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SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST20

ELEVEN YEARS ago, Joy
Sebastiantookaleapof faith.He
wound up his career as a tech
consultant in Kochi andmoved
to a village near Alappuzha
wherethestategovernmenthad

set up a 66-acre Info Park. His
dream: start an R&D centre for
video-conferencingsolutions.
Thatleaphasnowlandedthe

44-year-old and his company
Techgentsia Software
Technologies Pvt Ltd on the na-
tional centrestage—andaprize
of Rs1crore.
On Thursday, Techgentsia's

Vconsolwasnamedaswinnerof
the Ministry of Electronics &
InformationTechnology'sDigital
India “Grand Challenge” that
wasrolledoutonApril12tode-

velop aworld class video-con-
ference solution — an Indian
equivalent of Zoom in the time
of Covid, according toofficials.
ForSebastian,whohailsfrom

Pathirappally, a village near the
backwatersandclosetotheInfo
Park,thechallengepresentedan
opportunity —to showcase his
dreamtotheworld.“Wedecided
to develop a product for the
country. Now, that dream has
materialised,”hesays.
“IstartedTechgentsiain2009

witha friend, TonyThomas.We

were classmates from school,
and he has now moved to
Australia.We have been focus-
ingonR&D invideo-conferenc-
ing solutions from the begin-
ning,andhaveafewclientsfrom
theUS,Europeand India forour
B2Bmodel.Wehavegrownover
the years, and now employ 65
people,” says Sebastian, who
completed his MCA from TKM
CollegeofEngineeringinKollam.
Developed in threemonths,

Vconsol's USP is security, says
CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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JoySebastian,44, founder
ofTechgentsia

Start-up from Kerala village wins govt’s
challenge to take on Zoom — and Rs 1 cr

V-P CANDIDATE KAMALA HARRIS
USsenatorKamalaHarrisacceptstheDemocraticvice-presidentialnominationattheparty’snationalconvention, in
Wilmington,Delaware,onWednesday.Reuters REPORT,PAGE12

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

TALKS BETWEEN Indian and
Chinese diplomats Thursday
could not achieve a break-
through to resolve themilitary
standoffalongtheLineofActual
Control in Ladakh, and New
Delhi said the two sides will

“continue to sincerelywork to-
wards complete disengage-
ment”of troops.
Thiswas the fourthmeeting

via videoconference of the
Working Mechanism for
Consultation&Coordinationon
India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC) since the standoff be-
ganearlyMay.
The Chinese reluctance to

step back from Pangong Tso,
where its troopscontinuetooc-
cupy the ridgeline at Finger 4,
and theGogra-Hot Springs area
has stalled the disengagement
process despite diplomatic and
military talks.
Unlike statementsof the last

three WMCCmeetings, there
wasnoreferenceto“progress”or
“disengagement process” in the

Indian statement Thursday. Nor
was thereanymentionof “early
and complete disengagement”
whichwastherethe last time.
Beijing,however,saidit“pos-

itively evaluated the progress
made in the disengagement of
the front-line forces of the two
countries” and agreed to “con-
scientiously implement the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

29% have antibodies in
2nd Delhi sero survey,
up from 23% last month
ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

THESECONDroundof the sero-
logicalsurveyinDelhi,theresults
of which were released on
Thursday, showed that about 29
percentofthosesurveyedhadthe
presence of novel coronavirus-
specificantibodiesinthem.
The first round of this exer-

cise,conductedbetweenthelast
week of June and first week of
July, had detected antibodies in
about 23 per cent of the volun-
teers.Thatmeansthatintheone-
month period between the first
and second rounds, the disease
spreadtojustaboutanadditional
sixpercentof thepopulation.
This would indicate a very

significant slowdown in the
spread of the disease in the na-
tional capital. Though a slow-
downisevidentfromthedropin
thereportednumberofcasesas
well, theresultsof thelatestsur-

vey do throw up a surprise be-
cause of the extent of the slow-
downthatwouldberequiredto
make this possible. Most of the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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KEYSTATES
TOWATCH
■Maharashtra
■TamilNadu
■Andhra
■Karnataka
■UttarPradesh

7 DAYS EARLIER:

1.96
NOW:

1.90

7 DAYS EARLIER:

8.93
NOW:

8.69

DETECTED TODAY

69,652
RECOVERED TODAY:

58,794

TOTAL
CASES
6,28,642
3,55,449
3,16,003
2,49,590
1,67,510

DOUBLING
RATE**
36.51
40.84
22.78
20.71
24.03

SURGEIN
24HOURS
13,165
5,795
9,742
8,642
5,076

7-DAYAVG
GROWTH*
1.97%
1.76%
3.16%
3.48%
3%

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
28,36,925
TESTS: 3,26,61,252| DOUBLING RATE: 29.53**

RECOVERED:20,96,664
DEATHS:53,866

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last 7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

DataasonAugust19, releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealth, ICMRandstates.Oftendailynumbers include
datafrompreviousdays.Assuch, trendsbasedondailynumbersare indicative,notdefinitive

CASE FATALITYRATIO

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress
in averting deaths

Positives against
number tested

(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more

recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILYOUT

WHILEDELHIhasseena
relativestabilisation in
thedetectionofnewin-
fectionsandasignificant
decline inthenumberof
deaths, the fact that
around70%of thepopu-
lation isstillvulnerable
to infectionshowsthat
theCapitalcan't let its
guarddown.

Can't let
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COURTSETSAUGUST24FOR ‘UNCONDITIONALAPOLOGY’

Courtsayssentencewon’tbeactivateduntilreviewdecided

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

CONVICTED OF criminal con-
temptbytheSupremeCourt for
two of his tweets, Advocate
Prashant Bhushan Thursday
firmly stoodhis groundmaking
itcleartothecourtthathedidn’t
want to apologise and in this
“momentofhistory,”thiswashis
“responsibility to the future.”
Thecourt,afterhearingargu-

ments on the quantumof pun-
ishment to be awarded to
Bhushan, reserved itsorderand
gavehimtimetoapologise.
“We have given time to the

contemnor to submit uncondi-
tional apology, if he so desires.

Let it be filed by 24.08.2020. In
case, apology is submitted, the
case tobeposted for considera-
tion on the same, on
25.08.2020”, the bench of
Justices ArunMishra, B R Gavai
andKrishnaMurariordered.

“I find it hard to believe that
theCourtfindsmytweet ‘hasthe
effect of destabilising the very
foundationofthisimportantpillar
of Indian democracy.’ I can only
reiterate that these two tweets
representedmybonafidebeliefs,
theexpressionofwhichmustbe
permissible in any democracy”,
Bhushansaidinthestatement.
Askedifhewantedtorecon-

sider his statements andmake
any amends, Bhushan told the
Bench: “I don't want to recon-
sider the statement...If your
Lordshipswanttogivemetime,
I welcome. But I don't think it
will serve any purpose...It is not
very likely that Iwill changemy
statement".

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

‘Judgments judges deliver, their conduct,
determine public esteem, not a tweet’
RAKESHSINHA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

ONTHEday the SupremeCourt
heard arguments on the sen-
tencingofPrashantBhushan,the
advocate it convicted last week
for contempt of court over two
tweets, former UnionMinister,
journalist and author Arun
Shourie told The Indian Express

that if theCourt isoffendedbya
comment, it must, by law, give
the person the opportunity to

provehisassertionsincetruthis
adefence.
Incidentally, Shourie, along

with Bhushan and journalist N
Ram, had filed a separate peti-
tion before the Supreme Court,
challenging the constitutional-
ity of Section 2 (c) (i) of the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971
which defines criminal con-
tempt if one “scandalises or

CONTINUEDONPAGE6

Not likely that Iwill change
mystatement:Bhushan

Mymother taughtmethat service toothersgives lifepurposeandmeaning...
I knowshe’s lookingdownonmefromabove... committed tovaluesshe taught
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SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, AUGUST20

SOONAFTERtheMumbaiPolice
told Raju Velu's family that he
hadbeen lynchedbyamob in a
robbery attempt, his brother
tried accessing CCTV footage
fromwhen the incident hap-
pened.However,bythen,thepo-
lice had collected the digital
videorecordersofCCTVcameras
in the Nehru Nagar slum area
holding footage of the night of
March29-30.
Velu's mother Saira

Devendra, who raised her four
sonsworkingatafoodstall,says
they already had their suspi-
cions, because of the injury
marks all over Velu's body and
what localshad told them.
On August 17, the police in-

formed the BombayHigh Court
that four constables had been

suspended— amonth after ac-
knowledging in court that the
CCTV footage didn't show any
moblynching.WhetherVeluhad
succumbedtoinjuriescausedby
police beating was amatter of
further investigation, it said.
The constables, Santosh

Desai, Digambar Chauhan,
Ankush Palve and Ananda
Gaikwad, are alleged to have
misledVelu'sfamily. Inthecom-
plaint registered onMarch 31,
thepolicehadblamedeightun-
known people for Velu's death,
and later claimed that two had
confessed to the crime. They

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Farooq holds in-person
meeting with NC leaders,
says all-party meet soon
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR,AUGUST20

DAYS AFTER the Jammu and
Kashmiradministrationtoldthe
High Court that no National
Conference (NC) leaderwasun-
der detention, a groupof senior
NC leaders met at party presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah’s Gupkar
RoadresidenceonThursday.
This was the first in-person

politicalmeetingof thepartyaf-
termainstreampolitical leaders
weredetainedatthetimeof the
constitutionalchangesofAugust
5,2019.
An all-partymeetingwould

be convened soon, Farooq
Abdullahtoldreporters.“Wewill
have ameeting on the Gupkar
Declaration; that is our core is-
sue,”hesaid.
Ameetingofseveralpolitical

partiesinJ&KcalledbyFarooqat

hisresidenceonAugust5,ayear
afterthespecialstatusoftheerst-
while statewas removed, could
nottakeplaceduetorestrictions
imposedbytheauthorities.
Mainstreampartieshadmet

at the same place on August 4,
2019, and issued the Gupkar
Declaration resolving to stay
unitedtoprotectthespecialsta-
tusof J&K.
OnThursday, Farooqsaidhe

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

FarooqAbdullah inSrinagar
onThursday. ShuaibMasoodi

Mumbai death: 4 cops
suspended, family asks
why did they beat him

RajuVelu
died in
March

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

ATTORNEY GENERAL K K
Venugopal who on Thursday
urged the Supreme Court to
spare Prashant Bhushan from
punishment for contempt over
tweetsagainst thejudiciaryhad
incidentally moved the court
early last year to punish the ad-
vocateforpostsallegedly"scan-
dalising" the court and “deni-
grating”hisoffice.
A month later, the AG had,

however, told the Bench that
Bhushan had communicated
that it was a “genuinemistake”
andhedidnotwant togoahead
withthepetitionnorwantedany
punishment forBhushan.
Thishappened inFebruary

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Arun
Shourie
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Requestnot
topunish
Bhushan:
Venugopal

AG speaks up
for Bhushan,
sought action
over his tweets
last year

LAC: Border mechanism meets, fails
to make headway on disengagement

SCurgesrethink,Bhushanstands
firm:noapology,mydutytofuture
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Attorney General
2019 when the top court was
seized of a petition challenging
theappointmentof IPSofficerM
Nageswara Rao as CBI interim
director.
Then too, it were tweets by

Bhushan that had sparked the
row.InhispetitiontotheSupreme
Court, the AGhad said that the
lawyer'stwoposts,onFebruary1,
2019,"scandaliseortendtoscan-
dalise,andlowerortendtolower
the authority of this Hon'ble
Court". Venugopal had said the
tweets could also "prejudice/in-
terferewith"thecaseintheCourt
regarding Rao's appointment,
while "denigrating theAttorney
Generalof India, anofficerof the
Court, and interferingwith the
dischargeofhisduties".
TheAGhadsaidthatBhushan

had tweeted that he had "con-
firmed" from Congress MP
MallikarjunKharge that ameet-
ingofthehigh-poweredcommit-
tee (HPC) headed by Prime
MinisterNarendraModihadnot
heldanydiscussionor takenany
decision on the appointment of
aninterimCBIchief.
At the time, the Court was

hearing a plea filed by NGO
CommonCause, representedby
Bhushan, that the committee
"hadnotauthorisedtheappoint-
mentoftheinterim/actingdirec-
tor of the CBI". Thematterwas
heardbyaBenchofJusticesArun
MishraandNavinSinha.
Atthehearing,Venugopalhad

submittedminutes of theHPC
meetingheldonJanuary9and10,
2019,showingthatithadtakena
decision to permit the Central
governmentto"postasuitableof-
ficertolookafterthedutiesofthe
Director,CBI,tilltheappointment
ofanewDirector".
VenugopalhadtoldtheCourt

thatdespitethis,inhistweetssub-
sequent to thehearing,Bhushan
wrote, "Thegovtappearstohave
misled the court and perhaps
submitted fabricatedminutes of
theHPCmeeting."
TheAGhadsaid thatKharge,

whowaspart of the committee
as the leader of the Congress in
the Lok Sabha, could not have
been unaware of this. "Clearly,
the... confirmation attributed to
Shri Kharge could never have
beenmadebyhimforthesimple
reasonthathehimselfhadsigned
the... minuteswhich also con-
tained the final decisions of the
HighPoweredCommittee."
Venugopal had said that if

KhargewantedtheHPCtoname
aninterimdirector,hecouldhave
saidsoatthecommittee.But"no
suchsuggestionwasmadebyMr
Khargeasnothingtothiseffectis
recordedintheminutes".
TheAGhadalso referred toa

letter of KhargewhichBhushan
had tweeted andadded that his
allegation that the government
mayhave submitted fabricated
minutes "is awholly false state-
ment"and"anattempttogener-
ate publicity through the press
andsocialmedia...".
The petition had also re-

quested the Court to consider
whetherBhushan"shouldbeper-

mittedtofileorpursuesuchcases
inthefuture"if foundguilty.

LAC crisis
consensus”reachedbetweenthe
twosides.
AnuragSrivastava,spokesper-

son for theMinistry of External
Affairs, said the two sides had a
“candid and in-depth” exchange
ofviewsontheexistingsituation
intheIndia-Chinaborderareas.
“They reaffirmed that in ac-

cordancewith the agreements
reachedbetweenthetwoForeign
Ministers and the two Special
Representatives (SRs), the two
sideswill continue to sincerely
work towards complete disen-
gagementofthetroopsalongthe
LineofActualControlinthewest-
ernsector,”hesaid.
“Inthiscontext,theyagreedto

resolve theoutstanding issues in
anexpeditiousmannerandinac-
cordancewiththeexistingagree-
ments and protocols. The two
sides were in agreement that
restorationofpeaceandtranquil-
lity in theborderareaswouldbe
essential for theoveralldevelop-
ment of bilateral relations,” he
said.Srivastavasaidthetwosides
acknowledgedthe“needtomain-
tain close communication
throughboththediplomaticand
militarychannelssoastoensure
completedisengagement”.
“In this regard, they also

agreedtocontinuetheirongoing
engagements including through
meetingsof theWMCC,”hesaid.
At the WMCC meetings,

NaveenSrivastava,JointSecretary
(East Asia) in the Ministry of
ExternalAffairs, leads the Indian
team. The Chinese are led by
Hong Liang, Director General,
Department of Boundary and
OceanicAffairs,ChineseMinistry
ofForeignAffairs.
TheChineseembassyinNew

Delhi, in a statement, said, “The
twosidesreviewedtherecentsit-
uation in the border areas be-
tweenChinaandIndia,positively
evaluated the progressmade in
thedisengagement of the front-
line forces of the two countries,
exchanged candid and in-depth
viewsontheremainingissueson
the ground, and enhancedmu-
tualunderstanding.”
“Thetwosidesagreedtocon-

scientiously implementthecon-
sensusreachedbetweenthetwo
foreignministersandtheSpecial
Representatives onChina-India
boundary question, continue to
maintaindialogue and commu-
nication throughmilitary and
diplomaticchannels,furthercool
downthebordersituation,prop-
erlyhandle theremaining issues
ontheground,andjointlymain-
tainpeace and tranquility in the
borderareas,” itsaid.

Farooq
was in constant touchwith PDP
leader Mehbooba Mufti, and
wantedher tobe free. “Thatwill
beagreatdayforus,”hesaid.
Farooqmetwith four of his

seniorpartycolleagues–NCgen-
eral secretary Ali Mohammad
Sagar, provincial presidentNasir
AslamWani,formerJ&Kminister
Abdul Rahim Rather, and

MuhammadShafiUri. “Wehave
startedaprocessandwewillcon-
tinuethis,”hesaid.
“People are in themostmis-

erable condition. There’s hardly
anythingtosay,there’shardlyany
drinking water for people.
Businessesarealsozero,tourism
is zero. There is suffering every-
where. On top of it, there’s the
coronavirustakingaheavytollon
people, andwestill haveasitua-
tionwhere the security is very
tight,” Farooq,whowas flanked
byhiscolleagues,said.
Thanking the courts, he

added, “I hope that the leaders
present here will now be free,
notthattheyareallowedtostep
out for a day and then they are
confined again. That shouldn’t
happen. We will continue to
meet more party members so
wediscussdevelopmentsinthe
UTand for itspeople.”
The party president, who

spentsevenmonthsindetention
athishomeandwaschargedun-
derthePublicSafetyAct,said“to-
day,ourmeetingwasonly tosee
whether our colleagues could
comeoutof theirhomes.”
NCMembers of Parliament

Muhammad Akbar Lone and
HasnainMasoodi,partytreasurer
ShammiOberoi,andpoliticalad-
visertoFarooqAbdullah,Mushtaq
Guroo,werealsopresent.
After the NC leadership

soughtthereleaseof15ofitslead-
erswhohad spentmore than a
yearunderhousearrestwithout
orders, IGP(KashmirZone)Vijay
Kumarhadtoldthecourtthatthe
petitioners “at no point of time
came to be detained by the re-
spondents”. Farooq has invited
anotherbatchofleaderstohisres-
idenceforconsultationsonFriday.

Mumbai death
were released after eight days
in detention. The government
pleader also told the HC on
August 17 that a preliminary
inquiry had been initiated, to
be followedbya chargesheet.
The four policemen had ar-

rived at the 120 sq ft house in
NehruNagar slumwhere Velu
livedwithhisfamilyaround9am
onMarch30. The familywas fa-
miliarwith the local police offi-
cials as Velu, a small-time thief,
had frequentlyhadabrushwith
the law. "They toldmeVeluwas
lyingdrunkonafootpathnearby,"
saysSaira,51.
When she and Manikam

rushed over to the spot, barely
200maway,theyfoundVeluun-
conscious.Sairasaystheywanted
totakehimtohospital,butthepo-
lice discouraged them. When
theygothimhome, theydiscov-
eredthebruisesonhisbody.She
says they finallydecided togo to
hospitalafterVeludidnotrecover
consciousness even after five
hours. CooperHospital declared
himdeadonarrival.
The family says that the four

Constables toldManikamsome
people had caught Velu red-
handedashewastryingtoenter
a house and had brutally as-
saultedhim,leadingtohisdeath.
"Theypromisedtocatchthecul-
pritssoon."
However,acasewasonlyreg-

isteredthenextday,afterthefam-
ily refused to take Velu's body
home. Evenas the family voiced
itsdoubts,suspiciousofpolicebe-
haviour and circumstances of
Velu'sdeath,policedetainedeight
persons fromChawlNo. 5. By a
couple of days later, they had
claimedtwohadconfessed.
Oneof thedetainees toldThe

Indian Express on condition of
anonymity that onMarch29-30
night, Velu had been caught by
thefourpolicemenaslocalsraised
analarmon spottinghim trying
to break into a house, andwas
beatenupashetriedtoescape.
AlawyerinSantaCruzhelped

Velu's family send letters to the
Prime Minister’s Office, Chief
Minister’sOffice,Commonwealth
HumanRights Initiative (CHRI)
and theMumbai Commissioner
of Police.Sairasays thatdepend-
ent on food and rations distrib-

utedbyNGOssincethelockdown
began, theyhadalmostgivenup
thefightfor justice. “Wethought
wewouldraisetheissueafterour
finances recovered. Then, in the
firstweekofAugust,wegotacall
fromanadvocate sayinghehad
raisedtheissueofpolicebrutality
intheBombayHighCourt."
Says the advocate, Bahraiz

Irani, “Initiallywewrote to the
Chief JusticeoftheBombayHigh
Court requesting he take cog-
nizanceofpolicebrutalitieshap-
peningalloverthestate,butthen
wewereadvisedtofilenecessary
proceedings as a letterwas not
enough. This led us to file a PIL.
Wereliedonreports fromCHRI,
wherein the case of Raju Velu
washighlighted."
Denying the family's allega-

tions,AssistantCommissionerof
Police, SantacruzDivision, Suhas
Raikarsaid,“Theykeepchanging
their statements.Veluwasahis-
tory-sheeterwhohad been ex-
ternedinFebruary.Thatnighthe
had committed a theft andwas
nabbed by local residents. The
four policemen happened to
reach the spot then. The CCTV
footagethatwehavemanagedto
procure shows that the four as-
saultedVelu, due towhich they
havebeensuspended.Wearein-
vestigatingwhetherthelocalsas-
saultedhimbeforethat.”
With no arrest fivemonths

after Velu's death, Saira says
mere suspension of the police-
menwas no justice. “What did
he do that they beat him so
badlyas tokill him?”shecries.
In 2016, one of Saira's other

sonshaddied ina roadaccident.
She raised themalone after her
husband's death in 2002.
Manikam,whohas twodaugh-
ters, works as a food delivery
agentwhileSaira'sotherremain-
ing son, Shankar, who has one
child,isassistanttoanelectrician.
Theearningsof bothhavedwin-
dledsincethelockdown.
“Maine badi mehnat se inko

paal-pos ke bada kiya. Kyun?
Taaki ye police wale usse ek din
maar dein (I raisedmy children

with great difficulty. Why? So
that the police would kill him
oneday)?”the51-year-oldsays.

Sero survey
movement restrictions inDelhi
havenowbeenliftedandpeople-
to-people interaction has in-
creasedmanifold from the time
thefirstsurveywasconducted.
The Delhi survey numbers

alsostandoutwhencomparedto
results of similar exercises in
MumbaiandPune,twocitiesthat
have comparable caseloads. The
Punesurveyreportedantibodies
inover51percentof thepartici-
pants,whileMumbai,wherethe
exercise was conducted last
month, had found about 40per
centparticipantswithantibodies.
Delhi Health Minister

Satyendra Jain said, “The rise (in
thespreadof thedisease), rather
theexponential rise, isnot there.
So, it seems, people are taking
safetyprecautions.”
Sincethefirstsurvey,therehas

been a sharp drop in reported
casesinDelhi.FormostofJulyand
August, the daily number of re-
coverieshaveoutnumberednew
infections,with the active cases
nowdropping to below12,000
now. The daily growth rate of
casesdroppedbelowonepercent
in the thirdweekof July, andhas
sinceremainedthere.
Butashasbeendemonstrated

repeatedly, the disease spreads
mainly through asymptomatic
carriers. The fact that the spread
through undetected cases has
alsosloweddowntothisextentis
whatisstriking.Thiscanhappen
only in two scenarios – when
therearestrictisolationandcon-
tainmentmeasures inplace, like
during the first phase of lock-
down,orwhenthereisnearuni-
versal adoption of physical dis-
tancing, masks, and other
sanitationmeasures.
Thesurveywasconductedin

eachof the11districts.Thehigh-
estprevalenceofthediseasewas
foundinSoutheastdistrict,where
32.2per cent of theparticipants
were foundwith the antibodies.

This was also the district that
showed the biggest jump from
last time,when it had recorded
22.2percentdiseaseprevalence.
More women (32.2 per cent)
werefoundtohavetheantibodies
thanmen(28.73percent).
During the previous survey,

eightdistrictswerefoundtohave
more than 20% prevalence of
Covid,with Central, Northeast,
North, and Shahdara districts
with almost 27% prevalence.
However, in the present survey,
10 out of 11 districts havemore
than20%prevalence.
“Inthefirstserologicalsurvey,

Northeast Delhiwas in the first
position,andnowtheprevalence
rate in thedistrict has increased
byonly 6.7%. So, it has beenob-
servedthatareaswhichwereon
topinthefirstsurveyarenowata
lower position. Similarly, areas
where the prevalence ratewas
lowerinthefirstsurveynowhave
ahigherrate,”hesaid.
For the survey, over 15,000

volunteerswere tested for pres-
enceofantibodies,andtheresults
were analysed at theMaulana
AzadMedicalCollege(MAMC).
“Itisarelieftoknownearly29

per cent of the city’s population
has recovered after being in-
fected...Ontheotherhand,70per
cent of people inDelhi havenot
developed antibodies, which
means thatwe are still far away
from reaching the stage of herd
immunity....” Jainsaid.

Kerala start-up
Sebastian,“apartfromallthefea-
turesthatareavailableonZoom”
inthepremiumoption.
“Security has been pointed

out as a problem with Zoom.
Vconsol has addressed it with
tightermeasures. Each partici-
pantwill have a different pass-
word. And, to ensure that only
those expected or invited are
abletojointhevideo-conference,
anOTP verification codewill be
sent tomobilephonesofpartic-
ipants,”hesays.
According to the ITMinistry,

Techgentsia,whichwas picked

from1,983applicants,willbepro-
videdwithfinancialsupportofRs
1crore,andadditionalRs10lakh
foroperationandmaintenancefor
thenextthreeyears.Thestart-up
madeitswaythroughalonglistof
12applicants,whowereprovided
withRs10lakheachtodevelopa
prototype.Then,itclearedashort-
listof five,whowereprovidedfi-
nancial support of Rs15-20 lakh
for “mentorship, testingandon-
boarding” on the National
InformaticsCentre(NIC)cloud.
“In addition, the jury also se-

lected products developed by
three(other)applicants...andde-
cided to offer a developmental
contracttobesupportedbyRs25
lakh each for furthermaturing
their productwithin aperiodof
threemonths,”theMinistrysaid.
All four—Techgentsia, Sarv

WebsPvtLtd(Jaipur),PeopleLink
UnifiedCommunicationsPvtLtd
(Hyderabad)andInstriveSoftlabs
Pvt Ltd (Chennai) --will be sup-
ported by various government
techarms,includingCERT-Inand
CDAC.NIC,meanwhile,willfacil-
itate their adoptiononGeM, the
government'se-marketportal.
Announcing thewinner, IT

MinisterRaviShankarPrasadre-
ferred to Prime Minister
Narendra's Modi call for
AatmaNirbhar Bharat and said:
“We are committed to develop
India’ssoftwareproductandmo-
bileappeconomyinabigwayand
effortslikethiswillgoalongway
inthatdirection.”
For the challenge, the jury

andmentors included:Debjani
Ghosh, NASSCOM chairman;
Saurabh Srivastava, who heads
IndianAngelNetwork, agroup-
ingof investors;SharadSharma
of iSpirit, a software think tank;
andofficialsandexpertssuchas
Rajat Moona from IIT-Bhilai,
Santanu Chaudhary from IIT-
Jodhpur and Yatindra Nath
Singh fromIIT-Kanpur.
Sowhatmade themchoose

Sebastian's fledgling firm?
“Confidence in our technology
and the ability of our develop-
ers,”hesays.
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Bhushan stands firm: no apology
Thereplycameasthebench

repeatedly askedhimwhether
hewould like to look into his
statementandmakeamends.
Justice Mishra remarked

thatthecourtwould“liketogive
youtime.Lateron,thereshould
not be a complaint that time
wasnotgiven”.
Bhushansaidhisstatement

was"well-consideredandwell
thoughtof".
“We will give you two-

three days time. Think
over...Youmustthinkover”,ob-
served JusticeMishra.
This cameevenasAttorney

General K KVenugopal urged
the Supreme Court to spare
Bhushan fromanypunitiveac-
tion. “Iwill request you not to
punish Prashant Bhushan”,
Venugopaltoldthecourt.
JusticeMishra told the AG

“pleasedon’targueonmerits”
and said it had never pun-
ishedanyonewithout follow-
ingdueprocedure.“Wecannot
consider your proposal unless
he rethinkshis statement...You
pleasefirstgothroughhisreply.
Considerifthat'sadefenceoran
aggravation…Read it and then
tell us what we should do,”
JusticeMishraadded.
TurningtoBhushan’scoun-

sel Senior Advocate Rajeev
Dhavan, JusticeMishra contin-
ued:“Mistakecanhappenfrom
anyone...But thepersonshould
admitthemistake”.
TheAGthenadded:“Ihave

a list of five retired judges of
Supreme Court who said
democracyhas failed in SC. At
least, nine former judgeshave
said there is corruption in
higher judiciary”.
Intervening, theBench said

the convictionorder is already
there and it is nothearing a re-
viewpetition. Later, Venugopal
clarifiedthathewasnotspeak-
ingonbehalfofthegovernment
butrespondingtothenoticeis-
sued to the office of AG.
Incidentally, Thursday’s court
order does not mention the
presenceof theAG.
Earlier,Bhushanreadouthis

statement.“Ihavegonethrough
the judgment of this Hon’ble
Court. I ampained that I have
beenheldguiltyof committing
contempt of the Courtwhose
majesty Ihavetriedtouphold-
-notasacourtierorcheerleader
butasahumbleguard–forover
threedecades,atsomepersonal
andprofessionalcost.
“Iamshockedthatthecourt

holdsme guilty of ‘malicious,
scurrilous,calculatedattack’on
theinstitutionofadministration
of justice…I amdismayed that
theCourthasarrivedatthiscon-
clusionwithout providing any
evidence of my motives to
launchsuchanattack…
“Weare living through that

moment in our historywhen
higher principlesmust trump
routineobligations,when sav-
ing the constitutional order
mustcomebeforepersonaland
professionalniceties,whencon-
siderationsof thepresentmust
notcomeinthewayofdischarg-
ing our responsibility towards
thefuture.
“Ididnottweetinafitofab-

sentmindedness.Itwouldbein-
sincere and contemptuous on
mypart to offer an apology for
thetweetsthatexpressedwhat
was and continues to be my
bonafidebelief.
“Therefore, I can only

humbly paraphrasewhat the
father of the nationMahatma
Gandhihadsaidinhistrial:Ido
not ask formercy. I do not ap-
peal to magnanimity. I am
here, therefore, to cheerfully
submittoanypenaltythatcan
lawfully be inflicted uponme
forwhat the Court has deter-
mined to be an offence, and
what appears tome to be the
highestdutyof acitizen.”
JusticeMishraaskedtheAG

ifBhushanshouldbegiventwo
tothreedaystothinkandcome
back to the court. Venugopal
replied that itwill be “good” if
the court can give him some
time and added that Bhushan
had done some “tremendous
goodwork”overtheyears.
OnWednesday, Bhushan

hadfiledanapplicationurging
the court to defer Thursday’s
hearingonsentencinguntilhe
files a review petition against
the August 14 conviction and
it’sdecided.
Senior AdvocateDushyant

Daveraisedthisbeforethebench
Thursday.Howeverthecourtre-
jectedtheprayer."Canyouargue
consequentialordershouldnot
be passed. Judgment will be
completeonlywhenit is totally
pronounced",JusticeMishrasaid
andaddedthat if thecourtsen-
tencedhim,“Weassureyouthat
itwill notbeactivateduntil the
reviewisdecided.”
JusticeGavaisaidanimpres-

sionshouldnotgooutthatthat
there is an effort to avoid the
benchof JusticeMishra.
Dave replied that there

shouldalsonotbe any impres-
sion that the benchwanted to
decidethematterbeforeJustice
Mishraretires.

JusticeMishraisduetoretire
inthefirstweekofSeptember.
Dave then contended that

the question of sentence
shouldbeconsideredbyadif-
ferentbench.Butthecourtdis-
allowedthis.
“It cannot be accepted”,

said Justice Gavai. Justice
Mishra echoed this. "It is
againstestablishednormsand
procedure.Supposeif Iamnot
demittingoffice, can itbeever
thoughtof?",hesaid.
DhavansaidthattheAugust

14judgmentwouldbeseverely
criticised. “Don’tworry about
that.We don'tmind fair criti-
cism,”saidJusticeMishra.
Agreeing that thepower to

punish for contempt under
Article 129must be used only
sparingly andwith restraint,
JusticeMishra said: “I havenot
takencontemptagainstasingle
person in my judicial
career....Balancingandrestraint
arethereal issues”.
AsDhavansoughttoexpress

concernabouthowthehistory
of the courtwould bewritten,
JusticeMishrasaid:“Letusleave
itforthefuturetoseewhathis-
toryshows.Letusnotpredict...”.
Dhavan said Bhushan’s

comments have been sup-
ported by former Supreme
CourtjudgesJusticesRMLodha,
MadanB Lokur, Kurian Joseph
andMadanBLokurandaskedif
they,too,wereincontempt.
Justice Gavai said Justice

Lodha's comment was only
about the procedure. Dhavan
added that over 1000 lawyers
hadexpressedsupporttoo.The
bench said the court has taken
upseveralcasesviavirtualhear-
ingsdespitethelockdown.
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Onlinepharmaciesand
howtheyareregulated
in India
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Todayonthe3Thingspodcast,wetalk
abouthowtheonlinepharmacymarket is
expectedtogrowandthechallenges that
will comewith it.
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MUMBAI, AUGUST20

APREGNANCYregistrysinceMay
ismaintaining records of coron-
avirus-infectedpregnantwomen,
tracking them for sixweek after
delivery, to assess how the virus
affectsbothmotherandnewborn.
The National Institute of

Research inReproductiveHealth
(NIRRH),aresearcharmofIndian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR),hastiedupwith19med-
icalcollegesinMaharashtratofeed
data of eachCovid-19pregnant
womandeliveredinhospital.
Theregistry,calledPregcovid,

has 54 investigators across
Maharashtra. Over 1,000 preg-
nant women have been regis-
tered, of them at least 800 are
fromMumbai'sNairhospital.
“Wearestudyingclinicalpre-

sentationsofpregnantwomenand
theirhealthfor42daysafterdeliv-
ery.Theoutcomeinnewbornsand
whethertheyacquiretheinfection
frommotherswillalsobestudied.
Thisregistrywillhelpgovernment
formulateguidelineson tackling
Covid-19 positive pregnant
women,” saidDrRahulGajbhiye,
principalinvestigator.
According toNIRRHdirector

Dr Smita Mahale, the registry
will continue for twoyears.
Preliminary data has sug-

gestedmost pregnant women
were asymptomatic and diag-
nosedonlybeforetheirdelivery
when they underwent the
mandatoryCovid-19test.“Onan
average,data fromNairhospital
showed only 10 per cent of the
positivewomenwere sympto-
matic. Vertical transmission
frommothertochildisveryrare,
butweneed to study the roleof
theplacentainverticaltransmis-
sion,”Mahale said.

New Delhi: Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhwat on
Thursdaysaidhehastestedpos-
itive for coronavirus. "I under-
wentacoronavirustestafterde-
veloping symptoms and the
report has come positive. I am
gettinghospitalisedontheadvice
ofdoctors.Irequestallwhohave
come in contactwithme in the
past days to isolate themselves
andget tested,"hetweeted.
Theministerheldtwomeet-

ings on Tuesday. In the first,
PunjabCMAmarinderSinghat-
tended virtually while his
HaryanacounterpartMLKhattar
was physically present with
ShekhwatandhisdeputyRattan
LalKataria.Katariawasalsopres-
ent for anothermeeting—avir-
tualmeetwithTamilNaduChief
MinisterEKPalaniswami. PTI

MAHARASHTRA

Registry keeps
track of pregnant
women with
coronavirus

Jal Shakti minister
Shekhawat tests
positive for Covid
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DEPUTY CHIEF Minister
Manish Sisodia Thursday di-
rectedofficials toallowrestau-
rants and hotels in the city to
serve liquor— amove, he said,
will help meet revenue short-
fall due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.
“Barswill remainclosedun-

der the provisions of unlock
guidelines of the Ministry of
HomeAffairs. However, several
state governments including
Assam, Punjab, Rajasthan etc
havepermittedserviceof liquor
by license holders under the
Excise Rules at the table in
restaurantsandclubsandinho-
tel rooms. Considering the rev-
enue implications, Excise
Department to issue necessary
permission for service of liquor
in restaurants and clubs by li-
censees at the table and in the
hotel rooms,” Sisodia wrote to
theExciseCommissioner.
The directions, given to the

Excise Department and the

FinanceDepartment,canbeen-
forced only after orders are is-
sued. Thematter may also re-
quire the approval of the Delhi
DisasterManagementAuthority
(DDMA),headedbyLt-Governor
AnilBaijal,aseniorexciseofficial
said.
The official said the depart-

mentwill prepare a proposal in
this regard and send it to the
DDMAforapproval.However,an

official in the CMO said, “This
matter fallswithin the ambit of
unlockguidelinesandDelhigov-
ernment can take a direct deci-
sionon it.”
OnWednesday, the DDMA

hadtakenadecisiontoallowho-
tels in the capital to reopen.
Restaurantswereallowedtore-
openon June8,withconditions
toensuresocialdistancing.
Last week, the National

Restaurant Association of India
(NRAI) hadwritten to the Delhi
governmentstatingthatrestric-
tionsonservingliquorwereact-
ing as an impediment in revival
of business.
Under theunlockguidelines

of the UnionMinistry of Home
Affairs,barshavetoremainshut.
However, the restaurant indus-
try said serving liquor as part of
dine-in facilities should not be
equatedwithbars.
AnuragKatriar,presidentof

NRAI, said: “The letterwaspart
of our ongoing efforts in vari-
ous states. If liquor was being
sold at vends, then there’s re-
ally no reason for it to not be
served ina controlledenviron-
ment, likearestaurantwhich is
maintaining all social distanc-
ing measures. It can be served
hygienically, with no human
touch involved,unlikeanimbu
paani or lassi.”
“The serving of liquor at ta-

bles is a key component of any
licensedrestaurant’s revenue. It
accounts for 40-odd per cent of
the revenue of a restaurant, al-
though that could vary. In the

case of a lounge, it couldmake
upto80percentof therevenue,
whereas for a diner, it could ac-
count for about 30 per cent… It
isalsoacrucialpartof thewhole
eatingoutexperience…If liquor
is not available, many may
choosenot toeatoutatall,” said
Katriar.
Last month, the Delhi gov-

ernment’sdecision toallowho-
tels to reopenwas struck down
by the DDMAheaded by the L-
G. The differences between the
two sides on the issue was re-
solvedonWednesday,following
whichthenodtostartoperating
was given to hotels across cate-
gories.
Like inother states, liquor is

among the largest sources of
revenue inDelhi. In the annual
budget for the year 2020-21,
the government had projected
revenueofRs6,279crore–14%
of total revenue projections –
fromstateexcise. In2019-20, it
had posted a revised estimate
of Rs 5,480 crore as liquor rev-
enue while it earned Rs 5,007
crore fromthesaleof alcohol in
2018-19.
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BIDTOBOOSTREVENUE;GOVTSAYSL-GNODNOTREQUIRED Swachh survey: East MCD
ranks 2nd from bottomLet hotels and restaurants serve

alcohol, Sisodia tells excise dept

Restaurants inthecapitalwereallowedtoreopenonJune8,
withconditions toensuresocialdistancing. PraveenKhanna

Cop shoots
dead gym
owner, held
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

A 47-YEAR-OLD Delhi Police
head constable allegedly shot
deada28-year-oldmanwithhis
service pistol in Rohini on
Thursday morning. The head
constable, Surender, was ar-
rested fromhishome inNarela.
Police said two shots were

heardnearCrownPlazaHotelat
6.45am.Theheadconstableal-
legedly shot thevictim,Deepak
Gehlawat, and fled. Gehlawat,
who owns a gym in Dwarka
Mor, was found lying uncon-
scious near his Brezza car with
bullet injuries to his chest and
left hand. He was rushed to a
nearbyhospital,wherethedoc-
tors declared him dead on ar-
rival.
PKMishra,DCP(Rohini)said,

"HCSurenderhasbeenarrested.
He is posted at Shahbad Dairy
police station and was going
back home after his dutywhen
theincidenttookplace.Hesaidit
was a sudden provocation.We
have already dismissed him
fromservice."
Delhi Police also released a

statement, saying: "DelhiPolice
condemns the act of head con-
stableSurender.Wearecommit-
ted to implementmeasures for
thewelfare of the staff and im-
proveprofessionalism.Butthere
canbenotoleranceforsuchkind
of deviantbehaviour."
During questioning, the ac-

cusedpoliceman saidhewas in
the same car with Gehlawat. A
fight broke out between them
near Budhh Vihar and he fired
two shots at Gehlawat fromhis
servicepistol.
Police are still probing the

motivebehindthemurder.They
said the accused and the de-
ceasedwere friends.
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ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

THE EAST Delhi Municipal
Corporationhasbeen ranked46
among47localbodiessurveyedin
theSwachhSurvekshan2020, in
thecategoryofcitieswithapopu-
lation of over 10 lakh. The other
civic bodies inDelhi, South and
North, also ranked low,with the
formerat31andthelatterat43.
The results of the fifth edi-

tion of the annual cleanliness
survey was declared by Union
HousingMinisterHardeepSingh
PurionThursday.
The New Delhi Municipal

Council,meanwhile, came third
among382cities.Ithasbeensur-
veyedinthecategoryofcitieswith
a population below 10 lakh.
Among the cantonment boards,
Delhi Cantt bagged secondposi-
tion among the62 cantonments
thattookpartinthesurvey.
A senior official of the South

MCD said, “The main factor is
segregation of waste from the
source, which is behind Delhi’s
corporations not being able to
scoreagoodranking.”
Rajiv Kumar Jain, superin-

tendingengineerandnodaloffi-
cer of SwachhBharatMission of
SDMC,said,“Thistime,citieswith

apopulationover10lakhandbe-
low10 lakhwerebifurcated, be-
causeofwhich itappearsweare
lagging behind. But if themarks
scorediscomparedintheoverall
list,weare120amongthe429ur-
banlocalbodiessurveyed.”
Lastyeartoo,Delhi’scivicbod-

ies had fared poorlywith SDMC
atthe138thposition,NorthMCD
at282,andEDMCat240,among
the425localbodiessurveyed.
A senior official of the East

civicbodysaidthereneedstobe
morefocusonwastesegregation.
MayorofNorthDMCJaiPrakash
said ameetingwill be called to
look into the issue and give a
freshpushtowastesegregation.
Waste segregation intowet

anddry iscompulsoryunder the
SolidWasteManagementRules,
2016. It is the responsibility of
Urban Local Bodies (civic agen-
cies) to remove dhalaos (local
waste collecting centres) and re-
placethemwithfixedcompactors
that will compress dry waste.
Undertherules,itmustalsobeen-
suredthatorganicwastecollected
fromhomes andnearby areas is
composted, whilewaste in the
formof plastic,metal,woodand
glass is recycled. There are very
fewareasinDelhiwheretherules
arestrictlyfollowed.
AAP leader Durgesh Pathak

said, “This is their own survey
initiatedbyPMModi.TheMCDs
aregiving thePMabadname.”

Officials saidwastesegregationneedsmorefocus.Archive

Applications are invited for the post of Director, Bundelkhand Institute of Engineering and
Technology, Jhansi. (U.P.) in the pay matrix of Level-14, Entry pay Rs. 144200/- and allowances
as admissible under government orders. The post shall be contractual in nature for 5 years.
Qualification and Experience: The Qualification and Experience for the post shall be as per
AICTE Regulation notified on dated 01 March, 2019 (as amended from time to time by AICTE).
For details please visit the Institute website: http://www.bietjhs.ac.in
Age: The applicant should not be more than 57 years of age on the date of advertisement.
The eligible candidates may submit their applications on plain paper giving their complete BIO-
DATA with attested copies of testimonials, certificate of age, administrative experience and
research work etc. Applications of the candidates in service will be considered only if it is received
through proper channel. However, such candidates may send an advance copy of their
applications directly within prescribed time. The complete application along with documents
should be sent to Chairman, Board of Governors, Bundelkhand Institute of Engineering and
Technology, Kanpur Road, Jhansi-284128 (U.P.) latest by September 21, 2020. The name of
the post should be clearly written on the envelope containing the application. Incomplete
applications and applications received after the due date i.e. September 21, 2020 will be
summarily rejected.

The selection process for the post started in terms of Advt. No. : BIET- 07/2019 dated
05.10.2019 is hereby cancelled.

Bundelkhand Institute of Engineering and
Technology, Kanpur Road, Jhansi-284128 (U.P.)

APPOINTMENTSAdvt. No.: BIET-02/2020 Dated: 20.08.2020

Member Secretary, Board of Governors
Bundelkhand Institute of Engineering and Technology, Jhansi

Board of Homoeopathic
System of Medicine, Delhi

(Govt. of NCT of Delhi)
4th Floor, B-Wing, Vikas Bhawan-II,

Civil Lines, Delhi-110054

Recruitment Notice
Board of Homoeopathic System
of Medicine, Delhi invites
application for the post of
Registrar on Contract basis
initially for a period of one year
with remuneration @Rs.
55,000/- per month with
Essential Qualification MD
(Hom). Interested candidates
having the prescribed eligibility
parameter may give application
with in a week of publish in
news paper at office of the
Chairman of this Board in
prescribed format for
appreciation and other contract
terms & conditions are available
at www.delhihomeoboard.in

Sd/-
(Dr. K. K. Juneja)

Chairman
DIP/Shabdarth/0236/20-21

F. No. 3-13/2020-RTC / 1859
GOVT. OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE
DTE. GENERAL OF HEALTH SERVICES

RURAL HEALTH TRAINING CENTRE,
Najafgarh, New Delhi-43.

Email: rhtcnajafgarh@gmail.com
Date: 20.8.2020

CORRIGENDUM
Reference to RHTC Najafgarh, New Delhi-43 and LRHS, Bara Hindu Rao, Delhi-6
Combined ANM Admission Notice, published in the Indian Express (English) vide
advertisement No. davp 17133/11/0001/2021 dated 26.7.2020 and in Navbharat Times
(³f½f·ffS°f MfB¸Àf- dW³Qe) vide advertisement No. davp 17133/11/0001/2021 dated 26.7.2020 and
in consultation with Dte.G.H.S./MoHFW, it has now been decided to follow the earlier
method of selection of ANM Trainees on the basis of Entrance Examination. However,
those candidates who have already applied, need not to apply afresh. They will be
considered for selection on the basis of their performance in the Entrance Examination.
For more details, please log on to www.rhtcnajafgarh.in

Sd/-
(Dr. Vijay Laxmi)

davp 17133/11/0002/2021 DIRECTOR
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ASHNABUTANI&
AMILBHATNAGAR
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

AT 4.10 pm Tuesday, Dr Yogita
Gautam(31),whowasonCovid-
19 duty at Agra’s SN Medical
College, franticallycalledupher
brother in Delhi and told him
how shewas being threatened
withviolencebyanotherdoctor.
Shaken, Yogita’s parents and
brother immediately left for
Agra. The threatswere fromDr
Vivek Tiwari, a college senior
whohadallegedlybeenpressur-
ingher tomarryhimforyears.
On Wednesday morning,

Yogita’sbodywasfoundatades-
olate spot inAgra'sBamroli area
—barely twokmaway fromher
rented house. On Thursday,
Tiwariwasarrestedforallegedly
killing her. Babloo Kumar, SSP
Agra, said, “We have recovered
CCTV footage of Gautam sitting
in Tiwari’s SUV car outside her
house around 7.30 pmTuesday.
Duringinterrogation,Tiwaritold
us that thetwohadbeen inare-
lationshipforsevenyears,andhe
wasvisitingherfromUP’sJalaun.
He said the two used to argue a
lot,andonTuesdayhekilledher.
Hesaidhefirststrangledher,and
then stabbed her to ensure she
was dead. He then dumped her
bodyinanemptyplot.”
Yogita’s brother Mohindra

said Tiwari was her senior dur-
ing their MBBS days. “He liked
her from the start but it was al-
ways a one-sided affair, she
never reciprocated. In fact, his
number was blocked on her
phone.SohecalledYogita’sland-
ladyandaskedheraboutYogita’s
whereabouts on Tuesday. After
sherefused,he landedupather
house and lured her out some-
how,”heclaimed.This,asperpo-
lice,wasaround7.30pm.
By the time Yogita’s family

reached Agra, shewasmissing.
The family submitted a kidnap-
ping complaint against Tiwari,
afterYogitastoppedresponding
to their calls and messages.
“Hours after this, the body of a
womanmatching the descrip-
tion of themissing personwas
found.We asked the family to
identify the body and it was Dr
Gautam.We immediately con-
tacted Jalaun Police, since the
doctorhailedfromthearea,and
the arrest was made. The ac-
cusedhasconfessedtothemur-
der andwill be sent to judicial
custody,” saidSSPKumar.
Yogita completed herMBBS

from a medical college in
Moradabadanditwastherethat
shemetTiwari.Herbrothersaid,
“She just turned 31 on August
11... On Independence Day, she
got her postgraduate exam re-
sult. Shewas the first obstetri-
cian in Agra to deliver the baby
of aCovid-19positivepatient in
April... Itwasariskshetook,even
though at that time, there
weren’t any safety precautions
suchasPPE.Shewasrecognised
bytheDMofthedistrictforthis...
Wewere so proud of her,” said
Mohindra.
Yogita’s family claimed she

keptdecliningTiwari’smarriage
proposal and in January, her fa-
thertoospoketoTiwariandtold
him that she didn’t want to
marryhim.
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SECONDSEROLOGICALSURVEYRESULTS

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

AT 33.2%, the Southeast district
showed the highest prevalence
rateofCovid-19,accordingtothe
second serological surveillance
results.Thisisa50%jumpascom-
pared to the first survey,when it
reported a prevalence rate of
22.12%. The district is home to
neighbourhoods such as
Nizamuddin, Kalkaji and Sarita
Vihar.
Overall, the results showed

that 29.1% of those surveyed
across the capital have already
been infected and recovered,
againstthefirstsurveywhichhad
aprevalencerateof22.86%.
The second surveywas con-

ductedbytheDelhigovernment
in the firstweekof August. “The
reason for a high jumpof 50% in
theserosurveyprevalenceratein
SoutheastDelhiisbecausethear-
easwhichwitnessedalowpreva-
lence average are now seeing a
higherrate.Inonedistrict,therate
was 27.7%,which has increased
slightly to 29.6%,” said Health
MinisterSatyendarJain,whilean-
nouncingtheresultsonThursday.
In the previous survey con-

ductedbytheNationalCentrefor
Disease Control (NCDC) in July,
Covid-19prevalenceofmorethan
20%wasseenineightdistricts.The
Central,Northeast,andShahdara
districts showed the highest
prevalenceofover27%,indicating
that thepopulation in thesedis-
tricts has been exposed to the
virus to the largest extent.
However,inthepresentsurvey,10
outof11districtshavemorethan
20%prevalence. After Southeast,
NorthandCentral districts are at
31.6%and31.4%respectively.
Officials said the sample size

for the surveywas calculated as
15,000.Multi-stagesamplingwas
donetoselectparticipantsineach
ward, within the area of Delhi
government dispensaries and
primary urban health facilities,
througha teamof local frontline
healthworkers.
Themedianageofthepartic-

ipantswassetat32years.Anyin-
dividualwhowasincludedinthe
NCDCsurveywasnotincludedin
the second round. “The sample
selectionwas completely scien-
tific;thelistofthosewhosesam-
pleswouldbecollectedwaspre-
paredbyexpertsatMaulanaAzad
MedicalCollege.Thisdepictsthe
criteriaofthearea,agegroup,and
the process of collecting sam-
ples…Peoplebelongingtoevery
classwere included in the sero-
survey—thoselivinginslums,the
middle-classandupper-middle-
class,”saidJain.
In this round, participants

were categorised based on age
groups — 25% below 18 years;
50% between 18-50 years; and
25% above 50 years of age. A
prevalencerateof34.7%hasbeen
foundinpeoplebelow18yearsof
age,28.5%inpeoplebetween18-
50 years, and 31.2% in people
above50years.
“As per scientists, antibodies

stay in your body for three-four
monthsandcanlastuptoseven-
eightmonths. Alongwith this, t-
cellsormemorycellsalsodevelop.
Thismeans if a personhas been
infectedbycoronainthepast,itis
veryprobablethathe/shewillnot
getinfectedagain,”saidJain.
NCDC director Dr Sujeet

Kumar Singh, however, said:
“Havingantibodiesistheonlypro-
tection.Thequestionisastohow
long thesewill be present... For
that,weneed to followaperson
foratleastsixmonthsormore.”

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

ABOATridethroughalakeamid
heavy rain inUP,navigatingwa-
terlogged streets in Bihar, ques-
tioningmultiple people — two
teams of Delhi Police had their
taskcutouttryingtotrackdown
twoburglars,who fled the capi-
tal after stealing gold jewellery
andRs12lakhincash.
The complainant, Vedant

Pathak, had lost his father to
Covid-19 inMay and the family
was in Ayodhya to perform the
lastriteswhentheaccusedbroke
into their house in Northwest
Delhi’sSubashPlaceonAugust8.
His sister Sudha said: “Our

neighbour asked if we had re-
turned as the lights in the
kitchenandbackyardwereon. I
told him that we were still in
Ayodhya...Hecheckedthehouse
and said it was ransacked. We
were worried as our jewellery

andmyfather’ssavingswerein-
sidehis room.”Thefamilycame
home to find their gold and sil-
verjewelleryandoverRs12lakh
cashstolen.
DCP (Northwest) Vijayanta

Arya said, “We received a com-
plaintandsentourteamstoscan
CCTV cameras. Footage showed
twounknownmenenteringthe
locality,carryingbags.Wefound
thattheywenttoShakurpurafter
committing the crime.”
However, their faceswere cov-

ered and therewere no eyewit-
nesses.
Anofficerintheinvestigating

teamsaid,“Oneoftheaccusedin
thefootagelookedlikealocalhis-
tory-sheeter called Nageshwar,
whois involved inmultiplebur-
glaries and robberies.We sent a
teamtohishouse,whoposedas
jailofficials.Nageshwar’smother
saidhewenttohisvillageinUP.”
Similarraidswereconducted

atNageshwar’s associate Chand
Khan’shouse.Policefoundhetoo

wenttohisvillage inBihar.
Two teams, headed by SHO

AshishSingh,weresenttoBihar
and UP. In UP’s Maharajganj,
amid heavy rain, the team had
totakeboatridetogettothevil-
lage. “However, the boat top-
pled midway. Wewere scared
but managed to get to a safe
spot. We reached Maharjganj
but locals told us Nageshwar
had gone back to Delhi,” said a
police constable.
Similarly, the police team

that went to Bihar’s Khagaria
district faced issues due towa-
terlogged streets and no trans-
port — only to find Khan had
also left forDelhi.
After days of technical sur-

veillance, on August 14, police
found that the twomenwereat
therailwaylineinShakurpur.The
duo had come to meet their
friends and drink andwere ar-
rested. SHOSingh said the team
went back to UP and recovered
thestolen jewelleryandcash.

Theaccused,DrVivekTiwari

SKIES CLEAR, GROUND CLOGGED
Afteraspellof rain inGhaziabad,Thursday.Severalareasreportedwaterloggingthat ledtotrafficcongestion. PraveenKhanna

CBSE scoring scheme
applicable for Class 12
improvement exams
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

THEDELHIHigh Court has held
that the assessment schemeap-
provedbytheSupremeCourtfor
CBSE class XII students —who
couldn’ttaketheirexamsasthey
were cancelled amid the Covid
pandemic—willbeapplicableto
those appearing for improve-
mentexaminationsaswell.
Asper theapprovedscheme,

studentsaretobeawardedmarks
for the cancelled examinations
andpromotedbasedontheaver-
ageperformanceintheexamina-
tionstheyappearedin.
Theorderwaspassedbyasin-

gle judge bench of Justice
PratibhaMSingh,whoobserved,
“Assessment scheme approved
bytheSupremeCourtwouldalso
be applicable to improvement
students. Such studentswould
also be entitled to avail of the
scores as per the schemeor ap-
pearfortheoptionalexamination
wheneverit isheldbytheCBSE.”
The petition was filed by

SanyamGupta, a student of Sri
Venkateshwar International
School,Dwarka.Hehadappeared
intheCBSEclassXIIexamheldin
February-March, 2019 and se-
cured95.25%.Hedecidedtodrop
a year and improve his score to
obtain admission in a premier
collegeinDelhiUniversity.

Thepetitioner decided to re-
takeAccountancy, English Core,
EconomicsandBusinessStudies
exams. However, the Business
Studiespaper,whichwassched-
uledforMarch24,2020,wascan-
celledduetothelockdown.
Hislawyer,RishiManchanda,

prayed that for the cancelled
Business Studies, he should be
treated on parwith the regular
students forwhomtherewasan
assessmentschemeforcancelled
papers.
AmitBansal,counselforCBSE,

submitted that the board had
takenaseparatedecisionwithre-
spect to students who had ap-
peared for the improvementex-
amination.Hesaid,“Ifanorderis
passed directing enbloc...itmay
put the students, whomay not
even have appeared for the im-
provement examinations or
whose examinationswere can-
celled,ataseveredisadvantage.”
The court held that an im-

provement student is “equally a
victimofthepandemicjustlikea
regularstudent”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

THE DOUBLING rate of coron-
avirusinfectioninDelhihasgone
up to over 100 days as against
28.8daysfortherestof India,the
Delhi government said on
Thursday. The case fatality rate
inDelhiforthemonthofAugust
has also come down to 1.4 per
cent, as against1.92per cent for
restofthecountry,itsaid,adding
that therecoveryrate inDelhi is
90.2 per cent as compared to
72.5 for the restof thecountry.
“On July 1, the doubling rate

of coronacases inDelhiwas the
same as the rest of India at 20
days. Since then, the doubling
rate of Delhi has been steadily
rising. It was 58 days on July 17,
around90daysonAugust1,and

has currently increased to101.5
days. Incomparison, for therest
of India,thedoublingratehasre-
mainedbetween20and27days
since July 1,” a statement from
theDelhigovernmentstated.
On Thursday, the city

recorded1,215freshcoronavirus
cases,takingthetallyto1,57,354,
whilethedeathtollfromthedis-
easeroseto4,257with22deaths
reported in the last24hours.
A drop has also been wit-

nessedinpositivityratebetween
June18andAugust16,thestate-
ment said. On June 18, a total of
9,088 RT-PCR tests were con-
ductedofwhich2,804werepos-
itive—apositivityrateof30.85%.
However,onAugust16,outofto-
tal4,106RT-PCRtestsconducted,
434werepositive—apositivity
rateof10.57%,asperdatashared
by thestategovernment.

Theaccusedwithsomeof
therecovered loot

DUO HELD, BROKE INTO HOME WHEN FAMILY WAS AWAY FOR FUNERAL

3 states, boat ride amid heavy rain: How cops tracked two thieves

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

THE JAWAHARLAL Nehru
University (JNU) administration
has asked students to clear their
messandhostelduesasaprecon-
dition to registering for the next
semester. The JNU Students’
Union,aswellaspresidentsofall
18 hostels on campus, have
termed the move “unjust” as

moststudentshadlefthosteldue
totheCovid-19pandemic.
In a circulardatedAugust14,

JNU Registrar Pramod Kumar
said,“Studentsarerequiredtopay
all relevant dues such as tuition
fees, hostel fees, andmess dues,
etc.”Italsosaid“hostelfeewillbe
charged at the old rate” despite
thefactthathostelsareclosedfor
studentsnow.
The JNUSU held an emer-

gencymeetingwith the hostel

presidents on August 18 after
which theywrote to theDeanof
Students, saying “the charges re
not logical”.
It also said therewere “huge

discrepancies”inmessbills.“The
residentswhoremainoncampus
havenotbeenprovidedbreakfast
sincethelockdowncommenced,
yet themess bill exceedswhat
couldbepresumedreasonable…
Even though themess bills have
been clearly inflated artificially,

the mess secretaries have not
beengiventheopportunitytoex-
amine themess bill for discrep-
ancies...,”theywrote,demanding
thewithdrawalofmessdues.
JNUSUhascalledforpostpon-

ingregistrationprocess“tillallex-
istingissuesfacedbystudentsare
resolved.”
RegistrarPramodKumarand

DeanofStudentsSudheerPratap
Singhdidnotrespondtocallsand
texts.

Doubling rate over
100 days, fatality
1.4%: Delhi govt

Clear dues to register for next sem: JNU

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

A30-YEAR-OLDwomanandher
boyfriendwere arrested for al-
legedly faking her husband’s
murder as a suicide.
Police said theaccusedhave

been identifiedasPriyankaand
Karan. Her husband, Kishan
Tyagi (50), worked at a factory
inMayapuri.
OnAugust 18, hewas found

hangingatthecouple’shomein
Rohini’s BudhhVihar.
PK Mishra, DCP (Rohini),

said, “After Tyagi’s death was
confirmed by the hospital, we
spoke tohiswife. She toldushe
wassufferingfromachronicdis-
ease and died because of it.We
checkedtheMLCandfoundthat
hedieddue to strangulation.”
Police questioned Priyanka,

whoconfessed to thecrime.
Police said shewasmarried

at the age of 15 and was al-
legedlyupsetbecauseof theage
gap between her and her hus-
band. She latermet Karan, said
police.
On Tuesday, the accused al-

legedlyspikedmilkwithpoison
andgave it toTyagi.
Afterhefellunconscious,the

duo took a stole and allegedly
strangled him to death. They
thencalledpoliceandsaidTyagi
hadcommitted suicide.

DelhiHC heldthatan
improvementstudent
is ‘equallyavictimof
thepandemic just likea
regularstudent’
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CORONAVIRUS IN THECAPITAL

TOTAL CASES

1,57,354
Total Vacant

HOSPITAL BEDS 14,115 10,525
VENTILATORS 1,231 792

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Aug19 1,398 1,320 9 20,815
Aug20 1,215 1,059 22 17,004
Total 11,271** 1,41,826 4,257 13,75,193

**Total active cases

N
or
th
ea
st

So
ut
h

So
ut
h
Ea
st

N
ew

De
lh
i

So
ut
h
W
es
t

N
or
th

Ce
nt
ra
l

Sh
ah
da
ra

W
es
t

Ea
st

N
or
th
w
es
t

ACROSSTHE 11 DISTRICTS
TOTAL

22.86% 28.35%*

Southeast district sees highest Covid
prevalence, North&Central close behind

Thesecondserological surveywasheld inthefirst
weekofAugust.AbhinavSaha

Thepositivity ratehasalso fallento10.57%.AmitMehra

Housetilts
duetorain
Gurgaon: A four-storey
houseinGurgaon’sSector-
46tiltedslightlyduetothe
rainandaportionofIFFCO
Chowk also caved in
Thursdaymorning. From
Tuesday toWednesday,
Gurgaon received23mm
rainfall, with another 95
mmbetween8.30amand
11amWednesday,which,
officials said is “six to
seven times” the usual
amount of rain received
bythecity.

DelhiBJP
chiefseeks
L-Gnodfor
Ramlila
NewDelhi:DelhiBJPchief
Adesh Gupta Thursday
wrote to Lieutenant
Governor Anil Baijal re-
questing permission to
stageRamlilawith social
distancinginthecapital. .
Guptasaidthatinarecent
meetingwith the organ-
isers of Ramlila in Delhi,
everyone suggested or-
ganising Ramlila by ob-
serving social distancing
in thevenues.

MCDstolaunch
denguedrive
NewDelhi: All threemu-
nicipal corporations in
Delhiwill jointlylauncha
campaignonthepreven-
tionof dengue andother
vector-bornediseaseson
August 25, which will
continue till September
30, officials said on
Thursday.ENS

Thebuildingat
Gurgaon’sSector46

BRIEFLY

College senior
held for doctor
murder in Agra

Woman
among 2 held
for husband’s
murder

*Afteradjusting specificity, sensitivityof testingkits,
trueprevalencehasbeen recordedas29.1%

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

AIRPORT POLITICS
SHASHI THAROORhas left the Congress leadership inKerala
red-faced.While the state Congress has opposed leasing out
theThiruvananthapuraminternationalairporttoAdanigroup,
theThiruvananthapuramMPhassaidthecityneedsafirst-class
airportworthy of its history, status andpotential and argued
thataprivateentityrunningtheoperationscompetitivelyisthe
onlywaytheairportcouldflourish.Interestingly,manycentral
leadersdon’t sharehisview. JairamRamesh tweeted thatAAI
couldwellmean“AdaniAirportsofIndia”sincesixairportshave
been“sold”toit.TheTharoor-NishikantDubeytussletoohasnot
gone downwellwith someCongress leaders,whobelieve it
has taken attention from the party’s demand for a JPC probe
intotheFacebookissue.

PAYING TRIBUTE
EXTERNALAFFAIRSMinisterSJaishankaronWednesdaypaid
hisrespectstoformerPresidentShankarDayalSharmaonhis
birthanniversary.HewasamongthefewBJPleaderswhopaid
tribute.“PaymyrespectstoformerPresidentDrShankarDayal
Sharma on his birth anniversary. Hewill always be remem-
beredforhiscontributiontonation-building,”Jaishankar,who
hadservedasthePresident’spresssecretaryandspeechwriter
from1992to1997, tweeted.

SUPPORTING INNOVATION
IN THE race to find solutions to the Covid-19 pandemic and
issuesfacedbyvarioussectors,hundredsofcompaniesandac-
ademic and research institutions have initiated innovation
andprojects.TheDepartmentofScienceandTechnologyhas
announced theMillenniumAllianceRound6andCOVID-19
InnovationChallengeAward,whichhasrecognised49 inno-
vativesolutionsinfivefocussectorsof India.Thedepartment
currentlysupports150technologybusiness incubatorswith
over4,000technologystartupswithintheseincubatorsacross
thecountry.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

DAYS AFTER Nepal Prime
MinisterKPSharmaOlicalledup
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
andunlockedthefrozenbilateral
dialogueamidtheboundarydis-
pute,Kathmanduislearnttohave
proposed a meeting of the
BoundaryWorkingGroup(BWG)
inAugustendorearlySeptember.
This was conveyed to New

Delhi after the PrimeMinisters
spoke to each other on
August15.
Led by the SurveyorGeneral

ofIndia,theBWGisdifferentfrom
the foreign secretariesmeeting
thatisbeingsoughttodiscussthe
Kalapaniborderdispute,but it is
an importantmechanism to re-
viewtheboundarywork.
The BWG is a joint agency

constituted by the governments
ofIndiaandNepalin2014tocarry
out works in the fields of con-
struction, restoration and repair
of boundary pillars including
clearanceof ‘no-man’s land’ and
othertechnical tasks.
The group so far has held six

meetings. The lastmeetingwas
on August 28 last year in
Dehradun.
In 2017, the two sides had fi-

nalised the comprehensive plan
andmodalitiesforexecutionand
completionofboundaryworkin
thenextfiveyears.
TheBWG’s inputs are critical

as they are given to the govern-
ments on the basis of field-level
survey.

TheAugust15phonecall be-
tweenPrimeMinistersModiand
Oli, followed by the August 17
meetingbetweenseniorofficials
on Indian government-assisted
projects in Nepal, have
smoothened theway for further
dialogue.Thetwosidescannow
usemodern technology, includ-
ing satellite imagery and drone
survey, to review theworkdone
attheBWG.
The BWG meeting follows

fromtheleader-levelphonecon-
versationwheretheyhad“agreed
tocontinuediscussionsonbilat-
eralmatters in the future”. This
had signalled an outreach and
willingness to take forward the
conversationat thehighest level
topragmaticconversationat the
diplomatic level.
AmeetingoftheBWG,which

isexpectedtotakeplacethrough
videoconferencing,assumessig-
nificanceinthewakeofdeteriora-
tion of ties between the two
countries in the last three
months.

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

IN THE political wilderness for
more than three decades, the
Congress inUttar Pradesh is try-
inghard towooDalits aswell as
Brahminssimultaneouslyinanat-
tempttocarveoutapoliticalspace
foritself inthestatewheredomi-
nant regional parties the SP and
BSPare struggling.However, the
movesarealsorevealingthefric-
tionswithintheparty.
At AICC general secretary

PriyankaGandhiVadra’sinstance,
adelegationofCongressleadersled
byMaharashtraministerandthe
party’sSCdepartmentheadNitin
Raut,stateCongresspresidentAjay
KumarLalluandAICCgeneralsec-
retary and Rajya Sabha MP P L
PuniaThursdayvisitedAzamgarh,
whereaDalitvillageheadwasshot
allegedlybyuppercastes.
TheCongresshadbeentrying

hardtowootheSCcommunityin

UPforlongbutwithlittlesuccess.
Theattemptsgoback to thedays
whenRahulGandhiused to tour
the state regularly.While theag-
gressionhasupsettheBSP—visible
inMayawati’sdecisiontoreclaim
hersixMLAsfromtheCongressin
Rajasthan, and her statements
mentioningtheCongresswhileat-
tackingtheSPandBJP inthecon-
textofatrocitiesagainstDalits—it

is also revealing the factionalism
withintheCongress.
Thereisuneaseamongasec-

tionoftheCongress’suppercaste
leadership, with some of them
askingwhy the state Congress
hadnot sent delegations to visit
the families of Brahmins who
havebeenkilled.“Itisfinethatwe
have sent a delegation to
Azamgarh, butwhy arewe not

sending similar delegations to
meet the families of those from
the Brahmin community who
havebeenkilled?”aleadersaid.
While the SPhas announced

itwill install a 108-foot statueof
Parashuram in Lucknow,
Mayawatihassaidshewillinstall
aneventallerstatuethatifelected
topowerin2022.
IntheCongress,formerUnion

minister JitinPrasada, thepatron
of theBrahminChetnaParishad,
hadbefore the lockdown toured
thestateandmetBrahminswho
havelosttheirfamilymembersto
murders or alleged custodial
deaths.Butheissaidtobegetting
nosupportfromtheUPCC.
Onthecontrary, sourcessaid,

the state leadership is encourag-
ing leaders likeAcharyaPramod
Krishnamand former Varanasi
MPRajeshMishratoreachoutto
theBrahmincommunity,indicat-
ingfactionalismwithintheparty.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

FORMER UNIONminister and
seniorCongressleaderASHWANI
KUMAR speaks toMANOJ CG
aboutwhythedemandsforinter-
nal elections aremisplaced, and
thewayforwardtorejuvenatethe
party.

Therearedemandsfor
internalelectionsand
electionstotheCWC.Your
comments?
Elections intheirverynature,

consideringinparticulartheway
Congress isstructured,canbedi-
visiveanddebilitating. Isincerely
feelatthispointoftime,whenthe
partyisfacing manychallenges,
we should not embark upon an
exercisethatispotentiallydivisive.
Mrs Gandhi’s leadership has
unanimous approvalwithin the
party. It is only fair for us to trust
herjudgement...Thistalkofelec-
tionisnothingmorethanshadow
boxingbecause the result that is
intended is not guaranteed be-

causetheconstitutionoftheelec-
toralcollege–namelytheAICC–
for elections to theCWC itself is

theresultofapoliticalconsensus
hammeredwithin the party by
theCongresspresident...Youcan’t
haveelections for the sakeof ap-
peasingaparticularsetofpeople.

Shadowboxing,appeasing
somepeople—whatisinyour
mind?
I hear somewhispersof peo-

pleinsistingonelections.Iamnot
against elections as long as they
achieveadesiredresultofrejuve-
natingtheparty.Butthewaythis
campaignisbeingbuilt,itstiming,
andconsideringthattheendpur-
posedoesn’tseemtobeclear…In
theCongress’s schemeof things,
theentirestructureisbasedupon
political consensus hammered
out at various levels from the
block to theAICC. As long as the
electoral college itself is not con-
stitutedthroughanelection,what
kindofanelectionresultcanyou
expectbyhavingelections in the
AICC?

Whereisthepartygoing
wrongwhenitcomesto
raisingissues?
Wecannotanchorourpoliti-

calstrategyexclusively insaying
what is wrongwith the BJP. Of
course,thatisanessentialpartof
every opposition party’s func-
tioning…wehavethedutytoop-
pose, expose and depose…but
alongside thatwemust give an
alternative narrative. The real
challenge is to have one core is-
suearoundwhichanalternative
can be built.We can’t lose our-
selves in peripheral issues that
havetransitoryresonance.

What is that issue?
That is freedom, inclusion,

liberty, dignity and justice.We
have seen in the last few years
the entire atmosphere in the
country is going in an undesir-
abledirection.

FULLINTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,AUGUST20

TWODAYSafterthreeRJDlegis-
lators joined the JD(U), three
more MLAs, including former
health minister Tej Pratap
Yadav’sfather-in-lawChandrika
Rai, Thursday switched to the
JD(U) fromtheRJD.
Jayvardhan Yadav, Paliganj

(Patna)MLAandgrandsonof for-
merCongressMPandex-Union
ministerRamLakhanSinghYadav,
and Faraz Fatmi, Keoti
(Darbhanga)MLAandsonof for-
merRJDMPMAAFatmi,werethe
otherleaderswhojoinedtheJD(U)
in the presence of senior party
leaders andministers Bijendra
PrasadYadavandSravanKumar.
Parsa(Saran)MLAChandrika

Rai said, “RJDhasbeenapartyof
capitalists. Committedworkers
have not been happywith RJD
leadership. I am impressedwith
socialjusticeeffortsbyCMNitish
Kumar.Weappreciate... zerotol-
erance policy against crime and
corruption.”
Faraz Fatmi, whose father is

alreadypartof theJD(U),sought

toknowwhy theRJD ill-treated
MAAFatmi.“RJDhasbeenairy-
fairy... It isNitishKumarwhohas
donesomethingconcreteforthe
welfare of Muslims. There have
beenseveralwelfareschemes...”
Jayvardhan Yadav said he

hardly got “the kind of respect”
he“deserved”.“IjoinedJD(U)be-
causeofdevelopmentworksbe-
ingcarriedoutbyNitishKumar.”
RJD spokesperson

Mrityunjay Tewari said,
“Chandrika Rai had announced
hisdecision longago. Somedis-
gruntled and selfish individuals
leavinguswouldmakenodiffer-
ence. Thosewho care for social
justicearewithus.”

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

INDORE HAS emerged as the
cleanest city in the country for
the fourth time inarowaccord-
ing to the Swachh Survekshan
2020, the Union Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA)saidonThursday.
TheSwachhSurvekshan2020

is the fifth edition of the annual
cleanliness urban survey con-
ducted by theMoHUA inwhich
4,242 cities, 62 cantonment
boardsand97Gangatownswere
surveyed,withfeedbackreceived
from1.87crorecitizens.
According to the survey,

Indorewas ranked first among
the47citieswithapopulationof
morethanonemillion, followed
by Surat and NaviMumbai. All
theNationalCapitalRegioncities
in this category performed
poorly—Ghaziabad wasranked
19,followedbySouthDelhi(rank
31), North Delhi (rank 43) and
EastDelhi (rank46).
Patna,ranked47,isatthebot-

tom of the list. Other cities that
have performed poorly include
Greater Mumbai (rank 35),
Bruhat Bengaluru (rank 37),
Amritsar (rank 39), Kota (rank
44)andChennai (rank45).
Uttar Pradesh’s cites have

performed slightly better, with
Lucknowonthe12thplace,Agra
ranked 16, Prayagraj 20, and
Kanpur 25. Prime Minister
NarendraModi’sconstituencyof
Varanasi is at rank 27. However,
in a separate category of Ganga
Towns having a population of
more than 1 lakh, Varanasi has
beenrankedthecleanestamong
46towns.
Among citieswith apopula-

tionof 1-10 lakh, Chhattisgarh’s
Ambikapurhasbeensurveyedas
thecleanestcityinthecountry,fol-
lowedbyMysoreandNewDelhi.
Bihar’sGayawitharankof382isat
thebottominthiscategory.
Maharashtra’s Karad has

been ranked as the cleanest in
thecategoryofcitieswithapop-
ulationof lessthanonelakh,fol-
lowed by Sasvad and Lonavala
(also inMaharashtra).

UP HOUSE MEETS, WITH SAFETY NORMS
Thethree-daymonsoonsessionof theUttarPradeshLegislaturebeganunderstrictCovid-19protocolsonThursdaywith
obituaryreferences for itspresentandformermembers, includingministersKamalRaniVarunandChetanChauhanwho
succumbedtocoronavirus. Express

Swachh Survekshan 2020:
Indore named cleanest
city for 4th year in a row
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‘We cannot anchor our strategy only
in saying what is wrong with BJP’

As Cong reaches out to Dalits, Brahmins
in UP, friction comes to the fore

Chandrika Rai, 2 other
RJD MLAs join JD(U)

PrimeMinisterNarendra
ModiwithNepal
counterpartKP SharmaOli

JD(U)chiefNitishKumar
withtheMLAsinPatna.PTI

Congress leaderRahulGandhipays tributeto formerPM
RajivGandhionhis76thbirthanniversary, inDelhi.

AmitMehra

Nepal proposes
meeting of
boundarywork
group by Sept

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,AUGUST20

THEBJPonThursdaysummoned
fourpartyMLAsinRajasthanwho
hadmissed theMotion of Conf-
idencemovedbytherulingCon-
gress in theAssemblyonAugust
14, and sought an explanation
abouttheirabsence.
The MLAs met Leader of

OppositionGulabChandKataria
and subsequently party’s state
presidentSatishPoonia.
All fourMLAs –Gopi Chand

Meena, KailashChandraMeena,
HarendraNinama,andGotamLal
–confirmedtoTheIndianExpress
thattheywereinitiallypresentin
theAssembly thedaybut left af-
teritwasadjournedtill1pm.
The four are among18MLAs

sent by the BJP toGujarat in the

run-up to theAssembly session,
their absence is seen as having
raisedsuspicionfortheparty.
BJP state chief Poonia said,

“Apparently itwasnothing seri-
ousbuttheirabsencecounts.SoI
will have a meeting with the
LeaderofOppositionandwewill
decide (what todonext) and the
intensity(ofMLAs’action).”
GopiChandMeena,MLAfrom

Aspur(inDungarpurdistrict)said:
“At the legislaturepartymeeton
August 13, it had been decided
thatthepartywillbringaMotion
ofNoConfidenceandallofushad
signed for it. However,whenwe
met in the Assembly – around
9.30 amonAugust 14– (Deputy
Leader of Opposition) Rajendra
Rathore told us thatwe are not
moving the motion since the
Congress factionshave reunited,
and that coronaviruswill bedis-

cussedintheAssembly.”
Meena saidhewas suffering

fromdiarrhoea since August 7.
“ConstanttravelensuredthatIdid
notgetproper rest. Iwas inAsse-
mblyuntil 11.45amthatdaybut
...had tovisit the toilet frequently,
so I left for theMLAquarters, as I
wastoldthatnothingwouldhap-
pen in theAssembly,” he said. “I
tookmedicine, putmyphoneon
silent, andwent to sleep. Poonia-
ji calledmeuparound4pmand
askedaboutmywhereabouts.”
Kailash Chandra,MLA from

Garhi (Banswara), said: “My car
wasundergoingrepairatawork-
shop.Mydriverdidn’thavemon-
ey(topayfor thework), sowhen
theHousewasadjournedIleftfor
theworkshopinanautorickshaw.
IdidnotrealiseIwillgetstuckdue
to rain. Iwas constantly in touch
withKataria-jiandPoonia-ji.”

Ghatol (Banswara) MLA
Harendra Ninama said hewas
supposed toattendan Indepen-
dence Day programme in his
constituency the next day. “So
when the Assembly was ad-
journed until 1 pm, I left formy
constituency. It takes around 9-
10hours(byroad),sinceitis500
kmfromJaipur.”
Gotam Lal fromDhariawad

(Pratapgargh)alsoleftforhiscon-
stituency when the Assembly
was adjourned. “The party de-
cided not to move a no-confi-
dencemotion.TheCongress fac-
tionshad(also)reunited,sothere
wasnothingmuchleft.Moreover,
theweekendwas arriving and I
had tobe inmyconstituency for
IndependenceDay. So after the
Housewasadjourned,Ireturned
to theMLA quarters, had lunch
andleft forPratapgarh.”

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

BJPMPandmemberofthestand-
ing committee on Information
TechnologyNishikantDubeyThu-
rsdaywrotetoLokSabhaSpeaker
OmBirla,seekingremovalofCon-
gressMPShashiTharooraschair-
manof thestandingcommittee.
AnotherITpanelmemberand

BJP MP Rajyavardhan Rathore
wrotetotheSpeaker,drawinghis
attentiontothe“violationofrules”
byTharoor.
Earlier,Dubeygaveanoticeof

breachofprivilegeagainstTharoor
aftertheofficeof thechairmanof
thestandingcommitteesentalet-
tertoFacebook,seekinganexpla-
nationon TheWall Street Journal
reportwhich stated that a senior
public policy executive of Face-
book “opposed applying hate-
speechrules”toat least fourindi-

vidualsandgroupslinkedwiththe
BJPevenafter theywere“flagged
internallyforpromotingorpartic-
ipatinginviolence”.Dubeyhasal-
leged thatTharoorviolated rules
bynottakingmembersof theco-
mmittee into confidencebefore
the standing committee chair-
man’sofficewrotetoFacebook.
Tharoor,too,hasgivenanotice

of breachof privilegeagainstDu-
bey,citinghis“disparaging”rem-
arksagainsthimonsocialmedia.
DubeyhasrequestedtheSpea-

kertoinvokeRule283–powerof
Speaker to givedirections to the

committees – in relation toRule
258(3)ofRulesofProcedureand
Conduct of Business in the Lok
Sabhatochooseanothermember

toactaschairpersonof thepanel.
HeallegedthatTharoorhadbeen
runningaffairsof thecommittee
in a “thoroughly unprofessional
mannerand toservehispolitical
agendaofspreadingrumoursand
defaming”BJPanditsmembers.
Tharoor’smentionof a prac-

ticefollowedbyTheHouseofCo-
mmons in his notice also came
underfirefromDubey.“Speaking
inSpenserianEnglishwith a for-
eignaccentdoesnotgivefreedom
toanindividualnotonlytodisre-
gardour gloriousparliamentary
institutions/Organs tomeet his
ownpolitical ambitions but also
to abuse our Constitution by re-
ferringtotheHouseofCommons
forestablishingthatwhileraising
pertinentissuesforregulatingthe
affairs of Parliamentary Comm-
itteeonInformationandTechno-
logyasperestablishedprocedure,
I have committed the offence of
BreachofPrivilege,”hesaid.

BJP summons 4 MLAs who missed
confidence motion, seeks explanation

RAJASTHAN

NewDelhi: The Parliam-
entaryCommitteeonInfo-
rmation Technology has
summoned Facebook on
September2inconnection
withTheWallStreetJournal
report, sources said. On
September1,thecommit-
teewilltakepresentations
fromMinistry of Electro-
nicsandInformationTech-
nology,HomeMinistryand
Jammu and Kashmir,
amongothers, to discuss
Internetshutdowns. ENS

House panel
summons FB

Tharoor,NishikantDubey

Now, Dubey seeks Tharoor removal
as chairman of House panel on IT

File

New Delhi
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NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
The following item rate e-tender are invited through e-tendering
on behalf of competent authority :

(i) To be opened online in the office of Executive Engineer-I :
(ii) Technical Bid opening at 15:00 Hrs. on 28.08.2020 for

work at Sr. No. 1 & 2 & 31.08.2020 for work at Sr. No.3.
(iii) Terms and Conditions and details can be seen at website

https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
Sd/-

Executive Engineer-I
DIP/Shabdarth/0238/20-21 DAMB

S.
No

Name of
work

Estimated
cost

Earnest
Money

Time of
compln.

Last date &
Time of receipt

of tenders
through e-

procurement

Tender ID no
/ NIT No

1

Providing
Rain Water
Harvesting
System at
Staff
quarter
Rohini

Rs
5,80,517/-

Rs.
11,700/-

2
months

28/08/2020 Up
to

14.30 Hrs.

2020_DAMB
_193561_1

2

Providing
Rain Water
Harvesting
System 2
Nos. in
NGM
Najafgarh

Rs
9,02,843/-

Rs.
18100/-

3
months

28/08/2020 Up
to

14.30 Hrs.

2020_DAMB
_193556_1

3

Improvem
ent of
entry and
exit gate at
F&V
Market
Keshopur

Rs
19,97,544/-

Rs.
40,000/-

3
months

31/08/2020 Up
to

14.30 Hrs.

2020_DAMB
_

193562_1

Delhi Agricultural
Marketing Board

(Govt. of NCT of Delhi)
9, Institutional Area, Pankha Road, Janakpuri,

New Delhi-110058
Tel:- 28522085, 28525232, Fax:- 011-28522085,

Email:- ambdl@nic.in, Website:- www.delagrimarket.nic.in

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, AUGUST20

AWARofwordshas brokenout
betweenseniorAIADMKandBJP
leaders in Tamil Nadu after the
stategovernmentdeniedpermis-
sionforVinayakaChaturthifestiv-
itiescitingtheCovid-19situation.
State Fisheries Minister D

Jayakumar on Thursday re-
sponded sharply to BJP national
secretaryHRaja’s recent remark
that the BJP government in
Karnatakais“aanmaiyullaarasu”,
meaninga“manlygovernment”.
Raja was taking a dig at the
AIADMK government denying
permissiontoHinduoutfitstoor-
ganiseVinayakaChaturthi cele-
brations. Jayakumar said,
“AIADMK is verymuch amanly
party,oursisamanlygovernment
too.Donotrubusthewrongway.”
Jayakumar then recounted a

previous incident inwhichRaja
blamedhisTwitteradminaftera
tweetfromhishandletriggereda
rowandwhentheBJPleaderapol-
ogisedbeforeMadrasHighCourt.
“All of youknowaboutRaja.We
have already seenhis greatness
andmanliness…Dopeoplewho
post a tweet and gohiding have
manliness?,”theministersaid.
Jayakumar also took a swipe

attheBJP’sstatesocialmediacon-
venorCTRNirmalKumarwhore-
cently tweeted thatAIADMKhid
behind the sareeof awoman for
30years—anapparent reference
toformerCMJJayalalithaa.
“Everyone knows who all

werewaiting at the residenceof
thatwoman leader years ago,”
Jayakumarsaid.
DespitetheCovid-19surgein

Tamil Nadu, state BJP chief L
Muruganhas been arguing that

Vinayaka Chaturthi festivities
should go on. “It allowed liquor
shops,andpublicworshipinsmall
placesofworship,”hehassaid.
Murugan has said

MaharashtraandKarnatakahave
allowedfestivitiesandthattheBJP
willsupportanydecisiontakenby
HinduMunnani—afringeoutfit.
Chief Minister Edappadi K

PalaniswamiThursdayasserting
that the governmentwill act as
pertheMadrasHighCourtorder.
ThecourtWednesday refused to
pass an order on the festivities,
sayingthestatehasinitswisdom
alreadyprohibitedsuchactivities.
Headdedthestatewasfollow-

ingCentre’sguidelines.
TheCovid-19casecountinthe

statehasclimbedto3.61lakhand
ithasreportedover6,200deaths,
According to seniorAIADMK

leaders, a statement byBJP state
vice-presidentVPDuraisamythat
BJPwill lead theNDAalliance in
TamilNadu since it is a national
party isbehindtheAIADMKtak-
ingastrongstandagainstitsally.
Theleaderssaidthestatement

was a sign for theAIADMK lead-
ershiptosendoutamessagethat
theywouldnotbepushedaround.
“The result of our alliance

with BJP was disastrous in the
last Lok Sabha. There aremany
factors that force the leadership
tomaintainouralliance,but it is
alsonecessaryforustomakethe
rightdecisions for everyone, in-
cludingtraditionalminorityvot-
erswhousedtosupportus,”said
aseniorminister.

tendstoscandalise,orlowersortends
tolowertheauthorityof,anycourt”.
Theywithdrewthepetitionlater.
Excerpts froman interviewwith

Shourie:

TheSupremeCourthasheldthat
thetwotweetsbyPrashant
Bhushanshakethefaithofthe
peopleintheSupremeCourt,that
theyundermine“thecentral
pillarofdemocracy”inour
country.And,therefore,mustbe
dealtwithseverely.Bhushandoes
notagree,nordoseveralsenior
lawyerswhohavewritten
stronglywordedarticlesagainst
theSupremeCourt’sjudgment.
Onwhosesidedoyoucomedown
--theSupremeCourt’sor
Bhushan’s?
Not just that, theyhave said that

histweetswill frightenthelowerju-
diciary: ‘If the SC can’t protect itself,
howwill it protect us?’More than
that:thetwotweetswilllowerIndia’s
imageabroad--forIndiaislookedup
to as ademocracy and these tweets
undermine the central pillar of that
democracy.
No advertising executive could

havedevisedabetteradvertisement
for thecompany thatownsTwitter:
‘Come,joinTwitter:see,sopowerful
is our platform thatwith just two
tweets youcanundermine the cen-
tralpillarofthelargestdemocracyin
theworld’.
The judgment brings out not

Prashant’s viewof this centralpillar,
but theviewof the Judges: that this
centralpillarisnowsohollowedout,
that it issofragilethatamerepuffof
twotweetscanputitinjeopardy.Not
thetweetsbutsuchremarks,coming
as theydo from three Judges of the
SupremeCourt, strainpeople’s faith
intheSupremeCourt.

Butwhensomeonesaysthat
democracyhasbeenundermined
inthelastsixyearsandthatthe

SupremeCourt,inparticularthe
lastfourChief Justiceshavebeen
abettorsinthisundermining,
doesthatnoterodepeople’sfaith
inthejudicialsystem?Whatcan
theCourtdoinsuch
circumstances?
Firstandforemost,itmustlookin

themirror. Has it been aiding and
abettingtheassaultondemocracy,its
institutionsandvaluesornot?Ifithas,
thenthecriticisafriendoftheCourt,
he isalerting it to thewrong it isdo-
ing. If it has not, then he can go on
rantingashewill, he is theonewho
will lose credibility, peoplewill stop
believinghim.Theywillgonotbytwo
tweets but by the record of judg-
mentsandtheconductoftheJudges.
Second, today truth is adefence.

So,whentheCourtisoffendedbythe
commentofsomeone,itmust,itisby
lawboundtogivehimtheopportu-
nitytoprovehisassertion:

■Willtruthnotbeadmittedasa
defenceinacountrywhosenational
mottoisSatyamevaJayate?

■Whose ‘Father of theNation’
said time and time again, ‘Truth is
God’?

■Butmore than that, that truth
isadefence,andthereforethealleged
contemnormustbegiventheoppor-
tunity tomake good his charge, is
nowthelaw

■And that lawhasbeenupheld
by a 5-JudgeConstitutionBench of
the SupremeCourt, incidentally in
myowncase.
Thatisthelaw,andyouwillpun-

ishhimwithoutgivinghimachance
toprovewhathehassaid?

TheSupremeCourthasalsotaken
Bhushantotaskforaninterview
hegavenineyearsago.Inthathe
hadallegedthatseveraljudges,
includingChief Justices,hadbeen
corrupt.Doesthatnotmanifestly
lowerthedignityoftheJudges
andthejudicialsystem?
First, as I mentioned, you are

obligedtogivehimtheopportunityto
prove his assertion. The fact that
some lawyers -- and they are in the
best position to know -- feel that
some judges are corrupt is amatter
ofrecord.Theotherday,IqbalChagla
pointed out in The Indian Express
thatunderhisleadershiptheBombay
High Court Bar Association passed
resolutions saying that five judges
therewerecorrupt,thatlateritdidso
againinregardtoaChief Justice.
Second,what lowers thedignity

of the judicial system in such in-
stancesisnotatweet,but

■Thefacts
■ Theprocedureofdealingwith

suchcases–impeachment--iscom-
pletely inadequate, in theend, com-
pletelypartisan

■Andcompletelyopaque:aswas
the case in dealingwith the allega-
tionofmisconductagainsttheprevi-
ousChief Justice.

■ Rectify these shortcomings
rather than venting your anger at
tweets.
Third,rememberthat‘corruption’

does not mean only accepting
money. Anacademic or a journalist
maynotbeacceptingmoneyandyet
beintellectuallycorruptinthatheha-
bituallyplagiarisesfromtheworkof
others.
Aperson,sayajudgeorapolitical

leader,maybethoroughlyhonest in
monetaryterms,butthoroughlycor-
ruptmorally:hemaybeproclaiming
high principles in grandiloquent
prosefromthepulpit--aboutfunda-
mental rights, say, orbringing those
whoviolatethesetobook,orhelping
the poor -- and yetwhen the time
comestoputthemintopractice,may
notdoso. I cangiveyouapileof ex-
amplesof thiskindofcorruption.
As for accepting favours in the

narrowestsense,rememberthatun-
derthePreventionofCorruptionAct,
1988,(sections7and11),‘corruption’
thatissoughttobecurbedisnotjust
‘pecuniarygratification’orcorruption

that is ‘estimable inmoney’,butany
formoffavour:theActmakesaclear
distinction -- ‘any valuable thing or
pecuniaryadvantage’ --and it seeks
tocurbboth.

Ifeventheextremeandexplicit
commentsthatBhushanmadein
theinterviewdonotconstitute
contemptperse,whatkindof
words,whatkindofactionwould
constitutecontempt?What
shouldbethetest?
The test has to be a precise and

narrowone: is the persondoing or
sayingsomethingthatactuallyinter-
fereswiththecourseofjustice.Forin-
stance, ishethreateningorbribinga
witnessor a judge?This businessof
‘scandalising’ the court is just too
vague,andtooout-of-date.Oneofthe
greatest Judgesof the20th century,
LordDenningwascalled‘anass’fora
judgment he had given. And byno
lessapersonthanMichaelFoot--so
thecommentwassure tobewidely
noticedandpublicised.Buthenever
hauledupFootoranyoneelseforcon-
tempt. And please remember, his
judgmentswereasseverelycriticised
as theywere roundly applauded. In
one case, hewrote an entire judg-
ment -- and his judgments,which
changedthecourseoflaw,usedtobe
justapageortwolong--settingout
whyhewouldnothaul upaperson
forcontempt. Iwisheveryoneinter-
estedinourcourtswouldreadwhat
hewroteonwhyhewouldnot, and
why judges should not rush into
hauling people up for contempt. It
shouldbereadoutloudbyjudgesbe-
fore they begin dictating their own
judgmentsoncontempt.

Butsurelyyouarenotcondoning
abuse?
Theanswertothatwassetoutby

Gandhiji himself. ‘After all, what is
“abuse”?’hewrote.‘Ifindthatthedic-
tionarymeaning is “misuse,perver-
sion, bad use.”When thereforewe

call a thief a “thief” or a rogue a
“rogue”,wedonotabusehim…Only
themanusingaparticularadjective
mustmean it and be prepared to
proveit.’Gandhijiwentontocitere-
ligious scriptureswhich, hepointed
out, are full of adjectives and invec-
tiveofthestrongestkindagainstevil
doersandtheenemiesof thosethey
considered to be God -- like the
Ramcharitmanas of Tulsidas,who,
Gandhiji said, was ‘the quality of
mercypersonified’. Iwould request
every judge to read this article also
before he dictates any judgment
holdingsomeoneguiltyofcontempt.
(YoungIndia,November17,1921).

Ifevensuchexplicitcomments
cannotlowertheesteeminwhich
courtsareheldbypeople,what
determinestheesteeminwhich
peopleholdthecourts?
The judgments that theydeliver

and the conduct of judges -- in and
outofcourt.

Youobviouslydisagreewith
everythingthattheCourthas
held.Whatwouldbeyour
suggestionstoJudges?
First, be a littlemore confident

about your reputations and that of
theinstitution.
Second, remember that the es-

teeminwhichyouandyour institu-
tion is heldwill be determined by
your judgments and your conduct,
notbysometweet.
Third,lookuponcriticismascau-

tion,onthecriticasyourfriend. Ifhe
isright,youwouldbewelladvisedto
alter your conduct. If he iswrong, if
yourjudgmentsarelearned,fairand
wise,andhekeepssayingyouarein-
competenttoholdthatoffice,people
willstopbelievinghim.Inaword,be-
fore taking umbrage at something
that’sbeensaid,beforehaulingsome-
oneup,alwayslookintoamirror.

FULLINTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com

‘Judgements, conduct determine public esteem’
FROMPAGEONE

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

INDIA ON Thursday said that it
wantsanIndianlawyertorepre-
sent Kulbhushan Jadhav in the
IslamabadHigh Court. This is a
new demand by New Delhi,
apartfromtheexistingdemands
—askingforrelevantdocuments
of thecaseandunimpededcon-
sularaccess to Jadhav.
This about a fortnight after

the Islamabad High Court on
August 3 said India should be
given “another chance” to ap-
pointa lawyer todefendhim.
Ministry of External Affairs

spokespersonAnurag Srivastava
saidonThursday,whilerespond-
ingtoquestions,“Onthisissue,we
areintouchwithPakistanthrough
diplomatic channels. For a free
and fair trial in keepingwith the
letter and spirit of ICJ judgment,
we have asked for Jadhav to be
representedbyan Indian lawyer.
However,Pakistanhastofirstad-
dress the core issues --- giving
copies of relevant documents of
the case and providing unim-
pededconsularaccesstoJadhav.”
Morethanfouryearsafterhe

wasarrestedbyPakistaninMarch
2016 and subsequently sen-
tenced to death (in April 2017),
the Pakistan court had ordered,
“The government of Pakistan
shallonceagaininformJadhavre-
garding his rights…he shall be

specifically informedof his right
to avail the statutory remedy…
andtoauthorisetheGovernment
ofIndiatoarrangelegalrepresen-
tationonhisbehalf.”
“Pakistan government shall

communicate this order to the
Govtof India,thelattershallbeat
liberty to make appropriate
arrangements on behalf of
Jadhav,” it saidonAugust3.
Jadhav,aretiredNavyofficer,

wasarrestedallegedlyonMarch
3,2016,and Indiawas informed
of thisonMarch25,2016,when
the Pakistan Foreign Secretary
raisedthematterwiththeIndian
High Commissioner in
Islamabad.
NewDelhi thenmoved the

ICJ in May in 2017 against the
"farcical trial" by the military
courtofPakistanagainst48-year-
old Jadhav.Hewas sentenced to
death on charges of espionage
andterrorisminApril2017.
In July last year, the ICJ, in its

verdict,haddirectedPakistanto
allowconsularaccessandeffec-
tivelyreviewthedeathsentence.
The court had observed that
Pakistan had breached interna-
tional law by not granting him
consularaccess.

VINAYAKACHATURTHI

Fisheries
MinisterD
Jayakumar

OMKARGOKHALE&
KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI, AUGUST20

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Thursdaygrantedbailbydefault
toDHFLpromotersDheeraj and
KapilWadhawan,accusedinthe
Yes Bank money laundering
case, as it ruled that the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
hadnotfiledaprosecutioncom-
plaintorchargesheetwithinthe
stipulated60daysoftheirarrest.
However, theWadhawanswill
remaininjailasthere isanother
caseagainstthem,bytheCentral
Bureauof Investigation (CBI).
ED sources said the agency

willmovetheSupremeCourton
FridaytochallengetheHCorder.
An ED official said the court

wronglycounted thedateof re-
mandasMay14,whilecalculat-
ing the60-dayperiod.
"TheSupremeCourt in2015

inthecaseofRaviprakashSingh
versus the State of Bihar has
clearly said thatwhile comput-
ing the period of 60 days or 90
daysforfilingofchargesheet,the
day onwhich the accused is re-
manded to judicial custody
shouldbeexcludedand theday
onwhich the challan is filed in
the court shall be included.
Going by the SC order, the last
dayfor filingthechargesheetby
EDwas July13. Theagency filed
the charge sheet in the
WadhawancaseonJuly13,”said
theofficial.
While CBI is investigating

Wadhawans in the same case,
ED is separately probing other
pendingcasesagainst them.
A Special court in Mumbai

had last month denied bail by
default sought byWadhawans.
Thereafter, Wadhawanmoved
the HC. A single judge bench of
Bharati H Dangre passed an or-
derontheirpleasonThursday.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHUBANESWAR,AUGUST20

ODISHAPOLICEonThursdayar-
rested a 68-year-old British na-
tional on the charge of sexually
abusing aminor boywho stud-
ied at a shelter run by him in
Jharsugudadistrict.
JohnPatrickBridgeprovided

freeeducation to tribal children
at the shelter, where over 400
studentsarecurrently staying.
Accordingtothepolice,anin-

quiry had been initiated by the
IndianEmbassyinNewZealand
over allegedmisuse of funds by
theorganisation.During the in-
vestigation inOdisha, thepolice
discoveredtheallegedsexualas-
saultandaskedtheboytoregis-
teracomplaint.
“If more students come for-

ward,wewilltakeaction.Further
investigation is underway,” said
Jharsuguda SPRahul PR. The ac-
cused has been booked for
wrongfulrestraint,andunderthe
POCSOActandtheSC/STAct.

No ED chargesheet for 60
days, DHFL’s Wadhawan
brothers get default bail
EDsaysBombayHCcounteddatewrong

Briton who runs
Odisha shelter
home held for
sexual abuse

Kulbhushan
Jadhav

Centre says it has
asked for Indian
lawyer for Jadhav

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

R K IMO, Congress MLA from
Sagolband constituency in
Manipur and Chief Minister N
BirenSingh’sson-in-law,wasex-
pelled from the primarymem-
bership of the Congress
Thursday. Imo, alongwith for-
mer CM Okram Ibobi Singh’s
nephewOkramHenry,were is-
sued showcause notices by the
state Congress unit last month
for cross-voting in favour of the
BJP candidate during the Rajya
sabhapolls in June.
On August 10, during the

monsoonsessionoftheManipur
Assembly,OkramHenryandfive
otherCongressMLAs submitted
theirresignationstotheSpeaker.
Their resignations came at a

timewhenIbobiSinghhadcalled
foratrustvoteagainsttheBJP-led
government.Theresignationsby
theCongressMLAsensuredthat
theCongressdidnothaveenough
numbers todefeat theBJP in the
no-confidencemotion.

Congress expels
son-in-law of
Manipur CM

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

BREAKING ITS silence on the
convictionofadvocatePrashant
Bhushan in a contemptof court
case, the Congress on Thursday
said that the law has to be ap-
plied in an “even handed, fair,
balancedmanner” and argued
thattheconcernsraisedbymany
afterthejudgmentarenot“false,
frivolousorvexatious”.
Several opposition leaders

and lawyers from across the
countryhaveexpresseddismay
over the conviction of Bhushan
bytheSupremeCourt.Whilepo-
litical leaders have argued that
his conviction has caused “a
chillingeffectonfreespeechand
expression of dissent”, the
lawyershaveurgedthetopcourt
to “take corrective steps to pre-
ventmiscarriageof justice”.
At a Congress press confer-

ence, spokesperson Abhishek
Manu Singhvi said, “The con-

cerns raised by those after the
judgment are certainly not in
anymanner false, frivolous or
vexatious. They cannot be dis-
missedoff hand.Theydeservea
lot of careful thinking because
they include former judges of
thatveryCourt...”
Singhvi said that he didn’t

thinkitwouldberighttoassoci-
atethepartywithhisstatement,
butaddedthathehasnohesita-
tioninsayingfromtheCongress
podium that the law has to be
appliedinan“evenhanded, fair,
balancedmanner”.
Referring to demands that

thematter shouldbeheardbya
larger bench, Singhvi said,
“Althoughtherearetechnical is-
sues which should be consid-
ered, there is no hurry and the
speed also, I would say with
greatesthumility, isveryworry-
ing.Thespeedcreatespartof the
problem.Therightthingdonein
thewrongway,thewrongthing
doneinthewrongway,theseare
all facets tobeseen.”

Cong on Bhushan case:
Law has to be applied in
fair, balanced manner

Panaji:Twenty-oneyearsaftera
petition was filed by NGO Goa
Foundation, NGTWednesday
identifiedandaccepted46.11sq
km of land as private forest in
Goa. Indoingso, thetribunalre-
jectedaGoagovernmentreport
thathadreducedtheprivatefor-
est cover to41.2 sqkm.
The order by Justice Sheo

Kumar Singh, JudicialMember,
and Expert Member Dr Satya-
wanSinghGabryalsaidthatsince
the litigation had been pending
in the Supreme Court andHigh

Court before being sent to the
NGT, it shouldbetakenas final.
The NGT, having probed all

reports, said, “…we are of the
considered opinion that total of
46.11 sq kms (i.e 41.20 sq kmof
the forest area demarcated by
the Forest Department out of
67.12sqkmidentifiedbySawant
Committee and Karapurkar
Committee+4.91sqkmprivate
forest area identified by the
Review Committee) is the pri-
vate forest area in the state of
Goa.”ENS

21 years after plea, NGT identifies
46.11 sq km land in Goa as pvt forest

BJP,AIADMK in
warofwords
after TNdenies
nod to festivities

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,AUGUST20

FORTYDALIT families in Kantio
Kateni village of Odisha’s
Dhenkanal district have been
subjected to social boycott for
the past twoweeks after a 15-
year-old girl from the commu-
nity plucked flowers from the
backyardofanuppercastefam-
ily twomonthsago.
Afteronefamilyregisteredits

objection, the matter snow-
balled into a confrontation be-
tween the two communities,
eventually leading to the social
boycott of the 40 Dalit families,
local residents said.
The girl’s father Niranjan

Naiksaid,“Wehadimmediately
apologised so that the matter
couldberesolved,butfollowing
the incidents, severalmeetings
werecalledandtheydecided to
boycottus.Nobodyisallowedto
talk tous;wearenotallowedto
participateinanysocialeventof
thevillage.”
Thevillage,whichhasnearly

800 families, has 40 families
from the Scheduled Caste Naik
community.
The community submitted

memorandums to the district
administration and the police
stationconcernedonAugust17.
“The (local) PDS dealer and

the provision store owner have
stopped selling to us, forcing us
towalk at least 5 km to buy es-

sentials. Villagers have even
stoppedtalkingtous,”JyotiNaik,
oneof thevillagers, said.
The memorandum states

that theyhavebeendeprivedof
sharecropping to make sure
“that our people do not get ap-
pleworkinthevillage”andhave
tomoveinsearchofwork.“Most
of our people are semi-literate
andilliterateandworkinthevil-
lagers’ fields,” it adds.
Membersof thecommunity

havealsoalleged that theyhave
beenwarnedagainst takingout
any procession forweddings or
funerals on the village road. “A
diktat has been issued that our
community’s children cannot
study in the local government
school. Even teachers who be-
long to our community have

been asked to get themselves
transferred elsewhere on their
own,” says thememorandum.
While the village sarpanch

andmembersof thecommittee
that made these decisions
agreed that the villagers have
been asked not to talk tomem-
bersof thecommunity,theyde-
nied the other allegations.
HarmohanMallik, secretary of
the village development com-
mittee, said, “It is true that peo-
ple were asked not to talk to
them, and it is because of their
wrongdoings. But other allega-
tionsarebaseless.”
Sarpanch Pranabandhu Das

said, “It is an inter-community
matter and will get resolved
eventually. Themajority com-
munity has problems that the

minoritycommunityimplicates
them in false cases and files po-
lice complaintsunder theSC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.
The incident which triggered
thishadledtoanaltercationand
aminor brawl. For a couple of
days,asperthecommittee’sde-
cision, themajority community
hadstoppedtalkingwithmem-
bersoftheDalitcommunity.The
situation is now returning to
normal.”
Afterthememorandumwas

submitted, tworoundsof peace
meetingshavebeenheld,butthe
matterhasnotbeenresolved,ac-
cording tovillagers.
BishnuPrasadAcharya, sub-

collector of Kamakhya Nagar
subdivision, said: “Theyhadap-
proached the local police but
were not happywith the deci-
siontakenthere.Thentheycame
tome.Idirectedthemtothesub-
divisionalpoliceofficer.Iwillalso
attend a peace meeting with
bothcommunitiesandtrytore-
solve thematter.”
The police are also waiting

foranotherroundoftalks.Anand
KumarDungdung, inspector in-
charge, Tumusinga police sta-
tion,said:“Wehavetriedtosort
it out. They wanted to reach a
compromise and not drag the
matterfurther,whichiswhywe
didnotfileanFIR.Wehavecalled
for another meeting with the
leadersfrombothcommunities.
If theydonotresolvethematter,
wewillgoaheadandfileanFIR.”

Girl caught plucking flower, Odisha
village boycotts all 40 Dalit families

Naikfamilies inDhenkanaldistrict’sKantioKatenivillage
saytheyhavebeendeprivedof sharecroppingandwarned
against takingoutprocessions.Express
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SP City North, Jammu vide communication No. 9929-31/SPCN
dated 14.07.2020 has intimated that accused Tarlok Singh @ Dipai
Nath S/O Lakhan Singh R/O Ramnagar, Gangapur, Billari,
Moradabad, Upper Pradesh is evading his arrest in case FIR No.
194/2019 U/S 302 IPC, P/S Bakshi Nagar, Jammu since the commis-
sion of crime.

As such photograph of the said absconder/accused person is
being published for the information of Police establishments / Public
in general having any clue related to the whereabouts / present loca-
tion of the absconder/accused person, kindly communicate the same
on the below mentioned contact / Telephone numbers.

Description Roll:

Name : Tarlok Singh @ Dipai Nath

S/O : Lakhan Singh

R/O : Ramnagar, Gangapur, Teh.

Billari, Moradabad, Upper

Pradesh

Age : About 24 years

Height : About 5’6’’

Build : Medium

Complexion : Wheatish

Contacts/Telephone Numbers:

1. DPO, Jammu : 0191-2547807, 0191-2561578
2. SSP Jammu Mail I.D : sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in
3. PCR Jammu : 0191-2542000
4. SP City North : 0191-2547038
5. SDPO City West : 0191-2580251
6. P/S Bakshi Nagar : 0191-2580102

For Sr. Superintendent of Police,
Jammu

JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE
DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU

0191-2561578 (O), 0191-254780 (F), email- sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in

HUE AND CRY NOTICE
RULE NO. 712/191

DIPJ-3475

Admission Notification for MBA (Executive) Programme-2020
Exclusive opportunity for Working Executives for Fast Track Career Growth

The Central University of Odisha (CUO) invites aspiring Executives committed to excellence. The MBA
(Executive) programme is for Working Professionals aiming to have a Fast Track rise to positions such as
General Manager, CEO/Vice President/Chief General Manager, etc. Admission is open for public sector /
private sector official, an entrepreneur, a start-up owner, a doctor, an army officer, a lawyer, a model, an engineer
/ architect, a teacher, a cost accountant, a PR Head for whom management education is the next requirement for
a significant career scale-up.
Highlights:
v Curriculum is crafted on the pattern of some of the leading Global Business Schools and imparts knowledge,

skills and attitudes across all functional domains in management as well as in sun-up areas.
v Specially designed pedagogy involving interactive class sessions, case analysis and simulations and project

work ensure effective absorption and application of concepts and practices.
v Best Resource persons from across a range of National Institutions
v Duration: Four Semesters (Two Years)
v Seats: 100
Schedule for Admission:
v Last date of receiving application through e-mail: August 31, 2020
v Online Written Examination: September 7, 2020
v Online Personal Interview: September 9-10, 2020
v Declaration of Merit list: September 11, 2020
v e-Admission: September 14-15, 2020
v Commencement of online classes: September 16, 2020 (online classes until the COVID-19 problem

eases). A combination of Online and Offline classes will be adopted thereafter.
For more details like Application Form, Fee Structure, etc. please visit the CUO website: www.cuo.ac.in

Sd/-
davp 21317/11/0009/2021 REGISTRAR

AûdOÞXVff IZY³ýie¹f d½fV½fd½fôf»f¹f, IYûSXf´fbMX
Central University of Odisha, Koraput

Under the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India
Post - NAD, Sunabeda, Dist. - Koraput, Odisha. PIN-763004

GOVT. OF BIHAR

BIHAR COMBINED ENTRANCE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION BOARD
I.A.S. Association Building, Near Patna Airport, Patna-14.

POST GRADUATE MEDICAL ADMISSION COUNSELLING (PGMAC)-2020
for MD / MS / PGD in Govt. / Private Medical Colleges of Bihar

Adv. No.- BCECEB(PGMAC)-2020/25 Dated : 20.08.2020
Notice for MOP UP Counselling (Medical)

In continuation to earlier all published concerned Advertisement of PGMAC-2020, this is to inform
all NEET(PG)-2020 / PGMAC-2020 (Medical) candidates and all concerned that MOP UP Counselling for
seat allotment / admission will be going to be held Offline. The venue for offline counselling will be
BCECE Board office, IAS Bhawan, Patna-14. Detailed programme and process for MOP UP Counselling
of PGMAC-2020 (MD / MS / PGD Course) has been published through Adv. no. BCECEB(PGMAC)-
2020/26 dt. 20.08.2020 which is uploaded on Board's website : bceceboard.bihar.gov.in. All concerned
kindly go through the advertisement uploaded on Board's website and do accordingly.

Controller of Examination

WESTBENGAL

2electrocuted
inKolkatazoo
Kolkata: Two employees
ofaprivatefirm, engaged
to install a hoarding in-
side Alipore Zoo, died on
Thursdayaftercomingin
contact with a live wire,
an official said. Alipore
Zoo Director Asis
Samanta said that an-
other employee of the
firmis inhospitalandhis
condition is stated to be
serious.WestBengal Zoo
Authority has ordered a
probeintotheincident.A
zoo source said the elec-
trocution could have
beencausedduetoheavy
rain in Kolkata since
morning. The private
company’s employees
havebeenatwork inside
the zoo for the last few
weeks, officials said. PTI

AtAliporezoo.
Employeesofaprivate
firmwereinstallinga
hoardinginsidethe
zoowhentheywere
electrocuted.Archive

BRIEFLY

MAHARASHTRA

DRIheroincase:
Accusedkillsself
Mumbai:Overaweekaf-
ter the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) arrested threemen
from Delhi for their al-
leged involvement in the
1000-kg heroin seizure
from Nhava Sheva port,
oneofthemenwasfound
dead in the toilet of the
quarantine facility of
Taloja central jail.
Mohammed Nauman is
suspectedtohavediedby
suicide in theearlyhours
of Thursday. Nauman,
suspectedtobeamiddle-
man, was arrested on
August 9 with importer
SarveshBhatiaandlogis-
tics provider Mahendra
NigamfromDelhi. ENS

GUJARAT

2006blast
accusedheld
Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) has arrested aman
fromWest Bengal who
wasallegedly involvedin
facilitating the escape of
Lashkar-e-Taiba(LeT)op-
eratives accused in the
2006 Kalupur Railway
Station bomb blast case.
Accordingtoofficials, the
accused, Abdul Razzaq
Gazi, a resident of
Basirhat in North 24
Parganasdistrict,wasar-
rested on August 18 by a
Gujarat ATS team for his
roleinthemultipleblasts
in February 2006, in
which10peoplewerein-
jured.TheysaidGazihad
allegedlygivenshelter to
LeT operatives including
26/11terrorattackplotter
Zabiuddin Ansari alias
Abu Jundal and Zulfikar
Faiyyaz Kagzi and facili-
tatedtheirexitfromIndia
to Pakistan via the
BangladeshBorder. ENS

KERALA

6arrestedfor
huntingbison
Kochi: Forest officers
have arrested six people
in connection with the
hunting of a pregnant
Indian bison, an animal
protected under
Schedule 1 of the
Wildlife Protection Act.
The incident was re-
ported in Chakkikuzhi
areaofKalikavuRangeof
Nilambur South forest
division. The arrests
came after officials
raided the residence of
one of the accused fol-
lowing a tip-off on
August 10 and seized 25
kg of meat, which was
confirmed as a bison’s.
Theaccused live inaset-
tlement around 1 km
awayfromwherethebi-
sonwas killed. ENS

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,AUGUST20

THE BIHAR government
Wednesdaysealedaprivatehos-
pitalinPatna,whichhadallegedly
billedaCovidpatientRs6.34lakh.
Simultaneously,ithasasked28re-
mainingprivate hospitals in the
state capital to submit adetailed
report on the amount they
charged for treating each and
everyCovidpatient.
Not onlyhas theprivatehos-

pital - JDM Hospital in
Kankerbagh-beensealed,butfive
of its functionaries including the
ManagingDirector andadoctor,
have been booked forwrongful
restraint, cheating, criminal con-
spiracy, criminal breach of trust
and alsounderprovisions of the
EpidemicDiseaseAct.
Astategovernmentfact-find-

ing team said the hospital had
givenahandwrittenbilltothe48-
year-old patient,who is a Patna
resident.
The hospital did not display

thechargesforCovidtreatmentat
its premises. Thedistrict admin-
istration is likely to issue aCovid
treatmentratelistforprivatehos-
pitals,officialsourcessaid.
Thegovernmentactedagainst

JDMHospital following a com-
plaintbya relativeof aCovidpa-
tient,whohadapproachedManoj

Kumar, District Programme
Officer.TheDPOregisteredacase
August 18 against JDMHospital
MDRajuKumarSingh,AjitKumar,
AssistantManager,DrRNRashmi,
SunnyKumar,LabTechnician,and
anotherstafferJitendraPandeyun-
derIPCsections341(wrongfulre-
straint), 342 (wrongful confine-
ment), 406 (criminal breach of
trust), 420 (cheating) and 120B
(criminal conspiracy) andunder
provisions of EpidemicDisease
Act.Noarresthasbeenmadesofar.
When contacted, Manoj

Kumar, District Programme
Officer, Patna, told The Indian
Express, “We found that thehos-
pitalhadnotdisplayeditsventila-
tor,ICU,roomandothercharges.It
alsodidnotmaintainaregisterof
patientsadmittedanddischarged.
We did not get satisfactory an-
swers onhow it chargedRs6.34
lakh from the patientwho had
been admitted on July 30. The
hospitalhadofferedahand-writ-
ten billwithout giving any clear
break-upof treatmentand facili-
tiesprovided.Wealsolearntthat
patientswould be confined and
torturedifbillswerenotpaid.”
The nephew of the patient,

who did notwish to be named,
said, “Thehospital didnot tell us
about ICU or ventilator charges
and rather askedRs5,000 insur-
ance charges per day.We paid
themRs2.44 lakh. Thehospital

gave us a handwritten bill and
threatened uswith dire conse-
quencesifwedidnotpaytheen-
tirebill.”
JDM Hospital Managing

DirectorRajuKumarSingh,how-
ever, denied having given them
any handwritten bill. "Wehave
workedoutabillofRs4,26,300,of
whichtheyhadpaidRs2,44,000.
Our bill clearly says that ICU
chargesareRs17,000perdayand
ventilator charges areRs 22,000
per day. These charges also in-
cludesomealliedfacilities.Thepa-
tientwasdiabeticandhadbeenin
ICUforsixdaysandonaventilator
forthreedays,”saidSingh.
The relative of the patient,

however, said theyhadnotbeen
givenanycomputerisedbill."The
handwrittenbillsaidRs6.34lakh,”
hesaid.
Patna District Magistrate

KumarRavi, however, said, “JDM
Hospital had not displayed its
treatment charges aswarranted
underClinicalEstablishmentAct.
Ahospital has todisplay its rates
for transparency. In the JDM
Hospital case, the Covid patient
shouldhavebeenchargedabout
Rs2.5 lakh.Now,wehave issued
ratesaprivatehospitalcancharge
forCovidtreatment.AllPatnapri-
vatehospitals areunder ‘A’ cate-
gorywhilehospitalsofotherdis-
trict towns are under other
categories.”

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST20

LASTMONTH, as the lockdown
eased, Bikram Singha, 26, from
WestBengal’sUttarDinajpur,de-
cided to return to Kozhikode in
Keralawherehehadbeenwork-
ing as a daily-wagemason for
four years.His planwas tohead
to therentedquarterswherehe
had been staying earlier and go
through the mandatory two-
weekquarantinebeforelooking
fora job.
But on July 19, when Singha

gotoff at theKozhikode station,
revenue officials and police
stoppedhim,toldhimtheCovid
situation in the state was bad,
and that hewould have to take
the next train out of the state.
Thefollowingday,Singhatooka
trainbackhome.
Even as inter-state travel re-

strictionswereeasedandKerala
allowedmigrants to return, the
state'sCovidnumbershavebeen
steadily increasing. The surge in
cases has coincidedwith strong
local opposition in themigrant
hubs of Palakkad, Thrissur,
ErnakulamandKottayam,espe-
cially in the rural areas, against
returning migrants staying in
quarantinecentresintheirmidst.
Though the state govern-

menthastaskedtherevenuede-

partment with arranging for
centres where people can be
quarantined for free, in the face
of resistancefromresidents, the
workers are being asked to go
back or, as in the case of Sohel
Nazirudhin Shaikh, forced to
takeuppaidaccommodation.
Shaikh, 32, from Anand in

Gujarat,whodidpaintingjobsin
Kerala for 10 years, had gone
homedaysbeforethelockdown.
"I decided to come backwhen I
heardabout a job. Theownerof
the rented accommodation in
Chathamangalam, 30 km from
Kozhikode, where I had been
staying, agreed to letme stay in
quarantine there,"hesaid.
But when he reached

Kozhikode,hewastoldtogoback.
"I then called my friends in
Kozhikode,who got activists to
intervene,afterwhichtheofficials
agreedtoletmestay.Butbythen
the house owner changed his
mind, saying the localsweren't
toohappy,soIwasforcedtogoto
ahotel forRs900aday,"hesaid.
Aseniorofficialof theLabour

Departmentsaidit'stherespon-
sibility of the contractors who
bring migrant workers to the
state toensurequarantine facil-
ities for them. In the case of
workers who come on their
own, district administrations
have been told to quarantine
themin freecentres.
Prem Lal, tehhsildar of

Kozhikode block in the district,
said,"Migrantworkerswhocan-
not afford paid quarantinewill
have togoback.Wearesending
thembackfromtherailwaysta-
tion itself,’’ he said.
Whentoldaboutthegovern-

ment's position allowing mi-
grants to return, he only said,
"This is thepracticenow."
At Paippadu, a panchayat in

Kottayamthathadaround12,000
migrants before the lockdown,
residentshaveobjectedtowork-
ersreturningtotheircrampedliv-
ing quarters. They have now
formed'actioncommittees',ask-
ingownersofbuildingstoensure
separateroomsorcubiclesformi-
grantstoensuresocialdistancing.
Kerala Labour Minister T P

Ramakrishnan,however,saidhe
wasunaware ofmigrants being
forced to return. "Kerala will
never turn away any migrant
worker. If labour contractors
cannotprovidequarantinefacil-
ities,thegovernmentwillensure
thatfacilityforworkers,’’hesaid,
adding that "if there are com-
plaints,wewill look into it".
AshokKumar, from Jalore in

Rajasthan,hadnoonetocomplain
to. He, alongwith three others,
had taken theDelhi-Ernakulam
traintoreachKerala."Butwewere
toldtogoback.Sowehavebooked
returntickets.Whatoptiondowe
have? We have lost about Rs
20,000,’’hesaid.

Migrantworkers inKochi.Express file

Kerala migrant workers forced to
pay for quarantine — or go home

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST20

ANTIBODIESAGAINSTCovid-19
havebeenfoundin27.7percent
of people in Punjab’s contain-
mentzones, indicatingthatthey
have already been infected by
and recovered from the novel
coronavirus, according to the
findingsof asero-surveyreport.
Thesurveyfindings,submit-

tedtoChiefMinisterAmarinder
Singh during a Covid review
meeting Thursday, showed the
SARS-CoV2 antibodies preva-
lence in the containment zones
to be the highest at 40 per cent
inAmritsardistrict, followedby

35.6 per cent in Ludhiana, 33.2
per cent in SAS Nagar, 19.2 per
cent in Patiala district and 10.8
percent in Jalandhar.
ThiswasPunjab’sfirstexclu-

sive survey, andwas conducted
in five containment zones from
August1 to17, in systematically
selected random sample popu-
lation of 1,250. The earlier sur-
veysweremoregeneralisedand
were conducted by the state in
coordinationwith ICMR, said a
governmentstatement.
The selected containment

zones, which had reported the
highest number of Covid cases,
were one each in Patiala, SAS
Nagar, Ludhiana, Jalandhar, and
Amritsar districts. The sample

included 250 people from each
zone. Fromeach of the selected
households, one adultwas ran-
domlychosen for thesurvey.
Healthadvisoryexpertgroup

headDrKKTalwarsaidateamof
trained field assistants and lab-
oratorytechnicianscollectedthe
data under the supervision of a
medicalofficer.
Afterexplainingthepurpose

of the survey,written informed
consentwasobtained,following
which a laboratory technician
collectedavenousbloodsample
under aseptic conditions. The
bloodsamplesweretakentothe
districtpublichealth laboratory
whererapidantibodytestswere
performed.

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED)has claimed that thebank-
rupt Bhushan Power and Steel
Limited (BPSL) clandestinely
cleared finished goods worth
overRs700crorefromitsOdisha
plantevenasproceedingsforits
liquidation under the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
wereon.Thiswasallegedlydone
in connivancewith a resolution
professional fromtheNCLT.
The NCLT had last year ap-

provedtheinsolvencyresolution
of JSWSteel,clearingthewayfor
BPSL’s sale to JSW. The ED has
been probing BPSL for alleged
money-laundering for the past
fewyears.
“In an ongoing investigation

underPMLAinvolvingsiphoning
and diversion of loan funds by
Bhushan Power & Steel Limited

(BPSL),itwasgatheredthatBPSL
hadengagedinclandestineclear-
ances of finished goods from its
Odisha Plant to its plants at
Kolkata andChandigarh,” an ED
statementsaid.
Accordingtotheagency,goods

valued at Rs 700 crore hadbeen
clearedwithout payment of ap-
plicable taxes and duties and
withoutissuanceofanystatutory
invoice.“Itwasalsogatheredthat
this practicewhichwas resorted
tobytheerstwhilemanagement
of the company had continued
even after initiation of CIRP and
some irregularities on part of
Resolution Professional MK
Khandelwalwerealso revealed,”
the ED said. It also claimed that
hugecashpaymentstovariousin-
dividualsoutsidethebooksofac-
counts indicate siphoning and
generation of cash fromvarious
concerns undergoingprocess of
CIRPunderNCLT.

Agra bus heist:
One held after
encounter, NSA
to be invoked

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

STUDENTS, RESEARCHERS and
teachers invitedby anacademic
establishmentorlabinFrance,as
wellasholdersofTalentpassport,
cantravelagaintoFrance.
StartingAugust17,sevenVFS

centres – in Mumbai, Delhi,
Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru,
HyderabadandKochi–became
operationaltoreceiveselectvisa
applications, while complying
withIndiantravelregulationsas
wellasthesafetyof theconsular
teamsworkingindifferentparts
of India,theFrenchembassysaid
inastatementonThursday.
“Applications will be

processedinsmallbatchesevery
week to ensure adequate safety
measures at these centres...
Decisions on visa issuance re-
mainstiedtoanyfutureevolution
of existing Schengen regulations
authorizing third country stu-
dentstoenterFrance,” itsaid.
Universities in France have

also readied themselves to re-
ceive international students, ei-
therwhollyorpartlyoncampus.

The facility is limited to: a)
Indian students travelling to
Franceinautumn2020forstud-
ies forover threemonths (long-
termvisas)aswellasshort-term
studies or internships, with ac-
commodationinFrance;b)pro-
fessorsorresearchersemployed
or invitedbyaFrenchacademic
institutionorresearchlaboratory
who are travelling at the end of
theirstudiesorforteaching;and
c) for those having a valid long-
termvisaoraTalentpassport.
French ambassador to India

EmmanuelLenain,said,“France
is returning to normalcy and I
amdelighted that international
studentswill beamongthe first
to benefit from it. The French
Embassyisfullymobilizedtoen-
sure that students can pursue
their studies in France in the
smoothestconditionspossible...”

Thecentresare in
Mumbai,Delhi,
Kolkata,Chennai,
Bengaluru,Hyderabad
andKochi

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NOIDA,AUGUST20

AGRA POLICE on Thursday said
that theyhavearrestedPradeep
Gupta, the main accused in
Wednesday’s bus heist, after an
encounter in which hewas hit
byabullet inhis leg.
Gupta,ahistory-sheeter,and

hismenhadwhiskedawayapri-
vate bus full of passengers in a
bid to extort money from the
owner.
While all the 34 passengers

oftheMP-boundbusweretaken
safely to Jhansi by the accused,
policerecoveredthebusbelong-
ing to Gwalior-based Kalpana
Travels from Etawah late
Wednesdayevening.
“Heattemptedtoresistarrest.

The accused received a bullet
wound in his leg during the en-
counterandhasbeenadmittedto
agovernmenthospitalwherehis
condition is currently stable.
Police will speedily file the
chargesheet in the case and in-
vokeNSA(National SecurityAct)
against the accused”, said SSP
(Agra)BablooKumar.

ED: Bhushan Steel cleared
goods without invoices
amid NCLT proceedings

27.7% people in Punjab’s containment
zones have Covid antibodies: sero survey

Chandigarh:Amidasurgein
coronavirus cases, Punjab
Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh Thursday extended
weekend lockdown, with
daily night curfew from 7
pmto5am, toall167cities
and towns. Calling for a
‘war-like preparedness’
againstCovid-19,healsoor-
dered a ban on all gather-
ings except weddings and
funeralsacrossthestatetill
August31. ENS

Back in force:
Daily night curfew,
weekend lockdown

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday dismissed a plea
which sought direction to the
CBSE to not force students of
classesXandXIIinthecompart-
mentcategorytositforcompart-
ment exams in view of the
Covid-19situation.
A bench of Justices A M

Khanwilkar,DineshMaheshwari
and Sanjiv Khanna, however,
gave the applicant liberty to

challenge theAugust6notifica-
tion by which the applicants
claimed that the CBSE had re-
jected their prayer to cancel the
exams.
On July 31, the court had

askedthemtomakearepresen-
tationontheirgrievancetoCBSE.
Theapplicantssaidtheyaccord-
inglymade a representation to
theBoard,sayingthat“inviewof
the rising cases of COVID
Pandemic it shall be impossible
fortheCBSEtotakethecompart-
mentexaminationsoon”andre-
quested it tocancel theexam.

7 visa centres opened
to receive applications,
says French embassy

CLASSX-XII COMPARTMENTEXAMS

Petitioner can challenge
CBSE notification: SC

Bihargovtseeksbilldetailsof otherpvthospitals incity

Patna private hospital
sealed for ‘overcharging’
coronavirus patient

New Delhi
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FIGHTING TO WIN
Thereareearlysignsof improvement inCOVID-19situation.

Butcoronavirus isunpredictable,battle isnotover

T
HECOUNTRY’SCORONAVIRUS toll crossed50,000onMonday.More than
28lakhpeoplehavebeeninfectedbythepathogen.Indiaistheworld’sthird-
mostCOVID-19-affectedcountry—intermsofmortalityandnumberofin-
fections—after theUSandBrazil. Butamidsuchdismal factoids, thereare
alsoearlysignsof thecountrygettinganupperhandin its struggleagainst

thecontagion.ForthefirsttimesinceMay,thepositivityrate—thepercentageof thevirus
carriersamongst those tested—hasbeguntocomedown.This figurehadtouchedahigh
of 9per centonAugust9andhasbeenonadeclineever since— it currently standsat8.7
percent. It isalsohearteningthattheinfectionratehasremainedstableevenastestshave
been scaledup inmost states. Thenumber of newpositive cases has remainedbetween
60,000-70,000fortwoweeksnow—muchlongerthanithasremainedinanyotherrange.
There are, however, good reasons to temperoptimismwith caution.Abreakdownof

thenational-leveldatasuggeststhatsomestateshavemoreworktodothanothers.Delhi
hasseenacontinuousdeclineinthenumberofactivecasesformorethanamonth:From
ahighof about 28,000at the endof June, thenumberof active caseshas fallen to a little
over7,000thisweek.MaharashtraandTamilNaduremainCOVID-19hotspotsbutthetwo
stateshavemanagedtocheckthespeedoftransmissionbyrampinguptestingandshoring
upmedical amenities. But such alacrity has been at a premium inWest Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh,Gujarat, Bihar andTelangana. Lastweek, PrimeMinisterNarendraModipulled
upthesestatesfornotconductingadequatenumberoftestseventhoughtheyhaveahigh
positivityrate.Moreover,moststatescontinuetotestonlythosewhoshowCOVIDsymp-
toms, or their close contacts.Given that a substantialnumberof coronavirus carriers are
asymptomatic,randomtestscouldgiveatruerpictureof thespreadof theinfection.Such
testscouldsubstantiate,corroborateandevendisprovetheresultsof therecentserologi-
cal surveys inDelhi,MumbaiandPune,which indicate thenumberofpeopleexposedto
theviruscouldbemuchmorethansuggestedbythedataonconfirmedinfections.
Thepathogenwillremaintillthereisavaccineagainstit.Inthepastthreeweeks,COVID-

19 clusters have resurfaced in countries that had flattened the transmission curve two
monthsago—France,Spain, theNetherlands,Australia,GermanyandSouthKorea.Kerala
—oncethemostsuccessfulstateincontainingthepandemic—hasseenaspurtofcasesin
thepast fortnight.Theexperienceof thepastsixmonthswill,nodoubt,offervaluable les-
sonsincombatingthevirusinthecomingdaysandweeks.Butthemostimportantcaveat
remains:Thecoronavirusisunpredictable,andtherecanbenolettingtheguarddown.

ACROSS THE SPECTRUM
Failure to fixcontentiousAGRissue in telecomsectorhas

far reachingconsequences

I
NTHEONGOINGcase regardingpaymentof adjustedgross revenues (AGR)dues
by telecomoperators, the SupremeCourt has questionedhowspectrumcanbe
soldbytelcos,giventhatitdoesnotbelongtothem.Whilesaleofspectrumisallowed
underthetradingguidelines,providedpriorduesaresettled,questionswereraised
overtherecoveryofduesundertheIBCprocesswhichtreatsgovernmentclaimsbe-

lowthoseofsecuredandunsecuredcreditors.AccordingtotheresolutionplanforRComap-
provedbylenders,theDepartmentofTelecommunications(DoT)willreportedlynotgetany
proceedings following the resolution of the companies. Though these issueswere raised
withrespecttothelong-standingissueofAGRdues,howtheyareaddressedwillhavefar-
reachingramificationsforother“naturalpublicresource”dependentsectors.
Thereareseveralcontentious issueshere.First,whileownershipof spectrummaynot

beaboneof contention, can thegovernment revokeorcancel the licence?Asper the IBC,
in themoratoriumperiod, a licence, permit, registration or clearance given by a govern-
ment(central,stateorlocal)shallnotbesuspendedorterminatedongroundsofinsolvency,
subject totheconditionthat there isnodefault inpaymentofdues for theuseorcontinu-
ationofthelicence.Second,shouldthedepartmentoftelecommunicationsbetreatedatpar
with creditors or is there a case formaking an exception for a government department?
UnderSection53of theIBC,amountsduetogovernmentrankbelowthoseofsecuredand
unsecuredcreditors.ThereareparallelsbetweentheissuesraisedinthiscaseandtheFederal
Communications Commission v. Nextwave Personal Communications, Inc. in theUS. In that
case,followingNextwave'sfilingforChapter11bankruptcy,theFCChadassertedthatitsli-
cenceswereautomatically cancelled, andavailable for auction.However, theBankruptcy
Court invalidated the cancellation of the licences as violating the code’s provisions.
NextWave’spositionthattheFCC’scancellationswereviolationswassubsequentlyupheld
bytheCourtofAppeals fortheDCCircuit,andtheUSSupremeCourt.
At thecruxof the issue is the failureof thegovernment to fix thecontentiousAGRis-

sue.Rather than interveneearlyontoaddress this issue, ithasbeendrivenbythedesire
of revenuemaximisation, unmindful of the long-term implications on the sector. At a
broaderlevel,theimplicationsofextendingthisargumenttoothersectorswheregovern-
ment licences, permits etc are issuedmust be considered. This could, potentially, ad-
versely impact those sectors’ prospects by impinging upon the ability of companies to
raisecapitalwithbanks/investors turningwaryof investing in them.

SAVING A TREE
Acommunitybandedtogether toresurrecta200-year-old

Banyan inGoa,andshowedtheway

F
ORDECADES,CLASS7studentsacrossIndiahavebeentaughtthat“onlyGodcan
makeatree”.ButthepoembyJoyceKilmer,includedintheNCERTtextbook,for-
gottoaddthatifenoughpeoplegettogether,theycanbringonebacktolife. In
Goa,asthispaperreported,peoplefromacrossthecountryandtheworldban-
dedtogether toresurrecta fallenbanyantree.Thetreewasuprootedduringa

stormandthoughttobedead.Aftermuchcoordination, fundraisingandmultipleefforts, it
wasputbackintoplaceearlierthisweek.Thedendrophilesinvolvedinreviving“TheSource”
(asitiscalledbypeoplewhodanceunderandnearit),areadiversegroup—theownerofthe
land onwhich it sits, a local construction crew, expertswho flewdown fromas far as
Hyderabad,andpeoplewhohadvisitedthesitefromacrosstheworldwhodonatedmoney.
There is an intrinsic value to the200-year-old tree—by sheer virtueof its size, it is a

small ecosystemunto itself. But its truevalue, the reason somanypeople fromsuchdi-
verse backgrounds banded together to save it, is that it had become an organic part of
thecommunity.Apart frombeinghometoasnake, therestingplace forabullandmany
otherinsects,birdsandanimals,itservedasasourceof incomefortheowner:Shecharged
amodest fee for the tourists andexpatswhogatheredaround it. The “community” that
ledtherestorationeffortwasboundtogetherbythememories,stories,danceandmusic
—culture, really—fosteredaroundthegiantbanyan.
There isa lessonintheresurrection.Toooften, “nature” isseeninoppositiontopeo-

ple. The banyan at Arambol is just one tree. But perhaps, at a timewhenmuch of the
world is isolated, it can serve as an example of how to build a betterworld,with peo-
ple, not despite them.

The corona election

S YQuraishi

InBihar,EC'schallenge:Toensure levelplaying
field inamostlyvirtual campaign

AMIDTHECLAMOURforpostponingtheim-
pendingBiharassemblyelections,theElection
CommissionofIndiahasputitsfootdownand
announcedthetimelyconductofelectionsto
the243-member legislative assembly, set to
complete itstenureinNovember.
ThisisnotthefirsttimethattheECwould

beholdingpollsduringthecoronaviruspan-
demic.Afterafewmonthsofpostponement,
theCommission,quitesuccessfully,fromJune
onwards, administered theRajya Sabha and
legislative council elections of various states
understrictCOVID-specificguidelines.
Wehave seen howasmany as 34 coun-

trieshaveconductedtheirnationalassembly
orpresidentialelectionswhilefightingagainst
COVID-19.Themostsuccessfulexampleshave
been of South Korea and, our immediate
neighbour,SriLanka.
Takingitscuefromothercountries’man-

agement of their elections, the Election
Commissionhascomeupwithitsownsetof
rulesthatwouldbeimplementedduringthe
Biharelections.Theseincludereductionofthe
numberofelectorsperpollingboothto1,000
from the current 1,500; addition of 33,797
auxiliary polling stations to prevent over-
crowding; and COVID-sensitive capacity-
buildingofelectionofficials.Toavoidcrowd-
ingatthecountingcentres,thecountingtables
havebeenreducedtosevenperassemblycon-
stituencyfrom14,amongotherthings.
TheOppositionparties’ fearofpoorvoter

turnout in thestateelectiondueto thepan-
demichasbeenpartlytakencareofwiththe
EC’sdecision toextend thepostal ballot op-
tion to senior citizens over the age of 80,
COVID-positive patients, personswith dis-
abilitiesandvotersinessentialservices,along
withmaking use of its now famous SVEEP
(Systematic Voter Education for Electoral
Participation) programme and technologi-
cal facilities to ensure voter education and
mobilisation.If implementedwell, theBihar
election could record a satisfactory voter
turnout like in Sri Lanka, if not the highest,
as reported inSouthKorea.
EventhoughspeculationisrifethattheEC

mightallowphysicalcampaigningwithalimi-
tednumberof people, thepoliticalparties in
Bihararemostlylikelytoresorttodigitalcam-
paigning, aftermonths of protesting against
it. Theballwas set rolling in thisdirectionby

the BJP back in JunewhenHomeMinister
AmitShahaddressedthepeopleofBiharthro-
ughavirtualrally.Virtualralliesaregoingtobe
adominantfeatureofdigitalcampaigning,be-
sidessocialmedia.Theseralliesseempromis-
ingandinnovativeastheywouldkeepthecro-
wdsatbay.Additionally,thebandwagonthat
followsapoliticalleadervisitingdifferentcon-
stituencieswould come to a halt, reducing
boththecampaigncostsandtheCOVIDrisk.
Canthevirtualralliesreplacethedoor-to-

door and large-scale physical campaigning
thataretheheartandsoulofanydemocratic
election?Not really. Virtual rallieshave their
own limitations, like inaccessibility to every
nook and corner of rural, hilly and forest ar-
eas,withtheinternetpenetrationinBiharbe-
ing an abysmal 37per cent. For online com-
munication through smartphones, the
situationisgrimmerowingtosparseusageof
smartphonesinBihar,whichstandsatjust27
percent,andpatchymobilenetworkevenin
the cities. Against this backdrop,withnoex-
penditureceilingforpoliticalparties,thepar-
tieswillgoforexpensivecommunicationde-
vices like projection screens, among other
things, to increasetheirvoterbase.
Thisiswheretheissueofthelevelplaying

fieldisbeingraisedbytheOppositionparties.
Thearrangementofsuchfacilitiesisevidently
goingtobeacostlyaffairandthericherpolit-
icalparties willhaveagalatimeinmobilising
voters,puttingsmall regional/localpartiesat
a disadvantage. Under thewinner-takes-all
voting system like ours,missing out even a
singlehouseholdcouldhaveanegativeeffect
onaparty’swinningchances.
The problem of equal opportunity also

existsontheothermodeofdigitalcampaign-
ing,socialmedia.Withgrowinginfluenceof
social media, the generally technologically
challengedpolitical leadersandtheirparties
have quickly adapted to this youthful plat-
formthoughitvarieswidelyacrosspolitical
parties, depending on their financial posi-
tion.DuringtheLokSabhaelectionsin2019,
theBJPreportedlyspentthehighestamount
ofRs27croreonGoogle,Facebookandtheir
sister platforms for political ads, while the
CongresswasthedistantsecondwithRs5.6
crore. Althoughat thenational level,where
thousandsofcroresarespent,thisisnotabig
amount,onecanguesshowmuchtheruling

partymusthavegainedbyitshigher invest-
ment inads towoothevoters.
Other than social media funding, the

ElectionCommissionhasanothertaskinthe
realm of social media campaigning— fake
newsandhatepropaganda.Inboththesear-
eas,theCommissionhasbeenproactive.The
recent example of its strict stance against
hatepropagandacameduringlegislativeas-
sembly elections of Delhi, when the
Commission ordered Twitter to take down
a communal post by a BJP leader (Kapil
Mishra) and followed it up by asking the
Delhi Police to file anFIRagainsthim—set-
ting a strong precedent. However, with the
probability of physical campaigning being
limited, the focus of all political parties and
their candidates would be on the digital
mode—allowingthesocialmediaplatforms
tobe floodedwithproblematicposts.
TheECcould,however, consider relaxing

its stringent norms against old traditional
methodslikewallpaintings,postersandflags.
Maybecar,motorcycleandbicyclerallieswith
proper distancing could be encouraged for
deepandwidereachwithrestrictedcosts.
EventhoughthereexistsaVoluntaryCode

of Ethics, issued by the ECI in collaboration
withsocialmediaplatforms,allowingadirect
engagement of the Commission and these
platformsoverproblematicpostsduringelec-
tionseason,therecentrevelationsofTheWall
StreetJournalregardingFacebookhavecasta
shadow over the platform’s neutrality.
According to the report, Facebook India, on
several occasions, was averse to removing
derogatory posts uploaded by the ruling
party’s leader.Against thisbackdrop, the im-
plementation of a Voluntary Code of Ethics
will be scrutinised and questioned by the
Oppositionpoliticalparties.
The Bihar election could be an opportu-

nityfortheElectionCommissiontoproveits
efficiency once again to every sceptic out
there.Atatimewhenallcountriesoftheworld
are looking at each other for lessons, Bihar
could provide a leading example of success-
fulelectionmanagement,andtheECIa lead-
ingelectoralmanagementbody.

Thewriter is formerChiefElection
Commissionerof Indiaanda Distinguished

FellowatAshokaUniversity

Can the virtual rallies replace
the door-to-door and large-
scale physical campaigning
that are the heart and soul of
any democratic election? Not
really. Virtual rallies have
their own limitations, like
inaccessibility to every nook
and corner of rural, hilly and
forest areas, with the
internet penetration in Bihar
being an abysmal 37 per cent.
For online communication
through smartphones, the
situation is grimmer owing
to sparse usage of
smartphones in Bihar, which
stands at just 27 per cent,
and patchy mobile network
even in the cities. Against
this backdrop, with no
expenditure ceiling for
political parties, the parties
will go for expensive
communication devices like
projection screens, among
other things, to increase their
voter base.
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Even if I knew that tomorrow the
worldwould go to pieces, I would still

plantmy apple tree. — MARTIN LUTHERTHEEDITORIALPAGE

ASSAM STALEMATE
THOUGHTHEDOOR is still left open for the
Assam students to resume talks with the
Centre on the foreigners’ issue, the Centre
feels thatmatters cannot be left hanging in
mid-air for too long and New Delhi may
evolve a solution on its own. The Union
Minister of State for Home, Yogendra
Makwanasaid that thestudentswerebeing
misguided by certain elements. Hemade it
clearthatthoughtheCentrewouldcontinue
to treat all cases of suspended employees
withsympathy,anycasesofboycottinfuture
will be dealt with severely. He said schools
will be opened shortly and the government
willadequateprotectiontostudents.

NEW AKALI DAL CHIEF
THE SPLIT IN the Akali Dal was formalised
withtheinstallationofSantHarcharanSingh
Longowal as the party president. The leader
oftheOppositioninthePunjabVidhanSabha,
PrakashSinghBadalproposedhisnameand
itwassecondedbytheSGPCchiefGurcharan
SinghTohra. Badal alleged subversion of the
partyconstitutionbytheTalwandi faction.

MIZO RIVALS & CENTRE
THE UNIONGOVERNMENT is said to have
discoveredawaytopleasethearch-rivals in
Mizorampolitics – theMizoNational Front
Chief, Laldenga and the state’s chief minis-
ter Brigadier Sailo. Laldenga had been de-

mandingthatSailobedismissedasheispos-
ing hurdles in peace talkswith China. Sailo
has been demanding full statehood for
Mizoram. The Centremay concede this de-
mand.Butthismeansthattheexistingmin-
istrywon’t able to continue once theUnion
Territory is upgraded to a state and this
wouldpleaseLaldenga.

SOPS AND SOAPS
SOAP AND TOOTHPASTE will cost 5 to 50
paisa less according to an agreement be-
tweenmanufacturers and the government.
This is part of a newpolicy directionwhich
envisagesrationalisingpricesbynegotiating
withconsumergoodsproducers.

AUGUST 21, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

Rahul Bajoria

TAILWIND FROM VILLAGES
Rural economymaydotheheavy lifting in2020

ASTHECOVID-19pandemiccourseson,India
has nowbecome the third country to have
morethanamillionconfirmedcases,together
with theUS andBrazil.While outbreaks are
being brought only slightly under control in
someinitialhotspots likeDelhi,Chennaiand
Mumbai,awaveofrenewedlockdownsisbe-
ing imposed in cities like Bengaluru,
Thiruvananthapuram,PuneandGuwahati.
Even as the geographical dispersion in-

creases, COVID-19 remains largely anurban
pandemicwith large parts of rural India still
mostly unscathed. The naturally distanced
and lessmobile rural India seems to showa
starkdivergencetothedensely-packed,most
urbanised parts of the country,which have
seen theworst outbreaks.While the cities
wrestlewiththehealthcrisis,anumberoffac-
torsarecombiningtoboostrural India’scon-
tributiontotherevivaloftheoveralleconomy.
Thegovernment’sRs20-trillioneconomic

package announced inMay tomitigate the
downside impact of the COVID-19 crisis has
largelyfocusedonprovidingrelief fortheru-
ral population and economy. In addition to
passinglong-pendingreformssuchaseasing
norms with regard to the Essential
Commodities Act, the government also an-
nounced a 10 per cent hike in minimum
wages forMGNREGA, a 65 per cent rise in
spendingonpublicworkschemes,andasix-
monthprogrammethatwilldistributefreera-
tions toaroundhalf of thehouseholds in the

country. Further, a strong start to themon-
soon, alongwithhighavailabilityofwater in
reservoirsandlargefiscaltransfers,ishelping
improveruralgrowthprospects.
Thisconfluenceoffactorsshowsupinthe

sowingactivityatthebeginningof thekharif
plantingcycle.AsofJuly17,theareasownhad
already crossed66per cent of overall arable
area.Whiletheareaundersowingiseventu-
ally likely to come closer tomore realistic
numbers, an early sowing cycle should ulti-
mately boost income perceptions for the
farmingsector,whichshouldeventuallysup-
port rural consumer confidence. Taken to-
gether, theorganic farmgrowthandgovern-
ment measures are likely to raise the
disposableincomelevelsofruralhouseholds.
Thecombinationofgoodproduction,bet-

ter prices and large fiscal transfersmaypro-
videamaterialtailwindfortheruraleconomy.
Withbasiccosts likespendingonfoodgrains
beingpartlycoveredthroughfiscal transfers,
rural savingshave still risen, as evident from
trends in JanDhan bank accounts. Further,
government-supportprogrammesmaylead
to themovement of workers fromurban to
ruralareasandprovideforacheaperalterna-
tivetofarmlabourduringthepeakseason.
We estimate that the agriculture sector

could register double-digit nominal GDP
growthinFY20-21.Thatcompareswitha2per
cent contractionweestimate for the overall
economy. This twin-speed recovery track is

alsowell reflected inhigh-frequency indica-
tors— sales of tractors, fertilisers, and two-
wheelersareimproving,whilethetypicalur-
ban signposts of demand, like automobile
sales,aviationtrafficandfuelconsumptionare
lagging.Moreimportantly,thisgrowthcomes
onthebackofathirdconsecutivesurplusmon-
soon,andamidrelativelyhighfoodinflation.
However,astrongerruralsectorwillonly

be able tomitigate, not fully offset, the eco-
nomicdamage.Thelocalisedlockdownscon-
tinuetoweighonactivity in theurbanareas.
Ultimately,healthcaremanagementanddis-
ease resolutionwill dictate the pace of the
economy’sreturntonormal.
Amore robust recovery cycle in the farm

sectortoacertainextentactuallyincreasesthe
degreeofpolicyfreedomforthegovernment
andtheRBI.Asruralincomesremainsupport-
iveontheirown,thenextphaseofpolicysup-
portcanbemoretargetedtowardstheurban
population,whichhasbornethebruntof the
economic and the health crisis. Supporting
discretionaryspendingandincomesinurban
areaswillnotleadtoafastereconomicrecov-
ery,butwillhelpinimprovingfiscalfinances,
which in turn should further boost the gov-
ernment’s ability to spend in a pro-cyclical
manner, thus improving the chances of the
Indianeconomygoingbacktolevelsseenbe-
foretheCOVID-19outbreak.

Thewriter isChief IndiaEconomist,Barclays

The next phase of policy
support, both fiscal and
monetary can be more
targeted towards the urban
population, which has borne
the brunt of the economic
and the health crisis.
Supporting discretionary
spending and incomes in
urban areas will not lead to a
faster economic recovery,
but will help in improving
fiscal finances.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
The decision to scrap Public Health England in the middle of a pandemic
that has claimed 65,000 British lives is cynical and wrong.

— THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

In the last two months,
things have improved. CMIE
reports that unemployment
is now down to around 9 per
cent, and as economic
activity has restarted in
cities, labour has begun
returning from villages. As
things have returned to
normal, the priority for
addressing our most chronic
social problems has reduced.
We must not waste this
crisis. There are three
problems we must address:
Labour regulation, living
conditions for migrant
labour in cities, and the
strength of our rural
economy.

A new social contract Listen to
the weaver

THECELEBRATIONofNationalHandloom
Daythisyearwentbeyondmerehashtags.
TheMinistry of Textiles declared the ter-
mination of the handloom, powerloom,
wool, jute and silk boards causingwide-
spread chatter, as if thesebodieswere the
only saviours and protectors of these tex-
tiles fordecades.
Set up by Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay,

and later headed by Pupul Jayakar, the All
IndiaHandicrafts&HandloomBoardflour-
ishedwhenheaded by these passionately
committedwomen.In1990,thetextilemin-
ister made himself the chairperson and
nominated caste andpolitical cronies, for-
getting representation from Jammu and
KashmirandtheNortheast,andaddingone
tokenwoman.Many subsequent regimes
neverheldmeetings.TheHandloomBoard
never influenced policy, improved ap-
proachesorevenremovedaspeckofdust.
Atermite-riddenbodycannotbereno-

vatedassomewouldwish. Ithas tobedis-
mantled. But demolitions must lead to
buildingabetterinstitution,notbanishthe
voiceoftheweaversconcerned.Ithastobe
replaced by a well-chosenmodern, dy-
namic, autonomous and inclusive body of
genuinelyexperiencedandcrediblevoices
fromthehandloom-weavingchain,includ-
ingspinners,weavers,dyers,designers,pri-
vateandpubliccraft institutions,e-market
platformproviders and experts. The gov-
ernmentmustalsolearntolisten,heardis-
sent, discuss andengagewith suchbodies
withoutlecturing,nominatingordominat-
ing—inshort, thereshouldbelessgovern-
ment,morepeople.Statehandloomboards
(wherever they exist) are not enough as
theiroutreachandvisionarelimitedtothe
state and responses often depend on vote
shares. The Centremust be the receptacle
formany seniorweavers andexpertswho
havenationalcredibility,experienceandvi-
sion.Anationalviewmustbe informedby
national inputs: Cooperative federalism
mustmeanachain linkingeveryone.
More significantly, theHandloomDay

announcementsat avideomeetingby the
minister and secretary, textiles laid out an
entirelynewapproachtodevelopment.For
old hands in the field, these look like a
strangemixture of the good, the bad, but
aremostly foggy.
Under good,with caveats,would come

AtmanirbharBharat,whichinvolvesthein-
tegrationofplanswithotherministrieslike
Tourism. Otherministries/departments
suchastheMEA/ICCR,culture,socialjustice,
women&childwelfare,minorityaffairsand
KVICshouldalsobeincluded.Allthesemin-
istries touch textiles and crafts and often,
their functioningresults induplicatingand
overlappingratherthaneffectivelyintegrat-
ingwiththeMinistryofTextiles.Theprime
ministerspokeofbreakingministrysilosin

2014,butnothingisvisibleontheground.
TheHandloomMarkisemphasised,but

methodsforensuringitspurityarenotclear.
It should not go theway of bogus artisan
cardswhichincludeteasellersandtraders.
National Institute of Fashion Technology
students and faculty are to guide nine
Weavers’ Service Centres. This is a good
move for their resuscitation asmanyhave
potential. Highlighting handloompockets
is a positive step, but there is a danger of
seeking large “clusters”. Howwill they be
identified and what about important
though small pockets of rare skills?Will
theyfallbetweenthecracksbecause“small
isnotbeautiful”anymore?
Special promotional campaignswere

announced.Thesearebadlyneededbutnot
in the formof unimaginative, old-worldly
advertisements. Excellent India-centric
graphicdesignergroupshavedoneamuch
better job and should bepromoted, rather
thanco-optedunder the rigidgovernment
system.Highlytalentedandcommittedpro-
fessionals from thedesign community are
keptoutbecausetheyaren’tfromNIFT,NID
or otherwise “empanelled” repeatedly.
Thesegroupsdidayeomanjobforpromot-
ingweaversduringCOVID-19.Theirefforts
shouldnotgounnoticed.
Informationtechnologyisundoubtedly

thenew“king”,butifweavershavetoavail
of all knowledge froma special handloom
portal, they need connectivity, computers
anddigital knowledge.Only the corporate
sectororgovernmentcanrelyon ITaccess
for everything. “MaximumGovernance,
Minimum Government” is still a pipe
dream. If you seekgovernment support in
anymanner,itcanbeaflytrapandbecome
a “shun government” slogan forweavers
and NGOs who have some self-respect.
Open-mindedness,lessredtape,andinclu-
siveness are imperative. IT does not guar-
anteeintegrityorequality.Theworstofthe
announcementswasthedeclarationof in-
tenttosellhandloomsat“thehighestprice
at the highest level” and “not cheap cloth
butmost expensive cloth”. It sounded al-
mostanti-Gandhian.
The primeminister’s call of “Local to

Global” clearly indicates a bottom-up ap-
proachfromproductiontomarketing.This
is the onlywaymigrantswill stay home.
Localproductionfor localmarkets isabril-
liant strategy and needs encouragement.
The poorman’s cloth has been taken over
bypowerlooms. Sellingexpensive cloth to
thewealthiestwill shrink, not expand the
market. Instead, many levels of markets
havetobetargetedwithdifferentproducts
foreachsegment.
Extensiveanddetaileddiscussionswere

held todevelop theNewEducationPolicy.
The Kasturirangan Report, preparedwith
inputs fromhigh-level experts, is thebasis
fortheNewEducationPolicy. Inthecaseof
the textiles sector, what happened to the
Satyam and Ajai Shankar committee re-
ports?Whatabouttheinputsfromthefew
meetings thatwere held before COVID-19
arrived?Canonehopethatthegovernment
will facilitate frank and balanced discus-
sions involving stakeholders and if neces-
sary, subject theplanstoreview?

Thewriter is formerpresident,
SamataParty

Weneedto fundamentally reformour labourmarkets, attractpeople tocitieswhereweensure
healthy livingconditions, andcreateeconomicopportunities inrural India

AWELL-KNOWNSAYING attributed to the
Chinese sageConfucious is “mayyou live in
interesting times”.What is lesswell known
isthatConfuciousmeantthisasacurse—in-
teresting times remove time for reflection
andmakeusthinkaboutourbaserinstincts.
We live in far too interesting a time:Anun-
precedented andworsening health crisis,
and the knock-on effect of the worst eco-
nomicperformanceinourindependenthis-
tory. So let us rise aboveConfucious and re-
flectonwherewemustbeasacountrywhen
India turns75 in2022.
ThePrimeMinister,whileaddressingthe

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) an-
nualmeetingthisyear,urgedthosepresent
to think big and partner with the govern-
mentinputtingIndiaonthepathtogrowth.
This isanimportantcall.Thereismuchthat
wecanachieve if governmentand industry
work towards the same objective, and in a
spirit ofmutual trust.
Employment is one such area. Over 85

percentof employment in India is inthe in-
formal sector. An unplanned national lock-
down halted economic activity andwiped
outlivelihoods,especiallyof informalwork-
ers. The Centre for Monitoring the Indian
Economy (CMIE) estimates that between
mid-Marchandmid-April,120millionpeo-
plelosttheirjobs,withunemploymentrising
to an all-time high of 27 per cent. Left with
nothing,wesawreversemigrationonanun-
precedentedscale—some10millionpeople
abandonedcitiestoreturntotheirnativevil-
lages. For awhile, ourmediawas full of dis-
cussion of the need to address some of our
most chronic socialproblems.
In the last twomonths, things have im-

proved. CMIE reports that unemployment
is now down to around 9 per cent, and as
economic activity has restarted in cities,
labourhasbegunreturningfromvillages.As
thingshavereturnedtonormal, thepriority
foraddressingourmostchronicsocialprob-
lems has reduced.Wemust not waste this
crisis.Therearethreeproblemswemustad-
dress: Labour regulation, living conditions
formigrantlabourincities,andthestrength
of our rural economy.
Labourregulationmuststartwithaclear-

eyedrecognitionof facts:Wehavestringent
labourlawstoprotectworkers,butthiscov-
ers only the formal sector — under 15 per
cent of employment. This “labour aristoc-
racy” has almost complete protection, and
employershavealmostnoflexibility.The85
percentofourworkforcewhoareinformally
employed,meanwhile,havealmostnopro-
tection, and employers have almost com-
plete flexibility. We need to address both
ends of the labour spectrum to get the bal-
ancerightbetweenflexibilityandprotection
for all labour. Everyonemust have amini-
mumlevelofprotection,andeveryemployer
aminimumlevelof flexibility.Thiscallsfora
new social contract to define a well-cali-
bratedsocialsecuritysystem.Thishugeproj-
ect demands good faith and strong leader-
shipby industry, labour andgovernment. It

will take years to get it right, but ifwedon’t
fix our employment systemnowwhen this
issuehasachievedsuchprominence,wewill
always regret themissedopportunity.
Living conditions in our cities is the sec-

ond challenge. For too long, we have been
contenttodrivebyslumswheresomeofthe
people who clean our homes, deliver our
goods, and repair our equipment live in
squalor.Howdowesetinforceamassivepri-
vate home-building programme? It proba-
blyneedsmuchmoreliberal land-useregu-
lations — our cities have among the least
generous floor-space indices (FSI) in the
world.NewYork,HongKong,andTokyohave
an FSI five timesMumbai’s. If five times as
many people can live in the same area, it
would drastically reduce rents for quality
housing in our cities. Again, this is amulti-
year project, and it involves state and city
governmentspartneringwithprivatedevel-
opers.Indiaisuniqueinhaving70percentof
our population still residing in rural areas.
Seventy-threeyearsafterIndependence,this
is a statement of failed development. We
must encourage themigration of people to
higherproductivityoccupationsinourcities.
Andwemust ensure that clean, affordable
and accessible housing is available for all in
ourcities.Amassiveproject, again,withthe
scale thatcangetaneconomicrecoveryun-
derwaypost-COVID.
Reversemigrationisalsoanopportunity

to collaborate in spreading the geography
ofdevelopment.Wehave longhadpolicies
aimed at getting firms to invest in less-de-
veloped districts and the current govern-
ment has an ambitious goal of doubling
farmer’s incomes.But thegapbetweenthe
richest (urban)andpoorest (rural)districts
inthecountrystillkeepsgrowing.Weneed
a three-pronged approach: First, as Ashok
Gulati has often argued, the easiestway to
grow farmer incomes is by having them
growmore value-added crops. Fruits and

vegetableshavegreatexportpotential, and
exports must be consistently encouraged
and not switched on and off as domestic
prices change. And the cultivation of palm
plantations has the potential for huge im-
port substitution, but, as Gulati points out,
weneedcorporate farmingasthegestation
periodof sevenyears for thefirstcropis too
muchfor theaveragefarmertohandle.The
Atmanirbhar agricultural reforms, which
permitcontract farming,andopenupagri-
culturalmarkets, aremajormedium-term
reforms. Implementedright, theycantrans-
formagriculturalmarkets.Second,weneed
to encourage agro-processing near the
source.Fosteringentrepreneurship inrural
and semi-urban areas would combine
nicelywith local processing. And third,we
needto investevenmoremassively inrural
connectivity.Manyyears ago, the great so-
ciologistAlexInkeleswasaskedif therewas
only one thing that could bedone to foster
development,whatwoulditbe.Hisanswer
was to build roadswhich connect produc-
ers to markets, heads to knowledge, and
people to eachother. Today,wewould add
digital connectivity to road connectivity to
level the playing field for all regardless of
where they live.
Thismustbeourprogrammeofwork:To

fundamentally reform our labourmarkets,
to attract people to our citieswherewe en-
surehealthy livingconditions, and tocreate
economic opportunities in rural India. The
taskishuge,andonlycollaborationbetween
all levels of government (Union, state, and
city) and our dynamic private sector can
hopetomakesubstantialprogress.Let’suse
ourunprecedentedhealthandeconomiccri-
sis totrulybuildanewsocialcontractasour
commitment to India@75.

Thewriter is formerPresidentCII, Chairman
India@75Foundationandco-Chairman

ofForbesMarshall

Naushad Forbes

PAROCHIAL MISTAKE

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Jobof the
state’ (IE,August20). Socio-politicalex-
igencies in their states are compelling
governments to take recourse to the
“jobs only for locals” approach. The re-
cent announcement by Shivraj Singh
Chouhanfollowsthesamepattern.This
goesagainstthegrainoftheConstitution.
Also,bycircumscribingtalentflow,such
measuresarelikelytohampereconomic
growth, instead of promoting it. Short-
termmeasuresmay please the elec-
torate, but, there isnopermanent solu-
tionexceptgeneratingjobs.

VipulPande,Nainital

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Jobof the
state’ (IE, August 20).We are living in a
globalworldwhere boundaries are di-
minishing.Andthenthere'stheMadhya
Pradesh Chief Minister, who has an-
nounced thatall stategovernment jobs
wouldbegiventohisstate'speopleonly.
His predecessor, Kamal Nathwas ab-
solutelywrongtoaskprivatecompanies
to give 70per cent jobs to people from
the state, and now Shivraj Singh
Chouhanhascompoundedthatmistake.

BalGovind,Noida

CRITICAL RIGHT
THISREFERSTOthereport, 'Rheadoes-
n't have stature to comment on Bihar
CM:DGP'(IE,August20). It is intriguing
thattheBiharChiefMinisterwashighly
visible in the media regarding the

SushantSinghRajputcaseascompared
toaddressingandallyingpublicsuffering
from COVID-19 and floods. The DGP
ought toknowbetter: Every Indianhas
the right to comment and criticise
electedpublicservants.

LRMurmu,Delhi

WELCOME VERDICT
THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'Herrightto
property' (IE, August 20). The Supreme
Court judgmenthas rewrittenover five
decades of statutory discrimination
againstwomen, by placing their rights
under theHindu SuccessionAct, 1956
andHSA2005.Thiswillensurethatpa-
triarchalbiasesendinourcountry,espe-
cially inruralandsemi-urbanIndia.

RajivBoolchandJain,Zirakpur

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

ONTHEPLUSside,thecoronaviruspandemic
hasgivenmanypeople,confinedathomefor
themost part during the successive lock-
downs,somebreathingspacetore-evaluate
theircareersandtheirlives.Icanrecommend
this,havingdoneit14yearsago,withoutthe
benefitof apandemic to forcemetoputmy
thinking cap on. Then, on deputation from
theIndianAdministrativeService(IAS)tothe
WorldBankinWashingtonDC,Iwaskeento
giveourtwotalentedtennis-playingkidsthe
best opportunity to become tennis profes-
sionals. They trained at the Junior Tennis
ChampionsCentreatCollegePark,Maryland,
and our daughter, Tara, rapidly rose to rank
45thintheworldintheInternationalTennis
Federation’sjuniorrankings.Attheageof17,
shewasallsettoturnpro,butneededaroad
managercumcoach to travelwithher.
Guess what, I quit my job at theWorld

BankandbecameTara’s roadmanagercum
coach. I had tried and failed to play profes-
sional tennis inmy youth, but now had an
opportunitytocoacharealpro—mydaugh-
ter. Havingnurturedher tennis career from
the start, I was very excited at the opportu-
nityofaccompanyingheratthiscrucialstage
ofherjourney,eventhoughitmeantleaving
theWorldBank.Therecomesatimeinallof
ourliveswhenweneedtoputourcareersec-
ond and family first. My wife, Indira, had
been focusing on the family formany years
anditwasnowmyturn.Theicingonthecake

was that itwasgoing tobegreat fun.
Over thenext twoyears, Tara and I trav-

elled tomore than 20 countries across five
continents, with Tara playing inmore than
40professionaltournaments.Duringthispe-
riod, my role as roadmanager consisted of
thefollowingmainduties—coach,dad,itin-
eraryplanner, bookerof budgetairline tick-
ets and low cost hotels, washer of tennis
clothes and drier of sweat soaked tennis
shoes,recorderoftennismatchstatisticsand,
well, all other “odd jobs”.
TheonlytaskIwasnotinchargeofwhile

on the tour (luckily forTara)waspreparing
meals.Weusually hadbreakfast at theho-
tel restaurant, lunch at the tournament
venue and the evening meal was in the
hands of “chef” Tara. She enjoyed coming
upwith healthy yet tasty food, andwas in
charge of whipping up our simple dinner,
typicallyconsistingof tunasandwiches,mi-
crowavedvegetablesandboiledchickpeas.
There were times, of course, whenwe de-
cidedtothrowthehealthydiettothewinds,
andsplurgedondeliciouslyunhealthyfood
like McDonald’s burgers, French fries and
the occasional pizza.
Before plunging into my job as a road

manager, Indira and I decided that itwould
beusefulformetopilotthisnewassignment
rolewith our son Venkat as the guinea pig.
Venkat, just 15 then, was also showing
tremendous promise as a tennis player. A

gifted athlete, he had just been selected to
playtheJuniorDavisCupforIndia.So,Venkat
andItravelledtoIstanbulandCairoforsome
International Tennis Federation (ITF) Junior
tournaments. Venkat didwell, earning his
first ITF Junior points on this trip, while the
main lesson, the freshlyminted roadman-
agerlearned,wastotakedetailedplayingsta-
tisticsduringVenkat’smatch, inhiscase, fo-
cusingonthepercentageoffirstservesmade
andthenumberofunforcederrors,particu-
larlyon the forehandside.
Iwasnowall set to take Tara onher first

tournament on the women’s tour to
Chongqing,China.Itwasincrediblyhotthere
and Tara literally sweated herway through
the first three qualifying rounds, winning
toughmatchesagainstChinesegirls. In fact,
afterwinning her third and final qualifying
match, her tennis shoesgot so soaked that I
hadtousethehairdryerinthehotelroomto
blowdrythem,togetthemreadybeforeher
nextmatch.Withmore andmore tourna-
mentsunderourbelts,TaraandIstartedget-
tingusedtodealingwiththelowsandhighs
of thetour.Arecurringkneeinjury,however,
put an end toTara’s professional career and
shewentback tocollegeatDukeUniversity
wheresheledtheteamtothenationalinter-
collegiate tennis title.
Apart from being able to spend a lot of

qualitytimewithmydaughterandsondur-
ing theirpeak tennisplayingyears, theroad

manager stint was a great learning experi-
enceformetobeabletomanageonmyown
without theparaphernaliaofofficesupport.
Havingbeenspoiledbytheperksof the IAS,
Iwas forced to become self-reliant -- itwas
anunforgettableexperience.
But all good things come to an end, and

thebesttwo-yearbreakIeverhadconcluded
inMay2008.OnreturntotheUttarPradesh
government in Lucknow, I was posted as
PrincipalSecretaryHigherEducation. Justas
I was getting used to this new sector, I was
transferredtotheForestsDepartment.Before
the transfermerry go round could spit me
out intoanother job, I tookvoluntaryretire-
mentandreturnedto theWorldBank.
For thosewhoarehesitatingbeforetak-

ingtheplungetotakeabreak,bereassured
that itwill not adversely affect your career.
Look atmy case: I quit the IAS in 2009, re-
joined theWorld Bank, and then in early
2016,was recalled to thegovernment. It all
works out in the end, but when the mo-
ment is ripe to put family over work, one
shouldpractice carpediem(seize theday).
So forall thosewhohavehadachancedur-
ingthesuccessivelockdownstothinkabout
taking an “unconventional” break, my ad-
vice is— take it.

Thewriter is secretary,Departmentof
DrinkingWaterandSanitation.

Viewsarepersonal

Thismomentmayberipetore-evaluatelifeandcareer,putfamilyoverwork

In pandemic, take a break
Parameswaran Iyer
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II AashimaBhallaW/o-Aaditya
GognaR/o-Flat-No.312, Pkt-
D,Sec-B-2,Narela, Delhi-110040
have changedmyname to
AashimaGognapermanently.

0040545516-3

II KrishnaRoyChowdhury,D/O
PareshChandrapaul R/O-
ChuramanUttarDinajpurwest
Bengal-733128,HaveChanged
myName toKrishnaPaul.

0040545509-4

II VeerMatiW/O, Saletu Singh
R/oVillageAndPost - Tissa
Distt -MuzaffarnagarUp-
251308havechangedmyname
toBirmati for all purposes.

0040545462-1

II,,VVIIMMAALLCHANDS/OPOONAM
CHAND JAINR/OHNO.89/90,III-
FLOOR,PKT-18,SECTOR-24,
ROHINI,DELHI-110085.
CHANGEDMYNAMETOVIMAL
CHAND JAIN. 0040545516-2

II,,SSuusshhiill Kumar Sharma,S/oBrij
MohanLal SharmaR/o-
79,Qutub-ViewAppts
Katwaria-Sarai,N.D-110016,
have changedmyname to
SubhashChanderWadhawan

0040545513-6

II,,SSuummiittaa,,WW//ooNareshKumar
R/o-B-4,New India-
Apartment,Sector-9,Rohini,
RajapurKalan,Delhi-110085,
inform that SumitaPanwarand
Sumita are the namesof one
andsameperson i.e.myself.

0040545509-8

II,,RRiisshhiittaa Sushil Kumar
Sharma,D/oSubhashChander
WadhawanR/o-79,Qutub-View
ApptsKatwaria-Sarai, N.D-
110016,have changedmyname
toRishitaWadhawan,for all
purposes. 0040545513-4

II,,HHiitthheerrttoo knownas Lalit Jain
SonofDarshanLal Jain
Residingat,G-132,Vijay
Vihar,Phase-2,Near Sector-
4,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed thenameofmyminor
sonPrathamJain aged11 years
andhe shall hereafter be
knownasRaghuv Jain.It is
certified that I have complied
with other legal requirements
in this connection.

0040545516-4

II,,GGiirriisshhVazirani S/o Lajpat Rai
Vazirani R/o-D-31, Sector-27,
Noida, G.B.Nagar,(U.P.),have
changedmy,minor Son’sname
fromPulkit Vazirani to Pulkiit
GirishVazirani. 0040545451-4

II,,EELL SinghaD/oNimai Chandra
SinghaR/oG-404Amrapali
Silicon-City Sector-76Nioda
Gautambudhnagar have
changedmyname toAshmita
Singha. 0040545427-1

II,,BBIIMMLLAARAUTELA,W/o-JC-
383278WRankSubedar
Sh.KundanSingh
Rautela,Presently,R/O-Butt-
Cotage,Narsing-
Bari,Almora,Uttarakhand-
263601,have changedmy
name,fromBIMLARAUTELA to
BIMALARAUTELA,FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040545505-9

II,, amowner of
(G.D.A.)House.No.-E-545D, IInd-
floor, Sec-11,PratapVihar,
Ghaziabad. In this propertymy
name isManju Sachdeva.
Manju Sachdeva& Manju
Aroraareone,and same
person.,In future I,will-be
knownmeManjuArora,W/o
Shri AshokKumarArora,R/o-
1231, Block-K,NearHanuman
Mandir, Jahangirpuri,
Shanjarpur, North-WestDelhi-
33, forever 0040545464-1

II,, VickyaliasVikki,S/oVinod
PrakashR/o-Quarter.
No.96/96,Type-1,MAMC
Campus,BehindGBPH
DaryaGanj,Central Delhi,Delhi-
110002,have changedmyname
toVikky,for all future
purposes. 0040545509-7

II,, SukhvinderW/oDavinder
SinghR/oB-329, Hari
Nagar,MayaPari, SouthWest
Delhi-110064,changedmy
name toSukhvinder Kaur.

0040545513-1

II,, Subhankar Shashikant,S/o
ShashiKantMishraR/o-
2001,IIT-EngineersCGHS,
Sector-10,Dwarka,NewDelhi-
110075,have changedmyname
toShubhankar Shashikant,for
all futurepurposes.

0040545513-7

II,, StephenS/oXavior Thomas
R/o-Flat.No-372, DDA-Janta
Flats,Pocket-6, Phase-
1,SunriseApartment,Nasirpur,
Dwarka,Delhi-110045,have
changedmyname to stephen
thomas for,all purposes.

0040545451-3

II,, ShwetaD/oRaj SinghR/o-
H.No-620/299, Chauhan
Mohalla,Madanpur
khadar,SaritaVihar, Delhi-
110076,have changedmyname
to shweta chauhan for all
purposes. 0040545451-2

II,, Shaguns/oPrakash
Maheshwari,H.No-C-24G, Delhi
PoliceApartments,Mayur-
Vihar, Phase-1, Delhi-
110091,have changedmyname
toShagunMaheshwari
permanently 0040545509-6

II,, Sanjay SinghRawatR/oD-71,
Chattarpur Enclave, NewDelhi-
110074. have changedmy
minor son’s name from
SaumyaRawat to Samarth
Rawat for all purposes.

0040545444-1

II,, ChandraSinghS/oGuman
SinghR/oB-11A,Maharani
BaghN.Delhi-110065,have
changedmyname toChandar
Singh for all purposes.

0040545516-1

II,, SHEENA,D/OSh.Chitranjan
SinghChandel R/o-P-
4/2,Tarapore Enclave, Vasant-
Kunj,NewDelhi-110070,have
changedmyname,from
SHEENA toSHEENACHANDEL
vide-Affidavit,dated-
20.08.2020. 0040545513-8

II,, SAMARTHCHANDEL,S/O
Sh.ChitranjanSinghChandel
R/o-P/2,Tarapore-
Enclave,Vasant-Kunj,New
Delhi-110070,have changedmy
name,fromSAMARTH
CHANDEL toSAMARTHSINGH
CHANDELvide-Affidavit,dated-
20.08.2020. 0040545513-9

II,, RidhimaKocharW/OPankaj
KumarBaggaR/O.H.no-97,
Gali.No-11,OnkarNagar-B, Tri-
NagarDelhi-110035have
changedmyname toRidhima
Bagga. 0040545505-1

II,, RenuKhosliya aliasRenu
Kholia,W/o-DevenderKumar
R/o-16/830-E, Bapa-Nagar,
Karol-Bagh,Delhi-5,have
changedmyname toRenu
bothare samePerson.

0040545505-6

II,, RajeshSuranaS/oChandan
Mal SuranaHNo-10872,
JhandewalanRoadNewDelhi-
110055.have changemyname
RajeshKumar Surana.

0040545509-5

II,, varshabhatia,W/oRaj kumar
BhatiaAdd-58,Saini enclave
vikasmargdelhi-110092,
changedmyname toRiya
bhatia. 0040545505-4

II,, RHEANIHALSINGH,W/o
RaunaqSinghAnandR/o-E-7,
Pushpanjali Farm,
Bijwasan,Delhi-110061.have
changedmyname toRHEA
SINGHANAND. 0040545513-2

II,, RAKESHKAPRAWAN,S/O
INDERSINGH,H.NO.1244,
LAXMI-BAINAGAR,DELHI-
110023,CHANGEDMYNAMETO
RAKESHKUMAR
PERMANENTLY.

0040545505-3

II,, Priyanka,D/oRakesh
Kumar,W/oPawanBhagatR/o-
X/3338,Gali.No.2,
Raghubarpura.No.2,Gandhi-
NagarDelhi-110031,have
changedmyname to Jagriti
Bhagat,for all purposes.

0040545509-3

II,, PrinceNitvik S/oShri Gopal
AadityaRaghuvanshi R/oH.N.
610, Sector-5,MohanMeakins
Society, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad, UP 201012have
changedmyname toPrince
Raghuvanshi for all purposes.

0040545419-1

II,, Pavitar KumarBabbar S/o Late
SudeshkumarBabbarR/oC-
323, Sector-19, Noidahave
changedmyminor sonname
fromBharat toBharat Babbar
for all purposes. 0040545422-1

II,, ParthAryanS/oShri Gopal
AadityaRaghuvanshi R/o
H.N.610, Sector-5,Mohan
Meakins Society, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad, UP 201012have
changedmyname toParth
Raghuvanshi for all purposes.

0040545463-1

II,, NeemaW/oShri Kishore
KumarR/o 6-C, KalpanaSector-
5, Vaishali, GhaziabadU.P
201010, inform thatmyactual
name isNeemaandwrongly
mentionedasNehaon thebirth
certificate ofmydaughter
Anushkaasper affidavit. No.
IN-DL 31127920620826S.

0040545472-1

II,,MehruS/oPopatR/oB-
1/138,BlockB-1, J.J Colony,
Raghubir Nagar,Tagore
Garden,Rajouri Garden,West
Delhi-110027HaveChangedmy
Name toMehruKumar.

0070711710-1

II,,MEENAKSHI SHARMA,R/O-
A.136, SECTOR-55, NOIDA,
GAUTAMBUDH-NAGAR,
U.P.201301,CHANGEDMYminor
SONNAMEDAKSHKAPOORTO
AGASTYASHARMA.

0040545505-7

II,, Jasbir KaurD/o Jagir Singh
R/o-VillageKairon, TaranTaran
Punjab-143415 InformThat
JasbirNameAndKaur
Surname. 0040545505-5

II,, JASVINERSINGHS/oDALAL
SINGH R/o-A-4A, GALI.NO-5,
HIMGIRI-ENCLAVE NILOTHI
NANGLOIWest/Delhi-
110041,have changedmyname
to JASVINDERSINGH.

0040545513-3

II,, Har SwroopSinghS/o Jagdish
SinghR/o-VPO.Keharola,
Bulandshahar,UP.have change
myname’fromHar Swroop to
HarswaroopSinghVide-
Affidavit-date-18/07/2020

0040545516-5

II,, Dr. AanieetaaVaissnava
mother andSuryanath Singh
father R/o Flat.No.181, Naval
TechnicalOfficer’s
Society,Plot.No.3A, Sector-
22,Dwarka, NewDelhi-110077,
have changednameof our
minor sonAnanyPrakashage
16 years. His newname is
RUDRAKSHVAISSNAVA.

0040545491-1

II,, CHHAVIKHANNA,W/OMANISH
S KUMARR/O-À-19/20DOUBLE-
STORYMALKA-GANJDELHI-
110007,have changedmyname
toCCHAVIKHNNA,for all
purpose. 0040545509-2

II,, BachanSinghR/oWz283/9
First FloorGali No 2Vishnu
GardenKhyala TilakNagar
NewDelhi 110018have
changedmyminor son’s name
fromAnil Singh toAnoopSingh
for all purposes. 0040545457-1

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNVVAACCAANNTTClassifieds

Be it known to all by this public
no�ce that all my clients (1) Shri
Darshan Singh S/o Late Shri Hari

Singh & (2) Smt. Daljeet Kaur W/o
Shri Darshan Singh both R/o H. No.
A-27 & 27-A,Upper Ground Floor

(front side),Ram Du� Enclave,
U�am Nagar,New Delhi -110059,
who has severed all his rela�ons

with his son (Shri Pawandeep Singh
S/o Shri Darshan Singh) & daughter-
in-law (Mrs. Ravinder Kaur W/o Shri
Pawandeep Singh), both R/o H. No.
A-27 & 27-A,Upper Ground Floor
(front side), Ram Du� Enclave,

U�am Nagar,New Delhi -110059 &
also disowned & debarred them

from their immovable proper�es/
floors bearing No. A-27 & 27-A,

Upper Ground Floor (front side &
backside), Ram Du� Enclave,U�am

Nagar, New Delhi-110059 & all
moveable proper�es as they are in
the habit of abusing & misbehaving

not only with my clients but also
with rela�ves and now my clients

have no concern with their
aforesaid son and daughter-in-law.
Anybody dealing with them will be

doing so on their own risk &
consequences & my aforesaid

clients shall not be responsible for
any act of them, i.e., their aforesaid

son Shri Pawandeep Singh and
daughter-in-law, Mrs Ravinder Kaur.

Ajai Kumar (Advocate)
En. No. D/1008/2006

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public is hereby

informed that my client Rani Devi

W/o Late S. Jagir Singh R/o D-26,

Mansa Ram Park, Uttam Nagar,

New Delhi have severed relations

with her daughter Manjit Kaur. She

has disowned and debarred her

said daughter from all her movable

and immovable propert ies.

Anybody dealing with Manjit Kaur

will do so at his/her/their own risk and

responsibilities and she will not be

responsible for any act, deed or

dealing done by Manjit Kaur.

Parvinder Kaur(Advocate)

Enrollment No. D/652/2015

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lease deed of plot #112,

sandesh v ihar, p&t

employees central co-

operative house building

society, pitampura, delhi

in favor of LT.sh. R P sinha,

s/o Lt. Sh. Deen dayal was

lost on 1-06-2016 in

jabalpur,(M.p). If found

please contact on

9873476476

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is informed to the General Public that
my client Shri. Prahlad Khanna, aged 99
years old, S/o Late Shri Nand Lal Khanna,
R/o 521 Sector-A, Pocket-C Vasant Kunj
New Delhi-110070, has completely
severed all social and legal relations with
his son namely Shri. Gautam Khanna,
aged 57 years, and his wife namely Smt.
Reena Khanna, aged 58 years, both are
R/o 521 Sector-A, Pocket-C Vasant Kunj
New Delhi-110070 with immediate effect.
My client has completely disowned his
son and his daughter in law, and further
debar them from their all movable and
immovable Properties. Further it is also
announced and made clear to everyone
by this public notice that any person
whosoever dealing with my son and his
wife in any manner will do the same at its
own peril and any act of my son and his
wife of whatsoever nature will not be
accounted to them and he will not be
responsible for the same.

Sd/- (DILIP KUMAR)
Advocate

Ch. No. 175 Block-II, Delhi High Court

Public Caution Notice
I, FOR and on behalf of my client Mr. Kiran
Kumar, by this Public Notice proclaim and
declare that my client is the sole and
absolute owner of the property bearing no.
B-1, First Floor, Village Possangipur, Colony
Ram Dutt, Block-B, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi
and the said property was rented to Late Sh.
Pankaj Ahuja S/o Sh. J. L. Ahuja A-131,
Sewak Park, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-
110059 for a limited period, however, it has
been brought to the information of my client
that the family members, namely Seema
Ahuja, Kamal Ahuja, Neeraj Ahuja, Ritu
Ahuja, Annu Ahuja against whom eviction
proceedings are ongoing are making
misrepresentations and falsities in respect of
the property. My client so far has not
bequeathed the same in their name nor had
sold it to them nor intends to do so. I, through
this Public Notice warn the general public to
beware of any such or other rumours with
respect to the above property from any
corner to the effect of selling or bequeathing
or transferring the above property to the said
unscrupulous persons or any other persons.

Sd/- Sarthak Maggon Law Offices
Advocates, Solicitors & Legal Consultants

complianceofficer@smlawoffices.in

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients SH. TILAK RAJ SAPRA & his wife
REENA SAPRA And Daughter PALLAVI
SAPRA And Son VANSH SAPRA All R/o
House No-LP-39E, PITAMPURA, Delhi-
110034, do hereby severe their all relation
from SATISH KUMAR SAPRA & his wife
NEERU SAPRA And Daughter CHHAVI
SAPRA And ANANYA SAPRA All R/o House
No-LP-39E, 3RD FLOOR, PITAMPURA,
Delhi-110034 and their successors due to
their misconduct and misdeeds. After
15.08.2020, my clients are, living separately
from them and if anybody dealt with them or
deal with them, will deal at their own cost,
money, risk and consequences.

Sd/-
VIKASH VERMA (Advocate)

(Delhi High Court)
Chamber at:- Chamber No. 1523, 15th
floor, Rohini Courts Complex, Rohini

Courts, Delhi Enrol. No. D-2119/14

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform all concerned that
following documents have been lost
(a) Conveyance Deed and Partition
Deed of Property No.1323, Dr.
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-110009 (b)
Demand Cum Allotment Letter of
Shop /Plot No.58, Wadhwa Market,
Kingsway Camp, Delhi-110009 If
anybody finds the same, he/she may
return the same to us. The public are
hereby cautioned in dealing with the
above and if they do so, they will be
doing so at their own risk and
responsibility. Harjeet Kukreja and
Surender Both Son of Late Shri
Shori Singh Both Residence of
House No.1323, Dr. Mukherjee
Nagar, Delhi-110009 9873878208,
9582831323, 9999886824.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to public at large that my
clients Sh. Kherati Lal Maggu S/o Late
Chiman Lal Maggu and Smt. Chanchal
Both R/o E-7A/388, Sangam Vihar, New
Delhi- 110062, have severed all
relationship from their son Nitin Maggi and
his wife Heena Kochhed, and disowned
and debarred them from all his moveable
and immovable properties as they have
become disobedient and they are out of
control of my above client and my client
have nothing to do with them. My client
shall not be responsible for their acts,
deeds. If any person deals with them then
he will be doing that at his own risk, cost
and consequences.

Sd/- DOLLY GOSWAMI (Advocate)
Enrl No. D/849/2012

Ch. No. D703, Lawyer Chamber,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi

Mobile No. 9990122828

II,, BHARTI KHANNA,W/OMANOJJ
S KUMARR/O-À-19/20,
DOUBLE-STORY,MALKA-GANJ
DELHI-110007,have changed
myname toBHARTTI
KHNNA,for all purpose.

0040545509-1

II,, AkashGupta S/oShri S.C.
Gupta, R/o 27, G/F, TilakBridge
RailwayColony,MathuraRoad,
NewDelhi-110001have
changed thenameofmyminor
son fromDRAVIDGUPTA to
DRAVINGUPTA for all
purposes. 0040545500-1

II,, Ajay SinghChaudhary S/oShri
RadheySingh,R/oB-60,
Amarpali, Sector-1,Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changedmy
name to Ajay Singh.

0040545505-2

II,, ANUJKUMARS/OSHYAM
BIHARIH.NO-16/24, SANGAM
VIHAR,SOUTHDELHI-
110062,CHANGEDMYNAMETO
ANUJKUMAR
RASTOGI,PERMANENTLY.

0040545505-8

I,Simmi Sushil Kumar
Sharma,W/oSushil Kumar
SharmaR/o-79,Qutub-View
ApptsKatwaria-Sarai,N.D-
110016,have changedmyname
toPoonamWadhawan,for all
purposes. 0040545513-5

WWee,, HansaPuri &Pallavi Puri,
R/oH.No. 185, Sec-31,
Faridabad,Haryanahave lost
Allotment, Demandand
Possession letter of Property
ShopNo. 4A,Okhla Industrial
Area, Phase-2, NewDelhi
havingDDAFileNo.
F47(24)1981/CE/OKL

0040545392-1

MMyyoriginal-documents of
propertyH.No.387,PKT-II,
Paschimpuri,NewDelhi-
110063,havebeen lost.Finder
contact:VijayantRaj Singh,S/o
LateRamraj Singh, H.No.387,
PKT-II,Paschimpuri,NewDelhi
Mobile-No..8527713828.

0040545513-10

II,, SudhaGuptaW/oPramod
KumarGupta,R/o-B-11, 2nd-
Floor,ShoppingCenter,Tagore
Garden, New.Delhi-110027,have
lostOriginal RegisteredSale
Deed
document(Dt.27/06/2011),of
Property.No.WZ-27-C, 2nd-
Floor,GangaRamVatika,
New.Delhi-110018,which
executedby,Smt. Nirmal Sethi
in favour,Smt. NarinderKaur,
somewhere in Tilak
Nagar.,FindermayPlease
Contact:-9717180003

0040545451-1

II,, Sheetal Prashad Jain,inform
thatmyproperty.No.58 Bhogal-
Road (part of 21Bazar-Lane)
BhogalNew.Delhi-
110014.comprised in
Property.No.4875
Khasra.No.681Original Lease
DeedandOriginal SaleDeed
Regd-No.2093Book-No.1Vol
No.380Pages 181-192Dated-
25.02.1959 in theoffice of Sub-
RegistrarNew.Delhi and
OriginalWILLRegd-No.3070
Book-No.3Vol.No.363Pages
124-126 dated-01.08.1986 in the
office of SubRegistrar
New.Delhi has.been lost.if
found,contactme+91-
9810456147. 0040545516-8

E-Tender Notice E-Tenders are invited from eligible bidders. Please
visit E-tender portal www.etender.up.nic.in for details/download
and for any other corrections/ amendments/ extensions till the date
of submission of bids. Sl. No. 1 Tender Specification No. Short
Term E-Tender No. 29/2020-21 EUDC MZN Name of Works
Construction of line for releasing connection of load 63 KVA for Toll
Plaza NHAI at Chapar under EUDD-II, Muzaffarnagar Earnest
Money (Rs.) 8000.00 Tender Fee (Rs.) 1180.00 (18% ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f)
Last Date for online submission of tender document 04.09.2020
Date for opening of tender part-I 04.09.2020 Sd/- (R.D. Singh)
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER "Save Electricity in the interest of
Nation" ´fÂffaI : 1521/d½f.³f.d½f.·f.¸fb.³f¦fS dQ³ffaI : 20.08.2020

OFFICE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

ELECTRICITY URBAN DISTRIBUTION CIRCLE
PASCHIMANCHAL VIDYUT VITARAN NIGAM LIMITED

MUZAFFARNAGAR
Tel. No.: 0131-2621135, E-mail : seeudcmzn@gmail.com

BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc̈ f³ff:- A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ õfSf d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fÊ I e d³fd½fQf BÊ-MZ¯OdSa¦f IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
I Sf³fZ WZ°fb A³fb·f½fe E½fa ´fid°fdâ°f NZIZ QfSûÔ ÀfZ ¸fbWS¶faQ d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ Qû A»f¦f-A»f¦f ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f I e

ªff°fe W`aÜ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I ½f ²fSûWS SfdVf BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f IZ £ff°ff Àfa. 10880224116 AfBÊ.ER .EÀf.Àfe.

I ûO SBIN0000685 ·ffS°fe¹f ÀMZM ¶f`ÔI , Sm»f½fZ SûO, ¸fbªfµR S ³f¦fS ¸fZÔ AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf./E³f.BÊ.ER .Me.
IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ªf¸ff I SfBÊ ªff¹fZ¦fe E½fa d³fd½fQf I f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I ²fSûWS SfdVf ªf¸ff I f ÀffÃ¹f

¹f±fû¹fûª¹f ¹fc.Me.AfS. ´fZ-B³f-dÀ»f´f ¸fc»f I e ´fid°f, ¶f`ÔI ¦ffS¯Me ¸fc»f I e ´fid°f (BV¹fcBa¦f ¶f`ÔI IZ

I ³R S¸fZVf³f ¸fZ»f I e ´fid°f) ´f`³f I fOÊ, ªfe.EÀf.Me., MZ¢³fûI f¸fdVfÊ¹f»f Vf°fZË BÊ-MZ¯OS ´fi´fÂf IZ Àff±f

Af³f»ffBÊ³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf dQ³ffaI 17.09.2020 I û 12.00 ¶fªfZ °fI A´f»fûO I e ªff¹fZ¦fe °f±ff d³fd½fQf I f

dõ°fe¹f ·ff¦f (´fifBÊÀf d¶fO) Af³f»ffBÊ³f dQ³ffaI 17.09.2020 I û Àf¸f¹f 12.00 ¶fªfZ °fI ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM

www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS ·fSe ªff ÀfIZÔ ¦feÜ d³fd½fQf I f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f dQ³ffaI 17.09.2020 I û Àff¹fa
02.00 ¶fªfZ IZ C´fSf³°f BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ Àff½fÊªfd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ £fû»fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ ¹fdQ dI Àfe ·fe I fS¯f C¢°f

dQ³ffaI I û A½fI fVf Wû°ff W` °fû d³fd½fQf A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ dQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ £fû»fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe I û dI Àfe

·fe EI A±f½ff Àf·fe d³fd½fQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ, dI Àfe ·fe Àf¸f¹f d³fSÀ°f/ÀfaVfû²f³f I S³fZ I f ´fc¯fÊ

Ad²fI fS ÀfbS dÃf°f W`Ü IÈ ´f¹ff d³fd½fQfAûÔ I e d½fÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fS e/d³fd½fQf ÀfaVfû²f³f/d½fÀ°ffS¯f

d°fd±f/d³fÀ°ffSeI S¯f IZ d»f¹fZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM www.etender.up.nic.in/ www.pvvnl.org ´fS »ffg¦fAf³f
I SamÜ 1. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff 65/ 2020-21:- Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O-´fi±f¸f,
¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ A²fe³fÀ±f C´f£f¯O Ad²fI fSe d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´fJ¯O-dõ°fe¹f, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ I f¹fÊÃfZÂf

¸fZÔ 33/11 IZ ½fe C´fIZ ³Qi »ff»fc£ûOe ´fS À±ffd´f°f 11 IZ ½fe Ii û¸´fM³f ¸fZI 02 ³fa. ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. E½fa 33/11

IZ ½fe C´fIZ ³Qi ´fe´f»fWZOÞf ´fS À±ffd´f°f 11 IZ ½fe Ii û¸´fM³f ¸fZI 02 ³fa. ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. IZ ÀfWe ´fiI fS ÀfZ I f¹fÊ

³fWeÔ I S³fZ ´fS 04 ³fa. 11 IZ ½fe ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. IZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f Àf¸ff³f IZ À±ff³f ´fS ³f¹ff Àf¸ff³f C´f»f¶²f I Sf°fZ

Wb¹fZ ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊ ¶ffWÐ¹f EªfZ³Àfe IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ I Sf¹fZ ªff³fZ WZ°fb I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .-2000/¸ffÂfÜ

d³fd½fQf Vfb»I ÷ .-1180.00 ¸ffÂfÜ 2. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff 66/ 2020-21:- Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff,
d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O-dõ°fe¹f, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ A²fe³fÀ±f C´f£f¯O Ad²fI fSe d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´fJ¯O-

dõ°fe¹f, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ I f¹fÊÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ 33/11 IZ ½fe C´fIZ ³Qi d³fS¸ff³ff ´fS À±ffd´f°f 11 IZ ½fe Ii û¸´fM³f ¸fZI

04 ³fa. ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. IZ ÀfWe ´fiI fS ÀfZ I f¹fÊ ³fWeÔ I S³fZ ´fS 04 ³fa. 11 IZ ½fe ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. IZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f Àf¸ff³f

IZ À±ff³f ´fS ³f¹ff Àf¸ff³f C´f»f¶²f I Sf°fZ Wb¹fZ ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊ ¶ffWÐ¹f EªfZ³Àfe IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ I Sf¹fZ ªff³fZ

WZ°fb I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .-2000/¸ffÂfÜ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I ÷ .-1180.00 ¸ffÂfÜ 3. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff 67/
2020-21:- Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O-dõ°fe¹f, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ A²fe³fÀ±f C´f£f¯O
Ad²fI fSe d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´fJ¯O-´fi±f¸f, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ I f¹fÊÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ 33/11 IZ ½fe C´fIZ ³Qi Àfa²ff½f»fe

´fS À±ffd´f°f 11 IZ ½fe Ii û¸´fM³f ¸fZI B³fI d¸fa¦f E½fa AfCM¦fûBÊ a¦f 04 ³fa. ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. IZ ÀfWe ´fiI fS ÀfZ I f¹fÊ

³fWeÔ I S³fZ ´fS 04 ³fa. 11 IZ ½fe ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. IZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f Àf¸ff³f IZ À±ff³f ´fS ³f¹ff Àf¸ff³f C´f»f¶²f I Sf°fZ

Wb¹fZ ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊ ¶ffWÐ¹f EªfZ³Àfe IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ I Sf¹fZ ªff³fZ WZ°fb I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .-2000/¸ffÂfÜ

d³fd½fQf Vfb»I ÷ .-1180.00 ¸ffÂfÜ Sd/- Superintending Engineer Electy. Distt. Circle-
1st. Muzaffarnagar ´fÂffaIY: 3092/d½f.d½f.¸fa.´fi.-¸fb.³f¦fSX/I`Y¸´f dQ³fafIY: 20.08.2020

´fdV¨f¸ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f. ¸fbªfµRYSX³f¦fSXX

DAKSHINANCHAL VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
(UNDERTAKING OF U.P. GOVERNMENT)

(CIN: U31200UP2003SGC027460)
e-Tender Extension Notice

´fÂffaIY: 2146/A²fe.Ad·f.(IYf¹fÊVff»ff.)Q.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f./d³fd½fQf Àfc̈ f³ff dQ³ffaIY: 20.08.2020

Tender
No.

Short Description Estimated
Cost in

Rs.

Revised
Earnest

Money in
Rs.

Revised
Tender
Fee in

Rs.

Tender
Opening
Date &
Time

07/2020
-21

For the safe Carriage, load-
ing and unloading etc. of
damaged/ repaired trans-
formers/ Material from
Workshop/Store centre to
another Workshop/ Store
centre etc. under EWD, Agra

Approx.
Rs. 30.00

Lac

Rs.
30,000.00

Rs.
3,000.00

(GST
Extra)

04.09.2020
16:00 Hrs

08/2020
-21

For the safe Carriage, loading
and unloading etc. of dam-
aged/ repaired transformers/
Material from Workshop/Store
centre to another Workshop/
Store centre etc. under EWD,
Aligarh

Approx.
Rs. 30.00

Lac

Rs.
30,000.00

Rs.
3,000.00

(GST
Extra)

04.09.2020
16:00 Hrs

09/2020
-21

For the safe Carriage, loading
and unloading etc. of dam-
aged/ repaired transformers/
Material from Workshop/Store
centre to another Workshop/
Store centre etc. under EWD,
Kanpur

Approx.
Rs. 60.00

Lac

Rs.
60,000.00

Rs.
3,000.00

(GST
Extra)

04.09.2020
16:00 Hrs

Other Terms & Conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit
at eprocurement portal of UP Government https://etender.up.nic.in or contact us at
given address as follows:

Urja Bhawan, 220 KV Sub-Station, Bye Pass
Road, Sikandra, Agra- 282007 (UP) Ph. No.
9068944455

Superintending Engineer
(Workshop)

D.V.V.N.L. AGRA

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION, PURI, ODISHA
Phone: 06752-223447/ e-Mail: eephpuri@gmail.com

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
Government of Odisha “e” Procurement Notice

Bid Identification No. EEPHPURI-21 of 2020-21 Dated. 18.08.2020

1 Name of the work :- Civil, Electrical, WTP and pine
line work.

2. Estimated cost :- Rs. 278.33 Lakhs
3. Period of completion :- 18 (Eighteen ) Months
4. Date and time of availability of

bid document in the portal :- 26.08.2020 (11.00 A.M) to
10.09.2020 (5.00 P.M)

5. Last date/ time for receipt of
bids in the portal :- 5.00 PM of 10.09.2020

6. Date and time of opening of
bids :- 12.30 PM of 11.09.2020.

7. Name and address of the
Officer Inviting Bid :- Executive Engineer,

P.H Division, Puri
Phone: 06752-223447
Fax: 06752-223447
E-mail: eephpuri@gmail.com

8. The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only.
Sd/-

Executive Engineer, (P.H, PURI)
OIPR-13010/11/0003/2021

C-104

E- TENDER INVITING NOTICE
Tenders are invited through e-tendering for supply of following Material 5000
Nos. 11/0.4 KV 25 KVA distribution transformers, against tender specification
no. PVVNL-MT/MM/7/20-21.
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) :- Rs. 24,00,000.00
Last Date of tender submission & Time :- 22.09.2020 at 2:00 PM
Date of tender opening (Part-Ist & IInd) & Time :- 22.09.2020 at 5:00 PM
Note:- In case of any amendment in tender specification or date of extension,

the same shall be uploaded on e-tender website
www.etender.up.nic.in and www.pvvnl.org

For detailed information please log on www.pvvnl.org & E-Tendering web-
site www.etender.up.nic.in till the date of submission of bids.
Superintending Engineer (MM-I) “Help line Number for Information of Theft of
Electricity: “1800-180-3002 (Meerut) & 9412207451”

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (MM-I)

For Managing Director
“SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION”

´fÂffaIY:- 7232 dQ³ffaIY:-20.08.20

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.,
Victoria Park, Meerut

·ffIÈYA³fb´f. IZY³ýie¹f Af»fc A³fbÀfa²ff³f ÀfaÀ±ff³f
ÃfZÂfe¹f IZY³ýi- ¸fûQe´fbSX¸f, ¸fZSXNX (CX.´fi.)

ICAR- Central Potato Research Institute
Regional Station Modipuram-250110, Meerut (UP)

´fÂffaI : 01/ d½fÄff´f³f/ 2020/ 1302 dQ³ffaI : 20 A¦fÀ°f, 2020
Àfc¨f³ff

BÀf IZ ³ýi ´fS C´f»f¶²f d½fd·f³³f ´fiªffd°f¹fûÔ I f ´fiªf³fI ¶feªf Af»fc/ ´fif¹fûd¦fI C°´ffQ I e Af´fcd°fÊ ÀfSI fSe/ ¦f`S ÀfSI fSe
EmªfZd³Àf¹ffa I û I S³fZ IZ ¶ffQ, ¶f¨fZ WbE ¶feªf I f d³fÀ°ffS¯f ´fi±f¸f AfAû ´fi±f¸f ´ffAû E½fa C´f»f¶²f°ff IZ Af²ffS ´fS dI ¹ff
ªff¹fZ¦ff, dªfÀfIZ d»f¹fZ Af½fZQ³f 05-20 dÀf°f¸¶fS, 2020 °fI ´fif´°f dI ¹fZ ªff¹fZ¦fZÔÜ
d½fÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fSe ÀfaÀ±ff³f I e website http://cpric.res.in & http://cpri.icar.gov.in ´fS QZJZÔÜ

¸f³fûªf IbY¸ffSX
Àfa¹fb¢°f d³fQZVfIY

In proud memory of Brig Balwinder Singh Shergill
who laid down his life while fighting terrorists in
J&K, in the highest traditions of the Indian Army,
on 21 August 2000. Commissioned into the 3rd
Battalion, The Punjab Regiment on 14 Nov 1971,
he fought in the Indo Pak War and all the major
actions subsequently undertaken by the Indian
Army. He is remembered for his professionalism
and sterling character qualities by all those who
served with him. We pray for peace for the
departed soul and for strength for his family to
bear the irreparable loss.
39 NDA and 48 Regular Course Association

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Brig Balwinder
Singh Shergill
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RESTRICTIONSOVERtheentryof
paramilitary soldiers into
Mizoramas a Covid-19 preven-
tionprotocolhasledtoanalterca-
tion between the state govern-
mentandAssamRifles.
In a press statement, Assam

Riflessaid,“TheGovtofMizoram
denyingentrytoArmedForcesin
theStateclearlyviolatesdirections
ofMHAwhichhasseriousimpli-
cation for theNational Security
and is a cause of grave concern
andisnotacceptableasthepeople
ofMizoram fear crossingover of
Myanmarese nationals on the
Indian side and spreadof Covid-
19inMizoram.”
Meanwhile, ina letter toBrig.

Vinod S, DIG, 23 Sector Assam
RiflesinMizoram,undersecretary
in the Home Department of
Mizoram, Zahmingthanga, has
said15personnelof the force re-
fused to complywith entry and
medicalscreeningprotocolatthe
border entry point at Vairengte

and“forcedtheirwaythroughthe
checkgateintoMizoramintheaf-
ternoon”ofAugust18.
“It is unfortunate that the

aforementionedroguebehaviour
bytheAssamRifleshasoccurred
atatimewhentheState isstrug-
glingtocopewiththehighrateof
increaseofCovid-19casesandto
contain community spread, and
hence, is extremely cautious
about incoming persons, resi-
dents aswell as non-residents,”
Zahmingthanga wrote in the
August19letter.
In a letter to PMNarendra

ModionAugust2,ChiefMinister
Zoramthangahadwrittenthatthe
“mainhurdle”thestatewasfacing
incheckingthespreadofCovid-19
wasthe“unrestrictedmovement”
ofparamilitaryforces.
Zahmingthanga added that

betweenMay 1 andAugust 10,
1,124 personnel of AssamRifles
entered the state andmore than
10per cent of them testedposi-
tive. According to data till
Thursday,about40percentofthe
860Covid-19 cases inMizoram
arefromsecurityforces.

COVIDRESTRICTIONS

Bar on troops entry sparks
altercation between
Assam Rifles, Mizoram govt

New Delhi
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BANGLADESHISdiscussinganalmost$1bil-
lionloanfromChinaforacomprehensiveman-
agementandrestorationprojectontheTeesta
river.Theprojectisaimedatmanagingtheriver
basin efficiently, controlling floods, and tack-
lingthewatercrisis insummers.
IndiaandBangladeshhavebeenengaged

inalong-standingdisputeoverwater-sharing
intheTeesta.Moreimportantly,Bangladesh’s
discussionswithChinacomeata timewhen
IndiaisparticularlywaryaboutChinafollow-
ingthestandoff inLadakh.

HowhastheTeestadisputeprogressed?
The two countrieswere on the verge of

signing awater-sharing pact in September
2011,whenPrimeMinisterManmohanSingh
wasgoingtovisitBangladesh.But,WestBengal
ChiefministerMamataBanerjee objected to
it,andthedealwasscuttled.
After NarendraModi came to power in

2014,hevisitedDhakainJune2015—accom-
panied by Mamata Banerjee — and told
Bangladesh PMSheikhHasina that hewas
confidenttheycouldreacha“fairsolution”on
theTeestathroughcooperationbetweencen-
tralandstategovernments.
Five years later, the Teesta issue remains

unresolved.

HowhasIndia’srelationshipwith
Bangladeshplayedoutovertheyears?
NewDelhi has had a robust relationship

withDhaka, carefully cultivated since 2008,
especiallywiththeSheikhHasinagovernment
atthehelm.
India has benefited from its security ties

withBangladesh,whose crackdownagainst
anti-India outfits hashelped the Indiangov-
ernmentmaintain peace in the eastern and
Northeaststates.
Bangladesh has benefited from its eco-

nomic and development partnership.
Bangladesh is India’s biggest tradepartner in
SouthAsia.Bilateral tradehasgrownsteadily
over the last decade: India’s exports to
Bangladesh in2018-19 stoodat $9.21billion,
andimportsfromBangladeshat$1.04billion.
India alsogrants15 to20 lakhvisas every

yeartoBangladeshnationalsformedicaltreat-
ment,tourism,work,andjustentertainment.
A weekend shopping trip to India by
Bangladesh'eliteisquitecommon—whenthe
film Bahubali was released, a group of
Bangladeshnationals came to India in char-
teredflightstowatchit inKolkata.
ForIndia,Bangladeshhasbeenakeypart-

ner in theneighbourhood first policy—and
possibly the success story in bilateral ties

amongitsneighbours.
However, therehavebeenrecent irritants

intherelationship.

Whataretheseirritants?
These include theproposedcountrywide

National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the
CitizenshipAmendmentAct (CAA)passed in
Decemberlastyear.Bangladeshhadcancelled
visitsbyministers, andHasinahasexpressed
reservations about CAA. She had said that
while theCAAand theproposednationwide
NRCare “internalmatters” of India, the CAA
movewas“notnecessary”.
ForeignSecretaryHarshVardhanShringla,

whohasservedasIndia’senvoyinDhaka,flew
toDhaka inearlyMarchtoassuagesuchcon-
cerns.AmiddiscussionsbetweenBangladesh
andChina, Shringlawent toBangladesh this
week, too.Hewas the first visitorHasinahas
metsincetheCovid-19pandemicbegan.

HowhaverelationsbetweenBangladesh
andChinabeendeveloping?
“China is the biggest trading partner of

Bangladeshandistheforemostsourceof im-
ports. In 2019, the trade between the two
countries was $18 billion and the imports
fromChinacommandedthelion’sshare.The
trade is heavily in favour of China,” said
Joyeeta Bhattacharjee, Senior Fellow at
ObserverResearchFoundation,aNewDelhi-
based think tank.
Recently,Chinadeclaredzerodutyon97%

of imports fromBangladesh. The concession
flowedfromChina’sduty-free,quota-freepro-
gramme for the LeastDevelopedCountries.
This move has been widely welcomed in

Bangladesh, with the expectation that
BangladeshexportstoChinawill increase.
Indiatoohasprovideddevelopmentalas-

sistanceworth$10billion,makingBangladesh
the largest recipientof India’s totalof $30bil-
lion aid globally. Chinahaspromisedaround
$30 billionworth of financial assistance to
Bangladesh.
Additionally,Bangladesh’sstrongdefence

tieswith Chinamake the situation compli-
cated. China is the biggest arms supplier to
Bangladeshand it has beena legacy issue—
aftertheliberation,officersofPakistanArmy
—whowerewell-versedwithChinesearms
— joined Bangladesh Army and that’s how
theypreferredChineseweaponsAsa result,
BangladeshforcesareequippedwithChinese
arms including tanks, missile launchers,
fighteraircraftandseveralweaponssystems.
Recently, Bangladesh purchased twoMing
classsubmarines fromChina.
In thewakeof the Ladakh standoff, India

hasbecomemoresensitivetoChinesedefence
inroadsintoBangladesh.

HowhasIndiabeenengagingwith
BangladeshpostCAA?
Over the last five months, India and

Bangladeshhavecooperatedonpandemic-re-
latedmoves.HasinasupportedModi’scallfor
aregionalemergencyfundforfightingCovid-
19anddeclaredacontributionof$1.5million
inMarch2020.Indiahasalsoprovidedmedical
aidtoBangladesh.
Thetwocountrieshavealsocooperatedin

railways,with India giving10 locomotives to
Bangladesh. The first trial run for trans-ship-
ment of Indian cargo throughBangladesh to

Northeast states under a pact on the use of
ChittagongandMonglaportstookplaceinJuly.
However, in recentweeks, Pakistan PM

ImranKhan’scalltoHasinaraisedeyebrowsin
Delhi.While Islamabadportrayed itasacon-
versationonKashmir,Dhakasaiditwasabout
cooperatingtodealwithCovid-19.

HowhasIndiasoughttoaddressChina’s
latestmove?
During Shringla’s recentmeetingwith

Hasina,“security-relatedissuesofmutualin-
terest”werediscussed. Thevisit tried toad-
dress issues on areas that have emerged as
potential irritants in the relationship.
Bangladeshexpressed "deep concern” at

theriseinkillingsattheIndo-Bangladeshbor-
derby“BSForIndiannationals”duringthefirst
half of this year, and the Indian side assured
thattheBSFauthoritieshavebeensensitisedof
thematteranditwillbediscussedindetailat
theDG-level talks between Border Guards
Bangladesh andBSF to be hosted byDhaka
nextmonth.
Amongother issues:
■ The two sides agreed that

Implementationofprojectsshouldbedonein
atimelymanner,andthatgreaterattentionis
required to development projects in
BangladeshundertheIndianLinesofCredit.

■BangladeshsoughtreturnoftheTablighi
Jamaatmembersimpactedbythelockdownin
India, and also early release of the 25
Bangladeshi fishermen in custody inAssam.
India assured Bangladesh that its nationals
wouldbeabletoreturnsoon.

■Bangladeshrequestedforurgentreopen-
ing of visa issuance from the Indian High
CommissioninDhaka,particularlysincemany
Bangladeshipatientsneedtovisit India.

■Indiawasalsorequestedtoreopentravel
throughBenapole-Petrapole landportwhich
hasbeenhaltedby theWest Bengal govern-
mentinthewakeof thepandemic.

■BangladeshtoldShringlathat it isready
tocollaborate inthedevelopmentof aCovid-
19vaccine,includingitstrial,andlooksforward
to early, affordable availability of the vaccine
whenready.

Whatisthewayahead?
WhiletheTeestaproject is importantand

urgentfromIndia’spointofview,itwillbedif-
ficulttoaddressitbeforetheWestBengalelec-
tionsduenextyear.WhatDelhicandoistoad-
dress other issues of concern,which too are
challenging.
Now,thetestwillbeifIndiacanimplement

all itsassurancesinatime-boundmanner.
Or else, the latent anti-India sentiment in

Bangladesh—whichhas been revived after
India’sCAA-NRCpush—threatenstodamage
Dhaka-NewDelhities.

China twist in Teesta challenge
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWERCORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

C VID-19VACCINETRACKER

ADAYafterAustralianPrimeMinister
ScottMorrison announced a coron-
avirusvaccinedealwithpharmama-
jor AstraZeneca and said all
Australianswillgetthevaccinatedfor
free, he went on to suggest that he
would also like it to becomemanda-
tory for everyone in his
country.Withinhours,how-
ever, he backtracked and
clarifyhis statement.
“I would expect it to be

as mandatory as you can
possibly make,” Morrison
wasreportedashavingsaidinaradio
programme. “Weare talking about a
pandemic that has destroyed the
globaleconomyandtakenthelivesof
hundredsof thousandsallaroundthe
world, and over 430 Australians. So,
you know,we need themost exten-
sive and comprehensive response to

this to get Australia back to normal,”
thePrimeMinister said.
Butwithinhours,hehadclarified

in another radio programme that all
hemeant to say was that he would
like to “encourage” everyone to take
the coronavirus vaccine. “We can’t

hold someone down and
make themtake it,”hesaid.
In the United States,

Anthony Fauci, infectious
diseasespecialist,wasasked
thesamequestionaboutthe
possibility ofmaking a vac-

cinemandatory foreveryone,andhe
said he did not think it would be. “I
don’tthinkyouwilleverseemandat-
ing of a vaccine particularly for the
generalpublic. If someonerefusesthe
vaccine in the general public, then
there is nothing you can do about
that,”hesaid.

Australia PM hints vaccine
to be mandatory, backtracks

CANBREASTmilktrans-
mit Covid-19 from a
mother to her child? A
new study in JAMA sug-
gestsitdoesnothappen.
The study examined 64
samples of breast milk
collected by the
Mommy’sMilk Human
Milk Research
Biorepository from 18
womenacrosstheUSin-
fectedwithsevereSARS-
CoV-2. Although one sample tested
positive for viral RNA, subsequent
tests foundthat theviruswasunable
toreplicate, andthusunable tocause
infection in thebreastfed infant.
“Detection of viral RNAdoes not

equate to infection. It has to grow
and multiply in order to be infec-
tiousandwedidnot find that inany
of oursamples.Our findingssuggest

breast milk itself is not
likely a source of infec-
tion for the infant,”
ChristinaChambers, co-
principal investigatorof
thestudy,explained ina
statement from
University of California
San Diego School of
Medicine. She is direc-
tor of Mommy’s Milk
Human Milk Research
Biorepository.

The researchers also mimicked
conditions of the Holder pasteurisa-
tion process commonly used in hu-
man donor milk banks by adding
SARS-CoV-2 to breast milk samples
fromtwodifferentdonorswhowere
notinfected.Followingpasteurisation,
infectious viruswas not detected in
either sample.

Source:UCSanDiegoHealth
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Study suggests Covid-19 not
transmitted via breast milk
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THE GUJARAT government has initiated
planstoallowbuildings100mhighormore
in five cities: Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar,
Surat, Rajkot andVadodara. Thisweek, the
Urban Development and Urban Housing
Department issuedanotification incorpo-
ratinganewchapterintheComprehensive
GeneralDevelopmentControlRegulations
(CGDCR)-2017 and invited public sugges-
tionsandobjectionswithin60days.

Whatarethereasonsbehindthemove?
“The government does not intend to

changetheentireskylineinthesecities.The
main intent is to attract some iconic build-
ingsinthesecities.Wearenotincentivising
developersinanyway.However,wearesure

thismovewillhelpattractFDIinreal-estate,”
said Prakash Datta, Deputy Secretary and
OfficeronSpecialDuty inthedepartment.
JaxayShah,chairman,Confederationof

Real Estate Developers’ Associations of
India, alsobelieves thismove “pending for
the lasteightyears”will attract FDI.
Another reason citedbyofficials is that

urbanland isgettingscarceandthat“hori-
zontal development of cities needmore
land,whichisgettingexpensivebytheday”.

What is thecurrentheightrestriction?
The limitwas45mduring2001 (Kutch

earthquake)andthenraisedto70m(22-23
floors) in 2017. The new policy allows
builderstogoashightheywish,provideda
roadatleast30mwideadjoinstheplotand
theyhaveanairportno-objectioncertificate.
If a builder has a 2,500 sq.m. plot, the

maximumheight canbe150m. If the plot

is 3,500 sq. m, he or she can build to any
height. Skyscrapers can come up in zones
that have an FSI (Floor Space Index)more
than1.2. The changes permit a total FSI up
to5.4,buttheadditionalFSIover1.2willbe
chargeableat50%of the jantrivalue(ready
reckonerrates)ofthenon-agriculturalland.

Willthemovebringdownhousingcost?
Whilethegovernmenthassaidtallbuild-

ingswill help bringdown the cost of hous-
ing,builderssayconstructionwillbecostlier.
“Skyscrapersareusuallymeantforluxurious
residencesandcommercialstructures.Even
maintenancecostsarehigh,”saidShah,who
alsoheadsAhmedabad-basedconstruction
firmSavvyInfrastructurePvtLtd.
Ahmedabad-basedstructuralengineer

Vatsal Patel said the primary costs in con-
structingatallbuildingarefoundationand
labour. Thehigher the floors, themore the

cost.Forinstance,asthestructurerises,win-
dowswill need thicker and thicker glass.
Again,labourcostsincreaseaftereveryfifth
or sixth floorby5-7%.
Marketdemandiscrucial.“Inmostcities,

wherelandratesareveryhigh,skyscrapers
are in demand. Other factors like scenic
viewsandpollutionplayarole,”Patel said.

Howareearthquake-relatedconcerns
beingaddressed?
Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar are not

far fromtheCambayfault,andbuildings in
seismically active Kutch are not allowed
morethanonefloor.TheCGDCRmandates
thatproposedtallbuildingswillhavetofol-
lowtheNationalBuildingCodewhich lays
downdesignguidelinesforconstructionin
seismicallyactivezones.ASpecialTechnical
Committeewill be formedwithexperts in
structural engineering and soilmechanics

whowill examineeachprojectproposal.

Whatdoesabuilderneedtodo?
“Skyscraperswillrequireextraordinary

duediligenceas farasstructuralsafety, fire
services and third party assessments are
concerned.Sopermissionswilltakelonger
than conventional projects or buildings,”
said Shah. However, government officials
saidthenumberofpermissionswillremain
thesame.

Whatdoes it taketobuildatall
building?
TheBureauof IndianStandardshasspe-

cialclausesfortallstructures, includingde-
tails likewind load and earthquake resist-
ance. Foundation and structural
requirementstooarecrucial.Tallstructures
havetoconsiderthehorizontal load—how
it will behave in an earthquake and the

windload—andthestaticload,whichisthe
building’sownweightandoccupancyload.
FOUNDATION:Foundationscangobe-

tween30 ft and300 ft deepdepending on
soil conditions. “Ageotechnical consultant
isalwayscalledintoadvicethetypeoffoun-
dationthatisrelevantforthesoiltype.Once
thestructuralengineerhas thedataonthe
loadofthebuilding,theconsultantwillsug-
gest the foundation type,”Patel said.
STRUCTURE:Oncewind tunnel tests

arecleared,thestructuralframeworkisde-
cided.Tocombatwindload, thebuilding is
madeverticallystrongthroughsheerwalls.
Thesereinforcedcementconcretewallsgo
all theway from the foundation up to en-
surethebuildingholdsevenat250metres.
Many tall buildings in cities such as
Hyderabad and Bengaluru nowhave steel
ratherthanconcreteintheirsuperstructure,
whichmakesconstructionquicker.

WhyGujarat is allowing buildings 100m tall, andwhat it takes to build one

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that youwould like
explained, pleasewrite to explained@indianexpress.comE EXPLAINED

THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,AUGUST21,2020

INDIAACTIVECASES 686,395

WORLDTOTALCASES
22,486,892

Source:JohnsHopkinsUniversity,
updatedat11pmonAugust20

INDIATOTALCASES
2,836,925

Source:MinistryofHealth&Family
Welfare,updatedat11pmonAugust20

Aug10 Aug19

Note: TheAugust19 figure in this graph isbasedongovernmentupdateonAugust20

700000

600000

500000

LAST 10 DAYS

686,395

639,929

PRANAVMUKUL
&PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

IN JUST the last one week, India’s online
pharmacy market saw two significant
merger and acquisition deals — Reliance
Retailpickingupmajoritystake inChennai-
basede-pharmacyNetmeds,andPharmEasy
movingtomergewithsmallerrivalMedlife.
AndthelaunchofAmazon’sonlinedrugde-
liveryservices(TheIndianExpress,August20).

Is theactivityaresultofCovid-19?
While Covid-19 and the subsequent be-

havioural shift towards e-commercemay
have catalysed growth for online pharma-
cies, the sectorwas already poised to grow
sevenfold by 2023 to $2.7 billion. This was
mainlyonaccountof thechallengesfacedby
physicalpharmacies.Expertsbelievethate-
pharmacies will be able to solve the prob-
lems that traditional pharmacies couldn’t.
But for this, they need to have a large-scale
presence that calls for either huge invest-
mentsorconsolidation.

Howisthepharmacymarket in India
currentlyshaped?
Unlike in the US, where the top three

pharmadistributors have a 90% share in the
market, India’s is a fragmentedmarketwith
over8lakhpharmacies.Thisgivesonlinephar-
maciesanopportunity tocapture their space
without opposing large traditional retailers.
Currently, companies in the Indian e-phar-
macy spacemainly operate three business
models—marketplace, inventory-ledhybrid
(offline/online), and franchise-ledhybrid (of-
fline/online)—dependingonthewaythesup-
plychain is structured. Inaddition tocompa-
nies likeNetmeds,Medlife and PharmEasy,
otherplayers includeonlinehealthcarestart-
upssuchas1mg,Practo,Myraaswellastradi-
tionalchemistssuchasApolloPharmacy.

Whataretherulesgoverningthe
pharmacysector?
The government had floated draft regu-

lationsfore-pharmaciesbuttheseguidelines
neversawthelightofday.Thelackofproper
rules governing this spacehaskept large in-
vestmentsatbay. Ithasallowedtheexisting
playerstogrowandovercomethechallenges

facedby traditional retailers,whichaccount
foralmost85%ofthecountry’stotalpharma-
ceuticalsales.Forpharmaciesoverall, India’s
drug regulations require retailers to get a li-
cence to dispensemedicines from the state
inwhich they are being sold. Thismayhave
beena factor inAmazonrestricting itsphar-
macysales toBengalurufor thetimebeing.

Whatdidthedrafte-pharmacy
regulationspropose?
Considering that e-pharmacies currently

are not regulated, their operations are con-
stantlymetwithopposition frombrick-and-
mortarchemists.Intheabsenceofclearregu-
lations, online pharmacies are operating as
marketplacesandcateringtopatientsasaplat-
formfororderingmedicinesfromsellersthat
adhere to theDrugs andCosmetics Act and
RulesofIndia.Otherregulations,liketheITAct
and the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
SubstancesAct,alsoapply.
Work on regulations specifically for e-

pharmacieshasbeen inprogress forseveral
years now. Draft rules for e-pharmacies
soughttodefinetheonlinesaleofmedicines,
what an e-prescriptionmeans, and what

type of licences online firmswouldneed to
getfromregulatorstooperate.Thedrafthad
proposedtoallowe-pharmaciestogetacen-
tral licence to operate from the country’s
apexdrugregulator,whichcouldbeusedto
allowit tooperateacross thecountry.
It also proposed to define e-pharmacies

in away thatwould allow them to distrib-
ute, sell and stockmedicines. Theproposed
regulationspreventthemfromsellinghabit-
formingdrugslikecoughsyrupsspecifiedin
ScheduleXof the Indiandrugregulations.

What is thestatusof theregulation?
Regulations for online pharmacyplayers

havebeenintheworkssince2016butareyet
to comeout. The last attempt to clear these
regulationssawthedraft rulesbeingpushed
through two expert committees under the
CentralDrugsStandardControlOrganisation
—India’sapexdrugregulatorybody—inJune
2019. That iteration of the proposed regula-
tionssuggestedtheinclusionofprovisionsfor
uploadinge-prescriptions.
However,afewmonthslater, theregula-

tions ended upwith a high-level group of
ministers.

How India’s online pharmacymarket runs

WiththeIndia-Bangladeshwater-sharingdealstuck,DhakahasbeguntodiscussaChineseloantomanage
theriver.Wheredoesthis leaveNewDelhi,whoserelationshipwithDhakahasreceivedrecentsetbacks?

PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,BangladeshPMSheikhHasinaandWestBengal
CMMamataBanerjee inSantiniketan in2018. ShubhamDutta

New Delhi



12
THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,AUGUST21,2020

THEWORLD
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

CAMPAIGN TO STOP FOOD WASTE

CHINESEMILITARYTO INTRODUCEROBOTCOOKS
Chinese military plans to introduce robot cooks and high-efficiency energy-saving stoves to
reduce labour intensity even as it launched campaign to stop food waste and cultivate thrifty
habits in the military under the ‘clean plate’ campaign launched by President Xi Jinping

‘POISONING’ OF KREMLINCRITICS

SERGEISKRIPAL
AformerRussiandouble
agent,Skripal,66,andhis
daughterwere found
unconsciousoutsidea
shoppingcentre in
Salisbury inMarch2018.
UKofficials saidtheywere
poisonedbyNovichok—
nerveagentsdevelopedby
theSovietmilitary inthe
1970sand80s.

VLADIMIRKARA-MURZA
TheRussianopposition
activist claimedattempts
weremadetopoison
himin2015and2017.
AGermanlaboratory
foundelevated levelsof
mercury, copper, zincand
manganese inhim

ALEXANDERLITVINENKO
Theex-KGBagentand
Putincriticdiedaged43in
aLondonhotelafter
drinkingtea lacedwith
polonium-210,arare
radioactive isotope.Putin
probablyapprovedthe
killing,aBritish inquiry
concludedin2016.

VIKTORYUSHCHENKO
TheformerUkrainian
opposition leadersaidhe
waspoisonedduringthe
campaignfor the2004
election inwhichhestood
againstpro-MoscowPM
ViktorYanukovich.His
bodywasfoundtocontain
1,000timesmoredioxin
thannormal. REUTERS

NORTHKOREA

Kim’ssisteris
‘defactosecond
incommand’
Seoul:SouthKorea’s intel-
ligence agency believes
thatKimYoJong,thesister
ofNorthKoreanleaderKim
JongUn, is serving as his
“de facto second-in-com-
mand”buthasnotneces-
sarilybeendesignatedhis
successor, a SouthKorean
lawmaker said on
Thursday.Ha Tae-keung,
an oppositionparty law-
makeronparliament’s in-
telligencecommittee, told
reportersKimwashelping
to run the regime with
mandatedauthority from
her brother. “Thebottom
lineisthatKimJongUnstill
holdsabsolutepower, but
hasturnedoverabitmore
ofhisauthoritycompared
to thepast,”Hasaid. “Kim
YoJongisadefactosecond-
in-command,”Haadded.

KimJongUn

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

SOUTHKOREA

Covidinfections
seespikeafter
protestrally
Seoul:SouthKorea’scoro-
naviruscasesareback“in
fullswing”andspreading
nationwide after mem-
bersofachurchattended
apoliticaldemonstration,
authoritiessaidThursday,
threatening one of the
world’sCovid-19success
stories.TheKoreaCenters
for Disease Control and
Prevention (KCDC) re-
ported 288 new cases as
of midnight on
Wednesday, marking a
week of triple-digit daily
increases. “This is agrave
situation that could pos-
siblyleadtoanationwide
pandemic,” Vice Health
Minister Kim Gang-lip
toldabriefing.

SRILANKA

Abeywardena
appointedas
Speaker
Colombo:Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena, whowas
sacked for opposing the
Indo-LankaPeaceAccord
in 1987, has been ap-
pointedtheSpeakerofSri
Lanka's new parliament
which met for the first
timeonThursdayfollow-
ing the August 5 general
election. Attheinaugural
session of the 9th parlia-
ment, Foreign Minister
Dinesh Gunawardena
proposed Abeywardena
for the post. The resolu-
tionwassecondedbyop-
position MP Ranjith
Madduma Bandara.
Abeywardena, 75, was
congratulated by Prime
Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa and all other
legislators.

REUTERS&PTI
WASHINGTON,AUGUST20

US SENATORKamala Harris ac-
cepted theDemocraticnomina-
tion for vice president on
Wednesday, imploring
Americans to elect Joe Biden in
November and accusing
PresidentDonaldTrumpoffailed
leadershipthathadcostlivesand
livelihoodsduringapandemic.
Making history as the first

Black woman and Asian-
American on amajor US presi-
dential ticket, Harris said
Trump’sdivisive leadershiphad
brought the country to an “in-
flectionpoint”andmadeadirect
appeal to the party’s diverse
electoratewhose vote is crucial
todefeatTrumponNovember3.
“Theconstantchaosleavesus

adrift, the incompetencemakes
us feel afraid, the callousness
makesusfeelalone.It’salot,”the
California senator and former
prosecutorsaid,speakingfroman
events center in Biden’s home-
townofWilmington, Delaware,
thatwas largely empty because
of thecoronavirusoutbreak.
“Wemustelectapresident...

whowill bringall of us together
— Black, White, Latino, Asian,
Indigenous— to achieve the fu-
ture we collectively want. We
mustelect JoeBiden,” shesaid.
Harris’ nomination capped

the thirdnight of a convention
that has featured a crush of
women headliners, modera-
tors and speakers, showcasing
the growing power of women
in politics and in the
Democratic Party.
The speech byHarris served

as a reintroduction to the coun-
tryafterherunsuccessfulWhite
House bid. Harris outlined her
background as a child of immi-

grants from India and Jamaica
who as a district attorney, state
attorney general and now vice-
presidentialcandidateshattered
genderandracialbarrier.
She said she was able to

make history because of the
trailblazing efforts of women
before her who fought for the
right to vote. “That I am here
tonight is a testament to the
dedication of generations be-
foreme,” shesaid. “Theyorgan-
ized, marched, and fought —
not just for their vote, but for a
seat at the table.”
Harrisopenedherspeechby

remembering her latemother,
Shyamala Gopalan Harris,
lamentingthefactthatshecould
notbetheretoseeherdaughter's
achievement.
“Mymother taughtme that

service to others gives life pur-
poseandmeaning.Andoh,how
Iwishshewereheretonightbut
I know she's looking down on
mefromabove," shesaid.

GABRIELLE
TÉTRAULT-FARBER&
ANDREWOSBORN
MOSCOW,AUGUST20

RUSSIANOPPOSITIONpolitician
AlexeiNavalnywas inacoma in
a Siberianhospital on Thursday
after drinking a cup of tea that
his spokeswoman said she be-
lievedwas lacedwithpoison.
A fierce critic of President

Vladimir Putin, Navalny started
feeling ill when returning to
Moscow from Tomsk in Siberia
by plane onWednesdaymorn-
ing.Hewascarriedoff theplane
on a stretcher after it made an
emergency landingatOmsk.
Hewas in intensivecareand

onanartificial lungventilator in
an Omsk hospital, his spokes-
womanKiraYarmyshsaid.
“Weassume thatAlexeiwas

poisonedwithsomethingmixed
intohistea. Itwastheonlything
that he drank in the morning.
Alexi is now unconscious,”
Yarmyshsaid.
Doctors gave contradictory

informationabouthiscondition,
saying it had stabilised but also
thattherewasstillathreattohis
life and they were working to
savehim.
There is a long history of

Kremlin foes being poisoned or
fallingillaftersuspectedpoison-
ings.TheKremlinhasrepeatedly

deniedinvolvementinthoseand
other incidents, calling them
anti-Russianprovocations.
Yarmyshdidnotsaywhoshe

believed may have poisoned
Navalnybutsaidpolicehadbeen
called to thehospital.
A regional health ministry

spokeswoman, Tatyana
Shakirova, confirmed that
Navalnyhasbeenhospitalisedin
Omskandsaiddoctorsassessed
his conditionasserious.
“Doctors are doing every-

thing possible to stabilise his
condition,” she said. “The poi-
soning version is one of several
versions being considered. It’s
notpossiblenowtosaywhatthe
reasonwas.”
Navalny, a 44-year-old

lawyer and anti-corruption ac-
tivist, has servedmany stints in
jail for organising anti-Kremlin
protestsandhasbeenphysically
attackedinthestreetbypro-gov-
ernmentactivists.REUTERS

REUTERS&AP
HONGKONG,AUGUST20

THE HONG Kong government
on Thursday condemned the
UnitedStates’sdecision to sus-
pend bilateral extradition and
taxexemptiontreatieswiththe
semi-autonomousChinesecity,
saying it was being used as a
pawn in geopolitics.
OnWednesday, the US sus-

pended its extradition treaty
with Hong Kong, becoming the
latest country to do so after
Canada, Australia and Britain
suspended such agreements.
TheU.S. also suspended a bilat-
eralagreementwithHongKong
onthereciprocaltaxexemptions
on incomederived from the in-
ternationaloperationof ships.
“The US' unilateral decision

reflectsitsdisrespectforbilater-
alismandmultilateralismunder

the current administration and
shouldbecondemnedbythein-
ternational community,” the
statement said.
“The HKSAR Government

stronglyobjects toanddeplores
the US' action, which is widely
seenasamovetocreatetroubles
in China-US relationship, using
HongKongasapawn.”
The government said that

the bilateral agreements were
not preferential treatment
given to Hong Kong, but were
negotiated ingoodfaith toben-
efit both parties.
HongKongwill suspend an

agreement onmutual legal as-
sistancewith theUnitedStates,
China’s foreign ministry said.
“China urges the US to imme-
diately correct its mistakes,”
foreign ministry spokesman
Zhao Lijian said as he an-
nounced the suspension of an
agreement on legal assistance.

Theconstant chaos
leavesus adrift. The
incompetencemakes
us feel afraid. The
callousnessmakesus
feel alone.”

KAMALAHARRIS
SENATOR, V-PNOMINEE

Forclosetofouryearsnow
hehasshownnointerestin
puttinginthework...no
interestintreatingthe
presidencyasanything
butonemorerealityshow”

BARACKOBAMA
FORMERPRESIDENT

Remember:JoeandKamala
canwin3millionmorevotes
andstill lose...Weneed
numberssooverwhelming
Trumpcan'tsneakorsteal
hiswaytovictory”

HILLARYCLINTON
FORMERSECRETARYOFSTATE

STEPHANIESAUL
NEWYORK,AUGUST20

FORMER PRESIDENT Barack
Obamadeliveredanimpassioned
speech on Wednesday to the
DemocraticNationalConvention
insupportofhisparty’spresiden-
tial nominee, Joseph R Biden Jr,
praisinghimasamanof experi-
ence,character,empathyandre-
silience,andurgingthenationto
come together to oust President
Trump, sayingdemocracy’svery
existenceis injeopardy.
Calling the consequences of

Trump’s failures severe —
“170,000 Americans dead,mil-
lionsof jobsgone,ourworst im-
pulsesunleashed,ourproudrep-
utation around theworld badly

diminishedandourdemocratic
institutions threatened like
neverbefore”—Obamaissueda
call to action, imploring
Americans to get behind Biden
and his vice-presidential run-
ning mate, Senator Kamala
Harrisof California.
“What we do these next 76

dayswill echo through genera-
tionstocome,”Obamasaid,urg-
ingallAmericans tovote.
“Ididhope,forthesakeofour

country, that Donald Trump
mightshowsomeinterestintak-
ing the job seriously,” Obama
said.“Thathemightcometofeel
theweightof theoffice.Anddis-
cover some reverence for the
democracythathadbeenplaced
inhis care.Butheneverdid.”
“Donald Trump hasn’t

grown into the job because he
can’t,” he said.
Obama offered an unflinch-

ingcriticismofthepresident,ar-
guingemphatically that Trump
had abused his presidential
power. “No one, including the
president, is above the law,”
Obamasaid. NYT

Obama lashes out: Trump hasn’t
grown into the job because he can’t

ObamapraisedBidenasa
manofexperience,empathy

After suspected
poisoning, Putin
critic in coma

AlexeiNavalny

Hong Kong slams US
move to end 3 treaties

Hillary urges
large turnout
FORMER SECRETARY of
StateHillaryClintongavea
strong clarion call to
Americans to overwhelm-
inglyvoteinthe2020pres-
idential election to ensure
that Donald Trump “can't
sneak or steal his way to
victory”, warning that
Trump's re-election will
makethings“evenworse."
“I wish Donald Trump

had been a better presi-
dent. Because America
needs a better president
than this,” Clinton, who
lost the 2016 presidential
election to Trump, said in
her remarks on
Wednesday. PTI

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

DAY3OFVIRTUALDEMOCRATICNATIONALCONVENTION

‘We’re at an inflectionpoint’: Harris
acceptshistoricV-Pnomination

ALANFEUER&
WILLIAMKRASHBAUM
NEWYORK,AUGUST20

STEPHEN K Bannon, President
Trump’s formertopadviser,was
charged on Thursday in New
Yorkwith fraud for his role in a
schemerelatedto“WeBuildthe
Wall,” anonline fund-raisingef-
fortthatcollectedmorethan$25
millionforthepresident’smuch-
touted plan to erect a barrier on
theMexicanborder,officialssaid.
Bannon and three other de-

fendants “defrauded hundreds
of thousandsof donors, capital-
izingontheirinterestinfunding
aborderwall toraisemillionsof
dollars,underthefalsepretense
that all of thatmoneywould be
spent on construction,” Audrey
Strauss, theactingUnitedStates
attorney inManhattan, said ina
statementThursday.
Bannon was arrested early

Thursday in Connecticut by
UnitedStatespostal inspectors
and brought to Manhattan
where he faced charges in a
two-count indictment un-
sealed in federal district court.
Hewas expected to appear be-
fore a US magistrate judge in
NewYork later in the day.
According to federal author-

ities,Bannon,widelyconsidered
the architect of Trump’s 2016
presidential campaign,hatched
theplottodefrauddonorstothe

build-the-wall campaign with
three othermen: Brian Kolfage,
38, an Air Force veteran from
Miramar Beach, Fla.; Andrew
Badolato, 56, a financier from
Sarasota,Fla.;andTimothyShea,
49,of CastleRock,Colo.
As the founder of “We Build

theWall,” Kolfage promised his
donors that hewould “not take
a penny in salary or compensa-
tion” and that all of themoney
he raisedwouldbeused “in the
execution of our mission and
purpose,”prosecutors said.
But those promises were

false, prosecutors said. Instead,
they said, Kolfage secretly took
more than $350,000 in dona-
tions for his own personal use.
Bannon, through an unnamed
nonprofitorganisation,received
more than $1million from “We
BuildtheWall,”prosecutorssaid,
some of which he used pay off
hundredsofthousandsofdollars
inpersonal expenses.NYT

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON,AUGUST20

THE YOUNGER brother of the
Libyan-origin suicide bomber
whokilled22peopleinaterror-
ist attack on an Ariana Grande
concert in Manchester three
years ago,was jailed for at least
55yearsThursday.
Earlier this year, a jury took

less than five hours to find 23-
year-oldHashemAbedi “just as
guilty”ashisolderbrotherSalman
Abediof22countsofmurder,one
of attemptedmurder in relation
tothosewhosurvived,andoneof
conspiracytocauseanexplosion.
“Thiswasthelargestmurder

case in English legal history. The
prosecution case was that
Hashem effectively worked
hand-in-handwithhisbrotheras
thebomberplannedandcarried

outhisdeadlyattackonthatnight
inMay2017,”saidJennyHopkins,
Head of the Special Crime and
CounterTerrorismDivisionatthe
CrownProsecutionService(CPS).
“Hashemwillspendthenext

fivedecadesbehindbarswhere
he can't harm others. My
thoughts remainwith the fami-
lies of those who died and the
hundredsofsurvivors,”shesaid.
UK Prime Minister Boris

Johnson said the jailing of
Hashemforhisrole intheterror
attackwas"anopportunitytore-
flectonthe importanceof toler-
ance,communityandkindness".
Hashemwas given lifewith

55yearsminimumfor22counts
ofmurder,lifewith40yearsmin-
imumforattemptedmurderand
lifewith 35 yearsminimum for
conspiracytocauseanexplosion.
Theminimum sentences are to
beservedconcurrently. PTI

SHEERAFRENKEL
OAKLAND,AUGUST20

FACEBOOKSAIDonWednesday
that it had removed790QAnon
groups from its site andwas re-
stricting another 1,950 groups,
440pagesandmorethan10,000
Instagram accounts related to
the right-wing conspiracy the-
ory, inthesocialnetwork’smost
sweepingactionagainstthefast-
growingmovement.
Facebook’s takedown fol-

lowed record growth of QAnon
groupsonthesite,muchofitsince
thecoronaviruspandemicbegan
inMarch. Activityonsomeofthe
largestQAnongroupson the so-
cialnetwork,includinglikes,com-
ments and shares of posts, rose
200 to300percent in the last six

months, according todata gath-
eredbyTheNewYorkTimes.
“We have seen growing

movements that, while not di-
rectlyorganizingviolence, have
celebrated violent acts, shown
thattheyhaveweaponsandsug-

gest theywill use them,orhave
individual followers with pat-
terns of violent behavior,”
Facebook said in a statement,
adding that it would also block
QAnonhashtagssuchas#digita-
larmyand#thestorm.NYT

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BAMAKO,AUGUST20

ACOLONEL inMali's army says
he’s now in charge of theWest
Africancountry,declaringhimself
chairmanof thejuntathatforced
thedemocraticallyelectedbutun-
popularpresidenttoresign.
Colonel AssimiGoita, one of

the fivemilitaryofficerswhoan-
nouncedthisweek'scouponthe
statebroadcasterORTM,declared
himself chairman of the junta
nowinpower. “Bymakingthisin-
tervention(thecoup),wehaveput
Mali first,” Goita said in abroad-
castthatshowedhimmeetingtop
officialsofgovernmentministries

andurgingthemtoresumework.
“Maliisinasociopoliticaland

security crisis,”hesaid. “There is
no more room for mistakes.”
Across Africa and around the
world,leadershavestronglycon-
demnedthisweek’scoup,calling

for an immediate return to civil-
ian rule and the release of ex-
PresidentIbrahimBoubacarKeita
andprimeministerBoubouCisse.
The twowere detained by

mutinous soldiers on Tuesday
who surrounded thepresident's
private residence inBamakoand
fired shots into the air. Under
duress,Keitalaterannouncedhis
resignation on state television,
sayinghedidnotwantanyblood
tobeshedtokeephiminpower.
Analysts said therewere few

signsthatoppositionleaderswere
aware of the coup in advance,
though they stand to benefit
throughanopportunity to serve
in the transitional government
promisedbythejunta.

Bannon arrested, charged with
fraud in border wall campaign

SteveBannon

Brother of Manchester
Arena suicide bomber
imprisoned for 55 years
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Concernasconspiracytheorists
edgetowardsthemainstream

FORMEDABOUTfouryearsago,QAnon,onceseenashaving
afringepresence, isnowincreasinglycausingalarm.Itsbe-
lieverspropagatethefalsetheorythattheworld is runbya
groupof Satan-worshiping, sex-traffickingpedophiles
whoareplottingagainstTrump,asperanNYT report.Now,
however, ithasgonebeyondsocialmediawithseveral
supportersevenrunning forCongressandwinningpri-
maries. Thishascaused furtherconcern,withsomefearing
themovementcould lead todomesticextremism.

Facebook removes 790 QAnon conspiracy groups

Washington:PresidentTrumpon
Wednesday offered encourage-
menttoproponentsofQAnon,a
viral conspiracy theory that has
gained awidespread following
among peoplewho believe the
president is secretly battling a
criminal band of sex traffickers,
and suggested that its propo-
nents were patriots upset with
unrest inDemocratic cities.
“I’ve heard these are people

that love our country,” Trump
saidduringaWhiteHousenews
conference. “So Idon’tknowre-
allyanythingaboutitotherthan
theydosupposedly likeme.”
When told by a reporter

aboutthecentralpremiseof the
QAnon theory — a belief that
Trump is saving theworld from
a satanic cult made up of pe-
dophiles and cannibals con-
nected to Democratic Party fig-
ures,so-calleddeep-stateactors
and Hollywood celebrities —
Trump did not question the va-
lidity of the movement or the
truthof thoseclaims.
Instead,heofferedhishelp.
“Is thatsupposedtobeabad

thingoragoodthing?”thepres-
ident said. “If I canhelpsave the
worldfromproblems, Iamwill-
ingtodoit. I’mwillingtoputmy-
self out there.”NYT

QAnon followers love our
country: Trump offers help

Security forcesdrive
thorughBamako.AP

Mali army colonel Goita declares
himself in charge of country

AP

New Delhi
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Nashik Municipal Smart City Development
Corporation Ltd. (NMSCDCL)
CIN : U93090MH2016SGC285193
E-mail : cws@nashiksmartcity.in. Tel No.: 0253-2518833
Tender Publishing Notice Advertisement

E-Tender No.39
NMSCDCL is publishing tender "Engineering, Procurement

and Construction of three ESRs, One GSR sumps, Pump
House (Part A) and Construction and Commissioning of

Transmission Network (Part B) and Surrounding area
under the Nashik Smart City Mission, Nashik".

Tender publishing date is 19.08.2020 03.00 PM.
Last date of submission of tender 05.10.2020 03.00 PM.
The detailed notice inviting tender will be available on
www.mahatenders.gov.in.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer

NMSCDCL

Municipal Corporation, Prayagraj (U.P.)
Tender Notice for 10 MTPD Biogas Plant

The Municipal Corporation Prayagraj invites dual bid system tender on behalf
Municipal Commissioner, Prayagraj for Design, construction, commissioning with
05 year comprehensive operation and maintenance of 10 MTPD Biomethanation
base Electricity Generation Plant from Authorised registered Manufacturer/dealer
of “Bhabha Atomic Research center (BARC) Nisarguna Technology”. The Tender
Tentative schedule and important date is as follows:-

Note:-
1- Tender Fee should be submitted on UCO Bank, Branch-Nagar Nigam Prayagraj,

A/c Name- E-Tendering Security Deposit A/c No.- 06940110006498, IFSC Code-
UCBA0000694.

2- EMD Fees should be uploaded in the form of CDR/FDR pledged in favour of
Chief Engineer, Civil Nagar Nigam Prayagraj.

3- All detailes including terms & conditions are uploaded in e-tender website
etender.up.nic.in.

4- Municipal Commissioner has all rights to accept/reject the tender without
assigning reason.

1. Uploading date and time of the tender 25.08.2020 2.00 P.M.
2. Website details etender.up.nic.in
3. Pre-bid query submission date 31.08.2020 5.00 P.M.

4.
Contact No. and Name of person for any
query

Exe. Engineer 8303701009
Junior Engineer 6393364162

5. Email address puru.124@gmail.com
snpandey.je@gmail.com

6. Last date of tender submission 16.09.2020 2.00 P.M.
7. Opening date and time of technical bid 16.09.2020 4.00 P.M.
8. Opening date and time of financial bid Shall be informed

9. Tender Fee
Rs. 5000.00 + 250.00
(5%GST) = 5250.00

10. Earnest Money Deposited 2,00,000.00 (Two lacs only)

Sd/-
Chief Engineer

Nagar Nigam Prayagraj

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (E&M)
Nagar Nigam Prayagraj.

Sl.
No.

Tender No. &
Date Name of Work

Cost
of
Work

EMD download
period

Last date of
Submission

upto
15:00 HrsFrom-To

DNM/ES/
KIOM/ H&-

Misc-JC/2020-14/
OTE

Date: 21/08/2020

“Assistance works in
attending Housekeeping and
other Miscellaneous works of
Electrical Services at KIOM on
Job Contract basis for a period
of one year (300 days)”

14.91
Lakhs 15,000/-

21/08/2020
To

21/09/2020
22/09/2020

2
DNM/Comml/RJNP
/Contract/2020/1
Date: 21/08/2020

“Wagon sick box identification
& Door closing for empty rakes
at RNJP station for loading of
DIOM/KIOMmaterial for the

period one year on job contract
basis”

27.50
Lakhs 27,503/-

21/08/2020
To

21/09/2020
21/09/2020

DNM/PPT/O&M /
PP&MRSS/2020
Date: 21/08/2020

“Operation & Maintenance
works of Pelletisation

Plant and MRSS at 1.2 MTPA
Pellet Plant, Donimalai on job

contract basis”

909.87
Lakhs 9,10,000/-

22/08/2020
To

22/09/2020
22/09/2020

4
DNM/Geol/QC/JC/
2020-21/(01)

Date: 24/08/2020

“Miscellaneous work in Quality
Control Operation at following
Locations of Geology & Quality

Control Department
(a) Loading Plant
(b) Screening Plant

(c) Geo & QC Lab, as per
suggested location by site-in-
charge for a period of one year

on job contract basis”

43.31
Lakhs 43,300/-

24/08/2020
To

23/09/2020
23/09/2020

5
CE/W/7(262)/

2020
Date: 19/08/2020

“Providing Furniture, Fixtures
and Art Objects to Newly
Constructed Guest House at
Donimalai Township”

53.77
Lakhs 53,800/-

24/08/2020
To

23/09/2020
23/09/2020

6
DNM/SM/
Tatabuses/
2020-21/02

Date: 21/08/2020

“Repair and Maintenance of 08
numbers TATA Bus”

67.97
Lakhs

21/08/2020
To

21/09/2020
21/09/202021/09/2020

21/09/2020
To

21/08/2020
68,000/-Lakhs

67.97
2020-21/02

DNM/SM/
6

23/09/2020
23/09/2020

To
24/08/2020

53,800/-Lakhs
53.772020

CE/W/7(262)/
5

23/09/2020
23/09/2020

To
24/08/2020

43,300/-Lakhs
43.31

“Miscellaneous work in Quality

2020-21/(01)
DNM/Geol/QC/JC/

4

22/09/2020
22/09/2020

To
22/08/2020

9,10,000/-Lakhs
909.87works of Pelletisation

PP&MRSS/2020
DNM/PPT/O&M /

3

21/09/2020
21/09/2020

To
21/08/2020

27,503/-Lakhs
27.50

basis”

DIOM/KIOMmaterial for the
at RNJP station for loading of/Contract/2020/12

22/09/2020
21/09/2020

To
21/08/2020

15,000/-Lakhs
14.91

OTE
Misc-JC/2020-14/

DNM/ES/

1

From-To 15:00 Hrs

Submission
Last date of

period
download
Sale /

(₹)
EMD

(₹)
Work
of
Cost

Name of WorkDate
Tender No. &

No.
Sl.

MINUTESOFRBIMONETARYPOLICYCOMMITTEEMEET

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,AUGUST20

MEMBERSoftheMonetaryPolicyComm-
ittee(MPC)oftheRBI,whichcompletedits
four-yearterm,haveexpresseddisappoint-
ment over the elevated inflation saying it
is “undermining theMPC’s actions” to re-
vive growth andmitigate the impact of
COVID-19 on the economywhich is ex-
pectedtorecord its “deepestcontraction”
inhistory.
“I have been advocating amore cau-

tiouspath forpolicy rate reductions since
February 2019.However, I have been in a
minority in theMPC. Inflation has now
been above the upper band of 6 per cent
for a number ofmonths,”MPCMember
ChetanGhatesaidinhisnote,accordingto
theminutes of theMPCmeeting held on
August6.Notwithstanding largeratecuts
tospurgrowthoverthelastyearandahalf,
growthhas steadily declineddespite 250
basis points (bps) in cuts since February
2019. “FutureMPCs shouldnot go soft on
inflation,”Ghatesaidinhispartingshot.
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Deputy

GovernorandMPCMemberMichaelPatra
said, “Disappointingly, inflation surprises
of recentmonths are undermining the

MPC’sactionsandstymieingitsresolveto
dowhatittakestorevivegrowthandmit-
igatetheimpactofCOVID-19ontheecon-
omy.”TheMPCkeptreporateat4percent
inAugust.
MPCMember RavindraDholakia said

although the present circumstances are
truly exceptional, the primarymandate
giventoMPCforinflationtargetingat4per
centwiththeuppertolerancelimitof6per
centhastoberespected.Althoughthereis
headroomforfurthermonetarypolicyac-
tion,atthisjunctureitisimportanttokeep
our arsenal dry anduse it judiciously, RBI
Governor ShaktikantaDas. AnewMPC is
likelytobeconstitutedbeforethenextpol-
icyreviewonOctober1.

INFLATIONBEINGabovethetarget
rangehas thwartedtheMPC’sac-
tionstorevivegrowthandcheck
thepandemic’s impact.Forthe
newMPC,inflationtargeting
wouldbetheprimaryfocus.

Challengefor
newMPCwillbe
totargetinflationE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Elevated inflation ‘undermining
MPC’s actions’ to revive growth

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

RELAXING THE eligibility crite-
ria to avail the unemployment
allowanceundertheEmployees’
State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC), the Centre announced
thatworkers can directly claim
50per cent of the averagewage
as against 25 per cent earlier,
payableupto90daysof jobless-
ness, for their loss of employ-
ment between March 24 and
December31 in thewakeof the
COVID-19pandemic.
The benefits would be

payable30daysafterunemploy-
ment as against 90 days earlier,
ESIC said in a release after a
meeting chaired by Labour and
EmploymentMinister Santosh
KumarGangwaronThursday.
TheAtalBimitVyaktiKalyan

Yojana,whichisrunbyESICand
providesfortheunemployment
allowance,hasbeenextendedby
onemore year to June 30, 2021,
the release said, adding that the
schemewill be available with
original eligibility conditions
during January 1, 2021 to June
30,2021.
The ESIC has also provided

for direct submission of claims
bytheworkercoveredunderthe
scheme(insuredperson)instead
of itbeing forwardedbythe last

employer. “... the payment shall
bemadedirectly inthebankac-
countof insuredperson,”there-
lease said.
The Insured Person should

havebeen in insurable employ-
mentforaminimumperiodof2
years before his/her employ-
ment and should have con-
tributednot less than78days in

the contribution period imme-
diatelypreceding tounemploy-
ment.
Several industry groups had

earlier petitioned the govern-
menttotapintoitsreservefunds
ofESICofoverRs73,000croreto
help part-pay salaries for the
workersaffectedduetothelock-
down post the COVID-19 pan-
demic but the government had
stated that it is not in favour of
using the ESIC corpus for wage
payments and that it already
providesforemployeestowith-
drawabasicsustenanceamount
from their corpus upon losing
their jobs. The government has
nowrelaxedtheeligibilitycrite-
ria for thesame.
ESIActappliestoall factories

and notified establishments lo-
catedinimplementedareasem-
ploying10ormorepersonsand
is applicable on employees
drawingwages up to Rs 21,000
per month (Rs 25,000 for per-
sons with disabilities). In July
2019. The contribution rate un-
dertheESIActwasreducedfrom
6.5 per cent to 4 per cent(em-
ployers’ contribution from4.75
percentto3.25percentandem-
ployees’ contribution from1.75
percentto0.75percent). Itcov-
ers about 3.49 crore of family
units of workers and provides
cash benefits andmedical facil-
itiesto13.56crorebeneficiaries.

BRIEFLY
Goldplungesby
`1,492/10g
NewDelhi:GoldinDelhifell
Rs1,492toRs52,819per10g,
while silver fell Rs 1,476 to
Rs67,924perkgThursday.

Gmailback
afterdisruption
NewDelhi:Gmail service,
whichfacedanoutage,was
restored,saidGoogle. PTI

CCInodto
Siemensdeal
NewDelhi:TheCompetition
Commission of India (CCI)
gaveSiemensLtdnodtobuy
99percentinC&SElectric.

LGElectronics
todonate`1cr
NewDelhi: LG Electronics
will donate Rs 1 crore to
ArmedForcesFlagDayFund
under‘KarSalaam’. ENS

PAYABLEUPTO90DAYSOFUNEMPLOYMENT

❸ KEYPOINTS

1Thebenefitswouldbepayable30daysafter
unemploymentasagainst
90daysearlier,ESICsaid
inareleaseaftera
meetingchairedby
LabourandEmployment
MinisterSantoshKumar
GangwaronThursday

2TheAtalBimitVyaktiKalyanYojana, runby
ESICandprovides for the
unemployment
allowance,hasbeen
extendedbyayearto June
30,2021,areleasesaid

3Theschemewillbeavailablewithoriginal
eligibilityconditions
duringJanuary1,2021to
June30,2021, itadded

Unemployment allowance eligibility
criteria under ESIC relaxed, workers
can claim 50% of average wage

COVID impact: ‘`6K cr net loss likely for CV makers’
Commercial vehicle (CV)manufacturers are expected to incur amassive net loss of
around Rs 6,000 crore this fiscal, ratings agency Crisil said

31,636:CVsales
in April-June period of FY21

85%:Year-on-year decline in
sales volume inApril-June
period of FY2, as India
remained in the
coronavirus-driven lockdown

Why this is important: The
pandemic impact
notwithstanding, two
consecutive years of high
de-growth are likely to result
in CV volume reaching its
lowest point in 10 years

Source: Crisil/PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

NETNEWenrolmentsunderthe
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation(EPFO)stoodat6.55
lakhinJune,thesamelevelasthe
averagemonthly enrolment last
year. On amonthly basis, how-
ever, it registered an increase
from 1.72 lakh inMay, data re-
leasedbyEPFOshowedThursday.
Newsubscribersoftheretire-

mentfundbodyincreasedto4.98
lakh in June from 3.03 lakh in
May,theLabourMinistrysaidina
statement.
TheEPFOdata,whichisseen

as an indicator for formal em-
ployment, is, however, in diver-
gence with the employment
data released by Centre for
MonitoringIndianEconomy
(CMIE), as per which 1.89
crore salaried jobswere lost

duringApril-July.
The Ministry said the sub-

scriberbaseincreaseby8.47lakh
duringthefirstquarter,withJune
seeingapick-upinenrolmentsaf-
ter the COVID-19 pandemic ad-
versely affected the enrolments
inApril-May.
Thenetnewenrolmentswith

EPFOhaddroppedto5.72lakhin
March 2020 from10.21 lakh in
February, as per thepayroll data
releasedinMay.
Latest data released on

Thursday showed that net new
enrolments in April were just
20,164. Thenet newenrolments
with the EPFO hover around 7
lakheverymonthonanaverage.
During2019-20, thenumber

of net new subscribers rose to
78.58 lakh as compared to 61.12
lakhintheprecedingfiscal,asper

thedata.
Thenumberofmemberswho

exited and then rejoined, indi-
cates switching of jobs by sub-
scribers within the establish-
mentscoveredbyEPFO.Thishas
also increasedbyapproximately
44percentforthemonthofJune
overMay 2020,withmore sub-
scriberschoosingtoretainmem-
bership by transferring funds
ratherthanoptingforfinalsettle-
ment, itsaid.
Category wise, net enrol-

ment in ‘expert services’ cate-
gory, consisting of manpower
agencies, private security agen-
cies and small contractors and
having a share of about 45 per
cent during 2019-20, stood at
3.45lakhinJune,slightlyhigher
from themonthly average of 3
lakh in2019-20.

EPFO net new enrolments at 6.55 lakh
in June, same as monthly avg of last yr

PRANAVMUKUL
&LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

ADAY after the Union Cabinet
cleared leasing out of three air-
ports — Thiruvananthapuram,
Jaipur andGuwahati— toAdani
Enterprises,apoliticalslugfesthas
started over the privatisation of
theThiruvananthapuramairport.
KeralaChiefMinister(CM)Pinar-
ayiVijayanwrote toPrimeMini-
ster (PM)NarendraModi, saying
the“unilateraldecision”takenby
theCentrewasagainstthewishes
of thepeopleof thestate.
Lastyear,thegovernmenthad

invitedbids fromprivateplayers
to operate these airports for 50
yearsonapublic-privatepartner-
ship (PPP) basis. The Airports
Authority of India (AAI), which
currentlymanagestheseairports,
inFebruary2019,announcedthe
bids received fromnine compa-
niesforprivatisationofsixairports
including Lucknow,Mangaluru
and Ahmedabad. Adani
Enterprisesoutbidothercompa-
niesforallsixof theseairports.
OnThursday,Kerala’sFinance

MinisterThomasIsaacsaidKerala
government’sclaimtomanaging
the airportwas rejectedevenaf-
ter it offered to match Adani
Enterprises’bid.AsperAAI,forthe

Thiruvananthapuramairport, it
received aper-passenger fee bid
ofRs168fromAdani,whileKerala
StateIndustrialDevelopmentCor-
porationLtd(KSIDC)bidRs135.
TheKerala government’s re-

quest tode-link theThiruvanan-
thapuramairport dates back to
November 2018— shortly after
theCentre’sin-principleapproval
forprivatisingthesixairports,sen-
iorMinistryofficialssaid.Inarep-
resentationmade to theCentre,
the Keralagovernmenthadcited
itsexperience indevelopmentof
greenfield airports at Kochi and
Kannur, inadditiontothecontri-
bution in formof landparcels at
Thiruvananthapuramairport,and
requestedacommitteefordevel-
opmentandoperationof theair-
portthroughaspecialpurposeve-
hiclewiththeKeralagovernment
aschiefpromoter,oneofficialsaid.

Followingthis,anEmpowered
Groupof Secretarieswas consti-
tuted and theMinistry of Civil
AviationrequestedtheKeralagov-
ernment tomakeapresentation
before the panel. Thereafter,
Keralasuggestedeithertransferof
the airport to itself for operation
andmanagementby formingan
SPV, or offer the right of first re-
fusal (RoFR) to the SPVof Kerala
governmentinabiddingprocess.
The secretaries’ panel then

recommendedoffering the state
governmentSPVtheRoFRasone
of theoptions, provided that the
SPVs bid fellwithin the range of
10percentof thehighestbid.An
AAIofficial said:“Sincethequote
of KSIDCwas19.64per cent less
than thehighest quote of Adani,
GovernmentofKeralawasunable
tobenefitofRoFR”.
“We hope that the Prime

Minister and the central govern-
mentunderstandtheKeralapeo-
ple’sresentmentagainsthanding
theThiruvananthapuramairport
toaprivatefirm. Thisairportwas
builtanddevelopedwiththecon-
tributionsmadebythestategov-
ernment and thepeople.Wedo
feel that the PrimeMinister re-
alises the importanceof appreci-
atingthestandtakenbythestate
governmentandthemajorpolit-
icalpartiesinthestate.Keralagov-
ernmenthas got theexpertise in
runningtheairports—bothKochi
andKannurinternationalairports
aretestimoniestoit,”Vijayantold
TheIndianExpress.
InhislettertothePM,Vijayan

wrote: “In my letter dated
10.06.2020, the request to hand
overmanagementandoperation
of the Trivandrum International
Airport to the SPV inwhich the
State Government is themajor
stakeholderwas reiterated. This
hasnotbeenconsideredand the
present decisionhas comeeven
whilethelitigationinthisregardis
pendingbeforetheHon’bleHigh
CourtofKeralaasperthedirection
of theHon’bleSupremeCourt”.
The AAI official cited above

said during the presentation
made to the EmpoweredGroup
of Secretaries, the then Chief
SecretaryofKeralamentionedthe
lettersgivenbycivilaviationmin-

istryin2003,inwhichit“assured
thestategovernmentwillbecon-
sultedas andwhenadecision to
inductprivatesectoristaken.”
Respondingtotheallegations

by the state government, Civil
AviationMinisterHardeepSingh
Purisaidinatweet:“Parallelnar-
rativescanbenomatchforfacts.A
campaign has been launched
against the decision to privatise
theThiruvananthapuramairport
…WinningbidquotedRs168per
passenger, KSIDC quotedRs135
per passenger& thirdqualifying
bidderwasatRs63perpassenger.
Thus,despitespecialprovisionof
RoFR being given to GoK, they
couldnotqualify in international
bidding process carried out in a
transparentmanner.Theysubse-
quently approached theHon’ble
Kerala High Court & Hon’ble
SupremeCourt.Allthesefactsare
availableinthepublicdomain”.
Meanwhile, Congress MP

from Thiruvananthapuram
ShashiTharoorbackedtheCentre.
InatweetThursday,hesaid:“GoK
(Governmentof Kerala) chose to
participate in the bidding,under
rulestheyagreed,&afterlosingin
thefairprocess,startedquestion-
ing the very game they had
chosen to play. What really
mattersistheinterestsofthetrav-
ellers of Thiruvananthapuram,
notthegovt’s”.

UNIONCABINETHASCLEAREDLEASINGOUTTHIRUVANANTHAPURAMAIRPORTTOADANIENTERPRISES

Dream11 set for next
funding round, Tencent’s
share to come down

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST20

DREAM11,afantasygamingplat-
formthathasacquiredleadspon-
sorshipofthe2020IndianPremier
League (IPL), is in advanced talks
with at least four private equity
firmstoclosea$235-milliondeal,
saidsourcesfamiliarwiththede-
velopment.
Thisdealconsistsofa$35-mil-

lion primary fund raising and a
$200-million secondary sale of
shares,which could seeChinese
firmTencentholdingsLtd’sshare-
holdingcomedowntosingledig-
its,saidsources.Currently,Tencent
holdsabout10.9percentsharesin
theholdingcompanyofDream11
Fantasy Pvt Ltd, nowknown as
SportaTechnologiesPvt Ltd, said
sources.HarshJain, thepromoter
of thegamingplatform,will con-
tinue to remain the single largest
shareholder,sourcessaid.
The deal is likely to see

Dream11’s valuation increase to
$2.5billionfrom$1.1billioninApril
2019, when US hedge fund
Steadviewboughtstakesfromthe
early investors of Dream11. The
dealislikelytobeannouncedsoon,
sourcessaid.
Theprivate equity firms that

are evaluating buying a stake in
Dream11 include TPG Capital,

Tiger GlobalManagement and
FootpathVenturesamongothers,
saidsources.Emails sent to these
firmsdidnotelicitanyresponse.
Earlier thisweek, Dream11

wasnamedasthetitlesponsorof
the2020IPLwiththesponsorship
amountof Rs222crore after the
tournament’s original title spon-
sor, Vivo, a Chinese smartphone
manufacturer,suspendedthecon-
tractforthisyearfollowingapub-
licbacklashagainstChinesecom-
panies amid the ongoing
Sino-Indianborderdispute.
Thedurationof the sponsor-

ship with Dream 11 is until
December31.
According to the2019annual

reportofDream11,thelatestavail-
ablereport,thegamingfirm’srev-
enuefromoperationsincreasedto
Rs775crore fromRs224crore in
financial year 2018. Its losses
widened toRs131crore fromRs
65croreayearago.
The company, which was

founded12yearsagobyHarshJain
and Bhavit Sheth, runs fantasy
sporting leagues across cricket,
football,baseballandbasketball.
Asof2020,itclaimstohave80

million-plususers.In2018,signed
MSDhoniasabrandambassador
and the following year signed
deals with the International
CricketCouncil(ICC)andIPLtorun
theirofficialfantasyleagues.

Harsh Jain toremain largest stakeholder,
valuationcouldgoupto$2.5billion

Govt plans further stake
sale in IRCTC this fiscal
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

THEGOVERNMENTisplanningto
sell part of its stake in Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism
Corp (IRCTC) in thecurrent fiscal,
and has invited bids frommer-
chant bankers formanaging the
saleprocess.

“TheGoIintendstodisinvesta
part of thepaidupequity capital
of IRCTCout of its shareholding
through ‘Offer for Sale (OFS)
methodof shares bypromoters
through the stock exchanges’ as
per Sebi Rules andRegulations,”
theDepartment of Investment
and Public AssetManagement
saidwhile inviting Request for
Proposal(RFP).

Google launches job search app in India
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, AUGUST20

GOOGLE HAS announced the
India launch of its Kormo Jobs
apptohelpentry-leveljobseek-
ers find and apply for positions.
Thetechgiant,whichintroduced
‘Jobs’ last year in India aspart of
GooglePay to connect job seek-
erswithopportunities in indus-

trieslikeon-demandbusinesses,
retailandhospitality,saidtheof-
fering will be rebranded to
‘KormoJobs’.
While announcing the lim-

itedlaunchlastyear,Googlesaid
it has partnered 25 companies
including Dunzo, Zomato,
Swiggy, 24Seven, Ritu Kumar
and FabHotels, which have
postedlistingsforpositionssuch
as delivery partners, security

guards, customer support part-
ners, field sales andmarketing
executives, etc. In a statement
Thursday,Google India said: “In
India, employers like Zomato
and Dunzo have found Jobs
matching algorithmeffective in
finding candidateswith the re-
quiredskills, experienceand lo-
cation preferences, with over 2
million verified jobs posted on
theplatform”.

Thiruvananthapuram:Anall-
partymeetingheldThursday
wanted theCentre to revoke
its decision tohandover the
managementof theThiruva-
nanthapuramairporttoAdani
Group.All parties, exceptBJP,
wantedtheairportberetained
inthepublicsector.

Reflecting themeeting’s
views,ChiefMinisterPinarayi
Vijayansentanother letter to
PMNarendraModi, saying:
“The overwhelming viewof
the all-partymeeting is that
the operation andmanage-
mentof theairportshouldbe
vestedwiththestate.’’ENS

All-party meet backs CM, BJP stays out

AfterKerala red flagsairport privatisation
plan,Puri saysstatebid failed toqualify

New Delhi
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Purvanchal Vidyut
Vitran Nigam Limited,
Vidyut Nagar, P.O.- DLW,

Varanasi - 221004 E-Short Term
Tender Notice E-short term
tender are invited for the following
material. The tender will be
accepted up to at 15.00 hrs.
Please visit our website
www.etender.up.nic.in for
details/ download and for any
other corrections/ amendments/
modifications/ extensions till the
date of submission of bids. SI.
No.: 1., Tender Specification
No.: EAV-17/2020-21, Name of
Material: AB Cable (3x95 +
1x70+1x16) Sq. mm. , Qty.: 120
Km. Earnest Money (Rs.):
3,26,000.00, Tender Fee (Rs.).:
5000.00 + GST @ 18%, Last date
& Time for online submission of
tender document: 08.09.2020
15.00 Hrs., Last date & Time for
opening of tender part-I:
09.09.2020 15.00 Hrs. Sd/-
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
(MM-I) “SAVE ELECTRICITY IN
THE INTEREST OF THE
NATION” ´fÂffaI 2281/ dQ³ffaI 20.08.2020

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, B&R Division, HPPWD Nahan, District Sirmaur, H.P. on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the item rates
bids, in electronic tendering system from the eligible class of Contractors registered with HPPWD for the works detailed in the table.

Starting Date for Downloading Bid:- 01.09.2020
Deadline for Submission of Bid:- 22.09.2020 up to 10:00 AM

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in.
Executive Engineer

HPPWD (B&R) Division Nahan
Tel/Fax: 01702-222260 E-mail: ee-nah-hp@nic.in

On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh2353/HP

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Earnest
No. Cost (Rs.) Money (Rs.)

1 2 3 4

1 1,86,47,000/- 3,73,000/-
only only

2 19,41,448/- 37,000/-
only only

C/o 30.00 meter Span Bridge over Pathrala Ka Khala and Khari Ka Nala on Khajurna-Bikram Bagh-
Suketi-Kala Amb Road at RD 2/975 on Lump Sum Basis

Repair of Female Wards in Dr. Y. S. Parmar Govt. Medical College at Nahan (SH:- Providing
Miscellaneous Repair Works etc.)

BARAMATI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, BARAMATI
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

e-Tender Notice No. 10/2020-21 (Online)
Parent Portal : http://mahatender.gov.in

BNP/WS-17/408/2020-21 Dated 19/08/2020
The Chief Officer, Baramati Municipal Council, Baramati invites e-Tender (Online) for work
mentioned below, on percentage rate basis, in form B-1, form the registered contractors from PWD,
MJP in appropriate class or who are experienced in similar type of work and having bidding capacity
and from those who can fulfill the qualification conditions. The detail tender notice and qualification
conditions are available on http://mahatender.gov.in, which can be downloaded free of cost.

e-Tender Notice of above work is available on NIC's website: http://mahatenders.gov.in
(Sd/- & Seal) - Chief Officer

Baramati Municipal Council

e-
Tender
Work
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost of
Work

Earnest
Money

Time
Limit

Cost of
e-Tender

Document
(non re-

fundable)

Class of
Regis-
-tration

1. Proposed Construction of Storm
Water Drainage Lines at Various
Places (Part-I) for Baramati
Municipal Council, Baramati,
Dist. Pune (Second Call)

9,19,01,593/- 9,19,01
6/-

12
Months

(including
mansoon)

10,000/- As
mentioned

above

S.No. Stage Start Date Hrs. End Date Hrs.
1. Publication of Tender 24/08/2020 ---- ---- ----
2. Document Download 24/08/2020 11:00 08/09/2020 15:00
3. Prebid Meeting 28/08/2020 11:00 ---- ----
4. Bid Submission 24/08/2020 11:00 08/09/2020 15:00
5. Submission of Earnest Money Deposit

Challan & Hard Copy of Documents
It is Mandatory to submit the Hard Copy of Documents
within 72 hours from the time of submission of the Bid

6. Opening of Technical Envelope 14/09/2020 11:00 ---- ----
7. Opening of Commercial Envelope 17/09/2020 11:00 ---- ----

KOTA BUS SERVICES LIMITED
Nagar Nigam, Kota, New Administrative Building Rajeev Gandhi Bhawan,

Dushera Maidan, Kishor Pura, KOTA, RJ -324009
E-mail: nnkota@gmail.com, CIN: U60210RJ2015SGC047372

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Notice Inviting Tenders for Selection of Bus Operators for KBSL Buses

No. KBSL/2020/1296-1320 Date : 19/08/2020

Tender Notification No:1
KOTA BUS SERVICES LIMITED (KBSL) invites sealed tenders in the form of technical bid and financial bid
from reputed and established individual operators, corporate entities, companies, registered partnership
firms, proprietary firms and limited liability partnerships, JV’s (lead Partner + 1) for operation and
maintenance of 34 Buses (Diesel driven) to be operated on Urban routes of Kota City for a period of 3 (Three)
years and 2(two) year extendable (to be extended on yearly basis) subject to mutual consent of the parties.
Buses shall be operated as per the operation plan of KBSL Kota and other terms and conditions mentioned
by KBSL. Conditional tenders will not be accepted.
The RFP document can be purchased online by depositing Rs. 10,000/ (Rupees Ten Thousand Only) in form
of Demand Draft/ Bank Draft in favour of KOTA BUS SERVICES LIMITED payable at Kota or could be
downloaded from our website www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in Cost of
tender form will have to be deposited before submission of bid. Corrigendum and amendment for above NIT
shall not be issued separately in newspapers and correction if any would be published on web site only
Conditional tenders will not be accepted.
Detailed Bid Summery of the RFP is listed below.

All rights to accept or reject any or all bids are reserved. For any clarification please contact Executive
Engineer at Room No. 222, Nagar Nigam Kota or Contact at 9413351505, 0744-2502293, 0744-2500883

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer,

Kota Bus Services Limited

Organization Name Kota Bus Services Limited

Name of the Work “Request for Proposal (RFP) for” Selection of Bus Operator for Operation and
Maintenance of the Kota Bus Services Limited Buses for Urban Bus Service on
net basis

Project Period 3 [Three] Years And 2 [Two] years Extendable (extended on yearly basis)

Tender Type & Bid Validity Two Stage Bid System i.e. Technical Bid & Financial Bid and valid for 180 days.

Number of Buses to be Operated by the Bidder Total of 34 LOW FLOOR, Standard front Engine Non AC BS IlI model diesel
driven buses of Ashok Leyland Ltd. The buses are owned by K.B.S.L.

Tender Download, Sale & Bid Preparation From 20/08/2020 11.00 AM to 21/09/2020 up to 12:00 PM
Last date of Bid Submission 21/09/2020 up to 06:00 PM
Pre-Bid Meeting date, Time and Place 04/09/2020 at 04:00 PM at Municipal Corporation Kota, Room No. 202, New

Administrative Building, Rajeev Gandhi Bhawan, Dussehra Maidan,
Kishorepura, Kota-324 009, Rajasthan

Website For Downloading Tender Documents www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in

Cost of tender documents (non-refundable) Rs. 10,000/- through DD in favour of "KOTA BUS SERVICES LIMITED”
payable at KOTA

Bid Processing Fee Rs. 1000/- through DD in favour of “MD, RISL” payable at jaipur

EARNEST MONEY DEPOSIT (EMD) Rs. 10,00,000/- through DD in favour of "KOTA BUS SERVICES LIMITED
payable at KOTA
This can also be deposited in KBSL bank account.
1. Bank account no. 4148002100035501
2. IFSC : PUNBO414800
3. Branch: Nagar Nigam Kota
4. Bank name : Punjab National Bank.

Submission of EMD, Processing fee and
Tender fee at Municipal Corporation Office,
room no. 408 at Kota

Till 21/09/2020, 06:00 PM

Technical Bid Opening Date 22/09/2020 at 04:00 PM

Bid validity period 180 days from due date of tender.

Financial Bid Opening To be intimated later

Sr.
No.

1.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

NAME OF BOARD/
CORP./AUTH

PT.B.D.SHARMA
PGIMS ROHTAK

HSIIDC

HARYANA SEHARI
VIKAS

PARDHIKARAN

HSIIDC (ELECTRICAL),
PANCHKULA.

CHAUDHARY BANSI LAL
UNIVERSITY BHIWANI

NAME OF WORK/NOTICE/TENDER

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE NO.UHSR/PURCHASE/2020/09DT.21.08.2020REGARDING / PURCHASE
OF M&S/ M&CITEMS, CONSUMABLE ITEMS ETC. INSTRUCTION & TECHNICAL DETAILS AVAILABLE ON

PORTAL WWW.ETENDERS.HRY.NIC.IN AND UNIVERSITY WEBSITE: WWW.UHSR.AC.IN

REPAIR & MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING STORM
WATER DRAINAGE SYSTEM AT HSIIDC IMT MANESAR.

RECALLED JOB NO. 572/EE/HSVP/RGEC/DIV./SNP/2019-20. CONSTRUCTION OF UNDER GROUND CLEAR
WATER STORAGE TANK IN RGEC SONIPAT." CONSTRUCTION OF ONE NO. RCC UNDER GROUNG CLEAR

WATER STRORAGE TANK SIZE 72X39X3 MTR OF 8424 K.L. CAPACITY INCLUDING FIXING OF FIXTURE ETC.
AT WATER WORKS IN RGEC SONIPAT COMPLETE IN ALL RESPECT AND ALL OTHER WORKS CONTIGENT

THERETO" (INCLUDING MAINTEANCE OF THREE YEARS & DEFECT LIABILTIY PERIOD FREE OF COST.

WORK OF DISMANTLEMENT OF 11 KV D/C OVERHEAD LINE AND PROVIDING UNDERGROUND HT CABLE
IN FRONT OF MAIN ENTRANCE GATE OF RVNL IN PHASE-III AT IE BARHI DISTT. SONEPAT.

COMPUTER SYSTEMS,PRINTERS & UPS'S

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE (TIME)

21.08.2020
07.09.2020

21.08.2020
07.09.2020

CLOSING DATE
27.08.2020

25.08.2020
08.09.2020

26.08.2020
16.09.2020

AMOUNT/EMD
(APPROX.) IN RUPEES

-

111.05 LAKH

EMD
4.41 LACS

33.84 LACS

17 LACS

WEBSITE OF THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

a) www.uhsr. ac.in
b) www.etenders.hry.nic.in

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

http:/www.hsiidc.org.in

cblu.ac.in

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
DETAILS/E-MAIL

01262-281311
purchase.section@gmail.com

9810581395
(ia.manesar@hsiidc.org.in)

130-2218377

se.electrical.hsiidc@gmail.com

9899844584

82371/HRY.

Sr.
No.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

NAME OF
BOARD/CORP.

/AUTH

UHBVN

HPGCL, HISAR

HPGCL, HISAR

HVPNL

DHBVN HISAR

DHBVN HISAR

HPGCL,PANIPAT

HVPNL

THE ROHTAK CO OP
MILK PRODUCERS

UNION LTD. ROHTAK

OLD REFERENCE/NIT NO.

NIT NO. 32/BMS/R-APDRP/DRC/2020

2020_HBC_135221_1 NIT NO.315/RGTPP/MM-II/TOE-4295 DT. 10.07.2020

2020_HBC_135527_1 NIT NO.325/RGTPP/MM-I/TOE-12529 DT. 14.07.2020

QDP-1247 (NIT NO. 1130 DATED 15.07.2020)

6.5/11 KV TR-XLPE POWER CABLE (ARMOURED) OF SIZE 3/CX400 MM SQ. (NIT NO.
656/DH/ MM (TENDER ID NO. 2020_HBC_ 135757_1 & TE NO. QD-837) DT.14.07.2020)

COMPOSITE RUBBER HAND GLOVES (NIT NO. 655/DH/MM (QD-836)
DT.7.07.2020) TENDER ID NO. 2020_HBC_34686_2

(EOI NO. CH-9/PTP/C&I-III/ 5046) SUB:- EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR DIS-
POSAL OF 210 MW UNIT-5, PTPS PANIPAT ON AS IS WHERE IS BASIS.

QDP-1248 (NIT NO. 1131 DATED 15.07.2020)

2020_HBC_135738_1

NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM

DATE EXTENDED

CORRIGENDUM -1ST DUE DATE OF BID SUBMISSION
02.09.2020 UP TO 15:00 HRSOPENING IS 09.09.2020 UP
TO 16:00 HRS. SUPPLY OF PNEUMATIC DRAIN VALVES

FOR TURBINE AND EXTRACTION SYSTEM TO
RGTPP,KHEDAR.

CORRIGENDUM -1ST DUE DATE OF BID SUBMISSION
26.08.2020 UP TO 15:00 HRS OPENING IS 28.08.2020 UP

TO 16:00 HRS. SUPPLY OF ZDS (ZERO DISCHARGE SYS-
TEM) CHEMICALS AT RGTPP,KHEDAR .

CORRIGENDUM-1/EXETENTION OF DUE DATE OF SUUB-
MISSION UPTO 01.09.2020 17.00 HRS.

CLOSING DATE EXTENDED UP TO 25.8.2020 (13:00 HRS)
WITH ENHANCEMENT IN TENDERED QTY.

CLOSING DATE EXTENDED UP TO 27.8.2020(13:00 HRS

LAST DATE 11.09.2020 AT 15:00 HRS

CORRIGENDUM-1/EXETENTION OF DUE DATE OF SUUB-
MISSION UPTO 01.09.2020 UPTO 17.00 HRS.

RE-TENDER FOR DATED 09.09.2020 AT 04:00PM /OPEN-
ING 10.09.2020 11.30 AM(PACKING MATERIAL OF MINER-

AL MIXTURE)

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

www.uhbvn.org.in

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

www.hvpn.org.in

www.dhbvn.org.in

www.dhbvn.org.in

www.hpgcl.org.in

www.hvpn.org.in

vitaindia.com

NODAL OFFICER/
CONTACT

DETAILS/EMAIL

9317554907
seprojects@uhbvn.org.in

8222023551
mm2.rgtpp@hpgcl.org.in

9315164637
mm1.rgtpp@hpgcl.org.in

0172-2583789
pro@hvpn.org.in

9812556355
semm@dhbvn.org.in

9812556355
semm@dhbvn.org.in

0180-2566015
xenmtcplg1@gmail.com

0172-2583789
pro@hvpn.org.in

01262-276302
vitarohtak@gmail.com

82372/HRY

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL S.M.S. MEDICAL COLLEGE &
CONTROLLER OF THE ATTACHED HOSPITALS, JAIPUR

No 18957-63/F/MC/Store/COVID-19/2020-21 Dated 11.08.20

E-Tender NOTICE No. 72/2020-2021
Sealed Bid are invited for the Automated Extraction System on Reagent Rental Basis in Microbiology Department SMS Medical
College, Jaipur. The estimated value and earnest money to be deposited with tender mentioned against each items as under.
The tender/Bid shall only be submitted through online tendering system of www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in the intersted bidders
shall have to be enrolled/registered with portal of www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in for participating in the bidding process.

1. The Bid Documents. Technical Specifications, Estimated Value, Earnest Money and other information related to this NIT
can be seen at website medicaleducation.rajasthan.gov.in. Detailed Bid notice and documents can be seen and
download on website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

2. Bid shall be submitted online only through website www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
3. A Pre Bid Meeting will be held on dated 14.08.2020 for all Items at 12.30 PM in this office representation regarding

specification and other issues from the bidders will be accepted on 14.08.2019 at 5.00 PM, thereafter no representation
will be considered.

This NIT can be seen on DIPR Web Site www.dipronline.org. www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in
UBN - SMS2021GLRC00203 Sd/-
DIPR/C/6358/2020 PRINCIPAL & CONTROLLER

Date of Publishing Bid
Documents &

Submission Start

Pre-Bid
Meeting

Decision
of pre-bid

Bid

Bid
Submission

End Date

Bid
Opening

Date

Total
Items
in NIT

Total Value
of NIT (In

Lacs)

UBN No.

13.08.2020 to 22.08.2020
At 10.30 AM to 2.00 PM

14.08.2020 18.08.2020 22.08.2020 at
04.00 PM

24.08.2020 1 1440.00 SMS2021GLRC00203

CHENNAI METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

CIRCLE-II, CONSTRUCTION WING, TOWER-II. 9TH FLOOR,
EGMORE, CHENNAI - 600 008.

DIPR/3138/TENDER/2020
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER-I
CW., CMDA, Chennai-600 008.

Sealed Tenders are invited from the Registered Contractors,
(Pre-qualification document and price bid documents - Two Cover System)
for the work of “Execution of certain Additional works such as providing
Compound Wall & Retaining Wall, Shaft Closing in Terminal Building,
Reverse Osmosis Plant, Fire ProtectionWorks and Effluent Treatment Plant
in the ongoing project of New Bus Terminus at Kilambakkam near Vandalur,
Chengalpattu, District.
Tender Notice No. : 3/2020-2021 dt. 20.08.2020
Last date & Time of receipt
of tender : 21.09.2020 at 3.00 P.M.
Period for Downloading of
Tender document at free of Cost : From 21.08.2020 to 20.09.2020 upto 4.00 P.M.
For further details visit website : www.tenders.tn.gov.in

SEALED TENDER NOTICE Dt.20.08.2020

(OFFICE OF CE/RE & APDRP (D), SHED NO. F2, SHAKTI VIHAR, PATIALA)
Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813.

Website: www.pspcl.in, Mobile No.: 96461-22227, Fax No. 0175-2224168
E-mail ID: ase_std@gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

E-Tender are invited for initial site survey, planning and subsequent execu-
tion of project for restructuring of overhanging existing HT/LT Lines for Rainik
Bazar, Jalandhar under Smart City Project on Turnkey Basis against Tender
Enquity No. 57A/CE/RE & APDRP/2020-21 Dated 19.08.2020.

Downloading of Specification/ 20.08.2020
Tender Documents from E-Tendering
Website

Last Date and Time of Online Submission of Bid 09.09.2020 upto 11.00 A.M.

Date & Time for Opening of Tender 10.09.2020 at 11.00 A.M.

Cost of Specification Can be downloaded free of
cost from online tendering
portal
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in/

Contact Person SE/RE & APDRP (D)
Ph. 0175-2200499,
Mobile: 096461-22227,
Shed A-1, Shakti Vihar
PSPCL, Patiala-147001

Detailed NIT and Specification may be downloaded from E-tendering web-
site http://eproc.punjab.gov.in.
The prospective bidders may contact customer care of above cited website
in case of any difficulty.
CORRIGENDUM if any will not be published in newspapers. Details regarding
corrigendum may be seen on e-tendering website http://eproc.punjab.gov.in

Sd/-
Dy. CE/RE & APDRP(D)
For CE/RE & APDRP,

PSPCL, Patiala.66049/Pb

C-262/2020

Start
Date

New Delhi
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ONTHE TUBE
EUROPA LEAGUE FINAL: InterMilan vs Sevilla
LIVEON: Sony Ten 2 SD&HD from12:30am (Saturday)

CROSSWORD4203

ACROSS
1 Sortof deal requiringall the
cards todate (7)

5 Toughbreedofdog(5)
8 Urgentdemandfor
basketwork?(4,5)

9 Onenoteproducesanger
(3)

10 Creatureswith feetgoing in
twodirections (4)

12 Prejudiced?Oddly, indeedso
(3-5)

14 Slightlysensitive? (6)
15 Letterwasboundtohave
shownsympathy
(6)

17 NothowSherlockHolmeswill
makeadeduction(8)

18 Turnbackbefore iterupts
(4)

21 Start leadingthe field (3)
22 China’sanniversary (9)
24 Protest singer’sbody language
is revealing (5)

25 Smirks thatcouldbemadeto
impress (7)

DOWN
1 Prepare towhistle forone’s
money?(5)

2 Agreen isle in theAegean
(3)

3 Adoctor’sname(4)
4 Inconclusion it’s theultimate
gincocktail (6)

5 Needadifficult craft
(8)

6 Saltwaterspray (9)
7 Gave inorgaveout
(7)

11 Sortof sketchonehas inhand
(9)

13 Sheranroundtoa famous
furnituredesigner (8)

14 Struggled,having let sudsget
outofhand(7)

16 Piecesof eight (6)
19 Abadshot foramusketeer
(5)

20 Onething Imetonthewayup
(4)

23 Femalesheepquarters
(3)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
BynowtheMoonis
sailing through
significant regionsof
yourchart, andyou

canbesure thatyou'll receivea
healthyshotof emotional
energy.Atwork, followa
hunch,butkeepotherpeople
informed,otherwiseyou
will createhavoc,even
if unintentionally.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Begin tocheckout
the financial
situation,especially
if thereare tricky

domestic implications. I am
afraid that there is still littleyou
candowithoutpermissionand
support frompartners, soyou
must taketheirwishes into
accountatevery turn.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Itmaybe tomorrow
before you can
make yourself
understood, but

that doesn'tmean that you
shouldn't launch an attempt
today.Happily, partners and
colleagueswill be
increasingly prepared to
listen. Younever know
someonewhoonce stood in
yourwaymay soonoffer you
helpful advice.

CANCER(June22- July23)
There ismuchtobe
said forpressingon
withworkand
routinechores, even

whenall the indicationsare
thatyouwillbe increasingly
impatientanddismissiveof
smalldailyduties. That's fineas
longasyouhaveexperienced
peopledoingyourbidding.
Otherwiseyou'dbetterbe
morecircumspect.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Finally,otherpeople
willbeable tohave
their say,andyou
willbereadytoheed

goodadvice.Youmaybemore
preparedtohearwhatchildren
oryoungerrelativeshavetosay
thansomeother family
members.You'llbuildup
credit, andmayevenreceivea
major favour.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sept23)
Onepossibilitynot
mentionedso far
thisweek, isa
chanceof

unexpectedshort journeys,
perhapsanostalgic trip,
probably foraromantic
purpose.Today's stars shift the
emphasis towards familyvisits,
orat leastcommunicationwith
peopleyou livewith:
get talking.

LIBRA(Sept24-Oct23)
It's been a
confusingweek for
manypeople, but
today you can set a

leadby restoring good and
clear communication.One
way forward is to get
more involved in a charitable
exercise, or pursue
activitieswhich are designed
tomake theworld a
better place.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
You’re getting
mixedmessages, so
bynowyoumaybe
feeling a little

perplexed, even for a Scorpio.
Your planets are still urging
you inexorably towards
emotional confrontation, but
try not to be totally
uncompromising. Theremay
be a great deal of truth in
what a partner has to say.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Quiteanumberof
peoplehavebeen
sufferingrecently,
manyof them

emotionally.Regardlessof
otherconsiderations,your
celestially-inspiredtask today
is tobegin topickupthepieces.
Youcouldbemuchcloser to
solvinga long-termquestion
thanyouthink.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Youarenotnormally
considered
secretive,but that
doesn’tmeanthat

youdon’t like tokeepthings
close toyourchest.Other
peoplemust remember
that theyhavenoright to
takeyouforgranted,or to
examineyourveryprivateand
intimateaffairs.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Pleasantsocial
influencesreign for
thenext forty-eight
hours, so life should

be justasyou like it.Youmay
be indireneedof relief from
morepressingemotional
complications, includingsome
whichdirectly involveyour
work.Staycool: theywon’t last
forever.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Toomany times
in thepast you
have been
overshadowedby

peoplewho find it easier to
shine in a crowd. But now that
theMoon is so helpful you
should take your heart in your
hands andpush yourself to
the front. Believe it or not,
other peoplewill help youon
yourway.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Toavoid____donothing,saynothing,benothing-ElbertHubbard(9)

SOLUTION:CIRRI,SHIRR,CACTUS,CHIMER
Answer:Toavoidcriticismdonothing,saynothing,benothing-ElbertHubbard

CRIIR ACSUCT

HRRIS EHIRCM

SolutionsCrossword4202:Across:1Truffles,5Odds,9Curse,10Plunder,11Flock
ofsheep,13Troops,14Single,17Restlessness,20Cruiser,21Anita,22Snap,23
Trekkers.Down:1Tack,2Utrillo,3Frenchpolish,4Employ,6Dodge,7Scrapped,8
Questionmark,12Attracts,15Gasfire,16Usurer,18Sauna,19Dais.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

The remote awards
MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST 20

SOCIALDISTANCINGwill go theextramile
at this year’s National Sports Awards
ceremony.
When their names will be announced

during the function on August 29, the
awardees will not bemaking the custom-
ary walk on the red carpet inside
RashtrapatiBhawan’sDurbarHall. Instead,
the chosen76will be at a SportsAuthority
of India (SAI) centre closest to them from
where theywill be connected toPresident
RamnathKovindat his residence, through
Doordarshan’s camera crews.
The pomp and panache of the awards

function, which is one of the highlights of
India’sannual sportingcalendar,willbere-
placed by makeshift arrangements at the
training centres, where the winners will
assemble for a virtual ceremony.

No plush hotels
Owing to thepandemic and the conse-

quent restrictions on public gatherings as
well as social-distancing guidelines, the
sports ministry has decided to hold the
function remotely. “Usually, there are
around 400 to 500 people attending the
ceremony,which isheldat theRashtrapati
Bhawan.Sincethatwillnotbesafebecause
of the Covid-19 pandemic, it has been de-
cided that the function will be held re-
motely,” aministry official said.
So, rather than being put up at a plush

Central Delhi hotel and being part of a
grand ceremonyat thepresident’s house,
the athleteswill be asked to report at the
nearest SAI Centre. A total of 16 facilities
have been identified where the 76
awardees will assemble depending on
their region.

Blazers, trophy to be couriered
The athletes have been asked to send

their measurements for the ceremonial
blazer, which will be couriered to them
alongwiththetrophy. “Iamcompletingmy
police training inNasik. So Ivisited the tai-
lor at the academyhere and gotmymeas-
urements done,” says wrestler Rahul
Aware, who has been recommended for
the Arjuna Award. “The ceremony I have

heardwill beonline,but there isnoofficial
intimation yet.”
Travelarrangementsandother logistics

are still being worked out. But on the day
of theceremony, thewinnersareexpected
tobepresentat thedesignatedSAICentres,
dressed in their blazers. Theywill be con-
nected to theRashtrapatiBhawanviaa se-
cure internet connection. Sports ministry
officials are likely to join the event from a
convention hall in NewDelhi, where they
are likely to assemble.

Tech-aided ceremony
Apre-recordedcitationwillbe readout

at thebeginningof theceremony.Then, the
presidentwill showthescrollof honouron
the screen and parallelly, the named ath-
lete will stand up at the SAI Centre, take a
bowandhold the trophyaloft. “All athletes

have been contacted and their locations
takendown.Their travel isbeingorganised
andtheceremonialdresswillbecouriered
in time for theceremony,” theofficial said.
Thisyear, anunprecedented76athletes

and organisations have been recom-
mendedfor theawards, including fiveKhel
Ratnas and 29ArjunaAwardees.
Sports minister Kiren Rijiju is likely to

approve thenamesandmakethemofficial
in a day or two.
The ministry expects most of the ath-

letes to be present for the ceremony but
there are doubtswhether two cricketers –
Rohit Sharma and Ishant Sharma–will be
able to attend. Rohit has been recom-
mended for the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna,
India’s highest sporting honour, while
Ishant’s name has been proposed for the
ArjunaAward.
Both are likely to be in theUnited Arab

Emirates,preparing for the IndianPremier
League, when the ceremony takes place.
Asked if theycan join thevirtual ceremony
from their hotel rooms in the UAE, the of-
ficial said it was unlikely. “Since this is a
presidential event, certain decorum will
have to be maintained. It is not yet clear
how the cricketers will be able to join in.
That will be figured out in the days to
come,” the official said.

Seatbelts,masks, PPEs
IPL teamshavestarted flyingout to theUAE, thevenue for this season.
RajasthanRoyalsandKingsXI Punjab first to reachonThursday.

CHENNAISUPERKings squad isall set
to leave for theUAEonFridaybutvet-
eranoff-spinnerHarbhajanSinghwill
notbeboarding the flightdue toper-
sonal reasonsand instead joinhis team
within twoweeks.
"Harbhajanwillnotbe travelling

with the teamtoDubaidue topersonal
reasons.He isexpected to join the
squad in twoweeks," aCSKofficialsaid.
The40-year-old spinnerwasalsonot
partof thebrief trainingcampthatCSK
conducted inChennai.

The teamwould leave forDubai
onFridayataround12.45pm, theoffi-
cial said. Starall-rounderRavindra
JadejaandShardulThakurhadalso
missed thecampdue topersonal rea-
sons, theofficial said.
Thakur joined thesquadon

Wednesdaywhile Jadeja is likely to fly
in lateronThursday.Theplayershave
beentrainingheresinceAugust15un-
der thewatchful eyesof bowlingcoach
LaxmipathyBalaji for IPLbeginning
September19. PTI

Harbhajanwill join CSK squad after twoweeks

Rajasthan
Royals team
andstaff
members
landed in
Dubaion
Thursday
dressed inPPE
kits.

ChennaiSuperKings’MahendraSingh
DhoniandSureshRainaafterapractice
session inChennaionThursday. PTI

InsteadofRashtrapatiBhawan, sportsawardees toattendfunction fromSAIcentres

Days after
contract
renewal, David
John resigns
MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI,AUGUST20

HOCKEY INDIA’Shigh-performancedirector
DavidJohnhasresigned,justdaysafterhiscon-
tractwasrenewedbythesportsministryun-
tilSeptember2021.Itislearntthatthefedera-
tionhasacceptedtheAustralian’sresignation
buttheSportsAuthorityof India,hisemploy-
ersonpaper,areyettorespond.
ItislearntthatJohnhascitedpersonaland

healthissuesasreasonstoreturntoAustralia.
But according to those in theknow, Johnput
inhispapersafterhewasaskedtoreporttothe
HockeyIndiaoffice inDelhieverydayaswell
asmake trips to training centres around the
countryinthemiddleof thepandemic.
When asked about John’s resignation as

wellasthereasonsforit,HockeyIndiasaid,“no
comments.”Johndidnotrespondtotextmes-
sages. John,whowasemployedatamonthly
salary of $12,000, has beenworking from
homeinDelhisincethebeginningofthelock-
down inMarch. InMay,Hockey India’s office
had tobe shutdownafter twostaffers tested
positive for the coronavirus. “Davidwasn’t
comfortabletotraveltotheoffice&othercities
in the country as it posedhealth risks. There
wasadifferenceofopinionoverthisissue&he
eventuallyofferedtoquit,”asourcesaid.
John has been associated with Indian

hockeyforamajorpartofthelastdecade,hav-
ingfirstcomeasthemen’steam’sphysioalong
withformercoachMichaelNobbs.Duringthat
stint,hewascreditedwithimprovingtheplay-
ers’ fitness levels, first bringing themonpar
with the rest of theworld and thenmaking
thembetter.
He left the team after the 2012 London

Olympicsbut returned inNovember2016as
thehigh-performancedirector. His appoint-
ment raised a feweyebrows as Johndid not
have any prior coaching experience. Since
then,however,hehasbeenoneofthekeyfig-
uresinIndianhockey,havingbeencloselyas-
sociatedwiththemenandwomen’steamsas
well as designingHockey India’s ambitious
coachingprogramme.Healsoplayedan im-
portantroleintheappointmentofcoachesfor
thenationalteams.

KingsXIPunjab’schief coachAnil
Kumbleonarrivalat theDubai
InternationalAirportonThursday.

Till lastyear,around400-500 inviteeswouldattendtheannualNationalSports
Awardsceremonyat theRashtrapathiBhawanfollowedbydinner. PTI file

Theministryexpectsmostof the
athletes tobepresent for the
ceremonybuttherearedoubts
whethertwocricketers–Rohit
SharmaandIshantSharma–
willbeabletoattend.

New Delhi
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