misdemeanours. The
ball-tampering incident was not just a one-off.
Over the years, Warner had built a reputation of
beinga brash bully, who would getinto ugly al-
tercations — like the staircase explosion he had
with Quinton de Kock during thatill-fated tour,
or punching Joe Root at a pub in Birmingham.

Following his suspension and the subse-
quentbacklash, it could have gone downhill for
Warner, but for the support of wife Candice and

David Warner’s presence has energised
Sunrisers Hyderabad. SRH/Twitter

Rose. “There’s no doubt in my mind that the
daughters have mellowed him down. I think
fatherhood changes people in different ways.
You've got to work, provide them the best of fa-
cilities, better than what you ever had experi-
enced inyour life. David has got abeautiful wife.
She grew upin the same neighbourhood as he
did, and I dare say that she has been the rock,”
Whitney notes.

Social media superstar

Five months ago, when the world went into
lockdown, Warner tweeted: “Me and Kane
Williamson will be doing Tiktok videos during
quarantine”. And a fortnight later, he followed
itupwithanother tweet: “zeroideawhat's go-
ing on but have been told to do tiktok by my 5-
yrold”. From then on, it's been an all-out bar-

MEN FOR ALL SEASONS

After a dozen uninterrupted
appearances at the IPL, these
regulars boast cent percent
attendance and the eternal
promise of a plucky 13th year of
reinventions. Featuring IPL’s
most prominent mainstays, an
Express countdown to India’s big
sports reopening Saturday night.

opposition bowlers. From posting videos that
show him grooving with his wife and daughters
to lip-syncing popular Bollywood and Telugu
songs and dressing up in a Bahubali costume,
Warner has sent social mediaintoa meltdown.

Social media analyst Gurudutt Biswal be-
lieves Warner was smart in his content creation.
“He is quite popular with the Sunrisers
Hyderabad, which is the reason why he has
been generating so much content catering to
that particular region.”

Since his Tiktok debut on April 18, @david-
warner31’s growth has been nothing short of
phenomenal — racing from O followers to 4.6
million in three months.

Overall, his videos were viewed over 90
million times and garnered 65.7 million likes
during this period. Even a ban on Tiktok im-
posed by the Indian government in late June
didn’t hurt Warner’s popularity.

His popularity on Tiktok has resulted in an
increased fan following on Instagram. His fol-
lowers there numbered 4.1 million on
September 7. Warner joined Instagramin 2016
and till April 2020, had around 2.3 million fol-
lowers. However, since April 18 (coinciding with
his Tiktok debut), his followers have increased
by close to two million. Out of his 4.1 million
Instagram followers, 3.1 million are fromIndia.

Biswal attributes Warner’s rise in pop-
ularity on Instagram to his sensational foray
into Tiktok. “There’s a lot of cross-posting of
content that’s taking place with regard to
Warner. Since Tiktok gives you that flexibil-
ity torepost it on other platforms, we’re see-

well. It's an offshoot of that.”

Family man

In a sense, Tiktok and Instagram have given
Warner the opportunity to change his image
and showcase a contrasting side to his person-
ality that many didn’t know existed. “His ex-
ploitson Tiktok and Instagram were covered ex-
tensively on the news here in Australia during
thelockdown. He always had this reputation of
being a ferocious competitor. But these videos
have shown a funnier side of him. He has ma-
turedalot,and his three daughters and wife have
played akey role in his evolution. This virus has
also given him an extended time to be with his
family in more thanadecade, which he hasused
to his advantage,” Whitney elaborates.

There are sceptics who view Warner's foray
into social media as an attempt at an image
makeover. There are others like SRH bowling
coachMuttiah Muralitharan, who suggestedin
half-jest that Warner was doing it for attention.
“He wants to be in the limelight. That’s why he
is dancing at Tiktok. If I dance, entire India will
laugh,” he said onR Ashwin’s Youtube channel.

Whitney, though, seesit differently. “Evenif
he has done it for an image makeover, he is
showing the world that there’s another side to
his personality. When he looks back, he would
haverealised the mistake that he had commit-
ted. But when it’s all washed up and done,
you're looking at one of the greatest Australian
cricketers to have played the game across all
formats. It (the social media foray) may have
started with a bit of fun and then it went viral.
There will always be critics who will say nega-
tive things no matter what youdo.”

Biswal provides an interesting take. “There
hasn'tbeenasingle negative post from that(ball-
tampering)scandal. Since most of his followers
are Indians, they don't really care about what
happened two years ago in South Africa. Had
theincident happened inIndia, it could still have
madeadifference. ButinIndia, Warner has cre-
ated aname for himself with the IPL” he says.

Whitney concludes ona philosophical vein.
“If people are enjoying watching Warner and
his kids dancing to Bollywood numbers, he is
doing a great service because there’s not a lot

Should have
talked more
about taking a
knee: Langer

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MANCHESTER, SEPTEMBER 15

AUSTRALIA CRICKET coach Justin Langer re-
grets there were not more conversations
among the squad about taking a knee in sup-
port of the Black Lives Matter movement be-
fore matches on the ongoing white-ball tour
of England. While players from the England
and West Indies teams took the symbolic po-
sition on the field before the start of every
match in their three-test series in July, the same
has not happened during Australia’s tour.

Australia captain Aaron Finch previously
said his team decided against taking a knee
after raising the matter with England skip-
per Eoin Morgan because “education around
itis more important than the protest.”

That brought a stinging rebuke from West
Indies great Michael Holding, who has called
the response from England and Australia
“lame.” Asked on Tuesday about Australia’s
stance on the Black Lives Matter movement,
Langer acknowledged it could have been dis-
cussed more upon the squad’s arrival in
England as the first sports team from
Australia to travel overseas since the COVID-
19 pandemic broke.

“In terms of taking a knee, to be com-
pletely honest, we could have talked more
about it perhaps leading up to the first game,”
Langer said. “There was so much going on
leading up to us getting here, maybe we
should have talked more about it.

“What we do talk about within the team,
was that we want to have a response that is
sustained and powerful, and that it can go
not just in one action but a sustained period
not just throughout this series and the sum-
mer but throughout time.”

Langer described Holding, who has been
avocal advocate of Black Lives Matter, as “one
of the great people in world sport, and cer-
tainly our game.”

“Ijust hope,” Langer said, “if it looked like
there was a lack of respect, it wasn’t the in-
tention of our team. We were very aware of
it. When Mikey says what he says, it's cer-

“Davidisoneof thefinest playerstoplayfor  histhree daughters—IvyMae,IndiRaeandIsla  rage, much like the opener’s assault on inga surge in his followers on Instagramas  tosmile about currently.” tainly worth listening to.”
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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consideration. You'll cash in your

rewards next year.

There still seems to be

@ solid support coming
relationship between

the Sunand Venus, your ruler.

that everything, including events

which are frankly unwelcome,

your purse, as you could be

misled or otherwise overcharged.
If colleagues and

@ associates have been
discourage you from

taking the plunge or accepting a

because they wish to hold you

back, but that events have left
occupation of your chart sets you
up for the top job. Canyou take

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

Make the most of all

@ and transformative
experiences which

life and partnerships. However,

some of you may currently feel
other people’s motives. Yet if
someone else has undermined
unintentionally.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
perspective on
current trends, it

luckis smiling on you. The only

problems arise from your own
or take responsibility for your
own intense emotions. You will
aclose partner has been

helping you without your
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep

@ o
mood, anxious to do

your best and eager to take first

general approach to partnerships.

You should now be prepared to

powerful role that other people,

notjust close friends, have to play

foryour patience and
TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21)

from the helpful
What you should realise now is
has apurpose. Keep aneye on
GEMINI (May 22 - June21)

attempting to
tempting offer, the reason is not
them behind. The Moon'’s
the plunge?

those deep, colourful
are taking place in your personal
rather reserved and suspicious of
you, they probably did so

Taking a short-term
@ seems clear that lady
failure to control your passions
soon discover just how much
even knowing.

You're inan ambitious
place. Much depends on your
open up and acknowledge the
inyour affairs.

that the prospects fora

pleasurable holiday or long-

distance adventure have never
been brighter. Make plans now!

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

Some people are

undoubtedly well-

disposed towards

you. Others are not.In
either case your main task is to
manage personal relationships
with tactand wisdom, giving
credit whereitis due. Whena
tricky choice comes up you can
probably both have your cake and
eatit, going for every available
option at the same time.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
The Moon’s
relationship with
your house of
marriageisa

welcome sign that partnerships

will move to a higher level. There
are anumber of issues which
need to be handled with kid
gloves, especially as emotional
undercurrents could lead to
enforced changes before very
long. Tread carefully and with
regard for everyone’s feelings.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)
There s stillachance
that sensational
planetary aspects will
fire yourimagination

and enable you to make

enormous strides. You still have
some way to catch up if you are to
make up for lost ground. Don’t
worry if partners are stressed out.

Life will be more relaxed soon.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

Since Mars and Venus
are sending a mixture
of challenging and
helpful aspects to
your sign, you must expect
partners to keep you on your toes.

For those of you in search of

pleasurable experiences, there

are no limits. And, if you are
hoping to fallin love, hang on; it
could justbe your turn next.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

All the signs are that professional
pursuits are centred
on monetary hopes
and ambitions. Thisis
perhaps not

surprising in view of the need to

deal with what canonly be
described, withno
understatement whatsoever, as
anemergency! And please
remember the old saying,
forewarned is forearmed.
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