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DEEPTIMANTIWARY
&LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

ACKNOWLEDGING THAT “we
arefacingachallengeinLadakh”
where “the violent conduct of
Chineseforceshasbeenincom-
plete violation of all mutually
agreed norms”, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
TuesdaythattheMoscowagree-

ment between External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
China’s ForeignMinisterWang
Yi“if implementedsincerelyand
faithfully by the Chinese side,
could lead to complete disen-
gagement and restoration of
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JAYMAZOOMDAAR&
KAUNAINSHERRIFM
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

FROM THE accused in the
AgustaWestlandbriberycasetoa
ring of juvenileswho stolemo-
bilephones,hundredsaccusedof
financial crime, corruption, ter-
ror, organised crime, smuggling
of narcotics, gold and wildlife
formasignificantchunk,asmany
as6,000,oftheIndianindividuals
monitoredbyZhenhuaData, an
investigation by The Indian
Expresshasrevealed.
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Agusta to fodder
scam,Satyamto
Vyapam,Vadra to
Kumaraswamy,
allonZhenhua
Datawatchlist

ShotsfiredinairnearridgeofFingers3&4,saystopofficer;
MEAofficialmaybepartofnextcommander-leveltalks

CHINA IS
WATCHING

ANEXPRESSINVESTIGATION PARTTHREE

TOOKPLACEAFTERCHUSHUL INCIDENT

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
&KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

BEFORE EXTERNAL Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi
reached an agreement in
MoscowonSeptember10todial
down tensions along the Lineof
Actual Control in Ladakh, the
heightened tensions led to a fir-
ingincidentbetweenIndianand

Chinesetroopsonthenorthbank
ofPangongTso, farmoreintense
than the firing of warning shots
in the Chushul sub-sector, The
IndianExpresshas learnt.
A top government officer,

awareofthedetails,saidthisinci-

dent tookplace during the jock-
eyingfordominatingtheFingers
on the north bank of the lake.
According to the officer, “100 to
200shots”werefiredintheairby
bothsidesontheridgelinewhere
Finger 3 and Finger 4merge be-
foremovingnorthasoneridge.
Both India andChinahad is-

suedstatementsonthefiringin-
cidentintheChushulsub-sector
on September 7 which took
placeonafeaturecalledMukpari
Heights—officials said thiswas
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Tracked by Chinese firm: Over 6,000
accused of financial crime, terrorism, IPL
betting, narcotics, smuggling, big to small

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

A FACE-OFF between India and
PakistanatameetingofNational
Security Advisors of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation(SCO)Tuesday,overamap
that showed Jammu and

Kashmir as Pakistani territory,
ledtoNSAAjitDoval leavingthe
engagement “inprotest”.
Themapwasbeingusedasa

backdrop during the virtual
meetingbyMoeedYusuf,Special
AssistantonNationalSecurityto
PakistanPMImranKhan.
“AtthemeetingoftheNational

SecurityAdvisors(NSAs)ofmem-

ber states of the Shanghai
CooperationOrganisation (SCO),
hosted by the Chair of the SCO
(Russia), thePakistaniNSAdelib-
eratelyprojecteda fictitiousmap
that Pakistan has recently been
propagating,” the Ministry of
ExternalAffairs’officialspokesper-
sonAnuragSrivastavasaid.
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

THESUPREMECourtonTuesday
restrainedSudarshanNewsfrom
broadcastingremainingepisodes
ofashowthatthechannelclaims
“exposes” the “infiltration of
Muslims” inthecivil services.
Thepurposeof theshowwas

to“vilifytheMuslimcommunity”,
thecourt said, andobservedthat
it hadmade arbitrary claims “in
wantondisregardof thetruth”.
“At this stage, prima facie, it

doesappeartotheCourtthatthe
intent,objectandpurposeofthe
episodeswhich have been tele-
cast is tovilify theMuslimcom-
munity. An insidious attempt
hasbeenmadetoinsinuatethat
the community is involved in a
conspiracy to infiltrate the civil
services. Several statements in
the episodes, which have been
drawn to the attention of the
Courtarenot justpalpablyerro-

neous but have been made in
wanton disregard of the truth”,
a three-judge Bench headed by
JusticeDYChandrachudsaid.
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Pullback, peace if China sticks to
Jaishankar-Wang pact: Govt in LS

MINISTRY OF ROAD
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BeforeMoscowpact, Indian&Chinese troops
fired 100-200 rounds onPangongnorth bank

RajnathSinghinLokSabha
onTuesday. LSTV/PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

THE CONGRESS on Tuesday
movedanadjournmentmotion
notice in theLokSabhaover the
“surveillance”ofkeyIndianper-
sonalities, including the
PresidentandPrimeMinister,by
afirmlinkedtotheChinesegov-
ernment, as reported by The
IndianExpressonMonday.
The notice was moved by

Congress leader of the House
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and
MPManickamTagore.
Calling it “amatterof urgent

importance”, Tagore sought an
adjournment to discuss how
“China’sagencies(were)watch-
ing Indian political leaders and
over10,000 Indians, entities
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(Clockwise fromtopleft)
RobertVadra,HD
Kumaraswamy,Madhu
Koda,RamalingaRaju

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

Cong moves adjournment
motion to discuss matter

SC stops show on
‘UPSC jihad’: Bid
to vilify Muslims
with untruths

KEYBUREAUCRATS,
POLICEOFFICERS
UNDERWATCH
PAGE7

GOVTMAYBRIEF
OPPNONCHINA;
MORE REPORTS P5

THE COURT SAID
■“Intent,objectand
purpose... is tovilify the
Muslimcommunity...
Several statements in
theepisodes... arenot
justpalpablyerroneous
buthavebeenmadein
wantondisregardof
thetruth.”
■“India isameltingpot
of civilisations, cultures,
religionsandlanguages.
Anyattempttovilifya
religiouscommunity
mustbeviewedwith
gravedisfavourbythis
Courtas thecustodianof
constitutionalvalues.”

Andhra HC
gags media
on govt FIR
over land
purchase

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,SEPTEMBER15

THEANDHRAPradeshHighCourt
lateTuesdayissuedanunusualor-
dernottodisclosedetailsofanFIR
filed by officers at the Anti-
CorruptionBureau’sGunturPolice
Stationagainstaformerstatelaw
officialandothersregardingland
purchaseinAmaravati.
“Bywayof interimrelief, it is

directed that no coercive steps
shall be taken in furtherance to
(the FIR)which has been regis-
tered after filing of thiswrit pe-
titionagainstanyoftheaccused.
Theenquiry, investigationisalso
stayed. It is furtherdirectedthat
the news in regard to (the FIR,
detailswithheldaspercourtor-
der) ... shall not bemade public
in any electronic, print or social
media, tofoisttheofficeofafor-
mer Advocate General and also
withrespecttotheotheralleged
accusedpersons,’’saidtheorder
byChief Justice JKMaheshwari.
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Pak NSA displays map with J&K,
Doval leaves SCO meet in protest

U.A.E., BAHRAIN SIGN
DEALSONTIESWITH
ISRAEL INWHITE
HOUSE EVENT PAGE 13

THEWORLD

THESCO,which is ledby
ChinaandRussia, does
notallowbilateral issues
tobediscussedat its
meetings.Yet, after
SAARC, ithasbecomethe
latest stage for tensions
between Indiaand
Pakistan.
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Rajnath in LS
peaceandtranquillityinthebor-
derareas”.
Making a statement in Lok

Sabhaafterthegovernment,dur-
ing ameeting of the Business
Advisory Committee, turned
down the Congress demand for
aHouse discussion on themili-
tary standoff saying it is a sensi-
tiveissue,Singhsaid:“Asofnow,
theChinesesidehasmobiliseda
large number of troops and ar-
maments along the LAC aswell
as in the depth areas. There are
several friction areas in Eastern
LadakhincludingGogra,Kongka
LaandNorthandSouthBanksof
Pangonglake.”
“In response to China’s ac-

tions,ourarmedforceshavealso
made appropriate counter-de-
ployments intheseareas.”
He said “in the past too, we

havehadsituationsofprolonged
standoffsinourborderareaswith
Chinawhichhavebeenresolved
peacefully.Eventhoughthesitu-
ation this year is very different,
both in terms of scale of troops
involvedandthenumberof fric-
tion points,we do remain com-
mittedtothepeacefulresolution
of the current situation. At the
sametime, theHousecanbeas-
sured thatwe remain prepared
todealwithallcontingencies”.
“Thisisstillanongoingsitua-

tionandobviously involves sen-
sitiveoperationalissues.Iwould,
therefore, not be able to give
more details in public and I am
confidentabouttheunderstand-
ingof theHouseinthisregard.”
Singh urged the House to

“pass a resolution in support of
ourarmedforces”.
As hemade his statement,

Congressmemberstriedtointer-
vene to seek clarifications. But
Speaker OmBirla did not allow
interruptions.Most Opposition
members, barring theCongress,
satquietly.TheCongresswanted
toknowwhythePrimeMinister
wasnotspeakingontheissue.
CongressMPsdisplayedban-

ners and their leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhurywanted to
speak, but thiswasnot allowed.
Inprotest, theCongress stageda
walk-out.
OntheSino-Indianboundary

dispute, Singh said: “Both India
andChina have formally agreed
that the boundary question is a
complex issue... and have com-
mitted to seeking a fair, reason-
able and acceptable solution
through dialogue and peaceful
negotiations. In the interim, the
twosidesalsoagreethatmainte-
nanceofpeaceandtranquillityin
the border areas is an essential
basisforthefurtherdevelopment
ofbilateralrelations.”
HetoldtheHousethat“China

continuestobeinillegaloccupa-
tionof approximately38,000sq
km in the Union Territory of
Ladakh.Inaddition,undertheso-
called Sino-Pakistan 'Boundary
Agreement' of 1963, Pakistan il-
legally ceded 5,180 sq km of
Indian territory in Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir to China.
Chinaalsoclaimsapproximately
90,000sqkmof Indian territory
intheEasternSectoroftheIndia-
China boundary in Arunachal
Pradesh”.
He said “a key element of

both the 1993 and the 1996
Agreementsisthatthetwosides
will keep theirmilitary forces in
theareasalongtheLineofActual
Control toaminimumlevel…in
late 1990s and up to 2003, the
twosidesengagedinanexercise
toclarifyandconfirmtheLAC.But
thereafter, the Chinese side did
notshowawillingnesstopursue
theLACclarificationexercise.Asa
result, there are some areas
where the Chinese and Indian
perceptionsofLACoverlap”.
BriefingtheHouseonthede-

velopmentsthisyear,Singhsaid:
“Since April, we had noticed a
build-up of troops and arma-
mentsbytheChineseside inthe
borderareasadjacent toEastern
Ladakh.InearlyMay,theChinese
side had taken action to hinder

thenormal,traditionalpatrolling
pattern of our troops in the
Galwan Valley area, which re-
sultedinafaceoff.Evenasthissit-
uationwas being addressed by
the ground commanders as per
the provisions of our bilateral
agreementsandprotocol,inmid-
MaytheChinesesidemadesev-
eral attempts to transgress the
LACinotherpartsoftheWestern
Sector. This includedKongka La,
Gogra and North Bank of
Pangong lake. These attempts
were detected early and conse-
quently responded to appropri-
atelybyourarmedforces.”
He said China violated the

June6agreementbetweenCorps
Commandersonthedisengage-
mentprocessand“createdavio-
lent faceoff on June 15th at
Galwan. Our brave soldiers laid
downtheirlivesandalsoinflicted
costs includingcasualtiesonthe
Chineseside”.
“As wewant to resolve the

current situation through dia-
logue,wehavemaintaineddiplo-
matic andmilitary engagement
with the Chinese side. In these
discussions,wehavemaintained
the threekeyprinciples thatde-
termine our approach: (i) both
sides should strictly respect and
observetheLAC;(ii)neitherside
shouldattempttoalterthestatus
quo unilaterally; and, (iii) all
agreementsandunderstandings
between the twosidesmuchbe
fully abided by in their entirety.
TheChineseside,onitspart,took
the position that the situation
shouldbehandledinaresponsi-
ble manner and ensure peace
and tranquility as per bilateral
agreements and protocol,” he
said.
“Even as these discussions

were going on, the Chinese side
again engaged in provocative
military manoeuvres on the
nightof29thand30thAugust in
an attempt to change the status
quo in the South Bank area of
Pangong lake. But yet again,
timely actions by our armed
forces along the LAC prevented
suchattempts.”

‘USPC jihad’
OnAugust 28, the court had

declinedtoimposea“pre-broad-
castinterlocutoryinjunction”on
theshowtitled'BindassBol',pre-
sented by its editor-in-chief
SureshChavhanke.
An episode of the showwas

broadcastonSeptember10,aday
after the central government
gave it the green light on condi-
tionthat there isno“violationof
theprogrammecode”.
On Tuesday, the Bench, also

comprising Justices Indu
Malhotra and KM Joseph, said
thatthere“isachangeincircum-
stance” fromAugust28when it
had declined to stay the
broadcast.
“Thedrift, tenorandcontent

of the episodes is to bring the
community into public hatred
anddisrepute,”thecourtsaidin
its order. It pointed out that the
ProgrammeCodestipulatesthat
no programme should be car-
riedwhich “contains attack on
religions or communities or vi-
suals orwords”, or has content
that is defamatory, false, or re-
flective of “half-truths and sug-
gestive innuendos”.
“The edifice of a democratic

society committed to the ruleof
lawunder a regimeof constitu-
tionalrights,valuesanddutiesis
founded on the co-existence of
communities,” the court said.
“Indiaisameltingpotofciviliza-
tions,cultures,religionsandlan-
guages.Anyattempttovilifyare-
ligious community must be
viewedwith grave disfavour by
thisCourtasthecustodianofcon-
stitutional values. Itsduty toen-
force constitutional values de-
mandsnothingless”.
The court noted that the

show, which the channel had
beenpromotingwith the hash-
tag“UPSC_Jihad”,containedfac-
tually incorrect statements re-
garding the upper age limit and

number of attempts allowed to
Muslimsinexamsconductedby
the Union Public Service
Commission.
Theorder cameat theendof

an animated hearing during
which Solicitor General of India
TusharMehtawonderedtowhat
extent themedia be regulated,
and pointed out that there had
beenshowson“Hinduterror” in
thepast.
JusticeChandrachudsaidthe

electronicmedia has extraordi-
narily broad access, and can be
usedtotargetcommunities.“This
programmewassoinsidious,”he
said. “Citizens fromaparticular
communitywhogothroughthe
sameexaminationsandgetinter-
viewedby the samepanel...,” he
observed, adding that the show
alsocastaspersionsontheUPSC
examination.
“Howdowedealwith these

issues?Canthisbetolerated ina
free society?... Is this truly exer-
cise of Article 19(1)(a) (the right
tofreedomofspeechandexpres-
sion)?”
Senior Advocate Shyam

Divan, who appeared for the
channel, said hewould strongly
oppose any stay on the pro-
gramme, as itwas a question of
freedom of speech. He argued
that“thereisaforeignfundingis-
sue”thattheprogrammeclaims
to expose, and that the court
should come to any conclusion
only after seeing the entire pro-
gramme,andnotafewextracts.
Justice Chandrachud said:

“Yourclient isdoingadisservice
tothenationandisnotaccepting
Indiaisameltingpointofdiverse
cultures.Yourclientneedstoex-
ercisehisfreedomwithcaution”.
JusticeJosephunderlinedthat

“Nofreedomisabsolute,noteven
journalistic freedom”.He added
that Rule 6 of the Programme
Code notes that cable TV pro-
grammescannotshowanything
that targets a particular religion
oracommunity.
When Justice Chandrachud

said, “This is not a freedom of
speechissue.Whenyousaythere
is a conspiracy byMuslims to
flood the civil services...”, Divan
responded: “We are not saying
that.”
Justice Chandrachud per-

sisted: “When you say students
of Jamia arepart of a conspiracy
to infiltrate civil services, that is
notpermissible. Youcannot tar-
get one community and brand
them in a particular manner.”
Justice Joseph added: “That too
with factually incorrect state-
ments.”
Advocate Gautam Bhatia,

whoappearedforagroupof for-
mercivilservantsseekinganau-
thoritativerulingonhatespeech,
said: “Hate speech undermines
the ideaof a freemarketplaceof
ideas.Thetargetedcommunityis
deprivedoftheopportunitytore-
spondordefend.”He favoureda
restraint order given the nature
of theshow'scontent.
Earlier in thehearing, Justice

Joseph,commentinggenerallyon
TVshows,said:“Iseemanychan-
nelsmute peoplewhen they're
giving their opinion and it goes
against the anchor's views. This
is so unfair... We need debates
whereothersshouldbeallowed
to speak as against the anchor
only.”
The court took a dig at the

NewsBroadcasters' Association,
saying: “We need to ask you if
you (NBA) exist apart from the
letterhead.Whatdoyoudowhen
aparallel criminal investigation
goesoninmediaandreputations
aretarnished?”
SGMehtaargueditwouldbe

“disastrous” for any democracy
to try to control themedia. “The
right of a journalist cannot be
taken away.” Rabid thingswere
beingsaidfromallsides,hesaid–
“butthequestionis,canitbereg-
ulated?”
“Your lordshipsmust have

seen those programmeswhere
“Hindu terror”was highlighted.
The questions is towhat extent
cancourtscontrolthepublication

ofcontent,”heasked.
JusticeChandrachudsaidthe

matterperhapsgavetheoccasion
tolookatwhetherself-regulation
could be put forth. Journalists
must be governed by certain
principles,hesaid.
To Mehta's argument that

one cannot compartmentalise
electronic and printmedia for
regulation, Justice Chandrachud
saidthateventhosewhomaynot
read newspaperswatched tele-
vision.“WatchingTValsohasan
entertainment valuewhereas a
newspaperhasnone.That'swhy
wewanttohavestandards”.
Justice Joseph said the prob-

lemwith electronicmediawas
that it was all about TRPs, thus
leadingtomoreandmoresensa-
tionalism.
Mehta pointed out that dur-

ing the lockdown, aweb portal
hadashowonhowitwouldlead
tofoodscarcityandfoodriotsand
migration.“Idon'tconsideritless
seriousthanathreattocommu-
naldisharmony”.
The court said, “We cannot

saywewon'tregulateelectronic
media just becausewe cannot
control Internet”.

Doval
“Thiswasinblatantdisregard

to the advisory by the host
against it and in violation of the
normsofthemeeting.Aftercon-
sultationwiththehost,theIndian
sideleftthemeetinginprotestat
that juncture,” Srivastava said.
The meeting was chaired by
RussianNSANikolaiPatrushev.
Thenewpoliticalmapwasre-

leased by the Pakistan govern-
ment onAugust 4, a day before
the completion of a year since
special status under Article 370
toJ&Kwasrevoked.Themapde-
picts J&KaspartofPakistani ter-
ritory, aswell as the areas of Sir
CreekandJunagadh.
On Tuesday, sources said,

Indiamade clear its “strong ob-
jection”tothe“illegalmap”even
as the Russian side “tried very
hard” to persuade Pakistan
against its use. Pakistan’smove

was also a “blatant violation of
theSCOCharter”and“againstall
its established norms of safe-
guardingthesovereigntyandter-
ritorial integrityof SCOMember
States”,sourcessaid.
According to sources,

Patrushev, Secretary of Russia's
National Security Council, con-
veyed that hewas “personally
verygrateful”toDovalforattend-
ingthesummit.
“Russia does not support

what Pakistan has done and
hopesthatPakistan’sprovocative
actwill not affect India’s partici-
pation in theSCO,anddefinitely
not cast any shadow on
Patrushev’swarmpersonalrela-
tionshipwith theNSA,” sources
said.
Pakistan's rulingparty, how-

ever, claimedthatDoval’sobjec-
tions to the map were “over-
ruled”. “Today, the Shanghai
CooperationOrganization(SCO)
held its online meeting of
NationalSecurityAdvisorswhere
India’s spurious claimswere re-
jected,” the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) tweeted.
“TheSCOagreedtoPakistan’s

position and Dr. Moeed Yusuf
conductedtheSCOmeetingwith
Pakistan’s newpoliticalmap as
backgroundforthediscussions,”
Khan’spartytweeted.
When contacted, a Russian

Embassy spokesperson inNew
Delhipointedtothestatementaf-
ter themeeting, which did not
mentiontheincident.

Tracked
Among the high-profile en-

tries logged in Zhenhua's
Overseas Key Individual
DataBase (OKIDB) are income-
taxevasioncasesagainst19com-
paniesfoundedbyfriendsorrel-
atives of former SatyamGroup
chairman Ramalinga Raju; the
fodder scamcorruption scandal
whereofficialsandsupplierscon-
spired to fraudulently drain the
Jharkhand treasury; and the
VyapamscaminvolvingMadhya
Pradesh Professional
ExaminationBoard.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi’s son-in-law Robert
Vadra, whose Sky Light
HospitalityPrivateLimited(now
LLP) is being probed by the
EnforcementDirectorate;former
Karnataka Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy, who was ac-
cused of illegally denotifying a
primeplottobenefithisrelatives,
and former Jharkhand Chief
MinisterMadhuKoda,whowas
namedinaredcornernoticeina
money laundering case, are also
mentionedinthedatabase.
The ambit of monitoring fi-

nancialcrimeextendstocasesof
corruption,briberyandfraud.
Also on the list are over 500

entitiesrestrainedforvariousrea-
sons by market regulator
SecuritiesandExchangeBoardof
India(SEBI).Thegranulardatain-
cludeseventhosearrestedforex-
changing demonetised ban-
knotes.
Explainedacybersecurityex-

pertwhohasworkedwithmul-
tiple Indian government agen-
cies: “Weare looking at a crime
mapthatmarksthefault linesin
an open democratic system.
Muchof itmay seemtohaveno
revelatory value but OSINT
(open-sourceintelligence)needs
amassive data analytic frame-
work leading to a fusion centre
where the leads are filtered and
enrichedwithotherfeeds.
That explains the staggering

range of names on the list and
their voluminous records,. The
outcomecanthenbepotentially
manipulated tomeet different
ends—fromassetcultivationand
interferenceinsocialfunctioning
tounderminingorevendelegit-
imisinginstitutions.”
The crime list logs over 100

casesof terror.
These include fugitive

Dawood Ibrahim, late Tiger
Memon;members of Jamat-ul-
MujaheedinofBangladesh(JMB)
investigated by the NIA in the
2014Burdwanblastcase;opera-
tives of the People’s Liberation
Front of India (PLFI) held in
Chhattisgarh in 2013 in connec-

tionwith28casesofkidnapping,
murder,looting,arsonandextor-
tion;andmilitantsofDemocratic
FrontofBodoland(Songbijit)ar-
rested in Assam in 2015 with
firearmsandammunition.
Since themid-1990s, Indian

intelligenceandsecurityagencies
detectedmultiple gun-running
rackets smuggling illegally-pro-
cured consignments of China-
madeweapons to India through
the Sino-Burmese border and
thenviaNorthernMyanmarand
Bangladesh.
Significantly,OKIDBhasover

40 bookmakers accused of bet-
tingandspot-fixingintheIndian
Premier League (IPL) and the
2015 CricketWorld Cup.What
perhapsexplainstheclosewatch
on the IPL is the amount of
Chinese investment in the tour-
nament. Chinesemobile phone
makers Vivo acquired the title
sponsorship rights for the IPL in
2018 for Rs 2,199 crore for five
years.While ongoing border is-
sues forcedVivo to exit the deal
lastmonth, its replacement fan-
tasysportsfirmDream11ispart-
owned by Chinese technology
majorTencent.
Thedatabasealsofocuseson

other specific areas of Chinese
interest such as trafficking nar-
cotics, gold, andwildlife.Due to
its proximity to the Golden
Triangle on its southwestern
border,contrabandnarcoticshas
alwaysbeenaprimeconcernfor
China. Traditionally, China and
Indiahavebeentheworld’sma-
jor producers of opioid and
ephedrine extracted from
plants.
In recent years, the

Directorate of Revenue
Intelligencehasbustedmultiple
China-based syndicates in-
volvedinsmugglinggold.China
remainsamajordestination for
contraband wildlife sourced
from the Indian wild.
Traditionally, red sanders (san-
dalwood), big cat derivatives,
and ivoryhavebeen inhighde-
mand.
Thedatabasehasgranularde-

tails of hundredsof caseswhere
arrestsweremadefortrafficking
drugs and gold, besides those
charged with poaching and
smugglingwildlife, across India.
Theseinclude:
* Six arrested inMumbai in

December 2013 on suspicion of
trafficking1.2tonnesofketamine
worthanestimatedRs118crore.
*Personal securitystaff of an

IPS officer during his tenure in
Chandigarhconvictedin2013for
possessing12kgheroinworthRs
60crore.
* Customs officer charged in

connectionwith an attempt to
smuggle20kgofgold,worthap-
proximatelyRs6crore,intoIndia
throughKochiairport in2013.
*AKotdwarresidentarrested

in 2012 for allegedly smuggling
67kgofelephanttusksworthRs
50lakhintheblackmarket.
Thedatabase includes illegal

organ donations that were re-
ported from hospitals in
Amritsar, Delhi, Mumbai,
Gurugram and Nalgonda.
Significantly,ChinaandIndiaare
among themost popular desti-
nationsforinternationalpatients
seekingorgantransplants.

Adjournment
frompolitics to business, judici-
ary to media, even crime-ac-
cused”.
SourcessaidChowdhuryhad

filedhismotiononline,callingfor
adiscussiononthe“hybridwar-
farewagedagainstIndiaby(the)
Chinesecompany”.
OnMonday, theOpposition

had asked the government to
stepinandorderaprobeintothe
monitoring of over 10,000 peo-
ple in India by the Shenzhen-
based ZhenuaData Information
TechnologyCo.Ltd.
TheCongress saidThe Indian

Express report on the “Chinese
digital surveillance”was “quite
disturbing”, and that itwas im-
portant to knowtheextent of it,
and if therewasmore to it than
collatingdata.Itsaidthedevelop-
ment hadhuge implications for
national security andprivacy of
citizens.
TMC Lok Sabha member

SaugataRoymovedanadjourn-
ment motion on the issue on
Mondayitself.

Andhra HC
“The Secretary, Home

Department,GovernmentofAP,
Director General of Police, A.P.,
shall inform through the
InformationandPublicRelations
Department, Govt. of A.P., to the
effect that no electronic or print
newsitembepublishedwithre-
spect (details withheld as per
court order) connected events
until furtherordersof thisCourt.
Socialmediaposts shall alsonot
bepublishedand, in this regard,
the Director General of Police,
A.P., and the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
Govt. of India, shall take steps to
informtherelevantsocialmedia
platforms/housesinthisregard,’’
theorderstated.
After the FIR was lodged

Tuesday, the former lawofficial,
representedbysenioradvocates
MukulRohatgiandShyamDivan,
moved theHigh Court, alleging
that the state governmentwas
targeting him and sought relief
fromtheHon’bleCourtincluding
agagorder.Thematterwastaken
upbyaBenchofChief Justice JK
Maheshwari.
The petitioner had alleged

that the AP ACB was working
withmalafideintentionsagainst
himandthatthewholeissuewas
beinggivenapoliticalcolourand
amediatrial.
AppearingonbehalfoftheAP

government,AdvocateCMohan
Reddysubmittedthattheprayer
foragagorderwasinfructuousas
thenewswas alreadyout in the
electronicmedia. After hearing
bothparties,theCourtissuedno-
tice in the matter and sought
replies from the respondents
withinfourweeks.

FROMPAGEONE

Before Moscow pact, Indian, Chinese
troops fired 100-200 rounds at Pangong
the first time in 45 years that
shotswerefiredalongtheLAC.
Tilldate,neithersidehasof-

ficiallysaidanythingaboutthe
firingonthenorthbankwhich
tookplaceaftertheChushulin-
cident,andwasbiggerinscale.
While tensions remain on

the ground because the next
roundof talks betweenCorps
Commandersof thetwosides
isawaited, it isnotof thesame
levels as theywere in the first
weekofSeptember,theofficer
said.
“In the first week of

September, therewas a lot of
movement”onboththenorth
and south banks of Pangong
Tso, the officer said,mention-
ing “multiple” incidentsof fir-
ing in the region in the first
weekof September.
There was, he said, “one

small incident” about which,
hesaid,“ourchapsdidn’teven
feelwas serious enough to re-
port”. This, he said, was “the
Mukpari incident, in which a
couple of rounds were fired,
whichwe came to know one
day later”.
“Then on the north bank,

100-200 roundswere firedby
both sides,” the officer said.
“This was near the ridge of
Finger3andFinger4,andfrom
where it starts climbingup.”
In theweekafter thenight

of August 29-30,when Indian
troopspre-emptedPLAmoves
andout-manoeuvred themto
occupy certain heights along
theLAC,puttingIndiainaposi-
tion of advantage, therewere
continuous attempts by the

Chinese to “dislodge” Indian
troops from these previously
unmanned locations.
At several positions in the

Chushul sub-sector, on
PangongTso’s southbank, the
Indian andChinese troops are
less than300metresapart.
Over the next week, India

readjusted itspositionsonthe
north bank of the lake aswell
— Chinese troops have been
sittingontheridgeofFinger4,
which is8kmwestof Finger8
which India says marks the
LAC.
It was during these times

thatIndianandChinesetroops
firedaround100 roundseach,
in the air. In this area too,
troops from two sides are po-
sitioned less than 500metres
fromeachother.
Thesituation,however,has

sincecalmeddown,theofficer
said. “Nowthingshavecooled
downbecause of the talks be-
tween our Defence Minister
andtheirDefenceMinisterand
the ForeignMinisters. The fo-
cus has shifted towards dia-
logue,”hesaid.
While the earlier “aggres-

sion" and constant “intimida-
tion” by Chinese troops, he
said,hadstopped,“theyarestill
there...Theirpresenceisthere,
itdoesn’ttakeverylongtostart
upyourtankandstartmoving
again”.
“Atthemoment,theintim-

idation and aggression have
stopped. The level (of discus-
sions) has gone a little higher.
Militarycommanderswilltalk
of course, we will put across

our point, theywill put across
their point. But I don’t think
theirmilitarycommanderwill
have themandate to agree to
anythingbeyondaminorcon-
cession,” theofficer said.
“Ultimately, itwillbeatop-

driventhing.Thatistheimpor-
tanceofthedialoguewhichwe
are having at the Foreign
Minister-level and Defence
Minister-level,”hesaid.
DefenceMinister Rajnath

SinghmethisChinesecounter-
partWeiFengheinMoscowon
September 4. Jaishankarmet
WangonSeptember10.While
the meeting of Defence
Ministers did not manage to
break the stalemate, the
ForeignMinistersissuedajoint
statement to "continue their
dialogue, quickly disengage,
maintain proper distance and
ease tensions" and work to-
wards new confidence-build-
ing measures" between the
two sides given the existing
trustdeficit.
The two sides have agreed

tohold another roundof talks
between the Corps
Commandersthoughthedate
is still to be decided. The offi-
cerindicatedthatthistime,the
talks may include an official
from theMinistry of External
Affairs.
“They accepted that the

talkswillbethere.Butthedate
is not yet fixed. Once the
agendaisalsoreceived,thedel-
egationlistisreceived,thenwe
will see if should include
somebody from Delhi, from
MEAalso,”hesaid.

Accordingtotheofficer,be-
foreIndiaoccupiedtheheights
along the LAC in the Chushul
sub-sector, Chinawas in a po-
sitionof advantage, andat the
discussionsatthemilitaryand
diplomatic levels, “theywere
trying to bargain for time” as
“at that particular stage they
werebetteroff”and“theyhad
noreasontonegotiate”.
“TheChineseweretryingto

dosimilaractivityonthesouth
bank”of the lakewhen Indian
forcespre-emptedtheirmove.
Now,theheightswhereIndian
troops are positioned “are be-
tweenthetwolines”of thedif-
feringperceptionsofLACofthe
twocountries.
Oncurrentpositionsonthe

Fingerson thenorthbank, the
officer said Indian soldiers
were above the Chinese de-
ploymentonFinger4.
Chines troops, he said, are

“trying to go further up” but
“weare ina slightlybetterpo-
sition, there is a limit to how
muchyoucankeepjockeying”
on that ridgeline, and that the
Chinesewould not be able to
sustain themselves at a point
higherontheridgethanwhere
the Indiansoldiersare.
“Logistically,” the officer

said, the Chinese will “not be
able tostay”wheretheywant
to go, “especially in another
month”when thepeaks start
gettingsnow.The Indianside,
hesaid,hadashorterconnec-
tion to their base at Finger 3
thantheChinesetotheirbase
between Finger 6 and
Finger 7.
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TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER15

TWOCASES of possible reinfec-
tionofcoronavirus,inachildaged
three and another aged14, both
cancer patients, have been
recorded inGurgaon’sMedanta
hospital.Thehospitalsaiditfound
IgG antibodies against the virus
inbothchildrenwhentheytested
positive the second time. It has
reached out to the National
InstituteofVirologyforsequenc-
ingofviralstrain.
A paper titled Covid-19

Reinfection in Two Childrenwith
Cancerhas beenpublishedwith
the findings as a pre-print in
ResearchGate. In the first case, a
14-year-old boy tested positive
again after 71 days. He suffers
from leukaemia andhadunder-
gonetheCovid-19testinJunefirst
weekbeforechemotherapypro-
cedure,whichcamepositive.“He
wasasymptomaticandkeptun-
der isolation for twoweeks. His
subsequent testafter twoweeks
camenegative for Covid-19 and
wewentaheadwithchemother-
apy,”DrSatyaYadav,headofpae-
diatriccancer inMedanta,said.
The14-year-oldwasslatedfor

another roundof chemotherapy
inmid-Augustwhen aCovid-19
RT-PCR test came positive, 71
daysafterthefirst infection.“We
againstoppedthechemotherapy
andkepthimintwoweeksofiso-
lation. Both times, the child had
nosymptoms,”Yadavsaid.
In the second case, a three-

year-oldboywithneuroblastoma
tumour in the stomach under-
went a surgery for tumour and
tested positive for Covid-19 two
weeksafterthesurgeryinJuly.His
cancertreatmentwasputonhold
andhewaskeptunder isolation.
Threeweekslater,hisswabtested
negative for SARS-CoV-2. In

August-end,42daysafterthefirst
infection,hewasre-testedbefore
chemotherapy and the swab
testedpositiveforCovid.
Yadavsaidtheyobservedtwo

values,RT-PCRCTvaluesandIgG
antibodiesBothchildrenhadde-
veloped IgG antibodies when
they testedpositive for the virus
the second time. “Both patients
hadIgGantibodiespresentwhen
theygot the second infection, so
ideally they should not have got
reinfected.Immunesuppression
due to chemotherapymayhave
reactivatedthevirusbutthereare
noreportsofthesameintheliter-
ature,” thestudyobserved.

“Inthe14-year-oldboy,theCT
valueswere high indicating low
viral load, but in the three-year-
old boy the CT valuewas low in
both infections indicatingahigh
viral load. It ispossiblethethree-
year-oldwas reinfected by an-
otherstrain,”Yadavsaid.
Thehospital has reachedout

toNIV,Pune,forawholegenome
sequencing.While several cases
ofpossiblereinfectionhavebeen
reportedbydoctorsinmedicalcir-
cles in India, there isnoscientific
study to analysewhether those
havebeenreinfectionbymutated
strainoraninstanceofviralshed-
dingfromthefirst infection.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

A SEROLOGICAL survey con-
ductedinthefirstweekofAugust
inDelhihas foundthat79of257
peoplewhohad recovered from
Covid-19andwerepartoftheex-
ercise did not have antibodies
againstthevirus.Thefindingsare
inthereportofthesecondround
of the survey carried out by the
statehealthdepartment.
The report also said partici-

pantswhowerelivingorhadever
lived in a containment zone in
Delhi had a "significantly higher
sero-prevalence"thanthosewho
had never lived in one. Around
15,000peopleweretestedinthe
secondroundofthesurvey.Inthe
August sero-prevalence survey,

antibodiesagainstCovid-19were
found in29.1per cent of people,
DelhiHealthMinister Satyendar
Jainhadsaidlatelastmonthwhile
announcingitsresults.
Sourcessaidbloodsamplesof

257peoplewhohadtestedposi-
tive earlier and recoveredwere
also taken during the survey to
test if they had antibodies.
Experts saidpeoplewhohadre-
covered but did not show anti-
bodiesmighthavecontractedthe
diseaseseveralmonthsago,atthe
early stage of the novel coron-
avirusinfection.Sotheirantibod-
iesmighthavedisappeared,they
said.“Butinmostcases,themem-
ory cells would remember the
virus and trigger an immune re-
sponseifapersonwhohasrecov-
ered is again attacked by the
virus,”saidaseniorhealthofficial.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

TWENTY TRAINEE police con-
stables were suspended for al-
legedly violating Covid-19
guidelinesbysteppingoutofthe
police training school (PTS) in
Jharoda Kalanwithout permis-
sion in thenight.
"All the 20 constables have

been placed under suspension
with immediate effect and dis-
ciplinary action is pending
against them. During the first
threemonths of their suspen-
sion, theywilldrawsubsistence
allowanceatanamountequalto
the leave salary...in addition to
dearness allowance based on
leavesalary," theorder states.
According to police sources,

new rules are in place in the
campustopreventthespreadof
coronavirus.
"During the lockdown, they

had directed trainers to stay in-
side the campus for twoweeks
beforebeinggivenaweek'stime
togooutsideforaweek.Usually,
thetraineesareneverallowedto
go outside. They are allowed a
week off on special requests,"
police sources said.
Sources said the incident

took place a couple of days
ago,when the 20 were found
missingfromtheirroomsduring
asurprise inspectionatnight.
"Initialenquiryhasrevealed

theywere present during their
evening attendance, but they
were missing during night
hours when senior officers
came on surprise visit. They all
came back in themorning," an
officer said.
“They will deposit their kit

articles,etcimmediately,”anof-
ficer said.

Cases of possible Covid reinfection
in 2 childrenwith cancer atMedanta

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

DAYSAFTER theDelhi government's
ordertoreserve80%ICUbedsinall33
private hospitals, the Association of
Healthcare Providers of India (AHPI)
has requested the state government
to roll back theorder, claiming itwill
leadtoseriousrepercussionsfornon-
Covidpatients.
Theassociationsaidthattheorder

waspassedbythegovernmentwith-
out consulting theprivate sector and
thatitwillbechallengedincourt,ifnot
rolled back. On Saturday, the Delhi
government ordered all the private
hospitalswith50bedsormoretore-
serveatleast80%oftheirtotalICUbed
strengthforCovidpatients.
The capitalmeanwhile recorded

4,263casesonTuesday,alongwith36
deaths,whichwas thehighest num-
berof fatalities in60days.
Addressingavirtualpressconfer-

enceonTuesday,DrGirdharGyani,di-

rector of AHPI, said “This is a time
whentheprivate sectorhasbeenco-
operativebytakingaleadroleintreat-
ingCovid-19patients.Wewouldhave
desired that the government should
haveinvitedtheassociationforsome
discussion.Wearequestioningtheor-

der on the plea that thiswill not just
exposenon-Covidpatientstotherisk
ofCovidbutalsounderminetheright
of other patients,who are in serious
needofsurgeries/othertreatments,to
accessurgenthealthcare.”
ThesampledataofICUadmissions

collectedfromsomeoftheleadingpri-
vate hospitals in Delhi by the AHPI,
over the last twomonths, showsthat
non-CovidpatientshaverequiredICU
servicesmore thanCovidpatients. In
oneofthesuperspecialtyhospitals,of
the total number of admissions dur-
ing themonths July to August, only
15%were Covid positive patients. In
another tertiary andquaternary care
hospital, those requiring admissions
in surgical ICU stood at 1,605 during
the period from June to August. The
surgeries included cardiac, gastroen-
terology, obstetrics & gynaecology,
urology, ENT/head&neck, oncology,
paediatrics,orthopaedics,transplants
andgeneralsurgeries.
Aseniorofficialfromthehealthde-

partment said theminister had dis-
cussed itwithall the topprivatehos-
pitals in Delhi through a video
conferencecall.“Thisisthetimewhen
all have to come together to fight the
disease. The private hospitals were
reached out by theMinister and all
hadagreed,”saidtheofficial.

Healthcare providers ask govt to roll back
Covid bed demand, claim not consulted

TheDelhigovtorderedallpvthospitalswith50bedsormoretoreserve
atleast80%oftheirtotalICUbedstrengthforCovidpatients.Archive

Survey: No antibodies in
30% of recovered patients

20 trainee
constables
suspended
for violating
Covid norms
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WHEN FORMER JNU student
leaderUmarKhalidwasleaving
hisZakirNagarhomeonSunday
morningtobequestionedbythe
Special Cell, his mother had a
hunch he may be arrested. So
she woke up his three sisters
andmade themsay their good-
byes, and also asked Khalid to
call his two other sisters in the
USandUK.
On Sunday evening, after a

day of questioning, Khalid was
arrested under the stringent
UAPA.
“In theUS, itwas thedeadof

thenight, but Iwashoping they
wouldpickupandUmarwould
get to speak to them. One can’t
be sure, but Ihada feeling there
was a high chance hewould be
arrested.Wewerebothtryingto
give each other strength. I kept
telling Umar, ‘darna nahi (don’t
be scared)’, and he kept telling
me, ‘Ammiaapghabraiyeganahi
(Ammi, don’t worry)’,” Khalid’s
mother Sabiha Khanum (53)
toldTheIndianExpressatherres-
idenceTuesday.
ShesaidDelhiPolice’sSpecial

Cell had first sent summons on
Friday,butweretoldKhalidisnot
in town. “When we received
summonsagainthenextdayfor
him to appear on Sunday, it
mademewonderwhat the ur-
gencywas. I had a feeling then
that this could happen. As the

clock kept ticking, I figured out
somethingwaswrong.Wewere
calling(herhusband)everyhour
togetupdates,” saidKhanum.
“I think theDelhi Police also

knows that the people they are
pickinguphavenoroletoplayin
theDelhi riots but theywant to
setanarrative.Thesearrestsare
beingdonetobreakthecourage
and the spirit of the anti-CAA
protests and harass anybody
who has dared to speak up
against the government. If they
feel theywill succeed, they are
mistaken,” she saidwith a faint
smile.
KhanumsaidshefindsDelhi

Police’sclaimsandnewsreports
ofKhalidbeingconnectedtothe
Popular Front of India or SDPI
“rubbish”. “There is absolutely
no truth in this. He is very clear
about his politics; we (his par-
ents) even have ideological dif-

ferenceswithhimwhenhecalls
himself an atheist, but we are
standing strongbehindhim.He
hasonlyeverwantedtohelpthe
disadvantaged and downtrod-
den. He’s a very soft-hearted
man,” saidKhanum.
Khalid’s youngest sisterwas

13 years old when hewas first
arrested for alleged sedition in
February 2016 over an event in
JNU. “That arrest formed the
baseforme. Ibecamealotmore
politically aware. Others inmy
classarenotsoaware.Asasister,
IdidthinksometimesthatUmar
bhai shouldnotbe sopolitically
activetobesafe,butmyparents
alwayssaid, ‘Humkoigalatkaam
thodi kar rahen hain (we’re not
doing anything wrong)’,” said
SarahFatima(17),whoisnowin
class11.
BothFatimaandKhanumsaid

2016hadshakenthemsincethey
weren’t prepared, but this arrest
wasdifferent.“ThistimeIwassad
butnotshocked.Thegovernment
is going after anyone they con-
sider anti-national. Umar bhai’s
name and the religious identity
associatedwith it is a big factor.
Otherwisewhyis therenomen-
tionofKapilMishraanywherein
theFIRsorchargesheet?”
Khanumsaid the familyhad

not shed a single tear since the
recent arrest. “Umar is strong
andwearebeingstrongforhim.
Our extended relatives are cry-
ing but I haven’t become emo-
tional. I’m consoling them. This
isnot the time,” shesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

INRESPONSEtoaletterbyretired
IPS officer Julio Ribeiro, Delhi
Police Commissioner S N
Shrivastavahaswrittenbacksay-
ingtheirprobeintotheNortheast
Delhiriotsis"guidedbyfactsand
evidence, not by reputation and
personalities”.
“Whilewedonot differenti-

ateacomplainantonthebasisof
caste or religion, itmaybemen-
tioned solely for the purpose of
clearing anydoubt in theminds
ofpeoplequestioningourprobe,
thatmorethan410FIRswerereg-
isteredon the complaints ofmi-
nority community. The other
community accounted for over
190FIRs.Theremainingwerereg-
isteredonthebasisofdailydiary
entries,”hewrote.
OnSeptember12,Ribeiro,the

formerMumbaipolice commis-
sioner,wrotetoShrivastava,ques-
tioning the probe into the
Februaryriotswhichleft53dead.
Hewrotethatpolicewereacting
against “peaceful protesters”
whileignoringseniorBJPleaders
whomadeprovocative,commu-
nalpublic speeches in thebuild-
uptotheviolence.
TwodaysafterRibeiro'sletter,

nineretiredIPSofficersalsoques-
tioned theDelhi Police's investi-
gationinanopenletter.
Shrivastava responded: "Asa

careerpoliceofficerwhohasheld
numerousresponsiblepositions,
youareawareofthefalsepercep-
tionsoftencreatedby interested
groups.Thereareseveralentities
whohavetheirreasonstoweave
awebofdeceptionandtopusha
falsenarrativeof bias and insen-
sitivityonthepartofthepolice.It
is best that the criminal justice
system...may be allowedwork,
lest lendingone’snameinadver-
tentlyimpartsafalseauraofcred-
ibility and authenticity to these
concoctedandmotivatedstories.
Also,anybodyaggrievedwiththe
investigationcanalwaysseekju-
dicialremedies."
Shrivastava added, "...we in

Delhi Police are serving theoath
andtheConstitutionwithconvic-
tion, integrity and sensitivity,
without fear of any self-pro-
claimed 'true patriots' or favour
towardsanyclass, creedorcom-
munity."
Shrivastava alsowrote that

Delhi Police has “arrested 1,571
personsirrespectiveoftheircaste
or religion. The arrestees are al-
most equally distributed among
bothcommunities."
Hefurtherwrote,"You,Sir,are

knownas anofficerwhoalways
stoodbyhisconvictions,irrespec-
tiveofextraneousconsiderations.
Surely,youwouldnotgrudgethe
sameindependence,honestyand
courageoftheirconvictionstothe
officers of Delhi Police conduct-
ingtheseinvestigations.”

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

THEDELHIHigh Court Tuesday
pulledupTiharjailauthoritiesand
asked themto substantiate their
statement that the Alumni
AssociationofJamiaMilliaIslamia
president Shifa ur Rehman de-
clined to attendavideomeeting
withhislawyerandthatopportu-
nitieswereprovidedtohimorhis
counselforthepurpose.
“In this country, you cannot

simply pick somebody and put
him in jail and tell him that you
cannotmeetevenyour lawyer,”
Justice Vibhu Bakhru observed.
Thecourtwashearingapetition

by Rehman regarding the ex-
tended time period granted to
Delhi Police’s Special Cell for
probe into theUAPA case regis-
tered against him and others in
connection with the anti-CAA
protests.
Oneoftheissuesraisedinthe

petition is regarding thealleged
denial of grant of access to
Rehman’slawyersdespiteorders
passed by a lower court in July
asking authorities to consider
theprayerforarrangingameet-
ing between Rehman and his
counsel. Advocate Amit Bhalla,
whorepresentsRehman,hasar-
guedthatthehearingsprovided
beforecourtstohimarenohear-
ings inabsenceof a lawyer.

While jail authorities sub-
mitted that it is not that he has
been told he cannot meet his
lawyer, the court observed that
“you have frustrated every at-

temptforthepersontomeethis
lawyer”, and asked the authori-
ties to bring on record all docu-
ments or material to support
theirstatementmadeinastatus
report.
In the status report, the jail

authorities told the court that
Rehmanwasprovidedthe facil-
ity to interact with his family
members and legal counsel 16
timesbetweenMayandAugust
over the phone. The report
added that Rehman hasmade
phonecalls tohis family. When
thearrangementsforvideocon-
ferencingon July21andAugust
5 were made, the authorities
said, Rehmanwas not well on
thefirstoccasionanddeclinedto

attendthemeeting, adding that
therewasconnectivityfailureon
thesecondoccasion.
Rehman’s counsel, in his re-

ply to the status report, submit-
ted to the court that jail author-
ities were not taking steps to
organisethevideomeetdespite
repeatedemails.Bhallaalsotold
the court that he was not in-
formedaboutthetwomeetings
of July 12 and August 8, adding
that it is the counselwhohas to
generatethevideoconferencing
linkandintimatejailauthorities
aday inadvance.OnSeptember
11, the counsel joined a video
linksentasperprior communi-
cationbutnoonefromjailjoined
theconference, the replystates.

PETITIONBYJAMIAALUMARRESTEDFORANTI-CAAPROTEST

Before UAPA arrest, hurried
goodbyes at Umar home

Guided by facts, not
personalities: Police
chief on riots probe

UmarKhalidwasarrested
onSunday

Woman
accused of
defaming gods,
police say no
case made out
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ECHOING CIVIL rights activist
Prashant Bhushan’s comments,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
Tuesday said that the India
Against Corruption (IAC)move-
mentandAamAadmiParty(AAP)
wereproppedupby theRSS-BJP
to subvert democracy andbring
downtheUPAgovernment.
Bhushanwasacoremember

of IAC,whichwas the precursor
toAAPledbyDelhiChiefMinister
ArvindKejriwal. In 2015, hewas
expelled from the party along
withYogendraYadavoveralleged
“anti-partyactivities”.
In an interview with India

Today’sRajdeepSardesai,hesaid:
“Inhindsighttherearetwothings
that Idoregret.Oneisnotseeing
thatthemovementwastoalarge
extentsupportedandproppedup
bytheBJP-RSSfortheirownpolit-
ical purposes to bring down the
Congress government and get
themselves inpower.”
On Tuesday, Rahul tweeted:

“Whatwasknowntoushasbeen
confirmedbyafoundingmember
ofAAP.TheIACmovement&AAP
wereproppedupby theRSS/BJP
to subvert democracy andbring
downtheUPAgovernment.”
Senior AAP leader andRajya

Sabha MP Sanjay Singh said
Congresswasmakingexcusesto
hide its failures. “Till whenwill
youmake excuses to hide your
failures? Stop crying now. The
truth is that the country has no
hopes from BJP and Congress.
OnlyAAPtalksaboutthecountry,
andsolvestheirissuesofschools,
hospitals,power,andwater.Infu-
ture, AAPwill be the country’s
choice,”hesaid.
This is not the first time

Bhushan has attacked AAP. He
has earlier spoken about the
party’s choiceof poll candidates,
allegations of corruption and,
morerecently,saidthepartyhad

strayedfromitsbasicprinciples.
“AAP could have been an al-

ternative,ifKejriwal&Cohadnot
convertedapartywhoseraison-
d-etrewasalternativepolitics, to
a petty group of ambitious,
amoral&unprinciplednobodies.
NowitwillremainawannabeBJP
withawannabe-Modileader,”he
hadtweetedinJulythisyear.
Bhushan and Yadav did not

respond to calls or messages
seekingacomment.
AAP National Treasurer

Deepak Bajpai,whowas part of
the IAC movement, hit out at
Bhushan on Twitter after
Congress general secretary
Randeep Singh Surjewala said
Bhushanhadshowncourageand
spokenthetruth.
Bajpai said thatBhushan’s fa-

ther, Shanti Bhushan, had ap-
pealed to the people of Delhi to
voteforKiranBediandtheBJP,and
that he was now reading the
Congress’sscript.Healsosaidthat
during the IAC movement,
Bhushan was a “BJP agent”.
Another senior leader said the
party top brass has chosen to
largely ignore Bhushan’s com-
mentsasitdoesn’twanttoengage
inan“avoidablepoliticalslugfest”.

Rahul targets AAP
over Bhushan remark,
Sanjay Singh hits back
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IN CUT-OFFS released by St
Stephen's College Tuesday,
Economics (Hons)had thehigh-
est at 99.25% forCommerce stu-
dents, 0.5 percentage points
higherthanlastyear.Humanities
andSciencestudentswouldneed
98.75% and 98% respectively to
applyforEconomics.
Commerce studentswould

also need 99% to be eligible for
History, English and BA
Programme. Inwhat could be a
signal of the overall DU cut-offs,
therehasbeenariseinthecut-off
percentage in all 11 subjects of-
feredbythecollege.
Intheclass12CBSEboardre-

sults this year, the percentage of
thosescoringabove95%hadbal-
looned from 1.47% last year to
3.24% this year. DUofficials had
saidthiscouldimpactcut-offs.
ThebiggestjumpisinSanskrit

(Hons), from65%lastyearto70%
this year for Commerce and
Sciencestudents.ForHumanities
students itremainsat65%.
AmongHumanitiessubjects,

Philosophy (Hons) has seen the
biggestjumpinpercentagefrom
97%forHumanitiesstudentslast
year to 98.75% this year. BA
Programme,HistoryandEnglish
haveseenanincreaseof1%,0.5%
and0.25%respectivelycompared
to last year, for commerce stu-
dents.
The cut-off formaths has in-

creased for both Science and
Commercestudentsfrom97.75%
and97.5%respectivelylastyearto
98%thisyear,but therehasbeen
amarginaldropof 0.25% for stu-
dentsfromHumanitieswhowish
to opt formaths. Theywill now
need96.5%intheirbestof four.
AllSciencesubjectshavealso

seen an increase in cut-offs. The
PCM (physics, chemistry, and
maths) percentage required for
Chemistry (Hons) and Physics
(Hons)hasgoneup from96.33%
and 96.66% last year, to 96.67%
and97.66%percent this year re-
spectively.
Similarly, cut-offs for B.Sc

Programme(ComputerScience)
andB.ScProgramme(Chemistry)
have gone up from96.66% and
95% to 97.67% and 96.33% this

yearrespectively.
Sinceitisareligiousminority

college,StStephen’sreserves50%
seatsforChristiansandtherefore
hasaseparateadmissionprocess.
Unlikemost other DU colleges
which admit students solely on
the basis of cut-off, St Stephen’s
evaluatesstudentsonthebasisof
theirmarks,awrittentestandan
interview.
However,inlightoftheCovid

pandemic, the college had de-
cidednottoholdface-to-face in-
terviews this year for its under-

graduate(UG)admissionprocess,
shifting to the onlinemode in-
stead. The college has also done
awaywith thewritten test com-
ponent.
Thosewhomeettheeligibility

criteria are supposed to down-
loadaformfromthecollegeweb-
site and email it to the email ID
providedforeachcorresponding
course on the college website
alongwiththeirmarksheets.
Cut-offsfortheremainingDU

colleges are expected mid-
October,accordingtoDUofficials.

St Stephen’s cut-offs out,
higher than last year
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AWOMANwasbrutallyassaulted
byherneighbour inGhaziabad’s
KaviNagaronSaturday.Inavideo
of the incident,whichwentviral
online, the accused can be seen
hitting thewoman, in her early
50s, multiple times even as no
eyewitness intervenes. The ac-
cused, Sunil Chaudhari, was ar-
restedbypoliceandhasbeensent

tojudicialcustody.
“HewasarrestedonMonday.

Thewomanwas treated for in-
juries on her head. A case has
beenfiledforassaultandintimi-
dation,”saidNagendar,SHOKavi
Nagar.
In the video of the incident,

theaccusedcanbeseenchasing
the victim around 5 pm on
Saturday. Theman corners the
womaninfrontofagroceryshop,
pins her to the ground, and be-
ginspunchinghermercilessly.In

thevideo,morethan15persons
can be seen standing as the as-
saultcontinues.
Theaccusedthenfindsasteel

chair and hits the woman. The
womankeepslyingdownasan-
otherwomanseems to stop the
accusedfromassaultingherfur-
ther. In the FIR filed byMukesh
Devi's husband, the accused
neighbour had a history of ver-
bally abusingMukeshDevi and
herdaughter.Thewomaniscur-
rently stable,police said.

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

THE DELHI Police, in an action
taken report (ATR) filed at Saket
district court, has stated that no
criminal offence was found to
havebeencommittedinconnec-
tion with a court complaint
against a journalist accusingher
of “defaming Hindu gods and
goddesses”tocauseriots.
TheATRwasfiledMondaybe-

fore Metropolitan Magistrate
Jitendra Pratap Singh by SI
RajendraKumarfromGovindpuri
policestation.Thecourtaccepted
the ATR report and set the next
date of hearing on October 23
whenMukeshSharma,thecoun-
sel for the complainant,will ad-
dresshisargument.
The complaint was filed by

‘HinduITCell’volunteerAshutosh
RGuptaagainstthewoman,who
runsaYouTubechannel,andSHO
(Govindpuri),whoheaccusedof
notregisteringanFIR.
Guptaalleged thewoman, in

avideoonherYouTubechannel,
allegedthattheNorthIndianfes-
tival of Teej is "misogynist and
againstwomen”. "AccusedNo.1
demeanedHinduism to the ex-
tent that can cause riots in any
place," thecomplaintread.
Policestatedthattheapplica-

tion is liable to be dismissed:
“Enquiriesweremade and from
the complaint of the com-
plainant,nocriminaloffencewas
foundtohavebeencommitted."

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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SUMMONED BY the Delhi
Assembly committee on peace
andharmony,FacebookIndiaof-
ficials refused to turn up, saying
they“objectedtothenotice”and
wanteditrecalled.
Thepanel,meanwhile,issued

awarningtoFacebookIndia,with
chairperson andRajinderNagar
MLARaghavChadhasayingthey
“shallbeconstrainedtoinvokeits
power to initiatebreachof privi-
lege proceedings against
Facebook India unit” in case of a
subsequentdefault.
The committee had sum-

moned Facebook India’s vice-
presidentandmanagingdirector
AjitMohan.WhileMohandidnot
appear, Facebook’s trust and
safety director Vikram Langeh
sent a letter to Chadha: “As you
arewell aware, the regulationof

intermediarieslikeFacebookfalls
withintheexclusiveauthorityof
theUnionofIndiaandinexercise
of this power to regulate ‘com-
munications’,Parliamenthasen-
acted the Information
Technology Act, 2000. Further,
the subject of ‘law and order’ in

theNational Capital Territory of
Delhi also fallswithin the exclu-
sivedomainoftheUnionofIndia.
Giventhattheissuesraisedbythe
notice involve subject matter
within the exclusive domain of
theUnion of India, and that the
mattersareunderactiveconsid-
eration by Parliament, we re-
spectfullyobjecttothenoticeand
requestthatyourecall it.”
Thecommitteecalledtheex-

planation“manifestlyerroneous
andpalpablyfrivolous”.
FormedonMarch2,thecom-

mittee is looking primarily into
theNortheastDelhiriots.Inanof-
ficialstatement,ithadsaidthatit
“prima facie found Facebook
complicit in Delhi riots of
February2020onthepremiseof
incriminatorymaterialproduced
onrecordbythewitnessesaswell
as their scathingdepositionsbe-
foretheCommittee”.
Facebook representatives

were summonedafter the com-

mitteesaidithadreceivedmulti-
plecomplaintsagainst thesocial
mediagiantafterTheWallStreet
Journal published a story on the
company’s Indiaunit.
Facebookalsosaidinitsletter

that the issuewas already being
examined by the Parliament’s
Standing Committee. “... the
Parliament’sStandingCommittee
onInformationTechnologyisex-
aminingtheissuesraisedinyour
notice as part of its enquiry into
‘Safeguardingcitizens’rights’.We
gave testimony before the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee,” itsaid.
Chadha said: “It ismanifest

fromaperusalof thisnotice that
the proceedings before
Parliament are in noway con-
nected to theroleof Facebook in
the riots/violence in theNCT of
Delhi in Feb, 2020. The
Committee considers this noth-
ing but an untenable excuse by
Facebooktodefythesummons...”

Facebook snubs Assembly panel,
Chadha threatens escalation

Theaccusedwasarrested in
connectionwithanti-CAA
protests.Archive

Can’t put someone in jail and say you
cannotmeet your lawyer: HC to Tihar

A screengrabof theattack in
KaviNagar

Woman bashed up in busy marketplace

FACEBOOKANDthe
DelhiAssemblypanelare
atanimpasse.Whilethe
formerbelievesit isan-
swerableonlytothecen-
tralgovernment, thelat-
ter isconvinced
Facebook’sallegedrole in
fanningtheriotsmeansit
isboundtoanswertoau-
thorities inDelhiaswell.

Stalemate

DDAto
e-auction
eventsites
NewDelhi: The DDAwill
e-auction25sitesforhost-
ingmarriages and other
ceremoniestocrackdown
on the ‘tentmafia’ which
had a monopoly over
bookingofmarriageven-
uesownedbytheauthor-
ity, saidaseniorofficial.

‘88,000
litresofoil
stolenfrom
transformers’
New Delhi: Around
88,000 litres of oil have
beenstolenfromover120
transformersinBSES’sar-
eas in Delhi in the last 18
months, of which 40
casesoftheftsoccurredin
April this year during the
lockdown, said BSES in a
statement.

3arrestedfor
killingman
NewDelhi: Abrother-sis-
ter duo and their friend
havebeenarrested for al-
legedly strangulating the
woman's boyfriend after
thevictimtriedtogetinti-
matewithher at her resi-
dence in North Delhi’s
Wazirabadfourdaysago.

Entrancetest
foradmission
toJamia
NewDelhi:The Executive
Council of Jamia Millia
Islamia Tuesday decided
thatadmissionsfortheac-
ademicsession2020-2021
will be held through en-
tranceexaminations.ENS

BRIEFLY

SinghsaidCongwasmaking
excuses tohide its failures

ARTS&COMMERCECOURSES

SUBJECT COMMERCE HUMANITIES SCIENCE

Economics 99.25 98.75 98

History 99 98.25 99

English 99 98.75 98.75

BAProg 99 98 99

Philosophy 98 98.75 97

Maths 98 96.5 98

Sanskrit 70 65 70

Thecollegewon’thold face-to-face interviewsthisyr
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■Seatingarrangementsspread
acrosschambersof LokSabhaand
RajyaSabhaandtheirgalleriesseem
tohavemadeMPsabit relaxed.On
Tuesday,LokSabhaMPsseatedin
RajyaSabhachamberwereseen
walkingtoothersandtalkingduring
thesession.CongressMPsHibiEden,
RemyaHaridasandTNPratapan
tookseats intheSpeaker’sgallery
whileDefenceMinisterRajnath
Singhspoke.TheMPs, it seemed,
wantedabannerofprotest they
wereshowingtobemorevisible.
AftertheCongressstagedawalkout,
theymovedtoRajyaSabhachamber.
SpeakerOmBirlaappearedtohave
beenwatching. “Icanseemembers
sitting inRajyaSabhaarenot
maintainingphysicaldistance,”he
warned.TheMPsthenmovedaway.

■TheseconddayofMonsoon
sessionsawRajyaSabhaChairman
MVenkaiahNaidurequestingMPs
toraisehands, identify themselves
andstatewhere theyareseated
beforespeaking .This,hesaid,was
necessary forofficersmanaging live
coverageofproceedings.Toensure
distancing, someMPsofUpper
Houseareseated inLokSabhaand
inRajyaSabhagalleries.Apparently,
onMonday, thestaffwereconfused
dueto thenewseatingarrangement
andcouldn’tpoint thecameraat
MPsontimeas theywere figuring
outwhereheorshewasseated.

THEPANDEMICEFFECT

NOQUESTIONHOUR:
MYQUESTIONS

■ Why is there no FIR
registered againstmain
perpetrators behind the
riots inN-EDelhi?

■Why is govt targeting
people who tried to save
the Constitution by
protesting against CAA
andNRC
KUNWARDANISHALI,BSP

House Diaries

GOVT: NO ACTIONABLE INTEL ON DRUG NEXUS IN INDUSTRY DURING LOCKDOWN
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ADAY after BJPMP andBhojpuri actor Ravi
Kishansaidthereisadrugaddictionproblem
inBollywood,SamajwadiPartyleaderandvet-
eranactorJayaBachchanhitback,sayingsome
peoplearebitingthehandthatfeedsthem.
“Justbecauseof a fewpeople, youcannot

tarnishthewholeindustry...Iwasreallyembar-
rassedandashamedthatyesterdayoneofour
membersintheLokSabha,whoisfromthein-
dustry,spokeagainstthefilmindustry.Jisthaali
mein khaate hain usi mein chhed karte hain
(theyarebitingthehandthatfeedsthem),”she
saidinRajyaSabha,withoutnamingKishan.
HerstatementcameevenastheMinistry

ofHomeAffairs,inreplytoaquestion,toldLok
Sabhathatitdidnotreceiveanyactionablein-
telligenceofanexusbetweendrugtraffickers
andthefilmindustryduringthelockdownto
curbthespreadofCovid-19.
OnMonday,KishanraisedinLokSabhaal-

legationsofdruguseinthefilmindustrythat
surfaced during the investigation into the
deathofactorSushantSinghRajput.
Bachchansaidtheseallegationswerebe-

ingmade to divert the country’s attention
fromreal issues suchasunemployment and
theeconomy.“Peoplewhohavemadeaname
in this industryhavecalled it agutter. I com-
pletelydisagreeandIreallydisassociate.”
Bachchanalsosaidtheentertainment in-

dustrywasbeingtargetedonsocialmedia.“At

atimewhenthefinancialsituationis inade-
pressing state and employment rate at the
worstlevels,inordertodiverttheattentionof
people,wearebeingfloggedonsocialmedia
andthereisnosupportfromthegovernment,”
the SPmember said. She added that the en-
tertainmentindustryinthecountryprovides

directemploymentto5lakhpeopledailyand
indirectemploymentto5millionpeople.
“Ihopethegovernmenttellsthesepeople

whohavemadetheirearning,nameandfame
in this industry to stopusing such language.
Therearepeopleintheentertainmentindus-
trywhoaresomeofthehighesttaxpayers(in
the country). They are still being harassed. I
think thegovernmentmuststandbytheen-
tertainmentindustrybecauseitalwayscomes
forwardtohelpthegovernmentinwhatever
goodwork it takes up... If there is a national
calamity,theycomeforward,theygivemoney
andtheirservices,”shesaid.
In Lok Sabha, replying to a question on

“Nexusof Film Industry inDrugTrafficking”,
MinisterofState,Home,GKishanReddy,said,
“Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) carries out
search,seizure,arrestandinvestigationcontin-
uouslythroughouttheyearontheactionable
inputsdevelopedonitsownand/oronreceipt
fromothersources.DuringtheperiodofCovid-
19lockdown,nosuchactionable inputswere
receivedbyNCBrevealingthenexusbetween
people in the film industryanddrug traffick-
ers.”Reddy,however,saidacasehadbeenreg-
isteredandinvestigationswereon.“However,
acaseinthisregardhasbeenregisteredbyNCB
MumbaiZonaluniton28.08.2020.Tilldate,in
thiscase10personshavebeenarrested.Drugs
such asGanja, Hashish, TetraHydro Canna-
binol and Lysergic acidDe-ethylamidehave
beenseizedintheoperation,”hesaid.
Thecasetheministerreferredtoisincon-

nectionwiththedeathofRajput.

To divert attention, film industry
being flogged on social media: Jaya

MANOJCG
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ONA day DefenceMinister Rajnath Singh
madeastatementinLokSabhaonthemilitary
standoff with China, the government, it is
learnt, is likely to soonhold an “in camera”
meeting eitherwith all or selectOpposition
leaders about the situation along the Line of
ActualControl(LAC)inLadakh.
Theindicationscameevenasmainoppo-

sitionCongressslammedthegovernmentfor
notallowing itsmembers toaskquestions to
theDefenceMinisterafterhisstatement.The
OppositionstagedawalkoutinLokSabha.
SourcesintheOppositionsaidthegovern-

ment,throughvariouschannels,hadsignaled
tothemthatitwould,alongwiththemilitary
leadership,holdan“incamera”briefingwith
themon the ground situation, andhow the
armedforcesaretacklingit.
In the past, governments of the day had

madeitapointtoreachouttotheOpposition
inanattempttoforgeapoliticalconsensusdur-
ingsuchcrises. Inthewakeof thekillingof20
Armypersonnel, includingaColonel-rankof-
ficer, in violent clashes in theGalwanValley,
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi had reached
outtotheOppositionwithaviewtobuildado-
mesticconsensus.
Modihad convenedanall-partymeeting

onJune19butthemeetingcreatedsomedis-
cordafterthePrimeMinister,inhisconcluding
address, toldthepolitical leadersthatneither
hasanyoneintrudedinto Indianterritorynor

has anyone captured anymilitaryposts. The
Congresshassincecriticisedthegovernment
overthatstatement.
Similarly,theNDAgovernmenthadbriefed

theOpposition in thewakeof the Pulwama
terrorattacklastyear,andduringthestandoff
withChina inDoklam in2017.While the all-
partymeetingonDoklamonJuly14,2017,was
convenedbythenExternalAffairsMinister,late
SushmaSwaraj, thenHomeMinisterRajnath
SinghhadbriefedtheOppositiononFebruary
17,2019aboutthePulwamaattack.
Swarajhadalsoheldanall-partymeeting

following theBalakot air strikeby the IAFon
February26,2019.Themeetingwasattended
by then FinanceMinister Arun Jaitley and

HomeMinisterRajnathSingh.
In the UPA government, then Prime

MinisterManmohanSinghhadalso reached
outsimilarly.
InthewakeoftensionwithPakistanalong

theLoCandbeheadingof LanceNaikHemraj
byPakistanisoldiersinJanuary2013,Singhhad
spoken to thenLeadersof OppositionSwaraj
and Jaitley andassured themthat theOppo-
sitionwouldbeinformedaboutthesituation.
A day later, thenNational Security Adviser
ShivshankarMenonhadbriefedbothleaders.
In 1999, then PMABVajpayee had con-

vened twoall-partymeetings in thewakeof
theKargil conflict, followedby ameeting of
chiefministers.

‘Incamera’briefingmaybeheldwithmilitary leadershipongroundsituation

STANDOFFALONGLACWITHCHINA

LIZMATHEW
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ONAdaywhen the LokSabhaunanimously
backed the government’s move to slash
salariesofMPsby30percenttomeettheexi-
genciesarisingoutof thepandemic, aunited
Oppositionasked thegovernment to restore
the Members of Parliament Local Area
DevelopmentScheme(MPLADS),fundingfor
whichhasbeensuspendedfortwoyears.
TheOppositionalsosuggestedthattheRs

20,000-croreCentral Vista project shouldbe
cancelled toput in thatmoney for the coun-
try’sfightagainstCovidpandemic.
The Lower House passed the Salary,

Allowances and Pension of Members of
Parliament(Amendment)Bill,2020thatseeks
toreducesalariesoflawmakersby30percent
foroneyearaspartofausteritymeasuresintro-
ducedinviewofCovid-19.
While extending support to themove, all

non-NDApartiesdemandedthattheMPLADS
funds,meant for developmentwork in con-
stituencies, be restored immediately. Some
membersevensaiditshouldbeincreased.The
Congress,DMK,NCP,YSRCP,TRS,TDP,BJDand
BSPsoughtrestorationof thefunding.
However, ParliamentaryAffairsMinister

Pralhad Joshi,who replied to thedebate, did
notmakeanycommitment.
CongressMPDeanKuriackose,whomoved

a statutory resolution against theordinance,

pointedoutthatthetotalcollectionfromsalary
deductionwouldbearoundRs50crore,which
is nominal compared to the economicpack-
ageannouncedbythegovernmentinviewof

the outbreak. DMK’sKalanidhi Veeraswami
pointedouttherewereotherwaystomobilise
funds.“Thereisaproposalthattheamountof
about Rs 20,000 crore to be spent on the
CentralVistaprojectcould insteadbeusedto
combatCovid-19,”hesaid.
“Even if it (themoney saved out ofMPs’

salarycut)meansadrop in theocean,weare
happytodosobecausewewanttostandwith
thenation.Butthisamountisjust12.5percent
of themoneyestimated for theCentral Vista
Project.Whowantsthisprojectnow?Youcan
takethatmoneyandinvestinCovidhospitals
andventilators,”NCP’sSupriyaSulesaid.
TMC leader Sougata Ray,whomoved an

amendmenttoincreasethesalarycutto35per
cent, said the government should take away
the entire salary ofMPs, but retainMPLADs.
“You are ready to spendRs 20,000 crore for
Central Vista and you are taking awaypetty
amountsfromtheMP,”hesaid.Rayalsoasked
thegovernmenttodisclosethecostofthenew
aircraftpurchasedforthePrimeMinister.
TheBJD’s PinakiMishra said taking away

MPLADfundswould“disempower”members
of Parliament. TDP’s JayadevGalla suggested
that thegovernment explore other expendi-
turecuts.IndependentMPNavneetRaviRana
said suspension of MPLADS funding was
“graveinjustice”totheelectorate.
CongressleaderAdhirRanjanChowdhury

said theHousewas united on the issue and
suggestedthattherecouldbearesolutionfor
restorationof thefunds.

LOKSABHASUPPORTSMOVETODEDUCTMPs’ SALARIES

MPs want MPLADS restored, suggest
use of Central Vista funds in Covid fight
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UNDERTHEMPLADscheme,MPscan
recommend development pro-
grammes involving spending of Rs 5
croreeveryyearintheirrespectivecon-
stituencies.MPs frombothLokSabha
andRajyaSabha,includingnominated
ones,candoso.MPsandMLAsdonot
receive any money under these
schemes.Thegovernmenttransfers it
directlytotherespectivelocalauthor-
ities. The legislators can only recom-
mendworks in their constituencies
basedonasetofguidelinesthat focus
onthecreationofdurablecommunity
assets likeroads,schoolbuildingsetc.

HowtheMPLAD
schemeworks

FUELLING CLEAN ENERGY
BJPMPManoj Tiwari cycles to Parliament on Tuesday. PremNath Pandey
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MIGRANTS TOOK towalking hundreds of
kilometres to their homes during the lock-
downbecauseof fakenews,thegovernment
has told Parliament. It also said that the
global experience with Covid-19 and its
highly infectious nature led to the Centre’s
decisiontoclampanationwidelockdownon
March24atanoticeof just fourhours.
The informationwasgiven in LokSabha

byMinisterofStateforHomeNityanandRai
in response to two separate questions by
Oppositionmembers.
WhenTMCmemberMalaRoyaskedwhy

migrantlabourershadtowalkmilestoreach
theirhomes,Raisaid,“Themigrationof large
number of migrant workers was triggered
bypaniccreatedbyfakenewsregardingdu-
ration of lockdown, and people, especially
migrantlabourers,wereworriedaboutade-
quate supply of basic necessities like food,
drinkingwater,healthservicesandshelter.”
Detailingvariousstepstakenbythegov-

ernment,Raisaid,“However,Centralgovern-
mentwasfullyconsciousof this,andtookall
necessarymeasures to ensure that during
theperiodoftheinevitablelockdown,nocit-
izen should be deprived of basic amenities
offood,drinkingwater,medicalfacilitiesetc.”
CongressMPManish Tewari then asked

whythegovernmenthadtoresorttoanatio-
nwidelockdownatanoticeof justfourhours.
Rai stated in awritten reply, “Soonafter the
outbreak of novel coronavirus on 7th
January,2020,severalmeasureslikeprogres-
sive tightening of international travel, issu-
ingadvisoriesformembersofthepublic,set-
ting upquarantine facilities etc.were taken

by the Central Government to contain the
spreadof COVID-19.
“WorldHealthOrganization (WHO) de-

claredCOVID-19aspandemicon11thMarch,
2020.Experts,keepinginviewtheglobalex-
periencesofcountrieswhichhavebeensuc-
cessful in containing the spread of COVID-
19, unlike someotherswheremanypeople
died, have recommended that effective
measures for social distancing should be
taken to contain the spread of this pan-
demic,”hesaid.Rai said that fromMarch16
to 23, most of the states governments/UTs
resorted to a partial or full lockdownbased
upontheir assessmentof thesituation.
“Covid-19 is a highly infectious disease.

Anymassmovementof peoplewouldhave
spreadthediseaseveryfastamongstpeople
in all parts of the country. Taking into con-
siderationtheabovefacts,theglobalexperi-
enceandtheneedforconsistencyintheap-
proach and implementation of various
containmentmeasuresacrossthecountry,a
nationwide lockdownwas announced on
24thMarch, 2020 to contain the spread of
COVID-19 in thecountry,”hesaid.
Rai claimed that by imposing the coun-

trywide lockdown, India successfully
blunted theaggressivespreadof thevirus.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

THEPRIVATISATIONof Air India is inevitable
as the only other alternative for the govern-
mentistowindupthedebt-riddenairline,Civil
AviationMinister Hardeep Singh Puri told
RajyaSabhaonTuesday.
The Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020,

which was passed by the Upper House
Tuesday,seekstoimposeapenaltyofuptoRs
1 crore for any lapses andviolationof airline
rulesandregulations.ThisBillwillalsoconvert
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), theBureauof Civil AviationSecurity
(BCAS),andtheAircraftAccidentsInvestigation
Bureau (AAIB) into statutory bodies. TheBill
waspassedbytheLokSabhainMarch.
Speaking during the debate on the Bill,

OppositionMembers appreciated the Civil
AviationMinistry’sefforttobringbackIndians
stranded abroad during the lockdown.
However,manymembers also criticised the
governmentfordisinvestmentinAirIndia.
Puri reiterated that Air India is being

weigheddownbyadebt of Rs 60,000 crore.
“Weareconfident thatAir Indiawillbegiven
toanewownertokeeptheflagflyinghigh.”

RS: Puri defends
privatisation of Air
India, 6 airports

NityanandRai ManishTewari

SPMP JayaBachchaninParliament. PTI

Panic due to fake news caused
migrants to walk home: Govt

FORCEDTOSKIPSESSION

Beniwal asks
ICMR: +ve, or not?
Jaipur: NagaurMPHanumanBeniwal,who
wasfoundpositiveforCovid-19inthetestcon-
ductedaheadoftheLokSabhasessionbutlater
testednegativeinJaipur,hasdemandedanin-
quiry intothecontradictoryreports.Thepos-
itivetestmeanthehadtoskipthesession.
HeisthenationalconvenoroftheRashtriya

LoktantrikPartyandapartoftheBJP-ledNDA.
“TheICMRhasnotmadeitclearwhattodo

next,whether theywill conduct a test again.
TheUnionHealthMinistershouldmakeasta-
tementaboutthis;I’mapartoftheNDA.Idon’t
knowwhatthepolicyoftheICMRis,andwhy
they are keepingmeout,” he told The Indian
Express.“Eitherofthesereportsiscorrect.The
UnionHealthMinistry shouldmake things
clear.hewasquotedbyPTIas saying. ENS

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

THEGOVERNMENTonTuesday rejected the
Opposition’s demands to raise several con-
tentious issues, includingChineseaggression
at the LAC, saying the issue is sensitive anda
threadbare debate in Parliamentwould put
thelivesof thesoldiersthereindanger.
SourcessaidOppositionleaderswantedto

have short-durationdiscussions on the ten-
sionat LAC, thepandemic situation,migrant
workers’issuesandtherisingunemployment
in the Business Advisory Committee (BAC)
meetingheldat2pmTuesday.Butthetreasury
benchesare learnttohavesuggestedthatthe
pandemic couldbediscussedduring thede-
bateonEpidemicDiseases(Amendment)Bill
and for the economy issues, Lok Sabhawill
haveadebateonsupplementarydemandsfor
grantsandotherfinancialbillssuchasBanking
Regulation(Amendment)Bill.
UnlikeonMonday,oppositionpartiestried

tobeontheoffensiveonTuesday,withmany
CongressMPsgivingnoticesonadjournment
motion.ButSpeakerOmBirlarejectedit.
At least10noticeshavebeengivenforad-

journingtheproceedingstodiscuss“crucialis-
sues”.ThisincludesTheIndianExpress’sreport
onhybridwarfarebyChina.Congress leaders
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, K Suresh and
ManickamTagoregaveseparatenoticestotake

uptheissue.“Ihavereceivedsomenoticeson
adjournmentmotion.ButIamnottakingthem
up,”Birlasaid.
CongressmemberTNPratapan,CPI(M)’sA

MArif,RSP’sNKPremachandran,andIUML’s
MohammadBasheerhavegivennoticestodis-
cussDelhiPolice’schargesheetagainstactivists
andpoliticalleaders.KMuraleedharan(Cong-
ress)wants theHouse todiscuss the issueof
GDPdeclinebysuspendingallotherbusiness.
“We cannot let theHouse to discuss the

Chinasituationatatimewhenoursoldiersare
standing face to facewith Chinese PLA,” a
source fromtreasurybenches,whowaspart
oftheBACmeeting,said.“Thesituationisvery
tensethere.Ifanyleaderwantstoknowabout
thesituation,orevenaboutthemediareports
onChinawatching,theycanhavethatdiscus-
sionsprivatelywiththeministersconcerned.”

Govt says nodebate inHouse,maybrief Oppn

SpeakerOmBirla inHouseTuesday. PTI

Can’t discuss China; Covid can be
taken up with related Bills: Govt

MPsmeetamidmasksandscreens, inLokSabhaonTuesday. PTI
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DIPANITANATH
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

ON THE banks of Sarayu, less
than two km fromwhere the
Ram temple is being con-
structed,astar-studdedRamlila
hasbeenplanned for audiences
of social media, satellite televi-
sion and YouTube between
October17and25.
“Noaudiencewillbeallowed

due to Covid-19 restrictions. All
episodeswillbe filmedat the lo-
cation, Lakshman Quila, and
broadcast likea filmsothatpeo-
ple canwatch from the safety of
theirhomes,”saidSubhashMalik,
founderofMeriMaaFoundation,
theorganiser.MalikaddsthatBJP
MP Parvesh Sahib Singh is the
mainpatronof theRamlila.
In the Ramlila, BJPMP from

North East DelhiManoj Tiwari
will play Angad, GorakhpurMP
and Bhojpuri actor Ravi Kishan
willplayBharat,VinduDaraSingh
will reprise his role from TV as
Hanuman,actorRazaMuradwill

portrayAhiravanandAsraniwill
appearasNaradMuni.
“One of the highlights is

Shahbaj Khan, whose powerful
voice will bring alive Ravan on
stage,” saysMalik. RituShivpuri
will play Kaikeyi and Rakesh
Bediwill playVibhishan.
For the role of Ramand Sita,

SonuDagarandKavitaJoshihave
been selected, respectively. “I

consider it my good fortune to
play Mata Sita. It is one of the
happiestmomentsofmylife,es-
peciallysinceourRamlilawillbe
staged for the first time on the
same soil where the adharshila
of the Ram Mandir has been
laid,” says Joshi.
Inpreparationfortheirroles,

she and Dagar, who is a part of
VighnahartaGaneshonSonyTV,

have started eating simple food
and sleeping on the floor. “Ram
wasmaryadapurushottam,who
livedanordinarylife. Iamtrying
to understand his life better,”
saysDagar.
Meri Maa Foundation,

foundedin2016,hasbeenasso-
ciatedwithanumberof promi-
nent Ramlilas in Delhi. Malik
says, “Casting for the Ayodhya
Ramlilawasbasedon theexpe-
rience of the actors on the
Ramlila stage in Delhi. I have
watchedthemandcanvouchfor
thepoweroftheirperformance.”
Tiwari had played

Parashuram in 2019 and Angad
in2018ataDelhiRamlila.Kishan
has been Parashurama,
Bhishma, Karna, Dronacharya
andAngadontheRamlilastage.
The Ayodhya Ramlila has a

budget of Rs 4 crore, much of
which has been used to build a
stage of 90 ft x 25 ft inwhich a
grand durbar is flanked by a
space representing forests.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Areplicaof theRamlila set.Express

Actor-MPs in key roles, Ayodhya to host
grand Ramlila to be screened on TV, online

Haryana farmers pull out of
talks with Centre, stir to go on

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

LOK SABHA on Tuesday passed
The Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill, 2020,which
seeks to replace the ordinance
promulgatedonJune5todereg-
ulateagriculturefoodstuffssuch
as cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edi-
bleoils, onionandpotatoes.
MembersofOppositionpar-

tiesopposedtheBillandmoved
certain amendments, which
werenegatedby theHouse.
Moving the Bill for the con-

siderationoftheHouse,Minister
of State for Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution
RaosahebPatilDanvesaid,“This
Billisanimportantstepinthedi-
rectionof thedoublingof farm-
ers’ income,"Danvesaid.
SupportingtheBill,BJDmem-

ber BhartruhariMahtab said, "I
wouldurgethegovernmentthat
while liberalising the regulatory
environment,ithastoensurethat
the interest of farmers and con-
sumersaresafeguarded.”
TMCmember Sougata Ray

said, “This Bill is in favour of big
capitalists.” Congressmember
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said
theBillwillonlybenefithoarders.
SADmember Sukhbir Singh

Badal said the government
shouldhaveconsultedthepolit-
icalpartiesbeforepromulgating
theordinance, adding thateven
his party — part of the NDA—
wasnotconsulted.

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,SEPTEMBER15

AMERE11.9 per cent of Ujjain’s
populationhasdevelopedsero-
prevalenceofantibodiesagainst
thenovelcoronavirus,according
todatafromaserosurveyreport
releasedonTuesday.
According to Dr Sarman

Singh,directorofAIIMS-Bhopal,
where the survey was con-
ducted,evenwithinareaswhich
had turned into hotspots, not
more than 16 per cent of the
population had antibodies for
thevirus.
This means that around 88

per cent of Ujjain’s population
still remains susceptible to the
virus and remains far from de-
velopingherdimmunity,hesaid.
“Thisisanunfortunatetrend

whereweare far fromdevelop-
ingherd immunity towards the
virus. In many cases, we have
learntthattheantibodiesdisap-
pearwhichismakingtheplasma
therapy not as effective,” Singh
said.
UjjainreporteditsfirstCovid-

19 case onMarch 25 and since
then,hashadatotalof2,279pos-
itivecasesand84deaths. It isthe
seventh-worst affected district
inMadhyaPradeshandhasclose
to450activecases.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,SEPTEMBER15

THE KARNATAKA government
has decided to amend the
Karnataka Fiscal Responsibility
Act,2002duringtheforthcoming
sessionof thestate legislature to
facilitateborrowingtotheextent
5 per cent of the gross state do-
mestic produce (GSDP) to over-
comerevenueshortagesincurred
duringtheCovid-19crisis.
ThedecisiontomodifytheAct

fromtheearlierGSDPof3percent
was taken at a Tuesdaymeeting
of the state cabinet headed by
ChiefMinister B S Yediyurappa,
whoalsoholds the financeport-
folio. The changes in borrowing
limits imposed on the statewill
enablethestatetoborrowanad-
ditional Rs 33,000 crore needed
fordevelopmentworkduringthe
currentfiscal,stateLawMinisterJ
CMadhuswamysaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR,SEPTEMBER15

BY-ELECTIONS TO more than
12,000vacantpanchayatseatsin
J&Karelikelytobeconductedin
October. TheUT administration
onTuesdayaccordedsanctionto
anapexcommitteewithaman-
date to conduct preparatory
work for by-elections to pan-
chayatsandBlockDevelopment
Councils (BDCs). A notification
forthefirstphaseof theby-elec-
tionscanbeexpectedinthefirst
weekofOctober, sources said.
Besidestheapexcommittee,

divisional committees for
Kashmir and Jammu have also
been given approval. The apex
committee,chairedbyPrincipal
Secretary(Home)ShaleenKabra,
and comprising DGP Dilbag
Singh, AdditionalDGP (CID) RR
Swain, along with with four
othermembers,hasbeentasked
with drawing a roadmap and
detailedscheduleforconductof
elections to vacant panchayats
andBDCs.Thepanelwillsubmit
its reportbySeptember28.
Elections to 316 blocks in

4483panchayathalqas (includ-
ingLadakhatthetime),compris-
ing35,029panchconstituencies,
were conducted after a gap of
seven years in
November/December2018.
Department of Rural

Development and Panchayati
Raj, SheetalNanda, saidthatbe-
sides seats where no one had
contestedelectionsintheprevi-
ous election, “there have been
resignations and in some cases
deaths. So by elections will be
conducted forall suchseats.”
Aftertheerstwhilestatewas

splitintotwoUTs,thenumberof
panchayats has been reduced
from4,483to4,290, therestbe-
ing inLadakh.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PATNA,SEPTEMBER15

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Tuesday inaugurated
four sewerage treatment plant
projects,includingtwoforPatna,
through the virtual medium
fromNewDelhi and said Bihar,
in coming years, will be among
states where every household
will have access to pipeddrink-
ingwater.
“Thatwouldbeabigachieve-

ment – a matter of pride for
Bihar,”hesaid.
Modialsoinauguratedwater

supply projects forMunger and
Jamalpurandlaid foundationof
a riverfront development
scheme.
OnSunday,thePMhadinau-

gurated twobottlingplants and
LPG pipeline schemes for the
election-boundstate.
Inhisaddressthroughvideo-

conference,Modi laudedtheef-
forts of Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and his deputy Sushil
KumarModiinattemptingtore-
store confidenceof theweakest
sectionsofsociety,“especiallyon
educationofdaughters(girlchil-
dren)andensuringparticipation
ofthedeprivedinPanchayatiRaj
institutionsand localbodies”.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

UNITED BY LANGUAGE
EXCLUSIONOF Punjabi from the list of official languages of
J&K came up in Lok Sabha onMonday and Tuesday.While
Congress’sManish Tewari raised the issue onMonday, NDA
ally Shiromani Akali Dal’s Sukhbir Singh Badal raised it on
Tuesday, and added that NC leader Farooq Abdullahwould
confirmit.At this,AbdullahsaidPunjabiwas included in the
listduringhistenureasJ&Kchiefminister.Badalthencompli-
mented Abdullah for his “excellent Punjabi”. The NC leader
added that Punjabi is spokenbymany in J&K, andurged the
governmenttoconsiderthesuggestion,andalsoaddingPahari
andGujari asofficial languagesof theUT.

TAKING UP THE CUDGELS
ACTORKANGANARanautgotsupportinParliamentonTuesday.
During Zero Hour, Lok SabhaMP fromMandi, BJP's Ram
Swaroop,saidthe“daughterofHimachalPradesh”hasbeenill-
treated by the Shiv Sena-ledMaharashtra government. “Shiv
SenaisnolongeraSenaofShivajiMaharajbutoftheCongress,”
he said, pointing to thedemolitionof Ranaut'sMumbaioffice
lastweek by the Sena-led civic body. Sharma thanked Prime
MinisterNarendraModiandHomeMinisterAmitShahforpro-
vidingsecuritytothe“bravelady”fromhisstate.

BACKING BOOKS
INAwrittenstatementplacedbeforeRajyaSabhaonTuesday,
MinorityAffairsMinisterMukhtarAbbasNaqvisaidthemin-
istry had given scholarships amounting tomore than Rs 4
crore tominority students from economically weaker sec-
tions,andthatRs11,690crorehasbeenspentonthescholar-
ships since2014-15. 197
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SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH,SEPTEMBER15

HARYANA’S AGITATING farmer
outfits on Tuesday decided to
boycott talks with Union
AgricultureandFarmersWelfare
MinisterNarendraSinghTomar
after BJP’s Bhiwani-
MahendragarhMP, Dharambir
Singh, made it clear that there
wasnopossibilityofwithdrawal
of three contentiousCentral or-
dinances on agriculture. The
farmerbodies,whichhadagreed
to talks earlier, have now an-
nouncedthattheywillcontinue
their stir.
In these circumstances,

Haryana is set towitness a new
roundofconfrontationbetween
farmers and the state’s BJP-JJP
government.
MPDharambirSinghsaidthe

Bills relatedto theseordinances
are likely to be passed in
Parliament on September 16.
“This is a big country. The ordi-
nances can’t bewithdrawn just
onthedemandofagroupfroma
state,”DharambirSinghtoldThe
IndianExpress.
On the invitation of theMP,

the farmer groups led by
Gurnam Singh Chaduni had
gone to his Delhi residence be-
foremoving tomeetTomar.
“In the beginning of our

meetingwithDharambirSingh,
he said theordinanceswon’t be
withdrawn andwill be passed
onWednesday.Hetoldusthatif
we wish for some improve-
ments, then talks can be held.

But we boycotted the talks be-
causewhentheordinanceswere
not to bewithdrawn,whatwas
thepointintalks,”saidChaduni.
The farmers are demanding

that the three agriculture Bills
shouldnotbe tabledandpassed
in Parliament before final talks
with them. The farmers are also
demanding a law to ensure as-
suredMinimumSupport Price
(MSP) for their crops. When
asked about their next strategy,
Chaduni said, “Nowour strategy
will bedoordie.Wewill ask the
government to accept our de-
mandsorkill us.Now, theoppo-
sitionshouldspeakinParliament.
Ourdharnasatdistrictheadquar-
ters,whichstartedtodaywillcon-
tinue till September 20, the day
when the roadswill be blocked
forthreehours inHaryana.”
Meanwhile, Haryana BJP

presidentOmPrakashDhankar,

state Agriculture and Farmers
WelfareMinister J PDalal, three
BJP MPs – Dharambir Singh,
BrijendraSinghandNayabSingh
–alongwith some farmer lead-
ersmetTomar.
After themeeting, Dalal told

TheIndianExpressthatTomarhas
made it clear that the systemof
MSPof cropswill continueeven
after introduction of the new
laws. “There isnosinglepoint in
the proposed laws against the
farmers,”claimedDalal.Blaming
the agitating farmer leaders of
havinga“politicalagenda”,Dalal
termedtheir agitationas “spon-
soredbyCongress.”
Theminister further said a

committee headed by sub divi-
sionalmagistrate (SDM),which
will have farmers asmembers,
would be formed to resolve the
issuesfacedbythefarmersafter
introductionof newsystem.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

THE US Special envoy on the
Afghanistan peace process,
Zalmay Khalilzad,met External
AffairsministerSJaishankarand
National Security Advisor Ajit
DovalonTuesdayandtoldthem
that the Afghan sides "should
ensure their territorymust not
be used by any terrorist group
againstanyothercountry".
Thiswasanimportantstate-

mentcomingfromthetopUSin-
terlocutor, who has stitched to-
getherthereconciliationprocess
between the Afghan govern-
mentandtheTaliban.
Sources in New Delhi said

Khalilzad had "called on the
External AffairsMinister in the
presence of NSA and Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla".
An official statement issued

by the US embassy said, "The
UnitedStatesandIndiasharethe
viewthatthepeaceprocessmust
continueuntilthereisagreement
on a political roadmap and a
comprehensive and permanent
ceasefire. The Afghan sides
should ensure their territory
mustnotbeusedbyanyterrorist
groupagainstanyothercountry."
Khalilzad stressed "regional

andinternationalsupport iscrit-
icalforthesuccessofthesenego-
tiationsandtheimplementation
of any agreement. India and the
UnitedStateswillwork together
insupportof thisobjective".
The US and India expressed

similarviewsontheimportance
of long term assistance, trade,

and investment for consolidat-
ing a peace agreement for the
benefit of the people of
Afghanistan, theregion,andbe-
yond,thestatementreleasedby
theembassysaid.
ThiswasKhalilzad'sfifthvisit

to India since January 2019. On
May 7, he had visited India on a
similarmission.
Khalilzad had met the top

brass in IslamabadonMonday.

SIGNALLINGAcarefully
calibratedshift in itspo-
sitiononengagingwith
theTaliban, Indiahad
participated in thecom-
mencementceremonyof
intra-Afghantalksbe-
tweentheAfghanistan
governmentandthe
Taliban—the Intra-
AfghanNegotiations
(IAN)—inDohaon
Saturday.USspecial en-
voyKhalizadappreciated
India'sparticipationand
briefedabout theUSas-
sessmentof IANand
shared thecountry’sper-
spectiveontheAfghan
peaceprocess. The two
sidesare learnt tohave
discussed futuresteps
andpossible cooperation
between Indiaandthe
US in furthering the
Afghanpeaceprocess.
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US:Afghansides
mustensure
territorynotused
byterrorgroups

MEANWHILE, INLUDHIANA:FarmersblockNH-21duringa
protestagainst theCentre’s farmordinances.GurmeetSingh

Only 11.9% of
Ujjain population
has developed
Covid antibodies,
says sero survey

Arunachal CM tests Covid-positive
Guwahati: Arunachal Pradesh
ChiefMinister PemaKhanduon
Tuesday saidhehad testedposi-
tive for Covid-19 and that he is
asymptomatic.“Ihadundergone
CovidtestRT-PCRandhavetested
positive for Covid19,” Khandu

tweetedTuesday.Headded,“Iam
asymptomatic and feeling
healthy.HoweverasperSOPand
safetyofothers,Iamselfisolating
myselfandrequesteveryonewho
came in contactwithme to ad-
heretotheSOP.” ENS

LS: Essential
commodities
Bill cleared
amid objections
from Oppn, SAD

PM launches sewerage,
drinking water projects,
praises Nitish-Sushil team

PMModiat thevirtual
launchof theprojects.DD/PTI

J&K forms
committees to
work on local
bodies bypolls

As Oppn demands minister resignation,
Pinarayi backs him: Did no wrong
SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER15

WHILE OPPOSITION Congress
and BJP continued to stage
protestsacrossKerala,demand-
ing resignation of state Higher
EducationMinisterKT Jaleelaf-
ter he was questioned by the
EnforcementDirectorate(ED)an
alleged FCRA violation case,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
on Tuesday said Jaleel has not
committedanymistake.
“The ED questioning him

need not be seen as a big issue.

GivingtheQurancannotbeseen
as amistake. But certain people
feelthat(distributingQuran)isa
mistake–evenIUML(aCongress
ally) feels so. If Jaleel is involved,
theQuranbecomesuntouchable
for IUML,’’Vijayansaid.
WithbothBJP and IUMLen-

gaged in separate agitations, de-
manding Jaleel’s resignation,
Vijayansaid,“Thingsarebeingma-
noeuvredinawaythatisnotsuit-

ableforKerala....Everyoneshould
realisethatthisisKerala,’’hesaid.
Vijayan’sreactioncomesclose

on theheelsof Jaleel’s comment
thathe is readytoresignasmin-
ister if IUML state president
PanakkadSayedHyderaliShihab
Thangaldemandedso.Thangalis
also an influentialMuslim com-
munityleader.ButIUMLnational
general secretary P K
KunhalikuttyMPtold themedia
that Jaleel is facingtheallegation
of smuggling under the guise of
religious texts. “His bid to bring
Thangal intothe issue ispartof a
strategytodiverttheissue.Weare
notgoingtofall intothattrap.’’

K T Jaleel

Karnataka moves
to amend fiscal
Act to facilitate
borrowing of up
to 5% of GSPD

MANISHSAHU
MAHOBA,SEPTEMBER15

UPPOLICE suspect the role of an
“insider” in the lethal attackona
44-year-old businessman in
Mahobawhosekillinghas led to
a senior police officer being sus-
pendedandnamedintheFIR,The
IndianExpresshaslearnt.
According to police sources,

investigators suspect that two
otherpersonswerepresentinside
thecar inwhichthevictim, Indra
Kant Tripathi,was foundwith a
bullet injury on his neck on
September8.Tripathisuccumbed
totheinjuryonSunday.
“Wesuspectthatthetwooth-

erswere seated in theback, and
oneof themshot thevictimwho
wasinthedriver'sseat.Therewas
no signof any scuffle or damage
insidethecar,”saidaseniorpolice
officer. “We have recovered an
empty shell from inside the car,”
saidIG(ChitrakootDhamRange)
KSatyaNarayan.Whilenoarrest
hasbeenmadeso far in thecase,
Narayan said that statements of
18personshavebeenrecorded.
Policearesearchingforalocal

gangster,AshuBhadoria,intheat-
tack forwhich the thenMahoba
SP Mani Lal Patidar is among
those booked following allega-
tionsfromTripathi’sfamilyabout
the officer’s role in the incident.
Patidar had earlier beenbooked
inaseparatecaseofextortionfiled
byanotherbusinessman.
Policeare,meanwhile,collect-

ingdetailsofthoseassociatedwith
thevictimandverifying their lo-
cation at the time of the attack.
Police have also collected Call

DetailRecordsofTripathi’sphone
totracethosewhowereincontact
withhiminthedaysleadingupto
theattack. “The statementof the
victimcouldnotbe recordedbe-
causeofhiscriticalhealth.Notices
arebeingsent to thosebooked in
thecaseandthoseclosetothevic-
tim to get their statements
recorded,”anofficersaid.
However, Tripathi’s family

membersclaimedthatpoliceare
“tryingtodiverttheinvestigation”
byfocusingonthoseclosetothem.
“Insteadof questioning those

namedinthecase,policearepick-
inguppeopleclosetousforques-
tioning. We suspect that they
wanttogiveacleanchittotheac-
cused. Police have also beende-
ployedonallroadsleadingtoour
residence.Theyarerecordingde-
tails of people visitingourhouse
to create fear," Tripathi’s elder
brother,RaviKant,said.
PolicetookTripathi’sbusiness

partners,PurushotamSoniandBal
Kishore, for questioning on
Monday,andlaterreleasedthem.
In the FIR, Ravi Kant alleged

thathisbrother,whowasrunning
aminingbusiness,waskilledafter
he refused to give money de-
manded by Patidar. Besides
Patidar, Kabrai SHO Devendra
Shukla and two local business-
men,SureshSoniandBrahmdutt,
werenamedintheFIR.
Shukla has also beenplaced

under suspension. SureshSoni is
Tripathi’sneighbour,andhishouse
wasfoundlockedonTuesday.
Tripathi’s family demanded

Rs50lakhascompensationfrom
thegovernment and free educa-
tion forhis children,Ananya (14)
andAnshuman(9),tillgraduation.

Mahoba killing: Police
suspect insider’s role

KHALILZADMEETSJAISHANKAR

New Delhi
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Sale of Immovable aSSetS Charged to the bank under the SeCurItISatIon and reConStruCtIon of fInanCIal
aSSetS and enforCement of SeCurIty IntereSt aCt, 2002.

The undersigned as Authorized Officer of State Bank of India has taken over symbolic possession of the following property/ies u/s 13(4) of the
SARFAESIAct. Public at large is informed that e-Auction (under SARFAESI Act, 2002) of the charged property/ies in the below mentioned cases for
realisation of Bank's dues will be held on "as is where is, as is what is and Whatever there is" basis. The Auction will schedule on 17.10.2020.
The other details of the Auction are as under:-

e-auCtIon Sale notICe

2nd floor, Patna main branch building, West gandhi maidan, Patna- 800001
Ph. no. (office): 0612-2219043, 2219385, fax: 0612-2219385, e-mail: sbi.05176@sbi.co.in

stressed assets recovery Branch

date & time of e-auction: 17.10.2020; time: 120 minutes. from 11:00 a.m. to 01:00 P.m. with unlimited extension of 05 minutes.
date and time for submission of request letter of participation/kyCdocuments/Proof of emd etc.: on or before 15.10.2020 till 04:00 Pm.
E-Auction is being held on "As is where is, As is what is and Whatever there is" Basis and will be conducted "On Line". The E-auction will be
conducted through the Bank's approved service provider M/s e-Procurement Technology Ltd. at the web portal (http://sbi.auctiontiger.net).
E-Auction Tender Documents containing online e-auction bid form, Declaration, General Terms and Conditions of online auction sale are
available in http://sbi.auctiontiger.net.
To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorised Officer, there is no encumbrance on the property/ies. However, the intending bidders
should make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances, title of property/ies put on auction and claims/rights/dues/affecting
the property, prior to submitting their bid. The e-Auction advertisement does not constitute and will not be deemed to constitute any commitment
or any representation of the bank. The property is being sold with all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unknown to the
bank. TheAuthorised Officer/Secured Creditor shall not be responsible in any way for any third party claims/rights/dues. The sale shall be subject
to rules/conditions prescribed under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest act, 2002.
this publication is also a 30 days notice to all the borrower/guarantors require under rule 8(6) of Security Interest enforcement rules, 2002.

nb: 30 days Sale Notice to Borrower/Guarantors has already been sent by Regd. Post at their last known address. In case they do not receive
the said notice then this E-auction sale Notice may be treated as substituted mode of service. The other terms and conditions of the e-Auction are
published in the following websites. 1. http://sbi.auctiontiger.net 2. http://www.sbi.co.in
Contact Person: mob.: 7633996748

authorISed offICer
State bank of IndIa, Sarb, Patna

date : 16.09.2020
Place : Patna

Sl.
no.

name of borrower(s) amount of
demand (as
per SarfaeSI

notice)

description of the property name of
mortgagor/
guarantor

date of
demand
notice
under

SarfaeSI
act

reserve Price
below which
the property
will not be sold

emd
bid Increment
amount

1. m/s Shashi bhushan agro
Private limited
1. Sri Abhishek Kumar
(Director & Guarantor)
2. Sri Bipin Bihari Sharma
(Director & Guarantor)
3. Smt. Nutan Sinha
(Director & Guarantor)
4. Sri Dhananjay Kumar
(Director & Guarantor) S/o
Sri Ramprapanna Sharma
5. Sri Arun Kumar Singh
(Guarantor)

`2,70,72,110.53
along with
interest from
17.03.2018 and
expenses, cost,
charges etc.

Immovable Property: Residential Flat No.A-
4-1, 4th Floor, Yarrows Apartments situated
at Plot No.C-58/5, Sector-62, Noida, Dist.-
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. having Super Area
1540 Sq.Ft. (144.0 Sq. mtrs.). The Sale Deed
for Superstructure of Residential Unit and Sub-
Lease Deed for land is made and executed
at Noida on 05.03.2011 between New Okhla
Industrial Development Authority, Dist.-Gautam
Budh Nagar, Utter Pradesh AND I.A. & A.S
Officer Sahkari Awas Samiti Ltd. through its
Authorised Signatory Sh. S. Lakshminarayan,
S/o Sh. N. Subramaniam AND Sh. Arun Kumar
Singh (Owner), S/o Late Sh. S.B.P. Sinha vide
Deed No.2158 dated 05.03.2011.

Arun Kumar
Singh

17.05.2018 `68,00,000/-
`6,80,000/-
`10,000/-Haryana Rail Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.

(Joint Venture of Ministry of Railway and Government of Haryana)
SCO No. 17-18-19, 3rd Floor, Sector-17A, Chandigarh, Ph. 0172-2715644

No. HRIDC/OM-10/2020 Dated 14.09.2020

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

Walk-in-interview for engaging the services of Senior Executive (Civil,
Human Resource) & Executive Assistant on contract basis for one year
in HRIDC.

Interview schedule:-

For Sr Executive (Civil) and Executive Asst. For Sr. Executive (HR)

Plot No. 143, 5th Floor, Rail Tel Tower, SCO NO. 17-18-19, 3rd
Sector-44, Gurugram on 30.09.2020 Floor, Sector-17A,
@ 11.00 AM Chandigarh on 05.10.2020

@ 11.00 AM.

For further details of Educational qualification, experience, age and other
terms & conditions etc. please visit our website www.hridc.co.in/ e-mail:
career.hridc@gmail.com

DGM/HR/HRIDC
82792/HRY

Designation Posts Qualification Place of Posting

Sr. Executive 01 Gurugram
(Civil)

Sr. Executive 01 Chandigarh
(HR)

Executive 01 Gurugram
Assistant

B. Tech/B.E. (Civil Engineering) from a
recognized University with minimum
60% marks.
Regular M. Tech from a recognized
University in the relevant field (i.e.
Structural Engineering/ Soil
Mechanics) with minimum 60%
marks.

Graduate from a recognized
University in any field with minimum
55% marks.
Regular MBA in Human Resource
Management/ Personnel
Management from a recognized
University with minimum 55% marks.

Graduate from a recognized
University in any field with minimum
55% marks.

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

KEYBUREAUCRATSinthePrime
Minister’sOffice (PMO), IASoffi-
cers in infrastructureministries,
Chief Secretaries andDirectors
GeneralofPolice(DGPs)ofstates
mark a strong presence in the
Overseas Key Information
DataBaseof ZhenhuaData, an IT
firm in Shenzhen, in China’s
Guangdong province, which
tracks about 2.5million individ-
uals across geographies, includ-
ingat least10,000Indians.
Thereareatleast375bureau-

crats,mostofthemservinganda
fewretired, inthedatabase.
Thosetrackedincludeatleast

half-a-dozen bureaucrats in the
PMO,orinministriesdirectlyun-
derthePrimeMinister;atleast23
Chief Secretaries; and 15DGPs.
Thesearesomeofthefindingsof
an eight-week investigation by
TheIndianExpressintoasegment
ofthedatabasemadeavailableby
ananonymoussourceconnected
to the company,whichhas links

withtheChinesegovernment.
Thebureaucratsbeingmon-

itoredcutacrosscadreandsen-
iority, in both state and Central
government departments, and
are largely in key departments,
includingnatural resources, in-
frastructureandurbandevelop-
ment, finance, and law and or-
der. Informationcommissioners
with power to summon infor-
mation from the government,
andChief ElectionOfficerswho
oversaw funding and expendi-
tureofpoliticalpartiesandcan-
didates during recent elections
are also targets.
Amongbureaucratsworking

underthePMareAmarjeetSinha,
appointedadviserinthePMOthis
year; Sumita Misra, Joint
Secretary, PM’s Economic
Council; and Ashish Kumar,
Private Secretary to Jitendra
Singh,MinisterofState inPMO.
Officers in key infrastructure

ministries includeBidyutBehari
Swain,SpecialSecretary,Ministry
of Commerce, key to Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership(RCEP)negotiations,

implementationofForeignTrade
PolicyStatement,andmattersof
trade remedies, anti-dumping
dutiesandsubsidies;ShivMeena,
CMD, Housing & Urban
Development Corporation
Limited (HUDCO); Rajesh
Aggarwal, Additional Secretary
andFinancialAdvisor,Ministryof
PetroleumandNatural Gas; and
Dharmendra Gangwar,
Additional Secretary and
Financial Adviser, Ministry of
HealthandFamilyWelfare.
Otherservingcivilservantsin

thedatabaseinclude:
■ArchanaVarma,Additional

Secretary, Central Vigilance
Commission

■ T Sreekanth, Personal

SecretarytoGKishanReddy,MoS,
MinistryofHomeAffairs(MHA)

■ Anil Malik, Additional
Secretary(Foreigners),MHA

■D Rajkumar, CEO, Bharat
Petroleum

■ Vivek Bharadwaj,
Additional Secretary (Police
Modernisation),MHA

■ Nidhi Chhibber, Joint
Secretary&AcquisitionManager
(MaritimeSystems),MoD

■ S Aparna, Executive
Director, World Bank,
WashingtonDC

■ Anjana Dube, Deputy
Director-General,Departmentof
FinancialServices
Also in the database are for-

merGujaratDGPPPPandey,now
dischargedintheIshratJahanal-
leged fake encounter case, and
formerKeralaDGPSibyMathews,
who investigated the 1994 ISRO
spycase.
Thedatabase includesSouth

Kashmir DIGAtul Goel,who ar-
rested J&KDSPDavinder Singh,
suspectedtohavelinkswithISI’s
Punjab Militancy Unit; Vijay
Bhushan,I-G,UttarPradesh,who

served as SP, Shamli, during
Muzaffarnagar riots; and
Chandra Prakash, DG (Special
Inquiries)UP.
Serving bureaucrats in the

database from states include
Temjen Toy, Chief Secretary,
Nagaland; P Ravi Kumar,
Additional Chief Secretary to
Karnataka CMBSYediyurappa;
Awanish Kumar Awasthi,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home), UP, and the state’s rep-
resentative in Ram
Janmabhoomi Tirtha Kshetra
Trust; S Siddharth, Principal
Secretary (Finance), Bihar, and
former Secretary to CMNitish
Kumar.
Among former officers are

Sumantha Chaudhuri, former
Coal Secretary; Yudhvir Malik,
formerChairman,NHAI;former
CBECmember and finance ex-
pert with the UN Security
Council Lipika Roy Choudhury;
and Surjit Chaudhary, former
Secretary, Chemical and
Petrochemicals.

TOMORROW:Diplomats,
media &thought leaders

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

AFORMERFacebookdatascien-
tisthasclaimedthatsheworked
toremovea“politicallysophisti-
cated network of more than a
thousand actorsworking to in-
fluence” the Delhi Assembly
elections in February, and that
the social media firm did not
publiclydisclosethisnetworkor
that ithadbeentakendown.
SophieZhang, thedatascien-

tist, was recently fired by
Facebookand reportedly turned
downa$64,000severancepack-
agetoavoidsigninganon-dispar-
agement agreement.Her revela-
tion is part of an alleged
6600-wordmemoobtainedand
reported by Buzzfeed, which al-
leges that Facebook “ignored”or
was“slowtoactonevidence”that
fakeaccountsonitsplatformhave
been“underminingelectionsand
politicalaffairsaroundtheworld”.
TheBuzzfeed report, quoting

Zhang’smemo,says,“Inthethree
years I’ve spent at Facebook, I’ve
foundmultiple blatant attempts
by foreignnationalgovernments
to abuse our platform on vast
scales tomislead their ownciti-
zenry, and caused international
newsonmultipleoccasions.”
Amidstexamplesfromacross

theworld, thememo allegedly
carries amention of India,with
Zhangallegingthata“politically-
sophisticated network” was
working to influence the Delhi
Assemblyelections.
“Iworkedthroughsicknessto

takedownapolitically-sophisti-
cated network of more than a
thousandactorsworkingtoinflu-
ence the election,” shewrote in
hermemo,accordingtoBuzzfeed.
Inresponsetoadetailedques-

tionnaire by The Indian Express
seekingdetailsaboutthisalleged
network, a Facebook spokesper-
sonsaid, “We’vebuilt specialised
teams,workingwith leadingex-

perts, to stop bad actors from
abusingoursystems, resulting in
theremovalofmorethan100net-
works forcoordinated inauthen-
ticbehavior...Weinvestigateeach
issue carefully, including those
thatMs Zhang raises, beforewe
take action or go out andmake
claimspubliclyasacompany.”
AAPlegislatorRaghavChadha

said in a statement, “Facebook,
seeminglyhasbeenshruggingoff
any chanceof disclosure regard-
ingitsinternalfunctioningdespite
claiming to infuse maximum
transparency...Asassertedbythe
formeremployeeoftheglobalso-
cialmediaplatform, it is actively
beingusedasameansofspread-
ingmisinformationtoswaypub-
licopinions,especiallyatthetime
ofnational/regionalelections.The
committee had received similar
inputswhileexaminingan inde-
pendent witness Sh. Awesh
Tiwariashehadaffirmedwiththe
help of some cogent set of evi-
dences that Facebook Indiawas
somehowengineering a highly
volatile andprecarious situation
inDelhiwhichwasclearlyunder-
taken to adversely affect the free
andfairelectioninthecapital.
Chadha, the chairmanof the

Committee of Peace and
Harmonyof theDelhiAssembly,
hadsummonedFacebookofficials
in connectingwith hearings on
theDelhiriots,butthefirmdidnot
send its representatives, arguing
that thematter is under the do-
mainof theUniongovernment.
AseniorBJPleadersaidthatit

is for Facebook to respond to the
revelation. “Ourpartyhas in fact
faced losses in the recent
Assemblypolls and it isAAPthat
gained. So maybe they would
havedonesomethingwhichthey
or Facebookwouldknowbetter.
Secondly,ourseniorleaderhadin
factsaidinthepastthatFacebook
is biased against us andprobing
theirroles.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Ex-Facebook staffer
says sophisticated
network operated to
influence Delhi polls

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

THESUPREMECourtonTuesday
gaveinterimprotectionfromar-
rest to former Punjab Director
GeneralofPolice(DGP)Sumedh
SinghSaini inconnectionwitha
1991 case of kidnapping and
murder.
A bench of Justices Ashok

Bhushan, R SubhashReddy and
MRShahaskedthePunjabgov-
ernmenttofileitsreplytoSaini’s
pleaforanticipatorybail inthree

weeks time and gave oneweek
to Saini to respond towhat the
state says.
Directing that thematter be

listedafterfourweeks,thecourt
said “petitioner shall not be ar-
rested in connection with FIR
No.007...” The case relates to the
disappearance of a junior engi-
neerBalwantSinghMultani.

ANNEXURE-I

PUBLIC NOTICE
URBAN LOCAL BODIES DEPARTMENT, HARYANA

Urban Local Bodies Department, Haryana has pre-
pared a draft policy for Construction and Demolition
Waste Management. The draft Policy is available on the
website of Urban Local Bodies Department www.ulb-
haryana.gov.in.The valuable suggestions/comments from
the Public on the draft policy are invited and appropriate
suggestions will be considered. Hence, any one having
any suggestion/comment on the draft policy, may please
submit it in writing on email xenvidulb@gmail.com before
30.09.2020.

Sd/-
Director General,

Urban Local Bodies, Haryana
Panchkula.82807/HRY

CHINA IS
WATCHING

KeyPMOofficers, stateChiefSecys,
DGPsamong370-plusofficials tracked

Kangana seeks
Rs 2 cr as damages
for demolition

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
JAMMU,SEPTEMBER15

ANARMY jawanwas killed and
twoothers, including anofficer,
were injured on Tuesday after
Pakistanitroopsfiredwithsmall
armsandshelledmortarsalong
theLoCinJammuandKashmir’s
Rajouridistrict, officials said.
The IndianArmy launcheda

befittingretaliationtotheviola-
tion, they said. “Pakistan initi-
ated the unprovoked ceasefire
violation by firing with small
arms and intense shellingwith

mortars. Some injuries have
been reported (on our side),” a
defence spokesperson said
based on preliminary informa-
tion. However, official sources
said three army personnel, in-
cluding an officer, were injured
in the incident and later one of
the soldiers succumbed to the
injuries. The officer, alongwith
another soldier, is undergoing
treatmentat themilitaryhospi-
tal, thesources said.
The Pakistani army has also

sufferedcasualtiesintheretalia-
tory action but details are
awaited, thesources said.

Soldier killed, officer among 2
injured in Pak firing along LoC

NIA arrests key
accused in Vizag
espionage case
from Gujarat

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
VADODARA,SEPTEMBER15

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency(NIA)onMondaynightar-
rested a key accused in the
Visakhapatanamespionage case
from Godhra town in
Panchmahalsdistrict.
The accused, a 37-year-old

cloth merchant named Imran
Giteli,isallegedtohavelinkswith
Pakistan’sspyagencyISI.
An NIA statement said,

“Investigationhas revealed that
Giteli was associated with
Pakistani agents under the guise
ofcross-borderclothtrade. Asper
directionsofPakistan-basedspies,
hedepositedmoneyintothebank
accounts of IndianNavyperson-
nel at regular intervals in lieu of
sensitive andclassifieddatapro-
videdbythem.”
Thereleasefurtherstatedthat

thecase,registeredundersections
of the IPC, the UAPA and the
Official Secrets Act, relates to an
internationalespionageracket in
which Pakistan-based spies re-
cruitedagentsinIndiaforcollect-
ing classified informationon the
locationormovementsof Indian
navalshipsandsubmarine.

Mumbai:ActorKanganaRanaut
hassoughtRs2croreasdamages
forthe“illegaldemolition”ofher
Bandra office by the BMC last
week.Anamendedpleafiledby
her before the Bombay High
CourtonMondayeveningstated
thatBMChasdemolished40per
cent of the Pali Hill bungalow,
whichwasalsousedasanoffice,
including valuable properties
suchaschandeliersandrareart-
works,andsoughtinterimrelief
pendinghearingtotakestepsto
make the property “capable of
use”after thedemolition.
The court directed the BMC

torespondtotheamendedplea
by September 18 and posted a
hearingonSeptember22. ENS

ThosetrackedincludebureaucratsinministriesunderPM,InformationCommissioners, 23ChiefSecys

Mumbai: The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) on Tuesday ar-
rested twomore people in con-
nectionwith the drugs case in
which actor Rhea Chakraborty
and her brother Showik have
beennamedasaccused.
OnTuesday,NCBformallyar-

restedGoa residentChris Costa,
whowas detained Friday. The
other accused arrested,
SuryadeepMalhotra –who the
agencysaidwasShowik’sfriend
– was detained onMonday in
Mumbai. Bothwere sent them
toNCBcustodytillSeptember17
and18, respectively. ENS

Drugs case: Two
more held by NCB

Sumedh
SinghSaini

SC grants former Punjab DGP
interim protection from arrest

New Delhi



8
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

QUESTION & ANSWER
PMisright,Parliamenthasaspecialresponsibility—butthat

responsibilityisnotjustwhatthePMsaysit is

BEFORE THE START of the truncatedMonsoon session of Parliament, Prime
MinisterNarendraModi said “this Parliament, particularly this session, has a
special responsibility”. ThePM is absolutely right, this Parliament doeshave a
greater task—butthat taskandresponsibility isnot justwhatthePMsays it is,

“… to send out a unanimousmessage that the entire country stands behind its armed
forces…withonevoice”. It goesbeyond that. EvenasParliament closes ranksbehind the
armed forces on the front, fighting to protect India’s territorial integrity, theHousemust
openitsdoorswidertodebateanddiscussiononimportantissuesthatconfrontthiscoun-
try,includingtheface-offwithChina,andtoquestionsthatseektoholdthegovernmentto
account.Infact, itcouldevenbesaidthatthespecialtaskofthissessionofParliament,held
amidhostilitiesontheborderandapublichealthemergency,istoensurethatspacesfordis-
agreement and diversity anddifference, and for the thrust and parry of politics, are not
crampedandconstrictedbytheinvocationofthefigureofthesoldierandtheaccompany-
ingcallsforsubmissionandsilence,orbydemandsofunduedeferencetothepandemic.In
acrisis,especiallyinacrisis, itisessentialforParliamenttotalkthingsoutloudlyandfreely.
OnDay 2 of the session, UnionDefenceMinister Rajnath Singhmade a statement in

Parliament on the situation in Ladakh.He applauded the armed forces for their patience
andresolve,theircourageandvalour,andsaidthatIndiaispreparedtodealwithallcontin-
gencies.Butthereismuchmoretobeaskedandanswered,andtheissue’ssensitivitymust
notbecomeacloakorapretext towardoff questions.Thepeople’s representativesoweit
to thepeople to seek information, and todeependeliberationona consequentialmatter.
Indeed, there is an important tradition of all-partymeetingswhere the government ad-
dressestheOpposition’squestions,especiallyonissuesofdiplomacyandnationalsecurity.
Even apart fromChina, there are discussions thatmust not be delayed on the economy,
whichwasalreadyslowingdownandisnowweigheddownbyarecordcontraction,asurg-
ingviralloadanddestructionofdemand.Theabsenceofsafetynetsformigrants,whofled
backhomebecause they lost their livelihoods in the lockdown, andwhoare slowlymak-
ingtheirwaybacktothecitiesagain,needstobeaddressedbyParliament,asalsothecon-
tinuingspreadof thepandemicandtheneedforaresponsetoit.
These are not happy times for legislatures in general. Theworld over, the outbreak of

COVID-19isstrengtheningexecutivepowerandweakeningcountervailinginstitutionsand
checksandbalances. Inatimelikethis,moresowhenQuestionHourhasalsofallenvictim
tothevirus,Parliamentneedstosafeguarditsargumentativeanddeliberativespacesagainst
alleffortstocurborstillthem,inthenameofpatriotismorthepandemic.Throughthemask
andacrossthedistance, theOppositionhastomakeitselfheard—andhastobeheard.

WRONG WAY OUT
Governmentmust, toensurecredibilityof itsrecent
agriculturalreformmeasures,rescindonionexportban

RETAILPRICESOFonionshavecrossedRs40perkginDelhi,morethandoubling
inthelastonemonth.TheNarendraModigovernmenthasrespondedstraight-
awaybybanningexports.Thequantitiesinvolvedaren'tsmall.In2019-20,India
exported 11.50 lakh tonnes (lt) of the bulb,which fetchedRs 2,320.70 crore.

Thesenumbersstoodevenhigher,at21.84ltandRs3,468.87croreintheprecedingfiscal.In
previousepisodesofpriceincrease,thegovernmentusedtonothitthebrakesimmediately.
Itwouldinitiallyimposeaminimumexportpricebelowwhichshipmentsweren'tallowed
and then raise this gradually inorder todiscourage any sales outside the country. Anout-
rightbanwouldtypicallycomeasalastresort,whendomesticpricescontinuedtorise.
This time,anysemblanceof gradualismhasbeendispensedwith.The triggerseemsto

bethelatestdataonconsumerpriceindexinflationforAugust,which,at6.69percent,was
abovetheReserveBankofIndia's(RBI)uppertargetlimitof6percent.Moreover,retailprices
offood,whichareadisproportionate45.86percentintheoverallindex,areup9.05percent.
Sticky foodprices, compoundedbyuncertaintyover theextentof damage to the standing
kharifcropfromexcessiveAugustrains,havecomplicatedtheRBI’staskoffurthercuttingin-
terestratestorevivetheeconomythatisincontractionmode.Andinthiscase,it'stheentire
“POT” (potato, onion, tomato) complex that is on theboil. Potatoes and tomatoes, too, are
nowretailingatoverRs35andRs50perkg,respectively.That,ofcourse,hasahugebearing
oninflationexpectationsofhouseholds.
Thecurrentexportbancomes, ironically,evenastheNarendraModigovernment isset

topassmajorreformlawsforremovingallmovementandstockholdingrestrictionsonfarm
produce.Oniongrowershavereasons to feelaggrievedabout thegovernment intervening
only onbehalf of consumers: The samebulb that iswholesaling today at Rs 28-30/kg in
Maharashtra'sLasalgaonmarketwastradingatRs6.50-7justoveramonthago.Thegovern-
mentmust, toensure thecredibilityof its recentagricultural reformmeasures, rescindthe
export ban. Farming is a tough jobwith inherentweather andprice-relateduncertainties.
Buildingexportmarketstakestimeandentrepreneurialeffort.Thegovernment, if itwants
tohelpconsumers,shouldbuildabufferstockofallessential foodstuffs.Thetimehascome
tostopforcingproducerstobeartheburdenof inflationtargeting.

VITAL SIGN
Extraterrestrial lifecouldbemuchnearerthananticipated—on
Venus,whichhasthemosthostilesurfaceinthesolarsystem

V ENUS ISHOT. Its surface is sohot that leadmelts, and spaceprobes land-
ing on itmust click pictures quickly and transmit themhomebefore the
works seize up. And yet, the planet’s atmosphere bears the signature of
life. A paper in ‘Nature Astronomy’ —which is preliminary because the

pandemic interrupted research— has found phosphine in the atmosphere, one of the
byproductsof anaerobic respiration.
This is not the same as saying that Venus has life, because phosphine is produced

by several natural processes, including volcanic activity, and the volcanoes of Venus
contribute a little something to the greenhouse effect which keeps the planet hot.
Besides, it is surmised thatVenusoncehada comparativelymild aspect –not quite a
landoverflowingwithmilkandhoney,butoneonwhosesurfacewatercouldhavere-
mained liquid, and supportiveof life. Since thedecay timeof phosphine isunknown,
what has been found could be the signature of life that is long-dead. On the other
hand, itexists insuchabundancethatphysicalprocessescannotexplain it, andthebest
bet would be airbornemicrobes, flying high in the clouds rich in sulphuric acid and
carbonic acid above the hot surface.
Themysterycanbesettorestonlybyprobesflyingintheatmosphere,andNasaisbe-

ing castigated for going gaga overMars and neglecting Venus for decades. The USSR,
whichdiligentlysentoutVeneraprobes tocompensate, cannotdosoanymore forexis-
tentialreasons.Butinterestingly,IndiaalreadyhasapresenceonVenus.Oneofthepromi-
nentfeaturesof theplanetisLakshmiPlanum,aplateauofsmoothlavaflows,namedfor
our goddess ofwealth. But itwasnamed thus only because theGreek andRomanpan-
theonswereexhausted.Whoever said theuniversewas fair?

Call is on hold

Rajat Kathuria and Isha Suri

Hitesh Jain

Strengtheningcompetitionintelecomiskeyto
realisingIndia’sdigitalambitions

A NARRATIVE OF DISTRUST
Judiciaryisbeingdisparagedforpersonalandpoliticalgain

THEREWASA time in India’s vaunted tele-
com sector when the number of unique
service providers in lucrative geographical
locations such as Delhi, Mumbai, Gujarat,
TamilNaduandKarnatakawereinexcessof
a dozen. In 2009, for example, Delhi sup-
ported13operators inahyper-competitive
market in which the dominant policy nar-
rativerevolvedaroundtheneed forconsol-
idation. Fragmentation of spectrum and
subscribers, it was argued, increased costs
to operators because the benefits of scale
weredeniedwithout anyaddedadvantage
bywayofcompetitiveoutcomesforthesub-
scriber. What 13 operators could produce
forcompetitionandmarketoutcomescould
be generated by less than half the number,
saidscholarsworkingoncompetitionissues
inthetelecomsector.Threeorfoureffective
rivals could produce outcomes in favour of
the consumer, theyargued.
In the decade since, that wish has been

granted.Consolidationhasoccurred,merg-
ers havematerialised and exits have taken
place.But itappearsthatthependulumhas
swung far toomuch in the other direction.
Thedominantnarrative in telecomtoday is
howtopreservecompetition in themarket
bywayof numbers. The threat ofmonopo-
lisation is real and palpable as incumbent
private operators, Airtel andVodafone Idea
(Vi), struggle tokeeppace.
Letusbeginbyexamining the“sowhat”

claim.Sowhatifanotherexittakesplaceand
themarket is effectively left as a duopoly
withJioandAirtel.Thetheoryofcontestable
marketssuggeststhataslongasthereisareal
threat of entry, even monopolies will be
compelledtobehaveasif theyareoperating
in a competitive market place. In other
words, competition for themarketwill dis-
ciplineapricesettingmonopolist.Wedoubt
whether this ideawill findmuchresonance
withpolicymakerstodayandfrankly,neither
arewepersuadedby threats of contestabil-
ity in correctingmarkets. Thesework in the
real world onlywhen entry occurs at least
once in awhile.Whowouldwish to invest
inIndiantelecomtodaywhentheentrybar-
riers in the form of spectrum acquisition
costs, thelicencefeeburdenasapercentage
of theAdjustedGrossRevenue (AGR), infra-

structure requirements and the policy un-
certainty combine to produce an entry de-
terrence that any strategistwouldbeproud
of. It isfar-fetchedtoexpectanewentrantto
comeinanddemolishapotentialmonopoly.
Thetopthreeoperatorsbymarketshare Jio,
AirtelandVi,togetheraccountfor90percent
of the subscriber base. The public sector is
fourth and largely irrelevant to the process
of competition, serving captivemarkets or
wheretheprivatesectorisunableorunwill-
ing to deliver. From a policy perspective,
strengthening existing competitionwill be
key to realising India’sdigital ambitions.
The recent judgment of the Supreme

Courtonthelicencefeepayablebyoperators
to theDepartment of Telecommunications
(DoT), also known as the “AGR” decision,
brings the curtains downon a case that has
been under litigation since 2003. The con-
tentiousissuesinvolveddefiningthecompo-
nentsofAGR,thefairnessofchargingpenalty
andinterestontheunpaidAGRdues,andthe
timeperiod to settle accountswith the gov-
ernment.Somewherealongtheway,theDoT
recognised the debilitating consequences of
themonetarydemandbeingplacedonoper-
ators, and jointly, with the Indian Banks
Association (IBA),pleadedbefore theSCthat
telcos be given 20 years to pay off dues of
nearlyRs1.47lakhcrore.TheIBA’sinterestwas
to reduce potential non performing assets
(NPAs),sincebanksareheavilyinvestedintel-
cos,whileDoT’s interestwas toprotectcom-
petition.TheCourtdidconcedethatinthein-
terestof savingtelcos,andthereforebanks, it
maybenecessarytograntanadditionaltime
period,butdeemed20yearsasexcessive.The
final decision gives telcos 10 years tomake
goodthepayment.Thejudgementalsoputsa
lid on reopening any aspect of the casewith
an explicit warning of launching contempt
proceedingsagainsttheerrantentity.
Wheredoesthis leavethemarket?Vi is

the most affected. Its liability is nearly Rs
54,000croreandevenwitha10-yearhori-
zonit isunclearwhetherthiswillbeenough
topreventabankruptcyandestablishavir-
tual duopoly. Vi has reported a net loss of
Rs 73,878 crore in FY 2020. Meanwhile,
Airtel owesapproximatelyRs26,000crore
in licence fee dues. For one of the lowest

pricedmarkets in theworld, raising tariffs
wouldbeanobviousstrategy.Accordingto
estimatesbyJefferiesEquityResearch,Airtel
will have to increase ARPUs (average rev-
enue per user, a surrogate for price) by 10
percentandViby27percenttocompletely
offset the impact of AGR dues. This, how-
ever, isnotaone-sideddecisionandwillde-
pend on its rival response. Given there has
already been one round of tariff increase,
there is little room for another hike.
What other instruments can one con-

sidertostimulateandfortifycompetitionin
Indiantelecomwithoutwhichour$1trillion
digital ambitionwill remain on paper. The
foregoinganalysis suggests thatat leastone
operatorisindireneedofcash,whileanother
is scraping thebottom.With reports of net-
workqualitydeterioratingbyalmost20per
cent,theneedof thehouristoaugmentnet-
work capacity immediately and be future
readywhen 5G comes along. These invest-
mentsareunlikelygiventhecurrentfinancial
health of the sector. One option could be to
put some cash in the hands of operators by
abolishing the licence fee based on AGR,
prospectively. This could be the much-
neededshotinthearmandcouldbetreated
aspart of the stimuluspackage for telecom.
Inanycase, thereseemstobelittle justifica-
tioninauctioningspectrumandalsolevying
additionalcharges.Havingintroducedspec-
trumauctions,thegovernmentcouldforsake
otherformsof licencefee.Anominaladmin-
istrative fee couldbe charged instead toad-
minister licences as is the practice in other
countries. The National Digital
CommunicationsPolicyof2018hadrecom-
mendedrationalisationof thesecharges.
Protectingcompetitionandnotcompeti-

tors is a repeated refrain in policy circles. Vi
through its new advertisement campaign
has announced its intent for the long term.
The subtext reads itwill not go downwith-
out a fight. For the sake of Vi and,more im-
portantly, for the sake of competition, we
hope it is for real. It isnowupto thegovern-
ment toplay its role.

Kathuria isdirectorandchief executiveand
Suri is researchassociate, ICRIER.

Viewsarepersonal

JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE goes hand in
handwithjudicialaccountability.However,
somehaveconfusedjudicial independence
with the proclivity to strike down legisla-
tion or executive action in a cavalier fash-
ion.Thejobof thejudiciary istobeaccount-
able by dispensing justice. But some
self-anointed people feel the judiciary
shouldbeaccountablebyplayingtothegal-
leries. This is understandable, given how
they were disappointed with the nation’s
rejection of a listless political opposition.
This does, though, raise questions on the
logic behind their covert demand for a re-
mote control on the judiciary.
The people of India have believed that

the venerable judges objectively dispense
justice. Now, there is an ongoing attempt
to browbeat the judiciary manifesting it-
self in the uncalled-for attacks on the
SupremeCourt.
There aremultiple recent examples to

demonstrate how the judiciary has stood
contrary to thegovernmentof theday. Be it
the striking down of the National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC) or the
Goamining case, the Supreme Court gave
verdictsthatcannotbedeemedasfavourable
tothegovernment.Similarly, intheAadhaar
case,althoughtheSupremeCourtupheldits
constitutional validity, the judgmentwent
againstthegovernment’spolicyobjectiveof
stemmingleakage,whileaffectingthethen-
nascentfintechindustry.TheSupremeCourt
alsostruckdowntheReserveBankof India’s

frameworkresolutionplanfordebtrecovery
thatwasproposed to ease thepains related
tostrandedassets.
Some people have expressed their grief

at certain SupremeCourt judgments or the
lackofappointmentof judgesof theirchoice
despite the government having a very lim-
ited role in such appointments. Moreover,
wehave certainlynotwitnessed anaggres-
sive government, aswedidduring thedark
daysoftheEmergency.Itwouldbeatravesty
ifanyonedeniesthatduringtheEmergency,
all bail applications were rejected by the
courts, despite their awareness of the false-
hood of those cases. That is a classic exam-
ple of when the courts abdicated their role
inenforcing ruleof law.
The judiciary has surprisingly been ac-

cused of being overly aggressive against a
certainpoliticaldispensationwhenitwasin
power.Observingtheruleof lawandcalling
out illegality is not bias. The quashing of a
Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) ap-
pointmentwas not a political decision -- it
was a result of procedural illegalities sur-
rounding the act in question. Similarly,
quashingthespectrumallocationorstriking
downtheallocationofcoalmineswasanact
of callingout the lootof India’s resources.
Thosemaking deprecating comments

aboutthejudiciaryshouldrealisethatanin-
dependent judiciary isabasic featureofour
Constitution. It is the guardian and protec-
tor of our fundamental rights, a rolewhich,
barring some exceptions, it has performed

withcourageandvision.Issuingthreatssuch
as impeachment for deemed “misbehav-
iour”isaseriousmatterandnottobeusedso
casually,as itcanadversely impact the judi-
ciary by questioning the trust of the nation
in the institution. Therefore, imputingmo-
tives to judges for their decisions, or refer-
ringtotheircaste,orsayingthatthejudiciary
was subservient to the government or toe-
ing a party line, cannot be construed as le-
gitimate criticism. Seeking recusals on-de-
mandasseenintheJudgeLoyacaseoronthe
PIL onAssam’s detention centres are prime
examplesofwantonpoliticsforulteriormo-
tivesandcreatingdoubtwherenoneexists.
Onemustbeabletodistinguishbetween

anarrativeofdistrustbeingpeddledforper-
sonal and political gains from reality. The
SupremeCourt isnotapoliticalorganof the
state.ItisnotthedutyoftheCourttoappease
the aspirations of political proxies and un-
dernocircumstancescanretributiveattacks
on its integrity and independence be con-
doned. To attack the independence of the
Supreme Court and to continuously attack
itsauthorityisthetrueunravellingoftherule
of thelaw.Moreover, lawyersandpoliticians
seekingtocastaspersionsontheindepend-
enceofthejudiciaryoughttorememberthat
theSupremeCourtisnotavesseltonavigate
theseasof theirpersonal ambitions.

Thewriter isa senior lawyerbased in
Mumbaiandmanagingpartner,

ParinamLawAssociates

With reports of network
quality deteriorating by
almost 20 per cent, the need of
the hour is to augment
network capacity immediately
and be future ready when 5G
comes along. These
investments are unlikely given
the current financial health of
the sector. One option could
be to put some cash in the
hands of operators by
abolishing the licence fee
based on AGR, prospectively.
This could be the much
needed shot in the arm and
could be treated as part of the
stimulus package for telecom.
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Wehave to be vigilantagainst protectionism

andbe constantlymaking theargument
for free trade.—ANDREW SCHEERTHEEDITORIALPAGE

UP CM TO STAY
THECONGRESS-IHighCommandwillnotal-
lowtheUPChiefMinisterVishwanathPratap
Singhtoresignfromoffice.Hehadsoughtthe
permission of PrimeMinister IndiraGandhi
to quit, citingmoral responsibility for the ri-
otsinMoradabadandotherpartsofthestate.
AICC(I)generalsecretaryVasantdadaPatilsaid
thatwhile VP Singh had done his duty, “we
will do ours”. A similar indicationwas given
by PrimeMinister Indira Gandhiwhen she
said that the CM’s resignationwill not solve
anyproblem. Thehigh command’s decision
onVPSinghwasregardedasaforegonecon-
clusion for if the UP CM is allowed to go, it

would open the floodgates in other states,
whichtherulingpartycanill-afford.

PRO-LABOUR TILT
THE GOVERNMENT’S POLICY on labour,
whichwill beoutlined in theSixthPlandoc-
ument, lays emphasis on the growth of the
trade unionmovement in the country. The
policyalsounderlinedtheneedtostrengthen
theindustrialrelationsmachinerysoastoan-
ticipate labour problems and take prompt
measures to avertwork stoppages. It is also
proposed to associate workers with their
workingconditionsinordertoensurethatrel-
evantrulesareimplemented.

NEW PEACE FORCE
THEUNIONGOVERNMENThasproposed to
raisethreeunitsof theCRPasapeacekeeping
force,especiallytrainedtocontrolriotsanddis-
turbances.TheCRPisatpresentanintegrated
forcewithabout7percentMuslims,12.5per
centSCsand7percentSTs.Inthesethreeunits,
thesecommunitieswillbebetterrepresented.

STATUS QUO ON CABINET
PRIMEMINISTER INDIRAGandhi has ruled
out any immediate expansion of the
Cabinet. ThePMdidnot think thatoneper-
sonholdingmorethanoneportfolioaffects
thegovernment’s efficiency.

SEPTEMBER 16, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

Those making deprecating
comments about the
judiciary should realise that
an independent judiciary is a
basic feature of our
Constitution. It is the
guardian and protector of
our fundamental rights, a
role which, barring some
exceptions, it has performed
with courage and vision.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“After decades of incessant hostilities and war, Afghanistan is at a historic
moment that can herald the long-awaited peace. ” —DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE
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Theological fervour animates
the BSEF discourse. Justice
Y V Chandrachud, while
upholding the absolute
amending power, had to
invent a resounding judicial
curse: ‘We have given you
vast powers for the welfare of
the country, but woe betide
you if you misuse these
powers’. And Justice S N
Dwivedi spoke of the
‘reverence for the
Constitution’ as a public
virtue. In the assembly
dissolution case, Justice P K
Goswami described the
Supreme Court as the ‘last
resort for the oppressed and
the bewildered’ citizens of
India. Kesavananda, and its
progeny, has yet to be visited
as constitutional secular
theology of law.

A panoramic
view

AsPrimeMinisterModiturns70,hewillbe
consciousof theneedtonavigatenew,unfolding,
complexrealities.Thehorizonliesahead

“THEFIRSTFORTYyearsofourlifegivethe
text, the next thirty furnish the commen-
taryuponit,”writesArthurSchopenhauer,
the 19th-century German philosopher
knownforhisessaysontheroleofhuman
will in creating theworld thatwe experi-
ence— in a sense, a kind of European de-
rivativeof our conceptof theveil ofMaya.
Thesumofthisexperience,at70,“enables
usrightly tounderstandthetruemeaning
and connection of the textwith itsmoral
and its beauties” — it gives us the
panoramicviewfromthepeak.
Thisisanimportantperspective.Prime

Minister Narendra Modi turns 70 on
Thursday, at a time when the rate of
change, bringing both risks and opportu-
nities,seemstobeacceleratingonallfronts.
His simple, straightforward style is well
known. Hismemory— for facts large and
small—is legendary.This isequallytrueof
his acuity in filtering through the noise
with his legendary capabilities for imple-
mentationwhilemicromanagingtoafault,
of which examples are many — the
Narmada Project pumpingwater against
gravity tobring relief to thewater-starved
parts of Kutch; and, equally, the construc-
tionof the iconicStatueofUnity.
Yet, it isalsoclear that this70 isnotime

for him to rest and assume that the hard-
wonunderstandingof thepresentwill en-
ablewisdomfornavigatingthefuture—the
pinnacle on thehorizon. “Thosewho stare
atthepasthavetheirbackstothefuture,” it
is said.Our complexworldhas forks in the
road, not just oscillations around a stable
centre. Change is non-linear.
Interconnectedness—andinterdependency
—isafactof life.Thenextpinnaclewillthus
bedifferentfrompreviouspeaks.
PrimeMinisterModihasdemonstrated

his capacity for strategic, forward-looking
visiononmultipleoccasionsovertheyears.
The Swachh BharatMission and Pradhan
MantriUjjwalaYojana, for example, tooka
creativeandstrategicapproachtoimproving
ournation’s health andproductivity bydi-
rectly addressing issues such as ODF and
sanitarypads.Withhiscontinuingbelief in
fiscalrectitude,thePradhanMantriJanDhan
Yojanaandthe InsolvencyandBankruptcy
Codewereintroducedtotacklethetwochal-
lenging frontiers of the banking system—
extending access to financial services and
shoringupthefoundationsofbanksolvency.
Looking forward, PrimeMinisterModi

is conscious of the need to navigate three
new, unfolding, complex realities— rapid
environmental change; shiftingpowerdy-

namicsbetweenregions,actors,individuals
andsectors;andthedigitalrevolutionfrom
theFourthIndustrialRevolutiontotheopen-
ing up of new realms of intelligence. The
earththatweoncethoughtofasbeyondour
influenceisnowveryclearlyonthenewtra-
jectoryoftheAnthropocene.Thishasimpli-
cations for temperature, rainfall, food and
watersecurityandbiodiversityamongoth-
ers.Therapidpaceatwhichwearenowable
to analyse and influencemyriad aspects of
society,environment,economy,infrastruc-
tureandeven individual liveshasoffereda
glimpseofthepowersthatwecanusetorise
to theoccasion.Modi is committed tohar-
nessing thedigital revolution in a compre-
hensivesenseandtobuildgreatercollective
security. And howdowe adjust to a new
worldwherecybersecuritythreatscanarise
fromliterallyanywhere?These twotrends
areunfoldingwithin,andinfluencing,atime
of great change in the relationships that
structure and reshape our collaboration.
Modi’s belief in the PRAGATI (Pro-Active
Governance and Timely Implementation)
Platformispartof theseendeavours.
At the risk of presenting a birthday re-

quest rather than a birthday felicitation,
whatarethewaysinwhichhecantrulyuse
theperspectiveofhis70sinthedecadesto-
ward80andbeyond?Hewillrecognisethe
needforthreequalitiesinleadershipinthe
comingyears.One,theabilitytoremember
the past, but see the present very clearly.
We are entering a delicate era of shifting
geopolitical sands. Our past alliances and
interactionsmatter—friendsarefriends—
but navigating newpartnerships and ini-
tiativesthathelpustackleemergingglobal
challengeswill require clear-eyed vision.
This is true in internalmatters asmuch as
externalaffairs:Weneednewformsofcol-
laborativepartnershipbetweentheCentre,
thestates,and localgovernments.
A leader of his stature knows how to

workwithintheconstraintsofreality—fis-
cal,chemicalorbiological—and,atthesame
time, inspire others to unite inmaking the
best of the hard choices that these con-
straintsdictate.Weareontheedgeofoneof
the greatest economic upheavals that the
worldhasseeninrecentmemory,asCOVID-
19andoureffortstohaltthepandemichave
accelerated existing trends to the point of
discomfortandexposedhiddenvulnerabil-
ities.PrimeMinisterModicannotwishthis
realityaway,andmustbuildsupport foran
innovative strategy that canmirror the
hopesandwishesofhiscountrymen.
Finally,weneedavisionarywiththeen-

ergy and freshness of perspective to forge
ahead in aworld that is offering both op-
portunities and risks. The PrimeMinister
will be the first to recognise that, in hind-
sight, joy, beauty, and commonhumanity
are at the foundation of all that we have
tried to do as a nation over the centuries.
Thehorizon liesahead.
HappyBirthday!

Thewriter ischairman,
15thFinanceCommission

NOTMANYWHOspeak,write,orthinkabout
religionandlawrecognisehowreligiousinsti-
tutionshave affected the lawand shaped in-
terpretation in enduringways. HisHoliness
SwamiKesavanandaBharati Sripadagalvaru,
thenaseniorheadofEdneerMuttinKasaragod
district Kerala,madepossible the landmark
decisionof theSupremeCourt (thoughother
petitionswere also bunched together). I call
thejudgmentthesecondmostimportanttext
aftertheConstitutionof India.
Themutt is believed tohavebeenestab-

lishedbyThotakacharya,amongthefirstfour
disciplesofAdiShankara.Itblossomedunder
his leadership. Nomukadamabaz himself,
KesavanandaBharatiprotestedthevalidityof
the 29th amendmentwhich immunised, in
theNinth Schedule, Kerala’s takeover of the
mutt’s property. The seer lost the battle but
won thewar because the amending power
wasmadesubjecttothebasicstructure.
Thelegendarybarrister,MKNambiar,ana-

tiveofKasaragod,andfatherofKKVenugopal,
nowtheAttorneyGeneralofIndia,persuaded
Kesavananda Bharati to consult Nani
Palkhivala, who then urged before the
SupremeCourt that the seer’s rights to reli-
giousfreedom,equality,andpropertywerevi-
olated.Theseer laterdescribedtheverdictas
“God’sdecision”—itwassotomanypeopleof
faith.TheseerpassedawayonSeptember6.
Ahearingfor68daysbythefullcourtof13

justices yielded 11 separate opinions com-
monlygroupedtogetherasSikri6(subjecting
Article368’samendingpower to the implied
limitation) andRay6 (conceding all plenary
powersofamendmentincludingrepealofthe
Constitution). Thismade the task of ratio
huntersdifficultandtheywerenotenabledby
theheroic JusticeHRKhanna. Still, the basic
structureandessentialfeatures(BSEF)govern
nowthepoliticalandjuristicdestinyofIndian
constitutionaldevelopment.
TheologicalfervouranimatestheBSEFdis-

course.JusticeYVChandrachud,whileuphold-
ing the absolute amendingpower, had to in-
vent a resounding judicial curse: “Wehave
givenyouvast powers for the welfare of the
country, butwoe betide you if youmisuse
thesepowers”.AndJusticeSNDwivedispoke
ofthe“reverencefortheConstitution”asapub-
lic virtue. In the assembly dissolution case,
Justice PKGoswamidescribed theSupreme
Courtasthe“lastresortfortheoppressedand
thebewildered”citizensofIndia.Kesavananda,
anditsprogeny,hasyettobevisitedasconsti-
tutionalseculartheologyof law.
AsthechiefsurvivorofKesavananda,and

also as the longest-serving CJI, Justice Y V
Chandrachuddevelopedthedoctrineinchis-
elledproseandwiththestrictdisciplineof a
constitutional soldier. Cases like Raj Narain,
WamanRao,MinervaMillsmarkthepilgrim’s
progress to the shrine of basic structure.
Boldly questioning Parliament’s plenary
power to accord primacy to all Directive
Principles over Articles 14 and 19, Justice
ChandrachudsaidinMinerva thataneternal
deferralofconstitutionalpromisesinvites“a
lurkingdangerthatpeoplewillworkouttheir

destiny”. He poignantly added: “Words
bandiedaboutinmarbledhallssaymuchbut
fail toachieveasmuch.”
InWamanRao,heperformedaconstitu-

tionalmiraclebyvalidatingallamendments
retrospectivelyandachievedthis featbyin-
voking the BSEF doctrine. Closely read, the
discourse in, andsinceKesavananda, insists
that basic structure is the power of judicial
review and essential features arewhat the
Court identifies as such in exercise of that
power. For example, Justice Bhagwati re-
markablyenunciatedasanessential feature
the“harmony”betweenfundamentalrights
and directive principles. Similarly,
Parliament amended Part III — deleted the
right to property under Article 31 and de-
motedittothestatusofmereconstitutional
right.Thecrucialmessagethoughisthatthe
apexcourthas, intherarestof rarecases, the
constituentpowertopronounceaconstitu-
tional amendment invalid.
This scarcelymeans that the Supreme

Court may exercise its power just as it
pleases. The Court is bound by the “golden
triangle” of rights createdbyArticles 14, 19,
and21oftheConstitution.Further,theCourt
must derive the “spirit” of the Constitution
by scrupulous andmeticulous reference to
theprovisionsoftheConstitution.Sincel973,
the evidence shows the Apex Court has
shownutmostdemocraticresponsibilityand
rectitudeininterpretingthedoctrineofBSEF,
perhaps more than can be said of other
branchesof co-governance.
The spirit of the Constitution is a vexed

question.ButmyfavouritepassageisPara399
in Raila Amolo Odinga (2017), where Chief
Justice David Kenai Maraga of Kenya’s

Supreme Court has probably said the last
word.InnullifyingPresidentUhuruKenyatta’s
election for a second term(while alsogiving
50daystoplanandholdfreeandfairre-elec-
tion,whoseresultsintheincumbent’sfavour
were later upheld), Justice Maraga said:
“Howeverburdensome,letthemajestyofthe
Constitution reverberate across the lengths
andbreadthsofourmotherland;letitbubble
fromourriversandoceans; let itboomerang
fromourhillsandmountains; let it serenade
our households from the trees; let it sprout
fromourinstitutionsoflearning;letittollfrom
our sanctums of prayer; and to those, who
bear the responsibilityof leadership, let itbe
aconstant irritant.”
Theseerwouldhaveagreed.Theultimate

messageofBSEFdoctrineisnotmerelytoset
limitstothepowerofthemanagersofpeople,
but tomake littleby little thetasksof eman-
cipation lessonerous.TheBSEFdoesnotbe-
tokenanyarrogantjudicialoverreachorsov-
ereignjudicialdespotismastheCourthasnot
obstructedthetasksofjustdevelopmentand
governance. It has shown considerable ac-
commodation for executive and legislative
power. But to be a “constant irritant” to un-
trammelledpower is theveryessenceof ju-
dicialduty.TheBSEFrulesthatconstitutional
dismemberment isnotallowedinthename
of an amendment. Permissible remains the
enhancement of the arcs and arts of gover-
nance,butifonlyexposedtothe“constantir-
ritant” of constitutional good governance.
Trulya“God’sdecision”,as theseersaid.

Thewriterisprofessorof law,Universityof
Warwick,andformervicechancellorof
UniversitiesofSouthGujaratandDelhi

GOOD POLICY
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Missing
in NEP: Rural youth’ (IE, September
15).Theegalitarianandinclusivechar-
acter of theNEP 2020 needs to be ac-
knowledged. The policy strives to lay
the foundations of an education sys-
temthat ismoreflexible, inclusiveand
sensitive toground realities. The spe-
cial emphasis on institutionalising
earlychildhoodeducation, the ideaof
mainstreaming of co-curricular and
extracurricularactivities, reimagining
the once rigid streams of learning
fromwatertight silos are all aimed at
giving a level playing field to the sys-
tematically disadvantaged sections.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'Missing in
NEP: Rural youth’ ( IE, September 15).
NEP 2020 has been drafted after a
great deal of deliberation and debate
among academic experts and it seeks
to bring about structural changes in
themoribundeducationsystem.Apart
fromincreasingavenuesforhighered-
ucationandexcellence, italsoprovides
enough opportunities for the rural
youth for their skill development
withoutanyhassles. Italsoseekstoad-
dress the vital problem of their em-
ployability by making specific provi-
sions of Special Education Zones in
backward areas. Its main objective is
to develop an equitable and just soci-
ety. Itmaynotbeperfect—nopolicy is
— but judgement should be reserved
until it is implemented.

RaviMathur,Noida

PRINCIPLED POLITICIAN
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Secular

socialist’ (IE, September 15).
RaghuvanshPrasadSinghstoodbyso-
cialist and secular ideals throughout
his lifeandhadanempathyfor thede-
prived and understanding of the
grassroots.Hewascourageous to take
upcauseshebelieved inandopposed
toanythingthathe feltwaswrong.He
will be remembered for conceptual-
ising and implementing the 100-day
rural jobscheme,MGNREGA,asUnion
minister.

SSPaul,Nadia

TRUTH TELLER
THIS REFERS TO the article,
'Establishment's warrior'(IE,
September15).Thearticleclaimsthat
KanganaRanauthasbeenengaged in
a toxic campaign. Standingup for jus-
tice is no crime and as an outsider in
the industrywhohasexposedthereal
face of Bollywood.

UditaGupta,viaemail

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

INARECENTLY released report, the Reserve
BankofIndiamentionedthatanappreciating
currencywillhelpcontainimportedinflation-
arypressures. Thishasgivenrise toa fervent
debateastowhethertheRBIisnolongerable
to handle the Impossible Trilemma. The
ImpossibleTrilemma,animportantparadigm
of open economymacroeconomics, asserts
thatacountrymaynotbeabletostabilisethe
exchange rate, and conduct an independent
monetary policywhen it is financially inte-
gratedwiththerestof theworld.
Policymakers in all sophisticated

economies face this trilemma, forcing them
tomakechoicesaboutwhichtargetstheyare
going to pursue. The RBI has tried to avoid
these choices: It has tried topursue all three
objectivessimultaneouslyinanespeciallyag-
gressivemanner since thepandemic struck.
Ithasreduceditspolicyinterestratetonega-
tivelevelsinrealterms.Ithasboughtgovern-
ment securities topushdown long-term in-
terestrates.Ithasallowedlargecapitalinflows,
thenintervenedintheforeignexchangemar-
ket toprevent the appreciationof the rupee.
Theseactionsareincompatible,andwilleven-
tuallygenerateaseriouspolicydilemma.
One of the corners of the trilemma has

to dowith capital inflows. In the first few
monthsof thepandemicandtheassociated
lockdown, the Indianeconomywitnesseda
net outflowof foreign portfolio investment
(FPI).However,thistrendhasreversedinre-
centmonths, as policymakers in the devel-

opedworldhaveadoptedstimulativemeas-
ures to revive their economies, creating ex-
cess liquidity inglobal financialmarkets.
BetweenJuneandAugust, Indiancapital

markets receivedanetFPI inflowof close to
$10 billion as foreign investors returned to
thestockmarket. InSeptembersofar, forthe
first timeinthelastsixmonths, inflowsinto
thedebtmarket have turnedpositive. India
also received close to $17 billion of foreign
direct investment (FDI) during April-July.
Capital hasalsobeen flowing to India in the
form of external commercial borrowing
(ECB)by Indiancorporations.
At the same time, the combination of

weak economic growth, lacklustre domes-
tic demand, and low oil prices have shifted
thecurrentaccountbalancefromdeficit into
surplus. Imports have fallenmore than ex-
ports suggesting that India is doingworse
thanits tradingpartners.Thesefactorshave
changedthebalanceof supplyanddemand
in the foreign exchangemarkets as a result
ofwhichthecurrencyhasbegunto faceap-
preciationpressuresagainst thedollar.
This brings us to another corner of the

trilemma—currency stability. In the faceof
rising appreciation pressure, the RBI has
been actively intervening in the foreign ex-
changemarkets to prevent the rupee from
strengthening further. It has been buying
dollars both in the spot and in the forward
markets. InMay and June, RBI’s net dollar
purchase inthespotmarketwastothetune

of $14.4 billion. In June, its net purchase in
the forwardmarket wasmore than $4 bil-
lion.Asaresultof theRBI’scurrencytrading,
India’s foreign exchange reserves have in-
creasedbyaround$80billionsinceJanuary,
to reachanall-timehighof $540billion.
WhentheRBIbuysdollarsintheFXmar-

ket, itsellsrupees.Thisincreasesthedomes-
ticmoneysupplyand is therefore inflation-
ary. In order to counter this inflationary
pressure that isbeinggeneratedbyRBI’s FX
interventions, the central bankwill ideally
steriliseitsinterventions.ThisentailstheRBI
selling government bonds to banks and in
theprocessabsorbingexcessrupeeliquidity
fromthesystem.
But the RBI has not been absorbing the

liquidity created through dollar purchases,
it has been adding to it by buying govern-
mentsecuritiesthroughitsopenmarketop-
erationsandtargetedliquidityinjectionpro-
gramssuchas theT-LTRO. In the last couple
of months, some of these operations have
been neutral, such as the Operation Twist
programmewhereintheRBIbuyslong-term
government securities and sells short-term
bonds in order to lower the yields on the
longerendof thematurity spectrum.But in
total, the net bond purchase by the RBI has
been positive. This implies that instead of
sterilisingitsFXoperations,theRBIisadding
further liquidity into thesystemthrough its
bondmarket interventions. As a result, liq-
uidity has soared, reaching asmuch as Rs 8

trillionatonepoint.
For themoment, this injectionof liquid-

itymaynotgetreadilyconvertedintobroad
money because the growth of credit to the
privatesectorhasbeenweak,depressingthe
moneymultiplier.Butif theRBIcontinuesto
ignoretheImpossibletrilemma,itwilleven-
tually fail. There are twomain ways this
couldhappen:Itmightneedtogiveuponits
exchange rate objective, as the recently re-
leased reporthints.Or itmightneed togive
upon its inflationobjective.
Bothwould be problematic. Exchange

rateappreciationwillfurtherdamagetheal-
ready hard-hit export sector. But allowing
high inflation isevenmoreof aproblemina
countrywheretheRBIhascommittedtothe
publicnottoallowarepeatofwhathappened
after the lastglobal financial crisis,when in-
flationsoaredtodoubledigits.
Already, the constraints of the trilemma

have tightened. Retail inflation has now
breached the upper limit of 6 per cent for
more than three quarters. Core inflationhas
been rising and inflation expectations have
jumped sharply. Andwhile credit to thepri-
vate sector remains depressed, credit to the
government has been strong, implying that
overall broadmoney is growing rapidly. The
time for difficult decisions seems to be ap-
proaching.

Thewriter isassistantprofessor, Indira
Gandhi InstituteofDevelopmentResearch

Withhighinflation,capitalinflows,currencyappreciation,toughdecisionsareneeded

The impossible trilemma
Rajeswari Sengupta

IDEAS
ONLINE

ONLY IN THE EXPRESS

●●EDUCATIONPOLICY
FOR21STCENTURY:
NAJMAHEPTULLA

●●ACOMMITTED
SOCIALIST:
PREMSINGH

www.indianexpress.com

NKSingh

Upendra Baxi

CR Sasikumar

In ‘KesavanandaBharati’case,SupremeCourtredefinedtherelationshipbetweenjudiciary,executiveand
legislature.Andsetlimits—constitutionaldismembermentisnotallowedinthenameofamendment

A constant irritant to power

New Delhi



E-TENDERING PRESS NOTICE
The Executive Engineer, CD-XII, Irrigation & Flood Control
Department, GNCTD Opp. ESI Hospital, Basai Darapur Office
Complex New Delhi-110027 invites on behalf of the President of India,
online Item rate tender from approved and eligible contractors for the
following works:-
NIT No. EE/CDXII/20-21/12- (ID No. 2020_IFC_194341_1)- HOA-
4515- DVDB- works in NCT of Delhi SW- Development of park
Adjoining Barat Ghar (Chancal Park) at village Bakkarwala in Distt.
West. E.C. Rs. 1,89,75,571/- Earnest money Rs. 3,79,511/- period of
Completion 120 Days. (Date of submission & opening of bid on
24.09.2020 at 3.00 P.M. & 3.30 P.M respectively). AE-III.
Note:-
1) Details of above mentioned works & eligibility criteria can be seen

and downloaded from the web site
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

2) Amendment(s)/ alteration(s) / corrigendum if any, will be available at
website only.

3) EMD in the form of Banker’s Cheque or Demand Draft or Fixed
Deposit Receipt (drawn in favour of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD
XII, I&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF DELHI) shall be scanned and
uploaded to the e-tendering website within the period of bid
submission. The original EMD should be deposited in the office of
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD XII, I&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF DELHI
within the period of bid submission. (The EMD document shall only
be issued from the place in which the office of receiving division
office is situated).

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-XII

DIP/SHABDARTH/0301/20-21

mRrj izns'k ikoj VªkUleh'ku dkjiksjs'ku
fyfeVsM bZ&fufonk vkea=.k 1- bZ&
fufonk la0&Vh&10@eq0v0¼ik0n0i0½@
20&21%& ikjs’k.k nf{k.k {ks= vkxjk ds
vUrxZr fofHkUu ikjs’k.k e.Myksa gsrq 33 dsoh
ds fofHkUu foHko ds cl@ykbu vkblksysVj
dks Ø; fd;s tkus ds lEca/k esaA 2- bZ&
fufonk la0&Vh&11@eq0v0¼ik0n0i0½@
20&21%& ikjs’k.k nf{k.k if”pe {ks= vkxjk
ds vUrxZr fo|qr ikjs’k.k e.My] vkxjk ds
v/khu fo|qr 765 dsoh midsUnz Qrsgkckn
¼vkxjk½ ij LFkkfir ySc gsrq eSxj@Qywd@
VkSjl@vU; le{kd izfrf’Br czkUM ¼pkbuht
midj.k iw.kZr;% izfrcaf/kr½ dh ih0ih0,e0
estjesaV fdV ¼dsfedy lfgr½ dks Ø; fd;s
tkus ds lEcU/k esaA fufonk dk foLr`r fooj.k]
foLrkjhdj.k “kqf)dj.k bR;kfn dh lwpuk
bZ&Vs.Mj dh csolkbV www.etender.up.
nic.in ,oa foHkkxh; csolkbV www.upptcl
.org ij miyC/k gksxh ftudks fu;fer ns[krs
jguk pkfg;sA eq[; vfHk;Urk ¼ik0n0i0½
fudV vej mtkyk izsl] ddjSBk jksM]
vkxjk ßjk"Vª fgr esa fctyh cpk;saß Ik=kad
%1800@eq0vfHk0¼ik0n0i0½vk0@bZ& fufonk la[;k
Vh&10 ls a11@20&21@fnukad%15-09-2020

E-TENDERING PRESS NOTICE
The Executive Engineer, CD-XII, Irrigation & Flood Control
Department, GNCTD Opp. ESI hospital, Basai Darapur Office
Complex New Delhi-110027 invites on behalf of the President of
India, online Item rate tender from approved and eligible
contractors for the following works :-
1. NIT No. EE/CD XII/20-21/11-(ID No. 2020_IFC_194306_1)-
HOA-4403- Repair and Renovation work of Veterinary Hospital at
village Tikri Kalan in District West. E.C. Rs. 1,20,72,538/- Earnest
money Rs. 2,41,451/- period of completion 270 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on 18.09.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M
respectively). AE-I.
Note :-
1) Details of above mentioned works & eligibility criteria can be

seen and downloaded from the web site
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

2) Amendment(s)/alteration(s)/corrigendum if any, will be available
at website only.

3) EMD in the form of Banker's Cheque or Demand Draft or Fixed
Deposit Receipt (drawn in favour of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
CD XII, l&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF DELHI) shall be scanned and
uploaded to the e-tendering website within the period of bid
submission. The original EMD should be deposited in the office
of EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD XII, l&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF
DELHI within the period of bid submission. (The EMD document
shall only be issued from the place in which the office of
receiving division office is situated).

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-XII

DIP/shabdarth/0296/20-21

Jammu and Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

JAL SHAKTI PHE (QC&PD) DIVISION, HMT, SRINAGAR
Phone: 0194-2496307, E-Mail: xenmandp@gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM-04
Subject: Corrigendum-04 for Supply of 2000 Metric

Tons of ISI Marked Stable Bleaching Powder
Grade-I as per IS-1065/89. (with upto date
amendments).

Ref:
1. This office No.: PHE/M&P/04 of 2020-21/ e-

Tender Dated: 10-06-2020.

It is to inform all the bidders that participated in this office
e-NIT NO. PHE/M&P/04 of 2020-21/ e-Tender Dated:
10.06.2020 for Supply of 2000 Metric Tons of ISI Marked
Stable Bleaching Powder Grade-I as per IS-1065/89. (with
upto date amendments), wherein after opening of the techni-
cal commercial bid only one bidder has qualified for opening
of the price bid.

A thread bare discussion were held by the DPC in its
meeting on 10-09-2020 where they ordered to cancel the
tender as only one bidder has qualified for opening of the
price bid and have decided to call a fresh tender forthwith.

Hence, the cancellation notice is issued.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
QC&PD Jal Shakti

HMT Srinagar

No: PHE/QCPD/1937-40
Dated: 12 -09-2020
DIPK-5718

Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd.

An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.
ISBT Kashmere Gate Delhi-110006

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Superintendent Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD,
DTIDC Ltd for the following works through e procurement solution only.
1. NIT No. : 30/2020-21

Tender ID No. : 2020_DTIDC_194383_1
Name of work : Street lighting works for Proposed Road and

Parking Area at Burari..
SH : Internal Electrification & Installations
Estimated Cost : Rs. 31,35,292/-
Earnest Money : Rs. 62,706/-
Time Allowed : 60 Days
Last date of
receipt of Tenders : 24.09.2020

The Tender forms and other detail can be obtained from the website:
https.//govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/

Sd/-
SE / Civil

DTIDC Ltd. ISBT
DIP/Shabdarth/0300/20-21 Kashmere Gate Delhi

BÊX-d³fd½fQf Af¸faÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·f½fe
Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAûa ÀfZ ´ffSm¿f¯f ´fdV¨f¸f ÃfZÂf, ¸fZSN IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f Àff¸f¦fie/ I f¹fûË WZ°fb BÊ-d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ BÊ-
´fûMÊ»f etender.up.nic.in ´fS Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ
12.00 °fI Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W` aÜ d½fÀ°fÈ°f d½f½fS¯f
BÊ-´fûMÊ»f ´fS »ffg¦f B³f I SmÔÜ 1. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-
MXe-13/ 2020-21 d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f £f¯O- ´fi±f¸f
³fûEOf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi Àf`¢MS-
129 ³fûEOf WZ°fb °fe³f ³f¦f REL 670 dS»fZ I e
Af´fcd°fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf 6,000/- (÷ . L: WªffS
¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ . 1,180/- (I S
ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI 19.10.2020,
WXÀ°ff./- ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹fa°ff (´ffSmX¿f¯f ´fdV¨f¸f),
130-OXe, ´ffSmX¿f¯f ·f½f³f, d½f¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIÊY,
¸fZSXNXÜ kkSXfáÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ DYªffÊ ¶f¨ff¹fZÔll, IÈY´f¹ff ½fZ¶f
ÀffBÊMX etender.up.nic.in ´fSX d½fÀ°ffSX ¸fZÔ
Àf·fe Àfc¨f³ff, ÀfaVfû²f³f/ d½fÀ°ffSX WZX°fb d³fd½fQf
Jb»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f °fIY »ffg¦f Afg³f IYSmÔÜ ´fÂffaIY
7128/ ¸fb.A. (´ff.´f.) ¸fZSXNX/ T-13/ 2020-
21/ dQ³ffaIY 15/09/2020
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J&K: CBI FIR against trust
headed by ex-Cong MLA

New Delhi: All 30 students of
Akansha Super 30, Dehradun, a
CSRinitiativeofRailTel,clearedthe
JEEMains2020, bringing thema
stepclosertosecuringadmission
topremierengineeringcolleges.
Puneet Chawla, CMD,RailTel

said, “It is heartening to see that
these students,with their sheer
talentandwillpower,areinching

towards having a successful ca-
reer.Wearejusthappytoprovide
guidancetothesekidssothatthey
canfulfil theirdreamsofbecom-
inganengineer.”RailTel,inassoci-
ation with Centre for Social
Responsibility and Leadership,
NewDelhi, established aunit of
Abhayanand Super 30 at
Dehradunin2015. ENS

All 30 trained under RailTel
CSR initiative clear JEE Mains

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,SEPTEMBER15

THECBIonTuesdayregisteredan
FIR against Kathua-based R B
Education Trust, headed by for-
merCongressMLAKantaAndotra
foroccupyingahugetractof land
overandabovetheceilingofstan-
dard100kanals(12.5acres)fixed
under provisions of the J&K
AgrarianReformsAct,1976.
Andotra is thewife of former

J&Kminister Lal Singh,whoquit
the BJP and floated the Dogra
SwabhimanSangathan.
Somehalf-a-dozenretiredand

servingrevenueofficials,who al-
legedlyhelpedthetrust,werealso
booked — including the then
Kathua deputy commissioner
AjaySinghJamwal (retired).
CBI conducted searches at

nearly10locationsinJammuand
Kathuawhichledtotherecovery
ofdocumentsrelatingtomovable
andimmovableproperty,anoffi-
cialspokespersonsaid.
The agency had registered a

preliminary enquiry in June last
following “source information”
regarding“encroachmentofhuge
tract public/government/forest
landinKathua...”sourcessaid.
They said, “Preliminary en-

quiryprimafacierevealedthatthe
thenKathuadeputycommission
Ajay Singh Jamwal alongwith
other accused revenue officials
wereinvolvedincriminalconspir-
acywith R B Educational Trust
throughKantaAndotratoallowit
retain landbeyondthepermissi-
bleceiling...”
Toenablethetrust,revenueof-

ficials showed that 74.02 kanals
(9.25 acres)was anorchard and
another 32 kanal (4 acres)was
“ghacharai”(grazingland)which
did not come under the ceiling
fixed under the Act. However,
whiletherewasnorevenueentry
in respect to existence of an or-
chard,andthegrazinglandbeing
common land couldnot bepur-
chased or sold by an individual,
sourcesadded.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
UNITEDNATIONS,SEPTEMBER15

IN A significant victory, India got elected as a
Memberof theUNCommissionon theStatus of
Women, the principal global body focused on
gender equality and women empowerment,
beatingChina inahotly-contestedelection.
TheCommissionontheStatusofWomen(CSW)

isafunctionalcommissionoftheUNEconomicand
SocialCouncil(ECOSOC). The54-memberECOSOC,
holdingthefirstplenarymeetingofits2021session
onMonday,heldelectionsfortwoseatsintheAsia-
PacificStatescategorywithAfghanistan, Indiaand
Chinainthefray.Afghanistangarnered39votesand
Indiagot38votesofthe54ballotscast.China,aper-

manent member of the UN
SecurityCouncil,gotonly27votes.
“...It’s a ringingendorsement

of our commitment to promote
gender equality and women’s
empowermentinallourendeav-
ours...” India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador T S Tirumurti
tweeted.
India’s win comes in a year

whenthe25thanniversaryof the
Fourth World Conference on
Women — held in Beijing in
1995— is being commemorated
aroundtheworld. PTI

vij eq[; dk;Zdkjh vf/kdkjh
lgkjuiqj LekVZ flVh fyfeVsM

dk;kZy; lgkjuiqj LekVZ flVh fyfeVsM] lgkjuiqj

i=kad la[;k 638@,l-,l-lh-,y-@l-iqj-@2020&21 fnukad 08-09-2020 dk bfUM;u
,Dlçsl ds i`"B la 08 ij Nis foKkiu esa fufonk çi= ds dqN fcUnq esa v'kqf);k Ni x;h Fkh
rFkk dN fcUnq Nius ls NwV x;s Fks mä ds Øe esa fuEu 'kqf);k dh tkrh gS%&
1- fufonk çi= ds fcUnq la[;k 7 esa QeZ dk VuZvksoj foÙkh; o"kZ 2019&20 dk layXu fd;k
tkuk vfuok;Z gksxkA
2- 'krZ la[;k 01 esa lh-,-th- o"kZ 2020&21 esa bEiSuYM gksuk pkfg,A
3- dEiuh }kjk vuqcU/k ds lkFk vadu 01 yk[k dh ijQ‚eZUl xkjUVh ,Q-Mh-@,u-,-lh- ds
:i esa lh-bZ-vks- lgkjuiqj LekVZ flVh fyfeVsM lgkjuiqj ds uke cU/kd djkdj dk;kZy; esa
tek djkuh gksxhA
4- p;fur QeZ }kjk dk;kZy; esa rSukr fd;s tkus okys lh-,- dh lh-oh ,aoe lVhZfQdsV v‚Q
eSEcjf'ki rdfudh fufonk ds lkFk layXu djuk vfuok;Z gksxhA

mä fufonk dh vfUre frfFk fnukad 16-09-2020 ds LFkku ij fnukad 25-09-2020 dks
lka; 04-00 cts rd c<+k;h tkrh gS fufonk rn~fnukad dks gh 04-30 cts dk;kZy; esa [kksyh
tk;sxh rFkk mä la'kks/ku dks fufonk ds lkFk layXu fd;k tkrk gSA mDrkuqlkj i<+k tk;sA

l[;k 658 ,l-,l-lh-,y-@lgk-@2020&21 fnukad% 15-09-2020
’kqf) i=

India beats China to
win election to UN
commission on women

New Delhi



SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

DELHI POLICE onMonday got 10 days’cus-
todyof former JawaharlalNehruUniversity
(JNU) student Umar Khalid, who had been
arrestedadaypreviouslyinacaseregistered
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA).
Khalidisoneofseveralyoungactivistswho

havebeenbookedincasesrelatingtothevio-
lenceinDelhi inFebruary.Thepolicehavein-
vokedprovisionsoftheUAPAtoinvestigatethe
alleged“largerconspiracy”behindtheriots.

WhatistheUAPA,andwhatisitusedfor?
TheUAPAisprimarilyananti-terrorlaw–

aimedat“moreeffectivepreventionofcertain
unlawfulactivitiesof individualsandassocia-
tionsandfordealingwithterroristactivities”.
Itwas first promulgated in1967 to target se-
cessionist organisations, and is considered to
be thepredecessor of laws such as the (now
repealed) Terrorist andDisruptiveActivities
(Prevention) Act (TADA) and Prevention of
TerrorismAct(POTA).
Amendments from time to time have

made the UAPAmore stringent. Following
the last amendment in 2019, an individual
canbedesignatedaterrorist;onlyorganisa-
tionscouldbedesignatedearlier.UAPAcases
are triedbyspecial courts.
Thelawhasbeenusedincasesotherthan

thoseofconventional ‘terrorism’or‘terrorist
acts’. It has of late been invoked against ac-
tivists,studentleaders,andjournalists.UAPA
caseshavebeen filedagainst activists in the
Bhima-Koregaoncase; at least two journal-
ists in Kashmir; Devangana Kalita and
Natasha Narwal, members of the women
students and alumni collective Pinjra Tod;
formerCongressmunicipalcouncillorIshrat
Jahan;KhalidSaifiof theorganisationUnited
Against Hate; JamiaMillia Islamia student
SafooraZargar; andnow,UmarKhalid.

Whatdopolicesayinthecaseregistered
againstKhalidandothers?
TheinvestigationisbasedonFIR59of2020,

inwhichIPCSections302(murder)153A(pro-
moting enmitybetweendifferent groupson
groundsof religion,etc.),124A(sedition),and
othershavebeenincluded.

Thecoreofthepolicecaseisthatthe“com-
munalriotincidents”ofFebruary2020inDelhi
were“pre-planned”byKhalidandtheothers.
Khalid is accused of giving provocative
speeches andurging people to comeout on
the roads to ensure that the “propagandaof
minoritiesinIndiaarebeingpersecuted”may
getpublicisedduringthevisitofUSPresident
DonaldTrump(onFebruary24-25).
Policehavealsoclaimedtohavegathered

evidence against the accused in the formof
WhatsApp chats thatwere allegedlyused in
the“executionoftheconspiracy”,allegedwit-
ness statements, andevidenceof the receipt
of fundsfromwithinIndiaandoverseas.

WhichprovisionsoftheUAPAhavebeen
usedintheFIR?
Sections13,16,17,and18oftheUAPAwere

addedtothecasesubsequently.
The Act defines unlawful activity as any

action— spoken orwrittenwords, signs, or
visible representation—which is intended
or supports any claim to bring about seces-
sionofanypartof Indiaorwhichincitesany-
onetowardssecession;disclaims,questions,
disruptsorintendstodisruptthesovereignty
andterritorial integrityof India;and“which
causes or is intended to cause disaffection
against India”.
Theword “disaffection”hasnot beende-

finedinthelaw,andfindsmentiononlyonce.
Section13 (“Punishment forunlawful ac-

tivities”), which has been invoked against
Khalid and others, provides for up to seven
years in prison for anyonewho “advocates,
abets,advisesorincitesthecommissionofany
unlawfulactivity”.

Section16(“Punishmentforterroristact”)
specifiespunishmentwithdeathorimprison-
ment for life incaseadeathhasoccurredasa
resultoftheact.Thelawdefinesaterroristact
asonethatisintendedtothreatenorislikelyto
threatentheunity,integrity,security,orsover-
eigntyof India,andcausesoris likelytocause
deathorinjuries,andpropertydamage.
Section 17 provides for punishment for

raising funds for terrorist acts, andSection18
dealswithconspiracybehindtheterroristact
or“anyactpreparatorytothecommissionofa
terroristact”.

HowdoesDelhiPolicejustifyinvokingthe
anti-terrorlaw?
Whilecriticshavearguedthatdissenting

or protesting peacefullywould not amount
to causing “disaffection against India”, the
policehavetoldthecourtthattheriotswere
a result of a bigger conspiracy to “overawe
the governmentmachinery”, and that the
conspiratorshada “specific purpose, object
andmandate”tocause“disaffectionandre-
volt against theGovernmentof India”.
Theprosecutionhasarguedthattheaimof

theprotestswas “to destroy, destabilise and
disintegratetheGovernmentofIndiainorder
to compel (it) towithdraw the Citizenship
AmendmentAct (CAA) andallegedNational
RegisterofCitizens.”

WhatmakestheUAPAmorestringent
thanotherlaws?
SafooraZargar is theonlyoneamong the

accused bookedunderUAPAwhohas been
givenbail. But shewas granted relief onhu-
manitariangrounds—hercaseforbailwasnot
dealtwithonmeritsbyDelhiHighCourt.
ThreeindividualsbelongingtothePopular

FrontofIndia(PFI)weregrantedbailinMarch,
butthatwaspriortotheadditionofUAPApro-
visionstothecase.
It is rare foranaccusedtogetbaileasily in

acaseunderUAPA.Thecourtcanrefusebailif
initsopinionthecaseis“primafacie”true.An
accusedcannotseekanticipatorybail,andthe
periodofinvestigationcanbeextendedto180
days from90dayson thepublicprosecutor’s
request—whichmeans the accusedhas vir-
tuallynochanceofgettingbailbydefault.
InUAPAcases, thepolicecustodycanalso

beextendedto30daysasagainst the15days
allowedinordinarycriminalcases.
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NUSHAIBAIQBAL&UDITMISRA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

THELATESTeaseofdoingbusinessrankings
for Indian states, released by the
Department forPromotionof Industryand
InternalTrade(DPIIT),havethrownupsome
interestingresults.Theabsenceofmorein-
dustrialised states such as Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra from the top rungs and the
presence of states such as Uttar Pradesh
(whichwas in the past far behind but has
now shot up to all-India number 2) in the
toprankshassurprisedmany.Alookatwhat
went intocalculatingthefinal rankings.

Howaretherankingsarrivedat?
TheobjectiveofDPIIT’sreformexerciseis

toprovideabusiness-friendlyenvironment,
forwhichtheregulationsinastatehavetobe
madesimpler.Therefore,itdevisedamethod-
ologytorankthestatesaccordingtotheease
ofdoingbusiness(EoDB)inastate.
DPIIT provides a set of recommenda-

tionsmeant to reduce the time and effort
spent by businesses on compliance with
regulation called the Business Reform
Action Plan (BRAP). BRAP 2019 is an 80-
point listof reformsrecommendedtosim-
plify,rationaliseanddigitisetheregulatory
framework inastate.

The reforms are grouped into 12 broad
areaslikelandadministration, labourregu-
lation,obtainingelectricityandwatersup-
ply permits, environment regulation, etc.
States are required to submit proof of im-
plementing each reform on the DPIIT’s
EoDB portal and submit a list of users of
these reforms. A sample of these users is
thensurveyed todetermine theefficacyof
these reforms. Each question is assigned a
weight.Thefinalscoreisaweightedaverage
of all the responsesapplicable toastate.

WhatreformsdoesDPIITrecommend?
DPIITrecommendsallstateshaveasingle-

windowsystemthatprovides all necessary
informationonpermitsandlicencesrequired
for startingabusiness. Permissions required
frommunicipalorvillagegovernmentbodies
or police for activities like filmingmovies
shouldalsobeexplicitlymentioned.
To reduce delays further, DPIIT recom-

mends that thedurationof licences be ex-
tendedor that theybe renewedautomati-
cally based on self-certification or
third-party verification. A state is also re-
wardedifasetofregulations(likelabouror
environment laws)arenotapplicable to it.

Arethesescoresandrankscomparable
tothosefrompreviousyears?
For the first time since its inception in

2015, the BRAP rankings relied entirely on
thefeedbackitreceivedfromthebusinesses
for whom these reformswere intended.
Earlier editions computed scores based on
the responses of the relevant state govern-
ment departments. The 2017-18 edition
usedacombinationofstategovernmentand
user feedbacktocomputethescore.
Therefore, strictly speaking, the 2019

rankings are not comparable with those

fromlastyear.

Howdidthestatesperform?
AndhraPradeshsecuredthetopspotfor

thethirdtimesincetherankingwasfirstre-
leased in 2015 (Table 1). UP jumped ten
spotstonumbertwoandTelanganaslipped
tothree.Gujarat,whichwasfirstinthefirst-
evereditionof therankings,wasranked11
thisyear;Haryanaslippedallthewayto17.

Whyweretheserankingscriticised?
DPIIT’Smethodologydoesnot consider

theactualnumberof reformsimplemented
by thestates, as shown inTable2. States like
HaryanaandGujarat have implementedall
thereformsrecommendedbytheDPIIT,but
wererankedlowontheEoDBlist.
Gujarathasreportedlyattributedthisto

poor response from the survey respon-
dents. Themethodologyusedby theDPIIT

awardspointsona reformtoa stateonly if
therewasanadequateresponsefromusers
of that response.
Ideally, the number of respondents for

every state should be decided based on
populationornumberof business clusters
toensurethat thesample is representative
of thestate. It isnot clear if DPIITusedrep-
resentative samples.
Also, business owners’ expectations

fromthegovernmentscandiffer.Abusiness
owner from Tamil Nadumay assess their
state government’s IT portal differently
fromone inUP.

Howdothesereformsaffect
investments?
AnanalysisbyCARERatingsshowsthat

"the top-ranking states in terms of ease of
doing business have not necessarily been
associatedwith higher shares of new in-
vestmentsannouncedduring theyear".
As Table 3 shows, except for Andhra

Pradesh,thetop-rankingstatesasperthese
rankingsdonothavehighshares in the to-
tal investment during the year. This is be-
cause businesses respond to other condi-
tions like the availability of skilled labour,
infrastructure, finance, etc.
Inaddition,theserankingsdonotconsider

thecostofdoingbusiness,whichiswhatmat-
terstobusinessesattheendof theday.
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A STUDYhas found that
people with substance
use disorders aremore
susceptible to Covid-19
anditscomplications.The
researchwas published
onMondayinthejournal
Molecular Psychiatry. It
suggests healthcare
providerscloselymonitor
patientswith substance
usedisordersanddevelop
planstohelpshieldthem
from infection and
severeoutcomes.
Theresearchersanalysed thenon-

identifiableelectronichealthrecordsof
millions of patients in the US. They
foundthatwhileindividualswithasub-
stanceusedisorder constituted10.3%
ofthetotalstudypopulation,theyrep-
resented15.6%of theCovid-19 cases.
Thosewith a recent diagnosis of sub-

stance use disorder on
record,theanalysisfound,
weremore likely to de-
velopCovid-19thanthose
without such adisorder.
This effectwas strongest
for opioid use disorder,
followedby tobaccouse
disorder.Individualswith
a diagnosis of substance
use disorder were also
morelikelytoexperience
worse Covid-19 out-
comes (hospitalisation,

death),thanpeoplewithout.
Thelungsandcardiovascularsys-

tem are often compromised in peo-
ple with substance use disorder,
which may partially explain their
heightenedsusceptibilitytoCovid-19.

Source:National InstituteonDrug
Abuse,UnitedStates
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INDIAACTIVECASES 990,061

WORLDTOTALCASES
29,335,771

Source:JohnsHopkinsUniversity,
updatedat11pmonSept15

INDIATOTALCASES
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Source: MinistryofHealth&Family
Welfare,updatedat11pmon Sept15
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TABLE 1: EASEOFDOINGBUSINESS
RANKS, TOP 10 IN 2019
State 2015 2016 2017 2019
AndhraPradesh 2 1 1 1

UttarPradesh 10 14 12 2
Telangana 13 1 2 3

MadhyaPradesh 5 5 7 4
Jharkhand 3 7 4 5

Chhattisgarh 4 4 6 6
Himachal 17 17 16 7

Rajasthan 6 8 9 8
WestBengal 11 15 10 9

Gujarat 1 3 5 10

Source:DPIIT

TABLE2: REFORMS,
APPLICABLE/IMPLEMENTED
State Applicable Implemented
Andhra 187 187
UP 186 184
Telangana 186 184
MP 187 187
Jharkhand 187 186
Chhattisgarh 187 186
Himachal 185 175
Rajasthan 186 183
WBengal 187 187
Gujarat 187 187

Source:DPIIT

TABLE3: SHARE (%) IN NEW
INVESTMENTSANNOUNCED
State 2017-18 2018-19

Andhra 6.56 16.29

Haryana 3.37 15.74

TamilNadu 4.01 9.32

Gujarat 6.76 7.74

Maharashtra 18.09 6.32

Karnataka 3.32 6.08

Rajasthan 2.01 3.04

MP 2.87 2.73

Odisha 8.25 2.43

NCTDelhi 1.38 1.76

Source:CMIE

Ease of doing business: how states are ranked, what’s different now

PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
PUNE,SEPTEMBER15

ONMONDAY, the Centre issued a notifica-
tionprohibitingtheexportofonion,evenas
theaverage tradedpriceof thebulbcrossed
the Rs 30-per-kg mark at Maharashtra’s
Lasalgaonwholesalemarket.Thisbancame
just about threemonths after the govern-
ment had tweaked the Essential
CommoditiesAct,1955tomaketheimposi-
tionofstocklimitandmovementrestrictions
on food grains, edible oilseeds, potatoes,
onionsandotheressentialcommoditiesap-
plicableonly inextremeconditions likewar
ornatural calamity.

What ledtotheexportban?
Thereseemtobe twomain triggers. The

first was obviously the steady increase in
wholesalepricesofonionsinurbanmarkets.
BetweenMarchandSeptember,theaverage
price of the bulb at Lasalgaon’smarket has

appreciated by almost 100%. Prices at this
marketsinNiphadtalukaofNashikdistrictin
MarchwereintherangeofRs1,500perquin-
tal and since then have appreciated to Rs
3,000. At retail markets, onion is now trad-
ing between Rs 35-40 per kg as against Rs
25-30perkg in June.
Theimmediatetriggercanalsobefound

in Consumer Price Index (CPI) numbers re-
leasedbythegovernmentonMonday.Retail
inflationwas6.69%,atadlessthanthe6.73%
of last month but well above the Reserve
Bank of India’s target of 6%. The Consumer
FoodPriceIndex(CFPI)forAugustwas9.05%
asagainst9.27%of lastmonth.

Whyareonionscostlier inwholesale
markets?
The answer can be found in the excep-

tionally heavy rainfall in the country in
August. It ledtoanear-completewashoutof
the almost market-ready onion crop in
Karnatakathatwastohitthemarketsinearly
September. Along with this, the rain also

damagedstoredonions inMadhyaPradesh,
GujaratandpartsofMaharashtra.Atpresent
it’s only the onion growers inMaharashtra
whohaveproduce tooffload, having stored
uptheirharvestfromMarch-April.Thepres-
ent supply disruption is likely to continue
until thenewcropinMaharashtrahitsmar-
kets inearlyNovember.
If thedomestic supply-demand situation

isheavilytiltedtowardsthelater,demandfor
Indianonion is also rising from international
markets. Indian onions,which are normally
shippedouttotheGulfcountries,SriLankaand
Bangladesh, usually has a year-round steady
demand.However, demand fromSri Lanka,
exporters say, has suddenly pickedup after
heavydestructionofcropthere,too,duetorain.
ThelandedcostofIndianonionsatDubaiport
at thismoment is around Rs 32-35 per kg,
whichhas led tomany exporters increasing
theirshipmentsfromNashik.

So,willtheexportbanbringdownprices?
Asharpdepreciationinpricesisexpected

to take place in view of the export ban.
However, traders feelpricesareagaingoing
toriseinaweekorsoasoverallsupplieswill
remainmuted. The newcrop, they say,will
arriveonlypostNovemberandwithdemand
expectedtorisebeforetheDussehraseason
starts, pricesare likely to remainhigh.

Will themovehaveanypolitical fallout?
The political fallout of high onion prices

can hardly be over-emphasised.With the
Biharelectionsduelaterthisyear,thegovern-
mentappearstohavebeenwaryoffacingthe
electoratewhenonionwascostlierthanusual.
Ironically, the export ban comes

when the government plans to make
ordinances that amended the Essential
Commodities Act into law and stop
knee-jerk reactions like imposition of
stock limits. Farmer organisations have
called out what they describe as dou-
ble standards. From Tuesday, the farm-
ers’ union Shetkari Sanghatana em-
barked on rasta rokos against this move.

Export ban on onions: cause, likely effect

Substance use disorders
linked to Covid vulnerability

UAPA in Delhi riots
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

Studentsandactivistshavebeenchargedunderprovisionsof theanti-terror lawintheDelhiriotscase.
WhatmakesUAPAsuchatoughlaw,andhowhavethepolice justified invokingit?

UmarKhalidat aconference inMumbai in January.GaneshShirsekar

New Delhi
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Classifieds
II,, SAHIL LOY JOEPERIS, S/O
LAWRENCEWILLIAM JOESEPH
PERISR/O5, GROUNDFLOOR,
SECTOR15A,NOIDA,Gautam
BudhNagar,201301, UP, INDIA
declare that therewasa
clerical error inmyclass
10thand 12thCBSEpass
certificates.Mymother’s
name is ‘JYOTIDIWANPERIS’
but itwas incorrectly printed
as ‘JYOTI PERIS’ onmyclass
10th and 12thCBSEpass
certificates. 0040548703-1

II,, RAJESHKUMAR.S/O
BASUKIPRASADSINGH,A-
88,GALI. NO.5 SANJAYNAGAR,
DELHI-33, HAVECHANGEDMY
SON’SNAMETUSHAR
CHAUDHARYTOTUSHAR.
BOTHARESAMEPERSON.

0040548725-2

II,, POONAMW/ORAJANKUMAR,
D-1420,. JAHANGIRPURIDELHI-
33,HAVECHANGEDMYNAME
TOPURNIMASHARMA,
PERMANENTLY. 0040548725-3

II,, PAREEDHIW/ODrDhruvArora
R/O22PaschimiMarg, Vasant
Vihar, NewDelhi - 110057have
changedmyname to
PAREEDHIARORA

0070714323-1

II,, NishthaBansal,W/oRahul
GuptaR/o-E-502,Sai Baba
Apartment,Sector-9,Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changed
myname toNishthaGupta.

0040548725-11

II,, Navleen,W/o mahboobsingh,
Add-74, sahyogapartments
mayur-vihar, phase-1, Delhi-
110091, changedmyname to
NavleenChopra.

0040548725-1

II,,Manuel aliasManuelMassey,
S/oMashi Dayal R/oC-7/62,
Sector-7,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have changedmy
name toManualMassey.

0040548725-12

II,,Manjeeet SinghHoraS/o
Bhupinder SinghHora, R/o 12-
A/25,WEAKarol Bagh,New
Delhi-110005, Have changed
myname fromManjeeet Singh
Hora toManjeet SinghHora for
all purposes. 0040548683-1

II,,Mamchand, S/ODevi Ram,
R/oVPO. FatehpurBilloch(58),
Faridabad,Haryana - 121004
have changedmyname to
MamChandGautam

0070714324-1

II,,MOHAMMADMAJHARUL
HAQUE,S/OGULAMAHAMAD
R/O-B-249,PREMNAGAR-III,
KIRARI, SULEMAN-
NAGAR,DELHI-
110086.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
MAZHARULHAQUE.

0040548725-8

II,,MANOJKUMARVARMA,S/O
OMPRAKASHVARMA,H.NO
5864, JOGIWARA,NAI
SARAK,CHANDNICHOWK
DELHI-110006,changedmy
name toMANOJVARMA,
permanently. 0040548725-7

II,, LalteshTanwar,W/oKapil
TanwarR/o-H.No.CB-56,
NarainaCantt.,Delhi
Cantonment, Delhi-10,have
changedmyname to LATA
TANWAR for all,future
purposes. 0040548717-1

II,, SABINAKHURANAd/oNAND
KUMARKHURANA r/oC-45,
Kirti Nagar, NewDelhi-110015
have changedmyname to
NEHABATRA. 0040548704-1

II,, KanchanBala,W/oKamal
KhuranaR/o-B-1/110,Mayur
Apartment,Sector-9,Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changed
myname toKanchanArora.

0040548725-10

II,, Kamaljit KourD/oRoshan
Singh is legally spouseof
266791KHFLGurmukhSingh
presently residingat village
SinghporaKalan, Baramulla
(J&K), have changedmyname
fromKamaljit kour toKamla
Kour, andmyDOB is 16
November, 1946. Concerned
pleasenote. 0020410919-1

II,, BurhanBegS/o-MirzaYasin
Beg,R/o-1390Haveli Kallu
KhawasBazarChitli-Qabar
Delhi-110006,changedmy
name toMirzaBurhanBeg.

0040548763-12

II,, Aqeel Ahmed,S/o Iftkhar
HusainR/o-K-17/401,Masjid-
Khalilullah Jamia-Nagar,
Okhla,NewDelhi-110025, have
changedmyname toAqeel
Ahmad,for all,futurepurpose.

0040548725-4

II Priyanka,spouseof Sanjeev
Kumar resident of Flat
6131/2,Shantushti Apartment,
D-6,VasantKunj, NewDelhi
110070have changedmyname
fromPriyanka toPriyanka
SanjeevKumar videaffidavit
dated 14/09/2020 atNewDelhi.

0040548766-1

I, PurushottamS/oShri Ram
KishanR/o-C-29, RamDutt
Enclave, UttamNagar, New
Delhi 110059, have changedmy
name toPurushottamTanwar
for all futurepurposes.

0040548656-1

I, AbhishekGoenkaS/oVijay
KumarGoenkaR/oC-14,
KendriyaVihar, Sec-51Noida
have changedmyminor son’s
name fromHarshit Goenka to
HarsshVardhannGoenkavia
Affidavit Dated 14/09/2020
NotarybyS.K.SharmaNoida
U.P. 0040548651-1

II SureshKumar Jetly S/oSh. Ved
Prakash Jetly R/oC-29, Amba
Bagh, KishanGanj, North
Delhi,NewDelhi-110007 have
changedmyname toSuresh
Jetly for all purposes.

0040548679-1

IItt is informed to thegeneral
public that I SanjeevKumar
SarohaR/oBD14 F, DDAFlats,
Munirka, NewDelhi-110067
also knownasSanjeevK
Sarohahave changedmy
name toSanjeevSaroha for all
futurepurposes. 0040548708-1

II,,VV..VVIIDDHHYYAA,,WW//OO--NNOO..JJCC--
777733668844WWSUBG.
VENKATESAN,R/O-VILL+POST-
PALASAMUDRAM,VENGALARA
JAKUPPAM-VIA,CHITTOOR
DIST-ANDHRAPRADESH.PIN-
517599,MYACTUALDATE,OF
BIRTH IS.10-05-1986,INSTEAD
OF05-06-1982,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSEVIDEO,AFFIDAVIT,
DATE-14-09-2020,BEFORE
MANDANLALGUPTA (DELHI).

0040548763-15

II,, JJaaii KaranSinghS/o-Badri
SinghR/o-Village-Domapur,
Post-Lodhipur,Uttarawa,
Raebareli,(UP),inform that in
myservice recordmyson’s
namewronglywrittenas Eshu
Singh insteadof correct name
Ishu singh for all,purposes.

0040548305-9

II,,UUmmaarrffaa RooqS/o-Rafiq
AhmedR/o-1667,Gali Takhat
Wali SuiwalanDaryaganj
Delhi-110002.have changed
myname toUmar Farooq.

0040548763-10

II,,SSuummaaiillaa Lodhi,W/o-
MohammadZainR/o-1653,Gali
ImliWali Rodgran Lal Kuan
Delhi-110006.have changed
myname toShumaila Zain.

0040548763-11

II,,SSaattyyeennddrraa sharma,S/o-
Rajendra sharma,R/o-RZA-
277,Nihal vihar,Nangloi,New
Delhi- 110041,have changed
myname toSATYENDRA
SHARMA for all purposes.

0040548763-17

II,,SSaannjjaayyKumar,S/oRaghubir
Singh,R/o-B-118,Street. No.9,
Mata-Wali-Gali JohriPur,Delhi-
110094,inform thatmyminor
daughter’s Shreya school-
recordparents-namewrongly-
writtenSanjayandSapnabut
parents correct-name is
SanjayKumar andSapnaRani.

0040548763-7

II,,PPrreerraannaaMathurW/oShishir
MohanMathur R/o-J-1003, Golf
City, Plot.No.08, Sector-
74,NoidaDistt.-G.B.Nagar,
U.P.,have changedmy,name
fromPreranaMathur toPrerna
Mathur. 0040548763-16

II,,MMaahheennddrraaKumar,S/oKishan
Chand,R/oE-19/364,Sector-
3,Rohini, Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname to
MahenderKumarChawla.

0040548763-9

II,,MMOOHHAAMMMMAADDWARIS F/O-AQSA
WARIS,R/O-2297/1,2ND-FLR,
CHATTAMOMGRAN
TURKMAN-GATE,DELHI-
110006,HAVECHANGEDMY
CHILDNAMEFROMAQSATO
AQSAWARIS, FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES.

0040548725-6

II,, SureshKumar S/oSh.Mahavir
PrasadR/oA-31/18A,Gali No.
2, Chet Ram-Gali,Maujpur,
Delhi-110053.HaveChanged
myminorDaughter’s name
Umayal Bansal toPriyanshi

0040548749-1

II,,KKuullwwaanntt Sethi,S/o-Shri
HarbhajanSingh,R/o-C-
6/79A,KeshavPuram,Delhi-
35,declare that thenameofmy
wife iswronglymentionedas
Chranjeet Kaur Sethi inmy
Passport.Theactual nameof
mywife is Charanjeet Kaur for
all futurepurposes.

0040548763-8

II,, jyoti SharmaW/o-
NiamatullahpathanAdd-80-
A,bharat-nagar new-friends
colonyNewdelhi-
110065,.Changedmyname to
Raihanapathan.

0040548725-9

II,, Shiv KumariW/oUmapatR/o
PlotNo.162D,KhasraNo. 24/8,
E-Block, BharatVihar,
Begampur, Delhi-86, have
changedmynameRenu to
ShivKumari both are same&
oneperson. 0040548768-1

II,, RAVINDRASINGH,S/OLATE
SH.BHAGSINGHR/O-B-
33,SECTORGamma-1,
G.B.NAGAR, U.P.201310,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAME, FROM
RAVINDRASINGHTO
RAVINDERSINGH,FOR
ALL,FUTUREPURPOSES.

0040548725-5

II,, AbrahamKoorlil Ulannan,S/o
UlahannanAvira,R/o 138-
B,Pocket-6,MIG Flat,Mayur-
Vihar Phase-3,Delhi-
110096,have changedmy
name toAbrahamCoorlil
Ulahannan. 0040548763-13

IItt is notified for the information
thatmyOriginalQualifying
ExaminationCertificate of
Class 10thYear 1995Roll No.
6111965 issuedbyCBSEhas
beenactually lost.Kamaldeep
Singh chawla s/o Lt Sh
Gurpinder Pal SinghD.O.B-
21/06/1979R/OM-65,First
Floor,Kirti Nagar,Delhi-
110015,IndiaPhoneno-
9810779420

0040548655-1

II,, KiranD/oNandkishoreR/o
3200/31, BeadonPura, Karol
Bagh,NewDelhi-11005 I have
LostMyDublicateDocuments
10th classCBSCMarksheet
andCertificate.Roll No.
6419589 (2002)

0040548634-1

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

55BBHHKKFlat area 3399.78 Sqft.(GF)
Available for sale in
CommonwealthGamesVillage
Apartments,NearAkshardham
TempleNewDelhi, Price-4
CroresCall 91-9899731004

0040548669-1

EESSTTAATTEE&&PPRROOPPEERRTTYY

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that
my clients Shri Pradeep S/o Late
Munshi Ram and his wife Smt. Omi both
r/o B-93-B, Ground Floor, Khasra no.
144-B, B-Block, Indra Park, Near
Bholaram School, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043 have severed all relations
and social connection with their son
Sumit and his wife Smt. Priya and their
son who are living separately at 111,
RZP Block, Gali no. 31, Gopal Nagar,
Najafgarh, Delhi-110043 as they have
proven to be disrespectful,
disobedience and harmful towards my
clients and debarred them from
inheriting movable and immovable
properties of my clients. Any body
dealing with them in any manner
whatsoever shall do so at his/her own
risk and consequences and my clients
shall not be held liable for their acts and
deeds. Sd/-

N.K. MISHRA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 568-A, First Floor, W. Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY INFORMED
THAT MY CLIENT Sh. NARESH KUMAR S/O
Sh. JAI RAM & Smt. OMWATI W/O Sh.
NARESH KUMAR, BOTH R/O WZ-55,
DASGHARA, DELHI-12 HAS DISOWNED HIS
SON AJAY KUMAR & HIS WIFE POONAM
FROM ALL THIER MOVABLE AND
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES/ASSETS AND
HAS SEVERED ALL RELATIONS WITH
THEM DUE TO THEIR CONTINUOUS
DISOBEDIENCE AND ACTS OF OMISSION.
ANYBODY DEALING WITH THEM SHALL DO
SO AT HIS/HER OWN RISK AND MY CLIENT
SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY
OF HIS ACT(S) WHATSOEVER, IN FUTURE.

Sd/-
(RAHUL TANDON)

ADVOCATE
Ch - 14, CIVIL SUPPLY BUILDING, TIS

HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Smt Usha Rani Jain & Sh.
Rakesh Kumar Jain resident of B-328,
Sector 20, Noida, UP and their daughter
Smt. Preeti Jain have disowned and
debarred their son & brother Sh. Mohit
Jain & his wife Meenakshi Jain resident of
A-1508 Street No. 15, Budh Vihar, Rohini,
Delhi from their all movable and
immovable properties from the date of this
publication. Any person/s, natural or
juristic, firm, institution(s) etc dealing with
them shall do so at their own risk and
consequences with no responsibility to my
aforesaid clients.

Sd/-
YASH KUMAR

Advocate
Chamber No. 921, Lawyers Chambers,

Rohini, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform public at large that my Clients
namely Sh. Mohit Kumar S/o Sh.
Shreekrishan and Smt. Sarita w/o Sh. Mohit
Kumar both R/o H. No. 29, Shiv Mandir wali
Gali Village Dhirpur, Delhi-110009 have
disowned their daughter Namely Miss Tanya
from their movable and immovable properties
and severed all the relations from her as she
has become disobedient and out of their
control, if any person deals with her, he shall
do the same on his own risk and
responsibility.

Sd/-
(P.K. Dixit)

Advocate
CH. NO. A-35, AMARNATH

MONGA BLOCK
TIS HAZARI COURTS,

DELHI-110054
Ph. 9810258923

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to public in general; my
client Sh. Sunder Lal Yadav S/o Sh.
Sukhdev Singh Yadav, R/o 72-A,
Shivpuri, Part-II, Deendarpur,
Najafgarh, New Delhi- 110043 have
severed all his relations from her
daughter-in-law namely Ms. Varsha
Yadav D/o late Sh. Rajpal Yadav and
has disowned her from all her movable
and immovable property because of her
disrespectful, hostile nature and
quarrelsome behavior towards my
client. My client shall not be responsible
for any act done by her in future.

Sd/- Pramod Tyagi (Advocate)
En. No. D-2034/10

CHAMBER NO. 168, CIVIL SIDE TIS
HAZARI COURTS , DLEHI- 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
"Be it known to all that my clients Sh. Mahinder
Pal S/o Late Babu Lat /and Smt. Vinod Kumari
W/o Sh. Mahinder Pal, Both R/o 19/2, Bunglow
Park Area, D.B. Gupta Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-05, have lost their confidence in their son
and daughter-in-law namely Sh. Nitin Kumar
Goyal S/o Sh. Mahinder Pal R/o 19/2, Bunglow
Park Area, D.B. Gupta Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-05, aged about 35 years and Smt. Neha
Gupta age 31 years W/o Sh. Nitin Kumar Goyal
D/o Late Sh. Shyam Sunder Gupta R/o 7020,
Gali Tankiwali, Pahari Dhiraj, Delhi-06, because
of their unlawful/illegal conduct with general
public as well as with my client and clientess. I
hereby inform all of you that my clients have
debarred Nitin Kumar Goyal and Smt. Neha
Gupta from their personal life and also from their
movable/immovable and tangible/intangible
properties. Any person dealing with them please
take note of it that my client and clientess would
not be responsible for any legal/illegal/unlawful
conduct of their son and daughter-in-law.

Sd/-
S. B. PANDEY

(Advocate )
Ch.No. 251, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Court Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large being informed that my
client Mr. Mohd. Ashfaq Khan S/o
Late Mohd. Zahir and Smt. Shabnam
Khan W/o Sh. Mohd. Ashfaq Khan
R/o F-14, DDA Flat, Asaf Ali Road,
Turkman Gate, Delhi-110006 do
hereby debarred/disowned to their
son namely Mohd. Furqan Khan from
their all movable and immovable
properties and severed all relations
with immediately effect them. Any
body dealing with them will do at his
own cost, legal and illegal risk. My
client shall not be responsible for the
same.

Sd/- DEVENDRA KUMAR
Advocate

Ch.No. M-11, Western Wing, Tis
Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform public at large that my Clients
namely Sh. Krishan Sisodia S/O Sh. Nathu
Ram and Smt. Birhamu Devi w/o Sh. Krishan
Sisodia both R/o H. No. 29, Shiv Mandir wali
Gali Village Dhirpur, Delhi-110009 have
disowned their grand daughter Namely Miss
Tanya from their movable and immovable
properties and severed all the relations from
her as she has become disobedient and out
of their control, if any person deals with her,
he shall do the same on his own risk and
responsibility.

Sd/-
(P.K. Dixit)

Advocate
CH. NO. A-35, AMARNATH

MONGA BLOCK
TIS HAZARI COURTS,

DELHI-110054
Ph. 9810258923

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client SMT.
KRISHNA W/o LT. SH. SWARAJ R/o Plot
No. 14, KH. No. 36/4/2, Ramesh Tyagi
Colony, Village Jharoda Majra New Delhi-
110084 hereby give notice to public that
she has disowned and severed all her
relations with her son SACHIN S/o LT. Sh.
SWARAJ has separated from him and she
disown him completely and forever from
her moveable and immovable properties/
assets and her personal life. Anybody
dealing with him in civil and criminal matter
shall be doing at his/her/their own risk,
cost and responsibility.

Sd/-
Dev Raj Sukhija

ADVOCATE
Office: E-7, BQ Local Shopping

Complex, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

IT AND COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED
(KPDCL) PDD COMPLEX, BEMINA, SRINAGAR

E-mail: ceo.rapdrp.a@gmail.com
Tel.No: 0194-2490821, Fax No: 0194-2490829

EXTENSION NO. 1

On the request of prospective bidders, the last date of sub-
mission of online bids against this office e-NIT No. CEO-IT/C/
03 of 2020 dated 18.08.2020 invited for the supply of follow-
ing items:
a) 70 GSM German Standard Fanfold, 9 inch x 12 inch

size, Pre Printed Bill Form suitable for form/tractor feed
on Line/Dot matrix printers in Four Color Offset Printing
as per given format/sample.

b) 60 GSM, 10 inch x 12 inch size, Continuous Computer
Plain Paper with Engagement Holes suitable for
form/tractor feed on Line/Dot matrix printers.
and uploaded on www.jktenders.gov.in vide tender ID
2020_PDD_102573_1 Is hereby extended as per the
following schedule.

1. Extended Last date of online bid submission :
21/09/2020

2. Extended schedule date of technical Bid opening :
22/09/2020

All other terms and conditions as specified in the SBD
shall remain the same.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer

IT & Communication Division,
KPDCL

No: CEO-IT/C/ 644-47
Dated: 12/09/2020
DIPK-2329

1- fof'k"Vhdj.k la0 Mhohoh,u,y&
,e,e@3029&2020% tuin&,Vk ds
vUrxZr ftyk fpfdRlky;] ,Vk 33@11
ds0oh0 ,oa ,y0Vh0 ykbZu f'kf¶Vax ,oa
uohu la;kstu gsrq ykbZu dk dk;Z iw.kZ
tek ;kstuk esa VuZdh vk/kkj ij djkus
gsrq] /kjksgj jkf'k% #0 57]000@&]
fufonk 'kqYd% #0 3]540@& (th-,l-
Vh- lfgr)] fufonk [kqyus dh fnukad%
06-10-2020- 2- fof'k"Vhdj.k la0
Mhohoh,u,y&,e,e@3030&2020 %
tuin&,Vk ds vUrxZr fgUnqLrku yhoj
ljkSuh] ekjgjk ekxZ ls dka'khjke dkyksuh]
,Vk rd lM+d pkSM+hdj.k gksus ds dkj.k
fo|qr ykbZu f'kf¶Vax dk dk;Z iw.kZ tek
;kstuk esa VuZdh vk/kkj ij djkus gsrq]
/kjksgj jkf'k% #0 42]000@&] fufonk
'kqYd%#0 3]540@&(th-,l-Vh- lfgr)]
fufonk [kqyus dh fnukad% 06-10-2020
-fufonk 'kqYd dsoy vkWuykbu]
DVVNL, AGRA dh osclkbZV www.
dvvnl.org ds ek/;e ls gh Lohdkj
fd;k tk;sxkA fooj.k ds fy, d`i;k
fufonk çi= /;kuiwoZd i<+ ysaA 1-
mijksä fufonk,a fu/kkZfjr fnukad 06-10-
2020 dks 13%00 cts rd vkWuykbu
viyksM dh tk ldsaxh ,oa fu/kkZfjr
fnukad 07-10-2020 dks lk;a 16%00 cts
[kksyh tk;saxhA fufonk çi= m0ç0 'kklu
ds bZ&çksD;ksjeSaV iksVZy https://
etender.up.nic.in ij viyksM dh
tk;saxh] tgk¡ ls fufonk çi= MkmuyksM
fd;k tk ldrk gSA 2- Hkfo"; esa ;fn
dksbZ la'kks/ku vFkok fufonk frfFk foLrkj
gksrk gS rks mldh lwpuk bZ&Vs.Mj iksVZy
https://etender.up.nic.in ij
miyC/k djk;h tk;sxhA gLrk-@&
v/kh{k.k vfHk;Urk (lk0iz0)&I]
vf/kdtkudkjh gsrq d`i;k https://
etender.up.nic.in dks ykWx&bu
djsaA ßjk"Vª fgr esa fctyh cpk;saÞ
Ik=kad%7688@v/kh0vfHk0(lk0iz0)&I@
vkxjk@ foKkiu@fnukad%15-09-2020

nf{k.kakpy fo|qr
forj.k fuxe fy0

(CIN No.U31200UP2003SGC027460)

ÅtkZ Hkou] 220 ds-oh- fo|qr milaLFkku]
ckbZ&ikl jksM] fldUnjk] vkxjk &282007

(GSTIN No. 09AACCD0695D1ZS)
vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk lwpuk

GIST OF TENDER
e-NIT No:- PHE/QC&PD/08/e-Tender Dated: 12-09-2020.

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, e-tenders are invited on item rate basis in two covers from Govt.
registered / Gem approved manufacturers holding valid CML certification for the manufacture of said diame-
ters of G. I. Pipes who have Supplied Such Items in India and possess Satisfactory Performance and excellent track
record in the said field, with documentary evidence from Respective Govt. /Semi Govt. Departments /Corporations
/State or National level Undertakings for the following subject item.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
Office of the Executive Engineer Quality Control & Procurement

Division, HMT, Srinagar

S Subject of Supply: Estimated EMD Fee Cost of Validity
No Cost tender of Rates.

Documents

1 Rs 15.00 Rs 30.00 Rs 2500.00
Crores Lakhs

Supply of ISI marked GMS Tubes Conforming to IS: 1239 (Part-I)
2004 Sixth Revision read with up to date amendments of assorted
sizes ranging from 20mm NB upto and including 100mm NB (Light
class), 125mm NB upto and including 150mm NB (Medium class)
from Govt. Registered / Gem Approved Manufacturers holding valid
CML certification for the manufacture of said diameters of GMS
Tubes required for petty and maintenance works of the Department.

180 days
from

opening
of the

Price Bid.

The NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of Quantities (BOQ), set of terms and condi-
tions of contract and other details can be viewed /downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule of
dates given below:

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

Jal Shakti QC&PD PHE (K)
HMT Srinagar.

No.: PHE/QCPD/1869-1900
Dated: 12-09-2020
DIPK-5689

Time Schedule of e-Tender

1 Date of Inviting Tender

2 Documents Downloading Period

3 Clarification Period

4 Pre Bid Consultation

5 On Line Document Submission Period

6 Date of opening of Cover 1st.

7 Tender Document Receiving Authority

8 Tender Inviting Office

9 Document Fee

10 Earnest Money

11 Bid Opening Authority

12-09-2020……10.00AM

14-09-2020 (02.00PM) to 05-10-2020 (02.00PM)

14-09-2020 (02.00AM) to 26-09-2020 (04.00PM)

28-09-2020 (02:00PM)

14-09-2020 (02.00PM) to 05-10-2020 (04.00PM)

06-10-2020. …...02.00PM

Executive Engineer QC&PD PHE Jal Shakti HMT Srinagar. e-mail: xen-
mandp@gmail.com)

Executive Engineer QC&PD PHE Jal Shakti HMT Srinagar payable at Srinagar.

In the shape of treasury Challan favoring to Executive Engineer QC&PD PHE
Jal Shakti HMT Srinagar payable at Srinagar or e-transfer to J&K Bank A/c No:
0005010100005110 IFSC: JAKA0CHINAR

In the shape of CDR/FDR/BG from nationalized banks only having a branch in Srinagar.

Chief Engineer, Kashmir PHE, Jal Shakti Deptt. Srinagar.

National Health Mission
Odisha State Health & Family Welfare

Society Health & FW Department, Odisha
Department of Health & FW, Govt. of Odisha

Annex Building of SIH & FW, Nayapalli,
Unit-8 Bhubaneswar-751012

Advt. No: 17 / 20 Dated: 16/ 09/2020
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Operation &

Management of Primary Health Center (New) in
partnership mode under NHM.

Odisha State Health & Family Welfare Society invites
application from credible entities registered under
Society Registration Act/ Indian Trust Act/ Company
Act./ Institutions like Medical Colleges/Hospitals run
under Govt/ Public Sector/Pvt. Sector for operation &
management of 04 Primary Health Centers (New)
located in remote areas of the State in partnership
mode. The list of the PHC (N)s to be managed is
available in the RFP document.

Sealed proposals as per the prescribed RFP
document are invited from interested eligible bidders
for the "Operation and Management of the PHCs" at
the identified locations of the districts. The eligibility
criteria and detailed requirements for "Operation &
Management of PHCs" and the formats for
submission of proposals are set forth in the RFP
document which can be downloaded from the
website: www,nhmodisha.gov.in. Interested bidders
fulfilling the eligibility criteria may submit their
proposal(s) with EMD & documents as set forth in this
RFP. If the bidder wishes to apply for more than one
PHC they will have to submit separate proposal for
each PHC along with EMD and documents as set
forth in the RFP in sealed envelope (s) clearly super
scribing the name of the PHC on the envelop (s). The
bidders have to submit their proposal(s) to the
respective District(s) in which they want to apply. The
detailed address for submission of proposal at the
District (s) is mentioned in the RFP document.

Proposal(s) complete in all respect should reach the
District (s) by Speed Post or Registered Post or
Courier only on or before 06/10/2020. The pre bid
queries, if any, are to be addressed in the e-mail ID:
pppcellnrhm@gmail.com latest by 21/09/2020 by
5.00 P.M. The clarification/amendment, if any, due to
the pre bid queries shall only be hosted in the NHM,
Odisha website (www.nhmodisha.gov.in (under
‘Tender’ link). The proposal(s) shall be opened in the
concerned district on the date and time mentioned in
the RFP. Name of the PHC and the RFP reference no.
must be super scribed on the sealed envelope.
Incomplete applications/applications received in an
open envelop/applications received after the due
date/from the blacklisted NGOs/ Trusts will be
summarily rejected. The authority reserves the right
for cancellation/ modification of guidelines for
selection without assigning any reason thereof. No
personal inquiry shall be entertained

-Sd-
Mission Director, NHM & Member Secretary,

OSH&FW Society
OIPR-10084/11/0010/2021

E-244

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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MEANWHILE

ROSAPARKS’ HOMEDISPLAYED IN ITALY
TheDetroithousewhereUScivilrightsiconRosaParkstookrefugeafterherhistoricbusboy-
cottisgoingondisplayinItaly.It’sthelateststopforthehouseinayears-longsagathatbegan
whenParks’niecesavedthetinytwo-storyhomefromdemolitioninDetroitafterthe2008fi-
nancialcrisis.ShedonatedittoanartistwhorebuiltitfordisplayinGermany,andnowItaly.

LEBANON

AnotherBeirut
fireunnerves
residents
AFIRE erupted in a land-
mark building in Beirut’s
commercial district on
Tuesday, thesecondblaze
thismonth to send shud-
ders throughacapital still
in shock after amassive
portblastinAugustripped
through the
Mediterraneancity.There
were no immediate re-
portsofcasualtiesandthe
blazewas quickly extin-
guished, but it left resi-
dentsexasperatedinana-
tion that has been
hammeredbyadeepeco-
nomic crisis andwhich is
waitingforitspoliticiansto
formanewgovernment.
“It’s terrible. It’s unbeliev-
able,” said Joe Sayegh, 48,
who had been on a jog
through the city before
comingtothescene.

Anunder-construction
buildingcaughtfirein
BeirutonTuesday.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

USA

Househonours
slainSikhcop
THE US House of
Representativeshasunan-
imously passed a legisla-
tion tonameapost office
in Houston after Indian-
American police officer
Sandeep SinghDhaliwal,
whowasgunneddownin
thelineofdutyayearago.
Thebipartisan legislation,
Deputy Sandeep Singh
Dhaliwal Post Office Act,
was co-sponsoredby the
entire Texas delegation.
“DeputyDhaliwal repre-
sentedtheverybestofour
community: heworked
for equality, connection,
and community through
hislifeofservicetoothers,”
said Congresswoman
LizzieFletcher.

ALGERIA

Journalist
sentencedto2
years inprison
AN ALGERIAN court on
Tuesday sentenced jour-
nalist Khaled Drareni to
twoyearsinprisononap-
peal, reducinghisoriginal
sentence, in a trial that
rights group have de-
nouncedasviolatingpress
freedom.Drareni,editorof
theCasbahTribunenews
siteandAlgeriacorrespon-
dentofRSFandtheFrench
TV channel TV5Monde,
playedaprominentrolein
coveringthecountry'spro-
democracymovementlast
year.Hewas convictedof
“inciting an unarmed
gathering”and“endanger-
ingnational unity” linked
to coverageof theprotest
movement.

RICKGLADSTONE
SEPTEMBER15

WORLDWIDE CONTAGION, the
worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression and awarm-
ingplanet—not tomention ris-
ing hunger, growing legions of
refugees, xenophobic bombast
from strongmen leaders and a
new cold war between the
UnitedStatesandChina.
TheUnitedNationsisaboutto

celebrateitsbirthin1945fromthe
ruins ofWorldWar II, although
“celebrate”might seeman odd
choiceofwordamid the long list
ofcurrentglobalwoesandtheor-
ganisation’sownchallenges.

So the marking of the an-
niversarywillbemuted,andnot
onlybecauseworld leaderswill
beunable togather inperson to
raiseaglass—thepandemichas
reduced the General Assembly
beginning this week to virtual
meetings. As the world body
turns 75, it also faces profound
questions about its own effec-
tivenessandeven its relevance.
“The UN is weaker than it

shouldbe,”saidMaryRobinson,a
formerUNhighcommissionerfor
humanrightsandthefirstwoman
tobecomepresidentof Ireland.
WhentheUNwasfoundedby

theAlliedvictors, thegoalwas to
avertanotherdescentintoanother
global apocalypse. And for all its

shortcomings, the organisation
thatEleanorRooseveltcalled“our
greatesthopeforfuturepeace”has
atleasthelpedachievethat.
As he looked ahead toward

convening this year’s General
Assembly, Secretary-General
AntónioGuterresemphasisedthe
longview.Thevaluesembedded
in theUNCharter, he said, have
prevented“thescourgeofaThird
WorldWarmanyhadfeared”.
Still,theorganisationisstrug-

gling likeperhapsneverbefore.
Whileitistheleadingprovider

of humanitarian aid, and UN
peacekeepers operate inmore
than dozen unstable areas, the
UnitedNationshas beenunable
tobringanend to theprotracted

warsinSyria,YemenorLibya.The
Israeli-Palestinianconflictisnearly
asoldastheUnitedNationsitself.

UN statistics show that the
number of people forcibly dis-
placedworldwide has doubled

overthepastdecadeto80million.
The number suffering acute
hungerisexpectedtonearlydou-
ble by year’s end tomore than a
quarter billion, with the first
famines of the coronavirus era
lurkingattheworld’sdoorstep.
Guterres’entreatyforaglobal

ceasefiretohelpcombatthecoro-
navirus has gone largely un-
heeded.Hispleaforcontributions
toa$10billionemergencycoron-
avirus response plan to help the
neediesthad,asoflastweek,been
metwithcommitments totaling
justaquarterof thegoal.Thatre-
sponse “barely justifies the de-
scription of ‘tepid,’ ” saidMark
Lowcock,thetopUNreliefofficial.
The UNwas intended at its

inception to provide a forum in
whichallcountriesbelievedthey
hadameaningfulvoice.
Butitsbasicstructuregiveslit-

tle real power to themain body,
the General Assembly, and the
most to theWorldWar II victors
—Britain, China, France, Russia
andtheUnitedStates—witheach
wielding a veto on the 15-seat
Security Council as permanent
members.Thecouncilisempow-
ered to impose economic sanc-
tionsandistheonlyUNentityper-
mittedtodeploymilitaryforce.No
permanentmemberseemswill-
ingtoalterthepowerstructure.
It is not only on questions of

warandceasefireswheretheUN
is struggling for results.

TheSustainableDevelopment
Goals, 17UNobjectives aimedat
eliminating inequities that in-
cludepoverty,genderbiasandil-
literacyby2030,areimperiled.
UNveteranssaymultilateral-

ism—solvingproblemstogether,
atenetoftheorganisation’schar-
ter— increasingly collideswith
principles in the same charter
emphasising national sover-
eignty andnonintervention in a
country’s internalaffairs.
Theresultisoftendelaysofaid

ordenialofUNaccesstohumani-
tarian crises,whether indeliver-
ing supplies todisplacedSyrians,
investigatingevidenceofRohingya
massacresinMyanmarorhelping
sickchildreninVenezuela.NYT

WORLD BODY INCREASINGLY FACING QUESTIONS ABOUT ITS EFFECTIVENESS, RELEVANCE

As UN turns 75, the celebration is muted by calamity and conflict

STEVEHOLLAND&
MATTSPETALNICK
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBER15

THEUNITEDArabEmirates and
Bahrain signed agreements on
Tuesday for normalising rela-
tionswith Israel, becoming the
latestArabstatestobreakalong-
standing taboo in a strategic re-
alignment of Middle Eastern
countriesagainst Iran.
US President Donald Trump

hosted theWhite House cere-
mony, capping a dramatic
monthwhen first the UAE and
then Bahrain agreed to reverse
decadesof illwillwithouta res-
olution of Israel’s decades-old
disputewith thePalestinians.
Infrontofacrowdofhundreds

of people on theWhite House
lawn, PrimeMinister Benjamin
Netanyahu signed accordswith
Emirati ForeignMinister Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan
and Bahrain’s ForeignMinister
AbdullatifAlZayani.
The deals, denouncedby the

Palestinians,makethemthethird
and fourth Arab states to take
suchstepstonormalisetiessince
Israel signedpeace treatieswith
Egyptin1979andJordanin1994.
MeetingNetanyahuearlierin

the Oval Office, Trump said,
“We’ll have at least five or six
countries coming along very
quickly” to forge their own ac-

cordswith Israel. But hedidnot
name any of the nations in-
volved insuch talks.
Speaking from the White

House balcony, Trump said:
“We’re here this afternoon to
change the course of history.”
Flags of the United States,
Israel, the UAE and Bahrain
were in abundance.

Hecalledit“amajorstridein
which people of all faiths and
backgrounds live together in
peace and prosperity” and de-
claredthatthethreeMiddleEast
countries “aregoing towork to-
gether, theyare friends”.
The back-to-back agree-

ments mark an improbable
diplomaticvictoryforTrump.He
has spent his presidency fore-
castingdealsonsuchintractable
problems as North Korea’s nu-
clearprogramonlytofindactual
achievementselusive.
Bringing Israel, theUAE and

Bahrain together reflects their
shared concern about Iran’s ris-
inginfluenceintheregionandde-
velopment of ballisticmissiles.
Iranhasbeencriticalofbothdeals.
But in a sign that regional

strife is sure to continuewhile
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
remains unresolved, sirens
warning of rocket fire from
Gaza sounded in southern
Israel on Tuesday as a cere-
mony was under way in
Washington.REUTERS

ELIZABETHPIPER
&WILLIAMJAMES
LONDON,SEPTEMBER15

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
Johnson lashed out at the
EuropeanUniononMondayashe
won initial approval for aplan to
breachtheBrexittreaty,sayingthe
movewas needed because the
bloc had refused to take a “re-
volveroffthetable”intradetalks.
Johnsonwontheso-calledsec-

ondreadingparliamentaryvoteon
theInternalMarketBill340to263.
Awreckingamendmentwasde-
featedshortlybeforehand,though
more will follow as he faces a
growingrebellioninhisparty.
The EU says Johnson’s bill

would collapse trade talks and
propel the UK towards amessy
BrexitwhileformerBritishlead-
ers havewarned that breaking
the law is a step too far that un-

derminesthecountry’s image.
Johnsonsaid itwasessential

tocounter“absurd”threatsfrom
Brussels including that London
put up trade barriers between
BritainandNorthernIrelandand
imposea foodblockade.
“TheEUstillhavenottakenthis

revolveroffthetable,”Johnsontold
parliament “Whatwecannotdo
nowis toleratea situationwhere
ourEUcounterpartsseriouslybe-
lieve that theyhave thepower to
breakupourcountry.”REUTERS

REUTERS
HONGKONG,SEPTEMBER15

HONG KONGwill reopen bars,
swimming pools and theme
parks from Friday as it relaxes
coronavirus restrictions after
the testing of nearly two mil-
lionpeople inaprogrammeor-
ganisedbytheChinesegovern-
ment found42 cases.
The announcement by the

city’s health secretary, Sophia

Chan, comes days after the
Chinese special administrative
region reopened gyms and en-
tertainment venues and in-
creasedthenumberofpeopleal-
lowedtogather to four.
The ban on gatherings of

more than four people remains
inplaceasdoesabanonpeople
visiting public beaches as au-
thorities called forvigilance.
“We appeal to the public to

notbecomplacentand letdown
theirguard,”Chansaid.REUTERS

USPresidentDonaldTrumpspeaksprior tosigningthedealsas IsraelPMBenjaminNetanyahu,UAEForeignMinister
AbdullahbinZayedandBahrainForeignMinisterAbdullatifAlZayaniapplaudat theWhiteHouseonTuesday.Reuters

Is this really ‘peace intheMiddleEast’?

THETRUMPcampaign
hasalreadybrought
outadssaying the
President “achieved
PEACE in theMIDDLE
EAST”.WhileTrumpdidhelp
normalise relationsbetween
twoArabcountriesand Israel,
thekeyconflict in the region
remainsunaddressed. In the
US, the term“peace in the
MiddleEast”usually refers to
the Israel-Palestineconflict.
AndtheTrumpadministra-

tion,under the leader-
shipof JaredKushner,
failed inaverypublic
bid to findasolution to
theconflict. The

Palestinians stoppedengag-
ingwith theTrumpadminis-
tration, saying theUSonly
wanted todictate terms. It
wasafter this setback that the
administrationsought the
moremodestachievementof
bringing thePersianGulf
countriesand Israel together.

UAE,Bahrainsignhistoricpact
with Israelat theWhiteHouse
Trumphostsceremony,saystheUS-brokeredagreementsrepresentmajorstride

Boris JohnsonataCabinet
meetingonTuesday.AP

Boris lashes out at EU,
clears 1st hurdle for
Brexit treaty breach

HK to open bars, pools after mass testing

DisneylandinHongKongis
alsoset toopen.Reuters

EU top court
supports net
neutrality rules
London: The European Union’s
highest court has given its sup-
port to thebloc's rules that stop
internet providers from charg-
ing customers for preferential
access to theirnetworks.
TheEuropeanCourtof Justice

onTuesdayissueditsfirstinterpre-
tation of the EU’s net neutrality
rules since theywereadopted in
2015. The rules require telecom-
municationsproviderstotreatall
datatrafficthesame,andprevent
themfromreservingbetteraccess
for their ownservices, or selling
bandwidth tobigcompanies like
GoogleandNetflixwhileleavinga
slowerInternetforeveryoneelse.
Thecourtbackedtheprinciple

of open internet afterHungarian
firmTelenorMagyarorszag had
sought an interpretation of the
rules. Hungarian regulators had
stoppedthecompanyfromoffer-
ingtwo“zerotariff”packagesun-
der which data traffic used by
some applications and services
didn’t countbut traffic forothers
wasslowedorblocked.AP

ALEXANDERMARROW
MOSCOW,SEPTEMBER15

RUSSIANOPPOSITIONpolitician
Alexei Navalny shared a photo-
graph from a Berlin hospital on
Tuesday, sitting up in bed and
surrounded by his family, and
saidhecouldnowbreatheinde-
pendently following his sus-
pectedpoisoning lastmonth.
Thephoto—thestrongestev-

idenceyetofNavalny’sadvancing
recovery after emerging froma
comalastweek—wasswiftlyfol-
lowedby confirmation fromhis
press spokeswoman that he
plannedtoreturntoRussia.

“Hi,thisisNavalny. Imissyou
all,”hewroteinthecaptiontohis
Instagram followers. “I can still
hardlydoanything,butyesterday
Icouldbreathealldayonmyown.
Actuallyonmyown.”
The leading opponent of

PresidentVladimirPutin,fellvio-
lentlysickwhilecampaigningon
Aug.20andwasairliftedtoBerlin.
Germanysays laboratory tests in
threecountrieshavedetermined
hewaspoisonedwithaNovichok
nerveagent,andWesterngovern-
mentshavedemandedanexpla-
nationfromRussia.
Moscowhascalledtheaccu-

sations groundless. Kremlin
spokesmanDmitryPeskov reit-

erated Tuesday that Moscow
was open to clearing up what
happened to Navalny, but
neededaccesstoinformationon
his case from Berlin. He said
Moscow did not understand
why, if FrenchandSwedish lab-
oratories had been able to test
hismedicalsamples,Russiawas
notbeinggiventhesameaccess.
The casehas further strained

relationsbetweenRussiaandthe
West, alreadyatapost-ColdWar
lowsinceMoscow’s annexation
of Crimea fromUkraine in 2014
andtheattemptedpoisoningofa
formerRussiandoubleagentwith
thesameNovichoknerveagentin
Englandin2018.REUTERS

AlexeiNavalnypostedaphotoonInstagramshowinghiminhishospitalbedwithhiswife
andchildrenbyhisside.AP

Navalny posts photo from
hospital, plans Russia return

TheUNheadquarters inNewYork.Reuters

JONATHANLEMIRE,
AAMERMADHANI,
WILLWEISSERT&
ELLENKNICKMEYER
SACRAMENTO,SEPTEMBER15

WITH THE smell of California
wildfires in the air, President
Donald Trump onMonday ig-
nored the scientific consensus
that climate change is playing a
central role in historic West
Coast infernos and renewedhis
unfounded claim that failure to
rake forest floorsandcleardead
timber ismostly toblame.
Thefiresarethreateningtobe-

comeanotherfrontinTrump’sre-
electionbid,whichisalreadyfac-
ing hurdles because of the
coronavirus pandemic, jobless-
ness and social unrest. His
Democraticchallenger, JoeBiden,
inhisownspeechMondaysaidthe
destructionandmountingdeath
toll acrossCalifornia,Oregonand
Washingtonrequirestrongerpres-
idential leadership and labelled
Trumpa“climatearsonist.”
Trump traveled toNorthern

California to be briefed by
DemocraticGov.GavinNewsom

andotherstateandfederalofficials.
At one point, state Natural
ResourcesAgencySecretaryWade
Crowfooturged thepresident to
“recognize the changing climate
andwhatitmeanstoourforests.”
“Ifweignorethatscienceand

sort of put our head in the sand
andthinkit’sallaboutvegetation
management,we’renotgoingto
succeed together protecting
Californians,”Crowfootadded.

Trumpresponded,“Itwillstart
gettingcooler, justyouwatch.”
Crowfoot politely pushed

back thathewishedthescience
agreed with the president.
Trumpcountered, “I don’t think
scienceknows, actually.”
That strikingmoment came

on a day of dueling campaign
events, with Trump and Biden
dramatically contrasting their
outlooksonclimatechange.AP

US partners with
SE Asian nations
to counter China

Trump says wanted
Assad dead in 2017
Washington:USPresidentDonald
TrumpsaidTuesdayhewantedto
order theassassinationof Syrian
PresidentBasharal-Assadin2017
butwasadvisedagainstitbythen
DefenceSecretaryGen(Rtd)James
Mattis.“Iwouldhaverathertaken
him(Assad)out. Ihadhimall set.
Mattisdidn’twanttodoit,”Trump
toldFoxNewswhenaskedifAssad
hadordered chemical bombsbe
droppedontheSyriatownofKhan
SheikhouninApril2017.PTI

Washington:TheTrumpadmin-
istrationhasannouncedtheam-
bitiousMekong-USpartnership
which aims to curb China's
growing influence in Southeast
Asia andpromote economic in-
dependence of partner nations.
Apart fromtheUS, the coalition
includes Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar, Thailand and
VietnamfromSoutheastAsia. It
was formally launched after a
virtual meeting on September
11. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeosaideffortswill include
working closely with Japan,
Australia,SouthKorea,India,and
other like-mindedpartners.PTI

ONVISITTOWILDFIRE-HITCALIFORNIA

Trump on climate change:
I don’t think science knows

AsatelliteimageshowstheAugustComplexwildfire,burning
nearChico,California,onMonday.MaxarTechnologiesviaReuters

New Delhi
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DIPR/3443/Tender/2020

TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
Sl.
No Material Description Bid Issue

Date
Bid Due
Date

1

Installation, Testing & Commissioning
of Electrical Equipments including
supply of miscellaneous accessories for
TNPL Unit-II MEP

16.09.2020 30.09.2020

Detailed terms & conditions, Tender Fee, EMD, etc. are
available in tender document at our websites: www.tnpl.com /
www.tenders.tn.gov.in

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

Kagithapuram - 639 136, Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu
E-mail: pmd1@tnpl.co.in , Ph: 04324-277 001 (10 Lines), Extn: 4402/4568

On 16 Sep 1999 No 9420361 Late Rfn Diwakar
Tamang of 3/11 GR had made supreme
sacrifice during OP VIJAY (Kargil) in Sep 1999.

Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and
All Ranks

On 16 Sep 1999 No 9418636 Late Nk Darjey
Bahadur Tamang of 3/11 GR had made
supreme sacrifice during OP VIJAY (Kargil) in
Sep 1999.

Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and
All Ranks

SSAALLUUTTEE TTHHEE SSOOLLDDIIEERR

T TAMILNADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.

DIPR/3440/Tender/2020 General Manager (Equipment)
For details visit www.tenders.tn.gov.in and TNMSC website www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in.

No.417, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai-600 008.
Phone : 28191890 / 28190259; Fax: 044 –28190636 E-Mail: equipment.tnmsc@tn.gov.in

SI.
No.

Equipment and Quan�ty
with Nos. in Bracket Tender No. Sale

Period
Submission
of Bids

Opening of
Bids

1.

Upper GI Endoscope En�re Set
(13), Video Duodenoscope with
ERCP Accessories En�re Set (10),
Video Colonoscope En�re Set (12),
Endoscopic Table (20), Endoscopic
Washer Disinfector (13), Video
Bronchoscope (Flexible) (2) &
Ultraslim Video Gastroscope (6)

PKG4/ICB/
TNUHP/JICA/
C2/END/
TNMSC/ENGG/
2020
dt.04.02.2020

Upto
29.09.2020

30.09.2020,
11.00 AM

30.09.2020,
12.00 PM

1. The Tender due dates are extended as follows:
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING – TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR

(Telefax: 0194-2496089, E-mail ID: xenmhchdk@yahoo.in)
GIST OF E-NIT No: MHCHD/TS /2019-20/III/e-Tendering

Dated: 14.09.2020
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K State e-tenders are invited from registered/

reputed/experienced firms with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central
Governments for the below mentioned work:

1. The Tender document Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica-
tions, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details
can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in from
14.09.2020 (18.00 hrs).

2. The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from
15.09.2020 (10:00hrs) to 20.09.2020 (14:00 hrs) in two (02) cover.

3. The bids uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on
21.09.2020 (15.00 hrs) or any date convenient to the department in the office of
Executive Engineer, MHCHD, Srinagar.

Executive Engineer,
MHCHD,
Srinagar

Name of Work Est. Cost. Cost of Earnest Time of Position
(Rs. in Lacs) T/Doc. Money Completion of Fund

(in Rupees) (In Rs.) (in Days)
1 2 3 4 5 6

1.10 200 2200 05 AvailableProviding and Fitting of MCCB 1000
Amp capacity on the output of the
630 KVA Transformer along with
allied works in order to connect 600
LPM Oxygen Plant at Govt. SMHS
Hospital, Srinagar

DIPK-5683

cegKÙe keâejKeevee ØeyevOekeâ/šerScemeer/meer.heer.Dees.SÛe/Gòej ceOÙe jsueJes, ØeÙeeiejepe Éeje Yeejle kesâ je°^^heefle kesâ e fueÙes Gòej ceOÙe jsueJes,
ØeÙeeiejepe SJeb Gvekeâer Deesj mes e fvecveefueefKele efveOee&e fjle keâeÙe& ke sâ e fueÙes F&-efveefJeoeSB e fveOee&e fjle Øehe$e hej efoveebkeâ 16.10.2020 keâes 15:00 yepes
lekeâ Deecebe f$ele keâer peeleer nw~ keâeÙe& keâe efJeJejCe efvecve Øekeâej nw:-

GGòòeejj cceeOOÙÙee jjssuueeJJeess,, ØØeeÙÙeeeeiieejjeeppee
evf eeJf eoe meÛt evee meKb Ùee: TMC/CPOH/PRYJ/20-21/03

eof veekb eâ: 10.09.2020 FF&-&-ššsvsv[[eeEjEjiiee eefvfveeeefJfJeeooee mmeetÛtÛeevveeee
keâeÙe&heeuekeâ DeefYeÙevlee/meer.heer.Dees.SÛe,

Gòej ceOÙe jsueJes, ØeÙeeiejepe

keâeÙe& meceeheve keâer DeJeefOe: 24 ceen efveefJeoe Kegueves keâer efleefLe: 16.10.2020 efmeefceuej Jeke&â kesâ efueÙes vÙetvelece JeebÚveerÙe DeeOeej: Mee@he Heäueesj hej
neF[^esefuekeâ nespe, neF[^esefuekeâ efmeefuev[j mes mecyeefvOele efkeâmeer Yeer Øekeâej keâer š^wkeâ ceMeerve hej efjhesÙeefjbie/efjheuesmecesvš keâe keâeÙe& DeLeJee neF[^esefuekeâ
keâceerMeefvebie mes mecyeefvOele š^wkeâ ceMeerve hej keâeÙe&~ veesš:- (1) GheÙeg&òeâ F&-efveefJeoe keâe hetCe& efJeJejCe efveefJeoe Øehe$e meefnle JesyemeeFš
http://www.ireps.gov.in hej meceÙe 15:00 yepes lekeâ efveefJeoe Kegueves keâer efleefLe lekeâ GheueyOe jnsiee~ (2) GheÙeg&òeâ efveefJeoe ceW F&-efye[ kesâ DeueeJee
efkeâmeer DevÙe ™he ceW efye[ mJeerkeâej veneR keâer peeÙesieer~ Fme ØeÙeespeve nsleg Jesv[jeW keâes ÛeeefnÙes efkeâ Jes Deheves Deehekeâes I.T. Act-2000 kesâ Devleie&le C.C.A.

Éeje peejer ef[efpešue nmlee#ej ØeceeCehe$e kesâ meeLe IREPS keâer JesyemeeFš hej hebpeerke=âle keâjeÙeW~ (3) efveefJeoe keâer ojW kesâJeue ef[efpešue nmlee#eefjle
HeâeFvesefvmeÙeue jsš hespe hej ner efJeÛeejCeerÙe nQ~ ojW leLee DevÙe efJeòeerÙe ØeYeej DevÙe efkeâmeer Yeer Heâece&/uesšj ns[ hej Ùeefo mebueive nw lees Gme hej efJeÛeej
veneR efkeâÙee peeÙesiee leLee meerOeer leewj hej DeceevÙe keâj efoÙee peeÙesiee~ (4) efveefJeoeoelee Deheveer efveefJeoe kesâ meeLe ™0 100/- kesâ veeve pet[erefmeÙeue mšwche
heshej hej veesšjer Éeje ØeceeefCele efkeâÙee ieÙee efveOee&efjle ØeesHeâecee& hej MeheLe-he$e pewmee efveefJeoe Øehe$e ceW GefuueefKele nw, Øemlegle keâjWies, efpemekesâ DeYeeJe ceW
Gvekeâer efveefJeoe DeefJeÛeejCeerÙe nesieer leLee efvejmle keâj oer peeÙesieer~ (5) ceeue SJeb/DeLeJee mesJeeDeeW kesâ mehueeÙej/"skesâoej meceÙe-meceÙe hej efveOee&efjle
peer.Sme.šer. Skeäš leLee efveÙeceeW kesâ Devleie&le neWies~ (6) mebueive efkeâÙes peeves Jeeues meYeer Øehe$e efveefJeoekeâlee& Éeje nmlee#eefjle nesves ÛeeefnÙes~ (7) efveefJeoe
metÛevee keâes Gòej ceOÙe jsueJes keâer JesyemeeFš http://www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in hej Yeer Deheuees[ keâj efoÙee ieÙee nw~ (8) efveefJeoe Øehe$e keâe
cetuÙe SJeb yeÙeeves keâer jeefMe kesâJeue vesš yeQeEkeâie DeLeJee iesšJes Yegieleeve kesâ ™he ceW ner mJeerkeâej keâer peeÙesieer~ (9) efkeâmeer Yeer Øekeâej keâer lekeâveerkeâer mecemÙee
kesâ meceeOeeve kesâ efueS IREPS keâer JesyemeeFš keâer nsuheueeFve mes mecheke&â efkeâÙee pee mekeâlee nw~ (10) DeeveueeFve efveefJeoe efoveebkeâ 16.10.2020 keâes
15:00 yepes lekeâ Øemlegle keâer pee mekeâleer nw~

wwwwww..nnccrr..iinnddiiaannrraaiillwwaayyss..ggoovv..iinn @ CPRONCR@ CPRONCRNNoorrtthh cceennttrraall rraaiillwwaayy

964/20 (P)

Devecg eeevf ele ceut ÙekeâeÙeeX keâe efJeJejCeefveefJeoe mebKÙee yeÙeeves keâer jkeâce evf eeJf eoe Øehe$e keâe ceut Ùe

keâeÙe& DevegmetÛeer kesâ Devegmeej meerheerDeesSÛe/ØeÙeeiejepe ceW neF[^esefuekeâ
nespe, neF[^esefuekeâ efmeefuev[j Deewj meye-Demescyeueer kesâ cejccele keâe keâeÙe&

™.
7082818.72

™.
141700/-

™.
5000/-

TMC/CPOH/

PRYJ/04-20-21

›eâ.meb.

1.

ODISHA STATE MEDICAL
CORPORATION LTD
(A Govt. of Odisha Undertaking)

Regd. Office: Odisha State Medical
Corporation Ltd.,

Convent Square, Bhubaneswar - 751 007, Odisha
website: www.osmcl.nic.in,

Email: logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in
Phone No: (0674) 2380608

No. 11864 Dtd.: 15.09.20

Sealed tender are invited from Manufacturer /
Authorized Stockiest / Authorized Distributor for
supply of Oxygen Cylinder (empty) (Refillable
seamless steel gas cylinders) with valve and
Cap. (BIS), 46.7 litres to CDS, OSMCL,
Bhubaneswar, which can be downloaded from the
“notification” section of OSMCL’s official website
http://osmcl.nic.in. The sealed tender should
reach to the undersigned on or before 22nd

September 2020 to upto 11 AM.

It is further to notify that corrigendum/ addendum, if
any related to this tender shall only be uploaded in
OSMCL Website and no publication shall be made
in the Newspapers.

Sd/-
Gm Operations (D & S)

OSMCL, BBSR
OIPR-10112/11/0028/2021

CAD-472

SHORT TENDER NOTICE

Union Territory Of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD (R&B)

DIVISION KATRA
(Tele- Fax No. 01991-232043 E-mail address eepwdkatra@gmail.com)

Cancellation of tender
Name of the work:- 1) Providing and laying WMM and 25mm thick OGPC on

Tikri Katra Road in Km 1st to 16 in Stretches and patch-
es. (Under Non-Plan 2020-21)
2) Providing and laying WMM and 25mm thick
OGPC on Upper Domail Katra Road in Km 1st to
2nd RD (0-400) in Stretches and patches. (Under
Non-Plan 2020-21)

Reference:- This office e-NIT No:- 08 of 2020-21 Dated:- 26-08-
2020.

Due to poor response, the above noted works may treated and can-
celled and fresh tender shall be invited shortly.

[Er. Rajesh Kumar Gupta]
Executive Engineer

PWD (R&B) Division, Katra

No:- ________
Dated:-11-09-2020.
DIPJ-4526

New Delhi
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MGNREGS ODISHA SOCIETY
PANCHAYATRAJ & DRINKING

WATER DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

S.I.R.D COMPLEX, UNIT-8, BHUBANESWAR-12

Tel. No. 0674-2952205,

e-Mail: dsmnregs@gmail.com/ nrega.odisha@nic.in

17-NREG-11-9170 14336 Date: 11-09-2020

Invitation Of REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (REP)

For CLUSTER FACILITATION PROJECT under MGNREGS

Request for proposal is invited by Director, Special Projects-
cum-Mission Director, MGNREGS Odisha Society, PR & DW
Department for Selection of Human Resource service Provider
Agency for engagement of Thematic Experts under Cluster
Facilitation Project, MGNREGS. The details relating to the
eligibility criteria, terms & conditions and other information
relating to this RFP can be downloaded from the home page of
PR & DW Department website (http://odishapanchayat.
gov.in/).
Proposal may be submitted to the Director, Special
Projects-cum- Mission Director on the above mentioned
address in a sealed envelope.
The last date and time for submission of the RFP through
SPEED POST/ REGISTERED POST/ TENDER BOX is 7th
October 2020 up to 5.00 PM.

Sd/-
Director, Special Projects-cum-

Mission Director, MGNREGS Odisha Society
OIPR-19001-11/0006/2021

I-15

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA,
“e”-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
KHORDHA (R&B) CIRCLE, KHORDHA

WORKS DEPARTMENT
Tender call Notice

E-mail- rbcirclekhurda@gmail.com
Bid Identification No. SE-Khordha (R&B) Circle-07/2020-21 Memo
No- Dt. 04.09.2020
The Superintending Engineer, Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha on behalf
of Governor of Odisha inviting percentage rate bid in double cover
system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for Building works as
detailed in the table below:

7. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Futher
details can be seen from the Website: https:tenderodisha.gov.in.
Any addendum/ Corrigendum/ Cancellation of tender can also be
seen in the said website.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,

Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha
OIPR-34127/11/0011/2021

B-249

1. Nature of Work : Building Works

2. No. of Work : 4 Nos

3. Tender Cost : Rs. 10000.00 (On-Line)

4. Class of Contractor : Special Class A Class & B Class

5. Available of Bid document
in the Website

: From Dt. 18.09.2020 10.00 AM to
Dt. 28.09.2020 5.00 PM

6. Date of opening of Bid : Dt. 29.09.2020 at 11.30 AM

(O/o CE/TS, B-1, Shakti Vihar, Patiala)
Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

In case tender process is not completed due to any reason, no CORRI-
GENDUM will be published in newspapers. Details regarding corrigen-
dum may be seen on PSPCL website www.pspcl.in and
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

Sd/-
Dy. CE/SS (Design),

PSPCL, Patiala.
Email ID: se-ss-design@pspcl.in

C298/2020
77145/Pb

Tender Enquiry No.

Short Description

Quantity

EMD

Start date for Downloading of
Tender specification

Last date of downloading of
tender documents

Last date of Bid submission

Bid opening (Part-I & II)

Tender Documents

Contact No. of e-tendering
agency (M/s GePNIC)

Contact Person Office Address

217/SS-II (D)

MANUFACTURE, TESTING, SUPPLY & DELIV-
ERY OF 11 KV VCB Panels (SCADA Compatible)
of assorted types/ratios.

Rs. 7,70,000/- (Maximum)
Rs. 1,92,500/- (Minimum)

16.09.2020

19.10.2020 upto 1130 Hrs.

19.10.2020 upto 1130 Hrs.

20.10.2020 upto 1130 Hrs.

Detailed Tender documents can only be downloaded
from website https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

0172-2970263, 0172-2970284

Dy. CE/SS (Design), C-1, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala

Sr. Description NIT Qty.
No. (Nos.)

1 11 KV Incoming VCB Panels 10

2 11 KV Outgoing VCB Panels 73

3 11 KV Capacitor Control VCB Panels 8

4 11 KV Bus Coupler VCB Panels 9

Total 100

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

RUSSIA’S COVID-19 vaccine
SputnikVhasgarneredinter-
est from veterinary and hu-
man vaccinemaker Indian
ImmunologicalsLtd,whichis
currently engaged in talks to
potentially collaborate to
massmanufactureithere.The
talks,stillnotfinalised,involve
an exchange of information
on both sides to ascertain
whether the Hyderabad-
headquartered firmcan suc-
cessfully incorporate the
Russiantechnologyandscale
upproductionhere,TheIndian
Expresshaslearnt.
“We are in talks.We are

exploringtheoptionofman-
ufacturingtheSputnikVvac-
cinehereafter itgetsthereq-
uisiteapprovals,”DrKAnand
Kumar, managing director,
Indian Immunologicals con-
firmed when contacted.
“Rightnow,we’veexchanged
some information thatwe’re
going throughandwe’venot
decidedonityet,”hesaid.
AccordingtoKumar,there

are “a lot”of parameters that
willneedtobeconsideredbe-
foreanythingis finalised.
“Wehave to seewhether

the technology can be suc-
cessfully transferred to our
platform andhowmuchwe
canproduce.We’relookingat
thecompatibilityofwhatthey
havedone,whetheritfitswith
the equipmentwehave and
atwhatscalewecanproduce
thisvaccine,”hesaid.
SputnikVisahumanade-

noviralvectorvaccine,which
basically uses a genetically
modified virus to carry the
code for the cells in the hu-
man body to produce the
spiky outer layer (spike pro-
tein)oftheSARS-CoV-2virus.
This is expected to help the
bodyrecognisethisspikepro-
teinasaforeignsubstanceand
build an immune response
against it so that it can tackle
the real viruswhen it tries to
infect.
The vaccine was devel-

oped by Moscow-based
Gamaleya Research Institute
of Epidemiology and
Microbiology and is the first
Covid-19 vaccine to be regis-
tered,thoughphase3trialsof

the candidate had not been
conductedwhen Russia ap-
provedthevaccine.Post-reg-
istration trials involving
40,000 volunteers are now
underwaythere,whileBrazil’s
regulatoryauthoritiesarealso
expected to grant approvals
followingphase3trials.
“We’re still studying the

information they’ve givenus
... itmighttakesometimebe-
fore anything is finalised, as
the exchange of information
isstillongoing,”saidKumar.
QueriestoRussia’ssovere-

ignwealthfund,theRussiaDi-
rect Investment Fund (RDIF),
whichhasbeencloselyinvol-
ved in discussionswith vari-
ous countries for supply of
SputnikV,includingIndia,re-
mainedunansweredbypress
timeTuesday.
Indian Immunologicals

hassofarearmarkedacapac-
itytomakearound20million
singledosevaccinesforCovid-
19,which couldgoup to200
millionifthevaccineismulti-
dose,Kumarsaid.
TheHyderabad firm also

has an agreement with
GriffithUniversityinAustralia
to develop a live attenuated
vaccine. Kumar last month
saidinapaneldiscussionwith
Telangana IT Minister KT
RamaRao that human trials
forthatvaccinecandidateare
likelytobegininthefirstcou-
pleofmonthsof2021.
InapressbriefingonSept-

ember8,NitiAayogMember
(Health)DrVKPaul had said
that the central government
hadbeenexploringthepossi-
bilityofmanufacturingSput-
nik V here when a scale up
wouldberequired.Ithadalso
been looking at conducting
largescalephase3humantri-
alsof thevaccineinIndia.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

PHARMAWATCH
COVIDVACCINECANDIDATE

Indian Immunologicals
in talks to manufacture
Russia’s Sputnik V; ‘lot of
parameters to consider’

“We’re still studying
the information
they’ve givenus ... it
might take some time
before anything is
finalised, as the
exchangeof
information is still
ongoing.”

KANANDKUMAR
MD, INDIAN IMMUNOLOGICALS

BRIEFLY
AutomateNPA
recognition:RBI
Mumbai:TheReserveBank
of India (RBI) has asked
bankstostopmanual inter-
vention and complete the
automation of bad loan
(non-performing assets or
NPAs) recognitionandpro-
visioningprocessesby June
30,2021. ENS

$1bnFDIfrom
Chinain4yrs
NewDelhi:Over1,600Indian
companiesreceivedforeign
direct investments (FDI) of
$1 billion fromChina from
April2016toMarch2020,as
pergovernmentdata.

TKMtoinvest
over`2Kcr
NewDelhi:ToyotaKirloskar
Motor(TKM)vice-chairman
VikramKirloskarsaidTues-
day that the companywill
investoverRs2,000crorein
thenext12months,refuting
astatementbyaseniorcom-
pany official that itwould
stop further expansion in
Indiaduetohightaxes.PTI

Economyto
shrink9%:ADB
NewDelhi: India’seconomy
willshrinkby9percentthis
fiscal, theAsianDevelopm-
entBanksaidTuesday. PTI

OVER`12,800CRINVESTEDINDOWNGRADEDDEBTSECURITIES

AANCHALMAGAZINE&
SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

WITHCONCERNS being raised
abouttheexposureoftheEmplo-
yees’ProvidentFundOrganisation
(EPFO)todowngradeddebtsecu-
rities,theretirementfundbodyis
consideringexercisingalllegalop-
tions, including criminal action,
againstcompaniesforrecoveryof
itsstresseddebtinvestmentsam-
ountingtooverRs12,800crore.
At itsmeeting lastweek, the

Central Board of Trustees (CBT)
chalkedoutaplanof actionafter
discussingthestatusreportsofthe
risky investments spread across
companies including Reliance
Capital, DHFL, IL&FS, Yes Bank,
Indiabulls and IDFC, three CBT
members said.Measures for re-
coverywillbetakenforeachcom-
pany separately on “priority ba-
sis”, theysaid.
“The Board has flagged con-

cerns about distressed invest-
ments of the EPFO, pushing for
immediaterecoveryoftheinvest-
mentsasearlyaspossible.Allpos-
siblelegaloptionswillbeexplored
against thesecompanies, includ-
ing initiationof criminal action if
there isprimafacieevidenceof a

deliberateintentofdefault,”aCBT
membertoldTheIndianExpress.
A senior EPFOofficial said all

legaloptionsarebeingconsidered
anddueprocesswillbe followed
for recovery, adding, “Adequate
timewould beprovided to such
companiesforaresponse,butif it
isfoundthattheyaremakingpay-
ments toother companieswhile
intentionallydefaultingonEPFO’s
repayments,thencriminalaction
couldalsobeconsidered.”
TheEPFOhas approximately

Rs 12,874 crore invested in the
downgradeddebt securities. Its
investment inRelianceCapital is
peggedataroundRs2,500crore;
aboutRs4,300croreinYesBank;
aboutRs2,500croreinIndiabulls;
about Rs 1,700 crore in IDFC;
aboutRs1,300croreinDHFL;and
about Rs 574 crore in IL&FS.
Investments byexempted firms,
whichmanage EPF accounts on
their own for their employees, is
overandabovethisamount.
Responding to an email sent

by The Indian Express, Gagan
Banga, vice chairman,MD and
CEOofIndiabullsHousingFinance
said, “Indiabulls has repaid Rs
1,000 croreout of Rs2,500 crore
toEPFOearlierthismonth.”
“IndiabullsHousingFinanceis

raising additional equity of Rs
2,200crorethatwill significantly
raise our capital adequacy ratio.
Whilewewitnessedadowngrade
fromAAA toAA, I expect the se-
curitiestowitnessanupgradego-
ingforward,”headded.
While IL&FS said it doesn’t

wanttocomment,noothercom-
panyrespondedtothemailssent.
The EPFO’s stressed invest-

mentshadsurfacedasearlyaslast
yearwhen,intheaftermathofthe
NBFCcrisis,manyofthesedebtin-
vestmentsweredowngradedby

ratingagencies.TheFinanceMini-
stry hadalso questioned the Fu-
nd’sexposure to IL&FSandother
risky entities before clearing the
interestratepayoutfor2018-19.
Dueto liquidityconcerns, the

EPFOhasoptedtosplit the inter-
estratepayoutforFY20—8.15per
cent (estimated at Rs 58,000
crore)basedondebtcomponent
will be paid soon,while the re-
maining0.35percent(estimated
atRs2,700 crore)will be subject
toredemptionoftheEPFO’sunits
in exchange traded fundsbefore
December31.At8.5percent, the
EPFinterestrateisataseven-year
low. If the redemption of units
doesnotcomethroughasantici-
pated, the 8.15 per cent interest
ratewould be the lowest since
1977-78,whentheEPFOpaidout
aninterestrateof8percent.
Thereturnsfromtheequityin-

vestmentsoftheEPFO,addingup
tooverRs1lakhcrore,hadturned
redin2019-20,yielding(negative)
-8.3 per cent. There have been
concernsabouttheEPFOinterest
rate for 2020-21 financial year,
whichwould be finalised early
next year, given the volatility in
stockmarkets. The EPFO invests
85percentof itsannualaccruals
inthedebtmarketand15percent
inequitiesthroughETFs.

WHILETHECBThassh-
ownanintenttorecover
themoneystuckindebt
papersofstressedcompa-
nies,thefactisthat,even
astheCentrehasbeen
pushingfortransparency
onall fronts,EPFO’sinves-
tmentsremainlargely
opaque.Infact, investm-
entsinstressedfirmsonly
cametolightafterrating
agenciestookaction
againsttheborrowers.
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EPFO looks at criminal action to
recover stressed investments

US broke trade rules
by imposing tariffs
on China, says WTO
REUTERS
GENEVA/BRUSSELS,
SEPTEMBER15

THEWORLDTradeOrganization
foundonTuesdaythattheUnited
Stateshadbreachedglobaltrading
rules by imposingmulti-billion
dollar tariffs inPresidentDonald
Trump’stradewarwithChina.
Washingtonsays tariffs it im-

posedtwoyearsagoonmorethan
$200billioninChinesegoodswere
justifiedbecauseChinawas forc-
ingcompaniestotransfertechnol-
ogyandintellectualproperty.But
theWTO’sthree-personpanelsaid
theUSdutiesbroke trading rules
becausetheyappliedonlytoChina
andwereabovemaximumrates
agreed by the United States.
Washington had not then ade-

quately explainedwhy itsmeas-
ureswereajustifiedexception,the
panel concluded.”This panel re-
portconfirmswhattheTrumpad-
ministrationhasbeen saying for
fouryears:theWTOiscompletely
inadequatetostopChina’sharm-
fultechnologypractices,”USTrade
RepresentativeRobert Lighthizer
saidinastatement.
China’s CommerceMinistry

saidBeijing supported themulti-
lateral trading system and re-
spectedWTOrulings, andhoped
Washingtonwoulddothesame.
TheUS could appeal against

Tuesday’s ruling. However, that
would put the case into a legal
void, because theUShasblocked
theappointmentof judges to the
WTO’sappellatebody,preventing
it fromconvening theminimum
numberrequiredtohearcases.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

THENATION’Smerchandise ex-
portscontinuedonitstrajectoryof
decline for the sixth consecutive
monthinAugust,dropping12.66
per cent to $22.70 billion last
month, according toCommerce
Ministrydata. Thedropwasma-
jorlyonthebackofdeclineinship-
mentsofproductslikepetroleum,
gemsandjewellery,garmentsand

fabrics, leather goods, electronic
andengineeringgoods.
Imports, too, dropped26.04

per cent to $29.47 billion in July
from the sameperiod last year,
narrowing the country’s trade
deficitto$6.77billionfrom$13.86
billioninAugust2019.Petroleum
andcrudeimportsdeclined41.62
percentto$6.42billion,whilegold
importsincreased171.27percent
to$3.70billion—theonlyproduct
intheimportcategorytoseetriple
digitgrowth.

Exports shrink for 6th mth in
a row on falling shipments of
petroleum, gems & jewellery

UNDERGOVT’SPLISCHEME

Housing electronic parts
manufacturing units: UP,
Tamil Nadu front-runners
AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

TAMILNADUandUttar Pradesh
have emerged front-runners for
settingupofnewmobileandelec-
troniccomponentmanufacturing
units,asmostcompaniesaresaid
to have shownmore interest in
these twostates, accordingtoof-
ficials in know of the develop-
ment.
WhileTamilNadu,whichhas

a“well-established” logistical in-
frastructureformobileandrelated
component manufacturing is
likely to bepreferred byApple’s
contractmanufacturer Pegatron,
otherProductionLinkedIncentive
(PLI)schemeapplicantsarescout-
ing for locations in Noida and
nearbyareasofUttarPradesh,of-
ficialssaid.
“Thesetwostatesalreadyhave

the basic logistical andother in-
frastructurenecessaryformobile
manufacturing.Theyhavealsoof-
fered additional tax breaks and

otherattractiveincentivesforini-
tial setting up,” an official who
askednot tobenamed, said. The
availability of trained labour in
these states have also helped
thempitch themselves better to
companieslookingtoexpandex-
istingunits, theofficialsaid.
As many as 22 global and

Indianmobilehandsetmakers,in-
cluding Samsung, Apple’s con-
tract manufacturers Foxconn,
Pegatron,andWinston,aswellas
Rising Star are among the appli-
cants for thescheme.Apart from
thephonemakers,nearly40elec-
troniccomponentmanufacturers
had also applied to set up new
units or expand existing plants
underthePLIscheme.
Thegovernment, inApril,no-

tifiedthenewPLIscheme,under
whichcompaniesthatsetupnew
mobile and specified equipment
manufacturingunitsorexpanded
their presentunitswouldget in-
centives of 4 to 6per cent on in-
crementalsales fromgoodmade
inIndia.

‘Indian startups should cut
reliance on foreign funding
sources like US and China’
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

SUGGESTINGTHATIndianstart-
ups should reduce dependency
on foreign funding sources like
theUS andChina, the Parliame-
ntary Standing Committee on
Finance called for expansion of
the Small Industries Develo-
pment Bank of India (SIDBI)
Fund-of-Fundsvehicletoallowit
toplayananchorinvestorrole.
The House panel, which

tableditsreporton“Financingthe
StartupEcosystem”inParliament

on Tuesday, also recommended
the Centre to abolish the long-
term capital gains tax for all in-
vestments in startups made
throughangelfunds,alternatein-
vestment funds and investment
LLPs.
“...Ataminimum,thisshould

be done for at least the next 2
years to encourage investments
during the pandemic period.
After this 2 year period, the
Securities Transaction Tax (STT)
may be applied to CIVs so that
revenue neutrality is
maintained,” the panel noted in
itsreport.

24x7 OTP-based cash
withdrawal at SBI ATMs
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER15

STATEBANKofIndia(SBI)hasde-
cided to introduce OTP-based
cashwithdrawalforRs10,000and
abovethroughout thedayacross
all SBIATMs in the countrywith
effectfromSeptember18,2020.

The bank had introduced
OTP-based cashwithdrawals of
above Rs 10,000 from8pm to 8
am through SBI ATMs from
January 1. SBI debit cardholders
will nowhave to enterOTP sent
on their registeredmobilenum-
bers alongwith their debit card
PIN each time, the state-owned
banksaid.

Need of the hour: Goyal on India-UK FTA

NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

FROMTHEfirstframeitwasclear
thiswasnotaregularAppleevent.
To startwith, CEOTimCookwas
not on stage at the Steve Jobs
Theatre. Hewasdownhill at the
AppleParkHQ,talkingtothecam-
erafromtheiconiccircularcorri-
dor by the curved glass panels.
Then, a minute or so into his
keynote, Cookwas talking about
theAppleWatch.
ThefocusonAppleWatchwas

alsoasignof the timesweare in.
The Apple Watch Series 6 has
manyfeatures,butCupertinowas
clearwhat tohighlight first. The

bloodoxygenreadingcapabilities
onthenewWatchserieswillalert
thosewearing the smart time-
piecewhenlevelsdrop,oneofthe

indicatorsofaCovid-19infection.
Thenewversion (Rs 40,900 on-
wards)willbepoweredbythelat-
est S6 chipwhichwill also let it
track sleep. But therewasmore.
AtRs29,900,theAppleWatchSE
is amore affordablemodelwith
similar features and a larger
screen,butaprocessorthatisone
versionolder.
Apple had stored the big an-

nouncement for the last though:
theall-newiPadAirwithadesign
thatlooksmoreonthelinesofthe
iPad Pro and a larger 10.9-inch
LiquidRetinascreen.FortheiPad
Air,thereisanewprocessor,the5
nanometerA14Bionicprocessor,
afirst intheindustry. Indiaprices
startatRs54,900.

GST taxpayers
to get more help
in filing returns
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER15

STARTINGTHISmonth,GST tax-
payerswillhave theassistanceof
auto-generateddocumentsdetail-
ing tax liabilityandavailabilityof
input tax credit (ITC) tomake it
easier for them to file their
monthlysummaryreturns(GSTR-
3B), theGoods and Services Tax
Network(GSTN)said.
Till now, taxpayerswere re-

quiredtocomputevaluesbutnow
thesystemhasbeenupgradedto
enablelinkingofsummaryreturns
andtheoutwardsupplyreturnor
GSTR-1.FE

NewDelhi:CommerceMinister
PiyushGoyal onTuesday saidhe
hasproposedtotheUKthatboth
thecountriesshouldstartengage-
ment for a free trade agreement
(FTA)as“itistheneedofthehour”.

India is committed to an FTA
with the UK and it will also be
good for Commonwealth coun-
tries, he said, while addressing
CII’s India-UK Economic
PartnershipSummit.PTI

Sign of the times, Apple Watch
Series 6 can monitor blood oxygen

ThenewAppleWatchbeing
introducedduringaspecial
eventatApple’sheadquarters
inCupertino,California,US,
onTuesday. Reuters

New Delhi
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Tik tok, tik tok: How time flies
I P L 2 0 2 0 S H O R T S T O R I E S I D A V I D W A R N E R

Taleof aT20cricketingbratwhoturned intoanall-formatbatting legend,Warner isanendearing familymanandasocialmediasensation

VISHALMENON
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER15

IT’SQUITEastory.Ahardenedprofessional
knownforhis imperiousbatting, snarlsand
clashes on field and in stairwells, the vil-
lain in aball-tampering scandal,moved to
tearsonair, and then the impressivecrick-
etingcomeback.DavidWarnerhasperhaps
finally secured what had proved elusive
throughout his career, at times even in his
homeland: genuine love from fans.
FarawayfromAustralia,hehasunexpect-

edlygainedadulation in India, especially ina
bifurcatedTelugu-speakingregionunitedinits
lovefortheirAussieTiktokhero.
Itwas the IndianPremier Leagueecosys-

tem that not only introducedWarner to the
cricketingworld at large but alsomadehim
awareofhisownstrengths.
Ironically, it was IPL that turned a bats-

man who seemed custom-built for the
shortest formatintoaTestbatsmanthrough
hisassociationwithVirenderSehwag,who
was Jambavana to Warner’s Hanuman,
makinghimawareofwhathewasreallyca-
pable of. And it’s the IPL now that’s made
him an object of endearment among fans
who can’t have enough of the dancing
champion. They love the smiles of his kids
who prance with him and call his wife
Vadhina, sister-in-law, in comments. The
Warnerbrandiswellestablished,at least in
the Telugu-speaking cricketingworld.
It didn’t seem possible in March 2018

whenhesteppedawayfromcricketintears.
Two months after he was handed a 12-
monthbanbyCricketAustraliaforhisrolein
the ball-tampering fiasco, former Australia
pacerMikeWhitneymetWarneratSydney’s
CoogeeOval.Hewasnottheretoofferapep
talkorlecturehimonmorality.Aspresident
of Randwick-Petersham,Whitneywas ex-
cited to have the left-hander playing grade
cricket for his club in theupcoming season.
Warnerhasbeenpartof theclubsince2013,
butrarelyfoundtimetoplaygivenhis inter-
national and IPLcommitments.
“Davidisoneofthefinestplayerstoplayfor

Australia sinceWorldWar II. Tohaveaplayer
ofhiscalibreplayingforuswasquitespecial,”
WhitneytoldThe IndianExpress.Withoutany
fuss,hemadeaseamlessshifttogradecricket.
“Beforeeverymatch,hepreparedmeticulously,
asifhewasplayingaTestmatch.Forouryoung
blokes,hewasaninspiration,”Whitneysays.
Unsurprisingly,hispresencesprinkledstar-

dust rarely seen in those games.More than
6,000flockedforagamebetweenRandwick-
PetershamandSutherlandCricketClubthatin-
cludedplayers such as ShaneWatson, Steve
SmithandSteveWaugh’ssonAustin.
Lookingback,WhitneysaysWarnerwasa

revelation. “Throughthecourseofthatseason
—intwo-daygames,ODIsandT20s—heav-
eraged over 80. Off the field, he relentlessly
signedautographs.Neversaidnotoanything,
interactedwithkidsandofferedvaluablead-
vice to the juniors in the team. It’s something
thatnevergetstalkedabout.Asthepresident
oftheclub,Icouldn’thaveaskedformore,”he
says.Inthedressingroom,Warnerwouldnar-
rate stories fromhis international tours and
the IPL that kept his team-mates captivated.
AccordingtoWhitney,“Warner’spresenceen-
ergisedourteam”.

SRH’sman for all seasons
Overtheyears,Warnerhashadasimilaref-

fectonhisIPLfranchise,SunrisersHyderabad.
Hehasturnedthemintoaforcetobereckoned
with,throughindividualactsofbrilliance.
Samplethis.Warnerscoredover500runs

ineachofhis fiveseasonswithSRH,andwon
theOrangeCaponthreeoccasions.Overall,he
has scored close to25per cent of the team’s
runs,andledthemtothetitlein2016.
Nevertheless, successonthefieldcan’t re-

move the stainsof pastmisdemeanours. The
ball-tamperingincidentwasnotjustaone-off.
Overtheyears,Warnerhadbuiltareputationof
beingabrashbully,whowouldgetintouglyal-
tercations—likethestaircaseexplosionhehad
withQuintondeKockduringthatill-fatedtour,
orpunchingJoeRootatapubinBirmingham.
Followinghis suspensionand the subse-

quentbacklash,itcouldhavegonedownhillfor
Warner,butforthesupportofwifeCandiceand
histhreedaughters—IvyMae,IndiRaeandIsla

Rose. “There’s nodoubt inmymind that the
daughtershavemellowedhimdown. I think
fatherhoodchangespeople indifferentways.
You’vegottowork,providethemthebestoffa-
cilities,better thanwhatyoueverhadexperi-
encedinyourlife.Davidhasgotabeautifulwife.
Shegrewupinthesameneighbourhoodashe
did,andIdaresaythatshehasbeentherock,”
Whitneynotes.

Socialmedia superstar
Fivemonthsago,whentheworldwentinto

lockdown,Warner tweeted: “Me andKane
WilliamsonwillbedoingTiktokvideosduring
quarantine”.Andafortnightlater,hefollowed
itupwithanothertweet:“zeroideawhat’sgo-
ingonbuthavebeentoldtodotiktokbymy5-
yrold”. Fromthenon, it’sbeenanall-outbar-
rage, much like the opener’s assault on

oppositionbowlers. Frompostingvideos that
showhimgroovingwithhiswifeanddaughters
to lip-syncingpopularBollywoodandTelugu
songsanddressingup inaBahubali costume,
Warnerhassentsocialmediaintoameltdown.
SocialmediaanalystGuruduttBiswalbe-

lievesWarnerwassmartinhiscontentcreation.
“He is quite popular with the Sunrisers
Hyderabad,which is the reasonwhyhehas
beengenerating somuchcontent catering to
thatparticularregion.”
SincehisTiktokdebutonApril18,@david-

warner31’sgrowthhasbeennothingshortof
phenomenal—racing from0followers to4.6
millioninthreemonths.
Overall, his videoswere viewed over 90

million timesandgarnered65.7million likes
during this period. Even abanon Tiktok im-
posedby the Indiangovernment in late June
didn’thurtWarner’spopularity.
HispopularityonTiktokhasresulted inan

increased fan followingon Instagram.His fol-
lowers there numbered 4.1 million on
September7.WarnerjoinedInstagramin2016
andtillApril2020,hadaround2.3millionfol-
lowers.However,sinceApril18(coincidingwith
hisTiktokdebut),his followershaveincreased
byclose to twomillion.Outof his 4.1million
Instagramfollowers,3.1millionarefromIndia.
Biswal attributesWarner’s rise in pop-

ularityon Instagram tohissensational foray
intoTiktok.“There’sa lotof cross-postingof
content that’s taking place with regard to
Warner.SinceTiktokgivesyouthat flexibil-
itytorepost itonotherplatforms,we’resee-
ingasurge inhis followerson Instagramas

well. It’s anoffshoot of that.”

Familyman
Inasense,Tiktokand Instagramhavegiven

Warner theopportunity tochangehis image
andshowcaseacontrastingsidetohisperson-
ality thatmanydidn’t knowexisted. “His ex-
ploitsonTiktokandInstagramwerecoveredex-
tensivelyonthenewshere inAustraliaduring
thelockdown.Healwayshadthisreputationof
beingaferociouscompetitor.But thesevideos
haveshownafunniersideofhim.Hehasma-
turedalot,andhisthreedaughtersandwifehave
playedakeyroleinhisevolution.Thisvirushas
alsogivenhimanextendedtimetobewithhis
familyinmorethanadecade,whichhehasused
tohisadvantage,”Whitneyelaborates.
TherearescepticswhoviewWarner’sforay

into socialmedia as an attempt at an image
makeover. Thereareothers likeSRHbowling
coachMuttiahMuralitharan,whosuggestedin
half-jestthatWarnerwasdoingitforattention.
“Hewantstobeinthelimelight.That’swhyhe
isdancingatTiktok. If Idance, entire Indiawill
laugh,”hesaidonRAshwin’sYoutubechannel.
Whitney,though,seesitdifferently.“Evenif

he has done it for an imagemakeover, he is
showingtheworldthatthere’sanothersideto
hispersonality.Whenhelooksback,hewould
haverealisedthemistakethathehadcommit-
ted. Butwhen it’s allwashed up and done,
you’relookingatoneofthegreatestAustralian
cricketers tohaveplayed thegameacross all
formats. It (the socialmedia foray)mayhave
startedwithabitof funandthenitwentviral.
Therewillalwaysbecriticswhowillsaynega-
tivethingsnomatterwhatyoudo.”
Biswalprovidesaninterestingtake.“There

hasn’tbeenasinglenegativepostfromthat(ball-
tampering)scandal.Sincemostofhisfollowers
are Indians, theydon’t really careaboutwhat
happenedtwoyearsago inSouthAfrica.Had
theincidenthappenedinIndia,itcouldstillhave
madeadifference.ButinIndia,Warnerhascre-
atedanameforhimselfwiththeIPL,”hesays.
Whitneyconcludesonaphilosophicalvein.

“If peopleareenjoyingwatchingWarnerand
hiskidsdancing toBollywoodnumbers,he is
doingagreat servicebecause there’snota lot
tosmileaboutcurrently.”
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WERNERSTARS INCHESLEA’SWIN
Chelsea began the new Premier League season with a 3-1 win at Brighton and
Hove Albion, with Timo Werner key to the first goal AP

MENFORALL SEASONS
After a dozenuninterrupted
appearances at the IPL, these
regulars boast cent percent
attendance and the eternal
promise of a plucky13th year of
reinventions. Featuring IPL’s
most prominentmainstays, an
Express countdown to India’s big
sports reopening Saturdaynight.
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pain (5)
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(7)
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(6)

11 Storeyrenovated forone
spending life inbed(6)

12 Unusualdoctrineofdeferred
payment (2,6)

15 Trainchaps tobedrivers
(8)

18 Many lightsused inthe
theatre (6)
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21 Puttingonsoundpreparation
for leather (7)

22 Saveashipandrescueabout
fifty (5)

23 Acoursedesignedtobe
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(9)
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2 Aflower thatcouldbeopen
before theendof February
(5)

3 In turn it’s consumedwith
decay(6)

4 Aplacewhere lotsgo
(8)
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preference
(6)

6 Graduallydestroyastick in
themiddle (7)
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(9)
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ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youmaybefeeling
perturbedbyrecent
clashesathomeorat
work,thereismuch

youcandotoensurethatgood
feelingisrestoredsoonerrather
thanlater.Partnerswillthankyou
foryourpatienceand
consideration.You’llcashinyour
rewardsnextyear.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Therestillseemstobe
solidsupportcoming
fromthehelpful
relationshipbetween

theSunandVenus,yourruler.
Whatyoushouldrealisenowis
thateverything,includingevents
whicharefranklyunwelcome,
hasapurpose.Keepaneyeon
yourpurse,asyoucouldbe
misledorotherwiseovercharged.

GEMINI(May22-June21)
Ifcolleaguesand
associateshavebeen
attemptingto
discourageyoufrom

takingtheplungeoracceptinga
temptingoffer,thereasonisnot
becausetheywishtoholdyou
back,butthateventshaveleft
thembehind.TheMoon’s
occupationofyourchartsetsyou
upforthetopjob.Canyoutake
theplunge?

CANCER(June22-July23)
Makethemostofall
thosedeep,colourful
andtransformative
experienceswhich

aretakingplaceinyourpersonal
lifeandpartnerships.However,
someofyoumaycurrentlyfeel
ratherreservedandsuspiciousof
otherpeople’smotives.Yetif
someoneelsehasundermined
you,theyprobablydidso
unintentionally.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Takingashort-term
perspectiveon
current trends, it
seemsclear that lady

luck is smilingonyou.Theonly
problemsarise fromyourown
failure tocontrolyourpassions
or takeresponsibility foryour
ownintenseemotions.Youwill
soondiscover justhowmuch
aclosepartnerhasbeen
helpingyou withoutyour
evenknowing.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep
23)
You’reinanambitious
mood,anxioustodo

yourbestandeagertotakefirst
place.Muchdependsonyour
generalapproachtopartnerships.
Youshouldnowbepreparedto
openupandacknowledgethe
powerfulrolethatotherpeople,
notjustclosefriends,havetoplay
inyouraffairs.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Jupiterisplayinga
beneficialroleinthe
activesectorofyour
solarchart,andhas

beenforsometime.Seeingthat
thisplanet’spresenceisbeing
reinforcedbyVenus,it isclear
thattheprospectsfora
pleasurableholidayorlong-
distanceadventurehavenever
beenbrighter.Makeplansnow!

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Somepeopleare
undoubtedlywell-
disposedtowards
you.Othersarenot.In

eithercaseyourmaintaskisto
managepersonalrelationships
withtactandwisdom,giving
creditwhereitisdue.Whena
trickychoicecomesupyoucan
probablybothhaveyourcakeand
eatit,goingforeveryavailable
optionatthesametime.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
TheMoon’s
relationshipwith
yourhouseof
marriageisa

welcomesignthatpartnerships
willmovetoahigherlevel.There
areanumberof issueswhich
needtobehandledwithkid
gloves,especiallyasemotional
undercurrentscouldleadto
enforcedchangesbeforevery
long.Treadcarefullyandwith
regardforeveryone’sfeelings.

CAPRICORN(Dec23-Jan20)
Thereisstillachance
thatsensational
planetaryaspectswill
fireyourimagination

andenableyoutomake
enormousstrides.Youstillhave
somewaytocatchupifyouareto
makeupforlostground.Don’t
worryifpartnersarestressedout.
Lifewillbemorerelaxedsoon.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
SinceMarsandVenus
aresendingamixture
ofchallengingand
helpfulaspectsto

yoursign,youmustexpect
partnerstokeepyouonyourtoes.
Forthoseofyouinsearchof
pleasurableexperiences,there
arenolimits.And,ifyouare
hopingtofall inlove,hangon;it
couldjustbeyourturnnext.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Allthesignsarethatprofessional

pursuitsarecentred
onmonetaryhopes
andambitions.Thisis
perhapsnot

surprisinginviewoftheneedto
dealwithwhatcanonlybe
described,withno
understatementwhatsoever,as
anemergency!Andplease
remembertheoldsaying,
forewarnedisforearmed.
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DifficultyLevel1s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Loveistheoutreachofselftoward____.-RalphWashingtonSockman(10)

SOLUTION:RODEO,TULIP,QUINCE,IMPUTE
Answer:Loveistheoutreachofselftowardcompletion.-RalphWashingtonSockman
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SolutionsCrossword4224:Across:1Nickels,4Susan,7Mine,8Pavement,10
Doublebeds,12Scotch,13Divine,15Impenitent,18Brougham,19Diva,20Ethic,21
Thicken.Down:1Named,2Conjuror,3Shabby,4Speedlimit,5Stew,6Notable,9
Blackmagic,11Limerick,12Sizable,14Pedant,16Train,17Posh.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

Should have
talked more
about taking a
knee: Langer
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
MANCHESTER,SEPTEMBER15

AUSTRALIACRICKET coach Justin Langer re-
grets there were not more conversations
amongthesquadabouttakingakneeinsup-
portof theBlackLivesMattermovementbe-
forematcheson theongoingwhite-ball tour
of England.While players from the England
andWestIndiesteamstookthesymbolicpo-
sition on the field before the start of every
matchintheirthree-testseriesinJuly,thesame
hasnothappenedduringAustralia’stour.
AustraliacaptainAaronFinchpreviously

saidhis teamdecided against taking a knee
after raising thematterwith England skip-
perEoinMorganbecause“educationaround
it ismore important than theprotest.”
ThatbroughtastingingrebukefromWest

IndiesgreatMichaelHolding,whohascalled
the response from England and Australia
“lame.” Asked onTuesday aboutAustralia’s
stanceontheBlackLivesMattermovement,
Langeracknowledgeditcouldhavebeendis-
cussed more upon the squad’s arrival in
England as the first sports team from
AustraliatotraveloverseassincetheCOVID-
19pandemicbroke.
“In terms of taking a knee, to be com-

pletely honest, we could have talkedmore
aboutitperhapsleadinguptothefirstgame,”
Langer said. “There was somuch going on
leading up to us getting here, maybe we
shouldhave talkedmoreabout it.
“Whatwedotalkaboutwithintheteam,

was thatwewant tohavea response that is
sustained and powerful, and that it can go
not just inoneactionbutasustainedperiod
notjustthroughoutthisseriesandthesum-
merbut throughout time.”
LangerdescribedHolding,whohasbeen

avocaladvocateofBlackLivesMatter,as“one
of the great people inworld sport, and cer-
tainlyourgame.”
“I justhope,”Langersaid,“if it lookedlike

therewas a lack of respect, itwasn’t the in-
tentionof our team.Wewereveryawareof
it.WhenMikey sayswhat he says, it’s cer-
tainlyworth listening to.”

DavidWarner’spresencehasenergised
SunrisersHyderabad. SRH/Twitter

New Delhi
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