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CRUCIALCWC MEETING TODAY AFTERLETTER OF 23 CALLING FOR CHANGE

Facing dissent within, Sonia offers to quit,
sets off chorus of support for herself, Rahul

Not the time to ask for change when India facing threat,
say CMs Amarinder, Baghel, Gehlot; PCC chiefs joinin

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

FACING A slew of critical ques-
tions put on record by 23 senior
leaders inan unprecedented let-
ter to her, as reported by The
Indian Express Sunday, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, ahead
of the crucial Congress Working
Committee meeting Monday,
signalled she is “not willing” to
continue as interim Congress
president.

This set off a well-coordinated
chorus of support for herand son
Rahul Gandhi in the form of let-
ters and statements from across
state units led by Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh, his
Chhattisgarh counterpart
Bhupesh Baghel and Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot.

The party’s leader in Lok
Sabha, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury;,
sent her aletter pledging full sup-
port to her and Rahul and so did

Sonia, Rahul Gandhi in
January this year. Prifile

several PCC chiefs: Kerala’s
Mullappally Ramachandran;
Karnataka’s D K Shivakumar;

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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‘Non-Gandhi
Cong chiefs
couldn’t restore
lost ground. That’s
the reality. Letter
will help BJP’

ADHIR RANJAN
CHOWDHURY
LEADER OF CONGRESS
INLOK SABHA
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Top leader, one of 23, had sent two

earlier letters to Sonia on same issues
Never opposed Sonia, want debate on key issues: signatories

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

THE UNPRECEDENTED letter by
23 senior Congress leaders to
party chief Sonia Gandhi seeking
far-reaching changes in the way

the party is being run was not the
first such communication to
Gandhi.

A top leader, who is a signa-
tory to the letter, had sent two
letters to her earlier during the
lockdown outlining the same
concerns.

Letter vs letter: show of
loyalty via copy and paste

SANDEEP ASHAR
&MANOJCG
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI, AUG 23

AHEAD OF a crucial Congress
Working Committee meeting on
Monday;, aletter to Congress party
president Sonia Gandhi declaring
“complete and unwavering sup-

port” to the Gandhi family was
circulated among Congress MLAs
and MPs across states.

The letter, first written by
Leader of Congress party in Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
to Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, declares “unequivocal
and complete faith” in her

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

While there was no response
to those letters, Gandhi is learnt
to have spoken to Leader of the
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad after the re-
ceipt of the third letter — signed
by him as well as 22 others

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Pak says Dawood name on
list is as per UN, does not
mean admitting he is there

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

IN A turn of events that had been
expected by New Delhi, Pakistan
on Sunday stepped back fromiits
acknowledgment — which be-
came public on Saturday — of
the presence of terrorist Dawood
Ibrahim on its soil.

Dawood, one of the most
wanted men in India, figured in
alist of 88 individuals published
as a Statutory Regulatory Order

Accused of
1993 serial
blasts in
Mumbai

(SRO) by Pakistan’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to escape black-
listing by the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF).
On Sunday, however, the
Pakistani Foreign Ministry in a
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE

MO CASES:

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC

30,44,940 | DEATHS: 56,706

TESTS: 3,52,92,220| DOUBLING RATE: 30.76%*

RECOVERED: 22,80,566

"-. -r_._ .-';..- 1

T-DAYAVG

KEYSTATES TOTAL SURGEIN DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* | RATE**
m Maharashtra | 6,71,942 14492 | 2.01% | 3591
mTamil Nadu 3,73,410 5980 | 1.69% | 42.63
mAndhra 345,216 10,276 | 2.94% | 2448
mKarnataka 2,71,876 7330 | 3.08% | 2341
mUttar Pradesh | 1,82,456 5217 | 2.83% | 2543

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

CASE FATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.93 8.84 69,239
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:
1.86 8.63 57,989
Deaths as a ratio of Positives against Becoming sick vs
positive cases (in %); number tested recovering; more
indicator of progress (in %); indicator of recoveries for 14 days
in averting deaths the spread of disease may signal the peak

Dataas on August 22, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

INDIA CROSSES 3 MILLION MARK

REMEMBERING
ARUN JAITLEY

THE BUILDEROF
COMMON GROUND

BY NIRMALA SITHARAMAN
THE IDEAS PAGE, P9

REHABILITATING
GST,IBCWILLBEA
FITTINGTRIBUTE

BY ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN
THE EDITORIAL PAGE, P8

For the first time,
farm sector set to
grow even as GDP
sees a contraction

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

APRIL-JUNE may be the first time
thatIndia’s economy would con-
tract year-on-year since the gov-
ernment started coming out
with quarterly estimates of GDP
from 1996-97.But the data for the
quarter, to be released by the
National Statistical Office on
August 31, could also show GDP
falling for the first time in spite of
agricultural production going up.

The country’s GDP registered
anannual decline, at minus 5.2%,
lastin 1979-80. But that year also
recorded negative growth for
agricultural GDP, at minus 12.8%.
Even the previous GDP contrac-
tions of 0.3% in 1972-73,3.7% in
1965-66, and 1.2% in 1957-58
were accompanied by farm out-
put falling by 5%, 11% and 4.5%
respectively.

The first quarter of 2020-21
(April-March) may turn out dif-
ferently.

Most investment banks and
rating agencies are predicting
the economy to shrink this fiscal,
with the Reserve Bank of India’s

EXPLAINED

Could be historic,
not desirable

INDIA’S GROWTH for-
tunes have been teth-
ered to agriculture. All
years of GDP contraction,
the last one in 1979-80,
were farm sector-led.
April-June 2020 could be
the first time when the
economy will shrink de-
spite agriculture notch-
ing up decent growth. It
would be historic if this
extends to the rest of the
fiscal. But it would not be
desirable — agriculture
can only support, not
lead, growth.

latest survey of professional fore-
casters pointing to a median es-
timate of minus 5.8%. The first

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

In 40 days, 69 lakh seek
jobs on govt portal, just
a fraction employed

LIZMATHEW &
HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

A GOVERNMENT jobs portal
launched by the Prime Minister
on July 11 has seen registration
of over 69 lakh individuals in just
40days. But the number of indi-
viduals who got jobs is just a
fraction of those who registered,
showing that employment will
be the biggest political economy
challenge for the government as
it restarts economic activities
while trying to contain the
spread of the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

In just a week, between
August 14 and August 21, more
than 7 lakh people registered.
The number of people who took
up jobs during the week, how-
ever, stood at just 691.

According to data collated by
the  Ministry of  Skill
Development and Entrepreneur-
ship onits ASEEM (Aatmanirbhar
Skilled Employee Employer
Mapping) portal, only 2 per cent
of the 3.7 lakh candidates look-
ing for jobs have actually got one.
Of the 69 lakh migrant workers
who registered, 1.49 lakh were
offered jobs, but only 7,700 could
join work.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

An 800-bed Covid-19 treatment centre, on the grounds of the College of Engineering, Pune,
was inaugurated on Sunday. The total number of Covid-19 cases in the country has crossed
the 3-million mark. Pavan Khengre

Phase 2 trials of Oxford vaccine
could begin at 3-4 sites this week

EXPLAINED

$explained.Live
‘NOTALLWILLGET

VACCINE QUICKLY,

NEED STRATEGY’
PAGE 11

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,AUGUST 23

PHASE 2 human clinical trials of
the  Oxford  University-
AstraZeneca vaccine candidate
for Covid-19, manufactured by
Serum Institute of India, will be-
gin in the coming week.

Three-four trial sites have
demonstrated the requisite pre-
paredness, and doses of the can-
didate vaccine could be adminis-
tered as early as Monday or
Tuesday, top officials at the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) said.

The government has allowed

fast-tracking of regulatory clear-
ances for the vaccine against the
novel coronavirus; the final ap-
proval was related to certifica-
tion from the Directorate
General of Health Services'
Central Research Institute in
Kasauli, Himachal Pradesh, for
use of the investigational prod-
uct in Phase 2/3 clinical trials.
The trials can begin simulta-
neously at all sites that are pre-
pared, ICMR officials said. Four
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

KEY PLAYERS KNOCK
ON INDIA’S DOOR FOR
VIALS, SYRINGES
PAGE10

No Internet, school comes home in rural Sikkim

LOCKDOWN
LESSONS

CHANGING
CLASSROOMS

AN EXPRESS SERIES

ESHAROY
NEW DELHIAUGUST 23

SOMETIME IN April, with Covid
forcing schools shut, Indra
Mukhi Chhetri,a maths and sci-
ence teacher in a rural area of
South Sikkim district, began
worrying about her students.
While schools were expected to
conduct online classes, Chhetri

knew that would be a non-
starter considering these were
areas with little or no phone con-
nectivity, let alone Internet.
“Iwasreally worried. The peo-
pleinmy village are mostly farm-
ers, very poor. This makes educa-
tion an even bigger priority for
children in these areas than those
in urban centres,” says Chhetri,
who teaches at the VCGL Senior
Secondary School in Ravangla.
So every day, Chhetri begins
herrounds of the village at 9 am,
visiting her students “one by
one” and taking impromptu
classes — maths to science and
English to general knowledge.
While the Sikkim govern-
ment has launched the Sikkim
Edutech App to help students

A class being held in Posakey village, East Sikkim. Express

from Class 9-12 cope with the
learning loss, it's the junior stu-
dents and those in far flung areas

who were left with little support.
It's into this vacuum that
teachers such as Chhetri have

stepped into ensure that children
don't miss out on learning. As
more teachers reached out to their
students, visiting them personally
with resources, word spread of
the simple, yet effective, teaching
programme, all the way up to
Gangtok. Last month, when the
lockdown was lifted, the govern-
ment formally adopted the pro-
gramme, calling it “home-school-
ing for elementary education”.
“The teachers were doing
this arbitrarily. We decided to is-
sue guidelines and make the sys-
tem more structured,” says
Director, Elementary Education,
Bhim Thatal, adding that all of
Sikkim'’s 10,252 government
school teachers have been
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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FOR BENGAL COVID PATIENTS, GETTING TESTED IS JUST THE START OF TROUBLE

Despite increasing rates of infections, the paucity of timely access to tests persists for many in the state,
putting patients and their families in a state of constant anxiety.

EXPLAINED

DAWOOD IBRAHIM
IN PAKISTAN

Islamabad first
acknowledges, then
denies

WESTBENGAL POLLS
AND TATHAGATA ROY

Roy said he wanted to
make a comeback into
politics before the polls

EXPRESS

What to expect after
23 Congress leaders
demand change

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Why a group of senior Congress letters
have written to the party leadership
demanding sweeping changes and the

impactit could have

FROMPAGE ONE

Dawood name

statement brushed aside as “base-
less and misleading” media re-
ports that said Islamabad had “ad-
mitted to the presence of certain
listed individuals onits territory”.
The SRO mentioning Dawood
was a “routine matter”, it said.

“The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs issued two consolidated
SROs on 18 August, 2020, reflect-
ing the current status of the UN
Talibanand ISIL (Da’esh)and AQ
Sanctions list. These lists contain
names of individuals and entities
designated under the two sanc-
tion regimes established pur-
suant to the UN Security Council
resolutions,” the statement said.

“The consolidated SROs are
issued periodically as a routine
matter. Similar SROs have been
issued, by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, in the past, as per statu-
tory requirements to meet our
international obligations. Last
such SROs were issued in 2019.”

The SROs “reflect information
contained in the list entry of UN
designated individuals/entities”,
the statement said, adding, “the
reports in certain sections of the
media about Pakistan imposing
new sanctions measures, through
these SROs, are not factual”.

Without naming Dawood,
the statement said that “the as-
sertions made by some sections
of the Indian media, as to
Pakistan admitting to the pres-
ence of certain listed individuals
onits territory, based on the in-
formation contained in the SRO,
are baseless and misleading”.

The statement said: “Itisonce
againreiterated that the informa-
tion contained inthe SROis repro-
duced as per the details in the list
entry of the individuals/entities
designated under the two sanc-
tions regime, which is publicly
available, and contains names of
individuals who despite their con-
firmed deceased status still con-
tinue to be on the sanctions list.”

Apart from Dawood, the list
named Lashkar-e-Taiba chief
Hafiz Saeed, the operations head
of the Lashkar and 26/11 terror
attack accused Zaki-ur-Rahman
Lakhvi, and Jaish-e-Mohammad
chief Masood Azhar. All these
men are wanted in India.

The designated terrorists on
the list will have no direct access
to funds, be able to enter or tran-
sit through Pakistan, or be able
to procure weapons.

Dawood, who is accused of
the 1993 serial blasts in Mumbai
among other terrorist attacks,
has long been on India’s most
wanted list, but governments in
Pakistan have repeatedly denied
his presence in that country.

Moving to avoid the FATF
blacklist, Pakistan, via the SRO
dated August 18, reproduced the
terror listing of Dawood by the
United Nations Security Council.
The FATF is an inter-governmen-
tal body that works to “set stan-
dards and promote effective im-
plementation of legal, regulatory
and operational measures for

combating money laundering,
terrorist financing and other re-
lated threats to the integrity of the
international financial system”.
Pakistan has been on the
“grey list” of the FATF since 2018
—astep away from being black-
listed (along with Iran and North
Korea) — and under intense
scrutiny to deliver on its politi-
cal commitment to take effec-
tive action in line with the global
anti-money laundering (AML)
and combating the financing of
terrorism (CFT) regime.

Farm sector

quarter especially, which bore
the brunt of lockdown-induced
production disruptions, is ex-
pected to record huge de-
growth based on a host of indi-
cators. These include the index
of industrial production (down
35.9% in April-June 2020 over
April-June 2019), commercial
vehicle sales (minus 84.8%), fin-
ished steel consumption (minus
55%) and cargo handled by ma-
jor ports (minus 19.7%).

The farm sector, however, is
set to post positive year-on-year
growth. The first quarter agricul-
tural GDP incorporates produc-
tion from the rabi season, which
ends with harvesting in April-
June. The Agriculture Ministry
has pegged output of wheat,
chana and other rabi foodgrains
this time at 151.72 million tonnes
(mt), 5.6% higher than last year.
While that of oilseeds (mainly
mustard) fell 3.2% to 10.49 mt,
most rabi horticultural crops —
from onion, tomato, gourds,
beans and jeera to mango, grapes
and watermelon — have shown
increases. Perhaps the only ex-
ception is potato.

Crops, including fruits and
vegetables, account for roughly
56% of gross value added from
agriculture, with the rest coming
from livestock products (29%)
and forestry & fisheries (15%). The
entire farm sector had an esti-
mated 14.6% share of India’s GDP
at constant prices in 2019-20.

The crop sub-sectorislikely to
have grown by at least 4-5% in
April-June on the back of re-
charged groundwater tables from
very good rains and an extended
winter that boosted yields. The
performance of the other two
sub-sectors may be mixed.

Rahul Kumar, CEO of the pri-
vate dairy company Lactalis
India, feels milk production in
the last quarter was significantly
higher than a year ago.

“In2019, we had drought con-
ditions in Maharashtra and large
parts of the South until mid-July,
due to which procurement prices
of cow milkrose fromRs 20-21 to
Rs 30-31 per litre between
February and October. But as the
monsoon revived and it rained
well thereafter, there was im-
provement in fodder availability
and also milk supplies from
around this March,” he said.

This may not be so in poultry
and fish.

According to Balram Singh
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Yadav, managing director of
India’s largest animal feed man-
ufacturer Godrej Agrovet Ltd, pro-
ductionof broilers and eggs were
lower by 35-40% and 15-20% re-
spectively during April-June 2020
compared tolast year. The reason
was a collapse of farm-gate prices,
which began from late January
with rising Covid-19 cases in
China and rumours linking the
spread of the virus to the con-
sumption of poultry products.
Farmers were forced to cull birds,
the effects of which were felt in
the subsequent quarter.
Fisheries production fell dur-
ing April-June due toalack of de-
mand after the lockdown. This
was compounded by labour
shortage in seafood units that
process harvested shrimp and
fish. “Farmers left their ready-to-
harvest fish in the ponds. There
was hardly any harvesting until
early June, and even the place-
ment of new seedlings started
after mid-July after adelay of 45-
50 days,” Yadav said. Meat pro-
duction, too, would have taken
a hit from the closure of slaugh-
terhouses and wet markets.

One of 23

including four former Chief
Ministers, many Congress
Working Committee members,
sitting MPs, and several former
Union Ministers.

Gandhi, sources said, tele-
phoned Azad and told him she
was ready to discuss the con-
cerns flagged in the letter but
that meeting never took place.

Sources said the signatories
never wanted the issues raised by
them to be discussed by an ex-
tended or full Congress Working
Committee including permanent
and special invitees and the Chief
Ministers. They had hoped for a
select group of senior leaders or,
atbest, the main body of the CWC
which has 21 members besides
Gandhi and includes former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Rahul Gandhi.

But the response to the let-
ter, after it was reported by The
Indian Express on Sunday, and
the chorus demanding the con-
tinuance of Sonia has surprised
some of the signatories. Many
told The Indian Express that they
never challenged Sonia’s leader-
ship. “There is nothing in the let-
ter against which anybody
should take offence to,” one of
the signatories said.

“Of course, we are aware of
her invaluable role, her steering
the party to the two victories of
2004 and 2009 and her and her
family’s sacrifices for the party,
there is absolutely nothing but
respect for her. The issues we
raise are related to the party and
its revival,” another leader said.

With several leaders and
MPs writing to Sonia Gandhi
Sunday urging her to continue,
one of the signatories said: “We
never asked and will never ask
her to go. We were expecting
that either a group of leaders sits
with her or the main CWCto ad-
dress these serious issues.”

“When you have a CWC with
50 odd people and that, too, over
video conferencing. .. thatwill not
do justice. This is not the way we
wanted. We wanted to discuss in
person,” said one signatory, who
is not a member of the CWC. The
leaders said they are not raring for
a showdown in the CWC and
pointed out that the letter does
not convey any such intention.

But some leaders interpret
her signal to stepdown as the re-
turn of Rahul Gandhi as Congress
president. “From Sonia to Rahul
after 20 years and then Rahul to
Sonia and then Sonia to
Rahul...how will the country
take it? We respect her and have
a huge regard for her...we are
certainly not against her but at
the same time we also need to
understand how the country is
thinking now,” a senior leader
said. “How the party responds to
our letter is also an indication of
how seriousitis about ts future.”

Asked what would be the

Tamil Nadu's K S Alagiri;
Punjab’s ~ Sunil  Jhakar;
Maharashtra’s Balasaheb Thorat
and Delhi’s Anil Chaudhary.

This show of support to-
gether with her signal to quitis
being seenas anattempt to put
pressure on the signatories to
the letter who include Ghulam
Nabi Azad, Anand Sharma,
Kapil Sibal, Shashi Tharoor,
Bhupender Hooda, Veerappa
Moily, Prithviraj Chavan and
Manish Tewari.

Almost all of them have
worked closely with her over
the years and have high regard
for her. Many of them feel that
if she steps down at this junc-
ture, that would, effectively,
mean clearing the way for the
return of Rahul Gandhi or a
leader handpicked by them.
That’s not exactly what they
had in mind when they asked
for sweeping change, revamp
of the party organisation, trans-
parent elections and an “insti-
tutional collective leadership.”

Sources said a letter by
Sonia Gandhi could also be read
out at the CWCand any sugges-
tion by her about quitting will
be shot down given the com-
position of the top body.

“We write toyou today with
aheavy heart and in light of re-
cent reports over concerns
raised by some leaders about
Congress’s leadership. We, the
members of Parliament repre-
senting the length and breadth
of the country, have heard and
read with dismay and disbelief

Sources in the ministry said
the portal was to assist people
trained in various skills over a
period of time. Those who reg-
istered are not just migrant
workers, they said. Self-em-
ployed tailors, electricians,
field-technicians, sewing ma-
chine operators and fitters top
the list of aspirants, while the
demand is high for courier de-
livery executives, nurses, ac-
counts executives, manual
cleaners and sales associates.

The data shows states in-
cluding Karnataka, Delhi,
Haryana, Telangana and Tamil
Nadu, face acute shortage of
workers. These states had wit-
nessed an exodus of migrant
workers, mostly from Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, since the
lockdown commenced in
March. The number of candi-
dates scouting for jobs, has
gone up by 80 per cent in a
week — 3.78 lakh from 2.97
lakh during August 14-21, but
the number of candidates who
actually took up jobs has in-

these claims being made....We
wrrite to you today to tell you,
unequivocally, that we have
complete faith in your leader-
ship...We know you are facing
difficulties. Yet it is our humble
appeal to you to continue to be
ourleader. The Congress is only
safe in your hands or those of
Rahul,” Chowdhury's letter said.

The Delhi unit sent a letter
to Sonia asking her to make
Rahul the president. This was
echoed by Thorat: “Come back
Rahulji. Not only the Congress
party but the entire country
needs you.”

“I personally believe that it
isonly you and your family that
canlead the party and only you
canlead usall...If you feel that
itis time to pass on the mantle
of leadership you may do so by
kindly persuading Rahul to take
up the leadership,” Shivakumar
wrote.

“With difficulties our nation
is going through at this time we
need aleader like Rahul Gandhi
to lead the youth and nation
from front. In short, every
Youth Congress member and
office bearer unwaveringly
supports Rahul Gandhi to be
the next Congress President,”
the Youth Congress said in a
resolution.

Amarinder Singh, in his
statement, said there was a bid
by “some Congress leaders” to
“challenge” the Gandhi family
leadership of the party and ar-
gued this was not the time to
raise such an issue, given the

Facing dissent within, Sonia offers to quit

need for a strong opposition
against the B]JP-led NDA that
was out to destroy the coun-
try’s Constitutional ethos and
democratic principles.
Significantly, he said that
the NDA's success was attribut-
able to the absence of a strong
and united Opposition —a sen-
timent expressed by the 23
leaders - but argued the move
by “these Congress leaders to
demand arehaul of the party at
this critical juncture would be
detrimental toitsinterests,and
the interests of the nation.”
Singh added: “India is cur-
rently facing not just external
dangers from across the border
but also internal threats to its
federal structure...a unified
Congress alone could protect
the country and its people.”
Singh claimed the Gandhis
were the only “recognisable
face” of the Congress, from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari.
“What Congress needs is a
leadership that is acceptable
not just to a few but to the en-
tire party, through its rank and
file,and the nation at large,” he
said, adding that “the Gandhis
were the right fit for this role.”
Sonia Gandhi, he said,
should continue to helm the
Congressas long as she wanted
and Rahul should, thereafter,
take over as he was competent
to lead the party. Baghel said
Sonia and Rahul are the only
“ray of hope” for bringing the
country out of the present cri-
sis. Former Rajasthan Deputy

In 40 days, 69 lakh seek jobs on govt portal

OVER 7 LAKH REGISTERED IN ONE WEEK

Particulars

i No. of candidates |

i (AsonAug2l) { (AsonAugl4)
Registered candidates* i 6906523 | 6167,144
Candidates looking for jobs 378,144 297,913
Candidates offered jobs i 149306 1,07,583
Total number of candidatesjoined ! 7,700 7,009

No.of candidates

*Seeking jobs and livelihood opportunities

creased by just 9.87 percent —
7009 to 7,700 — during this pe-
riod. The number of registered
people on the portal too hasin-
creased by 11.98 per cent -
61.67 to 69 lakh in the week
ending August 21.

Women constitute only 5.4
per cent of the people looking
forjobs under the Garib Kalyan
Rojgar Abhiyan, launched in
116 districts by the Prime
Minister in June, as per the data
on Assem portal.

As many as 514 companies
are registered on the portal, of
which 443 have posted 2.92
lakh jobs. Of this, 1.49 lakh have
been offered to job seekers,

shows the data.

In the week ended on
August 21, the number of active
companies (which have posted
atleast 1 job) on the portal has
marginally gone up to443 from
419 during the previous week.

Logistics, healthcare, bank-
ing, financial services and in-
surance (BFSI), retail and con-
struction are top give sectors
which offered about 73.4 per-
cent of jobs on the portal.

As far as the supply side of
trained/skilled workers is con-
cerned, 42.3 per cent of people
registered seeking jobs are
from top states—Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Haryana, Tamil

Chief Minister Sachin Pilot said
that “most Congress workers
would like to see Rahul take
over and lead the party.”

Former Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah said: “It
is unfortunate that the leader-
ship of Gandhi family is being
questioned by few...In these
difficult times of undeclared
emergency and attack on
democracy by BJP, we should
collectively strive to strengthen
the Congress and not weakenit.”

“As far as Congress is con-
cerned, we have full faith in the
leadership of Sonia Gandhi and
the party is unanimous on one
issue that whenever time
comes Rahul Gandhi should be
elected president,” said former
Uttarakhand Chief Minister and
CWCmember Harish Rawat.

Former Union Minister
Salman Khurshid asked: “Are
not many, if not all authors of
the letter not beneficiaries in
the past, some evenin the pres-
ent, of the very system they find
questionable?”

Senior leader Ashwani
Kumar said the issues that re-
quired to be addressed can be
addressed under the leadership
of Sonia Gandhi. “Only a year
ago, party persons literally
begged her to lead the party and
she agreed as a call of duty. It is
wrong to question her unifying
leadership at this stage. [ am of
the view that under the present
extraordinary circumstances,
political adventurism cannot be
the way forward,” he said.

Nadu and Delhi.

Of the total jobs posted on
the portal, more than 77 per
cent are in five states—
Karnataka, Delhi, Haryana,
Telangana and Tamil Nadu,
shows the data.

However, Mahendra Nath
Pandey, Minister of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship, expressed
his optimism about the high
number of skilled youth in the
country. “Our skilled youth will
be able to play animportant role
in accelerating the develop-
mentjourney of India. Toaccel-
erate self-reliance and Skill
India Mission of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, to connect the
youth in the country with new
employment opportunities, our
ASEEM portal will surely give
impetus to our continuous ef-
forts to bridge supply and de-
mand in the market. Our skilled
workforce will ensure increased
productivity and better out-
comes for our industries.”
Pandey told The Indian Express.

next step if the leadership ig-
nores the letter, one signatory
said: “We are not looking for
posts or at the BJP; we have given
our lives to the party and we will
decide on what the next step will
be. We don’t want to be known
as those who let the party wither
away and never did anything
about it. There are colleagues
who think nothing needs to be
changed, that one day Modi's
popularity will fall, BJP will lose
and the Congress will be back.
We respect their view but we
disagree, India is changing and
we need to respond.”

Letter vs letter

leadership, and says that the
“Congress party is safe only in
the hands of Soniaji and Rahulji”.

The letter comes hours after
The Indian Express reported that
23 senior Congress leaders, in-
cluding five former Chief Mini-
sters, several Congress Working
Committee members and sit-
ting MPs, wrote to Sonia Gandhi

demanding a thorough overhaul
of the party’s leadership.

Those who received the con-
tents of Chowdhury's letter said
they were expected to endorse
and send it onward to the
Congress high command. By
Sunday night, at least half-a-
dozen Congress Lok Sabha MPs,
few Rajya Sabha MPs, and several
MLAs had posted on Twitter the
letter addressed to Sonia Gandhi
in their respective letter-heads.

Manickam Tagore, Lok Sabha
MP from Virudhunagar in Tamil
Nadu, said on Twitter, “We are
Loksabha members present in
different parts of the country
and we can’t signin one letter so
our leader in Loksabha wrote
first we are following it. It's more
voice than 23.” Varsha Gaikwad,
Congress MLA and Minister of
School Education, Maharashtra,
posted the letter with the mes-
sage, “My heartfelt letter to Smt.
Sonia Gandhi ji urging her to
consider all Congress workers
humble appeal.”

Some other Lok Sabha MPs
who posted the same letter are
Jothimani (Karur), Saptagiri
Ulaka (Koraput), Md Jawaid
(Kishanganj)and Ravneet Singh
Bittu (Ludhiana). Those from
Rajya Sabha include Amee
Yagnik, Rajee Satav and PL Punia.

The letter by each one of
them starts thus: “We write to
you today with a heavy heart
and in light of recent reports
over concerns raised by some
leaders about Congress’s lead-
ers. We've heard and read with
dismay and disbelief these
claims being made by even
those members of the party,
who have benefitted and grown
in the Congress due to your en-
couragement and the faith that
you have placed in them.”

It further states, “Now at a
time when the country faces a
grave threat from the BJP-RSSand
their fascist government, to raise
the bogey of a “leadership crisis”
at the behest of some interested
parties is only a “manufactured

New Delhi

truth” that they would like to per-
petuate to derail your and Rahul-
ji's persistent efforts to pin down
the Modi government onits failed
governance. Thisis adeliberate at-
tempt to weaken the party.”

Anticipating a showdown at
Monday’s CWC meeting where
the concerns raised by the 23
leaders are likely to be dis-
cussed, the letter circulated
among several party MPs, MLAs
and ministers, termed the chal-
lenge to the leadership as un-
tenable. “No one else can, nor
will, do justice,” it said, recount-
ing how Sonia has shepherded
the party through difficult
times. Requesting her to con-
tinue, it said, “We know you are
facing difficulties. Yet it is our
humble appeal to you to con-
tinue to be our leader.”

Rural Sikkim

pressed into service under the
programme.

The Education Department
meticulously mapped out the lo-

cation of every government
school teacherand assigned them
areas. “Ateacher livinginavillage
may actually be employed in an-
other village or district. But now
they can ask their counterpart in
that village to take over their stu-
dentsand vice versa,” says Thatal,
adding that the government was
also using community radio to
impartlessons as well aslocal tel-
evision networks to telecast sci-
ence and maths classes.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Education) with the Sikkim
government G S Upadhyay says
it was the poor connectivity in
the state (both phone as well as
Internet) that prompted the gov-
ernment to adopt the “home-
schooling” programme.

“It'sonly inafew urban areas
of Sikkim that parents own
smartphones or tablets. So there
isaglaring digital divide in these
parts. There had to be a solution
to this divide. Many teachers
started this initiative to ensure
that children kept up with their
education. When we saw how
successful this was, we decided
to make it an official system last
month,” he says.

Nevika Kafley is an English
teacher at the Senior Secondary
school in Bermiok Tokal, South
Sikkim. From 9 am till lunch time,
Kafley visits the homes of several
students she has identified the
evening before. Over the week,
shereaches out toaround 35 stu-
dents between Classes 1 and 5.
Like many teachers in Sikkim,
Kafley began this exercise in April,
when schools shut, two months
into the state's February to
December academic calendar.

“I spend about 20 minutes
with each student. On a weekly
basis, 1 collect their notebooks and
write lessons for them, which
they have to finish over the course
of the week. I also brief the par-
ents on what needs to be done,”
says Kafley,adding that the village
has little Internet connectivity
mostof the time. Besides, none of
the parents in Bermiok Tokal own
asmartphone.

Ganga Biswakarma teaches
Hindi, English and Nepali to stu-
dents from Classes 1to 5 in Pam-
phokvillage. But unlike Kafley and
Chhetri, she doesn't visit the stu-
dents” homes. Instead, she calls
them, five a day, to a community
room and conducts classes.

“Some of the parents were
worried about coronavirus and
didn’t want the classes in their
homes. But at the same time
they wanted their children to
study. So this was the best possi-
ble solution,” she says.

Oxford vaccine

of the 14 trial sites are in Pune,
and two are in Mumbai.

The Oxford-AstraZeneca can-
didate - ChAdOx1 nCoV-19
(AZD1222) - has shown good re-
sults in early human trials. Pune-
based Serum Institute, the world’s
largest manufacturer of vaccines,
is conducting Phase 2/3 trials of
the candidate, which has been
named Covishield in India.

Dr Sanjay Lalwani, Medical
Director of Pune's Bharati
Vidyapeeth Deemed University
Medical College and Hospital,
said: “We are ready to start the
trial, and are waiting for official
communication from the author-
ities. If the vaccine doses are sent
onMonday, we can begin Phase 2
clinical trials on Tuesday.”

He said several people keen
to participate in the trial had
called and emailed. “We have
committed to enrol 350 trial
participants,” Dr Lalwani said.

Pathik Divate, CEO of Jehangir
Clinical Development Centre, an-
other trial site in Pune, also said
they were waiting for the vac-
cines, and were ready to start the
trial. Approximately 250-300 par-
ticipants would be enrolled, he
said - the criteria for enrolment
include being healthy, above 18
years of age, and not having been
infected with the virus.

FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com
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DAY AFTER PORTION OF UNDER-CONSTRUCTION STRUCTURE COLLAPSED

Flyover collapse: NHAI, Gurgaon police launch probes

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, AUGUST 23

A DAY after a section of an un-
der-construction elevated road
on Gurgaon’s Sohna Road col-
lapsed, both the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI), which was constructing
the structure, and Gurgaon
Police have launched separate
probes into the matter.

“A high-level committee of
the NHAIwill probe. It seems that
a portion between pillars num-
ber 10 and 11 of the structure
gave way, causing the mishap,”
said an official from NHAL

NHAI sources, speaking on
the condition of anonymity, said
preliminary investigation has in-
dicated that quality of the con-
crete used in the crushed seg-
ment may be responsible, and
that there is a need for testing by
a third party. The NHAI is coor-
dinating with an institute for the
purpose, officials said.

For now, to prevent further
problems, officials plan to cor-
don off the area and place sand-
bags under the portion that is
still suspended to prevent any

— BRIEFLY —

Supplementary
Nutrition Food
menu revised

New Delhi: Mishri,or sweet
candy, would be provided
to children, pregnant and
lactating women in place
of jaggery as part of the
supplementary nutrition
food (SNF) from next sum-
mer, Delhi women and
child development minis-
ter Rajendra Pal Gautam
said on Sunday.The change
in the policy was decided
based on feedback that
jaggery melts during sum-
mer and may get infected
with bacteria. Gautam said
the SNFmenu was revised
from May 20, and the
Panjiri and Pushtik Ladoos
provided as part of the
menu were replaced
with wheat dalia, raw
black chana, jaggery and
roasted black gram. This
was delivered to 5 lakh
beneficiaries through
Anganwadi centres.

Portable Covid
facility setup
in Ghaziabad

Ghaziabad: A 10-bed
portable Covid facility set
up by the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
was inaugurated by Union
health minister Dr Harsh
Vardhan in Ghaziabad’s
Nehru Nagar on Saturday.
According to NDRF offi-
cials, the L3 facility has
been made using light
weight material which can
be dismantled and trans-
ported to another area as
needed. The facility has
been set up as a joint ven-
ture with CSIR-Central
Building Research Institute
(CBRI), Roorkee. According
to officials, the medical
paraphernalia has been
sponsored by CBRI, while
the beds and testing ma-
chines have been provided
by NDRF. Ghaziabad has
reported a total of 7,290
casesand 67 deathsdueto
Covid-19.

Work begins to
revamp public
swimming pool
inGurgaon

Gurgaon: Work on re-
vamping the only public
swimming pool in
Gurgaon’s Kamla Nehru
Park, which has been ly-
ingina state of neglect for
several months, began on
Sunday, with officials say-
ing the work will cost Rs
3.5 crore. The project in-
cludes converting the
swimming pool into a 6-
lane facility, with the area
surrounding it having
seating for 50 people. ENS

further collapse. The collapsed
stretch will be removed only in
the next 15 days, after a proper
method is devised for removing
it without any further damage.

The elevated road, once con-
structed, will be 4.75 km-long
and will connect Subhash Chowk
on Sohna road to Badshahpur.
Officials said 29% of the work on
ithas been completed so far.

Speaking about the collapse
on Saturday night, residents of
the area had compared the inci-
dent to an “explosion” and said
they felt “tremors”.

According to officials from
NHAI the incident took place
around 9.30 pm, when a40-me-
tre stretch between pillar num-
bers 10and 11 collapsed. As there
was no work underway at the
time, and the collapsed stretch
was within the barricaded area,
there were no fatalities. Police of-
ficials, however, said two persons
sustained minor injuries but only
needed first aid treatment.

Teams of NHAI, Gurgaon
Police, civil defense and National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
were rushed to the spot.

On Sunday morning, the
stretch was reopened to traffic,

Two persons were injured when the under-construction flyover collapsed in Gurgaon’s Sohna road on Saturday night. Gajendra Yadav

At traders’ meet, CM raises
demand to restart Metro

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind Kejriwal
requested the central govern-
ment on Sunday to allow Metro
services to resume in Delhi on a
trial basis, even if Metro services
in other cities are not permitted
to operate immediately.

“We want to reopen the Delhi
Metro. Even if Metro services are
not allowed elsewhere under the
Centre’s unlock guidelines, Delhi
Metro should be allowed to run.
We hope the Centre will take ade-
cisionon this soon,” Kejriwal said.

He made the remarks during
anonline interaction with traders.
The demand to restart Metro
services was also made by several
participants at the session, which
lasted around 50 minutes.

In response, Anuj Dayal, ex-
ecutive director of DMRG, said,
“The DMRC shall be prepared to
commence operations when-
ever directed by the govern-
ment. All necessary guidelines in
place to combat the spread of the
Covid-19 shall be implemented,
and all efforts shall be made to
make travel safe for our valued
commuters.”

During the online session

CM Arvind Kejriwal made the remark during an online
interaction with traders on Sunday. Twitter

with traders, Kejriwal said the
state government was exploring
the idea of creating portals for the
city’s prime markets and indus-
trial hubs.

“Through this portal, Delhi’s
wholesale market and industries
can put their products and re-
ceive orders from the whole
world. We can call it ‘Delhi
Bazaar’, where people can mar-
ket their products,” he said.

Agovernment statement later
said, quoting the CM: “Delhi gov-
ernment to launch online ‘Delhi
Bazaar’ for traders. The whole

world will know what goods are
manufactured or sold in Delhi.”

Services on the 389-km Metro
network across Delhi and NCR
had come to a halt on March 22
due to the imposition of lock-
down to curb the spread of Covid-
19. The shutdown has adversely
affected the finances of the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC),
which announced pay cuts forits
employees on August 18.

The DMRC had earlier writ-
ten to the Centre requesting it to
defer the payment of its loan in-
stallment for 2020-21.

After HC intervention, pvt school
waives tuition fee for 2 students

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

APRIVATE school has waived tu-
ition fees for two students for
September after they ap-
proached the Delhi High Court
twice over being denied access
to online classes.

The Indian Express had re-
ported earlier this month that
the HC issued a showcause no-
tice to Richmondd Global School,
Paschim Vihar, after two stu-
dents in classes V and VII had

filed a contempt petition against
the school, through their father,
for not letting them attend on-
line classes despite a court order.
Following this, the school
submitted that the students were
given links to online classes and
other activities, and parents were
told the outstanding amount that
was due was subsequently
cleared by them on August 6.
“... considering that the peti-
tioners were forced to litigate, ini-
tially by filing a writ petition and
thereafter a contempt petition,
the school shall waive one

month’s tuition fee of the peti-
tioners. If the students have
missed any examinations or class
tests, etc, the school shall make
appropriate arrangements...so
they do not suffer in any man-
ner,” read the final order by
Justice Pratibha Singh.

The school has now waived
tuition fee of Rs 1,500 for
September for both children.

“They re-joined their online
classes this month but we are
still waiting for study material
for the months they lost,” said
the father of the children.

CFO killed as speeding car runs

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, AUGUST 23

THE CHIEF Financial Officer of a
multinational company was
killed in a road accident in
Gurgaon after a speeding vehi-
cle rammed a divider and
crossed over to the wrong side of
the road, hitting him while he
was on his way to Greater Noida
on his Harley Davidson bike.
According to police, the inci-
dentoccurred around 6 am near
the Phase 2 Rapid Metro Station.
The man, 49-year-old Alok

Alok Gupta

Gupta, was a resident of BPTP
Park Life in Sector 57 and the CFO

at Delta Energy Systems.

In his complaint to police, his
friend Rahul Malik said they left
their homes around 5.45 am to
travel to Greater Noida on their
bikes, and were wearing “protec-
tive gear”.

“As they crossed the Phase 2
Rapid Metro Station, however, a
Ford Figo car that was speeding
on the other carriageway, from
the direction of Shankar Chowk
towards Golf Course Road,
rammed the divider and, break-
ing through the fencing, entered
the other carriageway, before
ramming into the victim’s bike,”

though barricades that sur-
rounded the construction site
had been widened. No labourers
were working on the stretch on
Sunday morning.

“Preliminary information in-
dicated that two people had sus-
tained minor injuries in the col-
lapse and this was cross-verified
with the help of the duty roster.
No construction work seems to
have been underway at the time
of the incident; the workers
were preparing to change shifts,
which happens around 10-10.15
pm,” said Assistant Deputy
Commissioner Prashant Panwar,
who visited the site of the col-
lapse late Saturday night.

Police said they had received
a complaint regarding the mat-
ter from RTI activist Mahendra
Kumar. “An FIR will be registered
if allegations are found to be
credible, but as of now we are
still probing the complaint,” said
Dinesh Kumar, SHO of Sadar po-
lice station.

ACP (Sadar) Aman Yadav
said, “The complaint is being in-
vestigated. Simultaneously,
NHAI has also lodged its own
probe into the matter, which itis
conducting internally.”

into bike

said Subhash Boken, PRO of
Gurgaon Police.

In his complaint to police,
Malik, who was on his bike be-
hind the victim, said the bike fell
down due to the impact and
Gupta sustained serious injuries.
Malik called for an ambulance
and took his friend as well as two
people from the car to a hospital.

“Gupta succumbed to his in-
juries during the treatment,
while the two from the car are
still being treated,” said Aman,
SHO of DLF Phase 2 police station.

Police have so far not shared
details of who was driving the car.
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FROM UP’S BALRAMPUR

More explosives, ISIS flag recovered
from house of arrested ‘operative’

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

A DAY after arresting an alleged
Islamic State operative, the Delhi
Police Special Cell said they had
recovered a substantial quantity
of explosives and anISIS flag from
his house in Uttar Pradesh’s
Balrampur.

Mustakeem Khan (36), alias
Abu Yusuf, was arrested follow-
ing a late-night exchange of fire
in Central Delhi’s Ridge Road area
on Friday. Police said they had re-
covered a pistol and two impro-
vised explosive devices (IEDs)
packed in pressure cookers from
his possession.

Ateam of Special Cell's New

Man stages
robbery at
jewellery
store, held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

A 40-YEAR-OLD jeweller al-
legedly faked a robbery at his
shop in Chandni Mahal to get in-
surance money and get away
without paying EMIs on three
business loans, police said
Sunday.

The accused, Abhijeet
Samanta, had taken loans worth
Rs 61 lakh from three banks. Due
tothelockdown, he was unable to
make much sales and as a result,
couldn’t afford to pay the EMIs on
the loans. Finding himself in a
spot,Samantaallegedly staged the
robbery along with his friends
Farhan (38) and Munna (28).

According to police, the rob-
bery was reported on Friday
morning. Samanta had alleged
that a burga-clad woman came
to his store and robbed Rs 50,000
cash and gold jewellery at gun-
point. The woman tied Samanta’s
hands and legs withrope and also
took gold fromalockerinside the
shop.

While scanning the CCTV
footage from the shop and nearby
areas, police found the behaviour
of the accused and the com-
plainant suspicious.

DCP (Central) Sanjay Bhatia
said, “In the footage, Samanta
could be seen checking the en-
trance of his shop before the ac-
cused came. Itlooked asif he was
waiting for the woman. He also
told us that the woman slapped
him and then tied him. The de-
tails didn’'t match with the
footage. We questioned Samanta
for more than six hours.”

Samanta allegedly confessed
and told the police that his friend
Munnahad wornaburqa to stage
the robbery. Another friend
Farhan, who is a property dealer,
helped arrange a fake gun to
make the robbery look genuine.

According to police, Samanta
was hoping that the banks will
waive his loan after the robbery.

Police have arrested the three
men and recovered the fake jew-
ellery placed by the accusedin the
shop.

Spot where explosives were recovered Saturday. Praveen Khanna

Delhi Range took Khan to his vil-
lage, Badhiyaa Bhaisaahi, where
he runs a cosmetic shop. “A
brown jacket containing three
explosive packets and a blue
jacket containing four explosive

packets, which were removed
safely, were found. Each packet
was wrapped with transparent
tape, and contained explosives
and ball bearings, with electric
wires coming outside of it,” DCP

(Special Cell) P S Kushwah said.

Police have said Khan
planned to carry out a "lone wolf"
attack at a heavy footfall area in
the national capital. “AnISISflag,
aleather belt containing around
3 kg of explosives, 8-9 kg explo-
sives in four different polythenes,
three cylindrical metal boxes
containing explosives and elec-
tric wires wrapped with trans-
parent tape, and two cylindrical
metal boxes in which ball bear-
ings were pasted were recovered
from his house,” he said.

Also among the recoveries
are three lithium batteries, two
mobile chargers and a table
alarm watch attached with elec-
tric wires, Kushwah said.

Police have said Khan had

planned a strike in the national
capital on August 15, but could
not do so due to heavy security
arrangements.

According to police, Khan was
first handled by Yusuf-al Hindi,
the SIS chief of India operations,
who was killed in Syria in 2017.
After that he was handled by Abu
Huzaifa Al Bakistani, a resident of
Pakistan, who was killed in a
drone strike in Afghanistan in
July 2019.

Later, another handler in-
structed him to carry out strikes,
the police official had said. He
had tested a small I[ED near the
burial ground in his village. After
successful testing, he used the
same method to make two pres-
sure cooker IEDs.

Submerged since last week, Delhi
village awaits action as crops suffer

AtRawta Village in outer southwest Delhi. Abhinav Saha

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

VINOD KUMAR (45) stood knee
deep in water surrounding his
house since Wednesday in outer
southwest Delhi's Rawta village.
He was looking for the lid of an
overhead water tankin his house
that the wind had blown away; it
was later found floating among
trash nearby.

A few metres away, Kripal
Singh (45) had put sandbags
around his stable for buffaloes. A
day later, he frantically set up a
motor to pull out water that was
seeping inside. "Otherwise the
stable would have collapsed with
usand the animals inside," Singh
said, as village residents gathered
around him nodded.

Around them was about
1,000 acres of farmland sub-
merged in a mix of wastewater
and rainwater overflowing from
the Najafgarh drain since earlier
this month, after monsoon show-
ers began, village residents said.

Following Wednesday's
heavy rain that lashed Gurgaon —
158 mm in 24 hours — water be-
gan seepinginto homesin Rawta
and afew other adjoining villages
inHaryana and Delhi. Water lev-

els continued to rise on Sunday,
according to residents. Fields
closer to the drain were severely
flooded, with two tractors almost
completely submerged, they said.
Farmers claimed they have dis-
connected electricity supply in
fields closer to the drain as they
are unable to access their fields
for most part of the year.

"The fields are usually water-
logged around this time every
year, and about 500 acres of land
around the drainis submerged in
water for all 12 months, but
homes had not been affected un-
til now," said Rajnish Phalswal, a
resident. Farmers said there was
no certainty when fields would
dry again, with some estimating
weeks or months, and claiming
thatitall depends onstopping the
overflow from drains.

On Friday, catfish and other
species of fish were being caught
inwaterlogged fields by residents
and people from nearby areas as
they kept a watch for snakes.

Ramesh Singh (56)estimated
that nearly every farmer would
have suffered a loss of about Rs
30,000 per acre of field, including
their investment and returns on
the harvest of about Rs 3,000 per
quintal of dhan. "We would have
to stop sowing dhan if this con-

tinues. There is also uncertainty
about our wheat crops that we
sow in November, because even
then, sometimes, water from the
drain enters our fields,” he said.

Residents of the village
claimed they have made several
representations to government
officials, local MLA Gulab Singh
and West Delhi MP Parvesh Sahib
Singh, but no steps have been
taken to control the problem.

MP Parvesh said he has raised
theissuein the past with the Chief
Minister and Lt-Governor. He
claimed the district magistrate
had prepared a report according
to which around Rs 60 crore was
required to build an embank-
ment to stop the overflow, but the
Delhi government did not pro-
vide funds for it. Since the funds
allotted to him is Rs 5 crore per
year, he said he cannot assist.

An official from MLA Singh's
office said efforts to create anem-
bankment were made in 2015
but some villagers protested
against it and work could not be
completed. The official said Singh
visited the village on Saturday
and had a meeting with the resi-
dents."Pumps are being set up to
remove the water and work will
also be undertaken to solve the
problem," he said.

Delhi sees highest single-day spike this
month as new cases touch 1,450 mark

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

THE CAPITAL recorded 1,450
fresh Covid cases on Sunday —
the highest single-day spike in
August so far. The city also re-
ported 16 deaths, taking the toll
to 4,300 and the overall cases
since the outbreak to 1,61,466.

Sunday was the second day
to record more than 1,400 fresh
cases, seeing 38 cases higher
than Saturday’s count of 1,412.
This was also the second high-
est spike in the 24-hour case
count since July 18 when 1,475
people tested positive for the
virusinaday.

Since July 18, the daily record
of cases has been fluctuating,
reaching alow case count of 613
on July 27. In August, it has

Covid testing at Ashok
Nagar, Sunday. Abhinav Saha

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL
TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
HOSPITALBEDS | 14,117 | 10,550
]’6] ’466 VENTILATORS [ 1,231 774
Daily cases | Recoveries |Deaths | Tests
Aug 22 1,412 1,230 14 19,435
Aug23 1,450 1,250 16 18,731
Total 11,778* 1,45,388 4300 |14,31,094

*Total active cases

largely remained above 1,000
cases per day and not below
600.

In terms of testing on
Sunday, there were 6,261 RT-
PCR/CBNAAT/TrueNat tests
done in Delhi, in addition to
12,470rapid antigen tests. There

are 11,778 active cases in the city
after recovery of 1,250 patients
over the last 24 hours. There are
5,896 patients in home isolation,
3,617 at hospitals and 815 at
Covid care and health centres.
About 3,589 beds at Covid
care centres were occupied by

persons under quarantine, in-
cluding travellers who came
through Vande Bharat Mission
and Bubble flights.

The city has done 14,31,094
tests so far and is conducting
75,320 tests per million, as per
the government bulletin.

The problem faced by this vil-
lage is a result of steps taken after
the 1978 floods in Delhiwhen em-
bankments were built along the
Najafgarhdrain to prevent the city
from flooding in the future, as per
an official of the Delhi Irrigation
and Flood Control Department.

However, Rawtavillage liesin
a 5.5-km stretch, along the 57-
km-long drain, where the em-
bankment was not built by the
then Delhi administration. "The
areawas supposed toactasabal-
ancing reservoir at the time of
floods to prevent the population
indense areas of the city from get-
ting affected. The area around
Najafgarh lakeis alow-lying area,
and it was planned at the time
that flood water would collect
here and not proceed further," the
official said.

In the long term, officials said
the issue would only be solved by
talks between Delhi and Haryana,
and through the medium of the
National Green Tribunal, whichis
presently hearing a matter to de-
termine if the Najafgarh lake is a
wetland or a private land. "If the
lakeis found to be awetland, then
the land of the farmers in Rawta
and other villages in Delhi and
Haryana would be acquired by
the government," the official said.

Picked for national award, he
once said no to promotion

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

SEVEN YEARS ago, Surender
Singh became eligible to be pro-
moted from a primary teacher to
aTGT (Trained Graduate Teacher),
who can teach students from
class VI to X. The North MCD
school teacher turned down the
opportunity because he wanted
to “continue working for the ho-
listic development” of younger
children. This year, he became
one of 47 teachers fromacross the
country to be selected for the
Ministry of Education’s annual
National Awards to Teachers.

The ministry’s Department of
School Education and Literacy re-
leased the final list of selected
teachers for the prestigious award
Thursday. Two of the 47 teachers
selected are from Delhi — Jyoti
Arora is the principal of Mount
Abu Public School in Rohini Sector
5,while Singh has been ateacher
with schools of the North MCD
for the last 21 years.

The 714 primary schools run
by the North MCD are resource-
strapped and cater to children
from economically strained fam-
ilies, who in most cases are first-
generation learners. Singh, who
teaches at a school in Northwest
Delhi’s Sarai Pipal Thala, has an
exceptional track record.

The last five times he hasbeen
in charge of fifth-graders in his
school, 166 of his students cleared
the entrance to Rajkiya Pratibha
Vikas Vidyalayas — exclusive re-
source-rich schools run by the
Delhi government, to which ad-
missions take place through com-
petitive entrance exams. This is
an average of 33.2 students per
year from a class making it to
these premier schools.

Surender Singh (left) and Jyoti Arora are among 47 to be
selected for the annual National Awards to Teachers

Whenever it is time for his
fifth graders to appear for their
RPVV entrance exam, Singh over-
seesaspects of their exam process
— he fills up their application
forms, speaks to parents, and
even hires abus on the day of the
exam to ferry all the students to
their centre.

Heis notably proud of his stu-
dents’ achievements in one par-
ticular year. “In2015-2016,1 had a
class of 57 fifth graders, of which
42 were admitted to RPVV Civil
Lines, six had been admitted to
RPVV BT Block Shalimar Bagh,
and two cleared the entrance ex-
amination toa Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya,” he said.

That same year, 56 of his stu-
dents received merit scholarships
from the MCD. Every year, the
MCD holds merit scholarship ex-
ams forall students of class IV and
V, of whom 2,500 from the 714
North MCD schools winRs 1,000
and a certificate. In the last 10
years, 323 of his students have
won the scholarship.

Singh said the achievements
of his young students are built by
creating an emotional attach-
ment with them: “Most of the

children in our schools live in
jhuggis, alot of them are exposed
to harsh experiences from a
young age. We need to build an
emotional relationship with
them, like the one we have with
our children. When we do that,
they shareall their problems and
itbecomes possible to help them.
I also counsel parents and create
hope in them about what regular
schooling can do for their chil-
dren. Thisincreases their involve-
mentand dedicationin education
as well. In the 16 years I've been
at my school, the number of stu-
dents has increased from 300 to
600,” he said.

Arora, meanwhile, has been
principal of Mount Abu School for
19 years. “I am fond of experi-
menting with many new things
in my school, but among the ini-
tiatives I'm most proud of is our
dedication to the 27 sustainable
development goals which arere-
inforced in our students in all
kinds of ways — in charts across
the school, in competitions, in as-
sembly. We have also designed
our own curriculum from KG to
class Xl just dedicated to this area
of global citizenship.”

Brown Lives Matter: Authors
of Delhi riots book to publisher

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

AUTHORS OF the Delhi Riots: An
Untold Story, which was with-
drawn by Bloomsbury Saturday;,
said they have sent a “notice” to
the publisher by email saying the
move invites “civil and criminal
liability”,even as Gurgaon-based
Garuda Prakashan announced it
would now publish the book.
Bloomsbury had withdrawn
the book, due out in September,
after backlash over the announce-
ment of a launch event with BJP
leader Kapil Mishra among the
“guests of honour”. The book has
been authored by Delhi
University teachers Prerna
Malhotra and Sonali Chitalkar,
and advocate Monika Arora.
“We have gone through the
book and we will be publishing it
in both English and Hindi. It was
curtailed because of international
pressure but we believe in free-
dom of expression. We want that
the truth must come out. It will
hit stands within 15 days,” said
Ankur Pathak, one of the
founders of Garuda Prakashan.
In an email to Bloomsbury
Sunday, the authors equated the
Black Lives Matter protest in the
USwith their own experience, re-
minding the publishers that
“Brown Lives Matter too”.
“You can kill the supply of the

The book will be published
by Garuda Prakashan, one of
the authors said

book but not the idea and not the
truth. Bloomsbury may we tell
you that Brown Lives Matter and
Brown women matter too. We
have the fundamental right of
freedom of speech and expres-
sion... On our behalf, please in-
form Bloomsbury UK not to suc-
cumb under international
pressure of agenda driven lobbies.
.If internationally Black Lives
Matter than in India Brown lives
matter too,” they wrote.

Mishra had given a speech in
Northeast Delhi on February 23,
seeking that the protesters
against the  Citizenship
(Amendment) Act be removed
from a site in the area, a day be-
fore the riots broke out. On
Sunday, he tweeted copies of the
notice and wrote: “Authors have
sent a notice to Bloomsbury. It
will be followed by alegal action.

Criminal breach of trust will be
punished legally.”

Bloomsbury Spokesperson
Kunal Jalali did not respond to
callsand texts. Inits statement on
Saturday; it had said: “In view of
very recent events, including a
virtual pre-publication launch or-
ganised without our knowledge
by the authors, with participation
by parties of whom the publish-
erswould not have approved, we
have decided to withdraw publi-
cation of the book.”

In their letter, the authors
wrote that they were informed
“onphone” that the book was be-
ing withdrawn “due to pressure
from Bloomsbury UK, which in
turn was pressurised (sic) by the
social media campaign on
Twitter”, but that no official com-
munication to this effect had
reached them yet.

They pointed out that the
publishing house had “signed a
contract with the authors”, com-
municated “over the past three
months... through emails, SMS,
WhatsApp” and “finalised the
draft”. They also said the e-invite
of the book launch was “out in
public domain” and that
Bloomsbury had “full knowledge
of thisbook launch and the guest
list”.

Arora said, “We waited but
they have still not communicated
to us, so we have decided to go
ahead with Garuda (Prakashan).”

To register construction workers, welfare
board to hold 70 camps across capital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

THE WELFARE board for con-
struction labourers in Delhi will
hold 70 camps across the capital
between August 24 to September
11 toregister workers engaged in
this sector and extend the man-
dated benefits to them under a
Central Act.

The decision of the board was
announced by Labour Minister
Gopal Rai on Sunday. The Delhi
High Court, whichis hearinga PIL
ontheallegedirregularitiesin the
board, has been pushing the gov-
ernment to bring more workers
under the safety net.

The camps will be held across
70 schools, Rai said. Earlier, the
board had agreed to engage
lawyers from the Delhi State Legal

The registration camps will be held across 70 schools. Archive

Services Authority (DSLSA) for
the purpose of verification of ap-
plication forms received from
workers. "To speed up the
process, detailed information has
been given to all 70 MLAs, trade
unions and agencies so that they

New Delhi

canjoin hands and help construc-
tion workers with registration,"
Rai said at a press conference.
Separately, the government s
also accepting online registra-
tions and applications for renewal
of memberships from workers

who stopped receiving benefits
as officials did not keep track of
those disappearing from the rolls
of the board.

"During the registration
process, the physical verification
of construction workers will also
be done immediately. This way,
construction labourers will not
have to worry about visiting Delhi
government offices for physical
verification," Rai said.

Every state has one such wel-
fare board, whichruns anarray of
welfare schemes for them, funded
by the cess collected from projects
under the Building and Other
Construction Workers Welfare
Cess Act, 1996. Under the Act, a
building worker is eligible for reg-
istrationonly if he or she hasbeen
engaged in building or construc-
tion work for not less than 90 days
during the preceding 12 months.
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HRI  Dharmasthala  Manju-

natheshwara University established un-
der the Shri Dharmasthala Manju-

natheshwara University Act 2018 is in

existence since December 19 2018 as a State
Private University of Karnataka State, of unitary
nature at Sattur, Dharwad. The University has
been sponsored by Shri Manjunatheshwara

Educational Society (SDME). Ujire. Dakshina

Kannada District. Karnataka a premier non-
profit educational organization, under the sa-
cred aegis of Shree Kshetra Dharmasthala and
under the able guidance of its distinguished
President. Dr. D. Veerendra Heggade who is
the Chancellor of the University. Dr. (Prof.) Ni-
ranjan Kumar. a renowned Plastic Surgeon is
leading the University as Vice-Chancellor and
Lt.Col. U.S. Dinesh(Retd.)is the Registrar of the
University. Shri Dharmasthala Manjunathesh-
wara University is ranked 12th amongst newly
constituted Universities in the All India Uni-

versity Ranking by IIRF 2020. Shri Dharmas-
thala Manjunatheshwara University is the
only Private University which has incorpo-
rated digital examination by e-pads from its
inception wherein the students write their ex-

aminations on e-pads making it easy for

them. Itis also well received by the evaluators
who carry out digital evaluation with "zero
error correction”. The results announcement is
also very fast compared to the conventional
methods.

Shri Dharmasthala Manjunatheshwara
University presently has 5 Constituent Insti-
tutions, all of which run Health Sciences

Courses. The Constituent Colleges are:

mSDM College Medical Sciences & Hospital,
offering MBBS and Post Graduate (MS &
MD) degrees in 20 Specialities in various
Pre-Clinical, Para Clinical and Clinical sub-
jects, as well as Fellowships, B.Sc. Allied Sci-
ences and Certificate Courses.

mSDM College of Dental Sciences and Hospi-
tal, Dharwad of-fering BDS and Post Gradu-
ate (MDS) Degrees in 9 specialities. Diploma
Courses and Fellowship programmes.

m SDM College of Physiotherapy, Dharwad of-
fering BPT and MPT Post Graduate Courses
in five subjects.

mSDM Institute of Nursing, Dharwad offering
B.Sc.and M.Sc. Nursing programmes.

mSDM Research Institute of Biomedical Sci-
ences, Dharwad a World Class Research
Centre for stem cell research and therapy
offering M.Sc. (Biomedical Courses) and
Certificate Courses.

m The University also offers Ph.D. programmes
in various specialities.
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. (Recognized by MCI, New Delhi)

UG Degree HLL:N

Duration: 4 Years 6 months +1 year
Internship.

Eligibility: NEET qualified and
Admission through KEA Counselling.
The College also offers MD/MS PG
programmes in 22 specialties and
Ph.D. Programmes.

Biotechnology Skill Enhancement
Programme (BiSEP)

PG Diploma in Cellular and Molecular
Diagnostics

Certificate Course (Post MBBS)

Nephrology & Renal Dialysis (2 Years)

(Post CMLT / DMLT / B.Sc. MLT)

Contact Details ¢ +91 836 2321127 /26/25/24

Hon’ble Chancellor
Dr. D. Veerendra Heggade

« Gynaec Endoscopy
« Rhinology

CERTIFICATE COURSES

SDM COLLEGE OF PHYSIOTHERAPY, DHARWAD
(Recognized by Govt. of Karnataka)

ADVERTORIAL

Shri Dharmasthala Manjunatheshwara University Dharwad

Dr. D. Veerendra Heggade, Hon’ble Chancellor,
Shri Dharmasthala Manjunatheshwara University

CONSTITUENT UNITS OF SHRI DHAR-
MASTHALA MANJUNATHESHWARA
(SDM) UNIVERSITY:

SDM College of Medical Science &
Hospital: SDMCMS&H was established in
2003 under the leadership of great visionary
Dr. D. Veerendra Heggade, the President of
SDME Society. As the Chancellor of SDM Uni-
versity, his dream was to start a Centre of Ex-
cellence for Medical Education and healthcare
for the people of North Karnataka region at
afforda-ble cost. Under the able guidance of
the Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Ni-
ranjan Kumar, the institute provides
Vidyadana and Aushadhadana to the needy
people.

All excellent facilities of SOMCMS&H are
spread over in 70 acres of lush green land with
unique architectural Buildings. The Medical
College admits 100 students for MBBS Course
and 98 students for Post Graduate in various
subjects. The Medical College is recognized by
Medical Council of India, New Delhi and it is
preparing for NABH and NAAC accreditation.
The College has modern laboratories. spa-
cious class-rooms, state of the art Museum.
The skill Lab is equipped with latest man-
nequins and BLS, ECLS and ACLS courses are
conducted regularly. The ambience of library is
very condu-cive for studies and it has 16,500
books, National and Interna-tional Journals.

Two hospitals have Total 1,200 beds com-
prising general and specialty hospital service
with 1500 OPD patients daily. The hospitals
are equipped with specialized OTs, different
ICUs. It also provides super specialty training to

SHRI DHARMASTHALA

MANJUNATHESHWARA UNIVERSITY

Shri Dharmasthala Manjunatheshwara University, Sattur, Dharwad

Dr. Niranjan Kumar, Hon’ble Vice - Chancellor,
Shri Dharmasthala Manjunatheshwara University

the students and healthcare service to the pa-
tients. Conferences, workshops and Seminars
are regularly conducted. SDMCMS&H has
stood as an epitome of excellent patient care
and a quality Medical Education Centre.
SDM College of Dental Sciences &
Hospital (SDMCDS &H): The Dental Col-
lege was founded in 1986 with a mission to
Oral health of the local population. Since its
inception as one of the very few stand-alone
dental colleges, the SOMCDS & H has moved
from strength to strength and it provides both
therapeutic service and dental education.
The Dental College is recognized by the
Dental Council of India, New Delhi and it ad-
mits 100 BDS and 45 MDS students. The Col-
lege is situated in 23 acres of land with most
modern buildings and has 363 dental chairs
for the teaching and training. Residential hos-
tels provides very conducive living environ-

6th floor, Manjushree Building, SDM (
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Fellowship Programmes (Post MD/MS) MVE\iT i HRRT:C S

« Neonatal Intensive Care
« Reproductive Medicine

« Consultation Liaison Psychiatry

o Blood Bank Technology (1 Year)

CONTACT FOR ADMISSIONS :

B.Sc. in Medical Allied Sciences JMITE11] HE

Eligibility: 10+2/PUC or Equivalent with minimum 40% in PCBE. Lateral Entry to 2nd year of
the Course for Diploma Candidates from 2020-21.
B. Sc. in Renal Dialysis Technology/ Medical Imaging Technology/Optometry/ Medical
Laboratory Technology

Years + 6 months Internship.

« Histo-Technician (6 Months)
o Advanced Cert. in Medical Micro Lab Technology (1 Year)

BPT

Duration : 4 Years+6 months internship
Eligibility: 10+2/PUC or Equivalent with
minimum 45% PCB

MPT Postgraduate degree in 5
specialities and Ph.D. Programme

SDM COLLEGE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES & HOSPITAL, DHARWAD

« Nephrology/Renal Dialysis

sdmuo@sdmuniversity.edu.in

ment with hygienic food.

The College was affiliated to Karnataka
University, Dharwad till 1996, Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health Sciences till 2018 and
since December 2018 onwards itis under Shri
Dharmast-hala Manjunatheshwara Univer-
sity, Dharwad. In 1993 SDM CDS & H was the
first dental college to set up the depart-ment of
Implantology. The Royal College of Physicians
and Surgeons, Glasgow, UK recognized in
1995 to conduct MFDS and MOMS exams. In
1998, the dental college was established an
exclusive Centre for Craniofacial Surgery. The
Centre also runs a successful program in the
treatment of Cleft Lip & Palate with the support
of Smile Train, USA. The Dental College was
accredited with “Five Star” in the year 2002,
with Grade A in the year 2009 and 2015 suc-
ces-sively. The BDS course of SDM CDS & H is
recognized by the Malaysian Government.

Medical Sciences & Hospital Campus,

), Karnataka, India

SDM COLLEGE OF DENTAL SCIENCES & HOSPITAL, DHARWAD

(Recognized by DCI, New Delhi)

The college also has the collabo-ration with
the Tufts University, School of Dental Medi-
cine, Boston, USA between 2006-2010. The
College also organ-ized the residential pro-
gram on Master of Clinical Dentistry in
Prosthodontics offered by the Faculty of Den-
tistry, King's College, London, UK.

SDM College of Physiotherapy: The
College established in 1996 endeavors toim-
part high quality physiotherapy education.
The research and education knowledge is
based on the experienced and highly quali-
fied faculty members. Physiotherapy services
are widely used in healthcare organizations.
Community, sports and workplace settings,
schools and private practices.As an institution
of scholars. researchers, teachers and stu-
dents, the mission of SDM College of Physio-
therapy, in the public service is to advance and
transmit knowledge and translate research
into service. The College offers bachelors, mas-
ters and Ph.D. degrees. The experienced fac-
ulties of the college provide rigorous
aca-demic, clinical and research experiences in
a state-of-the-art infrastructure. The college
trains the students exceptionally well in pur-
suing a long and rewarding career in physio-
therapy.

SDM Institute of Nursing Sciences:
The Nursing Institute was established in 2006
with a view to train Nursing Profes-sionals to
meet the demand for high quality Nursing
care in hospitals and Institutes in India and
abroad. Competent. compassionate nursing
professionals distinguished by liberal art edu-
cation, evidence based Practices, clinical rea-
soning, safe patient care and committed to

Realising the Devotional, Socioeconomic and Health Aspirations of people of Karnataka

the profession is the institute's motto.

The Nursing Institute was established by
the SDME Society under the Rajiv Gandhi Uni-
versity of Health Sciences, Banga-lore. Since
2019 the Institution is functioning under Shri
Dhar-masthala Manjunatheshwara Univer-
sity, Dharwad.

The institute offers B.Sc. (Nursing) and
M.Sc. (Nursing) in five specialities which is rec-
ognized by the Indian Nursing Council, New
Delhi and the Diploma Nursing Course run by
the institute is recognized by the Karnataka
State Nursing Council, Bangalore.

SDM Institute of Nursing Sciences has se-
cured 8th posi-tion among the top Nursing
Colleges, according to a survey conducted by
Higher Education Review Magazine- Decem-
ber 2019.The institute has state-of-the-art fa-
cilities set up as per the INC standards. Stu-
dents have a conducive environment for
learning and co-curricular activities. The insti-
tute has the support of a world class parent
medical college and 1,200 bed-ded ultra-
modern clinical facilities located within the
campus.

SDM Research Institute of Biomed-
ical Sciences (RIBS): SDM RIBS is an inde-
pendent teaching and research institute
started in 2019 with the vision of developing a
vibrant research institute contributing signifi-
cantly to knowledge intensive, innovative so-
lution oriented strategies for societal and
medical tribulations. The institution is not only
intending to offer aca-demic programs in the
line of new National Education Policy in col-
laboration with industry but also aimed to
conduct re-search in the advanced and
emerging areas of modern sci-ence. The Insti-
tute offers post graduate and hands-on train-
ing programs in Biomedical Sciences with an
objective of nation building through indoctri-
nation of culture of passion & commit-ments
among students and researchers by igniting
their minds for innovation through quality
concepts, skill and intellectual property devel-
opment. In the pursuit of Institute's teaching
and research in biomedical sciences. The insti-
tute always looks for strategic collaborations
with local and international institu-tions and
industry. The institute has established special-
ized research facilities with experienced faculty
[ researchers to unravel the mysteries of vari-
ous unmet medical needs through innovative
thinking, creative problem solving and cutting
edge technologies.

M.Sc. (Biomedical Science) starting at SODM
RIBS from the academic year 2020-21 is a
two-year program.

Contactless Admission -
Registration to Final Interview

APPLY ONLINE

STARTING SOON

o Fellowship in Cleft lip and palate
o Certificate Course in Forensic Odontology

UG DELGEN BDS

KEA Counseling.

SDM INSTITUTE OF NURSING SCIENCES, DHARWAD

(Recognized by Nursing Council of India, New Delhi)

B.Sc. Nursing

Duration : 4 Years

Eligibility : Must have passed
10+2 in Science with 45%
aggregate in Physics,
Chemistry, Biology & English

Duration : 2 Years

Eligibility : 55% in B.Sc. with 1 Year
experience or P.B. B.Sc.

o Medical Surgical Nursing
Community Health
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GOVT 8 POLITICS

Fact VS FAKE

ONTHE lines of the Press Information Bureau at the Centre, the
Public Relations Department of the Kerala government has
started a fact-check section to identify “fake news and fake in-
formation on Covid pandemic”. What has triggered arow is the
department’s move to expand the exercise to all news related
to the state government; it now plans to set up fact-check cells
inevery district. The Pinarayi Vijayan-led government has come
under fire over the move, with critics terming it as censorship.

CAuGHT UNAWARES

THE POLITICAL storm over the letter to Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi by 23 top party leaders caught many senior Congress
leaders unawares. Some leaders from states such as Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand made frantic calls since the
morning, not necessarily because they wanted to be signatories,
but because they were not asked at all. One leader said, “I didn’t
even know and I know so many of these people well. Does my
opinion noteven count?” Some leaders, however, are happy that
they did not know. “It allows us to stay quiet and not take a side.
Let the chips fall where they may,” a leader said.

SCHEME SYNERGY

SEEING THAT many of their initiatives in social welfare
schemes overlap, and the complementary nature of many of
their other schemes, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and the
Ministry of Rural Development have agreed upon a conver-
gence of their schemes to “improve the economic opportu-
nities for tribal women”. For the synergy of these schemes, a
joint communication has been signed by Secretary, Ministry
of Tribal Affairs, Deepak Khandekar, and Secretary, Ministry of
Rural Development, N N Sinha.

Nadda asserts NDA
unity, reiterates Nitish
will lead Bihar campaign

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, AUGUST 23

REITERATING that the NDAwould
gotopollsinBihar under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister and JD(U)
chief Nitish Kumar, BJP president
JPNadda on Sunday asserted the
strength and unity of the BJP-
JD(U)-LjPalliance in the state.

This comes amid the tussle be-
tween the JD(U) and the LJP, with
senior leaders of both parties trad-
ing barbs on several occasions.

Speakingon thelastday of the
two-day meeting of the BJP’s state
executive through the virtual
medium, Nadda expressed confi-
dence about the NDA'’s prospects
in the upcoming Assembly polls.
“One knows the result when BJP,
JD(U)and LJP come together... We
will work for every booth as our
job is to add value to our alliance
partners,” he said.

Nadda said the pandemicwas
likely to stay till the year-end and
one had to live with the health
threat. “After Covid and floods, we
have to deal with the upcoming
Bihar polls. We have to take
proper care of ourselves while
campaigning. Door-to-door cam-
paigning becomes very effective

JP Nadda

‘Congress govt
betrayed people
in Rajasthan’

Jaipur: BJP national presi-
dentJ P Nadda on Sunday
accused the Congress gov-
ernment in Rajasthan of
inaction, betraying people
and failing to provide re-
lief to them during the
lockdown. “The Ashok
Gehlot government has
proved inactive during the
lockdown. Instead of pro-
viding relief, the govern-
ment has betrayed peo-
ple,” Nadda told the
party’s Rajasthan unit on
Sunday. PTI

in the current circumstances,” he
said, and praised the state party
unit for staying connected withits
workers online.

HARYANA EX-CM AMONG LEADERS WHO WROTE TO SONIA

Hooda says internal matters of
Cong, Selja says no one above party

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 23

AMONG THE 23 senior Congress
leaders who wrote to the party's
interim president Sonia Gandhi,
calling for a “full time and effec-
tive leadership” and several ma-
jor organisational changes, is
Haryana’s two-time chief min-
ister Bhupinder Singh Hooda.
This comes a year after the
campaign for the Haryana
Assembly polls during which
Hooda had publicly voiced his
disagreement with the Congress
and had even said that the party
had “lost its way” and was no
longer the “old Congress”.
Addressing a “Parivartan
rally” in his stronghold Rohtak in
August 2019, he had declared
himself the chief ministerial can-
didate “with or without

CMs VOICE SUPPORT

Atatime
when the
bedrock of
strength
is

under threat, itis
important... to
unitedly behind the
Gandhis...

AMARINDER SINGH
PUNJABCM

Inthe country's current crisis
situation, Sonia-ji and Rahul-ji seem
like the only ray of hope...

BHUPESH BAGHEL
CHHATTISGARH CM

Gandhi
family has
kept the
party
united and
in the time of crisis, we
need them... (if) party
falls apart, then history
will not forgive us...

ASHOK GEHLOT
RAJASTHAN CM

Day after, Kurien says intention
behind letter only to strengthen party

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 23

FORMER RAJYA Sabha Deputy
Chairman P ] Kurien, one of the
signatories in the letter to the
party’s interim president Sonia
Gandhi by its top leaders, said on
Sunday that the Congress has to
be strengthened.

“Either Rahul or Priyanka
should become the party presi-
dent.If they are not willing to as-
sume the office, the party should
look at another suitable person,
who can be a consensus candi-
date or elected,” he told The

P]J Kurien

Indian Express.

He said elections should be
held at all levels of the organisa-
tion to strengthen the party and
all those leaders who are keep-
ing away from the party should
be brought back.

“The intention behind the
letter was only to strengthen the
party.Ithas no other motive. The
present uncertainty is not good

for the party. If Rahul is ready, he
should become the party presi-
dent. There should be steps to ac-
tivate the party,” said Kurien.

State Congress president
Mullappally Ramachandran,
however, said public statements
on leadership change are un-
called for. “Congress is a political
party with a high amount of in-
ternal democracy and diverse
views are always allowed in
party forums. The open position
taken by the leaders in a subject
like leadership change of AICCis
against this spirit of internal
democracy... This is not the style
of functioning of the Congress,”
he said.

AT PM’s RESIDENCE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday posted a video on social media in which he is seen feeding peacocks at his
residence during his morning exercise routine. He also posted a Hindi poem with the video, which was uploaded first on his
Instagram account then on Twitter.

Congress” and had also an-
nounced a manifesto on his own.

Supporting the govern-
ment’s move to revoke the spe-
cial status of Jammu and
Kashmir under Article 370, he
had said he “will not compro-
mise on patriotism and
self-respect”.

On Sunday, however, Hooda
refused to comment on the letter
sent to Sonia about a fortnight
ago by top Congress leaders.

“These are the party’s inter-
nal matters and I do not com-
ment on them in the media,” he
said.

Haryana Congress chief
Kumari Selja, however, said
party leaders must not forget
that whatever they are is be-
cause of the party.

“Itis aninternal party matter
and whatever happens, let us see
in the working committee. |

don’t think anyone should go
public. If there is anything that
anyone has anissue with, I think
nothing happens in a day.
Everybody has been part of it,”
Selja told The Indian Express.

Without taking any name,
she added, “This is the time
when everyone has to come to-
gether and fight against what is
being unleashed in the country
by the BJP government rather
than behaving in such amanner.
[ always say that whatever we
are, itis because of the party. Let
us not forget that. No individual
is above the party.”

About the letter sent by the
23 senior Congress leaders, she
said, “I do not know what they
have written. This is a newspa-
perreport. I can’t come to a con-
clusion or form an opinion solely
on the basis of a newspaper
report.”

Hope Rahul returns as Cong
chief before Bihar polls: RS MP

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, AUGUST 23

SENIOR CONGRESS leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Akhilesh Prasad
Singh, who was the only leader
from Bihar among the 23 signato-
ries of a letter to interim party
chief Sonia Gandhi, has pitched for
the return of Rahul Gandhi to the
president’s post and hoped it
would happen before the
Assembly elections in the state.

Singh said the leaders who
wrote the letter had raised the
common concerns of party lead-
ers and workers.

“Our letter does not criticise
anyone but talks about broaderis-

‘Focus Is To STEADILY BuiLp TiLL 2024’

AAP looks to expand footprint, eye on Uttarakhand, Goa

DIPANKARGHOSE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

THE RULING party in Delhi and
the primary Opposition in Punjab,
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is
looking to expand its footprint to
other parts of the country.

Earlier this week, AAP’s na-
tional convenor Arvind Kejriwal
announced that the party intends
to fight the Assembly polls in
Uttarakhand, make a pushin Goa
and contest local body elections
inplaces like Mumbaiand Ladakh
apart from the MCD elections in
Delhi.

Senior party leaders involved
in chalking out the strategy said
thatin terms of identifying states
tofightelectionsin, the partyis fol-
lowing some markers.

The first, they said, is that the
states that the party will seriously

target are small states, with elec-
tions more than a year away in
2022.“Itis notlike an experiment
to fight elections has not been
made before. Punjab was success-
ful but at other places, the re-
sponse wasn'tgreat. This time the
focus is on building an organisa-
tion where we see shoots first. The
AAPalready has afootprintin Goa,
andinall of these states, their size
allows us to try and build grass-
roots workers everywhere,” asen-
ior leader said.

The second marker, the party
leaders said, is that most of these
states are places which have
swayed between two parties and
the AAP sees an opportunity to
provide a third alternative. “That
is why Punjab was successful,
when in a first attempt, we be-
came opposition, and were disap-
pointed not to form the govern-
ment. People wanted a third voice

Sanjay Singh, Bhagwant Mann

after the Akalis and the Congress.
In Goa, our campaign is about
how leaders of the BJP and the
Congress are the same, and keep
switching sides. In Uttarakhand,
there is no credible opposition to
theBJP” asenior party leader said.

Apartfromits strategy in these
small states, the AAP is trying to
step up its activities in the politi-

cally significant Uttar Pradesh,
with party MP Sanjay Singh trav-
elling through the state. “In Uttar
Pradesh, we know putting up a
credible challenge is very far away.
Butifyou have national ambitions,
you need to set your foot in Uttar
Pradesh. In the elections there in
2022, the aim will only be to win
afew seats if possible, to get our-

selves into the Assembly. Singh is
a good speaker too and is from
near Firozabad and he has clearly
got under the BJP government’s
skin,” aleader said.

Two days ago, in an apparent
reference to Singh, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said in the Assembly that a “na-
muna” from Delhiis raising ques-
tions on what the state govern-
ment did to tackle Covid-19.

While the AAP’s decision to
exploreits national prospects has
againraised questions about how
the party will navigate the intrica-
ciesof evolving positions onissues
such as caste, sources said that
over the past two years, especially
withits return to power in Delhi, it
isclearthat the AAP's selling point
is health and education.

“What will happen this time
is that we will look for good state-
level leaders to help lead cam-

paigns to navigate through the in-
tricacies of the state. Bhagwant
Mann has become big in Punjab,
and Sanjay Singh'’s reputation is
growing in UP. But what is clear
from our ground reports is that
people relate AAP and Kejriwal
with hospitals and schools. That s
why you are seeing the campaign
to distribute oximeters through-
out the country called Oxymitra,”
a party source said.

In places where the party is
unable to contest state elections
because of lack of leadership or
grassroots workers, it is looking at
local body elections. The AAP is
likely to fight local pollsin Ladakh
and Mumbai. “The focus is to
steadily build till 2024, to be in a
position to take a calland become
avoice in Parliament. To grow, we
cannot afford to have just one MP
inLok Sabha,” asenior AAPleader
said.

New Delhi

BISE | Akhilesh
[kdﬁ- f Prasad
;_ - Singh

sues of revival and strengthening
party structure.. Now that there is
CWC meeting, we hope Rahulji
becomes AICC president before
Bihar polls and state leaders also
get some powers,” he added.
“Iam used to putting forward
my views candidly. When we had
met Rahulji about a month ago..l
had told him... people from the
panchayattonational level wanted
him to return as AICC president.”

‘Target to win 220-230 seats’
BJP will fight
Bengal polls
without CM

face, says
Vijayvargiya

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA,AUGUST 23

THE BJP will not project any chief
ministerial candidate for the
West Bengal Assembly polls and
bank, instead, on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's development
plank to fight against the ruling
TMG, the party's Bengal minder
Kailash Vijayvargiya said
on Sunday.

“As of now, it has been de-
cided that we won't project any-
one as our chief ministerial face.
We will fight under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and win the election. Once
voted to power, the legislative
party in consultation with cen-
tral leadership will decide on its
chief ministerial choice,”
Vijayvargiya told PTI.

Asked if the party has anyone
in mind for the post, he said
“time has the answer”. “Right
now, our target is to win 220-230
seats in the 294-member
Assembly,” he said.

In 2016, too, the BJP had
fought the Assembly polls with-
out any CM face, without much
success. But over the last four
years, the saffron party has
emerged as the prime chal-
lenger, pushing the traditional
opposition parties—the CPI (M)
and the Congress—to distant
third and fourth positions.

Rajasthan received over
Rs 1,200 cr from cow
surcharges in 2 yrs: Govt

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, AUGUST 23

THE RAJASTHAN government
received more than Rs 1,200
crore from taxes levied for cow
protection in the last two years,
according to data provided by
the state's Gopalan Department
in response to a question in the
state Assembly.

The state earned a total rev-
enue of Rs 1,252.9 crore from
such taxes during 2018-19 and
2019-20, the department stated.
The government received Rs
266.13 crore as taxes levied on
stamp duty for the purpose of
cow protectionin 2018-19, while
this revenue increased to Rs
291.98 crore in 2019-20.
Similarly, in 2018-19, the rev-
enue from taxes levied on liquor
for cow protection amounted to
Rs270.12 crore which increased
toRs424.68 crore in 2019-20, ac-
cording to data.

The government has distrib-
uted grants of Rs 645.79 crore in
the last two years to cow shelters
across the state. As per the data,
the grants have been distributed
to 1,836 shelters till March 31.

Meanwhile, the Ashok
Gehlot-led Congress govern-
ment in Rajasthan Friday intro-
duced The Rajasthan Stamp
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 in the
ongoing Assembly session,
which, apart from the purpose
of conservation of cow and its
progeny, also seeks to use the
surcharge on stamp duty, not
exceeding 20 per cent of the
duty chargeable on such instru-
ments, for Covid relief and mit-
igating natural or manmade
calamities.

“The money will continue to
be spent on the welfare of cows,
but apart from that, now the re-
maining extra funds will be
spent on natural calamities,”
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Shanti Dhariwal said.

Uttarakhand BJP to form
dist committees to tackle
party workers’ grievances

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN,AUGUST 23

WITH ONE-AND-A-HALF years
left for the BJP-led government to
complete its tenure in
Uttarakhand, the party Sunday
decided to form district level co-
ordination committee to address
party workers’ grievances about
the local administration and the
police.

The committee also discussed
the possibility of a cabinet expan-
sioninthe near future and the is-
sue of four MLAs facing accusa-
tions of indiscipline.

BJP’s Uttarakhand president
Bansidhar Bhagat said five-mem-
ber committees — under district
presidents and including local
party legislators and senior party
workers —will be formedinall the
districts. The announcement
came after the state core commit-
tee meeting, which was attended
by Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat, party national vice-presi-
dent Shyam Jaju, joint general sec-

Uttarakhand
cM
Trivendra
Singh Rawat

retary (organisation)Shiv Prakash,
Union minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank, Lok Sabha MPs Ajay
Bhatt and Tirath Singh Rawat, in
Dehradun.

“Workers often complain that
the local police inspector, SP or
DM is not listening to them. Adis-
cussion on this issue was held on
priority today so that workers’
complaints can be resolved,”
Bhagat said.

SworninasCMin2017,Rawat
is yet to make his first cabinet ex-
pansion despite repeated de-
mands by MLAs. Bhagat said the
CM has to consult Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on the matter
before taking a decision.

Bhagat said the four MLAs fac-
ingallegations of indiscipline will
be issued a warning.
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Aresidential society in
Ahmedabad, Sunday.

GUJARAT

Nine dead after
second straight
day of heavyrain

Ahmedabad: Nine people
were killed in seven dis-
tricts on Sunday as torren-
tial rain continued to bat-
ter the state for the second
consecutive day. Six of
them drowned, while
three died in house col-
lapse incidents, even as
the total casualties re-
ported from across the
state in two days went up
to 21, according to state-
government officials.
Thirteen teams from the
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) have already been
deployed in different
states while another two
NDRFteams and 11 teams
from the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) are
onreserve. ENS

MADHYA PRADESH
Five of family
found hanging
athome

Tikamgarh: A retired gov-
ernment employee, his
wife, and three other fam-
ily members including a
four-year-old boy, were
found hanging at their
home in Madhya
Pradesh's  Tikamgarh
Sunday. Police said the ini-
tial probe suggested the
family members died by
suicide. No note was found
at the spot After being
alerted by neighbours, po-
lice found Dharamdas Soni
(62), his wife Poona(55),
son Manohar (27) and
daughter-in-law Sonam
(25) hanging from a ceil-
ing, and a four-year-old
grandson hanging from a
window grill PTI

HARYANA
Woman held
for beating up
mother-in-law

Chandigarh: A woman in
Sonipat was arrested
Sunday after a video in
which she is seen beating
her 82-year-old mother-
in-law went viral, a police
official said. Along with
the woman — an auxiliary
nurse midwife — her
mother has also been ar-
rested. A police official said
the 82-year-old woman’s
son had lodged a police
complaint. The video of
the incident was filmed by
the elderly woman'’s
grandchildren, police said.
Inthevideo, her daughter-
in-law is seen hitting her
with a dustpan. She was
allegedly forcing hertodo
chores, police said. ENS
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ITBP personnel walked around 45 km, carrying an injured woman on a stretcher, from Lapsa, a remote village, to Munsyari in
Pithoragarh. Uttarakhand, on Saturday. ANI

15-hr rescue in Uttarakhand: I'TBP
team carries injured woman 45 km

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, AUGUST 23

IN WHAT turned out to be a 15-
hour rescue operation, a 16-
member team of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
personnel walked over 45 km
carrying aninjured womanona
stretcher from a remote, moun-
tainous location near the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) on the bor-

der in Pithoragarh district on
Friday and got her admitted toa
hospital in Munsiyari.

According to an ITBP official,
the control room Friday morn-
ing received information that
26-year-old Rekha Devi, a resi-
dent of Lapsa village near the
China border, was in need of ur-
gent medical assistance after she
fell from a hillside.

The woman had fallen from
ahillside and suffered injuries on

A-G refuses consent
for contempt action
against Swara Bhasker

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

ATTORNEY GENERAL K K
Venugopal has turned down a
request for his consent to initi-
ate criminal contempt of court
proceedings against actor Swara
Bhasker for allegedly making
“derogatory and scandalous”
statements against the Supreme
Court.

The request was sought by
one Advocate Anuj Saxena, who
cited details of Bhasker’s alleged
remarks during a panel discus-
sion on February 1, 2020 in two
paragraphs.

The first paragraph related to
the Ayodhya judgment and the
second to the government, police,
courts and the Constitution.

In his letter to Saxena on
August 21, the Attorney General
said, “The Statement in the first
part appears to me a factual one
and is a perception of a speaker.
The comment refers to the
Judgment of Supreme Court and
is notan attack on the institution.
This does not offer any comment
onthe Supreme Courtitselfor say
anything that would scandalise or
lower the authority of the
Supreme Court.”

Venugopal added, “The
Second Statement is a vague state-
ment notrelated to any particular
Court and something which is so
general that no one would take
any serious note of this state-
ment..I do not think that this is a
case where the offence of scandal-
ising of Court or lowering the au-

O

KK Venugopal (left);
Swara Bhasker

Under Section 15 of the
Contempt of Courts Act,
1071, the consent of
either the A-G or the
Solicitor General is a
must for contempt
action against a person

thority of the Court would arise.”

“1, therefore, decline consent
to initiate contempt proceedings
against Swara Bhaskar,” the
Attorney General added.

Under Section 15 of the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1071, the
consent of either the Attorney
General or the Solicitor General is
necessary to initiate contempt
proceedings against a person.

Saxena has now sought the
permission of Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta.

The letter said the request was
made on behalf of one Usha
Shetty and that the “petitioner...re-
spectfully differs with the reasons
given” by the Attorney General
while declining the request.

‘DREAM OF APPEARING FOR CIVIL SERVICES EXAM’

In Kerala, migrant’s daughter tops BA exam, earns CM’s pralse

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 23

WHEN 21-YEAR-OLD Payal
Kumari topped the BA
Archaeology and History exam at
Mahatma Gandhi University last
week, it would have been a proud
moment for her father—a school
dropout who migrated to Kerala
from Bihar 23 years ago.

Thedaughterof Pramod Kumar
and Bindu Devi has come a long
way from her days as the odd-girl-
out ina Malayam-medium school
toearning plaudits from the Kerala
Chief Minister himself.

“I'want to tell children in my
parents’ village—Gosaiymati in

Sheikhpura district—about my
hardworkingdays.Iwanttoinspire
them to pursue studies. Also, this
would beagreatmorale booster for
scores of peers from migrant fami-
lies settled in Kerala,” said Payal.
On her mind now are higher
studies at JNU and the civil service
examination. “l want to join a PG
course atJNU or any other premier
institute inthe country.Iwant tobe-
come a government employee to
serve ordinary people. Givil service
exam is also in my thoughts,” she
said. Payal and family's story is not
toodifferent from that of other mi-
grants, known as “guest workers”,
who have been ensuring that their
wards are educated in Kerala's
schools and colleges. And ina state
struggling to fill its school benches

amidalow birthrate, these children
of migrantworkers have beenwel-
comed warmly.

Payal's father Pramod, 47, first
boarded a train to Kerala in 1997,
when migrants from north Indian
states were just trickling in. He
landed a job as a helper at a sani-
taryware shop in Kochi, where,
every morning and evening, he
would see schoolchildren in their
uniforms.

In 2001, he brought his family
toKochi and, one by one, admitted
his three children to school.

“Ihad beeninspired by theim-
portance of education given by
Kerala parents. When I decided to
bring my family to Kochi, my sole
intention was to ensure education
for our three children. Those were

her legs on August 20, but she
could not be rescued for two
days as a helicopter could not
land in the area, an ITBP
spokesperson told PTI

Thereafter, a total of 10 per-
sonnel from the force’s 14th bat-
talion stationed in Lilam reached
the village where the woman
stays after covering portions of
the journey on foot.

Seeing that Rekha’s condi-
tion was worsening, the ITBP

team put her on a stretcher and
started their journey.

Later, six more personnel
joined them and helped them
carry the woman on the stret-
cher across the slippery terrain.

“ITBP personnel trekked for
over 15 hours to cover a 45-km
distance and get the woman
admitted in the hospital in
Munsiyari,” said Nilabh Kishore,
IG, ITBP.

(WITHPTIINPUTS)

Rlys: Outing of prices at qualification stage
among reasons for cancellation of tender

AVISHEK GDASTIDAR
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

THE OUTING of prices offered by
three prospective bidders is
among the reasons why the global
tender for manufacturing 44
Vande Bharat trainsets had to be
cancelled, the Railways an-
nounced on Sunday.

“While processing the bids, it
was found that for some reason
the bidders had furnished infor-
mation thatindicated financial in-
formation as well, which is not
needed at the qualifications
stage,” Chairman, Railway Board,
VK Yadav said during a media
interaction.

“... to maintain highest stan-
dard of transparency, we decided
to cancel the tender,” he said.

Panel formed to
probeTelangana
power plant fire

Hyderabad: Expressing anguish
over the fire accident at Srisailam
hydro-electric power plant,
which killed nine people,
Chairman and Managing
Director of Telangana State
Power Generation Corporation
Ltd (TS-GENCO), Prabhakar Rao
on Sunday said a committee has
been constituted to ascertain the
cause of the mishap and suggest
preventive measures. He said ef-
forts were being taken to resume
operations at two units at the
plantinanother 15days.  PTI

really tough days as I was the sole
breadwinner with a monthly in-
come of Rs 1,500,” said Kumar. He
now earnsRs 17000as a salesman
inapaintdealer’s outlet.

Payal, too, had her struggles. “It
had been very difficult to learn
Malayalam in the initial days.
Nobody was at home to clear
doubts of classes. But teachers
helped. Initially,Ihad notbeengood
at studies. But, I slowly picked up
overyearstobecomearank-holder
inthe degree course,” she said.

Asher father struggled toruna
family with meagre income, her
school and college teachers stepped
in.“Whileinschool, teachers helped
me financially as my father could
not meet all expenses. Later, at
Marthoma Women's College in

Sources told The Indian Express
that as per prices indicated by
three bidders, the company in a
joint venture with China’s CRRC
had quoted the lowest priceand a
well-known Indian rolling stock
manufacturer bid second lowest.

Attached to the e-tender doc-
ument among the instructions to
the bidders is the line that says,
“All the mandatory fields of the
techno-commercial bid details
and financial rate page have to be
filled up by the tenderers.” Sources
said the companies might have
construed that they were being
asked to furnish prices as well.

Yadav did not reveal the
names of the bidders whose
prices were discovered. “Wedon’t
know why they did that because
standard instructions are issued
for these two-packet tenders and

TABLIGHI JAMAAT EVENT: HC QUASHES FIRs

Stranded since March,
29 foreign nationals
hope to go home soon

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, AUGUST 23

TWO DAYS after the Aurangabad
bench of Bombay High Court
quashed FIRs against 29 foreign
nationals in connection with a
Tablighi Jamaat gatheringin Delhi
amid Covid-19 restrictions in
March, the men said they would
be approaching the trial court to
get possession of their seized pa-
ssports toreturn to their countries.

The foreign nationals from
countries suchas Ivory Coast, Tan-
zania, Iran, Djiboutiand Ghana, are
currently staying at Ahmednagar
in private accommodation arran-
gedbylocal residents after their re-
lease from jail in June. Many of
them were in jail for two months.

Most of them came to India
before March 10 as part of a reli-
gious group to study Islam, they
have told the high court. They
have also submitted that they had
informed local authorities, includ-
ing the police, regarding their visit.

After the Jamaat gathering in
Delhi came under the spotlight,
Maharashtra Police booked for-
eignnationals, including these 29
men. The police have said they
were propagating Islam and had
violated visaand lockdown guide-
lines. They were booked under

based on them many such tenders
have been finalised,” he said.

While the Railway Ministry
has maintained that the tender
was cancelled -- eight months af-
terit was called and overamonth
after they were submitted -- to
make way for a fresh tender ad-
hering to the new public procure-
ment policy of the government
vis-a-vis Make inIndia, the outing
of prices, inadvertently or by de-
sign, is another reason for the
move, officials said.

In the new tender to be called
in a week, Railways would try to
increase the Make in India com-
ponent to beyond 50 per cent of
the project, Yadav said.

In what is known as a two-
packet tender in two stages, only
technical qualifications of the bid-
ders were to be furnished at this

Epidemic Diseases Act, Foreigners
Actand IPC sections pertaining to
the spread of infectious diseases.

Adivision bench of Justice TV
Nalawade and Justice M G
Sewlikar Friday quashed the FIRs
against them, observing that there
was no evidence in connection to
these charges. The court also said
that duringa pandemic, instead of
being more sensitive towards “our
guests”, they were lodged injails.

MensaIsmail Yusuf, 50, works
as a small-time trader in Ghana.
He said local authorities approa-
ched the group on March 30 about
their travel history while they
were staying at a mosque in
Nevasa taluka of Ahmednagar.
“We were kept in institutional
quarantine for over twoweeks.On
April 17, officials came and took
our phones and passports and
told us that we will be taken to a
hospital. But instead, we were
taken toajail,” he said.

From then till their release on
June 17, Yusuf said none of them
were able to contact their families
back home. He added that no po-
lice officer has explained till date
why they were booked. “Our pho-
nes were with the authoritiesand
since we did not know we were
being taken to jail, we could not
inform our families. We requested
prison authorities to allow us to

stage of Request for Qualification.
If qualified, they were required to
propose their prices in the Request
for Proposal in the next stage, asis
the norm. If price is discovered at
the qualifications stage, itmars the
integrity of the tender evaluation
process, sources said. The tender
had attracted only six bidders, in-
cluding BHEL and Medha. CRRC
was the only foreign entity in
the race.

Yadav also said this affects the
timeline of the project by about
three months but Railways would
be meeting the schedule by divid-
ing the production among three
ofits factories and by “compress-
ing” the timeline. The trainsets are
expected to start rolling out in
2022, said Railways. The next ten-
der will also be called by Integral
Coach Factory, Chennai, he said.

2 brothers among three killed
in clash over land dispute in UP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 23

THREE PEOPLE, two of them
brothers, were killed and seven
were injured in a clash over a
land dispute in Jaunpur district’s
Firozpur village on Sunday.

The deceased were identified
as brothers as Ram Chandar (65)
and Bajnath (62), who were in-
volved in the dispute for over a
decade, and their distant relative
Ram Khilawan (62).

Perumbavoor, where [ did my de-
gree course, the teachersand man-
agement helped to meet the finan-
cialneeds.Inmy firstyear,ateacher,
Lisy Kurian, bore the entire fee and
also gave pocket money as well,”
shesaid.

On Saturday, CM Pinarayi
Vijayan tweeted: “Spoke to Payal
Kumari. She is the topper of this
year's BA Archeology & History ex-
amsof MG university. What makes
her success special is the fact her
parents are guest workers. Thisis a
matter of pride for our State.
Congratulations Payal.”

Her elder brother Akash, 23, is
nowworkingwitha private firmas
an accountant after completing
BCom. Sister Pallavi, 19,is pursuing

her graduation.
e N

According to the police,Ram
Chandar had moved court,
which recently passed an order
in his favour. A team of police
and revenue officials then visited
the village and handed over the
possession of the land to Ram
Chandar, said Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Jaunpur) Dr Sanjay Kumar.

On Sunday, the 65-year-old
started construction work on the
land. On coming to know about
it, Ram Khilawan and his associ-
ates arrived at the spot, even as

Ram Chandar’s supporters also
gathered there.

Aclash occurred after heated
arguments, with both sides pelt-
ing stones and assaulting each
other. The police went to the spot
after receiving news of the vio-
lence, and used mild force to
bring the situation under con-
trol. Sixteen people from both
sides were detained for ques-
tioning. The injured are under-
going treatment at the district
hospital. Their condition is sta-
ble, according to doctors.

Payal Kumari (second from left) with her family. Express

New Delhi

speak to our family members but
they said it would require the
court’s permission,” said Yusuf,
whois on his first visit to India.

Most of the people in the gro-
up cannot speak English and faced
difficulty in communication.

He said they faced difficulties
inthe congested jail in Parnerand
due to lack of space and also
ended up spending the month of
Ramzan and Eid in jail. Yusuf
added that the families of some of
them tried to contact the con-
sulates of their countries, but did
not get any information.

Now, the group hopes they
can return home soon. The state
government can file anappeal be-
fore the Supreme Court against
the quashing of FIRs.

Lawyers Mazhar Jahagirder
and Zafar Pathan, representing the
foreign nationals, said many oth-
ers belonging to Tablighi Jamaat,
had chosento plead guilty and pay
a fine to be able to return home
sooner than wait for years for
completion of the trials.

These men, however, chose to
file a plea before the high court,
seeking quashing of FIRs filed
against them, they said. “We will
now file a plea before the trial
court forreturn of their passports.
It will take some time to complete
the procedures,”Pathan said.

MEERUT

Pirated NCERT
books seized:
Police search
for local BJP
leader, nephew
AMIT SHARMA &

AMILBHATNAGAR
MEERUT, NOIDA, AUGUST 23

ADAY after pirated NCERT books
worth Rs 60 crore were recov-
ered from a godown in Meerut,
the Special Task Force (STF)
seized pirated NCERT books
worth Rs 10 lakh from Amroha
on Sunday.

Following the raid in Meerut,
police had arrested four persons
and booked local BJP leader
Sanjeev Gupta and his nephew
Sachin as the main accused.
Police are yet to arrest them.

“After the raid in Meerut, we
found evidence of another such
printing press in Amroha. Araid
was carried out in Gajraula area
and the duplicate books were
seized. Prima facie, it appears
that the same accused were
managing this press as well but
it remains part of the investiga-
tion. There is a possibility that
more such fake operations were
being carried outin west UPand
similar raids will be made as per
the gathered evidence,” said SP
(STF) Kuldeep Narain.

According to Meerut police,
there are only four printing press
in UP that have been authorised
by the NCERT to publish books.

“There is no authorised print-
ing press for publishing NCERT
books in Meerut, but this illegal
business of publishing and sale
of books on this scale was con-
tinuing for over five years,” said
Senior Superintendent of Police
(Meerut) Ajay Sahni.

Gupta, who has been re-
moved from the post of the vice-
president of BJP’s Meerut unit
and suspended from the party,
has said that he has become “a
victim of BJP’s inner politics”.

“I will come out with valid
documents authorised by the
NCERT to publish these books. [
have fallen victim to party's in-
ner politics,” said Gupta over the
phone before going into hiding.

Meanwshile, the BJP district
unit said Gupta has been sus-
pended as the party “believes in
zero tolerance on corruption
and crime”.

“No anomalies on crime and
corruption are tolerated by the
party leadership which is why
we have suspended Sanjeev
Gupta. Nobody has got the right
to denigrate the party's image
and fill his or her own coffers
with illegal means,” said BJP
Meerut unit chief Sanjeev
Singhal.
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WORDLY WISE
THE POINT OF A POLITICAL PARTY IS TO ATTRACT
A BROAD BASE OF MEMBERS AND ACTIVISTS
AND LOTS OF THEM. — JAMES CLEVERLY
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

LETTER AND SPIRIT

Congress high command could make this moment more about
itself, less about the party. Or it could listen to the voices within

HE LETTER SENT to the Congress chief, Sonia Gandhi, by 23 senior leaders,
including former chief ministers, sitting MPs, the Leader of Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha, former Union ministers and CWC members, ahead of a
crucial working committee meeting, is unprecedented. This is the first
time that so many leaders have put down their grievances against the high
command on record and called for sweeping changes in the way the party is led and how
it functions. Inrecent times, the disquiet within the party over its rout in successive elec-
tions at the Centre and failure to form or maintain governments in states, or to prevent
young and ambitious leaders from leaving the party, has been an undercurrent. Anyone
asking the leadership to reflect on the party’s disarray and decline has been painted as dis-
gruntled. The simmering unease within the party has been attributed to a predictable
generational divide. But the signatories to the letter, as this newspaper has reported, in-
clude representatives of different generations in the Congress, as well as those who have
been in the party for long and held important posts in the organisation apart from min-
isterial office. This time, the voices are far too diverse and too many to be ignored.

The letter brings the crisis to the fore and also offers the Congress high command an
opportunity — one that it would fritter away or lose if it were to respond by making this
moment more about itself, less about the party. Though worded carefully, the letter has
specific suggestions for recasting the organisation. It has called for an elected Congress
Working Committee and a full-time leadership, engaged and available at the AICCand PCC.
Inarejection of the high command culture and the practice of nomination to leadership
positions, it speaks of an “institutional leadership mechanism” to “collectively” guide the
party. Whether the Congress brass listens to these voices and how it responds to them will
decide the party’s future course. What is clear is that it can no longer go back to Congress-
as-usual, with the current ad-hoc arrangement that has proved unable to stanch the
party’s drift or halt its decline. The party could seize the moment and revert to an older
organisational form, when elections to the PCC, AICC and even the post of Congress pres-
ident were the norm. It needs to promote a leadership that is ambitious for responsibil-
ity and ready to be held accountable for performance.

Itis for the Congress to decide how to runits affairs. But its crisis within has a bearing
on the health of the wider polity. The Congress continues to be India’s premier opposi-
tion party — itis the only party besides the ruling BJP with a footprint across the country.
The Opposition space shrinks when the Congress declines. In a time of large parliamen-
tary majorities, the importance of that space, the need for its vitality, has increased. The
question is whether or not the Congress is willing to step up to its role.

A DEEPENING ALLIANCE

Delhi needs to confront reality of shared interests of Beijing
and Islamabad, and address its consequences

HERE WERE NO dramatic announcements from the meeting between the

Pakistan Foreign Minister, Shah Mahmood Qureshi and his Chinese coun-

terpart, Wang Yi, late last week in the Chinese island province of Hainan.

It was about the further consolidation of the all-weather partnership be-

tween [slamabad and Beijing across a broadening range of issues —from
economic and commercial to the political and security. What makes this round of Sino-
Pak strategic dialogue significant is the rapid deterioration of India-China ties amidst the
unresolved military standoff in eastern Ladakh. India has had to cope with the conse-
quences of the China-Pak partnership that can be traced back to the mid 1950s. Yet, Delhi
has continuously underestimated the deepest sources animating it. To make matters
worse, Delhi has always over-determined the prospects for its own partnership with
China and its ability to transcend the Sino-Pak alliance.

For Delhi, the immediate concern is about intensive Sino-Pak political coordination on
Kashmir. China has lent strong support to Islamabad’s efforts to mobilise international
condemnation of Delhi’s constitutional changes in Kashmir since late last year. The joint
statement issued after the talks between Wang and Qureshi saw China reaffirm its criti-
cismof India’s “unilateral actions” in Kashmir. As part of the commitment on both sides to
support the “core interests” of the other, Pakistan expressed support for China’s repres-
sion of the majority Muslim community in Beijing’s far western province of Xinjiang. The
point here is not about Pakistan’s double standards in raising human rights concerns about
Kashmir and supporting China in Xinjiang. Hypocrisy is very much part of international
relations. The real story is about the deep foundations of the Sino-Pak alliance that tran-
scend religion and are tied to shared interests of the two nations in containing India.

India, however, has been reluctant to confront this central reality — which continues
to express itself in multiple ways. These range from the construction of the Karakoram
Highway through Kashmir in the 1970s to the expansive China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
of the present and from Beijing’s nuclear and missile assistance to Pakistan in the 1980s to
the integration of Pakistani naval forces and bases into China’s ambitious Indian Ocean
strategy. Even as it fends off their coordinated attempt to put India in the international
dock on Kashmir, Delhi must prepare for a full range of other contingencies — from Sino-
Pakjoint support to insurgent groups in India’s Northeast to probing India’s other internal,
regional and international vulnerabilities. Recognising the challenge of the Sino-Pak al-
liance is necessarily the first step in any Indian strategy to cope with it in the days ahead.
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If GST and IBC could be rehabilitated, it would help
the economy. And also be a fitting tribute to Jaitley

¢ Arun Jaitley

ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN

IT ISHARD to believe that a year has passed
since Arun Jaitley’s death. On that sad occa-
sion, [ wrote: “We consequently mourn for
him deeply. But we also mourn for ourselves,
conscious that his sharp mind, sober head,
and restraining hand will forever be unavail-
able as India navigates its uncertain eco-
nomic and political future.”

Ayear later, the future now seems even
more uncertain; the economic and political
challenges have proved joltingly more severe
than anticipated; India has faced more chal-
lenges than anyone imagined to its health, in-
stitutions, federal relations, and national se-
curity; and, as aresult, we have missed Jaitley’s
presence even more than we feared.

He was one of the vanishing species of
politicians who are centrists by tempera-
ment and disposition as much as ideology;
and who, for that reason, could practise the
fading art of politics as the banging of heads
and forging of compromise without deploy-
ing sordid means.

Consider the best aspects Jaitley's legacy
which, of course, was not without blemishes
of omission and commission. Among the
achievements of the current government, he
played a particularly important role in two
critical reforms. He shepherded the Indian
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) through Parliament,
opening up the prospect that India would fi-
nally address the long-standing problem of
what I called “capitalism without exit.”

Second, his strenuous efforts to secure bi-
partisan support smoothed the way for the
passage of the Goods and Services Tax (GST).
And his leadership ensured that the GST
Council, like its Yashwant Sinha-created pred-
ecessor — the Empowered Committee of
State Finance Ministers — functioned in a
democratic, consensual spirit.

The best illustration of his role was in 2017
when CPM-runKeralastood firm but isolated
on theissue of gambling taxation. Kerala's per-
sonable and well-intentioned Finance Mini-
ster, Thomas Isaac, said he had no choice but
toleave the negotiating room, at which point,
inatruly Bollywood moment, Jaitley pleaded
for him to stay. The strategy worked: Isaac
stayed, and Jaitley was able to forge acompro-
mise that met Kerala’s needs, while preserv-
ing unity within the Council. If the GST was a
tribute to India’s cooperative federalism,
Jaitley was its agent and embodiment.

However, as Jaitley’s health and influence
declined, the reforms that he spearheaded be-
ganto falter. Today, the GST Council is riven by
a trust-deficit, the GST is on the verge of be-
coming discredited, while the IBC has been
consigned to some netherland of zombie-
dom. Even so, the decline is not terminal and

This is counterfactual
speculation but had Jaitley
been alive, he may have been
able to preserve enough trust
to persuade the states to
accept a lower compensation
this year, in view of the
parlous state of revenues all
around. But now states will
not engage in that
discussion, fearing that
compensation might be
diluted even beyond the
crisis. If this stalemate
continues, each revenue-
starved state could start to
impose its own GST rates,
beginning as a trickle and
soon leading to the flood
that results in many taxes
and several balkanised
markets, undermining the
dream of one economic
India. At that point the GST
would be dead. Such an
outcome is too horrible to
contemplate; it must be
avoided at all costs.

the GST and IBC can yet be resuscitated.

For the GST, the immediate priority is to
rescue the compensation discussions, which
have become trapped in obscure legalities.
This is a distraction because the spirit of the
compensation commitment was clear: The
Centre guaranteed states annual revenue in-
creases of 14 per cent. It is up to the Centre to
will the means, and resist recourse to legal leg-
erdemain toavoid or delay compensation. The
integrity of reforms like the GST is tested in
difficult times such as now. And to pass the
test, the Centre will have to incur costs.

This is counterfactual speculation but had
Jaitley been alive, he may have been able to
preserve enough trust to persuade the states
to accept a lower compensation this year, in
view of the parlous state of revenues all arou-
nd. But now states will not engage in thatdiscu-
ssion, fearing that compensation might be dil-
uted even beyond the crisis. If this stalemate
continues, each revenue-starved state could
start toimpose its own GST rates, beginning as
atrickle and soonleading to the flood that resu-
Its in many taxes and several balkanised mar-
kets, undermining the dream of one economic
India. At that point the GST would be dead.

Such an outcome is too horrible to con-
template; it must be avoided at all costs. The
government needs to restore trust between
the Centre and states by unconditionally and
expeditiously making good on its compensa-
tion commitment to the states, as it has been
trying to do recently.

The other major GST reform would be to
simplify the rate structure along the lines had
originally proposed: Three rates with no
cesses. The system has paid the price of prolif-
erating rates and cesses and arbitrary and ir-
responsible rate cuts in 2018-19. If that per-
sists, the GST will be consumed by its own
complexity.(One defence of the GST: Faulting
it for poor revenue performance is unfair be-
cause revenues have suffered from very weak
economic growth and those rate cuts.)

On the IBC, a short history is both instruc-
tive and could help us move forward. In2014-
15, when the challenges of the financial sys-
tem became evident, I proposed that the
government create a Bad Bank that could (a)
remove bad loans from the banks, thereby
quickly restoring them to health; and (b) re-
solve bankrupt firms by auctioning them to
the highest bidder.

The government rejected that approach
— my dream boss Jaitley over-ruled my sug-
gestion — for three reasons. First, at that time
the RBI was reluctant to acknowledge the
severity of the Twin Balance Sheet problem
and until late-2015, continued with the ex-
tend-and-pretend strategy. Second, the

broader economy seemed to be doing well or
so the official GDP numbers (mis)led us into
believing, sucking out the oxygen of policy
urgency. Third, the government was acutely
sensitive to the suit-boot-sarkar critique and
did not want to be seen as allowing promot-
ers to buy back their firms at a discount,
should they win in the auction.

As aresult, the executive decided to pass
the buck for bad debt resolution to a judici-
ary-based process, by enacting the IBC. The
RBI under Urjit Patel then took on the com-
mendable task of implementing it, ensuring
that delinquent debtors were actually sent to
the bankruptcy courtsina rules-based, timely
manner via the famous February 12 circular.

But several problems materialised. In par-
ticular, the mahaul of “stigmatised capital-
ism” led the government to disallow default-
ing promoters from the auctions. Promoters
responded initially by delaying proceedings
for years through judicial appeals. Then in
2019 they convinced the Supreme Court, with
the government’s acquiescence or support,
to scupper the February circular, on the pro-
cedural grounds that the RBI had over-
reached its mandate.

Once the pandemic is behind us, the gov-
ernmentwill consequently need to chartanew
way forward. One option, which Josh Felman
and I have proposed, would be to adopt a broad
resolution strategy, employing both judicial
and executive processes. On the judicial side,
the government should take advantage of its
improved political strength to revamp the IBC,
allowing promoters (except wilful defaulters)
tobe partof the resolution process. Thatwould
make the IBCless vulnerable to their stymieing
efforts, expedite resolution, and also help max-
imise value from assets.

Onthe executive side, the government co-
uld recognise that the power and real estate
sectors are sui generis,and cannot be handled
through the IBC. Instead, bad banks should be
established toresolve these debts.In other wo-
rds, the debate of IBC versus bad banks should
be set aside: They should now be seen as com-
plements, not substitutes as they were earlier.

If the GST and IBC could be rehabilitated
along these lines, this would go some way in
getting the economy back toa path of gradual
recovery in the post-pandemic period. It
would alsobe afitting tribute to Jaitley,a small
consolation as (a paraphrased version of)
Simon and Garfunkel’s plaintive plea playsin
our ears: “Where have you gone Arun Jaitley,
Our nation turns its lonely eyes to you.”

The wrriter is professor, Ashoka University,
and former chief economic adviser,
Government of India
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Mental and physical well-being of elderly requires special focus during pandemic

MALA KAPUR SHANKARDASS AND ANUPRIYO MALLICK

ACCORDING TO DATA of the Centre for
Disease Control in the US, nearly 25 per cent of
allthose who have died of COVID-19 are more
than 55 years old. However, it is not just the
direct effects of the virus that increases mor-
tality and morbidity among the elderly.
Measures like social distancing, self-isolation
and travel restrictions have a disproportion-
ate effect on their lives, especially in matters
relating to healthcare access.

Asking the elderly to self-isolate is one of
the most effective COVID-19 prevention
strategies. But strong intergenerational ties
and issues related to living arrangements can
make physical distancing difficult for older
persons. About 88 per cent of elderly people
in India live with their children. So their risk
of contracting the infection from family
members remains high. Living with the ex-
tended family may allow the elderly to access
healthcare services, but a growing body of
scholarship shows that it leaves them vulner-
able to abuse and mistreatment. On the other
hand, for the 17 million who don't live with
their extended family, or have made arrange-

The precarious nature of
economic work of older
persons and inadequate
salaries mean that more than
80 per cent of such people in
the workforce are either
partially or fully dependent
on others, who are anyway
facing difficult

circumstances.

ments to live separately due to COVID-19, life
is lonely. They have difficulty in accessing
food, water and basic services.

Technology and internet connectivity play
animportantrole in navigating social distanc-
ing restrictions and maintaining access to es-
sential care, services, and important informa-
tion. In India, only 7 per cent of older people
have smartphones. The literacy rate among
this segment is also low, further limiting ac-
cess to technology and important information.

Reports have indicated that the lack of ac-
cess to healthcare services could aggravate
physical disabilities, hinder the effective man-
agement of communicable diseases and lead
to mental ill-health problems amongst the
elderly. Outpatient treatment of nearly all ma-
jor non-communicable diseases has been se-
verely affected due to COVID-related restric-
tions. Older people seem to be missing out on
treatment for illnesses. Medical check-ups
have become infrequent. All this is likely to
show up in the mortality and morbidity rates
among the elderly.

The precarious nature of economic work of

older persons and inadequate salaries means
that more than 80 per cent of such people in
the workforce are either partially or fully de-
pendenton others, who are anyway facing dif-
ficult circumstances. Inits first relief package,
the government announced a one-off pay-
ment of Rs 1,000 and an increase in the pen-
sion for 30 million widows and senior citizens.
But this will reach only to about 20 per cent of
the older people. There was no support for
senior citizens in the second relief package.

Healthcare schemes like the Ayushman
Bharat Yojana should have special provisions
for the elderly. Tele-health and mobile home-
based health care check-ups should be con-
ducted for them. Direct subsidies to pension-
ers, especially in healthcare matters, canalso
help them tide over these difficult times.
Such measures are essential to the right of a
dignified life.

Shankardass is Associate Professor, Maitreyi
College, Delhi University and Mallick is with
the Eastern Institute for Integrated Learning

in Management. Views are personal
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OpTIMISM ON ASSAM
THERE IS A chance that the deadlock in
Assam will be broken soon. Manipur Chief
Minister Dorendra Singh met the Union
Home Minister Zail Singh and told him that
he had a clear picture of the situation after a
meeting with the agitators in the state.
Congress General Secretary Shyam Sundar
Mohapatra who was also present at the
meeting said that there should be no sense of
despondency. There will be fresh talks on
Assam, and they will be successful.

AASU PROTESTS
THE ALLASSAM Students Union strongly con-
demned the arrest of some of its leaders and

said that this was against the Centre’s assur-
ance that all repressive measures against the
leaders associated with the movement on the
foreign nationals’ issue will be stopped. The
carrot and stick policy of the state smacked of
the state administration’s double dealing on
the issue and would only vitiate the atmos-
phere for meaningful talks on the matter.

MAGAZINE SEIZED

THE POLICE RAIDED the office of the Kisan
trust and an East Delhi Press and seized 400
copies of Asli Bharat, a Hindi weekly pub-
lished by the trust. Madhu Limaye, Lok Dal
General Secretary, said that the police en-
tered the premises of the trust without any

New Delhi

search warrant and seized copies of the mag-
azine. This attack on the freedom of press
was totally unjustified he said and alleged
that the government was using such inci-
dents to wash off its responsibility for the
Moradabad violence.

Copr TURNS SADHU

B N SWAMI, FORMER chief of the Central
Bureau of Investigation, has turned into a
sadhu under the name of Swami
Vishwanand. In Ujjain to attend the Kumbha
Mela Swami, said he had taken the step to
bring about emotional integration in the
country. He currently lives with his Guru,
Gita Ramdas, in Delhi.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Be it New Delhi’s excesses in besieged India-held Kashmir, or the matter of
asserting Pakistan’s role in Afghanistan, or, of course, the CPEC project, it has
always been in the common interest of Beijing and Islamabad to cooperate with

each other.”

—DAWN

CR Sasikumar

The builder of common ground

If our quest to create one market in India is achieving success, if cooperative federalism can be seen in
action in the GST Council, it owes in large part to the contribution of Arun Jaitley

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN

THIS DAY LAST year, former Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley, who heralded the Goods and
Services Tax, passed away. The introduction
of GSTis amajor reform that the Indian econ-
omy had waited for over a decade. From mid-
night, July 1, 2017, the unimaginable hap-
pened — all of India became one market,
interstate barriers disappeared, multiple
taxes were subsumed to become one, double
taxation was eliminated, the cascading ef-
fect of taxes got mitigated. Recounting the
benefits that this single tax has given us is
the best tribute we can pay Jaitley today.

Prior to this date, when the GST was be-
ing evolved, the contributions made by the
Empowered Committee of State Finance
Ministers and its chairmen — Asim
Dasgupta, Sushil Modi, Abdul Rahim Rather,
KM Mani and Amit Mitra — are well recog-
nised. With his affable nature, Jaitley built
on the mutual trust, so required in the crit-
ical years, when the decades-long efforts
were reaching a crescendo.

What did the GST do?

GST subsumed 17 different taxes and 13
cesses. It ensured that there were no more
queues of trucks and no more state barriers.

In the pre-GST era, the total of VAT, ex-
cise, CST and their cascading effect led to
31 per cent as tax payable, on an average,
for a consumer. An example is of the enter-
tainment tax — it was being levied at 35 per
cent in some states while it was 110 per
cent in others. High tax rates were the
norm and placed a heavy burden on the
consumer. In its first two years, as the col-
lections improved, the GST Council, in each
of its meetings, kept reducing the tax bur-
den on consumers.

Even at introduction, items which were
inthe 31 per cent or more tax slab in the pre-
GST era were brought down to the 28 per
cent tax rate. This rate slab has been further
pruned drastically. Most items have been
brought in the 18 per cent, 12 per cent or even
5 per cent category. Cinema tickets, shown
earlier as an example of high tax ranging
from 35 per cent-110 per cent, are now at 12
per cent or 18 per cent only. Most items of
daily common use are in the zero to 5 per
cent slab. Restaurants and construction serv-
ices are at the 5 per cent slab now.
Construction of residential complexesis at5
per cent and affordable housing is at 1 per
cent. In short, today, we have 480 items in
the nil or 5 per cent tax rate, 221 items are at
12 per cent and 607 items in the 18 per cent
rate. Only 29 items are in the 28 per cent tax
rate. The loss of revenue, due collectively to
the reduction in rates, has been more than
Rs one lakh crore annually.

An analysis by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) observes that since the roll out of GST,
the rate changes have brought down the GST
incidence from 14 per cent to 11.6 per cent.

Several other concessions were brought
in. Taxation threshold for goods was in-
creased to Rs 40 lakh. The composition limit
wasincreased fromRs 75 lakh toRs 1.5 crore.

For manufacturers, composition tax rate was
lowered from 2 per cent to 1 per cent. The
composition scheme was extended to serv-
ices as well. Special lower rates without Input
Tax Credit (ITC) were prescribed for construc-
tion and restaurants. Again, as per an RBI cal-
culation, the weighted GST rate at present is
11.6 per cent. The revenue neutral rate deter-
mined at the time of GST introduction by its
own committee was 15.3 per cent. This ex-
plains the revenue loss stated above. The
consumer pays less tax now under the GST.

The tax base has widened in the last
three years. Today, there are 1.2 crore GST
assessees compared to 65 lakh at the time
of introduction of the tax regime. The aver-
age revenue collected per month for the
nine months (July-March) in 2017-18 was
Rs 89,700 crore. In the next year 2018-19,
this per month average revenue collection
rose by 10 per cent to Rs 97,100 crore. In FY
2019-20, the revenue per month was Rs
1,02,000 crore. This steady increase was de-
spite the various concessions and rate re-
ductions mentioned above.

In some cases, rate reductions have re-
sulted in unintended consequences, such as
inversion. Manufactured goods in lower slabs
have suffered due to inversion in the duty
structure. This has led to a situation where
imports are getting incentivised. The com-
petitiveness of domestic industry, particu-
larly MSMEs, is being challenged. Items such
as footwear, fabrics, readymade garments,
bicycles, ink, pharma, medical equipment
and many others suffer because of inversion
in rates. “Job works”, as a category which
brings in value addition and employs more
people, also suffers from the inversion of tax
rates. The total estimated refunds due to the
inverted duty structure are at around Rs
20,000 crore a year.

Compliances & simplification

Small units are kept out of GST. Businesses
up to an annual turnover of Rs 40 lakh are
GST exempt. This was at Rs 20 lakh at intro-
duction. Manufacturing units with a
turnover up to Rs 1.5 crore can avail of the
composition scheme and pay just 1 per cent
tax. The earlier limit for manufacturing units
was Rs 75 lakh with a 2 per cent tax rate.
Service providers can also avail the compo-
sition and pay a flat 6 per cent tax.

GST is an IT-enabled platform.
Accounting and billing software is provided
free to the small taxpayers. Those with nil re-
turn to file can do so with an SMS. Since the
registration is completely online, the refund
process is also fully automated. The Centre
is the only refund disbursal authority and no
physical interface is required.

GST and agriculture

Substantial concessions are extended to the
agriculture sector under GST. Agricultural
inputs such as fertilisers, machinery have
seen a considerable reduction inrates. Other
inputs such as cattle/poultry/aquatic feeds
are kept at the nil rate. Agricultural produce
such as vegetables, fruits, flowers and food-
grains are exempt from GST. Dairy products
—milk, curd, lassi, buttermilk — are also ex-
empt. Minor forest produce such as lac, shel-
lac and sisal leaves are also exempt. Silk co-
coon, raw silk, wool, jute fibre are nil rated.
In the pre-GST era, many of these were in
the 5 per cent slab.

Service inputs to agriculture are similarly
treated. Farm labour, renting and leasing of
agricultural machinery, fumigation, pre-con-
ditioning, ripening, waxing, retail packing
and labelling are exempt from GST. Storage

The tax base has widened in
the last three years. Today,
there are 1.2 crore GST
assessees compared to 65
lakh at the time of
introduction of the tax
regime. The average revenue
collected per month for

the nine months (July-
March) in 2017-18 was Rs
89,700 crore. In the

next year 2018-19, this per
month average revenue
collection rose by 10

per cent to Rs 97,100 crore.
In FY 2019-20, the revenue
per month was

Rs1,02,000 crore.

In the Council meeting held
on January 3-4, 2017, Jaitley
as the chairperson ‘assured
that compensation to States
shall be paid for 5 years in
full within the stipulated
period of 5 years and, in case
the amount in the GST
Compensation Fund fell
short of the compensation
payable in any bimonthly
period, the GST Council
shall decide the mode of
raising additional resources
including borrowing from
the market which could be
repaid by collection of cess in
the sixth year or further
subsequent years.’

and warehousing of agricultural produce are
also exempt. Before the introduction of GST,
many such items were taxed at a standard
rate of 15 per cent.

GST and MSME

Micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) have consistently received sensi-
tive treatment under the GST regime. More
than 35 items, which fell in the 28 per cent
slabwhen the tax regime was rolled out, are
now in the18 per cent slab. The slab for seven
items has been brought down from 28 per
cent to 12 per cent while that of six others
has come down to 5 per cent from 28 per
cent. Items that have large employment cre-
ating activities, rough diamond/precious
stone sorting and polishing for example,
have seen a GST reduction from 3 per cent
to 0.25 per cent. Services rendered by
MSMESs have also received such sensitive
treatment. Restaurants, amusement parks,
catering services, online educational jour-
nals and periodicals have seen varying lev-
els of reduction.

The GST Council

Jaitley had described the Council as “the
first experiment with the federal institu-
tion”. He rightly had felt that “it is a body
that has behaved with utmost responsibil-
ity.” The Council has had 40 meetings till
date and the 41st is slated to be held on
August 27. The compensation cess collec-
tion was slowing in FY 2019-20 and there
were delays in payments to the states. Also,
with COVID-19 lockdowns and consequen-
tial deferrals in tax payments, compensa-
tion payments to the states is a concern that
the Council has taken cognisance of.
Compensation cess is levied only on luxury
or sin goods — tobacco products, coal, aer-
ated water and automobiles.

The 41st meet of the GST Council will
have a single agenda — compensation pay-
ments to the states. In the Council meeting
held on January 3-4, 2017, Jaitley as the chair-
person “assured that compensation to states
shall be paid for 5 years in full within the stip-
ulated period of 5 years and, in case the
amount in the GST Compensation Fund fell
short of the compensation payable in any bi-
monthly period, the GST Council shall decide
the mode of raising additional resources in-
cluding borrowing from the market which
could be repaid by collection of cess in the
sixth year, or subsequent years.”

In the Council’s seventh meeting, held
on September 22-23, 2016, responding to
the then Finance Minister of Haryana,
Chairman Jaitley “...observed that the
Council would now decide upon compen-
sation and the States had also been empow-
ered in the Council.”

In our quest to create one market in
India, the Centre and the states have collec-
tively pooled their fiscal rights in a healthy
federal body — the Council. There are chal-
lenges — revenue generation and robust
technological support are the two obvious
immediate concerns. The coronavirus has
not deterred the assessee. The states have
shown maturity and understanding. The
spirit of collective responsibility and states-
man-like thinking have kept mutual trust
and confidence high. The much talked about
cooperative federalism is actually in action
in the GST Council. The late former Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley shall always be re-
membered for his contribution in making
India a single market.

The writer is Union Finance Minister

Breach of

procedure

Why Supreme Court should act, suo motu,
to stop miscarriage of justice in
Prashant Bhushan case

day while on the other, it dismisses sum-
marily his application for copy of admin-
istrative order to take suo motu cogni-
sance citing archaic O13R7 of its rules as
also the application for impleadment filed
by eminent citizens stating, “There ap-
pears no reasonable cause to receive the

DUSHYANT DAVE

instant application for registration”. This
has never been done and cannot be done
as per the law.

CONTEMPT LAW IS strictly procedural
and its procedures must be complied
with. However, they appear to have been
followed in breach in Prashant Bhushan.
Where contempt is committed in the face
of the Supreme Court (SC) or a high court
(inits presence or hearing), the Court ini-
tiates proceedings forthwith. In PN Duda
v. PShiv Shanker, the SC held that “...cog-
nisance for criminal contempt could be
taken by the court by three methods
namely, on its own motion, or on the mo-
tion of the Attorney-General or the
Solicitor-General or on motion by any
other person with the consent of the
Attorney-General or the Solicitor-
General.”

The contempt proceedings against
Bhushan for his tweets reflect an extraor-
dinary assumption of jurisdiction by the
SC, where none existed. On July 9, 2020, a
petition was filed by Mahek Maheshwari,
advocate, for contempt based on the
tweet against the CJI, with an application
for exemption from producing consent of
the Attorney General (AG) or the Solicitor
General (SG), sitting on a motorbike. The
matter was listed on July 22 before the
Bench presided over by Justices Arun
Mishra, B R Gavai and Krishna Murari,
which passed an order, inter-alia, stating,
“this petition was placed before us on the
administrative side whether it should be
listed for hearing or not as permission of
the Attorney General for India has not
been obtained by the petitioner to file this
petition. After examining the matter on
the administrative side, we have directed
the matter to be listed before the Court to
pass appropriate orders. We have gone
through the petition... We take suo motu
cognisance of the aforesaid tweet also
apart from the tweet quoted above and
suo motu register the proceedings... We
issue notice to the Attorney General for
India and to Mr. Prashant Bhushan,
Advocate also.”

The order thus acknowledges that:
Maheshwari’s petition was the basis of the
proceedings; the petition was defective
absent the consent of the AG; yet, it was
placed on administrative side and deci-
sion was taken to place it before the Court
for orders; the decision on administrative
side was taken by the same three learned
judges; yet, suo motu cognisance was
taken; and, notice was undoubtedly is-
sued to the AG. The whole exercise to as-
sume jurisdiction was unauthorised, ille-
gal and without jurisdiction.

It is surprising that a tweet made on
June 29 goes unnoticed till July 22 to be
suddenly taken up as suo motu contempt.
There is more than what meets the eye.

The SChas committed a grave error on
its administrative side in doing what it did.
On the one hand, it allows a defective pe-
tition of Maheshwari to see the light of the

The illegality does not stop here be-
cause despite having issued notice to the
AG, the SC singularly failed to hear him
and take his assistance throughout the
hearing on August 5, before deciding by
its judgment dated August 14, 2020, that
Bhushan stands convicted of contempt of
Court. The notice issued to the AG was not
a formality. Rule 10 of the Rules to
Regulate Proceedings of Contempt of
Supreme court, 1975 expressly provide:
“The Court may direct the Attorney-
General or Solicitor-General to appear and
assist the court.”

During the hearing on August 5,1 had
requested the Court to hear the AG first
since under the Advocates Act, 1961, he
has aright to prior audience, to which the
Court said that [ should argue first. After
hearing at length, during which the AG
was throughout participating, the Court
ordered that the judgment is being re-
served. I pointed out that the AG has been
issued notice and he must be heard. This
was ignored. Yet again the SCamended its
order dated August 20 the next day to re-
flect the appearance of the AG. The judg-
ment on conviction deserves to be set
aside on the ground of not just the viola-
tion of rules but also on account of the
gross impropriety in the conduct of pro-
ceedings and in failing to get the required
assistance of the AG.

Theillegality goes further. The second
tweet on which Bhushan has been con-
victed was not and could not have been
the subject matter of any administrative
decision to initiate suo motu contempt
proceedings. Inits July 22 order, the Court
recorded: “Apart from that, another tweet
has been published today in The Times of
India, which was made by Shri Prashant
Bhushan on June 27,2020.”

Now, besides the fact that an old tweet
mysteriously surfaced in The Times of India
that morning, (since the tweet was made
on June 29, 2020), there was no question
of taking that into consideration because
no prior decision on administrative side
was taken to initiate suo motu contempt
on it. It was not a case of contempt in the
face of the Court. This tweet, therefore,
could never have been the basis of initia-
tion of contempt against Bhushan much
less the basis of the judgment of the con-
viction. The SChas acted beyond its pow-
ers and contrary to the rules and the es-
tablished practice.

Conviction of Bhushan is founded on
gross illegalities and serious jurisdictional
errors. One can only hope and trust that
the Supreme Court as an institution, and
the Court comprising of all the judges,
would act suo motu to stop gross miscar-
riage of justice and ensure thata citizenis
not deprived of his liberty by its wrongful
decisions and orders.

The writer is President, Supreme Court Bar
Association. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BHUSHAN'S CASE
THIS REFERS TO the report,
'Judgments judges deliver, their
conduct, determine public esteem,
not a tweet' (IE, August 21).The
majesty of the law is because of its
moral authority, and not dependent
on fear of contempt among the pub-
lic. Punishing Prashant Bhushan
when a large number of contempt
cases are pending against the instru-
mentalities of government presents
a glaring contrast. In the eyes of the
public, the Supreme Court's ratio de-
cidendi that Bhushan's two tweets
have shaken the pillar of Indian
democracy goes against the the
aphorism: “Justice must not
only be done, but must also be seen
to be done.”

LR Murmu, New Delhi

BIHAR POLLS

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'The co-
rona election' (IE, August 21). So far,
the elections in Bihar appear to be
one-sided as the opposition is in dis-
array. However, the role of muscle and
money power could be minimal on
account of the pandemic. The voter
turnout is expected to be low, unless
the Election Commission assures peo-
ple with regard to health and provides
transportation to the polling booths.
The EC also ought to ensure that equal
air time is allotted to all contesting
parties.

Deepak Singhal, Chennai
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THE KHADI WAY

THISREFERSTO the article, Listen to the
weaver' (IE, August 21). With my own ex-
perience after visiting several handloom
expos and state government emporia,
which are the primary sellers of hand-
looms from the states in Delhi, [ can con-
clude that the reasons for their low sales
are less awareness among people and
thatbeing too expensive, they cater only
to the rare rich people. So, to compete
with the power loom-produced cheap
cloth, selling at the highest level is not
possible at the highest price. Just like
khadi has turned tobe abrand in the last
few years, handloom can do great won-
ders if government support is provided
in the right direction.

Dimpy Bhatia, Delhi

New Delhi
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BIHAR

7 engineering
colleges may
lose 205
contractual
teachers

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, AUGUST 23

MORETHAN 200 teachers posted
inBihar under the Central govern-
ment's Technical Educational
Quality Improvement
Programme (TEQIP) face an un-
certain future as there is no word
from the Centre or the Bihar gov-
ernment about regularising their
jobs even as the programme's
tenure is scheduled to end on
September 30.

The latest iteration of TEQIP —
ajoint project of the HRD Ministry
and the World Bank — wasimple-
mented in Bihar in 2017 with an
aim toimprove the quality of tech-
nical education across the state.
According to a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) the Bihar
government had signed with the
Centreatthe time, the teachers re-
cruited forengineering collegesin
Bihar would be absorbed by the
state after TEQIP's tenure ends.

In Bihar, 205 assistant profes-
sors were recruited and posted at
seven engineering colleges under
the scheme — Motihari College of
Engineering, Muzaffarpur
Institute of Technology, Bhagalpur
College of Engineering,
Darbhanga College of
Engineering, Gaya College of
Engineering, Nalanda College of
Engineering and LNJP Institute of
Technology, Chhapra — overall,
catering to about 5,000 students.

Ateacher from Motihari engi-
neering college, said, “Bihar's rank
is the lowest in terms of technical
education and it needs TEQIP to
maintain a 1:15 teacher-to-stu-
dentratio, as well as the quality of
education... Without TEQIP teach-
ers, these seven colleges would be
left with 142 teachers.”

Brijesh Mehrotra, additional
chief secretary in the state's sci-
ence and technology department,
told The Indian Express: “We have
requested the Centre foran exten-
sion of the project. Itisan MHRD-
World Bank projectand all teach-
ersare contractual. Itis entirely up
to the Centre to take a call on it.
The programme relates to 17
states — Bihar being one of bene-
ficiary states.”

Asked about the state’s MoU
regarding extending services of
assistant professors, Mehrotra
said: “We will have to see the MoU
clauses. But even for contractual
appointments, there are issues
suchas reservation policy. We are
waiting for the Centre's response.”

I&B Ministry comes
out with guidelines
for resuming shoots

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

UNION INFORMATION and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Sunday announced
detailed standard operating pro-
cedures (SOP) for media produc-
tion as the government allowed
shooting for films, television and
digital arena across the country.

Shooting was banned when
the lockdown was imposed in
March. Maharashtra was the first
state to allow resumption of pro-
duction in May in accordance
with certain guidelines.

Javadekar said “the SOP fol-
lows international norms” and it
“will help give a fillip to the in-
dustry which has been affected
due to coronavirus for close to six
months now and people will
welcome this move by the min-
istry”. He said it is also aimed at
boosting the economy as the
film and television sector pro-
vides employment to a large
number of people

“The general principles be-

Prakash
Javadekar

hind the SOP will help create a
safe working environment for
cast and crew in the industry,”
Javadekar said, adding that the
“SOP ensures adequate distanc-
ing at shoot locations and other
workplaces and contains meas-
ures, including proper sanitisa-
tion, crowd management and
provision for protective equip-
ment”.

Contact minimisation, said
Javadekar, “is at the core of the
SOP”.

“Covid-related stigmatisa-
tion or unruly behaviour shall be
dealt with strictly in coordina-
tion with the local authorities”
under the SOP. The SOP and the
guiding principles have been
prepared in consultation with
the ministries of Home and
Health, the government said.

THES.0.P

M Face masks mandatory
for all, except actors in
front of the camera

M Minimal contact and
sharing of props;
sanitisation before and
after use

M Shots, locations,
production and catering
arrangements to consider
distancing norms

M PPEs for stylists,
makeup artists

M Covid coordinator/
supervisor to keep record
of red/orange/green zones,
travel history, medical
history and health status
of castand crew; tasked to
ensure Arogya Setu
compliance

Gujarat: Nine Covid hospitals
denotified after demand drops

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, AUGUST 23

GUJARAT REPORTED 1,101 new
cases of coronavirus on Sunday,
taking the total cases in the state
to 86,970. Also, 14 deaths were
reported taking the toll to 2,919.
As many as 60,808 tests were
conducted on Sunday. A total of
17,56,133 tests have been con-
ducted in the state so far.
Among the new cases, Surat
reported 248 and Ahmedabad
177.These two districts reported
five deaths each on Sunday.
With bed occupancy at des-
ignated Covid-19 hospitals

SUSHANT SINGH RAJPUT CASE
Uddhav backs police,
never interferes in
issues of law and
order: Sanjay Raut

MANOJ MORE
PUNE, AUGUST 23

SHIV SENA MP Sanjay Raut on
Sunday said Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray never
interferes with police actionin law
and order issues and added that
the Opposition parties are mak-
ing false allegations against state
Cabinet Minister Aaditya
Thackeray in connection with the
Sushant Singh Rajput case.

Asked if the Supreme Court’s
ruling to hand over the case to
the CBlis an embarrassment for
the Maharashtra government,
the Shiv Sena leader told The
Indian Express, “No, I don’t think
so. Too much noise was being
made over the death of a
celebrity... Supreme Court has
nowhere inits order questioned
the honesty of Mumbai police,
which makes it clear Mumbai
police were on the right track.
Some parties wanted to gain
publicity from the issue. The
Bihar government too joined the
issue.”

Raut said the state govern-
ment had confidence in the abil-
ity of Mumbai Police. “Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
never interferes inlaw and order
issues, he backs his police
force... If the government had
handed over the probe to CBI
when Mumbai Police had not
even completed the inquiry, it
would have been an insult to our
police,” he said.

Accusing the BJP of playing
politics over the issue with an
eye on the Bihar polls, he said the

Sanjay
Raut

Opposition is trying to defame
Aaditya by making false allega-
tions. “The Opposition wants to
keep itself alive by targeting the
young leader and trying to finish
off his political career,” he said.

Asked why Aaditya is not
coming forward and clearing the
air, the Rajya Sabha MP said,
“Aaditya Thackeray had issued a
statement in this regard to the
entire media... He will come be-
fore the media at the appropri-
ate time.”

Replying to a question on
whether lack of proper commu-
nication from Mumbai Police
created doubts in the minds of
people, Raut said, “Every TV
channel was behaving like a
court, conducting their own in-
vestigation, declaring some in-
dividuals guilty... Even if
Mumbai police had kept com-
municating, some people would
have drawn their own conclu-
sions and given their own judg-
ment.

Raut also asserted that the
government is is stable. “No mat-
ter what BJP says, the MVA gov-
ernment will complete its full
five-year term. The Opposition
should make suggestions which
will help the government in tak-
ing up public issues rather than
imagining the government’s
fall,” he said.

showing a decline, the
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) de-notified
nine designated Covid-19 hospi-
tals and reduced the number of
beds reserved for Covid patients
in two hospitals on Sunday.

The decision was taken at a
review meeting chaired by addi-
tional chief secretary of forests
and environment, Rajeev Kumar
Gupta. After de-notification,
beds released by AMC will now
be available for treatment of
non-Covid patients.

However, the AMC has re-
tained the rights to again notify
these hospitals for any future
need, if it may arise.

Quiet immersion
of Ganesh idols
in Mumbai

Mumbai: Many Mumbaikars
Sunday bid adieu to Lord
Ganesh by immersingidolsinar-
tificial ponds in absence of access
to the sea in view of the Covid-
19 pandemic.

Many households follow the
tradition of immersing the idols
one-and-a-half day after Ganesh
Chaturthi. It was a quiet send-off
for Lord Ganesh amid curbs.

CM Uddhav Thackeray vis-
ited some areas in the city to take
stock of the immersion plan. He
visited a mobile artificial pit on
a truck and an idol collection
centre in South Mumbai.  PTI

y

FRONTLINE SCREENING

Police personnel at a Covid-19 antibody test camp in Kolkata on Sunday. Partha Paul

DELIVERY MECHANISM

Waiting for vaccine, key players knock
on India’s door for vials and syringes

PRABHA RAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

AS SEVERAL candidates in the
global Covid-19 vaccine race
inch closer to the regulatory ap-
proval stage, India is being
tapped by both domestic and in-
ternational players for the sup-
ply of ampoules, vials and sy-
ringes — products key to the
delivery of the vaccine.

Major players in the indus-
try such as German-Indian
pharma glass and packaging
joint venture Schott Kaisha have
been pre-contracted to supply
millions of vials a month to
Serum Institute of India (SII),
while the Indian arm of German
pharma packaging giant
Gerresheimer has been ap-
proached by Bharat Biotech.

Mumbai-based Borosil Glass
Works has also been asked to
submit samples for Indian and
key foreign vaccine makers to
run quality tests.

Among syringe makers,
Hindustan Syringes and Medical
Devices (HMD) and BD India,
the Indian arm of the New
Jersey-based medical equip-

ment major, are receiving
queries and orders from govern-
ments as well as agencies like
the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) and GAVI, The
Vaccine Alliance.

With companies looking at
packing as many as 10 dosesina
single, preferably tubular
borosilicate glass vial, they are
quick to dismiss concerns of a
potential shortage. At the same
time, firms said they have been
gearing up for a demand spike,
with some working on expand-
ing their production capacity.

India has the capacity to
manufacture “more than” 2 bil-
lion units of these vials, accord-
ing to industry sources.

Mumbai-headquartered
Schott Kaisha has already begun
supplying approximately 5 mil-
lion multi-dose vials to SIl on a
monthly basis specifically for
Covid-19 vaccines. This supply
is above and beyond the vials it
already supplies to the Pune
firm for making vaccines for im-
munisation programmes, said
its director Rishad Dadachanji.

The firm, which has the abil-
ity to supply a little over 1 billion
doses, has received queries from

the US, Europe and Russia and
has sent batches of its vials for
clinical assessment.

“We are supplying vials to a
mix of companies both in India
and abroad and we are also dis-
cussing with some govern-
ments directly to meet their re-
quirements,” Dadachanji told
The Indian Express.

“Our machines are flexible.
So, from most of our lines, we
can produce anything from a
small chromatography vial all
the way up toa 30 or 50-ml vial,”
he said.

Borosil, meanwhile, is look-
ing at expanding its annual ca-
pacity of 250 million vials and
can increase it by a third a year,
said its managing director
Shreevar Kheruka.

“Right now, no one is talking
about numbers. They want to
test the glass and the stability of
the products,” he said, adding
that, in the end, capacities
would be blocked on a first-
come-first serve basis.

Gerresheimer’s India arm is
also currently doubling its ca-
pacity to make multi-dose
borosilicate vials to around 300
million pieces from the current

People proceed to immerse Ganesh idols in Navi Mumbai on Sunday. Amit Chakravarty

Mumbai woman suffers miscarriage
due to Covid-19 in first trimester

TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI, AUGUST 23

AFIRST trimester miscarriage in
a Mumbai resident is being
linked to the SARS-CoV-2 virus
after tests found the infection
had travelled into the umbilical
cord, placenta and possibly
caused inflammation in the foe-
tus.

“To our knowledge, this is
the first case demonstrating
persistence of SARS-CoV-2 in-
fection in a tissue weeks after
clearance in the throat swabs...
the virus not just survived in the
tissue but is replicative in the
placental cells,” stated a re-
search paper submitted last
week by the National Institute
of Research in Reproductive
Health (NIRRH) - a research
arm of the Indian Council of
Medical Research - in collabo-
ration with ESIS (Employees’
State Insurance Scheme) hospi-

tal at Kandivali.

The paper was posted on
August 22 on MedRxiv, an online
site that publishes pre-prints of
medical and scientific papers.

The woman, a hospital secu-
rity guard in her late twenties,
tested positive for Covid-19
when she was two months preg-
nant. She was asymptomatic.
Five weeks later, when she was
in the 13th week of her preg-
nancy, her nasal swab test re-
turned negative. But after her
13th week of pregnancy, when
she went for a routine ultra-
sound test, the foetus was found
tobe dead.

Suspecting it to be linked
with Covid-19, ESIS hospital ap-
proached the NIRRH to investi-
gate further. The hospital’s ethics
committee approved tests on
the woman.

“We first tested her nasopha-
ryngeal for Covid-19 again, and
itcame negative. Then we tested
the placenta, amniotic fluid and
foetal membrane. We were sur-

prised to find that five weeks af-
ter she got the infection, the virus
was replicating in the placenta,”
said Dr Deepak Modi, placenta
biologist in NIRRH.

This was the woman’s third
pregnancy. Doctors suspect ver-
tical transmission of virus led to
inflammation in the lungs of the
foetus, leading to its death.

While vertical transmission,
meaning coronavirus travelling
in-utero from mother to foetus,
has been recorded, instances of
miscarriage due to Covid-19
complications are rare.

InSwitzerland, a 28-year-old
Covid-19 positive woman gave
birth to a stillborn baby in sec-
ond trimester. She was evaluated
in Lausanne University Hospital
on March 20. The findings pub-
lished in the Journal of the
American Medical Association
stated that samples from the
umbical cord and peripheral
margin tested positive for Covid-
19. The research paper stated
that the miscarriage “appears re-

lated to placental infection with
SARS-CoV-2" and “no other
cause of fetal demise was iden-
tified”.

Doctors in Mumbai suspect
a similar placenta infection
leading to the miscarriage. “The
placenta acts as a barrier pro-
tecting the baby from infections
from second and third
trimester. But in the first
trimester, it is still building as a
barrier,” Modi said.

He is studying the placenta
during various stages during
pregnancy. “We found that there
is concentration of ACE-2 en-
zyme in placenta during the first
trimester. It acts as a reservoir for
SARS-CoV-2,” he said. ACE-2 acts
asan entry point for coronavirus
into a human cell and helps it
replicate.

The research paper stated
that this is the first time the virus
was found replicating in the pla-
centa five weeks after infection,
and even mounted an inflam-
matory response in the foetus.

New Delhi

150 million.

"Several vaccines are under
clinical trials here and so we are
expecting a higher demand in
India because of this. Companies
like Bharat Biotech are in touch
with us regarding availability
and validation of our facility,”
said Khasim Saheb, Managing
Director, Primary Packaging
Glass-India, Gerresheimer. “At
this point of time, we are in dis-
cussions and multinational
companies are also blocking ca-
pacity from us.”

The firm is expecting “at
least” 30-40 percent of its capac-
ity to be used for producing vials
for the Covid-19 vaccine.

While it is “very difficult” to
assess the actual demand for
these vials, initial estimates put
itatabillion doses, according to
Saheb. And the demand from
Indian manufacturers for global
supplies will be “not less than”
vials for an estimated 1.5-3 bil-
lion doses.

At the same time, HMD,
which owns DispoVan and
Kojak brands of syringes, and
BD, are waiting for word from
the Government.

For, while most vial-makers

MP Health
Minister tests
positive, 7th
in cabinet

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHOPAL,AUGUST 23

Madhya Pradesh Health
Minister Prabhuram
Choudhary on Sunday said he
has tested positive for the coro-
navirus.

He shared the information
on his Twitter handle.

Choudhary is the seventh
minister in Madhya Pradesh,
besides Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, to test positive
for the infection.

“My COVID-19 test report
came out positive. | request
those who had come in my
contact to undergo a coron-
avirus test. Those in close con-
tact should quarantine them-
selves,” he tweeted. “With your
prayers and blessings, I will re-
turn amidst you soon to serve
the people,” he said.

are dealing with pharma com-
panies, syringe firms usually
have a larger role in direct sup-
plies to governments that mass
supply the vaccines. India has
the capacity to supply over 2 bil-
lion syringes, though not all of
this is auto-disabled syringes
that firms feel will be the pref-
erence in immunisation exer-
cises like these.

HMD, with an annual capac-
ity of around 700 million auto-
disable syringes for vaccination,
islooking to scale up to 1 billion
in the first half of 2021.

The firm has received orders
from UNICEF to increase its sup-
ply to around 300 million to
build up a stockpile of around
140 million syringes for Covid-
19 by the end of the year, said
HMD managing director Rajiv
Nath.

BDis partnering with orisin
advance stage discussions with
government and non-govern-
ment entities in the US, UK,
Canada and Japan as well as
UNICEF and GAVI to use its
global capacity of over 7 billion
syringes, said its India and South
Asia managing director Pavan
Mocherla.

‘Odisha’s low fatality rate
reflects our success in
managing the pandemic’

ODISHA HEALTH Minister NABA
KISHORE DAS speaks to
AISHWARYA MOHANTY on the
state’s battle against Covid-19.

Covid-19 testing has been
ramped up and the daily case
count is rising. What are the
major challenges?

So far, we have been in a po-
sition to control Covid and man-
age it well.  will not say that we
have been fully successful, but
we have controlled it. If you look
at the fatality rate in Odisha, it is
very low which reflects our suc-
cessinmanaging the pandemic.

In many rural districts, there
isalack of ICUs as per the
official Covid website. With
casesrising in rural districts,
any plan of action for those
with no medical facilities?

We have formed technical
committees to deal with critical
carein the state and they can say
what to do and what not to. It is
their area of expertise . If you see
the management of Covid, only
10 per cent of patients need ICU
in the state. Asymptomatic pa-
tients do not require anything. It
is only the management of the
doctors and the technical com-
mittee. So we have got a techni-
cal committee, sufficient num-
bers of beds, hospitals, drugs and
we are able to control that.

The budget allocation for
healthcare this year was
increased by 14 per cent, but
with the pandemic, how has
the budget shaped up with
respect to the transformative
facilities the state planned?
The pandemic has affected
us, but, like yesterday we inau-
gurated an ICU and maternity
hospital in Jagatsinghpur. We are
planning and going stage by
stage. The pandemic has defi-

THEEXPRESS
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WITH
NABA KisHORE DAS
ODISHA HEALTH MINISTER

nitely affected the budget, but
we have 34 Covid-dedicated
hospitals, more than 7,000 beds
and for every district, we have a
monitoring committee and for
every panchayat, a quarantine
centre. We have a micro strategy
from the gram panchayat to the
state level. The state’s machin-
ery has been deployed meticu-
lously and strategic implemen-
tationis carried out phase-wise.

There have been instances of
lack of maternal care
facilities when ambulances
could not reach villages and
pregnant women suffered.
How is the government
planning to deal with such
situations?

My department is preparing
aplan for more ambulances. We
take immediate action when-
ever such anissue comes up. We
hope within a short time, we will
be able to manage all these
things. FULLINTERVIEW ON

www.indianexpress.com
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C#VID-19 VACCINE TRACKER

Beyond the limelight, the
other vaccine candidates

ROUGHLY TEN vaccine candidates for
the novel coronavirus, most of them
being developed by big pharmaceuti-
cal companies, are creating the highest
buzz around the world. But other coro-
navirus vaccines are being developed
in dozens of countries.Here are some
countries that have recently approved
human trials of vaccine candidates
youmight not have heard of:
CUBA: The state-run
Finlay Vaccine Institute in
Havana has got the approval
tostarthuman trials of a vac-
cine called Soberana 01. The
vaccine is likely to be tested
on more than 600 people, and the re-
sults of the trials are expected only by
February next year. It is not immedi-
ately clear whether the vaccine has got
approval for only phase-1 and phase-2
trials, or for phase-3 trials as well.
TAIWAN: Adimmune Corp has be-
come Taiwan'’s first company to begin
human trials of its experimental vac-

cine. The phase-1 trials are expected to
begin soon at the National Taiwan
University Hospital. About 60 volun-
teers are likely to be injected.

NORTH KOREA: It has said it is de-
veloping a novel coronavirus vaccine
which is already in human trials. But
since little verifiable information
comes out of that country, not muchis

just had a blockbuster opening at
Nasdagq, its initial public offering soar-
ing almost three times on the first day
of trading.

ELSEWHERE: Turkey is develop-
ing more than half a dozen different
vaccines. Multiple vaccines are being
developed in Thailand, Egypt, Nigeria
and Kazakhstan as well.

known about this vaccine.
GERMANY: A vaccine
candidate being developed
by German company
Curevac has just moved into
phase-2 human trials after
completing phase-1. It has
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In T cells, clues why some
immune responses stronger

RESEARCHERS HAVE
catalogued the T cells of
people who have recov-
ered from mild cases of
Covid-19. Their analysis,
published in Cell Reports
Medicine, sheds light on
what a successful im-
mune response to SARS-
CoV-2 might entail, and
has implications for vac-
cine development.
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antibodies or T cells. The
researchers used a tech-
nique called CyTOF,
which characterises T
cells according to the
proteins they contain.
They said they found dis-
covered intriguing pat-
terns in the SARS-CoV-2
specific T cells that may
explain how these pa-
tients recovered from

The immunity re-
sponse to SARS-CoV-2 can be via both

Covid-19.

Source: Gladstone Institutes

e

G.S Prelims Test Series
Optional Subject Test series

- VAJIRAM & RAVI

INSTITUTE FOR IAS EXAM

9-B, Bada Bazar Marg, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi — 110060
Ph: 011-41007500; visit us at www.vajiramandravi.com

G.S Mains Test Series
Current Affairs Online Classes

‘Not all will get vaccine quickly,
need to come up with strategy’

Dr GAGANDEEP KANG, one of India’s leading medical scientists and former Chair of an ICMR panel on Covid
drugs and vaccines, explains the challenges of vaccine development before a nationwide audience onZoom

Sexplained.Live

On optimism about a vaccine emerging by
early 2021

[thinkitis highly likely, but it is not guaran-
teed. Untilyou actually have efficacy dataona
vaccine, it is impossible to say whether a vac-
cine will workin humans or not. We have very
encouraging dataonimmunogenicity, we have
encouraging data from some studies in pri-
mate models, that seem to indicate that some
of the vaccines that have been evaluated in
those systems do prevent severe disease. So
that'sall very good, but we have beenled astray
by animals studies before, so until we have data
from humans, | would not be taking bets onit.

On avaccine (including the Russian
vaccine) reaching people

I don’t think I would call the Russian vac-
cine a vaccine that is ready for prime time. It’s
a vaccine that first went into humans on the
June 17.1t's been through accelerated phase-1
and phase-2 testing, which meansit'sinavery
small number of people. We know that the
vaccine is not causing severe reactions and it
is immunogenic. So just the fact that the vac-
cine has been licensed by one regulator does
not tell us that this vaccine will work to pre-
vent disease. We need phase-3 efficacy trials
inordertodo that. That's true for the vaccine li-
censed in China as well; without efficacy data
Iwouldn’t think about having that vaccine.

In terms of how quickly will we get the
vaccines, if we find that the Oxford vaccine
works — and that is in phase-3 trials— given
that Serum Institute of India has already
started to make the vaccine, I think that
would be the first one where we would see
that we have data that would allow us to con-
fidently think about using it.

In terms of pricing... when vaccines first
startout,and if they are made by multinational
manufacturers, the costisin several hundreds
of dollars, and for India we know that if a vac-
cine is more than $3 a dose, we are going to be
unable to take it. So the price that has been
quoted for the Serumvaccine, in the order of Rs
900-1000a dose, might be something that we
could think about. That of course is a starting
price; all vaccines start out expensive and then
once you start to make lots and lots of the vac-
cine, you can bring prices down quite a lot.

On the logistics of supply and accessibility
This is the really complicated piece of the
puzzle. I think people think that if we find that
we have a successful vaccine, it will be at your
friendly neighbourhood doctor tomorrow. It
will not. It takes time to make avaccineand the
reason why vaccine manufacturers are now
trying to buy facilities, book time at the manu-
facturing facilities, is because they want to be
able tomake the vaccine even before it is proven
safe and effective. So this s called at-risk man-
ufacturing, and this is what Serum Institute has
done,and thisis whatalot of companies around
the world are doing. They are making doses of
vaccines sufficient to getit out the dooras soon
asthevaccineis licensed after efficacy data are
obtained. That is the fastest way to get to the
market but the whole process of regulation
takes time. It will take time to review the
dossiers, it will take time to get the vaccine li-
censed, and once the vaccine is licensed we
have to think about the logistics of distribu-
tion... You need something that fits in with
your cold chain infrastructure, you need to be
able to buy the vaccine, you need to land the
vaccine, you need todistribute the vaccine, you
need to train staff in how to give the vaccine.

On whether the sense of security around

vaccines still in the pipeline is misplaced
The first thing is, is the vaccine going to

work? And in what proportion of people, and

for how long, will that
protection last? Now, the
USFDA and the WHO
have said a pointestimate
of 50% — which means
thatin the clinical trial you
should have atleast 50% of
the disease prevented

them, see if that increases
the proportion of people
who are protected, or the
duration of protection.
Given thatin thissituation
weare going to have lots of
vaccine candidates, we
could very interestingly

through the vaccine. That also thinkabout the possi-
actually means from the bility of mixing vaccines...
size of the US trials that

the lower bound of effi-  DrGagandeep Kangin On the importance of
cacymaybeaslowas30% conversation with Amitabh phase-3 trials
andthatisstillacceptable  Sinha, Resident Editor, The Youwant people tobe
totheregulator.Soweare  Indian Express, Pune. able to trust the health-

looking at a vaccine that

care system, you want

prevents a reasonable
proportionof disease and
thatreasonable proportion is about half.

Now, how long will this vaccine give us pro-
tection? We have other examples of vaccines
where the protection does not last very long.
Will it be months? Will it be years? We don’t
know yet; we’ll have to wait for the results of
the trials. The current follow-up thatis planned
inmany of the trials is only one year, and within
one yearit's unlikely that you are going to have
a large number of re-infections. But it is cer-
tainly something that we will need to track.

On false assurance. .. you will feel like you
will have an armour and are protected if you
have been vaccinated, and thatis a problem. [
think if we had a correlate of protection —
among the people who are vaccinated, if you
had a signal that you could describe, antibod-
ies for example, and you knew those antibod-
ies correlated with protection — thenyou'd be
a lot more confident in saying how well the
vaccines are working. Until we have that kind
of information, I think even after vaccination,
we'll have to proceed with caution and warn
people that even though they have been vac-
cinated, protection may be incomplete.

On whether 40-50% efficacy is better
than no vaccine

That'sright. Remember these are first-gen-
eration vaccines. If you understand how they
work, then we canlook atimproving their per-
formance. We can add things like adjuvants to

On the idea of ‘herd immunity’ and if
avaccine is really necessary

You can prevent disease happening in
the future by being naturally infected. .. The
problem comes that it’s not always possi-
ble to predict who will develop severe dis-
ease and who will not. If there was a guar-
antee thateverybody would have only mild
disease, maybe we wouldn’t bother so
much. In the case of coronavirus, this is an
unpredictable disease: Inmany peopleitis
asymptomatic, in many people it is mildly
symptomatic, but it also kills some people
and we don’t understand whatleads to this
severe disease in some people. So that's
why we think a vaccine is a good idea.

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS

people to believe that

doctors and scientists
and researchers are doing their best to make
sure that we get high quality, safe and effec-
tive preventive strategies. Any time you get
people that short-cut the system, that don’t
follow the process, that plays undue risk, it
becomes a problem. So we have the Chinese
and the Russian vaccines as examples of
where the system has been short-circuited
inaway. And what thatleads tois people be-
ing unsure whether these are really quality
effective products or not. I would not advise
that, one way or the other, you need to prove
that a product works before you use it. Now
there are regulatory mechanisms that allow
you to do these emergency use authorisa-
tions, but then the requirement becomes a
very high bar of following up everybody who
receives the vaccine, to ensure that at least af-
ter licensure — if itis an accelerated licensure
— you actually treat the vaccinated people
like they are ina phase 3 efficacy trial. You still
have to follow them up, you have to make
sure that they are safe, that nothing goes
wrong, If we do things that way, then I think
addressing one problem quickly and damag-
ing the entire system is not a good way to go.

On countries signing advance deals that
may make vaccines inaccessible to others
The world has seen this before. We saw it
with HIN1 when WHO tried very hard to es-
tablish a global allocation mechanism, but it

On fast-track approval to Russian
vaccine and if India can do the same

National regulatory authorities func-
tion by their rules. There are provisions in
the rules for accelerated approvals or
emergency use authorisations, so licen-
sure can be given at an earlier stage than
is usually done... Because a regulator's re-
sponsibility toa product is through the en-
tire life cycle of the product, it does not stop
with licensure. So if a regulator gives an
emergency use authorisation, they have a
responsibility to get post-licensure data.
Then they will need to continue to collect
data on safety and efficacy for the vaccine
that they have just licensed.

got so few doses of vaccines from the manu-
facturers that it almost wasn’t worth their
while to invest a lot of time and effort in dis-
tributing those...

Theimplementation partner for delivering
vaccines is the GAVI Alliance. Now will multi-
nationals, will the successful makers of vac-
cines provide vaccines to the global allocation
mechanism? These are the negotiations that
are happening now and the idea is from the
global pool there will be distribution of vac-
cines around the world. Now the counter to
that is we are all looking after ourselves first
and not thinking about global good is some-
thing that we are seeing. Governments have a
responsibility to their citizens and in the US
they have gone to the extent of saying we want
to buy your company, that might potentially
have a product we are interested in, we will
fund you to do your trials. In some ways, what
you would like is for everybody to be a good
global citizen and share resources so that peo-
ple around the world who need them the most
get them quickly, but that clearly is not hap-
pening. We need to do our best but then the
way to thinkaboutitis, there aren’'t 800 million
peoplein the US, so if we do wind up with the
US having 800 million doses of successful vac-
cines, they are not going to be able to use it all.
So I am assuming that they will give it away
and at least some countries in the region will
getaccess to those products.

It'saworry and something that we need to
be thinking about. We have one of the largest
populations in the world, there is no way that
the Indian population is all going to be able to
get the vaccine quickly, so we need to be think-
ingabout our populations and coming up with
a clearly communicated strategy about how
we will vaccinate, whom we will vaccinate and
when. I believe the committee that is chaired
by DrVinod K Paul is doing precisely that.

Onwhether every vaccine needs a phase-3
trial in India before it is made available

Whenyou have a product thatislicensed in
adifferent country and that country has what
is known as a stringent regulatory authority,
then gettingavaccine licensed in India requires
avery small trial in India. These are called
bridging studies. You cando it inless than 100
participants and if the immunogenicity data
from that study is similar to what was done in
the place where the vaccine was licensed, the
vaccine can be accepted. When the vaccine is
anovel product that has notbeen licensed else-
where, then you will need larger-scale studies.
Given that the ChAdOx1 vaccine is in phase-3
studies...it’s likely that by the time the studies
are done in India, there may be phase-3 effi-
cacy data and the data that Serum generates
now from their 1,600 participants can be used
for submission for Indian licensure.

Onimplications of future vaccine
development

[think many of the new vaccines we are de-
veloping are actually based on pretty old tech-
nologies. In the 1950s we got cell culture that
allowed us to make polio vaccine, rotavirus vac-
cine. In 2010 when we got DNA sequences
and... thatwas the first time we started to use
new technologies, reverse vaccinology ap-
proaches tomake vaccines. Since then, in terms
of licensing vaccines, the new technology has
really been the Ebola vaccine where we had the
first viral vectored vaccine being licensed. We
have not so far had an RNA vaccine or a DNA
vaccine licensed. We have not had new adju-
vants available, we have not tried prime-boost
strategies, so if these are all learnings from this
pandemic, I think thatis whatis going to change
the face of future vaccine development.

Transcribed by Mehr Gill

EDITED EXCERPTS
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Congress in turmoil: past occasions, and what’s different now

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

AS MANY as 23 Congress leaders have writ-
ten to party chief Sonia Gandhi calling for in-
stallation of a “full-time and effective leader-
ship” that is both “visible” and “active” in the
field, revamp of the party organisation, elec-
tions to the Congress Working Committee,
and establishment of an “institutional lead-
ership mechanism” to collectively guide the
party’srevival (The Indian Express, August 23).

Thisis not the first time that the Congress
has seen such turmoil. But the current crisis
differs from previous ones in many ways.
Whatis significant is that Sonia has not faced
any challenge to her style of functioning in
the last two decades. Her initial years as
Congress president did see challenges to her
leadership but once those were dealt with,
she has had a smooth run.

How is this different from past crises?
Itis rare in the Congress fora group of lead-

ers as diverse at this — both geographically
and demographically - to collectively call for
a change in the way the party is being run
now. The Congress has not seen such a coor-
dinated dissent in its recent history, at least
since Sonia established her firm grip on the
leadership in the beginning of 2000. But it is
also because the party was in power for 10
years from 2004 to 2014. Tensions had been
simmering in the party since the 2014 Lok
Sabha defeat, and there had been murmurs
against Rahul Gandhi, but the disconnect be-
tween him and the top leaders have now
reached a point where it had to come out in
the open in some way or the other.

When was the last time the party saw this
kind of turmoil?

The 1990s was a decade of turmoil for the
Congress. The days before Sonia’s ascension
as Congress president in 1998, and the
months after that until 2001, were filled with
intrigue. In fact, the crisis in the Congress be-
gan soon after the demolition of the Babri
Masjid in December 1992. Several leaders
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In 1999, Pawar, Tariq Anwar, Sangma
rebelled against Sonia. Express Archive

came out against then Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao, holding him responsible for
not being able to protect the mosque.

There was mistrust between Rao and vet-
erans like Arun Singh and N D Tiwari right
from the beginning, At the Tirupati AICC ses-
sion of the Congress in April 1992, Singh won
by the highest margin when elections were
held for the CWC. Another strong leader,
Sharad Pawar; too won much to the chagrin of

Rao, who was Congress president as well as
Prime Minister. In a deft move, he asked the
entire newly elected Working Committee to
resign on the pretext that there was not
enough representation of women and Dalits.

Rao reconstituted the CWC and included
Singh in the nominated category. Trouble
arose again after the demolition of the Babri
Masjid. Sonia, who was not in politics then,
was seen as tacitly backing those waging are-
bellion against Rao. This resulted in Singh’s
ouster from the Cabinet and suspension from
the party. The party split with Singh and
Tiwari forming the Tiwari Congress.

The Congress defeatin 1996 led to another
turmoil. Rao resigned and Sitaram Kesri took
over as Congress president. But Kesri faced
opposition; in fact, the Congress saw an elec-
tion to the post of party president during his
time in 1997.Both Pawar and Rajesh Pilot con-
tested against Kesri, who routed them. But
Sonia’s signal that she was willing to enter ac-
tive politics changed everything. Party lead-
ers teamed up against Kesri and finally man-
aged to remove him from the top post.

Sonia took over as Congress president in
March 1998, but the party plunged into cri-
sisagainayear later, just before the Lok Sabha
elections. Senior leaders like Pawar, P A
Sangma and Tariq Anwar raised a banner of
revoltwhichled to their ouster from the party.
Before she could consolidate her position,
Jitendra Prasada threw a challenge to her in
2001 when he contested (unsuccessfully)
against her for the post of Congress president.

What about turmoil before the 1990s?

INDIRA ERA: Indira Gandhi had to face
many challenges. The party’s most significant
split till date took place in 1969, when she
crossed swords with the old guard - known
as the Syndicate. The difference is thatin 1969
and in 1977 when the party faced a split, it
was Indira Gandhi who was leading the re-
bellion and not at the receiving end.

In 1969, the tussle between PM Indiraand
the Syndicate came toa head when she threw
herweightbehind independent candidate V
V Giri in the President elections. The party’s
official candidate Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy lost

New Delhi

and the party split after then President S
Nijalingappa expelled Indira from the party.In
1977, the Congress’s defeat post-Emergency
triggered another crisis when the then party
president K Brahmananda Reddy and Y B
Chavan, its leader in Parliament, turned
againstIndira. The party split once again with
Indiraengineeringit. In fact, the party had suf-
fered a split even before the elections with

Jagjivan Ram and others like H N Bahuguna

forminga new party, Congress for Democracy.

RAJIV ERA: Rajiv Gandhi came to power
withalandslide mandate after the assassina-
tion of his mother Indira. But within hours,
trouble began. Revelations about the Bofors
gun deal were the trigger. V P Singh, who as
Finance Minister had raised questions about
the HDW submarine deal, took a strong posi-
tion on the Bofors deal as Defence Minister.
He was removed from the Cabinet and later
expelled from the party. He launched the Jan
Morcha, which attracted many disillusioned
Congress leaders and emerged as the rallying
point for disparate Opposition parties. In the
1989 Lok Sabha elections, Rajiv was defeated.
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‘Non-Gandhi Cong chiefs couldn’t restore lost
eround. That’s the reality. Letter will help BJP”’

Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury says the 23 leaders who wrote the letter could have raised their concerns at CWC, blames Mamata’s
actions for rise of BJP in Bengal, calls BJP “majoritarianism” in PAC an “affront to parliamentary system”, and says “Modi spell”, internal issues behind Cong problems

MANOJ CG: As many as 23 leaders of
the Congress have written to party
chief Sonia Gandhi calling for
sweeping changes. Your views?

In the history of the Congress, non-
Gandbhis have also held the post of party
presidentand the party has always encour-
aged it. PV Narasimha Rao and Sitaram
Kesri are recent examples. In reality, none
other thanamember of the (Gandhi) fam-
ily has ever made any significant achieve-
ment. There lies the problem. After Rao, till
Sonia Gandhi took over the reins, the
Congress could not succeed inrestoring lost
ground. We cannot deny that stark ground
reality. That needs to be understood.

[ cannot subscribe to the views ex-
pressed by these leaders... because it is a
collective failure. Now... after the failure,
some of our leaders are trying to heap all
the allegations upon the Gandhi family and
Rahul Gandhi. By doing that they are sim-
ply strengthening the argument made by
the BJP. They are offering extra fodder to
the BJP. Soniaji has the potential and she
can play a pivotal role in stitching a national
alliance against the BJP.

MANGQ]J C G: But what about the
concerns that they have raised?

[ am not in a position to brush aside
all their concerns. They certainly enjoy
that right being party leaders. But one
thing Iwant to say is that they are all sen-
ior leaders of the party. They have all con-
tributed to the Congress. All these senior
leaders have enjoyed good proximity
with Soniaji and Rahul Gandhi. They had
more access to Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi than leaders like me. Why did
they feel the need to write this kind of let-
ter?... They would have got ample oppor-
tunity at the CWC on Monday to speak
their mind... Everything could be dis-
cussed. She would have immediately
conceded their demand if they wanted
todiscussall these issues. This kind of let-
ter has been written unnecessarily... This
will not help the party much. They could
have easily raised all these issues before
Soniaji and Rahul or in the forum. This
will simply help the BJP.

MANGQOJ C G: What have the past few
months been like for you?

The pandemic has dramatically al-
tered our lives. Once the lockdown was
announced, hundreds of thousands of mi-
grant workers from my district and my
state West Bengal, who were working in
other states, found themselves in a diffi-
cult situation. I was in Delhi at the time
and [ got an indication from many such
labourers that they are deprived of many
things. They did not have money in their
pockets or even food. They were desper-
ate to return to their native villages. They
were fearful about the uncertain future.
There was immense frustration.

Many such migrant labourers began
to contact me for assistance. I wanted to
help these people.Iset up an office at my
residence in Delhi and employed a few
people — my friends, my staff, people
who worked at my house — to take calls
from those affected by the pandemic.
Their duty was to collect the names,
phones numbers and places where these
workers were calling from. I am virtually
a BPL (Below Poverty Line) Member of
Parliament. I did not have the financial
resources to help these people. So I be-
gan to contact the local collector, MLA,
MP and influential people from the re-
gions the workers belonged to. I sought
their cooperation. So I have been en-
gaged in these activities for the past few
months. The work satisfied me and
helped people.

LIZ MATHEW: Parliamentary
committees have become a source of
conflict between the Congress and the
BJP. As Chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC), what has
your experience been like?

The discussions in standing commit-
tees or PACs are held without inhibitions
or without any obligation to any party.
That is why, over the decades, standing
committees have been considered as
mini-Parliament. But these days un-
savoury situations have been emerging.
am not here to accuse this side or that side,
butin a healthy parliamentary democracy
every issue concerning the country and
its people should be discussed. Parliament
is a forum for debate, discussion, dissent.
Given the majority that the ruling party
has, it is incumbent upon them to run
everything. If anything is considered a vi-
olation of parliamentary norms that s dif-
ferent. But if somebody is creating prob-
lems out of vengeance, to muzzle the
voice of an individual or political party, I
think this is not desirable.

LIZ MATHEW: With a majority in the
House, the BJP also has majority in
most of the committees. How does
that play out?

The government has been bulldozing
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Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury at the Idea Exchange session

Deputy Associate Editor
Manoj C G moderated
the exchange with Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury

legislations. These (legislations) need to
be discussed thoroughly for the sake of
the nation. As PAC Chairman, the day we
initiated our legislative business, I said we
should conductdiscussions on Covid as it
relates to the interest of common people.
That we must sensitise and urge the gov-
ernment to take more and more active
measures. But some newspaper reported
that the PAC Chairman is eager to discuss
PM CARES fund. But I did not have any evil
intention. The newspaper reporter had
asked me whether I was going to discuss
the PM CARES fund. I had told the reporter
thatIdid not have such an intention but if
during the course of discussion someone
asks what funds have the Ministry of
Health or state governments received
from PM CARES to deal with the pan-
demic, thatisa differentissue. But thatre-
sponse ruffled the BJP’s feathers.

Later, when I proposed in the meet-
ing that we all should think about dis-
cussing the Covid situation, they (BJP
members) started protesting vehe-
mently. They said that the PAC does not
have authority to discuss the issue. I tried
to persuade them that the PAC has the
right to take up any issue suo motu. There
are a plethora of instances of this. Even
the 2G spectrum case first came to lime-
light in a suo motu manner. But they said
there should be voting... I was vehe-
mently opposed. Now, as a single mem-
ber from the Congress in the PAC, of
course [ will be defeated in a vote.

Now, the same issue is being dis-
cussed in the Standing Committee on
Home Affairs. So yes, I agree that the
(BJP’s) majoritarianism is also visible in-
side the PAC. Various issues are literally
bulldozed. One after another, the govern-
ment is making announcements in the
middle of a pandemic, without taking
Parliament into confidence. It is certainly
an affront to the parliamentary system.
The government may argue that it is an

One of the Congress’s
only two MPs from West
Bengal and its state chief
for four years, Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury was
seen as a surprise choice
for leader of the party in
the Lok Sabha. However,
in his long political career,
Chowdhury has built a
reputation for tenacity
and for being a mass
leader who has held his
own against the CPM,
Trinamool Congress and
now BJP onslaught in the
state. As Chairman of the

WHY ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY

Public Accounts

Committee, he has been
critical of BJP for
“undermining”
parliamentary panels

extraordinary situation. Yes, we agree it
is, butitis also a fact that the government
could have had a short discussion with
MPs. Was it impossible?

SANTANU CHOWDHURY: Will the
Congress and the Trinamool join
hands in the West Bengal Assembly
elections to take on the BJP?

In2011 (Assembly elections), with the
help of the Congress party Mamata
Banerjee came to power. We helped them
a lot at the time. But once she came to
power, she started showing her true
colours. Idhar Modi hai udhar Didi hai (Like
PM Modi in Delhi, there is Mamata
Banerjee in West Bengal). He doesn’t lis-
ten to anyone and she changed her
colours after coming to power. She did
atyachaar (atrocities) on the Congress
party. Her aim: to remove the Congress
and every other political party from West
Bengal. Today the BJP has 18 MPs from
Bengal, it cannot be denied... But who is
responsible for this? We all have to think
about it. The Congress protected the sec-
ular space in Bengal. Mamata Banerjee
started working to bring Bengal in her
kabza (possession)... Because of this, the
secular space began to shrink and the BJP
made inroads into Bengal... And now the
BJP is emerging as the main opposition
against Mamata Banerjee. It is very unfor-
tunate, but what should we do?

VANDITA MISHRA: It’s been a year
since Sonia Gandhi was declared
interim president of the Congress

party. You are yet to resolve the
leadership crisis in the Congress.
What will be the way forward?

Discussions have been going on. There
is an internal problem in the party. The
way we plan to move forward, we have
not been able to do it because we are en-
gaged in asymmetrical political warfare.
There is aModi juggernaut, there is a Modi
spell... We don’t have the same resources.
After losing two consecutive Lok Sabha
elections, our party has been weakened.
To move forward from here is a big chal-
lenge for us. They have the resources, a
well-oiled machinery along with the
Modi juggernaut. We will have to wait a
little, but that does not mean that we will
sit quietly. Today, there is no party as vo-
cal in its criticism of the BJP like the
Congress is. There is a need for all oppo-
sition parties to come together and for
that our interim president is enough. All
opposition leaders respect Sonia Gandhi.
With her as the interim president, we
have never felt that we can’t fight. Rahul
Gandhi is there, he does all the work... We
see him taking on Modjiji every day. But
Sonia Gandhi’s personality works as a
centrifugal force to bring the Opposition
together. She is the best bet for us in the
current situation.

SWEETY KUMARI: What are your
views on factionalism in your party?

It is an ominous trend, switching of
loyalties. The BJP may rejoice at the situ-
ation. In Bengal, Mamata Banerjee may do
so0 too. A number of our MLAs moved to

the Trinamool. Through fear parties get
people to switch sides. Here (in Delhi) the
CBIl is used for everything, in Bengal the
CIDor police. It is the same syndrome. This
is very dangerous for democracy. We go
to people asking for votes based on our
party. Then, right after winning, we sell
ourselves. We have to introspect... These
MLAs should have banners on their chest
declaring ‘For Sale’ or ‘Not for sale’. This is
what it has come down to.

Mamata Banerjee did this in Bengal to
weaken our party. Now, people are leaving
her party to join the BJP. That is why it is
said that snake bite kills the snake
charmer... This is political burglary, luring
MLAs from other parties and then ensur-
ing they don’t fight polls. It's dangerous.

ATRI MITRA: Following the demise of
Somen Mitra, who will become the
president of the Congress in Bengal?
The BJP has gained some momentum
in West Bengal. Till a few years ago, the
BJP’s name was alien for the people of
West Bengal. Bengal was never about
communal or caste politics, but now,
there has been a shift in the political dis-
course. People are discussing who will
rule West Bengal — Mamata Banerjee-
led TMC or the BJP? It’s a tragedy for us.
The Congress and the Left parties
were talking. But with the demise of
Somen Mitra, the talks have been
stalled. We are hoping that as soon as
the president (of the state unit) is ap-
pointed, the talks will begin again. This
is a compulsion for the Left parties and
the Congress, if we want a favourable re-
sult in the polls. I feel both parties will
have to work together. The process to
appoint a president is underway.

HARIKISHAN SHARMA: Following the
outbreak of Covid-19, first the
government suspended the MPLADS
fund and now it plans to convene
Parliament without Question Hour. As
an MP, do you feel less empowered?
I'would say (we have been) disentitled.
For us (MPs), MPLADS (Members of
Parliament Local Area Development
Scheme) is a big weapon. The fund is not
for a small area. My constituency has
seven Assembly segments and over 14
lakh voters. We use the funds to donate
computers to schools, build classrooms,
construct roads etc.. As soon as
Parliament convenes, the Congress will
oppose this move (to suspend MPLADS).
If you ask BJP MPs in private, they will also
express their anger towards the move.
The most important thing in
Parliament is Question Hour, where you
can get answers to 20 questions from 20
different topics. If you get to know about
20 issues every day, you will be well

There is a need for all Opposition parties to come together... Rahul Gandhi is there, he does all the
work. We see him taking on Modiji every day. But Sonia Gandhi’s personality works as a
centrifugal force to bring the Opposition together. She is our best bet in the current situation
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aware. Question Hour, Zero Hour and
Private Member’s Bill are the rights and
assets of individual MPs. Suspending
Question Hour is not right. We will raise
this issue in Parliament. [ have already
conveyed my concerns to the Speaker.

AAKASH JOSHI: In its second term, with
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya and the
abrogation of Article 370, it seems the
BJP has set the agenda for the larger
political discourse, because of which
real politics is not happening outside
Parliament. How can you counter it?

We counter the BJP every day. Today,
the Chinese have entered Indian territory
and captured land. The Chinese govern-
ment is unilaterally deciding boundaries.
But are we discussing it? No. They (the
BJP) have diverted our attention with
Article 370 and Ram Mandir. They are ask-
ing people to boycott Chinese goods. It is
areactive measure. The common people
of the country are being misled.

Article 370 has been abrogated but has
there been any respite from terrorism?...
One year has passed. Has the situation
changed? Has even one Kashmiri Pandit
returned? Nothing has happened.

KRISHN KAUSHIK: But despite these
issues, the popularity of the Prime
Minister remains high. Isn’t thata
failure of the Congress party?

Modiji is a good communicator and
knows how to win the hearts and faith
of people. He doesn’t do any work but he
knows how to win... If Modi gives a (re-
port card) of his work, then his image will
break. He has been PM for over six years
now, but has he ever appeared before the
Indian media? No, because the media
will burst his balloon. So he knows the
art of gaining people’s trust and till the
time he continues to do so, he will win.
But, at the same time, we will also con-
tinue to work to displace him from his
position. Of course, we (the Congress)
have some shortcomings. The day we
can overcome those we will achieve our
old status again.

KRISHN KAUSHIK: But again, the
situation will remain the same. What
will the Congress do differently now?

The situation now is not permanent,
it's transitory. Slowly, questions are being
raised. Earlier, everyone thought Modi is
Tarzan, now they have realised Xi Jinping
isabigger Tarzan. Our Prime Minister goes
to Ladakh and makes a point, and there is
only a spokesperson’s response from the
Chinese side. Sitting in Delhi, the Chinese
ambassador says that India should not
make such a mistake again, and, in Beijing,
our ambassador requests China to begin
talks. So now the common people are ask-
ing questions. As these questions increase,
Modiji's position will also weaken.

Yes, he (PM Modi) is popular. We (the
Congress) do everything, but the message
doesn’t reach the grassroots. There are
faults in our organisational structure. That
is the difference (between the BJP and
Congress). And, as this difference reduces
we will begin to taste success.
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Mount Sinabung
spews volcanic
material on Sunday. AP

INDONESIA
Sinabung
volcano spews

new burst of ash

A RUMBLING volcano in
western Indonesia on
Sunday unleashed an av-
alanche of scorching
clouds down its slopes.
Authorities are closely
monitoring Mount
Sinabung on Sumatra,
one of Indonesia’s main
islands, after sensors
picked up increasing ac-
tivity in past weeks. The
volcano in North Sumatra
province was shooting
smoke and ash more than
3,280 feet into the air on
Sunday morning, and hot
ash clouds traveled 1 km
southeast, Indonesia’s
Volcanology and
Geological Hazard
Mitigation Center said.
Villagers were advised to
stay 5 km from the
crater’s mouth.

PERU

13 crushed to
deathas police
raid club party

AT LEAST 13 people were
crushed to death or as-
phyxiated as playgoers
tried to flee a Lima night-
club raided by police be-
cause it was openin viola-
tion of restrictions
imposed to fight the coro-
navirus pandemic, officials
said. At least six were in-
jured, including three po-
lice officers,as around 120
people tried to escape the
Thomas Restobar club on
Saturday nightas police ar-
rived tobreak up a party on
its second floor, national
police and government of-
ficials said. Neighbors had
alerted police about the
raucous event at the club
in the Los Olivos district of
the Peruvian capital.

MALI
Coupleaders

meet mediators

AKEY meetingon Saturday
between Mali’s coup lead-
ers and mediators from
West Africa’s regional bloc
seeking a return to civilian
rule ended after just 20
minutes. Tuesday’s over-
throw of Mali President
Ibrahim Boubacar Keita
has been condemned
abroad, but celebrated by
many inacountry battling
anlIslamistinsurgency and
months of political unrest.
A delegation from the 15-
nation Economic
Community of West
African States earlier ar-
rived in the capital,
Bamako, for talks aimed at
reversing Keita’s ouster.

- "

BELARUS PROTESTERS FLOOD MINSK

Tens of thousands of protesters demanding President Alexander Lukashenko step down flooded into Minsk on Sunday, at one
point staging a demonstration near his residence, as the Belarus Army warned the crowd it would respond to any unrest. Reuters

AS ‘BLACK LIVES MATTER’ PROTESTS CONTINUE

Another Black man shot dead by

Rival protesters clash in Portland

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LAFAYETTE, AUGUST 23

COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS said
they will present their frustra-
tions and demand racial justice
from the leaders of a Louisiana
city on Sunday, following a night
of violence that erupted after po-
lice shot and killed a Black man.

Dozens of people took to the
streets of Lafayette on Saturday in
response to the death of Trayford
Pellerin, 31. On Friday night, offi-
cers followed Pellerin on foot as
he lefta convenience store where

POLICE OFFICERS were hit by
rocks and bottles during a
protest in the Oregon city of
Portland late on Saturday, po-
lice said, and there were
clashes between rival groups
of demonstrators in the city’s

downtown area earlier in
the day.

In a Twitter post, police
said they had declared a riot
for the gathering around a city
building that houses offices in-
cluding police. REUTERS

he had created adisturbance with
aknife, Louisiana State Police said.
Stun guns failed to stop him, and
the officers shot Pellerin as he tried
to enter another convenience

store, still with the knife, according
toanews release.

The shooting was captured on
video, and the state ACLU con-
demned what it described as a

UK govt advisers: Missing school
greater risk to kids than Covid

REUTERS
LONDON, AUGUST 23

THE CHIEF medical officers of the
United Kingdom have said chil-
dren should return to school after
the summer holidays, warning
that missing out on their educa-
tion posed much bigger risks to
them than catching Covid-19.
The rare joint statement from
the top health advisers to the gov-
ernments of England, Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland rep-
resents a boost for British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson who has
said getting children back to
school is a national priority.
“Very few, if any, children or
teenagers will come to long term
harm from Covid-19 due solely
to attending school,” they said.
“This has to be set against a cer-
tainty of long-term harm to
many children and young peo-

Concern about kids becoming carriers

THE UK government’s
health advisers say

most children are un-
likely to fall severely ill

due to Covid-19.But the
debate surrounding the re-
opening of schools focuses not
juston therisk to children, but
also to the possibility that they
may act as carriers and infect

EXPLAINED

more vulnerable peo-

ple, including teachers,

parents and others. The

@ UShasseenteachers’

protests against schools
reopening, citing concerns
about their health. In states
where classes have resumed,
some teachers have gone as far
as to prepare their wills.

ple from not attending school,”
the CMOs said in a joint state-
ment published late on Saturday.

Evidence showed thatalackof
schooling increased inequalities,
reduced opportunities and could
exacerbate physical and mental
health issues, the statement said.

By contrast there was clear ev-
idence of a very low rate of severe

disease in children, even if they
caught Covid-19, and an even
lower risk of dying. “The percent-
age of symptomatic cases requir-
ing hospitalisation is estimated to
be 0.1% for children aged 0-9 and
0.3% among those aged 10-19,
compared toahospitalisation rate
of over4%in the UK for the general
population,” the statement said.

Iran retrieves data, cockpit audio
from downed Ukraine airliner

NASSER KARIMI
TEHRAN, AUGUST 23

IRAN HAS retrieved some data,
including a portion of cockpit
conversations, from the
Ukrainian jetliner accidentally
downed by the Revolutionary
Guard forces in January, killing
all 176 people on board, an
Iranian official said Sunday.
That's according to a report
on the website of Iran’s Civil
Aviation Organisation, which de-
scribed the official’'s remarks as

part of the final report that
Tehran plans to issue on the
shootdown of  Ukraine
International Airlines Flight 752.
The development comes
months after the Jan. 8 crash
near Tehran. Iranian authorities
had initially denied responsibil-
ity, only changing course days
later, after Western nations pre-
sented extensive evidence that
Iran had shot down the plane.
The shootdown happened
the same night Iran launched a
ballistic missile attack targeting
U.S. soldiers in Iraq, its response

to the American drone strike that
killed Guard Gen. Qassem
Soleimani in Baghdad on Jan. 3.

At the time, Iranian troops
were bracing for a US counter-
strike and appear to have mis-
taken the plane for a missile. Iran,
however, has not acknowledges
that, only saying that after the
ballistic missile attack, its air de-
fense was sulfficiently alert and
had allowed previously sched-
uled air traffic toresume — a ref-
erence to the Ukrainian plane
being allowed to take off from
Tehran. AP

MARKETS, BARS AND RESTAURANTS ARE CROWDED AGAIN

In China, where Covid began life is starting to look normal

JAVIER CHERNANDEZ
AUGUST 23

IN SHANGHAI, restaurants and
bars in many neighbourhoods
are teeming with crowds. In
Beijing, thousands of students are
heading back to campus for the
fall semester. In Wuhan, where
the coronavirus emerged eight
months ago, water parks and
night markets are packed elbow
to elbow, buzzing like before.
While the United States and
much of the world are still strug-
gling to contain the coronavirus
pandemic, life in many parts of
China has in recent weeks be-
come strikingly normal. Cities

have relaxed social distancing
rules and mask mandates, and
crowds are again filling tourist
sites, movie theaters and gyms.
The scenes of revelry stand in
stark contrast to the early days of
the pandemic, when China was
its center and the government
imposed sweeping lockdowns.
Now, after months of travel
restrictions and citywide testing
drives, locally transmitted cases
of the virus in China are near zero,
according to official data. On
Sunday, China reported no new
locally transmitted cases for the
seventh consecutive day.
China’s leaders, hoping to
stimulate the economy, are ea-
ger for people to get back to

police in US

“horrific and deadly incident of
police violence against a Black
person.” Both the ACLU and the
Southern Poverty Law Center
quickly called for an investigation.

Saturday afternoon’s protest
started peacefully, but violence
broke out as night fell — leading
to officers clearing the crowd
with smoke canisters, Trooper
Derek Senegal said.

Officials said at a news con-
ference late Saturday that fire-
works had been shot at buildings
and fires set in the median of a
road where demonstrations had
taken place.

Pak PM aide says
Nawaz Sharif an
absconder, UK
approached for
his extradition

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, LAHORE,
AUGUST 23

THE PAKISTAN government has
declared former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif, currently in
London for treatment, an “ab-
sconder” and approached the UK
government for his extradition.

Adviser to the Prime Minster
on Accountability and Interior
Shahzad Akbar said that Sharif’s
four-week bail on medical
grounds expired in December
last year.

“The government is treating
him (Sharif) as an absconder and
has already sent a request to the
British government to extradite
him,” Akbar was quoted as say-
ing by Dawn News on Saturday.

The 70-year-old three-time
premier, who was sentenced in a
graft case by an accountability
court, informed a court in Lahore
last month that he was unable to
return to the country as his doc-
tors had told him not to go out due
to the coronavirus pandemic.

Akbar said the government
was also looking into the guar-
antees given by Shahbaz Sharif,
who was supposed to escort his
elder brother back to Pakistan af-
ter his medical treatment. PTI

Trump says US could
‘decouple’ and not do
business with China

‘If they don’t treat us right, Iwould certainly do that, he says

JAN WOLFE
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 23

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump,
in a Fox News interview airing
Sunday, raised the possibility of
decoupling the United States’
economy from China, a major
purchaser of American goods.

In a video excerpt, Trump
initially told interviewer Steve
Hilton “we don’t have to” do
business with China, and then
later said about decoupling:
“Well it’s something that if
they don’t treat us right I
would certainly, [ would cer-
tainly do that.”

Trump entered into a high-
stakes trade war with China be-
fore reaching a partial Phase 1
trade deal in January. Trump has
since shut the door on Phase 2
negotiations, saying he was un-
happy with Beijing’s handling of
the pandemic.

In June, Steven Mnuchin,
the United States Treasury
Secretary, said a decoupling of
the US and Chinese economies
will result if American compa-
nies are not allowed to compete
on a fair and level basis in
China’s economy. REUTERS

Trump has shut the door on negotiations for a Phase 2 trade
deal with China, saying he was unhappy with Beijing’s
handling of the pandemic. Reuters

Trump campaign releases ad for
Indian-Americans featuring Modi

Washington: Aiming to woo
Indian-American voters, the
Donald Trump campaign has re-
leased its first video commercial
that includes short clips from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
speeches and Trump’s historicad-
dress in Ahmedabad.

Modi and Trump addressed
a huge crowd in Ahmedabad

In recordings, US
President’s sister says
he ‘has no principles’

JONATHAN LEMIRE
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 23

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump’s
older sister, a former federal
judge, is heard sharply criticising
her brother in a series of record-
ings released Saturday, at one
point saying of the President,
“He has no principles”.

Maryanne Trump Barry was
secretly recorded by her niece,
Mary Trump, who recently re-
leased a book denouncing the
president, “Too Much and Never
Enough: How My Family
Created the World’'s Most
Dangerous Man.” Mary Trump
said Saturday she made the
recordings in 2018 and 2019.

In one recording, Barry, 83,
says she had heard a 2018 inter-
view with her brother on Fox
News in which he suggested
that he would put her on the
border to oversee cases of im-
migrant children separated
from their parents.

“His base,  mean my God, if
you were areligious person, you
want to help people. Not do
this,” Barry says. At another
point she says: “His goddamned
tweet and lying, oh my God.”
She adds: “I'm talking too freely,
but you know. The change of
stories. The lack of preparation.
The lying. Holy s***t.”

Barry can also be heard say-
ing that she guesses that her
brother has never read her opin-
ions on immigration cases.

“What has he read?” Mary
Trump asks her aunt.

Barry responds: “No. He
doesn’tread.”

Revellers at a concert in Chongli, Hebei province, last week. AP

Beijing: China has authorised
emergency usage of Covid-19
vaccines developed by some
select domestic companies, a
Chinese health official has said.

Anemergency use authori-
sation, which is based on
Chinese vaccine management
law, allows unapproved vaccine
candidates to be used among

Nod for emergency vaccine use

people who are at high risk of
gettinginfected. “We've drawn
upaseries of plan packages, in-
cluding medical consent forms,
side-effects monitoring plans,
rescuing plans... to make sure
that the emergency use is well
regulated,” Zheng Zhongwei,
head of China’s vaccine devel-
opment task force, said. PTI

work and start shopping and
travelling again. China still pro-
hibits most foreigners from en-
tering the country, for fear that
they could bring the virus.

While China is not the only
place where restrictions have
eased, the return of some nor-
malcy has become a point of na-
tional pride and fodder for the

country’s vast propaganda ap-
paratus. The state news media
is pointing to the return of large
gatherings and classes as evi-
dence of China’s superior re-

sponse to the virus, especially
compared with the United
States and other Western coun-
tries whose officials are still
struggling with it. NYT

New Delhi

Trump told to pay
$44,100 in Stormy
Daniels legal fees

Los Angeles: A California court
ordered US President Donald
Trump this week to pay
$44,100 in attorney fees to
porn actress Stormy Daniels
to pay for her legal battle over
her effort to cancel a hush
money deal brokered to keep
her quiet about their sexual
relationship adecade ago. The
order in Superior Courtin Los
Angeles determined Daniels
won her lawsuit against
Trump over the agreement
that was signed 11 days be-
fore the 2016 presidential
election. Asa part of thatdeal,
the losing party would pay
the lawyers fees. AP

The recordings were first re-
ported by The Washington Post.
The Associated Press then ob-
tained the recordings.

The recordings came to light
just a day after the late Robert
Trump, brother to Maryanne and
the president, was memorialised
in a service at the White House.
Later, the president was dismis-
sive of the recordings.

“Every day it's somethingelse,
who cares. I miss my brother,and
I'll continue to work hard for the
American people,” Trump said in
a statement. “Not everyone
agrees, but the results are obvious.
Our country will soon be stronger
thanever before.” AP

during the US President’s visit to
India in February this year.

“America enjoys a great rela-
tionship with India and our cam-
paign enjoys great support from
Indian-Americans!” Kimberly
Guilfoyle, national chair of Trump
Victory Finance Committee, said
in a tweet releasing the video
commercial. PTI

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi

US House passes
Bill to reverse
changes blamed
for mail delays

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 23

WITH HEATED debate over mail
delays, the House approved leg-
islation in a rare Saturday session
that would reverse recent
changes in US Postal Service op-
erations and send $25 billion to
shore up the agency ahead of the
November election.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi re-
called lawmakers to Washington
over objections from
Republicans dismissing the ac-
tionasa stunt. President Donald
Trump urged a no vote, includ-
ing in a Saturday tweet, railing
against mail-in ballots expected
tosurge in the Covid-19 crisis. He
has said he wants to block extra
funds to the Postal Service.

“Don’t pay any attention to
what the president is saying,
because it is all designed to
suppress the vote,” Pelosi said
at the Capitol.

The daylong session came
as an uproar over mail disrup-
tions puts the Postal Service at
the centre of the nation’s tu-
multuous election year.
Millions of people are expected
to opt for mail-in ballots to
avoid polling places during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Former London home of
Maharaja Duleep Singh’s
son goes on sale for £15.5m

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, AUGUST 23

A SPRAWLING mansion in the
heart of London which was the
former family home of Maharaja
Duleep Singh's son, Prince Victor
Albert Jay Duleep Singh, has
gone on sale with a price tag of
15.5 million pounds.

Duleep Singh, as Maharaja
Ranjeet Singh's youngest son,
was the last Maharaja of the Sikh
Empire including Lahore in the
19th century until he was exiled
to England when his empire
came under the British Raj.

His son, Prince Victor, was
bornin Londonin 1866 and was
taken under the wing of Queen

Victoria as his godmother.
Many years later when he
caused a stir in English society
with his mixed-race marriage to
Lady Anne Coventry, the daugh-
ter of the 9th Earl of Coventry, the
Britishauthorities leased a “grace-
and-favour” mansionin The Little
Boltons area of south-west
Kensington to the newly married
coupleas theirnew marital home.
“This substantial former
grace-and-favour home of the ex-
iled Crown Prince of Lahore has
been designed to provide excel-
lent proportions and benefits
from high ceilings, large living
spaces and a 52-ft rear garden,”
said Jeremy Gee, Managing
Director of Beauchamp Estates,
which is organising the sale. PTI
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MARKET WATCH
FPIs INVEST 41,330 CR IN AUG SO FAR

New Delhi: Overseas investors have put in Rs 41,330 crore in
Indian markets on net basis in August so far as the excess liquidity
in global markets found its way to emerging markets like India,
according to depositories data. PTI

AUDIT FIRMS AVOIDING INDUSTRIES SUCH AS REAL ESTATE, JEWELLERY, NBFCs

Greater scrutiny, lack of procedural
clarity turn auditors wary of some clients

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

@ KEY POINTS

TOP AUDITS firms and audit pro-
fessionals are concerned about
lack of clarity on appropriate au-
diting procedures and dispro-
portionate punishments for au-
ditors in the wake of increased
scrutiny on the profession after
major corporate collapses, such
as that of IL&FS. The National
Financial Reporting Authority
(NFRA)recently barred three au-
ditors for their role in auditing
IL&FS Financial Services (IFIN) in
FY18 for terms ranging from five
to seven years, including former
CEO of Deloitte Haskins and Sells
Udayan Sen.

The NFRA s also considering
initiating disciplinary action
against audit firm BSR & Co, af-
ter concluding in an audit quality
review report that the firm did
not follow standards of account-
ing while issuing and audit re-
port for IFIN for financial year
2017-18.

Veteran auditors at top audit
firms said there was a sense of
uncertainty among auditors on
procedural expectations from
regulators. “There is a serious

The NFRA recently

barred three auditors for
their role in auditing IFIN
inFY18 for terms ranging
from five to seven years,
including former CEO of
Deloitte Haskins and Sells
Udayan Sen

Veteran auditors said

there was a sense of un-
certainty among auditors
on procedural expecta-
tions from regulators

Firms are being more

carefulin selecting
clients and are avoiding
clients from certain
industries considered to
be at highrisk for default,
or likely to have multiple
layers of transactions for
which auditevidence is
unlikely to be available

concern and uncertainty across
the audit profession as recent or-
ders by the NFRA have set new
expectations and interpreted

412 infra projects show cost
overruns of ¥4.11 lakh crore

As many as 412 infrastructure projects have been hit by
cost overruns of over ¥4.11 lakh crore owing to delays and
other reasons, the latest MoSPI report for June 2020 said

'I 68 Total projects
) worth ¥150 crore

and above monitored by the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation

(MoSPI)

97 Projects whose neither
year of commissioning

nor tentative gestation period

has been reported

¥20,65,336.20crore:
Total original cost of
implementation of the 1,683
projects

¥24,77,167.67 crore:
Anticipated cost of
implementation of all projects

¥4,11,831.47 crore:
Overall cost overruns, i.e. 19.94
per cent of original cost

¥11,21,435.29 crore:
Expenditure incurred on all
projects till June 2020, 45.27
per cent of anticipated cost
Source: MoSPI/PTI

471: Number of projects that
reported time escalation, of
which

127:
delayed by one to 12 months

delayed by 13 to 24 months

—
N
~N

delayed by 25 to 60 months

delayed by 61 months and
above

43.34 months: Average time
overrun of all projects

—— BRIEFLY —

FTAs:Norms
1

toenforce ‘rules

. g
of origin
New Delhi: The Department
of Revenue has notified the
‘Customs (Administration of
Rules of Origin under Trade
Agreements) Rules, 2020’
for enforcement of ‘rules of
origin’ provisions for allow-
ing preferential rate of cus-

toms duties on productsim-
ported under FTAs.

‘Don’treadtoo
muchinto

greenshoots’

New Delhi: Calling ‘green
shoots’ of economic revival
as a mechanical rebound,
former Reserve Bank
Governor D Subbarao says
India’s short and medium
term growth prospects con-
tinue to remain grim. PTI

TikTokto
challenge
Trump’sorder

Bengaluru: TikTok said on
Saturday it plans to file a
lawsuit on Monday against
President Donald Trump’s
executive order prohibiting
transactions with the short
video app and its parent
ByteDance. REUTERS

compliance with laws and stan-
dards in what some profession-
als believe is different from the
past without first setting out ex-
pectations and holding the pro-
fession accountable to the new
NFRA expectations,” said PR
Ramesh, former chairman, and
partner at Deloitte India.

Citing an example of the lack
of clarity on procedure, Ramesh
said that auditors had long
sought clarification from regula-
tors on what qualified as man-
agement services which they are
notallowed to provide to clients,
an issue which has cropped up
inone of the recent orders by the
NFRA barring an auditor for
seven years. He noted that the
NFRA has classified certain advi-
sory services as management
services in recent orders, which
was not in line with interna-
tional standards.

“Professionals have thus far
been following what is laid out
by the ICAI (Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India),
the IAASB (International
Auditing and Assurance
Standards Board), and the QRB
(Quality Review Board).
Professional bodies globally and
inIndia have not found anything

seriously wrong in these proce-
dures to which the NFRA has
now objected,” said Ramesh,
who is also a member of the
committee on enhancing audit
independence formed by the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs.

Sudhir Soni, national director
and partner—assurance services,
SR Batliboi & Co, said that audi-
tors were concerned about the
possibility of the imposition of
disproportionate penalties by
regulators.

“There is an issue of propor-
tionality of liability. While an en-
terprise being audited may be li-
able to pay a penalty oris able to
compound its offence, the audi-
tor could be barred from provid-
ing audit services leading to
large-scale disruption for its
other clients and for employees
of the audit firm,” said Soni.

He suggested that regulators
consider penalties, such as in-
creased supervision of firms and
restrictions of new clients and fi-
nancial penalties based on the
fees charged by auditors, unless
an auditor is proven to be com-
plicitin fraud.

Audit firms are being more
careful in selecting clients and
are avoiding taking clients from

certain industries that are con-
sidered to be at high risk for de-
fault, or likely to have multiple
layers of transactions for which
audit evidence is unlikely to be
available.

“There is an enhanced focus
on diligence while accepting a
client for the purposes of audit.
Auditors certainly do not intend
to work with anyone having gov-
ernance issues and hidden agen-
das,” said Kaushal Kishore, part-
ner at BSR & Co.

Kishore and other experts
also noted there was a gap be-
tween stakeholder expectations
and what a statutory audit en-
tails. “Auditors are working un-
der an audit framework and not
aninvestigative framework.Ina
normal circumstance, identify-
ing fraud is not an auditor’s re-
sponsibility, unless there isanin-
dication of fraud based on
normal diligence,” said Kishore.

Another senior auditor, who
did not wish to be quoted, said
thatauditors were avoiding tak-
ing clients from industries such
as real estate, gems and jew-
ellery and NBFCs as these clients
were perceived to be high risk.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

India’s burgeoning omnichannel
space to see more competition with
Tata Group’s planned super app

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

INDIA’S SUPER app battle —
which currently has companies
like Reliance Jio, Amazon, Paytm,
Flipkart Group — is expected to
see a new entrant in Tata Group
which is chalking up plans to
launch an omnichannel digital
platform bringing togetherits var-
ious consumer businesses.

“It will be a super app, a lot of
appsinappsandsoon... Wehave
avery bigopportunity ... The Tata
Group, depending upon how you
count, touches several hundred
millions of consumers in India, if
you take consumers who are
walking ineveryday intoaTata fa-
cility ... How do we give a simple
online experience connecting all
of this, and at the same time a
beautiful omnichannel experi-
ence? Thatis the vision,” Tata Sons
chairmanN Chandrasekaran was
quoted as saying by the Financial
Times newspaper.

While details of Tata Group’s
super app have not emerged,
sourcesindicated that the service
could be developed by the group’s
newly formed entity Tata Digital.

Among the goals of Tata
Digital, which was incorporated
lastyear, is “building a world-class
platform out of India to serve the

Under scanner of probe agencies, Sterling Group
yet to be named wilful defaulter by many banks

GEORGEMATHEW &
KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI,AUGUST 23

THE SLOW pace in the recovery
ofloans has come to the spotlight
with some banks not reporting
the wilful default by Gujarat-
based Sterling Group to creditin-
formation companies (CICs).

Sterling Group is one of the
largest corporate loan defaults in-
volving aboutRs 15,600 crore. The
number will go up if the amount
claimed by operational creditors
is taken into account. Banks are
required to file details of all de-
faults to CICs under the CIC
(Regulation) Act. While many
banks including Bank of India and
IDBI Bank have declared the ac-
count as wilful defaults, some
banks have not done so even af-
ter six-seven years.

When the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) took up the matter
withIndian Overseas Bank (IOB),
thelatter informed it had initiated
action for classifying the account
as wilful defaulter but had kept
the same in abeyance due to re-
ceipt of a one-time settlement
(OTS) proposal. The borrower had
not paid the amount fully to the
bank and had filed an appeal be-

fore the Supreme Court seeking
extension of time, on which or-
ders are awaited, the RBI said in
anRTIdisclosure dated August 13.

The RBI and the Sterling
Group did not respond to emails
sent by The Indian Express.

As per the RBI, the matter was
taken up with the bank (Punjab
National Bank) vide email dated
June 10, 2020, but due to incon-
sistency in the bank’s reply, clari-
fication has been sought from the
bank. The final status in the mat-
ter will be communicated once
the response from the bank s re-
ceived, the RBI said in the RTI re-
ply to Capt Sukhpal Singh.

In the case of Bank of Baroda
(BoB), the RBI said “the complaint
had been taken up with BoB and
is under process.” Andhra Bank
(now merged with Union Bank),
BoB and State Bank of India (SBI)
have claimed they are parallelly
pursuing a compromise settle-
ment offer made by the group for
settlement of duesin all the group
accounts. Banks have now said
they are planning to take the
group to the Debt Recovery
Tribunal (DRT) for recovery of
funds and simultaneously, con-
sider an OTS at a huge discount.

According to Union Bank, it is
inthe process of filing asuitin the

AGR dues from telcos: Spectrum
value erodes, govt on a sticky wicket

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

WHICHEVER WAY the adjusted
gross revenue (AGR) case con-
cerning telcos goes, the ultimate
loser will be the government. This
is because the value of spectrum
which is currently with the tele-
comoperators — their mainasset,
of course on lease from the gov-
ernment - has diminished.

If an operator like Vodafone
Idea (VIL) does not get to pay its
AGRduesof Rs 58,000 croreinde-
ferred installments of 15-20 years
asithas sought,itmay have tofile
for bankruptcy and then the
Centre stands to lose over Rs 2
lakh crore. The value of liberalised
spectrumwith VILcurrently — for

the balance licence period —
stands at around Rs 98,206 crore
based on the latest reserve price
worked out by the Telecom Regul-
atory Authority of India (Trai) for
the next round of auctions.

VIL owes the Department of
Telecommunications  (DoT)
around Rs 2,45,934 crore if all of
itsduesare taken into account. Its
dues on account of deferred in-
stallments for spectrumit bought
in various auctions is Rs 1,82,222
crore, This amount is payable till
2036.Further, its dues onaccount
of one-time spectrum charge is
around Rs 5,712 crore. Add to this
the Rs 58,000 crore of AGR dues.

The Trai and DoT have largely
been at fault for the situation
where the Centre cannot cover its
dues with the spectrum the telcos

Businesses to get GST
registration within 3 days
with Aadhaar authentication

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

BUSINESSES WHICH will provide
Aadhaar number while applying
for registration under the Goods
and Services Tax will get the ap-
proval in three working days.
The Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) last
week notified Aadhaar authenti-
cation for GST registration with

effect from August 21, 2020.

The notification also provides
that in case businesses do not
provide Aadhaar number, then
GST registration would be
granted only after physical verifi-
cation of the place of business.

Finance Ministry sources said
the GST Council inits 39th meet-
ing held on March 14, 2020, had
approved operationalisation of
Aadhaar authentication for new
taxpayers.

have.Evenif the DoT gets back the
spectrum from insolvent telcos
like Reliance Communications
(RCom)and Aircel, asitis arguing
in the Supreme Court, it won't be
able torecover its AGR dues.

For instance, the AGR dues of
RCom is around Rs 26,000 crore
and the value of its spectrum
based onits remaining licence pe-
riod is Rs 12,983 crore. Similarly,
the AGRdues of AircelisRs 12,389
croreand the value of its spectrum
is Rs 4,965 crore. Even if DoT gets
back the spectrum it will have to
put it up for auction to recover its
dues. Here, since the timing of
auctions which remain uncertain
because of the poor financial
health of the operators, the value
of spectrum would only further
diminish. FE

DRT against the guarantors and
borrowers for recovering dues to
Andhra Bank and consortium
banks. Andhra Bank earlier initi-
ated insolvency proceedings
against the company and
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) permitted OTS, the bank
said inits RTI reply.

The promoters of the group
Nitin and Chetan Sandesara, who
are believed to be abroad, have
come under the scanner of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) for
alleged money laundering of Rs
14,500 crore.

Last year, the ED filed its
chargesheet in the case and al-
leged that loan funds were di-
verted for non-mandated pur-
poses, layered and laundered
through a web of multiple do-
mesticas well as offshore entities.

The agency alleged that the
Sandesaras used their employees’
names and incorporated 249 do-
mesticand 96 offshore shell com-
panies. According to the ED, the
group was engaged in round-trip-
ping of SBLC funds to the tune of
Rs 4,500 crore by violating condi-
tions laid by the RBI while sanc-
tioning the loan.

The Central Bureau of Invest-
igation too has booked Sterling
Biotech, its directors Sandesara

brothers, Dipti Chetan Sandesara
and a few others in connection
with an alleged Rs 8,100 crore
bank fraud case. The OTS amount
received from promoters is Rs
204 crore till date. “This is a pit-
tance and it raises doubts about
the seriousness and willingness
of the borrower to repay the de-
positors money,” said a banker
who requested anonymity.

Interestingly, banks have not
made any effort till date to exer-
cise their first ranking charge on
the oil consignments from
Sterling’s Nigerian oil firm
SEEPCO to India. As per the RTI
disclosure, Andhra Bank has not
seized any oil shipments coming
from SEEPCO, Nigeria to India.
Although earlier loans remained
unpaid to the consortium of
lenders led by SBI, two guarantees
were offered to SEEPCO so that it
could borrow from overseas.

So far, the ED has attached
Indian and overseas assets worth
Rs 9,778 crore of the Sandesaras.
ADelhi courtis scheduled to hear
the ED’s pleato declare Sandesara
brothers fugitive economic of-
fenders. In the last two months,
the agency questioned senior
Congress leader Ahmed Patel
three times in connection withits
cases against the brothers.

‘Cost of new export
scheme to far exceed NITI
estimate of 10,000 cr/yr’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 23

THE OUTLAY for a key scheme,
under which exporters will be re-
imbursed for allembedded taxes
paid on inputs consumed in out-
bound shipments, could be
“much higher” than the NITI
Aayog’s much-curtailed estimate
of Rs 10,000 crore a year, GK Pillai,
former commerce and home sec-
retary, who now heads a panel to
fix the refund rates, told FE.
Although Pillai refrained from
offering a precise estimate of the
allocation under the Remission of
Duties and Taxes on Exported
Products (RoDTEP) scheme, he

said the commiittee’s intention is
not to leave out any event that
causes tax content in exports. All
the imposts that are not sub-
sumed by the goods and services
tax (GST) will be built into the
RoDTEPrates, ina potential relief
for exporters battered by the pan-
demic.

The government had envis-
aged an annual allocation of
about Rs 50,000 crore under the
RoDTEP scheme to make exports
zero-rated. This new schemeis to
replace the extant Merchandise
Export from India Scheme - un-
der which exporters were
granted benefits worth about Rs
45,000 crore in FY20 -- from
January 2021. FE

While details of the app
have not emerged,
sources said it could be
made by Tata Group’s
new entity Tata Digital

Indian consumer”. The Tata Group
houses various consumer firms
under its umbrella, including in
segments suchas groceries, multi-
brand retail stores, airlines, hospi-
tality, watches and jewellery, elec-
tronics, lifestyle, food and
beverages, satellite television, con-
sumer finance, among others.
These include brands such as Tata
CLiQ, Starbucks, Westside, Croma,
Star Bazar, Tata Sampann, Vistara,
Titan, Tanishq, Zara, TataSky and
TajHotels. Ane-mail query sent to
Tata Sons seeking details of the
proposed super app did not elicit
aresponse.

The super app concept first
emerged in China and southeast
Asia where internet companies
like WeChat, GoJek, Grab lever-
aged the opportunity of customer
traffic on their platforms that orig-
inally came for social media and
communication need by offering
these customers additional serv-
ices such as shopping, payments,
cab booking, food services, etc.

This led toincreased revenue real-
isation for these companies.

In India, Paytm, Flipkart Gro-
up-owned PhonePe and RJio are
evolving into super apps. Accor-
dingto consultancy firm RedSeer,
acountry oraregionbecomes su-
perapp-ready whenits large base
of the population is smartphone
first instead of desktop and the
ecosystem of apps customised to
local needs is not evolved.

Super apps mainly serve as a
one-stop shop fora wide range of
products and services, and apps
like WeChat and GoJek bundle to-
gether these services on a single
platform to offer a uniform user
experience to their users for a va-
riety of products and services. In
addition to increased revenue re-
alisation, a superappalso gives the
company vast amount of cus-
tomer data, which can be har-
vested to tailor consumer experi-
ences and offerings.

Currently, in India, Reliance
Industries s offering a bouquet of
services ranging from content
streaming, shopping, payments,
messaging, games, cloud services,
etc under its Jio umbrella.
PhonePe has gone for a brown-
field approach by tying up with
companies like Swiggy, Ola, Grof-
ers, AJio, Decathlon, Delhi Metro,
booking.com, etc to offer these
services from withinits own app.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAWSUIT

Why TCS has been
ordered to pay US-based
Epic Systems $140 mn

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

AUS appeals court on Friday up-
held compensatory damages of
$140 million against Tata Consul-
tancy Services (TCS) in an intel-
lectual property lawsuit filed by
Epic Systems. The Wisconsin-
based company had claimed that
TCS employees had
stolen trade secrets
belonging to the
company  while
working on one of its
project.

EXPLAINED

Whatis the case
against TCS?

In 2014, TCS and its subsidiary
Tata America International
Corporation were hired by Epic
Systems to help set up its systems
at a medical facility in Portland,
US. In October that year, Epic
Systems alleged that TCS employ-
ees who were working on site at
the hospital had unlawfully
gained knowledge of trade se-
crets and intellectual properties
of the former. Based on the infor-
mationallegedly stolen by its em-
ployees, TCS built another soft-
ware which was a ‘rip off’ of the
original software, Epic alleged.
The company also dragged TCSto
courts for stealing intellectual
property.

In April 2016, a Wisconsin
court ruled that TCS would have
to pay $240 million to Epic for
“ripping off” the software and a
further $700 million in punitive
damages. The costs imposed on
TCSwere cut initially to $420 mil-
liondollars. On Friday, the appeals
court upheld compensatory
damage cost of $140 million im-
posed on TCS but asked the lower
court to reconsider the punitive
damage cost of $280 million im-
posed on the Indian IT company.

Whatare intellectual property
rights in the US?

The US Department of State
has its own intellectual property
(IP) enforcement agency which
ensures the IP rights of US-based
companies are protected across

the globe. The agency seeks tode-
ter access to counterfeit and pi-
rated goods that can harm con-
sumers, ensure that the interests
of American IP rights holders are
protected abroad and promote IP
protection and enforcementas vi-
tal for economic development.
Apart from this, the United
States Patents and Trademarks
Office is also tasked with protec-
tion of intellectual
property rights of in-
dividuals and com-
panies as well as
trade secrets of firms.
Any violation of
either IP rights or
. trade secrets of US
companies canresult
inawarding of punitive damages,
as well as seizure of properties of
the company which isaccused of
stealing those rights or secrets. All
such materials, whether physical
or software, seized by agencies
thenremain in the custody of the
court until the matter is decided.

Are there other cases
against TCS?

Though TCS has maintained
thatthe case filed against it has no
material proof and that it did not
“misuse or derive any benefit
from downloaded documents
from Epic System”, other compa-
nies for which TCS has worked
have also approached courts with
similar claims. In 2019, another
software company Computer
Sciences Corp (CSC) took TCSand
itsUS subsidiary to court for steal-
ing trademarks and other intel-
lectual property software.

What next for TCS?

TCS canstillappeal its case be-
fore higher courts and presentits
claim on why its software is not
similar to that of Epic Systems. It
has, in the past, said that it re-
spects the IP rights of the clients
and partners it works with and
has no tolerance for any infringe-
ment. However, if the higher
courts also rule against TCS, the
company may face problems
with its US projects going ahead.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Local lockdowns, low industrial activity push Jul fuel consumption down

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

THE RECOVERY of diesel and
petrol consumption in India to
pre-COVID levels slowed in July
on the back of lower demand
due to state-level lockdowns,
low industrial activity and re-
duced movement of private ve-
hicles, according to a report by
the Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC).

The consumption of diesel
fell 19.3 per cent to 5.5 million
metric tonnes (MMT), as against
6.8 MMT in July 2019 and down

The consumption of ATF also remained subdued at
233 TMT in July, down 64.5% from consumption of

658 TMT in July 2019

12.7 per cent from June 2020,
signalling a slowdown in the re-
covery of diesel consumption to
pre-COVID levels. The recovery
of petrol consumption too
slowed in July with consumption
of around 2.3 MMT, the same as
in June but down 10.3 per cent
from consumption of 2.5 MMT
inJuly 2019.

The consumption of diesel
hit alow of 3.3 MMT and that of

petrol fell below 1 MMT this
April,as aresult of the lockdown
to curb the spread of COVID-19.

A PPAC release said
“Weekend lockdowns and other
restrictions imposed by state
and district administrations to
curtail the spread of COVID-19
has affected the consumption of
HSD (High Speed Diesel),” not-
ing that the industry was oper-
ating at only around 70-80 per

New Delhi

cent of capacity due to subdued
demand.

Petrol consumption was ad-
versely affected by low demand
inurban areas, which were more
impacted by the spread of
COVID. Rural demand was the
key propeller of consumption of
both diesel and petrol, with agri-
cultural activity driving diesel
consumption.

The PPAC noted that move-
ment of vehicles had reduced
significantly with many people
working from home, and
schools, colleges and recre-
ational activities being closed.
Weekend lockdowns by local au-

thorities, as well as generally low
levels of travel on weekends
were also key reasons behind
low petrol consumption.

The consumption of aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) also remained
subdued at 233 thousand met-
ric tonnes (TMT) in July, down
64.5 per cent from consumption
of 658 TMT in July 2019.

The PPAC noted that travel-
ers were only taking unavoid-
able trips and that measures by
state governments to curb the
spread of the coronavirus dis-
ease had resulted in a modera-
tion in the growth of domestic
flights.
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CROSSWORD 4205

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

ACROSS Down
1 Loveless sailor staggers round 2 Poison counter
bars (5) (8)
8 Fabric produced only when 3 Lionand mule collapsed on
ready money is shown first (8) the floor (8)
9 Putup with being unseated? 4 Top style musical party
() (6)
10 Garbledreportigetonacityin 5 Sound of fire in the channel
Africa(8) (5)
11 He hasreached his majority - 6 Feature of barley may be used
and is in the majority (5) to make bread (5)
12 Ileave the earth for the sun(3) 7 Kingsize is unusually large
16 Tried corporal punishment - (5)
didn’t work (6) 12 Hitaball right up. Heavens!
17 Unwilling to make up a piece 3)
of poetry (6) 13 Ingeneral,awise rule
18 Go unsteadily in the reverse 3)
direction (3) 14 Take over pilot(8)
23 Buyanotherdrink? It’sa 15 Hekillsacouple of fools in the
pleasure! (5) end(8)
24 Shoes are in order for the 19 Stop translating Sartre
beach(8) (6)
25 Anasty accident on the tennis 20 Ateamapart(5)
court?(5) 21 Heartbroken lover’s converse
26 One challenged perhaps to (5)

22 It's said to be cold in the
country (5)

have a second helping (8)
27 Being stupid [ upset Anne (5)

Solutions Crossword 4204: Across: 1 Admonition, 6 Race, 10 Aesop, 11 Chaingang,
12 Well well, 13 Cadet, 15 Regards, 17 Science, 19 Scratch, 21 Renewal, 22 Attic, 24
Assailed, 27 Ebullient, 28 Paste, 29 Nest, 30 Polo player. Down: 1 Ajar, 2 Messenger,
3Nepal, 4 Tickets, 5 Oracles, 7 Award, 8 Eight bells, 9 Inaction, 14 Crustacean, 16
Reticule, 18 New Jersey, 20 Heave to, 21 Risotto, 23 Tours, 25 Impel, 26 Rear.
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

v, et | o FREAL Y  Toow WE 4o | | ow FELL Y THEN T TRIED HELL, BALMHEING
((:f,'--h HAPPEHED OER# MNUTES T ALY 1 o RAM HE THREES A LMTLE

‘-.k\'.I::- ¥ags 2= SUBE IT TI:-TUI_; CAER T TS 0T =~ PRERCTVCE

- | POMNT WHERE § |: kI WE

{ TURT CHRM, CRAD TR O, | Iw LR T [ ¥ HENE
q""u'::,.-' ! BTy LE A THEM 0T 1 BE pnE ! A BIFLED Wil
TRIED To i Tn) SHOGT TP

E

I
AN

¢ G,

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

BITSY, YOU ARE MEVER
GOINGE TQ FET THE
HAMEG OF SCAakL
TS TAMNCIMGFT

B g e s mesd v

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Given that the

@ emphasis of your
solar chartis on

unrestricted pleasure, you

should try to keep routine and
minimum. At work, how about

a spot of day dreaming? You

up with the answer to a long-

running problem.
The very fact that

@ the Moon is making
alignment with your

sign means that, symbolically

feet. You can do yourself a great
deal of good by using every
self-confidence.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
behaviour will be
quite out of

you will be inclined to keep

your feelings to yourself, at

will be the change during

the day however that, by

your watchword.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
reputation for being
among the most

inhabitants of the cosmos,

and today’s inspired Sun-
your expectations to a new
peak. Only if you are

will you run the risk

of disappointment.

The one plain and

@ simple fact is that
enjoying planetary

influences which are more

DAY TODAY
overwhelming
self-indulgence and
bothersome chores toa
never know you might come
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
such a particular
speaking, the world lies at your
trick in the book to boost your
To some extent your
@ character, in that
least until lunchtime. Such
evening, indiscretion will be
You have a
@ romantic
Neptune alignment will bring
completely unrealistic
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
your sign is now
buoyant, optimistic and good

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

You can think the

@ pay alittle more
attention than usual

far as they concern other

people. Fortunately, any fears
to be no more than the vague
stirrings of your too

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You will be obliged

@ notice of good
advice, evenifitis

to hear. There is really no

doubt about that, but you may
unlimited flexibility when it
comes to putting your plans
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Pain is usually
9 pleasure and,

having dealt with
tasks, you will be free to enjoy
the fruits of your success. In
like a miniature version of
the good life: work hard this
this afternoon.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
build-up to the next
major lunar pattern,

significance which will enable

you to embark on significant
you feel important, it should,
for you will have a chance to
your community.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
not a good tool for
monitoring

being, but right now we can

conclude that your very

unthinkable, but do
to financial affairs, especially as
or worries may now turn out
vivid imagination.

to take serious
not exactly what you wanted
find that there is almost
into action.

followed by
purely routine and unexciting
many ways today should be
morning and relax

You are now in the
@ anevent of deep
new initiatives. If this makes
take a prominent role in

Your solar chartis
@ physical well-
sensitivity makes this a

hearted than any since atleast ~ perfect moment to move in
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s - — 1992, if not a great deal longer.  and take whatever steps are
Instructions b, & 3 o - - Do yourselfafavourandavoid  necessary in terms of diet or
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, g I = o 5 e (T 532094 utterly unnecessary and exercise to boost your fitness.
::: ;is;%’ece::if\;er i::a::z:elo-w. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them toget o every digit fro'm 1t09 E a, | H i g - g 411 E 2 3 5 8 pointless confrontations. PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
grenau r— | mustappearineachofthe 3 d D VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) Work hard and pla
Di jonis hange of knowledge; an__ hange ofig . . . 2la'4d 8|71 8 3 P play
-Robert Quillen(8) (q\_l nine vertical columns, in B 4 5 B g 35 ! It's not always easy hard seems to be
each of the nine horizontal L1 S 2Bl 144|679 to broaden your the message
EGLAE EPRYNU D rowsandin each of the E a i g s : : horizons, but you ¥ coming from your
- X nine boxes. 7] 4 1398 Tie | 1205 could have a go. celestial alignments. A
(@) . Consider the ethical and moral determined Moon will enable
() ! ﬁ 4 5 g 198 94 9fa 4 :3 issues of your actions, and you, as a Piscean, to put your
BIURT EERRGM - ) DifficultyLevel g 7 o 2431589 1|5 8:7 checkoutall an’d any overseas point across with greater
75} — . == } 5 = - implications. It's a good certainty than usual. Your
SN ERPEIERp 712 119 -] g1 : 5 4 E 719232 moment to finalise travel imagination is now in top gear
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; o glg Tl s 5481 arrangements, and spiritually and relations could be
) 5s=VeryHard; 6s = 3 4 i | (7)) | [ it's a time to grow. mightily impressed.
UR[[INQ) 11240y - "dueIous! .
J0 a8uedXa Ue JudNSIe ue :9FPAJMOD] JO IJUBYIXS UE ST UOISSNISI( :19MSUY Genius
YIDYAN ‘AINNAd LIMNYE IOV :NOLLOTOS
Head Office, Star House 1, Risk Management Department, _R A
New Okhla Industrial Development Authority MOTICE Information Security Cell, 3rd Floor, East Wing, WESTERN ILWAY

Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida - 201301 (U.P.)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from firms/contractors registered with UPLC
Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and
same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The
details and conditions of all tenders are available on NOIDA
Authority’s official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
https://etender.up.nic.in . Please ensure to see these websites for any
changes/ amendments & corrigendum etc.

S.No.| Job no/Work name

1. |77/D(H)/DD(H)-1/2020-21, D/o RSP
(PIf of special art work on underpass
sector-18). Noida

2. |79/D(H)/DD(H)-1/2020-21, D/o Parks
(P/f of special art work at Sector-14A Entery
Point). Noida

3. |138/D(H)/DD(H)-11/2020-21, D/o Parks
(PIf of special art work at Shilp Hatt in
sector-33A). Noida

Which can be uploaded by date 31/08/2020 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-
qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date 01/09/2020 at 11.00AM.

Office Director (Hort.)
Sector-39 Noida

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

ANOHRA PRADESH INTEGRATED IRRIGATION
AND AGRIGULTURE TRANSFORMATION PROJELT

Amount

Cost
Rs. 44.28 Lacs

Cost
Rs. 25.33 Lacs

Cost
Rs. 37.13 Lacs

{Workd Bank Aided Project)

Requesl fov Btz (Natiomal Com
Tenider baglice: M0 S20000-F 1, Dakerd; |7 08 000,

Ihe Superinlesding Enginesr, mgatan Croie, Chitkoor Disyic, Pin Coda
S, Andhrs Pradesh insites Bids fam e intending Biddess 1or
various wais ol 1) ehabilitalozn of Meagasamudram tanh Cascada
W0 i Rngasanmodrarn Yillage in Ghitloss mamlal i Chitloe Ceshel
R 12300 akhis, 2} RBedahilitadion of Bogila Ghoternn Gaseade Bo 07 in
Enchanda vilage in Chillnor mangdal in Ghitlnos isine] - Bs WLE0 Iashs,
J) Hehabilitation of Mpuye Chenpanma Cheruyu Sindependent] in
P¥ellampale willage in Irals mandz in Chitioor Disbict - Ha A48 Lzkhs,
1) Rehabililalsen of Mahadevamangalam fack [Indépendanli in
Kahmlersengalam vikge in G0 Nelee mandal & Chilfor Diskric]
Fs. 3640 lakhs, 5) BEehahildation of Yeora Raghava roddy chigs
lndegantant] in Futramads willags i rala mandz® in Chitioor Distict
- Fa. b6 .80 leahs. 6 Rehabilitatnn of Maraganli 1ank Cascede Mo in
Haragallu willage in Gudipala mesdal in Chitler Dabicl - Re 19930
lakhs, 71 Relishillalion of Charavakamipalli Cascade No L9 in
Ermgivargalli village in Pennmuaa mandad ol Chillor Dl - Bs 1457
lakhs, B Behabititation of Bangarakks Chernvn Cascade So L0 in
wasanthaporam O] in Gudinzdaifd) in Chitkoor Hsticl - Hs 04050 1zkhs,
T Pehatet alion ol Pedda cherim Relapa®s ndepesdaal) in Malkpalle
village in GD.Nere mandal in Chilloor Dastec? - B2 7173 laahs,
1405 Bbabsilitation of Bl chesneaindepessdinl) in Merssihugieta (¥ in
Falakad (M of Chitios Districs- A5 155,70 loshs, 111 Aehatditation ol
Gumma Samudram {ank in Ewrgaavalakota willape in Matakalacherinu
mandat af Chitboor Disbrict - Hs 9320 lekhs, 121 Rehabdlitalian ol
Basyappu Reddveri Chesuva (Ingdepatdent ) m Guidora W) &= Kbkl
of Clhafloor Disticl - Bs T4 60 Rakdes and 130 Rehabiliation of Vessagea
therinan Cascay 20 o Saimadogu () in Guresemkonl= af Chiltar
Castncl- Rs 5600 lashs ndes “dndern Pradesh Intezrated imigation and
dgriculfure Transformalion Frofect (&2 18TF1 from BF 20008 2050 to
[: 30.0%. 2030 updn 045,04 P,
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E-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tender No. 2020/WP/Mech/BSL/ROH/
WT-09 (Open), e-Tender (open) are invited
on behalf of the President of India with
following details.

1. Name of the work with its location :
"Composite Work (Civil, Electrical &

concrete flooring, Track Work, Electrification
and illumination works, Procurement and
commissioning of specified Mechanical
Machineries & Plant and other associated
Civil & Electrical works in connection with
"Augmentation of ROH capacity and
improvement of existing maintenance
facilities and infrastructure of ROH depot at
Bhusawal, Central Railway." 2. Approximate
cost of the work : ¥23,96,44,496.99, 3.
Earnest Money to be deposited :
%13,48,200/-, 4. Date & Time for closing of
e-tender : 21.09.2020 up to 13.00 hrs. 5.
Website particulars and notice board
location where complete details of tender
can be seen and downloaded : Tender can
only be down loaded and Bided from IREPS
website : www.ireps.gov.in. For any other
information please contact office of Chief
Mechanical Engineer/Workshop Projects,
Indian Railways, Chamber Bhawan, 3rd
floor (Mech. Deptt.), J.C. Road, Patna -
800001

Chief Mechanical Engineer/WP/
ECR/Patna

PR/0548/WPO/Mech/T/20-21/40

C-5 - G Block, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East),
Mumbai 400 051.
Email: security.information@bankofindia.co.in.

Tender Notice
Bank of India invites response to REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) for Empanelment of
Information Security and Audit Service Providers [ISASPs] Particularly for Information
Security Cell [ISC] & Information Systems Audit Cell [ISAC] and for other departments on
need base, through online e-Tendering process @ www.mstcecommerce.com, MSTC Ltd.
(A Government of India Enterprise).
Last date for submission of response to RFP: 21-09-2020 by 3.00 pm.
Full details are available on the Bank's Corporate Website: www.bankofindia.co.in under
“Tender” Section from 24.08.2020.
Amendments/ Corrigendum, if any, will be published through MSTC portal only.

<« BRIDGE & ROOF CO. (INDIA] ETD.
=T

oo {A GOVERNMENE OF INOIA ENTERPATEE]

Relationshiip beyond Ganking

— CTH Bz, L7000 LR I0E DA A6
“EAMEARUL CENTRES HFH & STH FLOGR), 9, BUSSEL STREET, Ki-T1

HOTICE INYITING e-EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (e-EOl}

o-TEMDER N BER § HO T NEW JOB f Ecd | 04

Applicadians Tor Edpression af Intamsl (EON is Invitad Tram
Repuied, Resourceful and Esperienced Agencies meoting)
prascrib=sd Qu:llll':r.ﬂg Critoria 1or "EMPANELMENT OF PROJECT
CONEULTANT FOR PROVIDING MAMKING AMD DESIGN
CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR DESIGH OF ROBIUNDER PASS
IRAIL FLYOYERS[{RFO) | VIADUCT ETC. IN VARIDUS RalLWaY
PROJECTE AMO OTHER PREOJECTS INCLUDIMNG OESIGHER
SUPERVIZION DURING EXECUTEIN®. Subk Head : Preliminasy
Servoy & Soll investigation, Preparation of Soll Investigation|
Repor . Designing Praparmtion of Drawing of Major & Minor
Bridges 'Crodsavars MUnderpass ROE § AUB { $truciural Girder
JPEC { ACE Girder amd obher Allled Warks, Pre ~Tonder Assistanos
amd Providing Desigoer supendsian during Exacudion In Various
Raibway Projects and Ciher Progects,

Date of hosting in CPP Foral - 24.00.2020.

Last Dade of submission of Bid; 07652020 upte 17:00 Hours.

Intoresiod Bidders| will have bo be enroliod & reglisiorod with ﬂwa
Govarnman sProcurgmant Sysbam; through legging on lni

Mechanical) involving Extension of sheds, | | Filps:iinpracisme.gewin. gsltogllio$o ) (quto o1t:.3opw|.{.
Construction of store building, Heavy dut 5 etailed Tender Document is avail-
9 y duty | | Addendum ! Combgendum, if any, shall be hosted in Company's able  on HPSEDC  website

Wabsite:www bridgarael, ca,in and CPP peeial:
hitpsifieproswe gowin onby.

@1 King George's Medical University U.P.

k=== Chowk, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, India-226003

Ref. No 16/Notice/E.E(E/M)/20 Date: 22.08.2020
Tender Inviting Notice
Online bids are invited under two e-bid system latest by
02.09.2020 to supply, installation, commissioning,
operation of Liquid Medical Oxygen vessels & supply of
LMO along with conversion of existing compressed
medical oxygen manifold system to liquid Medical Oxygen
(LMO) system at R.A.L.C Campus (New LMO Installation)
at King George Medical University U.P Lucknow, their
authorized Company/contractor may apply on the terms
and conditions as per Tender document & short details of
the equipments, EMD & DD can be view at KGMU website.
Tender will be available on http://etender.up.nic.in.
www.kgmcindia.edu/www.csmmu.in
(Executive Engineer)

ing

t Book

15emen

(Electrical/Mechanical Department)

=

" THE TAMILNADU COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS' FEDERATION LIMITED

AAVIN ILLAM, 3-A, Pasumpon Muthuramalinganar Salai, (Chamiers Road) Nandanam, Chennai- 600 035.

0120-6651214

Document sale between 26.08.2020 to 14.09.2020 from 11.00 A.M. to 3.00 P.M. cost - Rs.2,000.00 + 18% GST and Rs.100.00 exira by post.
For downloading tender documents, EMD and other details, refer website www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.aavinmilk.com for off line /
www.tntenders.gov.in for E-submission. Tender documents can be downloaded at free of cost.

DIPR/3151/TENDER/ 2020

Deputy General Manager (Engg.)

| B} . N .

Ph : 044 - 23464500, Fax : 044 - 23464505, E-mail : aavindgmeng@yahoo.co.in, aavintenders@aavin.tn.gov.in # 14.30 hrs. 5. Website particular, Notice
Ref.No:8478/PR0J.5/2020 TENDER NOTICE DATED : 21.08.2020 ﬂ - board location where complete details of
The TCMPF Ltd., invites TWO PART TENDERS by way of OFF LINE / E-SUBMISSION from the reputed Manufacturers / Suppliers for following ] tender can be seen and addressed of the
works/ items for Various Metro Dairies/ DCMPUs under Schemes / Federation own funds. ¢ -m office from where the tender form be
2 Name of the Items / Works ety | supender | grschnical u purchased efc. : The above E-Tender, E-
1. | 5KL Capacity Bulk Milk Cooler, Genset and its accessories -69 Nos. for various DCMPU ] .TenderlAng _document anngwn‘h full
2. | Fuly A ic Butter Milk / F Lassi Pet Bottle Machine -1 No. for Products information is available on website i.e.
Dairy, Ambattur i 8 s 8 H 8 = http://www.ireps.gov.in and also can see in
3. r,em- seal fl"f' DCP?&";'(';:‘:UDCMPUS Ses | S8s | Sxs the office of CAOICOn/ECRMHX Patna.
4.| Plastic seal for various L s _ _ s c| 8°d 23 F™3 Note : Tenderers are requested to visit the
5. | 10 KL Tri purpose Centrifuge Cream Separator -1 No. For Tirunelveli DCMPU o - - website http'//www ireps gov. in atleast 15
6. |3° M'::‘ :‘:;349::'“'1 No. F°;Ka’”’ Dc”:":: - - days before last date of closing for latest
7. | Importe Ld -1 No. for ary corrigendum/corrections etc in response to

| &
| &

ADDENDUM TO EOI

In reference to the Expression of
Interest called regarding
Development of Udhna Freight
Handling Railway Terminal as a
Common User facility for multi
cargo, multi modal operation
including provision of additional
freight/ parcel handling line,
covered warehouse, open stacking
area (including containers),
mechanization of handling systems
and truck parking terminal on a PPP
model, the following addendum
may please be noted: The last date
of submission of Eol response is
extended till 05.09.2020 up to 15
hrs. DA7

Like us on : [[§ facebook.com/WesternRly

Fd 2% HIMACHAL PRADESH
| i STATE ELECTRONICS
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION LIMITED
IT Bhawan, Mehli, Shimla -171013
Tel. No. 0177-2623259
2623043, FAX:0177-2626320
Website :www.hpsedc.in
No. HPSEDC/CC/Manpower/2K20-
Date: 21/08/2020

TENDER NOTICE

e-Tenders are invited from eligi-
ble biddHPSEDC invites RFEs for
empanelment firms for providing
Manpower to various Corporations/
Boards/ Societies and Departments
of Government in the State. Last
date for submission RFE is

www.hpsedc.in.

0338/HP General Manager (Technical)

E-TENDER NOTICE
SHIR—ga—ai-Sar—g. Ffie-26-
2021 f&i7e 20,08.2020. E-Tender Notice No.-
ECR-CAO-CON-NORTH-ETN-26-20-21. E-
Tender is invited on behalf of the President of
India for the under mentioned work.

1. Name of work : Transportation
assembling erection launching girders of
Major bridges, 322 (5x30.5 m OWG),
325(4x12.2m composite girder), 329
(2x30.5 M OWG), 332 (3x6.1 M PSC slab),
341(3x6.1 M PSC slab), 346 (3x6.10m span
PSC slab), 347 (1x18.3M PG), 349
(3x30.5m OWG), 351 (4x6.1m span PSC
slab), 352 (2x30.5m OWG), 356 (1x30.5m
OWG) of HIR-VKNR section and Br. No. 7,
7B1 of NKE-GAH section and its allied
works in connection with doubling of NKE-
VKNR and GC of NKE GAH section. 2.
Approx cost of the work : %9,29,24,708.11.
3. Earnest money : %6,14,600/-. 4. Date and
time for closing of tender : 11.09.2020 at

this E-tender. CAO/Con/North/

ECR/Mahendrughat, Patna

PR/0547/CON/Engg./T/20-21/44

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Mahendra Pal S/o Daryayi Lal
Manchanda R/o A-4/305,
Printers Apts, Sector-13,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 changed
my name to Mahender Pal
Manchanda 0070711910-1

I, Urmila Devi Manchanda W/o
Mahender Pal Manchanda R/o0
A-4/305, Printers Apts, Sector-
13, Rohini, Delhi-110085
changed my nameto Urmila
Manchanda 0070711911-1

lIndermeet Singh S/0, Late
Atam Singh Juneja R/o M-194,
South City - 1, Gurugram,
Haryana- 122001 have
changed my name to
Indermeet Singh Juneja

0040545739-1

I, A.P. Madaan S/o Mohan Lal
R/0B-672 Camp No-4,
Jwalapuri, Delhi-110087
changed my nameto Atam
Prakash 0070711909-1

LOST & FOUND

| Kamla Devi W/O, Late Prem
Singh Rathour R/o B-356, Vikas
Vihar East, Vikas Nagar, Uttam
Nagar, Delhi-110059 have
changed my name to Kamla
Rathore for all purposes.

0040545785-10

HPORTANT”

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in ts newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever,
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SPORT

I do like batting (in England). But unfortunately there’s
no crowd there to egg me on and give me a bit more
motivation. Still, there is going to be plenty of eyes on the
TVanditis going to be great to be back out there playing.”

STEVE SMITH, AUSTRALIABATSMAN IS DISAPPOINTED THERE WON'T BE
CROWDS IN ENGLAND FOR THE WHITE-BALL TOUR

INTERVIEW: KL RAHUL

‘| had nightmares... What if | don't
have the same cover drive as before’

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, AUGUST 23

DURING THE lockdown, KLRahul had the occa-
sional nightmare about losing his batting skills.
The what-if scenarios scared him but those five
months also helped him assess what he did
wellinthe past, what he needed to change,and
also made him grateful for what he has. Before
going to the UAE to play in the IPL, Rahul spoke
about hislockdown fears and hopes for the near
future. Excerpts:

How did you handle the lockdown days?

Itwas very difficult as it went along butearly
on, it seemed like a break from cricket, some
well-deserved rest as we all thought it would
lastamonth. Butonce the lockdown extended
anditbecame difficult to train oreven go out, it
began to change. But when you see so many
less-privileged people struggling and going
throughlots more trouble, you realise that your
troubles weren't much. We are sitting at home
with family - it was a blessing and luxury not
available to many. It was difficult to see all that
suffering. The lockdown taught us to be grate-
ful for what we have, to our loved ones, and for
all the opportunities we have got.

With so much time atyour disposal, did
negative thoughts creepin?

[ did get anxious sitting at home. My fear
was that Iwould get lazy, so I trained at home
during the day.Imade a planforadayand tried
to stick to it. But initially, I didn’t bother as I felt
I deserved to be lazy and that I can wake up at
whatever time I want to. Evenif I didn’t train, it
was acceptable for me because my body
needed that break after years. Later on, I told
myself I needed to plan my day, be it doing
household work or getting up at a particular
time. Most days, I stucktomy plan. I didn’t want
towaste my time watching TV.I cooked, walked
my dog and designed clothes for my brand.

Once or twice [ did have sleepless nights
thinking what if once I get back to playing

s B

ar

KL Rahul will be leading Kings XI Punjab
inthe upcoming IPLseason in the UAE. File

cricket,|am not the same player. That was a bit
scary but luckily in Bengaluru, we got a few
practice sessions and that made me feel good.

How did you feel inyour first few batting
sessions post lockdown?

Couple of nights, I had nightmares. I woke
up with the feeling, ‘oh s**t, what if I can’t pick
line and length of the ball? What if  become
slower? What if  don’t have the same cover
drive as before?’ All these question marks were
there. And the first session didn’t help: all those
fears came true. I batted sobadly in that session
itwas scary. But after three sessions, I started to
feel better and it made me happy.

All these question marks were
there. And the first session (post
lockdown) didn’t help: all those
fears came true. | batted sobadlyin
that session it was scary. But after
three sessions | started to feel
betterand it made me happy.”

KL RAHUL ONGETTING BACK IN THE GROOVE

You are going to lead Kings XI Punjab.
What does captaincy mean toyou? Is there
any template thatyou follow?

I always played the game thinking asif I'm
the captain. At the ground, I always think of
what I would have done in a particular situa-
tion. Whom [ would have bowled in a situa-
tion? [wasalways proactiveinmy headand it’s
justanextension of that.Iknow it will be harder
thanthink.Iam not going in with any expec-
tations, like I have played cricket somany years.
[will get on the field and try to make decisions
in the moment. You can’t plan too much be-
cause it could be confusing.

Did you learn from watching captains like
Dhoni, Virat or Rohit?

Yes, yes. Dhoni’s calmness and belief
showed inbacking players who had the poten-
tial to be matchwinners. Virat's passion in the
way he leads, the way he wants the boys to be
better and better. Rohit always plays with a pas-
sion and backs players.

Whatwas your reaction whenyou heard
about Dhoni’s retirement?

Like the rest of the country I too was emo-
tional, we all would have wanted to play some
more cricket with him. As I said, his calmness
was insane and valuable in the dressing room.

Now in his absence, are you looking for
more opportunities behind the stumps?

I enjoyed whatever challenge was thrown
atme forthe last seven-eight months. Be it play-

ing a different role or to bat at any position.
Whatever the team needs me todo, Iwill doit.

Willyou be keeping in the IPL?

Yes, Iwilllove to dowicketkeeping, We have
so many options of wicketkeeper-batsmen, if I
feel Ineed more time or need to be on the field
to manage. Standing behind the stumps is a
good way to do it as one gets a full 360-degree
view, it’s easy to know what is happening. It'sa
good place tobe.

What will be your biggest challenge in
the UAE?

It will be difficult and different. This is the
best we can do, considering the situation.
Honestly, we are not worried now about the
bio-bubble or lack of spectators. We have to
adapttothesituationandit'sagood storytotell
15-20 years down the line. We need to utilise
the three-week training period there well.

How did the session with Anil Kumble go?
He was asking how [ was feeling and what
other players were feeling, how is our mindset.
We spoke about how to remove early nerves
from the players and give them confidence.

In this long break, did you introspect on
your Test match batting?

Not really. I did sit and think about what I
was doing right for the past six-seven months,
whatwere the problem areas and though I did-
n't come to any conclusions, | made a mental
note that these are the things which are help-
ing me perform consistently and these are the
things which are not helping me perform con-
sistently.

And finally, how many pairs of shoes do
you own? The other day, Shreyas Iyer
posted a pic of more than a hundred!

[ certainly have more than that, for sure. I
love shopping. I have my own clothing line. I
enjoy doing these things because it helps me
switch off from cricket. It's exciting to design
clothes.

Pak on the ropes, Ali stands
tall with unbeaten century

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AUGUST 23

PAKISTAN SKIPPER Azhar Ali scored a trench-
ant unbeaten 141, a slap on the face of his crit-
ics, but his effort could only offer a hint of re-
spectability to the tourists’ first-innings
effort. In response to England’s 583/8 de-
clared, Pakistan were restricted to 273 with
James Anderson completing his first five-
wicket haul of the year, a haul that leaves him
two wickets away from his 600th.

But at one point, even 200 had seemed
distant. They were 30/4 before stumbling to
75/5 and it seemed England would consign
Pakistan to humiliation. Then Ali intervened
with adequate support from wicket-keeper
batsman Mohammad Rizwan, who is rap-
idly enhancing his reputation as Pakistan’s
late middle-order enforcer.

Ali had, so far,endured a torrid time in the
series, batting as if he were a novice to the
English conditions, tormented both by swing
and seam. Buta minor tweak went along way
in helping him rekindle his touch. He slightly
opened up his stance, which reduced his ten-
dency to play across the line of the delivery.
The flickis his favourite stroke, but here it was
also his undoing. Subsequently, he regained
his judgment outside the off-stump and the
balance when flicking. He also restrained from
stabbing at deliveries outside the off-stump,
another failing of his in the series.

Intheinitial stages, he only scored through
the leg-side. Flicks and clips were his staple
shots as he gradually sculpted his innings. Once
in his 30s, his confidence regained, he began
venturing for more runs through the off-side,
which came mostly through slap-cuts towards
backward point and dabs through third-man.
And when the spinner Dom Bess got a rare
chance to bowl, he cut him twice for bound-
aries before sweeping him.

England gave him early jitters — he sur-
vived a string of near-misses and Ibw shouts.
In the alacrity to dismiss the skipper, England
exhausted all their reviews by the 28th over.
But thereafter he bedded in and completed
his 17th Test hundred with a thumping cover
drive. It was a knock that emblazoned clarity,
determination and skill.

Offering him support was the tigerish

= —
- 4 l||.ll...
1 (DTS B TR |

Azhar Ali (141*) shared a 138-run stand
with Mohammad Rizwan (53). Reuters

Rizwan. He is in the fine tradition of hard-
nosed Pakistani wicket-keepers. He copped a
blow, saw off shaky passages of the game and
lend an invaluable company for Ali. He de-
fended stoutly and attacked opportunistically.
He was especially severe on Jofra Archer, and
every time he bowled slightly short he would
cut and slash him. A blistering six off Bess
brought him his second half-century of the se-
ries. Finally, it took Chris Woakes to terminate
the 138-run union when he had Rizwan
caught down the leg-side for a busy 53.

The day began disastrously for Pakistan,
with Anderson removing Asad Shafiq with
amillimetre-perfect out-swinger, just before
the first of the many rain-breaks of the day.
This was Anderson’s fourth wicket for 13
runsin 33 deliveries, and the 597th of his ca-
reer. His 600th loomed on the horizon, but
thereafter England and Anderson were made
to sweat for the wickets. The veteran seam-
bowler bowled as menacingly as he had this
year, but wickets were not forthcoming. He
was wretchedly unlucky too, as three catches
were dropped in two overs off his bowling
in the latter stages of Pakistan’s innings.
BRIEF SCORES: England 583/8 declared leads
Pakistan 273 in 90 overs (Azhar Ali 141 not out,
Mohammad Rizwan 53; James Anderson
5/56)by 310 runs.
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